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:2588 Papers. LASSEMBL Y.] Questions. 

MO)!DAY, 10 NOVE11BER, 1913. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. W. D. Armstrong 
Lockyer), took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock: 

PAPERS. 

·The following papers, laid on the table 
were ordered to be printed :- • 

Third Report of the Workers' Dwellings 
Board for the vear ended 30th June 
1913. • > 

Report of the Under Secretary for Publi<;;! 
\Yorks and Government Architect OJ:l. 
his tour through Europe, Great 
Britain, United States of America, 
and Canada. 

Annual Report of the Bureau of Suga~ 
Experiment Stations. 

[Mr. Payne. 

QUESTIONS.· 
COLD STORES AT ROMA STREET. 

Mr. PETRIE (Toombul), for Mr. Bouchard,, 
asked the Secretary for Railways-

" 1. \Vhat was the amount of the ac­
cepted tender for the refrigerating. plant 
for cold stores at Roma stL·eet, Brisbane, 
in accordance with the Government speci­
fic:ttion ·:· 

" 2. \Vhat was the total amount paid to 
the contractors in respect of the said re­
frigerating plant? 

" 3. Was the contract completed within 
time speQified ·r 

"4. If not, was the penalty provided 
for in the contract, or any penalty, en­
forced-(a) If so, what amount; (b) if 
not, why? 

"5. From whom is the electric current 
obtained for operating the refrigerating 
plant at Roma street? 

" 6. ·what is the price per unit paid for 
the electric current actually used for 
driving the refrigerating plant at Roma 
street? 

" 7. ·what amount has been paid per 
month for electric current? 

" 8. What is the total amount paid for 
current since the installation -of this 
plant? 

" 9. What profit, if any, or loss, if 
any, has been made in running the said 
cold stores since its opening?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. W. T. Paget, Mackay) replied­

" 1. .£7,875. 
'' 2. £7,812 lOs. 9d. 
"3. Yes. 
".J. See answer to No. 3. 
" 5. Brisbane Tramways Company, 

Limited. 
" 6. 1~d. np to the first 25,000 units, 

1d. per unit over that for J anuar:y and 
FPbruary. For March and Apnl 1d. 
per unit all round. From May .to _date 
ld. per unit from 6 a.m. to m1dmght, 
and ~d. from midnight to 6 a.m. 

" 7. Average £198 to 30th September, 
1913. 

" 8. Total amount paid for current 
up to 30th September=£1,787. 

". 9. Up to 30th June, 1913, there was 
a loss on working expenses of £629." 

LONG LEAVE 

Mr. BARBER 
Chief Secretary··· 

I)! PUBLIC SERVICE. 

(Bundaberg) asked the 

"Is it a fact that when an officer in 
the public service applies for long leave, 
a.ny pru·ious sick leave tha_t he may have 
had (the sickness not JJemg caused by 
his own indiscretion) i·· deducted from 
his long leave if granted, thereby penal­
ising the officer for being sick?" 

The PRE:i'.liER (Hon. D. F. Denham, 
0d·ley) replied-

" No." 

STATISTICS RE STATION-MASTERS. 

Mr. KIRWAN (Brisbane) asked the Sec­
retary for Raih' ays-

" \\"hat is the percentage of station­
masters in each class in each division of 
the State-( a) North; (b) Central; and 
(c) South?" 
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The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
replied-

" (a) Northern Division-
Class 1.--5.63 per cent. of the 

number of station-masters in Northern 
division. 

Class 2.-4.23 per cent. of the 
number of station-masters in Northern 
division. 

Class 3.-16.90 per cent. of the 
number of station-masters in Northern 
division. 

Cla~s 4.-47.89 per cent. of the 
number of station-masters in Northern 
division. 

Class 5.-25.35 per cent. of the 
number of station-masters in Northern 
division. 

"(b) Central Division-
Class 1.-5.45 per c-ent. 

number of station-masters in 
division. 

C'la&S 2.-7.28 per cent. 
num~10r of station-masters in 
division. 

f'lass 3.-9.09 per cent. 
number of station-masters in 
division. 

Class 4.-34.54 per cent. 
number of station-masters in 
division. 

Class 5.-4.64 per cent. 
number of station-masters m 
division. 

" (c) Southern Division-

of the 
Central 

of the 
Central 

of the 
Central 

of the 
Central 

of the 
Central 

. Class 1.-4.18 per cent. of the 
number of station-macters in Southern 
division. 

Ulass 2.-10:23 per cent. of the 
number of station-masters in Southern 
division. 

Class 3.-15.35 per cent. of the 
number of station-masters in Southern 
division. 

Clas< 4.-40.94 per cent. of the 
number of station-ma.'.ters in Southern 
division. 

Class 5.-29.30 per cent. of the 
number of station-masters in Southern 
division.'' 

RAILWAY WORKSHOPS AT NORTHGATE. 

Mr. KIRWAN asked the Secretary for 
Railways-

" 1. Was Northgate the only available 
site for the establishment of the work­
shops of the district engineer and the 
signal and light engineer? 

"2. How is it pro]Josed to transfer 
workmen rapidly when required to attend 
to repairs generally carried out by this 
department, if the train service only is 
to be the means of tran.1it? 

"3. Is he aware that inconvenience and 
delay will occur regarding the obtaining 
of stor<;3, and will it not also involve 
extra c;:ost in handling, loading, and un­
loading? 

"4. \Vas the change of site from Roma 
Street to N orthgate made on the report 
of the head of the branch ; if not, on 
whose recommendation was (he change 
made? 

"5. Is it the intention that tl:. e present 
site is to be a permanent one ? " 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
replied-

" 1. Yes. 
" 2. By train. 
"3. Stocks of stores will be held with­

out involving extra cost. 
"4. Yes. 
"5. Yes." 

BRISBANE GRAMMAR SCHOOL. 

Mr. HUXHAM (Buranda\ asked the Sec­
retary for Public Instruction-

" 1. Is an:~ friction existent between 
the department and the trustees of the 
Brisbane Grammar School? • 

"2. \Vhat is the nature of the friction. 
(if any)? 

"3. Does the friction (if any) arise 
from the amount of fees to be paid for 
State school scholars who qualify for 
admission to the Brisbane Gramma:r: 
School a,; from the beginning of the 
coming year? 

'· 4. Is it a fact that the trustees of 
the Brisbane Grammar School have 
declined to accept sixteen guineas per 
annum for those who qualify, as per 
question No. 3, and are demanding 
twenty guineas per annum for each pupil 
winning State scholarships? 

"5. Is it a further fact that, failing 
in getting the twtmty guineas per pupil 
per annum, tho trustees have decided to 
ru..Jign th-eir trusts? 

" 6. 'Sill ho table the col'l'o,pondence 
arising from the above questions? " 

The SECRETARY FOR PFBLIC IN­
STRCCTION (Hon. J. W. Blair, Ipswich) 
replied-

" In answer to the han. member's. 
question, I beg to table the correspond­
ence.'' 

DEEP-SINKING SCHEME AT CHARTERS TOWERS. 

~ir. \YILLL\MS (Clwrt~rs Towers) asked 
tho Secretaty for J\linu, without notice-

" Will he lay on the table the report 
of the board of inquiry into the deep­
sinking schc;ne at Charters Towers, and 
move that the paper be printed? " 

. The SECRETARY FOH MINES (Hon. 
J. G. Appel, Aibrrt) replied-

" In answer to the question of the hon. 
member, the report and evidence are 
now in the printer's hands, and I shall 
be pleased to accede to his request." 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 

The TREASURER (Han. \V. H. Barnes, 
Bulimba); Mr. Speaker,-I ask leave of the 
House to make a personal explanation. 

The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of the 
House that the Treasurer bB allowed to­
make a personal <'xplanation '/ 

HONO"CRABLE MEMBERS : . Hear, hear ! 

'l'he TREASVRER : During the discussion 
or, the Estimates in Committee, the hon. 
member for Flinders made a comment with 
regard to the employment of someone named 
Story, who, he Raid, was a relative of mine· 
in the Minos Department. I replied, by per­
mission of the Committee, that no such per­
son was employed in the Mines Departmentr 

Hon. W. H. Bar11_eR.l 
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& 1 far as I knr w, nor had I nv relative of 
that ~.arne. 'l'hnt is quite cor;:ect. But I 
folloin•d it np b~ JLakinfi a furthc: state· 
ment-.1&mely, that no one related to me 
was cmplc-yed in the service d the Go• ern­
n _.nt at all. I .. ubbcquontly fou:.d j hat there 
are sonv' relative", of \vho aro tr who1 f 
in tho ~CrYict ~~nd 1-lc ;ire to nutke tho 
corre;~tion. 

MOUNT EDWARDS TO IVIARYVJ .. LE 
RAILWAY. 

MOTION TO GO I~TO CO~DIITTEE. 

On -the motion of the SECRETARY FOR 
RAILWAYS (lion. "\Y. T. Paget, .lfackay), 
it was formally reso! ved-

" That the Speaker do now leave the 
chair, and the House resolve itself into 
n Committee of the \Yhole to consider 
the following resolutions:-

1. That the House approve:, of the 
plan, section, and book of reference of 
the propos~d connecting line of rail­
•;ay from Mount Ech:ards to :Maryvalo, 
in length 27 miles 78 chains. 

2. That the plan, -;ection, and book 
of reference be forv.·ardcd to the Legis­
lative Council for their approval by 
n1essage in the usual forn1." ' 

Mr. STEYE~S 
Speaker-~ 

(Rosewood): Mr. 

The SPK\KER : Order ! The motion is 
a formal one. 

MINERS' HOMESTEAD LEASES ACT 
AMENDMENT BILL. 

THIRD READING. 

On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR 
MI~ES (Hon. J. G. Appel, rill;crt), this Bill 
was read a third time and ordered to be 
transmitted to the Legi•lative r:ouncil by 
me,sage in the usual form. 

SAVINGS BANK AGENTS. 

On tho motion of Mr. GILDAY (Ithaca), 
it was formally ruo]ved-

" That then' be laid on the table of 
the House a return showing-

1. The number of j}Brsons acting in 
the capacity of Savings Bank agents. 

2. The number of deposits received 
by agents for the half-year ended 
June, 1913. 

3. The number of deposits paid by 
agents for the half-year ended June, 
1913. 

4. The total amounts-(a) De-
posited with; (b) withdrawn by agents 
during the half-year ended June, 1913. 

5. The total amount of postal note 
expenditure by the various agents fo:r­
the year ended June, 1913. 

6. The salaries or allowances paid 
to agents. 

7. The number of agents in the 
remote districts supplied with iron. 
safes." 

[H.'Jn. W. H. Barnes. 

SUSPEXSIO:\f OF STANDING ORDERS. 

On the PREMIER proceeding to move 
the motion standing in hi.o name for the 
suspencion of the Si-1nding Orde s-

Mr. THEODOR.E: _Mr. Spcaker,-I rise 
to a poin+ of order. 1 would like a ruling 
fro1n ~~ ou flS to ,vhethor yc u are properly in 
the chai_;_, seeing that we have pa~sed :a 
formal wsolution tha10 suu ''do now leave 
H·o f'hair,'· in Ycry expiicit te.m". I \Yould 
likE· :nmr ruling •shethc-r you :·hould not 
have immediatch ldt tlw chair and allowed 
the Hou·: to fiO. into C0 mmittee to consider 
the rc'Jolution ~"': 

The S.PE.\.KER: Tho hon. m,_nber for 
Chill-ago~ will know that motions on the 
bus it' 'r.·.-paper, which are allm.::d to go as 
"formal" ace disposed of before ol'dinary 
businc·s i, )Jroceedc·~ v;·ith. The motions to 
which ·' ~ot for;,wl" ha.-e been called, are 
then taken in tL ir turn. That is the usual 
parliamcntar:-· practice. 

At a late-r st.:.ge, 
Th· SPE \I(ER enid: Hon. merr1bers, I 

wish to cocTect the ruling v.-hich I gave in 
reply to the point of oc der raiPed by the 
han. momL~r for Chillagoe. I find that I 
decided it without coLsic\eration. The posi­
tion was that after the motion moved by 
the Hon. the Scc,·etary for Railways had 
been accepted by the House a, " formal," I 
should ha.-e left the chair. I apologise to 
the House, and now call the. Order of the 
Day, Gororn •lent busim ,s, notice of motion 
Ko. 2, lHr. Paget. 

:MOUNT EDWARDS TO J\L\.RYVALE 
R_\.IL \~A Y. 

Co:.BIITTEE-APPROVAL oF PLANS. 

Tbe SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS, in 
nloving-

" 1. That the House approves of the 
plan, Ge< •cion, end book of reference of 
the proposed co1mo< ting line of railway 
frocn :\.lount Edwnds to Maryvale, in 
length 27 miles 78 chains. 

"2. That the plan, -ection, and book 
of reference be forward< d to tho Legis­
Iati.-e Counril for their approval by 
n1e"l6uge in the usual form," 

said: I clPsiro to sav that this is a questio~> 
that has rccei.-od a 'great deal of attention, 
not only at my hand<, but al.oo at the hands 
of the Commisrc;oner for Railways. It is " 
question that has been before the public 
for the pa~t thirty years, and be ore enter­
ing into a cliscus--ioll of the Conr 1iF.sioner's 
report, which be.s bee'1 pr8 ent-~d to Parli~­
ment, I think it would be ad.-ioable that I 
should give something of the history of the 
movement-that is, the history of what is 
termed "the via recta," the movement to 
connect the great Sonth-western area of 
Queensland with its nearest port of export-­
Brisbane. This arose before 1883, but in 
1883 Mr. Surveyor Lethem started to make 
trial surveys of the different routes from 
\Varwick to Ipswich. He m.1de one survey 
from a point near Rosewcood running along 
the Liverpool Range on what is known and 
spok0n of in Mr. Stan1ey's r<'rort of 1886 
as the " 1 in 66" route, and that is the 
route of which Mr. Stanley estimated the 
cost, comparatively-very comparotively, I 
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may say-,a.t £955,875. lvlr. Lethem also made 
a ·un·e:- of the route., the plans of which 
uow are being discussed-that is, the route 
fro1n :tiunhilla Yi& ~Iount Ed'' ards and 
Spicer's P.cal:;- to }.laryvale, ;r,nd the corr.t­
para,ivo cost of th:tt. including, of course, 
the Munbilla to Mount Edward.-. ·•<>ction and 
the \\' anvick to :•laryvale ePction, and thB 
cc'Ct of bringing the then Harrisville line up 
tD the standard grade was £529,625. Illr. 
Lcthehr, \>ho nov is Chief Surveyor, spent 
so::w t-.· o :--c ,r.; in tl at loc·dity, making 
thc~e tri'"ll. SLir\"VS. )lr. Stanlp~.·, ''ho then 
was Chief Engwc•·'r, reported on 30th Sep­
tcmbc•·, 1PR6. I ha.-~ no doubt that mem­
b: rs h.1ve copic_ of this re;,ort or have 
studied it, and I do not propos.J to refer 
at very groat lr 1.gth to it, but I iust wish 
merubers to hoar what l'v1r. Stanlev said of 
this proposed direct rout-e to vV arw'ick. Mr. 
Stanley says, on page 2-

" LINE YIA MouKT EDWARDS AND 
FASSIFERN.' 

"Although opposed on the scoro of 
economical working to the general in­
troduction of steeper gradients than 1 
in 50, I am of opinion that where an 
exceptional difficulty such as the ascent 
of the Main Range has to be overcome 
within a rea,on-able limit of cost, tho 
usc of an abnormal gradient is perfectly 
justifiable, provided it is confined to one 
particular section of the line where 
special auxiliary power can conveniently 
be applied in working the traffic, 
especially as, in thi ~ case, I believe the 
extra cost of working, if capitalised, 
would reprBsent but a small proportion 
of the saving cfl'ccted in the cost of con­
struction. This principle I have clearly 
admitted in dealing with the question of 
gradients in my report of the 28th 
January,. 18,':9, on economical railway 
constructron. 

Mr. Stanley goes on to report on the various 
routes that had been sugge ,ted, and winds 
up by saying this-

" CONCLUSIONS. 

"After carefully weighing the merits 
of the <·arious schemes proposed for the 
direct linL, both in re"pect to the en­
gineering f(·atun'"· the probable cost and 
future working expenses, as well a< .. 
.anticipated traffic, I have no he,itation 
in advising that the route via C<tmpbell's 
Plains, Spicer's Peak Road Gap, Mount 
Edwards, and Fassifern should be 
adoP.ted. 

"The reasons which led me to this 
conclusion may be briefly summarised a~ 
follows:-

1st. The large saving in the first cost 
of construction, .amounting to 
£426,250 or, if allowance is made for 
the construction of a branch line to 
Rosevalc, a saving in the ultimate 
expenditure of £345,175. 

2nd. That against this saving the extra 
cost of special locomotive engines to 
be employed on the Main Range 
section, together with the capitalised 
value of their working expenses, will 
not exceed £32,500. 

3rd. The shorter length of unproduc­
tive line in respect to local traffic 
compared with the route to Rose­
wood. 

4th. The slHJrter length of railway to 
construct, the lesser magr.itude of 
the works in' olved and comequently 
th0. greater rccpidity with which the 
line could be completed. 

" A map is :.ttached descriptive of the 
ntrions linf', referred to in this report. 

"I cannot clo•··-· without acb.Jwledg­
ing the .able manner in whi~h th· variom 
sun·c> s connectP--1 with this important 
under:taking ha "" been cffu.terl by Mr. 
SurYeYor Lethem. He has had a task 
of no 'orclinanc difficulty to perform, and 
to the cnergv and per-,eYcra>,ce dis­
played by him is, I consider, chiefly due 
the successful issue of the field opera­
tions." 

rr,ho._:e were I~Ir. StanL?.,\T's Ol}inionf':.. A num­
ber of rcqu< c;ts u;cre also made by the 
Warwick residents during 1883 and lc84 for 
'~re con" rur tion of th0 rarlway. On the 15th 
1:--'cornbPr, 188..!, tho then Colonial Treasurer, 

thp late Sir James R. Dickaon. 
[4 p.m.~ moved that the sum of £500,000 

be granted by '""Y of loan for 
the extc'nsion of the 1 inc fn· " Ips•."ich to 
\Varwick, a;·d said, "The line propc · ed was 
estimdcd to s. -c 5-f ''1ilc > in th(e distance 
bo~\veon Brifbane and \Yarv. icl: 11 _, against 
the line at !Jl'<'">ent oven, vi~'l Toowoornba," 
and tl1a·! it would bring the Southern border 
iP dirH;t con1Inunico.tion with thn Reapor~., 
Of that £500,000 there has betn c;:rended 
£6,981 in s1uvcYs. Although that sum was 
Yo ted on the Lo m E timat ·s, yd I flnd that 
the £90 156 which the \Yanvick-illarvvale 
Jinp co .t' has not bc·cn debited specifically 
cr·ai.-.s! the £':00,000 1·otc. Thac, of c:Jurse, 
J,_es nor mat!Pr very much, but I thou5ht 
I ·wuld just bring the matter under the 
notice of the Committee. In JSP6 ~lr. Kates 
dc•ircd to know whothm· the nlans of the 
Jir -t sect;oll v onld not b3 tabled- that session, 
r~d "sain i.t 1007 he n1ado a si1nilar inquiry. 
Tho an· "or of the :11 [inieter was that the 
plan·" ,,·ere not yo+ read;:. In 1o~O p 1ans 

ere prc·parod for the scchon from JI.Iunb1lla 
t_, Lland 'wke, in length 19 mrlcs 30 chams, 
at an r• :.im".ted cost of £.131,637; but for 
-or.w r~ason or other thm· wHe not pre­
,,.., -,d to Parli"•nrnt. About the same 
p: rio<1 parlia •.wntary plans for a section . ~f 
17 ·nih s were prepared lmt, .although ch!r­
':""(''.:.t E8arch h8."· been rnad-e, 'Yo ha\e not 
been al·k to trace tho;e plans in the Rail­
way De'>artment or to find out which route 
tho plari· were p·cparer' for. The matter is 
on~ whrch is nearly thirty years old, and 
for some unknovm reason the nlans cannot 
b0 traced. But the £oct remains- that in 1890 
plans were prepared for pn<.ontation to 
Parliamen·i for &. line from Munbill"' to 
Mount Edwards. Tho matter then lanscd. In 
1899 Sir Arthur :\lor'gan requc,;ted a r€iurvey 
of the route with the view of .adopting the 
rack system, Then tho peoph slc0t on their 
rights for ten years, and in 1904 the pro­
posal was again revived, and the Bremer 
Vallcv route wa" advocated bv tnose who 
were 'interested in the line. It is probable 
that I then said-I have not looked up my 
speech-that the 1 in 66 route had been fina!Jy 
abandoned and it was bevond tho finan01al 
power of the country to bJ{ild the railway by 
that route. ~\!though thirty ;. 0ars ago a 
comparative estimate was ma.de of the cost 
of the line and the figures were given .<s 
£559,000, it must be remembered thqt th" 
estimate was made without taking out the 

Hon. W. T. Pagrt.] 



2592 },;[aunt Edwards to [ASSEMBLY.] JJ!laryvale Railway. 

quantities, as would have to be done if par­
liamentary plans were presented. I am cer­
tainly o£ opinion that the line could not be 
built by that rout6 for that money now, so 
that it is extremely probable that in 1909 I 
said that route had been abandoned, and that 
the 1 in 33 route '' Ju!d be adopted when the 
Government were prepared to a'k Parliament 
to approve of the proposal. The question then 
arose as to whether the Bremer Valley route, 
that is, the route from Rosevale upwards, 
could not be connected with the 1 in 33 
route, which is at the foot of the Range. 
A mrvey of the Ro,evale route was made 
by Mr. Southerden. If that route were 
adopted we should be in no better position 
as regards the 1 in 33 route than we should 
be if we constructed the line from Munbilla 
to :Mount Edwards, which has always been 
looked upon as the direct route. 

Mr. STEVENS : It would open up fresh 
country 

The SECREL\RY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Yes; a line from Munbi!la to Mount Ed­
wards will also open up fresh country. 
However, that was the position in 1909. In 
1910-11 the officers of the department made 
various inspections. On the 30th September, 
1911, a section of the via recta, the line from 
Warwick to Maryvale, in length 18 miles 27 
chains, was officially opened by the present 
leader of the Govern twnt. The Premier 
then made the ·announcement that the plans 
of the remaining link from Maryvale to 
Mount Edwards would be placed before Par­
liament the following cession, provided they 
could be got ready. It was proposed. at that 
time to n ·:k Parliament to approve of another 
link, from Munbi!la, to Illount Edwards, and 
the Premier accordingly made that announce­
ment. I al'e> made the barne announcement. 
But circllll'Shnces arose which rendered it 
im:x,<ble to rrepare the plans for submis­
sion !act sc ,cion, and they have been sub­
mitted this <·•s;ion. In 1911 Parliamentary 
approval wrs obtained for the con,truciioil 
of a fur,bcr se~tion of the line from Mun. 
billa to 2\1ount EJwards, in length 16 miles 
27 chains. at an e' timated cost of £90,156. 
Perhaps hen. mernb. rs will recollPd that 
rather a peculiar po< tion arose with respect 
to those plans. They were introduced by 
myself, with a proposal to lay the line with 
42,]b. rails, as the line from Warwick to 
Maryvale was laid with 42-lb. rails. When 
introducing the proposition I said it might 
be advisable that the line should be laid with 
61-lb. rails if that were possible when it was 
proposed to build the link between Mount 
Edwards and Maryvale. A peculiar position 
arose, which had never arisen before-that 
is, the Legislative Council sent the plans 
back to us with the proposition that the 
61-lb. rails should be substituted for the 
42-lb rails, and this was agreed to by the 
Aseembly. ·when the Premier and myself 
and ma'ly other han. members were at Mary­
vale-we had ridden over from Munbilla 
across the Range-l then said that I would 
ask the Commissioner to instruct Mr. Sur­
veyor Lethem, the chief surveyor, to have 
a. th<·rough re-examinatiOn made of the 1 
iu 3Z. route with the vi<'w of obtain­
ing, if possib!G, some route with a better 
g-rade, and in March, 1912, in carrving out 
that promise. Mr. Surveyor Greensi!l started 
out to make that resurvey. I may my that 
Mr. Survovor Greensill is one of the most 
trusted officers of the department. He has 
been in the department for many, many 

[Hon. W. T. Paget. 

years, and is a thoroughly c'.'mpet-ent rail­
way surveyor. On the 17th ]hay, 1912, Mr. 
Bell, the chief engineer, reported as fol­
lows:-

" From Mr. Greensill's remarks it will 
bo gathered that the 1 in 33 grad!8nt 
on the ascent of thE' Range must. 
be adhered to if the coct of construction 
is to be kept within reasonable l~mits;, 
The alternative route for the 1 m ;'i.o 
gradient shown on the lith.ograph m 
clotted red, would, of course, mvolve the 
adoption of the Bremer Valley route 
from Lanefield, instead of that from 
Munbilla via Mount Edwards approved 
bv Parliament last session. If, however, 
this question is still open, it w<;mld, I 
think be adviEable to have a tnal sur­
vey ~f this alternative route so that an 
estimate of cost could be prepared." 

That alternative route has been surveyed, 
connecting with the 1 in 33. Mr. Bell's re­
port goes on-

" In connection with this matter I 
would refer you to Mr. H. C. Stanley's. 
report of the 13th Sept<_Jmber, 188?, ~m 
the direct line to W arwrck, wherem no· 
estimated the cost of a line via Spic~r's 
Peak Road Gap and Rosevale, bemg 
that shown in blue on the lithograph, 
and marked 1 in 66 survey. at £955,8_75, 
as compart•d with £529,625 for ~he ]me· 
via :Mount Edwards and Fassrfern to 
Munbilla. Of coanso, the cost of either 
of th<'se will be very much higher no_w. 
owinrr to the rise in the cost of n1aterral 
and labour, but the saving. would also 
be proportionate to the mcrease of 
price." 

Then Mr. Bell goes on to say-
" The following ,figuTes ~how. that 

there is very little drfference .m drstance 
in the various routPS of whrch surveys 
have been made:-

Brisbane to summit of Range via 
Munbilla=79 miles 44 chains. 

Brisbane to mmmit via Lanefield 
and 1 in 66 survey= 79 miles 45 chains. 

Brisbane to summit via Lanefield' 
and Llandawkc=79 miles 60 chains. 
" The above route.o, are shown upon 2-

miles !ithograpn herewith." 
In 1912 we made further investigations with 
the view of rEducing th<' grade from Ips­
wich via Munbilla Mount Edwards, and 
Llandawke, to· the 'ruling gradier:t w~ are 
tcying to adopt now on the mam lmes­
na!llely, 1 in 75, and on the 24th Sep~ember, 
1912, I gave instructio:rB t? . the Chref En­
gineer to push on all mqmnes and the .re­
survey so that plans could be. tabled ?urmg 
the 1913 sescion. \V e are still carrymg ~:m 
the re-survey, and >Of course, one cl1n qmte 
understand....:.hon. ~emhers know what R~n~e­
countrv is-that on the Main Range rt Is 
exceed.in.,.lv difficult ·as in places a man 
has to b';, 'held dow~ by his shoulde:s when 
using the theodolite, or the theodohte held 
up. This is going on ev-ery .day, and there­
fore we cannot wonder that Mr. Lethem >yas 
two years on that Range country makmg 
his survey in the eighties. 

Mr. LENNON: Not " good place to make 
a railway. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
If we wish to get into 1the interior of 
Queensland we have to cross the Main Range, 
end we have crossed the Main Range right 
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away from Toowoomba up to the Cairns 
Hau;,, at Barron Falls. In 1913 further 
investigations \vere pu:.:.hed on 6nd a survey 
is being made, if possible, to obtain a better 
g-r·:h'e on the Range portion than 1 in 33. 
On the lGth August this year, Mr. Bell re­
porLd to mo that a 1 in •W route -,,·as being 
surveved from Rc ad vale to Spicer's Peak. 
Chic( Engineer Bell reported that it was 
possible that a 1 in 40 grade mig'ht be 
foun<l, and Mr. Bell, at that time, in report­
ing to me eaid, that owing to the extremely 
precipitous nature of the country, and the 
very deep ravines and gorg<>9, that neces­
sarily the cost would be greater than the 
cost of the 1 in 33 route. W o then pro­
ceeded with that survey so as to get all the 
information we possibly could, and t'hat sur­
vey, as a matter of fact, is not yet com­
pleted. Mr. Bell sa:p-

" This survey is being made by Mr. 
J. B. Grant with the object of getting 
a better gradient than that of 1 in 33 
from Mount Edwards, and it is antici­
pated that tha easier grade of 1 in 40 
on straight will be obtained. It will 
traver<!.e much rougher country, however, 
and the construction will consequently 
be very much greater, so that the queo­
tion to be considered will be w'hether 
the increased cost of construction is 
wocth the reduction in cost of haulage 
und maintenancs.'' 

lnstrliCtions were i;-,ued for the plans to be 
finally prepared, which I had the pleasure 
of tabling last week. In September, the 
Commi'''ioner being "'" J-Y in the North, I 
discussed thin matter with the Deputy Com­
missioner-as to whether it wa• possible for 
the route which is known as the 1 in 33 to 
be straightened out to 1 in 40, and Mr. 
Pagan, after that conversation, very kindly 
gave me this memoranclum-

" Referring to our conversation yester­
day morning about the plans for the via 
recta, I am of opinion that it woulcl be 
better if we could secure a 1 in 40 gracle 
than 1 in 33 for the 12 miln or so 
which forms the Main Hange portion of 
the route, of course lengthening the line 
by fome 2 or 2~ miles and correopond­
ingly increasing the cost. It is true, as 
Chief Engineer, I laid out the Berber­
ton Range at 1 in 33, but the traffic 
could only be small, and it was there­
fore necessary to keep clown the capital 
eost, but this via recta is another pro­
position altogether. If for monetary or 
other reasons this cannot be done, I 
consider that at least two level or nearly 
level portions of say ~ ,a mile each 
should be provided, for two reasons­
viz.-

(1) In the case of any getaway of a 
train through the driver losing con­
trol, such levels would give him some 
distance to regain eontrol. 

(2) No doubt is is very difficult to 
keep an engine in full steam for 12 
miles consecutively 011 a full loacl, and 
what might be called a ' breathing 
space' is ·an advantage both to the 
clriver and fireman. 

If this is not provided the load must be 
kept down to what an inferior driver or 
fireman can do." 

I thought I would read that memorandum 
because Mr. Pagan was Chief Engineer for 
many years, he has been Deputy Commis­
sioner for two and a-half years, and he 
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is a gentleman who is not opposed to 
steep grades over ranges wh.ere the mone~ 
tary considen tion steps in. 

Mr. FoLEY: What about adopting the 
r.ack sysL~m '? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I propose to give a little information about 
the adhesion or rack system, from which 
it will be seen that the rack sy·ctem has 
been adopted in quite a number of rail-

. ways "here the grades are steep. The 
aanger of the system is a thing that oan 
be eliminatPd from consideration in this 
case, becauca we ha Ye the most up-to-date 
brake system in the world, so that, although 
we have grades of 1 in 33, accidents very 
rarely occur on those grades. I looked up 
this question really for my own informa· 
tion, because I wa'' not a 11 are at the time 
that Sir Arthur Morgan had brought the 
question up in 1899 till the papers were 
looked up. I find that the rack system is 
in operation on the railway from Delagoa 
Bay to Pretoria, and the line carried an 
enormous amount of traffic during the Boer 
war. The rack system is worthy of con­
sideration, if not of adoption, but of course 
it means that trains cannot proceed at any 
great speed over the rack, and it means 
that, unless we put down a rack that is 
superior to anything of the kind in the 
world, we shall have to break up the 
trains into tv{o, which, of course, is un­
desirable. There would, however, be an 
appreciable saving in expense, which would, 
of course, be counterbalanced by the extra 
cost of dividing the trains and also some­
what by the extra cost of haulage. I find 
that Mr. Lethem reported on the matter 
in 1903 in these terms-

" ~\s mentioned in my memorandum 
of the 24th ultimo, the cost of construc­
tion could be considerably reduced by 
adopting a rack line down the Range, 
as we should then be able to get off the 
rough country so much soonet:, but the 
long tunnel at the summit would still 
be required, and the through distance 
to ·warwick, which I have previously 
estimated as 7 miles further than by 
the surveyed route for the adhesion 
line, woufd only be reduced by 2 or 
3 miles. 

" The character of the country to be 
served by the line is, however, a most 
important factor in the case, and th'e 
considerations advanced in the latter 
part of my report of 17th Jl4arch, 1888, 
on this aspect of the questwn appear 
to settle the matter. There is not the 
slightest doubt but that the surveyed 
route via Fassifern and Millar's Vale 
Creek would open up the largest area 
of land suitable for profitable occupa­
tion, supposing the large estates to be 
repurchased by the GoYernment or sub-
divided by the prespnt owners. , 

" Considering-, therefore, that the sur­
veved route will give the shortest 
through distance even with an adhesion 
ascent of the R'ange, ~nd which. w~uld 
be reduc<ed bv 6 miles With a rack mclme, 
that it is the least costly to construct, 
and that it would ultimately gather the 
most wav,ide traffic I have no hesita­
tion in. recomme~ding that it he 
adhered to when the time comes for the 
line to be built." 

That is the renrn·t of the Chief Surveyor 
on the proposaf now before the Committee. 

Hon. W. T. Paget.] 
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I thought it advisable to get some informa­
tion about the rack svstem, ,,,nd I accord­
ingly asked Mr. Sext,;n, the Deput~· Chief 
Engineer, to look the mattet up for me, 
and see what would be the saving in the 
oost of comtruction by not contouring round 
the Range in order to get the necessary 
height. He reported-

" The attached statem.cnt shows many 
of the rack railways in operation in the. 
world, giving gradu, lengths, weights 
of engines and trains, costs, etc. \Vith 
regard to your remarks as to insertion 
of rack upon pre ;ent 1 in 33 grade pro­
posal between .Mount Ed\\ ards and sum. 
mit of range, I find that a wok might 
be inBerted between 23~ miles point and 
29;!: miles point; length of rack, approxi­
mately H mile; gradient, 1 in 10. This 
would cut out 5~ miles of present survey. 
Rack cannot be commenced further east­
ward on present survey than 23~ mile!", 
as that point is the high, st in the 
locality. Rack might be extf'nded 1 in 
10 grade from 23~ miles back towards 
Mount Edwards, say for about H miles, 
and fresh survey possibly from that 
point to Mount Ed,,·ards on 1 in 50 
grade. It might also be extended west­
ward from 29! miles for about 1 mile, 
possibly enabling fresh survey on to 
summit of 1 in 50 grade. This approxi­
mate 3 miles of rack would shorten pre­
sent survey about 6 mi!Pe." 

I find that there are a number of rack JJail­
wavs in the Hartz Mountains, in Germany. 
The stoopest •s-rade is 1 in 16.6, and the 
length of incline is 4 miles. They carried 
last year 80,000 passengers and 170,000 tons 
of goods over those lines. The system is 
also in existence in Bosnia, New Zealand, 
Stvria, South America, J alJan, and various 
other countries. 'With respect to the objec­
~ions to the 1 in 33 grade in Queensland, 
quoting from the " Minutes of the Proceed-

ings of the Institute of Civil 
[4.30 p.m.] Engineers," volume 120, issued 

in May, 1885, without giving 
han. members a great number of rail­
ways, I find the following amongst others : 
-on the Darjeeling Railway, Himalayas, 
which has the adhesion system, the gauge 
is 2 feet, the steepest gradient 1 in 28, and 
the length of the incline 40 ~ilecJ. The La. 
Guaira-Caracas Railway, Venezuela, has the 
adhesion svstem, with a 3-feet gauge. The 
cost. of construction is £25,000 per mile, 
the· steepest gradient 1 in 27, and the length. 
of incline 23 miles. The }lexican Railway, 
Mex-ico, has the adhesion system, with a. 
4 feet 8! inches gauge, the steepest gradient 
is 1 in 25, and the length of incline 14 
miles. The Callao-Oroya Railway, Peru, has 
the adhesion system, with a 4 feet 8~ inches 
gauge, and the cost of construction was 
£31,960 per mile. . The steepest gradient is 
1 in 25, and the length of incline' 100 miles. 
So that, in speaking of the length of line 
running o;-er a range 'vhere, nec-e-~sarily,. 
our funds will permit us to do it if we wish. 
it can be seen that this 12~ miles with a. 
gradient of 1 in 33 compares favourably with. 
many railways that has been built on the 
Mlhesion system in other parts of the world_ 
We will now come to tho Commissioner's 
report. In approaching this report, I desire: 
to just make a statement in a few words, 
respecting what I was tuld last week. l: 

'was told last week by the hon. member foe 
Warwick that it was said-I do not lmo\1.7 
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by whom-that I had written that rc•port. I 
hope I am not mioquoting the hon. member. 

Mr. G. P. BARXES: You are rather reflect­
ing on the hon. member. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\VAYS: I 
am not 'asting a rPflection on the hon. 
member; I am only just Faying what I 
understood he told me. I do not desire to 
pass any reflection on the hon. memb-'r. All 
I desire to say is that this Committee has 
approved, during the years that I have had 
the honom· of being the Minister for Rail­
ways, I think, of some thirty-four railway 
propositiono, and I think I am quite cor­
rect in faying that of the \vhole of the Com­
missioner's reports that I have presented 
to this House I do not think I have seen 
one of them until they have been presented 
to me as the printed report to be presented 
to the House. 

GOVERNMENT ME~IBERS : Hear, hear ! 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It 

is the Commis-,ioner's report to this House, 
and it would be a most unjustifiable act 
on my part or on the part of the Govern .. 
ment to attenmt to influence the Commis­
sioner in any shape or form in connection 
with any report that he places before the 
House. 

Ho'iOcRABLE ME:\lBERS : Hear, hear ! 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It 

is not presented to me, but to this House, 
and I do not think I need say any more 
about it. I wil~ saY this: that when the 
Commi.osioner presen'hed his report to me 
there was no man more astonished than 
myself. I knew that the Commissioner, from 
a discmsion that we had had-as we must 
have upon the various proposals that may be 
submitted by myself as Jl;linister to the 
House-l knew that the pre,ent Commis­
sioner for Railways, unlike the late Commis­
sioner, did not a nprove of the via recta. I 
knew that he did -r:ot approve of the building 
of what he thought, and ,.,hat is reported to 
be, a route that will take traffic away from 
the present railways. I knew that he thought 
that; but I will say this: that when he 
presented this report to me, it was much 
more adver'e in its terms than what I under­
stood it would be>. 

Mr. MURPHY: It was a staggerer. 
Mr. O'SuLLIVAN interjected. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 

The hon. member for Kennedy says that I 
am going to ignore it. It is my business in 
presenting these plans to the House, in con­
formity with an undertaking practically 
which has been before thu people of South­
we,tern Queensland for thidy ye:1rs, to do 
the be<t I can. (Hear, hear !) I hope hon. 
members will forg·ive me, but it is a very 
invidious position for a Minister to be 
placed in, when he knows that this statement 
is being made. 

Mr. RYAN: Who is making such a state· 
ment as that? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I cannot find out. It ir; po,,,ible, and I 
acknowledge that it is possible, that those 
who are most interested in the construction 
of the via recta, in order to enable them to 
get their produce more economically to 
market, whether it be the oversea market or 
the home market, must necessarily have felt 
extreme!;· di,appointed at the tone of the 
Commissioner's report. · 

Mr. RYAN: The Commissioner's report 
seems to >:ty that the time is not yet ripe. 
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The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
ln 1908, when introducin15 the plans of a line 
from Warwick to Thlaryvale, I made use of 
these word.', which are reported in " Han­
sard," volume cii., page 681-

" I may also state that this will prac­
tically be the first section of the proposed 
via rec'a that we have heard so much of 
for so many years. When the via recta 
is. built the overland jour~ey to Sydney 
Will be 'shortened bv 60 nules-that is to 
say, ·warwick will-be brought 60 miles 
nearer to Brisbane by rail." 

And, .again in 1911, when ;;,traducing the 
Munbii!a to Mount Edwards Railway I made 
use of these words in "Hansard,"' volume 
ex., page 2624-

" The plan of the rai!way that I have 
the pleasure of proposing this afternoon 
is a line in an agricultural district but 
it is also another section of wh~t is 
called the via recta." 

SC? that it will be seen that the idea in my 
mmd, and m the mmd of the Railway De­
partment, was that the via recta should be 
what is called the Munbilla-Mount Edwards 
route-

" One section of that railway was 
brought by myself before the House some 
few years ago-from \V arwick to Mary­
yale-which has now been completed and 
Is open for traffic. The question of the 

· via recta has been before the country for 
many years, and now that settlement is 
so far advanced and the traffic on the 
railways is so enormously increased I 
think Jt is rather a good thing for 'the 
Committee to approve of a railway being 
built from Munbilla to Mount Edwards." 

I gc, on to say-

" If laid with 61-lb. rails the cost would 
be increased to £90,156-about £7;000 
more. If the Government propose, in 
the near future, to ask Parliament to 
apprm" of the construction of a railway 
along the 2'8-mile gap between Mount 
Edwards and Maryvale, then it will be 
advisable to put down 61-lb. rails in the 
first instance." 

~et us take the Commissioner's report which 
IS dated 4th November, 1913, and is pre­
sented to both Houses of Parliament. The 
Commir,sioner says-

" The Range is then ascended by fol­
lowing up a spur, which is the longest 
<>ne available at this part of the Main 
Range, and which offers the best facili­
ties foJO the puqJose. Ev!"n by adopting 
.a maximum rulmg gradient of 1 in 33 
on straight it is not pos8ible to follow 
the top of the spur. It has, therefore, 
been found necessary at 23 miles to 
tunnel through it, and. turning back 
afong the other si~e, ma~e a complete 
Circle so as to agam attam the summit 
above the tunnel." 

The Commissioner kindly and thoughtfully 
attached a plan to his report. 

Mr. CoYNE : It is a very poor plan. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
It is only just to show the general direction. 
I thought the plan was rather informative. 
I would point out that some years ago-­
shortly after I came into Parliament-! was 
v_ery k_eenly interested in t'he building of 
hght hnes of railway, because in my own 
<Iistrict there were 200 or 300 miles of 2-ft. 

railway built for the various mills to carry 
very large quantities-large tonnages-of 
stuff during the six months of the crushing 
season. In order to get all the latest in­
formation I could on the subject, I bought 
a book specially dealing with the subject of 
light railway''· It goes very fully mto the 
question of building light railways over 
ranges. I forget the name of the author 
now, but I can recommend the book to hon. 
members who are interested in light lines 
of railways, and they might read it with 
nrofit. Although in the case of the pro­
posed line we are now dealing with, the line 
has to ascend and come over on top of itself 
by tunnelling, and then come through on a 
<'omplete circle in order to get on to the 
higher ranges, I would point out that in this 
book I read there was a full deecription of 
what is known as the Darjeeling Railway, 
which actually loops the loop several _times 
on its 2-ft. gauge. I understand that It has 
been found to be so successful with the light 
gauge that it has been decided to replace it 
with the standard gauge. The Commis­
sioner in his report goer on to say-

" Grazing country is traversed almost 
throughout, and, owing to the country 
being steep and broken for the greater 
part of the route, there is very little 
prospect of any productive settlement 
taking place." 

That is quite true. As is the case with most 
of our rangy country, unless it is basalty, 
it is not of a suitable character for settle­
ment. The Commissioner goes on in his 
report to say that he estimates the cost of 
the line at £389,384, which is equal to 
.£13,906 per mile. To this must be added 
rolling-stock, which he estimated at .£20,000, 
and the cost of rearranging \V arwick Station, 
which he puts down at .£15,000, making a 
total estimated cost of £424,384. Although 
the inten·st on this amount at 3 per cent. 
would amount to only £12,732, for which the 
ratepayers in the railway district ar~ re· 
sponsible, it has been considered advisable 
that the railway district shall extend from 
the foot of the Range right out to the· west 
of Dirranbandi. Warwick is also included 
in the area and also the line to W allan­
garra. The whole of the country ;.;,at can 
be benefited by this section is 'r .t'~ded in 
the benefited area, and the railway district 
has heen superimposed by other railway dis­
tricts for the reason that there are people 
there who will benefit bv the lessened expense 
of some 57~ to 58 miles of haulage for all 
time. I may say that I am working under 
the 1906 Act, which we are bound to do 
until it is repealed. 

Mr. MAY: You should stick to that Act . 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Then the Commissioner goes on to say-

" The average <annual receipts from 
this traffic, based on the figures for the 
last five years, is as follows :-

Inwards 
Outwards 

,£ 
.... 125,269 
... 123,706 

Total ... .£248,975 
and I estimate that quite 50 per cent. of 
this traffic will be conveyed over this 
section, which will mean a loss to the 
general railway revenue of 57~ miles of 
freight. less 15 miles, the rebate at pre­
sent allowed. It is highly probable that 
by shortening the distance to Brisbane, 
for stations on the South-western border 
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of the State, traffic which now goes to 
New South \Vales and which from its 
geographical position rightly belongs to 
the port of Brisbane, may be secured to 
tho Queensland railways, but it is not 
possible to estimate what such traffic will 
amount to, as there is no certainty of 
its being diverted from its present 
channeL" 

There is one line which will speciall" bene­
fit by thm linking-up, and that is the lin€ 
from ::'11aryvale to Dirranbandi, and the line 
from Warwick to \Y allangarra will also 
benefit in a minor degree. There is no 
doubt that the proper policy to pursue for 
this or any Government, or this or any 
other Parliament, is to extend that south­
western railway. It has not been possible 
to pass any further section than 40 miles 
from Dirranbandi up to the preqent time 
but I say unhesitatingly that the prope; 
policy to conserve the Queensland trade for 
Queensland is to extend that south-western 
railway. 

HoNOURABLE ME)!BERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. CoYNE: It is a pity that you do not 
apply that principle to the south-western 
portion of Queensland as "ell as the 
southern portion of Queensland. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I am speaking of the south-western portion. 
I am speaking of that portion leading from · 
Dirranbandi. The Commissioner continues-

" The Southern mail train will 
naturally go 'by this route, as there 
would be a mving in the time on the 
journey of 1 hour and 40 minutes; but, 
in my opinion, it will also be necessary 
to run a daily mail train up and down 
from Brisbane to Warwick via Too­
woomba, which will connect with the 
Sydney mail train at Warwick. Such 
a service means an additional 81,113 
train miles run in the year, which, at a. 
cost of 3s. 8~d. per train mile, repre­
sents an expenditure of £15,124 per 
e..nnum." 

What I would like to point out is this : 
Will not the constant expansion of trade and 
the expansion of settlement generally war­
rant these trains being run, if this link is 
built-as I believe it will be built? 

Mr. GRANT: What expansion can you get 
between Warwick and Toowoomba that you 
have not now? Where is the room for it? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
That is a pertinent question. The whole of 
that land is settled, but I do think that the 
Darling Downs farms are capable of being­
very much more cut up than at present_ 
That is what I haye always had in my 
mind. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBER!!: Hear, hear! 

The. SECRET .. ARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Mr. Evans. goes on to say-

" It is consequently anticipated that it 
will be made the mail train route be­
tween Brisbane "'nd Sydney." 

And he goes on to report against this pro­
posal, and says that he thinks that the mail 
route will be through t'he Southern border 
of Queensland either via Kyogle and Beau­
desert or Murwillumbah and Tweed Heads. 
At the present time these lines are not 
within measurable distance, and this saving 
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of distance is within measurable view, if 
the Committee approves of the passing of 
this link. 

Mr. COYNE : What is your opinion? 
Mr. BERTRAM: Hear, hear! You have· 

talked for about an 'hour and a-half, and we 
do not know your opinion. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Ycu .xill allow me to give you the informa­
tion first. You will get my opinion. There 
is no question about the policy or my 
opinion. During 1912 this question of con­
necting South Brisbane with the border by 
WPans of a 4 feet 8~ inches line and thE> 
running of a mail train vift Kyogle or 
Tweed Heads was referred to myself by the 
Chief Secretary, and I took considerable 
trouble in order to try if poh.sible t<? get 
the fullest information about it, and what 
I found was this: I oaid-

" I therefore submit the following 
figures for your information and con­
sideration :-

Tweed Beaudesert 
Route. Route. 
Miles. Miles. 

(1) Brisbane to Grafton 233 188 
S. Brisbane to Sydney 663 618 

Via Recta Toowf)omba 
and and 

"'iV'garr:t W'garra 
Route. Route. 
l\1ilP~. :.'\Tiles. 

Brisbane to Sydney .. . 668 .. . 725 
Tho foregoing shows a saving of 5 

miles only on the Tweed He'tds route, 
as against our via rer,ta route. 

(2) The mail train running times to 
Sydney should be approximately-

A. Twe8d Heads route 69 miles 
3 feet 6 inches, 594 miles 4 feet 8:\. 
inches, twenty-three hours, equals 
28.8 miles per hour. 

B. Twc•ed Heads route if 4 feet 8! 
inches line constructed from South 
Brisbane to Tweed Heads, 663 miles, 
4 foot 8~ inch0o, 22 hours, equals 
30.13 miles per honr. 

C. Via recta route, 176 miles 3 feet 
6 inches, 492 miles 4 feet 8! inches,. 
25 miles, equals 26.7 miles per hour. 

D. Pres>,nt rout0. via Toowoornba 
and W allangarra 233 miles 3 feet 
6 inches, 492 miles 4 feet 8~ inches, 
twenty-seven and a-half hours, equals 
26.4 milos per hour. 
Showing a eaving bv the Tweed 

Heads route of two houi·s with mixed 
gauge> and three hours with broad 
gauge throughout as against the via 
recta route. 

Of the 311 miles line to connect West 
Maitland with Grafton there are 33 
miles completecl, 148 miles now under 
constructio-n, and 130 miles not yet 
started. 
" A comparison of passenger far<'S 

credited to Queensland on present basis, 
on number booked and O"l existing rates 
Brisbane to Sydney-total on last year's 
pas,;enger lists, 20,148; total fares, 
£27,803-would show an .annual loss on 
same number of passengers as actually 
carried last year b;--

Tweed Heads route of £18,369; 
Via recta route of £4,008. 

And if the broad gauge be constructed 
to the Southern border a further charge 
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of £26.250 for interest at 3~ per cent. on 
cost of construQtion, making a tDtalloss of 
o£-+4,619 P"r annum, and for what gain?" 

1 "culd like to noint out that the estimatB 
made by the Chief Engineer to myself for 
the construction of a 4 feet 8~ inches line 
from South Brisbane to the Southern border 
was put do.sn approximately at £70~,000. 

Jl.lr. BEBBTXGTOX: On tlw line that you have 
a.Ir.··ady? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\Y~\YS: 
No; it would bo quite necessary not to 
attempt to broaden the 3 feet 6 inches gauge. 
It would be nncossary to build a now line 
vf 4 feat e,~ inchus ~auge frorr1 South l3ris~ 
bane to T"·c• d Head,, or Kyogle. 

Mr. GILLIEF: A new Lack? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Our 3 f<•et 6 inches branches run off the 
present linL'. 

Mr. KIRWAN: You cannot dislocate the 
wiJO!e traffic. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Y<'s; You cannot dislor-:tto tho traffic. The 
Con1~nissjoner goes on to say-

·• To adopt a route on which there 
arc 13 miles of grade equal to 1 in 33 on 
the .straight is, in my opinion, a retro­
grade ·st0!1, seeing th"t during the last 
three y<'ars a sum of about £115,000 has 
been spent in the State in reducing 
~;rades and taking out 5-chain curveo." 

Those are, of crmrse, the views of the Rail­
wav Commis•.ioncr. To a certain extent they 
mu'st be the Yiews of e\ cr-, member on both 
stdPs of tho House, but it would be ven·, 
Yery much better, if eYcnh per.nitted, to 
build 1 in 66 grade onJr this range, but 
financial reasons mn-t be con ·iderod. And 
might I say th,.t if a hungry .,!an cannot get 
salmon to cat, but has tr, <"•mtem himself 
with herring, better for the hungrv man to 
get herring than wait for the salmon, be­
uauso he might wait for such a long time 
that before t 11e salmon co>nos hn will die. 
The positioe1, of Cll1ll '0, is this: That, from 
a raihvay [JOint of Vif'W, it v;ou}d be \·ery, 
vcr.- much bette,· to haYC a line built over 
the' Rangt· with a 1 in tS grad<·. It would 
be better for us to get 1 in 40 on tho pro­
sent route. It might bo flattened out a 
Jittle. Tho onlv nraCtical nroposition v·e 

have' before tho -department is 
[5 p.m.] the 1 in 33 route, and that is 

within mcasuLtble di .•. tancc of 
the Sta~·e's financial abilit·-. The Com-
:rni ,~joner !.:_,oc~ on to say-

" I am afraid thet tho reJuction of 
1·atu to districts served by the v1a 
recta will induce tho:ce served by the 
present route to clamour for a corre­
spondinc:· reduction of rates which, if 
granted, will further reduce the r•·venue, 
;vithout. proYidi~,g .a corro- paneling fall 
1n 'vork1ng LJst .. 

How can :•.nybody possibly clamour for a .re­
duction of rates' If !Wople are 130 m1les 
away from their port they must pay for 130 
miles of haular;n. If the Committee accept 
this proposal, the people in the South­
western portion of the State will be able to 
get more economical transit, as there will 
be a s.avinc- of 42~ miles of haulage. Surely 
they are e'ntitled to that. more especially 
in view of the fact that it is those people 
wlw will have the recnonsibility of meeting 
the interest on the cost of construction. Mr. 
Evans further says-

" Looking at the matter from a rail­
way standpoint onl;r, I do not consider 

that the time has arrived when such an 
immense sum should be expended in con­
structing a line to r-,mpcte with the one 
.already in existence " 

There is no question but the Commissioner's 
fq)ort is quite adver-se to the proposal from 
a railway traffic pomt of v1ew, but there are 
broader aspe< ts of tho m'ttter which should 
be con ,idered. There is the broader aspect 
of serving and opening up that big territory 
that we have along tho Southern border, 
and of ~;iving th<· producCl .. "·h'? are there­
from Manvalc to D1rranband1, and from 
\Varwick ·to \Vallangarra-lesser haulage 
charges for their produc,, than they pay at 
pr<>sG'nt. That will bo accomplished by 
shorteninrr the route at present m existence, 
and that" oan only be. done by. the. Cor;:r­
mittee approving Df th1s connectmg lmk m 
the via recta. On the Bremer Valley ro':'te 
there would be about 17 miles of line whwh 
would be unapproachable for local traffic; 
there would not be a station on that dis­
tance. 

Mr. STEVENS: What gradA is that? The 
1 in 66 grade? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The 1 in 66 ur.ade, or even the 1 in 40 grade. 
\Vhen I wa; in the di:"rict in August last, 
with the Chief Engineer and Mr. Lethem, 
we had not the fullest information on that 
point, but those office-rs wore then under 
the imprcosion that there would not be a 
railway station for 22l miler. On what we 
may call the unapproachable length of the 
1 in 33 route. thno arc about 8 nnles un­
approachable by local tr2ffic, so th.at th<:re 
is an appredable saving in connectlo~ wrth 
the approachability of the Rang.' portwn of 
the route whichever way the !me . may go. 
In £avon; of tho propooition to 'rhwh I am 
h"·kincr the Corn1nittee to say "YE:-s," there 
is thc

0

fact that thoro are ccttlcrs in Moogerah 
and Clumbor ,,·hich run 'o the left, prac­
timlly to tho' south of. the 1 in 33 route, who 
will be sr rved by th1s route, and who Will 
be served by no other rout~. In aslnng .h~:m. 
n1on1bcrs to say ''-Yes" to thiS proposition 
~-\Yluch is whac I think they -,hould do-;-I 
"·oui;J point out that the estimated loss. m 
fruidn·• and fares should be set off agamst 
the 'broader nolicv of consening Que•·nsla.nd's 
f.L,Je for Queensland ports, c.nd assicting the 
poop!<' rmiding in the Southern part of the 
Stnto and otill further on to g "t more e.co­
nomiol transit. I do not think the r;assmg 
of this link ill prejudice tho bmldmg of 
the, line from Lanoficld to Rosevale, or the 
six agric•lltural lines which have already 
been approved b.1 this Iloust;. They must be 
started when money is available, and they 
must be completed lwfore tho construction of 
thio link can be entered U]' .n. 

Mr. GILLIES: \Vhe:-t do you expect t0 build 
tho'·e six .agricultural railways? 

The t'JECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I expect to gc·L to '.York on them as soon as 
ever it is pocsiblc-as soon as we .have got 
the mono·•. The distance from Bnsban.:; tD 
Dirranba;;di via Tommomba is 425 m~les, 
and from Warwick to Dirranbandi 256 m1les. 
The saving in haulage cost from Brisbane t.o 
Dirranbandi which will be effected by th1s 
propos?d conn~stion_is 13.41 per_ ~0nt .. On the 
169 m1lcs from Bnsbane to \\ arwwk, the 
saving in haulage cost will be 33.74 per cent. 

Mr. LENNON : \Vhose figures are those ? 

The SECRET_\.RY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I have drawn these out myself. 
. Mr., LENNON: They are not the Commis­

sioners? 

Hon. W. T. Paget.] 
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The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
No; I have drawn out these figures myself. 
The capital cost of the 294 miles from 
Maryvale to Dirranbandi, according to the 
Commissioner's report for 1913, is £786,533; 
the average capital cost of the 64 miles' 
from Warwick to Wallangarra is £671,872; 
that makes .a total ~apital cost for the lineq 
that are affected by this proposed link, of 
£1.458,405. The estimated expenditure on 
the link including the regauging of the 
Faesifern line; vrhich must, in an;) event be 
done, and the rearr-anging of the ·warwick 
Station, is .£424,384, equalling 29.11 per cent. 
of the extra expenditure to comnlete tho 
system and to crown the far-sighted scheme 
of the late Mr. J. F. Thallon, late Commis­
sioner for Railways. 

Mr. COYNE: \Viii you have to purchase 
any land for railway purposes? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
No. As a matter of fact the Commissioner 
informs me that this line runs through prac­
tic.ally all Crown lands. 

Mr. CoYNE: What about the Warwick 
Station? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I spoke to the Deputy Commissioner-tho 
Commissioner, unfortunately, is indisposed 
and has been unable to be at the office tho 
last few days-this morning with respect to 
this sum of £15,000 for rearranging the 
Warwick Station, and I said as we had 
done a great deal of rearranging at War­
wick quite recently I thought that expen­
diture was unnecessary, and he pointed out 
that with the running of three or four extra 
passenger trains a day it would prob.ably 
be nece•.sary to make some further accom­
modation. Unfortunately I have taken up 
a great deal of the time of the Committee 
this afternoon, but I thought that as this 
proposition was of such very great moment, 
not only to the Southern part of Queens­
land, but to the whole of Queensland as a. 
national policy, I might be forgiven for 
making a very clear explanation of the pro­
position. From the information that I have 
given, hon. members can easily see that I 
am not in accord, from a policy point of 
view, with the Commissioner's railway point 
of view. I do not agree with him from the 
railway point of view. I say we should 
oonsider this question from a broad stand­
point-that it is nece~sary in view of th9 
oonstantly expanding traffic. 

Mr. RYAN: The question is, is it the most 
necessary line? · That is what we have to 
consider. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I think that with the constantly expanding­
traffic that is coming down that Range, it is 
not advi-sable to duplicate the Toowoomba 
Range line at very great expense and still 
hep these people 58 miles further from their 
port than they should be. The very much 
more eoonomical way, the better way, and 
the more statesm-anlike way is for the Com-­
mittee to approve of this link in the via 
recta. I offe.r it to the very careful con­
sideration of the Committee and trust that 
they will approve of the proposition. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. G. P. BARNES (Warwick) : I very­

heartily congratulate the Government in 
having introduced this· long-looked-for sec­
tion of perhaps the most important railway­
that has ever been suggested, or at any-

[Hon. W. T. Paget. 

rate suggested for a great many years, in 
Queensland. Furthermore, it is a pleasure, 
too, to congratulate the Minister UP.On the 
very grc·,~t thoroughneSJ with which he has 
gone into this matter and for the amount 
of information which has been conveyed to 
us. I feel sure that few members of this 
Committee could have had any idea that 
such thorough investigations were being 
made of the various routes that from trme 
to time have come up for discussion. I sup­
pose no railw.ay has interested, or will in­
terest members of this Committee to a 
greater extent than this railway. It is of 
infinite importance to the great \V estern 
trade, to the South-eastern Downs, a matt~r 
of infinite importance to the po~t of Brrs· 
bane and to the people rig-ht along the line 
to \\r allangarra, and, generally speaking, it 
should commend itself to members of the 
Committee. Indeed, for a great many y~ars 
the entire residents of Brisbane, Ipswwh, 
Fassifern, Cunningham, and Warwick have 
supported this line, and chambers ?f .. co;n· 
merce and the various local authontres m· 
terested have passed resolutions in favour 
of the line, all showing that the . unit.ed 
opinion of the people in the drstncts m· 
terested is entirely in favour of the . pro· 
posal which is now before the Commrttee. 
While the building of the via recta has been 
on the cards for thirty years, possibly the 
urgenc0 of the railway has not been so 
apparent until within the la~t twelve year.s. 
As plans of the various sectwns of th~ vra 
recta railway and the great border rarlway 
have been introduced, invariably, as the 
Minister has pointed out, references have 
been made to the via recta, and especially 
was that the case with the Munbilla-Mount 
Edwards section and with the Maryvale 
section-they were all referred to as being 
part and parcel of the via recta railw.ay. 
Members of this Committe" are a ware of 
that fact and, as their unanimous support 
was give;r to those sections when they were 
introduced, it is only natural to expect th-:t 
that support will be again accorde~ on t!ns 
occasion. I admit that in connectiOn wrth 
the Great Western Railway we might not 
have done all we could wish-we might not 
have secured all the trade that was hoped 
for but notwithstanding this, the results 
ha~e pr~ved that the border line has been 
good business to Queensland. Dirranbandi 
has been reached none too soon, as New 
South Wales is now within 2 or 3 miles 
of Mungindi, which is just opposite to 
Thallon, and we may th.ank the late Com· 
missioner for Railways, the present Se<;re· 
tary for Railways, and the present Premrer, 
as well as the late Premier for having been 
far-seeing enough to go ahead, as suggested 
bv Mr Th.allon and secure to Queensland 
the bo;der trade'. Last year the border line 
carried 6,039 bales of . wool, 18,069 eattl<;, 
cond 125,628 sheep, showing that good busi· 
ness has resulted from the pushing out of 
that line. The g1:eat bulk of those people 
will benefit by a saving in the cost of the 
carriage of goods and in passenger £.ares to 
the extent of from 57~ miles to 90 miles. 
Some few will not participate to the same 
extent, but the great majority will. T~e 
Committee will better understand what thrs 
connecting link means when I tell them­
and I am not referring to the vast territory 
beyond that now served by the railw-ay­
that the line will serve an area of 29,000 
square miles of country, or 18,660,000 acres. 
It will serve an area greater than the whol~ 
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of Tasmania; greater than Denmark and 
Holland combined; greater than Switzerland 
and Belgium together; it will serve an area 
equal to one-third of the size of Victoria. 
TJ:.e: benefited ar~a suggested by the Com­
miFSIOner emphasises the truth in .1 stronger 
way than anything I could say, for he sug­
gests a benefited area extending right away 
from Engelsburg to Dirranbandi, and again 
to \V allangarra. This area contains 31 000 
peopl<:>. and the country is stocked as 'fol­
lows :-Horses, 53,000; cattle, 256,00G; pigo, 
23,000; and sheep, 1,557,000. This countrv-

• large enough for a kingdom in itse!f-p'ro­
duces the best of products, the finest of 
stock; the fleeces from its flocks top the 
market; it produces grain of the very finest 
quality; the fruit of its orchards is the prid-' 
of Queensland. It possesses very great 
natural and climatic advantages. and yet 
the repo1:t we have had from the Commis­
sioner for Railways would seek to deprive 
the inhabitants of these districts-these 
toilers-of their true geographical right. It 
would seek to doom the majority of them 
to travel fran: 57~ to 90 mile a unnecessarily, 
and to contmue to filch from them in 
freights one-third and in fares 50 per cent. 
more than they should have to pay. I 
submit _that the Commissioner, in his report, 
has failed utterly to realise the position. 
He has overlooked completely the history 
which ha., _been given us to-day, by the 
MmiRter, ot the bordcw railway. I am sorry 
to say that he seems to have overlooked 
the policy of the department which he re­
presents, and seems to have in view the 
fixing upon the people burdens which should 
be removed. The Committee has to face to­
day the question of the completion or the 
non-completion o.f the work the country has 
set out to do, and which has been going 
steadily on for the last twelve years. Ten 
years ago the Commissioner might haYe 
come down with a report so condemnatory 
as that which he has recently submitted on 
this proposal, and New South \Vales could 
then have stepped in and annexed the trade. 
But not so now; and I appeal to this Com­
mittee to act in the interests of Queensland. 
The Commissioner's opinion-which many 
are disposed to pay heed to-should not be 
heeded. It should not be allowed to inter­
fere with the aims and ambitions of the 
department and of the Government in press­
in" out and securing the trade of the West. 
Even now the department only holds its 
trade by making various reductions. I find 
that very large reductions are made in order 
to retain the trade that has been secured. 
On many lines of goods concessions are made 
on the ruling rates which really more than 
cover the 57k1 miles of carriage to which the 
Commis,,ioner has referred. The via recta 
and the border line have for years been con­
sidered as one. Perhaps it is well that I 
should read from the report written by ::Yir. 
Stanley to show that as far back as 1886 he 
regarded the two lines as one- -

" Apart, however, from the question of 
local traffic, the importance of the direct 
line to Warwick, in connection with the 
future through traffic between Queens­
land and the Southern colonies, cannot be 
over-estimated, seeing that its construc­
tion will effect a saving in the through 
distance of nearly 60· miles, as compared 
with the existing line via Toowoomba. 
But what I submit to be of equal if 
not greater, moment is the fact that, 

combined with the contemplated line from 
Warwick tD St. George, it would be the 
means of securing for this colony the 
traffic along the South-western border, 
which otherwise would in all probability 
be drawn to_wards New South ·wales." 

Prior to this the £10,000,000 loan was passed, 
and the line has since been built both west­
"a.rd and eastwar·J from ·warwick. In 1895 
::Y1r. Thallon reported upon the border line, 
and I think the Committee, knowing that 
Mr. Thallon was an extremely far-seeing 
man, would like to hear what he said when 
writing on the Warwick to Warrego River 
Railway-

" This direct line to ·warwick is an 
important factor in determining the 
route of the new line proposed to secure 
Queensland trade to Queensland ports. 
That it will be made in the next genera­
tion, if not by the present, I have not 
the slightest doubt, and I give the fol­
lowing reasons in support of my view:­
It will shorten the journey to Sydney by 
two and a-half hours, and this saving 
will be of much more importance when 
the Central district has been connected 
with Brisbane by rail. I look to the 
connection with the Central district for 
a great accession to our revenue from 
intercolonial passengers, because people 
who do travel will travel oftener when 
the fatigue and time and consequent ex­
pense of the journey have been reduced, 
and many will travel then who travel 
not at all now on account of mal-de­
mer. I prefer the Warwick route be­
cause the distance from the seaboard to 
the ~ich district south of St. George and 
Cunnamulla is shorter than via Chade­
ville or Yeulba. The distance via 
Charleville to Cunnamulla will be 618 
miles; but, as it will be neces'-1rY to go 
south of Cunnamulla to make sure of the 
trade, we may put it down at 650 miles. 
The distance via Warwick to the Wa:r­
rego would be 568 miles, and, if the 
Ipswich-\Yarwick line were constructed, 
only 500 miles. . . . I am strongly of 
opinion, therefore, that our additional 
railway should run east and west--not 
north and south-and so secure the 
trade to Brisbane for ever and ever. . -· 
The residents of the St. George and 
Cunnamulla districts would doubtless be 
as well served by an extension of the 
New South Wales lines from Narrabri 
and Bourke, and they would probably 
cost less. Possibly that will be done if 
the long-talked-of federation comes 
about, but the port of Brisbane would, 
in that case, lose the trade for ever, 
and it is not to be thought of by Queens­
landers." 

:Mr. Lethem renorted at the same time-
" With the advent of federation, and 

the consequent abolition of differential 
rates, and the construction of a direct 
line to Warwick, which is certain to be 
built sooner or later, it would un­
doubtedly open out the largest area of 
country in New South Wales and 
Queensland." 

The policy of building railways ee.st and 
west has been followed, and we all know 
that the v.ariouR sedions have been intro­
duced -as part and pcucel of the one railway 
system, and I think I am justified in -say­
ing that Mr. EYans appears to 'have been 

!Jfr. G. P. Barnes.} 
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unmindful of the policy of his department, 
and in consequence this Committee should 
not take any notice of his recommend<ttion 
on the present occasion. The deYclopment 
and permanency of the border trade itself 
which io now coming to Brisb,,ne depends 
upon this line, and we know in the past, 
from the action of the <hamber of com­
merc-e, how Brisbane merchants aro aliye to 
that fact. If we had to reply on one argu­
ment alone, th1.t argument would be ample, 
and we would fail in our dutv to the State 
if we did not pursue the work which was 
overtaken when the first section towards the 
border was opened, and if we did not follow 
thr, policy »hich was laid down by that far­
seeing man, Mr. Thallon. The report deals 
With the interstate traffic; it giV€ ,, first and 
only place of import<tnce to that. There is 
no ·doubt that this traffic has grown, and it 
is worthy of some notice. In 190B, the num­
ber of passengers for the year was 27,798, 
while in 1912 tl<e number toblled 48,706, or, 
in four years, an incre-use of. rather more 
than 75 per cent. Mr. EYans seems to 
think that this will go by the Tweed, or by 
Kyogle, but I am inclined to think that dur­
ing the summer months the mountain route 
will be preferred. Even if we had the Tweed 
railwa0 built, with the information before 
us to-day, so ably moved "nd so fully given 
by the Secretary for R<1ilwap, when the 
huge cost is considered, and when no funds 
oommem,urate with the expenditure will be 
forthcoming, it is extremely doubtful if we 
£re going to ITI€et a raihYay running viB. 
the Twe~d or via Kyogle quite as early as 
we expect, and it seems bad busin"·'s to 
enc.mrage the construction of a line which 
is going to yield so little result. About 10 
per cent. only of the 1-assengu fares will 
oome to Queensland, w;rilst via \Vallangarra 
the country will continue to enjoy oome 25 
per cent., at any rate, of the pacseng<'t farN. 
I would like to not•J t'his fact: That on the 
3rd September last, rr~urm, at mY instance, 
were laid on the table, showing that since 
1624 the districts of which \Varwick is the 
centr•• paid in railage no leco .a sum than 
£3,1M,3Q4. The department statPoJ that the 
appr·Jximat'" proportion of the thnugh 
traffic was 50 per cent., which is, therefore, 
£1,577,304. Now, to come by a roundabout 
rout<•, an allo'.1ance of 15 mil<•· has be+'n 
made, .as pointed out by the Secretary for 
RaihHtys, but there still remains a charge 
of 44 miles, and which worked out is equal 
to one quarter, or £394,000. 

The bell indicated that portion of the hon. 
member's time had expired. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES (continuing) : Seeing, 
howevBr, th.a t no 15 miles allo wanc•c is made 
in pac ''enger fares, and that the railway was 
constructed vears before 18P4, it is evident 
that the districts of which Warwick is the 
Dentre have paid in excess railage during 
that period a sum approaching not less than 
£500,000. Is this .a just impost? Is this 
Houee going to nerpetuate a wrong of that 
description? Is it going to earn that kind 
of thing on indefinitely? We 'pay every clay 
one-third more than we should pay, accord­
ing to mileage rates, on our goods, and we 
pay 50 pBr cent. on all pascBnger fares. 
That will be seen if I just state the passen­
ger fares as they ·ar,e to-day. The first class 
is £1 6s. 1d. ; by the via recta route it will 
be 17s. 6d. The second class is 16s. 10d.; by 
the v'ia recta route it will be lls. 3d. I 
want the Committee to notice that in this 
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question of shortening of distance by 57~ 
milos they arc dealing with one of the best, 
mo•·t fertile, and most stable portrons of 
Queensland. lYe have to remember that 
out of the C-\1,420 .acres of land under culti­
vation in Queensland, no le"e an area. than 
222 997 acres is in the area v luch will be 
bedcfited by this railway. In addition to 
that, la•t vear the district of \Yarwich. alone 
produced -about one-fifth of the wh?le of the 
wheat grown in Queensland~ whilst \Var­
wick and Cunningham combmed produced 
no le,s than 62.83 per cent. ; approxrmately 
two-t'hirds of the wheat produced in Queens- · 
]and last year was produced in the. area that 
will be benefited by thB construction of the 
railwav now before tho House, The regret 
is that not .a word in the report is said in 
the direction of summing up the .ad vantage 
which the via recta will be to thousands of 
farmers, graziers, dairymen, and orchardists 
who have been kept back for years b~· hav­
ing to pay these excessive rates. Is the 
difficulty encountered by a grade ?f 1 rn 33, 
over 12 milDs of country, to stand m the way 
of the rapid development of .a great area 
of country? I take it that tha_t answer 'has 
been given fully ,~nd convmcmgly_ by the 
Secretary for Railways. Regarding t~e 
grade of 1 in 33, Mr. Stanley repo~tcd m 
1886 very convincingly, and _made hg~t of 
the underLking to construct It. He sard-

" Although opposed on the sco;e of 
economical working to the general mtro· 
duction of steopDr gradients than 1 in 50, 
I am of opinion that vchere an excep­
tional difficulty sucl1 as the a>.·.ent o~ t~e 
J\fain Ran"'e ha< to be overcome withtn 
a reasonable limit of cost, the use of an 
abnormal gradient is perfectly justifi­
able." 

And then he went on to -"·%y-and this was 
not read by the Minister-

" I propose to meet the difficul~y. of 
working this incline by_ providmg 
specially powe~ful locomotrve engrnes 
to assist trains m accendmg. It has been 
suggested by the lowmotive engin~er, 
in order to sc·cure the a.dvanta!Ye of usmg 
heavier engines than can conveniently be 
placed on the 3 feet o inches gaug:, that 
a second line of rarls should be taid out­
side the ordinary ones on a wider gauil''e. 
This I consider, would answer admrr­
abh-' ,and although it might not bo neces­
sar},' to ;esort to such an expedient at 
first, it would, I thin~, be well to keep 
it in view in designmg the works,_ so 
that it could be adcpted at a future hme 
if the development of the traffic should 
render the use of additional power 
desirable." 

The bell indic«ted that the second portion 
of the hon. member's time had expired. 

Mr. G, P. BAR::\TES: I will take the other 
five minutes. It seems to me thap t)re groun.ds 
of objection on which the Comrnrsswn~r relres 
are reallv more technical than otherwise, and 
no one can complain that the Commissioner 
should bring under the noti~A of his Minister 
and the Hom<' the facts whrch he has done; 
but what I do complain about is that he 
failed to look ar<mnd and to grip the funda· 
mental position. He indulged, as the Min­
ister seemed to indicate, in no wide outlook; 
he fixed his trouv,hts alone on the 12:.\- miles 
of a mountain climb. He associated himself 
alone with the evanes{'ent side of the ques­
tion-namely, interstate traffic. This, he said, 
is likely to go by another route. It is to be 



1vi aunt Edwards ;o ll0 NOVEMBER.] lf:Iaryvale Railway. 2601 

~cgretted that the Commissioner failed on 
th:, occasion to llx his eye upon the per­
manent, the lasting, the growing thinf< which 
had, .and which has to do, with the great 
\V e'tern tr:tcle. The report fails, except in 
the weakc 't fashion, to LOnnect the via recta 
with tho border trade, which is practic:olly, 
y·hat was expected of it, one of the best 
paying lines in Queen"land. It seems to me 
incomprehensible that tho Commissioner 
should have failed on this occasion to take a 
much ider outlook on the question. I re­
member that I had ,everal talks with the late 
Mr. Thallon on this question, and nothing 
excited him so much as tho opportunity which 
this State had of pushing her railways west. 
There was no enterprise that he entQred into 
vrith such £moe .and such vim a e the idea of 
~0nscrving Queensland's trade for Queens­
land ports. " \Vhen you first go into that 
Western country," Mr. Thallon said, "you 
strike a pro,·inc<' as big as Scotland." 
It may be an area of inferior coun­
try, but on g·oing further out J ou strike 
another province as big as Scotland, 
which is good country. I feel sure that some­
thing must have happ3ned to Mr. Evans 
when he dictated that report, because the 
report is so unlike him. He usually takes a 
big, broad, practical view of things, but, in 
this instance, he seems to have lost sight 
entirely of the greater things which have to 
do with this matter. He has taken the least 
.of the three great questions which have to 
do \vith tho construction of the via recta, 
and that is the interstate traffic, but he over­
looks a matter which is of much greater im· 
portance to us, and that is tho grPat border 
traffic. IVH have already spent huge sums 
of money on that border railway, and we 
will have fo spend more on it. It would 
simply be a ccandalous waste of time .and 
money if we did not go on with that border 
line. However, it is pleasing to hear that it 
is not tho object of the department to stand 
still, but to take that rail" ay right out to 
the \Van·ego, and so enjoy the great trade 
which will flow from that source. The con­
cern of Brisbane .and Brisbane merchants 
should be how to lay hold of that border 
trade and how to keep it. There is only one 
way of doing it, and th?-t is the way pointed 
out by the late Uomm1sswner Thallon, by Mr. 
Kidston, b:; tho Secretary for Raih' ays, and 
by the Chid Secretary. The only way of 
aecuring and retaining this border trade is 
to build this last link of the via recta, and 
also by lengthening the border line. I hope 
the Commitoe will view it in this way-that 
there is absolute danger to Brisbane and to 
the whole State if in any wac· heed is given 
to the rc,commondations of the Commissioner 
for Railways. If Brisbane merchants show 
indecision and m ;,iloct, and tho Railway De­
partment sho•v indecision .and neglect--

ThG boll indicated that the final portion 
of the hon. member's time had expired. 

Mr. G. P. BAR='JES' If the; fail to view 
this mattnr w1th that ;,tatosmanlike policy 
which the question demands-·-

The CHAIRMAN ' Order, order ! 
Mr. G. P. BARNES' Then one day Bris­

bane will wake up to find that it is too late. 
Mr. STEVENS (Rosewood) : I listened to 

all that the S<:'nretary for Railways had to 
say, and heard all his statements, and I wish 
it to be distinctly understood that I am not 
in any sense opposed to the via recta, nor do 
I wish to del a v the construction of the line 
by one hour. We have been informed by both 
the Premier and the Minister for Ral!ways 

that although a promise was given that the 
plan's would be tabled this session, the con­
struction would not be forwarded by the 
passing of the plans this session, and the co.n­
struction of the line would have to take Its 
turn with the other lines which we have 
paccod. On these ground.c, then, I maintain 
that there ie nothing; gained by the House, 
at this late hour of the se sion, rushmg these 
plae<s thro,Jgh. v:;·hat I do maintain is th":t 
by defeaing the matter for a time-say unt1l 
next FC'··sion of Parliament-the officers of the 
H,ailway Department will have an oppor­
tunity of probably finding a better route 
than they have up to the present been able 
to discover. \Vhen introducing a deputa·· 
tion from my electorate to the Minister .for 
Railway a few weekc ago o_n th1s questwn, 
I mentioned to the ::\Iinister that it had been 
suggested to me that a better route could be 
found. I mentioned that the route through 
Cunningham's Gap had been spoken of as 
being 5 to 10 tnilPs shorter than the route 
the plans of which we are asked to .adopt 
this evening. I am informed that this other 
route has never had a sqrious investigation 
by officers of the department. Then, I notiged 
a ktter which appeared in the "Brisbane 
Courier " some time ago from a resident at 
Maryvale. This writer said-

,, The only alteration which would do 
any good to me personally would b~ to 
take the Tine from the present termmus 
at Maryvale up the north branch of 
Glengallan Creek, tunnel through some 
60 chains of the :Main Range at the head 
of Bell's Creek, thc·nce down the Bremer 
Valley, thereby shortening the distance 
some 10 or 12 miles. This would pass 
through my property, but as this ro':'te 
seems to have quito "-caped the notiCe 
of the mrveyors (why, I am at a loss to 
understand) it is now too Jato to advo­
cate it." 

The writer of that letter said he did not wish 
to delay the construction of the line, and 
neither d·J I. \Yithout delaying the construe· 
tion by one hour, mfficient time can be 
all'?wed the surve:,ors and engineers _of th.e 
Ra1hn.v Department to make further mvesti­
gations' of the country, and see if am·thing 
can be gained by adopting this other route. 

The PRE3!IER' \Yhat is that route known 
as? 

Mr. STEVEKS : I know nothing of it 
except what I nad in the "Courirr." I 
drew tho Minister's attention to the letter. 
It appearecl in the " Courier " on the 7th 
of last month. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That was 
th,· letter from ·woodley Yoroton 1 

Mr. STEVEKS: Yes. When I spoke about 
the letter to the 1\linistor, he said it was a 
strange thing if a new route could be dis­
covered that one of the railway surveyors 
did not discover it. The Minister discounted 
that statement, however, when, during his 
reply to the deputation, he said that on 
the North Coast line whore he himself resides 
there were deviations being made, and that 
anyone would wonder how the surveyors 
overlooked the better route in the first in­
stance. 

- The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: There are 
deviations being .made all over the State. 

Mr. STE\EKS: Seeing that these devia­
tions are being made it is a very strange 
thing that the railway surveyors did not find 
them out originally. If that is the case in 
plain open country, is it not very much more 
likely to be the case in difficult country like 

Mr. Stevens.] 
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the Range? I maintain that it is very much 
more likely that a route of this sort should 
be mis,, ed by the surveyors than that they 
'' ould miss the best route in open country. 
I think the Committee generally-at least, 
tho,e ,,ho know anything about the bush­
will understand that a bushman who knows 
this country intimately would l:e the best 
man to point out to the surveyors where to 
look for the best route through this country. 
Tho Commis,,;oner's adverse report on this 
grade should, I think, cause th<J Committee 
to h< ·itate before they accept thB plans of 
which tho adoption has been moved by the 
Secretary for Railways. I quite agree with 
the Commissionm that to build a trunk line 
on a 1 in 33 grade is a retrograde step 
although I do not agree with him in his 
general condemnation of the via recta as a 
principle. But I think it must be 'agreed 
that every precaution should be tak<m, every 
care should be taken, tD find a bette•· route 
and a void the 1 in 33 gr<J.de if it is at all 
possible But my principal objection to the 
adoption of thc,a plans is not affected by 
the 1 in 33 gr&de or any other grade. My 
chief objection comes when you get down the 
Range, because I maintain that from there 
the route should come down the Bremer 
Valley to Lanefield rather than b:v Munbilla 
<1nd the Fassifern line to Ipswich, causing 
the construction of a line 13 or 14 miles 
longer over country which has already a linn 
and has had one for the past twenty or 
twenty-five years. The Minister, when speak­
ing to his motion, mentioned that some two 
years ago a line was surveyed from Lane­
field to Llandawke-that is, to the £oot of. 
the Range, to the 1 in 33 grade. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Three 
different routes. 

Mr. STEVENS: A survey was made from 
Lanefield. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That is so. 
Mr. STEVE="S : But up to the present 

time, although I have been harassing the 
department at very frequent intervals for 
months past, I have not been able to obtain 
an estimate of the cost of that line on that 
survey, and I maintain that the Committee 
have the right to know what the cost of a 
line in that direction will be before they 
ado ;)t the plans of the line before the House. 

Mr. RYAN: You want more information? 
Mr. STEVENS: We want more informa­

tion. I maintain that we have the right to 
demand more information. The~ Fassifern 
people have r>njoyed the benefits of a rail­
way for the past twenty or twenty-five years, 
wheF,as the people of the Bremer Valley 
and Rosevale have been promised a r<J.ilway 
for that time, but up to the pre;ent time, 
their hopes have been deferred and they are 
apparentl:v no nearer tD the construction of 
a railway than they were twenty years ago, 
although the Minister s<tys that the passing 
of this line will not necessarily prevent the 
building of a lin<> to Rosevale. But, why 
should two lines be built if one line can be 
built more BConomically to carry the whole 
of the traffic better and also serve those 
people who have boon languishing for a 
railway so long? I maintain that the Com· 
mittee have the right to this information 
before they pass these or any other plans. 

Mr. RYAN : You are not asking us to vote 
against the line? 

Mr. STEVENS: I am not asking anybody 
to vote against the principle of the via recta. 

[11f r. Stevens. 

I have an amendment to the Minister's 
motion which I intend to move, and which 
I trust' the Minister will see the wisdom of 
accepting. I think it is a very reasonabl_e 
amendment indeed, and, as I say, there .Is 
nothing to be g<J.ined so far as I can see, m 
point of time, in putting through t!'e plans 
this so·,sion, whereao ,a very great gain might 
accrue to the country through having this 
matter defcrn·d for a few monthe in order 
that further investigation might be made 
and possibly a better route through the 
Range found and, at any rate', a line adopted 
from the foot of the Range t<:> Lanefield, . a 
new line which I maint<tin, can be bmlt 
at less ~st than' the line from Munbill<1 to 
Ipswich can be renewed. I do not intend 
to laoour this question. . I_ think it i_s . a 
plain common-sense propositiOn. The MiniS­
ter has gone very elaborately into the history 
of the proposition, omitting only the fact 
that I have mentioned-the cost of the con­
nection from the foot of the Range to Lane­
field. The plan, which has been on view 
here for the past few days, one would natur­
ally suppose would show all the surveyed 
routes but it does not s'how the route that 
I hav~ mentioned, and which. tbe people of 
the Bremm VaHey maintain should be ~he 
line on which this via recta should be bmlt. 
Why it has not been shown I do not know, 
and why the eetimate of the cost h_as . not 
been obtainable I do not know, but 1t Is a 
fact that up to the present, the estimate h~a 
not been obt<J.inable although I asked for It· 
many months ago and I have been constant 
in my reminders to the office. The amend­
ment' which I wish to move is as follov;s :-

" That the question be amended by the 
omission of all the words aft*er the word 
'that,' w'here it first occurs, with a view 
to the inoertion in their place of the 
words ' in the opinion of this Commit!'ee, 
the consideration of the plan, sectwn, 
and book of reference of this railway 
from Mount Edwards to Maryvale, 
should not be proceeded with until 
further inquirv has been made by the 
officers of the, department, with a view 
to finding a better route, and that a 
further report be submitted to Parlia­
ment.'" 

I think that it will be admitted that that is 
a very rC'asonable <J.mendment. 

The bell indicated that portion of the hon. 
member's time had expired. 

Mr. MuRPHY: Mr. Grayson will support 
that. (Laughter.) 

Mr. STEYENS : I am not asking anyone 
to vote against the via recta, and I hope 
that the Minister will see the wisdom of 
adopting the amendment. 

Mr. RYAN: How long do :rou w<J.nt it post­
poned? 

Mr. STEVENS: I am not naming any 
time. I do not know t'hat any time should 
be named, and' I do not think it would be 
at all necessary to postpone it beyond the 
next session of Parliament. My own idea is 
that nine m<,mths, at any rate, would be 
amply sufficient for the investigations, and 
certainly would be sufficient for the informa­
tion as to the line from Lanefield to the foot 
of the Range to be made available to the 
Committee. 

Mr. RYAN: You have no intention of being 
obstructive in any way? 

Hon. R. PHILP : Not like you were. 
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Mr. STEVENS: I have no intentio~ of 
being obstructive. In moving an amendment 
t~ the motion I do not wish to obotruct the 
VI~ ~ecta m any shape or form. It is 
prmcipally with the connection below the 

Range that I am concerned. I 
[7 p.m.] believe it is desirable that fur­
. ther investigation should be, made 

with the ob1ect of finding a better route over 
the Range. I maintain that from tho foot 
of the Range the line should co.me ·down 
the Bremer Valley, because it would serve 
the same people as ·the Munbilla route would 
serve-namely, the residents of the Fassifern 
Estate-better than the Munbilla to Mount 
E·dv.ards h'!e would ,ervc them, and would at 
the same time serve the people of Rosevale 
and the Bremer, who have been promised 
a railway for many years. It was admitted 
by Mr. Stanley, in his report, that it was 
ne?B~sary ~o build that railway, and the 
MI.mster himself admits that it should be 
bmlt. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: From Lane­
field to Rosevale. 

Mr. STEVENS: Then, why not cross the 
road ~o the foot of the Range 1 The recon­
structiOn of the existing line will cost more 
than the ne_w line I have mentioned. It 
has been said that in any case it will be 
nec.essary to ~econstruct the Fassiiern line. I 
believe that IS true to a certain extent also 
that . the grades of the section between 
Ipswwh and Harrisville will have to be re­
duced. ~u~ that is a very different matter 
from _bmldmg a new line from Inswich to 
Munbilla to carry mail trains and the heavy 
traffic which. will come from the South­
~estern district. For the purpose of carry­
mg that traffic a new line will have to be 
built from Ipswich to Munbilla and the 
cost of. constructing that line wili bo very 
heavy mdeed. I do not know whether mem­
bers of t~e Committee are aware that the 
present lme ~rom Ipswich to Harrisville 
crosses the mam road from Brisbane to the 
West on an unprotected level crossing. 

The bell indicated that a further portion 
of the han. member's time had expired. 

. Mr.. STEVE:r\_S (continuing), said: I 
1magme that neither the Minister nor the 
Commi~sioner will contend that a main 
trunk !me should be carried over that road 
a'!d to avoid it a very expencive viaduct 
w1ll be necessary in order to carry the line 
over the street and allow the traffic to go 
under the railway. There are many reasons 
why the line should come down the Bremer 
Valley,. and I maintain that the Committee 
are entitled to more information as to the 
proba~le cost of a railway by that route 
than IS at present available. The Minister 
gave elaborate information with regard to 
eveJ;y other route, and members of the com­
mittee, judging from the han. gentleman's 
remark_s an;:J the map hung on the wall, 
wol!ld 1magme that we have only two alter­
natlves-namely, the 1 in 33 route and the 
1 in 66 route-which would cost something 
like £1,000,000 to build. That is not cor­
rect, and the Minister know~ that perfectly 
well. My reason for moving an amendment 
to the motion is to give the officers of the 
depa.rtment time to further investigate the 
matter; and to submit further information 
to the members of this Committee. · I beg 
to move the amendment. 
. Mr. BEBBINGTON (Drayton) : In second­
mg the amendment I have no idea whatever 

of voting against the principle of the via 
recta, but simply desire to secure the best 
route possible. It is well known now that 
if those who built the line to ToowoDmba 
had had the same knowledge of the Main 
Range as the department possesses at the 
prPsent time they could have shortened the 
distance over the Range by 10 mile··, and .we 
do not know that the same thing will not 
happen with regard to this railway. There 
may be places on the Range where better 
crossings can be obtained than those now 
adopted. 

Mr. GRAYSON: Have you been over the 
route? 

Mr. BEDDING TON: I am going by the 
Commissioner's report. Although the Com­
missioner for Railways stood very high in 
the estimation of every member of the 
House, I think his credit has gone up 50 
per cent. since he made his report on this 
railway to the House. It is a well-known 
fact that both parties in the House-tho 
Labour parh and the Liberal party-are in 
favour of the construction of this line, and 
I think the Commissioner is to be compli­
mented upon his report, which states exactly 
·"hat he thinb. I am not against the rail­
way. I had decided not to vote against it, 
but when I ~.aw the report I thought it would 
be better to try and obtain another route. 
I do not wish to obstruct the line in any 
way, but there is no urgent need for it. It 
is admitted that it cannot be constructed 
for a year or two. Now, let us see what the 
charges are. \Ve are told of the heavy rates 
they have. to pay, and that there is a danger 
of the ::\' ew South \Y ales trade going to 
Sydney. 'I'hcre is no danger whatever. Let 
us seg whet the rates are. From Wallan­
garra to Brisbane, for wheat and barley they 
pay lls. 6d. per ton, and for hay and cha.ff 
15s. 9d. per ton ; and from Toowoomba 
to Brisbane, Ss. lOd. per ton. They are 
carrying the New South Wales produce 123 
miles for 2s. 8d. per ton. Does not that 
show that they are doing all they possibly 
can to get the trade for Brisbane? \Vhat 
profit is there in carrying stuff 123 miles for 
2s. 8d. per ton ? It dors not pay for the 
axle rn•aSi'. ThGcC farmers in New South 
\Vnle., are co,npvting with our fanners, an'<! 
I do not seo why the Railway Department 
should carry their stuff that cheaply. From 
Warwick to Brisbane the rate is lOs. 6d. per 
ton for wheat and b~rlcy, and 12- 2d. for 
hay a.nd chaff; and from Toowoomba Ss. lOd. 
That shmY' that every consideration possible 
has been shown t-o the farmers in that dis­
trict. There is no reason why the via recta 
should be constructed at once, and the most 
advisable thing to do is to delay the line in 
order to· get more time to seleet the best 
possible route. For that rea,son I am second­
ing th<· amendment. 

Mr. GRAYSO~ (Cunningham): I listened 
very attentively to the speech delivered by 
the han. member for Rose\\ ood, and with not 
so much interest to the speech of the han. 
wcmbcr for Drayton. The han. me'nber for 
Ro,owood advoc idnd that the via recta 
should be constructed via the Bremer Valley, 
and it appears to me that this is a Kathleen 
Mavourneen amendment-it may not be built 
now and probabl"' not forever. 

At thirteen minutes past 7 o'clock p.m., 
The CH.URMAN said: Under Standing 

Order No. 11, I call upon the han. member­
for Bremer to relieve me in the chair. 

Mr. CRIBB thereupon took the chair. 

Mr. Grayson.] 
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Mr. GRAYSON: The han. member, in 
moving the amendment, stated en,phatically 
that he was in favour of the cow~truction of 
the via recta, but he wound up by proposing 
.aJ. amendment that the !ina be delayed until 
the matter had been further inn otigated. 
There is no one in the Committee who 
know' better than you, Mr. Cribb, that the 
!me has been under consideration for the 
last thirty years. Mr. Lethcm, the officer 
in charge of the Railway Survey Branch. 
:vho is Hw greatest railway surveYor wo havC 
In Qu~-~r'nsl.:tnd, \Vas on that range for over 
two_ years surve;, ing the via recta, and 
durmg those two years, with the a:c3istancu 
of many others, he tried to discover the best 
route over the Main Range for a direct line 
from \Vanvick to Munbilla. I know for a 
fact that during the time Mr. Lcth<'m was 
making his survey several of the leading 
residents of \V arwick and district went to 
tlw ::V1ain Range, and camped out there 
several nights, and assisted Mr. Lethem in 
m·er_: pos,ible way to diRcover a better route 
Ihan the one through Cunningham's Gap, 
and, after a careful investigation of the 
different gaps in the Main Range, particu­
larly Emu Vale, Killarney, and Cunning­
ham's Gap, :Mr. Lathem came to the con­
clusion that the only reasonable opening 
through the Range was via Munbilla and 
throug·h Spicer's Peak Gap. The han. mem­
ber for Rosewood has been advocating the 
construction of a line from Cunningham's 
Gap down the Bremer Valley. \Ve havo Mr. 
Stanley's report before us, and, in the face 
of that report, it is inconceivable to mo that 
the han. member for Rosewood should move 
such an amendment. Mr. Lethem spent two 
years on the pre ;ent route and Mr. Stanley, 
who was then Chief Engineer for Oueens­
land Railways, also travelled ove, the dif­
ferent routes, and prcpued a report, which 
was submitted to Parliament. That report 
j,, before us in black and white. and Mr. 
Stanley states that the line via Spicer's 
Peak and Gap road, via Ro,~,£W, ood and Rose-
' ale, would cost £955,875, and that a line via 
Mount Edward'" and :Munbilla would cost 
£529,625-a difference in favour of the route 
selected by the Minister for Railways of 
£424,350. I would like to know, in the face 
of those figures, whT thr hon. member 
moved the amrlldmcnt he has moved this 
afternoon. Has the hon. member no con­
sideration whatever for those who are in­
cluded ir, the benefited area? Is it likelv 
that those who have to bear the brunt of 
any deficiency that maY occur in the working 
of this line arc going to consent to the extra 
expr nditure of £424,350 for a line down the 
Bremer Valley? I must congratulate the 
Minister for Railways on the able way in 
which he has laid the ca e for the .via recta 
before the Committee this afternoon. He 
dest-rves every praise, even from those mem~ 
hers who are opposed to the via recta, for 
the cl~ar and distinct way in which he laid 
the matter bPforo the Hou>e. (Hear, hear!) 
The Minister for Railways, in speaking 
about the Brem'c'· Valley route, stated that 
the men who sur,-c:·ed tht' route from Cun­
ningham's GaD via Spicer's Peak reported 
that for 22 miles on that route the depart­
ment would not onh be unable to erect rail­
way stations but th-at they would be unable 
to erect a railway siding ; the country is so 
steep and precipitous that it would be 
utte_rly impossi~le to -;r~r.t either a railway 
£tatwn or a railway sidmg for 22 miles. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: No; I never 
J~aid anything about a railway siding. 

_[ll.fr. Grayson. 

Mr. GRAYSON: The han. gentleman said 
.also that th<' line would be unapproaehablo 
for local traffic I have travelled over both 
rouLc,, and I say e~nphatically that the 22 
miles that the Secretary for Railways re­
ferred to would not feed a bandicoot. It is 
not even second-class pastoral country, and 
there is not an acre within a reasonable 
distanc0 that would be suitable for agricul­
ture. I admit that when you reach Rose­
vale there· is a fine bit of agricultural land. 
After inopcding the different routes, Mr. 
Stanley said that the Rose vale people "ere 
entitled to a light agricultural line, and I 
am sure no han. member would object to 
such a line being built to Rosevale. I am 
sure that I would not. 

Mr. HoDGE: ~Why not the via recta? 
Mr. GRAYSO;\': The via recta through 

the Bremer Valley, owing to the enormous 
extra expenditure, is entirely out of the 
question. Is , it likely that the guaran­
tors in the benefit~d area would agree 
to pav interest on tho additional £424,000 
that it would take to comtruct the line 
by that route 9 As one who knows the 
character of the country, I contend that the 
land along the proposed route is much more 
suitable for agriculture. Thoro is splendid 
agricultural land from Sand;,· Creek to Mun· 
hilla. The Secrdan· for Railway;, and, I 
believe, the Premier have travelled over the 
route, and thoy were very much taken with 
th0 cl1aractor of the country. Then, at 
Engoi:Jmrg there is ono of the oldest and 
most prosperous settlements in Southern 
Queensland, and the via recta will pass 
throug·h that distric L. In my opinion the 
only question for the Committee is Y\ hether 
the:· ,hall approve of the plans that hav:e 
brrr; table~. I think the amendment IS 

simplY mf mt to delay the construction of 
the via l'Lcta. 

l'.Ir. STEVE='IS: I ri' e to a point of order. 
T ch•,fincth· ,stated on s, ,·era! ocnsions when 
I was spe "king that I had no intention of 
delarinr: tho nnAruction of the via recta 
for orw- hour. Is the han. member in order 
in iu~puting to 1ne a desire to clolay the 
constru tion of the line? 

:VIr. GRAYS():'{: I wa· simply givmg my 
opinion. It ;;:~ems very strange to me that 
the resiclont' of Roseval0 have only now 
awakened to a ,,onse of tLoir ruponsibilities. 
IJ- is onlv ithin the last month or two­
after the 'rroposed line has Leen prominently 
before th.c public for thirty years-that they 
have di ,covered that they have a rig-ht to 
have the line cor£•tructed through their dis­
trict. 

l\.Ir. RYAN : )i.re you sugcosting that the 
amendment is not bona fide 1 

Mr. GRAYSON: \Vhon the hon. member 
for Rosewood wa•- speaking, I heard the 
leader of the Opposition interject a very 
pertinent question, which the han. member 
d·•clined to ans .;·u-. The leader of the 
Opposition "'ked tho hon. mP nbor how long 
he intended to deJa v the construction of this 
line, bot the hon: member for Rosewood 
omitte-1 to answer the question. 

Mr. STEVENS: That is not true. 

1Vll-. GR~\ YSOJ\': I would ask the leader 
of the Opposition wh, ther he did not ask 
the hon. member that question? 

Mr. RYAN: Yes; I acked the question. 

Mr. GRAYSON: I hope the han. mem­
ber for Rosewood will be more careful about 
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accusing me of making untrue statements 
I heard the leader of the Opposition ask 
that question. 

Mr. STEVENS : And did I not answ'lr him? 
Mr. GRAYSO:"J: ""o. 
Mr. FoLEY: He said the inquiry would 

take about nine months. 

Mr. GRAYSO:"J: I have been a member 
of this House for ten years, <tnd never during 
the whole of that time have I ever heard 
an hon. member propose an amendment to 
defer the construction of a line, the plans 
of which had been tabled-particularly a 
line like this, which has be()n before the 
people of Queensland for nearly thirty years. 
Twenty-eight years ago .£500,000 was appro­
priated in the .£10,000,000 loan for the via 
recta by the Griffith Government, but, 
through som., political manwuvring, \VO 

have been deprived of the line up to the 
present time. If there was a necessity 
twenty-eight years ago for the construction 
of the line, how much more necessary is it 
now that it should be built? Here is one 
reason why it should be built now. When 
the money was voted for the construction of 
the line there was not one-fifteenth or one­
twentieth of the population on the Darling 
Downs that there is now, owing to the 
settlement and development of the district. 
Mr. Lethem in his report stated that, if the 
large freehold estates between Warwick and 
the Range were repurchased and thrown open 
for selection, there would be every neces­
sity for the construction of the line. Well, 
all the "''tates that Mr. Lethem referred to 
have either been repurchased by the Go· 
vernment and thrown open to selection, or 
else cut up and sc:;ld by the owners, and 
every acre h~Ls been taken up. This is not 
a Warwick line; it is a national line. It is 
a line that will be used by interstate pas­
sengers from all over the \'ommonwealth. 
It will mean a saYing of two hours' travel­
ling for every one of them between War­
wick and Brisbane. Then we have a line 
constructed from Warwick to Dirranbandi, 
a distance of 256 miles. I remember, in 1900, 
when Mr. R. J. Gray, the then Commis­
sioner for Railways, visited the district and 
submitted a report regarding the necessity 
of constructing a ~ail way from Warwick to 
Goondiwindi. Mr. Gray was then Commis­
sioner for Railways in Queensland, and he 
reported against the construction of a line 
from Warwick to Goondiwindi. Since then 

a line has been constructed from 
17.30 p.m.] Warwick to Goondiwindi, which 

has been paying 5 per cent. for 
the last three years. That goes to prove, 
to my mind, that eYen Commissioners for 
Railways can make mistakes, and I am 
afraid that the present Commissioner has 
made an error in submitting the report 
which he has in connection with the via 
recta. I remember, when the <Goondiwindi 
line was tabled, that members who were 
then in opposition said emphatically that if 
that line was passed and constructed it 
would not pay for the grease for the wheels. 
During the last three years the line has 
paid 5 per cent, and, fortunately, the line 
has been further extended from .Goondi­
windi to Dirranbandi, and I was very 
pleased to hear the Minister for Railways 
state this afternoon that it was the intention 
-it was the settled policy of the Govern­
ment-to extend that line a greater distance 
in the near future. 

An HoNOUR.'-BLE MEMBER : Where from ? 

Mr. GRAYSON: From Dirranoondi to the 
Warrego River. 

Mr. MuRPHY: What about the other rail­
ways that have been passed? 

Mr. GRAYSON: The construction of t'hat 
line demands that the via recta should be 
constructed. At the present time, the New 
South \Vales Government is constructing a 
Tine from Moree to Mungindi, and in two 
years it will be completed. Mungindi is 
only 40 miles from Thallon, and as soon as 
the line is constructed to Mungindi there is 
just a possibility that we may lose some of 
our pastoral trade in the southern corner 
through the pastoralists using that line, 
whereas if the via r·ecta was constructed, 
and a saving of 57'-r miles effected, them 
would be no fear of our conserving oar 
border trade in South-western Queensland. 

The bell indicated that the second portion 
of the hon. member's time had expired. 

Mr. GRAYSON: I have another five 
minu~es. That is the only possible way of 
conserving our border trade. There is 
'another matt·er I would like to refer to. It 
has be<>n stated that the residents of the 
south-eastern portion of the Downs have had 
an allowance of 15 miles, but notwithstand­
ing that allowance we are still paying extra 
railage on 40 miles for passenger fares and 
goods. During the last few .rears the primary 
producers in the south-eastern and the 
south-western pcrtions of the Downs have 
had to pay full rates on agTicultural pro­
duce. There has been no allowance whatever 
to the farmer or grazier on any produce that 
he consigned from '0.' arwick to Brisbane, and 
the same applies to other districts. Then, 
I would also refer to the distances. Killar­
ney is geographically 80 miles from Brisbane, 
and by rail 195 miles, and they have to pay 
railage on 195 mile,. This is a handicap on 
the farmers in the south-eastern portion of 
the Downs, and the only w.ay to alleviate 
the difficulty is to build the via recta. If 
the line was built, there would be a very 
large area included in the benefited area. 
Some of the richest and best land we have 
in Queensland would be included in the bene­
fited area, so that the Government in intro­
ducing this railway need have no fear what­
ever that the guarantee will not be forth­
coming, if there is •any deficiency in running 
the line. I have no hesitation in supporting 
the line. It is a line I have always taken a 
great interest in, and I must compliment thB' 
Premier and the Secretary for Railways· on 
introducing the proposal. After waiting 
thirty years it is high time that our hopes 
should be realised. I object to the amend­
ment in ·every shape and form. In my 
opinion, it is moved simply and solely with 
the object of shelving the proposal. If the 
Bremer V<tlley wants a railway, by all 
means let them have the railway they are· 
entitled to. The figures I have laid before 
hon. members should be quite convin<Jing 
that it is out of •all reason to constru<Jt a 
via recta by the Bremer Valley. The extra.. 
cost is quite sufficient to put the Bremer 
Valley out of the question. 

Mr. FOLEY: It would save a distance of 10: 
miles. 

Mr. GRAYSON: I am glad the hon. mem­
ber interjected. It is nothing of the kind. 
The saving in distance by the Bremer Valie.t 

Mr. Grayson. j 
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ro'"te would only be 1 or 1~ mile, as the 
Minister said this afternoon, and that would 
be .a very e"pensive 1~ mile. 

The bell indicated that the hon. member's 
full time had expired. 

Mr. LE:\fNON (Herbert): I am rather 
awkwardly placed in regard to the proposal 
to construct the so-called Via Recta Rail­
way. I remember that three years ago I 
happened to be at Warwick, attending some­
big function. Everyone knows what takes 
place at banquets. (Laughter.) The War­
wick people, of course, .are very enthusiastic 
in regard to the via recta. In fact, I may 
aay the via recta. is the Nirvana. Df War­
wick, and that the people have a sort <Jf 
beatific vision that once the via recta is 
<Jonstructed .all their worldly troubles will be 
at an end. (Laughter.) Consequently, in 
that atmosphere, and these things being put 
to me in this seductive, enthusiastic manner, 
I said, certainly, I was in favour of the via 
recta. 

The PREMIER : You still are ? 

Mr. LEXNON: No; I am not-most 
-emphatically not. Indeed, even were I 
friendly or favourable to the s<J-called via 
recta-I repeat the "so-called," because if 
.anybody can say it is the straight way from 
Warwick to Brisbane--

The PREMIER : It is the most direct. 
Mr. LENNON : A more tortuous, and 

mm·e corkscrew business I have never seen 
planned out for a railway line. 

Mf. MURPHY: It is like looping the loop_ 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. LENNON: It reminds me of a dog 
trying to ""t its own tail and swallowing 
itself. (Laughter.) T·he best illustration I 
<Jan give <Jf it is that it is like a spiral 
staircase. 

Mr. GRAYSON: What about the Cairns 
Railway? 

Mr. LENNON: I do not think that the 
Cairns Railway would have been constructed 
where it is if we had had sufficient time to 
<liscover a better route. That is what we 
want in this connection-more time. "\V e. 
want more in.formation. If there is any­
thing else we want after that it is more 
information, and after that again, more. 
information; and it is because I think we 
want more information that I cheerfully sup­
port tlie amendment moved by the hon. 
member for Rosewood. The Minister for­
Railways took a great deal of pains to tell 
us what Mr. Stanley said, what Mr. Lethm:n 
said, and what Mr. Thallon said. I have a. 
high regard for their opinions, and as for­
Mr. Thallon, I was personally acquainted 
with him, and I think .a lot of his opinion. 
But I do not think any more highly of their­
opinion than I do of the opinion of the pre­
sent Commissioner for Railways, Mr. Charles. 
Evans. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. LENNON: In the absence of a. 
public works committee, or something of that 
kind, which was a principle which members 
on this side wanted to have affirmed by 
the GovBrnment, we have to look to the 
Commissioner for Railways for a-dvice and 
guidance on these matters. In this case 
the Commissioner condemns the railway root 
and branch. No one can say that he even 
said that it might be built under any con­
ditions whatever. He condemns it from stern 

[Mr. Grayson. 

to stern. If we cannot accept the advice 
of our expert-the man whose opinion we all 
regard with appreciation-if we cannot ac· 
cept his advice, then I say that we do not 
want a Commissioner for Railways at all. 
If we cannot be guided by him, then we ~o 
not want a Commissioner. We recently dis· 
cussed another railway in this House-a pro­
posal to alter the route of the Great Western 
Railway-and it was stated that it was 
recommended on the advice of the Commis­
sioner. Vie decided to ac.:ept his advice on 
that occasion, and quite right, too. I advo­
cated something like that myself when the 
original Bill was going through, and I was 
pleased we accepted the Con:mission<;r's 
advice. We have had other railway Bills 
rushed through this House just as the Minis­
ter for Railways wants to rush this proposal 
through. I refer particularly to the Po~·t 
Alma Railway. Does anyone ~ay that _It 
was good business to pass that railway? "\V Ill 
anyone get up in this House and uphold 
the way the Port Alma Railway was rushed 
through this House? I am loth to oppose 
the construction of any railways that are 
going to open up country, but I am opposed 
to some railways, and I opposed the Port 
Alma line. 

The PREMIER: It is giving satisfaction to 
people in Central Queensland just now. 

Mr. LENNON: It will never give satisfac­
tion. I regard the Port Alma line as a 
political fraud. (Hear, hear! and laughter.) 
And I regard this railway as a political 
fraud. (Hear, hear!) This railway has only 
been brought in by the Government for ~he 
purpose of catching votes from the Darlmg 
Downs bunph. 

The PREMIER: I was merely saying that 
"the Port Alma Railway is giving satisfaction 
just now. 

Mr. LENNON: Here are a number of men 
who have a railway line running right_ to 
their very doors, and they want another lm~. 
You can pick out half a dozen places m 
Queensland which would like a shorter ro~te 
to Brisbane. There is the line to Gymp1e. 
Gympie would like another line giving a 
shorter route to Brisbane. Rockhampton, 
perhaps, might find a s_horter route to Br~s­
bane than· the present ]me. We have a rall­
w.ay to Warwick passing through Too· 
woomba and traversing that magnificent ter­
ritory known as the Darling Downs. 
Although it might oost a little more to 
carry their goods by that route, as the hon. 
member for Cunningham said--

Mr. G. P. BARNES: £500,000 more. 

Mr. LENNON: How would they like tG 
have to -do as they do in some other places­
get out and walk. (Laughter.) That is what 
they have to do in my electorate. (Laughter.) 

The PREMIER : Where is that? 

Mr. LENNON: The Premier asks, 
" "\Vhere is that?" He does not know where 
my electorate is. (Laughter.) In my elec­
torate we have not got one single inch of 
Government railways, yet this Government 
pretends to be working for the benefit of the 
whole Stafe and supports such ar, absurd 
proposal as the via recta. 

The PREMIER: Th1:ee years ago you were 
an ardent supporter of the via recta your­
self. (Laughter.) 

The HOME SECRETARY: And didn't they 
cheer you. (Laughter.) 
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Mr. LENNON: I have had some expert 
advico since then. I did not know much 
about the matter then. Commissioner 
Charles Evans knows more about it than I 
do, ,and I prefer to be guided entirely by the 
advice he has given. His advice is quite 
good enough for me, and as I only want to 
do the right thing, I will stick to the Com­
missioner's advice. This Government started 
to build the North Coast R<tilway. They are 
building it in straggling sections from Rock­
hampton towards Mackay, from Mackay to 
some place southwards, and from Mackay to 
some place northwards, but they are not 
building any of the line at all in wh<tt is 
absolutely the most fertile spot in Queensland. 

The PREMIER: That is not the question 
before the House. 

Mr. LENNON: I am giving that as an 
illustration to Ghow the crass stupidity of 
this Government in dealing with railway 
matters. I am just showing the wonderful 
facility that this Government have for 
blundering. 

The PREMIER: I think it would be a dis­
tinct blunder t<J build .a line along the coast 
just t<J carry sugar and bananas which are 
<>arried at present by steamers. 

Mr. LENNON: The hon. gentleman would 
rather carry cream, but what would suit him 
best of all to carry would be soft soap. 
(Laughter.) 

The HoME SECRETARY: You used it your­
self at Warwick on that occasion. (Renewed 
laughter.) 

Mr. LENNON: If it happened that there 
was not a railway to Warwick at the present 
time, and that it had been thought to be 
inaccessible by rail owing to the mountain 
Range there, and if, say, the bon. member 
for Warwick -discovered that a route could be 
found over Cunningham's Gap to Warwick, 
then, under those conditions-if there was 
n<Jt a railway already there-I would view 
it in a different light altogether. The War­
wick people ought to be satisfied with the 
railways they have got. I am satisfied Utat 
the people of Queensland think that the 
Warwick people are very well served with 
railways at the present time. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: It is 60 miles out of the 
wa.y. 

Mr. LENNON : There are scores of places 
in Queensland which are languishing for 
railways at present. They have no railways 
at all, while Warwick has a number of rail­
wap. Warwick at the present time has the 
line to Killarney, 'and the line to Inglewood, 
which has since been extended tn Thallon 
and Dirranbandi. I suppose the next thing 
we will hear will be that Warwick will want 
a railway in a -direct line to St. George. I 
would not be surprised if they did not want 
to build a railv.ay to the moon, or something 
of that sort. (Laughter.) There are a num­
ber of matters referred to by the Commis­
siouer in his report. He refers to the fact; 
that the sum of £128,561 was spent in dupli­
cating the line between Brisbane .and Too­
woomba. If the via recta had been neces­
sary that money would not have been voted, 
because it would not have been wanted. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You are 
wrong. 

Mr. LENNON : He was right, because the 
Commissioner said that 50 per ceut. of the 
traffic that went to Toowoomba would go by 

the via recta, and there would have been no 
need for the Government to have committed 
itself to the expenditure of this money. The 
Government have committed themselves in 
railwayexpenditure right up tothe eyes, and 
they ought to Tedeem their promises. But 
they must go slower in these matters. Most 
of the lines are like the so-called via recta, 
<and were built as if they were indispensable 
to the country. This line is not indispens­
able. It is a show line. (Laughter.} That 
country is particularly well served at the 
present time. 

The PREMIER : What do you mean by " a. 
show line"? 

Mr. LENNON : I will refer to a passage 
in the report of the Commissioner where he 
says-

" The summit and upper slopes of the 
Range may be occupied for residential 
purposes to some extent on account of the 
salubrity of the climate." 

Does not that show that it is a show line? 
It shows that it is just the sort of place for a 
residence for some real toil's. (Laughter.} 
They will be able to live in the high places 
and have extensive views of the country. 

The PREMIER: What about the country 
between Murphy's Creek .and Toowoomba? 

Mr. LENKON : There are not many resi· 
dents between Murphy's Creek and Too­
woomba-not sufficient to justify a railway. 
That is all show business, all make-believe 
business. Why, the thing which the Chief 
Secrebry sneered at, as being not a good 
paying freight, is the thing of all others that 
pays best, and the Chief Secretary of Queens­
land is actually sneering at the idea of 
carrying sugar on his railways. 

The PREMIER: Mr. Cribb will recognise 
that that is not the question. 

Mr. LENNON : The Hon. the Chief Sec· 
retary sneered when I said that they have 
no line in the Ingham district, and that 
railways were being constructed from Bowen 
a.nd Mackay and Rockhampton, although 
they have no land in those districts to be 
compared with that fine stretch of land be· 
tween Cairns and the Tully River. The 
land from the Tully River to Cairns is 
the richest stretch of tropical land-of 
sugar Iand-in Australia, and I defy any 
person in this House or outside it to prove 
to the contrary. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : The 
Chief Secretary said that the produce there 
can be carried by water. 

Mr. LENNON : Would they carry sugar 
to Babinda Mill by water? They will make 
a canal to the Russell River next, so as to 
avoid carrying sug·ar on the railways. Con' 
struct a railway and then build a canal to 
compete with it, as they build tramlines in 
Brisbane to compete with our railways! 
There are many things that have been 
already quotod in this report, and I do not 
want to weary the House by repeating them, 
but there are two or three things that I 
want to mention that justify delay. All 
that the hon. member for Rosewood has 
moved is that the matter be delayed until 
furthPr information is supplied to this House. 

The PREMIER : He does not object to the 
via recta; you do. 

Mr. LENNON : That does not alter my 
argument. My objection to its passing-an 
objection based on the superior knowledge 

Mr. Lennon.] 
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of the Commi~eioner-i>; no reason why I 
should not support the amendment. But if 
the amendment be defeated, I should go 
straight out against the via recta. 

The PRE:\IIER: That is emphatic, unmis­
takable. 

The bell indicat~d that portion of the hon. 
member's time had expired. 

Mr. LENNON: I put myself in the posi­
tion that at a function at Warwick I was 
led to express myself in favour of the via 
recta. (Laughter.) Bnt the man who is 
fixed with the responsibility of reporting on 
these things-who is paid a high salary for 
his services, who is the only expert we have 
to advise us-has reported against it, and I 
am quite satislied to be guided by that gen­
tleman, and I am quite satisfied that I should 
be in very good company in doing so. The 
Commissioner puts the estima t~d gross cost 
of building this line at £424,384, and then 
there is another £100,000 to be spent in 
reducing grades, and another £10,000 for 
the same purpose on another short section 
making a total cost of £534,384. Now, I 
ask ~on .. gent~emen w~ether they think they 
are Justified m entermg upon this fresh­
which shall I call it-not investment--

Mr. MURPHY: Expenditure. 
Mr. LENNON : This fresh expenditure of 

over half a million of money in the present 
stat_e o~ the finances? Is it opportune, sup­
posmg It was a good proposal? I think it is 
not. I think it is most inopportune, and 
anybody who voted for it in the present cir. 
cumstances would be guilty of something 
approaching a crime, and therefore as I 
am not inclined to be cri~inal, I an{ going 
to save myself in that respect. Three per 
cent. on the cost of construction exclusive 
of working expenses, means £12,732, and are 
the people of Inglewood and Dirranbandi 
and other districts, are they really a ware of 
the responsibility they are undertaking? Do 
they mean to pay the money? That is what 
I want to know. They mean to shirk it. And 
that was shown when hon. members on the 
other side particularlv were trving to be 
relieved of the guarantee. We 'know very 
well that the people who want this railway 
are ard-;nt and persistent advocates of doing 
away With the guarantee principle. In view 
of _that, and the. running of two daily mail 
trams to W arw!Ck, the Commissioner--and 
I agree with him-thinks that the people of 
Toowoomba will clamour for .a continuance 
of the mail train by that route. That will 
co~t an extra £15,124 per annum. Who is 
gc;mg to pay that? The general taxpayer 
Will be called upon to pay that, and he will 
be called upon to pay for the other too. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: What about 
the revenue from those trains? 
. Mr .. LENNON :. In the case of a deprecia­

tw_n .m revenm\ m the case of the railway 
ye~ldmg no very large net profit, that is 
gomg to come out of the pockets of the 
general taxpayer too. The hon. gentleman 
cannot bamboozle me by any such things as 
that. Then, it will cost £3 000 ner annum 

, foi ":hat is 'known as ba,',king-I would 
.ca.! It double-banking-(laughter)-but of 
course•, the Commissioner is a better a~tho­
rity than I am-but the cost of extra engines 
on that range to carry these loads over the 
R":nge will cost another £3,000. Who is 
gom'i to pay that? Will the neople within 
'the ~enefited area come along and pay that? 

,,Mr. G. P. BARNES: Look at the revenue 
lower down. 

·_ rur. Lennon. 

Mr. LENNON: I would like to know 
whether anything is due in re<pect to th<> 
guarantee on the Maryvale line. What an 
oppressive silence over there! (Laughter.) 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Yes; it is 
being collected. 

Mr. LENNON: Is it not apparent from 
their d< 'lthlv silence that there is a big short­
age and no· one wants to pay it? They are· 
shirking it. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: It is being levied. 

Mr. LENNON: I say that this is a pro­
posal that this House should bump out with­
out delay. 

The PREMIER : The amendment? 

Mr. LENNON: Th~ hon. gentleman re­
calls me to the fact that I am not speaking 
to the amendment, for which I thank him. 
Bump out the amendment? Certainly not; 
because I have in the course of my short 
remarks shown the hon. gentleman and all 
others in the room how .anxious I am to 
have more information, and if we carry the 
,,mendment we plac~; th<· obligat;on on the 
shoulders of the Commisisoner and those 
who work under him of supplying that fur­
ther information. I know very little of the­
Bremer Yallcy, but I think it is a pretty 
level stretch of country. 

The bell indicated that a further portion of 
the hen. member's time had expired. 

J\1r. LE::'\::';'ON: I will take another five­
minute,. And by making a line in that 
level country it may mc.1n a steeper line­
when we come to continuo it up the Range. 
Tlwse are matters that can be dealt with 
only by engineers. Thooe people have 
waited a long- time for their line, and I 
think they might wait a little longer, till 
this Committee get the information they 
aro entitled to. The \Vanvick people have 
not been treated so badly as the ='lormanton 
people. The:; were promised a railway to 
Cloncurry twenty-five ye01rs ago, and they 
have not got it yet. 

l\~r. MGRPHY: The House passed it. 

Mr. LENNON: The House passed it, and 
I have some of the material stacked on the 
banks of the Norman River. 

Mr. MuRPHY: That settles me. I cannot 
Yotc for tho via recta now. 

Mr. LENNON: I am glad to hear it. 
Tho Bowen people were promised a railway 
costing £300,000 to the Reid River, and it 
was passed by the House. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It was never 
passed. 

Hon. R. PHILP: Oh, no; the House never 
passed it . 

Mr. LENNON: I think it, too, figure& 
amongst the lapsed votes. 

Hon. R. PH!LP: It never passed the House. 

Mr. LENNON : I am open to correction in 
that regard. I am not .a very positive man; 
I am always open to be shown by a good 
authority, such as the Commissioner for 
Railways, that I am wrong and I bow 
to the hon. member's decision in this re­
spect and admit that I am wrong. But 

there are other places which have 
[8 p.m.] been promised railways and have 

never got them, and yet here­
is a railwav which is to be constructed be­
cause it was promised thirty-five years ago, 
before 'his State undertook the huge job 
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of constructing the Grca t \Y estern Raihv ay 
and othPr i'ainvays \vhich have been started 
by the pre ·ont Government. 

The PRE}IIER : \Vhv do you use the word 
··job " in connection' with those railways? 
. Mr. LENNON: I do not use it in any 

Sinister sense; I use it in the sense of work. 
ThoS<; great." wor)<:s were not thought of at 
the tune this railway was promised to the 
Warwick people. \Vith those great work3 
on hand, those who are at the helm of the 
ship of State should pause and consider he­
fore submitting a proposition like that before 
the Committee lest they run the chip on the 
rocks, but if they go on spending £500,COO 
on other works similar to this one if theY 
have time enough they will certO:inl:v run 
the ship of State on tlw rocks ere long. 

The PREMIER : The hon. member who 
has just resumed· his SPat has certainly gone 
a great deal further than the han member 
for Rosewood. The han. member ·for Rose­
wood moved an amendment to the effect 
that there should be further d( h.y in thi." 
matter, but the hon. member for Herbert 
"Y s, " Don't do it at all." 

Mr. LENNON: Until we get tlw further in­
formation. 

The PREMIER : The hon. member for 
Rosewood merely de,ires that th.-re shal!"bo 
a deviation from a point in the proposed 
line going down the Bremer Valley. I do 
not think that anybody who has st :died this 
mJtter doubts the wisdom of making tho via 
recta. ~ucceeding· Cornn1inioners except 
the present Commissioner and succeedi:•g 
Governments have regarded its construction 
as essentiaL 

Mr. LENNON: Will you move that the ser­
vices of the Commissioner be dispensed with? 

The PREMIER: Certainly not. On one 
occasion ,. Mini-tor for Railwavs said he 
proposed to vote against a motio;r which he 
submitted, and he did so. I do not intend 
to discredit Mr. Commissioner Evans in the 
slightest degree because h~ has made such 
a report as that which is before the Com­
mittee. I say all honour to any officer who 
will honestly make known his convictiom as 
Mr. Evans has done, but in my estimation 
hP is "rang. This via recta will secure a 
body of trade from New England which is 
not now possiblE'. For man:r y-ears past that 
trade has been verv lar gcly inert asing. 
Ever since the day of federation the ;ncreas 1 

of tr"de between New England and the 
Downs proper has been intensified, and w 
has the trade between the New England dis­
trict and Brisbane. The peop](' in manv 
parts of New England regard Brisbane ".s 
being more their port than Sydney. It is 
true that this connecting link of railway 
will cost a considerable sum of money, but, 
in my opinion, it will secure a large amount 
of trade which 'Vill absolutely coinpensate for 
that cost, and it will annex the t. ade of a 
v<Jry large territory .. 

JYir. HA)fiLTON: Is :·our motive to .annex a 
portion of New South \Vales? 

The PREMIER: Ko; I "ant io hold our 
own trade along the border; and to secure 
mmething from acros,, the border. It is per­
fectly well known that the late Commis­
sioner for Railways, Mr. Thallcn, acted 
against the wishes of the Minister for Rail­
ways for the time being and carried the 
present line ne:trer the border than the 
Minister wished. The hoa. member for 

1913~7w 

Balonne knows parfectly well that the Min­
ister of the -da v wanted the line to go nearer 
::-.~"indy Gully-·-

Mr. BEBBINGTON : A big mistake. 
The PREMIER: I think so now. The 

Commissioner thought otherwise, and events 
have proved that Mr. Commi><oionm· Thallon 
knew more about the business than most of 
us. 

Mr. LENNON: It may prove to bP the same 
in Mr. Commissioner Evans's case 

The PREMIER : Possibly. From the day 
the line started out from \V arwick for Thane 
the via recta question was settled. The result 
of constructing this line will be an all-round 
advantage. The hon. •member for Rosewood, 
in moving his amendment, said he believed 
in the via recta, and did not wish to tJelay 
its construction a single day. 

Mr. LENNON: A single hour. 
The PREMIER: A single !:our, or :t 

single minute, if you iilm. But the han. mem­
ber for Ro.>ewood contended that once the 
line hac traversed the Range and come to 
tho foot of the Range it should not take 
the course indicated in tho motion. I have 
been over that route out from Munbilla and 
Engelsbetg and up over the Rang •. I have 
al:-o been up from Rosewood to JY1ount 
Arthur. I know the countrv between 
Mount Arthur and Rosewood. One fact im­
pressed me, and it was first brought to my 
notice by the hon. member for C'amarvon. 
That is the fact which has been referred to 
by the Minister, and to my mind it settled 
the route. Of course, the hon. member for 
Herbert would not have it at all. The 
influence of the champagne party of three 
vears ago has vanished from him, and he 
now says, ",\way with the thing altogethei:.'' 

Mr. LENNON : Don't forget the prormse 
vou made at the same time. 
. The PREMIER : And ~e are carrying it 
out. The han. member for Carnanon, who 
has a knowledge of the territory, ~re;v my 
attention to one fact. The route mdwated 
by the Minister for Railways to-night 
traverses, as· my .colleague pointed out. 8 
mile; of comparatively waste country. The 
route advocated by the han. member for 
Rosewood goes for 15 or 20 miles through 
extremelv inferior countrv, along which there 
would be no railwav stadon, becam the line 
would be unapproachable. 

Mr. RYAN: vVhen do you propose to start 
this railway? 

The PREMIER: Not for some consider­
able time yet. I consider it should not be 
started until the other section has b3en com­
pleted, 

Mr. RYAN: Then if the amendment was 
carried it would be no detriment. 

The PREMIER: In that mattm· I am 
quite prepared to allow that the hon. mem­
ber is right. In 1911 we passed the plans 
for a railway from Munbilla to Mount Ed­
wards. It has not been started yet. I am 
sorry it has not been started. The on)y 
r-2ason fer it is thc:Lt wn hacl too many nons In 
tho fire. That is all about it. .Cut it i.> 
about time that this vexed qncction W:ls 

settled. For the last quarter of a c-ntury 
it has been agitated, and at last the report 
of the Commissioner has been presented, 
and the Minister has moved his motion. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: The pressure is greater 
now. 

Von. D. F. Denham.] 
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The PRE::YIIER : Yes ; the pressure of 
need, tlw pressure of trade, the pressure 
of advantage. (Opposition laughter.) I say 
we will not start it for twelve months, for 
hlore than one re'\son. First of .all, we have 
to '0mpleto the oth?r section, and then we 
have not provickd tho wherewithal to do the 
big buBine· s indicated here. I obsen ed, in 
going up that roui·e, that thoro are h' ,; 
consideLble valleys ·d1irh, at any rate, will 
bo serve·.! by this railwa;-7 line, and which 
could not be served by tho other route re­
-fm•red to L .. the bon. member for Rosewood. 
tie is P•?l:frdly riE;ht in a.dvoc1ting that 
neighboL!rhno.!. I only regret that he has 
Lken thr co·1rse he has, because there is no 
e'"' thly reason other than the want of cash 
whv this dic~rict and :\1ount Arthur should 
not- be serve•! b:; a railwar. It is very ex­
cellent country and will have its turn. 

Mr. RYAN: You say want of cash 1 

The PREMIER : Y cs ; want of cash. I 
wish the loan che·.t was as r<Jplete as would 
Ineet all nece'' "ities upon it. There arc many 
nBce<,ities, but, unfortnnately, it is unable 
to meet all roquinmenl •. The Chief Surveyor 
in 1903~that was the last important move 
before thic motion before us-had no hesita­
tion in recomme>,ding the rout~, and any­
body who, without any prejudice at all, will 
look into th<c matter, will recognise that the 
route indicated b,· the Minister for Railways 
is the most useful. ThereforB, I hope that 
there wili be no lon~er delay in having it 
made known that the Assembly approves of 
thB plan before u·, and the construction will 
be startPd upon as soon as convenient ar­
rangements can be made. 

Mr. RYAN (Barcoo): Fortunately the 
matter of railwa} construction i• not a party 
question. It is very pleasing to soc that 
there arB hon. members on the other side of 
the House who can take an independent 
view just as there arc members •Jll this sid.o. 
They have a free hand to arriv<J at any oon­
qlusion they mav think fit with regard to 
what partic·,!lar railway shall be approved 
or othuv. i·.c. In this ,.,,se, personally I have 
no doubt, and I have been for a long time 
convinc<·.J that sooner or lahr a ronnection 
must be made b.jtW<>Pn Munbilla and Marv­
vale. I .1m quite satisfied that that will 
c~me about. The Rail" .1y Commissioner, 
Wl1ose report 1-ve have before us, gives the 
san1e conclusion, but h0. says-

" Lool~ing at the matter from a rail­
W8Y standpoint only, I do not consider 
that the time has arriv' d when such 
an immense sum should bB ex­
pcndrd in constructing a line to com­
pete with one already in existence." 

It comes back to what I have heard advo­
cated from this ecide of the House while I 
havo been in it with regard to the manner 
in which railwa., :J .1re broup-ht before thio 
Committee. There is no reliabl<J system by 
which we are surnlied with the information 
v;hich we should be cc!ppli>·.l with when wu 
arc asked to pass votes involving hundreds 
of thocs"nds of pounds. Here we are to­
nic:ht a ked to vote for the expenditure of 
bctv• ee:1 ,,:;E10,000 and £600,00U, and the only 
respon~iblo roport befor0 us is the report of 

·ihe Commissioner for Railwav:J, and he says, 
'·Don't." That is the position. '\Vhen the 
Great '\V< 'tern Railway propos.1ls w()re be­
fore this Committee, we asked for more in­
formation. \Ve desired to haw them delayed 
and rBferred to a committee. It was not 
<lone. The Government said, " There is the 

[Hon. D. F. Denham. 

Commissioner's report. He is the rBspon­
sible officer, and because he report<Jd that 
way you must vote for the railway." Now, 
tho same report is before us, and we arB 
asked to take no notice of it. ~llthough, per­
sonally, I favour that line, still we have to 
rPg,{rd ourselves here as trust2·es for Queens~ 
land, and the issue before us ie this: Are 
'' e justified in passing this railway to spend 
somewhere betwPen £500,000 and £SOO,OOO 1 
Is it the most nBcesc.cry railway to be 
built in Quc~mland? That is the icsuo as 
far '1S it presents itself to me. The position 
that we aro in now emphasises itself more 
strongl_v than I have seen it emphasised yet 
in this cmmnitfoe-tb,.c necec,ity for a Stand­
ing CommitteG to deal with such matters and 
to bring down a report that we may rely 
upon. 'fh., hon. members for \Yarwick and 
C'·mningham hav-e had an opportunity 
vfforued them on more than one or~asion of 
supportinp- such a propo,,al as that. In fact, 
there is a contingent notice of motion now on 
the businec:,-..-paper in my nan1e, to lnove-

,, That the Bill be recommitted for the 
purpc ... · of the imertion of a new clause 
after line 30 on page 11, and that it be 
an instre1ction to the Committee that they 
have power to insert there provisions for 
the comtitution of a parliamentary com­
mittee on railways proposed to be Cf?n­
structed, and to make a consequential 
amendment in clause 78." 

If we had o:iCh a committee and this railway 
had been submitted to th< m, we would have 
had something reliable to C\O upon. By the 
fact that that piece of machinery is not pro­
vided, pc·'.ibly ·warwick, and west of War­
wick-Carnarv-on and Dirranbandi~we find 
that these raih> ay proposals are in danger, 
because the hon. member for Rosewood in 
doing his duty-I questioned him several 
time' whon he was moving his amendm<Jnt to 
e'1tisfy myself that there was nothing ob­
structive in the amendment-that he really 
and genuinely wanted an inquiry made with 
the viev'. of finding a route that is better than 
the one proposed in the plan and book of 
reforenco-becau·.e we have not that machin­
ery we find ourselveci in the position we are 
in. I do trust that the Government \\ill 'ee 
the nece,sity in tho very near future of 
making an alteration in this matter. It is 
too important a matter that we arB askBd 
t 0 decide against the re1Jort of our respon­
sible officer. the man whose duty it is to 
rBport-we are asked to brush it a,side and 
to vote for this proposal. When thB amend­
ment was moved I asked how long did the 
hon. member propose to po,tpone the con­
sideration on this matter, because I thought 
if the poctponing v, as intended in any way 
to prevPnt a direct vote being taken on thB 
matter, I certainh would not favour such an 
amend:11ent. nnd' I had in my mind to 
rise ahd ask for a pronouncement from the 
i\1inister or the Premi<'r e.s to when this 
1·ailwav would bo ,;tartcl if passed, so that 
I could ascertain whethnr the carrying of the 
amendment would place the railway in a 
worse position. The Premier, when speaking, 
said, in Jns.~·er to an interjection from me, 
that it would be at least twelve months­
we would be at least through another ses­
sion of Pm·liament, and possibly tv;o or threB 
v• ars. V\'ha+ ic tho difference between mak­
ing this inquiry ~nd not doing so 1 \V e will 
have another c,,,.sion of Parliament. The 
people interested in the matter must bear 
in mind that the Government have no in­
tention of ~oing on with the >"ailway-that 
they do not intend to start it for twelve 
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months, and possibly longer. It seems to 
me to be the difference between tweedle­
dum and hvcedledee, whether this amend­
ment is voted for or whether the railway is 
voted for, and I should like to hear some 
pronouncement from the :Minister under the 
-c:ircumstan~cs shm, ing that the proposal is 
in practical danger. Ther~ is no advantage 
in pa ..... sing the ·raihvaj now, bec.1.-use the 
GovernnlPnt are u6t going to go on vvith it 
-they are simply getting it passed, pos,ibly 
to s·ttisfy tho 0 pc8ple cr.)ing out for it, 
and then· is no busincrs in it. I v ant to 
S•_e so1no businl ~::;s in the propobition, and 
if wo pa· s this railway it should be gone 
on with, otlwrwiso let us have tlLl inquiry 
made that the hon. member for Rosey·ood 
asb for. If I thought I was endangc ring 
the- proposal b} supporting the amendment 
I '"mld have ver0• seriously to consider th~ 
position. 

J\lr. G. P. BAR!'iES: You mav be end:tn-
gering it · 

:Ylr. RYAN : The hon. member must bear 
in mind that there are members of this ('om­
mitke fror·l ~]] parts of Queensland, and all 
they have to go on is the Railway Commis­
sioner's rDport. \Vc have no proper Stand­
ing Co'.nlnitt(;;, al..d we are asked to vote in 
the duk. I am thinking not only of my own 
vot-e on this matter, but of the people who 
tll'f' interested in having this railv. a.y con­
struc'ed, and I can scr that the thing may 
be defectted bec.1use not sufficient information 
l1as been brought before the Committee, an<:l 
if it is defeated I hold that I am not- respon­
,;ible for the def<>at of it, because the Pre­
mier Mys he is not going to start for twelve 
months at least, 'and po-sibly for two years. 
\Vhat sort of position are we in now? I 
think it is one that calls for some definite 
pronouncement from the Minister, so that 
the people will know exactly where they are. 

The SECRETARY FOR R:HLWAYS' I have made 
it. 

Mr. RY~::'\J: I do not believe in p<tssing 
r:nh1 .1ys -simply for the purpose of saying 
to people, " Thera, \_~au have vour railwav " 
and it may remain i'mbuilt fo1: ten or twenty 
} c-a.rs. I know the plans, sections, and books 
of referenrG of various railwavs in different 
P.arts of Queensland were app"roved by Par­
hament twenty-five years ago, and they are 
not constructed yet. Is it going to be the 
s'ame with the via reda? Let us know wha.t 
busine's th ~re is in the pr0)1osal, and then 
we shall be in a position to come to a vote. 

Mr. LA::'\JD (Ba/onne) : I intend to oppoae 
the amendment, because I do not consider 
that it is nect·ssan· for us to defer the con­
struction of the vi~ reda. I may be twitted 
with the fact that I havl' voted 'on previous 
G)casions for the appointment of co nmitteea 
to incpire into railv.ay proposals, but I feel 
that I am quite ju•tified in op;Jo ing tho 
amendment and voting for tho main ques­
tion. From my experience of the railwavs of 
Queensland, I am perfc,'tlv ntisfied that the 
via recta is mol\' ne.c·~·~,;sar~T t0-dav than ever 
it was in the pnst. In support o( that belief, 
I may refer hen. meml1ers to the extension 
of nr vV c -t-ern linPs and to the bui'ding of 
branch lines and fccr1ers to tho-e \Veetcrn 
line1. The 'Vhole of the traffi-c fro~ those 
lines must Dome over the Main Range. Th1t 
is where the congestion of traffic will take 
plc-ce, and it would cost too much money 
tD duplicat<1 the line over the Range, beD:tuse 
there ar<' so many tunnels; and, evpn if we 

duplicated that portion of the line, the neDeS­
sity for the via re-cta would not be done away 
with. The border line must he extended. 
I am sure that not a single member who 
voted for thP construction of the line to 
Dirr.mb ,r,:li ever mn,nt :t to stop there. 
Now. what is the good of extending that line 
if it is not with t'he object of oDening up the 
country along the border,_ connDcting it with 
a rnarkot, and -conservrncr the _trad? for 
Quceno1aLd? The further that hne 1s ex­
t-cnd<ed to the wc:•t, the c;reuter b.'comes the 
necc,._ ity for building the via reci·t. The 
fure1cr ,v. <it tho line goof', tho m <n,c trade 

will ·:et which now goes to Sydney. 
Anothrr l:(~ason for con: .. trn<'~ing this line is 
that it will rr lu<'c the distance frcm the 
west by 57~ miles, and that is a big. con­
sic~er..tti~m ,--hen we rem•_ rnbo::- that ~1 ra1hva.r 
i.: built fer all tim.•. I have not th- 'slightest 
hC'~itat:ion in v-o~ii, g for the via rec~~t, ·when 
I think of the futnre development of the 
D-rling Downs and the \Vcstern country, and 
al~J of the dev-elo~~ncnt of our oversea 
rnark.cts. I IYJ.s sorrv to hear the Pre­
mier _ny that, even if the plans are approved 
of th• construction of the line will be 
dcf0rrc•d for an indDfinit-c time. If it is 
a good JH ::>]JOs:tl, why should the, constr';'c­
tion of tlw line not bo procecaed With 

om '? The Premier ought to promise, if 
plans CLre approved of, that the_ propooal 

will he bblcd and passed next sPsswn. The 
hon. ~cntleman and the Secretary for Rail­
wars have both n1ado pron1ist·s in connection 
with tl1J cDnstruction of the via recta. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The promise 
is being -carried out now. 

Mr. LJ.ND : The people who listened to 
those promises did not imagine that they 
were to be carried out in the indPfinite 
future. Another thing to be borne in mind 
is that next se<;sion will be the last session 
of this Parliament, and how does the Pre­
mier who made tho<e promi·es know that 
he will L~ hPre .after the next election to 
carry them o·:t? And, if they are not c.:-nried 
out, tlwy are broken promises. I consider 
that the han. gontl€-m'ln ought to promise 
t0-night tha.t, if the motion is Jl1Ssed,_ he 
will <en :·vy t 11e proposal through next sessiOn. 

cdr. BELL (Frtssijem): I think that the 
C''m1mittee ,hvuid reject the amendment to 
de:ay the passing of the plans. For many 
years the question of the c-mstrndion of this 
railw.1y has been be:ore the countrv It has 
bc·:n con·-idered by the officers of 'the Rail­
'''ay De:mrtment, and the d''t"trtment has 
hecn oteadily working up to the completion 
of the via rectn. \Ve have the recommenda­
t:ons ir1 favour of the line of men like Chief 
Engii1ecr ~tanley end the late JY1r. Th::dlon 
-:n •n who we;-e held in high rc~ard tor 
tloc;r ability :1nd knowledge of railway 
m<ttters. It will bo noticed that the plans, 
'· · :tions, and bookc of reference "·hich have 
been tabled a-dhere to the orig·inal rocom­
r,!en:lntion of :;lh. St,mlc:·, :md ve1y rightly 
s-O. too. 1 lC':Jause a snur runs in a. ·wostt.:-rly 
dirP"'tion into th"! J\:1ain Range. pr~~c::nting 
th" least en~incering .and economic difficui­
ti<·-. I contend that the Co -1mittoe is 
r.-.orally bound to sup~wrt the motion for the 
cowtrudion of thi. conn.-.:cting link, because, 

hen th<>y pa"ed the Munbilla to Mount 
Edwards line. also the par 'ing and r ,mstruc­
tion of ""h0 'Yan'< ick to ~lilryYale line, it ·was 
on the distinct undcrotanding that those lines 
wpre going to form a part of the via reda. 

1'-:f :·. Bell.] 
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Again. when the railway was being extended 
from Warwick to Dirranbandi, I think the 
late Mr. Thallon referred in every report to 
the necessity for constructing th:s link. The 
re .p<;msibility rests upon tlus Committee of 
fo· gmg that link, and thereby keeping faith 
with the people of Queensland. The policy 
of various Governments und of thf· Raih; ay 
Department has been tD build this line, and 
a good many of us regarded the tablino- of 
tlrec•e plans and the passing of the motio~ as 
ju"t a matter of form. We have all realised 
th~ necessity of having this link forged, and 
thts connection made between the south­
v. 03tern pcrrt of Queenslcrnd and the port of 
Brisbane. I should lik" to point out another 
rea·on why thi' line should run from ::\fount 
Echvacds to 11aryvale. Mr. Stanley, in his 
report in 1880, said-

" ~['hi~ route ba~ b-:en nrOl)OSt:d 1.vith 
tlw obj·.·ct of avoiding thr~ n;ountainc•!S 
awl cUfiC>'l:+. countrv traversed hv the 
tri:ll survey along the E'rstern sloPes of 
the )_~,,ln Range and reducing thL' ascent 
to a eli ... >nC•' of from 10 to 12 miles." 

You will r;oti< e that ::\Ir. JWans, m niu 
LilO:'t, ahu refers to tha•. ul:oject-

" The Range j:-:, thr,n ascc:J.ded bv fol­
lowivg; up a spur, which is the longest 
one available at this n:ut of the ~lain 
Range, and ,,h;~h olff u~ the best. facili­
ti:, fat the purpose." 

I do not think thc:t ,anything can re gained 
by dclryiLg >he r>ahD<:o of these plan'·· 
'l'ho hon. mm.JJPr for Ro9ewood has moved 
an awendment to fnrthn delay tlwir pas­
»•::,··, hut ! e do<'"· n 1t for how long-it 

mav bt' for y(',;rs or it mav tL' for 
[3.30 p.m.] eve~. I cla.im that m:~ r}ersonal 

kno\':led~ e of this Range is not 
'<'cone! to that of anv han. member. I have 
lived my life in th~ viciuit: of these ranges. 
I know all the spurs, and, in fact, the 
Range has beconw nart of tn\' vcrv cxist­
Pnce. Looking at the Ranf_C'" v·.; au whole, 
the spur "\Yhirh runs froYn ?.Iount E(hvard.S 
to hlount ::Ylathieson, in a wc,tcrlv direc­
tion, pr,·scnts the least engineering diffi­
culties. I might state that Mr. Lethem, for 
oYei' two years, was trymg to find a bette­
route down the mountain. HP tried follow­
ing the Rang<· to the south, but ho dis­
covered that O\Ying to the precinitou·. nature 
of the Range he could not find a better 
route, and he would have to fo:Jow right 
round the base of the Range and come down 
in the Te,<ot Vallev. That would not ]pssen 
the dibtancc to a ·.-orJ appreciable extent. 
\Ye follow this Range in a northerly direc­
tivn, and tho mrre thing annlics. It would 
be posRib:e to get a Lno .t ar1y grade on this 
R'lne:c fro;n a nm th'·rly dirootion, but at 
a yery coneidcrably increased cost. The 
Rans-e is ,~ery prPci!1itous here; \ve "\Vould 
have to tra", el rig-ht along the face of a 
prP~ipice, ,find wh~-"'l you get to\Yards Castle 
:\Iountain the Rant:..O is of a veey procipitoufi 
and hrok0n nature. Lar;:e rayines run do"\Yn 
t.hf~ rnount .1in sides, and it will be a ve1:v 
C'OStl7 bu~inc-SR to put a ruilwny line acrosus 
Ji:Ic~o gor'iCS. H would onl"- !w feasible to 
construct this line from the head of the work­
i ·,~ raihY ''. lt 'vould be absolute:v impos­
~ ib!e to get the sand or concrete lloc..._''"'' 1ry 
to build brickc, in order to cro''' t',e"e 
ru \"ir::es u~• to .!·~10 ,\ o.rk fro1n any other point. 
It wonld b" I1l1ll0'3Iblc to £Ct .:and, !'ravel, 
or other rn::1h ~.; 1ls .roanir0rl for tho buildino­
of these bridges in the vicinity. This lin~ 

fJfr. Bell. 

running down the base of this slope in a. 
northerly direction, I might state, will pass. 
through the guarantee area of the n1 unbilla. 
to ~Iount Edwards section. In moving that 
the paesage of these plans be delayed, I take· 
it that the han. member for Rosewood does 
so with the object of furthering the interests. 
of th<e Bremer Valley route. 

Mr. FoLEl: ·what about his statc,nent that 
it would save 10 or 12 miles? 

Mr. BELL: It is ill1nossible to shorten 
tlw distance. The shortcet distance is by 
the spur running from JVIount Edwards to­
ward" Thlarn <tie; that is the ohm test distance 
in which the line could posjb]y be con­
,t·ncted. In rnnning up the spur from 
)lou,-lt Edwanl'=' to .. \larvva~e, it will benefit 
the greatc'·t numl or of people. On tho right­
hand side \Ye havf' the sniendid district of 
'l'aromc, one of the best districts in Queens­
land. 

~lr. Ih:,:ILTOX: Hmv far i.• that from this 
ruilv. ay now Y 

:.rr. BELL: About 20 miles. On tho leit­
h.,nd bide wo han> the Moogerah Valley. 
:\lJ thi ,, country is being. taken u:> a'. dw 
I-·1'( "·-·nt tin·,~. The Taro1nD and :.\'loo~terah 
country wa fl<J.rt of the' Fassifern Estate; it 
is fa"t beinv s' ,t[ed, and tho settler" are 
[Ding in for n1orc cultivation Lu.ch y{'ar. 
Last vear the )lotato crop in the Taru.n& 
Yall0: Wltl about 7,000 ba~=:s, and the; ar0 
incrc::t sing tho crop next :--c;-; r, and they arf' 
going. in for luL 'I:ne gro\vin.rs as well a~ in 
the Moo[ orrrh Valley. If the line followed 
dO\Vll the s]opes of the fi.ange in a northerly 
diroction towards the Bremer Valle;· route, 
it ·vould b;l impossible for those ccttlers to 
FC' to this line. It is about 17 mil<>s from 
I\'i<'tmt Arthur un to the noint where it 
cro" s the Rang<;. and it ,:auld LD impos­
,:ib:c to ha \'P a ,otation on the whole of this 
section ; hut on the nre -ent route it 'vould 
be po'"ihle to havB- three stations. I do 
not ;., ant tho C'ommittoo to think that I am 
in an' way oprosod to the Bre,n0r Valley 
people gPtting their line; I certainly ,am 
no' ; but, a' a part of tho via recta, it is not 
fea,ihlo. In moving this amendment the 
hon. member for Rosewood--

_\n HoNOL"RABLE ME}fBER: He want' an· 
in,-estigation. 

Mr. BELL: For the !act thitty years inves­
tigations have been carried on b' some of 
onr railway officials. and up to the present 
the~.,. ha~-: vot bef~n abh"i to impro-rc upon a 
gradient of 1 in 33. A great deal Ins been 
ec.:d about tlw coet. I might point out that 
in crossing the ~lain Ranve this is abso­
Jr,tely ono of the chml!WSt lines in Australia. 
I · hould 1 ike to quote the mileage cost of 
SC· clC of the exieting line'. From Briobane 
b Go\\7i8 Junction it wa, £25,720 per mile. 

The SEC'RrTARY FOR RAILWAYS: Then vmr 
ha vc all the bnd resumptions in that. , 

Mr. BELL: From South Brisbane to 
:Manly it wa • £14.368; Cairns to M'trc o:ba, 
£29,824. In the other State-,, the line from 
Pcnrith to Bat!mr•;t cost £31,308 per mile; 
Homebush.Waratah, £36,004; and Mel­
hourn0-Bendigo, £48,315. That v;as tho 
broad gauge; but there is not that differ 
ence in cost betw0en the two. This 1 ine is 
going to c0st a little over £13,CJO a mil<· 
and I think it is one of the che1.pest lines· 
whit:h crosses a n1ain r~,~nge in .Australia. 
r'ontrast, aim, the cost of this rang' r11ilwar 
with tho,.e in other narts of the wo·ld sucn 
as the Rocky :\Iountains, tlc<> Alps, ~nd' other· 
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<liflicult mountain sections. The Range here 
would not be considered a fair-sized spur 
to one of those mountains. Great stress has 
beell laid upon the engineering difli0ulti0s. 
The spiral on thib route has been men­
tioned as a very difficult engineering feat; 
but on tho St. Gothard Railway there 
is a double spiral, like a pair of spectacles, 
and the line crosses it,elf inside .a tunnel. 
A great de .1! h.• s abo boon rmide about the 
question of curve'· The curves on the line 
arc of a 5-chain radius. On the Toowoomba 
Range until recently they had 4~-ohain 
cur: c.,, co that nothing can be argued 
agam,t this line in the matter of curves. I 
give ~\lr~ EYanP. f'Yer.r credit for bdnging 
forward hi, rc •ort a, he has done. Although 
we can11ot ag1·ce \Vith it in every 'vay, still 
he is placi 'lg !he position before the House 
and L~forc th"' count ·y lron'l h19 n-..11nt of v1cw. 
But, as the ~lini· c2r for Railwaye pointed 
out, it is a circumscribed point of view. 
The Commissioner is loo;cing at it from the 
point of view as to how it is going to affect 
the rov,•nuc of the railw:lYS. \Ve 'Vant to 
deeJ with thi; question on· a much broader 
and more national ba~is than that. Is it 
fair that the peo:>le li,-ing w~'t of \Varwick 
and those Ji,-inz in the south-west of Queens­
land c'1oald be burch n"d foren'r \\ ith this 
<:>xtra 57 mile• of r"ih. ay. There was a 
return m·•, ·ni·nd to this House on th.- 3rd 
of Sept;."_lbcr last, which showed that th<> 
>.U'll of £3,124,314 was earned b•.· the railways 
i.1 the vici·:ib.- Gf w~rwick, an"d 50 per cent. 
of that .money was naid on the tr.af!ic from 
\VH\Yick to Jlriebariu and beyond, totalling 
£1, 'i77.157. The return also shmYcd that 
through having to pa~ on that extra 57 
miles the people in that district had to pay 
an excess of £550,000. 

::\11'. IIAMILTOX: \Yhat did it cost to earn 
that sum? 

Mr. BELL: I do not know what it cost 
to earn it, but that is the sum the people 
there paid in excess through ha,-ing to pay 
for the extra 57 miles of railway. That is 
.an injustice to the people of \Varwick and 
the< South-west. If we build this line we 
will conserve to Queensland the trade of th<' 
South-west, which rightly and geographically 
belongs to Queensland. 

The bell indicated thai portion of the hon. 
member's time had expired. 

Mr. BELL: New South Wales is also bear­
ing this fact in mind, and is pushing on the 
northern extensions of her railways, It is 
the intention of the Railway Depai·tment to 
•construct thn border railv, ay out to Tuan, 
and when it gets to Tuan the distance from 
'Tuan to Brisbane and Tuan to Sydm·v will 
he about the same, and the construction of 
this line will be the means of securing tho 
tracle that justl.v belongs to us. 

Mr. MAY: You have not got the line to 
"Tuan yet. 

Mr. BELL : The Sydney traffic seems to 
·be largely in the Commissioner's mind, ac­
•cording to his report, but that question 
should not weigh with us at all. It doe,; 
not matter if the traffic to S;~·dney goes via 
W allangarra, via Tweed Heads. or via 
Kyogle. It is the border trade we are 
thinking about, and this link must be forged 
to conserve to Queens] and the trade that 
belongs to it. I hope the Committee will 
not delay passing the plans by accepting the 
amendment. There is no good to be gained 
by doing that". We have been investigating 
:it for thirty years, and up to the present this 

is the best route available. vVe should not 
turn it down because of the grades. Engineer 
Stanley did not think it a bad principle to 
ha\·e a, short section with a steep grad<>, pro­
vided vou cu1ld have sufficient power to help 
the engines up the steeper pinches. Until quite 
recently the grades up the Toowoomba Ra!'ge 
were such that it required extra ongm?­
power to help them to get up, and there rs 
no reason why the extra engine-power should 
not be employ~d in this case. I hope the 
Committee will consider the matter care­
fully and dispassionately be.fo_re .casting a 
vote that will perpetuate an m]ustwo on the 
people of vVarwick and bouth-western 
Queensland. 

Hmr. R. PHILP ('l'ou:nsvillr): It is quite 
true that this railway has been b.ofo~e tho 
country for thirty years, but thrs rs the 
first time that the plans of the via recta ha Ye 
brcn tabled in the House. This is not a 
party matter, and we .slwul.d Yot~ either 
for or .against the proposal on rtc men~s. \Ve 
ought to consider first whether thrs !me 
ought to be built. We ha\ e to con .• Jder 
whether we should build a double line of 
rails to the Darling Downs. In its present 
form I shall vote against this railway_ If 
we pass this railway we will be putting 
£500,000 on 28 miles of railway, and we are 
putting the burden on people lc ~st. able to 

and it. Besides, £500,000 spent m ot~cr 
parts of Queensland would build ~00 mr.es 
of railwav where there are no rarlways at 
present. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. HAMILTOX: And ·some of the lines have 
been passed. 

RoN. R. PHILP: And some of the lin>" 
· -.ye been passed. I cannot understand t~e 
Government trying to pass the plans thrs 
session, and saying that the line will not be 
constructed for another twelve months. It 
is quite true that when the line from Mur,t­
billa to Mount Edwards is built then thrs 
J!•cp will have to be linked up, but that 
time has not yet come. \V e .should n?t 
spend £500,000 in building 27 mrles of rarl­
way to one district. There has been a good 
r!eal of talk about the border trade and about 
New South \Vales taking our border tradt>. 
\V e will not lose the border trade at all. W. e 
have got the line to Dirranban~h, and 1t 
must get all the trade on one srde of the 
railway, and a goo~ deal of the trade on 
the other side .. Whrle we have Queensland 
u.ndeveloped we should not seek t7 get 
trade from another State. (Hear, hear.) \Ve 
do not want this bogey raised about the 
New South Wales trade. The fi~st proposal 
to build the via recta was made in 1884, 
when it was to run through to St. George, 
and the money was passed in a loa-, Bill, Lut 
it was not until 1900 that anything was done 
towards building that railway._ I was Pre­
mier when the first plans were tabl~d for 
that railway. The Minister for Rarlways, 
Mr. John Murray, tabled the pl;"ns for t~e 
railway from Warwick to Thane s Creek m 
1900-sixteen wars after it was first propooed. 
Sir_ S. W. Griffith, Sir Thomas Mciiwraith, 
and others would not tackle it. They recog­
nised that we had one line-that to the 
Darling Downs-Dver the Rang<'. I \\as P_re­
micr when the first section of the \Vanv·ck 
to Tlc ·me's Cret'k lilw v '' inhoclm .-rJ. B;1t 
spe0king th<·n I said that 1 "ao nDt J_H 
favour of building the via recta; I thought rt 
was a luxurv. I then was in favour o.f 
building a line f~om Warwick ~o Goondr­
windi and I thought that the !me farther 

, Hon. R. Philp.] 
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west should go from Dalby. But, at all 
events, it went from Goondiwindi and 
through to Dirranbandi. \Ve are pushing 
on the line to Dirranbandi, and if the Go­
vernment tables the plans for a line froru 
there out west. I would rather vote for 
them than I would vote for thio line now. I 
think it would do much more good to tho 
country than this. And, \Yith reEpect to th • 
' •nefit that the line is going to be, I oay 
that there is no place that is going to benefit 
more than the mty of Brisban~; and, before 
I undertake to vote for a line of this sort, I 
want to see Brisbane in thp benefited ar(·~ 
as VI ell. (Hear, hear!) I have alwa).' con­
tended that Brisbane, · Rockhampton, and 
Townsville benefited more by the cxtensio•·s 
of the ;railways west than anywhere else. 

HoNOl:RABLE MEMBERS: Hoar, hear! 
HoN. R. PI-IILP : And i: there is a etrong 

feeling in Bri• bane in favour of this line, 
let it be included in tho guarantee. You are 
asking people who have guaranteed their 
line at Dirranbandi to guarantee this line 
over the Range, a liml which {•voryonc knows 
will not bring any extra traffic by it,olf. 
Warwick has done very wail in the matter 
of railwa~~- 'They have a rail\1ay from 
\Vallangarr.•, a railway from Mar,;vale, a 
raihvay fr{}n1 Dirranhanc1i, and a lino from 
Killarney, and I think, at all nvcnts, that 
Wan1ick should have a rc>'t. Be··id"s, I do 
not think it will benefit ·war-,,-ick vetv much 
after aD. It certainly will reduc' their own 
rates •somewhat, but there .are plenty of 
places in Queensland which have no line at 
all, and I certainh think that '' o should 
cater fm· them first. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Hoar, hoar ! 

Ho:-<. R. PHILP: And I think that we 
ought to rem< mbor that the traffic from the 
Do.,ns pays less toVIards our railway freight 
than other places-timber, coal, and pro­
duce, and up to the pre·-cnt tim,,, I do not 
think that Warwick ha, suffl'r{'d so much. 
'To a'k that we should build two lines to one 
place, when there are places without any 
lines at all, is, I think, asking too much. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
HoN. R. PHILP: I think it should be 

def<>rred till n{'•d secdion, ut all events, and 
if the Government bring in the line then­
if the metropolitan members are '·0 anxious 
to get it-let them help to guarantee it. 
Why should th{'y escape? 'There is not .a 
town in Queensland that has be 1{ fitcd so 
much by railway construction as Brisbane. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
HoN. R. PHILP : At tho present time, so 

far as I know, there is not a guarant<Jed 
line affBcting Brisbane, and I think that we 
should make the whole of Brisbane and of 
Ipswich, too,':Hr. Cribb, which you r~present, 
pay towards the guarantee. 'Tho Minister 
mu'',t admit that the 28 miles by itself is not 
gomg to pay. And, besides that, 1•.e have 
the Commissionf'r's report, C<'rtainly not a 
very favourable report. He is not enamoured 
o_f this. line. He says that . .at the present 
tunc, rt shoul-d not b0 buil-t. It may be 
b~il! later. When I can see a couple of 
mrllwn people on the Downs and therB is so 
much traffic that they want another line, 
perhaps, I ''ill urport it. But when 
everybody is calling out for rail·.-ays all 
over the State, and when thf' Government 
say themselves that they cannot touch it for 
twelve months, why pass the line at all? I 
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do not think you will find the peopiP of 
Dirranbandi and InglmYood very anxious to. 
guarantee it, and I do not think that the 
traffic "ill be so much as it is thought. I 
certainly think that 11 e should get all the 
traffic on one side of the line and some from 
the other side of the line, but not all. We 
wi11 get all the Queensland traffic, and I 
maintain that ,,.-e .1re not justified in catering 
for the traffic of any other State. We have 
plenty to look after for ourselve I sym­
pathircJ with the ·warwick people. They have 
been <>XJl''0ting this line for a long time, 
but I think we should remember that this is· 
the first time that the plans of the via recta 
have been ta:..,IBd; and I think hon. members 
should consider, Bspecially in view of the 
report of the Commissioner, whether this is 
~:oing to be for the benefit, not only of \V ar­
wick, but also of th0 whole of Queensland. 
I think that there are plenty of Jines which 
will benefit us much more than this line. 
Evervbody knows th-o,t money is not 
plentiful with the 'Tn a' uer at the pre­
sPnt time, and later-when we have com­
pleted the :11ount Edwm·d,.Munbil:a lino­
therp will be more in the coffers. We have 
a lot of lines passed but not started. I can 
only under the'e circumstances vote for the 
amendment, and if the motion goes to a 
eli vision, I should vote against the plans 
unle'·S some alteration is made in the bene­
fitr-:1 a1ea. 

Mr. ILUIILTON (Gregory): I think that 
if there is anything that would tend to in­
duce a member to Vote for thB amendment 
it was the statement of the Premier that 
there is no danger of the line being built this 
side of twch e months, and very little, as he 
knows, of ih being built this side of five 
years. 

The PRE'I!IER : I did not say that. Twelve 
months, I said. 

Mr. HAMILTON : No ; but that is if 
the Government are going to carry out their 
promises to other portions of the State. I 
say that this money could be better spent in 
other portions of the Stat<', not in tabling 
new proposals. but in earrying out pro­
posals that have already been passed by 
Parliament, proposals on which the Go­
vernment went to the country at the time 
of tho last election. 'They are ,railways 
that will tend to develop 500 times the coun­
tr: that this line will open up. There is 
one line that was passed just before the last 
election, that from Winton to Springvale. 
\Vhen that line was passed, the House was 
told that these.- \\-est.nrn lines would be 
started simultaneously in the different sec­
tions. Have the Government carried out 
the promise that they made then? No; 
they have not. ThPy are carrying out the 
extension from Charleville, and they are 
carr:·ing out in a very slipshod manner the 
extension fron. Blaehall, but they have not 
started that line in the Winton di"triet. It 
is time for them to table more railway 
proposals when they have carried out the 
lines pa>.Jed b,· this House. The Premier 
says that this line will annex ne>' territory, 
moaning that it will annex a part of New 
South \Vales. Is that a Federal spirit? Is 
it not better for us to try to deYelop our 
own State without meddling with New 
South Wales'! 

'The PRE:I!IER : It will secure our trade. 
Mr. HAMILTO::'>J: 'There is a big lump of 

our own that we have not got yet. 
The PRF:IHER: This will help to retain 

ill. 
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Mr. HAMILTON: I say" that a big lump 
of the tr>1do in the "Winton-Springvale 
corner that belongs to Queensland is now 
going to South Australia, and that there are 
hundreds of square miles of territor) that 
would bo put under 'heep if it wer0 built, 
but are now under cattle. I believe that tho 
time will como when the ,:ia recta will be 
justified. It ia not justifiBd when the 
Premier tells c.s that thev have no inten­
tion of going on ith it, and when wo 
know that tho5 cannot go on vcith it. The 
time has arrived when over:;- railway pro­
posal will have to run the gauntlet of criti­
cism in this House. 

The F;.!E1!IER: This is, is it not? 

Mr. HAMILTO;'If: "We know that in re­
gard to the guinuntee syster.t, repudiation 
is in the air. The 'cry peroons who are 
aoking for this railwa" arP tho·. who voted 
to repudiate that sy,tem. 

The l'RE~1IER: A deputation this morning 
told me that they would pay 3 per cent. 
gladly. 

Mr. HAMILTOX: 'l'h?v have , tid that 
in regard to nearly eV<:H'Y ·railway that was 
tablBd. " Give us the line," thev say, " and 
"o will ll't:• the guarantee." But having 
got the railwJ.y. they try to get oc1t of tho 
guarantee. \\'hat i, this guarantee worth? 
So ;oon as the line is co npk ted, thev 
come along, and have a d~Jmtation to the 
Premier, and bring all tho influence poesible 
t<:J bear to get the Government to ropeal tho 
guarantee. 

At 9 p.m., 
The CHAIR}IAN resumed the chair. 
Mr. H.\..YIILTO)J: The Commissioner, in 

his report. says the interest at 3 pm' cent. 
on the oost of construction will be £12,732 
pBr annum. IY e know very well that the 
Government cannot gBt money at 3 per 
cent., and that ,hey propose to offer 4 per 
cent., w thott a few thousands will have to 
be added to that £12,732. Evidence was 
given by railway <>xperts before a Select 
Committee \vhich rcco>ntly sat, and among 
the.n \I as Mr. Amos, who inspects railway 
routes and reports on thorn to the Govern­
ment. ;Mr. Amos said that the vor) first 
line whi< h should be built in Queensland is 
the line from \Vinton to Hughenden to con­
nect the Ct':otral and Northern s0stcms. 

Mr. GR INT: Ivir. Evan•• said the same 
thing. 

Mr. HAMILTON: Ye'; Mr. Evans caid 
the same thing. Thf'n, there is the Dawson 
Vallo.; line, which· was pa><ed by Parlia­
ment, started by the GovBrnment, and then 
stopped, and there are sections of the North 
Co.~st line still unconc.tructed. There are 
enough raih' .1ys pas• ed-raihva:•.> which the 
people are anxiously w.J,iting for-to occupy 
the attention of the Government for the 
next five ears, without this via recta pro­
posal. Tll8 expenditure on the via recta 
will be very hc·lVy-too hc:tvy, not only for 
the pr·oplc in the district, but also for tho 
State in the J;Jresent conditiDn of thB finances 
of the countrv. I listened to the remarks of 
the hon. membe" for Fassifern, and it 
seemed to me that this line will not open 
much country. The people in his district 
are only " few miles from a railway, while 
in thP district I represent there are people 
who arP 200 and e''en 300 mileq from a rail­
way. Tho,e people should rec<>ive considera­
tion as far as rail·way construction is con­
cerned before those "1-.u have a railway at 

their door. The Government have only 
brought this proposal down in the dying 
hours of the wssion as a sop to oertain 
people. 

The PRE:UIER. To carry out a contract. 
Mr. IIAMIL'TON: Why, then, do not the 

Go,·ernment carry out the other conh:acts 
they have made., II ow can the Jiiirmster 
say he is carrying out his contracts vv.hen 
th,e Government have not started some lrnes 
already pa>" tcd, and yet sabmit this fresh 
propo-:11? 

The SECRt:TARY FOR RAILWAYS: One hun­
dred and tv. clve mil eo have b•" •m opened 
since Julv. 

Mr. H~'I.MILTON: There are s<Jveral long 
lmwth: .. of railw '5 which th<; Government 
ha,?e never touched. The Duche.•s line has 
been carried to the mine<, .and there it has 
been stepped, whereac if_ it h ,d been taken 
8 or 9 mil< , it is possrble that 1t would 
ha"d:l tecciveJ a good de.cl of hve stock 
t"·ade fro;n the Northern Territory. There 
arc plenty of avenue·, in whjch the Gove_rn­
rnent (an s1)end money .. w1thout cntenng 
into fre h obligatio,rc 01 this kind. The 
people whom this railway is to Ei'rve have 
rail-:~·a" col.tnnunic .t..t.ion ·with the coast now. 
As far ,, s shortening the distance between 
\V an,.ick and Brif·bar,o i, cDnc•erned-that 
is not the motive "hich has induced th.e 
Government to table this raih1 ay. It rs 
merelv brought in bocausr· a lot Df pres­
sure has been brought to bear upon the 
Governm0nt by the people of Fassifern ':nd 
\Y arwiok, and the 'Government are hopmg 
in their hearts that it will be defeated, but 
thev want to oaY€ their faces by being able 
to ''·"' that thev tabled tho line. But thP:V 
have 'no intention ·of starting the railway. 

The PREMIER: Count heads, and we will 
carrv the rewlution into effect. 

1\lr. HAMILTON: Let the hon. gentleman 
start some of the railwa)s which were passed 
years ago. I shall vote against this pro­
position, not be<ause I w~nt to defeat t~e 
vi"' recta raihvay, as I bclreve the tnne wrll 
come when that line will have to be con­
struQted, but r say that, in view of the pre­
sent conditions of the money market, and 
the fact that tho Government have not started 
railwavs "!ready passed, they should not 
have submitted this proposition to tho Com­
mittee <tt this juncture. I shall support the 
amendment to postpone the matter. Not­
withstanding the fact that two or three_ re­
ports were made on this railway by prevwus 
CommissioneL, we have a report from the 
present Commissioner, and he is dead against 
this proposal. The hon. member for WaJ:­
wick advised hon. members not to take any 
notice_' of the Con1n1issionor's report. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: He only dealt with 
one a .. pect of the question. 

Mr. HAMILTON: When the Commis­
sioner's report in conncctiDn with other lines 
"as tabled the hon, member did not say 
that members should take no notice <:Jf it. 
Vlhy? Because tho reports ouitod him. .If 
the Com1:rittee cannot take the Commrs­
'ioncr's r{'port, to whom arc we to look for 
g-uidance in such mattore 9 I do not blame 
the hon. member for ·warwick or the hon. 
rnen1bcr for Fa ~Liferll in trying· to p:r_ t. rail~ 
way-, in their districts. It is tht>ir dnty to 
try' to ~ct r:tilv .y< in their di·;trid". but it 
is ahJ- the dutv of othd' momLcrs to try to 
Ff't. railwa•. s ill their districts. a1 ,-l , ~u that 
they r:et {air play, and I shall vote for the 
amendm~nt. 

Mr. Hamilton.] 
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The SECRETARY FOR RAILvVAYS :. 
I have a!r~adv made mv statement with 
respect to the ~notion, and I desire now to 
sa.~ a fm,, words with reference to the 
amendnwnt of the hon. member for Rose­
" ood, \d.v proposes to delay the matter. 
'l'he hclll. me;nber for Rosewood stated that 
one roc;te •vhich had lw'm written about bv 
Mr. Yi~ ocdl<·y Y orston would oave some IO 
or 12 rnilf's in construction. 

:Ylr. STEYENS : I did not ,ay that. 

The SE(;RETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
~ir. iVoodlcy Yorston said-

" The onlv alceration which would 
do a;,y good' to me personally would be 
to 1 ake the line from the present ter­
murc at ~Iaryvale up the north branch 
of ·Gkngallan Cre~k, tunnel through 
~ omL 60 chains of the Main Range at the 
b'ad of Bell's Creek, thence down the 
B_remer Valles, thereby shortening the 
drstance some 10 or 12 miles. This 
would pass through my property, but as 
this route seems to have quite escaped 
the notice of thv surveyors (why, l am 
at " loss to undcutand) it is now too 
htr• to aaYDCate it." . 

I understood from the hon. member that that 
was the route he desired we should inqu;ro 
into. I take it that the reason for the 
amendment is to revive the old battle of 
routes. The question is whe.hcr we should 
determine that the remaining link of the 
via recta should be awroved ·or whether it 
should not. As a matter of fad, this v ~·. y 
route via Cunningham's Gap, that the han. 
member referred to, and which ::\fr. \Vood!Gy 
Yorston wrote about, was brought under rn} 
notice by a deputation that waited on mo 
four or five weeks ago, and I questioned 
th£n whether a new route could be die­
cover£d that would save 10 miles in 28 miles. 
This very route was examined by 11r. Lethmn 
before he started the survey of both of the 
routes from Ipswich to \Varwick in the ye".r 
1883. The fact is, instead of being a tunnel 
of 60 chains only through Cunningham's Gap, 
it would require a tunnel of very much 
greater length, and if that tunnel was built 
from the direction of Warwick, it would Le 
found, owing to the extreme declivity on thC> 
east of the Range, the route would he 
absolutely impracticable. I gi ''' the hon. 
member credit for not thinking and nDt 
hopiiJ« and not desiring to postpone the 
consideration of this question, for, as the 
hon. member for Cunningham said, " It ma:v 
be for years and it may be for ever." I 
_give the han. member credit for wishing to 
postpone this question for only one year. 

Mr. STEVENS: You are not quoting me 
correctly. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The han. member himself gave me the doJe 
of the "Courier" newspaper in which this 
lett£r appeared, and '1: have read from the 
" Courier" of the 7th October, where thi• 
letter from Mr. Woodley Yorston appear·'· 
\Vhen I made my statement to the Com­
mittee this afternoon I endeavoured to give 
the fullest information, and I distinctly 
stated that Mr. Southerdon had made a 
survey from Rosevale to the foot of th" 
Range. In introducing the second sectiou 
of the Munbilla to Mount Edwards Railway 
in 1911, which was approved of by the Com­
mittee, I said that my·opinion was that that 
was the second section of the via recta, and 
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I also stated as· plainly as possible, that this 
connecting link which we are now consider­
ing was the connecting link between the two 
sections that had been placed before Parlia­
ment by m;rself and which had been approved 
of by Parliament, the first section of whwh 
was built and officially opened by the pre­
sent Premier on the 30th September, '1911. 
Even the han. member for Warwick, who, o£ 
course, naturally is an enthusiast in connec­
tion wrth the question of the via recta, some­
time ago brought up the question of a better 
grade by what is termed the " 1 in 33 route," 
and he suggested to the olficialb of tho Rail­
>vay Depar:tment that thio c,u]d be obtained 
by driving a very much longn tunnel than 
is proposed in the present proposition. But 
what happened? When ~he ofliciaL: of . the 
Railway Department came to mquue rnL 
the matter, they found they would have to 
drive a tunnel under the bed of a cer·tarn 
creek, which was impracticable. These are 
matters that have to be relegated to th' 
experience and knowledge of the railway 
turve.)ors and railway £ngineers. I would 
like to remind han. mmnbers that thrs rs 
not a promise. It is an undertaking that 
has been given to the settl<Jr~ in that portion 
of the State for the last thuty yPal"·. The 
promise was given when the £10,000,000 lo.un 
was passed in 1884. The pn,,ent Premrcr 
gave a distinct promise that the pl_ans uf the 
via recta should be tabled last sesswn. That 
I was unable to carry out as the responsible 
head of the department becau'e the informa­
tion was not compl£ted, and that promrse has 
been carried out by the tab! ing of the pl ·''.s 
this sesoion, and I think this is a proposi­
tion that members may well give every con­
sideration to' before voting against it, and 
I also think hon. members should not allow 
such a big proposal as this to be side-tracked 
by an amendment such as the one before !ho 
Committee, but get to the substantn-e mo~10n 
and say to the country whether they belrE!'~e 
that this link in the great national lme 
should be completed or not. 

Mr. HODGE' (Nanango): I intend to sew­
port the amendment for several good reasocts. 
One reason is the fact that some few y£ars 
ago I represented that part of the . State, 
and during that time the peo)le m the 
Rosewood district were very ke n about the 
promises that had been made to them ye~rs 
ago about the via recta startmg at some pm:n 
about Rosewood. There is anJther good 
reason why I intend to vote against the 
passing of these plans and book of ref<eromP 
and that is the Commissioner's rel'ort. I 
think it is dccidedlv tilflfamurabk and if 
we c~annot trust th~ Co ·tmiosion<'r who is 
placed in that re. ponsiblc p,ositi"n-if "·'' 
cannot ·place reliance on hi, repo1 t, what " 
the use of him being there? If wo ar<> no'o 
prepared to trust his report, wh;ch involves 
the expenditure of £500,000, v:hy has h" 
bePn reappointed for a tcr1n of bvo years? 
The Commicc;ioner has go'le "' n~ carefully 
into this matter; he knows the whole dis­
trict from A to Z and fro·n ,,-hat we kLo\\ 
of what has occu;·red in the me ,ntim" be­
tween Murnh,·'s Creek and Helidon -at any 
time }'Oll COuld go there' during the last ~CYi 
or fifteen years. and you would see anythmg 
from 100 to 150 men. working tlwre gradu­
ally cutting down the grade on that railway. 
It is a well-known fact that there is a report, 
verified by a compctPnt engineer, stating that 
there is a gradient of 1 in 44 ,',· arrainet l 
in 33. If that is the case, I do not see ,.hat 
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thor: is any violent hurry for ru~hing this 
motwn through. This so-called direct route 
is as . crookcd as. a dog's hind leg. It is 
all sp1ders and sLHrals, and those spiders and 
'!llrals "111 cost as much as some of the 
lmcs I am asking for in my district, , here 
we can settle people on th'l land, of which 
there '.s no po···sibility along the route of 
thrs rmlway. . .. \.nother objection to the nro­
posal is that it is to start at :Haunt -Ed­
wards, where there is no railway in existcnc •. 
\Ve all know that several railways have 
been approved of, but so far they have not 
been commenced. Th<>re is one such in mv 
elBctorate, the plans for which were pabse~l 
two years ago, but they have not even turned 
the first sod yet1 and I question very much 
whether they w1ll turn the first sod of the 
Munbilla to Monnt Edwards Railwav within 
the next twelve months, so that there is ab­
solutely n? nec:ssit3 . fo;. this violent hurry 
m connection wrth thrs !me. \Ye should give 
the a'!'endment due consideration beforP we 
commit the country to an expenditure of 
£500,000. The amendment is entitled to con­
sideration, and the hon. member for Rose. 
wood is to be complimented on bringing the 
matter before the Chamber. The route sup­
ported by the h_on. member is no new thing. 
Seventeen or erghteen years ago, when the 
Jato S1r Hugh Nebon was S·ecretarv for RaiL 
ways and the present bon. m0mber for 
Bp;mer was member for Rosewood, Sir Hugn 
Nelson went up to the district and he 
pradically promised the peonle that the 
Brem_m: V alle;r line would be- constructed. 
and 1t was anticipated that the line would 
?e started in the very near future.· There 
rs another reason wh:- the amendment should 
be given due consideration, and that is that 
the people between Ipswich and Boonah are 
already sen-ed by a railway, which practically 
goes through the whole of the agricultural 
land in the district. On the other hand th<> 
people be~w:een .Rosewoo~ and Cunningham< 
Gap are hvmg Ill an agricultural area which 
is not within 20 or 30 miles of a railway. 
The Commissioner says that it will bP 
necPS':J.ry to expend £100 000 to reconstrurt 
the line between Ipswich ~nd Munbilla, and 
that sum would enable the Bremer Vallev 
]ine to. be built under proper conditions, gj,:_ 
mg r~t!h:·ay communication t" the people in 
the d1stnct I have mentioned. Those people 
have be"n settled there for thirty years, and, 
although thev may have done fairly well, 
they would have done considerablv better if 
they had possessed the advantagP ·of railwav 
communication which is enjoyed by others. "I 
am perfectly satisfied that the Government 
have no intention of going on with this line 
straighhway. They merely want authorit,_· 
to build the linP. and, that being so, I d.o 
not see why there should be all this objec­
tion to the amendment. The Government 
bring in a proposal at this late hour of thr·> 
session to build a paltry railwav like thi··· 
when there are real good distri;ts that ar·; 
languishing for want of railways and they 
are not getting them. This is merelv a pro­
poeal to stave off things, and I do n'ot think 
it fair, because, when we went to the countn· 
at the last election we were given to unde;­
stand by the Government that certain rail­
ways would be pushed out into agricultural 
di·tricts. There is one proposition that has 
been hanging fire in my own electorate f'ver 
since I have been in this House and the 
£100,000 that will be necessary to ;econstruct 

the line from Ipswich to :Munbilla would be 
more than sufficient to open up some of the 
best conutry in the Burnett and settle p2ople 
on the land. Absolutely no settlement L.Ln 
take place in connection with this line. I 
say without fear of contradiction that if 
the line is left unbuilt for· the nex~ fiftJ years, 
the population in the district will not in­
crease by 10 per cent. I intend to ovpuc;e 
the passing of the plans and to nl0 fer the 
an1endment. 

_::..1r. GUKN (CaTnanon): I represent an 
electorate that is more concerned in this via 
recta question than any other electm:.ate in 
Queensland. I also kn~w the benefited area 
perhaps better than any other hon. men~ber, 
as I have been over it from one end to the 
other, and I can gi;-e reasons why the via 
recta should be gone on with as soon as 
practicable. I y. a; glad to hear tho hon. 
member for Balonne speak in favour of tho 
n1otion, because tho bon. 1nmnber's cl .~torate 
is more concerned in the Yia recta than 
any other electorate, exc'"pt my own. In the 
past a number of the people about i\Iungindi 
and right away out to Uunnamulla did 
their business with New South \Vales. The 
borJcr line to Thall on and Dirranbandi ''as 
constructed with a vie>Y to sccm·ing the trade 
of that por.tion of Queensland to Queensland. 
\Ve supply those people with p.Jlice, schools, 
and everything else, and we natually thought 
we were justified in trying to secure that 
trade, and we have secured it during the 
last two or three vears. But we would not 
have secured it if New South Wales had 
not had a Public W arks Standing Com­
mittee. When Queensland moot.·d the idea of 
running a line out along the border, the 
Public Works Standing Committee of New 
South Wales inspected the country b~tween 
Moree and Mungindi, and on their return 
they reported against thP construction of " 
railway there, with the result that the linu 
has been hung up at Moree for a numbn 
of years. The consequence was that Queeus­
land was able to get her railway out and 
secure the trade of that part of the coLlntry. 
New South \Vaks has ·since seen that she 
made a mistake, and has pushed ,,.., tho rail­
way, and in a few days the line will be 
opened from Sydney right through to Mun­
gindi, and I am almost afraid that we shall 
l<"se the trade we have already secured unlE s,, 
weo build the via recta. The distance frc,n, 
B,·isbane to Mungindi via Toowoomba is 426 
mile", made up of 386 mile; of rail and 40 
miles of road. The distance bv the via recta 
will be 386 mil<s by train, from which must 
be deducted 57 miles, leaving 329 miles. 

Mr. MAY: What is the distanco to Sydney? 

Mr. Gl'NX: The distanc: from I\'cwcctstle 
to :\Iungind; is 427 milf':,, so that eycn whLn 
th<• .-ia n:.·ta i.; built tho distance will be 
about the san10 h fro111 :\Iungindi to Bris­
banP; you w Juld on!~- bo thr•n on equal 
terms. '\.t the nrc,ont time the b:t!anc•: is 

in favour of Now South \Vales. 
[9.30 p.m.] J do not think one State should 

take trade from tho other, but I 
think that the trade should go to its natural 
port. and I thin1;: .h>.<t the natural nort of that 
district ·o Brisb;·nc. and not ="Jpwcastlo or 
S~·dnoy. The :..l0w S,mth \\'ales railway sys­
tc·n 1 oc• rut in tl.e shane of " hand. First of 
a 11, their s:-·stem touche; us at \Vallang-arra. 
The next placf~ 'Yhere it intr3rf0rcs with our 
trade is at Inverell, which is about 60 miles 
from Texas ; but the State of Queens] and 

Mr. Gunn.J 
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goe' much nParer to Inverell than that. 
\Vhon I ·,,as up thore not long ab'o I caw 
carrier;, bringing goods to Invercll, and if 
v e do not takE' care we shall lo•,e that trade, 
and very shortly too, b( came th•·y are think­
ing of rnaki11g an extension fro:n In-.Terell 
to Ashford. which is much nearer tho 
border. There is another railway \Vhich we 
will have to build n•ry shol't1}:, and that 
IS the raihYa::, from Inglewood to Tc:.v:as. 
It will oa v•· a minP which keen·· the \Yholo 
tc.nYnship going, and be the n1e.ans of JSCt.Ur­
ing thah tl':ld<· for all time. .'\. lJart of it 
no\v !!,L·C' to XPw South \Yale.•. If you go 
furt:H'r along the l Jrc!c·r .. ·ou find that tbe 
1 aihc, a\' ha run uo to :\:Loree iu ;.;r c ,·,· ~-Juth 
\\a), .. :· It ;-or·~ nc-"rm than that, to a pl •ce 
about 50 miles fro:n Goondiv in:!i. That ''ill 
int"""fere vYith t]H· Goondiwindi traf!ir, and 
·."c 'hr·ll ha ''" to h0 c.trdul that some of 
that t;.,f!in doe' not e·c"!1' U· If '.ou go 
furthc;· alonE' i·ho borde,o than Uungindi you 
coccw to lll•bel, y, hi< 1, is L•bout tho same dis­
tmtcc hom Collarondabri and Dirranbandi. 
'l'l <1istan .c hom Ilebel via Toowoomba is 
ttbvut tho :::~ril•' distr.ncc U':. fro_n l-Icbr:.l to 
:\cwcw,tlc, and if \Ye do not &~c~. tho via 
l'€'Cta vr0 arc, Ekelv to lo·· · tho tr::tde about 
Hobo!. Then, further on, thue i., Browar­
rina, which i-; 11ot in th~ iPfluenc-e of the 
Nw ;a-tic lirw, but of tho line which gaPs 
from Bourke. The Browarrina line draws a 
lot of trad"' and comnwrce from Ouoensland. 
Then you go fnrt!H r on to Bourke, which 
a],o draw; tr"de from Quoonsland-frmn 
\Yoorooroolca and further· ale ,g tho border­
anr1 if we do not extPnd tho border line 
1\'C will continue to lose that tradL It is 
no H.!<' extendiH.~ tlw bordc1· line unless "'·ou 
have tho via recta, because, \vhen ~~au 
get tu Cunnann1~la or \\' ooroorooka, you v;;ill 
ha,·L' tho sam0 di·tanco fro:n Svdnev a;• from 
Bri~banc. You Inust rPnlcnb-er that these 
people cro in tho habit of doi'lg their busi-
11<'"< with Sydnov, and it is hard to wean 
th•·rn off ;1h·dney. You will have to give 
them choapc·r rates than t!wy can gd from 
S;·dno~, or you will not get their trade. It is 
ot v}Ld in1nodanC'c to f\ue('nsland, not te> 
rob New South \Vales of her trade, but to 
comer' e th<: t.rade that legitimately belongs 
to Quceneland, and to <Nve the people who 
are Queenslandrrs. At the same tinw, we 
cannut heln it lf come of the ~ew South 
\\ales trad(, comh to ue. I think it is very 
likely that we will get a bi\ of the New 
':iouth \Yak'> trade which g~ovraphically 
L,oloni!S to us-that is, between \Vallangarra 
and G I en Innc>s. 'I'hero is a c0nsiderablc 
amonnt of <;razinl' r-oi ·•g on there. Not so 
long avo, I met the manag~r of the Deep­
,. tt'>r Stati·Jn, who told n>0 that as soon as 
the via recC:I was built their trade would go 
by it. I would be verv oorr, to adyonte 
the building of a wilwa.•· h take the trade 
a\Yccc· fro·11 New South \Val••s, but, geo­
graphical!:.. it will be much near"r to us, 
c<nrl \Ye .-hall wo·t like+· get it. With refcr­
<·Lce to tll0 l at' 'e of th rout< '• I think my 
e:r;'tor"' and the pco!)lo along tho bordo!" 
are not concrrnod a~out the battle of the 
routee. Thr v aro all a Lout th, same dietance, 
and if '' e "'ere to "a it till tho battle of the 
route is fonvht ,,.,t we might nc.-v-er g-et our 
rail we 1, and I think we arc quite justified 
in takin~ tho chancE when we get it. This 
is the first tin;,. that the via recta has been 
t:.blcd ar,<} I hope the Honse "ill :1ass the 
lir ~. [t will do 1w cof'~tituont .. good if the 
lin': is built. Stanthor!10 is the principal 
place for growing En!!lish fruits in Que.ms­
land. A I rc;e numb('J' of settlers there are 
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doing well, and in that particular it i& 
second to none in Queensland, and perhaps 
as good as any in Australia. It is very 
nece,sary that the luscious pcachr s, cherrtc', 
C>nd other n TishaLlo fruit of that sort, should 
get to nuirkct as quickly a" ;Jossiblo. '~T c 
\\ant to s('nd our fruit, not n1crely to Ens­
bane, but OY(lr :~eas, and if it roaches Bris-
1--.-"np, in a da1nagcd condition it cannot be 
exported over :_Jca~:. Stanthorpe has an ex­
ce!icnt climate, and a nu,1ber of people go 
up there and o!Whd their holida, .;, and this 
line will malu the distance shorter. Of 
cour~e I d_> uot ·PXnPct the Hou:-:e to spend 
hu lf ~ million of ;noncv in building rail­
vvaT,-s for tllP '<lke of thn clirnatc, but that i~ 
a.~.1 inducen1cnt. I snake about the Texas 
trade. It i . a ticklish trade, and if we are­
not c .trefnl _,.e wi II lose it. It is perhaps 
not a ycry big thing, L ut it i& to that dis­
triC'(. Tf'Kas fTUIYS 1nore tob<tr'~ o than the 
re :;t of Qn(~ensfaucl. 

.\Tr. l\ftT~HY: ·would it not be bott0r to 
rnn a raihYa) ont thc;:c? 

]\~ r. G1 'X~: \Yo want the r..il way there. 
(Lmghter.) If that line was t:Jbled I could 
prm·o that it wou!d be the most 1111portant 
r.tilwa•· li>ec in Queensland. (Laughter.) 
Then iherc is another pha,,e of the qucst~on 
--that is, the duplication o" the. m:un lme 
as far as tho :!\lain R::~,ngc I tlunk that IS 
:• very mness:·rv thing, no ma.t0r whether 
von hav-e the via roda or not. There rs a 
tremendous lot of c::ttlo coming in hcnn the 
Woctern districts, and it i~ imperative ~hat 
thev should go in as qmckl0 as possrble. 
On ·a sinc.lo line, whore thPc' haYe to pull up 
at so '"an'· staticms, there is no end of delay. 
l do not 's:•c how it is possible to duplicate 
tho lin<>s through tho cuttings and tunnels 
over the :Main R'>n<.:e. I hope that those 
who ha ye mrve• ed {his via r,cta propo .. al 
v;j]J have planned it out in such .a ,,·ay. that 
th(: line cal' be dunlicatnd. I am c::mvmced 
that wh~n the borckr line f!OO'· right away 
to the south-west corner it will intercept thO' 
cattle that nO\\' go to Adelaide, and if th':'Y 
como down straight to Brisbane you w!ll 
want a line which is duplicated. With 
reference to the benefited area. I think it is 
<Juito right that all those who .aro going- to 
benefit bv thi:, line should contnbute toward~ 
the tax.' 

An Hm;ont\BLL ME}IBER: \Vould you in· 
elud•.' Brisbane? 

Mr. GUXN: I should like to see Brisbane 
not inclndPd tlw samo as the other benefited 
arC'ns, but iaxpd to sorne extent, because ~£ 
that trade goc, to Newcactle or S~·dney 1t 
will mean a lo'·' to Bnsbane. It would not 
be fair to chaJ'I;'O Bribbanc' the ; tl~e as those 
in thC' bcnrfihcl area. lxc1u~c Bnsbane also 
~~t 7s :o:on1n trarle fron1 CharleYille and other 
lines. 'l'he vi" recta ha, been l of ore the 
euP .. 1trv for a long nu,,nber oi year , and if 
llw surn•voro have not found the best route 
b1 this time thc>v ought to have done so. 
After rc~ding tho 'reports of Mr. Stanley and 
<Jther', thorp is no reason wh'. the Hou~e 
should Hot como to a concluHon on th18 
matter .md either vote for the via recta ~r 
throw it out; but I wa1·n th<> Hou'<' that rf 
i:hev do throw it out the:' will lose a lot of 
trade belonging tv Queensland. 

l\lr. GRA::-.lT (Fitzroyj: If this rail­
way had come before us a voar ago, 
e' em if we h1d this report , from the 
Railway Commissioner, I would probably 
have voted for it, bf.,cause I wnsider it 
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is .a Tail way that is certain to come. 
The trade out there will necessitate the build­
ing of that line eventually. But we must go 
by tho Connnissioncr's report now, and, 
ju6ging by that report, I do not sec how 
an vonc can vote for the line. Since I have 
be~n,.in Parliament I never 'o-.lW a line intro­
-duced with such an adYers-- report from the 
Conu11issioner. The Raihvay Con1missioner 
is our expert. The Secretar;- for Railways 
eaid that he only looked at the matter from 
tho raih ay point of view, but I wonk! like 
to know what other point of view could he 
look at it from? He is there as the cus­
todian of our railways, and we have to look 
at it from the railwa;, point of view 
this time, because this is purely a 
raih1 ay that IS going to help ,anuthor 
railway. It is not going to bring in 
fre,h tr<vlc at all, although we have been 
told that vve arc going to ]o;o track if we do 
not pa,<', it. \Yhat about the r 1ilway from 
Longroa~h to \Vinton? Such a line .1s that 
womd be a servi~e-~ble line in drought timo. 
I-Io\Y are we g-oing to pre~erve our stock in 
drought time by removing them from one 
part of the State to another unle<s we link 
up our different s0 ,tems, such as from Long­
reach to \Vinton. 

Mr. HARDACRE: This monev v;ould build 
that line twice over. · 

Mr. GRANT: Yes; four or five tines over 
Tho line from '\Vinton to Longreach could 
be built cheaply, bcoouse the rails could bv 
laid on the ground, as there are no engineer­
ing· difficulties at all. 

Mr. MAY: They are only 60 mile< from a 
rail" ay on each side. 

Mr. GRANT: There is no line in Queens­
land that has been so strongly advocated as 
tho line from Longreach to '\Vinton. 

Mr. MAY: Only ,a few pustoralists. 

Mr. GRA::'-JT: Kons8nse. There is not a 
section of the- community that has not advo­
cated that line. Tho pastoralists and other 
nwn out West, the Brisbane Chamber of 
Commerce, the Railway CommisFioner, Chief 
Engineer Amos, and others advocate the 
Longreach-\Vinton connection, while the 
Commio6ioner said it "as one of the first 
lines that should be built. We overlook a 
line like that, <Lnd Yet we are asked to pasg 
this enormously costly line. 

Mr. HARDACRE: We could build the line 
from Blair Athol to Charters Towers. 

::>.lfr. GRA::'-JT: That has also been advo­
cated strongly, as it would revive the Char­
ters Towers f-ield in !hat it would provide 
them with cheap fuel; but I am not asking 
for that line at all. vve, ace all interested 
in railways in our own districts, and we will 
be debarrvl from getting any railways at 
all if we pass this line. 

Mr. G. P. BARNE~: Suppose eYeryone plays 
the same game? 

1\h. GRAKT: So thev do. Self-int-erest 
alwaYs comes before di'sinterestedness. If 
this question depended on the speeches of 
the hon. members in that district. then there 
would not be a member who would not vote 
for it. (Hear, hear !) The hon. members 
for \Varwick, Fassifern, Carnarvon. and 
CunningJ.am all made excellent speechw; in 
f;.avonr of the building of the line, not merely 
in the House, but outside as well, as they 
have always been advocating it. But we 

have to look at it from a different point of 
Yiew altogether. Vv'e who have railways in 
our own districts must push our claims fir.;t. 
\Ye have, in my district, Alton. Downs, a 
magnificent agricultural distnct, wher_e 
thousands of acres of Government scrub soil 
is waiting for settlers. There is no hope of 
getting that line pa,,ed. Then, we have 
Mount Larcom, betwc-~n Rockhampton and 
Gl ul>tone. in the electorate oi Port Curtis, 
where th~re are hundredn of sele<''ors to­
day. Thoro is no ho;w Oi gottin'( that line 
if '"' pass the via recta. I do no? know If 
those who advocate this railwaY have made 
a tactic.1l move in getting thr· Government 
to introdnco this railway and leaving .all 
the rest of us out of it. The hon. member 
for ~Iaryhorough wants a ~'ail,, ay in his 
electorate, the Tinana donatiOn, and I 
sincerely hope he ·will get it, because others, 
like m', self who travel to Rockha upton and 
other l'lacds ; urthor north '' oulcl b0 glad to 
W'> that deviation built, as it would mean 
we wou~d got to Rockhampton oooner by 
half an hour or an hom·. The S<•creta ry for 
Railways ,-.,~id he could got over the d iffi­
culty in this line by using rack engmes. I 
do not think the Railway Department want 
anv 1norc exneri-r11.ce with rack CIF,inc~ aft-0r 
thc;ir experie-nce on t)y, ::Ylount ::Ylorgan line. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I did not 
say that. 

Me. GR\='IT: ThP Minister knows that it 
would be a nstly proceeding to go in fol_' a 
rack engine for this line. The rack cngme 
was used on the Mount 1\Iorga'l line through 
a mistake of Mr. Stanlov 's. Mr. Stanley saw 
the rack engine used in' ~::hvitzor;and for con­
vcying tourists up the Alps, and he thought 
it would bn a splendid thing to trv it on 
tlw Mount Morgan line. But they had to 
earry thousands of tons of stuff up the Range 
near Mount Morgan, and that was an entirely 
different proposition altogether. They have 
four rack engines stationed at Moonmera. 
ready to pull engine'- up the Range, ,and ~hey 
can only carry a srn.all tonnage at a tune, 
and as thousands of tons are carrie-d up that 
range it has been a costly experience for the 
Railway Department. 

Mr. :Y1AY: That railway pays well. 

Mr. GRA::-JT: Yes; and it 'Yould have 
paid much better were it not for the raek 
engines used at i\Ioomnera. W c do not want 
to go in for a rack engine here. There is 
no doubt that the Sydney traffic will go via 
the coast in future. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Not Jor 
many years. 

Mr. GRAKT: And it will be years before 
it -will go by the via recta. The House 
desires more information about tho matter 
at the present juncture, to see if the sur­
vevm3 can find a better route. A grad" of 
1 in 33 is far too dangerous for ::t line with 
mu·ch traffic. For that and manY other 
reaoons I am going to vote for the amend­
ment. 

Mr. MAY (Flind;rs) : The via re<;ta has 
always been •tron.,-ly advocated since I have 
been in the House, but we have never had 
matters put before us in so lu<;id_ a form 
as they have b0, n by the CommissiOner for 
Railw~vs. \Ve know t<lu>t when e have 
capital· citi"> like Brisbane and Sydney, 
that thos<c living between the two capitals 
carrying on busine;s there, want the quickest 
and surest railway accommodation that they 

Mr. llfay.] 
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-can get. The people in England think a 
gr~at deal of their fast trains from London 
to Glasgow, and from London to Edinburgh, 
and, naturally, the people out he-re want 
.quick communication between Brisbane and 
Bydney. I ha\e boon in favour of the line 
-e\ er since I have been in this House; but 
;vlwn we find that the route mapped out is 
.SL!ch that we have to go 9 miles to reach a 
point 2 miL' away, as the crow flies 
rign1:uollin<;, looping thP loop, 'vith ~ 
lot o. c<uvcs and sinuositil's~~(laughtcr)-
1 think that \\e might have some informa­
tion us to whether there is not a better 

· route. It is a que ;tion whether a proper 
"urvey ,~,as n1ade. I Lave seen in foreign 
·countries, more than in Queensland, how 
s::ch deviations might be sa' ·ed. Of course, 
I Mil not an expert, but it is wmth con­
sideration. and even if we had had the eleva­
tion rna rkcd on this small 40~chain plan that 
i~ at. tched to tho Co111111issionor's report, we 
might have had a better conception of the 
route. If it were a question of building the via 
recta or lea vir.g it, I should sa.v, " Build 
~he via recta,' but tlH' Premier and the 
c\finister for Railways have told us that it is 
a line that \\ill not be proc' 'ded with for 
another twelve or fifte•on months-at. anv 
ratF not till next sc .,,ion-and the,·e i"s 
plenty of time ·before next sc ~ion dur­
mg whi~h a better ·curvcy might b~ made 
of tho route or the routH from Mun­
billa to the Rang·e or along the Bremer 
Valley, whichO\'Cr is found to be the 
l1etter. \Ye are a'ked to vote half a 
million of mowy on a project which I be­
lieve is laudable and a good project, but we 
have been nromised other railways by the 
Minister and the Premier, including some 
for our ::\' orthern districts, and they have 
not eventuated yet. '.fhcre is the line from 
Cloncurry to King's Hole, and the furtl;ter 
€xtension tv Mc,unt Cuthbert. but no more 
than the trial 'urvPv has been made yet. 
This is a line that I haw advocated for 
_years. 

::\lr. G. P. BARNES: Then vote for it. 

:Mr. MAY: I am speaking of the line from 
Clon~urr_; ; it is 42 miles to King's Hole, 
and another 36 miles or so to Mount Cuth­
bert. And these lines arA just the same as 
the Duch,,,, and Mount Elliott lines. They 
J1ave ]laid right mvay, they have paid very 
much better than anything that you have in 
the South. 

The CHAIR:Y1AN : Order ! 

::Ylr. :YL\ Y. I t ~nnot help it, Mr. Stodart. 
(Lau"hter.) lYe do not get a chance to 
,,;',oa!< on the Railway Estimates, because 
they will go through en bloc, and I thought 
that was a gond opportunity of getting in 
a word about the Mount Cuthbert line. 
(Laughter.) I do not wish to detain the 
Hous,·. I am fully in favour of the via 
recta being passed-·~ 

:Mr. G. P. B.\RNES: Then vote for it. 

::\fr. MAY: I shall not vote for it until I have 
seen fresh plans and specifications to see if 
it. cannot be done more cheaply than aecord­
.ing to the pre',ent proposal. I believe that 
~he time will come when we will not have 
to strike through the Main Range to get to 
:New South \Vales, when we should be able 
to strike through the MacPherson Range and 
ha\e a raihvay to Kyogle. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Then, the 
J\;IacPherson Range is no bar? 

p-Ir. J!!qy. 

Mr. MAY: It is a bar. You will hav<;> t<) 
go through a half-a-,mile tunnel. ·r~at !S a 
big bar, I adm_it, but tl!ese ~hmg·s wrll come 
in time, especrally as rt wrll be about 600 
miles to Sydney then m nlace of 680. I 
mentioned the route throe years ago, w soon 
as the railway was pa-ssed from Casino to 
Kyogle. but I was laughed at. I sard then 
that the line from Kyogle to Beaudesert 
&hould be taken into consideration. The trme 
is coming when a great part of the trade of 
what are known as the New England pro­
vinces will come to Brisbane, whether it is 
the trade from the coastal areas or from 
farther inland, such as from the districts 
near Inverell. Under the present crrcum­
stancc•, I prefer to give a little more time 
for the consideration of the proposal before 
the House, and therefore I shall vote for the 
a1nendrncnt 

Mr. MORGA;\; (Jfuril/a): As this is a pro­
position which affects a very important po_r­
tion of mv electorate, I feel that I must m 
dut: boun'd give some reasons why it should 
be accepted. 

Jllfr. RYAX. The amendment rs before the 
House. 

::\Ir. XOHG \:\": I undcrbtand that practi­
~~:dlv 11 10 dis~ u~·~ion of b,:,th the a1:nendnwnt 
and. the propoml is taking place on on~ of 
then1 to san:- tirne ,,_. ,., rnuch as pos~rblc. 
Thr.r;, i~ no doubt that Q.ueen;land, as a 
btato, has gain~d con·cidel:ab:y_ b;\ tho. con­
>tr:.Jct.ion of the lmc from \\ annck to Drrran­
b::,ndi which has been the means of bringing 
into Qw'enshnd a p'eat quantity of wool 
and stock whi< h vreYiously to the construc­
tio,l of that liw· had been going to New 
South \Yale,. In order to connteract the 
lo.ss of that trade, New South \Valeo has 
recentlY built a line from ::\Loree to Jl;iun­
gindi, and that will be opened in the cours0 
of a few weeks I under,tand. That has 
boPn done to reg~in tn.de. from that portion 
of N "" South \Vales, and aLo to try to 
captt,re c,J· rccaniure trade from Queensland 
that used to go- to Kcw _South Wa~e.s before 
the border line- waR bmlt. This vra recta 
moans shortening the dietanco to Brisbane 
for that trade bv 57 miles. At the pre,ent 
time the railwa,: mileage from Brisbane to 
Dirranbandi iR '425 miles. If the via recta 
is constructed that distance will be lessened 
bv 57 miles thus reducing- it to 368 mrles. 

· Kotwithstanding that the New 
[10 p.m.] South Wales Go~ernment have 

construct"'d a railwa1 from :Moreu 
to Mun~rindi tho distance from JYlungindi 
b Svdnev is' 487 milh, and if the via recta 
is built i:.I ungindi "ill be 119 mile, . nearer 
Brisbane than Svdnev. It may be sard that 
if wool or wheat is kept a da:J· or half a day 
longer· nn the milway it will not _suffer, 
but a saving in drstance as far as carrragb rs 
concF">rnod means a great advantage in con­
r,cctiun with fruit, ·butter, and live stoc_k. 
lt is a recognised fact that the less dis­
tance Jiv;, stock, such as cattle and sheep, 
have to Layel b, th" rail the L2tter it is for 
those animals, 'and th'1t tlwy arriYu ll• .a 
much better condition than they would clo rf 
thev had 57 miles further to travel. We are 
lca'.:ing one of _the l>:'·gcst. me~tworks !11 
\ustrc,Jia P''-tablrshcd m Bnsb,.:Jo, nnd m 

order to kt,m t,hos~" work: going- it will be 
nN;(·,"sar\ h, -brtn~ stock into Dri:;;bano fru:rn 
places ":here stock has not b:en brough_t fr?m 
fll'Cviouslv. The constructron of thl' hn6 
will hav~ the effect of bringing stock here 
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from portions of New South \Vales as well 
as from places on the Queensland side of the 
bordPr. lt will also be a benefit to thosu 
engaged in the butter and fruit industries. 
There ls a nronosition on foot no,,. to 
t'etablish a butte~ factory at Goondiwind1, 
and it "\Yii1 OYPntu,'lly becon1e an accorn~ 
pl i"hcd fact. Goondiwindi is a long distance 
west of Brisbane, and as tho success of » 
butter factory depends upon the export trade 
1hn quickc:· the butter is brought to Bris­
bane and nlacccl in the shin's hold or in cold 
>torage the hetter. This remark also applies 

· t<J fruit. The Stanthorpe district is recog­
nised a 'J ono of thf' fineRt fruit-~ro\ving dis~ 
b·icts in Queensland, and if th? fruit grown 
thoro can be landed in Brisbane two hours 
sooner than it is at the nrosont time it will 
ani\ e in much better condition than it docs 
now, a'ld both .,.rowers and consumers will 
benefit. . It has been statf'd that a considerable 
arnount of 1noney has already beon spent in 
duplicating the line b0hveon Brisbane and 
'l'oowoomba. As a YC•·ult of that there has 
been an ..tltcration in th~ time tabk, which 
bas reduced the time between Bri,bane and 
Tooy;_ oomb<J b~ near]: an hour. 0-:.'dng to 
the conFtruction of numerous lines off thn 
Southern and \Vestcrn line, such as the Dalby­
Tar:l, R,i[way, tho Dalbc--Be:l Raih,ay, :md 
Inan:T other rail wa:vs, an in~._~rcas.ing quantity 
of livo sto"'< and nrodu.:r' from the \Vest is 
brought over the l;Htin line; and I am satis­
fied that in a few '· enrs the whole of thB line 
which is now being dunlicat0el will b0 needed 
to earn the nroduc hom the ·-oil between 
Too1\"00.,ulu a cl c:unlC'Yille and Cunna~ 
Lnlla. \Yith n·;.'ard to th~· nronosal to 
d<day thie matt~r; it is quite tr-u<; -that the 
C'ommi,·ioncr's re-•ort is not favourable to 
the construction ot tho .-ia recta, but, as has 
ah·cad~- ber•n stated, it ie th<' dut.v of me n­
ber of this Committe;- not to consid<'!' the 
matter from a pw ely financial point of view. 
R.eports of the Commissionn for Railways 
have been turned down in the past, and in 
"Om<' insLmces it ha e been iustifiable to take 
no notice of his r.onort. I~ ccrtainlv ad1nire 
::\Ir. Ev:.ms for the renort he has sent in 
with re~ard tu this particular railway, pro· 
vidcd that it is a conscientious report, as 
no doubt it is, because thPro hns been a gr1~.1t 
amount of agitatior, in favour uf the line. 
and the Government are pledged to it. I 
do not blame the Commissioner in anv shane 
ot· form, but I do not think that th-e Corn­
mittee should be altogether guided by his 
rc·port. Tlus mart·•r has been before tho 
country for twenk-five or thirty :roars, and 
the railwav will have to be constructed some 
clay or another. After repeatPd surveys, the 
proposal has been placed before this Com· 
mittec. I do nvt sav that a better route 
ctmnot be discovered · but I do know that 
~ndeavours have bcon made to discover a 
better route, and they have not succeeded 
If there were two wutcs before the Com­
mittee I would support the one which I 
thought wac tho must economical and which 
,,·auld give the most satisfaction. But there 
is one route before us, and as I have pl<'dgcd 
m:P·elf to "· portion of my electors to sup­
port an)' proposition brought down by tho 
GoYernnlent as far as the via recta :is con­
cerned, I should be failing in my duty if I 
did not vat' agai;,,t the amendn:E'nt. 

Mr. TROTT'!' (Eno{Jgua): If I ,w;·o to 
study my own feelings in this matter I 
would vote against tho amendment <1nd for 
the via recta r.tilway, but I am not here to 
stud•, my feelingF I am here to <:onsider this 

as a business proposition, and as a bu~ine3S 
proposition I am not prepared to p1t IJ?-Y 
judgment against the report of the Commis­
sioner for Railways. I consider the report 
of the Commissioner for Railwavs is om• of 
the most condemnatory reports that it. woc:ld 
be po,,iblB for a Commissioner to brmg m. 
Again, there are numbers of places where 
railways arc required more than thB rmlw~y 
now before the Committe.,. It has been sa1d 
that this rail"""' ha" been talked of for "' 
numbpr of vears. It has been talked of by 
a number of persons for the .last week .or so, 
and, <1lthough it may be sa1d that Bnsbane 
is strongly in favour of the v1a recta, lPt 
me say at once that I have not eo.nc m con­
tact ":ith one person in Brishan~, cinco the 
Commir,sioner's report ·was pub!1shed, \Vho 
did not sav that this was a big underbking. 
" It is an" undertak:in a- that is going to cost 
half a. million of mon~v, and on the :ace of 
the Comini.;'3ioner's report, I do not seD ho\v 
the GovernmPnt are going to u1~·ry it '' nor 
do those persons consider that 1t would ~e 
wise· under pre~ent circurnstances to '-'arry It. 

::Ylr. G. P. BAR:-<EC: 'l'hP• did not look at 
it all round. 

:\h. TROD'!': I am only stating matters as 
l find then1. So far a.;' tlL~ Com1nis,,ioner's 
rP. 'Ort ;-: conc,,rnod, I consider that it is 
pc.·ie< th· "'i ,interested, that he ha'. no object 
in view' other than puttini;' the ''" ts before 
the eountrv und :in f.acf' o: those ~.at..ts I can­
not see ho\,: any pcrcon can votP for the Yia 
Hecta Railway. I haVe said tl1.·t 1t 1: gomg 
to cost £500,010. That is a fai1· -.truotmt of 
rnone\ for this Conunitt"•e to conun:it itself 
to. ft rnaY be ~'lid L1at vve are not going 
to build it 'strai<rhtaway. I am one of tho-se 
\vho do not belicvP :in pa,~inp.- .any rail·way 
unless I can so,- there is a farr prospect of 
that railway being built. I think, in ~he 
1 '<1st, there has been too ~nuch ajJpeasing 
certain districts and certam me nbors by 
prornrsrng rail v; nys that ha Yf'- never been 
completed. Tt is not good buJincss. It is 
not sound busin~"'s; and, talnn,g rnt.o con­
sideration th<> fact that the who1e of thf" 
money for railway pucposos ha' been e~r­
marked, and that . we cannot expect to bml d 
any furthBr raih; ''Y" until we gBt .a furthm­
loan, I would like to ask whether thls amount 
of money is going to dAbar other p:acos fror_n 
getting railways that LhPy would get 1f 
this railway is not passed? How much 
mone\ do we expect tc> he able> to br,rrow 
in th~ futuro? Do WP exped to he able to 
borrow sufficient money for this and to carry 
on all other railways that are r<:quired at the 
same time? I qtH·,tion it YBI':V much. ~H 
any rate. I take the responsibility of yoting 
in favour of the amendmont, and If the 
amendment is not carried I cc"tainh must 
vote against the Via Recta Railway. 

:Mr. G P. BAR::'>!ES: With r<'f;ard to the 
remarks of hon. members who have spokrn, 
I believe t~t if they submitted. a matter .of 
grave bueiness concern to an officer of theus 
nnd received such a sham report, such a 
bare, thin report as this, in connection .with 
so gr('at a mattPr, the..,~ would return It at 
onc:J to him or dispense with his service~. 

;'.lr. O'SrLLI'lCAN: It IS a very honest 
report. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: An hone-t report 
would have df·:tlt with the matter through 

Mr. 0. P. Barnes.] 
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an'd through. He should have> looked at it 
through and through and considered every 
pob·:ible question thut had to do with this 
great matter. 

Mr. HYAS: You are not helping :;our case 
not"\'". 

:Hr. G. P: BARNES: I want to appeal to 
this Comnuttee as a Committee of buoiness 
men and also to thr>ir patriotis111. This is 
not an ordinary mHtter. There is no oth:er 
line in QuP nsland that c<lll <'Ompare to this. 
You mi,ht have other lines of raihLiVS that 
will w~it, but thic is the one and only 
.stratcg11' rml\vay In Queensland. It is run­
ning along our Lurder, and we find that New 
South vYaJe .. arc putting up five line, to that 
border ·.vhi.:h will .draw our trade as woll 
a. their own wherever tlwy <'an got hold 
of It, and here we h'1\'e not the pluck and 
we have not the bu.;;ines~ acu1nen to go out 
and seize \Vhat really belongs to us. Heally 
I am surpri · ·d at the attitude of hon. mem~ 
hers, cope< :ally of so:nc o.f the bu:.jnees men 
of Bris!·.1nc v.ho will benefit to a greater 
extent t11an an: one else, and theY should 
give this project their full sup .JOrt. 

Mr. RYAN: It ic nniortunate that you 
"hould accuse tho Commissioner of dis­
honesty. 

Mr. G. P. BAR::\'"ES: I did not do so. 
l\lr. HYAX: 

gave. 
That is the impreesion you 

Mr. G. P. BARKE:'\: If I did that I 
.am Gxtr<-'Incly sorry. I say the Coin missioner 
has not dealt ''' ith tho matter in a full and 
thorough way. The whole of what the Com­
missioner savs in re~;ard to this project, ex­
cept when he condemns it, is this-

" It is highly probable that bv shorten­
ing the di·-tance to Brisbane fo-r stations 
on the south-western border of the State 
traffic which now goes to Now South 
Wales, and which hom its geographical 
po~ition rightly belongs to the port of 
Bnsbanc, may be secured to the Queens­
land railways, but it i- not possible to 
estimat-e what such traffic will amount 
to, as there is no certainh· of its being 
diverted from its present channel." 

Compare a statement like that with tho 
statement made by .Mr. Thallon som-" years 
ago when he invited and urged the inhabi­
tants of Queensland, if they wanted that 
~rade, to hurry out and get it, and he placed 
It bcfoF• the country a, the \"cry highest 
prize they could ha1e. On tho 30th June, 
1911, I eaid--

Tho CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon. mem­
ber is not ·')caking to the amendment. The 
hon. member has not alluded L> the amend­
mont in any ·-ha;Je or form. 

:Yir. G. P. BAR::\'"ES: I am speaking to 
the amendment, and m:- argument is that it 
1s mamfestly unhir and unbusinr· slike to. 
introduce an ,amendment of this n.;ture that 
is going to sLy our one great stra,egi~ line 
and delay its construction and thereby 
cau,e lo,s of tn<fe to the Railwo_,. Depart­
ment and loss of business to Queensland: A 
great deal has been said about the duplica­
tion of the line to Toowoomba. That has 
been placed ueforc the Com·nittoe as an 
argument against the via recta, and it 'vas 
undc:.·stood at that particular time that that 
exp0nditure would in no way interfere with. 

fM •. G. l'. Barnes. 

the rights the border line and the south­
west had to direct railway construction. I 
wrote to :Yir. Thallon, and I received the 
following reply from Mr. Steer, in a letter 
dated 30th September, 1909:-

" He (the Commissioner) is confident 
that in the nnu futurr a direct line from 
Brisbane to \Varwick must be adopted 
to accommodate the traffic to and from 
South-western Queensland. '.rhe policy 
of securing the South-western traffic is, 
in Mr. Thallon', opinion, vital to the 
commf'rco and port trade of Queensland . 
The duplication of the line (Ipsc,yich­
Hclidon) nggcsted in the annual report 
''·ill not conflict with the necessity of 
future dc.velopment in this respect." 

I also addrt'cd a telegram to the then Pre­
mier, and I received the following wire from 
him:-

" This is a Sf .tte matter as well as a 
local matter. SucC<''S to our extension 
we'•t of Goondiwindi depends largely on 
it." 

He explained to me several times afterwards 
that, when more urgent work was com­
plrtod, attention would be directed to this 
line. The hon. member for N anango referred 
to the Commissioner's Dstimate of the cost 
of reconstructing the line from Ipswich to 
Munbilla, and said that the amount men· 
tioned br the Commissioner would build the 
Hosevale line. Mr. Evans say,< £100,000 is 
his €stimate of the cost of that work, but it 
is doubtful whether it would cost that much. 
Mr. Stanley's estimate of the cost of the 
section behveen Warwick and Maryvale was 
£4.500 per mile. The actual cost of con­
'tructing that srdion two years ago-not­
withstanding tho increased cost of labour, 
and notwithstanding the considerable wash­
awavs and other things that took place­
was "£4,549 per mile. On that score I prefer 
to acc<·pt the c-<timate of Mr. Stanley, made 
twenty-eight years ago, that the cost of r&· 

constructing thP line from Munbilla to Ips­
wich would be £57,500 us against the round 
figures thrown down by the present Commis­
swnel·. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: And for 
which ftgures he is dependent on the Chief 
I~ngineer. Don't forget that. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: When Mr. Stanley's 
et:~tiJnate carne out correct in the one case, 
I think I am fairl.) justified in accepting his 
estimate in the other case. I hope the good 
sen.e of the Committee will lead them to 
vote against the amendment. This is no 
p.1rocPial or local matter. Apparently there 
arc ,;orne hon. members who >vill not vote 
for this railwa' because they are not fretting 
tho railways thev want. Are we gomg to 
commence playing that game-" You vote for 
my railway, and I'll vote for yours?" 

:Y1r. RYAN: That is unfair. 

1\!r. G. P. BAR='iES : I am gla-d to say 
that this project stands on quite a different 
footing to others, and is essentially a pro­
posal to build a line having in view the 
highest in tore -ts of the peopk of Queens­
land. 

Mr.· WELSBY (!:lerthyr): After hnring 
the oration and the peroration of the hon. 
member for \Yarwick this afternoon, in which 
he ·;;>oke of the consequences to the 
city of Brisbane if this railway was not 
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passed. and after hearing the speech he has 
just delivered, I could not help thinking how 
hard the hon. mernb w fought for a certain 
Bill which I and a few friends \\ere light­
ing against. He said that that Bill was 
purely a Bill which concerned the city of 
Brisbane, and now he says that this railv. ay 
concerns the city of Brisbane, and is not 
purely a \V ar.rick matter. Sometimes men 
<Jmploy men and trust them t0 give faithful 
eervice in return for a guarantee of employ­
mont and a high salary. As was remarked 
l>y tho han. m~mbcr for K anang·o, recently 
the ConuniFsio,nor for Raihvays \•las re.J.p­
pointecl for a further texm of two j ears, 
and. non bcmu'' he has.n,.1dc a report about 
this line, he is turn<:cl down by the hon. 
member for \Varwick. At the conclusion of 
his report, the Commi.,ioner states-

" Looking at tho matter from a railway 
ctanclpoint only, I do not consider th&t 
the time has arrived when such an im­
mense sum should be ex).Jended in con­
structing a line to compete with the one 
already in existence.'' 

Mr. G. P. BARNEb: His predecessor wrote 
very differ mtly to that. 

Mr. \VELSBY: Times have altPred in the 
last five year'. \Ve are now asked to vote for 
a line which the Commissioner estimates will 
eost ·£424,000; but then he puts another 
£100,000 on to that, and another £10,000 on 
to that, and he uses the word " approxi­
mate." I feel sure that the line will cost 
more like £600.000. Tho Premier spoke 
about a g,1arantoe, but how is this guarantee 
to be catried out? If we spend £600,000 in 
building a line for the good of the city of 
Brisban<>. we want a certain rr·turn from it, 
and I, like other hon. members, cannot sec 
that this liM, ;vhich is like a clog's hind leg, 
is going to open up country. '\\' e want to 
build lines to open up agricultural country. 
Unfortunately, the hon. member for Forti­
tude Vallev and I have no grievances, or I 
might talk. a great deal more than I do; but 
here we are .-csked to spend £600,000 in build­
ing a line which will save pasengers to and 
from Sydney 1~ hour. That is a serious ex­
penditure to undertake. I appreciate the 
position of the hon. member for \Y arwick ; 
but, if this railway has been before the 
country all the time, and there is still such 
a difference of opinion about it, I think we 
should pause before we pro.eeed any further. 
\Vo are on tho eve of 1915. when we have to 
find several millions, and are we justified 
IT• going to Lon-lon and borrowing £600.000 
or £700,000 for a line tha• is not required? 
I have no axe to grind. If you want to 
shorten the distance between Svdnev and 
Brisbane, why not go down by Beaudesert? 
Fares and freight• mav Le cheapened by the 
construction of that line hut. then. as the 
Commissioner says. immediately that" is done, 
the ppople ~long the pre•ent line will "ant a 
reduction in their fares and freights. After 
all, as to the guarantee of 3 per cent., will 
3 per cent. pay th" Government for the loss 
then• ma'l" bo on the construction of the rail­
"'ay? I. do not think <o. I would much 
prefer to spend £600.000 in opening up agri­
cultural countr'\". I am in favour of the 
amendment, and against the Bill itself. 

~lr. GILLIES (Eaeharn): \Yhen the pro­
posal originated from this side of the House 
"Ome time ago for the establishment of a 

public works standing committee to inquire 
into all r<tilway proposal:,, mem­

[10.30 p.m.] hers on the Ministerial side 
pointed out that WD had an effi­

cient and rcq)Onsible Cornrnissioner~a rnan 
who had risen from the rank' ~and that 
thm·e was no need for members of Parlia­
m8nt. without any p1·actical lmowledge, to ir,. 
quire into railway proposals. The Commis­
sioner possessed th~ confidence of the Go­
vernment. The \'omrnissioncr now rnakes his 
report, and becausn it is not altogether in 
accordance \Yith the prornises they ruade to 
the electors, they tell us that the report 
should be lightly brushed aside. I should like 
to know where tho consistency comes jn. 
The hon. men.bor for Murilla said that he 
hac! the greatest admitalion for the Com­
mip-.ioner, and gave him ercdit for the 
courage of his opinions, but wh'n tho'<l 
cpjnions can1o into conflict \rith Lhe t'ro­
mises the hon. member had made to tbe elec· 
tors, the report should be Ii.,htly brushed 
ao,ide. The Minister told us this afternoon-­
and we were told the same thing wh'>n th,• 
\Vee Macgregor. and Mount ~lulligan line 
went through-that the passing of this pro­
posal was going to have no eff ·et on the 
completion of the agricultural Iinu already 
passed by P.arliament. \Yhcn the Premier 
was speaking on the \Vee :Macgregor line, I 
interjected, and asked if the passing of the 
line would have any effect on the two agri­
cultural lines in my electorate, and he re­
plied that my cwn common sense shonld .tell 
me that it would have no effect .at all. S1nce 
then the Premier has promised the people 
at Cedar Creek that the line would be 
completed this year. To show the effect 
the Mount Mulligan line had upon those 
agdcultural lines, I want to tell the Com­
mittee that though the people had been 
promised .by the Premier that the line would 
be carried out during the present year, . I 
have repeatedly called upon the Commis­
sioner for Railways to got a surveyor for 
that line, but was told that they could not 
do it until the Mount Mulligan line was 
completed. \Ve have the same statement 
from the Minister fo:r: Railways-that the 
passing of this line will have no effect on 
the six agricultural lines that have been 
passed by Parliament. 

::'.1r. RYAN: That is because they do CF•t 
intend to go on with them. 

Mr. GILLIES: Possibly that is true. I 
am quite con'l"inced that the selectors in my 
district are fast losing heart, n.nd losing con­
fidence in the repeated promises of the Go­
vernn1ent. Dealing with the question of re­
sumption, I notice that the Commissiont'l" 
sac;s in reference to this line-

" Resu>ll•?Jtion of Land.-I do not con­
sider that the resumption of land will bu 
a ery expensive item, as a great deal of 
it is of poor quality, and there is also a 
considerable area of Crown Janel at pre­
sent set apart as timber reserves for rail­
way purposes." 

Speaking of the particular lines I am con­
cerned in, every inch of the land there is of 
the best qualitv, and all Cro••·n land. The 
men along th~ route of these lines are 
selectors who are paying--

The CHAIR.MAN : Order ! The hon. mem­
ber is not speaking to the amendment. 

Mr. Gillies.] 
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Mr. GILLIES: I am showing good reasons 
why the amendment should be carried. 

The CHAIRMAN: I do not think so. 

Mr. GILLIES: If I am not, I will ''dvc 
to bow to your ruling, but I was pointin!<; 
out that there is no sense iu passing a lino 
like this, unless the Government intend to 
go on with the construction. If they do go 
on with its construction they are breaking 

. faith with the selectors in my district. It is 
nearly two years since Parliament pab<cd 
those lines, and the selector;, are paying 
large prices for the land. There are nearly 
yoo selectors, and their fate is wrapped up 
m the construction of thec,J two linec. and I 
say that they have been turned down by tho 
Government. \Ve are told that this Govern­
ment is the friend of the f armors, and I 
want to see some evidence of that by their 
sincerity in carrying out the construction of 
"gricultural lines. I would like to read somo 
extraots from letters from selectors in mv 
district, but I pmsume I shall not he in 
order in doing so, pointing out that the 
Government have neglected· to carry out 
their promise, which neglect is criminal. 
They have come from the other States and 
England, and have tak0n up land--

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 

Mr. GILLIES: I will bow to your ruling, 
but I was very anxious to get this in. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The settl,•r, 
in the g"'nant, e have not paid their lia­
bility. 

Mr. GILLIES: If the Minister had carried 
out his promise, the line would have paid, 
but he stopped the line before it came to tl10 
best land, and as a natural comequence the 
part that is built has not paid. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I am re­
minding you of your respon,ibility. 

Mr. GILLIES: I would like to knDw 
whether the guarantors in the Jilary,ale di3-
trict have toed the mark and paid their 
guarantee. The :Minister is anxious to take 
the last penny out of men whD have paid 
fancy prices for land in my district. Very 
good reasDns have been offered why tho 
amendment should be carried. If wt· are nDt 
going to listen to the report of tho Commis· 
siDner for Railways, what are we going tr, 
do? Are we going to discharge him? An' 
we gDing to let the Minister tell us whru 
lines are to be built without lietening to th<J 
report of his responsible Dfficer? Members 
who are advocating this line and who say 
that the Commissioner's report should be 
lightly brushed aside, are a,,sociated with a 
Government which reappointed the Com· 
missiDner for a further term of two years. 
If they are going to be consistent-if they 
>ay this report is not worth the paper it is 
written on-then I nresume thev will take 
come steps tD discharge ::Yir. Eva'ns. I have 
every confidence in .Mr. Evans, and th0 re­
port reflects the greatest creclit upDn him. 
He knows it will not be popular "ith th~e 
J\finister and a number Df his supporters. 
I think the Com:nitte~ will he guided by 
the rcpo:t:t, and \Vill carry the- aft1cndment. 

Mr. AIJ~\.YL30::\ (Rocklwmpton) I >'"ould 
lik0 to havP a few words, but w~!l not detain 
the Com,nittee very hm~;. I am exceedingly 

fMr. Gzlhes. 

reluctant to sa v anvthing against the pro­
posal before th'e Honse. On diff0rent occa­
sions I have promised (o support the via 
recta railway, and, personally, I bolieve it 
is a raihvay that must coin~, at qny rate, 
within a few vears. But after th1s report 
b,- the Commissioner which ha' boen laid 
ort the table> of the House I am forced to, 
en " Halt : " Y\'hile I would like so much 
to' fulfil my promise to some friends in the 
Fassifern dist1 ict, I feel that to do so vrould 
be altogetht!r unfair to other parts of the 
Sta to. I rrecog11is•' that at the present time 
therC' arc a nu.nlwr of very in1portant rail­
'' ays hung up. ~\.lthough tho· .Mini.ster for 
Ruilwa· '· told me that thoro are some rml­
>vave ir1 the Rockhitrnnton district v:hich 
wei·c to be pnshed on, they are still hang· 
ing fire. There are fewer men workmg 
on the~e railwavs th 1n I wa:'l led to bclH""' e 
by t'{c rcf!ort ·which 1 ret'ciwd from the 
Raihvav Dmnrtment. Thee :'\orth Coast 
R:tilway froni Rockhampton is hung up, the 
Da>non Vallee· Raiiwa; is hung up, tho 
line b<'twcon Blaclc11l and \Vindorah 1s, 
prce'ctically hung up--

The '-,E''R~TARY FOR RAILWAYS: Those state­
lL"'nts nro absolutely incorrect. 

::'Ir. AD.\:11SOX: You said thct you were 
goinf;' on >vith the line fto:n Y~a, tba tc> S!, 
I_jawrcrce, but you are not going on w1th 1t 
at all. 

The SEC'<ETAl;f FOR RAILWAY": You know 
it was necr' arv to cnmpleto the Alligator 
Creek Bridq-c first. 

J\1r ADAMSON: I want to be fair to 
other parts of the State, and that is wh,· I 
sa v that we should look this question fa1rly 
in' the face. This proposal is to spend 
£60),000 on this particular section. \Vb'n 
I reme:nber the other lines that are hung 
np: when I remembE'r that the \Vinton-Long­
,., ach line has been rf:'commcnded as one of 
the most imnortant lines to be constructed, 
and that it is. not introduced; when I remem­
ber how difficult it is to get monev-the Trea­
surer has told us over and over' again that 
hL' could not get the money to push on the,,e 
things-when I remember that we have­
£11,000,000 of loan mom•y falling due in 
1915, even though I want to be fair to ~he­
people living in tho South->cr,stern d1stnct, 
out bv Dirranbandi, and whilst 1 want to 
help the people in that portion of. tho State, 
still I feel that if I voted for th1s proposal 
at the present time I wDuld be doing a 
wrong thing. I am thmefore going to sup· 
port the amendment. · 

Question--That the words proposed 
o1nittc'd (Jlr. Stet'( as's amendm,"'nt) 

part of the quc,,tion-put; and the 

mitt eo divided:-

Mr. Appel 
, Barnes, G. P. 

Barnes, \V. H. 
Tie II 
Bertram 
Blair 
Bowman 
C1.in0 
Crawford 

, Cribb 
D('nham 

, Ilong]ad 

}fr. Grayson 
.. Gun~n 

Ke;•'''--'11 
Land 

, Macartney 
M~lckintosh.. 

, Aiorg"n 
., ragrt 

PC'trie 
Tolmie 
White 

Tellers: Mr. Cn.inc and Mr. Morgan_ 

to be 
stand 

Com-
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NoEs, 39. 
Mr. Adamson 

, Barber 
Bebbington 
Bouchard 
Bridges 
Corser, B. H. 
Corsrr, E. B. C. 
Coyne 
Fihelly 
Foley 
Forsyth 
Gilday 
Gillies 
Grant 
Hamilton 
Hardacre 
Hedge 
Huxham 
Kirwan 
Larcom be 

}fr. Lennon 
Luke 

, Mackay 
, May 
, Murphy 
" o·:-;univan 
, Payne 
, Philp 
, Hankin 
, Roberts 
, Ryan 
, Stevens 
, Swayne 
, Theodore 
, 'frout 

Walker 
, Weloby 

lnlliams 
, Winctanlc•y 

'Peller8: Mr. :Mackay and Mr. Stevens. 

PAIRS. 

j_ycs~Mr. Allan and Mr. ~omet'!ct. 
Noes-3fr. -:\fcCormaC'lr and Mr. Hmiter. 

He,-uh ed in the- negatiYe. 

.\ blank having been created, 

The ('HAIRMAN: The question is that 
the word, proposed to be inserted be so 
im n·ted. 

::VIr. RYA:'-1: I rise to say a few words at 
this stage, not w much on the insertion of the 
particular words as to expro3s the hope that 
the . GoYernment 1\ ill pee the necessity of 
havmg some better system of bringing in· 
formation before this Committee than ha' 
been adopted in tho past. I believe that the 
proposal was absolutely endangered by the 
fact that the only expert evidence we had 
was the report of the Commissioner for Rail. 
ways, .and we had members getting up in 
Committee and speaking against it. The 
people who w0re supporting the proposal had 
only themselves to blame for not having 
some proper system of inquiry by which to 
hll;ve information brought before the Com­
nuttee, so that we may decide wisely for 
Queensland. Not long ago we passed the 
Great \Vostern Railwav Bill, and we had 
shortly afterwards to introduce a measure 
that was referred to in Committee, to have 
the route altered. Here we have this pro· 
posal postponed to-night on account of the 
same thing. I hope that the Government will 
take steps in the near future to prevent this 
sort of thing happening again. 

Question--That the words proposed to be 
insert<ed (Mr. Stevens's amendment) be so in­
serted-put; and the Committee divided:-

Mr. Adamson 
, Barber 

Bebbington 
Bouchard 
Bridges 
Corser, B. H. 
Corser, E. B. C. 
Coyne 
Fihelly 
Foley 
Forsyth 
Gilday 
Gillies 
Grant. 
Hamilton 
Hardacre 
Hodge 
Huxhnm 
Kirwan 
Larcom be 

AYES, 39. 
Mr. Lennon 
, Luke 

Mackay 
Mav 
}Iurphy 
0' oullivan 
PaYne 
Philp 
Hankin 
Hoberts 
Hvan 
strvens 
~wayne 
Theodore 
Tnntt 
Walker 
1,\...-\•l ·Jy 
\Yilliams 
1\'instanley 

Tellers: Mr. Kirwan and Mr, Williams. 

1913-7 X 

lfr. Appel 
Barnes, G. P. 
Barnes, \V. H. 
Bell 
Bertram 
Blair 
Bowman 
Caine 
Crawford 
Cribb 
Denham 
Douglas 

NoEs, 23. 

Mr. Grayson 
Gunn 
Kessell 
Land 
Macartnf'y 
~fuckintosh 
Morgan 
Paget 
Petne 
Tolmie 
White 

Tellers: Mr. Bell and :Mr. Bertram, 

PA!ltS. 

.Ayes-:J.:[r. }fcOormack and .:Mr. Hunter. 
Xot-s-Mr. i\llan and :Mr. ~omersct. 

Rewlvecl in the affirmative. 
Mr. RY A~: I ,sec now that the sense of 

the Committee Feems to be in favour of this 
amendment with a view to getting the neces· 
sarv information placed before it. I should 
lik<.i to have some statement from the Minister 
a:, to what ·his intentions are "ith regard to 
;~·etting that information. Of C01J.l'Se, vve 
know that the explanation of the Chief Sec­
retarv was that thNe was no intention of 
going on with the line for twelve months at 
]past. I should like to have some statement 
of that sort., bcc~use I know that persons in­
terested in the matter wish for something of 
the sort on an occasion such as this. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\YAYS: 
'l'hp hon. tho leader of the Opposition ex­
hibits quite a l;mdable curiosity. 

::\1r. RYAN: Don't get annoyed, no". 

Tho SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I am not annoyed in the slightest. All I 
desire to say is that the investigations that 
have bePn proceeding for the past two ~ears 
by the officers oi th< department will be pro­
ceeded with in accordance with the wishes of 
the House. 

HONOURABLE MnlBERS: Hear, heo.r ! 
::Ylr. BERTRAM (Marcr): In expressing 

mv regret at the result of the division, I want 
to' S'1Y that I am satisfied that, so far as the 
Government is concerned, this railW'\Y busi­
ness is all fireworks. 

HoNOUI\c\BLE ME:UBERS: _No, no! 

Mr. BERTRAM: When I find hon. mem· 
bers such as the han. member for Nundah, 
one of the Government " whips," voting 
against t,he Government, I am ,eatisfied that the 
whole thing is fireworks, and there was no 
sincerity in it. (DisFent.1 

HoNOURABLE ME:UBERS: Konsense! 

Tho PRE::\HER: I must protest against 
such a f!ross allegation. 

HONOURABLE ME11BERS: Hear, hear ! 

The PRKMIER : There never was a mo­
tion brought before the House with more 
sincerity than this. 

HONOC"RABLE 11EThlBEll~: Hear, h<·.~r ! 
The PREMIER: And my impression is 

that the motion has been defeated largely 
because it stood alone this session as the 
uno railway proposal. 

l\h·. RYn.N: That is not· giving much cr< .]it 
to rneinbers, you know., 

The PRE:\HER: I know quite well the 
motive which has actuated membe.rs in voting 
against the proposal. Members who are dis­
appointed at not getting railways in their 

Han. D. F. Denham.] 
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own particular districts have said that they 
could not support the via recta. 
~Ir. RYAN: Bad g.;neralship on your part. 

f'he PREMIER: It may be bad genoral­
slnp, and m anv case the motion has been 
long delayed. However, " It's no US<' crying 
over spilt milk," The motion that further 

im·e.ocigation should proceed has 
fll p.m.] been nrried, and those of us who 

believe in the via recta will have 
those inv( ,tigati me carried out in the hope 
that one day we shall see the conotruction 
of the line con;,.m,matr•d. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hoar ! 

:\h. BERTRAJ\1: ~otwithstrnding ·wh~t 
the Premier has said, I am still of tho 
opinion I -lXpressv ~ a fo,v 1ninut{_'_, ago, that 
if tho Govern. •1ont were absolutely sincere in 
this mat+ or they \\ ould have seen that their 
follo•_;·ers voted with thc•n. 

Go, ERN:\IENT 'IIE}!BERS: Nonsense! and 
other expressions o, dissent. 

Mr. BERTRAM: I am Pxpressing m:c 
opinion. \Yhen it \vas a question of raising 
the salary oi an L' ndor Seuetar ,· by £100 
we know tha+ there wus a lot of dissatisfac­
tion on the oth0 r side, and--

Thp CIIAIRMA;\1: Order! Tlw hon. mem­
ber is not in order. 

Mr. BERTRAM: I only want to say that, 
had the GO\ ernment been absolutely sincere, 
I am satisfied from past experience that they 
v,ould have seen that their followers sup­
ported them in this matter. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The han. mem­
ber has already said that three or four time;,, 

::VIr. BERTRA::Vl: i::lurelY I am in order 
in pointing out that in my opinion the Go­
vernrnent .are not sincere in thi"J matter. I 
vvas giving rcac;:ons for 1ny conviction that 
had the Government been desirous of passing 
this matter through the House, they would 
have seen that their follower·, supported the 
nwtion. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : YOU have 
told us tha-t about six times already. 

Mr. BERTRAM: I remember the opinion 
exprc"ed br the Premier when a deputation 
fro.c1 tho Railwa:-· Bridge League w:tit-ed 
upon him. The hon. gentleman said that if it 
resolved itself into a question of spending 
£200,000 on a bridge acrosR the river to con­
nect ?\orth and South Brisbane or spending 
that money in helping the agricultural dis­
trict"--

::vir. BOUCHARD.(South Brisbanr\: I riee 
to a point o~ order. Is the hon. member in 
order in addres~ing the Com.nittee in the 
maPnPr in vvhich he is now doing? 

Mr. BERTR\M: I shall onlv be a moment. 
The Premier answered that deputation that 
if it rcsolnd itself into a que,tion of spend­
ing £200,001) on a railwa;;- bridge across tlw 
river or spending it in o,Jening up agricul­
tural diBtricts he ·,•·ould have no hesitation 
in spPnding the lll'fLPY in Ollening up agri­
cultural district3. Yet, here is - a proposal 
involving tho expenditure of £600,000, and 
sup;•ort~rs of the Government hav€ voted 
against it. I .tm satisfied that had the Go­
VE'rnrn2nt hEf1ll desirous of putting this matter 
through, it would -ha.-e gone through i:o· 
nig·ht. 

HoN. R. PHILP: As a supporter of the 
Government I deny the acsertion made by the 
hon. mem: c1~ for M.:trF-e. 

GOVERNMENT MElliBERS: He-ar, hear! 

[lion. D. F. Denham. 

Hox. R. PHILP: The hon. me:nber dons 
not know much about the forms and practice 
of the House. Raib:ays have alway'' been 
non-party quHtions, and I have always 
voted on l~a.ihv,.t;':-~ irrespective ol par:ty; 
I have never followed the party in :-uch mat­
tore. There i.: no one in the I-Iou:oc who has 
had his rail" a;v proposals voted against 
more than I have. I should adVIse the 
Government, if they wish this line to go 
through, to get a guar.tntcc frmn Bnsbane 
and Ipswich <tttae?hed to the proposal when 
they again bring it before the House. 

Mr. G. P. BARXES: I wi·h thfy would. 

Hox. R. PHILP: Unle'-' they do that. 
the proposal v.-ill probabl,,- be tleicatcd 
again. How can 28 miles of railw"'y _cost;ng 
a million of !honey pay? It 1s qmto na­
vossible. I hope that all raihYay proposals 
will be brought forward as · non-party 
quc~tions. 

Mr. BOUCHARD: I very much regret 
that the hon. member for 1\Iatee has seP-n 
fit to make the statement he has just 
made to the Committee. It is one of the 
basest statements I ha, e e• or heard in thi' 
House. 

::\Ir. BERTRAM: It is my honest conviction. 

Mr. BOUCHARD: It has been contended 
in this Committee for many ~ears past that 
railv. ay propobals should Le strictly non­
party question;. /l.nd when membE:rs choose 
to exercise their own judgment in such a 
matter and vote as their consciences dic­
tate, for them to be accused in the manner 
in which the hon. member for JVIaree has 
<tC<msed them is most scandalous. I can 
assure vou, 1\ir. Stodart, that to-night I 
asked ,;,y leader, the Premier, whether _he 
v.as keen upon this railway, and he sa1d, 
"Most keen; I desire to see it carried." 
Notwithstanding that statement-having 
hoard c:ertain >trgument-s against the pro­
position-! exercised my own judgment and 
voted against the lHOposal which my leader 
wished to have caniod; and I say it is scan­
dalous on the part of any member to hurl 
such an accusation against the leader of 
the House as that made by the hon. mem­
ber for Maree. 

GovrRx:,:ENT l.IE'-IIBERS: Hear, hear! 

:Mr. MACKINTOSH (Cam•booya) : In con­
sequence of the opinion I have hr ld for 
:·e,rs with regard to the via recta, I in­
tended to be present and spc·ak clnd Vc_JtF 
in favour of this proposal. The Promwr 
and the whip of this party, thinking that 
I might not be down in time to-day, sent 
me two telegrams-! do not know whcthe:· 
the whin knew that the Premier had sent 
a wire or whether tho Premier knew that 
the v.-hio had sent one-but I reueiYed tw0 
tclegr:an~> asking- me to be down in time 
to take part in this debate and to support 
tho motion. I met a gentleman in Too­
woomba on my way down, and he asked me 
' h' I was in such a hurry to come to 
Bri"sbane. I told h:,n that I intended to 
L<' hero to have a sav in this matter and 
h 'ote in its fa•·our. Th1y reason for getting 
up now is to say that the Premier and 
the Government, individually and collec­
ti.-ely, are hea~tily in favour of the " via 
recta.,, 

Que-,tion, J.S amended, put and passed. 



Suspension of Standing Orders. [10 NOVEMBER.] Adjourmncm. 2627 

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN re­
ported that the Committee had come to a 
rPolution. 

RECEPTI0:-1 OF RESOLUTION. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 

I beg to moYe that the resolution be a~reed 
to, and, in moving this motion, I would like 
to add a word or two to what has been said 
in connection with the propocal. I think 
th" position is unique in connection with the 
railway proposals that have been considered 
by the ''cmnnitteP, and I wi h to ~ive this 
assurance tl_1at the inYest_iga~ions, t'hc pur­
pol t of y, l11<?h are no\v 1n the rt""Olutions, 
•·.hall be cunccl on b: the officers oi the Rail­
VYay Dq1arbc -~nt in dderence to the wish d 
this House. 

Hoxor'P\BLE ME>IBERS: Hear, hear! 
'2ucstion put and passed. 

SUSPENSION OF STANDIXG ORDERS. 

The PREMIER, in moving~ 
·• Thot co mh .h of the Standing Ord~1 ~ 

be suspended for the remainder of this 
session as v. ould otherwise prevent (a) 
the receiving of resolutions from the 
Committee of \'\ ays and Means on th~ 
same day on vvhich they shall have passed 
in that Committee, and (b) the passing 
of Bills through all their stages in one 
day," 

said: To-morrow we shall take the Esti­
rHatc:'s, and, as it is the final dav for dealing 
with the K timates, "c 'h·J] be ~b], to go cL, 
Yi?ith otlv'r busir:c."s at 10 o'clock to-n1orrov.T 
ni<;ht. I then ·propose that ·.ve sha li take tho 
re·:umption of the deb:1te on the mAion of tlw 
hon. member for Ro"khampton for t'1e diYi­
sion of Qneon·•hnd into throe States. I under­
rctac,J that tho holl. mPm):wr for Hockhamp' on 
d(•sircs to have t\vPnty minutes to sped{: in 
reply, and I am pcrfc etly agrcer.bk that lw 
shall be allowed tl at tinw, nne! th"n we m.1 v 
proceed to a division. W eclnescla v "ill be 
devoted to the rec nption 'of re•olutlons from 
Supply; ancl~following the practice which 
has been laid clown for the past two years-­
then an Appropriation Bill will be passed 
through all its stagP :. So far as mv know­
ledge ·wes, it look• as though we would have 
very little cliffic dty in cleaning up in the 
remaining two days left for this week. 

Mr .. Kun: ·.N: ·what a1Jout tre Elections 
Bill? 

The PR!<;::\HER : The Elections Bill will 
be cleaned up, all right. (Laughter.) I do 
not pro;x.·e. unless it b" found ~onvonient. 
to go on with the Jury Bill. 

::\1r. LENNON: \Vho is making tho mess 
that wants cleaning up? 

'T!w Hmn; SECRETARY: Tho Opposition. 
(Langhtnr.) 

Tlw P-RE::\HER: 'The course of bu·,iness 
might very ".ell be brou~;ht to a conclmion 
on Frida) ni ;ht. Oi cour·e, if it cannot be. 
then we shall have to meet again next week. 
So far as I can see thcrD will he no oth··r 
Bills to introdu-=o. The Bill with : eference 
to which I ·. :1v·· notice thi, afternoon, vvill 
only h~ a formal one, ED far '" I am <:on­
corned. \Yo do not pr0no•-e to do other 
with it than propose thD first readin~. The 
onlv other Bill to deal with :will 

0

bte the 
Anpropriation Bill. and as the Committee 
will have dealt >~ith the whole of ih' items 

~rising out of the appropriation, and hav­
mg authorisDd the .tppropriation, I suppose 
that will be merely a formal matter. I had 
hoped that the via recta discussion would 
h~ve ended earlier so that W<' might have 
g1ven sonw time this evening to the resum)' 
tion of the discussion on the second reading 
of the Cane Price Boards Bill. I d:1 not 
know whether it is wise at this late hour to 
proce•·d with that matter. but if not I •·.ug­
gc·t that time might po"ibly be given to it 
on what we may regard as priv:1tn mcmLors' 
afternoon on Thursdav. I am in the hanch 
o[ mombers as to wh,;thcr e shall sta', till 
a late hour in the morning or whether they 
prefer to take it on Thnrsdcw. I ha vo 
said, to-morrow the business v~·ill the de-
partmental E'timates, final day, and tbe 
next day will be the recontion of the resnlu­
tions; and I observe on lo-oking at last :-·car's 
.. Votes and Proceedings" and also "IIan­
sard " that the resolutions were agreed to 
at an early hour, because subsequently all the 
stages of the Appropriation Bill were coln­
pletAd on the same evening and other buqi­
ncss was taken as well, so that it is quite 
po<sible that on \Vf·dnesdey aftE'rnoon at an 
< ulv hour tho resolutions will be completed. 

l\1r. THEODORE: That is mere conjecture. 

The PREMIER: I am quite in the hands 
of the Committee. They hav·e till 10 o'clock. 
The j'ltancling Orders provide that, but I am 
only trying to consult the best interest' of 
members. I am quite willing to ston her( 
till a later hour, but I think possibly " sweet 
::easonableness" might obtain and we maj 
JUSt as well complete the whole of the busi­
ness without sitting late. 

Mr. RYAN: I dse, not to onpose the 
motion, becaus" I unde"'tand it is necessary 
to have a motion in this form in order to 
dean up the business at the end of tho 
session, but as the Premier, in. speaking, re­
ferred to the CanP Price Board Dill. I cl"im 
permission to say a word with regard to that. 
It is a measure that I would like to see a 
divisioH tak<'n on, and althoug-h it is incon­
venient perhaps to sit latr. still I would 
rather sf·,:; Uf' go on to-night and dispose of 
the second ro;iding- of that Bill, and. if neces­
sary, the Committee stag-e c J that there will 
he a chau .. o of g-etting it to the Legislative 
Council Ldorc the House rises. I desire to 
·-;,c;ak on the IY!"''sure myself, but I am 
qmte prepared to fo .. ego that right nr;d 
have a. divi~ion taken bt,- ::tuJe I r{'2;ard the 
principle under!: ing· the me1.sure as a sound 
onE' GV('ll though I do noL agrcr> v, it:1 all 
that is in the measure. Still, 'r wo,_,Id I!ko 
to ,oee it passed through the senond 1''''1ding 
nnd Coinntjtfr'O stai;{CS, if nossihle, before we 
adjourn. • 

Question put and passeJ. 

_\DJOL:RJ\":M:E.:'\T. 

The PH1':2:1IER: I br g to move that the 
House do now vc!jcu1n.' I ha;ve arran~ed 
with the hon. member in who,,· name the 
Sugar Ca'1P Pr: · Poards Bill staw1s. to 
t-:1ke it a' firot buei'les. on Thursday after­
noon. 

Mr. RYAI\: I am sorrv indPcd that the 
Pr,;nier has mo, cd. "That this Housf' do 
noT'' adjourn,'' be:'"tu~o it :sin1ply means that 
this Bill. whid1 l am V<'rv anxiou; to see 
cle,dt •.vith, will bA shelved.· 

OrPO'·ITI0:-1 l\IE"IBERS.: Hc>or, hr u' 

Jfr. Ryan.] 
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Mr. RYAN: If we leave it till Thursday 
afternoon there is no possible chance of 
getting it completed, and I am rather in­
clined to divide the House on the question 
whether we adjourn. I think this business 
should be gone oh with, and let us come to 
a division on it, and let the people know 
whether the Government are sincere or not. 
If we allow it to go till Thursday afternoon 
it will be thrown overboard, and I strongly 
protest. 

;wr. THEODORE: It seems to me some 
further explanation of this procedure on the 
part of the Premier is required by th<' House. 
Everyone kno"\vs, when we reached a certain 
stage in the discussion on the Sugar Cane 
Price Boards Bill, the Premier said he would 
defer further discussion until immediately 
after the via recta. It was understood that 
immediatclv after we came to a decision with 
regard to tl1e \ ia recta that the .-.-ocond read­
ing of the Sugar CanB Price Boards Bill 
would b< voted on. IV 0 knov, there arc 
several snpporters on the Government side 
who are against tho Bill, and tho Premier 
sch11S to be 'tudyi1 .. g their interests more 
than the inh rects of those v .... ho are in favour 
of tho c 1ne pri<'i' boards .. 

The PREMIER : I rise to a point of order. 
l call your attention to Sbnding Order ::'{ o. 
33, whi' h distinctly lays down that there 
shall be no debate on the qurction "That 
the Honse do now adjourn." 

1'hc SP EA r;::ER : T:w point of order raised 
bv the .!:'renner Is strictlv accurate. It was 
u1ercly with the iden of facilitating busine: s 
that I .allowed the hon. member to make a few 
remarks. On the point raised, the deputy 
leader of th0 Opposition is vut of order. 

Qurcstion-That the House do now .adjourn 
-put; and the House divided:-

.Mr .• lpprl 
Barnes, G. P. 

, Barnes, \V. H. 
, Bebbington 

Brl1 
, Blair 
,, Bouchard 
,, Bridges 

Cai.ue 
, Corser, B. H. 
,. Corser, B. B. C. 

Crawford 
Cribb 
Denham 

, Douglas 
, Forsyth 
.. Grant 
,, Grayson 

Gunn 

~~YE•:, 38. 
:Jlr. Hoc1f{t> 
, Kessell 

Luke 
, Mar:trtney 
, ..\'lackay 
, Mackintosh 
, Paget 

Petrie 
, Philp 

HanKin 
Hoherts 

" l"".tPvens 
, Stodart 
, Swuyne 

'folmie 
'front 
\Vnlkcr 
White 
Williams 

Tt 1lers: Jfr. Bdl and Mr. B. ll. Corser. 

~OES, 20 

:Jlr. Adamson 
, Barlwr 

Bertram 
nw,mau 
CovnP 
Fihrllv 
~,olrv ~ 

Gn~:ar 
(;illiP3 
Ha-:,1ilton 
RardaC'rP 

Tell, r8 · )fr. 

:.\lr. Huxham 
Kir\T:::n 
Land 

, Larcombc 
I,rnnon 

.. ~furphy 
o·~ullivan 
PaYne 
P~;nn 
'rhPodorP 

., \'l'instanley 
B<·rtram ani! .Mr . .Murphy. 

PAIR, 

Ay:o-}Ir. ,\!Jan. Ko-c>Ir. McCorma ,k. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 
The House adjourned at twenty·fl\7e 

minutes past 11 o'clock. 

r:lfr. Ryan. 

Joint Committees. 




