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Questions. [2 SEPTEMBER.] Questions. 1079 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

TUESDAY, 2 SEPTEMBER, 1913. 

Th·J SPEAKER (Hon. \V. D. Armstcone·. 
Lockyer) took thG chair at half-past 3 o' cloclr: 

PAPER. 

~he followin~r P';P<?r. laid on the table, was 
oraered to be prmted-

RcpOi't of tho Comptroller-General of 
Prisons for the year 1912. 

QUESTIONS. 

AcciDE~TS ON QUEENSLAND RAILWAYA. 

Mr. MORGAN (JI1trilla) asked the Secre­
tary for Railways-

" 1. The number of accidents that have 
occurred on the Queensland railways 
during the financial vear 1912-1913 r0sult­
ing in loss of life or injury to human 
beings? . 

" 2. The total number of persons killed 
or injured. 

" 3. The amount of compensation paid 
in respect of such accidents? 

"4. The number of accidents that have 
occurred for the same neriod rcsultino­
in damage to rolling-stock or permanent 
Vray? 

" 5. The total cost of such damage? 
"6. The number of fir0s that have 

occurred causing dama.:..:"o to raihvay pro­
perty or rolling-stock f 

"7. The toi-al cc:,t of ·nch dan1Gge ?" 

The S11CRF:TARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(I-Ion. W. T. Par;ot, Mackay) replied-

" 1. 1,190 (ElOYing trains, 374; work­
sho:Js, 276; construction works, 213; mis­
cellaneous, 327). 

"2. 1,207 (moving trains, 389; work­
shops, 276; construction works, 213; mis­
cdlaneous, 329). 

" 3. £12,877 lOs. 2d. 

" 4. Six resulting in damage involving 
more thnn £50 to repair. A number of 
minor accidents also occurred, but details 
of c'?st are not separated from general 
repans. 

"5. £4,138. 
"6. Six. 
"7. £8,886." 

SHOP ASSISTANTS' INDUSTRIAL BOARD, 
SOUTHERN DIVISION. 

MJ;. BERTRAM (Jfaree) asked the Secre­
tary for Public Works-

" 1. The number of employers in War­
wick, Toowoomba, Ipswich, Gympie, 
Maryborough, and Bundnbcrg, respec­
tively, who furnished lists of employees in 
connection with the ·Shop Assistants' In­
dustrial Board for the Southern division ? 

" 2. The total . number of employers 
who furnished such returns?' 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. W. H. Barnes, Bttlimba) replied-

" 1. Warwick, 8 ; 
Ipswich, 10; Gym pie, 
21; Bundaberg, 8. 

"2. Nintey-six." 

Toowoomba, 15 ; 
10; Maryborough 

\VOODEN BUILDINGS AT BRISBANE CENTRAL 
RAILWAY STATION. 

Mr. FIHELLY (Paddington) asked the 
Secretary for Railways-

" 1. What wns the total cost incurred 
in tho co~:/-rue~ion of the wood build· 
in1rs on the l;:;nd adjoining the Central 
Railway Station? 

" 2. What is the estimated life of the 
buildings? 

" 3. 'Yas the expenditure charged to 
loan or revenue?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
replied-

" 1. £4,853. 
"2. Thirty-five to forty years. 
"3. Loan." 

LAND SURVEY DEPARTMENT. 

Mr. RYAN (Barcoo), for Mr. Theodore, 
asked the ~"cretary for Public Lands-

" 1. Has a departmental inquiry, or 
inquiry of any other character, recently 
be<'n l1E'ld in his department in connection 
with matters affecting surveys? 

" 2. As a r<'sult of such inquiry, did 
one surveyor have his license suspended 
for a period? 

" 3. \Yill he lay upon the table of this 
Hon,_ all the p.,pers conlli·l'ced with this 
1natter ?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA:\DS 
(I-kn . . J. Toh1ie, 'l'oou·oomba) replied-

" 1. Such an inqui.ry Vi-~-·~s rc· 0n::ly held 
b~fo".'D tho Surycyors' Board. 

"2. Yes. 
"3. Not at this stage, the matter being 

still sub judice." 

MoToR-CAR AcciDENT IN BRISBANE. 

Mr. RCXHAM (Buranda) aek2d the 
Home Secretary-

" 1. Vvill he call for a report from the 
Commissioner of Police in rcfcenmce to 
the death of e, woman named Donovan, 
who cl> reported to have been knocked 
down and run over by a motor-cnr in 
Mary street recently? 

"2. Will he cause special inquiries to 
be made as to whether the woman was 
not removed bv the Ambulance Bric-ade 
to the Brisb~ne General Hospital; if any 
~\::atc1n-8nt. \V;lS 1nr~de by tho A1nbulance 
Bri.-adp to the authorities of the General 
Hospital as to why the woman had 
be0n brou«·ht there ; also if the medical 
euthoritics at the hosnit.al were aware 
that the woman had been knocked down 
hv n n1otor-ca.r whPn a certificate of 
death was giYen t<J the effect that she 
had died from natur.al causes? 

" 3. If, as alleged, the woman was 
run down by a motor-car, why was not 
a public inquiry held?" 
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The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. G. 
Appel, .cllberl) replied-

" 1, 2, and 3. All particLihc·s connccded 
with this accident will il]>pear at a 
magietcrial inqLtiry into the canso of 
dea: h, alre:~dy ordered, and to be held 
in due cour>:e." 

COMPANIES ACTS A~lEND::iiENT BILL. 

Fr•nTHER Coc<:SIDERATION IN CoMMITTE". 

On dausc 2--" Issue and effect of share 
\Yarrants to bearer "-

Question stated-
That tho fo!lov, ing new subcbuse be 

inw~rted 011 pa ,~e; 2, after line 44, to follow 
subclanso (7) :·-

,, (8.) There shall be charged"" eYery 
6hare v; arrant issued in tJuccr1 ~]and a 
s!an1p duty of an ~mou:nt cq1LJ to three 
ttmes the amount of the ad yalorem 
s' amp duty which would be chargeable 
on a d<ccd transferring the charc··J or 
stock specified in the "c.rrant if the 
consid<·ration for tho transfer were the 
uominal value of such shu<•s or s~Dck. 
Such stamp duty shall be collo.ctcd, 
ncoycred, aud enforced under the pro­
visions of the Stamp Act, 1894, as if 
~uch duty was imposed thereby. 

" If a share warrant is issued without 
being duly stamped, the compaE-- i'su­
ing the -~a me, and also "'cry llcrson 
who at the time \Yhen it is issued is 
the managing director or :.ccn bry or 
other principal offict:'r of thr~ co1npany, 
shall incur a penalty not oxc;·cding fifty 
pounds." 

Mr. RYAN (Barroo): Since th8 measure 
was last before the Committee he rad taken 
the opportunity of makinc inquiries with 
regard to the manner in wh1eh it was viewed 
in the district of Mount Morgan and also the 
effect it "·as likdy to have ''1 -~ho renmuc. 
On tho first point, he "·as sat;sfied that th~ 
mL<tsuro vas not yjc'v'_'d ith fayour and 
tlnt tho f{'eling ,, as that tlHlrc was a desire 
to run the 'hares of the 2\Iount Th1organ 
Gckl ::\lining Company up and really to en­
courage a kind of trafficking v, hicll woul,-I 
not b' to the ad..-anragc of thon '' ho "ere 
C11ployod at :ThJount I\ I organ or in ~ho Cenh al 
district. '\Vith rPgard to the effect on the 
rcvcllLH', he might point out, for the con­
sid ·r tic.n of the 1\Iinister, that the dut'· 
th>At Y,'as payr:b!,• on the transfer of s.,;_-;·ip oi1 
qa]e would be entirely lost if the share '' ar­
rants were allowed to be issued. For 
ec;amplc, they all !mew that on the c<tle of 
scrip a certain stamp dutv was pa; ublc-he 
thou£ht it was 6d. on c~en £10." If the 
share warrants were issued, tho duty on all 
sales of shv;·cs subsequent to the f,rst sale 
would be avoided. In the case of non-divi­
dend-paying cornpanies the tran>,fcr \\~u.s 
f'ffccled by simply handing the scrip from one 
person to another, and the ronmue there· 
fore was no doubt d0fcated to some extent, 
\Jut in the case of dividend-paying companies 
It was necessary for tho buYer of the serin 
to I_Jecom~ registered. HG had to get on th~ 
register m ordor to collect his cliYidends, 
and therefore thP stamp duty was collected. 
That was so in the case of tho Mount ]\.!organ 
or fl;llY othrT dividend-paying company. 
But If they passed the propoJcd new sub­
clause, the:( would allow that particular 
comp~ny to have share warrants which would 

)J.fr. Ryan, 

pay stamp duty on a value equal to th~ee 
time, the nominal Yaluc of tho shccrPs, whtch 
in this y.artieulnr c- tsn ,~·as less than the 
actual xnnrkct v~-Jue of the shar( -;. Tho 
1narkct vuluo ·Las £3 lOs., bnt tho s:a:np 
dut.y ,,ould b,, payable on Ollly £3, which 
wa; thrPo tinle."3 tho no1ninal value of tho 
sharPs. And all future sales would pay no 
stamp duty at all. They all b;cw that wh?n 
it was the desire of 1 xge holtlt v s to run tt:o 
shares up, the .• did ~,ot wi~h to leL the public 
knOY\~ who ·wen~ selL.:.lp", It h.lS a Vf'f.V coocl 
thing for the ccll"r it he could sl\y th,,t, !H~ 
was a buvcr. !To cm1ld be a buy for 1C-' 
shares arid sc•!l 500 shares. Th Ycr:: f· 
of his appearing as a burrr "~;, 01~l~, indue:(' 
othc·'.) to Lu:v. Thev would <!~-, ' Lhere IS 
a large holder bny.ing; 'vhy :"~_._ould. not i 
buv '!" But when they cot thn s-'np and 
f01ind that it was the st-•. k of tlw large 
hol<l<'r who .s buvinp-, it was YCl''' hard to 
inflate tho ya]uuco of tln shares. rnder the 
share ,,_ J.rrant systen1 it ,,·ou1cl be po.~.~ihle 
for a h,an to bo sdl ing- fiyo times as much 
as he \Vas buving; in other words the holders 
would b . enabled to sell their shrrr. 8 \' ithout 
letting other people know. 

lllr. IIAoiiLTO:<l: And still pretend to he> 
buvers? 

~Ir. RYAN: Y cs; it :vas eas:~: for them to 
unload wtthout the public knowmg who was 
unloading. That could not be done under 
tho ordinary law. 

Mr. TnocT: They can in tho ordinary way 
with scrip. 

Mr. RYAN: That might be done with non­
dividend paying con.cerns where they simply 
handed over the scrip to the buyer. 

Mr. HoDGE: They will transfer pretty 
quickly then. 

Mr. MrRPII1': A wise man gets a tr;msfer 
in any caso. 

:'Vlr. RYAN: In the case of a dividend­
pctying comp my it was ahvays .possible for 
tho buver to know who was sellmg, because 
the narnn on the register would show who 
was the ho!dN. But if they allowed the pro­
posed subclause to h ' added, it ,,,mld be 
po.siblo for larg-e holders of Mount Morgan 
scrip to run the shares up io a value th~t 
\Vas not justifi"(L There \Yas a ('s;v e cnce In 
tho history of Queensland ''Th('ll Sir San1uel 
Griffi· h found it neceeso.rv to cable !,orne a 
warning to the British pu'blic n,;'{:iL;t. buying 
shares at the y.;]un thev then were. and he 
thought that cable was sCnt in .c<?nne~_-ticm l'vith 
tlw ::\lonnt ~Iorgan Gold ::\Immg Company 
itsdf. It became their dutY to ,c': that they 
should not place in 1 he hai1ds of sp<<:ulators 
that power to deceiYe tho British public, 
bccan.SJ if thcv did that their financial credit 
would suffer. 

'l'lw bell indicated that the hon. m<Jmber's 
time had expirc!d. 

Tho RF.CllETARY FOR PrBLIC IN­
STRUCTIO='i (Hon. J. W. Blair, Ipswich) : 
Tho discmsion on this clau.,c had been post­
poned <J.t the instanc,• of the leader of the 
Opposition in order to allow that hon. mem­
ber to get further information, but the 
speech tho hon, member had just delivered 
was practically a repetition of his previous 
arguments. A distinction wa' soug.ht to be 
drawn between dividend-paying companies 
and non-dividend-paying companies. Bo fa_r 
as the cleuse was concerned, it would only 
applv to those companies who liad fully paid 

•up stock. The question of whether they 
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were paying dividends or not was not 
material with regard to tho clawe. Once 
tho shares were fully paid up, an oppor­
tunity 1soulcl be given to is~"ue share war­
rants. \Vith r<'gard to what might have l>Hn 
«n evasion of duty, the question of giving or 
withholding share \Htrrants could not have 
the slightest bearing. be.,au·e up to the 
prc•,,nt no such thing had ever been known 
in Queensland. and until the Bill became 
law no such thing could he lmmvn. There­
fore, all tho arguments with regard to the 
evftsion of starnp duty on shares could only 
be dir0ctod to the ncce.<·,ity of amending th~ 
present Stu.mp Duty Act, and not to the 
q ucstion of ''-he thor share warrants were 
allowed to be issued or not. The hon. mem­
bm· made a furth0r point with regard to the 
fact that possibly a holder might pretend 
to he buying share3, and at the same time he 
rnight ho unloading shur~')s. 

.Hr. RYA){: They might be actually buying 
sharO,"t 1 and selling a lot more. 

Mr. ML:RPHY: They could 11retend tD be 
sc!Ji,.g when it is a dividend-paying concern. 

Th, SECRET~\RY FOR P'CBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: Surelv the common-sense 
thing· w;,~ tD hold on to shares in a dividend­
paying concern. Take the other view, that 
they \\ere selling shares of a. dividend-pay­
inq- concern-that they were forced to sell, or 
that some other reason existed ,,-hich wa·, not 
apparent. How would that affect a clause 
when the Bill pro vii<<:! that, after the issue 
by the compan:c Df a sh,are warrant, the fDl­
lowing particulars must be supplied :-The 
htal amount of shares or stock for which 
sharr~ '' ::nT,lnts are out,; tanding at tho date 
of the summary ; and, secondly, tho total 
amount of share warrants '" hich had been 
issued and surrendered respectively, and the 
nun1ber of sharf"<;J or amount of stock co1n~ 
pri'"'d in oac.h such warrant. Those particu­
lars \;onld g·ive tho fullest information of all 
transactions with rcg0rd to scrip, so that the 
argunwnt of tho han. member •.; ,ts really 
directed to something which would not arise 
and \vhid1 cou~d not aris".~· The same la.v,r 
\'< t~s in existence in N-e'v South \Vales, in 
Grc,1t Bri~ain, i:n ""\'"i·:toriu, and in New Zcoa~ 
Lmd; an:! in Groat Britain, where the stamp 
duty was chargr ... ble, it .had la<'l1 in existence 
for something like fifty years, and the only 
companies that had ever dealt in share war­
rants were tho :o that required to have parcels 
of share< ready and handy in order to obtain 
quick advances. That wns the sole reaHJn 
of tho clause. More than nine-t,onths uf the 
pre~ent con1panic-" in Que3ns'and \vou:d ll('\~er 
issue share \Yarrauts. Of that he had not the 
slighh ',t doubt, hoe a use tho cha.rcs of ninety­
nino out of every hundred companies were 
not fully paid up. 

Mr. RYAN: Thoy pay stamp duty on the 
transfer of ,,hares. 

The SECHET.\RY FOR P'CBLIC IX­
STRl'CTIOX: On the tramfer of share war­
r:tnts they would pay stamp duty on thn·'l 
time-; the nominal value of the sharr·'·· Tho 
same stamp duty was chargeable in England, 
and the text-books said it was considered a 
heavy stamp duty. The n·ason for fixing it 
at that .amount was that the shares of some 
con1pani,_ s n1ight be up to-day and ron1ain 
up, and th•.' shart-s of other companies might 
go down-they might fluctuate from day to 
day, and it \Yas concidend actuarially that 
three times the nominal ntlun was a. fair 
basis of stamp duty to adopt in order to pro-

b nt the reYcnue. So far from any trafficking 
in share 1-varrants being concerned, it seem.ed 
to him that tho reverse would be the case. 
All that would ha>Jpen if the Bill was pas•ed 
wac, that a compa~y could authorise the issue 
of share warrants by its articles of .associa­
tion, and, secondly, get the shar• s fully paid 
up, and then issue thne share warrants to 
people '' that they could obtain adYances 
on them. Tho revenue would be protected 
to this extent: that once a share warrant 
'"as i~-ued, it bee arne a negoti.a~}lc in:Jtru­
ment, and the Shmp Commic-;ioncr coll<-ctod 
three time>s tho ctamp duty straight away. 

:V1r. Conm: Did tho Stamp Office advise 
that they "auld not lose ,any revenue? 

Tho SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTIOX: He had already read the 
memorandum giving what tho Commissioner 
said. 

~lr. HARDACRE: Can you read what you 
submitted (o him? 

The SECRE'l'ARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRGCTION: He had wbmitted nothing 
at all. lie was dealing with papers that 
came to him from another department where 
the Bill originated. The Stamp Commis­
sioner said-

" There docs not appear, as the law 
at present stands, to be any fear or 
apprehension that the revenue will suffer 
to any appreciable extent, but there is 
a poHibility that same may be benefited 
by the propo·''Od chango." 

A-; far as the company was concerned, it 
did not care much about 'vho its share~ 
holders \\ere. All it cared about was that 
the amount of the shares was fully paid up. 
The stamp duty would be payable on wh?-t 
was r:onsiclercd bv the greatest <;xpcrts m 
the world as tho 

0 

proper .actuarial basis of 
valuation. 

:VIr. GRA:t-;'T (Fitzroy): The Secretary_ for 
Public Instruction had better not go mto 
that matter of tho Stock Exchange, because 
the leader of tbo Opposition knew more 
about that busine<s from actual experience 
than the hon. r;cntlcman. Ao a matter of 
fact, the lc·cdcr of the Opposition was ri::;ht 
in his contention that a man might try to 
bull shares-that was, to ... (•nd them up 
bovond th,oir legitimate value by going 
o>,-;,nlv in th.- market and buving, and at 
tl~o same tirrw be selling tho 

0 

same shares 
in an undc,rhand v ay. That v,-.·-,,s done frAr 
quently. and it did not mali er \\ hcther il 
was a dividend-paying concern or not. If 
the >hare was paying 10 per cent., they 
might put up tho value to an extent that 
it would not pay 2 per cent., and a holder 
mid1t '-ell thousands of them and actually 
bu~ onh- a few hundr<>l in order to keep 
uno thD 

0 

price. That was done every day 
on the oxchangcc of the world, but he 
doubted vcrv much whether share warrants 
would eYer 

0 

bc· seen on th~ Queensland 
n1arket. Quot~n~lJ,ndcrP \Yanted scrip, and 
he doubted whether they would lose any 
revenue bv the iPsu::; of share v.~arrantr:, be­
cause' the ",<haro \Varrants \Yere requirr;d for 
the Contin<:>ntal and London markets. Share 
warrants were more popular there than 
scrip, ·and the Mount Morgan Company 
v-,J.nted to g'Ct its shareR into a forrn that 
was acceptable to the people who bought 
tb•-:>1. Thc•v wanted to populari,c" their 
stock on the London market, and he did 
not know that it '.1 as a bad thing that 
Qctc•cnslan~l mining- stock should be a popu­
lar form of inVPltment in Lcndon and on 

};{ r. G'rant.J 
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the Continent. .\t the pre,ent time, the 
small investors in Queensland bought shares 
simply for an investment, and as soon as 
they got their shares they had them trans· 
£erred to their own name ; but in London 
and on the Continent quite a different order 
of things prevailed. There, if a man wanted 
to sell stock, he sold a warrant that he 
had so many f3h:tres in a certain company 
to sell, and that was the reason why the 
alteration in the law was required. It was 
nothing very revolutionary, because, in Vic­
toria, New South Wales, and in the old 
country, share warrants were issued, and hr 
did not know that it had led to any more 
speculation than had occurred with regard 
to scrip transactions in Queensland. It 
seemed to him rather unfair that mining 
scrip should have to pay stamp duty at all. 
If a man bought anything else, he did not 
have to pay stamp duty, the same as he 
had on mining scrip. :\To stamp duty was 
required in Victoria, and he doubled very 
much whether they required stamp duty on 
mining scrip in New South VITales, but in 
Queensland there was a very unfair tax on 
mining scrip. Mining seemed to be a thing 
that everyone seemed to trv and "·ear down 
as much as possible. He saw no rea.<on why 
the Commitkc should put up a strenuous 
fight against share warrants, because they 
would not affect Queensland one iota. 

Mr. MVRI'HY (Burke): 'Tho rBa·on he 
was opposed to the issue of share warrants 
was because it was likely to injuriously affect 
the Queemland mining industry. They knew 
that already French investors were singing 
out owing to certain things which occurred 
in connection with a Cloncurry speculation. 
Thc0· said they had shares unloaded on the 
French market at a much higher value than 
was justified, and it was the duty of the 
Committee to inquire whether there \\ aP any 
likelihood of the good name of thB mining 
industry of Queensland being affected. The 
leader of thB Opposition thought th• re was, 
and tho han. member who had inst re­
sumed his seat had admittBd tha' share 
warrants would only be used on th" Lonclon 
and Continental markete. \Yhv were t: e'' 
going to be used on the Lond~n and Con­
tinental markets if not for tho parpo~c o£ 
taking the Londoners and Continental 
people down? 

Mr. RYAN: That is the idea. 

Mr. MURPHY: The Secretary for Public 
Instruction objected to that statement, but 
his prBdecessor in office had pointed ant 
that the han. gentleman had probably 11ot 
had much Bxperience on the share market. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC Io:STRUCTION : 
I do not affect a knowledge that usually ends 
in loss. 

Mr. MURPHY: No. The han, gentleman 
was a lawyer--

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
And ha ought to know better. 

Mr. MURPHY: He presumed the han. 
gentleman did know better. It was usually 
loss to the other fellow when he came into 
contact with a lawyer. (Laughter.) It 
seemed to him that there was a desire to 
h01 vo the share warrants introduced in 

·ardor that 'hares in small lots might be 
disposed of on those home mar-

[4 p.m.] kets. The Mines Department 
had pointed out in the reports 

that it was morB the fact that people had 

fMr. Grant. 

been able to get "wild cats" floated on the 
home market that prevented people with 
genuine mining propositions from afterwards 
receiving the capital so necessary to help 
them to den•lop tho re~ources of the various 
districts. It must be recognised that the 
Mines Department had always taken an 
interDst in trying to keep min!ng clean. Only 
a couple of sessions ago the department 
cabled to France, pointing out ~J:at there 
was a certain Queensland propositiOn np_on 
the London and French markets, whtch 
people were advised not to speculate in, 
and quite a number of people wore pre­
vented from putting their money into a 
venture which the department regarded as 
likely to end in loss. The people who were 
particularly interested in the share warrant 
system at the pr<'sent time had bought a 
large parcel of Mount Morgan sharBs ~n t_he 
time-payment system. It was to thetr m­
terest to get the shares off as quickly as t~ey 
could. He did not say that they were gomg 
to try and inflate the value of shares, but ~S· 
far as his experience went-and he had a fan· 
amount of experience in mining speculatwns 
-a man who had shareo for sale always 
h+,d to inflate the values. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
That would apply to the sale of anything. 

::Yir. MURPHY: Yes, except when they 
were selling horses-they always pointed out 
the defects of a horse. (Laughter.) It was 
onlY the other day that the Premier, in 
rq)ly to a deputation from <:Jharters Towers 
asking for .a very largo substdy to help that 
field, mmindod them that it was the duty 
of the Crown to act upon the recommenda­
tions of its resoonsiblo officer, who had 
pointed out that it would be very. unfair to 
allow a Charters Towers proposthon to go 
on the London market to raise a large sum 
of money which he believed was unneces­
sary to carry out the work proposed. The 
:Minister z-aid that the under the share war­
rant sYstem they were not likely to lose 
i"lH' re;~enue, but leaving out that pha~e. of 
ti1~ qnA••,tion, was it likely to do the .mmmg 
i•·•'u '·· y anv harm? It se<:med to htm that 
th" i::t;·oJu~tion of this amendment was not 
going to do mining any good. 

Mr. HARDACRE (Ldrhhardt) eonsider_ed 
that the leader of the Opposition ••·as qmte 
ju,tificd in haYing- got this matter adjo.urned 
until to-day, in view of its importance and 
of tho information he had ifalhcred. There 
were many aspects from which he thought 
the proposed amendment. objectionable. So 
far as it affccbcl the mrmng mdustry, he 
would leave mining members to deal with 
it. He wanted to direct his remarks to 
the revenue question. 'The more he co'!­
sidcrecl thP que,tion, the more he thought It 
was entirely out of place to put an amendment 
of this kind in a Bill of this character. It 
v;as a revenue lnatter. rrhe l\:Iinister said' 
that they were really doing somethinr:; which 
might he obviated by amending the Stamp 
Act; and that was exactly what they were 
do.ing. It was not merely a qnestion of 
authorising share warrants to bo issued : the 
amendment said there should be charged a; 
certain amount on share warrants. That 
ought to be embodied in a Financial State­
ment. 'The JI.Iini'·ter quat •d the Stamp Co.m­
mi"ioner as saying that he did not think 
that there would be anv appreciable loss in 
revenue, but he ought to·~ have givPn the ques­
tion submitti'\Cl to that official, and not merely 
his answer. No ono knew better than the 
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Minister that it would be quite unfair to 
quote a witness's answer without quoting the 
question he was asked, and it was apparent 
on the face of tho amendment that there 
would be a considerable lm-; of r.'venue. They 
knew that there had been a syndicate, called 
the Nagrom Syndicate, speculating recei>tly 
in Mount Morgan shares. The information 
he had was that there had been 400,000 share> 
purchased, and there had not been a transfer 
of those shares made ye' .. There had merely 
been a deposit paid upon them. If tbey were 
transferred under the existing law, they wou:d 
pay duty on theu prest•nt value of £3 lOs. a 
share; but, under the amendment, they would 
be able to issue share warrants, and pay 
dut:y: on £3 per share once only-never again 
":'outd they have to pay duty on any tramac­
hon whatever-which would mean a loss to 
tho revenue of duty on lOs. per share on 
400,000 shares; ·or a lm' of Etamp dutv on 
£200,000. Beside·; that, the revenue ,;··auld 
lose stamp duty on those shares in any 
future transaci-ion. Th1.t -,vas an in1portant 
question for thil 1v1inister and the Treasurer 
to consider before they ado:;tod tb• amend­
ment. The lUinister had not oiYen them the 
whole statement of the case. As tho :\linister 
.'lid. the share warrant svstom was in force 
in (;reat Britain, ''· hcre · thev paid a duty 
on three times the ll""'rninaf value of the 
share'<, as they would under the amendment; 
but he forFot to tdl them that that provision 
V-as passed. no, less than b'rcnty-two years 
ago, and smcc then many things had hap­
pened. In Great Britain they had evidently 
diseov('1'ed th'a t three time's the !ruominal 
amount was not suflicient, and, therefore, 
they hcd provid~d to makt·. up the revenue 
by a dragnet ctause covcnng eYerv subse­
quent 0'7Jeration. They proposed 'here tc 
enact tho original proYision in the British 
Act, vvitho~1t taking notice of the subse­
quenL anlfnrhnent nutde in Great Britain. 
He trust d the r,rinister would follow what 
he \Ya~ ,«aying. 

Tb" SECRE1ARY FOR PcBLIC INSTR'GOTION : 

Pardon me, I was trying to clwck one of your 
caleulations. 

l\Ir. HARDACRE: Since they had passed 
the original measure in Great Britain, 
they had amended the Act on two different 
oc~asions in such a way as to catch· tho share 
, .. ,-~rrant every time, and there was nothing in 
thrs amendment to meet those subsequent 
amendments. The original Act pass d in 
Great Britain in 1891 provided that share 
warrants should pay a ·du•v on three times 
the nominal amount, but in 1899 there was 
au amending Act which provided that tlwrc 
.,hou!d be a stamp dutv of ls. on everv £10. 
Then, Inter on, under l\Tr. Lloyd George's 
B_udf!et Finance Act of 1909-10 it was pro­
nded that the stamp duty charg·eable on 
share warrants or stock certificates to 
bearer should be double those specified in 
the Act of 1899. So that there was now not 
only duty to be paid on three times the 
n_ominal value, but 2s. o.n every £10, or frac­
tion of £10, of every subsequent transaction. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
That is not so if you look at it carc>fully. 

:Mr. HARDACRE: He would be very 
nleast'd to let the Minister disprove that. 
This was practically a financial measure. 
Th~ matter ought to have come up in thP 
ordinary wav in Committee of Supplv, and 
have lwPn dealt with in the ordinary way 
of taxation, especially as they were insti-

tuting a new system of share warrants. So 
far as the Mount Morgan Company was. 
concerned, this was going to mean a dead 
loss to the Treasury. In the first instance, 
thoro would be a lo;,s for every transfer 
which would otherwise have taken place 
under the existing law. The share war­
rants would only be brought into use when 
the value of the shares amounted to three 
tirnes their nominal value. As soon as the 
shares reached to more than throe timPs ~he 
nominal Yalue, then the company would 
revert to stamp warrants in order to evade 
the stamp duty. Whenever the true vah3 
went down below the nominal value, then 
the company would cease issuing share war­
rants, and again come under the stamp duty 
operations. In that way they would play 
fast and loose with the matter, just as it 
mited their own conv,mience. They would 
i"csue share warrants so long as it suited 
them, and when it ;,uited them they would 
stop issuing the share warrants, and it would 
all be dono at the cxpens'' of the Treasury. 
Bcfor'' hon. members went anY further into 
tho matter, they ought to consider its finan­
cial aspect. Seeing that in th0 case of the 
Mount Morgan Company they would bo 
bound to lose by the i,,ue of the share war­
rants if they only charged duty equal to 
three times the nominal value, he proposed 
to moy,, the omission of the word " three " 
with a view to inserting the word " six." 
If they found in working that that was too 
much, they could alter it lat~r on, and make 
it on all-fours with the law of Great Britain. 
He moved the omission of the word " three " 
in ordei' to create a blank first of all. He 
honed the Minister for Public Instruction 
wo"c1ld keep his promise to show where the 
quotation which he, (l\lr. Hardacre) had given 
from the British Act was not correct. 

Mr. HUI'\TER (Jfwymoa) supported the 
amenrlment. 'When th0 blank was created, 
it would be left for the Committee to con­
sider what figure they should insert in its 
place if they decided to omit the word 
" three . ., So far as tho loss of revenue was 
concc rued, the gentlemen on the other side 
of the House were resnon,ible for the 
finances of the Ste.tc, nnd if the Treasury 
suff8red it would bo their funeral ; but his 
reason for oppo,ing the share warrant sys­
tem was because it was not a good thing 
for the mining industrv of QuePnsland. VV"hat 
would happen wc,uld 'be that the mines of 
Queensland would be the playthings of 
SilC<"Ilator,, of the worst type in Great Bri­
tain. That was an injury that he could 
ecc. All sorts of attempts would be made 
to bull the market, and those cunning gen­
tlo:ncn on the Stock Exchange would do 
it, bocau.o" they had dono it before and 
the,\, woc1ld do it again if they had . t_he 
chance. 'l'hev would buy small quantrtres 
of scrip at the market price, while, at the 
came time, they would be unloading their 
shares on to someone ebe. through the 
medi<1m of share warrants. Trading in the 
dark in that way was the worst possible 
thing that could happen. If every transac­
tion could be foreed into the open market, 
and everyone knew who was selling and buy­
ing, that would be the more honest way of 
handling the mining industry of Queensland. 

Mr. FoRSYTH: Do they do that now? 

Mr. H'C~TER: Under the present pro­
posal thov wore certainly not making it 
tlllv better. It \Yould be better for the min­
ing industry itself to have everything done 

Mr. Hunter.] 
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openly. He noticed a reference to this ques­
tion in " The Australasian Insurance and 
Banking R"cord " so far back as the 21st 
Auguct. On page 703 they would find this 
paragTaph-

" Tho principal changes rnay bo suin­
mari as follows, viz. :-Tho right of 
tho directors to r,Au::e to register trans­
forA of fuliy paid-up •·hares is to be 
abandoned in accordance with the best 
Au, ;:ralian . and English practice; the 
company will no longer be able to claim 
a lien on fully paid-up sharu; share­
holdch on the Snlnev and London r•,o·i,­
ters will bo able. to vote at general lllf~' t­
ings of the company by lodging proxies 
.at branch offi( ~s, particular,j of ',vhil·L 
will hJ tclL•graphcd or cabled to the !wad 
office; the L>->mpany takes powers to i· sue 
share al'rants so f:oon a,,, tho Queens­
land law permits this." 

Evidently, before that paragraph ,, 'nt in to 
the Pre•,s, it had been practically eettled that 
~he Qu"ensland GovernmFat v, Js going to do 
just what the Mount :11orr;an Company 
wanted. Tho company were going to be 
allowed to place .::COO,OOO shares on the English 
market. They would fix it up and register 
±he trander of tho "·hole of the shares by 
share \Varnmt just as they pleased. and that 
would mean a loss to tho Queensland Trea­
sury, and instead of paying on the value 
of £3 lOs. a stare, which was the market 
value at the present time, they would only 
pay stamp duty on a value of £3 a share. 
He did not think it was de~irable to allow 
the Mount Morgan Company to e.',capc the 
payment of stamp duty in that way. A 
soon as the shares rose to three times the 
nominal value, then the company wouU 
adopt the L.)'stem of sharo warrants. At the 
pr•ccent time a company, such as the llilount 
~organ Company, which wos dividend-pay­
mg, would have to register it; shares, 
because they could not collect their divi­
dends unless they wero registered. \Vhen 
the shares rose above three time" the nomi­
nal value, tho "hare ,, arrant s• etem would 
be adoptc d, bcc;nse it would· bo just as 
cheap to do tl:at as to regi,ter the scrin 
and under the share warrant thcrB would 
bo only one payment required. If they 
~ould not di,,pn · of t~e thing altogether, 
1t v·ould be better to mcro.1•·J the amount 
of the stamp duty for the initial payment. 
It might !,, a conv('nient thing for a man 
to go to a banker and say, "I have a lot 
-of chare warrants ,on the lY1ount :\Iorgan Com­
pa!lY for ::o mucn, and I \Yant an advance 
a.gai?st them"; b~1t ther~ was a great pos­
S!blhty of all the1r mmmg vcnturps being 
made the playthings of unscrupulous specu­
lators m tho money marlmt. The most jed­
nus carD should be taken bv the Govern­
ment to see that that sort of' thing \Vas not 
dono: and one v; ay to prevent it was not 
to allow the passage of this Bill if possible. 
'The hon. nwm Jwr for Leichharclt referred 
to the fad that a change had taken nlace 
in the law of Great Britain since the· first 
Act wa" pas cd) on which the Minister for 
Publir Instruction had based his amcnd­
m.0nt. He (Mr. Hunter) was not sure if 
that "as correct. It possibly referred to 
shares m~t .ido tho United Kin.gclom. They 
wero cnt1tled to know wmethmg from tho 
;',Iinistcr, who had had an opportnnitv of 
ascertaining for himself if the hon. member 
for L< · chbardt was right in that statc.nent. 
I~ it was < orrf'ct, it was a serious allega­
tion, and he (Mr. Hunter) hoped that it 
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would not he borne out by facts. If it was, 
then it would show gross carelessness and 
culpability on the part of the Minister to 
submit a proposal such as this w1thout any 
regard to the statement made by the hon. 
member for Leichhardt. 

Mr. WELSBY (Jlcrthyr) said he had not 
inte"dod speaking on the matter at all, but 
a,; he had a fair amount of experience in the 
1nercantilc and n1ining \vorld, he \Yould give 
tho Committee· his views for what they were 
worth (Hoar, hear !) He did not think the 
Minister thou'. ht he "as Bntir<•ly corr<' '" when 
he su,icl that mne-t"nths of the companies were 
floated on contributing shares. lie desired 
to spc·~k openly on this matter, and there 
sr JmeJ i.o be something behind lh0 measure 
that thev did not know a:n·thing about. 
There were a lot of exceedingly wealthy men 
who travelh•d about the South and Great 
Bri:din and continually floatc•d cornp\\n~es 
for £50,000 or £100,000, and if the compames 
~,,,,·ro floated by mcuns of share w~~rrants, 
ttey would b- able to bull or bear the mar­
kr c in any way thoy liked \Vi ~hout ;the 
ordin~.ry shoti·cholder being made aware of it. 
Ho held that the making of the stamp duty 
payable only en the first itsue of the share 
\varran+;;; \Vould HlPan a loss of revenue to 
Queensland, and also to anv otlwr State 

where tlB same Act applied. And 
[4.30 p. rn.] he did not think that it was in 

any way fair that w.trrants 
should be issued without any names on them. 
Ile thought there was something hidden, of 
which he, at any rate, as one of tho Govern­
ment supporters, had not been informBd. 
He w1s not in favour of bolstering up big 
companies, and was of the opinion that the 
pnposed ,.\ct was not conducive to tlh' wel­
fare of the people of Queensland. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hf'ar! 

Mr. WELSBY: He had had considerable 
experience in connection with large com­
p:inies and fmall con1panies, and companies 
doing btFine·<: 1:·ith Great Britain, and he 
knew that the Bill was playing into the 
haads of the wealthy men who were con­
tinual!) floating companies, just as they were 
playing into the hands of the trust com­
p:mie.c. lie Yentured to say that there were 
members on the Governll·~nt side who "'ere 
aware of what had happened in th,:; Northern 
part of Queensland during the last ten or 
fifteen vears. There were men in ::VIclbourne 
1•:ho ha~1 made moncv ouc of mines time after 
tinH', and if sh·,_re v;arrants \lil(ro ailowed to 
be i,rmr·d thev would hav, a brit<or chance 
of nisinL" the pri0es of the shares and 
'' bearing '' tho n1arkct. 

Thlr. ::VIcCOR:IIACK: \Yithout the public 
knowing? 

Mr. WELSBY; And tho public would have 
no chance of knowing. He knew for a fact 
that thrre eTc scores of transactions in 
which the "·tamp duty on sales of shares was 
not paid. 

Mr. FORSYTH: You cannot trace them. 

:\Ir. WELSBY: \\ hcthor it was in the case 
of the lLrgc or the small company, it was 
a much better principle that the general 
public ,,hould knO\' who was buying and who 
was selling. Take the case of a large director 
of a omnpan,.: who held, say, 10,000 hares. 
He took the crip in his own neme, but he 
,, anted to "bull" the market and sell those 
shares, and then immediately after to "bear " 
tho market and buy thom back again. He 
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did not, sell those shn r<'s in his own name; 
he dummir d them. That had been his ex­
peri 'nee on more than one occasion in the 
c:lsPs of Southern Cdlnpanies. He 'vas afraid 
that the Bill was bc,ing propo~od for some 
SJlf~ific purpose of which they did not know. 
It might be for a company near the Tropic 
of c,,;pr!cm·n or for a company further north 
slill-he would mention no names-but he 
had ha<l experience out of his own pocket, 
and he belie; eel that a great amount of 
harm would be done. He held that a Bill 
should be brought in fot: the protection and 
the general good of the people and the 
State, but that Bill was not doing it. 

~Ir. CRAWFORD (J[ount Jlorgan): It was 
not his intention to follow in detail tho 
spcecho:J that had been delivered. Shortlv, 
he did not like the mea•·uro at all, for the 
reason that power was being given to tho 
now directors of the Mount Morgan Company 
which he f<'ared would be used to tbo detri­
ment of Mount :Morgan. It >Yas strange to 
him that during the twenty-five year;; when 
the old directors were in power the utility 
of share warrants was not discovered, but 
so soon as the old family directors disap­
pear; d and the new directorP, who had only 
a ca ,h connection with Mount ::VIorgan, ap­
peared. tho utility of share warrants was dis­
covered. He was very much afraid that 
trey would only be used to make Mount 
Morgan a market min<>, and he thought an}­
thmg that would do that would be against 
the intcre·,ts of Central Queensland. \Yith­
out saying any more, he would vote for any 
amendrrwnt which >vould haYe the effect of 
preventing the Bill coming into force. 

The SECRETAHY FOR Pl.'BLIC IX­
STRCCTIO::'\: He was afraid there was a 
great dral of mis, onception \Vith regard to 
this particular clam0, and although at tho 
outset he guarded himsdf from any pretenc~ 
of knowledge as to what happmwd on tho 
Stock Exchange, he etill thought the autho­
rities which he had quoted wero .ctifficient 
to shm' the genuineness of the amendment. 
His own experience was that those who 
claim<"d to hayc most knowl0dge of tho 
Steck Exchange were those who had S'Jffcrcd 
mo. t, but that !mow ledge had no bearing on 
that particular clause. It was attacked on 
tho ground that if passed in its present form 
ro1·enue would be lost to Qu<'ensland. 

Mr. McCoRMACK: ~\nd the people will be 
injured. 

The SECRETARY FOH PUBLIC IN­
STRt:CTION: That was tho chief part of 
the charge-that tho revenue would suffer; 
but thPy had the answer of the man who was 
supposed to know his business, who said that 
so far from thoro being a loss the reYenue 
would gain. That was the Commissioner of 
Stamps. He did not think there was any 
man who would put him,elf up as an autho­
rity against Mr. Mitchell. 

Mr. HARDACRE: Did he initiate it himself? 

Tho SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STIUJCTIO::\': Did an officer of the public 
service initiate lf.'gislation? 

:Yir. HARDACRE : Then he had something 
submitted to him ? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: Precisely. 

Mr. HARDACRE: Then we have a right to 
know what it was. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: He presumed that he had 

submitted to him tho question whether stamp 
dub on three times the nominal value of 
r·,hai·os would cause a lo:os to accrue to the 
Stabo or not, and his answer was that, as the 
la;Y now stood, he was of opinion that the 
revenue would gain by the proposed . altera­
tion. Now, it was said that tho English law 
had lately been altered, and han. members 
had hinted that it would be a great derelic­
tion of duty on his part to introduce the 
measure under those circumstances. \V ell, 
he to8k the responsibility of whatevt•r he did. 
He had authority tliat ho thought was suffi· 
cicnt to justify the action he had taken, and 
he had already given it to the House~a 
quotation from the latest authority, Top­
man's Company Law of 1910, which was aftN 
that of the Act quoted by the hon. member 
for Loichhardt-

" \Yhen shar0s arc fully paid the com­
pany may (if authorised by its regula­
tions) issue share warrants under seal, 
stating that the bearer of the warrant is 
ontitlPd to tho shares thNein specified. 
The ··hares then become transferable by 
delivery of the share warrant. 

'' Su~h share warrants are (probably) 
negotiable instruments (Be~huanaland 
Exploration Co. v. London Trading 
Dank, 1L98, 2 Q.B. 658, sec p. 157). 

"Kate that this can only be dono when 
th~ shares are fully paid. J'\o' stamp duty 
is pay~tble on transfer, but,;_~ h('aYy star:np 
duty must be p.,.icl wht:n the warrants are 
first is~~ued.'' 

Tho Act the hon. member quoted was an 
Act "To grant certain dutie'· of Customs 
and Inland Hovenuo, to alter other duties, to 
amnnd the Law rolatin?" to Customs and In­
land Re,-onue, and make other provisions for 
the financial arrangenwnts of tho y.<·ar." It 
was dated 20th J um, 1899. SubsectiOn (2) of 
clause 4, Part II., "Stamps," was as fol­
lows:-

" Thor<' shall be charged on every in­
strument to bearer, not being a share 
warrant or ,tack certificate to bearer 
charged undt'r the foregoing provision, 
by means of which any ehare or stock 
of anv company or bodv of persons 
formed or <'·Jabiished out ·of the Gnited 
Kingdom is, aft0r the first day of 
August, 1899, assigned, transferred, or in 
an_y manner negotiated, in the United 
Kmgdom, a stamp duty of 3d. for every 
£25 of the nominal value of the share 
or stock.'' 

That was what the hon. member read and what 
he (:'vir. Blair} pointed out had no reference 
to the matter. The clause which did refer 
to the share warrants was subclause (1), as 
follows:-

" There shall be charged . . . . . 
on everv share warrant or stock certifi­
cate to 'bearer by m<~ans of which any 
share or stock of any company or body of 
persons formed or established ollt of the 
United Kingdom is, after the first day of 
August, 1899, assigned, transferred, or in 
any manner negotiated in the United 
Kingdom, a stamp duty of 1s. for eyery 
£10 and also for any fractional part of 
£10 in the case of a marketable securitv 
of the money thereby secured, and in the 
case of a share warrant or stock certifi­
cate of the nominal value of the share or 
stock to which the warrant or certificate 
relates." 

That was the English law of 1909. The law 

Hon. J. W. Blai1·.] 
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now brought in proposed to take a duty of 
three times the nominal value, and he wished 
to point out this distinction-that the Eng­
lish duty was on the share warrants of any 
company " formed or established out of the 
United Kingdom." If he looked at the 
Bill he would find that, instead of decrea~ing 
the duty, it was increasing it. Whether 
they WNe increasing it sufficiently or should 
inc~ease it still further was a matter for the 
Committee. But the Act he had quoted did 
not show anything for which the hon. mem­
ber had contended. It showed that under 
that law share warrants of companies issued 
out of the United Kingdom paid a less duty 
than what they were seeking to make share 
warrants pay under that Bill. The hon. 
member for Merthyr seemed to think that 
the issuing of share warrants would turn 
one company here into a marketing company 
-marketing its shares. If han. members 
would consider what a share warrant really 
was, they would realise that 'hare warrants 
would assist mining by enabling people who 
had parcels of good shares to get advances 
to allow them to carry on. 

Mr. McCORMACK (Cairns) : It was 
generally agreed that the payment of stamp 
duty on three times the nominal value was 
a fair thing in connection with shares, but 
would people take up share warrants in a 
company when they could get scrip? They 
would utilise the oJd scrip until the shares 
were worth three times the nominal value. 
The Secretary for Public Instruction had 
stated that he had asked the Commissioner 
a certain question, but he (Mr. McCormack) 
would like to ask the han. gentleman, did 
he state that a company had bought 400,000 
shares at £3 lOs. per share, and that he 
would lose stamp duty on lOs. on each of 
those share'? Did the han. gentleman ask 
the Commissioner that question, or did he 
ask him a question on general lines? In 
dealing with this clause, they appeared to 
be dealing with a special case-the case of 
the Mount Morgan Gold Mining Company, 
and a concession was going to be given to 
that company of the stamp duty on £200,000. 
The amount paid for the 400,000 shares 
would be £1,400,000, and under the share 
warrant .system they would only pay stamp 
duty on £1,200,000. Consequently, Queens­
land would lose a stamp duty on £200,000. 
Another view of the matter was the injury 
that would result to the Queensland mining 
industry. The hon. member for Merthyr 
spoke very feelingly in regard to the flota­
tion of "wild-cat" schemes on the London 
market, and the making of huge sums of 
money by some people. "What was the 
result? Stagnation of the Queensland min­
ing industry. There were any amount of 
good shows in North Queensland to-day that 
were languishing for the want of capital. 
but people would not touch them. Some of 
those propositions could well do with an 
increase of capital to enable them to employ 
a larger amount of labour than they were 
able to do at present. The other night the 
Secretary for Public Instruction interjected 
that a director could not hold share war­
rants, but a director might be only the 
figurehead of a man who held a large in­
terest in a mining venture, and the issue 
of share warrants would enable him to get 
out, and the small holder would be left to 
"nurse the baby," because the director, or 
big man in the show, got first information. 
It might not be a dividend-paying concern, 
but there were mines in Queensland which 

[H on. J. W. Bla·ir. · 

were at present paying handsomely, and the 
shares were very high in the market, but 
the holders of those shares would take the 
first opportunity of getting rid of them if 
they could get anyone to buy. The small 
holders were not given information regard­
ing the position of such mines. The result 
would be that the neople in England who 
held large parcels of shares would get rid 
of them under the share warrant system, 
and no one would know that the big holder 
had sold, and the real investor-it was the 
investor they wanted-would be caught, as 
he usually was. The newspapers stated 
they were dividend-paying concerns, and the 
small investor took the shares at their face 
value; and he found, after twelve months' 
working, after paying another dividend, that 
the mine had petered out, and those people 
who had invested in various companies would 
say, "No more Queensland for me." He 
admitt-ed that that was being done at pre­
sent, and always would be done, but still 
the issuing of share warrants would give 
those people an easier way of getting out. 

HoN. R. PHILP (Totcnsville) said he 
could not follow the arguments of the hon. 
member for Cairns at all. It seemed to 
him that the Government were going to 
make a present to somebody of "' big lot of 
stamp duty. They were asking the Com­
mittee to allow a number of shares to be 
stamped on three times their face value, 
while those shares at the present time were 
worth more than three times their face value. 
Under the present law, a single transfer 
would bring in more revenue to the Go­
vernment, as they would have to pay stamp 
duty on £3 lOs., but if the Bill was passed, 
after once paying stamp duty on . £3, they 
would escape any further taxatiOn. He 
knew of shares having been transferred 
twentY or thirty times, and they had paid 
stamp duty on each occasion, because all 
shares in a dividend-paying company were 
immediately transferred on being sold. No­
bodv collected dividends in another man's 
name, and he thought the Bill was a mis­
take. It seemed to him that the prP'ent law 
was fair enough. All transfers were not 
negotiable until they were stamped. He 
remembered the time when the Mount Mor­
gan shares were stamped on £15 or £16, 
and he had paid stamp duty on that amount 
himself. He could not understand how the 
Bill would help the Treasurer, and he hoped 
the Government would reconsider it. 

Mr. MACARTNEY (Toouoong) said he did 
not think anv hon. member could deny, 
if the clause" was passed ·!IS printed, that 
there might po,sibly be a loss of revenue in 
connection with the particular shares that 
had been mentioned. That must be so, if the 
shares were worth £3 lOs. and the duty 
was onlv levied on three times the nominal 
value, ~hich was £1. The position the Go­
vernment were placed in was that the 
clause is not a special clause for any 
one company. It was an amendr;tent of the 
Companies Act to meet the reqmrements of 
all companies for the time to come, and to 
bring the laws of Queensland in regard to 
companies into line with the companies' law 
in other places. As a legal practitioner, he 
knew that frequently the question arose as 
to whether a company should be registered 
in New South Wales, or Victoria, or. in 
Queensland. It was naturally desired, where 
it could be .arranged, that a company carry­
ing on operations in Queensland should be 
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registered in Queensland, and they were con­
tinually faced with the difference between 
the Queensland laws and the Victorian and 
other laws.. They were told, for instance, 
that there was no duty at all on transfers of 
scrip in Victoria. He was not in a position 
to say whether that was the law or not, but 
the matter had been frequently brought 
before him as an argument, and companies 
which might have become registered in 
Queensland, and have their head office and 
management in Queensland, had conse­
quently been registered in New South Wales 
or Victoria, with great loss of revenue to 
Queensland, and possibly loss of protection 
to many people in Qneensland. If the c~ause 
was passed in its present form, he did not 
think there was likely to be any great loss 
of revenue to Queensland, as a share warrant 
was a dangerous security for any man to 
handle or to lwep in his safe. Being nego­
tiable by delivery, it was like a sovereign or 
:a bank-note-the person who got his hands 
on it could negotiate it and deprive the 
owner of his titlB. If there was any loss of 
revenue, they always had the power to alter 
the Stamp Act, and, if necessary, get more 
revenue £rom it. There was another matter 
for consideration. When framing their laws, 
they should encourage people to come to and 
carry on business in Queensland, and there 
was a great deal to be said for the clause 
from that particular point of view. He 
could not realise the argument put forward 
by the han. member for Cairns and the 
lc;,der of the Opposition with regard to the 
Bill being purely a measure for the .handling 
of shares. He could see nothing of that in 
it. If share warrants had proved such a 
curse, and had been the means of large 
swindles being perpetrated in other parts of 
the world, surely han. members would realise 
that details of such could be found in the 
law reports and instances be quoted. It 
was a. mere bogey, and the clause mig.ht be 
very well passed as printed. Assuming that 
the duty was increased-personally he had 
no objection to that-the trouble would be 
that the increased duty would apply to the 
shareholders of other companies, who, per­
haps, were not able to stand it as well as the 
shareholders of the company referred to. 
After all, it was not the company who had 
to pay; it was the people who invested in 
the companies' shares. He knew what the 
oonvenience of those share warrants was. 
In London it offered means of raising 
money at a moment's notice for the benefit 
of the holders of shares, as they were not 
called upon to have transfers of shares 
r<>gistered before they could get the use of 
the money they required. It was a conveni­
ence which they appreciated, and which they 
looked for in companies, and if they could 
not get it in one form they would probably 
get it in the other-the other form would be 
the registration of a company of that kind in 
London, instead of in Queensland, or the 
transfer of the undertaking to an English 
company. So far as the Queensland people 
were concerned, there was nothing in the 
world to stop a Queensland shareholder trans­
ferring his shares to the London register, 
and dealing with them on the other side, in 
which case there would be no duty payable 
in Queensland at all. 

Mr. HUNTER: We could stop that, could 
we not? 

Mr. MACARTNEY: The hon. member 
oould stop a good deal, but if he stopped 

some things they would not come here. They 
could stop anything-they could kill any­
thing-but he took it that it was not the 
desire of hon. members to do that. It was 
a common-sense proposition to give Queens­
land as good a show in the markets of the 
world as Victoria ,and New South Wales. 

Mr. RY A~: The speech of the Minister 
seemed to him tD be merely a special plea 
for a large company. He understood that 
the sha1·e warrant system was adopted in 
other countries and other States, but he also 
agreed with the han. member for Townsville, 
whose remarks were quite justified when he 
said that this was intended to make a· pre­
sent to certain people. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: Did I contradict? 

Mr. RYA~: The hon. member did not 
contradict, and he understood by his inter­
jection that he agreed; and if he agreed that 
it was to be a present to this company, h,e 
should be prepared to take some steps to 
prevent that present being made. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. RYAN: What they had objected to 
from the start was that this measure should 
be brought in at this juncture to oblige the 
Mount Morgan Gold Mining Company. He 
had been particularly careful to ask whether 
any other company had asked for this legis­
lation, and the Chief Secretary was candid, 
and said" No." So that, because some syndi­
cate had bought a large parcel of shares,. they 
wanted this passed to suit their convenience. 
He had heard of no demand from any other 
companies to have a share warrant system in 
operation here. They were told by the han. 
member for Fitzroy, and other members 
opposite, that the share warrants would not 
be used much in Queensland. They objected 
to pass this measure simply to suit the Mount 
Morgan Company. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: If it is a good thing, what 
does it matter who it is? 

Mr. RYA~: If it was a good thing, why 
not have done it before? Why should they 
do away with a large amount of stamp duty 
which should go to the revenue? Let them 
pay their stamp duty, and if it was necessary 
to come to a share warrant system they could 
then do so; but, personally, he did not think 
it was necessary to have 'a share warrant 
system. He had not heard any han. member 
say how the interests of Queensland were 
going to be protected by having share war­
rants. 

Mr. MACARTNEY : Companies will register 
here, and carry on business here. 

Mr. RYAN: He thought they should be 
registered here, and he had said before that 
he would have a company law to. compel 
them to be registered here to carry on busi­
ness. 

Mr. HuNTER: That is not what the hon. 
member for Toowong suggests. 

Mr. RYAN : No ; the han. member for 
Toowong suggested that companies would 
not register in Queensland at all, that they 
would carry on business here~ but register 
in London. He would be qmte ready and 
willing to pass a law that they should be 
compelled to register in Qutlensland. He 
would not be at all afraid of the bogey that 
they were going to take the first ship and 
clear out, and he did not think that it would 
frighten the people of Queensland. He knew 

A.fr. Ryan.l 

.· 
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that many fairminded business people w<ere 
strong!~ of opinion that companih carrying 
on busmess in t2ucensland should be com­
pelled to register in Queensland. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: I was speaking of the 
main rcgistratio.n-tlw domicile of the com­
pany. 

:\Ir. RYAN: He should make every com­
pany have a rcci .. terc•d olll< e in Queensland 
before they could carry on businecs. 

:\lr. MACARTNEY: If you can have an office 
in Brisbane, all th3 l dter. 

Mr. RYAN: Quite so. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: The Mount l\Iorc an Com­
pany htcs its head office in Qneonsland. 

Mr. RY_\N: That was for tho convenienc·· 
of the l\lo.unt :\]organ Company, not for the 
people of Queensland. It would be a riclicu · 
Ions thing in connection with a New South 
Wales company, because it had ito head office 
there, not to allo:~· it to do business here 
until it established its head office here. 

Mr. 2/IACARTNEY: If you can get it it 
would be a very good thing to have. 

Mr. RY_'iN: If they could get it; but he 
was quite prepared to take tho risk of the 
Mount l\iorgan Companv shifting its head 
office to L<mdon. lie would be quite willing 
to place a check upon them to see that they 
did not do it. He could see no. rD,on why 
this mE asurc should be brought in at the 
request of the J\Iount Morgan Company. A 
cable appeared to have been recently received, 
which appeared to have been a mandate to 
the UoYcrnment, hecan -.,1 this meaF:ure was 
listed at the top of the l::usincss sheet, and 
there "as important business h•low it. 'The 
hon. member lor ::\laranoa quoted an extract 
from the "AustraliiRian In·,nrancc ana Bank­
ing Record " as follows : ·-

" Shareholders on thl' Sydney and Lon­
don regi ... ters will be ablo to vote at gene­
ral meetings of tho company by lodging 
proxies at branch ofllce;;:, particulars of 
which will be t<'lcgraphed or cable<! to. 
the ht ad office; the companv hkes power 
to isbuo share ·warrantS\ so~ soon a~ tho 
QueQnsland law permits this." 

There was no demand for this amendment of 
the company law. He was sure hon. mem­
bers were surprised that F \Ch a proposal had 
bePn bro.ught in-that because this r0solution 
had been pas-oPel, the company would take 
power to is-me shar,' 'varrants; and that, as 
Foon a·• the Queen·3land l:nv permitted. the 
Queensland Government had to forthwith set 
ab~:mt altering the law accordingly. lio 
objected to that. He agreed vith the hon. 
member fo.r To·,"nsville and other han. mem­
bers on tho opposite side, 'Yho hatl placed 
tho qur,stion very fairly, and proved the 
necessity for having this matter adjourned 
from last week. There "as no urgency about 
it, and the Government would be we!l.aclvi&ad 
to allow the matter to go further down 011 

the list. From the nature of the discussion, 
they could not think that this was some 
opposition g-ot up by Oppo,,ition members 
simply to obstruct them; it had been brought 
up on both side.s. The Government had i:tot 
!liven any sufficient reason why this legisla­
tion should be passed, and without anv loss 
of dignity, and in deference to the wishes 
expressed on both sides, they could refrain 
from putting this measure through. If some 
intimation of that kind were made by the 

[Mr. Ryan. 

Chief Secretary or the l'.Iinister in charge 
of the Bill it would faoilitat<; matters, and 
tlwy could get on with business of a more· 
important character. 

l~Ir. HARDACRE did n<.t think the Minis­
tor "as very clear on the matter, and he 
would like to qLtotc section 4 of the English 
Finance Act oi 1899, which read as follows:-

" Thoro sh.: ll be charged o.n every 
marketable s<.curity made or issued by or 
on bohalf of aLy foreign Sc1to or Govern­
rnent, or foreign cGJoniaL,~Inunicipal body~ 
corporation, or con1p3.ny, being a security 
transferable by delivery, which 

(a) Is after the 1.t clay of August, 
l88':1, n.:.si necl, tran~J·.''lTPJ, o.r in 
any ILanner negotiated in the· 
'United KingJom, n:d 

(IJ) Is not under the law existing at the 
passing of thi·, Act chargeable ·,,•ith 
stamp duty as a mark0table security 
transfer,:ble by delivery, 

and on every share "'arrant or stock 
certificate to bearer ... " 

There had to be a duty of 1s. for every £10. 
or fractional part of £10 on every negotiation 
after the original invbtment. That had 
nothing to do with the duty on three times 
the non1inal au1ount on tho original issue. 
'Whether that appljed to share warrants in 
com•Janies formed in Great Britain or t(} 
shar-e warrants in companies formed out of 
Great Britain "~s not quite clear, because it 
concluded with a dragnet statement-

" and in the case of a share warrant 
or stock certificate of the nominal value of 
the share or stock to which the warrant 
or certificate rclate3." 

'The law was not elear, and they should delay 
the matter until they knew the position. 'rhe 
horr. mc•mhor for 'l'oowong ·~aid they migh~ 
as well let this matter go, and they could 
amend the i:ltamp Duties Act in two or three 
weeks, but bv tha< time this transaction 
would be completcrl, and this p:>rticular com­
pany would have issn.c>d Rharc ..,~, arrants, and 
"onld not hav€' paid duty on tho ac~ual 
market value. It 1Yas ,~~ ~Jin1ilar ca ,....., to that 
in which the Comn'omvealth Parliament 
rPpcaletl the s.1gar bountie', and excise, >Yhen 
there was a loss to tlw t:lt:tto of some 
£120,000. They were liable to make a mis­
take if they passed this now and tried to 
anwnd the Stamp Act latr•r o.n. If they 
want0cl to amend the stamp duties they 
should brinp,- down an amendment of the 
Stamp Dnties ~.1.ct. :<~lcl inclnd" all companies. 
He hoped the J\Tini<tcr '>'Ou],j not go any 
further with the matter. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
8TH L:l 'TIO=": In order to easo the mind 
of the hon. member for Lcichhanlt he had 
cent for some autho.ritiu on the sta~p laws. 
"!fighmoro on Stamp Laws," third edition, 
said-

" A duty of an amount equal to three 
times the amount of the ad valorem 
stamp duty which would he chargeable 
on a deed transferring the share or 
shares or stock epecified in the warrant 
or cprtificat<>, if tho consideratio.n for the 
transfer were the nominal value of such 
share or shar0s or stock." 

J\lr. HARDACRE: That is quite correct. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION hoped there would be no fur­
ther doubt that the English law was what 
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was included in thi, Bill-three times the 
non1inal value. " Alpo" said the ~",arne as 
Highmore. 

1\lr. li.IIWACRE: I agree with that. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STl{~iCl'IO:\f; The hon. member 1ms quoting 
an En!!hsh Act of 1899 which, he said, 
amended what was contained in this Dill. 

1\lr. HARDACRE: I saicl it wa,, stamp duty 
on subsequent negotiation~. 

The SECRE'l'AHY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRL:CTION: That was wh •rv tho hon. 
men1ber \Vas confusnd. Tho s+-amp duty on 
share warrants was afterwards extended to 
similar negotiable instruments-imtrumentc 
which resembled share warrants. Under the 
British law and Kcw Zealand, there was a 
&ramp duty on three times the nominal value. 
\Vhat the hon. member referred to v, as 
this-

" Tho stamp duty charged under the 
Stamp .\ct, 1S91. on share warrants issued 
under the provisions of the Companies 
Act, 1867, shall extend to-" 

This was an amendment of the 1891 Act­
" any instrument to bearer issued by or 
on behalf of any company or body of 
[Wrsons formed or o,ctablished in tho 
United Kingdom." 

Mr. HARDACRE: I did not refer to that 
section at all. I referred to section 4. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: There was no doubt whatever 
that in England the law was to charge 
stamp duty on share warrants equal to three 
times the nominal value of the share. 

Mr. MURPHY: 'No are all agreed on that. 

Mr. HARDACRE : I never disputed that. 

Mr. HUNTER hoped that the Minister 
would be guided by the hon. member for 
Leichhardt with regard to tho advisability 
of postponing the consideration of this mea­
sure to a Ia ter date. It seemed to him that 
the more information the Committee got 
on the subject the more reason there was 
for waiting for further information. He 
thought, after the speech made by the han. 
member for Cairns in reference to the "wild 
cat " mBthod of floating companies in Great 
Britain, and the injuries inflicted by them 
on tho invec,ting public, who had declined 
to enter into investments in the North, was 
very strong reason why this proposal i•hould 
not be continued. He regarded with a great 
deal more apprehension the effect that ihe 
passage of the Bill would have on the min­
ing industry than the effect it would have 
on the revenue. It was quite true that the 
Treasury was handing over stamp duty 
equal to the difference between the amount 
paid on £1,200,000 and the amount paid on 
£1,400,000. To that extent the Queensland 
Treasury was going to suffer a loss, but that 
was a small matter comparBd with the in­
jury that might come to the mining industry, 
and that was one which the Committee 
should jealously guard. The syndicate were 
taking 400.000 share,, and they wanted to 
make something out of them. The syndicate 
were not concerned whether Mount Morgan 
was going- to have a prosperous mining 
future. They were not going to spend money 
in developmental work, but would make 
what they could out of it. That was not 
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the case with tho old Mount Morgan Com­
pany. That company had spent money 
in developing tho mine, and they treated 
their employees well. But tho scene would 
be changed at the passing of this Act, 
because the svndicate would want to make 
as much monev out of it as they could, 
and the Committee should not give its con­
sent to that sort of thing. It was their plain 
duty to put every obstacle in tho way of 
such a thing happening. Mount Morgan had 
been a successful mine all these years, and 
it was dividend paying. It was a matter 
of great importance to the State that the 
company had been an honest, straight-going 
concern for years. There was a fear that 
all that would be altered bv the passage of 
this Bill, because the syni.licate who took 
the 400,000 shares could buy and sell as they 
pleased. They would be actual buyers on 
the open market, but they would be getting 
rid of the sharec at an inflated value, and 
they would be doing it silently. They would 
get out of tho whole concern, and that sort 
of thing would not redound t<J the credit of 
Queensland. The Government would be well 
advised to drop the whole business. It was 
no argument to state that it was the law 
in Kow South \Vales or Victoria. They were 
told by the hon. member for Merthyr that 
the sharebrokers in the South did not stand 
on the same high level that they did in 
the Northern State. 

The bell indicated that the hon. member's 
time had expired. 

Mr. LENNON (Herbert): When this 
measure was first introduced he regarded it 
as objectionable, but he thought it was a 
harmless affair. With the information that 
had come from both sides of the Committee, 
particularly with regard to the transaction 
of the 400,000 shares, it looked as if the 
Government were at the beck and call of 
any large syndicate that was out to make 
money. It was quite clear that the Govern­
ment was prepared to do everything they 
could to facilitate the workings of any largo 
syndicate formed for tho purpose of manipu­
lating Mount Morgan shares. It wa,q all 
verv well for the Minister for Public In­
struction to inform the Committee that the 
Commissioner of Stamps informed him that 
there would not be any loss of revenue. He 
(Mr. Lennon) was at a loss t<J understand 
how the Commissioner arrived at that con­
clusion. That opinion might have been 
expressed by tho Commissioner in a general 
way, but did the Minister submit to him the 
question whether this particular proposal 
would mean a loss of revenue? As a matter 
of fact, they knew that the revenue would 
suffer to the extent of £500 by the trans­
action of the 400,000 shares. If the Bill 
were passed, it would involve a transaction 
covering £1,200,000, whereas three times the 
present market value of Mount Morgan 
shares would involve a transaction of 
£1,400,000. That represented a difference 
of £200,000, and taking tho stamp duty at 
6d. for every £10, it worked out exactlv as 
a loss of £500. The Government were quite 
willing to allow this syndicate to get the 
benefit of that £500, yet they would not 
assist in the development of some of the 
decadent mining fields, nor would they assist 
in prospecting ventures. The Government 
were extremely niggardly in their prospect­
ing and mining proposals, and yet, with the 
largeness that was peculiar to them, they 

Mr. Lennon.] 



1090 Companies Acts [ASSEMBLY.] Amendment Bill. 

were presenting this company with £500. 
.1! or that reason, he must certainly oppose it. 

The PREMIER : Tho hon. member for 
Herbert said the Government was at the 
beck and call of the syndicate. An insult to a 
well-organised and well-conducted corpora­
tion ! It would be generally allowed that the 
Mount Morgan Company had been conducted 
with great integrity-of recent years, at any 
rate. (Hear, hear !) The gambling time had 
passed by some long time since, and Mount 
Morgan stock had been investor,' stock and 
not gamblerb' stock for many years. There 
was nothing in tho world to indicate that 
there had been a chango of front. Happily, 
this gr?at mine was held by strong people; 
othennse, what was once a great goldmine 
might have been exploited, and at the present 
time operations would have ceased. They all 
knew now that Mount :Morgan was not mnch 
of a gold pro12o.sition; it was now mainly a 
copper proposition. It was also common 
knowledge that the Mount Morgan Company 
wore reorganising their works with the vimv 
of perpetuating the mine. They had no wish 
to exploit the people at all. Tho remodelling 
,f the Mount Morgan works involved a very 
arge expenditure, and it v;as being done with 
.he view of continuing the mine-as they 
wped It would·-for many a long year. 
:Hear, !war!) There was nothing in the 
1ature of a gamble so far as his knowledge of 
~he matter went. A great deal had been said 
about 400,000 shares having been sold; but 
he had no knowledge of it. 

Mr. RYAN : The N agrom syndicate. 

The PREMIER: Had those shares been 
transferred yet ? 

Mr. RYAN: No, not at all. 

The PREMIER : The main objection to 
the clause seemed to be that Queensland 
would lose some £500 of revenue that they 
would recover as an ordinary share transfer. 

Mr. RYAN: That is to begin with. That 
is the beginning of the whole trouble. 

The PREMIER : That would be met. 

Mr. HARDACRE: How? 

The PREMIER : They could provide that 
stamp duty be paid either upon t)Jree times 
the. nommal value or upon tho market price, 
whwhever of the two be the higher at the 
im.e of issuing of the warrant. 

Mr. RYAN: Would you introduce an 
.tmendment to that effect? 

The PREMIER : I think so. 

Mr. RYAN : Then that would meet the case. 

The PREMIER : But the amendment 
mst be properly drafted, and to have it 
roperiy drafted they would have to defer 
onsideration of it. He would not willingly 
llow any P"rty to get an advantage over the 
"'pasury. The Treasury was not in a position 

that it could afford to let anyone get at it. 
If It. was true that the Treasury would be 
dcpnved of as3essment on lOs. a share then 
the:<· could meet that with an amendme~t that 
would at least protect the revenue. 

Mr. RYAN: You are going to give the 
Draftsman a very hard job. 

Mr. MuRPHY: It is impossible. 

[Mr. Lennon. 

The PRE::Y1IER : If it was an impossible 
job, they would have to admit that it was 
Impossible, but as an ordinary layman, it 
occurred to him that it might be done. 

Mr. RYAN: "rt is not so easy as it looks" 

The PRE::YliER : He was prepared to 
secure the amount of the market value. 

Mr. MuRPHY: The trouble is to get at the 
market value of shares. 

The PREMIER : Some members said that 
the market value was £3 lOs.~-

Mr. RYAN: You arc making a law to meet 
all companies. 

The PRE::YIIER : That was the only way 
in which he could see that there would be 
a protection for the revenue. \Vith regard 
to share warrants being required for the 
purpose of defrauding· the revenue, that had 
been fully argued by the ::\Iinister ip charge 
of the Bill. Reference hctd been made to the 
fact that the :Mount Morg:cn Company were 
the only folk who ask+:cl for it. 

Mr. RYAN: You told us so yourself. 

Th0 PREMIER: He said so; and, so far as 
his knowledge went, it was perfectly true. 

Mr. \VrNSTANLEY: They are not the only 
people who will benefit by it. 

The PHE::YHER : He was merely telling 
the facts as he knew them. He was of 
opinion that it would be of zreat benefit to 
Queensland mines and to ~ueensland de­
velopment, because, at the present time, 
some of the largest Cloncurry concerns were 
registered in the South, and they could b2 
handled there without paying any stamp 
duty at all. He concluded that Queensland 
should come into line with the other States, 
so as to issue share 'varrants. In N<nv South 
\Vales and in Victoria they charg<>d no duty at 
all; in :'\few z,ealand and in England duty 
was charged on three times the nominal value. 
\Yere the>· in Queensland going to arrogate to 
themselves a superiority over tho whole uni­
verse with regard to this matter? The real 
object in view was to enable holders in 
Great Britain to handle their stock advan­
tageously. 

Mr. RYAN: It would be just as well if we 
had it before this goes through. 

The PREMIER: What he meant by the 
remark was that, if anybody here wanted an 
advance-£100,000 or £50,000-it took a little 
negotiation or arrangement; but financiers 
were accustomed to heavy transactions for a 

briilf period in Gr<:at Britain or 
[5.30 p.m.] on the Continent. If he wanted 

£50,000, and had warrants on a 
well-known company, there would be no diffi­
culty in getting immediate assistance, and that 
was, he believed, the simple reason why the 
company wanted to get these warrants. The 
matter was brought to his notice only on 
those lines. It was never argued that it 
was going to be " a let out " for them in 
regard to paying duty. He would like to 
see the revenue protected at least to the 
value of the duty that would be payable on 
the market value of the shares, and the 
issue of the warrants would mean a dif­
ference of duty on £200,000-£500. He did 
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,not think that was in the mind of Mr. Casey 
when he desired that arrangement to be 
made. It was merely desired that these war­
rants would b~ nf'gotiable at home, just as 
:vas. the. case. w1th the warrants of other large 
mst!tutwns m that country. 

~r. RYAN: He was very glad that the 
.Chwf Secretary had taken the suggestion 
to move the Chairman out of the chair, 
report progress, and ask leave to sit again. 

The PREMIER: \Yith a view to proi<octing 
the revenue to that oxtent. 

. Mr. ~YAN: He hoped they would not 
.s1t agam. He thought the suggestion to 
make the stamp duty payable on a value 
equal to the market value was a very diffi­
'Cult thing. 

Mr. MURPHY: It is impossible. 

Mr. RY~\.N: He was surprised that the 
Chief Secretary did not know it. The stamp 
<:luty must be fixed when the warrant was 
issued. 

The PRE:MIER : If the value is £3 lOs. to­
nay, could you not fix it at that? 

Mr. MuRPHY: Suppose it is only £2 lOs.? 

Mr. RYAN: The previous adjournment 
had led to very good results, from his point 
of view, and perhaps it was well not to press 
the matter further, and allow the Chief 
Secretary to take the step he proposed. 

The PREMIER : It might be difficult to 
frame an amendment, but he could not 
conceive that there was any insuperable diffi­
<Julty. If the value was £3 lOs., and three 
times the nominal value of the shares wa,, 
£3, then, surely, on the transfer it would 
be assessable at £3 lOs. It seemed to him 
it was practicable, but as they had not the 
Parhamentary Draftsman there, and as it was 
one of those things that could not be hur­
riedly prepare-d, he thought it was better 
that th<' Minister should accept tho sugges­
tion with a vinv to meeting the case so as 
to protect the revenue. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION moved that the Chairman 
leave the chair, report progress, and ask 
leave to sit again. 

Mr. RYAN: He would like to know when 
it was the intention to bring the matter on 
again? He hoped it would go well down 
the list. 

The PREMIER : The Financial Statement 
will be dealt with before this is again intro­
duced. 

Mr. HUNTER: That will be two weeks. 
The PREMIER : It may be a week or two. 

Mr. HARDAURE: He would like to point 
out th'lt they were in a very difficult posi­
tion if they did nothing. They had already 
passed a clause giving authority to a com­
pany to issue share warrants, and they now 
were going to amend the clause fixing the 
charge which was to be made on them. It 
might lead to confusion. 

The PREMIER: It can do nothing until it be­
comes law. 

Question put and passed. 
The House tesumed. The CHAIRMAN re­

ported progress, and leave was given to sit 
.again to-morrow. 

FRIENDLY SOCIETIES BILL. 

CONSIDERATION IN Cmi:MITTEE. 

Clause 1 put and passed. 

On clause 2-" Interpretation "-

Mr. KIRWAN asked what companies were 
covered by the definition on page 3, line 21, 
·" Industrial Trading Societies"-

" Societies established for carrying on 
any labour, trade, or handicraft, whether 
wholesale or retail (including the busi­
ness of working mines or quarries, but 
not including the business of banking), 
and applying the profits to any lawful 
purposes." 

Was he to understand from that that any 
friendly society or trade union which chose 
to register under the Act would be per­
mitted to engage in any trade of that kind? 
For instance, would such a body be allowed 
to start a co-operative store? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRCCTION: He understood that there 
were only three trading societies registered 
under the section. They carried on in a 
very small way, and it was better for them 
to register under the Friendly Societies Act 
than under the Companies Act. There was 
no alteration in the wording of the old Act. 

Cia use put and passed. 
Clause 3 put and passed. 

On clause 4-" Registrar, etc."-

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRC'CTION moved an amendment to add 
the following words to subclause (3) on line 
32-

" such salary and allowances as Parlia­
ment from time to time appropriates for 
that purpose." 

It was practically fixing the salary, which 
could not be put in in "another place," 
and following the wording of the old Act. 

"\.mcndment put and passed. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTIOX moved the addition of a new 
subclause (4), ns follows:-

" The expemcs incm:red in the admin· 
istration of this Act shall be defrayed 
out of the monevs to be from time to 
time appropriated by Parliament for the 
purpose." 

It "as only a machinery clause. 
Amendment put and passed. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTIOX moved the addition of a new 
subclause (5), as follows:-

" The Governor in Council may from 
to time determine the rates of remunera­
tion (if anY) to be paid by societiBs or 
branches fo"r the services of such auditors 
and valuers." 

Amendment put anc\ passed; and clauses, 
as amended, put and passed. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION moved the addition of a new 
clause, to be clause 5, as follows:-

" The Governor in Council may from 
time to time determine a scale of fees 
to be paid for matters to be transacted 
or for the inspection of documents under 
this Act . 

Hon •• T. W. Blr~ir.] 
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" But no fees other than those pre­
scribed by this Act shall be payable for 
the registration of any society or branch 
under this Act, or for the amendment of 
any rules." 

New clause put and passed. 
Clauses 6 and 7 put and passed. 
On clause 8-" What societies may be regis­

tered"-
Mr. KIRWAN asked for some information 

regarding the " specially authori,ed " socie­
ties mentioned in subclauso 6. Was he to 
understand that the Minister would have 
power, on any particular occasion, to say 
whether a society was to be registered under 
the Act or not? He remembered reading 
that the Farmers' Union approached the 
Registrar with a view to registration under 
the Act, and were told that it was impos­
sible. He also saw that they were going to 
approach the Premier, and seek his influence 
in the direction oi having their organisation 
registered. To what societies did the sub­
clause refer'! 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION said: " Specially authorised 
societies" wore those which first of all made 
application to the Registrar, and were then 
referred to the Attorney-General for his 
sanction, and if. on invostigation, it was 
found that they had nothing in their rules 
which conflicted with the regulations or pro­
visions of tho Act, they were duly registered. 

Clause put and passed. 

On clause 9-" Application for registry"­

Mr. PAYNE (Jiitchel/) : There was some-
thing wrong in charging a society £5 5s. for 
registration, and then, under cl<iUSe 13, for 
every rule that was altered a further charge 
of £2 2s. was made. Even if only one word 
was altered, the same fee was charged. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! The hon. 
member must confine his remarks to the 
question before the Committee. 

Mr. PAYNE said he was speaking on 
clause 9. 

The CHAIRMAN: There is no fee in­
cluded in clause 9 yet. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION moved that, on line 9, after 
the word " by," the words " a fee of five 
guineas. Such fee shall be paid to the certi­
fying barrister for his own use," be inserted. 
He would point out that there was no chano-e 
whatever with regard to the fees, as £5 Ss. 
were chargeable under the present Act on 
application for registration. It w<ls con­
side~ed that the _fee was fixed as low as they 
possibly could with safety, as otherwise they 
might have bogus societies or exception all v 
weak societies registered. Surely th2t wa·~ 
not ~oo much. to a~k in return for all the pro­
tectiOn contamed m the Act. Once the regis­
tration fee was paid, no furthPr charg·0 was 
made. 

Amendment agreed to ; and clause, as 
amended, put and passed. 

Clauses 10 to 12, both inclusive, 1--'>.t aud 
passed. 

On clause 13-" Amendments to be regiR­
tered "-

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION moved that the words "a lee 

[Han. J. W. Blm'r. 

of two guineas. Sueh feB shall be paid to 
the certifying barrister for his own use," be 
inserted after the word "by," on line 31. 

Mr. MURPHY: Who is the certifying bar­
rister? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: The certifying barrister, as e. 
rule, was the person appointed by the 
Attorney-General. If there was no certifying 
barrister, the Attorney-General acted as cer­
tifying barrister. 

Mr. WIXSTANLEY: Although no change 
was made in connection with this clause, he 
thought it would be a good thing if ,a change 
could be made, and the charge kept within 
reasonablB bounds. One of the results of 
charging £2 2s. for any alteration in the 
rules was that rules were allowed to go for 
years and years without being revised, and 
practically half the rules were obsolete be­
fore any revision took place. It would be in 
the intere,ts of the societies, and would have 
the tendency of keeping the rules up to date, 
if the charge was fixed at £1 1s. 

Mr. 0' SULLIVAN (Kennedy) thought that 
it would be wise if the charge wa" fixed at 
£1 1s., because, under present conditions, 
friendly >Ocieties kept their rules unregis­
tered for years. If verbal amendments were 
made, they had to be sent down, and the 
certifying barrister charged £2 2s. for really 
no work at all. He hoped the Minister 
would meet the wishes of thB Committee in 
that respect. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION said he had consulted the 
Registrar of Friendly Societies, who in­
formed him that it would be unwise to reduce 
the fee. It was only once a year that the 
rules were sent down to be considered, and, 
although it might be only a r-mall amend­
ment of a word or two, before he could say 
that the rules were valid, he must have a 
certificate from a competent person who had 
gone through all the rules affected. The certi­
fying barrister, if he did his duty, must go 
through the rules to soe that the alteration 
did not in any way affect other rules, and 
it was considered that the fee for the work 
involved was not too much. 

Mr. MAY: Suppose you sent half a dozen 
amendments down at the one time? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: He would deal with one at 
a time. 

Mr. MAY: That is £2 Zs. for eaeh one? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: No, £2 2s. for the lot. It 
would be wise for the Committee to take the 
opinion of the Registrar, who was certainly 
not unfriendly to friendly societies, and who 
thought that the fee should stand tbe same 
as in the Act of 1904. 

Amendment agreed to; and clause, a~ 
amended, put and passed. 

Clauses 14 to 20, both inclusive, put and 
passed. 

On clause 21-" Audit"-

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION said he had had the advan­
tage of having a consultation with the Regis­
trar on the points raised by hon. members 
during the second reading debate, and, as 
the re,ult of that consultation, he movedi 
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that after tho word " to," on line 3, the 
·words "<t hcensed auditor or to" be in­
serted; As had been pointed out, some 
soci?tles had already appointed a licensed 
auditor themselves. Some verv strono- socie­
ties appro_ved of ~hat course, and the"' Regis­
trar considered It would not be wise to 
interfero with them, but allow them to con· 
tinue that practice. At the same time in 
connection with a.!! societies there must be 
two auditors or a licensed auditor. He 
thought the amendment would satisfy some 
of the objections raised on the second read­
ing debate. 

Mr. McCORMACK sugge:Jted that the 
books of friendly societies should be audited 
by Government auditors in the same way as 
the books of hospitals. It would save ,a, 
good deal of expense to the societies if some 
amendment were made allowino- Government 
auditors to inspect tho book~ of friendly 
societies once a year, at any time a Govern­
ment auditor happened to be in the district. 
Auditing b:r licensed auditors cost the socie­
ties a g·ood deal of money. In some districts 
they charged £5 5s. Those districts in the 
past had been getting their auditing done 
fr 0°, and allowed the monev to go to the 
widows and orphans' fund. He tho'ught that 
tho Auditor-GenNal should arrange so that 
the Go_ver_nment auditor when making visits 
to a district should also conduct an audit of 
the friendly society's books and call atten· 
t!on to any irregularities th~re might be, but 
smce the tea adjournment the Minister had 
informed him that the Reo-istrar had made 
inquiries into the matter, "'and thought the 
pre~ent method would be most satisfactory. 
~e was satisfied that the Regi,trar was using 
his best endeavours to make this ·a good Bill 
for the friendly societies, so he would not 
pre '>S the matter. 

Mr. w:INSTANLE)'" (Queenton) was thor­
oughly m accord With the sentiments ex· 
pressed by the hon. I'lember for Cairns. The 
an1endmcnt tvas an improvement on existinO' 
conditions, but it left existino- conditions just 
as they were, assuming that "'the returns sent 
down to the Regietrar were correct. It was 
quite possible for the returns as far as the 
R<>gistrar was concerned, t~ be perfectly 
correct. and yet the books from which they 
had been made up could be anything but 
correct. It was well known that se,cretaries 
in recent times had sent down returns to 
wh!ch no exception had been taken, and 
which appeared to the Registrar to be in per· 
feet order, but when the books had been 
examined they had bo?n found to be in an 
improper condition, and :in son1o instances 
the FeCI'ct<tries had got away with the funds. 
While it made it optional if the societies 
wishc~ to. take on .the expense of engaging 
a pr01C'8Ion:d aud1tor-and a strong lodge 
would be able to do it-it was not likBlv that 
anyt11ing could be done in that connect!'on by 
small brancheo. In most lodo-es two members 
were appointed to audit th~ books. <md in 
some cases they were well qualified,· while in 
ot.hers they were not. They had to take the 
cu,o from the secretary, who, if he wanted to 
mislead them, could do so. Sometimes the 
audit '':as satisfactory, but in many m· 
~tances It had not been satisfactory. It was 
1n large centres, where there were plenty of 
qualified auditors to be got, that the defalca· 
tions had takf'n placA, not in the isolak,d dis­
tricts. It would have been a good thing in 
the intereots of the societies if t.he amend-

mont had gone further and made it incum· 
bent, without placing any expense on the 
societies themselves, that if a Government 
auditor did not think it necosmry to audit 
tho books he should, at any rate, inspc•ct 
them, and he could easily satisfy himself 
whether they were kept correctly or not. 
The official> in connection with schools of 
arts and other institutions knew that at any 
time the Government inspector might drop 
in and look through the books. If it was 
the same in connection with friendly societies, 
it would have the effect of making officials 
keep their books up to date, and it was 
regrettable that the Minister had not seen fit 
to provide that a Government auditor should 
see the books once a year to ascertain that 
they were kept in good order. He thought 
that was done in England. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN was sorry the Minister 
did not see his way clear to accept the sug· 
gcstion of Opposition members, because it 
was in tho interests of friendly societies to 
have a proper audit for their own protection. 
Generally, a man who was well known 
amongst friendly societied was appointed as 
auditor, but many of those men were not 
qualified, and it would be far bettor if the 
Government insisted on a licens-c:d auditor. 
But for the supervision of the Registrar, 
friendly societies would not be in a, good a, 
po.cition as the.'' were to-da''• and to com· 
plete the whole thing the Government should 
insid upon a qualified auditor going through 
the books. He was informed that the ex· 
pense would only amount to something like 
£3 per branch, and there wonld be thousands 
of pounds saved to the societies by this judi­
cious outlay. It would be wise if the Com· 
mittee insisted on that amendment. 

Amendment (lf,Ir. Blair's) agreed to. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION moved, as a consequential 
amendment, the insertion of " auditor or" 
before " auditors," on line 24. 

Amendment agreed to. 

On thr; motion of the SECRETARY FOR 
PUBLIC INSTRCCTIO~, the word " ob· 
jects," on line 28, and clause 22, line 47, was 
deleted, and th0 <>1ause, as amended, put and 
passed. 

ClausBs 23 to 26, both inclusive, put and 
pas3od. · 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN· 
STRUCTIO~ moved the insertion of the fol· 
lowing new clause, to follow clause 26-

" (1.) Notwithstanding any other Act 
to tho contrarv, stamp ~luty shall not be 
chargeable UJ;On any of the following 
documents :-

(a) Draft or order or receipt for money 
contributed to or rccei ved from the 
funds of a cociety or branch by 
virtue of its rules or of this Act: 
Provided that a cheque drawn by 
or on behalf of a society or branch 
shall bear on its face the words 
'drawn under the Friendly Socie· 
ties Act'; 

(b) Bond given to or on account of a 
society or branch, or by the trea­
surer or other officer thereof; 

(c) Draft or order, or form of policy, 
or appointment or revocation of 
appointment of agent, or other 
document required or 13-uthorised by 
this Act or by the rules. 

Han. J. W. Blair.] 
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" (2.) Notwithstanding any other Act 
to the contrary, no probate duty or suc­
cession dut.r shall be payable in respect 
of •any amount ac3ured in any friendly 
society. 

" (3.) This section does not apply to 
building societies deemed to be regis­
tered under this Act or to industrial 
trading societies or their branches." 

Question put and passed. 

On clause 28-" Membership for minors"­

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION moved, after the word "rules" 
on line 37, to omit the word " but," and 
insert the following words:-" He mav be 
secretary, but otherwise." That pro\·ided 
that a person under twenty-one years of age 
could be a secretary of a lodge, but other­
wise he could not be a member of the execu­
tive, committee of management, trustee, or 
treasurer. 

Mr. WI;\fSTANLEY would like to hear 
from th-· l'vlinister some reason for an amend­
ment like this. At first sight it looked as if 
a boy twenty-one years of age was too young 
to be a secretary of a lodge. 

The SECRETARY FOR PL:rBLIC IN­
STRGCTIO;\f: The amendment provid<cd 
that persons under the age of twenty-one 
years but over the age of sixteen years could 
act as secretary. The n•quest had been 
made by a number of lodge' to the Rcr-istr: .. r 
of F_riendly Societies to be allowed to e;nploy 
a m1nor as Sl<~retary, and a~ a compromise 
the Registnr suggested putting in the Act 
that he could act as secretary, but could 
not fill any of the other offices he had just 
mentioned. 

Mr. FOLEY (Jfundingbw-ra) asked if it 
mE:ant elJctive secretary or financial s0cre­
tary? 

The SECPI:TARY FOR PuDLIC' Ix.'TRUCTIOOI: 
It nwans general secretary. It rr1eans both. 

Mr. FOLEY: It was the first time he 
ever heard of a young man under twenty­
one Y<'aro of ag-o being eligible to become a 
secrehry of a lodge. \Vhile tho Bill allowed 
him to become secrotarv, it did not allow 
him to take a part in the management. He 
(::\.1r. Foley) had been a member of a friendlv 
society for thirty-five years, and he kneiv 
that there y·a;, great objection to young mem­
bers taking executive office but there was 
no objection to a young man' being appointed 
elc:-:t:IYC secretr•,ry, bc(auso it only entailed 
"nimg and reading the minutes and read­
ing j.hp 'corrc>.si>ondencE'. It would be ae good 
ac' lllfl'ht school. to allow a young man to be 
appomtcd elechve secretary, because it would 
gi;-e him a chance to follow up his stndies 
after he lr ft school. The Minister should 
make it o~,,ar that it \Vas not intund(~d that 
a minor should he appointed fimmcial secre­
tary, but only elective or minute Fecretary. 

Mr. H.I)B:ERTS (iJc, t Toowoom ba) th>uo·ht 
the loJgec; ccmld bn trusted to look after the 
ap:?ointm0nt of the s2crctary of a branch, 
as 1t was a mattc;r that concerned only them­
'' h:cs. _In the pa> t it had caused some dis­
sahsfacbon, because a minor could not bo 
appoin.ted secretary. At the present time it 
took owhteen months for a member to reach 
the p_residont's chair, and if a corresponding 
or mn;ute secretary were appointed when he 
was e1ghteen years of ag0 he would have 
to drop out after his first' term was over 
and he could not take office until he wa~ 
twenty-one years of age. Personally, he 
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thought it would be better to let these young 
men take any office in the branch. . They 
got as members many voung men mneteen. 
years of age who were capable of being 
pre 'ident of a branch, but they were p_ro­
hibitcd from appointing them. lie would hke· 
to see the clause go further, and allow a 
minor to be elected to any office in the 
branch, although he shoul~ not be elected to 
tho directorate or comm1ttee of manage· 
mcnt. 

The SECRET.\.RY FOR PUBLIC IN· 
STH GCTION: Tho clause y, as really a com­
promise on the part of the Reg·istrar with 
the friendly societies. The re:bon it was in­
troduced was because of a letter received 
from l\Ir. \Y. G. Lewis, grand secretary of 
the Protestant Alliance, dated 20th August, 
1913, in ivhich Mr. Lewi .. stated-

" Section 28 provides that a minor shalT 
not be a member of a committ<w of man­
agement. \Y c sLlgr.;cst that this be· 
amended so as to provide for a minor 
being secretary,. as it ~fton o~curs th!'t 
there is much c!Jfficulty m findmg a smt­
able member for that office over twenty­
one years of ago, c~pecially in ne'v 
lodges." 

Tho Registrar agTe,od with that, and thought 
there would be sufficient safeguards and suf­
ficient protection in that tho lodge' would 

not be likely to Hleet a man who 
[7.30 p.m.] as not trcJSh' orth~-. The han. 

n1mnbcr for East Too·woomba 
wi heel to go further, but they were trying, 
as far as possible, to have th':' wishes of .the 
friendly societies crystallised m th1s scctwn. 

Amendment (Jfr. Blair's) agreed. to; and 
claus~, as amended, put and passed. 

Cbuses 29 to 33, both inclusive, put and: 
passed. 

On clause 34--" Loans to trusteec "-
On the motion of Mr. H'CXHA::Vl, the 

clause wa:, amended to r('ctd-
" Ko person who, or v:ho. e husband, or 

v:ife, or agent is pfr&ohally or 111 a 
r~pre~,~ntatiYo capacity a borrov:er from 
the fuHds of any central body or [lrench, 
slull be eligible to hold office a..; trustee, 
o.r secrctr~?y, or_ treasurGr of such central 
boclv or lorauch." 

Claus~, as amended, put and passed. 
Clauses 35 to 40, inclusive, put and passed. 

qn. cl:1~1,:;' 41--",Cor~;'orsion of re-=-:is--:ered 
S<JClebes rnto brancncs -

The SECRETARY FOR PPBLIC IN­
STl:UCl'IO;\f moved the ad,lition o£ the 
follov·ing words after " b:y " in line 18. page 
17:-

" a fee of to;. a pounds two Dhillings. Such 
fee shall be paid to the certifying barrister 
for his O\Vll u~,·"~." 

Tl1is \Vas o.nly a fee fc·r tho exa1nination and 
tho certifyin"•: as acn,ratfl the rules of the 
society, and th.--re a; practically no change 
from th~ old law. 

::\.Ir. FIIIELL Y said this matter had been 
previously discussed, but he would like some 
further informution. It seemed to him that 
it \'tas underdtood th,:t the Cro\1'11 Law 
Department did this work, and he did not 
think it would be an extrao.rdinary thin;s if 
the friendlv societies were to have the bene­
fit of it. Two guineas was two guinea.s tQ 
every sodety concerned, although it was a 
very small amount for the Crown Law Depart­
ment. The Attorney-General might earn 
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something very camfartably, and he had 
a,bjectians ta money being earned in that 
particular way. Sa he did not see why this 
fee should be inserted. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRCCTION explained that this work had 
been done by the barristPr who had held 
the appointment of certifyin:,:; barrister, apart 
altogether fram tho Crown Law Office. 
\Yhcn l\Ir. Power di•_d h·· (Mr. Blair) then 
gave the work to Mr. 1\!cCawloy, who naw 
was the Crown Soiicitar. If no c~rtifying 
barrister was appointed the fees wont to the 
Attorney-General, but v·hoevor it "as that 
did the work-whether it was the certifying 
barrister ar the Attornev-Gencral-he was 
entitled to be paid for it.' It was work out­
side the ordinary routine of the Crm"n Law 
Office. Tho Fegistrar consi<lered that the 
amount was certJinly not extortionate, and 
that it "as a fair churgo for tho work done. 
It w,;s important work, work thJ.t required 
technical lnlO\vledgc anc1 ~kill, a.ncl required 
the man who lnd that skill and knowledge 
to n.ake use of them. He thought the Com­
mitte~ would do we-'! to pass th0 amcnd­
mPnt a:e it stood, because no change was pro­
posed rn the law, and no good rca2on had 
been shown why the man wha did the work 
should no~ b~ paid the fee. 

l\Ir. FIHELL Y: His information ''as from 
quite as good an authority as oicn the 
Registrar-from the friendly ~.wieties con-. 
corned. So far as he could fiather, no one 
had callect·•d tho fee since ::llr. Power died, 
and if iiir. McCctwlvv received the fee, he 
(l\fr. Fihelly) was misinformed. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
I think I got some fees my'·elf. 

l\Ir. FIH.ELL Y: That was exact],- what h'l 
did not wunt. He did not "zmt the barris­
ters even outside the Department to get 
them. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
l~ot even if they (1

:J the 1. ork? 

Mr. FIH.ELLY: For the last fe·.•· vE·ars 
the Crawn La Department had been doing 
tho work, and he thought, nalisin::; the bene­
fit_ that. ~acc:c·u:~d frorn friendly socirties, they 
mlrrl-;1·, (.Ulo-,-~ the Cro,vn Law D';partment to 
do the v,ork in the;}~ ordi~tal'Y routine. 1-Ic 
did not think the Sc cretarv fm:Public In• I ruc­
tion L 1d per•.,tadcd any rnember o£ the Com­
mittee o£ t!w lc:o;itimucy of this particular 
char,r :>. Ilc thought it ,,?.·t!!i ju.,t part of the 
tradirions of tho profcnion to 'd1ich the hon. 
n1en1b· r bc:ont7ecl, and ~_, hich. h'-· should sny, 
he ad(~rned. It \Ya,, part of th8 tra,ditions 
t:u~;t clung around th,'-<t sini:st":r profc\, -.i•:n, 
and the sooner they clcopped the " perks" 
from the PoJiei(urs and b :rric,fcrs the bettc•r. 

Am,':tdnwnt put and r.ts·"ed. 
Clause; 42 to 63, inclusiYe, put and p.a~aod. 
First Schedule r'~t and pa,,od. 
0:1 th: Second Schec1ulc-" Ruks goyer21-

ing- ihe bnsiness p:·occ cdi -_gs and property o.f 
s0cici~e~, "- ' - · 

The SECRET~\RY FOR PGBLIC IN­
STF L"CTION moYCd an amendment to incort 
after the \'\urd "tooks," in line 40, pa,:_.e 25, 
the 1vords " nnd s~·curities." 

Amendment put ond passed. 
Mr. McCORM~\.CK: Claw'e 29 of the 

second schedule provided that no member of 
a friendly society wa$ entitled to receive 
more than £2 per week by way of allow­
ance. Ho had been approached by some 
societies in the North of Queensland, where 

living was hig·h, who stat-ed that the amount 
was not suffici.•nt. The members of those 
societies said they were prepared to insure 
themselves in two or three societies if they 
could g·et the full amount of the benefit from 
each society, or even an increased amount, 
as the amount provided in the present Act 
was not sufficient. For instance. thcv had 
to puy .£1 lCs. a week for hospital attend­
ance, and there wa. only lOs. over, and he 
thought tho.e memhers who were prepared 
to pav the extra money to insure themselves 
in tv.-'o or three societies should be allowed 
to do so, <especially in the remote districts 
a£ Queensland. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC JN 
STRUCTIOl'<: The point raised by the hon. 
member had been considered by the framers 
of the moasnre, and it was considered inad­
visahle to dt'part from the prc•ent law. The 
rPason advancz:d for that was an exccption­
allv goocl one-that if a greater amount were 
;.!lowed, it might imperil the solvency c 
the society. 

:Y1r. JY1cCoRMArK : Suppose a man Wf·r 

insured in b-.·o or thr·•e societies. He coul 
only dra<'- £2 a week if he was in five o 
six :H)Cieties. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC I~­
STRUCTIOX said he was informed that thry 
did not gcnerully insure in two friendly 
societies. Taking the practice into considera­
tion it V<as cmbidcred advi,ablo to adhere 
to tho old practice. He movud that on line 
4-9 pao·e 31, there be inserted the word3 
" for ab F'ln1 not cxc:_cding ls. in place of all 
fees or payments in ro-..pect of the same." 

Amendment agreed to. 

T1F SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STR.FCTION moved that on line 54, pag·e 
31, after the word " rulP," the words "the 
S'l'll char[J:ed for every such certificate other 
than the first shall not exceed sixpence" be 
inser:ted. 
~\.mondmcnt agreed to. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRt-cTION moved th.:tt, on line 57, page 
31. after the word "demand," there be in­
sei.~~·Bd the v:·ords "a sun1 not exceeding 3d." 

..~.\..1n0ndmcL:.t &£Teed to; and sc~1edulc, as 
amended, put and pa,<ed. 

'l'hc H<nse reoumcd. The CHAIRllAN rE · 
port- d tho Bill with amendmento, and the 
third RJ.ding wus made an Order of the 
Day for to-n1.orro"\'-'· 

APPROPRIATION BILL No. 2. 

JY1E§-. GJJ FRO~l THE COUNCIL. 

Tho SPEAKER anno·mced the receipt 1 

a. nH'' g_ge frolu the LerislatiYe Council r, 
turning th'·· Bill without amendment ... 

ELECTIONS ACTS AMENDMEJ'~T BILL. 

SECOND READING--RL~U:IIPTION OF DEB'.TE. 

11r. CR \lYFORD : Since I had the honour 
of moving th-· adjournment of this debate, 
I hn.vB had an opportunity of reading 
through the rpport of th<' -.lebah1 so far ao it 
has gone, and I must confess I was aston­
ished at the very large portion of the Bill 
that has already been promised away. Some. 
very conspicuous featur<'s still remain, and .. 

Mr, Crawford.] 
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to these I intend to devote a few moments 
to-night. I think there ha,, been a fairlv 
general concurrence of opmwn amonw't 
members as to the nece<oitv of a Bill of this 
description. I do not know that I can say 
th~t thor~ has been an equal concurrence of 
opmwn m regard to the details or to the 
larger features of the Bill. I suppose \\ e 
shall have to wait for a perfect measure, or 
a symm~tncal In:a,o:u_re, until we get a speci­
men of It embodwd m that book " The Curi­
osities of Legislati_on," which was promisecl 
to us the other mght by the hon. member 
for Leichhardt. ~\t the present moment, \YO 

have to deal with a measure which in manv 
respects, is very practical and in s~n'le othe~r 
respects will bear amend~1ent. At anv rate 
the Bill_gives to this Honse an oppo;,tunity 
of brmgmg to bear upon it all the up-to-date 
knowledge in regard to theories on the r m­
duct of elections. In looking through the 
;.vholo :r;neasure, one very conspicuous feature 
IS mamfest, _and that is, that tho pormanen\ 
populatwn m the various districts of the 
Stab' has received attention, or, if I might 
say so, that preference to ''hirh it is en­
;itlcd: A very strong attempt has been made 
m this mcae .u·e to sec that those who have 
lettled in a partic·tlar district, and whose 
~-hole future is invoh·ed in tho welfare of 
Hw. district, will not lJG s··, amped in their 
pohtlcal reprecentation by thoee who happen 
to be in the district for a few months and 
who have no intention whatever of re;nain­
ing there for any length of time. That is 
a thing that o·;ght to be preserved-the idea 
of local reprcocntation. '\Yhcn we come i 1to 
this House, we, of conrs'', fiatt+>r oursel~-"" 
that we roprc""nt the whole of the Stc>te 
and to a certain extent \Ye do, bcc:t'J ~ "--.w~ 
are, a·:, n1c.:.nl?c1 of the party, responsible for 
whet 1~ c~rrH·d out. \\' c particularly rep:·e­
sent locahhc ~, ;,nd I think it ric;ht that •.;hen 
we comD here we should be able to claim 
tha~ we . rcpres~nt a I?ai?rity of the pcnna­
nen, rcstdcnt' m a d1stnct, and that Ke do 
not owe our appearance here to the fact 
that, at the partiNlar time at which thA 
election was carried out a few hundred men 
who had no permanent intcrco,t in- tlie dis: 
trict, hap;>"ncri to bo in tho lDcalitv. That 
has happened frcquentlv, and is iikelv to 
happen again 1vhil~ we ~ro carrvinO' on L::.urh 
a lnr·~o policy of railway cons'tru~tion. ~\ 

-rood deal has been said bv 'hon. 
[8 p.m.] ~'"' mbers who have prccNied me 

m regard to the nomads-tho 
wanderers. or thoco ·.,-ho have no fixed abode. 
I do not think it is tho provincP- of a Liberal 
G;overnmcnt-I do not think it is the pro­
vmce of any Government-to support or en­
co_urago nomadism, and I soc throughout this 
Bill an effort mado to discourao-e that nomad­
ism by g·iving more promine~ce and to a 
certain extof!t more political pm•i~r, to tho.•e 
who have pwneercd their way, and settle,'! 
:lown and made themselves permanent rcsi­
:lents in partic·•lar parts of the State. In 
~cferri~g . to nomadisn:- and \Yancle:'<~~·s, I 
;hmk 1t rs \\ orth while to look into the 
md,orlying cause·; of that problem. I think 
~hrt _the1:e is, by .'Dm:. means or other, in1-
plantcd m the Austranan breast too great a 
desire' for YranderiL.g-too little de~iro to 
make a fixed home-and thvre are other 
cause '· I think it must have occurr<'d to 
many hon. 1nc:11bcrs thl.t fr0n1 tirne to time 
t" pecialL in the 2'-~orth of the Skt''• whor~ 
labour trou~•lcs h.'\vo been brought c bout bv 
various means, men who have been compcl!c(! 
to come out o_n strike, or to leave their work, 
have found 1t altogether imposecible to rc-

[Mr. Crawford. 

main in idlent"•9 whilst being urged on to 
strike and make no surrender. vVe have 
read from time to time of men who have 
been brought out on strike, and compelled 
to leave particular districts, and the conse­
quence of their leaving those districts is that 
their voting place gets into confusion, and 
when the election comes round they have the 
infelicity of finding that they are not on the 
roil, or unable to vote through some reason 
or other, the real reason being that they 
have bern compelled to le,ive the districts 
in which, had they continued, they would 
have been a 1Jlc to record their votes. In my 
own di-;triet of :Haunt l\Iorgan, when that 
unfortunate f_ triko took place son1e eightt'Bll 
n1onths fl go, a large nun1ber of n1en \Yere in­
c:ucul to leave their work, and had to leave 
the district. Thev have not been able to 
g·ct back to work there, but they have their 
hmnes there, and it is a qut;:ltion for us to 
decide >vhcr.··· their grecttest interest is­
\VlH'thcr it is where thcv have their honu:!s 
a:,d thci1· familie·, reside 'or where they c:ury 
on t:lcir work. ·when we are dealing with 
\Yanderers, \VO vYant, before we express too 
much 'ympathy, to see whether the wan­
derers are not themselves at fault, or to see 
by "hat means they have be<'n actuated in 
leaving their hmnos and vvandcring over the 
State. I do not wish to be harsh upon any 
clcctore-on those who ou(\'ht to be on the 
roll-and I hope, as far as the House can 
pu--sibly do so, that in Comtnittee facilities 
will b extendfd in all directions where it 
i o apparz r-t. that this Bill docs not offer the 
:acilitics, in order that every man will have 
• u c~) 1)llrtnnity o£ recording 'his vote when 
tho time comc·s. '1. good deal of sympathy 
lL.,; bct~n c;·''l't" :cd bv :-:evrral rnen1bt~r, ln a 
j)IT\'ious debate in re'gard h the inmate·, of 
Dun' ich, und I hav0 the happin-~ss of find­
ing that rny o-wn Yioi•·'S in ihat regard have 
Lcc·n anticip~ted by the hon. member for 
Murrumba, who ex pre e.,,d very democratic 
viev\·3 in regard to tho•o inrnate~. Con-,ing 
to b J taxpa:vcrG.. naturally they ceJ .. F8 to be 
voters; but if \Ve take int.J consideration tho 
fact that they have been tax:Jayers, I think 
\Ve \.Yon]d not be doing any \.Yrong if \Ve 
rc .. forcd then to the rolls of those elector­
atH in which they formerly re,ided. I agree 
with the han. member for Murrumba chat 
v 0 ehoulcl not give them a solid vote for 
·!he clc2torate in which Dumvich happens to 
h:: sib1 ted, ht :>·'nH~ that ~,auld l:A brin;~ing 
in a Y ~ ry ~:olid non-paying fa.dor~ \\ hich, 
!> rhaps, -_,,auld decide tllC' qn<" tions whirh 
tho taxpo .. yers of that clcc+orate wish to de­
ciclo. Snn1e co1npaint L_a,, been made "\1 ith 
rcr;ard the fact t.hat ,.,o have fixed tw' lve 
month re·,idcnce in the State, and a two 
n.~onths' re.sidonce in a particular locality, 
in on1cr to qualify a man to get on to che 
roll. I do no' f"e that there i·. any particu­
lar nercc-sity to complain in that respect. 
1%T0n 1, :.o co~no to tho State nn1st have porr1e 
time in which to accommodate their minds 
to our political id-:·as, and it "\Yould be wrong 
to :>llow perscms v ho come as ab"olute 
strnngers to get in1111ediatcly on to the roll, 
and th-·roby ac 1uirc a g-reat politic.1l power 
'"'h'ch r-ulcl he us-. d again~;t the wi·,!l8o o..nd 
dcccires of tho· G \Vho arc permanent r' 1i­

c1cnts. One k:1huc I notice >Yith plea- tre 
in this Bill i'J the gr0at impor• '.nee atbchcd 
to tho publication of the date of the sitting 
of thr reg·i,tration court. I think too much 
importance cannot be attached to that, and 
where the advcrtic..:,ments are made in coun­
try papers, I think they should not be in­
serted in the advertisement columns. Very 
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few people read the advertisement columns, 
either in city or country papers, except they 
have an advertisement of their own. ~-hen 
Y'<e arc placing an aJ.vertisen1ent in regard 
to election matters, we should have it in­
serted in the ne'" column, and if it cost 
more \\e could pay more. I believe the 
Mini~ter will Le inclined to seriously con­
siJer a suggestion of that hDrt. In regard 
to the pulllication of the list of elcct01·s, I 
think that tho.Je lists should also bo inserted 
in the news column, so that those who pick 
up a paper casually will be arre,ted by the 
headline, and will be naturally induc"d to 
look down the column and see if their names 
.arc recorded-or the namDs of their friends, 
or of anyone they ,,~ish to sec, or do not 
wish to see. The claim form which is to be 
filled up by those who wish to get on the 
roll has been amended, and is very full, but 
I think an additional quc,,tion or two could 
be addrd in order to make it still more 
dear. I think th,,t in the claim the surname 
should Le printed in large letterd in one 
line, and the Christian name and address in 
smaller letters in a linB immediately beneath. 
In some other rc,pccL, which I do not r'all 
to mind jLlst now, the claim form could be 
amended, so that the particulars would lead 
to a more complete idontificcction. I sec 
that every effort has been made to prevent 
a person being on two rolls at tho same 
tin1e. Some hon. 1ne111be~·s \Yere contending 
tho other night that it vas quite po&,iblo for 
a man to be on two rolh at the same time. 
But I think a mm·e careful reading of the 
clause dealing with that will show that 
measures ha vo been taken to nrevent the 
po,dibiiity of such an occurrem·,,. Another 
part of the Dill which makes me think that 
tho :Y1ini3L'~·, in drawing up this Bill, hail 
the permanent residents of the State in mind 
is that part of it which deals with the fixa­
tion of rHidonce. so that we shall know a 
man as a bona fidB resident in the district 
for which he makes a claim to be on the 
roll. That is a section which ill ~·oquire 
a good deal of attention, because it IS open 
to so1nc iniEoonce11tion in various rC>spe~~ts, 
but I think the object is one that must com­
mend iLclf to the House. There is another 
part of tho Bill de.J!ing with the ballot­
paper. Now, I would like to state that the 
momk,'s of the House ··hould look up the 
Imperi 1! Act of 18':2, and consider the fir,t 
Bchedulo to that section of that Act. In S0C­

tion 24 of the Imperial Act of 1872, in which 
vear the ballot was introduced into that 
countr:,, they will find there-I do not wish 
to ,,.r,:.r.\~ the Hou~" by quoting jt jns0 nov•l 
-but thcv will find there the method of 
voting and tho form of ballot-paper, which, 
I think, can be adopted here in Queensland 
with ve•·v great benefit. Inst~ad of the loose 
ballot-pa"pcrs \Yhich are now used, a choqur.­
book or receipt-hook form is in the hands of 
the pr< ,;ding ofiicf'r, with a conntorfoil and 
ballot-r,aper. vvhich can be eaoily torn off, 
with tho marks th \t ar0 ne0','""trY on tho 
front and on thf' hack. \Yhen WP get inJo 
CommitteP. I intend to bring that forward 
as .a propo,al to be incorporated in this 
mo~suTe, bccauFe I think it "ill facilitate 
voting and ar-Pleratc the speed of Yoting, · 
and be much plainer and quicker in evc,ry 
ct'l pect. I think it will be admitted that 
thr c,\1 country has had SOJTie cxpf'ri":..nce in 
the· conduct of elections, and what they have 
found to hD useful in this respect merits 
our verv serious consideration. I see that 
the contingent vote, or a proposal to allow 

contingent voting, has been embodied i?­
this Bill. I regard that a3 being an experi­
ment that is offered to tho people, but I 
think it would be better if we made that 
contingent voting imperative. I do not see 
any use at all if we say to the electors, 
"You can put '2' or '3' against the other 
candidates," because it may happen that only 
a very small percentage of voters m any 
particular Bloctor.atc will avai) thcmselve.s C?f 
that protection. Tho reFult will bo tlu~t It IS 
of no use to us whate.-cr a'' a guide to 
political opinion with regard to the _next 
man in the election, I will commend It to 
the ::\Jinister in charge of the Bill, and to 
the Hou'e generally, to make the c,,mtingm;t 
vote imperative, if we are going to put It 
into the Bill at all, 'o that we can have the 
full usc of it. If it is found to be u'eless 
after an election or two-we must give it a 
trial first-we will know what to do, but 
we cannot give it a trial if we ma!ce it 
merely permif'sive. \Yo should giYe It an 
effectiYe trial, and lot the people make some 
use of it, just as they make use of the 
ordinarv vote. If there is any cry about 
compulsion in this matter, I would answer 
that by baying that there is no more com­
pul sian about this than there is in the form 
vYhich o prescribe for voting. \Yc say to 
the elector, "You are not called upon ~o 
vote, but if you do vote, you must :ate 111 
this particular mannBr and upon this par­
ticular form." And it is very little more 
compulsion to say, "You n1ust put an~~her 
stroke or two to this narticular form, so 
that on the scoro of compulsion yer.v little 
can ]cq said a.,ainst the proposal. Tho .re­
storation of tho postal vote is a matter which 
I intend to kave for consideration in Com­
n1ittce. It is certainly a n1atter involving 
gre:lt difficulty, and one which dPc.cerYes the 
y0rv closest attention. I do not wish to see 
anY-one denrived of an opportunity to vote, 
and as this i'' not the stage in >vhieh wo can 
go into details in regard to any particul":r 
·_,r;r·tion of tho n1eafure, I propodo to lea vo It 
until w0 ~;·d into Committee. be,:ause I am 
anxions. seeing that the Bill itsc'lf comes 
fran this side of tho Houo~, that we shall 
not- be open to the charge of possible dis­
franchisement of anv <>ledors. Thc,o charges 
h" ,-c be en m.cdr, an~l I mnst take this oppor­
tunitv of dissenting very stronglv from th0m. 
This· party, so far as I can understand, has 
no ,,.; h to disfranchise any body of people, 
or disfranchiFf' any individua ~-

Mr. MAv: They will do it all the same. 

:\I,·. en.\ \YFORD: It will not disfranchise 
tho hon. member for Flinder'l under any 
consi d0. ·a tion. 

::"Ir. 1\IAY: It ,dll disfranchise n1r con­
stituents. 

:\h. CRAWFORD: "\nother proposal that 
I shall certainly bring before tho Cm:m1ittee 
is tint of rc"toring tho <:doctor's nght. I 
think that is \Yorth~~ of the s·,riou considera­
tion on tho part of the han. members that 
"c should make another tr,ial of the elec­
tor's rip,-ht. I know a large ?-umb<'r ?f 
allegations were made about Ih use m 
previous times hero, and also. in tho S~ab 
of Kow South \Vales, but I thmk very !rttlc 
,vas provC'd. Thero 'vero ass\~Ttions n1ade in 
every direction, but nothing wha!'1Yer of 
tha; corruption 1vn-; proved I' h1ch. vv.as 
allcrzed ag;·inst this s;.,.stC':n. I ha\O 1n. my 
pc,- ,:0'<"Jio:1 an elcct~r's. right whi.ch --:,,a·, gn·~n 
to me at the b0gmmn7 of tlns century 111 

Kcw South Walu. I hold it as a good 

Mr. C'rawford.] 
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possession, because it enables me to see how 
it is possible for a m~n travelling throughout 
the State to carry with him his power of 
voting. All that he needs to do, having his 
elector's right in his possession, is, when an 
election comes round, to walk into the poli­
ing-booth, give his elector's right to the 
presiding officer, have it marked just as 
a railway ticket is marked, and have it 
handed back to him. If we did adopt that 
system, it would enable us to get over tho 
difficulty in regard to postal voting and 
absentee voting. I shall not go further into 
th~t matter to-night, but I would earnestly 
commend the idea to hon. members. They 
can look up our own Act of 1877, or there­
abouts, when we had the elector's right in 
use here, and if they look up the New South 
Wales Act, they will see for themselves a 
copy of the elector's right. If hon. members 
look up New South \Vales "Hansard," they 
will see that a number of these assertions 
were made which I regard ~s baseless. Hon. 
members ,,-ill then be able to judge for them­
selve.> whether it will not be possible in this 
more enlightened State, and in this more 
enlightened period of our progred, to make 
better use of tho elector's right. I am glad 
to see that the Bill deals with election d::y 
influence;, and that it has been decided to 
clear away from tho front of tho booth these 
\\he in various \vaYs haye an influence 0\7 er tho 
electors procec·ding in to exercise their votes. 
I am gL-.. d to sc0 that public meetings have 
been dealt with, and that power has been 
given to the chairman, in co-operation with 
the speaker, to have interrupters removed. 
This section of the Bill will be futile unless 
'"' e can 111anage to ha v0 vigorous and feadess 
chairmen. I don't know whether it is pos­
sible in ·a Bill of this sort to provide for 
vigorous and fearless chairmen-chairmen 
who will decide at once and firmlv in regard 
to any interrupter, whether ho should be re­
moved or cautioned. So far as the form of 
the Elections Tribunal iG concerned, I be­
lie-ce it is in the right direction, but I am 
not altogether certain that some amendment 
will not profitably be made in regard to 
de'ail. It is not my intention to go further 
into this Bill at this stage. I heard some 
hon. lllf'mbers denouncing it as reactionary. 
I c mnot accommodate myself to that way 
of thinking. Surely it cannot be said that 
there is any party in any State of the Com­
monwealth of An tralia that wi"hes to de­
prive r· ople of their vot<cs. I ~m not going 
to c !low that to be said of any party to 
which I belong. This party is as nnxious 
to haYo '?YC'ry 1nan and cver:y \Yoman who 
ha,. the nC'ces"u;· qualifications placed on 
the roll as is tho l-'.nty opposite. I notic,··­
whether fortunately or unfortunately, I bhcll 
not s:Ly-that th·:re is no plank in the 
LPbour platform in regard to secrecy of the 
h;,!Jot. \Yh<-ther there ever was a plank in 
their platform in regard to secrecy of the 
b~llot I do not know ; but I do know that 
'' o on th; side of tho House are anxious that 
thos" who do vote shall be able to vote 
witho<It fe·n or favour, and without having 
previouslv pledged themselves in any par­
ticubr direction by joi,ling associations. 

J\Ir. CoD;E: \Vhat about the C·)l.ll1try party? 

J\~r. CR\. \VFORD : I do not knnw much 
abo.1t thG party personally, but I 
have read a about it, and I believe that 
tho H1Pr1h0r;:; cf th,~t party are pc,," ... ,_:-sf'ed of 
tho b· o cdost poo ,ible · pirit, and that they 
and every other mcmb' r on thie> side of the 

[Jlfr. Crawford. 

House will do all that they can to see that 
every man and enry woman \vho has the 
net'•.essary qualification are not on!;.- enrolled 
as electors but have an opportumty of re­
cording their votes. I support the measure 
in regard t0 the matters of whJCh I have 
spoken, and, lilw other membo", I shall .cer­
tainly avail myself of the opporh~mty g1ven 
in Uommittoe to propose certam amend­
ments. 

Mr. COYNE (Warrego): I do not intend 
to sa;c very much about the Bill at this 
stage. I intend to r<"'eno a gr.eat d()al of 
what I have to sav concermng rt untrl we 
reach the Committee stage. \V o have been 
told bv hon. members opposite, particularly 
b, the hon. member for Murrumba, that we 
have now before us "a liberal and democratic 
measure." I do not know what the hon. mer:r­
ber· means by a " a hberal and democratiC 
measure " bt;t I believe he has got his own 
int{)l'pretation of that phrase. I not~ce that 
tho other clav a leading Liberal in New 
South \Val<·s "described the ccntrr I idea of 
liberalism as being-

" Equ~lity of opportunity as agairist 
equality of individuals." 

If that is a correct cL•finition of liberalism, 
then it cannot be said that tho Bill now be­
foro us is a ''liberal and dcn1ocratic mea~ 
sure." I list<mcd verv c1!'efully to what the 
hen. member for Mo~mt JIIorgan said in the 
speech ,,·hich he just now addn•ssed to the 
Hou·,3. 'l'llB hon. merr1hcr told us that if men 
"\Yeru nc,m::tds it v, as their 011. n fault. 

Mr. CRA\UORD: Ko; I did not say that. 

Mr. GnA:>;r: The hen. member did not say 
that. 

:i\Ir. COY:c\E: I understood tho hon. mem­
ber to sav that a number of men went out 
o~ strike "at i\Iount l\lorgan, and that they 
h,d to co aw,cv in order to obt<cin work else­
where ~nd that it wns their own fault that 
thc,y l~ad no pennane:,t t(~,~idence. If that is 
\Yhat the hon. rncmbcr stated, he must have 
a nn- limited CO!kf plio:' of tho c,llling'- that 
colnp(J rnLn to becon1e nornads in the. Sta.te 
of Qnc"nslund. The pn,storal indn."try is the 
chief induf~.rv of this ~t.a+o, and will be f::\) for 
L au": y,·~~r:o" and there are men working in 
that" ii~clus'-1:,,. \•:ho haye soine·:im,()S to \vork 
in thr<'•' cli~i:.crcnt elf'c::on~i ~s in six 'weeks. 
Is it th0 in~eution of this dc:;ncc:tatic rnear-ure 
io clisfranchif9 thom p0opie? \Yhethcr 
snch is the intent:on or not, tlu.t will be the 
eiicct of tho m<8 .. u-r:.r-c. Su£r·lv men who work 
about nine mo_;ths in eve]:y year in thG 
r:~.P· tal in~Ju<t··y in Qucu· .. lar.r} ,_\nd then put 
in ti1re~; n1onths follo lhc 'd.:ne nYocatwn 
in ~'h~,\· 8,_n,th '.ralo·-~, rcg:-trding Queens~ 
lLnd as thr>ir hou1c. a1·e ent~tled to the fran­
chi:-::3. Y ot under this 1Jill thoso nwn 'sill be 
disfranchi" d; !hoy arc rc:c;Mdcd as nobodies. 
The othc r da:: ·ftc hon. member for Port 
Curtls ~'?id H'at shearers \Ycr,c nct frcnuine­
r,'sidcntd. 

)Ir. BoOKLR: l-Ie dJe~; nc t know. 

:\Ir. COYXE: ~o; the ho·1. member for 
Pm·t C:•.rtis c1ocs not kam· ·, but that state­
ment will go out to the people who road 
"IIaru)~'rd," and the? v.-ill Cf\'110 to the con­
clusion that sornB IllO!!'lbcrs in thjs Hous0' 
ro{ard people \Y~o ,~·ork1 in ~he pastor .d in­
dustry as no-~ bcrFg 1vortny 01 any considera­
tion ut all. 

Mr. BOOKER: Don't tad, that on to us. 

Mr. COYKE: No; I do not tack it on to 
tho han. member. \Yhat I say is that the 
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hon. member for Port Curtis states m his 
place in the House that shc•arers are not 
g~mnin, residents and should not be recog­
msed as worthy of any consideration. The 
hon. member who has just resumed his scat 
repeated what the hon. member for Mur­
rumba said with regard to giving votes to 
the people at Dunwich. The hon. member 
said he would not mind giving votes to tho 
people at Dunwich for the districts in which 
they had residc•d before thev entered Dun­
wich. 2\ianY of those pcrso.ns had not re­
sided in any particular district for any length 
of time before they went to Dunwich. 

Mr. GHANT: But thr0 were voters at some 
time. 

Mr. COYNE : They wen· voters at one 
tinw, certainly, but it would be difficult for 
some of them to '•:lY in what district they 
last had a vot:'. I-I on. mcmb< rs opposite say 
that we lmvc m Queensland O!Jil of the frc•-'St 
franchises in the world. 

A GOY£RXJ1ENT MEMBER: So we have. 

::lh. CO,Y="E: Y c.~; but you are g'?ing to 
restnct tnat franclnse, becau,,,o 1t 1s \Vell 
known that there will be thousands of people 
m Quceneland d tsfranchised bv this Bill. If 
I were to ad.-iso the Govornrn,cnt, I would 
ach-i,, them that they are making a foolish 
step in iutroducir g this me[l,,urc because if 
yon once gi.-e a person a right a'nd then de­
prive him o~ tl1at right you are going to 
bu~~' up agumst troub!e. I am in hopes that 
tho uovflJ'llrHqlt are go1n~ to bun1p up :::.gainst 
t,·ouble. when they. disfranchise people, as 
the:· \nll do by this Bill. I lmve no r;Teat 
objcct!on to t]",' prop.ocal that the peor~lo of 
Dumnch should be given a vote in the elec­
torate they previously resided in under cer­
tain conditions, but I would point out that 
son1c of tho people -who arc now inn1ak·s in 
that in--titution have been br bet<·er off in 
the matter of this "}rid's gcoc1. tlnn a goccl 
man:;- persons ,,-ho ui·e to-clay in favour of 
the propcrry vote in Qt:ecnslai;d, but throur·h 
Circum· bm< m -"r \du_ch they had no con­
t,rol 11:"-" ha- '' lo.st their property, and now 
fmc! tl!om--•·h·co m the poorhouse. Those 
pPople are d pri'. •:·d of their Yotcs, but the 
~ncn who ho~~l pr?P::"rty h~ certa~n pL_ces n1ay, 
111 the . c· · o, ~cs bung dls<onrcd th'lt 
thf'ir partkuJ :r canJidate is in dan<:rcr of 
d<lfc~t, trac.sfcr their yo!_, frow the ;_)plac~s 
whc-c·c' they resid~ to the pieces whcr"' the• 
hau"\ propcrt.·."; and the.·.' rnav in lhis w:.t\7 

s~l\ arnp tha(:; parti:;u1ar elccto~r._:tc with thO 
prop,_;rty vote. If that is n, wrong thin,: to 
do in. the oi::·t.~r( Jo il~.'v.hith tho pcoplO of 
~~unnch rcsi?e, th.,'n 1:., Is cquall;l~ a wrong 
tl1In;: ,to t.1o 111 an:~ o .. her el· c~cc;t,•, a:r:cl I 
.hope tnd. members v ho say L:wt th•' people 
of D unn~h chould o ,]y have votes for the 
pl8f''S "hen' they cam.· frow ,,ill carry out 
!hat principle to its logical isutc r.nd apply 
It to tho., J people who now exerci>e tho pro­
perty vo;.;e. Ko'.V, th:~t is a fair proposition 

_ and if there is any fnirn, -:3 abouf 
[S.c-'J p.m.] bon. nw,nbcrs on the <.-.her side 

o£ tho House, I hope that theY 
will agree to it. And there> is another thing~ 
_\_ pen;on who has a cerLtin amount of pro­
perty is thcn•b:r entitled to Yotc in that 
locality in which it is sitnatGd although he 
hrrs nf:\ ~r rc~siJ"~d thern, and a1;y person 1.vho 
has leasehold rnny votC', not 'vhore he rc<;;jidcs 
but Y here he ht'" the lce.oehold. But it will 
show tho Dn<.-maly of the Bill to btate that 
although a man may haYe ten times the 
vake of the fr0ohold and the le1sehold com­
bined invested or in the bank, he cannot get 
such a vote at all. Why do \Ye give those 

persons a vote? For no good reason at all. 
It only "haws that the party which is in 
power in Queensland to-day is a class party. 
Now, the hon. member for Mount Morgan 
wished to add more questions on th'· claim 
for onroln1ent as a voter, in addition to 
those wo have already on the paper. \V ell, 
I think that anybody who would ask any 
more quc~Stions would be vc1~y hard to please 
indeed. I do not know wh<Lt the hon. mem­
ber would propu·Q to add. Probably, for the 
sake of identification, he would ask whether 
tho claimant had been vaccinated and by 
,,-hom, and whether it had taken, and so on. 
I think that there arc too many irritating 
questions-too manv usel0ss question-up to 
the present time, and I hope that the new 
ones that are l·.) be proposed will not be 
carried by this House, because ,.uch questions 
arc humiliating-sam~ of them most humiliat­
ing-and I do not think it is the business ol 
the Government of the day of any country 
to put humiliating questions to an~· citizens 
of that country \Yhcn they are a'lking for 
tlwir ju•t rights--their citizen's rights; and 
that is wh'lt pcnpl• arc asking for "hc1. they 
a9k l.) be plac ·d oa tho electoral roll. I \Yant 
to say that so far as the nm-. proYision:, in 
this Bill are conccrr:c•'d, I do not think it is 
right to depriYo any citizen of H1e State of 
Qu-eensland of the right to say \\ ho shall 
rcJF8SL nt him in this House, 

Mr. BooKER: The Bill does not do that. 

::'.lr. COYKE: It i• as plain as daylight to 
anyone v ho has n <Hl the Bill, and, were it 
not for partY loyalt-y, nobody "o2dd say so 
more readily thB~n the han. member himself. 
The hon. member said that when a farmer 
and his wife had to travel 5 miles to get 
to tho polling-booth they could not go to 
th-' booth and record their votes. To us 
1 ,pn1bcrs of \\\,..!: r~rn constiluencic~· that is 
little harchhip. We \Ccould regard ourselve& 
as really at a polling-booth if we were within 
5 miles of it. There was one voter who rode-
7 ~ miles to record his vote for me last eleo­
tion, and he as ocwenty-eight years of age. 
He trave!L'd 7·+ miles in and 74 miles back to 
record his vote for mo. I asked for polling­
places at thes<J plac-es, and I could not get 
them. There was the same old talk-" You 
are a. bit too late"-and they had to refer to 
the r<Jturning officer. I think that surely 
in those cases the polling-booths should bee 
grantFrJ. But persons who are at a place 5 
miJc·.. from a polling-booth are really at a 
polling-booth, and it would not take them a 
v--·:y long time to travel those 5 miles-if not 
both tog,,ther, tlHn one at a t;me-and they 
could go th< re and back in the d:• ~. But in 
our \Vestorn districts thee• often have to start 
the cla,- before polling-day. That is often 
done, and the electors do it cheerfully. But 
the'.e )18rsons, who are deprived of quite a 
number o£ good things in life that peoDle in 
the more .ettl•'cl districts enjoy, in addition to 
all their losses up to the prment time, are now 
going to b-~ depri.-ed of their citizen rights. 
You ran take any person in this community, 
and nndor this Bill he may be disfranchised. 
Take the cnse of the engine-driver on our 
L\ihvays, '\\"ho constanny gets rl'l11JYL"d into 
so'11G shango district. He has to be two 
months in that district before he can be 
p]a-:ed on the rdl, and then hce has to run 
the gauntlet of the attacks of certain organi­
sations as to wLether hB shall be placed on 
the roll or not. Perhaps it is said that he 
has not lived the full two months in the 
electorate, and he thmefore is disfranohised, 

]}fr. Coyne.] 
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and has got to make a fresh application. 
This may go on from time to time. And the 
Bill, at any rate, gives ample opportunity to 
those persons who in the past have shown 
their urgent desire to keep large numbers 
of the citizens of Queensland off the roll, to 
carry out their intentions to the very fullest. 
Another reason why I think hon. members 
on the Government side of the House are 
desirous of disfranchising people, apart alto­
gether from the provisions of this Bill, is 
that, quite recently, the police were sent 
round to purify the rolls, as it was called, not 
to place tresh names on the rolls, but to see 
whom they could strike off the rolls. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: That is 
done once every year. 

Mr. COYNE: The hon. gentleman is not 
corrPct. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR PL:BLIC LANDS : Oh, yes, 
I am. 

Mr. COY)JE: What the police have done 
before is to phce names on the roll; whu,t 
they are doing now is to strike names off the 
roll. 
. The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : They do 
1t once a year. 

Mr. PAYNE: It has never been done before, 
to my knowledge. 

Mr. COYNE: It is a solemn fact that 
it is impossible for a native of Quccms­
land to get on the roll who has, by reason 
of his 'Illing, to travel round the State. 
It is quite possible that he shall never 
be able to get on the roll. An ele<;tor 
must hnve been bHllve months in the State of 
Queensland before he can get on the roll. 
What magic is there in the twelve months 
being the twelve months immediately pre­
ceding the day of making the claim? If he 
was in Queensland for six months two years 
ago, and for nine months lately, would he 
nDt knmv more about Queensland and of the 
busine.•.J Df the StatB of Queensland, and of 
the laws of Queensland, than if he had re­
sided here fm only twelve months just 
recently? I say "Yes," and that, therefore, 
tho Did Act "as immeasurabh- better in the 
matter of justice to those who reside only 
portion of the year in Queensland, and pro­
bably not for twelve months at any time, 
than the present Bill. But, then, by this 
B!ll the Government is proposing to disfran­
chise all the e people. I mentioned thB case 
of the s;_.earers, I montiDned how engine­
drivers might be disfranchised. Then there 
are c,q,rriers, 1nen vvho1n we cannot do with­
out in the back country, men 11 ho carry the 
food and the statiDn supplies to the far-back 
stations, and then carry the produce of tho'>e 
stations into the nearest railway lines some­
times hundreds of miles. Then, th~re are 
tho drovers, men who follow, perhaps, the 
modt arduous calling that we 'have in the 
State. They are travelling all the time. 
The:: go away for a little time, and then 
they como b"ck to Queensland, and they 
regard it. as their home, because they get the 
stDck "h1ch tho:,- take to other States from 
QueensJ,md. Now, the Governnwnt is going 
to deprive each and every one of them of 
the right to record his vDte on polling-day, 
and :·ct. we. h~ve hon. members getting up 
and saymg 1t IS to enlarge the franchise to 
libcralise it, to make it more democratic. ~nd 
all that smt of thing. Members must feel 
ashamed of themselv0s when they are, for 
party reasons, compelled to repeat these 

i1lfr. Coyne. 

things-because, on the face of it, and in the 
language of tho Bill itself, their statement 
is belied. As the hon. member for Mitchell 
reminds me, a number of these men who 
fDllow tho occupations of carrying, droving, 
and shearing are disfranchised because they 
cannot honestly say that they were for two 
months residing in any particular electorate. 
Two months of travelling takes a man a 
'cry long distance indeed, BVen with a 
bullock team. And he goes into another 
electorate, and frDm the moment he gets into 
that Dther electorate ho is liable to be struck 
off the roll for the one in which he resided. 
Another thing is in connectiDn with those 
men whD ap;lly to get on the roll. Imme­
diately they are two months in any place, 
they apply to get on the roll. Then, perhaps, 
thov remain there for another fortnight or 
another month. That would be throe mDnths 
in the one place, and then that station cuts 
out, and all the men go a little further on to 
another station, which happens to be in 
another electorate, and immediately they go 
there those who want to disfranchise those 
men, because of their alleged political 
opinions, will attend the revisiDn court, and 
obj,,ct to those men getting on the roll, be­
cause they are not still re.,ident in that elec­
torate. The result will bo that those men 
will never get on the roll. 1'hey are con­
stantly moving, and it is patent to every­
body that they will never be ablB to get on 
the roll while follo'ling their usual occupa­
tion. In a number of countries there have 
been serious disturbances in connection with 
the franchise. Only quite recently the whole 
of t.he busine.,s of Belgium was held up 
owing to tho denial of the franchise to the 
people of BDlgium. If the men whom the 
GoYernment propo·Je to di".frunchise under 
this Bill, and the "omen aloo, ere to revolt 
and throw the whole districts in which they 
live-and which cannot get on without them 
-into a otato of confusion, what would the 
Government think of them? Suppose they 
s.uid, " \Ve will do no more work until we 
get citimns' rights-tmtil the ban of being 
on t.he level of the naturalised Chinese and 
kanaka is removed from us, because you are 
bringing them down to the ]eye] of the 
unnaturalised Chinese or kanalm when yDu 
tell them they c.mnot get on the roll, and. if 
they are ther'e, to strike them off at the first 
opportunity. 

Mr. PAYNE: You will have another "Black 
Friday." 
~h. COYNE : They would not have 

another "Black Friday," because there 
would be no opportunity of another "Black 
Frido1y'' where tho settlers are spread over 
hundreds of milus. 

The HOME SECRETARY: You won't have 
another "Black Fridav" until that balance-
sheet is pre"0nted. . 

~Ir. COYNE: I can tell you that that 
balanc·e-,hect is lDcked up with the Em­
ploYers' Federation and People's PrDgressive 
League balance-sheets, and they are going 
to be all prc3ented on tbe same day. 
(Lavghter.) \Ve are told by members on the 
other side that mcmberc on this side dBsire 
to deprive women of the vote, and the han. 
member for Port Curtis said members on this 
si.Je were placing women bet>YCen them .and 
their duty. I >vonder whnt he meant by 
that? TD try and insult mc•mbers on t.his 
side, but because memlers on this side know 
vchat the hon. member is, he would have 
to say smne very sover.e things before 
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anyone would take any notice of him. 
Hon. members on that side will remember 
Yery wdl that it was members on this side of 
the House, and the party that now sits on 
tJ1is side of thB House, who were instru­
mental in getting a vote for the women of 
Queensland, and it was members of the same 
party that now sits on this side of the House 
who got universal franchise in the Common­
wealth for women; and for anyone to get 
up and s"'y that we wish to deprive women 
of the vote, and all this sort of thing, it too 
manifestly untrue as not to be deserving of 
notice. Of course, the old cry was raised about 
the poor woman being ill in bed, and could 
not get to the polling-booth. My impression is 
that the womBn who are so ill that they can­
not go to a polling-booth are at such a stage 
that they do not trouble very much about 
votes. :Fortunately, we have had very few 
epidemics in Queensland, and no very great 
number of people have been laid up at the 
one time. It is only in case of an epidemic 
such as srr:allpox getting abroad that a large 
number of people would be deprived of the 
opportunity of voting. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER: Or vaccination. 

Mr. COYNE: Yes, or on account of vacci­
nation. The argument that we wish to de­
prive the poor woman, or the poor man, who 
is ill in bed· of the opportunity of voting 
docs not hold water for one moment, because 
under the pl'Ovi,ions of this Bill men who 
cannot write, whether they are ill or not, can­
not get a postal vote. Those who cannot write 
are penalised for their illiteracy. I have a 
very clear recollection of something that 
happened here about twelve years ago, when 
a cry was raised throughout the length and 
breadth of the Commonwealth that Australia 
should do its duty, and that every man who 
could carry arms should go to the assistance 
of the mother country in helping the Uit­
landers of South Africa to get the franchise, 
and we sent people from all over thB Com­
monwealth to enable the Britishers in South 
Africa to get the franchise, and yet to-day 
the Government are actually going to deprive 
our own citizens-our own native-born-of 
the right of the franchise in Queensland. I 
wondN- what the hon. member for Burrum 
thinks on this matter, after going to South 
Africa to give the franchise to the Uit­
landcrF, at a risk of losing his life, and to 
find that immediately he came away they 
supplied the place of the Uitlanders with 
Chinese, and it is only quite recently that 
the Uitlanders have had a chance of votmg. 
The hon. gentleman has como back to Queens­
land, and now wishes to deprive Queensland 
natives of the right to vote-to make them 
Uitlanders. and deprive them of the fran­
chi,e. As I said at the start, I do not intend 
to go very deepl,v into this Bill,. but I will 
have a great deal to say about 1t when we 
get into Commitee. One of the chief 
rea<ons the Home Secretary gave for intro­
ducing this Bill, and the one he seemed to 
harp on more than on any other, was the 
grP~t amount of corruption that was carried 
on bv the Commonwealth authorities during 
the recent Federal election. 

The HoME SECRETARY: Not the Common­
wealth authorities. 

Mr. COYNE: Who was it, then? 
The HoME SECRETARY: I did not refer to 

anyone. 
Mr. COYNE: Why, his high-sounding note 

was the amount of corruption, malpractices, 

and O'oodness knows what other terms he 
appli~d to the last Federal el~cti~n, and a~ a 
reason for that he "'as bringmg m th1s B11l. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Quite so; it was on 
account of the state of the rolls. 

:\Ir. COYNE: \V e find that this was all 
a mere shibboleth-the cry atout all that 
sort of thing wa.,; a mere shibtoleth-there 
was nothing in it. \\" o find that m places 

whore they reckoned corruption 
[9 p.m.] was at its highest there was really 

nothing at all to grumble about, 
and that the alleged corruption which took 
place in rogarcl to double voting was only 
apparent. All that any designing officer 
who might be in charge of a pollmg-booth 
where there were two or more of the same 
name on the roll had to do was to tick the 
same namH off notwithstanding that he 
knew the voters 'were going to vote, and if 
the pcr···On came in after he had ticked that 
particular name off and asked for the vote, 
he could refuse it. The people could then 
go to another tooth and make application 
there and it would make it appear that 
thoro' was double vot~ng. It was proved that 
the double voting· was not carried on. The 
inquin· was made by the opponents of 
Laboc{r-by the opponents of the Goc"ernment 
which was in power when the elections were 
held-and the Labour GovernmE·nt came out 
unscathed from the inquiry. It was found 
that there 'vas no more double voting than 
might happen at any election, whether State 
or Federal. The Chief E.lecto.ral Officer of 
the Commonwealth said that the inadvertent 
tickinO' off of wrong names accounted for 
more than half of these duplications. I think 
we will not hear the cry raised again about 
this Bill being one to enable people to get on 
the roll more easily, while they are not really 
able to get on, because it must be apparent 
to anyone who can read tho langua~c t~at 
that is not what was proposed in th1s B1ll. 
It must be manifest to everybody who has 
followed the speeches in the H ouso that it is 
not the intention of the Government that 
the people should be enabled to: get on the 
roll, and remain there when they are on. \Ve 
can easily understand the tyranny that hon. 
members constituting the Government would 
like to exercise if they had only the po.:ve:, 
and thev are going pretty well to the hm1t 
on this 'occasio'n. The leader of the Liberals 
in Australia, the Hon. J. Cook, said the 
other day im a speech which he made-

" Liberalism began with the first tyrant 
that was born, and will live on until 
the last tyrant is dead." 

Liberalism did come into existence with the 
first tyrant who. v.as born, because the first 
Liberal constituted the first tyrant. Mr. 
Cook said it would live until the last tyrant 
was dead. Ye,, and when the last Liberal 
departs from this earthly sphere we will 
have freedom, and tho last tyrant will be 
dead. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: \Ve 
may have license and not liberty. 

Mr. COYNE: I cannot accommodate my 
mind in the same wav as the hon. member 
for Mount ::\1on:;an did, and take the good 
po.rtions of this Bill, as I do not see any goo_d 
portions in it. So far as the postal vote 1s 
concerned, we will be able to talk about that 
in Committe·e; but the qualification proyided 
in this Bill is there for no other purpose tha:n 
to dcpriYc the citizens o.f Queemland of the 

Mr. Coyne.] 
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right to exercise the franchise and to send 
men hero in whom they have trust and 
confidence to make )a ws. ' 

Mr. GR.I..NT (Fitzroy): I am not going to 
speak at any length, partly from physical 
reasons, as I am suffering from a heavy cold, 
alnd partly because the matter has been 
thrashed out already, but it is rather amusinq 
to hear the han. member fo.r \V arrego speak 
of intimidation. As a matter of fact, the 
boot is on the other foot altogether. 

Mr. COYNE: In what way? 

Mr. GRANT: Take any shearing camp. 
Suppose there is a man in that camp who 
decides to vote fo.r tho Liberal side. 

l'.lr. O'SuLLIYAN : They are not so foolish 
as to do that. 

::\1r. GRAXT: Exactly; the interjection 
proves the intimidation already. I stand on 
another footing. If a me;n de<ires to vote 
for the Labour party, "'ell and good. That 
is his bu;;ine •. , ; hut if any man in a shearing 
ca1np out \V es~-or in one of the 1nining 
camps at Sapphtrctown-wanted to vote for a 
Liberal, what w•mld they say to him? It is 
not half so much as the intimidation exercised 
on the man out \Yest working among his 
mates who are ahvays voting on one side, 
and he dz·sircs to vote on the o.thcr-the 
intimidation brought tD boar on him is far 
greater than that which any capitalist can 
bring to bear. · 

.J\Ir. Ht:XHAM: You were not always of that 
opinion? 

Mr. GRANT: I have always been of that 
opinio.n no. matter where I sat--that the 
environment has been so much a(:ainst tho 
heretic, so to speak, in that way. The hon. 
member for \Yarngo spoke about Liberalism. 
He could not have a Labour party were 
it not for the Liberals who preceded him and 
made the road easy. I think mBmhers oppo­
site have really made this Bill clear in 
regard to the \\'estern worker. I know the 
conditions there myself. A shearer, for 
instance, may be working on Cullin-la-ringo 
in the Springsure district one month, next 
month at Barcaldine Do,wns, and next month 
at Oondooroo. in three different electorates, 
and it is almost impossible for that man to 
get on to the roll. I do not think it is the 
into.'ntion of this House, certainly not of this 
party, that there should be anybody without 
the franchise in Queensland. · 

:!\Ir. RYAN: But the Bill would do that. 

Mr. GRANT: I think the Bill will have 
to be altered so that it will not be so. The 
Government has no desire to disfranchise 
people. tlpeaking a' a member of the Liberal 
party, I desire that every man in Queensland 
should be put on tho roll, and that we should 
put our case clearly before thBm. That is 
what the other side profess. Let the good 
MIDBe of the people prevail. If a majority of 
the electors want a Labo.ur party in office 
that is their business; a,nd if they dBcide, a~ 
they did at the last election, by an over­
whelming majority, that they want a Liberal 
Government in office, that is ai'O their busi­
TIC'SS. 

:!\Ir. RYAN: Don't you believe in the absent 
vote? 

Mr. GRA::\I'T: I think the absent vote has 
been subject to a good deal of-I do no.t 
say corruptiofu, but bad administration. For 
instance, suppose a man is an absent voter 
in Brisbane, and bears a very common name. 

[Mr. Coyne. 

He comes from the North and if he cho.se 
he could vote in about 'twenty or thirty 
different electorates. 

Mr. RYAN and other OPPOSITION MEMBERS: 
Not at all. 

Mr. GRANT: Of course he could. I do 
not think that the Home Secretary was 
speaking about the last election-he did uot 
speak about the election itself, but about 
the rolls. How was it possible that the rolls 
were perfect when there were more voters on 
the roll in Queensland than there were adults 
in the State? 

Mr. RYAN: That is not so; it is not proved. 

:Hr. GRANT: The Premier of Victoria made 
the s.tatemont that the1·e were 10,000 more 
voters on the rolls in Victoria than there 
were adults in the State. There is quite a 
number of adults who, through sickness, or 
~n some other way, are incapacitated from 
being on the roll. It shows that the rolls 
must be in a very bad way when therB are 
mo.rc votL·rs than there are adults. I spoke 
strong! v once before about the postal vote. 
I objechd to it, but I think, under modifica­
tions, the postal vote i." nece,sary. \Ve are 
starting from the prcmi>'es that it is decided 
that every man and woman in Queensland 
who are eligible shonld be o.n the roll, rund 
how is a sick n1an or \Von1an going to vote 
unless you give them a postal vote 'I 

Mr. RYA::<i: Would you limit it to a sick 
man or woman? 

Mr. GRANT: If thev live in blacksoil 
country about 10 mile-s aw-ay from the polling­
booth, how is it po·sible for them to travel 
on a wet day over country such as that? 

l\lr. HARDACRE: If it is not possible, it 
cannot be helped. 

2\Ir. GRANT: If that argument were good, 
then the other argument about the nomadic 
populatio,n would b0 good; but I think they 
are both 'bad. I am starting on the premises 
that every hon. member desires that. every 
man or woman on the roll should excrc1se the 
vo.t-e, and unless you giYe them the postal 
vote you deprive some of them of the privi­
lege. 

:\h. PAYNE: How can you explain the 
absent vote? 

Mr. GRANT: That is simply ridiculous. 
There were two things that the !.ate Com­
monwealth Labour Government did of which 
I heartily approved, and I said so on every 
platform during the election. I refer to the 
penalty for disturbing public meetings and 
the signed articles in newspapers. 

Mr. RYAN: What .about signed articles in 
this Bill? 

Mr. GRA::\I'T: I hopB that provision will 
be made in the Bill in that direction . .and I 
will give some reasons for it. As a newspaper 
proprietor, the leader of the Opposition 
may be fami'liar with them. (Laughter.) 

Mr. RYAN: I am quite in favour of it. 

Mr. GRANT: I am in favour of it because 
I have suffered. With regard to disturbing 
public meetings, a number of members on 
the other side-the han. member for Brisbane 
was one of them-said 'peakers at public 
meetings should not say nasty things about 
the Labour party. Now, I ask, in all sin-
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cerity, is a public man to go to a meeting 
and say only pleasant things to the people 
who meet there? 

Mr. BERTRAM: He ought to tell the truth 
there. 

Mr. GRANT: What business is it of any 
listener whether a speaker tells the truth or 
not? (Opposition laughter.) There is noth­
ing more foolish than telling lies at a public 
meeting, and if a speaker is so foolish 
as to tell lies at a public meeting, on him 
rests the responsibility. But has any man 
in the audiencB the right to interrupt 
him? H.as any man in the audience the 
right to prevent him from speaking? I 
say, "No." I claim the right, as a public 
man, to go to any public meeting that I 
call, and tell the people who assemble there 
things pleasant or things unpleasant, without 
being shut up by a noisy crowd at the back. 

Mr. BERTRAM: If a man calls some of those 
in the audience "dumb-driven dogs," have 
they not the right to resent it? 

J\Ir. GR_'I.l'\T: They have no right what­
ever to r<>scnt it there. They have a much 
more powerful weapon in their hands than 
that, and that is to vote against the man who 
says it to them. But what right have they to 
go to a public meeting and prevent a man 
from speaking, and prevent the greater 
proportion of the audience from listening to 
him? I think it is a piece of ineffable cheek 
for men to say to a speaker, " So long as 
you say nice things, we will give you a quiet 
hearing; but, if you say things against the 
Labour party, you will not be heard." 

:Y1r. Huo;TER: Why not? 

:Mr. GRANT: Ron. members opposite say 
they deprecate disturbances at public meet­
ings, and yet the hon. member says, " \Vhy 
not?" I know some hon. members opposite 
have spoken a·;ainst disturbances at public 
meetings, but their followers throughout the 
country have not followed their advice. 

::VIr. HUNTER: Do your followers take your 
advice upon the subject? 

::VIr. GR~\NT: I think it is a poor compli­
ment to anv Labour candidate when his 
supporters think tho only way his opponent 
can be answered is by silencing him. 

Mr. Hu.o;TER: Do your followers do that 
when you are standing? 

Ylr. GRA~T: No. When we took the 
brain' of the Labour party away from them, 
we also took that from them. They did 
not interrupt in our time. The penalty 
for interrupting at a public meeting should 
be as stringent as possible in Queensland 
where the franchise is so broad. Wher~ 
every man and woman is entitled to vote 
every man and woman is entitled to expres~ 
his or her opinion. Nearly all our meetings 
in Rockhampton are rowdy. I >vould hardly 
understand an election meeting in Rock­
hampton if it were not noisy. Now with 
regard to signed articles. There are ~ne or 
two good reasons why all political articles 
in newspapers during an election campaign 
should be signed. 

Mr. GILLIES: The Commonwealth Liberal 
party are crying out against it. 

Mr. GRANT: I think they are making a 
mistake. Probably they have not suffered 
as I have done from anonymous, scurrilous 

letters in papers in the electorate in which 
I reside-letters mostly written in the office 
-as they nearly always are in newspapers. 
So far as the newspapers were concerned, the 
last Feder<tl election campaign was fairly 
dignified, because the man who wrote an 
article had to put his name to it. I read 
the "\Yorker" through the Federal cam­
paign, and I found that paper was quite 
mild, simply because the writers of political 
articlr• had to put their names tD them. 

Mr. LAND : They had to do it in the 
" Courier," too. 

::Yir. GRANT: I think it is an exceedingly 
good thing for both sides. (Hear, hear!) The 
only othor matter in tho Bill that I inbmd 
to deal with is the Elections Tribunal. It 
would be a very good thing to have the 
hearing of all election petitions taken a way 
from politicians. They cannot help their 
party bias. I do not say that any tribunals 
in the past have been actuated by party 
motives, but it is inevitable that the party 
feeling must come in. I am very much in 
favour of most of the other provisions in 
the Bill. With regard to the questions to 
be answered by persons claiming to be en­
rolled, they are taking a very important 
step, and I sec no reason why they should not 
answer all those questions. They are not 
very difficult to nnswer, and they are not 
very inquisitorial. Is it not a fact that 
during the strike last year names of thou­
sands of people, who were only visitors to 
Brisbane, were put on the metropolitan rolls? 
Was that a fair thing? It affected the vote 
in Brisbane. For the same reason I rather 
welcome the suggestion that the inmates at 
Dunwich should be put on the rolls of the 
last electorate from which they came. It 
would be unfair to swamp one electorate 
v;;th all that vote. I hope some amendment 
will be made to enable the \V estern men to 
ha vo their votes, and I also hope that there 
will be some amendment regarding signed 
articles. I mav mv that 0ven with a muti­
lated Western, vote, I do not think it will 
ha .-e any effect on the ehctions. 

Mr. BEBBI~GTON (Drayton) : I would 
like' to say a few words. with regard to this 
Rill. vVe have the promise from the Home 
Secretary that such alterations will be made 
that no person will be left off the roll who 
should be on it. I support that principle. We 
have quite sufficient evidence that while this 
party had been in power, and while we have 
had the ruling of things, this State has been 
th0 most. prosperous. Its credit· is the best 
in tho old country, and, practically -speaking, 
we are in the best position of any of the 
States in connection with the Industrial Peace 
Act, and in other matters, and wh!'n we 
allow everv man to have his name on tho. 
roll, I say 'that there is no need for a strike. 
Putting the two together, that accounts for 
tho prosperity of our country to-day. 

GovER!>DIEKT ME}IBER:,: Hear, hear! 

Mr. BEBBI::'-JGTOX: I am glad to say 
that I belong to a party here who have, 
practically speaking, governed the most pros­
perous Stat-e in Australia-a State where the 
socidists have never been in power. (Hear, 
h<•ar! and laughter.) 

Mr. BOWMA'!>i : We beat you at the last 
Federal el0ction. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Not in Queensland. 
Mr. Bow,IAN: Yes, in Queensland. 

Mr. Bebbin{/ton.] 
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Mr. BEBBIKGTOX : I support this Bill 
b~cause. 1t giVes every man an opportunity 
or gettmg on the roll. I believe in that. 
I Leliovo in giving every man a share in 
the gove_rnrnent of the country, be~ause that 
lS )H"icCtlCally what ha,, delivered us from 
class government. But we have to be very 
careful that we are not stepping frorn one 
clas·• to a wor,c clas.•. We have been d,,_ 
livered from the tyranny of tho sweater and 
the blood-sucker, and those who tread down 
the workers. (llear, hear!) We have been 
dolivcrecl from them, but wo have got to 
be very careful that we are not delivered 
into the hands of tllCI socialists and anarch­
ists who would exercise a very much worse 
tyranny. (Hoar, hear ! and laughter.) That 
1s the reason why I support this Bill. In 
the first place, whoso interests are we legis­
lating in? \Vo hear so much about gottmg 
on the roll, and about being put off tho roll ! 
Are we not legislating in the interests of 
the people of Queensland? 

0PP0:3ITION MEMBERS: No. 

Mr. BEBBINGT0;'\1": When we make pro­
:vision for every person to get put on the roll 
u;1medJatoly they reach their twenty-first 
buthday, what more can we do than that? 
Is n?t that in the interests of Queensland? 
Havmg done all that we value this roll­
:-ve value ~his be~auso it is, practically speak­
mg, our mstrument of liberty and our de­
liverer from tvrannv. "\\'hv then should we 
be in such a 'hurry. to get 'every' porion no 
matter what his character is, put on the' roll 
as 'oon as he comes here? We should allow 
thew people to wait here a certain time 
before we allow them to have a share in 
the government of the country. Why should 
we allow the'e people to be put on the roll 
as soon as they come here, when we know 
that they have come from countries where 
many of them have never had a vote in their 
lives 'I \V e know that thoro is a great differ­
ence in the standard of living hero ';mel in the 
oountries that these men come from. In Aus­
t:·alia we have established a high standard of 
hvmg-m fact, our standard is higher than 
that of any country in tho world. It is the 
duty of this Government to maintain that 
standard, and even make it bettor is we can 
and better tho conditions of the whole of th~ 
people who are here. We bring people from 
overeea, and they come from places where 
they have never had a vote in their lives. 
If we put them on the roll straight awaY 
they. ~;tre not going to bring about bette~ 
cond1hons for our workers. It is not goino­
to help tho people of Queensland to put 
these people on the roll as soon as they come 
here. Just look at the countries they come 
from. and see the difference between those 
countries and Queensland! We have an elec­
toral roll hero, and I have a copy of it in my 
hand. Hcr.e we put all our adult people on 
the electoral roll. In t[w countries that these 
people come from, human life is not valued 
as much as cattle and horses. Why, cattle 
and horses are sheltered in these countries 
and are thought far more of than the 
workers. 

OPPOSITION :MEMBERS : Hoar, hear ! 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : It is quite true. 

Mr. Bow11AN: Don't you think that they 
should have a vote? 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: We are not goino­
to. be in a hurry to put them on the role 
G1ve them twelve months to have a look 

f Mr. Bebbington.-

round. \Vhy, the workers themseJvpq do not 
agree with the conditions upon which they 
should work. Lot us sec the courc-o one class. 
would take. Hero is a quotation \ h'ch shows 
what tho ,.,ocialis:s think about it---

" Between those two clas3es (employers 
and employed) a struggle must go on 
until the workers of the world take 
p03session of tho earth and the machin­
ery of production, and abolish tho wage 
sybtem. It is the historic mission of the 
working class to do away with capital­
isn1.'' 

These are the people we do not want to 
give a share in our government to. I hav<> 
another quotation here, which shows the true 
spirit of the worker. It reads as follows:-

" "\\' e rq}udiate, as a party and as in­
dividuals, the policy ancl methods of 
revolutionary action put forward under 
the variou' names of syndicalism, indus­
trial unionism, and direct action, under 
which the workers would be committed 
to planned industrial strife, stimulated 
class warfare, and the use of force in· 
stead of the process of law." 

Those are the class of workers that are re­
presented bv this side of the House, and they 
are tho cla'ss of workers who will keep us 
here. We should not be in a hurry to allow 
people to get on the roll as soon as they 
como to this country. It is not too long to 
lBt them wait for tweh·c months. Vle get 
some fine farmers from tho other States some­
times, and no one would object to them get­
ting on the roll very quickly, because they 
make good citizens; but those men who went 
into the Treasurer's office a few weeks ago 
and refused to take their hats off should not 
be put on the roll at all. (Hear, hear ! and 
laughter.) Are those tho stamp of men for 
whom we want to make it easy to get on 
tho roll? 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: No, no! 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Arc we acting in the 
interest o£ the people in allowing every rogue 
and vagabond >vho likes to cross the border 
to get on to the roll as soon as he gets here? 

Mr. RYAN: Do you call the immigrants 
rogues and vagabonds? 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: No; I am referring 
to the men who were at the 'rreasurer's 
office tho other day. They are the kind of 
men who will vote for the socialist, because 
they are socialists themselves. The defini­
tion of socialist is a person who is anxious 
to divide his goods with someone who has 
more than himself. (Laughter.) \Vhen we 
think of that definition, we can quite under­
stand why these men who have nothing, and 
who are always in trouble themselves, want 
to have the chance of dividing with some­
bodv else. These men m:e very anxious to 
j oir{ the socialists. They are not likely to 
join our party. We are justified in bringing 
in a Bill like this, and keeping these people 
off the roll-for a certain time at any rate. 

Mr. Ht:XHAM: "\\'ho do you refer to as 
the rogues and vagabonds ·1 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : I refer to the men 
who came into the Parliament gallery the 
other dav. You know the men who came 
here. Those are the men whom we want to 
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keep rff our rolls altogether. There are other 
r1>a~o~1, ·whv wo should keen thcn1 oh vur 
elccoral roils. I am quite satisftecl tlnt ''o 
should give :1 vote V) c \ ery '' orkor who is 
at prtsenL in Quccu•;lanc1. The slh ar.:::::s \York­
ing in tho \V c;t are quito cntitkd to get on 
the cledc ral roll, but there aw ot]prs v ho 
should not get on at all. Some yp,_rs a co I 
"'~-ent into a shearing-_,h(-1 aud { sa1 about 
150 men working there. They were about as 
fine a class of 1nen as .. ron could \vi,-: h to sec. 
I said to the 1nanagcf, ''You hayc got a 
fine lot o£ n1en therP," and }J-- :'lid, ''Yes, 
tltLy from. :i'\cv South \Yalt •J, and they 
will go in-_,- L".ck aG 1in dire ,ll: .~' \i-'"\y, 
thcso IL ~n onl.-- f""-op in Qucell9hLld 1 hree 
mon.ths, a'_ld th-·n ~o Ltck to Net- 0outh 
Wal ''· \Yhy should th2:· bo P'in 1 a yr>'.e 
as SO·Oll s Cll'~7 corqu into tho s~ -~tc? I quite 
admit th ,t Yon could nee o:ot a be tor da'1 
of L1cn, stiil thf'y have n0 inlerc·t in our 
Stc-- c, P-ld ;. --~~ they n1igllt give a YO- c h?re and 
is-' lccck to Kew f'cu,h Y:ale'J ar :n. If tlcis 
roll is of valv..-' to us, v.TP F

11culd t:.kc 
GO'" a carp, 1 .• To [tllc ~-~ ·~o ;-c on it. (I-Ic<1r, 
hen~:!) Th-:r [~Yo o:hor t}jn_~·s ~.,T do no-G 
like. \YG kno". ho·,- th'"' r-ocir 1_ist scrYc us; 
thev make Lib2ral workers contribute to their 
pol}'ical funda rrnLl their socialif:~c exr .ri~ 
meuts. 

j\ Ir. II crTER: ELr do t-hey r:.. nat c it? 

~~lr. idl you Lo~.v 
tho'.' ·) \Y orb rs' 
Unlcr con £500 as t~.cir 
share to-..vr ex pen <::J of th j fiot-.tion 
of a propc PD1Jcr. r h., the: decidt>d to 
pcnr lise the '·\ .::.n kc.· to per 
\Y<·--k on tho L.r Jt £1 
\y,cel::: 

it i;:; 
is a 
fun de. 
no' h 

tl:cir. 
dF._D S 

pcrh"~S c~o not 
and fr:unil~.:-(h· ; 
th~ 11 af~cr beiwr tP- 'O\ n 
kn0\. \Yh t it is""' to 1-:n.-..} 
aGd to be cnt of work. 
hvonty-seyon Liberal "-orkmen pon·'liood by 
socialis' s bet ns-J thr ~, -~--ol:ld not 
tain arnount to"'- Ul\:s'"" the cos~ of 
n>~,',-fp P"r-becaL·:::t.. They -v.'ould 
nmou:Yt. fron1 rncn.:__y 1.-,hi·:h th y 
\\·ork d fot· and r ·.rL·'cl. know whd it 
L bA th.,o-..vn cut of ; you are vhnost 
afrc,id to go honw to yollr \Yife and children, 
but the :sf' r :-Jci.tlj .t 1~1t: ·nb rs of the union I 
have referred to no- :r g. vo a 11 mght to that 
Illu.tt"'r. Y\-o have to be carctul -:,,h,>n1 ,-.o ge~ 
on our roP :l. I say giv J our 0'\>":1 lY·oplo, 
every one of them, a vote at h-vcnt:',On3 
ye:n~ of age, f:·_nd let f:::')e who are now 
arri\ ~tl·. liv'. hero twelve months before they 
are enrolled as votC'rs. Tht.re ¥.-'ere several 
other things thot I intonderl to say, but they 
ha,-e escaped my memory, and I shall resume 
my seat. 

Mr. WELSBY: After the brilli:'nt oration 
and peroration of the han. member who has 

1913-3 y 

just Gat do• n, I s}wuld like to make juct a few 
bri~f r8rnarks on the Bill. There are one or 
two matters that I should like specially to 
refer to. O;ne -;va:-< in a speech maL!:~ by a 
1nen1ber of the Indnpendent party, h,1ckcd up, 
I ')'uppc~sc, b_', his c1.uru::. That hon. member 
said-

" It v , :J all Ycrv well for members on 
the GO\'ernmult side to talk about not 
clisck ,,ing Goyernnv·nt business, but \Yhy 
should u,embers of the Opposition bE: in 
a ',. ,~r·· · pc.:iition tlLLn rr1en1bers sitting be~ 

Govtrnnl· .1+? No doubt ever:_;rr 
,· i ·- --ing on t}\e GovernmenL side 

r ·,rf, ~:b y.·ell the provisions of the 
:1roposecl Bill.'' 

-Ll_ J hon. n"lem~ 
of the vctluf' of 

,~ gi~~11g a;way tho 
oi ih0 liou -'=', 1 1nay 

genm·-nlly that, although I 
of th~s part"" in tho las~ Parlia~ 
~ :~ i'l thio;; J?arl;·t.Incnt, I haye 

at ., rcrr,- -.di ~g- L:·u ..:u1 meet­
to bo introduc' 1. in the 

CPPO.,ITION =: LE.:.~=--ER: But yotL are a 
boy. 

Mr. \YLLSBY: I mc<r be a naught0 boy, 
but I n;.n a fairly independent spLtker, and 
I Fay th t J; ;)L ,: ro brought into thi" House 
wiJwut the knowledge of men sittin:.; bf hind 
thf' C c.binet, and that tht .Y get ex: dly the 
san1e an1ount of inforJ.llation concerning 
L, '<.. ~nrcs as is ext- nded to n1,....n1bers on the 
oppm-ito ..)ide o£ the House. The Ho1ne See­
r:._ >ry, for who1n I hav3 ha.d a very high 
;' nd Jeep r~:.g;·rd for 111J.llY ~e::.r3 I a'3t-, ahYays 
rut his Hrf":_ln1enL3 \Vith a l ,Jnsidt,,_•able 

of force, aLJ, SlJ0_ king on this BiH, 
h-_- ,\-a, Htre that it \Yas one of tho 

most ''omr.lcto ancl effectiye measures of its 
kind ever brought before Parliament. I 
haYo a vision in m.r mind's eye, as Horatio 
had, arcd that yjcion is t'l.at, when this senion 
c.HJ•, and wo are alimccd to go home to 
onr Y>'iYes Dlld HJ.l·.~ilics, <:lnd "\V(' find ~he door­
of Parlicment House closed, over the portals 
will be cCCn th< k words: " This House. on 
"ccount of the good don<· by the Cabinet, is 
clo d for c 1·er. For further information 
apply to the Heme Sc,,rctar'·." Then will 
co111D the \v0rds " La ns Deo," vvhich means 
"Prai the L >n:l." In L~Y opinion) this 
Bill ha vo· been left over until next 
se-ssion. 

J;ir. I ~XD: I-~n't it as c·ood as tho Liquor 
Bill? 

Jl: r. 1YEI~SBY: I will speak of that later 
on. \Vhv h"s not the Tr•.mw-nvs Bill been 
brought forward before now? \Vhy has not 
the Polic' Offences Bill been brought for­
ward ths session? And why has not the 
an:-,nding Bill which has been asked for 
b:-· the Press and a certain party on more 
than one occasion-an amendment of the 
Liquor Ace-been brought forward? I am of 
opinion that the Bill now before us, what­
eyer may be its future fate, is a direct 
hit against the Oppnoition. 

0PPQic.ITION ME'?liBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. \VELSBY: It has been said during 
the course of the debate that all persons over 
the age of twenty-one years should have the 
right to yote. The han. member who leads 
the Onnosition used words to that effect, and 
said, ~''What will liberal-minded eleotor.s 

Jf r. W elslJtf·] 
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think of the Bill?" Later on in the week 
tho PrPmier complimented the hon. member 
<;m the way that he had spoken, and said that 
1£ he had not held a brief for the Opposition 
he would have made an effective spewh on 
the Bill from the Government point of view. 
I have the privilege of me-.lting with men 
in various busines•••'S, and I have heard more 
than one make rmnarks about tho speech 
of Lhe leader of the Opposition, and those 
n•m:.rks were to his credit. It is all very 
wdl to say that nomads should bo allowed 
to vote, but thne is one class of nomad-a 
<;!b.ss of peripatetic m•cn-who are a great 
bendit to the Stat~ of Quensland. 

Mr. O'SuLLIVAN: You c-annot do without 
thciiL 

Mr. WELSBY: I am speaking of another 
class of men than those tho hon. member has 
in 'iew. I have not had the privilege of 
travelling in the \Ve:-tern part of the State 
and be • oming acquainted with the class 
to which the hon. member rf'fers; but I 
know one class of people who have ~ppa­
rently been lost sight of in this discussion. 
and they will be blocked from voting, as well 
as the shearer. I refer to commercial tra­
vellers. The commercial travellers in Bris­
bane are about 1,200 strong. I have been 
informf'd since I came into the House to­
~right that it is intended to extPnd the postal 
-provision to pere::m, who are 50 miles away 
from a nol!in:'-booth. but if vou do not make 
provision that any !Jerson ,~-ho is beyond 50 
mil{•s from a polling-booth, and canrwt ree:)rd 
his YOte in the cJe<.. torat0, Ula:; l';_ coi \~C a po~ ;o_l 
ballot-paper, how is a commercial traveller 
to vot-~? 

'I'he HOME SECRETARY : It has been ex­
~olained that provision will be made for that. 

Mr. WELSBY : I think the Bill does a 
groat injnstice to those men~ who are making 

the trade and commuce of 
[9.30 p.m.] Queensland, and I have great 

sympathy with them, as I have 
with the nomad shearer. I am of this 
opinion-I have bc.:-n inclined to give a kind 
of friendly warning to member; of the Cabi­
net-that a Bill brought forward, and which 
tal_,,., its shape from a certain majority be­
hind them, will lie down bv the side of 
another Bill which was Pc'Ssed-by this House 
bst sec_ :ion. 

Mr. Tr.'lUT: \Ve are just 'as free to expre'ls 
,our opinions as you are. 

to VO~~--·GVCr-::- to:..1{ :;t 
ga\~~ h~l!l that ri;~llt and hr breaks 

pun1 n r1nn. II a Inan j;;; cnti~-ic.J 
a vote, ~nd if it is found t~1::tt ho 

~ :_t 1-::~ ... n bo nu:1ishod. I h.:~\~c seen 
fe•;.r o:::.c<.-lDns indGr<:l in Y.hl h ::1en ha-re 
pun'Jhed for wrongfully votin;;. It is 

ell! very well talking after e'ections Bnd sayin::; 
that there are more people on the roll than 
there are in tho electorate, and that there 
are more people on the rolls than there are 
:i:m the State, but surely if that state of affairs 
"""ists, somebody is responsible for it, and if 

£Mr. Welsby. 

the Government pays money to persons who 
do wron;, they should be punished for it. 
I can renwmber the time when I had the 
right to seven vote-,, for seven different pro­
perties, and I was certainly, so far cs my 
votes are concerned, o.ne who did his bc>t 
possible for tho State of Qurensland as 
against, say, the drunken loafer. That man 
has no·Jr the same voting pov er a~ I have, 
for those days are g·onc. Then, again. a 
great demand has been made that we should 
foster immigration. I have held that for a 
long time, and I have sLod it on the public 
platform, that our State does not hold suffi­
cient people. \Y e arc bringic.g in people now 
who have no~ the vot' in Great Britain, and 
by the prc'Jent Bill they must be in Queens­
land for twelve months before they can get 
their voting power. Then, I believe that the 
Bill is goi1P to give votes ·co sailors. But 
"hy eLouid ·not provision he m~de for the 
r;reat. nuhlh<'rs "·ho travel up around Cairns 
and Burketown, and are ordinary pacsengers 
on the stean,,ors on which those se,ilors >Wrk, 
to havo thcjr votr-s? Se_ilors, app'll'ontly, 
are being allowed to vote at sea ; but, as 
hon. members all know, dLuing the winter 
months, not only from Sydn~y and th~ other 
Southern capitals, but aLo. hom Bnsbane, 
large numbers travel as far as C'-Joktown and 
Cairns. Thcv maY be at sea on polhng-day, 
and if the sailor "is to haYo his vote, why 
should the pasc·"nger not have his also? 
Th,ere are various things in the BiH which 
have my support, but I d<1 not like the 
pro.posal to vote by putting a cro\s opposite 
the name of the candidate duired. I think 
the hon. mccnh:>r for Townsville, 'peaking 
a1_jout a fortni,-.ht .aro, said that he was of 
opinion that the better ·ray \Yonld be to 
cro·s ovt a man's name. I am still of that 
opinion; it is far better for the ordinarily 
int,,llir·ent voter and for the man ,--hose mind 
ma.Y be aJun1bratr.)d and not of the ordinary 
intelligcn '-he can put his mark through 
the narn;; of the man ho docs not \Vant, and 
he c.c'l lndersiand it. I do not Eke the sys­
t- m of puttin· a cross oppoqito one of the 
nL'l Fj as being copied fro1n t-l1e Common­
wct.ltb, and I hope tint when the BilL goes 
into Comn.itt 'e Letter counseL< will prevail, 
and that tho pre ,ent sy "tom will be allowed 
to remain. ThBn. I am no loYer o.f the 
contingent vote. I believe that it is a vote 
which rill provoke cqufusion, and it is far 
bc,ttcr not to accept what they ,-doptnd 
in New S-::mth ·wale in the last fe o monthe, 
'ut rather !o. let a man b" retun --i by a 
pur J an--1 sin1ple rrajorit~v. I a1n not in 
r,c -o~·d.:~nco ... r, ~:h the opinions o£ most mcn1~ 
bors on that pojnt, .and from LlY c:;pcrience 
I hopr~ th·,_t. it >:7111 he rcjer.i 0d. \Yjth regard 
t0 pollinr-~c\t~Y·, a gr0at dc:-l of tdk has bocn 
TilE 1o o-v-er tho tr _).l1~Ie that ha" , t 
( lcr-~..~on/3. Tho p'J~l rlcrl.:.J, to a v~=;ry 

· c rt· 11onsiblc fo_ the troubk•. Son1o 
ar9 ( ;loP·'n ~.~.'i-h not too Llnch 

and, bcj'l': men of 'rri" ·ble 
and na)nrc, they lose their hc::tds, 

in tho ruf.\h the n1is~2kes arc 
I do not lik0 the ide:<. of aboli.Jh~ 

n:J:mina · I0•11S and rlcJ.-' rati-ons. 1 
we that the frc0, independent, John Bull 

ce>rt of eke lor lib'; to he ;r the r!eclamtion 
on tho e· •ning of tl ·-' clBLtion and thf n at 
tlw formal c!Lcln:ation. L'_ccordinz to. this 
liill neith<'r declaration is to made, on the 
.night of election nor later, but merely by 
means of tho newspapers. As to the provi­
sion regarding canva,~ing near a polling·­
boo.th, I think it is a very wi·-e provision. It 
is one that affect~ both sides of the House. 
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It is an excc-?dir~lv dclicat•. thing to Ltko 
a Lcl,· tD th0 l'o]J tln·"u~-h howling crowd 
rom.l ·:he l:omh, and 1 am plcc.scd to see 
that ti--c Ho,me becrctary is goin'"· to prevec1t 
an elec,tor from co~:Jing within 50 feet of the 
Looth. 

j11r. Bow~:AN: It is the s .. mo as the Cum­
monv.,r.:::a~th provision. 

l\Ir. v;ELSBY: I h.•ve been againct tho 
uon. n1c~~bt'l' for Fortitud:; :"-r aHoy rnyself 
c 1 L10ro ll,J.n one occasion, an\_~ against Jl,Jr. 
1\lcL-~:hlan al-,J, B11HJ. 0~1 t: .. :._e <-CC,I-PiOL") t~l8 
:;:cl•t,_ions bet-,,·(> 11 tho tluCe of us hay.- bEC~n of 
the rno.s' ;rieJJC:!v nabre. I lone.•: Lat at 
the las'_ clcdion tho Lon. E1cmbc,· • ·.ked the 
eL d Jrs in l-lert\yr to _s·ivc 111e a paiien~, 
h·- Lril- ~-,, and I a~::;:ed 1ny old constitu~nts in 
the -..,~alloy to give hiHl r_ c·c, ·} hearing a!-<J. 
I did lWt ?et it -

:Hr. ~Ior;GAN ,· \',"hy -hOL;1d that ever be 
DO( ·~ -:.,:;J ry '[ 

i\lr. Y1'"ELSBY: Of course, the hon. n1cm­
b8r ahv,tJt'3 geb it. But w1,n'·cr or not, 
r, the lh 1·1. r:.wmbcr for 1?-urkc · -,:_L ·c._.~u ;/ J.nt 
a puglli. v in the (hair, I do no kllow, but 
I think it is r;;;ht that eve 7 m_cn, no 
l~mt~ -~hat hi·. viL ~Y,-- rnay b1:, sl·ould h;,ve a 
fair 2nd put.i-,ut. huring. I kno--; th c. •.,·hen I 
spoke at the Federal election-as, no 
doubt, hon. rs ou the other sida also 
did in f our d th cr p:crty c.tm1ide.te _.~I 
addre-r,,•d a n1 e:i.~:g 1vithin 100 y::~rds of 111:;· 

Dlvn I- Juso ::.:.t Ncl'7 Farn1 and I \vas gro ..;;l=,T 
i,:u~ ~llted. It \Ya { no·, th0 first 0( < usion an 
which I had bcP 1 so treated and I supposo 
:you g('~ thick-skirll1·cd, and ~·c1narks do not 
sink homo sD clcenh- a~ th~. othE-rwis8 n1i~-ht 
do. PLI'ting the 'numLr on tho Ltll.ot-prrpd' 
is also a gz--Jd ide , aud I r Lo n ry'rce 1vith 
the hDn. nlcmbr_r f. r ~ l{}un:, )iorcrUn in h?s 
remrrrk '· on th' y t 'r ·' right .. I think it is 
v orth a trial. If a n1an has a vot~ r's right­
he m:.y l:e a~' 0d !o p;.-;r for it or no.t~he 

plal ". r:lhrn, to the Elcc-
I : pproYc of pro11 J to 

a the ~.,,hole 

think 
[l_trl. 011011, 

of 'he qucstirm -:nd 
under -tho pre"''- 1t 

m mb r fc · Port 
t1uc '1 \·,n vne ,.ide 
a: t.Y , 

y) : I do not de­
of this Pill lifO 

E".ying a vv~rd or t;,>;-o on it. 
i'T:prcs~~on t~ ·at eYory n-·em­
up ia his place in the House 

a-: clv ':;1d fullv as tho la.-t 
r:_oca]-cr did. It i 'qui o evide"nt that maw· 
n1cr·1·:;rs on the OPllosite dele could ;;ea1: in 
tho nunc n1:1nrc·r 'S the hon. I:-1embe1~ for 
}._~f'- thyr did if the~.- on 1y had the courage to 
• " : k out their c Dini.ms :ts plainly <ts he did. 

is no qu0~:Jlon in th.e n1inds {'f hon. 
t 1 tJ.t f-is Bill has been brought in 
in~ention o': hitting fw men who 

the pariy site' :1g on this sido of the 
I do not see any reason for the intro­

duction of this measure, as the elections on 
the last occasion, as far as voting was con· 
cerned, wore conducted as cleanly as any elec­
tions in Australia, or in the world; and, what 

is more, I think the absent vote at the last 
election~, as we have it in our present elec­
toral law, is about as up to date as it is 
possiblD h get it. Members sitting on the 
other side say that tl!Gy agree that every man 
and every woman who i': entiHed to a vote 
should be on the electoral roll. The qm:,tion 
is, who do they reckon is entitled to vote? 
\Vc herrrd a dissertation by the hon. member 
for Drayton .,~, to who he considers should 
be eli;_,iblc to vot<>. \Ve have heard members 
sitting on the other side of the House say 
th,,t we v.·ant more immigrants brought into 
the country~thrrt we cannot bring them. in 
kct enough~and yet the hon. mem'•er for 
Dr~yton said he would not give the immi­
:..ranL a vot0, ,imply beoauso they were not 
allovv~d to Yote in their o·,, n country. I 
doubt very much whether the hon. member 
-.- ould have a vote if he were in England. I 
taln it that '"" are more democratic in Aus­
tralia, and the verdict of the people of Aus­
tr,<.lia htH 1--.(~:.1 in faYour of ac1ult suf'raff\', \:Vc 
h1.·. e brought in com,tul·,ory t.r~jning for our 
, outL·~, aLd ':-.. o n1ake thcrn food [or po\vde1· 
and shot if the countr·.· is invaded. If it is 
right to compel the ·e youths when they have 
grown up to be liable to be called upon to 
protect their country, is it not also right that 
Hlc"" should have a vote ·~"!1en the:y k ecoine 
tw~nt:··one ye:·Ts o: a;ce? Bd if vve have a. 
Bill u<:h r' thi·, unless thuo arc some 
dr:<.stic alt-rations made in it, I venture to 
say that thousands of the youths in the 
co _,ntry a( the present time will not be en­
titled to vote v. hen t 11c y are grown up. A 
good deal has been said to-night, and on 
fon:H r occasions, about the nomadic vote. 
Some ).·aken h"ve said that they did not 
believe the -hc:u·ers should hav-e a vote. 
I\ow, Mr. Speaker, you haYe had some ex­
pericn, e in th0 \Ye,tcrn country, and ::ou 
know vvhat the pastoral industry ·has done 
for Qucemland. It is rcspon ible for over 
CO JWr con". of the exports. 

JYir. Tl'JL:T: Di-d any hon. me·nber say t-hat 
r.hFarcrs should not L,v·e a vote? 

~,lr. IIA11ILTON: I kno·~y Pc,rne hon. mBm­
bers did. Tln labour of ihde men is as 
n· :.r.'· for the su: -Al.'·' of that industry 
as sun·- hine and t l1o rain; and, \vhat 

the r:-1ture of tho industry is such 
1nen are called upon n1oYo about 

to shed. I carin. for a 
the dil~1cult,": I 

and I know tte 
on the roll and 

in:>· the occu­
Blll is not 
'· I say tho 
the ]aot ekc­

OYfl'Y man in the 
c'1untry tD vote. If every po~itioal 

IYhcn they h 1 ppon -;.,J g-et intJ 110\Ycr, 
to f:: • r:; manclE.r el _..~,~,Jral nFttters in 

Ul&ke thc'n c_ue, •shat sort of a 
Y. _yu]d ;,ve have? Tha p..1rty 

po-.-,-cr no\v, .and they ar"3 to 
the (_ lo~toral rolls. so to giYe 

a >h lc of life. It (]uite 
evid'·nt that ~-11 desire for the nurifica-
ti·,n of the rolls has only ariccn since -the last 
Fe·_' "~1 f 

1.cctioL'. The of those doc-
t:ons gc"VE thr·n a fright, they :::ay they 
1nust do f· J·~1cthi :.g, or else perhaps the sarne 
Fsults will occH ,.l,en the mxt S' tte c.lec­
ti;)nS .arc hold, and so the:' are going to take 
time by the forelock, gerrymander the ele-c­
tor··-,1 roll', and disfranchise half the voters 
of the oountry. The Home Secretary said 
the police are going round purifying tho rolls 

Mr. Hamilton. J 
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and striking those people off the roll who 
have no right to be on. As far as that is 
concerned, they are doing quih rig·ht, but at 
tin same time, while they are striking those 
off the roll who have no right to be on, they 
sluuld pnt tho:,._, on the roll "ho have a right 
to be on. I am not advocating the cause of 
the l11D.n Yrho goes in for double \obng. I 
hp.".-c no tiu1e for tho n1:1~n vrho knD',\ ingly 
and >Yillingly vote•. twice:, and I think if -.hey 
can ]n·ove that SL.·:h has been done the k w 
fhoulc~ ~Je aJlo•\ed to take its cou1se. and tho 
guiltc· rn-m prose .ctted. If there is all this 
<louhl' and treble voting going on, how is 
it that no pro'·E•.utions have taken place? 
\Ve know it was said thnt there were thou­
sands who vot<ed twic3 at the last F; 'oral 
elections, hut \Yhen inquiry \VUB n1acle it \Yas 
found t11at there was no foundation for tho 
sbtcmcm at all. As re;card, wL ·t the hon. 
member for Drayton sai'd about the Lah.ur 
pady forcing meml.Jers of organisations to 
co;,trilJub 2d. pc. Y'car t) ,mrds L 'bou:· 
pt 11crs_. I \>:·~~.uld poia-:, o'-1t that onb· the other 
da} I \\GJ rer_diL~{ n:'Jout a ll1c8jL~ of tho 
farners' a'· <J-ciation at Bc:tudoscrt, and o .... 1c 
n1en11:'Jr f ,:id th.-:tt if any 1nmnbc1' of the orga~ 
nisation ';ot. J for Lul.nr ,he ow;ht to be 
kicked out. l r-ead Hut in one of t~1o lnorn­
ing ~:nilies in BrLbanc. If a rrr·._lbor {/ the 
La'JOur (rga.nisation said tha+, it \Yould have 
be~n b:.1zoned forth all O\,.er t~l8 conntrv. 
'TLc2·e aro a ~ew thing~ in this n1ea:: lHO th~t 
I cannot u~dcr .t{cnd. In the early p the 
Bill 'Y;·ovict·· ~~ tha a ::: 1an \vho is o:1 
the elcdo,·al roll is eligible to "Jecome a 
candidate. That Drovisio 1 nlu:t haYo bc·~n 
put in to suit so:..nB p.'tr~k-Ilar b..__:1tlunc.n or 
another. It is nc~ in our pr ·3ent e1

' ~-.tJ ·r;_~ law. 
At pr0s .... n1- a pc;_ ·On :1as to be un e~ector in 
the Stqte before he i eligible to LJCOHh\ tt 
CJ'~; jj,L,b,, :Jut Ul1L

1 
'l' thl Bill pYcvlc,[ . .Jn is 

being rrr.de to allOV\7 any Pf'fb)ll 1Yll{) is 
eligil-llo '.J b• . ..:on1e an ,clec>Jr to bc<:orne a 
candidate. \';hat is the rca e::1 for that pro­
vis:on if it has not been put in to ·-uit so1ne 
ge~~tkl;1an tvpo

1 
h\1 q. proJ.)8rty in tb State, 

_t Y Lto ;1rou·.oh,Y hvcs 111 rnQ the o: h :r 
? It i B\yi2tent:y put in r·1 , L:ch a 

1~n co-r_1e hcl<J and :......'o_.~c a c._n-
t c ;~y-I'-:Ir rr ,-- 11 
definition, Pill _,pro'-

n . ., ilJ 'l:: t; 
otc u::_ le~, he _ a r:"'' 1-\. grc-J.t 

shE- arcrc; live in -coun~rv; 'htir 
is in t~1e hotel. dUll time 

o£ 'y':ar -C0ll1CS OP- a~~J 
1 oYe ·, t~Lev ~)nt lF.~ 
there unt'l 'the nc>:t 
their ho~ne to <1ll intent and '1 
they cut c: v:.-or:-:: tl-_er ; but under 
th:_; in vic\v of !l-: int·erprc1.:~tion of 
\Yhat a r£:· ~·J.(-"'JC.J lJl;";:-;' he, SOElG 
· -iJl refu-· to ar ;;c 1~-is a3 r, .. e of 
tLc a ··c1 buTI(L·ecL c:'_' then1 "11HY be-
CD .. P '1ised. \Ve kno·.,, t''o di'flcuL ; 
t\at ; ~1e pas+ until the ,--erLlict yya~s 
l!lYen b:v OLO of oilr District Court juc1 ge:-·. 
lt Yras chci-c: ~d th"lt i£ a 1nan ht d a tent on 
the l"~nk of a crcck, or he }i..-in!:" under 
the shade of a trc c, that wrcs home~ From 
th0 interpretation nur on at ~irJ.Jo 
diffiruU for t.1 n1:1ii to P"8' on 
umlt'l' the c\ 'lnitio-n of l:"c,;don<·l i" y;ill 
b0 cliff cult for men to gc' on the roll ~nd 
keep on it. So!lle of the qu-"tions thrt a 
n:-an has to ansv.-er vdwn hr: makes app1ica­
tJOn h <"rt on the roll 'are most ridiculous. 
It is almost impossible for a man to amwer 
some of theso quctiom., It is a good many 
_years since I first came into Queensland, 

[Mr. Hamilton. 

and I can hardly say how I got into tho 
State. I belieYc I came in on h01·e,~ back. 
I do not know what time it was, but it 
would be nec·~•ss . .t·y to remember these things. 
You ~re also ask0d, '' If you are not a 
nat.i~:e of Queensland, \Yhen did you arrive 
in tho State?" I ren1unber an old rnagis­
th,~ --:, \,hen I \Vas a boy in BendigoJ asking 
n. h~dv as t-1- ho'.v she ca~P'~ l1 fore hiL_-she 
hr d a"ppcarFl b~ 'me him several time . She 
s_ id shG had" src;~,,ocl hor~ t?lf, r,nj dipped 
cl·>'.vn a rainb-ow. A rnan or \YOD1an 1night 
give the .11110 ansvver here. The Inagi;_;trate 
gave t:w ', oman three months to perform the 
opec·atic n of slipping up agttin. (Lau~ohter.) 
There i·. al_o a question asking vrhore a 1nan 
,,,,·as born. It ',,as polnt<:d out by the leader 
of thi> r ut:· that it ,..,J,s only he o.rsay & · to 
\\her-o a. n1an '\Ya:J bor11. Then, another qu<:. -:­
tion i , " \~'here do your wife and ch:!dren 

?" I think there are man, in the 
~d10 ru\d ha e a dilfH .,]ty in that. 
~1en l:1ve no wife and .._ilildrc~l. A 

good deal ha, l.Jc ''1 s,· ic' '~·.bout men who arc 
en,r:a cl 01 c J~ tre(!-_:i,)n '\YorkJ on the rail-

_1aYir:g a Yot-- I think thc-·o n1en are 
to a y,,'te. The-- aro doin-: hard .and 

v,-, .. rk, an.J al:o carryirlg on their 
O{.; ·~-~~on nEder \ c:tY c.rduous c-oJ.1ditions out 
111 '·he fnr =\o~thernv and \Ve~:_crn countr/; 

unde.· ·~lC dr,r:nition of re-ic_~.:nG;) in this 
Bill it ·xill be c[iffi~ul' for any of the'"' men 
to '~ on tho roll ._tnd }"avo a vo!~o. A good 

d~ponds on tho_c ·who achninister the 
Take the incerpretati'--'n c£ tho Liquor 

Act. In 11'11£ ti dozrn different to1>.yns th0 police 
put h lf a doz0n difffr ~nt interpretations on 
thL cL r .. · 2s in the ~:..ct. I krro -/,· places where 
the. Y, iii not allo>· c man to in' .1 an hotel 
on }:'nndar. The 1.vhich \vould 

e oES i.1 t 1 is Bill 
111:1 '_e i-1 very <.rL-ic:1lt f.o.._, .unyonc tJ get 

J is -the C1 UE:'tlun of 
in the St-,te t'.,e:v-, 

can ho, e a vote. I think 
in t:,c St t h six months 

enough to entitle him 
to roll. To n1o.ke a 1nan 

t-v 'vJ lllOllths 8_:_1 the 
ha_; to put in r )pli-

it '.vill 1· 'en or 
a vote. 

a~lt to Cllf'CE1'0.0,'G 

rig·hls at tlle 
not imui· 

about giVlilg 

r vo., ~. l kno•;v n1 ny 
Du __ _,_ ', ic~... at the 

l1~1-::1 "· ro in tho 
a&;o, nne~ helped to 
111an•' of th{F ,. wh-o ur­

:10 .. to t}·,· colony. In old agO 
to g J to Dun':·i,ch, p·,_:·:laps 

_ c " snvi11g as tL.ey 
it c'!ly right that they 

a Yoto. ·v hclncd to ma1c the 
v.-~ "tt it i·· Thf'~C is~ a g-ood deal in 

so:<'c ]c,m. 1uc:nr~rs ecty-that it wonlcl 
no, ribht to haYe a blodr vo+3 in an elec-
torate-but thcv shouH have a vot8 in the 
e]. Jorate frnm \vhich th• v htt ,~e come. As far 
:.'.s t>~ pes tal vote is coil{ 0rncd, I ~o~re \Ve 

are not ::oiiut to b..::'<~ a recurrence of ".';rhat '\Ve 
s cW .,, hen w~ had the postal vote somA years 
ago. If there is no amendment made in 
t 1>3 po' 'al vote> as it appears in this Bill, 
very few of the travelling population will be 
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<:>ntitlc ;::! to h.we .a vote; but I am pleased 
th.at. the lio1ne Secreta17 Las signified his 
'\Ylll.lng·ne.ss to a.:.;;ccpt a provision to n1al:e it 
o;< ; 1or for people to record a poobl 'otc. I 
t.unk ',~,.~ are doi ,':.:; a \vrong thing in doing 
~ 1.'. ay ',nth the absentee vote. If it is desired 
to :_nake provision for in\·_; lids to ;;oto by posi., 
\Yhy no:'- arrange to do -' o; but, {~.:; far as 
-everybod~,~ .else is -concDrned, it is onlv .a 
111att :'r or pr··)viding sufficient 1Jolli"!1g-boOths. 
TlY, few pLonle who will no> ?;O to vo'e or 
dw .lo not inink it is vorth v.hile havo'not 
-~~pch ,') ._:-onl:)iain uhout. P{u ··Ie 'in tl1e f:tr 
\\ l :)tC'l'll coar 1-ry vc.:Jue tho Yf'te, and ::oL1e 

couo 70. c.O, and 100 milu to record their 
'"? ·-". I think it is an attempt on the part 
c tho Govcr:.ment to trv and limit tho f• ln­
c:hi,-.~-to doprivo ._.t lo~ of pLc:,.nl-e fro1n ~1a~ing 
a YO~e 1~:ho in thD pL:d havo "imnlv: voted 
for me ,1bcrs on this ide. It is w~ll k• own 
tlnt cl.1o >rorkers gGnerdly vo G Labour-
t1Hlt of the non1adic vote1·~ aro Labour 

ho11 ' tho Bill will 1'8 a:nendccl 
through Ccn1n1i~tco, a.: eevoral 

m,c,1HH'rR on tLe o:h :r cide ha' si"'nifled 
tlJ.~il' ~n~> nf-ion r .f trying to 1nako it a. bfai1·er 
Bul tn~n ,;-h it is. I hope: 1:-· <'ore it is 
P~~S< :1 1t wrl! far 1110ro lil:e1d in its pro-
\-r Ions than It -was \Vhen it v. ~·,:- ~ntroch:{'ed. 

}Ir. _MORGAN (Jiu. illa): I think a Bill of 
th1s kmd rs one !hat can \\ell he dealt with 
by members ?" both sides as a non-party 
9uesh?n· It .Is net rif,llt ;,yhen wr· ,_1re deal~ 
1ng ~..-Ith an ITnportant n1casurD of this sort 
that we :hould h_avc it cor'·inu,Jly slung· 
aero, s from one srde to tlw other that tlHJ 
part .. in pm:·er are try_ir:g to .Jo som("hing 
to d1sfranclnso a cert,;m numbor of voters 
•:·:w :tre suppo,ed to YJto for mE mbors oppo­
S1te. 

Mr. Rnx: \V0 never said so. 

!"fr. ::HORGAN: '\,-hen we get into Com­
nuttee we shall know exactlv wh"t section 
of the IIouBc is goin;-r to vote~ partv on everv 
question in the BilL I am quito certain 
~ha•, although. a; th,• hon. member who has 
JUS'£ rc .. :;unled his 2cat F!id certain n1en1bcrs 
on this side y;ill support' :•1nenchnent3 ··nb-

ll1Ittt'J b:, nwmbcrs on tho otl~21· 
flO p.m.] 'idr- hon. mcmbei'·• en the othc;. 

. s:d0 'ill_ not he found support­
In~· propo;;als 8lnanabnh from this c~de. Tl ,_.'i' 

have ahva:; s vou_)d ~oli(:,, and I an1 ccrtail1 
that th~~ >vi!! he found voting ~olid on this 
Bill. 1..hC'v , .. ~>nt n1c1nbe:i's 011 this si<lc to 
split their votes lo . ui- their vie\VR, but wo 
Le,cr sco th•cm Ic.-.-ing their lEadtr in tl0 
h" r~b or only support, ,q by a fe\v 111( ,nbe_:_·~ 
-f tho par:_;. rntil tLeY indi ted to s2t 
an C'X~' rr ~1lc in thi:J ' • 1;--.,~ thev "a v 
.ab0ut 11Jrty vot(~, ~s Dill i::t t ~1l~ 
c:·med, iho all concerned. The 
1( ar;r·l' of tbc bT.- Yirt- J.f' of hi3 
p•: .1t1o:1, v · ·; th··~ pE.ak the Pill 

the I--Ton1C' sf'~ L 

and he 
y of 

Jt 
:,1 r of this n 
b· t it i ah".'n:n'{ PO" 
in C'omrnitL ~. The 
noi11tcd o 2rtain 
bcrs on , ide 
rr~'n~lLt:r·' on tho ' 
no+·.~ccl R3 f'~sirc.J ' •t=ch r 
and i:x.u_·_:i:'t2l·· t~10 PrcL i~r 
after li.;tpniJ- "': to the ~·let·ch of 
of tho Opposit:on. that thc;·e >·:ere c,-rtain 
defect·. in oonne,•tion "-ith the postal voting 
ilrovisions, he notified his intention of allow-

ing a1_:_; ndine.:.lh~ to be ma{1e in Con11nittee 
that would pr;, 'ically meet the requirements 
o£ th Ie-eder of tho (Jppo·ition. So much 
so, tlu;.t .10 hJn. rrwn1Ler for Cairns sLated 
that, if tlY.. amc> .lmonts >vere made, the 
pc·,[al Y Jte \\ould b.-, r,s ;ood as the absent 
Yote. I£ that 1~ ;;;o~ \Yhat grJuncl for con1~ 
plaint ha .-o the Op:Josition got? Tho postal 
vute ill ;wt onl.v b- g·ood as tho ab.c .. ent 

·will:,'} ov_·r Inuch better than 
:.cote. bP •m. ·'2 sifk, old peo1·~c 
rcside~~t .':.orne Jistai1ce fro1n a 

,.·ill be able to record their· 
us tho.se '\vho aro aUs~nt fron1 

foj_· which they enrolled. 
the ciection .. 

en.! the 
t:t., t ,ll 
di::fran­
Yotc. I 

pco:1lc will 
18,0'10 1vhcn1 

01 .._ /.sion n ; cligihln to 
r;ot yote at the h. ·t el :-

takn their s1a u:l \Yith 
of the State and s;_cv 
Strttu. \\·'it:l regard 

reqmrmg two months' 
l'f•:·idcnt:L' ll'~'f" re an one i ellgible to clnin1 
a Yotc, I l1~~ ... : a little cxl:crieneo 1vhich, per­
h ,p '· no other mcmbe· in this Chamber has 
cn'r hd. At tho time to v,hich I refer, the 
r:Jil-~ l,Y v·~··.3 being- constrv .~tod fron1 1IiL~.., to 
Taror"n1. At scch titncs nu'n cc1nc in ::;::arch 
of IYOTk on the raiho:· :.ty, and as soon as the~~ 
arr:vc .at 1_.1ih _1 V ca:rn so1no 0:...'.lni:--:r 

~tioncd tlv•n getS thmn L to apply tO have 
their nanH' pul on the electoral roll. Ko 
kc3 than 150 m _n, v ho just walked along 
looking for 'sork on that raih-./ay, 1vere in~ 
ch1cr-·rl to sign application forn1.s for enrol~ 
n,cut on the Murilla roll. My agent set to 
work. and he c:iscon'rcd that before the next 
bi-n1-onthly cour~. at lc:1st eighty of d1ose 
men were not in the electorate, and we lodged 
objcctio". accoc ·lin:; to the Ad, ancl those 
men were struck off the roll. 

l\Ir. I-IuxTu: You took good care to do 
that 

Mr. MOEGAX: \Yo took good care tJ do 
th> t, "'1d it ·";·as our duty to do it. Those 
n -" rcig·h~ have -tOll)lCd h;J or three days 
in tho Murilla electorate, and then they 
1t1ight lw~vo gone into th,J J\1aranoa, with the 
result dLt they might have voted at Roma 
-,s ab .·,nt .-otero for l\lurilL•, and perhaps 
bY th:t tiLw tlH ir 1 tune.~ \YO'lld bave ~ ePn 
oi1 the c;lnrrrnoa roll, md thc7 might have 
Y" >d a;; ordin(lr\' vor rs for "' .. 1aranoa. The 
!:~L~ne J1ing oc..:ui·rcd in conn'-:ction \·.-ith the 
Fcckral rolls. I h r figures here from a 
Sou·~ 1P·rn p ,per y,hic\ sh,_)'\V that, accnding 
Vl !he in.1ir~· ,,hi:h has jw be\·1 held, 
thr-rc arc 1: :J,OJO narnes on t11e rolls 

n.r1nlt th- Co=.nn1on\YC: lth. 
Take I>allarat. :'LS 

i·; known to t!H,s" >Yho have 
co·110 £rc 1 that Bal1arat hL.s re­
L·:~1th~ ;;·one c:~,T";Tn o\Ying to the iacL that n1in~ 

g j., Tic-·· ~o prc .. -.pcro·ls ih~:·o ,'~s it us- d to 
A nl~-n '\YC1t frou1 Ballarat 

a big nu ~1ber of Dthers 
I3.av 0lt ·.:toral:c. I kno'iv 

· L en votocl for :Hr. 
vo~CL3 in T~ )rnani:_._ .:...nd 
the· al'o V.Jtcd in th~ 

cicr:;tOL\ in ~\Vide Ba=-· 
L-~(Junts for there bein'?' 

{)11 tho ror -l than there 
Commomn ·.lth. Hon. mem­

·,-:ant us to allm,· every man 

1Yh'. 1l1 organ.] 
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and woman \vho is over t-,, 2nty-onc yeJ.rs of 
age to l.tav c a vo ', no n1atter \Vhcro ihev are 
and what roll they may be on. That ,: oulcl 
not be a bad idea., vrovid ~d ever:, one a,, 
hom"t and nob Jclv tried to vot · nioro than 
once. TJncler tho_"o circum -tancc~i, I am prc­
p~r~d to g1vo <1 voto to every p(_·rt n1 \vho is 
ehg1Lh> to vote. I ·want to see, if po-.~iL<e, 
~verybody \Yho i_-, entitled to haYo a vote get 
on 1he roll, and L<~ at 1 -~ to rr.c'Jrd ::1_;ir voL s 
in the rc,sic-t •cay poe ible. othenY· .. 2 I •,. uld 
n·Jt bo in favour of p~. -~._:J voting, a~1d han. 
nw·.r·bers know that I IH1Yc ad- nd the 
pc;:Z1.l vote all through. \Yc' ~-;:Eo. 
1s a great rnnnbcl' of p( )lile in 
who , .. iil >ole h-.-ice if the:· only get 
portumty. I do noc '"Y thLt it 
only suprortc_,_'3 of hJIL r_:_ ;n1bers opT~ 
I ~tno~y there ar~~ 1 011le ·wh) \You.ld yot0 
t\YJre 1£ they ,;dt the O]J!c~rtunity \Yho bclcng 
to both partie . So far as even. i.ho Libcmh 
are conc~rncd, there are SJ'.'lC rncn "\Vh} ur'.:. 
not aboye votin;• hvice or three ti111r ~ _i_L 

they get the chance' to clo so. \Y e h" ve be c . 
a'-~ed,'f," \Yh:T haY.c thc~T nc. l_;cc·n pr~se­
cu, ,d. D,c:a:-'se tt would be ltke lv-,kmg 
for a m ~dJc m • haystack. It \Yould be 
almo,t impossible b get mffhient cvidenc0 
to bring about a conviction. It is ahnost 
irnlv;.;;,jble to get evidence, an:~ ye: iYC kno-vv 
that .e~mc clectm, do vote twic: I ha\ o 
heard electors myself talking bout voting 
t >>tee. One man \\ mlJ be asked "How 
often did you vote? " and if the sec~nd man 
replied, '·Only twice," he would not be 
look~d on as an oxcoptionalh: !;C·>d supporter 
of hts pcrty. \Ve .shc1ld r1o all we can to 
get ''" c :can a t·oll as po ·' ible. \': _ --hould 
not allow an elcct··)r to co:rnt' into an clec­
torak for a day, "'' to sp ak, e .. nd get his 
name Inserted on ihB roll, and then go into 
rnothor electorate and get his name inser ed 
on the roll there. 

1Ir. COYXE: \Yhac is your opinion of the 
property vote? 

J'.h. ::YlORG;\N: I "ill com0 to the pro­
perty vote later on. At tho tim~ the strike 
\':as on in Brisbane, I 'a\\' a gcntlen1..1n, \d1o 
was an c =-mcmb~·- of this Hou•-e. putting the 
names of men on the roll-•. \Ve know that 
the_~ 1118ll Cai110 fron1 .\11 llar: of B'risbanc, 
ar _- from Ip .. "·ich a•rcl other plac•cs. and the-­
vrere b·,ing put on tho Brisbane roll. · 

~\lr. Bo\niAN: They were b< ing put on for 
th .·r own electorate,. 

Mr. XORGc\N: Th0sc nocn wNe all 
.c·,ttractcd to Bri bane by the -trike. One of 
t~-C questions that tho Llr_n 1Yho sir;n. t.l.<~ 
eke' ion r-apt rs h0.s to sc-tisfv hin--.u!f ab-1r.t 
is t:1r. :na1n~::.c .•.ro .?'cnuic~, and that they 
haY·8 ·.1 In the elccto1 ,ltc the requir, 1 d ti~nc 
and (:Yer.Ything c1so of that kind. I an1 qnit~ 
certain that t1~c, grn Ien1an ,,,ho \Vas putting 
the names of tnc:m n:•n on tho for.11· and 
sending them in to L>e enrolle :l did not know 
how long they had been in the clcdorate. 
It ''as impos·.ible for him to cert'fv that 
t~1e papers vvhic!1 he ht·d witnrs'icd. vv-ore 
srgned correctly by the applic-ants for Yotos. 
I ren1cmbcr the rase of ~n in1n1ivrant in my 
<'lectorate, who had a clarm form filled in for 
a vot0. I happened to kno-,< tho l-)at that 
!hat man arriYed by, and ·.,·hen I ask0d him 
rf he had been asked if he hac! b•_ en 11··· oh-c 
months in the State, he said "I\o." He 
"·as n?t asked how lone:: he had b, on here, 
but hrs n~me ' J.S taken, the form filkd in 
and sent m to b0 enrolled. At m'C imtancc 
that man withdrew his applicati.on for a 
vote, because I pointed out to him that he 

[Mr. ~'Yf organ, 

he d signed it, and he had rendered himself 
liable to two yo us' imprisonme,rt for apply­
ing f{-r a vote in that v, ay, ·f~."b?n he had 
r.ct been in t;10 State for bv-eh·c months. \Ve 
•!1ould be vorv careful to seo that we han: 
a elL an roll. \Ve know that we have rcc·- •1tly 
Lad a Rcdi •tribution of Scats Act pc -oc.d in 
l~necnsJand, and c110 city electorate•: and the 
cou_·'-rv elcctorat( ,-. \verc aUottcd a certuoiE 
pro;Jm:tion of voters. Th~ h· n. membe · for 
Ku·ilpa. l\Ir. Allan, stated on the floor of 

liou-.e that duri11g a St.-.te election 
cil'lnl ri-. every clcc or in tL' Kurilpa 

('ector: t•. v.·:,·c ab'Jut 4,500 men and 
wo1nrn elector A in that electorate, and he 
had rdurned to him through tho post no 
lee· than 1,3fl0 of tl::: circ-Jlurc, •.hich proved 
tb. there wen that many electors "-ho were 
supp Jscd to ~e i>, tt? eie 'orate, and t2tey 
\\'C.o not in ihe dect01·ate at all. 

::\Ir. ~ rcCOTI:JLH K: T:1E'·V l11ight 1: 1Ye been,. 
- nd had only chan:>:od their addresses. 

:Cir. j\_lOI;G_\:'\: If the .. - v.ore still in the 
elc-•tor,-·tc, they wonld ha vc t._ -.- n C2rt-dn v:J 

hayo told t; c podal adh~;·itic s to send any 
L :b rs to their ne\V a.dUrcssc_. At ~n·~ rate 
a. great In: .jorit~,c cf the ~ l,ZQO circularS-

-ould ha•. :. been sent on to the now addruses 
if tJ.cy \Yerc till thoro. Tho fact that those 
circul~no v. or. rc+urnecl shows that tho 
( ~Juntr:,~ electorate .. ; arc not f?'ettin'g a fair 
deal, w; comvared with the city electorates. 
rrh.r C'_J~lntry electorates arc not supposed to 
La v-o thr v-oting population that there is in 
the cit;· elcdm·ai cs; yet, v-h 'n tho actual 
voting takes phce, it is hund that just as 
nany v-ote in the country olectorctte as vote 
in the city. If you go through the rolls, you 
will frequently find pcoph who have v-otes on 
clifferont rolls. I would like to see th,o Elec­
tions Act annnded in such a way that a 
court wo-_!ld be established for the purpose of 
knoc~cin;:; names off !-he rolls. (Opposition 
laughter.) Tho n;,mcs of Ewse who are dis­
qm.lifiod and thnse who are dead should 
cortainlv be knoc·kcd off. I do not believe 
in allo\~·lng a dead n1an to rcn1ain on the 
roll im- t-. el·: months. \Ye know that the 
r!r cd walk, and omctim< · tho dead v-ote. \Ve 
kl c .v t 1rat the d< 1d did v-ote a~ the recent 
Federal o!u•ion. ·The,_ is an abc.J1u 1e fact. 
Hon. members oppo,iie will not deny the 
fac·~ that dead mc:o yoted ct the last 
Ferlcral e1 ction. The;,- mig-ht haYc been 
d< , .. tl Liberals. I do no: ;;r,~ thy~:~ vvere not. 
It is quito po- -ibk the:- \Yel:O de~cl Liber-als, 
h.·· ;_u·c, if the·- had been dead Labour 
mer. thev· vvoul;l !.~ c be. n too dead alto­
gether. \Y e oug-ht to !,;__YO c 1urts to knock 
off tho narr ~S of tlH ·,e pc0pl~, Bnd we should 
aclyorti tho r a me th_,_t m' knocked off. 
Of conr;'-. \ e should circularise them first 
o-', th0ir last addrc-s~es, nnd J .nO{\ off those 
wh' are noc 'ntitlod to be on the roll. \Ve 
h a .-e courts every t,-o months for the pur­
!JO -~ of admitting name, to the rolls, and at 
the same tim-, the court should knock off th•• 
namr ; of those >vho are dead, left, or dis­
qual iftcd. It would l: e Y0ry easy for th& 
prcsidin3' officer to ha.-c a slip of paper on 

hir;;1 to put the names of t;10 people 
kno~ked off, "nd he could gi.-o the re:tsons 
for knocking off the names. 

2\lr. Frm_LLY: \Yould •.un allow the mem­
ber hinN 1f to clean the· roll? 

Mr. }[ORGAN: It is to the interc ts of 
all m0mbcrs to flllow the people to have a 
clun roll on v-·hich to elect the prop!" who 
are to represent them. 'l'hc roll· should be 
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kept dean, so that the people can give a 
cl~~ :u straic;ht opinion, and say wlw'her they 
'n"h to bo gove;·ned by the Liberal or the 
Labour party. There can be no objection 
to having a clean roll. \Yh:.t obiect can 
there be to allow dead p.,op!c to roi:;,ain on 
the roll, or those \vho have left tho electorate 
or v ho are otherwise disqualified ? Why 
~hould we "ivc an opportunity to people h 
1mp< son:. tc the .o nam.Js and vote for them? 
The people who soy that thuc names should 
be 1< ft on to give clectms a rl1anco to im­
pcrsc,nute thmn a_;:e guilty of an inccntiYG 
to commit crime. (Oppo,ition laug-hter.) 

GovEn;-;:m;;;-;T JI.IniBEHS: Hear, hen ! 
-:rr. ]\IOHG_\i\: If a lo• of these namn 

·were L + tho roll y c 'Yould not find such 
trc-·uhlt> placp a·. \YO haYE '"='c-1 i_. \.J plaC'-
in this In n1y electorate I kno·, 

'nr who yoted t ie(_ 
;\Ir. FOLEY: Out of hoy· uany? 

:'Jr. ~.!OHG_\;\;: Out of 4,000 odd, but it 
sho:rs tL re \VCrc -::r·ycntecn people v·illir ~· 
to !Dtpcr.son:J. .... ~ other yoter.s. 

)Ir. For_~:Y: Can _'u proye that thc7 vote,-1 
twic'? 

::lr. 2\IORGAJ'\: I belic,-e that it could bo 
proved) b0cau~:e in the country tho pollingM 
places arc , o ; ·;.,ttcrcd. 

:Hr. FOLEY: The:-; have tho nm-' nJme, 
110'-haps. 

Mr. :3.IORGAN: Thor' are ftve divisions 
i,; In-· c\·;:orntc, and if tllt~rc is an O'Brien 
;·t Surat, i11 the Conda1nino diYi::.~on, he is 
not entitled lo \"J(e for O'Dric'n at Ge:-mdi­
\Vincli. ~m-·, I propc -e to c av a word or o 
y;i~h ;_·r -;arcl to cornpnlsor;- ~ Yoting. If \YC 
have th, contingPnt ·-ot{' at all then in n1v 
opini::m, <'very 'c 1.eotor should be co~1pelkd 
to indicat--· at lea:.t his fn·st and second choice 
where there arC' n1oro than t :.·o canc1idatf1 S, 

othr·~wisc \YO n1ight ES Yt:ll do a\~a~ 1.·ith the 
conungcnt • ote. 

Mr. FOLEY: .Arc yon speaking a3 a member 
of the fanncro' )J.Lrty? 

~\Ir. 1\TOitCL:\~;: Y{~s; as a n1e1nbcr o~ the 
fanners' p<1xty, and ac:. a m0n1bc r ,,f the 
p:1.rt;- c>1 this sicle of the Honse. ·\Ye have 
tlY· hvo-pctrty b I hi11k t~w+ even 
lY'll. illPllllH~1"S opp1 '::ill adruit thu; it is 
a mistake. L1 Illy , ~'inion i, \Yonld l·n bc,ttf'r 
fnr th': ,Jnniry ·if \Ye luul or ci 1~ht, 
partirs. so lo!Jf' "\\"C 0110 solid 
p:J,rty on o~ h('r 8il1(' ;, ~nlist 
party so loll!;r ·, ill it. L(• nrc.- ~"Dj for thosl 
who l·o not l)('lit> c in sJ __ i; lisn1 ~to conl1JillP 
and pro _,c+- : 1H 1n~:d ... >: e~, o~JJr:r ,\ i ·r~ fo'hall 
br unrl0nninr>cl Lv th\_- ;.ori Ji1 ._. £H1 
of -~n{·r ·,hr 1H ·t nlt~c-,' 
for c man it \;~it1 bc_:J "" 

I abo think that onlv the 
a '. ,, should be printed oc: 
paper, r'~CC'llt in c.·-: _,cs ~·here tlwro 
to L. h':o c mdiclat<'' of tho 'llc 
\Yith rc gard to the n1anncr in \· hich 
should vot<', if I had my pic~' of 
111{: J.hoLh Of YOtin_s· in both C.Jl111TI0ll"1 

and State, I \Yould strike out the name 
of tl:o c>andidC'tc against whom a person 
\vishrs to vote, but at the same time I 
think it is a good thine: to have th<e same 
nwthod of voting in both Comuonwealth and 
State clc tiom, 'lict as tho Commonwealth 
arf' m · likrlv to altnr th0ir "·.tem I think 
it is only right that "o :,houi,j adopt their 
mode of yoting b:- placing a ere s;-•. ; gainst the 
narno of tho caL 1idat<J yo1 rd f('r. \Yit-11 re­
ference to <:>h·cti·}n pditions, I think tha' the 
eandicb"e who is dissati:-ftcd y, ilh the result 

of an election should bo one of tho parties to 
t'·lC petition; I do not think that irrespon­
sible persons should b:J allo,vod to lodge a 
I- ctition against the return of a c.~ndidate"' 
but hold that th., candidate should be 
enough to con1e for\v...;rd r-nd -~a.kc his 
of tho responsibility, and I hope that 
dansc decding v·ith l his m:cttcr will 
: 111endnd in that direction wlYn we go inta 
Comn,it:ee on the Bill. I furth~~· hold Hmt 
rc+itions shJuld bo hied in open cGurt, hnd 
I agree 'cith tho lc ~d.cr of tho Opposition 
th • t no rer·,on should be appointed 
acting elections jud;..,-0 to prc~ido ore r 
triL_wal. If there j~ no judge av1.ilablc on 

~r the IH'C'SS'U'e of cvurt i:hc~n 
judg0 shonlcl br' 

·-~ one of + 1E regular 
-., that ho nuy pre 

In 
'litudc 

to n1,nko it as 
of ire~ ·'~ns all 

:1 op:)ortunity 
c£ rc ~ording his Yote. 

han1 specially siJJglccl out tho 
a11d ha YO tried to nw k out thnt 
on tl:is ·a' cf tho Hense '"ish 

hiLL I am c'ctis!i- cl that that 
i L n con'l ct. Tlv• n1.cn1bers on thi3 f:>ide of 
th< Ikn--o ar<' to gi,-c eYerybody 
a yo~·, btL ·wt• say t there onght. to be 
sorno onnlificatic '1 for a YOt{'::·-ci·J1-cr 
idc'IlCP- or ot!H rm'llificafon. 

r< .~ ;rd to properly ,~ot·;, if a man 
o·llV one \~Oto anrl hr cannot U <~ lrDre thl.n 
onC "'· o, c, I conl<Hl that he shm_l~d be vll.Jwed 
to { x:e, ci,_)c tha 1~: yoto in the int-cn st of the 
di. tri,_'- \Yhcrc his prop.~rty i'- situated. 

I\lr. CoYXE: Thu1, \Yh~-, should Lc!: tho n1cn 
on the line that you rpoke abc ut have a 
Yote?,., 

11r. ::\10RGAK: Thov have votes and are 
on son1c roll, and the sllcarcrs the hon. Inem­
hl'r speaks ahont are already on soue roll, 
h1vin ·.· fnlfiilc•d the condition of residence. 
Doth the sh0arer and thP carrier are oHen 
idle tv o months nt r tir11e. The carrier does­

day in the ;:ear, mh.1 
shc'nr eye v daY in thu ~ ,~ ur; 

staY~ at~ an 'hotel fof tv.'> 
'The hon. 1:10mbcr fer 

.FI:is hG LlY 

.r\_n OrPO:-:\ITIU'\ :2\IE:\_BFR: SL1pi)Ob._lg he h ,_, 
lL) wif{~ or farnlly '? 

Lir. J\:OH,G-Al\: 'rh0n 
he u·-nall li \'~'s ~<H'il 
But i: w.Jnld be 
Op1~osition "iih un~-
Co Th0 

1 '(' t•J lt>t th< ll1 

to thcil' CHlH HS l'O 

it bac:: and on:r 
sa tic fv 

do r~<~t 
think thic: r- trty is going to allo-v them ~ 
frame j~bcir I' ills for th :11; they must ;rmt 
l<.ntil the cLcto'rs .;ivc them the prh·ileg•~. of 
fra1nin·.!,' their own Bills if thc:;r de~ire them_ 
!0 be fnmed on their lines. 

=\Ir. IHJXHA::V1 (JL."c. ·/1): I beg t0 move 
the ;,Jjoununcnt of tho dcb1h~. 

Qw , : ·n put rrnd p~ cccl. 

The rr:sun1ption cf tb,\ dd · +:o 'vas n1.-'dc an 
Oi'drr of tho Day f0r to-morrow. 

Tho Hc.1s' adjourned at t'.':cnty-cicht 
minutes to 11 o'clock. 

Mr. Huxham.] 




