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Special Adjournment. (12 AUGUST,] 845 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

TUESDAY, 12 AUGUST, 1913. 

The SPEAKER (Han. \V. D. Armstrong, 
Lockyer) took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORTS. 

The SPEAKER announced the rBceipt of 
the f,Jllowil<g papu from th,• Auditor­
Gener.:~l :-

Rr >ort on Government Savings Bank 
"sccuritiu held in London on 1st 

July, 1913. 
Ordor<·J t) be printed. 

Tho TitK\SURER (Hon. W. H. Barnes, 
Ev!imba) laid on tho hble the eighteenth 
annc:2l re1)0rt of the Auditor-General on 
the Supreme Court fund. 

Ordered to be printed. 

PAPERS. 
The following par ,-·zs, laid on the table, 

were o:dercd to be printed:-
Annual report of the Chief Protector of 

Aboriginals for the ye:tr 1912. 
Return to 'm Order relative to contribu­

tions to the police superannuation 
fund, mac'.l by the Houw1, on the 
motion of :Mr. Kirwan, on the 29th 
July. 

Return to an Grd<''' relative to ahs••·nt,~e 
votes in each electorate of the State, 
made by the House, on the motion 
of Mr. Winstanley, on the 23rd July. 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH LAND 
SALES BILL. 

PRESENTATION OF REPORT OF SELEOT 
CoMMITTEE. 

The TREASURER, .as chairman df th& 
Select Committ-ee, brought up the report of 
the committee on this Bill, and moved that 
it be printed. 

Question put and passed. 
The second reading of the Bill was made 

.an Order of the Day for Thm3day, 21st 
August. 

QUESTION. 

BoNus oN QuEENSLAND CoTTON. 

:Mr. HUNTER (Jiaranoa) asked the S0cre­
tcry for Agriculture-

" 1. FL1.s he .a;1proachcd the Prime· 
Miaister of th·· Comm0nwealth "ith a 
view to oh~ain .a bonus to a~-siFt in the 
rcrowth etnd manufacture of cotton in 
Queenll<lnd? 

"2. If not, is it his intPntion to do 
so 7'' 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Han. J. Whit0, 11Iusgrare) rf'plied-

" 1. No; but there is already a bounty 
upon ginned cotton. 

"2. This is recmvmg consideration, 
and will be laid before the Interstate­
Commission." 
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CRIMINAL CODE AMENDMENT BILL. 

INITIATION. 

On the motion of the SECRET_cRY FOR 
PUBLIC INSTRUCTION (Hon. J. W. B~air, 
lpa·wieh), it was formally rcsolvt:>d-

" That the House will, at iis next 
sitting, rEsolve itself into a Committee 
of the Whole to consider of the desirable­
Ness of introduring a Bill to 1'mend the 
CTiminal Code by c<abli>hing a court 
of criminal appeal and making better 
provi':lion for ~appeals in criminal ca<::es, 
and fo" other purposes incid~ntal to the 
aforesajd objt'cts." 

MINERS' HOMESTEAD LEASES BILL. 
INITIATION. 

The HOME SECRETARY (Han. J. G. 
Appel, Albert) in moving-

" That th., House will, at its next 
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee 
of the \Yhole to consider of the desirable­
ness o± introducing a Bill to amend the 
l,!tw relating to miners' homestead 
leases,'' 

said: I have to thank thB leader of the 
Opposition, who called " Not form'"l" to this 
motion, for giving me an opportunity of 
giving a brief outline of this measure, which 
is of considerable importance to those who 
are residBnt upon goldfield areas, proposing, 
as it does, to effect several material altera­
tion~ so far as the tenures a11d the provisions 
in connc·dion with miners' hom~•tBad le'-Lses 
ar.B concerned. The Bill itself is divided into 
three parts or cl>aptms; and Part II. is 
.divided into four divisions. Part I. cJntains 
the usual preliminary provi3ions, interpreta­
tions, and definitions, and a,lso provisions as 
to existing rights which have beBn acquired 
under pre:wnt lBgi~:ation, and also rBprals. 
Pad JiL deals with minBrs' homestead !Bases. 
Division 1 of this part contftins power to 
!T.rimt leases, and -deals with the area of land 
that may bP leased. The maximum •arBa 
mav be 640 acres. This maximum ma:· be 
p~oolaimcd by the Governor in Council to 
be the maximum. on a fiel<l. It need not 
necessarily apply to the whole of the field, 
but "imply to a portion which may be 
recommended by thB warden. As in the 
case of ar~cts of '20 .acrf•s, it must be situated 
at least 1 mile from the nBarest boundary 
of a cit_y or town. Provisions are also con­
tained m the Bill regulating the shapB and 
frontage which those leasvs may have to "ny 
<Jreck or other natural boundary. Division 
2 of this part deals with land available for 
application, thB method of making applica­
tion, and ooministrative details, and the 
power of the warden in respect to approv­
ing or rejecting applications. Division 3 
embot1ies a new principle in r<qpect of home­
stead IB<lsBs--the making available of these 
lands or l<•ases either by tender or by publio 
auction. This follows the legislation of the 
prese"-t Land Act, but it will only be appli­
oahle to peuons who are qualified-namely, 
those who are rBsident within the goldfield 
are;t where it is proposed that the leases 
will he dealt with in that manner, and thBn 
this course will be adopted only when the 
wa.rden has made a recommendation to that 
efl'Bot. A further important departure is 
made in connection with all leases which. 
exoeed 20 acres in area. In connection with 

[Hon. J. W. Blair. 

thl>c J~,ftse<, it will be a condition that the 
lessee must within six months, effBct the 
improvemen'ts which are specified in the 
Bill. Furthermore, it will he necPssary that 
he· continuously and bona fide residP~ upon 
t':!" leasehold, or that an agent, who IS hke­
-wi,a a qualified person, carries out the 
residence <onditions for him. Another 
im•)ortant provision is, that the leasehold 
mu'st bA kept clear of noxious .":ecds. P!Lrt 
III. consist> of general ;>rovlS!ons, whwh 
:{:tc•<tl with the subletting of these lea~es, 
transfBrs subdivisions. and the mortgagmg 
of r.a1ne: and also contains the necessary 
prokction for any advan0es which may hav,e 
bean made by the Agricultural B;cmk. It 
also contains provisions as to forfeiture for 
•b, following reason,;: -fraud. breach. of 
conditions, and non-paym~nt <_Jf rent; h)<:e­
\vise a.d111inistrative deta1ls In connection 
the:.,with, p,.,,.,r,rvation of the rights of 
miners, protection of miners' !mprovements, 
:n:=··-iUiHption:.:., and compen~at.Ior: therefor, 
co:..npen "a~ion to les""4~es; and 1t IS alRo pr?­
vided that thB Fencing Act shall .apply m 
connection with theoe leases. There .are also 
provioions for transmission in case of death, 
.<J.nd power to make regulations, •and the 
schec l ule.•. 

l\lr. GnmT: Is there anything about 
residence &reas? 

Question put and passed. 

ELECTIONS ACTS AMEND::IIENT BILL. 

SECO~D R'ADING-RES1DII"IION OF DEBATE. 

Mr. KESSELL (Port Cttrh): I suppow 
everv hon. member will fe,,!, as tho ], ..,,der 
of the Opposition felt, that t\'is Bill, fro:m 
~on1e biandpo~nts, i'·. the J!lCS~ nr~orb1~1~ B1ll 
mtroduced tlns seF>IOn. lt IS I,J., a B1ll to 
ffivour hon. members sitting on the left or 
hon. members sitting on the ri~ht. It is an 
attH>Cpt by the Go: ernment of the day . to 
p~;~,~:B on d-J8 statn!e-':ook a. .~111 t.o grve 
effect to a great rru;o.:Iple of tms. f!'1rty. It 
is a Bill to give equal opport.u'lih_os to all 
.and p,\ 2fcre>ce to none, anq th~t Is o:u.e _of 
th-e ba 'ic principles of Lil ':rahsm m Australia. 
Those of us who v:Pre privileged ~o hstcn. to 
th•' hon. the Hm11e Secretary, m mtrodurmg 
this Bill must hctve been struck by the d0:1r 
way in {vhich ho nut its provisions bBfor~ the 
Hou' '"· _:',nd thc•:e who he~rd t1w speech C?f 
the leader of the Oppcnition when he put h1s 
views before the I-fmcse must lnve been 
Ftruck b'" th0 appeal to pa ... sion that char~c­
terised Iii 1 r,'marks. It srf'ms tv me a pity 
that a matt-er like this cannot be di· rue,ud 
free fro1n politics and free from tho ·19 1&-ment­
able exhibitionc which ''Te evidence of t_he 
v:orst pae>ions that are in m:n. It is a p1ty 
that the old cry of the poor dm·.n-troctdon 
working m:-.,n should have l>'e":' . dra,a:!fed up 
again. The leader of the Opr:-=>'Ihon said that 
he had not the slight.,ct doubt tht th:> me.II_I­
bers on this sdo of the House W.O.'}lcl m the;r 
remarks speak _,n]ely on the SIC:.: women s 
vote. As a member who follm"s the hon. 
and learned leader of th'l Oppcoiti'?n? I sl~all 
have -,. 1mething to say al out grvr.ng 'rrk 
women a yote, for I hope the day Will nov~r 
dawn when anv membrr of this part-e will 
be so n<'glcctfuf as tD forc,et '\omen wro are 
unfoci;unatelv laid m,irle by i!lnr"s when such 
an imporhnt matter as this comes befvre the 
House. I must say it comes wit.h very bad 
taste indeed from the leader of the party 
opposite, which was under such a heavy obli­
gation to women in the Brisbane strike, when 
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they placed the women between them cmd the 
policemen'' bato21s, reminding us of the very 
apt verse in the ,, c,}urier ,,_ 

"They only fl1:cd :he highf-::t jo1's, 
..:\.nd dr:.:: \V tho b~g_c-;-eF.!'- pay; 

But they erupt l'ci.ind tlw wo:"cn. 
\Yhen the polic '' ,.;ot in the w'ly." 

It is a pity tha!. any hon. me1nl~er o.ppo..)ite 
Bhould do anydung- to re(;,rd "·om<.n frm:< 
~1.aving "~ .. v_oto. ~ vn- a.ll k1_1)rnv, t}l~ _ob.Je.~­
d.Ons ox ht,n. lTif_ :..:- ocrs opr:o· l<}~ to tnl", _uul 

a_;_·..J net tL .. Lt it n:~rro\vs tho fran< h~.se, .,.;ot 
that it reduc. s the nn1nber· of ~-:.!rso'" on the 
rull, lt.t :Lat it increa es the number e .. the 
rJll Ly ~;ivin25 the henuine Lih2rah a vo' e. 
~he bf· at o1-.ject. ~f th_is Dill, I take it, is bat 
tne women who lF; c m the <ountlT shall be 
able to record their votes. And wh,~ .:s it that 
t~ere is such n. btron·,. objectivn o:::-1 i"h0 othPr 
srde of the House to allo .v the;:;~ "",'i.~Oln ;n to 
have ,1, vute-c"~"omer.L wLJ in n .. n1v cu.s..:s ;J.re 
.p_ractically sacrificing every attraei:ion that 
.iife Nn oife:r, and f.0llowiv}: thc,ir hlbh.mds ii·~·u 
the inte,·ior o.f this State, and doing- '"" much 
to make qucrn ·land ":hat it is-theoe women 
who have g-one out to the backblocks and 
have Ftood nobly by their hm,l -cl,ds :end 
.~:!Yen QuLensl,:: d to-day ·.omen£ h, r bri;rhtest 
and bes~ c~:t izcns '? \\-.-hv is it tl!at \her;,~ 
people who. have done ,ci· much to build un 
Quee':'dand shvtld not han :1 vote? I s·:v 
tlmt If . b3· ,.;iving ; he ;•-<•mPn of QnLenslar,d 
a vote m the far-out settlements we have to 
a certain 9~·dent-as a n1atter uf fact., ~': e have 
not--but If we had to a oortain extent to 
L-·::.sen the ;;;·~fe~uardp of the fr .u1chis{ for 
their sake, I 1w.uld be pronarcd to do it 
But t~c Bill in~r·•·luced b_y ihe Home Secrc: 
tary nooe-, not alt•·mpt to do that. On the 
;>the~. haH.d,_ while we ha; e this strong- objec­
ljiOn ro r:rVIn:~:;· tho \:·r111rn in tho country a 
vot(·~ we havo tho hon. a:~:.d L 1.rrcd :L·ader 
of the OppoSit lon rn~tking a, tre;nPndous >o~1g 
about 300 shearers, able-?odied men-and, by 
the "\Yay, he r~fernJd to It as a no:n1adic vot(~. 

Mr. BOWMAN: Are they not entitled lo a 
vote? 
• Mr. KESSELL: Certainly they are entitled 
,o a. vote, but why should you burden one 
partLular electorate vdth a nomadic vote? I 
would like, that que.stion ans''"ercd by som<e' 
ho~. 1 men:, 1~r op~c"·~te ;'·he!l tht-y ["f'k l}P to 
spf 3- ... L Why c;;hou1d \\ P uuruen one r.•a.rtwular 
electorate with the shearing- vote? TIP 
sht<trers nre able-bodied men, and, as a ID..Jtter 
of h>Ct, a grc·~t many of thPm are not genuine 
sPttlers o.r residentc of the State at alL In the 
sht'.trmg seamn they come from other Sb.tcs. 

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER : Some of them 
come from New South \Vale~. · 

Mr. KES~ELL: Yes, in the old da vq thev 
travell-.d h:01:1 New Zeal.and a'Cd othe'r parts 
of Australn. \Vhy rs 1t that the only in­
terc,,;t that hon. members o.ppc.oit-0 lmve is 
for the shearers' v-ote? 

Mr. G. P. BARNES : Silence. 
The Hm.m SECRETARY: There is no answer 

to it. 
,Mr. KESS_ELL: Is it that they are afraid 

oJ the_ genume countr,Y vot0. "E,Jl knowing 
that It matters nothmg what rePt.rictions 
thev place on the people who votP for thi• 
side ? Members on the other side do not 
want a genuine vot;e of t~e electors. The} 
:Jo n~t want the vm<;e of the setthrs, which 
mvari~b]tr goes ag.,.,mst .them. \Yhat they 
want IS that the franchise shall be so re­
strict-ed that only the people who vote the 
socialist ticket shall receive a vote. 

GovERNMENT MEMBERg : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. KESiiELL: There is not the slightest 
doubt of that The leader of the Opposition 
F.~id that this Bill was to narrow the £ran­
chi., c:nd k'ce, th<l !lllH:ber on the roll; 
l ut it is to broaden thP franchiE<> e.nd to 
lesson the cl .. ance of crooked voting. This 
mer _ ure, I take it, io to clear the rolls, 
purify the bailot sc·ste:P, and improv;e the 
t;.:st€*1.1. of voting so t~ut W·...: f:hall have 10etter 
l11.PV.r11S of a:-.iJBrtaininr, the voioo o£ the 
fJf'·)ple. \Y<> all admit~ that abuses occurred 
unG:cr the old sy,t<>:n of postal voting. 
KeithPr side lmd a monopol~-. I know that 
in ono cas..:, in 1ny ~,~cctor;,te, before I got 
into politicq, a ju~->tice of the peace tvit­
nerc,::\d /'·In~: dc:.tJn sjgna.ture.~ at a place 
about 80 nih, from Gladstone. To my 
lmov-ledge, tho·-- n·,m had not been in Gl·ad­
sb>-e fer ov,·r b··o :,;onths before the elec­
tion, nor ha.l that jmt:c•' been out of it, I 
h::v·_ r_o doubt that hon. members opposite 
could "'"i\ 0 PO~,·:t1 instancP~1 somethi"'1g like 
that against us, but if an A<>t of Pnrliament 
is ff.ulis, are we rot here to rectify that? 
Have ,; I;ot the intP1ligence hrre to im­
proYe tho law? I tak~ it that our duty 
is to n,ake bad l2cws b0od and good laws 
b••ttcr, and, if we c ,m·ot do that, then I 
thi'lk the brqt thing we ce\n do is tG go out 
of the House. Yvhat han. members opposite 
Y,,·:lnt i~ the [;:JO-as-you-please system of voting, 
and go-as·often-as-you-plcase, too. (Govern-· 
mont langhter.) 

2\Jr. BowMAN: Spcctk for yourself. 

::Y1r. KESSELL: A go-as-"ou-please sys­
tem, and ihc oftener you go the better they 
will be pleased. 

Mr. BARBrR: That is a deliberate untruth. 
The Ho:\!E SE~l:Ect'ArY: What about the 

opening- of graves? !Laughter.) 

:Mr. KES"ELL: Ti1o Rig-ht Hon. Andrew 
Fisher, squire::. of Oald<>ig-i1 Hall, said that 
ihe post'tl vote was the natural corollary of 
any ''lectoral sy•·IB,n. 

Mr. BowMAN: Did his Government not 
repEal it? 

Mr. KESSELL: Thcv did so many foolish 
thing-s that I c:.:nnot tell if they did that 
particular one. \VHh the kno1dedge we 
have of the pa ,t, under the old Act, is it 
not possible that we should restore to these 
deserving people in the country the vote 
which they prize 'O much, and which they 
u :.e so intelligently? I think the wish of 
every hon. member of this House is to 
,dcc:uard the postal vd> as much as pos­
oible. lc:t us have c :. broad a franchise 
ai' possible. If by widening the franchise 
'lnd reducing abnse-;-and I think ;,·e have 
enough intelli> nee here to do that-we can 
improve our electoral syctem, I think we 
should do it b·; all nl!'aus. The hon. and 
lcarncJ lcarler c of the Opposition said that 
his p:; rty boli<'' od in amendments in the 
electoral law. He did not tell us <tny of 
t1wm. H0 t-ook the politic"] ra~r-bag and 
threw out :.tll the shrr;1q a::cl r'1tches; there 
was not ont-• solid ~1rgumc;1t in his speech. 
I did a V9ry fooli: h thing. I li&t'ned to 
him; an.d, of conn?, we all have pleasure 
i:n Ii<;toni:n~ to the han. ?"entleman, ·as his 
words co::ne out with p fine roll, and he 
makes up in noise what he la.cks in arg-ume21t. 

Mr. BERTRAM : There is neither noise nor 
argument in your remarks. (Laughter.) 

Mr. KESSELL: If the hon. gentleman 
believes in amendments of the electoral law 
why did he not mention some? I listened 

Mr. K t!Ssel'/;. J 
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to his ,,pc1ch, and then, after I got away 
~rorn . thu du:n ,ll of his p0 ,~anality, I r._:.ad 
It !C". I r( .~d it thi::> morning to try to 
fi.nd -<:>m<~hing in the Bill tl1r.t h.-- had com-
1U1~ndcd, but, with the exception that he 
'afHjC'·l ;viJ~ tha ~vst~on1 of. vcting l",Y m~'ans 
01 a trGJ:> Inst~~,J .. ct t·: cro·-·lng out t11e nv·~1e 
?f .the candid:cu,, I found no~hing. \Vel!, 
rf i am ,,,ny ]Ud:_;e of the r:>marks oi that 
hon. nlc1nbcr, he wants to ~acrifice -electoral 
purity for politic:d CXJW licncv. He wan to 
to do anyt.loing to como ccoroPs the floor of 
ti1.:·1 Il?u fr-:-~~n the pl :c~ Yl~ich t~ per­
In<ncnt.: vl•'l.lf 'l-;, to ( :pt·~L:J tne Tr0.J.:_'Jry 
benrl1 ; ~nd ~1e say.:J, '· E-·top there country 
LP)erals iron1 vo!-in,_·." J:..,o·\·:, as all hon. 
u1f·n1b ''S know, Par· Cur~i:.J is ~ verv old 
setd"~"! c~,- ·torate. Th:rr' . .J c:or-,·; hun~dreds 
o< ,. r{~j :·· • _i(·i'S th'--~·o -.~vho , ko o. lrr;.r 1 <:Ld 
int,,l!:~- nt ini.• r~ t in ~11 1:1. of this 
cou 1tty. It is in_.l ···s: )] - fvr ~rn to d:·ive 
15 or ~ 1 milns, as ~.o -_1-c o: thr1n .d .-?·-~ · J clo, 
to rr·;ord tl;<:iJ..· vu~--·'·) and they fet 1 k~~c-.~Jy? 
cqf.h!u,-dly Lw r~:~·<I ,~-Olilf'l, L<ng dF;H'~\·'_!d 
of a say in the Rifair.:> o£ tho <..0untr\· in the 
In.·:ddng of y•:hich they h;,, had ··o ·1;nwh to 
do. The".- felt very keenly wh n they ,,,era 
not allo\• ·3d to r- cord th-eir 'otes b_, post. 
rx_,herr""' arc hn~1dre(~ of dnirv fann~rs in that 
~lf'ctor, tc. \',_,.0 will t.:Llc" for inshn1co, a 
c---· o oc cc farmer with a \.-if,_ and throe or 
four or fi-,e chilclc~'l, who live' a long dis­
~nrce f;~m ;r po!liLt;-bootl~ .. It is ab . .Ju1ely 
Ir·-ll :.' ·.:11...' n for t;.J.c. -:.n to anY·· to tho poll 
and it 'pr-,11. enL1·j in th·l hu·hand's c··)111~ 
ing into poll a~ r1 t 318 v. ifc's vote is lc -t. 
And ''hat :.he absent of~·? \Vh{__;n on a 
coLH--- to look "' it, ho fi'ld-; th.,t it is 
r0ally n.n '· ~cL· t:-e vote." I tYill jusL give 
QTJ' ca<! in pon:J· to r:Y'llain it. In '.he fir.~t 
P:-· t Curtis clc( '~on in which I ,,·as ill­
te•·ested there se•",ni" odd abw ;rt vo~es 
from llfanv Pee!':s. Thco "'"n los', tht"ir 
position, just cdt-er th0 e-tc-ike. Thr ,. were 
in l\iany PeeJcs for a Lw raonths-just long 
c nongh to enable them to get on to the rolL 
They had no~ thu qlighLest inte-res;: in the 
di-trict; they left it never to return, and 
th' -.- never intended to return, and yet thPy 
reco"ded their vote-~ bv means of the absent 
votq r.s ogainbl~ the genuiue ser'tlers. I say 
that the postal vote is the t<muin;, voice of 
thA true settlers in the el~e' 0ratG. Tho 
ab·nnt vote, on the other hand, is what 
thcc;e hon. gent l<'"lnen opnosite arc alv.? Jys 
talkiv; about. It is an ar•ccnt0.- vote. Men 
v.ho leave an electDrl',te rarely have much 
intc-t>.s~ in it, very ofte·:: intend nev>2r to 
return, and do Lot , "rc >dnt hanp- cv; to 
that particular cl· 0torat• J.ro en:, bl-ed to 
vo'-• !).,- it. Nqw I n.-n ::-oing to touch on 
a JCJac'.cr about which I think it "ill be 
ceru 1u(l-d I a!N. quj.: co-~'''~·; at to have 
so;·,e say. But bdore I g0 i 'o it, I -,,·ould 
Jik,~ thG hon. and l•-a" >eel k-d"r ,r the 
Op;;csi+ion to. rc;;-r·mbel· _th ,ct. L" _pro:,li 0 rJd 
tne , ·nty 1nrnutf'-:: 0~1 lnR ~rll. i'_ ·J far a;;;t 
I arp f'·-nr"'rr:Pd, I tun Y(-Y'.,.. p~: 1$_·,.1 t. 1 ; eE>­
hi"':l }.-, ... k i·1 hi~ nh·ce in this C\a.1nlx••· "":o:ain. 
--to ·f-~ t},_~f h:_"l.- c·)n }( ~vo his r>ro~B.:;:.__ionJ.l 
dnt'~ • 1 

.• cmde hero e'1rl attend to his par­
li J,-rn,·ntary duti€' ,-sonY ti1 -~ c;, The hon. 
g·cntlemo.n promic.Jd .me t•wnt,· mi1,utcs on_ 
t!11 F.l dared Bill. \Vh:v did 'tho hon. and 
],,arv • •1 JT",1t~ ""'-ma:l 11o.j_ give m·' five n1-i.nutes? 
I told him I woulcl be scttisfied with that. 
Th' Gn1 an<Jwor to th:-:t queetion· is tint h<:'l 

lacked tlle c·Jurage to do it. l 
[4 p.m.] notice that he is silent. I say 

here on the floor of this House 
that tho only reason why the leader o£ the 

[Mr. Kessell. 

Onpo.oition did not dve mo five minutGs and 
give t 1w hictory of the E:dctions Tribunal, as 
far as I a .. ::'l co:..cncrned, y{.;'> th ho iacked 
th. coura,<.; o ~o do it. 

The Ho:uE SECRE'LlRY: Hear, hrar! 

Mr. KESSELL: I will say further; I now 
give hin ub•oluL- libe1·tJ to give his version 
of my hiJtOJ :· in conmdion with the Elec­
tic·1s Trii.mnr l on condiiion th t I :un givE:n 
a like roivi:-'.C'. One han. mc-·.lbor, speak­
iLLg o:1 thE' ,. lddn>.c,s in Rt>nl-.:T in ' 1nnection 
vr..h tho Ele, .ions Tril u~l'll, ~.1i-U in r(· Zer~,nce 
to rr: rom ,~k~ that thr"y were neither i.oncst 
nor no:no,u·ablo. _Tho ~x.J7 r~1~:1a;k I J.a.!de 
1: l ,."·-wt ·.-1.?- E 1

C· ··ron·. T:i'll-·c-u . .-:.L :-3 dr_.ger·.Jr­
u.t:d in·· o 1)ar' :t \ oto. E'>·ery In an 'vho 
kno-, ·. ar' hin~ ·~hr:>ut it knc. -~;.) tb.:. t tlrtt ir: 
an :. , lin' ' f:cc'· lYIPmU- of tho Opposi­
t;.ln ,_.Jt l p, :-- ,J in Vfl,ric._lS :or~ r- of T~il'.ings-
r,v.h, ab ."~-d -"' for s"'~ :..: ... c;· th·i' v·hi('h c ;.'"ry 
O·"'·'?l of thcn1 \Va:..- a~solutely true. One 
hen. ITIC:ol: · \Yho : ._~id thr.) curiously 
i'l10U Th OnG Of thOS8 Y. ·.0 paSSCd a 
part/ ~otc. 

J\fr. B:c_,_~fRAM: It was a n1mn:.,or of your 
ovn: side. 

Mr. KESSELL: It wa·: a n''-·.nL,,r of m;­
oY n si~..:e, a.nd also a men1b;:r of the o;lp09ite 
c;de. The hon. VlrmlJer for \Vide B:.t" 
pain,-! with the bon. membc:- for l11itchPil 
on the- El<-cionc 'Tribunal. If two l£lCil1Li :·s 
pair in thi v::·e }·cr>Y thJ,t one IS 
vot;·n?; for an onv agaii~,,~ a rn<)thn. TL~·se 
f.-8L ~lP'.:.1en VVL\fP S\V _.'~n to give a verdict 
a('>ccrd-ing- to th~ evid. :H ~:. '.7hat c )n v.~e 
think of tloese gentlemen -:. ho gave a ver­
di- 1 fore the, knd th~ eYihnce? Both 
c.f th. -e g-cnt 1

• in n did tLat. One of tho•n 
::. 1icl, "I ""dn voti:lg for K, ·.:sdL" and tl:w 
{)1J,or, "I am voting for Bresli.~," and the:v 
got up cc.r:d )."ft t 11e court without heuing 
whrt was said. 
, ;yrr .. 1\'ALKER: Th"y paired on an under­

f~n.ndrng. 

Mr. KESf!EL):,: Ther< wa• something worse 
than dmt Lapp··ned. One of the han. mem­
bers r•'pr:•,.mting the other side of the 
Home again paired with a member on this 
Ri,>, and by .Jome unfortunate oversight he 
forgot it. He cc~.me to the court in the after­
~oon, and, but for the fact that the two 
memlwn on thi•< side of tlue House objected 
aJ>Jut it to the judge, he would h.ave sat 
there and have made an uneven tribunal. 

Mr. COYNE: I rise to ·. point of order. 
I, the ho:.. hLm•"·er in order in attriLe1ting 
th" r,;,'·ivc tha+ he b-,r, to hon. iHenl1-:n·s of 
+h's I:k._--.c on brth •i:lcc;-imputin~ that they 
are di:•hcw n-.t'): m~n and a: •eel dishonour­
ably i:!. c0nn( ~tion ;;;:i~h a c,' ··t,.dn matter? 

0PP0SITTON l':1E,,~LERS: Hear, h,,_,r ! 

Tho SP~ \ I(ER: There ;'l no t,oint {)£ 
OJ 7er. 1\' far n I c~n di c3rn the argu­
nF nt which ,_ h£ 1 on. Llmnb:: r for Po-rt Cnrtis 
h:~9 ~ rh ·ciF~cJ to the Ilo~1cJ, lL· is using it in 
a t;FlOr.·J \Yuy. 

J\ffr f'OYX' - Xo · he is dealing with the 
El~~tiu1;s Tribu::a1.' 

Th-1 SPEAKER: Order! Tte hon. mem­
ber for P-,rt Cur~is is in order. 

~,rr. KESSeLL: I can quih understand 
that in dcctlin': wit1• a nut:cr lik!'l this I may 
sa: somdhing tha:· does not meet with the 
vic-we, of han. :c1emhers oprosite, but I have 
:ret to learn th8t I am bound to say any­
thing that suits them. I am personally re­
s.,onsible for tho way I vote, and any votes 
I pass are passed by me as a free man. I 



Elections Acts [12 AuGuST.] Amendment Bill. 849 

am not here to sav what han. member- oppo­
site like; I am here to sav what I think. 
They abused nw to no end, but I am not 
going to ck,ccnd to their kvel. (Opposition 
laughter.) The voting in connection with 
the Ekdions Tribunal degenerat<?s into a 
party Yotc, and it did so a3 far as I wa~ 
concerne,l; there is not the slightest doubt 
about that, and any n.mn in hi·, senfes knows 
it is a Ltct. It is no Uf~~ hon. Tileinbors 
oppv·ito g0tting up a.::..d raising all t-Jrts of 
silly objcc' ion• to what I say. Th•.·y can say 
what tb· ; like abJnt m<'-the-: make the 
most idio{'o ;,:.ahment·. -b·'t nothing can get 
oYer tLat faf i 1 alJcl u•.aa1, \vhen they arc 
up ugai.d :t a ·"olid f rw-l:, down th03 cc1 uO. I 
hope iha'. Lhis particular spction of the Elec­
tions Tribunal .A.ct voill iJe kno{'kEd out, and 
that there \'-.'ill be no .each thing- as any mem­
ber ·' th1 IIou·" sitting agnin on an elec­
tiom tribnnal. I ·-ay it is ,, b'Jlutely impos­
>ible for any man in this House to sit on an 
elcDtion C·l·e :md f'"C'l !,im•-elf from party 
bias. But J 'aw worse than that. ThPre was 
02.::.'-~ -.;,~c,te objectPd "o b~~ tho other :=:icic. ~\1y 
b,·J,rri·.t•_r claimBcl it. and bv no stretch of 
th· ima,:;iLation ccmld that 'Yote have be;m 
f0r Mr. Bre,,!in. Tho only question which 
arose wa' Lh".t it was Bither Tor me or that 
it · ... ,\ ~~ s informal. I ·want to rm1;hasise the 
£, ct that thcl-3 we no quc-.tion that th-"• 
opposing barc-isL:r Jicl not. claim this vote ; 
he chim,·d that it "as informal-there was 
rn sug-:;cstion that it was a Bre,lin vote. 
Three membe-r-- voted that it was mj votp; if 
there was any daub~ they gave me the 
benefit. Two membor-- with equal rcrtitude­
I do not question their uprightness-voted 
that it was informal; they gave Mr. Breslin 
the credit. Throe m~mbers voted on mv 
side, two voted th 'J.t it was informal, ;1nd 
o•w voted for 1dr. Breslin. \Vas that a part;; 
vote? 

Mr. M.ICKINTOSE: Certainly it wa·'· 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. KESSELL: TL!3 vote was upset, and 
two of the assessors told the judge that 
unle'' this gentl-oman left the court they 
would Ie.1ve, and the offender was removed. 
The judgB practically ordered this man out 
of court, and I say it was a disgraceful 
thing that han. members of this House. 
should so prostitute the position that you, Mr. 
Speaker, gave them, by going to that tri­
bumd and casting absolutely party and 
biassBd votes. I have now fmisLed with that 
part of the subjec c. I have had this on my 
mind for some weeks. (Opposition laughter.) 
Hon. members know this, and I have not 
g·ot all off my mind that i,• there ypt. 

OPPOSITION ME'TBERS: Throw it off. 

Mr. KESSELL: No; that is quite enough 
in connc otion "ith this matt•;r. I hope that 
this den 1n-atin mea.-ure which has been sub­
mitted b; the Home Sc' ret try will pasF.. 
the H01••-•, •,; ith one or t·"a -.light am• nd­
monts whiul, y:0 are prarcioallv all agr··· d 
on. I h'ne it v;ill P'"' the Hou"c so tL:.t 
Qneonsla•1d can c, t !a + h ar in un:nistakc hlG 
ter•ns what the people want. \Vhon tho 
cou.ntry eler'ors and tho cit.• eleGtor• vote, 
the 'rouble will be that we shall cum•· b >.ck 
with too large a numh~1·-with tho n:,pos!le 
bench-' so depletn:1 that, poor 's thoi~ aq:ra­
rnent:-. nre no1v, '"ta.k aJ fbR·"· put 1heir v1:>:->. 
TICJ\V, it will be ,..venk·T si"ill-\Yhen thc;·c C)Y~ 
snar;J timf' to u:tf'nd t:) +he int.frf'~ts of thi~ 
House. As I nid just no-.··. I w~s glad to se0 
the learned leader of the Oppo<ition bod{ in 
his place, for which he gets £800 a y€ar--

0PPOSITION MEMBERS: No. 

1913--3 G 

Mr. KESSELL: He has £500 and £300. 
0PPO'•ITION MEMBERS : No; £500 altogether. 

::\lr. KESSELL: Wf'll, I beg his pardon-
for which hr gets £500 a year. It is a mis­
take for an hon. m<>mber to refer personally 
to an, othPr han. member, but it was said 
that I "as tho most unpopular memb!'lr on 
this side of the Chamber. 

OPPOSITWN MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
(Laughter.) 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: You arB not. 

:\1r. KESSELL: The leader of the Oppo­
sition ••tid I wa;, the mo't UI!popular member 
on thiJ side of the Chamber. I am at least 
:t mcmher on thi, .. side of the Chamber, Lut 
the han. gcnt:eman twice unsuccescfully tried 
t.J [ · ht r~, and 'vas twice ignon1iniously 
tun;'ed do•m. He t ':ice t:iecl to get on this 
side of the Hou.-e, but the electors would 
not touch him with a 40-foot pole. I am 
here by tho voice of the pLoplo: but the 
han. gentleman, after twice failing to get 
on this side, went to that refuge for the 
politically destitut?-the socialis'tic side. 

GOVER:-:li!ENT ]}1E1IBERS : Hear, hear ! 
~,Ir. RYAN: That is a lie. 

The RPEAKER: Order ! I ask the leader 
o_f the o,,position to withdraw that expres-
SlOll. 

Mr. RYAN: Mr. Speaker, I withdraw the 
word, as it is unparliamentary. 

Mr. KESSELL: Perhaps it is necessary 
for me to repeat that remark-that the han. 
gentleman hc,s { sayed twice to be a member 
on this side. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! I suggest to the 
han. member that he daBs not repeat that 
remark. 

OPPO"ITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

1\!lr. KFSSELL: I will try to follow the 
thread of my ar;_;ument. 

OPPOSITION JYIE~!BERS: You have lost your 
thread. 

Mr. KESSELL: Unfortunately, the needle 
at the e1d of the thread is what troubles 
h0n. members opposite. 

Mr. KIRWAN: The Premier repudiated you 
in this House. 

Mr. KESSELL : I may be an unpopular 
membe:' of this House--

GoVERXMENT ME1fBERS ' But you •are not. 

Mr. KESSELL: But I have yet to learn 
that it is a c_.se of "C':1ll me Bill," or " Call 
rr-e Tom," before you are popular. The only 
~t:tmp of popularity you rf'quire her-e is 
adherencq to principle-not lip service to 
all\ party s'Iibboleth. The only brand of 
po)mlarity I ever aspire to is the trust of 
n1v part"'· I a~n not put in ~any posit.ion in 
ths party to keep me :'tra:ght. Some mem­
bers 'tro pu+ as loaders in their party, other­
wio3 thPy have :10 chance of gving &:raight 
-tha:- i.J ,vhy thev r1re put ~h2re. Any 
posi' ion 1:> >"hi 0. I may ",ttain in the future 
in this partv I v ill gee b:s straight going; 
net k "a use 1 am a politir'1l .acrobat, but 
because I go al(:ng the bru<td straight paths 
of Li'Jerali.-m in which ever,v true man has 
-e(;ual chan~ccl of ricin,;;, and in which there 
is equal opportunit:' to all. 

]\.fr. E·'RTRH1: Provided you can buy the 
oth"r fellow out. 

Mr. KES"\ELL: Fancv .an han. member 
on that side saying that a m<m can be 

Mr. KesseU.] 
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bought out ! It is a dreadful thing to say 
that on thD floor of this House-to aumit 
that each man hac, a price. No man in this 
party has a plicc. I belong to a pJ,rty that 
cannot be bought. It is. unneceE·,ary to be 
a tum~ler here as in a mrcus. I hope that 
this Bill Will won be pas.cd through the 
House, and that it will be pl.wed on the 
statutP-book frDe from any .lwrassing stric­
tures, F.o that when members cDme before 
the elr·dDrs o: this Sta,te th will be able 
to vote in an untrammclled "-"'Y· 

11r. MAY (Flinders): I wish to make a 
few remark,s_ on this Bill befo·" ii p:1si , it' 
second rc1-cung. I an1 rather surprised at 
the speech <lr-•livered by the hon. member for 
Port Curtis this aft~rnoon. Previouslv 
when he has spoken in this Chamber, he h.Q:. 
given us a little bit of vim, but I suppo.'e 
tha<. "\Yas · becaUH3 he rec-eived interjec~ ions 
from members which helped him to put a 
little life into the debate, On this occasion 
ho':Yever, his re•,narkJ 1vere like stale sod~ 
water~they l1ad no "pop " in them at all 
and just poure-d out flat. Since thD hon: 
mvmbor has been in tl.e House, v;e .have not 
had 11-nything so dra,tir from him a, we 
have had this afternoon. The hon. nw.-lll:Jer's 
remarks on thiJ Bill, in reply to the lm- der 
?f the 0,-porition, hc•VC been vmy ,,, eak 
IndtYd, and he nl&"Je an ,accus~tion \Vhich 
·was quite unworthy for any hon. 1nmnLor to 
n1:)r-e. Still, \Ve n1ust take it fro1n whence 
it came. The han. memLer then - ent on to 
refc to Lc e~ections tribunals. I h<'-P>2nod 
to be a member of an elections tribunal 
some y.ear,::; ago, .anJ I can say tha.t my 
.actions wh~n I was sitting on that tribunal 
were in the dirDction of doing justice no 
matter whether the candidate was a mer;1ber 
of my own side or a member of the other 
si<le. As a matter of fact, during the v, hole 
of thB deliberations my col!ea.gues thou~ht 
I was .a litt!B bit more in favour of the 
oth~r fellow. Ho~e_vor, I stood my ground, 
ana I gave a dec1sron according to ·what I 
thought ''as right and just. I hope that 
there will be some other method of dealina­
with elections tribunal proc•·cdings tha;;_ 
what we h,,_ve hr,d in the nast. I hone that 
memh'rs of this House w}ll not be "put Qn 
RS .t~ssessors at elections tribunals at any 
future hearing; but, if ITie'nLtrs are put on, 
I am sure that thov will do their duty, and 
not des··rve calumny from wembers w.ho 
have just mgnag~·d to get into this Hour<e 
by the skin of their teeth. The han. mc·nber 
spoke 11.bout the absentBB vote. I think it 
is very wren;; indee•l to eliminate t.he 
ebt,entee vote -from this Bill. The hon. 
member for Port Curtis spoke in a depre­
cating tone abcut the shearero. That 
includes both shearers and s'1ed hands. I 
know these men very well, and they move 
about with their wives <1nd families -to 
v-arious electorates, and they will have :no 
opportunity of re•,or<ling their votes unle .. s 
they are granted an a1se·ntee vote. I con­
sider that the absentee vo c., is one of the 
best provisions ever enacted in an Ele~tions 
Act, because it gives all the noma<Cic "orkers 
of Quecruhnd a chanc" d recording their 
votes. We know that there must be a ·Jot of 
these nornOOs in QuE'/~nPlr.nd, cspocia1ly in 
the back country, M the very n&~ure (-f their 
callin~ makes them so. I hope that befor-e 
thD B1ll goes through we will be Enabled t<J 
have an ab:-3ntee vote includ<:>cl in its pro­
vi,,ions. I hope members on both side''' will 
give a conscie1Itious. vot9, so far as restoring 
the absentee vote is concerne-d. I hope that 

f _,J{ r. J{ eRsell. 

they will not be brought to heel when it 
comes to a vote, and I hDpe that thl:y will 
not be so hidebound as to re>iuse to restore 
the absentee votB. It is only by retaining 
the absentee vo:•> in the Bill that it will be 
po,;·iblB for every elector in the State to 
rc~ord his vote. ·fhore is a provision in the 
Bill to restOI•3 the old poocaJ vote. 'vVe 
!mow tho abuse that th~ postal vow met 
'.ri'.h in the past, and we know that it was 
decided by this House to .ubo:ish that form 
of vt•i.c'•;;- 'altogeti:m. S:,eir.g that it is Dnly 
a fc~i short years Fin-co the post-·ll yoto was 
kEvcked out of c .1r eiectDra! syste1.1, it is 
r::< .lrc:Jly rh:tsonahL"' to £L.sk u;., J.:=_,ain to place 
it on the _,t:,~ut-e-book. It has rot been 
found mc<;sr:,,r:· to havD the pDstal vote 
resto-red, ,end, if it is re-en.act •ci, it •·.-ill be 
inflicting a very grfl'nt injusti,- e on a large 
number of people. It will bring about that 
y,?l~y sa n1e in: imidation '~hich w d,S €xperi­
eneed before. \Yhilst times are good it does 
not rnatter verv 1nuch, but -when tin1es ~are 
b-e-d Dmployers· <'an intimidate their em­
ployees an-J malw "hem vote how they like. 
That is not a true reflex of the opinion of 
tho people, and members should not be 
nturneJ to the House on votes given in that 
wa.:. I l10po that the P'J -tal vGtn will be 
·clirnin::;tt'rl fron1 our elnctcral h~·\ s for ever. 
\Vith rC'g;:ud to t~u:: nu1nbcr of que ion'·> that 
a man has t-0 an·•:-er when he !tp;lcios to get 
his n'tme on the roll, it is a v;ond.•r that 
ibo Ilo1ne Secretary did not a~:~: L~ to bring 
in our familv t:: •. It : J a ' owler that l1e 
clid not ask {;s to b:·ing in the namco of our 
ancestors for tho iast five or six generations .. 

The HO}f!l SJ-;CRETARY: I am <Ire that you 
c, uld do th.:t, ,Tohn. (Laughter.) 

~-Ir. :\lAY: I have no doubt I could; and 
I have no doubt }DU could, too. An han. 
Hh'tnL.\r over hert- suggests to n1e that we 
l• ig;ht hcwe co go J-. ck to the time of Adam 
o.P:i EvP, but I think if we go back to the 
LnF~ e;_r Ncuh, ·it v.rill be far enough. 
(L.-,ughter.) I think there are a great many 
ridic.1lous qu<>,.Lions that an applicant is 
r'··\c·d, and the,~ ;ltou;.r be eliminat·_d. V{e 
shall be able to de~] with them -when we 
gat to the C-Ynmittoe &: :1ge I just vvich to 
ente·· n1y· protc:;t agnint t ' l1at has bh=m pa,id 
about the _,hearers and shed honds, b~r .mse 
~ ~-~0y arc a \\ orthy cla.f: of me~1. There are­
also a goa-l In.t-"\ny 1niners who move about 
with their fa"1ilic-.-,, and when e;eci.icn time 
comes along, if they are not allowed to vote 
.as absent voter,, the~r will be deprived of 
their votes altogetlibr. How<>Yer, we shall 
bo able to dccal wi'h all thoee matt-ers when 
· . ., e Let iwo Committee. 

1\lr. BOOXER (Fi,:e Be;"): I ri•.c thus earlv 
in tho dobd ·' in ord< ~ tD ,ollow as do.· -,ly as 
I <>.•.n thB :10n. me :11! rr for Port Cur cis. I 
qu~\G a -·-=mrned, when the . .:1 .. ~ter th·:,t \va .. dis­
C".1,"l'd thi.s aft-P.,'noon "'· · di, '"_,·ed o.n the 
Address in Reply, that that was the Lo~ v. e 

)U]d !Jc.r of it. I r<'J""Ct very much that 
the 111'.~(1.--· ... t 11ould havf\ v 1pp.-, ... ~ up again in 
t~1is d: ~ate. I think it i·, duo -~o n1y.-)clf, and 
i iF, al.-0 due to th -, han. memln· for Mit­
cl&ll, !hat I shoulJ state what redly tn-ok 
pL3 -~ C·-1 i he c_:...:.:~~sicn of n1y ab:s~.::-cc fron1 the 
·\ ··t.ions tril unal ~,..OC>~edings when -t :1e Port 

Gu,·tis l:ase wn q b~inc- dealt with. 11y friend, 
the han. mcmb,'r for Coorc .. _l·a, Illr. 'vValker, 
know 'hat I wcs very anxious to get away, 
as I had some very impori ant business to 
a_ttend to;. Mr. vValker understood the posi­
tion, and he said to me, "I believe I can 
arrange a pllir for you." I thanked him, 
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and I accepted the fad that the han. member 
for Mitchell (:1Ir. Payne), and myself had 
paired. T,e han. member fc-c· Jl.iitL;rell did 
not quite clearly un•lcrsl .. md the c;. ;e, and I 
accepted ''hat he oaid tlwn just it. took 
place. It v·as r •J fe.ult of tlH· hon. L0mb<o; 
for l\litdwl!, mod I m'"y .. cLo as"ume thL' it 
,~·..ts no f',-..Ilt of my owu tl ,o,t, I was no~ pn"­
~,~llL· \'11 tlLtt pari;._;ular occa:io11. I a.,u:;ptcd 
the pair tl:L'l, ju•·i· as I ·vould oc-:-•p". a p cir 
in the divi-:0n c~l this Bill. I was nut tL' re, 
und the lhJll. 1nernbn_· ~-or ::Uitcb;·ll quite e;;::­
plain,-d his vositic-- t. So fal· as r"'cfn·din:J a 
party vote was l-)IlCc wc1, I c._tn f_ c-'uit-"" 
cn1p~1atiLdJy th:tt -~11 :.- -::rul ~r vdw .. - r..; 
Bitting on In_ ... · left en the c..::c :-./-'.n of th-. "P 
rocu~di . .:.gs dis;e-r··cd cH:h qn~- ho_~ ith n1 

as it aro:~P, and he ca~-; each vo:.- ju··t as I dirJ 
ll1Y"'r~~f. .,,·.·i~ hc1t aLy p rt.-:· con;:;.ider'l; :r,_l. at 
••.ll. I luw': f: at th., q ... <.ioL of ' .. trty did 
not hlter into the matb·r ,, t ,I! f, ' fur as I 
was coL..;·vr.:HL:J, a1~cl I think I C,\oll pea~-{ the 
same for the othet· memb •·s of the t·iL.mal 
ju'-.~ cS I·: r~ak fc_ lhYS~~f. (Ilen,r, ~1 ur!) I 
t.lliLk it i_I-bc:.oinc, n hon. rr:_t·~~~~:.-r of -~h-3 
I~ou;e i·J;_ f~'lY . !.a; th.-- 1 011. !1(c;rnl;cr ~:Jr -~Oj t 
Curti~ s.CP ~ ~ 1us 1a1tcr~1won. l, _r:~. ur ,.::~':..11Iecl, 
;. r. ·1 1t bnn; h1· ( na:~abf'r L-1 r a1 . ( ouL. 
Th-2re are Prop1--. in ·:1L CL.-oa:;b T hO ·re 
not rnernL:::rs of Parlian-::..r.:.~-) c:_.l '""<r~_-=.__;_1 ~h-.-y 
he_ r th ·, :..: 'lt· .• n:.n -3:~t~lr <' , Cl·larl\' will a~'--0 
be n~--~orJi. ·l i~1 tho Pn-->.:--tl. ,· Y ill {nd '- -.:o .. 11c 
to on~~c.l_L.r,~~-:r'l, ·:hit~l- ~ll n;t _ t·. tho 
f"",JOd •n ]-"aLI<:t·ncnt. I nn--tCI _,tnnd (<;lG 
... 1·~ (-%vrs -.~.( _·u ~ c·lc·..:t.etl by you, )ir. ~1-r·:.·, 
SO i:h t~~e 1'8ffi·1rks o£ nw hon. l1H~n~ _{'r '-,:!re 
.n.- refl.ecti:"n -.....n yoq::._·self, up,_·l th--_. r '"1l "'YhO: 
were cllccl u·,~ · to ,,_cl"~t'lke ihc cluh at 
tl-c E~- rtir:1 :, T'rit unn1, ~~nd aJ o vron +~--2 spirit 
<Jf r :.r~: 1rcl.;~lt, a _l: I l'•..:'-'2l1t th-_ L1. 

0PPOSITIOX : ~ ~ :~::lc~nq: l~f- r, hr J.. 1 

::_\ :r. RCOT\:ET:: I h,L'. _ finis~1ed Tvith this 
math-.'·, an-1 I i.yu::-.t f: rt it 111 not bo r£~.Cll\:d 
to at a:-.1." Jthf, .:t~:ng ihi" C~L'_mber. 
Dcalin< wit11 the ; •caon·e i'.:.olf, I i. kn this 
., :.;-..·.-: It j. th2 r1 csi-'0 of nvr ry publ::: "!- :tn, 
<1nd every 111:1,-~ 11cr ··lf Prd1L··:1•"1"l~ 1 L .. t tho 
n1achine.:y of oLr' lettior:.: .. ~!_-J":l.l b-: a~ !·~r­
f._,,t as roc -ibh uvl as cruitable as possil- 1<>, 
,;o. f_ar - s the difforcn' shades r f p< 'itit d 
o~:.:~Icn al\_- coL,..sr:::-J.ed. 

Both 0PPO ,rTI02i anl GOYE'lX:\lE2iT ME:I­
n::·:, ::l: .fie~.r, hear! 

" ir. BOOK:CR: The no UP Recrctary put 
ib Ci .a very 'xe:l '.d:en he aid that ii rhould 
bo tho endr-.:;_y,Jur of th.-:-- Electiol<:> _\.t:t to 
u:able eYc.·y adult 0orson in tho StatJ to have 
thc.~r nun.r ,_, :.. cc ;·d ~d and the machinery pro­
vifl;~ i -,J Pn -..bi ~ every aGJ.l) to rL2ord a "' tc, 
and this :bill j, ''11 ·iLl in t'" 't dircctit 'L J\'o 
one c.nl .:,:y 'lL.~. t\c int.L :-:on i.~ llL·t to give 
ih~ privil(-· .:.r• t::-> 1. .,~ery cdult person to ~ • -:Hno 
p~rolled, I u I f-hink v,.c. shorl ~ - c:; a ;::~,-te 
aut~:.o:.·ity r1o cur J.r.:..t io f;-}1 into line wi+h 
the ~"ederal l'lrc: >ral autlnri 1it ,, '"'d ha' our 
syd£;::113 c,; un:,<_ ra1 a·:l po~:-ib~c. 'He r, l·0ar !) 
\V- shf··~_ld ;·_. ,ko 1Jlov:.3·on for f1 t·-.T elcc-
i 1ral d·na\' ·~ h work tc~e:l":? clv'•cly 
as r--;~ML 1 e. r rdl, .:~ ~ issues of ·ihe nvo 
~,·~ :1:;. ·rc ::--n 1 i-: J.l, so far as lt::..tJ.:.n~n.-- ;c: ~l 
tO rcnrG· _n~ ;,u:.Iic oj_i•,inn ~"' rncc'.~ This 
;_.: hoZv it h:b a -·f- f::d ~>) 1ne: -~rc tc':l 
Pc.L.r:d t ~n:-.f'LWnt. ::-:;. i·1 n 1001, . ..;_,~ and in 
tho .e r;,:- <LS , 1 J included a nurn~ r of St:_,te 
0l0ctDrr• 1 ~s.. I sT· :' ~' z, L· a p---'·.['tlS to ·t _·ir.~ 
a~',Jut tho ~ rC -ults, so far as hu:vi::1g 
r---;J]e (~-nnJ]ed, tha~ Y·C :1-GL1lr1 div:·1 e H~e 
St...L~ of Gv ~-:_.lard i~1t-1 t·'n de";_oral ar:·>~.s. 
\Yc L:1ould ~-~Jrn haye r.n ama 1: ·an1aticn of the 
Si~:.t" anJ Fed0ral cflic0r·", ·.-d the 8-ta·L·\ and 
Federal Governments rhonld collaborate and 

appoint an offi< d" to r~present eac!1 of those 
h n are::ts. VVhrnever any over]appmg O?Curs, 
f .. J far LS a 8tate <-lc ... l{)rato oYerlapping a 
.B t:deral c1ector.a ::o ir, ronc :rn£· ·1, tht'y co !ld 
P.:.nwi!lt a I--"'~r1--:uul''Ilt o:l:iH-''r to d,_·al with thc,>e 
st~te ._:.rf'' .> not inside the Fr-·lcral arens~ and 
t-) Jn.;l \vith tht b.vo sets o~~ rolls. 'll1e I.t1an 

,\~ho -is pt.J.Luneutlv apl-Oiiltc;J, and '"ho shouid 
h'lVe no. other ,:,.orl. ;,, do, _wi~l be fully 
o·c·,pied. He , .. ill h~vn what 1°, v ry m'.:es­
s .... rv~th,' i_·, a lneal kno~<c :lgc of the~ elec­
; :n ,, t .. ·s - V\..-l;·_re \\ e f1il so rnuc:h at the 1'!>~­
f· ~nt irne : -i ·,. h<~re t:l.J Governn1:=-nt pbvJ the 
Y Drk in th ., Land· of police magistrG; '"3 ur a. 
clerk of peLy L-.:-- .... jior:) c_._ ."'J,!llE c.:,:hf_-r Gov-.-!n~ 
IDE- ·~t officer, wb--->>"" t1mc Is "o lDUl: .. l .orc:lpied: 
with other buriness that he can grve very 
littlCJ time h the dectorcl r;ortio" of his dutv. 
T:.at is whcr3 we f.1.il, irl not baViDg ,l'OJlS 
Y hi;:h ·}O a. tru-: rcfl?x of tl, e _P('Clple < ho are 
rn !He Stat~. Tnore n S~"_.n_1"'.lung v.;ry grossly 
"\' ron<r in th(-· Sta:a of o•.1:- e~·"L~oral roEs. I 
unclLr.stc:nd )that Lhere a -c .~··Jm..:thing li1ke 
17r,Oc) nFm. ~ on tlr 'Jral roils of Aus· 
t alia ov,_r .~:16 J.;_l,,...,- ..:..t1ult f1lpulatio~ of 
A•Istr.ulia. \Ve in (~uer"1slr nJ have our pro-

rtior of the ;;_.urrb:; Yo:·cs, iP-:luding names 
hi-·_':1 ar2 ,_.ithPr dn~"Lc~\iions of n?lne~ or 

r-:scnc':> of i~'''-~ginary ~;crs( ilf. If. \Ve had an 
oJ.1iccr ,c-i-t\ an it ... tinJato :ocal krowJ, ~1 '.8 of tho 
c •_,fres of popul..:~ion a_ld d~~,tri{ts gcn~r~lly, 
{:_.- ::L \vou1d no+ :1-J the oD1 •·.T~u,n1ty of 
d'~r!i!-J.' .. ,Jl. I am quite c:·rtain that no hon. 
:n,t:. ar drsir·s t:_~;'! !'~e ron~ r_:_~ .. 'Juld be 
E:t '"fi'ec1 in w · >.·:_".· o, but -.,o L: r as the 1nae11i- · 
r m· .- oi the Bill i' con2orned. the wish of this 
·no~Y::,e sl1ould 1__,. to 1nuk~ tho n1r:: .. ~ure ;,.-:J per­
£ ·::t tl1 ~t-..,r an clt;,.~ion is lteld no one on 
tL:.t .. i_c1·-~ ~,nd ro one o"'- -~_his'· 'de can ca.st. any 
T.-1 c~·on o:t ·ihP m0n1l er -r.·.ho is retu:cn··d. 
Hi• '-~ n·n shodd be a cl'"'·r rPflcx of public 
'<.1inion. ? .... pn1;Iic officur ,,_,hoi:' pcrmtcnent~y 
, Tr·Io':-: d in (. 'lnectio,l ,--;·i:-h .clector:<:l rn:t.t­
t'"'· .· ~~ill kn0~· - th - p~._~'Fons ':<1o are l. :-:;t 
qnalifi·rl to act as l'IG ;:ling cffice~s .. Ver~ 
often mish:~~es ~p·:.:. n'.'. le in ,qp--1ointing· as 

pre~iding orfk,er.. men from the 
[4.30 p.:n.] c,'ntral ex-· .utivc office, the 

I--io1ne SL'll ;,--tarj 's Dep:lr.tment, 
and thev are not alw ws nualified for the 
"~-ork. lhoy hl1VO had no training, and they 
f.•el nervo; s on the r,~easion of an elrct'ion . 
. L vcr· 'Jn:; trained in electoral \Vork "\Vera 
a1- ~Oinh=-t~ t..___. sr;c:, posidon<;j. ~~..: Fl1ould have 
i~f.ui"teh- bet•c:· re·•tlts than we have h::vd in 
t'·e "c<i. y-ith rc-:arJ to the ffit'.:lh <lis­
r:.J "'· ;)Jd (, :',Uf'G providing; for the po~st.al v9.t9, 
I +-h1nk it is n n1o~t n"CC' •qary IWOVIS~,Jn, ~tnd 
I c~ rnot- :_"··"':1or·:t~.nd an~· l"'oP: ill{ ::nher ,vho is 
no~ pn j-r:_~~j · d in sc:m. 'vay h'" rarty C0n­
rider .Eons hP-vir :: an:v ob;or'ion to that 
fo, m of votin;r, provichi it i.e pr<l'perly 
<~~-'r-.;u_t.:.'i' d; RnCL r\,H::--r li""tening to the 
' ~mlan::. ~ion of th ' Home Secretary of 
.!.} ~ cLH1S0 de:tlin; with t 11{"' p~- :;ta:I vote·, I 
f<.ko it tf-;t it ' ilJ be sa'Pi~Uarf!cd to 
such a>l c<t· n~ that politicn~ regEnts, or 
'\hat yu·1 hJight oll politiwll pim:s, will 
ro• be .. l' 1• erl to (len! with such votes. 
G ;ven tha+ tlw pc,~al vote is properly 
sa£- ;·n'1t:dL·1, I ca'mot unclerstand any public 
r1 n- que'·:·ionin(Y' t1Je neccp .. ·ity fc~· it, the 
j 'st'ce of it, ar:d 'he <oq tity of it. \Vhy 
sl:,)uld the hale. trong w.an have po1it,~~n.l 
p1·ivileg::s thnt a siuk man or a sick \V0~1an 
d 1cs 1•t j)(•,ser·? ThD )1f'Oplc in the n!ral 
L1istric' .s are :\,t a Cifladv,i_:lta&'D a,s aga1ndt 
votet in the ci;.ie, and towns, owing to the 
abf'~':t:~e of the ncr-lal voto. If a farmer lives 
2 mi]Ps of 3 mil"' bom a railwP.y, c:· 5 mile' 
from a pol!i,,g-boom, ho".· can both hnsband 
and wife go t'' the polling-booth and record 

Nr. Booker.] 
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the~r votco? They cannot <lo so b0cause, if 
they were both absent at the same time, ~;hey 
would have to leave their children alone at 
the home,tead. If the husband goe, away 
to vot·e by himself, when he rf)turns it is 
probably too late for his wife to go to the 
polling-Loath. If the wife c'1n exercise tho 
franchise by voting by po ·t under a scheme 
whwh is properly safeguarded against the 
operations of the political pimp, sh!l will 
have full opportunitv for recording her vote. 
H is not usual to dc:tl with the whole of the 
provision, of the Bill vn the second rc:tding, 
as W<' have ample opportunity of di,,,;ussing 
its var1ous cb,us(-", in Uon1mittef~. I am quite 
certain that when the meac;ure is di·""'lHed in 
Committee its \cener.;Ll principles will be en­
dorsPd, :..nd I ~Hall only add, in conclusion, 
thut in my judgment "'"cry hon. mpmber who 
takes up a pfopE'r poFition ;:nu'-t R•'..:. the jus­
tic? of the pm:tal vote, inasmuch as it givec 
to the old and th" ill an opport;mity of exer­
cising the franchise as well a'" the strong and 
the vigorous. (Hear, hear !) 

' Mr. ADAMSON (IlocUwm 1ilon): I should 
like to congratulate the hon. member for 
·wide Bay on the manly sentiments h<· has 
uttered in relation to an incident v.·hich took 
placu \n conm·~rion with the Elections Tri­
bunal last year. I also was one of the a"es­
sors on that tribunal, and I know I dirl my 
best h~ hold the balan~e fair for evBrybod', 
and tned nd to take any pc.rtv advanbgc rn 
any \Yay. I regard the me:J.~J.rf' no11 t,,,fore 
the House U'' a reaction._~ry 1neasrre. I say 
that honest!::. Just as I thought last yr:',r 
that the Industria! Pcarc: Bill was a re'l.ction­
ary measure, so I think this Elections Bill is 
a re"ctionary measure, and I hold that the 
present Gov; rnmcm will go down to pos­
terity as a n::ctionary Gov£rnment. \Yh'tt 
is the catw> of this reaction? V\'hat i:o the 
cause for rei:rtrodncing the postal vote? 
What is the · wse for throwing out again 
the absentee vote, which was only enacted a. 
few years ago? The postal vote was c.ast 
out only a fe.,, years ago. and I should hke 
to know what i" the rr aeon for its reintro­
duction now. I cannot see any jm:t or valid 
reason for casting out the absentcp vote or 
for reintroducing the postal voh•. The only 
conclusion I can come to with regard to the 
matter is that the fertile imagination of the 
Prerr:i.ier, or the Home Se·:.lrBtary, and of 
ether members on the opposite side of the 
House, suggests that it has become necessary 
to introduce such a measure, ;md that some 
member of the other HauFe>, "hose imagina­
tion is more f~rtile c~ill, has had something 
to do with the introduction of this Bill. It 
appee~rs to me thc:t tho c:eneral loc:,-oc;t last 
year, the r ·mit of th~ last Sbtc dection·J in 
the metropolitan arct, and ti,e r<·ccllt of tho 
late reJeral dect;ons in Queensland have 
given them '" 1rt of political nightmare, and 
filled t!:em with poli'.ical foTd,od;11f'"S as far 
ad che ft,cur.· oi t 11cir pa1ty i· concerned. 
The; thin!6·s y; hich have been said in rela­
tion to t}c Federal e'<·ction, h~,ve not been 
proved. I understand tlut t':ld·e is an elec­
tion caJs•_'. in \V.e~;t- ·n Au~tr-r lia which is sub 
judice, ar·d I she.!! not ref< ,. to it on ~he 
pres-,nt occasion. I have a quotation con­
cernrng the find inc; of the members of the 
Oommitb·e of Inquiry in reg:nd to thirc matter 
in Western Auctralia, but seeing that the 
case I ha V'" alluded to is likely b come br foro 
the Elections Tribunal, I shall say nothing 
about it. I must say, however, that the 
charges made by the Home Secretary on the 
floor of this House-gross charges of per­
sonation, double voting, and all the rest of 
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it-have not been proved in this House or 
an:, where else. Th0 charges made by that 
han. r,-entleman aP,"ainst the Labour party 
when h" introduced this Bill and when he 
moved its second reading hav<' not been sub­
stantiated. I hold that at the present tima 
democracy in Que,msland is in peril. Mr. 
Lloyd-George, sp<'aking at Carnarvon re­
cently, said that 

"Den1ocracy \vas in graYer peril in 
Great Britain to-day than for generations 
past; a deliberate conspiracy was on foot 
in infitH~ntial quart'"'rs to overthrow 
demu.~racY and the Gov~rnment." 

I am oi opinion, from what took place here 
];>;•t """'ion. and from what is taking place 
no\v, that therP is a consniracy in Queensland 
to ovPrtLroy,r dunoc~tacv. par{ ~~ularly the 
demoCJ acy ,, hich the Labour party stands for. 

Mr. E. B. U. CoRSER: It requires a great 
stretch of imagination to arrive at that con­
clusion. 

Mr. ADAMSO:\T: I think that is a fact, 
<tnLl I have reason for thinking ''0, because 
the postal vote was knocked out a few years 
3.60 und the a.bsentee vote was substituted 
for it, ond nothing has taken place since to 
juetify the throwing out of the absentee vote 
and the reintroduction of the postal vot·e. 
The proposal to ropeai the ab,entee provi­
sions of the cxi,ting Elcctiors Act shows 
that the pr<"'ent Gov,,rnmc,nt, under the 
malign influenoe of a certain gentleman in 
another place, has ceased to trust the people 
of Queensland. It wo,lld almoc .. t appear :as 
if theY are saying with Hesiod of old-

" I hate the \'Ulgar and boep them at 
a distance." 

I should have thought that the Premier, .at 
any r;;te, would rather have taken the advice 
o> even :1 more famous man in many respects 
than 1Iesiod. I mc:cn Charles Haddon 
Spurgeon. And I should have thought that 
the PremiPl' 'Yould have taken his advice 
when he urge<l politicians and others to-

" Take '' header into the rising tide 
of democracy and gc•t ncar to the people 
of England, and they will learn to love 
them." 

I hold that if the Premier and the Home 
S·ccretary, and the gentleman in the other 
place who I think has had a great deal to 
do with the introduction of this Bill, would 
gd near to the people of Queensland and 
learn what are their aspirations and want,, 
then, instead of regarding thPH as revolu­
tionaric.; '''ho are tr::ing to get something 
which i. Yll"on,;, they v ou'.d find that they 
.are r'.wn who ~'ue Dnly seekins justice and 
right, and they would learn to love them 
·and to trust them, too. The prE' cnt Govern· 
mcnt C"f:ln·3d to mistru.t the peoplP of 
Queenslan·l, and so they arc StAking to dis­
franchi'ce as man:. ccs pm .. ible. I would 
Cvl'lm .nd to the Home Secrebry the wiso 
\nards of J rrn1 ~s Ru ~",··~II LoY-ell ~d1f ·1 vvriting 
on democracy. Ironically he say·-

" The anru1nonts ag 1inst unive1·?.al 
suffrag·e ar" equal17 unaJF werable. 
. \Yhat! exclaim, ' P11all rrom, Die~~, 
and Harry have as much wei :·ht in the 
St"ale as I?' Of course, nothing could be 
mor:' absurd. And yet univere.,' suffraga 
has nm been the instrument of gre ,, ter 
unwisdom than contrivances of a more 
seiect description. Asoemblies noul<l be 
mentione<l composed entirely of masters 
of arts and doctors of divinity which 
have sometimes shown traces of human 
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;passion or prejudice in their votes. 
Httve the serene highnesses and en­
lightened classes carried on the business 
of mankind so well, then, that there is 
no use trying a less costly method? The 
democratic th<nry is that those constitu­
tions are likely to prove the steudie,t 
which have the broadest base, that the 
right to vote make' a safety-valve of 
e:very voter, and that the best wuy of 
te:,ching a man how to vote is to give 
him the chance to practise. For the 
question is no longer the anademic one, 
(I.:. it w-is-3 t9 J;:'iV{' oyer:_v man the 
ballot?' but rather the pradic:tl one, 
'Is it prudent to deprive whole classes 
of i~ any long·cr ?' It ma.y be cnnje< turcd 
that it is che .cnrr in the long run to lift 
men up than to lwld thHn down, and 
that the ballot in their hands is l0ss 
dangerous to socict~ than a cen.e•· of 
wrong in their heads." 

The cla,_,.es out W c.Jt-the shearing cla~ses 
who are talked about as nomads, the men 
who were referred to this afternoon in a 
sneering way, the men who have borne the 
heat and burden of the day in the West, and 
have assisted to produce our national wealth 
-should have a chance to record their votes 
just as other members of tho community 
have a chance to exercise the franchise. 
Mc:nbe•·s on this side are just as anxious as 
bon. members oppo~,ite that the women 
voters should be afforded ever:v f<wility for 
voting, but we want to prevent corruption 
J8,S far tas ;,vomen's votes are concerned. 
Abraham Lincoln Ont'B said-

" De:<llOcrac:;,' is government of tho 
people, by the I,tople, for the people." 

And Theodore Parker said on one occasion­
" Democracy meant, not ' I'm as good 

as you are,' but ' Y ou'ro as good 11s I 
am.'" 

That is not how nwmbers on the other side 
seem to regard the working classes in 
Queensland. They do not say, ·'You are as 
good as I •am," as is evident from their 
action in seeking to disfran<'hise as many of 
them as possible. John Morley, in review­
ing Hobhouse's book, "Demouracy and Re­
action," say::~-

" We need n-ed·, ho1vc-v.er, go to con­
Fervative heroes either at home or abroad 
for proof that liberal or democrat ·are 
not identical or •coextensive terms. In 
more than one time and la.nd the formula 
of liheru!ism has been, 'Everything for 
the people, nothing by the people.' " 

I hold ih"7 i'lf'<' •vo,· are ap:1lic:tble to 
thf };resent GoYf'l'inncnt of 0u""cn::;lancl, v,-ho 
have C"' ,sui to trn:-:: thD grr, t..._ of the 
peoplP. The.,- !:'-~ th0~Y want to cvery-
thiq; for 1' ' p o1.l•· b:rt the:. do not ,,·aut 
to do nn:·f, "lR b:- JWople; thAy do not 
want tl., neon] to <1o thinzs for th' -,,seh 
and that },, t-he r~'a, 011 \vhv thi8 rPaL cion{;ry 
mc:t•-ure is sub•aitted to 'th HouP. Th~ 
propoca1A of 1hi·. Bill are utt0rly 0lJpo,c:d to 
the spidt oi t}1° tinwo. The tender,:y of 
to~d,'l:_v an1nnr-;;t tL"' n1o;;:.t pro;..;Tr'"'iYn nations 
of u~ \'' ld i\' not to rc~trict the franc~isc, 
Vllt to "Xbnct it; not to curtail tho powers 
of tho peopk, but to incr<'a·,, them; not 
to take ihe names of peopk off the roll, but 
to put as man, o.1 ,ts pouible, and to keep 
them on. Insh·ad of that. it would appear 
that the Government at the pr<'-ent tinw are 
anxiom to talw off as manv elE'ctors from 
th" rolls as possible and to kc: p off as m" ny 

as possible. It strikes me that this is the 
r0ason for their doing ,nvay w1th the ab~en­
tee :vote. If this Bill contained provisions 
for the initiative and referendum it \Yould 
have been n1or-e in harn1on~, vTith the spirit 
of the ti n€'·, When you go to Switzerland 
or to America the tendency is in tho dir?c­
tion of legislation to f:cure more fac1htws 
for learning the wic-hes ~f the people. l\ir. 
\Villiam Sharp McKrcknl< m his new book, 
" Tho NL ,', Democr,;cy a:id the Constitu­
tion" E'aJ : "It is to d·--nlocr;';tic S\vitzer­
land rather than to demo~ratic _\me rica that 
G,·,a~ Britain, no" thd hnr old constitu­
tional huh, arks have deca,·cd, 'C'oms to be 
tnrning i·_l c;..,rch of new ort'- ~~-::.e vn, !~t 
.' ·1Lrit c lairnf~tl for the refc-r,~nuun1 1:1 that It 
is thoro"·~hlv d- mc.:ratic in it, trad-.mcies 
and r!?'- uib3.~ The rnoro c-._:on--ively the 
r(derendu:~l is resort0d to, t..ho n1ore coln­
plete will bf' thP triumph of democracy. 
In Switzrrland the sph!'re of tL~ refc~·eH­
dum has not on!:· been <'xtonded ste"L<JJ]y, 
but it has broug-ht in iU train that ,potent 
engine of dPnl'Yrracy kno;\'1.1 a9 thE' I:niha­
tivr'.' The initiative ;, the apothco.<~s of 
·dBmocracv." iYhat has the Minister in charge 
of the B-ill to sav to that'! The Minister 
would have bePn ·acting more in harmony 
with the spirit of the:. time.s if l1f' had _intro­
duc·3d a 1neaSure l)roposing proporhona te 
repre-.entation. In J:!o;ranco the> ha 1 t: ~dop[f~d 
it; in Ta•u1ania the.\ hav.,~ adopted It; and 
th.ev arc inquiring into it in England. 1 
have read one of the Ltt<,,t books on nr:>· 
portionat··' rP~n·.p·~entation, and I Ina:y: say it is 
c n a-"'JC• t of <'lf'ctor•ll rf'form that IS worth 
coneiduing, and without .at t 11is stage ex­
Jn·r·~, .. lng- nny d-" ~itlcd O!)in1on v;1tl;- regard t_o 
it. I will s.:w that it iE ,, qn<:'Sc eon ~h~t I~ 
rc_uch Ltarc in hannony with thP -EJ)Irit o£ 
the tir•"CS thon the present Bill. There :tt·e 
oth<'r wa;s in which the Honw Secretary 
mi~<ht h~v0 shovm his democra.cy if he 
·sishod to show he -was a socml <1eJ?o­
' rat. lie r mld haY<' nducPd the })"l'l.!d 
of r.•.;id0ncf'. Th" 1wriod of residence m 
tll<> Commom' calth- qualification is six 
months, and in <'Yery other State ?f Aus­
tr:~Iia it is six n1onth;.;, c:xrr-pting In New 
South \Yaloc, whnro it is 0nly thrco months. 
If a, m;,n liv<c six months in the rommon­
woalth h0 can !"ct a Yoh for the Common­
"Yealth: Hue you mu:,t live in this State 
t ,,h·e months, and twr> months' additional 
residen('" Inu.:t taka plnc>~ in any elt:ci_oratf' 
LeforC' .a n1an or wotnan can have their nan1c 
placed on the roll. If the bon. gentl<"na':' had 
been as demouatic a. he has ,ard he n, he 
eould have knu•'kr:l out the Ia ,t r<-:nnant of 
the- propert) vote and e1adc rP;·:idence thf' 
~':ti' 1 qn'llifcation. Insteacl of bd, he has 
rntainod th,, old propert.r voto .. md .we hold 
that to-da' ihe .,,.,;,.it .Jf tlH' tJmcs IS to do 
a\v_,,- wi~h.. 1 1~.~ prop~rty nlH'lific~~~on ~1t?­
gethcr, r'1d strlr·~"~,T ~"lV r Yotc:' for a rr.:.an s 
manhood or :~. woman's ., .. omt.nhood. The 
hct that the· r,r" c;•izons of the State ·.hould 
•he the snprr;,n reasnn 'Fhy they ·hould have 
the rip-ht to "?t · ~f v,c are. to have, the 
poFtal Yote, "·h1ch I chF ;;o;rc.o wrth altogetner, 
whv do w•· not do as is done in thn other 
Strit0s? · In ry:•rv other S+ate that has the 
poJd vot~, ,, it.h the exception of New 
South \Valh, they have an ab•cntee vote. 
If we ar0 to ha' r. the pe; ·tal :vote, why not 
also the abF.nntc .: :vote? vVhy not try and do as 
tiPv arc doin,- in N<'w Zea!.,nd i' Why not 
cup'y the more. dC'moc~:atic Dom.inion of ~ew 
Zeabnd, rather than go hack In a Yl-'-'lCtion­

ary 'vay and throw out the ab~0ntrr~ vote, 

Mr . .Adamson.l 
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\1-hich has given vote" to come of the best 
men in Australia ? ThP hon. gentleman 
should have rdained it, and made it morll! 
effective. If he had been ab democratic as he 
pretends, he cc uld have <:riv.en ue .a definition 
of "rcsid(•llt ,,., v·hich cvcrvbodv could have 
ur.clc·:·stood .. \Ve have four o~- five clauses du.:n­
ing ~,,·lu.t ··rC'·i(~ :nee" is. \Yhv should :cot 
"re_iLbllC'( ., l 0- "'.';~here U illUll refid_s for the 
time bein~_,? T~w f~1.f ,- LlL~t a rnan is a "vorker, 
tl;at .he i;;. L·.~·nty-ouc yc1rs of ac·r, L"1cl 
contnbutr to tho welfar, of Qm cnsland 
should l1c a e ufficicn'· quaUication. \Vhy 
should wc· hove all kinds of restrictions so 
that it is diflic•!lt to knm' what rc-idc:we 
nwan ~? I shoald like to knew \Yh•.- a 1.:.1an 
,,h,,u1d Pxvo to live tY o 1nonG1s in "tho clec­
tora' e 1 ·doro he gets his numQ on the roll 
of i 1 1.t ekckra:_c. If :.e livE. h·dvc months 
in QuecnsltPld, whv "hould he not be able 
to put his name on the roll at once? It 
means. that m_my 1:1ay possibly be dis­
frc:nc~u:ed for :\t, least ~dur moL~hs, porha;1s 
for ··.:.x n1onthR. That If a verv undesirable 
tl:in~:,, ~0r (- ~-- ,:_tion>; 1 t:.ke "place during 
tho~C-\ s1x mcnths, "\VO arc suppo-cd to 
bchcro t~-·t c• ~r:': llM;". shou!d. have the 
chan.:::o or (~"XtL E~:. ·.nh~· -'-11s op1nron at the 
b~llot-box. \Yr· should mrdce it po• ,ible for 
m·er_; mau and woman to i:r· on the roll; 
but that docs not seem to b" tha obi• of 
this Bill. The prorvrty 'oter c-·.n g"et put 
on _,_tho '."Jp_ in a nnwh shnpler n1annPr--in 
fac., ,. IJ:"n: hHmty-four hoars-und that 
seems to md1cato th::tt mnnhood is considered 
of k -d value than mon<c•_v. That is why we 
s~;- _ tlu~t the~ hon rilo:mberR sittin~ on the 
0'•" :· s1de o, the lion·"' :" 1ml for the pro­
~ert.y cla"'1L"l, Ltand for t·":; n1en \Vho have 
tno. wealth, and no· for the :nanhood of the 
nahan. I ~hink i' is a Ycry clear proof 
that thete rs a Q-re;;.t doc! more value set 
upon -prc-pertj· than upon manhood and 
womanhood so far as this Bill is concerned. 
cr:hcn ,why should all th:·se unncccz•:uy quc~­
twns ::>c a"· ked? A lot of thew me ridiculous 
Is 1t n·.•t er >u~h tr. !do·.• trat J-.e • · she h,", 
rs_ nJ-_,ln:.:.2' th~ '"'Pf 1lctticn or'-· '-kin~: ;__o rec,_)ffl 
?u or hq~ Yote 18 tv,....'l.:!y-<"·l}_f' Y-'·;~·s of .. ..:·e? Is 
It not 7?-0U'o.h 10 h1o that tb •v have !i,:~d thC' 
legal c1me ~n C~uc·...-nsla_" d? '''h:v , lnnld all 
tlw;n :·p·mtH"US CJU"·tion· a,lc--,j? If the 
retn~ning offirft .fl•)f ihrnu::h !'-..• feat of 
putting thf·<~ qn·cs{ions to thc1n, there wiH be 
a good m:1ny v·l·_o win !_ot votE'. 

])Jr. KIR':\AN: That is th3 object. 

l\cir. AD \M.SC?:\': I think that thHc things 
proye that th1s u not the d,,n,cratic measur0 
we should have <'xpc0tcd from the Home 
Secretary, lvhon1 I respect in nutny "\Vays, 
and who,. I find. b·c ds eYerj ono in a m 0 -,t 
hum.anD Ul<d courteous way. I find hin1 
ouhlfle of tho floor of this Hense, rt courte: 
ous gentknvn, and I c~nnot understa.nd 
~ow he c;m be :'O distrustful of th0 people 
m t~-:> :vay that 1s shown b:,- thf' Bill of which 
hA IS m charge. I wonder what t!w men 
who voted for. tho wipi':g cut of the postal 
v~te on a previous occ.1F1on are going to do. 
Tnnre :ue ever so many on that cide who 
vot-Dd four or fiv0 :v(.urs ag-o for the·1viping 
ou.t of the po .. ·tal vote. They will tell us 
thi.s postal Yote i : s.tfcguarded. I am not 
gomg_ t'? take .;rn unfair adnmtage and FaV 
that It 1s no~ safer th~n the previous postal 
yote, but still t,here IS very grave dan ver 
m the postal vote \Ve now have before us. 
I wonder, too, what certain mPmbers of the 
other Houf·B who voted for the knocking out 
of the postal vote a few years ago are now 

[Mr. Adamson. 

going to do. I wonder what tlv han. mem­
bPrs for Cunningham, Cook, and Fitzroy, and 
otheB are goimc to do. \Y e also know how 
the Hon. :l!Ir. Barlow voted on this question 
in another place a few years ago. I wonder 
.-. ]n,t he is going to do whrn this Bill reaches 
anothe1· place? I have hi •: remarks Lore on 
the subject. 

Th0 SPE 1.KER: Ord_r! 

Mr. ADA::l,lSO:::\: r; I am not in order in 
quotnk a SP("3Ch of a nlOtL1cr of anc+her 
place, I ''·ill bo .;· to your ruling, Sir. I would 
hLve like J to ha\o quoted tho'e rBmarks, 
a.s t.~l'c arc y Jry :-\pre:pos of the prf--.ent 
d-1o.lt -. I could h we quoted from tho 
f:J cc':., of so.tw of t:;3 hon. n.e1nbers of 
thi; I-iou-·'3 

Th~ SPEAKER: The hon. nw•nbcr will 
l.' P· rfc:tly in ,-, der in referring to the 
s~Kf'"'h· ··) 1nade in this IIoLlSe during a pre­
vious sussion. 

Hr. ADAMSOJ'\: I have not any selected. 
(Lm6 hcu-.) But I \\·.Jnld have like-d to get 
into '·Hansard" the quotation from the 
"Jl' ech d th: Hon. Mr. Barlow. I will­
oppc;o this Bill bc.m.c I think it is opposed 
to true democracy, because it bolsters up 
the strength of tho property classes, and 
b.:.:: u~ ' it dl -Franchi· t-, '::.>111E' t.l-duE.and~ of 
the be :t cihzens of _ th'' St.:te. If cail 
i1·dnc any }-.,111. n1,·~rr1be.:·s ~-itting on th"· other 
oi,~n to join "ith us, as thLy should do, in 
vie,._:· of thr!ir pa_ot profc' ,ions, we will 
HmPnd thiJ Bill so as to make it a truly 
dtmocratic Bill. _A, it is, how<wer, the 
lY_·-l'Ure is oppo ,ec] to the true spirit of 
d·'..'ElO"C:r;; cY, and it proYes that thf' pr,•sont 
Govorn1nent is a reactionr1rv one. For these 
and many othN· reasons,' I a~n going ta 
oppc·c'l tho Bill ihe lc·t of my power. 

Jllr. LARCOMBB (JC r 1J}•r/): When the 
L.on. men1h-:-r fo:· Port Curtis "\VD~ r-,pcaking, 
lw was " Hear, heared ! " by the Premier 
nnd the Home Secrett..ry, and it was rather 
a1nusin\; to liP1-Jn to their lP 'lH~ntable " I-Iear, 
hearinrr! " They 'tYerE' trying to \Vork up 
a little intu·est in th: hon. ncember'.s speech. 
The hon. gentlmnan's rc1narkr:, however, 
v ne vn·y fiat, and \Yore more lik~ a bottle 
of ,shle >·oda wafflr-a bottle that had been 
sta,ndinr-- n1•out ;lll hour 1.vithout the cork. 
I am sure the Home SecrEtary will appre­
ciat ., the si e<ilr·. Tlwre w&s a dramatic 
c:Jmpany in the Cenlral district that played 
in Glac1stonP. One of the adors during 
tb0 course uf f-\e ncrfon11ance had occasion 
to remark, "\Yo ~want- a Yillain." and the 
c1owd spontnn<>ouslv roared, " 'Where is 
K'-;,~oll? " That j:., what the electors of 
c .. ntrcl 0uf'cn-land think of the member for 
Port Cnrtis. 

1\lr. E. B. C. CoRSER: That was Rook­
h ',»lpton jc alousy. 

'\Ir. LAHCOlilBE: If ther<> is any jeal­
ousy-which I do not admit-it is iiJ. Glad­
stone. Inetead of joalouRy, however, at the 
pre:.ent time we arc working up a strong 
agitation for th<> creation of a new Stat-e. 
which will include Gladstone. 

Mr. KESSELL: \Vhere are yon working up 
that agilation? 

Mr. LARCO:\IBE: I would v0rv much like 
t<J reply to that interjection, bnt I think I 
hRve digre·'ed sufficiently. and I notice that 
you, Jl.ilr. Speaker, arc ob·crving me with a 
very signifiunt look. (Lrtughtcr.) Every hon. 
member will admit that we require electoral 
reform in Queen•land, but no reaso;1ably 
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mind('d person wilJ argu<:> that tho m"aS"l.l'O 
introduc~d by the II(nne ~~C' rei-ary r r1n, (' ,· un 

~y the gre."~ .. '-~1 tretch of in1agina­
[5 f'.r,,.] hon, be properl0 dP is nat, 1 as 

('le· toral 1·efonn. It is elvctoral 
retro:_:_.rc-~ion, ~'nd it 1:. \vorthv of the GoYern-
rncut.. '.LhC'y aL tr J their traL~i~ ~on tha::., 
thl~Y a:.. 2 th--:: IlL' v 0-0YPrlll~\~lll. in 
~ustr~1~l-~: ancJ. the? a~~ iutrOd~IciLg a:1 E. ~c­
tron.s ~nll_ lL.,h, rf p -~,c· ; upon thr sLtt ~~t'­
book 111 ri. r·-·~=--,:_•r;_t fort:~, \.V~ll Le a·· •-.)l..itC>lv 
th_e rno -t rc .... :.:·:·ion,. ry i11 .. UF'>trab -ia. Till$ 
:f!;ll · s_in<:"1y un a!tt ~d 1 . .., to l;rolon. tl~0 pc~i­
tu--J ('~-:~- ·' ·c·• of +~11=· p:;_·cn~ Lt Cov~:_•r:!lln~ni.-­
an a_t-r:t•n.p~. '_;. ~ 1 .~ ·.1 ~ c~Pir Inis.na·-<>-gl'lllCnt 
and llH p<-scrty 111 L:.t,l1 adn:.~n~ "tratic,'l, in r;,,;J_ 
lA.l~~ dmini~b ... :ion, :..Ild in th·-ir pu~ lie worl~s 
p1he:y. I a:m F_it: ,iied tb t LLe- (_L\::__rr cf 
Qm'cn ,]~end wi]; n:;'ic<' that thi'. i,, an '>l,"mpt 
to p:-,c" a harJ"Ie:r b~;-~.'cn tll,_~t:.l <llHl t~!n 
Government, and '''hen tlwy do that, i1 ,",tc :td 
of the tldo of den1ocra"y being sterL'rvd in 
Queensland, it >~ill flow with incr.:asinrr inten­
sity, and _it >yill u~t_imatoly 0ngulf the Um d'n­
'!llent whwh ,1s sooJnng to pas> this Bill, "hich 
Is wronr:;ly nesiguatEd as electoral rdo.rm. In 
attctnl;tin'r t~ perp._ tu~k" tl~c·ir poli·f_iz..al eT,~is­
tenc(: t>;; tbt~ 1ntroci~lCbon (",f this mea:,tt~· ~, tho 
G'?""!''~n-,mt have d: <">rdcd L 1] the se>um1Pst 
Pri-·.r:lpies of Plcrtv, al lC'!:!.'isLtion, as ba:.:ed 
upon our own cxperiL'llcc- and upon the ex­
pericnc,• of other. ::OLcPs of Au,traiia. They 
h.av<> stuclwnslv d1 ,-,;Jed. all the sound pri11-
c1ple::: Df ~~~P 1f".·.:tida.ho:n Hl ~he othPr Stat•,~, 
and )l,-lV0 >~ort; ·I al "oluh ly all th(1 ,\-or.;t 
provrsiens. that th:ey could Like from tho Acts 
rn operation 1n tho oth,:r State.:; of Au ,.tralia. 
If. this J3ill is r<ts.sed in its present form, it 
w1l! sullJ- thP fmr name of ~\ nstrali , and 
~addlp. us. with onp o~ tho most offcnsi' e, 
rnqtuslLJnal, and r( ' .. chonarv mc,,~;)ure-1 that 
has f'\,_r be(ln kno·,\n in tlii,-_, or eny other 
conn~.ry. This iM. Lr:l oxag.:;oratcrl a~.r ertion, 
a' ,d 1t can J:, venficd by rr ierence tn any of 
the~ Ar>t_ no1v in op2ration in the o~b~"'r St~'1tcs 
that h ",V,, be~n m,cntioned by the hon. membc r 
for Rockhamp<m1. ln \Ve1stern Aushalia, in 
Tar-mania, in N,.w t:'outh \Vales in South 
Auskalia, dcspi:,, the fact that' there are 
aLh-Lal-our Governments in pOwer, wP do. not 
find a me:bure comparable to this Bill. In 
\Ye~rPI'll \.us~Tali,t the c;u·tlification for enrol­
Ino~1t is ~1x n1onths' residencE', in Victoria 
six Inonth~. in South Australia six months 
and in N'"W South \ValE'S thrcA months' resi~ 
dPn<;' only_ is require~, provided the person 
h"s Dcen ''X months m tlw Commonwealth 
But _h,,,,e in Qu<."'nsland we are asked to pas~ 
a Brll COlll!Wllmg pcrcm;' t l residt in tho 
StatE' for twol;e months. :·nd to remain two 
months in an C'lectoratP, LeforP thev are 
qnaliii d for 'flnrolmcnt. Suppo,c, for in­
stance, 1 bat H pt·.:."son '~ ~'rr to f<)ffi · frl(nn 
so1ne other St-ttr> und :r_-,,ide in a pal·til-c!.hr 
el• do rate in (JUPC'nsland for eleven months 
that "Wou]! not qualify him to re <>nro!lrr1' 
and. if tll ;,t. •<nne pc;:·:;,yl had to rc-~lOv· ~ t~ 
another Plectora~- .. ~ ho would havP to renPin 
two months in tha_t <>k. t.Jrate before he Ccll!ld 
apply to hn, E>nmlled, and the actual C>nrol­
ment wo'lld not take place until after so'!le­
thing like bixt 'Dn mo.nths' rpsidonce. This 
provision is r-;oinr;; tAl di:;fr.anchift' thoupands 
and thom 'nds of electors in different parts 
of. Qu,,en;--:~,',nd.. f)hcnrflrs, for inQ,tanre, and 
IDlllt'l'R., a11d s1mdaY" classC's of ,~·orkers a.rp 
snbj0ct to the hxaticn of the country· thPy 
are sub jed tn the laws of the counti:,:; but 
becau"' they are compelled to trave!' about 
from pl.':ce to place' to earn their liY<>lihood 
it is rc~a' led as a crime. and they ar. t() b~ 
depriv0d of their political fren1om--cleprived 
of their political rights-which is a violat;on 

oJ the axiom that there shall l~e no t.ax:If,·Jn 
without representation; and I say unhesitat­
in;,:ly that the Uovc,·nment, in ILtroducmg 
th1·"} amPndin,~ Bill, aJ..') really irniEg a b:J\Il 

·Lt th"c prir..iple of adult sdfra;·e. It is a 
rubtlo and treachcroue blo'Y at the principle 
of ui:--1it suffra~;·c, an l an at-t,-·,npt to cunz.:en­
: cde <=~ :ain, in the L.1nds o£ a pri,-ilc,,~::ed 
f ,.,".,·, tho political power of thiC\ State. rrhe 
abolition of the a',cnt,e vote vill do aY"'Y 
Y,"it-\ v~ c- of tho y(~rv Lest •.r-Oyisions that the 
prt -.at ..::-'...ct coni .tinS, ·-;d ,_tho rci2_ t~ ,rlu.ction 
of thf' p(;..,tal vote ;,vill reint::_ cduc:J ~~ prin­
::ipL_ that has beu1 pre n.,nt v i·h rnalpr;:.>ct:~~e 
and corrup,icn. That wa) the expl'ritncc, 

only c' this State, but t~1 -~ exper~c:nce at 
l' Jmmom, ealth elections when tim poco tal vote 
w~~ in opPrat :on. \Vh",t ai"C the cbims for 
the r''introdu,Jtio_I of t!w posl"l vote in this 
:'"·~-ate 't The Goverrnnent c~a~':1, first oJ aU, 
tl,, ~ it n~ ~ n ~ tb:~ oh: 1.i.::1in~ of a full expres­
sio;::. ol oni11ion fro1n the ch'c!Jrs of Quee"_].._:­
land, :.·n(', Ec- ·'J dly, that. it is nc-"ess::Lry t0 

enaLlP th,-~ ',' on1c:u and thf' :-~:ck and infirm to 
record their vot ..;. Let u, tc .. ,t thcst~ ciain1s 
by the act~1al e'"'LpcrieLc·e in Quecnt- ~and, and 
alsa: l;y the !~xpe_L'ien .. D of the C-.1rnn1onv.Talth 
okd' Jlh But before doing :<J, let me ,c,ay that 
tl1e yery n..tture of the rnPaP~lre indi.-·-,tes Low 
<...bsurd thP rir· t claim of t~1e G,Jvcrnm:._~nt is 
~-f.:.lat th -y rc~-fuire a full expression of putlic 
opinion at the el,ctions. The full ~xpro"ion 
of th:• opi: ion of the el0ctors at the last 
Fe 1eral elections i>., DL e of tho bLrongest 
rr<tsons for t~-.... introd,~c~ion o: this measure, 
~~~1d i~ is r( .311.\ to pr vent tl ,,, full and free 
c xpr; ·c,sion o£ opinion thr: next State clcc­
Hons that i.hi,:; nl" nsuro ha-;; been introduced. 
The r,,'1~.on givt·_:_1 by thL" Gover:1ment for the 
rPintrc luction of the r.o,tal vote is not borne 
out by exp~'ricnce. It is a bso!utely disproved 
by experience, and that being so, why does the 
Hom• Secrebry ox any other member sitting 
on the other side of the Honse attempt to rein­
trnduce it 1.':.rithout giving· any .:,ound or logical 
are;ument for so doing? Let us apply the test 
of the Home Secretarv-that tho reintroduc­
tio.n of tho rostd vote will mum a full and 
frpp expre ,,ion of tho opinio;1 of the electors 
in this Sinh. We find that in 1907 the per­
centage vf vothJ at that c lcction was 71.6L 
In 1908 it wes 68.39 per c0nt. Those were 
b-. •; years in which the posi 11l vote w,ts exer­
c'<.otl. h 1SC'l, dter tlw po, i al vote had been 
aLolished, we fi",d that tho P<''Centage of 
elce·ors voting in QuPen land had gone up to 
72.30; :md in lc'12 it had actually gone up to 
75.52. Dces that square with the argument 
of ho 1. members opposite that the postal votec 
n1eanr, a high pf'rcentage vote? It provPt'\J 
ah ,u]utelv the roveree. When tho pc,,tal vote 
was us<·d in QnN'nsland the pU'ccntago of 
votlls '"""q much cmaller than when the .J?ORt!ll 
vote was abs~nt and the absentee vote \vas rn 
oppratinn. Now, \hat is an argument which 
certainlv fie·-' rv0s somA conside.r..ttion frorn 
hon. mcmLc,rs opposite. 1\vw, let us further 
makE' a '"'mparison hP7ween queensland under 
the, al "'en tee vote and without a postal vote 
and the oth•Jr States where th0y have a postal 
vote. ',V c find that in 1908, the vote in 
Victoria was 53.64 per cent. of the numoor 
of per,•,ns on the rolL in 1911 it \'/as 63,61 per 
CPnt., so that in neither "~',' ha.' the vote in 
Victoria, with a pn,tal vote, c~me u;n to that 
in QuePnsland, where there hae b•,<m no postal 
vote. In Scnth Austrnlia, during the last 
two election,, the oorresponding figures were 
as follow :--In 1910 the vote w<'' 64.03 per 
cpnt., in 1912 ('1.93 per cent. J'\ow ,,,e find 
that thel·e ggain, with the postal vote in 
"operatipn, the r>erccntago oJ votes was not 
U<'1rly as high as it was in Queensland when 

Mr. T,are:"m/Je .1 
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v.e had no pustal vote. Kow l0t us tak· Tas­
mania ~t the last b"e ek•ctions, and the same 
result IS stown. In 1909 we find that the 
p;:r .•.•nta<;e of voters was 43.67, in 1912 it was 
c·.73. 'l'herefore, we find that in neither Vic-· 
tona, Seuth Australia, nor Tasmania, where 
the po·tal '.·ote v. as in operation, did tlw per­
centa,_;e < C)me u:) to 70 per o.•nt., .!!:hough 
hPre i~1 (Jueensh.nd, ''Yithout any r ostal vote, 
but \~Ith .the absi·'nL~e vo1-c, during the last 
tw .. > elt•d.Ions our percentage of ,-otinc has 
b~,;~ i?luc:l over 70 p. r v_nt. I sa:'}: that 
fh::-~\11 -:tes the argu1nenL of ho,n. nH~n1be1 ,-; 
oppos1+e. 

'The 8-r::cT:ETAP von A_GIUCFL~ l~T~E: TL_! 
LalDur pnrt,\- is LcLer or~>· ;n],.ed lu--re. 

::.vir. LARCOMBE: The hon. gentleman 
says the. L1.Lour party is better org,,nise<.l 
hen•. _Why, the,Y havo a Letbour Go,ern­
mcnt m , \Vestern Australia; they have a 
Labo:rr Government m ::\'mv South \Yales · 
and what is ~he use of saying that th~ 
Labom P>:rty IS hct~er organi•ed here? I 
am not. l;fiVlll(;l' tho ngures for any party. 
I. am. g!vmg tl1e gJeneral figures; we cannot 
discnmmat<c from the"u figures as to how 
the votes were cast. Let us apply a similar 
test to the last few dections in Australia. 
Let us apply the test v. h,ore the postal vote 
has. been in operation, and sec what con: 
dus'on follows from the figurrq as shown in 
official documents. In 1910 the percentage 
of vo_ters to t_he persons on the roll was 62.80, 
~nd m 1913 1t was 73.42. ::'-Jow, we find that 
111 th_e Fodera! arena, when the postal vote 
was m operation, the pcrcentarre of voti·1 y 

was not nearly as high as it ha';, been wlw~ 
the postal vote has been ahwnt and the 
absentee votE' has been in fore<>. Thesa figun·s 
f_ur~her confirm my contention, and they prove 
It Irrefutably, and the eloquencD and oratorv 
of hon. nwmbcrs opposite cannot refutr> and 
controvert the argument that is contained in 
them. Th<>y provr> ovcrwhelmin~>:ly that the 
postal vote does not mean a high per­
centage_ of. votmg, hut that, on the contrarv, 
where 1t I> ab cnt th,c percentage of voting 
1s _much hi~lwr. It 1s alw argmd that tho 
remtroductwn of the postal vote is neces­
sary to !mabie th0 wives and families of the 
farme~s to rec:ord their vot<>s. }'hat argu­
ment IS alw d1spruved by <''<penencc. It ifl 
aho disproved by official figur". Vv'e find 
that the percentage of postal votrc recorded 
to elrECctor~ ei_Irolled ill 1910 was a,, follows:­
In \ I?tona 1t was 1.~9, in \Y c-.tern Australia 
1.46', m Queonsla~-1 1.44, in Tasmania 1.25, 
m. ::louth "~uo~ralra .84. and in Kew South 
Vi ales . 75. Hem we• find th~t the highPst 
percentage v~tc was r•·cDrd•xl m the smalle•.t 
States. Now, If the vote was nec·e;<•.arv in order 
to en.,~le tl,e wives of farmers and settlers 
gen :)rally to l'reco·1,·d their voh:-,, then '\Ve 

should have :ol1ncl that the p~ rcent'l.g<! in 
S?t~tla. A~straha, Que nslanrl, and o'h r hrg·" 
S~_a,' > _"Ou]d_ hc•.VG )wen much larger thnn in 
V 1c: Jl'la, wl!J0h 1, ·" ,-er:: small State, where 
the~ huvo ,_·ve,·y fa~ilit.y and everv con­
vcmenc(e fm· recording their votes. On the 
contrary find that in the lm'<re>' States 
the perc-.ntagc of )ll .tal votes to the number 
?f elect_ors enrolled was much smaller than 
1t y, as m Vi· fori~. And it is inter·- sting to 
note that m th .. Htle State of Ta,mania the 
percent:· <re >vas 1.25~a pbce "here vou would 
natur:dl.v think tho nercentagc of postal votd 
would be very 'mall. Now, if "'' take the 
numbe~ of nolling--phres in the various 
States, we find that where the great •. .,t 
number of pollmg-places existed the per­
C••ntage of postal . votes was larger. One 
\Hmld naturally thmk that where there was 
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the l!:ast number of polling-places~in the 
b1g States~the percentage would be largest, 
but we find that in Victoria, the 'econd 
smallest of the States, the postal vote ·was 
50 per ccut. of the total vot>s. In view of 
these statements, it cannot be fairly or 
logically contend<·d that the reintroduction 
of the postal v·utp is ncccssar.) in order ~o 
enable chc farmers and settlers to record the1r 
vote>. In tho .Federal ek ctions, it is inter­
esting to note, tf:e ,am> malpract~c.9 ar::d 
tho am•> corruptiOn th:tt took P"'L" m 
Queen-land under th.J operation oi the postal 
Yotc also too;;_ 1- ~--"'-,~, <.1t1·l it \Vas for that 
1 '~·'•,ou~it ,vas ber:n1se of thiP n1alpractice 
and thi. con •;ption~that a poe'al vote Y. as 
ex,mn •Tel frorl1 the Fedcrd ElntiviJS Act 
, . ..,{n ,, time ago. It Is also conton<.lccl that 
thi, yo f.> I· 1L C• "ar•. to en.·,b]o WOinen eJec­
t on to rt'cord tllei~ votes. Thic; nm·-·-born 
zr a] for the \hJmon vot.Jrs of Queensland is 
rather intrf•"sting, hecauRc hon. mcn1bers 
opposit0 are the traditional enc;nies of ::tdult 
suifrage. 

OPPOSITION ME:\!BERS : Hear, hear ! 

M1·. LAR('OMDE: TheY have at all times 
attempted to prc•vent the \>omen of Quec·ns­
land obtaining thP franchis<', and now that 
thev have ol tainrd it in spite of them, they 
comr· along and ; dl them how solicitous they 
an' of their welfare, and how much they 
rt qujn"' a big ote of WOlll('::..;. f'L·ctor~~, <-\nd 
tlvrcfon thev arc reintroducing the pc,tal 
YtJte. It is r'.;,~hcr significant that \VC ncYer 
had a L·~_bour Go' ''rnn1'-·.'1t i11 Australia, 
"·ith the 0xcepiion of tho '· •rt-Ji,od D''' >n 
Goven,ment., until the women obtainf'd the 
fram his<'. Immediately the womPn obhined 
it, Labour Go\~-0rnrrH~·nt<~. hPgan to Rpring 
into exisLme. TheY ha"c' had ono in South 
.t-\t1stralia, thcv have \.,nr in NPw South \YnL:o~. 
thev ha~ <' o,1,: in \Yos"ern Anc.tralia. al' l tla y 
ha,~c had ow in tbc Kation:...l Parl!arnt nt. 

Mr. THEODORE: And we will have one here 
before \'cry long. 

:V1r. LAHCOMBE: _\.nd mndouLtedly, as 
the deputy leader of the Opposition says, we 
shall have one her<' verv shortly, in spite 
of this attempt to depr1ve the women of 
Queensland of the protedion they are en­
titled to under any Electoral Act. .'l.nd I say 
advisedh· that the reintroduction of the 
postal vote would d<>pri\ tl them of the pro­
tection to whi- :1 they are entitled. The 
sccrecv of the ballot would be violated and 
v.·c , .. "ou]d have open voting a.gain in the 
State. Hon. n1e~nbc!'S opposih~ 1 .ave b;;en 
per.iste>ntl:· and con .istently opposed to adult 
sdfrage. In 19·'1·. when tho Eloc\ord He­
form Bill w:1· g.)i,;g through thi .. House, Lon. 
mcmb.'rs like the demo<Tatio Tr<>a;:urer~ 
(Opposition laughter}~the democratic Trea­
surer die! hi, be-t to prevent :hp ''omen of 
QucensLnd ohto.inin~ a vote. 

The TREASURER : Not correct. 

Mr. LARCOMBE: The hon. m< :nber for 
Toowong moved an amendment that the 
vote for >vomcn should not <'Orcw into opera­
tion until there was .a reduction of members 
in Queonc.]and, ".nd the Trc tsurer •Upported 
that amendment. The Tr-easurer laughs, 
The Secretary for Railway' supported it, 
and also other hon. member• on that side, 
who are not present, and whose names I will 
not mention. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Tl>ey have it. 

Mr. LARCOMBE: They have it, but no 
thanks to the Secretary for Railways, who 
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.1;upported the amendment of the hon. mflm­
ber for Toowong, and did his best to pre­
vent tho women of Queensland getting the 
franchi• e unc.il there v. as a reduction in the 
number of mom be rs. There has bPen no 
reduction in the number of members, and 
there is no probability of any reduction 
within the n<ext decade; and, that being so, 
tho women of Queensland would not have 
had the franchi:--- to-day, and would not have 
had it £01· the next de<'acle, had the Secre­
t.try for Rail" 11ys, the Treasurer, and the 
hon. lr!J.inber fo1· Toowong had their \Yay. 
But, thanks to lhe red democ1at·' of Qunns­
land, that amenJmenL wa, do[, .1te·d, and the 
women of QuP0nsland pmsess the franchise 
to day. I ·,, oulcl like tht· ,, omen of Qucnns­
lancl to 1r·ar that in mind when theY are 
reading the arcurnonts oi han. rnelnbr,rs 
Dllposite that the reintroductiDn of the postal 
vote is SJ1ocially in their interests. I say 
th e.t th .1!; alone shows the utter hollowness 
of th·• argument of hon. members opposite 
·1 hat thio •;oi.e is in the interests of the female 
Yoten of this St:Lte. Further, the official 
ligures prove that tho "omen of Queensland, 
or of any other State in Australia, do not 
require the posb.l vote in order to exercise 
the franchise. On the contrary, it is proved 
that the intimidation practi 'eel when th;, t 
V< ·'~" was in operation prevented thou,'-ands of 
wome11 from recording their vok. Let us 
take tlw official figures to see how the ,, omen 
voted after tho posh! vote was abolished, 
and also the figures as to he. 11 thE'y voted 
wh·n the postal Yote war· in operation. In 
1007, the P'~rn·nta;;e of f• 'lla!e 1otc'l' in 
Queensland was 68.64, and in 1908, 69.05-
that was for the two year,, that tho postal 
vote was in opn .1tion. In 1909, after it was 
abolished, the percentage of femalo voters 
went up to 69.36, nnd in 1912 it actualh­
went up to 75.02. Can hon. members oppo­
site contend in the lace .of th''"' figures 
that the poc·bl vote is rcrjuired hy th0 
women of Queensland to enable tlwm to 
<lxec<?ise tho franchise? Do not those figures 
provo that they wore intir·oidated in the use 
nf the po·bl voto? If thev required the 
post.d voto, tLen the pcrcen'tage of v0ting 
would he,vo been much greater when the 
postal vote \Ya.c in operation than when it 
wus a)•sont: but we find that it was much 
higher in the two years after the repeal of 
t'1e posh! vot<• than it was in the t>.vo years 
befor:.' it as "''pealed. It mav be ar:gued 
·that that is a n'"'row argument tn use, -and 
cne \Yhit:h utnnot be horne out in cort.~.parison 
-,vith ot!10r f-~L!f,a.'3. Let us compo,rf'l Quecn'""-
1tmd without th'. ndsL,] vote with the oth01· 
State, where thP pm-cal vote has been in 
opG"dtion. In 1909, th,, percentagG of fernak~ 
v~Jting in Tasmania was 43.67, and in 1912 it 
wus 69.73. '\Yc f·1d that at the last two 
,JPctlor, i·he percent.age of f_;malt' voting 
wa,, nJtiling near as great in T:,,.;mania 
pn]Eor the po:'a] vote as it hud hoen in 
Q :oen.<land where there was no postal vote 
i 'I oper.ation. 

Tho SF"RETAnY FOR PunLT:' LA::-IDS: There 
was a v. ry big improven1ent. 

:\Ir. L.H~C01~PE: In So•1eh Australia, 
tl,e sa1n r~ (_,ult is n. ..-1 h8 pc1 r1..:.1age 
<Jf fenla1P Yoting for last two QlcJtions 
ther2 is 51.03 per cent. ~,; d 6';.93 rc'r c ni 

The SECRETARY FOR PtilLIC L\~Db: An im­
proveinent. 

Mr. LARCOMBE: It i nothing to be 
·cOm)ared wit-h 1912 in Que·ensland, where 
t'rc·re was no postal vote, and where the per­
-cenvage w:1s 75.2 per cent. In the face of 

those official statistics, I contend that the 
women of Queensland do not rcq~ire t,he 
reintroductio,, of the postal vote m oruer 
that they may exercip,, t)le franchise. Th~y 
do not vote in many mstances under 1t, 
b-•c<tuse of irtimidation; and when the 
postal vote is in operation and the absentee 
vote repealed, their husbands, m thousands 
of instanc< ,, , will bo prm·ented from e:x;erCls· 
ing their political rights. I was saymg a 
lev, momrmts ag·o that ~on. me.mbers oppo· 
site are not the tru~ fnends u: the women 
of the Stctc, and that they arE depriv!ng 
them of the secrecy of tho ballot-depnvmg 
thr,n of :he protection they require. vVe 
knov, rhcro are 1nany ''~orkers' '"'iVt> \Yho ~o 
no~ care to let th'' employers of then· 
huc,bands know how they vote-, ·.tnd there is 
no rc·a·•on whc· they ohould. There .are 
plenty, I will admit, who do not care two 
stra>\o. but there are many who reqmre the 
secret ·baliot, and we know they will no~ get 
it under the postal vote system. That lS no 
iclie statement and it has been testified to 
bv many hon. 'members in this Chamber in 
1B07 and 1908. It is inter• sting to note that 
the then Premier of the State, Dr. KidstDn, 
when supporting the rcp<·al oi the postal 
vote sec+iom of the Act, sald-

,, To all intents and purpose>, if we 
continue our Elections Ad with this 
blomi>h in it, we abolish the protection 
ui the ballot so far as women e<re con­
cerned." 

There '" e havA it on the te·.•imon, of the 
ex-leader of tlco party opposite that the 
postal vote ''trips the wo.mc .l of Queensbnd 
of the political protechon that thPY are 
Pntitlecl to at the hcllot-box, and yet, m tlw 
fah' of thi~' <'xtwriencc, y, e fin,J hon. mem­
bers opposite unblushin~.)y gt,tbng up and 
... ·etincr that it is in the intere,ts of women 
that the po& a! vote is being ,reintr.oclu~ed. 
I contend that the Governments pohcy 1s a 
n1i:)tak:,n one. Tho:''' either do not l'Lalis(~ 
"hat h'ls takt ·; place at the elections when 
the postal wa" in opPration in Qucen:;;-
L--..nd, a1Jcl in t 1 Federal an<1a. or, ?n 
the otho;· hand their action is one of duphc­
ity and thcv' fully rt<tlice what is taking 
p]~, o, and, ln'lowing that the ~-s bour Govern­
f"f'll; haYC COlTIC' Into pU\YPr Sl!lCO the 1,\"0ll18ll 

of QrL t ,,,;, nd have obtained th'J votP, th-ey 
·1re a"i J.:-•nl' ·i i.1.:o· in a cnl}Jtle and treacherous 
~va,.. to~ dP'nriv~ them of political protection, 
and, thArcforc, of the right to cXP''' is'• the 
franchi~C'. HDn l£1einhn·"J no 1nattE'P on \vhat 
,,icl:J th0,~ ,ic, -·lrould rPfwe to ac-quiesc'l in a 
mea,m·e' of :hi, de·n-;ption: they s}roulcl 
insict thac thi · iniquitrus pos•al-voting clause 
should uc "<ci .,~ d he fore the Bill passe.;. 
Another pi :ce of infonnation that 1na.y be 
inter 'Fti:u!Y in Yii IV of the a: :.,:u:n"'nts urged 
bv h~n. 1;;ernL~rs onro· itc, is that iH 1910. 
Y.h n ,,~., f:ro l that the pe cent age of !'<'~•tal 
votes was big·hcst, the birth. rat' 1: 'lowest. 
It has heen arg_;ecl tbat 1t was wce:!•ary 
that this :•o.~':rrl-votinc; svst"m should be m· 
traduced 'to e'.1~\ hie worn" n in a C':>.rtain 
condition to exercisl' tl.e franrhi:.c·. I would 
like to .tl·ive the Lirth rJ.~ ~ ior the different 
Shth of \usualia in 1910, a•1d tlw pN< nt­
a.g·e of pc' ,_al yctcs rcL·orded that ; enr at tho 
Fe" raJ C'lrcti,ms, h sho •' ho 1 'aLwl the 
anrumt'!·t is. In Xe~.v t.! .· tth 'YnL·:··. iL 1:-:10, 
+h~ birth rai•' was 27.83 p ·r "Cnt.: in Queens­
l'l"n·L 27.33 per C'0nt.; in VYe~·tern Aust_r_·alia. 
27.99 p ,. OPnt.: in South An: tralia, 26.38 
per cent.; in Tasmania, 29.25 per cent_. : a;rd 
in Victoria, 24.51 per cent. In V tctona, 
where the hirtb ratr· was lowe,t. the per· 
centagc of postal voting wa·• highe>t. vYe 

Mr. Larcombe.] 
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find th:tt in Ta.omania, where thil birth rate 
was higheot, the p;ercpnta~e of postal voting 
\V> .·.rL,,' tL·• lo\.C.,<-. ..Ko~, if there wa~ 
anytrung· in the argun1ent of han. rnembers 
oppo,ite that this po,tal vote is required, then 
th' po~~al vo·~" ,., c •.tid bo high< 1t where the 
birth r-ite was highr"lt, and lo\vei-~- sYhere the 
bir~ h rate: ··,\·~-" lo\vest, whE:rPJj, as a rnatter 

of fad, the postal vote \cas 
[5.Z) p.m.] higLcsc whore the hirth rah was 
. . lo ,). c-t.. rr~:at i_s :an in·~ ~re~ ting 

p:tece of Infon~t&"lon 1n VW\V of the arc.·u­
nwn·~~ used by the h•-n. rnen1'~ers oppos~te. 
I coL,.end at the outset tb:tt the reintroduc­
tion o£ the post:ll vote vvili 'lf·ad to the mal­
pro..,;._J.::ice and <.orrnption th;)t took p1af "~ in 
the past. It is inter~eting to note wL:1t t< ·Jk 
plac•' at the 190 7 ':eciion. There were 21.904 
postal-ballot certifirates issued in connection 
with that election, and of that number onlv 
20,6~4 were return< d, so that 1,280 were not 
retuJ·ed at all. I•:ow, whore did those 1,200 
)l 'tal-ballot certificates go to? g_hrJ answers 
vYher;e? Hon. memb-rs on this side of th; 
Hou~u have f::, JWn that in n1un" in·~L.ln{;es it 
was proved that there missing' ballot-papers 
Y\,·ere U)rn up hy the justict s of thq petco 
'vho re(>'iYed them frt'\tl the persons record­
ing th;eir vows. Thev atto >ted the votee and 
when tlH- found tli;,t rh·> voi• r·-. \\ er~ not 
support.ing tl; c,1,ndidate that theY \vore 
suppor>:lnE tlLeinselve~. and who1n th8y were 
canY<- ·inc; for, th<·y destroyed them. I ·-cty 
that c1n~- pa·eon desiring political purity in 
the faee of th,:3o fh;urfl''i cunnot consistontlv 
support th ' reintrod-um ion of tho post~ .. I vot~ 
for fear of a ,-ointrodu..:tion of iheo-e lnal­
practicro. The' history of the Federal dL'> 
tions for 1'110 .-1to\VS that si·,niiar rrL,lpra<..:tiG~--s 
took :>le.t ··'· 'I' "ere were ~6,820 pos:al-ballot 
C%'rtific;.ttts iE:-y:-d for that election, and there 
were onl." 29.2:'J-9 rt"tnrned, coming fro1n Nc\v 
Sout~1 \Vale:. 6,219; Vi('toria, 14,0~9; 
QuHce1Fland, 4,020: Soc>th Austr<tlia, 1,751· 
W<· tern Australia, 1,977: and 'I' a.< mania' 
1.233. ThJre were 2,166 thot were returned 
too !:..to, !raving a balance of 5,4+5 that were 
not returned at all. Now. a S• ·.,te,m that 
permits of this scandalom doing "away wit11 
ballot-papers, or of keeping thmn until such 
tiwc as it is too lat.:> for them to be cvunted, 
and rendering them informal in different 
v, ays~ ~·hJu:J not r.•.:ceivc r:ny encourage men! 
fro<J hon. membDrs of this Chamber. It has 
bt ,,_J ]'roven by figures officially 00mpiled 
that at the 1907 Queensland gen;eral elections 
in Townsvilll, Drayton and Toowoomba, 
Ipswtc:h, and Charters Towers, there were 
5,552 poctal votes cast, which e.mounted to 
five-thirteenth:> of the whole of the postal 
votes of t.{.e State. The~e figures cortainlv 
rather sc!g!Sf''' that nostal votino- was no't 
thc .. votin:; of tho sick person or"the necr9-
c-:tr!ly c-hent p:•rson. If the -settlers of 
Quc0n-land require tho postal vote for the 
purpu.c,o of exDrcisinp: the-ir fra.nc~is~, how is 
it that fivP-thirt<?~nths of tho whole postal 
vc:r" of the State as ust in tho big cities in 
and around Brisbam, and North Q,;eensland? 
That is conclusove proof tk-t ibe argclments 
of hon. n,cmbers opposit,• will nPt c:' and tho 
searchli«ht of inveetigation. The abolition 
?f thP rL<::entC'~: vote, as I said at the outset, 
IS a sn htlo attemnt to undermine the prin­
ciple of adult suffrage. It is a mockerv to 
t0ll a man wh"n h<> applies for the {ran­
chis;· that he may o'btain it on certain condi­
tions. eond thrn, when he obtains it, to lav 
down conditions that will prevent him from 
exercising his vote. I know !?xactly what 
the abolition of tho absent0e voLe will me:m 
in Central Q-,ccnsland, or in anv mining 
district. In the mining industry there an> riif r. LnfTcombe. 

thousands of men who have to travel from 
one electorate to another within very short 
periods, through no fault of their own. A 
fall in the price of copper affects a pl!'co 
like Mount Chalmers and oth"r mmmg 
centrr; in the Central district. Some time 
ago the price of copper went down, and some 
,: JO or 500 men were suddenly compelled to 
cLang·o their r.osidonce and move to some 
other part of the Shte, in order to obtain 
a livelihooJ. In addition to the price of 
lJ 1jper fa1Fn?', ·:be shorf·a,gc :Jf '>' ~ coi}lpels 
i ~1C' o w"r.! to t>- · it do·--n and t nL .:tns 
th.;t t.L1-- n.:.('l1 hu are ('JJ_"J.L't lat that mine l...a.ve 
t8 .~tift .o L~~-~~"l:ter pl <.c . _,T~ ,' m~n c.•nr.rrvged ia 
the illLlt indn"'tr-~ h~:tVP ,,1,;;_o to f"'lbn:it t'~ :.:;rt~at 
ch huge;;_ p-is a1};~<Jlutely ne: ... - '-! 1ry :;_._ tne 1no:;,l 
Pr:g::_su1 in !ht.t inclw3J·1y L, ;- .tYc·L '11 1, i.~. 
pa;.< this Bill as framed by tlP Government, 
then I say we will be depriving those. men 
of their volitical rights, fJccause they have 
to reside two months in .an electorate lcefore 
they can qualify for a vot··, and it may b" 
too late for the-m to get a vote for an elo '­
tion. We know VBry we11 that the men 
engaged in Mount Chalmers or any other 
mine, or in a sugar centre, are often com­
pelled to leave an electorate just before the 
issu,; of a writ, and they ar·: pr'lnnted from 
,,' taining a postal-Lal!ot certific:d-' for that 
very r-e::a.,~on. \V c may assume that an "Llec­
tion ,,.iJl t.:JJw plac8 within two months after 
th,~ issue of the writs, and that will mean 
that thousands of men w1ll be absolutely 
deprived of their political righto, and pre­
vented from exercising the franchise. They 
c.mno~ c.btain pocta!-ballot certificrttes, be­
cau<·e theY arc r:"t in the electorate when 
t h:' writ is issu• d, and they are n'?t in the 
HP\V electorate in ti':-!. ... ' to g-ci then~ namP3 

c;"·olleJ for that electorate. They may be 
scLttercd throughout Brisbar;'.l, Buranda, 
s( lih Brisbane, Mur:eumba, Charters To\YDrS, 
and ot!wr electorates, and although they are 
- .lhject to the law: of the country, they are 
drprivtd of their political rights a~1d pre­
vented from ex-·rcising tho franchise. Is 
that a condition of affairs that any fair or 
reasonably mint10d person should permit to 
pa·,. this House without a protest 1 In many 
c,-,es, even if the elections wore thr:ce months 
off, tlv" l'·orkers would not. be enaJ.,led to 
exercise iLe fran,2his0, boc~u,.,:, althoug-h it 
on!v "tL•s two months to qualify, it takes 
foui· or f"h-o month, to pabs the bi-monthly 
court and haYe th~ names placed finally on 
the Plcctoral r<,~l. vVithout going into lmcch 
dPhil--

The SPRAKER : Order ! The han. mem­
her has "'weeded the tine allowed him b,­
the Standing 01 ders. 

Mr. LARCOMBE: I am very sorry, Mr. 
S;_Jeaker. 

J\h. GILLIES (."-'ruham): I think that the 
previous speaker has made it very clear that 
Qurenslnnd possesses the most und•mooratic 
el<:'ctoral law of anv State in the union. ~tnd 
this Bi!l seeks to 'make it m'JCh more so. 
vVhen we consid;er that this Government ars 
making frantic ;efforts-mor·e so than any 
other State in the Commonwealth-to induce 
hntnigrants to come here from over the 
border and from overse:1. to become citizens 
of this State, it is almost unthink<tble that 
they should se;ek to perpetuate such an 
unt~·'mocratio measure as this. The previous 
speaker noinbd out that in the Common­
wealth, so far as personal residenc·• is con­
cernPd, six months is all that is required 
for immigrants coming from overs;ea tcr 
qu<t!ify to get on the roll. In New South 
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Wa:es they require residence for six months 
in the Commonwealth, three months in the 
State, and one m-lnth in the electorate, to 
enable a man to get on the electoral roll. 
In . .:dl the other State,, except Queensland, 
six rnonths' re,-idene::J is sufficient to enable 
a citizen to qualify to get on the electoral 
roll. Queenshwd has been spending thou­
san<h of pounds in advertising the State, 
and bringing immigrants here, yet it com­
pels tlK" men to remain practically as 
foreigners for a year, and places them on 
the same footing as criminals and lunatic~ 
for pr;;·,ti,ully sixtf'en m<.,nthc. This is the 
only Statc, of the Common~ ealth that 
requires t ,. elvP n1onths' r._~sidenc,-~ before a 
rrtan vr y·o_rJa~l is ullo>rc J L.~ L-, vc a sav ir_ 
makiw; Lc J; v s wh' ·h thuv are a.J,, J to obcv. 
Uwler -th: Bill Lich iF. no·,. l:eforr us the ter':rn 
o.t n T....tl~~l!Y' i~; ,-.\t.•t~-!cJ.. lf t~L:-, ;-le~o"l1J 
pas8c:;; in'i·J Ll\V. jt .,,ill LE· L:~-,·-.dv~, Eot 
only to rc'"idt-; t.. elvf 111onths in th< E::.i:ate, 
but al,o to r<o"'jd, two m<·nth.; ,,nd two 
da.c·; in a parcicular c>lectorate bAorc a 
person can have his name registered bv a 
Registra:.ion Court. Then another two months 
n1ut.4; el .. tpsP before the revi."-ion takes pla.ce 
and tlk unfortunate applicant is allowed t'> 
record his vote. \Ve hear a good deal of 
t:tlk about law and orcler and democracy. 
vVhc n neople '7,'0 on strike or break the !a w 
in any way, they are asked why they do not 
e:Ideayour to bring about reforms by con­
stitutio;,a] means-wh:1 they do not. return 
to Parliament members who will gi·,, them 
the reforms they rquir . The people who 
talk in that way about law and order point 
to the se<crot ballot as the remedy for all 
e 1 ils, and yet they place obctocles in the '' ay 
of citizens exercisinp: the franehisF. A f,_·w 
days ago I took the trouble to write to New 
South Wales for a copy of the claim for 
enrolment which is used in that State. 
Under this Bill an applicant for t•nrolment 
will be asked t•' answer no less than sixteen 
questions before he can get his name on tho 
roll. In New South \Vale• the number of 
quf'stions the claimant has to ,answer is 
eight-just half the number prescTibe~cf by 
this Riil. The information which an appli­
cant for enrolment ho.'l to give in New South 
Wales is as follows:-

" Surname, christian name at full 
lergtl,, sex, place of residence, oc'"'Pa­
tion.'' 

The applicant then goes on to say-
" 1. I ~,nl ~ (natural-: Jrn o: nL~ural­

is,od) subj<>ct of 'the King. 
"2. I an1 not undt:r tho age of twenty­

one years. 
"3. I have resided, or had my princi­

pal place of nbode immediately prior to 
the d<tte of this claim-

For six months in the Commonwealth 
of Au·.;tralia; and 

For three months in New South 
Wales; and 

For one month in the electoral dis­
trict nbovenamed. 

" 4. My name is not, to the best of my 
knowledge, on the electoral roll for an~­
district." ' 

The inquisitorial que.•tions which are to be 
asked under this measure are enough tD 
scare the average immigrant away from the 
Registration Court, and I can quite believe 
that that is the object in framing these 
questions, and that the object of certain 
persecutions or prosecutions in the past was 

to scare people from applying to have their 
names put on the electoral roll. The <:lis­
abilities placed in the wav of the average 
Dlector g<etting on the roll· are increa~c? by 
this Bill, which provides that five add1t10nal 
quebtions shall be put to aptllicants fo.· .enrol­
ment.. Some of those questwns are Insult­
ing, and apply to rnatters of private con­
ern. ,,,nd no individual ,eeking to become 
a qualified voter should ):'" required to 
;.,ur \Ver th,~ru bofore he j,, alloy\,·3d a voice in 
1·1e n1aking of th~· la\Y of the '-·Ylntt·y, \vhich 

he has to o Joy. 'The position of a Que< ns­
bnd, r under this r;ill-whether he is a 
naLvt; of Quecnslar.J c:' o~ any other pt~rt 
OJ. Australia-is that he n1ust ansv. er all the 
qu< ·· h1ns prcJcrihed in the Bill before he 
is allowed t., g ,t his n ~me on the electo1.1l 
roll. \Vhat is the nccec ... ity for a. cumber­
cc:nc elc c,ornl court? The other Stc.tes 
have n sr -·.h for~n and no su,~:h proc.:-ci~tlre 
:_ j-.: r :uir,,cl b"· the t l(·:::tc~ J la ·- o: tL 1s 
State tJ be followed in connection with 
the nutter oZ pm ting a na,,v on the roll. 
In dh .. r Shies the .application i received 
by the registrnr, and he place.s th~ appli­
cant's name on the roll. Rut m th1s State 
an appliration mu-t be lodged with the. 
,!ector il regisLrar fort;. -eight hours before 
the -ittin"' of the court. Under the old .'wt 
it wa' only necc.·.sary for the claim to be i_n 
prior to the ri,ing of the court. Under thrs 
Bill ·'1. person may havr r,,,ided two months 
in tlw et ctorate on the very day tha:t the· 
cvurt sits, anJ. he vvill h1.ve to rernain there 
:; rco''r'.'r two mnhths before hA can give the 
required forty-eight hours' notice of his 
desire to ]:, ' placvcl on the roll. Then hG 
will hove to w."it another two months for 
the t -y:_..,-' o: f ;Jl 'L t-H' ' , .. , 

:,t' ('· ;-1-r\- _1 to '\ ( , , ') t~.at il:e t'.YC LU: -· 

Aus!ralian, on attaining his majority, who 
•m f_ ·1 {_ ,~C'r tlv... l c-:..-tlc~'. vvill haYe t) 

''"~it at the verv lcar:i, sixteen 1nontf ,, be·f(;r0 
he· em get his 'n~nw on thP roll and have a 
YOiCe Cll t!,r making of the laWS which he ]laq 
to obrv. 

An HoNOuRABLE :YlEMBER: What rot! 
Mr. GILLIES: It may be dulness on my 

J!.ut, but I am not able to s· e the sencc of 
th2 interj• __ ,tion. I think I have made it 
qui' e cle.;r that it is possible kr a man to 
come direct from another Stat-e and remain 
here 'cur vears before he hfis a say in the 
making of 'the law' of the country, because, 
owing to the provisions of this Bill requir­
in"' an applicant t-> lodge his application for 
on7-olment fo~h·-eight hours bdore the sitting 
of the court, a man who has completed his 
two months' rf'sidencD on the day the court 
sits will have to wait until the ne"t oourt 
before lu· ean .•end in an application, and if 
an r ~(· tiorr takes place in the 1neantime he­
will not be ,,.lJ]c b vote until the next 
g·-·vra! e>ction takes place, which will be 
three, ;.·ears later, ,an<:! that, added to the 
term of residence required, makes four y>'ars. 

The Ho:lf~ SECRETARY: And if he happened 
at tho time of that particular election to 
b'· making a trip to the old country, it 
might be eight y<"ars beforD he would have 
a vo\0. 

Mr. GILLIE:': That is quito possih~t>, and 
the pc,s,ibility appear., to plt>aso th" HoJ,,e 
SGcrriary. It is raf:sing- strange that in this 
du11ocrntic age aH tl1t'3e obstacles are going 
t 1 be placed in the wa} of citizens getting 
their name~-; on the roll. The property 
yolo is not :wing to be wiped out, and no 
obstacl<> is pl~.cod in the way of the property 
voter transf··ning his vote from one erecto-

Jfr. Gillies.] 
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rate to another. As the hon. member for 
K< rmel said, he can record his vote in 
another 0l~c·:n·ato within twenty-four hours 
if h-l: so cho0··· .. s. 'fhe tenn ·' hon:J'-" '' a,'-' 
d<'fincd in this measure is one which I 
b0Iievo \vi] di::qualif:v a gr._·at rrH~ny 1,.1on 

'' ho ha vo no hom" at all. If a man or 
'vo1nan is staying at an hotel, or living in a 
hoar:ding-house. or a tont, having no per­
manent home. he or ,he will be disqu,olified 
,,nder this Bill. _\ccording to m ·,· rcadin::c of 
tho 1neasure, it is neceua.tv for~ u ve:cson to 
have a permanent home 'in tho elc'Ctorate 
before hr· will be allowed to go·! enrolled. If 
notv.-ith:;Lnndin,?' :.,11 ) ho obf-lacl€s pb.cec1 ir; 
~!w \'. D, pf ~--uol ~1: Ht, a 1 1ru1 -:ccc::.···d,) in 
gettin;' hi· name on the roll, he wili lose 
his vc;tP if he h'1ppcns to be ont of !he 
f'kctorate at th~ tiLle of an election. The 
difficulti•·' in th ·, way of rc<'ording votes are 
much 1!1 ,,a tor under this Bill than th"·- aro 
under -lhe C•msolidated Act. Tho fie d1G 

Secretary attempted to give rca ·.om wh• 
the postal \"Oto should b•, reintroduced and 
the ahsonteo vote provision repealed, but I 
think ho miserably failed in the attempt. 
No speaker on that side of the Hou'e ha~ 
$0 far off0rrd any rcaron 'vhy tho pn ,~~nt 
syste'n of a b•cnt voting should be repeal< d. 
In my o'vn {']ectoratc onr, in six"Lt!en of the 
:lectors will be di·,franchisPd by the repcctl­
mg of tho .b·.entcc vote, and I think that 
will r,robably be the ayf'rago for tho hole 
of t_he State. I want to say that, personally. 
I d1d not be:.cfit much by the absentee vote, 
as the absente~ votes r<'duced my majorih· at 
the last el-ectiOn. There wr re 154 persons 
allo\" 2d to record & 'J.centee Yote .· in nr<.· f'le"­
tonde, and under the s;:stem propo,cd bv 
thie, Bill thoee pcopk v:ill be clicfranchi,ed. 
So far, no speaker has offered an;· sub­
stantial reD'Oll why the present ·'stem of 
"b •"Etc;• YotiJ,~ should bn rencaled. Thero 
i<;j no ponibilit:·· of corrupt l_,ractices under 
the !Jr-e~t~-r:~ ~:,·Ff Jln of a b. ~ntr.~ Yotin,~:, and 
1 hu·n who haYc b('211 rP,....ordir;r ab _en tee 
'otc; will hnyc no pc ,,jbi!ity of exerci•ing 
thL) frauchi ~~ n Hler l~li-· Bi~J. 'ro ;,::i,T '-'OH 
sontr. iclPa of the y;:rion3' PPODlP vi-·ho c:xer­
cito~ the ah~f'ntPn votP, I ,rill~ i,-e ",Ou thr~ 
rF ·nl~ of iht~ fif'rn1·in:v of thoh ~ Yote,.' in lilV 
O'Yn1 ek\·torc.t<~ ihat I 111 ,dn on thP oc ;~sion 
of t!F" h. t <• 1-'dion. I found tli.1t eh·( tnL":l-
Ol:J the E.1 C1 l.~~ 1·o1I ru'Jrd<·d th0ir YOtf'S 

fol' F:ac:u · a 11 c :cr Que·?!> •land. Th.ov 
J'"cord~d t' "m at K;ll.n·n•· ·, Hor'dc::t. East 
Too\\OOtnlF, 'Yoo1o·J·.,~jn, 'th:~ T, nlp.0rnnco 
I!n.ll i1: I~r~~~~'.~tne, \\'oo,ll~)?~;; t.b~, }'. Hr:1:-J 
Y{'ppoon, C .. ~ rn_1 n1~, Da~J;, ~ ~'l1l'lrr;:~snre, 
Sandp·-d'', G. !nPH'. Buranda, Boonah, Bf:\::, 
H,o;·:·,~·ord, \\',Ynnu:r., P, .Jcr:l,··toH, T'\.:,Jvin 
Gro\'', O.t'-<~·;, \';~l"lOra. c."in.•' Chill, 0'('{> 

Bi•bc')~lr F~,, -jlbruok, G~o,·:· ... ~ ... ~wn, ~\l~na~ 
<1-. '· ( • ;.1 ··, D~·nl r 1

: h, Incl · n, \Y on· 
\;HP. '~1;1 trt f"<J To"'. ·:---r-., _:TrHll.Y 1lill .,, 
L?."('n, Cwnnnr:_\~, To\V!Vt~-ilJf', R.t · :__·n-n. ood, 
\\'lnt)~>. a1::. c~hf'r pi,,~..;. Practi.1lh-
all OT~t_!' '·'·.L::··l [' 1y.,c>If;' YOtt ,~ :---rC 
J'PtOI (L-.. J fOr thp Ea, ha:m ·P1C'ctor( t· Plo-
1-· ·,"!:liT- •)(-1, ~r mmnb ·rs c_lulcl hav.---, O'in~ll a 
ri:mihr ·~pl'riP:~< -~ if t:,py had tak, ~1 the 
t-:·~·v:Je fJ ,<in y·h, rL\ th:- aL::.;•nt-- e 
Y t:· f0, eL-,...:·:.1rat·, Y.?-re 1crord0(L 
The ab· on!0e ~.-ot;-s rec·Jrdncl all over Queens­
] and repr-Aqe-ntb 1 one in {: ~-~ry sixteen, and 
they will be disfrahchisod under the 
P''' ·~,nt Bill. The tot·] on the roll at th0 
last election for Queensland was 309,590. 
Of th<'so, 218,633 vot,cd, or 75.52 per cent. 
"The number of 'tbsentee votes was 8,929 
maL's and 4, 0 00 female•, or, approximately, 

[ 1lf r. Gillies. 

onn in every sixtc0n. .\s I haYc juet seated, I 
b<ehcve that one in ·ixteen will be clis­
franchi,,ed under the present Bill, and the 
Home Secretary has giYen no reason why 
the pre•ent ':tom should be repealed. He 
has offered no· reason why those 13,00~ ele?­
tors should bo disfranchised, and I thmk 1t 
i' a scandalous thing that those men who 
1nay 1b\· co1npellcd to bo at\ aJ fron1 their 
< :,,ctorat· s on polling-day shonld not have 
tho opportuni{y of recording their vot~s. 
'l'h 'rc is no ;>rovi"ion m the pre'ent B1ll 
for a }<:'. .. on to o~erci"-n the post.a.I vote 
nnb"'~ hr 11as a. rather r- l· .-.tor to w~itrress his 
ballot-lJ,-,pcr. Tho Bill nu~kc-; it v~·ry clear 
that it is nc '.crY rw' onl'" h apply for 
H"' al- ,•nh.P 'otin:r-pal-"-;t ,~-ithin the elec~ 
toratc•, but al'o that the vote it-oclf shall be 
recorded inside the Pl"ctor,:te. It cays the 
Yater shall vatu \vithin th., Lounclaries ,,f the 
el<•ctoral distric+ for which 1w is qualified, 
anc! not el•e,· !wre. That means that the 
applio •tion mnst bo made dt,cr the issue of 
th(~ \Yrit) nnd to 1nako tho applicai1_on it is 
necc·,sarv for tho elector to have his .appli­
f'J.tion for an absentee voting-paper \vit­
YH Heel bv another elcdor or the returning 
offir,"r. ·Thnt mean' that thf' applic<ttion 
n1u·{- be rnad0 ·within the elertoratP, and 
that ihc Yotc· mu•, t be re< ,1rded in the elec­
torat<'. It , avs '10 ner"on shall han• a postal 
vot<' cxccr,t , withi1~ th<.' bourcl n·ieo of the 
{·leetoral o'tistrict in wLich the vot0r is vot­
ing. 'l:he penalty for a brce1ch of t'he Ad 
is £1~0. I thc1' fore nuintain tho,t practJ­
ca!h· all t;,ose who record their votes under 
the v absPnt0c voting ·,r~ten1 ·will be dis­
hanchi, ,d, ard thcro has been no nason 
oriorpd \vhv tLe• should be di frannhi,ed. 
There is ,niothor. thing I would like to have 
somf' '.c'ar Jn offered for. and tlmt is in 
< .•cmertion with tho cancellation of polling­
p];<pes after they haYe h•·<>n adycl'tised. It 
should ~>e a nason<>blo thing- for th" Home 
s~ crPta rv' s Drn:1 rtrn.nn t to find ant before 
an dcction is advertised what polling-places 
ar(~ r0quirPd, .and, if polling-plac(''~ are 
advertised, I sec no n:u-on why _th y sho~ld 
be can en Pled. It should be a mnplu ! hmg 
for the rcsvonc iblc offic"rs of the Home 
Departmm.t to furnish a 1eturn bcfon•. an 
f'lection takes place spccif:·in,e the poll:ng· 
plar.,;; l'i--hich arf' nf'cC'~~ar;, and '' h_ic h rn1~ht 
b.• cancPlled. There is another tlung whiCh 
is of i"tnortance in connection ,,·ith this Bill. 
I noti,·e the initialling- of t h• bal!ot .. papc<rs 
is to h,. donP fP\ TV with. That Il1'1Y not be 
::tn unn1ixcd bk ·.in'{. In t11o P\ cnt of the 
r-0tnrninr.; officer, or t:H' nrcsidinr:; oflicnr, 
failing to initinl a ballo1 -p~ p>r it will r.ot 
b , informal. The nu·-Jb. r of inhrmal ', oks 
in unnection iih one of the r<efrrrnda pro­
posal at ~he rece-nt FPdf~ral 0lrcdon for t11e 
'vhoJ.• of _._\w-of-ralia v aR 17L65J. Tl' ~ in-)truc­
tion'• to the presiding officer• and to the 
electors should be so clear that the numb3r 
of inforLal Yates •,hould be redurnd to a 
lninin1um. 1and, if rnistakPCJ arc ma.dP by 
thP prHiding of!ic.cr, the penalt· Jwuld be 
disqualiiicaiion from ag:·in acting. There 
are ·,,eyore penalties for the returTling officer 
m.1cl prr>~ldin~· \_/11.cf-rs \.l:o o1n~·: to do 
C{'r1-.'t:n thin{r.:-, :tnd probably ~->n~ll"' of ~hosP 
JWlr•Jtin are too drastic. c, rtainly, how­
m-er. the precicling oflic, r who fails to earry 
out hi, clut;· shculd be disqualified from 
again actiLv jn that c,:<na~ itv. I("norance or 
c~rd< 5o1H',,,.o ,!tould carry w'ith it disqualifi­
r,tion. The jWnalty laid clown in clause 29 
is rather a drastic one to be imnosed on a 
returnin<; of!icer for making a ~istake. 
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CRE~1ATION BILL. 

FITIST READING. 

On the moti· n of 1\Ir. J\IACARTNEY 
(Toob"ong), this Bill, received by mec.eage 
from the Counril, ''as rhtd a tirbc time, and 
the second reading \\as made an Order of the 
Day for Thursday, 21st August. 

COMPANIES ACTS A:}rE~Dl\1ENT BILL. 

FIRST READING. 

On the motion of the PHE::\IIER (.Hon. D. 
F. Denham, O£r J), this Bill, reooived by 
meS$16'J fro..::1.o. the Council, "\V:ls rca·] a first 
tim,, and th·· secmd reading m.,de an Order 
of the D::.y fur Tu• •dr. ," next. 

FRIENDLY SOCIETI:&.S BILL. 
RECEIVED FROM Cm.NCIL. 

The SPEAKER c.nnounc."J the receipt of a. 
message from the Legislative Council, for­
warding this Bill for the consideration of the 
Assembly. 

On the motion of the PREMIER, tho con­
sideratio(ll of the message vas made a.n 
Order of the Day for the next sitti"g of the 
Houoe. 

ELECTIOKS .~CTS AMENDMENT BILL. 

SECOND READING-REb:i~1PTION 0~ DEBATE. 

:\lr. GILLIE;·) (c')ntinning) •aid: I notice 
ther•• is a provision in the Bill under v: hich 
persons may bG fine·] for disturbing politiral 
m-eetings. l supr (' it is a natural coroL.try 

to di•rr •nch:.· •.:ent that ;here 
[7 p.m.] should l ,, 1 " ·,.,. in this Bill to 

db:l '."i+h citizcJ's when they in­
terrupt public n,c,tings, and thio, Bill give· 1 

powe:: to H.~~ r>hairman, aci.ing under in"L lC­

tions frorn the spe~1ker, to take the_:_.11 aJo:,;?; to 
th<' watchhou"' and have them fine.] up lo 
£10. Personally, I am of opinion that t!w 
right to be heard is one of the first principles 
of British justice. I have no time for any indi­
vidual who may come along to a public meet­
ing and di~:·Jurb it; but th, <1':-r~stion ariscf', 
When is a public meeting disturbed? Surely 
not by a few perticent iJ'erjections! For 
instance, if a public speaker were address­
ing a gathPring in any particular centre, and 
he n1ade u:::e of expres,,ions similar to thoFe 
rnacle uSfe of b, the ho:L member for P.urt 
Curtis this afternoon, 1 C'"l.nnot in1agine any­
one with a spo.rk o' manho.od in hir:1 replying 
in any o+-hcr tcrn1s than tho:)1~ used hv the 
leader of thP Opp< cition. In faLl' if the i(. '.dcr 
of the Opposi:.ion L:td not replied in the 
terms he dd, l>P would have Lllen in my 
F,<;:·:irnation. If ar~/ p ·d-li· ... S_t_eal..Lr rnakP. usu 
of in.-1ultin;: or n .. isk11ding ~~atem' 'lt.; 'vith 
rEgard to l•ny p"rson o.r pmty, iJ it right that 
th·' audience sh·mlcl sic qui.,tly and Jic, Bn to 
thcce i:·sulkrJ sta~cmento? I think it •.:o·:ld 
be q1~ite su-L ; -'1t if p:;_ovi::.don '.'.:erP 1:1.·.de in 
thh Bill for e_;} remova~ from tLA hull of an':' 
per··')il d=qturbin~4" the meetin ·. \s far y 

f'treot. cc-:-nsr r' l')n;.::er-ncC, if a n1,·n ."und.~ 
up :·-t a strec 1

· correr ;y1d nutkf's r:l~Je.;.~ding 
or insulting stnt~mcnts, ii is onl:; ri'(ht that he 
~>hou!d pelt up v.i.h any interruption th:·t may 
hcke place. But if he hao paid for n. hall, he 
has a. perfect right to be heard; but under 
this Bill it will be possible for a partial chair­
man to call upon a policeman to take a 
respectable citizen to the watchhouse and 
have him locked up and fined simply for 
interjecting. I think that is altogether too. 

drastic, and I hope y·hcn tlF' Bill !S m Com­
mittee Jll amuidment will be moved so far as. 
clauce 45 is con,erllf>LL I regret, F:<•3ing that 
our electoral law is the most undemocratic of 
any in any s:ute 01 tlw Co"ltn0UWeJlt!r, that 
a Bill was not brou;.ht in to. nviPw the •1vhole 
of our electoral la•.v and conooliclate it, and 
remov-e tho unden1ocratic proviosions it con­
tains. I regard this Bill a·" b0i1~g ten tirnes 
wor"e than the Industrial Pee:·' Act, because 
it takaE away from the most indispensable class 
of citizens in thi, S·iate the right to elect 
their law-makers. It takes away the right 
o.nr forefathc·rs fou,,ht for, :mel I think thnt 
righ' is not ~oing to be tak0n away without 
some • ffP<:tive protest from the people who 
are cliJfranchic, d. If I know anything about 
\lueen .. ,landers, they are not going to aC'cept 
this Bill lying down. They are going to 
make n pro.+c•.t, and y;ossibly the Home Secre, 
tary '"ill rralise that th,, position cr• :tted by 
the pa~'il:." of this Bill wiil br;ar ·•Jmo com­
parivm to the position croLttcd bv the \Vicked 
Ten in anci,•nt Rome, which n1ir;ht be weli 
explained in the words of LorJ Macaulay-

" Lest when our latest hope is fled 
Yc• taste of our despair, 
And leorn bv prcoi in ·orne wild hour 
How much ·the wrdclwd dare." 

\Vhilo. th" Jio:sw p,·crcta>'Y is no' Appius 
Claudms, he is cArtainl: one of tho Wicked 
Ton, and I think .'\.ppius Claitrlius is to be 
found in ar,oth:::r C 11arnl rT. I .;::n1 not going­
to nan1f~ hin1 hl:ro t-o-night, lJet .·U:··,~, if I did 
so, I "'\ .)uld corno into conflir;t v:ith yo.u, ].lr. 
:Spc,tker. I l'·'lit n3 thn father of ihis Bill-­
the IEJ.ll \'!Lo ori ,.;r_,+:,l f,:., r:n and '.lj'•Tlli<'cl 
its mo.:'t dr&.:- ir; cLuJ <--it to be f-cr1nd i11 
a.noth,= Cldrnl"'ot, but i_h.._· 1fon.~.e Secret:uy 
mu 0. take th rc·o~, • .<ihility o.f being 
3\C.OCJated with tiL, PJ.s.·inc- of this rill, and 
henc.,·forth 1 .. , rogarJec1 by Queenslandcb as 
one of the \Yiu~ced TrL. 

::'.Ir. 1~ ..:-\ l NE (J[itchrl!l: The bon. Lleinb,,l~ 
fo1· Port Curti', '" h<'n sp,•aking lhis afternoon, 
saul there• ~/"' J. toLclency to dre;; dcwn this 
House. I t\tOu~:ht, a-1 ti:11p y,nnt on, the hon. 
me1nLer would gro~,Y \vise 0nou~h not to 
1nake u:::.e of such '~ onls. I can hone,~dy ~"ay 
that no man who hu, ever occ:Jpied a position 
in this House h;H eyer attempted so much a's 
the hon. member for Port ('urtis to drag 
d,,., .. ;n the dignit.y am! etiquette th'lt has br•r"J 
prl.,~iflPd for so manv vLn~ in this Chamber. 
The ho.n. rneml:er 'set 0'lt to belitt!G the· 
le~der of the Opposition, and, amongst other 
thw,,s, he said that the ], ~. der of th< Opposi, 
t:on \Y,t- re:::eivln · £;00 a Vf-':.u. 

~.ir. KESSELL: i cor reeL~:] that. 

Mr. PAYNE: I would let it be dooid'ed 
by supporters of the present Government 
whether the lc· :1.der of the OppoFition is not 
worth £8JO ''· hile tho hon. me1:1ber for Port 
Curtis is ;·"orth bonely £300. I thou~;ht he 
w::c wise Pnough to h.;~··e for["ott2n all about 
the Elf'dions Tribunal. I would aliow him 
to sele<c" a committee irom his side of the 
House and let the>n go into ihe mattror, and 
th<'.Y would find out, tho mor·e inquirih they 
mad<>, the df'· per the hon. membEr for Port 
Curtis is in the mire over th: .... t CM". What 
is the r:ood of bringing it up here day .after 
ua:,, H1ld '' eek after week? The han. mem­
ber excused him,•elf by saying that it W!ls a. 
party vote. 

Mr. KESSELL : I did not. 

Mr. PAYNE: The hon. member said that 
the hon. member for Wide Bay and I 
paired, which is absolutely incorrect. 

Mr. KESSELL : What did you do? 

Mr. Payne.] 
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Mr. PAYNE: I hardly think it worth 
while replying to an hon. member of tlds 
charader. I .<challenge anybody who sat on 
that tribunal-any of their own men-to rise 
in their pla<'BS and sa~ 1Yh.._,ther it is correct 
or i.:>correct. The hon. mmnber for Wide 
Bay himse:f said tliat he had urgent business 
and war;ted to get away, .and the hon. mem­
ber for Coort.ora said that he had tried to 
arr,1n2:e a pair. As a matter of fa.ct, every 
·"-·'"er·vr who was on the trib1mal objected 
1-o 1-e<J.v J h-+1cause there \vas no arrangement 
m,v.-de Yi':h me ior a pair. I do ;,ot doubt 
the hun. member for Cooroora. I look on 
him ,,,. a man, but th~re ·was a micund;er­
stan<l!ing. I -.,as never approachc·d at all. 
It Wid on]•· because the :.ss. ·ssors from our 
side said, ,: You had better go, because there 
v.. ill b• t'ro on one side and thrc0 on the 
oth9r," ttnd any hon. m-ember 1vho was there 
can bear that out. 

Mr. KE'-SELL: They threatened to leave 
the court. 

Mr. PAYNE: Then the hon. gentleman 
cJnlf'3 along here and '\Vants to rnake out 
that the t\YO of us paired. That particular 
str~te·nen; ".~·as no doubt madJ to r>J:VI :' G\ er 
the ; ·,1t~mcnt t;.,at he r.tade, l',at -s·e voted 
"pa~ty." .A more flimsy statei.nent never 
lrll fro. ct the lip·. of .an;, man. I have been 
asking the as:_2:"·.ors from each side ·v.~hether 
the hon. g.entieman f'ti-1 that th": judge 
oD<If:rr;d so~ne of the asses>ors out. I under­
Ltand he said t'tat-I ·do not whh to misinter­
pret hi~~l. If he did say it) it is a 1_·,-rong 
thing for an:· hon. member to rise in his 
pl.t~c3 <md t0ll su<'h a d 0 liberau un:" uth. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 

:?lfr. PA.YNE: \V€''1-t,' n1ake suc~1 an 
~lll ~iT' .u l.tc·nent. f~arel:_v, if \ e c~istJ .. );reo 
v." em h mt n. The judge never ordere·d 
l(J.,lT'", o:~ tl:e :t' /;_,.::.:;.rn~- oc -Yet '\·e have t/n 

hell. · wn1Ccr hero in the .'bape of a 111an 
who c-" tes alon~ and tells the Ho.t o that 
the ;ud:se or{~ercd one of the assessors out. 
No·,·, I v. cmt to tell you, Mr. Sr · .·.ker, as 
thr ho:t. c;c:ntleman who <·pjoint.ed tho~e 
asses.~vrs-and if ;·ou do not like tD take my 
11-or-_~, see th judg0- yDursolf and aF~,;: him­
that ht n,Jver ordorGd one of the &'':-t'S ,ors 
out. Tht ·,e <H0 thing. tha~ a m":n, if he is 

man, should Lko exc-1ptLm to. 
Mr. Kt:ccELL: ·why die! you leave the 

court? 
l•!r. PAYNE: I explained why I k't. I 

1vill r_._~c the !1on. 1ner-1~Jer for Cooroora or 
t:: .. y otlter ,, the a•.-•e·:.,o s \',hat the ,ircum­
st:, 1L~cs \.vert--·, The hen. mom ~1er for Cooroora 
f.lid lh ,,t it -. as understood that mn·~Lody 
l':o :ld ]Jair ,;cith the lnn. m0mb~r fo. Widn 
:Ba \ a ,,d I s<!id, " \Vh>- select me:" and he 
said, "It would not be fair to have three 
from onC> si<;e and two fro'" tho oth~r." I 
t~ll , ou honc,;th that no rrr•l:1Cement was 
mB·'e and it ;,s onl:" c,,, the dioi·i' •ct koting 
.. ;£ fair play that I went at all. That is ~he 
truch, and I challen>;e any hon. member ho 

'" that co,s.e-on the s<nne side of the 
as the han. member for Port Curtis-

to ,, in his pl.,ce and say whether it is 
"~, .. )::_~rect or ineorrect. 

Mr. KnBE'~L: I was there, and I know 
the fa<'C', 

::lil:r. PAYNE: I as:c the hon. member for 
C.uor··ora, or am- other hon. gentleman who 
oat on that case to bear me out, or say that 
what I have stawd is not correct. I do not 
think there was ever a man ~ince I have 

j.ilh•. Payne. 

been here-and I have been here in pretty 
hard party fights, when hard things were 
said from both sides of the House-who 
directly or indirectly, in that miserable 
s:lC'oking way--

Mr. KE',SELL: There was nothing sneaking 
about it. It wab too plain. That is the 
trouble. 

Mr. PAYNE : I do not think it is .a fair 
thing th..tt any hon. men;ber should corr;e 
lFre ar>-l in·_inuat:__, or m:~ke s·L.:_hlm-ents 1n 
waich t 11ere is not one word of truth. 

:'.!lr. KESSELL: I do not insinuate, I make 
~' t~tements. 

Mr. P AYKE: I s 'Y that the statements 
of the hon. member for Port Curtis in refer­
c~~c ~- <:;o t~l'' judr~' , tdennc-: rne out,- and in 
reft<onc._ to :he iJair betiHlen tho han. mem­
ber for 'vYide Bay and m 0 self, a.re altogether 
incorrect. 

Mr. HuxHAM: Mr. :Booker himself said so. 

Mr. PAYNE : I thought that the hon. 
gentleman had had enough of th>1t t.ribunal, 
and that he would have been a wrse man 
and said nothing more- about it. 

The SPEAKER: Order! 

1Ir. P.'.Y~JE: I have reen Jonking up the 
c~s. and I do not want to repe,at what I 
2F.ve already .,~id. I think you gave the 
han. member for Port Curti~ very great 
lutitude in attacking me, as the hon. mem­
ber for Mitchell, this aacrnovn. 

The SPL\.KEU: I cannot allow hon. 
memb rs to iH,pate to me a ctatement that 
I gav.e hiEt bti' -.1de to attack the hon. mPm­
ber for JlJitchell. ;,o hon. member's name 
w . .; '·" .1tion?d until the hon. member him­
::: lf r« I-Iad tho hon. rnember f-or Port 
Curtis act.:u: .. ed anv munber of this House, 
I s,,o,,;d h, ve b<c-'n vcr:: carei ell to .'-eo that 
h2 ·,r,.~ ctu!ailccl in his lu~1guage. 

::IIr. PAYXE: I beg :·our pardon, Mr. 
S;wa!co;·. He di,tinctly rr [erred to the han. 
mecn'>er :or \Yido Bay and the han. member 
for Mitr 'loll. I do not xa.nt to take an.y 
undue ;:;'\lv.,nh~,3 of ~nv han. me 1ber m thrs 
Hou.:.o. but.) wr~0n .an "hon. membE.·r on this 
si(~d or thLt s~d.o ris,-c; ~and rBi:ers to the hon. 
mL,L :· for :·.Iitcholl, who is- th' hon. mem­
ber for :\~it,: hell ? It is just as if he had 
mentioned my name. 

The SPEAKER: I must point cut to the 
hon. member that during the dobato this 
afternoon the hem. member for Port Curtis 
re> rred to a c~1:E:' ":ion ~v,:ith rcgr:r? ... ~o. par­
t'·an hip, iat,he,did not m.Jm ant;-<:t;v1dual 
atrrck UPC'l tne non. mEmber for \, IUl :Bay 
or the hon. mc·nber for :r.Iitchc ll. He ,,,erely 
mentiowd it ;sa qm,tic;n with re,ard to the 
-,upport of his arg.~_ment in a~wthe~ din:.>c­
tion. To n. ,,. k.t, ledge-and I thn? ~.: the 
Houce will bAar rnA out as to the ro.:narks 
of han. ,,.ember 1 on both o.ides-there was no 
p<>r''mal attack on r ithcr of tho'·e hon. mem­
bers. 

Mr. PAYNE: Tho hon. member for Port 
Curt:c .. in_:)_,-:~·~ {f t-1-~_ Fit_ -ic, rrri!:, nal 
case hr.s oil more than one o:··.casion brought 
befo're the Houre the tremendouJ cost and 
the pollution iu connection with !'10 ~resent 
system. If there w": any po!li:tion, rt was 
all from his nwn sicJ-,. \Ve all know that 
the hon. member for Port Curtis, or some of 
his friends have had canvassers going about 
and getting votes by every possible means. I 
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told the judge in court that, in my opinion, 
those votes could have been bought like 
books, and I say Ro now. Take the case of 
the man Connors. Th<> hon. member in an­
other ph,ce, who witnu"sed the afiida-.;it, is 
.a gentleman with 1yhorn I a1n personall:y ac­
quaint< d. Arthur '1-Vhittin(','ham would not 
lend himself to any mean thing, but it was 
quite natural, when he wik8ssed . the 
.affidavit in Rcckhampton, that he mrght 
not make any inquirie' about it. I will c::m­
cludo by sayil1g th . .1,t, if tho hon. nu n1ber 
ior Port Curtis "\Vas a "\Vi~:...: n1an, he '''ould 
hold his tongu..; a'>out the E·-.cticn' Tribu_nnl 
case. I belieVl.' that tb3 sl ~aker can S£·.:.DCt 

a pe~nol of me~cih:E··, even from the Govern­
mc:It sidP, ":hv will be hm:-:urable enough, 
·y;; hen they go into tho matter, to prove be­
yond any doubt that the further they go 
into the question the deeper tho han. rnemher 
for Port t 'urtis is in the mire over the whol-e 
thing. 

::\1r. KE.,SELL: I am worrying you P•3Dple a 
bit. 

Mr. PAYNE: As I said in tl,-, initial 
stages of the debat:c, thi' Bill is the rc·:ult 
.of the last Federal election. This is panic 
lr dslation, .and tho Hon:o Se·"retan diu not 
fo get to tell the_ Hot"e about the corrup~ion 
thc.t took phcc e m the lr cC Fed <oral Elect.ron. 
He tried to 'li'eate un impros .. ion that th" 
doors vcere ·wide open to po[ution in the 
Fed:·r:tl sc "'om of voting to tr: .. to na>'e the 
Y'la.\: t·J brin0- in a me~:.;_,ul·o "of tllis kind. 
'\Yl;.; is ,b ·;., <ult c' tho eo arching inquiry 
1hat is being 1aadc in<·,') tLe L.ouble votinr; 
which the Tory Pre,~ of Qm-,:Jsland : .. nd 
the tl,ory Go"'.~f· ··n1n9nt that now cccupicJ the 
Treasury bm.chc--. opposit( alleged took place 
on that oecceion '? As a result of that cearch­
ing inquire ... the:. eli ~overed that tl:ere was 
a lik:-lih-J~d of som: thr-c vot" rs m every 
thonc."nd having vot•3d twice. 

'l'ho Ho:\;E SIC:ETARY: But that does not 
touch tL-~ point I referred to. 

l'IIr. PAYXE: I wond0r ho» :myone in 
the po ... ition of the han. gentle'i':1n cmld 
make the rash ··tatement which he made .a 
few weeks ago over tlvl Yoting- at the :Federal 
eleqtions. 

The IiOMl: SECRETARY : They are ''orrect 
statmw nts-absolutely true. 

Mr. PAYNE: They wanted to draw a red 
herrin::· o' er the track so as to cov• r tl:w 
defeat' the Torj' party mot with "t that 
electio'1, and hm. e this Bill. 'l'J-.o han. 
\'~tath· nan .. -~-d hi3 r:~~:.l~J?rtcrs f•d}: th']y bo­
li'-'\-e that every man ana ""~'OTI1J"n rn Queons­
le"nd ,:1mdd h: Ye .1 vote, and >till boy b:ing 
in a Bill of this kind. If the Bill is carried 
in ib entirety, it will disfranchise 40 per 
cent. or 50 per rent. of tl•.J bP t men and 
women in 0ucc 'lslai'd-the , vns •- nd daugh­
ters of the ~ld pioneers in this country who 
went ant and h} ·zed the track, and helped 
to build un the cities. \Y e know th t unless 
the count~y di .. i-ricts are prosperous our 
cities will go fht. The residence qualifica­
tion in the Bill is very amusing to me. Th:t t 
alone will disfranchise 50 per cent. of the 
shc,~.l-e·~,.~ and shed hands i.:1 mY electoru '':o 

and in ev<Jry other cocmtry electorate in 
Queensland. Electors have to state that they 
have a fixed plaoo of residence with some 
idea of returning there. It may not be in 
one place. 

The HOMI'J SllCRFTARY: It neBd not be in 
one place. 

Mr. PAYNE : How about the man who 
lives in a tent? 

The Ho~m SECRETARY: That is a fixed 
place of residence, 

Mr THEODORE: Not when there IS a 
cyclo{le. (Laughter.) 

Mr. PAYNE: Subclause (b) of cJ.us£ 12 
reads-

" If ho has no homo therein, or !.as 
abandoned his intention to rdurn to 
\Vhat \Vas !Jreviou 0;ly his home ~ h\~ruin, 
he it:~ nut a re..__i_dent." 

If a L<lan is 11ot a rt-sident of an electorate 
he oanhot :set a vote. In Central Queens­
land uO per cent. of the people haYe no 
hom~ of their o\';n. I h ke it that if they 
were .,taying at on0 hotel and went to an­
other hotel they would not l'e fixed r.c"idents 
there A man mav be on a 'cation for three 
manti"., and he n;ay have to go to another 
st.,ti,,n lucau his \rv-ork is c,ndplei: d-1t rs 
gon- rall:- t: .npvr,~-r::- W\1;k <~u a st~tDil unL,~s 
it i; b<•undau riding or -, .. ,methmg of that 
nature-he ,,{ay be throe months 1\orking 
on this sbtion. and then go 100 miles away 
to another station in the sa':'e electorate, and 
'' aJ only a month there. He n-.'Y never 
be outside his electorate, cwd yH he has 
n•;ver one plac., he can call his own. 'I'hat 
i' not pruvided for. 

T;v- Hol:E SECREH:n:: ::'\o, nse! 

Mr. PAYNE: Bo, in the 1ir.-t pla<>, the 
n~"iL.enc"} qualification alone di.•_{ranchises 
SOlllO 0~ tlF JJc,st lTICil and \'\ cJlTI!~ll Ill Queens­
land, and ,.till this 'I'or.r Government tell us 
that tho:c belie-,e t:.~t every man and ,,·oman 
who is entitled to tho franchic e should gGt a 
vote. I claim that the nsidonce qualific:ction 
alone \Vil)f":> the \\:hole t~1ing out. Then, 
:~n'_._~ ~· cl.::uz.~ ~~:), an 0lector outside his elec­
torate cannot vote, unlc~, ,, he has kno\v lodge 
months pro. iou,!y that he is 'goi"g to be out­
sido the elC;ctorato, and can _;_nr;.kr an applica­
tion for a rwstal vot,:. b, fo1:e ho le:tves. I 
nnderetan 1 that is the 1·e:ding of the cla 'ISe. 
I claim that th•· whole trend of this le:s·isla­
tion i: io create indur-~1 :al upheanls and 
t":"ouL,le. I--:I.on m'-':nbe_ J on n:"'. 'l'Lc:tsnry 
bt-: ch'" .~,1 no;) ·~e:rn u~1cier"tand it. ..._\1-
most every bit of legislation they ha '" 
brou;;.ht in has a to•.d-n.o:; to create ;_,roud,es 
betv e,n emnloyec. a·A omploymc.. Take the 
ca~3 of a wc~1ed, r 20 rnilcs outside the 
Mitch•·ll elcctor::.te, with 100 r: en. Fifty or 
sixty of t~w'e Lwn may be Mitcheli ,-o cers. 
The7 ·"auld have no idea tl!ey were gomg 
to be there on ek:-.. tion d.,y. A rr .. n may 
go to a r,h(:..d, and, in the ordir.:ar,y ct.Jurse 
of nffairs, in dry weather he knows ''hen 
thov will cut cut; but I have known plenty 
of SlF'ds within two days of bein~ cuL out, ~\'3 
they thought, and they have b:"en t~ere for 
three weeks-a dash of r:cin comes on and 
the:l are si'•lpped. A man wh? follows ordin­
.ary station work, unless he IS a permanent 
hand has not the rtn1ote. t ide; of T·.Th,::re 
he "'ill bo on ec el, .. ·,. i-')n dav. lfi:ty or 

sixt';· of 1n~r e}· ,.: Ol-l I1rty be "\V·ork­
[7.30 ]p.m. ing rt a Certain placa, but they 

are not going to stop there, and 
no power on e ,rth can keep them there. 
The Home Secretary rn:~v think t~:1t by 
means of his Indust~i,tl Peace Bill he can 
keep them there. He could not keep them 
th:"re if he sent up fifty or sixty policemen 
to do it. These men· will leav0., with the 
result that the contractor shearing the sheep 
and the owner of tho station, both of whom 
have a lot of men engaged, will lose the 

Mr. Payne.] 
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services of these men. Th1 se men will then 
say, "It's very rough; why don't you have 
a pollmg-booth here?" I understand from 
the Hom<. becretary that it is very easy to 
have pollmg-booths at these stations. I can 
show you that it is not easy. At the last 
general election in Quee:'sland, when I got 
up to my electorate, I d1scovered that there 
was a polling-booth at Coreena Station and 
none at the woolshed, 7 miles away. There 
were 140 men at the woolshed, and only two 
or three females .at the station and I thought 
it was only right that th~ polling-booth 
should be at the woolshed. I sent an urgent 
wiro itraight away to the Home Seer~ Gary's 
office. I did not ask him to make a new 
polling-booth. I o;uly asked him to change 
the polling-booth from the btation to the 
woolshed, and the reply I got from tho 
Home SecretaJ:y was, " Too late." 

The HOME SECRETARY: That is quite cor­
rect; it was too late. 

Mr. PAYNE: I had not the remotest idea 
that such a state of affairs exisred until I 
got up there. I also found that at Beacons­
field Station ther<: wvre some sixty men 
engaged as shearers and shed hands and 
musterers, and so forth, and there was no 
polling-buoth there. I made application for 
&aconsfield to be made a polling-booth, and 
back came the same answer, " Too late." It 
is a most remarkable thing thttt the more 
stumbling block~ you put in tho way of 
men in the West recording their votes, nnd 
the more in<:>0nvenient vou make it for th<Jm 
to get to the polling-booth, thl' more d<Jter­
mined they are to vote. So far as Beacons­
field wag concerned, the rf'mlt was that all 
those men rode 18 miles into Ilfracombe and 
recorded :heir votes. The result of the men 
leaving the station was that some ill-feeling 
was shown bet'" cen the employer and the 
employees, and some bad blood result,od. All 
this »auld ha•e been avoided if Beacons­
field had been made a polling-place. With 
regard to Corecna, I went to Mr. Miller, 
the manager, myself, and he said it was a 
shame that they did not make a polling­
plaeu at the woolshed. Mr. Miller does not 
vote Labour-you could not expect him to 
vote Labour-and it was his opinion that 
there should be a polling-place at the wool­
shed. There would have been no trouble 
about th!'l :tppointment of a presiding officer 
or other official, because all that was wanted 
was to transfer the polling-place from the 
station to the woolshed, 7 milu away; but 
I was told that it was too Ltb•. The result 
was that a good number of the.,e people had 
to w:.lk 7 milu to record their votes, and 
it caused no end of inconveniencn. All the 
t::tlk abvut the Home D.·partment not finding 
it conveni<cnt to appoint a pr~'iding offi0er 
and a poll clerk W<l all moonshine. 

The Ho:,IE SE: 'lLrARY : Your sug :es~ion was 
to bn •.k the law. -

Mr. P.,\. "--NE: I only point~d out what 
w~~s ;:~;ani'-.._:. as soon as I kn,~v.' that there 
wa: no polling-plo:Je at the woolehed. 

'l'he Ho~n: SECRETARY: It wa · all vour own 
neg1e~.f:. You sho~dd h::tve mado aPplich,tion 
in time. 

Mr. PAYNE: I had no knowledge Hrrh a 
thin"" existed till I got there. \V~H' n I am in 
Brisbane, I am 1,000 miles aw:1y from mv elec­
torate, and stuE'ly to goodness the Home 
Department ought to t.nke that into con­
sideration. All I asked was that the polling-
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booth shonld be shifted from the station to 
the woolshed, a distance of 7 miles, on tha 
same property. 

Thn limm SECRETARY: Your application 
was too late according to the law. 

Mr. PAYNE: If that kind of thing can 
exist in our present electoral law, there is 
a greater opportunity for it to exist under 
the more drastic provisions of this Bill. I 
claim that this pm,bal vote provision, which 
wiil pr. VDnt a man from recording his vote 
if he is outbid;, th0 el< ctorate, will dish·an­
rhioe Jhe v-ery lw-t men and women in 
Qne<·nsland. Still, t1\io Tory Goo •Jrnment and 
its suppori c~rs t.ay, " \Ve dv not vvz-,nt to 
didranchit9 an--;'" man." Tho:r talk about 
giving L1:w sick," th~_, l·uno, the blind, and the 
h.,,lt the voc~, .1ncl yet they actuall:; deprive 
1nany l:..iGH ..tnd "\Yon1en of a vote under this 
po',ta.l-voting ,,-,t, m. lYion who have travelled 
all over the Commonwealth, as I have 
done, know that in the ·wc·.tern distr:cts 
there.; are ll1{Jny n1en and \:YOmen-the 
pioneers who have blazed the tr<.<ck-who, 
because they cannot read or writ'>, will be 
clepri\ ,d of the chance of using the pogtal 
vote. If thov cannot write thrir Hames on 
a post.tl voi ·~, they will not be allowed to 
\'Oi>l at all. The hon. member for Rock­
lu,m phn ref erred to the absent votinf! pro­
Yisions U':l existing'" in New Zealand, and under 
th,,t sy<tem O\ ery man ctnd, v;oman c;.~n 
record their vofPs. It has also been proved 
that under our State absent voting SJ"tem 
we have ab·olutely the clrM>'st and best 
method of Yoting, bar going to the poll 
it ,elf. 

'I'ho HolliE SECRETARY: That is quite ineor-

:1\ir. THFODORE: Perfectly true. 
The HoME SECRETAHY : Quite incorrect. 
Mr. P AY?\E: That is very like the state­

ment we hLard a few days ago, th<>t there 
woro thousands of people who voted twice, 
yet >Yo know from what transpired since 
that tho hon. member did not know what 
he was talking about. I challenge the Home 
Sc cretarv and his supporters to prove that 
there was ever one instance of a corrupt 
vote being given under the absent voting 
system. The absent voting systc'm is so per­
fect that it is iqtpossible for any corruption 
to take place. When a man applies for an 
absent voter's vote, he has to answer cer­
tain questions, and he has got to sign his 
name_ It was tho absent voting s~stem that 
proved tint forgery was co'llmitted in 
com,erti ,n "·ith the Pori- Curtis election, ao 
we knm,- from the signature on the vote that 
the a ::-:d·wit mude by the man O'Connor in 
Roc:champton was D forger::. It is not pos­
sible for any corruption to hlm place under 
the pr' '•:·nt al ,:•mt votin::; s'''~·Jm. It could 
be extend~d so t11t provision c'>'lld be made 
for it to appl~ to the sick. the lame, th:• 
blind, and th., halt. and the whole thing 
would be P' rfc ~t, but we know very well 
th,.:.t that is not q ,~ in: ~'rttion of- the prE' dnt 
C'o-. ll'':il_ent. Vv c know verv v. ell it is not 
tho inter~ ·0:~ or tlv' c.,·,verr..Urrrt to mr.ke it 
easy for a groat num',or of voters to rword 
their vot'.'' in Q·wensland, and that is why 
this Bill has bean bro-,ght in. 'I'he lc'l.der 
of the 0:->position dealt very ably indeed 
wiih thB quc-;tion of a man who w,,nt :1way 
for a holiday and returned having to '·•·ait 
twelve months before he could get on to 
the roll again. It would be quite possible 
for a native of Queensland to live in Queens­
land all his life, and then go away for a 
three or six months' holdiay, and then on 
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returning find his name wiped off the roll, 
and ho would ·have to wait sixte9n months 
before he could get on again. 

The HoME SECRETARY : No; because he had 
not abandoned his home. 

Mr. PAYNE : One of the· qu!lstions that 
he is a•.ked is, "Have vou bona fide and 
continuously resided in Queensland for the 
last preceding twelve months?" That shows 
that a man would have to wait sixteen 
months before he could get a vote. 

Hm1. R. PHILP : Nonsense. 

Mr. PAYNE: It i•. not nonseme. He 
would have to be two months in the elec­
torate before he could apply, and he would 
have to answer the qurstion that he has 
reeided iu Queenslar.>d for the preceding 
twelvt months, and It would take anothur 
two months before he could get on the roll. 
That is tho way th;_y arc going to give an 
opportunity for the mPn and women of 
Queensland to re<•ord their votes. 

The HOME SECRETARY: You are just erect­
ing some ''Aunt Sallys" to knock ~lown. 

Mr. PAYNE: I only believe what I read. 
(Laughter.) I say that you may be .a native 
of Que~nsland, and yet if vou went away 
for three or six months e'nd your neme 
happened to be wiped off the roll while vou 
were absent, when you came ba-ck you w~uld 
have to put in twelve months' ruidence 
before yon could be enrolled again. The 
Government claim that thev .are doing ,alJ 
they can to see that every man ;md woman 
Ju, a \Dt<'. Y'hy, thP", do t!Pv c>•t make th" 
quelific.ttion six months' roeidenco as the 
N a tiona! Parliament have doue? This Bill 
hao b,.,,n brought in in .a ha.sty manner; it 
is pnnic lngislation, and is brought in becaus-e 
of the result of tho last Fed·eral election. 
This Tory Government know very well that 
unle's they place very great obstacles in the 
wa v of electors getting on the roli nnd exer­
cising the franchise, those elector" will wipe 
them out for ever. 
* Mr. CRAYSON (Cunninyham): I reg·ard 
the Bill as <>n intelligent attempt, not only 
to secure clean election, but also to purify 
the rolls. The hon. member for Mitchell is 
of opinion that the Government have intro­
duced this Bill because of the result of the 
recent Federal election. I cen tell the hon. 
member and other hon. members opposite 
that I heard the Premier state la't se"ion 
-:10t in t~e House-th:::t he_ intended during 
this Parliament to brmg m an amending 
Elections Bill. 

Mr. RYAN: Was that at the caucus? 

Mr. GRAYSON: It mav have been at the 
caucus. Bills of this kind are discussDd at 
the Labour caucus, and whv should they not 
be discussed at a Government caucus? 

An 0PPO~'TION !\'[EMBER: You have a 
caucus, then? 

Mr. GRAYSON: Of course we hev•· .a 
caucus, and excellent business is doE,' at tho 
caucus meetings. A great deal has been 
said by hon. members opposite as to the 
supposed attitude of members on this side 
of the House who voted for the abolition of 
the postal vote in 1911. I may tell the 
House that if the same svstem of postal 
voting was proposed in this Bill as was pre­
viously in force, I should strenuously oppose 
it; but, in my opinion, the postal vote as 
provided for in this measure is so safe­
guarded that it will not be open to abuse, 
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and it will enable many very old colonists 
who would otherwise be disfranchised to 
record their votes. During the last Federal 
election a farmer who had been resident in 
the ·warwick district for sixty years was 
laid up in the local hospital. He had voted 
at ev-ery elnction previously, and the last 
Federal election w.as the only one .at which 
he was deprived of his vote. It is quite 
true that a polling·booth was established at 
the hospital, but only convalescents could 
go there ,and record their votes, and, as he 
was confined to his bed, he was deprived of 
thr' franchise. 

Mr. KIRWAN: What district was he a 
reoident of? 

Mr. GRA YSO~: He resided .at Freestone 
Creek, in the \Varwick district, and he was 
an elector of the Warwick electorate. 

Mr. RYAN: Thf' Labour party got a 
majority in Warwick, didn't they? 

Mr. GR.\.YSON: I did not follow the 
totals. The only reply I can give to the 
interjection of my hon. friend is that in the 
Cunningham electorate the Liberals had a 
majority of 1,300. I do not worry myself 
about what heppens in the leader of the 
Opposition's f'lectorate, or in the member 
for \Varwick's electorate. Personally, I am 
in favour of the postal vote system with the 
safeguards provided in this Bill. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER : The same safe­
guards were supposed to be in the old Act. 

Mr. GRAYSON: Not at all. I know 
hundreds of persons in the town of W.ar­
wick who, under the old Act, voted by post, 
though they lived within .a stone's throw of 
a polling-booth. I have no sympathy what­
ever with the suggestion that females who 
live within a rea,onable distance of a polling­
booth should be allowed to record their 
votes by post. The persons that I sympa­
thise with ar·e the men who are pioneering 
in country districts, and who are, as the hon. 
member for Mitchell said, " blazing the 
track"-bl.azing the track for Labour mem­
bers to go out canvassing the electors in the 
country. As one who has lived in country 
districts for the last fifty years, I should 
just like to say that the boundary rider, who 
votes Labour every time, can jump on his 
horse and ride to the nearest po!ling-booth, 
whether it is 5 or 10 miles .away, and record 
his vote without any trouble. But his wife 
cannot vote in that w.ay. A selector with 
moderate means who takes up land may not 
be able to buy a sulky or a spring-cart to 
oonvev himself and his family to town, and 
what opportunity would the wife of that 
selector have of recording her vote, unless 
some such provision is made .as that which is 
propos,•d in this Bill? 

Mr. LAND: Not one in a hundred persons 
in the di"trict you are talking about can 
me the postal vote under this Bill. 

~lr. GRAYSON: I know what I am talk­
ing about, and what I have stated is per­
fectly correct. The hon. mf'mber for Mitf'hell 
said· he knew shearers on a certein station 
who had to lose a day's shearing in order 
to ride to the nearest polling-booth to record 
their votes, because a polling-booth was not 
established at the station where thev were 
working. , I may tell the hon. member that 
when I was on the board I had to lose "' 
day's shearing more than once in order that 
I might be able to go and reoord my vote. 
The hon. member for Cambooya has done 
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likewise. At the same time, I am quite in 
accord with the member for Mitchell that 
polling-places should be provided where 
there are 'a certain number of electors, 
whether they are shearers, rouseahouts, or 
selectors. The hon. gentleman complained 
about the Home Department not providing 
polling-places during the last ,eJection. I was 
refused two polling-places in my electorate 
because my application was put in too late. 
But I must E"1y, in justice to the Home 
Department, that, if anybody appe,als to the 
Home Secretary for a polling-booth in good 
time, and he can show good and sufficient 
rea,ons for his application, a polling-booth 
is invariably granted. 

The HOME SECRETARY : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. GRAYSON: I lietenvd very att~n­
tively to the speech of the leuder of the 
Opposition, and I must say that he made a 
very able speech from his point of vim,-. 
'There was one matter h<> referred to and 
which appealed to me. When the Bill is in 
Committee I hope provision Vt ill be mad<e 
for a cerbin cla_-s of electors who chang<e 
thpir place of residence during shearing 
tim<>, so that they may be able to record 
their votes on election day. I am referring 
to thosP, sh·?ar,_,r :l "\vho rernoYe fro1n one shed 
ttl another, and who, perhaps, may move to 
an electorate in which thev have not a 
vote. :\-1 v opinion is that ·those shearers 
should np.ply to the Home Serrctary for a 
polling-booth, and that at every cAntre 
where there are likc:y to be at least a dozen 
men, thev should be gi',en an opportunity 
to record their votes. I notice that clause 
14 makes provision for the publication of 
nam€"s that are to be put on the electoral 
roll. That is a yery wi,,e provision and 
will be a gre'tt preventive of roll-stuffing. 

An HoNotcRALLE lVIE~IBER: A good thing 
for the ne-.•-spapers. 

llfr. GRAYSON: It will be money >Yell 
spent. T have not heard a member ~n the 
Opnosition side say on<J word against it_ I 
notice that the returning officer is to publish 
the name of the succco.Jul candidate in tho 
local paper. Tl•at i" .a wise measure, and 
will .ave candidates, esp_.cially in country 
districts. attending the declaration of the 
poll. Provision is mad" for a new method 
of voting, and 1 think the method should 
be of a Fimilar nature throughout the Com­
monwealth. Personally, I ha ,-e no hesiLl­
tion in ••a:v ing that I aPl in favour of the 
old FyStem of striking out the name; but 
now the Commonwealth has dPcided on the 
s:y <tern of putting a cross opposite the name, 
I suppo '" that we should adopt the same 
system. I notice the conting,•nt vote is to 
be continued. 

_Mr. MAc-KIN1'0SH: It should be compulsory. 

Mr. GRAYSON: I, too, think the con­
ting-ent vote should b0 compulsory, if there 
are thne candidate' nominated for only 
ono. vacancy. 

Mr. MAc-KINTOSH : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. GRAYSON: I am also in favour of 
the abolition of the F:lections Tribunal. For­
tunately, I ha ,.,, ,,ot hacl an election petition 
lodged against me. 

Mr. MACKINTOSH: You are very lucky. 

Mr. GRAYSON_: I know the han. mem­
ber for Pittsworth speaks feelingly, and any 
member who has-'escaped an election petition 
is very lucky. In my opinon, the provisions 
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in this Bill render it a great improvement 
on the old ~\ct, and, with certain amend­
ments, I b-- lieve the Bill will pacs safely 
throug-h the HousE-. I haYe li' ten'-•d very 
~'tte:ntlvcly to th.- .~neeches fron1 the other 
side and· Pmst !-wn"<- dy confe '·' that their 
criticisn1:; a~·o ~V;}ry n1ild. indeed. 

The IImrE SE0 RETARY: Very flat. 

~1r. GRAYSON: There arc some of their 
bi[i guns to speak yet_ 'l'hc han. member 
for Herbert and the deputy ],·ader of the 
Opposition hav0 not yet spoken. So far, I 
think the Home Soerctar>' ought to be very 
plPasecl indeed at th, mil<lncos of the criti­
cism that hus been levelled against the Bill. 

]\,Ir. THEODORE: H<> has been squirmii1g 
all the evening. 

The HOME SECRETARY : Squash--,d, n bso­
lute]y. 

Mr. GRAYSON: My object in supvorting 
the Bill ic simply thi·- : I want to see clean 
elections and nure rollc,. I wi·,h to tdm 
this opportunity of sayin?~ that I think the 
polico officers in the country districts of 
Queensland deserve the greatest praise for 
the manner in which tho', collect names and 
put them on the roll. i know in my own 
electorate~and mine is a fairly large one­
that many hundred;, of electors would be 
di-{fr:'lnchi"- ~Jd (> n:-1·y ckction 'Yere it not for 
the energetic way in which the police collect 
names. I \vould. aiso, in speaking about 
thr, police, like to say that in my opini?n, 
although they are entitlel to th~ franchise, 
they do not parade their political views 
wh;•n they collect names for the rolL I wish 
to mention specially the impartial way in 
which the nolice collect those name'- .and 
have them placed on the roll. 

~1r. THEODORE: The Home Secr0 tary has 
preymt•~d them from collecting the names 
this ycrtr. 

The Ho~n: SECRHARY: You are making an 
absolut"Cly misleading stat0ment, and you 
lmo''' it. 

Mr. GRAYSO~: Last Saturday week a 
policeman called ,at my house soliciting 
namc-, for the roll. The police officer went 
into tho kitchen and got the name of my 
se>rvant girl. She was from New South 
\Vales. That does not confirm the state­
ment of the lectder of the Opposition. The 
police are most energetic in my district, and 
they ar'' making a d:cily canvass to get all 
the names thl?y possibly can placed on the 
roll. 

Mr. KIR\VAN (Bri57>ane): Befo.re I pro­
ceed to deal with the main principles con­
tained in this very important measure that 
has been submitted for our serious considera­
tion and criticism, I ma,v be pardoned for 
referrinR to one or b-o statements that have 
Jc,Jcn made bv the hon. member for Port 
Curtis. He throw aero~' the floor of this 

Hou''" an .1ccusation that members 
[8 p.m.] on this side now and again find 

time to a' te"ld to the business of 
the House. Tho accusation is totally un­
juscifiab!e, and the division lists of thiR House 
prove thcct, as far as attendance and attPnding 
t<J the business of the country ar' conrllrned, 
the Opposition compares more tl.an favour­
ably with the party that the hon. member 
follows. At any rate, it is not necessary for 
the leader of "the Opposition to send o.ut 
motor-cars for his followers when an import­
ant division is being taken. The hon. mem-
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ber also said, I belif'Ve, that, generally 
Bpl !ikin;,;, memb<crs on this side of tL, House 
were inclint·d to use language in ... 1eLate that 
did not reih·~t to tLc:: cnJii Y,or tend to 
i::phold the dignity oi thi honourable House. 
The hon Er~-'lnb r is t;vid-v:itly making strong 
and otr.::nuous cl<1ims in order that the mantle 
of the late hem. mlmbor fer \Ycclkung-a',ba 
may fall 011 his shoulders. If I may ' e per, 
uicted to exprc:os an opinion, l think the 
~on. Jne:tnber will prove a worthy succc ,,c:;.or 
Ill every reo pert to that latE' mcr,,b, r of thi> 
House. The h·:m. memb<'r for C:mningham 
in de.1ling with this Bill, -pcin'ed out that th/ 
police W"re collr·cting the nan1·· s oi eligible 
voters in his electorafe. libout three weeks 
-aero, when I focmd that the roolice wore going 
round my eleC:tora'te :and other suhmban 
electorates with the objPtl of purif3 ing the 
,.,rolls, since thi8 GovernHKnt prPte~lds to. br­
so anxious th:,t everv eligil le voter :.;i_all have 
his name placed on the roll, I asked tho Home 
Secretary woulJ he j,_~ue instr:Ie:tion~ t~1at 
these police r:;Lould s;_~cur'2, at th~· !:3ame time 
.the nnmes of tho"'e who were quaE~tc d to vo.te: 
and have th,~m placed on tL0. cJ,cetmal roll. 
r~l_1he hon. genfen1an, in rrply, 8.,'-)Uf•"'d me 
that it was th,m too Lt.!e to issue those in­
structions. Might I ask him, di,.! Lo issue 
tho';·, in.::,.,.rucbons in \\,.. nrv. id~ or in tho 
Cunninrham electorate. If the ):·· Er-~ up 
there are (>,Jlle:;ting namt-"', it is rath(~r Etranrre 
that tlwv arc- not also collecting them in the 
metropolitan an='a. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I v·ould point out 
that this is a particular rc· ~Jue.,·~- which the 
police ··•:ere instructed to carry out. 

Mr. KIRWAN: The public outside may 
ell fom' an opinion as tO; the ya]ue of any 

'tatc,ment t;nt. moy be n,ade bv th Home 
t\ocretary on that particular pai1it. \\' e have 
heard a lot to-night ah(•Ut the o,d pioneer" of 
!_Juc• ns1and v. iw blazed the track b~ing en­
titled t J vote. There is no member sitting 
on thi-' side: who ha;, any othe: wi,h. But 
what e bout. the, n,en who blazed the track in 
Qu, 'Cll·,Ja,nd in years r-oue by, \Yho arc no,.;, 
unfortunately Vt'iil:in ths: precints or a certain 
G("-vernn1ent institution? If those pionf' -~rs 
of whom m<•Inher" on the oHwr ride talk-­
and talk is clw.1p-are entit:cd to vdP, why 
not exJ,·wl the franchif'.8 to those "· ho are in 
Dunwich? 

Mr. E. B. C. CoRSER: Arc they not being 
cared for b_y the G ovcrnmc ilt. · 

Mr. KIRWAN: Certainly they are but 
only "~'r"d for by tLe State a' an:;- '::::tat8 
;-,orthy of tho name of a civilis-·d nation or a 
Christian c">mmLmity would care for its aged 
and its infir1a. 

Mr. HuxHAM: It is a sin to be old. 

~fr. KIRWAN: Evid(' ttly. f"owe hon. 
1nemb~;·s consider they are giving a great 
-conro-:s:non. Doc'S the hon. meml er for Mary-· 
borough suggest that when thPe~ old people 
arc 110 long~~r able to \' ork and have no 
rchtivP, able to support them that the Go­
vernment should knock tlw:n on the head? 
J\Iany rcasom l~ve lwen adduc·,d for this 
measure, and we have. the q.rJle old cry from 
the Govcrnn1ent benchf-">. rr1tero is nothing 
orhrinal about it. In th:.~ r: 1:JJns wi1ich 
promnted the Cabinet, wh'n they drew nn 
the Governor's rq,pcech, to make · Ppecial r~ 
fercnc;; to this rnp 1-;;ure) in ... ,.hJ.'t I rc-'i?'ard as 
a very insulting p;:.ragr:,.ph, and in the whole 
burdC'n of thn song of the Homo Se.Jretary, 
there Is nothing original. \Y e find en:cl as 
far back as the year 1432-that is a good few 
years &go-it was found nccee,,ary to intro­
duce a measure more or less on the lines of 

the Bill which the B~ome Secretary is respon­
sible for. I might be permitted to quete 
from an old Act to be:tr out what I have said. 
th 1t the l-I.Jmo ;:)ecr.otary is only repeating 
old canard·. culled from· history, and which 
have alw'"'\ys been used by the particular class 
te ;;;oo ab1y repreE- 'li in this l-:Iouu~ when 
their privilege; have beE 01 tcss:1iled. In the 
preamble of an Act pasoed in 1432 we find 
these words-

" The election of knights hath of late 
hc:.cn rnade by outrages, and exce.saive 
numbers or people, many of them uf 
small substance and valuo, yet pretend­
insr a right equal to the Lest knights and 
e:"quires, whereby m~nslaughters, riots, 
\.atteries, and divisions a.c,ong the gontle­
J1)en and other peop\0 shall very likely 
riS'3 and be, unle'g due remedy be pro­
vided." 

And the remedy was a Bill bOmewhat similar 
to tho one which the Home Secretary has 
introduced hpre-a Bill intended to dis­
franchise a certain section of the people-­
to prevent that sedcva of thC> people from 
exercising their undoubted and God-givem 
right to vote against the then occupants 
of the Tree~.sury benches. Coming down a 
little later, we find that Lord Stanley, in 
introducing the Irish Registration Bill in the 
House of Commons in 1840, said that a 
number of name' had found their way by 
illcgitimai;e means on to the eleotoral roll, 
and U'1 a rule there w~~s bribery, corruption, 
and perjury. The same old statement with 
regard to (he ca~cc and the same old justi­
fic'Ltion for depriving a large section of the 
people of the right to vote! Unfortunately 
for a section of the Irish people at that 
time, they decided to vote against a certain 
dominant party, and when that party found 
they could not secure the rc·turn of their 
mpresentatives-Iike the present Govern­
ment at the last Federal elec+ions-when t-hey 
found their party practically annihilated in 
Queensland, the-y come along wit]1 this mea­
sure and take all sort' of care to secure 
their position on th<> Treasury benchee by 
follnwing exactly similar lines to those 
adopted in 1432, and by Lord Stanley in ohe 
British Housq of Commons in 1840. Have 
they found that these "\cts have prevented 
the onward march of democracy? Do th'e 
occupants of the Treawry benches imagine 
that by pasring a Bill of this kind, which is 
~:oing to disfranchise a section of voters in 
Queensland, who are .iu~·.tly entitled to exer­
c!se the franchise as Queensland citizens-do 
they imagine b0 doing this, th:1t they "re 
going to stop the onward march of the 
Lalxmr movement and secure the Treasury 
benches to their party for all time? If they 
do, they csrtainly misread history. I ven­
ture to say that there arc men in the \Vest 
against whom this m!lasure is particularly 
directed. I have in my mind's eye at present 
an instanc!l where one of these electors, a. 
blind man, walked 20 miles to register his 
vote for the hon. member for Warrego. And 
thi' is the snirit th'1t has made the Labour 
party, and this is the Government th8t thinks 
it can kill that .,pirit. \Ve are told by eome 
h1•n. memhers on the other side th.tt they 
h·'lieve in dcmocncy. I think that it would 
be true;· if they sa:id, ·'We believe in this 
party being in pow0r, and we are prepared 
to tako all sorts of means, l!S far as our 
majoritc in this House will allow us to do, 
to pres;;rve in power that party." "Ve have 
heard them during t1Iis debate expressing 
great fears that some women would not be 
allowed to vote unless the postal vote aga-in 
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was introduced, yet we kr,ow that when 
on several OCt."asions hon. metnbers repre­
senting this party on Thursday afternoons, by 
specific :motion, n1ov€d for an1endn1enL of 
the Elections Act to include v.omon, all 
these stalw.trt Tories or their immediate 
predecessors talked them out. It is a well 
known fact that one Ministflr earned for 
himself the name of " The Minister for 
Thursdav afternoon," and on one oceasion 
gave as 'his reason that scurrilous line from 
Pope, " Every woman is at h@m·t a rake." 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

Mr. KIRWAN: I am very sorry if I have 
transgressed any rule of the House. 

The SPEAKER : I would ·~aggest to the• 
han. member that he should discu:,s the Bill 
and the prnciples c.>nhincd ii, the Bill. His 
last rem,nk" h:.ve re:crc'n<'n t·,) iJ.2idents of 
twenty y.o;us ago. 

Mr. KIRWA::\1: I am ju·t trying to con­
nect the Government which is at present so 
exces~,ively taken up with tho desire that 
every woman shall record her vote with the 
Government that blncked the women from 
getting the vote until they could no longer 
accomplish it. Now, take the qut-;tions that 
are provided to be ash·rl of claimanb for 
enrolment. It is rather strange that in the 
other States and in the Commonwedth the 
electoral claim form is made as simple as 
possible, Lut this Government sets out to 
make it as complex as i'O• 'ibh c,nd ask all 
manner of ridirculous question,. I do not 
know how the' will fare wi+h the average 
lady of the ' ummunity-whether they will 
insist that ,,,he shall put her age on the 
ekctoral claim, to b(l duly advdrtised 
throughout the length and breadth of tho 
land. Then we have the section with re­
gard to rc,idcnce. It was contended by the 
hon. me•nber for :Mitchell that, if a person 
left Queensland for a three months' trip or a 
six month'' trip, notwithstanding that he 
might have been one of those old pioneers 
in whom so much interest recenj;ly has been 
takf'n by hon. members on the <Government 
benches, that same person would have to 
reside in Queensland for fully sixteen months 
on his return before he would be able to 
record his vote. The han. member for 
Townsville distinctly states that would not 
be possible. When the leader of the Oppo­
sition the other night was pointing out that 
the postal vote would not be available to a 
large section of thfl community, the han. 
member for Charters Towers disagreed .with 
him. These two disagreements-the onP on 
the part of the hon. member for Charters 
Towers with the leader of the Opposition, 
and the other on the part of the han. 
mPmber for Townsville with the hon. member 
for Mitchell-only go to prove that there 
are Government supnorte", "!,o cannot 
ima!l,'ine that this Bill is w drc,,;tic as it 
is. They' c1nnot belie,·e that any Government 
would be guilty of bring:ng· in a . measure 
that would hav ·such :m df<·: as tlus, so far 
as "+,·oles:.do di:·Jfranchisrnlei t, is roncerncd. 
We SE><' in this Bill a kimllv reg·ard for tho 
property-owner as against the man with a 
rPsidene". I know that ;n the Brisbane 
electorate ~t the last elcc'ion, whcm it was 
found that there wa' going to be a Labour 
candichte, th-,re was a whole,ale rush to 
get in property·Owners WJ:') COlli r~ mared 
from the electorates of the han. member fo1• 
Bulimba and the hon. m<>mber for Toowong 
and the hon. member for Toombul, and so on, 
but they did not get sufficient to effect their 
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purpose. That, however, does not ~ay that 
these people at tho next election m1ght not 
bring in 200 or 300 from •roombul, wheru 
the han. member has such a majority that 
he c-ould well spar!) that numbey, .and sttll 
be mturned with a large ma]ont;v; an~ 
there are quite a numb<·r ,yho lrve. 1n Paa­
din"'ton who know that their vote IS no uso 
ber~use they cannot shift the Labour repre­
sentative. These 1wople could all be trans­
ferred into Brisban0 tv,enty·four hou.rs before, 
the election. \Vhat for: And then the Hon. 
the }lome Secretary gets up, and through 
" Hansard," de:Jire,· to assure the people ?f 
QuePnsland that the Government are not 1n 
favour of Fwamping ,,ny elec' :orate. IIe do~c: 
not expect the· inte!ligtont members of thIS 
Houso to givB anv credence to hi~ b!n:te­
ment but there arc doubtless a good sectiOn 
o\ th~ coL!munitv who will road t~e stateme;rt 
in the Pr•_ JB, who have not. stud1ed .the B1ll 
and have hat! no opportumty of discussmg 
its provi ·ion,, who would accept the state· 
mont of a, .r.:•sponsible Minister of the Cr?Wlt 
and bulievr that the Government are a;rxious 
that there should be no undue s~vampmg '?f 
any electorate. U nd~r this ~Ill there 1s 
nothing to 1~revent Drrs~?ane bemg swamped 
so that it might Le pos"ble for the Govern: 
ment to win back that scat. We know that 
on the last occasion they W9rB ver~~:· s~re 
about the defeat. We know that thP polrce 
were out for ton weeks trying to. hunt UJ? a 
c .tse against myself, and, notwithstandmg 
the fact that their work was checked, n?t 
once but twice and thrice, I am here m 
H'lit~ of all the opposition that there was 
~gain' t m . and in Fpite O'f the attempt 
made bv that party to upset me w~en I 
had been duh elected. I certainly desire to 
give credit to the Home Secretary ~or in­
troducing a uniform systPm of votmg .. I 
am only sorrv that he did not go a bit 
farth<>r and have the surnames only on the 
ballot-paper. I think. it woulq be a .very 
wi:..e provision, and, . JUSt to g1v~ an tllus~ 
tration why I argn<e m that partwular. way, 
I might mention that at the l.tst Brisbane 
election there were people who recorded 
their votes somewhat in this way. They saw 
on the ballot-papers tho names " Fc:rrest, 
Edward Barrow," and "Kirw~n, Mwhael 
Joseph." A number of people did not,~now 
"Edward Barrow," but they knew For­
H",t.'' Thev struck out "Edward Barrow," 
and th<:y left " Forrest " in, and they ~truck 
out the whole of my surname and the whole 
of my Christian names. 

Mr. BoOKER : That is a reflection on the 
vot~rs. 

Mr. KIR\VAN: It may be, as the h~m. 
mr mber for vVido Bay Sliggests, a reflf'ct!on 
on the votns, but it only go<'s to show that 
there are rnany eleo'~ors who g-et confu::;?d, 
and I think, if tlwc.· J.tad or;Jv the t ,, o names 
'• Forrt,·~Y " and ":s::In,:an, or -:·.s .thP C>"'e 
may be, they would knmY the c, nd·~late~ by 
those nam• '• and h" o,b]" to vote without a 
mis•'l.k ,,, The cac.w thing, I helieve, ocr;m:red 
in th0 ChillagoE· c1f'ltorate on m~e ooc~si?n, 
when a c.mdidc·Je there, hr,d for lns ChrF.tran 
name,; hYo v~~ell-known sarnames. and th0 re­
sult was that the people crose0d out the two 
Christian name-, and 1eft his achal surname 
shndinp: hv it<•elf. Thr'y croesed out the 
whol<' of t'he I,abour candidote's surname, 
and h;s Christian name as well. 

Mr, H \RDAc.n~: Thero have b~en cases 
like that in all th8 electorates. 

Mr. KIRWAN: I hope the Government 
will be prepared -in Committee to .accept 
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.an amondment to havP only the surnames on 
the ballot-paper, except in caees ,vhcr0 two 
people of the same name, put up, when it 
would be necessary to distinguish them by 
their Christian names. Now we come to 
the question of rowdy meetings. Both out­
side on a publio platform, ancl in thie House, 
I have exprccsed my opinion that it is 
advisable oat all time' to listen to a candi­
date giving oxprc.•,ion to his vic,ws-that, 
if the electors disagree with some· candidate 
who uses anythinr: but choice bnguago, und 
who is guilty of the mePt contemptible mis-
1'BpresBntatian und is a past ID"~~ster in the 
nt of mendacity, they ,,hould rico in a body 
und quit the hall :md le.1ve the ccndirlat·· to 
hih,i·c If, which wonld be much L i;l. ·e t.}rar, 
-exprlS!ing thdr di~3ppro' al by continuous 
interjections. H<n'<·evu, this provi<ion will 
react on the Go, ornrnc.ut. I an1 not afrairl 
of this dausB. 'I'he Liberal candidate who 
&;Pts OJ_ J Dr h\u ·d•t ~ors JucJ;.-cd un a:nd _{inC'd 
will find he has done something that will hit 
him on election day, and not the Labour 
p&rty. 

Mr. GR.\N7: The Feel. ;·al L1l our pa• •.'1 
introdu.:>cd that in th, ir Election, Bill. 

Mr. KIRWAN: Vve hear remarks, whon­
cever a principle of this kind is bein:; dis­
cussed, that the Labour party introduced it, 
but, if you analyse it, you will find the prin­
ciple is entirely differ r•nt. We will test some 
of those hon. members opposite in Committee 
by submitting 'orne of the provisions con­
tainLd in the Commonwealth Act. Then we 
shall find them trooping in and standing 
behind the Home Secretary when the 
division tell rings, proving, after all, there 
may be some justification for referring to 
them as political humbugcs. While it has 

· been proved that it will be a wise procedure 
to wipe out the old system of ekctions tri­
bunals, I still think the Government might 
ha vo gone a little further, and in cases 
where the judge has given a ~ertificate to 
th0 effect that the election was rendered void 
by some mistake or other on the part of th0 
return!ng officer, the legal expenses, or what­
ever other expenses are incurred by both 
candidates, should be paid out of the con­
solidated revenue. I do not think it is hir, 
simply be-mmrc the Government have nom­
inated an incompetent official to act as re­
turning-officer, that either of the candidates 
should be compelled h go to the exp0nse 
of te,.ting the case before the iudge, and 
after th:.t be put to the further exr•·. n.s" of 
another election, when, if the official who 
had the manngemec f of the el.·r:~ion !r:cd been 
properly quallfi' ''• th · miAbke would never 
have occurred. 

A novl'RN.'UJ:NT :\IT ~JBER : It would cncour­
ao:e litigation. 

Mr. KIRW},J'\: I cecnnot a.greo with the 
hon. mm:,r•flr thd 't Wuuld encourage lit'ga­
tio:l. At any ra·~-P. it ·would stand for jus~ice_ 
It has bH•n sug;;c -.·t.rd th ••', inscc .td of put­
tin~ the initials of the prf' .. iding officer on 
the ballot-paper, as h'>retoforo, he is going 
to put a number. If the number of the 'oter 
is 1008 on the ballol-paper, immediately op­
posite his mtm-" on the roll which the pre­
siding officer has, the numhJr 1008 will be 
put. 

The HOME SrcRETARY: No. It ell depends 
on what his number is on the electoral rolL 
The number on the Lullot-paper ic not neces­
sarily the •arne as the numh•.;r oh the elrc­
.toral :roll. 

::Yir. KIRWAN: That is what I am try~g 
to get at. By way of illustration, we will 
say the nun1ber of an elector is 540 on the 
roil, and he is the 570th elector to vote th~t 
day: Is it not correct to say that 570 will 
be put opposite that de ctor's name? 

The Hmn SECRETARY: No ; his number on 
Le electoral roll. 

::\Ir. KIRWAN: Then, in ~he event of an 
Eiec :ions TI :bun a] ca;.cJ the I>umbor for the 
purpose of the identification of a voter will 
not be the number on the roll, but tho num­
ber on the ballot-paper? 

The HOME SECRETARY: No, thn number on 
the roll and the number of the ballot-paper­
the one follow3 the other. The two form the 
ident'f!caLion. 

::\1r KIR\VA::\': I must admit that I can­
not f~llow the Home Secrc tary. 

The Ho~!E S>CRETARY: The number on the 
bullot-ptcpor will aJ..,o be placed on the roll. 

:\h. I(IRW AN: That is what I am con­
tendin~'. \Yh'"t I want to ask is this: How big 
will the names be printed in the new roll 
to allow of that being done? Doe• the hon. 
gentleman seriously corrtend that with the 
present type in use in our ordinary elector~] 
roll, an oflicial, no rna tter h_ow expert he rs 
in making figures-and he will have to make 
them very minutely-can place th<> number 
opposite the name of each elector on the 
ballot-paper? If that is nec.-.c:>ary to be done 
in futuro we shall have to prmt the doctoral 
ro II in ~ery latge type ; otherwise, there 
will b,· serious confusion. 

The SPEAKER : This is purely a matter 
of detail which can be considered in Com­
mittee. 

Mr. KIRWAN: I have another ;mggestion 
to make. If the Home Senetary is anxious 
that people should have an undoubted right 
to exercioe tb• francl1ioe, it would perhaps 
be better, to make· the thing certain, .to draw 
a line under the name of uach candidate, so 
that, if people put a cross, so long as it is 
between tho~e two lines, it should count even 
if it is not in the square, bee"'"'"' we know 
that sometimes the squan is not made la::ge 
enouc-h. Then, in regard to the cal1<••·.!latwn 
of pel!ing-placds, this is another method by 
which a Home Secret;,ry, who might be a 
strong partisan, would be able to deal a 
blow at a political opponent. I do not sug­
gest thut the prc·,ent holder of the office 
would stoop to methods ef that kind, but if 
he were desirous of doing so, this clause 
would give him the opportunity. I do not 
think it ic advi-.~ble, after tb· writs are 
i .... ued, to c,•w.·l any rdli >'-plans, and if 
returning offic·ers knnv thetr duties. they 
would revi·<e their nolling-places as popula­
t'•cn sp: ead• in the meantime. Before the 
\\T~ s arc j ':lUh ... -1, rf'turn· ():fE _ers should 
rc..-iso i-LH no!linis-plt: s, a .. ) oY, ~ng t-o new 
f -•f-71: r( nt hasin~ t~k,: n plac-;-, iG n1ay be 
n,-~E--~-.·ary t0 have a new po1liLi.:~1:)_~oth ::t a 
particular place. Or perhaps, owm<; to the 
L·ct that a mining finld. on which th~re were 
150 elector< at the last g0neral eL dwn, had 
worl~,c'd out, and tho n1iners had b.,,, :1 trar.s­
ferred to a new [, ld, it might he advisable 
that the polling-plauo should be c"n<'<-lle? 
and a new one institutt•d. I Ltd an experi­
ence my:,elf in thi". mattPr. Th'? hen. mem­
ber for Padd;ngton had a cJollmg-place on 
Spring Hill at the LPichhurdt Strpet School, 
and I applied to hc •. ve the no~~ssa,·y of!ioor 
put in there, in order th,:t peo]Jle who lrved 
on the bord<:r -: of both electorates might be 
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enabled to vote in Spring Hiil without 
going to the Temperance Hall in town, but 
I. was told that one polling-booth was suffi­
c!,ent. T~e Hom':' Sccretar:/, or his respon­
SIO]':' advisers, did not display any great 
anxwty to study the convenience of the 
women living in the Spring Hill district 
on t!_lat occasion, because it happpncd to 
be a l,abour stront:;hold. It was not advi,able 
to giYe the:c; faciliti-s to vote. On the other 
hand, i~. was m compulsory that they shoul~ go 
~ the mty. lhe Go.v-ernn1~nt ~ay they bt,heve 
In democ1·acy and 3:;0 desirous of ,,vetting 
the views of the people of Queeu.Jl~nd at 
every genera:! ele_ction, and every facility 
shol!ld be given m the way of providing 
pollmg-booths, and opportunitie·•. for those 
who are entitkd to be on the roll to get on 
tJ:e roll. \V e do not want any of .these pro­
visons such as a.r<c• foreca;t<>d in this parti­
cular measure, which, if it becom"' law, will 
have th<l requJt, first of all of making it as 
difficult as pos.sible for peo'p!e to get on the 
~·ol!, and w_h~n the;v get on the roll m•· king 
1t just as difficult, m cace they follow certain 
occupations, for thc·m to record their vote~ 

This is the ,tamn of m<·asure 
[8.30 p.m.] \Yhich cnmes fron~ the Govern-

ment Lorchc-3, and hon. m0mhers 
oppDsitc ask this House to believe that it 
has be,•n prompto<l by a sincere deeire on 
their behalf to pur if} tho rolls. We know 
P<'rfcctly well that all their wild statements 
a_bout corruption,. double voting, impersona­
tiOn, .and everythmg else, in connection with 
the LBt FPdda! election, h:cvo fallen abso­
lutely to the ground. ·we know th,,t the 
inquiry which was called for immediably the 
Federal Parliament met-rctlled for by a Go­
·Vern,.,:·nt bclm!ging- to the P•?.me party that 
membero opposit·o belong to-has not justified 
any one or the Home Secretar,-'s remarkable 
statement~. Is the hon. g··ntleman r;oing 
to apo!ogrse? Has he not based this very 
measure on tlc'l sbtemenh which ho m:•de on 
that occa,ion? 

OPPOSITION 1\fg:,mERS: Hoar, hf';~r! 

. Th<; Ho~m SECRETARY: \Vh<cn the investiga­
tion !S completed and the rolls are on•·ned 
then I will have oomething to say. " ' 

~Ir. KIRW.\N: The GovPrnrr:·•nt on the 
Trt''l,•ury henche·' in the Nation.\] Parlia­
ment d1d no~ f~el cdled ur;on to appoint a 
RoY: a! Commr •swx: Dr. anythmg of that kind, 
as It would not JUsbfy the wild statements 
of those who w,we suffering the pangs of 
defeat.. I hope it will not be very long 
before rhe GovNnment occupyinc; the Federal 
Treasury benches will bo out of offic'l. I 
have nothing further to cav, excent t.o 
exprees my regret as a Quoenslandcr that I 
shouid s0e a Gov.Prnment on the Trea~'urv 
hex:e!'es v:ho wish to resort to th" hctiC:s 
whiC><l wcr<' r<>,orted to in the Yf{ll'S I have 
mentioned, and I am sorry to say that they 
have; got memb0: s to support thc'll for the 
sp<o,mfio purpose of guarant.oeing them a 
fresh lcw~e of power by disfranchi"ing a 
large eechon of the people of Queensland. 

Lieut.;Colonel RANKIN (B?<rrurn) : I have 
some. d1ffidPnc; in ri 'ing to speak on the 
~u£,tiO~ n_ow <}('fore th0 . Chamber, because 
. he vmy 1mportan':a of It m_ust make any 
hon. me"!ber who IS fully seized of it halt 
and cons>der very carefu!Iv before he ex­
presses an opinion. I listened with some 
mt0rest to the various speake1·s, and I con­
fe,J~ that generally th,Pre seems to be a 
desire that there should be a fair and equit­
able franchise throughout Queensland.- I 
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think there is an honest intention on the 
part of most members tc. endeavour to 
obtain that end, but hon. members not 
infrequenth·, in regard to principle& of this 
kind, are ·apt to lose sight of the great 
import:wce of the principle involved in the 
stah·ments they make. To my mind, there 
is no more important matter that this 
ho11< .nable House could be asked to deal 
·with than an Elections Act. It is greater 
and more importa:>t than the Constitution 
itself, hecau:•·,, after all, the Constitution 
under which we liv" is to a grtat extent ·a 
dead thing. The Constitution is only really 
galva.nisc d into life and into being through 
the express will and wish of the people as 
expre,.ed through Parliament. Conse­
quently, my opinion is that in dealing with 
Parliament and with the constitution of Par­
liament, which is anDther way of interpre­
ting the ElecLions Act, we are really deal­
ing with the very basic principle of consti­
tutional governnwnt and of responsible go­
vcrnm·mt. vVe should think of the privileges 
appertaining· La the position we occupy in 
Queens]a.ld or in Australi'l.. Hon. members 
who ·are opposed to thi .. matter have sought 
to show how the Covenmwnt were endeavour­
ing to preYont people from rocording their 
vote .. , and endeavouring to prevent people 
from getting on the roll. I do not for one 
single moment attribute to ·any po .. rty or to 
any Government such an unwort;1y motive. 
It is equally imporiant that we should recog­
nise that it is rizht that everybody entitled 
to it should get his n:tme on the roll, and 
use the franchise to which they are justified 
and qualified. It is also equally important 
that we should take steps to prevent the 
use of the fr.anchise by those people who are 
not entitled to it. That is an aspect of the 
que-tion which h-as not been dealt with by 
our friends opposite. They have sought to 
make out a c~' Je tD the people outside against 
the prcn·nt Governmz nt ns being anxious 
tn haraE.' the outsid•. people by preventing 
them from e-etting on the roll, but they have 
not for one single moment shown the slight­
est <lesire to safeguard the rights- and 
privile·,es of thos .. 3 identical people outside 
by ., llo>< ing people to come in and interfere 
'' ilh the Go,, ernment of this count!'}· who 
have no right to <lo so. After all, that is 
>n equal!;: important matter. We know 
how frequently the very greatest matters 
turn on little thing·s. We know how not 
infn,quently the history of a country may 
be determined b: .. - a single vote. We have 
seen in the history of Australia how an 
alteration has taken place in the Govern­
ment by the lo ,, of a sin,:;le S'*lt-aEd I -am 
ple:~sed to see it-and it is within the range 
of pos,ibility that SUC'~l a thing may oocur 
at any time, and it might happen, as it has 
happened within the last fev; weeks. We 
have se(~n the socialist Government re1noved 
from their place of power in the National 
Parliament of Australia, after a carnival of 
high expenditnre, and after a carnival of 
debauclwvy and expenditure, and •after a 
long run of <·'ass legislation. We h.nve seen 
all that pass away, only as the result of 
winning one seat. Fortunately, in thie oose, 
it has bucn a step into the breach just at 
thB psychological moment by a Government 
which diF;)Iaced another Gov-ernment which 
h!'d been there for the last three years, and 
this Governm,mt may possibly oo able to 
repair something of what has been clone by 
the late Government. 

Mr. HuxHAM: Only possiMy. 
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Lieu~.-9olonel RA~KIN : I can only quote 
the o:nmon of a plulmopher with regard to 
the individual-

" Every action that a. man commits 
enters into the substance of his being, 
and he ca,n never be aft-erwards what 
he was before." 

I als'.> say 1vith regard to the nation th<1t 
with every enactment placed upon the 
statute-c,ook, although it may be possible to 
some extent to repeal it and straighten 
matters out by a subeequent Government 
still that nation nn never after'rards b~ 
wh<1t it might have been under more bene­
ficial legislation. I say that such a con­
tingency might possibly happen in Queens­
land. It might be poEcible-thouo-h I trust 
it will not be-that through the :xercise of 
a single vote to which a man or woman 
might not be legaily entitled-it might 
happen through the exercise of that single 
vote, C1:tt 'vo should see a socialistic Govern­
ment on these Trea,mry benches. Let us 
oo~mlo: rev;:trd what would happen if such a 
c!llanuty ever overtook Queensland. (Opposi­
tiOn laughter.) If \\XI found a. so0ialistic 
~overnwent occupying the Treasury benches 
m Quecnslan~ they ,would .at once begin to 
put mto practwe that platform of which they 
make sw'h a proud boast. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Lieut.-Colaw,~ RANKIN : What about the 
man on the land then? (Opposition laugh­
ter.) Down comes their land tax on him. 
What aloout ~he :mrking man in the country 
who Ohns hrs httle freehold, and perhaps 
.a home under the provisions of the Workers' 
Dwellings Act ? All this would be swept 
away rrs the result of socialistic legislation. 
It is within the range of possibility that 
unless we put sufficient safeguards into this 
Elections Bill which we are discussing .at 
the plee-,crt time, it is possible that through 
some error-through perhaps the exercise of 
one vote by a person not so entitled to it­
it might be por.sible that a socialistic Govern­
ment would occupy these Treasury benches 
and in putting their platform into practic~ 
show to us something of that mis-endeavour, 
if I may us" such a term, and that feeling 
of indifference to the welfare of the country 
which has been shown by a sociali,,tic Go­
vernment in another place. We have a. 
perfect right to safeguard the rights of the 
people in this young country in ev-er~· way, 
and to make sure that those people coming 
into Queensland, whom we are going to take 
into partnership in this State of ours, 
wheth<cr they come from other States or from 
countries oversea, we havu a perfect right 
to examine, and to make sure of their bona 
fides b~ fur-.:., 've give them .a voice in the 
mana;,:em •nt of this State's affairs. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Quite right. 

Licu~.-Colonel R \::"!KI"": It is pcrf<·ctly 
right and p<,xfcctly reasonahlc. 'iVA should 
be just as unfair to the gre::tt mass of tho 
people if we erred in the direction of allow­
jug people to vot-' who -hould not vote 
as vve should be in goi::g to t!u~ oth~r ex­
treme, and pn>sing l<'a:(islation which would 
pr:event people who arc entitled to vote 
exercising the franchi•,D. 

An OPPOSITION ME~IBER : Why did you go 
to the Boer war? 

Lieut.-Colonel RANKIN : I went to the 
Boer war to uphold the dignitv of the 
British flag. I do not desire to e,;}ter upon 

a detailed discuP.·ion of the contents of this 
measure. Most people will a~Tce that, \Vhile 
it m'1,c not be a perfect measure, it goes 
a long "\'\"ay to\varJs in1proving the present 
ro,itiorr of affairs. If I wert' asked to put 
rny firJ~\-,r o:.-.:. the rr1ost salient feature of 
tLH .argurnfnt., used by my J,,arned frienC, 
~ ho Jr,ader of tho Oppocition, a' d right 
tl1rou;,:hout the rank and file of his part':, 
I should say that it is to be found in the 
02',-;J ~:{nt.Jnco, "\Vhy do you not copy the 
Conl'~10H\VB<" ~th Go~~ ,:::rn_.._lont? " lt would be 
L LOC·t tlificu!t thing to find in the hi,,tory 
of any S: ·,te 01° cou.htry having- con_-titu­
tion.J g-ov;·rn~ncnt, or in the hi~tvry of any 
~ tunnnity having a franchLo at .all, a n1ore 
deplorabl state of affairs them obtained 
throu<shout the len '4th and br"adth of this 
( ')Untry at fhe Ia· t Fethral election. 

)ir. I:-IR\~,-AN: Frotn the Tory point of 
vie:\r. 

Limrt.-C0Ionel RANKIN: Do• s the hon. 
n1embcr kno-w the nlr':tning of tho \Yard 
'• Tory "? V\t'h~·r"C-" are the To-des? 

Mr. BAR!lER: On tlnt side of the House. 

Lieut.-Co!oml RANKIN: Ho's ridiculous! 
h is just ah·mt as fooli,, h as to throw 
,across this Chan1ber the word " con8 ~rva~ 
ti vo." \V e arc consen ativoq in one thing­
:v,·e are consen ative> of tho public weal. 

GOVERNMENT ]/[EMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Licut.-Colond RANKIN: But as far as 
tlu word Tory is con~·H·ned, it is puerile, 
ridiculous, and unworthy of the man who 
mad'" the intericdion. Is the Fedcn.l Eke­
tara! _\ct so pe;·fect t 1rtt we ,c,hould copy it? 
Have membero opposite Phown that the 
Fcderaf ekction law mal.<>s for perfect 
equu:ity, or that it W:lS periectly s1nooth 
in ifq operation at the last Federal election 
_,o perfect that it justifies us in copying 
that bw? I think not. Indeed, I will go 
a otep further and say, without any fear '!f 
contradiction, that the p· rsoLHel of thrs 
present Parliament, c;:nbrar:ing m~1nbers ?n 
both sides of the Hou. e, is men that rl' 
me abPrs are in every way: intellectually and 
otlwrwic.,, juc:t as well fitted, and possibly 
b'ctter fitted,' to create an electoral system 
n• xe th<' meP11~rs of the Federal Parlia­
mc•nt. \Ve are coubntly hr<tring from 
nH '11b'-·rs onposite ahont what th•' National 
Par!i·lm•"nt. ha• done', .as if the National 
Parlit.nl':'~tt, m~xei;r b~,caus,__, it ha.pp0ns to 
bn a N"ti(,nal Parliament, was composed of 
'rll'n of hi,Qher n ental calibre than t'le mem­
bc,rs of this Stale Parliament. I suy it is 
,-,,•, There are nwmbers in the Federal 
Parlinrnent who failed to secure a seat in 
this Clutmber. Does that show that the 
cap:teiiy required of a. Fedora~ member is 
greater thfm the capacity. reqmred from .a 
member of the State Parhament? I say rt 
does not, and I also affirm that the end of 
wi,s,lom in this matter has not be+m reached 
bv the F,cderal Government. There is no 
r::,a ,0'1 why, with the knowledge that we 
possp-,g, ai1d with the ar-.~·ista.nco of our 
friends opposik, we should not be able to 
1-ring into Existence an electorEil law, not 
onlv more workable and more liberal than 
the. Federal law, but also- one that will be 
more cr.kulated to accompli:h the object for 
which we are all labouring 8,t the present 
tim+•, Exception has been taken to the 
difference in the period of residence ~:equired 
in order to enable a pereon to become 
eligible for a vote in Queensland as com· 
pared with the period required by the 

Lieut.-Colonel Rankin.~ 
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Commonv,ealth Parliccment. "\Ve arc told 
that the K atie1nal Parliament only asks for 
dx months' residence to qualif;y a p~rFon for 
enrolment. \Ye imist unon twelve m.)nths. 
I submit that we ",re just as comnet<··nt to 
say which of those two periods is the bf·Uer 
one as are members of th+> Federal Parlia­
ment. 1£ we think that tweh0 months is 
better than ~ix months, why should we follow 
the examplB of a body of m0n who are ]cs• .• 
compet<·nt to c]p·,j with our affairs than we 
are ourselves? I cont<Jnd that we slvuld 
J·•)t be · acsinv ri 0•htly in doi1·g w. We 
want a man to be twelve montho in +)w Siet' 
b :f(\l'e allowin "4' him t0 Ytr!, UnLil .·: very 
sho. t time ac ''the countrv ·•··hich ···a, .•!•:.-an 
held up t., us n ., an oxainple wa.., Ar_:_J,, ric~u,. 
I arn 11 )t a\·-,raro that a.n~-:- coun/ry nrH:·. r the 
·:nn ha:) sho"'Yn uch rauid c1 .. pa::. sian, ...:oin­
nlC'TC;ally, iih1u:::triallv, and in othel' :re­
spect~, ,ts _t\nlerica ha, done during the lr""t 
hundred years. But do hon. members oppo­
site believe that they would get n vote in 
thr· United State after six months'· residence? 
No; J:o,.,fore 'ou can become a citizen of the 
L' nitc·d Sta •;;s you have to sho" your bona 
fides by residing there for three yeJ.trs; and 
I contend that before a man is given a vote 
in Que<me1and he ought to prove his bona 
fides as a citizen of this Stn.te. Members 
on the opposite side of tho House, and 
members on this side of the How·'P, have 
expended their energies, their we:tlth, and 
their hbour in Queenshnd, and have worked 
and sufferefl in the earlJ· stages of its 
developmpnt to build it up to it, pree,.·nt 
position. Have they not a perfect right to 
command that he who come., in to Phare in 
the :tdminishation of the .affairs of this 
State should. at all rventf'. be more than 
a mere passing butterfly-that he has come 
here, it rnny b"', wiihout 1,1\•-,alth, Lut with 
bone and sinew, so that he is not likc'v h 
be carri-ed a\vuy, in n ll10'c1cDt of rL,:ntal 
aberration, and give o. vote w:. ich might 
ha..-e the dfc··.·t of putting inh power a 
socialistic Gov(' 'nnlent, ~bringinp.; jn i'ts tr~•in 
a ch,_~ph\r of ruin and dr-,:;;:ir? L0t us ee0 
how \ve propose to irnprc"rn throuJth this 
rnGaf ure, the present s~:,bm. I say that, so 
far. as Qu•·ensLnd is concerr :,d, 'the qualifi­
c:ttwn has not b·:cn vtatori:Jly altered. Jf 
\VP Strike OUt the Ono"' solitarv arg"Ul "lent of 
tl,o Commonwealth system, no valid r£ason 
has bA,o" giren wh~· six uonth · •;hould be 
subsiitutcd for twel.-c. We may well let 
tl:e _~_,volvo n1onths pJ f0r a f:.i:x_· ":hin:-r. for 
it. is

1 
a fa;: fhir:c tt~~t a. n·a.n Fll?uld sho'. 

his oona i1dr .s In tz~at \'· av. Le:- m0 n01-V 

come to tht: most brilliant fc .tture in the 
whole Rill, and that i·. thB :,.cJeoicm of tl.e 
postd vote. I am not r-.Jir. ,. ' 1 1 • bour this 
question, for :, ~Ju ha~,~c alre:1d;~ h~;1-rd '"' good 
d1·ol of it, but I e mno·, r<''rain fr0•11 c·:­
prc.'''"ing ElY ~· dn1iraFon for ihe prr- ~·£mt 
Goyernrnc:1t in ·~hO\';ing 1uch a h.·1hf1y desiro 
for th,, public welfare c·s to r.·inst'cte th • 
po"'tal vote. 

An 0 '"OSIH:JN ~-1' "B~P: Aw you serious. 
or ;-, rC' JU only ·"n1ilin g : 

L .. :ct.·Color·-1 R.l.XKIN: I"· 112• er m<m• 
scrio'7S in n1y li:t<. This i--. not a, n<rtter for 
latL~"hter b,:; a""l.Y n1c'-'ns, a.nd sOLh' of tJ,· ·:,• 
p,_:oplB rho will l-1,·-.:s tho prPsent GL.vcrn:t·lc_at 
for the incJu,ion c.f t!1e poe tal vot0 , re not tho 
people who win b<~ smilinc at our etforts. I say 
the presPnt Uovf'rnmcnt have .shown n ver'7 
keen de,ire to .'Tive c·venon • who is qualifie;i 
to vu,te thP- r: ··ht ar:,J privilr<.;,~ to exercise his 
vote. I am not. going to qU<,te the spN·ch of 

[Lit:ut.-Colonel Rankin. 

the· lion. Andrew FisLer, the wrialist.ic chief 
of the Commonwealth, in ,,, hich he stated on 
the D('Or of the Federal House that he had 
spent years in \iueemland trying to educate 
tllc people of this State up to th·' advantages 
of universal suffra .. c, of Ill h tho postal 
y,,t_' :n:IuJt f( nn a ne•:e",ary ~'OI0~:ary. 

An HoNO!'.!:UB~c; nL~~m'3H: Vlh, did he re­
viof',- it: 

Liout.-Colond RA;'\KIN: Dtung- the ro­
c·~llt federal campaign tlu.,rc vas a grLat dL~tl 
of di·_,_,Uf-:ion vn this pc,~t-al votL. At a nlC-P,t­
int; I happ'n;.: -! tn att:), J ., pronlinP-:':lt ;La;·.our 
rr.:tn !;1c "\VJJ~ not a ':'nen1LLT of l)arhan1cnt) 
had a ~,1;-·.--:.v ~f,:, -~~J •·;:y Dll th.~ qtH.,jon. 
\\"l1t:>n re:~lring fr,__·;:1 • ,~e L\11 tLrs rnan wus 
rtl~l ctrryi·:.Lf: ou HL drsc':;~·3Ki-Il, and I hn:trd 
hitn rP11~ .. ~d\: ·in a loud t.JIJe of voic ~, "It is 
~: n·lt tir,.:.o the L-:rliG,lr p,.fl] did a ay v. :~h 
the po~taJ yo~u; t.h~y havd nen•r '-"-on :..::,n 
lf'lcction -~nt ~ they lL1d it-." I give YOU 

exactlv the n~son ,,·hv the Labour party 
repeafed it. It was simply that they could not 
win .an <?lection with it. And I say that that 
is one of the weakest reasons, perhaps, which 
chl.racterisc.;; any election ."peechc:;; COI11Ing 
from the oi her · sid,·. 'The rE ,re:.,ns of hon. 
nwml"""nrs on the op1}0':jt8 side for doing any­
thinrr or l\t"'{. dc~in~ anYthiiJ'! are IW1 that the 
thin~ is rip-ht, or- hc;;:_,st., or uprio·ht, or for 
t1le ' dbn· .,f th<· country, hut rdrely be· 
cause it does not 'uit them. That is to say, 
it will not enabh them to win an el0ction. And 
I ;:,~, fl.~~-t rolitic~ r.-· t d<,,·;n to ,4 ';"l~r~. lo·w 
kv,l iwJc.od '.c·hcn any me ,,Jbers or thrs ( ,•am­
ber allow themselv<·-i to b·' influ ··n1·ed, when 
dealing with electoral matters, by .considering 
in -.;,vh ... ~·r. tl. :se m1.ttcrs <.rc ··O~n·: to a.s·:'.;Jt 
thf'n1 or ir p<1rLy. \\~e -.;,-.;,ant t:) lcok at 
these matters in the right light-whether they 
are- L<..ne-~t, 1.vhether they are r~·-asonable, o.r 
\Yhcther thrv arc:. ju·.:. \Vith r<':""rd to tlu; 
poctal vote. I m"·.t. ,,a~ that it is undoubhdly a 
chani"n in the right dir,·ction. Probably so:ne 
:'-nan ~"11endn1011t,~ could iP1pl',>V8 It. I think 
it, "hon1c~ be .:._,_la'~ 1nr:re t.l''V than it is Et the 
pr<>··e:ot time. I dare say· there may have 
been .abuocs in the past., but. after all, I wnuld 
a· k what ho•r;n tho:•(" ubusn had dono. The 
1> .J gr.<lL,c>t ;.:EL'·:', +1:,(r I c..n1 j:-naMi"e i:r.:_ the 
Federal legislation. or to oec,rr under ~ny 
ek·ctDr:tl legisl.lticn. would be p]urc.l vobng 
or per um~t,ion. (Opposition laughter.) These 
rre the bvo m0st imporJ.·~nt :hingr:! and if we 
t ke i hnse t -~ -J i; . .Jc._s r:r}t ru,lttf'r a great 
.i{; l L n the '· · lh~---tl:at. -;r vvhetl.:cr 
t 'Y Y e> hv 1 ( ·< •>r L.;- 1nllot. T ~. lb ·;c days 
L 1, c·s a. rt.., -_~_ot ca 1 -·<1'7 rnu~h "l·ho 

, , hT· ~l. \' - ; d til n:·.J Lf> fl~"'JUt 
t··.:c.; of i:-:· ~·-·"t1'·'r o·1 'n1r,yn, n. 

', knD' V· _ry \YCJl \;hen it : "';1JCS j Q 

rolliag:-dc(y <'a.ch prrty fla1.:nt their colours. 
F "',P !'l,n eli 11ir·1.te ;rlur<.t1 votinrr ud per~ 

n.~htn-,eha1 • alo~: -~.,J-
,,,. f'U·.r:.~ ilJF l~·Y. ;:·n 

:""')n.;lJ! in."~ U··ir~:; in. 11 ht""f'\S. I 
Tt'" 1 1JG'. ''0. oFu· 0._a111 ''LP ,JS r··v~nn~ 

why~.\~~ ccn-<i<i.r tb~ pn;.-\!.l V<•t' nr~:e·_''3,'1ry. 
Th(• h'i.Vt: 1, i-'11 dC';Il~ - ith '"\· ~-. L~·~.v c_r all 
s;-.:h•F. an. -.,:.;~1• n1 y r{_-..,: .t:Jj::- r~u t·:_,~ J_t -:,·.-dl.hc 
·<ffi i':n! 1y ~Jt Jfll~:-1( 1 f)l'f Y · . ..; b ··111 7 
U . l - fD H.dV. rrhc rl DJ.f' i:_·;r-c~r-j ;!lt 

1 -.i:·_·r r--f'rr~ _ _l to=~? tl-p Bill i:; thr !'-, r: t.ic--n 
in tl-c Elc'c1ians T·ibP.naL I think the karler 
of c,.-~ Orpo8ltiop Sf -~11(.1 t.o r.e::~~·l1 f~vo.ura~~y 
t]w pro~)or-:::.rl rnar--p r1 {h"· ~ux·1:twr~ --'--_1(-'1 

did not find fault with e>nyihing .at all 0xcept 
with re•~ard to th2 portion dealing with the 
C' 1 ii··~inn. :y~} <:f the p:-r'h:l cJ a;.:--.. 0-.ivr'~. t:J"nder 
+he Bill tlH· :naHoer has tD ~om" l dore a 
District Court judge, or a Supremo Court 
judge, or a ~·,arrister or a :C;oiicitor of five 
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years' standin[;. The bon. men1ber pointed 
out that he thought it would hs 

[8 p.m.] an ztdvantage tD diminato the 
barriRter and so,!icitor element. 

It ':'all no doubt a very eftective display of 
bacrrfice on h1s vut, and mmdcntally, to my 
mind, it was an excellent su,cgostion I '" 1 

fully in accord with that idea. It is be~ te' 
from many P'Jints of view th .• t should 
have men altogether remo,-cd from any 1 ·lS­

sible charb •. of bins, and I lK•p. som . alto.·,,. 
tion in that direction m~v be brou[l"ht a'oo •t. 
I do not know "hat the Gov.3rnmm.r thi _:, 
about the matt•r, but it str;kes we that the 
argw:1c:1ts of the lead· r of the· Op{JC·sitio·, iJ 
th:1t rcg:·nl ·.rc ],..rfectly c otmd, ,nd i is L · 
practice of membelo on t'lis ,<ide alwaYs to 
LtkG notice cf \,.nnd u,rg-urrwnt: ar,d be ,~-!1ided 
by them. 'rherc -..vrre o·r· 0 1.' t\Yo 1n~.tt-)rr 
mentioned by tl,e hon. wemb.·r for (\;r>lill' -
ham as possible improYcmonh. One was with 
r-egard to prt'fore~_;_Lial voti11-_·',, ,,nd al:,,> in re­
gurd to tlH' \•J:ntirs:·nt ,,y~e. The hofl. mem­
ber said h ·. thought it was de Jir:.tHc that this 
contingent Yotin:; should be mada compul­
sory. 'rh~t appears to nw {h being very 
r0asonahle, because there is o1w thin!; v e 
9hould "uard again .t, aeld tl::,· is that n:> 
memh•r in this Chamber should represent ::. 
minority of the dector,, for his divi,ion, and 
without ha.virw a C<•'ond btllot, as they havco 
in New South Wales, the only way to 
a._ccomplish that would l:c by making the con­
trngen: vote compulsory. \Ve have he,L·d a 
good dral, both in this Char,llc'·r and oLttsi cl,;, 
on platforms nnd in the p~1blic Prf'',S, \vi1-h 
reg .. trd to the introduction of a voter's right. 
Personally, I w"s rather hopin;,: th:t. ,o;,-,e 
provisim~ rnir:ht be made in the Bill with 
r<'gard to this m ter. It strikes me ilo bein ,. 
a n1·0st effect,ivr ,,_:ld efficient '' ay of securir ~ 
an abs0luh ly true rt:LOl'd of the opipion oi 
the v ..... t8! .,_ It would be a good thing in 'l'er_v 
way, and would lead not only to a purc>r roll, 
·but to purer elections all through. Ho·Yev,,-,., 
as ti .. ; (~ovnmrr'lt bt'o not thour:ht it 
advisal·le tc0; take th.• r:.:mf' Yiew, a.:1ci' hav< 
uot br<:·;lg :.,t

1 
tln.t. .~_o::_ v"ard,. I can o:1l~ C'Xpr·_· .. ~1 

:,1y re:;rc . crclm e I f0· .. •l 1t '•O' cld h ,yo dm;,· 
a l:. ... t to a·;t:'"•rrli ~~1 w}r~:- ·we ar0 tn in'.'~' to 
bring about "t tl·e prrrnt time. Broaalv 
speakinc;, ,I 1 hink it will be cone< r~,,d tha-0 
this n1casure :;oes a lo'-,'-: ":; n.y t'1 · ar.~h remo.-...~_ 
ing r·J.ny of tLe ano"1l~lies that exi,t L1t the 
prE:'k\!lt tim0< 

}Ir. HARDA\'PE' It will create more. 

Li,cut.-Colonel RANKIN: It may be ,;,s the 
h.Jn. me~~'lc~r for Lcichhardt 9hys, but he at 
all eVC'nt• h.:s fail -d to sJ-qw mco that it 
\\'o:A.ld rrrtto Il11r''O rnomaJi,:.- ~. 

Jilr. TF?ODOlsE: He h:_,_s r··)7 ·-pokon yet. 

LiJu: -Cobntl P \:L',KIX: The hon. IT/m-

bf~r 11:-, not 1 -J~ I L";tit ·d :1ntil a. 
fair rl'::;-~er of ":~ rs on th-! oth _'r Pid-·J 
l1ad -o;pokPn, t.:nd I fr .· .. 1 \Jy conf{-~'3 tlrtt · itl1 
tl1e exc>~Jti-011 of one < t·> o minor n1attms, 
no anr:mJJiJ~ h.1,VG h"E•n poin!;-8cl out bv 
speakers on tho o' ;-,cr si-dn, nor do I think 
hon. rrvn11-- ;r..; OPl J itc~ 1~ ~;,V{' been g'Tiilt~r of 
Lrinp;1n~ fo:: 7,':,·.rd & TV v0r,1 ;.:r·'"'n~ ar:~: ·',ll1~nts 
Lr;r:i:n:_--,: tho racJ.,-rro ~.'l: it·, ~ndP . ..__ Tht~'V have 
been comparatiYely innoc~d of leYclling any 
ch:ug-e~, but they l <we :ri d to chc--1,- 'hat this 
is a b:....ckward mon,;:rent. I S'I'Jmil th;.,t it 
is n ,: It. is a forward mo ,--w··Jt. J'yen if 
adopted in its present for.'l, wi+hout , .. merrd­
ments d any kind, it ,, .. ill ht''C- iho effect 
Df e3tab!iching a purer e.nd better F' -1te of 
things at ek.ction; tha'l "' e havo at the pr :­
~Bnt ti1ne. It is impo~;.ihlc to get a;,yay 

from the fact that the danger11 S\trrounding 
the carrvin~ out of e!P< tions in a large scat-­
t~red ,.;untr; :.:uch a3 this, are w··U nigh 

"insuuerable and in~ !.ead of trying, in a C.:Lp­

t~ouS ~pirit"' to pick holDs in what is brou~ht 
forward, the tiJY1 '· den and,., the occaswn 
demands, and the ., .. IJjcct demands that we 
should try to bring to b<oar the. best energy 
ar•J tlw bv··t mereta! effort that 1s m us, and 
so~ fra>nr~ t.hP Bill and im~rove what is in 
it, th":t it m :y b:, ,,_-ortl,- of the high pur­
po~·c for which it js intended. 

Gov~RN~.n;:<T )fEliLT~HS: II<.'.a·. h 'rtr 1 

~\;lr. TIIEODOR~ (Uhllac:oe): We have just 
had ._::, rather curiouJ irA·tan!'e of an han. 
1Ue1nbcr of this House ·,, ho cla.in1s to h~ ve 
c'-.l·tain <J'i1lOt tati'" i\""·ndm,.cit"' Rupporting 
-with his very f-ervid oratnrv this retn):;rade 
,~,Y) of ~he Go~'\__ rnr:_1ent iH th<- m,_<hod of 
d~~lin ...- y;ith election matters. \Fe h.1Ve just 
had aa ho7!. member who chims to be &ome-­
vvhJ,t furfLur advanced in dE !nocra('y than 
most memh- rs on that side of t~,, House 
backing and bolstering up, in apparently 
sincere language, this orwious attempt of the 
Gc\'8rnmcnt to diefranchise thousands of 
voters in Quer·nsland. I consider the state­
mc·nt that th:c pre·-'mt Bill will broaden the 
franchise, .'nd will give dectoral freedom .to 
people vd1o have not been aLle w exercise 
the fran('hise as nothing bu~ pure_ effro_ntery. 
For an,t person, having ordmary mt<>lhge:"ce 
and having thi, Eloctirm, Hill before h1m, 
and after inH· .. :ti?ating it, to come . to the 
onclusion that it bro:~den~ the francluse and 

gives doctoral li1)erf:y ~o IlP~Jpk~ ~~vho do n?~ 
nO'h pc·"s~- th--, francluse, ,<nd trd1,,t tbi~ B!l.1. 
is juf'tifial:lo on tlK·'C r;rounds, _then that 
pc .. r>on mu .. t b0 blinJod b:; politiCal pre-­
judie:', EV·1 there c,;~n be no other rea·<)ll for 
his uking vp that Rhnd. It can only be 
explained bY the w,.<,umntion that the hon. 
member is • DhOe,sed of colossal cheek or 
volL ... ··al igLo..:.anCi'. 

Mr. E. B. C. Con 1 R: It is only his honest 
o;•in.~.on. 

:Mr. TiiT','JDOR;:: It j, h;, opinion, and 
it is an Ol;~Jl:.)n ·,_:~at at t~~l>J Jn·e,.unt rn_oment 
I am r .mt. "'in~..:- and whwh I a:.1 tryrng. to 
confutP ar.d the int•-rpretation I am planng 
on the Bill is simply my opinion. I would 
point out thd the: hon. mpmber for Bu;rum 
\Vent to t,Jr:sichn;:blc p~uns to try anq ex­
plain that L!i mbers on this side are desrro~s 
of 1'-!'eV··~'.lti:r..g cf-:rtain .p}ec•_0r~s from ~,· ... ~el'CIS­
in2· the frar,ohih ·-thnt in th 1r opposrtwn to 
th~ pc t,d vote the:· ,.,e. dbirous of pre­
vc:ut.ing sici-: worn,··n and r.1rk p~rsons gener­
ally frorn exercising- the fra_l::..:l1l~':r-·, an.J that 
in "th·c~ :_hev ;:·_·e PH'l n.or:·~c\lc, b:.:ca.l.SG they 
.J..-.sire to o·p~Jos~ t}>· nropr r 0Xt0nsion o~ a 
fr,\nch;:-e to inc~udP- ,_·dl adult persons hct.ving 
th" n'·c2'"arv 1' .. - -.idential <Tcnlificat:on~. The 
fact is th3t this p1·opnsal is' nn nttcmpt to fake 
t,wav •'c.!ih --at--lv th< franchise from those 
who"h,1 u ''·d i,- intclligeml:v and wh0 ha-:e 
not n d in a corrupt n1;:,""lnor, so far as It 
has l - 1 ,·xnlai--,ul in thi3 Chamh-r-h taka 
a,-~\ t~e 6'~t!:chi~~· from thousands of bonU. 
:G 1c l"-'" ~it~-eH '- in th:s St<;l\·::, aL:l r~err~cns \V~O 
Rh·'Jn~d i1aY .' th" franchiei·'', if any pp•son ;n 
thiq R: .,/-e ~'~ •Jnld. 'J'l.~:n ar·' person.-: In 
oc ounation < '' hir .. h J'( q:,jrc' thr m to Lucomf' 
n--~r.; or 1· nomadic and \Yho. hof'3.U:18 .of 
tho exir:,-nc!r-·~ of their ocrupations, or b-e­
r -~- of o: ~,~,r circumsbJ.r;f,·s~ fi"~d it lJ-'~essary 
ac ,Jn,; tin,c of the year to kaYe the elec­
torate in hich thAv reside. For the sake 
c-f giving a few :.or-ore of sick pers~ns a:· vot-e, 
t.h-, p;utv o;oposih; are prcp•trLd to drsfran­
ehir .. 13,0GJ ele.:toro. There were 13,000 

Mr. Theodrm. ~ 



874 Elections Acts ( ASSJ<JlYIBL Y.] Amendment Bill. 

absent voters who recorded their votes under 
the absent \·oters' provisions at the last 
gen.··-ral el~ct:or:s. A majority of these, I 
mamt:m, under the proposal introdurc:d by· 
thP Govmmnent '>ill be whollv di,franchised 
at the forti·.' >Jming elcc< ion. And I want ·to 
g1ve my r.·.c;son ±or brlievinr,- that. There 
were-~ as I have said, 13,000 who recorded 
thmr votes a>. ab ·cnt vot. rs at the last elec­
tion. There WC>J a con'''iderably greater 
ny~ber of f ~ec~ors who '" P.r<~ absent fron1. 
t..: __ , 'Ir clect~rah ~ rnany of \.vhom, of c'Jurse, 
d1d 1. ·t vote. llnt even taking into account 
the~ o;_;er1!ion oi the postal vote provision, 
an • ,.tlo\Yin., for the ·m:dl number of those 
persr,,--" •-- ~10 will b0 able to w:erci{m their 
V•Jtes in that "<LY, I contend that at least 
10,000 or 11,0(/) ill be absolutdy disfl·an­
cl:-i~e.rLl b(/:ause th0~7 will be absBnt fron1 their 
d!So•!( •. oc·fore the d:•te of the issue of the 
\\'Tit, and, con.::.:equcntly, \vill be un:-"b1~ to 
apply for the pG -t,J Yote or to vote in any 
other way for the district for which they 
are f''ll"clled. And these will all be disfran­
chised because the Pn•mier and his supporters 
think that a few sick persons should ~xerclse 
the vote. 

Mr. CoYNE : 'I'heir troubles about the sick 
persons! 

Mr. THEODORE: Yes, that argument is 
a specious one. It would certainly be repr•t­
hen,ible to deprive r0putable citizens of the 
franchis<'. 

The PRF.:\liER: How are th<w dcprivul <Jf 
the franchi3e? " 

Mr. THEODORE: I have jusL b0cn <'X­
plaining _\n5 per~on who may be enrolled 
for a di~trict ~:nay b·~ absent 'Vheo the \\Tit 
is i.:..::.:uef~. an'~ 'in conscquen1 ··J ''auld be 
preveatL;} frrvn vo! ing or applyn_t~ for a 
post;• l vocer'•· form. 

Tlw PR"?J:IER: Tiwt is eom~ihing whir·h 
oan ?_.c adju··.[<'d or t:rncnd~,l easil~v- enough. 

Mr. THEODORE: That i•; some thin~ that 
is _vital to thr Bill .\_t prc:_~nt. Tt is 

0

qnite 
cvid'•nt 1hat the han. r-~nf.Jman is r>re"Jared 
tu &,c:r-~A an a:me-.::.1Pl~··lt o£ th:·i_; .~.Ort .... L-t-,t 
the Opposition make tho an>endmcnts it 
desir , and tc.~ Bill will l· '·'· e the Chamber 
a good L:ea,u,'. (Law;hter.) Accept the 
,amr:-ndL1n1ts sug.-;~·;-;te-J bv this side and there 
will be no opposition to the thir'd re:tding. 
The Bill .si-nply makes reff'r£cwe to the con­
solidatP\l Act:·, and any a1ne?1dment with 
ref, re:n<· to it 1night be \7ell moved and 
accepted i·' Cummi~tee. It is quite evident 
that the arr;u1nent;:; u·"'''d bY hon. men1bers on 
this riJo in rc;;ard to the di,franchisemcnt of 
hont "( r..nd d·-" ·0rying citizens, 1v hieh ib pn1·t 
and p;uccl of til·) present propo<c !, ha Yl' 

had. ROme' effo, t on the hon. gcntlt·<:,an, ar- i 
lie 1:' nmr prc:'arf'd to limit th~· propo-:J. 
It i-. qu~_e 0vident th~~t he has b0en in1p:<,!S9ed 
'!:>/ th_"1 :~rgu1ner_f-::; of han. mer11bers, and hP 
1s nr.t pr-cpart•d to go :rs far &-1 he \Va··' to 
disfranchice the electors. 

The Pm~n>:R: Thf' obieci is not to di'­
f_raPchj.,J an;.·boi!.y. 'VP '~ '!.nt to enla.rge the 
franchise. (Opposition Ianghi,cn·.) 

Mr. TH.BODORE: The strange thing is. 
that hon. members opposite, before they 
heard the Premier's interjection that he 
would accept an amendment, claimed that 
the Bill enlarges the franchise. The hon. 
member for Burrum claimed that it was 
going to broaden the franchise, and other 
hon. members made the same contention. 
Now, ·let mo point out to the Premier that 
it will be necessary for him, when he speaks 
on the second reading, to indicate exactly 

[Mr. Theodore. 

hm\· he pwposu to enable the nomadiC" 
workcrc, about ,,·hom I have been 'peaking, 
t) exorcise the vote. It would he far better 
to rebin the akcmt voting provisions of th,, 
consolid,,tL•d Acts as they are at present. 

Tae PRE11IER: Oh, no. 
JVlr. Tf-IEODORE: The hon. gent~en1an 

evidently do: s not propose to retain the 
a!. wnt vot<' prodcions, yeL he cannot show 
any valid n-:•,on why they should bo rc­
I•Ndod. Unc1 •r th;· absent voting provisions 
t 1Jerc is eh ry safeguard, and there has qeen 
no f'Orruption at eitho1: of t1-w h\'O el{ ;,}ion"' 
in 19C} and 1912 which have been t JLduct0d 
in (:\ue.:m::cnd under them. There has been 
no ~i;·gle case to which any hon. member of 
this CllaL:ber ha~ ttLkcn exc{ phon. 

The PRE 11 HfH: J\:ot ne-ceo::sarily corrup7ion,. 
but sorncthing to which this Bill 'vill pro­
viUd son1ething '~J.perior. 

~fr. E. B. C. CoRSE'R: ..:\nd corruption, -(,-,,..,~ 

:f.-3 r. Tl-iEODOR:BJ: . '.rh(·rf} h::.s bet~n nG 

criticjsm of l :w .:JJkent vo+~, pro risions until 
this sef:~ion, and there ha, been no instance 
o£ irr~' ;::;ularity poir1~~d out hJ any hon. 
n1on1he.r; but it has been EhO\vn, as I ha YO 
ju·-t Fhown, that in 1912 13,000 peTPOn& 
'wailed tl.·. noelves of that raethrd of voti1 g. 
I w~nt to point out thnt cvc-;y po.<-ible 
safeguard is in<'lnded in tht conr,olid,Lted 
L\, h. 'Ih·' ballot-pap<'r thEt is iss.wd is 
issued to tho elector within a polling-plRcc, 
and he must record his vot-··· 'vithin that 
pollin~;-placP and depor it it within a ballot­
box in ti1~ volling-plae'·~. There C~!.n 1"9 no 
d~ng'<'r whei·e illf'l'0 art:· tho'' s·1fcgu'trd.<z. 
'fhen} }., everv chec:..: consistent with or~1inary 
co~~l;1_._(..:1 ;:,-,n"je a_qain"-;t imt)er~r,:l~tion or 
donble voting1 because the ccrtifca1 o has to­
b,, signed wheL tho ballot-parnr is handecl 
bJ the voter, showing his qlu:lif>ation and 
whero ho is enrolled. }md tLat is checked 
bc~?re the- y(J\·.~. is ,sountt d. \rl:c:~·'' tl.1o 
orcrnar;) prec~unons ljnat arc p:t'~~r:'HF·-~ 1n 
tho coP ..,olid:o+cd .f:~..cts aro ob "~"'Y·~d there 
can be no d~c;gcr of coTruc -tion or irregu­
J.arii->, and the 0xpericnce '-70 have had iu 
Queen> ~and d·u:_ng the I aFt t~," o elcctions­
nnL i: :-::-JW tha' the r;t, ... nt "',-ot~n.·' provirion 
are th,_ br and r tf.o·'t n1· fo:· 1)·."~r~P~'3" 
.;1b·-r;nt fron1 ih.:-ir nlectorate-, to ca::b their 
votes and thus e~.:er,~ise th0 fr -,_nchise. I\o~·r, 
the Goverunent claim th·,+ in this pro­
posal they are actuab'd by .a dPsiru t . ., 
b-..onden the franchit·e in e\ ~··rJ· po·h~ble wa~., 
that the~· ;,re ar1nahd b.c· symp.1th:c for si· k 
and di.'l>·bled l'i~::_·>·o!ls \Yho ca-:1not 'voJk to a 
po~lip_g--plrrce. It is stl--;.nge, if th('"' ~ro 
rcaliv actuat,;d bv the'" hig-h motivP<. that 
the.r .. hn ~-D not 1n'ade provi;ions for neiJor.:.·" 
\Vh;J ltO\V finr3 it diffif'nlt to ex,-·:·cis·:. thf1 
fr>nehis_•, quite :,"part £ron1 sicknc'-S or dis­
ablnment or anything of that kind. Why 
have they not made some provision to extend 
the qualificatio'l and enable poor\, who are 
l'·iving thnir b•~; i 1 this 8hto, ,,·ho arc 1\'0od 
ci+iz· of this b;<-,t-P" to ::~1-;::c t~Fir Rhare in 
;l,e rrov.ornmc•.t of th" countrJ? Why have­
tilev not made nrovision to extend the fran· 
c-hic" to thoRe pion0rrs who h·;.v,• riven of 
the br-'! ye;•rJ of their lives to tho dcvelop­
ID{'-nt of this country, and ,vho now aro 
domiciled in some charitable institution sup­
por',cd by the State? Why haYe th0 Govern­
ment not b;•en sympathetic enough to ex­
tend the franchise to those persons and give 
them some- say in the governm~nt of the­
country? Why have they disfranchised over 
1,000 people in Dunwich, if they desire t<l' 
see the franchise widened? Why does their-
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sympathy not extend to the persons who are 
domiciled thn·e? That is a que, lion that 
the Premier might deal with. The Home 
Secret;:ry, when moving the s:•Jond r<ading 
of thi.• Bill, tried to e•:plain why it was th:ct 
the GoYBl'llinent ga.vP no voh:s to these 
people. He 0 CJid, "Would vcu exnect anv 
Government to ex'end the fn.n•:hicz> i .. , p~oplo 
o~Jcup:,~ing a Governntent in<titution? \Vould 
you <'xpec:: the Go·. :•rnment to congrec at'l 
the In in one e1t- c1 oratP, and then endo1v 
them with th,~ frar:cllise in such a manner 
tb.~t tlwc·. might upset the seii·!cd poli~y of 
th::o,t p:',rt.cular ~led0ratc?" Y1 hv not? Are 
the•- to be disfranchi·~,_d ITt:1rClv bece_u~e 
their ox··•·cise of th.c franchise 'a!tf'rs tho 
ropresenhtion of the district in which they 
are C!omiciled? 1'/ auld that be a rear on for 
d~·-fra;'chisin15 _any pn•·on at all . in tl;is 
S .. ato. .If rt 1• a•l arguuent af';Hnst tno 
enfranch:--•emont of the P'\<·•1le in D·mwich 
iR it not an equally val(d a-rgument 1.>e;a inst 
tho enfranchisP:nrnt of public servants? 

The 8~.:'RETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Thoy can 
livt' in diffennt eledor~;tes. 

Mr. THEODORE: :frequent!:;- the Govern­
ment com·nence public works an-d have in 
their employ hundreds of men in one elec­
torate. Ipswich is an inshnco of this. In 
Ipswich there ar'l aggregated hundreds of 
men, .,'- ho by the exercise of the franchise 
sometimes alter th'l representation of tho 
district. Is there any justice in disfr:mchis­
ing th0on persons simph bec:wse thev were 
brought ther0 by Gov~rnment enterprise? 
There can be no validitY in such an argu­
ment. T~e Home Secretary was utterly 
poverty:strwken for som'l excuse to justify 
the actwn of the Government for -disfran­
chising- the old pioneers in Dunwich, about 
which we have h<:'ard so much from han. 
membe"' in this House. 

Mr. RYAN: It goes a(;ainst the Treasurer 
-that is the trouble. 

Mr. THEODORE: The possibilities are 
that thG people of Dunwich woul-d exereise 
th~ir vote against the repr-esentative of the 
Government in the district in which Dun­
wich is situated. There is no doubt that that 
is thee r•·al re<l'On why the people in Dun­
wich me dhfranchis,:d. The Government, 
or sor·,,e members of the Government, really 
fe:cr for tho political skin of some promiwnt 
member with regard to this matter. That is 
the mo-'t sordid motive that could be 
im,agi:-H:"Il., em~nating from hon. n1en1bers 
sitting on that sick, who claim to be inspired 
by the broadcol motiv'' ~nd the highest 
ideals in bringing down this measure-the 
desire to cnfrenclli'C a numoor of sick 
women and p<enons who have been hitherto 
disfranchis< cl. 

l\-1r. FORSYTH: It is the same in other 
State3. 

Mr. THEODORE: The hon. member for 
Murn1mba says it is done in no other State. 
I desire to correct him-it is done in other 
ShtP9, and in the Commonwealth itself. 

Mr. FoRSYTH : I lo:1Y m my&glf. It is done 
in some S+ntes, but not in others. 

Wr. THEODORE: I ""sure the hon. m)Cm­
ber that in the CommonweeJth persons in 
recPipt of Goyernn1e-nt aid have a vote. 
There arc thousands of nersons in the 
Commonwealth receiving- charitable aid from 
thf' funds of the Commonwealth, and those 
persons have the full right to the franchise. 
The Governmen-t assert that they de,ire to 
broaden the franchise. If they were really 
desirous of broadening the franchire, why is 

it they do not do something to enable 
persons to get on the roll more quickly and 
exnoditiously than can be done at present? 
Whv do thev not simplify the process of 
getting on the roll? If they. have a r~al 
desire to broaden the franchrso and grve­
freer r.>present11tion to the people of Queens­
land, let them turn their attention to re;1] 
el•·ctio.'1 reform, and not tinker .and tamper 

ith the election machinery as they a.rn 
doi,.g in the present propo,d. I want to 
ask th'. Home SeNetary, if he is dP·•:irous 
of carrYing- out a. democratic reform in 
rqard to electoral machinery, why it is that 
this prop,.·•·J de ' not in any wa0 deal w1th 
th" question of property qualificatior:? In 
this present ug<', when overyC?ne admrts the 
ri:Yht of ev~ryone else who .'s pos>essed <;>f 
e,-dinary common sense, who Is not a lunat!c 
:Jr criminal, to hnve the right to a say m 
the !!OV' rnment of the country if he possesses 
the necc'cilrv residence qualification-why is 
it we still ·allow a certain c!a"~ to have 
pri vil: o-es in that matter over all the rest of 
the co;;,munity? Why is it that we give 
'' x·cial 'lrivileg-es to the wealthy cla•s? 

2\Ir. FORSYTH: They only have one vote. 
Mr. THEODORE: They have a vote­

'hich places them in a much more ad van· 
tag-.ous position than other ekctors. A 
person who poss< ~.,-es property up to a cer· 
tain vc.lue in an electorate can be trans· 
fcrr!'d to the roll for that eledoratc without 
all tho harassing obligations of mak~ng 
application to a Regi,;tration Court, allm'· mg 
his claim f.:> bG considered for two months, 
and cubmitting himself to inquisitorial 
investigation. 

Mr. Gu>:N: He h1ts to do that before he 
c ,n get on the roll. 

Mr. THFODORE: Hcc does r.ot do that 
]:; ,fore h · transfers. All he h~s to do is to 
find out that he pos·•<'>ses prop:·rty in a 
f'~rtain dil'~rict, nud he can have his vote 
tran«fermd. 

Mr. GTINN: He haco, to get on for the 
rf'sidential qualification still. 

Mr. rll. T'ODOf:T': I v;;Jnt to point out to 
th•. Lon. nH~n1ber~ '\ ho ha·i evidently not r<<l:d 
the FiJI that Of'.r!~'·ns ·who have proper~y 1n 
tLl State d a' cermin value have privile(\'cs 
oYer persons who have not property of a h~e 
n' h··. H thc; de:· ire to transfer to the dis­
trict in whir,h, tlPy h:wo property, they c:tn 
do it \vithout de~:ty, withDut making ou~ a 
new clain1 p nd becoinir g for the ti1no beu;g 
dir<>nrollcd for anv district. Evidently the 
nrrst·nt GoY·.rnm.,,;t nphokls tho prir:-ciple of 
privil"C:<OS tv •>'.n cla,"·s .. We wrll rr:.ake 
Eome aHm..::1pt y 1.V(' ge~ 

1
1nto Con1.m1~tee 

tq do av,~a? altogether \VItn the prlilCiple­
of "' property quali(cation. The I-Iom_o Sec·_ 
r,'t.ary, "\Vl ,~n mavin,> the .r~,--'?on~ .rea~rng of 
fl;o Bill, S'_·id there "',vas a provrsron In con­
llPc*ion wir ~' nerPons clain1ing to get on the 
r-.-J] b:7 ., i:·l w of a re,iclence qualification 
1.quirinn· them to havl' resided for two 
Ll'Jnths in the district. Th~_\, principle !ea­
son, h-" "aid, for that was that thn denred 
to pr•· vem anything in tho nature of s>y>:mp­
ing an electorate. 'Under tho old prov~srons, 
no person cou!.l bcome transferred without 
a delav of at knst four months, so what­
ever ,,(,,.oible hope there could by of swamp­
ing an ('lf'~toraW under. th0se. circ~mstanccs 
is quite b:·yond the ordmary mtelhgence to 
understand. But granting that it may have. 
some be;uing- upon it, why has he not seen 
fit to wipe out altogether the property 
qualification. which giYes the very greatest 

Mr. Theodore l 
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f; r'ilit~.-, po;:-'-ible for ~w,..Inpin0 an de torah!? 
Elect,}rs alre,1dy enrolleJ, and possessing 
property in any electorate, can within 
twenty-fm1r hours tran-,,fer their name to the 
l'oll of that di ctrict, showing that the greatest 
facilities are given to persons to transfer 
and that ~h" c;rP-:Lte--t faeilitir"J are given 
for swampmg the elbctorate. 

1\Ir. G. 1'. BA::xE:,: It c.mnot be carried 
out. 

:.112'. TILEODUI~E: I wo:rld n1ention the 
I-:,isba.ne ckclor,;te in the la-,t general elec­
t.iorl, an;__l. aLo the '\lu.r Jorough elo•-;_,(;r?te. 
In :l'Jaryhol8u•,:h there ;,rn·e seve.tJ.::y-nh.:.•.:' pro­
per·,v-o\vnors in \Yidc B...,J -~. ~10 ., e,_·o el- c .;crs 
{)£ L.~o \~ .. i-~:J B .clcu,orate, and \~'ho c.ranb­
f"rr d Lheir Lctrnec immcdiateh before the 
day o.~ :he 1-J--cle: tion on tO the l\laiy­
b'Jrou ~·h roll. 

Th1r. I~. B. C. 8o::<~-<:JR: 'rhat i.; not correct; 
th.r1·e 1vere fc,_;_ ~ 7-four. 

)lr. TEEODORE: I acc-ept the cJrrec­
tion. On tho hon. nwmb~r's a·d1nission, i hero 
wore forty-four hllCh case, 'l'ho Pre 'Hier 
'' ill sc e thero is so,nething in the statement 
that thc1c aro facilities for >.3\VULlping an 
-Pketorv~c, "nd I hope whrn we get into 
Committee that he will remedy that. 

:Mr. E. B. C. CoRSER : It took weeks to 
do thai. 

Mr. THEODORE: It did not take as long 
.as it -,, ould requ ine .an ordinary elector to 
tr"nsfer who had removed hi, residence to 
another el:~cto1 utc. 

Mr. E. B. C. CoRSER: A :cood many v.ho 
vc(,.,J at Ir:--vich voted -o at thct by-eleP-
tion 1he L :bcur ticket. 

Mr. THEODORE: I want briefly to go 
Dver --,,hat --.-iJ! 1w the remit of wh<1t the 
Govcrnmc:~t propose in lhis Bill. It seems 
to tha --, if the Bill is r.;. nit d, the •Go­
., u1.ament are rruJring tb--' 1T"~c1e<'Pe quali-

fication P10rt' ctiffict1lt tL.at ever, 
1_9.30 p.m.] ber-ae<•c, tlw3- :·.re r.c,,:,jring, in 

, , additio:1 t~ th? ordir,ary twelv~ 
:tnon~ b.:. 1 oq'-'-~:1c) 1n ; t, ~· r .;Jt t \:·rn 1nc1th.~ 
rc,:i~c1i'llf'e iE ihe :Jartic'11ar district, ··,hich 
will cEsfranchiLe fct ye,, rs ce:·i.ain resident• 
of thil SL1tc-nwn Ycho are con-1-ant!y tra,,ol­
ling irDn1 one di~.t·dct to another, and \;,h-o 
nevvr hav- any St .. d.tlhJ rcsidenc \ for a great 
n1anJ, n1on1J1 in ~nv partie ular di':1tric:t, The 
hon. rnmn: .. cr for Eachu.I'1 : t:1,'r' (·-1 that it ,,--;~as 
not only conceivable 1 ·tt v-ery proh·1.ble, 
that "- largo numbe~ of c>,-,:.ord would be 
Y'"-n's in thB Si ,te bdo:J thp;· p,,, -"·ssLd the 
fr ... PC'hi a. The Home Sf"ff·tr:ry l!tU&~lrs a.t 
that. He is so obcc Jed by hie bolief th.<t this 
rn~~:-"f~IJ is as d~:;.1c:.Tn,+;c r it can po ~"ibly 
j-,c th he thinks l 11a' the i ·- no validitc· in 
a~!:,· .J.rgurn. nt 1~sod ar;-aiLs,t i;:;. 

The P~:·:\IlER: T~---. b,.--,n. , en1bor for 
Errcl-tan1 'ra.s not Ion.:--; in the 8 a;~e-he wn ~; 
not here for iour :rears. 

Mr. THEODORE: The hon. member for. 
Eacham was in the State lon(; ncugh to ~· '3t 
on the roll. 

Th.-- Hmm S1 •cREnrY : He ,,-as not here 
four years. 

The P~,Eo!IBR : \Vh : ,. the l- ,n. meiclbcr for 
Each-~m can do, ot!H rs can do. 

Mr. THEODORE: It i-, not tLe fault of 
the Home S<··"retary that the han. m mbcr 
for Eacha·n is not now in gaol. 

The Hmm SECRETARY : If he had been 
there it v oull have been hi" ov n fault. 

Mr. BowMAN : You did your best to get 
him there. 

[Mr. Theodore. 

Mr. THEODORE: The Home Secretary 
usLd a VJrJ po'-•:erful organisation-th·· Police 
Force-to h 0 and hound down the hon. mem­
L cr for Eachacu. 

The Ho~m SECRETARY: Nonsense! 

Mr. THEODORE: In wnnection with that 
ma'tter, the Home Secrc·tary was vindictive, 
spiteful, and narrow-minded. 

The Hmm SECI:ETARY: I ne.-er troubled my 
he"J aloout it at all, except to give instruc­
tions> 

Mr. THEODORE: When a jury om.1posed 
of Lir-mir:r;_cd Lon• t ,Eritishers, ahhough 
t:-c0 h c; po:it:,al opinions sa.me as thooe 
1-0 - • ed by hon. r-•embcrs oppos1te, camce to 
knr.·'~v tho fac c of tho c;.. 4C, they, ?/luhnut any 
h<'· it-at ion \Yhatever, ac.~uitted the hon. •w·m­
bc~· for EJcham. 

The HOME SECRI::,u:l: That settled it. 
l'Ir. BowM.\N: And you fell in. 

lVlr. THEODORE: The decision of the 
jury showed that the action of the Home 
Secretary in trying to hou":d do;'!n ~he. hon. 
member for Earham w::ts qmte unJustifiable. 

The PREMIER : It shows that what you say, 
that it takes a man years to get on the roll, 
is not trur 

Mr. THEQDORE : It is lJossible1 and 
highly probable, that, under certam mrcum­
sca· cc', it will Lke men 0-<ears to ge·b on the 
roll. 

The l'REMER: Your statements are ridi­
c.ilous-just like a lot of statements that 
cDmc from that side. 

Ivlr. THEvDORE: I will just quote this 
~~as·c. : TL_,~ work(_~rs in the sugar indusisry, and 
those eng·aged in thP pastor•-'.! _industry and 
the mimng indu-;try, for c0rlctm perwds of 
the year go o, er the bordnrs of the State. 

The PREMIER: Are they domiciled in 
Queensland ? 

)Ir THEODORE: Yee, but their occupa­
tions ·lead them .'CJr,wtim(- ., in:'?, Kow Sout.h 
\Y ales. TL,y arc bona fide res~aents of thrs 
State, but in following up -hearmg and o~her 
occupations they somedmes have to go mto 
1\iew South ~Valco for a month or two. Then 
when they come back to Qur•"nsland, bec~use 
of the fact that they have not lived. in 
Que~nsland continuously for the prcoedrng 
t~':elve wonthP, they will not b0 entitled to a 
vote. 

The Hm.m dECRETARY: You are wrong. 

Mr. THEODORE: Yes; they ]:ave to an­
"'\vcr tLis y_uestion-

" Have yuu bolla fide and continuously 
, .. , -•idcd in Que en&1c:r.d for the last pre­
L'" .\ing i·Yt·h~e month.«;?" 

The e arc hundr._,do of such workers placed 
in th::t nr: iti.- "· How is the hon. gentleman 
•·oin , to justif·· hia c'ction in attempting to 
disfr~nch:Ce them? This Bill proposes to 
disfr-:nchise all the m<-n enJ;"aged in that 
class oc "ork. It propos·--, also to perpe-tuate 
the property franchi··-'. . That is tL9roughly 
understood b., the Prewwr. It proposCB to 
set. up a ccr:'-'·-in privile[cd class, and at t?e 
s,Jmo time it propo:::;cc; t.o cohtlnue to dis­
fran .. hise all th .so p< J]'L; living ill charil;a,ble 
in-.titutions :>t the co.~t of the Government. 

Mr. FoESYTH: New South Wal"d and 
\Ve·iern iustrolia do the same. 

JYlr. THEODORE : The hon. gentleman 
·-::id juet now that there was no other Go­
vernment in the Cmnmonwealth that per· 
mit:ed penons rcc0iYing Government aid to 
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have a vote. I say that is not correct, be­
cause the ('ommonwealth permits them to 
have a vote. 

Mr. FORiiYTH: New South \Vales and 
\Vestem Australia say they cannot have a 
vote. 

Jl.fr. BOWMAN: The C'ommon\\ealth savs 
that they can have a vote. • 

The HOME SECRETARY: We do not propose 
to slavishly follow the Commonwealth. 

Mr. THEODORE: The Government dis­
franchises honest workerc in this Bill. I am 
sure the hon. member will not say that the 
working cia'W1 generally are any dan<_;er to 
the State, and th ·refore he will disfranchise 
them. He will not say that, yet he i' pre­
pared to disfranchise a number of worker" 
of Queensland all the same. 

The PRE2JIER : If they arr f'ntitled, they 
may vote. 

Mr. THEODORE: What about the no­
lnadic shearc'rs and mine 1's a~1d the stF ,d'­
workers '! Perhaps they are not entitled to 
vote, according to the idea of the hon. gentle­
man. 

The PREMIER: If they are registered for 
any e!Actorate, they can vot '· 

Mr. THEODORE: The hon. gentleman is 
going to take good care that they cannot 
be registered. That is the proposal in the 
Bill. 

The PRE~IIER : If they ha Ye the qualifica­
tcon, t!Kv will lw reg;·terod. 

Mr. THEODORE: What the hon. gentle­
mau thinks is not that the working cla,qsc" are 
a danger to the ~htte, but that they are a 
d:tn'<er to tho Li! 'tal pccrt~,. That is the 
whole thing in a nutshell. 

OPPOSITION MEMBbRS: Ilr.u, hear ! 
Mr. THEODORE: This Bill was formed 

in its present stnte since the Fc,deral elections. 
The HOME SEC).lETARY: Nonsense! 
Mr. THEODORE: It was formed because 

hon. members on that side have a fear of 
the result of the next general election. When 
the Labour party swept the polls at the 
recent Fedcmt! elections, the hon. gentleman, 
with the assistance of his right-hand man, 
devised-! may say concocted-these provi­
sions to abolish thP absentee vote. 

The PREMIER : What was the datB of the 
elections, and when was this Bill introduced? 

Mr. THEODORE : Certain new provisions 
have been placed in this Bill since the 
Federal election. There was a Bill spoken 
of last year, but it cvntained provisions 
which <H'' not in this Bill, and there are 
thingd in this Bill which were not in the 
Bill of last vear. W' e can ea·>ily understand 
the frame of mind '.vhich possessed the bon. 
member since the last Federal elections. 
We can judge lww it affected him by his 
speech on the Address in Reply, and the 
st:ltemenh he m~d._, with regard to the 
Federal Government. We all know what the 
hon. gentlem<ln said on that occaoion. Since 
then an inquiry was ordered by the Hon. 
JoHph Cook to inqnim into the re".ult of 
the elections, particularly in Queeneland and 
\Vestorn Australia. Some comment on that 
finding app«ared in .the "Brisbane Courier," 
of the 2nd of August, as follows:-

"As a result of tho examination of the 
rolls nsed at the Federal election the 
Chief Electoral Officer was in a position 
to state to-day that out of forty-three 
divisions which had already been 

a=unted for only an average of three 
duplications per 1,000 votes had been 
traced, and it 1\as not altogether certain 
that this small proportion r< presented 
an attem)Jt at fraud. The forty-three 
divisions in question are made up as. 
follows :-New South \Vales eleven, Vic­
toria. sixteen, Queensland three, South 
Australia six, Western Australia three, 
Tasmania four. The total number of 
electors who voted in these divisions was 
1,087,538. 

" The official list of the apparent 
duplications in Queensland is: Darling 
Downs, eightY-thr<>e; Jl.faranoa, twenty­
nine; V\'ide Bay, eighty-one." 

The Hmm SECRETARY: Th·~t is th: smallest 
portion of my allegations. (Opposition 
ieughter.) What about the duplication of 
the Commonwealth rolls? 

Mr. THEODORE: No one on this side 
'aid that the Commonwealth s_y,Jtem was 
absolutely perfect But even under that 
o.Y stem there were le··s dupli~ations than 
there were at the recent State election. 
There were le'' duplica.tions relatively, and 
the number of duplications did not amount 
to any danger to the system, nvr to "ny 
candidate contPsting an e!Pction under that 
system. 

J\fr. FoRSYTH: What did the investigation 
say about the number of people on the roll 
who should not he on the roll? 

Hon. R. PHILP : What did Knibbs say? 
:Mr. THECJDORE: Th,,y did not report 

on that. The Home Secretary is very sore 
at the rnult oi the inquiry, and we hear 
very little in the metropolitan papers nowa­
days about the allegations which the hon. 
mnnber was voicing the other day. This 
inquiry was appointed by his friends in the 
Federal Government for the purpose of try­
ing to bohtcr up the weak case of the hon. 
gentleman. It was the statements made by 
the hon. g•mtleman himself and those made 
by Mr. Hedges, of Wt>gtern Australia, that 
were responsible for the holding of this 
inquiry. Mr. Hedge.> alleged that there were 
2,000 duplicate votes recorded in the Fre­
mantle election, but apparently it has been 
found out that there were only forty-three 
duplications. 

The HoME SECRETARY: If the Federal rolls 
are correct, we are entitle-d to another 
representative. 

Mr. THEODORE: If we do gc>t another 
representative, the Labour party will win 
the seat. I am against this Bill for the 
reasons I have ctated-thut it abolishes the 
absent vote, which is the hest and safest 
method of voting that we can devise; that 
it retain, the property vote, which cannot 
be justified under any circumstanceS; that 
it rPnd0rs n1ore exclusive the re:,idence vote, 
and disfrr,nchisP9 n~"'.Y arrivals from oversea 
entirely. The Bill also attempto, to intimi­
date young voters-~Government JaughtPr)­
·and to coerce and intimidate new arrivals 
b:;- putting to them a series of inquisitorial 
questions when the:.- cbim to he enrolled. 

The Ho:I!E SECRETARY: Very proper ques­
tions. 

;\Ir. THEODORE: Questions aro to 1, put 
to them when th.'y claim to be enrolled, and 
those questions nrc oJ nature ,vhich i.: 
calculated to intimidate young voters. (Go­
vernment laughter.\ The Minister knm\o very 
well that if a returning officPr puts to new 
arrivals who haye been in the State only 

Mf'. Theodore.] 
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fourt· on mont!:;; and are not cvnversant with 
the provisiot:s of our electoral L.;.w a Sf ries of 
questions, and puts thc:.c questions in a ~,e"v~ero 
tone, that will be calculated to frighten new 
.arrival~~ l hope thai ;·;hE-n the .i:loro. the Pl'enli, r 
SF~alr~ hB \vil1 e,ive us .')Jme cxplat_.at:Jn of th0 
definition of the word "home." Why i ,b 0 
definition of the word "horre." \Vh; is the 
definitic·n so frarn._d that any nomadic' orkor 
<~nd any cac.ual work<or t<?mp'lrarily resi­
!lent in a district will not havt· a claim to 
vote? There is no doubt that the definition 
is of c t1ch a n:<br; that it will preYu1t 
hundnds c•f v or;cers in Qucensiano from 
ex:ercir:ing tho franchise. rrl~e prov] io.n 
which defines the residence of an ekctor, ,md 
ddinL; what. a h 'J·me shall be, if iL.terpreted 
uccordin;;; to the ordinary meanin:.;- of ''ords 
in the English languase, will disfranchis<• 
hundreds of workers. The Bill says th<-Lt a 
r, sidence "\Oter "rnust ro .. seFs n ho1ne" wiLh­
in tho c ;ectorate, that is to. say, "a place of 
abode 'vith a fixed purposB ol ren1aining there, 
and not mer,\ly an abcdo for an O{;Casional 
purpose eit~1er of bu.,ines" or of p:F d.sure." 
Ther__- are numbers of su[,"ar-\"orkf'rs '.Yho. do 
not t:t!ce up their alcode i11 the district whero 
they work with any fixed p u·pose of remc.in­
in;:.; t!1ere for tho rest of tLcir live,!. or for the 
remainder of the year, but they are none the 
k's bona fide rHidents, ;md should be entitled 
to exerci•e the franchise. There are also 
th01uands of railway v, orkers in Queensland 
who reside in a district tf-mporarily, but are 
none the lc,,, bona fid-9 residents, and yet 
undm· this definition of the word " home " 
th"Y will not be entitled to vote. 

The HoMJc SEURE'rARY' They need not neces­
sarily be in one particular srot in the 
ekctorutc. 

Mr. THEODORE: No; but a man claiming 
a vote for residence mnsl; be there with the 
fixe·! purpo,.e of remaining there, and not 
mere!.; making it a p;are of alode for an 
o.cca,,1onal purpose either of business or of 
pleasure. His residence there is f,Jr business 
purpose-·,, aud he rn .. y be there for three 
months, but he will be disfranchised under 
this definition of the term "home." If it is 
not intc·nded to disfranchi;.e such pm" Jns, 
then it is quite dear that the provi.•ion must 
be alterPd considerablY·. The onlv co.m.>1ou 
'"Jens2 in:,'rpreLltion of ~tho provisit.;;_ as it no\v 
stands is that F ca~~~ual \-rorkf'r t<~1nporarily 
resident in a;.y place has not his home there_ 
Tht) Home Secretary propc'"'s to_ introdw .o in 
this Bill an innova'ion in no;ard to the can­
cellation of polling-booths. It may be neces­
sary td cancel a poliinp-boo.th v:here it is 
found that after a. polli•:g-booth has OL•en 
appointed there are no electors at the plnc•e_ 

The H01!l!: SECRETARY: That is not an. 
innvvation; it is simply legalising what is the 
practice, ab it is doubtful ':\ hether it em he 
'legally done under present lee;i--lation. 

~;[r. THEODORE: I accBr.c the explanation_ 
that it io merely lega'ising the practice. The 
practice is whot I bke exc•·ption to. The 
provioion in (jllN;tiol1 rvidently allows the 
GoYernment to appoint polling-boci-hs, and to 
cancel them at a date to.o late for the pc-•·•.ons 
interht-d to make any effective protests, be­
cans" they rna- be cJ.ncnlled up to withiro_ 
three days of the election. Evid<llltly that is 
the intention in in~roducing Fuch a provision,. 
for it is quite consi•tent with the general 
spirit of the proposal to. make it difficult fot­
peopli· to record their votes. But, grantecl 
that there should be the right to cancel a, 
polling-booth, I claim that that cancellatiotL 

[Mr. Theodore. 

should b- made not. lat-er than six day •. before 
the d:ttc• of the election, or such other period 
as will a.dmit of a nrotest being .! .,dged against 
the cancellation. ~ 

Tlw SPEAKER: Order 1 'l'hP hoL. member 
hao o -,.upi•.li the time alloLtcJ b;r the Standing 
Order c. 

*'I'}" PREMIER (Hen. D. F. Denham, 
Of' c !l : I had hoped that the han. member 
·yt vuld r~ c1llv hnve dir-1' 1ssed this measure 
from a nc•n-party standpoint, but he has fol­
lowed others in misconstruing the Bill. At 
the outset the hon. gentleman tolated that we 
pwposod in -this Bill to dishanchise thou­
sands of vo~·'3rs. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

The PREMIER : How? The franchise is 
qtill an acL.lt franchise, and eo ery person, 
male and female, of the age of twenty-one 
-years, who is e'1titled to vote, may be Fgis­
tered. Further, the franchise to-day is a re­
sidence franchise, and we do not propose to 
alter the condition of the franchise in that 
respect. We simply deoire to ensure that 
thoS'2 v;] J ul'C Dmitlc 1 to Yote ,h.,]! huYe full 
oppor'''n:l,v to voi,e, an l that those who 
.uc n'Jt entitled to vote shall not be en­
rolled. The !.em. member said this measure 
"auld disfran<.hise 13,000 p0r-"ms who voted 
at tho recent electi{..n. I-Iov: are thev f.Ding 
to be disfranchised? The hon. member 
ct.at~d that th'"'" votero recorded th9ir votes 
thou;7h they were abJent from their dec­
iorat.::.'s. \\"(·11, th, same thine tJn be dono 
under this Bill. 

OPPOSITioN l\1EMBERS: No ! How? 

The PRE::\HER: Befort' I resume mv '·•·-1t 
I ·h.dl proceed to ,:10 ·-- hm; that c:,n be 
u.c, on1~1lishcd, but in t.l1.e n1c~ntin-:e I propose 
to rc-..~iovv )::-'16 of t~F~ utt.eran,-:~es v.~.e h,; vc 
listen,;~ t·) thi· aJte··noon. Sinco your occu­
panc:;~ of that cl~air, ~lr. Speakrr, I think you 
have n'·ver lu ::-Yd sur T1 a. nunlL·='T d' C'~pn}ssior!s 
tiLt v ··re so shT'"·( \_,ly inappropriah"l and mis­
~pplic _l to the c-~:tbject under d::: -u ·~ion a-) 3 JU 

have heard this aftrrnoo''. \YP l LV0 bPen t01d 
by hon. members opposite that d<._mocra.cy is 
imperilled. If dcmocTacy IS Impenlled, 
it is not b' n·ctson of anything done 
by members sitting on ;; our right, but rather 
bv reason of the action of thow who are 
sittinc on vuur left, and ·.vho arc fast d,·ifting 
tm' onds ol;gar- hv. 'Ihe champions of liberty 
and democi·acy ~-1 A1ntralia to-d;o~' a1:c ~he 
Lib~rals. \\'hon ' u find men d1squahfymg 
c,:.:.~J .. blc 'YOl'kcrs nlc:-cly to y;vc pn ,·erenco to 
ur{ionists, I say that dcmocrury is i:lperilled, 
and that injusti,e has been advor·.,t.·d by the 
p.·rtv "hich sit; on vour left, Mr. Sp0aker. 
One ·han. gentleman srtid we are :1fraid of t~e 
people. 'l'hat co·nes strangely from men SI~­
ting on your left. A fc•v year~ .ago this 
House ;aid "Let the people demde on the 
big qucsti~n of public instruction." The 
peorle of Queensland ,-.-ere askrd to sa_Y, "I?o 
vo-, wish th.-·t Scriphral leccons be given m 
·state schools? " The people ••·ere asked 
that qu<"·tion, and they amwered in the 
affirr.1c.tive. \Ve have men in this House who, 
after the peopk had c ccid, " We wish reli­
gious ino:trnction giYE'n," l:.td the effrDntBry 
and tho irodN ncv to -cmdc cvcur to block the 
]WJDle hcnn getting their wi"h, ani yet sn,h 
han~ membo~s sav v are afraid of the 
people. Two or three weeks ag?, wher: I 
moved an amendment that a certam question 
should be referred to the people, who then 
were afraid of the people? 
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Mr. HARDACRE: Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
ca point of order. I wish to know if the hon. 
member is in order 'in discussing the re­
ligious referendum? 

The PREMIER: I had finished with that 
que,tion. It has been repeatedly stated this 
afternoon that· democracy was imperilled 
that we are afraid to trust the neople and 
I say that such is not th€ cas€. What w~ seBk 
in thi: amending Bill is to make it pO'' sible 
that the p~ople can more freely, more fully, 
and more readily Bxercise the franchise. Then 

\< e are told in grandiloquent terms that we 
should take a header into the rising tide of 
domocracy. "Why, we are in the swim of 
democr:wy all the time. It is the gentlemen 
<Jn the oth0r side who arf' out of that swim 
and who have got into another current which 
will loa? them, and the people too, if they 
are foolish enough to follow them to destruc­
tion and ruin. How is this Bill {n any sense 
reactionary? Are we seeking to deprive 
adults of the franchise? Are we ,,,Joking t<J 
le;•en the opportunity of attending the polls? 
The franchise has not been touched, but we 
have mad" it more po,,0ible for the fr.anchise 
to be used. We are told we are tho tradi­
tional enemy of the women's vote. I was a 
mernber of the Administration that passed 
the Bill conferring the vote on women. \V e 
are told we are going to de!wivc women 
of the secrecy of the ballot. but iust how it 
is going to be done has not been ;nade clear. 
But this is on a parity with remarks of the 
deputy lt>adN <Jf the Opposition, who drew a 
picture of the person arriving at twent:v-one, 
or the new-comer who had become entitled to 
a vote, who sought to be edranchis.·,_,J. He 
drew a picture of how thr-,,e persons were 
1\oing to be~tcrrorised by such •,imple ques­
twns as "\Vnat is your age?" " \Vhere were 
yo~ born?" "By what ship did you come?" 
It IS all sheer nonsen· e. Equally nonsensical 
is the id, a that women would be terrorised 
by the post-al ballot. 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER: What about 
giving their age? 

The PREMIER : I think any ordinary 
womc.n of intelligenc-e would not object to 
tell hf'r age-. In th:-=o;,'"' r~:avs. ~.-,·hen 1/•:oni--tn is 
entering into competition with us in all 
spheres of life, there is no reason why she 
should not tell her age. And it is sheer 
nonseme to think that the women e' to-day 
will hesitate at all t<J be put on the same 
plane with men in having to tell thoir age 
and where thev were born. Onr hon. frie·1ds 
<Jn the other side fail t<J see that the ,amend­
m€nts proposed in this Bill will not merely 
ensure a clean and qualified roll of electors, 
but will make the exercise of the franchise 
possible to many who in days past have been 
unable to exercise it. Hundnds of the most 
desirable citizens of thP State have heen 
prevented in recent elections from rc,•ording 
their YOtC's. The hon member for Bm·rum 
'<lr for \Vide Bay, I am not sure whicli, put 
his finger on the right spot this afternoon 
when he reminded us that new settlers have 
often not the conveniences to convey their 
wives 10 or 15 miles to a polling-booth. The 
man may have a horse on which he can ride 
to the booth. but the woman has to remain 
at home. The leadM of the Opposition last 
Thursday week said something to the effect 
that we had set about narrowing the fran­
-ohise and lessening the numbers 10n the! 
xoll--

Mr. RYAN : That is correct. 

The PREMIER: And he built up that 
argument,, as I took it, upon two grounds­
first, that we restored the postal vote, and 
next, that we abolished the absentee vote. 
I will a;low that the han. membel' is a 
special pleadn, and tiiat he pleaded his 
can''" with consummate ability. I could not 
help thinking that, ha;d he held a brief for 
this side, how much superior a case he could 
have presented. His argument was a plea 
for the nomadic population, to use his m,·n 
expression, and I could not hell? noticing, 
underlying the whole train of h1s ideas, a 
contemptuous disregard of tbe settlers in the 
rural <listricts. That nomadic po;mlation, 
if it qualifie3 by r<"cidence in any electorate, 
will not be cleprived of the vote. 

Mr. HUXHAM: What about the Dunwich 
vote? 

The PREJVII.ER : They are not entitled 
to the frar.chi,e. There ar-e two Labour 
Administrations in the Commonwealth-in 
Now Suuth Wale,, and \Vestern A a·,: ralia­
and they have been long enough in power 
to secure the vote for the inmates of benevo­
lent institutions, but they have had enough 
sense not to giv,e it. I do not propose, at 
anv rate. that such an amendment will be 
introduced, if anv vote of min" can keep it 
out. There w:1s a contemptuous disregard, 
in tho' sneech of the leader of the Opposition, 
for the- new sett]c,rs in the rural districts, 
and a glorification of the man whose roof is 
his hat ,and who constantly moves 011. There 
was a contempt for the man who e hut is 
his castle, for tho men and women who are 
settling and striving their best to make good 
in this country. Under this Bi:l every fa<;ility 
will be given t<J the men who are ~nt1tled 
to get their names on the roll, and every 
facility will be given for a clean and ac.:mrate 
roll. I would like to ask the hon. gentleman 
whether qualification <md accuracy are 
svnon:vmous with narrowing the rights and 
lc•,senlng the numbers-expressions >Yhich he 
used often. 

Mr. RYAN: They are synonymous in this 
Bill. 

The PREiYliER: I will just recall some of 
the actions of ,.,,cent years. During· the 
regrettable strike in the early part of last 
year, there vere certain member•• of Parlia­
ment-one of whom is not with us to-day, 

but who is in the service of the 
[10 p.m.] Commonwealth-who were pre-

sent in the street getting appli­
cations for enrolment signed, utterly rcgard­
lc>ss of how long thee' had been here. They 
had just come into town or had just landed, 
-and they were told to put their names down 
for whatever domicile they were then hold­
ing, and it was found again and again, upon 
investigation, that there were scores of men 
occupying dwellings where but a few men 
could reside. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Quite corre,'t. 
The PRE::\1IER : Then, we know quite well 

that there have b<e.'n e-,rolments r"ade long 
before the nersons are entitled to enrol. 

Mr. TnEa"IJoRE: If you knew that, why did 
you not proRecu1 ,.:. ? ~ 

The PREMIER : I am not eo fu •d of 
going to the police court as the han. mem­
b~r ~no.1y ima('"ine. . .. A. l'lor..:' irnpol'J..:::tnt aspect 
is the difficulty of getting to the poll on 
the part of electors in the wid<>lc· scatt0rDd 
district8. How came I to ;ealis<> the force 
of this? Why, Sir, it was in the Dalby elec­
torate two years ago. There I found people 
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had fro a: 15 to 18 miles to travel, and it 
wa impossiblo for all the Jnembers of the 
family to go to the polling-booth. For 
these reacons, we have introduced the postal 
vote, safeguarded at every standpoint. We 
have gained experience of the UEe of the· 
postal vote; we have seen its failings and its 
vulnerable points, and these have been safe­
guarded and protected. The han. member 
put his finger upon a point-and with all 
honesty of purpose this Bill is not .a party 
Bill. Matters affecting the qualifications of 
<·lectors are for the Home, and the hon. 
member indicated a phase of the question 
to which I have applied myself since, and 
I quite see the· injusticD that will prevail 
if tbe Bill were unamenc1:d. \Vo see our 
V\ ay quite ea",ily to am· nd it. The hon. 
nlC'lnLz_r asT:ed \V~1y w·e did not go in for 
compulsory O'lrolment. \V ell, that matter 
had consideration. Tho natural corollary of 
compulsory enrolment is compulsory voting. 

OPPOSITION MEliiBERS: Not necessarily. 

The PREMIER : I en,y it is a fair corol­
lary. \Vith compelment to enrol, ·there 
should be compulsory voting, and the only 
way of compelling the vote would be to 
give what I should bo very unwilling to 
give, and that is absolutely unrestricted 
opportunity to vote by means of the post. 
That would be undesirable, and, unless we give 
that, we t ann cit ha' e compulsory voting, be­
cause·, if you are going to compel a man to 
vote, he would cbim travelling facilities for 
rec01 ding his vote, and inasmuch as the 
ccmpelment of compulsory enrolment cannot 
be ae·;ured, that has not been embodied in 
the BilL But wo give every facility, and 
are prepared to enlarge the facilities, to 
ensure convenience to get on the roll, and, 
above all, we give every, opportunity to 
record the vote. Now, the han. member 
made a great point that persons have to 
remain in the Sbte twelve months before 
the~- can get a Yote, whilot in the Common­
Wf'alth the qualification is six months. That 
point was admirably answered by the hon. 
member for Burrum, because a newchum­
one just arrived from the old land-is not in 
a position to understand the situation ade­
quately to cast an intelligent vote after six 
months' residence. 

Mr. FoLEY: He is an alien. 

The PREMIER : By no means an alien, 
because, if he were an alien, he could not 
get a vote at .alL 

Mr. FOLEY : He is an alien; that is how 
you regard him. 

The PREMIER: \Ve are dealing with 
prob!. ms with which he is not familiar, and 
whid1 he has not had mfficiont time to diag­
nose for himself. and I think it is not a 
fair t'oing that m"n who do not understand 
the sittwtion should be entrusted with the 
power of th,, Yote until th<'y have had time 
durinp- which they mav learn somt•thing of 
the ·il'ctirF of th<> State. After all, is the 
franchise something to be valued? If it is 
"omething- to be valued, then, surely, it is 
worth waiting twelve months for. 

Mr. ADU!SO);[ : TI1Pre is onh a thrE>-e 
months' residence qualification in New South 
\Yales. 

The PREMIER : I am not disposed to 
follow New South Wales. In the estima­
tion of the Government, and the people 
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generally, it is considered a f.air thing that 
people should remain in this State twelve 
months before they get power to cast a vote. 

Mr. RYAN: That is the way you encourage­
irnrnigranh. 

The PREMIER: The han. member and­
his party do not wish to see immigrant& 
coming here. 

Mr. RYAN: Yes, we do. 
The HO:I!E SECRETARY: A short time agG 

they referred to the immigrants as the 
''scum of Europe." 

The PREMIER : They are constantly rais­
ing objections against immif6nnts officially. 
and yet in other directions, upparently, the) 
:lre advot":J,ting immigration. B_o·weY-21', the 
mu1 who get a vote after being twelve months 
here probably havo not enjoyed that privi­
lege at honw. and tho;~· are quite willing t.o 
wait the twelv·· month,, The secret of It 
is this: that on ar;;ival they are generally 
taken in hand by some emissary from the­
Trades Hall, and there is poured irito them 
lliisrepr<e;oentation, so that if, after siJ>. 
moaths, tl1ey can exercise the franchise, it 
would probably- be exercised in the Labour 
interest; but in twelve months the im­
migrants get a little sense, and they realise 
that if thev want to be on the side of free­
dom and Iibert,- they must vote with us. 
The han. member raised a point the other 
night that a person who had lived in Queens­
land, and who had gone hence and returned, 
would have to be here during the last pre­
ceding twelve months before once more get­
ting on the roll. There is no doubt that that 
is the Bill as brought to this House, but 
it will be amended in Committee, bec.\tuse 
it would be an unreasonable thing that per­
sons living twelve months in e, State, who 
had gonB hence and then ~eturned to Queens­
land, should have to be here twelve months 
before getting on the roll again. They will 
mcrelv have to remain here the Ec'Hne period 
that "would elapse if they passed from 
Brisbane to Enogger.a, or from one electorate 
to another-that is, two months. That is the· 
matter raised by the leader of the Opposi­
tion, and hP is correct in his contention. It is 
S·J in the draft Bill. The draftsman thought 
it was covered by an expression in regard to 
residence, but it is better there should be no 
doubt U)>On the point at alL I understand 
that the definition of re•idence is put in, not 
from anv sinister motive, as has been stated 
again and again--'-one would think that we 
were the perqonification of the Evil One 
from the sinister motives attributed to us­
but that definition was put in there to avoid 
liti<ration and trouble when it comes to the 
trihunP.l. 

Mr. THEODOR~: Ther<' is no doubt it wants 
recasting. 

The PRE:VIIER: Oh, docs it? ·well, that 
can be adjusted. The han. the leader of the 
Opposition .appeared to he distre'>cod about 
ccrtah1 indiviclualf• ,vho would not be long 
enough in one place to qualify as voters. 
\VC'lL if tbPsc nwn have a domi~ilG for which 
they have been duly enrolled, they can utilise 
the postal vote to record their vote,, for their 
own electorates; but to say that 200 or 300 
or 400 men who are working on a railwav 
line in any one given electorate should be 
able to swamp that electorate with their 
votes is a monstrous proposition. 

Mr. ADAMSON: Why should they be dis­
franchised? 
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The PREMIER : It is a pure accident that 
they are in that electorate. They are not 
disfranchised. 

Mr. KIRWAN: If they are single m0n, they 
are. 

The PREMIER: I suppose they have 
some domicile. If they have not, then they 
are not entitled to the franchise. Domicile is 
the essence of the Bill ; but if they are en­
titled to be on the roll, they will be able to 
exercise the franchise. Hon. members have 
been advocating the claims of people who are 
not entitled to vote. Do they want an impure 
roll of that nature? It appears that they 
want one special class for themselves-a 
nomadic vote that can be dropped into one 
electorate and swamp it at any time. Such 
persons have no intBrest in the electorate. 
It is a pure accident that they are there. 
They merely pa&~ on, and therefore it is 
not right that such men should have the 
power to swamp an electorate. 

Mr. THEODORE: Powl')r to upset the settled 
policy of the Government. 

Mr. RYAN :· It would be too dreadfuL 
Mr. ·WINSTANLEY : Can you show how they 

can record their votes? 

The PREMIER : I shall before I resume 
my seat, but they must be qualified. A 
great deal was made about the questions­
the date o£ birth, the place of birth. Now, 
I am not sure that an education test would 
not be a good thing to qualify for a 
vvte. It might have been said that we 
were re:wtionary if we had incorporated it 
i:1 the Bill, but surely if a person is ignorant 
of his age or of his place of birth or of the 
year of arrival, or by what means he 
arrived, he might reasonably be disqualified. 
Hon. members know perfectly well why those 
questions are asked. They are not to block 
men from getting votes. 

Mr. THEODORE: To intimidate? 

The PREMIER : I do not find men so 
easily intimidated. No; the average man 
who arrives in this State, after hf.l has been 
here twelve months, knows perfectly well 
that it is a free country, and intimidation 
is ab·;olutely impossible unless it lies with 
the men who have been prl')aching all tms 
stuff. 

The Ho>JE SECRETARY : They are high 
priests. 

The PREMIER: I say these questions are 
necessary, so that we may know the people 
are bona fide entitled to vote. A clean roll, 
every hon. member will admit, is a desirable 
thing. 

M:r. HuxHAM: How can you ask a single 
girl where her wife and family reside? 

The PREMIER: Nothing so immoral as 
that obtains. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : The 
Acts Shortening Act provides for that. 

The PREMIER: Hon. members have been 
much horrified about this property quali­
fication. I wonder that some inquiring minds 
have not asked to have a return of all the 
property votes that have been transferred. 
It would be very interesting, and I would 
very much like to see it rnywlf. But I 
think it is quite a fair thing. Suppose I 
lived for twenty-five years of my life, work­
ing hard, in Maranoa, and. towa_rds the end 
of my life I find I can take 1t eas1er and I go 
down to Sandgate and rusticate there. . I 
have no interests there, but I have m 
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Maranoa, where I lived for about twenty-five 
years. Is it not perfectly reasonable that I 
should be allowed to vote for the district in 
which my interests lie? The man who exer­
cises the property vote has a fixed and 
settled entity, and he can only be once 
transferred, or I should say he should" be 
only once transferred, and I shall be quite 
willing to see an am!lndment in that direc­
tion. But surely a man who has lived in 
th<o State for twenty-five or thirty years and 
has helped to build it up and has borne the 
heat and burden of the day should be en­
titled to transfer to the electorate from 
which he came ! I wish hon. members oppo­
site had concern for men of that type as 
thev have for the mere nomadic type, as 
the' leader of the Opposition said. 

Mr. RYAN: I did not sneak of the mere 
nomadic population. ~ 

The PREMIER: I will leave out the 
"mere;" I "rill call it "nomadic." 

Mr. THEODORE : Do you not think it is 
possible for them to vote where they are 
resident? 

The PREMIER: They can only have On!l 
vote. I am quite willing that the postal 
provisions be adequately safeguarded, but, 
as compared with the absent vote, the 
postal vote is incomparably ahead of it. The 
postal vote secures a greater accuracy than 
has been obtained through the absent vote. 
The postal vote enables a fuller check to 
be made of the qualifications of the elector 
to record it than does the absent vote. The 
postal vote can be made available to hun­
dreds of per.sons who cannot attend a polling­
booth. Those hon. members who have been 
pleading for the nomadic population have 
not cared a snap of the fingers for the real 
settled people in the country who are here 
to dwell with us, and yet there are many, 
many hundreds of these who havl' not been 
able to vote, either because they have not 
the means of conveyance, or because the hus­
band may go, but the wife has to remain 
behind and look after the family. Then the 
postal vote would be available to other 
classes to whom the absent vote would not. 
It will be possible for men at sea to use it 
who could not go to the poll, and who could 
not use the absent vote. Under this Bill 
they can go after nomination day and S!lCU':e 
a certificate to record their votes. That 1s 
why I say the postal vote is superior. And 
not only is it available for men a~ se!'-, 
but it is possible for the man travellmg m 
New South ·wales to use it also. Under the 
absent vote provisions that vote would be 
lost. Under the provisions of the postal 
vote a certificate can be secured before he 
goes away out of the State, . and. h!s vote 
can be recorded. Then, agam, 1t 1s per­
fectly simple to operate, and, what is of 
very great importance, it obviates delay a._t 
the polling-booth. Let me recall my experi­
ence at Rockhampton at the last Federal 
election. There was good provision ma1e 
for the recording of absent votes, but, m 
spite of a long table at which there wer.e 
several obliging officers, quick and expedi­
tious, people were kept there for a very 
long time. It was only because I happened 
to be known that I was given a quick des­
patch. 

Mr. FOLEY : They were taking the deolarll.­
tion of every voter. 

The PREMIER : Exactly ; that was the 
reason of the delay, and therefore I say the 
postal vote is vastly superior, because there 
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is no delay or blocking of the polling-bo.oth 
on election day. All this can be done before 
polling-day, and therefore it is distinctlv 
superior. This party has no wish to block 
bona fide voting. We want to put facilities 
in the way of the bona fide voter. I can see 
the forue of the argument raised by the leader 
of the Opposition with regard to the 50-mile 
limit, and that can be amended. 

Mr. RYAN : How far? 

The PRElVIIER : \V e will make it 5 miles. 
Then I recognise what has been Paid about 
the pro.vision which says that the vote must 
be recorded within the boundary of the elec­
toral division. Clearly enough, it would be 
an unfair thing if a person in the Wan·ego 
electorate v; ho had a voto in Brisbane were 
disfranchised because he happened to be a way 
from home. He can make his applicatio.n to 
the returning officer of the electorate for 
which he is enrolled, and thus he will be able 
to secure his vote. VI! e are ready to meet 
all reusonable difficulties that present them­
selves. I say again that electoral Ia w belongs 
not to one side o.f the House or the other. 
We are adhering to the principle, which is 
recognised throughout Australasia, of the 
adult vote, and the object of this Bill is to 
secure freedom in the use of the franchise, and 
see that every opportunity shall be allowed to 
duly qualified persons tci be enrolled and 
being enrolled, to exercise their vote.' Th~ 
Bill is conceived in this spirit, and if in 
Committee "e can more fully achieve the 
object we have in view, we sluill be only too 
ready to achieve that obje0t. I want to re­
move the impr0~.sion that there is anv sinister 
motive whatever in the Bill. This is a ques­
tion of the franchise of the peo.ple. But we 
do /lay that only those who are entitled to 
vote shall be entitled to be on the roll and 
being there, we will give them fa~ilitie~ 
through the post, under certain conditio.ns, to 
recDrd their vote; and, from our experience, 
we know there are many good and true 
citizens who hitherto have not been able to 
vot8 whQ will by this means be able to record 
their votes. I contend that this Bill is en­
tirely in the interests of true, clean, electoral 
law, and a full and free, exercise of that which 
we so much rejoice in-the adult franchise. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. HARDACRE (Leichhardt) : I beg to 
move the adjournment of the debate. 

Question put and passed. 

The resumption of the debate was made an 
Order o.f the Day for Tuesday next. 

SPECIAL ADJOURNMENT. 

The PREMIER: I beg to move that the 
Honse, at its rising, do adjourn until Tuesday 
next. 

Mr. RYAN: I understand from the motion 
of the Premier that it is the intention that 
there shall be no busine-s to-morrow and the 
follo.wing day. It has not been usual for the 
House to adJourn for Exhibition week, and I 
should hke to hJ.ve ,orne intimation given to 
the House on that point. I have seen in 
certain sections o.f the Press that the Govern­
ment d? not . intend to go beyond a certain 
date th1s sesswn, and any business not then 
cleared up will have to stand over. I quite 
~gree that. that is a p~oper principle to adopt 
111 conductmg the sesswn, but I wo.uld like tc:. 
have some indication as to wl1ether the House 
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will sit more than three days a week dnring 
the balance of the session, and abo whether 
there will be an intimation from the Govern­
ment as to the date of the clo,sing of the 
ses,ion. I think this is the pmper time to 
get that information. 

The PREMIER: I am most happy to give 
the hon. gentleman as much information as 
I possibly can. There has been no intimation, 
as far ''" I am co.ncerned, that the House will 
not sit bevoncl a given date. Vsually the 
session lasts about Jive months, and, if that 
be so this year, the end will come 
about the middle of November. I remembe.r 
last sr"sion too vividly to again ask hon. 
members to sit for four or five days a week. 
It is not good for members, and not good for 
business. As far as I can see, we shall have 
no occasion to ask hon. members to sit more 
than three d;tv;; for some considerable time. 
Towards the end of the Sb·Sion we may have 
to speed up to four days. Last year we ad­
journed on \Vednesday and Thursday in 
Exhibition week, and I understand from the 
"Whip•" that it was the common desire of 
members, as they had a good many of their 
constituents dmvn. to oo fre~ for the two 
days ; but, personally, I shall be willing to get 
on with business. I shall be only too glad, 
when business has been further shaped, to 
advise the House as to what we hope to do by 
a certain date. 

Question put and passed. 

The Honse adjourned at twenty-nine 
minutes past 10 o'clock. 




