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Tresnay, 1 Juvry, 1913

The SPeskER (Hon. W. D. Armsirong,
Lockyer) took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock.

PAPIERS.
The following paper, laid on the table,
was ordered to be printed:—

Report of the Agent-General for Queens-
land for the year 1912.

The following paper was also laid on the
table : —

Copies of correspondence in conngction
with an application by Messrs. Fisken
and Bunning for a license to sink an
artesian bore on Lucknow Station.

SEPARATION. )
PosTrONEMENT OF NOTICE OF MOTION.
Mr. ADAMSON (Rockhempton): 1 desire

to withdraw the notice of motion standing
in my name with reference to the separa-
tion of Central and Northern Queensland.

Mr. Adamson.]
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I do so because I have received an assur-
ance from the Premier that he will give a
full day to the discussion of the separation
question on the 24th July, or some other
convenient day.

The Premigr: Substitute the 24th July.

Mr. ADAMSON: Very well, I will give
notice of the motion for that day.

The SPEAKER: The hon. member can-
not do that, as the Standing Orders do not
allow of the giving of a notice of motion
for a day later than the eighth next sitting
day of the House.

Mr. ADAMSON:

In that case, I give
notice for 17th July.

RABBIT BILL.
~ Inmmiariox.

On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR
PUBLIC LANDS (Hon. J. Tolmie; Zgo-

woomba), it was formaily resolved—

“ That the House will, at its next sit-
ting, resolve itzelf into a Committec of
the Whole to consider of the desirable-
ness of introducing a Bill to consolidate
and amend the laws relating to the
incursion and migration of rabbits.”

RAILWAY EXTENSION, LONGREACH
TO STONEHENGE.

_ On the motion of Mr. PAYNE (Mitckell),
1t was formally resolved—

¢ That there be laid on the table of
the House copy of the last report of the
Commisioner of Railways on the exten-
sion from Longreach to Stonchenga.”

The PREMIER (Hon. D. F. Denham,
Oxley): 1 beg to lay on the table a copy of
the report of the Commissioner for Rail-
ways on the extension from Longreach to
Stonehenge dated 30th June, 819, and
move that the paper be printed.

Question put and passed.

ADDRESS IN REPLY.
REesuamprioxn or DEgaTE.

Mr. WILLIAMS (Charters Towers). who
was received with Government - Iear,
hears I said: I had very great pleasure in
hearing the interesting and businesslike
Speech of His Excellency the Governor.
The mover and seconder of the moticn for
the adoption of the Address in Reply have
veceived congratulations from all sides of
the House, and I dezirc to join in those
congratulations. I had counted on the sit-
ting of Parliament taking place at a later
date, but it is evident that there is vory
good reason for meeting early. In fact, it
is imperative that we should do so, in order
to help a section of the community—the
sugar-growers; and I am pleased that we
have met earlier than usual, especially if it
means that we shall have a short sossion
and be able to get away to our homes
carlier than we did last year.

.HowovrssLe MeusERS: Hear, hear!

[Mr Adamson.
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Mr. WILLIAMS: Now, hon. members
on the other side of the House have com-
plained that the Speech of His Excellency
the Governor is a colourless Speech. What
colour is it they want? What more colour
do hon. gentlemen want? Do they want it
to be a red colour?

OpposiTion. MemBERS : The complaint came
from your side.

Mr. WILLIAMS: No, I think it was
hon. members on the Opposition side who
stated that the Speech was colourless. 1
think there is plenty of colour in_the
Speech, and I am satisfied with it as it is.

Mr. BertrRaM: It looks pretty blue.
(Laughter.)

Mr. WILLIAMS: We have sometimes
seen chemists’ shops which have a bright red
light on one side and a bright blue light on
the other side, and we have also seen chem-
ists’ shops which have not got any bright
lights burning at all, but I have invariably
found that you can buy just as good wurticles
from the chemist’s shop without the lights
as from the chemist’'s shop with the bright
red and blue lights. What do hon. mem-
bers opposite want? Do they want to put
more red colour into the Speech? Do they
want another Industrial Peace Bill, like we
had last year, or do they want the-Police
Offences Bill to give us something to talk
about? I trust not. I am quite satisfed
with the Speech of the Governor as it is.
‘We have got plenty to deal with in the
programme laid before us, and if we only
deal with it properly, it will take us all
our time to get through it during the ses-
sion. I am sorry to make refsrencerty o
matter which is rather against thie House.
I consider that this House should be the
workshop of the Government of Queensland.
(Hear, hear!) I regret to say that instead
of this House being the workshon it is
known as the talking shop. s

Mr. MurpHY: It is all done on your side.
(Laughter.)

Mr. WILLIAMS: No, it is not, in spite
of what the Independent party says.. Now,
that is not altogether the fault of hon.
members, because when one member of a
district gets up and makes a speech, another
member has also got to get up and make a
speech too, as if he fails to do so, his con-
stituents will say that he is a lazy man,
and hs will be told, “ The hon. member for
Woogarco got up and made a fine speech,
and you ought to have got up and said a
lot ‘more_than he did.” (Laughter.) There
is a good deal more time wasted in talk in
this House than there should be,” but it is
not altogether the fault of members. I have
got a suggestion to make with regard to
that. I understand that there is a proposal
to ask for an increase in the salaries paid
to members of this House. I quite agree
that our legislators are not tco well paid in
Queensland, but I do not think that the
country would be prepared to grant an in-
crease in salaries to members unless this
Heuse first set itself in order and got to
work in a business-like manner. (Hear,
hear!) I know that our Standing Orders
are very good, and have been held up as
a model set of Standing Orders all over Aus-
tralia, but I have a method to suggest in
connection with business in the House, which,
if it does not appeal to the loguacious meim-
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hers, will certainly meet with the approval
of the earnest members of the House. The
suggestion I have to make will affeet those
members who wish to talk too much and
who talk too often, and I think this will
bave some deterrent effect on those who talk
too much. We have one party in this House
which is a very much misused and abused
party or group known as the farmers’ party.
There is no question about it but that at
one time the farmers’ party were a great
help to the Labour party.

Mr. GiLpay: They are still.
Mr, FirerLy: They were on the 3lst May.

Mr. WILLIAMS: They used to help the
Labour party until they were called upon
to put their hands into their pockets too
much, and they then left them, and it
showed their common sense. I can show how
a proposal can be designed for dealing with
the talkative members. I suggest that a
certain portion of ““ Hansard ¥ be allotted
to each member. Let cach be notified that
he can talk a certain number of columns,
and that will be his share. If he exceeds
the amount allotted to him, then he should
bir called upon to pay for it.

Mr. Kirwax: What about the silent mom-
bers?

Other OpposITION MEMBERS :
bers sell their share?

Could mem-

Mr. WILLIAMS: I am sure the House will
take notice of my remarks, and I think we
will be able to produce a workahle scheme.
At any rate, we ought to do so before we
ask the Government for an increase in our
salaries.

My, Forey: IIow much would you allot
to each member?

Mr. WILLIAMS: I wa# sorry that there
was no menticn in the Governor’s Speech of
a Miners’ Homesteads Bill. The Bill was in-
troduced last year, and for the purpose of
cnabling the people on the goldfields to take
up larger areas of land under the miner’s
homestead provisions than they could under
the law as it is at present. It would enable
a farmer to get a real good sized holding.
The Bill was distributed last year by the
Minister or the Under Secretary, so that it
could be properly considered by members,
and_ we understood it would be brought on
again this session. I have spoken to the
Minister for Mines on the matter, and he
assures me that this Miners’ Homesteads
Bill will ke brought on as a measure this
session. I would also have liked to have
seen in the Specch a greater reference to
mining.

Mr. FoLey: You want more colour in it.

Mr. WILLIAMS: T think there is plentr
of colour in it as it ix, Last year the House
paid very patient attention to the speeches
made by members from mining districts,
and the House having indulged itself in that
way, I do not proposze to reiterate this year
what was said last year on the subject of
the mining ndostry, I would only like to
remind hon. membars that since Queensland
first becanic a colony until the end of 1912
the gold returncd was valued at £75,000,000.
I must take some credit for my own elec-
torate for contributing its share of that
amount, as I see that Charters Towers Gold-

{1 Jury.]
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field has contributed in gold to the value
of £25,000,000, or more than one-third of the
total output. I would like to remind hon.
members also that the prime factor in the
establishment of Queensland as a colony
was the opening of the Gympie Goldfield.
It is well known—some hon. members were
in the State at the time and they can
bear mo out—that at that time Queens-
land was in a hopeless condition bordering
on bankruptey, and it was said that Queens-
land was thinking of going back to its
parent state of New South Wales just when
Gympic came to the rescue of the Govern-
ment.
Hon. R. Prmp: No, not so bad as that.

Mr. WILLIAMS: I have heard that it
was so. I have been told that it was owing
to the splendid way that Gympie came to
the rescue of Queensland that helped the
colony so much at that time. The same
thing happened with regard to the opening
of Charters Towers and Croydon. Both of
these mining fields were the means of open-
ing up the country, and I say publ.lcly but
for the fact of these goldfields coming into
cxistence and being opened up then, Queens-
land would have been a very small State
indeed, and would be now largely- composed
of pastoralists. I think that hon. members
will recognite what the mining industry has
done in the past, and in the future it will
continue to do an important amount of good
work for the State. We all remember how
in 1893, when things were very bad, when
the banks went smash, and we had floods
everywhere, that Charters Towers was, prac-
tically speaking, earrying most of the State
on her back owing to her splendid mining
returns and the fine returns that the railway
to Charters Towers was showing. The repre-
centatives of mining constituencies are in-
variably generous with regard to the ex-
penditure of money in other districts and
for other industries, and all I ask in that
direction is that we should geb similar g=ner-
osity given to us by other members of the
House. There is in view a very large deep-
sinking scheme in Charters Towers. I can-
not tell you what the details are, because T
think these details have not yet metured.
It may mean to the people of the town a
very large sum of money, and it may be
that this House will be asked fo assist them
in the shape of patting up £1 for £1. I
wonld peint out, in regard to all the szhemes
from mining fields, that we are in this posi-
tion: That therc is no temptation to try
and get money from the Government to
waste. because we have to put up £1 for £1,
and if the thing goes down we lose our
money. Therefore, hon. members can be
quite csrtain that any scheme brought for-
ward on behalf of a mining district will not
be an extravagant scheme. Just before T
came into the House I was asked how many
railwavs I had to ask for. I never had but
one railwav, and I have that railway still—
the Blair-Athol Railway.

An Orprosmion MempER: It was promised.
Mr. WILLIAMS: Promised! We were

promised a survey a few years ago, and
I believe we will get a survey this year—
the beginning of a survey, and that is all
I would like to say that a part of our rail-
way policy is certainly wrong. Seeing
the magnificent service of steamers there is
on this coast, some greater attention should

Mr. Williams.]
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be paid to the communication with inland
centres before so much railway construction
is. done on the coast. I have no objection to
that railway on the coast, but certainly it is
a wrong thing to build that railway before
such a railway as the Blair-Athol line. If
the Blair-Athol Railway were built, it would
give a short means of communication from
the South to the North-west, and would be
the means of bringing the mails up, and also
coal for the goldfields and for the rail-
ways themselves. I do not know what wise
man came to think the building of the coastal
railway was necessary before the building of
that inland railway, but I think it is abso-
lutely wrong. I am going to say something
later on about the grievances of the North,
but I cannot help thinking that before long
another two parties will be disputing and
saying they have grievances against each
other—1 refer to the inland people against
the coastal people. I consider the coastal
people are getting much more than they
should, seeing how mneglected the inland
people are. T do not at all object to a fair
deal, but when you come down the coast and
travel in some of those magnificent floating
palaces like the ‘“Canberra,” and see the
splendid accommodation provided, it scems
imposzible to believe that a coastal railway is
necessary before that inland railway.

Mr. Moreax: Can the railway compete
with water carriage? That is the point.

Mr., WILLIAMS: It is impossible. If they
could do that, then there might be something
in it. I think that what should be done is
what the Mackay Harbour Board are doing.
Harbour boards should be encouraged to
borrow money to improve their harbours,
and let us have more railways in the in-
side districts. I do hope, if that loan is to
be given to Mackay, that great care will be
taken to see that it is spent in the best
msnner, because if you lock up a lot of
Government money in these works, then you
cannot go on with other enterprises. I
think the hon. member for Townsville will
support me in saying that he has known
instances where large sums of money have
been wasted on harbour works.

Oprosiyiox MEeMBERS : Where?
Mr. WILLIAMS: I think the reason
largely is owing to the fact that no com-

petent engineer is appointed to continuously
supervise the expenditure.

Hon. R. Pamp: Charters Towers got the
greatest benefit from that expenditure.

Mr. WILLIAMS: Charters Towers never
did anything wrong like that.

(Laughter.)

Mr. Kigwan: It never got a chance.

Mr. WILLIAMS: Never. With regard
to the railway service to Charters Towers, I
am quite satisfied with the number and
speed of the trains, but I agree with the
complaint of the hon. mémber for Warrego
about our carriages. I am sorry the Secrc-
tary for Railways is not here——

Bfr. May: We want new carriages.

Mr. WILLIAMS: It is quite possible that
the new carriages are allotted in a fair
proportion—that a certain number is kept
in Brisbane, and a certain number sent
away to the West and North, but it is mar-
vellous to me to see how many old car-
riages there are running on the railway line

[Mr. Welliams.
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from Townsville to Charters Towers. (IHear,
hear!) I often travel on the line down in
Brisbane, and I find the most beautiful,
clean, and luxuriant carriages, and I would
like to see more in the North.

Mr. Forer: Any old thing is
enough for the North.

Mr. WILLIAMS: There are many other
matters in connection with my own district
that T could speak of, but I do not wish to
detain the Flouse on these matters, as I
will deal with them on other occasions.
Speaking generally, I must complain of the
want of attontion on the part of Ministers
with regard to the North.

Mr. BerTray: You started to commend,
and now you are condemning.

Mr. WILLIAMS: I would like to tell that
hon. member that it is the blessed privilege
of members on this side tc be able to get
up and roast Ministers: you cannot. (Op-
position laughter.) I do complain of the
want of attention on the part of Ministers
with regard to the North. His Excellency

good

the Governor has shown what he can do.

He can leave Brisbane and go North and
see the wants of the place, and I must con-
foss that I think Ministers, if they tried,
could do much better than they do.
OpposiTion MEemsers: Hear, hear!

My, Huxmaa: You don’t call that a roast-
ing, surely. It is very tame.

Mr. WILLIAMS: You dare not say that
much. (Laughter.) Anybody would think
that Ministers don’t like the heat of the
torrid North, and I hope they will get over
that feeling. During recent years there
has been a revival of the talk about
goparation. While I do not, believe in
sepuration, I certainly think if Ministers
wish to stop that ery, the scomer they get
about and around those constituencies the
better, because the laxity of Ministers in
that vespect is largely the reason why the
country people are dissatisfied.

Ay, Ginngs: Fulfil their promises.

My, WILLIAMS : Speaking with refereace
to the North—I am sorry to have to bring
thesc matters up, bubt they have to ke
brought up—I noticed a leading article in
the *~ Brisbane Courier ”’ suggesting that as
the trade of the port of Brisbane is be-
coming so great, and as they have to accont-
modate such big steamers, and the work is
becoming so expensive, it should be made a
national work. That means, I take it, that
the people of the North should pay {or the
port of Brisbane.

The TreEasvreR: That is not likely {o come
about.

Mr, WILLIAMS : T may have misread the
paper, but that was the spggestion, and T
hope it wiil drop at that.

The TrEssvRER: The revenue from the
pori of Brisbane is very considerable in-
deed.

Mr., WILLIAMS: And the revenue frem
the port of Townsville is also very cen-
siderable.

The TREASURER: I quite agree with ycu

Mr. WILLIAMS: I am glad to have scnie
assurance from the Minister that that is
not likely to come about. With ~egurd to
the sugar industry, which I consider of the
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greatest importance to the State, I am very
glad that the Government intend bLringing
in two measures fo deal with the Industry.
I should have " thought that the second
measure introduced should have
[4 p.m.] been the first—that is the one in
reference to black labour. I do
not happen to belong to a sugar district, bus
I can assure the sugar-growers that they
will have my sympathy and support in
assisting them through their troubles. With
regard to that question, I should like to
refer to the way in which our Premier has
been misrepresented by those people from
the South.
An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: Pocr fellow !

Mr. WILLIAMS: It looks as if a trap was
laid for him. He was led to talk about these
Bills before hon. members thought there was
any chance of Mr. Fisher passing his Bills
in time for.us to do anything with them.

Mr. Forey: It was our Premier’s fault.

Mr. WILLIAMS: It was not. Hon.
members on this side of the House would
have been willing to sit for unother month
to get them through.

Mr. FimeLLy: Mr. Fisher passed them to
come into force by proclamation.

Mr. WILLIAMS: Then, I notice that a
reference has been made to more sugar-mills
in the North, and I certainly hope thet the
Ministry will keep every promise that has
been made in that direction.

Mr. Lewnox: They could not; it is not
their way.

Mr. WILLIAMS: I have heard that a
member in the other House made a sug-
gestion as to whether the sugar industry
was worth carrying on. I am quite sure
that will not be the feeling of a majority
of members in this House, because it should
be assisted if for no other reason than for
the purpose of populating the Northern
country so that we may be able to defend
it from attack. The Speech also refers to
one of the most important matters that
we could have mentioned. I refer to the
Elections Act. I would not for one minute
like to suggest that the Federal Labour
party did anything wrong, or deliberately
wrong, in preparing that Bill, but I do say
this: that if anybody wished to bring in
and pass a Bill that would open the way
to so much fraud and everything else of
the kind, he could not have succceded bet-
ter than by passing that measure.

Mr. MurprY: It is pretty well the same
Bill that has been in operation since the
inception of the federation.

Mr. WILLIAMS: I do not care who the
duffers were—Liberal or Labour—who passed
1, the Commonwealth made a hash of it,
and has shown itself so grossly incompetent
that they are not able to frame a Bill
of this kind, and I think it might be a very
good thing if we came along and showed
them how to make one. There is no doubt
that every hon. member in this House, if
he wishes to get an homest roll, must admit
that things were wrong in the Federal
election.

Mr. LENNON : 8o they werc ab the Charters
Towers State election.

Mr. WILLIAMS: What was that?
Mr. LENNON: The postal vote.

Mr. WILLIAMS: I am going to deal with
that. We do not know what the Bill will

[t Jury.]
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be like, because it has not been introduced,
but I certainly think that women should be
allowed to vote in that manner. I quite
understand - what the hon. member for Her-
bert has said—that there were abuses when
the postal vote was in force. I dare say
there were, but I understand that the abuses
that were complained of were that some jus-
tices of the peace had acted dishonestly.

Mr. LexsoN: I am quite -sure they did.

Mr. WILLIAMS: I would make the pun-
ishment so stiff for that, that if @ man did
it he would get five years in gaol. (Hear,
hear !} I think we shall do well to hedge
the privilege of voting around pretty well
so as to stop personation and fraud. Men
and women can go out to picture shows
and theatres time after time in the year,
and I do not see why they should not be
able to go to the poll and vote in their own
wards. That would enable us to identify
some of the rascals who come in and
record votes, although certainly we could
not catech them all. We could not catch, for
instance, the ghosts who came and voted at
the last election. It also has been sug-
gesled that it might be a good thing to
issiie a certificate, like a miner’s right. I
am not prepared to say now whether that
would be successful, but something should
he done. One of the chief causes of the
trouble, in my opinion, is the absentee vote.
I do not believe in it at zll. It is a con-
venience, certainly, to men who are peram-
bulating about, but if they knew what
trouble and fraud there were over it they
would cheerfully resign it.

Mr. Kirwan: It is a long way preferable
to the postal vote.

My, WILLIAMS: If a man weas going
away, and knew he was going away before
the issue of the writs, he might have such a
vote; otherwise I would not have it at all.
It leads to too much fraud.

Mr. MUrPHY: You ought to have to take
the voter’s photograph.

Mr. WILLIAMS: There is one measure
that I should welcome, and that is the
Filections Tribunal Bill. I quite agree with
hon. members who sat on the panel of
assessors that it is not fair to ask them to
sit. I feel it all the more, perhaps, because
I happen to have been chosen for the panel
this session. I notice also that the Ministry
is going to try to find the mineral oil
that is believed to exist in this eountry.
I have no doubt that it is an excellent
scheme, and I hope that oil will be found.
I hope that while that is being considered,
and while the Hon. the Premier and the
Ministry are talking about prospecting for
oil, they will do something with a view to
getting up prospecting parties to look for
gold in the neighbourhood of the present
goldfields. We know gold is there, and
the prospests are something more certain
than oil. In any case, I congratulate the
Ministry on the steps they have taken to
establish that industry. The Speech also
mentioned a matter of the greatest import-
ance to the State, and that is prickly pear.
When one hears those words one naturally
thinks of the name of the hon. member
for Toowong. I was very glad to hear the
congratulatory remarks that were made
about him, because he is an old personal
friend. :

Mr. LENXON : A brother unionist.

ter.)
My, Willsams.]

(Laugh-
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Mr. WILLIAMS: Yes, and I was very
sorry to see that he had retived from the
Ministry, because I think his absence is a
loss to the country. Various suggestions
have been made as to how the pear should be
dealt with. I try to learn as much as I
can, because I do not profess to be an ex-
pert as to the destruction of prickly pear,
and there seem to be two schemes. One
is that it should -be tackled in a large way—
that concessions should be given to the men
with large capital—and the other is that the
country should be cut up into smaller plots.
I do not mind which way it is done, but
whoever does it—whether the big man or the
small man—should be very richly rewarded.
As one hon. member said, why should the
prickly pear get all the pmﬁt from the land—
why should not somebody else get some of
it? I sincerely hope that that very serious
matter will be dealt with in some way. I
am sorry to say that the prickly pear has
started up in the Charters Towers district,
and I am very much afraid that if it is
allowed to spread, it will travel down to
the rich country in the Burdekin Declta. The
Government should take steps to eradicate
it now while it is possible to deal with it.
We have bsen in correspondence with the
Governnient about it, but they hardly seem
to roalise their respousibility. I hope they
will do so.

Mr., LeznxoN: What about your local
authorities’ responsibility?
Mr. WILLIA Ves, but the lecal

authoritics there are too short of money. I
do not know how they are going to get
revenue for prickly pear. In some parts of
the no1the;n & hnmg fields, hon, members will

know that re is very small, be
cause we  only rate on the unm;pvoxed
land value consequently the rates are

very limited, and it will be impossible for
thesa lozal au’thoutves to do anvthing at
all. Ths discussion on this matter makes
one think hkow much better it would be if
we could stop these pests before they get so
big. (Hear, hear!) It seems to me. a mar-
vellous thing, and it does not speak well for
the intelligence of the Governments
Queensland, or the people of Queensiand,
that we have not discovered that pest be-
fore. There scems to me nothing to marvel
about in the existence of the pest. I believe
it bas existed in India and Ceylon and
other places for years. The trouble I think
is that our system 1is not right. The
Minister for Public Lands and his Under
Secretary have quite enough to do to look
after the other work in the Lands Depart-
ment. I think we do not employ enough
experts. I think the Department of Agri-
cultnre is the most important in the whole
of the State, and I would like to see an
cfficer appointed, like the Commissioner for
Railways, to take a large part of the work
out of the hands of the department—to look
aftor such things as the starting of these
pests. I think it would have been an im-
mense improvement if years ago we had
had such men; they could have scen what
was going to happen when things like the
prickly pear and the water hyacinth came
in.

Mr. Hoxter: You are allowing phyl-
loxera to come into the State now, and are
not attempting to deal with it.

Rr. WILLTAMS: I think the hon. mem-
ber will agree with me that there should be

{Mr. Williams.
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some men in these departments who are
capable of finding ocut and dealing with
these matters. I am quite certain that the
staffs we have at present are very good;
thev consist of capable men, but they them-
selves will admit that they are not there for
that purpose, and could not do the work.
No doubt if they did they would want very
much larger salaries. 1 think that that
applies to more than one department.
Where possible in a great country like this,
with growing po&ubﬂities, we should apply
to the expert a little more than we have
done; we are apt to bring the expert in
after the trouble happens. I have said that
the agricultural mdustry is the most im-
portant in the State. In the old days, no
doubt, pastoralists proved excellent pioneers,
and did good work, and I am glad to see
they have been having a good deal lately,
but ov eﬂtually what will come about will be

that the a Iturist will move- Lhonﬂ bark
and take po zion of the State for the pur:
pose of agriculture, snd the socner thad

comes the better it will ke for this State
Vie ail know what intense eultivation can
do in small countriss like Bo.glum France,
and other countries, and with our magniii-
cont areas of land we should be rich in that

de‘"lCllla‘ irdust I hope to sea it sue-
cee Speech also desls with educa-
tion will wish all the children

to be educatet do not think there is any-
body who wonld depart irom that principle
—-but there 1: also another 10('" of people
and that is the school
ig upon any expansion
, we ought to be eareful to see
ezchers are getting a fair thing.
1h9ro is always a limit, I I\nf\‘v to expen-
diture, but I do think "$hat the teachers -
palt’CIarly in the country plscos—should
get a better deal than they are getting now.
One resson is that th*y deserve if, and
another reason is that it would be a good
thing for the country. We want a good
class of teacher; we want to cucourage a
good teacher to stay in the servige. I think
that whatever amount is required to be
spent, the matter of the teachers ought to
be considered. A matter of great import-
auce also mentioned in the Speech is the
maturing of the loans. I think from what
has fallen from hon. members on both sides
that we =hzall have very little trouble about
that. One hon. member spoke of the folly
of ench State going to the money market by
itself, but I cannot see that. I think that a
cortain amount of hoult}'y competition will
be a good thing. If the State can show it
has done good work, and it has good assets,
it should get the loan. If the States ave all
mingled up together under the head of
somebody in Melbourne, what is to prevent
an extravagant State like New South Wales
zetting the loan without the security that
we have? There might be nothing to pre-
vent that. We are going on very well as
we_are, and I think the best way of getting
a loan is to apply by ourselves I under-
stand that it is proposed to bring in an
smendment of the Liquor Act. quite
agree that the Act should be amended, w ht )
it hay been found in working practice that

its operation iz very harsh, and I think thﬁ.t
even the most ardent teetotaler will admit

that it iIs unneesssarily drastic. The -Pre-
micr himself has besen travelling round
lately, and I understand has found out

that hardships do exist. There is another
thing that I would like to refer to—that is,
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the suggestion that a farmers’ party was
formed. Really, I think the suggestion is
rather laughable. You cannot have in this
Libéral party one party inside the other.

- An OprosiTioN MEMBER interjected.

Mr. WILLIAMS: I am laughing at hon.
members opposite because they have found
a mare’s nest.

Mr. MurpHY: Why do they elect a chair-
man?

Mr. WILLIAMS: Everybody on this side
Lknows that the farmers’ party was simply
a gronp. The Labeur party were very much
annoyed that that party did not materialize.
To counteract that they are now coming
forward, raying “We are the farmers’
friends.” T am told that just zow, at the
picture shows, there is a dearth of comic
turss. I suggest that the biggest draw that
they could get would be a. comic turn in
which the Labour party is represented as
the farmers’ friend.

Mr. HawinroN: And you as the clown of
the eirens.  (Opposition laughter.)

Mr. WILLIAMS: There is no doubt tha
e sttibude of the Labour party has re
ren to zow discord between the farmers’
representatives who are on thiz side of the
Honga. I huve heard a gond deal about the
verdich of the electors as shown on the 31si
May, and prophecies of

: <t general election comes along.
ivise hon. members that it is not
vays café to prophesy. (Hear, hear!) I
et that at the last Stata clacticn the
Charles McDosnald, who is a very
ty porson, lost soiiewhere about £50
o the vesults. He prophesied that hon.
mnezbars on the other side would coire in in
large flocks, and would £l the Treasury
benches, snd practically the portfolios were
all & sd. It is always dangerous te pro-

th
)

30

. After previous Federal elections,
1 Labour men were put in, when tho
Stefe clestions took place shortly after-

wards, Liberals were reiurned at the head
of the poll. Then what is the good of
prophesying ?

‘Mr. Forey: Didn’t you prophesy
Ldwards would win the last election?

Mr. WILLIAMS: No. (Laughter.) I
understand that hon. members opposite have
a plank in their platform called the * nation-
alisation of all means of production, distri-
bution, and exchange.”

Mr. THEODORE: We have no such plank.
Mr. WILLIAMS:

plank?
Mr. THEODORE: No.

Mr., MacARTNEY: It is the objective of the
party.

Mr. WILLIAMS: Well, is not that the
same thing? (Opposition laughter.) Hon.
members are fencing. We all know that the
object of the Labour party is to nationalise
all the industries. Well, if they are going
to nationalise the farmers, how can they be
the farmers’ friends, because we know their
method of nationalisation is nationalisation
without compensation? The way they will
nationalise will be by making the con-
ditions of employment so bad for the em-
ployer that he will be crushed, and will have
to go out without a shilling of compensa-
tion. The farmers’ party can justly fear

thas

You have no such

[1 Jowny.]

at wiill happen .
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the rural log. There is no doubt .t has
not materialised yet, but it will as soon
as certain people have the power, and the
farmers’ party, apart from anything else,
are quite justified in shunning the IL.ahour
party absolutely for the very fear of heing
crushed out of existence. Reference has been
made to the Agricultural Bank. Weil, I
think the Agricultural Bank is an excel-
lent institution, and you cannot do withoub
it.

Mr. Kigwan: What do you ihink of its
management ?

Mr. WILLIAMS: I am glad the hon.
member has referred to that, hecause I was
going to ray that the management was defec-
tive because it is a socialistic enterprise run
by the Government. It is lika the Post Office—
we have got to have it, but it is very bad.
I would like to decal with one matter that
I am much concerned in, and that is the
question of roads. In our haste and rush
to get railways, the people of Queensland
are forgotiing all about roads. So far as I
can ses, we really do not know what a
good road is. I thinl that, if we had good
trunk roads right throughout the State, the
demand for railways would decreass to a
very great extent. We in the North are
ths Cinderella of the State—nobody ever
goes thers, or doss anything for us—but I
hope that we will st least get a good trunk
road .from Charters Towers to Georgetown.
It would not cost a great deal, and it
would open up a fine piece of country, and
I helieve it would lead to the adoption of
stcam traction on the road.

Mr. Forey: If the Government do that, it
will be socialism.

Mr. WILLIAMS:
that is road-maling.

That is not socializm;
(Dpposition laughter.)

The hon. member does not know what
socialism means. I will tell him what I
think about it on some occasion when I

have more time. There is always a great
fuss about railways. I certainly would like
to see some syitem adopted in connection
with the construction of railways. We have
a large assot in our Crown lands, and I
cannot ses what is the good of allowing
them to lie idle when we could make them
productive. We have always been quarrel-
ling over the guestion of land tenures. Some
people say the frechold tenure is the better,
and others prefer perpetual leases. Which-
ever is the better of the two systems, I
think that if you ask a man to open up new
country, vou must give him some reward for
his enterprise, and a very geod plan would
be to sell the land to seftlers for 100 years.
In the old ¥nglish days, when Hereward
the Wake cut off a man’s head, he got a
large block of land for ever. That was
wrong. If a man was allowed to buy land
for 100 years, he would be satisfied. It
would be an inheritance for his children, his
grandchildren, and his great-grandchildren.

Mr. O’SULLIVAN:
a perpetual lease?

Mr. WILLIAMS: No. With a perpetual
lease the trouble is that as socon as the un-
fortunate settler gets a little ahead, in ten
vears his rent is reappraised and increased.
If New South Wales had adopted the
system I suggest, and had sold her lands
for 100 years, lock at the magnificent heri-
tage they would have falling in now! I

Mr. Williams.]

Is not that the same as
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would like to sec the same system adopled
with regard to railways. The value of land
is what it will produce, and there is no use
in allowing land to lie idle in the Norih
for forty or fifty years. I would like to see
that land given to people who would build
railways. I would give it to them for
nothing for fifty years. It would save a
great deal of the trouble of having to go to
the loan market, and it would certainly
make the land productive.

Mr. MurrpHY: Would you take the rail-
way and the land back at the end of the
fifty years?

Mr. WILLIAMS: Possibly; but it would
depend on the terms.

Mr., Giories: Confiscation.

Mr. WILLIAMS: Not at all. I have no
doubt capitalists would be found who would
be prepared to build railways if they were
given the land for lounz enough. My fime
is short, and there are other matters to
which I would like to refer,

An OprpoSITION MEMBER :
an cxtension.

Mr. WILLIAMS: I do not want an ex-
tension of time, as there are other hon.
members wanting to speuk. There is just one
question, however, that I will refer to, and
that is, the question of trusts. I think you
would have to get a very strong magnifying
glass to find any trusts in Australia.

Mr. KimmwaN: Mr. Glynn says therc are
trusts.

Mr, WILLIAMS: Well, the Labeur people
have tried very hard to find any trusts, end
they have not been able to find any. They
believed that they had found a trust in
the Colonial Sugar Refining Company, but
they found that it was selling sugar cheaper
than anybody else. The Commonwealth has
ample power to deal with any pernicious
trust. I think it was the hon. member for
Keppel who spoke of the coal vend case.
Now, the coal vend case did not fail be-
cause the Government of the Commonwealth
had not power to deal with trusts; it failed
because it was found that the coal vend
was a good trust. Mr. Hughes and a num-
ber of others along with him said that it
was a good arrangemant, besause it gave
the owners of the coal a chance of selling
their coal at a fair price, and it gave the
wage-earners a better wage. There is one
person who i referred to very contemptu-
ously by members on the other side—that is
Mr. Badger. I may say that I have heard
him called “a Yankee vicious boss.” I do
not know Mr. Badger. I know of hundreds ¢f
Australian boys who have gone to America,
and they have been very well treated there.
They are not called “ blooming foreigners,’”
or “bloeming Australians.” They are treated
decently. Why should we insult a citizern
of a great and friendly Power? In America,
there are millions of people of our own
blood. If hon. members opposite do not
like ¢ Yankees,” why do they bow dowm
to their great friend ‘ Brother O’Malley” 2
Is he not a ‘‘ Yankee boss ™ ?

Mr. Lexnvox: He is a Canadian.

Mr., WILLIAMS: I objegt to insults of
this kind. The hon. member for Bowers

spoke very well on the matter of water con—
servation. It is certainly a very big thing

[Mr. Willtams.

We will give you
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and should be taken in hand by the Govern-

ment without delay. We should not be

dependent entirely on the know-

[4.30 p.m.] ledge which we havein the public

departments, but should secure

the services of an expert and pay him well

for his advice. Something has been said

abou$ the Savings Bank. The leader of the

Opposition was very pathetic in picturing

the beautiful and lovely reward we should

have had if we had allowed the Common-

wealth to take charge of our Savings Bank

business. The hon. member said—

* There is an offer given to the State

of first call for State requirements of

75 per cent. of new business, and the
staffs now employed to be kept on.”

The great point is what are State require-

ments 7 Who is to be the judge of what
the State requires? The Commonweslth
would come in and say, “We arc the

judges; you do not require 75 ber cent.;
vou only require 25 per cent., and we will
collar tha rest.”” IHon. members know that
during a time of siress—I refer to the Bris-
bane strike—when anyone reading the Con-
ssitution Aet would have supposed that all
that was reguired was for the Governor of
the Biate to declare that there was domestie
violsnce in the city, and we should get the
assistance of the military. But when Mr.
Fisher came to read the Constitution Act,
he sald, *“No: that is a matter which we

.~ have to decide.”

Mr Forzy: The Governor-General sais

Mr. WILLIAMS: That is the same thing.
So I say that when the question of the in-
terpretation of the Savings Bank arocse, the
reguirements of the State would not be what
the State Government said they were, bub
what the Commonwealth Govermment said
the State required. I should like, in con-
clusion, to say that the most important thing
we have to consider is the state of indus-
trial unvest. Instead of having the wild un-
rest and the trouble they have had in New
South Wales, members on both sides of the
Hoys» should endcavour by some system to
Lring good employers and good employees
together.

Mr. LENNOXN: Is this the only country-in
which you find that state of unrest?

Mr., WILLIAMS: No, it is not the only
country, but that i no reason why we shonld
¢it back and «do nothing.

Mr. TrmarLny: What happened to your
metion last year?

Mr. WILLTAMS: My motion of last sear
was Dblown out, and I shall probably not
bring it in this session. I notice that the
hon. member has got in ahead of me. There
has been a good deal of discussion in the
Press about this matter, and I hope it will
have the attention of Ministers. Some people
seem to think that my proposal is not prac-
ticable, but I am inclined to think that it
is. One way of giving effect to it would bhe
throuch the income tax. There is no reason
why come remission of income tax should
not be given to those employers who make
their workers partners with them. How-
ever, T have now come to the end of my
time. and I conclude by congratulating the
Ministry on the Speech delivered by the
Governor at the opening of the session. I
hope that we shall all do our best to geb
through the work laid before us as soon as
possible. (Hear, hear!)
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Mr. WINSTANLEY (Queenton): I wish  sive class than that. If I do not represent
to_offer a few brief remarks before the the primary producers, I would like to
Address in Reply goes through. I have know who does? (Hear, hear!) There is

listened with a good deal of attention to the
debate which has taken place, and have
followed the hon. member who last spoke
very closely. The hon. member said he was
satisied with the Governor’s Speech, and
yet before he sat down he proved, not only
to himself, but to every member in the
House, that he was anything but satisfied
with it. Whatever else the hon. member’s
speech may be remarkable for, it is cer-
tainly the most illogical speech that has been
delivered during the course of the debate.
The hon. member made some suggestions,
but I am very much afraid that they are
much like other suggestions he has made
clsewhere—that they will be found not to
be practicable, and that they will not meet
with a very hearty reception. The bulk of
his speech was delivered last session and
printed in ““ Hlansard.” The most remark-
able thing in his speech is that he finds
fault with the Government in reference to
railway carriages in use and railway rates,
and yet he wvoted with the Government
against a proposal to revise the railway
rates, though the burning question in Char-
ters Towers is this very question. The
people of Charters Towers considered that
they had been penalised in connection with
railway rates, and have given the hon. mem-
ber instructions to do something to get them
revized. From the beginning to the end of
his speech the hon. member talked first
on one side of a subject and then on the
other side, and proved quite clearly that he
did not know what he was talking about.
When he spoke about socialism and national-
isation of industries he proved he knew
nothing about the Labour party’s plat-
form: in fact, he really did not know
what he was talking about. With reference
to the Opening Speech, with the exception
of the Bill dealing with the sugar question,
there is no measiare mentioned that might
not have been left to rome fubure time, for
all the difference they will make in the well-
being of the peonle. Some of them mav
he plared on the statute-book this session,
but it will make very little difference swhether
they e+ placed on the tute-book this ses-
sion or next session. The hon. member for Fitz-
roy wos 1o better sefisfied with the Speech
than some of his colleagues. He practically
said that the tone of the debate was a reflex
of the tone of the Speuch: he bhlamed the
Speech for the character of the debate, but,
apart from ventilating his own personal
grievance. he did very little to clevate the
tone of the debate or to contribute any-
thing new to it. We have heard a great deal
more during the debats about primary pro-
ducers—thns men on the land—than we have
hesrd for a long time past. But it seems
that the third partv has been born oub of
due time. While there is a very vigorous
third party outside, the third party inside
this House is not fully developed. Certainly
it is lagging behind its literary organ and
behind some of its organisations in the coun-
try. It has not even been developed up to
the point of defining what is meant hx
the ‘ primary producer,” or stating clearly
what its aim is. Certainly the primary
producers we have heard of up to the pre-
sent time in this House are nothing more or
less than gentleman farmers. I think the
primary producers are a more comprehen-
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no talk about the miners at all when a num-
ber of primary producers talk about primary
production. It seems to me that these in-
vidious distinctions are quite uncalled for
as regards the town against the country,
and the farmers against the manufacturers.
I am glad that I belong to a party that
stands for the workers generally, whether
they are primary producers or secondary
producers, whether they work in the country
or in the city, or whether they work by
hand or with their brains. (Hear, hear!)
In spite of all the criticism levelled against
the Labour party and its platform and prin-
ciples, there has been nothing said that is
likely to damage it, and there has been
nothing very destructive. I think that the
more the Labour platform is discussed, the
better it is understood and the more it is
appreciated, but it certainly has to be read
and much better understood than it is by
hon. members on the other side before they
can criticise it in any shape or form, One
statement which has been repeatedly made
by the representatives of the primary pro-
ducers is that all that they want is to be left
alone. In print and in their speeches it is
stated repeatedly that they want to be left
alone to work out their own destiny, to
work out their own salvation. They say that
they do not want any interference; that they
do not want this Chamber or anyone else to
be continually tinkering with their affairs.
That is all very well so far as it goes. But
the hon. member for Bowen does not want the
canegrowers of Proserpins to be left alone
with the burden of liabilitics that rests on
their shoulders, not the prickly-pear selectors
with their present le he hon. member
for Wide Bay does not want the squabters
to be left alone so far as the blowfly and a
number of other pests that affect the country
are concarned. Whenever there is anything
worth having, they want to Le left alone,
hut as zoon as thev are in difficulties, and
have to contend with anything, then they
want to shoulder the resporsibility on to
the Government, On the one hand they are
rabid individualists, and do not want any
interference but merely want to be left alone,
while, on the other hand, they are the great-
est socialisis in the Sfate. (Hear, hear! and
laughter.)

Mr. Kussuir: That is not true with regard
to the man on the land, s he is alway: pre-
pared fo pay his faxes.

Mr. WINSTANLEY: When the hon.
nwmber for Wide Bay talks about the blow-
fly pest and cows and such matters, he
knows whet he is talking about, but when
he touches on mnolitical economy, he shows
how little he knows about it. The other day
he =aid that labour got by far the largest
dividend ouft of the alth production. On
the very first page of ‘‘Knibbs,” referring to
the last informastion cbtainable—namely, that
of 1911—it is stated that the wealth of Aus-
tralia amounted to £120,000,000, while the
wages paid to the workers amounted to
£23,000,000. Whatever qualifications may be
msade on that sum, and whatever deductions
may be made, I am quite satisfied that labour
does not get anything like a fair deal.
That i= one of the cause: of the unrest
and dissatisfaction that exists in the world
to-day—because lahour does not get a fair
share of the wealth it produces. Coming to

Mr. Winstanley. |
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the Speech, it says here, inreférence to the
visit of the Governor and the prosperit-
of the country—

** During the recess I added consider-
ably to my knowledge of Quecnsland and
its people, by travelling extensively in
the Central, Western, and Northern
portions of the State. Throughout the
entire journey I observed with pleasure
the surpassing richness of the grasses,
and the splendid condition of the sheep
and cattle. There is ample scope for
further pastoral development, for no
part of the spacious and 1nagnificent
grazing country I passed through is
stocked to anything approaching its full
capacity.”

I do nct suppose that anyone will question
that statement. Everyone believes that there
is room for expansion and closer settlement
in various parts of the State. In the pas-
toral districts there is a ory for grazing
selections from the small men. In some in-
stances this is a boni fide ery, but there is
also a cry for land from men who are not
boné fide selectors at all. To get a holding
in the western districts of the State is con-
sidered by many equal to drawing a horse
in Tatrersall’s sweep. Men who are not
adapted to that kind of life are going in
for grazing homesteads. They have to get
financed, and after they have lived on the
homestead for five years, they are enabled
to transfer it to someons else, so that in-
stead of these men becoming settlers, they
allow the land to revert back, in a great
many instances, to the sguatters themselves.
That is not a good thing for the State. I
am not prepared at this stage to suggest a
remedy for that kind of thing, but it shows
that in spite of all that was done in the
Land Bill, when so many methods were de-
vised and so many means adopted by intro-
ducing provisions for preventing this sort
of thing, it goes on just the same, and will
continue to go on. The Speech continues—

“On every side I found prosperity,
contcntment, and loyaltr to the Throne,
nor would it be possible for me to speak
too gratefully of the couriesy and kind-
ness I received from all classes during
my tour.”

In some places that prosperity and content-
ment has disappeared since the visit of the
Governar., 1 believe that when he passed
through the Cloncurry district a large numi
ber of men were seitled there, but since
his departur¢ there has been a change,
and thesa men have been scattered to the
four winds of heaven. Ther are practi-
cally locked out. I point this out for the
express purpose of proving what was said
when the Industrial Peace Bill was intro-
duced into this House. We were told that
the Bill would affect the employers just in
the same way es it would affect the em-
ployees. and that while the employees would
not be permitbed to go on sirike without
complying with the provisions of the Act, the
employers would not be permitted to lock
out their employees. Yet we find in the case
of the Cloncurry district that nothing more
or less than a subterfuge was adopted, and
the employers there have been the means ot
locking out more than 1,000 men. These
men were practically forced to go off some-
where else. It goes to show that from tha
employer’s standpoint this kind of legisla~
tion has no effect at all on him. When
these men went into the western districts,
they expected that as long as the mines wera

[dr. Winstanley.
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paying propositions they would be all right,
but they have been locked out for some-
weeks past, and no doubt the employers ex-
pect to starve them into submission. 8o, while
contentment and prosperity prevails one day,
the reverse may be the case next day. It is
not merely the men who have to suffer,
but their wives and children who are de-
pendent on them have also to suffer. In re-
ferring to the report of the Meat Commis-
sion the Governor says—

‘““ The commission is to be complimen-
ted on the thoroughness with which its
work was performed, and on the value
of its report, which is now in the hands
of hon. members, who will have ample
opportunity to discuss its findings. Its
recommendations in regard to retail
selling have already been satisfactorily
carried out, and the slaughter-house in-
spection, the need for which is shown in
the report, is now conducted so rigor-
ously that the shortcomings and irregu-
larities brought to light have practically
vanished.”

I am not at aell sure that it has altogether
vanished, particularly as regards getting the
meat from the slaughter-yards to the shops
is concerned. Quite recently I was travel-
ling in a train, snd when we got to a way-
side station I saw quantities of meat, consist-
ing of liver, heart, sheeps’ heads, etc., being
thrown out just near the shed on to a piece
of dirty old canvas. It was not merely put
down, it was thrown out so that they could
get it out of their hands all the quicker, and
it was removed from the platform into the
guard’s van. There is ncthing to protect it
from the flies or the dust as there should
ko ascording to the regulations under the
Slaughtering Act, and in that connection
it does seem to mie that there is room for
a very great deal of improvemsnt in some
of these slaughter-houses.

Mr. Kirwan: That is the carriage of
meat on the railways. I saw that myself
when in the North.

Mr. WINSTANLEY: Ves, and the car-
riage is for very long distances in some
cases, and ocsrtainly there ought to be much
better protection than there is at the pre-
sent time. Just a word or two in reference
to the statemens in the Speech on electoral
matters. His HExcellency, in this connection,
says—
“If personation, plural voting, and
other 1illegalities were not rife at the
recent Federal polling, it was not, in the
opinion of my advisers, because exist-
ing arrangements do not encourage and
facilitate such practices. Therefore, it
is their intention to request——"’
“To request,” mind you—

‘““the Commonwealth Government to

appoint a commission >’
And then they go on to name the comnis-
sion. That is nothing more or less than a
contemptible insinuation that the Common-
wealth Government made those provisions,
and that they provided these encourage-
ments for people who want to personate
other people during election time, while
everybody who knows anything about ihe
electoral rolls must know that there is a
very large number of duplications, and it
is inevitable that it should be so, for the
simple reason that the Commonwealth rolls
were made up to the end of November, znd
all the removals that took place after that
time, and all the additions, had to be made
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on a supplementary roll, and the conse-
quence was that if anybody removed from
one town to another, or from one sub-
division to another, in the great majority
of instances they were on the supplementary
roll as well as being on the principal roli.
For that reason, everybody knows that
duplications are fairly numerous; but to
assume that because they are numerous,
numerous impersonations have taken place, is
assuming something that certainly, up to
the present, has not been proved, and if there
is no better evidence than that which came
from Western Australia, as quoted by the
hon. member for Rosewoodl, then it might
be di od altogether. Tt is just as well

mber that the Labour party are not
responsible for the Electoral Act. They
did not pass it, and previous elections have

taken place practically under the same
conditions.
Mr. KesseLnL: Didn’t they amend it?

Mr. WINSTANLEY: Yes, they amended
it by abolishing the postal vote, and that
certainly did not increase the opportunities
for irregularities. Just the reverse. So
the stutements that have been made in this
connection have not a veitige of truth be-
hind them. The Federal Labour party, as
well as the Labour party here, are just as
gnxious as hon. members opposite are to
have a clean roll and also to have clean
elections—(hear, hear!)—and it is nothing
less than a piece of impertinence to talk
like that, and practically nominate a com-
mission to make inquiries, and in the same
paragraph to tzlk about reintroducing the
postal vote. If ever there was anything in
connection with voting thst was iniquitous,
and an instrument of torture in Queensland,
it certainly was the postal vote, and at that
time everybody was so convinced of it that
there was very little oppesition to its being
abolished.

Mr. O’SvLiivaw: It wes discredited.

Mr. WINSTANLEY : Yes. As far as the
postal vota is concerned, in the election
which took place in Charters Towers in
1907 thers were 1,800 postal votes recorded,
and very few of them, it can be taken for
granted, were for the Labour party. In the
1908 clection ikere were 2.500 postal votes
recorded. and the Liberals knew to a vote
how maeany belonged to them—certainly all
ther c¢oilested belonged to them-—uand the
most iniquitous part of the whole business
is the fact that the postal vote is open—
no secveey about it. There is no getting
away from i, and even when the wvoters
wanted to carry out the spirit of the Act,
and went away from the justices of the
peace tn record their votes, they were fur-
nished with a broad-pointed pen and a
piece of blotting-paver, which made the re-
velation that was needed. It was quite a
common thing, and cannot he denied, that
mire managers at Charters Towers and
justices of the peace went to the wives of
miners who were working in their own par-
ticular mines, and practically fold them that
their bread and butter. and the bread and
butter of their children,  devended on the
way they recorded their votes. The result
was that those people were practically foreed
into voting contrary to their own will, and
contrary to their wishes, and anything that
will bring about that state of affairs is not
& desirable thing, whatever advantages if
may have. The Home Secretary, when he
was speaking, made a very pathetic appeal
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on behalf of the people who live in_the
bush and a long way removed from polling-
booths ; but, as a matter of absolute fact, out
of the 20,000 postal votes that were recorded
in the 1908 election, over two-thirds were
recorded in the city where the voters did
not live a stone’s throw away from a polling-
booth, while less than one-third were col--
lected from people in the bush. It is a
wall-known fact, generally speaking, that
people who live in the outside places take
a keener interest in electoral matters and
make more sacrifices to record their votes
than people who live in the cities; so, as
far as they are concerned, there is not much
strength in the argument that it is necos-
sary or essential to have the postal vote.
1, for one, would be very sorry indeed %o see
a change take place as far as the postal vote
is concerned; and let me say also that cur
own Elections Act is by no means perfect.
It has been repeatedly pointed out in this
House that not only is it difficult for people
to get their names on the roll, but when they
are on the roll they are not allowed to vote.
At every election that takes place there are
numbers of people who have mnever been
out of the district, and who have never been
away from the town, whose names are on
the roll, and yet when they go to record
their vote they are told by the returning
officer that they cannot record their vote.
That is one of the things that does want
attending to. At the last State election thab
took place, there were twenty-three persons
in the Queenton electorate whose names were
on the roll, and yet they were not allowed to
vote, although they had never left the place.
They had no other way of exercising their
right to vote, and yet we find they could
not get a vote.

%lr. . B. C. Consgr: Were they on the
roll?

Ir. WINSTANLEY: Their names wore
on the roll, and they had never been

out of the district. The reason given was
not a satisfactory explanation to  thosa
people; and let me say here that if the
postal vote is so zafeguarded that therp
cannot be any such thing a® corrupiion, then
it will not be much use to anyone. When you
once allow & ballot-paper to go away from
the polling-booth you have no control over
it, and, whatever there may be on the
statute-book, if canvassers are allowed to
take ballot-papers to private houses, irregu-
Llarities will take place, which is undesirable
in the interests of clean and pure voting.
Now, I want to say a word or two in refer
ence to railway matters. It has been our
boast up to recently that Queensland has
heen practically free from railway accidents.
I am quite sure that every member of the
House, wherever he sits, will regret that we
can no longer make that boast. I am sure
that every member regrets that such a
disastrous accident should take place as that
which took place at the beginning of the
yvear, and I am sure evervbody was pleased
to hear the Premier and the Secretary for
Railways say that the people who suffered
—that is, the women and children—will
be very well looked after, and that they will
be dealt with on genercus lines. I do think
that, in addition to the report that has been
laid on the table already—that is, the Com-
missioner’s report in connection with the
second inquiry—there ought to be a report
into the first derailment that was the
primary cause of the accident. I know that
in some parts of the State where 40-1b.

My, Winstanley.]
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rails were taken up and heavier rails put
down, they have been put down on prac-
tically rotten sleepers, and if that kind of
thing is done to any great extent we need
not be surprised if we hear of other derail-
ments, and have them much more {fre-
guently in the future than has been the
case in the past. It does seem to be false
economy to do things on these lines. I
think when the heavier rails are laid down,
and it is expected to draw heavier loads at
a greater rate over them, it would be good
business to have good sleepers under the
heavy rails. And I am inclined to think
that results which have taken place may
have been caused by this in some respects.
At any rate, it would have been some satis-
faction to the House itself, as well as to the
country, if a report had been tabled in con-
nection with the first derailment.

[ p.m.] Now, I would just like to say
in that connection that one of

the most remarkable things that took place
is that the higher grades of officers seemed
to have no system and no method about the
business at all, and one thing that the
House needs some assurance about is that
these individuals will know in future who
takes precedence, who is to have the re-
sponsibility, and who is to give orders at a
time like this. It is a mystery that a
number of officials should be there, no one
knowing who was to give ovders, and who
was to accept the responsibility. Fancy a
ship under similar circumstances! Certainly
we would not expect the orders to be given
from the stokehole, and from nowhere else
than from the bridge. I do think that there
is room for a change in that respcet. I was
glad to hear that the dependants of the
people who were Lkilled will be generously
dealt with. I would like to come from
that accident to another that took place on
the Northern Railway shortly afterwards,
where one of the employees of ths depart-
ment, a lengthsman, who was out on a
dark, stormy, wet night looking after a
bridge and approach, whken the anproach
was washed away, swnd ha =with it. And I
saw it reported that his body had been dug
out of the send only about a week ago. 1
do not think that hi: dependants have had
any considersiion at all up to the present
time, and I would like to express the hope
thet thoss people will be dexlt generously
with by the Railwary Department, as well as
the otners. Although thers was only one
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individual in this case, and the sceident is _

not so covipicusus as the
not leom so large in the public =aye, this
msn was there at the post of dviy, and his
wife and c¢hildren have bewn bereaved, and
I hope that ther will reccive direst genercus
ireatment &t the hands of the Government.
I would just like to express the hope, in
passing, that the generosity will be on a
larger scale than was displayed to a man
who came from his tent—he was not
a railway cmbployes, but was camped near
the Torrens Creck Meat Works—who by
some mysterious means was impelled to get
his hurricane lamp to see what things were
like down at the creek. He saw the ap-
proach, and this other man had been
washed away, and that trains coming along
would certainly go to destruction there in a
very short time. He used his lamp, and
managed to stop the train. Statements are
made—I do not know whether they are
true; I am sorry that the Minister is not in
his place, because I would like to hear the
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facts of the case—but I am told that the
Railway Department rewarded him with the
magnificent sum of £50.

Mr. Kiewan: That appeared in the Press,
I think.

Mr. WINSTANLEY: I do not know
where it was, but I was told that. But cer-
tainly, when one takes into consideration
that this man saved the lives of the driver
and stoker of the first train, as well as a
good deal of the Commissioner’s property,
their generosity did not run on a very
lavish scale in that connection.

Mr. O’Svriiivax: He was a protty
man, too.

Mr. WINSTANLEY : Yes, I think they
might have dealt a little more generously
with him, at any rate. I have already
peinted out that the people in Charters
Towers are dissatisfied with the railway
rates as they oxist, It was stated just be-
fore I left that flour can be sent from
Warwick to Brisbane for 10s. per ton,
whereas it costs £1 2s. 6d. to take a
ton of copper from Charters Towers to
Townsville, or over twice as much for
half the distance. Not only 1s the freight
on that class of goods very high, but
the freight on some other goods, such as
general merchandise, from Townsville to
Charters Towers is £3 3s. per ton. Men in
Charters Towers have been successful in
getting a good deal of the trade with Clon-
curry and that district, but they are handi-
capped by having to pay £3 3s. per ton to
bring their goods to Charters Towers, and
then, if they want to send them to Clon-
curry or Selwyn or Friezland or Duchess,
they have to pay the same ireight as they
would if they came from Townsville. That
is practically a handicap of £3 3s. per ton
when in competition with Townsville people.
And if that is not an anomaly that wants
rectifying, I do not know what is. The
kon. member for Chartsrs Towers had in-
structions to sttend to this matter before
he came away, but I was surprised to find
him voting inst the motion of the hon.
membor for Maranoa to get a revision of
thesa rates. Certainly his speeeh to-day,
and the vote he gave on that inotion, arc
as opposite as the poles. The same thing
anplies ak: ‘ur as fares are concerned,
which in the South here are very much
lower than we have lo pay in the North.
For instance, so far ss passes are concerned,
a man can geb one for the whole of the lines
for £100, and for the Central and Southern
lines for £80, to travel over 3,000 miles of
railway, but if he wants ore for Charters
Towers and West it costs him £67 for less
than 700 miles. Of course, the explanation
that is given is that it is the mileage rates.
But why is that? If he is going to have a
stated amount for the Central and Southern
system, why should he not have a stated
amount for the Northern system? The
traveller is penalised at every point so far
as his fares and his freights are concerned.
Then take the shorter distances. The fare
for a 6-mile run from Townsville, second
class, is 1s. 2d., whilst for a 6-mile run
for anywhere outside Brisbane it is bd.,
which goes to show that, so far as fares are
concerned, as well as freights, there is no
analogy between the two places at all, and
the North has to pay, and to pay unreason-
ably high, for everything it gets. Now, I
just wish to say a word or two in regard to
the loans and railways that were touched

old
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on—which are practically linked together in
their cost and construction, for you cannot
make railways without loans. The Premier
and the Treasurer, when they were dealing
with the last loan that was raised, both
seemed to chuckle in their sleeves at having
:cored a point over the Southern States,
and got their loan on the Lordon market
whilst the others were preparing to go
there. While that may be regarded as good
business, it certainly does not run on all-
fours with the Golden Rule, “ Do wunto
others as vou would they should do unto

ey -3 ; :
vor.”  While it may be regarded as fair
and legitimate from a political standpoint,
ir dees seom a sivenge thing when looked

at in other places, and in other respecis
hat a Treasurer, who confessed that he
not in it of money, snd that he was
; r:d could have gone until the

A I did not say until the
cend of the year.
Mr.  WINSTANLEY: Should  have
ﬁl( aked off to London and got in before
hem.

The SerRCTARY TFOR AGRICULTTURE: Not
“unnaked.”  (Laughter.)
Mr. WINSTANLEY : Yes, sneaked. The

hon. member may regard it as fair, but
other people may be pardoned if they -do
not #ee it in that light, and in some other
places it might be regarded as most con-
ternptible.  (Loughter.)

The TrissvrEr: Have I not to look after
the interests of the State?

GovERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr., WINSTANLEY: It is just a moot
point whether he is protecting Queensland,
because it is one of those things that cuts
both ways. The point I want to make is
this: That the Government brought before
this House an ambitious railway policy in
1910. In 1911 they brought a further rail-
way policy before the House, and went to
the country. At the commencement of last
session the Promier called a halt, and made
a statement here which practically brought
about ten railways in the State to a fermi-
nation. Some of them, according to the hon.
member for Fitzroy, ended in a swamp,
where they are not likely to bring in any
revenue, or to confer any benefit on any-
bodv. The result is that while the Premier
said they had placed this money, on his own
showing they have only placed about three-
quarters of a million; there is £1,250,000
which is certainly not earning anything like
what 1t wost.

_The TrusasURER: The hon. member is en-
tirely wrong. He is barking up the wrong
tree.

Mr. WINSTANLEY: No; he said he
loaned to the Southern States £510,000 and
£250,000.

The TrEASURER: The hon. member must
recognise that in connection with money of
that description it is not allowed to lie idle
—it would be suicidal.

My, WINSTANLEY : Yes; I do not deny
that—I say that the money is not earning
what is being paid for it.

The TreasvreR: How do you know?

Mr. WINSTANLEY: I have very good
reasons for saying so, and it will be seen
later-on that I am not far from right; but
the point is this—that there is money that
is not being used to the best advantage.
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There ave railways sanctioned by this House,
which have not been gone on with, and this
has brought about the resignation of a mem-
ber of the Ministry, and very mnearly the
resignation of the hon. member for Dalby.
Tf he had listened to his constituents thab
hon. member would have vesigned as_a pro-.
test against his railway being stopped. The
money is not being put to the best use. The
railways have not been made payable; they
have been suspended; and men are going about
the country looking for work. For that rea-
.on—whatover anyone may say about it—
it does noi commend itself to me.as a good,
sound policy. Before I sit down there is a
local matter I wish to refer to in reference
to holidars. There are two or three Acts
dealing with holidays—ths Holidays Act, the
Industrial Peace Act, and also the Factories
and Shops Act. I believe that last year in
Ipswich they wanted to change their Labour
holiday frem the first Mondsy in May to
suother day, and they appealed to the Min-
istsr as to whether he could not suspend
that section of the Act dealing with the
holidays, and he very justly told them that
he had no authority to suspend any Act or
portion of sn Act, and that the only thing
to be done was for the employers and em-
ployees to come to an understanding that
no payment should be made at time and
a-half, and nothing would be done.

The TREASURER: Was not that a sensible
propesul--you are not quarrelling with that?

Mr. WINSTANLEY: Ves, it was, and I
commend the hon. gentleman for it, and
give him due credit. Now, on Charters
Towers, although in the Factories and Shops
Act it distinctly states, not that another
holiday can be substituted, but that the first
Monday in May is the holiday and that it
cannot be changed, yet, notwithstanding that
fact, a handful of people on Charters Towers
known as the Traders’ Association sent down
to the Government and got the Government
to proclaim that all the holidays that fell
on the Monday—that is, with the exception

of Boxing Day, Haster Monday, and Christ-
o hould Thureday.
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mas Day—should be kept
There was a protest from the Eight Hour
Day Commitiee about the first Monday in
May being kept on a Thursday; but, not-
withstanding that, this proclamation was
issued, and the consequence was that the
first Monday in May was included and was
expected to be kept on Thursday—although
the Factories and Shops Act distinctly and
clearly states thab this holiday has to be
kept, and that no substibute can be made for
it.. A wire was sent down to the Chief In-
spector, who stood by the Treasurer, and
who had the Acs to guide him, and he said
that bocsuse Thursday had been proclaimed
it should be kept. As far as miners and
other people were concerned, they got the
holidayr, but the shopkespers were off on a
Thursday—a day when they did not want a
holiday, and when there was nothing doing
—and the consequence was that they had to
go to work on the Monday. ‘What I want
fo know is this: How does it happen that
any Minister has power by proclamation fo
override the clear and explicit provisions of
the Act, and particularly in opposition to
the wishes of the bulk of the people of the
community ? If the whole of the people had
wanted to change the holiday it would have
been all right, but on every past May Day
the holiday has been celebrated on a Mon-
day, and all the workers wanted it on a

Mr. Winstanley.l
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Monday; it did not suit their purpose to
have it on a Thursday. There was only
a handful of people whom it suited to have
it on a Thursday, but they had the ear of
the Government, and evidently could get
this change made in spite of the clear and
explicit terms of the Factories and Shops Act.

The HoME SECRETARY : It is always done by
request, and with the consent of the local
authorities.

Mr. WINSTANLEY : But nobody has any
right to request, and the Minister has no
right whatever to consent, to a change taking
place when it is clearly laid down in
the Act, and according to the Act there can-
not be another day substituted. In the In-
dustrial Peace Act there is provision made,
because it provides that any other day may
be substituted for it, and under the Holi-
days Act it would have bgen perfectly justi-
fied; but under the Factories and Shops
Act, as the Minister correctly said, he had
no power to suspend or change it. The
shop assistants at Charters Towers got time
and a-half, but they got Thursday for a
holiday, a day they did not want. Before
the Minister sanctions a thing like that by
proclamation, he should be guite sure he 1s
doing the right thing, but in the case I have
mentioned I do not think he was doing the
right thing, and I hope that next year the
same thing will not occur again. There is
quite a number of other things that T in-
tended to deal with, but I shall be able to
deal with them later on in the session when
the various matters are brought up.

Mr. E. B. C. CORSER (Maryborough):
I also wish to congratulate the mover and
seconder of the motion for the adoption of
the Address in Reply on the able way in
which they handled the various subjects in
connection with the Address. I have also
much pleasure in congratulating the Minis-
try upon the loyal supporters behind them.
There is no doubt that they have a solid
party, and notwithstanding the attempt of
certain sections of the Press to make a
cleavage in their ranks, no such cleavage
exists. T am very pleased indeed to notice
that the Government consider themselves
justified in proceeding with the erection of
additional sugar-mills, and I trust that they
will also find that they are justified in giv-
ing the construction of these mills o Com-
monwealth workers. The reason I ask this
is because we have a number of mechanics
in Queensland and in Australia who are
competent -to undertake this work, and so
are the firms who employ them, and it would
be hardly fair if no preference was given to
local firms when you take into consideration
the difference between wages paid in the
old country and those in Australia. TFor
instance, the mechanical engineering trade
in Great Britain pays from 75 to 80 per cent.
less than what they do in this State «nd the
unskilled labour is paid 100 per cent. less
there than what is paid in Queensland. T
know that it has been promised in previous
works that have been constructed for the
Government, such as bridges, that the Go-
vernment were agreeable to give the local
tenderers a preference up to 15 per cent.
over the landed cost in connection with
oversea competitors, and I think that there
1s every justification for that when you take
into consideration that the whole of Queens-
land is finding the money at less than what
we are paying for the British loan. The
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British loan will cost us wabout 4% per
cent., and we are lending the money to
the central mills for 4 per cent. Then
again, for every man, woman, and child in
Queensland we get a return per annum per
capita of £1 5s. from the Federal Govern-
ment; and that in itself is an asset that
should not be lightly put aside. Then we have
another matter to consider. We want people
in Queensland as long as we can employ them,
and we want those people for the purpose
of defence. If we are to retain this State
and Australia as a white man’s land, we
must fill it in some way, otherwise other
countries—such as Japan, with her 55,000,000
people, not having sufficient land for her
population—will certainly turn their atten-
tion to our Northern Territory if we do not
use 1t ourselves. I sincerely hope the Go-
vernment will see their way to have these
sugar-mills constructed in Australia, and in
Queensland, if possible. Breakages can be
repaired more expeditiously and cheaply if
the patterns are in the State.

Mr. XirwaN: They can make the sugar-
mills at Walkers’ all right.

Mr. E. B. C. CORSER: And at other
foundries too. Walkers have proved beyond
a doubt that they can make sugar machinery
as good as can be made in any part of the
world, owing largely to the capable manage-
ment and to the capable mechanics employed
there, I also notice that it is intended to in-
troduce a Fisheries Act Amendment Bill. Re-
cently I spent between two and three months§
travelling through the Southern States fo
get all the information I could in connection
with all classes of farming. I visited vari-
ous agricultural districts, and saw both dry
farming and irrigation, and got into touch
with the man on the land. 1 also visited
the fisheries in Victoria, and I was particu-
larly struck with what is going on ar Cun-
ningham in Gippsland, Victoria, where they
are carrying con the fishing industry in &
scientific manner. They are catching the
fish in large quantities and paddocking them,
and sending them to the Melbourne market
as required. I was told by fishermen engaged
in the industry that they are gotitng 15s.
per case of 60 Ib. of fresh fish. Doubtless if
similar methods were adopted in Queens-
land, we could build up a great industry. T
am also pleased to see that we are to have
a Stock and Produce Agents Bill. For
some time the Farmers’ Perliamentary
Union has been urging that such a measure
should be introduced. It is. perhaps, a
little late, but I believe it will do a great
deal to remove the friction which has exis-
ted between the so-called middleman and
the producer. What the farmers wsnt to be
safe-guarded against is what is generally
known as the “kerbstone” agent, whether
he is a stock and station agent or whether
he is a produce agent. Such a man cannot
be followed if he does not do justice to the
man who has entrusted his produce o him,
because he has nothing.

Myr. KIRWAN: The fish ring is worse than
any kerbstone commission agent. You may
get some proof of it before the debate is
finished. .

Mr. E. B. C. CORSER: The master will
be thrashed out in this House, and before the
Bill goes through T intend to have something
considerable to say about it. I am sorry to
notice that no mention is made of -State
granaries in the Speech. We are now produec-
ing hundreds of thousands of bags of maize in
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this State, and many a farmer is forced
to take the marszet price when he harvests
his crop because he has no place where he
can store it until the market is more favour-
able. It would be g remunerative under-
taking for any Government to erect grana-
ries in all large agricultural dissriets for
the purpose of storing surplus supplies of
maize.

Mr. Moraan: They are doing that on the
Downs now.

Mr. E. B. C. CORSER: That is so; but
the Downs are not Queensland, though some
pecple appear to think that the Downs are
the whole of Queensland. We want the
privileges enjoyed by the farmers on the
Downs extended to other parts of the State.
I also regret to notice that there is no refer-
ence in the Speech to the adoprion of mea-
sures for increasing our wheat production.
An enormous amount of wheas, bran, flour,
and pollard is imported into Queensland
from the Southern States. If hon. members
will turn to page 371 of Knibbs's “ Austra-
lian Year Book ” for 1912, they will find
that the value of the wheat crop of Aus-
tralia is #£16,500,000. They will “also find
thet the value of the Quecensland crop is
less than it was in 1907. According to
Weedon’s “ A.B.C.” for 1912, page 4,
Queensland had only 42,962 acres under
wheat, with a yield of 285,109 bushels, whilst
according to Knibbs, page 862, Victoria had
2,388,089 acres under wheat, yielding
34,813,019 bushels. In view of the fact that
Queensland has an area of 429,000,000 acres
and Victoria has an area of only 56,000,000
acres, there is a great disparity between the
production of wheat in the two States. Hon.
members may say that this is on account of
many disabilities that we labour under in this
State; but I am convineed, from having
travelled through the agricultural districts
of the Commonwealth—namely, New South
Wales, Victoria, Tasmania, and the north-west
coast of South Australia right up to the
Gulf—that we could produce far more wheat
than we can consume In Queensland. We
import énormous quantities of wheat, flour,
and offal. Unfortunately, I am not able to
give the quantities because for some time
past the Commonwealth Customs have not
kept a record; but I find from the last
report of the Under Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture that we mill four times
as much wheat as we produce, and that we
alro import very largs quantitics of flour
and offal. The sume report goes on to
say—

“ A study of the analysis of soils from
cereal-growing districts made by the
Agricultural Chemist, and appearing in
this report, shows that.in many instances

* the amount of available phosphoric acid

present is below the quantity required
for the production of a full crop of
wheat.”
I went to agricultural districts in the other
States for the purpose of getting informa-
tion first hand on these matters, and I found
that the Governments in their treatment of
the land, in giving information as to suitable
seed, irrigation, dry farming, and feriilising
the land, they are all a long way ahead of
Queensland. From what I saw
[5.30 p.m.] and heard, I am convinced that
we could produce a large
quantity of wheat in Queensland if we
adopted the methods followed in the various
agricultural districts in the. different States.
Those districts have all kinds of climate, all
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kinds of rainfall, and all kinds of soil, and
those conditions are in many instances simi-
lar to what we have in Queensland.

Mr. HuxteR: There is only one kind of
rainfall in Queensland.

Mr. E. B. C. CORSER: They have the
same rainfall in some parts of the Southern
QStates, but they Lknow how to cope \V{th
it, and we ought to get more expert 1n-
formation with regard to this matter if we
are going to make Queensland a wheat-
growing country. The farmers in the
Southern States succeed to a large extent
because CGovernment experts provide them
with analyses of soils, and show them,
by experimental plots in different dis-
tricts, what should be done so that they may
adopt the most suitable class of cultivation
and use proper fertilisers. If all this in-
formation were supplied to . farmers in
Queensland, I am sure we should be able to
grow wheat here successfully, notwithstand-
ing our rainfall.

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER:
tion is supplied here. ]

Mr. E. B. C. CORSER: Yes, but it is
not supplied in the way it should be. I do
not for a moment blame the Agricultural
Department, or the administration of thab
department, in the slightest degree. That
department was started when we were a
squatting community, and I am afraid it has
not grown with the requirements of an agri-
cultural country, except as far as the sugar
industrs is concerned. There is no doubt
that experts have been provided fo.r the
sugar industry, and I contend that if the
same amotnt of money as has been ex-
pended in that direction had been spent In
supplying expert information to the general
farmer, especially information as to how
he should grow wheat, we should have a
very different state of affairs in Queensland,
as far as the growth of wheat is concerned,
from that which exists to-day.

Mr. BowMan: -Haven’t your State farms
done a great deal in that respect?

Mr. E. B. C. CORSER: Very little. A great
deal of good has besn done by cxpsrimental
farms, but not in the dircction I suggest.
You may have five or more descriptions of
soil in one district, and the farmer wants to
know what he ought to put into those soils
in order to obtain the best results. That
information could be supplied to the farmers
if we adopted the methods employed else-
where, particularly in Tasmania.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: We
supply analyses of s=oils to anyone; we give
full information. .

Mr. B. B. C. CORSER: Yes, but what is
needed is that the expert should be sent to
the land o take his own samples of soil for
analysis, and then give the result of the
analysis to the farmer. As a rule a farmer
knows very little about the methods of
taking soil for analysis—I am notf speaking
of the gentlemen farmers who were men-
tioned just now, but of the average settler,
the man who is struggling on the land and
wants to make a home there, and I say he
does not know how to take up soils for
the purpose of analysis, nor is he very good
at correspondence; so that it is necessary
that the expert should be sent to the land
to tell him how to treat the soil. We
spend nearly £500,000 per annum on educa-
tion, and the education given in our State
schools no one will find fault with, but un-
fortunately, in most cases it only fits the

Mr. B. B. C. Corser.]
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persons who receive it for occupations in
the city. The Agricultural Department is a
starved department, and should be supplied
with mors money. If it was supplied with
more money, then I think that wunder
the capable management of the presont
Sceretary for Agriculture we sheuld get
gooil results.

Mr. Houxter: It is time we had that
country party here, all right.

An OpposITION MEMBER: More socialism.

Mr. BE. B. C. CORSER: This is no more
socialism that the State supplying informa-
tion for thosc engaged in the sugar in-
dustry is sosialism. Why should not the
general farmer receive the same consideration
as the sugar farmer? My objegt in getting
up this afternoo‘1 o try to get money
plonded for the Agricultural Departinent,
in order to enable it to employ experts to
go into the agricultural districts and fell
the farmers what crops their soils are sulb-
able for, what fertilirers to wuse, and all
about the rotation of crops. I found that in
a district near Mildura, in Victoria, they
produced splendid crops of wheat, and those
fine crops are the result of the methods of
cultivation they employ—not methods the
farmers have taught themselves, but methods
which have been supplied to them by others
who have devoted themselves to research
in other parts of the world, where dry
farming has Dbeen carried on successfally.
The same remark applizs to irrigation. If
you go to Mildura you will see a settle-
ment of about 7,000 people, who are happy,
and possess smlhng homesteads, and every-
thing up to date. Why? Because they
were assisted on land that none of us would
look at here in Quernsland; we would not
take up 1,000 acres of such land if it was
offered us at 1d. per acre. In visiting that
irrigation settlement, one cannot too highly
appreciate irrigation, and this method of
cultivation could be applied most profitably
to many places in Queensland, notably in
the Burnett and Wide Bay districts. The
Burnett River could be locked some dis-
tance below Gayndah, where there are high,
rocky banks, with a comparatively narrow
channel, and it would provide sufficient
water to irrigate Ideraway and a lot &f
other lands round shout. The same could
be done on the MMary River aboui Mars-
borough. In going through the Hawkes-
bury Hxperimental College. I noficed thai
thoy had 8,960 acre# these for crperimesntal
purposes, and of that a 3,000 acres w as
nothirg but sand, but irrigation is playing a
great part there. They have got an electri-
cal y slant that turns out 14, 000,060 gallons of
W a’rm per annum at a cosd of 35 8d. per 1,000
gelions. That i x what could Be done here.
That is what was done in Hildura, in Vie-
toria, and they have »lro dvnc it at Renmark,
in South Austraha We¢ know how well they
have done in agricalture in the north-west
coust of South Ausiralia, whare their rainfall
iz very small. I have a rcturn here which
shows that in Jouth Awnstralia they have
838, OL/O square miles of country, on which
there is a rainfall of not more then 10 inches
per annum, and they have over 1.000,000
square miles on which the rainfall is not
more than from 10 inches to 20 inchus.

Mr. THEODORE :
proper time there.

Mr. E. B. C. CORSER: Not in all cases.
I happened to be in touch with the men
who were engaged in cultivation down there.

[Mr.E. B.C. Corser.
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These men take up their land and make
their furrows, and then when the rain
comes—they wait for it if it does not come
at the oxact date—they plant their wheat,
and with it they plant the fertiliser of super-
phosphate at an expenditure of 2s. 6d. per
acre, and from that they get their return.
The difference is this: that we want to give
more instruction to the farmers in ce1ta1n
mstuus You have to have differens kinds
of farming for different soils. You have to
work your soil back. You must plough deeper
and you must also pack wour seed and
fertiliser if you wish to do ‘well in certain
We find thdt these things arc done
South Wales and Vlc‘ona, and even
~re they have a rainfall
rqual to what we have.
Cur winter rainfall.
are 138 No ques-
ticn about it, that thﬂre re many on the
lind in this State to- Qay wasiing their time
for w ant of knowledge how to get the best
vesults from the lznd by the use of ferbilis-
ing manures—how and when to apply them,
and thus enable them to employ labour at
good wages
Mr. B : The department should give
them the information.

Mr. E. B. . CORSER: The department
should +u1n their attention to the appoint-
ment of a district council for the purpose
of a=s1st1nb in educe the agriculturist
amd providing fi ciontists to make

ﬁ‘]mwhe,e
Mr. HUNTER:

Mr. E. B. C. CORSER: T

a study of the = , soils, fertilisers, irri-
gation, and drainage in connection with
farms. (Hecear, hear 1} In little Tasmania

they have no less than sixty-seven boards of
agriculture. That is what is said by the
head of the Agricultural Department in Tas-
mania—

“ During the year many boards have
been visited, either by myself or by one
or more of the members of the expert
staff of the department. A number of
lectures and practical demonstrations
have been given, and have been well at-
tended. The practice of submitting mat-
ters of general interest to farmers for
the cousideration of the various boards
of agriculture throughout the State has
been continued, and much valuable in-
formation is disseminated thereby.”

Then again he says—

“The farmers to be succewsiul now
must kecp abreast of the times, and to
do this they cannot afford to miss any
opportunity of gaining information.”

The whole of what 1 say is based on that—
that the farmer is not c»quipl‘)m{ with tha infor-
mation necessary to make ordinary farming
successful in Queensland outside the sugar
crop. (Hear, hear!)

Mr. HUNTER: Plame the Minister.

Mr. E. B. C. CORSER: He has not had
time to do anything yet. He is doing very
well. This is a further paragraph from the
Tasmanian repori—

“A start has been made to systemati-
cally analyse the soils of our principal
fruit-growing districts, a work which
will neces mnlv take tlme but which,
when completed, will be of the greatest
value to all fruitgrowers, as it will show
definitely how to treat and manure the
various fruit soils in order to obtain the
best results therefrom.”

Now, we have enormous tracts of Crown
iands adjacent to existing railway lines
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which are producing fairly large timber ox
heavy undergrowth, which shows that the
land is capable of production. We have
between Gympie and the Isis the country
known as the Wallum Crown lands, and in
that region between the North Coast Rail-
way and the coast there are over 100,000
acres of Crown land. The soil must have
certain good qualities fo producs the timber
and undergrowth. If it was utilised for
producing fruits or cereals, there would be
no need to provide coramun ion to it, as
it is quite close to the railwey as it is.
Thers are tens of thousands of acres of land
there which should be brought into wuse, but
which at the present time isonly a harbour for
n and noxious weeds. I notice that
wa are go.ng to have a Rabbit Bill at last.
This i = matter which core up for
discussica before, and I have heard it zaid by
A member sitting on this side of the House
that the regulations in connection with the
rabbit question ought to be relaxed. Itwas
given us a reason for relaxing the regulations
that «s the rabbits were migratory, if there
wers no fences then they would all migrate
northward, When I was traveiling through
the other States I made it my business to
find out ths opinions of some of the oldest
farmers and settlers in those States. I asked
them what they thought about relaxing the
regulations against the rabbits to let the rab-
bits migrate northward, and they absolutely
ridiculed such an idea. They point out that
there are two classes of rabbits—the migra-
tory and the non-migratory. The migratory
rabbits generally live in small warrens or
in the bushes or logs, and in the cold weather
they might migrate to the north. The non-
migratory rabbits live in larger warrens,
and never leave them unless they are starved
out. It is the non-migratory rabbit which
is more numerocus and destructive, and if
they are driven out of thsir warrens, they
depart for more congenial pastures, either
to the north, south, west, or east. These
are the rabbits which are doing all the
harm in the Southern States, and. therefore,
I think it wou'd be ncthing less than crimi-
nal for any Government to relax in the
slightest degree their endeavours to keep the
rabbits from spresading over Queensland, es-
pecially the agricultural parts. I have seen
the enormous losses that have been sustained,
and which will continue to be sustained, by
the farmers and graziers of the other States,
by the presence of such huge numbers of
rabbits and hares. In New South Wales, in
the year 1910, the export of hares and rabbits
totulled no less than 8,000,000 pairs, and
you can go on to places like I visited—
Orangs. Blayney, and Bathurst—in those
three distriets, which are all adjacent, they
send 35,000 rabbits weckly for export. Vet,
in the %Trazing lands, there is still an in-
creass, and the agriculturist has to turn
his attention to wire netting, digging out,
and fumigating. Those are the non-migra-
tory rebbits, and we ought not to be led
away by any misstatement:—I do not say
theyv are wilfully made, I am sure not—as
to what would happen to these rabbits if
thev oniy had fres access across the country.
I think there is one means by which we
can kave a great deal better legislation in
connection with clossr settlement in some of
the larger agricultural districts of the State,
and that is by more decentralisation in the

Lande Department. They cannot control
matters at such long distances from
Brisbane. There is no doubt that our Lands

11 Juwy.]
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Department is excellently managed. I do
not think I could put my finger upon a man
who does not seem very capable, and ful-
fils the duries entrusted to him, but there
are duties beyond their power, which can
only be properly handled by having a man on
the spot to see how the lands can be best

handled. I hope the time will come when
such districts as the Burnet:. where we have
8,500,000 acres of land, will have more

experts and officials on the spot to see that
the land is properly handled.

My, Bowumax: Have you no land agent
there?

Mr. & B. C. CORSER: Yes, we have
one land a but it is in ible for
him to undsstake the heavy dutiwes de-

volving apon en offiee ol that kind, and
what 1 am asking for. If it iz necsssary to
have an army of 't down here, how
can oue be expected to curry out the duties
in a district where thore is one-seventh of
the half of the population of Qucensland?
Another thing is this: There is one industry
which is rapidly growing, and it is a very
profitable one, if properly handled, and that
is the poultry industry. If that industry
was encouraged more by the Department of
Agriculture and the Justice Department it
would be very much better. We know we
have poultry shows which are not run for
profit at all. They are run simply by the
subseriptions that are voluntarily given,
with no endowment, and they are not
allowed to run art unions to assist them to
pay expenses, although anyone can run art
unions for ecducational purposes. I would
like to know what can be more educational
than a well-equipped poultry show. I do
not know anything that would distribute
more knowledge and do more good to a
large number of people, and whi they should
be debarred from the advantages that others
possess, 1 cannot conceive. 1 hope it will
be remembered that there are two classes of
poultry shows-—one run for the purposes of
gain and one for the purpose of education
and those that are run for educational pus-
poses should have the sympathy of the Justice
Department and of other departments, and
they should be given an opportunity to raise
funds, when no endowment is given. The
report of the Royal Clommissicn on the nieat
industry was very instructive reading, I am
sure cvervone will admit, and we will prob-
ably havs an opportunity of dealing with
thkat later on, but theve is one thing that is
quite clesr: it shows the gr sdvantage
thet meatworks are to our cattle-breeding
country, and I hope the day is not far dis-
tant when we will enjoy this privilege in
the Wide Bay and Burnett districts by the
establishment of meatworks at Port Mary-
borough. At Geelong therc are new meat-
works, and right throughout the district the
naople are loud in their praise of the dif-
ference in prosperitv sincs the establishment
of those works. There is another matter,
although I do not intend to dwell on i
this stage, and that is the proposi
an alteration in the Elections Act. No
doubt it does not come too soon, and in the
interests of justice and fair play the sooner
it comes the better, and I spesk feelingly
when I say that. I think hon. members on
the other side, too, will sympathise with me
when 1 say it. (Hear, hear!) It is very
gratifying to know that during the lask
twelve months there has been practically no
industrial strikes or lockouts in Queensland.

Mr. E. B. C. Corser.]
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An Opposirion MeueiR: Is that due to the
Liberal party?

Mr. E. B. C. CORSER : Due to the Liberal
party passing the Peace Industrial Act.

Mr. MurpHY: What about Cloncurry?

Mr. E. B. C. CORSER: If the hon. mem-
ber will only take the trouble to investigate
the facts in connection with Cloncurry, he
will see it was no strike nor lockout. A
certain number of men—and quite within
their rights—said, “ We want you to employ
us on day work and not piece work,” and
the employers quite rightly said, “ We are
not going to cmploy you on day work.
There is plece work for yéu.” The men left,
and consequently it was neither a lockout nor
a strike.

Mr. MurpEY: It is an industrial trouble.

Mr. E. B. C. CORSER: It is an indus-
trial trouble, but neither a strike nor a lock-
out, and you cunnot pass legislation to pro-
vide for contingencies of that kind. Theve
is one thing quite certain, and that is, that
the industrial peace of Queensland compares
very favourably indeed with the industrial
peace of any other State of the Common-
wealth during the last twelve months. The
more the Industrial Peace Act is known and
understood, the more it will be appreciated
by those who opposed it the strongest.

Mr. McCoruack: One of the biggest in-
dustrial troubles that ever ocourred in
Queensland is in progress at the present
moment, .

Mr. E. B. C. CORSER: I believe the In-
dustrial Peace Act will be able to cope with
that trouble.

Mr. THEODORE:
put in gaol?

Mr. E. B. C. CORSER: I believe the com-
mon sense of both the employer and the em-
ployees, whzn they are working under an
Act like the one passed last session, will
keep them from any such disastrous results
as the putting of people in gaol. I think
the people of Queensland have as much com-
mon senze as the pecple of any part of the
world, and I do not think anyone will go
to the extreme as to make it necessary to
punish or penalise them. I sincerely hope
so, at any rate.

* Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): I rise to support
the motion moved by the hon. member for
Fassifern, and seconded by the hon. mem-
ber for Port Curtis, in reply fo the Speech
delivered by His Excellency the Governor
in opening this session of the Parliament of
Queensland. I have to congratulate the
mover and the seconder on the way in which
they handled the subject, and I

[7 p.m.] think they did it with credit to

. themselves and also with safis-
faction to the House. I would like to refer
to the absence of Mr. Wienholt from this
Chamber. I think that we lost a very able
debater and a very good member, and I am
sure that this House and also the electorate

Who are they going to

of Fassifern will find the new member, Mr. -

Bell, a vory able follower of Mr. Wienholt.
Dealing with the subject of the Speech
itself, I fiote that His Excellency says, in
opening, that he is gratified to be able to
congratulate the country on a continuance
of the good seasons with which it has been
favoured for a good many successive years.
I regret verv much that, whilst the major
portion of Queensland has had the benefit
of good segsons, there are parts of it—more
particularly the parts of it in which I am

[Mr.E.B.C.Corser. .
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interested, that is to say, the Northerm
Downs—which have had particularly dry
seasons during the last twelve months. The
dairying, cultivators, and the people on the
land generally have suffered very many
reverses, and in some cases the dairy stock
had to be taken from the Dalby district and
brought doewn to the Moonie River district
for grass, which meant that the land, for
which the people had paid large pricss, was
lying idle, and they had to pay agistment
and to travel stock from my electorate, and
also from Murilla, and on the whole suf-
fered very severe losses by additional
freights and expcnses. IHis Excellency also
refers to his visit to various parts of the
State, and speaks of travelling in the Cen-
tral, Northern, and Western portions of
Queensland. I know that, in addition to
His Excellency, several Ministers—in fact,
the majority of them—have occupied the
recess in touring the State. I think it is
very wise of them to do that, and to keep
up the practice, because unless they do so
they cannot keep in touch with the grow-
ing settlements and new districts. T had the
pleasure of seeing two different Ministers in
wmy district, and I am sure they were
honest in their remarks when they said that
they were very much surprised at the very
great progress that had been made in it. I
hope, as I said, that they will continue that
practice, because if they do not they cannot
expect to be able to help to legislate satis-
factorily for these districts., His Hxcellency
further, in his Speech, refers to abattoirs,
and speaks of the meat industry. Now, I
would like to say this briefly: That, al-
though they are starting abattoirs, they are
to be only for the metropolis. Probably
that is a move in the right direction; you
must deal with the larger centres of popu-
lation first. But I want to tell those persons
who are responsible for ths government of
the country that we do not want everything
in the metropolis. There are other places
that require consideration, and there are
towns all over Queensland, and especially
towns like Toowoomba. In addition to these
abattolrs, the peopie in the metropolis are
very well catered for at present by private
enterprise. You have private firms carrying
on their business under proper supervision and
chbserving the regulations to the very letter.
There has been a very marked difference in
the way in which the regulations are now
carried out in the country towns. For a time
there things were very slack, and it is well
known to this Houre what went on. There
was absolutely no supervision, and what was
said about lumpy stock getting on to the
market and bsing sold to the consumer was
absolutely true. I have known cases in
which people have gone to the salevards
and bought lumpy beasts, and they have
disappeared—they were not boiled down.
Whether they were sent to other markets or
not, the fact remains that they disappeared.
It is suggested that legislation should be
brought 1n to deal with the Elections Acts.
Personally I arn not very ks=en on the intro-
duetion of the postal vote. 1 have had one
experience only, and it been more than
unsatisfactory. I say, as far as that is con-
cerned, that it is desirable to extend the
franchise and the oprortunity to exercise it
to persons who are not in a condition to
attend the poll, and I would suggest that
the legislation should be watched very care-
fully, and that a person living within 5
miles of a polling-booth- should be allowed
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to exercise the postal vote only on some
doctor or some nuxse certifying that she
is unfit to go to the poll. My experience
of an election was only once when the
postal vote was in operation, and it cer-
tainly did not affect the result, but if we
had been anything like close I could have
knocked the whole thing to pieces. I had
no fewer than eighty-seven postal votes,
with the names ‘“J. T. Bell” written by
one person, and that one person was one of
his committee.

Mr. Kirwan: It was quite the thing right
‘éhroughout Queensland ; they were paid to
o it.

Mr. VOWLES: It was a handwriting I
knew very well, and in some instances the
names were practically the same.

Mr. LenNoN: Then you will no? support
it?

Mr. VOWLES: I will support it with
certain limitations, but not without very
great restrictions. Then the Speech makes
a reference to prickly pear. I dare say
there is as much prickly pear in my elec-
torate as there is in most other electorates,
and I have had a good deal of experience with
the land laws, and have seen the practical
side of it. I do not think there is any land
in my electorate that is not occupied, un-
less it is useless land, and there is not much
of that, and I think that those settlers have
not had the encouragement that they might
have had from the department, and have
not been treated as liberally as it is possible
to treat them. We are told by Mr. Temple
Clerk, whose book I have here, that this
pest 1s rapidly taking charge of Queensland,
and is occupying land at the rate of
1,000,000 acres annually, and if that is going
to go on for ten years, whilst we are ex-
perimenting on 100,000 acres, then in that
time, according to one of the officers of the
Lands Department, 10,000,000 acres will have
gone torack and ruin. We are spending money
on commissions and scientific research, and so
far we have not got any results. I believe
Dr. White has stated that the methods
adopted by Mr., Roberts at Dulacca even
oexceed expectations. If that is so, what is
the use of further exnense in the direction
in which it is going? If the amount of
money that is being spent by thess comuais-
sioners going round to different countries
and seeking information, and these depart-
mental expenses, and the expenses of these
scientists, were put into poison, we would
have enough to clear that 1,000,080 acrcs
that we arc being tcld by 2Mr. Clerk is
being lost cvery year. Mr. Clerk, in his
letter, seems to me to be reprimanding his
department very severely. 1 conzider that
the production 1s a moszt remarkable onec,
coming from a subordinate in the depart-
ment. He iz criticising: the Government
methods, criticising his department, and
posing as an authority on the subject, and I
do not know how he can pose as an
authority.

Mr. THeoDORE: Mr. Clerk is an admitted
authority, and is supposed to know.

Mr. VOWLES: It is a pity he was not an
authority in Dulacca, where the pear is,
because it was during his time that the pedr
took hold. He appears to have a brief for
Mr. Roberts, too. He tells us that that man
has been treated very badly, and should
have been given larger areas and better
conditions.

{1 Jurv.]
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Mr. KIrwaN: If you gave it in areas of
10,000 and 20,000 acres, you would soon get
people to clear it.

Mr. VOWLES: It remains to be seen
what Mr. Roberts is going to do, and
whether his experiments will be a success.
Practical men, who have visited the district
and seen his work within the last few weeks,
are very sceptical as to what the result is
going to be. They say he is making a cer-
tain amount of progress, but he has got nc
further than we have got during our know-
ledge of prickly pear. Ie has killed the
top growth, but he has not yet proved that
he is able to kill the bulb. If you do not
kill the bulb, or the seedlings, you may just
as well leave it alone. The question of
prickly pear brings me to the subject of the
TLand Act. There was a deputation recently
in Brisbane, representing a very large body
of selectors. One gentleman alone repre-
sented 600 selectors, so you can 1magine
how many selectors were interested in the
conference, and the amount of land they
held. The Minister favourably considered
one suggestion which was made, and that

_ was that the rent-paying term of the prickly-

pear selections should be extended. I thinlk
that that was the very least that he could
have done; because when he is doing it, we
are told in the first place that this land is
not an asset to the Crown—in fact, it is a
menace to the other tenants of the Crown—
and it would be better to give it away alto-
gether, as was dome in the past, with
a bonus, than to let it stand there and help
to depreciate the value of surrounding land.
Now, what is good for the prickly-pear man
and the prickly-pear areas should be good
for every other class of selector, and I wish
to say a little on the subject of the agri-
cultural farm selector, and also of the graz
ing farm selector in prickly-pear areas. The
Secretary for Public Lands, in replying to
that. deputation, said that th.ere were no
agricultural farms with the prickly pear om
them. I was much astonished to hea‘;; such a
statement. It is rather the reverse, In some
districts you find there are prickly-pear
s-lections with no prickly pear on; but if
vou look down to some of the agricultural
farms, you will find pear on them that is
almost an impossibility to clean; vet that
land, according to the law, must be opened
at a2 minimum of 10s. per acre.

Mr. THEODORE: That was a very ssrious
statement of the Minister for Lands.

Mr. VOWLES: I don’t care. What I say
is true,

Mr. KirwaN: We only have it frem that
gide of the House now and then.

Mr. VOWLES: I own a prickly-pear selec-
tion, and I know something about it. Only
last week I drove out 23 miles to a place
known as Canaca, and was shown a selec-
tion which had been selected at 10s. an
acre. It was thickly infested with prickly
pear, although there were flats that had
scattered pear on them, and that man
was asked to pay 10s. an acre for the
land: but if he had his dues he should
be given ‘a bonus of 10s. for_ it. The
question may be asked—Why did he come
to select? He is in the same position as
many another man. In the first place, he
was told how prickly-pear land was going
to improve in value, how easy prickly pear
was to get rid of. e investe#l his capital,
and there he is—he can neither make use of
his land nor get rid of the prickly pear.

Mr. Vowles.]
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Such cases require legislating for. I sub-
mit that the land laws, more particularly as
regards prickly-pear selections, are experi-
mental.  We have made changes in them
from time to time, and further changes will
have to be made so as to make provision for
the clearing of the prickly-pear land from
the pest. The agricultural farm man is not
askisig—and he did not ask the Minister—
for sny consideration by way of reduction of
his purchasing price-—neither did the prickly-
pesr man. I would like to impress on the
House that they arve all quite prepared to
mect their obligations to the Government in
the way of payment. All they ask for is
this: * We have got inte something we do
not understand—the Government did not
understand, or they would not have put us
therc—therefore, we ask you to reconmsider
our position, and give us extendsd time, so
as to cnable us to live and make a little
moner in the meantime, and carry out our
conditicns.”

My, Tueopore: I am afraid they will
have to wait for a Labour Government.

Mr. VOWLES: If they have to
for @ Labour Government. I am afraid
they will Lave to wait for a very long
time. I am certainly with the XNinister
when he stated that the first thing to be
done is to clear the pear—keep a man
up to his conditions as fsr as that is
concerned—hut  the man who sinks his
time and labour and money in doing .it
should be given every consideration. Now,
take the case of the grazing farms. There
are plenty of places on Northern Downs, in
Murilla, and in remote parts of my elec-
torate, where there are grazing farms. When
these lands were selected as grazing farms,
there were no conditions as to prickly pear;
those conditions have been imposed upon
them since they selected their land. There
were other grazing farmers in other parts of
Queensiand who were on the same rental
basis regards payment as those people
who are in prickly-pear areas, but they, on
account of having no pest, had not, of course,
to go to the annual expwnditure that those
people who have the pest arc obliged to do.
The Act makes provision that in certain
cases after the expiration of the tsrm of a
grazing farm, the Land Court may, if money
has been expended in the clearing of pear,
grant a concession by way of extension of
lease, or other concessions—it does not say
what they are. It is a remarkable thing
that, although applications have been made
to the Land Court by selectors to avail therm-
selves of thoss sections, no action has ever
been taken. These are men who. when they
selected their land, and entered into a con-
tract with the Government to undertake to pay
certain rent, and that is all they undertook.
Since then the Government, which is a privi-
leged Isndlord, puts on them, by Act of
Parliament, further conditions, and requires
them to clear prickly pear, and keep the
land clear of it. In some instances these
men have to pay as much as £200 a year.

Mr. LexsoN: When the railway line to
Tara was going through, did you not say
that it would be a. good paying line?

Mr. VOWLES: No, I never argued that ;
I was not in Parliament then. Whoever
did so did not know what he was talking
about, because there is prickly-pear country,
brigalow scrub, and melon holes, and it
would take a fortune to make it pay.

[Mr. Vowles.
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Mr. TEEODORE: That is a different tale to
what we heard.

Mr. VOWLES: It would pay if the Go-
vernment did as I wanted them to do,
and that is to purchase some of the big pro-
perties round about it—such as Loudoun and
Bon Accord. There are good blocks of 30,000
and 40,000 acres through which the line
passes. If they did that and put cleser
settlement on it it would pay. They are
resuming Halliford, though it is full of pear,
and it can only be taken up as cheap land.
If the line is going to pay, it will have to
be extended to the wnol distriets and through
clean country to Brigalow Creck and right
down towards Surat. We have heard a
good deul about the via recta and the
Drayion, deviatien. Well, I do nc¢t think
this Government would be justified in pro-
ceading with either of those works while
the agricultural lines remsin unfinished.
Those two lines are simply for the benefit
of closely-settled districts and to deal with
the increased trade which hus occurred since
the railway was built. The lines that are
being ssked for are in districts where the
psople have gone out and pionesred. In
many cases before they went out they were
promised railwsy communication within a
reasonable time. Whilst on the subject of
railways I would like to refer again to the
accommodation provided on the Western
Railway. You can take any Tuesday or
Iriday when the Western mail trains are
running, and you will find a shamefnl state
of affairs. There is not even adequate
seating accommodation, and very frequently
there is no lavatory accommodation, or, i
there is, it is reserved for some individual
or individuals, and the gencral public have
to suffer both going out and coming in.
There is another matter that I would like
to refer to in this connection, and that is
the railway service from Roma, Chmchlll_a,
and Dalby, to Toowoomba. The train
arrives at Toowoomba every night at half-
past 9 o’clock, but there is no train to
Brisbane until the next day, with the re-
sult thst all the people arriving from the
West have either to remain the night in
Toowoomba or else come down in what is
called the ‘““dog box.” Ivery week nearly
I have to travel in the  dog box”—
(laughter)—and I speak very feclingly. The
accommodation we get is one second-class
carriage, and sometimes it is full to over-
flowing. It is high time that the Com.
missioner put on decent railway accommo-
dation if he is going to have a service
weist of Toowoomba. Don’t let us be shut
up in Toowoomba all night, but let us get
to Brishane, because the loss of half a day
is a serious thing to the Western man.
With the Western mail, when you get to
Toowoomba from Brishane, the Teowoomba
people get out, but just as many get in,
and it is quite the exception when I go
from here to Dalby that I get a seat for
150 miles. You reach Dalby at 10 o’clock
at night, and the people who are going
further west are glad to sce the last of the
Dalbyites so that they can get lying down
room. Many of thoss people are iéra"vellm:s,r
to Charleville and Cunnamulla, and that is
the kind of accommodation they get. I
notice that there has been a certair} desire
evinced on the part of the Opposition to
I do not know where the
desire springs from, but it is not so long since
I saw the report of onme Labour candidate



Address in Reply.

who said that the Labour party never had the
farmers’ support and they did not want it——

Mr. THEODORE: That was disproved on
3lst May. \

Mr. VOWLES : And he said he would like
to get them under his heel and keep them
there.

OpposiTioN Mzumsers: Who said that?

Mr. VOWLES: One of your people. The
farmer knows it, too, and I can assure you
he is not going to be caught with chaff, and
you are not going to get him under your
heel, but he is going to keep you under his
heel.

Mr. BowMaN: Mr. Page got the farmery
vote in your district at the last election.

Mr. VOWLES: On the subject of pure
seed, I would like to see the Department of
Agriculture take the matter in hand. I
know what occurred only last season. There
was a limited amount of seed which cams
from Roma, I think 1t was, and it was sold to
certain reallers. I know exactly what they
got, and T know they supplied ten times the
quantity in my electorate, so that it could
not all have been true to label. I think the
department should take the matter in hand.
They should acclimatise cereals, and get
varieties suitable for the different districts
and retail the seed to the farmers so that
the latter’ would know what they were get-
ting. The Rabbit Bill affects my district.
I thick the rabbit question is one that
should be mnationalised. It is not a [fair
thing that any one set of individuals should
have to pay for dealing with the rabbits.

There has never been a rabbit seen in the -

Dalby district, and I cannot see why the people
in that district should have to pay for the
destruction of rabbits any more than the
people of Brishane. There are lots of
people in my district who are religiously
paying thes rabbit tex, and they want to
know why. Some of them would be pleased
to see somes rabbits, because then they could
have w bit of sport; they could do some

irg; but we cannc: get even that much
out of it, and we huve to pay while the
people in the coastal distriets pay nothirg
I am very glad to zee that there is to te
an amendment of the Liquor Act. There is
no doubt that the Act is farcicul as it is at
progent. I 1 'ferred when the Bill was be-
fore the House gxesion, to the dau:e
denling with the cubical dimensions ol bed-
recoms. 4 know tances in my own eleet
rate, as well ws others in Brisbhanse, T
people provided, not the 800 cubic feet re-
quired hr the Act of 1385, but 900 cubic
feet to e on the s=fe sids. As the Act
stands at present, no person, is allowed to
sleep in # room containing less than 1,000
cubic feet; but, if vou pull down a Wall
and put two of these roowus into one,
have 1,800 cubic feet, and then three per
sons are entitled to s,‘mep there. Surely that
was never intended. When the members of
another House—especially the me:lical mem-
bers—were studving the health of the people
and wanted 1,000 cubic feet, they should have
considered those structures which were al-
ready in existenca. There arc other matters
in the Aect which require attention. Thero
is the man on the steamer trading between
ports on Sunday. As the Act smnds he
cannot have a drink on Sunday. That is
a slip which was never intended. The szc-
tion was meant to apply to packet licenses
and not to oversea steamers. Then there
is the provision dealing with the boni fide

[l JuLv.]
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traveller. The man travelling by steamer
between Brisbane and Cairns, who gets off
at one of the intervéning ports on a Sunday,
is a stranger so far as refreshments are
concerned, and the man who is accustomed
to liquor on a hot summer day in the North
requires it—and he generally gets. ib.

Hon. R. Puirp: The Northern people are
much more temperate than the Southern
people.

Mr. VOWLES: I am very pleased to hear
it, but I would like to see “Knibbs’’ on
that. The same thing applies to passengers
by trains and coaches. A man arriving at
a Western town on a Sunday after a long
journey along dusty roads cannot get his
drink. Suzelv that can be easily rectified.
The old limit of 5 miles constituting a
man a boni fide possibly

traveller was

-abused; but if you make it 20 miles then

nob ody will travel that distance merely for
a drink. If a man is travelling solely for
the purpose of getting drink, you can casily
legislate to deal with him.

Mr. Tuzopore: It would ke pretty hard
for the man who travelled bond fide 19 miles.

Mr. VOWLES: Well, there must be some
limit. There is another matter I want to
refer to in comnection with land. I would
like to see the Iencing Act amended. The
Act is altogether 1mpractlcable It goes
back to 1861, and therc has only been one
small a*nendmeqt since then. It was brought

in and passed before the advent

[7.20 p.m.] of wirc fencing in Queensland.

In that Act you have ‘the test of
what is a proper fence in the country. A
fence heas to be erected, the cost of which
is squivalent to the cost of a thres-rail fence.
Just imagine what would be the cost of a
three-rail feace on Jimbour Plain, where
you have to fravel probably 50 miles to
gst the rails and eart them to the scene of
operativms.  Why, the cast would ko con-
sidersbly over £100 a mile. Yet that is the
present test of swhet constitutes a fence in
the countrr under the Fencing Act. There
ers many other things in conzcction with
thai Aet which require apiending, notably
the provisions with regard to existing im-
provements and the six months” limitation.
Xfeny persons do not know anything sbout
the iix month® limitation, with the result
that ther lose their remedy at law. Particu-
larly in this the case in desling with new
l‘ln(n, where the six months do not begin
until the license to occupy is issued. People
do noi know where thev are in such cases,
ind the Lands Depa nt often do noi know
whether the mueiter is one which should be
sttled by mdwniual % cours of luw, or
Whethr r it should le @ettled by the Land
Court. There is aunobther matter which I
have besn asked to bring before the House
for its consideration, and that is the subject
of closer settlement. In fackt, I have been
asked, if the Government will not consider
the application of the Jimbour seitlers, to
bring m a motion asking the House to ex-
press its opinion on the subject.

Mr. THEODORE:

now?

Are you going to do it

nr, VOWLES: I cannot say that at
present I am going to do it. This s
not the proper time. As hon. membsrs
know, Jimbour was repurchased by the

(‘rown at a high figure, and after it was
subdivided it was selected. The land has

Mr. Vowles.]
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been selected by people from all over Aus-
tralia. We have. settlers there from New
Zealand, Tasmania, Viectoria, and, in fact
every one of the States, including the North
ern Territory, and we have also representa
tives from Mngland, Ireland, and Scotland.
Those pecple have come and selected the
land, and they are not able to make a ““do
of it. The remarkable thing to me is that they
do nol complain about the value put upon the
land, though somwe of them have paid up to
£6 10s, an acre for it, and have to pay 8 per
cent. on the capital value to the Government
by way i rent and redemption, and then
make a living for thewmsslves. Two deputations
have at different times waited upon the Min-
ister for Lands, and I was present with
both. One was a deputation of representa-
tives of selectors at Kaimkillenbun, and the
other a deputation representing selectors at
Kaimkillenbun, Perriman,
They pointed out to the Minister that they had
had to contend with very adverse seasons,
and showed that they had spent the whole
of their capital in improving their selec-
tions. These sclectors have spent lirge sums
on their holdings. It is not an ordinary case
of ‘selection, and these men have spent from
£1,600 to £3,000 and £4,000 on improve-
ments—not extravagant improvements but
y  improvements—ploughing, and
in seed, and paying the frst deposit
on their lands; and they have never got a
crop. They have to meet the heavy demands
made upon them by the department, but they
are nct asking the department to reconsider
the purchase money or forego any part of
the purchase money. Ther simply ask tha
«department o extend the time for the 1a7
ment of the purchase money over a gre.iev
number of years, so that their parments will
‘be 4 per cent. interest on the capital and 1
per cent. redemption, instead of 5 per cent.
interest and 3 per cent. redemption which
‘they have to pay at present. They urge that
this would be a fair thing in view of the
fact that they have spent large sums of
meney on their selections and have not yet
oot any return out of the ground. In addi-
tion to the payments they have to make to
the department they have to pay shire taxes,
the marsupial tax, and all classes of taxa-
tion, and have at the same time to make a
livelihood for themrselves and their families.
And all, they ask is that the time for the
payment for the land should be extended, so
that their annual payments may press less
hardly on them, but as far as I know the
department is not prepared to accede to
their vequest. Yt is all very well to talk
about the solemness of contracts, but there
are other things to be ‘considered. This is
not a personal matter, or a matter of busi-
ness altogsther. The main object of the de-
partment is to put desirable people on the
Tand.
Mr. KrewaN: And keep them there.

Mr., VOWLES: Yes, and keep them there,
and if you find that they are disappointed,
and things have not come up to their expecta-
tion, the department should recognise that as
they are bond fide settlers that they are
doing their best, that it is through no fault
of their own that they have met with re-
verses, and that they are therefore entitled
to every consideration. This is a national
matter. and those selectors should be con-
sidered in the interest of the State. The
New South Wales system is one under which
the payment is extended over thirty-eight
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years, with 4 per cent. and 1 per cent. in-
terest and sinking fund payments. That is
what many of these persons have been ac-
customed to, and that is what they ask for.
They say that when they came here they
were not aware that there were so many
outgoings to be reckoned with, that they did
not know they had to pay such high prices
for the storage of their stuff before it was
sold, that they had to pay such high rates
of commission, which they affirm are double
what they have been accustomed to, thab
they did not know that the seasons wers so
uncertain, and generally that they did nct
know that the whole business was as pre-
carious as it turned out to be. Those people
are on the land and have sunk their money
there. The department says, “We will not
deal harshly with you, but will treat every
man on his merits and deal with each case
individually.” That is all very well if you
have a sympathetic Minister, but we may
have a sympathetic Minister one day and
a Minister who is not sympathetic the next.
These men want their business done in a
business-like way, and not left to the caprice
of a Minister who may not be sympathetic.
The Scotchmen who are settled there brought
£3,000 and £4,000 each, and they do not
want to lose it altogether. They say, *“ You
have got our money; extend the term for
our payments, and make them less harsh, so
that we may make a decent living in the
meantime.”

ir. HUNTER: What have the Government

to «ay about it?

Mr. VOWLES: I do not know, and am
walting to hear what they will have to say
about the matter, though I am rather afraid
that it is nov going to be quite satisfactory.
Newspaper articles on the subject have ap-
peared in the ¢ Toowoomba Chronicle,”
and have lsen copied into the daily papers,
adversely criticising the sclectors and their
methods. Who wroiz them has never been
found out—probably he is some fictitious
individual. Some people think these articles
are & joke, but they have not been taken wx a
joke by the Lands Department. One reas
given why these selectors should not receive
consideration is that one of them has got
a motor-car, but it is not mentioned that he
had #£7,000, 'and that he has sunk that
money in the ground. Another selector is
charged with exiravagance because he is a
bit of a #port, and had a shot at some
pigeons, when 1t is alleged he should have
been digging up the soil or carrying out
farming  operations. Other sslectors have
been accused of having grand furniture and
beautiful houses. ' Men go on to the land
with their wives and families, and they
sink from £3,000 to £6,000 in improvements
and work on that land. Well, if they
are going to live there, surely they are
entitled to a decent house to live in. (Hear,
hear!) These are the remarks and the
criticisms which we saw in the newspaper.
We find that people who know absolutely
nothing about these things are criticising
bond fide men who are trying to make a
livelthood and carry out their contract. I
was pleased to hear the leader of the Oppo-
sition say that he would do everything to
facilitate the passage of measures that came
before the House.

Mr. TuzopoRE: He did not say that. He
said all reasonable measures which we
approved of.
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Mr. VOWLES: The measures that come
from this side are all reasonable, and that
is what he intended. 1 trust that the
leader of the Opposition will be true to his
promise, and that his pariy will carry 1t out.

Mr. TuEoDORE: Is that your benediction? .

Mr. VOWLES: Yes, my benediction.
{Laughter.) I would like to say, in con-
clusion, that I think the time has arrived
when the Government should make a trial
in the construction of railways by contract.

Mr. HuNTER: Is that all?

Mr. VOWLES: Yes, I think it is neces-
sary. I am connected with a local authority,
and we found that it was absolutely neces-
sary to find out what we were getting for
our money—to find out if we were asked to
pay more for day labour than we would be
by contract. I do not mind telling you that
we found that we were not getting a fair
thing from the men by day labour. The
same thing applies to the construction of
railwav lines by day labour. I am certain
it applied to the construction of the Tara
line, because there were dozens of men
drawing pay who were not doing even aver-
age work. .

Mr. Kirwan: That is a strong indictment
on the Railway Department _

Mr. VOWLES: Yes it is; but it is true
all the same.

Mr. Kizwan: Will yvou support a Royal
Commission to inguire into the Railway
Department?

Mr. VOWLES: Yes. I do not see why
we should aliow such a state of things to
exist in our own interests. We are the cus-
todians of the people’s monev, and we
should find out which is the most profitable
way to carry on. Personally, I do not be-
lieve in huge contracts and huge profits,
but I do not agree with the present. syste
adopted by the cfficers of the ulway
Departssent as to fhe cost of a railway.
There is no one to check their estimates at
all. Ther simply make an estimate, and if
they do it for less than the cstimate they
turn round and say that they made a profit
of #0 much. Anyone can do that. If I know
a thing will cost £10,000, then to be on the
safe side I will say it will cost £12,000; and
if I do it for £11,000, I will say that that is
a profit of £1,600.

Mr. Mrreyy: What about the statement
which the Minister for Railways presented
the otlier night?

Mr. VOWLES: My experience has been
that the day-labour system is dearer than
contract work. In our district we have
provedsthat you get more value out of con-
‘tract work.

Mr. Gmiies: What about the Cairns Rail-
way ?

Mr. VOWLES: 1 know that the hon.
‘gentlemen opposite advocate day labour. It
1s part of their religion, and they cannot
advocate anything else. But I am giving
facts as to what happened in my own dis-
trict.

Mr. Treopome: The facts show that the
l'ail}vay men on day labour do good honest
work.

Mr. VOWLES: Sometimes.
members will remember what I have said
‘with regard to land in prickly-pear areas.
It is absolutely necessary in the interests of
the man on the land that something should
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be done to help him. He is the small
selector. I am appealing. on behalf of your
friends—the small men. Legislation should
be introduced whereby agricultural farms
and grazing farms in prickly-pear areas
should be distinguished from agricultural
farms and grazing farms outside prickly-
pear areas. I hope that the position of the
Jimbour selectors will also have the con-
sideration of hon. membars. If I get an
unfavourable reply from the Minister, then
when I bring forward that motion to which
I have referred, I trust that it will receive
the support of every member here. What 1
have said will bear any scrutiny and any
inquiry. The Government have only got to
ask their own officials in the district. These
officials thoroughly know the conditions of
the selectors. If the Government make
these inquiries, I am sure that they will
immediately grant what is being asked.

Mr. McCORMACK (Cairns): Before ad-
dressing myself to the main question before
the House, I would like to have a word or
wo on a matter which has been referred
to by one or two members speaking in con-
nection with the administration of the In-
dustrial Peace Act by the Government, and
with reference to the Hampden lockout. I
happen to be the secretarr of the union
which is concerned in this matter. It is a
remarkuable thing that when the Industrial’
Peace Bill was going through the House the
Minister for Works told us that lockouts
would be prevented, but in spite of that we
find that since this lockout the officials of
the court, the judge, and the Minister have
done nothing in connection with the matter,
although it involves something like 5,000 or
6,000 men and dependants.

Mr. Bowuax: Shame!

Mr. McCORMACK : In fact, it is one of
the biggest disputes that has taken place in
Quennsland  for o considerable time, and
ranks third, next to the general strike and
the sugar strike of two years ago. I
thought that the depsrtment would have
taken rome action in this matter, as it is
necessary that the counfry should know
something about the lockout and of the
affairs leading up to the lockout. It is also
necessary that this House should know the
renl facts of the cass. (Hear, hear!) About
twelve months ago, just after the general
election, an agresment was arrived =t be-
twesn all the various companies in the Clon-
curry area. I was the representative of the
men and therc were other representatives
there, and we drew up an agrecment setbing
out the wages to be paid and the conditions
of employment that should obtain in those
mines and at the smelters. These wages
conditions had no reference to contratt work
at all. There was a certain amount of
contract work carried on, such as wood
cutting and carting, and quarrying for
flux, but that was work over which
the mines authorities could not exercise
proper supervision. Work was carried out
under the agreement arrived at between the
association and the various compsniss, and
there was no mention of contract work
whatever. I am pointing out to members of
this House that the Government has not
done its duty in connection with this lock-
out. Tt concerns not only the men engaged
in the mining industry, but the shareholders
in these various mines, the railway men, .
and the Railway Department. who suffer
from the great loss of revenue that is taking

MUr. McCormack.]
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place as a result of the lockout. T really
believe that the lockout was brought about
to affect the share market as regards one
particular mine out there. (Hear, hear!)
There was no mention of contract work in
the agreement which was arrived at, Now,
here is a notice to contractors which was
issued bv the company—note that it is
headed ** Notice to Contractors’”’

“NoricE 70 CONTRACTORS.
)  Friezland.

“ Herewith I enclose a notice to em-
ployees, from which you will note that
it is the intention of this company to
close down all our works and mines on
the 5th of June, provided the terms of
agreement mentioned are not adhered to
by the A.W.U. You will therefore cease
to forward supplies to this company
until further notice.

“(Signed) ErLE HUNTLEY,
“ General Manager,
“ Hampden-Cloncurry Mines.”

In that notice to contractors, to whom no
exception was taken by the men, it in-
structed them to knock off their contracts.
Here is another notice which I will read,
and I hope the Minister will listen carefully
to what T have got to say. This is a notice
to the employees of the various mines, and
reads—
* Norice 10 EMPLOYEES.

“ An asgreement was entered into last
vear with the Executive Council of the
Amalgamated Workers’ Association fix-
ing wages, eti, at which time piecework,
contracting, 2nd bonuses were in vogue.
Latelv, steps have been talken to stop
(‘Work, contracting, etec., without in
rav consulting the companies operat-
ne in this districk. The management
of these comyranies consider this a hresch
1ent, and unless such niecework,
. are recognised as a con-
regret that they
i suspend onerations

cD ERLE HUNTLET,
¢ General T\;{‘hﬂ”‘@l
pden-Cloncurry Minew.”

“Ham

mentioned before. had
rt all, and thess

The worerment. as 1
no meniion of contracis
companies have combined too
the conditions of cmplovment without re-
course to the court, which ¢he hen. gentle-
man teld ws would «ottle all these dizputes.
If tha men ave liahlz to the pains and penal-

: Aet b siriking, or by
tn alter +he conditions
T hald thet the emplovers
» the penalties. as omnlovers
i m]am fov insiigatine a lockout,
combination of emblovers who ar-
# coramon agreement to take sortain
the emiplovers would not submit to
certrin terms of emnloymont. T hold that that
is the case, and T can nrove mv case thst
the disnute i« rc* one of wages or condi-

rived gt
action if

tions 1. T will read some comments
apen this particular mine. or the particular
manager, who cansed this lorkrat, and T will

prove to the satisfaction of this House—at
least T think so—that there werve other
forces at work which caused this lockout,
which has been nushed upon the workers
generallv in the Western parts of Queens-
land. We know that the Hampden Com-
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pany had made certain promises to its share-
holders which it could not fulfil, and to
prove that I will quote from a current paper,
a recognised authority on these ma,ttels, and
that iy the Sydney * Bulletin,” which, on
29th May, says—

“ Hampden-Cloncurry balance-sheet is
not a model of clearness. At a general
meeting the chairman of directors
reckoned on producing copper at £39 per
ton. It seems impossible to make the
report tally with this estimate of £39.
The total cost of producing 2,790 tons of

pany. The Sydney “ Bulletin,” alzo of 20th
May says—

That is the real cause of the lockout, and
T will read another quotation from the
‘“ Bulletin ”’ to prove that the lockout was
really the result of an attempt to rig the
share market and not as a result of the em-
ployees making certain demands on ths com-
pany. The “Sydney Bulletin,” als of 29th
May, says—

“The methods of some of the groups
that control Cloncurry mines are rapidly
putting the Cloncurry scrip in the same
street as that of Cobar. Hampden is
being jockered up and down. The cer-
tainty of the present labour trouble was
well known to a few weeks before it
occurred.”

It was not known to myself.
Mr. May: It was not known to me.

Mz, McCORMACK : And I was secretary
of the organisation. I complain that the
Government has not done anything in this
matter. The judge of the Federal Arbi-
tration Court has power to step in and stop
these affairs. What is the good of our
Industrial Peace Court if it cannot give
relief to these 4,000 or 5,000 men who have
been driven out of Western Queensland, and
put tn considerable expense? Everyone
knows that it requires a considerable sum of
money to get away from Cloncurry. There
iz no other employment in Cloncurry, and the
st place at which work could be ob-
is Charters Towers or Townsville. The
srrment has done nothing in the matter,
and to prove that they should have faken
sme action, if this Act is to be anv good at
all, T will read the interpretation of the
word ‘‘ Lockout’ in the Industris! Peace
Act. which is as follows:—

“ ¢ Lisckout *—The act of an'employer
in closing his place of business. or sus-
pending or discontinuing his business or
any branch thereof, or a refusal or
failure by an employer to coutinus to
employ any number of his emrloyees,
with intent—

(#) To compel or induce any em-
ployees to agree to terms of em-
ployment, or comply with any
demands made upon them by the
said or any other employer; or

(6) To cause loss or inconvenience to
his employees, or any of them; or

(c) To incite, instigate, aid, abet, or
procure any other lockout; or

(@) To assist any other employer to
compel or induce any employees
to agree to terms of employment
or comply with any demands made
by him.”

That is the interpretation of ¢ lockout,”
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and these companies, and this company in
particular, the Hampden-Cloncurry Com-
pany, has been guilty of that, yet there
has been no action taken by the Government.
I think the Act gives power to the judge
to step in. We know the men did not want
to cease work. We know that numerous
other companies—I have the personal opinion
of one manager out there, at least, that he
did not desire this trouble, and yet we have
the trouble brought about, and 5,000 men
and their numnerous dependants put into this
awkward position, just because a few share-
brokers desired to rig the share market.

Mr. WiLLiays: Can you not bring it before
the Industrial Peace Court?

Mr. McCORMACK: After everyone has
left Cloncurry? What is the use of bringing
it before the court? Some of the men are
here, some are in Cobar, and some are in
Broken Hill, and what is the use of bringing
it before the court?

The SrcReTaRY FOR PuBLIc WoORKS: Did
you in any form call the attention of the
judge to it? I do not think you did.

Mr. McCORMACK: The judge of the
Federal Arbitration Court does not wait,
when the employer locks out his. employees,
for the union to notify him. He immediately
talkes steps to have the matter brought before
the court. He asks for a compulsory con-
ference in regard to the matter.

The HoME SECRETARY: The matter must be
brought before the court.

Mr. McCORMACK: You have your
officials. You have the registrar. You have
him attending in connection with the affairs
of the Sugar Board, and why should you not
have him attending to this affair? I hold
that these companies are also guilty under
section 38 of the Industrial Peace Act, which
reads—

“ (1) Any industrial association of em-
ployers which, for the purpose of en-
forcing compliance with the demands of
any employers, orders or incites its
members to refuse or offer employment,
or to continue to employ, shall be deemed
to do an act in the nature of a lockout.”

Now, these companies have met together in
the face of this law, and they have agreed
to do a certain thing, and in the event of
the employees not agreeing or not accept-
ing these conditions, they have said, * We
shall lock you out in defiance of this In-
dustrial Peace Act.” Isaid when the Act was
going through this House, that it was
impossible to force the employers to recog-
nise the Act. The Government told us that the
employer was really the only person who would
suffer to any extent under the Industrial Peace
Act: that he was there, and we could take
his goods and his chattels, but the labourer
could pack up and clear out, and we could
not get hold of him; but in this particular
instance the companies had a joint meet-
ing, at which several of them were against
taking this drastic action, yet we find- they
formed a combination of employers and
they locked out their men to force certain
conditions of employment upon them, which
did not obtain previous to the lockout.

Mr. KessprL: Did not the men make any
demand ?

Mr., McCORMACK: No demand what-

aver. I can assure the House that every
word I am saying is true. I was in Towns-
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ville at the time, and I really did not think
it would become so serious, or perhaps I
would have gone out West; bubt since then
I have found out that it would have bheen
useless to approach the employers, for the
simple reason, as the quotations I have read
from the Sydney ¢ Bulletin’ have proved,
that the employers, or directors, or some-
body else—I cannot say who it was—deter-
mined that a certain condition of affairs
should be brought about, and, as a result of
that lockout, shares dropped 3s. or 4s. the
first fow days. I think this is a matter that
requires ventilation in this House, because
so many people had stated that it was a
strike. It was nothing of the kind. The In-
dustrial Peace Court is useless if the judge
cannot interfere in these matters, and in this
particular instance he has not interfered, and
the Minister for Works has taken no action.
fle took action in the sugar strike, which
was not a great deal more serious than this
affair in which he took no action. How
does he expect the employees—how does he

expect the unionists of Queens:

8 p.m.]

land to recognise his Industrial
Peace Act? But straightaway
action under the strike clauses was taken
here in Brisbane in connection with the
unloading of ths ¢ Grantala.” And I think
that the Industrial Peace Act and the
framers of it had only Brisbane in view.

The TREASURER: The hon. gentleman is
altogether wrong; I took no action, nor is 1t
my province to take action.

Mr. McCORMACK : No, it is not his pro-
vince. He did not intend to take action,
and the Act was never intended to apply
to any other place than Brisbane, where
the hon. gentleman’s interests are sirnated,
and where they might be affected.

Mr. E. B. C. CorsEr: It was gencrally
considered a strike.

Mr. McCORMACK : The hon. member
for Maryborough might have considered it
a strike. [ have proof that it was a lock-
out, and from outside sources, too.

Mr. E. B. C. CorsEr: Why did they not
come under the court?

Mr. McCORMACK : There was no court
to come under. They were locked out. And
anyone who has lived in Cloncurry will
know that the moment a man’s employer
informs him there would be no more work,
he would take the first train and get away,
because it is 600 miles to the next probable
employment. And that is what happened.
If you read the papers you will notice that
600 or 700 men left by the first train after
the lockout, and, in fact, the Railway Depart-
ment had to put on a special train to take
them away. I hold that the Industrial
Peacs Act has broken down in the first im-
portant industrial trouble that has occurred
in Queensland since it was passed—absolutely
broken down.

Mr. B. B. C. Corser: It was never pui
in use.

Mr. McCORMACK : It was not put into
action? Apparently it was not. The Fede-
ral Arbitration Act comes into operation
automatically, and that is what we wanted
here in Queensland. In connection with the
Governor’s Speech, I expected to sce some
amendment of the Industrial Peace Act in
connection with the sugar-workers. The
position in regard to the boards is that the

Mr. McCormack.]
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men who will cut the cane in Queensland
this year, or in any other year, will have
no representation on the boards. The men
who come year by year to work in the
sugar-fields come, not from Queensland,
or rather, not from the sugar discricts, and
were not in these districts when nominations
were called for, and when lists of voters
were asked for from the farmers. These
men have made their objections to me. They
have said: ‘“Why should so-and-soc be on
the board?” Not one cutter of cane has
the power of electing representatives to the
board that will fix rates of harvesting in the
industry.

Mr. SWAYNE: A portion of them are local
men.

Mr. McCORMACK : Canecutters are men
who come from other plaves. It is a sea-
sonable industry. Does the hon. member for
Mirani tell me that all the cane is cut by
local labour? -

Mr. SwayNe: A very largs proportion is.

Mr., McCORMACXK : Then why the neces-
sity for advertising for labour as you do?
In my particular disstrict they all come from
other districts. Being a seasonable industry,
they go into other industries during the
slack seasons, and come back into the sugar
industry when the custing starts.

Mr. SwayNg: Some stay on the whole
year.

Mr. McCORMACK: At £1 5s. 'a week.
Canecutters are not the class of men who
stop on for that. I admit that a few of the
farmers’ sons who are in that district are
cutters, but that does not apply to other
districts, and even in the hon. member’s
district the majority of them come from
other districts. There is a necessity for the
amendment of this Industrial Peace Act, and
if the men themselves are going to accept it
and try to get the settlement of their con-
ditions through it, I can only reasonsbly ask
that the Government should do everything in
its power to make the Act one that will meet
with the workers’ approval. Here they are
asked to work under conditions fixed -by
boards that they have not voted for.

B‘ll\lh' FoLEY : That was the intention of the
il

Mr. McCORMACXK : The intention was to
exclude these men, and whilst at the pre-
sent moment we have arranged agreements
all over Queensiand, or rather over most of
Queensland, without going to the Industrial
Peace Court, still theve boards will come into
operation and will fix the price of canecutting
for the coming season. I take it that will be
their duty. The proclamation says ‘ harvest-
ing of cane.” Now, if that is so, how can
you expect the workers coming into the dis-
tricts fo accept those rates? I say they will
not, and that there is an urgent necessity to
amend this Act. Tt is not allowed to the
union to act; we can only act in these cases
because the employer recognises us as the
authority with which he is to deal. The Aot
should allow every man who is employed in
the indusiry, whether he is actually working
in it at the time or not, to have a vote for
the election of representatives on those
boards. Speaking on the main question of
the Speech, T should like to say that I am
pleased to see that the Government are
going to do something in connection with
boring for oil in the Maranoa district. I
think it is a very wise proceeding and one
that is very commendable. A remarkable

[Mr. McCormack

[ASSEMBLY.]

Address in Reply.

thing that occurred in connection with this
was that when one hon. member on this
side was speaking in connection with the
starting of a line of steamships, the hon.
member for Wide Bay interjected: ‘ Where
would you get the money and where would
you get the brains? ” Yot here the Govern-
ment proposes to nationalise the oil industry,
and the oil industry in the world’s affairs
is almost as big an industry as the shipping
industry, and one of more importance to
the producer, because he uses his oil every
day. The hon. member for Drayton has
given us an illustration of how the Stan-
dard Oil Company are sjueezing him
when he has to purchase oil, and I
thoroughly agree with the Government’s idea
of Loring for oil in the Maranoa district.
I think it will be a fine thing for the coun-,
try and for the users of the oil, and if the
CGovernment have control of it there will be
no fear from that octopus, the Standard Oil
Company of America. Another matter to
which refersnce has been made is the Elec-
tions Act Amendment Bill. We have heard
a good deal about the necessity for it; we
have heard a good many speeches accusing
the Commonwealth Covernment of laxity in
compilizig the rolls, but I find on reference
to the jurors’ voll that 11 per cent. are
dead. (Laughter.) Now, here is our own
Government asking the Commonwealth Go-
vernmient to revise its electoral roll when
on their own roll of jurors 11 per cent. of
the names represent dead men.

The TREASURER: Those names cannot be
voted under. ‘

Mr. MoCORMACK : T hiold that the office
of juror is equally important with the office
of elacior, and there is nothing to stop the
people who are concerned in thise matters
from stuffing the roil of jurors. I only
mention the fact to show that the Govern-
ment would be well advised to sweep their
own fleor before they attempt to swenp the
floor of the Commonwealth authorities.

OprposiTION MEMBERS: Iear, hear!

Mr. McCORMACK : I think that we have
heard sufficient about the postal vote in this
Houze, but, with the hon. ‘member for
Dalby, I hope that the Government—if they
are determined to reintroduce it—will pro-
vide sufficient safeguards to prevent the
scandalous misuse of the postal vote that
operated on the previous occasion when it
wus used in Queensland, especially in the
North. I can only speak of one place, but
there was proof of misuse. The commission
that reported on it proved that there was
misuse, and up to the present moment we
cnly have newspaper statements that the
Commonwealth rolls were misused, that
people resorted to double voting, and all that
sort of thing. There has been no specific
charge against any individual up to the
pressnt. There was a man who lived in Vic-
toria who was alleged to have said that he
voted nineteen times. Now, what is wrong
with the authorities taking action against
that man? Has any action been taken? We
hear of these statements from the news-
papers—thoy were naturally very sore about
the election. I notice a reference in the
Governor’s Speech to the building of central
sugar-mills, I am very pleased tc see that
the Goverament have decided to go on with
the building of the Babinda Mill. It is in
my electorate, but apart from that I am
very pleazed that they have decided to do
so. No doubt the visit of the Premier to
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(lairns, and the information which he gained
there, and the trip through the particular
land which is to, grow sugar-cane for this
mill, convinced him that the proposition
was a good one, and that the State would be
safeguarded by investing their money in
that particular mill. I am sorry that the
other propositions cannot be gone on with
as well, because I believe that this par-
ticular industry is the only industry which
will populate our Northern sugar-fields.
While on the question of sugar, I would like
to mention that the Government are very
late in coming down with one Bill—the Bill
to abolish black labour from the industry.
We know very well that at the end of last
year Mr. Fisher made certain arrangements
with Mr. Denham-—he introduced cortain
Bills abolishing the excise and bounty—and
up to the present time the Government of
Qucensland have not carried out their por-
tion of the arrangement,

The TressURER: He took from Septemnbor
to December.

Mr. McCORMACK: I will show ‘the
Minister the great injustice he iz doing to
his own particular supporters in this con-
nection. The old law holds good still. The
sugar-mills are crushing, sugar is being pro-
duced, and the farmers who arc sending
cane to the mills—in some cascs small
farmers—ares only receiving the bounty, and
no Act of Parliamont passed here, I tuke it,
will give them any more this year. They
will have to be conténted with the bounty
that the Commonwealth Government pay.

Lieut.-Colonel RaNkIN: Iow did they
know what the Commonwealth Government
wore going to do?

Mr. McCORMACK: The Commonwealth
Government, as they promised to do, would
have brought thesa Acts into force by pro-
clamation. Had this State Parliament done
their duty there would have been no excise
and bounty regulations this season at all,
and there would have been a certain amount
of extra money going to the growers.

Th» TReasUReR: The Fisher Government
mede it impossible.

Mr. McCORMACK : The Fisher Govern-
ment carried out their part of the contract.
This Government, up to this moment, have
not carried out their part of the con-
tract, and the farmers who are supplying
several mills that have been crushing
for three weeks are losing 2s. 2d. per ton on
their cane-—the difference between the ex-
cise and bounty, and no Act of Parliament
passed now will give to that farming com-
munity the 2s. 2d. a ton they have lost,
because this Parliament was not either
called together at an earlier date, or the
matter was not dealt with in the previous
session.

Mr. Moreax: It was Fisher’s fault.

Mr. McCORMACK : This is an important
matter to Queensland, because, after all,
every one of us will get some of this 2s. 2d.
It was such an important matter to the
people of Queensland that this Parliament
should have been called together imime-
diately after Christmas, wnd instead of
being in the awkward position that we are
to-day, and not knowing what Mr. Cook is
going to do.

. Mr. MurpHY: He does not know what he
is going to do himself. (Laughter.)
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Mr. McCORMACK : That was no excuse
for this Government not doing what was a
fair thing to the growers. 1 know there
are men in my district who have 1,000 tons
of cane, and it is erushed now, and they have
only received the bounty on it. These men
say they were robbed of 2s. 2d. by the delay of
this Government in passing the necessary:
legislation to have the other brought into
force by proclamation. They had any
amount of time to do it. There is nc excuse
for not having done it, except the excuse
that the Premier wanted to make it an
clectionecering cry. He wanted to use it as a
means of defeating Andrew Fisher for
Wide Bay—I am making that statement in
all sincerity—that he was going to use the
question of delay, and iry to put the blame
upon Mr. Fisher. We all know that Mr.
Fisher was returned by: a larger majority
than he ever before received in a sugar
district.

Lieut.-Colonel RANKIN :
district.

My, McCORMACK : The result has been
that the Ministry, in endeavouring to make
a little bit of cheap political capital out of
this affair, injured the farmers and did
not help their own cause. Thoy refused to
call Parlinment together early to make pro-
vision that the farmer should receive a
full price for his cane, as immediately
thereupon the Federal proclamation would
have been issued. They were afraid that
Mr. Fisher wounld get some benefit in the
election campaign from his having abolished
the execise and bounty.

Not in a sugar

The 'TreEssURer: You are altogether
WIong.
Mr. McCORMACK : That is a position

that appeals to everyone.
Mr. SwayNe: Are you serious? Tell us
why they did not do it in 1910—three years

ago.

Mr. McCORMAQCK: I say here that if
Iir. Denham agrees upon a certain course
of action, he would not take that course of
action if it did not meet with the approval
of his followers, and in that particular in-
stance, no doubt, Mr. Fisher had real good
reason for not abolishing the excise and
bounty. I think I have said suflicient to
prove to the Treasurer that their little game
of making political capital out of this
excise and bounty has fallen through. It did
net accomplish what they intended it to
accomplish, and at the present moment it is
injuring hundreds of good hard-working
farmers throughout the whole of Queens-
land. (Hear, hear!) With reference to
“ Tudorculosis” and the wages paid in the
industry, ecveryone, I believe, thought
equalisation would be considerably better
for the farmer than abolition. I am one of
those who believe that, in spite of all Acts
of Parliament, the black man will get into
the industry again. I am satisfied of that,
and for that reason I prefer equalisation
to abolition, and .some people who talk
so much about ‘ Tudorculosis” will find
out that * Tudorculosis’ is not as bad
a thing for the sugar farmer as free-
tradeitis. I think it was the hon. member
for Cambooya who uttered some plain home
truths about the sugar industry when speak-
ing the other night. We should agree to
sink our political differences, and remember
that this is a Queensland industry. Every-
one must admit that it receives a large
amount of protection, se®ing it is protected
to the extent of £6 per ton.

Mr, McCormack.]
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Lieut.-Colonel RaNkiN: It is not as highly
protected as it is in other countries.

Mr. McCORMACK : I know the hon. and
gallant member for Burrum will not deny
that that protection will pay for the whole
cost of producing and harvesting his crop.
Is any other industry in the State pro-
tected to the same extent? I am not
complaining about the protection. I have
said before in this House that, if the
farmer cannot pay good wages, seeing this
is a national question, and that we requirc
the sugar indusiry continued to settle our
Northern lands, we must be prepared to sac-
rifice a little. I would be prepared to give
even more protection to the industry if it
was found necessary, As I said the other
night, after paying for the cane, the manu-
facturer of raw sugar, after allowing £2 for
the cost of manufacturing, is making a profit
of £4 Ts. 6d. per ton. I have that on the
word of the chairman of directors of one of
the most successful central mills in Queens-
land. That was the difference between the
price paid by the Colonial Sugar Refining
Company to the central mill and the price
the proprietary mills paid to the farmess
for the cane sufficient to make a ton of
sugar, allowing for cost of manufacture.
The farmers and the owners of the land will
be wholly to blame if we get freetrade in
sugar. The rest of the Commonwealth is
apparently in favour of continuing the pre-
sent duty. Candidates on both sides at the
recent elections declared themselves favoux-
able to the continuance of the duty; but
here we in Queensland are bickering among
ourselves in connection with the industry
like a lot of Kilkenny cats. The Common-
wealth Government has said that it wants
to make the industry a white industry. On
both sides in this Chamber we have said
that we want the Northern part of Queens-
land settled by white people, and we say
to the rest of the people of the Common-
wealth, “If we settle white people in the
North, we expect you to make some sacri-
fice by paying a higher price for your
sugar.” They have performed their part of
the contract, but here we find the Premier
stating that there is no stability about the
industry. He stated on the floor of the
House that 90 per cent. of the growers of
cane are preparing to get out of the in-
dustry—an industry with £6 a ton protec-
tion. I hope that both sides of the IHouse
will do their- best to get the two Bills
passed, and also the Bill which the hon.
member for Burrum intends to introduce to
establish sugar boards. We shall then place
the industry on a sound footing. I wish
now to say a word or two about railway con-
struction. I am sorry the Secretary for
Railways is not in his place, as I would
have liked the information from him as
to whether he is one of the partners in
this lockout business. It looks, from the
action taken simultaneously by the mining
companies, and by the Government in the
person of the Commissioner for Railways, as
M there was some common understanding
about introducing the system of contracting
and piecework on our railways. If there is
no understanding, it is a remarkable coinci-
dence that just at the time the companies
issued an ultimatum in regard to contrack-
ing the Government initiated the pieceworlz
system in that particular mining disirict
and on the Mount Mulligan line. I have
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beard hon. members on the other side
<ay that men working on the day-labour
syébem do not do good worlk, . and yet
we have the cngineers of the Railway De-
partment saying that it is the best system
and the cheapest. Piecework is admitted in
the shearing industry because the shearing
rate is nearly the same in all the States,
because sheep are much the same every-
where, and a shearer knows that he can
shear so many sheep in a day. That is not
the case in coniracting on a railway line.
A party of men may take a cutting and they
may start with muck, but a few yards fur-
ther on they may get into rock. That is
what is happening on the Mount Cuthbert
line at the present moment. The first few
days the men could make from 15s. to 18s.
a day because they started in muck, but
when they got into rock they made as little
as Bs. a day. Men object to the piecework
system becsuse they cannot see ahead. Vet
we have the Secretary for Railways saying
that it is necessary to cheapen the cost of
railway construction by introducing the
piccework system. Apparently it is neces-
t this particular branch of the
—if you can call these men public
servants, We mnever hear of any attempt
being made to sweat the highly-paid officials
in Brisbane who knock off work at 12 o’clock
on Saturday and who only work from 9 till
half-past 4 on other days. We only hear
about ““ speading up »’ when we come to deal
with the man who works with a pick and
shovel. I have a great deal of sympathy
with the pick and shovel man, who is just
as useful a member of the community as
any other public servant. Hon. members op-
posite are always talking about letting con-
tracts and the speeding up on railway con-
struction work, simply because they think
that that class of people support the Labour
party. They have no sympathy whatever
with them.

Mr. Kesserr: Who said that?

Mr. McCORMACK : The hon. member for
Port (urtis has not the slightest sympathy
with the navvy.

Mr. KessprL: FHow do you know?

Ir. McCORMACK : I know by the hon.
member’s utterances in this House.

My, Kussern: I never said a word against
the weorking man.

Mr. McCORMACK: I do not think the
hon, member lius any sympathy for anybody
outside the I .t Curtis district. He has a
long way to  before he becomes a Minis-
ter. The hon. member is apparently angry
because I referred to him; but during his
clection campaign he promised several rail-
ways and waterworks, and things of that
sort, and then, when he came here, he found
that he was only one among seventy-two.
The Government will be well advised if they
concentral- their efforts on sections of rail-
ways unt.. they become payable. There
are several lines which have been started,
and small staffs are employed on them,
which, if they were continued until they
became payable propositions, would be
much better for the State than by having
several small unconnected sections, I be-
lieve the North Coast line would pay better
if the various sections were connected, Until
that is done, I am certain that none of the
sections will pay. The Plane Creek line
might pay if the Plang Creek people seni
all their sugar over the line to Mackay; bus
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I believe they are talking of continuing to
send it over their own tramline to Louisa
COreek, thereby depriving the Government of
any revenue they might receive from the
railway. The only possibility there is of
the North Coast line paying is by connecting
Rockhampton and Mackay. The passenger
traffic from the North and the competition
with the boats will help to make the line
pay. If that method was adopted with re-

gard to our railways it would be
[8.30 p.n.] much better for the State than

the system which is now being
pursued. I shall conclude my remarks by
stating that I do not intend to deal now
with the Sugar Bills, because they will be
before the House later on, but I can assure
the Government that I shall give them every
support I can to pass those measures into
law. If they can get Mr. Cook to issue the
proclamation, so much the better for Queens-
land; and the sooner it is issued the better
it will be for all concerned.

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla): In common with
previous speakers I wish to congratulate the
mover and seconder of the Address in Reply.
I think the House is to be congratulated
upon the return of Mr. Bell, who will prove
himself a worthy successor to the late mem-
ber for Fassifern, Mr., Wienholt. I notice
one sentence in the Governor’s Speech which,
to my mind, is one of the most importsnt and
truthful statements contained in the Spaech.
It reads as follows:—

“On the success of the primary pro-
desirs depends  the prosperity of the
State.”

There is no doubt that that is a correct state-
meant, and the prosperity of the primary
producers can be brought about by liberal
land laws, ressonable railway freights, mini-
mum tuaxation, and good sessons. I do not
pretend to say that the Government can give
the primarvy producers of Queensland good
5, but I certainly think they can pass
oislation which will promote the pros-
perity of the primary producers. I should
like to =ee the prosperity of the primary
producer so marked that people would flock
away from the cities inland in order to
share that prosperity. But what do we
find in Australia to-day? We find that in-
stead of people going out West, they arc
making for ths seaboard and establishing
themselves in the various capitals of the
Commonwealth. The reason for that, in my
opinion, is, that the primary producer is not
as prosperous as he should be. Reference
is made in the Speech to the establishment
of abatteirs in and around Brisbane. The
time is ripe for the establishment of
abattoirs, not only in Brisbane, but also
in other large towns of Queensland. But
if we have abattoirs in Brisbane, they must
be self-supporting, and must not be a tax
on the rest of the State. The revenue from
them should be sufficient for their upkeep,
without having to tax those people who are
not fortunate enough to have abattoirs in
their districk. There has been a consider-
able amount of discussion, not only in this
House, but throughout the length and
breadth of the country during the Federal
clection campaign, in connection with the
meatworks which are being erected on the
Brisbane River. We have been told by
members opposite and by other speakers
who took part in the Federal election that
woe are going to have here the American
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meat trust, and that it will be the ruin of
Queensland, I believe the opposite. We
were also told that this particular company
was driven out of another State—that owing
to the fact that there was a Labour Govern-
ment in New South Wales, the meat trust
were not able to establish themselves in that
State.

Mr. Bowsax: That is quite truc.

Mr. MORGAN: It is absolutely incorrect.
They never made any application to estab-
lish themselves in any State of Australia.
If they had wished to establish themselves
in any other State than Queensland, they
could have done so by complying with the
laws of that State. They simply did what
any ordinary sane business men would do—
they sent a representative to the different
States in order to ascertain which State was
most suitable for their operations, and they
discovered that there is the raw material in
Quecnsland which no other State possesses.
The figzures show that Qucensland has
5,715,251 head of cattls, or 43 per cent. of
the oattle in Australia; New South Wales,
3.085,224 head, or 277 per cent. of the whole
of the cattle in Australia; and Vigtoria,
1,647,127 head, or 13-2 per cent. of the whole
of the cattle in Australia. Victoria p_roduces
40-7 per cent. of the buiter made in Aus-
tralia, New South Wales 39 per cent, and
Queensland 13 per cont. Those figures go
to show that a great proportion of the cattle
in Victoria and New South Wales are dairy
catile, and are not suitable for meat ex-
portation works. The company, :
thnt Queensland is the most soitable ¥sate in
which to carry on their operations, demgr;d
to establish meatworks in Brisbane. The
figures I have quoted go to show thas they
never wantsd to establish themselves in
Victoria or New South Wales. As a matter
of fact. those two States would be gfad to
have them if they would go there. I have
it from a member of the Victorian Parlia-
ment, that they never made application for
permission to establish themselves in that
State, and I have gone to the troubls fo
ascortain that they never made application
to the Premier of Queensland, Mr. Denham.

Mr. Bowmax: Wasn’t there an agreement
between them and the Government?

Mr. MORGAN: No. That company 1s
spending £250,000 in erecting meatworks in
Brisbane, and when the works aro fully
manned they will employ twice the number
of men that are employed in any meatworks
at present existing in Brisbane, and surely
we ought all to be proud that they have
come to Brisbane.

Mr. Kirway: Suppose they wipe out the
other meatworks? :

Mr. MORGAN: If we were always to
suppose that kind of thing, we should never
have any new firms engaging in any 1n-
dustry, whether it be the boot manufac-
turing industry or the clothing industry or
any other industry, because there would be
a fear that a new firm or company would
wipe out the firms at present doing business
in that particular line. The trouble is that
members opposite do not want to see the
grazier and the man on the land get fair
prices for their beef. It is quite possible
for the price of cattle to rise at least 50 per
cent, in Brisbane without there being any
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necessity to charge the people any more for
the beef than they are paying to-day. A
letter recently appeared in a Brisbane news-
paper, in which the writer proved by actual
figures that the beef and products of a beast
which cost £7 in Brisbane—that is, a 7-cwh.
beast—were worth £14. Now, we know that
cattle do nos bring more than £1 per 100
Ib.—and that is more than the average price
during the last twelve months—and it goes
to show that a 700-1b. beast was worth £14
when retailed, while the price paid for a
beast at the meatworks here is only £7.
That means a difference of 100 per cent. in
the two prices. Is it reasonable to say that
the expenses amount to 100 per cent. for
placing the beast on the local market, or on
the market in London?

Mr. Be#rram: The hon. member for Enog-
gera is laughing at you.

_ Mr. MORGAN: I do not care whether he
is laughing or not. I am stating facts, and
if he can say anything about them, he is at
liberty to get up and do so.

Mr. TrouT: Keep your hair on.
ter.)

Mr. MORGAN: We have heard a lot
about John Cooke, and we have here the
spectacle of John Cooke joining with hon.
members opposite in this matter. Everyone
recognises who John Cooke is. IHe has a
big monopoly himself, and is concerned in
& trust or ring or combine, or whatever
hon. members call it. He has meatworks all
over Queansland and New South Wales
and Victoria, and he is combining with hon.
members opposite for the purposs of keeping
out any other meat company. Is it not
natural that John Cecoke should object to
any other meat company starting in Queens-
land? He has got the cream of the trade
himself at present, and he objects to the
comp¢tition, and the oppogition which will
come from the other mest company. It is
only by competition and opposition in this
trade that prices will eventually reach their
proper level. -

(Laugh-

M1 Kirwax: You do not want compe-
tition in the pure seeds.

M:. HuxzAM: Was not John Cooke
squeezed out of the Argentine?
Mr. MORGAN: I don’t know if John

Cooke was squeezed out of the Argentine
or not, but you heard the figures quoted by
the hon. member for Drayton the other day.
I do not want to repeat them, but it was
shown that in the Argentine the graziers were
paid £13 10s. to £14 for a 770-Ib. beast, and
we were told that if that meat were sold at
&5d. per lb. it would pay expenses, and if
it were sold at 4d. per Ib. it would show
a profit. -

Mr. Trour: Was that price wholesale or
retail ?

Mr. MORGAN: I do not know; but I
presume it was wholesale, as they deal with
their transactions from a wholesale point of
view. It goes to show that in the Argentine
they get £13 10s. or £14 for a beast for
which we would only get £7 in Queensland,
and yet when they seﬁ the meat at 34d. ox
4d. per Ib. they make a profit out of it at
that price.

Mr. Trour: Meat of the same quality?
[Mr. Morgan.
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Mr. MORGAN: I reckon as regards
quality that the Queensland meat is diffi-
cult to beat. So far as grazing cattle are
concerned, Queensland cattle cannot be beaten
in any part of the world.

Mr. TrouT: Do you think artificial feeding
is better?

Mr. MORGAN: Yes, it is, and it wounld
put more weight on to the beast, but they
would get the advantage, as the buying
is done by weight. It has nothing to do
with the sweetness of the meat, as the
buying is done by weight.

Mr. Trour: The people do not value
quality, then?

Mr. MORGAN : They do not in Brisbene
because you have got to pay just the same
price for & bit of steak whether it s tough
or not. (Laughter.) I intend to say some-
thing about the proposed amendment of
the Klections Act. We must all admit that
there is a necessity for an amendment of
the Act. So far as the postal vote is con-
cerned, 1 represent a country electorate, and
in the interests of country voters who
have sometimes to go 30 and 40 miles to
a polling-booth, I consider that the postal
vote is mecessary. There is certainly a mne-
cessity for electoral reform in Quecnsland,
and everything should be done to enable
peoplée to record their votes. Hvery demo-
crat—and I claim that I am a democrat—
should do his best to sce that cveryone is
given an opportunity of recording his vote.
In the Federal election laws provision was
made for seamen who were at sea voting by
post, but there was no such provision for the
unfortunate old man and woman who have
to go 100 miles to the polling-booth. The
Federal Government did not extend the
same privileges to these old people. Why
was that? It was because they discovered
that the postal votes always went against the
Labour party.

Mr. Huxuax: They found out more than
that. They found out how it was done.

Mr. MORGAN: I think that with certain
restrictions we should reintroduce the postal
vote. S0 far as the Election: Tribunal is
concerned, as a sitting member of that tri-
bunal, and one who occupied a seat last
vear ut the court, I can only say that the
quicker that Act is wiped out the better.
{Hear, hear!) I suggest that in future if
any election disputes are to be dealt with,
they should be heard by three judges only,
and no advocates should be allowed to ap-
pear on either side. I consider that a great
amount of time is wasted through advocates
being allowed to appear, and a lot of money
also. It would be far better to allow_the
question to be settled by three judges.
With regard to marsupial boards, 1 think
that they should be abolished altogether, as
they have outlived their usefulness. In
introducing a deputation to the Minister for
Agriculture the other day, I was pleased to
know that he was sympathetic with the sug-
gestion to a certain extent, and he told us
of two or three instances where the boards
had already been wiped out. What does
that mean? I# means that when marsupials
are caught in that area, the scalpers will
take the scelps into another board’s district
and receive payment for the scalps.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Perfectly true.

Mr. MORGAN: If the hon. member for

Carnarvon were here, he could tell us that
the scalpers from New South Wales bring
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scalps over the border into Queensland and
receive payment for them by the Queens-
land marsupial boards. Owing to the high
price of kangaroo end marsupial furs now
it is sufficient inducement for scalpers to
destroy the animals for their skins without
receiving payment for the scalps as well.

know a man in my district who makes
as much as £10 a week by the destruction of
marsupials, and when a man makes that
wage he does not want to receive payment
for scalps in order to encourage the de-
struction of the marsupials.

Mr. BeBBINGTON: Quite right.

Mr. MORGAN : The marsupial is like the
blackfellow. He goes in front of the white
man. It is different with the foxes, spar-
rows, and the other imported pests, which
follow civilisation, and sleep under your
houses and in your henroosts and thrive
there quite contented. (Laughter.)

Mr. KirwaN: And prickly pear.

Mr. MORGAN : Yes, we have the prickly
pear too. It is these pests that follow setile-
ment that have to be dealt with, and the time
is ripe not only for talk but also for action
for the destruction of foxes and sparrows. I
know what damage they have done in Vie-
toria, and they wiil do the same here. The
foxes have killed thousands of lambs in Vie-
toria, and as soon as a bad time comes here
and food becomes scarce, we will have the
foxes killing off our lambs. In Victoria, in
the Gippsland distriet, the farmers joined to-
gether and laid a trail 50 miles long, one
connecting with the other, and they laid
poiszon over the whole trail. The result was
that 5,000 foxes were killed by that means.
That shows to what extent the fox is be-
coming a pest in Victoria. We also have
the sparrows in Brisbane and Toowoomba,
certainly not to any very great extent, but
the very moment we become an important
wheat-growing centre, if we ever do, the
sparrow will do exactly what it is doing in
Victoria to-day—it will cause the loss of
millions through the destruction of wheat.
Every year in Viectoria hundreds of acres of
wheat are destroyed by the sparrow, and it
is time action was taken here. It is no use
waiting until the pest is as bad as the prickly
pear. I have heard it said that Mr. Tyson
advoeated the destruction of the prickly-pear
pest in its infancy, and he was laughed at.
Perhaps if that gentleman’s advice had been
taken at the time, we would not now be
here advocating the destruction of that pest.
and some hundreds of thonsands of acres
would not now be absolutely lost to the
State. I aleo wish to touch on prickly-pear
destruction, and, as most members are aware,
I introduced an important deputation re-
cently to the Seeretary for Public Lands,
and I must say that T was very pleased, as
also were the members of the deputation,
with the results given to us by the Minister.
In many respects he met our wishes straight
away, without any demur, and in others
he promired to place the matters before the
Cabinet, and I feel sure, if those resolutions
are gone into carefully by the Cabinet, that
more of our wishes will be carried into
effect. I happen to personally know Mr.
Roberts, the gentleman who has taken up a
large tract of country at Dulacea, and I also
have had an opportunity of inspecting, on
more than one occasion, the experiments car-
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ried out by that gentleman. In fact, I take
a very keen interest in the matter, and as
a man who has spent a considerable amount
of money in destroying pear, I can hon-
estly say, as a layman, that, as far as my
opinion goes, 1 think Mr. Roberts is on the
right track. (Hear, hear!} So far, he has
not demonstrated to the public that he can
absolutely destroy the pear, but there is no
doubt that Mr. Roberts has demonstrated to
himself and to anyone who is bchind him
that he can destroy the pear.

Mr. Hunter: Sir Rupert Clark.

Mr. MORGAN: It does not matter who
is behind him. I have heard that Sir Ru-
pert Clark is one man who has put money
into it, but what do we care who has put
moncy into the venture, so long as we get
the 100,000 acres cleared. I know the eoun-
try, and I know it is the densest pear in
any part of Queensland. At the present
time the whole of that area is vacant to the
State.

Mr. Bzeeincron: Useless.

Mr. MORGAN : A great portion of it has
been open to selection for the last five years
at nil, and nobody would take it up. All
you had to do was to come along and select
any particular block, and the Government
would give you the frechold absolutely for
nothinig, so long as you cleared the pear.
That is the land that this gentleman has
taken up, and if he destroys the pear on that
all admit that he I8 2

area, must we not N
henefactor so far as Qu.eensl.a.nd is con-
cerncd? My only regret is this: I do not

think the Secretary for Public_Lands has
met him fairly and squarely. I think the
Ministor could have given him a better deal
in the matter of disputes. If any dispube
oxists between the Lands Department and
himself, under the agreemcnt, it is prac-
tically left to the Lands Departmeni to de-
cide what is to happen. Mr. Roberts wanted
it referred to the court—to leave it in the
hands of a judge—and I think we must all
admit that if a dispute exists between two
contracting parties it is only a fair thing
that a judge should be brought in to decide
who is in the right, and who in the wrong.

The SEcRETARY TFOR AGRICULTURE: The
Government would not be hard*

Mr. MORGAN: I hope they won't, but
wo do not know who will be i power. I
say Mr. Roberts sheuld not be under the
thumb of any Government or any man, apd
if there is a dispute between the two parties
he should have the same right as anybody
else.

Mr. Girms: He is in the same position
as an ordinary selector.

Mr. MORGAN : In many instances he is not
in the same position as an ordinary selector,
and if yon will read the agreement yop.wﬂl
find he is under altogether different conditions.
In common with other members, there are, so
far as my electorate is concerned, ome or
two railways that I would like to mention.
The hon. member for Dalby ‘rnenti.oned. the
Tara Railway, and I am certainly of opinion
that that line should be carried on as quickly
as the Government can possibly manage it.
There are some hundreds of settlers living
about 40 or 50 miles away from that par-
ticular extension, and unless the railway is

Mr. Morgan.§
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carried on, as the member for Dalby stated,
it will not be a payable proposition, and a
great number of those men will have to
leave their selections. They cannot carry on
for a great time longer unless they get rail-
way communication, and if the railway is
extended to Surat, it will open up some of
the finest land we have in South-western
Queensland. A lot of that land is under lease,
and will coventually be available for close
settlement. The line from Miles to Tarocom
is now progressing, and very good work has
been done up to the present time, but I do
hope the Government will not allow it to
stop at Juandah., When we tabled that line
it was to be a railway from Miles to Ta-
room, and I hope another section will be
tabled so that it will reach its objective.
The line was meant to tap all the land in
the Taroom district, and unless the line goes
there within the next two or three years, I
am quite sure the greater portion of that
country will be as badly infested with pear
as the land round Juandah and Rochedale
is at the present time. The hon. member
for Maryborough mentioned that wheat-
growing was not: progresing as well in
Queensland as it mizht, and 1t is to be re-
gretted that this is an absolute fact. We
cannot deny that wheatgrowing in Queens-
land has not made any progress during the
lIast seven or eight years, notwithstanding
the fact that hundreds of sottlers have come
up from Victoria and New South Wales
who are what we might eall professional
wheatgrowers—men who understand wheat-
growing in every phuse—dry farming, and
in every other respeet they know it from
A to Z. Why has the growing of wheat not
increased in Quesnsland?  Simply because
these men are not preparcd to carry on ex-
perimental farms. These nen are not pre-
pared to come to this country, with different
climatic conditions to that existing in the
wheatgrowing portions of the other States,
to go in for experimental farming, and nrob-
ably eventually lsse whatever capital they
have. They are devoting their attention now
to dairving because they know that dairy-
ing will bring in a certain rovenue. They
are also devoting their attention to gras-
ing, _b(t:f'a‘uﬁo they know that grazing to a
certain cxtent pays. Wheatgrowing will not
inerease untyl the Government are prepared
to establish™ demonstration farms—not ex-
perimental farms—let them take up a
certain block of land like the farmers have
to do—it might be a prickly-pear selection
—and got practical men, not scientific men—
real gond practical farmers who have grown
wheat in the other States, to take over the
management of those demounstration farms.
in oyder to show that wheatgrowing will
pay. The farmer who is prepared to follow,
very often is not prepared to take the lead.
and if the Government set the example and
showed by ocular demonstration that wheat-
growing can be made a financial success.
then we will have hundreds of thousands of
rares placed under wheat but until that time
comes wheatgrowing will only go on in
small areas. Fvery farmer, more or less, in
my district has vplanted small quantities of
wheat—-10 or 12 acres—and they are not
going to the expense of putting

[9 p.m.] in 300 or 400 acres. which would
be costly-—as hon. members know,
the cost of the machinery alone amounts to
some hundreds of pounds—they are not
going to expend all that moncy on machin-
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ery unless they know that the climatic con-
ditions here are going to be suitable. And I
think it is the duty of the Governmen$ to
establish these demonstration farms and
show these men that wheatgrowing is going
to be a linancial success, and when that is
done, in a very few years we will have
large ships coming here as they have in_the
Sputhern States, New South Wales, Vie-
toria, and South -Australia. I now want to
say something in connection with education. -
As members know, we have a dentist and an
oculist employed by the Department of Edu-
cation—I do not know how many, but, at
any rute, we have one dentist and one ocu-
list going round ths State, and they are
doing good work, but unfortunately the
country portions of the State—or a gread
number of the country portions of the State,
where we are miles away from the nearest
dentist or any doctor at the present time—
are not getting the services of these men.
In my clectorate we have had one visit from
the oculist, and he visited only the towns
on the railway line, and did not, so o speak,
go inmto the backblocks. The people in the
country appreciate the action of the Govern-
mant in appointing these men; they look
on it s a step in the right direction, but
they think that if no more men are to be
appointed, they should devote themselves to
the places where the parents have no oppor-
tunity for getting advice as those in the
larger towns have. Take, for instance, Bris-
bane. The parents thers have only to go a
few verds, so to speak, and they got the at-
tenticn they want at a very small cost. .It
15 very different when thay have to drive
60 or 70 miles to the nearest doctor. In
v distriet there are people who are 100
miles from the nearest dector, and it is only
nztural, if the Covernment are going on
with- this system—as I hope they will—thab
the people 1n places far removed from cities
and towns will receive first atfention. We
also notice that agitation is started in vari-
ous parts of Quesnsland for high schools. I
have no objection to high schools; I think
we should try to cducatc our children to as
high & standard as possible, but I certainly
think it is the first duty of the Government
to sca that every child has a State school
cducation before they go in for high schools
and a University, and so on. I think that
they should educate all the children up to
a certain standard, and then, if the mcney
is available, it is time to talk about high
schools in the country towns. We know
that the people in the country towns say they
have as much right to high schools as those
in the larger towns, and so they have. In
the city by means of technical colleges and
¢o on, and grammar scheols, the children can
o richt through from the State school to
the University with very little expense to
the parents, whereas in the country, if we
want to take a child from the ordinary State
school and send him to something higher.
it costs us from £80 to £100 a vear for each
one if we send him to Brishane or some-
where else. I maintain that it is the duty
of the State to ses that the children in the
country get their cducation before it goes
in for these technical colleges and high
schools, and so on. There is another matter
with which I wish to deal, and that is the
tick boundaries., We read in the newspapers
sbout the agitation for the shifting of the
tick boundary: on the south coast. In what
is known as Schedule W-—that is, taking
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in the area between Goondiwindi and Dalby,
and to « coertain extent out West—we find
that cattle shifting from Queensland to New
South Wales have got to be dipped once.
These cattle are living in an area that was
never known to have a tick, yet we, who
sell our stock to New South Wales, are com-
pelled to lose a cerfain percentage in the
price of each head simply because they have
to he dipped, and we know that dipping
means that a certain amount of condition is
lost. The New South Wales buyers, during
the last twelve months or so, have been
operating in Schedule W, and they have
bought up to 12,000, and they have sent
them by road and train to Sydney, and they
have given the graziers out there from 15s.
to £1 per head more than they could have
got if they had sent them to Brisbane and
sold them in the yards here. These buyers
wers confined to Schedule W, because if
they had gone outside it they would have
hiad to dip the cattle twice and keep them
a certain time before taking them over the
border. So the pecple in the West were
gotting from 18s. to £1 a head more for
their cattle than the meatworks would have
givon them for stock of equal quality and
equal weight, simply because they were in
what is called the tick-infested area. I hope
the Minister will try to do away with the
dipping in those districts. Al we ask is
that an inspection should be made—a crush
mspestion—on  the border, and when the
cabtle are found to be clean by the inspector
they should bs allowed over the border into
New South Wales without dipping.

Br. GiLies: New South Wales will not

sband that.

. Mr. MORGAN: Exactly; and I want to

sress upon the Minister the necessity of
sway with that dipping, so that the
peopls In New South Wales who buy our
stock will not have them knocked about by
the dipping. Woa have heard a great deal
from }mn. members opposite about the trams,
and in my humble opinion they are pur-
suing a course of revenge. Simply because
the manager of the company sicod out
againit certain demands and a certain up-
heaval was caused, we find that at every
opportunity something is said about that
particular system. Now, I have been in the
other citics of Australia, and have inspected
and ridden in the trams there, and my
opinion is that Brishane has the best, or one
of the best, systoms that exist in Australia.
There is no doubt about that, and they
more thanu favourably compare with those in
New South Wales, that are run by the
State; and until every line into agricultural
distrizts is completed, I should .certainly
oppose any move on the part of any Govern-
ment to borrow money to buy those trams.
If money is wanted for the construction of
any railway into an agricultural district, I
think it should be used in that way, before
we spend it in buying up a tram system which
is giving general satisfaction. Take our rates.
We can ride for a penny here on different
sections, whereas in Victora, unless you buy
one shilling’s worth of tickets, it costs you
1id., and if you only buy one ticket it costs
you 3d. We get the same ride here for a
penny. We certainly get a long ride for
3d.; and the officials are all that can be
expected from the point of view of civility.
You will often see the conductors get off
the trams to help an old lady or a child
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on the trams. You will not sce that in
Sydney. You will hear them singing ouf

and bustling you, asking you to get along up
the high steps of the inconvenient trams, but
here you have nothing but civility. As
one who uses the trams to a certain extent,
1 say they are a credit to Queensland and
a credit to the manager. I also wish to
speak in connection with the A.grlcultp.ral
Bank, the management of which is, I think,
a standing disgrace. I have had a great
pumber of cases brought before me, and I
certainly think that the whole of the manage-
ment should ke inquired into. The men
who are managing that particular bank have
proved themselves complete failures, and
something should be done %o place the
bank on a much more substantial basis. T
have cone partioular case here, which only
came to hand a day or two ago, and this
is only onc of ‘the number that I have handed
to the Minister for Agriculture, and have
made inquiries about at the bank myself.
A man was allowed to borrow £150—£120
for the evection of a house and £30 towards
the erection of a fence. It was, all approved
of, and cverything satisfactorily fixed up.
He built hiz house and received his £120.
That left £30 outstanding for a fence. He
wrote and said that, owing to the fact that
he was going to run sheep on the property
—that other neighbours were making a suc-
coss of shcep—instead of a post and wire
fence, he wanted to erect netting, which
would cost £80. He asked if he would be
allowsd to use the £30 which the bank were
holding for ihe crection of a fence towards
the nctting, and if he could after that re-
¢oive a further advance of £50 to pay the
£80 on the netting—that meant practically
an advance altogether of £200. They wrote
back to him and said, “ Yes; you can give
the order for the netting to Webster;
get the netting and go on with the fence.”
The man got the £80 worth of netting sent
up, and crvected his fence. He wrote down
to tell them that the fence was erec?ed, and
sent the order to Webster’s to be paid. The
bank paid over the £30 which they held, and
sent tha man back forms to apply for the
extra £50, in order that he might get the
Ioan, and everything was fixed up and sent
back to the bank. Then he got a lIstter from
the Agricultural Bank stating that, owing
to the fact that he had bought the netting
before the second £50 was agreed to, they
could not advance him the £50 to pay for
the netiing. The man is in this position:
that, while the bank have paid £30 to
Webster’s, the £50 is still due, and he does
not know how to meet it.

Mr. Huster: Didn’t you vote against an
amendment of the Act that would have pre-
vented that happening?

Mr. MORGAN: It would not have pre-
vented this at all, This is an act of ad-
ministration. I say that the Aect itself is
sufficient, and that the cause of the
trouble is the paliry downright negli-
gent administration on the part of the
bank managers. The Act is quite good
enough if it was only administered in a pro-
per way. That is only one of scores of
instances. Men are applying every day for
an advanee. They apply for.£200; their
security is not good enough for the £200,
and they get a letter stating that they cannot
get an advance because the security is not
sufficient. They are not told that their
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security won’t allow of an advance of £200,
but that it will allow an advance of £100, and
they have to go through the whole process
again in applying for £100 which their
security will entitle them to get.  Surely,
any ordinary business man, with common
sense, would not conduct the business on
those particualr lines! It is useless for the
bank to carry on under the present system
of management. I wish to deal with one or
two matters in connection with the Labour
party’s platform, as outlined by the leader
of the Opposition, and I am quite sure when
the farmer is asked to say which platform he
prefers, he will naturally want to have a
say in the construction of that particular
platform before he is prepared to have it
slung at him.

Mr. KirwaN: Is he invited to join your
party and have a say?

Mr. MORGAN: He is invited to join and
have a say, but it would be interesting to
know how many real farmers attended the
different conferences where the Labour plat-
form was drawn up—how many farmers
assisted in drawing up the different planks
which apply to agriculturists and farming
generally.

Mr. HuntEr: It would give you a big
shock if you did know.

Mr. MORGAN : We are told that this par-
ticular party believes in the further en-
couragemoent of co-operative principles in
connection with butter and cheese making.
We know that as far as Queensland is con-
cerned, the co-operative principle is working
admirably and most successfully, and that
it has been gone into in all parts of Queens-
land. The deputy leader of the Opposition
stated that in South .Australia the State
Export Company and the freezing works were
the product of the Liabour party, but that
is absolutely incorreet. The Labour party
were not responsible for the formation of
the State Export Company in 1895. Mr.
Kingston, the then Premier, was the man
who introduced that particular measure in
the IHouse, and I am quite certain that no
member opposite can say that Mr. Kingston
was ever a member of the Labour party.
Why was that measure introduced into
South Australia? Simply because, at thai
particular time in Victoria, different firms
established in the freezing industry were
freezing the lambs for the farmers, and
sending them home to the old country. There
were not suflicient lambs in South Australia
at that time to warrant any private indi-
vidual going in for freezing works, and the
Government, in order to encourage the in-
dustry, came forward and said, ‘“ Although
we make a less on the industry, for a few
years we will encourage the farmer to go
in for the lamb-raising industry.” That
was done, and for the first few years the
industry was carried on at a loss, Eventu-
ally, it proved a great success.

Mr. HunteR: Under the

ment.

Mr. MORGAN: Under a Liberal Govern-
ment. Why was it necessary to establish it
therc? Simply because there was not suf-
ficlent raw material at that time. Here in
Queensland we have a co-operative company
forming for the purpose of going in for the
frozen lamb industry, and establishing
freezing works on the Downs. It is the duty

TM# Morgan.
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of the Government to help that co-operative
company in every possible way—to try and
assist them to bring about the establishment
of the very much-needed industry in Queens-
land. I know what it means, coming as I
do from a district in Victoria where lamb-
raising was one of the main products, and if
it is introduced into Queensland, it will
prove one of the finest things ever intro-
duced here. And what better system can be
inaugurated than a co-operative system,
without any control from the State officials,
where the farmers and the growers have con-
trol and management? Is it not only
natural, when those people are working under
co-operative principles, that that particular
industry is bound to do better and estab-
lish itself on a firmer footing than if it was
run under State control? We also have a
statement from the leader of the Opposition
that Statc agencies for all farm produce,
with the view of establishing standard prices,
will be formed, provided the socialists get
into power. If they fix a standard price for
wheat—-

An Oprosition MeMBER: Don’t they fix it
now?

Mr. MORGAN: Is it not absolutely im-
possible to fix & standard price Jor anything
that we export? If we were ounly growing
cnough for onr own requirements, it might
be possible to fix a standard price, but the
moment we begin to exporb—as we export
hutter, cheese, and meat—then the prico 1s
fixed in the old country. It is not fixed in
Australia at all, and it is ridiculcus for
anybody to talk about our fixing a standard
price. One of the great facilitics offered by
the party opposite for land scttlement 1is
the perpetual lease system. Is it nob extra-
ordinary that the moment one of the socialists
decides to leave the city end go on the land
he always rushes for freehold conditions?
Tt was smusing to me to listen to a spesch
delivered by Senator Stewart in Miles d]ur-
ing the election campaign. He said that
the people were wanting a railway from
Miles to Tarcom; that the people there tcok
up land at 10s. an acre, and when the
railway gob to Taroom that land would be
worth 30s. an acre, and the people who had
talen it up at 10s an acre would get £1-an
acre for which they had not done anytthg.
Now, the people who had been struggling
along at Taroom for years have not been
making a lving which is equivalent to
decent wages, and, the moment they get a
railway, the socialists want to deprive tbgm
of the increased value of their land, which
only amounts in the long run to wages actu-
ally carned. It has been said before in this
House that not 10 per cent. of the dairy
farms in Queensland pay.

An OerostrioNn MEMBER: Are the rents too
high?

Mr. MORGAN. No; the price of their
product is tco low. T have here a halance-
sheet which has been sent to me by a dairy
farmer, snd I do not think anybody who
nretends to know anything about farming
will say that the figures are extravagantly
high. During six months of the ycar this
man’s cheque for créeam averages £70 per
month. I think the hon. member for Dray-
ton will say that the average cream cheque
on the Downs does not exceed £50 per
month. These are the wages and allow-
ance for keep for this man and his family,
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because he is entitled to reckon what they
would earn if they were working for some-
one else—

‘Wages Paid Keep

per Montk, per Month.
Father ... .. %8 £2
Mother .. B4 £2
Son (18 years) ... R £2
Daughter (16 years) £3 £2
Son (14 years) ... .. £2 £2
Son (12 years) .. B2 £1/10
Son (8 yeurs) .. Bl £1/10
Man .. %6 £2

The total for wages and keep amounts to
£45 per month. He has 1,000 acres, the
present value of which is £3 per acre. That
means a capital of £3,000. He has 90 COWS,
which, at £4 each, are worth £360. Horses
and vehicles to carry the cream and do
tho work of the farm are valued at £160,
and separator and cans are valued at £40,
That makes a total capital of £3,500. In-
terest on that, at 5 per cent., amounts to
£15 per month, and the carriage of the
cream t0 market runs away with another
£10 a month. That makes his total out-
goings £70 a month—the amount he actually
makes during six months of the year.

Mr.
stock ?

Mr. MORGAN: Yes. Ie sets the in-
erease of stock against depreciation and
wear and tear. That is not an exceptional
case. That man earns rather more from his
cream than the average dairy farmer, and
.he does not employ more labour, because
on the average those people would have to
milk fifteen cows every night and morning,
and I think hon. members will admis that
is a fair average. I contend that the pri-
mary producers are nob making as much
money as they should, and the conditions of
people in other walks of life are much bet-
ter in every way. I certainly agree with the
Governor’s Specch that it is necessary that
the primary producers should bLe put in a
sutisfactory condition in order that the pros-
perity of Queensland may continue, and it
1s_necessary for this Government, or any
otlier Government, to do all they possibiy
can to assist in making the man on the land
as happy and contented as possib’e. We
have heard a good deal from hon. members
opposite about the country party. I do not
happen to be in the *know,” but I cer-
tainly think the time has arrived when the
farmers should combine for their mutual
protection. It is aes necessary for the far-
mers to combine as it is for the wharf
labourers or any other body of people to
combine to protect themselves, and surely
hon. members opposite will not begrade
the farmers the right to form e union when
they belong to a union themselves. It is
necessary that the farmers should have some
organisation, but the leaders must be care-
ful what they do, otherwise they may wreck
the movement in itz infancy. The present
Labour party was not built up in a day.
They were organising for years and years
to bring themselves up to their present
position of having twenty or twenty-one
members in this House. Kven if it takes
the farmers as long, cventually they will get
the representation in this Chamber to which
they are entitled. The farmers’ parliamen-
tary party has done exceptionally good work
for the farmers during the last three or
four years, and, as hon. members opposite
have said, evidently the party has had a

BertRaxi: Is there no increase of
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certain amount of influence, because the
Governor’s Speech shows that many of the
measures that are to be introduced this
session are measures dealing with the man
on the land—measures which, we think, will

. be for his benefit and protection.

Mr. KIRWAN: Your official organ does not
think so.

Mr. MORGAN: I do not know whether
there is an official organ; but, as a farmers’
representative, I welcome some organisation
in order to bring the farmers together, to
make them think alike, to make them vote
alike, to make them combine so that they
will get all the legislation they are entitled
to, and will enable them to hold their own
against any combination or organisation
that may attempt to injure them.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. PAYNE (Mitchell): The report of the
Commissioner for Railways with reference
to the extension of the railway from XLong-
reach to Stonehenge, which was tabled this
afternoon, is to my mind misleading, as it
states that such a line would be more ex-
pensive than a line from Blackall to Wall-

ford.  Last year, or the year

[9.30 p.m.] before, there were two rival rail-

way routes in Central Queens-
land, one being the line from Longreach to
Stonehenge, or towards the Cooper Waters,
and the other the line from Blackall to
Wellford. The late Commissioner for Rail-
ways, Myr. Thallon, in 1905 reported on the

,extension from Longreach to Windorah, a

distance of &3 miles 61 chains, and he esti
matcd the cost at £2,008 per mile. In 1808,
there was a report made on a proposed line
from Blackall to Wellford, distance 45 miles
65 chains, and the cost of that line was esti-
mated at £3,5339 per mile. I cannot, there-
fore, understand the present Commissioner
(Mr. Evans) stating that the construction of
a line from Longreach to Stonehengs wculd
be more expensive than the construction of
a line from Longreach to Windorah. Mr.
Yovans also says that the extension from
Longreach to Stonehenge is not  well
watered. The previous Commissioner, Mz,
Thallon, said that, with the exception of
one place, where & tank would be required,
there was water all the way; and anyone
who knows the locality is aware of the fact
that the proposed ling runs along the Thom-
son River all the way, and that water can
be got by pumping it a mile or two un te
the line. Speaking now of the Governor’s
Spewch, I think the leader of the Labour
party fittingly described it when he said
it was colcurles, empty, and had no busi-
ness in it. Hven supporfers of the (iovern-
ment have described it in disparaging terms.
The hon. member for Pittsworth, Mr. Mac-
kintosh, said it was non-commuital, which
means that it is neither cne thing nor an-
other. The hon. member for Vitaroy (Mr.
Grant) described it as a speech that might
have come from a man like Mr. ('ook, whe
did net know whether he would have a
majority or not, and said he could not under-
stand a Government with such 2 strong
majority as the present Government of
Queensland possess bringing down 'such a
Speech. I agree with those hon. members;
the Speech is really an empty affair. I
presume His Excellency’s advisers are respon-
sible for the wording of the Speech, and if
so, it only shows how woefully ignorant they

Mr. Payne.]
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are of the largest industry of Quoensland—
the pastoral industry. I find on she very first
page of the Speech the following remarks:—

“During the recess I added consider-
ably to my knowledge of Queensland
and its people by travelling extensively
in the Central, Western, and Northern
portions of the State. Throughout the
enfire journey I observed with pleasure
the surpassing richness of the grasses,
and the splendid condition of the sheep
and cattle. There is ample scope for
further pastoral development, for no part
of the spacious and magnificent grazing
country I passed through is stocked to
anything approaching its full capacity.”

“The latter statement is misleading,
should not have been presented to any
deliberative Assembly. Those who have a
knowledge of the pastoral industry and have
been out West, kuow that only last year we
were on the eve of one of the greatest
““ busts ”’ that was ever known in Queensland.
If the rain had not come last winter, there
would have been greater losses in Queons-
land than we have ever experienced. Gueens-
is fully stocked, but it is only natural that
a man who is uunacquainted with that par-
ticular industry should, when travelling over
the country at the present time, and sesing
the grass over the sheap’s backs, coms
to the conclusion that the country wculd
carry more stock. The man who has sve-
cegded in the pastoral industry in (‘eniral
Quvensland is the man who has not over-
stocksd. The Speech informs us that we are,
to have brought before us a Bill to amend the
Hlections Act, and I notice that it 1s in-
tended to reintroduce the postal vote. I am
not going to say very much about that at
the presont stage, and shall content myself
with remarking that it will be intercsting to
observe what stand a number of Govern-
ment supporters will take with reference to
the proposal. I remember the time when a
aumber of members who are now sitting
-over there and supporting the Government,
described the postal vote as rotten. I notice
also that we are going to have an amend-
ment of the Blections Tribunal Act. I think
an amendment of that Act is sadly needed.
I regret that Parliament should have been
dragged down in the way it was dragged
down by the hon. member for Port Curtis
the other night, when he deliberately stated
on the floor of the House that the assessors
who sat on his case voted party.

Mr. XKnsseLL: Yes; and I repeat it now.

My, PAYNE: What does the hon. member
mean by voting party? Why was he not
man enough to say whether it was the mem-
bers from his own side or the members from
this side who voted party? I was vory
pleastd to see that the hon. member for
Wide Bay resented such a statement, which
it a reflection on the members of the House
who were engaged in that case, and cer-
tainly a member who was a party to the
case should not have made use of his privilege
as a member of this House to make such a
statement. I was one of the members who
sat on that case, and I regard the statement
s an insult. The Speaker appoints the
panel of assessors. I had no idea ai the
time that I could have refused to act, or I
think I should have done so. We go there
and wait from 10 till 1 o'clock without a
break. If a man wanted to go out to the

[Mr. Payne.
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back, the case would have to be adjourned.
You had to be there the whole time. On
one or two occasions we sat after 1 o'clock
in order not to make the case too expensivi
for the parties and to save time. And this
is the result! The hon. gentleman comes
ack herc and says that wo voted party.
Mr. Kessern: Yes, and I repeat it agein.

Mr. PAYNE: The hon gentleman is not
man enough to say who voted party on
that occasion.

Ay, KEsspnn: Not all of you.

Mr. PAYNE: I think there should be a
reply to this hon. gentleman. He also
stated that he was very sorry, as it ran him
into a lot of expense, and he lost a lot of
money by it. I want to tell the hon.
gentleman that if I had known as much
when I was siting on that tribunal as I do
now, I would have objected very strongly
to him scttling the case as he did.

Mr. Xrssprn: And if T had known as
much I would have objected to you sitting
as an assessor.

Mr. PAYNE: Anyone who has read that
report must sce that some of the roftenest
things came out there that came out at any
clection. We had the case of a man who
deliberately perjured himself. I refer to the
man who signed an afiidavit and called him-
seli “{onnors.” Iie swore that he voted
at the Port Curtis election, and that he
voted for Breslin, and that he had nct been
in tha 2l ate for eighteen months. That
was his sfidavit. In the first instance he,
must have toid a deliberate lie before he got
the ballet-paper, and he must have told a de-
liberate lis as soon a: he got the ballot-
paper. That being so, it proved fo me—
and I told the j

udge so—and I tell this
Tlouse so—it was sufficient proof to me that
the man never voted at all. And this man
comes here and howls about his expenses,
although he was the fizst one to make over-
tures to settle the case.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber must refer {o the hon. .member for
Port Curtis by the name of his electorate.

Mr. PAYNE: If I understand the Stan-
ding Orders correctly the only persons en-
titled to ‘* Honourable? are Ministers of
the Crown and those to whom it has been
granted by the King. I had no intention
of bringing this matter up and would not
have referred to it at all, but the hon.
member for Port Curtis referred to it, and
said that the members who sat on that tri-
bunal voted party. Just fancy him saying
that, and me knowing what I did.

Mr. Kessitr: And me knowing what I
did.

Mr. PAYNE: It was the hon. member
for Port Curtis who first made overtures,
and he offered Breslin £400 to cry the case
off, and make an appeal to the country
again. And vet he rushes to this House and
talks about the enormous amount of money it
cost him. (Opposition laughter.) I think
the hon. member for Port Curtis would
have been wise if he had said nothing about
it. The report is public property now, and
I am divulging no secrets, but anyone
reading the report will know that the key-
note of the whole thing was that man's
vote and his affidavit. I told the judge and
I told the barrister defending the case for
the hon. member for Port Curtis that I
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did not believe that that man voted at all,
and that he was a perjurer. I say so now.
After that the case never went an inch fur-
ther. It should have gone on. That case
should have gone on and that man should
have been brought to justice. It was dis-
covered that a man in Blackall named Con-
nors voted and it was not the Rockhamp-
ton man who voted at all. And this man
comes here and talks about us voting party.
~Mr. KesserL: You voted different every
time.

Mr. PAYNE: 1 qguite agree that an
amendment of the Electoral Act is needed.
I notice a paragraph in the Governor’s
Speech which is one of the most insulting
paragraphs I have ever scen put into an
opening Speech. I have never seen a more
insulting paragraph put into a Governor’s
Speech in any British Parliament in the
world. This is the paragraph—

“If personation, plural voting, and
other illegalities were not rife at the
recent Federal polling, it was mnot, in
the opinion of my advisers, because
existing arrangements do not ecourage
and facilitate such practices. There-
fore it is their intention to reguest the
Commonwealth Government to appoint
a commission, consisting of the Chief
Electoral Officer, his State deputies, and
the principal State electoral registrars,
to devise some means whereby the Fede-
ral electoral rolls and the conduct of
the Federal elections will be above sus-
picion.”’

This is the amusing part of it—

“My advisers are aware that under
the Constitution all that pertains to Com-
monwealth elections is of purely Com-
monwealth concern; but the State, as a
State, is vitally interested in amend-
ments proposed in the Constitution, and
has a right to expect that matters of
such supreme Importance to her are sub-
mitted only to those legally entitled to
vote, and under conditions that will make
fraudulent voting as difficult as pos-
sible, and, if resorted to, easily trace-
able.”

We had an exhibition the other evening from
the Treasurer.

The TREASURER: Don’t be too hard.

Mr. PAYNE: The Treasurer waxad in-
dignant at the action of the Governor of
the Commonwealth Bank in asking his de-
partment for certain information. We
all know that the Governor of the Common-
wealth Bank is, like our Commissioner
for Railways, above Parliament, and the
chances are that the Governor of the Com-
monwealth Bank asked for that information
without the Commonwealth Government
knowing anything about it. He was just
seeking information.

The TRrREASURER: You are doing a little
special pleading for him.

Mr. PAYNE: The Treasurer told this
House that it was like the impudence of
the Commonwealth Government——

The TREASURER: VYes, certainly.

Mr. PAYNE: What about this insulting
paragraph in the Governor’s Speech? The
Government were not game to say that plural
voting took place, but they only surmised
that it did take place. They just slurred at
it. I would ask the Treasurer how he would
take the Commonwealth Government dic-
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bring on here.

Address in Reply. 237

tating to the State Government about some
legislation which the State was going to
‘What a howl there would
be in the House. I will just read here from
an article which appeared in the ‘¢ Daily
Standard ”’ of the Tth of June. We know
that this paragraph in the Governor’s Speech
was made up wholly and solely from what
appeared in the “ Courier.” We saw a lot of
trash in the ‘° Brisbanc Courier,” and this
paragraph was taken from it. This is the
article that appeared in the ‘ Standard ’—

‘“Tory DupLiciTY.
“ UPSIDE DOWN ‘ ARGUMENTS.’
“ Rival Electoral Rolls.

“ The voting bungle at some of the poll-
ing booths in the metropolitan area has
been productive of socme cxtraordinary
¢ logic’ in the columns of the ranting
Tory sheet. In order to prove a state-
ment that Mr. Robinson says he never
made, to the effect that about a voter
and a-half had voted for each name on
the Oxley roll, ‘“Granny” indulges in
an orgy of muddled figures in a leading
article, and also specialises on the mat-
ter in another column.

“The imbecility of the argaments
and comparisons put forth would dis-
grace the inmates of a lunatic asylum.
It would almost appear as though the
‘articles’ on the matter were written
by escapees. They are also tinctured
with self-evident commercial jealousy,
such as one would not expect from a
sheet which is ever screeching for the
encouragement of the investment of
capital in the State. :

‘“ As usual, ‘Granny’ knocks her own

wicket down quite early in her °argu-
ments.” In order to prove that the
Federal rolls are ‘stuffed,” and that

the iniquities of Labour are far- reach-
ing, she gets right into a maze of con-
tradictory numerals. For instance, she
clings to her obsession that Mr. “‘Wobbler’
Hunter was defeated by the machina-
tions of the Labourites in recording
more votes than there are names on the
rolls. Her own figurcs show that there
are 40,893 names on the Oxley Federal
roll, of which number 30,892 voted on
Satulday last, or 1oughly 75 per cent.
Unless ‘Granny can prove that 60,000
votes at least were recorded, her fatu-
ous story about one and a-half to one is
an even greater piece of foolish men-
dacity than she usually deals in. We
invite ‘Granny’ to come on and make
good her position, which is a shaky one
at present.’’

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. :nem-
ber may quote from an article, or any pub-
lic document, but he will not be in order
in reading the whole new. spaper article.

Mr. PAYNE: This is a paragraph deal-
ing with the paragraph in the Speech pre-
sented to us which insinuates that there was
plural voting at the last Federal elections.
I do not know whether I will be in order
in reading it.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber will not be in order. He is at perfect
liberty to take any document or any paper
and quote from that paper in support of
his argument, but it is manifestly absurd
to allow any hon. member to read a long
newspaper article.

Hon. W. D. drmstrong.]
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Mr. PAYNE: Then I will quote further
from it. The paragraph in question further
states— ’

“There are fifteen voters in the
‘Daily Standard’ alone who ecxercised
the franchise on Saturday last, and they
had not an opportunity of voting on the
State rolls.”

That is in answer to the argument when
you are comparing the State rolls with the
TFederal rolls. We all know there is as much
differcnce between the Federal rolls and the
State rolls as there is between day and
night. We know very well that there are
hundreds and hundreds of people in Queens-
land who arc entitled to get on the Federal
rolls but who are not entitled to get on the
State rolls. For instance, you can get on
the Federal rolls after one month’s residence
in any State if you have previously been
six months in the Commonwealth, but
you have to be twelve months in Queens-
land before you can get on the State roll.
In other words, you have no more voice in
the mansgement of the country than a
Chinaman or a black man until you have
been hLere twelve mouths. How on earth
can you compare the Federal rolls with the
State rolls when there is such an enormous
difference in the gqualifications for getting
on the roll? To my mind there is no argu-
ment at all in comparing the two rolls. The
paragraph in the “ Daily Standard” goes
on to say that—
“Fven after a person can apply to zet
on the State roll, after being here twelve
months, he cannot get his name on the
State roll for a further four months.”

I am glad the Home Seceretary is back in
his place, as I wish to say that I was sur-
prised that a gentleman, holding the posi-
tion he does as head of the Home Depart-
ment, should speak in the way he spoke the
other night. I do not know whether he was
ignorant of what he was speaking of——

The Home SecreTARY: No, he was not;
that is the trouble.

Mr. PAYNE: Still, he was comparing
the Federal rolls with the State rolls. We
know very well that if the Tories had won
we would not have heard one word about
this plural voting. They are taking their
licking very badly. They know very well,
from the voting that took place on the 3lst
of May, that the writing is on the wall. T
think the paragraph contained in this Speech
Wasduncalled for. It is not going to do any
good.

The HoME SECRETARY: It is.

Mr. PAYNE: What National party—
even Joe Cool’s—would be worth its salt if
it was dictated to by a State Parliament?
Just imagine a National Parliament being
dictated to by any State Parliament. It
would not be worth taking office for five
minutes. I notice we are to have an amend-
ment of the Tramway Acht, and I hope,
after all we have seen, that the good scnse
of the people of Queensland will prevail,
and that when they arve bringing in this
amendment, they will take over the trams
and nationalise them—either have municipal
or_State control. I think we have had an
exhibition in Queensland in connection with
our tramway system that should never be
forgotten. I hope the Government will take
over the tramways and nationalise them. I

[My. Payne.
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also notice that we are to have a Rabbit
Bill. I think the dingoes and the blowflies
among the sheep in Queensland are causing
very much more damage at the present time
than the rabbits. I travelled a good deal
in the sheep centres of Queensland during
the recess, and I never dreamed that it
could be possible for the blowflies, or the
small flies, to do the damage they are doing
amongst the sheep flocks in the West.
understand there has been a loss of some 12
per cent., and the shesp that are saved are
in a deplorable condition. I do not know
what the Government are doing in the
matter, but it is a serious matter, and really
wants some attention. Of course, some
people say the wool growers can very well
afford to pay for it. They have done very
well lately, but still, this is a national
matter, and if the blowfly continues doing
the damage it has done during the last sea-
son in the West, it will be a very serious
thing. .

The SECRRTARY FOR AGRICULTURE: I took
immediate action.

Mr. PAYNE: I am sorry to ses that the
staps that were taken were to start some-
body out West, but when he got a certain
distance he was teld to come back because

it had bwen said that all the

{10 p.m.] blowflics had been killed by

the frosts. If that is so, I think
it is to be regretted. If they started to in-
vestigate this matter, the least they should
Lave done was to get some official of the
department to go ont and see the damage
that had been done with his own egcs. As
I said before, the Speech is a very empby
affair. It has been mentioned, and more
particularly from this side of the Ilouse,
that some measures should have been in-
cluded, and among them the hon. the leader
of the Opposition referred to the necessity
for some amendment of the Water Conser-
vation and Rights in Water Act. That is a
matter that all members know I spoke
strongly against when it was introduced,
and I still stick to my remarks. I have
seen it in operation, and it is a most
peculiar thing that while we have a Go-
vermment in power that say they are try-
ing to settle people on the land, and are
trving to make the people of Queensland
believe that, nearly every Aect they intro-
duce, and nearly every bit of legislation
they administer, has a tendency to keep
them from going on the land. They bring
in a Bill that every Western man who knew
the conditions that prevailed in the arte-
sian belt of Queensland—at least every
member on this side of the House—opposed,
and the result is that where it cost a man
£2,000 to put down a bore previously, now
it costs him over £4,000. And that is to
settle people on the land! But if there is
any argument required to show that these
bores should be constructed more substan-
tially, it is to be found in the fact that all
these bores are practically on leasehold land.
T is not freehold land, and the longest lease
that we have out there is, I think, aboub
twenty or twenty-one years, and if the Go-
vernment wish to bring in legislation in-
creasing the cost of artesian bores, the least
ther could do was to meet the extra cost
themselves, because after all the bores be-
long to the people. The Act, more particu-
larly in its administration, is not having a
tendency tfo settle people on our Western
lands, and it is not going to do so. I do
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not know what the Government are going to
do, but unless they take steps to deal with
the matter, cur Western land is not going
to be rushed as it used to be in the past.
Some hon. member has mentioned the
Liquor Bill. I am not a temperance man,
and 1 am not a drinking man, and so far as
I am concerned I would not give a brass
farthing for all the ligquor that is manu-
factured for my own use, but the Act as it
stands is simply ridiculous. I have travelled
out West, and it seems to me that it was
frasmed for Brisbane and the big cities,
where if vou cannot get into an hotel you
can go %o a boarding-house. Just imagine
a man travelling out West, as I have done
during ths last few months, and trying to
get accommodation on bur\day. The hotel-
keepers look at you twice before they give it
to vou. I told them “I want something
to eat, not something to drink,” but they
are afraid that you will get arrested.
There ars a lot of new policemen in my dis-
trict, too, and they have given the publican
to unds rstand almost that no one can go in
there or they can arrest him on the pre-
mises. Iu the place I stayed at the other
Sunday I raw a man who had a drink or
two on the veranda of the hotel. He had
walked about a mile from where he was
camped with his mate, and the police came
along and asked the publican,

vou mecan by serving this man with drink?”’
I do not think that anybody should be re-
sponsible for cvery man who chooses to sib
on his veranda unless he puts a barbed wire
fence around it to keep them off. The
whole Act is simply ridiculous. It is not
going to bring about that great temperance
that some people thought it would, and it is
only ma.l ing it difficult for those who travel
about in the country. And I would like to
see the Home Sccretary out there in the
West on a wet night. (Laughter.)

An IIONOURABLE MEMBER:

He would get

it
Mr. PAVNE: I do not mean the Home
Secretary particularly, but neacly overy

hon. member who wai so drastic, if I may
use the word, when the measure was before
the House; I would like to see them travel
all night through the slush and mud out
there, and come to an hotel on Sunday
morning. The whole thing is ridiculous,
and I hove the Government will ses their
way to put it on a sound, reasonable foot-
ing. The whole thing, to my mind, is not
in keeping with the man who has to travel
about the bush. I also notice that hon.
gentlemen on the other side will not let the
late Brishane strike die out. I do not know
that any good will be done by referring to
it at the present time, but I do know that it
will be a black mark against the Denham
Government so  long as  Quecnsland s
Queensland. They may gloss it over as
much as they like, but the people of this
Btate are not going to forget the tyrannical
methods that were adopted, and I think it
would be wise for the Governmeunt and their
supporters to say nothing about it. Some-
. thing has been said about the late railway
accident, and I suppose we all join in
deplormy it, particularly in the loss of those
men which made so many widows and so
many children fatherless. I quite agree
with the hon. the Minister for Raﬂwars
when he said that he went out of his way
to. ask the Commissioner not to discharge
those two men who were disrated. I would

[1 Jurvy.]
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agree with him if he would only make it
applicable to the men on the lowest rung of
the ladder, but they are not doing it. I
can give the name, if necessary. It is a
man who was out in the late strike on the

railways. I thmk he had some twelve or
fourteen years’ scrvice. Although  the
Minister for Railways and the Premier

promised the House that there would be no
vietimisation, when that man was hut back
to work he was placed on a mark. New-
chums who had just come into the country
were pub on a better mark, with the result
that he stood it for three months, and
finally left the service altogether. He could
not humiliate himself to such an extent as
to crawl and grovel to the men who had
iust come here. That man is now gottmg
£5 a week. He was a practical elerk in
the Railway Department, and yet that was
how they treated him! I agree with the
Minister in  even treating these high
officials as he has donc. I carc not how
callous 2 man may be, the fact of a man
c2ling that he was directly or indirectly
respounsible for the loss of t‘wse men mush
i\mb his own conscience, and I do not think
it is any ure victhmising him any further.
But the Railway Department are not doing
the rlth thing with ihe men on the bottom
rung of the ladder. There were two cases
in which men who had been years and years
in ths scrvice were victimised; when they
were taken back they were taken back as
you would throw a dog a bone—men who
had 31‘5t come into the country were put
over them. They stood it for three months,
and then left, and one is now getting £4
2nd the other £5 a week. There was one
phase of the late railway secident that to
my mind was not taken sufficient notice of.
I have earciully read the whole of the re-
port of the magisterial inquiry, but the one
point to my mind that was not taken suffi-
cient notice of is that the first accident was
the cause of the second accident, because if
the fizet had not taken place it would not
have been possible for the #scond one to
happen.  The first accident was caused by
a defrctive brake, or defective pumps in
the Westinghouse brake. I find that the
engine-driver was on the stand knocking it
and trying to get it to work, with the result
that the brake failed, and the train got a
run cn the down grade and  after gomg
round a turn the trucks left the line. hat-
cver was the cause of the first acciden$, I
say that indirectly that accident was the
cause of the second accident.

Mr. Honge: No.

Mr, PAYNE: If the first accident had
not raken place, it ﬂould not have been
possible for the second one to happen. I
am making no charge against the Minister,
but I would like him to ascertain whether
notices were not posted up in the shed at
Rockhampton some months ago that any
engine-driver making a frivolous report of
any breakages was to suffer some penalty.
For instance, I understand that reports
were given in of defective brakes, and when
they pulled them to pieces the mechanics
found there was nothlng wrong, with the
result that the engine-drivers got hauled
over the coals for reporting the brakes to
be defective. If there is such a system, and
that an engine-driver is not free to report
such cases, you will have more accidents
happening. I hope that the Premier will

Mr. Payne.]
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remember the two cases I have mentioned,
and if he is kind that he will be kind all
round, and not only to the men at the top
of the tree.

Mr. BERTRAM (iaree): I move the
adjournnient of the debate.

Question put and passed.

The resumption of the debate was made
an Order of the Day for to-morrow.

The House adjourncd at sixteen minutes
past 10 o’clock.
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