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Tl:EHIJ.\Y, 1 Jl!LY, 1913. 

The SPK\KER (Hon. \V. D. Armstrong, 
Locl..yrl') took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

PAPERS. 
The following paper, laid on the table, 

was ordc•rod to be printed :-
Report of the Agent-General for Queens­

land for the year 1912. 
'Tbe following paper '\ aj also laid on thf' 

tabll':-
Cor1ies of corr<?~pondence in connection 

with an application by Messrs. Fisken 
and Bunning for a license to sink an 
arte;;ian bore on Lucknow Station. 

SEPARATION. 
PociTPOXE)IE'lT oF NmrcE OF MoTION. 

i\Ir. ADAMSON (llocklwmpton): I desire 
to withdraw the notice of motion standing 
in my nanw with reference to the separa­
tion of l\•ntral and Xorthcrn Queensland. 

Mr. Adamson.] 
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I do so because I have received an assur­
ance from the Premier that he will give a 
full day to the discussion of the separation 
quest10n on the 24th J ulv, or some other 
convenient day. • 

The PREMIER: Substitute the 2i!th July. 

Mr. ADAMSON: Very well, I will giYe 
notice of the motion for that day. 

The SPEAKER: The hon. member can­
not do that, as the Standing Orders do not 
allow o£ the giving of a notice of motion 
for a day later than the eighth next sitting 
day of tho House. 

Mr. ADAMSON : In that case, I giYe 
notice for 17th July. 

RABBIT BILL. 

INITIATIOX. 

On the motion of the SECRETARY .FOR 
PUBLIC LANDS (Hon. J. Tolmie; Too­
'ooomba), it was formally reso]yed-

. " That the )'Iouse will, at its next sit. 
tmg, reso!Yo rt,elf into a Committee of 
the ·whole to consido· of the desirable­
ness of introducing a Bill to consolidate 
and amend the laws relatin"' to the 
incursion and migration of rabbits." 

RAILWAY EXTENSIOX, LOXGREAt'H 

TO S'l'O.'IIEHEJ'\GE. 

. On the motion of Mr. PAYXE (Jiitch>?i!), 
rt was formally resolved-

" That there be !aiel on the table of 
the House copy of the ]a,J; report of the 
qommisioner of Railways on the exten­
SIOn from Longrcach to Stoneh<'ng -'·" 

The PREMIER (Hon. D. F. Denham, 
Oxlr y) : I beg to lay on the table a copy of 
the report of the Commiseioner for Hail­
ways on the extension from Longreadl to 
Stmwhengc dated SOth Jnn<>, 13!2, aml 
move that the paper be printPd. 

Question put and pa•·scd. 

ADDRESS IX REPLY. 

RESU..\.!PTIOK OF DEBATE. 

Mr. \VILLIA.i\IS (Charters 1'rnccr,). who 
\Yas r~?cci;Ted i.Yit~1 GoYcrnlnPnt ·• llPnr, 
~ear~. sard: I had YC'ry grPat 1>h'.1i')Urn in 
hearrng tho interesting and bnsinc~s:.:.like 
Speech of His Excellency the GoY!'rnor. 
The mover and seconder of the motion for 
the .adoption of the Addrc\8 in Reply hayc 
received congratulations frorn all side~ of 
tlw House, and I de· ire to ioin in thc•··G 
c~mgratulations. I had countt;cl on the sit­
i~Ing· of ParliarnPnt taking place at a !ater 
date, but it is evident that ther<: i-; ypr·,,r 
{rO?d reas~n for meeting- carl,-. In fact, !t 
Is 1mperatlve that we should do vo in order 
to help a section of the comm{mitY-thc 
sugar-growers; and I am pleased th'at 1ve 
have met earlier than usual, especiallv if 1t 
means that we shall have a. short :,ossian 
and. be able to g-et away to our homes 
earher than we did last year. · 

,HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

[.illr Adamson. 

Mr. WILLIAMS: Now, han. members 
on the other side of the House have com­
plained that the Speech of His Excellency 
th<' GoYernor is a colourless Speech. \Vhat 
colour is it they want? ·what more colour 
do han. gentledien want? Do the:> want it 
to be a. red colour? 

OPPOSITION JY1EMBERS: The complaint came 
from your side. 

Mr. WILLIAMS: No, I think it was 
han. members on the Opposition side who 
stated that thE> Speech wa& colourless. I 
think there is pienty of colour in the 
Speech, and I am sati.sfiec!' with it as it is. 

Mr. BERTRA:I! : It looks pretty blue. 
(Laught~Cr.) 

Mr. WILLIAMS: We haYe sometimes 
st•en chemists' shops which haYe a bright red 
lig-ht on one side and a bright blue lig-ht on 
the other side, and we have also seen clwm­
ists' shops which have not got any bright 
lights burning at all, but I haye invariably 
found that you can buy just as good t.rti(·les 
from the chemist's shop without the lights 
as from the chemist's shop with the bright 
red and blue lights. What clo hon. mem­
bers opposite want? Do they want to put 
more red colour into the Speech? Do they 
went another Industrial Peace Bill, like W<' 
had last year, or do they want the. Police 
Off,,nces Bill to giYe us something to talk 
about·: I trust not. I am quite satisfied 
with the Speech of the GoYernor as it is. 
We have got plenty to deal with in the 
progran.une laid before us, and if we only 
Jeal with it properly, it will take us all 
our time to get through it during· the ;,c-s­
sion. I am sorry to make :reL"rcnc(lo'1 tu a 
matter which is 'rather againot tbc HotJsc. 
I consider that this House should l1e the 
workshop of thp GoYornment of Queenstmcl. 
(Hear, hear!) I regret to oaJ' that in~t,.,<l 
of this House being the worksho:) it is 
known as the talking- shop. · 

:.\.11-. MuRPHY: It is all -done on your side. 
(Laughter.) 

::'\lr. '\YILLIAMS: No, it is not, in spite 
of what the Independent party save.· Xow, 
that is not altogether the fault" of hon. 
members, because when one member of a. 
district g-ets up and makes a speech, another 
member has also got to get up and make a 
.,pcoch too, as if he fails to do so, his CDn­
stituents will say that he is a lazy· man, 
and he· will b., told, "The han. member for 
\Voogaroo got up and made a fine speech, 
and you ought to have got up and said a 
lot more than he did." (Laughter.) There 
Is a. good deal more time wast~d in talk in 
this House than there should be,· but it is 
not altogethel' the fault of members. I haYe 
g'.lt a mggcstion to make with regard to 
tJ-.at. I understand that there is a proposal 
to ask for an increase in the salaries paid 
t'' members of this House. I quite agr<:>c· 
that our legislators are not too well paid in 
Q•leensland, but I do not think that the 
country would be prepared to grant an in­
<"'rease in salaries to 1nembers unless this 
Hense firet set itself in order and got to 
work in a business-like manner. (Hear, 
hear !) I know that Dur Standing Orders 
are Yory good, and have been held up as 
n model set of Standing- Orders all oYer Aus­
tndia, ?ut I. have. a m<;thod to suggeet in 
eonnectron wrth busmf)i>S m the House which 
if it does not appeal to the loquacio~s mehl: 
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hers, will certainly meet with the approval 
of the earnest members of the House. The 
;mggestion I have to make will affect those 
members who wish to talk too much and 
who talk too often, and I think this will 
.Cave some deterrent effect on those who talk 
too much. \Ve have one party in this House 
which is a very much misused and abused 
party or group known as thp farmers' party. 
There is no question about it but that at 
one time the farmers' party were a great 
help to the Labour party. 

Mr. GILDAY: They are still. 
Mr. FIHELLY: They were on the 31st Ylay. 

Mr. WILLIAMS : They used to help the 
Labour party until they were called upon 
to put their hands into their pockets too 
much, and they then left them, and it 
dwwed their common sense. I can show how 
a proposal can be designed for dealing with 
the talkative members. I suggest that a 
certain portion of " Hansard '·' be allotted 
to each member. Let each be notified that 
he can talk a certain number of columns, 
and that will be his share. If he <'xceeds 
the amount allotted to him, then he should 
b" called upon to pay for it. 

Mr. KIRWAK: vYhat about the silent mnm­
bers '? 

Other 0PPOSITIOK li<lEl\IBERS: Could me•a­
Lers s.ell their share? 

Mr. vVILLIAMS: I am sure t!w House \vill 
take notice of my remarks, and I think we 
will be able to prodnce a \\·orkahle scheme. 
.. ~t any rate~ '"e onght to do ::o before Wt• 

ask the Government for an inerease in our 
t:alarie\;j. 

Mr. FOLEY: How mach would you a!lo~ 
to each member? 

Mr. \;v'ILLIA"MS: I wa- sorrv that there 
was no mention in the Govern01··'s Speech of 
a 1Vfin€l's' Homesteads BilL The Bill was in­
trodc!Ccd last year, and for the purpose of 
enabling the people on the goldfields to take 
up larger areas of land under the miner's 
honw,tead provisions than tht'v could under 
the law as it is at present. It" \YouJd enable 
a farmer to get a real rrood sizt>cl holding. 
The Bill was -distributee! last vcar b \' the 
:Ylinister or the Und<:r Secretar;-, so that it 
could be properly considered by members, 
and we understood it would be Lrought on 
again this sc,<on. I have spoken to the 
::\1ini,-ier for Mines on the matter, and he 
acnres me that this ]'diners' Homestf·ads 
Bill will h' broug·ht on as a measure this 
''- .sian. I would also have liked to have 
se<-n in the S;>ecch a greater reference to 
1nining. 

Mr. FOLEY: You want more colour in it. 

Mr. WILLIAMS: I think there is plent;­
of colour in it as it i~. Last year the House 
paid very pati{mt attention to the speeches 
made by mew.bers from mining districts, 
and the Hoe1se having indulged itself in that 
way, I do not propoee to reiterate this yeal' 
what waR said last year on th!l subject of 
the .minjng- indn,:try. I would only like to 
remmd ,1cn. mem!J,,rs that since Queensland 
first becanic a. colony until the end of 1912 
the gold returned was valued at £75,000.000. 
I must take some credit for my own elec­
torate for contributing· its share of that 
amount, as I see that Charters Towers Gold· 

field has contributed in gold to the value 
of £25 000 000 or more than one-third of the 
t{)tal ~utp~t. 'I would like to remind hon. 
me:nbers also that the prime factDr in the 
establishment of Queensland •'!'S a colony 
was thil opening of the Gymp1e Goldfield . 
It is well known-somil hon. members were 
in the State at the time and they can 
bear mo out-that at that time QuBens­
land was in a hopeless condition bordering 
on bankruptcy, and it was ~aid that Quee~s­
land was thinking of gomg back to 1ts 
11arcnt statp of New South vVales just when 
Gympie came to the rescue of the rGovern· 
ment. 

Han. R. PHILP: No, not so bad as that. 

Mr. WILLIAMS: I havll heard that it 
was so I have been told that it was owing 
to the. snlendid way that Gympie came to 
the resc{,e of Queensland that helped tho 
colony so much at that time. The sa;ne 
thing happened with regard to thll openmg 
of Charters Towers and Croydon. Both of 
these mining fields were the means of open· 
ing up the country and I say publicly but 
for the fact of the~e goldfields coming into 
f'Xistencc and being opened up then. Queens­
land would have been a very small State 
indeed, and would be now largely· composed 
of nastoralist,. I think that han. members 
:::iii recognicc what the mining industry has 
<l.one i_n the past, and in the future it will 
Lontinue h do an important amount of good 
wm·\: for the StatP. We all remember how 
in 1893, when things wer" very bad, when 
the banks went smash, and we had floods 
eyervw here, that Uharters To"\vers \vas, prac­
tically speaking. rurying most of the State 
on her back owing to he1· splendid mining 
rct,uns and the fine returm that the railway 
to Charters TowN' was showing. The rcprc­
f entatives of n1ining constituencies arc in­
V<,riably generous "ith regard to the ex­
penditure of monr-y in other districts and 
for other industric.e, and all I ask in that 
di1·cction is that we should get similar gener­
osity given to us bv other m0mbers of the 
House. There is in view a very larfYe deep­
Hinking .~ch0n10 in Charter>: To-,•rerf:. I can­
not tell :vou what the details arc, because I 
think th:Ccp details have not yet matured. 
It may mean to the people of the town a 
vay large sum of money, and it may be 
\hat thi" House will be adwd to a:,-,ist them 
in the shape of )"Itting up £1 for £1. I 

o·1ld point out. in r2gard to all the ·•,hemcs 
from mining fielde., that we are in this posi­
tion: The,t there is no kmptation to try 
and r.:et money from tho Government to 
waste. because we havB to put up £1 for £1, 
and if tho thing goes down 11" lose our 
'noncy. Therefore,- hon. members can be 
quitn c- -rtain that any scheme brought for­
ward on behalf of a mining district will not 
he an e,travagant scheme. Ju~t bdore I 
cune into the Honse I was asked how many 
railwav' I had to ask for. I never had but 
one railwav, and I havo that railway ctill-­
the Blair-Athol Railway. 

An OPPOSITION MnfBER : It was promised. 

::VIr. WILLIAMS: Promised l We were 
promised a survey a few years ago, and 
I believe we will get a sun-ey this year­
the beginning of a survey, and that is alL 
I would like to say that a part of our r.~il­
way policy is certainly wrong. SeBing 
the magnificent service of steamers there is 
on this coast, some greater attention should 

jjb-. Williams.] 
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be paid to the communication with inland 
centres before so much railway construction 
is done on the coast. I have no objection to 
that railway on the coast, but certainly it is 
a wrong thing to build that railway before 
such a railway as the Blair-Athol line. If 
the Blair-Athol Railway were built, it would 
give a short means of communication from 
the South to the North-west, and would be 
the means of bringing the mails up, and also 
-coal for the goldfields and for the rail­
ways themselves. I do not know what wisL' 
man came to think the building of the coastal 
rail way was necessary before the building of 
that inland railway, but I think it is abso­
lutely wrong. I am going to say something 
later on about the grievances of the North, 
but I cannot help thinking that before long 
another two parties will be disputing and 
saying thE>y have grievances against each 
other-! refer to the inland peo11le against 
the coastal people. I consider the coastal 
people are. getting much more than they 
should, seeing how neglected the inland 
veople are. I do not at all object to a faie 
deal. but when you come down the coast and 
travel in some of those magnificent floating 
palaces like the "Canberra," and see the 
splendid accommodation provicl0d, it seems 
impos~ible to believe that a coastal railwav is 
necessary before that inland rail" ay. -

11r. 110RGAX: Can the railway compct<• 
with water carriage? That is the point. 

Mr. WILLIAMS: It is impossible. If tht>y 
could do that, then there might be ''Hnothing 
in it. I think that what should he clone i" 
what the Mackay Harbour Board are doing. 
Harbour boards should be encouraged to 
borrow money to improve their harbours, 
and let us have more railways in the ill­
side districts. I do hope, if tha,t loan is to 
be given to Mackay, that great care will b0 
taken to see that it is sneiJ.t in th0 b< 't 
mnnncr, because if you lock up a lot of 
Gov;·rnnwnt money in these \Yorks, then yon 
cannot go on with other enterprises. l 
think the hon. member for TownsvillP ,,-ill 
support me in saying that he has known 
instances where large sums of n1on0y haYG 
be<'n wa·,tecl on harbour works. 

Qpposnrox ME}JBERS: ·where? (Laug·htcr.) 

::\Ir. WILLIAMS: I think th·· reason 
largely is owing to the fact that no com­
petent engineer is appointed to continuously 
supeniSt· the expeQcliture. 

Hon. R. PHILP: Charters 'rowers got tho 
grcah"it ben-efit fron1 that ox11enditur0. 

:.VIr. 'WILLIAMS: Charters Towers nHer 
did anything wrong like that. 

J\Ir. Kmw.\N: It never got a chance. 

Mr. I'VILI,IAMS: Kever. With regard 
to the railway service to Charters 'l'ow·2rs, I 
am quite satisfied with the number and 
speed of the trains, but I agree with the 
complaint of the hon. member for vVan·ego 
about our carriages. I am sorry the Secrt'­
tary for Railways is not here--

::\h-. ~hY: We want new carriages. 

:\Ir. WILLIAMS: It is quite possible that 
the new carriages are allotted in a fair 
proportion-that a certain number i~ kept 
in Brisbane, and a certain number sc>nt 
away to the \Vest and North, but it is mar­
''ellou;; to me to see how many old car­
dages there are running on the rail-way line 

[Jir. Williams. 

from. <.[ownsville to Charters Towers. (Hear, 
hear!) I often travel on the line clowr; in 
Brisbane, and I find the most beaut1ful, 
clean, and luxuriant carriages, and I would 
like to see more in the North. 

~Ir. FOLEY: Anv old thing is good 
enough for the ;\1 o"rth. 

Mr. \YILLIA~IS : There arc many other 
matters in connection with my own district 
that I could speak of, but I do not wish to 
detain the Housc> on those matters, as I 
will deal with them on other occasions. 
Speaking generally, I must complain. o~ th:• 
want of attention on thc> part of JYhmstcrs 
with regard to the Korth. 

JYir. BERTRA1I: You started to commend, 
and no\v you are conde1nning. 

:\Ir. \YILLIA:iYIS : I would like to tell that 
hon. member that it is the blessed privilege 
of members on this side to be able to get 
up a_nd roast Ministers : you cannot. (Op­
position laughter.) I do complain _of. the 
want of attention on the part of Mm1sters 
with regard to the Korth. His Excellency 
·the Governor has shown what he can do. 
·He can hmve Brisbane and go North and 
sec tho wants of the place, and I n1ust c;on­
fl''S thrrt I think ::\Iinisters, if they tnecl, 
could do much Letter than thPy do. 

0PPOSITIO"' :'>1KIIBERS: Hear, hear ! 
:\lr. Huxn.ur: You don't call that a roast­

ing, surely. It is very tame. 

::\Ir. \YILLIA::\IS: You dare not say that 
much. (Laughter.) Anybody would think 
that Ministers don't like the heat of tho 
torrid North. and I hope they will get over 
that fcc>ling. During recent years there 
has been a revival of the talk about 
snparation. \Yhile I do. not. bcli~n·e in 
· ep.:ration, I certainly tlunk 1f Mm1sters 
wish to stop that cry, the sooner they get 
about and around those constituencies thn 
better, because the laxity of Minisb,rs in 
that rcspPct is largely the reason why the 
country pr!-ople- aro dissatisfied. 

C'.Ir. GILLIES: Fulfil their promises. 

::\Ir. \YILLL'I.::VlS: Speaking with reference 
to the ::-Jorth-I am sorry to haYe to bring 
the .. c mattPr' up, but they have to bo 
bron'"ht up-I noticed a leading article in 
the .C: Brisbane Courier" suggesting til at as 
the trade of tho port of Brisbane iB be­
coining 60 great, and as they have to Hceo~l~t­
modato such big stE'amers, and the work 1s 
becoming so expensive, it should be made a 
national work. That means, I take it, tb.at 
tho people of tlw :\"orth should pay br tlw 
port of Brisbane. 

Tlw TREASI:RER: That is not likely jo come 
about. 

}Jr. \VILLIAliiS: I may have misread ihe 
paper. but th,tt was the svggestion, nw1 I 
hope it will drop at that. 

Tlw TREASFRER: The revenue from the 
por~, of Brisbane is YE"l'Y considerable in­
deed. 

Mr. WILLIA:\IS: And the revenue frun 
the; port of Townsville is also Y"ry ccn­
siclerabl!'. 

ThP TRE.\SDRER: I quite l.l!;ree with ycu 

l\lr. WILLIAMS: I am g-lad to ha YP scme 
assurance from the Minister that jhnt is 
not likely to com<' about. \Yith ··egc,cd to 
the sugar industry, which I consider of tbo 
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greatest importance to the State, I am very 
glad that tho Government intend !_.ringing 
in two measures to deal with tho :ndustry. 
I should have thought that tho second 

measure introduced should have 
[4 p.m.] be<m the first-that is the one in 

reference to black labour. I do 
not happen to belong to a sugar district, but 
I can assure the sugar-growers that they 
will have my sympathy and support in 
assicting them through their troubles. \Yith 
regard to that question, I should like to 
refer to the way in which our Premier has 
been misrepresented b~· those peopk from 
the South. 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER: Poc1· fellow! 
::V1r. WILLIAMS: It looks as if a trap 'vas 

laid for him. He was led to talk about the,•o 
Bills before hon. members thought there was 
any chance of Mr. Fishm- passing his Bills 
in time for .us to do anything with them. 

Mr. FOLEY: It was our Premier's fault. 
::iir. WILLIAMS: It was not. Hon. 

members on ihis side of the House woctld 
have been willing to sit for unother month 
to get them through. 

Mr. FIHELLY: :VIr. Fisher pabsed them to 
come into force by proelamation. 

Mr. WILLIAMS: Then, I notice that a 
reference hJJ.s been made to more sug:ar-mills 
in the North, ·and I certainly hope thd the 
Ministry will keep every promise th<lt has 
been made in that direction. 

Mr. LENNON: Thev could not: it is not 
thoir way. · " 

:Mr. WILLIAMS: I have heard that a 
member in the other House made a sug­
gestion as to whether the sugar industry 
was worth ntrrying on. I am quite sure 
that will not be the feeling of a majority 
of members in this House, because it should 
be assisted if for no other reason than for 
the purpose of populating the Northern 
country so that we may be able to defend 
it from attack. The SDeech also refers to 
one of the most important matters that 
we could have mentioned. I refer to tho 
Elections Act. I would not for one minute 
like to suggest that tho Federal Labour 
party did anything wrong, or deliberately 
wrong, in preparing that Bill, but I do say 
this: that if anybody wished to bring ii1 
and pa'S a Bill that would open the way 
to so much fraud and everything else of 
the kind, he could not have succeeded bet­
ter than by passing that measure. 

Mr. MuRPHY: It is pretty well the mme 
~ill t)lat has be<:'n in operation since the 
mceptwn of tho federation. 

Mr. WILLIAMS: I do not care who the 
duffers were-Liberal or Labour-who passed 
it, the Commonwealth made a hash of it 
and has shown itself so grossly incompetent 
that they are not able to frame a Bill 
of this kind, and I think it might be a very 
good thing if we came along and showed 
them how to make one. There is no doubt 
that every han. member in this House if 
he wishes to get an honest roll, must ad,mi t 
that things were wrong in the Federal 
election. 

Mr. LENNON : So they were at the Charters 
Towers State election. 

Mr. WILLIAMS: What was that? 
Mr. LENNON : The postal vote. 

Mr. WILLIAMS: I am going to deal with 
that. We do not know what the Bill will 

lJC like, be<'auoe it has not been introduced, 
but I certainly think that women should be 
allowed to vote in that manner. I quite 
understand c what the han. member for Her­
bert ha" said-that there were abuses when 
the postal vote was in force. I dare say 
there were, but I understand that the abuses 
that were complained of wen; that some jus­
tices of the peace had acted dishonestly. 

Mr. LENNON : I am quite sure they did. 
:VIr. WILLIAMS: I would make the pun­

ishment so stiff for that, that if a man did 
it he would get fiye years in gaol. (Hear, 
hear !) I think we shall do well to hedge 
the privilege of voting around pretty well 
w as to stop personation and fraud. Men 
and women can go out to picture shows 
and theatres time after time in the year, 
and I do not see whY they should not be 
able to go to the poll "and vote in their own 
wards. That would enable us to identify 
some of the rascals who come in and 
record votes, although certainly we could 
not catch thf'm all. \Ve could not catch. for 
instance, the ghosts who came and voted at 
the last election. It also has been sug­
g< led that it might be a g-ood thing to 
isHe a certificate, lik~ a miner's right. I 
am not prepared to say now whether that 
would be succe".ful, but something should 
he ·done. One of tho chief causes of the 
trouble, in my opinion, is the absentee vote. 
I do not believe in it at ull. It is a con­
v-enience, certainly, to 111en who are per<tnl­
hule.ting about, but if th''Y !me" what 
trouble and fraua there were over it they 
would cheerfully re;;ign it. 

Mr. KIRWAN: It is a long way preferable 
to the postal vote. 

Mr. WILLIAMS : If a man was going 
;,Yay~ and know~ he ·was going away before 
tho iome of the writs, he might have such a 
vote: otherwisf' I would not have it at all. 
It leads to too much fraud. 

:Mr. MuRPHY: You ought to have to take 
tho votf'r's photograph. 

Mr. WILLIAMS : TherB is one measure 
that I should welcome, and that is the 
Elections Tribunal Bill. I quite agree with 
hon. rn<'mbers who sat on the panel of 
afisessors that it is not fair to ask them to 
sit. I feel it all the more, perhaps, because 
I happen to have been chosen for the panel 
this SE'ssion. I notice also that the Ministry 
is going to try to find tho mineral oil 
that is believed to exist in this eountry. 
I have no doubt that it is ·an excellent 
scheme, .and I hope that oil will be found. 
I hope that while that is being considered, 
and while the Han. the Premier and the 
Ministry are talking about prospecting for 
oil, they will do something with a view to 
getting up prospecting parties to look fol' 
g-old in the neighbourhood of the present 
goldfields. We know gold is there, and 
the prospects are something more certain 
than oil. In any case, I congratulate the 
Ministry on the steps they have taken to 
establish that industry. The Speech also 
mentioned a matter of the greatest import­
ance to the State, and that is prickly pear. 
When one hears those words one naturally 
thinks of the name of the hon. member 
for Toowong. I was very glad to hear the 
congratulatory remarks that were made 
.about him, because he is an old personal 
friend. 

Mr. LENNON: A brother unionist. (Laugh­
ter.) 

Mt·. Williams.] 
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Mr. WILLIAMS: Yes, and I was very 
sorry to see that he ha·d retired from the 
Ministry, because I think his absence is -a 
!ales to the country. Various suggestions 
have been made as to how the pear should be 
dealt with. I try to learn as much as I 
can, because I do not profess to be an ex­
pert as to the destruction of prickly pear, 
and there seem to be two schemes. One 
is that it should be tackled in a large way­
that conce1-sions should be given to the men 
with large capital-and the other is that the 
country should be cut up into smaller plots. 
I do not mind which way it is done, but 
whoever does it-whether the big man or the 
small man-should be very richly rewarded. 
As one han. member said, whv should the 
prickly pear get all the profit from tho land­
why should not somebody else get some of 
it? I sincerely hope that that very serious 
matter will be dealt with in some way. I 
am sorry to say that the prickly pear has 
started up in the Charters Towers district, 
and I am very much afraid that if it is 
allowed to spre'ld, it will travel down to 
the rich country in the Burdekin Delta. The 
Government should take steps to eradicate 
it now whilD it is possible to deal with it. 
vVe ha V3 hc·,,n in correspondence with the 
Govermuent ",bout it, but they hardly seem 
to rcali·e their rospon,ibilit:·. I hope th 'Y 
will do so. 

Mr. L:CNKON: What about your local 
authorities' responsibility ? 

J\ir. VVILLI_i~\18: Yfc:, but tho lcn·:al 
authoritiCJs there are too short of money. I 
do not know how they arc going to got 
revenue foz priddy pear. In some parts of 
tho northern 11ining fields. h~n. mem1Jcrs will 
know tlr:I c'.lr l'f: ~,~enue is very f1.11all, b-.­
cau::o \\B ra.n o~1ly rr.,to on the uninlproy,~d 
land valuE"'":; consequently the rates are 
very limited, anc! it will 1e imnossible for 
thr'<~ loL::--'"1 authorities to do a:n:cthing at 
all. TP' disc,ssion on thi,; matter makes 
one think J:,~w much better it would be if 
we could s~ 'P thf'",e pests before they get SD 
big. (Hear, hear!) ·It seems to me. a mar­
vellous thing, ami it does not spe~k well for 
the intelli.c;cnce of the Govermnc nt•: of 
Queensland; or the people of Queem"and, 
that we ha "'' not discovered that pest be­
fore. The1·e seems to me noihing to marvel 
about in the existence of the pest. I bclie\·e 
it bas e-.:istPd in India and Cevlon and 
other place·., for years. Tho trouble I think 
is that our s,t·stem is not right. Tho 
Minister for Public Lands and his Under 
Secretary have quite Dnough to do to look 
after the other work in the Lands Depart­
ment. I think we do not employ enough 
experto. I think the Department of Agri· 
<Jullnro is the most important in the whole 
of the State, and I would like to see an 
officer appointed, Iilm the Commissionm· for 
Raih-. "'· _,, io take a largo part of tho work 
out of the hands of the department-to look 
afb~r surh things as the starting of thBsB 
pests. I think it would have been an im­
mense in1}lrov1"'tnent if years Etgo \VG had 
had .'uch men; they could have seen what 
wa' going to happen when things like the 
prickly po:.r a.nd the water h1. acinlh camo 
in. .., 

Mr. HUNTER: You are allowing phyl­
lm:cra to come into the Stat" now, and arc 
not attempting to deal with it. 

Mr. WILLIAMS: I think the hon. mem­
ber will agree with me that there should be 
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'Orne men in these departments who are 
capable of finding out and dealing with 
these matters. I am quite certain that the 
staffs wo ha YO at present are very good; 
thev consist of oanable men, but they them­
selves will admit that they are not there for 
that purpose, and could not do the work. 
No doubt if they did they would want very 
much larger salaries. 1 think that that 
applies to more than one department. 
Where P·Jssible in a great country like this, 
with grov ing pm 'ibilitios, we should apply 
to the exnert a littl<J more than WD havD 
clone; we· are art to bring the expert in 
after the trouble h'cDDens. I have said that 
the agricultural industry is tho most im­
portant in the State. In the old days, no 
doubt. pastoralists proved excellent pioneers, 
and did good work, and I am glad to ,ee 
they have born having a good deal latDiy, 
but eventually ''hat will co:ne about will bo 
that the agri<ulturi't "·ill move· them bar·k 
and take pO.''-"o"ion of the State for tile pur· 
pose of agriculture, vnd tho so,:.1er thrd; 
come< th9 bettor it will L:- for this State. 
\Ye all know what inton~e caltivation can 
do in s;.c_lall cou.ntric'~ IikB Bc]giurn, B'ra 1c0, 

and other countries, and ,-·ith ou:r niavni;i­
c -·nt areas of land ·we should be rich in that 
particular ii.:.dthh·y. I hope to F•"J it suc­
ceed. The Snf'r\~h aJ•.o tiP· Is \Yi~h ·educa­
tion. Ever'. ;,0d will Y. iFh :til the c2tildren 
to be Prluca't:e(;__:I do not t 11i!Jlc thPre is ~.nv­
body v:ho \: C,'tld de-part lro1n that principle 
---but tht y, is aLo anothPr L0(1y uf prople 
t0 b~ con:::i,:ered, and that id the echooJ 
tc;,,,)~eL). I·1 dec·!di::;_g u~Jon [p;·.- cxpall ·ion 
of educn,ti...: -~, \rc ought to be can ful to see 
thr..t t1le tr."·_chcrs are lZ·etting a fair thing. 
'There is alwaJ 3 a 1i1nit, I kn0,,., to expen­
diture, but I do think th:ct the tc "dlcrs­
partic:t!arly in the country ph:c' ·~should 
get a better deal than they arc getting now. 
Ono rcu·Jon is that th-:.y deeern-, it, and 
Rnoth<Jr reason is that it would b" a good 
thing for the countr::. \Y e want a good 
cla~s of teacher; vrc want to c:ICouraf!B a 
& ood if,achcr to stay in the service. I think 
tl:at whatever amount is required to be 
;·pnt, the matter of the teachers ought to 
be considered. A matter of gn,at im'JOrt­
aLUl also mentioned in the Speech is the 
maturing of the loans. I thinli: from what 
has fallen from hon. members on both sides 
that we 'ball han' very little trouble about 
that. One ho:'l. member Fpoke of tho folly 
of e:wh State going to thE' monc,s· market by 
itself, but I cannot see that. I think that a 
certain amount of hcalthv comnetition will 
be a good thing. If the· State-can show it 
has done good work, and it has good assets, 
it should cet the loan. If the Slates are all 
minglDd up to@'ether under !he head of 
somebody in Thieibourn<?, what is to prevent 
an rxtravBr"ant State like New South \Vales 
?Dtting tho loan without the sncurity that 
"'8 have? Th<cre might be nothing to pre­
vent that. \Ve are g-oing on very well as 
we arc, and I think the best way, of getting 
a lo~n is to aprly by otue,'lvec I u!lder­
sb· nd that it is proposed to bring in an 
<•:ner-dment of the Liquor Act. I quite 
agree that the Act should b" amended, wht·n 
it hac; bcnn found in working practicn that 
its operation j·,, very harsh, and I think that 
even tho mmt ardent teetotaler will admit 
that it is u'lncc~''s:trilv dra9tic. The ·Pre­
mier hi:nsdf has bc:•n travelling round 
latelY, and I understand has found out 
that. hardships do exist. There is another 
thing that I would like to refer to-that is, 
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th'e suggestion that a farmers' party was 
formed. Really, I think the suggestion is 
rather laughable. You cannot have in this 
Liberal party one party inside the other. 

An OPPOSITION 11EThTBER interjected. 

lVIr. WII,LIAMS: I am laughing at han. 
members oppositG because they ha>e found 
a n~arc's nest. 

l\h. MuRPHY: Why do they elect a chair­
Ulan? 

:\1r. WILLIAMS: E,-crybody on this side 
lmowo that the farmers' party was simply 
a gronp. The Labour party y,·ere Ycry mt•ch 
annoyed th 1t that party did not matcriali•e. 
To couni C'ract that they are no'\v co1ning 
fonvarcl, ::-aying " \Ve are the farmers' 
frie-nds." T arn told that just ,-.ow, at tk> 
picture &hovvs, there is a df'art~l of cmnic 
tun-s. I suggest that the biggest draw that 
thP.·- could gc-ct would be a comic turn in 
whidr th.• Labour party is represented res 
the~ fnnn.n1·s' friend. 

:\h. H,um.TON : And you as the clown oi 
the circus. (Opposition laughtn·.) 

Mr. WIJ,LIAJ\lS: There is no doubt th"t 
1 he .• •titurl • of tho Labour party hu J rc. lly 
br-cn to >'J\V discord b "'tv.'oen the [::.,rll1( "'S 1 

rcpn <:mtativer, -who aro on thi." kit~e of the 
Howe. I h1Ye heard a go~d deal about the' 
YPrdi -.t c:,f tho electors as shov. n on the 31st 
l\.Iay, a11d prophrric' of Yhat will happen 
,.dF·.l th : e:d E'-ncral ~lcrtion co~nt ~ alan_;::. 
l -:,,·culd a(Ivise han. 111C'n1bers that it is nOi 
.~1\nty; Faf0 to prop]><-,y. (Hear, hPv,r!) I 
n c Jll-. et. that at the last Stah cl-,ctio:r the 
Ho<J. Charles McDO.'l<tld, \\ho is a Yery 
thrifty p .,·son, loJt so "ewhc re about £50 
O\'H tho :-c•ults. He prophesied that han. 
lnf' /_ \ _.rs on the other side would co in in 
largo flocks. and would fill the Tre:c -ury 
bc•nchr ,,_ c\lld practically the portfo,:ioc were 
all r l!::ttc;d. It is always dangerous to !H<)­
phe· ·,'. ~\fter nrc• ioug Federal clcctio'ls 
~>;Yhul Labour ni.on \Ver-e put in, \Vhen fh!~ 
Sb kc clc.etions took place shortlY after­
·ward-, LibPr~.d,s were r'·turn~<d a.t the head 
of the polL Then what is the good of 
prophesying-? 

::Ylr. FoLEY: Didn't you prophes:; that 
Edwards '' ould win the last election? 

Mr. WILLIAMS: No. (Laughter.) I 
under,tand that Iron. members opposite have 
a plank in their platform called the "nation­
ali.,ation of all means of production distri-
bution, and exchange." · ' 

Mr. THEODORE: We have no such plank. 

Mr. WILLIAMS: You have no such 
plank? 

Mr. THEODORE: No. 

).h. MACARTNEY: It is the objective of the 
party. 

J'.'Ir. WILLIAMS : Well, is not that the 
same thing? (Opposition laughter.) Han. 
members aro fencing. We all know that the 
object of the Labour party is to nationalise 
an the industries. well, if they arc going 
to nationalise the farmers, how can they be 
th2 farmers' friends, because we know their 
method of nationalisation is nationalisation 
without compensation? The way they "ill 
nationalise will be by making the con­
ditions of employment so bad for the em­
ployer that he will be crushed, and will have 
t<;> go out without, a shilling of compensa­
tion. The farmers party can justly fear 

the 1·ural log. There is no doubt .t has 
not materialised yet, but it will as sc.rJn 
as certain people haYc the power, and the 
farmers' party, apart from anything el""• 
are auite justified in shunning the I.aiKnn· 
party' absolutely for the Yery fear of being 
crushed out of exisb·nce. Reference has been 
made to the Agricultural Bank. Wei!, I 
think tho Agricultural Bank is an e:<e·el­
lent. institution, and- you cannot do 1vithont1 
it. 

Mr. KIRWAN: What do you think c·f its 
1nanage1nent? 

Mr. WILLIAMS: I am g-lad th,e hon. 
member has referred to that, cixccaC\Se I was 
going to my that the management was defec­
tive becaus~ it is a socialistic enterprise run 
bv the •GovernmPnt. It is lik·3 the Post Office­we have [.'Ot to haYe it, but it is very bad. 
I would like to deal with one matter that 
I am much concerned in, and that is the 
question of roatls. In our haste and rush 
to get railw.1;'\, the people of Queensland 
are forg~tLing all about roads. So far as I 
can se0, we really do not know what a 
good road is. I thi•rk that, if we had good 
trunk roads right throughout the State, the 
demand for railways would dcerco,s, to a 
ycry !"rent extent. \Vc in the North arc 
th,, Cintlerella of the State-nobody ever 
goes then, or do~s anything for us-but I 
hope that we will nt least ~"t a good trunk 
road .fron1 Uhartors To\vers to Georgetown. 
It would not cost a great deal, o.nd it 
would op0n up a fine piece of country, ~nd 
I 1--dim·e it would k~ad to the adopti0n of 
stc am traction on the road. 

Mr. FoLEY: If the Government do that, it 
will be socialism. 

Mr. WILLIAMS : That is not soci.tli ; 
that is road-making. (Opposition laughter.) 
The han. member does not know what 
socialism means. I will tell him '':hat I 
think about it on some occasion when I 
have 1nore tinu~. There is alwa~~s a great 
fuss about railways. I cc,rtainly "would like 
to see some SJ >tem adopted in connf'ction 
with the construction of railwaYs. vVe have 
a large as,ot in our Crown lands, and I 
cannot cen what is tho good of allowing 
them to lie idle when we could make them 
productive. \Ve have always been quarrel­
ling o•.'er the que:>tion of land tenures. Some 
people say the freehold tenure is the better, 
and othe;s prefBr perpetual leases. 'tVhich­
eYer is the better of the two systems, I 
think that if you ask a man to open up new 
country, you must give him some reward for 
his enterprise, and a Yery good plan would 
be to •:ell the land to settlers for 100 years. 
In the old English days, when Hercward 
the \VNke cut off a man's head, he got a 
large block of land for ever. That was 
wrong. If a man was allowed to buy land 
for lOO years, he would be satisfied. It 
would be an inheritance for bis <hildren, his 
grandchildren, and his great-grandchildr-en. 

:Mr. O'SuLLIVA'S': Is not that the same as 
a perpetual lease? 

Mr. WILLIAMS: No. With a perpetual 
lease the trouble ir; that as soon as the un­
fortunatf\ settler gets a 1 ittle alwad, in ten 
years his rent is reappraised and incrNto.cd. 
If New South Wales had adonted the 
svstem I suggc'st, and had sold her Ja>Jds 
f;r 100 years, look at the magnificent heri­
tage they would have falling in nnw ! I 

frf.r. Williams.] 
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would like to see tho same system adopted 
with regard to railways. The value of land 
is what it will produce, and there is no use 
in allowing land to lie idle in the North 
for forty or fifty years. I would lik·.• to see 
that land given to people \Yho would build 
railways. I would give it to them for 
nothing for fifty years. It would save a 
great deal of the trouble of having to go to 
the loan market, and it would certain! v 
make the land productive. • 

J.fr. MURPHY: \Vould you take the rail­
way and the land back at the end of the 
fifty y('ars? 

:Mr. WILLIAMS: Possibl. ; but it ·sottld 
depend on tho terme. · 

Mr. GILLIES: Confiscation. 

11r. WILLIAMS: Not at all. I have no 
doubt capitalists would be found who would 
be prepared to build railways if they were 
given the land for Ia»:," enough. My time 
is short, and there are other matters t-o 
which I would like to refer. 

An 0PPOSITIO~ ME:>.IBER: \Yc will giye you 
an oxten,,ion. 

Mr. 'WILLIAMS: I do not want an ex­
tension of time, as there are other hon. 
members wantir.g to sp<euk. There is just one 
question, however, that I will refer to, and 
that is, the question of trmts. I think you 
would have to get a very ~tronh 1nagEif:ying 
glass to find any trusts in Au 'tralia. 

Mr. KIRWAN: Mr. Glynn says there ure 
trusts. 

:Ylr. WILLIAMS: Well, the Labuur people 
have tried very hard to find any trns~s. ;, nd 
they have not been ablD to find any. Th<y 
bc!icYed that they had found a t~ust in 
the Colonial Sugar Refining Company, but 
they found that it was selling sugar che',,per 
than anybody else. The Commonwealth hu,s 
amplD power to df'al with any perniciou:o 
trust. I think it was the hon. nwmber for 
Keppel who spoke of the coal Yond c<~,e. 
Now, the coal vend case did not fail be­
cans•' the Goycrnment of the CommonwDalth 
had not power to deal with trusts; it fail<>d 
because it was found that the coal Yel)d 
was a good trust. Mr. Hughes and a num­
ber of others along with him said that it 
was a good arrangcn1Bnt, ber:oause it gaye 
the owners of the coal a chance of selling 
their coal at a fair price, and it ga "' the 
wage-earnen a better wage. Thc1·e is one 
person who i•, referred to very comemptu­
ously by members on the other side-that is 
Mr. Badger. I may say that I ha,·e heard 
him called " a Y ankeo vicious boss." I do 
not know Mr. Badger. I kno" of hundreds of 
Australian boys who have gone to America, 
and they have been very well treated tlwre_ 
They are not called " bloon1ing foreigners,'"" 
or "blooming Australians." They are treated 
deoentlv. \Vhy should we insult a citizen 
of a gr"eat and friendly Power? In America.. 
there arc millions of people of our own 
blood. If hon. members opposite do not 
like "Yankees," why do they bow down 
to their great friend "Brother O'}lalley"? 
Is he not a " Yankee boss " ? 

Mr. LENNON: He is a Canadian. 

Mr. WILLIAMS: I obje,.t to insults of' 
this kind. The hon. member for Bo" CIA. 
spoke verv well on the matter of water con­
ser·vat,ion: .It is certainly a very big thin~ 
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and should be taken in har1.d bv the Govern­
ment without delay. \Ve should not be, 

dependent entirely on the know­
[4.30 p.m.] ledge which we have in the publiC" 

departments, but should seLure 
the sen·iccs of an expert and pay him well 
for his advice. Something has been said 
about, the Savings Bank. The leader of the 
Opposition was very pathetic in picturing 
the beautiful and lovely re\\ arc! we should 
have had if we had allowed the Common­
wealth to take charge of our Savings Bank 
lJUsiness. The hon. member said-

" Thoro is an offer given to the Stat" 
of first call for State requirements of 
75 per cent. of nnv busin<>ss, and the 
staffs now employed to be kept on." 

The great point is what arc State require­
llJc·ntf ? "'ho is to be the judge of \Yhat 
trr, State requires 1 The Common.Ye,dth 
would c_onlo in .and say, "\Ye arc the 
judges; you do not require 75 per cent. ; 
you only reqc~i~e 25 per cent., and we ~,,ill 
eoiJar ih~ r('3t." lion. n1C'lnbor" kno\Y tllat 
during a tim~ of str;,;s-I refer to thp Bris­
h:>rw ctrikr'-When anyone reading the Con­
'~itut:o:l c~ct would have sup:>osed thac all 
that \Ya;; reyuired \vas for the Governor of 
iho Si.at0 t,o declare that thrre was donlf'~tic 
viol nr ,' in the city, and we should gd the 
ac,,istance of the militarv. But when Mr. 
Fish,, r came to read the Constitution Act, 
he said, '' l'\o; that is a matter which we 
ha, to d<ccide." 

::Vlr FOL!Y: The Governor-General t;;iJ so. 
~1r. \\'ILLIAMS : That is thP same thing. 

So I say that when the question of tlw in­
terpretation of the Savings Bank arose, the 
tcqctiremcnts of the State would not b!' what 
the State Government said thev were, but 
what the Commonwealth Government said 
the> Stat' required. I should like, in con­
dusion, to say that the most important thing­
we have to consider is the stak of indus­
trial unre-;t. Instead of having th0 wild un­
""'t and tho trouble thcv hav(, had in New 
South \Vales, member.' on both sides of th~ 
Hol)o'' should endca,vour by some system to 
l ,,ing- good emplo.'"rs and good employees 
tog.ethc)r. 

Mr. LENXOX: Is this the only country· in 
\\·hich you find that state of unrest? 

Mr. WILLIAMS: No, it is not tlw only 
countrv. but that i- no rca'on whv we sho·lld 
cit hack and do nothing. -

;\'Ir. FIHELLY: \Vhat happened to ;; ,, n· 
nlu7 ion la.st year? 

~fr. \VILLIAMS: My motion of last '"'"" 
was blown out, and I shall probably · not 
bring it in this St''8ion. I notice that tho 
hon. member has got in ahead of me. There 
has be<>n a good dBal of discussion in the 
Pro~s about this matter, and I hope it will 
han th!' attention of Ministers. Some rwople 
seem to think that my propocq,] is not prac-, 
ti<>ab],,, hut I am inclined to think that it 
is. One way of giving effect to it would he 
through the income tax. There is no Teason 
why mmD remis:;ion of income tax should 
not be giyen to those emplovers who make 
their workers partners with' them. How­
ever. I have now come to the end of mv 
time. and I conclude by congratulating tho 
Ministry on the Speech delivered by the 
Governor at the onening of the session. I 
hope that we shall all do ouT best to get 
through the work laid before us as soon as 
possible. (HBar, hear !) 
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Mr. WINSTANLEY (Queenton): I wish 
to offer a few brief remarks before the 
Address in Reply goes through. I have 
J istened with a good deal of attention to the 
debate which has taken place, and have 
followed the hon. member who last spoke 
very closely. The hon. member said he was 
satisfied with the Governor's Speech, and 
yet before he sat do>~ n he proved, not only 
to himself, but to every member in the 
Hou>e, that he was anything but satisfied 
with it. ·whatever elee the hon. member's 
speech may be r~Jmarkable for, it is cer­
tainly the most illogical speech that has been 
delivered during the course of the debate. 
'rhe hon. membm· made some suggestions, 
but I am very much afraid that they are 
much like other suggestions -he has made 
cL-ewhere-that thev will be found not to 
be practicable, and· that they will not meet 
with a very hearty reception. The bulk of 
his speech was delivered last session and 
printed in "Hansard." The most remark­
able thing in his speech is that he finds 
fault with th~J Government in reference to 
railway carriages in use and railway rates 
and yet he voted with the Government 
against a proposal to revise the rail way 
rates, though the burning question in Char­
ters Towers is this very question. The 
people of Charters Towers considered that 
they had been penalised in connection with 
railway rates, and have given the hon. mem­
ber instructions to do something to get them 
revi,ed. From the beginning to the end of 
his speech the hon. member talked first 
on one side of a subj0ct and then on the 
other side, and proved quite clearly that he 
did not know what he ·was talking about. 
·when he spoke about socialism and national­
i~ation of industries he proved he knew 
nothing about the Labour party's plat­
form; in fact, he reallv did not know 
what he was talkino: about. ·with reference 
to the Op<-·ning SpPPch, with the exception 
of the Bill dealing with the sugar queotion, 
there is no mea"'lre mentioned th.,t might 
not have bee ~1 left to L0lllG futnre tilne, for 
all the diffp·em:- thev will make in the W-?11-
being oi the peon]~. Some of them mav 
be pL,~ed on tb~ ,;btute-hook this session, 
but it "~,,-ill l1Li.ke vcrv ~ittL-~ diff'eren".e -T1lether 
they £ plac-ed on~ t:~'~ s+ tutc-book this ses­
sion or next scc,sion. ThP hon. memb<er for Fitr­
roy w: c n0 h'Her st'ti-Jfi· d y,-ith the Sp2ech 
th~;" wme of his co!Ieag-:>•-- He practinlly 
saw that the to:w of the debate was a refle:x: 
of the tone of the Sp1 ch: h!' blamed the 
Spee_:, ror tho character of the debate, but, 
apar+ from ,.-c.ntiluting his own personal 
grie•·ance, he did very little to elevate the 
tone of the debate or to contribute any­
thing new to it. \Ve ha•:e hear-d a great deal 
more during the de1ak about primary pro­
clucers-thc, men on the land-than we have 
he:nd for a long time pa•t. But it seems 
th -._t the third partv has been born out of 
due time. While therB is a veJ:y vigorous 
third party outside, th10 third party in•- ide 
this Hou:;e is not fullv developed. Certain!v 
it is lag;.;ing behind its literary organ and 
behind some of its organisations in the coun­
try. It has not even be.en developed up to 
the point of defining what is meant h, 
the "prim:uy producer," or stating clearly 
wh1.t its aim is. Certainly the primary 
producers we have heard of up to the pre­
sent time in this House are nothing mor!l or 
less than gentleman farmers. I think the 
primary producers are a more comprehen-
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sive class than that. If I do not represent 
the primary producers, I would like ta 
know who do~Js? (Hear, hear !) There is 
no talk about the miners at all when a num­
ber of primary producers talk about primary 
production. It seems to me that these in­
vidious distinctions are quite uncalled for 
as regards the town against the CO'-\ntry 7 

and the farmers against the manufacturers. 
I am glad that I belong to a party that 
stands fu-- the workers generally, whether 
they are primary producers or secondary 
producers, whether they work in the country 
or in the city, or whether they work by 
hand or with their brains. (H!Car, hear!) 
In spite of all the criticism levelled against 
the Labour party and its platform and prin­
ciples, there has been nothing said that is 
likely to damage it, and there has been 
nothing vNy destructive. I think that the 
moro the Labour platform is discussed, the 
better it is understood and the more it is 
appreciated, but it certainly has to be read 
and much better understood than it is by 
hon. members on the other side before they 
can criticise it in any shape or form. One 
--tatement which has heen repeatedly made 
by the reprnentatives of the primary pro­
ducers is that all that thev want is to be left 
alone. In print and in their speeches it is 
stated repeatedly that they want to be left 
alone to work out 'heir awn destiny, to 
work out their own salvation. They say that 
they do not want any int-erferenc!l; that they 
do not WJnt this Chamber or anyone else to 
be continually tinkering with their affairs. 
That is all very well sv far "., it goes. But 
lhe hon. member for Boven dors not want the 
canegrowers of Proserpine' to be left alone 
with the burdPn of liabilities that rests on 
their shoulder-. wY· the nrickly-pear selectors 
v:ith their P!"<'hmt lec<fs. The han. mem\Jer 
for \Vide· Bay dof's not want the squutGers 
to be ]eft alone so far -as the blowfly and a. 
number of other n<'sts that aff<>ct the c.1untry 
are c-onn-... rned. \~,-henevel~ the ~-·J is anything 
Y· orth having, thc"c ' ant to Le left alanc, 
hut as .coon as the; are in difficulties, and 
h:lYP to co~tte:td y;ith anything, then they 
w~.x1t t'1 shouh1er 'he r2f\ 101·-;ibilitr on to 
the Govermn0nt. On the one hand 'thev are 
rahid ind~YidnaJi· 1- c:n1d do not wan£ any 
irlt0rferc nee bu• mt·c·el·· want to be left alone, 
while. on t 1-c oth :-r hand, they ar0 the great­
est socialio;'· in lh_e Si --.to. (H0ar, ht:ar! and 
laughter.) 

::\lr. KESSLLL: That i, not true with rc;:;ard 
to the 'nan on the land, r•s h-• is .alwav- pre­
p:nerl to pay his taxE ;, 

Mr. WINST AJ:\LEY : When the hon. 
mber for Wi:Je B:ty talks about the blow­

fly pest awl cJws and such matte::s, he 
knows whet he is talking about, but when 
he touche'' on nolitical f·conomy, he shows 
how little he knows about it. The other day 
he --1irl that labour 8.ot by far the Iargesi>­
dividenrl out of the l.·cdt1t production. On 
the very first pag-e of "I{nibbs," referring to 
the last infornntior. ebtain.cble-namely, that 
of 1911-it is st 1ted that the wealth of Aus­
tralia amountd to £120,000,000, while the 
wag-es paid to the workers a"'<ounted to 
£23.000,000. Whatever qu:rlifications may be 
m: .. de on that sum, and whatever deductions 
may be made, I a:n quite "atisfied that labaur 
does not got anything like a fair deal. 
That i·' one of the causf", of the uilr+·'t 
and dissatisfaction that exists in the world 
to-day-because labour' does not g-et a fair 
share of the wealth it produces. Coming to· 

flfr. Wt'1tStanley.j 
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the Speech, it sayB here, in reference to the 
visit of the Governor and the prosperit­
of the country-

,, During the recess I ad·ded consider­
ably to my knowledge of Queensland and 
its p8ople, by travelling extemively in 
rhe Central, Western, and XortherJ: 
portions of the State. Throughout the 
entire journey I observed with pleasure 
tho surpaseing richness of the gra,Fos, 
and the splendid condition of the sheep 
and cattle. There is ample scope for 
further pa<toral development, for no 
part of the spacious and magnificGnt 
grazing country I pas,ed throu,sh is 
stocked to anything approaching its full 
capacity." 

I do net suppose that anyone will question 
that statement. Everyone believes that there 
is room for expansion and closer settlement 
in various parts of the Stat.e. In the ]ilas­
toral districts there is a cry for grazing 
selections from the small men. In some in­
stances this is a boni1 fidP cry, but there is 
also a cr.; for land from men VI ho are not 
bona fide selectors at all. To get a holding 
in the "estern districts of the State is con­
sidered by many equal to drawing a horse 
in Tcctcersall's sweep. Men who are not 
adapted to that kind of life are going in 
for grazing homesteads. They have to get 
financed, and .after they have liYed on the 
homestead for five years, they are enabled 
to transfer it to someon<> else, so that in­
stead of these men becoming settlers, they 
allow the land to rc\·ert back, in a great 
1nany inst-ances, to tho squatters th-<?"11selves. 
The· is not a good thing for the State. I 
am not prepared at this sbge to suggest a 
remedy for that kind of thing, but it shows 
that in spite of all that ,,·as done in the 
Land Bill, when so manv methods were de. 
vised and so many mean·s adopkd by intro­
duci~1p; p-'-·ovlsions for prt \ cL.ting this r.ort 
of thing, it goes on just the bame, and will 
continue to go on. The Speech continues-

" On every side I found prosperity, 
conkntnwnt, and loyaltc- to the Throne 
nor '<auld it be po~~ible~ for 1ne to speal~ 
too gratefully of the courcc•y and kind­
ness I received from all cla·•.<·ns during 
n1y tour." 

In some places that prosperity and content­
ment has disappeared since the Yisit of the 
Goven ,,-, I believe that when he passed 
thrm~;~,-l1 the Cloncurry district a large nu1n ... 
ber of men were settled there, but since 
his departure there has been a change, 
and tlH'>·' men have been scattered to the 
fonr "incls of heaven. Thee· are practi­
cally locked out. I point this out for the 
expre~s pu?pO':\B of proving what was said 
when the Industrial Peace Bill was intro­
duced into this House. We were told that 
the Bill would affect the employers just in 
the o:nne ":ty e~s it would affect the em­
l"loyees. and that while the employeeh would 
not be permitted to go on ecrike without 
complying with the provisions of the Act, the 
emplo:, d'• would not be permitted to lock: 
out tlwil' Pmp!oyees. Yet we find in the case 
of the Cloncurry district that nothing more. 
or less than a subterfuge was adopted and 
the employers there have bten the meO:ns ot 
locking out more than 1,000 men. ThesE> 
men were practically forced to go off some­
where f'lse. It goes to show that from tha 
employer's standpoint this kind of legisla­
tion has no effect at all on him. When. 
these men went into the western districts, 
they expected that as long as the mines were 
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paying propositions they :would be all right, 
but they have been locked out for some· 
weeks past, and no doubt the employers ex­
pect to starve them into submiseion. So, while 
contentment and prosperity prevails one day, 
the reverse may be the case next day. It is 
not merely the m~n who have to suffer, 
but their wives and children who a:·e de­
pendent on them have aha to suffer. In re­
ferring to the report of the Meat Commis­
ewn the Governor says-

" The commission is to be complimen­
t-ed on the thoroughness with which its 
work was performed, and on the value 
of its report, which is now in the hands 
of hon. members, who will have ample 
opportunity to discuss its findings. Its 
recommendations in regard to retail 
selling have already been satisfactorily 
carried out, and the slaughter-house in­
spection, the need for which is shown in 
the report, is now conducted so rigor­
ously that the shortcomings and irregu­
lari!ies brought to light have practically 
vamshed." 

I am not at all sure that it has altogether 
vanished, particularly as regards getting the 
meat from the slaughter-yards to the shops 
is concerned. Quite recently I was travel­
ling in a train, .u.nd when we got to a way­
&ide station I saw quantities of meat, consist­
ing of liver, heart, cheeps' heads, etc., beins 
thrown out just near the shed on to a piece 
of dirty old canvas. It was not merely put 
down, it was thrown out so that they could 
get it out of their hands all the quicker, and 
it was removed from the platform into the 
g·unrd's van. There is nothing to protect it 
from the flies or the dust .as there should 
be a. cording to the regnlations under the 
Slaughtering Act, and in that connection 
it does "eem to we that there is room for 
a very great deal of improveme-nt in some 
of thf'se slaughter-houses. 

Mr. KIRW.\N: That is the carriage of 
meat on the railways. I saw that myself 
when in the North. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: Yes, and the car­
riage is for very long distances in some 
cases, and C·"·rtainly there ought to be much 
better protection than there is at the pre­
sent time. Just a word or two in reference 
to the statun'>J>t in tho Speech on electoral 
matters. His Excellency, in this nmneDtion, 
says-

" If personation, plural yoting, and 
other illegalitie" were not rife at the 
reGent Federal polling, it was not, in the 
opinion of n1y adviser•,) because exist­
ing nrrangements do not encourage and 
facilitate such practices. Therefore, it 
is their intention to request--" 

" To request," mind you-
" the Commonwealth Government to 
appoint a con11nission "--

And then they go on to name the commis­
sion. That is nothing more or less than a 
contemptible insinuation that the Common­
wealth Goyernment made those provisions, 
and that they provided these encourage­
mer,ts for people who want to personate 
other people during election time, while 
everybody who knows anything about tbe 
electoral rolls must know that there is a 
very large number of duplication', and it 
is inevitable that it should be so, for the 
simple reason that the Commonwealth rolls 
were made up to the end of November, end 
all the removals that took place after th8.t 
time, and all the additions, had to be made 
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on a supplementary roll, a11d the conse­
quence was that if anybody removed from 
one town to another, or from one sub­
division to another, in the great majority 
of instances they were on the supplementary 
roll as well as being on the principal roli. 
For that reason, everybody knows that 
duplications are fairly numerous; but to 
assume that because they are numerous, 
numerous impersonations have taken place, is 
assuming something that certainly, up to 
the present, has not been proved, and if there 
is no better evidence than that which came 
from \Ye~tern Australia, as quDtcd by the 
han. member for Ro.,ewooJ, then it might 
be cli,.n:ssod altogdher. It is just as well 
to rc·mcmber that the LabDur party are not 
recponsible for the Electoral Act. They 
did not pass it, rmd pre,-ious elections haYe 
taken place practically under the same 
eonditions. 

Mr. KESSELL: Didn't they amend it? 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: Yes, they amended 
it by abolishing the postal vote, and that 
•certainly did not increase the opportunities 
for irregularities. Just the reverse. So 
the ··btcments that have been made in this 
connection have not a YC ·tige of truth be­
hind them. The Federal Labour party, as 
well as the Labour party here, are iust as 
anxious as hon. mernbers opposite are to 
ha,-e a clean roll and also to have clean 
electio;Js-(hear, hear !)-and it i,; nothing 
less than a piece of impe,·tinencP. to talk 
like that, and practi.:ally no:ninate a com­
n1ission to make inquiries, and in the san1e 
paragraph to blk about reintroducing the 
postal Yote. If ever there was anything in 
connection with voting th:1t wa•-. iniqui:ous, 
and an instrument of torture in Queensland, 
it certainly was the postal Yore, and ,•t that 
time cYerYbodv was so conYinccd of it that 
there wa;· very little opposition to its being 
abolished. 

:Hr. O'ScLLIVAI>;: It. WE'' discredited. 
Mr. i\T:'\STANLEY: Yr . As fa;· as the 

J:>o::.b"d y0.:c is concernE,d, in tb,- election 
which took nla.ce in Charters Tow<?rd in 
1907 ther.: \"ere 1,1\00 nostal vote. recordPd, 
and Y<'l'Y few of th·'m: it can be taken for 
granted.' >Yere for the Labour party. In the 
1908 0lPct'on there were 2.500 no·.tal yates 
recorded. and the Liberals kne>v to a ;-ot•• 
how lK'ly belonged ta them-c>rL1inly a!l 
thcv toilcde-0 belon<:ced to tlwm-uncl th~ 
mo~t iniquitous part' of the whole business 
1s th;· fact that the postal Yote is open­
no sec;-ecY about it. There is no getting 
awav froin it, and eYen ,..,·hen th0 yoters 
wanted to carry out the spirit of the Act, 
-and >vent away from the justices of the 
p0rtCP tJ r0C'ord their YotCls, they were fur­
nished >Yith a broad-pointed pen and a 
pic>ce of hlotting-papPr-, which made the re­
YPlation that was n<"eded. It was quite a 
common thing, and cannot be denied, that 
mi~c nwnagers at Charters To,yers and 
justice' of the peace W<>nt to the· wives of 
mine-rs \Yho were ·working in their own par­
ticular mines, and practical!-'· told them that 
thPir bread and butter. and the bread and 
butter of their children, df'ncnded on the 
vcav thcv recorded their Yot-ros. The result 
wa~ that" those people were practically fon~nd 
into Yoting- contrary to thE'ir o'Yn ·will, Pnd 
contrary b their wishes, and anything ihat 
will bring about that statro of affairs is not 
a d<:>sirable thing. whatever advantages it 
mav haYe. The Home Secretary, when he was speaking, ~de a Yery pathetic appeal 

on behalf of the people who live in the 
bush and a long way removed from polling­
booths; but, as a matter of absolute fact, out 
of the 20,000 postal votes that were recorded 
in the 1908 election, over two-thirds were 
recorded in the city where the voters _did 
not live a stone's throw away from a pollmg­
booth, while less than one-third were col- · 
lected from people in the bush. It is a 
w,ell-known fact, generally speaking, that 
people who live in the outside places take 
a keener interest in electoral matters and 
make mom sacrifices to record their votes 
than people who live in the cities; so, as 
far as they are concerned, there is not much 
strength in the argument that it is necr:s­
sary or essential to have the postal vote. 
I, for on€', would be very sorry indeed to see 
a change take place as far as the postal vote 
i, concerned; and let me say also that eur 
own Elections Act is bv no means perfect. 
It has been repeatedly· pointed out in this 
House that not only is it difficult for people 
to get their names on the roll, but when they 
are on the roll they are not allDwed to vote. 
At every election that takes place there are 
numbers of people who have never been 
out of the district, and who have never been 
away from the town, \\hose names are on 
the roll, acd yet when they go to record 
their vote they are told by the returning 
officer that they cannot record their vote. 
That is one of the things that does want 
attending to. At the last State election that 
took place, there were twenty-three persons 
in thfl Queenton electorate whose names were 
on the roll, and yet they were not allowed to 
Yote, although they had never left the place. 
They had no other way of exercising their 
right to vote, and yet we find they could 
not get a vote. 

Mr. R. B. C. CORSER: Were they on the 
roll? 

Mr. \VINSTANLEY: Their names '\ ,r·e 
on the roll, and they had never been 
out of the district. The rea--Jn :riven was 
not a ;.:.:ti.dactorv exnlan::ttion tc1 thc--g 
people ; and let n1e sa'y here tbat if the 
po-tal yoto ic D afeguardod tL1r tlL·rl) 
cannot biJ any such -+ ~1ing a co: rup~ ion, th(•n 
it ''ill not be much use to anyone. \Yhen you 
on....,e allo\v a ballot-pa;n7r to co fnv:\y frr1:tn 
the polling-booth you have no control over 
it, and, whatever there may be on the 
ptntute-book, if canvassers are allowed to 
take ballot-papers to priyato hou o0S, irregu-

..Jarities will take pl.ace, which is undesirable 
in the interc-:;ts of clt••J.n and pure Yoting. 
="Jow, I want to Pay a word or two in refer­
ence to railwav matters. It has been our 
boast up to rec,ently that Queensland has 
been practically free from railway accidents. 
I am quite sure that every member of the 
House, whereYer he sits, will regret that we 
can no longer make that boast. I am sure 
that ever;,· member regrets that such a 
disastrous accident should take nlaee as that 
which took place at the beginning of the 
yea1·, and I am oure everybody was pleased 
to hear the Premier and the Secretary fDr 
Railways say that the people who suffered 
-that is, the women and children-will 
bn wry well looked after, and that they will 
be dealt with on generous lines. I do think 
th'lt, in addition to the report that has been 
laid on thfl table already-that is, the Com­
missioner's report in connection with the 
second inquiry-there ought to be a report 
into the first derailment that was the 
primary cause of the accident. I know that 
in some parts of the State where 40-lb. 
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rails were taken up and heavier rails put 
down, thev have been put down on prac­
ticalJy rotten sleepers, and if that kind of 
thing is done to .any great extent we ne~d 
not be surprised If we hear of other derail­
ment', and have them much more fre­
quently in the future than has been the 
case in the past. It does seem to be false 

·economy to do things on these lines. I 
think when the heavier rails are laid down, 
and it is expectPd to draw he a vier loads at 
a greater rate over them, it would be good 
busine<s to ha vo good sleepers under the 
heavy rails. And I am inclined to think 
that results which have taken place may 
have been caused by this in some respects. 
At any rat<>, it would have been some satis­
bction to the House itself, as well a~ to the 
country, if a report had been tabled in con-

. nection with the first derailment. 
[5 p.m.] Now, I would just like to say 

in that connection that one of 
the most remarkable things that took place 
is that tho higher grades of office.rs .~eemed 
to have no system and no method about the 
busine's at all, and one thing that the 
House needs some assuri1nce about is that 
these individuals will know in future who 
takes precedence, who is to have the re­
sponsibility, and who is to give orders at a 
time like this. It is a myster:c that a 
number of officials should be there, no one 
knowing who wa•' to give orders, and who 
was to accept the responsibility. Fancy a 
ship under similar circumstances ! Certainly 
we would not expect the orders to be given 
from the stokehole, and from nowhere else 
than from the bndge. I do think that there 
is roo1n for a chango in that re<:Jp0ct.. I \Vas 
glad to hear that the dependants of the 
people who were killed tvill be generously 
dealt with. I would like to come from 
that accident to another that took place on 
tho Northern Railway short!, afterwards, 
where one of tho employees of th9 drpart­
ment, a lcngthsman, who '.>"as out on a 
dark, '"~orrny, wet night looki2,g after a 
bridge and approach, when th,=- U\)proach 
was washed away, :l.nd ln v ith it. And l 
saw it rccportcd that ho; body had bo<·n dug 
out of the ,.,. nd onJ,- about a "·cck ago. 1 
do !lOt think that hi' dependant< have had 
anv c )r._,jderr' ion at all un to tho presunt 
tiifle, and I "\YOuld likt tv -uxprr ,·s the hope 
thut tho·,, peork will be clc,,lt generously 
with b" the Roilwa; Deparlment, ao ,,-ell as 
the otners. Although ther~ was onl:- one 
indiYiLluF. l in tLis c.'.,;:, o,nd the ccident is 
not f·O cor c'picu,jUS as the oH.:.c~r, and do.cs 
not loom so large in the public ,-,ye, this 
ill:; n \VaS there at th,~ f.C ~t of d_pb~, and his 
wife and ''tildr '" hav~ bct'Ct bcl"f'Cwcd, and 
I hope th 1.t the>- will receive dirc~t 'l'encrous 
treatment "t the h'nds of tho Government. 
I would just like to express the hope, in 
pa'sing, that the gonerosity will be on a 
larger ,·cale than was displayed to a m<ln 
who came from his tent-he was not 
a railway emplo:7e•-, but was camp<>d near 
the Torrens Creek Moat \Vorks-who by 
some mysterious mean' ·was i1npelled to gPt 
his hurricane lamp to SE+' what things were 
like down at the creek. He saw the ap­
proach, and this other man had been 
washed away, and that trains coming along 
would certainly go to destruction there in a 
very short time. He used his lamp, and 
maJ1aged to stop the train. Statements are 
made-I do not know whether they are 
true ; I am sorry that the Minister is not in 
his pl<1ce, because I would like to hear the 
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facts of the case-but I am told that the 
Railway Department rewarded him with the 
m<lgnificent sum of £50. 

Mr. KIRWAN: That appeared in the Press, 
I think. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: I do not know 
where it was, but I was told that .. But c;er­
tainlv when one takes into consideratiOn 
that 'this man saved the lives of the dnver 
and stoker of the !ir>t train, as well as a 
good deal of the Commissioner's propel·ty,. 
their generosity did not run on a very 
Ia vish scale in that connectwn. 

::Vir. O'St:LLIVAX: He waB a prGtty old 
1nan, too. 

::VIr. \VINSTAXLEY: Yer, I think they 
might have dealt a little more generously 
with him, at any rate. I h>:vo ;tlready 
pointed out t~at .the people m Charters. 
Towers ar0 d1ssatisfied with the rai.way 
rate-; as theY exist. It as .'•.tated ju ,t be­
fore I left" that flour can be sent from 
\V arwick to Bri·-banc for lOs. per ton, 
whereas it costs £1 2s. 6d. to take a 
ton of copper from Charters Towers to 
Townsville, or over twice a;s much . for 
half the distanc,'. Not only n the freight 
on that cl<1ss of goods very high, but 
the freight on some other goods, such a3 
general merchandic·e, fro1n Tov~~nsville ~o 
Charters Towers is £3 3s. per ton. ~en ;n 
Charters Towers have been succcssntl m 
getting a good deal of tho trade with Clo~­
curry and that district, but they are handi­
capped by having to pay £3 3s. per ton to 
br·ing their goods to Charters Towers, and 
then if thev want to send them ta Clon­
curr~ or Se.lwyn or Friezland or Duchess, 
they have to pay the same 1reig~t as they 
would if thov came from Townsville. That 
is practically a handicap of £3 3s. per ton 
when in co1nnPtition with Townsville people. 
),nd if that- is not an anomaly that wants 
rectifying, I cia not know what ''· T.he 
Lo•1. _,tember for Ch tri·rs Towers had m­
strnctions to ttol!d to this mutter before 
he came awa-;·, Lr:t I ' as Et!l'Dri.;;:ed to find 
hirn -\~oti"1-'" a·::-,ainst t:-:_~ r::;.otioil of the hon. 
n1eml,-n~ f~r ~1antno~L t'l r:,et. a rc\~i-,ion of 
these r:de '· Cc :'tainly his , pc cch .. to-day, 
a,nLl the vote he r:'aVG on tlvtt hlOhon, arc 
as opposite as th;; paleR. T:w F1.11lB t~1ing 
applies aLo so .::.> r as, far~ 3 are lJncerned, 
,. hich in the South huo aro very much 
lot er th 'n w0 have co pay in the Korth. 
Fer in,·t-ance, so far u,s passes are concerned, 
a lEan can t:tt on3 for tho "'.vhole of t}w lines 
fo-, £100 and for the Central and Southern 
lines for' £80, to tra\ el over 3,000 miles of 
railwaY but if he wants orc1 for CharLers 
Tower;' and Wc·,t it c-·":3 him £67 for less 
than 700 miles. Of cmrse, the nplanation 
th·.ct i, !liven is that it is the mik11ge rate-,. 
But why is that? If he is going to have a 
stated "'llount for th,, Central and Southern 
system, why should he not have a qtated 
uttlount for tho X orthun svstem? The 
traYeller is penalised at every- point so far 
a' his fares and h:s frei~;hts arc concerned. 
Then take the, ohorter ciistances. The fare 
for a 6-milo run from Townsville, second 
class, is ls. 2d., whilst for a 6-mile run 
for anvwhere outside Brisbane it is 5d., 
which goes to show that, so far as fares are 
conc'~_~rncd, as vvell as freights, thPre is no 
analogy between the two places at all, and 
the North ha'· to pay, and to pay unreason­
ably hi~;h, for everything it gets. Now, I 
just wish to say a word or two in regard to 
the loans and railways that were touched 
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on-,,hich ar, practically linked together in 
th<>ir cnst and construction, for you cannot 
make railwaYs without loans. The Premier 
and the Treao,uror, when they were dealinc 
wi'h the la t loan that ";as raised, bnth 
sed110cl t) cLucklo in their slee\es at having 
. colc'd a point over the Southern States, 
and get their loan on the LoLdon market 
whilst the others were pr<-paring to go 
there. \Yhilc thct ma;· b< rc,·arcled as good 
busin~'s, it C( rtainly doe~ not run on all­
feurc; with the Gold<'n Rule, '·Do unto 
other·s as you would they should do unto 
yv_l. n \Yi1ile it n1ay be regarded as fair 
and L•gitin1ah3 frmn a politic.:d Pt1:ndpoint, 
ir drr s :In a eL'~1n.·.;e thin<J "\Vhf'n looked 
at i11 othE'r pla.r:cs, and in other rc ~·pee)-;, 
th"' a 'rrcasurer, who confc •3Gcl that he 
vi·r.~ not in v. ·-It of ElOnP:,.·, vnd that h was 
in o lnu-ry, .cr·d could haYC' f'One until the 
•·nd e' the :·( n--

Th TREA ·'T'REll : I did not sac· until th0 
end of the y.·ar. 

Mr. \YI='JSTANLEY: Should have 
snc ~ked nff to London and got in before 
th·m. 

ThE' S;, u:rARY FOR AGRICULTL:RE: Not 
"tcc-,a1ced." (Laughter.) 

211r. '.YINSTANLEY: Yee, ~neaked. The 
hon. nlf' nbcr rnay regard it as fair, but 
oth<'r pncple may be pardoned if they -do 
not ee it in that light, and in some other 
placeti it might be regarded as most con­
tmuptibl.c. (L,_mghter.) 

The TRL.\Sl:RER: Have I not to look after 
the interests of the State? 

GoYERN11E:>rT MEMBEllS : Hear, hear ! 
:\>Ir. WINSTANLEY: It is just a moot 

point whether he is protecting Queensland, 
be,:ause it is one of those things that cuts 
both wav,. The point I ant to make is 
this : That the Gov!)rnment brought before 
this House an ambitious railway policy in 
1910. In 1911 they brought a further rail­
way policy before the House, and went to 
the countrv. At the commencement of last 
s"ssion the. Premier called a halt, and made 
a statement here which practically brought 
about tr'n rarlways in the State to a termi­
nation. Some of them, according to the hon. 
member for Fitzroy, ended in a swamp, 
wlwrc they arc not likely to bring in any 
rcv,_:~.Lue, or to confer any benefit on any­
bach. The re> tit io, that while the Premier 
said they had placed this money, on his own 
e.ho<\ in,; they have only placed about throe­
-quart. rs of a million ; therD is .£1,250, 000 
which is certainly not eaming anything like 
what it <O t. 

The 'TREASURER : The hon. member is en­
tirelv -,·rang. He is barking up tho wrong 
tre<'.' 

Mr. \VIKSTAKLEY: Ko; he said he 
loaned to tl1e Southern Stat1·s .£510,000 and 
.£25•',000. 

TllE' TRE.\SI:RER: The han. member must 
rccogni~e that in connection "~• ith 1noney of 
that description it is not allowed to lie idle 
-it ·-1. auld be miciclal. 

l\Ir. WI='JST \NLEY : Yes; I do not denv 
that-I c-ay that the money is not earning 
what is b,•ing paid for it. 

The TJJEASURER: How do you know? 
Mr. 'WINSTANLEY: I have very good 

reasons for saying so, and it will be seen 
later' on that I am not far from right; but 
the point is this-that there is money that 
i' not being used to the best advantage. 

There are railways sanctioned b~ this Hous:', 
which have not been gone on wrth, and thrs 
has brought about the resignation of a mem­
ber of the Ministry, and very nearly the 
re·-ignation of the hon. member. for Dalby. 
If h,, had listened to his constituents that 
hon. member ,,,,auld have resigned as a pro- . 
te,,t against his railway being stopp!)d. The 
money is not being put to the best use. The 
railways have not been made payable; they 
have been suspended; awl men are going about 
the countrv' looking for work. For that rea­
,on-what·~ver anyone may say about it-­
it does nol commend itself to me as a good, 
'oun i policy. Before I sit dowr.' there is a 
local matter I wish to rder to Ill reference 
to halide,,- 3. Thoro are two or three Acts 
coaling ,,:ith holidays-th-, Holidays Act, tf1e 
Indu, ti·ial Peace Act, and also the Factorr~s 
and Shops Act. I believe that la~t year m 
Ipswich they wanted to change therr Labour 
holidav frcm the first JHonde.y m Thlay to 
rnother day, and they appealed to the Min· 
ist:.r as to whdher he could not ~uspend 
that section of th•• Act cl<-,lling wrth the 
holicla: s, and he very justly told th!)m that 
he he i no authority to suspend an~ Act. or 
portion of on Act, and that the only thmg 
to be don<' was for the emP.lo:yers :>ncl em­
ployees to come to an understandmg that 
no pa' ment should be mad£ at time and 
a-half,· and nothing would be done. 

The TREASURER : \Vas not that a sensible 
propo· ~l--yon are not quarrelling with that? 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: Yes, it was,. and I 
commend the hon. gentleman for rt, and 
give him due credit. Now, on Charters 
Towers, although in the Factories and Shops 
Act it distinctly states, not that another 
holiday can be substituted, !:mt that the fir~t 
Monday in Mny is the hohclay and that rt 
cannot be changed, yet, notwithstanding that 
fact a handful of people 6n Charters Towers 
kno~vn as the Traders' Association sent clown 
to the Government and got the .Government 
to proclaim that all the holidays that ~ell 
on th!l Monday-that is, with the except!on 
of Boxing Day, En,ter Monday, and Chrrst-
1-fu.'ii::i D.av~5hvuld. bB k~pt Grr Th:u.:red2.y. 
There ;,y~s a protest from the Eight Ho\ll' 
Day Committee about the first Monday m 
May being kept on a. Thursday; ~ut, not­
withstanding that, thrs proclamatron was 
issued, and the; conseque~ce was that the 
fir3t Monday in May was mcluded and was 
e-xpected to be kept on Thursd~y-;--although 
the Factories and Shops Act clrstmctly and 
clearlv dates that this holiday ha3 to bB 
kept, "and 1hat no substitute can be ma;de for 
it. A wire was sent down to the Ch1ef In­
spector, ,,, ho sbJod by the Treasurer, ar;cl 
who had the Ace to guide him, and h!l. sard 
that 1ccuse Thursday had been proclarmecl 
it should be kept. c\s far as mmers and 
other people were concerned, they got the 
holidav, but th~_· shopk0epers were off on a 
Thursday-a day when they did nc;>t wan~ a 
holidav and when there was nothmg domg 
-and "the consequence was that they had to 
go to work on the Monday .. What I want 
to know is this: How docs rt happen that 
anY Mini,ter has power by proclamation to 
ovel'l·icle the clear and explicit provisions of 
tho Act, and particularly in opposition to 
the wishes of the bulk of the people of the 
community? If the whole of the peoplB had 
wanted to change the holiday it would have 
been all right, but on every past May Day 
the holiday has been celebrated on a Mon­
day, and ·an the workers wanted it on a 

Mr. Winstanley.! 



214 . Address in Reply. [ASSEMBLY.] . Address in Reply. 

Monday; it did not suit their purpose to 
have it on a Thursday. There was only 
a handful of people whom it suited to have 
it on a Thursday, but they had the ear of 
the Government, and evidently could get 
this change made in spite of the clear and 
explicit terms of the Factories and Shops Act. 

The HOME SECRETARY: It is always done by 
request, and with the consent of the local 
authorities. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: But nobody has any 
right to request, and the Minister has no 
right whatever to consent, to a change taking 
pl<.tce when it is clearly laid down in 
the Act, and according to the l!.ct there can­
not be another day substituted. In the In­
dustrial Peace Act there is provision made, 
because it provides that any other day may 
be substituted for it, and under the Holi­
days Act it would have bJeen perfectly justi­
fied; but under the Factories and Shops 
Act, as the Minister correctly said, he had 
no power to suspend or change it. The 
shop assistants at Charters Towers got time 
and a-half, but they got Thursday for a 
holiday, a day they did not want. Before 
the Minister sanctions a thing like that by 
proclamation, he should be quite sur!) he is 
doing the right thing, but in the case I have 
mentioned I do not think he was doing the 
right thing, and I hope that next year the 
same thing will not occur again. There is 
quite a number of other things that I in­
tended to deal with, but I shitll be able to 
deal with them later on in the session when 
the various matters are brought up. 

Mr. E. B. C. CORSER (Maryborough): 
I also wish to congratulate the mover and 
seconder of the motion for the adoption of 
the Address in Reply on the able way in 
which they handled the various subjects in 
connection with the Address. I have also 
much pleasure in congratulating the Minis­
tr~· upon the loyal support-ers behind them. 
There is no doubt that they have a solid 
party, and notwithstanding the attempt of 
certain sections of the Press to make a 
clea.-age in their ranks, no such cleavage 
exists. I am vary pleased indeed to notice 
that the Government consider themselves 
justified in proceeding with the erection of 
a4ditional sugr~r-mills, and I trust that they 
Will also find that they are justified in giv­
ing the construction of these mills to Com­
monwealth workers. The reason I ask this 
is because we have a number of mechanics 
in Queensland and in Australia who are 
competent ·to undertake this work, and Si> 

are the firms who !lmploy them, and it wov!c; 
be hardly fair if no preference was given to 
local firms when you take into consider".tion 
the difference between wage·; paid in 1he 
old country and those in Australia. For 
instancP, the mech:o1nical engineering tr,dB 
in Great Britain pays from 75 to 80 per cent. 
leqs than what thcv do in this State :ond j he 
unskillcd labour is paid 100 ner cent. less 
there than what is paid in Queensland. I 
know that it has been promised in previous 
works that have been constructed for the 
Government, such as bridges, that the Go­
vernment were agreeable to give the local 
t~'nderers a P_reference up to 15 per cent. 
over the landed cost in connection with 
oversea competitors, and I think that there 
is every justification for that wh!ln you take 
into consideration that the whole of Queens­
land is finding the money at less than what 
we are paying for the British loan. The 

[Mr. Winstanle1f. 

British loan will cosil us >about 4k per 
cent., and we are lending the money to 
the central mills for 4 per cent. Then 
again, for every man, woman, and child in 
Queensland we get a retn_rn per annum per 
capita of £1 5s. from the Federal Govern­
ment; and that in itself is an asset that 
should not be lightly put aside. Then we have 
another matt-er to consider. We want people 
in Queensland as long as we can employ them, 
and we want those people for the purpose 
of defence. If we are to retain this State 
and Australia as a white man's land, we 
must fill it in some way, otherwise other 
countries-such as Japan, with her 55,000,00(} 
people, not having sufficient land for her 
population-will certainly turn their atten­
tion to our Northern Territory if we do not 
use it ourselves. I sincerely hope the Go­
vernment will see their way to have these 
sugar-mills corv,tructed in Australiu, und in 
Queensland, if possible. Breakag8s c&n be 
repaired more expeditiously and che"'ply if 
the patterns are in the State. · 

Mr. KIRWAN: They can make the sugar­
mills at Walkers' all right. 

Mr. E. B. C. CORSER: And at other 
foundries too. ·walkers have proved beyond 
a doubt that they can make sugar machinery 
as good as can be made in <tny part of the 
world, owing largely to the capable manage­
ment and to the capable mechanics employed 
there. I also notice that it is intended to in­
troduce a Fisheries Act Amendment BilL Re­
cently I spent between two and three month& 
travelling through the Southern States to 
get all the information I could in connection 
with all classes of farming. I visited vari­
ous agricultural districts, and saw. both dry 
farming and irrigation, and got into touch 
with the man on the land. I also visited 
the fisheries in ViDtoria, and I was particu­
larly struck with what is going on at Cun­
ningham in Gippsland, Victoria, where they 
are carrying on the fishing industry in a 
scientific manner. They are catching the· 
fish in large quan~ities and paddocking them, 
and R8nding them to the Melbourne market 
as required. I was told by fishermen engaged 
in the industry that they are g 'titng 15s. 
per case of 60 lb. of fresh fish. Doubtless if 
similar methods were adopted in Queens­
land, we could build up a great industry. I 
am also pleased to see that we arc to have 
a Stock and Produce Agents Bill. For 
some time the Farmers' Parliamenta1y 
Union has been urging that such ,a nwasure 
should be introduced. It is. perhaps, a 
little late, but I believe it will do a great 
deal to remove the friction which has exis· 
ted between the so-called middl8man and 
the producer. What the farmers wz,nt to be 
safe-guarded against is what is generally 
known as the " kerbstone " agent, whether 
he is .a stock and station agent or whether 
he is a produce agent. Such a man cannot 
be followed if he does not do justice to the 
man who has entrusted his produce to him, 
because he has nothing. 

Mr. KIRWAN: The !ish ring is worse than 
any kerbstone commission agent. You may 
get some proof o£ it before the debate is 
finished. 

Mr. E. B. C. CORSER: The ma .b~r will 
be thrashed out in this House. and before the· 
Bill goes through I intend to have something 
considerable to say about it. I am sorry to 
notice that no mention is made of State 
granaries in the Speech. We are now produc­
ing hundreds of thousands of bags of maize in 
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this State, and many a farmer is forced 
to take the marKet price when he harvests 
his crop because he has no place where he 
can store it until the market is more favour­
able. It woul-d be a remunerstive under­
taking for any Government to erect grana­
ries in all large agricultural -discricts for 
the purpose of storing surplus supplies of 
maize. 

Mr. MoRGAN: They are doing that on the 
Do1vns now. 

Mr. E. B. C. CORSER: That is so; but 
the Downs are not Queensland, though some 
people appear to think that the Downs are 
the whole of Queensland. 'Ve 1unt the 
privileges enjoyed by the farmers on thB 
Downs extended to other parts of the State. 
I also regret to notice that there is no refer­
ence in the Speed1 to the adopcion of mea­
sures for increasing our wheat production. 
An enormous amount of wheat, bran, flour, 
and pollard is imported into Queensland 
from the Southern States. If han. members 
will turn to page 371 of Knibbs's "Austra­
lian Year Book " for 1912, they will find 
that the value of the wheat crop of Aus­
tralia is £16,500,000. They will also find 
that the value of the Queensland crop is 
less than it was in 1907. According to 
Weedon's "A.B.C." for 1912, page 4, 
Queens1and had only 42,962 acreo under 
wheat, with a yield of 285,109 bushels, whilst 
according to Knibbs, page 362, Victoria had 
2,388,089 acres under wheat, yielding 
34,813,019 bushels. In view of the fact that 
Queensland has an area of 429,000,000 acres 
and Yictoria has an area of only 56,000,000 
acres, there is a great -disparity between the 
production of wheat in the two States. Han. 
mBmbers may say that this is on account of 
many disabilities that ·we labour under in this 
State; but I am convinced, from having 
travelled through the agricultural districts 
of the Commonwealth-namely, New South 
Wales, Victoria, Tasmania, and the north-west 
coast of South Australia right up to the 
Gulf-that 1\e could produm far more wheat 
than we can consume in Queensland. We 
import enormous quantities of wheat, flour, 
and offal. Unfortunate!:·, I am not able to 
give the quantitie' bEcause for some time 
past the Commonwealth Customs have not 
kept a record ; but I find from thB last 
report of ihG Und" r Sucretary of th" Depart­
ment of Agricultur(l that we mill four times 
as 1nu.ch wheat as we produce, and that 1ve 
alro import very larg., quantities of flour 
and offal. Tho ~MilO report goes on to 
say-

" A study of the amclysis of soils from 
cereal-growing districts made by the 
Agricultural Chemist, and appearing in 
this report, '"bows that -in many instances 
the .amount of available phosphoric acid 
pr,,sent is below the quantity required 
for the production of a full crop of 
wheat." 

I went to agricultural districts in tho other 
States for the purpose of getting informa­
tion first hand on these matters, and I found 
that the Governments in their treatment of 
the land, in giving information as to suitable 
Beed, irrigation, dry farming, and fertilising 
the land, they are all a long way ahead of 

Queensland. From what I saw 
[5.30 p.m.] and heard, I am convinced that 

we could produce a large 
quantity of wheat in Queensland if we 
adopted the methods followed in the various 
agricultural distdcts in the. different States. 
Those districts have all kinds of climate, all 

kinds of rainfall and all kinds of soil, and 
those conditions 'are in many instances simi­
lar to what we have in Queensland. 

Mr. HUNTER: There is only one kind of 
rainfall in Queensland. 

Mr. E. B. C. CORSER: They have the 
same rainfall in some parts of the Southern 
States, but they know how to cope w~th 
it, and we ought to get more expert m­
formation with regard to this matter if we 
are going to make Queensland a . wheat­
growing country. The farmers 111 the 
Southern States succeed to a large extent 
becau"e Government Bxperts provide them 
with an.alyses of soils, _and . show thm;n, 
by experimental plots 111 different dis­
ti·icts, what should be done so that th~y n:ay 
adopt the most suitable cla·" of cult1vahon 
and use proper fertilisers. If all this in­
formation were sunnlied to farmers in 
Queensland, I am sui·e we should b<; able to 
grow wheat herB successfully, notwithstand­
ing our rainfall. 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER: That informa­
tion is supplied here. 

Mr. E. B. C. CORSER: Yes, but it is 
not supplied in the way it should b~. I do 
not for a moment blame tho Agncultnral 
Department, or the administration of that 
department, iu the slightest degree. That 
department was started when we . were a 
squatting community, and I am afraid 1t lllJ:S 
not grown with the requirements of an agn­
cultural countJ;y, except as far as the sugar 
industr;· is concerned. There is no doubt 
that e~perts have been provided fo_r the 
sugar industry, and I contend that 1f the 
same amount of money as has been e;c­
pended in that direction had been spent 111 
supplying expert information to the genBral 
farmer, especially information as to how 
he should grow wheat, we should have a 
verv different state of affairs in Queensland, 
as far a" the growth of wheat is concerned, 
from that whi<;h exists to-day. 

Th1r. BowMAN: ·Haven't your State farms 
done a great dBal in that respect? 

Mr. E. B. C. CORSER: Very little. A gr:-at 
dc:cl of ''ood has bec,n done by experimental 
farms but not in the direction I suggest. 
You :Uay have five or more descriptions of 
soil in one district, and the farmer wants to 
know what he ought to put into those soils 
in order to obtain the best results. That 
information could be supplied to the farmers 
if we adopted the methods employed else­
where, particularly in Tasmaaia. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : 'V e 
supply analyc;es of eoils to anyone; we give 
full information. 

Mr. E. B. C. CORSER: Yes, but what is 
needed is that the expert should be sent to 
the land to talm his own samples of soil f_or 
analysi,,, ar.d then give the result of the 
anah:s;s to the farmer. As a rule a farmer 
kno\~·s very little abotit tho methods . of 
taking· b.1il for analysis-I am not speak111g 
of tho gentlemen farmers who were Inen­
tionecl iust now, but of the average settler, 
the man who is struggling on the land and 
wants to make a home thBre, and I say he 
does not know how to take up soils for 
th' purpose of cmalysis, nor i~ h~ very good 
at corresnondence; so that rt 1s necessary 
that the -exnert should be sent to the land 
to tell him how to treat the soil. We 
spend nearly £500,00~ per. annu.m on educa­
tion, and the educatiOn giVen m our State 
schools no one will find fault with, but un­
fortunately, in most cases it only fits the 

Mr. E. B. C. Corser.l 
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rwrsons \Vho rcc-,-)ive it for occupations in 
the city. 'l'he Agricultural Dc>partment is a 
stan eel department, and • houlcl be supplied 
with mor 1 money. If it was supplied with 
more monev, then I think that under 
tho capable~ ni.1·nagornen~ of t:lC prc'~'-·nt 
S~_:c_~_'etary for _\griculture we· · hculcl .;:ret 
goc ·1 n-ultc. 

~'lr. HuNTER: It is time we had that 
country party here, all right. 

An OPPOSITION Jl/lEliiBER : More socialism. 
Mr. E. B. C. CORSER: This is no more 

'·ocialism that the State supplying inf•.lrma­
tion for those en;Iagecl in the sugar in­
duc•ry is so-cialism. Vlhy s!Lmlcl not the 
general farmer receiYe tho .' amc oousideration 
as tlw ·~ugar farn1er '? l\ly objcat in getting 
up this afternoon j,.· 1 J try to g'-~t rnoney 
proyiclecl for the .\ ":·icultu,·ct! Depanw. nt, 
in order to enable it to employ experts to 
go into the agricultur a! districts and tell 
the farmers what crops their Fc1ils are suit­
able for, what fertili.•,,•r" to use, and all 
about the rotation of c·ops. I found that in 
a district near Mildura, in Yictoria, they 
produced spLndicl crops of wheat, and those 
fine crops are tho rPsult of the methods of 
cultivation they employ-not methods the 
farmers have taught themseh·es, but methods 
which have been supplied to them by others 
who have deyotecl themR<lhes to rceareh 
in other parts of the world, where dry 
fanning has been carric:·d on succt:,.sfwJly. 
The same remark appb-s to irrigation. If 
you go to l\iildura you will see a settle­
ment of about 7,000 people, who are happy, 
and possess smiling homesteccds, and every­
thing up to date. Why? Because they 
were as,isted on land that none of us would 
look at here in Que<·nslancl; we would not 
take up 1,000 acres of such land if it was 
offered us at lcl. per ac; e. In visiting that 
irrigation settlement, one cannot too highly 
appreciate irrigation, and this method of 
cultiYatior; could be applied most profitably 
to many places in Queensland, notably in 
the Burnett and Wide Bay districts. The 
Burnett River could be locked so·ne dis­
tance below Gayndah, where there are high. 
rocky banks, with a comparatively narrow 
channc.J, and it would provide sufficient 
water to irrigate Ideraway and a lot 6£ 
othe1· Ia nels round n!- .mr. The ce<me could 
be clone on the J.Iary River abc"'· Man·­
borou! h. In going th"ouo.:h the Hnwkes­
bur,.? Exp.f\rilnt'ntal College. I no~·ccd that 
th~;: had 3,2<") acre th<'' ~ for Ci-pcrimc"tal 
pnrpos£'~_: 1 and of that a:·,~,a 3.CUO acres v:-as 
nothirg but sar:d, but irr:g-ution is playin< a 
gnat l1art thcr0. Thr,\~ ha ~"c got an flh.,ctri­
cal pla·1t thctt turns out 1~.000,00 gallons of 
v:&ter per annu'Il at a c JJ of 3&. 8J. lJf'r 1,000 
gd:om. That i·, ,,lnt could loC' done hen,. 
Th .. \7 is vvtat v:-:~s do1w in =~Lildura, in "\'"ic~ 
toria. and they han' leo d.·nc it at Remna,rk, 
in South Australia. \V, know h .. ,_,. well thev 
han:' done in agri._ultu.:.·c in ~he Lorth-we~~ 
Cv }ot of South Auc :ralia, wl-· 're their rainiall 
i yery small. I hRYe a return hJre \vhich 
,t;ho\vs that in South An~~1.·alia thev haYe 
938,0GO squa>·e milee of country, on' whirh 
'there is a rainfall of not more th"!l 10 inchc .. , 
per annum. and th<~;- ha ... -, over 1.000,000 
square n1iles o!"l whirh th0 rainfr.II i 3 not 
more than from 10 in<], s to 20 inch· 

Mr. THEODORE: The r.::infall comes .at the 
proper time there. 

Mr. E. B. C. CORSER: ::'{ot in all casee. 
I happened to be in touch with the men 
who were engaged in cultivation down there. 
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These men take up their land and make 
their furrows, and then when the rain 
comes-they wait for it if it does not come 
at the exact date-they plant their wheat, 
and with it they plant the fertiliser of super­
phocphate at an expenditure of 2s. 6d. per 
acre, and from that thf'y get their return. 
The difference is this : that we want to give 
more inotruotion to the farmers in certain 
districts. You have to have different kinds 
0' Lrming for different soil•... You have to 
work your -'•>il l•ac~'- You mu:--t plough deepe1' 
!l.nd you must also pack .. ·our seed and 
fertiliser if ·, ou '.vish to do well in certain 
districts. \\'~ find that th< 'P things arc clone 
in X,~,. f,Juth 'Ya 1 :'l and Victoria, and eYen 
in T:r,,Llania, -.-~:tr:re they have a rainfall 
f;on<e\vhere C.i_ual to hat ""'" haY(>. 

::'lfr. H'Ll>TER: Our winter rainfall. 
.:'llr. E. B. C. CORSER: Th,,·e is no qu, .... 

tirn about it, th .t tlPrG re : 1any on the 
l::nd in i·hi• RLaL· to-day \Yas!ing their tin1e 
f( \\ant of knowh-rl6e how to get the best 
remits fro:n th" Lncl b. tlw u·" of f~rtilis­
ing Inantue;;-how and ~vlu.n to appl>~ then1, 
and thus enable them to employ labour at 
t;,-nod ·wages. 

'Hr. Hu"TT .. R: The department should give 
them the information. 

::Ylr. E. B. C. CORSER: The department 
should turn their attention to the appoint­
n>:nt of .a district council for the purpose 
of assisting in ~ducc.ting the agriculturist 
a:~\1 pro~,-iding fi1.·· :~clc u~ F,~i·Jntisb to lllake 
a study of the H'-:-Js, soil::! fertilisers, irri­
gation, and drain~tgc in connC'ction \vith 
farms. (Hear, hear!) In little Tasmania 
thev have no less than sixty-seven boards of 
ag;iculture. That is what is said by the 
head of the Agricultural Department in Tas­
mania~ 

"During the year many boards have 
been visited, either by m) self or by one 
or more of the memb<..:rs o.f the expert 
staff of the department. A number of 
lectur~s and practical -demonstrations 
have been gin'n, and have been well at­
tended. The practice of submitting mat­
ters of general intcre,,t to farmers for 
the consideration of the various boards 
of agriculture throughout the State has 
been continue.'!, and much valuable in­
format:on is disseminated thereby." 

Then again he says-
" The fanners to be succe~·s:ul now 

must keep abre>i:ot of the times, and to 
do this th~v cannot afford to miss any 
opportunity~ of gaining inforn1ation." 

The whole of w:E,t I say is b:-t%cl on that­
that the farmc tis not +·quipp .:1 with t!13 infor­
rnation nece.~~sary to 1.t1<1ke ordinary fa1~ming 
successful in Qu<'enslancl outside the sugar 
crop. (Hear, hear !) 

Mr. HuNTER: Blame the Minister. 
Mr. E. B. C. CORSER: He has not had 

time to do anything yet. He is doing very 
well. This is a further paragrctph from the 
Tasrnanian repor~-

" .A start has been made to systemati­
cally analyse the soils of om principal 
fruit·growing districts, a work which 
will nece·"<<:rily take time, but which, 
when completed, will be of the greatest 
value to all fruitgrowers, as it will show 
definitely how to treat and manure the 
various fruit soils in order to obtain the 
best rf',ults there from." 

Now, we have enormous tracts of Crown 
lands adjacent to existing railway lines 
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which are producing fairly large timber or 
heavy undergrowth, which shows that the 
land is capable of production. We have 
between Gympie and the Isis the country 
known as the \Valium Crown lands, and in 
that r<'gion between the North Coast Rail­
way ond the coast there are over 100,000 
acres of Crown Janel. The soil muo,t have 
.certain good qualitit:' to produc3 the timber 
and undergrowth. If it was utilised for 
produ ing fruits or cereal·, there would be 
l1 1J need to provide CO'tlmnnic~:tio.a to it, as 
it i> quite close to the railway n it is. 
Ther-- aru tens of thou-.ands 0f acres of 1 md 
there '' hich should be brought into UbP, but 
1Yhic-~ at the presc-·:t time is ,Jn1y a harbour for 
ver.1m am! noxious >Yeed•·. I notice that 
,,-~ -u·p ::,o:ng to have a R·•bbit Bill at Ja,t. 
This i - nwtrcr which hr., co.PP up for 
-d.i"cusr:,ic.:l lJ ~Drc, and I have heard it ~aid by 
,1 Iuenl:_w•r sitting c-::1 this sich" of the IIou~e 
thar thc reguhtion; in connection with the 
Ta~bit question ought t.J be reh,x~_·d. It ~,ra~ 
given ,ts a rc:tson for rela..,,_ing the regulations 
that :,~ the rabbits \Ver<: migrator,y, if the1·e 
WP"-' no fences then they "ould all migrate 
no:·thv. a1 J. \Yhen I v,-as tray,dling through 
the .other St::ttcs I n1ade it n1y busine~s to 
find out th• · opinions of some of the oldest 
farme,·s and settlers in those States. I asked 
them >Yhat they thought about relaxing the 
regulations against the rabbits to let the rab­
bits migrate northward, and they absolutely 
ridiculed such an idea. They point out that 
there are two class'-'' of rabbits~the migra­
tory and the non-migratory. The migratory 
rabbits generally live in small warrens or 
in the bushes or logs, and in the cold weather 
they might migrate to the north. The non­
migratory rabbit> live in larger warrens, 
and never leave them unless they are starved 
-out. It is the non-migratory rabbit which 
is rnore nu1nerous and destructive, and if 
they arc- driven out of th: ir v, ;1rrens, they 
depart for more congenial pasture,, either 
to th~ nodh, south, ••;.est, or east. These 
.are the rabbits which are doing all the 
harm in the Southern States, and, thereforB, 
I think it wou1d be nothing less than crimi­
nal fnr any Go.-ernment to relax in the 
slightest degree their endeQvours to keep the 
rabbit'< from spre:1ding over QuePnsland, es­
peciall} -:~w agricultural parts. I have seen 
the enormous lo~ses that ha VB been sustained, 
and which will CO<ltinue to be sustained, by 
the farmers and graziers of the other States, 
by the pres"noe o; such huge numhcrs of 
rabbits and hares. In New South \Valf's, in 
the year 1910, the export of hares and rabbits 
totidled no less than 8,000,000 pairs, and 
you can go on to pla~H like I visit••d­
Orang•-. Blayney. and Bathurst~in those 
thrrc di>'riets. which are all adjacent, thev 
send 35,000 raC,bits weekly for export. Yet, 
in the @;razing lands, thc::o is still .an in­
creao• , and the agriculturist has to turn 
his attention to wire netting. digging out, 
and fumip-ating. Those are the non-migra­
tory rr, 11bits, and we ought not to be led 
a¥.rav by anv mis~tatc~nH~~h'-I do not sav 
the~: m·e ,.-iffull:v made, I am sure not-a"s 
to w1 at -,,·ould happen to the-,e rabbits if 
the:v only t-'td freB :-:ccess acroF3 thfl country. 
I think there is one means by which we 
can }eve a great ded better leg'islation in 
connection with clo>er settlement in some of 
the larger agricultur,;tl districts of the State, 
and that is by more decentralisation in the 
Lande Department. They cannot control 
matters at such long distances from 
Brisbane. There is no doubt that our Lands 

Department is excellently managed. I do 
not think I could put my finger upon a man 
who does not seem very capable, and ful· 
fils the dudes entrusted to him, but there 
are duties beYond their power, which can 
only be prope1;ly handled by having a man on 
the spot to see how the lands can be best 
handled. I hope the time will come when 
such districts as the Burnet; whore >Ye have 
8,500,000 .acres of land, '"ill have mor<J 
experts and officiaL on tho spot to sec that 
the land is properly handled. 

:!'.lr. BOW}IAX: Have :you no land agent 
thore? 

Mr. E. B. C. L~ORSEH: Ye.<. we ha,·e 
one land a _,. lw.t it ib iLlj_ ~~iblt :or 
him to UlH.L' t;ke the he-:n-s ·du: .. c·- de­
volvinrr ~ .. :;_~on c''l ofHc~ o .. that kind, and 
wh.\t l _rrl a7king Ln·. If it i~ lF'C,~-- "ary to 
have an ,j,fJ"'1Y of o1:1cL.:.;., do-yn hPre, ho"\v 
can o:1e be expected to c.trry ou, the duties 
in a d1-trict \vhcre tl1:re i-; one-s ... wcnth of 
the half of the population of Queensland? 
Another thine: is thi- : There is one industry 
which is rapidly growing, and it is a very 
proJltable one, if properly handled, and that 
is the poultry industry. If that industry 
was encouraged more by th- Department of 
Agriculture and the Justi.ce Dc,mrtment it 
would oo ver} much better. VIe know we 
have poultry shows which arc not run for 
profit at all. They are run simply by the 
subscri;1tions that are voluntarily given, 
\\'ith no endovYmcnt, and th( y are not 
allowr--·l to run art unions to assist them to 
11ay expenses, although anyone can run art 
unions for educational purpos,_ "· I would 
like to knov. what can b0 more educational· 
than a well-equipped poultry show. I do 
not knm-.. anything that would distribute 
more knowledge and do more good to a 
large numbu· of people, and why they should 
be debarred from the advantages that others 
possL '"' I cannot conceive. I hope it will 
be remembered that there are two classes of 
poultry shows-one run for the purposes of 
gain and one for the purpose of educi'.tion~ 
and those that are run for educations! pur­
pose' should have the sympathy of the Justice 
Departmerct and of other departments, and 
they should be given an opportunit,Y to raise 
funds, -~yhen no cndo\vHwnt is gi\ren. The 
report of the Royal Commiscicn on the meat 
industry ·wp~ Yery insb,uctiv-e reading, I am 
mre everyone will admit, and we will prob­
a111y hav•: an opporhnity of dealing with 
t}~gt later on, bnr there is one thing that is 
quite cle~r: it sho-...---.. the (l're.;l ,d,·antage 
thtt meatworks are to our cattle-br--eding 
country. and I hope tho da~- is not far dis­
tant when we will enjoy thi~ privilege in 
the Wide Bav an::! Burnett districts bv the 
establishment· of meat-.-. od< at Port ::\-Iarv­
borough. At GPelong there are new rnea't­
works. ::md right throughout the district the 
]1--,opl~ are loud in their praise of the clif­
fercmce in prosperitv sine' the ('Jtablishment 
of those works. Th, rc is another matter. 
r !though I do not inte·1d to dwell c '1 it at 
this stage, and that is the nropo,·iCm for 
an alteration in the Elections Act. No 
cJ,mbt it do<' not come too soon, and in the 
interests of justice and fair plav the sooner 
it come< th~ better, and I spe•-·k feelingly 
when I sav that. I t.hinli bon. m·Jmbers on 
the other side, too, will sympathise with me 
when I say it. (Hear, hear !) It is vexy 
gratifying to know that during the last 
twelve months there has been practically no­
industrial striklls or lockouts in Q11eensland. 

Ur. E. B. G. Gorser.l 
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An OPPOSITION MECUBER : Is that due to the 
Liberal party? 

Mr. E. B. C. CORSER: Due to the Liberal 
party passing the Peace Industrial Act. 

Mr. MURPHY: What about Cloncurry? 
Mr. E. B. C. CORSER: If the hon. mem­

ber will only take the trouble to investigate 
the facts in connection with Oloncurry, he 
will see it was no strike nor lockout. A 
certain number of men-and quite within 
their rights-said, "Wil want you to employ 
us on day work and not piece work," and 
the employers quite rightly said, "We are 
not going to employ you on day work. 
There is p:ece work for yliu." The men left, 
and c'Jn>equently it was neither a lockout nor 
a strike. 

Mr. MURPHY: It is an industrial trouble. 
Mr. E. B. C. CORSER: It is an indus­

trial tro·_1ble, but neither a strike nor a lock­
out, and you u.umot pass legislation to pro­
vide for contingencies of that kind. The•e 
is one thing quite certain, and that is that 
the industrial peace of Queensland con{pares 
very favourably indeed with the industrial 
peace of any other State of the Common­
wealth during the last twelve months. The 
more the Industrial Ppace Act is l<nown and 
underdtood, the more it will be appreciat-ed 
by thoc.e who opposed it the strongeot. 

Mr.. McComJACK : One of the biggest in­
dustnal troubles that ever occurred in 
Queen,land is in progress at the present 
moment. 

Mr. E. B. C. CORSER: I believe the In­
dustrial Peace Act will be able to cope with 
Jhat trouble. 

Mr. THEODORE : Who are they going to 
put in gaol? 

Mr. E. B. C. CORSER : I believe the com­
mon sense of both the employer and the em­
ploye~s, whc'n they are working under an 
Act !Ike the one passed last ,ession, will 
keep them from any such disastrous results 
as the putting of people in gaol. I think 
the peo;)le of Queen5land have as much com­
mon '·<'ll'cG as the pet'jl],-· of any part of the 
world, and I do not think anyone will go 
to t_he extreme _as to make it nerBssary to 
pumsh or pena!Ise them. I sineerely hope 
so, at :any rate. 
., 'lHr. VO\'i\LES (Dalby) : I rise to support 
the motion moved by the han. member for 
Fassifcrn, and seconded bv the han. mem­
ber. for Port Cu_rtis, in rq-ily fo the Speech 
?ehvored b_v His Excellency the Governor 
111 opening this session of the Parliament of 
Queensland. I have to congratulate the 
mover and the se>'onder on the way in which 

th?Y handled the sub_fect, and I 
[7 p.m.] tll!nk they did it with credit to 

themselves and also with satis­
faction to the House. I would like to refer 
to the absence of Mr. Wienholt from this 
Chamber. I think that we lost a very able 
debater and a very good member and I am 
sure that this House and also th~ electorate 
of Fassifcrn will find the new member, Mr. 
Bdl. a v8ry able follower of Mr. Wienholt. 
:pealin~ with the su_bject of the Speech 
Itself. 1 note that His Excellency says in 
opening, that he is gratified to be ab!~ to 
congratulate the country on a continuance 
of the good seasons with which it has been 
favoured for a good many successive years. 
I regret verv much that, whilst the major 
portion of Queen,wland has had the benefit 
of g?od see.sons, there are parts of it-more 
particularly the parts of it in which I am 
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interested, that is to ·say, the Northern 
Downs-which have had particularly dry 
seasons during the last twelve months. The 
dairying, cultivato,rs, and the people on the 
land generally have suffered very many 
reverses, and in some cases the dairy stock 
had to be taken from the Dalby district and 
brought down to the Moonie River district 
for grass, which meant that the land, for 
which the people had paid large pric .. 9, was. 
lying idle, and they had to pay agistment 
and to travel stock from my electorate, and 
also from Murilla, and on the whole suf­
fered very severe los'~·' by additional 
freights and expenses. His Excellency also 
refers to his visit to various parts of the 
State, and speaks of travelling in the Cen­
tral, Northern, and \Vestern portions of 
Queensland. I know that, in addition to 
His Excellency, several 11inisters~in fact, 
the majority of them-have occupied the 
recess 111 touring the State. I think it is 
very wise of them to do that, and to keep 
up the practice, because unless they do so 
they cannot keep in touch with the grow­
ing settlements and new districts. I had the 
pleasure of seeing two different Ministers in 
my district, and I am sure they were 
honest in their remarks wh.-'n they said that 
they were very much surnrised at the very 
great progrc'" that had been made in it. I 
hope, as I said, that they wi!l continue that 
practice, because if they do not they cannot 
expect to be able to help to legislate satis­
factorily for these districts. His Excellency 
further, in his Speech, refers to abattoirs, 
and speaks of the meat industry. Now, I 
would like to :,uy this briefly: That, al­
though th<;>y are starting abattoirs, they are 
to be only for the metropolis. Probably 
that is a move in the right direction; you 
must deal with the lare;Br centre·> of popu­
lation fir·,t. But I want to tr ll those p,-,rsons 
who are rE'sponsible for thQ r-ovcrn1ncnt of 
th,, country that we do not want everything 
in the metronolis. There are other nlaces 
that require· consideration, and there are 
towns all over Queensland, and especially 
towns like Toowoomba. In addition to these 
abattoirs. the peop:e in the metropolis arc 
very well catered for at prc,ent by private 
entcrprive. You have pri' ate firms carrying 
on their business under proper supervision and 
observin'S the ri''l'ulations to the very letter. 
There has been a very marked difference in 
the way in which the regulations are now 
carried out in the "ountn· towns. For a time 
there things were \ ery '~lack, and it is weH 
known to this Houre what went on. There 
was absolutelv no sunervision, and what was 
said about lumpy stock getting on to the 
market and b"ing sold to the consumer was 
absolutelv true. I have known case' in 
which people have gone to the saleyards 
and bought lumpy b»asts, and they have 
disappeared-the,· wrrc not boiled down. 
\Vhother they we're sent to other markets or 
not, the fact remains that they disappeared. 
It is suvgested that legislation should be 
brought m to dC'al with the Elections Acts. 
Personallv I an not vcrv k- en on the intro­
c!ucbon o'f the_ postal vote. I hav,. hcd one 
experience only, and it hL--: been more than 
unsatisfactory. I say, as far as thnt is con­
cerned, that it is de·inlo]e to ext< :>d the 
fr$_nc hi so :1nd the onr)ortunitv to f""'{Crcise it 
to persons lVbo are- nc,t in .. a. condition to 
attend the poll, and I would suggest that 
tho legislation ehould be watched very care­
fully, and that a person living within 5 
miles of a polling-booth should be allowed 
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to exercise the postal vote only on some 
doctor or some nuJ:Se certifying that she 
is unfit to go to the poll. My experience 
of an election was only once when the 
postal vote was in operation, and it cer­
tainly did not affect the result, but if we 
had been anything like close I could have 
knocked the whole thing to pieces. I had 
no fewer than eig·hty-seven postal votes, 
with the names "J. T. Bell" written by 
one person, and that one person was one of 
his committee. 

Mr. KIRWAN: It was quite the thing right 
throughout Queensland; they were paid to 
do it. 

Mr. VOWLES: It was a handwriting I 
knew very well, a:nd in some instances the 
names were practiCally the same. 

Mr. LENNON: Then vou will no£ support 
it? 

Mr. VOWLES: I wi.ll support it with 
certain limitations, but not without very 
great restrictions. Then the Speech makes 
a reference to prickly pear. I dare say 
there is as much prickly pear in my elec­
torate as there is in most other electorates, 
and I have had a good deal of experience with 
the land !a ws, and have seen the practical 
side of it. I do not think there is any land 
in my electorate that is not occupied, un­
less it is useless land, and there is not much 
of that, and I think that those settlers have 
not had the encouragement that they might 
have had from the department. and have 
not been treat-ed as liberally as it is possible 
to treat them. We are told by Mr. Temple 
Clerk, whose book I have here, that this 
pest is rapidly t&king charge of Queensland, 
and is occupying land at the rate of 
1,000,000 acres annually, and if that is going 
to go on for ten year.s, whilst we are ex­
perimenting on 100,000 acres, then in that 
time, according to o'le of the officers of the 
Lands Department, 10,000,000 acres will have 
gone to rack and ruin. \Ve are spending money 
on commissions and scientific research, and so 
far we have not got any results. I believe 
Dr. White has stated that the methods 
adopted by Mr. Roberts at Dulacca even 
exceed expectations. If that is so, what is 
the u'c of further exnense in the direction 
in which it is going-? If the amount of 
money that is being spent by thes~ comuis­
sioners going round to diffc,rent counhics 
and seeking information, and these depart­
mental expenses, and the expenses of thne 
scientists, v:ere put into poison, \ve \You'd 
have enough to clear that 1,000,('{)0 acr< 'l 
that we nrc being told by ),ir. Clerk is 
being lost every year. Mr. Clerk, in his 
letter, set-rns to r;,w to b-: l'P~•ri~;~nding his 
de parhn0nt Ycry severely. I eon:- idBr that 
the production is a me· t remarkable one, 
coming from a subordinate in the depart­
mnnt. He i, criticis;ng· the Government 
methode, criticising his department, and 
po··ing as an authority on the •.ubject, and I 
do not know how h:• can pose as an 
authority. 

Mr. THEODORE: Mr. Clerk is an admitted 
authority, and is supposed to know. 

Mr. VOWLES: It is a pity he was not an 
authority in Dulacca, where the pear is, 
because it was during his time that the pear 
took hold. He appears to have a brief for 
Mr. Roberts, too. He tells us that that man 
has been treated very badly, and should 
have been given larger areas and better 
conditions. 

Mr. KIRWAN: If you gave it in areas of 
10,000 and 20,000 acres, you would soon get 
people to clear it. 

Mr. VOWLES: It remains to be seen 
what Mr. Roberts is going to do, and 
whether his experiments wili be a success. 
Practical men, who have visited the district 
and seen his work within the last few weeks, 
are very sceptical as to what the result is. 
going to be. 'l'hey say he is makil1g a cer­
tain amount of progress, but he has got no 
further than Wt> have got during our know­
ledge of prickly pear. He has killed the 
t.op growth, but he has not yet proved that 
he is able to kill the bulb. If you do not 
kill the bulb, or the seedlings, you may just 
as well leave it alone. The question of 
prickly pear brings me to the subjt'ct of the 
Land Act. There was a deputation recently 
in Brisbane, representing a very large body 
of selcctorc. One gentleman alon~ rep_re­
sented 600 selectors, so you can rmagme 
how many selectors were interested in the 
conference and the amount of land they 
held. The' Minister favourably considered 
one suggestion which was made, and that 
was that the rent-paying term of the prickly­
pear selections should be extended. I think 
that that was the very least that he could 
have done; because when he is doing it, we 
are told in the first nlace that this land is 
not an asset to the Crown-in fact, it is a 
menace to the other tenants of the Crown­
and it would be better to give it away alto­
gether, as was done in the past, with 
a bonne. than to let it stand there and help 
to depreciate the value of surrounding land. 
Now, what is good for the prickly-pear man 
and the pricklv-pear ai·eas should be good 
fm· every other' class of selector, and I wish 
to say a little on the subject of the agri­
cultur:al farm selector, and also of the graz­
ing farm selector in prickly-pear areas. The 
Secretary for Public Lands, in replying to 
that deputation, said that there were no 
agricultural farms with the prickly pear on 
then1. I vvas n1uch astonished to ~1ear s:'lch a 
statement. It is rather the rcver'e. In some 
districts vou find there arc prickly-pear 
f 'lections -with no prickly pear on ; hut if 
you look down to some of the agricultural 
farms, you will find pear on them that is 
almost an impossibility to clean; ~-et that 
land, according to the law, must be opened 
at n minimutn of lOs. per acre. 

Mr. THEODORE: That was a 
¥tatcment of the Minister for 

Mr. VOWLES : I don't care. 
is true. 

Yf'l"> ~\'rious: 
Lands. 
\Vhat I say 

Mr. KIRWAN: \Ye only hnvo it frcm that 
eid<> of the House now and then. 

Mr. VOWLES: I own a prickly-peccr selec­
tion, and I know something about it, Only 
last week I drove out 23 miles to a place 
kno1vn as Cana~a. and was sho\vn a selec­
tion which had b0en c,9lected at lOs. an 
acr<'. It was thicklv infest<'d with prickly 
pear, although ther"e were flats that had 
scattered pear on them, and that man 
was asked to pay lOs .. an acre for the 
land: but if he had Ins d;ws he should 
be g-iven ·a bonus of lOs. for it. The 
question mav be askcd-\Vhy did he come 
to eel Act? He is in thP same position as 
many anothN man. In the first place, . he 
wa> told hov: prickly-pear land was gomg 
to improve in value, how easy prickly pear 
was to get rirl of. He investefl his capital, 
and there he is-he can neither make use of 
his land nor get rid of the prickly pear. 

Mr. VoU1le&.] 
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Suc-h cases require legislating for. I sub­
mit that the land laws, more particularly as 
regards prickly-pear selection,,, are experi­
mental. \Ve have made changes in them 
from time to time, and further changes will 
have to Le made so as to make provision for 
the cleanng of the prickly-pear land from 
the pest. The agricultm:al farm man is not 
aski 1g-p.nd he did not ask the :::VIinister­
for :;ny consideration L-v \V~_\'V o£ redu-cdon of 
his purchasing price-n~itl1e; did the pricklY­
pe,;r man. I would like L> impress on the 
House that they are all quite prepared to 
lUl c t tl :-ir obligations to the Governn1ent in 
the way of payment. All they ask for is 
this: " \Y ( ha vo t··ot int0 ~ J :uething ,,·c do 
not und ·rst,"nd-the Governnwnt did net 
understand, or they wc-uld not ha vc put us 
therr--thercfo.~_,__., \ve asl\: :rou to rc' onsicler 
our vosition, and give us ~extend,<l tiln(', :-o 
.as to enable us to live and rnake a little 
nrol~'-'.· in i.hL 1neantirne, ._tnd C~trrv nttt o~~r 
conditicns." "' 

1\i c'. THEODORE: I am afraid th< f will 
hayc to wait for a Labour GoY•,rnment. 

Mr. '\ 0\VLES: If thL·y haYe to '' ait 
for Labo:~r Guv·muneLc. I am afraid 
theY will Lave to wait fo· a Yerv lonx 
tin1e. l am certainly ,,, ith tho ~-1iniste~· 
when he stabed that the first thing to be 
.done is to clear the per.,·-ke0p a man 
up to his COJlditions as £: r as that is 
concerned-hut the man who sinks hi·. 
tinlC anU lt;tLour and lilODPY in c~oing .it 
should be gn·en every consideration. Now, 
take the case of the grazing farms. There 
.are plenty of places on l'\orthern Downs, in 
l>1urilla, and in remote parts of my elec­
torate, w·here there are grazing farms. 'When 
these lands were selected as grazing farn-,s, 
there were .U? conditions as to prickly pear; 
those conchtwns have been imposed upon 
them since they selected their land. There 
were other grazing farmers in other parts of 
Queensland >Yho were on the same r•,ntal 
basis ·'; regards payment as those pconle 
who are in pr~ckly-pear area·, but they, Lon 
.acccmnt of ha vmg no pest. had not, of course, 
to go to the annual exp•nditure that thos;:, 
people who have the pest arc obliged to do. 
The Act makes provision that in certain 
<Jases after the expiration of the t•rm of a 
,grazing farm, the La_nd Court may, if money 
has btc 'n expended 111 the clearing of pear 
,grant a conce ,,sion by way of extension of 
lease, or other concessions-it does not say 
what thE'y are. It is a remarkable thin~ 
that. although applications have been mad~ 
to the Land Court b,- selectors to a vail then<­
-selves of tho·-~ sections, no action has ever 
been tak.•n. 'l'h• sc are men -.d J. when they 
selected their land, and ent<'red into a con­
tract \':ith the Government to undertake to pay 
certain rent, and that is all they unde1·took 
Sine<> then the GoYernment, which is a privi­
leged hndlord, puts on them, bv Act of 
Parliamc at, further conditions, and requires 
them to clear prickly pear, acd keep the 
land clear of it. In some instances these 
men ha Ye to pay as much as £200 a year. 

Mr. LE~NON: \Yhen the railway line to 
'Tara was going through, did von not sav 
that it would be a. good paying line? · 

Mr. VOWLES: No, I never argued that · 
I was not in Parliament then. \VhoeYe 1: 

did so did not know what he was talking 
ab~mt, because there is prickly-pear countr;v, 
bngalow scrub, and melon holes, and it 
would take a fortune to make it pay. 

[11! r. Vowles. 

Mr. THEODORE : That is a different tale to 
what we heard. 

Mr. VOV{LES: It would pay if the Go­
vernment did as I wanted them to do, 
and that is to purchase some of the big pro­
perties ro.und about it-such as Loudoun and 
Bon Accord. There are good block, o£ 30,000 
and 40,000 acres through which the line 
passes. If they did that and put ckser 
settlement on it it would pay. They are 
resuming Halliford, though it is full of pe-ar, 
and it can only be taken up as cheap land. 
If the line is going to pay, it wili have to 
Le ext••ndc d to the -,., ,,ol districts and through 
cl~un t-.JLUlLy to Brigalo:- {;;·eck and right 
down towards Surat. \Ve have hee1r-d a 
c'ood 2~d about tho via re,Jta and the 
Dra' .on c1eviatL n. \V, '1, I do net think 
this' Go 7 ~rnment would be justified in pro­
cr·"oding '' ith 0.ither of thcoe works while 
tho 2~-ricultural linn renL,in unfinished. 
Thm3 t···o lines are simply for the benefit 
of clos<'lv-settled districts and to deal with 
the incrc"J·,~Y1 traL~e 1vhich hJs o<Jcurred since 
the raih1 tl v was built. The lines that are 
being uske.d for are in districts where the 
Jhopie lw.vo gone out and pione•·red. In 
many cases bdore the,,- went out they were 
pron1ised raih\c.y cominunication within a 
reasonable time. Whilst on the subject of 
railways I would like to refer again to the 
accommodation provided on the Vvestern 
Railway. You can take any Tue1day or 
Friday when the vV tstorn mail trains are 
running, and you will find a ';ham, ful ,;tate 
of affairs. There is not even adequate 
seating accommodation, and very frequently 
there is no lavatory acJoinn1odation, or, i£ 
thero is, it is re'ic·rved for some individual 
or individuals, and the general public have 
to suffer both going out and coming in. 
There is another matter that I would like 
to refer to in this connection, and that is 
the railway service from Roma, Chinchilla, 
and Dalby, to Toowoomba. The train 
arrives at Toowoomba every night at half­
past 9 o'clock, but therr· is no train to 
Brisbane until tht next day, with the re­
sult thnt all the people arriving from the 
\Vr ... t have either to remain the night in 
Toowoomba or else come down in what is 
called the "dog box." Every week nearly 
I have to travel in the " dog box "­
(laughter)-and I speak very feelingly. The 
accon1modation \Ve get is one second-class 
carriage, and sometimes it is full to over· 
flowing. It is high time thut the Com­
mi sioner put on decent railway accommo­
dation if he is going to have a service 
wt··t of Toowoomba. Don't let us be shut 
np in Tooy·oomba all night, but let us get 
to Brisbane, because the loss of half a day 
i" a serious thing to the \Vr,storn man. 
\Yith the ·western mail, when you get to 
Toowoomba from Brisbane, th,, Tc<)woomba 
p0ople g·et out, but just as many get in, 
and it is quite the exception when I go 
from here to Dalbv that I get a sPat for 
150 miles. You re:1ch Dalbv Rt 10 o'clock 
at night, and the people \,ho are going 
further west are glad to see th· last of the 
Dalbvites so that they can get lying down 
room~ Many of tho'" peopl,; are travelling 
to Charleville and Cunnamulla, and that is 
th;, kind of accommodation they get. I 
notice that there has been a certain desire 
eYinced on the part of the Opposition to 
befriend the farmer. I do not know where the 
desire springs from, but it is not so long since 
I saw the report of one Labour candidate 
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who said that the Labour party never had the 
farmers' support and they did not want it--

Mr. THEODORE: That was disproved on 
31st May. 

Mr. VOWLES: And he said he would like 
to get them under his heel and keep them 
there. 

OPPOSITION MEli!BERS: "\'i<'ho said that? 
Mr. VOWLES: One of your peO'Jle. The 

farmer knows it, too, and I can a~sure you 
he is not going to be caught ,virh chaff, and 
you are not _gomg to get him under your 
heel, but he 1s gomg to keep you under his 
heel. 

Mr. BowMAN: Mr. Page got the farmers' 
vote in your district at the last election. 

Mr. VOWLES: On the subject of puro 
seed, I would like to see the Department of 
Agriculture take the matter in hand. I 
know what occurred onlv last season. There 
was a limited amount ~f seoJ which cam'e 
from Roma, I think it was, and it was sold to 
certain reailers. I know exactly what they 
got, and I know they supplied ten times the 
quantity in my electorate, so that it could 
not all have been true to label. I think thr 
department should take the matter in hand. 
They should acclimatise cerealc, and get 
varieties suitable for the different districts 
and retail the seed to the farmers so that 
the latter· would know what they were get­
ting. The Rabbit Bill affects mv districi. 
I think the rabbit question ic ·one that 
should be nationalised. It is not a fair 
thing that any one set of individuals should 
have to pay for dealing with the rabbits. 
There has never been a rabbit seen in the 
Dalby district, and I cannot see why the people 
in that di,;rrict shoul-l have to pav for the 
destruction of rabbits any more 'than the 
people of Briohane. There, arc 1ots of 
people in my dic·trict who are rdigious!v 
paying th~ ra~Jbit tax, and they "~nt to 
know why. Some of them would b" pleased 
to see sonk rabbito, because th<·n they could 
have '·' bit of sport; thev cou\l do sonw 
shootio·g; but we cannv: got ev:>n that much 
out of it, and 1-ve hnv': to pay \Yhile the 
people in the coa·~tal districtS pt-;~ n0thi.· g. 
I am v.ery glar1. to ·ee that there is to 1·e 
an amewlmE>nt of the Liquor Act. Therr is 
no doubt tL.1t ti1e Ae~ is L1r~_.·ic~ I rt·> it is at 
prosent. I referred, when the ,Bill ., .. s be. 
fore the H::ms-~ J ·.~jt c~o,!Jion, to the dause 
doling wi~h tb·e ~u'Ji~al <limensiom oc bed­
rc·J1llf.,. 'I know i; ~;t•ncc" in mv O"'.Vn pl; L:o­
rate, .as '\ve1l ,; uthc,r in Brf:-·b:ln'), ···. :-'-{'rc 
people provided, not the 800 cubi: feet re­
quired 1-~· the Act of 1J85. but 900 cubic 
fed to '_e on the sde sid:1. As •he Act 
st.n.nds at pr~-· ~o..nt., no person is Hllo\Vf-d to 
sleep in room contai11ing less th.:.n 1,000 
cubic feet; b:1t, if you pull down a wall 
anrl put two of tho~'a roo::_ds into vn~. :-TV~1 
have 1, 0 00 cubic fr.nt, and then three per· 
sons are <'ntitled to sl"eP there. Surely that 
was never intendEd. \Vherr the members of 
another Hou,e-especir,!lv the me lical mem­
bers-were stud0·ing th<e hea1th of· the people 
and wanted 1,000 cubic feet, th''Y should h:IVe 
considered those structures v, hich were al­
ready in existence. There arc other matters 
in the Act which require attention. Thera 
is the man on the steamer trading between 
ports on Sunday. As the Act st:mds, he 
cannot have a drink on Sunday. That is 
a slip which was never intended. The s'c­
tion was meant to apply to packet licenses 
and not to oversea steamers. Then there 
is the provision dealing with the bona fide 

lraveller. The man travelling by steamer 
between Brisbane and Cairns, who gets off 
at one of the interviming ports on a Sunday, 
is a stranger so far as refreshment' are 
concerned, and the man who is accustomud 
to liquor on a hot summer day in the North 
rpquires it-and he generally gets. it. 

Han. R. PHILP: The Northern people are 
mu<:h more temperate than the Soathern 
people. 

Mr. VO\VLES : I am very plea 'l'"l to hear 
it, but I would like to see "Knibbs" on 
that. The ,arne thing applies to passengers 
by trains and co.:whes. A man arriving at 
a Western town on a Sunday after a long 
journe;\~ along· dusty roa.ds cannot gt"~ his 
drink. Surely that can be easily r~ctified. 
The old limit D£ 5 mileo constituting a 
man a bona fide traveller po,sibly was 
·abused; but if you make it 20 miles then 
nohody will travel that distance mereh for 
a drink. If a man is travelling solely for 
the purpose of g-etting· drink, you carr casib 
legislate to deal with him. 

J\Ir. THEODORE : It would lce pretty hnrd 
for the JJ:an who travelled bona fide 19 miles. 

Mr. VOWLES: Well, there must be some 
limit. There is anothm matter I want to 
refer to in connection with land. I would 
like to see the Fencing Act amende<!. The 
Act is altogether impracticable. It goes 
back to 1861, and there has only been one 
sn_all amendment since then. It was brought 

in and passed before the advent 
[7.30 p.m.] of wire fencing in Queensland. 

In that Act :10u have the test of 
wi.J.t is a proper fence in the count1·~·. A 
fence h<z' to be> Prectcd, the cost of which 
is r ~J.Uivalent to th·-- cost of a thre+r.ail fence. 
Sa;~t iin:lgin<' \vh_,, would be the cost o£ a 
three-rail fenct' on .Jiwbour Plain, where 
you have to traYd probc,bly 50 miles to 
g:·_-t the rai1s •cpd e_-:_rt th~m to the sctnc of 
fnerati,ms. Yl hv. the c•·ct would t' con· 
!der ,b!v over siJoo a mik Yet that is the 

pre '_,ent ~te3t of \Yh-.~ constitu~cs a fence in 
the countr:~T und::r the Fencing Act. There 
e:: --· L.:.anv otLc r thingJ in c-Jn,ucction \Yith 
tb Ace' which requi;.e al•,cnding, notably 
th0 prt"Jvision:, vvit~1 rC'-~ard to existing iin­
prove--:l8nL and tl ·_-. siX n1ontbs' li~ ... 1i at-ion. 
'tLr:y person, do not know anvthincr .bout 
1he · ix rronth ' iimitation, wi',h the result 
that the'" Ia··~ <heir rem··dv at law. Particu­
larl;;T in~ thic-; iho case in u dt\\ling witb ne\v 
lands, "here th~ cix months do not begin 
unci! the Ji, ens2 to occupv is i-,,ued. Pe,.,ple 
do noi kno\v -r;here thPy~ are in such caSes, 
nd the La'lc:, Der .a :·n ~nt ofi,,n do m ; knov· 

Y lwthc·r the m.: tcr is one which should bo 
cttled Ly individuaL in c0urt of It:", or 

whcth.- r it she ,ld 1 o settled b:v the Land 
Co<.irt. There h aHoLher rnatter which I 
hav·· hf'c·n asked to bl'inc; before the House 
for its ·Jomideration, and th tt is the subject 
of r'oscr ·' •ttl<"nent. In bet. I h1ve heen 
ask~d, if the Govcrnn1-cnt will not con.-,ider 
thP application of the Ji•nhour srot!Prc. to 
bring in a motion asking the House to ex­
prflss its opinion on the Pubject.. 

:\Ir. 'I'm ODORJ<:: Are you going to do it 
nnw? 

::Ir. VOiYLES: I cannot say that at 
present I am going to. do it. This is 
not the proper ti:o1e. As han. mcmh•'rs 
know, Jimbour was r<>purchased by the 
Crown at a high figure, and after it was 
,.uhdivided it was selected. The land has 

Mr. Vowles.j 
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been selected by people from all over Aus­
.tralia. We have. settlers there from New 
L:ealand, Tasmania, Victoria, and, in fact 
every one of the States, including the i\orth 
ern Territory, and we have also repreoenta 
tives from :b:ngland, Ireland, and Scotland. 
Those 1 eq)ic have come and selected the 
land, and they arc not able to make a " do " 
of it. The remarkable thing to me is that they 
do no~ cornplain ai:..vut the vc:tluc put upon tho 
land, thongh .c.nnw of them have paid up to 
£6 lOs. an acre for it, and have to pay 8 per 
.cent. on the capital value to the Government 
by way uf rent and redemption, and then 
nutke a li•ang for th€HHLlves. Two deputario:ns 
have at different tim!ls waited upon the Min­
ister for Lands, and I was present with 
both. One wa•. a deputation of representa­
tives of selectors at Kaimkillenbun, and the 
·other a deputation representing selectors at 
Kaimkillenbun, Perriman, and J\la~alister. · 
Thev poin!tJd out to the J\linister that they had 
had· to contend with very adverse seasons, 
and shewed that they had spent the whole 
of their capital in improving their selec­
tions. Tht'-:8 ::,electors have spent lnrg;._, sutns 
on their holdings. It is not an ordinary caEe 
. of· selFction, and these men howe srent from 
£1,500 to .£3,000 and £4,000 on improve­
·rnent~-not extravagant improven1ent but 
necc:;;s,,ry improvernents-ploughinf, and 
puttiw': in seed, and po.ying the first deposit 
on their lancls; and they have nevPr got a 
cnp. They have to meet tlw heavy demands 
made upon them by !he department, h"lt they 
are not asking the department to reconsider 
the purchac0 money or forf'go any p~,rt of 
·the pc;rchae<J money. Th·••.- simply ask th ~' 
-deprcrtment Lo extend the time for the l P.J" 
nwnt of the purcha~e manGy over a gre .~.~kr 
ntunber o£ year:.;, E'O that their pa'7ments will 

"b,, 4 l1'·r cent. interest on the capital and 1 
per cent. rc demption, instead of 5 per c·ent_ 
intPrr·t. and 3 per cent. redemption which 
they lw.ve to pay at presr:nt. They urge that 
this "auld be a fair thing in view of the 
fact that th?"~" have spent large sums of 
monev on their ;c~Jections and have not vet 
r:-ot any return out of the ground. In a<ldi­
tion to the pa:. ments they have to make to 
the: departme:nt they have to pay shirB taxes, 
t]E' 111ar~upial tax, and all c1a~ses 0f taxa­
tion, and havr: at thB same titne to 1nake a 
livelihood for themeelve' and th<·ir families_ 
And all, they ask is that the time for the 
p' vmc·lt for the land should be c·xt,ended, so 
that their annual payments may press less 
hardly on them, but as far as I know +he 
dc;>artment is not prepared to accede to 
their 1 "quest. It is all v•,ry well to talk 
about the solemness of contracts, but there 
are oth·?r things to be 'considered. This is 
not a rersonal matter, or a matter of busi­
n<CSJ altog,·thcr. The main objPct of the de­
partment is to put desirable people on the 
land. 

Mr. KIRWAN: And keep them there. 

Mr. VOWLES: Yes, and keep them there, 
and if ;you find that they are disappointed, 
and things have not come up to their expecta­
tion, the department should recognise that as 
they are bon:1 fide settlers, that they are 
doing their best. that it is through no fault 
of their own that they have met with re­
verses, and that thev are therefore entitled 
to everv consideration. This is a national 
matter.· and those selectors should be con­
sid~red in the interest of the State. The 
New South Wales svstem is one :.mder which 

i:he payment is mZtended over thirty-eight 

[Mr. Vowles. 

years, with 4 per cent. and 1 per oent. i'!-­
terest and sinking fund payments. That 18 
what many of these persons have been ac­
customed to, and that is what they ask for. 
They say that when they came here they 
were not aware that there were so many 
outgoings to be reckon!ld with, that they did 
not know they had to pay such high 1Jrtees 
for the storage of their stuff before it was 
sold, that they had to pay such high ,·ntes 
of commission, which they affirm are double 
what they have been accustom!ld to, that 
theY did not know that the seasons wera so 
uncertain, and generally that they did L<·t 
know that the whole business was as pre­
carious as it turned out to be. Those peopl" 
are on the land and have sunk their money 
there. The department says, "\V e will not 
deal harshly with you, but will treat every 
man on his merits and deal with §lach case 
individually." That is all very well if you 
have a sympathetic Minister, but we may 
have a sympathetic Minister one day and 
a Minister who is not sympathetic the next. 
'l'hese men want their business done in a 
business-iike way, and not left to the caprice 
of a Minister who may not be sympathetic . 
The Scotohmen who are settled there brought 
£3,0GJ and .£4,000 each, and they do not 
want to lose it altogether. They say, "Yon 
have got our money; extend the term for 
our payments, and make them less harsh, so 
that we maJ make a decent living in the 
meantime.'' 

Mr. HuNTER: \Vhat have the Government 
to cay about it? 

Mr. YOvVLES: I do not know, and am 
waitinl(" to hear what they wi:l have to say 
dJout the matter, though I am rather afraid 
that it is not going to be quite satisfactory. 
Nev.spaper .1rticlcs on the subject hnve ap­
peared in the "Toowoomba Chronicle," 
and have 1,. en copied into the daily papers, 
adver~ely criticising the selectors and their 
methods. Who wrot , them has never been 
found out-probably ho is so:ne fictitious 
indi•. idual. 1)ome people think these articles 
~T a jokd, but thfy haY\' not been taken U>· a 
Joke by the Lands D,"parh<lent. One reaoon 
given why ihehJ selectors should not receive 
consider<~tion is that one of them has got 
a motor-c._u, but it is not mentioned that he 
h.~d £7,000, and that he has sunk that 
mone7 in the ground. Anoth.er selector is 
charged with extravagance because he is a 
bit of a ;·port, and had a shot at some 
pigeons, when it is alleged he should have 
been digging up the soil or carr.) ing out 
farming operations. Other selectors have 
been accused of having grand furniture and 
beautiful houses. · Men go on to the land 
with their wives and families, and they 
sink from £3,000 to £6,000 in improvements 
and work on that land. Well, if they 
are going to live there, surely they are 
entitled to a decent house to live in. (Hear, 
hear!) These are the remarks and the 
criticisms which we saw in the newspaper. 
We find that people who know absolutely 
nothing about these things are criticising 
bona fide men who are trying to make a 
livelihood and carry out their contract. I 
was pleased to hear the leader of the Oppo­
sition say that he would do everything to 
facilitate the passage of measures that came 
before the House. 

Mr. THEODORE : He did not say that. He 
said all reasonable measures which we 
approved of. 



Address in Reply. (l JULY.] Address in Reply. 223 

Mr. VOWLES: The measures that come 
Irom this side are all reasonable, and that 
is what he intended. I trust that the 
leader of the Opposition will be true to his 
promise, and that his party will carry it out. 

Mr. THEODORE: Is that your benediction? 
l\1r. VOWLES: Yes, my benediction. 

(Laughkr.) I would like to say, in con· 
elusion, that r think the time has arrived 
when the Government should make a trial 
in the construction of rail ways by contract. 

Mr. HuNTER: Is that all? 
Mr. VOWLES: Yes, I think it is neces· 

sary. I am connected with a local authority, 
and we found that it was absolutely neces· 
sary to find out what we were getting for 
our monoy-to find out if we were asked to 
pay more for day labour than we would be 
by contract. I do not mind telling you that 
we found that we were not getting a fair 
thing from the men by day labour. The 
same thing applies to the construction of 
railwa•: lines by day labour. I am certain 
it applied to the construction of the Tara 
line, because there were dozens of men 
drawing pay who 'Nere not doing even aver­
.age \York. 

Mr. Kmw.\.N: That is a strong indictment 
on the Railway Dopartme!'t 

Mr. VOWLES: Ye·,, it is; but it is true 
.all the Pame, 

Mr. KmwAN: Will you support a Royal 
Commission to inquire into the Hailway 
Department • 

Mr. VOWLES: Yes. I do not see why 
we should allow such a state of things to 
•exist in onr own interBsts. \V e are the cus­
todiam of tho people's moneY, and we 
should find out which is the most profitable 
way to c~rry on. Personally, I do not be­
lieve in hugo contracts and hugo profit,, 
but I do not agn•e with the pre••,ent sy·· :em 
a•lopted by the dliccrs of the R;~ il way 
Depart nt as to fh~ cost of a railwav. 
Tlv_re> is no one to lhPck their estirnatcs 3t 
all. The;· simply make an estimate, and if 
thev c1J it for lees than the cstinntc· th .. v 
turn round and sar th,t they made a profit 
of ··o much. .Anyone can do that. If I know 
a thing will cost £10,000, then to be on the 
rr.fe side I will say it will cost £12,000; and 
if I do it for £11,000, I will >ay that that is 
a profit d £1,000. 

1\1r. }IrP.PHY: \Yhat about tho statL:nent 
which the Minister for Railways prescnt.cd 
the oti,er night? 

Mr. VOWLES: lHy experience has been 
that the day-labour sy•tem is dearer than 
contract work. In our district we haYe 
proved• that you get more value out of con­
tract work. 

Mr. GILLIES: What about the Cairns Rail­
·way? 

Mr. VOWLES: I know that tho hon. 
·gentlemen opposite advocate day labour. It 
is part of their religion, and 'they cannot 
advocate anything Plsc. But I am giving 
'facts as to what happened in my own dis­
trict. 

Mr. THEODORE: The facts show that the 
railway men on day labour do good honest 
work. 

Mr. VOWLES: Sometimes. I hope han. 
members will remember what I have said 
·with regard to land in prickly-pear areas. 
It is abrolutely necessary in the interests of 
th.; man on the land that something should 

be done to help him. He is the small 
selector. I am appealing. on behalf of your 
friends-the small men. Legislation should 
be introduced whereby agricultural farms 
and grazing farms in prickly-pear areas 
should be distinguished hom agricultural 
farm> and grazing farms outside prickly­
pear areas. I hope that the position of the 
Jimbour selectors will also have the con­
sideration of hon. memb•JrS. If I get an 
unfavourable reply from the l\_Iinister, then 
when I bring forward that motion to which 
I have referred, I truct that it will receive 
the support of e,·ery member here. What I 
have said will bear any scrntiny and any 
inquiry. The Government have only got to 
ask their owii officials i:1 the district. These 
officials thoroughly lmnv the conditions of 
the selectors. If the Government make 
these inqniriec, I am sure that they will 
immediately grant what is being a'·kcd. 

Mr. McCORMACK (Cairns): Before ad­
dressing myself to the main question before 
the House, I would like to have .a word or 
two on a mattel' which has been referred 
to by one or two members speaking in con­
nection with the administration of the In­
dustrial Peace .Act, by the Government, and 
with reference to th13 Hampden lockout. I 
happen to be the secrotar-, of the union 
which is concerned in this 'matter. It is a 
rcmarbtble thing that when the Industrial 
Peace Bill was g-oing through the House the 
Minister for \V orks told us that lockoutc; 
would be prevented, but in spite of that we 
find that since this lockout the officials of 
the conn, the judge, and the Minister have 
done nothing in connection ·with th~ n1atter, 
although it involve' something like 5,000 or 
6,000 men and depe11dants. 

Mr. BOW1IAN: Shame ! 
Mr. McCORMACK: In fact. it is one of 

the bigg.-c\· dicputBs that has taken place in 
Qur·nnc!and fer <·cmsiderable time and 
r··nks third, next to the general strik~ and 
the sugar -trike of two years ago. I 
thought that the dcp:.rtment would have 
taken ror10 action in this Ina+t<~r, <1.3 it is 
necessary t:tat tlP cocm'n should know 
so'''lething about the lockout a:1d of the 
affairs Ic., :ling up to the lockout. It is also 
nccc·-omry tlwc thi,; House should know the 
real fact.· of the rae'· (Hear, hear!) .About 
t;'eh;e mcmths ago, just after the general 
1-- _ecbon, an agr"_~~1,1cnt was arri\¥od :t be~ 
twenn all the various companies in the Cion­
curry area. I was the repr·8''elltati,-e of the 
n:wn and there \vere other renr~?sentatives 
there, and 1\'P dre·w up an agrec~11ent setting 
out the wagf's to be paid and the conditions 
d employment that should obtain in those 
mines .and at the smelters. These wages 
conditions had no reference to contract work 
at all. There was a certain amount of 
contract work carried on, such as wood 
cutting and carting, and quarrying for 
flux, but that was work over which 
the mines authorities could not exercise 
proper supcnision. Work was carried out 
under the agreement arrived at between the 
a~"sociatiz.,rl and the various coinn.:"~n-!~"3, and 
there was no mention of contract work 
·,-~atever. I am pointing out to mc,mbers of 
this House that the Governmont has not 
done its duty in connection with this lock­
out. It concNns not onlv tho mf'n engaged 
in the mining industrv but the shareholders 
iD thRse var_ious min~s. the railway men. 
e.nd the Railway Department. who suffer 
from the great Joss of rPvenue that is taking 
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plaoe as a r0qult of the lockout. I really 
believe that the lockout was brought about 
to affect the share market as regards one 
particular m.ine out there. (Hear, hear!) 
There was no mention of contract work in 
the agreement which was arrived at. Now, 
here is a notice to contractors which was 
issued bv the company-note that it is 
hea-ded .. Notice to Contractors"-

" Nm'ICE TO CONTRACTORS. 
" Friezland. 

" Herewith I enclo'e a notice to em­
ployeer,, from which you will note that 
it is th+· intention of this company to 
ckoe do\Yn all our works and mines on 
the 5th of June, provided the terms of 
ag-reement mentioned are not adhered to 
hv tho A.\V.U. You will therefore cease 
to forward o•1pplies to this company 
until further notice. 

" (Signed) ERLE HuNTLEY, 
" GenBral Manager, 

"H;1mpden-Cloncurry Mines." 

In that notic" to contractors, to whom no 
exc.,ption was taken by the men, it in­
structed them to knock off their contracts. 
Here is anothpr notice which I will read, 
and I hope the Minister will Ilsten carefully 
to what I hav<> got to say. This is a notice 
to the employees of the various mines, and 
reads-

" NOTICE TO EMPLOYEES. 

"An BQ,'l"~-mneut -;vas entered into last 
Y<''tr with the ExDcutive Council of the 
Amalgamated \Yorker,;' Association fix­
ing \vBr:rts, et."., at which time picccnvork, 
contracting, ~.nd bonuses "'~ere in vogue. 
L;,t< lv, Rb-·ps have bet>n taken to ston 
pit cc\vork., contJ'a<"ting, etc., without in 
am· CO'lS'Iltinp: the cor~panies operat­
in:_· in Pryis dif'h~ict. Tho n1anagoment 
of thc'•C "om:..,,-,ie' conRidcr this a brDc:ch 
of r flT~ -::-·f}lf'nt and unlf'~\'\ such niecevvork, 
contr:-c··:ng, 0tc, :::re rr·,"oo-nised as a con­
cli_t' ,., ,,; CC11"k: mcnt. r.:'grPt that they 
v.nll h::- c 1onr rUcrl l) s1<~~1end 0 11Grations 
on 5th Jnne next. · 

" (S .. 'il! d\ RBLE HUKTLI:l. 
·' £1-PnPral :\!rna ger, 

" H an1r Jen-C:lonc·lrrY ~\.Iinr···." 

'ThP "rr npn I 'n<'ntioned before had 
1'10 ·:1c-n; ·on {If contra c. 1.-;: :-,t a!l. ar:d thf ·e 
compnnit "· have c J1nhin0-l tor,. ~h-c·r to alter 
tho c 'TI<1it1ons of c "'11P10VL1unt Ylithout re­
com e to the ccurt, which ·'·hp hem. gent!e­
n1an tc1r1 1,s ~to:11,~1 ~-ftln :'ll these clhputcs. 
If t~, ~ n;e:1 a~:: _lia~\_, to the pnjn~ ~ncl penal­
ties c·,_,~. 1ncFl 1n tn .. lt i.e~ lv:' ~"nlouo'. or b:v 
thrrJr>nin~ to s+ .. ik~, '.1 nlter '~ht> ('~~diti0~s 
of <?Hnlo.-nv•nt. I hvld th;,t the e1nplovers 
:!1'(' n ~ ~0 · nr. :_,le + j the~ pdlultiPs. aP Cir')10Y81:S 

in tl-]0 2\r.< nhv:~ fo1· ir- ~.igatir.v a Jock-out, 
and r.< "' mhination of c-nnloY"re who ar-
riYv~ .a+- CO:'nnon ,,g-rnement to tn.ke tLrt.lin 
ac·fon jf tlP E'h~plov~·"s W(,:lld not submit to 
cerh in t rms of emnlo,-poont. I hold that that 
is thP C'HSP, nn<1 I ('an pl~ov.p mv caee th<]it 
i he d!-;nutP j·., P('t. nn.p of 1vages or rondi­
tior:' , c· c lL I "·ill rc<td some comment-s 
upcn ~- 1 .is particular n1in0. 01~ the narticular 
m~nap.;Pr, vl'o r::t"~0 d this lo'"'k"llt, and I ·vdll 
prow to the satisfaction of this House-at 
lpaof I think so-that thrr,, wem other 
forrpq oJ: '"ork which ccmsed this lockout 
which ha-' been nuehed upon the worker~ 
gen•-croJ]y in the ¥!estern parts of Queens­
land. We know that the Hampden Com-
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pany had made certain promises to its share­
holders which it could not fulfil, and to 
prove that I will quote from a current paper, 
a recognised authority on these matters, and 
that iu the Sydney "Bulletin," which, on 
29th May, says-

" Hampden-Cloncurry balance-sheet is 
not a model of clearness. At a gem,ral 
meeting the chairman of director& 
reckoned on producing copper at £39 per 
ton. It seems impossible to mekt> the 
report tally with this estimate of £39. 
The total cost of producing 2, 790 tons of 

pany. Tho Sydney "Bulletin," aLco of 29th 
May says-

That is the real cause of the lockout, and 
I will read another quotation from the 
" Bulletin " to prove that the lockout \\as 
reall~ thA result of an attempt to rig the 
share market and not as a result of the em­
ployees makim; cBrtain demands on th,, com­
pany. The "i:lydney Bulletin," al·") of 29th 
May, says-

" The methods of some of the groups 
that control Cloncurry mines are rapidly 
putting the Cloncurry scrip in the same 
street as that of Cobar. Hampden is 
be_ing jockeyed up and down. The cer­
tamty of the prDsent labour trouble was 
well known to a few weeh before it 
occurred.'' ~ 

It was not known to myself. 
J\1r. MAY: It was not known to me. 

Mr. McCORMACK: And I was secretary 
of the organi,ation. I complain that the 
Government has not done anything in this 
matter. The judge of the Federal Arbi­
tr"tion Court has power to step in and stop 
these affairs. 'What is the good of our 
Industrial Pc 11ce Court if it cannot give 
relief to these 4,000 or 5,000 men who h:we 
bcPn dri;-en out of \Ve"t< rn Queen,land, and 
put b considerable exnense? Evervone 
knows that it requires a c-onsiderable su~1 of 
1non~y to get a\\·ay from Cloncurry. Thore 
i· no other employm0nt in Cloncurr:-·, end the 
ne.-I'c.,L place at which work cou!J he ob­
taiJ•.;J is Charters Towers or To\Ynsville. The 
C'·w··runent ha- don. nothin<; in tin matter, 
and to Jnow that thev should ha'" taken 
'"'i:ne ret-ion, if this A,:( is to be an~7 rrood at 
all, I will read the int, rprebtion of the 
\vorcl " Luckout" in the IndustrL" 1 Peace 
~\c• which is as followq :-

'r { L:;ckout '-The act o£ an 'en1ployer 
!n closir,g his place of business, or sus­
l•ending or diec:mtinuing his business or 
hny bran:.h thereof, or a refu,,,t! or 
failm·e b:c an employer to co=Itinu,-, to 
employ any number of his mur-loyees, 
with intent-

(n) To comnel or induce any em­
ployees to agree t<J terms of em­
ploym0nt, or comply with any 
demands made upon them by the 
said or any other emplo:;·pr ; or 

(b) To cause loss or incnnvenience to 
his employee·;, or any 0f them; or 

(c) To incite, instigate, aid, ::b·'t, or 
procure any other lockout ; or 

(rl) To assist any other employer to 
compel or induoo any employees 
to agree to terms of employment 
or comply with any demands made 
by him." 

That is the interpretation of " lockout," 
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and these companies, and this company in 
particular, the Hampden-Cloncurry Com­
pany, has been guilty of that, yet there 
has been no action taken by the Government. 
I think thD Act gives power to the judge 
to step in. \V e know the men did not want 
to cease work. \V e know that numerous 
other companies-! have the personal opinion 
of one manager out there, at least, that he 
did not desire this trouble, and yet we have 
the trouble brought about, and 5,000 men 
and their numerous dependants put into this 
v"wkward position, just because a few share­
brokers desired to rig the share market. 

Mr. WILLIA~IS: Can you not bring it before 
the Industrial Peace Court? 

Mr. McCORMACK : After everyone has 
left Cloncurry? What is the use of bringing 
it before the court? Some of the men are 
here, some are in Cobar, and some are in 
Broken Hill, and what is the use of bringing 
it before the court? 

ThD SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: Did 
you in any form call the attention of the 
judge to it? I do not think you did. 

Mr. McCORMACK: The judge of thD 
Federal Arbitration Court does not wait, 
when the employer locks out his employees, 
for the union to notify him. He immediately 
takes steps to have the matter brought before 
the court. He a'ks for a compulsory con­
ference in ~egard to the matter. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The matter must be 
brought before the court. 

Mr. McCORMACK: You have your 
officials. You have the registrar. You have 
him attending ill connection with the affairs 
of the Sugar Board, and why should von not 
have him attending to this affair? ·I hold 
that these companies are also guilty under 
section 38 of the Industrial Peace Act, which 
reads-

" (1) Any industrial association of em­
ployers which, for the purpose of en­
forcing compliance with the demands of 
any employers, orders or incites its 
members to refuse or offer employment, 
or to continue to employ, shall be de'i•med 
to do an act in the nature of a lockout." 

Now, these companies have met together in 
the face of this law, and they have agreed 
to do a certain thing, and in the event of 
the employee3 not agreeing or not accept­
ing these conditions, they have said, "\Ve 
shall lock you out in defiance of this II!­
dustrial Peace Act." I said when the Act was 
going through this House, that it was 
impossible to force the employers to recog­
nise the Act. The Government told us that the 
employer was really the only person who would 
suffer to any extent under the Industrial Peae'e 
Act : that he was there, and we could take 
his goods and his chattels, but the labourer 
could pack up and clear out, and we could 
not get hold of him; but in this particular 
instaqce the companies had a joint meet­
ing, at which several of them were against 
taking this drastic action, yet we find they 
formed a combination of employers and 
they locked out their men to force certain 
conditions of employment upon them, which 
did not obtain previous to the lockout. 

Mr. KESSELL: Did not the men make any 
demand? 

Mr. McCORMACK: No demand what­
ever. I can assure the House that every 
W'lrd I am saying is true. I was in Towns-
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ville at the time, and I rDally did not think 
it would become so serious, or perhaps I 
would have gone out \Vest; but since then 
I have found out that it would have been 
useless to approach the employers, for the 
simple reason, as tho quotations I have read 
from tho Sydney "Bulletin" have proved, 
that the employers, or directors, or some­
body else-I cannot say who it wa~-deter­
mined that a certain condition of affaire 
should be brought about, and, as a result of 
that lockout, shares dropped 3s. or 4s. the 
first few days. I think this is a matter that 
requires ventilation ill this House, because 
so m~ny people had stated that it was a 
strike. It was nothing of the kind. The In­
dustrial Peace Court is useless if the judge 
cannot interfere in these matters, and in this 
particular instance he has not interfered, and 
the Minister for \Vorks has taken no action. 
He took action in the sugar strike, wnich 
was not a great deal more serious than this 
affair in which he took no action. How 
does he expect the employees-how does he 

expect the unionists of Queens­
[8 p.m.] land to recognise his Industrial 

Peace Act? But straightaway 
action under the strike clauses was taken 
hero in Brisbane in connection with the 
unloading of th-, "Grantala." And I think 
that the Industrial· Peaee Act and the 
frarn,ers of it had only Brisbane in vie\v. 

The TREASURER : The hon. gentleman is 
altogeth.er wrong; I took no action, nor is it 
my province to take action. 

Mr. McCORMACK: No, it is not his pro­
vince. He did not intend to take action, 
and the Act was never intended to apply 
to any other place than Brisbane, where 
the han. gentleman's interests are situated, 
and where they might be affected. 

Mr. E. B. C. CoRSER: It was gene1'aliy 
considered a strike. 

Mr. McCORMACK: The han. member 
for Maryborough might have considered it 
a strike. I have proof that it was a lock­
out, and from outside sources, too. 

Mr. E. B. C. CoRSER : Why did they not 
come under the court? 

Mr. McCORMACK: There was no court 
to come under. They were locked out. And 
anyone who has lived in Cloncuny will 
know that the moment a man's employer 
informs him tlwre would be no more work, 
he would take the first train and get away, 
because it is 600 miles to tho next probable 
employment. And that is what happened. 
If you read the papers you will not!ce that 
600 or 700 men left by the first tram after 
the lockout, and, in fact, the Railway Depart­
ment had to put on a special train to take 
them away. I hold that the Industrial 
P£ace Act has broken down in the first im­
portant industrial trouble that has occurred 
in Queensland since it was passed-absolutely 
broken down. 

Mr. E. B. C. CoRSER : It was never put 
rn use. 

Mr. McCORMACK: It was not put into 
action? Apparently it was not. The Fede­
ral Arbitration Act comes into operation 
automatically, and that is what we wanted 
here in Queensland. In connection with the 
Governor's Speech, I expected to see some 
amendment of the Industrial Peace Act in 
connection with the sugar-workers. The 
position in regard to the boards is that the 
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men who will cut the oone in QueenslanJ 
this year, or in any other year, will have 
no representation on the bo,.rds. The men 
who come year by year to work in the 
sugar-fields come, not from Queensland, 
or rather, not from the sugar districts, and 
were not in these distrwts v•hen no1nination9 
were called for, and when lists of voters 
were asked for from tho farmers. These 
men have made their objections to me. They 
have said: "Why should so-and-so be on 
the board?" Not one cutter of cane has 
tho power of electing representatives to the 
board that will fix rates of harvesting in the 
industry. 

Mr. SwAYNE: A portion of them are lo<Mtl 
men. 

Mr. McCORMACK: Canecutters are men 
who come from other places. It is a sea­
sonable industry. Does the hon. member for 
:Mirani tell me that all the cane is cut by 
local labour? 

Mr. SWAYNE: A very larg-3 proportion is. 
Mr. :McCORMACK: Then why the neces­

sity for advertising for labour as you do? 
In my particular district they all como from 
other districts. Being a seasonable industry, 
they go into other industries during the 
slack bCasons, and come back into the nugar 
industry when the cutting stnrts. 

Mr. SwAYNE: Some btay on the whole 
year. 

Mr. McCORMACK: At £1 5s .. a week. 
Can<>cmtters arc not the class of men who 
stop on for that. I admit that a few of the 
farmers' sons who are in that district are 
cutters, but that docs not apply to other 
districts, and even in the hon. memhBr's 
district the majority of them come from 
other districts. There is a necessity for the 
amendment of this Industrial Peace Act, and 
if the men themselves ate going to accept it 
and try to get the settlement of their con­
ditions through it, I can only reasom• bly ask 
that the Government should do everything in 
its power to make the Act one that will meet 
with the workers' approval. Here they axe 
asked to work under conditions fixed , by 
boards that they have not voted for. 

Mr. FOLEY : That was the intention of the 
Bill. 

Mr. McCORMACK: The intention was to 
exclude these men, and ·whilst at the pre­
sent moment we have .arranged agreements 
all over Queensland, or rather over most of 
Queensland, without going to the Industrial 
Peace Court, still theoe boards will come into 
operation and will fix the price of canecutting 
for the coming season. I take it that will be 
their duty. The procla-mation says " hm·vest­
ing of cane." Now, if that is so, how can 
you expect the workers coming into the dis­
tricts to accept those rates? I say they will 
not, and that there is an urgent necessity to 
amend this Act. It is not allowed to the 
union to act; we can only act in these cases 
be-cmuse the employer recognises us as the 
authority with which he is to deal. The Act 
should allow every man who is employed in 
the industry, whether he is actually working 
in it .at the time or not, to have a vote for 
the election of represent .. tives on those 
hoards. Speaking on the main question cf 
the Speech, I should like to ~ay that I "-:m 
pleased to see that the Government •al'e 
going to do something in connection with 
boring for oil in the Maranoa district. I 
think it is a very wise proceeding and one 
that is very commendable. A remarkable 
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thing that occurred in connection with this 
was that when one hon. member on this 
side was speaking in connection with the 
starting of a line of steamships, the hon. 
member for Wide Bay interjected: "Where 
wou1d you get the money and where would 
you get the brains? " Yet here the Govern­
ment proposes to nationalise the oil inclust~y, 
and the oil industry in the world's !lff.::rrs 
is almost as big an industry a~ the slnppmg 
industrv and one of more Importance to 
the producer, because he uses his oil every 
-clay. The hon. member for Drayton has 
g·ivBn us an illustration of how ~he Stan­
dard Oil Company arc queezmg hrm 
when he has to purchase oil, and I 
thoroughly agree with the Government:s idea 
of Lcoring for oil in the JVIaranoa drstrwt. 
I think it will be •a fine thing for the coun­
try and for the users of the . oil, and i.~ the 
Government have control of It thece wr,l be 
no £car from that octopus, the Standard Oil 
Comp11ny of America. Another matter to 
which refer,·noe has been made is the Elec­
tions Act Amendment Bill. vVe have ·lieard 
a good d<·al about the necessity for it; we 
have heard a good many speeches accusii:g 
the Co·nmonwealth GO\ ernment of laxrty m 
compilic,g the rolls, but I find on reference 
to the jurors' roll that 11 per cent. are 
dead. (Laughter.) Now, here is o;n· own 
Government askmg the CommonwBa,th Go­
vernment to revi·,,o its electoral roll ''hen 
on their own roll of jurors 11 per cent. of 
tho namp' r1'present dead men. 

The TREASURER : Those names cannot be 
voted under. 

1\h·. ='cicCOR:\lACK: I 'wid that the ofiice 
of juro.r is cqtL' lly in1110rt.ant "".:rith tho offlcc 
of pJ;~ctm·, and there is nothing to stop tho 
peovle who are concerned in th;-'~;e 1na.tters 
from stuff-ing the roll of jurors. I only 
mention th" fact to show that tho Govern­
n:cnt wonld b-e \H'll advi·; d to sweep their 
own f!cor before thcv attc·:npt to oWC>IP the 
floor of the Commonwealth authoritiBs. 

OPPOSITION J',I[Eli!BERS: Hoar, hear! 

Mr. McCORMACK: I think that we have 
henrd sufficient abont the postal '\"Ote in this 
Hou,c, but. with the hon. member for 
Dalby, I hope that the Government-if they 
are doter1nined to reintroduce it--'' ill pro­
vide surl-icient e,1feguarcls to prevent the 
scnndalons mi,use of the postal vote that 
operated on the previous occasion when it 
w;.s user! in Que-ensland, especially in the 
North. I can only speak of one place1 ~ut 
therG was proof of n1isuso. Tho comn1rss1on 
that reported on it proved that there was 
n1isuse 1 and up to the present mon1ent vve 
only have newspaper statements that the 
Commonwealth rolls were misused, that 
people resorted to double voting, ,and ,.n that 
sort of thing. There has been no specific 
charge against any individual up to the 
pres,,nt. There was a man who lived in Vic­
toria who was alleged to have said that he 
voted nineteen times. Now, \vhnt is wrong 
with the authoritiPs taking action ngainst 
that man? Has any action been taken? We 
h;ear of these statements from the news­
papers-the-y wore natura.lly YBry 3ore abont 
the e-1c,ction. I notice a reference in the 
Governor's Speech to the building of central 
sugar-rnil1s. I a1n very pleased to !F'e that 
the Go' >'rnment have decided to go on with 
the building of the Babinda Mill. It is in 
my Blectoratn, but apart from that I am 
very ph'a'ed that they have de,cidccl to clo 
so. No doubt the visit of the Premier to 
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Cairns, and the information which lw gained 
ther<', and the trip through the partiCular 
land which is to. grow sugar-cane for this 
mill, convinced him that the proposition 
was a good one, and that the State would be 
safeguarded 'by investing their money in 
that particular mill. I am sorry that the 
other propositions cannot be gune on with 
as wdl, because I believe that this par­
ticular industry is the only industry which 
will populate our Northern sugar-fields. 
~Thile on tho question of sugar, I would like 
to mention that the Government are very 
late in corning down with one Bill-the Bill 
to abolish black labour from the industrY. 
We know very \\ell that at tho end of la;t 
year ~~1r. FiF>hor rnade certain arrangen1ents 
with Mr. Denham-h~ introduced C•ertain 
Bills abolishing the excise and bount.y-and 
up to the pre,ent time the Government of 
Que,msland have not carried out their por­
tion of the armngemenL 

Thp TREASURER: He took from September 
to December. 

Mr. M0COHMAGK: I vcill :·how the 
Minister the great injuetiee he is doing to 
his o"lv·n }la.rticular supporters in t~.~.is con­
nection. The old law holds good still. The 
sut;ar-n1ills a1·c c:ushing, sugar is being pro­
ducpd, and the farn1ers \Vho arc ending 
cane to the mills-in some C''sc" ,mall 
farHl0l''i~arv only· receiving the bounty, and 
no Act of Parlialhc"nt pascecl here, I bke it, 
will !;[ive them any more this year. They 
wiil have to be contented with the bounty 
!hat the C•1mmonwealth Goven1ment pay. 

Licut.-.Colonol RANKIX: How did they 
know wh.clt the Commonwealth Government 
were going to do ? 

Mr. McCORMACK : The Commonwealth 
Government, as they promised to do, would 
have brought these• Acts into force by pro­
clamation. Had this State Parliament done 
their dutv there would have been no excise 
and bom1ty regulations this seabon at all, 
and there would have been a certain amount 
of extra. n1oney going to the growers. 

Th ' TRE.\Sl'RER : The Fisher Gov<Tnment 
m1:do it impossible. 

Mr. McCORMACK: The. Fisher Govern­
ment carried out their part of the contract. 
This Government, up to this moment, have 
not carried out their part of the con­
tract, and the farmers who are supplying 
several mills that hav<· been crushing 
for three weeks are losing !Is. 2d. per ton on 
their cane-the difference between the ex­
cise and bounty, and no Act of Parliament 
pas·>eu now will give to that farming com­
munity the 2s. 2d. a ton tlwy have lost, 
because this Parliament was not either 
caiiPd together at an earlier d:tte, or the 
matter was not dealt with in the previous 
session. 

:;I.Ir. MoRGAN: It was Fisher's fault. 

l'd:r. :\IcCOR}L'cCK: This is an imPortant 
Inattcr to Queensland, because, affer all, 
every one of us will get some of this 2s. 2d. 
It wns such an important matter to the 
people of Queensland that this ,Parliament 
should have been called together imme­
diately aft•·r Christmas, tmd instead of 
being in the awkward position that we are 
to-day, and not knowing what Mr. Cook iE 
going to do. 

Mr. MuRPHY: He does not know what he 
is going to do himself. (Laughter.) 

Mr. McCORMACK : That was no excuse 
for this Government not doing what was a 
fair thing to the growers. I know there 
are men in my district who have 1,000 tons 
of cane, and it is crushed now, and they have 
only received the bounty on it. These men 
say they wore robbed of 2s. 2d. by the delay of 
this Government in passing the neces~ary 
leo-i"lation to have the other brought rnto 
fo~ce by proclamation. They had any 
amount of tinw to do it. There is no excuse 
for not haYing done it, excent the excuse 
that the Premier wanted to- make it an 
cloctionooring cry. He wunted to use it as a 
me.tns of defeating Andrew Fisher for 
Wiele Bay-I am making that statement in 
all sincerity-that hD was going to U'e thG 
question of del'ly, and try to put the blame 
upon Mr. Fisher. We all know that Mr. 
Fisher '"aS returned by, a larger maJOrity 
than he ''ver before received in a sugar 
cJi,trict. 

Lieut.-Colonel RAKKIX: Not in a sugar 
eli ,trict. 

J\Ir. J'.lcCORMACK: The result has been 
that the J'>Iinistry, in endeavouring to make 
a little bit of cheap political capital out of 
this affair, injured the farmerJ and did 
not help their own causP-. They refused to 
eall Parlinment together utrly to mak~ pro­
vision that the farmer should receive a 
full pricu for his c;me, as immediately 
thereupon thE' F8deral proclamation would 
have been issued. They were afraid that 
iVIr. Fisher "·ould get some benefit in the 
p]ection campaign from his having abolished 
the excise and bounty. 

The TREASFRER : You are altogether 
vvronc. 

Mr. Mc-COR:YIACK: That is a position 
that appeals to eyeryone. 

Mr. SwA~NE: Arc you serious? Tell us 
why they did not do it in 1910-three years 
P.go. 

Mr. McCORMACK: I say here that if 
I'vlr. J)enham agrees upon a certain course 
of action, he would not take that course of 
action if it did not meet with the approval 
of his followers, and in that particular in­
stance, no doubt, !VIr. Fisher had real good 
reason for not aboli,;hing the <:'xcise ar,d 
bounty. I think I have said sufficient to 
prove to the Treasurer that their little game 
of making political capital out of this 
excise and bounty has fallen through. It did 
not ac~omplish what they intended it to 
accomplish, and at the present moment it is 
injuring hundreds of good hard-working 
farmers throughout the whole of Queens­
land. (HPar, hear!) With referenc" to 
" Tndorculosis" and the wages paid in the 
industry, eyeryone, I believe, thought 
equalisation would be considerably better 
for the farmer than abolition. I am one of 
those who believe that, in spite of all Acts 
of Parliament, the black man will get into 
the industry again. I am satisfied of that, 
and for that reason I prefer equalisation 
to abolition, and .some people who talk 
so much about " Tudorculosis " will find 
out that " Tudorculosis " is not as bad 
a thing for the sugar farmer as free­
tradeitis. I think it was the hon. member 
for Cambooya who uttered some plain home 
truths about the sugar industry when speak­
ing- the other night. We should agree to 
sink our nolitical differenc~"' and remember 
that this -is a Queensland industry. Every­
one must admit that it receives a large 
amount of protection, seeing it is protected 
to the extent of £6 per ton. 

Mr. McCormack.] 
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Lieut.-Colonel RANKIN : It is not as highly 
protected as it is in other countries. 

Mr. McCORMACK: I know the bon. and 
gallant member for Bun·um will not d!lny 
that that protection will pay for the whole 
cost of producing and hai·vesting his c_rop. 
I.; any other industry in the State pro­
tected to the same extent? I am not 
complaining about the protection. I have 
said before in this House that, if th'e 
farmer cannot pay g·ood wages, seeing this 
is a national question, and that we require 
the sugar industry continued to settlp our 
Northern lands, we must be prepared to sac­
rifice a little. I would be prepared to give 
even more protection to the industry if it 
was found neceseary. As I said the other 
night, after paying for the cane, the manu­
facturer of raw sugar, after allowing £2 for 
the cost of manufacturing, is making a profit 
of £4 7s. 6d. per ton. I have that on the 
word of the chairman of directors of one of 
the most successful central mills in Queens­
land. That was the differene>ol between the 
price paid by the Colonial Sugar Refining 
Company to the central mill and the price 
the proprietary mills paid to the farnF5rs 
for the cane sufficient to make a ton of 
sugar, allowing for co,t of manufacture. 
The farmers and the owners of the land will 
be wholly to blame if we get freetrade in 
sugar. Th!l rest of the Commonwealth is 
apparently in favour of continuing the pre­
sent duty. Candidates on both sides at the 
recent election'' declared themseh·es favoux­
able to the continuance of the duty; but 
here we in Queensland are bickering among 
ourselves in connection with the industry 
like a lot of Kilkenny cats. The Common­
wealth Government has said that it wants 
to make the industry a whit-e industry. On 
both sides in this Chamber we have said 
that we want the Northern part of Queens­
land settled by white people, and we say 
to the rest of the people of the Common­
wealth, "If we settle white people in th-e 
North, we expect you to make some sacri­
fice by paying a higher price for your 
sugar." They have performed their part of 
the- contract, but here we find the Premier 
stating that there is no stability about the 
industry. He stated on the floor of the 
House that 90 per cent. of the growers of 
cane are preparing to get out of the in­
dustry-an industry with £6 a ton protec­
tion. I hope that both sides of the House 
will do their· best to get the two Bills 
passed, and also the Bill which the hon. 
member for Burrum intends to introduce to 
e'tablish sugar boards. We shall then plaC€ 
the industry on a sound footing·. I wish 
now to say a word or two about railway con­
struction. I am sorry the Secretary fox 
Railways is not in his place, as I would 
have liked the information from him as 
to whether he is one of the partners in 
this lockout business. It looks, from th€ 
action taken simultaneously by the mining 
companies, and by the Government in the 
person of the Commissioner for Railways, as 
i-f there was some common understanding 
about introducing the system of contracting 
and piecework on our railways. If there is 
no understanding, it is a remarkable coinci­
dence that just at the time the companies 
issued an ultimatum in regard to contract­
ing the Government initiated the piecework 
system in that particular mining district 
and on the Mount Mulligan line. I hav~ 

[Mr. McCormack. 

l>eard hon. members on the other side 
sav that men working on the day-labour 
sv~tem do not do good work, and yet 
~.;:; have the ongineers of the Railway De­
partment saying that it is th_e b~st. syste!fl 
and the cheapest. Piecework IS admitted. m 
the shearing industry because the shearmg 
rate is nearly the same in all the States, 
because sheep are much th!l same every­
where and a shearer knows that he can 
shear 'so manv sheep in a day. That is not 
the case in ~ontracting on a railway line. 
A party of men may tak!l a cutting and they 
may start with muck, but a few yards fu~­
ther on they may get into rock. That IS 
what is happening on the Mount Cuthbert 
line at the present moment. The first few 
days the men could make from 15s. to 18s. 
a day because they started in muck, . but 
when they got into roc!< they made. as httle 
as 5, .. a dav. Men obJect to the piecework 
;;vstem bec:~use they oannot see ahead. Yet 
~e have the Secretary for Railways saying 
that it is nec<'ssarv to cheapen the PJst of 
railway construction by intro~uc~ng the 
piecework system. Apparently It IS neces­
sary to s,,.,,,~t this particular branch of t~e 
public serYic ~-if you can call these men publw 
servants. We never hpar of any attempt 
being made to sweat the highly-paid officials 
in Brisbane who knock off work at 12 o'clock 
on Saturday and who only work from 9 till 
half-pu>t 4 on other days. vVe only hear 
about " sp<>?>ding up " when we come to deal 
with the man who works with a pick and 
shovel. I have a great deal of sympathy 
with the pick and shovel man, who is just 
as useful a member of the community as 
any other public servant. Hon. members op­
posite are always talking about letting con­
tracts and the speeding up on railway con­
;:truction work, simply because they think 
that that cla,,s of people support the Labour 
party. They haYe no sympathy whatever 
with them. 

Mr. KESSELL: Who said that? 
Mr. McCORMACK: The hon. member for 

Port Curtis has not the slightest sympathy 
with the navv.Y. 

Mr. KESSELL: How do you know? 
Mr. McCORMACK : I know by the hon. 

member's utterances in this House. 
Mr. KESSELL: I nevpr said a word against 

the working man. 
Mr. ::>.fcCOR~1ACK: I do not think the 

hon. membc•' :.,_s any sympathy for anybody 
outside the I t Curtis district. He has a 
long way to 1 before he becomes a Minis­
ter. The hon. member is apparently. angry 
because I referred to him; but during his 
<'lection campaign he promised sevFral rail­
>Yays and waterworks, and things of that 
sort, and then, when he came here, he found 
that he was only one among seventy-two. 
1'ho Gow"nment will be well advised if they 
conccntrai their effortH on sections of rail­
ways unL they become payable. There 
are several lines which have been started, 
and Fmall stnffs are employed on them, 
which, if they were continued until they 
became payable propositions, would be 
much better for the State than by having 
f;everal small unconnected sections. I be­
lieve the North Coast line would pay better 
if the various sections were connected. Until 
that is done, I am certain that none of the 
sections will pay. The Plane Creek line 
might pay if the Plane Creek people s<>ni 
all their sugar over the line to Mackay; but 
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I believe they arc talking of continuing to 
send it over their own tramline to Louisa 
Creek, thereby depriving the Government of 
an;v revenue they might receive from the 
railway. The only possibility there is of 
the No;·th Coast line paying is by connecting 
Rockhampton and Mackay. The passenger 
traffic from the North 11nd thll competition 
with the boats will help to make the line 
pay. If that method was adopted with re-

gard to· our railways it would be 
[8.30 p.m.] much better for the State than 

the system which is now being 
pur~ued. I shall conclude my remarks by 
statmg that I do not intend to deal now 
with the Sugar Bills, because they will be 
before the House later on, but I can assure 
the Government that I shall give th!lm every 
support I can to pass those measures into 
law. If they can get Mr. Cook to i•,ue thC' 
proclamation, so much the better for Queens­
land; and the woner it is issued the bettPr 
it will be for all concerned. 

Mr. MORGAN (.lluri/la\: In common with 
previous speakers I wish to congratulate the 
mo~~r and S•'eonder of the Address in Reply. 
I tmnk the House is to be congratulated 
upon the return of Mr. Bell, who will prove 
himRPlf a v,orthy sucee_,,c,or to the late mem­
ber for Fassifern, Mr. \Vicnholt. I notice 
one sent~n~e !n the Governor's .Speech which. 
to my nunn, IS one of the mo--t Import;mt and 
truthfn,l stat0ments contained in the Sp ,ech. 
It reaaOJ as follows:-

•' On the success of tln primarv pro­
ell''' rs depends tho pro··perity ~£ the 
State." 

There is no doubt that that is a correct state­
nFnt, e~nd the prosperity of the primary 
produc0rs can be brought about by liberal 
land lawsJ ~~e~P·onablo raihvay freight::;, Inini­
mum hxa1 1011, and good se« ''Ons. I do not 
prd0nc! to say that tho G ovornment can give 
the pnmary 1n-oducers of Queensland gqod 
sc·a~o1 ''''•. but I ~··rtair;ly think thPv can pass 
le,~,.~,atwn whicJ: w1!! promote the pros­
J;cn"y of the pnmary prodncers. I should 
hke to ,.ce the prosperity of the primary 
produr'cr '-'' marked that people would flock 
awa:-- from the cities inland in order to 
share that prosperih. But what do we 
find in Australia to-d.ay? We find that in­
stead of people going out \Vest, they are 
makmg for thn seaboard and establishincr 
thmm:elves in the various canitals of th~ 
Co_m!'wn~.-ealth. The r~ason fo-r that, in my 
opunon, IS, that the pnmary producer is not 
as prospaous as he should be. Reference 
is made in the Speech to the establishment 
of abattoirs in and around Brisbane The 
time is ripe for the establishme.nt of 
abattoir~, not only in Brisbane but also 
~n other large towns of Queensland. But 
If we ha•,,, abattoirs in Brisbane thev must 
be self-supporting, and must no't be" a tax 
on tho rest of the State. The revenue from 
th.em fhoulc~ be sufficient for their upkeep, 
Without havmg to tax those people who are 
not fortunate enough to have abattoirs in 
their district. There has been a consider­
able amount of discussion, not only in this 
House, but throughout the length and 
breadth of the country during the Federal 
election campaign, in connection with the 
meat\\orks which are being erected on the 
Brisbane River.. We have been told by 
members opposite and by other speakers 
who took part in the Federal election that 
we are going to have here the American 

meat trust, and that it will be the ruin of 
Queensland. I believe the opposite. We 
were also told that this particular company 
was driven out of another State-that owing 
to the fact that there was a Labour Govern­
ment in New South \Vales, the meat trust 
were not able to establish themselves in that 
State. 

l'dr. Bow;IAN: That is quite lru~. 

Mr. MORGAN: It is absolutely incorrect. 
They never made any application to estab­
lish themselves in any State of Australia. 
If they had wished to establish themselves 
in any other State than Queensland, they 
could have done so by complying with the 
laws of that State. 1'hey simply did what 
any ordinary sane busine'S men would do­
they sent a representative to the different 
States in order to ascertain which State was 
n1o.~·t suitable for their opFlrations, and they 
discoycrcd that there is the raw material in 
Quccncland which no other State possesses. 
The figures show that Qu,ensland has 
5, 715,251 head of c:cttl", or 43 per cont. of 
the cattle in Australia; New South \Vales, 
3,085,324 h0ad, or 27 · 7 per cent. of the whole 
of the c"ttle in Australia; and Vi,·t.oria, 
1,647,127 head, or 13 · 2 per o<mt. of the whole 
of the cattle in Australia. Victoria produces 
40 · 7 per cent. of the buitor made in Aus­
i'ralia, New South \Vales 39 per cent., and 
Ouc"'nslmd 13 per c,ent. Those fignrcs go 
to ''how that a great proportion of the cattle 
in Victoria and New South \Vales are dairy 
cc..l'~k, and are not suitable for mt·:ct ex­
portation "\Vorks. The campany, reco~nising 
tl~ :'lt QuQP11sland is t1:o 1nost '2initable ~'~:?.te in 
which to carrv on their operations, decicir>d 
to <·•-tab!ish I~eatworks in Bri,bane. 'l'he 
figures I h:;vc quoted go to show that they 
neYer wanted to ectablish themselves in 
Victoria or New South \Vales. As a matter 
of fact. those two Ste.tcs "onld be g!ad to 
have them if they would go there. I have 
it from a member of the Victorian Parlia­
ment, that they never made applicat_ion for 
P"rmission to e'ltablish themselve" m that 
State, and I have gone to the trouble• to 
ase··rtain that they never made application 
to the PrcmiN of Qucensland, l\1r. Denham. 

lYir. BowMA:!\: \Vasn't there an agreement 
between them and the Government? 

:!\Ir. MORGAN: Ko. That company is 
spending £250,000 in erecting meatworks in 
Brisbane, and when the works are fully 
manned tlwy will employ twice the number 
of men that are employed in any m0atwork3 
at pre"mt existing in Brisbane, and surely 
we ought all to be proud that tlwy have 
come to Brisbane. 

~Ir. KIRWAN: Suppose they wipe out the 
other meatworks? 

Mr. MORGAN: If we were always to 
suppose that kind of thing, we should never 
have anv new firms engaging in any in­
dustry, whether it be the boot manufac­
turing industry or the clothing industry or 
any other industry, beC'ause there would be 
a fear that a new firm or company would 
wipe out the firms at present doing business 
in that particular line. The trouble is that 
members oppositfl do not want to see the 
grazicr and the man on the land get fair 
prices for their beef. It is quite possible 
for the price of cattle to rise at least 50 per 
cent. in Brisbane without there being any 

Jl{r. Moryrm.] 



230 Address in Reply. [ASSEMBLY.] Address in Reply. 

necessity to charge the people any more for 
the beef than they are paying to-day. A 
letter recently appeared in a Brisbane news­
paper, in which the writer proved by ·actual 
figures that the beef and products of a beast 
which cost £7 in Brisbane-that is, a 7-cwt. 
beast-were worth £14. Now, we know that 
cattle do noo bring more than £1 per 100 
lb.-and that is more than the average price 
during the last twelve months-and it goes 
to show that a 700-lb. beast was worth £14 
when retailed, while the price paid for a 
beast at the meatworks here is only £7. 
That means a difference of 100 per cent. in 
the two prices. Is it reasonable to say that 
the expenses amount to 100 per cent. for 
placing the beast on the local market, or on 
the market in London? 

Mr. BKitTRAM: The hon. member for Enog­
gera is laughing at you. 

Mr. MORGAN: I do not care whether he 
is laughing or not. I am stating facts, and 
if he can say anything about them, he is -at 
liberty to get up and do so. 

Mr. TROuT: Keep your hair on. (Laugh­
ter.) 

Mr. MORGAN: We have heard a lot 
about John Cooke, ·and we have here the 
spectacle of John Cooke joining with hon. 
members opposite in this matter. Everyone 
recognises who John Cooke is. He has a 
big monopoly himself, and is concerned in 
a trust or ring or co1nbine, or whatf''Ver 
hon. members call it. He has mDatworks all 
over Queensland and New South \Yales 
and Victoria, and he is combining with han. 
members opposite for the purpos•." of keeping 
out any other meat company. Is it not 
natural that John Cooke should object to 
an;~- other meat company starting in Queens­
land? He has got the cream of the trade 
himself at present, and he objects to the 
comr;dition, and the opposition which will 
como from the other mf';;t' company. It is 
only by competition and opposition in this 
trade that price, will eventually reach the_ir 
proper level. 

Mr. KIRWAN: You do not want compe­
tition in the pure seeds. 

Mr. HuXHAJ\I: Was not John Cooke 
squeezed out of the Argentine? 

Mr. MORGAN: I don't know if John 
Cooke was sqm·ezed out of the Argentine 
or not, but you heard the figures quoted by 
the han. member for Drayton the other day. 
I do not want to repeat them, but it was 
shown that in the Argentine the graziers wer€ 
paid £13 lOs. t;o £14 for a 770-lb. boast, and 
wo were tolJ that if that meat were so:d at 
3~d. per lb. it would pay expenses, and ii 
it were sold at 4d. per lb. it would show 
a profit. 

Mr. TRODT: Was that price whole5.tle or 
retail 1 

Mr. MORGAN: I do not know; but I 
presume it was wholesale, as they deal with 
their transactions from a wholesale point of 
view. It goeA to show that in the Argentine 
they get £13 lOs. or £14 for a beast for 
which we would only get £7 in Queensland, 
and yet when they sell the meat at 3~d. o:r 
4d. per lb. they make a profit out of it at 
that price. 

Mr. TROUT: Meat of the same quality? 

[J'If r'. :Morgan. 

Mr. MORGAN: I reckon as ~ega~ds 
quality that the Queensland _me;,tt IS diffi­
cult to beat. So far :>s grazmg cattle are 
concerned, Queensland cattle cannot be beaten 
in any part of the world. 

Mr. 'I'ROUT : Do you think artificial feeding 
is better? 

Mr. MORGAN: Yes, it is, and it would 
put more wei ITht on to the beast, but they 
would get th':'. advantage, as tJ:Ie buying 
is done by weight. It has nothmg to do 
with the sweetness of the meat, as the 
buying is done by weight. 

Mr. TROUT : The people do not value 
quality, then? 

Mr. MORGAN: They do not in Brisbane 
because you have got to pay jus~ t~c same 
price for a bit of steak whether It IS tough 
or not. (Laughter.) I intend to say some~ 
thing about the proposed amendm~nt of 
the Elections Act. We must all admit that 
there is a necessity for .an amendment ol 
the Act. So far as the postal vote is con­
cerned, I represent a country electorate, and 
in the interests of country vot-ers who 
have sometimes to go 30 and 40 miles to 
a polling-booth, I conside! that _the postal 
vote is neces·mry. There IS certamly a ne· 
cessity for electoral reform in Quconsland, 
and everything shou!d be done to <:'nable 
people to record their votes. Every demo­
crat-and I claim that I am a democrat-;­
should do his best to sec that everyone 1s 
given an opportunity. of recording _h_is vat''· 
In the Federal electiOn laws proviswn was 
made for seamen who were at sea voting by 
post, but there was no such provision for the 
unfortunate old man and woman who have 
to go 100 miles to the polling-booth. The 
Federal Govornment did not extend the 
sam'' privileges to these old peop!e. Why 
was that? It was because they dJEcovered 
that the postal votes always went against the 
Labour party. 

:Yir. HDxHA;;r: They found out more than 
that. They found out how it was done" 

:!'vir. MORGAN: I think that with cprtain 
restrictions we should reintroduce the postal 
vote. So far as the Election·, Tribunal i_s 
concerned, as a sitting member of that tri­
bunal and one who occupied a oeat last 
vcar 'd th<:l court, I can only say that the 
quicker that Act is wiped out. the botte:·· 
(Hear, hear!) I suggpst that !11 future. If 
any election disputes are to be dealt with, 
they should be heard by three judges only, 
and no advocates should b1' allowed to ap­
pear on either side. I consider that a great 
n.mount of time is wasted through advocates 
h"cing allowed to appear, and a lot of money 
also. It woL!ld be far better to allc;w the 
question to be settled . by three JUd~es. 
\Vith regard to mar"up1al boards, I thmk 
ihat they should be abolished altogether, as 
thcv have outlived their use-fulness. In 
introducing a deputation to the Minister for 
Agriculture the other day, I was pleased to 
know that he was sympathetic with the sug­
gestion to a certain extent, and he told us 
of two or three instances where the boards 
had already been wiped out. What d_oes 
that mean? It means that when marsupu1)s 
a.re caught in that area, the sca~per~ w_Ill 
take the scalps into another board s district 
and receive payment for the scalps. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : Perfectly true. 

Mr. MORGA~: If tho hon. momber for 
Carnarvon were here, he could tell us t~at 
the scalpers from New South Wales brmg 
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scalps over the border into Queensland and 
receive payment for them by the Queens­
land marsupial boards. Owing to the high 
price of kangaroo and marsupial furs now 
it is sufficient inducement for scalpers to 
destroy the animals for their skins without 
receiving payment for the scalps as well. 
I know a man in my district who makes 
as much as £10 a week by the destruction of 
marsupials, and when a man makes that 
wage he does not want to receive payment 
for scalps in order to encourage the de­
struction of the marsupials. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Quite right. 

Mr. MORGAN: The marsupial is like the 
blackfellow. He goes in front of the white 
man. It is different with the foxes, spar­
rows, and the other imported pests, which 
follow civilisation, and sleep under your 
houses and in your henroosts and thrive 
there quite contented. (Laughter.) 

Mr. KIRWAN: And prickly pear. 

Mr. MORGAN: Yes, we have the prickly 
pear too. It is those pests that follow setrle­
ment that have to be dealt with, and the time 
is ripe not only for talk but also for action 
for the destruction of foxes and sparrows. I 
know what damage they have done in Vic­
toria, and they will do thB same here. The 
foxes have killed thou<\ands of lambs in Vic­
toria, and as soon as a bad time comes here 
and food becomes scarce, we will have the 
foxes killing off our lambs. In Victoria, in 
the Gippsland distrirt, the farmprs joined to­
gether and laid a trail 50 miles long, one 
connecting with the other, and they laid 
poi<·•on over the "hole trail. The result was 
that 5,f00 foxes wer<e killed by that means. 
That shows to what extent the fox is be­
coming a pobt in Victoria. \\Te also have 
tho spetrrows in Brisbane and Toowoomba, 
cPdainly not to any ver0 great extent, but 
the very tnoment 1-ve bccmne an important 
"" h0at-gro\ving cenh·o. if we ever do, the 
sparrow will do ex:tctly "hat it is doing in 
Victoria to-daY-it will cause the loss of 
millions through the uhtruction of wheat. 
Every year in Victuria hundreds of acr['s of 
wheat arc destroyed by the sparrow, and it 
is time action was taken here. It is no use 
waiting until the pest is as bad as the prickly 
pear. I have heard it said that Mr. Tyson 
advo< '"ted the destruction of the prickly-pear 
pest in its infancy, and he was laughed at. 
Perhaps if that gentleman's advice had been 
taken at the time, we would not now be 
IP3re advocating tho destruction of that pest_ 
and some hundreds of thou,ands of acres 
would not now be ah-olutely lost to the 
State. I a!po wish to touch on prickly-pear 
destruction, and, as most rn~mbers are aware, 
I introduced an important deputation re­
c•mtly to the Secretary for Public Lands, 
and I must say that I was very pleased, as 
also were the members of the deputation, 
with the results given to us by the Minister. 
In mnny respeds he met our wishpq straight 
away, without any demur, and in others 
he promired to place the matters before the 
Cabinet, and I feel sure. if those resolutions 
are gone into carefully by the C'abin0t, that 
more of our wishes will be carried into 
effect. I happen to personally know Mr. 
Robert,, the gentleman who has taken up a 
large tract of country at Dulacca, and I also 
have ha<l an opportunity of inspecting, on 
more than one occasion, the experiments car-

ried out by that gentleman. In fact, I take 
a very keen interest in the matter, and as 
a man who has spent a considerable amount 
of money in destroying pear, I can hon­
estly say, as a layman, that, as f~r as my 
opinion goes, I think Mr. Roherts 1s on the 
right track. (Hear, hear !) So far, he has 
not demonstrated to the public that he can 
absolutely destroy the pear, but there is no 
donbt that Mr. Roberts has demonstrated to 
himself and to anyone who is behind him 
that he can de,troy the pear. 

Mr. HUNTER: Sir Rupert Clark. 

Mr. MORGAN: It does not matter who 
is behind him. I have heard that Sir ~u­
pert Clark is one man who has put money 
int<J it, but what do we care who has put 
money into the venture, so long as we get 
the 100,000 acres clc,ared. I know the cou!'­
trv and I know it is the densest pear m 
a~y part of Queensland. At the present 
time the whole of that area 1s vacant to the 
State. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Useless. 

Mr. MORGAN: A great portion of it has 
been open to selection for the las~ five years 
at nil, and nobody wonld take 1t up. All 
yon had to do was to come along and select 
any particular block, and the Governn1ent 
would give you the freehold absolutely for 
nothir.g, w long as you ?!eared the pear. 
That is the land that th1s gentleman has 
t,ll,en up, and if he destroys the pear on ~hat 
ar('a, must we not all admit that ~e IS a 
b' nefactor so far as Queensland IS con­
cerned? My only regret is t~is: I do not 
think the Secretary for Public La:t;td

1
g has 

met him fairly and squarely. I thm.<: the 
::\1inistu could have given !iim a bette: deal 
in the matter of dispnt<>s. If any d1spute 
<exish between the Lands Dcpt11:tm~nt and 
hirmmlf, under tho agreernont, 1t IS prhc­
tically left to the Lands Department to de­
cide what is to happen. Mr. Robcrt.s ';anted 
it rderrcd to th·• r.-,urt-to le1we 1t m the 
hands of a jud~e-and I tJ;ink we must all 
adn1it that if a dispu-te cxrsts bctw~en ~wo 
contractinc; Pnrti,< s it is only a fau th:ng 
that a judge. should be broug~t in to demde 
who is in the right, and who m the wrong. 

The SECxtETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : Thf' 
Government would not be hard.$ 

Mr. MORGAN: I hope they won't, but 
we do not know who will be m power. I 
say Mr. Roberts should not be und<'r the 
thumb of anv Government or any man, and 
if there is a ·dispute between the two parties 
he should haYe the sal11f' right as anybody 
dsc. 

Mr. GILLIES: He is in the same position 
as an ordinary selector. 

Mr. ~~lORGAN: In many instances he is not 
in the same position as an ordinary ,,,]ecto.r, 
and if :von will read the agreement you wrll 
find he is under altogether different conditions. 
In common with other members, there 11re, so 
far as my electoraw is concerned, one_ or 
two railwavs that I would like to mentiOn. 
The han. ri:wmher for Dalby ment\oned the 
'Tara Railway, and I am cer~ainly of op~nion 
that that line should be earned on as quwkly 
as the Government can poF.sibly manage it. 
There are somG hundreds of settlers living 
about 40 or 50 miles away from that par­
ticular extension, and unless the railway is 

M1·. Mm~qrm.l 
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carried on, as the member for Dalby stated, 
it will not be a payable proposition, and a 
great number of those men will have to 
leave their selections. 'rhey cannot carry on 
for a great time longer unless they get rail­
way communication, and if the railway is 
extended to Surat, it will open up some of 
the finest land we have in South-western 
Qu<'en·sland. A lot of that land is under lease, 
and will eventually be available for close 
settlement. The line from Milos to Taroon1 
is now progressing, and very good work has 
been clone up to the present time, but I do 
hope the Government will not allow it to 
stop at Juandah. When we tabled that line 
it was to be a railway from Milts to Ta.­
room, and I hope anothm' section will be 
tabled so that it will reach its objective. 
'I'ho line v. as meant to tap all the land in 
the Taroom district, and unleos the line goes 
there within the next two or three years, I 
am quite sure the greater portion of th<ct 
country vcill be as badly infested with pea.r 
as the land round J uandah and Rochedalc 
is at the present time. The hon. monber 
for JI/Iaryborough mentioned that whc\,t­
grmving \Yas not progru.:,in ~ as well in 
Quepm,land as it mi:;-ht, and It is to be m­
gretb,d that this is an ab,,olute fact. \Ve 
cannot deny that wh~atgrowing in QuceL~­
lancl has not made any progress durin;; the 
L~st seven or Bight veald> not\vithstandinO' 
tlw fact that hundred; of ~<>ttlm·s haYe com~ 
up from Yictoria and New South \Vales 
who ar'' what we might rnll profesoional 
wheatgrowu ':-men v,ho understand whe,tt­
~Towing in :every l;htic·e-dry farming, .and 
m every other respect they know it fron1 
A to Z. 'iVhy lMs the :.;rowine· of wheat not 
increaRccl in Que,·nslarld? ~:in1ply ber.:tu·c 
these n1en are not prp,Jarcd to carrv nn ex.­
pc-rin1ent1.l fanns. Th~ ::~e n.:en aro 'not 1)1'0-
pared to conH'. to this country with diiTe~~ent 
c·~iu1atic conditions to that' ~xistinrr in the 
whoat;.;rowing portions of the othc~ Statres, 
to frO in fo:· CXpcriLd0l1fal fanning, :tnd prolJ­
abl:, f'ventually 1 ~~H"~ vvhatr,ver C.lnilal Hwv 
have .. T~H~y are devoting their attention no\V 
to dairVIng because th~'Y kno;,v that dairv­
ing ·will bring in a certain rovenuc. Th~y 
!Jl'e also devoting their attention to graY­
mg •. h'' au'c they know that grazing to a 
<;crtam extcr:t pays. '\Vheatgrowing will not 
rrncasc 1~nt•l the Govcrt;tm0nt arc prepared 
to <'stabhsh demonstration farms-not <'X­
periir;"ntal far,ns-let . them take up a 
CC'rum block of land hka the farmers have 
to do-it n1ight be a prickly-p("ar 80lection 
-and g2t practical n1en, not Pcientific n1en­
rcal g-o?d nractical farmers who have grown 
wheat m the other Stat<'s, to take ow•r the 
manag-ement of thos" demonstration farms. 
in o;·d,•r to show that wheatgrowing will 
pay. The f_armer who is prepared to follow, 
verv oftnn IS not prepared to take the lead. 
and if the Government sot the example and 
showed by ocular demonftration that wheat­
g-row,.ing can ho Inado a financial success. 
then we will ha,·o hundreds of thousands of 
~ere:; placed under wheat but until that time 
com£>s whcatgrowing will only go on in 
small areas. Everv farmer more or less in 
mv district has nlanted sn~all f!Uantitie; of 
wheat--10 or 12 aores,-ancl they are not, 

going- to the expense of putting 
f9 p.m.] in 300 or 400 acr<'s. which would 

be costly-as bon. members know, 
tho cost of the machinery alone amounts to 
so'?o hundreds of pounds-they are not 
gomg to expend all that money on machin· 
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cry unless they know that the climatic con­
ditions here are going to be suitable. And I 
think it is the duty of the Government to 
c-,tablish these demonstration farms and 
show these men that wheatgrowing is going 
to be a linanc1al succ,eo>, and when that is 
done, in a very few years we will have 
largD ships coming here as they have in the 
Southern States, New South W aks, Vic­
toria, and South Australia. I now want to 
say something in connection with education. · 
As members know, we haye a dentist and an 
oculist employed by the Department of Edu­
cation-I do not know how many, but, at 
any r..h,, we have one d(ntist and one ocu­
li't going round th'.' State, and they are 
doing good work, but unfortunately the 
country portions of the State-or a great 
number o£ the country portions of the State, 
whc:re we are milBs away from the nearest 
don~ist or .any doctor at the present time­
are not getting the services of these men. 
In my {'] otorate we have had one visit from 
the ,;cu!i,t, and he visited only the towns 
on tho railway line. and did not, so to speak, 
go inh the backbloch, The people in the 
country appreciate the action of the Govern­
rb::nt in appointing these n1en; they look 
on it c:s a skp iu the right direction, but 
th,~y think that if no more men arc to be 
appointed, they should devote th<:m;,,•lvG''' to 
tho places where tho parents have no oppor· 
tnnitv for getting advice as those in the 
larg~..'~' towns have. Take, for in3tance, Bris­
hanC'. The parents ther~ have only to go a 
few V,',;·d.', so to speuk, .and they get the at· 
ienti~..,n they wo,nt at a very S'Hall cost. It 
j, very different when th2y haYe to drive 
60 or 70 miles to tho ne2rest doctor. In 
• 1 di·otrict thr,re are people who are 100 
1I1}les f1~0n1 the nearest dcctor, and it is only 
n,stural, if tho Governin-ent are going on 
with. this system-~s I hope they will-that 
the people in places far removed from cities 
an.J tovvns ,vill receh'e first attention. \Ve 
alec notice that n ~itation is c tarkd in vari­
ous parts of Quc"3nsland for high schools. I 
have no objection to high ?chools; I think 
we should try to cducato our children to as 
high standard as po??ible, but I certainly 
think it is tho fir,;t duty of the GoYcrnment 
to ',ce that ever;· child has a State school 
0ducation before "they go in for high schools 
and a Uni,·ersity, and so on. I think that 
they sho,,ld educate all the children up to 
a certain standard, and then, if the money 
is available, it is time to talk a.bout high 
>cJwols in the country towns. vVc know 
that the people in the count,·y towns say th!"y 
have as much right to high schools as those 
in the larger towns, and so they have. In 
tho city. by nwans of technical coilep:es and 
w on, and g-rammar schools, the children can 
f!'O ri <l'ht through from the Statp school to 
the Universitv with verv little exnense to 
the parents, 'vhereas in "the country, if we 
want to take a child from the ordinary State 
school and send him to som,ething higher. 
it costs us from £80 to £100 a Vf\rtr for each 
one if we send him to Brisbane or some· 
where else. I maintain that it is the duty 
of tl:o State to se:3 that the childron in the 
country get their education before it g·oes 
in for thc:;e technical colleges and high 
schools, and so on. There is another matter 
with which I wish to deal, and that is the 
tick boundaries. \V e read in the newspapers 
11bout the agitation for the shifting of the 
tick boundary on the south coast. In what 
is known as Schc'dule W-that is, taking 
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in the area b!Otween Goondiwindi and Dalby, 
and to a certain extent out \Vest-we find 
that cattle shifting from Queensland to New 
South Wale, have got to be dipped once. 
Theoe cattlo are living in an area that was 
never known to have a tick, yet we, who 
sell our stock to New South Wales, are com­
pelled to lose a certain percentage in the 
price of each head simply because they have 
to be dipped, and we know that dipping 
moans that a certain amount of condition is 
lost. The New South Vialcs buyers, during 
the last twelve months or so, have been 
operating in Schedule W, and they have 
bought up to 12,0r0, and they have sent 
them by road and train to Sydney, and they 
have given the graziers out there from 15s. 
to £.1 per head more than they could have 
got rf they had sent them to Brisbane and 
sold them in the yards here. These buyers 
wcr , ronfined to Schedule Vv, because if 
they had gone outside it they would have 
lnd to dip the cattle twice and keep them 
a r ,cr·tain time before taking them over tho 
J:.,>rder. So 1 he people in the "\'~lest were 
gottillg from 15s. to £1 a head more for 
their C{lttle than the moatworb would have 
gi\'ltl th.:;m for. stock of equal quality and 
equal werght, smrply because th.oy were in 
what is c~lled tb: tick-infested area. I hope 
the Minister will try to do away with the 
dipping· in 1hoso d!:;tricts. All we ask i' 
that an in:s;wcti,m should be made-a crush 
insp<-· tion~on tho bc.nler, and "\Vhen the 
c .t!lc arc found to be clean by the inspr,rtor 
thev <,lwuld ho allowed over the border into 
~ew South \Vales ,,-ithout dipping. 

M1·. GILL IF', : 1\ew South "\Vales \vill not 
stand th .. ; t. 

Mr. MORGAN: Exact!v; and I want to 
im,,rc'% upon the I11inistc"r the nc:'cssity of 
doi:1g .. n, a~~ "\Vith that dipping, so that thr" 
peep!· in New South \Vales who buv our 
'tock will not have them knocked about bv 
the dipping. W·3 have heard a groat deal 
from hon. members opposite about tlw trams 
an_J. in n1y hun1ble opinion thc_\T are pur~ 
su1ng a course of rovet~g·c. Simply because 
the manager of the company ~)~ood out 
agnin·t certain demands and a certain up­
heaval was caused, \ve find that at every 
opportunity something is said about that 
particular system. Now, I have been in the 
other cities of Australia, and have inspected 
and riddC>n in the trains there and mv 
opinion is that Brisbane has the b~st, or one 
of the best, systems that exist in Australia_ 
There is no doubt about that, and tlwy 
more tha·, favourably compare with those in 
New South \Vales, that arc run bv the 
State; and until every line into agrict;ltural 
distci:'to is completed, I should , cc,rtainly 
oppose any move on the part of any Govern­
ment to borrow money to buy those trams. 
If money is wanted for the construction of 
any railway into an agricultuml district, I 
think it should be used in that way, before 
we spend it in buying up a tram system which 
i" givint; general satisfaction. Take our rates. 
\Vo can ride for a penny here on different 
so0tions, whereas in Victora, unless you buy 
one shilling's worth of tickets, it costs you 
1~d., and if you only buy one ticket it costs 
you 3d. We get the same ride here for a 
penny. "\Ve certainly get. a long ride for 
3d., and the officials are all that can be 
expected from the point of view of civilitv. 
You will often see the conductors got o.ff 
tho trams to help an old lady or a child 

on the trams. You will not see that in 
Sydney. You will hear them singing out 
and bustling you, asking you to get along up 
the high steps of the inconvenient trams, but 
here you have nothing but civility. As 
one who uses the trams to a certain extent, 
I l'av thev are a credit to Queensland and 
a cr:cdit "to the manager. I also wish to 
speak in connection with the Agricultural 
Bank, the management of which is, I think, 
a standing disgrace. I have had a great 
number of case•, brought before me, and I 
c•rhtinly think that the whole of the manage­
lllent should be inquired into. The men 
who are managing that particular bank have 
proved themselves complete failures, and 
eomcthin~ should be done to place the 
bank on "a mucit more substantial basis. I 
have one particular ca•e here, which only 
came to hand a day or two ago, and this 
is onlY one of ·the number that I have handed 
to the Thlini.lter for Agriculture, and have 
made inquirir'· about at the bank myself. 
.'1. man "as allowed to borrow £150-£120 
for the Nection of a house and £30 towards 
th{· erection of a fence. It \-Yns all apprDved 
of, and cy,,rythin:; satisfactorily ftxed up. 
He built hi,, house and received his £120. 
That left £30 outstanding for a fenc,<J. He 
wrote and said that, owing to the fact that 
he was £"Ding to run sheen on the property 
-that other neighbours wer:e making a suc­
CC'SS of sheep-instead of a post and wire 
fc'nCf' he wanted to erect · netting, which 
waul~! cost £80. He asked if he would be 
allo"'''d tu me thr> £30 which the bank were 
holding for dro erection of a fence towards 
tho 11' tting, and if hn could after that re­
uive a further adY~nce of £50 to pay the 
£80 on tho nettin;;--that meant practically 
an advance altogethet of £200. They Wr?te 
back to him and said, "Yes; you can grve 
th<' order for the netting to Webster; 
gd the netting and go on with the. fence." 
The man got the £80 worth of nettmg sent 
up, and erected Iris hnce. He wrote down 
to tell them that tho fence was erected, and 
~pnt the order to \Vebster's to be paid. Tho 
bank paid over the £30 which they held, and 
,ent tho man back for!,IS to apply for the 
C'xtra £50, in order that he might get tho 
loan, and c~·crything \Vas fixed up and sent 
back to the banlc Then he got a ]f,tter from 
the Agricultural Bank stating that, owing 
to the fact that he had bought the netting 
before the second £50 was agreed to, they 
could not advance him the £50 to pay for 
the netl.i>;g-. TllP m:m is in this position: 
that, while tho bank have paid £30 to 
\Vebstcr's the £50 is still due, and he does 
not know' how to meet it. 

Mr. HuXTER: Didn't you vote against an 
amendnwnt of the Act that would have pro­
vented that happening? 

}Ir. :\IORGAK: It would not have pre­
vented thio at all. This is an act of ad­
ministration. I sav that the Act itself is 
sufficient. and th"at the cause of the 
trouble is the paltry downrig·ht negli­
o·ent administration on tho part of the 
bank managers. The Act is quite good 
enough if it was only administered in a pro­
per way. That is only one of scores of 
instances. Men are applying every day f~r 
an advance. They apply for . £200; the;r 
securitv is not good enough for tho £200, 
and they get a letter stating that they cannot 
~et 1111 ad.-ance because the security is not 
;ufficient. They are not told that their 
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security won't allow of an advance of £200, 
but that it will allow an advance of £100, and 
they have to go through the whole process 
again in applying for :£100 which their 
security will entitle them to get. Surely, 
any ordinary business man, with common 
sense, would not conduct the business on 
those particualr lines [ It is useless for the 
bank to carry on under the present system 
of management. I wish to deal with one or 
two matters in connection with the Labour 
party's platform, as outlined by the leader 
of the Opposition, and I am quite sure when 
the farmer is asked to say which platform he 
prefers, he will naturally want to have n 
say in the construction of that particular 
platform before he is prepared to have it 
slung at him. 

Mr. KIRWAN: Is he im·ited to join your 
party and have a say? 

Mr. MORGAN: He is invited to join and 
have a say, bnt it would be interesting to 
know how many real farmers attended the 
different conferences where the Labour plat­
form was drawn up-how nutny fanners 
ass!sted in drawing up the different planks 
whrch apply to agriculturists and farming 
geqerally. 

Mr. HUNTER: It would e,i·.e YOU a big 
shock if you did know. • 

Mr. MORGAN: We are told that this par­
ticular party believes in the further en­
couragemDnt of co-operative principles in 
connection with butter and cheese making. 
\V:e know that as far as Queensland is con­
cerned, the co-operative principle is working 
admirably and mo,t :,uccessfully and that 
it has been gone into in all parts' of Queens­
land. The deputy leader of the Opposition 
stated that in South 1\ustralia the State 
Export Company and the freezing works were 
~he pro,duct o~ the L~~bom party, but that 
IS abso,utcly mcorrcct. Tho Labour partv 
were not rcH;ponsible for tho formation <>~f 
the State Export Company in 1895. :::vlr. 
Kingston, the then Premier, was the man 
who introduced that particular measure in 
the House, and I am quit,, certain that no 
member opposite c:m say that Mr. KingFton 
was ever a member of the Labour party. 
\Vhy was that measure introduced into 
South Australia? Simply because, at that 
particular time in Victoria, different firms 
established in !he freezing industrv were 
freezing the lambs for the farme1:s, and 
sending them home to the old country. There 
were not sufficient lambs in South Australia 
at that time to warrant any private indi­
vidual going in for fropzing works, ahd tlw 
Government, in order to encourage the in­
dustry, came forward and said, ",\!though 
we make a Jc",s Oil the industrv. for a few 
~ears "' e will encourage the f;;,~mH to fO 
m for the lamb-raising industry." That 
was done, and for the first few years the 
industry was carried on at a lo'"· EYentu­
ally, it proved a great success. 

Mr. HUNTER: Under the Price GoYern­
ment. 

Mr. MORGAN: l:nder a Liberal Govern­
ment. vVhy was it necessary to establish it 
there? Simply because there was not suf­
ficient raw material at that time. Here in 
Queensland W() have a co-operative company 
forming for the purpose of going in for the 
frozen Iamb industry, and establishing 
freezing works on the Downs. It is the duty 
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of the Governmenb to help that co-operative 
company in every possible way-to try and 
assist them to bring about the establishment 
of the very much-needed indmtry in Queens­
land. I know what it means, coming as I 
do from a district in Victoria where lamb­
raising was one of the main products, and if 
it is introduced into Queensland, it will 
proye one of the finest things ever intro­
duced herP. And what 'better system can be 
inaugurated than a co-operative system, 
without any control from the State officials, 
where the farmers and the growers have con­
trol and management r Is it not only 
natural, when thcs!J people are working undel' 
co-operative principles, that that particular 
industrv is bound to do better and estab­
lish itself on a firmer footing than if it was 
run under State control'! We also have a 
statement from the leader of the Opposition 
that StatD agencies for all farm produce, 
with the view of pstablishing standard prices, 
will be formed, provided the sociali~ts get 
into power. If they fix a standard pl:!C<J for 
wheat~-

An OPPOSITION MEMBER: Don't they fix it. 
110\Y? 

:3-lr. :MORGAN: Is it not absolutely im­
possible to fix a standard price for anything 
that we export? If we were only growing 
Lnough for our o'\\'11 rrquirernenh, it. n1ight 
be pos,ible to fix a standard price, hut the 
moment we begin to Dxport-us we export 
butter, cheese, and meat-then the priCe is 
lixed in the old country. It is not fixed in 
Australia at all, and it is ridieulu1s for 
an:, h1dy to talk about our fixing a standard 
price. One of the great facilitic ., offered by 
tll"l party onnosite for land settlement is 
the perpelm~l-leccse system. Is it not extra­
ordinary that the moment one of the socialists 
decides to !el'(ve the citv and g·o on the land 
h" alwa vs rmhes for ·freehold r 'nditions? 
It was ~;1nusing to 1ne to listen to r: srP "Ch 
deliverDd by Senator Stewart in Mllr•"< dur­
ing the election campaign. He "aid that 
the people \Vere vvanting a raihvay from 
MiLs to Taroom; that the peopiD thern, teak 
up Ia"d at lOs. an acre, and when the 
1·ailway got to Taroom that land would be 
>vorth '30s. an acre, and the pDople who had 
talcen it up at lOs an acre would gd :£1 -an 
acre for which they had not done anythi:>g· 
Now, the people who had been struc,glmg 
along at Taroom for years ha.-e not been 
nw.king- a living which is equivalent to 
d0ccnt \vages, and, the Inmncnt they get a 
mib 'ly, the sociaJi,·h want to deprive them 
of the increased value of their land, which 
onlv amounts in the long run to wages actu­
allv Darned. It has ber•n said befor" in this 
Hou"e that not 10 per cent. of the dairy 
farms in QueensL1nd pay. 

.An OPPOSITION lYlEMBER : Arc the l'Cnt., too 
high? 

2\Ir. MORGAN. No; the price of their 
product is tcco low. I ·have here a halance­
slwet which has been sent to me by a dairy 
f~.rme.r. omd I do not think anybody who 
pr<>tends to know anything about farming 
will say that the figures are extravagantl.Y 
high. During six months of the Y'car th1s 
man's cheque for cream averages :£70 per 
month. I think the hon. member for Dray­
ton will say that the average cream cheque 
on the Downs does not exceed £50 per 
month. These are the wages and .allow­
ance for keep for this man and his family, 
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because he is entitled to reckon what they 
would earn if they were working for some­
one else-

Wages Paid Keep 
per Month. per Month. 

Father £8 £2 
Mother £4 £2 
Son (18 years) £4 £2 
Daughter (16 years) £3 £2 
Son (14 years) ... £2 £2 
Son (12 years) £2 £1/10 
Son (8 ye;.rs) £1 £1/10 
Man £6 £2 

The total for wages anti keep amounts to 
£45 per month. He has 1,000 acres, the 
present value of which is £3 per acre. That 
means a capital of £3,000. He has 90 cows 
which, at £4 each, are worth £360. Ho.rse~ 
and vehicles to carry the cream and do 
tho work of the farm are valued at £100, 
and separator and cans are valued at £40. 
That makes a total capital of £3,500. In­
terest on that, at 5 per c13nt., amounts to 
£15 per month, and the carriage of the 
cream to market runs away with another 
£10 a month. That mahs his total out­
goings £70 a month-the amount he actuallv 
makes during six months of the year. ' 

Mr. BERTRA"-l : Is there no increase of 
stock? 

Mr. MORGAN: Yed. He sets the m­
crease of stock against cl<>prcciation and 
wear and tear. That is not an exceptional 
case. That man earns rather more from his 
cream than the average dairy farmer, and 

, he does not employ mora labour, bcc.mse 
on the average those people would have to 
milk fifteen rows every night and morning, 
and I think han. members will admit that 
is a fair average. I c.:>niRnd that the pri­
rnary producers arc not rnaldng as mn0h 
money as they should, and the conditions of 
people in other walks of life are much bet­
ter in every way. I certainly agree with the 
Governor's Speech that it is necess0ry 7hat 
the primary producers should l-o put in a 
s·"tisfactory conditio:1 in order that the P'O\­

peritv of Qtwensland m:ty continue, <md it 
is ncc~'--c'arY for this Govc!"nment, or anv 
ot~n r GovcrnH<mt, to do all they possibiy 
can to assist in making the man on the land 
as happy and contented as possib'e. Wo 
have heard a good deal from hon. members 
opposite about the country party. I do not 
happen to be in the "know," but I cer­
t-ainly think the time has arrived when the 
farmers should combine for their mutual 
protection. It is us nece>dary for the far­
mers to combine a; it is for t'1e wharf 
labourers or any other oody of people to 
combine to protect themselves, and sucely 
han. rnon1bers opposite v,ri1l not begrude 
the farmers the right to form a union when 
they belong to a union themselves. It is 
necessary that the farmers should have some 
organisation, but the leaders must be care­
ful what they do, otherwise they may wreck 
the movement in its infancy. The present 
Labour party was not built up in a day. 
The:r WBre organising for J'fi¥HS and years 
to bring themselve" up to their present 
position of having twenty or twenty-one 
members in this House. Even if it takes 
the farmers as long, eventually they will get 
the representation in this Chamber to which 
they are entitled. The farmers' parliamen­
tary party has done exceptionally good work 
for the farmers during the last three o.r 
four years, and, as han. members opposite 
have said, evidently the party has had a 

certain amount of influence, becau•e the 
Governor's Speech shows that many Df the 
measures that are to be introduced thie 
session are measures dealing with the man 
on the land-measures which, we think, will 
be for his benefit and protection. 

Mr. KIRWAN: Your official organ does noi 
think so. 

Mr. MORGAN: I do not know whether 
there is an official organ; but, as a farmers' 
representative, I welcome some organisation 
in order to bring the farmers together, to 
make them think alike, to make them vote 
alike, to make them combine so that they 
will get all the legislation they are entitled 
to, and will enable them to hold their own 
against any combination or organisation 
that may attempt to injure them. 

GovERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. PAYNE (Jf itclu ll) : The report ofthe 
(;ommissioner for Railways with reference 
to the extension of the railway from Long­
re;;\Ch to Stonehenge, which was tabled this 
afternoon, is to my mind misleading, as it 
states that such a line would be more ex­
pensive than a line from Blackall to ',Y t:ll!-

ford. Last year, or the year 
[9.30 p.m.] before, there were two rival rail-

way route" in Central Queens­
land, one being the line from Longreach to 
Stonehenge, or towards the Cooper \Vater~, 
and the other the line from Blackall to 
Wellford. The late Commissioner for Rail­
way,~. Mr. Thallon, in 1905 reported on the 
extcnsim1 from Longrcach to \Vindorah, a 

'distance of C:S mik" 61 chains, and he csti. 
mated the cost at £2,008 per mile. In 1908, 
tlwre was a report made on a proposed line 
from Black all to \V ellford, distance 43 miles 
65 chains, and the cost of that line was C';ti­
mated at £3 339 per mile. I cannot, thf're­
fore underst'and the nresent Oon11nissLJner 
(})1r: Evans) stating th~t the construction of 
a line from Longreach to Stonehenge: >1culd 
be more expensive than the canst, uction of 
a line from Longreach to \Yindorah. Mr. 
Evans also savs that the exten-..wn from 
Longrea. :h to' Stonelwuge is n"t well 
\\-at.ered. The previous Com1ni.;;;sioner, l\~h~. 
Thallon, mid that, with the <exception of 
one vl::_~ce, \vhere tank ""~auld b~- required,. 
ther~~ was \Vater all the way ; and anyone 
who knm\ s the locality is aware of thB fact 
that the propos~-d lino runs along the Thorn~ 
son River all the >vay, and that water can 
be got by pumping it a milo or lwo up to 
t.hc line. Speaking now of the Governor's 
Sp"'cch. I think the leader of the Labom­
party fittingly described it when he ;ai~ 
it was coleurle,c, empty, and had 11•) busi­
ness in it. Even SUDDorfers of the novcrn­
ment have dc,.cribed -it in dispara;;ing terms. 
The han. membor for Pittsworth, :Mr. Mac­
kintm~h, said it "\Vas non-com1nrtt,·t1, ·"', hich 
mc·ans that it is neither one thing nor an­
other. The han. member for Fitzroy (Mr. 
Grant) described it as a speech that might 
have come fro1n a man like Mr. Cook, ·wh(} 
did 110t know whether he would have a. 
nutjority or not, and said he could not under­
stand a Government with such .1- strong 
majority as the present GovernmAnt of 
Queensland possess bringing down '>uch a 
Speech. I agree with those han. members; 
+ho Spek:ch is really an empty affair. I 
prf'sume His Excellency's advisers are respof;t­
~.ible for the wording of the Speech, and 1f 
"o, it only shows how woefully ignonnt the;r 

Mr. Payne.] 
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.are of the largest industry of Qw,emhnd-­
the pastoral industry. I find on the very first 
pa rrc of the Spe•2ch the following remarks:-

"During the ~;ecec.s I added consider­
ably to my knowledge of Queensland 
and its people by travelling exte11sively 
in the Central, \Vestern, and Northern 
portions of the State. Throughout the 
entire journey I observed with pleasure 
the surpassing richnec-:s of the grasses, 
and the splendid condition of the sheep 
and cattle. There is ample scope for 
furth0r pastoral development, for no part 
of tho spacious and magnific·ent grc\zing 
country I passed through is stocked to 
anythmg approaching its fuJi capacity." 

·The latter statement is misleading, and 
should not have been presented to any 
deliberative As•.ombly. Those who have a 
knowledge of the paotoral industr3· and have 
been out \Vest, know that only last year :we 
were on the eve of one of the greatf st 
" busts " that was ever known in Queensland. 
If the rain had not come last winte,·, thcro 
would have bPDn greater loci;es in Q;;cdcs­
land than we have ever expedenced. C>cteer;s­
is fully stocked, but it is only natural that 
a 1nun who is u1utcquainted vdth that I- ar­
ticular industry &hould, tYhen travelling- O"' 'jr 
the count:y at the present tirne, o.nd se,j~ing 
tho g:..0ss over the she~p's backs, como_, 
to the conclusion that tho country 1;-culd 
carry 1nore stock. 'rhe n1an ':10 ~hHs svc­
cec:ded in the pastoral industry in Central 
Qw'cnsland is the man "ho has not over­
"tock,d. The Speech informs us that we arc, 
to hanl brou[ht before us a Bill tJ amend the 
Elcctiors .\ct, and I notice that it is in­
tended to reintroduce the nostal vote. I am 
not (;Oing to say Yd'Y much about that at 
the prc,0nt stage, and shall content myself 
with r :marking that it "ill be intc>rc>ting to 
observe wha• stand a number of Goyern­
ment 'upporters will take with rderenco to 
the proposal. I i'emcmber the time when a 
nurnber of mm:1b0rs ·who are no\V sittin~;· 
,over there and supporting the Government, 
<.lc,•ci·ibed tho;; po,t.rd vote ~cs rott< n. I notice 
also that we are going to have an am0nd­
ment of the Elections Tril_.un:l Act. I think 
an amendment of that Act is sad!v needeJ. 
I regrd that Parliament should 11ave heen 
dragged down in the way it was drall·ged 
down by the hon. member for Port Curtis 
th;· other night, when he deliberately statt·d 
on the floor of the House that the assessors 
who sat on his case voted party. 

Mr. KESSELL: Yes; and I repeat it now. 

Mr. PAYNE: What does the hon. member 
mean by voting narty? \Vhy was he not 
n1an enough to say whether it vvas the nlem­
bers from his own side or the members from 
this side who voted party? I was wry 
ploas.·d to see that the hon. member for 
'Wide Bay resented such a statement, which 
is a r0flection on the members of the House 
who were engaged in that case, and cer­
tainly a member who was a party to the 
case should not have made use of his privilege 
as a member of this House to make such a 
statement. I was one of the members who 
sat on that case, and I regard the statement 
·as an insult. The Speaker appoints the 
panel of assessors. I had no idea at the 
time that I could have refused to act, or I 
think I should have done so. \Ve i"O there 
and wait from 10 till 1 o'clock without a 
break. If a man wanted to go out to t!io 
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back, the case would have to be adjourned . 
You hod to be there the "-hole time. On 
one or two occasions we sat after 1 o'clock 
in order not to make the case too exn'ltl'iive 
for the parties and to save time. And this 
is the result ! The hon. gentleman comes 
back hero and savs that we voted party. 

Mr. KESSELL : Y"cs, and I repeat it again. 

Mr. PAYKE: The hon gentlPman is not 
man enough to say who voted party on 
that occasion. 

::\Ir. KE~~ELL : Not all of you. 

Mr. PAYNE : I· thiHk there should be a 
reply to this hon. gentleman. tie also 
stated that he was very sorry, as it ran him 
inb a lot of e:'~:.pense, and he lost a lot of 
monc·y by it. I want to tell the hon. 
o-entleman that if I had known .as much 
~vhen I was siting on that tribunal .as I do 
now I would have objected very strongly 
to him settling the c:tse as he did. 

Mr. K~''iELL: And if I had known a! 
much I wuuld have objected to you sitting 
a-, an a')3o::-sor. 

J'\h. PAYNE: Anyone who has read that 
rtport 1nust s·•e that son1-e of th0 rottenEst 
things <':UnA out there that ca1ne out at any 
election. \Ye h«id thP -ca;;;o of a man who 
dclib2ratoly perj ur,cd himself. I rder to ~he 
man who signed .an ai~idavit arccl called hm1-
',eli "Connors." He sworo that he voted 
at the Port Curtis elcctio;., and that he 
voted for Br<>,lin, and that he had not been 
in tll·~ "'k·: ·'·o~·'lte ;or eighteen 1nonths. 'rhat 
was his dE hvit. In the first instance he 
must have to'_! a dcliberah lie bc:'ore he got 
the balk~-paper. and hil mu,t lnve told a de· 
liberat<> lh "'' soon a·, he got the ballot­
paper. That b'ing so, it prov,•d to me-;­
and I told the judge so-and I tell thrs 
House so-it was sufficient proof to me that 
the man never votHl at all. And this man 
con1es here and l1o"\vls ab:Jut his expenses, 
although he wus the fic"t one to make over­
tures to settle the case. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. mem· 
bcr mu"t rder to the hon. me,nber for 
Pol·t Curtis by the na1ne of his electorate. 

Mr. PAYNE: If I understand the Stan­
ding Orders correcdy the only p_e\sons en­
titled to "Honourable " are Mm1sters of 
the Crown and those to ><hom it has b0en 
granted by the King. I had no int<mtion 
of bringing this m!"tter up and would not 
have r'.'ferrecl to rt at all, but the hon. 
member for Port Curtis referred to it, and 
said that the members who sat on that tri­
bunal voted party. Just fancy him saying 
that, and me knowirrg what I did. 

i\Ir. KESSELL : And me knowing what I 
did. 

Mr. PAYNE: It w:ts the hon. member 
for Port. Curtis who first made overtures, 
and he offered Breslin £400 to cry the case 
off and make an appeal to the country 
ao-~in. And 'et he rushes to this House and 
t,:'n~s about the enormous amount of money it 
cost him. (Opposition laughter.) I think 
the hon. member for Port Curtis would 
hav<> been wise if he had said nothing about 
it. The report is public property now, and 
I am divulging no secrets, but anyone 
reading the report will know that the key­
note of the whole thing was that man'e 
vote and his affidavit. I told the judge and 
I told the barrister defending the case· for 
the hon. member for Port Curtis that I 
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did not believe that that man voted at all, 
and that he was a perjurer. I say so now. 
After that the case never went an inch fur­
ther. It should have gone on. That case 
should have gone on and that man should 
have been brought to justice. It was dis­
covered that a man in Blackall named Con­
nors voted and it was not the Rockhamp. 
ton man who vot-ed at all. And this man 
comes here and talks about us voting party. 
. Mr. KESSELL : You voted different every 

time. 
Mr. PAYNE : I quite agree t11at an 

amendment of the Electoral Act is needed. 
I notice a paragraph in the Governor's 
Speech which is one of the most insulting 
paragraphs I have ever seen put into an 
opening Speech. I have never seen a more 
insulting paragraph put into a Governor's 
Speech in any British Parliament in the 
wodd. This is the paragraph-

" If personation, plural voting, and 
other illegalities v.ere not rife at the 
recent Federal polling, it y;as not, in 
the opinion of my advisers, because 
existing arrangements do not ecourage 
and facilitate such practices. There­
fore it is their intention to request the 
Commonwealth Governm<:mt to appoint 
a commission, consisting of the Chief 
Electoral Officer, his State deputies, and 
the principal State electoral registrars, 
to devise some means whereby the Fede­
ral electoral rolls and the conduct of 
the Federal elections will be above sus­
picion.'' 

This is the amusing part of it-
"My advisers are aware that under 

the Constitution all that pertains to Com­
monwealth elections is of purely Com­
monwealth concern; but the State, as a 
State, is vitally interested in amend­
ments proposed in the Constitution, and 
has a right to expect that matters of 
such supreme importance to h~r are sub­
mitted only to those legally entitled to 
vote, and under con,ditions that will make 
fraudulent voting as difficult as pos­
sible, and, if resorted to, easily trace­
able." 

\V e had an exhibition the other <wening from 
the Tr0asurer. 

The TREASURER : Don't be too hard. 
Mr. PAYNE: The Treasurer waxed in­

dignant at the action of the Governor of 
the Commonwealth Bank in asking his de­
partment for certain information. \Ve 
all know that the Governor of the Common­
wealth Bank is, like our Commissioner 
for Railways, above Parliament, and the 
chances are that the Governor of the Com­
monwealth Bank asked for that information 
without the Commonwealth Government 
knowing anything about it. He was just 
seeking information. 

The TREASURER : You are doing a little 
special pleading for him. 

Mr. PAYNE : The Treasurer told this 
Hous.' that it was like the imnudence of 
the Commonwealth Government=...--

The TREASURER: Yes, certainly. 
Mr. PAYNE: What about this insulting 

paragraph in the Governor's Speech? The 
Government were not game to say that plural 
voting took place, but they only surmised 
that it did take place. They just slurred at 
it. I would ask the Treasurer how he would 
ta.ke the Commonwealth Government die-

tating to the State Government about some 
legislation which the State was going ta 
bring on hm:e. What a howl there would 
be in the House. I will just read here from 
an article which appeared in the " Daily 
Standard " of the 7th of June. We know 
that this paragraph in the Governor's Speech 
was made up wholly and solely from what 
appeared in the" Courier." \Ve saw a lot of 
trash in the "Brisbane Conder," and this. 
paragraph was taken h:om it. This is th9 
article that appeared in the "Standard"-

"TORY DUPLICITY. 
"1:PSIDE DOWN 'ARGU:\'!ENTS.' 

"Rit·al Electoral Rolls. 
'' The voting bungle at some of the poll­

ing booths in the metropolitan area has 
been productive of some extraordinary 
' logic' in the columns of the ranting 
Tory sheet. In order to prove a. state­
ment that Mr. Robinson says he never 
made, to the effect that about a. voter 
and a-half had voted for each name on 
the Oxley roll, "Granny" indulges in 
an orgy of muddled figures in a leading 
article, and also specialises on the mat­
kr in another column. 

" The imbecility of the ' arguments ' 
and comparisons put forth would dis­
grace the inmates of a lunatic asylum. 
It would almost appear as though the 
' article·»' on the matter were written 
by escapees. They are also tinctured 
with self-evident commercial jealousy, 
such as one would not expect from a 
sheet which is ever screeching for the 
encouragement of the investment of 
capital in the State. 

''As usual, 'Granny' knocks her own 
wicket down quite early in her ' argu­
ments.' In order to prove tha.t the 
Federal rolls arc ' stuffed,' and that 
the iniquities of Labour are far-reach­
ing, she gets right into .a maze of con­
tradictory numerals. Fo.c instance, she 
clings to her obs;>sion that Mr. 'Wobbler' 
Hunter was defeated by the ma.china.­
tions of the Labouritcs in recording 
more votes than there are names on the 
rolls. Her own figures show that there 
are 40,893 names on the Oxley Federal 
roll, of which number 30,892 voted on 
Saturday last, or roughly 75 per cent. 
Unless ' Granny' can prove that 60,000 
votes at least were recor-ded, her fatu. 
ous stOry about one and a-half to one i• 
an even greater pi<ece of foolish men­
dacity than she usually deals in. We 
invite ' Granny ' to come on and make 
good her position, which is ·a shaky one 
at present." 

The SPEAKER : Order ! The bon. •.llem­
ber may quote from an article, or any pub­
lic document but he will not be in order 
in reading the whole newspaper article. 

Mr. PAYNE: This is a paragraph deal­
ing with the paragraph in the Speech pre­
sented to us which insinuates that there waa 
plural voting at the last Federal ~lection~. 
I do not know whether I will be m order 
in reading it. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. mem­
ber will not be in order. He is at perfect 
liberty to take any document or any papelt 
and quote from that paper in support of 
his argument, but it is manifestly absurd 
to allow any hon. member to r!)ad a lo~ 
newspaper article. 

Hon. W. D . .A1·mstron.g.] 
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Mr. PAYNE : Then I will quote further 
from it. The paragraph in question further 
states-

" There arG fifteen voters in the 
'Dailv Standard ' 11lone who exercised 
the f;anchise on Saturday last, and they 
had not an opportunity of voting on the 
Stato rolls." 

That is in 11nswer to the 11rgument when 
you are comparing the State rolls with the 
Federal rolls. We all know there is as much 
difference between the Federal rolls and the 
State rolls as there is between day and 
night. \Ve know very well that there 11re 
hundreds and hundreds of people in Queens­
land who arc entitled to get on the Federal 
rolls but "ho are not entitled to got on the 
St.ate rolls. For instance, you c,1n get on 
the Federal rolls aftpr one month's resrdenee 
in any State if you have previously been 
six months in the Commonwealth, but 
you have to he twehe months in Queen:" 
land before you can get on the State roll. 
In other ,,~ord'l, you have no morD voice in 
the man:tgPmcnt of tho country than a 
Chinaman or a black man until you have 
been here twelve mo'tths. How on earth 
can you compare the Federal rolls with the 
State rolls when there is such an enormoJs 
difference in the qualifications for (\Otting 
on the roll? To my mind there io no argu· 
ment at all in comparing the two rolls. Tho 
paragraph in the '· Daily Standard " goes 
on to say that-

" Even after a person can apply to ,,,et 
on the St11te roll, after b•'ing here twelve 
months, he cannot get his name on the 
State roll for a further four months." 

I am glad tho Home Secretary is back in 
his place, as I wish to say that I was sur­
prised that a gentleman, holding the posi­
tion he does as head of the Home Depart­
ment, ehould speak in the way he spoke the 
other night. I do not know whether he v,a, 
ignorant of what he was speaking of--

The HO:YJE SECRETARY: No, he was not; 
that is the trouble. 

Mr. PAYNE : Still, he was comparing 
the Federal rolls with the State rolls. We 
know very well that if the Tories had won 
we would not have heard one word about 
this plural voting. They are taking their 
licking very badly. They know very well, 
from the voting that took place on the 31st 
of May, that the writing is on the wall. I 
think the paragraph contained in this Speech 
was uncalled for. It is not going to do any 
good. 

The HOME SECRETARY: It is. 

Mr. PAYNE: What National party­
even Joe Cook's-would be worth its salt if 
it was dictated to by a State Parliament? 
Just imagine a National Parliament being 
dictated to by any State Parliament. It 
would not be worth taking office for five 
minutes. I notice we are to have an amend­
ment of the Tramway Act, and I hope, 
after all we have seen, that the good sense 
of the people of Queensland will prevail, 
and that when they ar.e bringing in this 
amendment, they will take over the tramq 
and nationalise them-either have municipal 
or State control. I think we have had an 
exhibition in Queensland in connection with 
our tramway system that should never he 
forgotten. I hope the Government will take 
over the tramways and nationalise them. I 
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also notice that we are to have a Rabbit 
Bill. I ti1ink the dingoes and the blow~ies 
v.mong the sheep in Queensland are caus.mg 
very much more damage at the present trme 
than the rabbits. I travelled a good deal 
in the sheep centres of Queensland during 
the recess and I never dreamed that it 
could be possible for the blowflies, or ~he 
small flies to do the damage they are domg 
amongst the sheep flocks in the West. I 
understand there has betm a loss of some 12 
per cent., and the she;,p that are saved are 
in a deplorable condition. I do not know 
what the Government are doing in the 
mattm, but it is a serious matter, and really 
wants -,orne attention. Of course, some 
people bav the wool growerh can very well 
,dford to "pay for it. They have dono _very 
well htelv but still this is a natwnal 
matter 11ncl if the bl~wfly continues doing 
th, '. da;nage it has done during the labt sea­
son in the \Vest, it will be a very serious 
thing. 

The SECRr.T,\RY FOR AGRICULTURE : I took 
in1n1edlato action. 

Mr. P A YKE: I mn sorry to ~ee that the 
s:·,-·p~ that 1vere taken wero to start som~­
bod-,- oul \V c<,t. but when he got a certam 
di::iancc he w~,~.:s t('ld to conw back be.:-·au,~e 

it had hen said that all the 
[10 p.m.l blowflies had bc?en killed by 

th frosts. If that is so, I think 
it is to bo regretted. If they started to in­
vestigate this matter, the least ,they should 
], ave done "as to get some official of the 
fkportmcnt to L;O ont and soe the damage 
that h11cl been d.one with his own es-cs. As 
I ··L~id before, the Speech is a v2ry emp,ty 
affair. It ha9 been Jncntioned, and more 
particu!arlv from this side of the House, 
th11t some· measures should have been in­
cluded and among them the hon. the leader 
of the' Oppo"ition referred to the necessity 
for some amendment of the vV ater Conser­
vation and Rights in Water Act. That is a 
matter that alf members know I spoke 
strongly against wh"n it "as introduced, 
and I ,,till stick to my remark~. I have 
seen it in operation, and it is a most 
peculiar thing that while we have a Go­
vernment in pmn:>r that say they are try­
ing to settle people on the land, and are 
trying to make the people of ~ueen~land 
believe that nearly every Act ,hey mtro­
ducC', and ~r<uly every bit of l"gislation 
thev administer has a tendenc'T to keep 
the;n from going on the land. They bring 
in a Bill that every \Vestern man who knew 
the conditions that prevailrd in the arte­
sian belt of Queensland-at least every 
member on this side of the HouEe-opposed, 
and the result i' that where it cost a man 
£2,000 to put down a bore previously, _now· 
it costs him over £4,000. And that IS to 
settle people on the land! But if there is 
any argument required to show that these 
bores should be constructed more substan­
tiallv, it is to be found in the fact that all 
the,~ bores arc nractically on leasehold land. 
I+; is not freehold land, and the longest lease 
that we have out there is, I think, about 
twenty or twenh·-one years, and if the Go­
wrnmcnt wi'h "to brin;, in legislation in­
creasing the co~~t of arte-sian barBs, the least 
the r could do was to meet the extra cost 
thermelves, because after all the bores be­
long to the people. The Act, more particu­
larly in its administration, is not having a 
tendency to settle people on our vV estern 
lands, and it is not going to do so. I do 
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not know what the Government are going to 
do, but unless they take steps to deal with 
the matter, our Western land is not going 
to be rushed as it used to be in the past. 
Some hon. member has mentioned the 
Liquor Bill. I am not a temperance man, 
and l am not a drinking man, and so far as 
I am concr;rned I would not give a brass 
farthing for all the liquor that is manu­
factured for my own usc, but the Act as it 
.st<1nds is simply ridiculous. I have travelled 
mit \Ve,t, and it seems to ill{) that it was 
frv_:n0d C'J~/ far Brisbane and the big cities, 
where if :• ou cannot get into an hotel you 
caa go i J a boarding-bouoc. Just i1nagine 
a man travelling out ·wc•-t, as I have done 
durin;; th 'last few months, and trying to 
gPt accol!lmodation on Sunday. The hotel­
koPpers bok at you twice before th!ly give it 
t,, you. I told thf'm " I \\ant something 
to P1t, not eomething to drink," but they 
arc ..tfraid that you will gDt arrested. 
Tlwr<> '"'' a lot of ne\\ polic<'men in my dis­
trict, too. and they have given the publican 
to uml"'rstand almost that no one can go in 
tlwrc or th~y can arrest him on the pre­
misC'·.. In the place I stayed at thr other 
Sunday I eaw a man who had a ch·ink or 
two on tlw yeranda of the hotel. He had 
walked about a mile from wh·•)fe he "as 
camped \\·ith his mate, and the police carne 
along and a'ked the publican, " \Vhat do. 
you mean by ... erving this man with drink?" 
I do not think that anybody should be r('­
sponsible for cYery man who choof.cs to sit 
on his ycrar,da unless he puts a barbed wire 
fn1ee around it to keep them off. 'l'he 
whole Act is simply ridiculous. It is not 
going to bring about tliaf great temperance 
th .. t ronw people thought it would, and it is 
only making it difficult for those who travel 
aL)Ut in the countn·. And I would like to 
s"e the Home Sec;etarv out there in the 
\Vest on a wet night. '(Laughter.) 

An IIO};OFRABLE MEliiBER: He would get 
it. 

Mr. PAYNE: I do not mean t.hc Home 
Secretary particularly, but nea 1;ly e.·ery 
han. member who wa , so drastic, if I may 
uso tht", vvord, "\Vhen tho n1casure was before 
the House; I would lilm to seD them travel 
all night through the slush and mud out 
there. and come to an hotel on Sunday 
morning-. Tho whole thing is ridiculous, 
and I hone the Government will se•3 their 
way to ptit it on a sound, reaoonable foot­
ing. The whole thing, to my mind, is not 
i11 keeping with the man who has to travel 
about the bush. I also notice that hon. 
gentlemen on the other side will not let the 
iate Brisbane sttike die out. I do not know 
that any good will be done by referring to 
it at the present time, but I do know that it 
will be a black mark against thD Denham 
Government so long as Queensland is 
Queensland. They may gloe·'• it over as 
much as they like, but the people of this 
State are not going to forget the tyrannical 
methods that were adopted, and I think it 
would be wi:oe for the Government and their 
supportefd to say nothing about it. Some­
thing has been f,aid about the late railway 
accident, and I suppose we all join in 
deploring it, particularly in the loss of those 
men which made so many widows and so 
many children fatherless. I quitt~ agree 
with the han. the Ministm· for RailwaYs 
when he said that he went out of his wav 
to ask the Commissioner not to discharge 
those two mDn who were disrated. I would 

agree with him if he would only make it 
applicable to the men on the lowest rung of 
the ladder, but they are not doing it. I 
can give tho name, if neCDssary. It is a 
man who wets out in the late strike on the 
I'ailways. I think he had some twelve or 
fourteen years' service. Although the 
:Cv1inistor for Railways and the Premier 
promi,,ccl the House that there would be no 
Yictimisation, whAn that man was put back 
to work ho was placed on a n1ark. New­
chums who had just come into the country 
"ere put on a better mark, with the result 
that he stood it for three months, and 
finally left tho Sfen-ic:> ,,Jtogethm-. He could 
not humi!iat<:' himself to such un extent as 
to crawl and grovel to the men who had 
;m.t come here. That man is riow getting 
£J a Wl-{'k. He <a:-, a practical clerk in 
1lw Railwa} Department, and yet that was 
how th0y' treatDd him! I agre,, wrth the 
:1Iiai-;tPr~ in even treating thesP, high 
officials a.s ho hac done. I care not how 
en llous a man may be, the fact of a man 
fc,'ling that bP was directly or indirActly 
res1>0nsible for the loss of those men must 
hurt his m~o n con science, and I do not think 
it is any nr· .o victimising him any furtl~or. 
But thc Railway D('partment arc not domg 
t2l<' right thing- "ith the men on the bottom 
runo· or t1;(' ladd"l'. There Yi·~ere hvo ca~PS 
iP ,;:hich men who h.1,d bcDn years and years 
iH Lh R, r~:ice \YC·re Yictimiscd; -when they 
\\rt~l'C taken b~ck thev wer-e taken back as 
yon 'could throw a (log a bone-men who 
had jnst come into the country wcr,e put 
over thPnL They st ,,od it for three months, 
and tlwn ldt, and one is now getting £4 
end f.1e other £5 a week. There •~o·as one 
pha.,o of th,- late railway "'··cident that to 
mv mind was not taken sufficient notice of. 
I 'lm' e '.crefully read the whole of thD re­
port of the magisterial inquiry, but the one 
point to my mind that was not taken suffi­
cient not.ice of is that the first accident was 
thP causD of the second a~cident, because if 
tlw firct had not taken nlarfl it would not 
ha H' bPen nos,ible for the '"'Cond one to 
happ: n, Tiie first accidi'nt was caused by 
a defoective brake, or defective pumps in 
the Westinghouse brake. I find that the 
enginn-drivcr \'rai on the stand knocking it 
and trying- to get it to work, with the result 
that tho brake failed, and the train got a 
nm nn the down grade, and· after going 
round a turn the trucks left the line. What­
o\·:r was the cause of th<' first accident, I 
sa,- that indirr ctly that accident was the 
ca'use of the second accident. 

::\.Ir. HODGE: Xo. 

Mr. PAYNE : If the first accident had 
not taken pL1ce, it ould not have been 
possible for the second one to happen. I 
am making no charge against the Minister, 
but I would like him to ascertnin whether· 
notices were not posted up in the shed at 
Rockhampton some months ago that any 
engine-driver making a frivolous report of 
any breakages "vas to suffev so1ne penalty. 
For instancP I understand that reports 
were given in of defective brakes, and when 
they pulled them to piecl'S th0 mechanics 
found there was nothing wrong, with the 
result that the engine-drivers got haulDd 
over the coals for reporting the brakes to 
be defective. If ther,e is such a system, and 
that an engine-driver is not free to report 
such cases, you will have more accidents 
happening. I hope that the Premier will 

Mr. Payne.] 
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remember the two cases I have mentioned, 
and if he is kind that he will be kind all 
round, and not only to the men at the top 
of the tree. 

Mr. BERTRAM (Jiarct): I moYe the 
adjournment of tho debate. 

Question put and passed. 
The resumption of tho debate was made 

an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 
Tho House adjourned at sixteen minutes 

past 10 o'clock. 
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