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WEDNESDAY, 20 JUNE, 1913. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. \V. D. Armstrong, 
Lockyer) took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

QUESTION. 
INSPECTION OF PASSENGER TRAINS. 

Mr. LEN::'\fON (H' rbert) asked the Secre­
tary for Railways-

" 1. Are all trains carrying pa:-sengers 
on the r-aih;·ays of the State regularly 
inspected as to their fitness for such 
servicB? 

"2. Are such trains supplied with tho 
\Vesting house brake; and when and how 
often is same inspected? 

"3. What are the qualifications of the 
men charged with the dut~· of such 
inspection I 

"4. Do all, or any of thmn, possess 
certifi('ates of co1npetency ?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. W. T. Paget, Mackay) replied-

~,"1. Yes. 
"2. Yes-every -ix months. _Every 

locomoth·e depot 1s a place of Inspec­
tion. 

"3. The mechani~' engaged Dn inspec­
tion -work at the various CDntres are 
specially trained under the Westing­
house brake foreman in the Ipswich 
workshops before being sent out. 

"4. Formal certificates of competency 
arc not issued. The Westinghouse brake 
foreman reports as to the efficiency 
b~[ore the men are allo\Hd to take up 
th(; work of inspection.'' 

SUGAR GROWERS BILL. 

I":rRoDuc:riON AXD Fms:r READING. 

On the mDtion of the TREASLIRER (Hon. 
W. H. Barnes, Rulimbl•), this Bill, which 
had been initiated in Committee, was read 
a first time, and the secDnd reading made an 
Or-der of the Day for to-morrow. 

SUGAR Cl:L'I'IVATION BILL. 
INTRODUCTION AND FIP.dT READING. 

On the motiDn of the SECRETARY FOR 
PUBLIC IJ\'STRUCTIO::'\f (Hon. J. W. 
Blair, Ipswich), thi' Bill, which had been 
initiated in Conuuittec', \Vas rr-\ad a first 
time, and the second reading n1ade an Order 
of the Day fDr to-morrow. 

ADDRESS IJ\' REPLY. 

RESUMPTION OF DEBATE. 
Mr. COY::'\fE (Walngo) said: I do not 

intend to spce k at omy l<mgth on tho AddrebS 
in Reply, as 1t is a, thing 'vithont f:lb.;;tance. 
I notice-' that on t!1e first page of tlv: :Speech 
the Gov<ernor ref''', to llw fact that there 
is ample scope fo:· further p:,•-toral dovelop­
lUent. Every hon. 1ncrnh0r will :::greo that 
the \Yay to rnakc th-:, t ci ,,-c :opu1c•nt succ,_::-, ~­
fnl is by thro,ving or;}n to grazing S'~lection 
the large areas th-at aro r-esumable. I am 
speakinv now, of conr!'(?, of the \Vestern 
parts of the Sht", to which the Gove-rnor 
was referring. A great de:tl more could be 
done in this connection near towns, for 
instance, where there is a number of young­
men who are willing to take up country if 

Mr. Goyne.) 
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that country wer<' made available for them. 
That should be done by the Lands Depart­
ment. I know. uf an irl3tance where I 
guarante-ed there would be more applicants 
for Cf'rtain land than th.~re \vould be por­
tions faT tho..:11, and that land has not been 
thro,,n opPn yet. It i•· a pity that that has 
not t:..:en done. In looking ov,2r the Speech 
fron1 tl.1~ '.rhronc I notic.D, a, other han, 
nternber:j haYe done \Vho hav8 spoken bf£oro 
1ne, that there i.:; a rofcn~nc~ in it to tho 
Llannnr in \vhich thP FLderal eledions \vere 
conductNL I do liOt think that we ever had 
a State election in Queensland whe;·e cor­
rupt T~ractirr.<~ have not been indult;0d in; 
;; nd I Vf'nLue t J <·T th ~ in ninety-
nine out of every hundred case:s tl?e 
off<'nders have bek•nged to the ~upporters of 
the opr-ositc party. But when we tell 
the Con1monwealth Parliament that they 
nnl>:,[ do something-·in fact, vee com..: 
kan<l them to do oNtain thingc-it i'• cer­
tainly "' piec" of gros:, impertinence on the 
pnrt of thi_., Hou.-c-. The oth.-or daY the 
Common' oalth asked the TrC'amrer for CPr­
tRin d.~t~'- in conn;'ction with tho Government 
Saving,& Ba:1k, and the hon. gentlcn1an got 
into high dudgeon O\ U' it, and probably he 
·was quito justified. But look at the "other 
side of the picture ! Is not the Common­
wealth justified in casting aside with scorn 
any cmntnand th,1t 1nay issue fron1 this Par­
liainent to thr, Parlia.n1Pnt of the Com:n1on­
wealth? Before dealing with the Address 
in Reply, I would like to refe" to " matter 
that I h;,y .. , rcfcrrc d to on manv occasions 
in this Roue,,, and which is nm; becoming 
a public scandal,~ and ''Thich I hope 'vill be 
re-medied at the carlieot nossible mom'"nt. 
I refer to the fe.ct that some of the oldest 
and n1o"'t vvorn-out passRngcr carriages in 
Que0n;land are used on the Western Rail· 
way a,; far as Cnnnamulla. It is nothing 
short of a :;caudal tlwt '':>men and children 
shoulc! be huddled up in these obsolete 
carriage: and eon11.'.Ued to ctav in them 
right through the- 'vhole journe ,· of 600 
mil(_,_ It is a sh;~In~. 11 n1u:. not be quite 
so hH-1-and yery oft,;n it i:~ not q'IiL: bO 

bad-bz:'h.,._f,.,n Charleville and Cunnc:unulla, 
becan.:-'n there tlH.-.y ,{ 1-11 1_:h tnge carriages; 
but f1 Dm h<:·rc to Charlc :'ille it i,, nothing 
short of a cliep .. :,ce. I UJC r1erstood that 
when the prerent Cmnmissionor tooL:: oVE.T 
hr.J o:Jcc he und0rh~Jk lo haYe pn alteru­
tion nutde. but nothing hc1s so far been 
den.-:. There .Jwuld not be a single car­
ria~e on that lone; journey 1vithout lavato1'v 
acCOll'h10datioJJ. '.nd it is to the discredit 
ot the Government tlu.t they allow c'u­
riagcs to nm on tho Western Railv·ay with­
out la~ . .:1tory acconln::odation. I also re­
fcrr<'d ]act ye:J,r to the fact that it would 
prevent a great deal of inconvrnience to 
pas,eng-ers, and aho Hn -e a great deal of 
e>:pense to the Railway Department, if rail­
v ... ay workshops ,_,,ero established at Charle­
ville. I do not C'<pect them to be started 
on a very big scale, bnt it is not de,irable 
that; all. repairs to truckr,, carriages, or 
engmes m the far \V 0't should haYe to be 
made at Roma, Toowoomba, or even at Ips­
wich. There is a Yery long stretch of line 
south from Charl<'Yille and also to th" west 
a11d it would bo to the advanbgc of th~ 
deJ.:!artnwnt to e·tahl.ish workshops at Char­
lenllc where rtpans could be effected 
quickly, instead of ha,-ing to go to the ex­
pens<> of hauling· the rolling-;,tock to Roma 
or Toowoomba. Another matter in con­
nection with the Railway Department to 

f1lfr. Goyne. 

which I would like to r<'fer is that on the 
line between Goondiwindi and Tha!lon there 
is a number of le•tgthsmen who are en, 
titled to the extra allow~nce, but it has not 
yet bf'cn given to them. In viflw of the 
fact th1,t the extra allov ..tnce only aTnounts: 
t.d 6d. a day, and in vie Y of th,, way in 
,,-hi~h th,, cost of living has been going 
up, I hope the Secretary for Hai!wa:lB will 
take not" of this and ,ce that thio, little 
n1easure of juPti~-e is rncted out to those 
rnen. Th.. other day, wh~n the hon. mem­
ber for Fac-.iforn was spo"king, h,·, told 1'1& 

that the railwa:; policy of the present Go­
VE-rnn1ent is n lef: ,_, cv inhoritPd fro1n the 
r.;:_idE".7').t G .. -.·'" ! ne. 'L, --:\~.~Len ·dw Lon. rncm­
b~r has beCca a iittle !o_Jger in this Hous0 
he will learn that the nresent Government 
bk"' credit for all the good Acts that have 
been placed on the statute-book at the in­
stance a-nd support of the party sitting on 
this shle of the House. For ·all the measures. 
th 1t are so beneficial to the pco;Jlc of Queens­
land which wo were ·instrumental in placing 
on the statuto-book the Government claim the 
cr·t·dit, and they di::~l~i1n an:. re~1Jonsibility 
£or anythihg th . .1t may be con,idored a·s 
opposed to the mtore,ts of the people. If 
ih~ hon. nwmber will cast his mind back, he 
v ill find that the GoYernment claim credit 
for such legLlation ae tho amendment of 
the Elections Act, which gav<' universal 
suffrage to Quo,onsland, 1md which gave 
women the vat<'. He will see that they 
claim credit for the -\\'ages Boards Act, for 
H>P Machinery and Sc'lfl:olding Act, for the 
Old-age Pensions Act, the Workers' Com­
pGnsation Act, the \Yorkers' Lien Act, and 
the. Constitution Act Amendment Act, by 
'1.rhich this 1-lous!_~ is frLT~ d, to smnB extent~ 
from the operations of another plaoe. The 
party on the Government side to-day wer-e. 
in oppo,ition when these measures were 
pas,.,-·d. When the Premier was speaking the 
other day he said that if the Labour platform 
would help the primary producer he would· 
place it on the statute-book; but he never 
said one word by way of argument against 
what the leader of the Opposition said with 
regm'd to those planks in the platform which 
riu apply to the prins.ar:· producer. As 
he did not u~\~ any arr,umorrt a[:dnst them, 
\H"' n1ay reasonably a"'"'u1ne that he is in 
fa 1 our of thp '11, and, if he c"1n adhere to 
his promise, then we may expect that he 
will bring in son1e 1neasur0- duri11v this ses­
sion that will imProve the pc-...ition of the 
p1 imary producer- on t};e ]{nos laid down 
in the 1,latfo;m of thi, party. With regard 
to the wineral oil that is going to be pros­
pectPcl for in tho Roma district, there was, 
a hint given that that would b0 a Govern­
ment monopoly. or, at lea,t, that the 
Government :ere goin~ to work it in the 
fir ;t plac-'. Personally, I hop A it will be 
made a Government mon,opoly, because we 
do not want that industry to get out of 
the hand" of the people in the same manner 
as oth"r public utilities have got out of 
\he hands of the people. "\'!hen referring 
lo rabbits. the Premier, in reply to a 
question. said rabbits were not a commercial 
commodity. I wnture to say that if the 
Government altered the law with regard to­
the constitution and functions of rabbit 
boards, and provided that if a man caught 
;; rabbit and killed it in order to 5ell its 
skin he should not be guilty of a criminal 
offence, we should soon have an industry 
producing valuable commercial commodities 
and bringing thousands of pounds into. 
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Queen~land. ann~J."ll~· •. a·· the rabbit industry 
does m V1ctona, New South \'i'ales, and 
N evl Zcnland, w·hcre no such preposterous 
hnv exiRh as that ,._vhich we h.~v-e on our 
str.tute-book. 

The PRE:\!IFR : There is a regulation some· 
·what on those lin"", for t:w preservation of 
the rabbit skin trade. 

Mr. COY::'o!E: We should remove that regu· 
Iation as soon as v;e can. 

The PREMIEU: You mean amplify it. 

Mr. COYI\E: No, abolish it. In New 
South \Vales and Yictoria they have cold 
stores and f1:eezing-rooms for the storage of 
rabbit.. In Spw South \Yak·•· th'v have 
cold store< far a way -in the interior· of the 
t;ountry, and \Ye co:lld f'."tablish similar pla~es 
m Que'C'nsland. There are many times in 
the y<.~ar \vhen farmers in places where rab­
bits are prE·tt~~~ thick could e:trn a fe,v poundR 
to help the!_Il along ii storage acconlmoda­
tion were provided in the• way suggested. 

The PRE~IH.R: The regulation I refer to 
\Vas 111n 1r: to -t nable skins to be sold under 
certain C"Jnditions. Fonncrly their sale vvas 
prohibited. 

Mr. COYNE: I have nm er heard of that 
regulation. 

Mr. RYAN: When ·was the regulation 
rna de? 

The PRBIIER : Al,·out three vears aO'o 
The skins were going oYer the border fr~~ 
C?i!eensland, and they are now coming 
tnF. V;'ay. 

Mr. COYKE: The Premier also stated that 
farnwrs >wre not allowed to employ their 
childn'n. What did he mean by that? Did 
he wish to mislead the people again? \Vas 
that what lw deoired to do? \Vhat law have 
"-e on the "tatute-bf'ok which prevents a 
farm: r employing his O'''n children? \Vhat 
v.i:!rra;nr-,-- h<ts been 1nade by any n1crnher on 
this qc], of tho Honse. which would le'ld the 
P.rvrnier to s.ty that a farmer c::1nnot employ 
h.Is o1rn children? Not one n~cn1her on r.:hfs 
s1de of th., House has given utterance to 
an oninion, either inside the lion; or 
on tlw. h~'?_tings or anywhero eL-,·, •. ,hich 
'':on!d Jll':hty such a statement. No respon. 
s1):llo memb"r on this side of the House has 
g1ven uttera1 ce to those "ords either inside 
or outside the House. With regard to rail­
vvay con"\~ruction, it is going on at a slow 
paue, <;'·pe:oially the construction of railways 
authorFed three years ago under that big 
boom loan of £10,000,000. I think I heard 
tJ:e hon. mem'<er for Hec·bert say the,t sixty. 
nme men were employed on one line, and 
t~a.t at. the rate they w<;>re going it would take 
Sixoy-mnc years to fimsh the construction of 
the railway. I venture to s:1y that at the 
ra~e ~he .~reat Western Railwav is being 
hmlt It Will hke 250 yerus to finish it. The 
h~n. mc-mher for Dr:~vton n1ad0 son1e very 
w1ld shtements the otht>r day. One was tha:t 
the meat trnst was cha''ed out of New South 
Wales. A thing muct be in a place before it 
can be chas<ed out. and, as a matter of fact, 
the meat hnst was never in New South 
W: ales. The impression the bon. member 
w1shed to convev was that Labour rule in 
New South Wal<>s was so seyere th'lt tha 
meat trust could not ce,n-y on, and that 
thNeby the rountr:v lo,,t a r:ood d<>al of 
monev. But. os I havP said, the meat trust 
was nevPr eotablished in New South Wales. 
The heads of the trust went to the Minist-er 

for Agriculture of that State, and sought 
means to establish the trust there, but he 
point blank refused their .application. Mem­
bers of the Legislative Council in Victoria, 
knowing vvhat thd operations of the moo.t 
trust were in other parts of the world, 
spoke strongly against the company being 
established in that St-ate. Then the com­
pany came along to the only State in 
Aurtralicc wh"w trusts and combines and 
cnemie, of the public v,re 1\elcdmed-that is 
Queensland. The Hon. the PrPmier told the 
people in South Australi<t that he was 
delighted to knO'\t that this ITif'"lt trust, 
tt~hich ruined the industrv in ..:\merioa, was 
£ 'tabliFhcd in Quedc'Jand. \Vc· haYe been 
told by members opposite, and, I think, by 
the Pr,omier h;mself, that the establishment 
of the meat trust here will increase the 
price of stock. At> a matter of fact, they do 
no such thing where they are ~stablished; 
,, ' have proof of that fact from Americans 
living in the 1Jr,itr~·1. Et~a,tPs, and \V€ have the 
tPstimony of ]\Ir. John Cooke, a gentleman 
'' ho is suppo<ed to be one of the best buyers 
in Qw~en0land, a fair man to cattle pro­
ducers ctnd to sheep gJ:owers and to his 
w0rkers. Mr. Cooke had some connection 
with the meat trust in Argentina, and he 
ha'' told us how the trust operated there. The 
Premier Int;~t havo been aware of what I am 
referring to, and yet he told the l?eople of 
the Commonwealth that he was delighted to 
know that the meat trust was established on 
tho banks of the Brisl•'lne River. I am very 
sorry for the sake of the producer that it 
is there. Vlhat are meat trusts doing in 
America to-dav? \Ve are told bv Mr. Chaun· 
cev Depew, a· senator of the U nitcd States, 
that they can do anything they like in the 
States, that they control legislation, the 
judgt•s, afld almost e'\"orything, 1-"'~cause they 
have established themselves so stron,-ly in 
.t:\meri(_'a. 

The TREA3URER : Don't yon think it would 
be a:J well to tell us whf'"e the Premier u•-ed 
th(• 1.vords " In eat trust "? 

Mr. COY:-JE : The hon. p;ent'eman spoke 
of Swift and Co., and Swift and Co, 
arP the> AmBrican ment trust. It does 
not mattm- whether vou call them Swift 
and Co. or the Ame1·ican meat trust, be· 
Ntuse it is one and the same thing. In the 
Senate of Americ'" theY are now pulling the 
strings so strong·ly that it will be impossible 
for Australian meat to get into the Amm-ican 
marh t. Vlh-. ? Because Australian me<tt 
would be sold. <'heaner in America than thev 
sell their meat. We did not want to see 
the >·:une thing happen in Queensland as 
has happenod in America through the opera­
tions of the meat trust, and that is w·hot I 
feur will h,,,ppen ufter this trust gets a 
footing in Qne<>nsland. With rBgard to the 
prickly-pear problem, it is a bigger ques· 
tion than even the conversion or ren-ewal 
of the £15,000,000 loan which will shortly 
fall due. 

The TREASURER : Would it not be wise to 
stat-e the exact ""mount of the loan falling 
-due? It is not £15,000,000. 

Mr. COYNE : No? 

The TREAS<::RER: No; it is about 
£11,750,000. 

Mr. COYNE: I read only yesterday 
morning a statement made by the hon. 
gentleman to the Press, and I unde1·stood 
thut statement to put the amount .at 
£15,000,000. But I <Lm not particular 

Mr. Coyne.] 
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whether it is £11,000,000 or £13,000 000 or 
£15,000,000. I say it is a large ;urn of 
money, but it is not as important a matter 
as the prickly-pear problem. It does not 
alter the argum~nt jn the slightest degree. 
The e:c·•ent1al pomt 1s that a large sum of 

money IS falhng due in about 
[ 4 p.m.] eighteen months or two years' 

t1me, but I ''"Y that that is a 
very s,nall matter compared with the prickly­
pear problhl1. I think it should be the 
objec~ and e-ndeavour of the Government 
to throw lanL;s 011en in ,:,mall area", because 
thd is the , only _way that t]1cy have any 
hol?e of cop_mg \nth tlus ;,est. Every year 
rt rs spreadrng further a:nd further into the 
dean eountrc, and by and by we shall have 
the whole of Quc·'lnsland covered with this 
prickly-p-:.:ar p·.·dt, and we n1ay have a 
happy-go-lucky Government in power, like 
the pre"-nt one, who will not be able to 
offer a solution to gut rid of the pest. 
Thn hon. member for Dra;·ton made re­
ference to Mr. Robert--. ·-and said he 
hoped he would be d<e.1.lt with generously. 
Mr. Roberh. has receivecl " conces>ion of 
100,000 acrm. What does the hon. member 
for Drayton m<>an by dc,,:,lino- generously 
with Mr. Roberts? If .Mr. Roberts doe3 
not keep to the contract which he made 
when he received the conce:--sion of 100,000 
acres-and he must have made a cantract 
ar eloe he would not have got the concebion 
-then he is in the same' category as any 
pastoral k'oOe who does not fulfil the con­
tract he makes with the Crown. He is in 
just the snme position gs anyDne -else 1vho 
enters into a contra<:t with the Govern1non,· 
What is the use of talking about generous 
treatment? 'Where does the generosity come 
into the matter at all? There is no 
genCJrosity about it. \Ve are the trustees of 
the State, and we are here to do the best for 
the Sta_te, and if a':'ybo~y comes along and 
enters 1nt.o a bargarn vnth the St:ate on the 
plea that he can do a 1~ertain thing with 
regard to thi; grave problem, and then y,c> 
find that he cannot aocompli.ih ''h"!' he said 
he could, it is only a fair thing that we 
should dispos<;:2,: s him of 'shoat he has n·ot 
and give someone else a chance. If Thlr. 
Roberts's sch>:lme proves to be a practical 
one, a.nd it is proved to be a solution of the 
difficulty, I Pay it would be a fine thing for 
the Government to buy his invention from 
him. Let the Government pay him £20 000 
or £30,000, and bu,- his scheme right 'out 
and use it for the benefit of the whole State. 
That would be a good propobition a business 
proposition, and it would be so,;ething for 
the benefit - of the people of Queensland. 
The han. member for Drayton challenged 
the House the other night to show 'llhere 
any Labour Government had sold farmers' 
praduce. It was mentioned here last night 
by way of interjection, when the Home Sec­
retary was ,<peaking, that the Government 
of Bout~ Australia a short time ago had 
dealt w1th the farmers' produce in that 
State and sold it for them. I will tell this 
House what that Government did with re­
gard to the farmer·' produce. The Home 
Secretary said that Mr. Peake was the domi­
nant figurp in the Price Government of South 
Australia at that time, but it was Mr. Price 
himself who was the dominant figure, and 
he would not :1llow anyone to int?rfere with 
his functions as Premier. Anvone who 
knew Mr. Price knows that. Mr. Price 
told the farmers who lived between the 
railway stations to just throw their wheat 
over the fence. The farmers did this, and 

[.~fr. Coyne. 

Mr. Price sent men to gather up the wheat 
and load it and bring it to the railway 
stations, and it was then taken to the capital 
and stored and afterwards sent to any mar· 
ket the f<trmer choce to name for sale. 

Mr. GRAYSO~: That was only fm- export. 

~~Ir. COY~E: Yes, it was for export trade, 
but that makc'i no difference. The farmer 
could sell in an v markut he liked. If he 
y anted to send it overs"a, he could do so. 
The South Australian Government also estab­
liohed cold stores in AdclaidD where the small 
farmers who rc;crcd a few hmbs could send 
them, and those farmers received not 50 per 
cent. but 75 per cent. of the value of those 
lambs according to C>urent marlmt r.ateP, If 
thcv required the mone>y, and then wh;en the 
pre"ducts were sold the balance du<' to the 
farmers would be forward:·-d to thc,n. The 
whole cost to the farmer out of that trans­
action was about 2 p0r c _~nt. \Vhen ·will vYe 
expect to g·et anything like that from the Go­
vernment we haYe got · m Qcw.·nshnd? 
Never. Then with regard to the egg;-preserv­
ing lmsine~s which was f'shtbli:hed in Ade­
laide,· Mr. Price started that. The Hon:e 
Seoretarv in referring to that busineco sa1d 
that th,;,.e was a big loss on it. What 
wonder that there wa' a big loss seeing that 
vve have hacl the Tori(•s runnin;:s the business 
in South Australia for the last eighteen 
moni hs, and dnring tlwt time the, did what 
the Queensland Torv Government did in 
coi>nection with the village settlement scheme, 
and that was to kill it by administration. 
The businp~s was well started in South Aus­
tralia hY Mr. Price, but what could we 
expect in connection with an c·:zg-preserving 
business from a Government like they have 
in po\Yer no\v ? 

The TREASURER: \Vould it not be wise to 
tc il us of some of the profits th-- ,, made in 
\Ye·,.tern Australia? 

:11r. COYNE: The meat trust which we 
hove got in Qu<>ensland ,at a little footing 
in \Vc~tcrn Australia at ane tim<>, and they 
charged prices for their meat that were 
prohibitive, and in order to save the people 
from the trust the Government of Western 
Australia launched out and bought steamers 
of their own and ran them for the purpose 
of conveying cctttle from other parts of that 
Stcte to the capital so that the people could 
havB che<tp meat. There were one or two 
mishaps at sea v.hioh caused the venture to 
show a loco.. but the people of We,tern Aus­
tmlia will be the gainers in the long run. 
(Hear, hear !) I was referring to thB chal­
lenge made by the hon. member for Drayton 
to show whore a Labour Govemmc-nt had 
sold the produce of the farmers. The Labour 
Government in South Australia 0old all the 
fanners' ~JroducP. ThE'.Y :-::0ld fowls, eggs, 
wheat, lambs, and all the produce raised by 
farmers in that State. They aha made ad­
vanC'es to thr, farnH~r i£ he was Flwrt of cash, 
and all it cost tho f:n·mer in the long run 
wns a bare 2 per cent. In South Australia 
they sell the farmers' produce; in Queensland 
they sell tho farmer. The han. m" •thn· for 
P01:t Curtis has been very fond of referring to 
the rural '}'orkers' log. but, as a matter of 
fact, there is no Rural Workers' Union nearer 
to Qucens],,nd than Victoria. The statements 
made by the han. g0ntleman and others of 
his party have caused the employees on the 
farms to prick up their ears, and thev are 
bFginning to vdsh for some of the things 
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,mentioned by the hon. gentleman in connec­
ction with that log, so that if a Rural 
\Yorkers' Union is brought about in Queens­
land then no one but the hon. gentleman him­
self will be responsible for it. Even if there 
is a rural workers' log in existence, what does 
it amount to? There is a demand made by 
the rural workers of Victoria. The demand 
will be heard when the case comes before the 
Arbitration Court. "When that cour:t hears the 
evid.,nce given by both side"·•, it will give its 
decision, just in the sa.1ne way that it gives 
its decision in the case of an) other industry 
where men are employed, and if it is found 
that the indu,i.ry cannot bear the cost of the 
wages fixed by the court, then we ought to 
do as hon. members on the opposite side 
have frequently advocated, and that is wipe 
it out altogether. 

Mr. GRAYSO~: The farmer cannot pass it 
on. 

Mr. COYNE: I will ref0r the han. memoor 
for Cunningham to something else besides 
the rural workers' demands which cripple 
thP farmer and .,, hich have been strictly 
hidden by the Tories in QuPDnsland. (Hear, 
hear !) The han. member for Brisban•',• refer­
red the other night to the fact that W€ have 
a wheat ring· in Australia, and the Ro~ a! 
Commission in South Australia some time 
ago found that the farml'rs of South Aus­
tralia 1\ ere robbed in one year of £167,000 
by that wheat ring. The market price of 
wheat was well known to everybody, but the 
wheat ring of South Au<tralia, by the simple 
process of givin[e 2d. per bushel less for 
wheat than the market price, robbed the 
'farmers of £167,000 in that one year. 

Mr. KIR\I"AN: And not one word about it. 

Mr. COYNE: Not one solitary word about 
it by the Torie· in Queensland. Then, again, 
the Tories of Qu.ec•nsland must have known 
that that same commi,sion made inquiries 
into the reason why the farmers of South 
Australia., notwithstanding they w<>re getting 
all this assistance from tlB Price Govern­
ment-all the assistance that the Government 
could poooibly give them-were making no 
headway, that they were just as much bc·hind 
at the end of the vear as when they started. 
That Royal Comm1ssion was appointed, com­
prisinj";· members of every shade of poli­
tics in South Australia, and they found that 
the cost of the stripper harvesters to the 
manufacturers, after making all allowances 
for manufacture, depreciation, etc., and allow­
ing a 10 pm- cent. profit on the outlav, was 
such that the manufacturer could >nil thom 
at £50 to the farmers·. What happened? He 
sold them at from .£75 to £80 each to the 
farmers. Of course I am not speaking of the 
farmers of South .l.ustralia only, but of the 
farmers of the "' h0le of A uc,tr~lia. In that 
one year, 1911, the1T w~<·e 8, 700 nf these h>tr­
vesters ,•-lld. That me<tnt., ac<'cFding to the 
findings of the Ro:··al Commission that the 
farm"ers of Australia w0re robbed of £217,000 
in the o.ne year on that one it<>m of striPpCl'· 
harvPsler,,. Then, in the rnaJter of r;eed drills. 
Ther8 were 17.000 seod {lrills cold in that 
same ycctr. The Royal Commission also 
found, after making all the allowances I 
spoke of in connection with the strirmer­
harvc sters, that they rould be solct at .£22 to 
the farmers, afte1· allowing for a profit of 
10 per cent. ; Ptill they were sold at .£36 to 
the farmer. That meant that the farmers of 
Austrrtlia were plundered in that one year 
<lf £426,000-a sum of money, in the case of 

the stripper-harvesters and seed drills, th~t 
would have enabled the farmers of Australia 
to establish works of their own to manufac­
ture all the seed drills and stripper-harvesters 
that they require; and here we_ h~ve the Lso­
called friends of the farmer s1ttmg on the 
other side of tho Ho,:se and not one word 
against the robbery by these h·u~ts. As a 
matter of fact, they have the eftrontory to 
Ftand up and ;-ay th0y do not know of any 
trust in Australia. 

Mr. THEODORE: Tlw:v a;·e the a gems of the 
trusts. 

Mr. COYNE: 'l'hat is how the farmer is 
being robbed by the trusts in Auctralia. No 
doubt, Mr. Speaker, :; .1u have noticed by the 
Press that some two vears ago there was 
a parliamentary farme"rs' party est:-,blished 
in Queensland and only quit" re,ccntly they 
got an official 'Press organ of their own, the 
Brisbane "Dailv Mail," nnd on the day of 
the opening of 'this present eession of Par­
liament the " Dailv Mail " urged this party 
to do ~omething. ·Amongst other thing·s it 
said, in its leading article-

" This is not a ti1ne for pron1ises or 
for hedging, but a- period demanding 
firmneps and decision." 

Then again-
" \Vhat arc the A.,seinbly r<='pre&enta­

tives of the primary producers going to 
do~·" 

Echo answers what" Then further on it 
~,,a.y.;-;-

" 'l'hc opinion that the public will form 
of the country party will depend largely 
upon the distinctness with which it re­
veals itself in the APsemblY and the firm­
ness ith which it defines' its position." 

}1, s th" position bcE'n defined? I do not 
think so. If it has, I have not seen it. But 
nc'"' let us c·ome right down to bedrock. 
'I'rn. ~'"rty on th'l other side of the House 
a!" c-iaims to be the friends of the farmers. 
L a fact that thev are the friends of the 
fanners? "' 

OPPOSITION :VlEMBERS: No! 

Mr. COYNE : If it is a fact, why was it 
necessary to creato' a farmers' party within 
that P<ll'ty? 

OPPOSITION ME~IBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. MAY: That is good logic. 

Mr. COYNE: If they were the friends of 
the farn1-ers, surely the far1ners' n:preseniia­
tivcs in this Han'' v auld not s<>ver them­
selvc·. from th<' party in the slighti•st degree 
in order to form U:nother party to defend 
thnir interests in this House. 
0PPOSITIO~ ME:UBEllS: Hear, he ctr! 

Mr. COYXE: \t any rate, it i., a fa.ct 
that \I c hfiYO no1.v, according to th( official 
organ of that party, a farmers' pill'ty in 
the Hous,e. 

~Ir. HGNTER: Certainly one outsi -~.c. 

Mr. COY~E: That party has l, , n in this 
Hou--:e cince the opening of the S'"'lsion, and 
even its own official organ cxpe("!.-€(l to he,-tr 
a declaration from that party as to what 
they intended to do, and if ~hey do not 
intend to .do anything they m1gh_t as w:ell 
throw off the guise they are 1vorlnng uncter 
at the present time, anc1 not hoodY•"ink the 
farmers, becau,sre the farmers are g'Jmg to 
.demand something. I know from my 
travels a1nongst the far1ning districts of 

Mr. Goyne.l 
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Quecn-Jand during the recent Federal cam­
p~1i;:;n that the fanners are going to de1nr;nd 
so1nt:thing, .and they are openi!lg their eyes 
to tL<c fact that their .i riends are on this 
side. I might tell you also that the very 
thing this party has been asking for the 
farmers for the Ir,st twent'. YC'lrs ha now 
been accomplished. It is al'x,ut twenty years 
ago that this party asked the £-:;.r1ners to 
co1nbine fo~· their O\Yn protec~ion ;~nd in 
their own interests, but owing to the influ­
en<.:D of !he lying Tory Pres~ at that day the 
farmers were told not to bPlieve a word that 
came from this side of the House. At any 
rate, it is a consolation tn members of this 
party to know that th,··ir etfo.rtF. after twenty 
years, x:tre no\v bearing fruit, and that the 
fanners ftl'C noy,· opening their eyf'~ as to 
who their true friends are. Whe1t do han. 
memberc on the other cidr· of the Ho;rsfl pro­
pose to do for the farmnl'.3 this se.ssion ? 
They are simply redeeming the promise 
~nade last ye-ar ir;t connection with the sugar 
mdustr.::, and w1th regard to pu1·e seeds. 
The farmers have h~1on askicJ ~: for that for 
year· That is the '-'!Ill total of v: hat they 
aJ:e going to de, .and evidently that sati.sfies 
the nlem}_,{ :·s \vho repre:.,ent the farnwrs' 
part;c in this House. If it does, .·11 I can 
F::y is tlnt tlwy are very easily catisfied 
ind< eeL ::\fy opinion is that the silence and 
inactivity of the far_"J:lers' party in this 
House will be the finc•;t thing that e\'er 
happened the farmers outside the House> 
because the farme;·s outside the Home wiJl 
now recognise--they recog·ni:e th .. t they have 
already been hoodwi11kod long enough, and 
they thought they had a chance of emanci­
pat.ivn 'vhen they E.::.~ablishf'>d thE-ir O\Vn 
party, but now they "'ill s00 ihat theY are 
bE•ing hooC:winked again, ··:nd I chc•Ileng.• 
any me1,1ber on the o:hrr side of the House 
to sh<Jw tmything half as go{)(! as what we 
had Tead out by our le~clcr a few days ago 
-what this party y;ould do for the Ln~,ners 
if they got tl· 1 <lpportunity. and I bolif've 
they will g-·t th:1t opportunit:· wrv shortly. 

Mr. GRAYSON: He did not r•'ad <JUt the 
bnd tax. 

J\!r. COYNE: The land t;,x has been ex:­
plain,,d to the lanne:~·s Dn every p~~',tfonn in 
th0 eountry, and not one wo::_'cl of :Jrotcst 
ha• be n raised in the cmntrv. Tr-e hon. 
m{'l' h r for Gregory and myself, at a n'eet­
in; i11 u bi~ Ltrming dijtriet, expl:.,ined the 
land tux, and the fanpers t.'ld us that they 
had n'C':\~r ha"-~ it explained before--it ,,-as 
1vr"ngly "_xplained, as rho '' Couriei~" ex:­
plainc:l ~ncialis1n. La .t ".-ear, o-.~·ing to the 
fact that the {~ttily p, .. _,, at th.·-,t time had 
still control of the opinion~ of the farmers 
of Qur,~nsland, this partv did not come back 
after that < lection as strong as they other­
wise '•''Oukl l1avP, but nm1 the farmers in 
Que,ensLmd reulisc that t'wv have been hooct: 
wink<ecl: that they have bc"n mi<hd bv thu 
party oppo~itR~by the Tori~s and by ~th{'ir 
Pres"-and il' ~ou \Yant any proof of ?~e 
truth of my statement I would refu you 
to the result o': the rc ent Federol election_ 
Look at the farming districts lh<tt doubled 
their vote on the Darling Down, and. I 
might say. a part o.f the. present Darling 
Downs Federal dedorate 1s far more con­
servative- than the pDrtion toJkPn avvay. Iii 
is a groat advancement-100 per cent_ 
advanc~:ment on the Darling Dowm. The 
same can be said of the Lilley. Then look: 
at the Oxley, look at Wide Bny, lo<Jk at; 
Moreton, look at the Herbert-all over the 
place. All round Queensland, and especiall:y 

[1!1~. Coyne. 

in the fm:ming districts, :-ou will find th~t 
the Labour part.y have increased the1r 
po-ition by from 60 t<J 100 per cent. vVell, 
that is very gratifying to those who have 
been doing their be~t for the farmers, and 
in spite of all the sn<· C>rs of the farmers vi J:o 
haYe been mishd by the Torie< and thell' 
Press, it i.j g:ratifyil1g to know that they 
have some irit:nds in this HousB and that 
they aro not on the oppo,:te benche<, so 
thut "hiht you may have gulled them. at 
election time in ihe past you are not gomg 
to do it -again. 

Mr. HODGE: \\-e wo'lld not attempt it. 

:\lr. COYXE: I hop- ou v·ill not. 

:II;·. GILL'BS: Y uu are in the last ditch 

J',h. RYAN: The party has sold tL.;m. 

Mr. COYNE: Ko: I think the members 
ha vc sold oho:"selvos. At aiiy rate, I think 
that t.he rca';on v,hy the farmers w.ere 1ni"led 
:;;o 1nuch a\- tlw Ia~" t State election \Vas be­
causo of the lies that \Vere circulated in 
c·c:nH-·Jtj,.;_cl 1vith the late Brisbane strike, 
and the Tr-.:_ ~1 ~~uh·r, the othor eycning, could 
not rr Era in fro:.c:t ~efcrring to it. The Trea­
:surer i~, no daub~, like his rhi::f, the Pre~ 
111ier, a friend of the l;:nvbn. akers. That 
is no doubt one of the reasons why he took 
l!Jl . the 'lttitude he did in connection with 
the late Brisbane strike, and his well­
l.::no\vn abiding hatr!"•d of genuine unionism 
"as another c-cu \Vhen the strike was 
on, the farmers v.erB told that the men 
od10 were out on strike were to blame 
for the v.hol-- of it; but sino·: then the 
ccurt•, of our countn¥ have said that the 
u1cn \Vcre not to hiame, that th~y vvere 
innocent, J\nd tb1t; th~ Brisbane 'Trft:nway·s 
C ,_nnpany \\ere tho cruilty pt:rty. But, in 
spite of th·1l verdict-the onlv verdict that 
... ,:e have ha-d up t0 the pr~sent ti1ne~we 
find the rrrf';'"~U!'f'r g('tting up on Thursday 
eyeninL; la::;t Jnd "tat ; .. lg the ~arne untruth 
thaG \V~:' Rt~ll·~d durin.,-:: the last 8tate elec­
tlo·l~. and no donb1 ,~~·iil be repr~t,,~ again 
to tnoRc w:1o ur(l t likely to r-ead and 
~trch- the nut't~.:»r <'tnd 1vould not know any 
bczter. Xow, the alle<reJ upholders o.' law and 
order ,.uciv should sav that the men are 
innc-ecnt and the Bris',;_me Tramways C<Jm· 
pany ar-e guilty; that the;.- have been proved' 
so up to the hilt in the courts, and we shall 
~:ct Lo]stci' the:r1~ un 1..fi""'' lonr:-vr. Ini,Lcad of 
1:1·};~, 've fnd the- horl. meml-.-·r for Port 
Curtis 8"Phing np .in his place the other 
night v":d _.,a:Yins~, '"Be kind, be: generous, 
L-..t benevolc~nt to the Bri"b.;tne Tram'\ ays 
C 1n1pa:.\;-." TheY lLlYn bt..en so genero1n to 
thLEl already th :J;_ if they. did at;ything 
rnor~ their c·1p or gt:tH'TOSlty \VOU1d run 
0'> er. They equid not c!o <.J,ny n1ore. 

~11~. I-IuxHA1"~: Eir"htc-:n per C1;::nt. clivi~ 
df ~1d per annnn1. 

~,lr. IL<\RD\CT!;: \Yait until \Ye see the. 
TJ~anl~Yays liill. 

Ivlr. COYKE: Tho courts have praYed 
who wns wrong in that case; they have 
,ttid that the Tr;:;,1n'"'ays Compa.ny vvere to 
blame; and yet h<1.ve the Trea,·urer 
if''tting up in this House the other night and 
saying that the workers said on one occasion, 
'' "\YE ";,·,·ill tit' up ~-oul' butter; \VG will not 
I('t it be exported" vVho ··aid that 9 Vvhy, 
tb<• guilty person, the Tramways Company. 
Whv doeo not the Trea·urer be honest? 
Why will not these people be honest in 
their statements to this House? Do they 
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think thE'y can fool the people any longer? 
lE yon wgnt to know what the people think 
of the Fb~1derinq- stat'.:>Ulent:J t,hat V![OrB 
cll'culaLed ab,Jut that :':latter, look at the 
Yote at the l,,,,t Federal election in the 
Brisbane nnd Oxlev seats. I believe that 
·when tho curtain v;as nulled aside and the 
people s:rw the true fact, as a result of 
s~~ ccch;~~ by HH: mL,2rs o£ this party and 
otkrs who spoke on the C[LtHtion-I believe 
that that ''\'US the c mse of the vot:J they 
got in the Darling Downs, in Lilley, and 
nlorc:,ton. 

The Tm:A9rRDR: \Vhen 
ar,other strike, will you tell 
get permits to handle their 

you engineer 
the farmer, to 
goodts? 

Mr. COYNE: That \s the tripe; that is 
thP trn"h that we get in connection with 
a s-erious ,,,bject; that is the trash that we 
get ladled out to the unthinking persons 
in the country. But no, they 1.vill not be 
scld any longer. Theso old platitudf"\ will 
not b~ any goo<l any longer. The Treasurer 
also said that they W€re bld to go home 
and let thei;· produce perish. \Vho told 
them that~' The guilty !JCr·-on again-the 
Brisb,,ne Trarnways Con1pany~the person 
the court proYcd to be the olfendc,r in this 
cace. Will tcho han. member fm· Enoggera 
cicny that? No, he cannot. 

:!VIr. TRnrT : l reckon you were the 
guiltiest of the lot. 

Mr. COYNE: I thrm;· back that untruth 
i!L the han. mC'mbt~r's teeth. 

Mr. G. P. B.1RNES: Instead of going out 
on strik,~, why did you not wait for the 
Y0rdict of the court·~ 

Mr. COYl'\E: The logic of thilt argu­
nrf'nt a1n0unts to this : that if a 1nan con1es 
up to me with a razor or a knire or some 
sharp in, trument, and tries to cut my 
tl•roat, •md starts hacking awc•y, I aw not 
to <:lo anvthing till he ha," finished me, then 
enter my" protest, and he will be ha.nged for 
it. (Langhter.) See the logic of the argu­
ment! Here we have largo numbers of men 
thrown out of work for no reaPon at all, 
with tlH object of ohowing what a Yan­
kee~a non-British pnson~con do in the 
1natt:::r of brP''1king up genuine unions 
that v. Bre formed and carried on under 
the laws of our country-the gentleman 
who would not allow the Union Jack to 
fly at the ccnipletion of the chimney at 
the power-house unless the Stars and 
Stripes flew over it. That is the sort 
of 1'erson thec,e !xJgus, or so-ealled, 
loYalists on thP otlwr side bol ter up so 
1nuch. l-Ie was going to sho\v \vhat he 
could do in 1he way of buroting up genuine 
unions, formed under the laws of tho coun­
try, and the men thought they might just 
as well diP fighting as die by degrees, as 
they \vcre doing. M!?n, for no reason at all, 
were being thrmYn out from their jobs­
ouet-ed fro: 1 thL'm--and had to do the best 
they could for themsclvc>S outside; but what 
did this Tr<mways Company car"' for th< "n? 
I do not bear anY animus towards Mr. 
Badg€r; not one tittle. 

Mr. HuxRUI: No personal animus. 

Mr. COYNE: None at all; I would shake 
hands with him, if he were so inclined, just 
as much as I would shake hands with any­
one else. There ar€ narrow-minded persons 
on that side of the House who will not be 
able to understand that, but I tell them for 
their own education. It is but justice to the 

claims of the men, proved to be ~orre~t 
afterwards, that anybody who gets up m thrs 
Hou'e should try to justify the actions of 
the guilty pel"<m in this matter before he 
condP;niL::~ the rnen who are proven to be 
innocent. Ko, they neve~ rr_\ake ar.w ,attempt 
to do so. All JtlU get 1s permn ~some­
thin;J about a clermit. That is their logic of 
the "hole thin1,. Vie heard a great deal 
late]:,", am! upecicJh- during the late Fede_ral 
campaign, about the Labour !?arty b•nng 
inclined to give spoils to the vrctors. The 
cry was "Spoil' to . the vi_ctors," but the 
only thing I could thmk of rt "ns that tbey 
h:,.d beer, too mod< st altogethcr~out of all 
proportion too modecc. I do not suppose 
that out of the nomined, the perwns who 
were put iiJto positicns by the Federal Go­
vernnwnt t.h,,ro were ~ per cent. Y."ho were 
of known' Labour t,,mdencie;. The only one 
we kno, of, at any rate, that had pronounced 
Labour viPws we,s Mr. Ryland. It was a 
very small percentage indeed, and still there 
was thi~; crv of " Snails to tho victor." When 
did anvhod'v hear ;f thP Denham Government 
appoir~ring ~ a Labouriw to any re~ponsible 
position? 

Mr. RYAN: Hear, hear! 
Mr. COYNE: Never! And I venture to 

sav thct, from the dignity of th8ir actions, 
a~'d the honour11b!e, manly, upright, and 
able v.av in which the Fisher Government 
have ,,,nd:;cted the affairs of this country for 
t!J,-, thr, _, years of their reign, they have 
shown that ·"t least Lahourites can do as 
well as t\e other fellow. But you never hear 
of the appointment of a Labour man to any 
rp~·nonsihle -::o.,_ition. 

Mr. HoDG,E: When did ever Fisher appoint 
a Denhamite to a position? 

Mr. COYNE : What about George Reid? 
'What a1,out Dr. Gilruth, of the Northern 
Territory. 

Mr. HODGE: Denham had nothing to do 
with that,-you are speaking about the Den­
harn Government. 

Mr. COY~E: No, I never eould ace~,;· 
21th. Denham of doing a big thing like tv" h 

:Mr. HoDGE : You ar<:J "peaking ab~t t 8 

Denham Government. . bout 
Mr. COYNE: No; I a111 speo·nng know 

the Fiohc•r Gme-·nment also. 1 ,·ant ro ld be 
if the hon. member for Nanango won 
kind enough to tell me of on' well-known 
LabonriS,' who was ever put mto a resp~· 
siblo or high position, independ~nt of. pabe~t 
al•hough he might have had L1c very t f 
ability in thB world, by the Go' ern1nen ~f 
Que'nsland? Do 11-<e ev<>r hear of hny olls. 
our candidates who are defeated at t F~ P ? 
being appointNl to thB ypper ~ouse · 
Kat one· never under any crrcumstance~. 

Mr. rioDGE: What about Mr. Hinchclrffe? 

Mr. COYNE: Mr. Hinchcliffe was dpd 
pointe>d at a time when the Tory party 1 f 
not hold sw;cy in Queensland~when some 0 

the best measures that were ever put u~~ 
the statute-book were passed~that was e 
time when Hinchcliff!' was sent to the Upper 
House. 

Mr. VOWLES: Was not Mr. Reinhold re­
instated? 

l\Ir. HUXHAi\1: That is a single case. 
:\.1r. COYl';E: Reinhold reinstated! Wi1y,. 

his ability as a too.cher wou'd haYe gft A r. 
Reinhold a position in any pa~t 0 n J:~ 
tralia.; and any Government whrch, o 

1¥r. Coyne.] 
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strength of political bias, refmed to rem­
st-ate Mr. Reinhold v, ould be guilty of a 
national crime. 

Mr. VoWLES: You asked for a. case in 
point-that is one. 

Mr. COYNE: I am very gbd to know 
from the papers, although we do not see 
-or hear anything of it here, that there is 
going to be an amendment of the Liquor 
Act. I trust that that Bill will be brought 
along, because with other hon. members who 
have ,,poken on this side, I reo;ard it as 
one of the most ridiculous things that has 
-ever been placed on the statute-book of any 
country; -and if I r-•1n assist in improving 
that Art when the ;,mending Bill is brought 
down I shall be very pleased to do it. 

Mr. HoDGE : There was an opportunity 
-of doing it when it was brought down before. 

Mr. COYNE: I was not given an oppor­
tunity, but if the Bill is brought forward 
I will do the best I can to make the Act a 
better measure, I am not going to take up 
any more time, and as I think my time has 
ne-arly expired, I will give somebody else 
a chance. 

Mr. CAINE (Bowen): In supporting the 
motion for the adoption of the Address in 
Rtlply, I would first like to congratulate the 
mover and seconder on the excellent way in 
which they have performed their task, par­
ticularly for the practic-al common-sense 
matters which they brought forward in their 
respective speeches. The Government are to 
be commended on their programme <tnd 
proposals as contained in His Excellency's 
Speech. The country is to be congratulated, 
>as the Speech informs us, on the excellent 
seasons we are new being ~uvoured "vith, 
and in particular on the good fortune which 
has recently come to the Darling Downs, 
which for so long a time previously was 
threatened with a series drought when the 
rest of the country had bc.en so highly fav­
oured. I notice a reference in tho Speech to 
the commission appointed to inquire into the 
meat indu:~try, and I trust that at no dis­
"ant date nublic abattoirs will be established, 
so that ;,_.e may get into line with the 
other k:1ding centres of Australia. \Ve J1ave 
:in this and in lome other matter., been dis­
tinctly behind tho times, and I trust that 
we shall in that direction make up for "hat 
I regar·1 as lost tim'l. A good dc•J.l has 
been sa,id with regard to the tramways, and 
there is a refer-ence in the 2 1 c r;h to the 
matter of extensions of the lines. The"e are 
important in the intere't' of the co·1m1Lmity. 
I trust that legislative enactments w<ll be 
:introd<W•Jd wkch v, ill, ,, hile the• a ex ten­
sions are made, saff'gu 'rrd the public in­
terests when ultimately taking -ove-r the lines, 
should it at -any time appear desirable. I 
noticed c:ne n1attcr on ·which the 1n0m-bers 
of the Opposition have cml1n1enb3 d strongly 
-::nJ that I take to be a s••rious omis­
sion from the S~1eech-a referen.1e to the 
.fact that Mr. Ba-dger, or the Tramways 
Company, an not prepared to carry the 
"Standard" new,-~}aper. I J1ear there is 
some trouble of that sort, and we have a 
SF0"C"'cstion practically fro' 1 the other side 
tL It a rr;.etter of this nature should have 
found its way into this all-important Speech. 

Mr. COYNE : Who said that? 

Mr. CAINE: I take it that that is practi­
cally the substance of the remarks of hon. 
members opposite. (Opposition laughter.) 
I have listened with some interest to the 
remarks of the hon. member who has just 

fMr. Goyne. 

sat down, and it appears to me that he is 
endeavouring to rake up the ma.tter of the 
great strike last year, which_~ th~ught hll.d 
gone to rest at last, and I thmk It IS time 
that it should. If the hon. member _wants 
to know what is the result of that stnke so 
far a; its influ+ .. nce on the elections is con­
cerned, I would refer him to the re~narks of 
Mr. Bamford, who has been lately r<;>turned 
for the Herbert in the Federal Pluha=ent. 
That gentleman has publicl,Y stated that the 
result of the tramways stnke wa~ that the 
Liberal party gained ground considerably. 

Mr. COYNE: Of course, it did; that is what 
I say. 

Mr. CAI::'fE: We are told to-day that the 
effect of that strike is that >ye )lave suffere~ 
in the recent elections, but It IS _nothmg . or 
the kind. In referring to that stnke ~ notwe 
that the hon. member for \V a,rr~go, m sup­
porting his contention, took an Instance that 
was not in any wa;~ parallel-of someone 
holding a knife to his throat. The trouble 
which existed in that CttS0 ,,·as not one that 
required immediate correction. There was 
no urgency in the matter, and therefore 
there was no justification whateve~ for a 
step being take~ by a, party whwh was 
absolutely at vanance with the programme 
of that party, which progra!llme supportec\ 
the reference to arbitratwn courts of 
ma tt8l·s in dispute. . , , 

Mr. CoYNE : Why, the thmg 1s no" settled 
yet. . . l I 

Mr. UAINE: That, I take It, IS c tar_y 
j he position, and therefore there cannot. m 
any way be any justification for the actwn 
that was taken, and I hope that the _matter 
will be laid to rest. I am not anxwus as 
far as this party is conc?rned; but the party 
opposite took ,moh m:splaced an_d wrong 
action in connection with that stnke,_ that, 
out of 1espoct i'or them, I shoul_d hke to 
see their attitude in that case laH~ to rest 
with the whole subje,·t. I notice a reference 
t0 the 'ubject of education, and we must 
ir,dced be verv glad to find that tho work 
of oducatin~ oiir children in the high schools 
is proceedi~g Gatisfadorily. An _excellent 
move has becm made in that duoctwn ;_ and 
I should very much like to sec~ at no -distant 
date, ,a training school osta?Irshed. From 
the remarks in the Speech, 1t would appear 
that even if we are not going to hDve that 
brought about, 've are, ~t g,n~ rate, g·o1ng 
tc. have stens taken wluch will <·n:,_ble '!s 
to have toochers better trained for. their 
W<Jrk than they are c•t present I notiCed a 
remark which f.ell from an hon. nwn~ber 
on the other side with regard to odu~ati_on, 
and I thought there was a good deal. m It­
that in schools in the c.-mntry, partiCularly 
thte unsettled pm·tions of the country-I am 
not ca:::;ting anv slur on the clepartrnent-,Ye 
often find that· teachers ha,-o charge of th!'se 
schools without any opportumtv _of bemg 
themselves trained, and a·re qmte mcapable 
ot imparting the kn<;ndndge ther have. It 
' ·pms to me that 1t would l · bct_ter If 
more of the .,e teachers were- loccttcd 111 the 
bigger centres, \vlwre they would have an 
opportunity o£ being L<,ught by co:-'lpetent 
tr:1ch011s, and that thPre should be m the 
cc·untry a greater proportion of teachers 
who have some knowledge themselves of 
the art of teaching others. I c:~o eJso a 
rderence in the Sneoch to the Important 
rr,attnr of mineral oil, and I hope that ~he 
reesult of tho inveotigatio!ls by experts :'·hich 
ore to take place in this duect10n w1li ~e 
sntisfactory. Nobody can deny that 1t 1s 
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1mportant that we should discover mineral 
oil. Its uses are so apparent that one does 
not _need to refer to. them. This subject 
remmds me of the rmlway to Mount Mulli­
gan. I trust that plenty of coal will be 
obtained from the mine at Mount Mulligan 
of excell<;nt quality, and that the construe­
hop of tnll rail_way will prove highly bene­
ficlal to the Railway Department and to the 
country generally. 

Mr. GILLIES: Maim it a State mine. 

Mr. CAINE : I do not think so. We wa:J.t 
mode.-ation i;'. everything, and I do not wa;,t 
to oee everytn1ng taken up as a nationalised 
industr.;. 1 d_o not \vant ever:v private 
concern to be handed over to the control 
of the State. I feel it is necessary-ju,t 
a~ other . nv•mber" do-to refei~ to n1atters 
ol local mLwest. \Vo oftPn hear references 
to "the P·'1_ri,,n ptunp," but I su~1.nit "\VG 

hhve eYery right to refer to n1atters affect­
Illb our ~nvn constitue:t?-cir"·, ~o long as what 
we ask Is not at Yananc• v. ith the nublic 
inter,;st.-... I take iL it L a dutv ~ ovvo 
tn Nl';: constituP?:ts and to the State to do 
so. It we do not take an interest in the 
progress of our own constituf'ncies .un­
doubtedly the State will not be lik~ly to 
progress. \Ye also have a coalfield in the 
BowEn E·lectorate. At the nresent time that 
field is being prospected ·with a view to 
c'evelopmcnt, and fo far as the quality of 
tlw < J':l and the apparent oxte:1t of the 
SE:,am IS . conccrnr:d, the prospectin;; has 
pro_verl h1ghly s.o1tlsfactory. \Ve ha'o !:>'en 
assbted by the Government by a subsidy, 
an_d I look forwr,rd to further assistance 
bemg provided on this year's Estimat£',1. 
If we t\1'1 prove the exist,ence of really good 
coal, "': a!e sufficicntl;<' close to railway 
ccnu1ume.1t10n to make the coal of distinct 
nse to North Qucor,,,]and. I firmly believe 
that the results will be satisfactory, and, 
,f they are, ''. ( 'hall b;, justified in looking 
tc' the Gov-r 1:nment for assiL;ance in the 
vva~~ of pro-;,-iding us with rail-way con1Jnnni­
e& :__ J'1. ~f fercncc is n1~de in the Spe<=!ch 
to th<; pnckly p~ar, wluch is undoubtedly 
a r~:~honal caLtinity. Thrre is no need for 
n1o ; o refer to it, ~Ls other han. Inen1bers 
knov: ~..o n1uch 1111 .rr of it to their sorro-;,, 
thar; I do. W? can!lot' pc,;ibly do to~ 
Hru~, 1 In atten1pt1ng to cope \Vith the pc;t, 
anu l. Y• as ve:•o'. pleased to hear tho high 
co'nphn-'!nts \.'hH:h hn~;e bEen paid to the 
hrJn. rnf-'11b?r ~or _Too\vong for tho oxcdlcnt 
'·~n·k \le d1d m Introducing a Bill to de-al 
l'lth tno !'E'':.t. I aw plf'a· eel to kno\v tl1at 
that mensur,, is bearing fruit, and I trust 
t];at, we shed! find othe~'S coming along and 
\Vf" .\:Int; on thr san1e lines. 

Mr .. C'OYNE: I hope yon are not ref<'rring 
to pnckly-pear fruit. 

JVIr. CaiNE : We so ofhm find, wh<?n a 
good honL'~t attempt is made b,· the Go>·crn­
ment . to eafegno ,.d thp country from a 
c":lamrty, that their efforts arc received 
'nth sneers from the other side ; but I do 
not suppose. theet will lead the Government 
tc,. _hes1t~te .m taking any step which they 
believe 1S for the "ountry's benefit. \Vith 
rqca_rd to the Land, Department, I quite 
rcah>0 t.~at the heads of the department 
r 1·e ,,·or king- excel1entl:_v, and thPy are to be 
CDmmendod; but it seems to me that we do 
not ~,o as 1nuch. a"' '7':e shcu1d, and as n1uch 
n·' Ot.rner countrH s, hke Canada, are doing 
to encourage people to come here and settle 
on our lands. It may be that we are ha,'ld;­
ca.prjed in some ·way; but "I would certainly 

like to see more done than we are doing. 
r would like to see more froe homesteads 
and more land opened as homesteads. It 
seems to me th<>t too great a proportion of 
our agricultural lands ar.c opened to selec­
tion as agricultural farms with the object 
of c.Jllccting n.:venue; and it -would be 
better to coiL,ct h~'>S revenue and encourage 
dt "irable men to settle on the land. Bv 
offering land as homostcadc,, men would 
have les~ to pay, but w,, would be far more 
likely to promote settlement, and there would 
also be the advantage of insisting on 
their going on the land for a fixed period. 
As an hon. member on the other side said, 
t:1ero appears to be a gr•,,~t deal too much 
delay in opening !and for ·selection. I can­
not put my finger on the cx:act cause of the 
trouble, but thp trouble exists. I cannot 
se~J exactly how it is to be rc·,H:rlied; but 
I \rould like to bcf' it remedied. I f08l that 
more can be done in tho way d Feeing that 
sekrtions e.r<: opened more readil:: f01· the 
public, and in larger numbers. If th,, diffi­
culty is that there are not enough sur­
veyors, that is a difficulty that time will 
mend. as I undPrstand a number of sur­
veyors arP. now belng trained. 

Jl.lr. RYAN: A lot of surveyors are now 
idle. 

Mr. CAINE : There are one or two things 
not referred to in the Speech which strike 
me forcibly. One is the matter of water 
conservation. I have heard hon. members 
on the other side commenting adversely on 
the working of the Right~s in Water and 
Water Conservation and Utilization Act. If 
there is anything in what they say, I am 
sorry to hear it. I must say that it is an 
excellent measure in one respect, in that it 
provides in Part III. for the constitution of 
\Vater areaF. In my own el~etorate, at 
Inkerman, on the wuth side of the Bur­
dekin River, we have a district which is 
eminently suitable for r:~trrying out an 
irriga.tion s0hemc, and there is a large 
area of ' xccllent hnd there which has 
bPen selected f<om the Crown at a high 
price-to my mind at too high a price. 
That is a very suitable place for the con­
stitution of a water area, .so far as levels and 
gr:1rl~~s are cono,rr;;~d, providPd the Govern­
ment are pre11ared to 1:ender assistance in 
thr· sh"ne of fnnds. An a')pli<'ction in that 
direction has been made to the Government, 
and it has not been turned down. On the 
contrary, the Government are assisting very 
materially. A snm of £150 is bein~; spent 
in obtaining a full report. A preliminary 
report was highly sati,,factory, and I feel 
satisfied that the fuller report will also be 
sat,i,,factory, and I hope the Government 
will assist us. Mr. Drysdal11 is erecting a 
large mill on thP south side of the Burdekin 
at very considerable expense. The mill is 
woll situated eo far as regards the lands 
"\vbich arf" suitable for irrigation an~ e-on­
cemed, but it is not to be exnect-f'd that 
privatfl entoryis" will providE', the funds 
that are required to enable the men on 
th<> land th0re to get irrig-ation nlants. 
"Without an irrigation plant they cannot get 
out of the land what is in the land, and, as 
poor men are not in a position to find the 
money required for that purpose, it is abso­
lutely necessaty that they should hav<> assis­
tance in that direction. I hope that when 
a definite application is made to the Go­
vernment in this matter, they will make a 
good step forward in the way of providing 
the necessary funds and taking what will he-

llfr. Cmne.] 
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perhaps the first step of any magnitude in 
establishing a water area and providing the 
neoessary funds to SE'Cure irnigation plant 
under the provisions of the Rights in W a~er 
and V\Tat• ,. Conservation and Utilization Aat. 
With regard to railways, it is quite evident 
that good progress is being made with thoir 
oonstruotion. I should like to see the same 
rate of progress continued. I am not c>ne 
of thoee who would like to see the GovNn­
mel!t go alwad this year and then slow clown 
next yerti'. Their policy is to continue rail­
way construction at an average rate, and I 
think that is a good policy. It will be a 
good thing for the State to continue the 
present rate of construction. I w;ts rath<>r 
surprioed to hear the hon. member for Towns­
ville make a remark to the dfect that we 
should slow down il1is work. \Ve do not 
want to slow it down; we want LO lwep it 
up. While on this subject, I wish to refer 
to the rai!w,;y hom the Proserpine to 
Mackay, which is part of the .]';orth Coast 
Railway. I understand that bc'fore long 
steps will be taken to have the bridge over 
the Pioneer Riv<::r on the way fnnn Mackay 
to Prosernine con"tructed, c,nd I hope that 
steps will be taken at no distant date to 
start the railway at the Proserpine end, so 
that whm the bridge is completed the line 
will be completed. I would suggest that 
work should be commenced at the Proserpine 
end when the bridge across the Burdekin 
River is completed-that is to say, when the 
railway from Bowen to Ayr is completed, 
which will nrobably be in August next. Of 
course, there are· a number of other lines 
which have been dealt with recently, a11d 
which require to be constructed, and I hope 
those linPs will be proceeded with in due 
course. 'rho,. hon. member for Drayton, \vhen 
speaking the other day, made reference in 
rather a derogato1;y fashion to the con&~ruc­
tion of a railway bridge over the Briobane 
River, as in his opinion it was not in the 
interest of the man on the land. I should 
say that the qonstruction of that bridge would 
be in the interest of many men on the land, 
and I firmly believe that it is ·a work which 
should be undertake)l at no distant date. 
It is not a matter simply of local interest; 
it is a matter of interest to the State, and 
our railway system will be incomplete until 
we have that bridge built. At the same time, 
I realise that many other matters must be 
attended to before that work can be carried 
out. F":J that it cannot be commenced im­
mediatelv. I have heard sev.-ral members 
refer to the long-talked-of via recta railway, 
a n1atter which is entirely outside local in­
terect. The construction of that line v:ill 
brinf! a curtain amoun~ c_,f increased traffic to 
the bhte, no it will enable c;s to reach New 
South \\.ales by a shortc·r distance. I was 
ple<cseod to b:ar from the Premier that the 
constrt: · t'vn of this line will be CO)Lidvl·cd 
by th0 Government at an early date. 

J\lr., 1{IR\VAN: He has h.:. en consiQering it 
for years. 

J\lr. C AI''<Jn: The P1·e1nier led u1 i J 1·:·­
liev, th~··t aL'lon \\.Till lv:-· takf·21 in the Inahf·:·, 
aLd I f1 ::nlY b81ieve that pr01npL a:_·"' ion 
·will t · t~k~·;;_ hy i·he Governmen~. Anoth?r 
matte~· I shoal -1 like to l'Bfrr to in this 
conr>•ction is that of 8xt-ending our rail­
v~~ay svs'h?nl along the c-oast to connect 
with the N~w South Wales railway at 
Murwiliumbah, or whatBvcr other point 
may be decided upon. I hope that as soon 
as the New South Wales Government are 

[Mr. Caim. 

prepared to do their shar·e in this \York, our 
Uovermnent will be ready to do their share 
alFo, as the work is one of the utrnost im­
porbncc. Referring again to the proposed 
railway bridg-e over the BridJdLO B,iH:r,. I 
would remind han. mm,,ber" that twenty 
years E'.go this year \VB had \ ::ry serious 
floods in the Bri~bano River. \Ye kno·w per­
fe~tly well that we are going to hs Ye similar 
floods, or one nearly a') bad again; that 
n~ 1st co.::11e, and LO prop·er attc··n1 has Lecn 
nL1.d+.· during the past twenty years t0 1nini-
1nise Hd!k~ ::ntlv tho effects of floo.is caused 
by he:o,vy rain3~ v);hat has been done in th-o 
"~,.·ay c.f cutting off pc~nts 1n ;on1e rt ·aches 
of , he riYer ,1nay n1inimise tho effects of 
floo,c< to ''JE1e cxwn+, but that is not suftl­
c;ont to gu.ard ar;ainst the great lo"·,us which 
eoods entail. The direct losse·, ftom floods 
-the depreciation of thl' vakr·' of pruperty 
and loss of business-are &0 great that they 
Y::ould be sufllcient to carry out ,1ny work 
in thB w;-,;,y ol constructing a canal or other 
expedient To carz;- off tho flood ':"Tat0rs. Ex­
port opinion \'i'a'~ obtained soon aft(T the 
bst flood, but, unfortunatdy, that opinion 
,,,as not n··ted u;1on. 

Mr. RYA>r: ·would you go on with that 
WJrk immediately? 

Mr. CAINE: No, I am not sugge>ting that 
ic should be gone on with immediateiy. I 

1lffi r~.'ferring to work ·which should be dvne 
in the fut'ue. There is no use shutting 
our eyes tD the :Cact that one of thes0 days 
the sarne troublo v.~ill co•ne along, and 
;,vill entail immenf,8 Ins::; on thP 00·nrnunitv, 
if we do not carry out works "·hich will 
pro1Jerly rninimiso thd devastating effect 
of such visitations. I notice that among 
the Bills promised are a Stock and ProdPce 
Agents Bill and a Pure Seeds Bill. I am 
'Ure that those 2re measures in the interest 
of the man on the land, and I hope they 
will be in every ''"Y satisfactory as far as 
the purpose~ for "hich they are introduced 
is concerned. 

Mr. GILLIES: You are a socialist. 

Mr. CAINE : I am not a socialist, c·,cept 
in this sense-that I believe in the State 
ontrolling things in moderation. I always 
believe in taking a dose of medicine when 
it ie good for me to do so, but I do not be­
lieve in living on medicine, as members on 
tlF other side of the House do. We should 
get very thin if we lived on medicine. The 
rre.'cmt Governnwnt of Queensland are quite 
ahle to provide a change of diet, and I thini{ 
th·'Y :1re doing that in the very wholesome mea­
sures they bring forward from tim'l to time. 
The Incbstrial Peac'' Bill is a VP<'Y whole, 
wme me«'nre, and one that has done a great 
deal of good. \Vhcn members opposite tell 
- q 1hr.t ~11e Governor's Speech is devoid of 
r,, '·~. of great concern, they pay a vmy 
h:gh con;nlin1ent to tha!: important n1easure, 

hich in hst :Vtar's programme of the Go­
YGrnrr,'nt stood head and should,!rS above 
('Verything elPe. So fa.r as \Ve can see, it is 
cl0ing t]p gou! work we hoped and believed 
i:- \Vo'..lld acco!n~Iish. No\v, coming to the 

1,2;ar question, .a good deal has bt?+~n said 
8.bou~ this matter, and the Government are 
''·'' c>scd of being responsible for the serious 
delay that took place last year for not pro- · 

ceeding with certain measures 
[5 p.m.] .iust at the time that the session 

had practically closed. I am 
satisfied that the Hon. the Premier's ex­
planation was perfectly clear and satisfao-
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torv-that it was too lat,3 to do an} thing at 
that time. But what is the position? We 
WtJre offered one thing, and one thi~g only, 
and that ,,, us that for 1913 the exche and 
bounty would be abolished. If, as we might 
rt-as·mably expe~t-seeing that the Federal 
Labour Goyermnent had plenty of money 
in hand-that Government had be>?n pre­
pared to tren,t us with lih?rality in l'"C-'spect 
to the 0 cars 1912 and 1911, them there mi~Sht 
have bern something in the matter of takmg 
actic•, q,tickly the clocJe of. last. y•,ar. I 
consider .that ~he Gr tcrnrnE'nt rs gorng to do 
all that nee·d be done in th0 mattor by 
prro>ing c.he3e p,ilJs, now that they m·e assured 
that there is to be an equali,ation of the 
exci• .. ' ancl bounty this year. 

Mr. GrLLI±:S: It is •..~boli,.hed. 

Mr. CAE>JE: I believo I referred to the 
fac·L. that it.L~'':as ab?li~hed i;:t rny openin~ r~~ 
n1ar1 ... s on uhls subJBCu, ana "'~hen I .s:ud lv 

\Yas Bquali ·-=d it \vas 1n<?rel,-y a slip of the 
tongue, for which I hope I may b_e pardoned. 
The hon. r:1~'ntleman 1vho lnterJ\:·.;ted often 
ma~.:es a, ,;;lio of the ton~ue v..rhen he is c;peak­
ing--at any- rate, we will give him c~:cdit for 
the f ;ct that it is only a slip of the tongue. 
(Laug-hter.) C'omiag to the question of sugar 
culti;at.ion this matter is being dealt with, 
and I will 'not refer to it further. I am very 
pleased to see that the Governml)nt are, e>t 
very considerable incmwenience and cost to 
the country, carr:y ing out their part of the 
contract which they made with the Federal 
'Government> and the v arc doing all that they 
can to S(8 thnt the sugar-growers will get a 
fair chance to make a living. Touching on 
the matter of the Sugar Growers Bill, I 
quite 9$iree with some han. members that the 
time h:ts come when we vvill have to provide 
-cane price boards; hut I realise the diffi­
culty. I think the time has arrived for the 
establishment of such bo:trds, and although 
I do not think the trouble exist, in many 
·centres, there are cases where it is neces­
sary to deal with the prices of cane. 
There is one thing absolutely certain if 
i;his is brought about, and that is that 
such a board cannot deal with the prices 
for a particular district, but only with the 
prices for a particular mill. If it were pro­
posed to have a board to fix the price of 
cane for a whole district, I '>hould be against 
it at once. That would bring about the 
leYelling up and levelling down procese, 
which would not be e~tisfactory at all. It 
would mean that certain mills which could 
not nfford it v. uuld have to pay a bigger 
price for their c.o,nc, and th" result would be 
i;hat the small-perhaps ill-equipned-'1lill 
would h·•ve to close do·vn. It would also mean 
tha' the price· paid by larger mills. wl1ich 
could e>fford to pay more, would be hrou;;ht 
down, ancl that would not he in the intere• ts 
of th•' cwe<>rower. I believe the time has 
come fer st!~h kgislation, although it will 
not be >'·1nired in many instCl;•ces. I cer­
tainly belie'.0 •hat the best way to deal with 
this question i.• b:v c~parate and distind legis­
lation. The Government have entered into 
ai'!'c·.ngetnents with th,., Fc.doral Governnh:nt 
to pa.b·• certain l<>gislation, and I am glad 
that thc·v are introducing that legislation 
seperately. Reference has been made to the 
propo·•ed erection of the Babinda and 
other mills, and I am gle>d that the Govern­
ment are seeing their way to go on with the 
mill at Babinda, and the mills that they 
believe are required. 

Mr. GILLIES: Th!ly have gone b,wk on 
Darrigi. 

Mr. CAINE : vVith regard to Darrigi, 
"'trhat is the u ,e of -erecting ~ 1nill ~hat can 
only dual with a small quantity of tane : If 
there is no busir.~~·ss in it, what is the use of 
eucting a mill at D: .. rrigi? .. The owner 
of a private. mill wutild 

1
be .a,blc to. pay a 

bctt.er pnce thn.n a centr,11. mrh of dns krnd. 
Mr. GILL:LS: It doos not work Lilt that 

w•q. 

Mr. CAINE: I an1 speaking of n1J 0'<\11 

di"trict, where the Pioneer Mill is able to 
p.l.y a higL-cr price fu· cane and nuke a 
bit;ger profit. Tiwt is th1- oame as a man 
having ~"t, larger sho}) '~ 1th a brg;er 1 urn­
ov£r bo ing able to sell cheap~r and ~nake a 
bigger prvllt. In the case 01 the m~ll they 
give a big .. ;er pric:. for the oni' aid make 
a biggrr profit than IlL'! c·,·ntr~d n1Ill, -whrch 
dnes not trea.t ,,., mttch <:..tne. I am 
glad to seo that tha' mill is to be erected, 
and I :J."!U SUh' that all along the Govtc~n­
ment h.; . .,e been iLS ko<en as anyone el.0 w1th 
regard to the ere .. ,ion of these mills. It is 
no use erecting a mill if the result is to be 
agai .. st the growers and not at all to their 
interesh to do so. We know that in some 
cases if a mill were erected ruin would stare 
the DTO,'Cl'S in the fuce. '\Ve know that if no 
sten,~ to erect thu.se mills had been ta -:,:.en, it 
woilld have been necessary, in some ca~c;s, to 
have paid compemsation. It would be far 
better to pay direct compensation than . to 
allow the growers to go ahead and give 
them a mill which would keep thc'l back 
for years to come. With regard to the 
J arYisfield Mill, I am nleased to commend 
the Government for th:e action they have 
taken to assist the growers in the Bur­
dekin district to the extent of agreeing to 
help chem with two-thirds of the money re­
quired for the erection of a mill on the no!th 
side of the Burdekin River. I iiom not saymg 
this because it is in my electorate, but that 
wonderful delta country in the Lm; er Btwde­
kin district produ<es probably the finest 
sugar-cane in Queensland. We have excel­
lent land there, and if you want water 
all you have to do is to turn on the tap. 
With the facilities for irrigation, I say that 
men who can find the irrigation plants soon 
get ·a return for the cart in the increased 
amount of their cane crop. I cannot too 
highly commend the G<;vernment _for .the 
step they have taken m that dtrectwn. 
There is plenty of room there ·for the two 
new mills. iVIcssrs. Drysdale Brothors have 
the mill on the south side of the rive, and 
there is sufficient room for this mill on 
the north sidP, It will c0rhinly ensure 
the prog;ess of the district. There is plenty 
of s.copG for 1nore cane to be gr( \vn there, 
and 1-'·ith the ne-v.· n1ill there will be anofhcr 
marh,;; for the cane, ,., hich is ancther 
good feature S·:> far as the dio"rict is con­
cerned. (J-I(_~'1r, hear!) Bel ne 1c,ving 
the sugar qu,e,h}n, I have D, ··'· ord n two 
to say abo•'t the Proserpi'1e J\Iill ~,nd other 
mills under tLo c0ntrol of the Go' ernmenr. 
I commend the Gov>:rnment and the f'Tiera] 
managu, Dr. Gibson, for the way these 
mills are DBing conducted, but I \\-onlcl 
point out that the position appears to be 
un•;;atisfactorv ·at the present ti1ne to tho 
;;rowers at 'Proserpin<'. This mill and thG 
other mills under the control of the Goyern­
ment were foreclosed upon by the Govern­
ment about six years ago. 

M'l'. Caine.] 
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Hon. R. PHILP: Before that. A long time 
before that. 

Mr. CAINE : They were foreclosed on 
some years ago, and about five or six years 
ago a definite programme was arranged by 
which the mill was taken over absolutely by 
the Government, and an arrangement ''<1S 

made as to the t-erms upon which the 
gro11 "'" would be paid for their can, . These 
terms are that the interf'st on the amount 
due to the Government is to be paid, and 
an a.,]dition<tl sum, bringing t~e total up to 
£4 20Q or £4,300, is to be paid as redemp­
tion. Then, if there is any surplus in the 
way of profits, half of that amount goes to 
the Government, and the remaining h.tl'' 
goes to the growers to bB divided pro rata. 

The TRE.\SURER: Don't forget that th,, half 
that gus to the GovermnBnt goes in liquida­
tion of their debt. 

Mr. CAINE: QuitB right, but the groc·.<· ... 
huxe to look t\ .. venty or t\-> ent3·-five ye.ti'S 

ahead Ldore the mill becomes their pro­
perty, and it cloP> not at present enhance 
the va!u0 of their pro:>erty. That is to say, 
their prop~rl~ would be worth just as much 
if the Govern~nent ·were to run the 1nill as a 
Go\·.tn~nrnent c0nc~rn like: tho railways. 

HDn. R. PHILP : Wha.t is the btbe price? 
Mr. CAINE: There is a base price fixed 

each yem·. L.,st year it was 13s. per ton. 
Han. R. PHILP : What did Drysdale pay? 
:Mr. CAINE: Mr. Drysdale paid last year 

17s. lld., the year before 18s. lld., to ti1e 
growers who had signed his contracts, but 
the other g-rowers only got 13s. per ton. 
Five or six years ago the position was 
better than it is to-day, as, with the 
inc:·eased wages, the sugar farmel;:S ba,·c novv 
very little chance, and I contend t!.at they 
deserve every consid·.>ration, and, if possible, 
they should get a. higher price for their c"ne. 
I would ur'(e the Treasurer that on con­
sideratiDn of the request that I believe will 
be made to him formally, there should be 
fixed a definite amount to be repaid each 
year, so that in a fixed number of years, 
say twenty or twenty-five years, the full 
amount owing: will be paid off. If that were 
done there will be this advanlaQ"e: that the 
sugar-growera will know thaf aft-er that 
amount is paid every sixpence will go to 
the growers. It will have that advantage to 
the growers, and it .,, ill have this advantage 
to the Treasury: .that I believe it will induce 
the growing of cane on a h: rger eca!e. 

Tl:t> TREASURER : How will thev manage 
when they make no profit at all? 

Mr. CAINE: A year may come when they 
will make no profit at all, but I firmly be­
liev'' that in no year-that is, as far as the 
returns to hand are concerned-has there 
been no profit made. Last year was a bad 
year, but we ha vc no rnport of that vear to 
hand yet, but up till then there was no year 
when the amount of redemption and interest; 
was not paid, and in addition there was a. 
profit. I might state that, as a matter of 
fact, the redemption has not been paid 
recently to the extent that they would like 
to have paid it. When the arrangement was 
come to there was an amount of about £55,000 
nwing on the mill, and there were soma 
h0avy arrears of interest, and those arrears 
of interest to the extent of about £23,000 have 
been wiped off, so that to all intents <md 
purposes it was like part of the capital. To 
my mind, when the foreclosure took place, 
there should have been .a capitalisation of 
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the interest, and that would really mean that 
a. little more than one-fourth of the debt 
existing has been paid off. I hope that the· 
Treasurer will give serious consideration to 
the proposition. 

The TREASURER : I will recommend my 
colleagues to allow yDu £10,000 if you take 
over the mill. 

Mr. CAINE : The Treasurer is making a. 
good prDposition. I grant it i~ liberal, but 
unfortunately money is not at all free thesB 
times, and I firmlv believe if he said 
£20,000 them would "be the same difficulty. 
If money were free, it would be a good 
proposition and might be taken on. 

The TREASURER : I tDld them that three 
years ago. 

Mr. CAI::'-JE : I am now speaking of the 
presc>nt. \Vhat we "'ant is that the growBrs 
should get as much as possible fm the Dane 
after paying to the Government such a 
definite sum as will enable the full amount to 
be paid off in a. given number of years, and 
that timE: to be from twenty to twenty-five· 
vears. Another Bill that has been referred 
to in the GDve>rnor's Speech is tho Eledions 
Bill. We certainly want to see that the 
na·mc of every man whD ha.s a right to vote 
is on the roll, and nobody else's name. 
We want our rolls to be clean. There is 
one suggestion thnt I wDuld make. It might, 
perhaps, mean an expenditure of an extra. 
sum but to my mind it ·;muld assist in 
h •.eping the roils clean, and th.a ~ is that 
inst<·ad of having an annual revision court 
we should have a half-yearly court. I 
believe that would a.<sist ve•y much in 
purifying the rolls. 

Mr. KIRWAN : Are yDu in favour of the 
police collecting the names? 

Mr. CAINJ~: I am in favour of them 
being collected. I eannot say which is 
the b"st svstem: but certainly they should 
be collected. Thev are being collected .at 
the present time, and I am not complaining 
of that system. It may be that the establish­
ment of electoral rights would be a good 
thing. It may be that compulsory enrolment 
would be a p:ood thing. 

Mr. HuxHAJ\I: And compulsory voting, too. 

Mr. CAIKE: ,These are matters that I 
think would tend to make our ro 1ls purer. 
Then, of course, thei:e is the question of see­
ing that a man votes as he wants to. 
Surely it would be wise, in cases wh~re the 
surnamc·s are different. to do eway w1th thn 
christian name on the ballot-papers? It 
v:ould be wise to have a uniform system of 
voting at both Federal and State elections, 
as the present system certainly helps to 
bring about. greater difficulty to the 
uninitiated, and even to those who are 
initiated, and there is more likelihood of 
mietakes. Again, I think in our electoral 
Act there is no provision for spoilt ballot­
papPr. 

Hon. R. PHILP: Oh, yes, there is. 
Mr. \YrNSTANLEY: You are wrong there. 

Mr. CAINE: I am glad to be corrected. 
The next thing is to see that those entitled 
to vote do vote, and that nDbody else votes. 
The suggestion of reintroducing the postal 
vote with proper limitations is a_n ":"Pell<;nt 
one. To my mind, there wa.s no JUStificatiOn 
whatever for wiping out the postal vote. 
There were cases of sickness, and people .a.t 
,a, distance and the like, where that postal 
vote should have remained. I know in my 
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electorate a man wrote and told me that he 
had ridden 45 to 50 miles each way to vote, 
and he spoke of his friends who had not 
cared to take on that arduous task. There 
is no doubt that in cases of sickness and the 
like, a postal vote should be provided for. 
Then again, there is the question of com­
pulsory voting where contingent votes are 
allowed. In the Act at present it is pro­
vided that you may give a contingent 
votP where there are more than two candi­
dates. What is the use of that? In my elec­
torate there wer!;l about 476 votes recorded 
for the lowest candidate in 1909, and only 
twenty-six or thirty used the contingent vote. 
What is the use of that sort of thing? 
Until you say a man must record his con­
tingent vote, it will be no good. Once you 
tell them they must use the contingent vote 
as the Federal Parliament said they must vat~ 
for three men in the Senate elections~nce 
you tell them they have to do it, they will 
learn how to do it, and you will know in 
that case who really receives the support 
of a majority of the electors, which, in many 
of each cases, you do not know to-day. 

Mr. MACROSSAN : How would you enforce 
that? 

Mr. CAINE: By simply providing that 
where the contmgent vote was not recorded 
the vote would be informal. 

Mr. MACROSSAN : :That would be suicidal. 
Mr. CAINE : I do not think it would be 

suicidal. It is the same with the Senate 
ballot-papers. If you only vote for two 
members instead of three, the vote is 
informal. 

Mr. GILLIES: There are three men to be 
returned. 

Mr. CAINE :In this case you want to see 
who represents the majority of the electors. 

Mr. MACROSSAN : A man might not care 
to vote for either of the other two candi­
dates. 

Mr. CAINE: A man might po '"'' pPCU­
lia~ views, and, in that case, he "\\-ould 
suffer; but in a .naj oritv of cas·~s tho people 
would do as tlny were asked. Take a 
pareilel imtane: 8uppo•,e thcr" W<'c'e only 
two members I <aTcd to vote for for the 
Senate, I would h;1.ve to vote for tbe thr£e 
or f' -, the 'oto v, culd be informal. Then 
we· (·ome to the other mac:.er of compulsory 
yoting. I firmly be!iere that that will have 
to be revort-d to. I quit·• realice that it 
is prob l,hl~- going to rebound against the 
party that introduces a measure of that 
kind, bccau'4; th>r0 are alway9 many 
pcopl0 ho arB distinctly opposed to record­
ing tht ir votes. But it has got t0 be done 
sconer or later, and I think that it is the 
or:ly way in w·hich we are £Ding to get a 
true expresP.ion of r.ublic opinion: Touch­
ing on the Elections Tribunal ~\ci to which 
reference has been made, I agree with othBr 
han. members that we ought to do away 
"ith the sitting of ac,sc ,cwrs in the·•e cases. 
I am not casting a slur at any han. mc·n­
ber of this Hou,•n; but it is a very difficult 
tas!( for any n1an outside of this f-Iouse to 
hep out of his mind political prejudices, 
and I fail to see how, the moment a man 
comes inside the bar of this House, his 
r:.ind and disposition changes. He must 
surely be human and may either be pre­
judiced in favour of his own party, or, 
perhaps, out of single-minded, puritanical 
motives or ideas, may even be prejudiced 
against his own party. There is another 

1~13-L 

matter to which I wish to refer in the 
same connection. \Vhere our own returning 
officBrs are at fault, and through no other 
cause an Elections Tribunal case is brought 
about, is it reasonable for either one or 
other of the candidates, or both of them, 
tJ bear the costs of those proCBedings? 

Ho;.;OURABLE MEMBERS: No. 
Mr. CAINE: I think the whole, or part 

of them, p.rovided the judge so orders, 
ehould be paid out of con~olidated revenue, 
o: from whatever fund Parliament provides 
for the purpose. I do not think it should 
be borne by the candidates. There are one 
o; two n;atters not referred to in the 
Governor's Speech to which I would like 
to call attention. One is the matter of a Bill 
for the .more effectual punishment of fraudu­
lent debtors. This has been brought before 
my notice by several Chambers of Commerce 
in my own electorate. V.ery often-and per· 
haps this is moi·e noticeable in the country, 
than in the towns-a man will come into the 
district and incur a debt, and will not pay 
1lthough he can do so. I certainly: think 
bttter punishment should be meted out to 
these persone, but I admit that I am not 
prepared to suggest the me:1ns to bring this 
about. If anyone can do so, I am sure he 
will have his name handed down to history, 
and he will have done excellent work; but 
the trouble is that if you are not careful 
you will bring about the punishment of the 
innocent, and probably allow the more care­
ful or canny individual to escnpe. Another 
matter to which I wish to refer is the 
amendment of the Liquor Act. I certainly 
think that, so far as regv"rds the matter which 
has been mentioned-the size of the rooms­
those hotels which 1vere already in operation 
at the time that the Act commenced should 
be allowed to continu0 somewhat as the 
old Act wa" It is quite sufficient to pro­
vide a measure to deal with ne\1· buildings. 
lf you have an Act as ;you h,;-\Ye at present, 
it appears tha c you must cn.rr:c, it out to tho 
very lc': t~r. even if a space of en!:.· 10 feet 
is in dispute. Another ma'ter which I 
''""'uld like to sec dealt 1.·ith is the bon& 
!'rL' trr vel! cr. 

HoxOURABLE NE:';B~l:'l: Hear, hear! 
Jl.Jr. C~UKE: Thi. wns undoubt•,dly 

c bu ,,,d in ihc: past; but I think it should 
l:·e poccible to devise so:-,le clause b; which 
only a bona fide traveller could receive 
considei·atiori; and by that I uean a man 
who hao been put to very considerable pains 
or who is tired after a lour; and arduous 
journey. It is cgrtainlv a hard case with a 
man of that kind. I have seen 1•here the 
shoe pinches during the last few w<.eks, be­
cause, when a man travels 30 cr 40 miles 
along a hard road, working his passage, he 
may need some refreshment. At the same 
time, I see some difficulty in introducing 
all amendment that would meet prop,er 
oases and would pot be abused. Touching 
on the remarks of the leader of the Oppo­
sition, a good deal of refercnv• has been 
made to trusts. W & know that there has been 
a wonderful lot of work put into this matter 
by the other side at elrction time, and, as 
some han. members said, an attemnt was 
made to draw a rod herring- across the 
trail. We know that the Federal Liberal 
party were willing to am1'nd the legislation 
to give power where tru,cts were inimical to 
the best interests of the country, but the 
Labour Government wanted to keep some­
thing up their sleeve for election time, and 
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so would not accept the amendment. It can 
b.:- made, and I hope it will be made now. 
Heference has been specially made to the 
Colonial Sugar Refining Compan;v. What is 
the use of the Federal Labour Government 
appointing a Labour Sugar Commission-in 
i·he main it is not unfair to say that it was 
a Labour commission-and after they have 
come along and given their honest opinion, 
became it happens not to be what the 
Federal Government wanted, to turn it 
down and say, in effect, " That is no good 
t0 us; we will not worry about the con­
tenh of th: ... t commi, ·ion's report "? 

.Mr. GILLIES: That is not true. 

Mr. CAINE: 'I'hat is the attitude of, at 
any rate, many supporters of the Labour 
party. 

Mr. KIRWAN: That is very different from 
the Government. 

Han. R. PHILP: Of members of the 
Government, too. 

Mr. CAINE: Then there are the refer­
ences in the Speech to irregularities in the 
voting at the recent election. I ask hon. 
nH-,,n1bers \vhether it \Vas unfair or unreason­
able to make it? Is it Qarcas1n on the part 
of hon. members opposite that they confces 
they cannot see the loopholes that the pre­
sent ':i otem of Federal legislation provides? 
Do they seriously mean that they did not 
expect that there would be a lot of double 
vc.ting? They must expect it. They say 
that there \ms double voting, but that 99 
per e··nt. of it was on the side of the 
I.iberalf. \Yell, if that is so, it is strange 
that they havB not been complaining before. 
Have thny been ready to put up with 99 
p.cr c8nt, of the double voting being on the 
Liberal side, and not say a word? If so, 
they have put up with it very meekly. 

Mr. HuxHA)I: Who said that? 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The hon. 

member for W arrego, this afternoon. 

Mr. CAINE : We arc told that it does 
not concern the State. Does it not concern 
tlw State when a matter is under con­
sideration a3 to whether we arc going to 
r~nd over our State absolutely to the con­
trol of the Federal Government? Does 
that not concern Queensland? Is it un­
reasonable for us to see that the rolls are 
clean? We have the right to point out a 
case \Yhich we think must bring about a 
glaring injustice. No re·{i•·ion of rolls, re­
turning officers paid by results-that is not 
the thing that is going to bring about what 
we want-and no number on the ballot­
paper<. and no possibility of looking into 
any irregularities that occur; no chance 
that the man who did a wrong will be 
punished, because there is no opportunity of 
finding out who did it. This absent voting 
has been carried a bit too far. Men who 
we thought had passed away, and had gone 
out of political life, have suddenly emerg-ed 
horn the other side and recorded their 
votes quietly. We thought they had dis­
appeared-had passed away; but they voted. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: Silently? 

Mr. CAINE: A verv silent but a very 
effectual ballot. · 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: They are some 
of the dead men's votes? 

Mr. CAINE: As to finance, let us one 
and all congratulate the Treasurer and the 
Government on the excellent stroke he Per-
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formed in getting the money we wanted on 
such good teJ;rns. Whether we 

[5.30 p.m.] are on this side or on the other 
side, we must do it just 'the same, 

and I was glad to hear the good wishes 
which came from the other side recently 
as to financing the debt that is to come 
upon us shortly and which we shall have to 
meet. which has been incurred in the past 
and been handed down by those who con­
trolled the State previously. Then, a good 
deal has been said about the Savings Banks 
and that a mistake is being made with 
regard to it. What is thB position? I sub­
mit that no rnistc,ke has been made-the 
Treasurer was quite right in maintaining 
control. \Vhv should we have Commonwealth 
Savings HaB.ks opened? Why did the Federal 
Government interfere? We have a lot of 
excuses given, but they contain no reason or 
justice. \Ve are told, "Look what Tasmania 
ha' done? " \Yhy did Tasmania do that? 
I have had the opportunity of discussing the 
matter with the leading members of t.hat 
Parliament only the other day, and I was 
told that they had not altered their 
ocnmon that the Commonwealth had no 
nght to il].terfere. The Hon. the Treasurer 
has pointed out why we would be unwise 
to hand over our control, and I am quite 
satisfied that he is right. In passing, let us 
rememebr this : Here is only an instance 
showing us what the Federal Government 
will do. \V e were told at the election time, 
" GiYe us the power; we won't exercise it; 
we do not want it" ; but the Federal Govern­
ment had this power in regard to the Savings 
Bank, and they have shown that power where 
there was no need, simply to compete with 
the State, to take from us moneys which 
they will not deny we were spending wisely 
in advances under the Agricultural Bank, 
the Workers' Dwellings Act, and the like. 
Only this morning I was in one of the 
suburbs, when there were pointed out to me 
the very large number of cottages which 
are going up under the \Yorkers' Dwellings 
Act, and it opened my eyes to the amount 
of good work that is going on here as 
well as ·<'lsewhere in this way, and with this 
competition it only means that we can do less 
work in that direction. \Ve are told here that 
the party sitting opposite are the farmers' 
friends. Look at our platform, they say­
State this, and State the other-nationalise 
everything. I take it they mean: Nationalise 
{'Yen the farms in the end. But they say very 
little about the leasehold idea. With regard 
to the land tax, I take it that their objective 
is to wipe out the exemption later on. 
Nationalise everything, and give preference 
to unionists. 

Mr. HUXHAM: What about the honesty of 
the man' in your profession-don't you deal 
with him? 

Mr. CAINE: If there should happen to be 
a dishonest member of this honourable pro­
fession, sit on him hard. The party opposite 
say, "Look what we have got for you." It 
is just like a prescription. Just look at 
these nice little compounds; they are quite 
harmless. But they do not show the farmer the 
other matters; he, however, sees the prescrip­
tion as a whole, and he says, "No, thank you; 
I am not going to swallow that sort of thing; 
I know what is good for me." They try not to 
show him everything, because they' know that 
the farmer will get clean away from them 
as soon as he sees it. They refer to the 
farmers' party-the country party. What ie 
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the idea? " The wish is father to the 
thought." It is a farmers' party, a country 
pa~ty-a Queensland party. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER : Where are they ? 

Mr. CAINE: On this side of the House, 
not disunited, but solid. (Opposition laugh­
ter.) They are working in the interest of 
the farmer, as a solid union; and working 
not only for the farmers but for the business 
people, the working men-for every man in 
Queensland. 

GoVERXJ\IENT MmiBERS: Hear, hear! 
* Mr. HUXHAM (Buranda) : I am very 
glad that the hon. member for Bowen re­
ferred to the question of the improvement of 
the Brisbane River, some difficulties in con­
nection with whiah may be obviated in the 
future. It has not had the severe devasta­
tion through floods that we had in 1893. I 
think that what he has sketched in the 
matte:r, as far as the canal is concerned, is 
a far more feasible proposition than that 
dealing with the reservoir, because I think 
a canal may be a waterway whereby goods 
will be carried from the ocean un to the 
junction of the Bremer River, which will 
mean cheap freights, and be advantageous 
to those living in the vicinity of Ipswich. 
But when he goes further and speaks of the 
qm·stion of the via recta, I am with him 
there more than on the other question, be­
-cause I recognise that the via recta is a 
most important undertaking which should 
have been carried out long ago; but as to 
its running into Brisbane, on that I have 
quite different views, because the congestion 
of traffic on the no.rth side of the river is so 
great at the prc•sent time, and is likely to be­
con1e greater as the years go on. I think we 
should have another system wherDby our 
railwavs nearest tho river on the south side 
,-hould.be concentra"ed on th.· ·south side. The 
sonth side has facilities for a railway which 
the non;, sid<> has not got. There is splendid 
ground which could be utilised for railway 
purposes, and effectively bring about that 
Brisbane railway scheme which has been 
talked about, and which there has been very 
little done to bring about. I would also ask 
the Minister before they think of making 
the south side of the river the important 
centre for railway purposes which it deserves 
to be, to take into consideration the position 
of matters in the vicinity of the Fiveways 
at Woolloongabba. Within 500 yards of the 
Fiveways we have a railway intersecting no 
less than five streets, and it is time something 
was done to make a high-level crossing in 
that very congested centre to run into the 
Woolloongabba y<1rd, and to be utilised for 
passenger as well as for freight trains. It is a 
standing scandal that we should have these 
railways running across five streets, on ac­
coui)t of which there is every possibility of 
very seri"ous aooidents occurring, and I urge 
the Minister to remember when l:>e is r,ro­
pouqding the railway scheme that this is a 
matter of vital importance to the 120,000 
people living in the vicinity of the metro­
politan area. I reoognise that we have to 
legislate for the welfare of human beings, 
and it is from that point that I regret that 
the Governor's Speech does not contain that 
whiDh is so t"ssential for the welfare of 
the people; but I will ·deal with that later 
on. It is bare of social legislation which we 
on this side claim that it should contain-­
and when I say that I do not assume that 
we have all the virtues on this side rer­
sonally; but as far as our party is oonccrncd 

I maintain that our programme has that 
which is soundest, and which should be car­
ried into operation at the earliest possible 
moment. Out: leader spoke most emphati­
cally on the advantage which would accrue 
to the farmeJ:s by" following our programme, 
because there is something substantial in it, 
and I maintain that he was not at all going 
beyond what he should have done in stating 
that the farmers will get greater advant:1ges 
from this side of the House than are offered 
to them on the other side. Of course, we 
have the land tax and the leasehold sy~tem 
brought up against us, but we do not hesitate 
to say that future genm.:ations will see that 
our policy in regard to the land tax is the 
soundest one, because they will recognise 
that as all wealth comes from the land, the 
land should carry the burden of taxaoion. 
I want to say, in justice to the couqtry pr.rty 
-I want them to rl)cognise that although 
we advocate this as stl'Dngly as WD do, we 
do not say that we haYe all the virtue 
on this side of the House, and that there 
is no virtue on the opposite side. I freely 
admit that there are man·. han. members on 
the other side who, were it not" for the party 
system, would vote with us oftener than they 
do, and I would like to see some system 
whereby there would be a better feeling in 
regard to these matters, and we should not 
be divided on party lines as we are at pre­
sent. At the same time, I am in favour of 
the Labour platform, and believe it to be 
the soundest policy which t"an be devised 
for promoting the welfare of the people of 
Queensland. So far as the Governor's 
Speech is concerned, I am very much of 
opinion that the Speeches which are placed 
in front of us are chiefly in the nature of 
tinkling cymbals. Those measures which it 
suits the Government to put through are put 
through, and those measures which it is not 
convenient for them to put through are 
shelved. I maintain that we should deal 
with the business S!lt forth in the Governor's 
Speech on the same lines as we deal with any 
business concern. The Government should 
say, " Here is the business we want you to 
put through. You have five or six months 
in which to work, and we shall expect you 
to complete the business, and nothing ex­
traneous will be introduced save matters of 
great public m·gency." Measures which are 
not put through onD session should be picked 
up and passed the next session until the 
whole programme is completed. That is a 
fair proposition. Last night the hon. mem­
ber for Paddington animadverted on the 
Government for not reintroducing the Bill 
dealing with our foreshores which the Trea­
surer introduced last session. I know the 
Treasurer spoke strongly in support of the 
Bill last session, but we see no evidence of 
any intention on the part of the Government 
to "procf\ed with it this session. Has any 
sinister influence been at work that a Bill of 
such importance to the community has been 
dropped? Is it a fact, as the hon. member 
for Paddington suggested, that someone has 
been pulling the strings and the Government 
are frightened to bring it in? Is there some 
!<>gal objection? If there is, let it be stated. 
The measure is of such great importance that 
it n;.ight very well have been brought in this 
session. No measure promised in a Go­
vernor's Speech should be dropped in that 
way. In the case of a private concern, if 
any business on the agenda-paper is not 
dealt with at a board meeting, it is brought 

Mr. Huxham.l 



148 Address in Reply. [ASSEMBLY.] Address in Reply. 

up at the next mel)ting, and either completed 
or else deliberately dropped, but it is never 
simply passed over. That should be the w.ay 
in which the policy of a Government should 
be dealt with. My leader referred to two 
serious omissions from the Speech. One of 
them was the omission of all reference to 
the Murphy's Creek railway disaster. That 
was a matter of such importance that there 
should have been some expression of regret 
in the Speech at the disaster, and there 
should also have been a statement that ample 
provision would be made for those who were 
bereft of husband or father by the accident. 
The Premier certainly remarked that care 
has beAn shown, and I am bound to say that 
the Commissioner, when speaking to me 
about the matter, informed me that ample 
provision had been made for the time being, 
and the Secretary for Railways told me the 
same thing one day whon we were travelling 
together from Ipswich. · 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : I told you 
that the day after the disaster. 

Mr. HUXHAM: That is so. 
Mr. RYAN: The claims are not settled yet. 
Mr. HUXHAM : But this is the point I 

wi<~h to dwell upon : Valuable lives were lost 
in the execution of duty. It is sad enough 
for wives to lose their husbands and for 
children to lose their fath!lrs, but it is our 
duty to see that the families of the men who 
lost their lives are paid the wages which 
their breadwinners were paid when in active 
work. They did not lose their lives through 
their own carelessness. but in doing their 
duty, and probably they saved ;many lives 
by the activit,y they showed, and nothing 
short of the provision I suggest is sufficient 
under the circumstances. I sincerely hope 
the Minister will see that that provision is 
made, because I can assure him that on this 
side of the House we will back him up in 
every possible way, and I do not suppose 
that my appeal will meet with any opposi­
tion from those who are following the Go­
vermnent. Full wages should be paid Bo 
long as the widows remain unmarried and 
until the children arrive at an age when 
they can hdp themselve,o, and that I should 
say would be when they are somewhere about 
twenty-one years of age. 

Mr. RYAN: That is their common law 
·right. 

Mr. HUXHAM : That is so. But, if there 
were no common law right in the matter, 
those people have a moral right to have this 
provision made for them, and I sincerely 
hope their claim will not be overlooked, be­
cam,,~ we are prepared to do th!'l right thing 
by men who served the State well. My 
leader also dealt with the qu~~tion of social 
work, and stated that the Speech was bare 
in that direction. I recognise that something 
has been done, but not sufficient. The 
Friendly Societies Bill, the Factories and 
Shops Bill, and the report of the Meat 
Commission may affect the people advan­
tageously; but the one great ne!ld is in the 
direction of education. I am glad that the 
Secretary for Public Instruction is present, 
because I wish to point out to him the gross 
injustice that is being done to the children 
living in the metropolitan area by not having 
high schools similar to those which have been 
established in other centres. Why should the 
children in certain communities be penalised 
because in times gone by grammar schools 
were established in those communities a:nd 
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subsidised by the State? Not many people 
can afford to send their childr!')n to our 
grammar schools. It is a great mistak_e 
allowing our children to leav!l school seml­
educated, and expect them to fight ~he battle 
of life before they are properly eqmpped for 
doing so. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
The matter is being considered. 

Mr. HUXHAM: It should be dealt with 
almost immediately. 

Mr. MuRPHY: You do not want the outside 
people to be neglected, do you? 

Mr. HUXHAM: I do not v.ant to neglect 
the oubide people one bit, but the han. 
member for Burke must remember that we 
are lPgislating for human beings. I am 
quite prepared to admit that the people on 
the outskirts have not all the advanbges 
wc; have about here, but while greater 
facilities should be given for educating the 
children in the outside districts, high schools 
shouid be provided for the children here. 
I recognise that members on this side of the 
House, with all their advocacy, cannot 
hope to improve the condition of the people 
as they desire, unless greater facilities are 
granted for their intellectual development 
and the P.ducation of their charaLters. I 
believe that such development and educa­
tion will be achwved by the establishment 
of high schools and by sending more iti':'e­
runt teachers of more than ordmary capa01ty 
into the bush districts· to give attention to 
the children there. \Ve have established a 
l)niversity in the State, and greater facili­
ties than are 11ow offered should be granted 
to our children to pass through the Un!ver­
sity easily. My boy went in for tJ:te Umver­
sity junior examination, and I pa1d a small 
fee to enuble him to ent-er; but when he came 
home recently he told me that the .fee for the 
s£nior examina •ion had been ra1sed to £2 
and the fee for tho iu<1ior examination to 
£1 5s. Fortun ,,tely, -I can afford to pay 
that oxan1ination fee; but hoYt" n1an~7 vvork­
ing people in the coEimunity are able to 
pay it? We should see. that the fc'l for 
tntrance to both the s'cmor and JUnior ex­
nr:..rdnations are \Yell within t~1o 1neans of 
ordinary 1ne1nbors of the eo1nmunity. l\:Ian:,~ 
a time a person, pos.Jibly a widow, w.ill 
d "ny himself or lversclf the cmnfo1·ts of hfe 
in order that a son may obtain a good 
educ:ttion; but if you are guing to c;1arge 
a widow £1 5s. or £2 examination fee, her 
~oy will haYo a very poor _cham J of ~e~mr­
mg the advanto.g<·" of a Umv<·lJity trc:mmg. 
l thmk it would be a right thmg m the 
interest~ of the stru,:g ling poor to reduce 
the fees and that they should be reduced 
as soon 'as poscible, o0 that the children of 
poor per·ons in the community may not be 
prevented frorn going up for c:s.c:.Ininat~on 
simplv because they cannot pay" ihe h1gh 
fees fixed by the Senate of the University. 
l was vei·y pleased to hoar the spee~h of 
my friend the han. member for Fass1fern. 
It is gratifying to anybody who is h:oubled 
with nerves when addressing an aud18nce­
and I have not got over that trouble-to 
know that he acquitted himself with so 
much credit. The hem. member is to be 
congratulated on the manner in which he 
d• alt with the various subjects he discussed; 
but I would point out to him that he dealt 
with an old chestnut when he spoke of the 
reduction of our expenditure by £4 Ss. per 
capita. The per capita business was played 
out long ago. It is not a good basis for 
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an argument. I know we often speak of 
our wealth as bt:ing so much per capita, 
but what "n anomaly! A man strikes a 
good patch:-a goldmine-and he pays 
t"enty or thrrcy men £2 or £3 a week each 
for digging out the gold, while he is pos­
sibly uaking £30,GCO a year. He gets all 
tne bum, and tbo, men c~o ·all the r;-raft ; 
and yot we sav the wco.lth there is so much 
per ca:~i~ :t. r.rh~tt i a n1istakcn vray of 
<' ,tima:in:; the v- ealth of those men; and I 
n'aintain that we arc equally 1nist,;,l{en when 
,., v t::tke the u~posits in our Savings Bank 
and r: :ty tL J 1 --pre sent, on a pPr capita 
l•-~;- ;'1, t\p fi1r~ncial position of the pcLcple. 
l lmo"- tl1at in tl1e old dayd a d- positor 
got iatvcet on £200 only, and that if h'l 
h:cc1 £50J m thJ Sc,,·in:;s Bank he got 
. nothin~ fo1· ;.::~tJU. l'\fnv a c],.-pu~i 1 ,.r c·.tn get 
ivt""r-:_·_,~ c 1 £·)LJ in the Stat-· Sayin,:ys Lank, 
a~1d thG Ctnnmonv;ealth 8avint;·) Lank """ill 
givt~ hi_n intere"-t on another £~00, so that 
" per· on v,eho has that much mane•· at his 
dispo-al <'"' .:·r!- in'erest on £800. "I know 
that l ~hou!d do ilut; but how can working 
men f\'CI- that amount of money to deposit 
in th~ E'avingJ Bank? 

Mr. THOL'T: You are a capitalist. 

Mr. HUXHAM: Han. memL'r> on this 
side are not members o" the Labour party 
becamcJ they are all dependont for their 
Irving on the work of their hands, nor is 
that the case "·ith workers in the same 
C»tlSu in tho L: nitcd States and in the old 
country, for we know tht.t millionaires have 
ss•.crificed themsBhes and their positions for 
the benefit of the people. The Labour 
r,toveruent-the Socialist movement-is not 
a movement in which von have only workers 
in the ordinary sense of that word, but 
embraces all clas·ses. If some of us on this 
side have a few more pounds than the per­
sons we represent, we are. not one whit less 
sincere in our advocacy of the platform 
c.f the party and not m1e whit lf'ss devoted 
h the cause. The advent of our leader to 
the I~abour moYemcnt has done a great 
dr:al to c..mse the Labour party to be looked 
upon as somethiEg more and b~tter than a 
mere cla•' party. He could- have taken his 
1~iace on the other side of the Hous·e; but 
he is prepared to stand here b-ecause he 
believe3 that in doing so he is p.,rforming 
a pnbiie duty, and I believe that does him 
as nntch honour as j£ he were rai;,~d to the 
Lench b:· the Governm• nt sitting on the 
othe,· side. I wish now to deal wi+h a few 
remarks which fell frc-m the han. mf·mber 
for Port Curti~ and some ob,ervatio::s made 
by the h..:n. n1e1nbor for Bo\ven, ~lr. Caine. 
The hon. member for Port Curtis said 
erm1hatically th:, t he was in favour of com­
pulsory voiln!S. ~pf<lking foi~ _.:1yself, and 
\vithout COL1mitting n1y party in any 7vay, 
I would 'l t~L:tf I am v.b<solutcly \vith hin1. 
Ir. m:; O)inio"', c'')mpulE'ory enrohnent and 
co1Epulsory voting &~'e ..:nost essential. 

An Ho;-o;OTJRABL~ l\IE};Bn:: How could com­
pul:::;or:;· t·oting b _} c ;__;,rried out? 

Mr. H CXIIAM : I will tell the han. 
1~1:','11bE:r on \Yhat lines I ,,,·ould carrv it out. 
\Vh,,~n a n1an is SlLl:Hnoned to PCt as a 
jt:ror, his only excu'e for non-attendance 
L a medical certificate, and if h~ does not 
turn up and hac not sent a medical cer­
tificate of his inabi litv to attend he is fined 
heavily. · 

Mr. JlilGRPHY: ~~up pose he votes two or 
three times? (Laughter.) 

Mr. HUXHAM: That. is another matter. 
and there would be machinerY to deal with 
such cases. But, although I" would compel 
a man to go to the poll, I do not say he 
should be <'ompelled to vote for a candidate. 
If he ,; ent there, he might give an informal 
vote. Introduction of c"mpulsory voting 
would be tho n.wst econnmical '' :.t"Y o£ con~ 
ducting our election camp_aigns .. The peopl_e 

would reoog, rse therr responsi­
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saved a lot of n!.oney if this vv~ere 
brought about. If thB. Government ':·ere 
generous enough to provide a fee for votmg, 
then it wc,uld 'Je found that the people 1\er<> 
so interested in the LegieleJure tb•t they 
wnuld be . t the pc .. ils quick enough in order 
to >•arn the fee. The que,~.tion of a fee of 5s . 
for each vote recorded to be paid out of the 
L011t,Jlid,~,ted r~_;venue \vould n1-crrn a very 
t' cmo·nic.d ox•Jendituro on the part of the 
St:~te: Then, ~o far as tLe c,andi-dates them­
selves are concerned, th:'Y would not have to 
addre~,g so n1an:y rneotrn-:,3, and 1v.ould not 
h"ve to bother at all ubout arrangmg for a 
c.tnvass c£ electors. I know that it would be 
very difficult for .any Governmc nt to unde~­
take a matter of this Fnrt, because there. IS 
so much opprobrium attached to anythmg 
in the shape o{ compulsion that the people 
resent it very much. All the ~arne, our 
experience, so far, has been there rs a lot of 
compulsion in this world that ':"e have. to 
put up with. We have comp!-'lsron a;pphed 
to us so far as the preparation of mco:ne 
tax returns is conce~ne?-• and _also frth 
regard to serving on JUries,_ and m a t"l.oll­
sand and one different ways. Bnt any obJeC­
tion to it should not be a factor to m.ake 
the Government hesitate to do th:' rrght 
thing in bringing about ': ref<;rm m com­
pulsory voting. After d:'alm!5 wrtp. the ques­
tion of compulsory votmg, rt brmgs me to 
another matter referred to by the ho'!. mem­
ber for Port Curtis, and that was hrs great 
concern for the Brisbane Tramways Com­
pany. I do not know _of anything of more 
importance that the han. member could have 
spoken about. y{e have only got to hark 
back to the very active part many of us 
took in th,, affairs of 1912, when I myself 
took a place a'<tongst my comrades in try­
ing to bring about an adjustment of .the 
differences that should never have arrsen 
owing to the action of the managem,en~ of 
the Tramways Company. A great oea" of 
blame was attached to this si.de for the 
action we took on that ocC"l"IOn, but I 
remember reading in Victor Hugo's book, 
" Les :Miserables," in the early rl1apters <;f 
that fine work, where it said most emphati­
cally-

" H+• is not guilty who commits the 
sin, lout he who casts the shadow." 

On thio ooo.-,sion tho one who cast the 
shadow was the manager of the Brisbane 
Tramways Company. He could have got 
o1•er the seriom trouble that then took place 
if he had only met his emJ?loyees i~ the 
same way that men engaged m otJ:er md':'s­
tries me~t their employees on mdustr;al 
boards to talk over their differences with 
regard to wages and conditions of employ­
ment. But he would not have any . such 
thing, and the result was the turmoil .of 
1912 which will live long in the memories 
of r~any, and certainly will not be to the 
discredit of this party. I am perfectly cer­
tain that the incidents which arose over that 
unfortunate affair, for which Mr. Badger 
was solely to blame, will not be forgotten 

Mr. Huxharn.] 
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· by those who were interested in the matter, 
no matter how young they may be now. 
There is this point I want t<J emphasise in 
connection with the strike of 1912 : Many 
charges have been made against this party 
for the inhumane attitude that was adopted 
in regard to the supply of foodstuffs during 
the strike. The Treasurer referred to it 
yesterday, and said that we had no concern 
for the primary producers when we would 
allow their produce to rot rather than it 
should be handled. It was most unfortunate 
that that incident should have arisen. There 
was also another charge made in regard to 
the preventing of ice being supplied to the 
hospitals for the benefit of the sick there. 
That has been referred to over and over 
again, and we justified the position which we 
took up. The point I wish to dwell upon is 
in reference to this question of ice. An 
incident took place in connection with a 
patient at the Diamantina Hospital who was 
suffering from hemorrhage following on a 
severe illness, and some ice was required for 
him. 

Mr. COYNE: Were the hospitals short of 
ice at the time of the strike? 

Mr. HUXHAM: No, they were not. The 
case I referred to, if it could not be read 
by members in the " Telegraph " or 
"Courier," could be seen in the columns of 
the " Daily Standard " of yesterday's date. 
There was a consumptive in the hospital 
who was suffering from hemorrhage. One 
of the officials was sent to get some ice from 
Birt .and Co., and on getting the parcel 
he boarded a tram, but was ordered 
off .and told that he could not be allowed 
to carry the ice on the tram, although e. 
full explanation was made of the circum­
stances. It seems to me that these things 
can be brought up .against the people who 
took part in the strike of 1912--

Mr. COYNE: And which were not true. 

Mr. HUXHAM: And which were not 
true-but an incident of more modern date 
-only yesterday-we find ,thut callousness 
was shown on the part of Mr. Badger in not 
allowing ice to be carried on his tramcars 
to one of the patients at the Diamantina 
Hospital. 

Mr. RYAN : Shame ! 

Mr. KIRWAN: \'{hat about the Treasurer's 
heroics now. 

Mr. GILDAY: Are you li·ctcning, Mr. Home 
Secretary? 

Mr. HUXHAM: If the tramways were 
under municipal or State control, we would 
not have incidents of that sort h;lppening 
but facilities would be rendered in such ,;, 
way that the necessary provision would ba 
quickly granted. In Mr. Badger's case he 
is simply looking <J.fter his. own personal 
interest 'ivithout considering the needs of the 
community at all. Why, I think the travelling 
publio of Brisbane is the greatest boon that 
Badger has got. Last year the company 
declared a divident of 8 per cent., oand on 
top of that a bonus of 10 per cent. >vas 
declared, making 18 per cent. in .all. The 
hon. member for Port Curtis asked how­
often that dividend had been declared. It 
only wants to be declared for about five 
times and the whole of the capital is wiped 
off, and the asset still remains. What I 
want hon. members to remember is this : 
They must not think that Mr. Badger is 

[Mr. Huxham. 

the only one individual to ?e consid~r'.'d. It 
is the people who are makwg the drvtdends 
who ought t<J be considered. (Hear, hear!) 
I again remind the hon. member ~or P;ort 
Curtis that "It is not the one who 1s gmlty 
who commits the sin, but the one who casts 
the shadow." Mr. Badger was certainly the 
one who cast the shadow in 1912. 

Mr. KESSELL : Is the tram service a good 
one? 

Mr. HUXHAM : The service is a very 
poor one. 

Mr. KESSELL : You are no judge. 

Mr. HUXHAM: I havll travelled over the 
tramlines of Brisbane more than the hon. 
member for Port Curtis, and, as I stated by 
interjection when certain remarks were ma~e 
about the Tramways Company, Ol'; certam 
lines it is like travelling over a swrtchbac)<:, 
and anv man liable to seasrci<ness wr!I 
experie,.;ce that feeling when travelling over 
the line from Breakfast Creek to thll Valley 
junction. 

Mr. KESSELL: It is a first-class service, and 
you know that. 

Mr. HUXHAM: Don't talk nonsense. 
Mr. MoRGAN: Where is there a better 

service? 

Mr. HUXHAM: In Sydney. 
The HOME SECRETARY: Sydney! \Yhat non­

sense! 

Mr. HUXHAM: There is no doubt about 
that. 

Mr. MoRGAN: Ours is the 'best service m 
Australia. 

Mr. HUXHAM: I like hon. members to 
have a good opinion of the country :;nd 
city in which they live, as it is a nice feel.mg 
to ha v!l, but it is unwise for us to be unJust 
when we find better conditions prevail else· 
where and we know the tram service here 
is not as well conducted as in the other 
St-ates. 

Mr. PETRIE: The experts say we have the 
best tram service in Australia. 

Mr. HUXHAM: Some ~x:~erts may say 
that but that does not s"·ttle the case. 
Ho,~·ever, to P·"" on. Tho Hon. the Ptcmicr, 
in speaking on the question of what was 
bving done tor th., primary produc.'r, reLrred 
to the grt>at amount of good that had 
been done to the primary producn. Of 
course I have different vi--w as to who the 
primary produrer is to what the Premier 
may have, because I look upon the farmer 
not so much the primary producer as ~he 
men and women wm·kers of the commumty, 
and the point I want to dwBll upon here is 
the question of providing adequately for 
those primary producers in the best sense 
of the term. ' The primary producers that I 
am interested in "re the fathers and mothers 
of the community, and, taking them in bu}k, 
I me:tn the working class. In thll questiOn 
of their progeny, we find not sufficient care 
is taken of their future as should be the 
case. I dealt with the question of education 
just now, but the point I want to dwell on 
is this: that where the father is dead and 
application is made to the Government for 
proper sustenance for the children, better 
provision should be made for them than we 
have done at the present time. We know 
much has been done, but in these times the 
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allowance that is made to mothero and 
foster-mothers is inadequate for thl' upkeep 
of their children. I was very pleased to 
hear His Excellency speak on this question 
at the last annual meeting of the creche and 
kindergarten. His Excellency sa:id it was 
pitiable to think that the mothers had to put 
their children into thl' creche ·while they were 
at work, but, under the present order of 
things, it was the best that could be done. 
I maintain that a better order of things 
should prevail at the present time. These 
unfortunate mothers are separated from 
their children and have not that maternal 
care of them that is necessary to bring them 
up as good citizens. Although they are put 
under the care of a tender class of people 
who will care for them, still I maintain it 
is the duty of the mother to look after her 
own children, and for that very reason I 
say that when application is made and 
granted by the Home Department, certainly 
a larger sum of money than 5s. a week for 
one child, and 4s. per week for each subse­
quent child, should he granted. T·hen, again, 
in the case of foster-mothers, I think Ss. a 
week for infants under two years of age, and 
6s. a week for children over two years of 
age, is too little to pay, consi•dering the 
liigh cost of living that prevails at the 
pre.sent time. We .all know that the cost 
of living, notwithstanding what the han. 
member for Drayton said to the contrary, 
has gone up very considerably. Sugar, 
some seven or eight years ago, was 2d. per 
lb., bread was 3d. per loaf, and house rent 
was about 7s. a week for what you have to 
pay 14s. 'l week and more now. You might 
take the avBrage incrBase all round at not 
less than bv\ween 30 per cent. and 40 per 
cent., and I am under the mark rathBr than 
over it. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : And the farmer is get­
ting less for his produce. 

Mr. HUXHAM: I am not speaking about 
the farmer getting less. It is not the fault 
of th~ community, because they are paying 
more. 

Mr. COYNE: It is eaten up by the tru<ts. 

Mr. HUXHAM : I maintain that to meet 
the additional expenditure that foster-

. mothers and mothers have be<':n put to, the 
allowance.; that are given at the present 
time should bo increased by at least 50 per 
cent., and, in fact, as far as the mothers are 
concerned, I maintain that they should have 
an equal amount to that given to foster­
mothers. In an extract that I read the other 
day from a French nBWJpaper, it was stated 
that the b~st provivion that could be made 
for the care of om· children was that the 
mother should have constant oversight of 
them, and this cannot be when the mother 
gets such a small allowance, and who, be­
caue'3 of heT maternal feelings has to work, 
and work hard. ShB ie thereby deprived of 
the duty of properly caring for her children 
because the State does not amply provide 
for the;e primary producers. I am very glad 
that the leader of the Opposition spokB in 
the strain that he did, because he echoed 
the fe•lings of the whole of this sidB of the 
House-that more provision should be made 
for widows who need State assistance, and 
certainly ample provision should be made for 
thB children at that trying time of life, and 
T sincerely hope that, notwithstanding the 

statement in the Governor's Speech, that 
" The increased and increasing cost of go· 
vBrnment calls for the close scrutiny of BX­
penditure," we will be prepared to sacrifice 
ourselves a bit that we might adequately 
provide for those unfortunates who are not 
able to live on the small pittance that is 
given. ThB position is sufficiently acut<: ~t 
the present time to make me feel that 1t IS 
my bounden duty to urge on the Home Sec­
retary, on behalf oi the people who are 
experiBncing privation, to give them ade· 
quate assistancl'. Anyone who goBs through 
the experience that I go through about two 
days in the week will realise what I say is 
necessary. At one plaoo I visited last Mon­
day week one unfortunatB woman is paying 
14s. a week rent for a place which reminds 
me very much of Tennyson's " Locksley 
Hall," wher•c Tennyson speaks of "the war­
rens of the poor." I think thBy should get 
an adequate sum of money to provide for the 
children. 

Mr. MoRGAN: Can you suggest a remedy 1 

Mr. HUXHAM : Yes, provide for them. 
An HoNOURABLE MEMBER : ProvidB Govern· 

ment cottages. 
Mr. MoRGAN: ·won't they have to pay rent 

if they have Government cottages? 

Mr. HUXHAM: y~,, they would, but at 
the same timB they would be cottages woTth 
living in, and they would not be under the 
impost they are under at the present time. 
You don't pay as much under the \Vorkers' 
Dwellings Act. Apart from that, how many 
people can take advantage of thB Workers' 
DwBllings Act ? 

The PREi\!IER : 1, 868 houses have been erec­
ted under it. 

Mr. HUXHAM : I am not saying that 
much good has not been done, but who bene­
fits by it? 

Mr. KESSELL: The workers. 

Mr. HUXHAM : Oertail}ly not those who 
need it most. The woman who has to go 
out charing-what chance has she of getting 
the 25 per cent. deposit required for a house? 
It might be very well for the artisan who 
has been in constant work, or the young 
fellow who is about to be married, but the 
man who is married and has a large family 
is unable to save the 25 per cent. required 
under the Workers' DwBllings Act. It is 
beyond a man who is married and has a 
family to find 25 per cent. of the value d a 
building under that Act. And I maintain 
that if the Government wants seriously to 
grapple with the question, it is for them 
to do as they have done in New South \Vaks 
-erect dwellings foT the benefit of those v'ho 
need it most. 

The PREMIER: The :cent of those dwellings 
is far higher than the payments nr>der the 
Workers' Dwellings Act. 

Mr. HUXHAM: However that may be, 
they do not average 14s. a week for tho~e I 
saw, and the one is a place to live in and 
the other is a stable, like the place I "" w on 
Sundav week. I am appealing to the Trea­
surer that, if there is to be any question of 
cu~tailment of expenditure, it should not .be 
in the housing of our pBople and the mam­
tenance of our children who need State aid. 
And I hope that the Home Secretary-and I 
know he is sympathetic on thB matter-will 
do his best to insist th~.t he gets ample funds 

Mr. Huxham.] 
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to dispense assistance to those people who so 
sadly need it. One hon. gentleman was 
speaking the other night about rentals. We 
know very wdl that we must pay rentals to 
the people who have most money, and I am 
going through an experience ju"t now which 
makes me think that the average landlord is 
not anxious to accept a very low rental. I 
am paying a pretty stiff rent for my place 
in Quewn street, but I confess that when my 
lease expires-althous·h by my n.ctivity in my 
buciness I have improved the place con­
siderably-my r~nt will have been. ·bumped 
up sDmething bctw8en 60 and 70 per cenf.. 
And I think. therefore, chat the people 
who have th3 con jcie11c 3 to raise rents f<J 

abnormall:· high as that ar" just tho l-v 1ple 
who are able to bear the greatest share of 
taxation. 

.;,1r. BEBBINGTON: Th.c;t is the land hx. 

Mr. HUXHAJH : The lana: tax acr s not 
bump up rents about o6~ per cent. in five 
;years. That is a met:e fleabite, in what they 
are called upon to pay. I !:now this much : 
that I am called u:>on ro p \V it 'nd much 
more. I shall have to foot the bill. I sin­
Derely hope t;;a the landlord '"ill be more 
fortun::t:e in his incoming tecant than he 
1va·, in 1ne, by getting "OE'E'"ll~' to pa~~· the 
high rent he expects 1ne to pay. 

::Ylr. O'SuLLIVAN: You meant you hope the 
incoming tenant will be more fortunate than 
you are? 

Mr. HUXHAM: Yes; that the incoming 
tenant will be more fortunate thun J have 
been. 

Mr. KESSELL: You did not tell us that 
this .afternoon when vou were talking about 
Savings Banks. " 

Mr. HUXHAM: The little bit that I have 
in the Savings Bank will soon be all ab­
sorbed by paying a rent of n,bout £1,000 
a year. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: You do not want the 
landlord to grab that? 

Mr. HUXHAM: Not much! A great deal 
was said by the hon. member fo•· Wide Bay 
about meat trusts. Now, if there is one 
thing that I am more plea.;ed about than 
another it is the strong prohlst that was 
made by the p8ople at the last election 
against trusts and combines, because I an1 
perfectly certain that if a trust gets ol hold 
here we should have ju>.t the same experience 
that they have had in America with it. I 
think we have had nothinl' more pointad 
than the fact that in the Qables of yesterday 
or the day before ye9t2rday we found that 
the. big shipping companies are cowbining 
agamst the meat trust, so that the meat 
trust will not have it all their own way, and 
that arrangements hav~ been mr1de, on the 
opening of the Panama Can.~!, to get bort!os 
of a sufficient length and beam to pick a lJ 
their cargoes and maintain a daily servir:r3 
between the Pacific and tho east coast • > £ 
America. 

Mr. MORGAN: That is ouo trust fighting 
another trust. 

Mr. HUXHAM : As a matter o£ fact, I arn 
dealing with the meat trust just now, and 
I think it is the one that concerns us most. 
The Chief Secretary, in interjecting regard­
ing the price of meat, ~aid that the 1s. 7d. per 
pound which had been quoted was the price 
of porter-house steak. I have got a series of 
figures here in reference to the price of meat, 

fMr. Huxham. 

extracted from this well-known book by 
Charles Edward Russell; and it is looked 
upo,; as a good deal of an authority on 
what the meat trust has done. And although 
it was nublished in 1905, we have got to 
reqognise that between th~n and the J!resEOllt 
time there has been a b1g advance '" the 
market. In this book we find th>tt t b>e !Jl'I0e 
of porter-house steak advanced from 1900 to 
1905 by 40 per <-en< ; sirloir:• 50 pe~ c;mt; ; 
1 ;_.u --d ste,3.k: o\·er 20 per cent.; chuc-~ StBaK, 

o;;c-r 50 per rB"'lt. ; pri1no rib, over 33 per 
cont.; hi:ndqu:-1 ~.-._:r la.!nb, o"'·,_;r 34 p,or cent.; 
if~g n1utton~ 40 per cent.; r·.unp ( Jl'.il beef, GO 

·: cc-n+.; pb.to corn bt.~li, o·.'er Jl per ccn~.; 
.... :o n:..,r c ;~nt.; bfll· J_1, o\ Gr C3 per cc.:_;._;.; 

·-·~{)1', {-, nel' c ' ; d ··, o· e1· 14 p~~r 
.t. And il is l:?Llrrkabl·-l th ·~. ~.~.7bercas 1n 

lP,..r; i1w nrodu-ce"· w·~·~\ gettin?' 6 dollars per 
htn~,:h 1-,:·':'i•'} • 

1 
in 1~01 ho 1vas g, t;_ing e;nly 

4.50. 
lHr. KILWAN: And they say that is good for 

'he producer. 

Mr. HUXHAM: There was " drop of 25 
per cent. so far as the producer was con­
cerned, and there was a very considerable 
increase so far as the consumer was con­
(*'rned. So I do not think we need waste 
many tears on having <flotched the bBef tr.u~t 
when we did in Queensland. And I thml< 
that the exPerience of the Southern States 
wi!l have led them to take a different turn 
when next we face the refetenda-because 
w0 shall have it again-and I hope we shall 
be able to get rid of them. once fo; all. Th.ere 
is another matter to whwh I wtsh ~ reter, 
and that is the remark made by the hon. 
member for \Vide Bay, that this trust .'s a 
benevolent concern, and that it IS not an 
American trust. Those who have read this 
book, "The Greatest Trust in the "World." 
will know that the meat trust never con­
fin<;d itself to a;!y one .nar;;?· , It J:ad a 
serres of name3 The P~l~ a:;rx, as rt WHB 
callt'd. They w~re the Swift, Armour, Morris, 
National. Schwauochild and Sulzherger, and 
Oud:1hv Companies. This "Big Six" ha-d 
the entire population of Ameri<·" in its con­
trol not onlv so far ,,s the sur;•ly of meat 
Vi'.as' conc~rnB:d but ulso so far .r\s the da·iry 
and prc.duce market was concerned. 

The PREMIER : The secret of their PJ1\'er 
was the control of transit.~ 

Mr. HUXHAM: I was anticipating that, 
becausP a great deal has been made of it 
during this seosion. 

The PREMIER: Rusf,ell puts it all down to 
that. 

Mr. HUXHAM: How comes it that the 
big English shi!Jping compRnies are fiC"hting 
it as "c are told? The trust only needs to 
maintain n trade as big ns it can for the 
requirements of the country ihelf and discon­
tinue exnorting, and it means that it will 
hwe the- Qontrol and fix enthely wJ:at price 
it is going to charge for meat. It IS out to 
make money and nothing more. 

Mr. TROUT: Is there a trust here at the 
present time? 

Mr. HUXHAM: Yes. 

Mr. TROUT: And you want tn give pre­
ference to the trust that is alLeady here? 

Mr. HUXHAM: No; I do not. Because 
the American trust is trading here under 
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ar.other !'arne, it is nothing but the meat 
trust. ='iow, let us find out what Russell 
says about this matter. He sayo-

" It is quite• true that for some years 
the. S":ift and Armour Car Lines had 
n~amtamed a show of competition but 
altu- the formal launching of the' Beef 
T1ut as the .National Packing Com­
pan3·, even this ehow was ab,· .. ndoned 
e-nd all tho refrigerator-cor lireo of th~ 
packers, undo:· whatever name'., were 
J;_ crnl.e0 pr"1,CtiCa:Jly as one. The names 
a.r.:~ LbiOn: and from then1 the unini­
ti_ te:~ :'·auld n-over in1agine the real 
o·.,·nu_·p 1Hp. ~Here arc some <A tho titlt-s-

A.r- 7 r; _ r Group. 

T> J A_rlnour Refri;_;·Lrati~~g Line. 
Tlrc Al' nrur Packin~ Con11JtL:l'.'. 
~- n>,nr a~_d Co. - L ~ 
.L1 : urtgro~- i1 ' Expr<='~ J. 

I(-·nr•:s C: 1y Fruit Exp"C'' 
qontinenta] Fruit Ext'L""" 
~~o: d, I.y~-- ;tn,- and Co. -
Aansas Crty Drc• c:d B·ecf Line. 
Barb?-rosqa Re.frigm~ator Line. 
TropiC;:.; I Rsfriberator Expr" ss. 

Swift (-/roup. 
~wift Refrig-erator Line. 
Calif?rnia !!.,ruit Transportation. 
C~mtme:1tal Fruit Transpmhtion. 
L1bby, :McNeil, and Libby. 

11 orri·: aroup. 
Morris Refrigerator Linco. 
:Nelson, Morris, and Co. 
American Live Stock Comnany. 
N. K. Fairbanks. • 

Harnrnond aroup. 
George IL Hammond and Co. 
National Car line. 
Anglo-American Refrigerator Line." 

That dou not end the number. In this 
book " have a list of what comprises 
tru~t, c:her than those I have given, but 
theu nanH'3 are so nu!nerour~, and they all 
~c_ar t!J.e. meat trust brand, th:,t I do not 
tr.1nk 1t IS necessary to read :L.,m. At the 

samn time, we Immv that these 
[7.30 p.m.] people operah in :,werica in 

. . . snch a wr.y t"at they have been 
mimical to the ir.terests of the Am:•rican 
proleio:riat; and it would certu.inly be the 
sa1ne 1~, they \Y:re operating he-,.,.; and I 
c~n qur::.~ conCdiYe the pccc.ibility that the 
tune \'.IL co:me ''~len tho Americ:1n meat 
trl}st, .. or 

1 
any oth~~ tru.:t, can ~-et Pvch a 

gnp ot tne Australian p·-ople that thev are 
not able to easily deal with them. " 

rhe PRE'JIER: V\Te can get the grip of 
thmn iir t. 

Mr. HUXHA;\1: .is a matt· r of fact we 
find that there is a great deal of S}~mp~thy 
shown to th·.·sc trn·ts. \V" do not find 
tha~ the Gover,nmcnt has tnkcn any very 
~ctrv~ ,rart aga1nH th(=' Trannva:vs Con1pany 
m ginn:·· us what we are entitled to. 

The PrmnnEu: It used to cost me Sd. a 
da~· to come in, but now I can do it for 4d. 
a day. 

. Mr. HUXHAM. That was in a former 
time to those days I came to town with 
tb<> han. gentleman, and I never paid 4d. 

The. PREMIER: You paid 4d. from the 
Junction. 

Mr. HUXHA:\1: Oh, no; 3d. It was 
before, and rose after a time, but not at the 
tin1e I am referring to. 

Tho' PRE1IIER: ),t fibt 
it was 6d; now it is 2d. 
tion that as far ''s the 
good. 

fro:n th' Junction 
There ;, no ques- · 
c-Jrvico goes it is 

Mr. HUXILJ,.M: It is a mc.nopol-c at the 
present t.i.n1e. The Tutll1V. _, '3 C.Jr.~r;any has 
run (;il ol!: -r rn{.U.lld of pEr -,:~nger transit; 
they ~ro the , ol) run::>~r:s 0.11 the roJ.d, and 
it is up to our [\, .·.~rnn1cnt to ·~-,~ that, 
e::1der th0 franchi'·o \ ·hich \ '2S -~ rant.-d, thB 
Tr:::tmtYU.JJ Co1<y •. nl~i providr::~ a1nple v.cconl­
Llod.uLio:a fc: tho p! ,-_,lll·.J vdlJ a~·o u-,ing it. 
1_.-ou ,·,:~-e eL _bling- ,h_ln to pay t!vc-, h :ld­
sorne diYide'1d of 18 per cent., ·,~_ hi-~h is too 
riniculou' ,. p10fit for an: one to make out 
of a pub lie ;· ;:rn ni ..:"J.c:}, 

T-..~e. T:t>H :r: I-I-.:w many ~-o:~,r<:' wore they 
ru;-ning it bcforD the,-~ paid ~ny interest 7 

Hr. IIUXHAJ'\1: U:rfortunatdy, we cannot 
g·8t the whole truth of the opn.,,tions of the 
company, bec,"Hl..Se tlwy cover their tracks in 
such a. -.: ay that nobudy can gc t at their real 
balance-sheet -.; as to find out what profits 
they have mac!e since they put the original 
capihl into the concern. 

A GovERNMEKT J\IEMBER: What sort of 
wagL' do they pay? 

An OPPOSITION ME:liBER: Not as good as 
they pay in New South Wales. 

The PREMIER : :My word they do-thll best 
wages in ~'l.usti'alia. 

Mr. BOWlllAN : All freedom taken from 
them. 

Tho PRE~IIER: They are mighty happy, 
anyway. 

Mr. HUXHAM : Whilst this fusilade is 
passing between members on both sides, I 
suppob~ I will be allowed an extension of 
time. (Laughter.) I want to ref(•r to a 
matter with reference to the coal trade of 
this port. Some few years ago a rebate was 
granted, with rega.rd to coal used for bunker 
and cargo, of ls. a ton. I a.m stating my 
personal opinion on this matter, and not on 
behalf of my party. It was then dropped to 
9d. a ton, then to 6d., then to 3d., and finally 
wiped OLlt altogether. During the time that 
the coal trade was actively stimulated by 
these rebat: o, a great deal of work was 
thereby pr~>vi.-:ed, and I would therefore ask 
the Government to consider the question­
if the'· will L>Jt reinstate the rcb,,te-of at 
h~ast providing alicq:wte accommodation for 
the shipping of coal along the South Bris­
bane wharves. \Ve have one there at the 
present time, but it is inadequate for the 
purpO'',e, and another crani_' should be in~ 
stalled. More trucks should be oupplied for 
the c .. rrying of coal from Bunuanba to the 
wharvc,, so as to Pnable the portcide workers 
who ar0 handling coal to get more employ­
ment than there is at the present time. I 
regret th1t the time allowed me is exhausted. 
I hope that the suggestions I have given to 
the :everal Minister~ will be taken up by 
them and put int,o practice at a very early 
stage. 

OPPOSITION MEIYIBERS : Hear, hear ! 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 

(Hen. W. T. Paget, Jiackay) : The general 
trend of the remarks of members of the Op· 
position, with the exception of the hon. 
member who has just preceded me, I think, 

Han. W. T. Paget.] 
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has been in the direcbion of a tone of keen 
disappointment that there is no rift in the 
ranks of the Liberal party. 

Mr. HUXHAM: I am disappointed too. 
(Laughter.) 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The hon. member, in a tone of keenest 
regret, says that he is disappointed too, but 
he did not voice the disappointment. All 
the other membBrs have combined in saying 
what an extremely valuable party the Labour 
party would be for the farmers and primary 
producers of the State if they could get into 
occupation of the Treasury benches. 

Mr. COYNE: And they will be there right 
enough. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I think that as the wheel of events turns, 
the Labour party of that day-and that day 
will be long di,tant-n.ay possibl) occupy the 
Treasury bcnchBs in this House. But I do 
not think they are likely to get the support 
of the primary producers by the programme 
that the leader of the Opposition put for­
ward.. The han. gentleman stated that ;lvery 
questwn should be a State question. The 
hon. gentleman surely cannot know the man 
on the land intimately if he thinks that the 
settler, the farmer, and the primary pro­
ducer in this State desires to have his busi­
ne"s run by the State. 

Mr. RYA~ : I ~id not say any such thing. 
You are mrsquotmg me. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Those people desire to run •their business 
without State interference, if at all possible. 

Mr. THEODORE : Do they run their own 
. railways? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Thev do not run their own railways except 
throug·h their repreqmtativ<:s in the House 
for the r-oason that it has been the polio; 
o_f Qu<ce:>sland and of Australia generally, 
smce r"Ih,·ays were first started that the 
running of railways, as with pqst and tele­
graphs, chould b, a Government function. 

Mr. RYAN: Does not the Government inter­
ferP to provide clean seed, for instance? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
There is no question that the Goyernment 
have inter'ered in that dire~dion, but what 
is done in that e;cse is that the Government 
take ., ~eps to see that pure seed is supplied 
to the farmers. 

~Ir. RYAN: We would supply it at cost 
prrce. 

Mr. BEBBIXGTON: \Vhat would that cost 
price b0? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The cost price of any article is what it costs 
~o produce. that ~rticle, and all tho charge" 
111 _connectwn wrth the production of that 
artrcle must be added to the c· .gt before i! 
is sold to thos·' who desire to have it. -

Mr. RYAN: We will save the profit of the 
middleman. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
With regard to the burning question of the 
middleman, the primar:,· producers have the 
matter entirely in their own hands. In the 
sugar industry 1nany years ago, with the 
assistance of the Treasury, the sugo_r-growers 
took the matter into their own hands in the 
way of erecting mills for crushing their own 
cane, and, although I wiil grant that those 
mills have not been as purely co-operative 
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in their operations as they might ha_ve been, 
there is no question-and I speak w1th. s?me 
knowleqge on the subject-that the orrgmal 
intention of Sir Samuel Griffith, when he 
put the first £50,000 on the Estimates for 
building sugar-mills, the cane to be grown 
by white labour and the sugar to he manu­
factured by white labour, was that .the enter­
prise should be purely co-operative. The 
two mills that were erected under that first 
scheme were at Mackay, and without a 
shadow of a doubt they were erected a~ 
co-operative mills, and all the mills erected 
by the Government under the Sugar Works 
Guarantee Act of 1893 were also supposed 
to be co-operative mills. But, as in a;ll 
questions such as this, there were certam 
landowners who, for the purpose of enabling 

·the mills to be built, pledged their lands to 
the Treasurer to make up the security, and 
that is how in the course of years rt has 
turned out that some of the mills are not 
purely co-operative, and there are share­
holders in those mills who do not grow cane 
for them. 

Mr. RYAN: Do you think tl1at is right? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Whether I think that is right or not is not 
the question I am debating; but I do say 
that any man who puts his 12roperty or his 
money into a conpern for the purp?se ~f 
startino- that concern and for carrymg It 
on as ~ business has a right to expect that 
that property or that money shall return 
him something on his investment. 

J\fr. FOLEY: Anything between 5 per cent. 
and 500 per cent. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The leader of the Oppositio;n referred. to the 
middleman, and I am trymg to pomt out 
an industry in which I have been hrge)y 
interested during the whole of my hfe 111 
Queensland, in which an at~empt has been 
made to do away with the middleman. Then 
we com<> to the Central and the Southern 
parts of the State. How ma":'y co-ope;.-a­
tive butter factories are there 111 operatwn 
in those districts at the present time? A 
very large number; and th~ farmers­
whether they be farmers growmg general 
produce, or whether th~y be farmers. in th_e 
dairying line-who desrre to do the1r busi­
nuJ through firms ot]1er th_an th~mselves 
have the matter entirely 111 then own 
hands. As hon. members know, I have been 
a strong advocate of co-operation for many 
years. 

Mr. GILLIES: Should the State not assist? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The State has assisted the sugar industry 
co-operators to the tune o£ over £590,000, 
and the State assists those who desire .to 
erect co-operative butter or chet·'e factones 
or fiourmills to the extent of a largB pro. 
portion of the capital that is required to 
erect the premises. 

Mr. BEBBINGTOl'f: Up to 50 per cent. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : 
So that the hon. member's int-erjection only 
bears out what I have said-that those 
people who desire to get away from what is 
termed the middleman have every oppor­
tunity of doing so in this State. The l<>ad~r 
of the Opposition also mentioned thab m 
South Australia the Government have 
erected cold stores for taking produce from 
the farmers and dealing with it in those 
cold stores, and, by inference, it was stated 
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that the Government of Queensland have 
done nothing in this direction for the 
primary producers of this State. 

Mr. RYAN: By inference? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Yes; by inference. The statement cva.s not 
directly made. I would point out to the 
hon. member that quite a number of years 
ago the Railway Department has had col<l 
stores at Roma Street Station, where large 
quantities of butter and other produce have 
b.een doolt with; ":nd, ~n view of the expan­
SIOn of the datrymg mdustry generaily it 
was thought advisable last year that 'we 
should considerably increase that accommo­
dation so as to provide cold storage for 
butter for export. We have not yet been 
able to get the machinery, but, when tho,n 
col<l stores are equipped with electric lift? 
the cost will probably be something lik~ 
£25,000. That does not include the cost of 
the buildings, but just the cost of the equip­
ment and of altering the bui1din"'s that we 
had at Roma Street Station a;d making 
them suitable for the purpose for which they 
were intended and installin<>' up-to-date 
refrigerating machinery. " 

Mr. KIRWAN: The whole cost will be 
£25,000? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
It will be approximately £25,000. Since 
January last the farmers have been able to 
Rtore th·ere 89,670 hoxes of butter. I am 
sorry to eay that the producers of cheese 
have not used the stores to the extent that 
I desire they should. I believe it is the 
practice of the manufacturd'S to send their 
cheese to a c~ntral store where it is not 
n_ecessa~:v to keep it in cold storage ; but the 
time Will come when the manufacturers of 
chee'e on the Darling Downs will bless the 
Government for having provided cold stor­
age accqmmodation for them. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: That is right. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The export oi cheese is growing rapidly 
and it is possible that the time will com~ 
when there will 1)e constan! shipments to the 
old country from Brisbane, and I hope the 
manufacturers will take full advantage of 
the portion of the stores which is set ap',rt 
for their use. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : Queensland cheese is the 
best manufactured in Australia. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
~ am sorry to think that not enough of it 
ls manufactured to fill the magnificent cham­
bers which are there waiting at Roma street 
for I see that during the six months ther~ 
were only fifty-nine boxes of cheese stored 
there. A small quantity of drugs and a. 
few cases of milk !we been stored there. On 
the 20th of this month we had in the cold 
stores 591 cases of apples. There were 791 
cases there two days before, but 200 case·; 
were taken out, leaving 591. A small quantity 
of small goods is stored there at the present 
time, but, as in other matters, I suppose 
that those for whom the stores have been 
built-I refer to other than butter producers 
-must be educated up to the fact that there 
is accommodation for their produce. That is 
my answer to the inference that the Govern­
m~nt have not done anything to assist the 
primary producers in the way of providing 
cold stores. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER: Do they find 
markets for the farmers? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I do not claim that any Government depart­
ment handles produce for the farmers at the 
present time, but I am not at all certain that 
a scheme which I had in hand when I was 
at the Agricultural Department might not 
have been carried out with nrofit. I allude 
to a. scheme for handling s-uch produce aE 
lambs and poultry. 

Mr. RYAN: That is in our platform, but it 
was turned down by the Government. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILW~\. YS: 
I do not know whether it is in the platform 
of the hon. member's party, but in .1ny cr.se 
I am not at all certain that it would be ,a 
bad thing for settlers if such a scheme were 
consummated. I have been informed that 
the cold stores which we have at Roma street 
are equal to anything of the kind in ~\us­
tralia, and I think that is a big step in the 
right direction. The hon. member for \Var­
rego made reference to quite a number of 
matters. The hon. member said there was no 
substance in the Governor's Speech, and that 
there ·was p1-actically nothing for the people 
foreshadowed or outlined in the Speech. 
\Vhat about the propo,eals to assist the sugar 
industry as set forth in the two Bill; now 
before the House-the Suga~ Growers Bill 
and the Sugar Cultivation Bill? 

Mr. RYAN: They do not go far enough. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Members opposite may think that, lmt l 
would point out that those Bills go just as 
far e,s was contemplated in the ugreement 
made between the Chief Sec~etary of this 
State and the Prime Minister of the Common­
wealth last December. Whether it is pocsible 
that we could go further and !Jerhaps fare 
'\vorse is a question for the Government and 
the Liberal party to consider. A Friendly 
Societies Bill is also momised. Is that not 
a Bill which will be of some service to ~h9 
people of the State? Then there is a 
Matrimonial Caus~s Act Amendment Bill 
foreshadowed in the Governor's Speech. 
Surely it cam:ot be argued that that will 
bo of no benefit at all to those who df'sire 
to be assisted in a certain direction. We have 
also a consolidated Railwa"' Bill. Our fir.st 
Railways Act w··s pao,ed in 1865. and mrely 
it is adviFable that we should take this n>·1tter 
in hand now. and r0e whether w- cannot 
make th'-' condition of those employed in the 
Railway Department ewn better t~an it is 
at the present time. Why, last session mem­
bers thought so much of that Bill that the 
second reading went through in tw:l hours. 
I am sorry the mce.sure went to th'. bottom 
of the paper, and that I have to resurrect it 
this 'ear. There is al'o the Elections Act 
Amendment Bill. Surely no hon. member 
could for one minute say that it is not a g-ood 
thing to bring in an Elect'ons Bili--

Mr. RYA:-1: Hear, hear ! I quite agrr '· v;ith 
you. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
So that el£ctions in Queensland shall be made 
even purer than they have been in the past. 
The hon. member for \Varrego assertod this 
afternoon that all the corrupt practices at 
elections were brought about by members of 
the Liberal party, but I join issue with him 
there. The hon. member also dwelt a grent 
deal on th~ great Brisbane strike of last 
year, which I certainly thoug~t was 0_ver and 
done with. I was under the 1mpress10n that 
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we all fought that battle out on the o!atforrn 
during April, 1912, and afterwards i1, this 
House. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Your party re;our­
rected it. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I do not propofle to take up time in speaking 
upon that matter, as I have other matters 
to deal with. The hon. member for ·w arrego 
further shtcd that the last State election 
was won by the Liberal party by false gtate­
ments, by ialse isoues, and by misleading the 
-eleccors. It was by those meccns, he said, thao 
we carne back \vith nwh a sweeping majority, 
and that tho L;i,bour party came hac~;: ve1y 
Hlth.h sinull- r in numl>~rs th::,n thev rtrJti­
cipatecl. If thc.se were the rcaoons \~'1y we 
,came ba..;k v;.rith such a sweeping .::naJorit;r, 
then urely the groat vic'ory which the 
Lab<...ur party in this House has b?,;:l cJain1i1 g 
duriLJ the· la·t fortnight for the Labour 
party at the recent Fed< ral election.·, was 
gain; d by mis.;tatements, fal-e issu-·s, c~v.pli­
ca tion,, and per.s0naliti2s. 

::Vir. FOLEY: You are thr first to say that. 

The SECRETARY F0R R:\ILWAY": 
What :tpplic, to thP Liberal party must 
logically apply to the Labour party. 

Mr. FOLEY: Not necpssarily. 

The SECREL'>RY FOR RAIL\YAYS: 
Yes, necessarily. But, according to members 
opposite, what applies to the party sitting 
-on this side of the Hou.<e does not apply to 
the party sitting on the other side. 

JYll:. RYAN: We explained away your mis­
representations. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
There is no question but that the party en 
this side always goes to an election with rer­
fectly clean hands and runs the election with 
perfect!.) clean hands. I believe that ~11 
parties in State politics in Que,:onsland go to 
an election with clean hands, but if ti1u·e 
are any loopholes in the law for malpractices 
by persons or parties, they shouid be stopped 
up, and if it is at all possible for us by an 
amendment of the Elections Act to put a 
stop to malpractices that have tal='n place 
in the p~st, and may occur in the future, I 
think it is our duty to make such amendm.,nt 
in the Act. 

1\h RYAN: \Ve >Yant tv nuke it more liberal. 

Th, SECRbT.\RY FOR rAILWAYS: 
The deput:• leader of the Oppr ,jtion when 
fipcaking :..Lt an , ,-Lriicr ftnQ'e of t\is de~mte 
'COH11Jlai:-.1t ,1 of x~raVJ .. ~~aL:c~ in railway loan 
expCnJituro. 1-le also rn_;jg :he s~.:1tement 

that it 1XHS o-;vins .. to du~ argu­
[8 p.n1.] ments that 'verc brought forward 

during 1:-tst sf~ ion that we were 
not rxp,:_nding money at s:;.:-'h ~. Ltte as "'\YC 
had hr .. ;:n iL the p:;_;,t i\.:s n Ulqtter of fact, a 
pull \Y:;l t~.ktn on th-e expenditure last Janu­
ary tYrelv2 1non.tts, six 1non-..~1s b~foro the 
-session ope11cd. As to our gt'C>;J extra,·a­

, gancc in loan expenditure, I ''auld point 
'DUt bat during the last financial year the 
-appropriation for railways genenlL-that is, 
construction, Dpenf'-1 Iinc3, and rolling-Etock 
-was ,~2,923,587. That was for the ye-ar 
1911-12. If we turn to the Treasurer's tables 
we wiil see on page 33, Table F.2, that the 
-expenditure for that year >Yas o£2,854,560, OJ:" 

o£69.027 less than what Parliament has said 
we might spend in the Railway Department. 

Mr. RYAN: Does that include the purchase 
-of rails? 
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The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
It includes everything for the Railway De· 
partment within the four corners of the 
tv elve months. 

Mr. RYAN: ·How did you get on with the 
"" ·el trust for your rails? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : 
The hon. gentleman asks me what is a v~ry 
pertin:.dt ques~ion-how did 'S!J get en w1th 
the stcd trust for rails? That ig a matter 
entirely forei,;n to m0. I have net been 
able to -ee any C.:ifficulty with tl1e steel tru ,t. 

}Ir. RYAN: The Federal Gm ernment and 
the Nevv South \V;:d·i":; GoY,/rrnncnt have 
fouYlrl gre:,t difficul' y with the sted trust in 
f:,GUirJ, r:: ils. 

Th· SJ"CRETARY FOR RAILW~\YS: 
I am n,,: aw:ue that we have had cmy deal­
ings at all with the steel true:, Is the hon. 
gdnt~F·Ll,~n r~ferring to the A1nerican steel 
trust? 

Mr. RYAN: The steel trust. They o;Jcrate 
all over the world. 

11r. FOLEY: Our Minister has got a trust 
Jf his own. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
If there is a steel trust, I suppose the Rail­
" ay Department of Queensland mu;,t be in 
good odour with them, when we can get what­
ever rails we r€quire from them at any time, 
iUld at a reasonable price. 

J\Ir. HrxHA'i!: Has there been any high 
rato recently? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
We have not been calling for tenders re­
cently. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: Is that why you are par­
tial to trusts? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
With regard to gross extravagance in loan 
expenditure in the R,~ilway Department, I 
would like to say that Parliament voted 
o£2,300,000 in that direction last session, and 
our expenditure is '' '!ll within that an1ount, 
and wiil be well within that amount on the 
;:;oth of this month. The han. member for 
Eacham asked me a question when he was 
speaking about the system of hookkeeping 
in connection with the 1906 Act, and he made 
a statement that the system of bookkeeping 
was wrong. Of course tho hon. gentleman 
really d<.es not know anything of the sub­
ject. fi, .. necessarily cannot know anything 
of the ubject in connection with the method 
by \vhich the books are kept. I have,drawn 
out an example for the information of the 
Lon. gentleman which I will show him if he 
wishes to see it, and he will observe how the 
t<trnings on certain sections of the lines are 
dray, n ouL Say that the earnings were 
2100 as an example. The distance from 
l'airns to Marceba is 43.36 miles, from Ma­
reoba to Tol,.s·a 18.3 miles, and from Tolga 
t') Job11~t l'~(' Riv,,r 19 miles. The ShJtion 
from Tolba to Johnstone River was built 
und,--t the 1906 Act, and is tho section the 
bon. gentJe,nan referred to. ·with 10 miles 
added to this section it would leave the 
mileage-Cairns to Jlilareeba, 33 miles; Ma­
l'CGba to Tolga, 18 miles; and Tolga to John­
"' :·one Ri w r, 29 miles, instead of its original 
19 mil0<, It ;vorks out as follows: -Cairns 
to Marecba, o£56; Mareeba to Tolga, .£21; 
Tolga to Johnstone River, o£23. As the sec­
tion from Taiga to Johnstone River is 
credited with 10 extra miles, that means that 
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it receives an additional £7, so that it would 
work out-Cairns to Mareeba, £50; Mar!)eba 
to Taiga, £20; Taiga to Johnstone River 
£30. If the bon. gentleman would care t~ 
see this return hB may have it. 

Mr. GILLIES: I suggested another system. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Yes, but the han. gentleman's system is one 
that cannot commend itself to anyone carry­
ing on busine~s, for the reason that the ,,er­
vices must be charged for. If £100 worth of 
freig·ht is P';lt on to the rails on the Tolga­
Johnstone !me, that £100 worth of freight 
cannot be credited to the Tolga-J ohnstone 
line alone, for thB rc.1son that it has to be 
taken, pre:mmably, from Taiga to Cairns and 
therefore that portion of the line over ~hich 
the running expenses are extended must be 
credited with their proportion of the freight. 

Mr. LENNON : Mileage proportion? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Yes. There were other railway matters re­
ferred to; and, of course, quite a number of 
new railways have been advocated in the 
House during the seo.,ion. On the one hand 
I am t~ld, " Y 0_1:1 must not construct any 
more rarlways. You should spend all the 
money on the upkeep of the opened lines." 

Mr. GILLIES: You were not told that from 
this side. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILV'lAYS: 
On the other hand I am told, "You mnst 
build some. new railways, finish the railways 
you have m hand, and get on with quite a 
num~er of others," and the question of ex­
pendrtnre on the opened line& is not touched 
OJCl. So if one were to take all the advice 
pven to one, I think it wo,ld be possible 
tor me to say that there shall be nothin cr 

done at all. " 
Mr. GILLES: Railways should be built into 

agricu]bJral and mining centr,,•s. 

'~he SECRETARY FOR RAIL'iYAYS ~ 
Rarlway construction i•· carried on with the 
objec.t of only building railway, that will 
pay mtcrest on the cost of construction. As 
to th~ s~ggestion that railw.';,ys should only 
be bmlt 111 "gncultural and mining distric:s 
I do ~o' think it can be alleged at the pre: 
~ent tune that the ,,·holr of the producing 
m}crects of Quc;:nsland are not being sPrved. 
We have ~ml~ a n<,u~1ber of lines into agri­
cultural di"trwts. We are buildinO' the 
North Coa"'· Railway, which certain!; runs 
through agricultural di,tricts. 

Mr. LLNNON: You are building it very 
slowly. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
\'.~ e arc also building lines in mining dis­
tncts. 

Mr. MAY: Build them further. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
9ne hon. gentleman sa?s, "You are build­
mg them too slow," and another han.' gentle­
man sa.ys, "Build them further." It is all 
a questwn of money. 

Mr. MAY: You can lend money to the 
other States. 

Mr. LENNON: .Why don't you get a hustle 
on the Ingham !me? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
If the money was available, I would get a 

hustle on to all o£ them and get them all 
finished. There will be no happier man in 
this House than tho 8ecretary for Railway" 
if he can get sufficient money to complete 
at an early date the building of all the line& 
that are now in hand, as well as those that 
have not yet b•,·en started, but which have 
been authorised bv this House. In the mean­
time I make no j)romises. The promise that 
I make with respect to railways is when I 
table the plans and specifications in this 
House. 

Mr. FIHELLY: Did you promise the via 
recta? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : 
The· question of the via recta has come up. 
I just wish to say that the mattBr of the· 
via recta has been before the public of Queens­
land for the last thirty years. 

Mr. FIHELLY : Did you promise it? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
When the Mary;·ale line was opened, the 
Premier made a promise that the plans 
should be tabled during the next session of 
Parliament, and I backed up his promise. 
(Opposition laughter.) I backed it up. 

An 0PPOSITIOC'1 2ii:Eii!BER : A very obliging 
person. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
As to whether I am an obliging person or 
not-that is not a very decent thing to say, 

. and wheon the han. member makes such a re­
mark as that, I, at any rate, do not expect 
any d"cency from him. \Vith regard to the 
via recta, the plans were not tabled last 
sessioi1, and no promises \Yere broken. 

Mr. GRAYSON: I did not say the Minister 
broke any promise. 

Mr. FmELLY: Did you make a promise at 
tho banquGt at \V arwick? 

The SJ~CRETARY FOR KUL\VAYS: 
I no promis~s have been broken. The 
plans were not tab! ed last year, and the 
loader of thg GovE'C'll!lzent mach a statement 
at the beginning of the , Gssion to the 
r:1ilway policy d tho Govorrmlei1t, and I, at 
any rate, h~tYO been tr.} ing to carr:·. out, jn 
the proper dirl',Jtion, the promiseJ tl· t I made 
b:{ hewing proper ir:\·.,stigo:.tions n"'·de. Those 
inYestigationF haso tc _:m carrie-:1 out on tho 
range at Spicm·'s Peak, down to1• ards J'V[ount 
Edwards, and towards the Bremer Valley, 
for the ]aP.i twelve monchs, I suppos:, and 
tho3e investir-,tions are not yet con1~)Icted. 

Mr. :MAY: They tuKe a very long time. 

Tl:e SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Yes; they take a vf-ry lon.s· time, and I am 
determined that whilst I am honourc d with 
the position I am 'in. the fullest investiga· 
tions shall be macl, in tho public intere~t. I 
do not think :1ny railwvy line should be 
built in Queonslanc1, it matters not whether 
it is the via rz·cta, whether it is an a15ricul­
tural line on the Darling Duwns or rn the 
Burnett, or a mining railway in the North of 
Que-"'nsland, '\"t-ithout proper inve~tigations are 
made as to the route. The ori gina! survey 
of the via recta '·'as made in 1883 and 1884. 

Mr. RYAN: That is what th,e Premier and 
you should have said at that banqur·t. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\YAYS: I 
find, on investigation, that the ollicors of the 
department desire, if at all possible, to get 
a better grade than 1 in 33 on the straight. 
\Ve have been trying for over tweh·e months, 
and we have only succeeded in getting 1 in 
40 on a route surveyed, and which is not yet 
completed, provided that we do not take that 
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route down to Mount Edward. I made the 
very closFot inquiries again, during the last 
few days, into this matter-a matter I have 
taken a very great interest in ever since I 
have been at the Railway Department-and 
I regret to say that on the '\Iount. Edward 
route, the Chief Suneyor tolls me, and tho 
Chief K1gineer, Mr. Bell, tell, me, it is not 
possible to get a gro.de an:· bethr than 1 In 
33 on tb straight. I think it is duo to hon. 
me1c1bers that I should gi' e them this infor­
n1ation. 

Mr. BERTRAM: \Vhen r~wv we '"'pect tho 
via r<::cta? L 

Tt• SECRETARY FOR R\IL\VAYS: 
The ho·1. mer: :ber a~ ks :..:1e a question 1vhich 
is no. •· proper one. I oho•1ld say myself that 
the ie.tder of the Government, ~;le other even­
ing, rr,}lied to that quection. 

Mr. BERTRAM: It is very indefinite. 

Tho SECP,ETARY FOR RAIL\VAYS: 
Then i" no hesitation on my part in saying 
that I ,_·auld very much rather have tabled 
the plans last S::';:sion than not, so as 1-,) get 
then} out of the road. (Oppoc,ition laughter.) 
\Vhctt do I want-as Minister for Railways, 
if I am there in the inberests of the people 
and cf this House, to eee about the con­
-struc6on of railways in Queensland-what do 
I \V .. 1nt. other than to sec raih1'ays con~.;inued 
right on? 

11'·. FIHELLY: A very intelligent policy. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\YAYS: A 
ve1·y intelligent policy a:1cl a very fcTward 
polic .. ·. and a policy the hen. membc·r will 
prohihly never qe able to carry out 111 the 
Que~nslancl Parhamcnt. The han. member 
for Wide Bay last night made the s'at·•ment 
that ,lay labour w"s practically ineflioient and 
a burden on the people; that some of th•) 
officel of thil department had said that the 
men on the day-labour works d:d not earn 
more tlnn one-half the money thc•t w,,, paicl 
to them. · 

Mr. BoOKER: That was a specific case. 

The SECRETARY FOR K'I.IL\VAYS: I 
hope I am quoting the han. member cor­
rectlv. All I can say is that for many years 
in Qtwen,land the practin w-ts h build rail­
\Vays by contract and then, for r-•rtain reasons, 
the day-labour system was instituted, and 
last session, in order t0 give han. members a 
full view of the work that had been done 
under the day-labour svstem, I tabled a 
series of statements cover!n·< the whole of the 
.operations under the day-labour system and 
the whoie of the operations under the con­
tract system for practically the same number 
of years. Th ·,y were the figure' that were 
available, and not only that, but I asked the 
Chief Engineer, as I thought this \YOu!d be 
valuable information to hon. members, to 
draw comparisons of railwavs constructed, 
practically in the same class of country, as 
far as it could be done, between railways 
built by contract and railways built by day 
labour, and I presefjted those tables to the 
Hous·· practically without comment. (Hear, 
hear!) Certainly I am under the impression 
-I was then and still am-that the day­
labour sv .•.-em in Queensland lns not proved a 
failurl'. · 

0PPOSIT!O~ ME}IBERS: Hear, hear! 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
do not say for one moment that every man 
who is employed on the day-hbour works is 
as effie: ent or doe' as much work as the other 
man vcho ge1' the same wages. Everybody 
who employs m<>n knows that e\'i'ry man is 
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not able to do the same amount of work for 
the money paid to him. It necessarily follo\Vs 
that where we have 3,000 or 4,000 men work­
ing on railways under construction, that. some 
of those _men are physically unfit and mcap­
ablo of doing as much work as other men are 
capable of doing. 

='vir. HuxHAJil: The contractor is under 
tho same disability. 

The SECRET~\.RY FOR RAIL\YAYS: I 
\could point out that I made a statement 
ill the House some two years ago that l 
should be very pleHoed ind.;ed, if at all 
v ;siblo, to let one line by : cJntract, m 
o:rder to t c:e whether our of-hcers' .estimates 
v-ere corred or whether they "\YOre not, but 
the opportunity has not arisen. The reason 
for that is: Take the Walla! to Tober­
' 'ory line, say the first 40 milv, or the first 
40 mi!co. from Blackall to \Vin<lorah, or a 
section of the North Coac<t Railway-it 
might have been said that you should let 
on<• of thue 'ections by contract ; but I 
v. ould like to noint out that it is an exceed­
ingly di!Iicult- matter, without very great 
delay, to prepare the plans and specifica­
tions and quantities for the whole of the 
iob which are necessary to be prepared 
bc-ioro "DU can call for tenders. That is 
really the reason why I did n_ot ask the 
Cabinet to approve of my C<1llmg tenders 
for ~c contract for one of these s >ctions or 
one of tho railv,-ays; becaust:. as a 1natter 
of fact, we are very rarely able to have the 
,., hoi~, of the nlan. for all tho 40 miles of 
a Ffdion r<,ady before starting work. The 
plans are ready for the first 10 or 15 miles, 
and those for the rest an• prepared as they 
go along. But, in order to te't whether 
Crill' engincora' estin1ates are b-,_Jo"\v or above 
tht; actual cast, I h~1.ve asked the Cou11nis­
. ioncr to reqth·~t the Chief Ero;ineer to have 
the plan~, scctionr .. quantities, and esti1nates 
of the Mumbilla to Mount Edwards Rail­
way prepared, and we propo&n to call ten­
ckrs for the construction of that line by 

'c<'ntract. Parliament has already approved 
o: that line; it is 16 miles in length, and 
the' plans are well forward, so that I hope 
to be able to call for tenders for its con­
struction before very long. The hon. nu;m­
hm· for \Vide Bay yc,terday "·as deplormg 
thC' congestion in tho rr>:ihva:y centres on the 
;'-Torth Coast line and he "as suggesting­
! cannot FI\Y he was advocating the stop­
ring of railway construction altogethe1·; he 
did not suggest that-that more money 
should be spent on the opened lines ; he did 
I<ot use the term " opened lines," but that 
is the term I use. I would like to point 
out that the votE: for the Rail way Depart­
nwnt last year 'vas, as I have already said, 
£2,300,000. Out of that Sl!m there was 
:B1,038,955 for new lines, including- the tak­
ing over of the Proserpine Tramway; 
£630,094 was allocated to rolling-stock, etc. ; 
and on opened lines-that is, relaying, dupli­
c~,tions, 1naking rnore staff st~tions, and 
dning work generally for the better work­
ing of the traffic-there is no less a sum 
!+an £730,951 being spent. Well, seeing 
that last year we spent a sum of £750,000 
on opened lines, I think it can hardly be 
claimed that the Commissioner is not trying 
to avoid tho congestion in the raihmy 
cc,ntres. At the same time, it is inevitable 
that there should be some congec,tion and 
that we should have to deal with such 
matters where we have to deal with a 
country such as Queensland. We have a 
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long spell of wet weather; and, to take 
the North Coast line, of which the hon. 
member epoke, during that spell the tim­
ber-getters still go on falling timber, the 
teams cannot haul the timber during the wet 
v;eather, but so soon as it is fine tlwv rush 
ali they can as fast as they can into the 
railway station yards, and there necessarily 
is a rneh of traffi'J which may take some 
little troubl~ to cope wich. But it is 
coped with, and I think--

Mr. GRAYSON: It is the same way with 
th'" produce. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
'J'he ;.ame thing applies to produce, when 
there is a rush on; but I think that, 
generally speaking, we may give credit to 
tb e otlicers of the department for trying to 
cope with their business in as busines.,-like 
and economical and rapid a way• a-s they can. 

Mr. Hn-TER: That applies to all railway 
systemJ. 

Mr. RYAX: Are you going to ;ay any­
tbing about that railway accident? 

The ::•ECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Yes; but I want to deal with theBe matters 
n,,w. I would like to point out, for the 
mformation of the han. gentleman, that 
from 1902 to 1907 we spent on new lines 
£1,046,519, on opened lines £481,024, and 
on rolling-stock £209,734. In the last Jiye 
yEars, ended 30th June, 1912, we spent 
£4,074,6~9 on construction, or four times as 
much as e did during the previous five 
y.-ars; we spent £1,047,336 on opened line,, 
01 twice as much as we did in the preYious 
five vears; and £1,674,455 on rolling-stock, 
OJ' eight tim<''' as much as we did during the 
previous five year~, so that we cannot con1-
pJain that the whole of the monpy voted 
Ly Parliament has brcm spent on raih> ay 
construction, because, as against a sum of 
about £6,000,000 spent from 1901 to 1913 
in railway con<;!truction, 1ve hav-e, in round 
ligures, a sum of £4,500,000 spent on opened 
lines and on rolling-stock. 

Mr. HcXTER: ·when are you going to give 
ns eo me fresh c arriagc', on the \V est<>rn 
line? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
\Vo are endeavouring as quickly as we can 
to overtake the demand, and we spent 
£530,000 on rolling-stock during the current 
year. And there is one thing that I think 
han. members will be pleased to hear-that 
WP are not turning out carriages for the 
kng liurs unless they are laYatory carriages. 
(Hear, hear!) Han. gentlemen were asking 
mE about the extremely regrettable collision 
that occurred on the Main Range at the 
.<end of January last. I may say that this 
was not only a very painful matter to the 
Government, to the Commissioner and my­
sal£, but it also, I am cnrtain,_ created a 
very grent shock to all the people of Queens­
land. Ron. members will, I think, take 
my word that our sympathies went out at 
once to those who were bereaved. We did 
not include in tho Governor's Speech any 
words of condolence, but the moment that 
this unfortunate accident occurred, in which 
six men lost their livo, not only were words 
or sympathy sent to them, but we thoug;ht 
that some more practical sympathy a1so 
should be Eent. Not one hour was lost in 
showing h'l a practical way that the heads 
of the department and the Government 
<:lfesired to help those who had been bereft. 

Han. members have referred to thl question 
"·hether the win'" and children were looked 
after. At once this matter was ta1{en in 
hand, and the officers who visited those who 
were left, not only took words of sy!npathy 
iu tlwir mouths, but also took gold m their 
hands, in case the wherewithal was not in 
t-lw houses, or some of them, from which 
the breadwinners had been cut off. The 
Com1nissioner also, ,xith n1y concurrence7 
arranged at once for the funer,,ls of the 
dccea"ed men. I do not know that I care 
to say what the fun orals co,ct; but I will 
·.ny that on the da·, the Connni·.,ioaer and I 
V'ent on the very' painful journey to Too­
wnomba to attend some of the funerals of 
those men, we disnls>~c! the besi method by 
which those who wore 'Gft behind could be 
assi oted. It was a <' oiiicult matter. \Ve 
had a \Vorkers' ComlY nsation Act, which 
we were supposr d to \Vork undc-·, but if we 
had worked under ihn terms of that Act 
l have no hesitation in oaying that the 
widows and ,.1,ildrr·"1 would :wt have re­
C(•ivod, until their clai_:,s htcd been sent in 
and adjudicated on, sufficient money to 
have kecJt them in anythinv like co1nfort. 
~· 1 I will acknowledge hero and now that 
I 1nade a suggC' ,·tion to the Co:nn1issioner 
which "·mt a long way towards breaking 
the la,,-. I stated that if I was doing some­
thug that \\as illcgel, I was quito certain 
that the House would ratify what I had 
done if it were nBC(· an. · (Hrar, hear!) 
'l'ho Commis,ioner arc! 'r arran,·cd that 
until the ll"-\CI?9Sar,v protDduro Was gone 
th·ough, and tho nocco•ary inquiric• held­
and I know there would be a magisterial 
ir,quiry also held-that the wages of the 
men who had lost tciCir lives should be 
continued to the widows until such time 
a; tho arrangements ,,-ere made for the 
ccmpem~tion to be paid. (Hear, hear !) 

Mr. RYAN: But what was the compensa­
tion which was to be paid-that is what I 
would like to know? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Of course, the compensation to be paid 
under the \Yorkers' Compensation Act is a 
fixc·d amount, but I knew there v.ould be a 
delay, which was inevitable. First of all, 
the inquir.Y boar-d would take a long time 
to hold the inquiry, because there. were two 
inquiries to be held-one for the derail­
ment and one for the, collision. Then would 
come the magisterial inquiry, and I thought 
it was highly improper that any findings of 
the Commissioner about tho first inquiry 
should bo made public until after the magis­
terial inquiry had been held. Consequently, 
the claims were not sent in until after all 
these inquiries had been held. The claims 
with respect to five of the groups of the 
dependants ar<' in the hands of th!l Crown 
Solieitor now. I do not think, as the case 
is sub judice, I should mention what the 
total amount of the claim is. I think the 
leader of the Opposition will agree with me 
that I should not discuss the matter at the 
present time. It is certainly not the inten­
tion of the Government to in any way try to 
out down the compensation which should 
properly be paid to these dependants. 

Mr. RYAN: You could tell us whether those 
claims are under the Vlorkers' Compensation 
Act. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Oh, no; they are outside the Workers' Com­
pensation Act. If they had been claims 
under the Act they could have been settled 
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in an hoJ:!r; but being claims outside the Act, 
they must necessarily go to the Crown Law 
Officer,g, who have the claims in their hands 
now. I would say that any amount that can 
be properly paid as compensation-we are 
dealing with public money and are simply 
the trustees of the public-certainly shall be 
paid, and I desire that they shall be 
generously paid. That has alwavs been the 
<;mstom ~n the: Railway Department-in every 
JUSt clarm w1th respect to compensation the 
claims have been met g·enerously. I do not 
know that I have time to enter into matters 
in connection with the allegations that have 
been made ag·ainst certain offi.ct:rs at the 
departmental inquiry. All I will sav is 
this: that I hold in my hands a minute of 
the Commissioner in connection with the 
appointment of the General Superintendent, 
Mr. Steer, dated 9th November, 1911, and 
addr"ssed to myself, and, although I have 
not time to read it all, the general tenor of 
this minute is this--

Mr. RYAN: We will give you an extension 
of time. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I do not desire to ask for an extension of 
time. The general tenor of the minute is 
that the Commiboioner dP>ired to have more 
assistance in his department in his office. 

Mr. RYAN: I think you ought to have an 
extension. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I shall read it-

" APPOINTMENT OF GENERAL SUPERIN­
TEi\DENT AND CONSEQUENT CHANGES. 

"In consequence of the great number 
of inspections and reports required of 
me by the Railw-'Ly Acts, the rapid con­
struction of nvw railways, and the <>nor­
mous increase of traffic upon the lines 
generally, all of which render it nece··­
sl.ry ::nr the Con11ni;;:·.ioner and the 
Deputy Commissioner to he fre,-ruently 
absent from Bri~uan ~, it has beco1ne iin­
pcrative th •t an e,ddition be mad? to 
the {ldmini;ltrative s .. aii', a.nd the "\vork 
(3 the Head Ofrlcr~ rf .trranged. Tl~e 
Colninis·_,ioner th "'l'·' ~ore decided tu ere:·, ~e 
a nc-..v 1>ositiDn unde1· the title of General 
SupNinten<:l?nt, and to promut• J\Ir. G. 
R. Steer to it at a Lalary of £800 per 
anL,un. ~,Ir. S-tz:er ·Fill a~··--ist the Con1-
mi~.)ioner ~n1d De~)uty Co~:rLaissioner 
gm'"rally in the administration of tl1G 
department, and will :co r 1bject only to 
the MinistE>r, Commiesioner, and Deputy 
CoJnmi -<3ioner. During t~--D Con11nis­
,ioner's absence J\ir. Sr,Jer will (eubjel't 
to th> D"fJuty Commis,s;oner) deal with 
matte!3 Juhmitted bv the General Traffic 
:\I,, aagers and other , <md with public 
matteL" connected with traffic working; 
during the absence of th~ Deputy Com­
missiond· he will (subject to the Commis­
sioner) carry on other details which are 
now delayed. Mr. Stesr will be directly 
respmbiblc for a more compl<,te super­
vision than has been possiblg hitherto. 
Thq Traffic Branch is very closely con­
DI"eted with thn success of the depart­
n1ent, and it must receive ~-'lreful atten .. 
tion, as the proper serving of our cus­
tomers is (n<xt to ea.fety) the chief factor 
to be considered ; it does not follow 
that because the department has a mono­
poly of railway transport that we can 
be indifferent; every officer should act 
as if there were competing railways, 
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and endeavour not only to retain the 
present traffic, but to obtain more. The 
General Superintendent and Traffic 
Superintendent will confer with the 
General Traffic Managers on matters 
.affecting traffic, train 1novements, etc. 

" Mr. Steer will control the general 
working of the Chief Office. 

" Mr. A. J. Crowther, Assistant SeCl'e· 
tary, will succeed Mr. Steer ·as Secre­
tary at a salary of £575 per annum. 
The office of Assistant Secretary will not 
be continued at present. 

"Mr. J. W. Davidson, Traffi<J Super­
intendent, will move to a room on the 
Commissioner's floor, and wili undertake 
increased responsibilities, at a balary of 
£575 per annum. 

" Mr. S. Green, officer in charge of 
timetab1eo, will be Assistant Traffic 
Buoerintendent, at a salary of £375 per 
annum. The details of the timetable 
work will be provided for by a re­
arrangement of the clerks under Mr. 
Green. 

"These changes to take effect forth­
with. The Commissioner has the fullest 
confidence in the officers in their new 
positions and he expects good results." 

That was the position Mr. Steer has been 
occupying, and I regret that I have not 
time to deal fuTther with the matter. 

Mr. RYAN: I desire to move, seeing that 
the question that the Minister is dealing 
with is so import<tnt, that he be granted an 
extension of time. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
The SPEAKER : Is it the pleHsure of the 

House that an Pxt<msion of time be granted 
to the Secretary for Raib"ays to conclude 
his speech? 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILW .. \YS: 
I thought it was under"tood \hat no hon. 
lT'i""Inber. shoul-d have .:.~n ex~·;:nJ...,ion of ti1ne? 

Jl.lr. KmwA:s: Tl1e public are interested in 
this. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\YAYS: 
_\_, t:1is v.ras ·1, m'lttcr of yery grc·_{t inli.Drt­
au .. e in connection v.rith the ad ninistration 
of tln office, I oubmiicd it to the Chief 
SAcr~··tary, vd1o n1ade the follo\\'ing 1ninute :-

" Hi•,:hlv dc-'irgble to n·arrange so as 
to free t-11e Comrnis:ionor from many 
duties that now crO"Nol upon him, and 
the V."D,y suggested will accompli1h this. 

(Itld.) "D.D. 4.11.'11." 

I then minuted it-
" Recmm·,;cndafions approved. 

(Itld.) "W.T.P. 4.11.'11." 

That if: the position that Mr. Steer occupies 
in the department. A very great deal has 
heen made of certain allegations that that 
gentleman did not know his position. Mr. 
Steer visited the scene of the derailm•-nt, in 
order to keen the Commissioner informed 
as to what -;as going on, and in order to 
assist as far as he possibly could in getting 
more men there if it was necessary, or 
attending to the comforts of the other men 
who were working at the derailment. .As 
a matter of fact, Mr. Steer was never at 
the end of the derailment where this de­
plorable accident occurred, and at the time 
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the collision took place when these unfor­
tunatB men lost their lives the General 
Superintenclent was at Murphy's Creek Rail­
way Station, where he had been for two and 
a-half hours previously. 

.Mr. MAY: There were too many bosses on 
the job altogether. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
It was fully proved that every care, pc>rhaps, 
was not taken that should have been tabe'l · 
but, ~ecause .Mr. Steer, when he was bei~,g. 
exammed, sard that, when it was all over he 
thought. they might all have taken gre~tBr 
precaut1011S, I do not think it lies in any­
body's power to blame him. I think it was 
a manly action on his part to make such an 
acknowledgment. I thought the best thin~ 
I could do was to table the report of th: 
departmental board of inquiry. The report 
of the evidence of the magisterial inquiry was 
published in the daily Prees both in Too­
woomba and Brisbane. 

Mr. RYAN; There was no finding in con­
n"ction with the magisterial inquiry. 

The SECRE'l'ARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The magistrate holding an inquiry docs not 
make a finding. 

Mr. RYAN: We think he should. The Act 
should be amended. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
That is a matter which I am not in a posi­
tion to discuss. The magistrate merely for­
wards the depositions to the Attorney-Ge!1e­
ral, and the Attorney-General, or the Crown 
Law Office, examines the depositions to see 
whether any further action is to be taken. 

Mr. RYAN: But the result is that there is 
no finding at all. The Attorney-General only 
considers whether he will take action of a 
criminal nature. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
That is so. 

Mr. RYAN: Now we have no body's finding 
at all. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
In matters such as this I am entirely in the 
hands of the Commissioner, and the depart­
ment is entirely in the hands of the Attorney­
General. It was for the Attor11ey-General to 
say whether a prosecution for manslaughter 
or of a criminal nature should take place 
against any of thosP who were concerned in 
the unfortunate accident; and the ~HtornC>y­
General having come to the conclusion, I 
suppose, on the evidence before him that 
there was no case for a prosecution, it was 
not possible fG>r the Railway Department to 
institute an action. 

Mr. RYAN : I am not suggesting for 011e 
moment that you should. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\YAYS: 
That is the position so far as we are con­
cerned. I do not wish to trespass upon the 
indulgence of hon. members, but I do wish 
to be allowed to read the Commissio.1er's 
finding upon the departmental report. ·when 
the Commissioner pre6ented his findings to 
me, so that those who were implicated should 
not be prejudiced, I showed those findings 
to nobody. I sealed them up and locked 
them away. Nobody saw them but myself. 
In spite of all the newspaper or public 
criticism as to my action, the action of the 
Commissioner, or the action of the Govern­
ment, I consider I adopted the right course 
towards those who might be implicated by 
seeing that the Commissioner:' s findings were 
not made public until after the magisterial 
inquiry was finished. 

1913-M 

Mr. RYAN: Yes, but the Commissioner's 
findings were the result of the departmental 
inquiry, but there are no findings as the 
result of the magisterial inquiry. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I thought I had made that clear. So ~ar as 
the men who were punished are concerned, no 
action of the Commissioner prej•ldJcPd th'm 
dm:ing the holding of the nHlgi,;;crial in­
quiry. The Commissioner's fiHding8 are 
dated 21st February, 1913, and are to this 

·effect-
" I agree with the board that without 

authority Guard Scanlan ceased to pro­
tect his train, and therefore the driver 
had no signals to guide him. Scanlan 
must be called upon to show cause wh,, 
he should not be dismissed. -

" I do not agreG with the board that 
Driver Thompson was to blame to any 
great extent. The pilot section should 
have been defined, and marks set by a 
grec n flag in advance and a red flag and 
detonators to effect a stop at a safe dis­
ta11ce from the wreck. Had that l::e£n 
done, the unfortunate driver would hav& 
known where he was, instead CJf which h& 
was left to find his way clown a io11g 
steep grade with 226 tons behind him, 
and, in my opinion, he should not b& 
punished to any great extent. 

" The absolute in cliff,: renee of the 
G&neral Traffic Manager and the Acting 
Traffic Manager to any safety methods 
is astounding, and the evidence of both 
needs only to be read to show this. Mr. 
Lloyd (General Traffic Mamtger) and Mr. 
Carmody (Acting Traffic Manager) must 
be called upon to show cause why they 
should not be dismissed the service for 
negligence in connection with tne s<tfety 
regulations. Send them copies of evi­
dence and call upon th,,m. 

" Pilotma11 Rafter can only be dealt 
with for omitting to convey to 'Mr. 
Lloyd personally Driver Coote's com­
plaint of the absence of protection, but 
Mr. Lloyd admits in his evidence that no 
detonators were exploded, and he there­
fore knew long before Driver Coote's 
complaint that there was no proper pro­
tection. It appears to me that all that 
can be done with the pilotman and Guard 
Hall is to censure them. 

(Intd.) "C. E. 21.2.13." 
And on let April, 1913, aft-er the magi,terial 
inquiry in Toowoomba had closed, the Com­
missioner made the following minute:-

" I recorded my decision after r0ading 
and stud~·ing carefully the report of the 
departmental inquir·y board, and the 
magisterial investigation has confirmed 
my finding. The replies of Messrs. Lloyd 
and Carmody in answer to the secretary's 
letter of 26th March do not improve the 
positio11 of either. Thev urge forty and 
thirty·one years' servitude rE";pectively, 
but I am informing them as emphatically 
as possible that I expected better results 
from such long experience. I am re­
luctant to dismiss thes& two officers. They 
deserve it, but as they have been prac­
tically brought up on the Queensland 
railways they may find it difficult to 
obtain a living in any other capacity 
than on the railways. I have decided to 
reduce Mr. Lloyd to the position of 
t:caffio manager at a salary of :£550 and 
to fine him :£100, to be paid in monthly 
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instalments of £5 from his salary. Mr. 
Carmody to be reduced to the position 
of station-master at a ~alary of £286 r.er 
annum and fined £50, to be paid in 
monthly instalments of £3 from his 
salary. Positions to be found for these 
officers as soon as possible. Salaries to 
be stopped from date of smpension. 

(Intd.) "C. E. 1.4.'13." 
I minuted it-

" I consider the decision justifiable." 
(Intd.) "W. T. P. 1.4.'13." 

Mr. MAY : Why didn't you chuck them out 
of the service? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I think that when such a deplorable aceident 
happens u.s that which oct"urrcd on the Main 
Range, it is possible that men at such 
times--

An HONOURABLE MEMBER : Lose their heads. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 

Do not remember what they would remember, 
were they not so troubled; and I think it is 
advisable at all times to temper justice with 
mercy. 

Mr. KIRW.\N: I hope that will refer to the 
lower grades. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Yes. 

Mr. MAY: High-gTade officers get justice 
with mercy, but the poor man does not. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I do not think tho5\e interjections are right 
or just. Every man who left the depart­
ment during the strike of 1912--

Mr. KIRWAN: I am not referring to that 
at all. I will give you instances. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Every man who left his employment was 
given an opportunity to come back to the 
departnm<mt. Under the Railways (Employees 
Appeal) Act flVery employee has the right to 
appeaJ against any decision given against 
him, and employees take full advantage of 
the provisions of that Act. 

Mr. BowMAN : The members of the board 
were absolutely biassed. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The matter to which I am referring was a 
traffio matter ; the two traffic managers 
were in charge, and there is no doubt they 
\\ere to blame, but there were other men, 
who, if the traffic managers had not been 
there, should have protected the line wher-e 

-the accident occurred. Oth-er men were to 
blame to a certain extent, and they were 
not punished. I spoke to thJe Commissioner 
f~r Mr. Llo:d and Mr. Carmody, and said to 
him. that there wa~ not a black mark 
against their characters, that each of them 
had been in the servicP for som-e thirty or 
forty years, and that, although this deplor­
a.ble acddent ~ad oc~urr-ed, he might con­
sider all the cncumsbnces and not dismiss 
those men. 

Mr. RYAN: Did th-e Cabinet consider the 
whole of the evidence th<omselv-es? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I said the Commissioner. 

Mr. RYAN : Yes, but I am now asking 
didn't the Cabinet consider it of sufficient 
importance to give it atbention? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I am not supposed to speak about what hap­
pened at the Cabinet. What I have given 
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is the Commis,ioner's finding·. As .a matter 
of fact, it lies entirely with the Commissioner 
as to whether he dismiboes two, four, five, or 
ten of the m-en "ho were at that accident. 
HD has the fmal say; he is the corporation; 
he engages and dismisses men, and I per­
haps went out of my way in asking him to 
consider the position of Mr. Lloyd and Mr. 
Carmody. Some PflOple in the State, I know, 
think those two officers have been very 
harshly dealt with, while other people think 
they have not been dealt 11ith har~hly 
enough. All I can say is that I have given 
the whol-e of the evidence and the whole of 
the findings, and that I have tabled the re­
port of the board who inquired illto the 
matter. I h"-vc taken a procedur'3 which 
has never been take'~1 before in connFction 
with a departmental report. I have giv-en 
yell the findings of the Commissionf)r, and 
with that I must leave the matter m the 
hands of hon. memb-en. 

*Mr. MACKAY (Gym.pie): I wish to giYc 
my hPartv support to the motion for the 
adoption "Of the Address in Reply, and in 
doing ro I heartily congratulate both th_e 
mover and seconder on most of the senti­
ments they expr0e:-ed. Having had the re­
eponsibility of moving the adoption of the 
_'\.ddress in Replv in the first session of the 
present Pttrliament, my sympathies w-ere with 
the hon. mvmber for Faesifern in the per­
formance of his task, but I am sure the re­
bUlt of his effort must have consol-ed him in 
some measure for the lo,,s of the previous 
night's sleep. I was rather surprised to hear 
members opposite describe the Governor's 
RpNcch as one containing nothing of a prac­
tical nature as there is a lot of good work 
foreJhadowe'd in the Speech-work which, 
with the assistance of members on the other 
side, should result in benefit to the peopl-e and 
industries of the State. I was also rather 
;mrprised to find that the farmers are dis­
covering new friends in the members of the 
Opposition. I should have thought that after 
the experience of the last few years they 
would hardly look to hon. members opposite 
for anything which would benefit them in 
any considerable degree, but it appears that 
the farmers are becoming an important sec­
tion of the peopl<', so that Labour members 
are out to secure their votes. But I have no 
d.;mbt that in the ordeal the farmers will 
score. The party system under whieh we 
work induces men sitting on both sides of 
the House to see nothing good on the other 
side. but I feel c-ertain that liad our op­
ponents a chance of carrying out the pro­
gramme outlined in the Governor's Opening 
Speech they would s-ee a great deal of good 
in the various Bills enumerated there. I 
do not 'w that this t-endency is restricted 
to the Oppc,,ition. I have heard members 
o_n both sideq on 1nuny occasions express sPn~ 
trmcnts Yihich they would not have expressed 
but for the party system, and give votes 
which they would not have given but for the 
p;;·rty system. The people arf) getting the 
wor~t of the deal in party politics. 

Mr. KIRWAN: Do you advocate the aboli­
tion of parties? 

Mr. MACKAY: I do. On the first occa­
sion on which I spoke her-e I spoke against 
the party system of government. 

Mr. LENNON: Do you favour elective Min­
istriea? 
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Mr. MACKAY: That is a question on 
which I do not wish to express a definit'e 
opinion just now. While admitting that the 
Socialists scored a victorv at the late Fede­
ral elections, I think we -;,an also claim that 
both Federal and State elections are a con­
tradictiml, and have been for some years 
past. \Ve have had instances of that in both 
Queensland and New South '.Vales. In 
Queensland in "1.pril Ia "" yeur, a Liberal 
Governn1cnt '\Yas returned t::> po'\'\ er v.:ith a 
strong n.ajority, and now fifteen months 
later quite th•: rever0e has tak<m nlace at the 
~F'ederal E..'1P _::tions. Various rea::'or:s have been 
suggested for this, but V· hat!'vcr the reason 
may be, I think the St-lte Government ha\ e 
very good rca"On for bc·inging the condue:t of 
the late Fec:eral elections under the notice of 
the Feder;d Government. If our own Elec­
tions. Acl is not ~all it might be, it is quite 
"''rtaw that the Federal Elections Act is a 
great deal worse. I consider that the rolls 
on ,-hich the FedPral dections were con­
ducted en~irely unsatisfactory from every 
pomt of vH IV. Ap<trt from the duplications 
o_f names ;yhich exist,_ which give opportuni­
tieq for m,personatwn, and apart from 
the f:,cl: t~at t~c ballot-papers W!'rP not num­
bere.d, '! 1s evident that the sy,tem of regis­
Eratwn 1s extreme!;~ faulty. I know a man 
m Gympie, who hcH been .thf're for thirty­
-s-even yea.rs, and he received a card in­
forming him that he v; as struck nff the roll 

for having left the district. He 
[9 p.m.] filled in anoth!'r claim, and yet 

when he '' ent to the noll to vote 
on the 31st May last, he was informed that 
he was dead. Seeing that this man had 
nev-er be, H ant of the town for mor-e than a 
~veek during thirty-s.oven years, he thought 
rt exttemely hard that he should lose his 
yotc in ~hat manner. I just give that as an 
rlluBtrahon, although it is not an isolated 
occurr2nce. 

Mr. BARBER : It is a common occuncnce 
'On the State roll.s. 

Mr. MACKAY: It might b'· a common 
'(}~urrence on the ~tate rolls, but it is cer­
tamly the case m connection with the 
Federal rolls. I could give further illustra­
tions in addition to those which have been 
~iven ~uring the last few nights in connec­
twn wr•h the bad state of the Federal 
rolls. They are in an extremely bad state. 

Mr. COYNE: Put your own house in order 
first. 

Mr. MACKAY: We are proceedino· to 
do that. If the han. gentleman re.,c!" the 
~p<;ech from the Throne, he would se., that 
It IS propo,<ed to amend thB Elections Act. 

Mr. CoYNE : To put it into disorder. 

Mr. MACKAY: No. Everything will be 
clone for the bc,t. 

Mr. KIRWA": Let us hop" so. 

~1r. MACKAY: A~· the Government are 
gomi: t0 nmend our Electiom Act, I hope 
that --~ ''ething will be done in th, direction 
of ccJ]m,.; l~pon. the returning officer< to nass 
some ex['_mination to prove their fitJ,,'"'sc,, for 
thn position they hold. (Hear. h< ar !) In 
our I ~,t State electioc:q and in the last 
Fedf"'r::d. •:lection w-e have hud c:t.Sf''1 1vhere 
mel} .h.1ve b0nn plnced in charge of V·'lrious 
posrtw~-:. and thccy were entirelv unfitted, so 
far . as '"'~Dflrience goe9. in can·ylng out those 
<lut!es h the satisfaction of the electors. 

Mr. "')LEY: There are a good number of 
them in Queensland-

Mr. MACKAY: I quite admit that. As 
we are about to amend our Elections Act, 
we should take some precautions to see that 
the returning offioers who are appointed are 
fitted to carry out the important duties 
entrusted to them. {Hear, hear!) I notice 
that it is abo proposed to reintroduce the 
postal vote. I hope that this will bB done 
with limitations. I quite agree that. in cases 
of sickne·s, the po~tal vote is very con­
venient and is a necessity. But I hope that 
in ihe case of absent \oters a man 1vill ·vtant 
to be .genuinely absent from a district h2fore 
he should be able to use the postal vote. 
I also hope that an effort will be made to 
have some uniform system of voting aL10pted. 
>.Ve have elections t"·ice within th!ce years, 
and it would be much better for the electors 
cmd save a lot of coniusion if >1 e had the 
one system of voting "dopted. Personally, 
I think the Federal system of voting is a 
very convenient one, and e might adopt 
that. It does not really matter which system 
is adopied so long as it is uniform, but to 
have one system for striking out the name 
and another for pL:tting the cross is .alto­
gethAr unsatisfactory-

Mr. KmwAN: Would you apply it t'(} local 
authoritiE's, too? 

Mr. MACICA Y: I do not see why we 
should not apply it to local authorities. 
So1ne unifol_·mity is required, as can he seen 
by the larg·B number o£ informal votes re­
corded at evc·rv election. I observe that His 
ExcBllency made refenmce in his Speech to 
the fact that he travelled throughout the 
Stgte, and noticed the large mineral areas 
throughout the State. I notice that the 
value of last year's mineral output to the 
end of 1912 was £4,175,355, which was an 
increase of over £500,000 sterling as com­
pared with the previous year. The report 
of the Under Secreta.ry for Mines shows 
that we have in Queensland most of the 
minerals that one can conveniently 
enumerate, and. possibly further discoveries 
will be made. I notice that the totgl 
mineral output for Queensland amounts to 
£103,000,000, 1and we have 78,000 s-quare 
miles of mineral-bearing country. We oan 
quite realise how important this is to the 
State. The Under Secretary for Mines, in 
his report, makes these remarks, which will 
be of interest to mining members and those 
who live in mining .districts-

" The decline in the gold yield con­
tinue'; no new finds of importance have 
been made, and no special results have 
1ts yet jftttended the various projects 
initiated £luring the year for exploring 
the deep ground of our e ,tablishcd fidds, 
our experienc-e in this respect differing 
little from that of most other gold-pro­
ducing countries; and, indeedJ the 
opinion has hef n exilressLd that, in the 
,,_bsence of fre,;h discoverie,•, the world's 
gold ;)l"odudion is rgpidly approaohing,­
if it has not already reached, iL mnxi­
mum." 

'Ihat is to be regrf,tted, but it is . .o.lto.'T.cther 
too soon to expect any result, from the 
subsidi'"' that were gronted dnring- the 
year. I sincerely hope that the Seer<'tary 
for Mines will follow up his good action of 
last year by ag-ain putting an amount of 
money on the Estimates for the encourage­
ment of mining. I think the Minister and 
the Government are entitled to the thanks 
of my Aleotorate for the assistance which we 
have obtained during the last year. Had 

Mr. Mackay.] 
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it not been for the ttssistance we obtained 
from the Government last year, three of our 
largest companies in Gympie would have 
had to close down. The prospecting which 
has been carried on has proved encouraging 
up to the present, but it is altogether too 
soon to ·expect definite resulrs. The share­
holders in the various companies are very 
confi·dent that ultimately the venture will 
turn out a succesff, as the money is certainly 
being spent to the best advantage. In his 
annual report, Mr. Dunstan, Government 
Geologist, makes the following referen9e to 
the Gympi·e geological survey:-

" One might reflect on the "ast amount 
of money which has been spent on open­
ing up ground during all the years past, 
and in the light of recent geological 
investigations it is evident that a larg<> 
portion of the money spent has been 
wastecl on absolutely useless prospecting 
operations. Had scientific methods been 
adopted in the early days of mining, in 
simply recording all the results of shaft­
sinking, making plans and sections, 
examining rocks and kssils, calculating 
throw, of faults, advising where opera­
tions should be c-arried on or abandoned, 
and in soh-ing other problems in g·eneral 
mining work, the money which woul·d 
have been saved could have been spent 
to bPtter effect in other directions, and 
Gympie undoubtedly would have been 
in a very different position to-day." 

The figures for 1912 &how that the dividends 
paid in Gympie amounted to £26,330 4s. 5d., 
and the calis amounted to £41,64'7 ls, Sd., 
shov. ing an excess of calls over dividends 
of £15,316 17s. 3d. The gold yield in 
Gympie for 1912 was 47,616 oz., valued at 
£166,000. This is our lowest yield of gold 
for the last twenty-four years. A noticeable 
feature wa'' the cvennc"d in the monthly out­
put, and tlw gold showed vcn· little 'aria­
tion. It is ju:;;t ten ~T{'ars ago since our best 
results were obtai11ed. Sinon then there has 
been a swing of the pendulum, and we have 
had a Pt'riod of lean years, but owing to the 
subsidy. we have received during recent years, 
those interested in mining have every ex­
pectation of brin~ing Gympie Lack to 
a prof!tabk gold-producing district. I 
hope that hon. member;, will pardon H;e for 
having again b al1udc to the Gvmpie Gold­
field in particular on this occasion, but I 
feel FfLt;•,fied t1ut 1nining c1o,·d not get the 
prominence in this House that the importance 
of the industry d<eservcs. "\Ve have members 
of the various farming interests bringing up 
their want"-talking about seode. their water 
con son e.tion, and their prickly peaJ·, and 
member~ on the other side, and mining mem­
bers in particular, might devote a little more 
time to the iml}Ortant subject of mining. It 
has undoubtedly bee11 the means of bringing 
tens of thousands of our very best citizens to 
this State in the early days, and made 
Queensland what it is to-day. 

Mr. HuNTER: You evidently have not 
listened to the speeches delivered last session 
on ruining. 

Mr. MACKAY: I think mv attendance 
during last session will compare' very favour­
ably with that of the han. member for 
:Maranoa, and up to the present this session 
I have been absent only one day, and I have 
not heard the word " mining" mentioned 
except in connection with oil in the han. 
member's own district. I hope he is not 
under the impression that it is only oil we 
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want. We have a large tract of miner.a[ 
country throughout the State, ard there a.re 
many other industries to t.e comtd~=ed, •nd·. 
in keeping up the Gympie end myself, I hope 
the hon. member will not be jealous on that 
account. It has been neglected for the last 
sixteen years, and it is time someone took it 
up, as there is a lot of leeway to make up. 
Th" Speech for this session contains a lot of 
important matter as far as the primary pro­
ducers are concerned. Sugar is not a matter 
I am very closely acquainted with, but from 
the interesting debate I have heard here, I am 
surP it is of very great interest to hon. mem­
bers, and I am looking forward to see some 
genuine benefit result to the sugar-growers, 
and the people in the Northern part of 
Queei1sland in particular. The Bill that I 
am p 'rticularh interested in is the StGck 
and Produce -Agents Bill. I am very 
pleased to see that Bill included in the ~ist 
of Bills to be introduced, be< am>· I realise, 
having had some ex'l:>erience in that line, that 
there is an absolute necessity for doing some­
thino- to control the numerous ,fi,gents-foot­
patl,"' agento in particular-throughout th<> 
State. 

Mr. RYAN: More than footpath agents­
big agents in many cases. 

Mr. MACKAY: For instance, there is the 
man who has no fixed place of abode, who 
carries his pencil and notebook in his pocket, 
and does his busine's in that haphazard style. 
I certainly hope that when this Bill comes 
before us it -will contain some provision 
whereby a man will be required tG at least 
take out a license, as by obtaining a license, 
it will mean he must be a fit .ond proper 
person to hold a license. 

Mr. RYAN: You would not allow the l::ig 
agents to have dummy buyers? 

Mr. MACKAY: No. I am against all 
those illegal practices. I have had soms 
exnerience in the agency busin°"1"'-, and I 
kn'ow perfectly well that there is a lot of men 
in the business who should not be in the 
busines", and the hone•·t man who is doing 
the proper thing, and the strai:sht thing, 
should ~:eceivE' some protection again~t a lot 
of these people who, at the pre>Ant time, ars 
simply pa;·asitPs on what should be a 
leg-itimate business. I also hope that ths 
Bill will contain somA provision whe_Teby 
prompt rotm·n" will be sccuc·od to the seller. 
That is anod1er n1atWr in connection with 
which the seller is being fleeced. I kr.uw 
quite a number of instances where s<ellers 
have sent to agents in good faith, and trusted 
them with their produc,•e or with horses and 
c:.ttlc and not onlv have thev to wait for 
their 'returns, but ·in some instances they 
have never got them. This is the unfortuna!e 
exp<rience that happens V·cry frequently m 
the countrv districts, and if this Bill covers 
the g"ound that I have endeavGur·ed to in­
dicate. I fed certain the public generally will 
appreciate it. 

I\Tr. f~Y\:-i: I think vou will be dis­
en}oint ·d. It won't cove·r that ground. 

Mr. 2\L\CIC\ Y: Tf it docs not cover that 
1,1 au, d, I do not know what it can do. 
},no:hcr n1atter I am ph'ased to see the 
Sp"'' h eJlude to is the Friendly Societies 
Bill. That was promised last se,sion and 
had to be postponed. Seeing that we have 
such a la;·ge number of members of friendly 
sccieties right throughout the f:icate, I think 
the time has arrived when their funds should 
receive the prott>ction of the law, and I 
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1-tE.ve every reason to believe that the Bill 
v; ill prove very acceptable to members of 
tho various friendly societies right through­
.out the State. I am <•lso pleased to note 
the progress that has been made with our 
educational system, more particularly in the 
direction of high 3chools. We have in­
stances in various pari' of the State, where, 
but for the establishment of these high 
schooh, many children would not receive 
the bendit of secondary education. In my 
.own electorate, again, we are fortunate 
enough to have a high school, and it is 
staffed with m<>n with very creditable at­
tainment>, and che children round about 
are certainly receiving a benefit that many 
of them could never afford if they had to 
go to a grammar school. I sincmelv hope 
that, as opportunity offers, the Government 
will extend the high schools, more par­
ticularly in districts some distance from 
grammar Pchools. Another matter that I 
wish to allude to is the Agricultural Bank. 
I am very ple:.• sed to s<;Je that the .igri­
cultural Bank is doing well. The business 
is certainly extending, but there is no doubt 
that there is a eonsiderc.ble number of 
·complaints in my district through the delays 
that take place in connection with it. 

OPPOSITION :MEMBERS : All over the State. 

Mr. MACKAY: It is recognised that it 
is quite an easy matter to get your appli­
·cation in, but there is a tremendous amount 
of delay, which, I think, could be easily 
a voided. I am also vcr'l' pleased to see 
the progress that has beeii made with our 
Savings Bank, and I am pleas<cd to know 
that the people of Queensland are sticking 
to their own b~nk in spite of the efforts 
made in Federal quarters to influence 
cQueonsland mane:: to be sent out of the 
State. I am very pleased to ,".ce the people 
have realised their responsibilities and are 
sticking to the State b;mk in the way they 
ought to. I think the proper thing would 
bo for the Federal Government, whether the 
present party rr,;aains in po"\ver or not, to 
withdraw this Fed•:ral Savings Bank. 

OPPOSITION r:IE:IfBERS: No. 
Mr. MACKAY: Personally, I have no 

-objection to the Commonwealth Bank, but 
I do object to the Federal Government insti­
tuting a Savings Bank in competition with 
the various States. We are making splen­
did use of this money locally, and we 
.actually need it, while the Commonwealth 
people do not need it, so that there is 
every reason whv we should be allowed to 
keep that money and use it according to 
our requirements. I was also very pleased 
to notice th:ct, as a result of the appoint­
ment of the l\IeDt Commission, a great im­
provem~nt has r'!ken place in the retailing 
·of nc•:at. A rn;:;nlation was promulgated 
during tho rec:c;·: "quiring all butchers 
to keep their Jhops in a more cleanly state 
and !Hake very much needed improvements 
in tho buildings. That has certainly been 
a step in the right direction, and instead 
of buying meat fro:,r 'cry questionable sur­
roundir~ , you now know perfc,dly well 
tlut you '•'· ill get a good article, aJ:d the 
public wiii be benefited in consequence. 
Anotlkr matter that has been touched upon 
by many speakers is the Liquor Act passed 
k st session. I do not want to quanel with 
the main points of that Act, as I supported 
it right through every division, and many 
Df the provisions were .sadly required; but 
there is no doubt about it that, in the light 

c£ experience, when we come to consider 
a lot of the irritating details of the measure, 
some alteration is necessary. \Ve had an 
illustration the other day at a place some 
20 or 30 milee from Gympie, where an appli­
u,tion was made for a hotel license. L'nder 
the Act a loeal option poll w.as neceosary, 
and persons some 40 miles di· .. to.nt from this 
place \vere required to cast a vote. Un­
doubtedly the day was w0t, but the vote 
that was given was very trifling; at some 
o[ the booths no votes were recorded at all, 
and at others the voto was so trifling as to 
make the thing farcical. I think it is neces­
sa.ry to have a vote, but I do not think 
it is necessary to go over the whole of the ' 
electorate ; an area could be fixed near to 
the place where the license is desired. 

Mr. HARDACRE: That was e.ll pointed out 
last year. 

Mr. MACKAY: It might have been pointed 
out last· vear, but now that the thing has 
been broti'ght before the people and they see 
the effects of the legislation, it is not too lato 
to admit that a mistake has been made and 
that a remedy should be provided. It is quite 
an c~'tsy Inatter to remedy it so that it ·will 
not occur again. Then, so far as the trave.J­
ling public is concerned, there is a weaknc -,s m 
the Act which is not only irritating to the 
people and to the pub!ioarl', but also does 
uot do anybody an;· good. Irritating ~etails 
such as I have mentioned could easrly be 
remedied in an amending Bill. Another 
matter in "hich I take a considerable interest 
is that of immigration, and I regret that !he 
Government is not keeping the stream gomg 
in the way that they mrght. As I said in my 
place here last year, I do not think people 
•hould be brought here indiscriminately and 
simply dumped into the towns. I think grPat 
care should be exercised in the selection of 
people wfio are coming here, and as far as 
possible people should bP brought here who 
have some experience on the land. \Ve have 
an almo.ct unlimited expanse of country, 
and I t'tink that e' ery effort -lwul·d be 
rnade to hring out people who arp likely to 
rnake good sotrlerB, .and give then1 .ever_y ~n­
courllgement to get oe1 tho land as easily as 
possible. Our land Ia" · are ver;r lib~ral, and 
thev are doing the work as far as they can 
be "e-xpected, but I believ!'l an impro--:·ement 
could be made, and t\tere rs no harm In say­
ing so. I certainly th:n,k the high re!'ts that 
are being charg-ed might be considerably 
lowered and the terms eJ.tended, and I hope 
it will be done. 

Mr. HFNTER: You might liberalise the 
Agricultural Bank Act at the same time. 

Mr. MACKAY: That might be clone abo. 
but so. far as the constitution and manner of 
acce.,s to that bank are conccrnecl there is 
nob much fault to find with it, and if they 
would only get a move on and deal with th_e 
applications more rapidly and let the appli­
cants have their mono~- more qmcklv rt would 
be much bdi.:-r. As to the rents, I think that 
to extend the pavmeJH ~ over forty years 
would not be too long. I do not think the 
Government should set out to make all the 
revenue from land. My id''' is to got th.e 
people on the land, evon if v'?u h':-ve prac.ti­
cally to give it to them. VI e. mrght .eas;ly 
reduce our rentg, I know that m my distnct 
we have land at a purchasing price up to £5 
an acre. It is undoubtedly wor:th it, in many 
cases probably wqrth a good c!eal more, but 
we have men gomg on to the lan~-young 
fellows many of them who, perhaps, nave not 
a second suit of clothes-and these are the 
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people for whom every effort should be 
made to get them a start f·or the first few 
\'ilars, even if the money was recovered years 
~ften\a•;ls, In a short time they would be 
able to !.lear the burdens of higher rents. I 
cerLinlv hope that some effort will be mc,de 
-I do. lwt suppos., it can be this session-but 
I ho1·e eYery ei'iut will be made to haYc a 
reYi.:.l"Jn <Jf the renh before v~ry long. 

::V1r. Ih::'lTER: Why delay 1his good work? 
\Yhy not do it this s<:"ion? 

1\Ir. l\lACKA Y: W c have got your Mineral 
Oil Bill to deal with, (Laughter.) 

Mr. HuxTER: Oil will go through pretty 
smooihl''· 

The I-io. E E' ·_·\-:ETAU'i: \Ve h.::.-..e your rail­
way fre•ghts to deal with. 

Mr. JIIACKAY: There have been so many 
a!lus1ons to the farmers' party and '" much 
competition for their support on that side of 
the House, that I think it might be becoming 
in me to sa,· that I think the Government 
w-ere 11PYE'r .. in a better or sounder position 
than they are at the present moment. 

::Ylr. RYAX: \Ve all rccognis.• that. 
:11r. :\IACKAY: Some reference has been 

ma<1•e '" the result vf the last Federal elec­
tion, bur we h:wc only to go back ·some fifteen 
months 0;' SO anU We hai'C another version of 
the affair, and if the people have changed 
once, it is quite on the cards-it is possible, 
it is probable- it will happen that they will 
change again, and when it comes to our turn 
to go beforP them the:v :tnay repc"t tho vote 
that was gin'n on a7th April. There is no 
doubt ebout it. our friends on the other side 
do not believP .all th·:·:v sa;~'. They know per­
fectlv · ''-·ell v h<'n they talk about trusts and 
combine, and all that sort d thing that they 
do not me an it seriously. 

The Hoe~m SECRETARY : Th2y do not tell us 
about. thP tobacco trust. 

:Yir. Hn. rER: \Vherc do,., this p;·nphet hail 
from? 

Mr. 21L\(;KA Y: He h:1ils from Gymnie. He 
was then on the 27th vf ~\pril 'last year; 
possibl:v you have heard of the fact before. 
I do not wish to bke up any more time; I 
just v. anted to toll vou that there is no second 
part.'' o_l t:js side of the House. 

:Mr. :P.YAX: \VB have flon,~d them into line. 
(Oppo ition laughtEr.) -

Mr. .MACKAY: During th0 last twelve 
month:; ~,hat I have sat here I L.ave never seHn 
any flc:..:ging, no.r h"~vc I s0en any ,occ:tsion for 
it. ::\1embcrs on this side of the House have 
every c,Jnfic1ence in th:! mem.bers of tho pre­
sent :Mini,irr, and so long as they continue 
to give us a" fair and r!?-1sonable nolicy, they 
will conlinue to receive the support of mem­
bers on this side •of the House; and whilet 

. that is so, it is foolish for the membHs on the 
other side to throw doubts here a' to a 
countrv nart;-. I do not believe it exists. I 
have 1iev~er b(-:.;n at a farmers' meeting, and I 
have no- S!W~ial desire to attend one, but I 
say that, 'o far oR members on this side of the 
frons:· arc concerned. thev are behind the 
Ministry. and the Premier particularly. In 
conclusion, I wish to tender my thanks to the 
\'ariou,, l'nder Secrebries, and especially th<> 
Under Soe:·etary fvr Mines, from whom I 
havr- recei\-ed many courtesies during the 
;-war. I hope that members on the other 
side will do their best to help on the busi­
nes·, of the House: thev know that there 
are very important matters coming before 
us, and if they will only cast aside that 
party pr0judicc that undoubtedly exists, we 
shall ha yo a vor:v successful session. and the 
peopk will be all the better for tho second 

[J!r. Jf ackay. 

session ciF the nineteenth Parliament of 
Qu<',ensland. 

HONOURABLE JliiE:Il:BERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. LARCOJUBE (I:C eppel) : 'l'h_e hon. 
rnen1ber "\Yho haR just sat down. said that 
there "as no flogging on that s1d';' of the 
HouRe, but how dolls that equare With what 
took pL, .. ce during last se:;sion?, On one occa­
sion the hon. memb(r for \V1de Bay cam.e 
OYe'· to vote with members of the Opposi­
tiOJ; on an a":cndment to thll Liquor Bill, 
and the Premier came over and \·ihispered 

into his e.ar, and the hon. 
[9.30 p.m.] member for vVid" Bay walked 

bee': iik" a c:c::;. (Opposition 
laughter.) And yet han. membe~s say that 
there is no flogging on that s1de <;>f, ~he 
House. It was the most flagrant exhibitwn 
ever seen in this Ae.sembly, and in the face 
of that how could hon. members argue that 
there i, no flogging? The very fact that 
the alleged farmers' party is now. a myth 
shO\vs that hon. members on that side have 
been flogged into line. I wish at ;he outset 
to 1nake referPnce to a fe\v remarKs passect 
bv the hon. member for Bowen, who made 
an excellent speech, and in concluding re~er· 
red to the Savings Bank business, In dom,g 
so, he said incidentally that he thought It 
would be a bad thing for Queensland-a bad 
business proposition and an invasion of State 
rights-if tho Federal Government was to 
''"similate our State Savings Bank. I .wo~ld 
point out that the framers of the ConstitutiOn 
thirteen years ago-if my memory serves 
me right there was only one Labo.u! ml'!-n 
on that eonvention-passod a proviSion In 
the Fodera.! Constitution to enable the Fede­
ral GoYernment to enter upon Savings Bank 
businecs, Those were the men who framed 
th.at Constitution and who were jealously 
guardin[l' State 1:ights .: so that ir: the face 
of the provision in the Constitut101_1 enabl­
ing the Federal Parliament to g~ mto the 
Savings Bank busine'-a, how can 1t be rea~ 
sonab!y argued that the taking over of the 
Savings Bank busine'" by the Federa! Par­
li ,ment would be an invv c;ion of State rights? 
To pas,; on from the ,ugument that it would 
lH~ an inYasion of Rt:tte rights to the other 
argument raised by the hon, me~ber for 
Bo-.,,cn that it would be a bad busmess pro· 
position, in the f:.tca o_f the spe·ech . of 
i'1e leader of the OppositiOn on that pomt, 
I do not sea how any member, either on this 
,-ide or the other, could reasonably con~";nd 
that it \wuld be a bad business propo'litwn 
for Queens! mel to come into line with the 
Tasmanian Government, and enable the 
Federal Government to control our Savings 
Bank bminess. The leader of the Opposi­
tion showed that it would be a good business 
proposition for the Stat':', and that ther.e 
would be more money available for the Agr!· 
cultural Department, and available generally 
for the developm!lnt of Queensland, if. Queens·. 
land fails inlo line with Tasmama, .and 
allows the Federal Government to conduct 
the Savings Bank business without opposi­
tion. The han. member for Bowen also dealt 
briefly with the question of trusts, combinc.s, 
and monopolies in Queensland and Austraha 
generally. He admitted that there were such 
trusts, combines, and monopolies ·existing, 
although the Premier denies th!l fact, and 
the han. member for Bowen suggested that 
the Federal Government should pass amend­
ing anti-trust legislation to enable them to 
deal fullv and effectively with these perni­
cious con1binations. The history of Australiat 
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and Amerit prDves conclusively that anti­
trust ]egish tion is utterly ineffective to deal 
with tru:te, combines, and monopDiies. Take, 
for inotance, the coal vend case. After some 
considcrabh' time the National Parliament 
\Yere ablG to institute a prosecution against 
the co't! vend. After a ]cagthy hearing, Mr. 
Justice Isaacs came to this decision. He 
said, " This coal vend is a gig·antic con­
spiracy, a gigantic monopoly~ actin.u- in re¥ 
stre.int of ti a de to tho detriment of the 
public." He said, "Fine them £50,000 and 
co~,ts." \Vlwn that decision 1-ve.s 1nade known 
han. members opposite-the Liberal fusion 
mPrnbers-, State and Federal-on almost 
every platform in Australia began to pat 
thmnselY:'"·'3 on the back, and say, " There, 
ladies and gr-ntlcruen, we have effective anti­
trust legislation in Augtralia, and the extend­
ing of thP'e increased powers to the Feder<;~ 
Parliament were absolutely unneces;ary. 
That is what thev ''tid after Mi·. Justice 
Ic-aacr- had given his decision, but they were 
rather prematar£, because the coal vend "-P­
pealrd to tho High Court. They said, "'\Ve 
are not a gigantic monopoly; we are mally 
a b' nefit cnt institution," and the High Court 
said, "Yr9." 

Lieut.-Colonel RAKKIN: Is not that what 
Mr. Hughes said? 

Mr. LARCOMBE: They quashed the con­
viction, and proved what the Labour party 
had contended in 1911 when the referenda 
propo,i1ls were being discussed, that anti­
iruFt legislation would absolutely brertk down 
when it was given a fair and roasonabl!l trial. 
Thf> National Parliament appealed to the 
Privy Council, and the appeal was dismis­
sed. The onlv true t< gt that th0- anti-trust 
legis!.u.tion has" had in Australia proved that 
it is utt,•rly ineffectiw. The history of 
Amerin aleo lJ;,cks up the history of Aus­
tralia. For the lest twenty years they have 
been ,-,~tempting to itaprove the Sherman 
Act, to lYLrk~ it 1nore effective; but, notwith­
standin7 t11r•t they hav-~ had twrnty years of 
anti-tru•t lcgislatiDn in Amcric ct, trusts, com­
bines, an'-~ rr·nnJpolits a1·c n1o:re po\verful and 
effcctiv2 cL0r0 to-day than they have ever 
bf·en in the history of that country. So in 
view of these f:tcts we cannot reasonably 
concludP that our .anti-trust legislation is 
sufficien; to coHtrol these pernicious con1-
binations. They require to b0 controlled, 
because the history of America proves that 
they !'orrnpt the Legislature and bribp the 
judiciar: -they buy decisions there just as 
you buy ordinary commodities here in Aus­
tralia-aud what they have done in America 
they will do in Awhalia if they are allowed 
free and unrestricted scope here for the next 
few years. I wish to m:J.ko brief reference 
to a few remarks passed by the Home Secre­
tary when speaking last night. He blamed 
the Labour party for nearly everything under 
the sun. He blamed them for the late strike. 
As a matter of fact, the highest indu~trial 
tribunal in Australia has decided that the 
Brisbane Tramways Company monopoly were 
responsible for that general strike some four­
tBen or fifhcGn months ago, and yet the HDme 
Secretary shielded this g·igantic monopoly. 
The men -who struck were as much the 
victims of cfrcun1sta.nc<'Y, as the farmers. 
In countries where there is no Labour party, 
such as America and England, there are 
greater strikes than we have every ·experi­
enced in Australia, so it was rather an 
illogical argument to use to attempt to prove 

that the Labour party were responsible for 
that strike. The Labour party stand fm· the 
settlement of national disputes b::- peaceful 
nwans, for the settlement of industrial dis­
putes by peacBful means, and will continue 
to do so, The Home Secretary daid he was 
a State socialist, and then went on with all 
the energy and ability at his command to 
prove that State sociali-sm or State enter­
prise in Queensland and other States were 
absolute failures. I do not know how he 
harmonised his statement as being a State 
socialist with the information that he after­
wards gave to the House, alleging to pro-;e 
that State enterprisBs in Western Australia 
and other StatBs weru failures. The Home 
S0cretarv said that the Federal electoral 
laws w,;re loose. That is a term that 
could be applied very .appropriately to 
the Home Secretary's arguments. _I think 
it is heneai h a member occupymg the 
position that the Home Secretary does to 
argue in the way he did last night. He 
took tlw case of one hotel in Western 
Australia, and stated that there had been 
se\ eral thousand pounds lost on that 
hoteL That wc.s rather a flimsy attempt to 
proYe that State enterprises were a failure. 
Do we not know of the enormous failures 
that take place in Queensland and Dther 
States of Australia and all thp world over 
under private enterprise, every week and 
ev' ry year: and it would be_ just as lDgi'?al 
to argue, therefore, that pnvate enterprrse 
was an ab,,o]ute failure. But the Home Sec­
rctarv was most unfair in his argument, 
beca;se if he took the history of State hotels 
for the Ja,.t ten years in Western Australia, 
he would have found there was a prDfit of 
some -£20,000. That is a direct disproof Df 
the hon. g·entleman's argument. He took 
one isolated c "'e instnad of taking the whole 
of the hoh,Js. If he had t~ken the whole of 
the hotels he would have found there was a 
profit of £20,000 during the last ten years. 

J'vlr. LENNOK : You don't take him seri­
ou:...:l~-, snrely? 

.'Hr. LARCO:HBE: No; but there are 
nnh· electors in Quecmland who do take 
theo han. gentleman seriously, and it is just 
as well for them to realise the flimsy 
naturt' of his alleged argu1nents, so that 
thev will tako him like the han. member 
for 'Herbd't. Again, the Home Secretary 
sc,id he "''"" a State ~;ncialist but not a 
Focialiet.. That statement seemed to me to 
J1o•,; a COl1fUf;<'l conception of .~,uciology, 
bz,~ause, if t:w han. g£ut1cman is a State 
soDiali: <-, he is as·sisting on the great 
soci ''listie movcmn1t. The bon. gentleman 
probably had in mind certain socialistic 
scheme-, enumer;,tcd and elaborated by 
;ocialistic authors; but, as a matter of fact, 
sccirdism h a _g-rowth and not a cut-and~ 
dried schenw at" all ; and, \vhen you are a 
State socialist, then you are a socialist. 
The han. gentleman will prabably have ~o 
account to the farmers' party cmd to hrs 
constituenh for having declart-.d himself a 
State socialist. Right through the history 
of mankind we find there has been a con­
tinual prorl%o of destruction and recon­
struction. \Yo find that, in accordRnce with 
the laws of evolution, from savagery we 
ca1ne to slavery; fro1n slavery \VB came to 
feud:dism; from feudalism we came 'ijo 
capitalism; and capitalism is now giving 
way to a higher development-namely, 
socialism; and socbJis1n in time will give 
piace to something still higher in the scale 

Mr. Larcombe.] 
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of social evolution. If it was not somewhat 
presumptuous for a young member to do I 
would like, in conjunction with other. h~n. 
r>wmbers, to congratulate the mover of the 
Addre>s in Reply. I think he delivered a 
very effective and a very pr.tdital address 
at,d he is to b2 congratulated ur•on hi~ 
flrot effort in this Chamber. The hon. 
member for Port Curtis, the seconder of the 
Address in Reply, somewhat marred his 
spc•Jch by pleading for lib<m.d treatment 
fer the Brisban0 Tran1\Vays n1onouolv. and 
al~o by casting an inferont.lal refi.ed~on upon 
certain r.•embers of thr· Elections Tribunals 
of last sessicm. \Vhik congratulating the 
'"''?'cr of tho .Adcl!'c s in Reply, I do not 
thmk we should £org~t the Yery effc·ctive 
Epcec 'Ks dl'livcred b·, the lead'er of the 
Opposition and his d~puty. The leader of 
t3te Opposition was p"rticularly effective when 
rc·ferring- to the fed th·:t there "a> no men­
tion in the Governor':, Speech of any pro­
f"''·sd anti-tru,t legislation. The Premier, in 
rc·ply, atton1ptecl to proYe that there -..vas no 
danger, as ther1" \\Ph~ no trusts co1nbines 
ot monopolies 1n Quecndand 'or in anY 
other part of "\ustralia. Now if that be 
fe>, why was it that a Rcferen'ce of Legis­
lative Matten Bill was mentioned in the 
(lovernor's Speech t\rL·lve lYrvnths ago? The 
very fact that at that time the Govern­
ment were appro hen, ive points to the fact 
that there is grave danger, and that there 
IS grave danger is attested to not only by 
members of the Labour party but by some 
of the i•trnngest Con·Jervatives in Australia. 
Mr. McWade, a member of the Legisla­
tJve Council of )Tictoria, made that plain 
m. a spee.ch delivered. some months ago, 
when movmg a resolutiOn calling unon the 
Government of Victoria to take immediate 
steps to prevent the American meat trust 
from coming in and committing the same 
depredations in Victoria as the,· have com­
mitt-0d in .America. In spenking to that 
rr.otion, Mr. McWade pointed out that the 
Arn<>rican moat trust within the last five 
years had cornered 31~ per cent. of the 
sheep and lamb exports from _\rgentina, 
11nd had appropriated 41~ per o.·nt. of the 
beef e:cports from the "arne· country ; and 
he pomted out that whc•t took place in 
Argentina would take place in Australia 
unles~ immediate and drastic. legislation 
was mtroduced and passed bv the States 
of Australia, or by the National Parlia­
ment. Mr. Mc'\Vad<e is no Labour man· 
ht, is a Conservative ; and his testi1non~ 
ought to be taken to heart by membr,rs oil 
b?th sides of the House. in elaborating 
lus speech, JYir. lYle Vv a de wont on to prove 
that the t.otal ili'post upon the taxpayers 
d Australia would be £1,000 000 within a 
very short time if the A~erican 1ncat 
trust wore e"tablished in the Common­
wealth, and that stateme'!t was bol'ne out 
by s0voral other memb..,rs of tho Legislative 
Council of Victoria who suppcrt<ed the 
m?tio~. Now, after being hunted out of 
V10tona nnd ether States, th,, meat trust 
has been welcomed in this reactionary State. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: '\Vho hunted them out? 

Mr. LARCOMBE: The Governments of 
those States. They should not be allowed 
to come here and invest their capital unless 
legislation is passed eDabling the Govern­
mPnt effectively to control them. But there 
is . no suggestion of any such legislation 
being passed, .a:1d they .will be free to pur­
we the permcwus policy that they have 

[Mr. Lat·combe. 

pursued in America and in other )(arts .,£ 
the world. The London " Times,' which 
cenno!. by any stretch of imagination be 
classed as a Labour paper, pointed out in 
a v.ory ahlH article, son1e n1onths ago, the 
tactic; of th·• American meat trust. It 
pointed out that in America for a time they 
paid a very high price to the producer and 
redue.-,d th'l nrioc to the consumer; but, 
aftt"r they ci~ushed out compvtition, the 
position was rever·,·,~d. Do,yn ·sent the nrice 
to th0 producer and up went the price to 
tho consumer. If wo bear in mind the 
t(•stimony of Mr. :\Ic'\Vade in the Victorian 
Lcgi;lative Council, what the . London 
" rl'i1nes " ha.~ Vi-'l'itoen, and Virhat has been 
\Yritten in other ;.>'nti-socialistic papers 
tlnoughout tho world, W8 can reasonably 
a'"ume that it is a real danger, and that 
it \Vas a gro':; o1nission on the part of the 
Go.-ernment not to introduce logish•'oion 
such at v;as suggestud by the lc"der of the 
Uppositiou, particuhul5 in view· of the 
rderondum proposal vat<:>, when the electors 
ol Queensland de~ided in an unmistakable 
way that they "' re so,tisfiod tl:at thc~e w.as 
a danger, and that the Natwnal Parha· 
ment should take sJ co·ps to prevent taking 
place in Australia what has tak "U place in 
r\rnerica and in other countriec;;;. As far as 
ibe GoYernor's Speech is concerned, un­
d,;ubtedly it ;,,. disappointing. I feel sure 
that han. members on the other side are 
reall:c di ·,appointed with it themsel vc'l, and 
the " Daily Mail " very aptly described it 
wh• n it said it was a m•'ek and timid­
Jc,,king statement, and if the development 
of Queens!Bnd was not to proceed on a 
more hand<ome Sl'cde than was indicated 
in tlH~ Governor's Speech, then there \Vas a 
very bad time ahead of us. That was not 
said by a Labour paper, but by the " Daily 
Mail," and they were very pointed in their 
remarks. I se<::. according to tlw Speech, 
that Hi'' Excellency, during the last twelve 
months, has travelled over a good portion 
of Northern and Central Queensland, and 
m:•.de himo'llf acquainted with the country 
he traversed. It is a pity that his advisers 
did not follow his example. They never 
come near the North or the Central districts 
unless they are looking for votes, and 
' !:en they do come they very hequently 
come in a very perfunctory way, address a 
rr:eeting for political purposes, and move 
on. \Vhy, the Premier has twicn visited the 
Cn1tral district in the !act few months, but 
he has contemptuously ignored Rockhamp­
ton. He, has not held one public meeting 
in Rockhampton during his last tv. o or three 
vi"its. 

Mr. Bow>IAN: Ho has ehunned Bri-·bane 
too. 

Mr. BARBER: 
(Laughter.) 

And Bundab0rg too. 

Mr. LARCO:;i,1BE: Well, after the result 
of the Federal elections he ought to shun 
Queensland. (Opposition laughter.) .Accord­
ing to the Governor';, Speech, there is to be 
an amendment of the Elections Act intro­
duced. I trust that this Bill will provide for 
a uniform roll for Federal and State elections 
in Que2nsland. There seems to be no r· 'l3·)n 
why there should be a diffet< nt qualific.ttion 
for a State elector from that required in a 
Federal elector. If six months' rt>sidence is 
a sufficient qualification for a Federal elector, 
it should be sufficient for a State elector, and 
I thiiJk we should bring the Queensland law 
into line with the Federal law in this respect. 
I trust also that the amending Bill will make 
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proVIsiOn for a unif01:m system of voting, 
and that our State system of voting will be 

.brought into line with that of the Federal 
system. According to the figures in to-day's 
"Tele1rraph," there were 13,000 informal 
votes cast in Australia at the last Federal 
election, ~tnd a largB proportion Jf those 
WBre cast in Queensland. Those intor:nal 
votes were largely due to the fact that we 
have t'vo different 3yste1ns nf votiru;5, Hnd I 
hope the amending Bill will do away with 
that anomaly, because undoubtedly it is a 
very prolific cause of informal voting. I 
notice, further, that the iniquitous system of 
voting by post is to be reintroduced in 
Queen>land. Probably that proposal is made 
on account of the re·.ult of the last Federal 
election, but, as the leader of the Opposition 
effectively pointed out, we could expect noth­
ing less from the present Administration. It 
simply indicate, the reactionary nature ;:,f the 
present Government of Queensland. In 
theory the system of voting by post S<>cms 
unassailable; nothing seems more effective 
than postal voting, which will enable every 
elector to reCDrd his vote, but in practice, 
like many other measures which app~ar very 
sound in theory, it has proved absolutely 
worthless. \Ve know from experience that 
the postal vote is more a means of corruption 
than a means of convenience to the electors, 
and we can reasonably aver that there is no 
justification for reintroducing it in Queens­
land. In 1907, the then Home Secretary, the 
Bon. A. G. C. Hawthorn, in moving the 
repeal of the postal vote provisions, said-

" I feel that the time has come, froin 
our knowledge of what happened at the 
last election through the unsatisfactory 
working of the postal vote, when the 
House will coment to the repeal of the 
postal vote clause." 

He further said-
" It has been found in practice that the 

best v ay to deal with the postal vote is 
to wipe it out altogether." 

That was a fair and impartial statement of 
the position, and the support accorded him 
by members who are not associated with the 
Labour party proves that there is absolutely 
no necessity for the reintroduction of the 
postal vote in Queensland. It proves also 
that its reintroduction will mean increitsed 
corruption and increased malpractices, which 
the Government contend they are particularly 
anxious to put down. \Vhen speaking on this 
proposed measure, the hon. member for Port 
Curtis gave as a reason for its reintro·luction 
the convenience of the women of Quee11sland. 
'This new-born solicitude for t.he women of 
Queensland on the part of members opposite 
is rather amusing. What sympathy ha,·e 
those hon. members shown with the women 
of Queeensland riglit throughout the history 
of Queensland politics? In 1904, when the 
Elections ~\ct was going throug}l this House, 
the hon. member for Toowong moved an 
amendment providing that adult franchise 
should only come into operation when there 
was a reduction in the number of membets in 
the Legir~lative Assembly. There has been 
no reduction in the number since then, ar,d 
there is not likely to be any reduction for 
some considerable tinie to come, so :hat if 
the han. member for Toowong had had his 
way tho women of Queensland would not 
have had a vote to-day. In that amen:lment 
the hon. member was supported by the pre-
1lent Treasurer, the hon. member for Nor­
manby, the hon. member for Townsville, and 

several other members on that side of the 
House, including, if I recollect rightly, the 
Minister for Railways. Yet members op­
posite give as a reason for the reintroduc­
tion of the postal vote the convenience of the 
women of Queensland ! As a matter of fact, 
they fear the women of Queensland, and th<'.'' 
have reason to fear them, because before the 
women of Australia had a vote there was 
not one Labour Government in Queensland, 
excepting the short-lived Dawson Ministry. 
Since then we have had u Labour Government 
in South Australia, in Western Australia, in 
New South \Vales, and in the National Par· 
!iament of Australia: and there ,,·ill un­
doubtedly be a Labom: qlovernm<ent in 
Queensland within the next eighteen months, 
to a great e·dcnt as a result of the womt>n's 
vote. The next paragraph of tl~e G.n'err~oes 
Speech deals wit.h the alleged rrregularrbes 
at the last Federal election, and says-

" If personation, plural voting, and 
other illegalities were not rif,, at the 
recent Federal polling, it was not, i_n ~he 
opinion of my advisers, becaus,~ exrstrng 
arrangements do not encourage ~H~. facil.i­
tate such practices. Therefore rt IS thell' 
intention to request the Commomye~lth 
Government to appoint a commrssron, 
consisting of the Chief Electoral 9ffi.cer, 
his Stftte deputies, and the p.nn01pal 
Stat'' ('lectoral registr;:us, to devise soine 
mC'a!'ts whereby the Fed81'al electoral ~oils 
ctnd the conduct of the Federal electwns 
will be above ,usnicion." 

'l'hat is a most insol~nt ar·d most impudent 
and most praiTmatical paragraph. The Ji'ede­
ral Governm:nt are quite competent to look 
after their own rolls, and if Queensland 
Liberals wished to bring this matter of 
alleg·erl corruption before the N.ational P.ar­
liament they had the opportumty ~f dmng 
so through their Federal representatrves, It 
is really degrading the dignity of the Gover· 
nor's s'pc:ech to introduce such ., paragraph 
as that into it. ·why cannot member:s op­
posite take their defeat in a manly .way? 
\Vhy was that paragraph introduced 1 SrmJ?lY 
because the Liberals were overwhelmed with 
defeat at the last Federal elections, and then, 
like schoolboys playing at football, they com­
plain of the referee, C!f. t~o state of. ~he 
ground, or some other tnnalrty. (Oppo~rtwn 
laughter.) They have cause to be afl:;trd o.n 
acQount of what has taken place, bf'cause _It 
is an indication of what will take place m 
Qutcnsland in eighteen months' time. 

:Mr. RYAN: Or sooner. 
Mr. LARCOMBE: I am glad of that 

int·erjection because it reminds me that 
when I left' the Central district many of my 
supporters oome to me and !'sk<:·~ VI hen the 
dissolution was going to take place. (Op­
position laughter.) I told them tha.t they 
need not be alarmed, becaus.e, the result, of 
the Federal elections had krllecl the thud 
party. Ther:e would have bc~en a strong 
third party If they had had any reasonable 
chance of getting ba~k into Par liame~t end 
getting on to the Trea ury bencJ:. It rs. ba:d 
enough to be without a portfolio, but .It. IS 
worse to be without a ,'eat. (Oppos1t:on 
laughter.) The members who were formmg 
a third party realieBd that, and I congratu­
late them on their sound common sense. 
Goodness knows what thoy were going to 
do. They were going to blow up the Go­
vernment; they had adjusted the fuse, b~t 
when they struck the match they were ho~·n­
fied at the prospect, and instead of applymg 
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170 ·Address m Reply. [ASSEMBLY.) Address in Reply. 

it to the fuse they hurriedly picked up the 
fuse ar. j ran for their lives; and we may be 
sure that during the currency of the present 
Parlinucnt the fu .e will nor Le ·.·gain ad-
JUste {. (Oppo--.;ition laughter.) 'The leader 
of t; Op)•osition was really right "·hen he 
told ho,.. members on the front Treasury 

rencJ: that they could sleep. 
[10 p.m. J soundy, as there is no chance of 
. . thPI.n bei!"g supplantd by the 

thu,, pliny tlns sesswn anyhow. The per­
centa~",e of p .. !rsonution and irrf·gularities 
generallv at the last .Federal election was no 
greater 'than it has been at anv oth.e"· elec­
tion. (He<,r, hc:tr !) \Ve have· that on the 
authorit.r of the Chief Electoral Registrar, 
Mr.. Oldhdm. Surely we would take the 
~ecision of a fair ~nd imp.utial authority 
like Hr. Oldham berore we .,.,·ould take the 
prejudi• ,~ U ::; nd bias.-3ed opinion of unv hon. 
mt mber ~<t.ting on the front Treasury 'bench. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: Or the "Courier.'' 

Mr. LARCO:\IBE: Yes. I would sooner 
take the ,,,or<l o£ tho Chief Eledoral Registrar 
In thE' face of that, we caJmct ,cc, that thor~ 
\Vas al!y jusri_;_in1tion for the insertion of 
the. part;gr tph in the Governor's Speech to 
·which l have referred. The cnnfidential 
ci_rcular tl1at \Vas read by tlw Pn:nnic i' reallY 
dispro\'t'd t;w argument thai: he :::et out tO 
prove. He eft out to J>rovc that the Federal 
GoYernn1( ·•L Cl cour,\zcd corruption at tho l~,,,t 
.Fed, ral ekcticn. He said, " I will read the 
confideL.tial circnla.::· is."-(,?d to the returning 
an~ pre· iding. o:flhers, :• and l1e dr<"'l)ped his 
YOIC2 to a \Vh1sp0r as he reed. out thp circu~ 
lar. TLis C·Jnfi·dential circular wa·s an in­
ot,ruct~on ~o .the rnturning and presiding 
officers allovY:;:ng an clC>ctor to Yoto ev.en 
~"lthough h~ had been p0rsonatr·d. It further 
gaY*--1• instructions that it 1Y{.d not to be made 
public. SurPl;v any reasonable-n1inded 
p:rc,on can ~..-o 1vhy t}nt instraction \Yas 
given. If ppr·-onation -,,as nunpant. it 
·would l·ave bPPn ~~ doz~n tie1C's more So if 
the. ei. <'tors knew that they could vot8 in 
their. ')1' n name a..lth:1ug~1 ano:-hor pcrr,on 
h.ad Impeno.mt:"d the:11. If that informa­
tion had garncd ground, the ver·;·onation in 
Au, tn- li .. •Yauld have incrc .l&c cl by a' least 
50 per cent. (Hear, he?." 1) The .Feieral 
Lat:Jur Gover:11r,,···nt proved th:~t thcv -,\ere 
genui_ne1~y desi_;_·ous of prevf'nting arly per­
ELn.·Lon by issuing that circul;:r. There vv6 s 
onl: _lall lF rcerJqge of ele~tors ·who 
kr.:·w !\at they could vote eve'1 i~ tl1e_r had 
bec·n L:.1p'-•r·~DllDJcd It "~.'\·aR fortunate th-ei 
th>t: 1v3 not 1nadP puL:ic befo~··; the last 
F·•d0' rl clecticm. If tlw Federal Govern­
nient ... r·r· ~:oing rG be at~a·cked, thev should 
b7 ut·oc\;c~ .by a Gowrnn;;ent that· is itself 
aoove su~~.;-;rc ;'Jn. Lf't the nr;: 1 

.... stone be cast 
by f.rv" ·who havt' a cle:.tn poEtical c~tr·eer 
and n'1t by hon. members opposite who hav~ 
achie;:ed their poljtical positions by politi. 
cal '"shoncsty. Now, the Federal Labour 
party i• as h•·nest a>· any Governmc·nt that 
h~s hr·c :1 in existence in Australia. What 
did tho Quneni'lcmd Governnwnt do when 
Mr. Ki~ ,:ten \Vas retiring frmn politics? 
What d;,J t 11ey do to get him to retire? 
Thr·y promot"d him to the Land Court. 
They alt• red th<;! Land Court Act to retire the 
members of the Land Court, and appointed 
Mr. Kidston to a position as a member of 
the court at a salary of £1,000 a year fo;· 
fifte~n yc ars. You nc>·cr find the Labour 
Go~·e,rf.lmer:t trying to get rid of a Atrong 
politiCian 111 that way. Whftt was done by 
the Queensland Liberal Govecnment was 
also done by the Federal Liberal Govern. 
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ment. Senator Pearce was selected either 
bv the Wat•.on Government or the .Fisher 
GOvernment to go home to England to repre­
sent Australia as the MinistAr for Defence. 
In the mct •. ntimc, before he went home the 
Laboc~r Government wa,, defeated. What 
·did the Lii .. ral Gv> ernment do? Did they 
honourably uphold the action of. the Labour 
GoYernment .,,,hen they came mto power 1 
?\o, they did not. rfhty dhmis~ed 8enator 
Pearc2, cancelled his appoint1nent, and 
appointed in his place the Hon. Colonel 
Fo.<ton and s .... 21t him hon1e to r·f' 1 n~t;_~·~ent the 
Fl':leral Government. Yet this Liberal 
par~y talk·. about " spoils to the victors." 
It i~ nothing el··o but "spoiL to the victors" 
vvhere hon. n1BI11bers opposite -are concerned .. 
\Vlwn th~ Labour Gove;-nment took office, 
did thov pack tho High Court with Labour 
judges i Not a bit of it. What did the 
Liberal Govmnmcnt do? They first of all 
.appointed Sir Edmund Barton. The.y .got 
him to T"etire in a 1nannei~ son1ewhat Similar­
to that adopt0d by thP Liber~! Goverm_nent 
in Queen eland when l'<Ir .. Kid,•on. ret:red. 
Sir E<:mund Barton has high qualrfieatwns, 
and I '""'s plea•,cd to see him appoint.ed to 
the Hiah Court· but when you see Liberal 
Gon'rn~nent.' pu~·suing a policy like this, it 
mak·s you feel rather netrled when they 
turn arOund a::l·d accu:~o the Labour Govern~ 
ment of political corruption. As a matter 
d fact, the political corruption in ,Queens­
lund, in Australia} in cve~~y St-e.te 1n Aus. 
tralia, and all the world ova has. been 
pr ... cri·c>d b:· the Libc 'a] p~rties and Liberal 
Gon,rnments onlv. The Fisher Government 
has been congr~tulatcd, . not only by the.ir 
own organs but by. anti-Labou;· organs I.n 
Au· tralja, and outr-Ide Australia, on their 
high ;-tanding and political morality. I 
wish to ha v a word or two about the 
priman· prcduPers, their enemies and their 
friend·: I think hon. member', opposite ar-e 
afraid of the magnific::nt way in •vhich the 
Labour party's policy with regard to the 
primary producers has been pla<ee·<l before 
this House und tho cmmhy by the leader 
of ~he Opposition and his <:leputo:. If hon. 
members opposite are noi afrmd of the 
L.3,bour pai:t.r being able to show :hat we are 
the real fnends of the farmers-tnat we are 
the real Inrmcrs' party-if they are not 
afLaid of the exposition of the Labour party's 
nolicY whv is it that ,,n manv members 
~pnosi0e who hccve spdu·n shoG'!d get up 
and reply to that p:Lrtieular point? It has 
bc,,n renlied to bv the Premwr, by the 
Trea·.ur~r, bv the liomc Secret.,cry, and by 
t~H? Sncretaloy for Rnihvays, ;.nd every 
private member v.'ho has spoken on that 
side. If mem''er". opposite did not St'e that 
thf rc. 'vas something solid in what vvas stated 
by the leader of the Opposition there wculd 
not have been so much •at:ention ·devoted to 
hi··; speech. 

Tlw H011E SECRETARY: Vve will fall down 
with fright dir'"'ctl;·. (Laughter.) 

::V1r. LARCO::vtBE: The hon. g{mtleman 
do"' not look very well to-night. (Laught-er.) 

The Ho:rE SI;CRET,\RY: He feels very weak. 
(Laughter.) 

C!Ir. LARCOMBE: I think the hon. gentle­
man feels the position very seriously after 
what has transpired during thB la.st few 
weeks. vV e are all agreed as to the Import­
ance of the primary industry, and we all 
agree that the primary proaucer should re­
ceive every consideration and <Jncouragement, 
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but they are not receiving the consideration 
and encouragBment they are entitled to. The 
question naturally arises, \Yho is responsible 
for tha'? It is not the Labour party, became 
the Labour party are not in power, .,o it 
must be the Libc1al party or th!l Fusion 
party. It is really flattering to call them 
the Liberal party. I think I can prove what 
I say, that the alleg·ed Liberal party sitting 
oppocitJ arc the encmie., and opponents of 
the p1·ima1-y produce;·s. The Liberal party 
are the opponents of the primary producer, 
because the·c· make thJe primary producer 
suffer l"T·.mse of the exi;,t,nc" of the trusts, 
combines, and monopolies. The han. mem­
ber for Vi' arrego referred briefly to this mat­
ter, and I ''.ant to quat!' from a South Aus­
tralian Commission which dc·alt with these 
combined in Australia, and their effect upon 
the prim'1.ry producer. Now this commission 
was not compvsed wholly of Labour men. 
There wrcs a majority of anti-Labour men on 
!t, so we can fairly assume that the report 
IS a correct one, or we can at least assume 
that it was unbiassed. One paragraph in 
the report of that commission says-

" Owing to a wheat ring the farmers 
of South Australia 1ver·e robbed of 2d. 
per bushel on their wheat ; and taking 
it on the yield for that year, they came 
to the conclusion, therefore, that the 
Lumers of the St:lte lost a sum equiva­
lent to £167,000." 

Taking the whole of Australia, they argued 
that the farmers lost a sum equal to £625 000 
as a result Df the operations of this wheat 
ring. And yet you never hear any reference 
to it by hon. members opposite. Never tho 
sl~ghtost mspicio~l '?f legislation dealing 
with thr 0 'l combmatwnR. Further on the 
commissioners say-

" Your commissioners cannot but re­
gard tho exnlanation of the failure to 
pass the red:wtion of freights on to the 
farmers a'> extremely unsatisfactory. 
~~ftor car·eful consideration, your commis­
swners have come to the conclusion that 
the \Xistence and operations of 'hon­
ou_ra]'le understandings ' are decidedly 
rnunrcal to the interest., of the \1\heat~ 
gro '\Yers. '' 

That is th~ finding of the Ro"al Commission 
in regard to the shipping monopoly of Aus­
tralia. Nerer a word l'lfntioned in tho Go­
v.ernor's Speech or by han. members oppo­
~Ito as. to the method of effertively prev• nt­
mg this scandalous state of affairs. These 
combines and monopolies can operate without 
restriction, with perfect freedom, and rob 
the farmers of thousands of pounds annu­
ally, and yet the Premier gets up and tells 
!'on. .memC,ers. that the rural workers' log 
Is gom;s· to rum the farmers. 

The J;fO:UE SECRETARY : You will encourage 
them With the land tax. • It will assist them 
to raise good crops. 

l\'(r. L_\RCOMBE: At the proper time I 
will deal with the Labour party's land tax 
proposals. It is a tax that will not fall on 
the farmers at all. As a matter of fact, were 
a land tax in operation many of the present 
little vexatious taxes would be repe-aled and 
the farmers would be better off than th;y are 
under the present 1Government. However, 
the Home Secretary did not tell us that in 
other States of .\ustralia, where Liberal Go­
\"ernments are in power, they have a land 
tax. They have a land tax in Victoria and 
in South Australia, and never a. word do hon. 

members opposite utter about that. The land 
tax there is in operation under a Liberal Go­
vornlnent. 

Mr. HARDACRE : Tho land tax made millions 
of acr<>9 available. 

The HmJE SECRETARY: \Vhere? Not in 
Queensland. 

Mr. LARCOJHBE : ThP FeJeral Labour 
Government, in their policy speech, made­
provision for the establishment of a national 
line of steam!'rs in Australia. · They recog­
nised how the farmer "as being robbed by 
this pernicious shipping combine, a.Jd they 
are going to commf·nce with a small lin,~. of 
steamers to as8ist the primary producer and 
the taxpayers in generaL 

The HmiE SECRETARY: Is that the reason 
why th<'y took away the Yancouver service 
from Queensland? 

Mr. LARCO.MBE: ThB Home Secretary 
knows quite well why the subsidy was with­
drawn from the Vancouver service. He 
knows quite well of the reciprocity treaty 
entered into between Canada and New Zea­
land, and the advantage that New Zeaiand 
has over Queensland, and until we enter into. 
a similar arrangement the National GDvern­
ment were quite justified in doing what they 
did. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Why 
should Queensland contribute? 

Mr. LARCOMBE : They will contribute a 
good deal more when reciprocity is arranged, 
and the National Government, with Mr. 
Fisher at their h<'ad, have been negotiating 
for some time with Canada to bring about 
that arrang2ment. 

The HOME SECRETARY : Is that the reason 
why the~ insisted on the headquarters of the 
Pacific cable station being removed from 
Queensland? 

Mr. LARCOMBE: If the Home Secretary 
wants to stop all night. I am prepared to dis­
cuss 'th-ode questions with him, but if he wants 
to get a11ay in time to catch his tram, then 
he should let me rt:;ume my argument. The 
National Government provide>d for the estab­
lishment of a line of steamers, and the West 
Aust~alian <;*overnment did similariiy, and 
notwithstandmg what the Home Secretary 
said Iast night, that service has been a suc­
cess, and a grtiat benefit fo the primary pro­
duc£r. However, I want to give a little 
additional informatio'n to .prove 'that the 
Labour Gov0rnment are the true friends of 
the fltrmers. Not only indirectly, by means 
of their grand legislation, have they encour~ 
aged tho farmers of Australia, ·but also 
directly through giving the farmers _ free 
farms in the Northern Territory and in 
lending money at 4 per ce!'t. Is this alleged 
farmers' Government lendmg money to the 
farmers at 4 per cent. ? 

The HoME SECRETARY : Did they not also 
establish a laundry tlwre? (Laughter.) 

Mr. LARCOMBE': I will tell the Home 
Secretary what they did. They provided 
fair and reasonable treatment all round, not 
ouly for the fanners, but for everybody else 
in the Territory, and that is what the Queens­
land Government is not doing for the tax­
payers of the State. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: A 
howling success. 

The HoME SECRETARY: \Vhy, they sweated 
their own employees. 

Mr. LARCOMBE: We often hear about 
the " stinking fish " party in Queensland. 
There you have an example of the '' stinking 
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fish" party in the Srote-they are <:lecryina­
the Northern Territory. Is that the way t~ 
attract immigrants to our shores? 

The HOME SECRETARY : \Vhy, the Federal 
Government sweated their own employees. 

Mr. LARCOMBE: The Home Secretary 
talks about sweating under a Labour Govern­
ment in Australia. As a matter of fact, 1 he 
Labour Government in New South \Vales, in 
Western Australia, and in the National Par­
liament haYe '~t down a minimum for their 
public servants much higher than the present 
Queensland Government. 

The HoME SECRETARY: Is that why the 
Labour Government in New South \Vales are 
letting their railways by contract now? 

Mr. LARCO:NIBE: I can quite sec what 
the Home S0cretary is attempting to do. He 
realises that I am proving conclusively that 
the Labour party are the true farmers' partv 
and he wants to exhaust my time before "i 
can get this material in. I want to get this 
material in in order that my constituents and 
the constituents of Queensland generally may 
realise who are the true friends of the far­
mer. The Home Secretary referred to the 
land tax. On every platform that I spoko 
from in the farming districts of Keppel I 
dealt with the LaBour party's land tax pro­
posals, and I got a magnificent vote in all of 
them, notwithstanding the gross misrepre­
sentations indulgt'cl in by thf' Liberal organ, 
and the Labour majority in th<,> electorate I 
represent was over 1,100 at the last Federal 
election. Now the farmers in Keppel, are 
satisfied who are their true friends. and I am 
satisfied ti1at the farmers in Queensland 
generally will also be satisfied similarly within 
the next eighteen months. I want to point 
out further, that in addition to giving free 
farms, and in addition to ]ending money at 
4 per cent.-1 per cent. cheaper than the 
alleged farmers' party in Queenslancl-thev 
are also assisting indirectly by magnificent 
legislation. They are ath:aotii1g people to 
Australia to an extent that was never heard 
('; previously under an anti-Labour Govern­
ment, \V e know the primar:;- producer 
depends to a great extent on the population 
of the industrial centres •of Australia for his 
markets, and by encouraging- people to come 
to Australia they are actualh- benefiting the 
farmer, 

The HOJV!E SECRETARY: Will you ginl him 
free freights on the railways? 

Mr. LARCOMBE: We will give them 
much chcaJ)er rates than tho present Denhttm 
Government. 

The HoME SECRETARY: Is that why the New 
South Wales Labour Government are increas­
ing the ra.ilway freights? 

:C.1r. L~UtCOJ\TBE: Thev arc going to do 
nothing d the kind as far as farmers' pro­
ducts are concerned, A paragraph appeared 
in the "Courier" the other morning specifi­
cally stating that there was no intention to 
incrc.:tse the freig-hts on primary produce, 

The HoME SECRETARY: \Vhat about the 
\Vork.r~~en's ticl{ets 2 

The SPEAKER : Orcl<'r ! 
Mr. LARCOMBE : Why does the Home 

Secretary attempt to wilfully mislead the 
elx: ')rs o! Queer.>L'nd on that point? I want 
to point out that in the lHst two years under 
an anti-Lnbour Government the <excess of 
arrivals over departur~s in _\ustralia was only 
27,000, .and fm• the last two vear·s under <.. 
~abour Governme-nt it was '99,000, or an 
mcrease of 72,000 persons_ 

The HoME SF,CRETARY: Why do you 
-oppose immigration? · 
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::\1r. LARCOMBE: The interjection of the 
Home Secretarv is ridiculous on the face of 
it·, be<">a.u;;o, if ,\~e ·were opposed to hnmigra­
hon, how is it that people arc coming here 
in greater numbers under a Labour Ministry 
tLan thcv w"ro under a Liberal Govern­
ment? From the verv facts of the case 
that assertion is on th'e face of it, to sa.y 
the least, absurd It may be argued that 
although the excf of arrivals over depar­
ture> is so great, the population has not 
increased at a greater ratio. But \Ve find 
that in the last two yem·s, under the Liberal 
Government, tho nopulation increased by 
192,805 p"rsons, whilot under the Labour Go­
-vernwcnt, during the last two years, the 
J'opulation increased by 244,7<t7 persons, or an 
increase of 51,942 persons more in the two 
Yt•ars in which the Labour Government was 
l11 llO\P.:r than actuall;.r oc:curred in the tv~'o 
yf\aF, that the Liberal GoYernn1ent was In 
[,ower, That again pron,·; what the National 
Labour Government ha~. been to the primary 
producer, for it has increased the popula­
tion, and thereby increa'~C?d his n1arket. Now, 
I wish to deal with the Labour Govern­
ment in \Vestcrn Australia. Tho first thing 
they did when tlw:· were r0turn.-cl was to 
broaden the Agricultural Bank Act, en­
abling farmers to borrow up to £2,000 
where the a ·nmmt had been smaller under 
the Liberal Govf'rmnent, In the first year 
of th<> Labour Government the amount acl­
n•ncecl to farmers was £405,943, while in 
the last Yf'ar of the Lib··,t·al Governm~nt the 
amount ;,,as £283.159, so that there was an 
increase of £122,784 in one year that the 
Labour Govern _J.l8'1t 'vas in pov; er over 
' hat tiP Liberal GoYernmont had advanced. 
Eow docs that square with the argument 
that the Labour partv is opposed to the 
farmer'! It cannot 'be squared, and it 
proves benmcl a shadow of a duubt that 
w.• are what we contend--the true farmers' 
[J:'r.ty, It is all very fine for hon. m.,mbers 
to get up and argue in a vague general 
,, ty that we arf' opposed to the fnrmers, 
hrt when they r;et fignrcs like these put 
l nforo th0m they arc silent, 

The Ho1rE SECRETARY: HP >Yill know all 
r 1 out it when he gets the rural '"~'orkers' 
log. 

::\!r, LARCO::\IBE: The Home SN'retary 
Lno" s quite well !hat that is not in the 
Labour nlai.form. He lmows well that it 
v:il! be i1rcsenb d »·hethcr a Labour or a 
Lib,ral Go1·ernment is in power, and that it 
1~~ a 1natter on the industrial side of the Inove­
ment. But, further, I want to point 
out that a deputation representing primary 
producers-the fruit,,-rowers-w ;ited on the 
Labour Government in \Vestern il~nstralia 
.and pointed out that their export trade was 
hampered, and that they were being robbed 
by a ring of the prices which they should 
have received for their fruit, They asked 
the L-,bour party to give them assistance, 
and without •any ta-lk at all tl:e Labour 
Government of "\Vestorn Austr;,lia advanced 
£10,000 to en.; 1:- 'c tlwm to seml their fruit 
to other countrie,, They aclvanc,,d that 
£10,000 on !.heir fruiL Tl1~n the lflll season 
v·as " dry C~cason in \Y estern . \ustralia, and 
the' Governmoni· provided water throughout 
the ··trick~n area,', putting clown wells and 
JY>aking dams for tho farmers, at a total 
<''•t of £88,557, and, in addition, they dis­
tributed water in tanks and sold it at cost 
price to the farmer.'. I could go on at 
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greater detail enumerating the wonderful 
assistance that has been given by the 
Labour Government there to the primary 
producer. I might mention, before leaving 
that subject, that the farmers there are being 
rcbbed as well as those in other States by 
tbe high prices they have to pay for agri­
cultural implements, and the Labour Go­
vcriU11ent, in response to repn",entations by 
tbem. have decided to establi-h works for 
the Ilianufacture of agricultural implements, 
and it is estimated bv competent autho­
rities that the cost of those articles will be 
reduced by a' least 50 per cent. as a re­
sult. There you see what a Labour Go­
vernment i, doing in a practical "ay when 
tlJe fari:J• r is thrca1encd; and the farmer 
i& being thrcateneu in a similar way here ; 
but there is not a suggestion of the estab­
lish"mcnt of a works of that kind in Queens­
land. I had better pass on from that sub­
ject; but I think from what I have shown 
of what the National Labour Government 
and the Labour Go3 ernment in VV co tern Aus­
tralia have done for the primary producer, 
that a Labour Government here would do 
similar things for the farmers of this State, 
and I hope that the farmers will read the 
fine _expositon of the Labour platform, and 
partiCularly that part of it relating to 
primary industries, giYen by the leader and 
the deputy lr~adn of this party when they 
spoke th<: other, night: and if they do and 
tn•·y reahs~ tru,y the Ideals and the aspira­
twns of thm party, and what probably will 
take place if a Labour GoYernment is 
n·turned, there will be no doubt as to the 
reoult when next we go before the electors. 

The HoliiF. SECRETARY: They will fall on 
your necks and weep. 

Mr. LARCOMBE : They did that in Wide 
Bay. 

Mr. RYAN: So long as they come to the 
poll and vote. 

The HoME SECRETARY: So long as they vote 
often. 

Mr. LARCOMBE : Then I want to deal 
with this broken-pledge Ministry. We have 
often heard of "the Ministry of all the 
talent .. " and of :Ministries of similar de­
signations, but I think no Ministry has so 
fully earned the title of "the broken-pledge 
Ministry" as that now sitting on the front 
Treasury benches. Wherever you go, in any 
part of Queensland-and it is not confined to 
Labour men-you hmu of some broken 
pledge, some railway not constructed or some­
thing of that sort, and I am satisfied that 
the taxpayers as a whole realise, as the 
farmPrs do, that they are being hoodwinked 
by this present Government. The present 
Government set•m absolutely to escht w the 
ordinary ethics of political morality. In fact, 
their very return was due to their deficiency 
in that respect, and thl'y have been pursuing 
a similar policy ever since. The election cry 
was the strike cry; it was a deceptiYe cry, 
and they have been deceiving the Parlia­
ment and the electors ever since. The PrB­
micr has heen touring Queensland lately, 
making a fine lot of promises. He w.,nt to 
Mount :Vforgan and promised all sorts 
of things to them there if they would only 
pnt Mr. Dyer in and put Mr. Higgs out and 
defeat the referBnda. He promised, amongst 
other things, that he would continue the 
Dawson Valley line. I'hat was in answer to 
a deputation that waited on him. But tha 
deputation realised that hB had promised the 
same twelve months before, and one of them, 

Dr. Richards asked the Premier whether he 
could not fi;, a definite date at which it 
would be recommenced. The PrBmier said, 
"No." Dr. Richards said," Why no~?" and 
then the Premier at once got offensrve and 
insulting, and told him that he wa~ talking 
rot and rubbi·sh. And the Rocknampton 
"Morning BullBtin "-and mark you this is 
the organ that is supportin~ th,~ Liberal pa~ty 
in Central Queensland-sard, The Prem1er 
has a stock cry for anybody that disagr~es 
with him. He tells them they are talkmg 
rot." A, a matter of fact, Dr. Richards was 
not talking rot; he was talking good com· 
mon sen>•J. He is an educated nnn, a highly 
intellectual and cultured man, and he knew 
what he was talking about, and f:or ~he Pre­
mier to talk to him in that way mdrcates to 
me that he is entirely unfitted to occupy the 
exalted position of PrBmier of this State. 

The HOME SECRETARY : That settles it. 

Mr. LAROOMBE: That is not only !flY 
opinion· it is the opinion of the " Mormng 

' Bulletin," which espouses the 
[10.30 p.m.] C'ause of the Denham Govern-

m•-nt in Central Queensland, and 
when their organs are turning on them in 
that \Vay, 1ve n1a~~ fully realise what is going 
to happen later on. 

The HOME SECRETARY: We might call them 
the harrBl organs. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: It wr.s the 
opinion of the referenda vote also. 

The PREMIER : It only shows that your 
statements are grossly and absolutely incor­
rect. 

Mr. LAROOMBE: They are not incorrect, 
they h<ave been testified to by '" report from 
the " Morning Bulletin " in Rockhampton, 
and, as I pointed out, this paper is not .a 
Lnbour paper at all. 

The PREMIER : The " Morning Bulletin " 
·did not report the Premier. 

Mr. LARCOMBE : The " Morning Bulle­
tin " did report and criticise the Premier. 
I have a copy of the quotation here, which 
I could give if ti111e pc rmitted. It says, 
.ainorrgt.l other thinb&, that-

" The Government has never had any 
difficulty in finding money and men, not 
onlY to continue tb ~ extensions in the 
Routh, but to project and build entirely 
nmv railwa'·"'· l\Ir. Denham apparently 
does not :w~·pctuato such things by inad­
venture. It is a fixed and sacred policy 
with him, and the man 'd1o, like Dr. 
Richard-;, venture·' to disagree with it is 
polit:ly, ,told that he is 'talking 
rnbb1sh. 

ThP PRE}fiER : That is their commBnt, not 
my reply. 

Mr. LARCO::\IBE : ThB Premier is shift­
ing his ground. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. mem­
ber has exhausted the time allowed him by 
the Standing Order. 

Mr. MACKINTOSH (Pit:sworth) : I move­
th" adjournment of the debate. 

Qucestion put .and passed. 

The resumption of the debate was made an· 
Order of the Da:- for to-morrow. 

The House adjourned at twenty-nine· 
m:nutes to 11 o'clock. 

Mr. 1J£ ackintu.sh.] 




