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Adjournment,

[ASSEMBLY ] Quesiions.

THURSDAY, 19 JuxE, 1913.

The SprEakER (Hon. W D. Armstrong,.
Lockyer) took the chair at half-past 3 o’clock..

ELECTIONS TRIBUNAL.
" AMENDED PANEL OF ASSESSORS.

The SPEAKER reported that, owing to-
inadvertence, the panel of assessors under
the Elections Tribunal Act, which he laid
on the table of the House on Tuesday, was
incomplete, and he now laid upon the table-
an amended panel of assessors, consisting of
the following members:—James Allan,
James Crawford, John Theophilus Gilday,
John Huxham, James Larcombe, George
Hugh Mackay, Willlam McCormack, Henry
Moreton Stevens, Edward Granvile Theo-
dore, Thomas Welsby, Robert Godfrey Wynn:
Willhlams, Vernon Winstanley.

PAPERS.

The following papers, laid on the table,
were ordered to be printed:—
Rules of Court under the Industrial
Peace Act of 1912.
Regulations under the Industrial Peacer
Act of 1912,
Regulations wunder the Inspection of
Machinery and Scaffolding Acts,
1908 to 1912.
Additional Timber and Quarry Regula-
tions under the provisions of the
Land Act of 1910.

.

QUESTIONS.
WORKERS ON WALLAL-TOBERMORY RAILWAY.

Mr. COYNE (Warrego) asked the Secre-
tary for Railways—

““ What 1s the average daily number of
men engaged in the Wallal-Tobermory
railway extension during the months of
March, April, and May of this year?”

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. W. T. Paget, Mackay) replied—
“March, 154 men; April, 238 men;
May, 236 men.”

UNEMPLOYED AT MACKAY.

Mr. COYNE asked the Premier—

“1. Has his aftention been drawn to
the Press reports of the distress that
exists amongst the hundreds of unem-
ployed at Mackay at the present time?

“92. If so, what action, if any, has he
taken to relieve the said distress?”

The PREMIER (Hon. D. F. Denham,
Oxley) replied—
“1. I have made personal inquiries:
into the matter.
“2. I have given the necessary in-
structions to the local superintendent of
labour.”



Questions,

PHYLLOXERA IN QUEENSLAND.

Mr. HUNTER (Maranoa) asked the Sec-
retary for Agriculture—

“ What action, if any, is being taken

by his department to eradicate vineyards

affected by phylloxera in Queensland ?”’

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. J. White, Musgrave) replied—

“No steps have yet been taken to en-
force eradication of the affected vine-
yards; and this has been done upon the
advice of Mr. ¥. de Castella, the viticul-
turist, of the Department of Agriculture,
Victoria, who inspected the affected dis-
trict, and did not recommend compulsory
eradication. Further, the district has been
quarantined, the conditions of which will
be found in the ‘Government Gazette’
of the 14th January, 1911. A fumigating
chamber has been established in the dis-
trict, and no fruit from that district is
allowed in the market unless accom-
panied by a certificate of fumigation.”

At a later stage,

Mr. HUNTER asked the
Agriculture, without notice—

“ Will he lay on the table of the House
a copy of the report to his department
by the Professor of Agriculture, Mr.
Castella 77

TllqedSEORETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
replied—
“I have no objection to laying it on

the table, but I do not intend that it
should be printed.”

Secretary for

AGREEMENTS TO FREE PEAR-INFESTED LAND.

Mr. HUNTER asked the Secretary for
Public Lands—

“ Will he lay on the table of the House
copies of all agreements entered into by
him on behalf of the Government of
Queensland with individuals or com-
panies for the freeing of pear land in
terms of the Prickly Pear Destruction
Act of 191227

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. J. Tolmie, Toowoomba) replied—

“A copy of the agreement with Mr.
0. C. Roberts in respect of an area of
100,000 acres of land near Dulacca is now
laid on the table. This is the only
agreement yet made under the Act men-
tioned.”
I move that the paper be printed.

Question put and passed.

ACCIDENTS IN MINES.

Mr. WINSTANLEY (Quecnton) asked the
Secretary for Public Instruction, for the
Secretary for Mines—

“1. Is it the practice of the Mines
Department to allow six months to elapse
after a breach of the Mines Regulation
Act before taking action?

“2. If not, why was this the cuse in
reference to an accident in the Brilliant
Freehold, Charters Towers?

“3. What is the usual method adopted
by the department in cases of this de-
seription 77’
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. J. W. Blair, Ipswich),
for the Sccretary for Mines, replied—

“1. No.

¢ 2. Special circumstances nece_ssitatqd‘
additional inquiry after hearing m
warden’s court.

“3 To take action as promptly as-
possible.”

Hours oF RAILWAY EMPLOYEES.

Mr. WINSTANLEY asked the Secretary
for Railways—

“1. Has Regulation 433, which keeps-
men on duty from 6.30 a.m. to 10 p.m.,
been brought into operation?

<9 If so, on what parts of the State
railways is it to operate?

3. What extra pay is granted for this.
extra service ?”’

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
replied— ]

« 1. This regulation has been In opera-
tion for years.

9. All parts of the State.

“3. Nome. Duties go with the ap-
pointment and are only required for a
minute or two ab the actual passing of
trains at camps, and then only when
specially instructed to do so In accor-
dance with Regulation No. 433.”

STATE SAVINGS BANKS AND EMPLOYEES.

Mr. WINSTANLEY asked the Treasurer—

%1, How many new offices have been.
opened during the present financial year
for the transaction of Savings Bank busi-
ness ?

9 Tow many new officers have been
appointed (¢) from outside the service
and (8) from other departments? )

3. What amount has been spent in
advertising ?”

The TREASURER (Hon. W. H. Barnes,
Bulimba) replied—
1. 161.
“2 (z) From outside service, 16; from
Commonwealth, 20; probationers, 9.
(b) From other State departments, 3.
“3 $£1,290 2s. 3d.”

ProprosED RaiLway 10 CEciL Prans.

Mr. RYAN (Barcoo) asked the Premier—

«1, Has any proposal been before the
Qovernment for the construction of a
line of railway to Cecil Plains?

“ 2 If so, by whom was such proposal
brought forward?

3 Was any proposal placed before
the Government with regard to-raising”
the cost of the construction of such a line
of railway; if so, when, by whom, and
what were the exact terms of such pro-
posal ?

“4, Will he cause all documents con-
nected directly or indirectly with any
such proposed railway to be laid upon
the table of the House at the earliest:
possible opportunity ?”’
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The PREMIER replied— has been said in this House befure, that
“1. Yes. this is a matter which concerns the Com-

“2. and 3. See answer to No. 4.
4, Yes”

PERMIT FOR SINKING ARTESIAN BORE.

Mr. HAMILTON (Gregory) asked the
‘Treasurer— )

“ Will he lay on the table of the House

all the correspondence between the

Treasurer and Mr. G. E. Bunning re his
obtaining a permit to put down an
artesian bore ?”’

The TREASURER replied—
“ Yes.”

YANDINA RACECOURSE AND RECREATION
RESERVE,

Mr. RYAN asked the Secretary for Public
Lands, without notice—

“ Will he lay on the table of the House
all papers and communications re the
appointment of four additional trustees,
as published in the *Government
Gazette’ of 3lst May, 1913, for the Yan-
dina Racecourse and Recreation Re-
serve ?”’

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
{Hon. J. Tolmie, Toowoomba) replied—

¢ Yeg.??

PROPOSED REDUCTION OF RAILWAY
FREIGHTS.

Mr. HUNTER (iaranoa), in moving—
" That, in the opinion of this House,
the freight charges ¢n the Quesnsland
Govgrmrzent railways are excessive, and
require readjustment on long-distance
rates, with a view to a general reduc-
tion, for the following reasons:—
1. They are inimical to the best in-
terest nf the man on the land;
2. They returd closer settlement in
the 1nterior; and
‘8 Arve a serious handicap to that
development work so essential to
the progress and prosperity of the
State,”’
zaid: In rising to move this resolution, I
do ro as_one belonging to the great unde-
veloped West—and also, [ may say, as a
citizen of Quesnsland—and I have every con-
i}delgf%«% in asking th’;,»zt invisible body called
the country party,” as well as other mem-—
bers of th]\w'; House, to join me in giving this
matter their very serious consideration.
Orrosition MewsErs: Hesr, hear!
Mr. Gravsox: Wil you join us?

Mr. HUNTER: When the hon. membe
has told me where they are to be found, X
might be prepared to join them, but until
they materialise, I am afraid that I shaly
have to reruain where I am at present,

. Mr. BEBBINGTON : Somebody has been pull-
ing your leg.”

My HUNTER: However, I have no de—
sire to discuss that party at the present
time, seeing that it is not a party at all.
I ask not only the inembers of that invisibles
body', but every member of this House, to
join with me in considering this very im-
portant question. It may be said, and it

[Mr. Hunter.

mizsioner for Raillways. I hold that it Is
too big a matter for the Coiumissioner for
Railways to deal with. The Commissioner
has hisz orders from the Governraent, and
it is a maiter of indifference to him what
those orders are; he has to carry them out.
If the Government of the day say that they
wish their railwass to return a profit of
10, or more, per cent., then it is his busi-
ness to try and obtain that reveaue for
them. If, on the oiher hand, the Govern-
ment say that they arc satisfied to let the
railways be used to the biggest possible
advantage, and return a nominal interest on
the capital invested. then I presume he is
quite prepared to do the same thing. It is
simply a matter of the policy of the country
as to how the railways may be best made to
serve the people. Now, it may bs urged—
and I have heard the cheap jibe thrown
ecrons the floor of this House—that because
i and other mersbers advocute a reduction
of railway freights, it would be an advan-
tage to wus as distributors in cartain dis-
tricts. Anybody who knows anything at all
akout such a question knows that such is
not the case; that the carriage of goods is
added to thoir cost and passed along, so
that the retailor or wholesaler is absolutely
without profit or loss in that respect, cither
one way or the other. As a matter of fact, if
he does make any profit et 2ll it is when the
freights are high, because the added profit
goes on a higher cost, so that cheap freights
mean no more profit te the retailer, rather less.
Having clearved these various matters aside,
I hope that we shall face the matter, not as
= party House, but as » body of representa-
tives desirous of ascertaining what is de-
sirable in the interests of tiic community.
We on thie side claim—and s similar claim 1s
made on the other side of the Houso—that
we desire to see Queensland settled; we de-
side to sce larger and greatsr production;
we want to see the lands which are to-dav
becoring  infested with pear made into
ferms that are producing wealth for the
State. The proper way fo do that is to
see that our railways are made to serve
the country, and to give cheap land, and
cheap and rapid access to market to those
who are on those lands.
OpposITION MrMBERY : Fear, hear!

Mr. HUNTER: Having adopted that
as a policy, I think 1t will not be hard to
prove to this House thut we are not doing
that for the people who are ssttled along
our railways, and those who are not on the
railways at all. In the absence of water-
ways, such as we find in Quecnsland, the
only possible way to a market is by rail-
way. Our railways must be the artsries
over which the life and progrezs of cur coun-
try will pulse, and for that reason the neces-
sity for railways is great; and after having
built them, it is still a greater necessity that
those who are living alongside the railways
and require to use them should be able to
do so at the lowest cost. We. have in
Queensland, above any other State of the
Commonwealth, provided railway communi-
cation. Our railways go from four different
centres along our coast and extend out into
the country. Unfortunately, a great guan-
tity of the lands along these lines are held
in fee-simple in large areas, and are not
used for agricultural purposes—they are,
however, used for the raising of stock—and
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we have spent over £30,000,000 up to the
end of last year in the construction of these
railways. Last year, I understand, from the
figurss which I have obtained, that 4.021 per
cent. was rebur to Queensland over the
whole of her system of railways after
paying working cxpenses. It will be
admitted that this is en excellent return on
the capital cost—it will pay intercsi on the
whole construction—and when it is remem-
bered that this return comes after we have
had very heavy losses on fresh railways, and
railways which are not paying—-—

The PrEmIER: I think in that you are not
quite correct.

Mr. HUNTER: I am taking the figures
from the Commissioner’s report for last year.
If I am wrong, I am only too pleased to
be corrected. We have railways paying very
handsome returns on their cost. "Take, for
instance, the Warwick to Goondiwindi line,
which pays £5 16s. per cent; Pittsworth to
Wyreema, £4 3s. 4d. per cent.; Cunna-
mulla to Gowrie Junction, £5 14s. 1d. per
cent. ; Archer Park to Longreach, £6 Is. 10d.
per cent.; Townsville to Charters Towers,
£6 15s. 10d. per cent.; and Charters Towers
to Hughenden, £10 5s. 3d. per cent. Those
are among the best paying lines that we have,
and are largely trunk railways. Then we
have some non-paying lines, and these, we
find, are noticeable more in the vicinity of
the metropolis than anywhere else. We have
the Ipswich to Dugandan line, paying only
£2 7s. 2d. per cent. Then we have the South
Brishane to Manly line paying £2 19s. 5d.
per cent.

Mr. Coyne: They duplicated it last year.

Mr. HUNTER: That line was duplicated
last year. Then we have the South Brisbane
to Southport line, paying 13s. 1d. per cent.,
the Manly to Cleveland line—which has besn
sopirated by the Treasurer from the other
part—-

The SEcRETARY FOR Ramwwways: It
always done.

Mr. Coyng: No, it was not always done.

Mr. HUNTER: I do not think that was
always done, but that is a very small matter.
On the Manly to Cleveland line there i. a
loss of £3 bs. 3d. per cent., on the Pen-
garry Junction to Crow’s Nest (Toowoomba)
18s. 1d. per cent., Fimerald to Springsure
£1 0s. 7d. per cent., Emerald to Blair Athol
8s. Ed. per cent.; on Bowen Railway, which
cost £182,991, there is a loss of £1,671. The
Nankin Junction to Broadmount Railway,
which cost £185,214, shows a profit of 18s.
7d. per cent. The line from Ravenswood
Junction to Ravenswood, costing £96,136,
only paid 10s. 4d. per cent. Those figures
show that Queensland has invested money
in railway ventures which are not giving
an adequate return on the money invested
in them, and the Government are not
spreading the loss over the whole of the
people of the State, but are charging heavy
rates on the great trunk lines to make up
the deficits on the non-payizg lines. I hold
that that is not the correct policy to pursue.
If Queensland has made bad railway invest-
ments, then the people of the State are
entitled to make good that loss. It is not
good po'icy, nor 1is it consistent with the
principle which should be adopted in build-
ing railways, to do what is being done. The
object of constructing these railways is to
open up the country and to give the people

Was
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who are out in the country an opportunity
of getting to their markets as cheaply and
as expeditiously ns possible. If that is what
is intended, the Government are not carry-
ing out the idea. I understand that in New
Zouland a system was adopted where, w};en
a railway paid over 3 per cent., a reduction
was ivstantly made in the freights and fares
on that railway. If we were to adopt some
system like that, I think we Would find that
there would be an immense increase of
settlement aiong our railways. It is a very
serious matter to Queensland that we have
long lines of railway along which there are
very few peonle settied. Of course, I shall
be told by the Secretary for Railways that
there is going to be a big slump in_the
railway earnings if this motlon 18 given
effect to, and the Treasurer will say,
““ Where am I to find the money to make
good the loss, because a reduction of 10
per cent. on the whole of the earnings will
amount to something like £300,000 per an-
num ?”* But, if you notice, my motion ig
not to ask for a reduction on the whole of
the earnings of the railways, but simply
on the freights. I consider a reduction in
the freights more important even than a
reduction in the fares, because passenger
jraffic is largely a question of travelling for
pleasurs or convenience. Sometimes, of course,
it is & matter of business, but people who use
the railways need not do so unless they please.
It is a different matter with regard to
freights. The reduction on the freights would
be something like one-half the amount !
have mentioned, or about £150,000. It will
be for the Treasurer to find some method
of making good that loss, and I might sug-
gest one. There are large tracts of land
along the railways which are nof being
used, and the owners of those fands might
be called upon to contribute something to-
wards the amount necessary to make good
this loss in the railway carnings. Perhaps
that would be the best method that could
be adopted. What I want to make clear
is that the system of charging high railway
freights is largely responsible for the stop-
page of a lot of settlement in the interior,
and, what is more, it goes a long way
towards prevesnting people, when they go on
the land, from carrying out the improve-
ments necessary to make their holdings pro-
fitable. Both those things aze very undesir-
able, and it is not in the interests of the
State that they should be continued, It is
all very well to find a prosperous city like
Brisbane; but Rrisbane cannot continue
to prosper if the country is going back. It
is nob the fine streets nor our magnificent
warehouses and manufactories that spell
prosperity; tiev are merely the reflected
wealth of primary production. It is the pro-
duction of the broad acres in_ the interior
and our mincs, and so long as these continue
to prosper then all other things may be
added to our weszlth. If we look at the his-
tory of the United States of America, we will
find that it is not her factories, her great
cities, nor her warchouses that lave made
her the wealthy country that she is to-day.
Tt is the wheat and the hogs and the
cattle and the sheen comirg from her broad
prairies that have made her the prosperous
country she is in regard to accumulated
wealth. I am not speaking about the dis-
tribution of that wealth—that is another
matter. 1 am speaking of the wealth that
has been produced, and what is true of the
United States applies with equal force to

Mr. Hunter.)
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Queensland. Unfortunately, we are not
‘making the progress we should be. There
Is a great deal of country lying idle, and,
although great efforts are being made to
rid a great deal of that country of the
pear, what is the use of it after it is cleared
of pear if it is not going to be settled ? The
pear will just spring up again. I am not
saying that we should not clear it, but I
say that when we do clear it we should
take very good care to see that it is im-
mediately occupied, or else it will fall bacic
into the state it is in to-day. It is no use
building railways if thoso railways are
going to charge freights that make it pro-
hibitive for people to go and live in tanat
Western country. We find the Government
bringing immigrants to Queensland by every
ship, but we find very few of them out in
the back country. They are chiefly settling
in the neighbourhood of Brisbane. I heard
the other day of a gentleman who occupied
a house for which he paid a rent of 12s. 6d.
a week. Later he was asked for 15s., and
then still later for 17s. 6d. a week, and
finally he got notice to quit. He asked the
landlord what it meant, and the landlord
said, “Well, you have to go. You cannot
pay the rent I am going to get for the
place. As a matter of fact, I have let it
for £2 a week to three new arrivals from
home. I am getting the rent from one of
them, and he is collecting it from the rest.””
’é‘hat is what is happening in Queensland to-
ay.

Mr. Kmmwan: The introduction of the slum
system.

Mr. HUNTER: We are introducing into
Queensland a lot of immigrants. I am nob
saying anything against them, but they are
not desirous of going out into the country
and making homes for themselves where
homes can be made, nor wre the Government
offering them the inducements to do so that
they should. It would be of much greater
advantage to the State if we set our minds
on inducing people to settle on our lands
instead of attempting to do a lot of the
things the Government are talking about at
the present time. It is no advantage to us
to have some 300,000 or 400,000 people in
Brisbane—over half the population of
Queensland.

Mr. Fomsvim: Don’t exaggerate.
are only 140,000 people in Brishane.

The PrEMIER : Not one-fourth of the people
of Queensland are seftled in Brishane.

Mr. HUNTER: There are over one-fourth
—1I think nearer cae-third.

The PrEMIzR: There are not ncarly one-
fourth.

Mr. HUNTER: Well, I vwill allow the
correction to be made. Hven one-fourth are
too many to remain in Brisbane. ~

The PreMIER: I quite agree with you
there.

Mr. HUNTER: Very much too many,
and, if we take all the other ports along the
coast, we will find that we are not very
much better than they are in Sydney with
regard to the centralisation of our popula-
tion. I think that is very undesirable. That
is largely due to the fact that the cost of
living out West is much greater than it is
on the coast. Ministers must know that, be-
cause almost every officer in the Northern and
Western territory wants to get to the coast
on account of the extra cost of living out
there, and are asking for Western allowance
when they cannot. We know that the extra

[Mr. Hunter.
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cost of living there is variously estimated ab
from 123 vo 20 per cent. If that is @ fact, how
can you expect people to go into the outside
districts, select land, undergo the hardships
which they have to endure, and. generally
to perform the hercic work of
pioneering when they have to
pay a penalty in the shape of
excessive railway freights for doing thet
workk? Not only is the cost of living higher
in the interior than it is down here, but
persons zettling there have to pay more_ for
the articles they require for improving their
homesteads. For pumping plant, windmills,
fencing wire, ploughs, harrows, chaffcuttqrs,
galvanised iron, and all those things which
are neceisary for their work, they have to
pay excessive charges for bringing them
over the railway.

. The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : And an
excessive duty to get them here.

Mr. HUNTER: We all know that a duty
has been imposed on imported machinery of
all descriptions, but w2 also know that an
attempt has been made to bring about what
is called “new protection,” whereby pro-
vision is made which will prevent the person
who uses machinery that is locally produced
being overcharged on account of that duty.
The duty is imposed for ihe purpose of
building up various manufacturies in the
(Clommonwealth, and anyone who travels the
streets of Brisbane at the present time and
sces the number of manufactured articles
which are made within the State will recog-
nise that it is a good policy. I am with the
Government, whatever Government it may
be, who says they want to build up within
our own borders the means of fecding and
clothing our own people. During the #ime
the hon. member for Townsville, the Hon.
R. Philp, was Premier a reduction of some-
thing like 10 per cent. was made in the rail-
way freights, but afferwards increased rates
were imposed, and since then railway freights
have been as they are at_the present time.
For many years it has been suggested in
Queensland that we should adopt the zone
system in connection with our railways. I
do not say the proposal has been made here,
but that it has been discussed at various
times in various places, While I have not
sufficient knowledge of the zone system to say
that it is tho right one to adopt, I am of
opinion that if we are to annihilate distance,
if we are to bring our Western and Northern
country within distance of poris, we must Fs
prepared to give the man who goes out on
the land such freighkts #3 will enable him to
bring his stuff o port for very little more
than it ccats men who are settled at a shorter
distance from a port. The zone system has
been adopted in Austria-Hungary, and a ve-
port has besn furnishel to the Iouse of
Commons on the working of the system there.

Ths SECRETARY For PUBLIC Lanps: It has
been tried also in New Zcaland.

ir. TTUNTER: Yes, but the New Zea-
land svstem, apart from the zone srs'tem, is
as fair a systom as could be adopied in rail-
wuy management—that is, to reduce freights
when the profits from a railway are above
a certain level. That iz a declaration that
the Government are not desirous of making
revenue out of the railways, but are only
desivous of using them as public utilities,
asking from them no more than is sufficient
to meet the working expenses of the railways.

. The SpcrETARY FOR RAILWAYS: What about
interest on the capital?

[4 p.m.]
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Mr. HUNTER: I, of course, include in-
terest on the capital invested as part of the
avorking expenses. In the  Encyclopedia of
Social Reform” there is an article on the
zone system in Hungary, which is of interest.
It says—

“Tickets are sold by zones, and are
good for all stations within the same
zone. The first zone runs from 1 to 15 miles,
the next from 16 to 25 miles, and so on,
the steps in making the bigger zones
being longer, and beyond 140 miles all
stations are included in the same zone.
The rates are 10 cents third class on or-
dinary trains and 12 cents on express
trains for each zone. If your journey
takes you over two zones, as, from a
station in zome 1 to a station in zone
3, you pay 20 cents (or 24 cents express).
If you cover five zones you pay 50 cents
(or 60 cents express), and you can go
any distance for 1 dollar 60 cents (or
1 dollar 92 cents express). For local
trafic special rates are made, 4 cents to
the next station from where you are in

the same zone, and 6 cents to the second
station.

‘“ For short distances the rate is about
1 cent a mile or less; for long distances it
runs down to about £ cent a mile. If we
had the same rates one could go from
New York to Chicago for 3 dollars in-
stead of 20 dollars, and from New York
to Philadelphia for 32 cents instead of
2 dollars 50 cents. We cannot expect so
much reduction, of course, because costs
are greater here, but that difference

does not require six to eight times
higher rates.

“The zone rates, as compared with
the previous rates in Fungary, caused a
reduction in fares of 82 per cent. on the
longest distances and 50 per cent. on the
medium distances, 60 to 200 miles. The
average reduction in the charges per
passenger was about 50 per cent. on the
whole traffic, and the stimulus to travel
was so great that the business much more
than doubled the first year, as is shown
in the table:—

. Passenger

Passongers. Receipts.

August, 1888, to S8ist| 5,684,845 | $3,800,000
July, 1889

Angust, 1889, to July,1890| 13,456,712 | $4,620,000

. “The simplification of the tariff was
immense. Tickets are sold like postage-
stamps at the post office, hotels, otc.

“In Austria also the zone system was
an admirable success, but the rates were
set too low at the start and some increase
was necessary. The principal companies
havs also adopted the zone system under
‘soft pressure’ from the Government.

. “In addition to the zone t#ariff there
is a system of excursion tickets and sea-
son tickets in books of 30 to 60 each, at
very low rates, amounting to about one-
third to one-half of a cent a mile in
many cases third class, and 1 dollar 2
cents first class—600 miles of travel, for
-example, for 2 dollars 68 cents third class
- and 5 dollars 36 cents first class, 1,200
miles for 4 dollars 80 cents third class
-and 10 dollars first class. Large discounts

[19 Jowz.]
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are made on weekly tickets for working
men. .

“The zone idea is not applied as a
complete system to freight traffic, but
the principle of tapering rates, or lower
mileage charges for long distances, is 1n
use, and special rates are made as In
Germany and Belgium; and agriculture,
education, etc., are encouraged by very
low rates. The farmers can buy trans-
portation stamps and bill their goods at
home by a very simple system.”

Without further delaying the House, I wish
to say, in conclusion, that I feel that this
matter is of such great importance to the
people of Queensland that 1t is worth the
while the members of this House spending
some time in considering what is the best
policy io adopt with regard to railway
freights, and what is the best use to which
we can put our railways. At the present time
I am of opinion that some declaration of the
sort is necessary. If we are to understand
that the railways exist for the sake of saving
the Government from raising the necessary
taxation for carrying out the work of the
Government, well, it is right that the coun-
try should know. But if the railways are
there for the purpose of opening up the
country and settling the peaple who
wish to be settled on the-land away
in the interior, and for the purpose
of making those railways serviceable
for all, then I say that the system that
we are adopting at the present time is not
caleulated to bring about that vesult which
was expected. I hold that this House does
not approve of the former idea at all. If
is not in keeping with the ideas that are
generally held throughout the country. The
general idea is that the Government build
the ruilways to open up the country and to
serve the people, and in my opinion that is
the proper thing. I do not think it is a
proper system for the Government te adopt,
as they are doing at present, to raise money
by charging high railway freights. T say
that the right svstem for the Government fo
adopt is to tax the people directly so that
they will know exactly what they are paying
to the Government, and then the people will
be able to judge if the Government are deserv-
ing of the money they are given to spend in
the administration of the affairs of the coun-
try. In doing so I think this House will
affirm the resolution which I have now very
much pleasure in moving.

Mr. GILLIES (Facham): I was waiking
to see someone else rise, but I have great
pleasure in seconding this resolution. I
think that the question of the adjustment
of freights is a matter that should certainly
be done on a scientific basis. I think it is
an axiom with regard to freights all over
the world that an article carried on a rail-
way—whether .it is a privste railway or a
public railway—should be charged ne more
than the article cen bear. Some articles
can afford ts pav more than other articles.

am convinced from my little know-
ledge of Queensland freights that they are
not framed on a scientific baxis. I am not
prepared to say that under the existing Act
of 1906 it would be a good thing to bring
about a general reduction in freizhts, see-
ing that the lines built under that Act have
to be guaranteed against any loss, but I
am quite convinced that the time has ar-
rived when a more equitable adjustment of

Mr. Gillies.]
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freights is necessary. It is possible that a
reduction in the present freights will lead
to many of our railways paying. For in-
stance, in the timber districts there are some
timbers that csnnot be placed on the market
because of the excessive freights. That 1s
50 in my own district, and it is not only
due to the railway freights, but it is also
due to the existence of the shipping com-
bine which charges for log timber froin
Cairns to Melbourne three f{imes as much as
what the timber can be brought to Mel.
bourne from North America. There are a
number of timbers in the North which would
find a ready market in the Southern dis-
tricts, and the freight on these timbers might
be reduced, and in that way encourage the
timber men to place more timber on the
railways.

Hon. R. Pume: The freights on timber
are very low.

Mr. GILLIES: I admit that possibly they
are low in some cases, but in other cases
they are possibly too high. What we want
to do is to arrive at a schedule of {reights
so that each particular article will bear the
portion of the freight it is able o carry.
I certainly think that the zone system shoui<d
also be adopted. I think—although T an:
not quite sure—that the zone system has
been adopted in New South Wales. By the
zone sys.em I mean that a man living 10
miles from a railway will not pay as much
as a man living 5 miles from a railway.
It is a difficult problem under the existing
law, but I indulge the hope that the
1906 Act will be reviewed this session,
because there are a number of anomalies in
that Act which I referred to last night that
should be removed. Under the zons systerm
the man living close to the railway should
pay more for his goods than the man
living 30 miles from the railway. That will
place the man living 30 miles away from
the railway on the same footing as the man
living close to the lime, and thus promote
settlement. If the 1906 Act were abolished
altogether and a new Act drafted on
more equitable lines, I am quite convinced
that the prosperity and development of this
court' v would be increased. 1 quite agree
with the mover of this resolution that the
railways should not be run for profit. The
railways are the same as the roads and are
placed there for the good of the country. I
am pleased that the mover has not included
fares in his motion, but has confined it to
freights. I think if the Government are
sincero—and especially tha portion which
represents the tail, the so-called farmors®
party—that they will realise the necessity of
supporting this resolution that has for its
object the benefiting of the primary pio-
ducer. Another matter which is -f great
importance to the farmers who are called
upon to guarantee certain line: of railway
was_that referred to by the mover of the
motion, who said that there are large areas
of land suitable for settlement still to be
found lying idle along the existing railway
lines. I think that the Government which
passed the 1906 Act would have been wise
if they had provided that the men who
benefited by the existing railways sheuld
also be called upon to pay a certain tex.
That has been suggested by the mover of
this resolution. That will to a great extents
not only overcome the difficulty of freights,
but will provide land for the land-hungry-

[Mr. Gillies.
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people, and provide also, as the hon. member-
for Fassifern suggested, lund for the immi-
grants who are being brought out here by the
Government. If the Government are de-
sirous of carrying out closer settlement, they
will consider tuat suggestion and adopt
some system of taxation for those who have
received the benefit of railways without.
being called on for any guarantee, and yet
they do not put their lands to the best pos-
sible use. I have much pleasure in second-
ing the resolution now before the House.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS.
(Hon. W. T. Paget, Mackay): The hon. gen-
tleman who introduced this motion took it as-
his text that the rates on the Queensland
railways were excessive. He also quoted 2
number of returns from the Commissioner’s.
report with respect to the net return on
certain sections of railway in Queensland.
The hon. member said that the whole of the
earnings are boxed together and they pro-
duce the net interest on the capital expended.
T think I am_ quoting the hon. gentleman
correctly, and the hon. gentleman’s contention.
was that if the railway from Gowrie June-
tion to Cunnamulla produced a certain rate
of interest last year which was in_ excess of
the rate of interest chargeable on the capital
amount expended on that particular section,
that therefore the rates and fares on that
section of railway should be reduced. Tt is
very difficult for one, momentarily, to follow
the hon. member’s contention. He spoke to-
this effect: that settlers in the West were
very much handicapped owing to the rates.
of freight that they had to pay. The hon.
member also said that if the rates on goods
and produce throughout Queensland were re-
duced by some 10 per cent., then the loss to
the Treasury would be about £150,000. The
hon. member contended that the passenger
fares and the goods rates were about equal.
I think the hon. member didn’t go further
than that, If he turns to page 6 of the Com-
missioner’s report of last year, he will find
that the coach traffic produced £857,018.

My, HuxTer : That is the net earnings.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
No, the gross earnings. When we consider
that the gross earnings on the railways last
year were £3,032,000, we will find that in-
stead of a reduction of 10 per cent. amount-
ing to £150,000, it would mean a loss to the
Railway Department, and consequently to-
the Treasury and the general taxpayer of the
State, of £217,000.

Mr. HunTER: Turn to Table 13—the last

figures.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
T can assure the hon. member that I am quot-
ing from the Commissioner’s report, and that
is what it would mean. I cannot, therefore,
congratulate the hon. member on being cor-
rect in connection with his figures. The hon.
member also stated that this is a big ques-
tion of public policy. I grant that 1t is a
big question of public policy as to whether
our great business concern in Queensland is
to be run on lines which are economic, and
ron on something like business lines in the-
ooneral interest of the people of the State.
Those of us who use the railways of the
State must consider those people who do not
vse the railways, and if there is a consider-
able loss accruing on the working of the
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railwavs, then that loss must be made up by
the general taxpayer, as it has been made
up year in and year out almost ever since
the railways of Queensland have been built.
The hon. member based his argument upon
the fact that the railways were paying more
than the working expenses and interest. In
1907-8 the actual charge on the consolidated
revenue fund was £46,169; 1n 1908-9 the
charge was £81,901; 1in 1809-10 it was
£108,255: and in 1910-11 there was @ profit
of £76,279; while last year the charge on the
cenrolidated revenue fund was £56,209 on
the general taxpayer. I am quoting from
the tables in the Treasurer’s Financial State-
men$ of 1912, page 41, Table A, Queensland
railways. :

Mr. Huxter : That is not a fair srgument.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
We are discussing the Queensland railways
and the question as to whether the rates
are exceszive that are being charged by the
Railway Commissioner, who is the suthority
who charges the public these rates and col-
leets the money. The hon. member further
stated—1 think I took his figures correctly—
that last year the Queensland railways paid
4.21 per cent.

Mr. HuxteR: 4.021 per cent.
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:

I misunderstood the hen. member. The Comi-
missioner’s report, at page 1, says that the
ameunt ezrncd by the railways is cgnal to £4

5. 5d. per cant.—which is probably 4.021—
upon the cenital invested on railways now
o2 to traffic, and is 9s. 9d. per cent. lower
than last year.

Mr. HuNTER : Look at Table 11.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The hon. member in quoting that return of
the Commissioner’s has forgotten that the
‘Commissioner has hitherto—I hope he will
not in future-—always based his interest re-
turn upon the actual sovereigns that are
expended upon railway construction in
Queensland.

Mr. HunTER : It is not fair to the railways.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
As a matter of fact, there is a little item of
about £1,750,000 that interest has to be paid
on. If we turn to the Treasurer’s tables—
for the Treasurer charges the Railway De-
partment interest on the whole of the money
they received, inclusive of depreciation—
what do we find? Thaf last year, instead
of a net return of £4 0s. 5d. per cent., which
ig on the sovereigns only that were expended,
the net return on the capital expended, in-
cluding depreciation and the moneys which
had been spent on unopened lines, was £3
9s: 11d. per cent. If my memory serves me
correctly, the interest returned on the open
lines, intlusive of depreciation, was about
&3 15s. 6d. per cent. As a matter of fact,
the Queensland railways last yvear paid in-
terest on the capital expended, inclusive of
depresiation, and they also paid about
£24.000 towards the interest on capital that
had been expended on unopened lines, leav-
ing a balance, as T stated just now, of some-
thing like £56.000. When we have that
condition of things—that the railways, for-
tunately owing to good seasons, and, I sup-
pose, also somewhat to the good management
of _the officers—when we, fortunately find,
owing to these circumstances, that the rail-
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ways are just about paying interest and
their working expenses in good seasons, how
can we possibly say that the charges are
excessive? If the charges were excessive,
then I claim that the railways would nob
only be paying their way, but they would
return a very big sam to the Treasury so as
to lighten thc Dburden of taxation on the
people.

Mr. O’StnLivas: What is the percentage
vou charge the rvasiways on the Lorrowed
woney ?

The

SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:

: 4L E
" The percentags is worked out by the Lrea-

ury he average inferest payable on the
sury on the averag pay e jon the
is about £3 13s. 9d. per cent., but just now,
owing to nioney costing us more than what
it did prior to the last two years, the per-
centzge will be raised somewhat.

2z, O’SvLravax : T think that £3 18s. would
be nearer the mark.

My, Kiewax: It will be over 4 per cent.
presently.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The hon. member also spoke in connection
with the zone system, and he gave us some
very interesting information in_connection
with the zone system as it applies to A]us-
tria-Hungary. This is a question that has
not escaped the attention of the qﬂ‘l:ers of
the Railway Departinent, but it is an ex-
tremely  difdicult one to deal vylth in a
sparsely settled community. It is a ques-

tion that can be wmore readily

[4.30 p.m.] dealt with in countries which

are more closely populated, as
the older countries of the world are, busg
where we have to deal with a ccuniry like
Quecnsland in which there is somewhat less
than one soul to cvery square mile of land,
it becomes cxtremely difficult to handle.
And it is also very difficult where we have
to find the interest on our capital, for how-
ever much we may wish to reduce fares and
freights, and however popular such a move
would be—and such a move would be popu-
lar if one is to judge from the cxperience of
some years ago—six If my memory serves
me correctly—when the increase on railway
fares and freights of 5 per cent. put on
about eight or ten years ago was taken off,
other duties are cast on the Government
and the administrative officers who run
these railways, and one of those dutles is to
find sufficient returns for their servioes,
whatever those services may be, so that the
finances of the State may not be unduly
loaded.

Mr. Rvax: You don’t suggest that the kon.
member is seeking popularity by this motion,
do you?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
No, not for one moment. I would not for one
moment sugrest that any hon. member would
sesk pepularity by such a motion. (Laughter.)
I give the hon. member credit for a zeal fo
reduce the frres and freivhis on the railwavs,
especially on thoss railways between Cunna-
mulla and Gowrie Junciion—in the interests
of closer settlement. And I congratulate the
hon. member that in the opering of his speech
he called upon the members of the farmers’
party to support him.

Mr. Ryan: To show their sincerity.

The SECRETARY FOR, K RAILWA YS‘._
Exactly so. I understand the extremely high

Hon. W. T. Paget.]
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and patriotic motives which actuated him in
calling on the members of that party to
assist him. It is quite right that hon. mem-
bers who represent country districts should
do all they possibly can to get the best terms
for their constituents.
Mr. HuNTER: It is
people in the ecity, too.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Whether it is in the interests of the people
in the city especially or not, I repeat that it
is quite right that members who represent
country districts should endeavour to get the
very best terms they can for their constitu-
ents, especially in regard to railway fares and
freights. But hon. members will also take
into consideration the fact that if, year in
and year oup, there were a very big deficit
on the working of this great business of ours
in Queensland, to which about 79} per cent.
of the total loan indebtedness of Queensland
has been allocated, if that great service did
not return anything like the interest that
were chargeable to it, these hon. gentlemen
would have to consider how the balance was
to be made up, and their constituents must
pay their share of that balance, and especially
those constituents who pay income tax.

Mr. HUNTER : What about the people who
have no responsibility ?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Quite_a number of the railways in Queens-
land do not pay.

Mr. HuxTer: What about them—Manly,
for instance ?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS -
The same rates must apply equally to all the
lines in Queensland. That is the proposition.
The Commissioner is not allowed, under the
Railway Acts, to differentiate against one of
his constituents as compared with ancther.
And surely hon. members would not be will-
ing to tax people who are not in a position
to pay heavy taxation and at the same time
lighten the burdens of those who are enjoy -
ing good rates—not excessive rates—and are
able to bear the rates which are being
charged to them for the railways they use.

Mr. HuNTER: Do you think it is fair to
make the people in Cunnamulla pay for the
loss on the Manly Railway?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS :
It is not a question of the people of Cunna-
mulla or the people of Roma; it is a questiory,
of Government policy, in conjunction with
the consideration of what is best to be done
for the whole of the people of Queensland.
We can, of course, quote innumerable in-
stances where lines have paid well, and one
line has paid 18 per cent., but it does not
follow that the rates and fares should be
reduced on that line, The hon. gentleman®s
argument is that the rates are excessive anQ
that they should be reduced on some lines_
It is rather a double-barrelled argument, and
}Vhat.I would like to ask the homn. gentlemars,
is this: “Is he aware that during the last
few years the porcentage of expenditure to
revenue has been very largely increasing iy
this_State?” For, if the percentage of ex—
penditure to revenus greatly increases, thery
1t means that either the rafes and fares ares
not sufficient, or that the point has beery
reached where the railways do not becomes
a paying business propositicn. Now, what,
has happened during the last few vears? Dur—
ing the last threo years the wages of the
railway men have been, quite rightly, in—
creased by about £140,000, which is equal to

[Hon. W.T. Paget.
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4 and 2/3 per cent. on the largest railway
revenue that Queensland has ever possessed—
that is to say, the revenue last year, of
£3,032,000.

Mr. HunNTER: Do not forget that Cunna-
mulla still pays you £5 per cent. It is the
bad railways that are responsible for that.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The hon. member says that the bad railwazs
are responsible for the increase in the ex-
penditure, but I would point out that that
15 not so. The increase in the expenditure
and the cost of the train mile is brought about
by the fact that the public are constantly
demanding better and more services.

Mr. O’SouLLivaN: They want better services
in the North, at any rate.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
And_the better services given by the Com-
missioner mean a greater cost. The train
mileage is increasing immensely. Last year
it increased by about 1,000,000 miles over the
year before, and I have no doubt that when
accounis are made up on the 30th of this
month wea shall find that it has increased by
another 1,000,000 miles, and when it is under-
stood that each train mile costs something
like 3s. 6d. to run, it must be apparent that
the expenditure is going up very much. The
incressed percentage is not due to the fact
that some of our railways do not pay, but to
the fact that wmore money is being spent by
the department in order to try to better the
condifions for the settler on the land, by
giving him better transit for his goods, or by
givin, passengers  better facilities for
travelling.

Mr. Coyne: I wish you would do that on
the Western line.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Following out my argument, in 1906-7—and

am giving this information for the use
of hon. members—in the year 1906-7 the per-
centagle of expenditure to revenue was
£48 17s, 10d. per cent.; in 1910-11, the per-
centage was £57 5s. per cent., and in 1911-12
it had risen {rom various causes to £63
4s. bd. per cent.: and the canses, as I ha:ve
pointed out, are not only in conpection with
a quite justifiable increaze in the wages and
emoluments of railway cmployees, but also
to the fact that all supplics are very much
higher in price than they were a few years
ago. The cost of maintaining the services,
it conditions remain as they are, must in-
crease, and unless our traffic very materi-
ally increases the mnet revenue from the
railway capital that is expended must de-
crease.  The Commissioner, on page 7 of
his report of last vear, says—

“I pointed out in my last report that
the working expenses and the percentage
of expenditure to earnings must in-
crease, and there are several reasons for
this. In order to nrovide more satis-
factory services to the public. I have
found it necessary to add to the time-
tables in manv directions; and although
the additional trains were necessary to
cope with the gentral incres=s in busi-
ness, it would be unreasonable to expect
them to pay as well at first as trains
which hsve been established for years.
On several of the long-distance journews
the time has been reduced; and al-
though this iIs much appreciated by the
travelling public. it necessitates addi-
tional trains for local traffic.”

That is one reason why the expenditurs
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necessarily has risen in percentage year by
vear. On the. New South Wales railways
for year: past they returned quite a hand-
some surplus to the Tressurer.

Hon. R. Prmp:

They. have three times
our population.

Mr. CoyNe: And they own the Sydney
tramways.

Hon. R. Puir: They make nothing out
of that.

The SECRET —\RY FOR RAILWAYS:
But owing to the fact I have just pointed
out, it is reported that the New South
Wales Covernment is very seriously con-
sidering the raising of their rates and fares.
Tlow do we show up in this matter in com-
parison with cther States?

Mr. HoNTER: Very badly.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The hon. gentleman says, ‘ Very badly.”
Let us sec. On page 88, Table 19, of the
ioner’s report of last ysar, which is
&« very interesting Teport, we find the area
of Queensland is 668,924 square iniles, New
South Wales 309, 1/5 Victoria 87, 884
fouth ALstlana 903,680. With ard to
population, as ugam,t New South Wales
we are about two and a-half times less, and
we have just about half the population of
Vietoria. The miles of railway open in
Queensland was 4,266, in New South Wales
3.831, in Vlctorla. 2,523. If we turn to
1)0pulat10n per mile of railway opened, we
find that in Quecnsland it is 146, in New
Scouth Wales 437, in Victoria .58/ and in
Scuth Australia 287. That fact alone speaks

volumes the working of the railways
in Queensland, and with such a wmall popu-
iation an exceedingly large area to
serve, when our rates are considered as

against thosec in New South Wales they
appear more than favourable. It is a pro-
digious task for the Railway Department
te try to pay its way with such a small
ropulatwn to serve, over such an immense
territory. Last vear, exclusive of deprecia-
tion, the Queensland rails ways paid £4 0s. 5d.
per cent.; New South Wales £4 8s. 2.,
Victoria £4 4s. 9id., and South Australia
£5 16s. 2d. Where we have such a small
population ver mile of railway open, it is
an extremely difficult n:atter for the Rail-
way Department to show the returns that
they do, and those returns arc not caused
by excessive rates, as I think I will prove
by the figures I quote. What is the posi-
tion? The hon. member is especially seized
with the fact that the rates are excessive
for long distances. The following are the
rates:—

Loxg DisTANCE Bartns as CoMPARED WITH SHORT
Distance RaTes,

Crass I. Crass IT. Crass II1.
Miles.
Per Per Per Per Per | Per
ton. | mile. ! ton. | mile. | ton. | mile.
s.d. & d. & d.
50 218 5 2 30-01 7 2| 418 010
360 8341 3 5 11384| 5 5 |191'8| 7 8
|
400 [107:2] 3 2 159‘2] 4 7 {2000 0 6

Kerosene, naphtha, benzine, motor spivit in truck
louds.

[19 Jux=.]

-

Railway Freiyhits. 87

““The following statement will show the
reductions made 1n the above traffic :—

]
PREVIOUS 19 | Presesy
0 1910, 1910-12. 4 T,
Miles. 1 .
A ctual W't} 2-ton Lots. \ 4-ton Lots.
Per ton. Per ton. | Per ton.
50 418 418 418
l (40 0
100 750 60 0 |
200 1334 101-8 l 671
400 180-0 18211 | 890
500 1800 1392 l 932

MaxiMUM RATES.

¢ The following are the maximum rates per
ton to the West :—

£ s d.
3rd elass traflic 10 0 0
Flour ... . . 4 00
Sugar and rice .. o510 0
Wire—wire e*tmg and
galvan':ed iron.. 3 8 67

COMPARISON OF BUTTER RATES.

1
Mies.| Queensland, | N.5. Wales. | Victoria.
I‘¥, [P,
{ Per ton to Ports. |} Per ton. Per ton.
s. d. 5. d. 8. d.
50 l 76 10 ¢ 10 6
100 | 9 18 10 19 3
ol 1w % 2 2 2
200 22 1 33 5 33 0

COMPARISON OF WoOL RATES—QUELNSLAND AND
New Sowrnm WaLes.

QUEENSLAND. l N. 8. WALES.
Miles. —
Clean. ;Greasv. Clean. ‘Greasy.
150 .. . 663 534 439 376
250 N8 734 805 542
350 .. ey 10402 854 689 626
800 ... .| 125°0 | 10670 792 72:11

“In Queens snd a redu(,r,mn of 10 per cent.
is made for clean dumped and 25 per cent.
for greasy dumped wool off the ‘clean’ rate.

‘“The rates from Thallon to Brisbane (386
miles) are £4 5s. for clean and £3 15s. for
greasy wool.

¢ Dirranbandi to Brisbane (425
clean wool £4 10s., greasy wool £4.”

““Nore.—The wool basis in New South
‘Wailes for distances over 350 miles is §d. per
ton per mile added to the rate for 350 nnles

Mr. Huneer: That is double as much as
New South Wales.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Flour is £4 per ton, sugar and rice £5 10s.
per ton, and wire, wire netting, and gal-
vanised iron, £3 8s. 6d. per ton. We can
carry wire, wire netting, and galvanised iron
for use in the West at £3 8s. 6d. per ton—
from Brishane to Cunnamulla, or from
Townsville to Selwyn—I think that is 532
miles.

Mr. HUNTER:
Wales.

miles)—

It is £1 in New South

Hon. W. T, Paget.]
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The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Let me give the butter rates in Queensland.
For 50 miles it is 7s. 6d. per ton to ports.
In New South Wales it is 10s., and in Vie-
toria it is 10s. 6d. per ton. For 200 miles
it is £1 2s. 1d. per ton in Queensland, in
New South Wales £1 13s. 5d. per ton, and
in Victoria £1 13s. per ton. That was a
matbter that was very fully thrashed out
when Mr., Kidston, the late Premier, and
myself and the Attorney-General visited
New South Wales in February, 1909, and
discussed the question of the border rabes.
I went into that question very fully at the
time, and there is no doubt at all that
the reason for New South Wales having such
exceedingly low rates for distances over 350
miles is because all her railways lead to
Sydney and spread out like the fingers of
one’s hands to the borders of this State, and
those rates are charged to try, if possible,
to get our Southern border trade.

Mr. HuNTER: And yet they pay well.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
I have already pointed out to the hon. mem-
ber that Queensland is two and a-half times
as large as New South Wales, and their
population is two and a-half times larger
than ours.

Mr. Ryax: That is a reason why you
should give the control of the border trade
to the Commonwealth. She would prevent
that.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
I have not time to quote all these rates, and
I would ask the Fouse to give permission
for the tables which I have prepared to be
printed in “ Hansard ”’ for the information
of hon. members. 1 am quite sure they all
contain valuable information.

The SPEAKER: I ask the House, cn be-
half of the Secretary for Railways, if the
tables he has prepared may be published in
“ Hansard ” ?

HoNouraBLe MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
I will not quote the rates on sugar-cane, but
hon. members will see that we carry sugar-
cane—which is a very important article of
traffic and also of production—at extremely
low rates. I shall quote the live stock rates,
which are a matter of vital imporfance to
Western Queensland. Surely the hon. mem-
ber cannot say that the live stock rates are
excessive, when for 400 miles we charge
11s. 6.7d. per head for cattle, as against
14s. 10.5d. in New South Wales, £1 2s. 4.8d.
in Victoria, and £1 4s. 4.8d. in South Aus-
tralia ?

Mr. CoyNeE: Do you say that applies in
Victoria ?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes.

Mr. Covwe: Where have they 400 miles of
railway in Victoria?

The SECRETARY TFOR RAILWAYS:
These are the figures taken from the official
statistics.

Mr. CoynE: That is nonsense.

[Hon. W.T. Pages.
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The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Well, I will give the figures for 200 miles,
and surely it is possible to travel 200 miles
by rail in Victoria. In Queensland the
rate for cattle is 7s. 9d. per head—I shall
leave out the decimals in every case; in New
South Wales, 9s. 10d.; in Victoria, 11s. 3d.;
and in South Australia, 14s. 10d. Sheep are
in the same proportion. They run from 9d.
per head in Queensland to 1ld. per head in
New South Wales, 1s. in Victoria, and Is.
in South Australia. The following is the
comparative statement of live stock rates in
Queensland, New South Wales, Victoria.
and South Australia:—
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Surely it cannot be said that in I‘ESpﬁct.of
that very large item of Western production
the Queensland rates are excessive *vhen we
find that last year, according to page 8 of
the Commissioner’s report, 385,344 cattle and
1,629,361 sheep were carried over our rail-
ways. The figures I have quoted surely must
appeal to the hon. member as being, at any
rate, not excessive. The hon. member com-
piained that the rates were excessive,
especially on the Western lines. Now, how
can the rates be excessive, and how can they,
in the terms of the hon. member’s motion,
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be seriously interfering with the settlement
of the West when we come to consider these
figures? “

Poda 10 CUNNAMULLA (INCLUSIVE),

Tonnage Tonnage

\
Yeur. I’assengers.} Furwarded. | Received.
Yrom the In the
West. West.
1956-7 21,611 15,535 16,904
1911-12 45,860 18,941 12,563
Flour Mijes. ler ton,
Barley | Roma to— s, d.
Bran > Coast .. .. 818 12 6
Poliard New South Wales 818 10 9
Wheat
3 Class. Queensland. New Soutlh Wales,
s. d. s d.
160 miles 8§ 9 511
200 ,, ... 15 0 14 2
400 ,, ... 25 4 19 5
Gou ,, .. 31 08 23 7
In the face of those figures, I cannot

acknowledge that our rates are excessive as
compared with those in the other States.

Mr. HuNTER : Don’t you think those figures
could be multiplied two or three times?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The freight on four, barley, bran, pollard,
and wheat from Roma to the coast, a dis-
tance of 318 miles, is 12s. 6d. a ton.

Mr. Huxter: Nobody is complaining
about that.
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:

In New South Wales those articles are car-
ried the same distance for 10s. 8d. per ton.
It is hardly possible for me to quote any-
thing more damaging to the hon. member’s
argument that we are charging excessive
rates as compared with New South Wales.
In the “ M7 class in Queensland for 100
miles we charge 8s. 9d. per ton, and in New
South Wales they charge 8s. 11d.; for 200
milex, in Queensland we charge 15s., and in
New South Wales they charge 14s. 2d.: for
400 miles, in Queensland we charge £1 3s.
4d., and in New South Wales they charge
19s. 5d.; and for 600 miles, in Queensland
we charge £1 11+, 8d., and the rate in New
South Wales is £1 3s. 7d. Of course the
long haulage rates in New South Wales are
exceedingly cheap as compared with ours,
for the reason I have already mentioned.
In spite of the very able manner in which
the hon. member stated his case from his
point of view, I think that the present is
rather an unfortunate time for him to bring
his motion forward. The rates and fares
in Queensland are not an excessive charge on
the people, in my opinion. If it were pos-
sible to charge cheaper rates, it would be
done at oncs; but the Government have
to consider, not only any particular rate
on any particular railway, but they have
also to consider the interests of the people
of the State. If the railwavs do not pay
their way, then the general taxpayer has
to make up the deficit. I cannot support the
motion of the hon. member.

Mr. EESSELL (Port Curtis): Possibly
there arc other members, besides the hon.
member who has introduced this motion,
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talk about excessive railway
freights in their own particular
[5 p.m.] electorates, but we have to deal
with this matter in a much
broader spirit than that W’hicll.regards it
from the point of view of a district immedi-
ately concerned. Queensland is a young
country, and unfortunately we have only a
very small population. As the Minister for
Railways pointed out, a very large tract of
country has to be served with railways.
The people of the district which I represent
would. very much like to have the rates re-
duced, but yet, as the representative of that
district, I feel that I should be false to the
trust reposed in me if I a,dvocated' any-
thing in this House which would lead in the
long run to national bankruptcy, or some-
thing very close to it. Hverybody knows
that a motion like that before the Iouse
must be looked at from z broad business point
of view. Most of our national debt has
been contracted for the purpose of construct-
ing railways, and I, for one, only want to
sec those railways bring in enough revenue
ta pay interest and redempéion and working
cxpenses. If we look at the record of rail-
way revenue for the last fiffeen years, we
shall find that only a very fow times has the
revenue exceeded the expenditure, and when
it does exceed the expenditure it does not ap-
pear to me right that we should reduce the
freights: we should rather use fche surplus
in building certain new lines in districts
which ave not provided with railway com-
munciation. It comes as a shock to me to
find a motion of this kind emanating from
the other side of the House.
Mr. Rvan: You will get a lot of shocks
from this side before you are done with it.
(Opposition laughter.)

Mr. KESSELL: A motion of this kind
coming from that side of the House which
has consistently opposed immigration

Mr. Kirwax : That is not true; it is abso-
lutely incorrect. .

Mr. KESSELL: From a member of a
party who persistently oppose Immigra-
tion——

Mr. Kirwan: Absolutely wrong.

Mr. KESSELL: The members of that
party get up and talk immigration in one
breath, and in the next they do their best to
damn immigration throughout the State.

Mr. Kiewax: What has our leader said
oun the subject?

Mr. KESSELL: I undersiand what your
laader means and what he says—two dif-
ferent things.

Mr. RVAN: I rise to a point of order.
Is the hon. member in order in saying that
I say one thing and mean another 1n this
House ?

The SPEAKER: I do not think the
leader of the Opposition should consider the
remarks of the hon. member worthy of
raising a point of order.

Mr. Rvax: Not as long as they are not
serious, Mr. Speaker.

Mr KESSELL: As I was saying, this
new-born anxiety on the part of members
opposite for the man on the land comes
somewhat as a shock to me. I rield to no
man in this House in my great wish to
improve the condition of the man_ on the
land, to make his conditions as light as

Mr. Kessell.]

who may
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possible, and to make railway freights as
lew as they can be made; but I hold that
we must look at this matter with business
eyes. If we are to build railways we
must find the money for those railways,
and we must make common-sense, business-
like arrangements to pay back the money
to these from whom it is borrowed.

Mr. GiLLES: Are you in favour of the
miotion ?

An Oprostrion MEwBER: He would take it
out of the farmer.

Mr. KESSELL: I am not going to take
it out of the farmer. The former is a self-
respecting individual, who is willing to pay
his fair share of taxation; but there is one
section of the community who want to dodge
taxation every time

Mr. HUNTER: Who are they ?

Mr. KESSELL: A section which is led by
hen. members opposite. The 1uan on the
lend is willing to pay his fair share of
taxation; but it appears to me that every
time a reduction in taxation is asked for,
the man on the land pays for that reduction.

Mr. HunTEr: Your side talkes good care
that he pays all the time.

Mr. KESSELL: Certainly the up-country
storekeeper malkes out of the man on the
land.

Mr., HuxtER: A lot of them would not be
on the land if it were not for the up-
country storekeepers.

Mr. KESSELL: A lot of them would
stop there alwavs if it were not for the up-
country storekeeper.

B ;\dr. HoNtER: What do you know about
1t 7

Mr. KESSELL: I know a good bit about
it. The man on the land is a self-respecting
izdividual,
rightful taxation; and I am sure that not
one bond fide farmer in the country would
support such an unbusiness-like proposition
as that which now stands on the business-
psper in the name of the hon. member for
Maranoa.

Mr. Ryax:

day.

Mr. KESSELL: If the leader of the
Cpposition will listen to my remarks he
can paraphrase them when he goes to the
ccuntry. ~ Unfortunately, many of the re-
marks made by me have been paraphrased
by the hon. member in his own way.

Mr. THEODORE: Your remarks during the
clection campaign were not paraphrased.

. Mr. KESSELL: No; they were absolutely
lied about. Unfortunately, my remarks are
twisted every time they are repeated.

Mr. RYAN: Who twists them ?

Mr. KESSELL: The hon. member for
one. While the man on the land wants
cheap railway freights and every facility
for getting his produce to market, he is
not so wanting in self-respect as to ask the
other part of the community to foot the bill.
T admit that our rates are heavy, but the
rates for produce and various other things

rried by our railways must be put on a
Lusiness basis, so thaf the earnings of the
lines will pay interest and redemption on
the money borrowed. I should like to see
a railway in every agricultural portion of
Queensland, if we could build such rail-
ways. Personally, I think that the Great

[Mr. Kessell.
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Northern line should never have run along
the coast, but should have gone on the
other side of the range.

Mr. Ryan: What has that got to do with
the question?

r. KESSELL: I am making this speech.

The PrEMIER: You are doing it very well,
too.

Mr. KESSELL: I say that the Great
Northern Railway should have been run
farther inland with small feeders run out
right along the coast. In seconding the
Address in Reply yesterday I referred to
one line in my own district, the Mount
Larcombe line, which would be a small
feeder to the present railway.

Mr. McCorMack: It would all come to
Brisbane, then.

Mr. KESSELL: I think that the railway
lines of this State should as far as possible
cater for the man on the land.

Mr. THEODORE: You want a line to a
mining field in your district.

Mr. KESSELL: The hon. gentleman is
perfectly correct. I want a line to the
Mount Callide Coalfield in my electorate. If
that line were built and the coalmine was a
success, we would have from 1,500 to 2,000
honest workmen employed there. Right
along this particular line there would also
be hundreds of farmers settled. Instead of
the Railway Commissioner reducing the pre-
sent existing freights, I would like to see
the Railway Commissioner advocating lines
in every part of the State which has a ghost
of a hope of naring interest and redemption.
Everyone knows that agricultural lines do
not pay. . )

Mr. Hunter: That is nonsense. I just
quoted agricultural lines that did pay.

Mr. KESSELL: The Killarney line does
not pay, and it is in one of the richest agri-
cultural districts in Queensland.

Mr. HuxTER: It is too short.

Mr. KESSELL: I know that the Mount
Larcombe line will not pay when it is built,
but it will be built under the guarantee
system, and the landowners there are willing
to make up the difference. At the present
time the rate for cartage is very high in my
district, and the landholders know that 1t
would be cheaper if they could get the
railway, and they are prepared to make up
the difference if the line does not pay. In
many instances the rate for cartage is ten
times dearer than the rate would be on the
railway. The rate of cartage on maize from
the Mount Larcombe district is £1 per ten,
but if the railway were built there 1t would
not cost more than 8s. per ton. I am not
giving the correct figures, but I give them
proportionately. The man on the land is
not afraid of paying his share. He is not
afraid of a little debt unless it gets too big
for him.

Mr. Girnies: Do you believe in the guar-
antee system?

Mr. KESSELL: No. I would rather see
the guarantee system abolished, but the
guarantee system is at present the law of
this State, and in my district there are a
body of farmers who wish to stick to the
law, and they are therefore asking for a
line under the guarantee system. There is
a line in my district that pays 43 per cent.—
the Many Peaks line. Since that line has
been built along the Boyne Valley some
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dozens of farmers have settled there. There
is not the slightest doubt about it, but some
parts of this resolution read very nicely.
It says—

“That, in the opinion of this House,
the freight charges on the Queensland
Government railways are excessive, and
require readjustment on long distance
rates,” ete.

I say that the present rates do not, to my
mind, retard closer seftlement. (Hear, hear!)
There are various other factors which tend
to prevent men from going on the land.
I say here that, as far as I am concerned,
I would adopt the Canadian system for our
railways. 1 would adopt the land-grant
system of railways; I would build the rail-
ways out the same as the Canadian-Pacific
Railway do in Canada, right into the
Western areas in advance of settlement. As
I told the House the other day, I would be
in favour of preparing the land for the
immigrants when they come here. But all
these things require money, and the only
way to get money is to go on the London
money market. If we reduce the freights
-on our railways and at the end of the year
show a tremendous loss on our railway ser-
vices, what hope have we got if we go on
the London money market for loans of
£3,000,000, £4,000,000, or £10,000,000, when
we show that we are not business men
enough to at least make our existing lines
pay interest and redemption. If the Minis-
ter for Railways presented the House with
an alarming deficit of £300,000 on the rail-
ways, there would be a great song from
the other side about mismanagement of the
railways. There would be no talk then about
the reduction of freights. Personally, I
would not mind a reduction in the freights
at all. I live 350 miles from here, and it
would be much nicer for me if the freight
to Brisbane was just half what it is now,

Mr. Ryax: Since when were you 350 miles
from Brisbane?

Mr. KESSELL: I am 327 miles, at any
rate, and that is near enough for a man who
is as accurate as the hon. member. To be
absolutely correct, I am 327 miles from here.
There is a resident of Gladstone who is will-
ing to try and get a market for Gladstone
fish in Brisbane. He wishes to send down
consignments of fish from Gladstone. The
freights on fish are very moderate, but to
follow this motion out to its legical conclu-
sion, if the freights on fish were nothing it
would pay much better still. This man did not
come to me whining for a reduction in the
freights. All he wanted was to see that the
business was properly managed in Brisbane
when the fish arrived here.” He did not ask
for a reduction of freight. I am thankful to
say that in my electorate we have a class
of people who are quite willing to pay their
share of the freights.

Mr. Ryax: Vour knowledge of your dis-
trict is very limited.

Mr. KESSELL: Yes, T admit my know-
ledge is limited. The hon. gentleman’s
knowledge is also limited. He is not a walk-
ing encyclopeedia.

Mr. RvaN: I don’t claim to be one. You
said yourself that your knowledge of your
<electorate was limited.

Mr. KESSELL: My knowledge of my
wlectorate “is limited, but all those limi-
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tations it is a jolly sight bigger than that
of any member on the other side of the
House. (Opposition laughter.)

Mr. THEODORE: That is the sort of modest
statement we expect from you.

Mr. KESSELL: The people in my elec-
torate know hon.- members from the trash
which they talked in my electorate during
my campaign. They must have thought that
the people were fools to believe all the lies
that they told.

Mr. Giries: Lies?

Mr. KESSELL: Yes, lies.

The SPEAKER : Order!

Mr. KESSELL: I was only answering an
interjection, Mr. Speaker. This resolution
further says—

“3. Are a serious handicap to that
development work so essontial to the
progress and prosperity of the State.”

My. Laxp: It is a serious handicap when
it is carried hundreds of miles.

Mr. KESSELL: Before I vote on a_motion
like this I would like to understand it. I
certainly think that paragraph 3 is some-
what far from the mark. The greatest
thing at the present moment that I can think
of that is required for the development of
this State is railway construction. The
greatest noed of the whole country and the
greatest need of my district i3 railway con-
struction. There is a lavge cattle industry in
the district which I represent, and I will
say this: that on no railway in the States
of Australia is that particular industry so
well catered for as in Queensland, which
gives a most expeditious transport to the
ports. As a man who is interested in cattle,
T should like to see the rates cheaper, but,
at the same time, I am not unfair enough
to ask that I should be given a beng:ﬁt, or
that other cattle men should be given a
benefit over other sections of the State. The
freights, to my mind, are not a serious
handicap to the development or progress and
prosperity of the State. What is troubling
the men who are interested in the progress
of this State, and what is still unremoved, is
the very dangerous legislation introduced in
another quarter. The man on the land has
been harassed by the fear of drastic legisla-
tion in the Federa! Parliament.

Mr. Gruiies: What do you refer to?

Mr., KESSELL: The rural workers’ log.
(Opposition laughter.) T know there iz some-
thing hollow in the laugh of the deputy leader
of the Opposition. The rural workers’ log.
is a nightmare to the Labour party.

The SPEAKER: Order!
| Mr. Ryax: What about setting fire to the
og?

The SPEAKER: Order!

The Pruminr: The hon.
“burn the log.” (Laughter.)

Mr. KESSELL: That is in keeping with
another statement made by a Labour man
who said, “To hell with the farmers.”

Mr. GInLrEs: Which member said that?

Mr. Ryan: Who said that?

Mr. KESSELL: It was admitted that it’
was said by Mr. Bell, of New South Wales.

Orppostrion MpMpERS: Mr. Bell was not a
member of the Labour party. .

The PrEmiEr: By Mr. Campbell.

Mr. Kessell.]

member says
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Mr. Girries: The man who said that said,
“To hell with the farmers and the Labour
party.”

The SPEAKRR: Order, order! I must
ask hon. members on both sides of the House
to allow these amenities to cease. The leader
of the Opposition is not setting a very good
example to members on his side, and I must
ask that ghe hon. member for Port Curtis be
allowed to continuc his speech without
interruption.

Mr. KESSELL: I think, at this juncture,
when so much serious work and serious talk
must be put into the Sugar Growers Bill,
which is to be brought before this House,
our time should not be wasted as it is being
wasted, ona motion like this. The interests of
this State are being jeopardised by the uncer-
tainty that exists in the sugar districts, and
I think it is a pity that our time should be
wasted in discussing a motion that has no
particular end to serve except to air some
grievances. A motion such as this, while on
the face of it it looks all right, has no usaful
end to serve.

Mr. HunteR: You admit it looks all right
on paper.

Mr. KESSELL: I understood the mover
of this motion to say that we should reduce
the fares and freights on our railways when
the income from railways exceeds the interest
and redemption on the capital invested.

Mr. HuNTER: And working expenses.

Mr. KESSELL: Then, to be logical, if we
agree to that, and there i1s a deficiency on
the railways, what happens? Suppose that
this year we have a profit of £50,000 and we
reduce the fares and freights by £50,000, and
next year we have a drought and we lose
£200,000 or £300,000, will the hon. member
increase the freights by 150 per cent.? When
we come to look at a thing like this we
cannot legislate for to-day or tor to-morrow;
we must legislate for the future. We cannot
legislate for a few ‘days or for a few weeks.
We must not do anything that will retard
the progress of the State in the near future.
If we are going to ask the Government to go
to the London money market to raise
£1,000,000 to build railways, we maust be
behind them and support their administra-
. #ion in providing for interest and redemption
on those lines. Then another position arises:
We cannot look at one section of the finances
alone. Now, we are going in for an expan-
sive, and, hope, expanding education
system, which, to my mind, has a tremendous
{ot to do with the development of the State.
1, for one, will vote for any motion brought
along to this House to increase the educa-
tional facilities right throughout the State.
If we are to do that—and the Hducation
Department is always a spending department
and has practically no revenue—if we are to
do that each year we will find an increasing
expenditure, and if our population grows, as
we hope it will, every year our education
expenditure will increase by leaps and bounds,
and, I suppose, every member of the Houso
would welcome that., If we are to do that,
and, on the other hand, make the Railway
Depurtment nothing but a spending depart-
ment, we cannot build railways out of
revenue, and we must raise sufficlient revenue
%o pay interest and redemption on existing
Iines. If we are to make every department
of the State a spending department, I would
like to see the heaven-born financier who will
tell us how to make our revenue and expendi-
ture meef. This vear, I understand, we are

JAfr. Kessell.
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to have a small surplus, and I suppose when
the Treasurer comes down to the House with
his Ways and Means, we will find that prac-
tically every department will be wanting in-
creases, and all of us are in favour of increas-
ing the salaries and wages of the lowest up
to the highest officer in the departments
where it is deserved. If we are to do that
sort of thing, and then with the other hand
we are to take £150,000, as the hon. member
for Maranoa said, off our railway revenue,
where is this sort of thing to end? We are
sent to this House by the clectors on_ the
assumption that we arve a body of business
men capable of carrying out the financia
arrangements of this State. )

Mr. HuNTER: We are expested to be falr
in doing it.

Mr. KESSELL: I am very pleased at
getting that interjection, and nobody knows
better than the hon. member who inter-
jected that in his business and in every other
Lusiness there must be a fair deal, and that
is all that any man in the country wants. It
will be said, of course, that any member who
speaks against this motion is against it and
T am quite prepared to hear it said that T
got up in this House and opposed railway
freights being reduced.

Mr. Huxter: Is that not truc?

My, KESSELL: Tt is absolutely untrue.
T am in favour of railway freights being
reduced if we can do it. What is the good
of this ridiculous motion being brought
forward? It is only set as a trap. I am in
fovour of railwsy freights and fares being

reduced to a minimum if we can

[£.80 p.m.] do it, but T am not fool enough

to get up in this Housc and ask
that the railway freights be reduced, so that
we will make an enormous loss on our
railways; and that is what this motion
ricans. 1 think that this motion, as T said
just now, should not have been b_rough’c
forward. It is a ridiculous thing; it is only
a motion to scratch the backs of the farmers;
it will be misconstrued.

Mr. Hunter: That is not a fact.

Mr. KESSELL: That is my opinion; I
think it is.
Mr. Huster: It is nothing of the sort.

Mr. KESSELL: I say this: That I am in
favour of a reduction of fares and
freights——

Mr. Huxrer: Well, support it.

Mr. KESSELL: But I am a business
man. The men on this side of the IHouse
are essentially business men, and some on
that side, or I should say who sit on that
side of the House, are also business men,
and do they, particularly the mover of this
motion, seriously think that this House, com-
posed of a body of business men, or sup-
posed to be so somposed, is going to place
that motion on the statute-books of this
State ?

Mr. Husrer: Can you not adjust fares
and freights?

Mr. KESSELL: I say that the mover of
this motion cannot seriously think that this
motion will be carried by a House of sen-
sible men. If this motion were passed, we
should deserve to be laughed at by business
men from one end of Quccnsland to the
Would the hon. member for
Maranoa run his business on these lines?

Mr. HuntEr: Yes.
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Mr. Guries: He delivers his goods free
of charge.

“Mr. KESSELL: The purchaser pays for
them in his bills; no man delivers anything
for nothing.

Mr. Huntzr: Quite so.

Mr. KESSELL: The business has to pay
for everything, and what a man delivers for
nothing is not worth anything.

Mr. Hrnter: But the storekesper does
not expect to make it all out of flour or all
out of sugar; he averages things a bit.

Mr. KESSELL: We are

averaging it.
There 13 not a

man in this House, par-
ticularly the mover of the motion, who
believes in it. There is not the slightest
deubt in my mind that the mover—well, he
is laughing up hix sleeve at the whole thing.
He cannoi assume tha! a body of men sup-
posed to be ssnsible men will be prepared
to see our railweays lose £150,000 a year.

The SECHETARY FOR RaiLwavs: Ten per
cent.

Mr. HUxTER:
were taken off.”

Mr. KESSELL: I want this House to
understand, and the country to understand—
my electorate understands it—that I am the
friend of the man on the land, and if any
cencession 1s o be given, 1 say that the
man on the land. who is the backbone of
the country, ought to get it.

Mr. HuxtER: That is the old Tory gag.

Myr. KESSELL: If it is a Tory gag, I
am proud of it, because the man on the land
knows that his friend is not the wolf in
slieep’s clothing—-the present Labour party.

Mr. Kirwan: They did not say that at
the last Federal election.

Mr. KESSELL: During the last few days
we have heard a great deal of talk about
the man on the lsnd.
Iand, -and I have been living in a farming
districs most of my life, and have had to
do with men on the land during mo:t of
my carcer as a banker. I have made most
of my income from the land; my sup-
porters are men on the land; and I say
emphatically that everything I can do for
the man on the land will be done, not only
cheerfully but also eagerly. But this
motion—this  catchpenny motion—brought
before us not for our consideration, but to
waste our time, is not in the interests of
the man on the land.

‘Mr. Bowmax: Why, then, are you con-
tinuing to waste our time?

Mr. KESSELL: We cannot go on with
serlous business before tea, and U felt it my
duty to express my views as to this motion.
And far be it from me to go to the other
side of the House to ask for advice. X
repeat that if any concessions are to be
given to the man on the land, any con-
cessions to advance the bust interests of this
State, I shall be in favour of them.

Mr. GILLIES :

I said, ““If 10 per cent.

You #an show it this scssion.

Mr. KESSELL: I shall always be there
when & genuine motion comes up, but when
this motion comes up, a motion with no ob-
ject m view, I feel it to be my duty to
express my views as strongly as possible, T
am not against reduction of freights, I am
nov against reduction of fares!  And; by the
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way, I was surprised that the hon. member,

in moving the motion, did not advocate a
reduction in fares. .

The SECRETARY FOR Ramwways: Free rail-
Ways.

Wy, KESSELL : As far as T am concerned,
I would be in favour of free railways; of
course I would; everyonc is in favour of
getting things free if he can. But we have
to look at the position in a sensible light.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: And think
of who pays.

Mr. HontsR: You will take care that the
poor farmer pays. ‘

Mr. KESSELL: The poor farmer! Why,
it nearly makes me sick. (Laughter.)

Mr. Kmwax: It will take a good deal to
sicken you.

Mr. KESSELL : Well, I have stood a good
deal. The poor farmer in my district—the
rural workers’ log has given him a night-
mare. (Laughter.) Hvery time he sees one
of these perambulating Labour johnnies
coming, he is afraid that his children are
going to be prevented from carning a liveli-
hood.

An HOXOURABLE MEMBER :
too many Tory lies.

Mr. KESSELL: An hon. member says he
has heard Tory lies. In one part of my
electorate the late deputy leader of the
Tabour party, the member for Herbert,
made the statement that the Chief Secretary
—1 am making this statement to answer the
interjection—was deeply interested in the
Wee Macgregor line, and that he had shares
in a company in that particular area. He
went to a large number of farmers and told
them. Fortunately they listened, and one—

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. HUNTER: You are wasting fime.

Mr. KESSELL: Mr. Speaker, is it fair
for the hon. member for Maranoa to say
that I am wasting $ime? (Laughter.) 1
feal quite indignant. (Continued laughter.)
With reference to this particular motion,
when T was interrupted I was dealing with
the statement that the man on the land does
not get his fair share of taxation, At the
present moment, as far as my district is con-
cerned, we have all sorts of taxation. We
have for a start the land tax, the income
tax, and then the shire tax, and so on; and
now we have this motion, which, if it means
anything, means that the party moving it
wishes to s2¢ a deficiency on the railways.
The next thing would be that every little
farm in the country would be taxed to pay
for the freights on the railways.

Mr. HUNTER : Would it not be a good thing
to get more out of your income?

Mr. KESSELL: I pay my taxes cheer-
fully.

Mr. HoNTER : Why not increase the income
tax ?

Mr. KESSELL: At the present moment
we are talking about the railways. I say if
we pass this motion, and there is a big de-
ficiency on the railway, the mext thing the
farmers will have to fear is that if by an
awful calamity through any lapse of sanity
of the people of Queensland, the Labour
party are returned to power——

Mr. Kirwan: That is a nice insult to an

intelligent democracy.
Mr. Kessell.]

He has heard
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Mr. KESSELL: Under the Federal land

tax, in connection with which there is an-’

exemption of £5,000, we would have every
foot of land in Queensland taxed, and if I
know anything of the farmer, he prefers to
par a small railway freight, and his idea of
fairness is a freight put on to cover interest
and redemption and working expenses.

The SPEAKER : Order! The hon. mem-
ber has occupied the time allowed under the
Standing Order.

Hon. R. PHILP (Zownsville): If this mo-
tion comes to a vote to-nigh$, I shall vote
against it. It is only humbug. There is
nothing in the motion at all, and the hon.
member knows very well that if it is carried
it will have no effect.

Mr. HUNTER : I rise to a point of order.
Is the hon. member for Townsville in order
in saying that in moving this motion I am
humbugging ?

Hon. R. PHIirp:
no point of order.

The SPEAKER: The hon. member for
Townsville is not in order in saying so.
(Opposition laughter.)

Hon. R. PHILP: To be parliamentary, T
can only say that the hon. member
Maranoa knows very well that if he carried
this motion to-night it will have no effect.
What Government is going to reduce their
revenue by £217,000 a year through any
motion of this House? It is not likely. It
is no use any member proposing a motion
which will disturb the finances to that extent.
The hon. member for Maranoa has not made
out a case for this big reduction. The rail-
ways paid 4 per cent. last year. How many
vears did they pay 2 per cent. and 1} per
cent.? How much are some of the farming
lines in Queensland paying now?

Mr. HuntErR: You reduced rates yourself
at one time.

Hon. R. PHILP: I had a good reason,
but there is no reason for it now. Some
railways wers paying better at that time
than they are now.

Mr. HunTER: What year was that?

Ho~x. R. PHILP: Let the hon. member
look it up himsclf. While the hon. member
for Maranoa was speaking, I have endeav-
oured to find out how some of the farming
lines paid last year. At the present time
there are no rates so low as the rates for
farmers’ produce. The rates for timber are
very low too. The Minister has pointed out
that the rates for butter, which is a grow-
ing industry, is much less than.in Victoria
and New South Wales.

Mr. Giunies: The rate on cream is not less
than in New South Wales.

Hon. R. PHILP: On looking over some
of the lines, I am astonished to find what
they paid last year. I find that three linesin
North Queensland, which are farmers’ lines
—Tolga to Malanda, Atherton to Tumoulin,
and Cairns to Babinda—were all run at a
loss last year. They did not pay working
expenses. The line from Kingaroy to Nan-
ango, which is a beautiful district and
closely settled, paid 7s. 6d. last year, and
then on the top of that the hon. member for
Maranoa wants to make a further reduction.

Mr. Huxter: They are paying better this
year than ever they did, except last year,
since they started.

[ r. Kessell.

So you are. There is

for -
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Hox. R. PHILP: That may be. If we
want to do a fair thing all round we should
classify the railways, and find out who is
paying too much and who is paying too
little.

Mr. HoNTER: That is what I want.

Hox. R. PHILP: You will find that it is
not the farmers who are paying too little by
a long way.

Mr. Ryan: That is what the hon. menvber
for Maranoa says.

Hox. R. PHILP: If the hon. membez for
Maranoa does not want to penalise the
farmers, surely he does not want to do this ?

Mr. HusTER: I am asking for a fair deal
for everybody.

Tox. R. PHILP : It should be a fair thing
all round. For what little I am doing, I am
paying the highest rates in Queensland for
the stuff I put on the railway, but I do nok
complain, because I know it is more for the
interest of Queensland to consider f£fty
farmers than one man in Western Queens-
land. For that reason we should malke con-
cessions to farmers. The farmers ought to
get the special benefits they are getting now,
but they will not get them from the hon.
member. I am interested in a business in
North Queensland, and I find this little busi-
ness is included in no less than three bene-
fited areas. In connection with the line from
Julia Creek to Cloncurry I am compelled to
pay towards a loss this year. It is now a
complete Western area, and then there is the
Mount Cuthbert line.

Mr. Coyxg: That is not fair.

Tox. R. PHILP: It is very unfair. The
railway has not benefited it one shilling, The
people who have benefited by the railways
should have been made to pay more than

“ they did. The people who bencfited by the

Cloncurry Railway were the copper-mines
only. One copper mine has paid dividends
up to $£300,000, and they are paying about
£12 a vear. One friend of mine is paymng
about £800 a vear, and he does not benefi
at all by it. This mine which is benefited
should pay a higher rate, because.it alone is
benefited, and nobody else.
Mr. HunTER: Support the motion.

Hox. R. PHILP: If T supported the motion
I should be making a further reduction on
the £12 a year they pay. The copper won't
last for ever; it does not grow again, and
once these mines are worked out the burden
will fall on the people in the district.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It is falling
on them now, unfortunately, under the Act.

Tox. R. PHILP: Ves. The Julia Creek
to Cloncurry line last year only paid 8s. 2d.;
T think the year before it paid £2 18s. ld.
What would £10,000 more mean to that
copper-mine which has paid at least £300;000
in dividends? They could afford to pay ib,
and by and by it may be worked out. I have
always opposed this guarantee of 3 per cent.
on railway cxtensions. I have always held
that people in the distant Western portions
of the State arc just as much entitled to the
railways as the people inside. Their line is
built without any guarantee of any kind; in
fact, the places which have benefited most
by railway extensions are districts .such as
Brisbane, Rockhampton, and Townsville., ATl
these ports benefit much more by railway
extension than any other part of the country.

Mr. WinsTaNLEY: Why not make them a
benefited area?
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Ho¥. R. PHILP: I tried to do it when
the Bill was f{irst introduced, and the hon.
members’ friends opposed it. I got no sup-
port from the hon. member for Fortitude
Valley at the time. If they charge rates that
will pay interest and working expenscs, no-
-body will expect them to do more than that.
No Government will ever get more than
interest and working expenses from the rail-
ways. When the returns amount to more
than sufficient to do that, they must lower
the rates or increcase wages. A return which
will pay interest and working expenses is all
the people expect if they want to have the
country opened up. I admit that the pas-
-senger rates want altering a good deal, but
we ought to get as much out of our railways
as we are getting now-—that is, 4 per cent.
We have borrowed a great deal of money to
build our railways, and the people for wiose
benefit those railways have been built should
pay the interest and working expenses in
return for the benefit they get; but I cer-
tainly think we should alter the 3 per cent.
which we now charge the people in a bene-
fited area. I do not suppose this House will
wipe it out altogether, but I think 3 per
cent. is too much to cxpect a new district
to pay from the outset on the cost of a rail-
way. One of the richest agricultural dis-
tricts in Queensland is along the Warwick-
Killarney Railway, yet that railway only
paid Ts. 9d. per cent. last year. That line
was built at the cost of the whole of the
people of Queensland, and the people in the
district have no 3 per cent. to pay. They
Pay ne more than the ordinary rates,
although the line runs through beautiful
agricultural land. The line from Pittsworth
to Millmerran only paid 8s. 5d. per cent.
I was quite horrified when I looked up the
Commissioner’s report and found the small
earnings on these agricultural lines. Of
course, I always knew that farming lines do
not pay as well as the main Western lines.
They never have paid as well, and we have
always admitted in this House that, 1f we
could get settlement, we could afford to
lose money on farming lines. Bub to agree
to submit to s further loss of £217,000 would
be suiridal on the part of the Secretary for
Railways. We could not possibly expect the
hon. gentleman to accept a motion of this
sort. We shall have to be very careful of
our finances, and we shall make 'a mistake if
we go on spending money in building rail-
ways at the rate we have been doing for the
iast two or three years. I think the Govern.
ment will be wise if they spend during the
next three years what they spent last year,
We arc going to have the greatest difficulty
in getting morc loan money for some time
for public works. We see what has happened
in other States. We sea how Victoria has
fared. The Government tried to borrow
24,000,000 for the redemption of loans, and
they have got .23000,000. In New South
Wales they cannot get money. Victoria and
South Australia had to borrow money tem-
porarily from Queensland because they were
not able to get it in the old country on fair
terms. We know that the Premier of West-
crn Australia went home to try and raise
a loan, and he came back the other day
without any money in his pocket. If the
*Government are not above taking a little
advice from me, T would tell them some
-of the reasons why people at home just now
are opposed to lending us their money. One
reason is that they can get better interest
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clsewhere. They get better interest 1in
(lanada, for instance. Then the people‘W'xgh
money to lend in the old country say, * We
do not mind paying the same taxes as you
pay yourselves, but it is unffur to tax us
more than you tax yourselves.” The absen-
tee land tax dogs mot amount to much alto-
gether, but it does stick in the gizzard of
the people who have money to lend. They
say, ‘" Properties are falling into our hands
as mortgagees. We do not want the pro-
perties, and we are prepared to part with
them to-mcrrow if we could get our money
back; but because we live in England we
have to pay double the amount of land tax
that you have to pay yourselves.”

Mr. R¥ax: They can easily sell land now.

Ho~. R. PHILP: I do not know. They
are willing to sell. Then, again, theve is
our income tax. We charge absentees a
heavier income tax than we impose upon
people who are resident in the State. I
do not think the absentee income tax yields
more than £2,000 or £3,000 a year, and L
would advise the Treasurer to bring in a
Bill even this session and make the income
tax the same for absentees as for people
living in Queensland. It would help him
tremendously when he wants to get that
£13,000,000 in the year 1915, and it wmﬂd
help him tremendously when he wants to
g2t more money for the construction of public
vorks, and the sum he now receives from
the tax does not amount to anything at all
The Federal land tax on absentees does not
hring in more than £60,000, and the benefit
tp Australia would be more than ten times
that amount if the rate of taxation was made
uniform.

Mr. Ryan: Money is tight at present all
over the world.

Hown. R. PHILP: It is. Still, Queensland
was able to get money at the beginning of
this year, and she could get money now for
good investments, but the Britisher does
abject to having to pay more 1n.taxz‘tt10n
than the people here. Taxation in Greas
Britain is not low, and, between the two,
there are lots of people who are sending
their money to Canada and even to Switzer-
land to avoid the Australian and Brifish
taxes. It is only a matter of £ s d. with
them—there is no sentiment about it. If we
want to get money on the best terms, we
shall have to put the people who have the
money to lenid on the same terms with
regard to taxation that we are on ourselves.

Mr. Rvax: You are laying down a very
startling proposition.

Hox. R. PHILP: I do not think so. We
want money, and the only people who have
money to lend us in large quantities are the
British people. The French people do not
lend us money.

Mr. Ryax: Is not
Canada?

Hox. R, PHILP: It
Australia. i

Mr. Rvan: Have they no absentee tax in
Canada ?

Hox. R. PHILP: They have no absentee
tax and they have no income tax.

Mr. Rvan: Then how do you explain
money being dear there?

Hon. R. PHILP: I will tell you. There
is no Labour party in Canada. (Opposition

Hon. B. Philp.]

money as dear in

is dearer than in
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laughter.) There is a great demand for
mouey in Canada. For every 100,000 acres
we put under cultivation they put millions
of acres under the plough, and they want
mouey to develop the land, and, as a con-
Sequenice, money is dearer there than it is
here. Then neople believe they have more
security for their money in Canada. When
{ went home, people were selling out in Eng-
land and putting their money into Canada,
but there were not many of those who were
sclling out who were putting their money
into Australia, I am sorry to say. Money is
just like flour, tea, or sugar. When there is
a big demand for it the price rises. A%
the present time there is a feeling of in-
security with regard to Australian securities
on the part of the people at home in con-
sequence of the absentee, land, and income
taxes, and they prefer to lend their money
to countries where such taxes do not exist.
Millions of English money are going to South
America—to Argentina. Nearly all the rail-
ways in that country are owned by British
companies, and they are making a good deal
of money out of them. People are cosmo-
politan nowadays. So long as they get good
sceurity and a good return on thoir monay,
they do not care where they invest it. Tho
British  public has served Australia very
well in lending us money at a low rate of
interest. I believe, as a matter of fact,
money is cheaper in Australia to-day than
in any other British possession.

Mr. Ryan: Even though there are abssntee
taxes here.
© Hox. R.-PHILP: We have a great deal
of money of our own in Australia. Interest
rates have never been high.
large life insurance companies which lend
their money at low rates of interest, and at
the present time there is not a great demand
for money in Australia. People do not see
their way to go into business; wages are
high, and strikes are rife, and people are
very cautious about embarking in business.

At T o’clock the House, in accordance with
Sezsional Order, proceeded with Government
business.

ADDRESS IN REPLY.
RESUMPTION OF DEBATE.

Mr. BEBBINGTON (Drayton), who was
raceived with © Hear, hears!” said: I desire
th say a few words on this subject. As has
been remarked before, we are very fortunate
in having a gentleman like the present
Ciovernor at the head of the State. We are
also very fortunate in having a Government
who have done so well for the State during
the past year.
sty that I have received every courtesy from
Ministers, the Under Secretaries, and all the
(lovernment officers with whom I have had
business to transuact, and I believe that, so far
as they could, the Government have granted
everything that was reasonable. We may
sometimes ask for things which are a little
Lit unreasonable, and sometimes we do not
expeet to get what we ask for, but 1 believe
that every reasonable request has been
grouted.  We, as @« House, advised the Go-
vernment to go slow, and yet some of us have
been  disappointed at not getting as much
money spent in our clectorates as we wished.

[Hon. K. Philn.
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I, for one, certainly have been. There is one
little railway, promised about forty years ago,
that I should have liked to have seen con-
structed. The Premier, however, has given
us a promise that that line will be gone]z on
with very shortly, so I shall not say anything
about the present. I believe the hon. gentle-
man will proceed with the construction of
that railway, and I hope he will do so very
scon. The Prermier has spoken of his travels
in the North and North-west. e spent
some little time—I dare say he thought it was
a good while—in wone district with which I
am familiar, but those who have been out
there know that he merely took a glance at
the situation, and that he fell into the same
ruistake as other people fall into who only go
there once on a visit. The hon. gentleman
said the country was only half stocked. I
would remind him that half stocked in a good
stason might mean overstocked in a bad
wrason.  We have some wonderful grasses out
West, and when they dry and fall to the
ground they are equal as fodder to any hay
we can produce on the Downs. If I had my
way, I would make it compulsory for every
member of the Assembly to travel over the
State, because, if they did that, when they
came to the House they would know some-
thing about what they were talkmg_ about.

Mr. Gruries: They want educating about
the North.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Decidedly they do.
Many members, especially members on the
other side of the House. know very little of
the State outside Brisbane. Members oppo-
site are undoubtedly a very fine class of men,
but their knowledge of Queensland is, in some
cases, limited to Queen street. That is why
we as a country party are driven to doing
things which we would not do otherwise. We-
have members on that side continually advo-
cating the purchase of the Brisbane trams by
the Government, and yet there are thousands
of people in the interior who are 40 miles
away from their mail offices. Still, those
members would purchase the trams, and so
possibly get to picture shows jd. cheaper, and
there are some who advocate an enormous
expenditure for the construction of a bridge
across the river. I say that we have a right
on behalf of the country people to object to
such useless expenditure in large cities. Some-
reference has been made to the meat industry,
and most wild statements have been made
with regard to a meat company which has
established works down the river. The
persons who made those statements must
think that the people of Queensland are

easily gulled. One statement was that the
company was hunted out of New South
Wales.

Mz. Gizries: Which company?

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The one down the
river. Any man who knows anything about
the government of any State or country,
knows perfectly well that certain laws govern
cach State, and that so long as anyone comes
within those laws he has a right to go into
the country without asking anyone’s permis-
sion. The company I refer to came here with-
cut asking anyonc’s permission to enter the
country.

The PrEMIER: Or any favour.

Mr. BEBBINGTON : Yes, without asking
any favour; and I say the only people who
have so fur gained by their coming here are
the Labour party, for the company have em-
ployed a large number of men. I wish to
allude especially to a statement made by the
lcader of the Opposition, a gentleman whom
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I respect very highly. Of course he looks at
things from a legal point of view. I look at
them from a farmer’s point of view. I am
very sorry that he is not the farmer and thas
I am not the lawyer, as I believe I should
be in a very much better position. The state-
ment I refer to was made by the hon. moem-
ber at a Labour convention, where he said—
“ We actually find the Premier of the
State going to Adelaide and saying he
was pleased that the meat trust of
America was to establish works on the
banks of the Brisbane River.
“A Voice: Shame on him.
“Mr. Ryan: As the Labour daily
Priss has pointed out, beei in America is
Is. 7d. per 1b., and if we allow the meat
trust here, g similar state of affairs will
be seen in Queensland.”

Why do they not get better information with-
out making use of such statements as that?
Here we have the very latest from America
from the trade itself.

Mr. Guiies: Oh! That is very reliable.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Yes, it is reliable.
While hon. gentlemen opposite say that they
will be up against the farmers and there will
be no more competition if this company comes
here, T can show from this that they are
paying double the price for their cattle than
what we are getting here.

Mr. BooxeR: Three times the price.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Yes, and they are
selling their meat cheaper retail than we
arg here.

Mz, Rvax: Cheaper than here?

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Yes, undoubtedly.
This ststement I am quoting from is from
a Governmert source, and is as reliable as
anything which comes from this House. It
says here—

“Buenos Ayres, Tuesday.—The Go-
vernment has consulted leading poli-
ticians, all of whom are cattle-breeders,
and has been advised not to intervene
between the Argentine meat companies
and the American beef trust, unless the
Americans as sole controllers endeav-
oared to establish arbitrary prices for
stock.” B

Now these are the buyers, the men them-
selves.

Mr. THEODORE:
from?

Mr. BEBBINGTON : It is in all the Press.
You_gentle:nen opposite must have all scen
it. I am quoting from the cable that ap-
peared in the ““ Daily Mail,” but it appeared
in all of the papers. It goes on—

“American  buyers maintained that
they were able to pay £13 10s. to £14 par
head, and sell at an average of 3id. per
Ib. without making a loss.”

The Premier: That is in the Argentine?

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Ves. There it is
either one thing or the other. How can a
company raise the price of the stock and sell
the meat cheaper? They use befter machin-
ery and have a better systema of {restment,
and they employ a largs number of men.
How is such a comnany going to injure
Queen-land, I would like to know? How can
it injure Queensland ?

. Mr. Tarovore: You pretend to be very
innocent on that question?

What are you quoting
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Mr. BEBBINGTON: Well I assure-the
hon. gentleman that I am. (Laughter.) If
such a company cuts down the price of
stock, then the Government which is in
power, whether it be Labour or.leeyal,
would help us to form co-operative com-
panies. They would give us half the amount
for the erection of meatworks, which the
present Government have qffered us, and
we could go in for co-operative enterprises.

Mr. Grres: How do you know that?

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Because we have
had their promize. (Opposition laughter.)
There is no possibility of the trust fixing
the prices to suit themselves, because we
have our railways. (Hear, hear!) More
than that, we undoubtedly have the” produc-
tion in our own hands, and we can just
pleass ourselves whether we give it to them
or not, That would mean that we vyould
only give it to them so long as it paid us
to do so. We have had a great noisc lately
about the cost of living, and we have been
told the producers, or someone else, are mak-
ing a fortune out of it.

Mr. LagrcoumBe: Cheese has gone up.

My, BEBBINGTON : The hon. gentleman
would not like to have to manufacture cheese
at the price it is now, or he would have to
work a lot harder than ever he has done.
(Government laughter.) I can give some
prices of commodities which I got from the
daily Press to-day. They appeared in all the

papers. They are all the same. Flour
to-day is 12s. per bhag. 1 remember when
the price of flour was £1 12s. a bag. That

wasg the ordinary price which we had to pay
for our flour from South Australia. and I
have sold hundreds of bags at that price.

Mr. McCorMACK : What weight of bag?

Mr. BEBBINGTON: 200 Ib. Potatoes,
old, are 5s. 6d, t6 6s. 7d., and new Ts. to 7s.
6d. It used to be £1 and £1 5s. That Iis
the average nrice. I can remember when
they were £25 per ton, and 1 paid £25

per ton for them. These are the far-
mers’ prices that I am  giving now:
Chesse 1 quoted at Tid. to 8d. per lb.,
and butter from 1s. 1d. to 1s. 1id. Be-

fore you got local production, buiter was
always sold retail at 1s. 6d. per IL., and
cheesa cost 1s. per. lh. wholesale landed in
Quecnsland. I know exactly what I am
talking about in connection with thesa prises,
Racon is quoted at Tid. to 9d. per lh., and
haws 11id. per !». The price for lacon
ng~d to be from 10d. to 1s.. and for English
hams the price was 1s. 6d. per Ih.

Mr. Ryax: Do you =ay that the cost of
living is not going up?

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Not the cost of
necessaries of life. The cost of living gener-
ally has gone up I know. I know I could
increase the cost of my living from £100
to £200 a year if I wished to. If we can
raise a man’s wages =0 much the better,
(Hear, hear!) There is no doubt that a man
rotting £4 2 week is a be’ter citizen than
the man getting £2 a wesk. (Hear, hear s
Chaff is quoted at 3s. to 6s. per bag, and
aut of thst has to coms £2 per ton for
expenses. That shows how manv hour: a
day the farmer has got %o work in order
to give tho peovle cheap food. The faurmer
has to work all hours of the night, and Le
also has to get his children to help him to

Mr. Bebbington.)
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work just for the simple reason that the
people who are living in the cities may go
to the picture shows and may have cheap
food. (Laughter.)

_Mr. BookErR: And keep our friends oppo-
site in comfort.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Yes. TUndoubtedly
that is the reason for it. Now I want to have
something to say about what I consider is
Queensland’s greatest pest. I refer to the
prickly pear. 1 think if Quecensland sus-
rended every other industry and put all her
energies into getting rid of the prickly-pear
pest, it would be doing something good for
the State. When we consider that 38,000,000
eores of our good country is infested with
tiuis pest, I say that this matter has got to
be regarded in a serious way. 1 say that wo
must regard Mr. Roberts as a benefactor to
Queenzland. I hope that the (Government
will deal with him as liberally as possible in
the matter of his experiments with the
vrickly-pear pest. It is just possible that the
Government may want to be too strict with tho
contract. I know that you have a big difficulty
in keeping the land cleared after you have
once cleared it. We know that therc is a
lot of land ncar Government reserves, for
instance, and they are infested with prickly
pear. That land is a rental and more than
a rental to keep it clear of pear, and the
loast the Government can do when the people
clear their lands adjoining reserves is to
see that the Government reserves are kept
clear, and they can do that by letting these
peopls have the land and give them some-
thn;g into the bargain for keeping down the
pest.

. Mr. Coyvn: Would it not be better for the
Government to clear the pest off themselves?

. Mr. BEBBINGTON: Yes, if they can do
it. The Minister for Lands said that every-
thing is going on splendidly in connection
with the experiments, and there are hun-
dreds of people watching and walting to
hear what the Minister has got to say about
it.  There are all sorts of stories told about
1t, gome referring to a failure and some to
success, and I know that hundreds of men
are ‘S'atChl.l’l&}? the results, as it means to
them the difference between success and ruin.
The pear has got them in its clutches to such
an cxtent that they are nearly going to leave
their homes, so you can understand how these
wen are carefully watching for any escape
from thix vest. The Minister has informed
me that it is undoubtedly going to be a
sucgess, and that Mr. Roberts is going to
build a very large factory to manufacture his
gas and to manufecture machinery. I cer-
tainly hope, if there is any difficulty about
money or anything else, that the Government
will step in and give him everything he
wants. You cannot be too liberal with him,
so long as he is going to destroy the pear,
and I trust, when it iz a proved success,
that there will be a good many small
machines manufactured, and if private enter-
prise does not step in and manufacture them,
let the Government manufacture them by all
means, and let the farmers have them frec
of cost to enable them to deal with this awful
pest and to regain the land which has alvsady
baen taken possession of. There are plenty
of splendid farms composed of the very best
land we have, and worth £5 or £6 an acre,
and 1 saw some only a fortnight ago whero
there are only about 30 acres cultivated and
clear of pear, and as to the rest, you could
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not get a wallaby through the pear. If that
land could be cleared at a cost of about £1
10s. an acre, undoubtedly I say Mr. Roberts
will be a benefactor to Queensland, and I
am quite sure the Government will do
everything they possibly can to encourage
him. Now, I would like to say a few words
on education. We have a good deal to
thank the Government for in giving us these
high schools in the country, but we want_to
go further than that. It is no use us having
high schools unless we have qualified teachers
who can pass the children into these schools.
and I certainly object very strongly to un-
classified teachers being placed in country
schools—when that is the only opportunity
that country children have of getting an
education—and the best teachers kept in the
towns. It would be very much better, both
for the teachers and for the children, if we
had fully qualified teachers sent out to the
country and allow the young teachers to
come into the towns where they can study
and pass examinations to their own benefit.
I say high schools are no good unless we
have the teachers who can pass the scholars
up to them. Dealing with the Elections Act
—we shall have to trust the Government to
do the best they can in that matter. 1 do
not profess to be an expert in election mat-
ters, and I leave it to my friends opposite,
but in the past election there was nothing
whatever to stop a stranger, in many of the
districts, from voting three times. He could
vote three times as easy as voting once. Now
we pass to the question of public borrowing.
T shall deal with that matter later on, but,
just in passing, I would like to say that as
we have to borrow so much, and we are so
dependent on the British money-lender, would
it not be better, in a business-like way, to
show them some kind of a balance-sheet—
sornething of what our resources in Queens-
land arve, and in what way the money is
expended? I mean our railways. If we put
money into a railway—very often the land
through which the railway goes is only worth
£1 10s. an acre or_ perhaps nothing before
the railway was built, but when the railway
goes through it is often sold up to £5 or £6
an acre.

Mr., HUxHAM:
information ?

Xr. BEBBINGTON: No, we don’t. I
think it would be better to give them all the
informetion we possibly can. There is a
reference in the Governor’s Speech to
mineral oil, and I certainly hope that this
industry will be a big success, because with
pur oil engines and the different things we
are running now, if there is one thing we
need cheap, it is oil, and I may say that it
is one of the most difficult things to ge:
because if a merchant or commercial travel-
ler is travelling on the Downs, he is very
anxious to sell machinery and everything
in that line, but he will only take an order
for oil fuel merely as a favour. :

Mr. Giiuies: Why is that?

Mr. BEBBINGTON : Because, like many
other lines, there is no profit in it.
Mr. GionEs: Ah!

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I can see that the
hon. member does not know very much
about the business, and for his information
1 will give some particulars. If a commer-
cial traveller on the Downs takes an order
for fuel oil, he comes down here to Bris-

Don’t we give them full
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bane, and has to hand the order over to
another firm, and the only allowance he
gets is 4d. per gallon, and he has to send
his cheque for the value of the oil, and
take all the responsibility. ~Therefore you
cannot wonder why they almost refuse o
take orders for fuel oil, except as a favour.
1 certainly hope if this business is suceess-
ful, that the Government will keep posses-
sion of it and let us have it as cheaply as
possible.

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear!
of socialism,

Mr. BEBBINGTON: There is nothing
socialistic about keeping what we have got.
I always like to keep what I have got.
(Laughter.) We now come to the question
of land settlement. I have heard a good
many people—usually people from the city
and Ministers—talk about ready-made farms
on which to put the people when they come
here. If there is one thing that 1 would
object to, it is to making farms ready for
immigrants.

Mr. GILLIES: Why?

Mr. BEBRINGTON: It is the onc thing
that would be a failure, because you can.
not make farms to suit other people ;
neither can you do as much with labour
that you have to pay for as & man can
do with his own labour. We have already
had_evldence of that where roads were
required for the seftlers in the Bell district.
What was the result? The roads were very
good, but they were added on to the price
of those farms, and they cost about four
times as much as the farmer could have
done the work himself; and if you are
going to make farms ready for people to
go on to and you are going to do a lot of
improvements they do not want, and then
charge it on, how long are they going to
stop on it? I very much prefer our Agri-
cultural Bank. A man can go and take
up his picce of land, and he can settle to
work himself as hard as he likes, and then
he can come down to the bank and he can
get half the value of his own labour. That
15 finding the man himself in work, He
has not to pay four times the value of the
labour to somebody else who will be moping
about half the fime. I certainly object
very strongly to ready-made farms. I
say it is courting failure. Now, there has
been some misunderstanding amongst the
farmers who have been expecting rather too
much from the repurchased estates. They
are asking that their interest shall be re-
ducad to 4 per cent. Every man in this
Houre knows perfectly well that the Go-
vernment cannot lend out money at 4 per
cent. per annum, so that if I was waited
on by a deputation on a question like that,
I would tell them straight out that it was
impossible to get money at 4 per cant., and
that they might just as well take their
chance at 5 per cent.

A piece

Mr. BerTRaM: The Federal Government
can do it
Mr. BEBBINGTON: The Federal Go-

vernment cong lend monay at 4 per ¢ont.
You can take my word for that. If they
could, then we could soon place a few mil.
lions. I believe that everrthing has beon
done and that everything that can be will
Lo done to kzep these men on the land, and
any man who will work his farm and try to
make a success of it, that man will have
every engoursgement and every assistance
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to stay on his farm; but the man who comes
along and takes up a piece of land purely
for speculation—I do not see that this Go-
vernment should step in and help him in his
speculation. And then we come down to the
Stock and, Produce Agents Bill—undoubtedly
the thing to which we have been looking for-
ward. It is a measurc that no other Govern-
ment in Australia, whether Labour or any

other, has ever undertaken. The
{7.30 p.m.] Under Secretary has sent to all

the other States of Australia, and
not a single one of thém has a statute on
their books dcaling with the selling of pro-
duce, so that we shall certainly be the first
i that respect. Many of the agents for
cur factories stand on a very different foot-
ing altogother. Thesc large merchants work
under agreement, and the commission and
tke price they shall sell at are fixed, so that
there is no possible chance of their getting
any more than that to which they have
agreed. And morce than that, the company
with which T am connected has been deal-
ing for many year:-—about seven or eight
vears, I should say—with the same firm, and
we are perfectly satisfied. Consequently, we
are not aiming at those people who do
their business honestly, but are only desir-
ous of dealing with those who are deliber-
ately trying to rob the consignee. Cases have
been traced that were very far from being
what they should be, and these are the
object of the introduction of this Bill. All
laws are the same; and this one may hurt
some  persons whom we do not want to
Lurt; but it should be understood that we
only desire to punish those who have been
deliberately robbing the producer of his
produce. Then I believe that the market
accommodation is utterly inadequate for the
produce that is sent down to it, and I think
myself that in_the interests of the consumer
and the producer alike the Agricultural
Department should spend a considerable
sum  of money in putting up a proper
market, something like the wool stores that
arc to be seen in Brisbane, where we could
have well-lighted rooms on the bottom floors
for the display of our produce, to which
the purchaser could come and buy from
vhor he liked or wherever he liked. The
rooms higher up could be used for storage.
In England the railway companies treat the
people very differently from the way in
which we arc treated here, for they build
large warehouses where they store cargoos
of wheat, supply bags, and do everything
clte, mercly to get the freight. And I
think it is in the interests of both consumer
and producer that cur Agricultural Depart-
ment should spend a small sum of money,
say #£20,000, in putting up a market, with
well-lighted rooms on the bottom floor and
storage rooms above, to which our country
people could send their stuff down and put
a reserve on it, so that if it were not sold
it could be kept in storaze at a small charge,
which, I believe, would certainly clear off
the interest and redemption of the money in
1 very reasonable time. I believe that the
present building covers an exceilent site,
but on all that valuable piece of land there-
i+ only one story, and T think it would be
just as well to put up a six or seven storied
building, where storage could be got at a
swsall charge that would quite pay interest
exd redemption. A sum of £20,000 would
L+ quite enought to start. The leader of
the Opposition the other night put forward
two  platforms-—one offered by the Govern-

Mr. Bebbington.)




80 Address in Reply.

ment and one put forward by himself—
apparently for the farmer to choose between
them. He dealt with them in a legal way,
and now I want to deal with them from
the farmers’ point of view. He dealt with
it very asbly from his own point of view.
These legal men always, when thev have a
weak case, try to cover up as much as pos-
sible, and he did that very nicely; he
covered up all the ugly parts and showed
only the good ones. I am sure that he will
give me the privilege of giving my point of
view in the same way.

An HoxOURABLE MUBER:
farmers’ platform, too.

Mr. BEBBINGTON : The first thing that
we see is that the State and local govern-
ment should own all the mecans of produc-
tion, distribution, and exchange. That
means that those who own the means of
production, distribution, and exchange really
own those who produce it. There is no
getting away from that, and it means going
right back to slavery. (Laughter.) On the
sugar plantations they had their siaves pro-
cducing their food for them, and now they
want to give us State slavery, which is ten
times worse than psroprietary slavery, becausc
the proprietor did, at any rate, have an in-
terest in his slave to the cxtent of his value.
These arc the lovely things the hon. member
is offering to the farmers. He said we should
restrict borrowing, and especially he said he
was in favour of the establishment of any
effective sinking fund. Now, I do not see
why we should pay a large sum of money
for posterity, and tax ourselves to help
those who have done nothing for wus. If
we establish our railways and work up our
trade, and then hand them down with a
country like this, I think it is quite suffi-
cient. And then we comc to a graduated
lond tax on land values. There are just
three lines here which I wish to read. and
ask any man who knows anything about
farming to tell me how the man on the land
is going to oxist if these come into opera-
tion. No, they are pandering to the people
who live in the big cities, where most of
the votes are; they are looking to the man
on the land to suvport the man in the town,
and yet they are trying to do something
that will have the effect of driving every-
body from the land into the town. First
_there 1s the establishment of a sinking fund,
then there is the graduated land tax, and
then the leasehold systnm of land tenure;
and I ask any hon member who knows
anything about farming how the man on the
lund is going %o live if those three things
are carried into effect? Now they throw
out a sprat, and thev say: We will give you
perpetual lease, with the right of arranging
the rent when they like and as they like.
What can we expest from a body of men
who to-day put on a land tax in Western

“Oneensland of three times the rental value?

Vihat sort of a rent can we expect them
to put on a leasehold tenure? They say
that they want every man to have the re-
sults of his labour; but I say that in this
they are waznting and doing everything pos-
sible to give the man in the city the results
of the man’s labour in the country. Let
me show how the perpetual lease works.

Mr. Girms: How does it work in Eng-
land?

Myr. BEBBINGTON : This country is not
like England. The hon. member does. not

"Mr. Bebbington.
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know much of what he is talking about. I
expect something better from a farmer. I
expecied he would know what a selection
meant, and that he would know something
of the hardships, the privations, and the
cucrifices of a man who takes up a scrub
¢election. 2Now, you give a man a scrub furm
on a lease, and it takes him twenty years to
get it into anything like order, and you ray
he has to have a renewal of the rent——

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber has exhausted the time allowed usder
the Standing Orders. .

Mr. LENNON (Herberty: 1 think the
House ought to be full of gratitude to the
hon. member who has just sat down for
infusing a litsle life into the debate. The
most noticeable thing last night was the
disinclination on the part of the Government
supporters to say anything at all in favour
of the Governor’s Speech.

Mr. Bowyan : Especially Ministers.

Mpr. LENNOXN: Ispecially the Ministers.
Their thick-and-thin supporters had nothing
to say on the question. I think that that
may be accepted at oncs as an indication
of the fact that the Governor’s Speech means
very little. It is a very colourless produe-
tion indecd, and I think if he had the oppor-
tunity a prominent politican weuld be in-
clined to speak of it as o gelatinous com-
pound. [ will not at all atiempt to traverse
the remarks——

The SPEAKER: Order! 1 apologise to
the ITouse for having inadvertently followed
the course which 1 took under Standing
Order 107 this affernoon. I was under the
imprassion for the moemsnt that the period
of forty minutss allowed on that motion
operated on the present debate. I now call
upon the hon. member for Drayton to 'sp,eak
for the period of one hour if he so desires.

HoxouRABLE MiMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. I may say that we are really
grateful to you for keeping us in order very
often. (Hear, hear!) I will just resume my
address on the bencfits which the leader of
the Opnosition said the farmers were going
to get from his party. I say that that 1s
driving us to worse slavery than proprietary
slavery.

3Mr. Ryan: Your arguments are entirely
original.

Mr. BEBBINGTOX : If the hon. member
had ever taken up a scrub farm, or ever
worked one—if he had ever been in the
country and knew anything about it—he
would not have allowed such a clause to go
into that platform. I am sure he would not,
because I believe he honestly desires that
every man should have the result of his
Iabour, but it is unfortunate that they have
so little information on the subject. If they
had a few farmers in their ranks who would
come over to this side and get a little in-
formation it would do them an enormous
amount of good. The effect of the operation
of those clauses would simply be to give the
man in the city the result of the labour of
the man in the country, because it takes a
farmer twenty years to get a selection up to
anything like order. If you give him a lease
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for twenty years, you then take back the result
of his labour. What does he iake sacri-
fices for? Why does he go short of foed and
clothing and evervthing else? Why do his
wife and family stay up there? Is it not to
make it their home, and not to get a lease?
But the Labour party are offering a lease
that is not worth the paper it is written on,
simply because you can raise the rent until
the value of the land is nothing. Are you
going to let a man spend the best years of
his life to bring a farm to a good standard,
and then take it'over and give it back to the
State—to the people who have sat in the
picture rooms night after night? Are they
to shere the labour of the mdn who has
gone into the country and felled the scrub
and sacrificed everything? 1 say not. Those
are the conditions which they offer, and say
they are good for farmers. (Laughter.)
What is all this done for? It is done simply
that the people in the cities may live free

of texation, at the expgnse of the man on.

the land.
HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I will give proof
from one of their own men at one time—
that is Dr. Kidston. I was going with him
up North, and I entered into conversation
with him on different matters. Xe said,
“There is no need for tuxation in Queens-
land.” T knew what he was driving at, but
I said, “ Why not?” e said, *‘ There 1is
plenty of State land in Queensland, and plenty
more that ought to be State land, and if you
only get the rents high enough the people
in the cities can live free of taxation.” I have
given the hon. gentleman’s own words: he
will 4ell vou himself t he said it. Those
are the heautiful things that the leader of
the Opposition offers to the farmers, instead
of what we are offered here. I hope that the
Labour party will send their platform up to
the farmers =0 that they can read it. Then
thera is another thing mentioned—State
agenev for all farm products with a view to
establithing standard priers. They are
alwavs talking about reducing the cost of
living, and I wish them luck if they can do
it: but if thev want to reduce the cost of

living, and get it out of our bones, I say
£ NO.”

GOVERNVENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I am not going to
associate hon. members on the other side
with =hat 1s done in places where Labour
reigns supreme, but a little thing happened
to a traveller which will shoW what we may
expect if such a thing did happen. I am not
going to blame hon. members opposite, be-
cause they are just as honourable as we are.
(Laughter.) 'What has happened is this—
thay do not know what they are doing.
(Laughter.) If they calculated what they
were doing, or what they were dragging us
to, it would be a different thing altogether.
(Laughter.) They would be perfectly hon-
ourable if they had the knowledge. (Laugh-
ter.) But they have nof. (Renewed langh-
ter.) T will read a quotation from ¢ Life’?
to give hon. members an idea of what is
likelv to happen under Labour rule.

Mr. FiHELLY : Vou were at the Trades Hall
yesterday. -(Laughter.)

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Certainly I was, and
the hon. memb~r treated me very kindlv. but
I will admit that what I was most afraid of
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was the possibility that he would get out and
leave me to pay the cab fare. (Laughter.)
This is the quotation—

“The persecution of non-unionists ab
Broken Hill is carried to eurious lengths.
A letter in the daily Press gives the ex-
perience of a writer in a Broken Hill
hotel—

““¢Everyone here is supposed to be
provided with a card of a certain colour
cach month to show it as a sign of finan-
cial stab.lity as a good uniomst. Failure
to produce the card cn demand renders
one liable to be crushed. My card was
demanded, and was not produced. Before
I knew where I was I was left sitting at
the table by myself as if I had a disease,
I thought I would then have tea In peace,
but the waiter refused to serve me.
was not going to be besten, and went
out, thinking to buy something to eat,
but found I had been published as a scab,
and could not get served. This is Labour
rule.””

(Laughter.) Those are some of the_ lovely
things that the leader of the Opposition has
to offer to the farmer. 1 know they are not
his own. I know that he is tco honourable
for that. I thank hon. members very kindly
for the attention they have paid me this
evening.

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. LENNON (Herbert): After the breezy
interval which has occurred since I last at-
tempted to address the House, 1 would like
to say that I have no intention Whatever.of
following the exceedingly comprehensive
speach just delivered. It covered so much
ground that time would not permit of my
attempting to cope with it in any respect ab
sll. in the first place, I have to say that I
experience no alarm at all at the prospect
of the perpetual leasehold system in place 9f
the freehold system. Is it not most remars-
able that the most prosperous industry we
have in Australia is all the time conducted
on the leaschold principle? I refer to the
pastoral industry.

Mr. LanD: And a short lease, too.

Mr. LENNON : Ninety-five per_cent. of the
holdings are held under lease, and that is the
most prosperous industry we have in Aus-
tralia.

Mr. Ryan: And Labour members repre-
sent those constituencies.

Mr. LENNON: I would like also to call
attention to one instance of the benefits of
a leasehold tenure which came under my
notice when I was travelling in the North.
Like instances occur in larger centres, such as
Melbourne and London, but I will take Rock-
hampton as an example. In Rockhampton
they-have a municipal area which came into
their hands as a free gift from the Govern-
ment, and they have leased that land on the
perpetual lease system, and it is about the
best source of revenue in the possession of
the municipal councl of Rockhampton.
There is an instance in local government of
the bonefits arising from the lersehold system
of tenure. Apply it to the whole State, and
you have in a nutshell what the lessehold
principle could do for Queensland or for any
other State. Tho idea of saying that people
could not possibly live under the leaschold
svstem is too ridiculous for me to attempt fo
deny it. In the city of London some of the

Mr Lennon .}
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largest businesses in the world are carried om,
ang the people carrying on those businesses
do not own the freehold.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You do
xnot consider that a good system, do you?

Mr. LENNON: I consider the perpetual
lease system is in every way preferable to the
frechold system. I think the State is the
best landlord. See what landlordism has done
in the old land, and I venture to say that the
same state of things is gradually growing in
Australia, and that we are threatened with
the same landlord curse that exists in other
parts of the world. Without spending too
much time on the matter, it has been very
refreshing to me to find that we have a
farmers’ party after all. Not quite so strong
as we cxpected to find it. Just let us carry
our minds back for a few days or a few
weeks. I remember when Mr. Arnold
Wienholt announced himself as a candidate
for the Wide Bay electorate, and spoke quite
distinctly of himself as the farmers’ selec-
tion. He repeated that statement only the
other day at the expression of amenities at
the declaration of the poll in Maryborough,
when he thanked the farmers for their sup-
port, and spoke of the Farmers’ Union, and
said thut he was their representative, ighor-
ing altogether the great People’s Progressive
League and the great democratic and Liberal
Governmens. Ié is evident, therefore, that
we have a farmers’ psrty, though we hava
not got the belligerent pariy that we might
have expected from the remarks made bx
Mr. Wienholt. The same gentleman also laid
stress on the fact that the party was in
existence by saying that the gallant Colonel
Rankin is to be the next Premier of Queens-
Jand. I understand fthat gentleman is chair-
man of this farmers’ party, and the hon.
member who has just sat down is the deputv
leader. Possibly the gallant colonel thought
it would be better if the deputy leader did
the talking, as he wishes to hide hims~1f
slightly behind his deputy at the present
time. I see by this morning’s paper that he
has practically disowned any intention of the
farmers’ party doing anything to break up
the great democratic party of which we have
heard so much from the Home Secretary in
times gone by.

The HoME SECRETARY: Was that the time
when you were alluding to Antonio Torio?

Mr. LENNON: Now we discover there is
a farmers’ party. We have a meek party—
a mild party—quite an apologetic party—
supremely thankful for the smallest of small
mercies—ready indeed to grovel at the feet
of the Liberal party.

Mr. RYAN: A repentant party.

Mr. LENNON: Very penitent indeed.
Quite apologetic that they have asked for
s0 many things that they did not expect to
get. They acted, apparently, on the prin-
ciple of asking for a great deal more tharny
they want, in the hope that they may get
something that they desire. Perhaps the
hon, member who has just sat down has
found that it is the best-paying method he
gould adopt, and I have no doubt thag
some of the younger members of the Houss
—pogsibly the newly-elected member fox
Fassifern—will take heed of the method tha#
has proved so successful in the case of thg
hon. member for Drayton. Enough of the
farmers party! I would like to say thag
from what we saw last night the party
on the other side could evidently discover
no good in this policy of the Government.

[Me. Lennon.
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I stated a while ago that probably under
different circumstances it would be pro-
nounced to be a gelatinous compound.
There is nothing in it that you can griy
hold of. It is a jeliy-fish sort of policy—a
sort of policy which, if you do not like it,
can be altered to suit the circumstances.
We see that already the leader

[8 p.m.] of the Government has been sug-
gesting that many other things

may be done this session besides those
named in the Governor’s Speech. In one of
the first paragraphs of the Speech the Go-
vernment express anxiety ~with regard to
the sugar industry. I suppose t1hat, is a
fitting thing now that the Hederal election
is over, but for the last four or five years
T have endeavoured, in season and out of
season, to arouse the Government to some
sense of anxiety with regard to the sugar
industry, but have not succeeded. Passibly
they think that if their party has the reins
of government in the Federal Parliament

. they may be able to work matters in con-

nection with the industry more in accor-
dance with their ideas. The Premier said
Jast night that they expected to gel an 1in-
crease in the Customs duty. I do not know
on what grounds he bases that hope, when
we bear in mind that the leader of the so-
called Liberal party—the Tory warty, the
fusion party—in the Federal Parliament 18
a pronounced freetrader.
Nir. Morcav: So is Billy Hughes.

Ay, LENNON: Mr. Hughes was a free-
trader.
Mr.
Fisher.

Mr. LENNON: Mr. Hughes was a iree-
trader, and I am quite prepared to admib
that several members of the Labour party
were freetraders at one time, but they are
now protectionisty, because without ad-
herence to the protection idea there is no
possible hope of malking law what is oz}lled
the  new protection,” "No doubt it is true,
as the member for Murilla says, that some
of the members of the Labour party were
freetraders at one time, but they are now
protectionists. On_the other hand, not gnly
Mr. Cook, but Mr. Eiliots Johnson, AL‘AI‘.
Green, Mr. Kelly, snd all the leaders of the
fusion party—the New South W ales branch
of it, at any rate—are all preaounced iree-
traders, and are all publicly advocating free-
trade, particularly and specially frectrade in
sugar. They have advocated that inside
and outside the Bouse; they belicve in free-
trade in sugar, and yet the Fremier of
Queensland expects from a Government
run by the politicians whom I have de-
scribed to get an incresase in the Customs
duty on sugar. I do not see how he can
expect any such thing. I do not propose
to criticise the whole of the Opening Speach,
but merely to pass in review ome or two
items. With reference to the propos;;d
amendment of the Hlections Act, I notice
that the Government are going to reintro-
duce the postal vote after the condemnation
it received from a large number of their
own supporters. That is a staggering an-
nouncement. Everyone who has had any
experience of elections knows that the postal
vote was nothing but an abomination.
have known cases in the town of Townsville
where people within 100 yards of the
polling-place, who were not out of town for
one moment during the polling-day, and
who were not out of town for days and

MoraaN: He is, and so is Mr.
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woeks before and after the election, voted
by post. We know that in Charters Towers
the postal vote was manipulated by the
Liberal party, and that they bagged quite a
large number of votes, That party always
guessed to a nicety the number of postal
votes they had bagged through the agency
of their agents. But that was not the
worst evil in connection with it. I am
under the impression that at the particular
time that Mr. Millican and Mr. Paul were
candidates the postal vote was in operation.
Those gentlemen were largely concerned in
mining matters, and controlled half the
mines in Charters Towers. Therefore they
had great influence in the place; they had
power to employ men or not employ them,
or to cause men to be discharged from the
service of a mine. Those men sent their
agents round to gather from the wives of
working men postal votes. That kind of
thing will not bear inspection for a momsnt;
it is nothing short of an abomination, and
I am really staggered to hear the Premier
say that he is in favour of the introduction

of the sysiem. With regard to the Elections,

Tribunal Act, I certainly think that some
amendment of that Act is very necessary.
I have had only one experience of it, and
I have no desire to have any further ex-
perience of it, I think members of Parlia-
ment should not sit on that tribunal at all,
and that it should be absolutely in the
hands of a Supreme Court judge to decide
the question of the validity of an election.
In the old days the idea was that members
of Parliament who adjudicated on the
matters in dispute with regard to an elec-
tion should sit and adjudicate as judges.
In fact, in the time of Mr. Justice Harding,
or Chief Justice Lilley, the parliamentary
assessors sat on the bench and formed part
of the court. Now they occupy an inferior
position, and are simply jurymen, the judge
deciding all matters of importance. I say
the judge should decide the whole matter,
and that members of Parliament should
have no voice in deciding the very trouble-
some matters which come before the ~tri-
bunal for determination. Reference is made
in the Governor's Speech to the failures and
faults of the Federal electoral system. I
know that the Federal electoral system is not
perfect, just as I know that the State elec-
toral sysiem is not perfect, but I am quitein
accord with the leader of this party when
he spoke of the insult offered to the Federal
authorities by this paragraph in the Go-
vernor's Speech. What would the Govern-
ment of Queensland say if the Federal Go-
vernmen? lectured them in regard to their
immigration system or their borrowing
methods, as this Government has lectured
the Federal Government in regard to their
slectoral machinery? The Premier is a
gentlemsn who gets his back up instantly,
and he reminds me of the fable of the frog
and the cow. In this case he is the frog.
Those who know the fable will know the
applcation of it. I congratulate the Go-
vernment on their proposal to spend money
with the view of possibly striking oil in
the Maranoa district. If we only strike
oil there, or in any other part of the State,
that will no doubt be a happy solution of
many of our financial difficulties in Queens-
land. I sincerely hope also that the efforts
of the Government with regard fo the
destruction of prickly pear will prove suc-
cessful. I know very little about prickly
pear, and will not offer any opinion on the
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methods adopted for dealing with the pest,
but I hope the efforts of the Government
will be successful. I hope, too, that the en-
comiums passed on the late Minister for
Lands will prove to be deserved—that is,
that it will be found that he adopted proper
safeguards in the action he took In
this matter, and that any other safeguards
that may be necessary will be employed,
so that the general taxpayer will be pro-
tected. I make these suggestions perhaps
somewhat lengthily because I am aware
that very often some of our so-called State
benefactors have turmed out to be quite
different people altogether. I only have to
mention the question of dredges to remind
hon. members of that. I do not think that
State benefactors should have any statues
erected to their memory until after they
have died—(laughter)—because it has been
discovered before this that they are not
benefactors after all. (Laughter.) One hon.
gentleman, speaking on the Address in
Reply—I think it was the seconder—ex-
pressed the hope that the Government in
i dealings with the Tramways Company
would deal liberally with that concern. Wa
hope that the Government will deal fairly
wish eversbody, whether it be the Tramways
Company or anyone else.

OpposiTioN Meupers: Hear, hear! )

fr. LENNON: ¥Tut with regard to giv-
ing libers! treste to the Tramways Com-
pauny, I do not considar that they should
do anything of the kind. (Hear, hear ) I
Luve only to rofer to the fact that they are
too generously treated sltogether. At the
time of the strike, fiffeen months ago, the
mwmbers of this party asked the Govern-
ment to intervene and bring the manager
of that company to a sense of his position
in regard to that company. Still more
reeently o depofation waited on the same
gentleman—the Premier—with regard to the
differential treatment adopted by the mana-
zer of ihe Tremways Company with regard
7» the daily newspapers published in this
city. Cn casion the Premier, who
had just besn travelling all over the whole
of the North of Queeunsland, and had
mentioned on every platform that this Go-
vernment of Queensiand could deal with
trusts and monopolies and combines, so that
there was no reason to hand over those
powers to the Federal Government, said to
the deputation, ¢ What power have I to
intervene? Show me where I have the
power to intervens.” The hon. zz_entleman,
as soon as he gets away from this House,
travels all over sthe North in his capacity
as Premier, and makes statements that he
csnnot justify here. Up North ke says he
hes got 1l the power. Down here, when he
is asked by the deputation to see that justice
is meted out to the newspapers, he says he
does not know that he has the power to
interfere. His feathers got ruffled a little
later om, and he said he did not intend to
use any power at all. I think it is & pity
that the Treasurer was not ab that deputa-
tion, or that he was no! the recipient of it.
(I.oughter.) We know what the Treasurer’s
feolings are on the matter, and we know
that with that nice kind way of his he
would have arrived at a settlement that
might have been more satisfactory to that
deputation. {(Laughter.) Let me add that
T was not a member of that deputation my-
self, and therefore do not know all about
it Now, with regard to the railway polioy
of the Government: I am at a loss to

Mr, Lennon.]
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front on the
in connection
They refer to

understand the change of
part of the Government
with the rallway poli
the railway policy ¢f 1510 as an “am-
bitious wailway policy.” The Government
practically won two elections on that very
railway policy—that wonderful, progressive
railway policy. Now it is called an “ am-
bitious ral - policy.” Why do they feal
; - do thoy eall it an
7% 6 shows that
onsible for what
some other (overnment did. Something has
happened to cuause this change. The ques-
tion of finance has intervened. Is it thas
money is getting tight? What is it that
malkes the Governmant refer to the railway
policy of three years ago as an ambitious
policy ?  Why, at the time it was passed
the Government were told by members sit-
ting on this side of the House that part of it
was a wild-cat policy, and thut the Govern-
ment were going too fsst. And they have
rcalised that now, and have shown their
good senee, for which I have to thank them,
in common with other members on this side
of the House, for accepting the advice that
was tendered to them from this side of the
House, and also from members over there,
te go slow.
The TREASURER:
the lines yourself.
Mr. LENNON: Yes; but I am speaking
of the wild-cat railway, and the hon. gentle-
man knows quite well what is meant by
that remark. I might say that, whilst we
want the Government to go slow, we do not
want them *o stop altogether. There is one
degroe of slowness that might be approved
ot and another degree of slowness thak
must be condemned. With regard to the
construction of the railway from Towns-
ville to Ingham, a disisnce of 69 miles, ab
the present rate of progress it will take
sixtv-nine years to construct that section.
(Laughter.) They started that railway two
years ago, and so far they have only con-
structed 4% or 5 miles altngether. That is
going slow with a vesgeance, and is even
a bit too slow for me. (Laughter.) That
is not the kind of slowness recommended
fiom this side of the House. Reference is
made in the Governor’s Speech to the loans
falling due in 1915. T regard that as the
most =erious matter which 1s put before this
House. I hope the House will approach it
ir. that sense, as it is w serious thing for
Queanslend to have to meet such an enor-
mous amount of loans es, are falling due
in 1915, (Hear, hear!) T do not think any
mehor of this House, no matter on which
side he sits, should do anything to inter-
fere with whatever Covernment may have
the misfortune to be in power in its
endeavours to meet the loans falling due.
I do no* think ary meunber of this House
should do enything to embarras: anv Go-
vernwent thas is making arrangements to
meet lcans, (Hear, hesr!) It is
the most serious situat’on thzt has occurred
in this State. and it chould be zpvroached
in that spirit. I hope that that is the spirit
tn whichk members of this House will regard
it. T will just brieflv refer to the fact
that we have a propramwme of measures
about to be introduced. I think it is about
the most eolourless Sneech that I have ever
Fesrd. It is much ado about nothing, as
I aw reminded by the hon. member for
Leichhardt. There arve two Sugar Bills. Ttis
not possible nor wise to attempt to criticise
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those Bills. We are not in the
me wiy that the hon. mem-

any of
know in the sa
ber for Dravton is. He gave us a kind of
illustration of what the Stoek and Produce
Agents Bill is going to be. He has evi-
dently been consulied in the matter by the
Sceretary fow  Agrienlture. who has been
fortified by the experiencs of the hon. mem-
ber for Drayton in regard to those matters.
According to ths hon. member for Drayton,

this Steck and Produce Agents Bill is
going to stagger the community with ite
Liberality. Such a Bill, we are told, is not

in existance in any part of Australia. They
are actually going to provide cold stores for
storing farm produce, and do everything of
the best character. FHas the hon. gentleman
been asleep, like Rip Van Winkle, and has
he just awakened from his slumbers? Does
he not know that in South Australia, when
a Labour Gorernment was In power, they
provided cold stores for the produce of
the farmers, stored it, graded it, and shipped
it to the market in any country abroad in
the name of the consignee?
Mr. Bessixeron: We will do that here.

Mr. LENNON: In South Australia they
also advanced to the farmer 60 or 70 per
cent. of the wvalue of the shipment, and
when the produce waz sold the Government
collected the money and paid the farmer
the balance due to him. All this was done
years ago by the South Australian Govern-
nient, yet the hon. genileman would have
us believe that it was a Liberal Govern-
wient that started 15 and not & Labour
Government. With regard to these two
Sugar Bills, without attempting anything in
the wny of criticism, might I express the
pious hope that the interests of the Colonial
Sugar Refining Company will be amply
conserved ?  (Opposition laughter.) I sin-
carvely hope that ihe interests of the Colonial
Suger Refining Company will 1ot be over-
lcoked in any particular. (Laughter.)

Mr. Gumuirs: You can depend on that.

Mr. LENNON: I am hoping that, at any
rate. 'There are several Bills on the pro-
gramme which we have scen before. We have
here a Matrimonial Causes Bill and a Rail-
ways (consolidation) Bill. We have had them
bafore, and they were advanced a stage and
dropped for some cause or other. Then
there is also to be a Rabbit Bill. Thers was
a Bill that was supposed to be the pet pro-

- duct of a high official in Queensland, known

as the Police Offences Bill. That Bill has
disappeared. It was a Bill that consisted of
many absurdities, and I criticised that Bill
on several cecasions in this Houss. I called
it a Bill for the multiplication of trivial
offences.  All this is now supplied by the
Liguor Bill passed by the Government last
session, so that there is now no need for the
Police Offences Bill. (Laughter.) There is
no need for a Police Offences Bill at all now
that we have the Ligior Act on the statute-
beok. (Laughter)) The Government passed
that Bill last vear, and I am sure they are
very prond of their work, but I say there are
some features in it too ridiculous for any
civilised community, and a friend of mine
in the North exnressed the opinion that he
brlievad the Bill had been mannfactured in
Woogaroo. (Laughter.) I will just give an
illustration, not only with regard to the
traveller, but the man who, on a Sunday,
drives 10 miles from town and goes to an
hotel for the purpose of having his dinner
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or his lunch. The law assumcs him to be
there for an illegal purpose, and the police-
mun can come and demnand his name and his
bLusiness. 'The reply of the apologists for
the Bill is that so long as he consults the
poticeman and tells him what he is going for,
wothing will be said. I ask: Why should any
free man in Quesnsland be subjected to an
indignity such as this? The Act places too
much responsibility and gives far too much
power to the unskilled police officer. A
young policeman, perhap: one who has ounly
been twelve months in the foree, may, in
the country, deprive a man of his liberty,
or, st all events, haul him up before the
court and charge him with being on premises
on Sunday or «fier hours with the view of
. doing an illegal act.
Mr. BoucHarD: Why did you support it ?

Mr. LENNON: I supported the imain
features of the Bill, but I did not support
the sbeardities in the Bill. Thke hon. mem-
Ler was prepared to oppose the whole hog—
he could so» no good in it. I supported all
the good that there was in it, and I voted
against all the ridiculous things in it. T
voted against the absurdity about not allow-
ing a mian to have a glass of bear on Christ-
mas Day when travelling on 2 steamer. Now
let me give au illustration from my ow
practical cxperience.

I was in Cardwel!l at
election time with some friends, and we were
walfing for the steamner to come along to
take s away. There is only ons hotel in
Cardwell, and I and a few others stayed at
this hotel until 11 o’clock. There was oxly
one policerasn in the town and one hotel.
Probably if there were three or fcur hotels
there would have been three or four police-
men. That is the wav the Treasurer would
look ab the matter. There was only one
policeman and one hotel in this town, and at
11 o’clock the hotalkeeper looked st the nolico-
man and said, with fear and trembling,
“Gentlemen, I =ill have to ask you to
derart.”” We could not even sit in the house,
and w2 had to stay on the wharf till half.
past 1 o’clock in the morning waiting for the
stecrer to take us aw What sort of a
law is that?

Mr. Bovemarp: That is not the law, and
yvou know it.

MMr. LENNON: T am rot answersble for
the law; I am only speaking alout the ad-
minis I sav the police there,

ion of it. I
and the police averywhere probably, huve g
wrong concepticn of the law, but thut is not
my fault. If these silly laws are passed and
you have young policemen chsrged with such
powers as are in the Act, then you will have
these absurdities, and I sey it is a blot on
the statute-bool of Queensland to have such
an absurdity as this. That is all I want to
say about the Governor’s Spesch, but there
arc a few other things that I want to talk
about. Hon. wembers have noticed that this
is a Speech that refers chieflv to farming
mattsrs. The Speech refers to the sugar
industry, and it deals with other matters
like the Stock and Produce Agents Bill, and
so on, and it looks like a bid on the part of
‘the Government to conciliate the so-called
fafmers’ party. I hope they will be success-
ul.

Mr. MoreaN: You admit they have done
'some good.

Mr. LENNON: I do not admit anything
of the sort. I do not think they have very
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much influence with the farmers of the
North, at all events. No more influence than
the Premier had in his great tour through-
out North Queensland when he was asking
the farmers particularly to vote against the
referenda proposals and to refurn John Mann
for the Herbert, and all the other pepple
who were representing his view of politics.
What sort of an answer did he get? ‘Why,
although the present and all the time mem-
ber for Herbert, Mr. Bamford—slthough his
electoraie was cut up so us to deprive him of
3,000 of his former majority, by reason of
Chillagoe and district being thrown into the
Kennedy, on the present occasion, notwith-
standing all the cfforts of the Premier and
of cthers who were going round there, Mr.
Bamford received a majority of over 5,000.
Mr. Forgy: Over 6,000.

2fr. LENNON: So I do not think this
balt to try and please the so-called farmers’
puarty of the Scuth will have any effect on
the farmers’ party of the North. The Pre-
mier has referrod to the fact that he was
very well received everywhere. Of course
this is not a matter of very great importance,
but I do not myself understand why people
should make a Loast about things that really
have no_justificution. He boasted on_his
refurn thut he was splendidly received in
the North. I happened to be present at his
meeting in Cairns, On several occasions I
happened to be in the same town at the same
time as the Premier, but I was not only in
sirns at the same time but I went to his
me=ting. {airns is a very Important town-——
I think it vanks as second in North Queens-
land; and though the Premier’s meecting was
well attended, on the platform was himself,
the chairman, and a newspaper reporter.
The great Liberal party zave him the cold
shoulder. That is the kind of reception he
c2lls & great reception.

Mr. BeucHARD : Where was the hon. mem-
ber for Cairns?

Mr. LENNON: The hon. member for
Cairns was in the Lizll too. The hon. member
for Ca had no business on the platform

that night, when the Premier wes telling
such tarradiddles as he indulged in. I will
give you an illustration of one of them.
When he got down to Arr he told the people
thare to be sure und vote against the refer-
enda, and he told them the Ayr Tramline was
w great suceess. 1 know more about the Ayr
Tramline than the hon. gentleman. It was
constructed by the three joint local authori-
tics there. It wes a greab success, and was
g0 successful indeed that when the Govern-
ment took it over it was paring 11§ ver cent.
on the capital outlay. The Premier told the
people there what a success it had been, and
that the Government has taken it over now,
and it will forrs part of their great North
Coast Railway; but had the referenda been
carried befors the tramway had been con-
structed, no such thing would have been
possible. 8o s=aws the Premier of Quesns-
land. As a matter of fact, the proposed
alteration of clause 51 of the Federal Con-
stitution dealing with corporations expressly
states—I have written it down for greater
accuracy— -

“ Corporations formed by any State,
municipal, or other public authority are
specially exempted.”

And yet the Premier told the people of Ayr
and the people of Townsville and the people
of other places that that would not have

Mr. Lennon.)
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been possible had the Federal referenda been
carried previously. That is the kind of thing
the Premier does. What did the hon. gen-
tleman say when he was at Innisfail nearly
two years ago, with his insane desire to
castigate the Federal Government? He
would stick at nothing to do that. At Innis-
fail the hon. gentleman said—we all felt
the deepest sympathy at the loss of the
“Yongala” about that time, when nearly 100
people lost their lives—the Premier after re.
ferring to the disaster in the most emotional
terms, said : “ Why does not the Federal Go-
vernment put a light there?” What was
the object of saying that? To make those
people Delieve that it was the duty of the
Federal Government to light the coast at
that time, when it is only within the last
few months that the Federal Government has
assumed control of coastal lighting.

Mr. BoucHARD: The Federal Governmens
had power to take it over.

Mr. LENNON: The hon. member is a
lawyer, and he knows that that has no more
to do with it than *‘the flowers thab
bloom in the spring.” I now come to a
matter of very great importance to the
district I have the honour to represent
—I refer to the sugar quesiion. The
Premier says additional mills will be built,
but he does not say what mills. The Premier
was good enough to state last night that the
Babinda Mill would be built, and in reply to
an interjection from this side he said the
Darrigi Mill had been turned down or re-
fused. I want to point out that the Darrigi
Mill has been agitated for ever since 1593.
Just carry your minds back. That is twenty
yoars that that mill has been agitated for,
and every Q(overnment that has been in
existence has promised that mill. TFirst of
all T would like to refer to the fact that the
Johngtone River was opened in the year 1869,

r. T. H. Fitzgerald was a surveyor by

rofession and_a sugar-grower by experience.
e had experisnce in Mackay, and he went
North in search of land and he settled on the
Johnstone River Valley, and the Johnstone
became the very home of sugar-cane. It is
an ideal spot as regards rainfall, and
has a richer soil than any other district in
the North is blessed with. So the agitation
went on. They got central mills elsewhere.
They got_the Mulgrave Mill, they got the
Mossman Mill, they got the Plane Creek Mill,
and they got a mill down at Nerang and one
at Moreten; all over the country, but no mill
could be got for the Johnstone River. Of
course, this disirict was represented for some
fifteen or sixteen years by a gentleman who

did not make very strenuous
[8.30 p.m.] efforts to get a mill.” is atten-

. tion may have been directed in
quite a different direction. I might point
oub to hon. members the reason, some people
think, that has caused the mill to be turned
down is that the Colonial Sugar Refining
Company happen to be in the vicinity. Pos-
sibly the hon. gentlemen sitting on the Trea-
sury benchss over there will not admit it, but
it 18 generally considered throughout the dis-
triet that T represent that that is the reason
why the Darrigi Mill was turned down. The
Government has promised it, the Treasu-
rer has promised it, and the Premier has
promised it over and over again, and, more-
over, it is the mill that people throughout
the North alwavs had as their first choice.
Darrigi stood first always. But I do not
want to throw discredit on any other dis-
triet. I was present at the Rabinda depu-
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tation, and shall ks glad to see that they got
their mill, and that the South Johnstone-
people got theirs; and I believe that the
Jarvistown people are going to get theirs, the
Government paying two-thirds. But Darrigi
will not get its mill, we are told. I would
like to point out that the Darrigi men are
nearly all poor men. Nearly 90 per cent. of
them, I suppose, are men working small
areas, practical farmers, the very sort of men
for whom the co-operative mill system was
designed. The Babinda country, however, is
owned by wealthy men.

Mr. Groties: The Secretary for Agriculture
said thai.

Mr. LENNGN: The land is held in large
areas there. I do not wish to say a.uythn}g
in disparagement of the district. The soil,
of course, will not compare with the Innisfail
soil, but hardly any soil in the North does,
and so I am not casting any slur on the
Babinda land when I say thst. On the-
South Johnstone—and I am glad they are
going to get their mill—a gentleman named
Frederick William O'Rceurke owns an area
of abour 12,020 meres, and other alkwentees
hold large .arecas. South Johnstone Mill
is granted, but Darrigi is refused. The
Colonial Sugar Refining Company will not be
interfered with by the South .Joﬁnstc‘me Mill
That company always look with envious eyes
on any agitation for a mill, but especially
did they do so on the agitation that was
carried on to establish a mill at Darrigi. It
is only about 2 miles from Goondi, where
that company is established, and here I must

. say that I very much regret that the Colonial

Sugar Refining Company has won the fighs,
The Government, of course, always favoured
that company. But I do not want to make a
mere sbatement; I would like to give proof.
The railway veyors when they came there,
first of all, recommended that the line should
go across the North Arm of the Johnstone
River, at_a point between the proposed
Darrigi Mill and Goondi. The Goondi people
They said that the navigation of
the river could not be blocked by the con-
struction of a railway bridge across it at that
point. The Government were appealed to,
snd the Secretary for Railways tried to in-
duce the shipping companies to reduce ths
height of their masts to permit of their
vessels going under the bridge. The shipping
company would not do it. The shipping com-
panies are a combine, and combines and
trusts huve a very friendly feeling for one
and the couipany said they could
‘modate the masts so that they could
go under the bridge, and the result is that
the survev hes been altered and is taken
8 north from Goondi, so that it ‘shall
have no connection at all with Darrigi. I
mention this fact to show the power of the
C'olonial Sugar Refining Company. It is a
well-known fact that delay has been caused
by this Government and by the preseding Go-
vernmeut, but particularly bs this Govern-
ment, of which advantage has hesn taken by
the Colonial Sugar Refining Company, who,
while the centra] mill agitation was proceed-
ing, did all they could to seduce many land-
owners from their support of it. And so
successful have thev been that the Premier
tells us that there is not sufficient land left
at Darrigi. .

The TREASURER: And you admit it by your
argument.

Mr. LENNON: I do nothing of the sort.
The hon. gentleman is a little too previous
in his remark. Some lund has been takenl
away, but the Government has lately opened
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some land at a place called Canal Creek--I
do not know whether the hon. gentleman
knows the place—which is within the central
mill area, and is so large that the land which
bas beon brought in is greater than the area
which has been taken away. So the hon.
gentleman’s argument tumbles down like a
house of cards. I wish to remind the House
that the Royal Commission appointed some
time ago reported in favour of the establish-
ment of a 10,000-mill at Babinda, a 5,000-mill
at Darrigi and a 5,000-mill at South John-
stone. The Premier promised in this House
and at Innisfail and everywhere else that he
would carry out the recommendation of the
commission. He knows that, and he remem-
Lers his promise that the recommendation of
the commission would be carried out.
Recently Dr. Gibson visited Darrigi—some
seven or eight months ago, I think—and he
reported in regard to this 5,000-mill, and he
said that in consequence of the splendid
quality of the soil it should be a 10,600-mill
instead of a 5000-mill. But he does not
count when the Colonial Sugar Refining
Company have to be considered. Theso
people at Darrigi have completed every
part of their cowmpact under the Sugar
Works Act. They have given their pledges
and signed the guarantes, and the hon.
gentleman has actually in the Innisfail
papers advertised, telling the people that
they cannot withdraw from the compact, yet
his leader gets up and tells us that the con-
tract cannot be gome on with because the
people have withdrawn from the position.

The TREASURER: Why do you not complete
the statement?

Mr. LENNON: I have completed the state-
ment right up to the hilt. A contract has
been established between these farmers at
Darrigi and the Government by the signing
of a staturory agreement, and the Govern.
ment should carry out that contract; but it is
apparently much mors agresable to them to
keep that beautiful district for the Colonial
Sugar Reiining Company.

An OppostTIoN Memprnz: Shume !

Mr. LENNON: Shame; I should think it
was a shame. I have already said that
Babinda and Jarvisfield are represented by
wealthy men, and wealthy men have the sym-
pathy of the Government. They always do.
This Liberal Government, this democratic
Government—as I have heurd it called by one
member of it—have no sympathy for the
working farmer at Innisfail. I know one man
who paid as much as £1,000 for his land in
this districi snd spent another £1,000 on
improving it, and has been practically
ruined.  But'what isthat to the Government ?

know men who have been holding on to
their land, wasting twenty or eighteen years,
at all events, of their lives, trying to exist
on their land whilst waiting for a mill, onls
to receive this kind of treatment from a so-
called democratic Government. It is no use
the Hon. the Treasurer trying to make out
that T have not told all the facts, because I
have. I have stated the case fully and fairly.

The TREASURER: You have not told all the
truth.

Mr. LENNON: I have told all the truth
as far as I know it. The hon. gentleman
has advertised in the papers and has told
people that they would not be permitted——
that they were forbidden to withdraw. I
have seen the hon. gentleman on more than
one occasion about this very matter, and he
promptly, to his credit, gave me his assur
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ance that no person who signed that guaran-
tee would ger his sanction to withdraw
from it. How ig if, then, for example, that
a member of this House has sold his land?
1 dare say he has held on to it longer thaw
anyone else; but other people, in the face
of that promise of the Treasurer, have been
allowed to withdraw from the agreement.

The TREASURER: Anyone who liked to get
out was allowed to get out. We could not
held people in an agreement of that kind.
The hon. gentleman knows it.

Mr. LENNON: The hon gentleman
knows what he is talking about—that when
an agreement of this sort is given and
people pledge their land as security for a
mill, they have no power to withdraw from
1, whether they like it or not.

Mr. Gruies: What is the good of the
agreement ?

Mr. LENNON: What is the good of the
agreement? The hon. members knows 1%;
he gave me his assurance in the first in-
stance that they would not be allowed to
withdraw. TFor purposes which I cannot
fathom—I am not familiar with the devious
ways of the Denham Government—why have
they allowed this thing to be trested in
that way? It can only be for this, and for
nc other reason—simply that the Colonial
Bugar Refining Company shall have it as a
close preserve for all time. The Premier
might get up directly and show what he has
done with regard to the railway scdieme up
there. We had the North Coast Railway
passed last year, one clause of which deals
with the line from Innisfail to Mourilyan
Harbour on a 3 feet 6 inches gauge. This
sanction of this
House, and the Premier goes up to
Innisfail, and by some way of cajoling or
bamboozling the people there has got
the:n to agree to have a 2-feed gauge
between Innisfail aend Mourilyan Har-
bour—1} miles across the Mourilyan syn-
dicats line—and run the whole thing on
the system of a 2-fect gauge, pointing out
that they have a network of 2-fest gauge
throughout that district. Ile came with the
intension- of getting them to abandon the
3 feet 6 inches gauge, which is theirs by
right. He came fortified with figures of the
result of the working of the Stannary Hills
2-fest gauge system, Farmers are very gul
litle, notwithstanding what the In, mem-
ker for Drayton says, and the Premier was
able to ecajole them in agreeing to this
thing. )

The TREASURER: You are trying to make
them: more gullible still.

Mr. LENNON: I am not, because I
opposed it. I said this plan was conceived

for the purpose of getting the whole net-
worlk of 2-feet gauge for that districb—that
lovely valley of the Johnstone—the Mou-
rilyan Sugar Company and the shire couneil
working together to run this system. It
wiil be conceived by and by possibly that
the Colonial Sugar Refining Company will
buy out the Mourilyan syndicate, and they
would then own the whole of the 2-feet net-
work railway system throughout the valley
of the Joknstone, and control the traffic of
the whole district, and the whole of the
people would belong to them body and souk
I say that the system of dual control is bad.
We have had instances of it already. The
hon. gentleman is familiar with 1t. A
Ingham, in my district, the Colonial Sugax

Mr. Lennon.}
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Refining Company and the shire council are
jointly concerned there, and the Treasurer
krows that it gives no satisfaction. He is
aware that for the last two years the shire
souncil has been trying to get them to sign
a fresh agreement, and he knows they
vannot suceeed.

“The Treasurgn: Will you tell the House
what happened?

2y, LENNON: The hon. gentleman was
very fair in the maiter as Treasurer, and
would not underiake to give any undue
facilities to the company, but he has not
yet been able to compel the company to
sign that agreement.

At 835 p.m.,

The CuatrmaNy  or  Commirrees  (Mr.
Stodart) relieved the Speaker in the chair.

Mr. LENNON (continuing): If I have
time I would like to refer to the Halifax-
Lucinda road. It is the only place in
Australia where a prosperous township 5 or
¢ miles from the port has no road to the
port. I referred to the matter last yeaxr
when the Thursday Island Waterworks Bill
was under consideration, and with the
permission of the House I will quote an
extract from the report in ** Hansard,” page
2206, of last year—

. “Mr. LENNON (#erbert) bad no ob-
Jection at all to the proposal, Lut wished
to know if cth districts similarly
situated to Thursday Izland would re-
seive like treatmeni from the Govern-
ment in case they desired to use the
oneys standing to credit in the harbour
dues fund for csrrying out some public
utility, such as was dore at Thursday
Irland.  He would like o get the sssur-
ance of the Treasurer on that point.

“The TREASURER: e could only
say that he regarded the question of
water supnly as one of great import-
ance, and any propesition received
would be treated on its merits; and if
it was at all possible the CGovernment
would give its assistance. If must be
understood that every proposition must
be & business proposition.

“Mr. LENNON: The Minister re-
ferred to water supply as being impor-
tant, but the ct he referred to did
not want any water supply; in fact,
they had too much water already.
(Laughter.) The proposal he had in
view wus the making of a road from the
township of Halifax to Lucinda Point,
a distance of 8 milss. The Halifax dig.
trict had good grounds for asking for
the Government assisbance in getting
that road constructed, as it was just as
necessary to them as the water supply
was to Thursday Island. He believed
it was the onlv instance in Australia
where & township 8 miles from a pore
did not heva a road to that port. He
hoped the Minister srould wive favour-
able consideration to this matter.

“The TREASURER: In the absence
of particulars, 1t was impossible to make
any promise, but any proposition—
whether it was for water supply or any-
thing else—would receive consideration.’®

There is an implied promise there.

The TREASURER: Oh, nonsenge !

Mr. LENNON : That anything of a public
character on all-fours with this should re-

[Mr. Lennon.
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caive similar treatment. The harbour dues
have accumulated for twenty years at
Lucinda until there is standing to the
credit of a trust fund the sum of £3,000
or over, and they have as much right to use
that money as the Thursday Island people
have to use their harbour dues for the con-
struction of waterworks. But is the hon.
gentleman prepared to state in this House
that a man must be a Government supporter
before he can get trust moneys so held to be
used for public purposes? Is the hon. gen-
tleman game to take that upon his shoulders,
because that is what it means? If the Trea-
surer doos not carry out his implied promise
he made in this House that each case which
is on all-fours will be treated on its merits,
what are we to asmsume? This case has the
ssma merits.  The road from Halifax to
Lucinda means just as much to these people
as the waterworks at Thursday Island to the
people there. They both have standing to
credit of a trust fund a sum received from
harbour dues, and if it is right for the people
of Thuraday Island to use the money for a
publie utility, is it not equally right for the
neople of ancther district to use the money
20 held for a public utility?

Mr. FoLEY: But the traffic is run by the
Colonial Sugar Refining Company.

Mr. LENNON: I thank the hon. member
for reminding me that the traffic is run by
the Colonial Sugar Refining Company. They
run it {or their own convenience. I have
stood on the wharf and seen a steamer
coming in only twenty minutes distance
away, but the train has run off to town, and
forty people hawe had to *“ doss” down on
the floor of the public-house there because
the manager of the Colonial Sugar Refining
Company did not think it proper to keep
the train swaiting awhile. The Government
are not only falling into line with what the
Colonial Sugar Refining Company wants, but
they have put Mr. E. B. Forrest into the
Upper Houvss—a gentleman who was rejected
by a Brisbane electorate only a year ago.
They have adopted the plan of putting in
men who are rejected by the people. Nob
satisfied with knuckling down and mak}ng
obeisance to the Colonial Sugar Refining
Compray abt every turn, as they have done
in. connection with Darrigi 3ill, they now
put 7. B. Forresi, the agimt of the company
in Queensland, into the Upper House, where
ke cen oppose demosvatic measurcs. They

+ going to form a farmers’ party down
here, and make thn people in Nesth Queens-
land Dbelieve that get justice in regard to
siugar-farming. There are peopls in North
Queensland who have wasted their lives and
suffered privations—they have carried 50 lb.
bags of flour on their backs 8 miles through
the scrub to their little place, and they have
lived there rear after vear in the hope of
getting the Darrigi Mill. These mon have
wasted their lives on the promise of this and
preceding Governmentz—hut no Government
is so mueh to blame as this, because they
promised to carry out the recommendation
of the Sugar Commission, and the Premier
promised at Innisfal that he would carry out
the recommendation of the Sugar Commis-
sion, and that he would build the Darrigi, -
Babinda, and South Johnstone Mills. The
other mills could follow in the time to come,
as no specific date was attached to their con-
struction, but he promised faithfully to build
the Darrigi Mill. He promised also that he
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would make a 3 feet 6 inches connection
between Innisfail and Mourilyan Harbour,
but he went there for the express purpose of
cajoling them into abandoning the 3 feet 6
inches connection in favour of a paltry 2 feet
6 inches connection. I say that the Govern-
ment and the Colonial Sugsr Refining Com-
pany were working together in regard to
this 2 feet 6 inches connection in order that
the Government might be relieved of =zll
responsibility. Now there iz no chance of
carrying the North Ccast Railway through

'_ch/:xt ct, and the finest beauty spot
in Qucensland-—Mourilysn  Har-
bour—is not to be made available to

tourists by the action of the Government,
By advertisements tourists are invited to
visit North Queensland to see attractions
like the Parron Falls, and Lakes Eacham
and Barrine, and yet the Government have
deliberately shut® travellers off from this
beauty spot. The Premier knows that he

Lthe

promigad the people a 3 feot 6 inches line °

publicly in mz hearing in Innisiail the same
night that he promised them ths Darrigi

Mill.
The PreEmizr: You are exaggerating.

Mr. LENNON: I am not exaggerabing,
and I challenge the hon. gentleman to show
where I have exaggerated one iota. I have
kept well within the mark. I would not be
permitted to say one-twentieth part of what
I feel in describing the tactics adopted
by the hon. gentleman and the hon. gentle-
men beside him in order to defeat the people
who were promised this Darrigi Mill. We
know very well that the Standing Orders
are brought in for the purpose of keeping
hon. members within bounds and for other
very necessary purposes, but words would
almost fail me, if we had no Standing Orders,
to describe in fitting terms the depths to
which those two hon. gentlemen have sunk
to defraud the Darrigi peonle of the mill
which they were promised. The hon. gentle-
man said that when I was addressing a meet-
ing at Innisfail I was indulging in heroics,
but, when he was addressing a meeting at
the same place, he indulged in heroics when
he referred to the wreck of the ¢ Yongala.”
If he accuses me of indulging in heroics,
what I could say of him would make him
squirm, and in doing so I would not neced
to exaggerate, but just speak the pnlain,
downright, naked truth. But unfortunately
the truth would not be permitted here—that
is the worst of it. (Laughter.) If I could
tell the whole truth, I would make the hon.
genileman squirm.

The PreEMIER: You would not be capable.

Mr. LENNON: The hon. gentleman is
more capable of squirming than I ami. He
squirmad to Xidston, and then he left
Kidston and squirmed back to Philp.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

hon. member’s time has expired.

The

Mr. LENNON: I am very sorry to hear
it. (Laughter.)

The TREASURER: The hon. member
who has just resumed his seat has worked
himself into a passion, and I think his action
to-night is a sufficient answer to some of
the charges he sought to make, in connec-
$ion more particularly with the Darrigi Mill.
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Mr. Lexxon: Charges which I have made
—not sought to make.

The TREASURER: I am making this
speech—charges which the hon. member
sought to make; but he has lost his balance
once or twice to-night, and surely it is quite
pardonable if he made mistakes. I generally
find, when an hon. member gets so excited,

- that there is a danger of his geiting away—

perhaps unconsciously ; and.probably on this
occasion—possibly unconsciously—the  hon.
member got away from the exact truth with
regard to Darrigi and with regard to certain
matters pertaining to Darrigl

Mr. LeysoN: Bulimba will
more.

The TREASURER: The hon. member is
very much concerned about Bulimba, but
Bulimba will take care of itself, The hon.
member has sought to have it believed by
the public outside that the Government o
Quecnsland have been influenced in their
gction in connection with Darrigi by two
things—first, by the fact that he. as the
representative of the district, sits on that
side of the House, and, second, by reason
of the fact—nus he alleges, but which allega-
tion he subsaquently disproved—that the
Colonial Sugar Refining Company are In-
terested in that particular district.

My, Forry: It looks very much like i, too.
Mr. LenvoN: I know they are.

The TREASURER : If tho hon. member’s
first allegation is correct, how is it that the
Government are going on with sugar-mills
in other districts represented by hon. mem-
bers sitting on the opposite side of the
House?

My, LENNON: Don’t mix up two things.

The TREASURER : An hon. member who
descends to such statements and implies that
the (Government have fallen so low as to
be influenced by that sort of thing surely
must be judging other people by himself.
The hon. membsr referred to certain agree-
ments which had been drawn up between
certsin farmers and the Government in con-
nection with the Darrigi Mill, and I inter-
jected that he had told only half the truth,
and I repeat that. Up to a certain point
the hoa. member was quite right. A request
did come from some of those who were
interested in the proposed mill to be all’owed
to withdraw from the agreement, and the
Treasurer at that point said, “No, you can-
ot withdraw.” But the hon. member knows
just as well as I Lnow that.subaqufntly,
When it wes found that it was impossible for
us to go on with the mill, the parbics who
applied o be released from the agresment
were promptly released.

My, LExsON: It never was impossible for
you to go on with the mill.

The TREASURER: The hon. member
came here apparently for the purpose of
making people outside believe that the Cio-
vernment were influenced by one thing. e
told only half the truth and not the whole
truth with regard to those bonds, and it is
utterly unworthy of the hon. member *o do
a thing like that when he knew what was
very different.

Mr. LexyoN: The Government breaks its )
promises; I do not.

Hon. W. H. Barnes.]

sxcite you
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The TREASURER: Then the hon. mem-
ber made the other charge—that the Go-
vernment had been influenced by the
Colonial Sugar Refining Company.

Mr. GiLes: So they were.

The TREASURER : I want to ask: What
has been the position with regard to the
Colonial Sugar Refining Company? The
Government holds no brief for the Colonjal
Sugar Refining Company.

Mr. LENNON : Doesn’t it?

The TREASURER: The hon. member
himself admitted that. The Treasurer was
not influenced by the Colonial Sugar Refin-
ing Company in connection with the agree-
ment.

Mzr.
loan?

The TREASURER:
blows hot and cold.

LeyNox: What about the tramway

The ‘ hon. member

Mr. LEnNoN: A different matter alto-
geltéler. You are trying to blow hot and
cold,

The TREASURER: I allowed the hon.
member to proceed quietly, and I think he
should allow me to proceed quietly too.

Mr. Gruries: Tell the truth.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

The TREASURER: The hon. member
knows why the Darrigi Mill has not been
gone on with.

Mr. LENNoN: Tell us the reason.

The TREASURER : He knows that it was
made impossible for the Government to go
on with 1t by reason of the numerous with-
drawals that took place in the district.

Mr. LENNON: You should not have per-
mitted it.

The TREASURER: I am told now that
we should not have permitted it—that we
should have said we are not going any
further with the mill, but you must stand by

your bargain. That would have

{9 p.m.] been an improper thing to do.

Then, the hon. member made an-
other charge. e quoted from “ Hansard,”
and said I made a promise to do a certain
thing.

Mr. Lexxox: An implied promise; quote
me correstly.

The TREASURER : Well, an implied pro-
mise. I shall quote exactly what I said, and
if the hon. member regards that as a pro-
mize, all I can say is that he is not capable
of clearly understending what English
means,

Mr. Lennoxn: Is that so?

The TREASURER: Yes. This is what I
said in answer to the hon. member’s ques-
tion—

“In the absence of particulars, it was
impossible to make any promise, but any
proposition—whither 1t was for water
supply or anything else—would receive
consideration.”

The maiter did receive consideration, and
we were made conscious of the fact that the
money to which the hon. member referred
was lying to the credit of a certain account,
and he knows as well as I do that it is very
likely that considerable dredging work will

[Hon. W. H. Barnes.
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have to be done at that place in_order to
provide for the large steamers which wilk
go there.

Mr. Lesvox: You have no right to say
that I know that, because I do not know it.

The TREASURER: The hon. member
cught to know it, and he should at any rate
have ordinary common sense. If he has not,
that is his fault, not mine.

Mr. LENNON : I rise to a point of order.
The hon. gentleman said I know that dredg-
ing work would have to be done there; I say
I do not know, and he should accept my
disclaimer.

The TREASURER: The hon. member
likes to give a little, but he does not like to
receive anything. (Government laughter.)
Generally he is good tempered, but on this

_occasion he is a little ruffled, and appar-

ently is not conscious of what he said him-
self. Although he tried to be very heroic
in this matter, he has signally failed in his
object, because he has allowed bitterness to
creep into his remarks. It is quite trans-
parent that behind his remarks there was a
strong desire to make a damaging charge
against the Government. But I shall now give
the hon. member for Herbert a little rest,
and address myself to matters pertaining to-
finance, more particularly to matters referred
to by the leader of the Opposition. That
hen, gentleman, I am sorry to say, did not
exercise the care which he usually exercises.
in making statements in this House. There
are two points which I wish specifically to
mention. First of all, the hon. gentleman
showed his want of knowledge with regard
to the actual position respecting the
£1,000,000 loan, and then he showed that his
prejudices against a Liberal Government
might lead him to sacrifice the best interests
of Queensland. In making that second state-
ment I am conscious that I am making a
statoment seriously affecting the leader of
the Opposition, but I think I shall be able
to prove it up to the hilt. The hon. member
said the Treasurer committed an awful
bungle in borrowing £1,000,000 from the
Commonwealth, that it was due early this
vear, and that the Treasurer renewed that
loan without any authority.

Mr., Lenxox: Vou had a whitewashing
Biil.

The TREASURER : I shall quote another
Act which gives the Treasurer ample power
to do what he did. I am sorry the leader of
the Opposition is not in his place t3 hear
my remarks. On the 9th July, 1912, His
Hxcellency the Governor assented to an Act
entitled “ An Act to authorise the raising of
money under any Government Loan Act by
the issue from time to time of short-dated
Treasury bills, debentures, or other form of
Government securitics, as and when occa-
sion may arise.”” 1 am exceedingly sorry
that the hon. member who occupies the im-
portant position of leader of the Opposition
made & statement without attempting to
verify it before making it to the House.
Section 2 of that Act says—

“For the purposes of this Act, the
term, ¢ Government stock ’ means and in-
cludes debentures, Treasury bills, and
any other form of Government stock or
securities having a currency not exceed-
ing five vears from the date of the issue
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thereof, and beaving interest at a rate
not exceeding four pounds per centum
per annum.”

The hon. member said the Treasurer had
done something which was absolutely illegal,
though there is a statutory provision giving
the Treasurer ample power to do what he
did in connection with that particular loan.

Mr. HarDACRE: The money was borrowed
before that Act was passed.

The TREASURER: I am exceedingly
sorry to say that the hon. member for Leich-
hardt is very sericusly involved in some of
his ideas, and that he appecars to be very
involved in regard to this particular matter.
The monecy borrowed previously was bor-
rowed—I am speaking from memory—in
April, 1911, and fell due in April of this
year, and we have izsued debentures for the
amcunt of that borrowing. It must be
patent to any hon. member who has listened
to the arguaments advanced by the other side
that in matters pertaining to finance they
consider it is our duiy to take whatever the
Commonwealth choose to give us. Appar-
ently aanything the Commonwealth Govern-
ment do is right, and a Liberal Government
ought to take what they choose to give, and
even fall down on their knces and say how
thankful they are for being whipped a little.
That is what hon. members opposite try to
defend in a Commonwealth Labour Govern-
ment. I am exceedingly sorry that the leader
of the Opposition was not here to hear the
position which he had fallen into in regard
to that £1,000,000 when he could have ex-
preszed the opinion—as I am sure he would
have done—that he had not been following
the Acts of Parliament as he cught to have
done.. I made another statement, and I re-
peat it to hon. members, because the leader
of the Labour party shows that he is so
prcjudiced against the Liberal party that it
leads him to sacrifice the best inferests of
Queensland.

Mr. LexxoN: Draw it mild.

The TREASURER: I think I shall be
able to zhow to the fullest extent how pre-
judiced he was in dealing with Savings
Bank matters. He told us deliberately that
because we had not opened our arms to the
Federal Government and allowed them to
swallow our Savings Bank that we had lost,
I think he said £169,000 by the transaciion.
_Mr. Guums: He did not use that expres-
sion.

The TREASURER: Of course he did not
use that expression, but he made it clear to
everybody who listened to him that the
Queensiand Government, in his judgment,
had made % mistake in not allowing the
Commonwealth Government to take over the
Savings Bank.

Mr. Ryan: I repeat it. I think so still.

The TREASURER: I am glad that the
hon. gentleman makes that interjection. I
say that any hon. member, if he seriously
makes that statement—whether it is made
by a member sitting on this side or on the
opposite side of the House—then I say he
is Zaeriﬁcing the best interests of Queens-
and.

Myr. Lexwon: No. Don’t talk nonsense.

The TREASURER : First of all, we were
asked to go into a contract with the Federal
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Government. We were to allow them to
take over a business which had been estab-
lished for many years and which had been a
successful business, What did they say to
us? They said, * Look, here is a going con-
cern, and we are just casting longing eyes
on your going concern, and for the sake of
taking it over we will allow you 75 per cent.
of new business, but we will certainly no’i,:‘
allow you a share in the management.
That is how generous they were.

Mr. LoswoN: What about a share in the
expenses !

The TREASURER: I will deal with the
question of expenditure later on. They said
to us, “ We will take your going concern ab
a discount of 25 per cent.” I ask, Is there
a commercial house in the c1ty_to»gla,y—'13
there a man engaged in business in the city
or elsewhere to-day who has a going con-
cern who will let someone from outside come
in and say, < We will take your business—
you must hand us over your business, a’r’xd
we will give you a discount of 25 per cent.” ?

Mr. Ryax: You are deliberately mislead-
ing us.

The TREASURER: I have not done yet..
I will show that instead of deliberately mis-
leading you—-—

Mr. Ryax: It is pure sophistry.

The TREASURER : Last night the leader
of the Opposition, in his speech, either de-
liberately misled us, or he did mnob know
the subject he was talking about.

Mr. Ryan: I know the subject I was talk-
ing about quite well.

The TREASURER: The hen. gentleman
was like the boy who said he knew his
lessons and he only gained 35 per cent. oub
of 100 per cent. Ile knew portion of them.
The hon. gentleman knew one portion, and
the major portion he did not know at all.
Yet here in this Houss the hon. gentleman
gets up and says that because this proposal
comes from the Commonwealth Government
we must accept it.

My. Rvan: No, I said if you had aFcepted
the Commonwealth proposal you would have:
bern £168,000 better off.

The TREASURER: I say that the hon.
gentleman is altogether wrong in that state-
ment, The hown gentleman told us a half
ryuth with regard to the transaction with
Tasmania. When I interjected, he said that
Tasmania had gone over, but he did not
say that there were two or three banks in
Tasmania. He said that the Savings Bank
had gone over in Tasmania. It is true that
one has, and that is the smaller one. The
hon. gentloman told us half the truth. He
tried to draw a red herring asross the trail,
and implied, with regard to New South
Wales and Victoria, that the .propos.al made
to thewe people was not identical with ours.
As a matter of fact they wore identical.

Mr. HamrpacgE: The conditions
different.
Mr. LEnvon : Be fair.

The TREASURER: Mr. Cann, the Trea-
surer of the New South Wales Government,
surely would not do an unfair thing to the
Labour Government of the Commonweal‘qh,
even if a Liberal Government would do it
Mr. Cann made the statement publicly that

Hon. W. H. Barnes.]
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if ho had accepted the proposals of the
Comuzonwaalth ~ Government he  would
have lost over £300,000.

My, Hairpacsz: The circumstances were
different in New South Wales and Victoria.

The TREASURER : The circumstances are
not at all different. This matter is of very
great importance to the State of Queensland,
and I want to read to the House a rather
long minute bearing on this particular sub-
ject, showing exactly where we would have
suffered in this particular matier if we had
consented to the transfer of the State’s busi-
ness to the Commonwealth.

Mr. Lexyon: Well, get to it.

The TREASURER : This is the minute—
“ After allowing for the rrofit and
loss account credit balancs, as desld with
in the prorosals, the not veult wonld
be thast the State would issue debentures
of a fese value of £5,080,285 in ex-
chango for Htste Government securites
of a face value of £4988146, resnlting
in a loss to the State of £112,187.”
Yot the hon. member doliborstelr stated
thas we epparently hed donc o v rong thing
by not doing whit the Comronweslth Go.
vernment suggested.,
Mr. Rvax: I said, *“ obviously.” I say it
again.
The TREASURER: I will show the hon.
gentleman something more—
“The annnal interest ravaldle by the

State 53y on the securities held by
the Havings Bank £175,768. The
amount which would be patable 1

debantures required by Commenwesith
is £181,834. to which must be added
nferest at £3 13s. 8d. per cent. on
£102,884, the profit and loss account
balance referred to above, £3,790, a total
of £185,624, making the additional annual
interest to be paid by the State Treasury
£9,858.”
I want to specially impres: the House with
shother phaws of the Savings Bank business.
Hon, members will remember that two.
thirds of the amount received on account of
Savirgs Bank had to be invested by the
trustees in Government stock, one-third being
left at the dirmosal of the bank, on which
they paid 3 per cent. interest. I will say
something more ahovt that later on. The
minute goes on— .

“The smount at eredis of the Savings
Bank current account, vin., £2,476,300,
is to ke hended over to the Common.

“weslth Bank, but *he proposals do nob
£ the State is to carry on
without this large halance to work on,
but merely ssys, ‘The State to have
first esll at current rvatos.’”
What are the current retes? Current rates
o fur as the Savings Bank is concerned are
& per cent., but current rates so far a: we
know from the Commonwealth are 4 per
cent. There is straight away a loss of a
very considerable amount in conneotion wih
tkat alons.
Mr. LENNON: Tt meunt the Savings Banks’
deposits current rates.
The TREASURER: The hon. gentleman
is tryving to excuse his friend at every turn.
Mr. Lenwon: It means Savings Bank
deposits, all right.
The TREASURER : The minute goes on—
“For State requirements on amouns
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paid as sinking fund in rederuption of
above debentures, provided the amounts
are not required to meeé the with-
drawals of Savings Bauk depositors, and
also to have first call on 756 per cent., of
the increased deposits at current rates.
s amount of the sink-
ing fund and 75 per ccnt. of the new
business would be quite inadequate to
meet the cash requirements of the State;
consequently, either a large overdraft

would have to be arranged for, which
at present
cent., or lo
coent.
2L per
ascount,

would cost at least 6 per
s raised at a cost of 4% per
Afier allowing the Savings Bank
¢ent.  interest on the current
the cush costs the State Trea-
per cent., as 1 per cent. 18
from the Government bankers.”
Now, boiled down, the position is this—
“The propeasals provide for a sinking
fund of 1 por cent., which would mean
an addilional antual charge to the State
consolidated revenue fund of £50,802.
“ Briefly suminarised, the result fo
the State if the propossls of the Go-
vernor of the Commonwealth Bank had
besn accepted would have been an in-
creased annual chargse of £172,094 for in-
terest on debentures and current account,
and provision for sinking fund, or, if cur-
rert cnsh requirements were raised by
loasns, £128,758; and a loss on deben-
ture account of £112.187, which would
have to be made good from revenue
fund.

above annual charges, viz.,
024 and  £128,759, represent the
interest at 4% per cent. on a capital of
£4,042,270 and £3,029,620, respectively.”

Mr. Ryan: What ave you reading ?

The TREASURER: This is another phaso
which the hon. member will not like.

Mr. Ryan: What are you reading ?

The TREASURER: That is my business.

Mr. RvaN: We want to know what you
are reading.

The TREASURER : Th2 hon. member will
not like this last paragraph.

Mr. Ryan: Who made it up?

The TREASURER: This is a State Trea-
sury document.

Mr. Rvan: You could net make it up your-
self.

The TREASURER: The hon. member
judges me by himself. This is another phase
that the hon. momber will not like, because
he has shown great antipathy to anything
pertaining to Quesnsland.

Mr. PerTraAM: That is an unfair statemens.

The TREASURER:

“The Savings Branch of the Common-
wealth Bank commenced operations in
Septemaber, 1912. The following state-
ment shows the transactions of the State
Savings Bank during the period Septem-
ber, 1912, to March, 1913 : —

No. of Amount to
Depositors. Credit.
As Ist Sept., 1912 ... 142,847 £7,445,052
As 31st May 152,289 £7,948,561
At 9.20 p.m.,
The Speaker resumed the chair.
The TREASURER (continuming): I think

that any hon. member who is interested in
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the affairs of Queensland will realise that it
would have been a suicidal thing tc have
handed over the State business to the Com-
monwealth Bank. 1 think i would have
meant a very serious dislocation with regard
to the affairs of Queensland, and might I
remind hon. members of the fact, which they
ssem to have forgotten—I ask, will the leader
of the Labour party say that it would be a
fair thing, with a view to meeting his friends
in the South and paying them more interest
on the money—would it be a fair thing to
hand over, not only that money, but to sar
to the men under the Workers’ Dwellings
Act and under the Agricultural Bank Act,
““ We will have to raise your rate of interest
because we have to pay more interest to the
Commonwealth ’?
Mr. Ryan: That is not correct.

The TREASURER: That is exactly what
would happen, and yet the hon. member gets
up in the responsible position of leader of the
other party, and says the State Government
have made a mistake innot handing over
the business to the Commonwealth. I have
proved most conclusively that instead of
making a mistake we did the very best in
the interests of Queensland by sticking te
them, and we are going to stick to them.

The PREMIER: It saved the workers 1 per
cent. under the Workers’ Dwellings Act.

Idr. Ryan: You will have to stick to them
now.

The TREASURER : Might T call attention
to some of the tactics that were pursued in
the attempt to get this business—tactics which
seem most extraordinary to me. I have no
word to suy against the manszer of the Com-
monwealth Pank here. Anyone who knows
him knows that he is a gentleman. But this
is the kind of letter that came to the Tres-
sury from the Commonwealth Deparment,
dated 20th February, 1913—

‘“For the information of the Gevernor
of the Commonwealth Bank of Australia,
I have the honour to request that you
will be good enough to furnish me with
a detailed list, as under, of the busimess
done at your various branches and
agencies for the months of December,
1912, and January, 1913.”

It is_almost inconceivable.  Then
specially detailed what they want—

“ Agency; No. of operations, depos'ts;

No. of operations, withdrawals.”

Of course you will readily understand that
we were not quite so green as to furnish +hat
information, even though the Commonwealth
Government asked that we might supply it.

Mr. LENNON: The Commonwesl*th Govern-
“ment did not ask anything of the kind.

The TREASURER : Evidently hon. mem-
bers opposite do not like the truth.
Mr. Giinies: Stick to the truth.

The TREASURER: At all events, the
answer was short and sharp. I informed
the manager of the bank that the ‘nformation
would not be given, nor will it be given.
Now, I want to deal with another position
with regard to the bank. What is the
position as a result of the successful manage-
ment of the bank? The hon. member for
Herbert made light—I admit it was more
particularly in connection w'th pastoral
maitters that he was speaking—he made light
of the faet that all men I'ked leaseholds. He
said the most successful industry in the State
of Queensland was an industry in which the
men held leaseholds, and he referred to the

they
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pastoral industry. I ask, What is the posi-
tion with regard to the man who wants a
home of his own? Is he satisfied with a
leass 7 do not think so.

Mr. WINSTANLEY : [ say, yes.

The TREASURER: All I can say in an-
swer to the hon. member who interjects is,
that it may so happen in his own district,
but, generally speaking, it will be found
that almost 99 per cent. desire to have the
parchment rather than have a leasehold.

Mr. HaArDACRE: Rather the reverse.

The TREASURER: What is the position
round Brisbanc? Would the people be satbis-
fied with lecascholdst Ave they not eager
to get their bit «f parchment? The very
success of the Workers’ Dwellings Act and
the Agricultural Bank Act has largely been
brought about as a result of the succesaful
managsment of the Savings Bank, and we
have consequently been able to help the
poorest meimbers of the community—the
vorkers—in the most practical way in which
it is possible to help them—namely, to get
homes for themselves. I think I have dwelt
sufficiently long upon that particular aspect,
and I think I have proved right up to the
very hilt the statement that I started out
with—namely, that the atiitude of the leader
of the Opposition showed that his prejudice
against the Liberal Government made him
ready to sacrifice the Dbest interests of
Queensland, as far as the Savings Bank is
concerned, and that his statement, instead
of being borne out by fact, was evidently
due either to a want of knowledge or a
want of sympathy with Queensland. Refer-
ences are made in the Speech to the financial
matters which, I agree with ths hon. member
for Huorbert, sre of the most serious import,
and 1 confess that, whilst differing from
the hon. member for Herbert in many mat-
ters, I recognisas that he took up an attitude
in connection with maturing loaus which
every memb=r of the House should take up.
Tirst of all, let it be said that no member
of this House, whether he sits on this side or
on the other side, is responsible for these
loans. That must be admitted, but the fact
itself remains that we have loans maturing
which must be dealt with by the Govern-
ment in a way that will not embarrass or in
any way hurt Queenzland, and 1 think,
therefore, it is pleasant to know that some
mershers oppos te, perhaps the whole of
them, are eoxcredingly anxicus that in this
particular matter the very best thing should
be done, so that when these loans have to be
fared, they will be faced in 2 way which
will not cause any serious loss to Queensland.

Mr. Rvyan: It proves that we have the
interests of Quesnsland at heart.

The TREASURER: This is outside the
(ommonwealth réxine, and concequently
they have a wider outlook. W'th re-
gard to these maturing loans, the Govern-
msut are taking every necessary step to deal
with them. I think it is onlv fair to the
commercial community and to those who are
interest«d in this matter to make that state-
ment to-nicht. And I do ne! for one momons
think—and I say this advisedlv—that with

proper care, and watching the

[9.30 p.m.] loans as we ought, we shall have

the slightest difficulty whatever
in making the necessary provision for meet-
ing them. But it does seem to me that
there is one thing that we should cartainly
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safeguard, and that is that in making these
renewals 1t should be carefully seen that all
the loans do not mature at one given date.

Mr. LeNvor: That is the present trouble.

The TREASURER: The hon. member is
quite right—that is the present trouble.
Three or four millions might have been com-
paratively an easy thing when compared with
the conversion of the laige sum that we
know has to be faced.

Mr. Ryan: We are prepared to help.

Tha TREASURER : I am quite sure, how-
ever, whilst thanking the hon. member for
his assistance, that we shall be able to
manage this business pretty well ourselves.

Mr. Ryaw: That reply is worthy of your-
self only.

The TREASURER: Then I am very glad
that the hon. member and I are agreed on
that point, at all events.

Mr. RYAN: It is not complimentary.

The TREASURER:
shake hands on that. ILet me say that the
State of Queensland is In a position in
which no other State in Australia is in to-
day. I think I shall not be egoiistical when
I say that the Government, by their action
in connection with the financss, have been
able to place the State in a position quite
egual to, if not Letter than, that en-
joved by any other State. I know that &
grest deal of criticism was hurled against
the Government when the ‘last £2 000,000
loan was raised, but I ask now whather the
Government were- not well advized, and not
only well advised, but whether they did not
do the right thing in accepting the money
that was offered to them? It would, I think,
in the light of after cveuts, have heoen a
very unwise thing for the Government to
have refused the money that was offered to
them at that time, becsuse thev possibly
would have had to pay very much more for
their money if they hed wailted. Notwith-
standing the criticism that has been hurled
at the Government along those lines, the
action they took has by after events been
proved to be thoroughly justified. I feel
sure that hon. members must have been im-
pressed when the Premier was speaking last
night by the very high position Queensland
occupied on that table in regard to the
fletation of loans, aud it showed exactly how
carcful management had resulted, so far as
Quecnsland was concerned.

Mr. LenvoN: Your trumpeter is not dead.

The TREASURER: And while the hon.
member for Herbert lives, I shall have a
good companion; we shall be in the same
street in that regard. The hon. gentleman
did seem drawn towards me, notwithstand-
ing his criticisins in one respect. Hon. mem-
bers who have followed the question of
finance generally, not only as it concerns
Queensland, but who have looked a$ the
old world and seen the demands made for
money, must recognise that there is a good
deunl of stringency in the money market. I
noticed a statement the other day that, in
connection with the Balkan war, a sum of
about one hundred millions would be re-
quired, and it is also a well-known fact to
everyone of us here, that China has been
borrowing largely, and that China has been
paying a very considerable sum for her
money. And money is like everything else,
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wherever the best price is bid there the

money will go, provided the security is
good.
Myr. LennoN: Even if the Labour party

were in power?

The TREASURER: I do not know what
would happen then, but I think that is a
very long way off.

. Mr. Lexnon : Bulimba will tell a tale.

The TREASURER: And I might remind
my hon. friend that, whilst they on that
side have been making references to Queens-
land, in the neighbouring State of New South
Wales, where the Labour Government is in
power, the people have spoken in no uncer-
tain way.

Mr. Bownan : You have got a Liberal Go-
vernment here, and the people spoke very
emphatically against you.

The TREASURER: The cne is a good -
cot-off azainst she oiher. When the hon.

pber for Chillagoe, Mi. Thmdpre, was
king, ho referred to the question of a

sp

)
yreatworks. It . noticeable fact that a
good deal of evitirism was hurled against
tiie establishment of another meatworks in
Queensland, and it is peculiar that the

iton snould ecome from thoze who are
-ing the grentest help from the estab-
meent of it I think it will be admitted
, ot any raie. the establishmend of these
saenbworks has mesnt the spending of a
arge swount of mioney, by whizh many per-
«ons have benefited.
Ar., Fouev: That is always the ery.

The TREASURER: It is a true state-
ment, nevertheless. So far it will be ad-
mitied that there hus been the expenditure
of a large sum of money.

r. Rvan: So far.

TREASURER: Ths hon. member for
Chillagoe #lso ¢uoted from Russell’s book
dealing with the American Meat Trust; but
I would ask whether the conditions are the
came hsre 25 they are in America?

Mr. Forry: They will be if things go on
as they are.

The TRUASURER: The hon. gentleman
skows that he has no knowledge oi the con-
ditions of the two places. In America the
railwass were conirolled by these meat com-
panics.  Hren assuming that the company
is an octopus, as the hon. member says it is,
anyone who has read that particular book
from which he guoted will know that any
troubie that was brought about there was
brought about by the control of the railways,
by the companies being able to side-track
this and sids-track that, and altogether hav-
ing the control of what wes the key to the
position. Now, is it likely that anything of
that sort will happen here? And we do
know this: that the Government of Queens-
land have ample powers to give a short and
= sharp shrift to anyone who did what was
not right, or against the bsst interests of tha
community.

Mr. Forey: Will they use them?

The TREASURER: The hon. memker
for Chillagoe used another argument, which
showed that, %o far as the prices of meat are
concerned, the two positions are not analo-
gous. In America, I think, all their own
meat is consumed there, and I think, too,
that if there was likely to be any trouble
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here we could deal with it by the impositicn
of an export duty. It scems to me that it is
the easisst thing in the world to deal with
it if anything of the same sort should
-happen to Queensland. And what has been
the experience in the past as to the coming
into the market of arother competitor? is
it not a fact that wherevor you have more
competition, there the man who is pro-
-ducing stock is going to get a distinet ad.
vantage? If there is only one persorn to
buy, he will give you just the price he wants
to give you, and nothing more. And the
fact remains, after ali, that it is the duty
of the State to encourage those who are
coming here to help us to build up our
industries. Have we come to the limit of
our cattle-raising or sheep-raising? And is
it not in the interests of the community that
we should do all we can to produce ss rouch
as we can?

Mr. HarDacre: They tried to buy up two
meat companies in Queensland; they might
buy up the whole Ilot.

The TREASURER: Is the hon. gentle-
man sure of his facts? We are told that
there are dangers in the meat company
coming to Queensland, but I do not hesitate
to say—I have said it on the platform and
I say it here again—that the greatest danger
that Queensland and the other States in
Australia have to face is the danger of
being controlled by persons outside Pac.
liament, who ave trying to dictate to Parlin.
ment what Parliament shall do. We know
that in Sydney the other day it was sought
to bring the McGowen Government to heel
by a body that had no responsibility in the
community. I say that the greatest danges
the State Parliaments have to face to-day
is the danger of irresponsible people who
are trying to direct and control those who
have been elected by the peunle.

Mr. BarsEr: Does not Badger control thi,
Government? (Oppesition ¢ Hear, hears!”
and Government laughter.)

The TREASURER: The leader of the
Labour party last night, evidently with a
desire that he might so far capture the so-
called farmers’ party, read out to them what
the Labour party, led by himself, were pre-
pared to do for the farming community.

Mr. Ryan: I did not desire to capture
the country party—I wanted the electors to
know the effects of our policy.

The TREASURER: I just want to draw
the attention of the House and the country
to the fact that the hon. gentleman did not
let the country know all the facts. I think
we shall have to know them by their fruits.
The hon. member for Harbert to-night made
referente to certain things that happened,
unfortunately, in Quesnsland about fifteon
months ago, and it seéms to me that if you
want to know people by their fruits, you
want fo judge them by their actions at that
particular time. I may be told that the
Parlismentary Labour party were not re-
sponsible, and yet it is very significant that
quite a number of that party were associ-
ated with those people on that occasion,
‘What did they advocate? And are these
the people who are going to be so friendly
to the farming community? They said on

[19 Juwe.]

Address in Reply. 95

that occasion, ““ We will tie up your butter;
we won’t let it be exportad.’” That was
one of the evidences of their friendship.

Mr. Bowuan: Have you mnot forgotten
that yet?

The TREASURER : Then they say, * Give
us preference to unionists.” That is another
way in which they show their love for the
members of the farming community—a man
has no right to live! By and by we shall
be told that because a man belongs to a
particular religion he will not be able to
live—will not be uable to get bread and
butter. )

Mr. Bowmax: Don’t introduce religion.

The TREASURER: Let me draw atten-
tion to another matter as evidence of their
desire to help the farming community. What
reception did men get who brought produce
into the market? They were told to go home
and let their produce perish. If they wanted
to get anything for a day or two, they were
told it was necessary in this free country of
Queensland to get a permit. Those are the
practical evidences we have of the friend-
ship of the other side towards the farming
commiunity and the community generally. It
would have been very nice if the Labour
party haed just sandwiched in a little of that
amongst the policy which the lexder of the
Opposttion read out; but very wisely he left
that out altogether. I just want to deal
with some matiers which were touched upon
by the hon. member for Brisbane. He made
some reference in regard to the dry dock. !
think the hon. member will admit that a
larger dock than e have in Brisbane would
be a distinet advantage to shipping people
coming here.

Mr. KirwaN: Hear, hear!
generally.

The TREASURER: There are several
things to be taken into consideraj:ion, and
hon. members who have been urging us to
go slow will at once see that it is important
when money is being spent to see that it is
spent in the direction which will be of the
greatest good to the community. It would be
a distinet advantage, in my judgment, to
construct a dock that would take larger
vessels, but the question arises whether mean-
while, with our limited capital in the loan
fund account, the money could not be better
spent elsewhere in the construction of rail-
ways and the opening up of country. A
great number of things could be done if
we re prepared to launch out indis-
criminately, and spend the money we have
in band. But I hold that that would be
suicidal policy. I think that the policy of the
Government should be to conserve as far as
possible the moneys we have—to make them
7o us far as possible when spending reascn-
able sums in reproductive work, and get the
very best for .the community, and not at
a later period to bring the construction of
railway lines to a standstill by any policy

For the city

of plunge meanwhile, which would mean
disaster in the long run. Hon, mem-
bers will agree that, while the dock is

a necassity, there are other things which
are more necessary in the interests of the
community at present. If money could be
got without any very great difficulty, it
might be a wise thing to get money for the
dry dock; but the dry dock is not the best
business proposition. There are things you

Hon. W.H. Barnes.]
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cannot exactly judge by the exact refurn
you receive from them, but it is a question
of selecting the direction in which the money
can be best spent; and whilst I agree with
the hon. member that a larger dry dock for
Brisbane would be a distizict advantage, we
may have to wait a little while before it is
brought about. Before I resume my seat, ¥
can only say that any hon. member who
finds in resding the Speech what is outlined
in it, cannot but think that the Government
of Queensland has realised its responsibility
with regard to Queensland—that it is not
attempting to cater for one particular class
of the community, but that it regards the
whole of the cominunity as under 1its special
care, and that it has brought ferward a
policy which, will mean, when worked out,
that it will be in the very best interests of
Quesnsland itself. I am quite sure that the
public generally will realise that in the
policy there is that which spells prosperity
for Queensland, and prosperity which will
be along the lines of retaining, and continu-
ing to retain, that Government which realises
that the people as a whole are the people
whose interests it is conserving.

Mr. GRAYSON (Cunningham): I move
the adjournment of the debate. *

Question put and passed.

The resumption of the debate was made an
Order of the Day for Tuesday next.

The House adjourned at ten minutes to
10 o’clock.






