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58 Adjourmnent, [ASSEMBLY.] Questwns. 

THURSDAY, 19 JUNE, 1913. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. W D. Armstrong,. 
Lockyer) took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock_ 

ELECTIONS TRIBUNAL. 

A:I.!ENDED PANEL OF ASSESSORS. 

The SPEAKER r!lported that, owing tO-­
inadvertence, the panBl of assessors under 
the Elections Tribunal Act, which he laid 
on the table of the Hous!l on Tuesday, was 
incomplete, and he now laid upon thB table· 
an amended panBl of assessors, consisting of 
the following members :-James Allan, 
James Crawford, John Theophilus Gilday, 
John H uxham, James Larcomoo, GBorge 
Hugh Mackay, William McCormack, Henry· 
Moreton Stevens, Edward Granvile Theo­
dore, Thomas Welsby, Robert Godfrey Wynn• 
Williams, Vernon Winstanley. 

PAPERS. 

The following papers, laid on the table, 
were ordered to be printed:-

Rules of Court under the IndustriaL 
Peace Act of 1912. 

Regulations under the Industrial Peace· 
Act of 1912. 

Regulations under 
Machinery and 
1908 to 1912. 

the Inspection of 
Scaffolding Acts, 

Additional Timber and Quarry Regula­
tions under the provisions of the· 
Land Act of 1910. 

QUESTIONS. 

\YORKERS ON WALLAL-TOBERMORY RAILWAY. 

Mr. COYNE (TVar1·ego) asked the Secre­
tary for Railways-

" ·what is th0 average daily number of 
men engaged in the Wallal-Tobermory 
railway extension during the months of 
March, April, and May of this year?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hen. W. T. Paget, ]£ackay) replied-

" March, 154 men; April, 238 men;. 
May, 236 men." 

UNE~IPLOYED AT MACKAY. 

Mr. COYNE asked the Premier-
" 1. Has his attention been drawn to 

the Press reports of the distress that 
exists amongst the hundr!ldS of unBm­
ployPd at Mackay at the pres,nt time? 

"2. If so, what action, if any, has he 
taken to relieve the said distress?" 

The PREMIER (Hen. D. F. Denham; 
Oxley) replied-

" 1. I have made personal inquiries­
into the matter. 
"2. I have given the necessa1·y in­

structions to the local superintendent. of 
labour." 



Questions, [19 JUNE.] Questions. 

PHYLLOXERA IN QUEENSLAND. 

Mr. HUNTER Vifaranoa) asked the Sec­
retary for Agriculture-

" What action, if any, is being taken 
by his departm!)nt to eradicate vineyards 
affected by phylloxera in Queensland?" 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. J. White, Musgrat•e) replied-

" No steps have yet been taken to en­
force eradication of the affected vinD­
yards; and this has been done upon the 
advice of Mr. F. de Castella, the viticul­
turist, of the Department of Agriculture, 
Victoria, who inspected the affected dis­
trict, and did not recommt'nd compulsory 
eradication. Further, the district has been 
quarantined, the conditions of which will 
be found in the '1Government Gazette ' 
of the 14th January, 1911. A fumigating 
chamber has been established in the dis­
trict, and no fruit from that district is 
allowed in the market unless accom­
panied by a certificate of fumigation." 

At a later stage, 
Mr. HUNTER asked the Secretary for 

Agriculture, without notice-
" Will he lay on the table of the House 

a copy of the report to his department 
by the Profe,sor of Agriculture, Mr. 
Castella?" 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
replied-

" I have no objection to laying it on 
the table, but I do not intend that it 
should be printed." 

AGREEJJENTS TO FREE PEAR-INFESTED LAND. 

Mr. HUNTER asked the Secretary for 
Public Lands-

" Will he lav on the table of the House 
copies of all ;Lgreements entemd into by 
him on behalf of the Government of 
Queensland with individuals or com­
panies for the freeing of pear land in 
terms of the Prickly Pear Destruction 
Act of 1912 ?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. J. Tolmie, Toowoom•ba) replied-

" A copy of the agreement with Mr. 
0. C. Roberts in respect of an area of 
100.000 acres of land near Dulacca is now 
laid on the table. This is the only 
agreement yet made under the Act men­
tioned." 

I move that the paper be printed. 
Question put and passed. 

ACCIDENTS IN MINES. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY (Quecnton) asked tho 
Secretary for Public Instruction, for the 
Secretary for Mines-

" 1. Is it the nractice of the Mines 
Department to allow six months to elapse 
after a breach of the Mines Regubtion 
Act before taking action? 

" 2. If not, why was this the case -in 
reference to an accident in the Brilliant 
Freehold, Charters Towers? 

" 3. What is the usual method adopted 
by the department in cases of this de­
scription?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION (Bon. J. W. Blair, Ipswieh), 
for the Secretary for Mines, replied-

" I. No. 
" 2. Special circumstances nece_ssitat~d 

additional inquiry after hearwg m 
warden's court. 

" 3. To take action as promptly ae. 
possible." 

HOURS OF RAILWAY EMPLOYEES. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY asked the Secretary 
for Railways-

" 1. Has Regulation 433, which keeps· 
men on duty from 6.30 a.m. to 10 p.m., 
been brought into operation? 

"2. If so, on what parts of the State 
railways is it to operate? 

"3. What extra 'pay is granted for this· 
extra se1:vice ?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
replied-

" 1. This regulation has been in opera­
tion for years. 

" 2. All parts of the State. 
" 3. None. Duties go with the ap­

pointment and are only required . for a 
minute or two at the actual pass1ng of 
trains at camps, and then m;ly when 
specially instructed to do so m accor­
dance with Regulation No. 433." 

STATE SAVINGS BANKS AND EMPLOYEES. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY asked the Treasurer-
" 1. How many new offices have been. 

opened during the presen~ financial yea:r 
for the transaction of Savmgs B'ank busi­
ness? 

" 2. How many new officers have bt;en 
appointed (a) from outside the serv10e 
and {b) f~om other departments? 

"3. What amount has been spent in 
advertising?'' 

The TREASURER (Hon. W. H. Barnes, 
Bulimba) replied-

" 1. 161. 
"2. (a) From outside service, 16; from 

Commonwealth, 20; probationers, 9. 
(b) From othc·r State departments, 3. 

"3. £1,290 2s. 3d." 

PROPOSED RAILWAY TO CECIL PLAINS. 

:Mr. RYAN (Bareoo) asked the Premier­
" 1. Has any proposal been before the 

Government for the construction of a 
line of railway to Cecil Plains? 

" 2. If so, by whom was such proposal 
brought forward? 

"3. Was any proposal placed b<;>f?re 
the Government with regard to· ra1smg· 
the cost of the construction of such a line 
of railway; if so, when, by whom, and 
what were the exact terms of such pro­
posal? 

" 4. Will he cause all documents con-· 
nected directly or indirectly with any 
such proposed railway to be laid UJ?On 
the table of the House at the earhest. 
possible opportunity?" 
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The PREMIER replied­
" 1. Yes. 
"2. and 3. See answer to No. 4. 
o( 4. YE..S." 

PERMIT FOR SINKING ARTESIAN BORE. 
Mr. HAMILTON (Gregory) asked the 

Treasurer-
" Will he lay on the table of the House 

all the corre,pondence between the 
Treasurer and Mr. G. E. Bunning re his 
obtaining a permit to put down an 
artesian bore?" 

The TREASURER replied-
,, Yes." 

YANDINA RACECOURSE AND RECREATION 
RESERVE. 

Mr. RYAN asked the Secretary for Public 
Lands, without notice-

" ~Will he lay on the table of the House 
all papers and communications re the 
appointment of four additional trustees 
as pu'•lished in the ·Government 
Gazette' of 31st May, 1913, for the Yan­
dina Racecourse and Recreation Re­
serve?'' 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Han. J. Tolmie, 1'oowoomba) replied-

" Yes." 

PROPOSED REDUCTIOl'< OF RAILWAy 
FREIGHTS. 

llr. HUNTER (Jfamnoa), in moving-
. Tlu:.t, in the opinion of this House, 

the frmght char0cs u1 the Quc·Jnsland 
Go\_: rnn.r~nt raihn1:y" arP exces·..;iy(> and 
require roadjushnent on long-di~tance 
YatoB, \'it~~ a Yit:Y\Y to a general reduc­
tion, for the following rca&nns:-

" 1. They are inimical to the host m­
terest nf the man on the land; 

" 2. The>' ret:~ rei clo:_ei' settlcm,mt rn 
t!1e interior ; and 

" 3. ~'.re a serious handicap to that 
development work so essential to 
the progn .·· and prosperity of the 
State," 

7 1id: In ri rng to 1110\r£ this re~olu.,ion, I 
do ::'0 U'3 OU0 bt lon2,1llg' to tho gr, at unde­
v~l.oped \Vest~and al J, I 1na: say, as a 
crtrze"l :of (lne~D8land-a:_1 I have everY con­
fidem~' in asking th.•t ilwisible body called 
the "country party," r,,; \Veil as other n1em­
bers of thi; House, to join me in giving this 
rnatter then~ Yory scriou.~ cvnsid~:-ration. 

0Pl\JSITION !vlE~IBERS : Hec.r, hear ! 
Mr. GRAYSO": Will :·ou join us? 

Mr. H"GNTER : \Yhen the han. member 
ha.s told me \Yhere th~}: ~re to be found, 1: 
mrght be prepared to ]Om them, but until 
they matcrialisu, I am afraid that I shah~ 
haYe to re· _<tin where I am at nre.,•ent. 
. Mr. BEBBINGTON: Somebody ha;been "pull­
Ing your leg." 

Mr. HUNTER: However I have no cle­
s!re to dic.cuss th.·~.t partv 'at the present; 
time. seeing that it is not a party at all_ 
I ask not only the wembers of tha: invisible 
l.w.cly, ~ut every mem~er ?f this House, to 
]om wrth me. m consrdermg this very im­
portant questwn. It may be said, and it; 

[M'T". Hunter. 

has been said in t.his Home before, that 
this ic. a 1natter \\hie h concc~rns the Coin­
nu·:::,Ioner ior R.ailway·"'· I hold tha( it is 
too big !"t 1natter for the CoL·n;.1issioner for 
RailwaYs to deal with. The Corrrmissioner 
has hi• orders from the Governwent, and 
it is a 1nattcr of indiiiorenct? to hin1 what 
those orders are; he has to carry them out. 
If th~ Government of the clay say that they 
"-ish their raihvn '" to return a profit of 
10, or n1or2, per -cent., then it is his busi­
n<-•<B to trv and obtain that rev• aue for 
them. If, ~on the other hand, the Govern­
ment ··.av that thev are satisfied to let the 
railways. be used~ to the biggest possible 
advantage, and return a nominal interest on 
the capital in,-pctECI. then I pre swne he is 
quilB prepared to do the salrle thing. It is 
simply a m1ctter of the policy of the country 
as to ho•~. the railwavs may he best made to 
serve the pcopl·~. Xow, it may b0 urged­
and I ha.-e heard the cheap jibe thrown 
cera- the floor of this Hom"~that becuuse 
1. and other llWLlhers advoc~.te a reduction 
of railwa:' freights, it oulcl be an advan­
rage to m. a·, distributors in c""ertain dis­
tricts. Anybody >vho knov:s anything at all 
J:l.bout. such a quc~tion kno\\~ that such is 
uot th<> usP; that the carriage of goods is 
added to j b 'ir cost and passed along, so 
that the reta il.\r Oi' whole :aler is absolutely 
-,.--ithCc:.tt profit or loss in that respect, either 
one "•• ay or the other. ~·,s a matter of fact, if 
hG doc; ;,rake an:· profit rt rll it is when the 
freights are hir:"h. becau ·e the adL1cd profit 
goes on a higher cost, so that cheap freights 
mean no mor<' profit to the retailer, rather le:•s. 
Having cleared these various matters aside, 
I hope that ,,,e shall face the matter, not as 
'' party House, but as body of repre•,,nta­
tivr..; d~ ",:irou) of a''certainino: \vhat is de­
sirable in tho intcrc',ts of t.L;:- co1nmunity. 
Vv'P on thi~· side claim-and o. similar claim is 
maclo on the othor ,.:de of the Hou<0-that 
11 r• dc,ire •a see Qw'cnslancl mttled; we cle­
sde to soe larger and great''" production ; 
W< want to SE\e the lands which ar.· to-clav 
becor·ring info· ted with pear made into 
fr rms that are proclucin;: wealth for the 
State. 'l'he proper way to do that is to 
see that nur railways are made to serve 
the con ~try, and to c;ive clv ap land, and 
cheap a-ld rapid access to market to those 
'"ho are on tho·o lands. 

Qpp(l')ITIOK J.lE:.\IBER!:!: :fi~ar, hear! 

Mr. H"GNTER: Having adopted that 
as a policy, I think it will not be hard to 
prov" to this House th; t we are not doing 
that for the people who are b3ttled along 
our rc,ih>J.vs. and those w:1o are not on the 
raihca"s a; all. In the absence of water­
'' a ,~s, · sc1eh as we flncl in Queonslar:cl, the 
on!:- po:sible va:v to a market is by Ltil­
way. Our railways must be the art'lries 
over whirh the life and progr, :s of our coun­
try will 1nL,, and for that rea··on the neces­
sity for railways is great; and after h.-wing 
built thf'·n, it is still a greater necessity that 
those ,~ho are living alongside the railways 
and require to use them should he able to 
do so at the lowf'st cost. We have in 
Quern•land, above any other State of the 
Commonwc.1lth, provided railway communi­
cation. O·~;r railways go from four different 
centres along our coast and extend out into 
the country. Unfortunately, a great quan­
tity of the lands along these lines are held 
in fee-simplP in large areas, and are not 
used for agricultural purposes-they are, 
however .. used for the raising of stock-and 
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we have spent over £30,000,000 up to the 
end of lasG year in the eonetruction of the>e 
raihva:, '· Las;, year, I understand, from the 
figuiTS ,,. hich I have obtained, th.J"t 4.021 p•'r 
C· nt. v.·a:: re"Sur:..:.::d to Qu\'"ensLtnd OYi'f the 
whole of her ;,_y:;tom of raih-,·a:y;:; after 
pa)·ing -working (---::pt~nse~.. It \'vill be 
admitted that thi•· is "" excellent rdurn on 
the capital cost-it will pay inte,-cs' on the 
whole construction-and vhen it io rernom­
berod that this return corned aft~r we have 
had very heavy losses on fresh raih1 ays, and 
railwa}"s which are not paying--

The PRE)fiER : I think in that you are not 
quite correct. 

.:V1r. HUNTER: I am taking the figures 
from the Commiscioner's mport for last ydar. 
If I am wrong, I am only too pleased to 
be corrected. We have railways pa3 mg very 
handsome returns on their cost. Take, for 
in5tance, the VI' arwick to Goondiwindi line, 
which pays £5 16s. per cent; Pittsworth to 
Wyreema, £4 3s. 4d. per cent.; Cunna­
mulla to Gowrie Junction, £5 14s. ld. per 
cent, ; Archer Park to Longreach, £6 ls. lOd. 
per c!lnt. : Townsville to Charters Towers, 
£6 lSs. lOd. per <'ent. ; and Charters Towers 
to HughPnden, c£10 Ss. 3d. per c~nt. Those 
arB among the be"t paying lines that we have, 
and are largely trunk railways. Then we 
have some non-paying lines, and the•,e, we 
find, are noticeable more in the vicinity of 
the metropolis than anvwhere else. We have 
the Ip,wich to Dugandan line, paying only 
.£2_ 7s. 2d. per <'ent. Then we have the South 
Brisbane t-o Manly line paying £2 19s. 5d. 
per cent. 

Mr. CoYNE: They duplicated it last year. 

Mr. HUNTER: That line "ao" duplicnted 
last year. Then "·e have the South Brisbane 
to Southport line, paying 13s. ld. per crnt., 
the Man!" to Cleveland line-which has bc•_'n 
separated by the Treasurer from the other 
part--

The f<ECRETARY FOR RAILWAYf': It was 
always done. 

:Mr. CoYNE: No, it was not ah, ays done. 

Mr. HUNTER: I do not think that was 
a! ways done, but that is a very small m•1tter. 
On the Manly to Cleveland line there i~ a 
loss of £3 Ss. 3d. per cent., on the Pen­
garry Junction to Crow'• Nest (Toowoomba) 
18s. ld. per cent., Emerald to Springsure 
£1 Os. 7d. per cent., Emerald to Blair Athol 
Ss. 5d. per cent. ; on Bowen Railway, which 
cost £182,991, there is a loss of £1,671. The 
Nankin Junction to Broadmount Railway 
which cost £185.214, shows a profit of 18s: 
7d. per cent. The line from Ravenswood 
Junction to Ravenswood, costing £96 136 
only paid lOs. 4d. per cent. Those fig;,.re~ 
~how _that Queensland has invested money 
m rarh\ ay ventures which are not giving 
an adequate return on the mone-r invested 
in them, and the Government" are not 
spreading the loss over the whole of the 
people of the State, but are charging heavy 
raws on the great trunk lineJ to make up 
the deficits on the non-payi·;g lines. I hold 
that that is not the correct policy to pursue. 
If Queensland has made bad railway inve,,t­
me':ts, then the people of the State are 
entitled to make good that loss. It is not 
good po'icy, nor is it consistent with the 
principle which should be adonted in build­
ing railway~, to do what is being done. The 
object of constructing these railways is to 
open up the country and to give the people 

who are out in the countl7 an opportunity 
of getting to their markets "'' c!:'eap_ly and 
as expeditiously es po.·sible. If that IS what 
is intended, the Government are not_ carry­
ing o•.Jt the idea. I undentand that In New 
Zc.Jand a system v.ao adopted where, w~en 
a railw..t-;- paid over 3 pu· cent., a reductiOn 
wac• i: >t!intly made in the freights and fares 
on that Iarlway. If we were to adopt_some 
system like that, I think we wou!d find that 
there would be an immense mcrease of 
sctt],ment a,ong our railways. It is a very 
sE>rious matter to Queensland that we have 
long lines of ;·aiiway a]oi].g which there are 
very few noo'1le sett!ed. Of course, I shall 
be told by the Secretary f?r Railwa:y:s that 
there is going to be a big slump 111 the 
railway earnrnvs if this motion is given 
effect to, and" the Treasurer will say, 
" Where a,n I to find the money to make 
good the loss because a reduction of 10 
per cent. on the whole of the earnings will 
amount to something likE; £300,000 P<;r a';'· 
num ?" But, if you notiCe, my motwn IS 

not to ask for a reduction on the whole of 
the earnings of the railways, but ~imP!Y 
on the freights. I consider a reductwn m 
the freights mor:e important even than a 
reduction in the fares, because passenger 
traffic is largely a question of travelling for 
pleasur~? or convenience. Sometimt''i, of course, 
it is a matter of busin<"'•S, but ppople who use 
the railways need not do eo unless they please. 
It is a different matter with regard to 
freights. The reduction on the freif!"hts would 
be something like one-half the amount . I 
have mentioned, or about £150,000. It Will 
be for the Treasurer to find some method 
of making good that loss, and I might sug­
gest one. There are large tracts of l":nd 
along the railwaJs which are not bemg 
used and the owners of those lands might 
be c'alled unon to contribute something to­
wards the amount nece•sary to make good 
this loss in the railway earnings. Perhaps 
that would be the best method that could 
be adopt.:d. \Vhat I want to make clear 
is that the s;stem of charging high railway 
h-ei'Shts is liugoly re3ponsibl!" for t?e s~op­
page of a lot of settlement m the mterwr, 
and, what is more, it goes a long way 
towards prevc·~ting people, when th~y go on 
the land from carrying out the Improve­
ments ne~e<sary to make their holdings p~o­
fitable. Both those things ar.e very undesu­
able and it is not in the interests of the 
Stat~ that they should be continued. It is 
all very well to find a prosperous city _lik& 
Brisbane· but Brisbane cannot contnwe 
to prospe~ if the country is going bac);:. It 
is not th2 fine streets nor our magmficent 
wan·houses and manufactories that spell 
prosperity; ti:0v arc merely the. reflected 
·,,,·ealth of nrirnan production. It IS the pro· 
duction of the broad acrn in the interior 

'and our mine'' and so long as-thece continue 
to prosper th~n all other tl-rings nvry be 
added to O'U "'8 dth. If Vf' look at the his­
torv of thB United State: of Ar:wrica, we will 
find that it is not her factoriBs, her great 
cities, nor her warehouses that l·ave made 
her the wealthy country that she is to-day. 
It is the ;cohr :tt and the hogs and the 
cattle and '-he ,,11o0n comirg from her broad 
prairies that have made her the prosperous 
country shP. is in regard to accwnulated 
wealth. I am not speaking about the dis­
tribution of that wealth-that is another 
matter. I am speaking of the wealth that 
has been produced, and what is true of the 
United States applies with equal force to 

Mr. Hunter.] 
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Queensland. Unfortunately, we are not 
making the progress we should be. There 
is a great deal of country lying idle, and, 
although great efforts are being made to 
rid a great deal of that country of the 
pear, what is the use of it after it is cleared 
{)f pear if it is not going to be settled? 'I'he 
pear will just spring up again. I am not 
saying that we should not clear it, but I 
say that when we do clear it we should 
take very good care to see that it is im­
mediately occupied, or else it will fall back 
into the state it is in to-day. It is no use 
building railways if those railways are 
going to charge freights that make it pro­
hibitive for people to go and li ·-e in tnat 
Western country. We find the Government 
bringing immigrants to Queensland by every 
ship, but we find very few of them out in 
the back country. They are chiefly settling 
in the neighbourhood of Brisbane. I heard 
the other day of a gentleman who occupied 
a house for which he paid a rent of 12s. 6d. 
a week. Later he was asked for 15s., and 
then still later for 17s. 6d. a week, and 
finally he got notice to quit. He asked the 
landlord what it meant, and the hnc1lord 
said, "Well, you have to go. You cannot 
pay the rent I am going to get for the 
place. As a matter of fact, I have let it 
for £2 a week to three new arrivals from 
home. I am getting the rent from one of 
them, and he is collecting it from the rest." 
That is what is happening in Queensland t,_,_ 
rlay. 

Mr. KIRWAN: The introduction of the slum 
system. 

Mr. HU::\ITER: We are introducing into 
Queemhwd a lot of immigrants. I am not 
sa'l"ing anyching against them, but they are 
not desirous of going out into the country 
:tnd m.1king bomBs for themselves where 
homes ca•1 be ·n1d0, nor Hre the Government 
offering them the inducements to do so that 
they should. It would be of much greater 
advantage to the State if ''" set our minds 
on inducing people to Eettle on our lands 
instead of attempting to do a lot of the 
things the Government are talking about at 
the present time. It is no adv mtage to us 
to have some 300,000 or 400,000 people m 
Brisbane-over half the population of 
Queensland. 

Mr. FORSYTH : Don't exaggerate. There 
are only HO,OOO people in Brisbane. 

The PREi\IIER: Not one-fourth of the people 
of Qu•~nsland a,r,, seJtled in Briobane. 

!'h. HUNTI:R: There are over one-fourth 
-I think nearer o:1e-third. 

The PRE~IIER : There are not ne.1rly one­
fourth. 

Mr. HU)JTER: Well, I "ill allow the 
correction to be uade. Even onf-fourth are 
too me.n,,~ to remain in Bri.1bane. 

The PREMIER: I quite agree with you 
there. 

Mr. HUNTER: Y<ll'y much too many, 
and, i[ we take .all the other ports along the 
coast, we will find tha,t we am not v-ery 
much better than they •are in Syc!ney with 
regard to the centralisation of our popula­
tion. I think that is very undesirable. That 
is largely due to the fact that the cost of 
living out West is much greater than it is 
on the coast. Ministers must know that, be­
cause almost every officer in the Northern and 
Western territory wants to get to the coast 
on account of the extra cost of living out 
there, and are asking for Western allowance 
when they cannot. WS? know that the extra 

[Mr. Httnter. 

cost of livino- there is variously estimated at 
from 12~ to 2o per cent. If that is .a fact, how 
c 'm 0·ou expect people to go into the outside 
districts, select land, underbo tho hardships 
"hich they have to endure, and generally 

to perform the herow work of 
[..: p.m. J pioneering when they have to 

pay a penalty in the ~hape of 
excessive railway freights for . "'\mng. that 
world Not onlY is thB cost of lrvmg higher 
in the interior "than it is down her0, but 
persons e<'ttling there have to pay more f<:r 
the articles they require_ for improvi.ng t~eir 
homesteade. :For pumpmg plant, wmdmills, 
fencing wire, ploughs, harrows, c):laffcutte_m, 
galvanised iron, and !'I! those thmgs whwh 
are nBce ,·,"-ry for their work, they have to 
pay excessive charges for bringing them 
over the railwav. 
, The SECRETAR~ FOR PullLIC LANDS : And an 

excessive duty to gBt them here. 

. Mr. HUNTER: W<e all kno\: that a duty 
has been imposed on imported machinery of 
all de,criptions but ,,.~ also know that an 
e.ttempt h>t- be~n m.ade to bring about what 
is called "new prot.ection," whereby pro­
vision is made which will prevent the person 
who use:, machinery that is locally produced 
bein,.. ovcrchnrged on account of that duty. 
1 he duty is Imposed for 1'1e J?Urp.ose of 
building up various manufacturie~ m the 
Carrnnonwf'alth, and an:·one who tr•'.vels the 
streets of Brisbane at the present time .and 
sees tho number of manufactured artwles 
which are made within the State will recog­
nise that it is a good policy. I am with the 
Government whatever Government it may 
be who says they want to build up within 
au~ own borders the means of feeding and 
clothing oui· own people. During the time 
the hon. member for Townsville, the Han. 
R. Philp, v i1s Premier a reduction of som.e­
thing like 10 per cent. was m':de 111 the rail­
way freiv.hts, but afterwards m.creased !ates 
were impos0d, and since then railwa;-, frei!'hts 
have been as they are at the present tim.e. 
For manv year< it has been suggested m 
Queensland that we sh<:mld adopt. the zone 
"' .otem in connection with our railways. I 
do not say the proposal has been made h~re, 
but that it has been discussed at varwus 
times in various places. ·while I have not 
sufficient knowledge of the zone system to say 
that it is tin ''i""ht one to adopt, I am of 
opinion. that if "\,-~ are 1:o annihilate distance, 
if we are to bring our vVestern and Northern 
country within d] ".tance of porLs, we must 1~9 
r.·rcpand to give the man :"ho goes o~t 0'1 
the land such frei' L:s u ,nl! enab_Je him to 
bring his stuff to port for very little mar·~ 
than it cuts m0n who arc settled at a shorter 
distance from a port. The zone system has 
been adopted in c\ur,tria-Hungary, and a re­
port has been furnishei to the House of 
Commons on the workins- d the system there. 
Th~ SEC~ETARY FOR PUBLIC L"NDS: It has 

been tri:'d also in New Zealand. 
~·Ir. HUl\TER: Yes, but the New Ze':'­

land s· +'m, apart from the zone S'J~Pm, IS 
as hir a svstc·r1 as could be adopted m rml­
W<LY mana;;.ement-that is, to reduce freights 
when the "profits from a r:silway are above 
a certain level That ie a declaration that 
the GO\ ernmen"t e,re not desirous of making 
,.,,venue. out of the raih a: .o, but ar<; .o::>lY 
desirous of using them e.s publ~c utih~Ies, 
asking from them no more than IS su;ffiment 
to meet the working expenses of the J;ailways. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: What about 
inter!Jst on the capital? 
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Mr. HUNTER: I, of course, include in· 
:terest on the capital invested as part of the 
!Working expenses. In the " Encyclopedia of 
.:Social Reform " there is an article on the 
;zone system in Hungary, which is of interest. 
It says-

" Tickets are sold by zones, and are 
good for all stations within the same 
zone. The first zone runs from 1 to 15 miles, 
the next from 16 to 25 miles, and so on, 
the steps in making the bigger zones 
being longBr, and beyond 140 miles all 
stations are included in the same zone. 
The rates are 10 cents third class on or­
dinary trains and 12 cents on express 
trains for ·each zone. If your journey 
takes you over two zones, as, from a 
station in zone 1 to a station in zone 
3, you pay 20 cents (or 24 cents express). 
If you cover five zones you pay 50 cents 
{or 60 cents express), and you can go 
any distance for 1 dollar 60 cents (or 
1 dollar 92 cents express). For local 
traffic special rates are made, 4 cents to 
the next station from where you are in 
the sarne zone, and 6 cents to the second 
station. 

" For short distances the rate is about 
1 cent a mile or less; for long distances it 
runs down to about ~ cent a mile. If we 
had the same rates one could go from 
New York to Chicago for 3 dollars in­
stead of 20 dollar~, and from New York 
to Philadelphia for 32 cents instead of 
2 dollars 50 c.ents. We cannot expect so 
much reduction, of course, because costs 
1<re greater here, but that difference 
does not rBquire six to eight times 
higher rates. 

" The zone rates, as compared with 
the previous rates in Hungary, caused a 
reduction in fares of 82 per cent. on the 
longest distances and 50 per cent. on the 
medium distances, 60 to 200 miles. The 
average reductio11 in the charges per 
passenger was about 50 per cent. on the 
whole traffic, and the stimulus to travel 
was so great that the business much more 
than doubled thB first year, as is shown 
in the table :-

Pas•)ongers. Pas~enger 
lteceiPts. 

August, 1888, to 31st 5,684,845 $8,800,000 
.fulv, 1889 

A.ugust;l889, toJuly,1890 13,456,712 $~,020,000 

" The simplification of the tariff was 
immeme. Tickets are sold like postage­
stamps at the post office, hotel', etc. 

" In Austria also the zone system was 
an adrdirable success, but th0. rates were 
set too low at the start and some increase 
was necessar:,. The principal companies 
hav0 also adoptnd the zone system under 
' soft pressure ' from the Government. 

" In addition to the zone tariff therf) 
is a system of f 'CCursion tickets and sea­
son tickets in books of 30 to 60 each, at 
very low rates, amounting to about one­
third to one-half of a cent a mile in 
many cases third clasr, and 1 dollar 2 
<lents first class-600 miles of travel, for 

·example, for 2 dollars 68 cents third cl~ss 
and 5 dollars 36 cents first class, 1,200 
miles for 4 dollars 80 cents third class 

.and 10 dollars first class. Large discounts 

are madB on weekly tickets for working 

m~,nThe zone idea is not applied as a 
complet.P system to freight traffic, but 
the principle of tapering r'_'tes, or l?wer 
mileage charge-" for long distance;;, IS ~n 
use and special rates are made as m 
Ge;many and Belgium; and agriculture, 
education, etc., are encouraged by very 
low rates. The farmers can buy trans­
portation stamps and bill their goods at 
home by a very simple system." 

Without further delaying the House, I wi~h 
to sav in conclusion, that I feel that this 
matte; is of such great importance to the 
people of Queensland that it is worth the 
while the members of this House spending 
some time in considNing what is the best 
policy to adopt ~ith regard to railw:ay 
freights, and what IS the best use to wl;rch 
we can put our r·ailways. At the present trme 
I am of opinion that some declaration of the 
sort is nece3sary. If we arB to umderstand 
that the railways exist for the sake of saving 
the Government from raising the necessary 
taxation for carrying· out the work of the 
'Government well, it is right that the coun­
try should lmow. But if the raUways are 
thtre for the purpose of opening up the 
country and settling the people who 
wish to be settled on the · land away 
in the interior, and for the purpose 
of making those railways serviceable 
for all, then I say that the system that 
we are adopting at the present tii)le is not 
Nlculated to bring about that result which 
was expected. I hold that this House does 
not approve of the former idea at alL It 
is not in keeping with the ideas that are 
generally held throughout the country. The 
general idea is that the Government build 
the ruilways to open up the country and to 
serve the people, and in my opinion that is 
the proper thing. I do not think it is a 
proper system for the Government t<> adopt, 
as they are doing at· present, to raise money 
by charging high railway freights. I say 
that the right s;~tem for the Government to 
adopt is to tax the people directly so that 
they will know ·exactly what they are payi~g 
to the Government, and then the people wrll 
be able to judge if the Government are deserv­
ing of the money they are given to spend in 
the administration of the affairs of the coun­
trv. In doing so I think this House will 
affirm the resolution which I havf) now very 
much pleasure in moving. 

Mr. GILLIES (Eacham) : I was waiting 
to see someone else rise, but I have great 
plea.sure in seconding this resolution. I 
think that the question of the adjushnent 
of freights is a matter that ;honld certaialy 
be done on a scientific basis. I think :t is 
an axiom with regard to freights al'l over 
the world that an article carrie-:! on a rail· 
way-whether .it is a private railway o<r a 
public railwa:c-should be charged no more 
than the article c,•n bear. Some articles 
can afford h pay T'10re than other articles. 
I am convinced from my little know­
ledge of Oueensland freights that they are 
not framed on a scientific b-.-,is. I am not 
prepared to sav that under the existiP R" Act 
of 1906 it would be a good thing to bring 
about a general reduction in frei·.;hts, see· 
ing·that the lines built under that Act have 
to be guaranteed against any loss, but I 
am quite convinced that the time has ar· 
rived when a more equitable adjustment of 

Mr. 'Gillies.] 
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freights is. necessary. It is possible that a 
reductiO'! m the preser.t freights will lead 
to man:y of our railwa0 s paying. For in­
s~ance, m the timber districts thm:e are some 
tunb< r• that ccmnot be placed on tho marlmt 
boc1_1use of the exccssiYe freights. ThM rs 
so m my own. district, and it is not only 
due to the ra~lway freights, but it is also 
d!le to the existence of the shipping com­
bme whiCh chatges for log timber fr01a 
Cairns to :Melbourne three times as much as 
what the timber can be brought to Mel­
bourne from North America. There are a 
number of timbers in the North which would 
fii_~d a rc1 dy market in the Southern dis­
tnctr-, and the freight on the•,e timbers might 
be reduced, and in that way encourage the 
t1~1ber 1nen to place more timber on the 
railways. 

Bon. R. PHILP: The freights on timber 
are very low. 

Mr. GI~LIES: I admit that possibly they 
are low In some cases bnt in other case's 
they a:e possib!y too high. What we want 
to do IS to arnv~ at a sc~edule of r,·eights 
so t~at each particular artiCle will bear the 
portwn of the freight it is able to carry 
I certainly think that the zone system should 
also be. adopted. I think-although J am 
not qmte sure-that the zone system ha~> 
been adopted m New South Wales. By the 
zo!le sys,em I '!'ean that a man living 10 
mrle" from a railway >yill not pay as much 
as _a man l1vmg 5 miles from a railway. 
It Is a difficult problem under the existin~ 
law, but I . indulge the hope that th~ 
1906 Act wlll be reviewed this session, 
because ther~ are a number of anomalies in 
that Act whc.ch I refened to last night that 
should be ;re_moved. Under the zone cc\stem 
the man hvmg close to the railway ~·hould 
r:ay more _for hie, gooJs than tnc man 
hvmg 30 miles from the raihva1. That will 
place _the man living 30 miles' away from 
the. railway on the same footing as the man 
hvmg close to the li,Je, and thus promote 
settlmYJent. If the 19C6 Act were abolished 
altogether. and . a new A<'t drafted on 
more eqmt 1 ble hnes. I am quito convincf'd 
that the prosperity and develonment of this 
co_uLt· v would be increased. f quite agree 
WI~h the mover of this resolution that the 
ra!lways should not be run for profit. The 
rmlways are the same as the roads and are 
placed there for the good of the count-ry. I 
am pl':',1se4 that the mover has not included 
far~s m h1s motion, but has confined it to 
f:cmghts. I think if the Government are 
smcero-and especially that portion which 
represents the tail, the so-called farmers' 
party-~hat thee: will realise the nece,,eitv of 
SUJ?portmg this resolution that h.1s fo; its 
object the benefiting of the primary pw­
~ucer. Another matter which is : f 51 Pat; 
Importance to the farmers who are called 
upon to guarantee certain line' of railway­
was. that referr.-d to by the mover of the 
motwn. who said that there are larg-e areas 
of land .suitable for settlement still to be 
f~mnd lymg-. Idle along- the existing railway­
hues. I thmk that the Government which 
passed the 1906 Act would have been wiee 
if thcv had provided that the men who 
benefited bv the existir.g railways shnuld 
also be called upon to pay a certain trx. 
T~at has ~een sug-gested by the mover of 
th1s resolutwn. That will to a great extent; 
not on _I v over~ome the difficulty of freights, 
but will prov1de land for the land-hungr\>' 

[Mr. Gillies. 

pevvle, and provide also, as the hon. member-· 
for Fassikrn suggested, hnd for the immi­
grants who are bemg brought out here by the 
Government. If the Government are de­
sirous of carrying out closer settlement, they 
will consider tHat suggestion and adopt 
some system of taxation for those who have 
received the benefit of railways without, 
being called on for any guarantee, and yet 
they do not put their lands to the be,t pos­
sible use. I have much pleasure in second­
ing the resolution now before the House. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. W. '1'. Paget, Mackay) : The hon. gen­
tleman who introduced this motion took it as 
his text that the rates on the Queensland 
railways were excessive. He also quoted a 
number of returns from the Commissioner's, 
report with respect to the net return on 
oortain sections of railway in Queensland. 
The han. member said that thll whole of the 
earnings are boxed together and they pro­
duce the net interest on the capital ,expended. 
I think I am quoting the hon. gentleman 
correctly, and the hon. gentleman's contentioR, 
was that if the railwav from Gowrie Junc­
tion to Cunnamulla produced a certain rate 
of interest laJt year which was in excess of 
the rate of int!lrest chargeable on the capital 
amount expended on that particular section, 
that therefore the rates and fares on that 
section of railway should be red~ced. It is 
very difficult for one, momentarily, to follow 
the han. member's contention. He spoke to· 
this effect : that settlers in the West were 
very much handicapped owing to the rates 
of freight that thcv had to pay. The hon. 
member also said that if the rates on goods 
and produce throughout Queensland were re­
ducC'd by some 10 pC'r cent., then the loss to 
the Treasury would b<> about £150,000. The 
hon. member contonded that the passenger 
fares and the goods rates were about equaL 
I think the hon. member didn't go further 
than that. If he turns to page 6 of the Com­
missioner's report of last year, he will find 
that the coach traffic produced £857,018. 

l\1r. HUNTER: That is the net earnings. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
No, the gross earnin;;s. When we consider 
that the grocs earnings on the railways last 
year weru £3,032,000, we will find that in­
stead of a reduction of 10 per cent. amount­
ing to £150,000, it would mean a loss to the 
Failway Department, and consequently to­
the Treasury and the gen!lral taxpayer of the 
State, of £217,000. 

Mr. HuNTER: Turn to Table 13-the last 
figures. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I can assure the hon. member that I am quot­
ing from the Commissioner's report, and that 
is .,, hat it would mean. I c:tnnot, therefore, 
congratulate thll han. member on being cor­
rect in connection with his figures. The hon. 
member also stated that this is a big ques­
tion of public policv. I grant that it is a 
hig que,,tion of public policy as to whether 
our great business conc'lrn in Queensland is 
to be run on lines which are economic, and 
rnn on something like business lines in the­
P'"neral interest of the people of the State. 
Those of us who use the railways of the 
R•ote must comider those people who do not 
nse the railways, and if there is a consider­
able loss accruing on the working of the· 
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.railwa.vs, then that loss must be made up by 
the general taxpayer, as it has been made 
up year in and year out almost ever since 
the railways of Queensland have been built. 
'l'he hon. member based his argument upon 
the fact that the railways were paying more 
than the working expenses and interest. In 
1907-8 thG actual charge on the consolidated 
revenue fund was £46,169; in 1908-9 thG 
charge Wa'' £81,901: in 1909-10 it was 
c£!108.255: a·cd in 1910·11 thHe was a profit 
of £76,279; while last vear the char;;e on the 
cc·nc.olidated rcYenue fund was c-£56,209 on 
rl10 gcterul tax.payeT. I a111 (1uo·i:i:Dg fron1 
the tables in the Treasurer's Financial State­
ment of 1912, page 41, Table A, Queensland 
railways. · 

Mr. I:!UXTEI:: That is not a fair ;,:·gument. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
We are disc..;ssing the QucPnsland railways 
:md the qLH•stion as to whether the rates 
nre exc"'' iYe that are being charg!'d by the 
Haihvu:;· Commi•sioner, who is the llitthority 
who clu,rgcs the p·-~blic thP,--.,__' rates and col­
krt.s the monev. The hon. member further 
stated-I think' I took his figure~ correctly­
that last year the Queensland milways paid 
4.21 per C<!nt. 

l\Ir. HUXTEn: 4.021 per cent. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\YAYS: 
I misunder.;tood the hon. member. The Com­
rnissioner' s report, at page l, says that the 
amount N.rncd by ~he raih,·ays is C<!"'al to .£4 
( ;. 5d. per cont.-which is probablv 4.021-
upon tho ~'"'>ital invested on railv;avs now 
op ···: to tr~ffic, and is 9s. 9d. per c0nt'. lower 
than last year. 

Mr. HUNTER: Look at Table 11. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Tho hon. member in quoting that return of 
the CommiE,ioner's has forgotten that the 
Commission0r lws hitherto~I hope he will 
not in future-alway<; based his interest re­
turn upon the actual sov~reigns that are 
f·Ypended upon railway t··Jnstruction in 
Queensland. 

Mr. HUNTER: It is not fair to the railways. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
As a matter of fact, there is a little item of 
about £1,750,000 that interest has to be paid 
on. If we r nr>1 to the Treasurer's tables­
for the Trf'af nrer charges the Hail way De­
partment intere:'t on the whole of the money 
they received, inclmive of depreciation­
what do we find? Th~t last year, instead 
of a net return of £4 Os. 5d. per cent., which 
is on the sovereigns only that were expended, 
the ;1et return. o': the capital expend< d, in­
dudmg depreciation and the moneys which 
had been sp<ent on unopened lines, was £3 
9s, lld. per cent. If my memory serves me 
c?rrect!y, th:' interest returned on the open 
lme•. mchr !Vo of depreciation was about 
<; 3 15s. 6d. p<>r cent. As a m~tter of fa -..t, 
the Queensland r':ilways last year paid in­
t<'re<t ?D. tho capital expended, inclusive of 
dcpre:'>ahon, and they also paid about 
~E?'-.000 tow·uds the interest on canital that 
~ad born ex)wnded on unopened lines, leav­
m~· a h~_lance, as I stated just now. of some­
thmg hke x56.000. When we have that 
condit;on oz things-that the railways, for­
tunatPlv owmg +OJ good seasons, and, I sup­
P"S<'. also <omewhat to the good management 
of the office1·-~when we. fortunatelv find 
·owinR" to these circumotances, that the rail: 
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"ays are ju;t about paying interest and 
their working Bxpens~s in good seasons, how 
< an wo poso;1bly say that the charges :"re 
excessive ·c If the charges were excessive, 
then I olaim that the railways would not 
only be paying thf'il· way, but they would 
return a very big ;:Uill to the rrre::tSUfY SO aS 

to lighten the burden of taxation on the 
people. 

J1r. O'SrLLIV.\.X: \Vhat is thC' percl•ntugo 
yo a char~e the ra::.1\Ya:. J vn the l nToYred 
;uone.; '! 

Tho SECRETARY FOR IUlL \Y A YS: 
The percentab j. is ·worLed out Uy the Trea­
,__,ury on the average inh'rf""'t payahlt: on the 
whole of the moncvs borrowed. I think it 
is about £3 13s. 9d.' per ~ent., but just now, 
o\:rin.~:, tv L.1oney costing us 1nore than what 
it did prior to the last two years, the per­
ccnt•·ge will be raised somewhat. 
~.h. O'ScLLn A::\: I think that £3 18s. would 

be nParer the marl<. 
;\,lr. KIRWAX: It will be over 4 per ceRt. 

pr;~sent!y. 

The SECRETARY J:<'OR HAIL\VAYS: 
Tho hon. ni.Cinber also spoke in 1 unnL\ction 
··~"ith the zone syHtenl, and he gave us so~ne 
Ycrv int.~rc::iting inforn1ation in connPctron 
\Vi.._h the zone sv~,tcrn as it applie;:; to .... ~u;.,­
tria-Hungary. 'i'his is a question that has 
not < "capcd th' attention of t],,, officers of 
the Eail'·' a\ Depart:,·cn', but it is an ex· 
trcm,Jv diificult onG to deal with in a 
sparsei'y SL\ttL_ d connnunity. It i· a ql:!-?s-

tion that can be more reamly 
[4.30 p.m.] dealt with in countries which 

are more closely populated, as 
the older com.tries of the ·. orld are, but 
where we have to deal with a ccuntr; like 
Queensland in "hich there is somewhat !C>ss 
than one soul to cver:c square mile of land, 
it beco:n0s cxtremelv difficult to handle. 
And it is also very difficult 1Yhcre we have 
to find the interest on our capital, for how­
ever much wo mav wish to reduce fares and 
freights, and however popular such a movG 
''auld be-and such a move 'Yould be popu­
lar if on~> is to judge from the experience of 
•.omc 'ears agv-six if my memory serves 
me co~rectlv~"'\vhen the increase on railv;,·ay 
fareC! and 'freights o£ 5 per cent. put on 
about eight or ten years ago was taken off, 
other duties are cast on the Government 
and the administrative officers who run 
these railwavs, and one of those duties is to 
find cufficie-;,t returns for their services, 
whatever those services may be, so that the 
finanr,3s of the State may not be unduly 
loaded. 

Mr. RYAN: You don't suggest that the holl. 
member is seeking popularity by this motion, 
do you? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
No, not for one moment. I would not for one 
moment sug~cest that any han. member would 
SPd< pcpularity b:v such· a motion. (Laughter.) 
I give the hon. member credit for a zpal to 
rPdnce the £;,res and frei~hto on the railwavs, 
especially on lho'-'J railways between Cunna­
mulla m,d Gowrie Junccion-in the intPrPsts 
of clos:cr settlPmPnt. Ard I tongT1tut-dt· th~ 
han. member that in tJ.,e opcr"inf: of his speech 
he called upon the members of the f"rm<•rs' 
party to support him. 

1\lr. RYAN: To show their sincerity. 

'fhn SECRETARY FOR Hc\ILWAYR: 
Exactly so. 1 understand the. extremely high. 

Han. W. T. Paget.] 
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and patriotic motives which actuated him in 
calling on the members of that party to 
assist him. It is quife right that hon. mem­
bers who represent country districts should 
do all they possibly can to get the best terms 
for their constituents. 

2\Ir. HFNTER: It is in the interests of 
people in the city, too. 

The SECRETARY FOH RAILWAYS: 
)Vhether it is in, the interests of the people 
111 the city espeCially ·nr not, I repeat that it 
is quite right that members who represent 
country districts should endeavour to get the 
very best terms they can for their constitu­
ents, especially in regard to railway fares and 
freights. But hon. members will also take 
into consideration the fact that if, year in 
and year out, there were a very big deficit 
on the working of this great business of ours 
in Queensland, to which about 79~ per cent. 
of the total loan indebtedness of Queensland 
has been allocated, if that great service did 
not return anything like the interest that 
were chargeable to it, these han. gentlemen 
would have to consider how the balance was 
to be made up, and their constituents must 
pay their sJ:are of that balance, and especially 
those constituents who pay income tax. 

Mr. HUNTER: What about the people who 
have no responsibility? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS· 
Quite a number of the railways in Queens~ 
land do not pay. 

Mr. HuNTER: \VIiat about them-Manly, 
for instance? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS· 
~he s!'me rates must apply equally to all th~ 
lmes m Queensland. That is the proposition. 
Th~ Commissioner is not allowed, under the 
B;ailway -:\cts, to differentiate against one of 
his constituents as compared with another. 
~~nd surely han. members would not be will­
mg to tax people who are not in a position 
t_o pay heavy taxation and at the same time 
!Ighten the burdens of those who an· enjoy­
mg good rates-not exr.ossive rates-and are 
able to bear the rates which are bein,. 
charged to thGm for the railways they use. = 

Mr. HUNTER: Do you think it is fair to 
make the people in Cunnamulla pav for the 
loss on the Manly Railway? · 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS­
It is not a question of the people of Cunna.::. 
mulla or the people _of Roma; it is a qurstion 
of Gov.::rnmer:t pohcy, in conjunction with 
the consideratiOn of what is best to be done 
for the whole of the people of Queensland. 
We can, of course, quote innumerable in­
stances where lines. have paid well, and one 
line has paid 18 per cent., but it doe9 not 
follow that the rates and fares should be 
reduced o~ that line. The bon. gentleman',-, 
argument IS that the rat<·9 are cxcecsive and 
that they should be reduced on some lines 
It is rather a d_ouble-barrelled argument, and 
;vhat. I w,~uld hke to ask the hon. gentleman_ 
Is this : Is he aware that during the last 
few years the percentage of exp,onditure to 
reyenue ha~, bPen vf'.''"Y largely increasing in 
this .State? For, if the percentage of e'C­
P!"l1diture to revcnut.' gTf'atly increase:~, then 
It means ~hat either the rates and fares ar(~ 
not. suffiment, or that the point has been. 
reached where the railways do not becom<e• 
a paying business propos~tion. Now, whfl.L 
!>as happened during the last few vears? Dur-
111(! the last three years the wages of the 
railway men have been, quite rightly, in­
creased by about £140,000, which is equal to 
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4 and 2/3 per cent. on the largest railway 
revenue that Queensland has ever possessed­
that is to say, the revenue last year, of 
£3,032,000. 

Mr. HUNTER: Do not forget that Cunna­
mulla still pays you £5 per .cent. It is the 
bad railways that are responsible for that. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The bon. member says that the bad railways 
are responsible for the increase in the ex· 
penditure, but I would point out that that 
is not so. The increase in the expenditure 
and the cost of the train mile is brought about 
by the fact that the public are constantly 
demanding better and more services. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: They want better services 
in the North, at any rate. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
And the better services given by the Com· 
miesioner mean a gre:cter cost. The train 
mileage is increasing immensely. Last year 
it increased by about 1,000,000 miles over the 
year before, r.nd I have no doubt that when 
accounts are made up on the 30th of this 
month w,e shall find that it has increased by 
another 1,000,000 miles, and when it is under­
stood that each train mile costs something 
like 3s. 6d. to run, it must be apparent that 
the e:&penditure is going up very much. The 
increased pPrcentage is not due to the fact 
that some of our railways do not pay, but to 
the fact that more money is being spent by 
the department in order to try to better th<' 
condit'ions for the settler on the land, by 
giving him better transit for his goods, or by 
giving passengers better facilities for 
tra veiling. 

Mr. COYNE: I wi•h vou would do fhat on 
tho IV estern line. ' 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWJcYS: 
Following out my argument, in 1906-7-and 
I am giving this information for the use 
of han. members-in the year 1906-7 the per­
centr,g!e of cxpendliture to revenue was 
£49 17s. 10d. per cent.; in 1910-11. the per· 
centage was £57 5s. per cent., and in 1911-12 
i·l- had r-isen frnn1 Yarious Ce.uscs to £63 
4s. 5d. per cent.: and the CJ.',l··es, as I hav<> 
pointed out, are not on1v in conrw~tion ~-dth 
a quite justifiable increa c(' in thn wages and 
('moluments of railway employees, but abo 
to the fact that a!! supplies arc verc· much 
higher in price than they were a few years 
ugo. The cost of maintaining the services, 
if t~.,nditions r<'n1ain vs thf'V an' 1nust in­
crea.:;e, and unL.: -, "i our traffic vcrv nlateri­
fllly incr<-:1S23 the not revenue from the 
railway capital that is expended must de­
cre1--il·. ThP Conn11is"'ioner, 0:.1 page 7 of 
his report of last :car, say· -

"I pointell out in 1n:r last report that 
the vvorkinP" expensE:.:) and the perc,·~ntag,e 
of expenditure to eamings must in­
ere-age, and there are- sevrc ral reasons for 
thi··~ In order to provide more satis­
factory s<rvices to the public. I have 
found· it necessary to add to the time· 
1·ables in P1PH',7 clirC'ctions; and although 
the additional trains were necessary to 
cope with tho genhal increo··e in busi­
ness, it won!d be unreasonable to expect 
them h pav as well at first ns trains 
v·hich inY<' ·been c,tablielic·d for years. 
On seYoral of the lon.f{-distanct~ io~rnevs 
the time hns boon reduced; 'and ~1-
thou§l'h t~is is much anprcciawd by the 
travelling- public. it neco"itatc' addi­
tion:,] trains for lout! traffic." 

That is one rea'Son why the expenditu~c· 
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necee•arily has rieen in percentage year by 
y0ar. On the New South \Vales raihvays 
f01 year past they roturned quite ·a hand­
some surplus to the Trtc1tsur<:r. 

Hon. R. PHILP: They. have three times 
our population. 

}fr. CoYXE: And they own the Sydney 
trannvaJs. 

Hon. R. Pr-IILP: They make nothin<; out 
of that. 

Th.- SECRETARY FOH RAILWAYS: 
But owinP," to the fa-·+ I haYe just pointed 
out. it is r0norted that the ::\ew South 
\VaL·s Go,-ernmcnt is Yery .seriously con­
sidering th,, rai·,ing of thoi;· rates and fare.<. 
How do we show up in this matter in co;n­
parison with uthor States? 

:.\h. Hcl>TER: Very badly. 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR RAIL\YAYS: 
Tho hon. gentleman says, ·'Very badly." 
Let us sec. On page 88, Table 19, of the 
Co1nnlir.:,,,ioner's report of lest J ·Jar, 'vhich is 
c \'ery interesting- report .. \VG find the area 
of Queensland is 6(;8,224 square mik•·, New 
South WaL s 309.175. Victoria 87,884, and 
f.outh Australia 903,GCO. \Vith rc;;ard to 
population, as again··.t Xcw South \Vales 
"·e are about two and a-half times less, and 
we have just about half tho population of 
Victoria. The miles of raih,-ay open in 
Queensl~:nd was 4,266, in New South \Yak,, 
3.831, in Victoria 3,523. If we turn to 
population per n1ile of raihYay opened, ·we 
find that in QueonJland it iJ 146, in New 
South \Vales 437. in Yictoria 387, and in 
Sc•uth Aust,·alia 287. That fact alone speaks 
Yolm'K·•· fo.· the working of t!;,.e railways 
in Que em la'"d, ac:d v;ith euch a Lin all popu­
h.tion, ~nd an exceeding-ly largo area to 
Rervo, "\Vhc·n our rate·.' olre considered as 
against those in New South \Yales the~ 
appea.r more than favourable. It is a pro­
dip-ions taJk for the Railway Department 
tG tr,v to pay its way with such a small 
population to serve, over such an immense 
tr,rritory. Last year, exclusive of deprecia­
tion, tho Queensland mil·-?;ay., paid £4 Os. 5d. 
per cont.: New South \Vales £4 8s. 2d., 
Victoria £•1 4s. 9kd., and South Aust:calia 
£5 1os. 2d. \Vh0rc we have such a small 
population per mile of railway open, it i, 
an extremely difi-icult n·atter for the Rail­
way Department to show tho returns that 
they do, and those returns arc not c:..used 
by excessive rate , as I think I will prove 
by the figures I quote. What is tho posi­
tion'! The hon. member is e•.pecially seized 
with the fact that the rat<>< are excessive 
for long distances. The following are the 
rates:-

Lo.' G DISTANCI~ BJ1\TEf; AS CmiPARlW WITH SHORT 
DrsTA!'\ci<; RATu>. 

l CL.\SS I.. CLASS III. 

:11iles.l 
I roe~-

-~-
50 21•8 

300 

400 

88'4 

107"2 

--··---

PF>r Per I Per Per Per 
mile. ton. ~ ton. ~ 

s. d. I R. d. fl. d. 
5 2 3o·o I 7 2 41·8 o w 
3 s 138·4 1 s sl191·s 7 e 
3 2 159·2/ 4 7 2oo·o o 6 

Kerosene, naphtha, benzine, nJOtor sp1rit in truck 
1ouds. 

"The following statement will Rhow the 
reductions made m the above oraffic :-
-~--~--~- ---c---

1 
PRtWIOUS 1910-12. ! PRI'~SJ<:\'1' 

'£0 1910. I-----~ JtATJ•:. __ 
:J.ii.les. 

.~~ ctua.l W' t.j 2~ ton Lots. \ 4-ton Lots. 

-----

Per ton. Per ton. Per ton. 
50 41·8 418 41·R 

(40 G) 
100 75"0 60 0 40 0 

200 133"4 101•3 67•1 

40J 180'0 !32•ll 89 0 

500 1!-:10'0 139"2 93•2 

MAxnrmr RATE><. 
"The following are the maximnm rates per 

ton to the \Vest :-

3rd class traffic 
Flour ... 
Sugar and rice 
\Vire-wire netting 

galvanisecl iron ... 
and 

£ 8. 

10 0 
4 0 
J 10 

3 8 

d. 
0 
0 
0 

6" 

COJ\IPAUISON OF BL'"TTER RA'f};S, 

! 
Miles.! Queensland. :>V.S. Wales. Victoria.. 

-1--- ~ 

j Per ton to Ports. Per ton. Per ton. 
I s. r1. 8. d. 8, d. 

50 1 7 6 10 0 10 6 

1oo 1 J:j 9 18 10 19 3 

1oo I 17 ll 26 2 26 2 

22 1 33 33 0 200 I _ __:_ ______________ _ 
COMPARISON OF 1VnoL RATES-QUEENSLAND AND 

Nt<:\'11 SOU'l'II lfALi':S. 

------------------~-

\ 

QUEENSLAND. N. S. WALE!-i. 
Miles. 

Clean. Greasv. Olean. Grea~y. 

--------~---- --- --~ ----
150 I 66·,_ 53-4 43-9 37·6 
250 . . . 91·8 73·4 60·5 M·2 
350 ... 104-~ SJ·4 68·9 62·6 
aoo ... 123·0 1oo·o 79·3 72·ll 

----·------------ ----------
"In (~ueensl ,,nd a reduction of 10 per CAnt. 

is made for clean dumped and 25 per cent. 
for g-rca-y clumped "ool off the 'clean' rate. 

"'rhe rate,, from Thallon to Brisbane (386 
miles) are £4 5s. for clrean and £3 15s. for 
greasy wooL 

"Dirranbandi to Bri,cllane (42!) miles)­
clean wool £4 lOs., grusy wool £4." 

"NOTE.-The wool basis in New South 
\Vaies fur distances over 350 mi]ec; is ~d. per 
ton per mile added to the rate for 350 miles." 

Mr. HUNTER: That is double as much as 
New South Wales. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : 
Flour is £4 per ton, sugar and rice £5 lOs. 
per ton, and wire, wire netting, and gal­
vanised iron, £3 8s. 6d. per ton. We can 
c:.trry wire, wire netting, and galvanised iron 
for use in the West at £3 Ss. 6d. per ton­
from Brisbane to Cunnamulla, or from, 
Townsville to Selwyn-! think that is 532 
miles. 

Mr. HUNTER: It is £1 in New South 
Wales. 

Han. W. T. Paget.] 
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The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Let me give the butter rates in Queensland. 
For 50 miles it is 7s. 6d. per ton to ports. 
In New South Wales it is lOs., and in Vic­
toria it is lOs. 6d. per ton. For 200 miles 
it is £1 2s. ld. per ton in Queensland, in 
New South Wales £1 13s. 5d. per ton, and 
in Victoria £1 13s. per ton. That was a 
matter that was very fully thrashed out 
when Mr. Kidston, the late Premier, and 
myself and the Attorney-General visited 
New South Wales in February, 1909, and 
discussed the question of the border rates. 
I went into that question very fully at the 
time, and there is no doubt at all that 
the reason for New South Wales having such 
exceedingly low rates for distances over 350 
miles is because all her t:ailways lead to 
Sydney and spread out like the fingers of 
one's hands to the borders of this State, and 
those rates are charged to try, if po~c ,ible, 
to get our Southern border trade. 

Mr. HUNTER: Ar.d yet they pay well. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I have already pointed out to the hon. mem­
ber that Queensland is two and a-half times 
as large as New South Wales, and their 
population i,l two and a-half times larger 
than ours. 

Mr. RYAN: That is a reason why you 
should give the control of the border trade 
to the Commonwealth. She would prevent 
that. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I have not time to quote all these ratt>s, and 
I would ask the House to give permission 
for the table' which I have prepared to be 
printed in " Hansard " for the information 
of han. members. I am quite sure they all 
contain valuable information. 

The SPEAKER : I ask the House, on be­
half of the Secretary for Railways, if the 
tables he has preparEd may be published in 
"'' Hansard " ? 

HoNOURABLE J);1E~1BERS: Hear, hear! 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I will not quote the rates on sugar-c'1ne, but 
hon. members will see that we carry sugar­
·cano-which is a very important article of 
traffic and also of production-at extremely 
low rates. I shall quote the live ~tack rates, 
wi1ich a1o a 1na,tter of vital inF:10rtance to 
Western Queensland. Surely the- hen. mem­
ber cannot say that the live stock rates are 
excessive, when for 400 miles we charge 
lls. 6. 7d. per head for cattle, as against 
14s. 10.5d. in New South Wales, £1 2s. 4.8d. 
in Victoria, and £1 4s. 4.8d. in South Aus­
tralia? 

Mr. COYNE: Do you say that applies in 
Victoria? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Yes. 

Mr. CoYNE: Where have they 400 miles of 
railway in Victoria? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
These arc the figures taken from the official 
statistics. 

Mr. COYNE: That is nonsense. 

[Han. W. T. Paget. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Well, I will give the figures for 200 mi~es, 
and surely it is possible to travel 200 miles 
by rail in Victoria. In Queensland the 
rate for cattle is 7s. 9d. per head-I shall 
leave out the decimals in every case; in New 
South \YalPs, 9s. lOd.; in Victoria, lls. 3d. ; 
and in South Australia, 14s. lOd. Sheep are 
in the same proportion. They run from 9~. 
per head in Queensland to lld. per head m 
New South \Vales, ls. in Victoria, and ls. 
in South Australia. Tho following is the 
comparati' e statement of live stock r~tes _in 
Queensland, New . South Wales, Vwtona. 
and South Austraha :-

~t-0~0") 
...:; -.:'fl r:"-1 ""i'j 00 

tN <:0 .._, .-1 
1"""'1 ...... .-IC'l 

O<--C-:::>0 ocooo 
....-ttN~~l,Q 

I 
·"' •.o•.o '.0'!' 

'"/jOO'i'IOOO 

c,r.iQ...,.{...,.{.-!C\1 

7'l.OCfJC?O: 
C;l~Oc:-1 

00...-i...-i 

Surely it cannot be said that in respect of 
that very large item of Western production 
the Queensland rates are excessive ''hen we 
find t.hat last y•·ar, according to page 8 of 
th0 Commissioner's report, 385,344 cattle "':d 
1,629,361 sheep were carried over our rail­
ways. The figur<'S I have quot0d ~urely must. 
appFnl to the hon. member as bmng, at any 
rate, not excessive. The hon. member com­
plained that the rates were exce•sive. 
especiallv on the \Vestern lines. Now, how 
can the ~ates be excessive, and ho\Y can th<'y, 
in the terms of the hon. member's motion, 
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be seriously interfering with the settlement 
of the West when we come to consider these 
figures? 

R•)fA TO CU.X)l"A:MUI.L.t (lNCLUSIYE). 

> I Tonnage Tonnage 
Ueceivcd. I as!:'engers.l Funva.rcted. 

-------1----

HLJ6-7 
)\))l-12 ... 

2l,Rll 
45,HOB 

}'rom the 
\\est. 
15,585 
l8,~4l 

Flour \ }!ile,. 
Harley 1 Bmncc tu--
Bran >- C<·ast ... ~-ns 
l:'olmrd) New ::louth Wales 318 
Wbeat 

In the 
West. 
16,904 
12,563 

l'er ton. 
8. d. 

12 6 
10 u 

}! Cla~l:i'. Qneenslnnd. ?\ew South Waie 1'. 

s. d. s. d. 
100 miles 8 !! s 11 
200 15 0 14 2 
•lUO ~~ 4 19 fi 
uUU ill c; !!3 I 

In the face of those figures, I cannot 
acknowledge that our rates are excessive as 
compared with those in the other States. 

Mr. HUNTER: Don't you think those figures 
could be multiplied two or three times 'i 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILvYAYS: 
Tho freight on flour, barley, bran, pollard, 
and wheat from Roma to the coast, a dis­
tance of 318 miles, is 12s. 6d. a ton. 

Mr. HUKTER: Nobody is complaining 
about that. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
In New South \Vales tho"c articleq are car­
ried the same distance for lOs. 9d. per ton. 
It is hardly possible for me to quote any­
thing more damaging to thp hon. member's 
arg·ument that we are charging excessive 
rates as compared with New South Wales. 
In the '' M " class in Queensland for 100 
miles w.c charge 8s. 9d. per ton, and in New 
South Wales they chargfl Ss. lld. ; for 200 
mile., in Queensland we charge 15s., and in 
New South vValos they charge 14s. 2d.: for 
400 miles, in Queensland we charge .£1 3s. 
4d., and in 2'\ew South Wales they charge 
19s. 5d. ; and fDl' 600 miles, in Queensland 
we charge .£1 11·, 3d., and the rate in New 
South Wales is .£1 3s. 7 d. Of course the 
long haulage rates in New South V\rales are 
exce{•dingly cheap as compared with ours, 
for tho reason I have already mentioned. 
In spite of the very ab]p manner in which 
the hon. member stat< d his case from his 
point of view, I think that the present is 
rather an unfortunate time for him to bring 
!Jis motion forward. The rates and fares 
in Q11rensland are not an excessive charge on 
th<' people, in my opinion. If it were pos­
sible to charge cheap<>r rates, it would be 
done at one,-,; but the Government have 
to consider, Eot onlv anv particular rate 
on any p:..rticular niilway, but they have 
also to considf'r the inh'rests of the people 
of the State. If th<> ra.ilwavs do not pay 
their way, then the general taxpayer ha's 
to make up the deficit. I c <nnot support the 
motion of the hen. member. 

Mr. KESSELL (Port C1trtis) : Possibly 
there are other members, bE'sides the hon. 
member who has introduced this motion, 

who may talk about excessive railway 
freights in their own partJCular 

[5 p.rn.J electorates, but we have to deal 
with this matter in a much 

broader spirit than that whi_ch . reil'ards I_t 
hom the point of view of a distrwt unmedi­
ately concerned. Queensland is a young 
country, and unfortunately we have_ only a 
very small population. As the Mm1ster for 
Railways pointed out, a very I_arge t:·act of 
country has to be served with ra1lways. 
The people of the district which I represent 
would .. very much like to have the rates re­
duced, but yet, as thil representative of that 
district, I feel that I should be false to the 
trust reposed in me if I advocated. any­
thino· in this House which WO'lld lead m t.he 
long:" run to national bankruptcy, or some­
thing very close to it. Everybody knows 
that <t motion like that bdore the House 
must be looked at from:~ broad business point 
of view. Most of olll' national debt has 
b0en contracted for the purpose of construct­
ing rail" ays, and I, _for _one, only want to 
:-:Po tho.~·~c""\ raihvavs bnns rn ·onough revenue 
t 1 pay int.~r{'f,t Unci redeiup;~ion and 'vorki~g 
cxpenseJ. If we look at the record of rail­
"'",- revenue for the last fifteen years, we 
sha·ll find that only a very few times has' the 
revenue exceeded the expenditure, and when 
it does exceed the expenditure it does not ap­
pear to me right that we should reduce the 
frei rrhts : we should rathpr usc the surplus­
in building certain new lines in districts 
which a1·e not provided with railway com­
munciation. It comes as a shock to me to 
finrl a motion of this kind emanating from 
the other side of the House. 

Mr. RYAN: You will get a lot of shocks 
from this side before you are done with it. 
(Opposition laughter.) 

Mr. KESSELL : A motion of this kind 
coming from that side o~ th~ Ho~se which 
has consistently opposed Immigratwn-­

Mr. KIRWAN: That is not true; it is abso­
lutely incorrect. 

Mr. KESSELL: From a member of a 
p<trty who pprsistently oppose immigra­
tion--

Mr. KIRWAN: Absolutely wrong. 

Mr. KESSELL: The members of that 
party get up and talk immigratio:1 in one 
breath, and in the next they do thmr best to 
damn immigration throughout the State. 

Mr. KIRWAN: \Vhat has our leader said 
Ol! the subject • 

Mr. KESSELL : I undcrsi and what your 
kader mean' and what he says-two dif­
fc·rcnt things. 

Mr. RYAN: I rise to a point o'f order. 
Is the hon. member in order in saying that 
I say one thing and mean another in this 
House? 

The 8PEAKER: I do not think the 
leader of the Opposition should coiLider the 
nmarks of the km. mc'11ber worthy of 
raising a point of order. 

Mr. RYAK: Not as long as they arc not 
serious, 1\ir. Speaker. 

Mr KESSELL: As I was saving, this 
new-born anxiety on the part of men1bers 
opposite for the man on the la_nd comes 
somewhat as a shock to me. I Ywld to no 
man in this Housf' in my gr0~t wish to 
improve the condition of th"' man on the 
land, to make his coaditions as light a& 

lllr. Kessell.] 
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possible, and to make railway freights as 
lew as they can be made; but I hold that 
we' must look at this matter with business 
eyes. If ·we are to build raihYays we 
must find the money for those railways, 
and "\Ve must main: comlnon-sensc, business­
like arrangements to pay back the money 
to th0se from whom it ie borrowed. 

::Ylr. GILLIES: )no you in fa your of the 
nrotion? 

An 0PP0''1TION MEJIBER : I-Ie would take it 
Dut of the farmer. 

Mr. KESSELL : I am not goiug to take 
it out of the farmer. 'The former is a self­
respecting individual, who is willing to pay 
his fair share of taxation ; but there is one 
sc·ctio!' of the community who want to dodge 
taxation eYery thn.o 

Mr. H T;NTER : \Yho arc they? 

::Ylr. KESSELL: A section which is led by 
hc.n. members opposite. The 1 Ian on the 
ltnd is willing to nav his fair share of 
t~txation: but it appearo to me that every 
t1n1e a reduction in taxation is asked for, 
the man on the land pays for that mduction. 

::V1r. HUNTER: Your side takes good care 
that he pays a!! the time. 

Mr. KESSELL : Certainly the up-country 
~torekeeper makos out of the man on the 
land. 

Mr. RENTER: A lot of them would not be 
on the land if it were not for the up­
country storekeepers. 

Mr. KESSELL: A lot of them would 
stop there alway~ if it were not for the up­
cc)untry "torekoepor. 

:Mr. HUNTER: \Yhat do you know about it., 

. Mr. KESSELL: I know a good bit about 
~t .. cr:he man on the land is a self-respecting 
n:;dindual, a'!d does not want to dodge 
nghtful taxatwn; <1nd I am sure that not 
one bona fide farmer in the countrv would 
5upport such an unbusiness-lik<> proposition 
as that which now stands on the business­
po,per in the name of the hon. member for 
Maranoa. 

Mr. RYAK: They are asking for it ewry 
Uay. 

~iir. KESSELL : If the leader of the 
Opposition will listen to my remarks he 
c&n paraphrase them when he goes to the 
country. Unfortunately, many of the re­
marks made by me have been paraphrased 
by the han. mvhlber in his own wav. 

Mr. THEODORE: Your remarks du~ing the 
cle~tion campaign were not paraphrased. 

Mr. KESSELL: No; they were absolutely 
lied abopt. Unfortunately, mv remarks are 
twisted every time they are repeated. 

Mr. RYAN: Who twists them? 

Mr. KESSELL: The han. member for 
one. \Vhile the man on the land wants 
ocheap railway freights and every facilitv 
for ~cttinrr his produce to market, he is 
not so wanting in self-respect as to ask the 
other part of the community to foot the bill. 
I admit that our rates are heavy, but the 
r",t"" for produce and various other things 
can;ied by our railways must be put on a 
l-usmess basis, so that the earnings of the 
lines will pay interest and redemntion on 
the money borrowed. I should lilre to see 
a railway in every agdcultural portion of 
Queensland, if we could build such rail­
ways. Personally, I think that the Great 

filfr. Kessell. 

:z-Jorthern line should never have run along 
tLe coa"t, but should have gone on the 
other side of the rang<"'. 

::Ylr. RYAN: What has that got to do with 
the question? 

~•lr. KESSELL: I am making this speech. 
The PREMIER : You are doing it very well, 

too. 
::.VIr. KESSELL: I say that the Great 

='Jorthern Railwav should have been run 
farther inland with small feeders run out 
right along the coast. In seconding the 
Address in Reply yesterday I referred to 
one line in my own district, the ::Vlount 
Larcombc line which would be a small 
feeder to the p'rescnt railway. 

Mr. McCoRMACK: It would all come to 
Brisbane, then. 

Mr. KESSELL: I think that the railway 
linP~ of this State should as far as possible 
cater for the man on the land. 

:Mr. THEODORE: You want a line to a 
mining field in your district. 

Mr. KESSELL : The han. gentleman is 
perfectly correct. I want a line to the 
Mount Callide Coalfield in my electorate. If 
that line were built and the coalmine was a 
sucooss we would have from 1,500 to 2,000 
honest' workmen employed there. Right 
along this particular line there would also 
be hundreds of farmers settled. Instead of 
the Raih< ay Commissioner reducing the pre­
sent existing freights, I would like to . see 
the Railway Commissioner advocating hnes 
in cverv nart of the State which has a ghost 
of a hoi1e- of paying interest and rede;nption. 
Everyone knows that agrwultural hnes do 
not pay. 

Mr. HuNTER: That is nonsense. I just 
quoted agricultural lines that did pay. 

Mr. KESSELL: The Killarney line does 
not pav and it is in one of the richest agri­
culturaf districts in Queensland. 

Mr. HuNTER: It is too short. 
Mr. KESSELL : I know that the Mount 

Larcombe line will not pay when it is built, 
but it will be built under the guarantee 
system, and the landowners there are '"illing 
to make un the difference. At the [1resent 
time the r,;:te for cartage is very high in my 
district and the landholders know that it 
would 'be cheaper if they could get the 
railway, and they are _prepared to make up 
the difference if the !me does not pay. In 
many instances the rate for cartage is ten 
tim"' dearer than the rate would be on the 
railway. The rate of c~rta_ge ~m maize h·om 
the Mount Larcombe distrrct IS £1 per kn, 
but if the railway were built there it \Yould 
not cost more than Ss. per ton. I am not 
giving the correct figures, but I give the'!1 
proportionately. The man on the la_nd IS 
not afraid of !1aying his ohai:e. He IS not 
afraid of a little debt unless It gets too b1g 
for him. 

Mr. GILLIES : Do you believe in the guar­
antee system? 

Mr. KESSELL: No. I would rather see 
the guarantee system abolished, but the 
guarantee system is at present the law of 
this State and in my district there are a 
body of larmers who wish to stick to the 
law, and they are th<>refore asking for .a 
line under the guarantee system. There IS 

a line in mv district that pays 4i! per cent.­
the Many Peaks line. Since that line has 
been built along the Boyne Valley som" 
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·dozens of farmers haYe settled there. There 
is not the slightest doubt about it, but some 
parts of this resolution read very nicely. 
It say&-

"That, in the opinion of this House, 
the freight charges on the Queensland 
Government railways are excessive, and 
require readjustment on long distance 
1·ates, '' etc. 

I say that the present rates do not, to my 
mind, retard closer settlement. (Hear, hear !) 
There are various other factors which tend 
to prevent men from going on the land. 
I say here that, as far as I am concerned, 
I would adopt the Canadian system for our 
railways. I would adopt the land-grant 
Bystem of railways; I would build the rail­
ways out the same as the Canadian-Pacifiq 
Railway do in CaP.ada. right into the 
Western areas in advance of settlement. As 
I told the House the other day, I would be 
in favour of preparing the land for the 
immigrants when they come here. But all 
these things require money, and the only 
way to get money is to go on the London 
money market. If we 1:educe the freights 
on our railways and at the end of the year 
show a tremendous loss on our railway ser­
vices, what hope have we got if we go on 
the London money market for loans of 
£3,000,000, £4,000,000, or £10,000,000, when 
we show that we are not business n1en 
enough to at least make our existing lines 
pay interest and redemption. If the Minis­
ter for Railways presented the House with 
an alarming deficit of £300,000 on the rail­
ways, there would be a great song fron1 
the other side about mismanagement of the 
railways. There would be no talk then about 
the reduction of freights. Personally, I 
would not mind a reduction in the freights 
at all. I live 350 miles from here, and it 
would be much nicer for me if the freight 
to Brisbane was just half what it is now. 

Mr. RYAN: Since when were you 350 miles 
from Brisbane? 

Mr. KESSELL: I am 327 milDs, at any 
rate, and that is near enough for a man who 
is as accurate as the han. member. To be 
absolutely correct, I ·am 327 miles from here. 
There is a resident of Gladstone who is will­
inp; to try and get a market for Gladstone 
fi,h in Brisbane. He wishes to send down 
consignments of fish from Gladstone. The 
fr,ights on fish are very moderate, but to 
follow this motion out to it.- 1<-,.,-ical conclu­
sion, if the freights on fish were nothing it 
would pay much better still. This man did not 
como to me whining for a reduction in the 
freights. All he "anted was to spe that the 
busim '•S was properly managed in Brir,bane 
when the fish arrived here.' He did not a"-k 
for a reduction of freight. I am thankful to 
say that in my electorate we have a class 
of p!.lople who are quite willing to pay their 
share of the freights. 

Mt. Rn~~: Your knowledge of your dis­
trid is ver: limited. 

2Hr. KESSELL : Yes, I admit my know­
ledge is limited. The hon. gentleman's 
knowledge is also limited. He is not a walk­
ing cncydornedia. 

:vir. RYAN: I don't claim to be one. You 
said your,elf that your knowledge of your 
electorate was limit-ed. 

Mt. KESSELL: My knowledge of my 
dector,<te is limited, but ·all those limi-

tations it is a jolly sight bigger than that 
of any member on the other side of the 
House. (Opposition laughter.) 

Mr. THEODORE : That is the sort of modest 
statement we expect from you. 

Mr. KESSELL: The people in my elec­
torate know hon. · members from the trash 
which theY talked in mv electorate during 
my campaign. They mus't have thoii:ght that 
the peoplo were fools to believe all the lies 
that they told. 

Mr. GILLIES : Li,-s? 
Mr. KESSELL: Yes, lies. 
The SPEAKER: Order ! 
Mr. KESSELL: I was only answering an 

interjection, Mr. Speaker. This resolution 
further says-

" 3 .. A1·e a serious handicap to that 
development work so ess-Jntial to the 
progress and prchperity of the State." 

Mr. LAXD : It is a serious handicap when 
it is carried hundreds of miles. 

Mr. KESSELL : Before I vote on a motion 
like this I would like to understand it. I 
certainly think that paragraph 3 is some­
what far from tho mark. The greatest 
thing at the present moment that I can think 
of that is required for the development of 
this State is railwav construction. The 
groatest nc•ed of thP ,;):wl: c~untr,'' and the 
grentest need of my dJStnct lS ra.1lway co!l­
struction. TherD is a large cattle mdustry m 
the district which I represent, and I will 
say this: that on no ,·ailway in the States 
of Australia is that particular industry so 
well catered for as in Queensland, which 
gives a most <~xpeditiou~ transpor~ to t~re 
ports. As a man who is mterested m catLe, 
I should like to see the rates cheaper, but, 
at the same tim<', I am not unfair enough 
to ask that I should be given a benefit, or 
that othf'r cattle men should be given a 
benefit oYer other ·"'•ctions of the State. The 
freights, to mv mind, are not a serious 
handicap to thp de.-elopment or progress and 
prosperit·,- of the State. What is troubling 
the men who are interbtecl in the progress 
of this State. and what is still unremoved, is 
the very dangerous legislation introduced in 
another quartf'r. The man on the land has 
been hara,sed bv the fear of drastic legisla­
tion in the Fede,ral Parliament. 

Mr. GILLIES: ·what do you refer to? 
Mr. KESSELL : The rural workers' log. 

(Oppo,it;on laughter.) I know there is some­
thing hollow in the laugh of tbe deputy leader 
of the Opposition. The rural workers' log. 
is a nightmare tn the Labour party. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 
:\:Ir. RYAN: vYhat about s0tting fire to the 

log? 
The SPEAKER: Order ! 
The PREMIER. : The hon. member 5ays 

"burn the log." (Laughter.) 
Mr. KESSELL: That is in keening with 

another statement made by a Labour man 
who said, "To hell with th" farmers." 

Mr. GILLIES: Which member said that? 
Mr. RYAN: Who said that? 

Mr. KESSELL: It was admitt<'d that it' 
was sctid by Mr. Bell, of New South Wales. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Mr. Bell was not a 
member of the Labour party. 

The PREMIER: By Mr. Campbell.~ 
Mr. Kessell.] 
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Mr. GILLIES: The man who said that said, 
" To hell with the farmers and the Labour 
party." 

The SPEAKER: Order, order ! I must. 
ask hon. members on both sides of the House 
to allow these amenities to cease. The leader 
of the Opposition is not setting a very good 
example to members on his side, and I must 
ask that J;he hon. member for Port Curtis be 
allowed to continue his speech without 
interruption. 

Mr. KESSELL: I think, at this juncture, 
when so much serious work and serious talk 
must be put into the Sugar Growers Bill, 
which is to be brought before this House, 
our time should not be wasted as it is being 
waste-:!, on -a, motion like this. The interests of 
this State are heinz jeopardised by the uncer­
tainty that exists in the sugar districb, and 
I think it is a pity that our time shuuld be 
wasted in discussing a motion that has no 
pm.·ticular end to serve exc"pt to air sorne 
grievances. A motion bUch as this, while on 
the face of it it looks all right, has no w,. ·ful 
end to serve. 

Mr. Hl:"'TER: You admit it looks all right 
on paper. 

Mr. KESSELL: I understood the mover 
oi this motion to sa.' that we should reduce 
the fares and freights on our railways when 
the income from railwav.> exceeds the interest 
and redemption on the "capital invested. 

Mr. HCNTER: And working expenees. 

Mr. KESSELL : Then, to be logical, if we 
agree to that, and there is a deficiency on 
the railways, what happens·: Suppose that 
this }'e:tr wc> have a profit of £50,000 and we 
reduce the fares and freights by £50,000, ,wd 
next year we haYe a drought and we lose 
£200,000 or £300,000, wili the han. member 
increase the freights by 150 per cent. ? When 
we come to look at a thing like this we 
cannot legislate for to-dav or for to-morrow; 
we must legislate for the future. vV e cannot 
legislate for a few '.days or for a few weeks. 
We must not do anything that will retartl 
the progress of the State in thP near future. 
If we arc going to ask the Government to go 
to the London money market to raise 
£1,000.000 to build railways, we must be 
behind them and support their administra­
tion in providing for interest and redemption 
on those lines. Then 'another position arises : 
We cannot look at one section of the finances 
alone. Now, we are going in for an expan­
si-.-e, and, I hop<', expanding education 
system, which, to my mind, has a tremendous 
lot to do with the development of the State. 
I, for one, will vote for any motion brought 
along to this House to increase the educa­
tional facilities right throughout the State. 
If we are to do that-and the Education 
Department is always a epending department 
and has practically no revenue-if we are to 
do that each year we will find an increasing 
expenditur.e, and if our population grows, as 
we hope It Will, evcrv year our education 
expenditure will increase by leap' and bounds, 
and, I suppose, every member of the Howm 
would welcome that. If we are to do that. 
and, on the other hand, make the Railway 
Dep:utment nothing but a spending depart­
ment, we cannot build railways out of 
revenue, and we must raise sufficient revenue­
to pay interest and redemption on existing 
lmes. If we are to make everv department 
o.f the State a spending department, I would 
like to see the heaven-born financier who will 
tell us how to make our revenue and expendi­
ture meet: This yc>ar, I und"rstand, we are 
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to have a small surplus, and I suppose when 
the Treasurer oomes down to the House with 
his VVays and Means, we will find tha~ prac­
tically every department will be wantmg m­
creases, and all of us are in favour of increas­
ing the salaries and wages of the lowest up 
to the highest officer in the department• 
where it is deserved. If we are to do that 
sort of thing, and then with the other hand 
we are to take £150,000, as the han. member 
for Maranoa said, off our railway revenne, 
where is this sort of thing to end? We are 
sent to this House by the electors on. the 
assumption that we are a body of busmess 
men capable of carrying out the financial 
arrangements of this State. 

Mr. HUNTER: We are cxpeded to be fair 
in doing it. 

Mr. KESSELL: I am very pleased at' 
getting that interjection, and nobody !~now>: 
better than the han. member who mter­
jected that in his business and in every other 
businecs there must be a fair deal, and th"'t 
is all that any man in the country wants. H 
will be said, of cour.<l, that any member who 
speaks against this motion is ":gain~t it, and 
I am quite prepared to hear rt 2ard tl;at I 
got up in this House and opposed railway 
frc>ights b8ing reduced. 

Mr. HUXTER: Is that not true? 

J\Ir. KI'3SELL: It is absolutely untrue. 
I am in favour of railway freig-hts being 
r('duced if WP cttn do it. \Yhat ;, the good 
o!' this ridi~ulous motion being brought 
forward? It is onlv set as a trap. I am in 
f"your of railw'"Y "freights ":nd fa::es being 

reduced tn a 1ninrn1Uln rf -wo can 
[5.30 p.m.] do it, hut I am not fool enough 

to get up in this Housc> and ask 
that the railway freight>. be reduced, so that 
we will make an enormous loss on our 
l'llilways; and that is what this motion 
ELCans: 1 think that this motion, as I said 
just now, should not have been brought 
forward. It is a ridiculous thing; it is only 
a motion to scratch the backs of the farmers; 
it \vill be misconstrued. 

::vir. HUNTER: That is not a fact. 

Mr. KESSELL : That is my opinion; I 
think it is. 

Mr. HUNTER: It is notning of the sort. 
Mr. KESSELL: I say this: That I am in 

favour of a reduction of fares and 
freightP--

Mr. HVNTER: Well, support it. 

Mr. KESSELL: But I am a busine"s 
man. Th<e men on this side of the Hous .. 
are essentially business men, and some on 
that side, or I should ''"'Y who sit on that 
side of the House, are also business me'?• 
and do they, particularly the mover of thrs 
motion, seriously think that this House, com­
posed of a bodv of busines·, men, or sup­
posed to be so ·.,~mposPd, is going to plac;e 
that motion on the statute-books of this 
Sl,ate? 

:Mr. HUNTER: Can you not adjust farc>s 
and freights? 

:.V1r. KESSELL: I say that the mover of 
this motion cannot seriously think that this 
motion will be cttrried by ·a House of sen­
sible men. If this motion were passed, we 
should deserve to be laughed at by business 
men from one end of Queensland to the 
other. \Vould the han. nwmllf>r fm· 
Maranoa run his business on these lint's? 

Mr. HU!-lTER: Yes. 
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Mr. GILLIES: He delivers his goods free 
of charge. 

Mr. KESSELL: The purchaser pays for 
ti'cm in his bills; no man delivers anything 
f01 nothing. 

:lfr. HUI'i"TER: Quito so. 

Mr. KESSELL : The business has to pay 
fo:· cwerything, and what a man deli,-ers for 
nuthing is not worth anything. 

::\1r. II eNTER: But the storekc·,per does 
not expect to maim it all out of flour or all 
out of sugar; he averages things a bit. 

:".Ir. KESSELL: \V<' are averaging it. 
Thc,p is not a ma.n in this House, par­
ticularly the mover of the motion, who 
bc•liovc, in it. There is not th<' slightest 
C:kubic in my mind that tho mover-well, ho 
is laughing up hi sloe' e at \he Y hole thing. 
I-h, c;1.nnot as~u1110 tha:· a bodv of 1nen sup­
pu,ed to be • ·nsiblo men wili be proparod 
tn see our rai]w,.ys lose £150.000 a yPar. 

The SEC,lETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Ten per 
CL1lt. 

~h·. Hr:<:TER: I said, "If 10 per cent. 
we .:.·e takE-:n off." 

Mr. KESSELL : I want this House to 
m>derstand, and tho country to understand-­
my oltctorato uur.k"stands it-that I am the 
friend of the man on tho land. ;,nd if anv 
ccnce··lion is to be given, I sav that th"C 
man ou the land. who is the b"ackbone of 
the uuntry, ought to get it. 

Mr. I-Ir:<:TER: That is the old Tory gag. 

Mr. KESSELL: If it is a Tory gag, I 
am proud of it, because th<> man on tho land 
bww> that hicJ friend io not tho wolf in 
s!t<>op's clothing~~·thc present Labour party. 

Mr. KlRWAX: They did not say that at 
tlw last Federal election. 

::Vlr. KESSELL : During the last few days 
WP have heard a groat deal of talk about 
tiw man on the !Gnd. I was born on the 
l'.md, ·and I have boPn living in a farming 
district most of my !if<:', and have had to 
do with nwn on the land during mo· t of 
my car<'er as a banker. I hav<> made most 
o£ my inl ,Jlne fron1 the land; 1ny sup­
porters arc men on tho land; and I sav 
<'-'nphatically that everything I can do fo;­
th<: man on tho land will be done, not only 
('heerfully but aleo eagerly. But this 
motion-;-this catchpenny . motion-brought 
before us not for our consideration, but to 
waste our time, is not in th0 interests of 
thf' man on the land. 

Mr. BowMAN: vVhy, then, are you con­
tinuing to wa"te our time? 

]\Jr. KESSELL: \Ye cannot go on with 
serious bu iness before tea, and I felt it my 
duty to C'xpr€'ss n1y vicnYs as to this n1otion. 
And far be it from me to go to the other 
side of tho House to ask for advice. I 
repeat that if any concessions arc to bo 
giYon to th<' man on tho land, any con­
ot·Hions to advance thP b"··t interc -ts of this 
Stat<>, I shall be in favonr of them. 

Mr. GILLms: You um show it this s~ssion. 

Mr. KESSELL : I shall always be there 
wh~n a genuine motion comes up, but when 
this motion comes up. a motion with no ob­
ject in view, I feel it to be my duty. to 
<>xpress my views as strongly as possiblP, I 
am not against reduct-ion of fr!'ights. I am 
I'Oc against r('duction of fares:. And, by the 

. ,,-ay, I was surprised that. the hon. member, 
in moving the motion, did not advocate a 
reduction in fares. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Free rail­
\\ays. 

).1r. KESSELL: As far as I am concerned, 
I would be in favour of free railways; of 
course I would; everyone is in favour of 
gcttino- things free if he can. But we have 
to look at the position in a sensible light. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAil, WAYS: And think 
of who pays. 

Mr. HUNTER: You will take nre that the 
poor farmer pays. 

Mr. KESSELL: The poor farmer! '\Vhy, 
it nearlv makes me sick. (Laughter.) 

Mr. KIR\\AX: It will take a g;ood deal to 
sicken you. 

Mr. KESSELL: Well, I have stood a good 
rJ.- ~1. The poor farmer in my district-the 
rural workers' log has given him a night­
mare. (Laughter.) Every time he ?ees o_no 
of the .e perambulating Labour JOhnnies 
coming·, he is afraid that his cpildren. are 
going· to be prcv<entod from oarmng a lrvelr­
hood. 

An HONOURABLE ME}fBER: He has heard 
too many Tory lies. 

Mr. KESSELL: An han. member says he 
has heard Torv lies. In one part of my 
electorate the 'late deputy leader of the 
Labour partv, the member for Herbert, 
made the statement that the Chief Secretary 
-1 am making this statement to answer the 
inter·jection-was deeply interested in the 
\V eo :Macgregor line, and that he had shares 
in a company in that particular area. He· 
wt>nt to a large number of farmers and told 
them. Fortunately they listened, and one--

The SPEAKER : Order ! 
Mr. HUNTER: You are wasting time. 
Mr. KESSELL: Mr. Speaker, is it fair 

for the han. member for Maranoa to say 
that I am wasting timB? (LaughtBr.) I 
feel quite indignant. (Continued laughter.) 
~'ith ref<>rence to this particular motion, 
when I was interrunted I was dealing with 
the statement that the man on the land does 
not get his fair share of taxation. At the 
present moment. as far as my district is con­
cerned W<' have all sorts of taxation. We 
han' for a start the land tax, the income 
tax and then the shire tax, and so on ; and 
no'~ we have this motion, which, if it means 
anything, means that the party mo':ing it 
wishoc; to Sil<' a deficiency on the railways. 
Th<> next thing would be that eYery little 
fa,·m in the couniTY would be taxed to pay 
for th!' fre;'\·hb on "the railwac·s. 

Mr. HuNTER: Would it not be a good thing 
to get more out of your income? 

Mr. KESSELL: I pay my taxes cheer­
fully. 

Mr. HUNTER: Why not increase the income 
tax? 

Mr. KESSELL: At the present moment 
W<' are talking about the railways. I ~ay if 
we pass this motion, and there is a big de­
ficiency on the railway, the next thing the 
farmPrs will have to fear is that if by an 
avcful cala.mity through any lapse of sanity 
of tho people of Queensland, the Labour 
party are returned to pow!'lr--

Mr. KIRWAN: That IS a nice insult to an 
intelligent democracy. 

Mr. Kessell.] 
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Mr. KESSELL: Under the Federal land 
tax, in connection with which there is an· 
exemption of .£5,000, we would have every 
foot of land in Queensland taxed, and if I 
know anything of the farmer, he prefers to 
pay a small railway freight, and his idea of 
fairness is a freight put on to cover interest 
and redemption and working expenses. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. mem­
ber has occupied the time allowed under the 
Standing Order. 

liON. R. PHILP (Townst•ille) : If this mo­
tion comes to a vote to-night, I shall vote 
against it. It is only humbug. There is 
nothing in the motion at all, and the hon. 
member knows very well that if it is carried 
it will have no effect. 

Mr. HUNTER : I rise to a point of order. 
Is the hon. member for Townsville in order 
in saying that in moving this motion I am 
humbugging? 

Hon. R. PHILP : So you are. There is 
no point of order. 

The SPEAKER : The hen. member for 
Townsville is not in order in saying so. 
(Opposition laughter.) 

HoN. R. PHILP: '.ro be parliamentary, I 
can only say that the hon. member for 
Maranoa knows very well that if he carried 
this motion to-night it will have no effect. 
What Government is going to reduce their 
revenue by .£217,000 a year through any 
motion of this House? It is not likely. It 
is no use any men1bor proposing a motion 
which will disturb the finances to that extent. 
The hon. member for Maranoa has not made 
out a case for this big reduction. The rail­
ways paid 4 per cont. last year. How many 
years did they pay 2 per cent. and 1~ per 
cent. ? How much are some of the farming 
lines in Queensland paying now? 

Mr. HUNTER: You reduced ratb yourself 
at one time. 

HoN. R. PHILP : I had a good reason, 
but there is no reason for it now. Some 
railways wer., paying b!lttor at that time 
than they are now. 

Mr. HUNTER: What year was that? 

HoN. R. PHILP : Let the hon. member 
look it up himsplf. While the hon. member 
for Maranoa was speaking, I have endeav­
oured to find out how some of thB farming 
lines paid last year. At the present time 
there are no rates so low as the rates for 
farmers' produce. The rates for timber are 
-very low too. The Minister has pointed out 
that the rates for butter, which is a grow­
ing industry, is much less than. in. Victoria. 
and New South Wales. 

Mr. GILT"IES: '!'he rate on cream is not lec•'S 
than in New South Wales. 

HoN. R. PHILP: On looking ov<>r some 
of the lines, I am astonished to find what 
they paid last year. I find that three lines in 
North Queensland, which are farmers' lines 
-Tolga to Malanda, Atherton to Tumoulin, 
and Cairns to Babinda-were all run at a. 
loss last yeur. They did not pay working 
expenses. The line from Kingaroy to Nan­
ango, which is a beautiful district and 
closely settled, paid 7s. 6d. last year, and 
then on the top of that the hon. member for 
Maranoa wants to make a further reduction. 

Mr. HuNTER: Thtey are paying better this 
year than ever they did, ,except last year, 
Bince they started. 

[Mr. Kessell. 

HoN. R. PHILP: That may be. If we 
want to do a fair thing all round we shoul_d 
classify the railways, and fi~d out. who IS 
paying too much and who IS paymg too 
little. 
~r. HcNTER: '.rhat is what I want. 
lioN. R. PI-HLP: You will find that it i• 

not the farmers ,,-ho are paying tDo little by 
a long way. 

Mr. RYAN: That is what the hon. member 
for :Yiaranoa says. 

HoN. R. PHILP : If the hon. membel' ior 
::Ylaranoa does not want to penalise the 
farmers surely he docs not \\ant to do this? 
~r. ReNTER: I am asking for a fair dPal 

for everybody. 
HoN. R. PHILP: It should be a fair thing 

all round. For what little I am doing, I am 
paving the highest rates in Queensland for 
th~ stuff I put on the raihyaJ:, but I do not 
complain, because I know 1t IS mo;re for t~a 
inter<"lt of Queensland to consider fif,y 
farmers than one man in ·western Queens­
land. For that reason we should make con­
cessions to farmers. The farmers ought to 
get the special benefits they are getting now, 
but they will not get them from tJ:e ho~. 
member. I am interested in a busmcss m 
North Queensland, and I find this little busi-

' ness is included in no less than three bene· 
fited areas. In connection with the line from 
Julia C1·eek to Cloncurry I am compelled to 
pay towards a Ioss this year. It is now a 
complete \V estern area, and then there iij the 
Mount Cuthbert line. 

Mr. COYNE: That is not fair. 

liON. R. PHILP: It is very unfair. The 
railwav has not benefited it one shilling. The 
people~ who haYe benefited by the rail>' ays 
should hu...-e been made to pay more than 
thev did. The people who benefited by. the 
Clo.ncurrv Raihv.ay 'vere the copper-rn1nes 
onlv. Oi1c copper m.ine has paid dividends 
up" to £300,000, and they are payi_ng ab~mt 
£12 a vear. One friend of mme 1s paymg 
about £800 a vear, and he does not benefii 
at all by it. ·This mine which is. benefite_d 
should pay a higher rate, because .1t alone IS 

benefited, and nobody else. 
Mr" HUNTER: Support the motion. 

HaN. R. PHILP: If I supported the motion 
I should be making a further reduction on 
the £12 a vear they pay. The copper won't 
last for ever; it does not grow again, and 
once these mines are worked out the burden 
will fall on the people in the district. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It is falling 
on them now, unfortunately, under the Act. 

Hox. R. PHILP: Yes. Thn Julia Creek 
to Cloncurry line las£ ye<1r only paid Ss. 2d. ; 
I think the year before it paid £2 18s" 1d. 
What would £10,000 more mean tD that 
copper-mine which has paid at least £300;090 
in dividends? They could afford to pay >t, 
and bY and bY it mav be worked out. I have 
always opposed thj; "guarantee of 3 per cent. 
on railway extensiOns. I have always held 
that peop.le in the distant Western portions 
of the State arc just as much entitl<cd to tJ::e 
railw..tys as the people inside. Their _ImP .'" 
built without any guarantee of any kmd; m 
fact, the places which have . be~efited most 
bY railwav extensions are distncts such as 
Brisbane, "Rockhampton, and Townsville.. All 
these ports benefit much more by railway 
extension than any other part of the country. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: Why not make them a 
benefited area.? 



Proposed Redurxion of [19 JUNE.} Railway Freights. '75 

HaN. R. PHILP: I tried to do it wh<:m 
the Hill was first introduced, and the hon. 
members' friends opposed it. I got no sup­
port from the han. member for Fortitude 
V alloy at the time. If they charge rates that 
will pay interest and working expenses, no­
body will expect them to do more than that. 
No Government will ever get more than 
interest and working expenses from the rail­
ways. VVhen the returns amount to more 
than sufficient to do that, they must lower 
the rates or incroaso 1vages. .. ... \_ return which 
will pay interest· and working expenses io all 
the people expect if they want to haF' the 
country opened up. I admit that the pas­
senger rate, want altering a good deal, but 
we ought to get a' much out of our railways 
as we are getting now-that is, 4 per cent. 
We have borrowed a great deal of money to 
build our railways, and the people for whose 
benefit those railways have been built should 
pay the interest and working expense··· in 
return for the benctlt they get: but I cer­
tainly think we should alter the 3 per cent. 
which we now charge the people in a bene­
fited area. I do not suppose this House will 
wipe !t out altogether, but I think 3 per 
cent. IS too much to <>xpect a new district 
to pay from the outset on the cost of a rail­
W'?'Y· . One of the richest agricultural dis­
trrcts m Queensland is along thG \Varwick­
Ki!Jacney Railway, yet that railway only 
paid 7s. 9d. per cent. last vear. That line 
was built at the cost of the whole of the 
people of Queensland, and the people in the 
district have no 3 )Wr cent. to pay. They 
pay no more than tho orclinarv rates 
although the line runs through he:mtiful 
agricultural land. The line from Pitts\\ orth 
to Millmerran only paid 8s. 5d. per cent. 
I was quite horrified when I looked up the 

' Commiosioner's report and found the small 
earnings on these agricultural lines. Of 
course, I always knew that farming lines do 
not pay as well as the main w· estern lines. 
They never havo paid as well, and we have 
always admitted in this House that, if we 
could gd sdtlement, we could afford to 
lose money on farming lines. But to agree 
tD su~n:1t to further loss of £217,000 woul-d 
be SUI' Ida] on the part of the Secretary for 
Railways. We could not possibly expect the 
han. gentleman to accept a motion of this 
sort. '\Ve shall have to be very careful of 
our tlnances, and we shall make a mi<.take if 
we go on spending money in building rail­
;'"ays at thG rate we ha vc been doing for tho 
mst two or thr<c yea.rs. I thmk the Govern­
ment will be wise if they spend during thG 
n~xt three. years what they spent last year. 
~Ve arc. gomg to have the greatht difficulty 
m gettmg more· loan monev for some time 
~or public works. \Ve see what hak happened 
m other States. \Ve Sf'!' how Victoria has 
hred. The Government tried to borrow 
£4,000,000 for the redemption of loans. and 
they have got £3,000,000. In N;_ w South 
Wales the:· cannot get money. Victoria and 
South Aus•ralia had to borrow money tem­
]lorari],. from Queensland because thev were 
not able to get it in the old country .;n fair 
terms. We know that the Premier of \Vest­
ern Australia WPnt home to trv and raise 
a loan, and he came back the other day 
without any money in his pocket. If the 

· Government are not above taking a little 
advice from me, I would tell them some 
of the reasons why people at home just now 
are opposed to lending us their money. One 
reason is that they can get better interest 

elsewhere. _They get better interesr . in 
Canada, for mstance. Then the peopl~ With 
money to lend in the old country say, '· 'vYe 
do not mind paying the same taxes as you 
pay yourselves, but it is unfair to tax: us 
more than you tax vourselves." The absen­
tee land tax doos n~t amount to much alto­
g-ether, but it does stick in the gizzard of 
the people who have money to lend. They 
say, ·· Properties are falling into our hands 
as mortgageeo. 'vVe do not want the pro­
perties, and we are prepared to part with 
them to-morrow if we could get our money 
buck; but because w·e liYe in England we 
have to pay double the amount of land tax: 
that you have to pay yourselves." 

:Ylr. RY.ix: They can easily sell land now. 

HaN. R. PHILP: I do not know. They 
are willing to sell. Then, again, thme is 
our income tax. \Ve charge absentees a 
he,avier income tax than ·we impose upon 
people >vho are resident in the State. I 
do not think the absentee income tax yields 
more than £2,000 or £3,000 a year, and I 
would advise the Treasurer to b1·ing in a 
Bill even this session and make the income 
tax the same for absentees as for people 
living in Queensland. It would help him 
tremendously when he wants to get that 
£13,000,000 in the year 1915, and it would 
belp him tremendously when he wants to 
g• ct more money for the construction of public 
,·1 orks, and the sum he now receives from 
the tax does not amount to anything at all. 
'll: he Federal land tax on absentees dol's not 
bring in more than £60,000, and the benefit 
t11 Australia would be more than kn times 
i/tat amount if the rate of taxation was made 
1111iform. 

Mr. RYAN: Money is tight at present all 
o cer the world. 

RoN. R. PHILP: It is. Still, Queensland 
1vas able to get money at tho beginning of 
t.his year, and she could get money now for 
[(OOd investments, but the Britisher does 
object to having to pay more in taxation 
than the people here. Taxation in Great 
Britain is not low, and, between the two, 
there are lots of people who are sending 
their money to Canada and eyen to Swit4or­
land to avoid the .'l.ustralian and British 
i".axes. It is only a matter of £ s_. d. with 
them-there is no sentiment about It. If we 
want to get money on the best terms. we 
r:hall haYe to pnt tho people who have the 
money to lend on the same terms vnth 
1"0gard to taxation that we are on ourselves. 

lYh. RYAN: You are laying down a very 
,.tartling proposition. 

HaN. R. PHILP: I do not think so. \Ye 
want money, and the only people who have 
rnonev to lend us in large quantities are the 
British people. The French people do not 
lend us money. 

Mr. RYA:S: Is not money as dea' m 
Canada? 

Hox. R. PHILP: It IS dearer than in 
Australia. 

Mr. RYAN: Have they no absentee tax m 
Canada? 

RoN. R. PHILP: They haYe no absente@ 
tax and they have no income tax:. 

::Yir. RYAN: Then how do yon explain 
money being dear there? 

HaN. R. PHILP: I will tell you. There 
is no Labour party in Canada. (Opposition 

!Jon. R. Philp.] 
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laughto~.) . There is a great demand for 
mouey m Canada. Fm: every 100,000 acres 
,, . .., put under cultivation they put millions 
o£ <ceres under the plough, and they want 
mo11ey to deYolop. the land, and, as a con­
sequence, money Is dearm· there than it is 
here.. Then pe?ple belieye they have more 
secunty for their money in Canada. ·when 
I w0nt home, people '':"ere selling out in Eng­
land and puttmg then money into Canada, 
but there were not many of those who were 
~cllmg out .who were putting their money 
~nto -~ustraha, I am sorry to say. Money is 
JUSt. hke flour, tea, or sugar. ·when there is 
a big demand for it tho price rises. At 
the I?resen.t time there is a feeling of in­
secunty \nth regard to Australian securities 
on the part of the people at homo in cvn­
sequence of the abst>ntee, land, and income 
taxr '• and they prefer to lend their money 
to. C?untnos where such taxes do not e'<ist. 
M1lhon' of English money are going to South 
Amen?a-to Argentma. :Nearly all the rail­
ways In that country are owned by British 
<:ompames, and they are making a good deal 
of money out of them. People are cosmo­
politan nm,·adays. So long as they get good 
f:L•eurr(, and a good rcturu on their 1noney, 
they do not care where they im-est it. The 
British public has sc>rved Australia vo·v 
well in lending us mone'o" at a low rate a·f 
int<-rest. I believe, as ·a matter of fact 
1110ll{'.Y i·" chea1x\r in Aust~.·alia to-dav tha~ 
in any other British possession. • 

.:\h. RYAN: Even though there are abs.cntoe 
ta-oePs here. 

· Box. R. ·PHILP: We have a great deal 
of money of our own in Australia. Interest 
rates have never been high. \Ve have verv 
large life insurance companies which lend 
their money at low rates of interest and at 
the present time there is not a great' demand 
for money in Australia. Peonle do not see 
t~eir way to . go into business; wages are 
high. and stnkes a.re rife, and people are 
rery cautious about embarking in busineaa. 

At 7 o'clock t/1P House, in arcorelancc u•ith 
Se•.xional Order, llrocccdcd with Gorernment 
business. 

ADDRESS IX REPLY. 

RESD~!PTIOX OF DEBATE. 

:'>Jr. BEBBIKGTOX (Drayton), \vho wa, 
l'r!cmved wrth '·Hear, hears F' said: I desire 
tn "J.Y a few words on this subject. As has 
beLn remarked before, we are verv fortunate 
i:1 having a gentleman like the present 
C overnor at th" head of the State. We are 
aJ~,:J Yt:ry fortunate in having a Governn1.cnt 
WcVJ han< done so well for th, State during· 
t!te past yc.1r. Speaking for mvself, I can · 
B7<Y l hat I haYl' receiYecl eYery c~urtesY fro1n 
:Mini ters, tlv. Fndcr Secretaries, and "all the 
G owrnnwnt officers with whom I have had 
busmess to trans;wt. and I believe that, so far 
as ~he:;·. could, the Government have granted 
t'n~ry~:ning that 'Yas rcasonablP. "\Y e may 
s~mo·:mwo ask for thin;;;s which are a little 
b1t unreasonable, and soinetin1es ,,.e do not 
nqwct to get >vhat we ask for, but I believP 
tha·: Pvory _ r<'ctsonabk' rcqu0st has bet•Il 
fTr 'It Pd. \'I<', as " House, advised tho Go­
n·rnnwnt t0 g:o slow, and vet some of us have 
hi•rn disapp0~nted at not getting as much 
rJom•y spent 111 our electorates as we wished, 

[1£/)n. R. Ph1'lp. 

I, for one, certainly have been. There is one 
little railway, promised about forty years ago, 
that I should have liked to have seen con· 
structed. The Premier, however, has given 
u,; a promise that that line will be gone on 
\cith Yery shortly, so I shall not say anything 
v.bout tho present. I believe the hon. gentle­
man will proceed with the constructiOn of 
that railway, and I hope he will do. so very 
t1oou. The Prcnier has spoken of his travels 
in the Korth and North·west. He spent 
some little time-I dare say he thought it was 
a good while-in one district with which I 
am faJniliar, but those who have been out 
there know that he merely took a glance o,t. 
the situation, and that he fell into the same 
mistake a•. other people fall into who only go 
there once on a yisit. The han. gentleman 
s Qid the country was only half stocked. I 
'"ould remind him that halt stocked in a good 
s :ason might mean overstocked in a bad 

'"vi!. \Y e ha \'C some wonderful grasses out 
West, and when the:• dry and fall to the 
ground they are equal as fodder to any hay 
we can produce on the Downs. If I had my 
way, I would make it compulsory for every 
member of the J'usemblv to travel over the 
State, because, if they did that, when they 
came to the House thev would know some­
thing about what they were talking about. 

::Ylr. GILLIES: They want educating about 
the North. 

Mr. BEBBI::\GTON: Decidedly they do. 
iYiany m .,mbors, especially members on the 
other side of the House. imow very l;ttle of 
the State outside Brisbane. Members oppo· 
site arc undoubtedly a very fine class of men, 
but their knowledge of Queensland is, in some 
cas(•F, limited to Queen street. That is why 
we as a country party are driven to doing 
things which we would not do otherwise. vV e 
have members •on that side continually advo­
cating thP purchase of the Brisbane trams by 
the Government, and yet there are thousands 
of people in the interior who are 40 miles 
away from their mail offices. Still, those 
membPrs would purchase the trams, and so 
possibly get to picture shows ~d. cheaper, and 
there are some who advocate an enormous 
Pxpenditure for the construction of a bridge 
across tha river. I say that we have a right 
on behalf of the country people to object to 
such uselesq expenditure in large cities. Some · 
referPncC< has been made to the moat industry, 
and most wild statements have been made 
\Yith regard to a meat company which has 
estnblishod works down the river. The 
persons who made those statements must 
think that the people of Queensland are 
easily gulled. One statement was that the 
comp.tny was hunted out of New South 
Wales.· 

Mr. GILLIES: Which company? 
Mr. BEBBINGTON: The one down the 

rive>r. Anc· man who knows anything about 
the government of any State or country, 
knows perfcctl0• well that certain laws govern 
each State, and that so long as anyone comes 
'·ithin thoc··~ laws he has a right to go into 
the country without asking anvone's permis­
sion. The 'company I refer to ciune here with· 
cut asking anyone's permission to enter the 
country. 

'The PREMIER: Or any favour. 
Mr. BEBBINGTON: Yes, without asking 

any favour; and I say the only people who 
hlwe so L>r gained by their coming here are 
the Labour party. for the company have em­
ployed a large number of men. I wish to 
allude especially to a statement mad<> by the 
l<adcr of the Opposition, a gentleman whom 
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I respect very highly. Of course he looks at 
things from a legal point of view. I look at 
them from a farmer's point of view. I am 
very sorry that he is not the farmer and that 
I am not the lawyer, as I believe I should 
be in a very nmch bett-er position. The state­
ment I refer to was made bv the ho•1. mc•m­
ber at a Labour convention," where he said-

" W c actually find the Premi<er of the 
State going to Adelaide and saying he 
was pleased that the meat trust of 
America was to establish works on th<:' 
banks of the Brisbane River. 

" A Voice : Shame on him.. 
" Mr. RYAN: As the Labour dailv 

p, ... , has pointed out, beoi in America i:s 
Is. 7d. ]Jer lb., and if we allow the meat 
trust hore, a similar state of affairs "·ill 
be s.,•.-n in Queensland." 

vVhy do they not got hotter information with­
out making US!l of such statements as that? 
Here we have the ven latest from America 
from the trade ihelf. -

Mr. GrLLIEd : Oh ! That is very reliable. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Yes, it is reliable. 
\V:hile hon. gentlemen opposite say that they 
Will be up agamst the farmers and thero will 
be no n1or<-~· corn petition if this company co1nes 
here, I can show from this that they are 
paying double the price for their u~ttl!' than 
'vhat \VC are getting here. 

Mr. BoOKER : Three times the price. 
l\Ir. BEBBIKGTON: Yes, and thcv are 

selling their meat cheaper retail tha"n we 
arG here. 

Mr. RYAN: Cheaper than here? 

Mr. BEBBI::\GTON: Yes undoubtedlv. 
This stut,'ment I am quoting from is f1·om 
a Governm0r~-t source -and is as reliable as 
anything "h,ich come's from this House'. It 
:say.s here-

" Buenos Ayres, Tue,day.-'I'he Go­
v.ernment has consulted leading poli­
tiCians, all of whom are cattle-breeders 
and has been advised not to interven~ 
between the Argentine meat companies 
and t?e American beef trust, unless the 
Americans as sole controllBrs endcav­
ocu·,cd to establish arbitrary prices for 
stock.'' 

Now thc,o are the buyers, the men them-
sclvBs. · 

Mr. THEODORE: What are }·"JU quoting 
from? 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : It is in all the Pre'·,'· 
~ ou gentle:nen opposite must have all s<>en 
1t. I am quoting from the cable that ap­
peared in the "Daily Mail," but it app.•arcd 
m all of the papers. It goes on-

"Amoricn.n buyen m2intained that 
the,~ were able to pny dCI3 IO,, to £I4 P"r 
head, and sell at :•n avcrav,e of 3~d. per 
lb. without making a loss." 

The PRE:UIER: That is in the Argentine? 
Mr. BEBBIKGTO::-J: Yes. Thor··· it is 

either ow· thing or the odwr. HDw <::Ul a 
compan:;- roisc th<> pri< c of th<> stock and sdl 
the moat chea;->~r? They U· e bc,'ter machin­
ery e~d have a better systc'·1 d Ll'<'~ccmcnt, 
and t~~;y ~:npJoy a large._, nurnbcr of :mrrr. 
Fiow rs fnch a com-lany g-oing to injure 
~t~ee_n· land, I v·o'lld like to know? How ean 
It InJure Q,_,~ensland ? 
. l\1r. THEODORE: You prctenrl to be very 
mnocc nt on that qupstion? 

:Mr. BEBBI="'G'l'ON: Well I assure the 
hon ''entleman that I am. (Laughter.) If 
sue!~ ·~, c~mpanv cut··· down the price of 
stock, then th,; Government which is in 
power, whether it be Labour or. Liberal, 
would help us to form co·operatrve com­
panic'. Tlwy would give us half the .an10unt 
for the erection of meatworks, whrch the 
presPnt Government have o{fered us. and 
we could go in for co-operative enterprises. 

Mr. GILLIES: How do you know that? 

1\:lr. BEBBIXGTO="J: Because wo have 
had their r,romic-e. (Opposition laughter.) 
There is no possibility of the trust fixing 
the price . to suit themselvcc, because we 
have our rc.ilwuys. (Hear. hear!) More 
than th·"<t, we undoubtedly have the· prod no· 
tion in our O\Vn hand~-, and we can just 
plea<''' ourscln'' whether. we give it to them 
or not. Th<l.t \Vould mean that ·we ould 
onl,v giYc it to theu1 so long as it paid us 
ta d<> so. lYe have had .a gn•at noise lately 
«bout the oort of Ji,·ing, and we have been 
told the producers, or someone elSP, are mak­
ing a fortune out of it. 

:Mr. L.mcmmE: Cheese has gone up. 

::\Ir. BEBBIXGTO:;\; : The hon. gentkmlm 
would not like to have to manufacture clwese 
ut th" pri<'e it is now, or he would have to 
work a lot harder than ever he has done. 
(Government laugbt<>r.) I can giv<e some 
prices of commodities which I got from the 
daily Pr0ss to-day. Tru•v appeared in all the 
papers. They are all the same. F!Dur 
to-day is Ps. per bag. I remember when 
the price of flour was £I 12s. a bag. That 
''·as the ordinary price which we had tD }•ay 
for our flour from South Australia. and I 
have sold hundreds of bags at that. prie<.'. 

Mr. McCoR:UACK: What weight ef bag'? 

Mr. BEBBINGTOX: 200 lb. Potatoes, 
old, are 5s. 6d. to 6s. 7d., and new 7s. to 7s. 
6d. It used to be £1 and £I 5s. Tine is 
the average nric?. I can remflinber \"".Jhcn 
they WBre £25 per ton, end I paid £25 
JlGl' ton for them. Tlwse <:ll'e the far­
mer,' price·; that I am giving no-,·. : 
Chro'e i .. , quoted .at 7!d. to Sd. P<'r lb., 
and bu+"er f"om 1•·. Id. to ls. I~d. Be­
fore you gDt local produC'tion, buHPr was 
alwavs sold retail at Is. 6cl. ner lL., and 
rhre.:., cost Is. per. lh. whokoal" lanclrd in 
QueDnsla.nd. I know f'Xaetly what I am 
talking about in connN•tion with the,.e pri 
Bacon is quoted at n•l. to 9d. per lh .. a•I<l 
harrs IHd. per !'..,. The price for l·<eon 
nsad to he from 10d. t0 Is .. anrl f0r Em:;!ish 
hams the urice was h. 6d. per Jh. 

Mr. RYACi': Do you ':lY that the cost nf 
living is not going up? 

Mr. BEBBI="'GTO="': Not the {O'<t of 
nece&;aries of life. The c~st of living- gene:·­
ally has gone up I know. I know I couH 
increase the cost of my living from £IOO 
to £200 a yeur if I wisll(>d to. If w" can 
raise· a man's '' ag0s •O much the bette.·. 
(Hear, hr··u· !) ThPn, is no doubt. that a man 
\':" ,t.ting £4 P '"e~k is a bP1:ter citizrn th?n 
the n~~n gettin~ £2 a we·?k. (HE~·tr, he,'1 ; r 
Chaff IS quoted at 3s. to 6s. per bag, and 
out of th>" has t.o com,·· £2 per ton for 
expenses. That shows how rnanv hour·. a 
day t}h} far·mPr has got ~D ·work in ordf'r· 
to give the p·onle cheap foo•'. Th0 f 'r nor 
has to work all hours of the ni!::ht and !,e 
abo has to get his children to help hi··r: to 

jj,f r. Bebb1:nvton.] 



78 Address in Reply. [ASSEMBLY.] Address in Reply. 

work just for the simple reason that the 
P"Ople who are living in the cities may go 
to the p1cture shows and may hayc cheap 
food. (Laughter.) 

C\c\r. BOOKER: And keep our friends oppo­
sit.:~ in co1nfort.. 

Mr. BEBBIXGTO=": Yes. Undoubtedly 
t'.1at is tlw reason for it. :1\ow I want to have 
"omething to say about what I consider is 
Queensland's greatest pest. I rder to tho 
l tri'•kly pear. l think if Que<>nsland sus­
! •ended every other industry and put all her 
encrgip, into _g·etting_ rid of the prickly-pear 
p<:>o,r, 11 would be domg something good for 
the State. '\Vhen we consider that 38 000 000 
?_:-~.p', of our good country is inft ,,t~d v~ith 
tl>lS IJLt. I F.ay that this matter has got to 
be regarded in a serious way. I say that we 
must r<'garcl ::VIr. Roberts <1> a benefactor to 
Queen,.Jand. I hope that the Government 
will deal with him. as liber<:lly as possible in 
th~' mattnr of hrs expernnents with the 
r:riCkly-prar pest. It i,o juct possible that the 
GovcrnmPnt may want to be too strict with tho 
('OntrdcC I know that you have a big difficulty 
m kcPpmg tlw land cleared after YOU have 
once cleared it. W c know that there is a 
lot of land near Government reserves, for 
mHtance, and they arc infested with pricklv 
pc<Ir. That land is a rental and more than 
a rPntal to keep it cl<:>ar of pear. and the 
l~ast tlw qiovcrnment r:an ?o when tho people 
c ,·ar thcrr lands ac!Jommg reserves is to 
s:;c· that the Govprnment rec.erYes are kept 
t'•ear. and they can do that by letting these 
pe.opJ". haF' the land and give them some­
rll1ng- mto tllG bargain for keeping clown the 
]lr9t. 

, Mr. CcYNE : \Y ould it not be better for tho 
(, ovcnment to clc:u th" pest off them.eelves? 

. Mr. BE~B}:NGTON : Yes, if they can do 
rt .. Th~ Mu.uster for Lan?s sai_d that every­
th_mg 1s go1ng _on splendrdly m connection 
wrth the expenments, and there are hun­
dreds of people. ':'atching and waiting to 
~ear what the Mm1ster has got to oay about 
!t. There are .all sorts of stories told about 
rt, S•Jme referrmg to ·a failure and some to 
succ<-- s, and I know that hundreds of men 
a.re <;atchinr,: the re,ults, as it means to 
t.hem the difference between success and ruin. 
The perrr has got them in its clutches to such 
"n ;xtcnt that they are nearly going to leave 
ihe1r homes, so you can understand how the"' 
men are carefully watching for any escape 
from thi,, !'lE'st. The MiniHter has informed 
me that it iF undoubtedly going to be a 
Ru~r.ess, and that Mr. Roberts is going to 
hmld a very large factory to manufacture his 
gus and to manufacture machinery. I cer­
tainly hope, if there is any difficulty about 
money or anything else, that the GoYernment 
will stop in and give him everything he 
wants. You cannot be too liberal with him, 
BO long as he is going to destroy the pear, 
and I trust, when it is a proved success, 
t.ha.t there will be a good many small 
m"chines manufactured, and if private enter­
prise does not step in and manufacture them. 
let the Government manufacture tl-rem bv all 
means, and let the farmers have •hem ·free 
of cost to enable them to deal with <,his awful 
l""t and to regain the land which has ah·,·ady 
bi·en bken po,session of. There are plenty 
of Bplendid farms composed of the very best 
land we have, and worth £5 or £6 an acre, 
'mel I saw some only ·a fortnight ago wheT<' 
there are only abeut 30 acres cultivated and 
dear of pear, and as to the rest, you could 
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not get a wallaby through the pear. If that 
land could be cleared at a cost of about £1 
lOs. an acre, undoubtedly I say Mr. Roberts­
will be a benefactor to Queensland, and I 
am quite sm:e the Government will do 
<JYerything they l)ossibly can to encourage 
him. Now, I would like to say a few words 
on education. \Ve have a good deal to­
thank the Government for in giving us these 
high schools in the country, but we want to 
go further than that. It is no use us having 
high schools unless we have qualified teachers 
who can pass the children into these schools. 
and I certainly object yery strongly to un­
classified teachers being placed in country 
schools-when that is the only opportunity 
that country children haYe of getting an 
education-and the best teachers kept in the 
towns. It would be very much better, both 
for the teachers and for the children, if we 
had fully qualified teachers sent out to the 
country and allow the young teachers to 
come into the towns where they can study 
and pass examinations to their own benefit. 
I sa.J high schools are no good unless we 
haYe the teachers who can pass the scholars 
up to them. Dealing with the Elections Act 
-we shall have to trust the Government to 
do the best they can in that matter. I do 
not profess to be an export in election mat­
ters, and I leave it to my friends opposite, 
but in the past election there was nothing 
whatever to stop a stranger, in many of the 
di~tricts, from voting three times. He could 
Yote three times as easy as voting once. Now 
we pass to the question of public borrowing. 
I shall deal with that matter. later on, but, 
just in passi)1g, I would like to say that as 
we have to borrow so much, and we are so 
dependent on the British money-lender, would 
it not he better, in a busint"·s-like way, to 
show them some kind of a balance-sheet­
something of what our resources in Queens­
land are, and in what way the money is 
expended? I mean our railways. If we put 
money into a railway-very often the land 
through which the railway goes is only worth 
£1 lOs. an acre or perhaps nothing before 
the railway was built, but when the railway 
goes through it is often sold up to £5 or £6 
an acre. 

}.fr. HuxHAM: Don't we give them full 
i,nformation ? 

~.lr. BEBBINGTON: :;\To, we don't. I 
think it would be bc·tter to giYc them all the 
i.nfornu_? ion -w.e nossiblv can. There is a 
refcrencP in the Go.,;ernor's Sneech to 
mineral oil. and I certainly hope- that this 
industry will be a big success, becaus•: with 
llm' oil engines and the different things we 
are running now, if there is one thing w_e 
n.eed cheap, it is oil, and I may say that rt 
ic: one of the most difficult things t<J g<"' 
because if a merchant or commercial travel­
ler is travelling on the Downs, he is v~ry 
anxious to sell machinery and everythmg 
in that line, but he will only take an order 
for oil fuel merely as a favour. 

Mr. GILLIES: Why is that? 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Because, like many 
other lines, there is co profit in it. 

Mr. GILLIES: Ah! 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I can see that the 
han. member does not know very much 
about the business, and for his information 
1 will give some particulars. If a commer­
cial traveller on the Downs takes an orde1· 
for fuel oil, he comes down here to Eris-
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bane, and has to hand the order over to 
another firm, and the only allowance he 
gets is ~d. per gallon, and he has to s<md 
his cheque for the value of the oil, and 
take all the responsibility. Therefore you 
(annot wonder why they almost refuse to 
hke orders for fuel oil, except as a favour. 
1 certainly hope if this business is suc!less­
fu!, that the Government will keep posses­
sion of it and let us have it as cheaply as 
possible. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! .\. piece 
of socialism. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: There is nothing 
socialistic about keeping what we have got. 
I always like to keep what I have got. 
(Laughter.) We now come to the question 
of land settlement. I have heard a good 
many people-usually people from the city 
and Ministers-talk about ready-made farms 
on which to put the people when they come 
here. If there is one thing that I would 
object to, it is to making farms r<>ady fo;r; 
immigrants. 

Mr. GILLIES: Why? 

Mr. BEBB"INGTON: It is the one thing 
that would be a failure, because you can­
not make farms to suit other people; 
neither can you do as much with labour 
that you have to pay for as a man ca:q 
de with his own labour. We have alreadv 
had evidence of that where roads wer"B 
required for the settlers in the Bell district. 
·what was the result? The roads were very 
good, but they were added on to the price 
of those farms, and they cost about four 
times as much as the farmer could have 
done the work himself; and if you are 
going to n1ake farms ready for people tP 
go on to and you are going to do a lot of 
improvements they do not want, and then 
charge it on, how long are they going to 
stop on it? I very much prefer our Agri­
cultural Bank. A man can go and take 
up his pi~ce of land, and he can settle to 
work himself as hard a; he likes, and then 
he c.1,n come down to the bank and he can 
g.et half the value of his own labour. That 
is finding the man himself in work. He 
has not to pay four times the value of the 
labour to somebody else who will be moping 
about half the time. I certainly object 
very strongly to ready-made farms. I 
say it is courting failure. Now, there hab 
been some misunderstanding amongst the 
farmers who have been expecting rather too 
much from the renurchased estates. Thev 
are asking that their int<erest shall be . re­
duci!d to 4 per cent. Every man in this 
HoE,e knows perfectly well that the Go­
vernment cannot lend out money at 4 per 
cont. per annum, so that if I was '"'¥n.ited 
on bv -a denutation on a question like that, 
I wo-uld tefl them straight out that it was 
impossib!P to get money at 4 per c,mt., and 
that they might just a•; well take their 
Pl:tance at 5 per cent. 

Mr. BERTRAM: The Federal GoYernmcnt 
can do it. 

::Vir. DE3Bil':GTO~: The Federal Go­
y,,rnmcnt cnnL -~ lonrl nlOE"'Y .1t 4 per (_ ~nt. 
You can take me word for that. If they 
coc1ld, then V\C' could soon pla'_f' a few rnil­
lions. I b0lieve that eYer, thinf'" has bu'n 
done and thnt ev~ro thing that can be will 
h' done to k'C'D thce0 m<'n on the land, and 
any man who ]; ill work his farm and try to 
make a success of it, that man will have 
e...-ery cmcouregcn1ent and eYer~,¥ as.,istance 

to stay on his farm; but ~he man who comes. 
along and takes up a prece of land purely 
for opeculation--I do not see that. thr~ t?· 
vernment should step in and help hrm m IS 
speculation. And then we' co_me down to the 
Stock and, Produce Agents Brll-undo~btedly 
the thing to which we have been lookmg for­
>Vard. It is a measure that no other Govern­
ment in Australia, whether Labour or any 

other, has eyer undertaken. The 
[7.30 p.m.] cnder Secretary has sent_ to all 

the other States of Australia, and 
not a single one of them has a. statute on 
their books dealing with the sellmg of pro­
duce so that we shall certainly be tho first 
w that re;pect. Many of the_ agents for· 
our factories stand on a very drfferent foot­
ing' altogether. These large mcrcl~ants work 
un-der a'greement, and the commissiOn and 
tl 8 price they shall sell at arc fixe~, so t?at 
there is no poo"ible chance of thou gettmg 
any more than that to wh1ch they have 
agr0Nl. And more than that, the company 
with which I arr, conneded has been d_eal­
ing for manv year----about seven or erght 
vearc. I should sa~·-with the same firm, and 
~ve are p0rfectly satisfied. Consequently, we 
arc- not aimin!'" at those people who ~o. 
their bueinr •, honcftly, but are only d_esrr­
oue of dealing with those _who are dehber­
.atelv trving to rob the consignee. Cases have 
been tr"i:tced that we:·e very far from bemg 
what thev shoul.d be, and th~se ~re the 
obj cct of ·the introduction c:f thrs Bill. All 
laws are the same; and thrs one may hurt 
s0 m<' persons whom we do not want to 
!-,urt; but it should bP understood that we 
o!!lv desire to punish those who have bee_n 
dclibl'ratclv robbing the producer of his 
produce. ·'rh<'n I believe_ that the market 
accommodation is utterly madequate for ~he 
produce that is sent down to it, and I thmk 
myself that in the interests of the c~msumer 
and the producer alike the Agn_cultural 
DqH, rtment ohould spend a considerable 
wm of money in putting up a proper 
markc>t, something li\m the wool stores that 
nrc to be seen in Brisbane, '\Vhere we could 
have well-lighted rooms on the bottom flo?rs 
fc,r the display of our produce, to whwh 
thl' urchascr could come and _buy from 
,,-hou he lik0d or wherever he hked. The 
,.,,oms higher U!J could be used . for storage. 
h1 Enghnd the railwa;>' companw'l treat t~e 
pcop]o V('l''• dif:I:'erently from th~ '" ay _In 
which v,-, arc treat"d here, for they build 
1& rge '''an:- wusC'R ,,~here they store carg~:ws 
of wheat, "upply bags, and ~o everythmg 
oJ,e. merch- to P•'t t~e frcwht. And I 
think it is in tho intcre·ts c:f both con,umcr 
and producer that our Agncultural Depart­
men' should spond c:~ small sum of mon';'y, 
say £20.000, ir1 putting up a market, wrth 
w~ll-lighted rooms on t11e b?ttom floor and 
;' torao;e roorn; above, .to -which our country 
people could ''~nd then s_tuf!' down and put 
a reserve o'l it, so that If It were not sold 
it could be kept in shrar-e at a_ small, charge. 
, .. hicli, I believe, would. cortamly c.: oar c:ff 
tho interest and redemptiOn of the money m 
u very reasonable time. I belir-v~ that ~he 
prc·'•ent building- covel'S ~n ex;ellent srt:', 
but on all that ya]uuble prece o, land thme 
i onh· one ston·. and I think it •,; ould . be 
imt a~ well to put up a six or seven storred 
imildinv, where storag.:• cou!d be gc:t at a 
f,n-Jll char,;c that would qmto pay mtcreet 
',- d redemntion. A nm of £20,000 "auld 
L . quite enought to start.. The leader of 
tic.' Oppocition the other mght put forward 
two platforms--one offered by the Govern-

Mr. Bebb£nr1ton.l 
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Fwnt and one put forward by himself­
,apparently for the farmer to choose between 
them. He dealt with them in a legal way, 
and now I want to deal with them from 
'he farmers' point· of view. He dealt with 
it very ably from his own point of view. 
These legal men always, when thev have a 
weak case, try to cover up ~ e much as pos­
sible, and he ciid that very nice!:. ; he 
covered up all the ugly parts and showed 
only the good on<"s. I am .urc that ho will 
give me the privikgc of giving my point of 
view in the f·::tme wa:y. 

An HoNOURABLE ~\1r;. 'D~R: Give us tho 
farmers' platform, too. 

:01r. BEBBINGTOX: Tho first thing that 
we soc is that the State and local govern­
mEnt should own all tho means of produc­
tion, distribution, and exchange. That 
means that tho;c who own the means of 
production, distribution, and exchange really 
own those who produc0 it. There is no 
g_etting away from that, and it means going 
nght back to slavery. (Laughter.) On the 
Sl!gar plantations they had their s.aves pro­
c:ucing thoii· food for them, and now they 
want to give us State slavery, which is ten 
times T~·orse than .._,roprietary slavery, bccau~o 
the pcoprietor did, at any rat€', have ;m in­
h•rest i.n his slane to the <•cdont of his ', alue. 
These are the lovely thing-s the hon. member 
is offering to the farmers. He said we should 
restrict borrowing, and especially he said he 
"'.vas in favour of the establishment of any 
eft'ectiYe 0inkin~ fund. No\Y, I do not seQ 
\vhy we s~1ould paY a large sun1 of monf'y 
for posterity, and tux oursel.-es to help 
those who have done nothing for us. If 

·" establioh our railwavs and ark up our 
tJ·ado. and then hand· them down 1Yith a 
country like this, I think it is quite -uffi­
ciPilt. ,\nci then we como to a graduated 
lo.nd tax on land values. There a;·e just 
tl:>ree lines here which I 1 :ish to read. aml 
ask o.ny man who knows anvthing about 
f" rming to tell me how the rna;, on thG land 
is going to exi•t if thc"e como into opera­
tiOn. No, ih<'y are pandering to the people 
who live in the big cities. where most of 
th<? votes are; they are looking to the man 
on the land to su~oport tho man in the town, 
and yet they are trying to do something 
that "ill have thG effect of driving every­
body from the land into the town. First 
tltere is the '"''tablishmont of a sinking fund, 
then there is the graduated land tax, and 
then the leasehold syst. >m of land tenure; 
and I a.·:k any han member who knows 
an) thing about farming how tho man on the 
land is going to live if those three things 
are carried into effect? Now they throw 
out a sprat, D~nd thev say: 'Ve will give you 
pcrpr-tual 1< ase, with the right of arranging 
the rent when thev like and as thev like. 
'What can we cxpe.;t from a body of men 
who to-day put on a land tax in ·western 
Q'wensla~nd of throe times the rental value? 
\~hat sort of a rent can we exnect them 
to put on a leasehold tenure? -They >ay 
that thev want evorv man to have the re­
sults of ·his labour; 'but I say that in this 
they are w.<nting and doing everything pos­
sible to give the man in the city the results 
of the man's labour in tho country. Let 
me show how the perpetual lf>ase works. 

Mr. GILLIES: How does it work in Eng­
land? 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: This country is not 
like England. The han. member does not 
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know much of what he is talking about. I 
expect something better from a farmer._ I 
expected he would know what a se],·ctlon 
meant and that he would know somethmg 
of th~ hardships, the privation:<, and the 
f .tcrifices of a man .,]10 takes up a scrub 
S·'lection. ~~o\V, vou give a 111an a scrub fnrm 
on a lease, and it takc•s him twenty years to 
gc't it into anything like order, and you cay 
ho has to ha.-e a renewal of the rent--

Th:l SPEAKER: Order ! The han. rwem­
be'-' has exhausted the time aJI.owed tu1der 
the St.e1nding Orders. 

Mr. LENNO.!\i (Herbert): I think the 
House ought to ba full of gratitude to the 
hon. member who has ju,t sat do11 n for 
i' fusing a little life mto the debate. The 
most noticeable thing last night was the 
disinclination on the part of tho C!overnn1cnt 
supportcrc; to say anything at all in favour 
of the Governor's Speech. 

}lr. BOW)IAN: Especially ::.VIinisters. 

Mr. LEN:'-iO:\': Especially the Minders. 
Their thick-and-thin ,' cmportero had nmhiug 
to m:;· on the question. 1 think _th":t that 
may be acc' pted at ann as an mdlCatwn 
uf the fact that the Govm·nor' J Speech means 
Yery litt.le. It is a ver:; colourl<"'' produc­
!ion indeed, and I think if he had the oppor­
tnnitv a prominent politican would be m­
cline;l to speak of it as a gelatinous com­
]JO'md. I will not at all attempt to traverse 
the remarks--

The SPEAKER: Order ! I apologi,e to 
the IIoEse for having inadvertently followed 
th(; cour~e v;hic h I took under Standing 
Or<lPr 107 this .thcruoun. I was under the 
in11n _;., sion for th UlOH1' ;at that the pEr~od 
of forty minut ., dlo-.1 eel <''l that motwn 
operated on the present debate. I now call 
upon the hon. member for prayton to _sp!)ak 
for the period of one hour rf he so desrres. 

HONOUR.\BLE MD1BER' : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Thank vou, Mr. 
Speaker. I may say that we ,;:re really 
r,ntoiul to you for keepin~ u~ in order vay 
often. (:Hoar, hear !) I will JUSt resume my 
nddrcss on the benefits which tho leader of 
the Op;oosition said the farmers were goin_g 
to get from his party. I say that tl;at rs 
driving us to worse ,•lavery than proprwtary 
slavery. 

::'.fr. RYAN: Your arguments arc entirely 
crigi,al. 

Mr. BEBBINGTOX: If the hon. mf'mber 
had ever taken up a scrub farm, or ever 
worked one-if he had ever heen in tho 
rcmntry and knew anything al•out it-he 
would not have allowed such a clause to go 
into that platform. I am sure he w~mld not, 
because I believe he honestly des1res that 
PYery man should have the result of his 
lalYmr, but it is unfortunate that they have 
so little information on the subject. If they 
had a few farmers in their ranks who would 
come o~er to this ·,ide and got a little in­
formation it woL.ld do them an e-normous 
u.mount of good. The effect of the operation 
of those daue<"s would simply be to give the 
Jnan in the citv the rHult of the labour of 
the man in the country, because it takes a 
farn•er twPnty y<'ars to get a selection up to 
anorhing like order. If you give him a lease 
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for twEnty years, you then tako back tho result 
of his labour. \Vhat doe, he J,,ake sacri­
fices for? \Vhy doec he go Fhort of food and 
cl,Jthing and eveFthing el"e? \Vhy do his 
wii" and family ctay up there? Is it not to 
make it their home, and not to get a lease? 
But the Labour party are offering a lease 
that is not worth the paper it is writtf)n on, 
simply because you can raise the rent until 
the valus of the land is nothing. Are you 
going to let a mcm Silend the br,t years of 
his hff' to bring a fann to a good standard, 
and thD takr· it over and give it b.Jck to the 
State-to the people who have sat in the 
picture roo:as night after night? Are they 
to sh.•ro t~w labour of the !min who has 
gone into thA country and felled the scrub 
and sacrificod overything? I say not. Those 
are th~ conditions 1vhich they offer, and say 
they are good for farmers. (Laught·er.) 
What is all this done for? It is done simply 
that the people in the cities may live free 
of t.-.xation, at the exp!;nse of the man on. 
the land. 

HONOURABLE :!\,1EI;mERB : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. BEBBINGT0::'-1": I will give proof 
from one of their own men at one time­
that is Dr. Kidston. I was going with him 
up North. and I entered into convm·oation 
with him on different matters. He said, 
H There is no need for t:txation in Queens­
land." I knew what he was driving at, but 
I said, "\Vhy not?" He said. "There is 
plenty of State land in Queensland, and plenty 
more that ought to be Shte land, and if you 
on]:; get the rents high enough the people 
in the cities can live free of taxation." I have 
givf'n the han. gentleman's own words; he 
will tell ~';ou hin1self that he said it. Those 
are the hPautifu! thing·· that the leader of 
the Oppoc;iti·Jn offers to tho farmers, instead 
of what 1vo cere offr Ted here. I hope that the 
Lab0 ·.ir part;r will cend their platform up to 
the farmers -. J that they c<tn read it. Then 
ther;, is another thing mentioned-State 
agc>ncv for all hrm products with a view to 
cstabli,:hing .-tandard prir"s. They are 
alwavs talking ahout reducing the cost of 
living-, and I wish them luck if they can do 
it: l1ut if the,· want to reduce the cost of 
living, and get it out of our bones, I say 
"'No." 

GoVERN1!ENT ]\,'fEl.:lnER& : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. BEBBIXGTON : I am not going to 
associate hon. members on the other side 
with -,hat is done in phces where Labour 
reigns supreme, but a little thing happened 
to a traveller which will sho~ what we may 
expect if such a thing did happen. I am not 
going to blame han. members opposite, be­
cause they are just as honourable as we are. 
(Laughter.) \Yhat ha,; happened is this­
tl'"Y do not know what they are doing. 
(Laughter.) If they calculat<ld what they 
were doing. or wha>: they were dragging us 
to, it would be a different thing altogetlwr. 
(Lani!hter.) They would be pprfectlv hon­
ourable if thr,y had the knowledge. (Laugh­
ter.) But Jhey have not. (Renewed lan.gh­
ter.) I will read a quotation from "Life" 
to give han. members an idea of what is 
likelv t? happen under Labour rule. 

Mr. T<'rHELLY: Yo'' were at the Trades Hall 
yesterday. . (Laughter.) 

Mr. BEBBT"JGTON: Certain],;- I wes, and 
the hem. memb~r treoted me ver~· kindlv. but 
I wil 1 ~dmit that what I was m·ost afraid of 
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was the possibility that he would get out and 
leave me to pay the cab fare. (Laughter.) 
This is the quotation-

" The persecution of non-unionists at 
Broken Hill is C'"lrried to curious lengths. 
A letter in the daily Press gives the e:r-­
pm·ience of a writ·2r in a Broken Hill 
hotel-

" ' Everyone here is supposed to be 
provided with a card of a certain colour 
0ach month to show it as a sign of finan­
cial stab lity as a frOod unionist. Failure 
to produce the c.11J en demand renders 
one liable to be crushed. My card was 
demanded, and was not produced. Before 
I knew where I was I was left sitting at 
the table by myself as if I nad 3; disea~e. 
I thought I would then have> tea m peace. 
but the waiter refused to serve me. I 
was not going to be be:>.ten,_ and went 
out thinking to buy somethmg to eat, 
but found I had been published as a scab, 
and could not get· served. This is Labour 
rule.''' 

(Laughter.) Those are some of th.e. lovely 
things that the leade1· of the Oppos1t10n has 
to offPr to the farmer. I know they are not 
his own. I know that he is too honourable 
for that. I thank han. members V£ry kindl_y 
for the attention they have paid me lh1s 
evening. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. LENNON (Herbert): After the breezy 
interval which has occurred sin(le I last .at­
tempted to address the House, 1 would hke 
to say that I have no intention whatever of 
following the exceedingly comprehensive 
opt'ech just delivered. It covered so mnch 
·round that time would not permit of my 
~ttampting to cope with it in any respect at 
dl. In the first place, I have to say that I 
experic-nce no alarm at all at the prospect 
of the pcxpetual leasehol4 s;ystem in place ~f 
the freehold system. Is It not most remarK­
able that the rno-t prosperous industry we 
.have in Australia is all the time conducted 
on the leasehold principle? I refer to the 
pastoral industry. 

Mr. LAND: And a short lease, too. 

Mr. LENNON: Ninety-five per cent. C?f tho 
holdings are held under lease, and th~t rs the 
most prosperous industry we have m Aus­
tralia. 

Mr. RYAN: And Labour members repre­
sent those constituencies. 

Mr. LENNON: I would like also to call 
attention to one instance of the benefits of 
a leasehold tennre which came under my 
notice when I was travelling in thP North. 
Like instances occur in larger centres, such as 
Melbourne and London, but I will take Rock­
hampton as an example. In Rockhampton 
the;<· have a municipal area which caJlle into 
their hands as a free gift from the Govern­
ment and the': have leased that land on H,e 
pcrp~tual lease system, and it is about the 
best source of revenue in the possession of 
the municipal counc·l of Rockhampton. 
There is an instance in local !!Dvernment of 
the benefits arising from 7he lec•sehold systPm 
of tenure. Appl:v it to the whole S>ate, and 
you have in a nutshell what the le 'S"hold 
principh could do for Queensland or for any 
othnr State. Tho idPa of soying that people> 
could not possiblv live under the leasPhold 
S''s'em is too ridiculous for me to attemnt tt) 
deny it. In the city of London some of the 
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largest businesses in the world are carried on, 
'ltnd the people carrying on those businesses 
do not own the freehold. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICUL'rURE: You do 
not consider that a good system, do you? 

Mr. LENNON: I consider the perpetual 
lease system is in every way preferable to the 
freehold system. I think the State is the 
best landlord. See what landlordism has done 
in the old land, and I venture to say that the 
same state of things is gradually growing in 
Australia, and that we are threatened with 
the same landlord curse. that exists in other 
parts vf the world. Without spending too 
much time on the matter, it has been verv 
refreshing to me to find that we have a 
farmers' party after all. Not quite so strong 
as we expected to find it. Just let us cany 
our minds back for a few days or a fe,v 
weeks. I remember when Mr. Arnold 
Wienholt announced himself as a candidate 
for the \Vide Bay electorate, and spoke quite 
distinctly of himself as the farmers' selec­
tion. He repeated that sbtement only tho 
other day at the expression of amenities at 
the declaration of the poll in Maryborough, 
when he thanked the Lrmers for their sup­
port, and spoke of the Farmers' Union, and 
said thc1.t he os their representative, ignor­
ing altogdher <he gTeat People's Progressive 
League and the great democratic and Liberal 
Governmen;. I' is evident, therefore, that 
vve have a farmers' p[l,rt:, though \Ve hav:~ 
not got the belligerent p:tr:y that we might 
have expected from the remarks made b'.' 
Mr. Wienholt. The same gentleman also laid 
stress on the fact that the party was in 
existence by saying that the gallant Colonel 
Rankin is to be the next Premier of Queens­
land. I understand that gentleman is chair­
man of this farmers' party, and the hen. 
member who has just sat down is the deputv 
leader. Possibly the gallant colonel thought 
it would be better if the deputy leader did 
the talking, as he wishes to hide himP !f 
slightly behind his deputy at the prc,en 1. 
time. I see by this morning's paper that he 
has pr.octically disowned any intention of the 
farmers' party doing anything to break un 
the great democratic party of which we have 
heard so much from the Home Secretary in 
times gone by. 

The HolliE SECRETARY : Was that the time 
when you were alluding to Antonio Torio? 

Mr. LENNON: Now we discover there is 
.a farmers' party. '\Ve have a meek party­
a mild party-quite an apologetic party­
l!<Upremely thankful for the smallest of small 
mercies-ready indeed to grovel at the feet 
<Of the Liberal party. 

Mr. RYAN: A repentant party. 

Mr. LENNON: Very penitent indeed. 
Quite apologetic that they have asked for 
so many things that they did not expect to 
get. They acted, apparently, on the prin­
ciple of asking for a great deal more than 
they want, in the hope that they may get 
something that they desire. Perhaps the 
hen. member who has just sat clown has 
found that it is the best-paying method he 
~ould adopt, and I have no doubt that 
11ome of the younge~ members of the House 
~possibly the newly-elected member for 
Fassifern-will take heed of the method that 
has proved so successful in the case of the 
hen. member for Drayton. E'nough of the. 
farmers party! I would like to say that 
from what we saw last night the partj)r 
on the other side could evidently discovel::" 
no good in this policy of the Government. 

p'!lr. Lennon. 

I stated a while ago that probably under 
different circumstances it would be pro­
nounced to be a gelatinous compound. 
There is nothing in it that you_ can gn1J 
hold of. It is a jelly-fish sort ot pohcy-;-a 
sort of policy which, if you do. not like rt, 
can be altered to suit the Circumstances. 

Vve see that already the leader 
[8 p.m.] of the Government has been ~ug· 

gesting that many other thmgs 
may be done this session besides those 
named in the Governo:c's Speech. In one of 
the first paragraphs of. the Speech the Go· 
vernment express anxrety · wrth regard to 
the sugar industry. I suppo~e tpat '"· a 
fitting thing now that the Federal electwn 
is over but for the last four or five years 
I have' endeavoured, in season and out of 
season, to arouse the Government to some 
sense of anxiety with regard to the ealfar 
industry, but have not succeeded. P0s~wly 
thc"y think that if their party has th'! rPms 
of government in the Federal Par~rament 

. they may be· able to work matter~ m con­
nection with the industry more '': accor; 
dance with their ideas. The Premier s~Jd 
la't night that they expected to get an m­
crease in the Customs duty. I do not know 
on what groundc. he bases that hope, when 
we bear in mind that the leader of the so­
called Liberal parly-the Tory ;:>.arty, H~e 
fusion party-in the Federal Parhament Is 
a pronounced freetrader. 

1\lr . .MoRGAN : So is Billy Hughes. 
Mr. LENNON: Mr. Hughes was a free­

trader. 
Mr. MORGAN: He is, and so is Mr. 

Fisher. 
Mr. LENNON: Mr. Hughes was a freE_J· 

trader, and I am quite prepared to admit 
that svveral membc,rs of the Labour party 
were freetraders at one time, but they are 
now protectionist", because without. ad­
herence to the protection idea the:e IS no 
nossible hope of makin(S la\> what. rs. called 
the "new protection." Ko doubt rt rs true, 
as the member for l\1unlla says, that some 
of the members of the Labour party were 
freetraders at one time, but they are now 
protectionists. On the othe':_ h~nd, not o,nly 
Mr. C<:cok, but l11r. EJhoh uohnson, /\1r. 
Green, Mr. Kelly, :end all the J~ders ot the 
fusion part:'-l;1e New South IV ales branch 
of it, at any rate~.are ~II prcaoun~ed free­
trader.,, and ar·· all nubhcly ad\' Jcatmg fre!3· 
tradd, partinlb.rly arld sp2~ially fre!'trade.m 
sugar. Thc;y have advocated .that. lllSide 
and outside the House; they belwve II_l free­
trade in sugar, and yet the Premier of 
Queensland expects from a Government 
run by the politicians whom I have de­
scribed to get an incrsase in the Customs 
duty on sugar. I do not see how he can 
expect any such thing. I do r:ot propose 
to criticise the whole of the Openmg Speech, 
but merely to pass in review one or two 
items. With reference to the propos_ed 
amendment of the Elections Act, I notwe 
that the Government a!e going to reintro­
duce the postal vote after the condemnatio.n 
it received from a large nnmber o£ their 
own supporters. That is a staggering an­
nouncement. Everyone who has had any 
experience of elections knows that. th<; postal 
vote was nothing but an abommatron. . I 
have known cases in the town of Townsville 
where people within 100 yards of the 
polling-place who were not out of town for 
one moment during the polling-day, and 
who were not out of town for days and 
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Wc)eks before and after the election, voted 
by post. We know that in Charters Towers 
the postal vote was manipulated by the 
Liberal party, and that they bagged qt1ite a 
large number of votes. That party always 
guessed to a nicety the number of postal 
votes they haJ bagged through the a1;ency 
of their agents. But that was not the 
worst evil in connection with it. I am 
under the impression that at the particular 
time that 1\Ir. J\'Iillican and Mr. Paul were 
camtidates the postal vote was in operation. 
Those gentlemen were largely concerned in 
mining matters, and controlled half the 
mines in Charters Towers. Therefore they 
had great influence in the place; they had 
power to employ men or not ~mploy them, 
or to cause men to be discharged from the 
service of a mine. Those men sent their 
agents round to gather from the wives of 
working men postal votes. That kind of 
thing will not bear inspection for a momont; 
it is nothing short of an ttbomination, and 
I am really staggered to hear the Premier 
say that he is in favour of the introduction 
of the sys''em. With reg;:trd to the Elections, 
Tribunal Act, I certainly think that some 
amendment of that Act is very necessary. 
I have had only one experience of it, and 
I have no desire to have any further ex­
perien<'e of it. I think members of Parlia­
ment shou!J not sit on that tribunal at all, 
and that it should be absolutely in the 
hands of a Supreme Court judge to decide 
the question of the validity of al.l. election. 
In the old days the idea was that members 
of Parliament who adjudicated on the 
matters in dispute with regard to an elec­
tion should sit and adjudicate as judges. 
In fact, in the time of Mr. Justice Hardin;;, 
or Chief Justice Lilley, the parliamentary 
assessors sat on the bench and formed p :trt 
of the court. Now they occupy an inferior 
position, and are simply jurymen, the judge 
tieciding all matters of importance. I say 
the judge should decide the whol0 matter, 
and that members of Parliament should 
have no voice in deciding the very trouble­
some matters which come before the tri­
bunal for d<>+,ermination. Reference i< made 
in the Governor's Speech to the failures and 
faults of the Federal electoral system. I 
1r"nov" th0.t t~1e Ft, leral ol€ ~toral sydmn is not 
pe1£rc~, just ao::; I ~:no~·\ that the State elec­
toral r:; • :n i~ not pErfect, but I am quite in 
accord with the leader of this party v.-hen 
he spoke of the insult offered to the Federal 
authorities by this paragraph in the Go­
vernor's Speech. \Vhat would the Govern­
ment of Queensland say if the Federal Go­
rernme:1' lectured them in regard to their 
immigration system or their bol"l"O'""ing 
methot\s, as this Government has lectured 
the Federal Government in regard to their 
electoral machinery? The Premier is a 
gentlem"n who gets his back up instantly, 
and he reminds me of the fable of the frog 
and the cow. In this case he is the frog. 
Those who know the fable will know the 
application of it. I congratulate the Go­
vernment on their proposal to spend money 
with the view of possibly striking oil in 
the Maranoa district. If we only strike 
oil there, or in any other part of the State, 
that will no doubt be a happy solution of 
many of our financial difficulties in Queens­
land. I sincerely hope also that the efforts 
-of the Government with regard to the 
-destruction of prickly pear will prove suc-
cessful. I know very little about prickly 
pear, and will not offer any opinion on the 

methods adopted for dealing with the pest, 
but I hope the efforts of the Government 
will be successful. I hope, too, that the en­
comiums passed on the late Minister for 
Lands will prove to be deserved-that 1s, 
that it will be found that he adopted proper 
safeguards in the action he took m 
this matter and that any other safeguards 
that may he necessary will be employed, 
so that the general taxpayer will be pro­
tected. I make these suggestions perhaps 
somewhat lengthily because I am aware 
that very often some of our so-called State 
benefactors have turued out to be quite 
different people altogether. I only have. to 
mention the question of dredges to. remlnd 
han. members of that. I do not thmk that 
State benefactDrs shoulcl have any statues 
erected to their memory until after they 
have dicd-(laughter)-because it has b8en 
discovered before this that they are not 
benefactors after all. (Laughter.) One ho!l. 
gentleman, speaking on the Addre,ss m 
Reply-I think it was the seconder-e;x:­
pressed the hope that the Government lll 
L~ dealings "-ith the Tramways Company 
would deal liberally with that concern. We 
hope that the Government will deal fairly 
v,'i :h ever:··l::·Jdy, whether it be the Tramways 
Company or anyone else. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
1\ir. LENNON: 11ut ., ith regard to giv­

in, libercl he ,tne: ' tc> the Tratn•, ays Com­
n~Lc:y, I do not c,usider that they shJuld 
do anything of th kind. (Hear, hear I) I 
l '"'ve onl"'"r to r~'fer to the fact that they are 
too gene~rm1·l:J t ectted ~~,ltogeth~:·. At the 
tin.e of the ,trike. fift,,cn months ago, the 
,,.,, mbers of this party J.',,k~d the Gover.l­
e>H:nt to intervene and bring the manager 
of that company to a sen .• e of his. position 
in regard to that compan:·. Sbll more 
r...:cE·ntlj~ :.t dcp~ tatior.._ w.;_~Led on the sa1ne 
F,cntleman-th~' Prer1i0r-v. ith r"-,h·ard to the 
Ci.i11'cru,' ial treatment adopted by the mana­
;,er of ~he Trcm"\vay·., Oo1.~.1pany. with .regar.d 
i 1 the daily ne''·'P"""r'· pubhsh"d. m thls 
city. On that occc:• ion the Pren·wr, who 
had just be"" t· avellin:; all ov_cr the whole 
of the No: th of Quocn.land, and had 
nwntioned on every platform that this Qo­
vernwent of Oucenslancl could deal w1th 
tru·Jts and mon~poliE'J and combines, so that 
there was no rcacon to hand over those 
pov/ers to t}_e Federrrl Goyernp1ent, said to 
'he deputation, "What power have I to 
ii•tervene? Show me ·- hc~e I have the 
po·Fer to inte,::·ven~~." The hon. z~ntleman, 
as -oon as he gets away fr'?m t.h1s Hou~e, 
traYels all over 'the I\orth m hH capacity 
as Premier, and makes statements that he 
cc,nnot justify he.re. Up North J,e says he 
h, s got .11 the powN·, Down here, w~en .he 
i:' a ,Jred by thL depubtion to see that JUStroo 
i:; mete:i out to the newnapers, he aaya he 
does not know that he has the pow-er to 
interfere. His feathers got ruffled a little 
Jeter on and he so-id he did not intend to 
use anv' power at all. I think it is a pity 
that the Treasurer was not at that deputa­
tion or that he was not the recipient of it. 
(Ln~ghter.) vVe know what the Treasurer's 
fe'>lings are on the matter, and we Jrnow 
that with that nice kind way of hts he 
would have arrived at a settlement that 
might have been more me,tisfactory to that 
deputation. (L0"ughter.) Let me add that 
I was not a member of that deputation my­
self and therefore do not know all e.bout 
it ' Now, with rcgoa!'d to the railway policy 
of the Government: I am at ~ loss to 
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undershnd the chango of front on the 
part of the Government m connection 
with the railv '"Y police. They refer to 
the r:~ihra:,~ k')lir ,· c~ lDlO .as an "anl_­
bitious railway pdicy." The Government 
p1 acticall:y v:c_,n t-~,, o elect~,-Jns on t~1aY Yery 
raihvay poli;Jy-tbat wonderful, p_~_obre,"''ive 
rrtihr,-a,y po:icv. \uw it i;; called au "c::m­
bitious raih\ :\r polic~?·" \Vh:/ do they fc~l 
vsha!Le l of i~ no'.~'? '~\ l.:.·' do t~_.ov c :.11 it n n 
·· a1nLitiou ruihv"l~,- p )liCy" '? I-~~ ·hO\YS tl1at 
tb1s Governn1ent is not r.c -~~Jonsiblo for what 
some other Government did. Something has 
happened to ct.me this change. The ques­
tion of finance has i 1tervcncd. Is it that 
ntoney is getting tigijt? \Vhat i~ it that 
mak; the Governn.,,nt refer to the railwuy 
policJ· of three Yf'ars ago as an a111bitious 
policy? Why, at the time it "'''-' nassed 
the Governmcmt wore told by mPmbo1·s sit­
ting on this side of the House that part of it 
was a wild-<eut policy, alld thnt the Govern­
ment were going too L•t. And they have 
realised that now, and have shm;n their 
good senPG, for which I have to thank them, 
in oommon with other members on this side 
of the House, fDT accepting the advice that 
was tendm:ed to them frorH this side of the 
House, .and also from me1nbers over there, 
k go slow. 

The TREASURER: You voted for some of 
the lin"s yotu--Alf. 

l\h. LENNON: Yes; but I am speaking 
of the wild-cat railwa:--, and the hon. gentle­
man knows quite w0ll what is meant by 
that remark. I might sac· that, whilst "'· e 
want the Goverm.,,nt to go slow, we do not 
want them ~~o stop aJtogeth~r. There is one 
degree of Elov-nC'ss ~·hat n1i4. ht be :Lpproved 
0! and anofwr degree of slownhs that 
must be condemned. \Vith regard to the 
con-traction of the raihva y fro1n Towns­
ville to Ingham, a dirhnoe' of 69 mileA, at 
tht. present rate of progre.::~ it "\vill take 
Slxtv-nine years to construct that section. 
(Laughter.) Th0v sp:trtc;l th~t railway two 
years ago, q,nd sn rar ,_'10"'' naYe onh- con­
structed 4:'; or 5 miles alt;,gcthor. Th:tt is 
going slow --..dth a y.c~2~geance, and is eYen 
a bit too slow for me. (Laughter.) That 
is not. the kind of slo\Vllt,~s recommended 
hocu this side of the Houw. Reference is 
n•adc in the Governor'e Snc-cch to the loans 
falling due in 1915. 1 regard that as the 
IT•ost ,n-ious matter which i" put boforP this 
!'louse. I hope tho House will approach it 
rr. that Fen 2, as it is " serious thing for 
Quu,"e.Lmd to haYe to meet such an enor­
':'"ous amount of. loans a>, are falling due 
m 1915, (Hear. Lear!) I do not think any 
me ,.'-_.r of this House, no matter on which 
sit'_e he ri' s. shou1d do anything to inter­
fere \v~th \·:h:::.!·=-ver Covernrnont rnay have 
the '1H'fo··tune to he in power in its 
endeavours to meet the loans falling due. 
I do no .. think ary rre·::1ber of this House 
should rio anything to emLarras.• anY Go­
ver:n¥nPnt tha ~ is making arrange1n-ent8 to 
mPet t-hpse kaP·~. (I-Iear, he~r !) It is 
the moPt scriouf' situat'on th.d. has occurred 
in thioz 8tai c. and it r1·1ould be ennroach!-"'d 
in tl-t~tt 'Dirit. I hopP that that is the spirit 
1n whir.h ~t,c~rnbcr~ of this 1-Iou~e wil1 regard 
it. I will jus:. k;efty refer to the fact 
that Wf"l havn a :P''OF.'ta"TI•ne of me.1snrE'S 
about to be i'ltrodueed. I think it is about 
the YYJO~t coJonri.c"~·.; SJPec~l that I have ever 
}.po.rd It is much a-1~ about nothing as 
1 a"' re-ninded by the hon. me-nber' for 
L-eirhhe~clt. Ther<>. are two Sugar Bills. It is 
not po~s1ble nor wrse to attempt to criticise 
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any of those Bilk We are not in the· 
h:novv in t.:.1e sar<P w v that the hon. meln­
b·~r for Dravt,)~~ is. f-Ie 3<a1. <~ us a kind of 
illustr~,tion 0£ \\·hat th-~ Str··~~>: ;:;.:1d Produce 
r'1_gcnts Bill is voing to be. lie has cvi­
de>rd_iy br:·~n con.--u:tc-d in the Elr:tter by thP 
Sc cn-:tary fn\f Agricn1ture, 'vho has been 
fortifierl by the experienc ~ of the hon. nlmn­
Lr_:::_ for Dr <Yton in I·. ,.;ard to t:-,•";e matters. 
..:\_coording- to th-·· hon. n1mnbcr for Drayton, 
this St: _ _'Ck anP Produr'l AgBnt·~ Bill is 
,-;oing to stagget the community with it• 
liberality. Such a Bill, we ar·c told, is not 
in exi ~--Jnce in any part of Australia. They 
are actually going to proYide cold stores for 
storing farm produc0, and do everything of 
thA best character. I-hs the han. gentleman 
be"n asleep, like Rip Van \Vinkk, and has­
he just awakened from his "lumburs? Does 
he not know thut in South Australia, when 
a Labour Go•ermnent was in power, they 
provided cold e< ores for the produce of 
the farmers, stored it, graded it, and shipped 
it to the market in any country abroad in 
the name of th-e consignee? 

Mr. BEBBI:!\GTON : We will do that here. 

Mr. LENNON: In South Australia they· 
also advanced to the farmer 60 or 70 per 
cmnt. of the value of the shipment, and 
"hen the produce wo.s sold th0 Government 
collected the money and paid the farmer 
tlw balance due to him. 'IJl this was done 
yParo ago Ly tho South Australian Govern­
nwnt, yet the hon. genilernan \"·ould have 
U9 belibve th:-,t it was a Liberal Govern­
J-<~nt th:,.t startc d it and not a Labour 
GovHnment. \Vith regard to these two 
Sugar Bills, without attempting anything in 
the v~-·J<Y of criticis1n, 1ni~·ht I t'xpre~s the 
pious hope that th" int' rcsb of the Co!onia.l 
~~ugar Refining Company will be amply 
conserved? (01~position laue hter.) I sin­
' ''l'<'ly how thRt the int,rests of the Colonial 
Sugc,r Refining Company will J:ot be over­
leaked in any particular. (Laughter.) 

1lr. GILLirR: You can depend on that. 

Mr. LENNON: I am hoping that, at any 
rate. There are several Bills on the pro­
gramme -.-hich we have scvr1 before. Vve have 
here a Matrimonial Cau9e1 Bill and a Rail­
ways (consolidation) Bill. We have had them 
boforl', and they were advanced a stage and 
dropped for some cau . ..:e or other. Then 
thnre i- aLa to be a Rabbit Bill. Ther" was 
a Bill that was suppoecd to bo the pet pro­
dud of a high official in Queensland, known 
as the Police Offences Bill. That Bill has 
disappeared. It was a Bill that consisted of 
mane absnrdities, and I (·1·iticised that Bill 
on several occasions in this Home. I called 
it a Bill for tlw multipli<ation of trivial 
offcncc1. All thi•: is now supplied by the 
Liquor Bill passed by the :Government last 
s0•,sion, so that there ie now no need for the 
Police Offences Bill. (Laughter.) ThNe is 
no need for a Police Offence's Bill at all now 
that we b.tve the Liq,wr Act on the statute­
brok. (Lauc:;hter.) The Government pas<·od 
that Bill last :V"ar, and I am sure they are 
very pro-,d of their work, b-1t I say there are 
S'>me fpature; in it too ridiculous for any 
civi1~sed cmnmunity, and a friend of mine 
in the No,-th exnn,ssed the opinion that he 
bnliev0d the Bill had been manufactured in 
Woogaroo. (Laughter.) I will just give <1n 
ilhtstration, not onlv w;th regard to the· 
tr"_veller. bu.t the man who, on a Sunday, 
dnvPs 10 mrles from town and goes to an 
hotel for th.e purpose of having his dinner· 
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vr his lunch. The law assumu him to be 
thne for an illegal purpose, and the policc­
HLn can come and de,nand his name and his 
l.msinec' The reply of the apologists for 
the Bill is that so long as he consults the 
po'iccman and tells him what he is going for, 
Lothing will be said. I ask:. Why should any 
free man in Que:cnslanJ be subjected to an 
indig·nity e. .wh as this? The Act places too 
much responsibility and gives far too much 
power to the unskilled police officer. A 
young policernan, perh:11J'• one who has only 
been twelve months in the force, may, in 
the c-·mntr.;:, deprive a man of his liberty, 
or, :d all events, haul him up before the 
-court and charge hin1 with 1:"'-~ing on pren1ises 
on Sunday or dLer hours '.;·ith the view of 
doing an illegal act. 

Ivlr. BOUCHARD : \VhY did you support it? 

IY1r. LEXJ:~ON: I supported n-,_ H1ain 
featuTcs of the BiL, but I {:id not support 
the c.lJ' :1.r.1ities in the Bill. Tl_r- hJn. n1em­
l cr l\ uJ p.:.2pared to oppose the Y:hole hog­
he conlcl s· · no good in it. I snnnorted all 
the good that there was in it, ai>d I voted 
against all the ridiculo;:s things in it. I 
\"oted against the absunlity :tbout not allow­
ing a n.~--tn to h~'Ve a glaF':l of be,:n~ on Christ­
mas Da: v,rhtn tra'"·elling on ;: stean1er. No".t~ 
let n1e give all illn.~tra,tion Lorn rny O\·,~n 
practical experience. I was in Cardwe)l .at 
election tilne 1Yith so1ne friend;) and we were 
,:-:· aif-ing fer the stec:·;ner to con1e along to 
take li • a" ay. There is only onr hotel in 
Cardwell, and I and a few others r taycd at 
this hotel until 11 o'clock. There w.as o1dy 
one police'cl:,n in th~ town and on!l hotDl. 
Probablr if there were three or fc.rr hot-els 
there would have been three or four police­
men. That is the wac· the TrP:tsurer would 
look at che ma•tor. · Tlw~e was onlv one 
policeman D.'1U one hotel in this town, and at 
11 o'clock thr hr' -elkeeper looked tlv police­
man c,nd said, with fear and trembling 
" Ge~;l,?!1~n, I .. ;~~ill hdve t~ ~sk you t~ 
de"""· We c mla not evc·n s1t m the house 
and " had to shy on the "·harf till half: 
past 1 o'cloc'' in the morning waiting for the 
steci._er to bke us awa.. V\That sort of a 
la1v is t!1at? w 

Mr. BocrHARD: That is not the law, and 
you know it. 

Mr. LENNON: I am rot :. n·• 2r,_ble fm· 
the hw; I '<m only r:Jeaking alout the ad­
mini 'trt..: ion of it. I s~ _: the police there, 
a I'd the ;1olice c>very· :here probably, h •VA a 
wronf: conccptkn of the law, but thcct is not 
my fault. If •hL·•cl •illy law J are passed and 
you have young polic0n1Pn cha.rged wich SUC'h 
po';:ers a•, are in the Act, then you will have 
tlw.il absurditir<, and I s,;y it io a blot Dn 
the statute-book of Queensland to have such 
an absurdity as this. That is all I want to 
say about the Governor's Spc- ech, Lut there 
am a fpw other thincs that I want to talk 
about. Hon. members have noticPd that this 
is a Speech that refers chiefl,· to farming 
;natt·crs. The .Speech refers to the sugar 
mdustry, and rt de tis with other matters 
like the Stock and Produce Agents Bill, and 
so on. and it looks like a bid on the part of 
-the Government to conciliate the so-called 
farmers' party. I hope they will be success­
ful. 

Ivlr. MoRGAN: You admit they have done 
·some good. 

Mr. LENNO:\f : I do not admit anything 
<Of the sort. I do not think they have very 

much influence with the farmers of the 
Korth, at all events. No more influence than 
the Premier had in his gnJ.t tour through­
out :'\forth Queen"land when he was asking 
the farmers po rticularly to vote again,,t the 
1 eferenda propm.als and to return John :Mann 
for the Herbert, and all the other people 
'' ho were represc'"ting his view of politics. 
\Yhat sort of an .answer did he get? Why, 
although the present and all the time mem­
ber for Herbert, Mr. Bamford-r,Jthough his 
electorate "as cut up so us to deprive him of 
3,000 of his former majoritJ, by reason of 
Chillag·oe and difcrict being thrown into the 
Kennedy, on the Pb ·sent o,·casion, notwith­
sbndinc- all the efforts of the Premier .and 
of ethers ~.~ho vver·e going round there, Mr. 
Da,'lforcl rer8ived a majority of over 5,000. 

Mr. I'OLEY: o,·er 6,000. 

l~Ir. LEK:'\i"ON: So I do not think this 
bait to tr2" and plea~<~ the so~o"1.1led far1ners' 
p -'HY of the S<qth will have any effect on 
tho farmers' party of the North. The Pre­
mier has rcferr.od to the f!wt that h13 was 
very well reccivHl ever 0 where. Of course 
f his is not a 1nrtt8r of very great ic,lportance, 
but I do not myself uncler.>tand why p,•'ople 
should make a boacL about things that n·:tlly 
have no justifie;,tion. Ho boasted on his 
rebrn thc.t he ;cas splendidly received in 
the Nor'h. I happened to be present at his 
meeting in Cairns. On several occasio"ns I 
happened to be in th2 same town at the same 
tin'B as the Premier, but I was not only in 
C:_:ii·ns at the san1o tirne but I went to his 
lTI( ~+ing. Cairns is a rer,\· important town­
I think it 1 anks ae second in North Queens­
land; and though the Premier's m<'eting was 
\•.ell attended, on thu phtform was himself, 
the chairman. and a newsp 1per reporter. 
The great Libenl party o;ave hiHl the cold 
tl ·mldc'r. That is the kind of recrntion he 
c.,!Js o. great re·Joption. . 

Mr. BcucHmD: \Vhore was the hon. mem­
b<:>r for Cairns? 

Mr. LENNON: The hon. m!)mber for 
Cairns v in tlH h·dl too. The han. "'ember 
for CairL had no bnFint:o·. on tho platform 
that ni::;ht, ,_,,-h,n the Premier '"""'' telling 
snch brradiddles as he indulged in. I will 
P'ive you an illw:-tration of one of them. 
\1-hen he got do,,n to Ayr he told the people 
t''''I'e to be sm·e rend vote against the refer­
enda, and he told them the Ayr Tramline was 
~ great fn ccess. I know more about the Ayr 
Tramline thnn the hon. gentleman. It was 
,-.)n,tructed b~- tho three joint lot·al authori­
tic-,; th._re. It t'S a g1·cn.t Fucct-.::>s, and 1vas 
so '"ucco"ful indeed that whon the Govern­
n1cnt took it O"'.rer it ·was na~ ing 11~ ~)er cent. 
on the capi~al outlay. Th!' Premir r told the 
people there what a su0cosq it had been, and 
that the Government has taken it O':er now, 
and it will forL part of their great North 
Coast Raih·av; but had the referenda been 
r .•.rried bc,for:- the tram\\ J.V hftd been c~n­
structed, no such thing ..:auld haYe been 
1)'JS"iblf'. 8o ;~ vrs the PrPlTI_:P~~ o£ Qu-eans­
land. As a m'atter of fact, the proposed 
alteration of clause 51 of the Federal Con­
stit11tion dealing T'·ith corporations expressly 
slatcc,-I have wriHen it clown for gre'ltnr 
accuracy-

" Corporations formed by any State, 
municipoJ, or other public authority are 
specially exempted." 

And yet the Premier told the people of Ayr 
and the people of Townsville and the people 
of other places that that would not have 

Mr. Lennon.] 
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been possible had the Federal referenda been 
carried previously. That is the kind of thing 
the Premier does. What did the han. gen­
tleman say when he we.s at Innisfail nearly 
two years ago, with his insane desire to 
castigat0 the Federal Government? He 
1'\ould stick at nothing to do that. At Innis­
fail the hon. gentleman said-we all felt 
tho deepest sympathy at the loss of the 
"YDngala" about that time, when nearly 100 
people lDst their lives-the Premier after re. 
ferring to the disaster in the most emotional 
terms, said : " Why does not the Federal Go­
vernment put a light there?" What was 
the object of saying that? To make those 
people believe that it was the duty of the 
Federal Government to light the coast at 
that time, when it is only within the last 
few months that the Federal Government has 
assumed control of coastal lighting. 

Mr. BoucHARD: The Federal Government 
had power to take it over. 

Mr. LENNON: The hon. member is a 
lawyer, and he knows that that has no more 
to do with it than ·'the flowers that 
bloom in the spring." I now come to a 
m.atter of very great importance to the 
district I he.• ·, e the honour to represent 
-I r<:>fer to the sugar question. The 
Premier says additional mills will be built. 
but )le does not say what mills. The Premier 
-,ovas good enough to state last night that the 
Babinda Mill would be built, and in reply to 
an interjertion from this side he said the 
Darrigi Mill had been turned down or re­
fu~ed. I want to .Point out that the Darrigi 
Mill has been agitated for ever '"ince 1693. 
Just carry your minds back. That is twenty 
years that that mill has been agitated for, 
and every Government that has been in 
existence has prom.ieed that mill. First of 
all I would like to refer to the fact that the 
Johnstone River w:ts opened in the year 1869. 
Mr. T. H. :B'it?gerald was a snrve}or by 
profession and a sugar-grov;er bv experit'llCP.. 
He had experivnce in Mackay, !md he went 
North in search of land and he· ""'ttled on the 
Johnstone River Valley, and the Johnstone 
became the very home of sugar-cane. It is 
an ideal spDt as regards rainfall, and 
has a richer soil than any other district in 
the North is blessed with. So the agitation 
went on. They got c~ntral mills elsewhere. 
They got the Mulgrave Mill, they got thr 
Mossman Mill, the:-' got the Plane Creek Mill, 
and they got a mill chwn at Nerang and one 
at Moreton; all over the t'ountry, but no mill 
could be got fer the Johnstone River. Of 
course, this discrict was represented for some 
fifteen or six!een years by a gentleman "ho 

did not make Yery strenuous 
[8.30 p.m.] efforts to get a mill. His atten-

. tion may have been dirrcted jn 
qurte a different direction. I might point 
ou.t to han. members th0 reas'ln, some people 
thmk, that has cansed the mill to be turned 
do'vn is that the Colonial Sugar Refining 
Company hapnen to be in the vicinity. Pos­
gibly the hon.- gentlemen sitting on tlie TrPa­
sury bench"' over there will not admit it but 
it. is generally considered throughout th~ dis­
trtct that I repn,sent that that is the reason 
why the Darrigi Mill was turned down. The 
Government has promised it, the TrP~su­
rer has promi.o0d it, .and the Pr<:>mier has 
promised it over and over again, and, more­
over, it is the mill that people throu!;hout 
the North alwavs had as their first choim. 
Darrigi stood first always. But I do not 
want to throw discredit on any other dis­
trict. I was pre;,ent at the Babinda depu-

[3fr. Le/1Jnon. 

tation, and shall LB ghv1 t~J s-ee that they g·ot 
their mill, and that the South J ohnstonc•· 
people got therrs; and I believe that the 
J arvistown people are going to get theirs, the 
Government paying two-third,. But Darrigi 
will not get its mill, we are told. I would 
like to point out that the Darrigi men are 
nearly all poor men. Nearly 90 per cent. of 
them, I suppose, are men working small 
areas, practical farmers, the ve;'Y sort of men 
for whom the co-operative mill system w~s 
designed. The Babinda country, however, IS 
owned by wealthy men. 

:Mr. GILLIES: The Secretary for Agriculture 
said that. 

Mr. LEK:::\ON: The land is held in large 
areas there. I do. not wish to say anything 
in disnaragement of the district. The soil, 
of course, will not compare with the Innisfail 
soil, but hardly anv soil in the North doen, 
and so I am not "casting any slur on the 
Babinda land when I say th:.:t. On the 
South J ohnstone-and I am glad they are 
go-ng to get their n1ill~a gentleman narned 
Frederick \Villiam O'R0urke m'l1S an areEL 
Df about 12,0=0 acre-3, and oth-er al>--?ntees 
hold large .areas. South Johnstone Mill 
is granted, but Darrigi is refused. The 
Colonia! Sugar Refining CompanY will not h.: 
interfered with bv the South Johnstone Mill. 
That co1nnany al\va"";-s look 111 ith envious eyes 
on any agitation for a mill, but especially 
did they do so on the agitation that was 
carried on to establish a mill at Darrigi. It 
is only about 2 miles from Goondi, where 
that company is established, and here I m~st 
say that I very much regret that the Coloma! 
Sugar Refining Company has >von the fight. 
The Gow·rnm.ent, of course, always favoured 
th.ct company. But I do not want to make a 
J,li're statement; I would like to ~?"ive proof. 
The railway 5':rvc·:-ors when they came there, 
first of all, recommended that the line should 
£0 aero •S the North \rm of the Johnstone 
River. at a point between the proposed 
Darrigi Mill and Goondi. The Goondi people 
objected. They said that the navigation of 
the river could not be blocked by the con­
struction of a rail" av bridge across it at that 
point. The Goverm;1ent were appealed to, 
.\md the Secretary for Railv, ays tried to in­
due: the shipping companies to reduce th0 
height of their masts to pen•1it •of their 
YC"S'''ls going under the bridge. The shipping 
con1pany 'vould not do it. 'The shipping com­
panies ·are a combine, and combines and' 
tru:·'·., h:" ve a vnv friendly feeling for one 
another; and the "co,Hpany said they could 
not acce>r.:modac;e the masts so that they could 
go under the bridgE', and the result is that 
th0 survev he;; been altt: ~·eel and is taken 
a'·· ;y north from. Goondi, so that it shall 
have no connection at all with Darrigi. I 
mc>ntion this fact to show the power of the 
Colonial Sugar Refining CompanY. It is a 
"ell·lmow•J fact that delay has been caused 
bv chis Government and by the pre~eding Go­
v0rnment, but p,>.rticularly b.: this Govern­
ment. of whi<'h advantrr!;e has been taken by 
Hte Colonial Sugar Refining Company, who, 
while the centr"i m;]] agihtion was proceed­
ing, did all they could io seduce. many land­
m'·ncrs from th~ir support of 1t. And so 
successful ha vc thev been that the Premier 
tells us 1 hat there 'is not sufficient land left 
at Darrigi. 

The TREASURER : And you admit it by your· 
argument. 

Mr. LENNON: I do nothing of the sort. 
The hen. gpntlPm.1n is a little too previous· 
in his remark. Some lund has been taken 
away, but the Government has lately opened1 
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sorme land at a place called Canal Creek- -I 
do not know whether the han. gentlemau 
knows the place-which is within the central 
mill area, and is so large that the land whicll 
has bPnn brought in is greater than the area 
which has been taken away. So the hon. 
gentleman's argumPnt tumbles down like a 
house of cards. I wish to remind the House 
th:tt the Royal Commission appointed some 
time ago reported in favour of the establish­
ment of a 10,000-mill at Babinda, a 5,000-mil! 
at Darrigi and a 5,000-mill at South J olm­
etone. The Premier promised in this House 
and at Innisfail and everywhere else that he 
would carrv out the recommendation of the 
con1111ission: lle knov_ s that, and he rf'm.f'm­
bers his promise that the recommenda-tion of 
the commission would be carried out. 
Recently Dr. Gibson visited Darrigi-some 
seven or eight months ago, I think-and he 
reported in regard to this 5,000-mill, and he 
said that in consequence of the splendid 
quality of the soil it should be a 10,000-mill 
instead of a 5,000-mill. But he does not 
count -..vhen the Colonial Sugar Refining 
Company have to be concidered. The,:-e 
people at Darri::ri have c·-1mpleted everv 
part of their compact under the Suga~­
\Yorks Act. They havo given their pledges 
'nd signed the guaranteu, and the hon. 
g-'ntleman has actually in the Innisfail 
papers advertised, telling the people that 
they cannot withdraw from the compact, yet 
his leader gets up and tells us that the con­
tract cannot be gone on >tith because the 
people h<tve withdrawn from the position. 
, The TREASURER : Why do you not complete 

t"e statement? 

Mr. LENNON: I have completed 'he state­
ment right ctp to the hilt. A contract has 
been e'tablished betweon these farmers at 
Darrigi :mel thE' Government Ly thp signing 
of rr statntor: agrecm1ent, and the Govern­
ment shonld carry out that contract; but it is 
apFarently n1uc h mor~ agTf<"''able to then1 to 
keep that bc:mtiful district for the Colonial 
Sugar Rc:lning Co:npany. 

An OPPOSITI0:-1 ~1EMDP.R: Sh:xme ! 

Mr. LENNON: Shame; I should think it 
was a sh::me. I have already said that 
Babinda and J arvisfield are repres:ented by 
wealthy men, and wealthy men have the sym­
pathy cf (],:, Goverm,lent. They always do. 
This Lib0ral Goyernm,•11t, this donocrabc 
Government-as I h:,ye hec~rd it called b,- one 
mernbor of it-h,nc no syupathy for the 
wo1·king farm,er at Innisfail. I know one man 
who paid as much as £1,0GO for his land in 
this district ,,_nd spent another £1,000 on 
improving it, and has been practically 
ruined. Ruf v'hat is that to the Government ? 
I ~no\v zapn ~, ~10 have been holding on to 
therr land, '•' astrng twentv or eighteen vears 
at all events, of their l(ves, trying to· exi~t 
on their land whilst waiting for a mill on!,. 
to rerc,ive this kind of treatment from' a so­
called democratic Govern•nent. I: is no tbe 
the Han. the Treasurer trying to make out 
that I have not told all the facts, benause I 
have. I have stated the case fully and fair!;.·. 

The TREASURER: You have not told all the 
huth. 

Mr. LENNON: I haYe told all the truth 
ao; far M I know it. The han. gentleman 
has advE'rtis0d in the naners and has told 
people that they woulcl n'ot be permitted­
that they were forbidden to withdraw. I 
h.-we seen the han. gentleman on more than 
one occnsion about this very matter, and he 
pwmptly, to his credit, gave me his assur 

ance that no person who signed that guaran­
iee would get his sanction to withdraw 
from it. How i;; it, then, for example, that 
a member of thi> House has sold his land? 
I dare say he has held on to it longer than; 
anyone else; but other people, in the faoo 
of that promise of the Treasurer, have been 
allo\'H'd to withdraw from the agreement. 

The TREAS"CRER : An vane who liked to get 
out \1- as allowed to get out. \Ve could not 
hold people in an agreement of that kind. 
The han. gentleman knows it. 

Mr. LENNON : The hen. gentleman 
knows what he is talking about-that when 
ar1 agreement of this sort is given and 
people pledge their land as S<;'Curity for a 
mill, they have no power to wrthdrD,W from 
ic, whether they like it or not. 

Mr. G:r,LLIES: What is the good of +ha 
agreement? 

::\fr. LENNON: What is the good of the 
e.greement? The han. members knows tt; 
he gave me his assurance in the first in­
st:-tnce that they would not be allowed to 
withdraw. For purposes >'hich I cannot 
fathom-I am not familiar with the devious 
way.> of the Denham Government-why ha:--e 
tloey allow"d this thing to be tr.c:cted m 
that wav? It c:,n only be for this, and for 
nc othe'i- reason-simply that the Colonial 
Sugar Refining Company shall have it as a 
close pre >erve for all time. Tho Premier 
'"ight get up directly and s~ow wh~t he has 
done with Tcgard to the rarlway sueme up 
there. We had the North Coast Railway 
1wo:scd last J ear, one clau•,o of which deals 

·ith the line from Innisfail to Mourilyan 
Harbour on a 3 feet 6 i:rches gauge. This 

· raib,-,"· has received tho sanction of this 
House~ 13.nd th,C\ Premier goes up to 
Innisfail, and by some wa:· of cajoling or 
bamboozling the p··Dplc ther-e has got 
thP 1 to agree to have a 2-fee!; gauge 
b•twecn Innisfail <1nd Mourilyan Har­
bour-1! miles across the Mourilyan syn­
dint-G line-and run the whole thing on 
the svstem of a 2-f<-d gauge, pointing out 
that thev have a network of 2-fe-t gauge 
t!J,-murho:ut that district. He C3.me with the 
iC>tcntion- of getting them to abandon the 
3 fc9t 6 inches gauge, which is theirs by 
right. He came fortified with figurcs of ~he 
n emit of the working of the Stannar.y Hrlls 
2-feBt gauge SJStem. Furn1ers arc very gul~ 
lille, notwith-tanding- what the b n. mem­
ber for Drayton says, and the Pre;uier w":s. 
able to cajole the,n in ac:rocing to thrs 
Thing. 

The TREASURE'l: You are trying to make 
thm,, more gullibl<> still. 

}lr. LENNON: I am not, because I 
oppo--.c cl it. I said this plan was conceived 
foi the pu1·pos0 of getting the whole net­
'mrk of 2-fect guuge for that cli-•,trict-that 
lovclv v:dlcv o£ the J ohnstone-the Mou­
rilya~ Suga1~ ~on1rany and t,h.C' shir~ council 
\";:urlnng togctner to run tn1s sy:"veln. lt 
will be conceived b_v and b:· pos· ibl_,_. that 
the Colonicd Sugar Refining. Com pan;-- will 
buy out the ~VIourilvan evndwatc. and they 
'w'uld then own the' whol:C, of the. 2-feet net­
wm·k rail<' av system throughout the valley 
of the J ohn~tone, and cc:mtrol the traffic of 
the whole distJ·iet, and the whole of the 
people would belong to them body and soul. 
I sav that the system of dual control is bad. 
\Ve 'have had instances of it already. The 
han. gentleman is familiar with it. Ail 
Ingham, in my district, the Colonial Sugar 

Mr. Lenno11 .. J 
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Rf!fming Company and the shire council are 
Jomtly coLcarned there, and the Treasurer 
knows that it gives no :-:atisfuction. He is 
aware. that for the last two years the shire 
council has been trymg to g·et them to sign 
a fresh agreement, and he knows they 
cunnot sucneed. 

·The TREAScREll: \\"ill you tell the House 
what happened? 

::'lfr. LENNOK : The hon. gentleman was 
very fair in the n1c:ttor as Treasurer, and 
would not undeJ Sake to give any undue 
facilities to the com1cany, but he has not 
y_et been able to c0mpel the company to 
s1gn that a.~1~·een1ent. 

.~t 8.3J p.lll., 

'1-,he CHAIR:.YIAN OF Co::"IMITTEES (Mr. 
Stodart) relieved the Spr·aker in the Utair. 

. Mr. LE::--.rKON (continuing) : If I have 
tm1e I would hke to refer to the Halifax­
Lucind": road. It is the only place in 
Austraha where a pro.cperous townshin 5 or 
ti miles from the port has no J:oad to the 
port. I referred to the matter laot YeaT 
when the Thursday LLmd ·waterworks 'Bill 
was _ur~der cousid~ration, and ,v,ith the 
pernussron of tho House I will quote an 
extrR.ct froL_l the rt.t,or·t in " IIanr-·a1~d," page 
2206, of last year-

. "J\lr. V'!NNON (iler·bert) had no ob­
Je0tiOn at all to iho propo:,a!, Lut wished 
t'? know if 0ti;er di tricts similarly 
sit.uated to Thursday Idand would re­
eeive hke treat"TTen: from tht, Govern­
n1ent in caso the..,,~ dc,~ired to use the 
Inoneys standing to credit in the harbour 
dy~~ fund for c:,rrying out some public 
Ud.Lity, such ::-.s 'Va3 dove at Thursdav 
Ic'and. He -,,_,mld like :o get the u ,sur­
ance of the Tn asurer on that point. 

" The TREASURER : He could only 
say t:tat he rogardcd the que·,tion of 
w,cter sup;:cly as 01te of great import­
ance, and any propc~:ition received 
!''auld be tr,·tted on its merits; and if 
It was at all possiJle the Government 
would give its assistance. It must be 
unclersto::>d that every propo,Jition must 
be a busin<- ,s proposition. 

" :Gir. LEI\71\ ... 0N: The 1\linister re­
ferred, to \;;:ct.,~·. supply as being impor­
Lant, :Jut t(1e uu+.nct he referred to did 
not want anv ·,mhr supply; in fact 
they had too much W.it~r alreadv: 
(Laughter.) The propo,cal he had in 
vie'.v ? .... s ':he 1naking of a road frrn1 the 
townsl1I) of Halifax b LwJinda Point 
a di.:3tance o£ 6 n1iL--;. The Halifax dis: 
tnct had good grounds for asking for 
the Govermneat a ·-i ,tance in gettincr 
t~1at road constructed, as it ,vas just a~ 
necf 1~ar~~ to th(','n as th~:;_· ,, ater supply 
;vas to Thursday l'lBCJd. He belieYed 
rt was the onlv instanc~ in }_,_u ,•tralia 
w.hore a township 6 miles from a port; 
d1d not heY' ,-, road to tlut port. He 
hoped the c;Iinister "-auld Five favour­
able con,ideration to this matter. 

"Th<; Tl1L\SURF:R: In the absenOE> 
of partrcul":r', It v: as impoc,sible to make 
any prop1rse, but any proposition-­
w~ether It w:1s for wa~er supply or any­
thmg else-would receive consideration.'• 

There is an implied promise there. 
The TREASURER : Oh, nonsense ! 

Mr. LENNON : That anything of a public. 
character on all-fours with this should re~ 

[Mr. Lennon. 

cCJive si1nilar treatment. The harbour dues 
have accumulati?d for twenty ye-ars at 
Lucinda until there is standing to the 
crBdit of a trust fund the sum of £3,000 
or over, and thBy have as much right to use 
that moiley as tho Thursday Island people 
have to nse their harbour dues for the con­
struction of waterworks. But is the hon. 
g-entleman prepared to state in this House 
that a man must be a Government supporter 
before he can get trust moneys so held to be 
u- ed for public purposP'? Is the hon. gen­
tleman game to take that upon his shoulders, 
because that is what it means? If the Trea­
sure,· docs not e.J.rry out his implied 1;romise 
he made in this House that each c,J,se which 
is on all-fours will be treated on its merits, 
1 ' hat are e to a.,qume? This c.1se has the 
ss ::n" nw1·it::. The road from Halifax to 
Luci'ldu means juJt as much to these people 
as tho watcn: orks at Thunday Island to the 
people therf'. They both have standing t•> 
crC'dit of a trust fund a oum received from 
h.:trbour dues, and if it is right for the people 
of Thur:day Island to me the money for a. 
public utility, i.o it not equall0 right for the 
ncople of another district to use the money 
" held for a p 1blic utility? 
Mr. FoLEY : But the traffic is run by the 

C.~lonial Sugar Refining Company . 

Mr. LEK::--.rON: I thank the hon. member 
for reminding me that the traffic is run by 
the Colonial Sugar Refining Company. They 
run it ~or their o--;\.n convenience. I hav-e 
stood on the wharf and seen a st-·amer 
coming in only twenty minutes distance 
a~.;·.1y, but the train Iv~s run off to town, and 
forty l'c·opie ha y·e had to " doss " down on 
tho t1oor of the public-house there because 
the mJn,IgE'r uf the Colonial Sugar Refining 
Company did not think it proper to keep 
the train '''aiting awhile. The Government 
·tre not only falling- into line with what the 
Colonial Sngar Refining Company wants, but 
they have put Mr. E, B. Forrest into the 
Upper Hov,~-a gentleman who was rejected 
''Y a Brisbane electorate only a year ago. 
They have adopted the plan of putting in 
m. n ,, ho are rejN ced by the people. Not 
satisfied with knuckling dovm and making 
obeisancP to the Colonial Sugar Rnfining 
Comp:::.1y <•.t even- t'En, as thev have done 
i-- cow•Qction v.-ith Dar,·igi J:\Iifl, they now 
l"'t E. B. Forre•;', the a£, nt of the company 
in Q,·cm"'l md, into the Upper Ho:cse, where 
Ln. C<-·n c,ppo~'~ den10<'\,'~ti<..; 1n-easurc They 
ar r_roint-_; to form a fariTI'-'rS' p,7rty down 
h··re, "tnd make th0 people in J'\c 'th Queens­
land bclieY'' tiP• g.'~ justice in regard to 
F 1.gar-l'a1 ,_ling. There arP peop~~ in North 
O'Jeen~Iand who haYe wasted thei'" livee and 
suffcre l 'lrivations--tlEv h:tvc c,trried 50 lb. 
ba,:, o~ flour on th'lir backs 8 mir.es through 
the scm b to th0ir little nla0e, ,md thBY have 
lived t' •ro :-ear after ~·c,, r in the hope of 
t,etting the Danigi Mill. Tlw IY'e>n have 
we·tl'J their livc.o on th0 promise of this and 
procrq1ing Govcrn·nent'~~hut no Governn1ent 
.is fo In.l' h to bhme as this, because they 
promised to c'trrv out the recommendation 
of the 8·•"';'i:lr Co~l'lisoion, and the PrP'1iier 
promised at Innisfa;l that h8 ','C'OUid carry out 
J !1e rc·"omncnd'ttion of the Sugar Co~nlls­
swn .. and that h8 hou'd bPild tlw Darrig'i, 
Babmda. ctnd South Johnstone Mills. The 
oth:>r mills could follow in the time to come 
a~ no specific date was attached to their con: 
struction. hut he promised faithfullv to build 
the Darrigi ~Hill. He promised al~o that he 



Address in Reply. [19 JUNE.] Addreas in Reply. 89 

would make a 3 feet 6 inches connection 
between Innisfail and Mourilyan Harbour, 
but he W!Jnt there for the expreH purpose of 
cajoling th,,m into abandoning the 3 feet 6 
inches connection in favour of a paltry 2 feet 
6 inches connection. I .on.y chat the Govern­
ment and the Colonial Sug"r Refining Com· 
pany ·were "~orking togf-·thcr in re·-·ard to 
this 2 feet 6 inches connection in order that 
the Government might be relieved of all 
responsibility. J''ow there i,· no chance of 
carr.) inl;i t)lo Korth Cc-1st Raih' ay through 
that d.otn<t, end the finest beauty epot 
in ::\orth Qtlecensbnd--Mourilv •n Har· 
bour-is not to be mac~e av: ilable to 
tourists b•· the action of the Government. 
B:,~ advertisernf'ni.a touri,:.ts are invited to 
visit North Que~ncland to sc8 attractions 
like the _8arron Falls, and Lakes Eacham 
and Barrrne, and vet the ~Government have 
deliberatelv e.hut· 'travellers off from this 
beauty fJY:t. The Premier knows that he 
pron:is->d the people a 3 fE·d 6 inches line 
pubhdy in In:- h::-a-ring in Innij;ail the sarnP 
night that he promicnd them th,, Darrirri 
Mill. " 

The PREMIER: You are exaggerating. 

:&Ir. LENNON: I am not exaggerating, 
and I challenge the han. gentleman to show 
where I have exaggerated one iota. I have 
kept well within the mark. I would not be 
permitttd to sac' one-twentieth nart of what 
I fePl in describing the tactics adopted 
be,- the han. gentleman and the hon. gentle­
men be9ide him in order to defeat the people 
who werD promised this Darrigi Mill. \Ve 
know very ."1! that the Standing Orders 
are brought m for the purpose of keeping 
han. members within bounds and for other 
very necessarv purposes, but words would 
almost fail me, if we had no Shnding Orders 
to d<escribe in fitting terms the depths t~ 
which those two han. gentlemen have sunk 
to defraud t!w Darrig-i neonl,o of thP mill 
which they were promi~ed. The hon. gentle­
man said that wh<en I was addre~sing a meet­
~ng at Innisfail I was indulging in heroics, 
but, when he was addressing a meeting at 
the same place, he indulged in heroics when 
he referred to the wreck of the " Yongala." 
If he accuses me of indulging in heroics 
what I could say of him would make hi~ 
squirm, and in doing so I would not n<ced 
to ex tf'"g'""rate, buf just speak the nlain 
downright, naked truth. But unfortunate;]; 
tho truth would not be permitted heTe-that 
is the worst of it. (Laughtn.) If I c:•uld 
tell the ,,·hole truth, I would make the hon. 
ge:n~,lemnn squirm. 

The PnEMIER: You would not be capable. 

Mr. LENNON: Th" han. gentleman is 
more capable of squirming than I am. He 
squirmed to Kidston, and then he left 
Kidston and squirmed back to Philp. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The 
han. member's time has expired. 

Mr. LENNON : I am very sorry to hear 
it. (Laughter.) 

The TREASURER: The han. member 
who has just resumed his seat has worked 
himself into a passion, and I think his action 
to-night is a sufficient answer to some of 
the charges he sought to make, in connec­
. tion more particularly with the Darrigi Mill. 

Mr. LENNON: Charges which I have made 
-not sought to make. 

The TREASURER : I am making this 
speech-charges which the han. member 
fought to make; but he has lost his balance 
once or t>~ icf: to-night, and surely it is quite 
pardonable if he made mistakes. I generally 
find, when an han. member gets so excited, 
that there is a danger of his gdting away­
perhaps unconsciously; and probably on this 
occasion-possibly unconsciously-the hon. 
memb;or got away from the exact truth with 
Tcgard to Darri\l"\ and with ~-eil"ard to certain 
n1atters pertaining to Darng1. 

Mr. LE'!NON: Bulimba will ,•xcite you 
n1ore. 

The TREASURER : The han. member is 
very much concerned 11bout Bulimba, but 
Bulimb3 will take care of itaelf. The han. 
meh1ber has sought to have it believed by 
the public outside that the Government of 
Queensland have been influenced in their 
udion in conn,,ction with Dmrigi by two 
thinrrs-first bv the fact that he, as the 
rcpr~'ontati~e of the district, cits on that 
side of the House and, second, by reason 
of the fact-;.,s he 'alleges, but which aliega· 
tion he sub,•cquently disproved-that t_he 
Colonial Sugar Refining Company are In· 

terestcd in that particular district. 
Jl.lr. FOLEY: It looks very much like it, too. 

Mr. LENNON: I know they are. 

The TREASURER: If the han. member's 
first allegation is correct, how. is it that ~he 
Government are going on wrth sugar-mrlls 
in other district;-, represented by hon. mem­
bers sitting on the opposite side of the 
House? 

Mr. LENNON : Don't mix up two things. 

The TREASURER: An bon. member who 
descends to such statements and implie~ that 
the GovBrnment have fallen -.o loy,- as to 
be influenced by that sort of thing _surely 
must be judging other people by. hrmself. 
The han. mnmb.,r referred tJ certam agree­
ments which had be'm drawn up between 
cert.:.....in £ar111ers aud the GovErninent in con­
nc tir)n ';':ith the I\·"rr:::-~i l\lill, anL: I intqr­
j ected that he had told only half the tru~h, 
an'~ I repeat that. Up to a certam pomt 
the ho_l. n1en1ber wa-s quite right. A reque-st 
did come from some of those who v..~cre 
interested in the proposed mill to be all;>'···ed 
to withdra ,.,. from the agreement, ana the 
Treasurer at th:, t poin'c said, " No, you can­
I1ot witlvlraw." But the han. me,•1ber knows 
just as wdl as I lmo·•;· that. sub··-"qucntly, 
when it w~J found that It was ImpossJble for 
us t-o o·o on with the mill, the parties who 
applied co be n·leased from thE agreBment 
were promptly released. 

Mr. LENNON: It never was impossible for 
you to go on with the mill. 

The TREASURER: The han. m<'mber 
came here apparently for. the purpose of 
making people outside believe that. the ~o­
vernment were influenced by one thmg. He 
told only half the truth and not the w]:I.o~e 
truth with regard to those bonds, and It 1s 
utterly unworthy of the han. member •o do 
a thing like that when he knew what was 
verv different. 

:i'lfr. LENNON: The Government breaks its 
promis£s; I do not . 

Hrm. W. H. Barnes.] 
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The TREASURER : Then the hon. mem­
ber made the other charge-that the Go­
vernment had been influenced by the 
Colonial Sugar Refining Company. 

Mr. GILLIES: So they were. 

The TREASURER: I \\ant to ask: What 
has been the position with regard to the 
Colonial Sugar Refining Company? The 
Government holds no brief for the Colo!lial 
Sugar Refining Company. 

Mr. LENNON : Doesn't it? 

The TREASURER : The hon. member 
himself admitted that. The Treasurer was 
not influenced by the Colonial Sugar Refin­
ing Company in connection with the agree­
ment. 

Mr. LENNON: What about the tramway 
loan? 

The TREASURER: The hon. member 
blows hot and cold. 

Mr. LENNON: A different matter alto­
gether. You are trying to blow hot and 
cold. 

The TREASURER: I allowed the han. 
member to proceed quietly, and I think he 
should allow me to proceed quietly too. 

Mr. GILLIES: Tell the truth. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order ! 

The TREASURER : The hon. member 
knows why the Darrigi Mill has not been 
gone on with. 

Mr. LENNON : Tell us the reason. 

The TREASURER: He knows that it was 
made impossible for the Government to go 
on with it by reason of the numerous with· 
drawals that took place in the district. 

Mr. LENNON: You should not have per­
mitted it. 

The TREASURER : I am told now that 
we should not have permitted it-that we 
should have said we are not going any 
further with the mill, but you must stand by 

your bargain. That would have 
[9 p.m.] been an improper thing to do. 

Then, the hon. n1ember made an­
other charge. He quoted from "Hamard," 
and ~~id I 1nad9 a promis~ to do a certain 
thing. 

Mr. LEss ox: An implied promise; quote 
me correJtly. 

The TRLASURER: Well, an implied pro­
~nise. I shall quote exac• ly what I Faid, and 
If the han. nF,mber regard; that as a pro­
miec, all I can say is that he is not capable 
of clearly under· ifmding what English 
mean.:_, 

Mr. LEN!\ ON : Is that so? 

The TREASURER : Yes. This is what I 
said in answer to the han. member's ques­
tion-

" In the absence of particulars, it was 
impossible to make any promise, but any 
proposition-whether it was for water 
suppJ,,. or anything else-would receive 
.... onsideration." 

The rnai;t,:r did r-ecBive consideration, and 
we were made conscious of the fact that the 
mon0v to which the hon. member referred 
was lying to the credit of a certain account, 
and he knows as well as I do that it is very 
likely that consider:1ble dr!?dging work will 

[Han. W. H. Barnes. 

have to be done at that place in order to 
provide for the large steamers which wiH 
go there. 

Mr. LENNON: You have no right to say 
that I know that, bec,1use I do not know it. 

The TREASURER: 'l'he hon. member 
ought to know it, and he should at any rate 
have ordinary common sense. If he has not, 
that is his fault, not mine. 

Mr. LENNON: I rise to a point of order. 
The hon. gentleman said I know that d,t"edg­
ing work ,,,could have to be done there; 1 say 
I do not know, and he should accept my 
disclaimer. 

The TREASURER : Th{) hon. member 
likes to give a little, but he does not like to 
receive anything. (Gover,nment laughter) 
G,nerally he is good tempered, but on th1s 
occasion he is a little ruflled, and appar­
ently is not conscious of what he said him­
self. Although he tried to be very heroic 
in this matter, he has signally failed in his 
object, because he has allowed bitterness to 
Cl'Oep into his remarks. It is qUlte trans­
parent that behind his remarks there was a 
::.trong desire to make a damagi

1
ng cha~ge 

against the Government. But I sha,lnow g1ve 
the hon. member for HBrbcrt a little rest, 
and address myself to matters pertaining to' 
finance, more particularh· to matters referred 
to by the leader of th;-, Opposition. That 
hen. gentleman, I am sorry to say, did !'at 
ucercise the carl' which he usually exer01ses, 
in m",king statements in this House. There 
are two points which I wish 'pecifica!ly tG 
mention. First of all, the hon. gentleman 
showed hi~ ,.,cant of knowledge with reg,ard 
to the actual position respecting th.e 
£1,000,000 loan, and then he showed that his 
prejudice·> again .. t a Liberal Government 
might lead him to sacrifice the beot interesb 
of Queensland. In making that second state­
ment I am conscious that I am makmg a 
stat0ment seriously affecting the leader of 
the Opposition, but I think I shall be abl& 
to prove it up to the hilt. The han. member· 
mid the Treasurer committed an awful 
bungle in borrowing £1,000,000 from the 
Common,.·ealth, that it was due early this 
year, and that the Treasurer renewed that 
loan ,,,ithout any authority. 

Mr. LENN0::-1: You had a whitewashing 
Bill. 

The TREASURER: I shall quote another 
Act which gives the Treasurer ample power 
to do wL"t he did. I am sorr·c the leader of 
the O:lposition is not in his place tO hear 
mv r~marks. On the 9th July, 1912, His 
E~cellenc' the Governor aF>ented to an Act 
Pntitled '' An Act to authorise the raising of 
monev under anv Government Loan Act by 
tho. i~sue- from time to tim!' of short-dated 
Treasury bills, debentures, or other form of 
Governm0nt securitir-;, as and 'vhen occa­
sion n1ay arise.'' I am exceedingly sorry 
that the hon. member who occupies the im­
portant l)Osition of leader of the Opposition 
made a' statement without attempting t<> 
verify it bpfore making it to the House . 
Section 2 of that Act says-

" For the purposes of this Act, the 
term ' Government stock ' means and in­
clud;,., debentures, Treasury bills, ana 
anv other form of Government stock or 
sec"urities having a currency not exceed"­
ing five years from the date of the issua 
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thHeof, and bearing interest at a rate 
not exeeeding four pounds per centum 
per ann tun." 

The han. member said the Treasurer had 
done comething which was absolutely ill!lgal, 
though there is a statutory provision giving 
the Treasurer ampl!l power to do what he 
did in connection with that particular loan. 

Mr. HARDACRE : The money was borrowed 
before that Act was passed. 

The TRE~I.SPRER: I am exceedingly 
sorry to say that the hon. member for Leich­
hardt is very seric<uoly involved in some of 
his ideas, and that he appears to be very 
invoh ,,d in regard to this particular matter. 
The monDy borrowed previously was bor­
row<'d-I am speaking from memory-in 
April, 1911, and fell due in April of this 
year, and we have i:-,mcd debentures for the 
an1ount of that borrotving. It must be 
patent to any han. member who has 1istened 
to the arg unent" advanced by th" other side 
that in matters pertaining to finance they 
consider it is otfr duty to take '\ hatever the 
Commonwealth choose to give us. Appar­
ently a'tything the Commonwealth Govern­
ment do is right, and a Liberal Government 
ought to take what they choose to giw, and 
even fall down on their knees and say how 
thankful they are for being whipped a' little. 
That is wh:~.t hon. members opposite try to 
defend in a Commom,·ealth Labour Govern­
ment. I am exceedingly sorry that the leader 
of the Opposition was not here to hear the 
position which he had fallen into in regard 
to tlui £1,000,000 when he c mld have ex­
preFc.ed the opinion-as I am sure he would 
have done-that he had not been following 
the Acts of Parliament as he ought to have 
done. I nHtde anothe1· statement and I re­
peat it to han. members, because.' the leader 
of {he Labour rm.rtY sho\~; that he is so 
Pr< judicod against the Liberal party that it 
le!tds him to c>,ccrific~ th<C bPst intcrc.·'s of 
Queensland. 

l\lr. LENKON: Draw it mild. 

Th• TREASURER : I think I shall be 
~biz; to .. how to the fulle .t ext.,nt how pre­
JUdiced he was in dealing vdth Savings 
Bank matters. He told us deliberatelv that 
becnuse we had not opened our arms to the 
Federal Government and allowed them to 
swallow our Savings Bank that we llad lost 
I think he said £169,000 by the tre"• <~•:tion: 

Mr. GILLII8: He did not use that expres­
sion. 

The TREASURER: Of course he did not 
use that expre<sion, but he made it clear to 
everybody who listened to him that the 
Queensland Gove1:nment, in his judgn1ent, 
had made mistake in not allowing the 
Commonwealth Government to take over the 
Savings Bank. 

Mr. RYAN: I repeat it. I think so stilL 

The TREASURER: I am glad that the 
hon. gentleman makes that interjection. I 
say that any hon. member, if he seriously 
makes that statement-whether it is made 
by a member sitting on this side or on the 
opposite side of the House-then I say he 
is sacrificing the best interests of Queens­
land. 

Mr. LENNON: No. Don't talk nonsense. 

The TREASURER: First of all, we were 
asked to go into a contract with the Federal 

Government. \V e were to allow them to 
take over a business which had been esLab­
lished for many yea~s and wh.ich had been a 
successful business. \Vhat d1d they say to 
us? They said, " Look, her_e is a go_ing con­
cern, and we are just cast11115 longmg eyes 
on your going concern, and ror the sake of 
taking it over we will allow _you 75 J:?er cent. 
of new business, but we will certamly n~~. 
allow von a share in the management. 
That is. how generous they were. 

Mr. LITINNON: What about a share in the 
expenr,es ~t 

The TREASURER : I will deal with the· 
qubtion of ex~enditure later '?n. They said 
to us, " We w1ll take your gomg concern at 
a discount of 25 per cent." I . ask, Is the~e 
a commercial house in the City to-day-;-rs 
there a man engaged in business in. the crty 
or elsewhere to-day who has a gomg con­
cern who will let someone from outstde come 
in and say, "\Ve will take your _business­
you must hand us over your buemess, and 
we wiil give you a discount of 25 per cent." ? 

Mr. RYAN: You are deliberately mislead­
ing us. 

The TREASURER: I have not done yet. 
I will show that instead of deliberately mis­
leading you--

M;·. RYAN: It is pure sophistry. 

The TREASURER : Last night the leader 
of the Opposition, in his speec_h, either de­
liberately misled us, or he drd not know 
the subject he was talking about. 

Mr. RYAN: I know the subject I was talk­
ing about quite well. 

The TREASURER : The hen. gentlema.n 
was like the boy who said he knew hrs 
!Poons and he only gained 35 l?er c<:mt. out 
of 100 per cent. He knew portron '?f them. 
The han. gentleman knew one portwn, and 
the major portion he did not know at all. 
Yet h0re in this Houe., the han. ~rentleman 
gets up and says that because this proposal 
comes from the Commonwealth Government 
we must accept it. 

Mr. RYAN: No, I said if you had accepted 
the Commonwe,dth proposal you would have· 
been £1C8,000 better off. 

The TREAS"CRER: I >-ay that the han. 
gentlem<'n is altogether wrong in that state­
ment. The ho :. gentleman told u.s a h:'lf 
truth with regard to the transacttO': wrth 
Tasmania. V!hen I interjected, he ''".d that 
Ta '•mania h:td gone over, but he drd n?t 
say that there v,{'re hvo or three. banks rn 
Tasmctnia. He said that the Savmgs Bank 
had gone over in Tasmania. It is true that 
one has, and that is the smaller one. The 
han. gentleman told us ~alf the truth. I_le 
triEd to dr:nv a red herring at,rOFJ the tr nl, 
and implied, with regard to New South 
V!ales and Victoria, that the propos.al made 
to these people was not identi.cal 'Ytth ours. 
As a matter of fact they were rdentrcal. 

Mr. HARDACRE: The conditions werEl' 
different. 

Mr. LENNON: Be fair. 

The TRE \SURER : Mr. Cann, the Trea­
surer of the New South V!ales Government, 
surely would not do an unfair thing to the­
Labour Government of the Commonwealt.h, 
even if a Liberal Government would do rt. 
:VIr.. Cann made the statement publicly that 

Hon. W. H. BaTnes.] 
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if he hud accepted the proposals of the 
Cmm~~onw8alth Government he would 
have lo~t over £300,000. 

l\1r. fiARDAC Jm : The circumstances were 
different in New South \Vales and Victoria. 

The TREASG"RER: The circum·tances are 
not at. all different. This matter is of very 
g"eat Importance to the St.:te of Queensland. 
and I want to read to the House a rather 
long minute be.uing on this particular sub­
ject, showing exactly where we would have 
suffered in ! his pr,1·ticular mat!er if we had 
consentec! to the transfer of the State's busi­
ne"" to the Commomrealth. 

Mr. LENNON: Well, get to it. 

The TREASL"RER: This is the minute-
" After allowin.:;· for the rrofit and 

los~. acc,)unt cr£dit b·.Janc.~, as dc~h ,. ith 
in ;.he pro~o0al<;:, tl·,~ n('t re,·:Ilt \YOnld 
be th:.t the Shte would issne debentures 
of a fe•Je valuo of £5,080,283 in ex­
,.,~1an.~"J :or ;,+.t.te Govcr,·nn0nt ···':'curitc-s 
of a face v Jne of £ +.9$8.146, rf'~-,dting 
in a lo s to the State of £112,137." 

Ye~ the hon. 111U1>1 · -, d lib~ 1 :!·e1:. sL.ted 
that \vo Olllla;enJr h:::d l!onc .~J, ~-rang t11ing 
b\~ not 4oing wh,~t the Cc~1:r1r~n\vc .. dth Go­
Y<'rnincnt suggL t._ d. 

M_r. RYA'\: I said, ·' ob.-iously." I ·.ay it 
t1ga1n. 

The TRE \SUHER: I will shm, the '""'· 
gr,ntlenEn something more-

" Tl:0 ann;wl int<8rc;;;t rfl~Yal·le bv the 
State TreHm·y "" th-, >'curiti• · h0id bv 
the ;.Javings Bank £175,766. Th9 
amount \vhich ,-;·oF]d be- pa:: J.bL-' on 
del ,•n' a1 reqLired b'; Connnonwe-<-":_t.b 
is £181,834. to '.chich· mu. t be added 
mc0resL at £3 13s. 8d. ner cent. on 
£102,884, the profit and -loss account 
balance referred to above, £3,790, a total 
of £185,624, making the additional annual 
intere't to be paid by the State Treasury 
£9,858." 

I want to specially i1 1pres- the House with 
~nother nhace of the Sa.-ings Bank bu -iness. 
1:-Ion. il1flT;_J~. rs 'viii ren1en1ber that two­
third8 of th·-\ a1nonnt rcc:·ive-d on account of 
SeYing·s Bank h:'.d to be inYested b,- tb, 
ii ~lS7':<"~ i,n G?Y"''DJ, Pet stock, oLe-third b"i.ng 
1<?-~..t . .j,t ~ 1P c 1 _~o~ai of _the bank, on -:r-1nch 
they paid 3 J~er cent. Inte~~eRt. I \"{ill say· 
s(,~_let.hir· ~· lTIOY' aho·~~ tb~t later on. T!:c"e 
IUinuto goes on-

" The L.H10ld1t at crcdi~ of the Savings 
~ank current, auJOunt, ,_;~., £2,476,300, 
" to l2 h .no.£>d 0\'N h the Common­
"~,, Jth Ran 1., but ~110 proposal<;; do not 
sn/:-K"" .. t ho:·' th3 State is to carry on 
Without this hr,:e l- •1a:"ce to ·:ock on, 
but n10rel,v st·ys, 'The State to have 
finlt c,·\11 at carrent rat,}'-'·' " 

VVhnt arc the curr.Pnt r2tPs? Current r:_ttes 
fO Lr as the Saving•· Bank is conr•rned are 
3 per cont., bnt ,~arrent rateco 'O far a.: we 
know from the C'om•'llonwcalth are 4 ner 
CE·nt. There is otraight a way a lo· , of a 
very ronsiderable an~0lP·t in connf·-:.tion ·wi,~...h 
that alon0. 

Mr. I.ENKON: It uteu'lt the Savings Banks' 
depcc;its current rates. 

The TREASURER: The han. gentleman 
is tn·ing to excuce his friend at every turn. 

Mr. LENNON: It means Savings Bank 
deposits, all right. 

The TREASVRER: The minute goes on­
" For State requirements on amount 
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paid as sinking fund in reder.1ption of 
above debentures, provided the amounts 
are not requi-red to mo.•:• the with­
drawals of Savin:. s Ba1.k depositors, and 
a !so to have first, call on 75 per cent. of 
the increased donosits at current rates. 
For some v.on t-lF amount of tho sink­
ing fund 'a\;d 75 per cent .. of the new 
buSinr ~j ·-..~onld lJ-:-. quite in .. ~dequate to 
n1-eet the cash reqnirt~nwnts of the State; 
consequentlv -either a large overdraft 
would ha.-o' to be arran6ed for, which 
"~t 1n-~sent ••· auld cost at least 6 per 
c0nt., or Io~·,ns raif.lcd at a cost of 4-\ per 
cont. Af'"r allowing the Savings Bank 
2 1

, ncr ( "nt. intcre~t on tho currpnt 
a~co\mt, the c"qh costs the State Trea­
Hll';.~ 1~- por cont., as 1 per cent. is 
r r;:)iYed from the GoYernn1ent bankers." 

Nm1·, boiled down, the position is this-
" The propr,s'tl" provide for a sinking 

fund of 1 p2r cent., which would mean 
an addi1 ional anuwl ch ..• rge to the State 
consolidated revenue fund of £50,802. 

" Briefly summarised, the result to 
the F'late' if th~ propos:ils o;' the Go­
vernrJr of tlw Cn"''m"nwealth Be.'lk had 
be.,n accepted would have been an in­
creased annual charge of £172,094 for in­
tfrest on debentm·es and current ae<-ount, 
and provision for sinking fund, or, if cur­
rer-~. (', · ··h requirmn{:- '1tS vvere rai~ed by 
loaccs, £128.759; and a loss on de ben­
turf' ac: c)Ullt of £112.137, 't'hich "\\~auld 
h:c ve to be made good from revenue 
fund. 

" ThP aboYe annual charges, Yiz., 
£17?,('84 and £128,759, repn ;en't the 
interest at 4! per cent. on a capital ~! 
£4,04!),:;70 and £3,023,620, rcspectn,Jly. 

1\Ir. RYAN: What are you reading? 

The TREASVRER: Thi> io another phas:; 
rhich the han. member will not like. 

Jl.1r. RYAN: \Yhat are you Nading? 

The TREASG"RER: That is my business. 
:Mr. RYAN: \Ve want w knon· what you 

are reading. 

Tho TRT:ASURER: The, han. member will 
not like this last paragraph. 

JIIr. RYAN: Who made it up? 

'l'ho TREASURER: This is a Stctte Trea­
sury document. 

1\lr. R >:AN: You could n~t make it up your­
self. 

The TREASURER: 'rho han. member 
judges me by himself. This is anotheT phase 
that the han. m•:mber will not like, because 
he hrrs ,'hown grnt antipathy to anylhing 
pcrkining to Queensland. 

Mr. B~'hTRA11I; Th::,t is an unfair statement. 

The TREASURER : 
,. The Savings Branch of the C?mmo!J­

''"ealth Bank commenced operatiOns 111 

September, 1912. The follo'l·ing state­
ment shows the tramactions of the State 
Sayings Bank during the period Septem­
ber, 1912, to March, 1913:-

As ht Sept., 1912 
As 31st Mav 

At 9.20 p.m., " 

No. nf Anwunt to 
Depositors. Credit. 

142,847 £ 7,445,f~'i2 
152,289 £7,948,561 

The Speaker resumed the chair. 

The TREASURER {continuing): I think 
that any han. member who is interested in 
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the affairs of Queensland will realise th:..t it 
would have been a suicidal thing to have 
handed over the State business to the Com­
monwealth Bank. I think it would have 
meant a very serious dislocation with regard 
to the affairs of Queensland, and might I 
remind hon. meml:.••crs of the fact, which they 
s0em to ha-..-e forgotten-! af:k, 'vill tlY~ leader 
of the Labour party say tho.t it would be a 
fair thing, with a view to meeting his friends 
in th0 South nnd pa)ing them more inten·•-:t 
on the money-would it be a fair thing to 
hand over, not only that money, but to sa,­
to the men under the \Yorkers' Dwellin<;s 
Act and under tll' Agricultural B:mk Ace, 
"\Ve \vill have to raiPD vour rate of jnterest 
because y;, e h;~Ye to pay lnoro intere"t to the 
Commonwealth " ? 

Mr. RYAN: That is not correct. 

The TREASURER: That is exactly what 
would happen, and yet the han. member gets 
up in the responsible position of leader of the 
other party, and says the State Government 
have madu a mistake in not handing over 
the business to the Commonwealth. I have 
proved most conclusively that instead of 
making a mistake we did the very best in 
the interests of Queensland by sticking to 
them, and \Vo are going to stick to them. 

The PREMIER: It saved the workers 1 per 
cent. under the V{ orkcrs' Dv, ellings Act. 

Mr. RYAN: You will have to stick to them 
nov .. 

The TREASURER: Might I call attention 
to some of the tactitcl that WPre pursued in 
the attempt to get this businee '-tactics whi~h 
senm most extraordinary to me. I havR no 
v•;ord to ~ 1y against the Inanfi:?,er of the Uonl­
monweaHh Bank here. Anyone v:ho knows 
him knows that he is a gPniJeman. But this 
is the kind of letter that cam" to the Trec:­
sury from the CJmmon,,: celth Deparment, 
dated 20th February, 1913-

" For the inforn1alion of the Governor 
of the Commonwealth Bnnk of Australia. 
I have the honour to request th:ct yol; 
will be good enough to furnish me ,;,ith 
a d0tailed list, as under, of the business 
done . at your various brn.nchcs and 
agenmes for the months of December 
1P12, and January, 1913." ' 

It is almost inconc<'i'. able. Then thev 
specially detailed what thev want- • 

'~Agency; No. of o)~orntions, depos'ts; 
No. of operations, withdrawals." 

Of course you will readily understand that 
we were not quite so green as to furnish +hat 
information, ev<m though th~ Commonwealth 
Government asked that we might supply it. 

Mr. LENNON: The CommonY:e:d'11 Govern­
. mont t:id not ask anything of the kind. 

The 'rREASURER : Evidc ntlv hon. m•,m­
bers opposite do not like the truth. 

Mr. GILLIES: Stick to the truth. 
The TREASURER: At all evE'nts, the 

answer \\as short and sharp. I informed 
the manager of the bank that the 'nformation 
would not be given, nor will it be given. 
Now, I want to dnl with another position 
with regard to the bank. Wh".t is the 
position as a result of the succe,sful manave­
ment of the bank? The hon. member for 
Herbert made light-I admit it was more 
particularly in connection w'th pastoral 
matters that he was speaking-he made light 
of the fuot that all men !'ked lraseholds. He 
said the most succ.-,ssful industry in the State 
of Queensland was an industry in which the 
men held leaseholds, and he referred to the 

pastoral industry. I ask, What is the posi­
tion with regard to the man who wants a 
home of his O>\ n? Is he satisfied with a 
leP ? I do not: think so. 

Mr. \VINSTANLEY: I say, yes. 

The TREASURER : All I can say in an­
swer to tho hon. member who interjects is, 
that it may so happen in his own district, 
but, generally speaking, it will be found 
th:tt almost 99 per cent. desire to have the 
parchment rather than hav'' a leasehold. 

Mr. HARDACRE: Rather the reverse. 

Th·' TREASURER: What is the position 
round Brisbane,? Would the people bo satis­
fied 1vi, ~L i.tns ·holds·; A~~e tne~, not eager 
to got their bit d parchment? The very 
sucoeJs of th0 \Yorkers' Dwellings Act and 
tho Agricultural Bank Act hcs larg~ly been 
brought about as a result of the succes•.ful 
manag~.ment of the Savings Bank, and we 
have consequently been able to help the 
poorest member, of the community-the 
Y•'Orkers-in the most practical ·way in which 
it is possible to help them-namely, to get 
homes for themselves. I think I have dwelt 
sufficiently long upon that particular aspect, 
and I think I have proved right up to the 
very hilt the statement that I stal'ted out 
with-namely, that the attitude of the leader 
of the Opposition showed that his prejudice 
against the Liberal Government made him 
ready to sacrifice; the best interests of 
Queensland, as far as the Savings Bank is 
concernPd, and that his statement, instead 
of being borne out by fact, was evidently 
due either to a want of knO\dedge or a 
'' <1nt of sympathy with Queensland. Refer­
ences are made in the Spee,·h to the financial 
math"rs \Yhich, I agree with tL~; hon. Inember 
for H., rber!, :_\.r,~ of the n1os~ serious import, 
and I confess that, whilst differing from 
the han. member for Herbert in many mat­
te-rs, I recognie,e that he took up an attitude 
in connection with maturin?- loa,:1s which 
every mmnl,_,,,. of the House should take up. 
First of all, let it be said thv+. no me·nber 
of thio, House, whether he sits on this side or 
on the other side, i' responsible for these 
loans. That must be admitted, but tho fact 
itself rE-main·· that we have loans maturing 
which must be dealt with b: the Govern­
ment in a wa'; that will not embarrass or in 
any way h~rt Queew!and, and I th'nk. 
therefore, it is plea•-ctnt to know that some 
mer-bers oppos te, perhaps the '-"hole of 
them, are oxr"'edinr~·1v ar·vi "US that in this 
particular matter the- very best th'ng should 
b~ done, so th,,t when these loans have to be 
fared, they will be faced in c, way which 
will not ca nee auy ·.erious lo'·' to Quce"lsland . 

Mr. RYAN: It proves that we have the 
interests of Que•"Jns!and at heart. 

Th" TREASURER: This is outside the­
ron1lnon,vealth r0~i ne, and CO!"C'quently 
thev have a wider outlook. W'th re­
gar'd to these maturing loans, tho GovPrn­
m ·-....t are taking ev~ry necessary stPp to deal 
with them. I think it is onlv fair to the 
commercial community and to those ·d·o are 
interest,· d in this matter to make that state­
ment to-nif'ht. And I do nro'. for one mom"nt 
think-and I say this advisc:dlv-thot with 

proper care, and wai·cl-;:nf'" the 
[9.30 p.m.l loans as we oug-ht, we sholl have-

the slightest difficulty whatever 
in making the necessary provis'on for meet­
ing them. But it does seem to me that 
there is one thing that we should c'> ·tainly 
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.safeguard, and that is that in making these 
renewals it should be carefully seen that all 
the loans do not mature at one given date. 

Mr. LENNON: That is the present trouble. 

The TREASURER : The hon. member is 
quite right-that is the present trouble. 
Three or four millions might have been com­
paratively an easy thing when compared with 
the conversion o£ the la1.ge su1n that we 
know has to be faced. 

Mr. RYAN: We are prepared to help. 

Tb TREASURER: I am quite sure, bow­
ever, whilst thanking the hon. n.emb0r for 
his assistance, that we shall be able to 
:tnanap:_ e this busine<, -; pretty well ourselves. 

Mr. RYAN: Thctt reply is worthy of your­
self only. 

The TREASURER : Then I am very glad 
that the hon. member and I are agreed on 
thac point, at all events. 

Mr. RYAN: It is not complimentary. 

The TREASURER: \VP shall agre.· to 
shake hanu'l on that. Let me say that the 
State of Queensland is in a position in 
which no other State in AnFtralia is in to­
day. I think I d1all not be ego' is tical when 
I say that the Government, by their action 
in connection with the financ"" .;, have been 
abk to place ti1e State in a position quite 
e-1ual u-, if not ~etft r t:1an, that en­
jo;·ed by any other St,,te. I know that a 
gre • t deal of criticism was hurled against 
the Gov~mment wh<m the 'last £2,000,000 
loan vvas rai:;ed, Lut I ask noc.;· \vh.:ther the 
Govern1n;:,nt were· not ·well advi.-.f3d, and not 
only well advi>3d, but whether th.ey did not 
do the right thing in acceJ)ting the money 
that Wc\S offered to them? It v ould, I think, 
in the light of after o.-e"ts, ha-. e bnen a 
very unwise thing for the Government to 
have refused the money thut was offered to 
them at that time, bec:,use they possibly 
would have had to pay ver:c much more for 
their monPy if th0y h., d wai~,,d. Notwith­
standing the criticism that has been hurled 
at the Government along those lines, the 
action they took has by after eYents been 
proved to be thoroughly justified. I feel 
sure that hon. members must have been im­
pressed when the Pnmier was speaking last 
night by the very high position Quee·1sland 
occupied on tha~ table in regard to the 
flotation of loans, a,1d it ,bowed tXactly how 
c.Lroful 1nanagem~=:1t h"d resulted, so far as 
Queensland wa:J concerm d. 

Mr. LENNON: Your trumpeter is not dead. 

The TREASURER: And while the hon. 
mHnber for Hubert lives, I shall have a 
good companion; we shall be in the came 
street in that regard. The hon. gentleman 
did seem drawn towards me, notwith~.tand­
ing his critici~.;ns in one respect. Han. nlem­
bers who have followed the question of 
financ · generally, not only a:J it concerns 
Queenslt·nd, but who have looked at the 
old world and seen the demands made for 
money, must recognise that there is a good 
dud of stringency iu the money market. I 
noticed a statement the other day that, in 
connection with the Balkan war, a sum of 
about one hundred millions would be re­
quired, and it is also a well-known fact to 
everyone of us here, that China has been 
borrowing largely, and that China has been 
paying a very considerable sum for her 
money. And money is like everything else, 
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wherever the best price is bid there the 
money will go, provided the security is 
good. 

Mr. LENNON: Even if the Labour party 
\Yore in po,Yel:? 

The TREASURER : I do not know what 
would happen then, but I think that is a 
very long way off. 

Mr. LENNON : Bulimba will tell a tale. 

The TREASURER: And I might remind 
my hon. friend that, whilst they on that 
side have been making references to Queens­
land, in the neighbouring State of New S?u~h 
\Yaks, whore the Labour Government 1s m 
power, the people have spoken in no uncer­
tain way. 

Mr. BowMAN: You have got a Liberal Go­
vernment here, and the people spoke very 
emphatiL.tlly against you. 

Tho TRKA "HJRER : The one is a good 
cc·t-rcff a,:-ai>.<t -he ~<her. \Vhen the hon. 
n 'a~J;er -for Chillagoe, Mr. Th("'1dore, ·was 
SFc ,,:,ing, h~ rei. rred to the quc,.fion of a 
, e:tt\\~o_!_·ks. It is ._;_ nr :·1r·· -.,blc fact that a 
good deal of ,.,.;;i~ism ,·as hurled ag,iin.st 
the e -tabli h.nent of another rnE-:'bvorks 1n 
0uee::.1~iland, and it is pecul;:u tha'S th0 
Of.r'Jsiton -~lould c:·-.,1c fror_:!. t~w::,o vvho are 
l'l vjiYing tho gre:J.test h'Jp fran· the estab­
t;)-,n ont of it. , I t\ink it; ··:·i}l be, admi~ted 
tL •t, =-~-t a::. .. :· r.a-·2. thf' csta.Jhsnn1cn;, of t.:.1ese 
_. ,tworks h,·s uc.•nt the sp.-ndmg- of a 
l[>.rg~ "·t_u'"'unt of LlOne:., b~-.- 'vhi, h many per­
. •ns have benefited. 

'\l1~. FoLEY: '111 -at is ahvny.s tht cry. 

The TRE-'-;_s-cRER: It· is ~ true state­
lT.··'nt, nev rtheieFC. So far it will bP_ ad­
w;t~ed that there h''" been the expenditure 
of a larg··3 sun1 of money. 

.... Jr. RYAN: So far. 

Ti1c 'lF\JE}._e:l;RER: Ths han. rnmnber for 
ChillagOe .lso l_';otc.J .:. .. orn Russell's book 
dealing with the American Meat Trust; but 
I would uok whether the cond1tions are the 
f.al_·n~ h·'re '-;_;; tl1ey are in Amerir:t? 

Mr. FOLEY: They will be if things go on 
ac they are. 

The TRl;_\Sl'RER: The hon. gE.ntlcman 
sl 1\'," thrtt he h 1s l1'J knowledge oi the con­
di~ions of f,e two pbcc .,, In Al:>'rica thr> 
raihvh ·.a •,7 

( ._·e c ,)'·h~oJ1ed b:;~ these meat coni­
panics. E t n .1enming tha; the company 
is an oct·JPU ·· .. as tlY~ hon. n1onber ,says it is, 
anyone who h.l., read that particular boolc 
from which he auoted ,., ;!! know that any 
trouble that was· brough+ about there was 
brought about by the centro! of the raihmys, 
by the companies being able to side-traek 
rhis a.nd ,,:J~_-ty,u::k th~·t. 1'1 '.d altogether hav­
ing the centro! of wh'·t "'"" the key to the 
position. Now, is it likely that anything of 
tha: sort .';ill l rtppen her"! \nd we do 
knm.' this: that the Government of Queens­
land hL v J a-1nple powe1-: to r-ive a t·~1ort and 
. sharp shrift to anyone whu did what was 

not ri2;ht, or against the' host interests of th-3 
COll11UUnity. 

Mr. FOLEY: Will they use them? 

The TREASURER: The hon. m,•mb:·" 
for Chillagoe used another argument, whieh 
showed that, bo far as the prices of meat are 
concerned, the two positions are not analo­
gous. In America, I think, all their own 
meat is consumed there, and I think, too, 
that if there was likely to be any trouble 
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h~re we could deal with it by the imposihcn 
of an export duty. lt scen1s to n1e that it jg 
~he, easi· st thing in the world to deal wich 
1t· If .tllything o£ the mme sort ghould 

· happen to Quecnsbnd. And what has "'"'ll 
!he experience in the past as to the conung 
Into the 1narkot of another co1npttitor 9 J s 
it n<Jt ~.fact that wherever you have more 
.competJtwn, th;,re the man who is >crc·­
-duci11g .,tack is going to get a distinct' ad­
vantage? If there is only one person to 
.buy, he will give _you just tho price he war1ts 
to give you, and nothing more. And the 
fact remains, after all, that it is the du1y 
of the State to encourage those who ar"e 
?ommg_ here to help us to build up ..>ur 
mclustnes. HaYe we cowe to the limit 0 ; 

~:mr ca~tlb·rai~ing or sheep-raising? And ts 
1t not m the mterests of the communit;; f.hat 
·we should do all we can to produce v,s ... n1uC'h 
as we can? 

Mr. HARDACRE: They tried to buy up two 
meat companies in. Qm·Bnsland; they might 
buy up the whole lot. 

The TREASURER : Is the han. gentle­
man sure of his facts? \Ve are told that 
iher:' are da11gers in the meat company 
<Jommg to Qu-eensland, but I do not he •. itate 
to say_-I have s~id it on the platform and 
I sa;;· 1t here ag-am-that the greatest danger 
that Queer;;land and the other States in 
At~stralia have to face is th~ danger of 
bnng controll<>cl by Persons outside P a". 
liah ... ent, ~,tho, ai·o tr~ing to dictate to Pariitt­
ment_what Parliament shall do. \Ve :cnow 
that m Sydne0- the other clay it was wug-ht 
to bring the McGowen Government to heel 
by a bo~ly that had no responsibility in 1 he 
-CO'illl1U111ty. I say that the greatest dan;.sra· 
~he State Parliaments have to face to-da:v 
lS the _danger <:f irresponsible people who 
are trymg to <hrect and ,~ontrd tlw~e who 
have been elected by the pe,~le. 

Mr. BARBER: Doe.:; not Bado-er c0ntrol 1hl"') 
Govd'mnent? (Opposition "'I-I ear, hear> ! " 
and Government laughter.) 

The TREASURER : The leader of the 
La~our party la~t night, evidently with a 
·desire that he m1ght so far capture the so­
called farmers' party, read out to them vvhat 
the Labour party, led by himself, were pre­
pared to do for the farming commnnity. 

Mr. RYAN : I did not desire to capture 
the country party-I wanted the electors to 
know the effects of our policy. 

The TREASURER: I just want to draw 
·the ath11tion of the House a"d the country 
to th<e fact that the hon. gentleman did not 
let the country know all the facts. I think 
we shall have to know them by their fruits. 
'I'he hon. member for Herbert to-night made 
referen' e to ce_rtain things that happened 
unfort-lnltely, u Queen3land about fiftee,; 
months ago, and it seemJ to me that if YOU 

want to . know people by their fruib, you 
wan~ to JUdge them by their actions "t that 
par~~cular time. I may be told that the 
Parll;,mentary Labour party were not re­
sp':~1sJble, and yet it is very significant that 
qmce a. number of that party were associ­
ated w1th those people on that occasion 
What did th~Jy advocate? And are thes~ 
the people >yho are going to be so friendly 
to the farmmg community? They said on 

that occasion, " \V e v .. -ill tie up you1· butrer; 
we won't let it be export'lcl." That was 
one of the evidences. of their friendship. 

Mr. Bow:uAN: Have you not forgotten 
that yet? 

The TREASURER: Then they say, " Give 
us preference to unionic,ts." That is another 
way in which they show th~ir love for the 
members of the farming community-a man 
has no right to live! By and bJ we shall 
be told that because a man belongs to a 
particular religion he will not be able to 
live-will not be ;,ble to get bread and 
butter. 

Mr. BowMAN: Don't introduce religion. 

The TREASURER: Let me draw atten­
tion to another matter as eyiclence of their 
deoire to help the farming community. ·what 
reception did men get who bro'lght produce 
into the market? They were told to go home 
and let their produce perish. If they wanted 
to get anything for a day or two, they were 
told it was necessary in this free country of 
Queensland to get a permit. Those are the 
practical evidences we have of the friend­
ship of the other side to•vards the farming 
comn:iunity g,nd the community generally. It 
would have been very ni·_Q if the Labour 
part:' hrrd just sandwich0cl in a little of that 
amon>;ob the poliry >Yhich the le.·.der of the 
Opposition read out; but very wisely he left 
that out altogether. I just want to deal 
,,·ith some matters which were touched upon 
by the han. member for Brisbane. He made 
some refere,~ce in reg·arcl to the dry clock. 1 

think the han. m<ember "ill admit that a 
larger dock tltan ,,-e hav!l in Brisbane ,,,auld 
be a distinct advantage to shipping people 
coming here. 

Mr. KIR'VAN: Hear, hear! For the city 
generally. 

The TRE,'\.SURER: There are several 
things to be taken into conoideration, and 
han. me,nbers ,. ho have bten urging us to 
go slo'Y will nt once see that it is important 

hen money is being spent to see that it is 
spent in thf· direction which will be of the 
greatc·st good to the community. It would be 
a distinct advantag,,, in my judgment, to 
construct a dock that would take larger 
vessels, but th- question arises whether mean· 
while, with our limited capital in the loan 
fund account. the money could not be better 
spent l'llsewhere in the construction of rail­
ways and t!,e opening up of country. A 
gre~t number of things could be donE if 
,,." w,ore pre•1ared to launch out indis­
~riminately. mid spend the money we have 
m l:~ncl. But I hold that that would be 
suicided policy. I think that the police' of the 
GoYer!lment should be to con-,erve as far as 
!"·lssil,le the ll'Oneys We have-to make them 
,'"O tn far as pol-.',ibie "\~yhen Fpending reas(,n­
able sams in rE';_;torluctivD ·wnrk, and gv:.t the 
yery best for . i.he community, and not at 
a bter period to brinf!" the construction of 
raihny lines to a stands+ill by any polic:.· 
of plunge meanwhile, which would mf.m 
disaster in the long run. Ron. mem· 
hers will agree that, while the dock is 
a. nee~~ssity, there are other things which 
are more necessarv in the interests of the 
community at pn:o.ent. If money could be 
gc:t without any very great diffirnlty, it 
m1ght be a wise thing- to get money for the 
dry dock ; but the dry dock is not t:te best 
business proposition. ·There are things you 
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cannot exactly judge by the exact return 
you receive from them, but it is a question 
of selecting- the direction in \vhich the money 
can be best spent; and whilst I ag-ree with 
the hon. member that a larger dry dock for 
Brisbane ''auld be a disti::,ct advantage, we 
may have to wait a little while before it is 
br<Y:lght about. Before I resume my seat, I 
CC!n unly '"'~ th ;t any hon. member who 
findo in rP cding the Speech what is outlined 
in it, cam:ot but think that the Government 
of Queendand h,.J nalised its responsibility 
with mgard to Queensland-that it is not 
attempting to rat·~~r for one particular class 
of the community, but that it regards the 
whole of the c•>mmunity as under its epecial 
care, ,md that it has brought forward a 
policy which will mean, when worked out, 
that it will be in the ve>ry best interests of 
Quocn,Jand itself. I am quite sure that the 
public generally will realise that in the 
policy thPre is that which spells prosperity 
for Queensland, and prosperity which will 
be along the lin<'3 of retaining, and continu­
ing to retain, that Government which realises 
that the people as a whole are the people 
vvhose inter,c:<.ts it is conserving. 

Mr. GRAYSON (Cunn;ngham): I move 
the adjournment of the debate. ~ 

Question put and p.~ssed. 

The resumption of the debate was made an 
Ord<e"' of the Day for Tuesday next. 

The House ·adjourned at ten minutes to 
10 o'clock. 
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