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QUFJ~JNSLAND PARLIAJllJNTAltY DEBAT~~~. 

:SECOND SJcGSf.:HON O.Ji' '.I'HE NINETEJGN'.I.'JCI 1PARLIAMRU.'I'.I'. 

APPOINTED TO ME.E'l' 

AT BRISBA:\'E ON ~'HE SEVE:\'TEE:\'TII DAY OF JI:NE, IN THE FOURTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF 

HIS ~IAJESTY KING GEORGE V., IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 1913. 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

TLESDAY, 17. JUNE, 1913. 

:\1EETI:'-JG OF PARLIAMENT. 

Pursuant to proclamation of His E:'i.cel­
h,ncy the Govcrnor, b···uing- date 29th May, 
summoning Po.rliament to 111eet this ''ay for 
;he despatch of business, the Council. n.ct 
>at 12 noon. 

The CLERK OF THE PARLirUIE~TS read Jfi~") 
Excdlency's proclamation. 

THE GOYER~OR'S OPEXIKG f'PEECH. 
At noon His Excellency the Governor 

came in state to tlw Housh of Parliament, 
was announced by the Usher of the Black 
Hod, and received by the President (Hon. 
f'3ir Arthul' ;\f org~._n) at the bJ..r. 

Tho nembe~s of the Council being oeated, 
a Irl(;f"·""g··" \VU:'; S 0 ""'lt to the ..._t\._ssPmbly inf<Jl'TI1-
ing the members of th 't House that His 
Excellency deoired the pr:·· ,ence of Mr. 
StPcker ~·nd hon. m0mhers in the Council 
Chamber. The AH<'mbly attended accord­
ingly, and. hon. members b;,ing seated in 
tho place rf'cerved for them below the bar, 

Hrs EXCELLENCY re~d thE· Opening 
Speech. a- followq :-
"HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN OF THE LEGISL\.l'IVE 

CouNCIL, AND GENTLEMEN oF THE LEGIS· 
LATIVE AssEMBI.Y,-

" It affords me the greatest pleasure 
te meet you at the opening of this the 
second session of the nineteenth Parliament 
of Queensland. 

"I have called you together earlier in 
the year than usual, in order that legisla­
tion seriously affecting the welfare of the 
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sugar industry may have your considera­
tion. So important is this matter, and 
so desirable is it to allay as speedily as 
possible th<· anxiety of our sug.·•r-growers 
in regard to the excise duty, that but for 
the Commonwealth general election I 
should have summoned vou evPn c- .nlier. 
The pr .. •ctice, ho,ever, has hitherto been 
ncA, to h~" ~he St,"k' Parlia1ncnt in session 
while a Federal election is proceeding, 
:,nd it was not though) ad vi· abl0 to dr>part 
from that practice on this oc•"aJion. 

" I am deeply gratified to he able t£ 
congratulate the country on the contmu· 
ance of the good seasons with which it 
has been favoured for many suc<.Oes,ive 
years. In particular, the pastoral and 
'•Ug"ar districts have been blessed with t_he 
indispemmble condition of their prospenty 
-timely and abundant l'ains--anci, ":itl~ a 
few exceptions, the places in which da1rymg 
and general farming are ~he principal ii?-· 
dustries have bee)l equally fortunate. Th1s 
is a matter for nrofound thankfulneos, as 
on the success of the primary produc0rs 
depends the prosperity of the State. 

" During the recess I added considera!-ly 
to my knowledge of Queensland and its 
people by travelling extensively in the 
Central, \V estern, -and Northern portions of 
the State. Throughout the entire journey I 
observed with ph,asure the surna~sing rich­
ne"s of the grassf',, and the s!1lenrlid con· 
clition of the sheep and c.attle. There 1s 
ample scope for further postoral develop· 
ment, for no part of the spa•·ious and 
magnificent grazing country I pa·sf'd 
through is stocked to anything appi·oach­
ing its full capacity. 

" I was' not less imnressed bv that ri:Jh 
and varied mineral .:Lrea which stretches 
north, west, and south from Clon~urry, and 
I was glad to have the privilege of turning 
the first sod of the railway which, I am 
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confident. will make the coal resources of 
~\!Ioun1 . Mulligan a potent factor in the 
mdnstn:>l progress of North Queensland. 

" On evory sid., I found pro:,perity, con­
tontrr;e:r:t, and loyalty to tho Throne, nor 
woulc:, It bo p•Jssible,, for nw to speak too 
grat;'rully of the courtesy B.:J.d kindness I 
recmvcd from all cla :ses during my tour. 

"In Jul: last, a Royal Commi.,ion was 
appointed to inquire into the· conditions of 
o':r meat industry, it, scope boing made 
Wide enough to comprehend the meat 
re··=n:ed for home consumption <~S well as 
that mi-Jl].dod for export The commission 
waJ on powm·cd to report on the available 
supply ?f stock, on the condition of our 
meatworu, slaughter-house-. and butchers' 
shops. and on tho r•dvisabilitv of establi•·h­
ing abattoirs in po:mlous centres. 

"The commicsion is to bo complimented 
on tho thoroughness with which its work 
was performed, and on the value of its 
report, which is now in th.. hands of hon 
mem_bers, who will have ample opportunity 
to discuss Its findmgs. Its r•commend:J.tions 
m ;-er:ard to n tail selling have alrh1d v 
been satisfactorily carried owt and the 
sla~<ght~I~-housc !nspection, the' ne8d for 
whiCh Is sh?wn m the report, is now con­
ducte~ so rig~r~mly that the shortcomings 
and rrregulanties brought to li ~ht hav-e 
practiully vanished. " 

" Though the condition of things in 
pri ,-at·'. slaughtering-places !~aves little to 
be. de.-rred, nevm::theless im-estigations are 
bemg conducted with the view of ascertain­
ing the bht site. tho cost, and other neces­
sary information regarding the establish­
ment of abattoirs in the metropolitan area. 

",?~hile it is pleasing to know that hrge 
adr:It!OP.1l . meatworks are either just co:rn­
pl<'kd or 111 the proce, ,,, of construction on 
the Iirisbanc River- and elsewhere in the 
Stat it is discouraging to learn that 
owin_g ~o the lack of direct steam co:rn: 
muQIC:atwn between Queensland and 
Amenc·a, much of our stock is being t:cken 
1o S.'; dnr y to be slaughtered for shipme>:nt 
to Vancouver by a service subsidised bv 
th,, Commonwealth. In view of the grea't 
n:arket opened to us by the pr0poF0d reduc­
tiOn of mnat import duties in the "Cnited 
States. my advisers have thought it ir:clan­
be:>t. on them to ask the Federal Prirn:e 
Mmistcr to take steps to haYe Brisbane 
e-ven now, included amf"~ng the norts e1~~ 
braced b:, that service. -

"On tho. eve of the reco··'i of the Que•ns­
land Parliament, the Pr·ime Minister of 
the Comm~nwealth _informed my advisers of 
l11s ;ntPCJhon to mtrodu~e legislation to 
rcpec.l tlw Suge r Excise and Bounty Acts. 
The Bills were duly introducdd and be­
ca~11e en";ctments abel!t a fortnight after 
tlus Parliament had been promgued. h"L>.t 
thf' m< ~SUl'P'l do not come into opcratio n 
<'Xcept by a Proclamation of tl:w Go:verna r­
Genen 1• As it i" obvious that it wou.Id 
be> undef'irab1e to give tariff protection to 
swrar o'lwr than that grown .and manufac­
tun'd b:v v. hite labour, a Bill will be irn­
:nediatel:v introduced. to I?1al<e sugar-grovv­
~ng and manufacturmg m Queensland a 

-white-labour industry. 

" ¥.Y advisers are of opinion that the 
s bohtwn of the excise duty on sugar w :i 11 
be of much benefit to the growers of suga., r-

oane. To secure for them the full advan­
tage of that abolition, a Bill will be intro­
duced to provide that they will receive 
direct an amount equal to the present 
excis0, without any deduction bei!J.g made in 
respect of any lien on th<cir crop•, or of 
any other encumbrance. 

" In consequence of this concession, which 
will place our greatest agricultural ;ndustry 
on a more pro."pcrous footing, and of the 
prospect of an incroased import dut:,', as 
reQommended by the Commonwealth Royal 
Commission, my advisers consider them­
selves justified in proceeding with the Nec­
tion of additional sugar-mills. 

" Yon will be asked to am<>nd in certain 
particulars both the Elections Act and the 
Elections Tribunal Act. The amendments 
to be proposed in the former will· ensure 
greater acr:m:racy in compiling the electoral 
rolls, al].d, by restoring the postal vote 
under prudent limitations, a fuller exercise 
of the franchise. 

" If personation, plural voting, and other 
illegalities were not rife at the recent 
Federal polling, it was not, in the opinion 
of my advisers, because existing arrange­
ments do not encourage and facilitate such 
practiced. Therefore it is their intention 
to request the Commonwealth Government 
to appoint a commission, consisting of the­
Chief Electoral Offic.,r, his State deputies, 
-and the principal State electoral regiFtrars. 
to devise somG means whereby tht• Federal 
c lectoral rolls and the conduct 'of the Federal 
elections V'ill be above suspicion. My ad­
visers arc -aware that under the Constitu­
tion all that pertains to Commonw<?>alth 
elections ie of purely Commowv<"alth con­
cern; but th:· State, as a Stat<', is vitally 
inten">L-d in amendments proposed in the, 
Constitution, and has a right to exp0ct that 
matters of such supreme importance to he1 
ar<; submitted on)v to tho,,e legally entitled 
to vote, :and under conditions that will 
mo,h, fraudul•mt voting as difficult cas 
possiblr, and, if r<'·~Jrt<'d to, e.:,,;]y trac0 abl,:. 

"I\,lieving that mineral oil exi,ts in 
abundance iu the ~Iarano~~ distric.:t, my ad­
visers .cJe,pa·' hc·,l aJ! available data to the 
"\gpi,i-Gcnel J.l for Queensland, who, with 
characteristic promptitude, forwarded the 
same to the !<?a-ding· authc,ritiec; on the sub­
ject, anJ they, I [UTI ?"lad to infor:.L1 you, 
are faYotuJbly i1npres;:,cd by the particulars 
ounplied to them. Boring for mineral oil 
being 1n occupation quite distinct fnm that 
of boring for arL·-:ian 1v.ater, the- services Qf 
an expert ernplo/ed in one oi the gr~·<'>t oil 
rf>g'ions of t~H~ world are being sou<Yht \vith 
th{~ vie"\\'" ·of ascertaining the Pxtcnt) and 
value of our oil resoun-•'S and tb• most 
dfedin' mean: of developing th<'m. If it 
i.e c1 ~arly proved that we have oil dBposits 
in eonsidc·rablc anrl r:.yab)e qw·n·•ity, a ~:ow 
industry, of Y~hi0h the imporhncc cannot 
be overrated, "ill be established. When we 
con.-·ider tho gri--"tt and e' er-incr·,a··.,ing cle­
nland for r~linPral_ oil, the invrstigation is 
justifi-;.,d, whatc:vpr be the cost or the result. 

'' Under the po\Yf'-'S conferred b;r F).cent 
legislation, an -~grecm0nt 1L_:s be:"'n enterPJ 
into for the freeinr( frum pcicldy pe •r of 
100,000 acnoq of land~ nHll' Dulacca. It is in 
conh'mplation to ma.lre oth+r simil·"c ao,-ree· 
ments under the provisiom of tho Prickly 
Pear Destruction .Act of last year, 'vhich it 
is hoped will prove a useful instrument in 
combating what must be regarded as "; 
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seriou'3 national dang."'r. Scientific investi­
g\ltion') <n·-e ilO\V proceeding at Dula.cca, and 
a travellin;:; con1'nis,,:on is ·pursuing inquiries 
on the matter in Amerioo, Africa, and India. 

"To +he all-important subject o: education 
1ny ad vis '1''2 arL· giYir.s constant :tttcntion. 
Our n .... tionfd s:~srenl of fre, rn irnar~. {'dU·Ja.­
tion is es-,.ablhhed on a broad .and "COhl·Jre­

hcnsi\ e basi ' admii·ably suited to the vari<:d 
rc ruiren1ent·:; of the St<d ~; and such a 
furt;-~.cr dcvclopn1ent of ou1· ry~tc,n of free 
secondar-, er'uca ~ion is no-.;,:· contf"·mplated as 
-,.vill e1.:.aule .a larger nu1nber of boy;J and 
girls 1o0 av._~ll thr-:·1--lvc:. of it. T\P question 
of obtaining i'ron1 local -~ource a continuous 
au! dcqua' o s,l) 1Jly oi \Yell-educated and 
·w{·II-i "air._ . ._i prob:-ttioners for ~he da~ '-'ifi0d 
raul:-.-, o~ thl' teaching service has al·.o re­
coiY-ed consjderation. a.nd ,a schenl<J to 
a(;:j.~vo t~1at objcc;: is 1_"-'ing evolved. 

•· 1lw quost'ion o: th0 cons·: ruction of cer­
tain exh_n,ions of th£ ucotropolitan h '"''way 
Rj s"em, which mT hsenlial to public con­
venie:··t··~~__., is engaging tl1e .att{ ntion of n1y 
advi.jers, ~and. possibly, legislation 'vill be 
ne' r!e<l :his session to ensure that such ex­
h:·nf"ion, r:re 1nad~ Y\"ithout avoidable: delay. 

'' Thv increa.sed and increa ,ing cost of 
gover,lment calls. for the clof, scrutiny of 
expenditure. Happily, in consc 1uence of 
the ge'leral prospcriL- the revenue has been 
c•qual to the public needs, and m:v advisers 
have good reason to think that the financial 
year ,:-ill <md with ·a surplus. In order to 
urry our railway policy to realisation, 
recours,- was had to tho London monPv mar­
ket <:'arly in the year. The ambitious rail­
way polic~- of 1910, a,, "ell as the construc­
tion of lines into .agricultural and n1ineral 
districts, is being prosecuted in ,:'t{~.':ordance 
,,,·ith the PJrprcso<erl wi,,h of Parliament. 

" ln the matter of public borrowing-s, the 
London market has been, and is now, in a. 
very di•,turbed an,! mwatisfaetory condition, 
the demands upon the capital ,,peking 
invostmfnt !xing far in ·excess of tho supply. 
QuteWiaJ'd w.1s fortunate in gdting on the 
n1arket be:oro the present 11cute Rtage had 
been nad1ed. vVe are not unmindful of the 
large loa.ns maturing in July, 1915, and 
alre:~.cly our financinl udYisGrs in London a::t·e 
beincr con·Lllhd in rupc-ct to tho matter. It 
will b~ prudent to : oek during this cession 
na.rli.Y'lV nt u·" ~\.nthoritv to nrovido for our 
ebligai.lon : o'£ 191[, but, in any negotiations 
to rt~de.':ll maturing bonds, consideration 
n.ust al•.o be had to current I'2quirements if 
publio '\\orks are to b<o continued. 

"GJJ~<TLE!\!EN OF THE LLGI~LATIVE ASSEMBLY,-
" The Estimates for 1913-14, which m·e now 

in course of prepar•1tion, o,nd will shortly 
bo laid ' -.fore you, will be found to 'lave 
been framed with due regard to eco,mny 
and to the public req•.1irements. 

"HONOUR :.BLE GEKTLEMEN OF TF'] LEGF-LATIVE 
COL:KCIL, AND GEKTLE-oilcN OF THE LEGIS­
L:\'Ii > b ..:-\SSE:"lBLY,-

" Arronr: the Bills to he submitt<,,) for 
your con·,rderction "ill 1-c t'le follo>Ying: --­

Sugar Gro1vers Bill; 
Sugar Cultivation Bill: 
Friendly Societies Bill : 
Criminal Code Amendment Bill : 
Matrimonial Causes Acts Am<, J,n,nt 

Jbil-.1 .;, s Bill (a consolidation); 

A Bill to authorise the raioing of <1 

lhm for tlw re'irement of the io:cns 
ra.i:~~·d unJ..er th~ Govern1nent Loan 
.:\.ct of 1 ~75, the GoYPfH,111l"nt Loan 
Act of 1876, the Goyo--nment Loan 
Act of 1S77, the Go'. prnucnt Loan 
Act o: Jl'78, the GO\·ernmcnt Loan 
.L\L of 1S~8. +h'' Gor. -~·nnwnt Loan 
A· t oi 1881. and thP Gc;ver•IP:JOUt 
L, ::n _\ct oi 1882, and for othc•.· 
~ lll'pf'SPS; 

A Bill tD a nend the Quc·,msl<:nd Fish el'iee 
Act of 1~87; 

EleotioL' Act Amendment Bill: 
Statistics Bill; 
Factories and Shops Aet' Amendment 

Bill; 
Stock and Produce Agents Bill; 
Pure Seeds Bill; 
A Rabbit Bill. 

"I invite vour attention to these a.nd all 
other m,,tt- r~s that :1<1y be submitted for 
your consideration, and I devoutly fJra~· 
that, with the help of the Almighty, your 
laban>'' ma' conduce, to tbe well-beint; and 
p'·osperity o£ Q·wo.1sland." 

His Excellency ,and suit<e then left tlw 
Chamber. and the nwmbc,·s of the Assembly 
withdrew. 

The Council adjourn0d at tw<cntv-two 
minutes paFt 12 o'clock until half-past 3-
o'do"k, resuming at that hour. 

DEATH OF ::\1EMBERS. 
Hox. F. CLlJv, ETT AND lioN. L THOMAS. 

The PRESIDE::'\IT said : It is mv melan­
choly <lutv to inform tho Council of the 
>death of 'the Hon. Felix Clewett and the 
Han. Lewis Thomas, whose names I have 
direct<ed to br' removed from the list of 
members, 

="YEW MEMBERS. 
lioN. E. B. FoRRU':r, HaN. T. B. CRIBB, 

AND I-Iu'; , R. '\1. C0LLI:,s. 

The PRESIDENT announced that he had 
receiveJ :'rom His Ex< dlencs the Governor 
a leiter dated 16th June, intimat'ng that 
His Excellm11 ,- had been pJe,~sLd te> cummon 
t:1 the• ('on: ,-,~1 t~·te lion. Ed'., a.rd J:Jarrovv 
For, est, Thomas Bridoon Criub, and Robert 
:1/fartin Collins. 

Han. R. M. COLLINS, who had previously 
been swoi·n in before- His Excellenc; the 
Governor, then took his s~d an<: <ub"criberl 
tho roll. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE TO MK\fBERS. 
Th" PRESIDENT announced tho receipt 

of letters from Hi". ExcPllen·cy t~1, Governor 
granting lee V(' of olbsenco from the Council 
to the following members:-

Han. A. H. Parnell, for ten months, 
from 1 t March last; 

Hon: E. \1>'. H. Fowle·,, for tweh·e 
months, from 1st April la 

He 1. A. H. Whittingham, fa tho 
current session. 

AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORTS. 
'Iiw PRESIDE="YT ,,u,ounced the receipt 

from the Auditm--Gen<:'ral of a report with 
reference to the invest·nent of tho Govern-· 
ment SavingJ Bank fundc on 31st December, 
1912; and of a report showing the faoe 

Han. Sir A. Morgan.] 
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value of the Treasury notes in circulation 
at the same date, and the disposal of the 
gold received in exchange therefor. 

Ordered to be printed. 

The PRESIDENT further announced the 
receipt from the Auditor-General of a letter 
dated 14th February last, covering his 
seventeenth half-vearly report under the pro­
visions of the Queensland National Bank 
Limited (Agreementj. Act of 1894, which had 
already been printed and circulated during 
the recess. 

INVESTME::"!T OF GOVER::"!MENT 
SAYINGS BANK FUNDS. 

REPORT FROM UNDER SECRETARY TO TREASURY. 

The PRESIDE::"!T said: I have receiv-ed 
from the pnder Secretm:y to the Treasury 
the followmg report, whiCh the Clerk will 
read. 

Report rearl by the CLERK, as follows :-

"The Treasury, 

"Brisbane, lOth March, 1913. 

"Sir,-I have tho honour, by direc­
tion, to inform you that the Lieutenant­
Governor, aciing as deputy for and on 
behalf of His Excellency the Go,ernor, 
and with th" advica of tho Executive 
Council, has been pleased, in pursuance 
of the provisions of the Government Sav­
ings Bank Ac• of 18'10, to direct that the 

Government Savings Bank fund1 
amounting to :f.:400,0uo be :nvccted in the 
purchase of th? undprn1entioned Govern­
ment securities, viz. :-

"The Government Loan Act of 1908 
and the Government Savings Bank Stock 
Loan, and Treasury Bills Acts Amenl 
ment Act of 1912. 

"Debenture Series J3, No. 2, at £1.00 
per centum, for £200,000. 

"The Treasury Bills ) .. ct of 1911 and 
the Government Savings Bank, Stock, 
Loan, and Treasury Bills Acts Amend- • 
ment Act of 1912. 

"Treasury Bill Series Gl, No. 2, at 
£100 per c<>ntum, for £135,200. 

"Treasury Bill Series G1, No. 3, at 
£100 per C'ntum, for £64,800. 

" The abovementioned Treasury bill :f <>r 
£64,800 has been issued in lieu of de­
bentures for that amount held by the 
bank, which matured on 1st January 
Ja,.t. 

"The abovementioned securities have 
been lodged in a safe in the 'l.'reasu. ry 
•tro,Ig-room in the joint cu&tody of the 
Under s,,eretary to the 'rreasury and the 
manager of the Government Savings 
Bank, as diroctBd by Executive minu. te 
of the 6th February, 1913. 

"I have, etc., 
"W. L. FOWLES, Under Secretary. 

"The Honourable 

"The President of the Legislative 
"Council, Brisbane." 

Ordered to be printed. 

[H on. Sir A. Morgan. 

PAPERS PRINTED DL'RING THE 
RECESS. 

Thte PRESIDEXT said: I ha,-c to report 
that tho follmYiw, papers were ordered to be 
printed and circalatt'd during the recess, in 
nccmdance with the resolution o£ Pnr:liament 
par<>ed by both Douses of Parliament during 
t.he session of 1901 :-

Report of the Royal Commission ap­
pointed to inquire into certain 
matters relating to the meat in­
dustry of Queensland. 

Return of all schools in operation on the 
1st January, 1913. 

Blue Book, 1912. 
Report upon the Governi1wnt life In· 

surance- and annuity busint·~"" for 
1912. 

Report of the Metropolitan \Vater and 
Sewerage Bo;u-d for 1912. 

DEATH OF MEMBERS. 

HaN. L. Tno:~rAs AXD IIox. F. Cr.EWHT. 

Hox. A. H. B.\.RLO\V said: IlPforo mak­
ing Miniqterial statC'Inent, it is my painful 
duty to refer to the Yacancics "-hich ha':e 
L-Imn place in our ranks. The Hon. Lewis 
Thomas a'ld the Hon. Felix Clmwtt were 
Loth men 'vho ga' c good scnic•3 to the 
C'ountrv and thev "\VPre 1110n who \Vorked 
then1s0'I~·cs up to U po;;;ition in this IIon:-:e by 
their own unaidr·d cx·rtions. I am draid 
that tht· Hon. Lcwio Thon"ts gan• l')J his 
life in the S0l'\-ico of the 'nuntry. He 
dtcndccl this Hot"·CJ wlwn he y:a not well, 
nod, instead of rerna.ining· in Bri,,-hane, he 
wc;nt to his honYl in Ipswich, wht're ho con­
tract,,d the illnc·' which terminated f tallv. 
[ 'Un surv I voic.-, thf fct'lin :, of hun. 1nPri.1~ 
~JGI ,- in r xpre:~sing l'"''2Tet at his Io."''S. 

HONOT:RABLE JHE1IBERS: Hear, hear! 

HoN. A. H. JJARLOW: Thl Hon. Ft•lix 
Ck\vett was alf_ J fol~ 1nan.,_- YC r· a ns.eful 
member of this Hou·.,,.. He' dil'd ,ftcr a 
somewhat long illness. I feel sur<' I (•xprcss 
ohe feelings of hon. members whEn I say 
1hei. we all regret his death. 

HONOURADLE ME;\IBERS: Hear, hcar! 

:MINISTERIAL STATE:V1ENT. 

CHANGES IN THE GOVERNi\IENT. 

HoN. A. H. BARLOW: I have to report 
the fdlowing changes in the Gonlrnment: 
On 11th December last thP Hon. E. H. 
::vracartne;;- resigned hie position as Secretary 
for Public Lll.nd> and as a member of the 
Executive Council. He was succeeded in the 
Lands Department by the H on. James 
Tolmie, who wao thcn Secretary for A v.ri­
culturc, and the Yacancy in the portfolio of 
SPcrctary for Agi'iculture was filled by the 
>•.ppointmBnt of the Hon. John \Vhite. I 
bag to lay on the table the "Gazette" con­
taining these notifications. 

PAPERS. 

The following papers, laid on the table, 
wm·e ordered to be printed:-

Regulation, dated 23rd January, 1913, 
under the Explosives Act of 1906. 
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Regulation, dated 19th December, 1912, 
under the Navigation Act of 1876. 

Regulation, dated 29th May, 1913, under 
the Navigation Act of 1876. 

Regulations, dated 12th December, 1912, 
under the Rights in Water and 
Water Conservation and Utilization 
Act of 1910. 

Regulations, dated 29th May, 1913, 
under the Rights in Water and 
Water Conservation and Utilization 
Act of 1910. 

Regulation, dated 23rd J anuar~, 1913, 
under the Government Sa-,;ings 
Bank Act of 1864. 

Regulation, dated 6th J nne. 1913, under 
the Government Savings Bank Act 
of 1864. 

Report of the "Gniver.;ity of Queensland 
for the year 1912. 

Stab1te of tho "G ni vcrsity of Queensland 
(as published in the " Government 
Gazette" of 17th May, 1913), relat­
ing to the diploma course in en­
~ineering. 

Amended statutes of the University of 
Queensland (as published in the 
'' Government Gazette" of the 17th 
May, 1913), relating- to the faculties 
and the B·oard of F acuities. 

Despatches conveying His Majesty's 
assent to Acts passed during the 
session of 1912. 

Report of the Immigration Agent. 

RP~ulations, dated 17th May, 1913, made 
under th0 Public Service Super­
annuation Act of 1912, regarding 
the method of election of electi vo 
members of the Public Service 
Superannuation Board. 

Further Regulations, dated 22nd May, 
1913, made under and for the pur­
poses of the Leases to Aliens Re­
striction Act of 1912. 

Rule of Court as of 13th December, 1912, 
l)umbered as lA of Order XL. of the 
Rules of the Supreme Court, pro­
viding that the judge may, in his 
discretion, direct that evidence, etc., 
shall be taken down in shorthand b.,­
any person who may have been ap­
pointed by the Governor in Council 
for that purpose. 

Rules of Court as of 13th December, 1912, 
amending Rules of Court of 27th 
November, 1896, relating to admis­
sima of barristers of the Supreme 
Court of Queensland, providing for 
reciprocity in the admission of bar­
risters of Victoria and Queensland. 

Rules of Court as of 5th December, 1912, 
being the Law Calendar for the vear 
w~ -

Rule of Court ns of 11th March, 1913, 
amending Rule of Court of 27th No­
vember, 1896, relating to the admis­
sion of barristers of the Supreme 
Cour:t of Queensland. 

The fo!lowing paper was also laid on the 
table:-

Statements of various insurance com­
panies deposited in the office of ~he 
Registrar of Joint Stock Com pam~•, 
Briobane. during the year 1912, m 
accordance with the provisions of the 
Life Insurance Act of 1901, 

RAILWAY ACCIDENT ON MAIN 
RANGE. 

PRESENTATION OF REPORT OF BoARD OF 
INQ"CIRY. 

HoN. A. H. BARLOW laid on the table 
the report of the railway board appoi':ted to 
inquire into the circumstances relatmg ~o 
the railway collision at 84 miles on the Mam 
Range on 30th January last. 

HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: I _woul_d 
like if the leader of the Government m th1s 
( :hamber would endeavour to get instruc­
tions to have th., report printed. It is very 
nccesParv that we should have an oppor­
tunitv of reading the report. It was a very 
serious accideni. and I am sure hon. mem­
bers will agree with me that we should have 
a copy of the report in our hands as soon 
a~ possible. 

HoN. A. H. BARLOW: I have had no 
instructions to move that the paper be 
printed, but I will comrnunicatil with the 
Secretary for Railways on the subject. 

At a later stag" of the sitting, HaN. A. H. 
BARLOW moveJ that the paper be printed. 

Question put and passed. 

BILL PRO FORMA. 

HaN. A. H. BARLOW presented, pro 
forma a Bill to restrict the exportation of 
aboriginal wcapcns and curios, and moved 
that it be read a first time. 

Question put and passed. 

SPECIAL ADJOURNMENT. 

HaN. A. H. BARLOW: I beg to move th~t 
the Council, at its rising, do adjourn unt1l 
3 p.m. to-morrow 

Question put and passed. 

THE GOVERNOR'S OPENING 
SPEECH. 

The PRESIDENT said: For greater 
accuracv I have obtained a ccpy of the 
Speech- with which His E c;-cellency was 
pleased to open the present ses~ion. of Par­
liament. According to the striCt mterpre­
tation of the Standing Orders I shoul_d rea_d 
that portion of the Speech whiCh 1& 
addre"ed to members of the Council, but 
of late years it has been th.e practice to 
tq,kf., it as read. Is it. your pleasure that 
that practice should be observed to-day? 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

ADDRESS IN REPLY. 

HoN. R. M. COLLINS, who on rising 
was greeted with " Hear, hears!" said: 
Hon. gentlemen,-I beg to move that the 

Hon. R. M. Collins.] 
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following ·•ddrec·, be prePnted to His Ex­
cellency ,he Govpraor m reply to His 
Excelli)ncy's Opening Speech:-

"'To His Excellencv Sir \VrLLIAol ~\1AcGn~ ··oR 
Doc,or of Medicine, Knig·ht Grand 
Cross of the Most Di,tin,~ruiched Order 
of St. Michael and i:it. Goorgc, Com­
ramon of tho Most Honour cble Order 
of the Bath, Gov<":noT of the State of 
Que-en -land and its Dependencies, 1n 
the Commomv. :clth of Austrdia. 

"MAY IT PLE.bE YouR ExcELLE~cy,,_ 

"\v'e, His Majesty's dutifnl and 
loyal ,ubjccts, the m~mbe:a of the 
Le~islative Council of Queemland in 
!>arJiameno assembled, desire to a;sure 
Your Exccllenc,.- of our continued 
loyalty and aifectioi1 to th'l ThTone 
=? Perwn of Our Most Gracious Sove­
rmgn, and to thank Your Excellencv 
for the Speech with which you have 
been pleased to open the present c-cosion. 

" \Ve will giYe our most careful 
consid0ration and attention to the 
Hoeveral me:tsuTcs mentioned by Your 
Excellency, and to all other mattBrs 
brought bdoTB us ; and we sincerely 
trmt th"t our deliberations will tend 
t-:> tho promotion of the good govern­
ment and the welfare of the Stn,te." 

The Speech of His Excellency which we 
had the pleasure. of hearing him read at 
noon_ to-day explams the re-ason for calling 
Parhanwnt togethf'r at this early pm·ioct 
of thB year, and enumerates the various 
n1ea~ure' _that ~re to _be submitted for the 
LDn,1demtwn o. Parhament. To me has 
fallen the hono_nr of moving til€ adoption 
of th<? Address m Reply to Hi" Ex0ellency's 
Opemng Sp_eech. I shall refer to a few of 
the 1nost 1m1:ortant subjects which it is 
prop~sed ~arhamcnt shall deal with. co1n­
men<;mg w1th the p_roposcd le(Sislation con­
cernmg thB sug?-r mdustry. You will re­
m~'':ber that th1s industry is protected b 
an Import duty <f .£6 per ton, and tha~ 
on the other hand an excie·' dutv b th 
~)['e~C't o~ . A per ton is Lwied, out "of which 
'"3 IS g1ven back by the Federal GovBrn­
ment to thc··d growers >Yho emplo•· whit 
l<_1bour onl0. The remaining £1 is ,;: dcdrc"': 
!wn from the pTot0ction afforded b-.- the 
1mp_ort dub·. so that pra.cticallv th~ pro_ 
•e:'tJOn an.·~'fnt to £5 per ton "only. M~-_ 
F1sher pronused to pass : Bill abo!i,hin"" th 
axms<. and l<m:::t:c·· . if. QuePnsland .,"'ollld 
}1aJs . a mea~<rrc abohsluLg bl."l.c~;;:: L1,bo ~.r in 
t~e mductry. In d·;e co Tse 11r. Fish0 r 
chd. pasJ the prumised Bill. In that Bil I 
It IS prov:id0d th.1t it shall +ake effect bv 
proclarr,_1hon, hut. such proclamation ic not 
to he L'sued nntJI Qu·'ensland has pass0 d 
t~{J nec"·'S'·lry lcg·i--.la.tion: hence the neces­
Sit? for further legislation withou~ deJa"' 
\Y1t4, n<rard to other lerding· topics mei'l. ~ 
hcmed m thc

1 
Sp'.'c 'h, before rdPrring t<::> 

them I shou.d hke t•J congratulate His 
Excellencv: the. GoV:"'"nor unon the energ"" 
he has d1spla• cd m extendino- his kno\,: 
!edge of the Stat~ generally bvn long tour 
IJC! the C-. ntral, V\·cstern, and Northern po1-_ 

hons of t~e State, ri(Sht up to the Gulf 0 lf 
Carp<;ntana. Ont> o£ the most imnortan -,t, 
queshons alluded to in the Speech ··is tha~ -,t, 
of the meat export trade. R!>ference i "A 

made to a Royal Commi,sion which was 
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appt in teLl to inryuire into f:1e n1atter-to 
rei::Et on the available. Sllpply of sto ;k, 
and the best means of supplying the public 
of Queensland with meat from public abat­
toirs. Cor11mi.:sion"' are not Jways unani­
mous in their findings, but there is no doubt 
that this commisc;ion obtained a gre.Jt deal 
of useful inforrnatin.n. The qut:5~~on of 
estuhl1 jhing abattoi1 ~ w;~.; u Ycr.._•' in1porL1nt 
part of tllf ii~ rni,"~ion, and it is still a 
lnatter for con.,;icl~Tation ,, Dei ~wr pablir 
abattoirs Fhould he establichcd in the 
• arions cities of Qw nr lr:nd. Probably this 
1nattiT ill he ln·ou:;L~- b2fore n"-, at an 
early d:ttt' fo:· dcc:oion. and \\C shall then 
be 'in a 1 tion to disc it in detail. 
The lLatter of the uvailabl~ npply of 
Flock was not. in my opinion, ao thoroughly 
inY"'•tigated as it mis·ht have b"e•1, and it 
is a qur '":ion -whf·thC'r furL~lFl' a-:"tention 
should not be g-iven to that · ,JCct of the 
subject. A still more important :na't<'r is 
that of the cprcad of prickly pear. It is 
impo>c,ible to ovcr-ecJtirrate the chnger that 
l'> iilwlv to Hsult to thP State if .cffeetivB 
tne'~ sur~s arP not taken to prevent the 
further sprPacl of the plague. and I am 
glad to observe that it is th.c• purpcsc of 
thE' Gov,'rnment to adopt furthc•r mea"ues 
with the view of denling with the prickly­
pear pest in an effective manner. As a 
native of Australia who has sp<>nt most of 
his lifp in Queenslanc1, I have had -f'very 
opportunity of studying the progro•, of tlw 
prickly-p~ar pest. uncl it 'eems to me that 
it i:- entJrei:' bo.' .mel th-e resources of ordinary 
individuals or the State to exterminatB it 
from tho vast areas nmv he <n·ilv infE>sted. 
The most effucrivc wmk can be do;,e in locali­
ties whore thoro is no great quantity of 
pear, but which will soon bonnw thickly 
inf<>sted if neglPctBd. A small amount of 
\~tork in th.c beginning ~vhen ihe pest 
aprkars is sufficient to ku•p it clown. but 
if the pest i-, m·gl<ded and it f"et~ a hold 
of the country, the cost of cloarmg that 
country i•. for pastorol purpc.es at all 
Bvents, beyond the resource > of thn pnsons 
who -,.ish to utilise 'he land. The ,-•eps 
taken shculd be diroot·•d tov. ·rds nrc,·cnt­
in ·: the spread of tlw )\est reltlwr than in 
ende-;xotPing to sta,·np ou> tbe- f'vil "\VhPre 
it has taken a strong- hold. That prickly 
pear i.~ c.-.nable of rninjno; a. grPat nart of 
Queen--land is Plenr to : 1 n~V01l0 Y,'ho haR 
l0oked into thP ma+'or, nd tlw problem 
is on"' v. hich -- ·0 f11nuld grPpnle- fiunly a nit 
resolutely. A1. ·Jtbcr Yery important matter 
. lluded to in tlr Go.-el"•nr's S:w,•ch ie that 
of l,·,blic borrowin.;·J. Tlw Gov< .-nnwnt in­
forn1 ns th:.: thPH arc nrE'llDI'in,g to Tieet 
~~eir obligatif'ns vvith re,pe" · to 1o .n3 '·hich 
"\Yill rnaturP. in a ronnlP of YC' r<;'' tin10. I 
cannot fhttP:· nFself · tl;at the monc ys bor­
rov Jl hnm thP Go.-Pr,lffi"'lt hv , hirP coun­
cils and other lr a! bodie .. han; ], ~n al·--:avs 
spf'nt jHdici"' J:•'. and I am .-c:-,- ;.hd t{) 
note that m~a "'res arp bPing t•k-n to df'al 
-r_vith 1ch 111att·- r It is flC'"'; · r~~ to rnake 
nrovi>ion f0r the dPY<'lopnwnt of the r•.mn­
try. A. fountrv no.>-es·-ing :h" rc-.ourC·f'"': 
that Qnccn ... l:·nrl h,s can w0ll afforcl to 
bor:o,.,. for th" lcp:itimatE' dn·f'1opm-cnt of 
if-c; rf'·Ourc('~) hut I think a gr0r:t n1~ny 
of the loans to loc:,l hodie'' arc not justi­
fied, and I am plc:1scd to learn from the 
Op<'ning Spe• -: .. h that legislation dealing 
with this matte,· is to he submitted to 
Parliu.ment. The Sugar Grow<:n's Bill I 
ha.-e alret• ely referred tn, and it is unneces-
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''ary to say mor,o:, about it than that, as I 
understand it, the object of the measure 
will be to diminate black labour from the 
canefieldc, altogether, and I think such a 
propor,al will meet with public approval. 
I do not propose to d!')tain hon. mem]yers 
by an:, de tailed referf'nce )-') a n11n1bt>r of 
other Bills Plentioned in the Speech. There 
are many subjeatG alluded to with 'Yhich 
I am not very familiar, and I shall not 
take ·,_:p your ·1 irne in di~cussing thcrn. I 
can only xpce''$ th0 h"pe that with the 
cvrdial co-ope atir)n uf various SPctions r:uch 
lcgiclation will be pa•'·:ed as veil! tend to 
tho protection and development of the best 
intcre,~s of Qur·ensbnd. \Y e have had 
quitd enough of antagoni3n1 benvuen cla::,jes. 
I think far more is to be ~chiend bv 
co-operatio:1 that by confliu. I am satisfied 
that if the parties umc0rned <'ndeavoured 
to meet one <cnother we should ''1t have 
many disputes, and that 1nore pr..:- 3tical 
good v.ould l achicYed than hy other 
lUcan·· Co-operation icJ t-<38ntial ·,,J tho 
sue,·:?;:,~ of any undertaking, and hatever 
I may be able to do in that direction I 
shLll do it mo': willing!·.· and hcartil··. In 
m;r judgment emploc·e;.s and emrllO'\ ees 

get on : Qar after :vear vvithout 
r4 p.m.] any trouble if thev· onlv en-

deavour to meet ~ne aiwther 
and discm-· matters that appear to either 
sid0 to require adjustment. (Hear, hear !) 
I have dealt with all the matters which mv 
limited parliamenbry knowledge enables 
me to deal with. and I now be:; to move 
the adoption of the Addreo" in l:teply. 

Ho:-<OURABLE JYlE'IIBER'' : Hear, hear! 

BoN. W. STEPHENS: It has fallen to 
my lot to second the motion for the adon­
tion of th0 Address in Reply. I believe it 
is tho custom in this Chamber :o b.:· lnief 
and to the point, and to talk intelligentlv. 
My experience during the last twenty yea'i.-s 
has been 1warly all in the other Chamber 
where the atmosphere is very different t~ 
that which is to be found here, so that, if 
I should somewhat fail in those particulars 
this afternoon, I hope hon. members will 
put it down to my ·ducation at the other 
end of the building. (Laughter.) I con­
gratulate the Government on cnlling Parlia­
ment together as early as they have done 
this ye:u. I think we should be called 
together. os early a< this every :rear, so that 
the busmess might be got through with 
despatch and let uoo get to our homu bdorc 
thD hot months come round. I understand 
suc,ar is tho excuse given for our being 
surumonod earlv this ye.'tr, but I hope, now 
that start has been made, that Parliament 
will meet em+· every .'ear. I admit that 
it is f'Jmetim''' difficult to get the business 
through the other Chember ··•· ith despatch, 
but I think that there is a feeling even in 
that end of the buildi!lg to get through 
the business and kt us get to our hor,,es as 
soon as possible. I am dad that the 
Speech which His Excellency's advisers 
h,cve induced him to read to U>' to-da v is 
chiefly a primory producer's Speech. "The 
primary industries are dealt with more 
lan;ely in it than anything else. \\~e have 
references to the sugar and the meat in­
dustries, and I unde1·stand we are to have 
a· new industry-oil-and even fish and 
oysters are to be dealt with and are to be 
made more valuable to the State. Of 
·course we cannot deal with the sugar in-

dustry in this Parliament as we used to do 
now that the Federal Parliament has con­
trol of the Customs · but I am glad t<l see 
that Ministers arc 'prepared to build the 
sugar-n1ills ,;;,·hich l1aYe bt(Jn prorni_sed, 
rightly or "-n-ongly. Etfect should be g1ven 
to the promises which have been made, ~ut 
I do not think the Gowrnment should bulle! 
ctn·· more mills. Thev ought to go steady. 
·when an industry require,. a 50 per cent. 
dutv to make it succe,g, we should 
hesitate bdore we spend much more money 
on it. It is all vm·y wnll to say that Aus­
tralia is prepared to pay for its own emgar, 
but I think the time will come when the 
pe>ple clown South "-ill decline ~o pay a 50 
per cont. dut:• on a product. whwh can and 
which ought to be grown m th1s c<;mntry. 
\Ve have lots of oti:or nroduGLS whwh we 
can C"'{:port, but, if '','e ... arc going to pile 
up the cost of living by imposing such 
heiiYY duties, it will be found that some 
of those other indu-t:,ies will have to ease 
off, ~.,,, it will not be> po:sible for them to 
be worked at a nrofit. I do not wish to 
•,ay a single word against my fric01d. the 
I-Ion. l'lfr. Gibson. I do not say that the 
sugar industry is not a good one. but. when 
an article has to bear such a he:> vy duty 
as sugcr, it is th<> duty of the Gov<>rnment 
to go steady i'!- the matter, because ~us­
tralia is not gomg to contmue for all t1me 
to pay that duty on a tropical product 
which can be succe,sfully produced m Aus­
tralia. 

Hon. A. Gmsox: She does not pay a 50 
p<>r ecmt. duty. 

Hox. W. STEPHENS! It comes close_ to 
it I had the nleaoure of being managmg 
director of a sugar compan:~ at one time, 
und "\\·c got £14 per ton for our raw sug:ar, 
and there wa'· a dutv of £7 L ton on un­
portcd fllgar; and, ·if £7 i> no~ 50 per 
ce'.lt on £14. I do not know what IS. 

Bon. A. Grssox: It is not 50 per CPnt. 
on £22. 

Hox. W. STEPHENS: Sugar 1s not 
bringing £22 per ton i" other parts of the 
world, and I venture to say that £7 is 50 
per cent. on the price of sugar m other 
countries. 

Hon. A. GIBsox: They pay a duty of £9 
pt"r ton in ArLerica. 
Ho~. \Y. ,TEPHEI\'S: They may pay 

£29, but if thP.~~ arc fooli;_h 1 ~~at is ~~o 
n .. ,.,on -.d1 1,;c :should be 1001! .t. I ';j..,.,y 
di~tii~C ~--1-- 'th :t. i£ (Ltr ind tstril- b tYE" to 
.tand etntie like that, ,~.~p will haYf' to 

(\O out of som~ of tlwm altogether. The 
cl"air:.~ing indu::try, for inst::tnce~ has to 
export . it cnoducts, and surel.Y, those en­
gaged m that mductry a•·e ent1t1ed t? con­
sideration as "''ell as tho:,-". engaged Hl the 
produc;.ion of :..ugar. Ho""' ,~e-YfT, se~ing we 
are in the sugar business and the Industry 
is in t 11e state it is, we fhoulcl bmld those 
two mills; but. if my advice is "orth any­
thing, I would ad vi·., tL~ Government to 
go steady or they may :an in.. ~he next 
thin~ refoned to in th•c Spee, h 1s ,he meat 
indu~trv. There was a Royal Commission 
appointed to inqui1·e into tho meat busi­
nee", and th0y went into th0 q_nc ,,tion pretty 
exhaustively and made cortam re .ommen­
dations some of which the Government are 
prepar~d to ,•.dopt and co1.10 of w_hi?h th~y 
have adopted. I think the comm1ss10n d1d 
a lot of ~;ood. Of cou,·se there are always 

Hrm. W. Stephensl 
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two sides to a question. Public abattoirs 
would be a good thing in many ways, but 
I am absolutely certain that their establish­
ment will have the effect of increasing the 
price of mEat to the consumer. The money 
which has been made by many of the master 
butchers in the metropolitan area has not 
been made from the ;,ale of meat. They 
lb.ave bought large paddocks, and the bulk 
of their· money has been made by the sub­
oequent sale of those paddocks. With 
~egard to the American meat company 
which has made a start here, a great df·al 
has been said about the monopoly they 
are going in create, and it has been s::~ id 
that all ;<)rts of abuses will occur. I am 
glad that the GoYernment do not intend 
to interfere with this company until it is 
shown that they arc interfering with the 
rights of the people liying in Queensland. 
As soon as the rights of our people are in­
terfered with, then is tho time for the 
GoYernment to step in and assert their 
authorit;,". (Hear, hear!) In the meantime 
the Government ought to encourage any 
company which has up-to-date appliance:> 
and methods, and which is prepared to 
spend its money here in developing our 
primary products, because, after all, meat 
is a primary product. The works which 
this company is putting up will be one 
of the mo"t modo·n and up to d:de in the 
world, and they are prepareJ to spend 
£200,000 or £300,000 in those works, and 
we can congratulate ourselYes upon their 
coming here, because it means that our 
sheep an :I cattle r.: isers are going to get 
better prices for their stock than they have 
ever got before. In America, where the 
meat companies own the railways, there 
may be a monopoly: but in Australia, where, 
the Governments own the railways, and 
where there are so many meat companies, 
and whe~;e the squatters can start their 
own butchers' shops-as many of them have 
done-there is very little likelihood of a 
monopoly being created. In any case, I 
congratulate the Government upon having, 
even in spite of public opinion, welcomed 
this company to Australia. I think that 
its advent can only result in good. The 
Government ar0 talking of amending the 
law dealing with our fisheries. They ap­
pointed a committe>' to inquire into the 
fisheries. I think the appointment of the 
committee was a good thing, but I am of 
opinion that better work would have been 
done if one or two fishermen, or the chair­
man of the Fish Board, had been members 
of the committee, as they would then have 
been able to get .ome information that 
possibly they did not get. I have r othing 
to say against Government officials, hut I 
think that an outsider on such a committee 
would have had a beneficial result. People 
may think that fish and oysters are of iiHle 
importance, but they are growing into a, big 
industry in Queensland. There is another 
matter which is dealt with in the SpPech 
which concerns a primary industry, 'tnd that 
is oil'. I see that the Government are 
satisfied that we have large supplies of oil 
in this State, if it can be found and brought 
to the surface profitably, and they intend, 
whatever may be the cost, to get a first­
class expert to PP-e if the oil can he dis­
covered and put to a commercial use, They 
are to be congratulated on their intenticn, 
and P'arliament should cheerfully vo1c any 
mon£y that may b" required to secure 
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expert adyice. CHea~;, hear !) There. are 2• 
number of little things referred to m the 
Speech, but I do not pr~pose to deal with 
them in detail. There IS one matter re­

. £erred to which con,cerns the metropolitan 
area, especially the subu:bs, and that L,• 

the reference to the Brisbane tramways. 
As hon. members know from the papers, 
the Tramways Company have proposed. to 
extend several of their lines into varrous 
suburbs, but apparently the. company and 
the Government do not qmte unders~an_d 
what the law is on the subje\lt, and rt IS 

said to be canable of two or three inter· 
pretations. I -see the Government say that 
they intend to bring in a. Bill declanl?-g 
what is the law on the subJect. That will 
be a good thing for the Government, for 
the Tramways Compan,·, and for the com­
munity, as it is desirable that we should 
know what is the law. I unders_t>:nd that 
the law is that the local authontres have 
to take oYer the tramways, if anybody 
does. Well, anybody who. ?a' had much 
experience of local authonties knows that 
there is very little likelihood of ten or 
twenty local authoritie3 taking over a :ntm· 
way system and making a success of rt. . I 
hope that the Bill that is foreshadowed >yill 
make provision for the GoYernment takmg 
ovP'' the tramways upon payment of reason­
able compensation tv the Tramways Company. 
If there is any profit to be made from run­
ning the trams, the Governme~t should 
make that profit, the same. as m. connec­
tion with the railways. It IS possrble that 
thev maY not bP run any better than ?r 
even as "well as they are at present. S~rll 
there seems to be a good deal of feelmg 
over the matter, and the sooner they be­
come Government property the better. In 
the meantime these extensions are hung up, 
to the detriment of the suburbs, and th!'re 
should be some means provided for havmg 
those extensions made pretty soon. It has 
been said that the Tramways 9om12any are 
desirous of making the extensions In order 
to secure an extension of te~ure, b!l~ I 
understand from those who are m a posit!on 
to know that the company is r:ot looki~g 
so much for an extension of their franchise· 
as to know exactly where they _arJO. Under 
the present law, after a tramlme has been 
built for a certain number of years, the 
local authorities have power to take. it over, 
but it is not ckar whether the hnes can 
be taken over piecemeal or whether they 
must be bken over as "' whole, and :-vhll:t 
the company is frightened of, I take It, IS 
that at, the end of twenty years the. local 
authorities in North and South Brisbane 
can take over the lines within their areas, 
leaving the outer ends of the lines to th0 
Tramwavs Companv: and what us<> would 
the ends" of the various line, be. to the com­
panv if the linrs in the city are taken over 
bv North and South Bri.;banu? 

"Hon. F. T. BRENTNALL: How could ~he 
local authorities run the trams if the motiVe 
power belongs to the Tramways Company? 

HoN. W. STEPHENS: The power-house ~s 
in North Brisbane, and. if the local anthon­
ties in North and South Brisbane took over 
the trams, thPy ould take over the powm·­
house too, of course, and how could .Mr. 
Badger run th<> extremitiP·- of the tramlmes, 
and possiblv tho local authoritiN could make' 
him run th'f,m for his fixed term 9 It ought 
to be undcr~tood that the tramways arc one 
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whole, and that if any part is taken over 
by the Government or the local authoritiP'c 
the whole system will be taken over. I thi~k 
the Government should have power to take 
over the tramways. 

IIon. A. G. C. HAWTHORX: \Vhat about 
cornpensation? 

HoN. W. STEPHEJ'\S: The question of 
compensation could be f•ettled by arbitra­
tion or by a judge. The company came here 
and built the tramlin'"· and I do not think 
anyone wants to deprive th m of their pro­
perty :vithout giving them r<>asonable com­
pensatwn. You can fix tho method of 
ascertaining the compensation. which shall bo 
pa:pble, and provide that tho matter shall 
bP determined by a judge or by arbitrator•, 
but the law should state clearly that if the 
traL1ways are t£tken ov£'r b:.c -•. public author­
ity they shall bt> takc'n oYer t> a whole and 
noc in sections. If ~dr. Badg-er • . .-ill not build 
extension';:.1 I hope tlw GoYCTlllllcnt \Vill be 
bold enough to build them and to ccnnnel 
JYir. P adg--er to run his trarn ', over thOse 
e•ctensiom. If the Government shovmd that 
in the case of th0 company refusing to build 
th,, extensions they would undntak<> the 
work, I think Mr. Badger wonld verv soon 
build tlwm: but tlw Government ~hould 
protect the company by providing that if 
aiF part of the tramways are taken over the 
whole of the tramways shall be taken over 
as a. going concern. An:y con1_pany that 
comes hf'rP \'l{ith as 1nuch n1oncv .as thev 
have expended on the tramways Is entitled 
to reasonable protection. and. while. as one 
who is interested in surhurban f''Ctensions. I 
naturallv desire to see '"tensions carried out 
I think 'the work 'houlcl hP done on ~·cason: 
~ble and fair principles. My private opinion 
IS that the sooner the Government take over 
the tramways thp sooner the general public 
will be satisfied : but if you ask my opinion 
as to what the result will be if the Govern­
nwnt do takE' them over, I would say I am 
not quite sure that the company would not 
run the trams as well as the Government 
would nm them. or even better than thev 
would be run by the Government, and yet 
make a decDnt profit on the business. Per­
haps th<' most important matter in connection 
with any Government or any business is the 
matter of finance. Finance comes before anv­
thing e]sp in anv hmine,s. occupation, or 
walk in !if<>. and I cong-ratulate the Govern­
ment on getting their loan worked off before 
the more troublous times arrived. It was 
an <'xcelknt move on their nart to get thP 
moncv at thP time they did get it. Thev 
hav bern twitted with not building railways 
and other public workF. hut people forg"et 
that the money they obtained hy loan was 
borrowed for pa1·ticular purposes, and they 
ha•. c onlv l·nt the monev at short dates so 
that it will h0 available for the ]mrnoses' for 
which it was harrowed ns soon as thf' works 
a1·e JH'oceedPd with. If an:v man wants a 
fpw pounds and has an opnortnnih- of hor­
rov,.;ng the nwne;v und0r adYantaq;eou~ tornu; 
he ·,ill obtain that monev. and will th0n 
make somp profitable m · of it until he actu­
allv requirE's it for the SJW~ific purposf' for 
whi.1J it was ohhincd. and the action of tho 
GovPrnmPnt in this rCS}1("''t \Vas pnrticularlv 
brilliant. It y.·as •, m:ewh,.t rare si<rht to 
scP a younrr _Stat~ like. QuPcnsland offering 
to finannP VIctoriA nnhl th0y floatPd thPir 
loan. I did not think Victoria. would a.ccppt 
tlw proffered assistance. hut I do not say 

our Government wpre not justified in using 
their money in that way until such time as 
the:c reqe1ired it for public works. The 
Treasurer is entitled to a little sympathy, 
as he has now nothing to do with tho Cus­
tonls, and the Federal Government, have 
started an opposition Savings Bank. The 
State Treasurer has used ,ome millions of 
Savings Bunk money in a way which has 
been profitable to the State, and I am happy 
to cay that most Queenslanders have re­
mained loyal to Queensland in this respect, 
and have put their money into their own 
bank. I know a number of per,,ons who 
recogni,,e that the Trea.':,urer uses the Savings 
Bank money for good purposes, and though 
thev wear the red ribbon and vote Labour 
on · el<'ction davs, thev show that they are 
Quc.enslancler" and are prepared to stick to 
their own bank. (Hear, hoar!) The Go­
vernlnC'nt f:::hou1d be encouraged to retain 
the Saving·s Bank businePs, .and it is grati­
fying to note that people do not begrudge the 
U'e of the Savings Bank funds by the Go­
vernment when th,ey know that those moneys 
are b,,ing U8ed for good purpc.·,,. in their 
own Stat,~. Personal! •:, I should not can: to 
put JT>·Jn<>y into the F~dcral Savings B'tnk to 
be us;,d for Federal purpose; in i\Iclbourne 
or in the Federal capital. I prefer to see 
such monry.s used for public purposes in mv 
own Stat-'· Sonwthing is said in the Speech 
about floating· a loan to meet loan obliga­
tions maturing in 1915. I am a young man 
and han' been mayor of a municipalit~·-I do 
not know much about how the country 
should b,. gO\·erned, hut if I was mayor of 
a municipality and a loan had to be met the 
folhw.ing year I should like the other_ ~e\low 
to be mayor for that year. "\nd pohtwH~ns 
would no doubt say it would hP good pohcy 
on the part of the Government to let the 
other fellow have a turn in 1915, and let 
thf'm show whether they arc statesmen or 
politicians. But I am sure the members of 
our Government are statesmen, and that they 
will not allow the other fellow to have a turn 
in 1915, notwithstanding that the average 
politician would say that that was the polic:-' 
for them to adopt in regard to that matter. 
I hope our revenuf' \vill continue to increase, 
and that the Trea"·>rer will not have any 
serious difficulty to face, despik the fact that 
he has to contend with the opposition Fede­
ral Savings Bank, and that financially things 
are not too bright on tho London market. 
Personally. I do not think there is any part 
of the world that is in a bettpr position than 
we are, and I am confidf'nt that if rnon<'y is 
going anywhcr0 it will come to Queensland 
as readil2 as to any other part of the world. 
Ther<' is anoth.Pr big question that I should 
like to refe~ to, and that is the building of 
raih· ays by the day-labour system. For 
many years railway,; were built on the con­
tract system. hut latterly Qupenslnnd, in 
common with other States of Australia, has 
adopl ed the day-labour system. My candid 
opinion is thai by this systrm the Govern­
m<'nt b'ts cl0moralised labour: thev have 
givon thPnl 'Governn1;;:nt "'·~ges and~ taught 
them tlw "Government stroke." To c01npare 
the work done h:v dav labour with the work 
done bv contractors ·is childish and ntterlv 
absurd.· A contractor gets a lot of gond 
forerr~en. good clerks, and good !nbourers. 
and If ho is assured of anvthinc~ lik<> con­
tinuous employmf'nt he can· give you excel­
lent work and at a cheap rate. But if a 
man come., along to the Government and 
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ays he 'cas been foreman, he is appointed 
a for-mn<xn anJ p~~id lOs, a day or n1ore, 
though the;;· have no guarantee that he pas­
s:. ~.ses the q •r.lific~Jtions nc:3E'.S~ rv :or che 
)Jillc t. I believe that in one or t\Yo plac-e< 
-\·here the 1nun ernployed on ~ aihvay con­
struction hav0 rtrw k, th(' dcl)artnH_'nt have 
called for tcndc ·s :rom the m<>n for the 
\York. Fancy gcttin2: the 1nen and elnploy­
in.~, thf'-_.tl on rail "ay ""~/t'Orks, giving t.hen1 Go­
yBrnnlcnt ~---AJ gw '".nd tf'-tchin~~ then1 tL "'· 
·· :GoVf'l'""d110Ht strokf'." and thPn ask ins; them 
to take on the job by contract 1 But Athhalia 
has apparPntly gone in for the d~.y-labour 
s: stem. ?\a doubt the• -ystem ]. ,." ics good 
points as \•:ell as its bad points, b . t I c:o not 
think ;t i,. catisfacton· on the wLole. I 
kno•·.- that I '.:antc·d ce~tain work doing, but 
men would not take 8'·· a dav as thev coulcl 
get 9:-. an:~ 10--. on ~he G-)veri ... tuent r~ih.a'"~.s. 
I as:ked the mel on the railwavs what t!{e" 
thon;•ht woulcl he a fair price 'per Yard foi· 
m<;>ving· th" stuff I wantecl moving. end the_: 
sa1d le. per :-Mel. I got some labourer, to 
take on the work at 4d. per "ard, and they 
made 9s. a clay at it. 

An HONOcRABLE :\-IE}IBER: That Js a big 
difference. 

HoN. W. STEPHENS: Yf~, it 1s a Dig 
differ~nce, but the facts are as I htHe 
stated them. Of course railw:ty engineers 
will tell you that railway construction w )r}, 
is done cheaper by day labour th 'in it 
would be done by contract, and in proof 
of that they will show you their estim:1te 
of the cost of the work; but I contend teat 
such proof is insuffi~ient. ~-\.. t one time we 
wero accustomed to ha,-ing as .Minister for 
IN arks men who were· not too strong, and 
the Under Secretary usecl to tell them, "\Y,. 
estim.,te thr cost of the job at so much, 
and we are getting it done for so much 
less." and the .:VIini·ter congratulated th-? 
department on getting the work done so 
cheaply. But after a while they got anolher 
::Vlinister who h.· .. d done some building him­
self and who knew something about build­
ing. They proposed to erect a building 
which ;c-as estim:tted to cost £1,200, and a 
tender came in for £800. The J\!Iini··t•'r 
' :tid, " There is a fool so,Yle",· here in this 
businb.·3; either the contractor or the rnan 
who me do the c•:tim .. +.o is a -fool; do you 
know tho contra ·tor?" The L nder i::;r-cre­
tarv rcnlied "Yes he JHVJ f!'ood \rag-es 
supJ-lie·· the' best ~ateria.l, , and docs good 
work." The Minister then said. " In that 
ca>.e tho fool must be in this office," and he 
had the estimhte revised. ThP revised O"ti­
mate came out at £850. I merelv mention 
these details to show you hov·" nee<' 'ctry 
it is, wher the clay-labour s_,·stem is . ·!opted, 
to appoint one or two inspectors -vvho shaH 
be responsible to Parliament in order to 
inve'tigate the work done and report ,,,s to 
how the monev has been snent. If we had 
an enc6neer h; dp·,ign tho ~mrk and furnish 
au estimde of its cost, and an independent 
inspector to examine the work and inquire 
into the expenditure. and make a half­
yearly report to Parliament, you would be 
surprised at some of the statements ·"·hich 
woulcl appear in that report. I have no 
hesitation in saying that we are not getting 
;£75 worth of work for every £100 that we 
spend. I say nothing against tho engineers, 
but I would point out that in carrying out 
work by day labour yon require foremen 
and inspectors, and capable men cannot be 
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found for all the works which are in pro­
P"ress at the same time. Very often work 
i~ authorised and started before the p!ans 
are prepared. Plans are made OY<;'rmght 
for next dav's work, and that kmd of 
thinu is inevitable when Parliament pa"es 
rail'~ ,,-s ranidlv for a while and then sud­
denlc :C,ease~ to, authorice the construction of 
raih~·ays. '~,;\' e should fix the amount that 
wo are prepared to spend annuall,",~; ~hen 
th eng:im ·rs and other officers would know 
what thev had to do aud would n<ake 
arrangement accordingly, and we rh~·uld 
get our work done at. rearonable pric<'S. 
Possibly ,,,Jme people "1ll say we. are not 
:,pondins ioo much at the PH"'·'nt tune. and 
th.d we are getting reasonable value for ~ur 
money. To such persons I would pomt 
out that in New South Wales the other 
da>· a Labour Minister suggDsted that they 
sh;,ulcl employ an old rontract?r to super, 
vion public wodm and P':'Y h1m by corn­
mi,,-;ion, so that they might be sure of 
getting reasonable ya!ue for th_e _money 
spent. That gives a yery good mdwatwn 
of what was in the mincl of ~hat Labour 
:Mini,ter on this matter, ancl If a Labour 
:Minister wo::tld sav that on the eve of an 
election, things m,';,st have been pretty I ad 
clown there. I think both Houses of Po:rl_Ja­
ment should insist upon having the opm:qn 
of two rxnerto as to whether we are gettmg 
ya]ue fm·- thD money we spend on w~rk 
clone by day labour. The ~ay-labour system 
is a now syste1n and a big or:e, arnd t2.ven 
those who are supporters of 1t s_hould hn 
glad to learn whether we are get~mg_ val':'e 
for our money. I haye no hes1tatwn . In 

saying that railway constructiOn 
[4.30 p.m.] is costing us at_ least 25 per 

cent. more than 1t shou_l~, and, 
further than that, . it is demora!Ismg to 
the labour we~ have m the country by tc -.ch­
in()' n1en the " Government stroke" and 
G;vE'rnment methods. We are also told that 
we get a better railway by day !abo_ur. 
We do nothing of the kind. I was deahng 
with a Gm·ernmcnt engineer the other day 
in connection with the building of a road. 
\V<· called for tenders for the road. and 
the e'timate was ,,.bout £1,500. I esked 
him about it, and he · aid, " I can ;ret ro_u 
·,, rc,ad made for £1,000, but not un~lco· ,_hrs 
cpecifica tion. Of course that spemficabon 
i ; ho.rd and fast, and tlw contra~tc ,· JS 
bolLtd to g,·jyc ~~or, a good job: b_\tt, 1t \Ve 

s'>encl £1.000 by day labour. we w11l not be 
s~ bound do\Yr{, and you can get the. vv_ork 
Jc,'l" for th-e- moncv." That is the pnr '!pic 
on \Yhi~-::h \YE' ,·n~ h:ilding onr ra1lv tys nncl 
gE'ttir~ t~c \vork done ( he~pc:;_' than by 
contract. \Yhen ··ou do the work by con-

•tract. you ha-co · a specifict:.tion, and an 
inspector sees that the contr.actm: clocs the 
work ace .::·ding to the spcc1fica~IOn. But, 
when an ngineer is building a luw by day 
labour, the boss comes along and. ''avs. that 
the engin0er must rush along. a b1~ ;tnrcker, 
and he doc'< rush along a btt qUlncer. It 
would be all right with da'" labour •f YOU 
hacl the samP in.pection as on a contract, 
but that is not so, and you do not ;et the 
so,me value for ~-our money. It is tR<' snme 
in the Inswich work,·hons. You " nrst· 
class mec-hanic·; going to- the Il>sw;ch W{ rk­
shops, and ,, hPn you ask th;,m how they 
are gettinp- along, they say, Oh, we are 
getting along very w<'IL" ·w~rn y,m ask 
them how they do it, they soy, We_ll, there 
is not a Government inspector sta'Jclmc- oYer 
us all day, and we can -punch holes i"- iron 
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where before we had to bore them and then 
take a file and smooth them." It is in the 
.finish of the work that the money is spent. 
I would like the Government to a certain 
from outside sources. quit•· independent of 
the Railwa:, Department, whether this dav­
labour system is what it is cracked UD to 
be. Ii it is not, we are entitled to kn•.w 
it. Both .,ides are entitled to know how 
things stand in reiJ'ard to it. I thank hen. 
membc rs for their patient hearing, though 
I have taken a little long< •.· chan I intended. 

Ho;,:orRAB::,E :VIE"o·ERS: ::'-lo, no! 

Hm:. W. STEPIIEJ';'S: I rn wry glad 
indeed to have the Governor's i"poech in the 
form in which it has been pre~~ented to us. I 
believe ::\1iniF+ers will do their le\ el best to 
give us Hn hoiF 3t "' go,': but, if they '"·-,__,re 
spending £2,000.000 a year or their own 
1noney on raihvays, I a1n satisfind there 
would be some· better supervision than there 
is to-rhy. I have much pleasure in :•JOC•Jnding 
the motion for the adontion of the Aodrc•.s 
in Rcpl;·. • · 

HoNOURABLE J\IE1IBERS : Hoar, hear ! 

HaN. F. T. BRENTNALL: I b0g to 
move the adjournment of the debate. · 

Question put and passed. 

The resumption of the debate was made 
an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

ADJO'CRNMENT. 

ILLNESS OF CHAIR}!AX OF COThDIITTEES. 

Hm~. )L H. BARLO\V: I beg to mo>e 
that the Council do now adjourn. In doing 
so, I would like to convey, with the per­
mission of hon. members, the sympathy of 
the Council to the Chairman of Committees. 
Ho~OVR~BLE 1\iEl\IB.ER'~ : I-I oar, hear ! 

HaN. A. H. BARLOW: I understand he 
is in a vory bad way, but I sincerely trust 
he may take a turn for the better and 
shortly be amongst u" again. 

HoNOC:RABLE l\>1Eli!BERS : Hear, h· ar ! 

HaN. A. H. BARLOW: It is no use going 
on with the Address· in Reply, becaw·e the 
Governor will not be here to receiye it, so 
that I think it will be consulting tho con­
venience of hon. l:.lGn'lbers if \VG a ci_i ourn 
to-morro·,\ for a fortnight, unci] 1st July. 

HoxouRABLE ::VIE>IBERS: Hear, hear [ 
Question put and passed. 

The Council adjournEd at twenty-two 
minuL~'s to 5 o'clock. 




