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SECOND SHSSION OF THRE NINETEENTH ‘PARILIAMBNT.

APPOINTED TO MERET

AT BRISBANE ON THE SEVENTEENTH DAY OF JUNE, IN THE FYOURTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF
HIS MAJESTY KING GEORGE V., IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 1913.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TuesDAY, 17 Jung, 1913.

MEETING OF PARLIAMENT.

Pursuant to proclamation of His Excel-
lency the Governor, bzaring date 29th May,
summoning Parliament to wmeet this “ay [or
the despatch of business, the Council n.et
at 12 noon.

The CLERK OF THE PARLIAMENTS read Iiis
Exesllency’s proclamation.

‘THE GOVERNOR’S OPENING SPEECIH.

At poon His Excellency the Governor
came in state to the Houses of Parliament,
was announced by the Usher of the Black
Rod, and received by the President (Hon.
HBir Arthur Morgun) at the bar.

The members of the Council being seated,
a message was sent to the Assembly inform-
ing the members of that House that His
Fxcellency desired the presence of Mr.
Speaker end hon. members in the Council
Chamber. The Assembly attended accord-
ingly, and, hon. members being seated in
the place reserved for them below the bar,

His EXCELLENCY read the
Speech, as follows:—

< T1oNOURABLE GENTLEMEN OF THE LEGISLATIVE
Courcin, axD GENTLEMEN oF THE l.EGrs-
LATIVE ASSEMBLY,—

“It affords me the greatest pleasure
te meet you at the opening of this the
second session of the nineteenth Parliament
of Queensland.

“I have called you together earlier in
the year than usual, in order that legisla-
tion seriously affecting the welfare of the
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sugar industry may have your considera-
tion. So important is this matter, and
so desirable is it to allay as speedily as
possible the anxiety of our sugar-growers
in regard to the excise duty, that but for
the Commonwealth general clection I
should have summoned ¥ou even earlier.
The practice, however, has hitherto been
net to heve the State Parliament in session
while a Federal elegtion is proceeding,
snd it was not thought adwvisable to depark
from that practice on this occasion.

“I am deeply gratified to be able te
congratulate the country on the continus
ance of the good seasons with which if
has been favoured for many successive
years. In particular, the pastoral and
sugar districts have been blessed with the
indispensable condition of their prosperity
—timely and abundant rains—and, with a
few exceptions, the places in which dairying
and general farming are the principal in-
dustries have been equally fortunate. This
is a matter for profound thankfulness, as
on the success of the primary producers
depends the prosperity of the State.

“ During the recess I added considerally
to my knowledge of Queensland and its
people by travelling extensively in the
Central, Western, and Northern portions of
the State. Throughout the entire journey I
observed with plsasure the surpassing rich-
ness of the grasses, and the splendid con-
dition of the sheep and cattle. There is
ample scope for further pastoral develop-
ment, for no part of the spacious and
magnificent grazing country I paszsed
through is stocked to anything approach-
ing its full capacity.

“I was not less impressed by that rich
and - varied mineral area which stretches
north, west, and south from Clonsurry, and
I was glad to have the privilege of turning
the first sod of the railway which, I am
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confident, will make the coal resources of
Mount Mulligan a potent factor in the
industrial progress of North Queensland.

“On every side I found prosperity, con-
tentment, and loyalty to the Throne, nor
would it be possible, for me to speak too
gratefully of the courtesy &nd kindnmess i
received from all classes during my tour.

“In July last, a Royal Commission was
appointed to inquire into the conditions of
our meat industry, its scove being made
wide enough to comprehend the meat
reserved for home consumption as well as
that intcnded for export. The commission
was enipowered to report on the available
supply of stock, on the condition of our
meatworks, slaughter-houses, and butchers’
shops, and on the advisability of establish-
ing abattoirs in populous centres.

“The commission is to be complimented
on the thoroughness with which its work
was performed, and on the value of its
report, which is now in th: hands of hon.
members, who will have ample opportunity
to discuss_its findings. Its recommendations
in regard to rctail selling have already
been satisfactorily carried out, and the
slaughter-house inspection, the need faor
which is shown in the report, is now con.
ducted so rigorously that the shortcominges
and irregularities brought to light have
practicslly vanished.

“Though the condition of things in
private slaughtering-places leaves little +o
be desired, nevertheless investigations are
being conducted with the view of ascertain.
ing the best site, the cost, and other neces-
sary information regarding the establish-
ment of abattoirs in the metropolitan ares,.

“ While it is pleasing to know that largre
additioral meatworks are either just corm.
pleted or in the process of construction on
the Brisbane River and elsewhere in the
State. it is  discouraging to learn that,
owing to the lack of direct stcam corm.
munieation between Queensland aryd
va, much of our stock is being taken

Ame
to Sydney to be slaughtered for shipmexat
to Vancouver by a service subsidised by
the Commonwealth. In view of the great
market opened to us by the proposed reduc.
tion of meat import duties in the United
States. my advisers have thought it ircurm.
bent on them to ask the Federal Primye
Minister to take steps to have Brishane,
even now, included ameng the ports ewry
braced by that service.

“On the eve of the recess of the Quesns.
land  Parliament,  the Prime Minister = ef
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cane. 'To secure for them the full advan-
tage of that abolition, a Bill WIH be intro-
duced to provide that they will receive
direct an_ amount equal to the present
excisn, without any deduction being made in
respect of any lien on their crops, or of
any other encumbrance.

““ In consequence of this concession, which
will place our greatest agricultural industry
on a more prosperous footing, and of the
prospect of an increased import duty, as
recommended by the Commonwealth Royal
Commission, my advisers consider them-
selves justified in proceeding with the erec-
tion of additional sugar-mills.

“You will be asked to amend in certain
particulars both the Elections Act and the
Elections Tribunal Act. The amendinents
to be proposed in the former will' ensure
greater accuracy in compiling the electoral
rolls, and, by restoring the postal vote
under prudent limitations, a fuller exercise
of the franchise.

“ If personation, plural voting, and other
illegalities were not rife at the recent
Federal polling, it was not, in the opinion
of my advisers, because existing arrange-
ments do not encourage and facilitate such
practices. Therefore it is their intention
to request the Commonwealth_ Government
to appoint a commission, consisting of pho
Chief Electoral Officer, his State deputies,
and the principal State electoral registrars,
to devise some means whereby the Federal
clectoral rolls and the conduct of the Federal
elections will be above suspicion. My ad-
visers are aware that under the Constitu-
tion all that pertains to Commonwealth
elections is of purely Commonwealth con-
cern; but the State, as a State, is y1tally
interestsd in amendments proposed in the
Constitution, and has a right to expect that
matters of such supreme Importance to het
arc submitted only to those legally entitled
to vote, and under conditions that will
make fraudulent voting as difficult as
possible, and, if resorted to, easily traceable.

“Pelieving that mineral oil exists 1in
abundance in the Maranos district, my ad-
visers despaswhed all available data to the
Ageni-General for Queensland, who, with
characteristic promptitude, forwarded the
same to the leading authorities on the sub-
ject, and they, I am glad to informa you.
are favourably impressed by the particulars
supplied to them. Boring for mineral oil
being an occupation guite distinet from that
of boring for artesian water, the services of
an cxpert employed in one of the grezt oil
regions of the world are being sought, with

the Commonwealth informed my advisers of
his intention to introduce legislation 4o
repegl the Suger Hxeise and Bounty Acts,
The Bills were duly introduced and be.
came _enactments about a fortnight after
this Parliament had been prorogued. bwat
the mceasures do not come into operaticsn
except by a Proclamation of the Governc .
General.  As it is obvious that it would
be undesirable to give tariff protection +o
sugar other than that grown and manufac.
tured by white labour, a Bill will be irw-
mediately introduced to make sugar-grovws-
ing and manufacturing in Queensland 4
-white-labour industry.

“ My advisers are of opinion that t¥me
sbolition of the excise duty on sugar wx 11
be of much benefit to the growers of suga -

theview o gscertainingthe extent’ and
value of our oil resources and the most
effective means of developing them. If it
i clearly proved that we have oil deposits
in considerable and payable queniity, a new
industry, of which the importance cannot
be overrated, will be established. When we
consider the great and ever-incrsasing de-
mand_ for 1mineral oil, the investigation 1s
justifind, whatever be the cost or the result.

“ Under the powers conferred by recen
legislation, an agrecment has bern entered
into for the freeing from prickly pesr of
100,000 acres of land near Dulacca. It is in
contemplation to make other similar agree.
ments_under the provisions of the Prickly
Pear Destruction Act of last year, which it
is hoped will prove a useful instrument in
combating what must be regarded as @
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serious mnational <danger. Scientific investi-
gations are now proceeding et Dulacea, and
a travelling comwission is pursuing inquiries
on the matter in America, Africa, and India.

* To the all-important subject ol education
my advissrs arc giving constant attention,
Our nstional system of fres primary edusa.
tion is established on a broad and compre.
hensive basiz, admirably suited to the varied
requiremenss of the Stets; and such a
further development of our system of free
secondary education is now contemplated as
will enavle a larger number of boys and
girls to avail themselves of it. The question
of obtaining from local =ources a continuous
sdeguaie sayiply of well-educated and
iraire<i probationers for the clasified
of the teaching service has also re-

consideration, and a schemes to
e that object is bwing cvolved.

* The question of the construction of cer-
tain extensions of the metropolitan tramway
sgstem, which are cssential to public con-
veniescs, is engaging the attention of my
advisers, and, possibly, legislation will be
needed :his session to cnsure that such ex-
tensions are made without avoidable delay.

“The increased and incressing cost of
government calls for the close serutiny of
expenditure. Happily, in conseijuence of
the general prosperity the revenue has been
equal to the public needs, and my advisers
have good reason to think that the financial
year will end with a surplus. In order to
carry our railway policy to realisation,
recourss was had to the London money mar-
ket early in the year. The ambitious rail-
way policy of 1910, as well as the construc.
tion of lines into agricultural and mineral
districts, is being prosecuted in acwcordance
with the expressed wish of Parliament.

*“In the matter of public borrowings, the
London market has keen, and is now, in =z
very disturbed and unsatisfactory condition,
the <demands upon the capital seeking
investment being far in excess of the supply.
Queenszlard was fortunate in getting on the
market before the present acute stage had
been roached. We are not uumindful of the
large loans maturing in July,- 1915, and
already our financial advisers in London are
being conzulted in respect to the matter. It
will be prudent to seek during this session
v suthority to provide for our
ons of 1818, but, in any negotiations
to resfesm maturing  bonds, consideration
n:ust also be had to current requirements if
public works are to be continued.

“ GENTLEMEN OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,—

“The Estimates for 1913-14, which are now
in course of preparation, and will shortly
be laid bsfore you, will be found to have
been framed with due regard to economy
and to the public requirements.

“ HHONOURABLE GENTLEMEN OF THT LEQISLATIVE
COUNCIL, AND GENTLEMEN OF THE LEGIS-
LATIYE ASSEMBLY,—

“ Among the Bills to be submitied for
your conilderstion will he the following :—
Sugar Growers Bill;
Sugar Cultivation Bill;
Friendly Societies Bill;
Criminal Code Amendment Bill;
Matrimonial Causes Acts

Railways Bill (a consolidation);

Amerndment

[17 Joxsm.]

Auditor-Guneral’'s Reports. 3

A Bill to authorise the raising of &
leswn for the refirement of the losns
raized under the Government Loan
Act of 1875, the Government Loan
Act of 1876, the Government Loan
Act of 1877, the Government Loan
Act of 18278, the Government Loan
At of 1879, the Government Loan
Aot of 1881, and the Government
Lean Act of 1882, and for other
BUrPeses ;

A Bill to amend the Quesnsland Fisheries

Act of 1887

Elections Act Amendment Bill;

Statisties Bill;

Factories and Shops Act: Amendment
Rill; K

Stock and Produce Agents Bill;

Pure Seeds Bill;

A Rabbit Bill

T invite your attention to these and all
other matters that ey be submitted for
your comsideration, and I devoutly pray
that, with the help of the Almighty, your
labours may conduce to the well-being and
prosperity of Queeusland.” .

His Excellency and suite then left the
Chamber, and the members of the Assembly
withdrew.

The Council adjourned at twenty-two
minutes past 12 o’clock until half-past %
o’clork, resuming at that hour.

DEATIHI OF MEMBERS.
Hox. F. Criawerr anp ITon. L. THOMAS.

The PRESIDENT seid: It is my melan-
choly «uty to inform ihe Council of the
death of the Hon. Felix Clewett and the
Hon. Lewis Thomas, whose names I have
directed to be removed from the list of
members.

NEW MEMBERS.

Hox. E. B. Forreer, Hon. T. B. Orizs,

axp Hox -R. M. Covpiss.

The PRESIDENT announced that he had
received from His Excellency the Governor
a leiter dated 16th June, ntimating that
His Excellency had been pleased 5 summon
to the (oursil the Hon. HEdward DBarrow
Forsest, Thomas Bridson Cribb, and Robert
Martin Collins. ,

Hon. R. M. Cotrins, who had previously
been sworn in befors His Hxecellency the
Governor, then took his sest and subseribed
the roll.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE TO MEMBERS.
The PRESIDENT announced tha receipt
of letters from His Excellency the Governor
granting leave of absence from the Council
to the following members:—
Hon. A. H. Parnell, for ten months,
from 1st March last;
Hon. E. W. H. Fowles, for
months, from 1st April lasi;
Hen, A, H. Whittingham, for the
current session.

AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORTS.

The PRESIDENT announced the receipt
from the Auditor-General of a report with
reference to the investment of the Govern-
ment Savings Bank funds on 3lst December,
1912; and of a report showing the face

Hon. Sir A. Morgan.]

twelve
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value of the Treasury notes in circulation
. abt_the same date, and the disposal of the
gold received in exchange therefor.

Ordered to be printed.

The PRESIDENT further announced the
receipt from the Auditor-General of a letter
dated i4th February last, covering his
seventeenth half-vearly report under the pro-
visions of the Queensland National Bank,
Limited (Agreement). Act of 1894, which had
already been printed and circulated during
the recess.

INVESTMENT OF GOVERNMENT
SAVINGS BANK FUNDS.

REPORT FROM UNDER SECRETARY TO TREASURY.

The PRESIDENT said: I have received
from the Under Secretary to the Treasury
the&following report, which the Clerk will
read.

Report read by the CLerx, as follows :—-

“The Treasury,
“ Brisbane, 10th March, 1913,

¢ 8ir,—I have the honour, by direc-
tion, to inform you that the Lieutenant-
Governor, acting as deputy for and on
behalf of His HExcellency the Governor,
and with the adviez of the Executive
Council, has been pleased, in pursuance
of the provisions of the Government Sav-
ings Bank Aci of 1870, to direct that the
‘Government  Savings Bank funds
amounting to £400,560 be invested in the
purchase of the undermentioned Govern-
mené securities, viz.:—

“The Government Loan Act of 1908

and the Government Savings Bank Stock,

. Loan, and Treasury Bills Acts Amend-
ment Act of 1912.

“ Debenture Series J3, No. 2, at £1.¢00
per centum, for £200,000.

“The Treasury Bills Act of 1911 and
the Government Savings Bank, Stock,
Loan, and Treasury Bills Acts Amernad-
ment Act of 1912.

“Treasury Bill Series GI, No. 2, at
£100 per centum, for £135,200.

“Treasury Bill Series G1, No. 3, at
£100 per contum, for £64,300.

“ The abovementioned Treasury bill £or
£64,800 has been issued in lieu of de-
bentures for that amount held by the
}I)ank, which matured on Ist Januaxy
ast.

“The abovementioned securities ha-ve
been lodged in a safe in the Treasuwy
=trong-room in the joint custody of the
Under Socretary to the Treasury and the
manager of the Government Savings
Bank, as directed by Hxecutive minmzte
of the 6th February, 1913,

“I have, ete.,
“W. L. Fowres, Under Secrctary.
“The Honourable
“The President of the Legislative
‘“Counecil, PBrisbane.”
Ordered to be printed.
[Hon. Sir A. Morgan.
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PAPERS PRINTED DURING THE
RECESS.

The PRESIDENT said: I have to report
that the followin:, papers were ordered to be
printed and circulated during the recess, in
accordance with the resolution of Pazliament
passed by both Houses of Parliament during
the session of 1901 :—

Report of the Royal Commission ap-
pointed to inquire into certain
matters relating to the meat in-
dustry of Queensland.

Return of all schools in operation on the
Ist January, 1913.

Blue Book, 1912.

Report upon the Governmment life in-
surance and annuity business for
1812, .

Report of the Metropolifan Water and
Sewerage Board for 1912.

DEATII OF MEMBERS.
Hon. L. Tuowas axp Ifox. F. CrLEwrrT.

Hox. A. H. BARLOW said: Before mak-
ing % Ministerial statement, it is my painful
duty to refer to the vacancies which have
tulken place in our ranks. The Hon. Lewis
Thomas and the on. Felix Clewstt were
both men who gave good servies to the
country, and they were men who worked
themselves up to a position in this House by
their own unaided exertions. I am afraid
that the Hon. Lewis Thomas gave up his
life in the service of the sountry. He
attended this Hovse when he was not well,
and, instead of remaining in Briszbanc, he
went to his homs in Ipswich, where he con-
tracted ithe illness which terminated fatally.
m sure I voiee the {feelings of hen. mem-
berw In cxpressing regret at his loss.

Hovovraste Meusers: Hear, hear!

Ho~N. A. H. BARLOW: The Hon. Felix
Clewett was alsp for many rears a useful
member of this House. He died after a
somewhat long illness. I feel sure I express
the feelings of hon. members when I say
that we all regret his death.

HoNovrabLe MeMBERS: Hear, hear!

MINISTERIAIL STATEMENT.
CHANGES IN THE (GOVERNMENT.

Hox. A. H. BARLOW : I have to report
the fcllowing changes in the Government:
On 11th December last the Hon. E. H.
Macartner resigned his position as Secretary
for Public Lands and as a member of the
Tixecutive Council. He was succeeded in the
Lands Department by the Hon. James
Tolmie, who was then Secretary for Agri-
culture, and the vacaney in the portfolio of
Secretary for Agriculture was filled by the
appointment of the Hon. John White. I
beg to lay on the table the ‘“Gazette” comn-
taining these notifications.

PAPERS.

The following papers, laid on the table,
were ordered to be printed :—
Regulation, dated 23rd January, 1913,
under the Explosives Act of 1906.
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Regulation, dated 19th December, 1912,
under the Navigation Act of 1876.

Regulation, dated 29th May, 1913, under
the Navigation Act of 1876.

Regulations, dated 12th December, 1912,
under the Rights in Water and
Water Conservation and Utilization
Act of 1910.

Regulations, dated 29th May, 1913,
under the Rights in Water and
Water Conservation and Utilization
Act of 1910.

Regulation, dated 23rd January,
under the Government
Bank Act of 1864.

Regulation, dated 6th June, 1913, under

the Government Savings Bank Act
of 1864.

Report of the University of Queensland
for the year 1912.

1913,
Savings

Statite of the University of Queensland
(as published in the ‘ Government
Gazette” of 17th May, 1913), relat-
ing to the diploma course in en-
gineering.

Amended statutes of the University of
Queensland (as published in the
“Government Gazette” of the 17th
May, 1913), relating to the faculties
and the Board of Faculties.

Despatches conveying His Majesty’s
assent to Acts passed during the
session of 1912.

Report of the Immigration Agent.

Regulations, dated 17th May, 1913, made
under the Public Service Super-
annuation Act of 1912, regarding
the method of election of elective
members of the Public Service
Superannuation Board.

Further Regulations, dated 22nd May,
1913, made under and for the pur-
poses of the Leases to Aliens Re-
striction Act of 1912.

Rule of Court as of 13th December, 1912,
numbered as 14 of Order XL. of the
Rules of the Supreme Court, pro-
viding that the judge may, in his
discretion, direct that evidence, ete.,
shall be taken down in shorthand by
any person who may have been ap-
pointed by the Governor in Council
for that purpose.

Rules of Court as of 13th December, 1912,
amending Rules of Court of 27th
November, 1896, relating to admis-
siom of barristers of the Supreme
Court of Queensland, providing for
reciprocity in the admission of bar-
risters of Victoria and Queensland.

Rules of Court as of 5th December, 1912,
being the Law Calendar for the year
1913.

Rule of Court ss of 11th March, 1813,
amending Rule of Court of 27th No-
vember, 1896, relating to the admis-
sion of barristers of the Supreme
Court of Queensland.

[17 Juxe.]
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The following paper was also laid on the
table : —

Statements of various insurance com-
panies deposited in the office of the
Registrar of Joint Stock Companies,
Brisbane. during the year 1912, in
accordance with the provisions of the
Life Insurance Act of 1901

RAILWAY ACCIDENT ON MAIN
RANGE.

PRESENTATION OF REPORT OF BOARD OF
INQuUIRY.

Hox. A. H. BARLOW laid on the table
the report of the railway board appointed to
inquire into the circumstances relating to
the railway collision at 84 miles on the Main
Range on 30th January last.

Hoxn., A. G. (. HAWTHORN: I would
like if the leader of the Government in this
Cthamber would endeavour to gel instrue-
tions to have tha report printed. It is very
necessary that we should have an oppor-
tunity of reading the report. It was a very
serious accident. and I am sure hon. mem-
bers will agree with me that we should have
a copy of the report in our hands as soon
as possible.

Hox. A. H. BARLOW: I have had no
instructions to move that the paper be
printed, but I will commumca,t_e_wmh the
Secretary for Railways on the subject.

At a later stage of the sitting, Hon. A. H.
BARLOW moved that the paper be printed.

Question put and passed.

BILL PRO FORMA.

Hox. A. H. BARLOW presented, pro
formé, a Bill to restrict the exportation .of
aboriginal weapcns and curios, and moved
that 1t be read a first time.

Question put and passed.

SPECIAL ADJOURNMENT.

Hoxn. A. H. BARLOW : I beg to move thab
the Council, at its rising, do adjourn until
3 p.m. to-morrow

Question put and passed.

THE GOVERNOR’S OPENING

SPEECH.
The PRESIDENT said: For greater

accuracy 1 have obtained a copy of the
Speech  with which His Hxcellency was
pleased to open the present ses.slon.of Par-
liament. According to the strict nterpre-
tation of the Standing Orders I should read
that portion of the Speech whl‘ch is
addressed to members of the Council, but
of late years it has been the practice to
taks it as read. Is it your pleasure that

that practice should be observed to-day ?
HonoUBABLE MgemBERS: Hear, hear!

ADDRESS IN REPLY.

Hox. R. M. COLLINS, who on rising
was: greeted with ¢ Hear, hears!”’ said:
Hon. gentlemen,—I beg to move that the

Hon. R. M. Collins. ]
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following sddress be presanted to His Ex.
celleney the Governor in reply to His
Excellency’s Opening Speech :—

““ To His Excellency 8ir WILLIAM ¥acGR: OR,
Doctor of Medicine, Knight Grand
Cross of the Most Distinguithed Order
of St. Michael and St. George, Com-
ranion of the Most Honoursble Ordep
of the Bath, Governor of the State of
Queensland and its Dependencies, in
the Commonwealth of Australia.

““ May 1T PressE YoUR HEXCELLENCY,—

“We, His Majesty’s dutifal
loyal subjects, the members of
Legislative Council of Queensland, in
Parliament assembled, desire to assure
Your Excellency of our continued
loyalty and aifection to the Throne
and Person of Qur Most Gracious Sove-
reign, and to thank Your Excellencey
for the Speech with which you have
been pleased to open the present session .,

“We  will

and

give our most carefal

consideration and attention to the
several measures mentioned by Your
Hxcellency, and to all other matters

brought before us; and we sincerely
trust that our deliberations will tendl
to the promotion of the good govern-
ment and the welfare of the State.”

The Specch of His Fixcelleney which we
had the pleasure of hearing him read at
noon to-day explains the reason for calling
Parliament together at this early pariod
of the year, and ennmerates the various
measures that are to be submitted for the
consideration of Parliament. To me has
fallen the honour of moving the adoption
of the Address in Reply to His Excellency’ss
Opening Speech. I shall refer to a few of
the 1uost important subjects which it ig
proposed Parliament shall deal with, comi-
mencing with the proposed legislation con-
cerning the sugar industry.  You will re-
member that this industry is protected by
an import duty <f £6 per ton, and that
on the other hand an excise duty to. tho
cxient of 54 per ton is levied, out of whicks
48 is given back by the Federal Govern -
ment to these growers who employ white
fabour only. The remaining £1 is a deduc-
tion from the proiection afforded by the
import duty, so that practically the pro-
*ection amwunt: to £5 per ton only. My
Fisher promised to pass & Bill abolishing th e
sxcise and ounty. if Queensland woulcl
pass a measure abolishing black laboar iry
the industry. In die coorse My, Fishe y
did pass the promised Bill. Tn that Bill
it is provided that it shall ‘ake effect b
proclamistion, but such proclamation is nog
to he issued until Queensland has passe
the necsseary legizlation: henco the necess—
sity for further legislation withous delaw
With, recard to other leading topics mers —
tioned in the Speech, bhefore referring tes
them I should like to congratulate Hig
Excellency the Governor upon the energ-
he has displaved in extending his know-.
ledge of the State generaily by » long tow g
in the Central, Woestern, and Northern poy~-
tions of the State, right up to the Gulf o€
Carpentaria. One of the most Importan
questions alluded to in the Speech is tha %
of the meat export trade. Reference § =
made to a Royal Commission which Was

[Hon. R. M. Collins.

fcoUmcin.;

. part of

the -

Address in Reply.

appcinted to inquire into the nmtterur?
repoit on the available, supply of stouk,
and the hest means of supplying the public
of Queensland with meat from public abat-
toirs. Clommissions are not always unani-
mous in their findings, but therc is no doubt
that this commission obtained a great deal
of uscful information. The question of
estublishing abattoirs was a very Important
their mission, and it is still a
matter for consideration : wer  publie
abattoirs should be establiched in the
variouns cities of Queerslend. Probably this
matter will be bro i before us at an
carly date decision, and we shall then
be in a pusition to iscuss it in detail
The miatter of the available supply of
stock was not, in my opinion, as thoroughly
investigated as it might have been, and if
is a quesiion whether further attention
should not be given to that sspect of the
subject. A still morc important maiter is
that of the spread of prickly pear. Tt is
impossible to over-estimate the danger that
is likely to rosult to the State if cffective
measures are not taken to prevent the
further spread of the plague, and I am
glad to observe that it is the purpose of
the Government to adopt further measures
with the view of dealing with the prickly-
pear pest in an effective manncr. As a
native of Australia who has spent most of
his life in Queensland, I have had every
opportunity of studying the progress of the
prickly-pear pest, and it seems to me.tha,t
it is entively beyond the resources of ordinary
individuals or the State to exterminate 1%
from the vast areas now hcavily }nteste@.
The most effeorive work can be done in Vlocah—
ties where there is no great quantity of
peayr, but which will soon becoms thickly
infested if neglected. A small aniount of
work in  the beginning when the pest
appears is sufficient to kesp it down, but
if the pest is meglested and it gets a hold
of the countrv, the cost of clearing that
country iz, for pastoral purposes at all
events, beyond the resources of thr persons
who wish to utilise the land. The steps
taken should be directed towsrds nrevent-
ing the spread of the pest rather than in
endesvouring to stamp ouf the evil where
it has taken a strong hold. That prickly
pear 1x canable of ruining a great part of
Queenzland is clear to anvone who has
leoked into the matier, =nd the problem
is on» which we should grapple firmlv and
resolutely.  Awnother very important matter
sltuded to in the Governor’s Sneoch is that
of public borrowings. The Government in-
form wus that ther are preporing to reet
their obligations with respest to fosns which
will mature in a conple of vesrs’ time. I
cannot fatter myself that the moneys bor-
rowed fram the Governmsnt by shive coun-
cils and other leral bodies have Leen alwavs
spent judiciousle, and T am very glad to
note that measvres are being taks=n to deal
with sach matters, Tt is necrssare to make
provision for the development of the roun-
try. A countrv possessing ihe recources
that Queenslond has can well afford to
berrow for the legitimate development of
its resourcex, but I think a grest many
of the loans to local bodie: are not justi-
fied, and T am pleased to learn from the

)

Opening Speech that legislation _dealing
with this matter is to be submitted to
Parlivment. The Sugar Growers Bill T

have alresdy referred to, and it is unneces-
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«ary to say more about it than that, as I
understand it, the object of the measure
will be to eliminate black labour from the
canefield: altogether, and I think such a
proposal will meet with public approval.
I do not propose to detain hon. membeors
by any detailed reference 9 a number of
other Bills mentioned in the Speech. There
are many subjests alluded to with which
I am mnot very familiar, and I shall not
take up your iime in discussing them. I
can only oxpress the hope that with the
cordial co-operation of various sections such
legislation will be passed as will tend to
the protection and development of the best
interests of Queensland.  We have had
quits enough of antagonism between classes.
I think far more 15 %o be achieved by
co-operation that by conflici. I am satisfied
that if the parties cancerned endeavoured

to meet one another we should not have
many disputes, and that more praztiesl
good would l= achieved than hy other
ans. {o-operation iy esséntial o  the
238 of any undertaking, and -rhatever

I may be able to do in that direction I
shell do it most willingly and heartilx. In
mr judgment emplovers and emplosees
get on year after year without
[4 p.m.] any trouble if they- only en-
deavour to meet one another
and discuss matters that appear to either
side to require adjustment. {(Hear, hear!)
I have dealt with all the matters which my
limited parliamentary knowledge enables
me to deal with, and T now bez to move
the adoption of the Address in Reply.

HoxoUuRABLE MrEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Ho~n. W. STEPHENS: It has fallen to
my lot to second the motion for the adomn-
tion of the Address in Reply. I believe it
is the custom in this Chamber to bo brief
and to the point, and to talk intelligently.
My experience during the last twenty years
has been nearly all in the other Chamber,
where the atmosphere is very different to
that which is to be found here, so that, if
I should somewhat fail in those particulars
this afternoon, I hope hon. members will
put it down to my sducation at the other
end of the building. (Laughter.) I con-
gratulate the Government on calling Parlia-
ment togsther as early as they have done
this year. I think we should be called
together as early as this every year, so that
the business might be got through with
despatch and let us get to our homes before
the hot months come round. I understand
sugar is the excuse given for our being
sumimoned earlv this yvear, but I hope, now
that = start has been made, that Parliament
will meet early every wear. I admit that
it is sometimes difficult to get the business
through the other Chember with despatch,
but I think that there is a feeling even in
that end of the building to get through
the business and let us get to our homes as
soon as possible. I am glad that the
Speech which His FExcellency’s advisers
have induced him to read to us to-day is
chiefly & primesry producer’s Spesch. The
primary industries are dealt with more
largely in it than anything else. We have
references to the sugar and the meat in-
dustries, and I understand we are to have
a new industry—oil—and even fish and
oysters are to be dealt with and are to be
made more valuable to the State. Of
course we cannot deal with the sugar in-
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dustry in this Parliament as we used to do
now that the Federal Parliament has con-
trol of the Customs; but I am glad to see

_ that Ministers arc prepared to build the

sugar-mills which have been promised,
rightly or wrongly. Eifect should be given
to the promises which have been made, but
I do not think the Government should build
wnr more mills. They ought to go steady.
When an industry requires a 50 per cent.
duty to make 1t a success, we should
hesitate before we spend much more mohey
on it. It is all very well to say that Aus-
tralia is prepared to pay for its own sugar,
but I think the time will come when the
people down South will decline to pay a 50
per cent. duty on a product which can and
which ought to be grown in this country.
We have lots of otler producis which we
can export, but, if we are going to pile
up the cost of living by imposing such
heavy duties, it will be found that some
of those other industries will have fo ease
off, s it will not be possible for them to
be worked at a profit. I do mnot wish %o
sav a single word against my fricad. the
on. Mr. Gibson. 1 do not say that the
sugar industry is not a good ome, but. when
an article has to bear such a heavy duty
as sugar, it is the duty of the Government
to go steady in the matter, because Aus-
tralia is not going to continue for all time
to pay that duty on_ a tropical produck
which can be successfully produced in Aus-
tralia.

Hon. A. Omsox: She does not pay a 50
per cont. duty.

Hox. W. STEPHENS: It comes close to
it. I had the pleasure of being managing
director of a sugar company at one time,
and we got £14 per ton for our raw sugar,
and there was a duty of £7 a ton on im-
ported sugar; and, if £7 is not 50 per
cent on £14, I do not know what is.

Hon. A. Gmsox: It is not 50 per cent.
on £22. .
Hox. W. STEPHENS: Sugar is not

bringing £22 per ton in other partsnof. the
world, and I venture to say that £7 is 50
per cent. on the price of sugar in other
counfries.

Tron. A. Gissox: They pay a duty of £8
per ton in Arserica.
STEPHENS: They may pay
but if ther are foolish that is no
we should be foolish, T say

Hen, W
£29,

distis

t that., 3f our industvies have to
tand duties like ihat, we will have 1o
go out of some of them _altogefher. The
dairving industry, for instance., has to

export it wnroducts, and surel.y those en-
gaged in that industry ave entitled to con-
sideration as well as those engaged in the
production of sugar. However see_mg we
are in the sugar business and the industry
is in the state it iz, we shoul‘d huild those
two mills; but. if my advice is worth any-
thing, I would advise the Government to
go steady or they may fall in. The next
thing referred to in the Speech is the meab
industry. There was a Royal Commission
appointed to inquire into the meat busi-
ness, and they went info the question pretty
exhaustively and made certain recommen-
dations, some of which the Gox;ernn}ent are
prepared to adopt and some of which they
have adopted. I think the commission did
a lot of zood. OFf course there are always

Hon. W. Stephens]
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two sides to a question. Public abattoirs
would be a good thing in many ways, but
I am absolutely certain that their establish-
ment will have the effect of increasing the
price of meat to the consumer. The money
which has been made by many of the master
butchers in the metropolitan area has not
been made from the sale of meat. They
have bought large paddocks, and the bulk
of their money has been made by the sub-
sequent sale of those paddocks. With
regard to the American meat company
which has made a start here, a great deal
has been said about the monopoly they
are going to create, and it has been said
that all sorts of abuses will occur. I am
glad that the Government do mnot intend
to interfere with this company until it is
shown that they arc interfering with the
rights of the people living in Queensland.
As soon as the rights of our people are in-
terfered with, then is the time for the
Government to step in and assert their
authority. (Hear, hear!) In the meantime
the Government ought to encourage anv
company which has up-to-date appliances
and methods, and which 1s prepared to
spend its money here in developing our
primary products, because, after all, meat
is a primary product. The works which
this company is puiting up will be one
of the most modern and up to date in the
world, and they are prepared to spend
£200,000 or $£300,000 in those works, and
we can congratulate ourselves upon their
coming here, because it means that our
sheep and cattle raisers are going to get
better prices for their stock than they have
ever got before. In America, where the
meat companies own the railways, there

may be a monopoly: but in Australia, where®

the Governments own the railways, and
where there are so many meat companies,
and where the squatters can start their
own butchers’ shops—as many of them Lave
done—there is very little likelihood of a
monopoly being created. In any case, I
congratulate the Government upon having,
even in spite of public opinion, welcomed
this company to Australia. I think that
its advent can only result in good. The
Government are talking of amending the
law dealing with our fisheries. They ap-
pointed a committee to inquire into the
fisheries. I think the appointment of the
committee was a good thing, but I am of
opinion that better work would have been
done if one or two fishermen, or the chair-
man of the Fish Board, had been members
of the committee, as they would then have
been able to get iome information thak
possibly they did not get. I have rothing
to say against Government officials, hut I
think that an outsider on such a commitiee
would have had a beneficial result. People
may think that fish and oysters are of liftle
importance, but they are growing into a big
industry in Queensland. There is another
matter which is dealt with in the Speech
which concerns a primary industry, and that
is oit. I see that the Government are
satisfied that we have large supplies of oil
in this State, if it can be found and brought
to the surface profitably, and they intend,
whatever may be the cost, to get a first-
class export to see if the oil can be dis-
covered and put to a commercial use. They
are to be congratulated on their intenticn,
and Parliament should cheerfully vote any
moner that may be required to secure
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expert advice. (Hear, hear!) There are 2
number of little things referred to in the
Speech, but I do not propose to deal with
in detail. There is one matter re-
ferred to which concerns the metropolitan
area, especially the suburbs, and that 1
the reference to the Brisbane tramways.
As hon. members know from the papers,
the Tramways Company have proposed to
extend several of their lines into various
suburbs, but apparently the company and
the Government do not quite understand
what the law is on the subjegt, and it s
said to be capable of two or three inber-
pretations. I see the Government say that
they intend to bring in a Bill declaring
what is the law on the subject. That will
be a good thing for the Government, for
the Tramways Company, and for the com-
munity, as 1t is desirable that we should
know what is the law. I understand that
the law is that the local authorities have
to take over the tramways, if anybody
does. Well, anybody who has had much
experience of local authorities knows that
there is very little likelihood of *en or
twenty local authorities taking over a tram-
way system and making a success of it. I
hope that the Bill that is foreshadowed Wlll
make provision for the Government taking
over the tramways upon payment of reason-
able compensation to the Tramways Company.
1f there is any profit to be made from run-
ning the trams, the Government should
make that profit, the same as in _connec-
tion with the railways. It is possible that
they may not be run any better than or
even as well as they are at present. Still
there seems to be a good deal of feeling
over the matter, and the sooner they be-
come Government property the better. In
the meantime these extensions are hung up,
to the detriment of the suburbs, and there
should be some means provided for having
those extensions made pretty soon. If has
been said that the Tramways Company are
desirous of making the extensions in order
to secure an extension of tenure, bpn‘f I
understand from those who are in a position
to know that the company is not looking
so much for an extension of their franchise:
as to know exactly where they are. Under
the present law, after a tramline has been
built for a certain number of years, the
local authorities have power to take it over,
but it is not clear whether the lines can
be taken over piecemeal or whether they
must be taken over as & whole, and Whaﬁ
the company is frightened of, I take 1it, 1s
that at the end of twenty years the local
authorities in North and South Brisbane
can take over the lines within t'helr areas,
leaving the outer ends of the lines to the
Tramways Companv: and what use would
the ends of the various lines be.to the com-
pany if the lines in the city are taken over
by North and South Brisbane?

Hon. F. T. Brentsarn: How could the
local authorities run the trams if the motive:
power belongs to the Tramways Company ?

Hox. W. STEPHENS : The power-house 1s
in North Brisbane, and, if the local authori-
ties in North and South Brishane took over
the trams, they would take over the power-
house too, of course, and how could Mr.
Badger run the extremities of the tramlines,
and possibly the local authorities could make
him run them for his fixed term? It ought
to be understood that the tramways are one



Address in Reply.

whole, and that if any part is taken over
by the Government or the local authorities
the whole system will be taken over. I think
the Government should have power to take
over the tramways.

Hon. A. G. C.
compensation ?

Hon. W. STEPHENS: The question of
compensation could be ssttled by arbitra-
tion or by a judge. The company came here
and built the tramlines, and I do not think
anyone wants to deprive them of their pro-
perty without giving them reasonable com-
pensation. You can fix the method of
ascertaining the compensation which shall be
payable, and provide that the matter shall
be determined br a judge or by arbitrators,
but the law should state clearly that if the
tramways are taken over by s public author-
ity they shall be taken over as a whole and
not in sections. If Mr. Badger will not build
extensions, I hope the Government will be
bold cnough to build them and to compel
Mr. Badger to run his trams over those
extensionz. If the Government showed that
in the case of the company refusing to build
the extensions they would wundsrtake the
work, I think Mr. Badger would very soon
build them: but the Government should
protect the company by providing that if
any part of the tramways are taken over the
whole of the tramways shall be taken over
as & going concern. Any company that
comes here with as much money as they
have expended on the tramways is entitled
to reasonable protection, and while. as one
who is interested in surburban extensions, I
naturally desire to scc extensions carried out,
I think the work should be done on reason-
able and fair principles. My private opinion
is that the sooner the Government take over
the tramways the sooner the general public
will be satisfied: but if you ask mv opinion
as to what the result will be if the Govern-
ment do take them over, I would say I am
not quite sure that the company would not
run the trams as well as the Government
would run them., or cven better than they
would be run by the Government, and yet
make a decent profit on the business. Per-
haps the most important matter in connection
with any Government or any business is the
matter of finance. Finance comes before anv-
thing else In anv business, occupation. or
walk in life, and I congratulate the Govern-
ment on getting their loan worked off before
the more troublous times arrived. Tt was
an cxcellent move on their part to get the
money at the time they did get it. They
have been twitted with not building railways
and other public works, hut people forget
that the monev they obtained by loan was
borrowed for particular purposes, and they
have onlv lent the monev at short dates, so
that it will be available for the purnoses for
which it was borrowed as soon as the works
are proceeded with. Tf anv man wants a
few pounds and has an opportunitr of hor-
rowing the money under advantaceous terms
he will obtain that monev. and will then
make some prefitable use of it until he actu-
ally requirves it for the specific purpose for
whizh it was obtained. and the aciion of the
Government in this respect was particularly
brilliant. It was & somewhst rare sicht +o
sece a young State like Quecnsland offering
to finance Vietoria until they floated their
Ioan. I did not think Victoria would accopt
the proffered assistance, but I do not say

HawrHorN: What about
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our Government were not justified in using
their moncy in that way until such time as
they required it for public works. The
Treasurer is entitled to a little sympathy,
as he has now nothing to do with the Cus-
toms, and the Federal Government - have
started an opposition Savings Bank. The
State Treasurer has used some millions of
Savings Bunk money in & way which has
been profitable to the State, and I am happy
to say that most Queenslanders have te-
mained loyal to Queensland in this respect,
and have put their money into their own
bank. I know a number of persons who
recognise that the Treasurer uses the Savings
Bank money for good purposes, and though
they wear the red ribbon and vote Labour
on election days, they show that they are
Queenslanders and are prepared to stick to
their own bank. (Hear, hear!) The Go-
vernment should be encouraged to retain
the Savings Bank business, and it is grati-
fying to note that people do not begrudge the
use of the Savings Bank funds by the Go-
vernment when they know that those moneys
are being used for good purpeses in their
own State. Personally, T should not care to
put money into the Federal Savings Bank to
be used for Federal purposes in Melbourne
or in the Federal capital. I prefer to see
such moneys used for public purposes in myv
own State. Something is said in the Spepch
about floating a loan to mecet loan obliga-
tions maturing in 1915. I am a young man
and have been mayor of a municipality—I do
not Lknow much about how the country
should be governed, but if I was mayor of
a municipality and a loan had to be met the
following year I should like the other fellow
to be mayor for that year. .And polificians
would no doubt say it would be good policy
on the part of the Government to let the
other fellow have a turn in 1915, and let
them show whether they arc statesmen or
politicians. But I am sure the members of
our Government are statesmen, and that they
will not allow the other fellow to have a turn
in 1915, notwithstanding that the average
politician would say that that was the policy
for them to adopt in regard to that matter.
I hope cur revenue will continue to increase,
and that the Treasirer will not have any
serious difficulty to face, despite the fact that
he has to contend with the opposition Fede-
ral Savings Bank, and that financially things
are not too bright on the TLondon market.
Personally, I do not think there is any part
of the world that is in a better position than
we are, and I am confident that if money is
going anywhere it will come to Queensland
as readily as to any other part of the world.
There is another big question that I should
like to refer to, and that is the building of
railways by the day-labour system. For
many years railways were built on the con-
tract systein. hut latterly Queensland, in
common with other States of Australia, has
adopted the day-labour system. My candid
opinion is thai by this system the Govern-
ment bas demoralised labour: they have
given them Government wages and taught
them the “Government stroke.” To compare
the work done by day labour with the work
done by contractors is childish and utterly
absurd. A contractor gets a lot of good
foremen. good clerks, and good labourers.
and if he is assared of anything like con-
tinuous employment he can give you e}gcel-
lent work and at a cheap rate. But if a
man' comes along to the Government and

Hon. W. Stephens]
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:ays he has been a foreman, he is appointed

a foreman and psid 10s, a day or more,
though ther have no guarantee that he pos-
seuses  the qualificstions necessiry for che
illet. I believe that in one or two places
where the men employed on iailway con-
struction have struck, the department have
called for tenders {rom the men for the
work, Fancy getting the men and employ-
ing thew on railway works, giving them Go-
vernment nd teaching them the
“Government stroke,” and then asking them
to take on the job by contract ! But Australia
has apparently gone in for the day-labour
system. No doubt the aystem lLas its good
points as well as its bad points, but T do not
think it iz satisfactory on the wlole. T
know that I wanted certain work doing, but
men would not take 8. a dav as they could
et 95 and 10s on the Government railways.
I asked the men on the railways what ther
thowyrht would be a fair price per vard for
moving the stuff T wanted moving, and ther
said Is. per rard. I got some labourers to
take on the work at 4d. per yard, and they
made 9. a day at it.

RE NIy
wa

An HowotrasLe MemBer: That is a big
difference.

Hox. 'W. STEPHENS: Yes, it i1z a big
differsnce, but the facts are as I have
stated them. Of course railway engineers
will tell you that railway construction work
is done cheaper by day labour than it
would be done by contract, and in proof
of that they will show you their estimate
.of the cost of the work; but I contend that
sach proof is insufficient. At one time we
were accustomed to having as Minister for
Works men who were not too strong, and
the Under Secretary used to tell them, W
estimate the cost of the job at so much,
and we are getting it done for so much
less,” and the Minister congratulated tha
department on getting the work done so
cheaply. But after a while they got another
Minister who had done some building him-
self and who knew something about build-
ing. They proposed to erect a building
which was estimated to cost £1,200, and a
tender came in for £800. The Minister
suid, “ There is a fool somewhere in this
business; either the contractor or the man
who made the estimaic is a-fool; <o you
know the contractor?” The Under Secre-
tary replied, “ Yes, he pays good wages,
supplies the best material, and does good
work.” The Minister then said, ““In that
case the fool must be in this office,”” and he
had the estimste revised. The revised ecoti-
mate came out at :£850. I merely mention
these details to show you ‘how necessary
it is, whers the dav-labour srstem is sdopted,
to appoint one or two inspectors who shall
be responsible to Parliament in order to
investigate the work done and report as to
how the money has been spent. If we had
an engineer to design the work and furnish
au estimate of its cost, and an independent
inspector to examine the work and inquire
into the expenditure, and make a half-
yearly report to Parliament, you would be
surprised at some of the statements which
would appear in that report. I have no
hesitation in saying that we are not getting
£75 worth of work for every £100 that we
spend. I say unothing against the engineers,
but I would point out that in carrying out
work by day labour you require foremen
and inspectors, and capable men cannot be
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found for all the works which are in pro-
oress at the same ftime. Very oftern work
is authorised and started before the plans
are prepared. Plans are made ovgrmght
for next day’s work, and that kind of
thing is inevitable when Parliament paxsses
railvars ranidly for a while and then sud-
denls ceases to authorize the construction of
railways. We should fix the amount Jthat‘.
we are prepared to spend gnnuallz; then
the engineors and other officers would know
what thev had to do aad would make
arrangements accordingly, and we thould
get our work done at.reasonable prices.
Possibly some people will say we are nob
spending tco mwuch at the pr(-wnt‘ time. and
thut we are getting reasonable value for our
moncy. 'To such persons 1 would point
out that in New South Wales thevother
dav a Labour Minister suggosted that they
should employ an old contractor to super-
vise public works and pay him by com-
mission, so that they might be sure of
getting rcasonable value for the money
spent. That gives a very good indicatlon
of what was in the mind of that Labour
Minister on this matter, and if a Labour
Minister wonld say that on the eve of an
election, things must have been prethy tad
down there. I think both Houses of Parlia-
lent should insist upon having the opinign
of two experts as to whether we are getting
value for the money we spend on Wprk
done by day labour. The day-labour system
is a new system and a big one, and even
those who are supporters of it s]aould be
glad to learn whether we are getting value
for our money. 1 have no hesitatron in
saying that railway construction

[4.30 p.m.] is costing us ab least 25 per

cent. more than 1t shou.lc}, and,

further than that, it is demoralising te
the labour we-have in the country by”tm,ch—
ing men the ‘ Government stroke” and
Government methods. We are also told thaj:
we get a better railway by day labour.
We do nothing of the kind. I was dealing
with a Government engine.er.the other day
in connection with the building of a road.
We called for tenders for the road, :)md
the eostimate was zbout £1,500. I asked
him about it, and he said, “ I can get you
« road made for £1,000, but not unglm" fr}ns
specification. Of course that specification
is hard and fast, and the contracter 18
bouud to give vou a good joh: b_:,‘xt, i we
snend £1.000 by day labour. we will not be
so bound down, and you can get the work
doue for the monev.” That is the pr
on which we nre building our railway and
getting the work done cheaper thaun by
contract. When vou do the work by con-
«tract. vou have a specification, and an
inspector sees that the contractor docs the
work according to the specification. But,
when an engineer is building a line by day
labour, the boss comes along and says that
the engincer must rush along a bit guicker,
and he doex rush along a bit quicker. It
would be all right with dav labour f vou
had the same inspection as on a contract,
but that is not so, and you do not =t the
same value for your money. It is the same
in the Inswich workshops. You -#e first-
class mechanics going to the Ipswich w¢ rk-
shops, and when you ask them how they
are getting along, they sav, Oh, we are

getting along very well.”  When you ask

them how they do it, they say,  Well, there
is not a Government inspector standing over
us all day, and we can punch holes im iron
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where before we had to bore them and then
take a file and smooth them.” It is in the
finish of the work that the money is spent.
I would like the Government to awucertain
from outside sources, quite independent of
the Railway Department, whether this day-
labour system is what it is cracked up to
be. If it is not, we are entitled to knew
it. Both sides are entitled to know how
things stand in regard to it. I thank hoen.
members for their patient hearing, though
I have taken a little longer than I intended.

HoNOURABLE MEMEERS: No, 10!

Hon, W. STEPIIENS: T am very glad
indeed to have the Governor’s Speech in the
form in which it has been presented to us. I
believe Ministers will do their level best to
give us an honsst *“go,”’ but, if they svere
spending £2,000.000 a vear of their own
money on railways, I am satisficd there
would he some better supervision than there
1s to-day. I have much pleasure in seconding
the motion for the adoption of the Address
in Reply.

THoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

How, F. T. BRENTNALL: I beg to
move the adjournment of the debate.
Question put and passed.

The resumption of the debate was made
an Order of the Day for to-morrow.

ADJOURNMENT.

ItLness oF CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES.

Hox. A. H. BARLOW: I beg to mmove
that the Council do now adjourn. In doing
so, I would like to convey, with the per-
mission of hon. members, the sympathy of
the Council to the Chairman of Committees.

HoxouraBLE NEMBER: : Hear, hear!

Hon. A. H. BARLOW: I understand he
is in a very bad way, but I sincercly trust
he may take a turn for the better and
shortly be amongst us again.

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

How. A. H. BARLOW: It is no use going
on with the Address in Reply, because the
Governor will not be here to receive it, so
that I think it will be consulting the con-
venience of hon. members if we adicurn
to-morrow for a fortnight, until Ist July.

HoxouraBLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Question put and passed.

The Council adjourned at twenty-two
minutes to 5 o’clock.

Temporary Chasrmen.
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