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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

TUESDAY, 24 SEPTEMBER, 1912. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. W. D. Armstrong, 
.Lockyer) took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

MINES REGULATION ACT AMEND­
MENT BILL. 

ASSENT. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of 
a message from His Excellency the Go­
Ternor intimating his assent to thi& Bill. 

MARYBOROUGH ELECTION PETI1'ION. 
REPORT OF ELECTIONS TRIBUNAL. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of 
the following letter from tho Elections 

.. Judge:-
" Judges' Chambers, Supreme Court, 

" Brisbane, 23rd September, 1912. 
·" To the Honourable the Speaker of the 

Legislative Assembly of Queensland. 
" Mr. Speaker,-The petition of 

'Thomas Edward Thomas, Thomas John 
·O'Brien, and Thomas O'Brien, all of 
Maryborough, presented the second day 
of July last, complaining of the undue 
election and return of Edward Bernard 
Cresset Corser as a member to serve in 
the Legislative Assembly for the elec­
toral district of Maryborough and claim­
ing that it might be determi~ed that th._e 
said Edward Bernard Cresset Corser was 
not duly elected and returned, and. that 
the election and return of the said Ed­
ward Bernard Cresset Corser was null 
and void, and that William Mitchell, a 
candidate for election at the said elec­
tion, was duly elected and ought to have 
been returned to serve as member for 
the said electoral district in this present 
Parliament, was tried before the Elec­
-tions Tribunal on the tenth, eleventh 
twelfth, thirteenth, seventeenth, eigh~ 
teenth, nineteenth, twentieth, and twenty­
first days of September instant. 

" The assessors chosen by the parties 
and sworn were William Lennon, Her­
bert Freemont Hardacre, Donald Gunn 
Godfrey Morgan, John Payne, and 
Harry Frederick \Valker, members of 
the Legislative Assembly. 

"The tribunal determined. that the 
-election was void, and in accordance 
with that determination I declared the 
election void. 

" The assessors present were divided 
on the question of costs, and I, as Elec­
tions Judge, determined that the peti­
tio':ers and respondents should each pay 
thetr own costs, and that. the sum of one 
hundred pounds paid into court with 
the petition should be restored to the 
petitioners, and I ordered and directed 
accordingly. 

" All which I hereby certify. 
" A copy of the evidence given at the 

:trial accompanies this certificate. 
"C. E. CHUBB, Elections Judge." 

The PREMIER (Hon. D. F. Denham, 
Oxley): I move that the certificate of the 
Elections Judge declaring void the election 
of Edward Bernard Cresset Corser for the 
electoral district of Maryborough, be en­
tered in the journals of the House, and that 
the Speaker issue a writ for the election of a 
member to serve in this House for the said 
electoral district. 

Mr. RYAN: When is it proposed to hold 
the election? 

Question put and passed. 

The PREMIER: I move that the evidence 
taken in the case be printed. 

Question put and passed. 

QUESTIONS. 
AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORT. 

Mr. THEODORE (Chillagoe) asked the 
Treasurer, without notice-

" Can he give any idea to the House 
when we may expect the report of the 
Auditor-General for this year." 

The TREASURER (Hon. W. H. Barnes, 
Bulimba)-

" This is a question which should be 
properly put to the Chief Secretary. I 
feel sure if the question is put, the Chief 
Secr!.)tary will be able to answer it." 

Mr. THEODORE: In accordance with the 
suggestion, I ask the Chief Secretary the 
question. 

The PREMIER : Anticipating such an in­
quiry, I wrote to the Auditor-General on 
Thursday last, and have a reply to the effect 
that it will be in a f01:tnight from that date. 

INCREASED COST OF LIVING. 
Mr. FOLEY (Mundingburra} for Mr. 

Adamson, asked the Chief Secretary-
" 1. Seeing that the report of the 

commission on the cost of living in New 
Zealand states that the Merchants' 
Association by the mutual agreem('lnts 
arranged by th,• members of that associa- · 
tion, and by articles being sold under 
weight, have increased the cost of living 
in the Dominion, will he, now, institute 
an inquiry into the causes of the in­
creased cost of living in Queensland, and 
also into the doings of the Traders' 
Associations in this State? 

" 2. Seeing that the same commission 
reports that rents are exorbitantly high 
because of the actions of land &pecula­
tors and the agreements arranged by 
those who trade in building materials, 
will he, now, advise the Government to 
purchase suitable areas of land in or 
within reasonable distance from our 
cities and towns, -with the view of pro­
viding land at moderate prices for those 
who wish to build houses for themselves; 
further, will he, now, advise the Govern­
ment to establish State sawmills to coun­
teract the powers of the timber rings in 
this State in raising the price of timber 
for house-building purposes?" 

The PREMIER replied-
« I have nothing to add to the an­

swers I gave to these questions when put 
in another form by the hon. member on 
the 20th of last month." 
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STATISTirs OF LATE LoAN. 

Mr. HUXHAM (Buranda) asked the 
Treasurer-

" 1. What is the net amount realised 
on the last £2,000,000 loan raised in 
London? 

"2. What were the respective amounts 
taken up-(a) By the upderwriters · (b) 
by the general public? ' 
. " 3. What were the conditions govern­
'~g'_ the underwriting, and do the con­
ditwns ~ender it obligatory for the 
un.derwriters to take up the loan at the 
pnce fixed by the Government? 

" 4. WJ.lat are the rates of brokerage 
~r co'!'m1sswn, etc., charged by the un­
aerwrrtf,rs? 

" 5. Are there charges on the loan 
ot~er than th~ above; if so-{ a) To whom 
pa~d; (b) for what services; (c) the rate 
pard; (d) the amount paid?" 

The TREASURER replied-
" 1. Approximately £1,870,000. No 

account sales are yet to hand. 
"2. (a) 89 per cent.; (b) 11 per cent. 
" 3. The underwriters guarantee the 

full a'!'ount of the loan at the is<.ue 
pnc"-m tlus mstance £96 per cent., and 
take up the balanc() not applied for by 
the general public. 

"4. "Gnderwriting charges, £1 5s. per 
cent." 

"5.-

(a) (b) (e) (d) 

Bank of Eng- For performing all 
Per cPnt. £ 

5s. Od. 5,000 lana the duties involved 
in placing the loan 

Commi.~sioners 
on the market 

Stamp duty ... 12s. Cd. 12,500 of Inland 
Revenue 

Brokm·s Brokerage 5•. Od. } Not yet Newspapers.&'C. Advertising;&c. known 

MALANDA-JiiliLLAA Th1ILLAA RAILV.AY ExTENSION. 

Mr. GILLIES (Eacham) asked the Secre-
tary for Railways- · 

".As the C_abir:et have departed from 
th.err determmatrm:, and are going on 
wrth the constructror; of the. Cloncurry­
Mount quthbert Rarlway, wrll he urge 
the Cabme.t to d<; likewise with the 
Malanda-Mrllaa Mrllaa extension and 
thereby save some hundreds of bo,.;a fide 
settlers from utter ruination?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\'L\YS 
(Hon. W. T. P11.get, Mackay) J:eplied-

. " The hon. member is basing his ques­
tron upon an assumption which is in­
correct .. '' 

LOCAL AUTHORITIES ACTS AMEND­
MENT BILL. 

INITIATION. 

On the motion of the HOME SECRE­
TARY (Hon. J. G. Appel, Albert) it was 
rf!solved- ' ' 

. " That the House will, at its next sit­
tmg, resolve itsel.f into a Committee of 
the \Vhole to consrder of the desirableness 

of introducing a Bill to amend the Local 
Authorities Acts, 1902-1910, the Gran­
ville and Burnett Btidges Act of 1889, 
and the Steam Rollers Regulation Act of 
1892, and to repeal the Soage Carriages 
Act of 1835, certain s0ctiuns of the Car­
riers Act of 1866, and the Carriers .Act 
of 1866 Am<Jndment Aut." 

PAPER . 
The following paper, laid on the table, 

was ordered to be printed :-
Additional rc;gulation for examination 

oi candidates for admission to the 
cla,-,siflca cl.ivisions of the public ser­
vice. 

SUPPLY. 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT-DEBA~E IN 

CmrMITTEE. 

(1llr. J. Stadc.rt, Logan, in the chair.) 
Question-That there be granted to His 

Mai<=·,ty, for the serviC•'' of the year 1912-13, 
a sum not exceeding £300, to defray the 
salary of the aide-Je-c,amp to His Excellency 
the Governor-statEd. 

Mr. RYAN (Barcoo), who \\as received 
with Opposition "Hear, hears!" said: Since 
the Committee L1st met, I have had the 
opportunity of going through the somewhat 
volu1ninous L~i)runlt:.nts ·which \Vere presented 
to us when the Treasurer read his Financial 
Statement to the Committee, and moved the 
motion which is no\\T before the Committee. 
I regmt that hon. members, in discussing the 
Financial Statiment, had not the oppor­
tunity of first perusing the Auditor-General's 
report. I know there are difficulties in that 
respect, and I believe these difficulties are 
not confined to Queensland only-I believe 
they are experienced in other States. Bu~ 
certain suggestions were made in the 
Auditor-General's report of last year, and I 
think it i' fitting that in addressing myself 
to the motion now before the Committee I 
should draw the attention of the Committee 
to the suggestions there made, which have 
not been carried out. The Auditor-General. 
is an officer of Parliament. Parliament 
naturally looks to the Auditor-General for 
suggestions as to improvements that the 
House will see carried out. I particularly 
refer to the suggestion made in the Auditor­
General's report last :lear, where he says--

" 6. As the various Audit Acts are silent 
on the question, it is, in my opinion, a 
matter of financial poljcy for the Govern­
ment to determine whether the Honour­
able the Treasurer should, at the close 
of a prosperous year-

(a) Anticipate and pass through the 
Treasury books such sums as have been 
actually paid awa;v during June in all 
parts of the State, and thereby 
strengthen what may be an ensuiwg 
weak year's revenue; or 

(b) By ignoring th,'se outstandin~r 
liabilities be compelled to transfer a 
larger surplus from consolidated 
revenue to the public debt reduction 
fund-as provided for in section 2 of 
the Audit Act Amendment Act of 
1895. 

"7. I have suggested to the Go­
vernment an amendment of the Audit 
Act so as to require the Treasury 
books to be finally closed on the 



Supply. [24 SEPTEMBER.] s~~pply. 1225 

30th June of each year, leaving any 
out.standing expenditure to be charged 
to the appropriation for suuh out­
standings on the next year's Estimates, 
but, so far, I have not seen any sign of 
the suggestion being adopted. It would 
certainly simplify the TreE3ury bookkeep­
ing, and also would assist· honoumble 
members in arriYing at what had ::cctually 
been charged to each year's appropria­
tion-at pn~,cnt a somev, hat difficult 
matter for anyone not conversant with 
the exi,ting system." 

I have previously referred during the present 
sel:l~,Jion to this matter, and the Treasurer 
then said, I think, that the matter would be 
looked into; but, so far, I shall content 
myself by again drawing the attention of 
the Government to th,c suggestion contained 
here, in the hop~ that whoever follows me, 
or somp cpeaker on the front Treasury bench, 
will deal with the mattn· I have now raised. 
A perusal of the Financial Statement shows 
certain hch, which I think ill b" clear 
and obvious to evcr~·one with regard to the 
expenditure whi('h the Government have 
made during last year, and the expendi­
ture that they propose during thP current 
year. Now, an examination of the figures 
and the table' ohow me that from loan fund 
last finco,ncial year tlwre 'vas .pent a sum of 
£1,995,301. During this :vear the expendi­
ture is estimated at £3,324,248 a rise of 
£1,328,947. I find that in expen'diture from 
revenue there h~ s been an increase of 
£650,956. Adding the two together, the total 
expenditure from revenue and loan this year 
will be £9,289,940. And the estimates for 
next year show a proposed expenditure from 
revenue of £6,262,633, and from loan of 
£2,835.250, No doubt there is a proposed 
reduction of expenditure from loan fund 
there, but during_ this year, in March last, 
the Government Will have to make repayment 
of £1,000,000 borrowed from the Common­
wea}th Government, and there are £600,000 
fallmg due in Treasury bills in January 
next, so the total amount te> be paid in the 
current year will be £10,697,883. 

Mr. FoRS"i.rH: You have missed the half 
of it. 

Mr. RYAN: It is obvious that there is 
to be a large increase in expenditure, or in 
money paid awa,- by the State over the 
amount paid away last year. 

Mr. FoRSYTH: There ,is the loan of 
£1,400,000 odd to be met. 

Mr. RYAN: 1\o doubt the han. gentle­
man will deliver a very scathing criticism 
of the statement. Judging by his inter­
jections, they will be even more severe than 
my remarks. I notice that the interest on 
the public debt in 1911-12 was £1,724,304; for 
1912-13 it is estimated that it will be 
£1,869,830, or a jump up in the interest bill 
of £145,526. These figures are very striking, 
and they are figures that will make, not only 
members of this Committee, but also the 
electors of Queensland, think very deeply. 
I do not think the Government have given 
that consideration to the matter of finance 
which they should have given to that im­
portant matter. If the Government had not 
received that £1,000,000 from the Common­
wealth Government in March last they would 
have been £338,000 behind at the end of 
June. That £1,000,000 was really a godsend 
to the Government. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: They would have 
obtained it elsewhere. 

Mr. RYAN: If they had got ic elsewhcre, 
it would have be'm in such a wa:· that the 
,d1ole of the public would have seen the 
nosition. But they were m.able to do so, as 
\vas proved by th" lr gielation btought do':vn 
when we first met, ;:3 was proved he the Bill 
sent home on the 7th June. It wa- proved 
that the limit of inl,rest would require to be 
raised from 3~ per cent. to 4 per cent. to 
en; ble th~m to raisB th.-, money. Fortun­
at:ly, ho\\evcr, 1\Ir. Fishtt steppe,} in

1 
an~ 

oilere,:l the Go,·nm;:ent £1,08~,0('0 ,,t 3, per 
cent.,, and v, '" have only to examine the 
Findlcial Sta'ement to scu what a godsend 
it ,,,as to the State o£ Queensland. But 
while it v, _,,, a g:oc'w'J.d then, it lJOlUSt not J;le 
forgc~ten that It has to be pard back m 
March next. 

Mr. :'.iURPciY: And we cannot flo&: another 
loan to rf'I\,ny it. 

Mr. RY ~\N: So much ihe -,Torso for 
Queensland. This statem,mt. is pc,rticu~arly 
silent ad to how this money 1s to be rarsed. 
There is an estimat~ of \~rtain r.dvenue, but 
\'/here is the loan money to come from?_ I 
contend that the Treasurer has utterly f ::-rled 
to suf. e;cst how t hid rnoney is to be provide~. 
He doc,, so with regard to the £600,000 m 
Treaaury bills.; he says. the Goverr:ment are 
goino- to ask the snnchon of Parliament to 
raise':. the in~or0st on them from 3~ per cent. 
to 4 per cent., in the hope of indu~ing those 
who now hold those Tn:>sury buL to re­
invest. It mav be that if the Gm·ernme;1t 
get that authoricy the present hold~rs wrll 
take them up; but what about--

The TRr \Sl-RER: You have overlooked the 
fact tha+ applications are always being made. 

Mr. RYAN: I am going to refer to that in 
another way. That only refers _to ti:e 
£600,000, if the Government succeed m therr 
desiro; but what about the £1,000,000 lent 
by the Commonwealth? . 'What about the 
£2,835,250 they are p;·oposmg to spend from 
loan fund? And with regard to revenue, 
there is an estimated r<'venue of £6,268,302, 
and an estimate of expenditure from that 
amount of £6,262,633. If the policy of con­
tinuinrr the conetruction of lines passed by 
Parlia'l;,ent is not proceeded with, it is op~n 
to verv grave douht if the Government ~viii 
be ablo to raise this revenue at all, p~rtw~­
larly from railway J. Last year, In hrs 
Financia,l Stat' 'lleni. th<> Hon. the Treasurer 
-overestin1ated th0 revenue from r,~,ilways by 
£15,071. 

The TREASURER : It was not very n1uch, 
surely. 

Mr. RYAN: It was not very much; it was 
£15,071. 

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER : Tho strike was 
responsible for it. 

Mr. RYAN : The strike was not responsible, 
for that. A great deal of the revenue dr!'wn 
from the railways has come (rom the carF_Iage 
of material for the con,tructron of ne_w lmes,, 
Take the Blackall-Windorah extensiOn, for 
insLmce. There is the carriage of sleepers, 
from Clermont. 

The PREMIER : The Commissioner has, 
estimated tho whole of that in his revenue. 

Mi·. RYAN : But guppose the construction 
of these lineq is stopped. 

The PRElliER : They are not going to be, 
stopped. 

Mr. RYAN: I propose to deal 'with that 
later on, e,nd members on that side will agree 
with me that the Government have broken 
faith in regard to their railway policy and 

M1·. Ryan-.] 
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deceived the electors. There are members 
on the other sic!B who were returned to sup­
port the Government on account of promises 
to proceed with certain lines; and as soon 
as they got in they stopped those lines. I 
propose to deal more fuliy with that matter 
at a later stage, and I trust there will be 
some honest critici:"m from the other side 
with regard to the Government's breach of 
faith in regard to the matter. I regret that 
there is only one hour allowed for discuss­
mg an important statement of this kind, and 
I propose to dectl as briefly as I ( an with 
some of thB matters referred to bv the 
Treasurer. I propose to take them 1n the 
,{)rdcr in which the hon. gen+leman took 
them. He deals firsb with the Savings Banks 
and he shows on page 6 of the Statement 
that from 1902-3 up till the present time there 
has been an increase in the number of de­
positors and in the amount deposited. He 
says-

" The number of depositors had in­
creased in 191~-12 to. 139,091 persons, the 
amounts to theu credit being £7,342,811, an 
average of £52 15s. 9d. for each depositor 
the year 1911-12 showing an increase of 
?4 per cent. in depositors and 95 per cent. 
m the amount of deposits over the year 
1902-3. Truly this comparison discioses 
the highly satisfactory financial position 
of a large number of our people." 

With all due respect to the hen. gentleman 
I say It proves no such thing. Since the 

year refBrred to, tho amount which de­
positors may place in the Savings Bank at 
,mterest has been increased to £500, and a 
large number of offices have bz,en opened. 
Why? 

The TREASURER: To try to block the 
friends with whom you are associated. 

Mr. RYAN: I am glad the hen. gentle­
man has made that admission. If the hen. 
gentlehmn had not been moved by the action 
of the Commonwealth, would he have done 
his duty? The hen. gentleman ha,, been 
candi.d in making the admission he just made, 
but If . the people understand the position 
they Will thank the_ Commonwealth Govern­
ment for having driven him to do a duty 
which he ought to have done long ago. 

The TREASURER : That is not correct. 

Mr. RYAN : The wsted interests of the 
other banks prevented the State Savings 
Bank from taking action long ago; and but 
for the action of the Commonwealth Govern-

ment the State Savings Bank 
[4 p.m.] would not now be receiving de-

posits up to £500, and offices 
could not lbtVe been opEmed in places where. 
they have' since been opened, and, instead of 
there having been an encroachment by the 
Commonwealth Government in this matter 
it has oocm a ee,se of the Commonwealth Go: 
vernment stirring up th~ State Government 
to do their duty. I am sorry to say that 
the only motivG that the hon. gentleman can 
give this afternoon for doing his plain duty 
to the people of Queensland-the only motive 
he can suggest is that he wanted to block the 
National Parliament of Australia. 

The TREASURER : No. They wanted to 
kick us out and see us stranded, but we were 
too smart for them. (Opposition laughtPr.) 

. Mr. RY A;'\1' : The hen. gentleman is begin­
nmg to feel warm, because I am bringing 
hnm'l some home thrusts. As my time is 
'SLort I must prooeed on to the next matter. 
'The n«"'<t question mentioned in the State-

[Nr. Ryr;tn. 

ment is that of land settlement. The ~­
vernrnent cono-ratuL1.te thernselves on the 
progre.,s that has been m.ade _in Ian~ settle­
ment. I ha ye no hesitatiOn m saymg that 
the ~vernment are greatly to blame for 
not proceeding faster with land settlement 
than they are doing. 

OPPOSITION MEMllERS: Hear, hear ! 

::\Ir. RYAN : If you go through the 'V';" es­
tern parts of Que£nsland, from the New 
South Wale:,; border to the Gulf of Carpen­
taria, you will find throughout the whole 
district that there is a keen demancl for 
land. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. RY AX: There is a kf'on demand for 
land from natives of Queensland-from sons 
of the soil and those who come there f:om 
the other Statec,, and there is not suffiCient 
land available for them. (Hear, hea:r !) 
They cannot get tho land that they reqmre. 

Jlilr. HAMILTON: Nor one-tenth of it. 

Mr. RYAN: Nor one-tenth of it, as my 
colleague says. There is "':'other. important 
question in connection with this matt;er. 
vVhen I went through my elector:ate duru~g 
the election I asked the electors If they did 
not oolieve in the GovernmPnt land policy 
then thev should send me back with a bigger 
majority, and a substantially bigger 
majority, than I had before, oooause I 
pointed out that if they did not do that 
t.hen the Government would turn round .and 
say "Your own electors do not believe 
wh~t you say on this land question." The 
result of the election was that I got ,a bigger 
majority than ever. The people in my 
electorate considered that the Government 
was not doing its duty with regard to land 
settlement, and the opinion of my electors 
is the opinion of every electorate repre­
sented by a Western man in Queensland. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. RYAN: It is not only the vVestern 
electorates that hold these opinions, but thf'y 
are hel-d by other dBctorates as well. We 
have buggested to the Government that they 
should survey resumptions before they fall 
in, so that as soon ae tlwy fall in they could 
be made available for selection. But inst<~ad 
of doing- that the Governm~nt do not even 
survey the resumptions after they have fall :en 
in and there i" a lono- delav. If you wnte 
to' the Lands Departm';;nt, w~hich i,, presid&d 
over bY the Minister for Lands, you get re­
plies to the effect that surveyors m·e not 
available. I rem<<mber that the hen. mem­
ber for Town5ville, who is not in the House 
at present, used to say that where there was 
monev there should be surveyors, and he 
said that the Gov,'rnment shoul-d not hesi­
tate to snend mone' in order to get sur­
veyors. 'rhe hon. member for Townsvill& 
pointed out, and other hon. members pointed 
out that the Malav States were rc.ally tak­
ing' the surveyors from Quef'nsland bec.:tuse 
the,,· ofierBd good salaries, and if the Queens­
Ian~ Government offered good salaries they 
could get surveyors, .and if they genuinely 
made for throwing- open land for settlement 
there would be far more land settlement 
than there is •at present . 

Mr. \VIENHOLT: How can you survey land 
before it is resumed ? 

Mr. ;RYAN: They know what land they 
are gomg to resume, and they can proceed 
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with the> survey of it before it actually falls 
in. It would preV<nt the delay in land 
-settlement that now obtains. 

Mr. HAMIULON : Th,, Act ailows it to be 
done. 

Mr. RYAN : There 1s •an important 
matter I desire to refer to in this connec­
tion, and that is that in many cases that 
land is thrown open and a great many of 
thos.~ desirous of taking up land have not 
got thB opportunity given them of doing 
so. An instance happened at Wind,Jl'nh 
where land was thrown open to selei•tion. 
A large number intended fo apply for por­
tions, and they went out with cheques which 
they were told would be accept-ed, but which 
would afterwards have been refused. 

Mr. MACHOS~ AN : That is not true·. 

Mr. RYAN: It is true. 

Mr. MACROSSAN: I was m the case myself. 

Mr. RYA='J: So was I in the ca•e. 
Mr. MACROSSAK: I got the finding of the 

judge in my favour, at any rate. 

Mr. RYAN: Let ill<' toll hon. members 
here what the finding of the judge was in 
that matter. I refer to it here because I 
wish to know if the Government are going 
to carry out the recomm0ndation made by 
the judge on that occasion. The judge of 
the land court was Mr. Heeney, and he pre­
sided over the cases that were heard there. 
He said that he would recommend that in 
.any future proclamation it should be" stated 
whether cheques would be accepted or not. 
I b_ring up that matter for the purpose of 
. askmg whether the Government will aonvept 
the recommendation thrown out bY the 
jud.ge of the Land Court. I think it i"s only 
right that it should be stat-ed whether cash 
01' cheques will be accepted. I can assure 
han. gentlemen on the front Treasury bench 
that there is a strong feeling in the 'tVestern 
country on this matter, because cheques are 
sometimes aocepted and som<Jtimes they are 
not. 

Mr. PAYKE: I never kn<'W cheques to be 
refused, except on this occasion-never. 

. Mr. RYAN: To pass on to the mining 
mdustry, I notice that th0 Treasurer Fays 
here-

"The . ff'atur,"s tha! latt,:erly have 
charactcrrsed the mmmg industry Te­
main u~-'dtered." 

Th~t is not mu;c.h of. a sign o£ progress. 
Evidently the po,ICy or the GovBrnment has 
not do~e much to stimulate the mining in­
-duotry m Queensland. 

Mr. O'SuLLIVAN: They have started it. 

Mr. RYAN : I proceed with that passing 
remark to the pastoral industry. With re­
ga;d to the pastoral industry, the Minister 
pomts out, amongst other things that the 
number of cattlo in this State have' decreased. 
Thera is a sentence here that particularly 
caught my eye when I was reading through 
the Statement. It will be found on page 11 
.and I would like to quote it- ' 

"On 1st January last the State held. 
618,954 horses, an increase of 4. 23 per 
cent. over the year before ; of sheep, 
20,740,981, the addition equalling 2.01 per 
cent. only; while our cattle diminished 
to 5,073,201, a proportionate reduction of 
1.14 per cent. Pigs, on the other h1md, 
were added to by 14.25 per cent., the 

numbPr being 173,802; and it would seem 
that this profitable stock is now rece!v­
ing more attention than formerly. With 
these figurn and the opinion expressed 
by some that the meatworks are not able 
to handle the available output, the opera­
tions in that respect will be interesting." 

It is the last three lines that I d.esire to 
draw attention to-

" ·with these figures and the opinion 
expressed by some that the m>:atworks 
are not able to handle the available out­
put, the operations in that respect will 
be interesting." 

What do those lines refer to? Do they refer 
to the fact that the American meat trust is 
about to start work in Queensland? The 
Treasurer need not laugh. 

The TREASURER : I wondered what you 
were straining at. 

Mr. RYAN: The Statement says that the 
opinion is expressed that the meatworks are 
not able to handle the available output. Are 

. they friends of the American muat combine 
to express that opinion? 

Mr. TROUT: A number of squatters have 
said. so themselves. 

Mr. RYAN: Does the hon. member for 
Enoggera favour tho American meat trust? 

Mr. TROUT: I am not talking· about the" 
American meat trust at all. 

Mr. RYAN : Tlie hon. member interjected, 
and I would like to know what his views 
are with regard to the American meat com­
bine . 

The TREASURER : Is there not a Meat Com­
mission sitting just now? 

Mr. RYAN : There is a Meat Commission 
sitting just now, and I dare say that ~he 
hon. gentleman will not take much ~ot_we 
of the recommendations of the commission 
unleso they are in favour of the establish­
ment of the meat trust. That is a question 
that should engage the attention of this 
House and the pPople of Australia ge~erall:y, 
especially when we find not only m th1s 
State, but in other States, that there are 
motions introduced to try to prevent the 
American meat trust from getting a firm 
hold in Australia. Yet we have no refer­
ence to that matter in this Statement, al­
though it is a proper place for us to look: 
for such a referenc"l in dealing with the 
matter of meatworks. It shows that the 
Government aro not aware of the apprehen­
sion that exists in the minds of the people 
of Queensland on the matter. The Govern­
ment are silent on this matter, and clearly 
from thflir silence I can only come to one 
conclusion, and that is, that the han. gentle­
men on the front Treasury bench plainly 
want the meat trust established here. The 
Government may have very good reasons f'?r 
wishing that. Their reasons may b~ vahd 
and good, and it may be a goocl thmg for 
Queensland, and I will be satisfi~? if the" 
people of Queensland know what at,Jtud.e the 
Government is taking in regard to that mat­
ter. The next subject we come to is. that of 
agriculture. In looking at the AgriCultural 
Department we would expect to see SOJ:!le­
thing showino- that the State was mak1_ng 
some advance~ We have ha.d criticisms whwh 
have been made from this side of the House 
by the hon. member for Maranoa and othe_rs, 
.and if those criticisms had be<m taken notloa 

Mr. Ryan.] 
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of and IcJelr suggc stions carried out in the 
pavt, th•cn the agricuitural industry m 
Quc·msland y•·ould. be flouri_.;hing. 

~h0. Trn::_\SURER: You are expert agricul­
tur --ts uvc. ~· there. 

Mr. RY \._:\;: \Ve are not all export. I 
was rdorrin;_; to the hon. m"mber for Mara­
noa, and to tho hon. member l'or E.tcham, 
and others. At all evm;ts, they are practi­
cal men, and it is the criticisms .:tnd sugges­
tion, of pr:tcticul In en that I now refer to. 
I s 1y that if the~-· su;;gestions had bw, n car­
ried oclt th•1 agricultural industr," in Queens­
land would h •. we prospered, but inetead of 
that, what dci we find" We find, that there 
was a reduction in the total area under cul­
tivation in 1911 of 15,026 acres as compared 
with the previous year. Just fancy a falling 
off in the area under ce1ltivation, and what 
compenuting advantage does the hon. gen­
tleman take refuge in in this Statement. He 
points out here that there was a falling off 
in the total acr••age e•1ltivated, but he points 
out that th2rc has been an incr0ase in the 
nun1L,.~r of pumpirins and melons that wr·:re 
grown during thr· year. (L"'ughtor.) H0 also 
poinb out thc,t the price of potatoes has 
gone up, and i.e likely to continue to do so. 

::\fr. HA~HLTON : Irish blight. 
Mr. RYAN: Probably cauLed. by the Irish 

blight. 
The TFI"A'·URER: You laugh at the pro­

duc.~r, an,; you laugh at the pumpkins that 
are pro.luccd, bctc I nn tdl you that pump­
kins are _--., Vt->.!.'" valuable asset so far as 
Queensland is \~ncerncd. 

Mr. RYAN: I do not de,eire tc la.ugh at 
the pumpkins and melons at all, but I desire 
to point out that tho total acreage nnd.er 
cultivation last year was 15,000 acres less 
than the previous year, and what compen­
aating ad\antag-e ha,-e we for that? What 
remains to compcm.<ate for that? The 
Treasurer points out that the number of 
pumpkins and. melons have increased, and the 
price of potatoes has gone up. We quite 
understand that the Treasurer is in a posi­
tion to know th;.t the price of potatoes has 
gono up, and he is also in a position to 
know, a" a middleman, the same as some 
other han. members over there, that th8V 
are likely to h·ep up the price of potatoes.· 

The TREASURER: That is not worthy of the 
hon. member. 

Mr. RYAN: It is an interesting piece of 
information to get, but I refer to it more to 
3how that the hqn. gentleman has not grap­
pled with the subject as he ought to have 
done. 

The TREAS'CPER: You know nothing about it. 

Mr. RYAN : I know a very good deal 
about it. I know that that sort of informa­
tion put before the people of Queensland is 
not going to convince th0m that the Go­
vernment i~. doing anything to encourage 
agriculture in this State. 

The TREASURER: What about the increase 
in the fruit growing? 

Mr. RYAN: I am very pleased to see the 
increase in tho fruitgrowing, but the Go­
vernment should ac1opt a proper policy in 
regard to "o;riculture, and have an increase 
in agriculture as well as in the production 
of fruit. There is not one word of sugges­
tion as to how the agricultural industry in 
Queensland is going to be improved. 

Mr. BoOKER : Your part~- are going to re­
duce the area und<>r cultivation next year. 

[.ilfr. Ryan. 

Mr. RYAN: The hon. gentleman is mak­
ing a mistake therP. Hm":' d0.·; t!1e h!'m. 
gentlem.tn make out that this party. 1s gomg 
to reduce the area under c ultivatwn next 
yoar? 

1 Th1r. BOOKER: In the sugar inr'c·ktry. Tnere 
will be a seriou'3 re,-Iuction in tho area next 
year. 

(OPPOSITIO~ ME:,'BERS dissenting.) 
Mr. O'SuLLIVAN: It is the black labour 

cry all over again. 
Mr. RYAN: There is a reference in the' 

Statement to the sugar industry, and per­
hans I had better quote it-

~ " The position in the area devote:J. to 
sugar-c.-:tne i·-, one of g~·eat nnccda1nt:y, 
and there are signs that, unle3s there IS 
<-.trlv alleviation the conJitions imposed 
upoll tL,_• indus.:;y, if no sati:·fhctory set­
off i~ given, will 80 far nff~·-;-t the t'·am­
paign of 1913 that the production o, -.ugar 
in this State will be far below the re­
quirements of Australia,. and that "many 
areas now und.er c-~tne will be devoced to 
other products." 

What is all this trouble about? The trouble 
of paying lr:. an hour to tho. c persons wl~o 
work in the canefields. The han. members 
for Chillagoe and Herbert have a.lre.::dy 
pointed out that v-e favour the equahsatwn 
of the bounty and excise, and I trust tha.t 
that amendment will be brought about. 
There are however certain hon. niOmbers­
who have' introduc~d this matter here in 
order to gain some political capital, and in 
order to prejudice people against the Com­
monwealth Government. I note that there 
are to be increases in the salaries of cer­
tain public servants, principally in the 
salaries of members of the Police Force, and 
I may say right here that this party for 
years has advocated increases to ~he. rank 
and file of the Police Force, and It lS not 
going to alter that attitude now. . We are 
very pleased to see that those Increases 
have been granted to the rank a_nd file. But 
there is one increase I would hke to refer 
to and that is the one in the salary of the 
C~mmissioner for Police from £800 to­
£1,000. And are there not some allow­
ances? 

The TREASURER : You say you know all 
about it. 

Mr. RYAN: I can certainly see from the 
Estimates themselves that there is to be 
an increase from £800 to £1,000. This, to· 
my mind has a sort of political significance, 
and I sh~ll have the opportunity of d_ealing 
with that when these particular Estimates 
are before the House. I only desire to say, 
in the meantime that I do not approve of 
that particular 'increase, espe?ially. under 
the circumstances under whiCh It was. 
granted. It was granted, I suppose, as a 
sort of reward for services rendered against 
the workers of this State, particularly in 
the metropolitan area. 

The TREASURER: Should you not say for 
the protection of the workers of the State? 

Mr,. RYAN: The hon. gentleman tries to­
pose as a humorist. There is a statement 
made here that has caught my eye, and 
which also caught my ear when the hon. 
member was reading his Financial State-. 
ment; it was that hon. members would 
note from the study of the Esti.mates t!'at 
increases throughout the pubhc ~ernce, 
with the exception of those for police offi­
cers, were limited to those in receipt of a.. 
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salary of less than £400 per annum. I ask 
if that is correct ? 

The PREMIER : Yes. 
Mr. RYAN: Those increases are only pro­

vided for officers who receive less than ±:400 
per annum, with the exception of the police. 
That is a plain statement, and hon. members 
are in vi ted to study the details of the Esti­
mates. Hon. members reading that would 
take it for granted that no public servant 
receiving £400 per annum or over, with the 
exception of the police, has had his salary 
increased. 

The TREASURER : Quite correct. 
M~. RYAN: I would like information 

then as to certain items. First, there is 
the Commissioner for Railways. I s~e by 
tho schBdulc that thB amount r*'quired for 
this year is £2,000, against £1,750 last year. 

The PREMIER : A contract entered into 
many months ago. 

Mr. RYAN: The only chance we have of 
knowing anything about these contracts is 
when they come up before us in connection 
with the Estimates. Then there is the 
medioal superintendent at Goodna, whose 
salary has been increased from £800 to 
£1,000. 

The PREMIER : A further three years with 
increased allowances. 

Mr. RYAN: Is h!l not an officer receiving 
over £400? Let us take another case. I see 
tho superintendent of St. Helena is increased 
from £450 to £500. Was that a contract 
entered into some months ago? 

The PREMIER: It might have been. 
Mr. RYAN: The Deputy Surveyor­

General, I see, ha" been increased from 
£475 to £500. 

The PREMIER : 
Mr. RYAN: 

examples. . 

From about January last. 
I only mention these as 

The PREMIER: Capable of most complete 
ans'' ,~rs-.evory one of them. 

Mr. RYAN: Will the hon. gentleman 
a11swer this? Can hon. members, by study­
ing the details of the Estimates, find all 
that out? 

The PREMIER : Yes. 
Mr. RYAN: \Vher0? The Treasurer said 

that hon. members would note from a study 
of the details of the Estimates that in­
creases, with the exception of some granted 
to the police, had not been given to officers 
receiving over £400 per annum. \Vill the 
han. gentleman tell me where I can find 
paJ:ticulars of all these secret arrangeme11ts 
entered into some months ago? 

The PREMIER: You will get the informa­
tion when the Estimates are on. 

Mr. RYAN: I am not necessarily criticis­
ing those Estimates; bv_t I a.m criticising 
the fact that we are told that only men 
under £400. are getting increases, when such 
is not the case. AI.ld other members of the 
public will also want to know why other 
officers of the service in receipt of over £400 
per annum should not also have received in­
c:reases. I shall be interested to hear the 
explanation the Hon. the Chief Secretary 
will give of this matter when he rises to 
deal with it. I think I have shown that the 
Statement is a misleading one, not 011ly mis­
leading to the Committee, but to the whole 
public service. 

The PREMIER: Not at all. 
Mr. RYAN: I propose now to deal with 

-what I consider a more important matter, 

and that is the question of J:ailway constJ:UC­
tion and railway policy. On the 31st .:[u}y 
last, the Chief Secretary made a Mmis­
terial statement in this House on the sub­
ject of rail way constructioJ:l. I do not 
desire to read the whole of the statement, 
but I desire to have it incorporated in my 
remarks. Therefore, I would like to know 
if it will be taken as read? 

The PREMIER : You are perfectly welcome, 
so far as I am concerned. 

Mr. RYAN: I desire to have it taken as 
read. 

Mr. MURPHY: You will not get it into 
Hansard if it is not read. 

The CHAIRMAN : Is it tl10 pleasure or 
the CommittEe that the statement be taken 
as rpad? 

HONOURABLE :i\IE>IBERS: Hear, ·hear! 
"MINISTERIAL STATEMENT RE RAILWAY 

C'ONSTRcCTION. 
" The PREMIER : I think it desir­

abl<>, with the permission of the Hou·c.:., 
that the following information should be 
o-iven to the Parliament and the country 
~especting the situation in regard. to the 
railway construction works now m pro­
gress :-On the last day of the last finan­
cial y<:>ar nineteen differ·ent rail ways 
were in course of construction, represent­
ing a total of 524 miles, at an estimated 
cost of £1,968,547, of which £1,242,651 
had alre·ady been ·expended. Since that 
date, one of those lines, that :from 
Allora to Goomburra, has been completed 
and opened, and the fir.st section of 
another, that from Malbon to '·)ulieman's 
Creek, brou',l;ht so near to completion that 
large quantitiH of goods are carried by 
railwav between Mal bon and the Duchf'•·s. 
£725,896 will be needed to complete the 
eighteen lines now in course of construc­
tion. These eighteen' line>, on which 
about 3,500 men are emplo;ved, .are--

"" ~~ ~~~~~~ 
tn §c §~~~ 
§ ~~ 1~0r~ 
H ~ __ I_::_ __ 

----·----111Iles.i- £ j £ 

Benarkin iJ Yarraman 115 I &3,098 5,615 

Oak""y to Oooyar . 38 1 7,266 4.3;'3 
Th<>llon to Dir1anbandi 4 I 97,9;){) I ~/j.J'O 

l\IIles to 11m'rJm (first 4t 1:36 ""Q' 3,Lil 
SP!'tl011) I _ ',4 <> 

Woodford to K1Iroy .. 17 91,7°1 
Ke~ftnn to Imbp.l 2·1 'I 161,5-JJ 
Gayndnb to \Inud·lbbc:ra 23 116,0,2 
Cordalba. to nan d'nil ... 31 1.·1,~:r5 
31ottnt }Iorc~n to D,,w- 67 ! 2n,3J,3 

son 

(),6~7 
5,018 
4,0~0 
s,cD3 

Gr: ,;: JVes-!- rn RaE- 29!} 1,220,8 (!1 1 4,QE;3 
1tay S heme ~-- ---~-1----

1\' .. allal tn Toh r:norv .. 40 1 ,),1 , 1 1

1

1 

2,~00 
BlackaJI to Wmflornh 11) 112 ' ·1 2 .. ,4) 

Mal bon t 1 Sulieman's 00 If J, ' I 3,000 
O.e'k ----- ----

121 320,5' ~ 2,649 

3~01 th C ~ast Railway ---·.~---~~~-----Sc/u.!H". 
Roc~:r~pton, north- 22 

1 
99,814 I •l, oo7 

Mackav. southward . .. 21 I' 95,J35 1 4,600 
Bobawaba to Burdekin I7 61,8:)0 I 8 600 
Burdekin to Ayr ... 5 I 18.:13•1 , 3,800 
Townsville to near r'lrd- 25 102,0'\1) I 4,000 

well I I 
Eabinda, southward ... 5 I 30 010 : G 000 

Grard Total ~j~~~.=f~ 
It is proposed to concentrate our efforts 

M-r . .Ryan.U 
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on the lines of railways just enumerated 
completmg and turning them int~ 
revenue-producing concerns before we 
comn:ence the co_nstruction of any of the 
ten hnes authonsed by Parliament last 
year. Those ten lines are-

'
r tA ro~ 28 a>~ 

;i I ~3 ~~a) M ,... So:.::: 
§ =g~ ~0~ 

---------!___:->-< I >'l >'l 

.Miles~~--£- --£-
Logan Village to Canungra 
Munbi!Ja to :lit. Edwards 
Kin~;aroy to 1'arong 
Dalby to Jandhwaie 
Oakey to 3-lt. Russdl 
Roma. to Or.allo ... . .. 
Pialba to Urangan ... . .. 
Oloncurry to Mt. Cutbbert 
Malandu. towards Millaa 

Milia a 
Tumoulin to Cedar Creek 

21 89,f5:1 4,335 
l 0 85,425 5,228 
19 61,975 3,209 
28 79,007 2,784 
19 !' 67,824 ~.g;,~ 
2~ 85,75~ 2.9~5 

~(>,600 3,990 
42 165,947 3,933 

9 178,223 8, 730 

5 37,104 8,131 

194 1761,518 3,922 

I have also to state that the Winton to 
Springvale section of the Great Western 
Railway has not yet been commenced. In 
the matter of the opening up of the 
Upper Burnett lands, by means of rail­
way construction, which has been the 
subject of investigation during the past 
tw.o .years, and is a subject to which the 
Mmister for Railways and. the depart­
ment's officers have giv,en much earnest 
at~en.tion, the balance of evidence as to 
reJa~Ive economy of construction and pro­
portion of land made available is in 
favour of a line from Mundubbera to 
Dalgangal and not that projected from. 
Wolca to Dalgangal, the Government, 
after long and most anxious consideration 
1\ave decided that the Upper Burnett 
lands sh~ll be reached by the extension 
!lf the railway from Mund.ubbera. There 
IS no possibility of tabling plans this 
year, but this decision will enable the 
Lands Department to proceed to make 
surveys, an~ gener~lly get rea-dy to open 
areas of rich agrrcul tural land on the 
Upper Burnett, in anticipation of rail­
way commun_ication. Wh~n speaking on 
the. A~dress 111 Reply durmg last session 
I mdiCated that it was considered i~ 
the interests of the producing and. tr~vel­
ling public, and also to the advantage of 
the Railway Department that the via 
recta, the .connection bet,;een North and 
South Bnsbane, and the Tinana and 
Drayton deviations be constructed. On 
th.e occasion of the opening of the War­
wwk to Maryvale line-a section of the 
via r':'cta-I announced that the pl.ans of 
the via recta would be tabled during the 
" next session " ; at the same time tho. 
Minister for Railways informed tho;e in~ 
terested that it woulc1 be necessary to 
have a resurvey made of a considerable 
portion of the route between the foot of 
the Ra:r:ge 'and ¥.ary~ale. A preliminary 
report m that mrectwn has been made 
but owing to the surveying staff bein~ 
more than fully engaged upon the work­
ing surveys of lines already passed by 
Parliament, it has been impossible to 
have the necessary survey made in time 
for the tabling of said plans this ses­
sion. Further, it is not practicable to 

[ilfr. Ryan. 

table the plans of any railways this ses­
sion, the surveyors and drafting staff 
being fully occupied. in getting ready the 
working plans of railways now in hand. 
Tho point I most wish to emphasise is. 
that the Commissioner, according as .any 
of these eighteen lines now in course of 
construction are completed, will employ 
on those lines still unfinished such of hi~ 
staff and men as are thus set free for 
other work, in order to make every one 
of those railways as soon as possible a 
going and reYenue-producing concern. 
He will then proceed with the construc­
tion of the ten lines passed by Parlia­
ment last year. I hope that this work 
may be so far forward by next session aS­
to warrant the tabling of other very 
desirable connections, deviations, and 
extensions. I think the communication 
is of such importance that it should. be 
first ma<lc to Parliament rather than 
given, as ordinarily, through the Press." 

Mr. RYAN: Well, on the 31st Jnly the 
Hon. the Chief Secretary referred to the 
eighteen lines on which about 3,500 men were 
employed. The eighteen lines are set out 
in the form of a table. He then proceeds to 
say-

" It is proposed to concentrate our 
efforts on the lines just enumerated, 
completing and turning them into reve­
nue-producing concerns before we com­
mence the construction of any of the ten 
lines authorised by Parliament last 
year." 

Then those ten lines are set out. They are 
from Logan Village to Canungra, from 
Munbilla to Mount Edwards, from Kingaroy 
to Tarong, from Dalby to J andowaie, from 
Oakey to Mount Russell, from Roma to 
Oralio, from Pialba to Urangan; from Cion­
curry to Mount Cuthbert, from Malanda 
towards Millaa Millaa, and from Tumoulin to 
Cedar Creek. When the railway policy of 
the Government was introduced with regard 
to the construction of the North Coast Rail­
way and the Great vV e,tern line, members 
of this House were assured that the carrying 
through of those schemes would not inter­
fere with the passing and construction of 
lines into agricultural districts, and on 
account of that assurance certain railways 
were passed, including those ten. It was 
held out to electors at the last election that 
those railways were being· gone on with, 
and, on the strength of that promise, large 
numbers of votes were cast for Government 
candidates. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. RYAN: Yet, immediat-ely we met in 
the House, or shortly afterwards, the Han. 
the Premier said those lines wer0 not going 
to be gone on with. I would like to know 
what hon. members for those constituencies 
have got to say at conduct of this sort on 
the part of the Government? How is the 
~on.. member for Maryborough going to 
JUStify to the electors of Maryborough the 
fact that the line from Pialba to Urangan 
is not going to be gone on with? What 
about the via recta? Wh.at has the han. 
member for Warwick to say with regard to 
the postponement of this line? 

Mr. FORSYTH: Are you sure it has been 
stopped? 
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Mr. RYAN: I have only to refer you to 
what the Chief Secretary said with regard 
to the via recta. 

Mr. FoRSYTH: Look at the Estimates. 

Mr. RYAN: I will get to the Estimates 
directly. There is a lot of dust thrown in 
the eyes of people in those Estimates. 
There are thousands of pounds put down 
for lines they have no intention of going on 
with, if we can be;ieYe this Ministerial state­
ment. However, I am not going to be 
drawn away by any interjection, for I am 
speaking on what is perhaps the most im­
portant question that could be dealt with on 
this Financial Statement, and ·that is the 
question of the attitude of the Government 
with regard to railway construction. I 
think that if we went to the country to­
morrow the Government's present policy 
would be sufficient to throw it out of office. 
I know hundreds of electors who look upon 
this backing down of the Government as a 
distinct breach of faith, and let me here 
refer to what the Chief Secretary said with 
regard to the via recta-

" On the occasion of the opening of 
the \V arwick to Maryvale line-a section 
of the via recta- I announced. that the 
plans of the via recta would be tabled 
during the ' next session' ; at the same 
time the Minister for Railways informed 
those interested that it would be neces­
sary to have a resurvey made of a con­
siderable portion of· the route between 
the foot of the range and Maryvale. A. 
preliminary report in that direction has 
been made, but owing to the surveying 
staff being more than fully engaged 
upon the working survey of lines already 
passed by Parliament, it has been im­
pos'lible to have the necessary survey 
made in time for the tabling of the said 
plans this session." 

In other words, he calmly tells the people 
who are interested that he, the leader of 
the Government, the- Chief Secretary-who 
ought to know his businss-that the plans 
for that railway would have been tabled for 
this session, but he adds that the Minister 
for Railways warned you that it might not 
be possible to do it. Because of the action 
of some other Minister, qualified in some 
way, he is not able to table those plans. 
Whatever explanation he is .going to give to 
the hon. member for Warwick to place 
before his constituents, I do not think he is 
going to satisfactorily explain to the ordi­
nary electors of Queensland his going back 
on the Government's distinct promise to 
oonstruct that railway. The remarks that 
I have made with regard to the Pialba to 
Urangan Railway, and with regard to the 
via recta, apply not only to them, but they 
anply also to the Dalby to Jondowaie line; 
they apply to the Malanda to Millaa Millaa 

line : to the Tnmoulin to Cedar 
[4.30 p.m.] Creek line; to the Oakey to 

Mount Rttc·ell line; to the 
Kingaroy to Tarong line; to the Munbilla 
to Mount Edwards line ; and to the Logan 
Village to Canungra line. 

The PREMIER: Have you the audacity to 
advocate that ali those lines should be com­
menced at once ? 

Mr. RYAN: When we are sitting over 
there we shall prescribe. What I am refer-

ring to now is this, and every elector of 
Queensland will see the force of what I am 
saying. It proves that the Gove.rnment 
passed those railways through Parha:ment, 
and held out promises that those ra1lwaya 
were to be built in order to get votes, a!td 
when they got. the votes they broke faith 
with the electors. 

The PREMIER: Vlhen were those railways 
passed? 

Mr. RYAN: Those railways were passed 
very recenly, and that 8tatement of the 
Premier's should have been mado to the· 
electors be:orc the last elBctio~.. When the 
Minister for Railways was adv1smg that. the 
extension from Malanda to Millaa Milla·a 
should be passed, he pointed out that. there 
were hundreds of men on the land In the 
Millaa Millaa district who would have to 
leave their holdings if the railway was not 
built. 

Mr. GILLIES: Five hundred. 

Mr. RYAN: And in face of that, the 
Government deliberately say that they are 
not going on with that railway. What sort 
of treatment is that of the man on the 
land? \Vhat sort of encouragement IS tbat 
for ~ettlement? What reliance 9an the 
electors place in a Gover_nment which. goes 
to them with such promises, and, as soo.n 
as they get into power, they break tlwir 
promises? Might I ref0r t'.l the remarks 
made at Jondo'VI'aie by one hon. member 
sitting behind the Govern:n2.nt-· I r~fer to 
Mr. Vowles the hon. member for Dal~y­
who put the' case as ·strong as I. can f•OSSibly 
put it with regard to that r>artwular exten­
sion. That han. member explamed-

" That Jondowaie was not unique in 
its position of having tlw.liJ09. hung up. 
There were many otho~ lmBs m exactly 
the same position. He had asked the 
Premier for information, but he had 
been unabie to get any from him. He 
would only give information on th? fl::>Or 
of the House, owing to other ~:hstnct.s 
being interested. He was give? to 
understanJ. howevtl', that the, Ra1lway 
Eotimiltes to be tabled short.y would 
show the amount of money to be ~ppro­
priated conditionally to some of these 
twelve lines, and they would then find 
out what their prospects were, :'nd the 
order in which their line was hkely to 
be started. He considered t~at the 
Premier's statement had been misunder­
stood. When the Prem!er made the 
statement that no new hnes would be 
commenced until those already . under 
construction were revenue producmg, he 
meant the time when they began to earn 
money, not when they began to show a 
profit. Anyone who knew t~e Better­
ment Act knew that once the !me started 
running, it was the benefiting public that 
had to find the 3 per cent. It was not a 
business proposition to have the whole 
of the loan money outlaid in partly 
completed lines, non<' of which were :pro­
ducing any revenue. . He . s;vmpathised 
fully with them in th01r positiOn, and he 
was fully aware of the statPments made 
by the Secretaro: for Rail:ways at Jon­
dowaie and Perrmuan. tellmg them that 
the line was assured, and that they 
could go ahead and buy their agricul­
tural implements, and other such re­
marks, but they had not been confirmed 

];! r. :Ryan. J 
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by the Government policy. Mr. Vowles 
said he was just as sore on the present 
position as they were." 

I invite the Premier's attention particularly 
to the concluding remarks of the hon. 
member. This is the opinion of one of his 
candid friends-the opinion of an hon. 
member who had to go back and face the 
angry electors who wer·e deceived and had 
to speak in order to satisfy them. The hon. 
member continued-

" He thought it would have been 
much better if the Government had 
explained the position before the last 
elections. He had no desire to appear 
before them in a false position, and 
would much rather have contested the 
la"t election knowing, o.nd the public 
aJso knowing, what was meant by the 
Government in respect to the line. He 
urged them all to co-operate and per­
sist in their demands for the line, be­
cause many of them had been promised 
tht· line when they took up their selec­
tions some years ago. It had been sug­
gested that he should resign his seat in 
protest against the action of the Govern­
ment. But he would ask them what 
had happened to a certain member of 
the Cabinet who had pushed his claim 
for a line in his district. In that case 
he h!'d been asked. to resign, and he was 
one Ill seven. What chance then had he 
of pushing for this line as one in seventy­
two? The real position was that the 
Government had too big a majority, and 
were not aff.ected bv the attitnde of one 
or two private members. It was ridicu­
lous to talk of his resigning in these 
circumstances as it would not have the 
slightest effect." 

Whether it has any effect upon the han. 
member for Dalby or not, it becomes the 
duty of han. members who have the in­
terests of political morality at heart and 
who have the inter~c,ts of Queensla~d at 
hf'nrt, to point out to thc;;e electors that 
they will have a remedy at some future date 
for ,'.U0h C'><>VC'rnh "Ets lid this GovNnment. 
Not only haJ the Government said' they will 
not go on with tho~" particular ten lines, 
but they have actually sto:Jped the Dawson 
Valley line, after having stat<1d on the 31st 
July tlwt it would be proceeded with. 

The PREMIER: To the 29-mile point. 

l'Hr. RYAN: The 29-mile point! Was 
not th·l chief rc .tson why that line was 
pa,~ed by thi' House, the fact that the 
Mount Morgan Gold Mining Company 
guarant<Jed to take 25,000 tons of coal per 
annum? 'What chance have they of taking 
any coal if ~·ou stop the railwav at the 29· 
milo pe«? The Government, no doubt wanted 
to get rid of the hon. member for Fitzroy. 

The PREMIER: Not true. 

Mr: RYAN: The Courier pointed out at 
tho time thai; he was taken into the Cabinet 
for geographical reasons. Now, as pointed 
out b,Y th~ han. member for Dalby at Jon­
do·,, a10, '': 1.th the Government's big majority 
they 0<1nswer they need not take any notice 
of g' ographical reasons at all, and conse-
9uently Central Queensland is entirely 
Ignored, and the han. member for Fitzroy 

[Mr. Ryan. 

is turned out. Why? Because he protested 
against the Government going back upon 
their policy of constructing that railway and 
breaking faith with the people of Central 
Queensland and with the people of Rock­
hampton, and going on with what railway 
instead? A railway they said they would 
not go on with is the Cloncurry-Mount 
Cuthbert Railway. It would be i!'lteresting 
to know what were the 'ixact movmg forces 
that caused the construction of the Clan­
curry to Mount Cuthbert line, and the 
stoppage of the Dawson Valley Railway, 
I notice, as a man who casts his eye over 
the stock and share market, there was a 
sharp drop in the Mount Cuthbert shares, 
consequent on the pronouncement in this 
House on the 31st July that that railway 
wa-, not to be proceeded with; and, without 
any other official statement being made here, 
the Government decided to go on with that 
railway, and those shares steadily crept up 
again. Where did that information leak 
out? \Vho were the favoured ones. who 
knew when to sell out and when to buy in 
because those shares were on the rise? 
These are matters that set one thinking. I 
am not making any direct suggestion that 
any Minister ic guilty of improper conduct 
in regard to those shares, but I notice that 
the effect came about. 

The TREASURER : You are throwing a little 
mud, hoping that it may stick. 

Mr. RYAN: Not at all. I am stating the 
bald fact that there. was a declaration made 
in this House that the line was not to be 
gone on with, and the shares dropped, and 
then without another official statement, the 
line ' was commenced, and those shares 
steadily rose in price. 

Mr. TR01!T: They are going down now. 

Mr. RYAN: They may be going down. 
Th" han. gentleman must think we arD very 
lackin<r in common sense if we do not know 
that ;uch .a pronouncement as that was 
bound to send the shares down, and also 
that the decision to go on with the rail way 
would also send them up. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, h-'ar t 

Mr RYA::"J: I have heard no Teason yet 
givf',{-any oillcial pronouncement-why it 
was suddenlY decided that that line as 
against ali o"thers, should be gow on wi~h. 
There are many other matters that I desrre 
to refer to on this Financi :~1 Statement, but 
as my time is very short I plvpo>'e only to 
refer to one; and that is the qucction of the 
handing over of industrial pol".crs to the 
Commonwealth. On the Addr<<s in Reply 
this SBssion, I pointf'd out that it would be 
impossible for the six States of the Common­
wealth to pass ·chrough exactly similar 
measures to hand over industrial po" crs to 
the Commonwealth; I pomted out that it 
could not be done, that it would be compli­
cated by having so many Legislatures, and 
I pointed out that the reason why federation 
was brought about was to get over that very 
difficulty. Now, in this morning's Courier 
I find that the State of South Australia has 
decided that it will not join in handing 
over industrial powers. I will quote the 
ex•act words of the Premier of Victoria-

" Mr. Watt to-day received a com­
munication from Mr. Peake, stating that 
the matter had been thoroughly threshed 
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out by the South Australian Cabinet, 
and th<" Ministers had decided that they 
oould not see their way to adopt the 
recommendations of the Premiers' Con­
ference. South Australia was, therefore, 
oppos-0d to the surrender of the indus­
trial powers. The next step, Mr. Watt 
explamed, would be to communicate 
with the Gvvmnments of Queensland 
and Tasmania, whose intentions to in­
troduce Bills for the authorisation of the 
proposed surrender had been announced 
and to invite their views on the situa~ 
tion cn,ate.d by the opposition of the 
South Australian Government to the 
scheme. It would be quite competent 
fDr two or more States to surrender the 
md_ustrial powers without regard to the 
actwn of the Dthers, 'but such a pro­
cedure,' said the Premier 'would at 
best, be ineffective.':' ' ' 

It wDuld "at best be ineffective," and let 
the people Df Queensland beware that they 
do not j<Jin with some of the few States to 
hand over industrial powers to the C{)]n­
monwcalth while other States do nDt do it, 
for what would be the result? Unfair com­
petition. 

The bell indicated that the hen. member's 
time had expired. 

Mr. RY A='J: I am sorry my time is up. 

The PREMIER: I am willing to give you, 
.as leacler of the Opposition, an extension of 
time; I will nDt oppose it, but I will Dppose 
it for anybody else. 

Mr. COYNE: I move that the hon. member 
be further heard. 

Question put and passed. 

HoNOURABLE ::MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. RYAN: I desire to thank the Com­
mittee for their courtesy in allowing me to 
prDceed with my remarks, particularly .as I 
wa" on such an important subject-the ques­
tion of handing over industrial powers to 
the Commonwealth. I was pointing out that 
for some :"2>cv Statr<.J to hand over industrial 
powers while others stood out would be 
detrimental to the peDple of Queensland, 
.and I will show why. Supposing the States 
of Queemiand and Victoria were to hand 
over industrial powers to the Commonwealth 
dealing with certain matters, and the Com­
monwealth Arbitration Court fixed .a certain 
rate of wage in a particular industry, the 
State of South Australia, which will be 
carrying on the same industry, may carr:y­
it on under mDre sweating conditions, pay­
ing le·-s 11 agec; than QuPensland and Vic­
toria. The rv<ult would be that the men in 
those particular callings would be driven 
into the Sta,t" of South Australia. There­
forP, not only WDuld it he ineffective fDr the 
States to hand over thHe powers while some 
States are standing out, but it would be ex­
ceedingly dangerous to the manufacturing 
industries Df Queensland. There is only one 
way of effectively handing over or dealing 
with these industrial matters, and that is 
by the whDle Commonwealth of Australia 
handing over to the Commonwealth Parlia­
ment the powers DI passing the necessary 
legislatiDn Dn industrial matters. I think 
that must be' clear to hon. gentlemen on the 
front Treasury bench. I trust that that 
.aspect ef the matter is one that will be 
-dealt with by the Chief Secretary when he 
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makes his remarks on this Statement, be­
cause t.he Commonwealth referendum will 
come Dn before the next sessiDn of Parlia· 
ment, and it is most important that the 
people of Queensland should have . some 
official pronouncement fmm the Premrer •as 
to his attitude with rDgard tD thesll indus· 
trial powers, and it is my duty, and the duty 
of <:very other hon. member Dn this side of 
the House, to " take time by the forelock," 
and to point out to the people Df Queens­
land what will be the effed of carrying out 
the policy which, at least up to. t,he preoont, 
has been advoooted by the Chwr SecrHtary 
a,nd by the Dther Ministers of the Cabinet, 
because they s-ay that the Premiers' 0Dnfer· 
ence agreed to do it, .and that all the St.~Jes 
,would pass similar legislatiDn simulfaneously. 
\Ve know, as this party said at the time, 
that the States are not going to pass 
similar legislation simultaneously, and, 
therefDre, it is due to us, and to the people, 
th.at the Premier should make SDme state· 
ment with regard to the alterBd phase that 
has been placed upon the matter. It is the 
only way, too, in which trusts and combines 
can be effectively dealt with. It is the only 
w.ay that the people of Australia and the 
people Df Queensland can be protfrCted 
against the intwductiDn of the American 
m(<1t trust,. It is thD onlY wav that effec· 
tive legislation can be paso'9d with regard to 
such combinations .;ts the Coal Vend, and it 
is the only w.ay that effective legislation can 
be passed with regard to 'uch combination~ 
~s the Brisban2 Tram" a3 s CDlnpany, for 
mstance. There is a case now pending be­
fore the Arbitration Court, and consequDntly 
I do not intend to make any remarks that 
?ould possibly be construed as having any bear­
mg upon that particular cas;-', but I desire 
~D refer to sDme exhibits that hav-3 b--en put 
m, as far as they relate tD the present Go­
vernment and its attitude to unionis*''· They 
are quite a revelation to me. I %aid through­
out tho last el<ection campaign, and hon. 
nlei~ubers on this side have b~en continually 
~,ay1ng, th11t the Govern1n('nt vvere the cause 
of the strike-that the Government stood 
behind the. ~risbane Tramways Company 
":hen oppos1tton was made to the registra­
tiOn. of the Employees' A,sociation. \Vhen 
public money was spent, we said it was 
proof that the Government was Dppo&ud to 
mdustrial unionism, opposed to the men 
th.at I may class as the arm'.' to defend the 
rights of workmen, beDauso that , is only 
thwugh unionism-through the advanoo 
guard-that the interests of all other 
WDrk€rs can be prDtected. 

OPPOSITION :MEMBERS; Hear, hear! 

Mr. RYAN: I am obliged to the hon. 
member for Marano.a for putting the sug­
gestion to me in that form. I do not know 
of any mme .apt way of putting the position 
that unionists occupy. They are the advance 
guard-they are the ;army that protect tho 
workers of Queensland. They protect those 
who are not in the union as well as those 
who are in the union. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. RYAN: We contended during thG 
last election that the Government were op­
posed to that advance guard-opposed to 
industrial unionism, which was the only safe­
guard and protection of tho workers gene­
rally. We were told during the election 
campaign and. on the Address in Reply that 

Mr. Ryan.] 



1234 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

that was all moonshine, that it was an argu. 
mont that I and other members on this sid<. 
had workDd up, and that thDre was n~ 
fo'!ndation for it, althongh we had the actual 
evidence that the taxpayers' monDy was spent 
to opposD the regi,tration of that union in 
Melbourne. But nuw I SC(' from extracts 
from certain exhibits before the Common­
wealth Arbitration Court-I understand that 

.they were in communication with Mr. 
Badger, who at the time was awav in 
Ame"ica-I havf' her0 some extracts "from 
corr<"·Pond,enc" which took place betw0on 
Mr. Stephens of tho Tram•.vays Company 
and Mr. Badger. 

Tho PREMIER: What is the date? 
Mr. RYAN: The 23rd ::'\ovember, 1910. I 

am gettmg back to the foundation of this 
matter, and I am going to show that the 
Government werP much more mixed up in 
it than they have ever admitted even to 
this day. On the 23rd November' Mr. Ste­
phens wrote to Mr. Badger a letter in which 
he said- ' 

"\Ve have consulted Mr. Thynne before 
cabling, but he could. only advise that 
we continue to use our efforts to use 
the men who were loyal against those 
who vvere not." 

''To usc tho men \vho \Vere loyal again"t those 
who were not," in ord.er to prevent the for­
mation of a union-to use the loyalists against 
those who desired to belong to a union. 
That was Mr. Th1·nne's advice to the com­
pany. Then, on the 22nd of Dec<ember, Mr. 
Badger wired to Mr. Stephens-

" If you c:1nnot defeat Tramwavs Em­
ployees' Federation, what do you" think, 
to advise all conc=-rned against partici­
pation than withhold great opposition." 

To that C',tblo MI·. Steph<on.' replied on 23rd 
December-

" Already worked as you suggest. 
Large number of men havo joined Tram­
ways Employees' Federation branch." 

Later on, 27th December, Mr. Stephens 
cabled to Mr. Badger-

" What do you recommend if it is de­
manded that we must acknowledge Tram­
way Employee\' Federation, or must 
compel opposition to join?" 

To this Mr. Badger replied on the 29th 
December, 1910-

" Do not, uncle:· any circun1stances, 
bring· influence to bear upon opposition 
to join. Can you explain in what way 
ackno\der1gm<nt demanded? ·what is 
the object? Consult Mr. Thynne. If 
you think it advisable. Mr. Kidoton­
Home Se~retary. ·what do you reron"l­
menl!? What do ti.ey pro1)ose to do ? 
Staff refuse to hurry." 

There, you see, Mr. Bach;er actually cabling 
from America to Mr. Stephens to see Mr. 
Kidston, the Home Seurdar;-; and. yet we 
'\ere told that there was no communication 
between the Gove;·nment ttnd the company, 
that there was no privity on the part of the 
Government to the action of the Tramways 
Compan"· in this matter--that they were 
simplv protocLing a numb0r of the men. But 
those cablr ' let out the 'Yhol: thing, show 
that the secretary was ad_vi red to use the 
loyalicts Bgain-t those who y·ished to form 
a union, and that they not on!:' used the 
loyalists in that matter, but got the asds t­
ance of the Governmf'nt. Mr. Thynne, as 
the company's legal adviser, was entitled to 
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wvisa them to take what course of action 
he thought desirable, and I have no fault to 
find with him for giving such advice ; but I 
objed to Mr. Kidston, or the Home Secre­
tary, ,acting in the intere,ts of the comp':ny 
as they did, and the Government then tellmg 
the people of Queensland that the Government 
were not behind the Brisbane Tramways 
Company. I say that they have alway"> been 
behind the Brisbane, Tramways Company. 
Th"''e remarks are pertinent to the question 
of the referendum which will shortly be placed 
b0fore tho people of Queensland., and I desire 
to point out that unless the people of Queens­
land are prepared. to hand over the neces­
sary power to the Commonwealth, this sort 
of thing will continue. It is for the people 
o£ Queensland to see that it is not allowed 
to continue. I have now finished with the 
subject with which I was dealing when an 
extension of time was granted to me, and I 
shall not further encroach on the privilege 
accorded me. 

OPPOSITION ME1IBERS : Hear, hear ! 

The PREMIER: I was quite willing that 
the hon. the leacl.er of the Opposition should 
have an extension of time, because I hoped 
that before he rE,sumed his seat he would 
really deal with the question before the 
Committee-the Financial Statement. Dur­
ing the couro''' of his remarks he dealt in 
a diffuse manner with several matters re­
ferred to in the Statement, but as regards 
the actual fmances of the State he has 
favoured us with only one or two expres­
sions of opinion; and before the hon. mem­
ber finishr·d his utterance he really gave a. 
denial to the charges which he brought 
against the Government at the out,,et of his 
speech. The hon. member ,t;.rted by expres­
sing his amazement at the increased amount 
of loan expenditure. The schedule shows in 
what way that increaeed amount was expended 
-namely, on railways. Before the hon. member 
resumed. his seat, in spite of his criticism of 
the increase in the loan expenditure, he 
tried. to stir up a feeling of dissatisfaction 
among hon. members sitting on the right of 
the Chairman by complaining that the Go­
V<"rnment are not proceeding to spend money 
at a more exneditious rate. The statement 
made by me" earlier in the. se;ssion. was a. 
clear honest statement, and It Is bemg car­
ried 'out; and the policy indicated in that 
statement will not delay for one hour the 
completion of the lines which have been 
passed by Parliament. The han. member 
drew attention to the fact that m the North­
west some preliminary steps are being made 
to extend the lines from Cloncurr;v, anc1 
from that he concludes that we are acting 
dishonourablv with regard to other lines 
,, hich aru not y::t commenced. But the Rai~­
way Commissioner is quite clear as to hlb 
course of action· he has set out to reach a 
certain point o~ the Malbon-Duchess line. 
Then he will utili.sB the men and th" ma­
terial which has been collected for commenc­
ing another line in tho F."me neighbourhood. 
Would the hon. member have us transfer 
the lilon and plant an_d cash available to tJ:e 
construction of the ]me known as the via 
recta? 

Mr. RYAN: I say you are breaking faith. 
The PREMIER : I am not breaking faith 

one iota, and I shall prove that _bcfc:re I r.e­
Pumc my seat. The course of. actwn laid 
down in the statement I prevwcisly mad.e 
was a perfectly honest course; ,~-e invite_d 
the attention of the country to It, and It 
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has recPived the endorsement of the country. 
With reg·ard t<> the construction of th<, Mal­
bon-Duchess extension t"'wards Sulieman 
Creek, the completion of that section of the 
railway will enable the Commissioner to con­
trol t~e traffic in that neighbourhood and 
work It at a profit. The line is being con­
structed to a point at which it can be utilised 
at a profit. If it should come to a question 
of dealing with agricultural railways at the 
cost of the far V! estern lines, then I know 
what attitude I shall take up; but we have 
mapped. out a course of action in which we 
proposA to take certain lines to given points. 
For instance, the Commissioner, in his 
memorandum to me on this subject, indicated 
that he proposed to carry the Dawson Val­
ley line to Dundee. I knew where he was 
going to perfectly well, and I knew what 
was in his mind with regard to the l'.Ial­
hon-Duchess Railwav. It would be a 
grossly unfair thing· to transfer men from 
the North-west to the South. I am anxious 
to deal fairly with all parts of the State, and 
with all primary industries. But apparently 
the leader of the Opposition thinks that 
members of this side of thP House are foolish 
enough to be disturbed by his paltry paro­
chialism. 

Mr. RYAN : You are breaking faith. 

The PREMIER: I repeat that I am not 
breaking faith. I wish just now to show the 
hon. member and the Committee how much 
money has been spent on railways in what is 
known as the Darling Downs district during 
the last four years. 

Mr. GILLIES: What about the North? 
The PREMIER : I am afraid I cannot 

deal with all the•e matters at one and the 
same time. The leader of the Opposition 
said, " Why do not the Government go on 
with the construction of these other rail­
ways?" The answer is that we cannot do 
everything at once. The hon. member blames 
us for spending too much loan money, and. 
then says, " "\Vhy don't you spend more in 
the agricultural districts? " 

Mr. RYAN: I did not say that. I said you 
had broken your promise. 

The PREMIER: I have not broken my 
promise, and the Committee know that per­
fectly well. With regard to the treatment 
of the agricultural d.istricts, the hon. member 
reminded the Committee that when the big 
railway construction scheme was laid down 
the Government said the agricultural districts 
would not suffer. Nor will they. (Hear, 
hear !) If the money market becomes 
tighter and tighter, less money will probably 
be spent in the far "\V estern districts than 
on development lines in the coastal districts. 
How have the Darling Downs been treated 
during the past four years? Tlwre has been 
spent during that period no less than 
£1,145,812, or, including rolling-stock, 

£1,202,191. At present, there 
[5 p.m.] are some lines under construc-

tion on the Darling Downs-the 
lines to Dirrabandi and Juandah, and the 
line from Oakey to Cooyar. And there are 
two lines passed for the Darling Downs that 
have not been commenced-the line to Mount 
Rus·.nll and the line to Jondowaie. · 

Mr. O'SuLLIVAN: To what date? 
The PREMIER: To 30th .June, 1912. At 

the earliest opportunity these lines will be 
proceeded with. 

Mr. RYAN : Too funny ! 

The PREMIER : There is nothing funny 
about it. 

Mr. RYAN' What about Mr. Vowles'~ 
remarks at .Jondawaie? 

The PREMIER: Mr. Vowles can speak 
for himself. The hon. gentleman chose to 
read what pleased him; if he had read the 
full account he would have seen that Mr. 
Vowles discussed the matter perfectly 
frankly, pointing out that people miscon­
strued the statement; that we should not 
wait until lines are profit-earning, but that 
as soon as somo of the lin<'s in course of con­
struction are completed, we will transfer the 
rren to other lines. I do not propose to follow 
the hon. gentleman in his discursive rem':'rkti 
about mining and ag-riculture. There IS a 
proper time to discuss those matters ; .and 
we will discuss them at the proper time. 
There are important matters of finance be­
fore the Committee now, and it is right that 
they should be dealt with in as frank 
manner as possible. The hon. gentleman 
says the Treasurer's Statement is volumin­
ous. It is voluminous, and full of interest. 
There is the amplest infm:mation disclosed 
in it; and let me tell the hon. gentleman 
that it is a perfectly candid revelation of 
the finances a' to both revenue and loan. As 
to the closi;,g of the year's transactions, noth­
ing new has taken place in the last tw? or 
three years. I think it is eight years smcc, 
in the month of .June, the commitments of 
.June were anticipated by payment. Suppose 
during one financial year we vary our pro­
cedure then our finance is not honest. 

Mr. THEODORE: Do you say the Govern­
ment has not been dishonest? 

The PREMIER : If it is dishonest to an­
ticipate payment, you rr:ay _call it S?· I 
think the hon. gentleman m his own prrvate 
affairs-at any rate, as far as I am con­
cerned, I would consider it a joy . t? be 
in the position of being able to ant1e1pat.· 
payments. But the first anticipation having 
be\ln made--

Mr. RYAN : By you? 

'l'he PREMIER: By the Treasurer. That 
he~ving bt•en made, it is perfectly correct 
year after vear that the same thing should 
be done ; ~lse a false condition would be 
set up. 

Mr. HUNTER: Can you tell us when you · 
will stop? 

The PREMIER : I cannot ans•ver conun­
drums. 

Mr. RYAN: You do not accept the sug­
ge;tion of the Auditor-General? 

The PREMIER: According to the Audit 
Act, accounts are closed on the 30th June. 

Mr. RYAN: He suggested an amendment 
of the Audit Act; you will not acc<opt that 
suggestion. 

The PREMIER : I do not think theJ:e is 
an\·thiro: in it. The Ron. the 'I'r<>:"m·e~ lP. 

dolnc: ,,:~hat anv <'ommercinl hous<:> ;}xs. 
Mr. FoRSYTFi: It is the right thing to do 

in any case. 
The PREMIER : Absolutely so. What 

puzzles me is that the thing went on so 
many years, and suddenly the Auditor­
General woke up. What called his attention 
to it was the £70,000 special item in rela­
tion to the University. The hon. gentleman 
referred to the loan 4uestion, and deemed 
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perturbed as to the commitlllflnts for the 
ensuing year. He referred to the £600,000 
Treasury bills falling due on the 31st Decem­
ber; but, as was remarked by the han. mem­
ber for Murrumba, he made no reference to 
the £1,500,000 of loan money falling due 
.about the same time. 

Mr. FoRSYTH: He missed it altogether. 

The PREMIER : Yes ; but we did not 
miss it; we know what we are going to 
do. With regard to the £600,000, we have 
every hope that present holders, or their 
friends, will be only too glad to take up 
our scrip for that amount. 

Mr. RYAN: Why raise the interest if they 
.are already applying? 

The PREMIER: I will deal with the 
,question of interest, and how money has 
appreciated during the last twelve months. 
You can only deal with money as with any 
other commodity; it has its price, and so 
you must pay f01.: it. If banks of issue are 
giving 4! per cent. on two years' loans, it 
is probable that persons who have money to 
invest, instead of taking up our Treasury 
bills at 3if per cent., would take advantage 
of the increased rate and loan to the banks; 
whereas, if we offer 4 per cent., they will 
probably prefer a Government security. But 
in Australia we have been used to low-price 
money for a long time; and the question is 
how soon we are to realise that the money 
market has appreciated. Take the period of 
our last loan, on the 12th July. The Stock 
Exc:1ange quo:,ations on lOth July were, for 
British con.~ols, 2;i per cent., 75~; India, 
3~ per cent., 91!; Canada, 3! per cent., 94!; 
New South Wales, 3~ per cent., 94; Queens­
land, 3! per cent., 93t. But, when we turn 
to foreign stocks, we find that the stock 
of such a place as the Argentine has very 
much appreciated in recent years, because 
of the stability and security which have 
entered into their arrangements of govern­
ment. They are paying 5 per cent. for 
their money; and their securities at 5 per 
cent. are worth 104. Chili is paying 5 per 
cent; Japan, 4 per cent. ; Russia, 5 per 
cent. ; and it remains to be seen how soon 
we in Australia will have to face a higher 
money market. 

Mr. HUNTER: 
cost? 

What did the last loan 

The PREMIER : The last loan, 3~ per 
cent. stock, which will be retired in 1940-60, 
was issued at 96, less lls. 6d. accrued interest 
from the 1st July to dates of instalments; so 
that the net price to the public was £95 
Bs. 6d. ; and it will yield to the investor 
£3 Bs. 7d. per cent. The cost to the Gover:n­
meJ:<t-interest and redemption, say 1960-
will be £3 19s. 5d. per cent. per annum. 

Mr. O'SuLLIVAN: What did we actually 
net from the last loan? 

The PREMIER : After paying all charges 
I think, speaking from memory, it was some­
where in the neighbourhood of £93 lOs. Our 
railway policy, and every other policy, must 
be controlled and governed by the loan 
market. Unfor:tunately, the market con­
tinues to harden, and, so far as one can see, 
there is no indication of it weakening. One 
has not to look very far to see why 
it is anpreciating. The great Powers of the 
world 'are spending large sums of money in 
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the construction of warships, and thus. divert­
ing money from industrial purposes 1nto the 
construction of engines of destruction. In­
dustrial enterprises and activities are P.ar­
ticularly acute just now, and men ar<; fin~mg 
investments in other than those d1rechon~ 
which used formerly to be looked on as a. 
secure kind of stock, such as cons,ols a~d 
foreign investments. Then the activity m 
production the world over has called for the 
building of ships, and vast sums of money are 
now being spent in laying down more keels 
to carry the merchandise of the world. Then 
the higher price of the raw material and the 
higher prices charged for labour all mvolve 
the use of large sums of money. The awaken­
ing of China is another factor. She wants 
£10,000,000, .and the money-lenders ar·e 
squabbling amongst themselves as to who 
shall have a share in it at 5 per cent. \Ve 
have also got South America and Sout_h 
Africa on the loan market, and Japan IS 

there, too. Canada, which is a place that is 
often spoken of as not being a borrower, 
is also on the loan market. It is said that 
Canada is not a borrower, merely because the 
bulk of her development work, such as .rail­
way construction, is being done by pnvate 
enterprise; yet Canada has been an 
enormously larger user of the world's money 
than has the whole of Australasia, which, of 
course, includes New Zealand. From the 
"Round Table'' for March we learn that 
the British money invested in Australia .in 
1896 was £323,000,000, and the amount m­
ve .• ted in 1910 was £395,000,000. The amount 
of British money invested in Canada in 1896 
was £140,000,000, and the amount invested in 
1910 was £365,000,000. Thus, the amount 
invested in Australia increased in the fourteen 
years by £72,000,000, while the amount in­
vested in Canada increased during the same 
period by £225,000,000. Now, we are often 
led to think that Canada does not go on the 
money market at all, yet we see that she has 
borro~wed more than Australia within that 
period. The difference between Australia 
and Canada is this: that whereas m Aus­
tralia, so far as public borrowing is con­
cerned, the loans are for the benefit of the 
community, while in Canada, so far as the 
borrowings are concerned, they are large~y 
for the interests of the individual. Our rall­
wavs and harbours constitute the biggest 
am"ount of our loan money, and they are 
State properties, and for the benefi~ of the 
whole State. Han. gentlemen oppos1te refer 
to an era of trusts in Australia, but that era 
will never dawn in Australia so long as 
the State has the control of the railways. 
There is another cause for the appreciation 
of money. There are a large number of 
people in the old land who are accustom~d 
to get their livelihood from investments m 
consols and foreign stocks, which includes, as 
they term it, colonial stocks. At the present 
time, these people are compelled to look for 
other sources of investment in order to get 
1a larger interest return ov.ring more .particu~ 
larly to the heavy taxation of recent years 
brought about by succeeding Chancellors of 
the Exchequer of the old land. Consequently, 
people who formerly were content with their 
investments in Governmental stocks now find 
the returns insufficient for their roquirements, 
and they are looking to industrialism and 
other sources of investment. The question 
is: Will Australia and the other British 
Dominions be satisfi,ed to use J,arge amounts 
of loan monf'y at the increased rate? Can 
we ·afford to use it ?-that is tho question. 
Can we afford to pay a higher price for the 
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mone_y.? We hav:e got used to cheap money, 
an? v.,e do not hke to have to pay a dearer 
prH.~l "or our mor~ey. But depend upon it if 
the m:krke_t cc;ntmues as stringent as it is 
now .•:e w1ll either have to mPet the altered 
cond_1twns _or else curtail our expenditure on 
pubhc affairs. There is another thing which 
mfluences the market materially. Reference 
wa3 made !o i~ by the hon. · member for 
JYiurrumba m his speech some weeks ago 
when h<; stated that the L3-lanre of trad~ 
had an Influence on it. That is a v-ery im­
portant qu~stion. This Committee should 
get ~ rur.-Iew of the money market in de­
termmmg how fast or how slow we should go 
~vith ou~ public works. (He~r, hear!) I am 
Just trymg; ~o point Ol!t the influences which 
are at worK 111 mflucncm~ the money markets, 
and I ha.-e a quotatwn here from the 
Melbourul Argus, which I will gi.-e to show 
how they do work-

" The gross trade of Australia for the 
twelve mon~hs ended ~Oth J nne, 1912, 
n;a; be estimated, subJ~ct to later re· 
viswn, at £72,800,000 imports and 
;$11,000,000 exporto, including o~ both 
s1dr s gold and specie as well as 
me!'chandiEe.'' 

Then there is a S<"hPdule which I will not 
wearo;- the House with, and it goes on-

" The difference between the two sides 
of ~he account has shrunk considerabh· 
durmg the pa.·t t·1·o seasons. A substaD.. 
tJal _execs~ of exports over imports is 
required m order to provide for in­
terest >:nd profit~ on British capital in­
vested 'P Austraha for the remittanCD of 
capital _m course of withdrawal, and for 
expenditure by Australian visitors to 
Ji!urop:, _and, after making these provi­
swns. It IS evident that an excess of gross 
c~<:ports amountmg to only about 
£8,2fD,OOO for the· '"'ason just ended does 
not. l_ean' the ''ccount in a ;.atisfactor 
pos1tion." Y 

I pa··s owr a great deal of it, and then it 
goes on-

" But this amount docs not, represent 
thP _full ex!ent. of the reaction in Aus­
tralian proauctwn, as the figure' include 
wheat and flour shipped during the 
second half of last year from the harvest 
rr·aped at the beginning of 1911. Against 
the decrel!'se of .£1, 750,000 in exports of 
merchandise there has been a further in­
crease of .£8,500,000 in imports of mer· 
chandise, which are now larger than four 
seasons ago by over .£20,000,000, an in­
cr<<J.se of more than 40 per cent." 

So there are influences at work which 
:;t pp_aremly go to. show that the money m.ar ket 
IS hkcly to be tight for some time to come. 
I do not suppose that the operations of 
~ueensland on the money market has any 
mfluen.ce, or at any rate very little. Our 
operatwns are so trivial compared with the 
enormous amounts that pass through the 
money market in the old world. We have 
merely. to pay the world's market price. 
There IS no doubt, however, that we can get 
whatever loan moneys we require at the 
r:'arket rate: In this balance of trade ques­
tion, to whwh reference has already been 
made, Queensland happily shows out to ad· 
vantage_. and it is well recognised here in 
Austraha as well as on the other side that 
the prospects for development and invest­
!llent are more attractive in Queensland than 
m many of the other State,. Our railway 

system, for instance, compares much more 
favourably with those of Victoria or South 
Australia. 

Mr. O'SuLLIVAN: Thanks very much to 
our natural a-dvantt.tges. 

The PREMIER : To some degree that is 
true, but in that we havB no greater advan­
ta.ge than New South >Vales, and the trade 
of New South >Vak; all gravitates to the one 
centre. It is the same in Victoria and South 
Au,tralia. Happily Queensland has taken 
advantage of hB1' geographical situation and 
has a numh0r of railway systems terininat­
ing .at the c'.Jast. Queensland is to-day what 
she i8 largely because of her :railway system 
and largely because of her ports. Apart 
from thD clement of rain-and n<'hody oan 
discoun<o that factor-thB greatest factor in 
our prosperity is our railwa;) c,. If it be cCJn­
sidered dP<.ir,able to slow clown, then >ve can 
do so, but we are working to " plan. My 
object in making that statement some weeks 
ag-o to the House was to c1ll attention to 
this : Instead of going on to a new line, we 
thought it be't to put as many men as possible 
on to those lines in course of completion so 
that they could be brought into profit more 
quickly. To construct .eighteen lines wo 
slwuld have required the services of 7,000 
men. \Ve have only 3,500, and, therBfore, if 
we con bring the number of our line,, down 
to nine we can be working at a higher de­
greA of economy. \Vith reg-ard to the kind 
admonition of the leader oi the Opposition 
th:>t the CD1St should not suffer because of 
the W<'-;t, I would like to satisfy his inquir­
ing minJ that in the a;,;Ticultural districts 
the needs of the settler; for railway facilitif''l' 
will not be sacrificed. 

Mr. O'St:LLIVAN: Will 'on sacrifice Mr. 
Kidston's Great >Vostern scheme? 

The PREMIER : It may be neo•,sary that 
that should be discus''ed at fuller k>ngth than 
I can give H this afternoon. (Opposition 
laughter.) There arc· m,.any things in rela­
tion to that scheme which will have to be 
considered before it is consummated. At any 
rate, we should be sati,fied to go westward 
before we commence that north-west section, 
linking up tho whole. (Opposition laughter.} 
At that tim" it was evident the Government 
thought the money market was going to be 
so easy as to justify exceptional expendi­
ture. It is all a question whether we 
should pay the highe;· ·price. If the money 
is too high in price, it may be politic for 
us to slow down, but if there be slowing 
down in railway construction it will not be 
at the cost of agricultural lines. Agricul­
tural lines are not as profitable as the W es­
tern lines or the Great Northern line-there 
is no question ·about that. It is interesting 
to turn to the pages of the Financial State­
ment in which we see that the earnings of 
the Northern far exceed those of the 
Southern. The earnin'gs of the Northern is 
£6 9s. per C*'nt. on the capital invested; for 
the Central it is £4 18s. 4d., and for the 
Southern £3 15s. 6d. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: And yet you are spend­
ing more on the Southern than on the 
:;:\forthern lines. 

The PREMIER: The leader of the Oppo­
sition was crying out beoause we are not 
spending more on the Southern lines. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: A Queen-street Ministry. 
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The PREMIER: If ther<> was ever a 
Ministry that deserved leH to b~ classified 
as sa< '1 'it is the pro,ent one. iVe are· looking 
at the country ou"ide, and, comparatively little 
is being SlH~nt in thr· nwtropo:i,,. It is intf"r­
esting to noto fron1 the talJ~es that our rail­
ways in 19l0 l1 g;avc a l"'ofit to tlH State of 
not Lc, ·ha, £75,000. La··t year-that is 
1911-12-t-7 ,-,y worP a charge to thf' revenue 
of £5~,C'JJ. That i3 a bip; change. It is 
<>a ... ily m:cb:·stood. The Commi>Sioner is 
building Pig_\' een lines, none of \Yhich at the 
ti1ne is C'tr:::ing, Lut he is chargec1 with 
the loan mo •'y, t•nd, therefore, the general 
results suiTor. You will notice two statements. 
One says th · return on the c.1pit:tl in\ oskd 
in our railways is £3 93. 11d. per cent., and 
the Com,.-i, .. ioner says it is £4 Os. 5d. per 
cent. Both aro corr;;ct. although the sums 
are differcJ ~. The one t,_:]l;s us the earnings 
upon the lines opened to traffic, and the 
other the earnings upon the money which 
the Commissioner has had from the Trea­
surer. \'V e do not get £1,000,000 when we 
borrow £1,000,000, but the Commissioner had 
to pay on the fu~l amount. 

Mr. RYAN: Did you not get the full 
amount from the Commonwealth ·• 

The PREMIER: Yes; and they will get 
it all back, and they have been indebted to 
us for a long time t<J the extent of £1,500,000. 
Our railways are .a magnificBnt asset, and 
they are worth to-day many more millions 
than they cost. There is no shll!dow of doubt 
about that. And it is interesting to look­
when hon. members are talking about the 
loan money-and see just exaetly how our 
loans are invested and how they are turning 
out. I will merely content mys;;lf by calling 
attention to Table K on page 38 of the 
tables relating to the Treasurer's Financiai 
Stat·ement. You are there told that the oniv 
charge upon tho revenue with respect to ou'r 
loans invested in 1911-12 was £350 676 and 
I would like to draw attention to' th~ fact 
that tlw actual charge on our revenue on 
a()(l()unt of loan money i•; le<s than 6 per cent. 
That is exBeedingly satisfactory; and I trust 
as the years go on, that it will become ever: 
less than that. 

Mr. HUNTER: Table L will tell you game­
thing else. 

The PREMIER: Under the loan vote we 
have just kept under the amount appropri­
ated fm: 1911-12. For that year there was 
appropnat•:·d £3,327,787, and of that we ex­
pended £3,324,248, which is not much of a 
margin. That is the situation with regard 
to our loan money; but I would like to 
direct the attention to the House to a few 
items in relation to our revenue as welL 
The Treasurer tells us that the amount we 
actually received from the Commonwealth 
last year was £757,087, and that next year 
he anticipates receiving £790,452. This sum 
is absorbed, and. more than absorbed by 
two items of payment-viz., schools 'and 
charities. It is well that the country should 
realise that the amount which we now re­
ceive from the Commonwealth is not suffi­
-cient to cover what we are spending on 
education and on our hospitals and chari­
ties. The items for the Department of Pub­
lic Instruction total £493,768 ; then there is 
£7,500 for grammar schools, £10,000 for the 
University, £40,000 for school buildings, and 
.£12,000 for technical college building, or a 
total on public instruction of £563,268. Hos­
pitals and charities, no less a sum than 
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£156,721, and this docs not include the vote 
~vr tll~ he 1Ji-1 al f.Jl. in~anc, v.-!tich !s no 
lpss a surn than .,_-£79,0GQ. On State children 

there i, an expenditnre for the 
[5.30 p.m.] c·urcnt vear of £52,653; in re-

lief o£ aboriginals, £18,349; Dun­
wich, £27,261; or a total, for what. we n:ay 
call hospitals and charities, not mcluchng 
the hoepital for in san·, of £255,044. The 
two amounts put together total £8181312; so 
that on public instruction and chant1ec we 
opend £28,000 more than we &'et back fr~m 
the Commonwealth as our portwn of the nx-

. cise and C"1stoms revenue. It is well worthy 
of note, too, that the Commom':ealth de­
rived last year from Queensland, m respect 
of land taxation, a revenue of £60,000, and, 
as far as I can n1ako out, a revenue .of 
about £1r0,400, being the exceos of tlw cxcnB 
which they re·"eived over the bounty they 
paid. 

Mr. LENNON : How much did they lose 
through the Post Office? 

The PREMIER: I have not looked up 
those figure,. I would be very, very glad 
incl.eed to have the Post Office back, and 
our revenue, and pay all the charges, ":S. we 
would then be in a mighty good. positiOn. 
Th<> demands on the Treasury are mcreasmg 
in respect of education and charity, and we 
hav<' responded as well as we p~ssibly. c':'n 
to both these regards, but there 1s a hm1t, 
and for this financial year, at an~' rate, that 
limit has assuredly been reached. I. hoJ?e, 
as each recurring year comes, and. ;nth m­
creasing demands for charities and ~chools, 
our population may increase, so that 1n some 
ratio our return from the Commonwealth 
will enable us to meet those increasing de­
mands. The revenue from the Commonwealth 
is fixed. The Treasurer can very accurately 
<"ltima te that. 

Jl.1r. HUNTER: He was not so successfHl 
with some of the other sources of revenue, 

The PREMIER : In what regard? 
Mr. HUNTER: In connection with the rail­

ways, for instance. 

The PREMIER : He was pretty close last 
year in regard to the railways. 

Mr. THEODORE: He faked his accounts, 

The PREMIER : The hon. member has 
made use of an expression which he does 
not mean in its fulness. 

Mr. THEODORE: He certainly faked June 
and July accounts. 

The PREMIER: No. 
Mr. THEODORE: 'Well, he paid, in June ac­

counts which should not be paid until July. 

The PREMIER : If we did not pursue the 
course which was followed last year and 
the year before, we would have been acting 
dishonestly. That is quite clear. 

Mr. THEODORE : When did you introduce 
it? 

The PREMIER : I should say about ei~ht 
years ago, when the era of su~p!~ses set m, 
but I am taking the responsimhty of the 
two years I h;tvo been here. 

Mr. HUNTER: It was started four years 
ago. 

The PREMIER: It was started, at any 
rate before 1910-11 and. if, in 1911-12 we 
had' dropped that ' one ':'ont~, then we 
might have been charged with d1shonourable 
transactions, J:.ecause we should have saved 



Supply. [24 SEPTEMBER.] Supply. 1239 

.Que month expenditure, but we merely pur­
sued the same course that had been fol­
lowed in previous years. That is correct. I 
was remarking, that in respect of the amount 
received from the Commonwealth, the Treas­
urer can estimate accurately, but in respect 
of . income tax and stamps he has greater 
difliculty. Han. members will notice that 
he anticipak,; a lesser sum from income tax 
this year than last year, ancl in that, I 
think, he is accurately advised, because the 
droughty conditions made it impossible for 
such large profits to be earned in the coun­
try as in former years, but the probabilities 
are the estimate will be realised. 

Mr. HuxHAM: vVould it not be wise to 
reduce Lxpenditure? 

The PREMIER :, That is most difficult of 
accomplishment. I notice that a leading 
newspaper constantly reasserts that the 
Treasurer has about £300,000 up his sleeve. 
I can assure you that I know nothing of 
it, and I can assure you that the Trea­
urer has no knowled.ge of it either. I wish 
he had. All I know is that there are several 
things that I should like to have done dur­
ing this y0ar; several advantages, in the waJ 
.Qf <endowments, to the different parts of the 
State which I should like to have included 
in the Estimates this year, but it was be­
·Cause the revenue did not allow of their 
being undertaken that we have not done 
so, and they have been postponed. If there 
was £300,000 anywhere lurking in the 
Treasury, I would. have taken advantage 
·Of that amount to have brought about those 
improvements in the condition of our State. 
As I have said, it is very difficult to fore­
-cast stan1ps. The estimated revenue from 
railways is larger than last year's estimate, 
but the Commissioner, who submitted the 
amount, is still confident that his figures aro 
right, and I may say that in the Treasurer's 
.estimate he has not included as large a sum 
as the Commissioner submitted to him. Our 
Estimates have been prepared. with the great­
.est care, and owing to the Industrial Peace 
Bill being on, mora time was available for 
a close scrutiny and revision, and I can 
say that, as far as it is humanely possibly 
to know, the Estimates laid before the House 
will be faithfully carried out. I hope that 
this year at least, if any items are exceeded, 
it will be absolutely unfor0seen. All the de­
partments have clear and definite instructions 
that they are to live within their vote if, by 
.any means, it is at all possible. A most 
gratifying thing is the increase in land 
revenue. The lead.cr of tho Opposition dealt 
with land settlement. \Ve will deal with 
that question at the proper time and place, 
as time does not permit this afternoon, but 
it is perfectly clear that land settlement must 
be progressing, because we are getting a 
bigger revenue than was received in iormec 
years. 

Mr. RYA:!'I: It is not increasing fast 
.enough. 

The PREMIER: That is the story W<' 
have heard year after year, for the last ten 
years to my knowledge, and I suppose, if 
we remain here for the next ten years, we 
will still hear the same story. 

Mr. RYAN: Oh, no; only until we get over 
there. 

The PREMIER : And then somebody else 
will make the same statement. It is a won­
<lerfully easy statement to make, but when 
:we ask hon. members to specialise or to 

mention any particular run or holding that 
is b0ing held up there has always been a 
full and. complete' answer in relation thereto. 

:Mr. RYAN: You are not serious. 
The PREMIER : I am serious. 
Mr. RYAN : It is patent out West. 
ThB PREMIER: Of course, it is patent 

out West. Some people are happy enough 
and lucky enough to have large ~heep proper­
ties and others want to share 111 thmr pros­
per;ty but the present holders are there, 
and dtey have a right to be there, and they 
cannot be dispossessed. 

Mr. HUNTER : You are not exercising all 
the rights of the Crown. 

The PREMIER : I think my colleague, 
the Secretary for Public Lands, is exerc~s­
ing all his rights. If the hon. member w1ll 
let me know where we are slow we will try 
to get speed up. I think it is probable, con­
sidering the way m whwh tho land revenue 
has been increasing for the. last few years, 
that at no very remote periOd we shall be 
happy to see our figures reach .£1,000,000. 
The rents are improving. Pastoral rents par­
ticularly are improving, a_nd ear:"ings in re­
snect of forP.;try are also rm1wovmg. I have 
c;.lled attention to the fact that our taxa­
tion consists mainly of income tax and. 
stamps. Land revenue is folOt taxation. We 
have, I might say, a consrderable Ia~~ ta;x: 
already in connection with our mumcrpalr­
ties. 

Mr. HAliHLTON : That is payment for ser-
vices rendered. 

The PREMIER : There is also the Com­
monwealth land tax, which was £60,000 for 
Queensland last year. But we have to be":r 
in mind that the burden of taxatwn 1S 
carried on by a comparat!vely small n.umbet 
of our population, and m the fram1ng of 
the Estimates Ministers have had a very 
anxious time. Borne d.esirable things had. to 
be turned down in order to avoid resortmg 
to additional taxation. The hon. gentleman 
referred just now to the statement made by 
the Treasurer that only those under £400 
had had increases with the exception of the 
police, and referred to certain individual 
cases. 

Mr. RYAN : Illustrations. 
The PREMIER: When that far dista.nll 

day comes of which he is dreamrng, and 
often speaks, when he i~ on this bench, he 
will und< rstand that durmg the cur!ency of 
the year certain things occur. For mstance, 
take Dr. Ellerton, the superintendent of the 
hospital for the insane. He came to . us 
under a three YE'ars' !Lgreem<;nt, whwh 
matured ii1 March and m makmg a new 
agreement with hi~ a higher sum wa_s pro­
vided· but the Treasurer s Statement 18 per­
fectlv' correct that in relation to officers in 
the ·service on 30th June--I think my 
memory will carry me back as far as March, 
I do not think any alterations were made 
in those months; but, speaking broadly, all 
the officers in the 5erviee on 30th June earn­
ing over £400 do not get !ncreases-not 
because they do not deserve rt; there are 
some officers with salaries greater than that 
who might worthily receive increases. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER: 'fhy was an in­
crease given to tite Director of Fore>ts? 

The PREMIER: 'When th!l.t gentleman 
came to us he came under cnntr:tet. Speak­
ing from memory, I think there were two 

Hon. D. F. Denham.] 



1.240 Bupp!y j,A~SEMBLY.] Supply. 

progressive advances-£50 in two successive 
years. In him we have an officer of the 
highc,t qualifications, and one whom I 
appreciate at the salary he is now getting. 
I am not going to take up my timB with 
individual items. It will reaily do lnn. 
members more good if, instead of discussing 
the items referred to by the 'fteasurer, they 
will oxamino the report of tlw Public Ser­
vicn Boai~d~ and the. financial tables, and 
they will roe muf'h of deep interest b th<om 
there. The membns of the public s<'n·ice 
in Queensland have been very well S(•ned 
during recent years. 

J:vlr. HAMIL1'0N: Some of th•,m. 

The PREMIER: I should v<>ry much like 
to iLdividualise, but I wtll ask bon. mem­
bers to turn to page 16 of the report of the 
PubE· S;,rvice Board for 1911, Appendix B, 
anc1 j1~st r:'Jte the increases referred to 
then. They are simply ineredible to Gne 
who has no intimate knowledge of tha 
board. I therefore ask bon. members to 
study appendices C and D and then say 
whether or not the offioors of the oublic 
service in Queensland haYe been- well 
served. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: ThM only prove• r·ow 
low their salaries were previous to thoPe 
increases. 

Tho PREMIER: I will just quote but 
one-d1e oiiicel,:, \Yho \Vere in the service on 
1st January, 1904, and whose salary was 
.£70. The same men eight years later 
averaged £184, or an increased percentage 
of 162 per oont., and running through the 
whole scale they are all relatively good. In 
the next schedule, up to £200, there is an 
increase of 64 per cent. ; in the next, up to 
£300, an increase of 63 per cent. ; in the 
next, up to £400, an increase of 26 per cent. ; 
in the next, up to £500, an increase of 22 
per cent. ; and in the next, £500 to £800, 
an increase of 13 per cent. ; and over £600, 
an increase of 8 per cPnt, If hon. mmnbers 
will take appendices C and D, and follow 
out the same line of thought, it will show 
that at least the officers of the public service 
during the past few years have been par­
ticularly well cared fer. 

The TREASURER: H <ea:·, hear! 

Tho PREMIER: Special consideration 
was given to some of the State school 
teachers last year, and. further considera­
tion i, given to many of them this year­
special consideration, apart from- the auto­
matic increases-and even now the teachers 
of Queensland are not as handsomely paid 
as the Government would like to see them. 
paid; but during the p<t~t two or three 
years very marked improve,ncnts h".ve been 
made, and we can only hope that con­
ditions will admit of still further improve­
ment in their condition. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

The PREMIER: Queensland can rejoice 
in a very fine public service, for the most 
part efficient, and I am happy to say for 
the most part thoroughly satisfied, too, and 
their remuneration as compared with other 
States, except New South Wales perhaps­
their remuneration as compared with the 
Commonwealth, and certainly as compared 
with the mercantile sGrvioo, is highly satis­
factory, and we hope to make it still further 
attractive by during this session introducing 
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a superannuation scheme which will be made 
effective as from the 1st July next of the 
financial year 1913-14. 

Mr. HAMILTON: I think we will soon have 
to have one for members, unless we get a 
rise in our salary. 

The PREMIER : I am sure it would be a 
very popular movement. (Laughter.) That 
is my impression, at any rate. It is intere~t­
ing to notice the large increase made m 
immigration last year; it is the biggest in­
crease for twenty-five years-some 13,639 souls. 
The amount we have on the Estimates this 
y<>ar is very much less than last yea(s total 
expenditure. It is the same as provided for 
last year from revenue, but there was _an 
amount of £70 000 from trust account whwh 
was availed of. and then we overdrew in 
addition. This year we have only put down 
£30,000; we have no longer the trust 
account from which to draw, and, so far as 
the £30 000 is concerned it is about suffi­
cient to' carry out our ~ontract~ wi~h the 
shipping companies, and the Immigran_ts 
this year are paying more than they did 
last year. Under agreement with the other 
States the rate was increased; therefore, 
the votP will cover more persons in relation 
to the sum expended than it did last year; 
and if the revenue is elastic, as the year 
gal'S on we can encourage immigration stili 
more; but as employment now is, and aa: 
our revenue e'<timate is framed, I think we arQ 
perfectly justified in, for the present, limiting 
expenditure to our contracts. If, however, 
there be developments, and the revenue J:l.e­
comes in any wise elastic, we can very readily 
let ourselveo. go a little later in the year. I 
am glad to say that information is to hand 
that large numbers of people are now pay­
ing their own wav to come out to Queens­
land. They find "the condition~ of employ­
riient and our liberal land pohcy are such 
as to attract them, and I am happy to say 
that quite a large number, rat~er th~n b.e 
delayed as nominated or assist":d tm;nt­
grants, are paying their own fare In commg 
here. I had hoped the leader of the Oppo­
sition would have congratulated the Govern­
ment upon the amount put down for min.inl). 
It is not as much as I had hoped, but It IB 

as big as we can provide out of revenue. 
Mr. HAMILTON: You said we should have 

congratulated you. 

The PREMIER: I quite anticipated that 
his fairness would have led him to that 
extent. However, there are certain fields 
that want some attention-the Palmer, for 
instance. My impression is that it is a go~d 
thing to spend a few thousand po':'-nds m 
seeing what is in the Palmer, ':nd If there 
is nothing there the rai!way h!le may a• 
well be taken up. My ImpressiOn i~ that 
there are good things awaiting us m the 
Palmer. 

Mr. THEODORE: It seems to me that you 
are spending all the money in. the elec­
torates of hon. members on that stele. 

The PREMIER : It so happens that the 
mining industry has returned members on 
this siGe. (Hear, hear!) We have t~e I;on. 
member for Charters Towers on this side, 
and the hon. member for Gympie, and in 
both those place> we propose to use oome of 
the money. 'I'he miners have realise,d that 
this Government are better to them than 
other Governments have been. Anyhow, 
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that is the situation, and I am extremeiv 
glad to note the gnat re {ivai in copper'. 
The devclopLlent of Mount Cuthbert is a 
big. ~actor in our railway ear!lings~a big 
aux1hary to the ="!orthern. lme, and it 
has helpdl to swell the earnings of that 
section. 1 would like to have u few 
minutes on the m<'at qucotion. Tl1e hon. 
gentlen:an appeare-d to fear that I rni(!'ht 
shy off the mbat question; I em a,- urc h1m 
that I have no idea of shying off the meat 
ques~ion. A_ f.(:~ IV n1onths ·ago th-ero J,'l as a 
com1nission in.~tituted here, .at the in&: ftTIC(~ 
of several g<'ntlemen inter.ested in the {·xport 
of meat. They affirmed that them "ere 
not enough meatworks here to hand!e the 
products. The commissio" was institut J for 
the purpoce of secin,; how accurate tlwt 
staternent vras, .and also investigating :nany 
other phao<·' of th, meat indu··try. There 
has eomc to establish itself on the Brisbane 
River a company which is stated to be- from 
America, with American money. In my -esti­
mation tho establishment of meatworks down 
thero wili ·acJ.d eiHJrmous!y to the profits of 
the sto• lcraiser. The otockraiser wili have 
a biggN mark{•t fur his stoek than he has 
evor enjoye-d, and the co1npany can never 
control or i;>~ a grip of the industry in 
Queensbnd. The grip they have obtained 
of the industry in Ameriea is only held by 
rea-"<'n of the control of raihYt\Y:J which com~ 
11anics ~'c~,ses.., in that countr:v, and no com­
pany c1tn get that grip in Que~nsland, be­
cauk' the railways are owned and eontrolled 
by the State. If ever the day eomes when 
anything- of that kind is attempted, the 
per,,o~s who attempt it >·:ill be dealt with 
promptly aJ?-d <:>ffcctivoly. But, they eannot 
get the1r gnp upon the nook of the industry 
here. \Vhat is this company here for? 
They ar here to provir!e £or the gr·c•at d<'­
mands of the United States, whieh has an 
insuffici0nt e•lpply of meat just now. There 
is a shortaft~ in the supply of meat in the 
'Cnited States, and when thf' Panama Canal 
is opened. which will be within three or four 
yeats, the American market will be within 
tw_Pnty-one days' sail of Australia, and 
oh11le<;i meat <'an be taken there to meet the 
Amencan aemand. The"" people ·are evi­
dently after a big American business in· thi' 
matter, and the result of their business her~ 
must be to appreciate the value of our stock 
many hundreds of thousands of pounds in 
the aggregate. 

An -HoNOURABLE MEMBER : What .about the 
pool' settler ? 

The PREMIER: The poor settler will get 
thousands of pounds more for his stock than 
h<; would d_o under other circumstances. I 
w1sh I had half an hour to discuss this 
matter. but my time has nearly expired, and 
I shall have to v.ait for .another opportunity. 
I rna~·, however, add that the more com­
panies there arc here to deal with our stock 
the more prosperous will be the stockraiser 
as t~e value of stock must neeBssarily ap~ 
prec1~te. Tlw meat companies which are 
here nave me,·ely operated for four or five 
months in the year. This company, with a 
eap_ital expendi~ure of £350,000, must keep 
the1r W?rks gomg all the year round, and 
what wdl happen? \Ve shall have farmers 
in the inside di,,trict fattening the stock. and 
the men who fattPn the stcek will get fat 
on the business. There is, I am certain 
going to be a markBd appreeiation in th~ 
valu.e of our stock, ·and by this company 
commg here that appreciation of stock •vifl 

probably continue for many years to . con';e· 
I contend, and I am not afraid o: say1ng 1t, 
that it is our business to int-Fre;:;t Lhe capi­
talists in the development of our resources. 
vVe have to bring capital here, and labour, 
too. \Ve are bringing to the country under 
our irruniar~tion la'\VS men 1vho are physr~ 
c"lly strong, and I hope that W•O slull be ablo 
to bring· more than b.ts been provKled for. 
All se:;tions of the C0lTI!llUl1ity aro C!r,cerncd 
in a h0althy and natural ci~velo1)men': of the 
resources of the State. 

An I--Io~OURABLE ~IE:UBER: r., n't you~~ tin1e 

nearly expired? 

The PREMIER: Perhaps it will he <?On­
venient to hon. members if I occup~ tho tune 
till 6 o' dock. 

HOlWURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hrar! 

The PREMIER : I oay it is our business 
to encourage invc· ,tment, and to induee 
.-,apitalists to come to the eountry. Tho men 
engaged on our railways, the men in tho 
service of the State, tht 1vharf labourers, the 
r<LrtAr:::, and all other ·,,-orker~ are inter.f'3ted 
in flfl.eing our industrial pursuits carried Dn 
with vigour. Canada has been larg,,ly ma:de 
the country that it is tv-day by the large m­
flux of money that has gone into that eoul?-try 
to develop its resources; and tho. '9'mt<:d 
States largely ·o\ve.s its p1·csent pos_1tlon 1p 
the world to the vast amount of hqmd funas 
is has at iis command. '\Ve have very grtat 
natur.al :advantages, which must be imple­
mented by the inflow of large amounts of 
capital, so that our natutal advantage'·· may 
be iuade t]p highest possible use of. I hope 
the dav is not f.ar distant when we shall he 
not rricrely primary producers, _but also 
wcondary producers, ·and_ have mdustr:al 
pursuits which will be earned on more Vl!l'o:­
ously than they are now. In a sense, th1s 1s 
what the meat company which is to be esta­
blished down the river will be doing, because 
not oni,;y will they prepare frcZ<;n meat for 
export, but the.1 will prepare tmned meat, 
.and deal in wool and other products, and be­
come a great industrial concern. For what 
purpose do we send our railways into the 
\Vest? To enable settlers to use the land 
more fully. We lend mom:v to settlers, and 
for what purpo'e? To expodite their succes.s­
ful occupation of the land. We lend certam 
moneys to n1iners and mining companies, 
and for what purpose? To encourage 
further prospeeting. vVe advanee mon-eys to 
workmen, and we do this for the purpose of 
,onabling th<>m to get healthier homes and. to, 
make their lives happier. You cannot Im­
prove one section of the community without 
other sections experiencing a reflex b-enefit. 
As it is with the human body so it is with 
the body politie; if one part suffers the rest 
suffers; if the parts be healthy then the whole 
will be h<·althy. No craven-hearted man 
ever diseovered a new continent, .and no 
]over of ease n'er tackled a serub or pene­
trated into tlw '\Vestern plains; •and no- Go­
vernment is worthy of its name whieh shrinks 
from developing the resources of the country. 

Mr. RYAN: Or break its pledges to the 
electors. 

The PREMIER : This Government have 
not broken their pledges to the electors, but 
are honestly carrying ou~ their pledg?s, and 
in the coming davs 1t w1ll be recogmsed by 
the peopln that "we have carried out our 
pleclg<'3 in a way which is for their interest 
and benefit. Our finances are perfectly sound 
in every possible wav. It mtLqt be gratifying 
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to the Committe<' and to the community to 
know that the leader of the Opposition has 
in no way impugned our iinanoes. The hon. 
member has spok.:n on behalf of his partJ, 
and he has no fault to find with the finances 
of the State. The finances are sound, the 
country is prosperous, and the pPople are 
contented, and I am certain that in the 
future Queensland will rival in these respects 
1tny part ,,f the King's dominions. 

Mr. THEODORE (C!hillagoe): During the 
han. gentleman's very excited remarks re­
garding the proposed operation of the 
American meat trust in Queensland, he 
entirely overlooked the interest of the con­
sumer. The hon. gentleman seemPd to be 
highly delighted that a meat trust is coming 
here, evidently to exploit someone. 

Th, PREMIER : I did not say so. I said 
tlwy would be a b<enefit to the producer. 

Mr. THEODORE : There could be only 
one inference drawn from the han. gentle­
man's remarks, and that is that hf' was de­
lighted that an outside company should have 
the opportunity of exploiting the country, 
and that he had no regard for the con­
sumer in the matter. The export meat trade 
.operations of the trust in America has been 
this company, but what benefit will the local 
consumer derive from their operations? This 
will lead to putting up the price to the con­
gentleman. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICVLTURB: The 
local consumer benefits if the general com­
munity benefits. 

Mr. THEODORE: Docs the local consumer 
benefit b.Y the operations of an exploiting 

meat trust? I am surprised that 
[7 p.m.] the hon. gentleman did not show 

some anxiety in connection with 
the commencement of operations in Queens­
land of that beef truBt. The result of the 
operations of the trust in America has been 
to raise the retailed price to 13d. per lb. and 
upwards, and I consider that we should not 
welcome the introduction of anything that 
will lead to putting up the price· to the con­
sumer in Queensland. 

The PREMIER: Hear, hear! 

Mr. THEODORE: That, howeyer, is by 
the way. In. connection with the financial 
policy of the Government, I must express my 
surprise that they have not shown some 
desire to meet the recommendation of the 
Auditor-Gener~l regarding the practice that 
was recently Introduced in connection with 
our public' finances of paying July aceounts 
in June. -

The TREASURER: We have never done that. 
Mr. THEODORE: What happens is that 

the commitments for the previous year which 
otherwise would be paid in · July are 
gathered in and paid in June. 

ThP TREASURER : The hue business 
principle is to pay what has accrued for the 
particular month. 

Mr. THEODORE: It is a principle that 
·has only rcce';ltly been recognised by the Go­
vernment, as IS clearly shown by the Auditor­
General on page 2 of his last report. Ac­
cording to a table he gives in his report this 
innovation was introduced in 1910 for the 
first time. 

The TREASURER : \Vas he not referring to 
the amount of £70,000, which was earmarked 
for the Univer.sity? 

Mr. THEODORE : He was referring in a 
general way to the question of paying bills 
usually presented for payment in July, and 
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gathering them in and paying them. i?- June, 
evidently for the purpose of avmdtng the 
necessity of paying ,a large amount, w~uch 
would in that C<iSe be surplus revenue, mto 
the public debt reduction fund. He makes 
this statement-

" The following shows the expenditure 
for the month of July in each of the past 
four years, illustrati_ng the effect of the 
anticipatory expenditure durmg 1909-10 
and 1910-11:-

July. Year. 1 "Year. 1 
Total. 

I 
Account Old Accn~wt :Kew! 

-- --------- --~-----
£ s. d. i £ ,o. d_. I £ s. d. 

1908 . 17l,fi61 11 4 I 8~,(161 16 nl 2!15,7<!& 7 g 
1909 . ., 187,407 19 Z6i,45t:! 19 9 
1910 .. 77,517 1 

61 81,051 0 31 
9 , 150,763 ro ;I 228,28) 15 1 
4 i 135,tG2 19 1911... 89,711) 7 225,173 6 11 

I I 

The amount of the account for each 
month in each of these cases is within 
£20 000 or £30,000 of each other; but, _be­
cau~e of the juggling with the finances durmg 
1910-11, it is made to app,ear that the amou':lt 
for July account old year is £77,517, and m 
the account new year £150,000. The only 
reason that can be given f_or adop~ing ~he 
practice is not the reason g.Iv<;n by mt~r]ec­
tion by th<> Treasurer, that It IS the ordmary 
busineF,s way, but it is an attempt to esc~pe 
the obligation of the Government regardmg 
the public debt reduction fu!ld. They are 
using these .surpluses ?S ?rdmary ,revenue, 
and introducmg a practiCe m order tnat later 
on when faced with a lean year they may 
pay only eleven months accounts,. and pr!"~ent 
to- the public a wrong financJ.al posttw~. 
Because the Auditor-General sees some evil 
in this, he has recommended that 1,' departure 
should be· made from the practiCe; and I 
want to know whv the Government ~as not 
seen fit to carry ciut his recommen~abon. I 
maintain that any Government m power 
should carry out faithfully the recommenda­
tions made ·by that officer. >r:h.e newspape~s 
have commented on the positwn that t~IS 
~evidently is a desire to fool the pubhc. 
\Vhen the fir.st small surplus of a few 
thousand pounds was prPsented, ·the Govern· 
ment could have presented a surplus of ove<~. 
£200,000, but the amount would. have gom> 
towards the reduction of the pubhc debt. By 
the practice introduced by the Government, 
however, they escaped the o.bligation. ;N~xt 
vear if they are faced With a dec!mmg 
reve;,ue, and find that .their estimate IS not 
likely to be fulfilled, they can pay the 
accounts for eleven months, and defer pay­
ment of the twelfth month, and present 
another faked balance-sheet. 

Mr. FORSYTH: I do not think the.v will do 
it.. 

Mr. THEODORE: Do you m.•an th.at ;ou 
do not think there will be any necessity. 

Mr. FORSYTH: I do not mean that. 
Mr. THEODORE: Why do you think they 

will not do it? 
Mr. FOR3YTH: It would be most unjust and 

unfair. 
Mr. THEODORE: Why do you think they 

introduced the recent practice? 
Mr. FORSYTH : I think the previous practice 

was wrong. 

Mr. THEODORE: .Other States do it. 
Mr. FORSYTH: I do not agree with other 

States. 
The TREASURER: It is the pl!'oper business 

practice. 
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Mr. THEODORE: I cannot accept that 
statement. Members of Parliament must rely 
on the authority of the Auditor-General re­
garding these· things. The Auditor-General 
has referred to this matter on more than one 
occasion; on the last occasion he referred to 
it in rather strong terms, and recommended 
the . abandonment of the practice. The 
Auditor-General was perturbed over tho 
matter, .and after considcraL~c trouble ho 
found there was nothing to which he could 
take exception as being illegal but he re­
commended that the practic_, to ~vhich I have 
referred should be no longer continued. The 
hon. pc;nber for JYiurrumba's assertion that 
an alteration is unneccssar'Y C'annot be ac­
cepted, and it is evi_dent th'at the hon. gen­
tleman IS endeavourmg to apologise for the 
Government in this matter. 

The TREASURER : A business man who 
make·; up a balance-sheet in the way you 
suggest would be doing a highly improper 
thing. 

Mr. THEODORE: Is not the Auditor­
General a business man? 

The TREASURER : I do not say anything 
about that. 

Mr. THEODORE: That is what the 
Treasurer means. He does not give a hang 
for the recommendations of the Auditor. 
General. It is just the same as men who 
are e.:treless of their duties to their masters, 
and they c1.o not give a hang for auditors. 
They would rather not have auditors at all. 
. Mr. I<onSYTH: You suggest that, if there 
1s a lean year, the payments for June will 
he held back next year. 

Mr. THEODORE: That is what will be 
done by this Government. 

Mr. FoRSYTH : They cannot do that. 
Mr. THEODORE: Instead of paving a 

large amount into the public debt reduction 
fund, all this revenue had been expended, 
.and when a lean year comes along they will 
balance their books by discharging to the 
next year certain obligations which should 
be met this year. 

The TREASURER: If you had any know­
ledge of business you would not talk on 
those lin0d at all. 

Mr. THEODORE: Our knowledge of 
business on these matters must be guided 
by the Auditor-General. He is the highest 
authority on our public accounts. He is 
an officer of Parliament, and he is the one 
man who has full acccs~ to all the public 
accounts, and, he has full authority to investi­
gate them. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: So long as they do 
not leave out any payments, we have no 
reason to complain. 

Mr. THEODORE: I should have no rea­
son for complaint at all if tho Government 
followed the practice which they have been 
following for years. It was only started 
when the Government were met with the 
necessity of paying towards the reduction 
of the public debt a large sum of money. 
If hon. gentlemen opposite were not satis­
fied that the practice adopted in Queens­
land for so many years was the correct one, 
they could have easily met that difficulty by 
introducing a new Auc1it Act, and by mak­
ing special arrangements for the introduc­
tion of a new practice regarding these 
things. Neither the Premier nor the Treas­
urer, in the Financial Statement, made any 
important reference to the question of meet-

ing our pre ent public debt by providing 
for an adequate sinking fund to pay for our 
loans. 

Mr. FoRSYTH: There is a sinking fund 
provided. 

Mr. THEODORE: I know there is a sink­
ing fund provided for the £9,900,000 loan 
passed in 1910, but there is a sinking fund 
of lOs. per cent. only in connection with 
that loan, and I think that that is ridicu­
lously inadequate. I consider that any sink­
ing fund on loans for works that are not 
permanent to be adequate should be of such 
a nature as to secure the retirement of the 
loan in fifty y<·ars. 

The TREASURER : vVhat arc our loan moneys 
spent on? 

Mr. THEODORE : Mostly on rail" ays, 
but railways are not always permanent 
works. (Government laughter.) They knew 
in connection with the Cairns Railway that 
portion of it fell into the Barron River last 
year, and it cost the State £60,000 to put 
it in order again. 

The PREMIER: That line was reconstructed 
out of revenue. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It cost 
£130,000. 

Mr. THEODORE: The Secretary for Rail­
ways admits that it cost even more than I 
said to put that line in order. Our present 
system of railways appears to be permanent 
just now, but we can never tell when there 
will be an introduction of some invention 
which will make scrapiron of all our rail­
wavs. The introc1uction of the mono-rail may 
be· the means of relegating all our prcs<:mt 
railways to the scrapheap. The Minister for 
Railways may laugh, but man.y thing~ have 
happened that appeared. to be JUSt as Impos­
sible as that. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I wa' not 
laughing at all. 
Mr. THEODORE: We have spPnt £26,000,000 

on our railways, and if an invention comes 
along, and thev are turned into ~crapiron, 
we will find ourselves in the position that 
we have made no preparation to reduce the 
debt which was incurred in connection with 
the building of those railways. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: We have a 
redemption providc>el, for our last loan. 

Mr. THEODORE : Yes, a sinking fund of 
lOs. per cent., but it is not sufficient, and 
there is no sinking fund provided for any 
previous loans. 

Mr. FORSYTH : Do you want a sinking 
fund in connection with previous lol1ns? 

Mr. THEODORE : Yes. 
Mr. FoRSYTH: Where will you get the 

money? 
Mr. THEODORE : That is the same old 

thing, " Where will you get the money?" 
\Ve could build our railways out of revenue 
if our taxes were properly adjusted. (Min­
isterial laughter.) Hon. gentlemen laugh. 
That is the same guffaw which has met simi­
lar proposals in other Parliaments. If our 
taxation was adjusted a little better we 
would be able to raise sufficient revenue to 
carry on the necessary public works out of 
revenue at the present time. vV e could 
build over 200 miles of railway in a year at 
a cost of a little over £1,000,000. The Pre­
mier will admit that 200 miles of rail way 
would be a fair amount to build each yea.r. 

Mr. Theodore] 
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The PRE:.JIER: We could build 250 miles 
for .£1,000,000 ... I admit 250 miles would be 
a fan· propos1hon for each year. 

J\,11:. THEODORE : It would suit all our 
requuements fm· some time to como. \Vel! 
I .cor;sider tb.t .£1,090,000 could easily b~ 
ra1sec. by a shght adjustment of taxation. 
. Mr. FoR~YTH: How would the slight ad­
JUstment of taxation come in? 

Mr. THEODORE: J'here are plenty of 
avenues of taxatwn. V\·e could have a fairer 
adjustment of the income tax, and we could 
have som2thmg m the nature of a land tax. 

Mr. FORSYTH: You think that would give 
you sur~~cient moneJ ? 

Mr. THEODORE: We have had a number 
of survluses, and han. n1en1Lers will Teinem­
ber that one year we had a surplus of nearly 
£500.000. Then• aro plentv o£ v.a\s b'" 
·w~l~C~l th2 Pr~rr1ier could :~·"lt?r his ~polic~y 
.ana rn._:T;aE=e: h1s ;;:urpl''" ·each year. ~ 

The PRE:UIER : I wish to goodness I knew 
how. 

Mr. THEODORE: The Premier is too 
afraid of his political friends. 

The PREMIER : I do not want to increase 
taxation. 

. Mr. THEODORE : You do not want to 
Increase taxation on your own political 
friends. 

Tho PRniiER .' They are the only onc•S who 
aro pay1ng rt JUft no\V. 

Th~r. THEODORE: Everyone in the con1-
111unr~y- 1s paying because it is h~-·ing passed 
on. fll.c Lm•umn·s i•re really pa,•·ing the 
tax: lt 1s paos(•d on to them. 

The PREMIER : And you want to add to 
then· burdens. 

Mr .. THEODORE: I want to see taxation 
so adJusted that the State can get some of 
the :'nearnec1 mcrements of land values, and 
use 1t as revenue for the State. 

Mr. GuKK: You want your political oppo­
nents to pay it. 

Mr. THEODORE: Nothing of the kind 
Man~ of our political friends will have t~ 
pay lt. If the Premier adopted the polic:y 
wh.ich I hav:e indicated he would be able to 
bmld 250 m1les of railway each year. 

The _PREMIER : I am dying to know how 
to do 1t. 

Mr. THEODORE: V\-Te have increased our 
revenue by. £1,000,000 within the last few 
;rears, and 1t would not be hard to increase 
It .another .£1,000,000. The Minister for 
Railways knows that by builc1ing railwelys 
he en~ances the value of private property, 
·and '' he got that unearned increment it 
would_ help h1m to pay for the building of 
the ra!lways. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: .The people 
have to take up the responsibility to the 
extent of 3 per cent. 

Mr. THEODORE: That is a responsibility 
which they never sought to shirk. It seen:..s 
to nlf' that h~re is an avenue for great 
reforHl reg·archng our financ-es. The hon_ 
gentle!nan ne-ver looked at it in that licrh t 
beforp. l-Ion. gentlemtn1 OP11osite cannot 'g-e-t 
away from the old borrowing policy. They 
always want to go to some other people and 
some otl~er land to bo~row money for th..e 
oonstructwn of works m our country. 

_Tho PREMIER : Car: you tell me any place 
"'here your scheme 1s put into operation? 

[Mr. Th~odorc. 

Mr. THEODORE : There are a great; 
many good schemes that ar·e not at present 
in operation. 

The PREii!IER: I am just thirsting for in­
formation on the matter. 

The TREASuRER : Tell us where your 
Labour friends have put it into operation . 

Mr. THEODORE: The Commonwealth 
Government has put it into operation. They 
use revenue for many things that were pro­
viou-:~ly provid<Kl for out of loan rnonoy. I 
kno\1 that hon. members opposite would emu­
late tho polic-y of the Feckral Government 
in that matter wore it not for their own 
political friends. 

The PRE}IIER: \Ve do not want to follow 
tho Commonwealth. 

Mr. THEODORE: The han. gentleman 
would have \ ... --en in an awkward predica­
ment a few months ago had it not been for 
the Common>H>alth coming to his assistance. 

Mr. BooKER: vVe have heard that before. 

Mr. THEODORE: That is no reason why 
you should not hear it ag,ain. W"' find that we 
have been confirmed in the opinion that we 
then expre,ed, that thP Government were 
then in an awkward financial position, and 
that they were in the condition of possibly 
having to close down all their public works. 

The PREMIER: Not at all. 

Mr. THEODORE: In addition to that, 
the hon. member had the effrontery to 
appear before the electors of Queensland 
and say that they were not in a difficult 
position. He said he could get millions at 
3 per cent. 

The PREl\o!IER: \Vho said 3 per cent.? 

Mr. THEODORE : His political friends. 

The PREMIER : Nothing of the sort. 

Mr. THEODORE: The official organ of 
the Government-the Courier-was using the 
same argument during the election cam­
paign. 1he 1:-Ion. tho Pron1ic~.· can1o to ~orth 
Queensland, and at the little village of Port 
Douglas, where he thought nobody would 
notice what he said, he used the argument, 
again. 

The PREMIER : I never spoke of 3 per cent, 

Mr. THEODORE : You said you would 
have no difficulty in getting money at that 
rate. Here is what the Gou1·ier of 19th 
April says, and it was using the argument 
as it was used at the time by the Govern­
ment and its supporters-

" Taking their cue from the leaders, 
many of the socialistic candidates are 
talking about the loan moneys presently 
due, and asking how they are to be met, 
inferring that the Government will be 
unable to meet its obligations. 

" So far as the leaders are concerned, 
this statement may have been made 
through ignorance, tho only alternative 
being that it is a wilful attempt to mis­
lead the electors. . . . So far from 
it being something to be dreaded, the 
falling due of some of the Queensland 
loans would be welcomc;d at the present 
moment, for the amounts would be imme­
diately taken up at a kss rate of 
interest than that now being paid. For 
instance, on the figures mentioned by the, 
socialist candiclates-£14,000,00D-4 per 
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cent. interest works out at £560,000 per 
annum. The loans referred to could 
easily be issued at 3 per cent. 

(Opposition laughter.) 
"It is a well-known fact that financiers 

do not care about lending to countries 
governed by the socialist element, owing 
to the danger of repudiation . . 
and if any money is lent a high rate of 
interest is charged on account of the 
greater risk, whereas with a stable 
Governs.nent in povYer, and one 1vhich 
abidPi' by the laws of the country, and 
sees that they are justly carried out, 
without fear or favour to anyone, there 
is always eagernes' to invest or lend 
money, resulting in keener competition 
and a low rate of interest." 

The PREMIER : Where is the socialistic 
Stat"? 

Mr. O'Sur.r,IVAN: ·where is your low rate 
of interest now ? 

Mr. THEODORE : The hon. gentleman 
practis0d in this manner the policy of 
deception before the electors of Queensland. 
He knew the Government was in financial 
difficulties, but he deceived the people by 
leading theni to believe there was no such 
·difficulty. 

The PREMIER: The people were well aware 
of the facts. 

Mr. THEODORE : They were when the 
members of this party placed the facts 
before them. It is rather remarkable that 
the hon. member in his speech this after­
noon made no reference to the position of 
the Government Savings Bank, seeing the 
great importance of the subject; and the 
Treasurer very ce\sually dismissed the matter. 
in his Financial Statement. 

The TREASURER: The Treasurer se·ems to 
be doing much for your discomfort.- You 
have been trying to ruin Queensland, "nd I 
am tr:Jing to save it. (Opposition laughter.) 

Mr. THEODORE: The difficulty with the 
hon. gentleman is that he cannot conceive 
of a difference between himself and the 
oountrv, or between his Government and 
the st'ate. Because this party is trying to 
find out the defects in the policy of his 
Government, he thinks they are trying to 
find out defects in the country, which. it is 
unnecessary to say, is an entirel;y different 
thing. He says-

" When it is remembered that Savings 
Bank funds made available by the· pnr­
chase of Government security are wholly 
expended in and for the benefit of the 
State, and are used for railway con­
struction, for the purchase of the estates, 
for closer settlement, for loans to 
settlers by the Agricultural Bank, and 
to aid in the erection of homes under 
the \Yorkers' Dwellings Act, the people 
of Queensland should co-operate with 
the Government to assist them to retain 
this business, and to resist the encroach­
ment of the Commonwealth Govern­
ment.'' 

Is that not an attempt to deceive the Com­
mittee and the country? What does he 
think the Commonwealth Government is 
going to do with the money placed at its 
disposal? Is it going to expend it, as the 
hon. member for Murrumba has suggested, 
in a foreign country? Is it going to lend 

it to Italy to finance them in their war 
against the 'Turks? I do not think that is 
a rearonablc suggestion for any member on 
the Government sid0 to make. The Com­
monwealth Government could make good use 
of this money. 

1>'1:r. FORSYTH : \V e want it spent m 
Queensland. 

Mr. THEODORE: The Com)11onwealth 
Government made a fair proposition to the 
combined Stcctes, a:ld those States would 
have done well if they had accep1 ,,d It. 

Mr. FORSYTH: It is a cruel thing to try 
and take this 1noney away £ro1n us. 

Mr. THEODORE : There is no suggestion 
on the part of the Commonwealth of doing 
that at all. With the Commonwealth's pro­
posal there would probably have been more 
money available for Queensland than there 
will be otherwise. Th0 Commonwealth 
offered to take the States in as shareholders, 
and to let the States participate in the man­
agement of the banks, and the Common­
wealth was willing to make loans to the 
State Government of 75 per cent. of the de­
posits. It made that propoc,al. 

The PREMIER: And we made the s~;ne. 

.Mr. THEODORE: It was ridiculous for 
the hon. member to make such a proposal 
to the Commonwealth Governm<ent. The 
Commonwealth offered the State 75 per cent. 
of the deposits, and that was right enough; 
but I do not see why they should have taken 
in the State Governments into the manage­
ment. \Vhy should six different Govern­
ments interfere in the busine;s? As I 
have already caid, the Commonwt>alth would 
have ullowed the States to retain 75 per 
cent. for their own purposes, and there is 
no doubt 20 out of the other 25 per cent. 
would have also been spent in tiHl States. 
In fact, thf possibilities are that in States 
like Queensland, where there is more room 
for development, there would haYe been 
more than 25 per cent. spent. .Anyhow, 
when it comes to the qm•,.tion, let me ask 
the hon. memJ:>.,r for Mm·rumba what right 
have the States to consult and wrangle with 
the Commonwealth regarding the Savings 
Bank? Does he not think they cihould con­
sult the depositors? Are not the d0positors 
to be considered? And if this Government 
had the best interests of the depo'<itors at 
heart, they would allow the managers of 
the bank to buy the very best security. 

Th,, SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : The 
depositors will answer that question them· 
selves. 

Mr. THEODORE: It \muld be much 
better from thA depositors' point of view if 
the managers were permitted to purchase 
the bc9t aTailable security. They could get 
more than 3 per cent., and that would be a 
perfeetly reasonable proposition from the 
depositor.' point of view. In all this busi­
nc9s there has been no regard whatever to 
the depositor. There had merely been a 
desire to get cheap money. 

The PREMIER : There has been no other 
df'9ire on the part of the Commonwealth. 

Mr. THEODORE: The suggestion that 
the Commonwealth is going to spend the 
money in foreign countries is puerile, and 
had it not been for the political antagonism 
of the State to the Commonwealth Govern­
ment, the latter would most probably have 

Mr. Theodore.] 
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entered into the agre'lment suggested by 
Mr. Fisher, whereby they would have re­
tained 75 per cent., and the Commonwealth 
would have had the other 25 per cent. 

The PREMIER : \Vhat we offered was iust 
as reasonable. 

Mr. THEODORE : The hon. gentleman 
knew that before he made that offer the 
Commonwealth Government had decided to 
enter into the banking business, and this is 
an essential branch of the banking business. 
They could not carry out a proper banking 
business and allow the States to run O!J.e 

portion of the business, and the 
[7.30 p.m.] Commonwealth another portion 

of the business, on the under­
standing merely that they got 25 per cent. 
of the funds. It would have been v5>ry much 
better for Queensland, and I venture to say 
there would have been more money avail­
able-there would have been more depositors 
-if there had been an amicable arrange­
ment between Queensland and the Federal 
Government in this matter. At the present 
time there is going to be a war carried out 
between the two Goveruments in this sphere 
of action. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Who declared the 
war? 

Mr. THEODORE: The State Government. 
GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: No, no ! 
The PREMIER : You have a very perverted 

view of the case. 

Mr. THEODORE: Because the hon. gen­
tleman did not accept the reasonable offer 
made to him, he now calls any reasonable 
view of the matter a perverted view. The 
hon. gentleman cannot view any Common­
wealth activity with any degree of equani­
mity. 

The PREMIER : Quite. 

Mr. THEODORE: I suppose the hon. 
gentleman admits that the Commonwealth 
Govei:nment is going to get a great deal 
of this Savings Bank business. 

The PREMIER: I hope not. 

Mr. THEODORE: It is no good hoping, 
when the hon. gentleman must know that 
they ar_e going to get a good part of this 
businPss, and the State Savings Bank will 
sufff'r to a CPrtain ,-··dPnt: perhaps not to 
the whole extent of the business that the 
Comomnwealth will get, but they will suffer 
a loss of more than 25 per cent. of the 
present business. That is a reasonable as­
sumption, so that the State after all will 
come out to the bad so far as that arrange­
ment is concerned, and how will they ex­
plain thdr attitude? 

The TREASURER: Can you justify the action 
of the Commonwealth Government in saying. 
"'l-ou h<lY·C .PStahlish('d your s~vin~s B,ank,. 
and now we are going to take it from you, 
and repay you less a discount of 25 P<lr 
cent?" 

Mr. THEODORE: If the diff,erent States 
had done their duty in regard to this ques­
tion of the bankiug business, the Common­
wealth Government would not have inter­
fered. It is a legitimate sphere of action 
for the Commonwealth Government. 

The HOME SECRETARY: It was never con­
ceived originally that they would interfere 
in th"t sphere. 

fMr. Theodore. 

Mr. THEODORE: It was always con· 
ceived and as soon as the Commonwealth 
Gover~ment saw that there was likely to be 
opposition -to the scheme on the part of the 
States, they made a reasonable offer to the 
States. 

Thf' TREASl;RER : You are trying to keep 
up your reputation in this House. of at­
tempting to belittle the States as agamst the 
Commonwealth. 

Mr. THEODORE: Under the proposals of 
the Commonwealth Government, the States 
would have benefited, because there would 
have been more money available. More 
branches would have been opened, and there 
would have been a bigger business. generally, 
and more encouragement to depositors; and, 
further than that they would probably have 
offered a better ;ate of interest than can he 
offered by the States. I think, after all, the 
depositors in this matter should be con­
sidered. 

The TREASURER: Yes, and we are consider· 
ing them, and they recognise that too. 

Mr. THEODORE: I am afraid that the 
hon. gentleman is wrong. I am afraid he 
has some fear in regard to this mr;t:ter, and 
I think the depositors are recqgms1ng who 
are their friends in that respect. 

The HOME SECRETARY : 'I'hey are. 
Mr THEODORE: I no\,. wont to rder 

briefly to the railway policy. ~his is .a 
matter touched upon by the Premwr_. I~ I8 
very evident that this Governmer:t, durmg 
last year and right up to the electwn, made 
an attempt to curry favour with the electors 
regarding their railway policy, and now: they 
find, having gulled the electors suffimently 
for the time being, they have to put the 
true position before the electors, and have 
declared that they cannot go on with their 
railways. The rema~lmble thin&" is t~1at the 
electors were so easily gulled m _this ~at­
ter. They could not see that an mcreasm!l" 
loan .expenditure year ,_tfter yen· could :r;-o'-' 
go on for ever, and the railway policy, 'Yh10h 
was introduced last year, and the_ railway 
Bills which were passed through this House, 
were merely attempts to offer a S<;P ~o ce_r­
tain electorates in the Southern distncts m 
order to get their support, and there has 
been no reasonable attempt or desire on t~e 
part of the Government to carry out their 
proposals. 

Mr. MAOROSSAN: Were you not in a posi­
tion to point that out? 

Mr. THEODORE : That position was 
pointed out vigorously in the session before 
last when the \vild-cat railwavs ,,·er-f' intro-
duC:,d. , 

~Ir. MACRO'lSAN: Could not you have 
pointed out the position to the electors? 

Mr. THEODORE: The Government can­
didates were unscrupulous-(Government 
laughter)-and they also had the pow_er <;f 
the Prhs placed at their disposal, wh10h IS 
such a good machine by which the electors 
can be deceived. 

Mr. RYAN: The speech of Mr. Vowles, the 
member for Dalby, is a complete answer to 
th<cm. 

Mr. THEODORE: The attitude recently 
talwn up by members of that side bears out 
how unscrupulous members on that side were 
when they went before the electors, regard· 
ing the railway policy of the Government;. 
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promising railways in every district which 
they must have known could not be con· 
structed, and some of the candidates them­
selves were deceived, as witness the atti­
tud<• taken up by the hon. nwmber for Dalby. 
That hon. member was deceived, and the 
mPmher for VY.arvvick .and tllP ll1Cnlhf'r .cor 
Cunningham were also deceived. 

M:r. MAOROSSAN : Do you say the Govern­
ment are spending too much or too little 
on railways? 

Mr. THEODORE : It has been stated here 
time and again, and I say it again, th~t 
because of the financial policy of the Govern­
ment, they are landing themselves in a 
jin .. 1ncial Inora<s. They have heen spendaing 
increased amounts of loan money year after 
year, which they could not keep up, and 
which they knew they could not keep up, and 
now they have practically closed down all 
railway construction. The hon. gentleman 
talked about the intention of the Govern­
ment to go on constructing agricultural 
lines. That is another attempt to deceive 
the Committee. After giving a definite pro­
mise in one case-to my certain knowledge 
a definite promise was given by the Minister 
for Railways for the construction of one 
agr5·.ultural r1ilwa~ -~ 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Where was 
that? 

Mr. THEODORE: From Tumoulin to 
Ct-d~u Creek. 'rhat railwa;~ is not to b-~ pro­
ceed• ! with. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The line 
was passed last year. 

Mr. THEODORE : The line was passed 
last year, and now it is closed down, and 
the Government have told the people so, 
quite callously, because there are hundreds 
of settlers there who spent their all in pre­
paring their selections in anticipation of a 
line being built, and who will be entirely 
ruined if the line is not constructed. The 
statement of the Premier regardil)g one of 
the other railways-the Mount Cuthbert 
Raih, n-was that thcv could not shift tho 
plant; · benause the pi ant was there they 
must go on with that railway. In connec­
•-ion with the Tnn1ou~in to Cedar Creek Rail­
way, the plant was there. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The plant 
was not there. 

Mr. THEODORE: The plant was there 
when the promise was made. The h~n. 
gentleman knows that more than two years 
ago I introduced a deputation representa­
tive of the Northern people, asking for the 
construction of this railway. I do not wish 
to appear parochial-it is not because it is 
in the district I previously represented that 
I am speaking on this matter. It is be­
cause it is an agricultural railway, which 
should be built, but which is now being 
abandoned by the Government because they 
see the necessity of offering a political sop 
to ~om<' of the Southern portions of the 
Sbte, and they do not care about the North. 

Mr. FoRSYTH: There is £10,000 on the 
Estimat{S for it now. 

::Vlr. THEODORE: I want also to call at­
ieni ion to th0 ~-,normous incr{<: ··i·e in lo.an 
expc'l<!iture. Thc·"e }~as been ·practically no 
rcfcrF,,·q mad<· to this by the two hon. 
gentlunon on the Ministerial benches who 

have spoken on the Financial Statement-;­
the very dangerous increase of loan expend:· 
ture in the last year or two. In 1903-4 rt 
was .£603,805. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: It was a shame to the 
country it w.as not more. 

Mr. THEODORE.: In 1904-5 it w.as 
£225A66, in 1905-6 it was £297,624, in 1906-7 
it was £t183,570, in 1907-8 it. was £1,093,676, 
in 1908·9 it Wd £1,247,821, Ill 1909-10 rt was 
£1,486.216, and in 1910-11 it wa~ £1,995,301. 
In 1911-12-la·-t V< ar-it was £3,324,248. Do 
Minister3 ·expect that the p~opie bel,ieved 
that that rate of loan <>>cpendrture cou"d be 
continuAd? I know that the hon. member 
£or Murrumba did not b-·licve that, because 
he wacned th<>m thRt tho rate of loan cxpen· 
diture WRS L·:> high, but he must have known 
that that rate of loan expenditure was 
carried on last year in order to rnake 
political capital ,or his party. This year 
we see a decline-it is £2,000,000 odd on tho 
Estimatce. 

Mr. FORSYTH: It w11s before the elections. 

Mr. THEODORE: The han. member 
knows that the cl<ldions were looming. I 
am not blaming him, I .am blaming h_is want 
of perspicacity that he did not realr·.c that 
the Government "as introducing this policy 
mcrelv for nolitical ·purposes. This year 
they 'prophe- to expend £2,835,250. Th":t 
also is an inordinateiv high rate of expcndi· 
t'lre, and it is a rat<i' th8t this country can­
not keep up. 

The f-~E~RETARY FOV. RAIL WAYS: Why not? 
It is for ruihvay building. 

Mr. THEODORE: The han. member 
knows that it cannot be continued. He knows 
that his Treasurer is pretty cmphati,, upon 
that point, and wlwn they trice;;! to get loa:n 
money for works the~" could.not got 1t, until 
they ,arrang<>d for wo~ks which "·)Uld involv<:> 
tho cxpcn{liture of £3,000,000 in a year, 
which i:_ not only .an insane policy but one 
which they cannot carry out, because they 
cannot get money .at a rEawnable rate of 
interest tD do so. Sooner or later the country 
will ho fa<>AJd with a serious nosition regard­
ing the condition of the different industries. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: You would not go back 
to the year 1902 or 1904, would you? 

Mr. THEODORE: When this party is on 
that side they will adopt a policy which will 
not involve an expenditure of £3,000,000 per 
annum, and I think there will be no neces· 
sity then to complain about the public works 
policy. 

The TnEASURLR: You will foliow the 
PX-amples of your brothers in New South 
·wales. 

Mr. THEODORE: We certainly will not 
follow tho policy of the Gov.,rnment in intro­
ducing wild-cat raib;ays in the Western 
countr:y, son~- of \',hich \ill not p:ty foT· axle­
gr~.aEr'. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Your party supported 
the Kidston Government when thor,· v,Bre no 
public worb at all. 

Mr. Mur:PHY: The country was ·,tiff then. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. THEODORE: I would like to' oeJI 
tho Treasurer's .attention to what appears to 
be a disparity in his t:1blc on pag-e 3 of the 
Fin:1nci:1l Stat<m.ont, and a som:' ;vhat similar 
table in the Estimates. The appropriation 
in the Chief S<1cretary's Department for 
1911-12 is giv~n as £133,496, which is £2,927 

Mr. Theodore.] 
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less than that which is statoo under a similar 
item in the table to the Estimates. Of 
course I know that a similar amount appears 
as an exeegs under the it·e!n of Treasurer. 
The item is exactly that amount less, and 
appears on the sanm table in the Estimates. 
The,·e may be •ome <lifference between the 
Chid Secretary's and the Treasurer's Depart­
ments, but it is remarkable that the disparity 
does not oc<.cur in the tabk s giv<>n in the· 
Estimates. Instead of the excess being 
£62,000 the <>xcBs.; is re:.!iy £65,021. 

The TREASURER: That is just a book entry. 

:Mr. THEODORE: This seems a remark­
able <>xcess when the appropriation is only 
£133,000. What is the excess due to? 
. The TREASURER : Probably for immigra­

tiOn. 
Mr. THEODORE: Probably for th•c pay­

ment of pas.age money for immigrants. It 
~eems to me that bofom -ueh a groat excess 
of expBnditure is incurred Parliament should 
be consulted. Full particulars .are not given 
as to what the execs•, is due to but we shall 
probably get it in the Audito;-General's re­
port. I think Parliament should be consult<>d 
before £65,000 is paid for immigration in 
on€ :i' ar, over and above what has ·been 
passed by Parliament, and upon which Par­
l-iament has never been consulted. There 
was a gr~at _'lmo':'nt of :n:on<>y spent Last 
year on Immigration. This year there is 
going to be a sn1all an1ount. It seems from 
the utteranc<os of ths Premier that only 
£33_,000 provid<>d £or in the Chief S€Cretary's 
Estimates w11! be spent on immigration. 
La;;;:'~ ye-ar tl1ere 'Yas a considerable sum in 
acklition to that provid< d _by Parliament­
£70,000 loan monBy and £30,000 out of the 
Chief Sf""·etary's Department-and then 
there is this excuss of £65,000. That seems 
:1_ hug,-· sum to pay in onB year on immigra­
tiOn, and 'a large portion of it without con­
sulting· Parliament. Ev.an the hon. member 
for Murrumba will not assert that Parlia­
ment ha,d an opportunity of discussing that 
Item. 

Mr. FORSYTH: You have the opportunity 
Df discussing how it is spent. 

Mr. THEODORE: There is no informa­
tion in the Financial Statewent 'as to what 
that execs., is spent for. I do not think the 
9overmmmt can justify the policy of spend­
mg over £100,000 on immigration in one 
y<':tr, and spending onlv £33 000 this vear· 
or spending any sum on"immigration without 
first <:'msulting Parliament. 

Mr. FoRSYTH : It is £28 000 more than 
was appropriated, that is all. 

Mr. THEODORE : I asked the Treasurer 
how that excess Df £62,000 was spent and he 
says it was spent on immigration. 

Mr. FoRSYTH: Not in immigration. 
Tf:e TREASURER: I said probably on immi· 

grat1on. 

Mr. THEODORE: The hon. member for 
Murrumba, ·who probably is the real Trea­
surer, says it was spent on immigration. 
£65,000 should nDt be spent on immigration 
without consulting Parliament. ="To doubt 
when the hon. member is speaking he will 
tell us exactly what has been spent on immi­
gration. The PrBmier has at last found the 
correc~ policy ::<>gardin~. immigration-the 
necnssity of makmg conditiOns attractive and 
aatisfactory enough for work£rs in this State 
~o as to attract immigrants without th~ 
necessity of paying for their passage. He 

[.Mr. Theodore. 

admits that large numbero of people from 
the old country are being attracted to 
Queensland, no doubt because of the pros­
perity that Queensland is enjoying in ma;ny 
of her industries. And that i·, thB polwy 
which this party <>ntirely concurs in. If we 
can make the conditions in Que<>nsland good 
for thB worker th<>re will be no necessity to 
pav scalp mon~y to gf't imnrigrants to oom.e 
to ·Queensland. 

The SECRE'rARY FOR AGRICULTURE : Do you 
think the workers in England are in a posi­
tion to pay their passages? 

Mr. THEODORE: Perhaps they are not, 
but large numbers are coming here. There 
is no doubt that the payment of scalp money 
to get immigrants for this State will not get 
us the best class of immigrants-the class w_ho 
will remain in Queensland. The Prenner 
made a passing reference to the mining in­
dustry, and told us that he believes that 
money can be spent on the Palmer Gold­
fields with good results. It is only lately that 
he has discovered that. The expenditure of 
money for deep sinking and prospecting on 
the Malbon gold and mineral fields has 
been r,dvocated by members on this side of 
the House every time the Estimates have 
come up for consideration, and it is only 
lately that the Premier has decidod that he 
will spend monev on that field. I gather 
from speeches made on the Address in Reply, 
and from remarks of members which have 
been published in the newspapers, that the 
Government have undertaken to spend in 
Charters Towers and Gympie large sums of 
money for deep sinking. 

The TREASURER: Hear, hear! 
Mr. THEODORE: It seems to me that the 

determination to spend money in those places 
has resulted from a desire to give a political 
sop to constituencies which return supporters 
of the Government. Last year only £8,000 
was voted for this purpose, the previous year 
the amount voted was only £8,000, and since 
1908 the amount has not been greater than 
£8,000. 

Mr. FORSYTH: It was £10,000 la .. ;t year. 

Mr. THEODORE: I stand corrected. 
This year a sum of £20,000 is put down on 
the Estimates for the purpose of encourag~ng 
deep sinking in oonstitucncies returnrng 
members who support the Gov<>rmn<Jnt. 

The TREASURER: You know that is not 
correct. 

:Mr. THEODORE : I know it is correct, be­
cause before the Estimates were submitted to 
Parliament the money was allocated to par­
ticular districts. I have made applications 
for grants in aid of deep sinkinii and pros­
pecting on certain mining fields m Northern 
Queensland, and I have always been told that 
until the amount was voted by Parliament 
no monev would be available for that pur­
pose. Tfiis year, before the Estimates were 
introduced it was stated bv certain respon­
sible meml}ers that this money ;vi!l be '!'':de 
available for the purpose of assistmg mmmg 
in Charters Towers and Gympie. I am not 
saying anything against assisting those fields. 
Gympie is certainly entitled to grants for t_he 
purpose of testing deep ground, an~ so also 
are Charters Towers and other distnots. In 
this matter of developing the deeper grounds 
in our goldfields we could profitably expend 
£20,000 each ye>tr, but such money shou.ld 
not be given as a political sop to those dis­
tricts which support the Government. 

Mr. FoRSYTH: In 1908 the expenditure 
was between £8,000 and £9,000. 
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Mr. THEODORE : That may be so, but 
:it does noo affect my present contention. I 
hope that mining members will not overlook 
the necessity for having money made avail­
able for prospecting purposes. Tho money 
which is voted in aid of prospecting is not 
merely for equipping prosp•·cting parties, but 
is intended tci be used fm· tho development 
of shallow ground-for exploratory work in 
shallow ground-and it is f?und yery useful 
for that purpose. It also grves a great deal 
of encouragement to miners. But recentlv 
the amount voted for this purpose has been 
only the small sum of £2,000. This year also 
the amount asked for is £2,000. If the 
Government recognioo that there is a neces­
sity for assisting the mining industry, why 
do they not make £10,000 available for that 
purpose? Applications for grants from this 
vote have been received and approyed by thr 
department before the money is made avail­
able by Parliament. The result of this will 
be that during the remainder of the year 
there will be cmning in from different parts 
of the country applic1.tions which cannot b" 
satisfied. The expenditure of money on deon 
sinking and prospecting assists the mining in­
dustry directly, and it is an advantage to the 
whole State. We could profitably spend £20,000 
a y<l11r in a,.sisting dee;J sinking and prospect­
ing. With regard to the que•1tion of in­
creases to public servants, the leader of the 
Opposition rightly pointed out that the 
Treasurer made an inaccurate statement when 
he definitely stated that, apart from the mem­
bers of the Police Force, no othPr publi-c ser­
vant in the reeeipt of over £400 a y<"ar was 
given an increase. 

The TREASURER: I repeat that. 

Mr. THEODORE: The hon. gentleman 
him·df pointl•d out that health officers in 
receipt of a higher salary than £400 have 
rwen granted increase". ' 

The TREASt:RER: Thnt was done before the 
Estimates were framed. 

Mr. THEODORE: These Estimates are 
framed for this year, and have to be pasE·ed 
by Parliament. If the hon. gentleman 
thouo-ht there 'las an obligation on the part 
of the Governm0nt to give increases to cer­
tain offic< rs outside those mentioned, could 
he not have sLtted that apart from the neces­
sarv oblig-ations incurred bv the Government 
no 'incrc{sos were given to' officers who 'vere 
in receipt of over £400 per annum? The 
incr<-•l""' to th<" superintendPnt at Go~··lna 
may be an obligation of that kind. 

The TREASURER: You have already had 
that explained. 

:Mr. THEODi L~E: Of course we have had 
;~ explained, bu · the hon. gentleman still per­
sists in den~_;i.,c: that increases have been 
given to offir- ,-, receiving oyer £400 per 
annum. There are numbers of public servants 
in receipt of £3'.10 a year who are receiving 
increases. This year there are ninety-seven 
such officers, and- last year there was a great 
many more. I do not begrudge an increase 
to the ninety-seven officers who are getting 
£300 a year or more, because the increased 
cost of living has affected public servants 
just as it has affected other persons in the 
community, and, no doubt, they deserve their 
incre~ses. So long as increases are given 
each year on the principle of granting in­
creases to all who deserve increases in their 
sal~tries, no matter whether they occupy high 
or low positions in the service, that policy 

.cannot be cavilled at. The policy which this 
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party objects to . is that of giving increa_ses 
to the higher-pard servants and neglectrng 
the low-paid. servants. 

The bell indic.tted that the hon. member's 
time had expired. 

After a p-ause, 
Mr. HAMILTON (Gregory): Seeing tl:at 

membt>rs on the other side do not seem In­
clined to speak I wish to cav a few words 
before the St~t-em<>nt goes through. T_he 
Premier told us the Statement was volu;nu:­
ous, candid, and f;lr-reaching. I say rt IS 

far-re-aching, L· cau,,e the Tr~­
[Sp.m.] surer, in order to draw conrpar~-

sons between the ren ,me for thrs 
year and other years, went~ b<-J.d~ as far a.s 
1902. I say that is a most unfarr comparr­
<on be<·,mse the vear 1902 W<'IS the "or'3t year 
Qu;ensland ever" saw, whil-e last ~- '-.,ar was 
one of thf: best. I am g1 :1d to sac that the 
Premier has been drawn intD giving us some 
information as to the railwa:: policy of the 
Government. \Vith regard to the Great 
Western scheme, he gav<> us to understand 
that the Gov-ernment are going to abandoa 
that particular line. 

A GoVER~MENr :!\1:EMlll'R: He nPver made 
that stat-ement. 

Mr. HAMIL TO~: It is to ho taken fro'." 
the sppoch of the hon. gc'ltleman that he. IS 

not going tn co,ntinuc the far \V<;stern lme 
for some time to come. I s-ay this Govern­
ment got into power on false prd-ences. It 
is no use saying thc:y di<;l not go before the 
electors and make promises of r:uh;·ays far 
and wide. They promised railway,'' that 
would take over ten : t>ars to comple~. I 
think one member on trr other s!d<' Inter­
jected that at the time thor ' pro,ui J of 
rail·w,a vs '' ~re r..:;atie the <'1 ~ ctio.ns wc::-e not 
Ioornirlg. I f···i.Y they '\>4'0rc Ioon1ing .:l:.t_ !hB' 
time; &nd Ministers went ,1bout pronnsmg 
milwavs in 2Jl directions; and the Govern­
ment got in under false pret:·nccs. 

Mr. BOOKER : Quote a fc,;. 

Mr. HAMILTO~: Jondo• ·aic '"a' one, a!_Id 
it is huno· up LOW. The people in that drs­
trict ",,.,;:, told Lv tho MinistN it '"" to go 
on. Tho farJnC'rS said they we~".C afrBid ~o 
o-o v v ith their cultivation bAc ,•1' ~· they drd 
;;ot lmo'Y they would ~·pt the raih- .1:·: Tl_10y 
F:>id thc·y would not purchase farmmg Im­
plement• unl-ess they knew tL·' railway was 
going to be made. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I table-d the 
plans in tho House the next day. 

Mr. HAMILTON: They purchased their 
farming implements; but where is the rail­
way to-day? 

Mr. FoRSYTH: There is a •-um of £10,000 
on tho Estimates. 

Mr. RAMILTOK: What is the use of that 
to the people who purcha"-fced their imple­
ments? It is only on paper yet. They m>:Y 
have to wait two or three years for the rarl­
way. 

Thlr. vVIENHOLT: Does not that apply to 
ev~ryono tdike ? 

Mr HAMILTON: The same thing applies 
to other eases. They mad" promises which 
they must have known they would not be 
able to carry out. As far as the Western 
Railway is concerned, tho Government have 
broken the terms of the Act. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER : They would br0ak 
anything. 

A GOVERNMENl' MEMBER : Break tho Op­
position. 

Mr. Hamilton.] 
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Mr. HAMILTON: The Great Western 
Railway Act includes the Western extension. 

Mr. FoRSYTH : To Camooweal. 
Mr. HAMILTON: From Tobermory to 

qamooweal, and all other Western exten­
siOns-they all come under the heading of 
the Great Western scheme. The Act dis­
tinctly states-

. "Th~ Commissioner is hereby autho­
rrsed t? pr<>nare the plans and thereupon 
forthw1t~ proceed with the construction 
of the smd railway." 

In section 6, it distmctly states-
" The construction of the Groat Wes­

tern Railway shall be commenced as 
n<_;arly as ·may oo simultaneously at 
Walla!, Blackall, \Vinton, and Malbon 
ar:d shall. be continued from those place~ 
without mterruptwn until the said rail­
way is completed." 

Can the Government say they are carrying 
that out? 
, The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You know 

tne reason why the extension from Winton 
has not br,en started. 

Mr. HAMILTON: I know it has not been 
start~ from Winton. I know the pl.ant and 
men have been taken from Sulieman Creek 
to l\fount Cuthbert for tho construction of 
that line, though it would. be' only a few miles 
to completB the extension out to the Sulie­
man. Tl_1e traffic over the line would justify its 
constructiOn. Anyone who knows the country 
know:s that it is the gate to the Northern 
Terntor.y, and if that line is constructed 
there Will be a very big traffic in c:<ttle 
alor;e. I hav<' nothing whatever to rav 
agam.t the construction of the :Mount Cutl1-
b<:rt line, which ic ,a lin0 that, in m: opinion, 
wrll paj, and ought to b, built as it goes 
to~Yard a gulf port ,and is in :t ,,,:,rv good 
mmeral district; but I say that men" should 
not b':' ta~en from the Sulieman line until 
that lme IS completed. At the last election 
my opponent pointed out that if the Go­
vernment continued in office these lines 
would ~e carried out and completed. He 
also pomt_ed out that I voted against some 
of th?"" lnw~, which I did. I voted against 
the hne w~rch ~he Minister has intimated 
he h;;s no mten~wn for some time of going 
on With. I was m favour of the extension of 
the Western ex:tensions, and I think it would 
be the best pohcy for the Government to con­
tinu':' the. extension of our ·western lines into 
th<;> mtenor. Looking at the earnings of our 
railways, we see that the lines westward 
from the coast are our best paying lines. 

Mr. BoOKER : The furth<>r th<>y go tho 
bettor they pa::. 

. Mr. HA.MI;LTON: If it was not for those, 
hnes the Railway Commirsioner would not 
be able tu show surh a large amount of 
revBnue as he has shown for the last few­
years. 
. Mr. MAC~OSSAN : Your deputy leader said 
It was a wild-cat scheme. 

Mr .. HAMILTON: He said that the way 
the railway W<;nt from Tobermory to Camoo­
weal was a wrld-cat scheme, and I say the 
same. It. t;_·avels through my electorate for 
a good diScance, and I know that country­
as "::n ~" any man in Queenshnd, and I: 
saY 1c wrll be a wild-cat scheme for many 
years to come. 

Mr. BoOKER: Mr. Fisher will make the 
connection. 

[Mr. Hamilton. 

Mr. HAMILTON: If we got a guarantee 
from the Commonwealth Government that 
they would make the connection from Pine 
Creek to Camooweal, then I would be pre­
pared to take another view of the matter 
altogether. 

Mr. BooKER : Common sense would dictate 
that . 

Mr. HAMILTON: Certainly common sense 
would dictate it, but that railway was rushed 
through the House without any guarantee 
from the Commonwealth Government that 
that would be do:qe. 

Mr. BoOKER: Mr. Fisher is anxious to 
make that connection. 

Mr. HAMIL TO!'\: If Mr. Fisher, or any 
other Primo ::\1inister who may happ€n to 
be in power. come, for" ard with a proposal 
of that sort, then I mn prepao·ed to rc· 
consider what I said about that scheme, 
but as it is at present it is a wild-cat scheme. 
What I want to point out is that I do believe 
in the n1ilway extensions to the far West, as 
by doing that we will conserve thB trade of 
our interior for our own Queensland ports, 
but if we build this railway from Tobermory, 
we will not be conserving the trade for our 
own ports. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: We are run­
ning West with the lines as fast as we can. 

Mr. HAMILTON: But you are not going 
fast enough. At the rate you are going at 
the present time, some of those railways 
will not reach their terminal points in an­
other decade. I think myself that before 
the second section of the line from Winton 
is gone on with, some notice should 
be taken of the petition sent in by the resi­
dents of that district, and that the line 
should be carried further north than it is at 
the present time. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: To Boulia? 
Mr. HAMILTON : I do not say that it 

should go to Boulia, because I do not think 
that any Government can take into con­
sideration any small town, but I think my­
self it should go close to Boulia, if not to 
Boulia, oocause it would traverse very good 
sheep country there. Thc'n the Suliernan ex­
tension should be carried further north. A 
large petition has been sent d.own asking for 
the line to be deviated from Springvale to 
Boulia, and that should be complied with as 
near as possible. So far as the Statement it­
self is concernRd, I think the Government 
can congratulate itself on the good seasons 
they have had, and on being able to show 
a surplus for the year. We know very well 
that a few months ago things were looking 
pretty black in the interior-and it is to the 
interior that we have got to look for our 
progress-and if those rains had not come 
just when they did, the finances of Queens­
land would have been in a precarious con­
dition, and instead of a surplus there would 
have been a possible ddicit. There are some 
thing,, in the Statement which call for passing 
notice-and serious pa,,.sing notice. There 
are some items here under the heading of 
"A{rric:1lturfl" that I might refer to. Accord­
ing to your statistics we had an increase of 
our population last year through immigra­
tion to the extent of 13,000 or 14,000, at a 
co,,t of £162,000. \Ve are told that the Go­
vernment are bringing people out to settle 
the wa,,te placPs of the State. We are told 
that they are bringing people out to be­
COL~e producers by settling on the land. 
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VV~e Sf!C in the daily Press, almost evNy time 
th~t ~mrrugrants arrive here, that they are 
brmgmg large sums of money with theru 
We see difte:·ent. accounts of how much 
money these 1mm1grants possess. We will 
be t?ld that one man has £200 cash seven 
or eight years' experience as a farm~r and 
that he intends to take up land. Well, un­
der the headmg of " Agriculture" in thP 
Treasurer's Statement, we learn that last 
yea': tJ:ere were 15,026 acr<'s less under 
cultivatiOn than there was in the previous 
year. There has also been a large demand 
for land, for we see by the Statement that 
no less than 6, 730,464 acres of land were 
selected last year. 

The t'lECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: There was a 
large mcrease in artificial grasses last year. 

MJ:. HAMILTON: It is quite evident that 
a lot ?f ~and must_ be going out of agricul­
ture-It 1s not bemg tilled at all, and it 
~u~t be_ pu~ to so~e other use. Whether 
1t 1s gomg Into artificial grasses or not I 
do not know; but it is not profitable for the 
~tate that this sort of thing should con­
tmue. ~e know ~hat at the present time 
many r&Ilways ~hwh have . been built into 
some of the richest farmmg districts of 
Que .. nsland are n?t payinJ axle-grease. 
Some of them are m the Warwick district 
Take the Kil~Drney line, for instance. Just 
look at the figures there. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Look at what we 
went through. 

Mr .. HAMILTON: Look at the Craw's 
Nest hne, and other lines in that district 
Some of them have not paid one-half pe~ 
oeiJt., yet we are told that farming is the 
backbone of the country. I think it would 
be. a very good thing to insist that a cer­
tam. a~ount of land should be put under 
cult1vatwn.. When the amending Landi 
Act was gomg through the House, the hon. 
member for Maranoa suggested that there 
should be a condition attached to every ap. 
plication that was granted, that a certain 
amount of land should be put under culti­
va~ion.. It would have been a very good 
thmg If. tha~ had b?en adopted. We im­
pose residential and Improvement conditions 
and I do not see why we should not make ~ 
condition that a certain area of land should 
be put nuder cultivation. That is only a 
fair thing, especially when we pass large 
~urns of mone:y e"Yery year to build railways 
u;tto . those. distric~s, because without cul­
tivatiOn ~arlways mto farming districts are 
never. gomg to pay. The railways will not 
pay 1f they have only got a few cans of 
milk to caru on them. 

Mr. GILLIES: They are guaranteed lines. 
Mr. HAMILTON: Yes, but we do not 

know how long that guarantee is going to 
last. Mark my word, you will find that in 
a few years: time the member who will 
not pledge himself to advocate the abolition 
of. the guarantee principle on the railways 
Will get short shrift from his electors. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: They are 
paying the guarantee now. 

M_r. H_AMILTON: Yes, I know they are 
paymg 1t now; but every time they are 
called upon to make up the deficiency they 
make a noise about it. ' 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: They have 
to pay it all the same. 

Mr. B. H. CoRSER: Didn't you support the 
guarantee system? 

Mr. HAMILTON: Yes, I belisve in it. 
I believe the guarantee system is a good 
thing. 

Mr. B. H. CORSER: You are not a farmer. 

:Mr. HAMILTON : I do not think that 
you are one either. (Laughter.) Last year 
they spent £171,000 on agricultural stock, 
and we are going back every ye"r from the 
point of view of agriculture. I do not think 
that the farming community appreciate the 
money Parliament is voting to assist thern 
and benefit them. We have establishments 
for their benefit all over the State. We 
have Gatton College and State farms at 
other places all for the purpose of instruct­
ing the farmers in tho most up-to-date and 
economical methods, yet in spite of all that 
money being spent we arc not ma,king any 
progress at all in agriculture. I think that 
a good deal of that money is being thrown 
away, and it is not being appreciated. The 
Statement shows that the value of all crops 
for the year was £3,185,792. Of this sugar 
alone amounted to a little over one-third of 
the total, so that it shows that, so far as 
cereals and other kinds of agricultural pro­
ducts are concerned, the area of land culti­
vated in the State is very small indeed in 
comparison with the ar0a of the State and 
the area held under selection. As far as 
land settlement is concerned, the leader of 
this side of the House spoke of the great 
demand existing in all our Western uoun­
tries for grazing farms, and I can thoroughly 
endorse what he has said, notwithstanding 
that the Government say they are making 
land available as fast as they can. For my 
part, I say that they could make double the 
quantity available, and that it would be 
taken up readily. 

The TREASURER: Have we not established 
a record? 

Mr. HAMILTON: You may have, bm 
still I think you could easily double that 
record. I know men who have been trying 
for three or four years to draw selections, 
and have been unable to do so, and all the 
time their funds are becoming depleted. In 
this Statement it sa vs that th<' g-ross land 
revenue is £843,402, "and I want to ask the 
Minister how much of it is real revenue? 
It says £316,772 W<'re obtained from 
pastoral rents, and we know that that is 
real rev.:cnue. But the rest is part of the 
purchasing price of land that has been and 
is being alienated. I do not call that 
revenue at all. It is a decreasing factor 
every year, and the only bona fide revenue 
is the money obtained from pastoral leases 
or grazing farms. If you put land up for 
selection at so much an acre, and the selector 
pays so much a year, with the privilege of 
becoming the owner of the land at the end 
of, say, twenty years, then what he pays you 
each YE'ar is not nvenue, but purchasing 
price. The Chief Secretary was congratu­
lating the \'ommittee on the increase in the 
revenue from pastoral occupation, ar.d I can 
endop,e that. There should be a ver::, bit-:· 
increase, beCi>USe we know that the second 
period of reappraisement CO)lles on this or 
next year, and it is only to be inferred that 
we shall get a larger revenue, because I 
know there are parts of the country v. here 
a much larger ratP could be paid withou~ 
doing an:;one any injury whatever, whiJ,e 
there are parts where a les··ar r,ate than i'' 
now coUected couJ,d be fairly paid. It seems,. 

Mr. Ham-ilton.] 
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howev<:lr, that notwithstanding the late re­
sumptions that have been made, and are 
bt--,.ing made from tin1e to time~ the revenue 
is still being increased. That showc3 a lot of 
land that was formerly idle is now coming 
under occupation, and I know of land that 
has bem1 ta]{{ln up these last couple of years 
tl1at formerly fo" twe·1ty or thirty years the 
Government secured no revenue from at all. 
People are now paying rent for land that 
they would not have looked at as a gift 
three or four ;; ears back. Not only that, 
but we kno.,- that from land that has been 
resumed, and which is being taken up as 
grazing farrn>, wt· arc receiving- an increase 
in revenue. And I say that when resump­
tion is due at c...ny ti1ne, that resumption 
should be made. The Chief Secretan· baid 
that is being done, and he challenged "me to 
give specific instanCP' of where it is not 
being done. 

The PRElriER: Hear, hear: 

Mr. HAMILTON: I do not want to men­
tion specific c~··~s on the floor of the House 
~ut I could give him a good many speoifi~ 
Instanc,~s. 

Tho PREMIER: Hear, hear! We can deal 
with them. 

Mr. HAMILTON: I have put in myself 
a.pplie.ottion that certain resumptions should 
be made. \Ve have be8n told that certain 
resumptions were not made on account of 
there not being sufficient surveyors. I was 
told, in answer to a question I put in the 
House last year, that there were not suffi­
·cient, but later on we were told thP-re is a 
5nrplusal'e of surveyors. 'We know, how­
eyer, very well that there ~re large resump­
tiOn" that a.re clue, and whwh are not being· 
made. · 

The PREMIER: In what district? 

I,fr. HAMILTOK: I Lan speak for my 
own district. 

The PREMIER: Sheep or cattle? 

Mr. HAMILTON: Both sheep and c">ttle. 
But I do not advocate resuming cattle 
?o~nt.ry. \Ve do not want resumed country 
1f rt rs not fit to put sheep on it, because wo 
know that people do not take up small 
areas on which to pnt cattle. I know of 
country that I have aFked to have resumed 
but unfortunately it has not been clone. I 
would here like to make a comparison be­
~ween t}:le benefits to the State of its different 
mdustrres, :1nd I would first like to say that 
when the question of railways is brought up 
we find that when railways are asked for 
the Western country the applic:ttion is 
treated in a disparaging manner. We are 
told the railways are wanted more down 
near the coast. 

The PREMIER: Your le~der advoc:1ted that. 

Mr. HAMILTON: My leader has never 
said a word a~·ainst the We·.tcrn extension. 

:Mr. RYA:f: He criticised the Government 
for br<>aking its promises. 

Mr. HAMILTON: Over 80 per cent. o:E 
the value of our exports is made up from 
our pastoral products and that shows the 
pressing n<:lcessity of o)Jening up the V{e .. •,tcrn 
·country. 

The PREMIER: Hear, hear! 

Mr. HAMILTON: And it shows that we 
.should resume all the country we can. r 
know of 'a large run that was resumed. One-

[ Mr. Hamilton. 

half was taken up in selections, and the 
other half remained with the lessees. That 
latter half is now carrying as much stock 
as the whole run formerly did, which simply 
show9 the improvement that had been 
effected by the increased settlement. 

The PRE1!1ER : VI ere they overstocking ? 

Mr. HAMILTON: No. The hon. member 
challenged me to give some specific in­
stanc<es of runs that might have been re­
eumed and had not been. I could do sci, and 
as a matwr of fact I have done so to the 
department on several occasions. Moreover, 
I have ~ivan them the information that 
there wer':'e a lot of people waiting for such 
re3un1ptions. 

Mr. HARDACRE: I gave a list last' year that 
Q,l"c not opened yet. 

Mr. HAMILTON: It is said m the 
Financial S·~ntement that-

' In 1910 there were thirteen est a b. 
lishments, employing 1,923 persons, en­
£"::,g. d in the slaughter of stock tor 
preservation as food, and there were eo 
treated 167,064 cattle of all ages and 
1,119,660 sheep, but though the oattle 
slaughtered la<t year numbered 200,256-
an increase of 33,192-there was a drop 
in th0 sh<·<ep treated to 303,932, a reduc­
tion of 8151728. Whatever may be t!;te 
reMon for this fall, it cannot be said 
that the dry s;>ason will account for the 
whole of it:" 

This is news to me. I C[Lfl quite understand 
that there is a decrease in the number of 
c..tttle, becau'e there are a numb•:•r of very 

large stations that were cattle 
[8.30 p.m.] stations a couple of years ago. 

but the cattle have been sold and 
sJ-,;:.ep are taking their place. I k~o~ th~t 
there is a reduction in my own d1strwt m 
t:te number o·' cattk holdinge, and I d·are· say 
that will appl~· to many other districts, and 
will ~pply to m,my more as we extend our 
railwa:·,, I cannot understand the reason 
of such a drop in the number of cheep th:;;t 
is a vail able for home ' onsumption. 'I,V e know 
verv well that the nrice of mutton to the 
consumer in Brisbane- recently has been almost 
prohibiti' e, and why that should be so I can· 
not say. 
Th~ PREMIER : It is not because of the 

.A.merican meat trust. 
Mr. HAMILTON: I have never heard of 

any gn :tt los" haYing occurred through the 
short stretch of drought out there a few 
months ago. I do not think there were 
sufficient loeecs in stock to cause such a large 
shrinkage in the numbers as mentioned in 
thi·:l s~7't.~--~n11e·nt. I S:tV that thore is '30m·ething 
radical!y wrong. I do not know whether the 
beef trusc has got a hold here yet. Whet~er 
the meat trust is responsible for the large 1!1· 
crease in price to the consumer I cannot say, 
but I hope that they are not going to get a 
footing in Q.ueensland. There has been some 
Yery valuable information brought out by the 
Meat Commission, and, so far as they have 
gone, it appears that the grower doe! not get 
all he should for his stock, and the consumer 
pays fftr too much. The inference to be 
drawn is the middleman must be reaping a 
very nice harveEt. 

Mr. BooKER: Have you heard that the 
meat companies are stirring up strife on 
account of the trust? 

Mr. HAMILTON : I know the hon. mem­
ber and his friends have been trying to get 
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additional works, and he tried to get State 
works, and If he stuck to that he would have 
had the help of this side 

~ir. 1~ JO(:J<;n: Don't you know I am still 
on it~ 

. Mr. HAMILTON: Wo undmotood that 
s~nce the ..:-\.rnerican tr~1st cor;.lnlencecl oper.a~ 
!rons htrL' the hon. nrmnber an~ his fnen<.ls 
havo stopped the agitation for the State to 
step in and build cold stores. 

. Mr. BooKEH: I will give 0ou some informa­
tion h::t,::r on. 

1.Ir .. H.\.,;\llLTON: 1 hope the hon. mem­
h·r w1ll, but I have been given to undBrstand 
that tlmt is the case. 

The SECHET.A.RY FOR RAILWAYS: Vvhat about 
tho expenence of \V estern Australia? 

Mr. I-LDHLTO.N: In that C:!se the stocl­
lmd to he brought_:r01n tlw .North-Wesio, and 
there w,:·; a sh:ppmg rmg, and the Govern­
ment stepped m, purchased their ste::tmen 
and startc\l to carry tho 1n,eat down th' 
coast. e 

The PREMIER: They for;;·ot to purchase 
t!K cattle. 

Mr. HAMIL'lO.N: Then the:, started to 
open butchers' shops. 

A GOVERKMB::>:I' MEMBER: They are shut 
down now. 

, ~:l:r. HA:\1ILTO?\: Perhaps the ring has 
a.me that. _The Goyernmcnt h~w' taken a 
lot of _credrt for appomtmg medical and 
dental mspectors of s<Chools. They cannot 
say that they have done that voluntarily. They 
know very ':Wll that publi~ opinion has f<>~ced 
thorp to do It. They v. ould not take any steps 
u~t1l. a roquf'st w.-:s sont from the W e.,;t.ern 
d10trrcts. some. years ago. Deputation aft-er 
deputatiOn warted on them and got them to 
·,r,"'ut 1t. The Go_vernment did not start the 
use. of gauze nettmg for the schools out West 
untrl some of the shire councils started and 
shamed the Government into taking action. 

The TRK\St:RER:. Ar-c you objecting to the 
Government appomtmg these inspectors? 

Mr. HX~diL'.rO:N_: No. I want to know 
w?other they are gomg to treat the children. 
We know very well that a recommendation 
was sent down an1 the Government was asked 
to take actwn. They sent Dr. Taylor out 
an~ Dr. Taylor recommended that a sani: 
tormm shou)d be established on the coast for 
those chromcally affected with ophthalmia 
but I_ have heard of no sanatorium being 
~stabhshed on the coa.~t for such cas<>s. What 
1s the uso ~f .a dental mspe-ctor having a look 
at a child."'' t,,eth, and \ending a nH· 3sage 
home to hrs mother that he has a rotten 
tooth on top or a couple in thP lower jaw? 

The TRE.\SURER: No; they are treating 
them. 

. Mr. HA~liLTON: I wish to know if that 
rs the case ! Th_ey should treat tho children. 
As regards placmg money on the Estimates 
fm; an. m_crease in the salaries of teachers, I 
thmk rt IS only a proper thing to do. \Ve 
know very _well the salaries given to male 
teachers 1s madequate to live o!', and many 
g~Jod teachers J::rave been leavmg the ser­
nce. Jus~ 1magr:te a man in th<> "ar \Vestern 
cou':ltry wrth a wrfe and two or thre,, children 
havmg t.o hve on £110 a yeur! That is not 
~n adcquai;<,. salary_ at tJI. There is no class 
m the j~ublw servrce so badly paid as the 
lower-pard officers of the Education Depart­
ment. 

The TREASURER: Don't forget they re­
ceived increases last year. 

Mr. HA:211ILTON: I know they received 
increases, but they received very low salaries, 
and \Vhen we cou1e to think tha1 sorne nwn 
receiving £300 have beun raised to £1,000, 
and others receiving £';\JO have been in­
crear.ed by £100, it is a fair thing that 
toach<Jrs only receiving £100 or £710, should 
also roc,::.ivc increase;;;.. T.ucn, as regar.Js tho 
salary of some of the ''omen in the litt:c 
schools, I say the salaries are a disgrace, and 
it is no credit to the Government if they are 
giving the teachers, f opecially those in th<> 
lower grades, a slight increase. ·we know 
very well that a man, in order to become a 
head t,·ctch<Jr, mu.;t be c•~U< ;c-ed. It will 
probably havo cost the parents a lot of money 
for th1.t '".lucation, and cost the teacher lot 
of study, because a school teacher must study 
for ·' c1rs and years, even after he enters the 
service, and it is prettv hard if, aft~r years 
and ye Hs in the public service, and with the 
education they must necessarily have, they 
can only command a labourer's wage. That 
is all it means in some instances. The salar:;­
doos not compensate men for brains at alL 
A man could get far better wages in many 
other callings, and teachers are leaving the 
d<Jpartmcnt every day to take up other work. 
The department have great difficulty in get­
tr;ng ;n1ale teachers to go out into the co~ntry 
du;trrcts to take charge of schools, s1m.ply 
because the sa!ary is so small. I do not 
blame the department for this, because I 
believe the officers of the department and th, 
:Minister who was in charge of the depart­
ment we,s sympathetic, and m,,Je the posi­
tion much bettor. I bolieve the Under Sec­
retary and everyone else would like to be in 
a position to give larger increases than they 
are able to give, but the Government do not 
supply them with the nece,sary money. 

The PREMIER : The recommendation of the 
Public Instruction Department is adhered to 
in the present Estimates. 

Mr. HAMILTON: What I object to is 
raising the salaries of men .already getting 
£600, £700, and £800 a year, ::tnd passing 
over public servants like this. The Chief 
Secretary made the statement that there was 
no one-excepting the police-in receipt of 
over £400 a year who was getting an in­
crease this vear. There was a lot of in­
stance; rea.d· out by the deputy leader of 
this -narty. who are re,,eiving over £400, and 
:-·et they want to ehield th<cmselves behind 
the excu,e that a contract was made some 
time previously. How many more such con­
tracts have been made? 

The PRE)!IER: Every case that is cited 
there. 

At 8.41 p.m., 

The CHAIRMAN: "Under Standing Order 
No. 11, I call upon the hon. member for 
Leichhardt to relieve me in the chair. 

Mr. HARDACRE thereupon took the chair. 

Mr. HAMILTON : Some of tho increases 
which have been made this year, anc1 more 
especially the increase of £200 a year, with 
a motor car and chaffeur thrown in, to the 
CommisFioner of Police, is one that I shall 
have a little to sav on when we get to tho 
Police Estimates, because I do not think it 
is one that can be justified even by this. 
Government. It is just the methods of Dub­
lin Castle corning in. 

The PRE:'.!IER : What is that for? 

llf r, H arnilton. J 
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Mr. HAMILTON: Repayment for ser­
vices rendered. I shall have a little to say 
on this when we get to the Police Esti­
mates. It is not a right thing to give these 
big incroa 'OS to men who are already get­
ting £400 or £500 a year, when other men, 
who have be~n twenty or thirty years in 
the service, are only getting £200 a year, 
and have wins and children to support. As 
far as th<> S~atement is concerned, it would 
not matkr »·hat Government was in power; 
if they had the seasons this Government 
hado thev would have been able to show 
surpluse; ju t as well. I beli<>ve that if 
another GoY~rnmcnt was in power, they 
would be ab:e to show a surplus. 

The PRE1!IER : The best revenue producer 
is the ra1n. 

Mr. HA -nLTON: If the rain had not 
come at tiJ., time it did, I think the Go­
vernment, with the reckless expenditure they 
were going on with at the time, would have 
come to grief. 

The PRE1!IER : When ? 

Mr. HAMILTON: The han. gentleman 
said that thPse increases were entered into 
some time ago. 

The PREMIER: Where is the reckless ex­
penditure? 

Mr. HAMILTON : The rain saved the 
position. There was a lot of reckless ex­
penditure going on. 

The TREASURER : I think you advised us to 
go on with the Western extension, because 
it was quite right. 

Mr. HAMILTON : When you speak of the· 
Western extension, I .am not in favour of the 
trans-state scheme. I do not believe you 
should go on with that portion of the Western 
extension. When you went to the country be­
fore the election, .and you promised the people 
that, if you were returned to power, you could 
borrow money cheaply; that notwithstanding 
you had to meet £13,000,000 or £14,000,000 
falling· due within the next three or four years, 
you had not the slightest doubt you could 
do it, and that you would welcome some of 
the loans falling due-the han. gentleman 
must have known that he was not correct 
when he mad.e that statement. I say that he 
went to the country under false pretences, 
and some of the members behind the Go­
vernment were returned under false pre­
tences. I do not eay that was their fault ; 
they had the promise of the Premier that 
these railways would be built in these dis­
tricts. They have befln returned, and what 
do thev find now ? They are told that the 
Government cannot go on with them. They 
are afraid. to object to that, because they 
know thev will be shunted like the han. 
member for Fitzroy was shunted. We know 
very well that the han. member for Fitzroy 
is not the only opossum in the tree that 
they would like to shoot. We know very 
well there is a gentleman in another place 
with a political gun loaded, which he is pre­
pared to level at one or two more opossums 
in the tree. They are not game to open 
their mouths, although they know very well 
that they were returned on the promise that 
these railways would be built, I think that 
is not a fair thing at all. When a Govern­
ment goes before the country they should 
give a truthful and accurate statement as 
to the state of the finances. 

The PREMIER : We did, too. 

[Mr. Hamilton. 

Mr. HAMILTON: They never told the 
people hen they were before the country 
what the stat"' vf the finances was, bPcause, 
before the House mot, they had to go and. 
get assistancfl from the Federal Govern­
ment. That was not till after the electwn. 

The PRE11IER : Long Lofaro the election. 

Mr. HAMILTON: They had to post the 
Bill home after the election, to ratify it. 

The PREMIER: Everybody knew that the 
money was in our hands long before the 
election. 

Mr. HAMILTON: The hon. gentleman 
gave tho country to m;.ders~and that he 
would have no difficulty m rarsmg as much 
money as he wanted for railways. 

The PREMIER: About the 20th or 23rd 
January that money was available-before 
the strike. 

Mr. HAMILTON: I am quite sure that 
if they went to the country to-morrow, some 
of them would not come back to occupy the 
places they occupy to-day. 

The PREMIER : There would be more of us. 

Mr. HUXHAM (Buranda) : I am goin_g to 
speak briefly on the Statement, espe01ally 
in regard to the matters th":t have been 
touched upon, because I recogmse that mem­
bers have spoken from therr experrences m 
previous Parliaments, and even before that. 
But there is one aspect of the mat~er I want 
to dwell upon-that is the _question of th_e 
expenditure during the commg year, whwh 
I fea·r most acutely the Government Will 
fall in over. 

The PREMIER : ·which expenditure do you 
refer to-loan or revenue? 

Mr. HUXHAM: Not from loan-from the 
general revenue. 

The PREMIER : What department? 

Mr. HUXHAM: I speak of it generally. 
The indications that we have at the present 
time show that we luve undoubtedly bad. 
times coming upon us. Nobody can shut 
their eyes to the fact that, durmg ~he last 
month, things have been very_ acute In Ens­
bane. That is not my expenence only, b?t 
the experience of ot~e~ han .. members m 
this House, .and, if this IS co:rtmued for any 
length of time, I am satisfie~ tha~ . the 
revenue which the Government IS. antiCipat­
ing during the financial year will not be 
realised by a very large sum. 

The PREMIER : Which of the sources will 
be affected ? 

Mr. HUXHAM : I think the general 
revenue-I am not detailing them at. al!. 
The Premier, when speaking just :rm':, mdi­
cated that we should be lacking m mcome 
tax. . 

Mr. FoRSYTH: It,will be £20,000 less this 
year. 

Mr. H1JXHAM: Yes, £20,000 _tl_Iis year. 
The han. gentleman, in my opmwn, was 
very optimistic even i:r that, because I ar;n 
satisfied when we realise at the end of this 
year, with the bad times in front of us-I do 
not want to see them, I have suffered enough 
even this year and want to see them better, 
but I do not 'shut my eyes t~ the ~act that 
we are in for a bad time durmg this twelve 
montha. 
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Mr. BommR : The aftermath of the trade 
disorganisation in the early part of the 
ye,ar. 

Mr. HVXHAM ; Xothing of the kind. 
Not only shall we m Queensland feel it but 
jt will be felt throughout the whole of 'Aus­
tralia. 

The PRE1HER : Is that the result of the drv 
spell of weather? -

:Mr. HUXHA¥: The dry spell of weather 
and the uncertam ccasons that w<e mal' ,ex-
pect. • 

The TREASC:RER: Doe'" not the agitator 
conTe in anywhtr-e? 

Mr .. HUXIIAM: The agitator does not 
como m anywhere. I think the ao-itator is 
often ,a blessing in disguise, as he s~hakes up 
the Government and awakens them to a sense 
of their duty. 

The P:aEMIER : Assuming that our revenue 
expootatwns are not fulfilled, where do you 
propose to cut down expenditure? 

Mr. HUXHAM : I am like my leader in 
~hat matter, and ~ay, as he did, that when 
It become,; a questiOn of adjusting wavs and 
means we shall be over on that side "of the 
House, and will look after the, matter. 

Mr. FoRSYTH: When you get there. 

Mr. HUXHAM: Our getting there is only 
.a question of a short time. When the Go­
'll'ernment have ~aised the £15,000,000 which 
they are to obtam from the London market 
then it ":ill be time for us t<:> step over ther~ 
and sc: If we cannot do something that will 
be sa.tisfactory to t_he eou.ntry. When the 
Premwr was speakmg this afternoon ,and 
saying, "And then, and then," I interjecte-d 
"The miUenium." I believe that then ther~ 
will be a millenium, not onlv for the worker 
but for the business man .a; well. ' 

The PREMIER: "That will be j,,vful, J'oy-
ful." · 

Mr. HUXHAM: It will be. have 
casually dealt with the question of expendi­
ture. 

The PREMIER: "'o; you have dealt with 
the revenue. 

Mr. HUXHAM : I am dealing with ex­
penditure more than with revenue. We have 
had an incnease in our revenue, but the ex­
~enditure has. increased on .almost parallel 
lmec, Accordmg to the Esbmat''' the Go­
vernme_nt a~e increasing their exr:e~dituro by 
somethmg hke 9 per cent. That IS an unwise 
proceedure. I am g:ad that the expenditure 
is increased in some dircctiDns. 

The PREMIER: \Vould you have us reduce 
the expenditure ? 

Mr. HUXHAM: I will point out -;yhere 
there is a large increase in expenditure 
~h_ich is, in my opinion, justifiable, and that 
18 m the amount set down for our charitable 
and educational institutions. 

. The PREMIER: Over £800,000 in those two 
1tems. 

Mr. ~IUXHAM: I do not begrudge that 
e;xpend!ture. If I had any ambition at anv 
trme to occupy a position in a Cabinet, no 
office would afford me greater delight than 
that. which. wo~ld .Place me in charge of our 
charttable mst1tubons. 

Mr. FORSYTH : I hope you will get it. 

Mr. HUXIIA:\1: I hope the time will 
come when I nia;·, so that I rna} endeavour 
to do something h make the sick, the 
afflicted, and the poor more comfortable. 

The PREMIER : \Yhere would you g-et the 
rnoney? 

::V1r. IHXlL'IJ\1: The money would be 
rais··,d somehow. I am with the Government 
in the increascs which they propose to give 
to our charitable and educational institu­
tions, hLlt there must be some directions in 
which th<>:;- might neduce expenditure. If the 
droug-ht which the Premier anticipated in his 
spPech this afternoon should come upon us, 
we shall not be able to stand the strain of 
this largo expenditure, because our pastoral 
industry and other industries depending 
upon the seasons for their success will be 
knocked kite high. 

Tho PREMIER: You have told u' where we 
mig-ht increase expenditure. but you. have 
not told us where we should decrease It. 

Mr. lfCXH~'IM: I have not told the han., 
gent:ernan that, because it will be time 
enough to indicate where the expenditure 
should be mdueed when this party go over 
to that side of the t·hamber. We do not be­
grudge the han. gentleman and his colleagues 
occupying the Treasury bench for the next 
three years to come. After that we shall do 
something which, I hope, will be satisfactor.v 
to the people of Queensland . 

The PREMIER: \V'ould you support a con­
siderable reduction in the expenditure? 

Mr. HUXHAM: I am not going to give 
my idea of what should be done. It is for 
the Premier and the Ministry to do the right 
thing. 

The PREMIER: I do not know where to re­
duce the expenditure; I tell you that 
honestly. 

Mr. HUXHAM: Apparently the han. 
gentleman does not know where to reduce 
expenditure. As I have already said, we on 
this side do not begrudge an increase in the 
expenditure on our charitable and educa­
tional institutions. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You don't 
begrudge the increase to the railway m-en, do 
you? 

Mr. HL:XHAM: :!'Jo, I cannot say that I 
do; the men who have been underpaid oua;ht 
to receive incn:~a~,q. 

The PREllflER: Would you reduce expendi­
ture on public buildings 'r 

Mr. HUXHAM: Look here, I am going 
on with what I have to say, and will say it 
in my own way. Reference has been made 
to the proposed increase to the Commissioner 
of Police, and I could not help noting .an 
interjection by the hon. member for Croydon 
who said that Jack Story, the Under Secre­
tary for Education, was worth a dozen Com­
mi~<sioners of Police. I am very much of the 
same opinion. The Under Secretary for 
Education has tho administration of one of 
the most important departments of the State 
.and he is drawing £700 a year without any 
"perks." That officer oontrols an expendi­
ture of £493,768 per annum, whereas the 
Commissioner of Police, who has had his 
salary increased by 25 pHr cent., only con­
trols the expenditure of £277,000 per annum. 
The Under Sr<Jretary for Education should 
receive an increase, .and I hold that it is a. 
grave injustice to overlook his claims when 
such a substantial increase is given to the 

Mr. Huxhcwn.l 
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Conuni·:.sioner of Poli•ci\ Yvho has been made 
the pet of tht; Goverm":ent, becauoe, I sup­
poBe, of t11e signal ,crv1ce hu rendered dur­
ing •lw late upheaval. Th'l Government 
ought to reL·.)f!'lll~J the n1erit of the Under 
Se<.__retary fr·:· Education in a n1or-o generous 
way : 'u;u th<'.· have recq;·nised it l1ithuto. 

The TREASURER: I thought you were nr!,;ing 
Goonomy. 

. Mr. HUXHAJ\1: Not a biJ· of it; I spoke 
JUst now approvmgly of an increase in the 
education vote, and said I did not be­
grudge that increase or an increase for 
charitable institutions; but I contend that 
where a man is picked out for special treat­
ment in the way the Commissioner has been 
sele~ted, fo': _an increase of salary, the mat­
ter 1e. one whwh should be severely criticised_ 
I hope th<'lt the Government will recognise 
the di ... ontent that there will be through­
out the whole public service when office I •· 

who have served longer than the Commi~: 
sioner, and have rendered as good service 
as he has, find they are kept at their 
previous salaries while the Commissioner 
is gran;.ed this large increase. During the 
last election there was a great deal of talk 
about converting our loans. The hon. mem­
ber fo:' lZurilpa \vas very keen on reconvert-

ing our loans with advantage to 
[9 p.m.] the State; and one of the 

strongest candidates on the Go­
vernment ,ide, who was not returned for 
Maree, was most emphatic on the subject. 
I suppose he got his information from pub­
lie sources; and in advocating the conver­
sion of our 4 per cent. loans to 3! per cent_, 
he hoped to reassure the public. I do not 
blami;l the Government for not being able 
to get loan money cheap. I believe we 
shall have to borrow money to keep our 
public works going on. I am just as keen 
as the hon. member for Chillagoe agains·i; 
the reckless borrowing of money by the 
Government; and I think loan money should 
only be spent on such works as will pro­
duce sufficient revenue to justify the out­
lay. The Minister for Railways· would not 
put his own money into a venture that 
would show all expense and no profit. 

The TREASURER : If you study table K: 
relating to the Financial Statement you 
will find that after crediting the re'venue 
received from railwa:s, and the interest on 
loans to local authorities, there is only 
£350,000 charged on the taxpayers. 

Mr. HUXHAM: \Yhat about the bad 
times that are coming? 

The TREASURER: Don't be a Jeremiah! 
Mr. HUXHAM: I don't want to be a. 

Jeremiah, but it is of no use to anticipate 
that good seasons are going to be con­
tinuous. There is one thing in the 
Treasurer's Statement at which I was rather 
surprised, though I do not blame him for 
it. 

The TREASURER: He accepts full responsi­
bility. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: I mus'l; 
ask hon. members not to interject. 

Mr. HUXHAM : I want hon. gentlemen 
to give some information about the Sea_ 
forth Estate; I want to know why the 
interest charge on that estate was dropped 
in 1910. When the previous Governmen 1'; 
bought the Seaforth Estate for £226,000~ 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: £22,000. 
pr, ... Hu:rham. 

Mr. HUXHAM : The estate was bought 
for £22,000, and there has been an accu­
mulation of interest of nearly £10,000; but 
that intm:est charge was dropped in 1910. 
I say that a suspense account should be 
opened, and interest oharglld against the 
estate. If the Government does not con­
sider the est,xte is worth £22,000, it is just 
as well to out it down to its real value, just 
the same as would be done in a business 
concern. 

The SECRET.l.RY FOR RAILWAYS: On that 
principle we can put up the value of our 
railways. 

Mr. HUXHAM: I would not object to 
that if the Government can show that the 
railways are ')VOrth more than appears on 
the Estimates. If a man bUJ"S a city pro­
perty for £10,000, and the following year 
he knows it is worth £12,000, he gives its 
value as £12,GOO; but if it falls in value 
subsequently, he brings down the amount 
below £10,000 if necessary. It is always 
wise to re-assess our estates and bring down 
tbe arnounts if thPy fall in value or increase 
the amounts if they rise in value. The old 
Indooroopilly bridge that was carried away 
by flood in 1893 is still put down as an 
a;ocf\t. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL WAYS: We have to 
pay interest on the cost. 

Mr. HUXHAM: That does not matter. 
You have not the bridge. I maintain that 
if thaf bridge is at the bottom of the river 
covered with silt, or taken away, it is not 
an ast•et. 

The TREASURER : With regard to repur­
chased estat~s, you will find that, generally 
speaking, the transactions have been so 
highly satisfactory that Seaforth can be put 
on one side altogether. 

Mr. HUXHAM: I am not dealing with 
that aspect of the question. I say that the 
Government bought an estate some years 
ago for £22,000, and interest was charged 
against the estate up to the year 1910, when 
it had accumulated. In that year the in­
terest had accumulated to over £9,000; and 
then it was dropped. I want to know the 
reason why. If that estate is not worth 
anything-, it ought to be wiped out as an 
asset. If the land is not worth £22,000, and 
is only worth a £5 not0, then bring it down 
to the £5 note. I want to know if the 
Treasurer will give me the information why 
the:5 ceased piling up the interest on the 
Seaforth Estat() in 1910? 

The TREASURER: I was not there in 1910. 
;yrr. HUXHAM: I thought probably the 

Treasurer could give me the information. 
Another thing I would lil<e some information 
about is in connection with the return which 
I asl<ed for to-day. I do not want 
the Treasurer to imagine that there was 
any sting in my asking the question. How­
ever. I was not granted the return, as "Not 
formal " was called to it. M v reason for 
asking the question was that ·I wanted to 
know whether we anticipated a profit on our 
Savings Bank transactions or whether· we 
would have to use the monev without any 
profit at all. · · . 

The TREASURER: Usuallv the Savings Bank 
has not made verv much direct profit, taldnl:' 
into account the 'working expense~. 

Mr. HUXHA:W: That means that we shall 
have a loss. 

The TREASURER: ~c 
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Mr. HUXHAM : With a lack of depositors' 
fees coming in and the charges going on 
there must be a loss. 

The- SECRETARY FOR RAEW'-YS: There will 
be millions of depositors coming in. 

li!r. Hl:XHAM: I would like to say here 
that I sympathise with the Government over 
the loss of that money from the Savings 
Bank. 

The TREASURER: I would like to make an 
_explanation if I may. 

Mr. HrxTER: Who is making the speech? 

The TRF 'SUREll: It costs less to run the 
Savings Bank now than it did prior to the 
Commonwealth starting them. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIR;y1AJ'\: I ,;,ust 
once again draw the attention of hon. mem­
]:>er, _to . the fact that ther? are too many 
mterJcctwns. Reasonable mterjections are 
not objectionable, but when there are too 
many interjections it takes off from the time 
allowed to a member for speaking. 

HoxorRABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. Hr:<:TER: The Treasurer is making th-e 
speech himself. 

Mr. Hl:XHAM: I admit that provision is 
made in the Estimates for taking over 
grammar schools. The people where gram­
mar r, hools <-·xist have suffered, compared 
with the other towns, because high schools 
a~e established there. I do not object t~ 
h1gh schools whether there are grammar 
schools or not, but seeing the advantage that 
the children have got who go to high schools 
it i' time that the Government made a move 
on the line<,. of t~Lking over the grammar 
schools, so that tho children could have free 
entry into the grammar schools from the 
primary schools. We know the advantage the 
children haYe who go to high schools, because 
they _can shl~Y. an~ prepare the way for 
entcrmg the Umv~rs1ty without having. to go 
through the hardship and drudgery of wmning 
a scholarship or bursary. If our grammar 
schools were taken over our children could 
go straight into them from the primary 
schools. 

Mr. HAMILTON: They could qualify for 
that-not compctitiqn. 

. Mr. H_LXHAM: No; simply by qualify­
mg for 1t. In the case of the high school 
the fifth standard will qualify, but if children 
want to go to a grammar school they have 
to have special lessons and special study, and 
they have so much to do in connection with 
the competitive examination that thev fre­
quently break down. The children should 
have the chance of entering a grammar 
school as they have now of entering a high 
school.. T.hore is another point, so far as 
education 1s concerned, and that is the hard­
ship which our teachers have to suffer. 'I'he 
hon. member for Gregory has dealt with that 
but there is one case which is well worth 
considering, as it will show the treatment 
that the imporkd teachers receive over those 
that are here. Import-ed teachers come out 
here under a great advantage. They are 
giyen C~ass II. qualification, and they re-
9e1ve the1r steamer fares and a month's salary 
m advance, and they are looked after gener­
ally >vhen they come here. Now, I have an in­
stance of a teacher who was reappointed to 
a school in Queensland. I did not get this 
from the man himself, so I do not want him 
to be blacklisted. I got it from one of his 
friends. He applied for readmission to th~ 

service, and he had to pay his own steamer 
fare down, and had no ad.vanta.,e pven to 
him at all. Everything was made hard for 
him, while everything was made easy for the 
irr:ported teachers. The general treatment 
afforded to our teachers is not what it should 
be. The imported teacb,':r" arc giYen £162 
a y<'ar and the Class II. qualifi_cation, but 

•what a different footing our own teachers 
are placPd on, as we have t.cacherv in the 
f.-ervice \Yith fourteen vears' V<':_oericncc get-
ting £140 a year. ~ -

Mr. l\lACRDSSAN: Haven't they got to pass 
an examination at home,? 

Mr. RGXHAM: They have not got to paFs 
a loc~l examination. 

Mr. :NiACROSSAN: But have they not got to 
pass a qualifying examination at horne ·1 

:'.lr. Hl:XH.lcrll : That may be so, but I 
maintain that the standard hen is just as 
high as that in th·-' old country. Why should 
not the teacb,ers hl're have the same advan­
tages as the imported on ;s? I sinec-rely hope 
that we shall not import an~· more tea<:hers. 
It doe'! not give much chance (.J amb1t1ous 
boy" who have a trait for tc aching if they 
feel that whilst thE'Y tre uncle, going the 
drudgery imported teachers will be :,rought 
out to take the bc-'t schools. 

Mr. HuNTER: If they do not pay a better 
screw, they will have to import a lot of 
teachers. 

Mr. H1JXHAJH: I understand that when 
they a,dyertisc.J for teachers :a:~ Qu,_,,,~nFo:.and 
over 400 applications were received to fill 
the positions that vrer"-~ offeriDg. No\v, with 
regard to the curplus. I t:.l ke the TrPas­
urer's word for it that the finances were not 
altered at the end of the twelYe months in 
order to reduce tho surplus. 

The TREAScRER : I explained in my State­
ment that the school buildings were paid 
for ont of reyenue instead of loan. 

Mr. HUXHAM : If we bracket the ex­
penditure for Juno and July in 1911, and 
also for the same months in 1912, we will find 
that the average expenditure for those two 
moriths in 1911 >vas £411,126, and in 1912 
£431,940. If you look at the month of June 
for the last two yearo you will see that there 
is an excess of expenditure over and above 
the ordinary expenditure. There seen1s to 
be some method of working it which I can­
not understand. For instance, the figures 
for four months in 1911 were-April, 
£297,906: May, £291,531; June, £596,878; 
Julv, £225,373. For 1912, the expenditure 
for· those months was ;;;s follows :-April, 
£360,057: May, £360,522; June, £618,972: 
July, £644,918. So that it will be se{!Il that 
the average for the month of June 
and July bracketed together is . nearly 
double the expenditure of Ap_r1l and 
May m each year: and that, 1t seems 
to me, has ·been used by the Go­
vernment. In 1912 we had the same inter­
esting figuree. For April it was £360,057. ~n 
May, £365,522. In June, £618,972; and 1.n 
July, £244,918. So I think that there IS 

some explanation nm,cJ.cd why th,cre should 
be an abnormal expenditure for those two 
latter months over the ordinarv months of 
the year. • 

Mr. HUNTER: You do not suspect the 
Treasurer? 

Mr. HUXHAM: 
everything, though 

I see some ~ood in 
it is hard to get good 

Mr. Huxlzmn.l 
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out of some people. (Laughter.) I think I 
shall conclude my remarks by asking the 
Hon. the Treasurer to kindly explain later 
on how he accounts for this extraordinary 
discrepancy in the June and July returns a's 
compared with the other months. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The State 
paying up its debts. 

Mr. HUXHAM: It seems to me there is 
an extraord.inar:; sum of money being 
brought into one month that might well have 
gone to the reduction fund. .U least, it 
will be admitted the expenditure seems ab­
normal. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: There may 
have been an extra fortnight's railway pay. 

Mr. HUXHAM : Making all allowances 
for that, it seems that in the one year there 
is a sum of £240,000 that might have gone 
to the reduction fund instead of being used 
by the Government, and that in 1912 there 
was a somewhat similar position. If I get 
this information I shall be very well satis­
fied. In the meantime, I think there is a 
good deal in the Estimates that needs d.is­
cussion, and I sincerely hope that on going 
through them the criticisms we may bring 
to bear will be noted by the Government, 
and that they will be able to adjust their 
figures on far better lines in their next 
Financial Statement. 

Mr. GUNN (Canp;n·ou): It seems to me 
that there is some reluctan® on the part of 
members on this side of the House to speak 
on the Statement. (Opposition laughter.) 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: You are ready. 

Mr. GUNN : Many of us are not ready, 
and although I am in that position also, I 
wish to say a few words before the Financial 
Statement goes through. The Hon. the 
Treasurer has brought forward a Financial 
Statement that he may very well be proud 
of. Some members think we are in a very 
prosperous concl.ition, but it must be remem­
bered that we have just passed through, com­
paratively speaking, a very severe drought, 
and under the circumstances I think · the 
Financial Statement is much better than we 
might have expected. Personally, I am 
pleased with the finances of the Statf- at the 
present time. There has been a great deal 
said about our railways, and I know, a fe-w­
years ago, we passed very extensive railway 
schemes. Considering the drought we have 
passed through, and. the demand for money 
all over the world, it is not surprising 
that we have been asked to cool down a hit 
on our railway construction. Because it is 
said that this or that railway is not to be 
immediately gone on with, I do not thinl-c 
that it should be said that a promise has 
been broken, for we all know that during 
all our lives we make promises, some of 
which we are not able to fulfil. One of Us 
might make a promise to see another to­
morrow morning at 9 o'clock, but during the 
interval a hurricane might come along and 
blow you into the Botanic Gardens-{laugh.­
ter)-with the result that you would. not be 
able to keep your appointment. A lot has 
been said about the Western Railways, and 
the han. the deputy leader of the Opposi­
tion mad.e reference to a lot of wild -ca "I; 
railways. He had nothing good to say about 
the Western systems, but no sooner had he. 
aat down than the member for Gregory got 
up to say that they were the only railways, 

[Mr. Huxham. 

that paid. He claimed that they paid to 
such an extent that they allowed the Go­
vernment to build, other railways. So It 
would appear that the han. members on the 
other side are not all in accord as to what 
railwavs should be built-whether Weotern or 
agricultural lines. I think myself. both sys­
tems should go on at the same time. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It is the 
other fellow's railway that is no good. 

Mr. GUNN: I have no interest in the 
Western Railway at all, nor in any ?ther 
railways for that matter. I _have a _railway 
pa&,ing my own door, but m the m!erests 
of the State I would like to see railways 
right across the continent, in acc?rdan'?e 
with Mr. Kidston's scheme. I beheve m 
that system, although I do not forget wh>:t 
has been said about the need for more agri­
cultural lines. Still, I do not see how we 
can build. more agricultural lines tha~ we 
are constructing at the present time: It will be 
remembered that the vVestern railways pay 
well · the border line to Goondiwindi returns 
£5 l6s. per cent., and the railway from 
Gowrie Junction to Cunnamull!' £5 14s. p~r 
cent. If vou come to the Killarney Ratl­
way, which goes through the c!eam of the 
Darling Downs, you find that It pays only 
7s. 9d. per cent., and as for the Maryvale 
line, it pays nothing at all. Of course, It 
is under the guarantee s~ste~. I~ we are to 
build these agricultural hnes tt ":'ll be neces­
sary for us to build at the same ttme Wester_n 
wild-cat railways to pay for them, for If 
we do not we will not be able to afford the 
agricultural lin"'· Of course, there ~s a rea­
son why the latter dD not pay. Agrtc!-'ltural 
products, such as hay at;d corn, wtll not 
stand a high railway !artff. You have to 
charge low rates of fretght for them, other­
wise they would not be able to compete . on 
the world's markets, and if you are gomg 
in for the raising of agricultural produc.ts 
at all you must carrv them over the rail­
ways at ]ow rates of 'freight .. On t~e other 
hand, wool-which is the chte~ fretg~t on 
the Western lines-stands a httle hit of 
loading in the matter of freight, and the 
lines to thP Western districts ':rc. thus able 
to materially assis~ in the bu!ldmg of t~e 
agricultural lines m the agncultural dts­
tricts. The two systems must t_herefore . go 
on together simultaneous!:;:. While speakmg 
on the subject, I may. pomt out that there 
is another line that mtght be very well. con­
tinued., although I have no i~terest m, It 
whatever. That is the border r';tlway, wh_wh, 
I understand, is complete to Duranband!. I 
think it ought to be cOJ;npleted to nght 
opposite to Bourke. It wtll carry wool all 
the way, and it is wool and other produ'?ts 
from the grazing industry that are the m_am­
stays of the State at the present t1me. 
About 80 pPr cent. of o~1r exports are gra~­
ing producte, and tha;t mdust~y has _maten­
al!y assisted in keepmg t~e m_dustnes and. 
factories on the coast gomg m the past. 
I have heard it said, "Why. don't th~ 
Government induce people to go m for agri­
culture?" And when they sell them an 
agricultural farm, " Why ?on't t~ey compel 
them to cultivate a certam portwn of _the 
land?" People do not cultivate land JU~t 

for the fun of it. People cultl· 
[9.30 p.m.] vate land to make money out of 

it and if you take a man by the 
scruff of the ~eck and hold him down on the 
ground and make him scratch< what advan­
bge is that to the man unless he gets some 



Supply. [24 SEPTEMBER.] Supply. 1~59 

money fur his scratching? (Laughter.) The 
only thing to do is to allow ~ man to manage 
his farm in such a way that he can make 
money. The wages which have to be paid 
in Queensland-perhaps they may not be too 
much, but they arc higher than what is paid 
in other lands where wh0at and other pro. 
<l.uce is grown, and we must not expect to 
go in for agriculture until we hnve more 
people here to use the produce, or else we 
must pay lower wages. In the meantime 
we have to go in fOl" those industries which 
can afford to pay a higher wage. I have 
some agriculturists or horticulturists in 
my electorate who are making a g-ood living 
out of the land, and the number is increas­
ing very rapidly. The reason of tpat is that 
fruit culture is an industry which does not 
require the employment of any labour. The 
settlers are able to do all the labour them­
selves, and consequently they are able to 
make a very good living out of it. Then 
again, we have heard a great deal about 
the danger of the meat trust. There are 
meat trusts all over America, and I (io not 
know that they have made meat any dearer 
to the American consumer. I do not think 
they have. 

Mr. FoLEY: You do not know anything 
about it. 

Mr. GUNN: I have heard a great many 
things that I do not think are true. The 
trouble with America is that there are too 
many consumers for the meat. , There is not 
enough meat to go round, but here we have 
more meat than we requireL and we will 
have to export some to America. Then, 
again, I have heard it stated that we should 
think more of th0 consumer of meat than of 
the man who grows the meat. That is to 
say, we should put an export duty on meat 
-that is the only way you can make meat 
cheaper to the consumer; the law of supply 
and demand fixed the price of meat to the 
consumer, and if you begin to artificially 
interfere with that law you will come to 
grief. For instance, if you put a tax on 
meat which goes away from Australia, what 
will it mean? There is a great portion of 
the interior of Queensland at the present 
time which is unoccupied, and it would be 
far better to have that occupied with cattle 
or some sort of stock; but if you make it 
unprofitable to grow cattle, instead of in­
creasing our flocks and herds, we will de­
crease them. Then there is another thing' 
Members of the Opposition accuse the 
present Government of being a Queen street 
Government-that they govern everything 
for Brisbane-and in the same breath they 
advocate building abattoirs in Brisbane by 
the Government; and, again, they ask the 
Government to nationalise the trams and 
run them. Do not the trams belong to 
Queen street? And is not the~e abattoirs 
a Brisbane affair? Why should Brisbane 
have all these things ? If you are going to 
have Government abattoirs, why not have 
them in Toowoomba, in Goondiwindi, and 
everywhere else? It is a municipal affair, 
and has nothing whatever to do with the 
Government. 

Mr. FoLEY: \Ve want them all over the 
State, not only in Brisbane. 

Mr. GUNN : A nice sort of picnic you 
would have. Every station in Queensland 
has a butcher's shop, and every little camp 
has a butcher's shop. Are they all to be 

run by the Government? Look at the red 
;spe you would have. It '':auld co~t tw_ice 
as 1nuch as at the pr~;::.,ent t1me. I Imagine 
I can see tho reason of this advocacy for 
abattoirs in Brisbane. I know it would be 
easier to inspect abattoirs, but at the same 
time it would be easier to organise the men 
working in the abattoirs than it is at 
pre"ent, as they arc scattered all over the 
suburbs. \Vhen Opposition members wanted 
to strike, all they would have to do would 
be to go to the public abattoirs and say, 
"Down tools," and everybody would be 
brought to their knees for the want of meat. 
The Labour party would have a far bett-er 
hold over the meat supply of Brisbane if 
public abattoirs were established than the_y 
have at the present time. Then there IS 
another thing that has been referred to to­
night, and that is the Savings Bank. I_ do 
not see why we should have two Savmgs 
Banks in every town in Queensland. I thmk 
it is a big mistake, and the people have ~o 
pay for these banks. The State was first m 
the field. We had our banks established in 
the different centres, and why should any­
body else come along and set up in opp<;>· 
sition? The people of Queensland deposit 
their money in those local Savings Banks, 
and we should use that money for the 
benefit of Queensland. As it is, the Federal 
Government-of course, they will use some 
of it on State matters, but what abou~ the 
steam laundries in the Northern Territory 
and all sorts of things of that sort? Would 
not the money be better used in making 
advances through the Agricultural Bank or 
under the ·workers' Dwellings Act? I h':'ve 
noticed that for years we have been paymg 
a large sum of money ~oward!3 humanitarian 
objects. It is a growmg thmg, and every 
year we give more and more towards hos­
pitals, asylums, orphans, and so on. 

Mr. FOLEY: Do you object to it? 

Mr. GUNN: I do not object to humani­
tarian legislation at all, but I do not know 
but that we are making a mistake. -y'{e 
may be neglecting the ,trong and favourmg 
the weak too much. It is all very well to be 
humane and take care of our weaklings. I 
quite agree with that principle, but at the 
same time we should not neglect the strong. 
There are a great many weaklings. in this 
State and in every other State. and 1t would 
be just as well if they were not allowed to 
perpetuate their species. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER : \Vould. vou pole­
axe them! 

Mr. GUNN: I would be as humane as 
the bon. member who interjects. For in­
stance there is the criminal lunatic. We 
have to keep him but the criminal lunatic 
should not be ~llowd to perpetuat-e his 
species. He is not a valuable asset. This 
applies not only to Australia, but to the 
whole world. Look at France ! The birth 
rate is falling "off there, as it is all over the 
world. A great deal of the humanitarian 
legislation is accountable for that sort of 
thing. For instance, . many years. a&"o 
children used to work m the factones Ill 
EnglandL and the birth rate was very high. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER : So was the -death 
rate. 

Mr. GUNN: Then humanitarian legisla­
tion was brought about, and these children 
were taken care of, and not allowed. to work 

Jfr. Gunn.] 
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in factories. Ever since, the birth-rate has 
gone do-..yn~as a matter of fact, it did not 
pay to have children-and thao is v,hat is 
happercing all over the world, and the onlv 
1vay to obvia~~· }hat is to 1nake it pay to 
have c~ ilch·en. This humanitarian legislation 
Is not cumpen•.atm::; the parent at all. I<'or 
u .. stance, in thP rurr~~ industri{''-., 011e of the 
demands is thaL no child shall work for it,; 
P,arcnts until it is fifteen. Y'?ars of age. 
'IhJt 1: all n·ry well, but rt rs an mduce­
nF·nt to C.o a V~'ay with this child. rrhere is 
no doubt that our humanitarian legislation 
1s ~ot ·working out in the vv.a;;¥ ·we expect. 
It rs Ycry important that we should take 
care _of O"r good, strong children that are 
growmg up; we bke too much notice of the 
:vcakh!tg~. ~o IK'rRon is more humanitarian 
m theu rden than I am, but I candot help 
saymg that we are tr:kmg too m•J.ch notice 
of th• crimind luEatics, the imbecil<>s, and 
all that kind of people, and neglect the 
strong. The &trong want looking after just 
as well r: : the \H'ak-in fact, m Jre so. If 
you haYf' a herd of sheep, do you save all 
the ''· nakiing.o and ne;,;led thP strong? No. 
You look after the stronb, and yo~; do seine­
thing 1

. ~~r:'-~ different with the weaklings. I 
suppc""' ·r shoulc', not talk this "'"Y-I do 
not suppose it will give me any votes 
-(lamrhtc•r)-but I think it is a question 
whic:r will have t<;> be faced before very 
long In n1ore r::ntntries th.'1n Australiu. The"'"·e 
is another thing : EHrybody chaffs me abo~li; 
opos.,unl ·· I notice ;,v0 arc going to hav0 
a "Zoo" here in Drisbane. (Laughter.) I 
th~TJ.k :_; zoological f;ardens is .a very cruel 
th,mg·. I havo beon to zoological gardo!!s in 
otncr places, and I l; we> Sc>Pn a poor unfor­
tunat," lion caged up in 1 box a few foot 
Rqnare-... with a s1neJling -~art of snake aloncr_ 
side him. (Laughter.) \Yhat sort of a li&, 
is that for the lion or the snake? (Lau<"hter ) 
I think it is :t very crud thin<:;. w;uld if 
not lw far better if the• lion werp killed an-d 
stnfiPcl and put. into th<' 1\Insp,m-it would 
just ac; well teach the children? 

Mr. Ih:mLTON : \Vhat sort of a lion would, 
that be? !Laughter.) 

Mr. G UNN : It would be better than the 
l~ving death that thev have at the pre.,ent 
trme. If we are going to have zoological 
g:•rdPns for Br1sbane, why not have them in 
all the other principal towns of Queensland ? 
(Hear, !war !) My idea is, if we have monev 
to spc>nd in such things as that, we should 
take c ·tr<' of our indigenous animals. W., 
should reserve somewh0re in Queen<,land-I 
do not care where it is-a place wh<>re the 
kangaroo, wallabies, bear, platypus, scn~b 
turkc:-s. the emu, and a great number of 
the wonderful birds we have in Australia 
could be protected in a national park-and 
not be cooped up in cages-where they would 
be es frer> as they are in thPir natural state_ 
It would br more instructive to go and lao 1-c 
at thm,,-~ .animals than to see a lion or a 
snake e<tg<>d up in a "'ological g:wdens. -A 
great deal has been ~aid about land settle­
ment. ~o one wonlci like to see more people 
settled on the land than I would, but I am' 
doubtful whether. with the great quantity 
o~ l":nc1

• which ~as been cut up in certain 
drstncls for "~rHmltural settlement, we al"e 
not going a little bit too fast with this agri ~ 
cultural settlc>ment. People take it up "-s 
agricultural farms, and do not go in for 
agriculture. \V"hat do they intend to do with 
that land? I think they intend to senrq 
their five years and sell it out to their neigh_ 

fMr. Gunn. 

bour, and 1t will ect into a bigger eshte· 
than it is at the pre~cnt time. I think rt 
''/ill be bettor to go in more for grazmg 
farms thou wo do at present. I would like 
to say a \\-ord vvith reference to the sug­
ge.ted amcmdments to the Ele_ctions Act. I 
have been sittino- on the ElectiOns Tnbunal, 
and there is no "'doubt in my mind that we 
will have to amtond the Elections Act be­
for<" Yery long. Another thing I '!light men­
tion and that is the remuneratiOn of the· 
retdrning officer. It is a very irnporta~t 
position. I held S'lCh a position once 1n~se,h ; 
I only held it for twelve mo!lths, and 1 was 
very glad to resign. There n a lot of w<;>rl;: 
to do, for which you get about £10, whrch 
is not enough; t~1e. people ~re not at the 
pres"nt time rece1:vmg sutlicwnt salary f~r 
the duti<>s tht ;· perform. I have heard rt 
suggested' more than once th3.t. members <;>f 
Parliament are not gettmg- "nfficrcnt for thE' .r 
servic£'_~. 

OPPOSITION ME:l!BER~ : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. GU::'\N: I (J,o not know. I do not 
value my serviens at a bit more than I ge,; 
for them. If vou are going to alter the 
law with reference to payment of members, 
why should you not do it by referendum to 
the p9ople? Let the people decrcle whether 
members of Parliament ''J.re to p-et anY rnore 
or not. T mvself do not bPlievc in pa'.'lnc>nt 
of rn,•mbers 'at all. I think a man only 
e11oil' his life by ccnning in here .. ~f that 
is whe+ h·· looks forward to for a l;vmg all 
hi' life-to be a meuhcr of Parhament~­
jhere is rothing in it. I think myself 1t 
would be far better if we ''lanaged _our own 
affairs so that we had enough to l!ve. upon 
before we came into Parliam,,nt; b<;>t If the> 
okr:tors of Que0nsland think othonVJse, they 
ought to be allowe 1 to decide ~hf! matter 
by referend.um, and not b:v u' s1ttrn~ here 
in tiP House. I am afraid I have not thrown 
much light on the subject, but it is not ;nv 
province to criticise the. St_atenrent. I thmk 
there is nothing to cntrmse myself. The 
Financial State•ment is a very credrtabl<; one 
to Queensland, and I aJII quit_,", convmce_d 
that if the Oppo•ition wer" m power. rt 
would be no better. As for borrowmg· 
money and doing all the things that they 
say th'ey would do I only just look to the 
other States. Th~y are on the Treasury 
benches in New South Wales, and are not 
financing the country a bit better, nor as 
well, and I think that the electors <;>f Queens­
land ought to be proud of then· present 
Treasurer and their present Government. 
(Hear, hear !) 

Question put. 
Mr WINSTANLEY (Queenton): It is 

rathe.r early to let the q_uestion go through. 
I certainly did not desrre to take up . the 
running at this hour, but, at the same trme, 
there are a few casual remarks I want to· 
make before the Statement goes t~roug~. 
If the Government are in the splen_dtd posi­
tion they have led the people to behave, and 
everything is going right, one would have 
thought there would have been some de­
fence, or, at any rate, for <''lCh speak<r on 
this side there would have been one from 
the other side but such is not the case. In 
the first plac~, I wish to call attention to 
the statement made in the very first para­
graph of the Financial Statement; wh~re 
the Treasurer expresses " the satisfactiOn 
which he feels at being able to inform the 
Committee that the favourable anticipatioJ!S" 
of last year were amply realised." I have· 
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. read the Statement, and it seems to me that 
it can hardy be said that the anticipations 
·of last year have been realised. As a mat­
. ter of fact, throughout the Financial State­
ment the reverse is the case. If we touched 
high-water mark in our revenue last year, 
we have come back to normal conditions 
this year. For instance, there is a deficiency 
in the returns from our railways amouuJ;ing 
to £15,071. I am aware that there is a 
handy scapegoat to account for that-the 
general strike; but though that strike may 
be responsible for. some things, it cannot be 
said that it accounts for the falling off in 
railway r<;venue. There is ~!so a deficiency 

-of £3,681 m the amount rece1ved from mines. 
There is a small decrease in the number of 

·cattle, and a small increase of about 500 000 
in the number of sheep, though we gener~lly 
expect an increase of from 1,000,000 to 
2,000,000; so that instead of the favourable 
anticipations '?£ last year being realised; the 
very reverse 1s really the case. There are 
ample grounds for the statement made by 
memb_ers on ~his side of the House, not only 
on th1s occaswn, but also on previous occa­
sions, that the Government are going at too 
great a rate-a rate which they will not be 
able to keep up for any length of time. The 
revenue per head of the population is cer­
tainly a bit higher than it was last year. 
'This year it is £8 8s. 2d., whil!l last year it 
was only £7 14s. 7d; but in 1909-10 it was 
£10 14s. lld., and in 1908-9 it was £10 5s. 3d. 
All these figures go to show that there was 
.a decrease last year. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Didn't the 
Commonwealth pay more per head then 
than they do now ? 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: Yes, they paid more 
per head from revenue, but they paid less 
in other directions. The Treasurer himself 
has stated that he got £90.000 froll1 the -Com­
monwealth this year, and that he did not 
get that sum in previous years. 

::\lr. FORSYTH: \Vc won't get it this year. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: Interest on public 
buildings, and the amount has certainly come 
in very handy this year. The Government 
may be entitled to it, and certainly they 
:find the money very useful. 

Mr. FORSYTH: We won't get it this year. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: No, we won't get 
it this year, but we will get some of it. 
There is nothing in the dry weather we 
have experienced to account for the de­
creases I have mentioned with regard to 
cattle and receipts from railways and mines. 
The Treasurer pointed out that a sum of 
£44,606 was transferred from loan to revenue 
account, and I think that transfer is a very 
good thing. I hope that many of the build­
ings which are being erected by the Go­
vernment will be built of some material more 
substantia:! ~han wood, because long befor~ 
those bmldmgs have been paid for, the 
buildings themselves, if of wood, will be 
valueless. I should just like to say in this con­
nection that the school teachers who occupy 
those buildings are entitled to somG considera­
tion. I know that they receive some considera­
tion in the Estimates which have been sub­
mitted to the Committee, but that is only con­
sideration in a broad, general way. Thos.e 
who are located in the Northern part of 

·the State are suffering an injustice which 

they should not suffer. It has been the prac­
tice for some years that when a State school 
teacher is sent into a wayback place, where 
the cost of living is increased, he shall re­
ceive a greater allowance than is made to 
teachers in the Southern part of Queens­
land. This allowance during recent ye:::rs 
has been totally inadeqate to meet the In­

creased cost of living, and I do not ~ee that 
there is any change in that respect m these 
Estimates. There ought to be. There ar:e 
many cases in which a head teacher IS 

sent to a school in the far North or West, 
and receives an allowance for himself, but 
gets .no allowance for, perhaps, half a dozen 
who may be dependent upon h1m for sup­
port, and whose support is more costly than 
formerly on account of the i;:tcreased . cost of 
living. I do not wish to d1scuss th1s mat­
ter now, as the Estimates are the proper 
place to discuss such matters, _and I . hope 
to have something to say on th1s partwu!ar 
subject when the vote for the _Educa_:t10_n 
Department is before the Committee, 1f 1t 
is not guillotined through. 

The PREMIER: There are seventeen days 
allowed for'Supply. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: Yes, but a great 
part of that time may be taken up in dis­
cussing one or two departments. 

The PREMIER: Only two days are allowed 
in the Commonwealth Parliament. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: Sevent<eon days are 
not too much for the discussion of the Esti­
mates, and if a discussion is allowed to 
continue on a few departments to the ex­
clusion of others that is objectionable. 
Something has be~n said in connection with 
mines. We are told in the Financial State­
ment that-

" Mining, as in the case of t_he previous 
year, disclose~ a further ~hrmkage, ~ut 
I think han. members w1ll agree w1th 
me that there are indications of a re­
vival in mining, and it is decidedly 
pleasing to note the spirit o_f ~opefulness 
which prevails in many mmmg ~entres 
among those who are engaged 1n the 
calling, and who thus should be th<;> b<;>st 
able to forecast the future of this m­
dustry." 

The mining community in Queenshnd, a:'d 
l SUppose in a great many other CO';'ll~l'l';'S 
besides, are among the mo.st optun1stw 
people in the State, and were 1t not for the 
hopefulness of those people, a great 1nany 
mines would have been closed long ago. 
But in spite of the difficulties and dis_ap­
pointments they have had to contend vnth, 
those people have persevered and plodded 
on, and they have not had tl;at encourage­
ment from the Government whwh they ought 
to have. In past years amounts havs been 

placed on the Estimates-£10,000 
[10 p.m.] last year and £10,000 the year 

before-and it has been found 
&t the end of the year that the money has 
not all been expended; yet there ha·1:1 been 
cases where parties deserving of ass1st~nce 
from this vote have not been able to get 1t. 

Mr. FoRSYTH: It was nearly all u,ed last 
year. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: It was not all used 
even last year. 

Mr. FGRSYTH : £9,200 "as used. 
Mr. WINSTANLEY: 'I'hat leaves £800. 

Mr. Winstanley.] 
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Mr. FORSYTH: How much is likely to come 
back? 

:Mr. ~I::\fSTANLEY: Perhaps not very 
much drrectly; but there are cases in which 
mane,;: comes hac!< indirectly, if not directly. 
Practically promises were made previous to 
the last <> lectwn that if the mining fields re­
turned mc,mbers t-o support the Government 
they >iould r8ccive attention. 

Mr. FoRSYTH : There is £20 000 on the 
Estii:nat0s this yea:r. 1 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: In one ca'e the sum 
of £50,000 was mentioned as being required. 

The PREMIER: Even £100,000. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: While £50,000 
would be a very l•arge amount for one field 
I do not think it would be too much to put 
on the Estin,rates for the whole of Queens­
land.. Previous to last year •practically 
nothmg could_ be got for assistance in pros­
pectmg; ass:stance was confined almost 
solely to deep sinking. 

Mr. FORSYTH: How much have we got 
back from prospecting? , 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: I think more than 
from deep sinking. 

Mr. FoRSYTH : How much? 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: I have not got the 
actual figures; but I believe money is better 
spent ~t th~ pr<:>~ent time on Charters Towers 
and otner fields m. not me.rely prospecting on 
the surface, but, m helpmg shallow shows 
than in deep sinking. It seems to me that i~ 
some places _th~ mines are deep enough al­
ready; and It IS well known that the de,eper 
they are the ;nore expensive they ~re to 
work and ventrlate, and the worse it is for 
tlie lleal~h of the miners; and inst;ead of the 
gold b<?mg h<?tter and more plentiful the 
deeper one goes, it is generally the reverse. 
As far as Charters Towers is noncerned. the 
money given to assist shallow shows froiU 
300 feet to 400 feet, promises better 'results 
t!Jan the money given t<J .assist deep sinking_ 
Our_ gol-d output . is -clecre:tsing at a fairly 
rapid rate_; a~-cl 1f the Government are in­
different, It Will not be long before there is 
a scatt_er in some places in North Queens­
land. W~<m we. remer;: her. the money gained 
an_d put mto crrc':'latwn m those places, I 
thmk they are entitled to much better treat­
m~nt than they have received; and I do not 
th!nk t]'re £20,0~0 on the Estimates is any­
thmg hke a fair or reasonable amount to 
prospect the whole of the fields of Queens­
land. 

~fr. FoRSYTH: They have to spend £1 for 
£1. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: They are willing -to 
do that. 

::\1r. FoRSYTH : They di-d not exhaust the 
vote last year. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: They did not get; 
the chance. I know one case in particular 
where ground was not worked at all, but i:f 
the company could have got assistance they 
coul_d hav" reconstructed and got to work 
'agam. Not only last year, but in previous 
years, when we have gone to the Mines De­
partment with a good case, in some instances 
ba:cked up by the report of the Inspector <::>:£ 
Mmes, we hav,e been told that the mone:y­
was appropriated and all gone. 

Mr. FORSYTH : It was not all gone. 

[Mr. Winstanley. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY : Does the hon. mem­
ber know better than the Minister for 
Mines? 

Mr. FoRSYTH : I am going by an official 
document. 

Mr. IYII"STANLEY: Has it not been 
said that you cannot go by these things, which 
are plac<:>d before the Committee to mislead 
rather than to enlighten? It has been re­
peate-dly stated that ,appropriations have 
been made to various companies; yet, for 
some reason best known to the Minister, at 
the end of the year these moneys have not 
been made use of. I think there was 
£10,000 on the Estimates for a deviation at 
Charters Towers ; but it has not been made, 
and probably never will be made. An 
amount was set aside for the construction of 
a railway from Normanton to Cloncurry, 
and it is still there. Is not that misleading? 
Things appear in these documents that .are 
misleading instead of giving us correct in­
formation; and I think that the Treasurer, 
instead of reading out a Statement to the 
Committee, should have enlightened the Com­
mittee as to the real facts bearing on the 
position of the State from a financial point 
of view. In reference to the Commonwealth 
'and States, we have heard a gr<eat deal about 
reiteration and about statements being re­
peated over and over again. So far as thee 
Commonwealth and States are concerned, 
there is a statement appearing here which 
has appeared in the Financial Statement for 
the last four Y<'lHS--Bver since I have been 
here-and perhaps it appeared for a go-od 
many sears before that. It is in referenoo 
to the amount received from the Common­
wealth and in regal'd to trust funds. It says 
here, on page 6-

"T have already referred to the fact 
that the question of interest on trans­
ferred propertic'l has been dealt with by 
the Commonwealth Government, and 
that payments of interest at the rate of 
3:!; per cent. per annum since 1910 are 
to be madP, leaving still open the ques­
tion of amounts which I claim are due 
to Queensland for interest prior to 1st 
July, 1910." 

This is what I want to draw specific atten­
tion to-

.. It is true that the Commonwealth 
Government paid a sum of £6,059,000 
in excess of the three-fourths of the Cus­
toms and Excise revenue due to the 
States under the Bradd.on clause, which 
was, no doubt, a gain to the States par­
ticipating therein, but, unfortunately, 
Queensland was not a sharer in such 
distribution, as the bookkeeping clauses 
of the Constitution prevented its distri­
bution on a per eapita basis. Thus we 
occupy the invidious position of being 
thf' only State in the Commonwealth 
that received less than three-fourths of 
its net Customs and Excise revenue, the 
shortage during the bookkeeping period 
being no less a sum than £94,726, while 
the other States received large amounts 
in excess of the three-fourths of the net 
Customs and. Excise revenue." 

That has ceased to mislead this Committee, 
but it cc·rte.inly docs mislead people outside 
this House, and they are at a loss to under­
stand how it is that Queensland has been 
treat+Jd in such a way as this. We who are 

· h~re know perfectly well that under t:f:f' 
bookkeeping clauses of the Commonwealth It 
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was provided that the services in Queensland 
that were not paying- their way had. to be 
paid for out of the amount coming to 
Queensland from the three-fourths of Cus­
toms and Excise, and the question arises 
would 1t have been a fair thing to ask the 
other States to make up Queensland's de­
ficiency, and then to have an equal division 
afterwards. It is nothing but misleading to 
say that Que8nsland was not honestly and 
fairly treated by the Commonwealth in thif 
connection. If our services had. all been pav­
ing like those of the other States, we would 
have got our larger share like the other 
States, but it is neither fair nor just to 
make it appear that the State has been 
troateCI by the Commonwealth in a different 
manner to the other States. Queensland has 
got every cent she is entitled. to under the 
agreement entered into when federation came 
about. It seems to me to be like the boy 
who exchang-ed his marbles for chocolates 
and then, when he has eaten the chocolates' 
cried. because he had got neith0r marble~ 
nor chocolates. Tho Queensland Government 
knew when they entered the federation that 
the'"· services were not paying, and that the 
d.efiCiency would have to be paid for out of 
the three-fourths sh~tre coming to us from 
Customs and Excise dues. It is about time 
that thi' argument as dropped altogether 
I wo,tld like to say a word or two about th~ 
•aving' banks. I am sorry, as a Queen,;­
lander. that some sort of understanding was 
not arrived at between the States and the 
Commonwealth as to the running of tho 
saving-s banks, because it must be plain to 
anyunP-even to a ca,,ual observer-that 
there i,; not room for these two banks 
either in Queensland or probably in any 
of the other States. It must be plain to 
everyone tha~ it is going to be a great deal 
more expensive for the State to run the 
Savings Bank uncle~ existing conditions than 
it was in days gone by. There can be no 
get away from it, that had it not been for 
the Commonwealth establishing a lmnk and 
expressing- their intention of establishing a 
branch of the Savings Bank as well, things 
would havo remained in Queensland much 
as they have been for year,s past. (Hear, 
hear!) Members have already pointed out 
the disabilities and disadvantag-es which 
people in the ='Jorthern part,, of the St,ate 
have laboured under in compariwn with tho 
people in Brisbane. That has not been re­
moved yet, but immediatelY the Common­
wealth entered into the bu~iness thNe was 
a stir amongst the dry bones. Provision was 
made for accepting deposits up to £500, 
and the ls. charge for keeping the acc,mnts 
was abolished. new offices were opened, and 
other facilities provided which would not 
havo been provid.?d had the monopoly re­
maine<l in the hands of the State. For that 
rr,ason I do not think that the State is en­
titled to all the sympathy. The peoplA have 
got so used to going to the Post Office in 
connection with the Savings Bank that I 
am sure that the Commonwealth will scoop 
a g-ood deal of the new business. The State 
ha ,-e established branches of the Bank in 
the coe~rt houses, but that will onlv lose 
busine;H for them, as that is about th" last 
placo that people wish to go to. With the 
exception of the lockup, it is really the last 
placD thr peopl0 would wish to go to when 
th.-y have got mon<>Y to invest. I am 
sorr.s that an amicable understandinv, was 
not CDme to betweon the Commonwealth and 
the Shtes so far as the transactions of the 

Savings Bank were concerned.. We know 
from past experience how the Savings Banks 
were run. There was no margin at all, and 
they did not leave anything after the. ex­
penses were paid, and unless there IS a 
change in that direction the Savings Banks 
are going to be run at a los~ by the State 
under existing conditions. It 1s all very WE!ll 
for people to say that Queenslanders will 
put their mono} into the State banks because 
the money will be spent in Queensland. As 
a rule, capital looks for the greatest rate 
of interest. I know that hon. members op­
posite would not hesitate about inyDsting 
their money in New South Wal0s If they 
thought they would get 2 or 3 per c~nt_ 
more than they get in Queensland.' Capital 
knows no creed or country. At one t1me 
people spoke about the Commonwealth as 
if it were a foreign country, but peop~e 
arc getting to know it better, and. ~now It 
is no different to the States. I thmk the 
whole thing might have been obviated, and 
an understanding come to whereby one bank 
would have remained, and there would have 
been neither the friction nor the increased 
expenditure there will be under e~istinl;l" con­
ditions, and if it comes to a quE!stwn of real 
competition, I am inclined. to thmk the Col_l1-
monwcalth would have much the better of It. 
Just a word or two in reference to land s~t­
tlement. Something has alread:y: been said 
about land setclement, and thBre 18 one P<;mt 
I wish to make in connectiOn therewith, 
and that is with regard to the r~venue .re­
ceived at the present time from Crown tun­
her. The Treasurer, in his Statement, says-

" Another feature in the operations of 
the Lands Department wh.ich indicates 
thB present general. prospenty, an(\ P.ar­
ticularlv the activity m the bu!ldmg 
trade, 'is the greatly increased demand 
for Crown timbers. The revenue ~rom 
this source has increased sixfold m a 
pBriod of seven yvars, and for the past 
v<>ar roached tlw unprecedented total of 
£62,239." 

\VB often hear members opposite talking 
about "killing the goose that lays the golden 
egg " and if this is not " killing the goose 
that lays the golden egg," I do not. know 
what is There has not been the slightest 
att"mpt. made at reafforestation, while in 
other cduntries they practical.ly grow the1r 
timber as quick as they cut rt. Here they 
clear thB timber wholesale, and, unfor­
tunately a great deal is going out of the 
State. And more important still, som,e <;>f 
the people do not get anything l~ke a fa~r 
price for th<c timber they are sellmg. TJ;.1s 
revenue j, being taken in a great many Ill­

stances from localitiBs where some of the 
revenue ought to be disbursed. Previous to 
the meeting of Parliament I spent nearly a 
fortnight in the Atherton district, and I have 
no hesitation in saving that some of the 
money being taken from that district in the 
shape of royalty on timber ought to be spe;rt 
in tho district in making roads. In that diS­
trict the Government ha yc established a State 
farm and some v~ry u>.eful experiments have 
been made. They are showing the people 
what can bQ nroduced and how to produce 
it, but what -is the good of showing the 
farmers what can be produced when it is 
impossible to get the -produce to mark.et 
.tfter it is produced? The roads in that dis­
trict, after rain, are nothing more or less 
than quagmir<'s. In this particular instance 
I met one individual who had made a road 
for his 0\Yn private usP. The road ''as oyer 

Mr. Winstanley.] 
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.a creek, and as soon as he got the ro.ad clear 
and put up a bridge the Governm,ent sold 
thP timber which was on a -re~erve in the 
neighbourhood, and the, made use of this 
man's bit of road, and 'before a week was 
over they broke down the bridge over the 
·Creek. There are scores of men in that dis­
trict who have been struggling for the past 
three or four years, and it is quit;e evicfent 
they will not continue the struggle unless 
some attempt is made to enable them to get 
their produce to market. I believe that the 
Goyernment have eYon claimed some of the 
timber on the roads and have sold it to the 
high<'"-t bidder, which is not helping these 
men who had put up with so many mconve­
nienceo. If l.: •• nd stttlement i9 going to be 
bona fide, better conditions will l1ave to 
be provided for the3e people. The returns 
~how that land set~lement is taking place 
In a great many mstanees, not for the 
purpose of producing something from the 
land, but for speculative purposes. \Vhat has 
taken place in other districts will certainly 
take place in the Atherton district if the 
settlers do not receiYe 'lOme more considera­
tion than thev hava received up to the 
present time. -The pioneers in this district 
and probably in a great many other districts' 
am not g(•tting either a hir or roasonabl~ 
deal from the Government, and they ought to 
be given a better chance, when they have 
produced something, of getting it to mark€t 
than they have at the present time. Thare 
are one or two things in connection with 
the dairying industrv to which I wish to 
.d.rn.v .... attention. Thf'l~P ate one or two thincrs 
which, to me, appear bits of problems, b.;-;'t 
probnblv the hon. member for Aubigny will 
<>nlig-hten us. It sPnms to me the dairying 
indu,lr:,, likr, other industries, is going back­
ward i,-_otBad of forward. The Treasur€r 
£tates-

,, Probabl.v our interstate- trade is equal 
iP value to the oversea, but)n the absence 
o£ statistics, figures cannot be ventured 
upon. The position of the industry last 
yu1r w ;ll be made plainer from the 
lmov- ledge that the return of dairy cows, 
<!ry and in milk, ''as less by 8,349 than 
ti:-' number for 1910. the figures re­
cp c!ivf'ly being 357,095 and 365,444, and 
tl1is is to h,, accounted for by the nurn­
ba of dairymen who h1.d to cease opera­
tions owing to the want of feed." 

It :s difiic'-llt for one to understand what has 
be; :mw of the dairy cattle. One can under­
st.nd the nh--n giving up dairying, but what 
hac b conn of th» e -ttlo? 

Th" SECRETARY I'OR AGRICULTURE: They 
are being used on stations for breeding pu:r­
poses. 

"'Ir. \YINSTANLEY.:. !'hese were dai:r:y 
< a ttl c. and the probabrhtws are, they had 
not gone to si-ation-•.. . These cattle hav-e 
vactically disappeared, and, in addition, the 
numl--er of cattle in the State has also d~­
crr·.lcd. \Ve hear a lot about the potentiali­
ties of this State, and the wonderful things 
being done in the State, but figures _like these 
cerkinly put another construction on thB 
matter, and put it in .another light al~­
gether. 

::Wr. \VIENHOLT: vVe h~>d a very bad seaso:n__ 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: I do not know that 
the s<e:t~Jn has been so terribly ba-c!. rt 
may have been bad, but the cattle have not 

·died. 

[Jf r. Winstanley. 

The SECRET->I.RY FOR AGRICULTURE : Hun­
dreds of them have died. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: As a matter of fact, 
as far as the rest of the cattle are concerned, 
the loso during the dry time does not count 
at all, .as the returns are for 1911, .although 
it may as far as dairy cattle are concarne-d. 

Mr. WrENHOLT: It does affect the other 
cattle. We could not brand the calves. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: That may ba so, 
but it appears to me be a very lame axcuse. 

The PRE1fiER: vVhat object would there 
be to misrepre,ent the matter 1 

Mr. WINS'l'ANLEY: We have. pointed 
out quito a nurnLer of things 1vlucll 1t 1s 
difficult to underscand. "Why are they put 
here in tha form in whiCh tltc•y are? 
\Vhen one seeks information on tiwm the 

thing is wiped on one side by a 
[10.30 p.m.] wave of the hand, which is no 

answer at all. If, during the dry 
time we had last year, a la~·gc humber. of 
cattle were lo.>t, particularly m the darrymg 
districts which are in the most favoured por­
tions of' the State, then the prospects of the 
future are not too bnght, because we cannot 
expect to get the seasons that we have had 
in years gone by. 

The PREMIER: It is very rarely we hava 
such a dry summer as we had last year. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: The probabilities 
are that we shall have a drought again. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Because 
things are bad in Charters Towers? 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: I have been less in 
my home in Charters Towers than anywhere 
else. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: J?ecause 
mining is bad in Charters Towers, 1t does 
not mean that mining is going to the dogs. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: The~e is no doubt 
that as far as goldmining is concernad, year 
by year it is going down, and the Govern­
ment has done nothing to help it, a_nd if 
they do anything this year, they w11l be 
making a new departure. When we con­
trast the statements that are made and the 
figures which are given now with tha state­
ments made three years ago, when we w~re 
passing the £10,000,000 loan, and passmg 
2 000 milas of railway in one sesswn-we 
heard all about the wonder_ful potentialities 
of the State-we see a great difference. Now 
we find that there are about 600 miles of 
these railways practically at a s~andstill, and 
some of the railways are stoppmg at pl_ac<;s 
where they will earn no :evenue, _and rt IS 
quite evident that money rs not gorng t<;> be 
borrowed at the rate it has been obtamed 
in the past. As pointed out this a:fternoon, 
the question is whether we are gorng to be 
able to borrow' money at the rate of interest 
demanded so as to go on with our public 
works policy as we have done in the. past. 
We paid quite enough for our monay m the 
past-quite anough for us to be «nabled. to 
earn the interest on it. If we are not gomg 
to be abla to get money at 3, 3t, or 4 12er 
cent., then unless we can make better In­
vestments than we have done with our money 
in the past, even in connection with ~:>UJ: rail­
ways, it is tim<> some consideratwn was 
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given to the railway policy. The railways 
passed last session were passed not with the 
expressed intention of constructing them 
straight away, but for other purposes en­
tirely. Th<> Rosewood to Marburg H.ailway 
went through three or four years ago, and 
I asked the Minister at that time what was 
going to make the railway revenue-produc­
ing. The couu.try was settled. I made the 
statement then that unless there was some­
thing more than a few cans of cream it was 
not going to be revenue-producing. 

Mr. HAMILTON: It is not revenue-pro­
ducing. 

Mr. \VINSTA~LEY: It pays 18s., or les·· 
than 1 per cent., now, and that is probably as 
much as it will pay for a long time to com<:. 
Other railways are in the same position-they 
are not paying for axle-grease. When we 
remember the statements which were made 
about this wonderful railway policy, the 
things which were said on this side have 
been proved up t<:> the hilt. Members on this 
side said then that the trans-state railway 
would. be a white elephant, and it is quite 
evident the Government are coming round to 
the same idea. While they were advocates of 
the system of extending the railway to the 
setting sun, no one objected to that. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : You ob­
ject to the Southern agricultural lines? 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: I object to the 
Southern agricultural lines that are not re­
quired. The point was that agricultural 
lines could be made in some parts of the 
State within 10 miles of each oth<Jr, while 
in connection with lines like the Maland.a 
to Millaa Millaa, where men have been in­
duced to take up land, and are trying to 
cultivate it, they have to wait for a railway 
till heaven knows when; and this is only 
a sample of other places where railways have 
been promised. There has been good ground 
for the statements made, not only from this 
side, but by some of the Government's own 
friends, as to the necessity for the Govern­
ment taking into consideration more 
seriously than they have done as to where 
the money is to come from to build these 
railways, and to do some of the things they 
proposed at that time. There are one or 
two other matters that I intended to deal 
with, but they can probably be dealt with 
just as effectively on the Estimates, and I 
will reserve anything I have to say for 
that time. · 

Mr. OR~\ WFORD: I move the adjour!!­
ment of the debate. 

The House resumed.. The TE}IPORARY OHAIR­
MAN reported progress, and the Committee 
obtained leave to sit again to-morrow. 

DISTRICT COURTS BILL. 

MESSAGE FROM COUNCIL. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of 
a message from the Council forwarding this 
Bill for the concurrence of the Legislative 
Assembly. 

The consideration of the Council's message 
was made an Order of the Day for to­
morrow. 

The House adjourned at twenty-two minutes 
to 11 o'clock. 
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