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Maryborough Election Petition.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

TuUrsDAY, 24 SEPTEMBER, 1912.

The Spraker (Hon. W. D. Armstrong,
ZLockyer) took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock.

MINES REGULATION ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL.
ASSENT.

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of
8 message from His Excellency the Go-
vernor intimating his assent to this Bill.

MARYBOROUGH ELECTION PETITION.
REPORT OF HLECTIONS TRIBUNAL.

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of
the following letter from the Elections
Judge : —

“ Judges’ Chambers, Supreme Court,
“ Brisbane, 23rd September, 1912.

““To the Honourable the Speaker of the
Legislative Assembly of Queensland.

“Mr. Speaker,—The  petition of
Thomas Edward Thomas, Thomas John
’Brien, and Thomas O’Brien, all of
Maryborough, presented the second day
of July last, complaining of the undue
election and return of Edward Bernard
Cresset Corser as a member to serve in
the Legislative Assembly for the elec-
toral district of Maryborough, and claim-
ing that it might be determined that the
said Edward Bernard Cresset Corser was
not duly elected and returned, and that
the election and return of the said Ed-
ward Bernard Cresset Corser was null
and void, and that William Mitchell, a
candidate for election at the said elec-
tion, was duly elected and ought to have
been returned to serve as member for
the said electoral district in this present
Parliament, was tried before the Elec-
tions Tribunal on the tenth, eleventh,
twelfth, thirteenth, seventeenth, eigh-
teenth, nineteenth, twentieth, and twenby-
first days of September instant.

“The assessors chosen by the parties
and sworn were William Lennon, Her-
bert Freemont Hardacre, Donald Gunn,
Godfrey Morgan, John Payne, and
Harry Frederick Walker, members of
the Legislative Assembly.

“The ftribunal determined that the
election was void, and in accordance
with that determination I declared the
election void.

“The assessors present were divided
on the question of costs, and I, as Elec-
tions Judge, determined that the peti-
tioners and respondents should each pay
their own costs, and that the sum of one
hundred pounds paid into court with
the petition should be restored to the
petitioners, and I ordered and directed
accordingly.

““ All which I hereby certify.

“A copy of the evidence given at the
drial accompanies this certificate.

“C. E. Cuuss, Elections Judge.”
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The PREMIER (Hon. D. F. Denham,
Ozley): I move that the certificate of the
Elections Judge declaring void the election
of Fdward Bernard Cresset Corser for the
electoral district of Maryborough, be en-
tered in the journals of the House, and that
the Speaker issue a writ for the election of a
member to serve in this House for the said
electoral district.

Mr. Ryax: When is it proposed to hold
the election?
Question pub and passed.

The PREMIER : I move that the evidence
taken in the case be printed.

Question put and passed.

QUESTIONS.
AUDITOR-GENERAL’S REPORT.

Mr. THEODORE (Chillagoe) asked the
Treasurer, without notice—
“ Can he give any idea to the House
when we may expect the report of the
Auditor-General for this year.”

The TREASURER (Hon. W. H. Barnes,
Bulimba)—

“This iz a question which should be
properly put to the Chief Secretary. I
feel sure if the question is put, the Chief
Secretary will be able to answer it.”

Mr. THEODORE : In accordance with the
suggestion, I ask the Chief Secretary the
question.

The PREMIER: Anticipating such an in-
quiry, I wrote to the Auditor-General on
Thursday last, and have a reply to the effect
that it will be in a fortnight from that date.

IncreasEp Cost OF LIVING.

Mr. FOLEY (Mundingburra) for Mr.
Adamson, asked the Chief Secretary—
“1. Seeing that the report of the
commission on the cost of living in New
Zealand states that the Merchants’
Association by the mutual agreements
arranged by the members of that associa-
tion, and by articles being sold under
weight, have increased the cost of living
in the Dominion, will he, now, institute
an inquiry into the causes of the in-
creased cost of living in Queensland, and
also into the doings of the Traders
Associations in this State?

“2. Secing that the same commission
reports that rents are exorbitantly high
because of the actions of land specula-
tors and the agreements arranged by
those who trade in building materials,
will he, now, advise the Government to
purchase suitable areas of land in or
within reasonable distance from our
cities and towns, with the view of pro-
viding land at moderate prices for those
who wish to build houses for themselves;
further, will he, now, advise the Govern-
ment to establish State sawmills to coun-
teract the powers of the timber rings in
this State in raising the price of timber
for house-building purposes?”

The PREMIER replied—

“I have nothing to add to the an-

swers 1 gave to these questions when put

in another form by the hon. member on
the 20th of last month.”
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Mr. HUXHAM (Buranda) asked the
Treasurer—

“1. What is the net amount realised

on the last £2,000,000 loan raised in
London ?

2. What were the respective amountg
taken up—(a) By the upderwriters; (b)
by the general public?

3. What were the conditions govern-
ing the underwriting, and do the con-
ditions render it obligatory for the
underwriters to take up the loan at the
price fixed by the Government?

‘4. What are the rates of brokerage
or commission, etc., charged by the un-
derwriters ?

5. Are there charges on the loan
other than the above; if so—(a) To whom
paid; (b) for what services; (¢) the rate
paid; (d) the amount paid?”

The TREASURER replied—

“1. Approximately #£1,870,000. No
account sales are yet to hand.

“2. (a) 89 per cent.; () 11 per cent.

“3. The underwriters guarantee the
full amount of the loan at the issue
price—in this instance £96 per cent., and
take up the balance not applied for by
the general public.

“4. Underwriting charges, £1 5s. per

cent.”
113 5'__
(@) (5) (©) (d@)
Per cont. £
Bank of Eng- | For performing all | 5s. 0d. 5,000
land the dutiesinvolved
in placing the loan
. on the market
Commizssioners | Stamp duty ... 12s, 2@, 12,500

of Inland
Revenue
Brokers

... | Brokerage ...
Newspapers &e.

Advertising, &e.

... |55, 04, } Not yet
- known

MALaNDA-Mirraa Miiraa RAILWAY EXTENSION .

M. GILLIES (Eacham) asked the Secre-
tary for Railways—

“ As the Cabinet have departed from
their determination, and are going omn
with the construction of the Cloncurry-
Mount Cuthbert Railway, will he urge
the Cabinet to do likewise with the
Malanda-Millaa Millaa extension, ana
thereby save some hundreds of bong fide
settlers from utter ruination ?”

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWATS
(Hon. W. T. Paget, Mackay) replied—
‘“ The hon. member is basing hig ques-

tion upon an assumption which is in-
correct.’’

LOCAL AUTHORITIES ACTS AMEND-
MENT BILL.

INITIATION.

On the motion of the HOME SECRE-
TARY (Hon. J. G. Appel, Albert), it was
resolved— N

. That the House will, at its next sit-
ting, resolve itself into a Committee of
the Whole to consider of the desirableness

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.

of introducing a Bill to amend the Local
Authorities Acts, 1802-1910, the Gran-
ville and Burnett Bridges Act of 1889,
and the Steam Rollers Regulation Act of
1892, and to repeal the Siage Carriages
Act of 1835, certain sectivms of the Car-
riers Act of 1866, and the Carriers Act
of 1866 Amendment Act.”

PAPER.

The following paper, laid on the table,
was ordered to be printed:—

Additional regulation for examinafion

of candidates for admission to the

classified divisions of the public ser-

vice.
SUPPLY.
FINANCIAL STATEMENT-—DEBATE IN
COMMITTEE.

(Mr. J. Stodert, Logan, in the chair.)
Question—That there be granted to His
Majesty, for the service of the year 1912-13,
a sum not exceeding £300, to defray the
salary of the aide-de-camp to His Excellency
the Governor—stated.

Lir. RYAN (Barcoe), who was received
with Opposition *“ Hear, hears!” said: Since
the Committee lest met, I have had the
opportunity of going through the somewhas
voluminous documents which were presented
to us when the Treasurer read his Financial
Statement to the Committee, and moved the
motion which is now before the Committee.
I regret that hon. members, in discussing the
Financial Statement, had not the oppor-
tunity of first perusing the Auditor-Greneral’s
report. I know there are difficulties in that
respect, and I believe these difficulties are
not confined to Queensland only—I believe
they are experienced in other States. But
certain suggestions were made in the
Auditor-General’s report of lasi year, and I
think it is fitting that in addressing myself
to the motion now before the Committee I
should draw the attention of the Committee
to the suggesiions there made, which have
not been carried out. The Auditor-General
is an officer of Parliament. Parliament
naturally looks to the Auditor-General for
suggestions as to improvements that the
House will see carried out. I particularly
refer to the suggestion made in the Auditor-
General’s report last year, where he says—

0. As the various Audit Acts are silent
on the question, it is, in my opinion, a
matter of financial poljcy for the Govern-
ment to determine whether the Homnour-
able the Treasurer should, at the close
of a prosperous year—

(@) Anticipate and pass through the
Treasury books such sums as have been
actually paid away during June in all
parts of the State, and there;by
strengthen what may be an ensuing
weak year’s revenue; or

(6) By ignoring these outstanding
liabilities be compelled to transfer a
larger surplus from  consolidated
revenue to the public debt reduction
fund—as provided for in section 2 of
the Audit Act Amendment Act of
1895.

“T. 1 have suggested to the Go-
vernment an amendment of the Audif
Act so as to require the Treasury
books to be finally closed on the
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30th June of each year, leaving any
outstanding expenditure to be charged
to the appropriation for such out-
standings on the next rear’s Estimates,
but, so far, I have not secn any sign of
the suggestion being adopted. It would
certainly simplify the Treasury bookkeep-
ing, and also would assist honourable
members in arriving at what had actually
been charged to each year’s appropria-
tion—at pressnt a somewhat difficult
matter for anyone not conversant with
the existing system.”

I have previously referred during the present
session to this matter, and the Treasurer
then said, I think, that the matter would be
looked into; but, so far, I shall content
myself by again drawing the attention of
the Government to the suggestion contained
here, in the hope that whoever follows me,
or some speaker on the front Treasury bench,
will deal with the matter I have now raised.
A perusal of the Financial Statement shows
certain facts, which I think will be clear
and obvious to evervone with regard to the
expenditure which the Government have
made during last year, and the expendi-
ture that they propose during the current
year. Now, an examination of the figures
and the tables show me that from loan fund
last finsncial year there was spent a sum of
£1,995,301. During this year the expendi-
ture is estimated at £3,524,248, a rise of
£1,328,947. I find that in expenditure from
revenue there hss been an increase of
£650,956. Adding the two together, the total
expenditure from revenue and loan this year
will be £9,289,940. And the cstimates for
next year show a proposed expenditure from
revenue of £6,262,633, and from loan of
£2,835,250. No doubt there is a proposed
reduction of expenditure from loan fund
there, but during this year, in March last,
the Government will have to make repayment
of £1,000,000 borrowed from the Common-
wealth Government, and there are £600,000
falling due in Treasury bills in January
next, so the total amount to be paid in the
current year will be £10,697,883.

er. Forsyri: You have missed the half
of 1it.

Mr. RYAN: It is obvious that there is
to be a large increase in expenditure, or in
money paid away by the State over the
amount, paid away last year.

Mr. FomrsyrH: There .is the
£1,400,000 odd to be met.

Mr. RYAN: No doubt the hon. gentle-
man will deliver a very scathing criticism
of the statement. Judging by his inter-
jections, they will be even more severe than
my remarks. I notice that the interest on
the public debt in 1911-12 was £1,724,304 ; for
1912-13 it is estimated that it will be
£1,869,830, or & jump up in the interest bill
of £145,526. These figures are very striking,
and they are figures that will make, not only
members of this Committee, but also the
electors of Queensland, think very deeply.
I do not think the Government have given
that consideration to the matter of finance
which they should have given to that im-
portant matter. If the Government had not
received that £1,000,000 from the Common-
wealth Government in March last they would
have been £338,000 behind at the end of
June. That £1,000,000 was really a godsend
to the Government.

Mr. G. P. BARNES:
obtained it elsewhere.

loan of

They would have
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Mr. RYAN: If they had got it elsewhere,
it would have been in such a way that the
whole of the public would have seen the
position. But thev were unable to do so, as
was proved by the legislation brought down
when we frst met, 55 was proved bs the bﬂl
sent home on the Tth June. It was proved
that the limit of intercst would require to be
raised from 34 per cent. to 4 per cent. to
enuble them, to raise the moncy. Kortun-
ately, however, Mr. Fisher stepped in and
offered the Gorernment £1,00,000 »% 3% per
cent., and ws have only to cxamne the
Tinsncial Stalement to sco what a godsend
it was to the State of Queensland. But
while 16 wes a godsend then, it must not be
forgosten that it has to be paid back In
March next. .

Mr. Murpay: And we cannot float another
loan to repwy it

Mr. RYAN: So much the worse for
Queensland. This statement is partxcul‘arly
silent ag to how this money is to be raised.
There is an estimate of cartain rovenue, but
where is the loan money to come from?
contend that the Treasurer has utterly feiled
to suzgest how this money is to be provided.
He dors so with regard to the £600,000 in
Treasury bills; he says the Government are
going to ask the sanction of Parliament Eo
raise the interest on them from 33 per cent.
to 4 per cent., in the hope of mdugmg those
who now hold those Treasury bills to re-
invest. It may be that if the Government
get that authority the present holders will
take them up; but what about——

The TrrastrER: You have overlooked the
fact that applications are always being made.

r. RYAN: I am going to refer to that in
another way. That only refers to the
£600,000, if the Government succeed in their
desire; but what about the £1,000,000 lent
by the Commonwealth? _What abol]lt the
£2,835,250 they are proposing to spenc from
loan fund? And with regard to revenue,
there is an estimated revenue of £6,268,302,
and an estimate of cxpenditure from that
amount of £6,262,633. 1f the policy of con-
tinuing the construction of lines passed by
Parliament is not proceeded with, 1t is open
to very grave doubt if the Government will
be able to raise this revenue at all, particu-
larly from railways. Last year, m his
Financial Statemeni, the Hon. the Treasurer
overestimated the revenue from railways by
£15,071 ]

The TREASURER: It was not very much,
surely.

Mr. RVAN: It was not very much; it was
£15,071.

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER :
responsible for it.

Mr. RYAN: The strike was not responsible
for that. A great deal of the revenue drawn
from the railways has come from the carriage
of material for the construction of new lines.
Take the Blackall-Windorah extension, for

The strike was

instance. There is the carriage of sleepers
from Clermont. o
The PgrEmiER: The Commissioner has.

estimated the whole of that in his revenue.

Mr. RYAN: But suppose the construction
of thess lines is stopped.

The PreviEr: They are not going to be
stopped. .

Mr. RYAN: I propose to deal with that
later on, and members on that side will agree
with me that the Government have brokem
faith in regard to their railway policy and

My, Ryan.)
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deceived the electors. There are members
on the other side who were returned to sup-
port the Government on account of promises
to proceed with certain lines; and as soon
as they got in they stopped those lines. ¥
propose to deal more fully with that matter
at a later stage, and I trust there will be
some honest criticism frem the other side
with regard to the Government’s breach of
faith in regard to the matter. I rogret that
there is only one hour allowed for discuss.
ing an important statement of this kind, and
I propose to deal as briefly as I can with
some of the matters referred to by the
Treasurer. I propose to take them in the
order in which the hon. gentleman took
them. He deals first with the Savings Banks,
and he shows on page 6 of the Statement
that from 1902-3 up till the present time there
has been an increase in the number of de-
positors and in the amount deposited. He
says—

“The number of depositors had in-
creased in 1911-12 {0 139,091 persons, the
amounts to their credit being £7,342,811, an
average of £52 15s. 9d. for each depositor,
the year 1911-12 showing an increase of
T4 per cent. in depositors and 95 per cent.
in the amount of deposits over the year
1902-3, Truly this comparison discloses
the highly satisfactorr financial position
of a large number of our people.”

With 2l due respect to the hon. gentleman
I say it proves no such thing. Since the
year referred to, the amount which de-
positors may place in the Savings Bank at
1nterest has been increased to £500, and a
large number of offices have been opened.
Why ?

The TreasurErR: To try to block the
friends with whom you are associated.

Mr. RYAN: I am glad the hon. gentle-
man_has made that admission. If the hon.
gentleman had not been moved by the action
of the Commonwealth, would hé have done
his duty? The hon. gentleman hax been
-candid in making the admission he just made,
but if the people understand the position
they will thank the Commonwealth Govern-
ment for having driven him to do a duty
which he ought to have done long ago.

The TreAsURER: That is not correct.

Mr. RYAN: The vested interests of the
other banks prevented the State Savings
Bank from taking action long ago; and but
for the action of the Commonwealth Covern-

ment the State Savings Banl

{4 p.m.] would not mow be receiving de-

posits up to £500, and offices
-could not have been opened in places where
they have since been opened, and, instead of
there having been an encroachment by the
‘Commonwealth Government in this matter,
it has been a case of the Commonwealth Go.
vernment stirring up ths State Government
to do their duty. I am sorry to say that
the only motive that the hon. gentleman can
give this afterncon for doing his plain duty
to the people of Queensland—ihe only motive
he can suggest is that he wanted to block the
National Parliament of Australia.

The TreasURER: No. They wanted to
kick us out and see us stranded, but we were
too smart for them. (Opposition laughter.)

Mr. RYAN: The hon. gentleman is begin-
ning to feel warm, because I am bringing
home some home thrusts. As my time is
skort I must proceed on to the next matter.
The next question mentioned in the State.

[#r. Ryan.
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ment is that of land settlement. The Go-
vernment congratulate themselves on the
progress that has been made in land settle-
ment. I have mo hesitation in saying that
the Government are greatly to blame for
not proceeding faster with land settlement
than they are doing.
OpposiTioN MembeRs: Hear, hear!

Mr. RYAN: If you go through the Wes-
tern parts of Queyensland, from th({a New
South Wales border to the Gulf of Clarpen-
taria, you will find throughout the W1191e
distriet that there is a keen demand for
land.

OpposiTioN MEeMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. RYAN: There is a keon demand for
land from natives of Queensland—from sons
of the soil and those who come there from
the other States, and there is not sufficient
land available for them. (Hear, hear!)
They cannot get the land that they require.

Mr. Hamiirox : Nor one-tenth of it.

Mr. RYAN: Nor one-tenth of it, as my
colleague says. There is another important
question in connection with this matter.
When I went through my electorate during
the election I asked the electors if they did
not believe in the Government land policy
then they should send me back with a bigger
majority, and a substantially bigger
majority, than 1 had before, because I
pointed out that if they did not do that
then the Government would turn round and
say, ‘“Your own clectors do not 71’)eheve
what you say on this land question.”” The
rvesult of the election was that I got a bigger
majority than ever. The people in my
electorate considered that the Government
was not doing its duty with regard to land
settlement, and the opinion of my electors
is the opinion of every electorate repre-
sented by a Western man in Queensland.

OrposITION MeMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. RYAN: Tt is not only the Western
electorates that hold these opinions, b?t they
are held by other electorates as well. We
have suggested to the (Government that they
should survey resumptions before they fall
in, so that as soon as they fall in they could
be made available for selection. But instead
of doing that the Government do notpeven
survey the resumptions after they have fallen
in, and there is a long delay.. If. you write
to the Lands Department, which iz presided
over by the Minister for Lands, you get re-
plies to the effect that surveyors are not
available. I remember that the hon. mem-
ber for Tewnsville, who is not in the House
at present, used to say that where there was
money there should be surveyors, and h_e
said that the Government should not hesi-
tate to spend money in order to get sur-
veyors. 'The hon. member for Townsville
pointed out, and other hon. members pointed
out, that the Malay States were rqally tak-
ing the surveyors from Queensland because
they offered good salaries, and if the Queens-
land Government offered good salaries they
could get surveyors, and if they genuinely
made for throwing open land for settlement
there would be far more land settlement
than there is at present.

Mr. WienmonT: How can you survey land
before it is resumed?

Mr. RYAN: They know what land they
are going to resume, and they can proceed
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with the survey of it before it actually falls
in. It would prevent the delay in land
settlement that now obtains.

Mr. Haminrox: The Act allows it to be
done.

Mr. RYAN: There is an important
matter I desire to refer to in this connec-
tion, and that is that in many cases that
land is thrown open and a great many of
thosa desirous of taking up land have not
got the opportunity given them of doing
so. An instance happened at Windorah
where land was thrown open to selection.
A large number intended 4o apply for por-
tions, and they went out with cheques which
they were told wauld be accepted, but which
would afterwards have been refused.

Mr. Macnossan: That is not true.

Mr. RYAN: It is true. .
Mr. Microssax: I was in the case myself.

Mr. RYAN: So was I in the case.
Mr. Macrogsan: I got the finding of the
judge in my favour, at any rate.

Mr. RYAN: Tet me tell hon. members
here what the finding of the judge was in
that matter. I refer to it here because I
wish to know if the Government are going
to carry out the recommendation made by
the judge on that occasion. The judge of
the land court was Mr. Heeney, and he pre-
sided over the cases that were heard there,
e said that he would recommend that in
any future proclamation it should be stated
whether cheques would be accepted or not.
I bring up that matter for the purpose of
asking whether the Government will aoccept
the recommendation thrown out by the
Jjudge of the Tand Court. 1 think it is only
right that it should be stated whether cash
or cheques will be accepted. 1 can assure
hon. gentlemen on the front Treasury bench
that there is a strong feeling in the Western
country on this matter, because cheques are
soréaetimes accepted and sometimes they are
not,

Mr. Payxe: I never knew chegues to be
refused, except on this occasion—never.

BMr. RYAN: To pass on to the mining

industry, I notice that the Treasurer says
ere—

“The features that latterly have
characterised the mining industry ve-
main unsl 7

That is not much of a sign of progress.
Evidently the policy of the Covernment has
not done much to stimulate the mining in-
dustry in Queensland.

Mr. O’SuLLivan: They have started it

Mr., RYAN: T proceed with that passing
remark to the pastoral industry. With re-
gard to the pastoral industry, the Minister
points out, amongst other things, that the
number of cattle in this State have decreased.
There is a sentence here that particularly
caught my eve when I was reading through
the Statement. It will be found on page 11,
and I would like to quote it—

“On Ist January last the State held
618,954 horses, an increase of 4.23 per
cent. over the year before; of sheep,
20,740,981, the addition equalling 2.01 per
cent. only; while our cattle diminished
to 5,073,201, a proportionate reduction of
1.14 per cent. Pigs, on the other hand,
were added to by 14.25 per cent., the

[24 SEPTEMBER.]

Supply. 1227

number being 173,802; and it would seem
that this profitable stock is now receiv-
ing more attention than formerly. With
these figures and the opinion expressed
by some that the meatworks are not able
to handle the available output, the opera-
tions in that respect will be interesting.

It is the last three lines that I desire to

_draw attention to—

““With these figures and the opinion
expressed by some that the meatworks
are not able to handle the available out-
put, the operations in that respect will
be interesting.”

What do those lines refer to? Do they refer
to the fact that the American meat trust is

about to start work in Queensland? The
Treasurer need not laugh.
The Treasurzr: I wondered what you

were straining at.

Mr. RYAN: The Statement says that the
opinion is expressed that the meatworks are
not able to handle the available output. Are

- they friends of the American meat combine

to express that opinion?

Mr. Trour: A number of squatters have
said so themselves.

Mr. RYAN: Does the hon. member for
Enoggera favour the American meat trust?

Mr. Trour: I am not talking about the”
American meat trust at all.

Mr. RYAN: The hon. member interjected,
and I would like to know what his views
are with regard to the American meat com-
bine.

The TREASURER : Is there not a Meat Com-
mission sitbing just now?

Mr. RYAN: There is a Meat Commission
sitting just now, and I dare say that the
hon. gentleman will not take much notice
of the recommendations of the commission
unless they are in favour of the establish-
ment of the meat trust. That is a question
that should engage the attention of this
House and the psople of Australia generally,
especially when we find not only in this
State, but in other States, that there are
motions introduced to try to prevent the
American meat trust from getting a firm
hold in Australia. Vet we have no refer-
ence to that matter in this Statement, al-
though it is a proper place for us to look
for such a reference in dealing with the
matter of meatworks. It shows that the
Government are not aware bf the apprehen-
sion that exists in the minds of the people
of Queensland on the matter. The Govern-
ment are silent on this matter, and clearly
from their silence I can only come to one
conclusion, and that is, that the hon. gentle-
men on the front Treasury bench plainly
want the meat trust established here. The
Government may have very good reasons for
wishing that. Their reasons may be valid
and good, and it may be a good thlr}g forg
Queensland, and I will be satisfied if the
people of Queensland know what attitude the
Government is taking in regard to that mat-
ter. The next subject we come to is that of
agriculture. In looking at the Agricaltural
Department we would expect to see some-
thing showing that the State was making
some advance. We have had criticisms which
have been made from this side of the House
by the hon. member for Maranoa and others,
and if those criticisms had been taken notice

M. Ryan.)
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of and iheir suggestions carried out in the
pash,  then the agricultural industry in
Quennsland would be flourishing.

The TrzisurER: You are expert agricul-
turists uver there.

Mr. RYAN: We are not all expert. I
was reforring to the hon. member for Mara-
noa, and to the hon., member for Tacham,
and others. At all events, they are practi-
cal men, and it is the criticisms and sugges-
tions of practical men that I now refer to.
I say that if these suggestions had been car-
ried out the agricultural industrs in Queens-
land would have prospered, but instead of
that, what dd we find® We find that there
was a reduction in the total area under cul-
tivation in 1911 of 15,026 acres as compaved
with the previcus year. Just fancy a falling
off in the arca under cultivation, and what
sompensating advantage does the hon. gen-
tleman take refuge in in this Statement. He
points out here that there was a falling off
in the total acrsage vultivated, but he points
out that there has been an increase in the
number of pumpkins and melons that were
grown during the vear. (Laughter.) He also
points out that the price of potatoes has
gone up, and iz likely to continue to do so.

Mr, Haamrox: Irish blight.

Mr. RYAN: Probably caused by the Irish
blight.

The TemssUmsR: You laugh at the pro-
ducer, and you laugh at the pumpkins that
are produced, but I can tell you that pump-
kins are 2 very valuable asset so far as
Queensland is concernod.

Mr. RYAN: I do not desire to laugh at
the pumpkins and melons at all, but I desire
to_point out that the total acreage under
cultivation last year was 15,000 acres less
than the previous year, and what compen-
sating advantage have we for that? What
remains to compensate for that? The
Treasurer points out that the number of
pumpkins and melons have increased, and the
price of potatoes has gone up. We quite
understand that the Treasurer is in a posi-
tion to know that the price of potatoes has
gone up, and he is also in a position to
know, asz a middleman, the same as some
other hon. members over there, that they
are likely to keep up the price of potatoes.

The TrEasvrER: That is not worthy of the
hon. member.

Mr. RYAN: It is an interesting piece of
information to get, but I refer to it more to
show that the han. gentleman has not grap-
pled with the subject as he ought to have
done.

The TREASURER : You know nothing about it.

Mr. RYAN: I know a very good deal
about it. I know that that sort of informa-
tion put before the people of Queensland is
not going to convince them that the Go-
vernment is doing anything io encourage
agriculture in this State.

The TREASURER: What about the increase
in the {ruitgrowing? :

Mr. RYAN: I am very pleased to see the
increase in the fruitgrowing, but the Go-
vernment should adopt a proper policy in
regard to zgriculture, and have an increase
in agriculture as well as in the production
of fruit. There is not one word of sugges-
tion as to how the agricultural industry in
Queensland is going to be improved.

Mr. Booxrr: Your party are going to re-
duce the area under cultivation next year.
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Mr. RYAN: The hon. gentleman is mak-
ing a mistake there. How doess the hon.
gentleman make out that this party is going
to reduce the area under cualtivation next
rear ? .

) Myr. Booxeg: In the sugar indastry. There
will be a serious reduction in the area next
year. ) )

(OppostTION MEMBERS dissenting.)

Mr. O’Svnmivax: It is the black labour
ory all over again.

Mr. RYAN: There is a reference in the
Statement to the sugar industry, and per-
haps I had better guote it—

“The position in the area devoted to
sugar-cane is one of great uncertainty,
and there are signs that, unless there 1s
early alleviation, the conditions imposed
upon the indusiry, if no satisfuctory set-
off is given, will so far affest the cam-
paign of 1813 that the pl‘OduCi‘IOn of sugar
in this State will be far below the re-
quirements of Australia, and that many
areas now under cune will be devoted to
other products.”

What is all this trouble about? The trouble
of paying l1s. an hour to those persons who
work in the canefields. The hon. members.
for Chillagoe and Herbert have already
pointed out that we favour the equalisation
of the bounty and excise, and I trust that
that amendment will be brought about.
There are, however, certain hon. members.
who have introduced this matter here in
order to gain some political capital, and in
order to prejudice people against the Com-
monwealth Government. I note that there
are to be increases in the salaries of cer-
tain public servants, principally in the
salaries of members of the Pohqe Force, and
I may say right here that this party for
years has advocated increases to the rank
and file of the Police Force, and it is not
going to alter that attitude now. We are
very pleased to see that those increases
have been granted to the rank and file. But
there is one increase I would like to refer
to, and that is the one in the salary of the
Commissioner for Police from £800 fo
£1,000. And are there not some allow-
ances ?

The TREASURER: You say you know all
about it.

Mr. RYAN: I can certainly see from the
Estimates themselves that there is to be
an ingrease from £800 to £1,000. "_!Z‘hls, to-
my mind, has a sort of political significance,
and I shall have the opportunity of dealing
with that when these particular Estimates
are before the House. I only desire to say,
in the meantime, that I do not approve of
that particular increase, especially under
the circumstances under which it was.
granted. It was granted, I suppose, as a
sort of reward for services rendered against
the workers of this State, particularly in
the metropolitan area.

The TREASURER: Should you not say for
the protection of the workers of the State?

Mr. RYAN: The hon. gentleman tries to
pose as a humorist. There is a stabtement
made here that has caught my eye, and
which also caught my ear when the hon.
member was reading his Financial State-
ment; it was that hon. members would
note from the study of the Hstimates that
increases throughout the public service,
with the exception of those for police offi-
cers, were limited to those in receipt of a
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salary of less than £400 per annum. I ask
if that is correct?

The PREMIER: Yes.

Mr. RYAN: Those increases are only pro-
vided for officers who receive less than £400
per annum, with the exception of the police.
That is a plain statement, and hon. members
are invited to study the details of the Hsti-
mates. Hon. members reading that would
take it for granted that no public servant
receiving £400 per annum or cver, with the
exception of the police, has had his salary
increased.

The TREASURER: Quite correct.

Mr. RYAN: I would like information
then as to cerfain items. First, there is

the Commissioner for Railways. I see by
the schedule that the amount required for
this year is £2,000, against £1,750 last year.

The PREMIER: A contract entered into
many months ago.

Mr. RYAN: The only chance we have of
knowing anything about these contracts is

when they come up before us in connection
with the Estimates. Then there is the

medical superintendent at Goodna, whose
salary has been iIncreased from £800 to
£1,000.

The PremIiER: A further three years with
increased allowances.

Mr. RYAN: Is he not an officer receiving
over £400? Let us take another case. I see
the superintendent of St. Helena is increased
from £450 to £500. Was that a contract
entered into some months ago?

The PreMIER: It might have been.

Mr. RYAN: The Deputy Surveyor-
General, I see, has been increased from
£475 to £500.

The PreMIER: From about January last.

Mr. RYAN: I only mention these as
examples. |

The PreEMIErR: Capable of most complete
answars—every one of them.

Mr. RYAN: Will the hon. gentleman
answer this? Can hon. members, by study-
ing the details of the Estimates, find all
that out?

The PREMIER: Yes.

Mr. RYAN: Where? The Treasurer said
that hon. members would note from a study
of the details of the Estimates that in-
creases, with the exception of some granted
to the police, had not been given to officers
receiving over £400 per annum. Will the
hon. gentleman tell me where I can find
particulars of all these secret arrangements
entered into some months ago?

The PreMier: You will get the informa-
tion when the Estimates are on.

Mr. RYAN: 1 am not necessarily criticis-
ing those Hstimates; but I am criticising
the fact that we are told that only men
under £400 are getting increases, when such
is not the case. And other members of the
public will also want to know why other
officers of the service in receipt of over £400
per annum should not also have received in-
creases. 1 shall be interested to hear the
explanation the Ion. the Chief Secretary
will give of this matter when he rises to
deal with it. I think I have shown that the
Statement is a misleading one, not only mis-
leading to the Committes, but to the whole
public service.

The PreMIER: Not at all.

Mr. RYAN: I propose now to deal with
what I consider a more important matter,
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and that is the question of railway construc-
tion and railway policy. On the 3lst July
last, the Chief Secretary made a Minis-
terial statement in this House on the sub-
ject of railway construction. I do not
desire to read the whole of the statement,
but I desire to have it incorporated in my
remarks. Thereforé, I would like to know
if it will be taken as read?

The PrEMIER: You are perfectly welcomse,
go far as I am concerned.

Mr. RYAN: I desire to have it taken as
read. .

Mr. MurpHY: You will not get it into
Hansard if it is not read.

The CHAIRMAN: Is it the pleasure o1
the Clommittce that the statement be taken
as read?

HONOURABLE MEMBERS :

“ MINISTERIAL STATEMENT RE RAILWAY
(C!ONSTRTCTION,

“The PREMIER: I think it desir-
able, with the permission of the House,
that the following information should be
given to the Parliament and the country
Tespecting the situation in regard to the
railway construction works mow in_ pro-
gress :—On the last day of the last finan-
oial year nineteen different railways
were in course of construction, represent-
ing a total of 524 miles, at an estimated
cost of £1,968,547, of which £1,242,651
had already been expended. Since that
date, one of those lines, that from
Allora to Goomburra, has been completed
and opened, and the first section of
another, that from Malbon to Hulieman’s
Creck, brousht so near to completion that
large quantities of goods are carried by
railway between Malbon and the Duchess.
£725,896 will be needed to complete the
cighteen lines now in course of construc-
tion. These eighteen” lines, on -which
about 3,560 men are emploved, are

Hear, ‘hear!
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Benarkin 1o Yarraman 15 &3,098 5,615
Thsllon to Dirranbandi 97,900 | 2,470
Oakey to Cooyar 38 | 147,266 : 4.373
Miles to Tarcom (firs 44 136,592 | 3,151
section) 5,450
Woodford to Kileoy ... 17 91,792
Keefton to Imbel 24 161,55 6,627
Gayundah to Mundubbera 23 118,052 5,018
Cordalba to Dallarnil ... 31 124,245 4,029
3ount Morzan to Daw- 87 241,813 3,603
son
Gresi West-rn Rail- | 290 | 1,220,818, 4,083
way Stheme
Wallal to Tohsrmorv ...
Blackall to Windorah ...
Malbon to Sulieman’s
Cresk
North Coast Railway
Schense.
Rockhampton, north- 4587
ward
Mackayv, southward 4,600
Bobawaba to Burdekin 3.600
Burdekin to Ayr 3,600
Townsville to near Card- 4,500
well
Babinda, southward G.000
4,265

Grard Total ... <. 515 1,918,65?51 3.784
It is proposed to concentrate our efforts
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on the lines of railways just enumerated,
completing  and turning them into
revenue-producing concerns before we
commence the construction of any of the
ten lines authorised by Parliament las

year. Those ten lines are—
[ % 5
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Miles | £ £
Logan Villags to Canungra | 21 89,654 | 4,335
Munbilla to 3t Edwards | 16 85,425 | 5,228
Kingaroy to Tarong e 18 61,975 1 3,209
Dalby to Jandewaie 29 79,007 | 2,784
Qakey 1o Mt, Russell 19 67,824 | 2,944
Roma to Orallo .., b2 85,759 | 2,935
Pialba to Urangan ... 5 20,600 | 3,990
Cloncurry to Mt. Cuthbert | 42 165,047 | 3,933
Malanda towards Millag 9 78,223 | 8,730
Millaa

Tumoulin to Cedar Creek 5 37,104 | 8,131
104 761,518 | 3,922

I have also to state that the Winton $o
Springvale section of the Great Western,
Railway has not yet been commenced, In
the matter of the opening up of the
Upper Burnett lands, by means of rail-
way construction, which has been the
subject of investigation during the past
two years, and is g subject to which the
Minister for Railways and the depart-
ment’s officers have given much earnest
attention, the balance of evidence as to
relative economy of construction and pro-
portion of land made available is in
favour of a line from Mundubbera to
Dalgangal and not that projected from
Wolca to Dalgangal, the Government,
after long and most anxious consideration,
Bave decided that the Upper Burnett
Iands shall be reached by the extension
of the railway from Mundubbera. There
18 no possibility of tabling plans this
year, but this decision will enable the
Lands Department to proceed to make
surveys, and generally get ready to open
areas of rich agricultural land on the
Upper Burnett, in anticipation of rail-
way comnmunication, When speaking on
the Address in Reply during last session,
I indicated that it was considered, in
the interests of the producing and travel-
ling public, and also to the advantage of
the Railway Department, that the via
recta, the comnection between North and
South Brisbane, and the Tinana and
Drayton deviations be constructed. On
the occasion of the opening of the War-
wick to Maryvale line—a section of the
via recta—I announced that the plans of
the via recta would be tabled during the
“ next session”; at the same time, the
Minister for Railways informed those in-
terested that it would be necessary to
have a resurvey made of a considerable
portion of the route between the foot of
the Range and Maryvale. A preliminary
report in that direction has been made,
but owing to the surveying staff being
more than fully engaged upon the work-
ing surveys of lines already passed by
Parliament, it has been impossible to
heve the necessary survey made in time
for the tabling of said plans this ses-
sion. Further, it is not practicable to
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table the plans of any railways this ses-
sion, the surveyors and drafting staff
being fully occupied in getting ready the
working plans of railways now in hand.
The point I most wish to emphasise is
that the Commissioner, according as any
of these eighteen lines now in_course_of
construction are completed, will emplo.y
on those lines still unfinished such of his
staffi and men as are thus set free for
other work, in order to make every one
of those railways as soon as possible a
going and revenue-producing concern.
He will then proceed with the construc-
tion of the ten lines passed by Parlia-
ment last year. I hope that this work
may be so far forward by next session as
to warrant the tabling of other very
desirable connections, deviations, and
extensions. 1 think the communication
is of such importance that it should be
first made to Parliament rather tha’x}
given, as ordinarily, through the Press.

Mr. RYAN: Well, on the 31st July the
Hon. the Chief Secretary referred to the
eighteen lines on which about 3,500 men were

employed. The eighteen lines are set out
in the form of a table. He then proceeds to
say—

“It is proposed to concentrate our
efforts on the lines just enumerated,
completing and turning them into reve-
nue-producing concerns before we com-
mence the construction of any of the ten
lines authorised by Parliament last
year.”

Then those ten lines are set out. They are
from Logan Village to Canungra, from
Munbilla to Mount Edwards, from Kingaroy
to Tarong, from Dalby to Jandowaie, from
Oakey to Mount Russell, from Roma to
Orallo, from Pialba to Urangan, from Clon-
curry to_ Mount Cuthbert, from Malanda
towards Millaa Millaa, and from Tumoulin to
Cedar Creek. When the railway policy of
the Government was introduced with regard
to the construction of the North Coast Rail-
way and the Great Western line, members
of this House were assured that the carrying
through of those schemes would not_inter-
fere with the passing and construction of
lines into agricultural districts, and on
account of that assurance certain railways
were passed, including those ten. It was
held out to electors at the last election that
those railways were being: gone on with,
and, on the strength of that promise, large
numbers of votes were cast for Government
candidates.

OpposITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. RYAN: Yet, immediately we met in
the House, or shortly afterwards, the Hon.
the Premier said those lines were not going
to be gone on with. I would like to know
what hon. members for those constituencies
have got to say at conduct of this sort on
the part of the Government? How is the
hon, member for Maryborough going to
justify to the electors of Maryborough the
fact that the line from Pialba to Urangan
is not going to be gone on with? What
about the via recta? What has the hon.
member for Warwick to say with regard to
the postponement of this line?

Mr. Fomsyra: Are you sure it has been
stopped ?
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Mr. RYAN: I have only to refer you to
what the Chief Secretary said with regard
to the via recta.

Mr. ForsyrH: Look at the Estimates.

Mr. RYAN: I will get to the Estimates
directly. There is a lot of dust thrown in
the eyes of people in those Estimates.
There are thousands of pounds put down
for lines they have no intention of going on
with, if we can believe this Ministerial state-
ment. However, I am not going to be
drawn away by any interjection, for I am
speaking on what is perhaps the most im-
portant question that could be dealt with on
this Financial Statement, and ‘that is the
question of the attitude of the Government
with regard to railway construction. I
think that if we went to the country to-
morrow the Government’s present policy
would be sufficient to throw it out of office,
I know hundreds of electors who look upon
this backing down of the Government as a
distinct breach of faith, and let me here
refer to what the Chief Secretary said with
regard to the via recta—

“On the occasion of the opening of
the Warwick to Maryvale line—a section
of the via recta— I announced that the
plans of the via recta would be tabled
during the ‘next session’; at the same
time the Minister for Railways informed
those interested that it would be neces-
sary to have a resurvey made of a con-
siderable portion of the route between
the foot of the range and Maryvale. A
Erehminary report in that direction has

een made, but owing to the surveying
staff being more than fully engaged
upon the working survey of linesalready
passed by Parliament, it has been im-
possible to have the necessary survey
made in time for the tabling of the said
plans this session.”

In other words, he calmly tells the people
who are interested that he, the leader of
the Government, the’ Chief Secretary—who
ought to know his businss—that the plans
for that railway would have been tabled for
this session, but he adds that the Minister
for Railways warned you that it might not
be possible to do it. Because of the action
of some other Minister, qualified in some
way, he is not able to table those plans.
Whatever explanation he is going to give to
the hon. member for Warwick to place
before his constituents, I do not think he is
going to satisfactorily explain to the ordi-
nary electors of Queensland his going back
on the Government’s distinct promise to
construct that railway. The remarks that
I have made with regard to the Pialba to
Urangan Railway, and with regard to the
via recta, apply not only to them, but they
apply also to the Dalby to Jondowaie line;
they apply to the Malanda to Millaa Millaa

line; to the Tumoulin to Cedar
[4.30 p.m.] Creek line; to the Oakey to

Mount Russell line; +to the
Kingaroy to Tarong line; to the Munbilla
to Mount Edwards line; and to the Logan
Village to Canungra line.

The PrEMIER: Have you the aundacity to
advocate that all those lines should be com-
menced at once?

Mr. RYAN: When we are sitting over
there we shall prescribe. What I am refer-
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ring to now is this, and every elector of
Queensland will see the force of what I am
saying. It proves that the Government
passed those railways through Parliament,
and held out promises that those railways
were to be built in order to get votes, and
when they got the votes they broke faith
with the electors.

The PremiER: When were those railways
passed ?

Mr. RYAN: Those railways were passed
very recenly, and that statement of the
Premier’s should have been made to the
electors belore the last election. When the
Minister for Railways was advising that the
extension from Malanda to Millaa Millaa
should be passed, he pointed out that there
were hundreds of men on the land in the
Millas Millaa district who would have to
jeave their holdings if the railway was not
built.

Mr. Giruies: Five hundred.

Mr. RYAN: And in face of that, the
Government deliberately say that they are
not going on with that railway. What sort
of treatment is that of the man on the
land? What sort of encouragement is that
for seftlement? What reliance can the
electors place in a Government which goes
to them with such promises, and, as soon
as they get into power, they break their
promises? Might I refer to the remarks
made at Jondowaie by one hon. member
sitting behind the Government- I refer to
Mr. Vowles, the hon. member for Dalby—
who put the case as strong as I can possibly
put it with regard to that partirular exten-
sion. That hon. member explained—

“ That Jondowaie was not unigue in
its position of having the lins hung up.
There were many other lines in exactly
the same position. He had asked the
Premier for information, but he had
been unable to get any from him. He
would only give information on the floor
of the House, owing to other disbricts
being interested. He was given to
anderstand, however, that the Railway
Estimates to be tabled shortly would
show the amount of money to be appro-
priated conditionally to some of these
twelve lines, and they would then find
out what their prospects were, and the
order in which their line was likely to
be started. He considered that the
Premier's statement had been misunder-
stood. When the Premier made the
statement that no new lines would be
commenced until those already under
construction were revenue producing, he
meant the time when they began to earn
money, not when they began to show a
profit. Anyone who knew the Better-
ment Act knew that once the line started
running, it was the benefiting public that
had to find the 3 per cent. It was not a
business proposition to have the whole
of the loan money outlaid in partly
completed lines, none of which were pro-
ducing any revenue. He .s.ympa.thxseé[
fully with them in their position, and he
was fully aware of the statements made
by the Secretary for Railways at Jon-
dowaie and Perrinuan, telling them that
the line was assured, and that they
could go ahead and buy their agricul-
tural implements, and other such re-
marks, but they had not been confirmed

Mr. Ryan.’]
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by the Government policy. Mr. Vowles
said he was just as sore on the present
position as they were.”

I invite the Premier’s attention particularly
to the concluding remarks of the hon.
member. This is the opinion of one of his
candid friends—the opinion of an hon.
member who had to go back and face the
angry electors who were deceived and had
to speak in order to satisfy them. The hon.
member continued—

“He thought it would have been
much better if the Government had
explained the position before the last
elections. Ie had no desire to appear
before them 'in & false position, and
would much rather have contested the
last election knowing, and the public
also knowing, what was meant by the
Government in respect to the line. He
urged them all to co-operate and per-
sist in their demands for the line, be-
cause many of them had been promised
the line when they took up their selec-
tions some years ago. It had been sug-
gested that he should resign his seat in
protest against the action of the Govern-
ment. But he would ask them what
had happened to a certain member of
the Cabinet who had pushed his claim
for a line in his district. In that case
he had been asked to resign, and he was
one in seven. What chance then had he
of pushing for this line as one in seventy-
two? 'The real position was that the
Government had too big a majority, and
were not affected by the attitude of one
or two private members. It was ridicu-
lous to talk of his resigning in these
circumstances as it would not have the
slightest effeot.”#

Whether it has any effect upon the hon.
member for Dalby or not, it becomes the
duty of hon. members who have the in-
terests of political morality at heart, and
who have the interests of Queensland at
heart, to point out to thcse electors that
they will have a remedy at some future date
for such CGovernments as this Government,.
Not only has the Government said they will
not go on with thoze particular ten lines,
but they have actually stopped the Dawson
Valley line, after having statad on the 31st
July that it would be proceeded with.

The PReEMIER: To the 29-mile point.

My, RYAN: The 29-mile point! Was

not thes chief reason why that line was
passed by this IHouse, the fact that the
Mount Morgan Gold Mining Company

guaranteed to take 25,000 tons of coal per
annum? What chance have they of taking
any coal if vou stop the railwav at the 29
mile peg? The Government, no doubt, wanted
to get rid of the hon. member for Fitzroy.

The PrEmigr: Not true.

Mr. RYAN: The Courier pointed out at
the time that he was taken into the Cabinet
for geographical reasons. Now, as pointed
out by the hon. member for Dalby at Jon-
dowale, with the Government’s big majority
they consider they need not take any notice
of geographical reasons at all, and conse-
quently Central Queensland is entirely
ignored, and the hon. member for Fitzroy
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is turned out. Why? Because he protested
against the Government going back upon
their policy of constructing thab rallwizy and
breaking faith with the people of Central
Queensland and with the people of Rock-
hampton, and going on with what railway
instead? A railway they said they would
not go on with is the Cloncurry-Mount
Cuthbert Railway. It would be interesting
to know what were the exact moving forces
that caused the consiruciion of the Clon-
curry to Mount Cuthbert line, and the
stoppage of the Dawson Valley Railway.
1 notice, as a man who casts his eye over
the stock and share market, there was a
sharp drop in the Mount Cuthbert shares,
consequent on the pronouncement In this
House on the 3lst July that thab railway
was not to be procesded w1’oh§ and, without
any other official statement being made here,
the Government decided to go on with that
railway, and those shares steadily crept up
again., Where did that information leak
out? Who were the favoured ones who
knew when to sell out and when to buy in
because those shares were on the rise?
These are matters that set onme thinking. 1
am not making any direct suggesbion that
any Minister iz guilty of improper ponduct
in regard to those shares, but I notice that
the effect came about.

The TREASURER: You are phrowing a little
mud, hoping that it may stick.

Mr. RYAN: Not at all. I am stating the
bald fact that there, was a declaration made
in this House that the line was not to be
gone on with, and the shares dropped, and
then, without another official statement, the
line  was commenced, and those shares
steadily rose in price.

Mr. TrouT: They are going down AOW.

Mr. RYAN: They may be going down.
The hon. genileman must think we are very
lacking in common sense if we do nob know
that such @ pronouncement as that was
bound to send the shares down, and_also
that the decision to go on with the railway
would also send them up.

OprosiTioN MemsEzs: IHear, hear!

Mr. RYAN: T have heard no reason yeb
given—any official pronouncement—why 1t
was suddenly decided that that linc, as
against all others, should be gons on with.
There are many other matters that I desire
to refer to on this Financisl Statement, bub
as my time is very short 1 propose only to
refer to one; and that is the question of the
handing over of industrial powers fto the
Commonwaalth. On the Address in Reply
this session, I pointed out that it would be
impossible for the six States of the Common-
wealth to pass through exactly similar
measures to hand over industrial powers to
the Commonwealth; I pointed out that it
could not be done, that it would be compli-
cated by having so many Legislatures, and
I pointed out that the reason why federation
was brought about was to get over that very
difficulty. Now, in this morning’s Courier
I find that the State of South Australia has
decided that it will not join in handing
over industrial powers. I will quote the
exact words of the Premier of Victoria—

“Mr. Watt to-day received a com-
munication from Mr. Peake, stating that
the matter had been thoroughly threshed
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out by the South Australian Cabinet,
and the Ministers had decided that they
.oould not seec their way to adopt the
recommendations of the Premiers’ Con-
ference. South Australia was, therefore,
opposed to the surrender of the indus-
trial powers. The next step, Mr. Watt
explained, would be to communicate
with the Governments of Queensland
and Tasmania, whose intentions to in-
troduce Bills for the authorisation of the
proposed surrender had been announced,
and to invite their views on the situa-
tion created by the opposition of the
South Australian Government to the
scheme. It would be quite competent
for two or more States to surrender the
ndustrial powers without regard to the
action of the others, ‘but such a pro-
cedure,” said the Premier, ‘would, at
best, be ineffective.’”’

It would ‘“at best be ineffective,” and let
the people of Queensland beware that they
do not join with some of the few States to
hand over industrial powers to the (Com-
monwealth while other States do not do it,
for what would be the result? Unfair com-
petition.

The bell indicated that the hon. member’s
time had expired.

Mr. RYAN: I am sorry my time is up.

The PREMIER : I am willing to give you,
as leader of the Opposition, an extension of
time; I will not oppose it, but I will oppose
it for anybody else.

My. Cov¥e: I move that the hon. member
be further heard.

Question put and passed.
T1ONOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. RYAN: I desire to thank the Com-
mittee for their courtesy in allowing me to
proceed with my remarks, particularly as I
was on such an important subject—the ques-
tion of handing over industrial powers to
the Commonwealth. I was pointing out that
for some few States to hand over industrial
powers while others stood out would be
detrimental to the people of Queensland,
and 1 will show why. Supposing the States
of Queensland and Victoria were to hand
over industrial powers to the Commonwealth
dealing with certain matters, and the Com-
monwealth Arbitration Court fixed a certain
rate of wage in a particular industry, the
State of South Australia, which will be
carrying on the same industry, may carry
it on under more sweating counditions, pay-
ing less wages than Queensland and Vie-
toria. The result would be that the men in
those particular callings would be driven
into the State of South Australia. There-
fore, not only would it be inecffective for the
States to hand over these powers while some
States are standing out, but it would be ex-
ceedingly dangerous to the manufacturing
industries of Queensland. There is only one
way of effectively handing over or dealing
with these industrial matters, and that is
by the whole Commonwealth of Australia
handing over to the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment the powers of passing the necessary
legislation on industrial matters. I think
that must be clear to hon. gentlemen on the
front Treasury bench. I trust that that
aspeci of the matter is one that will be
«dealt with by the Chief Secretary when he
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makes his remarks on this Statement, be-
cause the Commonwealth referendum will
come on before the next session of Parlia-
ment, and it is most important that the
people of Queensland should have some
official pronouncement from the Premier as
to his attitude with regard to thess indus-
trial powers, and it is my duty, and the duty

. of every other hon. member on this side of

the House, to “take time by the forelock,”
and to point out to the people of Queens-
land what will be the effect of carrying oub
the policy which, at least up to the present,
has been advoocated by the Chief Secretary
and by the other Ministers of the Cabiret,
because they say that the Premiers’ Clonfer-
ence agreed to do it, and that all the States
would pass similar legislation simultaneously.
We know, as this party said at the time,
that the States are not going to pass
similar legislation simuliarcously, and,
therefore, it is due to us, and to the people,
that the Premier should make some state-
ment with regard to the altered phase that
has been placed upon the matter. It is the
only way, too, in which trusts and combines
can be effectively dealt with. It is the only
way that the people of Australia and the
people of Queensland can be protected
against the introduction of the American
meat trust. It is the only way that effec-
tive legislation can be passed with regard to
such combinations as the Coal Vend, and it
is the only way that effective legislation can
be passed with regard to such combinations
as the Brisbans Tramways Company, for
instance. There is a case now pending be-
fore the Arbitration Court, and consequently
I do not intend to make any remarks that
could possibly be construed as having any bear-
ing upon that particular case, but I desire
to refer to some exhibits that have bsen put
in, as far as they relate to the présent (o-
vernment and its attitude to unionists. They
are quite a revelation to me. I said through-
out the last election campalgn, and hon.
members on this side have been continually
saying, that the Government were the cause
of the sirike—that the Government stood
behind the Brisbane Tramways Company
when opposition was made to the registra-
tion of the Employees’ Association. When
public money was spent, we said it was
proof that the Government was opposed to
industrial unionism, opposed to the men
that I may class as the army to defend the

rights of wprk‘men, because that.is only
through unionism—through the advance
guard—that the interests of all other

workers can be protected.
OpposiTION MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. RYAN: I am obliged to the hon.
member for Maranoa for putting the sug-
gestion to me in that form. I do not know
of any more apt way of putting the position
that unionists occupy. They are the advance
guard—they are the army that protect the
workers of Queensland. They protect those
who are not in the union as well as those
who are in the union.

OprosiTIoN MeMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. RYAN: We contended during the
last election that the Government were op-
posed to that advance guard—opposed to
industrial unionism, which was the only safe-
guard and protection of the workers gene-
rally. We were told during the election
campaign and on the Address in Reply that

HMr. Rya/n»}
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that was all moonshine, that it was an argu-
ment that I and other members on this side
had worked up, and that there was no
foundation for it, although we had the actual
evidence that the taxpayers’ money was spent
to opposc the registration of that union in
Melbourne.. But now 1 se¢ from extracts
from certain coxhibits before the Common-
wealth Arbitration Court—I understand that
-they were in communication with Mr.
Badggr, who at the time was awav in
America—I have here some oxtracts from
g\zrr(\wé)onn}q\mm \thiﬁh took place between
Mr. Stephens of the Tramwavs

and Mr. Badger. ¥s Company

The PREMIER: What is the date?

Mr. RYAN: The 23rd November, 1910. I
am getting back to the foundation of this
matter, and I am going to show that the
Government were much more mixed up in
it than they have cver admitted, even to
this day. On the 23rd November Mr. Ste.
phens wrote to Mr. Badger a letter, in which
he said—

“ We have consulted Mr. Thynne before
cabling, .but he could only advise thas
we continue to use our efforts to use
the men who were loyal against those
who were not.”

“To use the men who were loyal against those
who were not,” in order to prevent the for-
mation of a union—to use the loyalists against
those who desired to belong “to a union.
That was Mr. Thynne’s advice to the com-
pany. Then, on the 22nd of December, Mr.
Badger wired to Mr. Stephens
“If you cannoi defeat Tramways Em-
ployees’ Federation, what do you think,

to advise all concerned against partici-
pation than withhold great opposition.”>

To that cable Mr. Stephens replied on 23rd
December—
“ Already worked as you suggest.
Large number of men have joined Tram-
ways HEmployees’” Federation branch.”

Later on, 27th December, Mr.
cabled to Mr. Badger:
“What do you recommend if it is de-
manded that we must acknowledge Tram-
way Employees’ Federation, or must
compel opposition to join?”

Stephens

To this Mr. Badger replied on the 29th
December, 1910—
“Do mnot, under any circumstances,

bring’ influence to bear upon opposition
to_join. Can you explain in what way
acknowledgment demanded?  What 1s
the object? Consult Mr. Thynne. Xf
you think it advisable, Mr. Kidston—
Home Secretary. What do you recomn-
mend? What do they propose to da?
Staff refuse to hurry.”

There, you sce. Mr. Badger actually cabling
from America to Mr. Stephens to see M,
Kidston, the Home Secretary; and yet we
were told that there was no communication
between the Government and the company,
that there was no privity on the part of thie
Government to the action of the Tramwaxws
Company in this matter—that they wewe
simply protecting a number of the men. Bt
those cables let out the whol: thing, show
that the secretary was advised to use thie
loyalists against those who wished to forwm
a union, and that they not only used thie
loyalists in that matter, but got the assist.
ance of the Government. Mr. Thynne, @s
the company’s legal adviser, was entitled %o

[Mr. Byan.

[ASSEMBLY.}

. Company.

Supply.

advise them to take what course of actiom
he thought desirable, and I have no fault to
find with him for giving such advice; but I
object to Mr. Kidston, or the Home Secre-
tary, acting in the interests of the company
as they did, and the Government then telling
the people of Queensland that the Government
were not behind the Brisbane Tramways
I say that they have always been
behind the Brisbane Tramways Company.
These remarks are pertinent to the question
of the referendum which will shortly be placed
before the people of Queensland, and I desire
to point out that unless the people of Queens-
land are prepared to hand over the neces-
sary power to the Commonwealth, this sort
of thing will continue. It is for the people
of Qucensland to see that it is not allowed
to continue. I have now finished with the
subject with which I was dealing when an
extension of time was granted to me, and I
shall not further encroach on the privilege
accorded me.
Oppositron Memsers: Hear, hear!

The PREMIER: I was quite willing that
the hon. the leader of the Opposition should
have an extension of time, because I hoped
that before he resumed his seat he would
really deal with the question before the
Committee—the Financial Statement. Dur-
ing the courss of his remarks he dealt in
a diffuse manner with several matters re-
ferred to in the Statement, but as regards
the actual finances of the State he has
favoured us with only one or two expres-
sions of opinion; and before the hon. mem-
ber finished his utterance he really gave a
denial to the charges which he brought
against the Government at the outset of his
speech. The hon. member sturted by expres-
sing his amazement at the increased amount
of loan expenditure. The schedule showsin
what way that increased amount was expended
—namely, on railways. Before the hon. member
resumed his seat, in spite of his criticism of
the increase in the loan expenditure, he
tried to stir up a feeling of dissatisfaction
among hon. members sitting on the right of
the Chairman by complaining that the Go-
vernment are not proceeding to spend money
at a more expeditious rate. The statement
made by me earlier in the session was a
clear, honest staiement, and it is being car-
ried out; and the policy indicated in that
statement will not delay for one hour the
completion of the lines which have been
passed by Parliament. The hon. member
drew attention to the fact thatinthe North-
west some preliminary steps are being made
to extend the lines from Cloncurry, and
from that he concludes that we are acting
dishonourably with regard to ~other lines
which are not yst commenced. But the Rail-
way Commissioner is quite clear as to his
course of action; he has set out to reach a
certain point on the Malbon-Duchess line.
Then he will utilise the men and the ma-
terial which has been collected for commenc-
ing another line in the swme neighbourhood.
Would the hon. member have us transfer
the mwen and plant and cash available to the
construction of the line known as the via
recta ?

Mr. Ryan: I say you are breaking faith.

The PREMIER: I am not breaking faith
one iota, and I shall prove that before I Te-
sume my seat. 'The course of action laid
down in the statement I previcusly made
was a perfectly honest course; we invited
the attention of the country to i, and it
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has received the endorsement of the country.
With regard to the construction of the Mal-
bon-Duchess extension towards Sulieman
Creek, the completion of that section of the
railway will enable the Commissioner to con-
trol the traffic in that neighbourhood and
work it at a profit. The line is being con-
structed to a point at which it can be utilised
at-a profit. If it should come to a question
of dealing with agricultural railways at the
cost of the far Western lines, then I know
what attitude I shall take up; but we have
mapped out a course of action in which we
propose to take certain lines to given points.
For instance, the Commissioner, in his
memorandum to me on this subject, indicated
that he proposed to carry the Dawson Val-
ley line to Dundee. I knew where he was
going to perfectly well, and I knew what
was in his imind with regard to the Nlal-
bon-Duchess Railway. It would be g
grossly unfair thing to transfer men from
the North-west to the South. I am anxious
to deal fairly with all parts of the State, and
with all primary industries. But apparently
the leader of the Opposition thinks that
members of this side of the House are foolish
enough to be disturbed by his paltry paro-
chialism.
Mr. RyanN: You are breaking faith.

The PREMIER: I repeat that I am not
breaking faith. I wish just now to show the
hon. member and the Committee how much
money has been spent on railways in what is
known as the Darling Downs district during
the last four years.

Mr. Grpies: What about the North? .

The PREMIER: I am afraid I cannot
deal with all these matters at one and the
same time. The leader of the Opposition
said, “ Why do not the Government go on
with the construction of these other rail-
ways?”’ The answer is that we cannot do
everything at once. The hon. member blames
us for spending too much loan money, and
then says, ““ Why don’t you spend more in
the agricultural districts? ”

Mr. RyaN: I did not say that. I said you
had broken your promise.

The PREMIER: I have not broken my
promise, and the Committee know that per-
fectly well. With regard to the treatment
of theagricultural districts, the hon. member
reminded the Committee that when the big
railway construction scheme was laid down
the Government said the agricultural districts
would not suffer. Nor will they. (Hear,
hear!) If the money market becomes
tighter and tighter, less money will probably
be spent in the far Western districts than
on development lines in the coastal districts.
How have the Darling Downs been treated
during the past four years? There has been

spent during that period no less than
£1,145812, or, including rolling-stock,
£1,202,191. At present, there

[5 pm.] are some lines under construc-

tion on the Darling Downs—the

lines to Dirrabandi and Juandah, and the

line from Oakey to Cooyar. And there are

two lines passed for the Darling Downs that

have not been commenced—the line to Mount
Ruswll and the line to Jondowaie.

Mr. O’SvLLivan: To what date?

The PREMIER: To 30th June, 1912, At
the earliest opportunity these lines will be
proceeded with.

Mr. Ryan: Too funny!
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The PREMIER : There is nothing funny
about it.
Mr. Ryan: What

remarks at Jondawaie?

The PREMIER: Mr. Vowles can speak
for himself. The hon. gentleman chose to
read what pleased him; if he had read the
full account he would have seen that Mr.
Vowles discussed the matter perfectly
frankly, pointing out that people mlscon-
strued the statement; that we should not
wait until lines are profit-earning, but that
as soon as some of the lines in course of con-
struction are completed, we will transfer the
men to other lines. I do not proposetc follow
the hon. gentleman in his discursive remarks
about mining and agriculture. There is a
proper time to discuss those matters; and
we will discuss them at the proper time.
There are important matters of finance be-
fore the Committee now, and it is right that
they should be dealt with in as frank
manner as possible. The hon. gentleman
says the Treasurer’s Statement is volumin-
ous. It is voluminous, and full of interest.
There is the amplest information disclosed
in it; and let me tell the hon. gentleman
that it is a perfectly candid revelation of
the finances, as to both revenue and loan. As
to the closing of the year’s transactions, noth-
ing new has taken place in the last two or
three years. I think it is eight years since,
in the month of June, the commitments of
June were anticipated by payment. Suppose
during one financial year we vary our pro-
cedure then our finance is not honest.

Mr. THEODORE: Do you say the Govern-
ment has not been dishenest?

The PREMIER : If it is dishonest to an-
ticipate payment, you may call it so. I
think the hon. gentleman in his own private
affairs—at any rate, as far as I am con-
cerned, I would consider it a joy to be
in the position of being able to anticipatc
payments. But the first anticipation having
been made——

Mr. Ryan: By you?

The PREMIER: By the Treasurer. That
having been made, 1t is perfectly correct
year after year that the same thing should
be done; else a false condition would be
set up.

Mr. Huwmer: Can you tell us when you '
will stop?

The PREMIER:
drums.

Mr. Ryan: You do not accept the sug-
gestion of the Auditor-General?

The PREMIER: According to the Audib
Act, accounts are closed on the 33th June.

Mr. Ryan: He suggested an amendment
of the Audit Act; you will not accept thab
suggestion.

The PREMIER: I do not think there is
anything in it. The Hon. thc Treasurer is
doing what any commercia! house dses.

Mr. ForsyrHE: It is the right thing to do
in any case.

The PREMIER: Absolutely so. What
puzzles me is that the thing went on so
many years, and suddenly the Auditor-
General woke up. What called his attention
to it was the £70,000 special item in rela-
tion to the University. The hon. gentloman
referred to the loan juestion, and seemed

Hon. D. F. Denham.)

about Mr. Vowles's

I cannot answer conun-
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perturbed as to the commitments for the
ensuing year. He referred to the £600,000
Treasury bills falling due on the 31st Decem-
ber; but, as was remarked by the hon. mem-
ber for Murrumba, he made no reference to
the £1,500,000 of loan money falling due
about the same time.

Mr. Forsyra: He missed it altogether.

The PREMIER: Yes; but we did not
miss it; we know what we are going to
do. With regard to the £600,000, we have
overy hope that present holders, or their
friends, will be only too glad to take up
our scrip for that amount.

Mr. RyaN: Why raise the interest if they
are already applying?

The PREMIER: I will deal with the
question of interest, and how money has
appreciated during the last twelve months.
You can only deal with money as with any
other commodity; it has its price, and so
you must pay for it. If banks of issue are
giving 4% per cent. on two years loans, it
is probable that persons who have money to
invest, instead of taking up our Treasury
bills at 33 per cent., would take advantage
of the increased rate and loan to the banks;
whereas, if we offer 4 per cent., they will
probably prefer a Government security. But
in Australia we have been used to low-price
money for a long time; and the question is
mow soon we are to realise that the money
market has appreciated. Take the period of
our last loan, on the 12th July. The Stock
Exchange quotations on 10th July were, for
British cousols, 2! per cent., 755; India,
35 per cent., 91%; Canada, 3} per cent., 94%;
New South Wales, 34 per cent., 34; Queens-
land, 3% per cent., 933%. But, when we turn
to foreign stocks, we find that the stock
of such a place as the Argentine has very
much appreciated in recent years, because
of the stability and security which have
entered into their arrangements of govern-
ment. They are paying 5 per cent. for
their money; and their securities at 5§ per
cent. axe worth 104. Chili is paying 5 per
cent; Japan, 4 per cent.; Russia, 5 per
cent.; and it remains to be seen how soon
we in Australia will have to face a higher
money market.

My. HUNTER:
cost ?

The PREMIER: The last loan, 3% per
cent. stock, which will be retired in 1840-60,
was issued at 96, less 11s. 6d. accrued interest
from the 1st July to dates of instalments; so
that the net price to the public was £95
8s. 6d.; and 1t will yield to the investor
£3 8s. 7d. per cent. The cost to the Govern-
ment—interest and redemption, say 1960—
will be £3 19s. 5d. per cent. per annum.

Mr. O’Surnivan: What did we actually
net from the last loan?

The PREMIER: After paying all charges
I think, speaking from memory, it was some-
where in the neighbourhood of £93 10s. Our
railway policy, and every other policy, must
be controlled and governed by the loan
market. Unfortunately, the market con-
tinues to harden, and, so far as one can see,
there is no indication of it weakening. One
has not to lock very far to see why
it is appreciating. The great Powers of the
world are spending large sums of money in

[Hon. D, F. Denham.
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the construction of warships, and thus divert-
ing money from industrial purposes into the
construction of engines of destruction. In-
dustrial enferprises and activities are par-
ticularly acute just now, and men are finding
investments in other than those directions
which used formerly to be looked on as a
secure kind of stock, such as consols and
foreign investments. Then the activity .in
production the world over has called for the
building of ships, and vast sums of money are
now being spent in laying down more keels
to carry the merchandise of the world. Then
the higher price of the raw material and the
higher prices charged for labour all involve
the use of large sums of money. The awaken-
ing of China is another factor. 8She wants
£10,000,000, and the money-lenders are
squabbling amongst themselves as to who
shall have a share in it at 5 per cent. We
have also got South America and South
Africa on the loan market, and Japan is
there, too. C(anada, which is a place that is
often spoken of as not being a borrower,
is also on the loan market. It is said that
Canada is not a borrower, merely because the
bulk of her development work, such as rail-
way construction, is being done by private
enterprise; yet Canada has been an
enormously larger user of the world’s money
than has the whole of Australasia, which, of
course, includes New Zealand. From the
“Round Table” for March we learn that
the British money invested in Australia in
1896 was £323,000,000, and the amount in-
veibed in 1910 was £395,000,000. The amount
of British money invested in Canada in 1896
was £140,000,000, and the amount invested in
1910 was £365,000,000. Thus, the amount
invested in Australia increased in the fourteen
yvears by £72,000,000, while the amount in-
vested in Canada increased during the same
period by £225,000,000. Now, we are often
Ied to think that Canada does not go on the
money market at all, yet we see that she has
borrowed more than Australia within that
period. The difference between Australia
and Canada is this: that whereas in Aus-
tralia, so far as public borrowing is con-
cerned, the loans are for the benefit of the
community, while in Canada, so far as the
borrowings are concerned, they are largely
for the interests of the individual. Our rail-
ways and harbours constitute the biggest
amount of our loan money, and they are
State properties, and for the benefit of the
whole State. Hon. gentlemen opposite refer
to an era of {rusts in Australia, but that era
will never dawn in Awustralia so long as
the State has the control of the railways.
There is another cause for the appreciation
of money. There are a large number of
people in the old land who are accustomed
to get their livelihood from investments in
consols and foreign stocks, which includes, as
they term it, colonial stocks. At the present
time, these people are compelled to look for
other sources of investment in order to geb
a larger interest return owing more particu-
larly to the heavy taxation of recent years
brought about by succeeding Chancellors of
the Exchequer of the old land. Consequently,
people who formerly were content with their
investments in Governmental stocks now find
the returns insufficient for their requirements,
and they are looking to industrialism and
other sources of investment. The question
is: Will Australia and the other British
Dominions be satisfied to use large amounts
of loan money at the increased rate? Can
we afford to use it?—that is the question.
Can we afford to pay a higher price for the
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money? We have got used to cheap money,
and we do not like to have fo pay a dearer
prics for our money. But depend upon it if
the market continues as stringent as it s
now we will either have to meet the altered
conditions or else curtail our expenditure on
public affairs. There is another thing which
mnfluences the market materially. Reference
was made to it by the hon. member for
Murrumba in his specch some weeks ago
when he stated that the balance of trade
bad an influence on it. That is a very im-
portant question. This Committee should
get a purview of the money market in de-
termining how fast or how slow we should go
with our public works. (Hear, hear!) I am
Just trying to point out the influences which
are at_work in mfluencing the money markets
and I have a quotation here from tho
Melbourne Argus, which I will give to show
how they do work—

“ The gross trade of Australia for the
twelve months ended 30th June, 1912
may be estimated, subject to later re.
vision, at  £72,800,000 imports, and
£31,000,000 exports, including on both
sides  gold and  specie as  well as
merchandise.”

Then there is a schedule, which T will not
weary the House with, and it goes on—

“The difference between the two sides
of the account has shrunk considerablv
during the past two seasons. A substan-
tial excess of exports over imports is
required in order to provide for in.
terest and profits on British capital in-
vested in Australia for the remittance of
capital in course of withdrawal, and for
expenditure by Australian visitors to
Europe, and, after making these provi-
stons. 1t 1s evident that an excess of gross
exports amounting to only about
£8,250,000 for the season just ended does
not leave the account in a satisfactory
position.”

I pass over a great deal of it, and then it
goes on—

“But this amount does not represent
the full extent of the reaction ir}: Airsls-
tralian production, as the figures include
wheat and flour shipped during  the
second half of last year from the harvest
reaped at the beginning of 1911. Against
the decrea}se of £1,750,000 in exports of
merchandise there has been a further in.
crease of £8,500,000 in imports of mer-
chandise, which are now larger than four
seasons ago by over £20,000,000, an in-
crease of more than 40 per cent.”

Bo there are influences at work which
apparently go to show that the money marlket
is likely to be tight for some time to come,

do not suppose that the operations of
Queensland on the money market has any
influence, or at any rate very little. Our
operations are so trivial compared with the
enormous amounts that pass through the
money market in the old world. We have
merely to pay the world’s market price.
There is no doubt, however, that we can get
whatever loan moneys we require at %he
market rate. In this balance of trade ques-
tion, to which reference has already been
made, Queensland happily shows out to ad-
vantage, and it is well recognised here in
Australia as well as on the other side that
the prospects for development and invest.
ment are more attractive in Queensland than
in many of the other States. Our railway
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system, for instance, compares much more
favourably with those of Vietoria or South
Australia.

Mr. O’Surrivan: Thanks very much to
our natural advantages.

The PREMIER: To some degree that is
true, but in that we have no greater advan-
tage than New South Wales, and the trade
of New South Wales all gravitates to the cne
contre. It is the same in Viectoria and South
Australia. Happily Queensland has taken
advantage of her geographical situation and
has a number of railway systems terminat-
ing at the coast. Qucensland is to-day what
she is largely because of her railway system
and largely because of her ports. Apart
from the clement of rain—and nehody can
discount that factor—the greatest factor in
our prosperity is our railways. If it be con-
sidered desirable to slow down, then we can
do so, but we are working to a plan. My
object in making that statement some weeks
ago to the House was to call attention to
this: Instead of going on to a new line, we
thought it best to put as many men as possible
on to those lines in course of completion so
that they could be brought into profit more
quickly. To construct eighteen lines woe
siiould have required the services of 7,000
men. We have only 3,500, and, therefore, if
we can bring the number of our lines down
to nine we can be working at a higher de-
gree of economy. With regard to the kind
admonition of the leader oi the Opposition
that the coast should not suffer because of
the West, I would like to satisfy his inquir-
ing mind that in the agricultural districts
the needs of the settlers for railway facilities
will not be sacrificed.

Mr. O’Strurvan: Will you sacrifice Mr.
Kidston’s Great Western scheme?

The PREMIER: It may be necessary that
that should be discussed at fuller length than

can give it this afternoon. (Opposition
laughter.) There are many things in rela-
tion to that scheme which will have to be
considered before it is consummated. At any
rate, we should be satisfied to go westward
before we commence that north-west section,
linking up the whole. (Opposition laughter.)
At that time it was evident the Government
thought the money market was going to be
so easy as to justify exceptional expendi-
ture. It is all a question whether we
should pay the higher -price. If the money
is too high in price, it may be politic for
us to slow down, but if there be slowing
down in railway construction it will not be
at the cost of agricultural lines, Agricul-
tural lines are not as profitable as the Wes-
tern lines or the Great Northern line—there
is no quesiion about that. It is intercsiing
to turn to the pages of the Financial State-
ment in which we see that the earnings of
the Northern far exceed those of the
Southern. The earnings of the Northern is
£6 9s. per cent. on the capital invested; for
the Central it is £4 18s. 4d., and for the
Southern £3 15s. 6d.

Mr. O’SuLnivax: And yet you are spend-
ing more on the Southern than on the
Northern lines.

The PREMIER : The leader of the Oppo-
sition was crying out because we are not
spending more on the Southern lines.

Mr, O’SuLLivan: A Queen-street Ministry.

Hon. D. F. Denham.]
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The PREMIER: If there was ever a
Ministry that deserved less to be classified
as such it is tho present one. We are looking
at the country outside, and comparatively little
is being spent in the metropolis. It is inter-
esting to note from the tables that cur rail-
ways in 1910 11 gave a profit fo thes State of
not less than £75,000. Last year—that is
v wore a charge to the revenue
That iz a big change. It is
s0od. The Commissioner is
en lines, none of which at the
is carning, but he is charged with
the loan mouey, and, therefore, the general
results suffer. You will notice two statements.
One says th» return on the capital invested
in our railways is £3 95, 11d. per cent., and
the Commsissioner says it is £4 0s. 5d, per
Both are correct, although the sums
are differcrt. The one tells us the earnings
upon the lines opened to traffic, and the
other the earnings upon the money which
the Commissioner has had from the Trea-
surer. We do not get .£1,000,000 when we
borrow £1,000,000, but the Commissioner had
to pay on the full amount.

Mr. Ryan: Did you not get the full
amount from the Commonwealth ?

The PREMIER: Yes; and they will get
it all back, and they have been indebted to
us for a long time to the extent of £1,500,000.
Our railways are a magnificent asset, and
they are worth to-day many more millions
than they cost. There is no shadow of doubt
about that. And it is interesting to look—
when hon. members are talking about the
loan money—and see just exactly how our
loans are invested and how they are turning
out. I will merely content myself by culling
attention to Table K on page 38 of the
tables relating to the Treasurer's Financial
Statement. You are there told that the only
charge upon the revenue with respect to our
loans invested in 191112 was £350,676, and
I would like to draw attention to the fach
that the actual charge on our revenue on
account of loan money is less than 6 per cent.
That is exceedingly satisfactory; and I trust,
as the years go on, that it will become even
less than that.

Mr. Huxter: Table L will tell you some-
thing else.

The PREMIER: Under the loan vote we
have just kept under the amount appropri-
ated for 1911-12. For that year there was
appropriated £3,327,787, and of that we ex-
pended £3,324,248, which is not much of
margin. That is the situation with regard
to our loan money; but I would like to
direct the attention to the House to a few
items in relation to our revenue as woll.
The Treasurer tells us that the smount we
actually received from the Commonwealth
lagt year was £757,087, and that next year
he aunticipates receiving £790,452. This sum
is absorbed, and more than absorbed, by
two items of payment—viz, schools and
charities. It is well that the country should
realise that the amount which we now re-
ceive from the Commonwealth is not suffi-
cient to cover what we are spending on
education and on our hospitals and chari-
ties. The items for the Department of Pub-
lic Instruction total :£493,768; then there is
£7,500 for grammar schools, £10,000 for the
University, £40,000 for school buildings, and
£12,000 for technical college building, or a
total on public instruction of £563,268. Hos-
pitals and charities, no less a sum than
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£156,721, and this docs not include the voie
for the hespital for insane, which is no
less o sum than £78,000. On State children
there iz an expenditure for the
[6.30 p.m.] carrent vear of £52,653; in re-
lief of aboriginals, £18,349; Dun-
wich, £27,861; or a total, for what we may
call hospitals and charitics, not including
the hospital for insans, of £255,044. The
two amounts put together tota] £818,312; so
that on public instruction and cham“mex we
spend £28,000 more than we get back frgm
the Commonwealth as our portion of the Hx-
It is well worthy
of note, too, that the Commonw_ealth de-
rived last year from Queensland, in respect
of land taxation, a revenue of £60,000, and,
as far as I can make out, a revenue of
about £160,400, being the excess of the excise
which they received over the bounty they
paid. .
Mr. Lexxon: How much did they lose
through the Post Office?

The PREMIER: I have not looked up
those figures. I would be very, very glad
indeed to have the Post Office back, and
our revenue, and pay all the charges, as we
would then be in a mighty good position.
The demands on the Treasury are increasing
in respect of education and charity, and we
have responded as well as we po.ssﬂoly~ can
to both these regards, but there is a limit,
and for this financial year, at any rate, that
limit has assuredly been reached. I hope,
as each recurring year comes, and with in-
creasing demands for charities and schools,
our population may increase, so that in some
ratio our return from the Commonwealth
will enable us to meet those increasing de-
mands. The revenue from the Commonwealth
is fixed. The Treasurer can very accurately
estimate that.

Mr. Hunter: He was not so successful
with some of the other sources of revenue.

The PREMIER: In what regard?

Mr. HunTer: In connection with the rail-
ways, for instance.

The PREMIER: He was pretty close last
year in regard to the railways.

Mr. TeroDORE: He faked his accounts.

The PREMIER: The hon. member has
made use of an expression which he does
not mean in its fulness.

Mr. Turopore: He certainly faked June
and July accounts.

The PREMIER: No.
Mr. Teropore: Well, he paid in June ac-
counts which should not be paid until July.

The PREMIER: If we did not pursue the
course which was followed last year and
the year before, we would have been acting
dishonestly. That is quite clear.

Mr. TuroDoRE: When did you introduce
i? )

The PREMIER: I should say about eight
years ago, when the era of sul:p!u_ses set 1in,
but I am taking the responsibility of the
two years I have been here.

Mr. Hounter: It was started four years
ago.

The PREMIER: It was started, at any
rate, before 1910-11, and if, in 1911-12 we
had dropped that one month, then we
might have been charged with dishonourable
transactions, because we should have saved
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one month expenditure, but we merely pur-
sued the same course that had been fol-
lowed in previous years. That is correct. I
was remarking, that in respect of the amount
received from the Commonwealth, the Treas-
urer can estimate accurately, but in respect
of income tax and stamps he has greater
difficulty. Hon. members will notice that
he anticipates a lesser sum from income tax
this year than last year, and in that, I
think, he is accurately advised, because the
droughty conditions made it impossible for
such large profits to be earned in the coun-
try as in former years, but the probabilities
are the estimate will be realised.

Mr. HuxHam: Would it not be wise to
reduce expenditure?

The PREMIER :, That is most difficult of
accomplishment. I notice that a leading
newspaper constantly reasserts that the
Treasurer has about £300,000 up his sleeve.
I can assure you that I know nothing of
it, and I can assure you that the Trea-
urer has no knowledge of it either. I wish
he had. All I know 1s that there are several
things that I should like to have done dur-
ing this year; several advantages, in the way
of endowments, to the different parts of the
State which I should like to have included
in the KEstimates this year, but it was be-
cause the revenue did not allow of their
being undertaken that we have not done
80, and they have been postponed. If there
was £300,000 anywhere lurking in the
Treasury, I would have taken advantage
of that amount to have brought ahbout those
improvements in the condition of our State.
As I have said, it is very difficult to fore-
cast stamps. The estimated revenue from
railways is larger than last year's estimate,
but the Commissioner, who submitted the
amount, is still confident that his figures arc
right, and I may say that in the Treasurer’s
estimate he has not included as large a sum
as the Commissioner submitted to him. Our
Estimates have been prepared with the great-
est care, and owing to the Industrial Peace
Bill being on, more time was available for
a close scrutiny and revision, and I can
say that, as far as it is humanely possibly
to know, the Hstimates laid before the House
will be faithfully carried out. I hope that
this year at least, if any items are exceeded,
it will be absolutely unforeseen. All the de-
partments have clear and definite instructions
that they are to live within their vote if, by

any means, it is at all possible. A most
gratifying thing is the increase in land
revenue. 'The leader of the Opposition dealt

with land settlement. We will deal with
that question at the proper time and place,
as time does not permit this afternoon, but
it is perfectly clear that land settlement must
be progressing, because we are getting a
bigger revenue than was received in former
years.
Mr.
enough.

The PREMIER: That is the story wa
have heard year after year, for the last ten
years to my knowledge, and I suppose, if
we remain here for the next ten years, we
will still hear the same story.

Rvax: It is not increasing fast

Mr. RyaN: Oh, no; only until we get over
there.

The PREMIER : And then somebody else
will make the same statement. It is a won-

derfully easy statement to make, but when
we ask hon. members to specialise or to
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mention any particular run or_ holding that
is being held up, there has always been a
full and complete answer in relation thereto.

Mr. Ryan: You are not serious.

The PREMIER: I am serious.

Mr. Ryan: It is patent out West.

The PREMIER: Of course, it is patent
out West. Some people are happy enough
and lucky enough to have large sheep proper-
ties, and others want to share in their pros-
perity, but the present holders are there,
and they have a right to be there, and they
cannot be dispossessed.

Mr. Hounter: You are not exercising all
the rights of the Crown.

The PREMIER: I think my colleague,
the Secretary for Public Lands, is exercis-
ing all his rights. If the hon. member will
let me know where we are slow we will try
to get speed up. I think it is probable, con-
sidering the way in which tho land revenue
has been increasing for the last few years,
that at no very remote period we shall be
happy to see our figures reach £1,000,000.
The rents are improving. Pastoral rents par-
ticularly are improving, and earnings in re-
spect of foreitry are also improving. I have
called sttention to the fact that our taxa-
tion consists muinly of income tax and
stamps. Land revenue is not taxation. We
have, I might say, a considerable land tax
alrcady in connection with our municipali-
ties.

Mr. Hamiron: That is payment for ser-
vices rendered.

The PREMIER: There is also the Com-
monwealth land tax, which was £60,000 for
Queensland last year. But we have to bea:r
in mind that the burden of taxation 1s
carried on by a comparatively small numbet
of our population, and in the framing of
the Estimates Ministers have had a very
anxious time. Some desirable things had to
be turned down in order to avoid resorting
to additional taxation. The hon. gentleman
referred just now to the statement made by
the Treasurer that only those under £400
had had increases with the exception of the
police, and referred to certain individual
cases.

Mr, Ryan: Illustrations.

The PREMIER: When that far distand
day comes of which he is dreamiag, and
often speaks, when he is on this bench, he
will understand that during the currency of
the year certain things occur, For instance,
take Dr. Ellerton, the superintendent of the
hospital for the insane. IHe came to us
under a three years’ agreement, which
matured in March, and in making a new
agreement with him a higher sum was pro-
vided ; but the Treasurer’s Statement is pex-
fectly correct that in relation to officers m
the service on 30th June-—I think my
memory will carry me back as far as March,
I do not think any alterations were made
in those months; but, speaking broadly, all
the officers in the service on 30th June earn-
ing over £400 do not get increases—not
because they do nof deserve it there are
some officers with salaries greater than that
who might worthily receive increases.

An OpposrrioN MemBER: Why was an in-
crease given to the Director of Forests ?

The PREMIER: When that gentleman
came to us he came under contract. Speak-
ing from memory, I think there were two

Hon. D.F. Denhar.]



progressive advances—#£50 in two successive
years. In him we have an officer of the
highest qualifications, and one whom I
appreciate at the salary he is now getting.
I am not going to take up my time with
individual 1tems. It will really do hon.
members more good if, instead of discussing
the items referred to by the Tieasurer, they
will examino the report of the Public Ser-
vies Board and the financial tables, and
they will see much of deep interest to them
there. The members of the public service
in Queensland have been very well served
during recent years.

Mr. Haviron: Some of them.

The PREMIER: I should very much like
to individualise, but I will ask hon. mem-
bers to turn to page 16 of the report of the
Public Service Board for 1911, Appendix B,
and just wmote the increases referred to
there. They are simply incredible to cne
who has no intimate knowledge of the
board. T therefore ask hon. members to
study appendices C and D and then say
whether or not the officers of the public
service in Queensland have beer well
served.

Mr. O’SurLivan: That only proves lFow
low their salaries were previous to thoee
increases.

The PREMIER: I will just quote but
one—ihe officers who were in the service on
Ist January, 1904, and whose salary was
#£70. The same men eight years later
averaged £184, or an inoreased percentage
of 162 per cent., and running through the
whole scale they are all relatively good. In
the next schedule, up to £200, there is an
increase of 64 per cent.; in the next, up to
£300, an increase of 63 per cent.; in the
next, up to £400, an increase of 26 per cent.;
in the next, up to £500, an increase of 22
per cent.; and in the next, £500 to £800,
an increase of 13 per cent.; and over £600,
an increase of 8 per cent. If hon. members
will take appendices C and D, and follow
out the same line of thought, it will show
that at least the officers of the public service
during the past few years have been par-
ticularly well cared for.

The TrEASURER: Hear, hear!
The PRIEMIER: Special consideration
was given to some of the State school
teachers last year, and further considera-
tion is given to many of them this year—
special consideration, apart from the auto-
matic increases—and even now the teachers
of Queensland are not as handsomely paid
as the Government would iike to see them
paid; but during the past two or three
years very marked improvements have been
made, and we can only hope that con-
ditions will admit of still further improve-
ment in their condition.

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear!
The PREMIER: Queensland can rejoice

in a very fine public service, for the most
part efficient, and 1 am happy to say for
the most part thoroughly satisfied, too, and
their remuneration as compared with other
States, except New South Wales perhaps—
their remuneration as compared with the
Commonwealth, and certainly as compared
with the mercantile service, is highly satis-
factory, and we hope to make it still further
attractive by during this session - introducing
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a superannuation scheme which will be made
effective as from the 1st July next of the
financial year 1913-14.

Mr. Hamizrox: I think we will soon have
to have one for members, unless we get a
rise in our salary.

The PREMIER: I am sure it would be a
very popular movement. (Laughter.) That
is my impression, at any rate. It is interest-
ing to notice the large increase made in
immigration last year; it is the biggest in-
crease for twenty-five years—some 13,689 souls.
The amount we have on the Hstimates this
year is very much less than last year’s total
expenditure. It is the same as provided for
last year from rovenue, but there was an
amount of £70,000 from trust account which
was availed of, and then we overdrew In
addition. This year we have only put down
£30,000; we have no longer the trust
account from which to draw, and, so far as
the £30,000 is concerned, it is about suffi-
cient to carry out our contracts with the
shipping companies, and the immigrants
this year are paying more than they did
last year. Under agreement with the other
States the rate was increased; therefo're,
the vote will cover more persons in relation
to the sum expended than it did last year;
and if the revenue is elastic, as the year
Zoes on we can encourage immigration still
more; but as employment now is, and ae
our revenus estimate is framed, I think we are
perfectly justified in, for the present, limiting
expenditure to our contracts. If, however,
there be developments, and the revenue be-
comes in any wise elastic, we can very readily
let ourselves go a little later in the year. 1
am glad to say that information is to hand
that large numbers of people are now pay-
ing their own way to come out to Queens-
land. They find the conditions of employ-
rient and our liberal land policy are such
as to attract them, and I am happy to say
that quite a large number, rat}}er thgm b‘e
delayed as nominated or assisted immi-
grants, are paying their own fare in coming
here. I had hoped the leader of the Oppo-
sition would have congratulated the Govern-
ment upon the amount put down for mining.
1t is not as much as I had hoped, but it is
as big as we can provide out of revenue.

Mr. HamintoN: You said we should have
congratulated you.

The PREMIER: I quite anticipated that
his fairness would have led him to that
extent. However, there are certain flelds
that want some attention—the P.a,lgner, for
instance. My impression is that it is a good
thing to spend a few thousand pounds in
seeing what is in the Palmer, and if there
is nothing there the railway line may as
well be taken up. My impression is thab
there are good things awaiting us 1n the
Palmen.

Mr. THEODORE: It seems to me that you
are spending all the money in_the elec-
torates of hon. members on that side.

The PREMIER: It so happens that the
mining industry has returned members on
this side. (Hear, hear!) We have the hon.
member for Charters Towers on this side,
and the hon. member for Gympie, and in
both those places we propose to use some of
the money. The miners have realised that
this Government are better to themn than
other Governments have been. Anyhow,
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that is the situation, and I am extremely
glad to note the great revival in copper.
The development of Mount Cuthbert is a
big factor in our railway earnings—a big
auxiliary to the Northern, line, and it
has helpad to swell the earnings of that
section. I would like to have « few
minutes on the meat question. The hon,
gentlerzan appeared to fear that I might
shy off the meat question; I can asure him
that I have no idea of shying off the meat
question. A few months ago there was a
commission instituted here, at the insrance
of several gentlemen interested in the cxport
of meat. They affirmed that there were
not encugh meatworks here to handle the
products. The commission was instituted for
the purpose of seeinz how accurate thag
statement was, cand alsc investigating many
other phases of the meat industry. here
has come to establish itself on the Brisbane
River a company which is stated to be from
America, with American money. In my esti-
mation the establishment of meatworks down
there wili add enormously to the profits of
the stockraiser. The stockraiser will have
a bigger market for his stock than he has
ever cnjoyed, and the company can never
contrel or get a grip of the industry in
Queensiznd. The grip they have obtained
of the industry in America is only held by
reason of the control of railways which com-
panics pessess in that country, and no com-
pany can get that grip in Queensland, be-
cause the railways are owned and controlled
by the State. If ever the day comes when
anything of that kind is attempted, the
persoiis who attempt it will be dealt with
promptly and effectively. But they cannot
get their grip upon the neck of the industry
here. What is this company here for?
They are here to provide for the great de-
mands of the United States, which has an
insufficient supply of meat just now. There
is a shortage in the supply of meat in the
TUnited States, and when the Panama Canal
is opened, which will be within three or four
yvears, the American market will be within
twenty-one days’ sail of Australia, and
chilled meat can be taken there to meet the
American demand. These people are evi-
dently after a big American business in this
matter, and the result of their business here
must be to appreciate the value of our stock
many hundreds of thousands of pounds in
the aggregate,

An HoNoURABLE MEMBER : What about the
poor settler?

The PREMIER : The poor seftler will get
thousands of pounds more for his stock than
he would do under other circumstances. I
wish I had half an hour to discuss this
matter, but my time has nearly expired, and
I shall have to wait for another opportunity.
I may, however, add that the more com-
panies there are here to deal with our stock

the more prosperous will be the stockraiser, -

as the value of stock must necessarily ap-
preciate.  The meat companies which are
here have merely operated for four or five
months in the year. This company, with a
capital expenditure of £350,000, must keep
their works going all the year round, and
what will happen? We shall have farmers
in the inside district fattening the stock, and
the men who fatten the steck will get fat
on the business. There is, I am certain,
going to be a marked appreciation in +the
value of our stock, and by this ccmpany
coming here that appreciation of stock will
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probably continue for many years to come.
T contend, and I am not afraid ol saying it,
that it is our business to interest ihe capi-
talists in the development of our resources.
We have to bring capital here, and labour,
too. We are bringing to the country under
our immigration laws men VVhO1 are physi-
eslly strong, and I hope that we shall be able
to bring more than bas been provided for.
All sections of the community are concerned
in a healthy and natural development of the
resources of the State.

An HoxoUraBLE MmMBER: Isn’t your time
nearly expired?

The PREMIER: Perhaps it will be con-
venient to hon, members if 1 occupy the time
till 6 o’clock.

HoNourasLE MemBERS: Hear, hear!

The PREMIER: I say it is our business
to encourage investment, and to induce
capitalists to come to the country. The men
engaged on our railways, the men in the
service of the State, the wharf labourers, the
carters, and all other workers are interested
in seeing our industrial pursuits carried on
with vigour. Canada has been largsly made
the country that it is tp-day by the large in-
flux of money that has gone into that country
to develop its resources; and the United
States largely owes its present position in
the world to the vast amount of hquid funds
is has at its command. We have very great
natural advantages, which must be imple-
mented by the inflow of large amounts of
capital, so that our natural advantages may
be made the highest possible use of. I hope-
the day is not far distant when we shall be

not merely primary producers, but also
socondary producers, and have industrial

pursuits which will be carried on more vigor-
ously than they are now. In a sense, this is
what the meat company which is to be esta-
plished down the river will be doing, because

; o2
- not only will they prepare frozen meat for

export, but ther will prepare tinned meat,
and deal in wool and other products, and be-
come a great industrial concern. For what
purpose do we send our railways into the
West? To enable scttlers to use the land
more fully. We lend money to set.tlers, and
for what purpose? To expedite their success-
ful occupation of the land. We lend certain
moneys to miners and mining companies,
and for what purpose? To encourage
further prospecting. We advance moneys to
workmen, and we do this for the purpose of
cnabling them to get healthier homes and to-
make their lives happler. You cannot im-
prove one section of the community without
other sections experiencing a reflex bemefit.
As it is with the human body so it is with
the body politic; if one part suffers the rest
suffers; if the parts be healthy then the whole
will be healthy, No craven-hearted man
ever discovered a new continent, and no
lover of ease ever tackled a scrub or pene-
trated into the Western plains; and no- Go-
vernment is worthy of its name which shrinks
from developing tge resources of the country.

Mr. Ryax: Or break its pledges to the
electors.

The PREMIER: This Government have:
not broken their pledges to t}_le electors, but
are honestly carrying out their pledges, and
in the coming days 1t will be recognised by
the people that we have carried out our
pledges in a way which is for their interest
and benefit. Our finances are perfectly sound
in every possible way. It must be gratifying-

"Hon.D.F. Denham.’
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io the Committee and to the community to
know that the leader of the Opposition has
in no way impugned our finances. The hon.
member has spoken on behalf of his party,
and he has no fault to find with the finances
of the State. The finances are sound, the
country is prosperous, and the people are
contented, and am certain that in the
future Queensland will rival in these respects
any part «f the King’s dominions.

Mr. THEODORE (Chillagoe) : During the
hon. gentleman’s very excited remarks re.
garding the proposed operation of the
American meat trust in Queensland, he
entirely overlooked the interest of the con-
sumer. The hon. gentleman seemed to be
highly delighted that a meat trust is coming
here, evidently to exploit someone.

The PrEMier: I did not say so. I said
they would be a benefit to the producer.

Mr. THEODORE: There could be only
one inference drawn from the hon. gentle-
man’s remarks, and that is that he was de.
lighted that an outside company should have
the opportunity of exploiting the country,
and that he had no regard for the ocomn.
sumer in the matter. The export meat trade
operations of the trust in America has been
this company, but what benefit will the local
consumer derive from their operations? This
will lead to putting up the price to the con-
gentleman.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURR: The
local consumer benefits if the general com-
munity benefits,

Mr, THEODORE : Docs the local consumer
benefit by the operations of an exploiting
meat trust? I am surprised that
{7 p.m.] the hon. gentleman did not show
some anxiety in connection with
the commencement of operations in Queens-
land of that beef trust. The result of the
operations of the trust in America bas been
to raise the retailed price to 13d. per lb. and
upwards, and I consider that we should not
welcome the introduction of anything that
will lead to putting up the price to the con-
sumer in Queensland.
The PrEMIER: Hear, hear !

Mr. THEODORE : That, however, is by
the way. In connection with the financial
policy of the Government, T must express my
surprise that they have not shown some
desire to meet the recommendation of the
Auditor-General regarding the practice that
was recently introduced in connection with
our public® finances of paying July acecounts
in June. -

The TREASURER: We have never done that.

Mr. THEODORE: What happens is that
the commitments for the previous year which
otherwise would be paid in "July are
gathered in and paid in June.

The TREASURER: The true business

principle is to pay what has acerued for the
particular month,

Mr. THEODORE: It is a principle that
has only recently been recognised by the Go-
vernment, as 1s clearly shown by the Auditor-
Genqral on page 2 of his last report. Ac-
cording to a table he gives in his report this
innovation was introduced in 1910 for the
first time.

The TREASURER: Was he not referring to
the amount of £70,000, which was earmarked
for the University ?

Mr. THEODORE : He was referring in a
general way to the question of paying bills
usually presented for payment in July, and

[Hon.D. F. Denham.‘
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gathering them in and paying them in June,
evidently for the purpose of avoiding the
necessity of paying a large amount, which
would in that case be surplus revenue, into
the public debt reduction fund. He makes
this statement— )
“The following shows the expenditure
for the month of July in each of the past
four years, illustrating the_effect of the
anticipatory expenditure during 1909-10
and 1910-11:—

i !
Accournt 01d ¢ Accouat New'

¥ tal.
Juls. Year. ,  Year. | Tota
— ‘ |
£ 8. d: £ s d £ s, d.
1908 .. {171,661 11 4} 84,061 16 51 25(,7:‘3 7 8
1809...1 187,407 19 ﬁ] 81,051 ¢ 3| 26‘!,4{38 19 9
1810...{ 77,617 4 9,150,763 10 4i 226},2&29 15 1
1911...1 89,710 7 4135662 19 7[ 225,373 6 11
|
The amount of the account for each
month in each of these cases is within

£20,000 or £30,000 of each other; but, be-
cause of the juggling with the finances during
1910-11, it is made to appear that the amount
for July account old year is £77,517, and in
the account new year £150,000. Tl:le only
reason that can be given for adopting the
practice is not the reason given by interjec-
tion by the Treasurer, that it is the ordinary
business way, but it is_an attempt to escape
the obligation of the Government regarding
the public debt reduction fund. They are
using these surpluses as ordinary revenue,
and introducing a practice in order that later
on when faced with a lean year they may
pay only eleven months accounts, and present
to the public a wrong financial position,
Because the Auditor-General sees some evil
in this, he has recommended that a departure
should be made from the practice; and I
want to know why the Government has not
seen fit to carry out his recommendation. I
maintain that any Government in power
should carry out faithfully the recommenda-
tions made by that officer. The newspapers
haye commented on the position that this
evidently is a desire to fool the public.
When the first small surplus of a few
thousand pounds was presented, .-the Govern-
ment could have presented a surplus of over
£200,000, but the amount would have gone
towards the reduction of the public debt. By
the practice introduced by the Government,
however, they escaped the obligation. Next
vear, if they are faced with a declining
revenue, and find that their estimate is not
likely to be fulfilled, they can pay the
accounts for eleven months, and defer pay-
ment of the twelfth month, and present
another faked balance-sheet. )

Mr. ForsyTH: I do not think they will do
if.

Mr. THEODORE: Do you mean that you
do not think there will be any necessity?

Mr. Forsyra: I do not mean that,

Mr. THEODORE: Why do you think they
will not do it?

Mr, ForsyTH: It would be most unjust and
unfair.

Mr. THEODORE : Why do you think they
introduced the recent practice? .

Mzr. ForsyTa: I think the previous practice
was wrong.

Mr. THEODORE : .Other States do it.

Mr. ForsyrH: I do not agree with other
States. i

The TREASURER: It is the proper business
practice.



Supply.

Mr. THEODORE: I cannot accept that
statement. Members of Parliament must rely
on the authority of the Auditor-General re-
garding these things. The Auditor-General
hag referred to this matter on more than one
occasion; on the last occasion he referred to
1t in rather strong terms, and recommended
the abandonment of the practice. The
Auditor-General was perturbed over the
matter, and after considerable trouble he
found there was nothing to which he could
take exception as being illegal, but he re-
commended that the practice to which I have
referred should be no longer continued. The,
hon. member for Murrumba’s assertion that
an alteration is unnecessary cannot be ac-
cepted, and it is evident that the hon. gen-
tleman is endeavouring to apologise for the
Government in this matter.

The TREASURER: A  business man who
makes up a balance-sheet in the way you
suggest would be doing a highly improper
thing.

Mr. THEODORE: Is not the
General a business man?

The TREASURER: I do not say anything
about that.
~ Mr. THEODORE: That is what the
Treasurer means. He does not give a hang
for the recommendations of the Auditor.
General. It is just the same as men who
are careless of their duties to their masters,
and they do not give a hang for auditors.
They would rather not have auditors at all.

Mr. Forsyri: You suggest that, if there
is a lean year, the payments for June will
be held back next year.

Mr. THECDORE: That is what will be
done by this Government.

Mr. ForsyTH: They cannot do that.

Mr. THEGCDORE: Instead of paying a
large amount into the public debt reduction
fund, all this revenue had been expended,
and when a lean year comes along they will
balance their books by discharging to the
next year certain obligations which should
be met this vear.

The TreEasURER: If you had any know-
ledge of business you would not talk on
those lines at all.

Mr. THEODORE: Our knowledge of
business on these matters must be guided
by the Auditor-General. He is the highest
authority on our public accounts. He is
an officer of Parliament, and he is the one
man who has full access to all the public
aceounts, and he has full authority to investi-
gate them.

Mr. G. P. Bar~nes: So long as they do
not leave out any payments, we have no
reason to complain.

Mr. THECDORE: I should have no rea-
son for complaint at all if the Government
followed the practice which they have been
following for years. It was only started
when the Government were met with the
necessity of paying towards the reduction
of the public debt a large sum of money.
If hon. gentlemen opposite were not satis-
fied that the practice adopted in Queens-
land for so many years was the correct one,
they could have easily met that difficulty by
introducing a new Audit Act, and by mak-
ing special arrangements for the introduc-
tion of a new practice regarding these
things. Neither the Premier nor the Treas-
urer, in the Financial Statement, made any
important reference to the question of meet-

Auditor-
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ing our present public debt by providing
for an adequate sinking fund to pay for our
loans.

Mr. FORSYTH:
provided.

Mr. THEODORZE : I know there is a sink-
ing fund provided for the £0,900,000 loan
passed in 1910, but there is a sinking fund
of 10s. per cent. only in connection with
that loan, and I think that that i5 ridicu-
lously inadequate. I conmsider that any sink-
ing fund on loans for works that are not
permanent to be adequate should be of such
a nature as to secure the retirement of the
loan in fifty ycars.

The TREASURER : What are our loan moneys
spent on?

There is a sinking fund

Mr. THEODCRE: Mostly on railways,
but railways are not always permanent
works. (Government laughter.) They knew

in connection with the Cairns Railway that
portion of it fell into the Barron River last
year, and it cost the State £60,000 to put
it in order again.

The Premizr: That line was reconstructed
out of revenue.

The SECRETARY TOR RAILWAYS: It
£80,000. o

Mr. THEODORE: The Secretary for Rail-
ways admits that it cost even more than I
said to put that line in order. Our present
system of railways appears to be permanent
just now, but we can never tell when there
will be an introduction of some invention
which will make scrapiron of all our rail-
ways. The introduction of the mono-rail may
be the means of relegating all our present
railways to the scrapheap. The Minister for
Railways may laugh, but many things have
happened that appeared to be just as impos-
sible as that.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
laughing at all.

Mr. THEODORE : We have spent £26,000,000
on our railways, and if an invention comes
along, and they are turned into scrapiron,
we will find ourselves in the position that
we have made no preparation to reduce the
debt which was incurred in connection - with
the building of those railways.

The SECRETARY FOR Ramways: We have a
redemption provided for our last loan.

M:. THEODORE: Yes, a sinking fund of
10s. per cent., but it is not sufficlent, and
there is mo sinking fund provided for any
previous loans. o

Mr. Fomsyra: Do you want a sinking
fund in connection with previous loans?

Mr. THEODORE : Yes.

Mr. ForsyrH: Where
money?

Mr. THEODORE: That is the same ol’d’.
thing, “ Where will you get the money?
We could build our railways out of revenue
if our taxes were properly adjusted. (Min-
isterial laughter.) Hon. gentlemen laugh.
That is the same guffaw which has met simi-
lar proposals in other Parliaments. If our
taxation was adjusted a little hetter we
would be able to raise sufficient revenue to
carry on the necessary public Workf out of
revenue at the present time. We could
build over 200 miles of railway in a year at
a cost of a little over £1,000,000. The Pre-
mier will admit that 200 miles of railway
would be a fair amount to build each year.

Mr. Theodore]

cost

I waz not

will you get the
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The PrEMIER: We could build 250 miles
for £1,000,000. I admit 250 miles would be
a fair proposition for each year.

Mr. THEODORE: It would suit all our
Tequirements for some time to como. Well,
I consider that £1,000,000 could easily be
raised by a slight adjustment of taxation.

Mr. Forsyri: How would the slight ad-
justment of taxation come in?

Mr. THEODORE: There are plenty of
avenues of taxation. We could have a fairer
adjustment of the income tax, and we could
have scmething in the nature of a land tax.

My, Forsyra: You think that would give
you suificient money ?

Mr. THEODORE: We have had a number
of surpluses, and hon. members will remem.
ber that one year we had a sarplus of nearly
£500.000. There arc plenty of ways by
which the Premier could alter his policy
and inerease his surplus each year.

The Premigr: I wish to goodness T knew
how.

Mr. THEODORE: The Premier is too
afraid of his political friends.

The Premier: I do not want to increase
taxation.

. Mr. THEODORE: You do not want to
imerease  taxation on  your own political
friends.
The Previer: They are the only ones who
are payving it just now.
Mr. THEODORE: Everyone in the coni-
munity is paying because it is being passe.d
imers sre really paving the

on. The c¢on
tax: it is passed on to them.

The PremiER: And you want to add to
their burdens.

Mr. THEODORE: I want to see taxation
so adjusted that the State can get some of
the unearned increments of land values, and
use it as revenue for the State.

Mr. Guyx: You want your political oppo-
nents to pay it.

Mr. THECDORE: Nothing of the kind.
Many of our political friends will have to
pay it. If the Premier adopted the policy
which I have indicated he would be able to
build 250 miles of railway each year.

The PrEmigr: I am dying to know howy
to do it.

Mr. THEODORE: We have increased owr
revenue by £1,000,000 within the last few
Years, and it would not be hard to increase
1t another «£1,000,000. The Minister for
Railways knows that by building railwsys
he enhances the value of private propertys,
and if he got that uncarned increment 1t
would help him to pay for the building of
the railways. .

The SECRETARY FOR RaATLwavs: The people
have to take up the responsibility to the
extent of 3 per cent.

Mr. THEODORTE : That is a responsibility
which they never sought to shirk. It séenms
to me that here is an avenue for greaut
reform regarding our finances. The hora,
gentleman never looked at it in that light
before. Hon. gentlemen opposite cannot get
away from the old borrowing policy. They
always want to go to some other people ang
some other land to borrow money for the
construction of works in our country.

The PrEMIER: Can you tell me any place
where your scheme is'put into operation ?

[Mr. Theodore.
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Mr. THEODORE: There are a great
many good schemes that are not at present
in operation. )

The Premigr: I am just thirsting for in-
formation on the matter.

The TrzasureR: Tell us where your
Labour friends have put it into operation.

Mr. THECDORE: The Commonwealth
Government has put it into operation. They
use revenue for many things that were pre-
viously provided for out of loan money. I
know that hon. members opposite would emu-
late the policy of the Federal Government
in that matter were it not for their own
political friends.

The PreMiER: We do not want fo follow
the Commonwealth.

Mr. THECDORE: The hon. gentleman
would have lwen in an awkward predica-
ment a few months ago had it not been for
the Commonwsalth coming to his assistance.

Mr. Booker: We have heard that before.

Mzr. THEODORE: That is no reason why
you should not hear it again. We find that we
have been confirmed in the opinion that we
then expressed, that the Government were
then in an awkward financial position, and
that they were in the condition of possibly
having to close down all their public works.

The Premier: Not at all.

Mr. THEODORE: In addition to that,
the hon. member had the effrontery to
appear before the electors oﬁ Qucer_xs_land
and say that they were not in a_difficult
position. He said he could get millions at
3 per cent.

The Premier: Who said 3 per cent.?

Mr. THEODORE: His political friends.
The Previzr: Nothing of the sort. .

Mr. THEODORE: The official organ of
the Government—the Courier—was using the
same argument during the election cam-
paign. Lhe fon. the Premier came to North
Queensland, and at the little village of Port
Douglas, where he thought nobody would
notice what he said, he used the argument
again.

The Premier: I never spoke of 3 per cent.

Mr. THEODORIL: You said you would
have no difficulty in getting money at that
rate. Here is what the Cowrier of 19th
April says, and it was using the argument
as it was used at the time by the Govern-
ment and its supporters—

“Taking their cue from the leaders,
many of the socialistic candidates are
talking about the loan moneys presently
due, and asking how they are to be met,
inferring that the Government will be
unable to meet its obligations.

“So far as the leaders are concerned,
this statement may have been made
through ignorance, the only alternative
being that it is a wilful attempt to mis-
lead the electors. . 8o far from
it being something to be dreaded, the
falling due of some of the Queensland
loans would be welcomed at the present
moment, for the amounts would be imme-
diately taken up at a less rate of
interest than that now being paid. For
instance, on the figures mentioned by the
socialist candidates—£14,000,000—4 per
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cent. interest works out at £560,000 per

annum, he loans referred to could

easily be issued at 3 per cent.
{Opposition laughter.)

“It is a well-known fact that financiers
do net care about lending to countries
governed by the socialist element, owing
to the danger of repudiation
and if any money is lent a high rate of
interest is charged on account of the
greater risk, whercas with a stable
Government in power, and one which
abides by the laws of the country, and
sees that they are justly carried out,
without fear or favour to anyone, there
is always eagerness to invest or lend
money, resulting in keener competition
and a low rate of interest.”

The Where is
State ?

Mr. O’SurLrivan: Where is your low rate
of interest now?

Mr. THEODORE: The hon. gentleman
practised in this manner the policy of
deception before the electors of Queensland.
He knew the Government was in financial
difficulties, but he deceived the people by
leading theni to believe there was no such
difficulty.

The PrEMIER: The people were well aware
of the facts.

Mr. THEODORE: They were when the
members of this party placed the facts
before them. It is rather remarkable that
the hon. member in his speech this after-
noon made no reference to the position of
the Government Savings Bank, seeing the
great importance of the subject; and the
Treasurer very casually dismissed the matter
in his Financial Statement.

PRrEMIER : the socialistic

The TreEASURER: The Treasurer seems to
be doing much for your discomfort. You
have been trying to ruin Queensland, and I
am trying to save it. (Opposition laughter.)

Mr. THEODORE: The difficulty with the
hon. gentleman is that he cannot conceive
of a difference between himself and the
country, or between his Government and
the State. Because this party is trying to
find out the defects in the policy of his
Government, he thinks they are trying to
find out defects in the country, which, it is
unnecessary to say, is an entirely different
thing. He says—

“When it is remembered that Savings
Bank funds made available by the pur-
chase of Government security are wholly
expended in and for the benefit of the
State, and are used for railway con-
struction, for the purchase of the estates,
for closer settlement, for loans to
settlers by the Agricultural Bank, and
to aid in the erection of homes under
the Workers’ Dwellings Act, the people
of Queensland should co-operate with
the Government to assist them to retain
this business, and to resist the encroach-
ment of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment,”

Is that not an attempt to deceive the Com-
mittee and the country? What does he
think the Commonwealth Government is
going to do with the money placed at its
disposal? Is it going to expend it, as the
hon. member for Murrumba has suggested,
in a foreign country? Is it going to lend
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it to Italy to finance them in their war
against the Turks? 1 do not think that is
a reasonable suggestion for any member on
the Government side to make. The Com-
monwealth Government could make good use
of this money.
Mr. FORSYTH:
Queensland.

Mr. THEODORE: The Commonwealth
Government made a fair proposition to the
combined States, and those States would
have done well if they had accepiad it.

Mr. FomrsyrH: It is a cruel thing to fry
and take this money away from us.

Mr. THEODORE: There is no suggestion
on the part of the Commonweaith of doing
that at all. With the Commonwealth’s pro-
posal there would probably have beca more
money available for Queensland than there
will be otherwise. The Commonwealth
offered to take the Statesin as shareholders,
and to let the States participate in the man-
agement of the banks, and the Common-
wealth was willing to make loans to the
State Government of 75 per cent. of the de-
posits. It made that proposal.

The PREMIER: And we made the suine.

Mr. THEODORE: It was ridiculous for
the hon. member to make such a proposal
to the Commonwealth Government. The
Commonwealth offered the State 75 per cent.
of the deposits, and that was right enough;
but I do not see why they should have taken
in the State Governments into the iranage-
ment. Why should six different Govern-
ments interfere in the business? As I
have already said, the Commonwealth would
have allowed the States to retain 75 per
cent. for their own purposes, and there is
no doubt 20 out of the other 25 per cent.
would have also been spent in the States.
In fact, the possibilities are that in States
like Queensland, where there is more room
for development, there would have been
more than 25 per cent. spent. Anyhow,
when it comes to the question, let me ask
the hon. member for Murrumba what right
have the States to consult and wrangle with
the Commonwealth regarding the Savings
Bank? Does he not think they should con-
sult the depositors? Are not the depositors
to be considered? And if this Government
had the best interests of the depositors ab
heart, they would allow the managers of
the bank to buy the very best security.

Th: SECRETARY TFOR AGRICULTURE: The
depositors will answer that gquestion them.
gelves.

Mr. THEODORE: It would be much
better from the depositors’ point of view if
the managers were permitted to purchase
the best available security. They could get
more than 8 per cent., and that would be a
perfestly reasonable proposition from the
depositors’ point of view. In all this busi-
ness there has been no regard whatever to
the depositor. There had merely been a
desire to get cheap money.

The PreEumier: There has been no other
desire on the part of the Commonwealth.

Mr. THEODORE: The suggestion that
the Commonwealth is going to spend the
money in foreign countries is puerile, and
had it not been for the political antagonism
of the State to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, the latter would most probably have

Mr. Theodore. ]

We want it spent in
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entered into the agreement suggested by
Mr. Fisher, whereby they would have re-
tained 756 per cent., and the Commonwealth
would have had the other 25 per cent.

The PrREMIER: What we offered was just
as reasonable.

Mr. THEODORE: The hon. gentleman
knew that before he made that offer the
Commonwealth Government had decided to
enter into the banking business, and this is
an essential branch of the banking business.
They cculd not carry out a proper banking
business and allow the States to run one

portion of the business, and the

[7.30 p.m.] Commonwealth another portion

of the business, on the under-
standing merely that they got 25 per cent.
of the funds. It would have been very much
better for Queensland, and I venture to say
there would have been more money avail-
able—there would have been more depositors
—if there had been an amicable arrange-
ment between Queensland and the Federal
Government in this matter. At the present
time there is going to be a war carried out
between the two Governments in this sphere
of action.

Mr. G. P. BARNES:
war?

Mr. THEODORE : The State Government.
GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: No, no!

The PrEmIER: You have a very perverted
view of the case.

Mr. THEODORE: Because the hon. gen-
tleman did not accept the reasonable offer
made to him, he now calls any reasonable
view of the matter a perverted view. The
hon. gentleman cannot view any Common-
wealth activity with any degree of equani-
mity.

The PrREMIER: Quite.

Mr. THEODORE: I suppose the hon.
gentleman admits that the Commonwealth
Government is going to get a great deal
of this Savings Bank business.

The PreEmiEr: I hope not.

Mr. THEODORE: It is no good hoping,
when the hon. gentleman must know that
they are going to get a good part of this
business, and the State Savings Bank will
suffer to a certain «<xtent: perhaps not to
the whole extent of the business that the
Comomnwealth will get, but they will suffer
a loss of more than 25 per cent. of the
present business. That is a reasonable as-
sumption, so that the State after all will
come out to the bad so far as that arrange-~
ment is concerned, and how will they ex-
plain their attitude?

The TREASURER: Can you justify the action
of the Commonwealth Government in saying,
“ You have established your Ssvings DBank,
and now we are going to take it from you,
and repay you less a discount of 25 per
cent ?”’

Mr. THEODORE : If the different States
had done their duty in regard to this ques-
tion of the banking business, the Common-
wealth Government would not have inter-
fered. It is a legitimate sphere of action
for the Commonwealth Government.

The Howme SEcRETARY: It was never con-
ceived originally that they would interfere
in that sphere.

[Mr. Theodore.
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Mr. THEODORE: It was always con-
coived, and as soon as the Commonwealth
Government saw that there was likely to be
opposition to the scheme on the part of the
States, they made a reasonable offer to the
States.

The TrEASTRER: You are trying to keep
up your reputation in this House of at-
tempting to belittle the States as against the
Commonwealth.

Mr. THEODORE : Under the proposals of
the Commonwealth Government, the States
would have benefited, because there would
have been more money available. More
branches would have been opened, and there
would have been a bigger business generally,
and more encouragement to depositors; and,
further than that, they would probably have
offered a better rate of interest than can be
offered by the States. I think, after all, the
depositors in this matter should be con-
sidered. .

The TREASURER: Yes, and we are consider-
ing them, and they recognise that too.

Mr. THEODORE: I am afraid that the
hon. gentleman is wrong. I am afraid he
has some fear in regard to this matter, and
I think the depositors are recognising who
are their friends in that respect.

The Houmz SecrprsRY: They ave.

Mr. THEODORE: I now want to refer
briefly to the railway policy. This 1z 2
matter touched upon by the Premier. It is
very evident that this Government, during
last year and right up to the election, mado
an attempt to curry favour with the electors
regarding their railway policy, and now they
find, having gulled the electors sufficiently
for the time being, they have to put the
true position before the electors, and have
declared that they cannot go on with their
railways. The remarkable thing is that the
electors were so easily gulled in this mat-
ter. They could not see that an increasing
loan expenditure year after yeur could not
go on for ever, and the railway policy, which
was introduced last year, and the railway
Bills which were passed through this House,
were merely attempts to offer a sop to cer-
tain electorates in the Southern districts 1n
order to get their support, and there has
been no reasonable attempt or desire on the
part of the Government to carry oub their
proposals. .

Mr. Macrossan: Were you not in a posi-
tion to point that out?

Mr. THEODORE: That position was
pointed out vigorously in the session before
last, when the wild-cat railways were intro-
duced.

Afr. MacroasaN: Could not you have
pointed out the position to the electors?

Mr. THEODORE: The Government can-
didates were unscrupulous—({Government
laughter)—and they also had the power of
the Press placed atb their disposal, which is
such a good machine by which the electors
can be deceived.

Mr. Ryan: The speech of Mr. Vowles, the
member for Dalby, is a complete answer to
them.

Mr. THEODORE: The attitude recently
taken up by members of that side bears out
how unscrupulous members on that side were
when they went before the electors, regard-
ing the railway policy of the Government;
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promising railways in every district which
they must have known could not be con-
structed, and some of the candidates them-
selves were deceived, as witness the atti-
tude taken up by the hon. member for Dalby.
That hon. member was deceived, and the
member for Warwick and the member ror
Cunningham were also deceived.

Mr. MacrossaN: Do you say the Govern-
ment are spending too much or too little
on railways?

Mr. THEODORE: It has been stated here
time and again, and I say it again, that
because of the financial policy of the Govern-
ment, they are landing themselves in a
financial morass. They have heen spending
increased amounts of loan money year after
year, which they could not keep up, and
which they knew they could not keep up, and
now they have practically closed down all
railway construction. The hon. gentleman
talked about the intention of the Govern-
ment to go on constructing agricultural
lines. That is another attempt to deceive
the Committee. After giving a definite pro-
mise in one case—to my certain knowledge
a definite promise was given by the Minister
for Railways for the construction of one
agrizultural railway——r0

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
that?

Mr. THEODORE: From Tumoulin to
Cedar Creek. That railway is not to be pro-
ceedest with.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
was passed last year.

Mr. THEODORE: The line was passed
last year, and now it is closed down, and
the Government have told the people so,
quite callously, because there are hundreds
of settlers there who spent their all in pre-
paring their selections in anticipation of a
line being built, and who will be entirely
ruined if the line is not constructed. The
statement of the Premier regarding one of
the other railways—the Mount Cuthbert
Railway—was that they could not shift the
plant; because the plant was there they
must go on with that railway. In connec-
tion with the Tuinoulin to Cedar Creek Rail-
way, the plant was there.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
wag not there.

Mr. THEODORE: The plant was there
when the promise was made. The hon.
gentleman knows that more than two years
ago I introduced a deputation representa-
tive of the Northern people, asking for the
construction of this railway. I do not wish
to appear parochial—it is not because it is
in the district I previously represented that
I am speaking on this matter. It is be-
cause it is an agricultural railway, which
should be built, but which is now being
abandoned by the Government because they
see the necessity of offering a political sop
to some of the Southern portions of the
State, and they do not care about the North.

Mr, Fomsyrir: There is £10,000 on the
Estimates for it now.

Mr. THECDORE: I want also to call at-
tention to the enormous increzse in loan
expenditure. There has been practically no
yeferenve made to this by the two hon.
gentlemen on the Ministerial benches wheo

Where was
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have spoken on the Financia] Statement—
the very dangerous increase of loan expendi-
ture in the last year or two. In 1903-4 it
was £603,805.

Mr. G. P. Barxes: It was a shame to the
country it was not more.

Mr. THEODORE: In 19045 it was
£995 466, in 1905-6 it was £297,624, in 1906-7
it was £683,570, in 1907-8 it was £1,033,576,
in 1808-9 it w=as £1,247,621, in 1909-10 it was
£1,486.216, and in 1910-11 it was £1,985,301.
Tn 1911-12—last year—it was £3,324,248. Do
Ministers expect that the people believed
that that rate of loan expenditure couid be
continuad? I know that the hon. member
for Murrumba did not belicve that, because
he warned them that the rate of loan expen-
diture was tzo high, but he must have known
that that rate of loan expenditurc was
carriel on last year in order to make
political capital for his party. This year
we sce a declino—it is £2,000,000 odd on the
Estimates.

Mr. ForsyrH: It was before the elections.

Mr. THEODORE: The hon. member
knows thaf the eclections were looming. I
am not blaming him, T am blaming his want
of perspicacity that he did not realize that
the Government was introducing this policy
merely for political purposes. This year
they propese to cxpend £2,835,250. That
also is an inordinately high rate of expendi-
tare, and it is a rate the? this country can-
not keep up.

The SecRursRY POR RAlLways: Why not?
It is for railway building.

Mr. THEODCRE: The hon. member
knows that it cannot be continued. He knows
that his Treasurer is pretty emphatic upon
that point, and when they tried to get loan
money for works they could not get i, until
they arranged for works which would involve
the expenditure of £3,000,000 in a year,
which 1t not only an insane policy but one
which they cannot carry out, because they
cannot get money at a reasonable rate of
interest to do so. Sooner or later the country
will bo faced with @ serious position regard-
ing the condition of the different industries.

Mr. G. P. BarxEs: You would not go back
to the year 1902 or 1904, would you?

Mr. THEODORE: When this party is on
that side they will adopt a policy which will
not involve an expenditure of £3,000,000 per
annum, and I think there will be no neces-
sity then to complain about the public works
poliey.

The TrEaSURER: You will follow the
examples of your brothers in New South
Wales.

Mr. THEODORE: We certainly will not
follow the policy of the Government in intro-
ducing wild-cat railways in the Western
country, somc of which will not pay for axle-
greass,

Mr. G. P. Barnes: Your party supported
the Kidston Government when thers were no
public works at all.

Mr. Murpuy: The country was stiff then.
(Laughter.)

Mr. THEODORE: I would like to" call
the Treasurer’s attention to what appears to
be a disparity in his table on page 3 of the
Pinancial Statersent, and a somewhat similar
table in the Estimates. The appropriation
in the Chief Secretary’s Department for
1911-12 is given as £133,496, which is £2,927

Mr. Theodore.]
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less than that which is stated under a similar
item in the table to the Hstimates. Of
«course I know that a similar amount appears
as an excess under the item of Treasurer.
The item is exactly that amount less, and
appears on the same table in the Estimates.
There may be some difference betwoen the
Chief Secretary’s and the Treasurer’s Depart-
ments, but it is remarkable that the disparity
does not occur in the tables given in the
Hstimates.  Tnstead of the excess being
£62,000 the excess is resdly £65,021.

The TrEASURER: That is just a book entry.

Mr. THEODORE: This scems a remark-
able excess when the appropriation is only
£133,000. What is the excess due to?

The TREASURER:
tion.

Mr. THEODORE: Probably for the pay-
ment of passage money for immigrants. It
seems to me that before such a great excess
of expenditure is incurred Parliament should
be consulted. Full particulars are not given
a8 to what the excess is due to, but we shall
probably get it in the Auditor-General’s re-
port. I think Parliament should be consulted
before £65,000 is paid for immigration in
one year, over and above what has -been
passed by Parliament, and upon which Par-
liament has never been consulted. There
was a great amount of money spent last
year on immigration. This year there is
going to be a small amount. Tt seems from
the utterances of the Premier that only
£33,000 provided for in the Chief Secretary’s
Hstimates will be spent on immigration.
Last year there was a considerable sum in
addition to that provided by Parliament—
£70,600 loan money and £20,000 out of the
Chief Sesretary’'s” Department—and then
there is this excess of £65,000. That seems
a hugs sum to pay in one year on immigra-
tion, and a large portion of it without con-
sulting Parliament. Xven the hon. member
for Murrumba will not assert that Parlia-
ment had an opportunity of discussing that
item.

Mr. Forsyrr: You have the opportunity
of discussing how it is spent.

Mr. TIIEODORE: There is no informa-
tion in the Financial Statement as to what
that excess is spent for. I do not think the
Governmsnt can justify the policy of spend-
ing over £100,000 on immigration in one
yenr, and spending only £33,000 this year;
or spending any sum on immigration withoub
first consulting” Parliament.

Mr. Fomsyrm: It is £28000 more than
was appropriated, that is all.

Mr. THEODORE: I asked the Treasurcr
how that excess of £62,000 was spent and he
says it was spent on immigration,

Mr. Forsyr: Not in immigration.

The TREASURER: I said probably on immi-
gration.

Mr. THEODORE: The hon. member for
Murrumba, who probably is the real Trea-
surer, says it was spent on immigration.
£65,000 should not be spent on immigration
without consulting Parliament. No doubt
when the hon. member is speaking he will
tell us exactly what has been spent on immi-
gration. The Premier has at last found the
correct policy regarding immigration—the
necessity of making conditions atfractive and
satisfactory enough for workers in this State,
80 as tfo atfract immigrants without the
necessity of paying for their passage. He

[ r. Theodore.
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admits that large numbers of people from
the old country are being attracted to
Queensland, no doubt because of the pros-
perity that Queensland is enjoying in many
of her industries. And that is the policy
which this party entirely concurs in. If we
can make the conditions in Queensland good
for the worker, there will be no necessity to
pay scalp money to get immigrants to come
to Queensland.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Do you
think the workers in England are in a posi-
tion to pay their passages?

Mr. THECDORE: Perhaps they are not,
but large numbers are coming here. There
is no doubt that the payment of scalp money
to get immigrants for this State will not get
us the best class of immigrants—the class who
will remain in Queensland. The Premier
made a passing reference to the mining in-
dustry, and told us that he believes that
money can be spent on the Palmer Gold-
fields with good results. It is only lately that
he has discovered that. The expenditure of
money for deep sinking and prospecting on
the Malbon gold and mineral fields has
been advocated by members on this side of
the House every time the Estimates have
come up for consideration, and it is only
lately that the Premier has decided that he
will spend money on that field. I gather
from speeches made on the Address in Reply,
and from remarks of members which have
been published in the newspapers, that the
Government have undertaken to spend in
Charters Towers and Gympie large sums of
money for deep sinking.

The TREASURER: Hear, hear!

Mr. THREODORE: It seems to me that the
determination to spend money in those places
has resulted from a desire to give a poht}cal
sop to constituencies which return supporters
of the Government. Last year only £8,000
was voted for this purpose, the previous year
the amount voted was only £8,000, and since
1908 the amount has not been greater than
£8,000.

Mr. ForsyTH: It was £10,000 last year.

Mr. THEODORE: I stand corrected.
This year a sum of £20,000 is put down on
the Estimates for the purpose of encouraging
deep sinking in constituencies returning
meinbers who support the Government.

The TrEASURER: You know that is not
correct.

Mr. THEODORE : I know it is correct, be-
cause before the Estimates were submitted to
Parliament the money was allocated to par-
vicular districts, I have made applications
for grants in aid of deep sinking and pros-
becting on certain mining fields in Northern
Queensland, and I have always been told that
until the amount was voted by Parliament
no money would be available for that pur-
pese. This year, before the Estlmates were
introduced, it was stated by certain respon-
sible members that this money will be made
available for the purpose of assisting mining
in Charters Towers_and Gympie. I am ]not
saying anything against assisting those fields.
Gympie is certainly entitled to grants for the
purpose of testing deep ground, and so also
are Charters Towers and other districts. In
this matter of developing the deeper grounds
in our goldfields we could profitably expend
£20,000 each year, but such money should
not be given as a political sop to those dis-
tricts which support the Government.

Mr. Fomsyte: In 1908 the expenditure
was between £8,000 and £8,000.
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Mr. THEODORE: That may be so, but
it does not affect my present contention. I
hope that mining members will not overlook
the necessity for having money made avail-
able for prospecting purposes. The money
which is voted in aid of prospecting is not
merely for equipping prospecting parties, but
is intended to be used for tho development
of shallow ground—{for exploratory work in
shallow ground—and it is found very useful
for that purpose. It also gives a great deal
of encouragement to miners. But recently
the amount voted for this purpose has been
only the small sum of £2,000. This year also
the amount asked for is £2,000. If the
Government recognise that there is a neces-
sity for assisting the mining industry, why
do they not make £10,000 available for that
purpose? Applications for grants from this
vote have been received and approved by the
department before the money is made avail-
able by Parliament. The result of this will
be that during the remainder of the year
there will be coming in from different parts
of the country applications which cannct ba
satisfied. The expenditure of money on deen
sinking and prospecting assists the mining in-
dustry directly, and it is an advantage to the
‘whole State. We could profitably spend £20,000
a year in assisting deep sinking and prospect.
ing. With regard to the question of in-
creases to public servants, the leader of the
Opposition rightly pointed out that the
Treasurer made an inaccurate statement when
he definitely stated that, apart from the mem-
bers of the Police Force, no other public ser-
vant in the receipt of over £400 a year was
given an increase.

The TREASURER: I repeat that.

Mr. THECDORE: The hon. gentleman
himeelf pointed out that health officers in
receipt of a higher salary than £400 have
baen granted increases,

The TREASURER: That was done before the
Estimates were framed.

Mr. THEODORE: These Estimates are
framed for this year, and have to be passed
by Parliament. If the hon. gentleman
thought there was an obligation on the part
of the Government to give increases to cer-
tain officers outside those mentioned, could
he not have stuted that apart from the neces-
sary obligations incurred by the Government
no increases were given to officers who were
in receipt of over £400 per annum? The
increas to the superintendent at Goodna
may be an obligation of that kind.

The TrEASURER: You have already had
‘that explained.

Mr. THEOD( RE: Of course we have had
it explained, bu- the hon. gentleman still per-
sists in denyiz: that increases have been
given to officirs receiving over £400 per
annum. There are numbers of public servants
in receipt of £310 a year who are receiving
increases. This year there are ninety-seven
such officers, and last year there was a great
many more. I do not begrudge an increase
to the ninety-seven officers who are getting
£300 a year or more, because the increased
cost of living has affected public servants
just as it has affected other persons in the
community, and, no doubt, they deserve their
increases. So long as increases are given
each year on the principle of granting in-
creases to all who deserve increases in their
salaries, no matter whether they occupy high
or low positions in the service, that policy
«cannot be cavilled at. - The policy which this
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party objects to is that of giving increases
to the higher-paid servants and neglecting
the low-paid servants.

The bell indicated that the hon. member’s
time had expired.
After a pause,

NMr. HAMILTON (Gregory): Seeing that
members on the other side do nobt seem 1n-
clined to speak, T wish to way a few words
hefore the Statement goes through. —The
Premier told us the Statement was volumin-
ous, candid, and far-reaching. I say 1t is
far-reaching, bLecause the Trea-
surer, in order to draw compari-
sons between the reveaue for this
yvear and other years, went_beck as far as
1902. I say that is a most unfair compari-
son, becauss the year 1902 was the worst year
Queensland ever saw, while last yoar was
one of the best. I am glad to_say that the
Premier has been drawn into giving us some
information as to the railwaz policy of the
Government. With regard to the Great
Western scheme, he gave us to understand
that the Government are going to abandon
that particular line.

A GOVERNKENT MEMEBER:
that statement.

Mr. HAMILTON: It is to be taken from
the specch of the hon. gentleman thab he is
not going to continue the far Western line
for some time to come. I say this Govern-
ment got into power on falsc pretences. Tt
is no use saying they did not go before the
electors and make promises of railways far
and wide. Ther promised railways that
would take over ten yvears to complete. I
think ore member on the other side inter-
jected that at the time thos: proaises of
railways were rade the clections were not
locming. 1 s they were looming at the
time; and Ministers went about promising
railways in all directions; and the Govern-
ment got in under false pretences.

Mr. Booger: Quote a few

Mr. HAMILTON : Jondow X :
it is hung up now. Thé people in that dis-
trict were told Ly the Minister it waz to go
on. The farmers said they were afraid fo
go or with their cultivation beczuss they did
not know they would get the railway. They
gaid they would not purchase farming im-
plements unless they knew the railway was
going to be made.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I tabled the
plans in the House the next day.

Mr. HAMILTON: They purchased their
farming implements; but where is the rail-
way to-day?

Mr. Forsyrr: There is a sum of £10,000
on the HEstimates.

Mr. HAMILTON : What is the use of thab
to the people who purchas:d their imple-
ments? It is only on paper yet. They may
have to wait two or thres years for the rail-

[8p.m.]
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Bir. WiENHOLT: Does not that apply to
everyone alike?

Mr, HAMILTON : The same thing applies
to other cases. They made promises which
they must have known they would not be
able to carry out. As far as the Western
Railway is concerned, the Government have
broken the terms of the Act.

An OpposITioN MemBER: They would break
anything.

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER :
position. .

Mr. Hamslior.]

Break the Op-
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Mr. HAMILTON: The Great Western
Railway Act includes the Western extension.
Mr. Forsyrii: To Camooweal,

Mr. HAMILTON: From Tobermory to
Camooweal, and all other Western exten-
sions—they all come under the heading of
the Great Western scheme. The Act dis-
tinctly states—

“The Commissioner is hereby autho-
rised to prepare the plans and thereupon
forthwith proceed with the construction
of the said railway.”

In section 6, it distinctly states—

“The construction of the CGroat Wes-
tern Railway shall be commenced as
nearty as -may be simuitaneously at
Wallal, Blackall, Winton, and Malbon,
and shall be continued from those places
without interruption until the said rail-
way is completed.”

Can the Government say they are carrying
that out?

The SECRETARY FOR RaiLwavs: You know
the reason why the extension from Winton
has not boen started.

Mr. HAMILTON: I know it has not been
started from Winton. I know the plant and
men have been taken from Sulieman Creek
to Mount Cuthbert for theo construction of
that line, though it would be only a few miles
to complete the extension out to the Sulie-
man. The traffic over the line would justify its
construction. Anyone who knows the country
knows that it is the gate to the Northern
Territory, and if that line is constructed
there will be a very big traffic in cattle
alone. I have nothing whatever to say
against the construction of the Mourt Cuth-
bert line, which is a line that, in my opinion,
will pay, and ought to be built as it goes
toward a gulf port snd is in a very good
mineral district; but I say that men should
not be taken from the Sulieman line unbil
that line is completed. At the last election
my opponent pointed out that if the Go-
vernment continued in office these lines
would be carried out and completed. He
also pointed out that I voted against some
of those lines, which I did. T voted against
the line which the Minister has intimated
he has no intention for some time of going:
on with. I was in favour of the extension of
the Western extensions, and I think it would
be the best policy for the Government to con-
tinue the extension of cur Western lines into
the interior. Looking at the earnings of our
railways, we see that the lines westward
from the coast are our best paying lines.

Mr. BookEr: The further they go the
better they pay.

 Mr. HAMILTON: If it was not for those
lines the Railway Commissioner would not
be able to show such s large amount of
revenue as he has shown for the last fove
yoars,

Mr. MacrossAN: Your deputy leader said
it was a wild-cat scheme.

Mr. HAMILTON: He said that the way
the railway went from Tobermory to Camoo-
weal was a wild-cat scheme, and I say the
same. Ib travels through my electorate for
a good distance, and I know that country
as well as any man in Queensland, and T
say it will be a wild-cat scheme for many
vears to come.

Mr. BOOEER: Mr. Fisher will make the
connection.

[ 7. Hamilton.
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Mr. HAMILTON: If we got a guarantee
from the Commonwealth Government that
they would make the connection from Pine
Creek to Camoowesal, then I would be pre-
pared to take another view of the matter
altogether. )

Mr. Booxer: Common sense would dictate
that.

Mr. HAMILTON : Certainly common sense
would dictate it, but that railway was rushed
through the House without any guarantee
from the Commonwealth Government that
that would be done.

Mr. Bookgr: Mr.
make that connection.

Mr. HAMILTON: If My. Fisher, or any
other Prime Minister who may happen to
be in power, comes forward with a proposal
of that sort, then I am prepared to re-
consider what I said about that scheme,
but as it is at present it is a wild-cat scheme.
What I want to point out is that I do believe
in the railway extensions to the far West, as
by doing that we will conserve the trade of
our interior for our own Queensland ports,
but if we build this railway from Tobermory,
we will not be conserving the trade for our
own ports.

The SEcRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: We are run-
ning West with the lines as fast as we can.

Mr. HAMILTON: But you are not going
fast enough. At the rate you are going at
the present time, some of those railways
will not reach their terminal points in an-
other decade. I think myself that before
the second section of the line from Winton
is gone on with, some notice should
be taken of the petition sent in by the resi-
dents of that district, and that the line
should be carried further north than it is at
the present time. .

The SEcRETARY OB RAILWAYS : To Boulia?

Mr. HAMILTON: I do not say that it
should go to Boulia, because I do not think
that any Government can take into con-
sideration any small town, but I think my-
self it should go close to Boulia, if not to
Boulia, because it would traverse very good
sheep country there. Then the Sulieman ex-
tension should be carried further north. A
large petition has been sent down asking for
the line to_be deviated from Springvale to
Boulia, and that should be complied with as
near as possible. So far as the Statement it-
self is concerned, I think the Government
can congratulate itself on the good seasons
they have had, and on being able to show
a surplus for the year. We know very well
that a few months ago things were_ looking
pretty black in the interior—and it is to the
interior that we have got to look for our
progress—and if those rains had not come
just when they did, the finances of Queens-
land would have been in a precarious con-
dition, and instead of a surplus there would
have been a possible deficit. There are some
things in the Statement which call for passing
notice—and serious passing notice. There
are some items here under the heading of
“Agriculture” that I might refer to. Accord-
ing to your statistics we had an increage of
our population last year through immigra-
tion to the extent of 13,000 or 14,000, at a
cost of £162,000. We are fold that the Go-
vernment are bringing people out to settle
the waste places of the State. We are told
that they are bringing people out to be-
come producers by seftling on the land.

Fisher is anxious to
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We see in the daily Press, almost every time
that immigrants arrive here, that they are
bringing large sums of money with them.
We see different accounts of how much
money these immigrants possess. We will
be told that one man has £200 cash, seven
or eight years’ experience as a farmer, and
that he intends to take up land. Well, un-
der the heading of *“ Agriculture” in the
Treasurer’s Statement, we learn that last
year there were 15,026 acres less under
cultivation than there was in the previous
year. There has also been a large demand
for land, for we see by the Statement that
no less than 6,730,464 acres of land were
selected last year.

The SECRETARY ¥0R RATLWAYS : There was 2
large incrdase in artificial grasses last year.

Mr. HAMILTON: It is quite evident that
a lot of land must be going out of agricul-
ture—it is not being tilled at all, and it
must be put to some other use. Whether
it is going into artificial grasses or not, I
do not know; but it is not profitable for the
State that this sort of thing should con-
tinue. We know that at the present time
many railways which have been built into
some of the richest farming districts of
Queensland are not paying axle-grease.
Some of them are in the Warwick district,
Take the Kiliarney line, for instance. Just
look at the figures there.

Mr. G. P. Bamnes: Look at what we
went through.

Mr. HAMILTON: Look at the Crow's
Nest line, and other lines in that district,
Some of them have not paid one-half per
cent., yot we are told that farming is the
backbone of the country. I think it would
be a very good thing to insist that a cop
tain amount of land should be put under
cultivation. ~ When the amending Land
Act was going through the House, the hon.
member for Maranoa suggested that there
should be a condition attached to every ap.-
plication that was granted, that a certain
amount of land should be put under culti-
vation. It would have been a very good
thing if that had been adopted. We im.-
pose residential and improvement conditions,
and I do not see why we should not make 4
condition that & certain area of land should
be put under cultivation. That is only a
fair thing, especially when we pass large
sums of money every year to build railways
into those districts, because without oQl-
tivation railways into farming districts are
never going to pay. The railways will not
pay if they have only got a few cans of
milk to carry on them.

Mr. Giuuiss: They are guaranteed lines.

Mr. HAMILTON: Yes, but we do not
know bow long that guarantee is going to
last. Mark my word, you will find that in
a fow years’ fime the member who will
not pledge himself to advocate the abolition
of the guarantee principle on the railways
will get short shrift from his electors.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: They are
paying the guarantee now.

Mr. HAMILTON: Yes, I know they are
paying 1t now; but every time they are
called upon to make up the deficiency, they
make & noise about it.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
to pay it all the same.

Mr. B. H. CorsEr: Didn’t you support the
guarantee system?

They have
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Mr. HAMILTON: Yes, I believe in it.
I believe the guarantee system is a good
thing.

Mr. B. H. CorsgEr: You are not a farmer.

Mr. HAMILTON: I do not think that
you are one either. (Laughter.) Last year
they spent £171,000 on agricultural stock,
and we are going back overy year from the
point of view of agriculture. I do notthink
that the farming community appreciate the
money Parliament is voting to assist them
and benefit them. We have establishments
for their benefit all over the State. We
have Gatton College and State farms at
other places all for the purpose of instruct-
ing the farmers in the most up-to-date and
economical methods, yet in spite of all that
money being spent we are not making any
progress at all in agriculture. I think that
a good deal of that money is being thrown
away, and it is not being appreciated. The
Statement shows that the value of all crops
for the year was £3,185,782. Of this sugar
alone amounted to a little over one-third of
the total, so that it shows that, so far as
cereals and other kinds of agricultural pro-
ducts are concerned, the area of land culti-
vated in the State is very small indeed in
comparison with the area of the State and
the area held under selection. As far as
land settlement is concerned, the leader of
this side of the House spoke of the great
demand existing in all our Western coun-
tries for grazing farms, and I can thoroughly
endorse what he has said, notwithstanding
that the Government say they are making
land available as fast as they can. For my
part, I say that they could make double the
quantity available, and that it would be
taken up readily.

The TREASURER:
a record?

Mr. HAMILTON: You may have, bue
still I think you could easily double that
record. I know men who have been trying
for three or four years to draw selections,
and have been unable to do so, and all the
time their funds are becoming depleted. In
this Statement it says that the gross land
revenue is £843,402, and I want to ask the

Have we not established

. Minister how much of it is real revenue?

It says £316,772 wure obtained from
pastoral rents, and we know that that is
real revenue. But the rest is part of the
purchasing price of land that has been and
is being alienated. I do mnot call that
revenue at all. It is a decreasing factor
every year, and the only boné fide revenue
is the money obtained from pastoral leases
or grazing farms. If you put land up for
selection at so much an acre, and the selector
pays so much a year, with the privilege of
becoming the owner of the land at the end
of, say, twenty years, then what he pays you
each year is not rovenue, but purchasing
price. The Chief Secretary was congratu-
lating the Clommittee on the increase in the
revenue from pastoral occupation, and I can
endorze that. There should be a very big
increase, because we know that the sccond
period of reappraisement comes on this or
next year, and it is only to be inferred that
we shall get a larger revenue, because I
know there are parts of the country }ahere
a much larger rate could be paid withous
doing anyone any injury -whatever, while
there are parts where a lester rate than is
now collected could be fairly paid. It seems,

Mr. Hamsilion.]
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however, that notwithstanding the late re-
sumptions that have been made, and are
being made from time to time, the revenue
is still being increased. That shows a lot of
land that was formerly idle is now coming
under occupation, and I know of land that
has been taken up these last couple of years
that formerly for fwenty or thirty years the
Government secured no revenue from at all.
People are now paying rent for land that
they would not have looked at as a gift
three or four years back. Not only that,
but we know that from land that has been
resumed, and which is being taken up as
grazing farms, we are receiving an increase
in revenue. And I say that when resump-
tion is due at wny time, that resumption
should be made. The Chief Secretary said
that is being done, and he challenged me to
give specific instance: of where it 1s nog
being done.
The PreMIER: Hear, hear!

Mr. HAMILTON: I do not want to men-
tion specific cases on the floor of the House,
but I could give him a good many specific
instances.

The Premige: Hear, hear!
with them.

Mr. HAMILTON: I have put in myself
application that certain resumptiens should
be made. We have been told that certain
resumptions were not made on account of
there not being sufficient surveyors. I was
told, in answer to a question I put in the
House last year, that there were not suffi-
<cient, but later on we were told there is &
surplusage of surveyors. We know, how-
ever, very well that there are large resump-
tions that are due, and which are not being
made.

The PREMIER:

We can deal

In what district?

HAMILTON:
own district.
The PrEmizrR: Sheep or cattle?

Mr. HAMILTON : Both sheep and cattle.
But I do not advocate resuming -cattle
country. We do not want resumed country
if it is not fit to put sheep on it, because we
know that people do not take up small
areas on which to put cattle. I know of
country that I have asked to have resumed,
but unfortunately it has not been done. I
would here like to make a comparison be-
twean the benefits to the State of its different
industries, and I would first like to say that
when the question of railways is brought up
we find that when railways are asked for
the Western country the application is
treated in a disparaging manner. We are
told the railways are wanted more down
near the coast.

The Premier: Your leader advocated thab.

Mr. HAMILTON: My leader has never
said a word against the Western extension.

Mr. Ryan: He criticised the Government
for breaking its promises.

Mr. HAMILTON: Over 80 per cent. of
the value of our exports is made up from
our pastoral products, and that shows the
pressing necessity of opening up the Western
‘country. :

The PrEMiER: Hear, hear!

Mr. HAMILTON: And it shows that we
should resume all the country we can.
know of a large run that was resumed. One-

[Mr. Hamslton.
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half was taken up in selections, and the
other half remained with the lessees. That
latber half is now carrying as much sbock
as the whole run formerly did, which simply
shows the improvement that bhad been
effected by the increased settlement.

The PREMIER: Were they overstocking?

Mr. HAMILTON: No. The hon. member
challenged me to give some specific 1n-
stances of runs that might have been re-
samed and had not been. I could do so, and
as a matter of fact I have done so to the
department on several occa§ions. Moreover,
T have given them the information that
there were a lot of people waiting for such
resumptions.

Mr. HarDACRE: I gave a list last’year thab
are not opened yet.

Mr. HAMILTON: It is
Financial Siatement that—
“In 1910 there were thirteen estab.
lishments, employing 1,923 persons, en-
gnged in the slaughter of stock 1or
preservation as food, and there were so
treated 167,064 cattle of all ages and
1,118,660 sheep, but though the ocattle
slaughtered last year numbered 200,256—
an increase of 33,192—there was a drop
in the shesp treated to 303,932, a redue-
tion of 815,728. Whatever may be the
resson for this fall, it cannot be said
that the dry season will account for the
whole of it.”

This is news to me. I can quite understand
that thore is a decrease in the number of
cattle, because there are a number of very

large staiions thap were cattle
[8.30 p.m.] stations a couple of years ago,

but the cattle have been sold and
sihocp are taking their place. I know that
there is a reduction in my own district in
the number of cattle holdings, and 1 dare say
that will apply to many other districts, and
will apply to many more as we extend our
railwars. I cannot understand the reason
of such a drop in the number of sheep thet
is available for home consumption. We know
very well that the price of mutton to the
consumer in Brishane recently has been almost
prohibitive, and why that should be so I can-
not say.

The PrEMIER: It is not because of the
American meat trust.

Mr. HAMITLTON : I have never heard of
any great loss having occurred through the
short stretch of drought out there a few
months ago. 1 do not think there were
sufficient losses in stock to cause such a large
shrinkage in the numbers as mentioned in
this Stalament. I say that there is something
radically wrong. I do not know whether the
beef frust has got a hold here yet. Whether
the meat trust is responsible for the large in-
crease in price to the consumer I cannot say,
but I hope that they are not going to get a
footing in Queensland. Therc has been some
very valuable information brought out by the
Meat Commission, and, so far as they have
gone, it appears that the grower does not geb
all he should for his stock, and the consumer
pays far too much. The inference to
drawn is the middleman must be reaping a
very nice harvest.

Mr. BookEr: Iave you heard that the
meat companies are stirring up strife on
account of the trust?

Mr. HAMILTON : I know the hon. mem-

ber and his friends have been trying %o get

said 1in the
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additional works, and he tried to get State
works, and if he stuck to that he would have
had the help of this side

Mr. Pooser: Dox’t you know I am still
on it?

Mr. HAMILTON: We understood that
since the American trast coramenced opera-
tions here the hon. member and his friends
have stopped the agitation for the State to
step in and build cold stores.

Mr. Booxen: I will give you some informa.
tion later on.

Mr., HAMILTON: I hope the hon. mem-
ber will, but I have been given to understand
that that is the case.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: What about
the experience of Westorn Australia ?

Mr. HAMILTON: In that case the stock
nad to be brought {rom the North-West, and
there was a shipping ring, and the Govern-
ment stepped in, purchased their steamers,
and started to carry the meat down the
coast.

The PREMIER:
the cattle.

Mr. HAMILTON: Then they started to
open butchers’ shops.

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER :
down now.

Mr. HAMILTON: Perhaps the ring has
done that. The Government have taken a
lot of credit for appointing medical and
dental inspectors of schools. hey cannot
say that they have done that voluntarily. They
know very well that publis opinion has ferced
them to do it. They would not take any steps
until a rvequest was sent from the Western
districts some years ago. Deputation after
deputation waited on them and got them to
start it. The Government did not start the
use of gauze netting for the schools out West
until some of the shire councils started and
shamed the Government into taking action.

The TREASURER : Are you objecting to the
Government appointing these inspectors ?

Mr, “HAMILTON: No. I want io know
whether they are going to treat the children.
We know very well that a recommendation
was sent down and the Government was asked
to take action. They sent Dr. Taylor out,
and Dr. Taylor recommended thai a sani-
torium should be established on the coast for
those chronically affected with ophthalmia,
but I have heard of no sanatorium being
established on the coast for such cases. What
is the uso of a dental inspector having a look
at a child’s tceth, and sending a message
home to his mother that he has a rotten
tooth on top or a couple in the lower jaw ?

The TREASURER: Noj; they are treating
them.

Mr. HAMILTON: I wish to know if that
is the case? They should treat the children.
As regards placing money on the Estimates
for an increase in the salaries of teachers, I
think it is only a proper thing to do. We
know very well the salaries given to male
teachers is inadequate to live on, and many
good teachers have been leaving the ser-
vice. Just imagine a man in the ‘ar Westorn
country with a wife and two or three children
having to live on £110 & yesr! That is not
an adequate salary at «1l.” Thore is no class
in the public service so badly paid _as the
lower-paid officers of the Education Depart-
ment,

They forgot to purchase

They are shu~t

[24 SeprEMBER.]

The TrREASURER: Don’t forget they re-
ceived increases last year.

Mr. HAMILTON: I know they received
increases, but they rcceived very low salaries,
and when we cowme to think thai some men
receiving £860 have been raised to £1,000,
and others recciving £700 have been in-
creased by £100, it is a fair thing that
teachers only receiving £100 or £710, should
also recsive increases. Tiica, as.regam}sﬁh‘o
salary of some of the women in the littie
schools, I say the salaries are a disgrace, and
it is no credit to the Government i they are
giving the teachers, especially those in the
lower grades, a slight increase. We know
very well that a man, in order to becqmeva
head teacher, must be cduessed. It will
probably have cost the parents a lot of money
for that education, and cost the teacher 4 lot
of study, because a school teacher must study
for years and years, even after he enters the
service, and it is prettv hard if, after years
and years in the public service, and with the
education they must necessarily have, they
can only command a labourer’s wage. That
is all it means in some instances. The salary
does not compensate men for brains at all.
A man could get far better wages in many
other callings, and teachers are leaving the
department every day to take up other work.
The department have great difficulty in get-
ting male teachers to go out into the country
districts to take charge of schools, simply
because the salary is so small. do mnot
blame the department for this, because I
believe the officers of the department and ths
Minister who was in charge of thel depart-
ment was sympathetic, and made the posi-
tion much better. I believe the Under Sec-
retary and everyone else would like to be in
a position to give larger increases than they
are able to give, but the Government do not
supply them with the necessary money.

The PrEMIER: The recommendation of the
Public Instruction Department is adhered to
in the present Estimates.

Mr. HAMILTON: What I object to is
raising the salaries of men already getting
£600, £700, and £800 a year, and passing
over public servants like this. The Chief
Secretary made the statement that there was
no one—excepting the police—in receipt of
over £400 a year who was getting an in-
crease this year. There was a lot of in-
stances read out by the deputy leader of
this marty, who are receiving over 39400” and
vet they want to shield themselves behind
the excuse that a contract was made some
time previously. How many more such con-
tracts have been made?

The Pmeyier: Every case that is cited
there.

At 841 p.m.,

The CHAIRMAN : Under Standing Order
No. 11, I call upon the hon. member for
Leichhardt to relieve me in the chair.

Mr. HarpacRE thereupon took the chair. )
Mr. HAMILTON: Some of the increases

which have been made this year, and more
especially the increase of £200 a year, with
a motor car and chaffenr thrown in, to the
Commissioner of Police, is one that I shall
have a little to say on when we get to tho
Police Tstimates, because I do not think it
is one that can be justified even by this
Government. It is just the methods of Dub-
lin Castle coming in.
The PREMIER: What is that for?

Mr. Hamalton.]
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Mr. HAMILTON: Repayment for ser-
vices rendered. I shall have a little to say
on this when we get to the Police Esti.
mates. It is not a right thing to give these
big increases to men who are already get-
ting £400 or £500 & year, when other men,
who have becn twenty or thirty years in
the service, are only getting £200 a year,
and have wives and children to support. As
far as the S:tatement is concerned, it would
not matter what Government was in power ;
if they had the seasons this Government
had they would have been able to show
surpluses just as well. I believe that if
another Govornment was in power, they
would be abie to show a surplus.

The Premier: The best revenue producer
is the rain.

Mr. HAMILTON: If the rain had not
come at th: time it did, I think the Go-
vernment, with the reckless expenditure they
were going on with at the time, would have
come to grief.

The PrEMiER: When?
Mr. HAMILTON: The hon. gentleman

gaid that these increases were entered into
some ftime ago.

The PrEMIER: Where is the reckless ex-
penditure ?

Mr. HAMILTON: The rain saved the
position. There was a lot of reckless ex.
penditure going on.

The TreASURER: T think you advised us to

go on with the Western extension, because
it was quite right.

Mr, HAMILTON : When you speak of the

Western extension, I am not in favour of the
trans-state scheme. I do not belicve you
should go on with that portion of the Western
extension. When you went to the country be-
fore the election, and you promised the people
that, if you were returned to power, you could
borrow money cheaply; that notwithstanding
you had to meet £13,000,000 or £14,000,0600
falling due within the next three or four years,
you_ had not the slightest doubt you could
do it, and that you would welcome some of
the loans falling due—the hon. gentleman
must have known that he was not correct
when he made that statement. I say that he
went to the country under false pretences,
and some of the members behind the Go.
vernment were returned under false pre-
tences. I do not say that was their fault;
they had the promise of the Premier that
these railways would be built in these dis-
tricts. They have been returned, and what
do they find now? They are told that the
‘Government cannot go on with them. They
are afraid to object to that, because they
know they will be shunted like the hon.
member for Fitzroy was shunted. We know
very well that the hon. member for Fitzroy
is not the only opossum in the tree that
they would like to shoot. We know very
well there is a gentleman in another place
- with a political gun loaded, which he is pre-
pared to level at one or two more opossums
in the tree. They are not game to open
their mouths, although they know very well
that they were returned on the promise that
these railways would be buils, I think that
is not a fair thing at all. When a Govern-
ment goes before the country they should
give a truthful and accurate statement as
to the state of the finances.
The PREMIIR: We did, too.

[Mr. Hamilton.
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Mr. HAMILTON: They never told the
people when they were before the country
what the state of the finances was, hecause,
before the House met, they had to go and
get assistance from the [ederal Govern-
ment. That was not till after the election.

The PrRemigr: Long before the election.

Mr. HAMILTON: They had to post the
Bill home after the election, to ratify it.

The PrEmiErR: FHvervbody knew that the
money was in our hands long before the
election.

Mr. HAMILTON: The hon. gentieman
gave the country to understand that he
would have no difficulty in_raising as much
money as he wanted for railways.

The PrEyiER: About the 20th or 23rd
January that money was available—before
the strike.

Mr. HAMILTON: I am quite sure that
if they went to the country to-morrows, some
of them would net come back to occupy the
places they occupy to-day.

The PreMIER: There would be more of us.

Mr. HUXHAM (Buranda): I am going to
speak briefly on the Statement, especially
in regard to the matters that have been
touched upon, because I recognise that mem-
bers have spoken from their experiences in
previous Parliaments, and even before that.
But there is one aspect of the matter 1 wans
to dwell upon—that is the question of the
expenditure during the coming year, which
I fear most acutely the Government will
fall in over.

The PrEMirr: Which expenditure do you
refer to—loan or revenue?

Mr. HUXHAM : Not from loan—from the

general revenue.
The PREMIER: What department?

Mr. HUXHAM: I speak of it generally.
The indications that we have at the present
time show that we have undoubtedly bad
times coming upon us. Nobody can shut
their eyes to the fact that, during the last
month, things have been very acute in Bris-
bane. That is not my experience only, but
the experience of other hon. members in
this House, and, if this is continued for any
length of time, I am satisfied that the
revenue which the Government is anticipat-
ing during the financial year will not be
realised by a very large sum.

The PreMIER: Which of the sources will
be affected?

Mr. HUXHAM: I think the general
revenue—I am not detailing them at_all
The Premier, when speaking just now, indi-
cated that we should be lacking in income
tax. .

Mr. Forsyra: It,will be £20,000 less this
year.

Mr. HUXHAM: Yes, £20,000 this year.
The hon. gentleman, in my opinion, was
very optimistic even in that, because I am
satisfied, when we realise at the end of this
year, with the bad times in front of us—I do
not want to see them, I have suffered enough
even this year, and want to see them better,
but I do not shut my eyes to the fact that
we are in for a bad time during this twelve
months.
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Mr. BooxEr: The aftermath of the trade
disorganisation in the early part of the
year.

Mr. HUXHAM: XNothing of the kind.
Not only shall we in Queensland feel it, bu
1t will be felt throughout the whole of Aus.
tralia.

The PrEvier: Is that the result of the dry
spell of weather ? )

Mr. HUXHAM: The dry spell of weather
and the uncertain scasons that we may ex.
pect. ;

The TREASURER :
come in anywhere ?

Mr. HUXHAM: The agitator does not
come in anywhere. I think the agitator is
often a blessing in disguise, as he shakes up
the Government and awalkens them to a sense
of their duty.

The Premier: Assuming that our revenue
expectations are not fulfilled, where do you
propose to cut down expenditure?

Mr, HUXHAM: I am like my leader in
that matter, and say, as he did, that when
1t becomes a question of adjusting ways and
means we shall be over on that side of the
House, and will look after the matter.

Mr. Forsyra: When you get there.

Mr. HUXHAM: Our getting there is only
a question of a short time. When the Go-
wernment have raised the £15,000,000 which
they are to obtain from the London market
then it will be time for us to step over there
and sce if we cannot do something that will
be satisfactory to the country. When the
Premier was speaking this afterncon and
saying, “ And then, and then,” T interjected
“The millenium.” T believe that then there
will be a millenium, not only for the worker
but for the business man as well. ’

; ’ll‘ge Premigr: ““That will be joyful, joy-
ul.

Mr. HUXHAM: Tt will be. T have
casually dealt with the question of axpendi-
ture.

The PrEMIER: No; you have dealt with
the revenue.

Mr, HOUXHAM: I am dealing with ex-
penditure more than with revenue. We have
had an increase in our revenue, but the ex-
penditure has increased on almost parallel
lines. According to the Estimates, the Go-
vernment are increasing their expenditure by
something like 9 per cent. That is an unwise
proceedure. I am glad that the expenditure
is increased in some directions.

The Preyier: Would you have us reduce
the expenditure ? .

Mr. HUXHAM: I will point out where
there is a large increase in expenditure
which is, in my opinion, justifiable, and that
is in the amount set down for our charitable
and educational institutions,

. The PreMiER: Over £800,000 in those two
items.

Mr. HUXHAM: I do not begrudge that
expenditure. If I had any ambition at anv
fime to occupy a position in a Cabinet, no
office would afford me greater delight than
that which would place me in charge of our
charitable institutions.

Mr. ForsyrH : I hope you will get it.

Does not the agitator
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Mr. HUXITAM: I hope the time will
come when I may, so that I may endeavour
to «do something to make the sick, the
afflicted, and the poor more comfortable.

The ProMiEr: Where would you get the
money ?

Mr. HUXHAM: The money would be
ralsed somehow. I am with the Government
in the increases which they propose to give
to our charitable and educational institu-
tions, but there must be some directions in
which they might reduce expenditure. If the
drought which the Premier anticipated in his
speech this afternoon should come upon us,
we shall not be able to sfand the strain of
this large expenditure, because our pastoral
industry and other industries depending
upon the seasons for their success will be
knocked kite high.

The PrREMiER: You have told us where we
might increase cxpenditure, but you have
not told us where we should decrease it.

Mr. HUXHAM: I have not told the hon.,
gentleman that, because it will be time
enough to indicate where the expenditure
should be reduced when this party go over
to that side of the chamber. We do not be-
grudge the hon. gentleman and his colleagues
occupying the Treasury bench for the next
three years to come. After that we shall do
something which, T hope, will be satisfactory
to the people of Queensland,

The PreMIER: Would you support a con-
siderable reduction in the expenditure?

Mr. HUXHAM: I am not going to give
my idea of what should be done. It is for
the Premier and the Ministry to do the right
thing.

The Premier: I do not know where to re-

duce the expenditure; I tell you that
honestly.
Mr. HUXHAM: Apparently the hon.

gentleman does not know where to reduoce
expenditure. As I have already said, we on
this side do not begrudge an increase in the
expenditure on our charitable and educa-
tional institutions.

The SzcrerarY rFor Raiways: You don’t
begrudge the increase to the railway men, do
you?

Mr. HUXHAM: No, I cannot say that I
do; the men who have been underpaid ought
to receive increases,

The PreMier: Would you reduce expendi-
ture on public buildings?

Mr. HUXHAM: Look here, I am going
on with what I have to say, and will say it
in my own way. Reference has been nade
to the proposed increase to the Commissioner
of Police, and I could not help noting an
interjection by the hon. member for Croydon
who said that Jack Story, the Under Secre-
tary for Hducation, was worth a dozen Com-
missioners of Police. I am very much of the
same opinion. The Under Secretary for
Education has the administration of one of
the most important departments of the State
and he is drawing £700 a year without any
“perks.” That officer controls an expendi-
ture of £493,768 per annum, whereas the
Commissioner of Police, who has had his
salary increased by 25 per cent., only con-
trols the expendifure of £277,000 per annum.
The Under Seccretary for Education should
receive an increase, and I hold that it is a
grave injustice to overlook his claims when
such a substantial increase is given to the

Mr. Huzham.]
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Cominissioner of Polica, who has been made
the net of the Government, because, I sup-
pose, of the signal scrvice he rendered duxr-
ing the late upheaval. The Government
ought to recogniie the merit of the Under
Hducation in a more generous
i they have reccgnised it hitherto.

The TrEASURER : I thought you were urging
economy.

Mr. HUXHAM: Not a bit of it; I spoke
just now approvingly of an increase in the
education vote, and said I did not be-
grudge that increase or an increase for
charitable institutions; but I contend that
where a man is picked out for special treat-
ment in the way the Commissioner has been
selected, for an increase of salary, the mat-
ter is one which should be severely oriticised.
I hope that the Government will recognise
the discontent that there will be through-
out the whole public service when officers,
who have served longer than the Commis-
sioner, and have rendered as good service
as he has, find they are kept at their
previous salaries while the Commissioner
is granied this large increase. During the
last election there was a great deal of talk
about converting our loans. The hon. mem-
ber for Kurilpa was very keen on reconvert-

ing our loans with advantage to

[9 p.m.] the State; and one of the

strongest candidates on the Go-
vernment side, who was not returned for
Maree, was most emphatic on the subject.
I suppose he got his information from pub-
lioc sources; and in advocating the conver-
sion of our 4 per cent. loans to 3% per cent.,
he hoped to reassure the public. I do not
blame the Government for not being able
to get loan money cheap. I believe we
shall have to borrow money to keep our
public works going on. I am just as keen
as the hon. member for Chillagoe against
the reckless borrowing of money by the
Government; and I think loan money should
only be spent on such works as will pro-
duce sufficient revenue to justify the out-
lay. The Minister for Railways would not
put his own money intoc a venture that
would show all expense and no profit.

The TrEASURER: If you study table K
relating to the Financial Statement, yow
will find that after crediting the revenue
received from railways, and the interest om
loans to local authorities, there is only
£350,000 charged on the taxpayers.

Mr. HUXHAM: What about the

times that are coming?
The TREASURER: Don’t be a Jeremiah!

Mr. HUXHAM: I don’t want to be =
Jeremiah, but it is of no use to anticipate
that good seasons are going to be corn-
$inuous. There is one thing in the
Treasurer’s Statement at which I was rathex
x.;;u'pljised, though I do not blame him foxr
i

bad

:The TREASURER: He accepts full responsi-
bility.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : I must
ask hon. members not to interject.

Mr. HUXHAM: I want hon. gentlemera
to give some information about the Sea —
forth Estate; I want to know why the
interest charge on that estate was droppecd
in 1910. When the previous Governmeng
bought the Seaforth Estate for £226,000——

The SECRETARY FOR RAILways: £22,000.
[#7. Huzrham.
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Mr. HUXFAM: The estate was bought
for £22,000, and there has been an accu-
mulation of interest of nearly £10,000; but
that interest charge was dropped in 1810.
T say that a suspense account should be
opened, and interest charged against the
estate. If the Government does not con-
sider the estate is worth £22,000, it is jusb
as well to cut it down to its real value, just
the same as would be done in a business
congeri.

The SECRETARY FOR RaiLwavs: On  that
principle we can put up the value of our
railways.

Mr. HUXHAM: I would not object to
that if the Government can show that the
railways are worth more than appears on
the Hstimates. If a man buys a cibty pro-
perty for £10,000, and the following year
he knows it is worth £12,000, he gives its
value as £12,600; but if it falls in value
subsequently, he brings down the amount
below £10,000 if necessary. It is always
wise to re-assess our estates and bring down
the amounts if they fall in value or increase
the amounts if they rise in value. The old
Indooroopilly bridge that was carried away
by flood in 1893 is still put down as an
asset.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: We have to
pay interest on the cost.

Mr. HUXHAM: That does not matter.
Vou have not the bridge. I maintain that
if that bridge is at the bottom of the river
covered with silt, or taken away, it is not
an asset.

The TrEASURER: With regard to repur-
chased estates, you will find that, generally
speaking, the transactions have been so
highly satisfactory that Seaforth can be put
on one side altogether.

Mr. HUXHAM: I am not dealing with
that aspect of the question. I say that the
Government bought an estate some years
ago for £22,000, and interest was charged
against the estate up to the year 1910, when
it had accumulated. In that year the in-
terest had accumulated to over £9,000; and
then it was dropped. I want to know the
reason why. If that estate is not worth
anything, it ought to be wiped out as an
asset. If the land is not worth £22,000, and
is only worth a £5 note, then bring it dowan
to the £5 note. I want to know if the
Treasurer will give me the information why
they ceased piling up the interest on the
Seaforth Hstate in 19107

The TREASURER: I was not there in 1910.

Mr. HUXHAM: I thought probably the
Treasurer could give me the information.
Angther thing I would liKe some information
about is in connection with the return which
I asked for to-day. I do not want
the Treasurer to imagine that there was
any sting in my asking the question. I‘{ow-
ever, I was not granted the return, as “ Not
formal ”’ was called to it. My reason for
asking the question was that I wanted to
know whether we anticipated a profit_on our
Savings Bank transactions or W.hether‘we
would have to use the money without any
profit at all.

The TrEAsURER: Usually the Savings Bank
has not made very much direct profit, taking
into account the working expenses.

Mr. HUXIAM : That means that we shall
have a loss.

The TREASURER: NC
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Mr. HUXHAM : With a lack of depositors’
fees coming in and the charges going on
there must be a loss.

The SECRETARY For Ratnwavs: There will
be millions of depositors coming in.

Mr. HUXHAM: I would like to say here
that I sympathise with the Government over
the loss of that money from the Savings
Bank.

The TREASURER: I would like to make an
_explanation if I may.

Mr. HuxTER: Who is making the speech ?

The TREASURER: It costs less to run the
Savings Bank now than it did prior to the
Commonwealth starting them.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: I musi
once again draw the attention of hon. mem.
bers to the fact that there are too many
interjections. Reasonable interjections are
not objectionable, but when there are too
many interjections it takes off from the time
allowed to a member for speaking.

Hoxovrasre MEMBERS: IHear, hear !

Mr, HrNTER: The Treasurcr is making tha
speech himself.

Mr. HUXHAM : I admit that provision is
made in the Hstimates for taking over
grammar schools. The people whers gram-
mar schools exist have suffered, compared
with the other towns, because high schools
are established there. I do not object to
high schools whether there are grammar
schools or not, but seeing the advantage that
the children have got who go to high schools
it is time that the Government made a move
on the linesx of taking over the grammanr
schools, so that the children could have free
entry into the grammar schools from the
primary schools. We know the advantage the
children have who go to high schools, because
they can study and prepare the way for
entering the University without having to go
through the hardship and drudgery of winning
a scholarship or bursary. If our grammar
schools were taken over our children could
go straight into them from the primary
schools.

Mr. Hawmirron: They could qualify for
that—not competition.

Mr. HUXHAM: No; simply by qualify-
ing for it. In the case of the high school
the fifth standard will qualify, but if children
want to go to a grammar school they have
to have special lessons and special study, and
they have so much to do in connection with
the competitive examination that they fre-
guently break down. The children should
have the chance of entering a grammar
school as they have now of entering a high
school. There is another point, so far as
education is concerned, and that is the hard.-
ship which our teachers have to suffer. 'The
hon. member for Gregory has dealt with that,
but there is one case which is well worth
considering, as it will show the treatment
that the imported teachers receive over those
that are here. Imported teachers come out
here under a great advantage. They are
given Class II. qualification, and they re-
ceive their steamer fares and a month’s salary
in advance, and they are looked after gener-
ally when they come here. Now, I have an in-
stance of a teacher who was reappointed o
a school in Queensland. I did not get this
from the man himself, so I do not want him.
to be blacklisted. I got it from, one of his
friends. He applied for readmission to theo
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service, and he bad to pay his own steamer
fare down, and had no advantage given to
him at all. ¥verything was made hard for
him, while everything was made easy for the
imported teachers. The general treatment
afforded to our teachers is not what it shguld
be. The imported teachers are given D162
a year and the Class II. qualification, but
*what a different footing our own tcachers
are placed on, as we have teachers in the
service with fourteen years’ experience get-
ting £140 a year.

Mr. MacrossanN: Haven't they got to pass
an examination at home?

Mr. HUXHAM : They have not got to pass
a local examination.

Mr. MacrossaN: But have they not got to
pass a qualifying examination at home ?

2Ir. HUXHAM : That may be so, but I
maintain that the standard hers is just as
high as that in ths old country. Why should
not the teachers here have the same advan-
tages as the imported onzs? I sincerely hope
that we shall not import any more teachers.
It does not give much chance to ambitious
boys who have a trait for beaching if they
feel that whilst ther are ur;deggm‘ng the
drudgery imported teachers will be brought
cut to take the best schools.

Mr. HoNTER: If they do not pay a better
screw, they will have to import a lot of
teachers.

Mr. HUXHAM : I understand that when
they advertised for teachers Ior Queensland
over 400 applications were received to fill
the positions that wers offering. Now, with
regard to the surplus. I take the Treas-
urer’s word for it that the finances were not
altered at the end of the twelve months in
order to reduce the surplus.

The TrEssTRER: I explained in my State-
ment that the school buildings were paid
for out of revenue instead of loan.

Mr. HUXHAM: If we bracket the ex-
penditure for June and July in 1911, and
also for the same months in 1912, we will find
that the average cxpenditure for those two
mornths in 1911 was £411,126, and in 1912
£431,940. If you look at the month of June
for the last two years you will sec that there
is an excess of expenditure over and above
the ordinary expenditure. There seems to
be some method of working it which I can-
not understand. For instance, the ﬁgur.es
for four months in 1911  were—Awpril,
£297,906: May, £291,581; June, £536,878;
July, £225373. For 1912, the expenditure
for those months was as follows:—April,
£360,067: May, £360,522; June, £618,972;
July, £644,918. 8o that it will be seenn that

the average for the month of June
and July bracketed together is nearly
double the expenditure of April and
May in each year; and that, it secms
to me, has been wused by the Go-
vernment. In 1912 we had the same inter-

For April it was £360,057. In
May, £865,622. In June, £618,972; and in
July, £244,918. So I think that there is
some explanation needed why there should
be an abnormal expenditure for those two
latter months over the ordinary months of
the year.

esting figures.

Mr. HustEr: You do not suspect the
Treasurer ?
Mr. HUXHAM: I see some good in

everything, though it is hard to get good
Mr. Huxhan.]
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out of some people. (Laughter.) I think [
shall conclude my remarks by asking the
Hon. the Treasurer to kindly explain later
on how he accounts for this extraordinary
discrepancy in the June and July returns as
compared with the other months.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
paying up its debts.

Mr. HUXHAM: It seems to me there is
an extraordinary sum of money being
brought into one month that might well have
gone to the reduction fund. At least, it
will be admitted the expenditure seems ab-
normal.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: There may
bhave been an extra fortnight’s railway pay.

Mr. HUXHAM: Making all allowances
for that, it seems that in the one ycar there
is a sum of £240,000 that might have gone
to the reduction fund instead of being used
by the Government, and that in 1812 there
was a somewhat similar position. If I get
this information I shall be very well satis-
fied. In the meantime, I think there is a
good deal in the Fstimates that needs dis-
cussion, and I sincerely hope that on going
through them the criticisms we may bring
to bear will be noted by the Government,
and that they will be able to adjust their
figures on far better lines in their next
Financial Statement.

Mr. GUNN (Carnzrvon): It seems to me
that there is some reluctarnce on the part of
members on this side of the House to speak
on the Statement. (Opposition laughter.)

An HowouRABLE MEMBER: You are ready.

The State

Mr. GUNN: Many of us are not ready,
and although I am in that position also, T
wish to say a few words before the Financial
Statement goes through. The Hon. the
Treasurer has brought forward a Financial
Statement that he may very well be proud
of. Some members think we are in a very
prosperous condition, but it must be remem -~
bered that we have just passed through, com-
paratively speaking, a very severe drought,
and under the circumstances I think -the
Financial Statement is much better than we
might have expected. Personally, I am
pleased with the finances of the State at the
present time. There has been a great deal
said about our railways, and I know, a fewr
years ago, we passed very extensive railways
schemes. Considering the drought we have
passed through, and the demand for monexr
all over the world, it is not surprising
that we have been asked to cool down a bit
on our railway construction. Because it is
said that this or that railway is not to be
immediately gone on with, T do not think
that it should be said that a promise has
been broken, for we all know that durings
all our lives we make promises, some oF
which we are not able to fulfil. One of us
might make a promise to see another to-
morrow morning at 9 o’clock, but during the
interval a hurricane might come along and
blow you into the Botanic Gardens—(laugh —
ter)—with the result that you would not be
able to keep your appointment. A lot has
been said about the Western Railways, ancd
the hon. the deputy leader of the Opposi—
tion made reference to a lot of wild-cag
railways. He had nothing good to say about
the Western systems, but no sooner had he
sat down than the member for Gregory got
up to say that they were the only railways

[Mr. Huzham.
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that paid. Ie claimed that they paid to
such an extent that they allowed the Go-
vernment to build other railways. So 1t
would appear that the hon. members on the
other side are not all in accord as to what
railways should be built—whether Western or
agricultural lines, I think myself both sys-
tems should go on at the same time.

The SECRETARY FOR RamLwavs: It is the
other fellow's railway that is no good.

Mr. GUNN: I have no interest in the
Western Railway at all, nor in any other
railways for that matter. I have a railway
passing my own door, but in the interests
of the State I would like to see railways
right across the continent, in accgrdange
with Mr. Kidston’s scheme. I believe in
that system, although I do not forget what
has been said about the need for more agri-
cultural lines. Still, T do not see how we
can build more agricultural lines than we
are constructing at the present time. It will be
remembered that the Western railways pay
well; the border line to Goondiwindi returns
£5 16s. per cent., and the railway from
Gowrie Junction to Cunnamulla £5 14s. per
cent. If vou come to the Killarney Rail-
way, which goes through the cream of the
Darling Downs, you find that it pays only
7s. 9d. per cent., and as for the Maryvale
line, it pays nothing at all. Of course, it
is under the guarantee system. If we are to
build these agricultural lines it will be neces-
sary for us to build at the same time Western
wild-cat railways to pay for them, for if
we do not we will not be able to afford the
agricultural lines, Of course, there is a rea-
son why the latter do not pay. Agrlcpltural
products, such as hay and corn, will not
stand a high railway tariff. You have to
charge low rates of freight for them, other-
wise they would not be able to compete on
the world’s markets, and if you are gomng
in for the raising of agricultural products
at all you must carry them over the rail-
ways at low rates of freight. On _the other
hand, wool—which is the chief frelg}}t on
the Western lines—stands & little bit of
loading in the matter of freight, and the
lines to the Western districts are thus able
to materially assist in the building of the
agricultural lines in the agricultural dis-
iTicts. The two systems must therefore go
on together simultaneously. While speaking
on the subject, I may poinbt out that there
is another line that might be very well con-
tinued, although I have no n}terest in it
whatover. That is the border railway, which,
T understand, is complete to Dirranbandi.
think it ought to be cor_npleted to right
opposite to Bourke. It will carry wool all
the way, and it is wool and other products
from the grazing industry that are the main-
stays of the State at the present time.
About 80 per cent. of our exports are graz-
ing products, and that industry has materi-
ally “assisted in keeping the industries and
factories on the coast golng 1n the, past.
T have heard it said, “Why don’t the
Government induce people to go in for agri-
culture ?” And when they sell them an
agricultural farm, “Why don’t they compel
them to cultivate a certain portion of the
land ?” People do not cultivate land just

for the fun of it. People cultis

[9.30 p.m.] vate land to make money out of

it, and if you take a man by the
seruff of the neck and hold him down on the
ground and make him soratch, what advan-
tage is that to the man unless he gets some



Supply.

money for his scratching? (Laughter.) The
only thing to do is to allow a man to manage
his farm in such a way that he can make
money. The wages which have to be paid
in Queensland—perhaps they may not be too
much, but they are higher than what is paid
in other lands where wheat and other pro-
duce is grown, and we must not expect to
go in for agriculture until we have more
people here to use the produce, or else we
must pay lower wages. In the meantime,
we have to go in for those industries which
can afford to pay a higher wage. I have
some agriculturists or horticulturists in
my electorate who are making a good living
out of the land, and the number is increas-
ing very rapidly. The reason of that is that
fruit culture is an industry which does not
require the employment of any labour. 'The
settlers are able to do all the labour them-
selves, and consequently they are able to
make a very good living out of it. Then
again, we have heard a great deal about
the danger of the meat trust. There are
meat trusts all over America, and I do not

. know that they have made meat any dearer
to the American consumer. I do not think
they have.

Mr. Forey: You do not know anything
about it.

Mr. GUNN: I have heard a great many
things that I do not think are true. The
trouble with America is that there are too
many consumers for the meat. ,There is not
enough meat to go round, but here we have
more meat than we require, and we will
have to export some to America. Then,
again, I have heard it stated that we should
think more of the consumer of meat than of
the man who grows the meat. That is to
say, we should put an export duty on meat
—that is the only way you can make meat
cheaper to the consumer; the law of supply
and demand fixed the price of meat to the
consumer, and if you begin to artificially
interfere with that law you will come to
grief. TFor instance, if you put a tax on
meat which goes away from Australia, what
will it mean? There is a great portion of
the interior of Queensland at the present
time which is unoccupied, and it would be
far better to have that occupied with cattle
or some sort of stock; but if you make it
unprofitable to grow cattle, instead of in-
creasing our flocks and herds, we will de-
crease them. Then there is another thing:
Members of the Opposition accuse the
present Government of being a Queen street
Government—that they govern everything
for Brishane—and in the same breath they
advocate building abattoirs in Brisbane by
the Government; and, again, they ask the
Government to nationalise the trams and
run them. Do not the trams belong to
Queen street? And is not these abattoirs
a Brisbane affair? Why should Brisbane
have all these things? If you are going to
have Government abattoirs, why not have
them in Toowoomba, in (Goondiwindi, and
everywhere else? It is a municipal affair,
and has nothing whatever to do with the
Government.

Mr. Forey: We want them all over the
State, not only in Brisbane.

Mr. GUNN: A nice sort of picnic you
would have. Hvery station in Queensland
has a butcher’s shop, and every little camp
“has a buicher’s shop. Are they all to be
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run by the Government? Look ab the red
tape you would have. It would cost twice
as much as at the present time. I imagine
I can see the reason of this advocacy for
abattoirs in Brisbane. I know it would be
easier to inspect abattoirs, but at the same
time it would be easier to organise the men
working in the abattoirs than it is at
present, as they arc scattered all over the
suburbs. When Opposition members wanted
to strike, all they would have to do would
be to go to the public abattoirs and say,
“Down tools,” and everybody would be
brought to their knees for the want of meat.
The Labour party would have a far better
hold over the meat supply of Brisbane if
public abattoirs were established than they
have at the present time. Then there 18
another thing that has been referred to to-
night, and that is the Savings Bank, I do
not see why we should have two Savings
Banks in every town in Queensland. T think
it is a big mistake, and the people have to
pay for these banks. The State was first in
the field. We had our banks established in
the different centres, and why should any-
body else come along and set up iIn_ oppo-
sition? The people of Queensland deposib
their money in those local Savings Banks,
and we should use that money for the
benefit of Queensland. As it is, the Federal
Government—of course, they will use some
of it on State matters, but what about the
steam laundries in the Northern Territory
and all sorts of things of that sort? Would
not the money be better used in making
advances through the Agricultural Bank or
under the Workers’ Dwellings Act? I have
noticed that for years we have been paying
a large sum of money towards humanitarian
objects. It is a growing thing, and every
year we give more and more towards hos-
pitals, asylums, orphans, and so on.

Mr. Forer: Do you object to it?

Mr. GUNN: I do not object to humani-
tarian legislation at all, but I do nos know
but that we are making a mistake. We
may be neglecting the strong and favouring
the weak too much. It is all very well to be
humane, and take care of' our weaklings. I
quite agree with that principle, but at the
same time we should not neglect the strong.
There are a great many weaklings in this
State and in every other State, and it would
be just as well if they were not allowed to
perpetuate their species.

An Oppositioy MEMBER: Would vou pole-
axe them?

Mr. GUNN: I would be as humane as
the hon. member who interjects. For 1in-
stance, there is the criminal lunatic. W.e
have to keep him, but the criminal lunatic
should not be allowd to perpetuate his
species. He is not a valuable asset. This
applies not only to Australia, but to .the
whole world. Look at France! The birth
rate is falling 'off there, as it is all over the
world. A great deal of the humanitarian
legislation is accountable for that sort of
thing. TFor instance, many years 2ago
children used to work in the factories in
England, and the birth rate was very high.

An OpposrTioNy MEMBER: So was the death
rate.

Mr. GUNN: Then humanitarian legisla-
tion was brought about, and these children
were taken care of, and not allowed to work

Mr. Guan.]
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in factories. Fver since, the birth-rate has
gone down—as a matter of fact, it did not
pay to have children—and that is what is
happening all over the world, and the only
way to obviate that is to make it pay to
have children. This humanitarian legisiation
is not compensating the parent at all. For
wstance, in the rurs! industries, oune of the
demands is thai no child shall work for its
parents until it is fifteen ycars of age.
That is all very well, but it is an induce.
ment to do away with this child. There ig
no doubt that our humanitarian legislation
is not working ouf in the way Wwe expect,
It is very important that we should take
care of our good, strong children that are
growing up; we take too much notice of the
weaklings. No person is more humanitarian
in their ides than I am, but I canaot help
saying that we are taking too mmuch notice
of the crimin«l lunatics, the imbeciles, and
all that kind of people, and neglect the
strong. The strong want looking after just
as well ns the wealk—in fact, more so.” If
you have a herd of sheep, do you save all
the weaklings and neglect the strong? No.
You look afier the strong, and you do some-
thing very different with the weaklings, 7T
suppese 1 shouldi not talk this way—I do
not suppose it will give me any votes
—{aughter)—but I think it is a question
which will have to be faced before very
long in more countries than Australis. There
is another thing : Everybody chaffs me about
opossums. 1 notice we are going to hawve
a ‘“Zoo” here in Frisbane. (Laughter.) I
think @ zoological gardens is a very cruel
thing. I have been to zoological gardens in
other places, and I Lave scen a poor unfor.
tunate lign caged up in a box a few feet
square. with a smelling sort of snake along-
side him. (Laughter.) What sort of a life
is that for the lion or the snake? (Laughter )
I think it is » very cruel thine. Would it
not be far better if the lion were killed and
stuffed and put into the Muserm—it would
just as well teach the children?

Mr. Hayiwron: What sort of a lion would,
that be? (Laughter.)

Mr. GUNN: It would be better than the
living death that they have at the present
time. If we are going to have zoological
gardens for Brisbane, why not have them in
all the other principal towns of Queensland ?
(Hear, hear ) My idea is, if we have money
to spend in such things as that, we shoulel
take cure of our indigenous animals. We
should reserve somewhere in Queensland-—TF
do not care where it is—a place where the
kangaroo, wallabies, bear, platypus, scrub
turkeys. the emu, and a great number of
the wonderful birds we have in Australiag,
could be protected in a national park—and
not be cooped up in cages—where they would
be ss free as they are in their natural state .
It would be more instructive to go and loolc
at thoss animals than to see a lion or &
snake caged up in a zuvological gardens. A
great deal has been said about land settles-
ment. No one would like to sce more people
settled on the land than I would, but I arr
doubtful whether, with the great quantitx,
of land. which has been cut up in certaixy
districts for agricultural settlement, we areo
not going a little bit too fast with this agry
cultural settlement. People take it up s
agricultural farms, and do not go in foxr
agriculture. What do they intend to do witly
that land? I think they intend to ser'v-¢g
their five years and sell it out to their neighy .
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bour, and it will get into a bigger estate-
than it is at the present time. I think 1%
will be better to go in more for grazing
farms than we do at present. I would like
to say a word with reference to the sug-
gested amendments to_the Elections Act. I
have been sitting on the Flections Tribunal,
and there is no doubt in my mind that we
will have to amend the Elections Act be-
fore very long. Another thing I might men-
tion, and that is the remuneration of the-
returning officer. It is a very important
position. I held such a position once myseli;
I only held it for twelve months, and I was
very glad to resign. There iz a lot of work
to do, for which you get about £10, which
is not enough; the people are not at the
present time receiving sufficient salary for
the duties they perform. I have heard it
suggested, more than once that members Qf
Parliament are not getting safficient for their
services.

OpPPGSITION MEMBERS :

Mr. GUNN: I do not know. I do not
value my services at a bit more than I gev
for them. If you are going to alter the
law with reference to payment of members,
why should you not do it by reﬁel'endyrghtg
the people? Let the people decide whether
members of Parliament are to get any more
or not. 1 myself do not believe in pavment
of members at all. I think a man only
spoils his life by coming in here. ~If that
is what hs looks forward to for a living all
his life—to be a mewber of .Parllaxne}nt—.—
there is pothing in it. I think mysclf it
would be far better if we managed our own
affairs so that we had enough to live upon
before we came into Parliament; but if thev
electors of Queensland think otherwise, they
ought to be allowedl to decide the matter
by referendiam, and not by ux sitting here
in ths House. I am afraid I have not thrown
much light on the subject, but it is not mlv
province to criticise the Statement. I thu}mlc
there is nothing to criticise myself. The
Financial Statement is a very creditable ong
to Queensland, and I am quits conw:u}ce't
that if the Opposition were in power 1 i
would be no better. As for borrowing
money, and doing all the things that thﬁy
say they would do, I only just look to the
other States. They are on the Treasury
benches in New South Wales, and are‘not
financing the country a bit better, nor as
well, and T think that the electors of Queens-
land ought to be proud of their preser%t
Treasurer and their present Government.
(Hear, hear!)

Question put. .
Mr. WINSTANLEY (Queenton): It is
rather early to let the question go throug}]il.
I certainly did not desire to take up the
running at this hour, but, at the same time,
there are a few casual remarks I want to
make before the Statement goes through.
If the Government are in the splendid posi-
tion they have led the people to believe, and
everything is going right, one would ha:ive
thought there would have been some de-
fence, or, at any rate, for each speaker on
this side there would have been one from-
the other side, but such is not the case. In
the first place, I wish to call attemtion to
the statement made in the very first para-
graph of the Financial Statement, where
the Treasurer expresses ‘ the satisfaction
which he feels at being able to inform the
Committee that the favourable ant’lmpatwm}»
of last year were amply realised.” I have-

Tear, hear!



Supply.

read the Statement, and it seems to me thag
it can hardy be said that the anticipations
of last year have been realised. As a mat-
ter of fact, throughout the Financial State-
ment the reverse is the case. If we touched
high-water mark in our revenue last year,
we have come back to normal conditions
this year. For instance, there is a deficiency
in the returns from our railways amounting
to £15,071. I am aware that there is a
handy scapegoat to account for that—the
general strike; but though that strike may
be responsible for some things, it cannot be
said that it accounts for the falling off in
railway revenue. There is also a deficiency
-of £3,681 in the amount received from mines.
There is a small decrease in the number of
-cattle, and a small increase of about 500,000
in the number of sheep, though we generally
expect an increase of from 1,000,000 to
2,000,000; so that instead of the favourable
anticipations of last year being realised, the
very reverse is really the case. There are
.ample grounds for the statement made by
members on this side of the House, not only
on this occasion, but also on previous occa-
sions, that the Government are going at too
great a rate—a rate which they will not be
able to keep up for any length of time. The
revenue per head of the population is cer-
tainly a bit higher than it was last year.
"This year it is £8 8s. 2d., while last year it
was only £7 14s. 7d; but in 1909-10 it was
£10 14s. 11d., and in 1908-9 it was £10 5s. 3d.
All these figures go to show that there was
:a decrease last year.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Didn’t the
Commonwealth pay more per head then
than they do now?

Mr. WINSTANLEY : Yes, they paid more
per head from revenue, but they paid less
in other directions. The Treasurer himself
has stated that he got £90,000 from the Com-
amonwealth this year, and that he did not
get that sum in previous years.

Mr. ForsyrH: We won’t get it this year.

Mr. WINSTANLEY : Interest on public
buildings, and the amount has certainly come
in very handy this year. The Government
may be entitled to it, and certainly they
find the money very useful.

Mr. Fors¥YTH: We won’t get it this year.

Mr. WINSTANLEY: No, we won't get
it this year, but we will get some of it.
There is nothing in the dry weather we
have experienced to account for the de-
creases I have mentioned with regard to
cattle and receipts from railways and mines.
The Treasurer pointed out that a sum of
£44,606 was transferred from loan to revenue
account, and I think that transfer is a very
good thing. I hope that many of the build-
ings which are being erected by the Go-
vernment will be built of some material more
-substantial than wood, because long before
those buildings have been paid for, the
buildings themselves, if of wood, will be

. valueless.  Ishould just like to say in this con-
nection that the school teachers who occupy
thosebuildings are entitled to some considera-
tion. Iknow that they receive some considera-
tion in the Estimates which have been sub-
‘mitted to the Committee, but that is only con-
sideration in a broad, general way. Those
who are located in the Northern part of

the - State are suffering an- injustice which -
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they should not suffer. It has been the prac-
tice for some years that when a State school
teacher is sent into a wayback place, where
the cost of living is increased, he shall re-
ceive a greater allowance than is made fo
teachers in the Southern part of Queens-
land. This allowance during recent years
has been totally inadegate to meet the in-
creased cost of living, and I do not see that
there is any change in that respect in these
TEstimates. There ought to be. There are
many cases in which a head teacher 1s
sent to a school in the far North or West,
and reccives an allowance for himself, but
gets no allowance for, perhaps, half a dozen
who may be dependent upon him for sup-
port, and whose support 1s more costly than
formerly on account of the 1pcreased cost of
living. I do not wish to discuss this mat-
ter now, as the Hstimates are the proper
place to discuss such matters, 'and I_hope
to have something to say on this particular
subject when the vote for the Hducation
Department is before the Comumittee, if it
is not guillotined through.

The PremiER: There are seventeen days
allowed for’Supply.

Mr. WINSTANLEY: Yes, but a great
part of that time may be taken up in dis-
cussing one or two departments.

The PrEMIER: Only two days are allowed
in the Commonwealth Parliament.

Mr. WINSTANLREY : Seventeen days are
not too much for the discussion of the Rsti-
mates, and if a discussion Is allowed to
continue on a few departments to the ex-
clusion of others, that is objectionable.
Something has been said in connecfion with
mines. We are told in the Financial State-
ment that— .

¢ Mining, as in the case of the previous
year, discloses a further §hr1nkage, but
I think hon. members will agree with
me that there are indicatlons of a re-
vival in mining, and it is decidedly
pleasing to note the spirit of ]aopefulness
which prevails in many mining contres
among those who are engaged in the
calling, and who thus should be the best
able to forecast the future of this in-
dustry.”
The mining community in Queensland, and
I suppose in a great many other countries
besides, are among the most optimistic
people in the State, and were it not for the
hopefulness of those people, a great many
mines would have been closed long ago.
But in spite of the difficulties and disap-
pointments they have had to_ contend with,
those people have persevered and plodded
on, and they have not had that encourage-
ment from the Grovernment which they ought
to have. In past years amounts have been
placed on the Tistimates—£10,000

[10 p.m.] last year and £10,000 the year

before—and it has been found
at the end of the year that the money has
not all been expended; yeb there have been
cases where parties deserving of assisbance
from this vote have not been able to get it.

Mr, Forsyrr: It was nearly all used lash
year.

Mr. WINSTANLEY : It was not all used
even last year.
Mr. Fresyra: £9,200 was used.

Mr. WINSTANLEY : That leaves £800.
Mr. Winstanley.]
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N{{r‘; Forsyrn : How much is likely to come
ck ?

Mr., WINSTANLEY : Perhaps not very
much directly; but there are cazes in which
money comes back indirectly, if not directly.
Practically promises were made previous to
the last election that if the mining fields re-
turned members to support the Government
they would receive attention.

Mr. Forsyru: There is £20,000 on the
Estimates this year.

Mr. WINSTANLEY : In one case the sum
of £50,000 was mentioned as being required.

The PREMIER : Hven £100,000.

Mr. WINSTANLEY: While £50,000
would be a very large amount for one field,
I do not think it would be too much to pub
on the Estimates for the whole of Queens-
land. Previous to last year practically
nothing could be got for assistance in Pros-
becting; assistance was confined almost
solely to deep sinking.

Mr, Forsyra: How much have we got
back from prospeeting? .

Mr. WINSTANLEY: I think more than
from deep sinking.

Mr. Forsyr: How much ?

Mr. WINSTANLEY : I have not got the
actual figures; but I believe money is better
spent at the present time on Charters Towers
and other fields in not merely prospecting on
the surfacs, but, in helping shallow shows,
than in decp sinking. It seems to me that ir
some places the mines are deep enough al-
ready; and it is well known that the deeper
they are the more expensive they are” to
work and ventilate, and the worse it is for
the health of the miners; and instead of the
gold being better and more plentiful the
deeper one goes, it is generally the reverse.
As far as Charters Towers is concerned, the
money given to assist shallow shows, from
300 feet to 400 feet, promises better results
than the money given to assist deep sinkings.

© Our gold outpuf is decreasing at a fairly
rapid rate; and if the Government are izy-
different, it will not be long before there is
2 scatter in some places in North Queens.
land. When we remember the money gaine«d
and put into circulation in those places, I
think they are entitled to much better treat-
ment than they have received; and I do not
think the £20,000 on the Estimates is any -
thing like a fair or reasonable amount to
%Jrocsipect the whole of the fields of Queens.
and.

£%\Ir. ForsyTH: They have to spend £1 for

Mr. WINSTANLEY : They are willing to
do that.

Mr. Forsyra: They did not exhaust the
vote last year.

Mr., WINSTANLEY : They did not ges
the chance. I know one case in particula, =
where ground was not worked at all, but if
the company could have got assistance the
could have reconsfructed and got to worlse
again. Not only last year, but in previous
years, when we have gone to the Mines Da—
partment with a good case, in some instancess
backed up by the report of the Inspector of
Mines, we have been told that the monex-
was appropriated and all gone.

Mr. ForsyTH: It was not all gone.

[Mr. Winstanley.
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Mr, WINSTANLEY : Does the hon. mem-
ber know better than the Minister for
Mines ?

Mr. Forsyra: I am going by an official
document.

Mr. WINSTANLEY: Has it not been
said that you cannot go by these things, which
are placed before the Committes to mislead
rather than to enlighten? It has been re-
peatedly stated that appropriations have
been made to various companies; yet, for
some reason best known to the Minister, at
the end of the year these moneys have not

en made use of. I think there was
£10,000 on the Estimates for a deviation at
Charters Towers; but it has not been made,
and probably never will be made. An
amount was set aside for the construction of
a railway from Normanton to Cloncurry,
and it is still there. Is not that misleading?
Things appear in these documents that are
misleading instead of giving us correct in-
formation; and I think that the Treasurer,
instead of reading out a Statement to the
Committee, should have enlightened the Com-
mittee as to the real facts bearing on the
position of the State from a financial point
of view. In reference to the Commonwealth
and States, we have heard a great deal about
reiteration and about statements being re-
peated over and over again. So far as the
Commonwealth and States are concerned,
there is a statement appearing here which
has appeared in the Financial Statement for
the last four years—ever since I have been
here—and perhaps it appeared for a good
many years before that. It is in referenoce
to the amount received from the Common-
wealth and in regard to trust funds. It says
here, on page

“1 have already referred to the fact
that the question of interest on trans-
ferred properiies has been dealt with by
the Commonwealth Government, and
that payments of interest at the rate of
3% per cent. per annum since 1910 are
to be made, leaving still open the ques-
tion of amounts which I claim are due
to Queensland for interest prior to lst
July, 1910.”

This is what I want to draw specific atten-
tion to—

It is true that the Commonwealth
Government paid a sum of £6,059,000
in excess of the three-fourths of the Cus-
toms and Iixcise revenue due to the
States under the Braddon clause, which
was, nc doubt, a gain to the States par-
ticipating therein, but, unfortunately,
Queensland was not a sharer in such
distribution, as the bookkeeping clauses
of the Constitution prevented its distri-
bution on a per cépita basis. Thus we
occupy the invidious position of being
the only State in the Commonwealth
that received less than three-fourths of
its net Customs and Excise revenue, the
shortage during the bookkeeping period
being no less a sum than £94,726, while
the other States received large amounts
in excess of the three-fourths of the net
Customs and Excise revenue.”

That has ceased to mislead this Committpe,
but it certainly does mislead people outside
this House, and they are at a loss to under-
stand how it is that Queensland has been
treated in such a way as this. We who are

“here know perfectly well that under the

bookkeeping clauses of the Commonwealth- it
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was provided that the services in Queensland
that were not paying their way had to be
paid for out of the amount coming to
Queensland from the three-fourths of Cus-
toms and Hxcise, and the question arises
would 1t have been a fair thing to ask the
other States to make up Queensland’s de-
ficiency, and then to have an equal division
afterwards. It is nothing but misleading to
say that Queensland was not honestly and
fairly treated by the Commonwealth in this
connection. If our services had all been pay-
ing like those of the other States, we would
have got our larger share like the other
States, but it is neither fair nor just to
make it appear that the State has been
treated by the Commonwealth in a different
manner to the other States. Queensland has
got every cent she is entitled to under the
agrsement entered into when federation came
about. It seems to me to be like the boy
who exchanged his marbles for chocolates,
and then, when he has eaten the chocolates,
cried, because he had got neither marbles
nor chocolates. The Queensland Government
knew when they entered the federation that
these services were not paying, and that the
deficiency would have to be paid for out of
the three-fourths share coming to us from
Customs and Excise dues. It is about time
that this argument sas dropped altogether.
I would like to say a word or two about the
savings banks. I am sorry, as a Queens-
lander, that some sort of understanding was
not arrived at between the States and the
Commonwealth as to the running of the
savings banks, because it must be plain to
anyone—cven to a casual observer—that
there iz not room for these two banks,
either in Queensland or probably in any
of the other States. It must be plain to
everyone that it is going to be a great deal
more ecxpensive for the State to run the
Savings Bank under existing conditions than
it was in days gone by. There can be no
get away from it, that had it not been for
the Commonwealth establishing a bank and
expressing their intention of establishing a
branch of the Savings Bank as well, things
would have remained in Queensland much
as ther have been for year: past. (Hear,
hear!) Members have already pointed out
the disabilities and disadvantages which
people in the Northern parts of the State
have laboured under in comparizon with the
people in Brisbane. That has not been re-
moved yet, but immediately the Common-
wealth entered into the business there was
a stir amongst the dry bones. Provision was
mads for accepting deposits up to £500,
and the 1s. charge for keeping the accounts
was abolished. new offices were opened, and
other facilities provided which would not
have been provided had the monopoly re-
mained in the hands of the State. For that
reascn I do not think that the State is en-
titled to all the sympathy. The peoplehave
got so used to going to the Post Office in
connection with the Savings Bank that I
am sure that the Commonwealth will scoop
a good deal of the new business. The State
have established branches of the Bank in
the court houses, but that will only lose
businers for them, as that is about the last
place that people wish to go to. With the
exception of the lockup, it 1s really the last
place the people would wish to go to when
they have got money to invest. I am
sorry that an amicable understanding was
not come to between the Commonwealth and
the States so far as the transactions of the
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Savings Bank were concerned. We know
from past experience how the Savings Banks
were run. There was no margin ab all, and
they did not leave anything after the ex-
penses were paid, and unless there is a
change in that direction the Savings Banks
are going to be run at a loss by the State
under existing conditions. It is all very well
for people to say that Queenslanders will
put their money into the State banks because
the money will be spent in Queensland. As
a rule, capital looks for the greatest rate
of interest. I know that hon. members op-
posite would not hesitate about investing
their money in New South Wales if they
thought they would get 2 or & per cent.
more than they get in Queensland.’ Capital
knows no creed or country. At one time
people spoke about the Commonwealth as
if it were a foreign country, but people
are getting to know it better, and know it
is no different to the States. I think the
whole thing might have been obviated, and
an understanding come to whereby one bank
would have remained, and there would have
been neither the friction nor the_m_croa,sed
expenditure there will be under existing con-
ditions, and if it comes to a question of real
competition, I am inclined to think the Com-
monwealth would have much the better of it.
Just a word or two in reference to land set-
tlement. Something has already been said
about land seitloment, and there is one polnt
I wish to make in connection therewith,
and that is with regard to the revenue Te-
ceived at the present time from Crown tim-
ber. The Treasurer, in his Statement, says—

 Another feature in the operations of
the Lands Department which indicates
the present general prosperity, and_ par-
ticularly the activity 1n the building
trade, is the greatly increased demand
for Crown timbers. The revenue from
this source has increased sixfold in a
period of seven years, and for the past
year reached the unprecedented total of
£62,239.”

We often hear members opposite talking
about “ killing the goose that lays the golden
ogg,” and if this is not “Lilling the goose
that lays the golden egg,” I do not know
what is, 'There has not been the slightest
attempt made at reafforestation, while 1In
other countries they practically grow their
¢imber as quick as they cut it. Here they
clear the timber = wholesale, and, unfor-
tunately, a great deal is going out of the
State. = And more important still, some of
the people do not get anything like a fair
price for the timber they are selling. This
revenue is being taken 1n a great many 1in-
stances from localities where some of the
revenue ought to be disbursed. Previous to
the meeting of Parliament I spent nearly a
fortnight in the Atherton district, and I have
no hesitation in saying that some of the
money being taken from that district in the
shape of royaity on timber ought to be spent
in the district in making roads. In that dis-
trict the Glovernment have established a State
farm and some very useful experiments have
been made. They are showing the people
what can be produced and how to produce
it, bub what is the good of showing the
farmers what can be produced when it is
impossible to get the produce to market
after it is produced? The roads in that dis-
trict, after rain, are nothing more or less
than quagmires. In this particular instance
T met one individual who had made a road
for his own private use. The road was over

Mr., Winstanley.]



a creek, and as soon as he got the road clear
and put up a bridge the Covernment sold
the timber which was on a reserve in the
neighbourhood, and they made use of this
man’s bit of road, and before a week was
over they broke down the bridge over the
creelc. There are scores of men in that dis-
trict who have been struggling for the past
three or four years, and 1t is quite evident
they will not_ continue the struggle unless
some attempt is made to enable them to get
their produce to market. I believe that the
Government have even claimed some of the
timber on the roads and have sold it to the
bighest bidder, which is not helping these
men who had put up with so many mconve-
niences. If Iand settlement is going to be
bona fide, better conditions will have to
be provided for these people. The returns
show that land settlement is taking place
in a great many instances, not for the
purpose  of producing something from the
land, but for speculative purposes. What has
taken place in other districts will certainly
take place in the Atherton district if the
settlers do not receive some more considera-
tion than thev have received up to the
present time. The pioneers in this district,
and probably in a great many other districts,
are not getting either a fair or reasonable
deal from the Government, and they ought to
be given a better chance, when ther have
produced something, of getting it to market
than they have at the present time. There
are onc or two things in connection with
the dairying industry to which I wish to
draw attention. There ate one or two things
which, to me, appear bits of problems, but
probably the hon. member for Aubigny will
enlighten us. It seoms to me the dairying
industry, like other industries, is going back-
ward instead of forward. The Treasurer
states—

* Probably our interstate trade is equal
in value to the oversea, but in the absence
of statistics, figures cannot be ventured
upon. The position of the industry last
year will be made plainer from the
knowledge that the return of dairy cows,
dry and in milk, was less by 8,349 than
number for 1910, the figures re-
speetively being 357,005 and 365,444, and
this i3 to be accounted for by the nurm-
ber of dairymen who had to cease opera.-
tions owing to the want of feed.”

It is difficalt for one to understand what has
become of the dairy cattle. One can undex-
stand the men giving up dairying, but what
has becoms of the cattle?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: They
are being used on stations for breeding pur-
poses.

Mr. WINSTANLEY : These were dairy
cattle, and the probabilities are, they had
not gone to stations.. These cattle have
practically disappeared, and, in addition, thae
number of cattle in the State has also de-
creased. We hear a lot about the potentiali-
ties of this State, and the wonderful thingrs
being done in the State, but figures like these
certzinly put another construction on thre
matter, and put it in another light alto-
gether.

Mr. WiENHOLT : We had a very bad seasora.

Mr. WINSTANLEY : I do not know that¢
the season has been so terribly bad. X+t
(rin_ag have been bad, but the cattle have noy
~died.

[fr. Winstanley.
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The SECRETARY POR AGRICULTURE : Hun-

dreds of them have died.

Mr. WINSTANLEY: As a matter of fact,
as far as the rest of the cattle are concerned,
the loss during the dry time does not count
at all, as the returns are for 1911, although
it may as far as dairy cattle are concerned.

Mr. Wrenmorr: It does affect the other
cattle. We could not brand the calves.
Mr. WINSTANLEY: That may be so,

but it appears to me be a very lame excuse.

The Pruaier: What object would there
be to misrepresent the matter?

Mr. WINSTANLEY: We have pointed
out quite a number of things Whl(‘jll it 18
difficult to underscand. Why are they p“f’
here in the form in which they are?
When one secks information on them the

thing is wiped on one side by a
[10.30 p.m.] wave of the hand, which is no

answer at all. If, during the dry
time we had last vear, a large humber of
cattle were lost, particularly in the dairying
districts, which are in the most favoured por-
tions of the State, then the prospects of the
future are not too bright, because we cannot
expect to get the seasons that we have had
in years gone by.

The PrEMiEr: It is very rarely we have
such a dry summer as we had last year.

Mr. WINSTANLEY: The probabilities
are that we shall have a drought again.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: DBecause
things are bad in Charters Towers ?

Mr. WINSTANLEY : I have been less in
my home in Charters Towers than anywhers
else. )

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Because
mining is bad in Charters Towers, 1t does
not mean that mining is going to the dogs.

Mr. WINSTANLEY : There is no_ doubt
that as far as goldmining is concerned, year
by year it is going down, and thgz Govern-
ment has done nothing to help i, a,.nd if
they do anything this year, they will be
making a new departure. When we con-
trast the statements that are made and the
figures which are given now with the state-
ments made three years ago, when we were
passing the :£10,000,000 loan, and passing
2,000 miles of railway in one sesslon—_—we
heard all about the wonderful potentialities
of the State—we see a great difference. Now
we find that there are about 600 miles of
these railways practically at a standstill, and
some of the railways are stopping at places
where they will earn no revenue, and 1t is
quite evident that money Is not going to be
borrowed at the rate it has been obtained
in the past. As pointed out this afternoon,
the question is, whether we are going to be
able to borrow money at the rate of interest
demanded, so as to go on with our publie
works policy as we have done in the past.
We paid quite enough for our money in the
past—quite enough for us to be enabled to
earn the interest on it. If we are not going
to be able to get money at 3, 3}, or 4 per
cent., then unless we ean make better in-
vestments than we have done with our money
in the past, even in conmection with our rail-
ways, it is time some consideration was
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given to the railway policy. The railways
passed last session were passed not with the
expressed intention of constructing them
straight away, but for other purposes en-
tirely. The Rosewood to Marburg Railway
went through three or four years ago, and
I asked the Minister at that time what was
going to make the railway revenue-produc-
ing. The country was settled. I made the
statement then that unless there was some-’
thing more than a few cans of cream it was
not going to be revenue-producing.

Mr. HawmirroN: It is not revenue-pro-
ducing.

Mr. WINSTANLEY : It pays 18s., or less
than 1 per cent., now, and that is probably as
much as it will pay for a long time to come.
Other railways are in the same position—they
are not paying for axle-grease. When we
remember the statements which were made
about this -wonderful railway policy, the
things which were said on this side have
been proved up to the hilt. Members on this
side said then that the trans-state railway
would be a white elephant, and it is quite
evident the Government are coming round to
the same idea. While they were advocates of
the system of extending the railway to the
setting sun, no one objected to that.

_ The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You oh-
ject to the Southern agricultural lines?

Mr. WINSTANLEY: I object to the
Southern agricultural lines that are not re-
quired. The point was that agricultural
lines could be made in some parts of the
State within 10 miles of each other, while
in connection with lines like the Malanda
to Millaa Millaa, where men have been in-
duced to take up land, and are trying to
cultivate it, they have to wait for a railway
till heaven knows when; and this is only
a sample of other places where railways have
been promised. There has been good ground
for the statements made, not only from this
side, but by some of the Government's own
friends, as to the necessity for the Govern-
ment taking into consideration more
seriously than they have done as to where
the money is to come from to build these
railways, and to do some of the things they
proposed at that time. There are one or
two other matters that I intended to deal
with, but they can probably be dealt with
just as effectively on the Hstimates, and I
will reserve anything I have to say for
that time. °

Mr. CRAWFORD: I move the adjourn-

ment of the debate.

The House resumed. The TEMPORARY CHAIR-
MaN reported progress, and the Committee
obtained leave to sit again to-morrow.

DISTRICT COURTS BILL.
Message FrROM COUNCIL.

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of
a message from the Council forwarding this
Bill for the concurrence of the Legislative
Assembly.

The consideration of the Council’s message
was made an Order of the Day for to-
morrow.

The House adjourned at twenty-two minutes
to 11 o’clock.
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