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WEDNESDAY, 7 AUGUST, 1912. 

The SPEAKER (Hon W. D. Armstrong, 
Lockyer) took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

QUESTIONS. 

MELBOURNE STREET REFRESHMENT-ROOMS. 

Mr. BOUCHARD (South Brisbane) asked 
the Secretary fol" Railways-

" 1. Has the Commissioner for Rail­
ways received a claim from the late 
lescee of the refre"hment-rooms at Mel­
bourne Street (South Brisbane) Railway 
Station for <:lamage sustained by her 
owing to the defective condition of the 
lavatory at that station? 

" 2. If so, has the claim been con­
si<:lered or dealt with, and what tle­
cision has been come to by the Com­
missioner with regard thereto? 

" 3. Will the Minister lay upon the 
table of the House copies of all cor­
re6pondcnce, reports, and other docu­
ments relating to the said claim, and 
generally to the said lessee"s tenancy at 
the said refreshment-rooms? " 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. W. T. Paget, Mackay) replied-

" 1. Yes. 
"2. Litigation is now pending between 

the parties in respect of other refresh­
ment-rooms, and it is thought advisable 
to treat all matters in dispute as sub 
judice. 

"3. All papers are now with the 
Crown Solicitor." 

RAILWAYS BUILT UNDER GUARANTEE AcT. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY (Queenton) a,ked the 
Secretary for Railways-

" 1. How many lines have been built 
under the Railway Guarantee Act? 

" 2. ·what number of these are pay­
ing? 

" 3. What number are not paying? 
" 4. In how many cases has the valua­

tor been appointe<:] under the Act? 
"5. In how manv cases have the de­

ficiencies been paid by ratepayers in 
benefited areas, and the amount in each 
case? 

"6. "What number of lines have failed 
to make up the deficiency, and the 
amount due in each case? " 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied-

" 1. Twenty. 
"2. Four. 
"3. Four. 
" 4. In every case where deficiency has 

been or is being defined. 
"5. In two cas<'s-Dalby-Bell to 30th 

June, 1909, £1,535 approximately out of 
£1,770; Caboolture-1\'oodford to 30th 
June, 1910, c-£475 13s. 7d. 

"6. One-vi2;., Dalby-Bell, £235." 

STAMP OFFICE INQUIRY. 

Mr. BOUCHARD asked the Chief Secre· 
tr~ry, for the Attorney-General-

" 1. Referring to the inquiry regarding 
the administration of the Stamp Oflie<> 
recently held before His Honour Judge 
Macnaughton, has His Honour made his 
report thereon? 

" 2. What is the substance of the 
report? 

" 3. \Viii the Premier lay a copy of 
His Honour's report on the table of the 
House 'I" 

The PREMIER (Hon. D. F. Denham, 
Oxley) replied-

" 1. Yes. 
" 2 and 3. It is not considered desirable 

to make the report, Oi" any part of it, 
public." 

ST. DAVID'S DAY. 

Mr. FOLEY (M1tndinoburm) asked the 
Horne Secretary--

" Can he give the House any good 
reason why he omitted to inciude the 
first day of :March (St. David's Day) in 
the New Holidays Bill now before Par­
liament?'' 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. G. 
Appel, Alb[rt) replied-

" This day has never been recognised 
as a public holiday, and no reasor;s have 
been advanced for its recogmtwn as 
such.'' 

UsE OF INQUIRY CoUR'I' RooM. 
Mr. RYAN (Banoo) asked the Chief Secre­

tary, for the Attorney-General-
" 1. Has not the Governmen~ any 

authority oYer the purposes ior whwh the 
inquiry court room may be used? . 

"2. For what purposes was the m­
quiry court room used on J\lloHday, 29th 
July? 

"3. \Vas not the inquiry court room 
closed to the gemral public on Monday, 
2'Jth July? If so, why?" 

The PREMIER replied-­
" 1. Yes. 
" 2. A number of men called at the 

inquiry court room and requested. Mr. 
Neilson, who presides there, to_ w1tnes11 
their signatures, and he comphed. 

"3. No." 

MINING FOR COAL AND MINERAL OIL 
BILL. 

T'Iurm READING. 

On the motion of the SECRETAR'(.. FOR 
MINES (Hen .. J. G. Appel, Alb, rt), this Bill 
was read a third time, and ordered ~o be 
transmitted to the Legislative Counml by 
mE'ssage in the usual form. 

TRADE, COUPONS BILL. 
INTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING. 

On the motion of the 'I'REASURER 
(Hon. W. H. Barn<"S, Bulim~a), this Bill, 
introduced in Committee, was read a first 
time. The second readin::r was made an 
Order of the Day for to-morrow. 
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REGISTRATION OF FIR:\1S ACT 
AMEND:\IENT BILL. 

INTRODlO('TION Al\D FIRST READING. 

On the mation of the TREASURER, 
this Bill, introduced in Committee, ;was 
rh1d a first time. The second reading was 
ntade an Order of the Day for to-mo.rrow. 

LOCAL AUTHORITIES ACT AMEND­
MENT BILL. 

IN'£RODUCTION. 
The HmlE SECRETARY (Hon. J. G. 

Appel, Albtrt) : I beg to move-
" That it is dE>'irable that a Bill be 

introduced to amend the Local .. \uthori­
ties Aut:•, 1902 to 1910, and to repeal 
the Stage Carriages Act of 1835, cer­
tain sections o£ ;the Carriers Act •of 
lo66, and the Carriers Act o£ 1866 
Amendment Act." 

Mr. LENNON: No amendment of the Bris­
baile Tramways Act? 

The Hmm SECRE1'ARY: 'Iha.t is not within 
1ny adrninist:, ,,}~t.ion. 

Mr. BARBEl~ (Bwtlaberu): I should 
like to know whether, in the proposE>d 
amending Bill, thP hon. gentleman has 
provided that any officer o.r servant in the 
employ of a shire council, or municipal 
ccuncil, wili be di"qualified in future from 
being appointed as a valuator for that 
body. I think some amendment of that 
character has been sent by the loc<1l antho­
rities to the han. gentleman. · 

Tl:j,e HQ.:I.lE SECRETARY: No, certainly 
not, because in the gc-aier number of cases 
the v<:luator is ,,n officer permanently ap­
pointed and employed by the l00al autho­
rity. No such representation has ever been 
made to the Ho• ''"' Dep~trtment in reference 
to thar particular subject. 

Mr. R\RBER. I thought the local autho­
ritic•· sent you a recommendation that these 
officers should be appointed by the Auditor­
General. 

Quesiion put and passed. 

FIRST READING. 

The I--Iousc resu1ned, and the resolution was 
agrp. d tn. The Bill was re:'d a first time, 
and the sc cond r0ading made an Order of 
the day for to-morrow. 

COMMONWEALTH DEPOSI'l' BILL. 

INITIATION IN COMMITTEE. 

The TREASURER mov-ed-
,, That it is deeirable that a Bill be 

in:·mduced to authorise the acceptance 
by th' Treasurer of :he S:ate of Queens­
land of the sum of £1,000,000 from the 
Commonwealth of Au,otraiia. as a fixed 
depc 'it for one· year from the 5th March, 
1912, bearing inte-rest at th.· rate of 
£3 '0s. per centum p"r annum." 

Mr. HARDACRE (Leichhardt) eaid he 
proposed to move an am<endment substituting 
the word " validate " for the word 
" authorise" ; and he thought that the 
amendment "auld appeal to the common 
sens of hon. members as being grammatically 
correc'. More than that, th<ere was no doubt 

[llfr. Barber. 

that the phraseolog~· used i~ the motion was-­
intended to slur over, or hide, or lessen the 
scriousne·; of the position in which the. Go­
vernment found thembclves. It was evident 
that the action of the Government had. to 
be validated. They had done an unconstitu­
tional thing, an illegal thing; an?- unless 
their illegal action was made lepl It . would 
stand a·s an illegal action for ev-er. W1th the 
phraseology adopt-ed, the moti~n really .meant 
that the Government v:: .• nteu authonty to 
obtain another loan of £1,000,000 from the 
Commonwealth Government. He did not 
know whether the Treasurer wanted to get 
another loan in addition to the £1,000,000 
he had already obtained. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: He would like another 
million on the same terms. 

Mr. HARDACRE: \Vhat the Government 
did at the time w:,,s perhaps justifiable under 
the circumstances, because the country was 
then in a most deplorable condition as far 
as our loan funds were concerned, though 
the finances were in an (.Xceedingly good 
position as far as revenue was concerned~ 
'fhe deplorable condition of the loan fund 
w.1s brought about by r~cklcssLE''' and ''ant 
of foresight on the part of the Government,. 
and by their neglect to take the .House mto. 
their confidence in the last sesswn of tha 
last Pariiamcnt. In a former debate he 
made charges against the Government in 
connection with the finances, and the Secre­
tary for Agriculture. recognising the gravity 
of the charg<cs, made a statement, and gave 
some figures; but tho:;e figures corroborated 
to the hilt everything he had said-the,­
oven made the position worse than he ha.< l 
pointed out-i£ that were possible. The hon. 
t;entleman stated the amount of money they 
had in the Bank of England was £538,000; 
at call in the Queensland National B~nk 
£915,000; extended deposits here amountmg 
to £ 122 000; deposits with the Agent­
G pneral, '£8J,OOO; deposited with the Bank of 
England £750,000. Altogether there was 
a total ~f £2,791,000, from which was t'! be 
deduchd the £1,000,000 already obtamed 
from the Commonwealth Govf'rnment, leav· 
ing a. cr•·dit balance of £1,791,000. And he 

said triumphantly that that ''as 
[4 p.m.] an answer to my statement. In-

cluding the £1,000,000 borrowed 
from the Commonwealth, we had £1,791,000, 
including everything. Deducting the amount 
of £422.000 which was locked up m the 
Que' nsland N utional Bani~ on extep.ded d;e­
posit for years, the depcsit of £7b0,000 m 
London for payment of ~tee! rail", and the 
£89,000, which was practic.Jly pocket money 
for the Agent-General in Lundon for current 
expenses, and hho deductmg the £915,000 m 
the Queen·.,Jand National Bank, which was 
required for current ~xpenses, it left the 
Government in tho most deplorable position 
of not having enough mcmey to <\crry on 
authorised public works. ln the Treasury 
statement published in the GazEtte on .31st 
March, to "hich the Secretary for Agrwul­
t ure roferrf'd him, he found the figures the 
han. gentleman mcntion,·d, and he found 
there a numbn of accounts which could 
le;"itimateh be Ubed for loan purpues. There 
was on::o; si~nificant itmn there. The a.mount 
to the credit of the loan fund on 31st March, 
I' -,s £1,037,000, after the Government had 
borrowed £1,000,000 froHl the Com11oonwealth 
Government. 

The TREASURER: That is a misstatement­
plus the £1,000,000, not including it,. (Go­
vernment laughter.) You're a nice fellow .. 
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Mr. HARDACRE : It does not make very 
much difference. 

The PREMIER: It makes all the difference. 
You don't understand it, and never will. 

Mr. MAY: £1,000,000 is nothing! 

Mr. HARDACRE : The Government had 
completed the Commonwealth loan on 23rd 
February, nearly five weeks before the 
Treasurer's figures were published and 
therefore he had a right to assume that the 
later figures included the amount borrowed 
from the Commonwealth. If there was a 
mistake, it was not his fault as he was 
quoting the official figures published in the 
Gazette. 

The TREASURER: Have you not already told 
us that £750,000 had to be transfe~red to 
London? 

Mr. fL~RDACRE : Yes. The figures he 
had quoted showed that the position was 
even worse than he showed it to be in his 
previous criticism. The Treasurer knew 
.that £750,000 had been sent to London to pay 
for steel rails. 

The TREASURER : I did not say anything 
about payment for steel rails. You made 
that statement. 

Mr. HARDACRE: It was quite true the 
han. gentleman did not say that the money 
w'-:s sent to the old country to pay for steel 
rarls, but, all the same, it was because the 
Premier said so. ' 

The TREASURER: I don't mind what you 
say on your own account, but don't associate 
me with a statement I never mgde in this 
House. 

Mr. HARDACRE : The Treasurer did not 
~ay it was sent to pay for steel rails, but 
1t was sent for that purpose. The Premier 
told the three Brisbane daily papers that 
QUt of the £1,000,000 borrowed from the 
Commonw&alth, £750,000 had to be sent to 
LC!ndon for the purpose of paying for steel 
rail~. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: We had 
a million and a-quarter there to meet it. 

Mr. HARDACRE : There was a total 
.amount of £1,791,000 in hand all told in­
cluding the £1,000,000 borrowed from' the 
Commonwealth. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: No­
£2, 791,000. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: Then the Premier mis­
led us. 

The TREASURER: £1,000,000 amounts to 
t;~othing. 

Mr. HARDACRE: He was giving the 
best side of things that the Government 
could put before them. The Commonwealth 
loan was obtained in February, and they 
were spending at the rate of £300,000 a 
month from the loan fund. They· had four 
months to run before Parliament could 
meet, which meant a loan expenditure of 
£1,200,000 out of the £1,791,000, all the 
finances told, and here they were practically 
running themselves sh01:t of every penny 
-they had in the world in all their accounts. 

The TREASURER: That is not correct. 

Mr. HARDACRE : According to the quar­
terly statement of the Treasury, it was cor­
rect. 

The TREASURER: In your criticism try to 
.dissociate the Government from the ~ountry 

If you want to damage the Government, that 
is all right, but don't damage the country. 
(Opposition laughter.) 

Mr. HARDACRE: It was the Govern­
ment who were damaging the country. It 
was the Government who were not doing a 
fair thing by the country. The Opposition 
were doing the b£,;t thing for the country 
by bringing before the notice of the country 
the reckless financing of the Government. 

The bell indi<,ated that the hon. member's 
time had expired. 

Mr. HARD,'l.CRE: He would take his 
<''xtra time. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: No; save your time 
to speak later on. 

Mr. HARDACRE: He would save his· 
time until ,a later period. 

The TREASURER rose to speak. 
Mr. MURPHY : Th'J amendment has not 

been put yet . 
Original question stated. 

Mr. MURPHY (Burke) rose to a point Qf 
order. \Vas the amendment moved by the 
hon. member for Leichhardt in order ac­
cording tQ the Standing Orders? 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! The hon. 
member for Leichhardt moved no amend­
ment. 

Mr. HARDACRE •and other OPPOSITION MEM­
BERS : Yes, yes ! 

Mr. MURPHY: He thought that the hon. 
member for Leichhardt moved his amend­
ment. At any rate, he indicated it and said 
what it was. 

The CHAIRMAN: He did not move any 
.amendment, and that wa,c why l put th .. 
original question. 

Mr. HARDACRE : If he omitted to move 
the amendment it w.as a mistake. He mQved 
the deletion Qf the word " authorise," with 
the view of inserting· the word " validate" 
in its stead. He would take his second five 
minutes now, and refer to the statement of 
the Secretary for Agriculture. The Secre­
tary ,for Agriculture stat-ed that there was 
£1,791,000-

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : In 
addition to the Commonwealth loan. 

Mr. HARDACRE: Ye•; but it included 
"J\.iiscellaneous Account," which could not 
properly be used for loan purposes. 

The TREASURER : Of course it can. Don't 
you know that the Minister can use the 
Savings Bank mcneyd and other moneys? 
I will speak .about it in .a moment. 

Mr. HARDACRE : He knew that the 
Treasurer woulcl use .anything at all. 

The TREASURER: We do it l<>gally. 

Mri HARDACRE: Anybody who looked 
through the figures would see that the Go­
vernment had come to the end of their 
tether. Even supposin:r the Government 
were able to calry on wrth the loan mQney, 
there was such a narrow margin that if any­
thing had happened by which they would 
not have been able to get a loan floated in 
London, they should have been in most de­
plorable financial straits in Queensiand. It 
was no new thing for him or members of 
the Opposition to bring this matter ,beforQ 

Mr. Hardacre.] 
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the Government, .as they had pointed out 
session after session that the Government 
were going on in a reckless way. They 
warned them of the dangers that were ahead 
of them. They pointed out the disasters 
that had overtaken the New ZeaLand Go­
vernment and also other Australian States, 
and t~ey pointed out in the_ history of Queens­
land Itself when the same kind of reckless 
policy was carried on. In spite of .all those 
warnings, however, the Government went on 
full steam ahead bringing down a pro­
gramme of public works, including many 
railway lines, without the slightest care or 
consideration .as to what might happen on 
the loan market, and in that w.ay they ran 
themselves to the last tether. Something 
was . said about the majority of members 
passmg the rai1ways, but the minority did 
not vote for them. The minority only voted 
for some of them. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : Only 
those which suited you. 

The bell indicated that the han. member's 
further time had expired. 

Mr. HARDACRE: He would take his 
further five minutes lat-er on. 

The CHAIRMAN : Do I understand the 
han. member to move that the word " autho­
rise" be delet-ed and the word " validate" 
substituted instead? 

Mr. HARDACRE: Yes. 

The CHAIRMAN : Then I do not con­
sider that the amendment is in order .and I 
cannot receive it. That amencfme'nt has 
already been dealt with by the House and 
cannot be accepted. 

Th_e TRE~SURER: The majority of the 
publw outside would readily understand 
that some of the arguments which the han. 
membe_r for Leic)lhardt used that day were 
exceedmgly unfair and were not according 
to fact, and he regretted to say that those 
re:narks would le1we an impression on the 
mmds of some people, and create a feeling 
that ~~uld be disastrous to Queensland. 
(Opposit_wn laughter.) He had nothing to 
say agamst the han. member if he tried in 
a fair way to injure the Ministry, but when 
he got up and made stat;:ments which he 
knew would go beyond the four wails of 
the Hou.s~· .. and made statements which would 
very materially damage Queensland, then 
the han. member forgot his position as one 
of the leading mnn on the Opposition side of 
the House. 

Mr. HUNTER: That is tripe. 

The TR;EASURER: When an han. gen­
tleman said that what wa> being said was 
tripe it showed that he had a very poor 
C<Jnception of the situation. 

Mr. HUNTER: It is pure tripe. 

The TREASURER: The han. member for 
Leichhardt was quite right in saying that 
the ~ous" endorsed the policy by which a 
certam amount of. money was to be SJien~­
and he would remmd hon. members opposite 
that the Government party went to the coun­
try on a clear and distinct and defined 
policy-- · -

Mr. COYNE: 
OPPOSITION 

strike. 

What was the policy? 
MEMBERS : The strike ; the 

The TREASURER : The Government 
went to the countrv on a clear and defined 
policy. " 

[Mr. Hardacre. 

Mr. PAYNE (Mitchell) rose to a point of 
order. Was the Treasurer in order in talk­
ing about going to the country in dealing 
with the motion before the House. He was. 
wandering all over the place. (Laughter.). 

The TREASURER: He had to reply to 
the interjections that came acro~s the Cham­
ber, and he could say that " the fly in the· 
ointment " was that the electors, in their 
wisdom, returned the Government to power 
again. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS dissenting and inter­
jecting. 

The CHAIRMAN : I must ask the han. 
member for Kennedy to refrain from mak­
ing disorderly interjections. He has been 
at it the whole afternoon. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: I only interjected once. 

The TREASURER: One han. gentleman, 
Mr. Adamson-he forgot the name of hiil 
constituency-(Opposition laughter.} 

Mr. BowMAN: He represents Rockhampton, 
the most important city in the Central dis­
trict. 

Mr. HUNTER rose to a point of order. 
Was the Treasurer speaking to the amend­
ment which had been ruled out of order, or 
was he speaking to his motion? 

The TREAE\URER : I am speaking to m:y 
motion. 

Mr. HUNTER asked for the Chairman's·. 
ruling. 

The CHAIRMAN: The Treasurer i10 
sp~aking to his own motion, in reply to the 
hon. member for Leichhardt. 

The TREASURER really could not con­
ceive how any han. member could object to 
the Minister in charge replying, especially 
when the han. member for Leichhardt was. 
allowed to proceed to the fullr·st extent in 
connection with the matter; and surely it 
was an indication of a weak case when a 
member got up to defend the Government, 
and Queensland, that they should try to put 
him down. The han. member for Rockhamp­
ton, in dealing with matters of finance, com­
plained that the Government had too much 
money in hand, and that they Fhould have. 
waited a certain time-until they really abso­
lutely needed money-before they went on 
borrowing. He (Mr. BarneR) sctid at the 
time it "auld be an extraordinary thing to 
allow them to run right out before receiv­
ing further supplies of money. What was 
the real position? The House, on the one 
hand, were committed to the expenditure of 
a certain amount of money for the develop­
ment of Queensland, and that policy was 
being carried out by the Government. '\Vhat 
was the statement made by the Premier yes­
terday in connection with this very measure? 
The Premier stated that the financc"s of the 
country we,re in a satisfactory condition, and 
that with a view to looking ahead and mak­
ing provision he (Mr. Barnes) was on his 
wav to Melbourne to discuss financial mat­
ters with their mpresentative in London, Sir 
Thomas Robinson, when the Prime Minister 
of the Commonwealth wired, offering the 
State a million of money. That amount of 
money was accepted, as thE> House knew, and 
as the Bill explained, and he diccussed other 
financial matters with Sir Thomas Robin­
son. Was any han. member acting fairly 
in getting up and making the sta~ements 
which had been made when it had been 
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clearly demonstrated that the Government 
had at the end of March £1 791 518 plus 
the £1,000,000 borrowed from the' Cm'nmon­
wea!th? 

Mr. HARDACRE : In the loan fund? 
The TREASURER : To the credit of the 

loan and various funds. Members on the 
Government side had repeatedly made the 
statement that the amount on hand was over 
£2,000,000, and that was absolutely correct. 
Was a country with a ?redit of £2,791,518 
9s. 6d. OJ?- the verge of msolvency? Was it 
a fan· thmg for any hon. member to get up 
and say that the country was in a desperate 
stat<>, and that certain things had to be 
do11e? Now, as to the various funds. It 
was knowp by every han. member that there 
";'ere . varwus cr,•dit balances from time to 
tune m hand, and those credit balance:; might 
be used, and . ~ere used, in making the 
necessary provrswn as prescribed by Parlia­
ment. Ever;rthing was. d?ne legally, and 
yet they wore told, not:vrthstanding they 
had those balance2, whrch were clearly 
sho;vn by _the Secretary for Agriculture to 
be m hana~they had at call in the Queens­
land National Bank on 31st March £915,677 
14s. ; they had extended deposits totalling 
£432,530, apd they had deposit•, in the Bank 
of E11glana totalling £750,000~and yet the 
hor:- member, apparently for the sake of 
trymg to get. some. party kudos, was pre­
pared to sacrrfice hrs country. 

Mr. COYNE _rose to a point of order. Was 
the Treasurer m order in imputing motives 
to the han. member for Leichhardt? 

The TREASURER: Mr. Stodart---

j\;!r. COYNE: He wanted the Chairman's 
rulr_ng. Vv as th~ Treasurer in order in im­
pu~mg bas•• motrves to the han. member for 
Lmchhardt? 

The CHAIRMAN : I do not think the 
Treasurer itnputed any base motive to the 
hen. membi"l·. 

Mr. COYNE: Ye~, he did. He said the 
han. member was prepared to sacrifice his 
country. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: It could not be baser. 
The THE.·\. SuRER : Was it fair that a 

statn:,ent such_ ~s that should be made in 
the Housa, whu:!l would, of course, damage 
Queen eland? He had conclusivelv proved 
that t:w accounts on the 31st M;,rch dis­
c!;;sed tho Let . that there was between 
.£.:,000,000 and £3,000,000 available. 

JY~r. LENNON: Extended deposits are not 
avarlable. 

The TREASURER : Granting that the 
han. member was correct there, still there was 
an amount of oyer £2,000,000, and therefore 
he was correct m saying that there was be­
tween £2,000,000 and £3,000,000 available. 
He hoped han. members would rise above 
petty party politics, and not do anything 
that waul~ injure the position of Queens­
land. Whrlst other States just prior to the 
Government borrowing had to be content 
apparently, to take amounts of money short 
da.ted, Queensland, their credit being so good 
on the London money market, was able to 
~oat a loan, and bearing in mind the posi­
tron of the money. market generally, they 
we~e able to float It on a very satisfactory 
basis. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: What was the term­
twenty-eight years or forty years? 

The TREASURER : Forty years. 

Mr. HARDACRE: The Treasurer had 
made a very weak reply, and had evaded 
the very points at issue. He told them that 
the Government had between £2,000,000 and 
£3,000,000 to their credit on the 31st March, 
but that was after borrowing £1,000,000 
from the Commonwealth Government, leav­
ing only £1,791,000 on hand previously; and 
now the Treasurer admitted there had aloo 
to be deducted extendrc·d deposits leaving only 
£1,200,000 before the Commonwealth loan 
was secured. The Government were spend­
ing money at the rate of £300,000 a month, 
and they had four months to go before 
Parliament met, which showed the Govern­
ment would either have to go on the mar­
ket with another loan without authority--

The TREASURER : We had authority. 

Mr. HARDACRE : Before they could get 
authority to borrow money to carry on public 
works. -

The TREASURER: We had authority. 
Mr. HARDACRE : There was something 

more than that. It was admitted that the 
Government had £750,000 to pay out of that 
million for steel rails. 

The TREASURER: No. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: The state­

ment you read does not show that. 

Mr. HARDACRE: They had to pay 
£750,000 for steel rails. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: l say we 
had not. 

Mr. HARDACRE : He was using the Pre­
mier's authority, who stated that the State 
had to pay £750,000 for steel rails. 

The TREASURER: He never said any such 
thing. Read what he said. 

Mr. HARDACRE: He had read it before. 
It was as follows:-

" In London a sum was required 
amounting to £750,000 to pay for steel 
rails." 

Mr. KIRWAN: That is plain English. 
Mr. HARDACRE : Therefore, he had a 

right to say that the Government were run­
ning the country into danger. The Treasu;rer 
had accused him (Mr. Hardacre) of usmg 
his position for party purposes. He had re­
frained from making any criticisms on these 
matters until after the Government had 
floated their loan in the old country, so that 
he should not do anything to injure--

The Tm:AS'CRER : Y au said it in public at 
the opening of the Belmont line, before the 
loan was floated. 

Mr. HARDACRE: The Treu;urer's re­
marks had proved that what he (Mr. Hard­
-acre) had said was correct. What he had 
said at the time was that if they got into 
any financial difficulties in the future it 
would be the duty of this party to assist 
the Government to get out of those diffi­
culties. 

The TREMURER: You s:tid more than that. 
Mr. HARDACRE: ITe merely mentioned 

it in that "·ay; but tho Tr<c:csurer, with his 
hyper-sensitiveness under the present circum· 
stances, ·breathed out something .about dis­
loyalty. He contended that he was acting 
in the best interests of Queensland in trying 
to -prevent the -Government getting into the 
former fimmcial difficulties. They h&d 
warned them before where they were going 

11{ r. H arduc're.] 
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to, alhl they were doing it now, in order to 
put a skp to this headlong policy, and to 
go fairly slow so far :as their public works 
polic,;· was vmcerned. He did not object 
to introducing loan money, but there was 
too gn<lt a danger in a loan policy of that 
kir:d. It inflai0d all kinds of Hcurity, and 
value~ w-:!e j;la-c~'d on ,a fictitious basis 
which was li' r]y to be undermined the 
morncnt thc_.ce ->~~'ts a depn" .. _don on t1F' lo.an 
r·!arkct. 

The bel: indicated that the hon. member's 
time had expi:r •d. 

The TREAb ORER would like t.o n.~..tke 
anuthcr r~Jmark in r{---)ly to the hon. !nmn­
ber, 1<vho had ;J.,";Cn pUrsuing in his se~ond 
spe-ech a st'ltf"<ment which alsu 'vas incorrect. 
Those li;t•x•.ing to him might have imagined 
that the Govcl"nment had no power to bor­
row a'lY •.ww--y until the House met. 

l\lr. Hu:-;nR: Nothing of the sort. 

'Ihc TRK\3URER: The hon. member 
distinctly said so. As a matter of fact the 
Government had then and had now ' and 
ha<!- prior t~ the passi~g of the mon0y Bills 
whiCh \\cOre mtroducod .at the commencement 
of this sesoion-they had t.-. o Loan Acts 
pa~.;:;ed, , the 1910 ~nd perhaps one earlier, 
whwh ~-len amhor1sed, and still authorised 
them, 1f ncceseary, to borruw up to about 
£10,000,000. The han. member said they 
ho.d no po·,c or to borrow exc-ept they oame 
to the Hone"\; hencG he want>·d to make the 
<JO;~lt}:Y be:iev<; that th;JY ha~ to bring in a 
B1l, co c:uthonse certam actwns. 

M>;. F()RSY~H (Jlfurt,Nnba): The hon. 
mem.JH' tor Lmchhardt waR ·discussing the 
qu<'<tion_ of the public balana"es up to the end 
of March, .and had said thcv were spending 
oa~out £300,000 a month f~om loan fund. 
What '' ets the position at the end of July? 
The Gov;ernmc-~tt had a large amount of 
money l: u~g at <:.tll .. 'Ih<·'e was a hug,,• sum 
of ILoney Ill thD Savings Bank. 

Mr. H!-RD.\C'T!E: You cannot use every 
penny of 1t. 

Mr. FORSYTH : They could not use 
every penny ol it. VV'ould' it -be a wise thing 
to hold :u2,500,000 of ruoney doino- nothing 
at all i'· t 1w bank? Surely the hm~. member 
knnvr that one advantage tho Savingj Bank 
w.as for was to help the Gove1·nment when 
they want~d money. Tho Tre~surer must 
uso two~thir<~A of that money, and he had 
~lso po•ve,r,. under th .. • Act, to pMtly utilise 
rh-: other tlurd. He believed there was far too 
much mo7' y lying in the Savings Bank. 
Why shou.d they not use it? If the Trea­
surer cou:d not use it, it should be placed 
on fixed d•po"'t. There was too much money 
l:];:in15 iclle in the banks. The Queensland 
Na~wnal B."J.nk had nearly £1,000,000, for 
"'ThiCh \V-8 vnl:r got 1 per C('nL intr3rcst oyor 
th~ fir: t £100,000. If the hon. member for 
I..~eichh\..?·dt ,,?·as Treasurer, would he kf'>-"P be~ 
tween :c_2,0,-0,0l0 und £3,000.000 lving- idle in 
the. Quccn,;Lnd :'~a tiona] Bank? He had com­
plamed about this when :.fr. Hawthorn was 
Treasurer, and F1id it was a great mistake 
for .the Government to delioorately take de­
posits out of local banks and put the money 
mto the Queensland National Bank for 
which they were only to get 1 per oe~t. in­
terest over the first £100,000. He had felt 

[Mr. Hardacre. 

annoyed at it, because the Tre.asurer did not 
want the money, and it was better to get 2-,t 
or 3 per cent. on fixed deposit than to take 
it away from the local banks and put it into 
the Queensland National Bank. As .a matter 
of fact, whBn he pointed this out, the then 
'l'rea,eure·-' wont and put some of the money 
into oth2r banks on fix·ld dcpoc:it. They had 
r: trust fund in y, !1ich then~ .. Nas over 
£1,G00,000, and th;.t monPY 1s wming 
from our publio balances. They had ad­
,,~nced moiw' hom that fund for agricul­
tural settlement and workers' dwclling,-all 
tho mcmey taken from that fund was money 
that w · did not ant. 

Mr. HARD 'CRE: Savings Bank money. 

Mt. FORSYTH: S:tvings Bank money or 
public balances-they might talte it from 
loan fund ,.,r consolidated revenue, if they 
liked. It was a wise thing that they should 
utilise that mon0y under fair con-ditions. 
"While it >vas a correct policy for the Trea­
'Urer to keep sufficient monGy, under ordin­
ary conditions, to do currBnt busines~, it was 
a great mistake to kc-'O,l large sums of money 
idle. 

Mr. HARDACRE: They have not enough 
margin-that is what I was pointing out. 

l\Ir. FORSYTH: Suppose, for the sake of 
argument, the loan fund was getting low­
r,,nd the Government had no les:; than 
£666.0000 to the credit of that fund on 1st 
July-it dirl not necess'1rily follow that the 
whole of that money '-':as lying at call at 
the bank for the loan fund, ber a use it was 
not. The money was pooled, and they simply 
tr.ok ,c:.o;nething fi-om each ac~~ount, and it 
v·,,; <'me red i1, tho books. 

J\Ir. II UKTEil: They did not have enough 
of it. 

Mr. FORSYTH: The hon. member for 
JHar, nc,a would not like to have a thousand 
or t·vo in a b:tnk from which he was get­
tin,,· no interest; he "auld take it out, and 
nse it in business, and wisdy so. It would 
be mo;t unwi'" for the Govern;uent to let 
man ~Y lie iG.le in the bank. Let, them utilise 
it. En'Il the hon. member O:or Leichhardc 
adn1itted that, as far as rcycnue 'vas cOn­
ccrnocl, \VC were in an exceedin':'·Iy good posi­
ticn. \Vhilc h·· agrcrrl with thnt hon. mem­
ber that th•' nublic account should not be 
allowed to go£ tno Io~~v, on the other hand, 
th Gov{Tn•-tl''nt should not ke~n too mueh 
money lying- idlo or only parning 1 per cent. 
intc-ost. Something had boon said about 
P,~n"-_:.ing this mon0y home to pay interest due 
on our lc,:ns; but th0re was no need to remit 
money to I"ondQn to pay inte"e,cc ' hen the 
Goyernment had money ]yin'( in London. 

Mr. HUNTER: This £1,000,000 was bor­
rowed for the nurpose of pa.ying £750,000 
interest in London. 

Mr. FORSYTH: If there was a liability 
of £750,000 in London, and it 'uited the Go­
vcrw,lCnt to remit that amount to London, 
they ere wise to do so. All this talk about 
the public lun fund being in a serious state 
v;:as all nonsense. After a.ll, there was 
£1,500,000 ill hard cash lying to credit, which 
V.rould kt:'2p US £Oing for SOU1e lllOllths, at 
all events. 

J\lr. HARDACRE : That is because of the 
Commonwealth lo.an. 
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Mr. FORSYTH: If they did not get 
money from the Commonwealth, they would 
have to get it somewhere else. Very likely, 
if the Government found they want~d more 
mo.ney, they would have issued debentures 
·on the Savings Bank funds. 

Mr. HARDACRE: They had already done 
that, and they could not do it again. 

~dr. FORSYTH: The Savings B;;.nk de­
pcsits ,. ·er.e all the time increasin,;; and, 
as they mcrea·-,.d, the Government could 
issue more debentures. Last y<oar they in­
crea<·ed by £l,OOJ,OOO; and out of that 
£1,000,000 the sum of £066,000 mu·,t go intO: 
Governuen" debentures. He repeated that 
the Gov-3rnment should not hav·-, too much 
1noney lying idle, but should ke~p ,,ufficient 
in ha,nd for ncce~2,,1ry requirmnents. 

Mr. ADAMSON (Rockharnpton) said the 
Treasurer was wrong in saying that he 
made a certain statement. What he said 
was that the Secretary for Agriculture made 
the statement that the Government had 
plenty of money at a given time, and he said 
that if the_y had plenty of money at that time, 
what need was there for them to act illegally 
in borrowing £1,000,000 without the authority 
of Parliament? That was the important thing 
in this discussion, not the talk of the hon. 
member for Murrumba. He believed the 
reason the Government asked for this to be 
validated was because they were told that 
unless. this was don<', something would ap­
pear m the Auditor-General's report. Now, 
the Treasurer said that authority was given 
under the 1910 Act. If the Government had 
authority under that Act, why did they 
ask for this to be passed? At the beginning 
of the year the Government were moving 
men from one railwav works to another and 
were delaying at one" point and another' and 
it was known that they were in " Queer 
·street" for want of money. 

ThP SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Absolutely 
nothing of the sort, 

Mr. ADAMSON: He was sorry to hear 
the han, gentleman say so, because the han. 
gentleman knew why he was sorry. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : I do not. 
Mr. ADAiviSON: If there was no shortage 

of money, why was there any necessity for 
getting this monev from the Commonwealth 
so hurriedly 1 -

Mr. E. B. C. CORSER : It was offered. 
Mr. BowMAN : You wanted it, or you would 

not have accepted it. 
Mr. ADAMSON: The Government were 

on the horns of a dilemma. They said they 
had plenty of money, and they took a loan 
from the Commonwealth that they did not 
wr;nt t"J •'{ccommodate the Commotnvu:tl:f:h 
Treasurer. 

The Tr:E<SURER: No. 
Mr. ADAMSON: If they had not plenty 

of money, why were they now caying that 
they had plenty of money? The thing re­
solved it-,elf into this :-That the Govern­
ment had committed an illegal act, and they 
were nO\'" asking Parliament to validr.te what 
they ~ad done without making an;~· protest; 
and, If hon. memhcrs did chat, they would 
not be worthy of their positions. Everyone 
knew that a loan ehould be authorised by 
Parliament before it was floated and he 
had an idea that, if the Bill were n~t passed, 
there would be a paragraph in the Auditor­
General's report calling attention to the fact 

that the Government had acted unconstitu­
tionally. He waJ certain that a part of the 
money vvas spent in paying intere:""'t, and not 
in paying for steel rails. 

Mr. FoRSYTH: \Vhat difference does it 
make? 

.Mr. ADAMSON: The important point 
was that the Government had acted uncon­
stitutionally; and then for the Treasurer 
to tell him that he had n>ade a misstate­
ment--

The TREASURER: I did not >ay that. 
Mr. ADAMSON: That was the inkrence. 

\\'hat he said was, that the Secretary for 
Agriculture said they had plei<ty of money, 
and he (Mr. Adamson) Faid, if they had 
plenty of money, why did they want to bor­
row this £1,000,000. The Governnent had 
acted illegally, and now they tried to make 
out that they had authority to borrow under 
the Loan Act of 1910, and there was no need 
to validate the loan now. All he could say 
was that it Wd, son1etimc.s a pity th-y t>Juld 
not say what they knew. 

The TREj.B"CRER : A Loan Act had been 
passed authorising the Government to bor­
row a certain sum of mone,;· at a certain 
rate of interest, and they had ample power 
at the present time, without coming to Par­
liament at all, to borrow milliou oi money 
under the Acts they had pass<od. Would 
any han, member on thP other side deny that 
statement? 

Mr. HuNTER: Not for one year. 
The TREASURER : They had that power 

now, but previously they had not the power 
which some of the other States had to bor­
row for one year, Generally speaking, he 
regarded short borrowing as being very un­
satisfactory. Apart from the loan from the 
Commonwealth, brokerage charges on short­
dated loans mounted up in such a way that 
financing of that kind was not that financing 
which any Treasurer should adopt. The 
hon. member for Rockhampton evidently mis­
understood the reference he made to the han. 
member's spPech on the motic·a for the sus­
pension of the Standing Orders early in the 
session. He said that the han. member im­
plied that it was a mistake to have too much 
money on hand. The- han. member said that 
he misquoted him, and he would now quote 
what tho hon. :llP nber said, which would 
be found on page 37 of Ha·H:tr•l---

Mr. BowMAN: :he you in order in quotin& 
from a previous deb,,te of tho same s, ssion? 

The TREASURER: 
"I admit from the Troasure•'s state 

ments that the position of Queensland 
is a very dcsir:tble one, but I will not 
sav that the wa·.- the fie1an< s have been 
m~nipulahd is the ber·t way. 

"0PPOSIT~O~·T -r~,. rEI'JDI'RS: II .. '11\ he 1 r ! 
" M1:. ADAMSON: I know if I go 

too far in that direc+ion you will pull 
1ne up, I\ir. f!pr-akcr, and I do not in­
tend to trans,;-ress. "What I want to say 
is this : That if this is an inopportune 
time to go to the money market, and if, 
as the Trea '~Urer tell.~ us, thero is money 
in the Queensland National Bank and 
tl.ore is money in England that is avail­
;,1)]e, I hold that it i; desirable to ex­
haust that money before going to the 
rr1oney n1arket., 

Mr. ADH!SON : It was a sup!Wilititious 
statement. 

Han. W. H. Barnes.] 
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The TREASURER: He appealed to the 
Committee as to whether the hon. member 
or he was right. 

Mr. ADAMSO~ : I only said if there was 
plenty of money in the Treasury, and that 
has not been proved. 

The TREASURER: There had been a 
grEat ~toal of bandying words that after­
noon aoout money being sent to London for 
the payment of interest. Any hon. member 
who said that the Government had to bor­
row money to pay their interPst bill in Lon­
don was doing an uboolute wrong to the 
State. 

Mr. FORSYTH: AnJ it is not t·rue. 
The TREASURER : He challenged any 

hon. member to take the figures for the 
year ended 30th J nne, 1912, and prove such 
a statement. On the expenditure side there 
was a charge for the interest for the full 
year. 

Mr. MURPHY: Why, there was a complaint 
made that you paid away too much. 

The TREASURER: He was glad the 
hon. member had given him that reminder. 
It was ±1ointcd out by the hon. member for 
Murrumba, for instance, that they had 
transfer1c d to reve~1uo account an amount 
f01: , school Luildings which was previously 
paw from kc,n, and he (Mr. Barnes) thoug·ht 
that was a legitimate thing to do. Every 
~enny cf inte-rest that wns due was paid by 
the taxpayers of Queensland, and was ac­
counted for in the balance-sheet issued at 
the end of June. 

Mr. ADA11SO~:. You are side-stepping, and 
are. not explammg the illegality of your 
actiOn. 

Th'.' TREASURER: He did not deny 
that !t was necessar;Y to put this Bill through, 
and 1t was the strmght and honourable thing 
to do it at tho first opportunity. Some re-

marks had been made about bal­
(5 p.m.] anc0·,, but what was the position? 

Anyone in the position of Treas­
urer '''ould kno·w that the question of ex­
c~ang~ waq a fairly big matter, and some­
times 1t was very convenient to remit money 
from Queensland to the old country, or from 
the old country to QueenJand. In connec­
tion with the loan from the Commonwealth 
it wug very convenient for the Common: 
wealth pe~ple themselves, and equally for 
the Queensland Government-he did not wish 
for one moment to say that it was not con­
venient for them to get that £750,000 sent 
home ut a very low rate. He could draw 
the attention of hon. members to somethin•r 
that had happened only this wc.,k. '.rhei~· 
bankers approached them, and made a eug­
gestion by which they could get monPy out 
from the old country on certain favourable 
ter~s. He wets sure that any businesJ man 
would adopt the method, which would mean 
tha~ the State wo'-!ld be the gainor, and 
tha, was what he chd. Surely that w 1S the 
common-sense way of dealing with these 
things. If hon. members would only look 
up the ret':lrns they would see that every 
brass farthmg of Government expenditure 
for the. twelve months ended 30th June last 
was paid for out of revenue. 

Mr. MURPHY: Whether ·the action of 
the Government in borrowing £1 000 000 
from the Commonwealth Governme~t ;.,as 
~llegal or un?onstitutional or anything else, 
It was certamly a very sensible action. 

GOVERNMENT MEcJBERS : Hear, hear ! 

[Hon. W. H. Barnes. 

Mr. MURPHY : They knew that at that 
time the money market was hardening, and 
the Government knew from the reports of 
their financial advisers in London that it was 
impossible to raise money at 3~ per cent., 
which was the amount of interest stated in 
the Loan Act that had been passed by the 
Hou,e. The Commonwealth Government 
had £1,000,000 to lend, and wired to the 
Premier, or the 'l'reasurer, saying they had 
the money to lc·nd, and the Queensland Go­
vernment very semibly took that £1,000,000 
as a loan for twelve months at 3~ per cent. 
That did not show that the finances of 
Queensland were in a bad way. The finances 
o£ Queensland were equal to tho2e of any 
State in Austrulia. (Hear, hear 1) All the 
othor States were borrowing, and they ex­
perienced tho same difficulty that the Queens­
land Government experienced in getting 
money at 3~ per cent. They all had to in­
crease the rate of interest. But that did 
not prove the finances of Qmensland were 
in a bad state at all. The Governmpnt were 
spending a lot of loan money, and last 
year no l0>s than £3,000,000 "'as spent from 
loan fund, and. they would spend the same 
amount this year if they could raise the 
money easily. (Laughter.) The Premier 
had come down and stated that certain rail­
':'ay works had to be postponed for some 
time. 

Mr. O'SuLLIVAN: He did not Ray that pre­
vious to the elections. 

Mr. MURPHY : When they went out elec­
tioneering they did not tell the electors 
anything that was going to count against 
themselves. (Laughter.) The candidate who 
told all the bad points against himeelf was 
a silly candidate. (Renewed laughter.) 
Those of them who knew the Premier did 
not think he was likely to get on the plat­
form and mention all the bad things about 
the Government. (Laughter.) Under our 
systDm of party government the Oppo,ition 
would take good care to put all the bad 
points about the Government prominently 
forward, so there was no necessity for the 
Premier to do it. (Laughter.) I£ the Pre­
mier had told the people that he could not 
raise any money, and was not going to build 
any more railways, the electors would have 
said, "Well, we want a railway, and we 
will put the Labour party into power," 
thinking that they would possibly get their 
railway from the Labour party. The Govern­
ment had brought down a Bill to validate 
or make legal their action for borrowing 
£1,000,000 from the Commonwealth. The 
Govemment were not hiding anything from 
the House at all. The amendment of the· 
hon. member for Leichhardt, who wanted 
"validate" substituted for "authorise," was 
merely play upon words. They had to 
pay interest on the money, and they would 
have to pay tho £1,000,000 back by next 
JYiarch, or else the Commonvce;clth would 
send up their warships and collect it them­
selves. (Laughter.) 

The PREliiiER : The Commonwealth owe us. 
a million and a-half. 

Mr. MURPHY: The~;e you are! That 
was the way the business of the world was 
carried on. They gave cheques here and 
there, and signed promissory not0s, and had 
to meet them; and everything would come 
all right when the Commonwealth handed 
over half a million to the State next March. 
That would be satisfactory to Queensland, 
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and it was much better than if the State 
owed the Commonwealth a million and 
a-half. They pas"ed a Loan Bill this session, 
and criticised the finances of the country. 
There was no doubt that good finance was 
good Government. It was very nice to have 
a spirited public works policy when there 
was a raihvay going into your own elec­
torate, but during the many years he had 
been in Parliament he had never had the 
pleasure of voting on a raih\ ay into his 
electorate. (Laughter.) The hon. member 
for Leichhardt pointed out the nece,sity for 
the Government to go slow, but .so far as 
the Burke was concerned, this Government 
and every other Government who occupi0d 
the Treasury benches of Queensland had 
been absolutely slow. (Laughter.) Now 
that they had got this £1,000,000, and had 
floated a £2,000,000 loan, he hoped that the 
Government, and those y;ho supported them, 
would look kindly on the long neglected 
Gulf country, and do something to develop 
it. The Minister for Railway' went up 
there some time ago. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order, order ! 
Mr. MURPHY: When he h01~rd chat tbs 

£1,000,000 had been borrowed from the 
Commonwealth he was under the impression 
that most of that money was to be devoted 
to building railways in his electorate. 
(Laughte1·.) The best thing would be to 
allow the Bill to be introduced and passed, 
in order to legalise the action of the Go­
vernment, and give the Commonwe>lLh s.n 
opportunity of getting the 3~ per cont. 

Mr. HUNTER. did not think any member 
questioned that it was necessuy for the 
Treasury to obtain this money to carry on. 
At one time the Treasurer told the House 
that he wanted the money, and he took 
it. Now, when the han. member for Leich­
hardt, in his criticiqms, told the House that 
the Government were in financial troubles, 
the Treasurer said they were not. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : \Vhen 
were they in financial trouble? 

Mr. HUNTER: Either the Treasurer was 
wrong when he said they needed the money, 
or he Y:I1S wrong now when he said they 
did not want tho money. If he could do 
without the money, why did he borrow the 
£1,000,000 from the Commonwealth on short 
terms? The Treasurer also stated in a flam­
boyaqt style that the Government had full 
authority to borrow what they liked under 
the 1910 Act. Nobody denied that fact. It 
was only part of the shuffie that had ta~en 
place on the front Treasury bench durmg 
the whole discussion. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order f 
Mr. HUNTER: It was finartcial quibbling. 

They knew very well that authority was 
given under the 1910 Act for the Govern­
ment to go where they pleased and borro.w 
money at 3~ per cent. on long terms, but 
there was no power given to borrow money 
for twelve rttonths. But, because the Go­
vernment needed the money, they borrowed 
it, and there was nothing criminal in that., 
since it was n0cessary to carry on public 
works. Nobody said the Government were 
not justified in borrowing the money when 
they came dbwn and openly stated they 
wanted the money, and that they could not 
borrow the money under the terms of the 
1910 Act. provided, of course, the House 
would vaiidate their Act; but why not say 
they wanted to validate it 1 

The PRDIIER: That was dea·t with yes­
terday, and ruled out of order to-day. 

Mr. H GNTER: Quite so; bat it had 
h0en dealt with over and over again, and 
even a bit of special pleading \Vas put in 
by the ho.n. member for :Murrumt., •. on the 
question. Take the 'l'reasm:er's. stfdement 
a.lone. The hon. gentlen1an, rn hu; grandilo­
quent dyle, said that there was £1,500,000 
on the 30th June, and that £1,500;000 m­
cluded the £1,000,000 that was borrowed from 
the Commonwealth Government. 

The TREASURER: No; plus that. 

Mr. HUNTER: He was talking about the 
30th June, not Qf the 31st ~larch. On the 
50th J unc. counting all the balances in con­
nection with trust funds, which included the 
Agent-General's money, cur1~ent. aecoun~, d~­
posits in the Bank 01 England, deposits m 
the Royal Bank, deposits in the Bank of 
New South \Vales the Bank of Commerce, 
extended deposits' in the English, Scottish, 
and Australian Bank, and the London Bank 
of Australia-{)Ounting all those balances, ar:d 
taking into account all the loan money rn 
hand and abroad, and the £1,000,CCO bo,r­
rowed from the Commonwealth Govern­
ment, on the 31st March, the Government 
had £2,791,000. On the 30thT June ,the Go­
vemment had £1,500,000. Now, taKe away 
the £1,000,000 borrowGd from the Common­
wealth, and they found the Government had 
£500 OW on the 30th June to pay for all 
com{nitmnnts for that period, .c.nd £300,0QO 
of loan money had boen expended on pubho 
works that would be due on the 31st July. 
That woald leave the Treasury with a bare 
;£;200,000, and nothing to look forwatd to. 

The TREAS1iEER: That statement is entirely 
incorrect. 

Mr. II UNTETI : He was taking the Trea­
surer's own figures. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Carry 
it on till August. 

Mr. HUNTER: There was no need to do 
as was suggested by the Secretary for Ag~i­
culture, because that would be a stup1d 
thing. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTcRE: You are 
very stupid now. 

Mr. HUNTER: If there was any stupidity 
shown it came from the Government side. 
(Hear,' he,~r! and Opposition lau.7hter.). When 
the Hause met an amending Loar; Brll was 
passed authorising an increased mterest ta 
he paid-un to 4 per cent.-and that had 
to be cabled to Londnn in order that money 
might be obtained there to em,ble the Gc· 
vcr:ment to carry o.n. 

Thn TRE.\SL"RER: No. There ''·as another 
r(':J:--"Jn, 'Nhich \vas explained. 

Mr. HUNTER a.slwd what was the other 
rc..tson. 

The 'l'REAS"CRER: TlF other reason was 
that we did not wish to lose the proper time 
for bo,rrowing. 

Mr. HUNTEH: Because son1e gertlemen 
were goir,g away to thP Continant. They 
took that. statement in the same 'J;s,y that 
thev took a number of other stat .. ment.s. 
That showed that the GovernHwnt clearly 
needed the mo.ney ta enable them to carry 
0n. and they \vere wise in borrowing the 
money, otherwise there was a danger of 
some delay taking place in obtaining rnoney 
from London under the 1910 Loan Act, and 
the Government would clearly have been in 

Mr. Hunter.J 
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trouble. As a matter of fact, £200,000 stood 
between them and their obligations due in 
th;-· follo.King month. 

The TREASDREP.: That is not so. 
J\lr. IICKTEit: l-Ie was :akin;:; th•"" Trca-

surer's O\~~~n figures. 

The 'IR>;Ast:RER: \\'hat had we doue v.-ith 
tho £1.COO,OOO in the meantime? 

The SEC'\E1'ARY FOR AGRIOl!LTLrtE: 1-Ie doe;, 
not count that. 

~vir. HUNTER.: The hen. gentleman again 
tried to side-track the quc,tion, juet the 
same as he had si,i >-tr~:ckcd the re;tl ques­
tion right throu.-,-lo The hon. member for 
Leichh.-,r It had stated tl,-at v:hen the Govern­
ment borrowed the £!1,000,000 they were in 
troub:,. If that £1,000.000 had noc been 
borrowed then they would have been in 
trouble. 

Mr. E. B. C. CoRSER: They were not depen­
dent on thB Federal Government for that 
money-they could have gone elsewhere. 

l\fr. HUI'n'ER: They could' not have gone 
el•ewhue. 'They would have had to call 
Par!io,ment tugeLher. 
GOVER~OIENT l\iE]fBERS: No, JJO! 

Mr. HPNTER: Or else acoept a very low 
price for the loan. The whole thing •ho.---.-ed 
that financ:al trouble wa• facing the Govern­
ment. Why did they not openly say so? 

The PREMIER: Because it is not proved. 
Mr. HUNTER: It was clearly proved 

that if the Government decided to go to 
the country ·and meet Parliament en the 
30th June, it was necessary for them to re­
plenish the Tr•:.-t:mry by borrowing money 
which they were not able to get under the 
1910 Loan Act, exoept at a disastrous rate 
that would have exhibited even greater 
financial incapacity on the part of the Go­
vernment than this unconstitutional act had 
done, and they therefore found it necessary 
to borrow this mon<ey to carry them along 
and go to the country. 

The PRE:IIIER : It shows his capacity in 
arranging tlw business. 

Mr. HUNTER: The hon. gentceman ad­
mined that it showed his capacity. He gave 
the Premier crdit for doim; the ·b<est thing 
that he could-h" di-d the be't thing for his 
party if he did not do the lwst thing for the 
countrv. 

The PnnnEn : The country knew "-bout it 
all the time; it w e1s publi<e property. 

Mr. HU~'JTER: The country knew noth­
ing .a'>o~t it; th•' public were miFled about 
the financial position. He admitted that the 
Treasurer judged their fiLancial position 
very well, and that the Treasurer faked his 
finantY-''3 very 'vell. 

The TRE1\SURER Yose to a point of 
ord€r. · \Ya~ the hon. me1nber in order in 
stating thq Treasurer had hk<,.·i his figures? 

Mr. HUNTER: He said. his finances, not 
his figures. 

The CH \IR:!YIAN: If the hon. gentleman 
said that, he is not in ord--r. 

Mr. HUNTER: He had said the Trea­
surer had faked his finances. 

The· TREASURER .asked that the words 
be withdrawn. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: You have imputed bad 
motives to he hon. member for L··Jichhardt. 

Mr. HARDACRE: Much worse than that. 

[.J.£r, Hunter. 

The CHAIRMAN : I must ask the hon. 
member for JYiaranoa to \Yithdraw. 

Mr. HU:;\JTER: He ha·l no intention of 
meaning that the Treasur_<;,r's llgu:es as pub­
lished here were faked. V> nat he mtended ~o 
convey was that the Treasurer fixed up his 
finances in the way he did so as t? enable the 
Premier to carry out the. conceptr~n he had­
that it was the right thmg for his party to 
go to the country at that I-'Mtrcul.ar time. 
(Laughter.) .\Jl he aske~ him wa;; tc: openly 
admit it, an-d not come m the shuffimg w~y 
he -did. He said he wanted mo_n£y, ·and In 
the nell.t breath ;;aid that he did nDt w.ant 
money, and h\' ha-d si-de-traDked ~he whole 
thing. Wh~.- did he not say that tne money 
market \\as tight at home, .and they_ were 
not able to borrow money-that they did not 
w.ant to meet Parliament before the 30th 
June and under the circumstances, as 
nwn;v was' short they borrowed it, and they 
now Wantt-'d to validah:! the arrangement? 
Why not be honest and say so? If the Trea­
surer had done that there would not have 
been the time taken up this afternoon. 

The PREMIER : Oh, yes; you are playing 
to the gallery. 

Mr. HU:NTER: If there was on~ thing. he 
detested above another, it was this shuffimg 
of the Treasurer. 

The PREMIER: You are the biggest shuffier 
in the House. 

Mr. HUNTER: There could be no bigger 
shuffier than the hon. member. 

Thf' PREMIER : Nobody could equal you. 
Mr. HUNTER: The hon. member had 

perhaps shuffled more than any other man 
in the Chamber. 

The PRE~HER: Your reputation is well 
known. 

Mr. HUNTER: The reputation of the 
hoi\. 1.:.1G~.L1ber in that re9pect was very much 
better known, and surpassed anything that he 
(~\Ir. Huntor) po,~-sc:"J.~ed, or a~1y other n1e1n· 
ber in that Committee. His own. car<:er 
}1 ad been tno short to compn.ro rt with 
tlut of the hon. gcmtleman. Hoy·en'r, t?at 
was beside .the question. They were ?ealmg 
with something very ~ifferent .. This w.as 
purely and simply a Bill to valrdatB some­
thing done by the Hon. the Tre '·' arer that 
was illec;al and unconotitutional. For _a good 
,,·hila th- Trc .sUI'<''' ha-1 be. n uJllannr all 
the mono" in ~he S.·vings B.mk th•t he coe1!d 
get----oolla-ring all the trust funds and public 
balance" he could get-money from all 
source-s h:;d been raked togeth-,r to keep 
things going. 

The TREASURER: That is an absolute mis­
statement. 

Mr. HUNTER: There hcd only been. a 
sheet of paper between him and financial 
disaster on the 31st of l1>st month. The fin­
ancial siate1nont t'} tho 30Lh of June, pub­
lished in th-J Governme-'-'-t Gaz:._t~t;,. proved 
that bevond doubt, notwith-bndmg the 
Treasure~r's denial. rrhey r::light -'., )\"E'll 0\Vll 

up to it and have done with it. He did not 
want to say that the credit of Queensland 
was not o-ood-he knew it was as good as 
any State" in the Commonw<•aith--

The bell indicated that the hon. member's 
time had expired. 

Mr. HUNTER (contin~ing) : He. would 
admit that. It was financial mcapacrty and 
the party exigencies of the Government that 
brought about this state of things. If they 
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had but Sf'•'.n that it was desirable for them 
to go to the country in April, this position 
would not have happened. It would not 
have happened if that £1,000,000 had not 
been borrowed. Again, he would s·ay that 
Queensland's credit ·was as gcod as that of 
any State in the yommonwealth. 

The SECRETARY FOR <\.GRICULTURE: Better. 

Mr. HU::'iiTER : But he did not give the 
Governmc tit credit for that-that credit was 
due to the people of Queensiand~who v,ere 
an industrious people-and to our great re­
sourc•·s. Under those conditions, the worst 
Government in the cour,tn--even this Go· 
vernment-could not get th~ finances wrong. 
He hoped that the next time the Treasurer 
came with a similar motion to this he 
would be honest, and not shuffle, but admit 
the position. He admired the man who 
came truthfully to the ChambPr and stated 
his case, and let it be dealt with on its 
merits. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. J. Tolmie, 1'oowoomba) said the hon. 
member for Leichhardt had · spoken of 
Queensland being on the verge of financial 
ruin in February last, but he (Mr. Tolmie) 
had pointed out at the time that Queens­
land wa < then in credit to the extent of 
£1,750,000. The han. member this evening 
admitted that Queensland was in credit to 
the extent of £1,750,000 on that date, but 
he had shifted his ground from 31st March 
to the 30th J nne, and said if they had not 
borrmn--1 the £1,000,000 from the Common­
wealth, and had spent £300,000 f·ver:J mon,h, 
they would have been in difficultit>s. When 
the hon. member spoke about the country 
being in financial difficulties, th-·•·re was no 
question that at that time they had a very 
large credit balance~as much money as they 
want,,d at that time. 

Mr. HARDACRE: You are mixing it all up. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICDL'ITRE: 
He was lToing to tEll the hon. member why 
they got the £1,000,000 from the Common­
wealth. Th'c hon. memoer for Maranoa con­
tended that on th~ 30th June they had '" 
credit balance from all 'Ources of £1,500,000, 
including the £1,000,000 borrowed from the 
Common·,,·ct!th GovernHH·nt, and that if 
!hey v, c!Jt on spending £300,000 per month 
m carrymg on the railway policy, ,at the -end 
of J ul,v thuy. would have only had £200,000 
to the!l" credrt. They made particular pro­
vision that they would not be in that posi­
tion. ·what was their position in regard t-o 
borrowing when they took the money from 
the CunmOI)Wealth Government? They were 
authori·.c 1 by the Hous~ to borrow a very 
large sm" of money at 3~ per C·'nt., and 
they could have gone on the market if they 
had f·elt so dispo,ed at the usual time wh~en 
borrowing took place-about March or Apr·il. 

Mr. HuNTER: You could not get the money. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIOULTU.Rlii: 
The Government could have got the money; 
but supposing 4 per cents. in the home mar­
ket were at par, they could only get £87 lOs. 

for a 3~ per cent. loan, and the 
[5.30 p.m.] country would ha;-e lost £125,000. 

They saw the opportunity to vet 
£1,000,000 at 3! per cent. at par, and they 
took the opportunity. Was not that a 
cri~r-,,on-sc~l~ ~ thing to do? 

Mr. H-uNTER: You have been shuffling all 
the time. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
The density of the han. member was so great 
that he could not realise the Government had. 
done the best thing to conserve the interests 
of Queensland when they borrowed that 
money from the Commonwealth Government. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: Do you mean to say you 
did not need that million? 

The SECRET.ARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
If the Government had not borrowed from· 
the Com!llonwealth Government, they must 
have gone on the loan market; and if they 
had gone on the loan market at that time 
it would ha;e been disastrous. 

Mr. HARDACRE: That is what I said all 
the time. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
That was exactly where the Government 
showed their foresight-in not leadiiJ,g 
Queensland into a disastrous position, as the 
han. gentleman probably would have done if 
he had been on the Treasury benches. 

Mr. HARDACRE: I say, you should not have 
got into those diffiuulties. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Why? Would the hon. member have stoppad. 
the construction of railways? He thought 
he had put the matter plainly before the 
hon. member for j\;faranoa. 

1Jr. HUNTER: You are blund,·tm;s worse 
than evel'. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIODLTURE: 
If the han. member had not the capacity to 
see that the best thing had been done, nothing 
could be done with him. It was cheir desire 
to save the country from being in the posi­
tion of New South \Vales, New Zealand, and 
W ()st Australia ; and in doing that, they 
had done a good thing for the State. If the 
hon. IHember had not been so befogged, he 
would have realised that from the beginning. 

Mr. KIRWAN (Brisbane) said it was 
amusing to hear the Secretary tor Agriculture 
tell the Committee that if the Government 
had gone to the London market instead of 
borrowing from the Commonwealth Govern­
rnent, they ·wou:d have be ·.n courti1 ;J dis­
aster. On every platform during the election 
campaign, members of the Government 
stated that if they wanted money, all they 
would have to do would be to go on the 
London market with their gilt-edged securi­
ties, and they would get as much money as 
they wanted. People who were in the habit 
of making contradictory statements such as 
were made by members of the Cabinet, should 
have better memories. This afternoon, mem­
bors of the Cabinet had stated that this 
money was not used for railway construction; 
and hP would ask, who "v' to be accoelpted 
as the menber of the Cabinet that was tell­
ing the truth in the matter-~he Premier, the 
Treasurer, the r,Iinirter for Agriculture, or­
the Home Secretary? On p. 29 of Han­
sard, where the hon. member for Barcoo was 
speaking, he found this-

" When the Prime Minister during the 
election pointed out that the financial 
position of Queensland was unsound--

" The PREMIER: He was wrong, abso-­
lutely wrong. 

":Mr. RYAN: The reply the hon. 
gentleman gave was that he could easily· 

JI r. li irwun. J 
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arrange for the renewing of loans falling 
due in the future, and that the financial 
position of the country was good. 

" The PREMIER : Absolutely true. 

"Mr. RYAN: When I stated during 
the election that that £1,000,000 was be­
ing spent for purposes not authorised by 
Parliament, the Minister for Instruction 
told the people that it was being spent 
-on railway construction. 

"The PREMIER: So it wets. 

"Mr. RYAN: If it is, why did the 
hon. gentleman tell us this afternoon that 
he may have to come to Parliament later 
on to make legal what was an illegal 
act? 

"The HoME ·SECRETARY: A mare's 
nest." 

The CHAIRMAN : Is the hon. member 
quoting from Hansard of this session? 

Mr. KIRWAN-: Yes. 

The CHAIRMAN: Then the hon. member 
is not in order. 

Mr. KIRWAN: He had got all he wanted 
into Hansard, anyvcay. There was sufficient 
to prove that some members on the front 
bench opposite knew very little as to what 
was legal and what was illegal. The Home 
Secretary said it was a mare's nest. If so, 
then the Government invited the Committee 
to discuss a mare's nest this afternoon. 
They had been told that they were wasting 
time; but if the Government had said in a 
straightforward manner that they required 
the money at the time to keep public works 
going, though they had not been authorised 
to borrow it, and they wanted the House to 
validate their action, he believed the neces­
sary enactment would have been passed with 
very little discm,>ion. Instead of that, they 
were trying to proye that they did the dght 
thing, when it was evident that they had 
done wrong. When supporters ot the Go­
vernment, in the shape of the daily Press, 
were, to use a vulgarism-poking borack at 
them for asking the House to authorise the 
borrowing of this money, the Opposition 
were perfectly justified in criticising their 
action. This was what appeared in to-day's 
Telegraph-

" The measure authorising the Govern­
ment to borrow a million from the Com­
monwealth Treasury raised discussion as 
to whether it should not be a validating 
measure. Seeing that the million was 
handed over. w far back as in March, 
and probably by now has been all ex­
pended, it is somewhat in the nature of 
a gri..'ll joke now to seek authority to 
borrow it." • 

When they had Ministers saying that the 
money was not borrowGd to keep the railwa:ys 
gorng, it showed there was dissension in the 
Cabinet on the subject. 

Mr. E. B. C. CORSER (J£arybo1·ough) 
thought a, great deal of time was being 
wasted. As the Premier pointBd out clearly, 
the Gowrn'llent were e,bout to arrange to 
borrow monry in England, nnd the Treasurer 
went down to Melbourne to meet the Agent­
Goner,,:,\ for the purpose of fixing up th,,' 
final details, and while he was so engaged 
an offer came from the Federal Primt> 
Minc>t,pr to hmd the Government of Queens­
land £1,000,000. If, as was alleged by hon. 
members on the other side, it was illegal 

[ lif r. ]{ irwan. 

for the Treasurer of Queensland to borrow 
the money, then it was equally illegal for 
the Federal Treasurer and Prime Minister to 
lend it to a Treasurer who could not legally 
receive it. (Opposition laughter.) 

:Mr. HuNTER: That is the best joke of the 
session. (Renewed Opposition laughter.) 

Mr. E. B. C. CORSER: The Government 
of Queensland were committed to certain 
"arks, and they were proceeding with those 
works, and they could have got the money 
they wanted at home, and would have got 
it. 

Mr. FoLEY: At what price? 
Mr. E. B. C. CORSER: Perhaps at a. 

higher prioe than they got it from the Com­
monwealth Treasurer, but they could have 
borrowed it in England for a longer period. 
He held that it was good business on the 
part of the State Government to take the 
money at a lower rate of interest. This 
validating Bill, or whatever they chose. to 
call it, was intended to authorise somethmg 
that was done on 5th March last. What was 
the use of wasting so much time as to 
whether this"was a validating Bill or whether 
it w,as a Bill to authorise the acceptance­
as it was-to authorise the borrowing of this 
money for the benefit of this State? 

Mr. HuNTER: It is like your Industrial 
Peace Bill. It is not true to name. 

Mr. E. B. C. CORSER: They would see. 
However, the effect was just the same what­
ever they might call it, and he con~ider~d 
that the Government were perfectly r1g·ht m 
taking the money from the Commonwealth 
Governmo>t in the interests of Que,msland. 

Mr. FoLEY: Nobody bays they were not. 
Mr. E. B. C. CORSER: Then what are 

you con1p}aining of? 
Mr. P AY.l\'E thought the Telegraph put 

tho matter ver) clearly, It said exactly 
what he (Mr. Payne) sa~d when leave ":as 
asked to introduce the Bdl. It was a gnm 
joke to hear--

The PREMIER: You speak on finanec. 
Mr. PAYNE: It '''ent without saying that 

he might know quite as much about finance 
as the Premier. (Laughter.) The hon, gentle· 
man had neYer proved that he was a. heav.on­
born financier. ·when they were dtscusst:r:g 
the motion for leave to introduce the Bt!l 
he stated that the thing was not put in an 
honest way and it was a grim joke, even 
to the inteliigence of ordinary cor:>monsense 
men wiio did not want to be finanmers at all, 
to ask Parliament to give the GoYernment 
power to borrow money which they had 
borrowed months ago and spent .. vVhy, the 
thing was. ridiculous ! He had been very 
much interested in listening to the speeches 
of members sitting on the front Treasury 
b,·nch. Every one of them said time and 
again that the fin_anoes of Queensl3;nd were 
alwa vs sound durmg the whole history. of 
their" reign. Did their action in borrowmg 
this £1,000,000 uneonstitutionallv prove that 
they were financiers? The cry came fro':' 
tho other side that hon. members on lus 
side were crying "stinkinij fish." He had 
been ever more of Australia th:w any man 
on the front Treasury bench, and, as an 
Australian native, he said that Queensland 
was the bPst State of the lot. Thev were ~ot 
complaining of that, but they were complam­
ing about the action of the Government. If 
the finances were so sound durin" the who!e 
reign of the present Government, W:hY d1d 
they borrow this money unconstitutwnally, 
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and why did they send a Bill to London 
some weeks before Parliament met to enable 
them to borrow money there? He was not 
saying that the country itself was not financi­
ally sound; but the action of the Government 
proved -to anyone of a business turn of 
mind tliat they had been managing the 
.affairs of Queensland very badly indeed. 

Mr. FORSYTH: It is financing. 
1\lr. P ";_ YNE: He did not know whether 

.it was financing or not, but he would ask 
that financial genius, the hon. membH for 
Murrumba-{laughter)-the hon. member did 
know something about finance-if he managed 
his aft arrs in the same wa~ as the Govern­
ment financed the countr_> ? Did he manage 
those big propmties in the country that he 
was interesttod in that \vay? He knAW tlllit 
the hon. member did not. The cry of 
" stinking fish" was only eLtnt. It was a 
miserable thing to do in reply to honest 
criticism. The most of the members of the 
Opposition were Australian nativeR, and they 
believed in Australia. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Are 
you the only Australian natives? 

Mr. PAYNE: There were more natives 
.on the Oppooition side, comparatively speak­
ing, than there wore on the other side. The 
actions of the Government proved to any 
reasonable and intelligent body of men that 
their ideas of managing the finances of the 
State wero yery weak and bad indeed. They 
borrowed the £1,000,000 unconstitutionally. 
Instead of waiting until Parliament met, 
they sent away a Bill to England, and, when 
it was brought into that Chamber, they 
.could not alter a letter of it because it had to 
be letter for letter the same as the Bill 
which was sent home weeks before Parlia­
ment met. The Treasurer, by the way he 
.spoke, must imagine that he was not talking 
to commonsense men, when he said that the 
House authorised the Government to borrow 
ten millions of money in 1910. The Treasurer 
.said they could borrow as much as they 
liked. Of course thev could, but they were 
restricted to 3~ per· cent. The Opposition 
knew that it was not possible for them to 
float loans at 3! per cent., apd told them 
.so. So that the power the Government had 
to borrow money at 3~ per cent. was no 
good. He (Mr. Payn0) was always able to 
carry on his own business and pay 20s. in the 
£1. He had neYer been insolvent, although 
he did not pretend to be a heaven-born 
financier. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 
Mr. PAYNE: But the arguments of those 

who were managing the finances of Queens­
land were very weak indeed for common­
-sense men. 

Mr. RYAN: It appeared to him, as was 
quite natural, that the hon. members for 
Toowoomba and Maryborough, the heavy­
weights of the Government side, had sunk 
deeper into the mud. (Laughter.) If they 
had left the matter to the Treasurer, perhaps 
their case would stand much better than it 
<lid. The hon. member for Mary.borough, 
in explaining the matter, called it a valida­
ting Bill. 

Mr. E. B. C. CoRSER: I said you can call 
it so if you like. 

Mr. RYAN: That was just what the hon. 
member called it-a validating BilL 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. RYAN: The hon. member went fur­

i;her, and said it was a Bill to give authority 
-to do something that was done on the 5th 

of March. (Opposition laughter.) They 
had only to put that sentence from the 
hon. member_ for Maryborugh before the 
people of Queensland to unde~stand the 
difficulty in which the Government was to­
night. The motion was introduced with the 
view of getting them to ya!idate an unlawful 
act on the part of the GoYernment. The 
Treasurer would not deny that. 

The TREASURER : That iR not W . 

'Mr. RYAN: \Vel!, an unconstitutional act. 
The TREASURER : That is right. 

Mr. RYAN: It was to yalidate the action 
of the Government for doing something 
which the Government had no authority to 
do. Without any party feeling at all, they 
should approach the question to see if there 
was any necessity for the action before they 
did away with the illegality or unlawful­
ness of it. He came to the conclusion that 
there was some necessity for the action of 
the Goyernment, and that necessity existed, 
as explained by the hon. members for Leich­
hardt, Maranoa, and other membPrs on the 
Opposition side, owing to the fact that the 
State was in financial difficulties . 

The TREASURER : That is not correct. 

Mr. FORSYTH: How could that be so? 

Mr. RYAN: The State was in such a 
position financially that it was necessary to 
get that money from the Commonwealth, or 
else the State would suffer considerably. 
The Treasurer said it was not necessary to 
get the money at all. If he thought that 
it was unnecessary for the State to have got 
that money from the Commonwealth, then 
he for one would not vote for the Yalidating 
Bill, as he did not believe in validating an 
action on the part of the Government which 
was not necessary. But it was necessary, be­
cause the financial position, so far as the 
loan fund was concerned, was in such a state 
that they required more money. He wanted 
to know more than that. He ;~anted to 
know why the Minister and the Cabinet did 
not take the steps which were necessary for 
them to take in order to g.3t the proper 
authority from Parliament. He ur>..hesi­
tatingly said that the Government did not 
do its duty in not calling Parliament together 
when members of the Opposition asked the 
Premier to call Parliament together to deal 
with another important subject. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. RYAN: Whv did not the Government 
call Parliament t~gether when they were 
a'ked by the Labour party? 

The TREASURER: Because we did not want 
to let you fellows have a blow about the 
strike. • 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, 'hecn·! and 
laughter. 

Mr. COYNE: \Ve have drawn the badger. 

Mr. RYAN: He thanked the Treasurer 
for that admission. It was frank, but it 
was honest. He did not want the Labour 
party to have a blow about the strike, and 
why? Was he afraid to hear what the La­
bour party had· to say about the strike? 

The TREASURER: No; but We went to a 
higher tribunal. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
:Ylr. RYAN: Was it because the Govern­

ment thought the Oppo,sition would yentilate 

Mr.RyaP' 
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the strike so much in the House that the. 
people Df L,'ucensl2.nd would have come to 
a different decision to what they did? Was 
it because the G0vernment were afraid that 
the peDple of Queemland would have come 
to such a decision as the electors of Brisbane 
came. to when they knew all the facts. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. RYAN: The Government shDuld have 
called Parliament together sooner than they 
did, and nDt carry out a policy of suppres­
siDn, as they did. There was no doubt that 
the Government suppressed t.he financial 
pDlicy from the people of Queensland in 
order to enable 1them to come back to 
pqv, er. (Hear, h~M !) That was not a 
polic:7 which the Government should put for­
w:.trd when they had to come to the House 
and ask the House to validate what they 
had done. 

Mr. FoRSYTH : Do you blame the Govern­
ment for taking that money? 

Mr. RYAN: No. (Government laughter.) 
It was nece"ary to have that money, owing 
to the difficulty in which the Government 
found it,-df. Tho GovN·nment did not take 
the steps they should have taken to put 
tbc question before the people of Queens­
land, and in that they failed in iheir duty 
as a Government, and th<'y failed in their 
duty to Parliament. He knew that the Go­
vernment had the majority behind them, 
and they could carry the motion. They had 
the numbers behind them, and they could 
lcc:isbte anything, but it was their duty, 
as the constitutional Opposition, to show 
what th0 real position was-to ohow how 
wrongful was the action of the Government, 
in the hope that the peo,ple of Queensland 
would wake up and not giv8 the Govern­
ment a. "imilar opportunity in the future. 
The han. member for J\l,nyborough referred 
to the action of thu CommonweoJth Trea­
surer being illegal if the action of the 
Que'"lJsland Govurnment ',c·as illegal. He did 
not know b:: what proce:,.; of reasoning he 
came tv that concl 1I.Sio.n. The po-.ition was 
analagous to the position of the Shte Trea­
surer whc:1 " local LUthority l-orrowed money 
from the C oYernment witho.ut first getting 
~he authority of the ratepayers to do so. 
'l'hey would be doing an illegal thing to 
borrow th<e mc,ney. 

J\Ir. K B. C. CoRSER: Don't ya:u think 
the CmLmonwealth Treasurer should have 
found out all that before he lent tho money? 

Mr. RYAN: His duty was tD the Oom­
lllonwealth. 

The TREASURER: Doesn't the State Trea­
surer find out if the local authority is in 
a financial position before he lends them 
money? 

J\Ir. EYAX: The local authority some­
tiH.es borrov.:,d money from a bank with­
Celt tho ,,,,+:,crity of tho r.,tepayers, and that 
v-as illc::ai. He had no doubt the Common­
wealth knew that they could s-et their money 
back easily t 'laugh from the State. They 
could issue .. -,;:ecution a•t ,jnst the State of 
(,lucensland. 'vheth,-" the Government w~s 
autl ·Jr:,:ed or not to borro,\v the money. 

TIP i3JIETARY FOR AGRICULTDRE: They 
hol•l e11(Ur'h o£ our money. 

' Mr. RYA::\T: He had no doubt the Com­
monwealth Treneurer knew that "·hen he 
lent the million of money. (Op)"osition 
laugder.) He Jmew he could hold back a 
mii · u of !l1e r:wncy that belonged to the 

[.Mr. Ryan. 

State when it became due. The Government 
had failed to establish a good case for .the 
passing of a validating Act on that occaswn, 
and it was the dutv of hon, members to so 
ventilate the matter that no Government 
wouid act in that way in future. 

J\lr. CoYNE: Don't you think it was gener· 
ous of Fisher to lend that money when he 
saw the financiul conditior1 that Queensland 
was in? 

~1r. RYAN: He thought the Commoi_J­
wealth Prime Minister was generous to hrs 
·own State when he came to the a<sistance 
of the Government and lent them that 
money. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear l 
Que,·•tion-That leave be: given to introduce 

the Bill-put and passed. 

The House resumed. 'The CHAIRMAN re­
ported the resolution, which was agreed to. 

FIRST READING. 

The TREASURER presented the Bill,. 
which was read a first time; and its second. 
reading was made an Order of the Da.y 
for to-morrow, 

F p.m.j 

RJ1.IL WAYS BILL. 

INTRODUCTION IN COMMITTEE. 
(J.fr. J, Stodart, Logan, in the chair.) 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS. 
moved-

" That it is desirable that a Bill be 
introduced to consolidate and a:c,end the 
Ia ws with resvcct to the constructi?n, 
maintenance, management, and v;,

7 orkrng 
of the railwavs of the State, and the 
appointment, vromoti~m, discipl!ne, and 
regulation of the ra1lway scrvwe, ami 
for other purpose,, connected th0rewith." 

* Mr. BOWThL\.N: When notice was given 
of this Bill in the House yesterday ho had 
brought up the matter of the ~ismissal of 
a railway employee named vVelsny, a fitter 
in the Ipswich iailway workshops, for hav­
ing taken a part, ,politically, in the recent 
elections wl,en Mr. Cribb and Mr, Heffer­
man were contesting the Brec;l8r seat. fie 
then a'-ked the jl,lj,1ister v.hether any notlCe 
had be: n taken of a moi,ion that 'S,',s intro­
duced Fame years ago h,> the la'ue n1e1nl;>cr 
for Ipswich, Mr. Ryott J'.laughan, and whwh 
was carried by the House. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYB: It was 
among tho "slaughtered innocents." 

Mr. BOWMAN said it was not among the 
"slanghtered innocents." 'Iho motion was 
introduced on a Thursday afternoon, and 
quito ,, number of members then sitting be­
hind the Government supported it. 

The SECRET<IRY FOR RAILWAYS: It was car­
ried on the 23r J Decem Ler, 1910. 

Mr, BOWMAN : It was discussed on 
Thursday afternoons, and yvas carried. When 
a resolution was passed by the House, was 
it the duty of the Government to take any 
notice of that rosrlution and act upon it? 
Of course, the han. gentleman might say 
they >Vere not bound to take any notice of 
motions passed by the House, but there was 
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a clear expression of opinion ihat afternoon, 
and the motion was passed by a fair ma­
jority. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS; There was 
no vote. 

J\!Ir. BO\V:MAN: There was a votB. He 
thought the late Premier, Mr. Kidston, was 
one w no voted against it, and that the then 
Home Secretary, ]);Jr. Arrey, voted for the 
motion. \\'hy should this particular in­
dividual bG singled out as having acted 
against the regulations because he supported 
a Labour man? He had in his hand a Jist 
of six railway men <mgaged in the work­
shopa who took a part in connection with 
Mr. Uribb's candidature. He was not going 
to read the n:tmes, because he would not 
do anything to injure these men, but the hon. 
gentleman could have this Jetter now if he 
liked. (Mr. Bowman then passed the letter 
to the ~'Iinister.) Why should this man 
be sin;;led out for this treatment, while 
others were allowed to go scot-free? He 
might say that the ]ate Commissioner, Mr. 
Thallon, made the stat,ment that so long 
as any employee did not go in his uniform, 
he 'vould not offer any objection to it, so that 
he really »aived regulation 18. 

The SEcm;TARY FOR R-HLWAY;: In a certain 
direction. 

i>1r. BOW;\;lAN: This man, he believed, took 
a prominent part in Mr. Heffernan's candi­
dature. and he had bern dismissed. He 
appBaled against this, but the appeal was 
dismissed. He hoped the Minister would 
take steps to alter regulation 18, and pro­
vide that FD long as a man did nothing 
against tho interests of the Government, he 
might vote and canvass, and, if he thought 
fit, also speak. He thought the Government 
gave a free h:md to Commonwealth servant; 
to take part in elections, so long as they did 
not giYe away an:; secrets of tho department 
they were in. 

An OPPOSITION ME:UBER: The same right 
is giYen in New South \Vales and \Ve,tern 
Australia. 

Mr. BOW~IAN: When the Bill was before 
them there was a big fight to give the 
same freedom here to take part in an elec­
tion. It was ridiculous to say that nocause 
a man differed in politicg from the Govern­
mont hn was serving he should not haYe the 
freedom to exercise his opinions as he thought 
best. 

Mr. CoYNE: In his own time. 

1lr. BOWMAN: If this man had been doing 
this during the working hours of tho depart­
ment, there would be just cause for com­
plaint, but he had done it in his spare time 
after he had performed his work for the 
State. No mat'ter what their politics were, 
the men should be free to ventilate their 
political opinions without the fear of losing 
their bread and butter, the same as this un­
fortunate man. 

OPPOSITION ThfEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The leader .of the Opposition had stated his 
case very plainly, moderately, and calmly; 
at the same time he would point out that 
the regulation prohibiting railway men from 
taking part in politics because they were 
supporting a political opponent of the Go­
vernment abo applied to the whole of the 
public servants of Queensland-it did not 
matter to what side of politics or to what 
religion they belonged. Section 55 of the 
Public Service Act also debarred public 
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seryants from taking an activo part i_n 
politics. That should_ apply to. l1ll public 
sen-ants, irrespective ot thmr pohtws. There 
was no reason whv a bar should be p~t; 
upon any man to prevent him from excrcis­
ino- his franchise in the fulle·et and freest 
m~nner; but was it advisable in the interest;; 
of the public servants that they should 
actively mix up with candidates of }Vhatever 
side of politics during any gon~ral or by­
election? 

Mr. BowMAN: Why not? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
There were 9,000 employee·' in tho l't~7ilway 
Department, and some 6,009 or 7,000. m the 
other branches of the bernce, and rf they 
were to actively mix up in tho political 
life of tho State at election times, further 
than by exercising the franchise which was 
undoubtedly theirs, they might come t'? a 
state of things which existed m the Umt.ed 
State,; of America. He was speakmg purely 
in their interests. 

Mr. LAND: Give them a chanc<', anyhow. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
No member of the Opposition could say that 
he had ever tried to prevent anyo~c: m t~e 
Railway Department from exercismg Ius 
vote. They could not <,ay that an~ono had 
not been given the fullest opportumty, even 
to the extent of a free raih' ay pass, to get 
to polling-places to record their votes. 

Mr. KIRWAN: A genural order is issued at 
ever:r election. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\VAYS: 
Mr. \Veisby, who had been referred to, was. 
a fitter. 

Mr. BowMAN: In the shops. 

The SECRETARY FOI~ RAILWAYS: 
He found that Mr. \V elsby was written to· 
in connPction with his having lippeared on tJ;te 
J2latform of a parliamentary candidate m 
lpswich in March las~ and he was asked 
whether a oNtain stater::,ent which he was re­
ported to have made was made by him. Mr. 
W elsby was ut a meeting on t.he 26th March 
at North Ipswich, and this w;':s taken from 
the report of the Queensland 'l uncs-

" Mr. A. E. Welsby supported the 
candidature of Mr. Heffernan. He had 
dreamt, had wakened up, and become a 
supporter of the Labour platform, 'and, 
more of socialism. He was there under 
pain' of dismi•,al. He ·,·cas t,esting the 
position, and, if he lost his job he would 
lose it honourably. No poKer would 
gag him. Who was going to win in 
this class war? They would sc'e on 
April 27." 

On the 27th March the 'secretary to the 
Commissioner ''as ,_;ritten to by Mr. Pem­
berton, Chief Mechanical Engineer, as 
follows:-

a Breaking of Rule 18-Staff Regula­
tions-A. E. TVelsby. 

"'I bog to draw attention to remarks 
made by Fitter A. E. Welsby, who ."P.oke 
at a political meeting held by WIIhn,m 
Heffernan, a eandi·clate for tiH> Bremer 
seat, last night. Welsby is eviden~ly 
aware from his remarks thr t he was vw­
lating the Regulations, and claims to be 
testing tho pooition. I shall be p;:ad to 
know if there is any obj<.lction to n e 
taking action at once. 

"Copy of this day's issue of the 
Queensland Times attached hereto." 

Han. W, T. Paget.] 
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Mr. Pemberton was written to on the 29th 
March-

" \Vith reference to your memo. of 
27th instant, will you please draw Fitter 
Welsby's attention to the following wm<is 
i.n his speech, as reported in the Queem­
land 'l'imes of 27th instant, viz.:-

"Mr. A. E. Welsby supported the 
candidature of Mr. Heffernan. He 
had dreamt, had wakened up, and 
become .a supporter of the LaLour 
platform, .and, more, of socialism. 
He was there under pain 6£ dismissal. 
He was testing the position, and, if 
he lost his job, he would lose it 
honourably. No power would gag 
him-" 

and ask him if he has been Q•HTectly 
reported." 

There were no points taken on Mr. Welsby, 
who wrote in reply to the Works Manager 
on the 2nd April-

" Referring to the report of my speech 
as recorded in the Queensland Times 
issue of the 27th ultimo. All is correct 
excepting the sentence which reads, 'I 
am testing the position.' 

" Trusting that you, sir, are not rely­
ing upon the ·veracity of the afore­
mentioned paper." 

Mr. PAYNE: Hear, hear! A brave man! 
(Laughter.) 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The next information he had was that on 
the 25th June the following letter was c.d­
dressed to Mr. Welsby :-

"Breach of clause 18 of Staff Regula­
tions. 

" Referring to your letter of 2nd April 
last, and .also to your two interviews 
with me on the lOth and 17th instant. 
At •l,e first interview you declined to 
giv, '\ assurance that you would not 
simi1·-r1y offend •again, but asked for 
time. I accordingly granted you a week, 
and on the 17th instant, you still ad­
hered to your former attitude. 

"It now devolves upon me to give 
you notice that :\our services will be no 
longer required after the 27th proximo. 

"Should you in the meantime give 
me the desired assurance, I will arrange 
to cancel this letter." 

On the 28th June, Mr. Welsby wrote .as 
follows to the Secretary to the Commis­
sioner:-

"Sir,-In accordance with regulation 
(75), paragraph (9), of the 'Staff Regu­
lations,' I hereby appeal against the 
decision of the 'C.M.E.' in giving m<> 
notice of dismissal from the Railw.ay 
Service. The grounds upon which the 
appeal is made are : First, that the said 
breach of rule (18) was no breach at .all, 
.and, secondly, that I did not refuse to 
comply with the regulation in so far as 
I believe it can appl3·." 

Mr. Welsby was ·asked by the Chief Mechani­
cal Engineer whether he would adhere to 
Regulation 18, and he said he would not; 
.and he was given another week to consider 
the position. As he still refrained from say­
ing he would conform to the rules under 
which he was suppos"d to work, the Chief 
Mechanical Engineer gave him a month's 
notice. Mr. Welsby appealed, -and the de­
cision went against him. 

[Han. W. 7' Paget. 

Mr. THEODORE : WJhy should any dis­
crimination be made? 

The SECRE'l'ARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
He would like han. members to .allow him 
to explain this case first. He considered 
that Mr. Welsby's case was sub judice .at 
present. As a matter of fact, he had ap­
pealed to the Commissioner, who was away 
in the North .and would not be hack for a 
fortnight, ,and it would be wise to leave any 
further discussion of Mr. Welsby's case until 
the Commissioner came back. He wished to 
impress upon hon, members that so far as 
he was aware there was no reason why Mr. 
Welsby, under the regulation, should not 
have been called upon for .an explanation, 
because he distinctly broke a certain regu­
lation in going on the public platform. 

Mr. BowlYIAN: That's no worse than can­
vassing for the other candidat<J. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
No. Se<Jing that thP matter appeared in the 
public Press and was brought under the 
noticB of the head of his department, he did 
not see that .anything could have been done 
other than was done by the head of the 
department. 

Mr. RYAN: The offence was in ·being found 
out, 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Mr. Welsby found himself out. When he 
went on the platform at the meeting he did 
not keep within the rules of the service; 
but he did not think personally that it 
would have done very much harm if he had 
said he believed in what he did, but would 
abide by the regulations 

Mr, O'SULLIVAN: Surrender his manhood 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
It was not a question of surrendering his 
manhood ; it was .a question whether men in 
the public service were going to abide by a 
rule that was in exist<mce. 

Mr. BoWMAN : Which wa:,: repealed by this 
House. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Not repealed by this House. 

Mr. BowMAN: At any rate, it was voted 
against by this House. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The hon. member was referring to a resolu­
tion prior to the one which he (Mr. Paget) 
was referring to. The motion he (Mr. Paget) 
was referring to was discussed on Thursday, 
11th August, 1910. 

Mr. BowMAN: The one I was referring to 
was some years ago. 

The SECRETJ1.RY FOR RAILWAYS: 
There was quite a lengthy debate on the 
motion to which he was referring, and he 
then said that the regulation did not debar 
a public servant from exercising the fran­
chise to ihe fullest degree. The motion did 
not specifically apply to the Railway Depart­
ment. It read-

" That in the opinion of this House, 
regulations curtailing the political and 
civic rights of employees in the public 
services of the State should be forth­
with repealed." 

On 21st December, it came up in the 
" slaughter of innocents!' and was passed 
without further debate and without a 
division. 

Mr. LENNON : And no further notice has 
been taken of it. 
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The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
No. What was the use of the han. member 
trying to work up an indignation about this'! 

because they knew perfectly 
[7.30 p.m.] well that for a number of years 

Thursday afternoons were very 
often devoted to what were termed academic 
debates, and before the present Government 
came into power, there was not very much 
chance of private members getting motions 
passed on Thursday afternoon, because they 
were alwayd talked out. Last Thursday after­
noon, however, there were no fewer than four 
motions passed or knocked out, and there 
was nothing academic about them-they were 
downright business. He was glad that the 
leader of the Opposition brought the matter 
up. When he (Mr. Paget) found that Mr 
Welsby was appealing to the Commissioner, 
he said he thought it was advisable that the 
appeal should be made-not to the Deputy 
Commissioner, who was now acting as Com­
missioner--but to the Commissioner, when 
he returned in the course of two or three 
weeks. The hon. member also quoted the 
opinion expressed by Mr. Thallon some time 
ago. He (Mr. Paget) absolutely agreed 
with what Mr. Thallon had then said. It 
arose out of a deputation to Mr. Thallon at 
the Ipswich workshops. In the official pap<;Jrs 
this was what he found-

" The official report of the deputatio1;1, 
however, gives more than :Mr. Eastcrabb 
·Or the Railway Exp1·ess, and was as fol­
lows, viz.:-

" Mr. Thallon &aid he was not going 
to have railway officers on public plat­
forms for political purposes, or indulging 
in propaganda work. 

" Porter Sherry said they thought that 
when off duty they had the right to do 
as they pleased, so long as they did not 
interfere with the department's business. 
They wanted the rule defined. 

" Mr. Thallon replied that if the rule 
were deleted, undue advantage would be 
taken by some men of the freedom al­
lowed. So long as they did not take an 
active part in platform work, and did 
not use their uniforms, he did not think 
anyone would interfere with them. The 
railways were vested in the Com.llis­
sioner, and were supposed to be kept 
free from politics. The rule would not 
be deleted." 

The interview took pliwe on 17th May, 1910. 
Hon. members would agree that the late 
Commissioner was a very clear-headed man, 
and one who had a very great regard for 
the men in the railway service, and the J:ail­
way men had an eqnally great regard for 
him. So far as he was aware, Mr. Welsby's 
was the first case that had arisen in the 
department. He had not had time to read 
the letter which the hon. member had given 
him privately, and he would treat it as 
confidential. So far as the Commissioner and 
he were concerned, it mattered not what 
platform any member of the service was on, 
provided he was breaking the rule, he should 
be called to book for it. 

Mr. BOWMAN: Seeing that Mr. Welsby 
had appealed to the Commissioner, he was 
quite willing to let the matter drop until 
Mr. Welsby had placed his case before the 
Commissioner. He did not think there was 
any more harm in a man going on to a 
candidate's platform and advocating the 

principles in which he believed, than in act­
ing as a scrutineer or as a canvasser, or 
handling a cab, as was done by some of 
the men whose names were mentioned in tho 
note he handed to the han. gentleman. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That should 
not be done either. 

Mr. BOWMAN: He did not care what a 
man's political opinions were--

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: N!)ither do I. 

Mr. BOWMAN: He should be free to ex­
press those opinions on any platform, so long 
as he did not give away the secrets of the 
department to which he belonged. I-I<;J would 
not expect Mr. W elsby to be anyt~ing _else 
than a socialist, seeing he was workmg m a 
socialistic institution-in works that were 
controlled by the Government, .and of which 
they were all proud. Even the Secretary for 
Railways was proud of them. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. BOWMAN: Yet the hon. gentleman 
thought Mr. Welsby had been guilty of an 
indiscretion in going on to the platform ;md 
saying that he was a socialist. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I did not say 
that. 

Mr. BOWMAN : The hon. gentleman in­
ferred it. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: No, I merely 
read what Mr. Welsby said. I made no com­
ment at all. 

Mr. BOWMAN: He was quite prepared to 
let the matter rest, so that they would not 
prejudice the case against either the Com­
missioner or M~. Welsby. 

Mr. PAYNE: He did not want to pro­
long the debate. H•e woufd be sorry to hear 
that any man would lose his position be­
cau,e he got up on a public platform ":nd 
expre~sed his views, no matter on what srde 
of politics he spoke. He consider':'d that 
the railway staff, who were responsrble for 
the running of the railways in Queensland, 
right from the highc,;t officer to the hum­
blest man, ,.vere r.eally a fine body of men, 
and it seemed humiliating to him that be­
cause a man \Yas in the raihvay service 
that he should JosH his rights as a citizen. 
The Minister for Railways said it would 
not b;; wise to permit the public servants 
of Queensland to intorfere in politics. \Vhy 
did not thecA remarks apply to Common­
wealth servant'? They had more Common­
wqalth servants than State s0 rvant•, and ic 
did not haw a bad effect on them. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Th0y don't 
seem satisfied. They m·e very dissatisfied, 
although they have a Labour Gov:•rnment. 

Mr. P A YNJ~ : They were allowed the 
same freedom in New South Wales as in 
the Commonwealth. vVhy should Queens­
land be picked out as the State in which 
it would be disastrous to allow public ser­
vants to hav0 a full and free op;JOrtunity 
of expressing their views which they should 
have in a free country? From the way the 
Minister spoke it seemed that those who 
worked in the railway should feel themselves 
under a compliment that they got a day's 
work. Did not they give full value for their 
services? Why should they be debarred 
from having the same right as he (Mr. 
Payne) or any other man had? He always 

Mr. Payne.] 
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thought that that regulation had been wiped 
out long ago. The Minister for Railways 
was a fair-minded and considerate man, so 
far as any man politically was concerned, 
and it was up to him to put the Queensland 
railway servants on the same footing as the 
public servants in W esern Australia and in 
the Commonwealth. 

Question-That leave be given to introduce 
the Bill-put and passed. 

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN re­
ported that the Committee had come to a 
re"olution, and it was agreed to. 

FIR3T READING. 

The Bill was ncad a first time, and the 
second reading made an Order of the Day 
for Tuec day next. 

INDUSTRIAL PEACE BILL. 

SECOND READING-RESUMPTION OF DEBATE. 

•· Mr. BOWMAK (Fortitude Valley), who 
was received with Opposition ··Hear·, 
hears ! " said: This Bill, which was intro­
duced b,- the Secretary for Works last Wed­
nesday, "is, according to the hon. member's 
speech, and according to its title, a very 
pHccable Bill. And from the. han. gentlP;­
man's speech he seemed to thmk that th~o 
Bill was going to be the " he-all and end­
all" of industrial disputes. 'l'he hon. gentle­
man, in dealing with tho Bill, said that 
its chief object was to prevent strrkes. and 
I want now to ask the hon. gentleman 
whether he or anv other hon. gentlEman 
sitting on that side of the House thinks 
that this Bill-however drastiC 1t may be 
when it passes this House-goodness knows, 
it is drastic enough on its introductioi.-I 
want to know how the han. gentleman can 
come to the conclusion, silently and peacP,­
fully, that it is going to end strikes. The 
han. gentleman must know, as well as any 
other han. g-entleman in this House, that 
to-dav industri,"l conflicts are not confined 
to this State, nor yet to tbis country. (Hear, 
hear !) Every country in the world to-day 
has it·· industrial trials and industrial dis­
pute-s. There is an unrcc.t from one end of 
tho world to thP other. Anyone going to 
the old country, or taking up his daily 
paper during tho last twelve months, could 
not help noticing that there ·,,as one con­
tinual itght against the unfair conditions 
under ,._-hich people have been working. I 
rememl.'-'r the remarks tho Pre1uier made 
on this Bill. He said it was a novel Bill. 
It is a novel Bill; it is the most novel thing 
Australia has ever struck. 

The PRE:>IIER : And tlie best. 

Mr. BOW::\1AN: It is the worst, the mo7t 
tyre.nnical, and most coercive Bill that has 
eve,. 0''isted in any State in any part of 
Australia. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. BO"\VMAN : I will try to prove that 
before I conclude my address to-night. This 
is what the Secretary for Works said-I will 
quote his exact words-

·' One of the objects of a measure of 
this nature is to mQke the conditions for 
the worker more satisfactory, and, in 
addition, to make it possible for those 
who are engaged in commerce to feel 
so1ne sense of security in connrction with 

[Mr. Pavne. 

their operations. It will have bee~ 
noticed by those who have gone throu!l"h 
the Bill that the definitions m the m­
te~·pretat~;m clause are considerably 
w1doned. 

The han gentleman, in dealing with that, 
wanted this House to believe that the first 
thing was to secure peace, and a !so that 
cvmmerce would not be disturbed. There­
is no member on this side of the House 
that is not just as anxious as any h?n. 
member sitting on the Governm<mt stde 
to have indl'\itrial peace in Queensland. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

1Ir. 130\VJ\IAN: I have been connected 
with tradr-•s unionism ever since I was elrg­
il:>le to join a union, and I am sttll a mem­
ber and I hav0 always regarded strrkes 
t , perhars the most barbaric· _way that w_e 
could poe oibly have of settlmg dtsputes, a.nd rir 
would be much more preferable if we could 
get a system by which both parties co~ld be­
brou-'ht to··cther a.nd have m 1tters ·adJusted 
tr> the satisfaction oJ' both sides. (Hear, 
hear !J But this Bill will never accomplrslL 
"hat the hon. gentleman d<:·sirPs it to do. 

Mr. PAYNE: It is not possible. 
:\Ir. COYNE: It will have the opposite 

effect. 
1Ir. BOW:\!AN: Tho hon. g-entleman, I 

notice, h"'s copied a ge>od deal of the New 
t-\outh TvVak., Act which was recently passed, 
and '\ hilst he was spcakin•c on the Bill I in­
t<crjeeted e:at he had copied a good deal of the 
proviRions of the New South Wales Act. and 
ilo poli.h,ly told me that he claim_ed, on th11t 
account, my support for tho Bill. I c:;.n 
a .uro the hon. gentleman, and those srt­
ting behind him, that so far as I am per­
son.Jly concerned-and I -speak for every 
member sitting behind mo-(hcar, hear !J­
that we will fi<rht thio metcsure "to the last 
ditch" rather than let it pass in iLs present 
form. 

OPPOSITION 11EMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

1\Ir. BOW:MA::~: We know the hon. gentle­
man has power-we know the Government 
Lave a rnajority sitting behind t~ern to-day 
that will enable them to do practiCally what 
they like, but we are not g-oing to sr~ down 
and take it calmly. "\V" are gomg to· 
fight everv clause of the Bill, and try and 
rr~ake it something better than it is now. 
The hon. gentlenian copied all the penal 
clause_, out of the New South IV~Ies Act, 
and all the worst possil>le featuns o£ that 
Act. 'l'hc·re was one thing that strw?k 
me, and that was that there are c8l·tam 
provi·ions in the New South Wak•. Act that 
the hon. gentlemttn and thc-'·e associated with 
him have· discarded altogether. 

J\Ir. CoY~E: They were ra,refully dropped 
out. 

J\'Ir. RYAN: All the good features of that 
Act are left out. 

Mr. BOWl\.IAN: Now, what have they 
left out? They have left out the rural 
workero, and the hon. gentleman stated that 
he felt oure that a majority of thf' members 
of ~his House would feel that they had done 
the right thing-. I remember-. when the 
\V a: es Boards Bill was before this Chamber 
comA few years ago, the hon. g-entleman, 
and also his !Pader, were sittinl'" in the 
eold shades of Opposition, and I remember­
tile a.nxiety of the hon. g-entleman . when 
we succeeded in getting a provision inserted" 



Industrial Peace Bill. [7 AUGUST.] Industrial Peace Bill. 613 

in that Bill giving the right for any farm 
.employee to apply to have a wages board. 
But why is it knocked out now: Why have 
they delet2d that provision from the Wages 
Boards Act? Is it because the two leading 
gentlemen sitting on the Treasury benches 
are the champion middlemen of Brisbane? 
Is it because they fear something is going 
to be done that may affect their personal 
interest,,? Is it because they have behind 
them. on those back benches, a number of 
'farmers' reprPsBnt::ttives, who can either 
make the:''l or unmake them any day they 
like? 

Mr. MoRGAN: The people put them there. 
Mr. BO\VMAN: I am not ~aying they 

did not 'end them there, but there is one 
thing very evident to my mind, and that is 
that the bon. member, as well as every 
farmer's representative, probably realise that 
if this Bill wNe passed in the same form 
as the New South \Vales Act-had it in, 
eluded rural workers. whether they be farm 
labourers, whether they work in connection 
with dairying, horticulture, or viticulture­
as the hon, gentl<>man said. when introducing 
the Bill. that he felt we have to consider 
th.. export markets of our produce, but the 
leader of the present Government said the 
same thing when we were fighting to get 

'those ,,,nrkers included in the Wa~:'C'S Boards 
Act. He asked on that occasion, "1Iow 
can our farmers compete with the farmers 
of Sib ria if they are brought under this 
Bill?" 

Mr. Bl!~BBINGTO}<: Quite right. Ho,w can 
they? 

::\1r. BOWMAN: I ask the han. member 
for Drayton whether he wants the Aus, 
tralian farm labourer to be brought down to 
the level of Siberian serfs? 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : No; we treat them 
fairly. 

Mr. BOWJI.IAN: The hon. member says 
"No." H,o is like his leader; he did not 
mccm it when I brought him to task on the 
very same question. But I will tell the 
farmers' representatives how I think they 
might be able to allow these men to come 
m der the provisions of this Bill. They may 
"lY that thA present markets do not enable 
them to pay higher wages. What has been done 
in N rw South \Vales? I remember meeting 
the New :"onth Wales 1vTinister for Public 
"Works, the Han. 11r. Griffith. on a certain 
,occa<ion within the walls of thi< Chamber. 
,and he nointed out what his GovBrnment 
were doir<s for the farmers. and I hope 
'the farmers' repre,entatives will take notice 
of this: 'That the Government had realised 
th<•t it was their duty to take thP farmers' 
·cre?m. mulw their l·ttter, find a market, and 
<"i, e the'TI an ad van or on their products. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: But thev cannot do 1t 
nny dw:tper than we c:m, nor as cheap. 

J\fr. BO\L\L\N: W'" have evidently got o,ne 
hen. mnnber here--

Mr. P '.YNE: A middleman. 
J\fr. BOWMAN: I do not say he .s a 

middleman. I think he is a oona fide 
farmer. I do not want to do the hon. 
member a 1y injury. I believe the han. mem­
ber hes taken a very great interest in co­
operative works. I want to point out to 
the han. member for Drayton, and others 
who are with him or who think with him, that 
if they can make or unmake-and this ha8 
been assert,od by some members who are 
Eitting behind them-if they can make or 

unmake the Government whenever they 
]ike, the)l now is their opportunity of seemg 
whether some better conditions cannot be 
got for the farmers and I promise any hon. 
member who cares' to do anything in that 
respect that they, will have the support of 
every member on this side of the House. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
1\Ir. E. B. C. CORSER: We will take it 

sitting down. 

Mr. BOWMAX: Of course, the hon. mem­
ber will take it sitting down. I find also 
that Government servants are excluded from 
the provision,> of the Bill. Did the her;. 
gentleman see a copy of t~e N~w Soutl1 
Wales Bill when hB was draftmg h1s? There 
the Government railway t>mployees, the Go­
vernment tramway employt>es, the harbour 
boards, nnd o,ther industries in connec­
tion with the public service-they all come 
under the provisions of the Bil~. Yet . these 
Liberal gentlemen say that th1s p~rtwular 
Bill is going to bring about all that IS hoped 
for in the way of peace. 

Mr. PAYNE: Unionists and non,unionists 
to work together-just fancy! 

Mr BOWMAN: I .am jult going to refer 
to th~t. In New South Wales, the Act pro­
vides that only unions can be reg1stered. 
Here we have the shandy-gaff G?ve.rnment 
kind-the non-unionist and the unwmst-the 
Government which are prepared to let the 
non,unionists come in and reap the benefit 
of unionism : and there is no man in this 
Chamber who will deny that the unionists 
to,day, not only of this country but of eve,ry 
country, have kept up wages all over tne 
world. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hea,·, hf'.,tr ! 
Mr. BOWMAN: I do not think there is 

one hon. member opposite who will .ref:"te 
that argument. It has been the umomsts 
who have fought--

Mr. KIRWAN: And suffered, too. 

Mr. BOWMAN: The hon. member for 
Fitzroy told his teachers . at t~e begi;ming_ of 
this year that he gloned m the1r beu:;g 
unionists-he hoped they would ;all ?e m 
the ranks of unionists. _\.nd yet ne s1ts on 
that front bench and joins in the delibera­
tions of the Cabinet--

The SECRETARY FOR PU!lLIG INSTRUCTION : 
And there are only 300 out of 1,500 in the 
union. 

Mr. BOWMAN : And you are a poor 
organiscr if you eould not get the lot of 
them in. (Opposition laughter.) 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
We arc doing a fair thing to all, although 
we have no preference to unionists in our 
department. 

Mr. BOWMAN: That reminds me of a 
Bill pasood last session-the Health Bill. 
We heard a <rood deal during the Address 
in Replv-I a~ not permitted to discuss it 
now-b,;t the badge question came up. The 
nurses who come under th;; Health Act have 
to wear a badge and the nurses who are 
registered und,"r 'the Act have to get pre­
ference. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Because they have 
the qualification. 

Mr. BOWMAN: You have admitted the 
principle of preferenc<> to competent "'ark­
women. During my experience in conneo· 

fl:b-. Bowman.] 
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tion with industrial matters, I have invari­
ably found that the unionists in all ! r,::tdes 
were the most competent. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : That is 
not so. 

Mr. BOWMAN: Of course, the hon. mem­
ber speaks of a place which, I suppose, has 
been at a lower ebb than any part of Queens­
land-that is Toowoomba. 

OPPOSITION JVlE~IBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. BOW:MAN: The fact that the lowe:;t 
possible wages are p,aid in the foundries 
there has been drawn ,attention to time after 
time. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : That 
does not strengthen your argument at all. 

Mr. CoYXE: Are you ,a unionist? 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: I have 

employed unionists and non-unionists, •and 
continue to employ them. 

Mr. BOWMAN: On looking over the Bill 
I find provisions, particularly in the penalty 
clauS"'S, which ,are a disgr.ace for any Go­
vernment to introduce into a deliberative 
Chamber. A man who violates this law 
under certain conditions can be fined up to 
£1,000. If a person, an industrial organisa­
tion--

Mr. E. B. C. CoRSER: Not a person-an 
employer. 

Mr. BOWMAN: I will find the clause and 
read it. 

The HOME SECRETARY : Look at the "<LY 
~he Comm:mwea)th have imposed penalties 
m connection With Royal Commi,sions, up 
to £2,000. 

Mr. O'ST:LLIVAN: Is that why you have 
retaliated? 

The -SPEAKER: Order ! I must ask han. 
members on my right to refrain from inter­
jections. The leader of the Opposition is 
making an important speech, and I hope he 
will receive the courtesy of the House. 

OPPOSITION ME~IBERS: Hear, hear! 

!Mr. BOW~AN: A man may bG fined any­
thmg from £1,000 down to £10-that is for 
violation of certain sections which are in the 
Bill. Do hon. gentlemen sitting on that 
b_ench opposite really think that the imposi­
tiOn of a fine of £1,000 is a fair thing for a 
person who may either knowinglv or un-
knowingly-- ' 
. The PREMIER: You misinterpret it. That 
1s the case of a person who performs a lock­
out-that is the employer who performs .a 
lockout. 
. Mr. BOWMAN: I do not care whether he 
IS an employer or not, I think it ie too stiff 
.a p~n:>lty . for an~one to pay. I find the 
provisiOn IS contamed in clause 39, which 
says-

" If any person enjoined .by •any such 
order, after service thereof, disobeys the 
sa~e, h~ shall, if an individual, be liable 
to Impnsonment, with or without hard 
labour, for a;ry period not exceeding si-.: 
mont~s,. or, _If ,a company or industrial 
-associatiOn, It shall be liable to a penaltv 
not exceeding one thousand pounds." • 

That •applies just the same to ,a strike as to 
a. lockout. 

GoVERNMENT MEMBERS : No ! no ! Read 
the interpretation clause. 

Mr. BOWMAN: There is one thing no 
hon. member can deny-that there are penal-

[ Mr. Bowman. 

ties under which an individual can be fined 
£1.000 for doing something contrary to the 
Ad. 

:Lvlr. E. B. C. CORSER: An employer. 
Mr. BOWMAN: An individual or a mem­

ber of an organisation can be fined from £500 
down to £10; and those penalties are too 
great to impose on men who are endeavour­
ing to bring about an adjustment between 
themselves and their employers. This Bill 
is introduced with the specific object of 
crippling unionism. (Hear, hear !) If a mem­
ber of a union has not the money if he, is 
guilty, if he happens to be a trustee, or is. 
associated with trustees who have property, 
that property can be confiscated by the Go­
vernment. 

Hon. J. W. BLAIR: What clause is that? 
Mr. BOWMAN: The hon. member knows 

as well as I do. He addressed the miners 
of Bundanba the other night, and he knows 
that they totally disagree with the Bill. 

Hon. J. \V. BLAIR: No--as framed. 
Mr. BOWMAN: That is the Bill as we 

have it. 
Hon. J. W. BLAIR: No; it is not total dis­

agreement. 
Mr. BOWMAN: The hon. gentleman 

knows as well as I do that the Worker news­
paper can be mulcted in damages to the 
E'xtent of the fine if it says one word in 
reference to a strike before the fourteen 
days' notice has expired. The trustees may 
be had up for any property they possess for 
doing the same thing. It is monstrous to 
think that in this twentieth century we have 
a bodv of men who are prepared to bring 
in such a Bill. The hon. gentleman opposite, 
who always preaches peace--

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: And 
practises it. 

Mr. BOWMAN: I am not speaking dis­
paragingly of the hon. gentleman when I 
say he is a man who makes certain pro­
fessions and knows his Bible fairly well. 
We read there of one who said, "Peace on 
earth, good-will towards men." Is this Bill 
going to bring peace on earth and good­
will to men? It will do nothing of the sort; 
and you will have to build bigger gaols than 
there are now if the Bill passes in its present 
form. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. BOWMAN: I would be the last man 

to stir up strife if I thought there was any 
possible chance of having a deoont Bill 
whereby we could get peace -in this State, 
because I am as anxious to sec peace as any 
other man; but it is absolutely impossible­
to make this Bill a pe<eceful BilL The pro­
visions are altogether too stringent. The 
hon. gentleman made it his boast during the 
election campaign that he was going to put 
a stop to strikes. From the time of Moses 
down to the present time there have bPen 
strikes, and lockouts, too. I was listening 
to a sermon on Sunday nigh-t when it was 
stated that Moses advised the men to go on 
strike because they had not straw to make 
-their bricks with 'under old Pharaoh; and 
f'rom that time to this there has been a 
succession of strikes. I do not wonder at 
strikes taking place in many parts of the 
-world. I was privileged to be in the. ?ld' 
country last year; and I found the conditiOn 
of affairs such that anv man who would not 
.~eesent them I do not think could be called a 
Jtnan. 

Mr. MoRGAN : Those conditions do not 
exist here. 
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Mr. BOWMAN: The han. gentleman has 
not been many years in Queensland; but 
I can tell him that since I have be;:m in 
Quc,··nsland I ha Ye seen tho sweating carried 
on here by employers, especially in connec­
tion with the seamstresses; and the hon. 
gentleman should know that in Victoria, 
before wag0s boards were instituted, a dis­
gr.wcful state of affairs e'<istcd. 

Mr. MoRGAN: I admit that was so many 
years a.ro; but it is not so no\v. 

Mr. BOWMAN: \Yo have in this Bill 
fourteen days' notice to be gh en before a 
strike can take place or before any trouble 
can take place in an industry. That fourteen 
days' notice is not asked for in the New 
South Wales Bill; and I do not think that in 
a good Bill here it would need to be asked 
for. Even under the Wages Boards Act 
most o£ the men who have had their awards 
have stood by them; and I do not know 
one award given under the Commonw.Palth 
Arbitration Act that has not been obeved. 
The han. member for Grq;ory a weel~ or 
two ago pointed out that when the shearers 
and labourers had their case before the Arbi­
tration Court under Judge Higgins, though 
the labourers did not get as satisfautory 
an award as they expected or as they were 
entitled to, yet thPy did not complain or 
violate the provisions of the award, but con­
tented themselves for three solid years, and 
had their case brought up again for readjust­
ment. \Vhen we have evidence that an Act 
has ;:;i ven satisfaction in that way, surely the 
Gove·rnment would be wise in doing some­
thing to emulate it, if not in every particular, 
at ]c-ast in its best provisions, which has 
been done elsewhere, ancl bring forward a 
Bill that would give more satisfaction than 
this Bill does. The han. gentleman who 
introduced the Bill also stated-

" I should like to ask if the time has 
not come when, instead of widening dis­
putes, the best thought and the aim of 
those who occupy public positious should 
be, not to widen disputes, but to bring 
men together with tho view of settling 
their disputes in an amicable manner?" 

Of course, we believe in that, but this Bill 
will never do it. 

Mr. E. B. C. CoRSER: Why? 

Mr. BOWMAN: Because it is too strin­
gent, and because of the one-sided and 
biassed clauses in it. 

Mr. E. B. C. CORSER: Which are the one­
sided clauses? 

Mr. BOWMAN: The han. member can 
tell me when he gets up to speak. 

Mr. E. B. C. CORSER : I cannot find them. 

Mr. BOWMAN: I know that the Bill in 
its present form will give general dissatis­
faction to the unionists throughout Queens­
land. Even the miners, whom the han. mem­
ber for Ipswich represents, disapprove of the 
Bill. I have a letter in my pocket from the 
secretary to their union, Mr. Gledson, to that 
effect. 

Han. ,J. \V. BLAIR: "The wish is father to 
the thought." 

Mr. BOWMAN : It is nothing of the kiiJ.d. 
The han. member knows quite well that 
there is a great deal of dissatisfaction over 
the Bill as introduced. There must be a 
reason for the introduction of the Bill and 
I believe that reason is to be found ;;, the 
late general strike in Brisbane. I believe 

that is the reason that actuated the Govern­
ment, supported by the Federated Employers' 
Union of Queensland. 

Mr. CoYNE: The Emplvyers' Federa,tion 
dictated it, and it had to be carried out. 

Mr. BOWMAN: I do not know what the 
Employers' FDderation did, but I am satis­
fied that the Bill as introduced is not going 
to give satisfaction to a solitary unionist in 
Queensland. Why this industrial unrest? It 
is because the labourer feels that he has 
not been getting his fair share of the wealth 
he produces. and that he should get. It is be­
cause some men are growing extremely 
wealthy, while others are kept just on the 
verge of living without being able to save 
anything. If the average workman in 
Queensland, even with the wages he is now 
receiving, has a week's sickness, he is thrown 
back for six or eight months, and he cannot 
pull it up. While wages have increased, the 
cost of living has increased infinitely mor:e. 

Mr. MoRGAN: That is only natural. 

Mr. BOWMAN: It is not natural. But 
whether it is natural or unnatural, it is one 
of the causes of the present discontent. Men 
do not strike just for the fun of it. Men do 
not strike because they want to be idle. I 
believe the three principal causes for men 
striking are, that they want an increase of 
wages, or shorter hours, or they go out in 
sympathy with a body of men who are fight­
lUll: for a principle. Some may ask mD 1f I 
w<tnt to perpetuate strikes. I do not. I hope 
that we have seen the last of them. 

Mr. COYNE: Do you think you can prevenL 
them? 

Mr. BOWMAN: I believe we can go a. 
long way towards preventing them if we 
have the proper machinery for doing so. But, 
honestly, I do not think this Bill will ever 
give the satisfaction which the han. gentle­
men sitting on the front Treasury bench 
think it will. Mr. Knibbs, in his latest 
"Year Book," points out that neither wages 
boards nor arbitration courts have fiiJ.ally 
settled industrial troubles. The Secretary 
for Works says that the Bill is going to 
debar paid officials of unions from appearing 
before the boards or before the court to re­
present their unions. Now, I would ask 
the han. member why he thinks these men 
will not give satisfaction? The han. member 
£or Enoggera is a warm supporter of the 
Government. I ask him whether the two 
men who have acted as secretary to the 
Butchers' Union have not rendered him and 
the other master butchers good assistanoo 
in conferences? I think the han. member 
will admit they have. I think it is fair that 
the permanent officials of unions should be 
permitted to appear on behalf of the men, 
and it is not the duty of any Government 
or of this House to deprive unions of the 
very be<.t assistance they can get in the proper 
representation of their cuse. Some of the 
best tradesmen, while they know a great 
deal about their trade, are unable to debate 
the question before a tribunal. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WoRKS: Does 
that not apply to the employers also? 

Mr. BOWMAN: Certainly. What I want 
is, that the very best mon connect~? with 
a union should be able to g-o and g1ve the 
very best evidence obtainable, with a view 
to bringing about a settlement in quick time. 
I will take Mr. Crampton, of the Butchers' 
Union. He opposed the han. member for 

Mr. Bowman.] 
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Windsor at the last election, and I am sure 
that hon. member does not think that Mr. 
CNmptcn i.< a man who would not be able 
to give satisfaction in advocating the claims 
vf the men of his union. Why deprive the 
wharf labourer. o£ ::\1r. McCabe's -ervices, 
or tho boottna~·:t::~L' of the sorvious of lVlr. 
Harris·: I do think th;-.t no mrrnber of 
Parliamenc sh<mld be allowed to appear 
l>efore the tnucnhd; buc I think that a 
union is entitled to be repre·cnted by anv 
of i'd offici.'"~ ls if it has confidtncc in thenl. 
It seer:rs to me that the Mini,,er is <·!l­
ueavouring to f ·vour the omplo:. ers by not 
allovnng Lh~, be :, Hl-Pn to ropr•- ·snt the men's 
intHi ,ts. That is tiw o:.ly conclusion that 
I can arrive at. \Vhcther I am right or 
not in thiaking that remains to be seen. 
I do not ,,e. how I cnn think anything dse 

dter the v, ay tho hon. gen-
1[8.30 p.m.] tlcman has spoken. lice said 

that probably aft.-w a man has 
been away from it few ;, oars he would 
have forgotten the technicalities of the trade. 
\V e knm, that the1·0 is to-day a complet." 
evolution so far as industry is concerned. 
The rnac~inery in use is totally different 
to what rt was twenty years ago. Take 
the trade that I \1 as brought up to­
bootmaking. I know that in that par­
ticular trade they have machines that 
almo.-t mal<"· thn whole boot through and 
which cere manipulated sometimes by a ;outh 
or perhapJ one man, v, ith three o; fou~ 
boys. J\11.chine-nwn boots to-day are made 
almost as well by the Goodyear machine as 
what they can be made by hand. Yet, will 
the hon. gentleman tell me that becaus-1 
there have been such wonderful strides in 
the trade, so far a9 machinery is concerned 
that the secretary who happens to be out 
of tho trade for two or three years does 
not know th" technicalities of the trade? 
He may be an able advocate. He may be 
like the hon. mernbr·r for Windsor anl my 
colleague the hon. member for Barcoo. They 
ple.a1 as barristers, but they alwavs have 
soliCitors by_ 'hem, probably to give them 
pomts, and m that :1y the workman in the 
tradR can give points to the ,e men who, I 
say, have th,, right to appear and advocate 
the claims of the men in:,te!!d of cutting 
them out because they happen to be mem-
bers of th'l union. -

OPPOSITION JHEllfBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. BOW:\1AN: I have no objection at 

all to the F~cretary of the Ernplovors' Fed­
eration, l\1r. Ra"lson, .n_.pponring. · He is a 
c.>pable 1 ,n, and I have no objection to 
him ':cting on behalf of the employers. But 
I claim as a nght that ever·:, man who has 
the confidence o£ hiJ fellow-unionists should 
n_ot be d- L.trrGd fr'?m occupying an,- posi­
twn at all under this Bill. 

Mr. E. B. C. CoRSER: Even if he is not 
a trade.1 man. 

Mr. BOWMAN:: From my experience of 
secretanes of umons to-dav, I c:1n sav that 
they are generally secrotR'ries of the' ti·ade 
that thC>y he, Ye been brought up to. 

Mr. E. B. C. CORSER : That is not the 
Bxperience that I have had. 

Mr. BOWMAN : I know that the bulk of 
the _unions to-day who have officials, and 
particularly those who n.re permanent men, 
that those men have been bona fide workers 
in connection with the industry which they 
represent. 

Mr. E. B. C. CoRSER: In many cases. 
[Mr. Bowman. 

Mr. BOWMAN: In all cases that I know 
of. If that is so, then those on this side 
of the House are not asking too much in 
asking this l·ight for the·•G men so long as 
they are qualified, and so long as thmr 
unions think they are qualified-and they 
are the best judges. Why should this Hou.,e 
dictate to the unions and e<ty, •' You shall 
only have a certain class of man that we 
are. prepared to give you. \\. G will not let 
you pick the smartest man." Do you not 
think that that union would be at a disad­
vantage if they \Yere not allowed to pick 
their snlartr_'''L 1nan to meet :,he sn1artest 
man on the emplOj'Crs' side in the indus.try 
they arc engaged in? Pm·,onally, I thmk 
thev would be at a disadvantage. Dealing 
with strikes, thPI'e is a paragraph fro.n a 
work h<>ro which I wish to read. This i~ 
a book entitlPd "Political Economy," by 
Mr. F. A. \Vallvr, and on page 379 of his 
book ho says-

., What is the failure of a strike?­
Nor must it be thought that because 
strikes often, perhaps we might say 
comrnonlv, fail of their immeaiate ob­
ject, they are, therefore, nugatory. 
i\Iany an insurrection has been put down 
speedily, perhaps with great sl.aughter, 
which has been followed by remisst.Jn of 
tax-es. by redress of grie•. ancos, by ex· 
tension of charters and franchises. It 
may be considered doubtful whether the 
succ'ls9ful or the unsuccessful insurrec­
tions of England have done more to 
advance English liberties. Of the rising 
of the peasantry against Richard II., 
which was suppressed in a few days, 
Prof. Thorold l{ogers sa0 s, 'The rebel­
lion was put down, but the demands of 
the villeins were silently and effectually 
accorded. \s they w<Jre ma;tcrs for a 
W8ek of the po,.ition, the dread of 
another servile war promot0d tlH· liberty 
of tlie serf.' Even an unsucc•essful strike 
may mako en1ployers more moderate. 
considerate, and conuiliator~, as tbe:t re­
call the anxieties, the struggle::;, :Lld the 
sacrif'ces of the conflict." 

Apart from the statement he has given, I 
do not say I have a desire to foster the 
continuance of strikes. I have made it per· 
fectly clear that I do not want strikes. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. BOWMAN: When we think of the 
strikes that have taken place in the past­
we have only to go back to 1890 in our own 
State, when we had the big maritime strike 
right along the coast of _\ustralia. Corning 
a little later to 1891, we had the shearers' 
strike in the West of Queensland. Vv e know 
what that cust the ·Government at that time. 
But tho,e strikes were not without their 
lessons. These lessons were to this effect­
our members, who were in the House shortly 
after that, were told, and even advised, by 
the late Sir Hugh Nelson, "'Why don't you 
caiTY, out your work in a constitutional 
).r[l~\ ', 

Mr. COYNE: That was Sir S. W. Griffith. 

Mr. BOWMAN: No, it was Sir Hugh Nel­
son. He said, "Why don't you have your 
repre,,entatives in this House?" The result 
was that they took his advice. Shortly after 
the 1890 strike, there were thirty-odd Labour 
members returned to the New South Wales 
Legislative Assembly. And after the 1891 
strike here-in the 1893 election-there were 
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fifteen Labour men returned to this side of 
the House, and they will be remembered by 
some hon. members who are here to-day. 
We have gone on from that time up to the 
present. We have tried wages boards. The 
Minister has admitted that even from the ex­
perience he has gained as Minister adminis­
te,ing t;lat parti< ,lim· department, he has 
learned a good deal in the way of going 
ahead, so far as legislation is concerned. He 
admitted that in his speech. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS : I am 
always trying to learn. 

Mr. BOWMAN: You are slow to learn 
on this pa.rticular question. I well remem­
ber the London dock strikers of 1889. What 
was the result of that strike? The two 
leading newspapers of Brisbane-the Bris­
bane Couri, r cmd the Daily Telegraph-both 
contributed large sums of money as a dona­
tion towards that strike. They were striking 
at the time for what in England was known 
as a '" tJ.· ... l.t_er" a da_>, and those b~,o ne·ws­
papers contri!cut.,d ho:ndsome sums of mr>n<ey 
towarr:•, H. disputG. I remember being in 
a chun~1 in Brisbane one eyening· '''hile the 
London dock strike was on, and the clergy­
man spoke on behalf of the men, and a col­
lection was taken up. But under this Bill. 
if a man speaks in support of a strike, or if 
he offer> one word about a strike taking 
place, he is subject to the ppnalties con­
tained in this Bill that we are now con­
sidering. 

Mr. E. B. C. CoRSER: There arc other 
.remedie:-;. 

Mr. Cm•NE: There arc no other rt•medie>. 
Mr. E. B. C. Cvl<~ER: There are other 

ror.cedics, a,nd condition& are all right 

Mr. BO\VMAN: The hon. member's con­
dition may be all right. Mine is ail right, 
but I am not sp<'·<kin ' for myself: I am 
speakin;r for the v:age-earners of Queens­
land. 

l\1r. E. B. C. CoRSER : And I am thinking 
of the Y.'a:.te-e:Irnr-1.:> of {),uee~~si"-~ncl. 

:'11r. BO\'\~\JAN : The hon. member thinks 
that he is speaking on behalf of the wage­
earners of Queensland. 

Mr. E. B. C. CORSER: I have as much 
right to do so as you. 

Mr. BO\V:\IAN: The conditions tc-day are 
not as good as they might be. Will the 
hon. meLtber admit that? 

Mr. E. B. C. CoP~L11: Perhaps not. 
Mr. 'HORGAN: They are better than they 

were. 
Mr. BO\VMAN: I remember the time 

when they had slavery in America. They 
,have abolished ''"very there, and things are 
bett.•''r than they wore, but the conditions 
arc not"'" g-ood th··rc as they might be even 
in that grrat country. Do hon. members 
oppo,.ite >~·ant puce? D-' thoy desire to 
have a pPaceful solution of the difficulties 
that naturally will arise between employer 
and employee? 

Hon. J. W. BLAIR: ~Io;t decid<>dly, yes. 

Mr. BO'N:\IAN: If they do. thicn I tender 
a little advic.e to the hon. gentleman who 
introduced this Bill-tl1at he should with­
draw the Bill, remodel it. and int1·oduce a 
Bill on which he wn get the support of 
every member of this side of the House to 
assist him in trying to preserve industrial 
peace in Queensland. 

M. E. B. C. CoRSER: Utterly impossible. 

1\Ir. BO'WMAN: \Ve also re,diJe that this 
fight is a £3ht, no.t- o_aly in our o- ,-!l gre~t 
country of .c\u'' ~,ru.lia., ~Jut it i, <:\ ti~~ht 111 

almost all the civilic''d parts of the world. 
I \Va·J ,.aying ju.:;t a few illO_ln€n~·'" <--.o ~~at 
when in Louden I sa''. conclitiore> tlwr:· w;uch 
wore ouch that I co.nsider if a wan would 
not ~trike thcd you could not rctll him a 
man. Take, for instance, the r"'ih ay works 
of that country-a fii·st-claE' porter, with a 
wife and six children, was paid 17s. a week, 
out of which 9d. was deducted for insur­
ance. 'While I was in \Vales I saw miners 
on c.trike Tho. had lwc·n out for eight months 
at tha.t time, and for ton months a1together. 
r[\1'"'"0 1ne:1 w--:ro not BV8I-1ging I' 10t·e than 
2",. a day for v<'orking do \n in the bowels 
of the hll'th bring,ing oPt that ., ealth. \Vhat 
fu.r? To oimnh- give increased profits to 
the men who· ,;wned that mine. In going 
through certain parts of Britain, P":rticularly 
the E<ast End of Lm:don--lhe wonder to me 
'ms not that th.,rc were strikes, but thnt 
there was not a revolutio.n there. After 
g:oin~; through that East End, I came home 
-and told 1113- \vifo: •• ,y Jll," I sa1cl, "aft~;~ 
what I have seen to-day, I am a rebeL 
\Yhy? To seq lhe conditions that existed 
thei-0 ,.,-a::; enough to make any rnan feel so. 
There 'q~re rne,l 'vho. could ride in their 
carriu:-;e'\ "~sho could write their ra1nes to 
tremendous checmes, and yet those unfortu­
nate crt-aturcs \~.'ere riglit on tb0 eve of 
dt.>·"titution >~nd sLtTYation. Those are the 
conditions that exi"t there. 

Hon. J. \V. BLAJR: There is PO parallel 
in this Stab•. 

J'IIr. BOWMAN: I admit that in Aus­
tralia 'I e have, at any rate, the machinery 
by wh;ch we can do something· to help our­
s.-1ve', but in Grt:>ut Brita,in the:r have not 
ITOt it. If a man shift; from a place where 
hu rt ,ide,, he i, disfranchised for eighteen 
months. Thov talk about the Brisbane strike, 
and also the lawlessness of men. Hon. 
members, I suppo;e, have· read 8ometh\ng 
of what haJ taken place-not by the workmg 
''omen of En,~land, but by some of the 
til'ed ladie·,, by some that are very well 
educlted, and vet thooc \\Omen are fighting 
for political lil;erty. 

The PRE1fiER: \V e are not discussing that. 

Mr. BOWMAN: I am just ,;i, ing this 
to , how that there is a spirit of unrest 
politically, and what exists pol:tica.II:; ox1sts 
indu·;triallv. \Vhile in \Vales I saw uon­
dition::; in~ connct tio11 1vit11 iron moulding­
me:.-. getting 8< low as 2".-, 3d. a day-first­
clas--; moulders. I 8".Y such conditions ,as 
th,.-t are alto,' ther unfair, a,_d the 'mnder 
t,J me is that them have noi been .-trik<"''; 
bu·i tlure is a body of nwn trying to bring 
abo.ut a c:1an2.e of ~~diairs in that gre:tt coun­
(orv. It is slow. There is no doubt ".bout 
th.at, but still the 'vork is C"Oing on. In 
II eland !hey ha1·c Lcen fighti I:,-- for years 
to get their rights-that is, Home Rule--­
th.ere ha., b.-ea pcr'"'Lntion ther(', and we 
know the C:o~·ernment have irnp0secl the 
sternest posFibfe penalties on thrse '"'"n for 
1vhat thev hav dom, and there are men 
there wh~ arc r~gard,•d as being tho heroes 
of this great fight in the o.'d couutry: some 
of them have Yifited this State. and yet 
to-day, after all tho vRars of dnmocratic 
legislation tliat we have had fro•a one end 
of the continent to the other, we have the 
Government coming down with a Bill that 
to.-day hac; no equal in any part of Aus­
tralia, and I question very much whether 

Mr. Bowman.] 
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it has an.y equal in any other British-speaking 
eountry m the world. There is a freedom 
given to-day in the old country to unions 
that the hon. gentleman said he would not 
give in ()ue,ensland. 

The PREMIER: Peaceful picketing? 
l\Ir. BOWMAN: Not peac.ful picketing 

at all. That is included in it, but I refer 
to t~e protection of their funds. The hon. 
gentleman says "No." He has seen enough 
of what ha·, t':ken place in the old country 
recently for hrm not to introduce it here. 
I saw there men who could lose him politi­
cally and economically, and they realise that 
these men. have rights, and that they are 
human bemgs, "'nd deserve to be treated 
as such; and I ask hon. members sitting 
o_n the front TrE>a-.ury bench to calmly con_­
sider whE:lher they ar:e doing the right thing 
-whether they be their supporters m· whether 
they be not-I know that a number of 
unionists do vote for the Government. \Vhat 
we want tD consider is whether it is neces­
sary to stop the industrial warfare that is 
going on. Every man in this House will 
say "Y<>·." How can we best brinrr that 
about' The hon. gentleman savs boy this 
Bill. . 

Mr. C0Y:-iE: By coercion. 
1\lr. BO W::VL-\N : Yes, by coercion. 
Tho PEEMIER: No. By political freedom. 
Mr. BOW::'!IA:c-J: Nothing less than coer-

cion. I saw a placard during the election 
readin,;, ·~Peace and plenty in the home, 
ancl the hberty of the people." The hon. 
gentleman who is leading this Government 
is doing nothing in the way of liberalising 
what ought to be liberaliscd to-day-that is 
a progressive industrial law that will settl~ 
disputes. 

The PREMIER : The most progressive ever 
submitted to any Parliament. 

Mr. BOWMAN : The most tyrannical ever 
submitted to any Parliament. 

OPPOSITION ME)IBERS: Hear. hear ! 
Mr. BOWMAN: In conclusion, all I can 

S>;Y is that I hope before this Bill is long 
discussed the Government will see fit to 
withdraw it, and give us something that, at 
any rate, savours of £,airness. This is not 
fair; it encroaches upon the liberties of the­
people more than anything I have yet 
known. A man can hardly call his soul his 
own under this particular Bill. A man is 
simply penalised on the day he enters a 
union until h,; di,;s, if this Bill becomes la"iv 
and I think the time has arrived when w~ 
should take. into consideration the very best 
steps to brmg about a measure that will 
give the f!-'ll£"t satHaction. Not merely to 
the Government who are in greawr numbers 
to;day-they ,are only a small part in my 
mmd-I say the bulk of the wage earners. 

The- PREMIER : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. BOWMAN: Not only the unionists 

but even the non-unioni,ts, will live to curs~ 
this Government for introducing such a Bill. 

OPPOSITION MEli!BERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. BOWMAN : The hon. gentleman 

thinks that he is going to introduce this. 
Let me tell him one thing-that force begets 
force--

Mr. HoDGE: A threat ! 
Mr. BOWMAN: It is not a threat. The 

hon. memb0r may take" my word ihat if 
some hon. memhers on this side had been 
inclined to use force during the recent strike 

[J!{r. Bowman. 

in Brisbane, it would have taken place. 
But there are some of us here to-night who 
took a stand and warned the men ac-ainst 
doing anything that would -bring them 
within the pale of the law. I will say this 
to-night---I have never said it before on the­
floor of this House-l venture to say that on 
that Friday, had it not been for the app<;al 
that mv>elf and the hon. member for W 11rrego 
made to those thousands of men who were 
there readv to crush all that came hnfore 
them, there would have been a riot that day. 
(Government laughter.) I am not saying 
that to get any credit for what I l1ave done 
-I did my duty on that oooa·•ion as I have 
tried to do it every time. 

OPPOSITION l'ilE)IBERS : H car, he ur ~ 

Mr. BOWMAN: All I can say is, that 
when we are discuo'<ing this Bill, we should 
realise that the wage earners of this State 
have a claim. Aft-er all, where would -any of 
the hon. gentlemen opposite be \1 ithout the-. 
efforb of the· wage-e1.rners of this State? 
Thjs i going to affect every man and wo01an 
in the State, and it is going to do something 
more. I think it is a cowardly thing on the 
part of th-e Government to introduce a pro­
vision that if a man cannot pay he has to­
go to gaol; and if he does not go to gaol, 
then they are- going to garnishee his wages. 
What becomes then of the women and chil­
drPn depending on ,the breadwinner: Doe5-
tho han. gentleman then express tho sym­
pathy I have heard him expr<.''S on many 
occasions in this House, or is it a sham pro­
f€,~sion that he has been making? Accord­
ing to this I can draw no Dthcr conclusion, 
that the hon. gentleman does not care, sr> 
long as he can exercise that power, so long 
as he can be associated with a Government 
that has forced this Bill upon the people, 
which some day before very long will be, 
resented by them. Within the next six 
months proba;bly there will be a Fe-deral 
election, and I say to th" hon. gentleman, 
who wants to still have Home Rule· for 
Queensland, if they pass this Bill in its 
present form they are giving to the Com­
monwealth Parliament the grandest weapon· 
they ever had to fight and carry their refer­
endum 'appeal with. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hev~r! 

Mr. BOWMAN : I, for one, will do my 
very best to see that carried if this Bill 
passes through in its entirety. I would ad­
vise every union in Queensland to become 
federated with their fellow unions of Aus­
tralia, and come under the Federal arhitra­
tion law, and discard the rotten la;w that is­
sought to he imposed upon this Stitte by the 
present occupants of the Trea;sury benches. 
(Opposition cheers.) 

The PREMIER (who was received with· 
Government "Hear, hears!") said : I 
thought by placing the Bill before the House­
several da}s before the second reading was 
proceeded with, hon. members might get to 
know the contents of the Bill, and to appre­
ciate its provisions. (Opposition laughter.) 
After the lucid introductory speech of the 
Secretary for Public Works, I had confidently 
hoped that at least something of the Bill 
·would have been understood. The hon. mem­
ber who has just resumed his seat has no­
conception whatever of the nature of the con­
-tents of the Bill. His remarks have largely 
been in the nature of a travesty, and to 
some degree he has dilated on the condi· 
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tion of affairs in England, which has no 
parity with the condition of affairs here. 
The hon. member said that industrial con­
flicts .are not confined· to this country, and 
argued that because that is so, our efforts to 
avert such conflicts will fail. I hold, on the 
contrary, that with this Bill on the statute­
book of Queensland there will hereafter 
be little, if any, justification for industrial 
upheaval-(Opposition laughter)-because we 
put it entirely in the hands of the employees 
to discu" the matter of wages, conditions, 
and hours with their employer. The hon. 
member has entirely, from first to last, missed 
the spirit of the Bill. During the Address 
in Reply, more than once reference was made 
to this Bill, and it was hoped that it might 
be in the nature of conciliation and arbitra­
tion. The Bill, from start to finish, is 
nothing other than a conciliation and arbi­
tration measure. 

Mr. THEODORE: Coercion! 

The PREMIER: Under the Standing 
Orders, my time is limited to forty minutes, 
therefore, I c:mnot traverse all the ,t "tte­
ments which the hon. member has made, nor 
do I intend to follow the line taken by the 
introducer of the Bill in gomg somewhat 
into the details thereof, but I want to make 
clear what is the object of the Jov3rmncnt:, 
and how it can be accomplished by the 
acceptance of this measure. The hon. member 
has entirely misunderstood it in regard tG 
the penaltieF, both as applied to the award 
and to other items. It is in no sense a penal 
measure. I think that the wholo secret of 
his distress is that he had anticipated a 
Bill of reprisal, a Bill in which there was 
"the mailed fist," and that he found there 
is nothmg of reprisal in it; there is no sing­
ling out the unionist as he was expecting, 
though he is distrec.-.ed because we will not 
put thn unioni• t upon a pedestal of super­
iority to the non-unionist. There is the 
same road of approach open to the unionist 
as there is to the non-unionist, and the han_ 
gentleman, in his ,,econd-reading speech, has 
not been able to show, nor when the Bill 
gets into Committee will he be able to 
show, that there is anything in the nature 
of discrimination. I shall show before I sit 
down that the employer is under the same 
conditions precisely as the employee. 

OPPOSITION ME~IBERS: Not at all. 

The PREMIER : It will suit my purpose 
better to refer in the proper time and place 
to the clauses that bear that out, so that I 
may make the best use of the time at my 
command. The Bill is truly designated an 
Industrial Peace Bill. 

An OPPOSITION ME>IBER: Peace at any 
price. 

The PREMIER : Anyone who will peruse 
the Bill will see that it has peace-peace ' 
that may be s 'Cured in the sence expressed 
by England's greatest poet, when he says-

" A peace is of the nature of a conquest ; 
]'or then both parties nobly are subdued, 
And neither party loser." 

The object of the Bill is not peace at any 
price, but peace with honour, both to em­
ployer and employee. The employer and the 

employee under this Bill have 
[9 p.m.] their equal rights, and must 

recognise mutual obligations. I 
ask any unprejudiced person to peruse the 
Bill and to say whether he can come to 

any other conclusion than that the whol.e 
object ·and desire of the Government IS 

to secure industrial peace. We have here 
the principle of conciliation, and in some 
cases compuLsory arbitration, and conducted 
solely by the interested parties, on the one 
hand by the employees, who know their busi­
ness and on the other h:cnd by the employers, 
who' know their business, meeting round a 
common table so as to arrive at what is a 
fair price, w'hat are fair conditions, . 3;nd 
what are reasonable hours. And provrs~on 
is made that if the award does not give 
satisfaction an appeal can be made, not to 
the Minister, but to an industrial court, 
equal in every respect to our Supreme Court. 
And no one yet has been able to say that 
the Supreme Court of Quecmslan_d does !lot 
dispenoe justice, or is . in anyWise .P.ar~ral. 
Here we have arbitratwn and concrhatron, 
under which parties can get an award; and 
if the award is not appreciated, or is con­
sidered to be unfair, there is an appeal. 
Right through the Bill th?re is. justice and 
fair play. It makes no drstmcbon amongst 
the wo~ker••; it gives unionists and non­
unionists <:>qual claims to go before the board 
or before the court. The hon. ?;entl<''Tian said 
I r<efermd to the Bill as being in some degree 
novel. It is novel in this particuh>r-that we 
r<ecognise .all workers, and not n1orely the 
members of unions; that the non-unionist has 
as fn·o ac~ess to the hoard and the court as 
the unionist. Th<:> important question is, not 
whether a man is a unionist or a non­
unionist, but what is right and what is just. 
Here we have the open door, not the closed 
door not the caucus-the open door to all 
workers to settle their differences. Just as 
in our land legislation all men are equal--

Mr. FOLEY : The big man has the best 
chance. 

The PREMIER : The hon. member is as 
ignorant of our land legislation as he is of 
this Bill. Evervone knows that when land 
is thrown open,' every person, whether new­
comer or old resident, whether rich or poor, 
has the same chance. And just as it is in 
our land legislation, as it is in our civil 
courts where there is not one law for the 
rich O:nd another for the poor, so in regard 
to industrial matters which concern wages, 
conditions or hours, we say there shall be 
the freest' and fullest means of having all 
these matters considered. I thought the 
hon. gentleman was going to discuss the cause 
of industrial unrest. He seAmed to lead up 
to it but he did not deal with it. That is 
too big a problem for me to deal with _in 
the time at my disnosal; but one of the prm­
ci·lc•l causes of tha( u•,,-e-.t tttkC'D its I"if'·o in the 
quePtion of wages or remuneration; and if 
there is one thing this Bill will accomplish, 
it will enable the men or the women engaged 
in anv industrv to have their claims fully 
investigated and impartially adjudicated on. 
There are not a few who have expressed to 
me their surprise that the Bill mak<>s strikes 
legal; but how useless it would be for us to say, 
" Thou shalt not strike !" You can no more 
compel a man to work than yo': can compel 
a capitalist to invest money m any par­
ticular form of invPstment. But we have 
provided in this Bill that before a strike 
ocrur,, fourtePn days must elaP'"• ~uring 
which time all the workers engaged m the 
industry-not unionists merely,_ but all the 
workers in the industry-a regrster of them 
will be kept-will have the opportunity of 
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knowing the cause of the trouble, and also 
thP opporhnity of declaring whether they 
will strike or not. 

Mr. FoLEY: Who will keep the register? 

The PREMIER: There will be a registrar, 
-and there will be a register; but I am not 
going to di,cuss that point. In recent years 
there has been a distinct swing of the pen­
dulum. Even now in the old land they have 
no industrial legislation such as we have, 
and such as will be on our statute-book when 
this Bill is pa.,sed. I admit that before the 
-era of industri.d legislation, the conditions of 
labour were particularly hard. Fof! many 
_years the labourers were subjected to a large 
degree of injustice and, I regret to say, 
indifference on the part of employers ; but 
now in our Australia, in our Quoonsland, 
where we have industrial legislation, and 
the adult franchise, surely there is no need 
to rely upon the barbaric method of strikes. 
'The pendulum has swung; and the organisa­
tions of labour have attained a position of 
unexampled power. I may remark that the 
tyranny of labour is as inimical to the 
public interc't as the tyranny of capital ever 
was. 

Mr. BoWMAN: Or your Government.· 

The PREMIER: The object of this Bill is 
to prev£nt either order of tyranny from 
reasserting itself. It will enable men to 
get wh:•t is fc•ir and just and right. Anybody 
who thinks otherwise of this Bill has 
not realised its contents. Up till recent 
years the war has been against capital. Now 
it appears that the war is against society. 
To remedy the grievance of a few men 
there are those who would plunge the whole 
communit .. into turmoil and attack the whole 
liltate, and subject the public to inconveni­
ence and intimidation. The leaders-not the 
rank and file-of the workers are to-day as 
s"lfish i'1 their objec' as ever c.1pital "as 
at its worst. They are now carrying on a 
class fight; and the short-sightedness of the 
1Paders anJ their intolerance must recoil 
upon the workers. The object of this Bill 
is to pro'P"i the workers from that recoil. 
We are not concerned with tho professional 
agitator and Mr. \Valk-about. All we seek 
herA to do is to deal with the worker. 

Mr. Bow~·"": Haven't vou go~ some pro-
fessional w;,lk-abouts? · 

The PRRi\UER: We seek to protect the 
worker :.zainst the short-sightedn2ss and in­
tolerance of his leaders. 

Mr. FIHELLY: Like the wolf prot. cting the 
lamb. 

The PREMIER: The limitations imposed 
on tlF workers are equally imposed on the 
<mploycrs. This is what is prodded in 
clause 33--

" If an e:nplvyur dismiss( s anv cm­
ploye.e from his cmploymc at by l·eason 
merc7 of the fact that. the employee is 
a mem1Pr of a board or h:.s given 
evidence before a board or tho court, or 
has made any application or appeal to 
the court, or has Pndcavoured to secure 
the crcc.tion of a bonrd, or is or is not 
an oflicer or nwmber of an industrial 
association, or is <>ntitled to the benefit of 
an a.warJ or of an industrial agreement, 
lie shall be liable to a penalty not exceed­
ing fifty pounds. 

" If any employ<:e ceases 
the service of an employer 
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\Vork in 
by reason 

merely of the fact that the 8mployer 
or any other employee is a member of a 
board, or h,os given evidence before a 
board or tho court, or has made any 
application or appeal to the court, or ha~ 
endeavoured to secure the creatwn of a 
board or i:s or is not a Ine1nber or 
officer' of an industrial association, or is 
<lntitled to the benefit of an award or 
of an industrial agreement, he shall be 
liable to a pc·nalty not exce,oding ten 
pounds." 

Then it is pmposed in the next clau:;e that 
no person shall be discrir.ninated agamst on 
account of his membersh1p or non-member­
ship of any industrial 'association-

" No person shall be refuwd. e'?ploy­
ment or in any wa:: discrnn~nated 
against on account of '?ember_ship or 
non-rncmbl'rship of any 1ndustr1al as;:;o­
ciation. 

"No nerson who is an employer or 
employee shall be discrimina~d agamst 
or injured or interfered wrth m any W':Y 
whatsoever on account of membership 
or non-m'lmber,.hip of any industrial 
association.'' 

Mr. THEODORE: Protection to scabs. 

The PREMIER: 'fhf> object is to see 
perfect fnir play as bdween. e1~1ployer and 
employee, and as between umonist and_ non­
unionist. Every man can plea?e him"elf 
whether he will work or not, but It does not 
follmv that the law will sanction men com­
bining to bring about a cessation of work, 
or what is known as an orgamsed s~op. 
During the past few mon!hs the m_agazi!'es 
have been largely occupied m discussmg 
industrial problems. 

Mr. FIHELLY: Have :y:ou read all t~at ~as 
been said in the magazmes about strikes . 

The PREMIER : The point I want to 
make was put thus in one magazine-

" A baker may refuse to sell me broad, 
but if all bakers similarly act, I should 
starve, and the State m;;'st protect me 
against such an outbreak. 

\Vhat may be permissible in tho case of a 
soiitary individual or in the case of . a 
soiitary institution is criminal when done ~n 
combination. \Ve can Imagme cases I!' 
"hich partisans not satisfied with the condi­
tions under ~hich they find the~selve~, 
strike· but brcause "' blacksmith strikes rt 
does ;,at follow that the carpenter should 
also strike. There must be found a w_ay 
out of the difficultv in regard to mdustrr>:l 
conditiom, and my contention is that thrs 
Hill provides fully and amply that way out. 
The han. memb_er opposite, during the cour.se 
of his rcmark3, referred to the Tr>;t~e Dis­
pu.t•"s Bill and also. to the . condi_tron of 
atiairs in Great Brrtam. I thmk hr.s refer­
once was rather unfortunate. Durmg the 
last few weeks we have been noting the 
cableo-rams coming through, and if the free 
use of weapons-even of pistols and ~f ba~ons 
-be the outcome of peaceful prcketmg, 
which is such a prominent part oi the Trade 
Disputes Bill-then I say we. do n?t want 
that kind of thing introduced mto this State. 

GovERl'<~!ENT i\f.E'MBERS: Hear, hear ! 

The PREMIER: The object of peaceful 
picketing is to enable men to pre_vent. other 
men from taking employment. lt 'Y'll be 
seen that the notion of some people rs that 
nobody should be permitted to take the place 
of the man who strikes. " If we cannot get 
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our own way, then nobody else shall do the 
work." In this Bill we place at the com­
mand of workers an indu,trial court with a 
judge. What does he do ? 

Mr. BOWMAN : Who is he to be? 

~1r. FIHELLY: Some good servant. 
Mr. FORSYTH: The hon. member for Bar­

coo, I expco{)t. (Laughter.) 

The PREMIER: This is what the judge 
may do-

,, The judge may act as a mediator in 
any industrial matter or industnal dis­
pute, whether or not it is withm tJ;e 
jurisdiction of the court, in all cases in 
whiCh it appears to him that his media­
tion is desirable in the public interest," 

He is to act as a mediator, even if a matter 
is out of the jurisdiction of the court-

" The judge may, whenever in his 
opinion it is desirable for the purpose 
of preventing or settling an industrial 
dispute, summon any person to attend, 
at a t"me and place specified in the 
sununor:9, at a conferonci~ prnsided over 
by him,alf. 

·· ..t\.ny person 1na:; be so sumn1oned, 
notwithstanding that he is not connected 
with the dispute, if the judg·· thinks thac 
such person's presence at the conference 
is likely to conduce to the preven•"ion 
or SeLrlement of th~ dispute." 

Everything that can rpasonably be done to 
bring uwn togel.her is sought to be don.1. 
Then, what happens on appeal? That is set 
forth in clan~ 44-

.. The court or any board, in the exer­
cise of any jurisdiction, duty, power, or 
function conferred or imposed upon it, 
shall be governed in its procedure and in 
its '>wards and decisions by equity, good 
consci<:nce, and the substantial merits of 
the case, without regard to technicali­
tj, .; or lC£; al forms or tho practice of 
o d1er cvurts ; and 

''The court o~ any bo.u .1. in the exPr·· 
ci'.;' of ar:y such jurisdiction, duty, power, 
or function, shall not be bound by any 
ruL ~ or practice a~ to evidence, L u .. t 
rna;.· in~orn1 its rnind on any matcer ~11 
p:rch rnanner as it thinks just." 

Everything is done to secJ:re an equitable 
·adjustment and to bring the parties together 
on f.1ir lines. If men r·efuse to accept the terms 
which the court-not the employer-has said 
are fair, and which the court has said are 
all that the industr;c can afford to pay, and 
if there. Lre other men who are willing to 
take up the work, is there any valid reason 
why the:;, should not take it? Is thGre any 
common sense or any justice in forbidding 
them so to do? This Bill, I emphatically 
repeat, is explicitly for the worker. It 
pLaces in the hands of the worker the con­
trol of his own affairt. We have ·h<e're full 
conciliation and full arbitration, ;:md com­
pl-ete protection for both employer 'antd 
emplo0£2. 

Mr. BOWMAN: Why did you exclude Go" 
vernment employees? Will you tell us that? 

The PREMIER: Yes; .I will tell you that. 
It is because they have, it may be said, in 
the Parliament itseH a good wages court. 
They have in Parliament a court which can 
l?ok after them and see that they get jus­
tree. 

Mr. FIHELLY: ·why don't you give them a. 
rninimum wage? 

Mr. HARDACRE : Why do you allow non­
unionists to vote in the ballot? 

The PREMIER: The whole industrial life 
of the communit) cannot be subject to ~he 
caprices of any section of the commumty. 
Thore are provisions made with regard to. 
public utilities. They will be found ilL 
clause 35. 

Mr. RYAN: The Brisbano tramways comes. 
under that. 

The PHEMIER: Some occupations have 
more prossing connedions with the public 
than others have. For instance, it may be 
said that the leg is more important to the· 
individual than the arm, or that the cylinder 
is more important to the locomotive than the· 
spokes of tlw wheel. Some industries are 
more vital to the community than others, 
h~~nce special prvvision is rnade in regard 
to th~n1. Let us assume, for the sake 
of argument, that the internntion which 
this Bill provides fails, and that the men are 
dissatislied and will not work, and decrde 
to go on strike. Are we to be depri':ed of 
our public utilities? Is the commumty to 
be ,'.tarved? Are we to go without light? 
Are we to bo deprived of fuel? If portion 
of a machine breaks down ,,, a at once seek 
to repair iL If the driving-rod o£ a loco­
motive broaks, we at once put in another 
driving,rod, ;md the machine goes about its 
work. Is tbP machinery of the industrial 
world to have no replacement? Anyone 
who seeks to restore the services to the in­
dustrial world is called opprobrious names .. 
Industrial lifo is far more co:nrlox than 
a machine Yet while we may replace 
a broken 'pa;t of a machine it is said 
bY some that we mmt not r~pliioe por­
tion of an indu,,trial machine. I ,.ay 
once n1orc that \V8 cannot ~:.tv to the 
men, or to anJ section of 1nen, ".You shall 
not strike," but we do say, "Before you 
strike you must cxhau t all reasonable means 
to effect a settlement, then if you will not: 
accept the conditions and hours but quit 
work, then thore is no reason Y hy othe~~ 
should not bo taken en to fill Your places. 
(Hear, heo,r !) Men :ue often dissatisfied 
with the finding of a court, and they appeal 
from tho Supr<Jme Court to the Full Court. 
Thev """ sometimu diss1tisfind still, and 
appeal to th& High Court; and, when the 
finding is arrived ,at. the0 are "till dissatis­
fi<:"<l, but they have to accept that finding. 
vVhat do we' ·oek to do her: ? \\ c ,scr k to pro­
vide every reasonable and pract;cable means 
of coming to a sound conclusion. First of 
all, the principl" of wage·· boards is con­
tinued or renewecl, so that the , mployer and 
·employee maY discuss in a quiet "nd busi­
ness-like mannpr all the matters incidental 
to thPir trade. Then, if eithnr p:; ri is dissat­
isfied, there is th• opportunity to :·ppcal. I 
think when that is done, thct it will be 
found that practically all our difficulties 
may be ecdjustcd and settled. The whole prin­
ciple of the Bill is that equity and common 
sense should prevail, and that all men, no· 
matter whether thes belong to an organisa­
tion or not, : .. ball be consulted before a 
strike or industrial uphc:wal takes place. 
It is most dcnlomble that our community 
should at any. moment be liab::3 to disr·up­
tion. Is there no way out? I say that there, 
is, and I believe that this Bill provides ,a;, 
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full and ample way of getting out of our 
difficulties. If th'"'e is no alternative to 
strikes on the one hand and lockouts on the 
other, if there is no recognised legal and 
peaceful way of solving our industrial prob­
lems, then the Slate may as well resign 
its authurity. But it is because we want 
to maintain parliamentary rule, and it 
is because we desire to see the indus­
tries of the State progress, and because we 
desire to protect the workers of the State, 
that we are bringing this Bill before the 
oountr:., and, in my opinion, it will do all 
that we are hopeful it will accomplish. It 
is a Bill to secure i:or the employee and em­
ployBr a complete modus operandi, and it 
vindicates the authority of Parliament and 
the State. It is our desire to break down 
antagonism. It is our desire to bring about 
an identity of intert<.;;t.s bctY eGn various sec­
tions of the community. 

Mr. BoWJ\hN: You will never do it with 
this Bill. 

The PREMIER: It is a fair thing we are 
seeking to do in this Bill. We do not want 
anyone to profit by another's misfortunes. 
What can an industry beo.r? The parties 
are called upon to confer, and they can de­
cide for themJelv<s exactly what they desire 
to do. If the interestoo parties •are dissatis­
fied, then they can refer to the industrial 
<JOurt. Indu~trial peace is begotten more or 
](,ss of forbearance. There must be some 
spirit of forbearance. I do not say by any 
means that this Bill is the last say in indus­
trial law, but it is a great step forward in 
industrial law. 

Mr. BowMAN: It is a most backward step. 

The PREMIER: I think this Bill will 
accomplish its purpose. It will bring about 
.security in employment .and ensure a reason­
able return for the capital invested. The 
workm>tn is worthy of his hire, and a good 
clay's work for a good day's pay is .a prin­
-ciple that · w0 want to see adopt-ed and 
carried out, and it io provided for in t:ris 
Bill. 

Mr. BoWMAN: Why don't you apply that 
to rural workers? 

Ths PREMIER: Any !nan or woman, 
111d1'"t.h'_'r unionist or non-nnionisl, c:tn secur'-~ 
a recop.-nition of his or her claims equally. 
Unions have undoubtedly served a good pur­
pose, a,lc! will still continue to serve a good 
purpose. This Bill is not levelled at unions. 
It is not neces·.ary in order to get justice 
under this Bill to be a member of a union. 
So long as a man is a worker, ;;hen this 
Bill becomes stntutory law, he will be able 
to get that full measure of justice which every 
British subject should get in •a free country 
like Australia. 

GoVERNMEN:r MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

The PREMIER : Instead of people being 
in armed camps-instead of employers on 
the one hand and emplo:-, ees on the othf'r 
hand being in armed camps, their only 
methods being to bring about the destruction 
·of one or the other, we aim ·at the inception 
of true profit-sharing· and the principle of 
mutual co-operation. How is it to be brought 
about? B;' the employer paying the cm­
p:oyee as much as the industry will bf'ar. 
It is folly to a.•k him to pay more. How is 
it that to-day so much goods are being im­
porkd into Austnlia? Because in other 
parts of the world they are ·able to produce 
.those goods at a much lower rate. Either 
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something must be done-either the . tariff 
must go up-and perhaps that may not b<: a 
bad thing-or there will be a con~inued .m­
troduction into the State of 1ncreasmg 
quantities of goods, if the wages paid here 
do not bear some relation to the price obtain­
able for the article produced. 

Mr. FIHELLY: It is because of this Indm­
trial Peace Bill. 

The PREMIER: I say by the introduction 
of this Bill we are making it possible for 
the two great parties-the employers and the 

employees-to mutually co·oper­
(9.30 p.m.] ate, and to so have wages fixed 

that the employees shall get a 
fair portion of the profits. I honestly hop.e 
and desire that they may get It, and this 
Bill simply lays clown a principle under 
which they may get it, and the employer 
also shall have protection, in that there shall 
not be prescribed conditions which the in· 
dustry cannot afford. 

Mr. FOLEY: That is your new protection. 

The PREMIER : To digress on new pro­
tection would be rather a serious proposi­
tion just at the present moment. I do wish 
to see a wage vaid absolutely in every p_ro­
ducing industry and in every manufacturmg 
industry that can be paid by such industr~·· 
There is no reason in the world-and this 
Bill sa.fely guards against it-;\ hy ~n ei?­
ployer, or man who inve,ts h1s ca;rntal 1n 
1my industry, shall g<:t from that mdustry 
more than he is entitled to get; and we 
provide here that the employee may discuss 
the whole pre:position with the employer1 and 
secure to himself that whwh he Is JUstly 
entitled to. I know quite well-I know the 
principal reason why bon. member~ opposite 
are so antagonistic to this Bill. It IS becau .e 
\\·e are dealing with all workers. 

11r. BOW:UAN: It is not. 

The PREMIER: It is because we are 
making it possible for all workers . to get 
justice for themselY0g without havmg the 
intervention of the union secretary or any 
other union o.fficial. All the worker need 
do now is to apply for a wages bo~rd, and 
that board will be granted to him, and 
without the ini ervcntiou of the union sec­
retary or any other person who exists 
through thR imposition of ti~hes. or fees, he 
will be able to get all the JUStiCe that the 
law of this land can give unto him. Her'' 
we have the means of providing adequate 
and full compensation fe:r every man em­
ployed in evNy industry. 

.Mr. FIHELLY :. Except public s :rvants. 

The PREMIER: If this Bill becomes 
statute law, the industrial worker will go 
n;arching along the national highway of pros­
perity, progress, and peace.. (Gm·ernment 
cheers.) 

l\1r. THEODORE: After having been ac­
customed to, the usual perfervid oratory of 
the hen. gentleman who has just resumed 
his seat. it is somewhat disappointing to hear 
his rambling and disjointed ·,ltt<'l'ances on 
t.he pr0sent Bill. It. oecms to me that the 
hon. gentleman recogmsed that he has a very 
poor casg indeed at the pre ;ent time, and 
he finch the gTeatest difficulty in justifymg 
himself or his Government in introducing 
this piece of !e«islation. It seems to me, 
for the last half-hour at least, the hon. gentlP­
man has been stringing on his speech, and 
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floundering for arguments which wtere not 
available. At one stage of his speech the 
Premier said that, in his opinion, the Bill 
was wisely designated. Let me remark that 
I consider the title of the Bill an attempt at 
irony. ThD title of th<J Bill is Bntirely a mis­
nomer. The Bill cannot produce peace. It 
has, in fact, in ibdf elements which will 
be a constant menace to industrial peace, 
and will, in itself, provide material for pro­
lunged industrial dissatisfaction. The Pre· 
mier said there was no intention on the 
part of the Government to show unfair dis­
crimination in the matter so far as persons 
wili be con~ern<ed who co.me under the juris­
diction of the Bill. To my mind, and to 
the minds of all unioni&ts, I think this Bill 
is evidence of •an attempt to show the most 
partisan discrimination asainst unionists. The 
whol<J objeut of the Bill-if one can 
a.rrive at the true purport of the Bill-the 
whole object of the Bill seems to me to 
aim at industri,d unions, and is an attempt 
to. crush the power of industrilal unions. 
'There lras not been wanting evidence of 
the attitude. of the Governnoent party to­
wnrds umomsm. '\Yhenever they have had 
an opportunity of showing their true relation­
ship to industrial unions, we have had a 
demonstration of bitter hostility to that move­
ment. The Premier said that peace· was in 
th~ ~ature of a c~mque&t. Perhaps he was 
thmkmg of the hnes of Byron, in one of 
whoS<J poems are the words-

" l\lark 1 \Vhcre his carnag-e and his 
conquest cease 

He makes a solitude and calls it peace." 
Is that not Bntirely applicable to this Bill ? 
'l'he hon. gentleman r<esponsible for its intro­
duction desire" to create peace. He is going 
to do It by annihilating the unions. He may 
create peace. He may accomplish that which 
has not been accomplished in any civilised 
part of the world, and bring about industrial 
peace, but will it be a peace that is de­
sir~ble? Will it be a state of things of 
whiCh we shall be proud? I maintain if 
peae,~ is brought about in the way the hon. 
gentleman desires, it will be a dishonour­
able peace, and something of which we 
will not be proud. Let me emphasise 
that this is an attemnt on th, one 
~ide of_unjust interference \vith a ''ery great 
mdustnal problem at the present time. I 
would not mind if the Government were 
inspired with an honest desire to bring about 
better relatiOns between the employer and 
the employee; but the provisions of this Bill 
indicate that there is no such de3ire actuat­
ing them. They merely desire to give the 
':'mployer :;- be~ter opportunity of suppress­
mg anythmg m the nature of discont<Jnt, 
and, whilst there remains unsatisfactory 
co1_1ditions, whilst there remains unadjust<Jd 
grievances and harsh conditions in con­
nention with employment, ,!!ways will there 
be dissatisfaction, and it is a dissatis­
faction th:tt should exist while these bad con­
ditions remain. The Government realise that 
these conditions do exist. The bottom of 
all the industrial unrest in the world to:-day 
can be found in the fact that the conditions 
of the employees are not what they should 
be. Whilst we recognise that, and whilst 
it is 'absolutely irrefutable, the Premier and 
the Government seem to think the oJily thing 
necessary is to give th• employers sufficient 
power to prevent the employees getting a 
fair deal, and to penalise them heavily if 
they seek t<> depart from the drastic laws 
1vhich they impose. I should like to call 

the athmtion of the SDcr,_+ary for Public 
works to the spiritual iujundion which 
says-

" Thou shalt not muzzle the ox that 
treadeth out t-he corn." 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WaRES: You 
want to prevent the other ox from treading 
out the corn. 

Mr. THEODORE: I think the other ox is 
mostly an as>. A statc.nent was made by the 
Premier, which called for an interjection 
about the injunction that "Thou shalt 
not st~al." I may say ·<'t the time l recollected 
the stai.··ment of tho la·;_,J ThonillJ Carlyle, 
where he said that he ,._ ou!r! ask the 
workers to ahva~. s re1nen1bcr :he injunc­
tion, " Thou shalt not cteal,'' but at 
the same time never to forget it., corollary­
thou shalt not be stolen from. In this Bill 
the Government are going to put it in the 
power of the emplo;yers to enable Pmployees 
to be stolen from, without givi;.g them any 
power to resist that mwroachment. Al­
though there is here the skeleton of a 
measure ])!'O\ iding for arbitration, the con­
ciliatory provisions are being used just 
merely as a pretext, to my nund, to crush 
unionism. How else can they c \:plain 
the provision in the Bill which prevents ,in­
dustrial boards, or industrial courts, from 
having any regard whatever to the victim­
isation of uniomsts? How else can they ex­
plain the prohibition, as far as the court is 
concerned, from having any regard for pre­
ference to unionists? The hon. gentleman 
kno\vs that in certain trades and Industries 
both employer and employe'· d0sire that there 
shall be a rule prescribing preference to 
unionists. Some employBrs de-sire it; almost 
ah' ays the employees de·,ire it; yet in 
the Bill there is a tacit prohibition against 
the board from prescribing anything in the 
nature of preference to unionists. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUDLIO \YORKS: No; 
.,-,-e sa;- all mDn should have equal oppor­
tunities. 

Mr. THEODORE: There is a provision in 
the Bill which is a distinct dBparture from 
anything in force in any part of the world; 
it allows an industricJ court to deal with 
all kinds of matter& except the two I have 
mentioned-the question of safeguarding the 
interests of the worker so far a3 victi.misa­
tion of unionists is concerned, and the ques­
tion of prohibiting boards from granting 
preference, even though preference may be 
highly desired. Thode two things demon­
strate my contention that the Bill is aimed 
at industrial organisation. The statement of 
the Premier that there is no unfair di<crimina­
tion, that penalties are imposed on the em­
ployer as well as the employee, carried no 
weight with me, for the n-ason thd they will 
never catch the employer, everi though he 
rna v most flac-rantlv br<Jak th0 conditions of 
the "Bill. He has all sorts of devices in which 
to escape any punishment that may be pro­
vided; and whilst we have such a Govern­
ment as we have now sittine; on the Treasury 
benches, there will neYer be any ac "ion taken 
against the employers to <enforc,· the penal 
clauses of this Industrial Pe:cce Bill. The 
Hon. the Premier talks about the t:n·anny 
of labour. That is m<Jrely an empty phrase. 
There are certain individual cases wherein 
certain persons who may be employees 
do something in the nature of an nnt of vio­
lence against someone else, but how that can 
he construed intA> an ad of tyranny on 
the part of organised labour, only the im-

Mr. Theodore] 
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agination of the hon. gentleman could 
explnin. .A .. s th1J right of organisation is at­
tacked by this Bill, and as there is an 
evident desire on the part of the Govern­
ment to carry this into force, in order that 
strikes may be entirely prevented in future, 
I desire to touch, if somewhat briefly, upon 
the qu.ostion of strikes in tho pa&t, and upon 
the question of their jmtification. In the 
meantime, I went to quote from an article 
appear:ing in a recent numb•·r of the W o,-ld' s 
Work, by Humphn_ey Edwards, dealing with 
the qu<?c,tic n o~ trades unions and the justi­
fication of their existence. He ,ays-

" The trade union is generally de­
scribed as having started life as an or­
gani&ation purely economic. The theory 
of the early nineteenth century had laid 
it down, with callous brutality which 
seems now beyond anyone's belief, that 
a working man had his labour to sell, 
and that it was desirable for employers 
to be left free to buy this commodity as 
cheap!:;· as was possible. If the Govern­
ment interfered in this procees it was 
guilty of economic heresy; if the workers 
combined to resist it, thPy were rightly 
punished for unlawful conspiracy. What­
ever wage a man could be induced by · 
the mi• .• eries of hunger to accept from a 
cold-blooded employer, that wage was· 
right and proper." 

The SECRETARY FOB PUBLIC \VOBKS: But 
did he not ,.ay something more than that? 

Mr. THEODORE: H" said something 
mor·e than that, and if the han. gentleman 
can us wh..<t che he has caid to bolster up 
his argEment he is at liberty to do so; but 
so far as that particular argument is con­
cerneci he will find nothing that will suit 
his 01-SC 

The Sr;cBETABY FOR PuBLIC WORKS : Y e,:, I 
will. 

Mr. THEODORE: Tho matter that Hum­
phr,''). Edward 3 refers to there, and the pre­
vailinlc: opinions in the nineteenth century, 
.so far a.-; union~, \Yerc concornod-the ques­
tion d the right to buy labour commodity 
in tho o;,· " market-are the principles 
which arv evidently inspiring the pre,0nt 
Government, and wh;ch underlie th1s 
mea•ure, and the recognition of the prin­
ciple that whatever the miseries of hunger 
will induce the workers to do, should be 
donA without any question as to its right. 
Unions may be described as voluntary asso­
ciations of working men, banded together 
for mutual protection and for the purpose 
of getting the, most fa;·ourable conditions of 
employment, and I maintain that those are 
two leg-itimate objeus. Unionism set out 
to ac~c.mplish this end by various means. 
The two lca'ding methods are those described 
as direct aptian and as political action. 
Both tho .. e are perfectly hgitimah•, though 
the n'embers of the Government party 
never admit it; thev never admit the 
right of unions to ·secure their object 
through political action. Regarding strikes, 
my p"rso:,al opinion is, that in past 
y~ar· in Qucens], .. nd, and in most coun­
tnes of the world, strikes have been 
highly beneficial. By means of strikes great 
improYennnt; in the conditions of om,Jloy­
ment have often been accompliched. I d'<> 
not .... ay that strikes have been alway sue­
c:· -sful, but what th 'Y h:we not secured by 
battiP, unions very frequently secured by the. 
thrc.t c: battle, both tacit and im-

rMr. Theodore. 

plied; and because there has been nO> 
industrial legislation which made the re­
lation3hip between employers and employees 
o£ such a nature that they could .agree to 
conciliate and redress gricvancas, strike& 
have been necessary in past years, as they 
will be nee essary in future J htr,,, if we 
have nothing better than the Bill which is 
offered us. In my opinion, strikes are neces­
sary to the times in which we live. The 
conditions of employment are bad, and for 
some years past there has been a tendency 
for the cost of living to increa'-o, making 
the purchasing power of wages smaller than 
it was previously; thereforP, there has been 
an agitation for increa·::ed wages ~o. co~npen­
sate for the increacoed cost of h vmg, and 
there has been a tendency to resist that up­
ward movement. Unions never act so un­
wisely or prc·cipitately as the PremiPr, or 
the members of tho Ministry, would lead us 
to believe on the question of strikes. Every 
circu1nstance bearing on th,_, question at issue 
is always thoroughly investigated by the 
unions, and they have also r0gMd to th& 
effect on the community of such action. I 
am speaking as one who has had consider­
able experience of strikes as a union official ; 
and I may say that thC>B are thine; that are 
discussnd before a strike i; enterc·d upon. 
They c•mc.ider, first of all, what are th& 
re,~ources of tho union to c,'l.rry on the act1on 
they contemplate. They consider also the una­
nimity or otherwise among the Ii ,m1bo·s o£ the 
union; the state of the labour market,. par­
ticularly in their own induetry; ''hat IS the 
public opinion on the question at issue-a 
matter that is never overlooked; also the 
po,sibility of failure or of success in the ac­
tion they contemplate. Thno nn .ideratwns 
are carefully weighed, and . subsequent 
action decided accordingly. \Vht!e we have 
faith in our compatriots, we can rely on them 
not to take action that would result in the 
terrible evil some people seem to think would 
be brought about if ,this Bill is not passed. 
\Ve can alwa0 s rely upon the common sense 
of working men to do the fair thing ; and 
v·hi!c they have to comB into conflict with 
mnploycrs we should not cripple their po\Vers 
of defenco, but allow things to go on in the 
present '"ray, unless \Y8 can ~ave son1e 
measure which will not unfairly gtve the ad­
vantage to one side to the dispute. 

The SECRETARY FOB PUBLIC WORKS: This 
Bill stiil gives them that privilege. 

Mr. THEODORE : According to my read­
ing of the Bill, >tny industry exce;Jt . those 
special! v exempt, such as the rural md us­
tries, c~n be brought under the jtui'v:lidion 
of the Bill bv the mere application of one 
employer, or 'the intervention of the Minis­
ter or the registrar; and once an award. IS 
made, they are bmnd by heavy penalt!~s 
to abide by the award. If they persiSt m 
adopting some othBr attitu·de, there. may be 
an injunction, and the most drastic penal­
ties, inciuding imprisonment, may be unposed. 
Now I w~nt to refer to a matter that v:as 
touPhed on b·,· the Secretary for \Vorks­
n_m1ely, the cost of strikes 'and the heavy 
losses involved. While it may be conceded 
that the cost of strikes often .amounts to a 
considerable stun, particularly if the struggle 
is a long one, an estimate of the cost is of 
no valw3 unless we also take into account 
the benefit·, that accrue from strikes. 
Workers do not incur great losses by etrik· 
ing without the hope of getting some corre­
sponding advantage; and almost in all cases 
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they do get that ad vantage in th,,• shape of 
increased wage-;, reduced hours of labour, 
and the betterment of the conditions of 
labour. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC WoRKS: Ap­
parently you are a gr._;.at believer in ctrikes. 

Mr. THEODORE: I have been for many 
years; and untii 1\e get something better 
than the han. member offers I shall cnntinue 
to believe in strikes. On the question of 
strik• ; I de· ire to quote from a work entitled 
"Co·~flicts of C:-;,pital and Labour," ·written 
by 1\lr. Goorbe Ho"\vcll, a wcll-knovrn 
,.uthority on the ,rade union movement. 
He sayd-

" There is, in fact, absolutely no com­
parison between the cost in pounds sterl­
ing and the gain, material and moral, 
which has accrued to the "orking dasse& 
from some of those labour struggles, 
comprehended in tho term ' strikes.' The 
whole question resolv·es itself into one of 
sociological statics and dynamics. The 
full value of this or that force or move­
ment must be estimated, if at all, by 
results which ·are not seen, .and therefore 
n.nnot be cc.lculated, and not merely by 
those partially seen, even b;; the closest 
observers." 

The .l-Ion. the Secretary for Public Works 
goes on one-sided investigations and· partial 
reports regarding the cost of strikes from 
inspectors under tho Factories and Shops 
Act, and u'~~~,., t.hrn1 as an argu1ne: t why y, e 
should have this Bill which will repress 
strikes. vYbo can estimate the value to the 
men of the strikes that have taken place in 
the mining industry, the sugar industry, nud 
on railway construction works in this i3tate 
during the last four y<'ars? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: Do 
you include the Brisbane strike? 

Mr. THEODORE: The advantages even 
in the cace of the Brisbane strike may prove 
to be very great. The han. gentleman had 
at different times shown great solicitude on 
behalf of the women and children. " I pity 
the poor women ,and children of the 
p,triker~." he said. What n1B1nber is thPrc 
who does not pity the poor women and chil­
dren if they labour under adverse circum­
stances? \Vho pities them more than th" 
worker himself? Does the hon. gentleman, 
with his smug hypocrisy, think he pities 
them more than we do? The women are 
just as brave as the men; and the women 
supply the gr-eatest encouragement to the 
men in times of industrial conflict : 'and it is 
often because of the nttitude of the women 
that the m~n are enoouraged to stand out as 
long as they do. This writer, speaking on 
the same· question, says-

" There is, however, another phase in 
connection with strikes, which will help 
to throw a light on what has been before 
stated-it is, that the women are often 
a' unbending as their husbands, and as 
cheerfully share the poverty and misery 
entailed upon them, if they ,are per­
suaded that the men one in the right. 
11any a wavering man has been 
strengthened in his resolution to 'stand 
out,' by the sympathy of his wife. She 
will work, rather than he shall desert 
his colours and give way. The writer is 
1912-2 R 

not drawing on his imagination for these 
statements; thev ar-e veritable facts, at­
tested by the experience of thousands of 
men, who have gone through the 
terrib:e ordeal or a long skike or lock­
out." 

Mr. FIIIELLY: Have you got a penalty for 
_the wives, too '1 

Mr. THEODORE: I need onh refer han. 
members to the bra ,·ery and fortitude and 
the noble feeling displayed by the women 
01 Tonypandy, m \Vales. Had it noc been 
for the: women, who undoubtedly themselves 

suffered the greatest hardships 
[10 p.m. J during the pro:onged strike that 

took place therE, -and had it not 
been for the encourngement they gave their 
husbands to remain loyal to their principles, 
that strike would not have been so prolonged 
as it was, nor would the men have put up such 
a great fight. The worlwrs ah- ays have to 
fight for every advantage they have gained. 
They have ne'Ver gamed an advantage with­
out putting up a fight, nor wiil the:;· in the 
future. lmi. apparently, the Government 
desire to cripple their power to fight, in 
order that they may prevem them gaining 
the advantages to vchich they are entitled. 
[t has been said in this Chamber that, despite 
unions, wages would have been as high as 
thev now are, and those arc ihe principles 
upon which the party opposite act-that 
unions are unneccs:·ary. If there were any­
thing at all in the argument, why on earth 
are they taking up this attitude of hositlity 
to unions? The Premier made some refer­
ences to picketing in England, and it is not 
the first time the han. gentleman made such 
references. He also made some sneering 
referenc.:.:· to our adyocacy of a Trade 
Disputes Act, or some provision for embodi­
ment in such a Bill as we have here for 
the protection of trade union funds and trade 
unions. He said that .after the experience 
of England in these m .. tt.ers it was not 
likely the} will do what we desire in re­
gard to these matters. There is a greoat 
deal of misunderstanding in ret:nrd to peace­
ful picketing. It seems to bn believed by a 
great number of people outside-r do not 
think that Ministers deceive themselves upon 
the matter-that this action on the part of 
unions, which is termed picketing, is a kind 
of desperate coercion. This misunderstandmg 
he s, no doubt, been created by the distorte~ 
reports of the doings of unionists by the 
newspapers. Picketing is the meuns adopped 
by unionists during an industrial conf!I_ct, 
whether it be a strike or a lockout, by whwh 
the unions inform strangers "' ho may be 
applicants for work in the industry affected 
of the circumstances of the CD"·~, and of the 
particulars of the dispute, and so on. 

The TREASURER : I am very glad you said, 
" and so on." It embraces a great deal. 

Mr. THEODORE: The interjection of the 
hon. gentleman shows me that he also is 
ignorant upon tho question. \Vhcn a dispute 
occurs, the union concerned desires to 
acquaint all and sundry, who 8"e likely to 
be applying for work at the place where 
the strike has taken paloe, of tho factB, and 
pickets are told off to watch the works. 
Those pickets consist chiefly of men who 
have been at work in the particular place 
they have been set to picket. They inform 
all strangers looking for work of the par­
ticulars of the strike and of the is3ue' that 
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are invol~·ed, and the question of terrorism or 
the question of violence is the very last thing 
that enters their thoughts. 

The SECRETARY ]'OR PUBLIC ·wORKS: They 
are perfect angels. 

Mr. THEODRE: Thev do not claim to be 
perfect angels, but it is 'because of the mis· 
representations of men like the han. gentle. 
man and _of the nm~spapers that. p<:>ople are 
led to beheve that pwkets are ammated with 
a dc~ire to intimidate and coerce and 
te~rorrse those who arc• seeking work. No­
thmg of the sort. 

Mr. WrLLHMS: You said yourself it was 
the last. resort. 

Mr. THEODORE : I did not say it was 
the last resod. The han. '!"ember may 
atten:pt. to d1stort what I smd but if he 
C";n Justify _his attitude with regard to this 
Bill, he w1ll probably do something which 
nobody else will be able to do. The Go­
vernment_ dmire to re,trict the rights of 
y;orke_rs m. regar~ to picketipg; but what 
lS thmr attitude w1th regard to picketing by 
employers, wh"! frequently adopt methods 
whwh are despwable and a hundred times 
more objectioJ_Jable than the . actions per­
form~d by umomsts? The ch1ef objection 
to pwketmg of those who oppose it is that 
they suppose it gives the power to men to 
prev-:n~ workers from securmg work, or from 
~emammg at work when they have secured 
It. Now, do employers never do anything 
C!f that kind? Do they not frequently black­
list men because they are unionists? Do 
they not victimise them, and hunt them 
entirely out of the district? Do thev not 
follow the'!" from place to place and prevent 
them gettmg work? If a man makes him­
self pro'!"inent in a union, do they not 
purs!'e. h1m relentlessly and prevent him from 
obtammg work, and very often force him 
into a position of absolute starvation? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: And 
do not unionists do the same thing ? 

Mr. THEODORE: No; they do not. There 
have, no doubt, been acts of violence and 
differences of opinion between workers, but 
those are not the actions of industrial unions. 
There are unions which adopt the most 
despicable methods and pursue relentlessly 
their members if they break their rules. 
One of those unions is the union to which 
the hun. gentleman belongs. (Opposition 
laughter.) There have been scores of men 
nt Gympie, Charters 'row,Jrs, and Mount 
Morgan, who have been driven from the 
places where they h:..ve resided for many 
years because their views on unionism did 
not coincide with the views of their 
employers. And yet we hear this outcry 
against picketing. Have han. members never 
heard of what is called the "document 
system"? Have they never heard. of the 
system which enables employers to get 
their employees to sign a document 
declaring hostility to unionism, and if they 
do anything against the interests of their 
employers, do they not pursue the worker kJ 
any part of the State? We know that some. 
thing of that nature was done recently in 
Brisbane in connection with the tramway 
employees. I will quote again from Howell' s 
book on "Capital and Labour," and we shall 
see how apposite his remarks are to wha.t 
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recently occurred in Brisbane in connection 
with the tramway employees. Howell says-

. " The attempt made by emp layers to 
mtroduce what is termed the ' document 
system ' was an effort to systematise, 
and render permanent and univer&al, the 
power to follow a workman from place 
to place, to set the mark of Cain upon 
him, and to reduce him to slavery or to 
beggary. The 'document' drawn up by 
the employers required their workmen 
to sign a declaration to the effect that 
they were not members of, and would 
not join, any trade union; and that if 
they were, they would cease all connec­
tim"l with it. and would not contribute 
towards the furtherance of any of the 
objects of such trade union. This docu­
ment was numbered, and the counteTfoil 
contained a corresponding number, to­
gether with the name and description 
of the workman. \Vhen he was dis­
charged, or left his employment, the 
name was &ent round to other employers 
in the trade, with a statement of the 
reasons for which he was discharged or 
left his work." 

That system, permcwus as it is, and per· 
nicious as it must ever be, is adopted in 
Brisbane. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : You 
have not quoted an instance yet. 

Mr. THEODORE: The bon. gentleman 
knows quite well what happened at the in­
quiry court in Brisbane last Monday week. 
On Monday week last, the employees of the 
Tramways Company were asked to sign a 
document declaring that they were either 
not members of a union, or, if they 'vere 
members of a union, that they would imme­
diately cease to be members of a union, and 
that they would not afterwacds join ,a union. 
That document contained a signature, and 
no doubt some reference number which may 
be used as an instrument against the mem­
ber who signed it. We know that in con­
nection with the pastoral industry this sys­
tem was adopted and carried into force for 
years, and it was nothing but the strength 
of the Australian Workers' Union that broke 
down that pernicious practice. Yet they ask 
us to agree with them in their hostility to 
peaceful picketing-a system of peaceful 
persuasion which is adopted by men to per· 
suade workers not to accept employment 
while a strike is going on. And we saw a 
member of the Ministry, who was interested 
as an employer, who took a great partisan 
interest in connection with the sugar strike 
of last year. 

The TREASURER: That is not correct. 

Mr. THEODORE : If anyone looks at 
what happened, they will see that it i& cor­
rect. The han. gentleman who interjects 
was a nominal employer in the sugar indus­
try and was a party to that strike, but what 
did he do in connection with the demands 
made ·by the men? I understand, Mr. 
Spe,aker, that you are indicating that my 
time has expired. I do not think that I have 
quite exhausted my time. 

The SPEAKER : The han. member has 
exceeded the time allowed him by the Stand­
ing Orders. 
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Mr. THEODORE: I regret that, Mr. 
Speaker, because I have R·everal other refer­
encr:J to m:tlm, and I would like to ask for 
an extension of time to complete what I 
ha,·, to c,ay on the m-1tter. 

Question-That the hon. mcmb0r for Chil­
lagoe b.:· granted an extension of time-put; 
and the H<;>use divided:-

AYES) 23. 
Mr. Adamson l\lr. Land 

Barber Larcom be 
Bertram Lennon 
Bowman May 
Coyne McCormack 
Fihel!y Murphy 
Foley O'Sullivan 
Gillie.'' Payne 
Hardacre Ryan 
Hunter The-odore 
HuxhnL1 Winstanley 
Kinvan 

Telle1·s: Mr. Fihel!y and Mr. Kirwan. 

NOES, 32. 
Mr. Appel 

Barnes, G. P. 
Barnes, IV. H. 
Bebbington 
Booker 
Bridges 
Caine 
Corser, B. H. 
Corser, E. B. C. 
Denham 
Douglas 
Gunn 
Hodge 
Luke 
Macartney 
Mackay 

1\'Ir. ~iackintosh 
Macrossan 

Paget 
Petrie 
Rankin 
Roberts 
Stevens 
Swayne 
Tolmie 
Trout 
Vowles 
Welsby 
White 
Wienholt 
Williams 

Tellers: Mr. Caine and Mr. Macrossan. 

PAIR. 

Aye-Mr. Gilday. No-Mr. Cribb. 

Resolved in the negative. 

.:vir. ADAMSON (Rockhampton) : Before I 
go on to discuss this Bill I should like to 
say a word or two in rc;ply to something 
that has be~n said by the Premier. The 
Premier made us clearly undc rstand, just 
before he ""t down, that tl:o objeu of this 
Bill is to kill the union secretaries, to kill 
the paid agitator, and I just wish to say 
that the men \\ ho, in the past, in British 
industrial history, have done the mcot for 
the working men, and to-day are filling some 
of the highest positions in the British f!ouse 
of Commono, were paid secret.nies. Thomas 
Burt, who is perhaps the oldest memoor 
of the House of Commons to-day, was a 
paid secretary. Henry Broadhurst was also 
a paid secretary. The reason, in my opinion, 
why the Government are so strong against· 
the paid secretary is because he is able, in 
an intelligent way, to put the case for the 
unionists. They do not want them. They 
·want someone in those courts representing 

·the unions who are not ablo or who are 
afraid sometimes to take the stand they 
ought to take. 

Mr. BoWMAN: Mr. John Burns was a paid 
secretary. 

Mr. ADAMSON: Yes, John Burns was a 
paid secretary, and he is now a Cabinet 
Minister. There is another thing I want to 
refer to before I commence to speak about 
the Bill, and that is the fact that the Hon. 
the Trcnsurer made so much nbout the cost of 
·the Brisbane strike. All strikes are costly, 

and they are costly to no one so much per­
haps as to the unionists-to the strikers. 
When you begin to talk about liberty; when 
you begin to think about the rights of hu­
manity to higher and better conditions, 
whatc ver price is paid, it is cheap if you 
are going to get increa.;cd opportunities of 
bettering the conditions for humanity in the 
future. I say thE' Brisbane; strike was a 
strike for the rir;ht to combine, the right 
to be a unicnist, and whatever hon. mem­
h3rs on th other sid0 of the House may 
say, in thi·' Bill there i,, a ddiberate and 
set purpose to do what the' can to disinte­
grate the unions and do away with unionism 
if possible. I would like to cay that I am 
thoroughly disappointed with the Bill. I 
expected the Government would take a 
wid0r, a juster, and a more g-enerous and 
a more hu1nanr, view of thP. cause of indus­
trial unrosc in the world to-day. I thought 
they wruld not allow the prejudiees born of 
the reccmt upheaval in Bri,,.IJane to warp their 
mind and blind their judgment, and make 
them take as a remedy for this unrest one 
of the most drastic measures that has ever 
been sought to be placed on any statute­
book in the world. It appears to me that 
they have learned nothing at all. They 
have remembered everything- that they 
ought to have forgotten, and they have for­
gotten everything that they ought to have 
remembered. They havG learned nothing at 
all from the industrial history of the past, and 
th€:'c have allowed a local dispute, which they 
magnified beyond all proper proportions, to 
blind them to what is going on in other parts 
of the world. I want to n ld something 
from the English 1/u :w, "h:ch tGlh us 
what is taking place in tho other parts of 
th.e world, and I a!ll going to quote some­
thing about syndic.ali"m, the bogey they are 
raising now in place of socialism, the 
bogey the Courier is making so much of, 
while anyone v. ho reads the latest reviews 
must knov, that the best thinkers, both in 
Europe and America, are realising that in 
syndicalism there is some hope of settling 
industrial unrest. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
·what doc'' Ramsay Macdonald say about it? 

Mr. ADAMSON: Ramsay ::-.Iacdonald 
does not condemn svndicalism on the whole. 
Ho\\ever, I will ]~ave RamQay Macdonald 
alone for the present. This is what the 
Engr:sh Review says~ 

" The gist of syndicalist theories a~d 
a<'·tion lied in their dog-ma. The socral 
revolution is a practical probhn. It is 
a practical problem, and a vast practi­
cal work, which changes men and insti­
tutions, suc~eeding in proportion as men 
and institutions change nationally and 
internationally. For though some or­
ganisations of workers may be more ad­
vanced than others, though some may 
even begin to put their powers in 
motion, the syndicalists claim that the 
movement will realise itself completely 
only when it becomes international and 
universal. 

"Accordingiy, they endeavour to make 
their work international. They have a 
practical programme; first. to secure 
national industrial unionism, the amal­
gamations of trade unions into industrial 
bodies capable of taking action at all 
points of an industry; secondly, to bring 
into closer re.lations the different indus­
trial organisations of every country, and 

Mr. Adamsan.1 
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at the same time to bring about an in­
ternational affiliation <Lnd co-operation. 

" Then there are the open fights, 
through which, whether they win or lose, 
the workers learn their powers and their 
shortcomings, and how to extend or 
counteract them. 

" Out of all this intense continuous ac­
tivit;. comes the formulation of tho syn­
dic-diFt theory of soci<Ll progress: that 
the world of the futun 1s for thG 
"orkers, and that to prepare for this 
future world the workers must orgamse 
thon1se~ves into h_arrnonious, compact,. 
professiOnally conscious unions, indi vidu­
ally increasing their technical knowledge 
and efficiency, collectively fitting them­
solves for the successful arrangement of 
their industries. 'l'hev maintain that the 
problems of social evolution reduce them­
selves to problems of organic:ttion; tha't 
progrPss does not operate independently 
of man's will but i-, created by virtue 
of his commons desires and organised 
action. Acecrding to the s:s·ndicalist, 
progre;s to,,-ards his ideal society will 
only be realised by the organised will 
of tho working clae,." 

And yet here is a Government who pretend 
to Le an intelligent Gmcernment setting 
thcn1sclvcs against legitimate unionism, and 
trying to 1Jenalis8 every man \vho ::.emns to 
bo a unionist, and scmns to work in a true 
~ ty for the uplifting of his fellows. Thero 
1s another thing I want to say, and it is 
this: This Bill simply deals with the inci­
dental and the external causes of labour di,.,_ 
putes. It never gets down to the real, the 
internal, and the principal causM of the 
labour unrest of to-day, and so the remedies 
which it bring-s forward to remedv this 
unrest are altogether inadequate and alto­
gether unjust. Hero again I want to .quote 
from thic, article in the English Review, 
and I particularly :1sk the bon. member for 
Drayton to note what is said here, bec<tuse 
here is tho salvation of the farmer· not in 
the middleman whom he backs up s~ much_ 
Hero is the salvation of th0 farmer-

" In agriculture, the basic industry of 
Italy, the sacne factors are at work on 
a nuch larger scale. Hero some 200 000 
acr2s have passed into the hands of 'the 
farm labourers organised into unions and 
co-operative societies. Through industrial 
org misations ana socialist education the 
agricultural labourers acquired the 
power, the technical capacity, and the 
mm'al energy to fight for, obtain, <Lnd 
run thoir industry. They do not, how­
ever, own their lands themselves, but; 
lease them fro:u the landowner. 

'· Tho land owners were confronted, 
and arc still confronted, by a situation 
from which there seems no other peace­
ful way out th<Ln the leasing of the 
fields to the co-operative societies of the 
labourers. Tho labourers, havin= 
through their unions obtained in man~ 
localities practically a monopoly of farrr' 
labour, struck for higher wages and 
shorter working hours. The land owners 
on the one hand, claimed that the pro~ 
fits from farming would not allow this 
increase in the cost of production; and 
the unions, on thr other hand, insisted 
and indeed proved with exact figures ' 
that the gr<Lnting of their demands would 
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not nece,sarily impair the profits of the­
land owners. Aft<>r many prolonged 
strikes and boycots the contending par­
tics finally c:1me to the following oettle­
ment:-

" The unions of the labourers legally 
organiu~cl thorns :lvos into co-operative 
societies, and leased the farms from the 
landowners oro the same terms that had 
been usua!l' agreed bctwecm landowners 
-ind the ten"ant farme.s. The,e co-opera­
tivH, now leasing a couple of hundred 
thousand acres, have no' only satisfied 
the bnc1'>wners b: prompt pa:yi'l'o'nt of 
rent, but have so improved the land that 
tho landlords, aft.cr the expiration of the­
first leases with the co-operatives, have 
usually been glad to renew them. 

" SpacG docs not allow to go into the 
details of the working of this S.) stem. 
Its chi.of features are as follov,,: -The· 
land O\Vners are urotectnd frvm strikc·s; 
they are f)'ettin~ • their former average· 
income, and at the same time their farms 
arc being technically impwved-there­
fore, growing in value. The workers 
have " greater control over their own 
industry, and so their desires are satis­
fied. They arE responsible for the ma,n­
etgement of tho farm, but at the sa,me­
time the results of their efforts to pro­
duc0 more efficiently <LrG entirely their 
o"'\vn. 

"Th(_;y are also in a position to regu­
late employment, since tho:- arc not look 
ing for di-rid~;ndJ; tht'.V can. m~d actually 
do eliminate the former brutal carrific­
ing of the unemployed, of the old and 
less Jlt workers, by organioing work so 
as to giv" emplo~-m~nt to all of the 
union, and in many casp,; Bven to the 
non-union workers. Thu', under this 
S) ·:tern, a high pr;neiple of scJlidarity is 
realiced through thP moral force of col­
lective control wcessarily obtaining in 
an organisation with so wide a ecope, 
the v, orkers become alive to the prob­
lem, of industry, and h ac•' become more· 
efficient, and they educ<Lte themselves to 
active soliduity by obliging themselves 
to work more intencivelv in the interesh 
of their fellow-v orkers!' 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: 'Why don't you work it 
as we have done? 

Mr. ADAMSON: In the smallest country 
in the world, in America, in Great Britain, 
in France, in Germany, this co-operative 
principle in unionism which is known as 
syndicalism, and which is hated by some 
members opposite because of that nnme, be­
cause they always try to put the worst 
things of syndicalism before the people-this 
co-operative unionism is going to solve the 
industrial unrest. If tho Secwtary for ~\g­
riculture thinks this Bill will wive the 
labour unrest in the world to-day, like 
others, he will find he ha 9 made a very 
big mistake. A better title for this Bill 
would be "The Industrial Strife Bill," or 
"The Unionist Assaseination Bill." It 

would seem that the Govern­
[10.30 p.m.] ment have a set purpose to 

destroy free unionism, and to· 
promote false and servile unionism. The 
Government are up against preference to• 
unionists, but this Bill proclaims preference­
to non-unionists. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION~. 
Oh, no; justice to all. 
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Mr. ADAMSON: I have read the Bill as 
carefully as the hon. member, and I have 
come to the conclusion that it has been born 
<>f hatred to unionism, and is intended to 
destroy unionism. Clause 34 may well be 
called the non-unionist's protection clause or 
the servile unionist's protection clause. I do 
not think that in any similar Bill in th<· world 
to-day could be found a clause like that. In 
my opinion, the Bill is framed in a manner 
whidh shows a total disregard of the history 
of industrialism and unionism in the past. 
The Government forgBt·< that the men it has 
to deal with are men of British ancestry 
.and just as their fathers struggiBd and suf: 
fered for industrial freedom, there are men 
in the unions in Brisbane to-day who will 
struggle to retain what thBir fathers won 
so hardly, and to get something better for 
humanity in the future. It is not unionism 
which is causing the unrest, but greed on 
the part of the middle men, who want to 
get more than they earn, and allow men to 
sweat and suffer and die for all they 
care. Therefore, unless something is done to 
alter the system under which we live, there 
will continue to be this unrest, and a Bill 
like this will not make any alteration. I 
think about the men I was born amongst 
.and about the struggles they made right 
from the beginning of the last century. I 
think of the great strike of 1810 that I have 
heard and read about, which w-1s carried on 
by an oath-bound· union recruited by the 
practice of "broth •rhood," so named because 
the members of the union bound themselves 
by a most solemn oath to obey the orders of 
the brotherhood whatever might come. They 
felt they were suffering wrong, and bound 
themselves together to right the wrong, and 
to-day the wOJ:kers still-notwithstanding the 
·cynical smile of the hon. member for War­
wick-(Government Iaughter)-the workers 
are still suffering from the injustice in­
flicted upon them by men of this class-the 
middle class. The unionists of Queensland 
will fight to alter the conditions, so that the 
middleman will not have- what he unjustly 
gets, and th<' workers will get more than they 
do at the present time. Between the years 
1869 ·and 1875 the principles of conciliation 
and arbitration became firmlY established in 
'Great Britain. Alexander ·McDonald, the 
Scottish lahour le.~der, and. I think, the first 
Labour M.P. in the British House of Com­
mons, said in 1875-

" Twenty-five years ago, when we pro­
posed the adoption of the principle of 
arbitration, we were laughed to scorn 
by the employing interests. But no 
movement has ever spread so rapidly or 
taken deeper root than that which we 
then set on foot. Look at the glorious 
state of thing-s in England and Wales. 
In :\Torthumberland, the men now meet 
their employers round the common 
board. In the county of Durham, a 
board of conciliation and arbitration has 
been formed, and 75,000 mRn repose 
ncrfcct confidence in the dc<'isions of the 
board. Thcre w·e in Y orkshir0 40,000 
m'""'n in the same position." 

'They fonght to ,o:et conciliation and arbitra­
tiOn then. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGTIICULT"CRE: We give 
it you m this Bill. 

Mr. _\.DAThiSON: You have given coer­
don. (Hear, hear!) I have read the Bill 
.as cardully as the hon. member. These 
cmen fought for the~" better conditions, and 

got them ; they are out to fight for better 
conditions to-day, and if the mPmbers of 
the Government could see the signs of the 
tim<'s, and realise that what they should 
stand for is economic justice to the workers, 
and frame this Bill so as to try and get 
it for them, they wo.uld do a great deal 
more to got industrial peace than by the 
Bill which is before the House. To my 
mind the Bill is not based on the best in· 
dustrial legislation o.f the present t;ime. The 
worst things in the industrial legislation of 
the past and the present are huddled to­
gether higgle-de-piggledy in this Bill. Take 
two or three Bills which have been passed, 
and which are now in operation in the Aus­
tralian colonies. I want the Premier to 
uotice one or two p01ints in which this 
Bill is not so good as the New South Wales 
Bill and some others which I will mention. 
The employees of the Crown are treated 
differently in this Bill than in the New 
South w·ales Act. In New South Wales it 
is provided that whatever wages are deter­
mined by the boards or the courts shall be 
paid, not only to tho Crown employees, but 
to metropolitan employees, and ever so many 
more. Why d'id the hon. gentleman not 
incorporate a clause like that into this Bill? 
If he is anxious that the railway servants 
should be loyal, why did he not see to it 
that they got as good wages as the men 
who are outside the railwav servi0e? There 
are other differences, I notice. The con­
ditions under which the machinery of the 
court and boards are, or may be, in opera­
tion are mo.re dra.~tic in this Bill than in 
Kew South \VaJ,.s; \Vest Australia, or 
th'e Commonwealth Acts. In New South 
\-Vales the ernployl?r or employers' aswciations 
which are registerf•·:l as an industrial union 
of employers must employ 50 men; in West 
Australia. 50; in the Co.mmonwea 'th:, 100. 
In Queensland it is 20. "" registered 
union of employees under the New South 
Wales Act can appeal to the court or board; 
in West Australia the union must have 
50 members; in the Commonwealth Act, 
100. But in Queensland twenty employees, 
whether non-unionist o.r unionist, can put 
the machinery in motion. You ~viii .see 
there is a difference here. This Bill gives 
preference to non-unionists. It is framed 
in hatred of unionic•m. The New South 
Wales Bill gives preference to unionists, a_nd 
sho'ws that they appreciate the work wh_wh 
unionists have done in the past in bettermg 
the conditions of m<'n and making industrial 
life brighter for the workers than it was in 
years past. The non-unionists have not done 
that, and nobody knows that better than 
members on the ·front Treasury bench, and 
yet they tell US that be' putting 0 V.Pry.body 
on an equality-unionists and non-unionists­
they arc doing the just thing. Tbey are 
putting men ~ho ani prepared to sacrifice 
ever:vthin:; to help others on the same level 
as the men who are not prep,.tred t<> make 
any sacrifice at a!!, but wil! take everything 
they c'ln get-men who think only about 
themselves: Whv do membcrs opposite like 
that kind oi man? Because thev are men 
of that kind themselves. The arrangements 
fo.r conciliation in this Bill are not anything 
like as ''ood as in the Cana:lian, the New 
Zealand, the Nc\v South \Vales, or the 
Commonwealth Acts. The Government talk 
about c:mciliatio.n f· Let me read something 
on this question from the speech o.f Mr. 
Beeby, in the New South Wales Parliament-

" I will give the hon. member a state­
ment bv Mr .. William Millar, Minister for 
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Labour and Industry in New Zealand, 
m regard to an amendment in the New 
Zealand Act in 1908: 

" During the last two or three years 
~ has l?een apparent to the whole of us 
tnat the present machinerv is not 
effe~tive. 'l'hat has been proved con­
clusiVely. Wrth the object of finding 
out >;:hether I could get any satisfactory 
ma?hmery to achieve the object we all 
desuc, I have studied the different forms 
?£ ~ettli,n~ industr.ial disputes adopteu 
m tne drfferent crvrhsed countries o! the 
world. I have found defects in them all. 
I have endeavoured to keep in front of 
me the preservation of unionism, botli 
for employers and the employed. Under 
our present system of conciliation, boards 
were the first st.1ge at which any dispute 
could be settled. Those we propose to 
abolish. Conciliation boards have become 
a lower court-not conciliation boards 
at a]l. There you had your advocates 
!ightmg for each side as if they were 
m a. court of law, and there was not a 
possrble hope of conciliation at any time. 
The pest solution, as far as conc!liation 
was concerned, was to provide machinery 
whereby we 1'ill g. .. ·t both parties to 
come together. 'Ve repeal the existing 
conciliation boards, and in their stead 
i~ .is .now propo~ed to appoint two con­
crhatwn commissioners-one for the 
North Island, and one for the South 
Island. Whenever any dispute takes 
place, it will be the duty of that Com­
missioner to proceed at once to the scene 
of the dispute, to inquire into the facts, 
and endeavour to effect a settlement. If 
he fails to cffed a settlement, he calls 
upon the parties to appoint three 
assessors. Thev then endeavour to settle 
the dispute, the chairman, ·who is the 
commissioner, having no vote at all. 
There is no element of compulsion in 
any .Part of the proceedings. If both 
parties do come to a settlement, an 
agreement has to be drawn up, duly filed, 
and is to have all the force of an aw:trd 
of the Court of Arbitration. 

" JHr. WADE : lie says there is no com­
pulsion. Docs that mean he cannot force 
them to come together? 

''Mr. BEEBY: It can only mean 
that .. All I cv.n say is that I have gone 
one oetter. t~an Mr. Millar, and given 
our commissiOner power to force them 
to come together. I quote this only in 
support of the contention that, though 
the benefit may be little, a provision of 
that nature can be safely incorporated in 
tl:e measure without seriously interfering 
with any of its other vital principles." 

'l'hat is in advanc'~ of anything in this Bill. 
They appoint a conciliator, whose duty it 
is to go about the country and see where 
disputes. are likely to take place and bring 
the parties together. Then the· unionist rPpre­
sentation before the court and on the boards 
is not as good in this Bill as it is in the 
New South \Vales and Commonwealth Acts. 
In those Acts ill·•n who have been employees, 
:ts well as men who are employees, in an 
mdustry can represent the unionist on the 
boards or before the court. Women can have · 
boards of their own. I~ employers or em­
ploy~es refuse to act, the Minister can 
appomt men on the boards and before the 
board as representatives whom he knows 
hs.ve a knowledge of the industry. And 
these differences condemn this Bill as 
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one taking from the unions the advantage 
of having the most intelligent men they 
couid get to put their case before the court. 
Wages tliat have been awarded can be 
recovered after thirty days' notiee up to 
sixty days; but in New South Wales the 
period is six months; so that in this respect 
also the Bill is not so good as the Ne>Y South 
Wales Act. Again, there is nothing in the 
New South Wales Act like clause 47, which 
is one of the worst clauses in this Bill. I 
have been almost breaking my neck to get 
through what I wanted to say, because I did 
not want members on the other side to miss 
their trains. I noticed that when the Premier 
sat down, and the hon. member for 
Chillagoe got up, there was an exodus of 
members from the other side. That is the 
kind of fairplay they mete out. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICUWURE: We· 
always iisten to you. 

Mr. ADAMSON: As far as that is con· 
cerned, I think members on this side show a 
good deal better example than a good many 
members on the other side. 

A GovERNMENT l\1EMBER : Members on 
your own side do no{ seem to appreciate 
you. 

Mr. ADAMSON: There are one or two on 
our side who are sick. There are more 
members present on the other side than when 
the hon. member for Chillagoe was speaking. 

JYir. MoRGAN: We <Lppreciate you. 

Mr. ADAMSON: There are some member& 
on the other side who do not appreciate what 
I say. I want to close my remarks by saying 
that the Bill does not recognise the> 
fundamental principle of the Labour move­
ment throughout the world, which is the­
unity of the interests of human beings-of 
humanity. The Government does not seem 
to recognise that Karl Marx called upon 
the proletarians of the world to unite. It 
does not seem to know the motto of 
unionism-" The unitv of labour is the hope­
of the world," and '"An injury to one is 
an injury to all." The members of the Go­
vernment, and the Minister in charge of 
the Bill particularly, have not realised that 
the workers of Quensland have adopted and 
adapted the cry of Kossuth when he struggled 
for the freedom of Hungary-" The Solidarity 
of Humanity." Nor have they remembered 
the wordR of Christ-" All ye are brethren." 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC W'ORKS: I am 
afraid vou have been forgetting that to­
night yourself. 

Mr. ADAMSON: In the conflict of ideals 
on the floor of this Chamber, we are some­
times apt to say things that do not appear 
to show a feeling of brotherhood. But I 
will tell hon. members one thing : I never 
forget my brotherhood to the woman who is. 
down to the man who is down. I never 
forget what I owe to those who can help 
themselves the kast. The brotherhood that 
is talked of on the other side is to get a& 
much as you can out of the men who can 
help themselves the least. 

Mr. E. B. C. CORSER : You know that is 
not so. 

Mr. ADAMSON: At any rate, that is the· 
opinion of the workers, and the cause of the> 
unrest that exists to-day is because they 
believe it, because they believe that the 
middleman fleeces them, and the landlord 
robs them. 

Mr. E. B. C. CORSER : They ought to know 
better than believe a man like you. 
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Mr. ADAMSON: And they also believe 
that the wine and spirit merchant and 
the brewer degrade them. The Government 
prefer to favour men who act in an un­
brotherly manner-"taking where they have 
never given, reaping where they have never 
sown." They forget the words of the Great 
JY!ast~r, "Freely ~~ fave. received, freely 
give. They say, \\ e glVe preference to 
non-unionists, to the man who never Eacri­
ficed anything, and down the men who have 
:;acrificed and gone down for the welfare of 
humanity." 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS : You 
have forgotten something else: "Judge not 
that ye be not judged." (Laughter.) 

Mr. ADAMSON: I have not forgotten 
that, and I will tell the hon. gentleman 
somethinfi else that I have learned in the 
same chapter as that from which he has 
just quoted: " By their fruits ye shall know 
them," and "Boware of those who come 
among you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly 
are ravening wolves." (Laughter.) 

The SPEAKER: Order! The House is 
Yery unruly. It is time that these remarks 
across the Chamber, both Biblical and other­
wioe, should cease, and that the hon. member 
for Rockhampton was allowed to conclude 
his speech. 

Mr. ADAMSON: I regret if I have said 
anything at variance with the rules of pro­
cedure. :1 want to bring my remarks to a 
close by saying that the Government, in my 
opinion, have misread history, do not know 
the spirit of the times, and are not prepared 
to act in harmony with the best teaching of 
the day in economic science and industrial 
thought. I want to give this little quota­
tion. Fred. Henderson says-

" The structural weakn0ss of the exist­
ing social order in the face of the demo­
cratic idea is self-evident. With the 
masses of the people educated, and in 
the possession of political power, a social 
organisation which does not produce eco­
nomic equality and work to a general 
standard of common well-being i:; a 
social organisation in a condition of un­
stable equilibrium. 

" The labour unrest exhibits such a 
social organisation in its final stage of 
top-h~a viness, reeling over by the pres­
sure of human life v.gainst the depriva­
tions which it necessarily imposes upon 
the masses of men. Necessarily im­
poses, because a mass of property-less 
men in the labour market is an essential 
condition of capitalist production; and 
the continual existence of a mass of 
property-]e,,; men is no longer a per­
manent possibility once education and 
political power become widespread among 
them. No longer even thinkable. Who­
ever believe:; a stable order of society 
to be possible upon a basis of educated 
.and politically powerful human lives de­
prived of their full human satisfactions, 
is a fool and blind." 

This is what most of the toilers feel, after 
having become educated, after having be­
come politically powerful, realising that 
there is not a just distribution of wealth, 
recognising that they are contributing a 
great deal more to the production of wealth 

than they arc receiving; and, if there had 
been time to-night 1 should have prove<:! 
that up to the hilt, but perhaps I may have 
a chance to-morrow afternoon. If tho Go­
vernment tried to realise that unionism is 
simp1y seeking to ;wrk for the ·betterment 
of the workers as a whole and of the com­
munity as .a whole, they would do well. In 
Italy the Govornment are realising that, 
and th<'y are encouraging the workers to 
manage, not only matwrs of land, but other 
industries. They are encouraging them to 
manage the railways, and it is held that 
there will be .a scientific management of the 
railway,; which will save a. great de.al of 
money to the country and give the workers 
better· wages, shorte~ hours, and will in 
every way make the hfe of the whole people 
better so Jar as railway work is concerned. 
This is a coorcive measure-a measure that 
is not based upon the best political and in­
dustrial thought in Australia, let alone in 
Great Britain. And that just brmgs to 
mind what the Premier said about the· in­
dustrial unrest in Great Britain. Why, with 
all the industrial unrest in Gre-at Britain, 
neither Mr Asquith, nor Mr. Lloyd George, 
nor •any of the leading statesmen in .Great 
Britain, are proposing to do what this Go­
vernment are seeking to do. They say they 
are going to reverse the Osborne judgment, 
and they .are telling men like Lord Devon­
port that he is not doing the square tl:ing, 
and that he will have to do the squai'e thmg ; 
and the King •and the Queen have shown 
their sympathy with the dockBrs and ti:ose 
who have suffered in the la't great stnke. 
Personally, I would like to S'3e strik~s done 
away with altogether. I would give my 
right hand almost if I could see that. I be­
liove they are things that ought to be 
relegated to the limbo of the past. B~~ I 
am as sure as I live that men of the British 
breed having come to recognise that pri':ate 
ownership of land is wrong, that C?mbme:< 
are inimical to the welfare of humamty, and 
that private ownership in other things is 
based upon injustice, having come to the 
conclusion that, just as they have struggl<:d 
for better things in the past, so they Will 
strug;.;le for b-0-ttor things in the future. 
Whatever comes to me, I will stand by ~he 
side of the worker. I will go down with 
him if he goes down. If he goes up, .I w~ll 
rejoice with him, and will do everythmg m 
my power to make his lot ·better. I think 
I have given good reasons for "the .faith 
that is in me." It is not as good a Bill 'as 
the New South Wales Bill, and it is not as 
good a Bill as the CommonW('alth. Arbitra­
tion Bill, neither is it as good •a Bill as the 
Western Austl'alian Bill. The Government 
should have got tho best things out of these 
me::tsures and not the worst things. If they 
had got the best things out of these Bills 
then they would have made it a better Bill 
than it is to-day. And I honestly say that I 
think it is a woFe Bill than the· Industrial 
Acts of the other States that I have 
mentioned. 

Mr. McCORMACK (Cairns) : I beg to 

move the adjournment of the debate. 
Question put and passed. 

The resumption of the debate was made 
an Order of the Day for tD-morrow. 

The House ,a,d_journed at one minute past 
11 o'clock. 

·Mr. McConruick.] 




