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504 [ASSEMBLY.] Ministerial Statement. 

\VEDNESDAY, 31 JULY, 1912. 

The SPEAKER (I-Ion. W. D. Armstrong, 
Lockyer) took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

PAPER. 

The following pap.-.r, laid on the table, 
was ordered io be printed :-

Report by the Under Secretary for 
Public Lands under the Closer Settle­
ment .'cot of 1906. 

QUESTIONS. 

LABOUR AVAIL\BLE FOR RAILWAY CON­
STRUCTION. 

Mr. KIRWAN (Bricbane) asked the Chief 
Secretary-

" 1. Has his attention been called to 
the report of the Agent-General's speech 
at the Queensland dinner in London ap­
pearing in the Daily Mail of Saturday 
last, wherein he is reported to have said 
-' Railway construction was going on as 
fast as the general scarcity of labour 
permitted, and the competition for labour 
available would perhaps be better under­
stood when he told them that of the 
1,800 navvies sent out last year only 
about 300 remained at work upon the 
new railway lines when he left Queens­
land at the beginning of the year?' 

" 2. Is the Premier correctly reported 
in an interview published in this morn­
ing's Daily ill ail, wherein it it stated: 
' Asked whether he knew of any shortage 
of labour, Mr. Denham said he was not 
aware of it?' 

" 3. Does the Chief Secretary intend 
to take any measures to place the actual 
facts before the Agent-General in regard 
to the large amount of labour available 
here for the purposes of railway con­
struction ? " 

The PREMIER (Hon. D. F. Denham, 
Oxley) replied-

" 1. Yes. 
"2. Yes. 
"3. Yes." 

ALLEGED DECLARATION BY EMPLOYEES OF BRIS· 
BANE TRAliiWAYs Co::.IPANY. 

Mr. RYAN (Barcoo) asked the Chief 
Secretary, for the Attorney-General-

" 1. Did the emplo~·ee' of the Brisbane 
Tramways Company, Limited, take an 
oath or make a wlemn declaration before 
Mr. Neilson. J.P., or any other J.P., on 
Monday, 29th July? 

"2. If so, whore, and what was the 
nature of the oath or declaration, and 
for what purpose? 

" 3. Was not the inquiry court closed 
to the public while the said oaths were 
being administered or declarations 
made? 

" 4. How many employees of the Bris­
bane Tramways Company, Limited, took 
the oaths or made the declarations re­
ferred to? 

"5. Was the said Mr. Neilson, J.P., 
authorised by the Government to ad­
minister the said oaths or to take the 
said declarations?" 

The PREMIER replied-
" The Department of Justice has no 

knowledge whatever of this matter. If 
the hon. member will ask the question 
to-morrow, I may have -orne informa­
tion then." 

MINISTERIAL STATE~IENT RE RAIL­
WAY CONSTRUCTION. 

The PREMIER (Hon. D. F. Denham, 
Oxley): By permissi~n of the House,. I 
desire to make a bnef statement of nn­
portance concerning railway construction. 

The SPEAKER: Is it the wish of the 
House that the Chief Secretary be allowed 
to make the statement? 

I-Io:.:ot;RABLE l\1L.:\1DERS: Hear, hear l 

The PREMIER : I think it desirable, with 
the permission of the House, t~at the fol­
lowing information should be g1ven. to the 
Parliament and the country respectmg the 
situation in regard to the railway construc­
tion works now in progress :-On the last day 
of the last financial year nineteen diffe':ent 
railways were in conrse o~ constructw~, 
representing a total of 524 m1les, at an esti­
mated cost of £1,968,547, of which £1,242,651 
had already been expended. Smce that 
date one of those lines, that from Allora 
to Goomburra, has be~n completed and 
opened, and the first sectwn of another, that 
from Malbon to Sulieman's Creek, bro~g:ht 
so near to completion that large quant1t1es 
of goods are cauied by railway be~ween 
Malbon and the DuchE'"S. £725,896 w1Il be 
needed to complete th<; eighteen lin~s now 
in course of constructwn. These mghteen 
lines, on which about 3,500 men are em­
ployed, are-

------------

:Seuarkin to Yarraman ... 
Thallou to Dirranbandi ... 
Oakey to Oooyar 
Miles to Taroom (first sec-

tion) 
Woodford to Kilcoy 
Kee!ton to Imbil 
Gayndah to Mundubbcra 
Oordalba to Dallarnil 
:Mount J\'Iorgan to Dawson 

Great Western Railway 
Sehew.e. 

Walla! to Tohermory 
Blackall to Wiudorah 
Malbon to Sulieman's Creek 

Korth Coa.~t R··rllwa'U 
Scheme. v 

Rockbampton, northward 
Mackay, southward .. . 
Bobawaba to Burdekin .. . 
Burdekin to Ayr . .. . .. 
Townsville to near Cardwell 
Babinda1 southward 

Grand Total 

Length. 

---

l\>liles. 

15 
40 
38 
44 

17 
2~ 
2:l 
31 
67 

299 

40 
45 
3d 

---

£ 
83,098 
97,900 

ltli,2C6 
1311,5\JO 

91,790 
161.560 
J 16,982 
U4,345 
241,315 

----
1,220,8-Y~ 

100.000 
112.500 
108.000 

---
£ 

5,615 
3,no 
4.373 
3,131 

5,180 
6,627 
5,018 
4.029 
3,593 
---

4,083 

2,500 
2,500 
3,000 

121 320.5CO 2,649 

22 99.814 4.537 
21 U5.3"l5 4,600 
17 61,8'l0 3,600 

5 18,360 3,600 
25 11J2,001J 4,000 

30,000 6,000 
-----

95 407,3:39 4,265 
-----------

515 1,91S,685 3,784 

It is proposed to concentrate our efforts on 
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the lines of railways just enumerated com­
pleting and turning them into re~enue­
producing concernb before we commence the 
construction of anv of the ten lines author­
ised by Parliament last year. Those ten 
hnes are-

I N'E 'g~ 
~0 ~ Pl 

1Lengr.h. s _ s ~ ,; 

-----------b:.::- ~; ~~~ 
Logan Village to C"anungra ... 1 21 89,654 4,3B5 
:Munbilla to 1.:1ount Edwards 16 85,42ii 5,228 
Kingaroy to Tarong ... 19 61.975 3.209 
Dalby to Jandowaie ... 29 79.007 2,784 
Oakev to Mount Russell 19 57,824 2.9~4 
Rom:i. to Orallo ... 29 85.759 2,935 
Pialba to Urangan ... ... 5 20,600 3,990 
Cloncurry to .\!ount Cuth- 4< 1K5,947 3,933 

bert 
Malanda towards :\iillaa 9 78,223 8,730 

Millaa 
Tumou!in to Cedar Creek ... J7,l04 8,131 

194 1761,518 3,922 

I have also to state that the \Vinton to 
Springvale section of the Great Western 
Railway has not yet been commenced. In 
the matter of the opening up of the Upper 
Burnett lands, by means of railway con­
struction, which has been the subject of 
investigation during the past two years, and 
is a subject to which the Minister for Rail­
ways and the department's officers have 
given much earnest attention, the balance 
of evidence as to relative economy of con­
struction and proportion of land made avail­
able is in favour of a line from Mundubbera 
to Dalgangal and not that projected 
from Wolca to Dalgangal, the Govern­
ment, after long and most anxious considera­
tion. have decided that the Upper Burnett 
lands shall be reached by the extension of 
the railway from Mundubbera. There is no 
possibility of tabling plans this year, but 
this decision will enable the Lands Depart­
ment to proceed to make surveys, and 
generally get ready to open areas of rich 
agricultural land on the Upper Burnett, in 
anticipation of railway communication. 
When speaking on the Address in Reply 
during last session, I indicated that it was 
considered, in the interests of the producing 
and travelling public, and also to the ad­
vantage of the Railway Department, that 
the via recta, the connection between North 
and South Brisbane, and the Tinana and 
Drayton deviations be constructed. On 
the occasion of the opening of the Warwick 
to Maryvale line-a section of the via recta 
-I announced that the nlans of the via 
recta would be tabled during the " next ses­
sion" ; at the same time, the Minister for 
Railways informed those interested that it 
would be necessary to have a resurvey made 
of a considerable portion of the route be­
tween the foot of the Range and Maryvale. 
A preliminary report in that direction has 
been made, but owing to the surveying staff 
being more than fully engaged unon the 
working surveys of lines already passed by 
Parliament, it has been impossible to have 
the necessary survey made in time for the 
tabling of said plans this session. Further, 
it is not practicable to table the plans of 
any railways this session, the surveyors and 
drafting staff being fully occupied in getting 

ready the working plans of railways now 
in hand. Tho point I most wish to em­
phasise is that the Commissioner, according 
as any of these eighteen lines now in course 
of construction are comnleted, will employ 
on tho<> lines still unfinished such o£ his 
staff and men as are thus set free for other 
work in order to make every one of those 
railw'ays as soon as possible a going and 
revenue-producing concern. . He will then 
proceed with the constructiOn of the ten 
lines passed by Parliament last year. I 
hope that this work may be so far fo!ward 
bv next session as to warrant tho tablmg of 
other very desirn ble connections, clevi_atio_ns, 
and E'xtensions. I think tho commumcahon 
is of such importance that it should be first 
made to Parliament rather than given, as 
ordinarily, through the Press. 

HONOURABLIJ MEMBERS: H· ar, hear! 

AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORT. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt 
from the Auditor-General of a repo_rt, dated 
18th July, on tho public debt reductiOn fund. 

0!·-derf'd to be printed. 

I:l\;DDSTRIAL PEACE BILL. 

SECOND READING. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VOR~S 
(Hon. W. H. _Barnes1 Bu.limba), who, "on ns· 
ing, was receJved with Gc:vernment . Hea~, 
hears !" sai-d: I fear that m 1ntroduemg tJ:.Is 
very important measure I may have to claim 
the indulgence of the House, _beoause I can 
readily understand that, whi~e I am not 
permitted to refer to the Bill cl~use J:ly 
clause when moving the s<'cond readmg, still 
it will be expected of me to giv~ 'a g_eneral 
summary of the Bill. After havmg given -a. 
gene·ral summary of .a ;'lleasur<;, which I 
believe will be entirely m the :~tereo;ts of 
the community generally-{OppositiOn laugh­
ter)-I shall then endeavour to "how how 
very necessary it is that the House as a 
whole should throw itsdf into the .rr:easu:e 
with .a view to making better cm:ditwns m 
the community. One of the obJect·; of a 
measure of this nature is to make the CO?­
ditions of work for the worker mor<; satls· 
factory, and, in additio?, to make It pos­
sible for those engaged m commerc_e to f~el 
some sense of security in connectiOn >yith 
their operations. It v, ill have been noti~d 
bv those who have gone through the J?Ill 
that the definitions in the interpretation 
clause are considerably widened. In some 
cases the definitions in the present Wag<;s 
Boards )l.cts have ooBn amplified. That. IS 
the result of experience gained in connectiOn 
with the administration of tho·,,-. Acts, 'and 
experience gained in adr:>inis~r-ation of ~n 
Act is always •a factor which snould ~elp 1n 
the introduction of a mf•.tsure of this par­
ticular kind. The name of the Bill-Indus­
trial Peace Bill-'by the way, in in-dicative 
of its roal character. (Opposition laughter.) 
I say that the title is indicati.ve of. the rea~ 
nature of the m,-asure, and Its ,nder pro­
visions make it necessarv that the defini­
tions of some of the extra omvers shoul-d be 
v·ery clearly set forth in the interpretation 
clause. Special steps have been taken to 
make the -definitions a". wide ·as the altered 
conditions require. The ·wages Boards Acts 
are repealed by the Bill, but under Schedule I. 

Hon. W. H. Barnes.] 



506 Indnstrial Peace Bill. [ASSEMBLY.] Industrial Peace Bill. 

the existing wages boards will be continued, 
and they will continue the work which they 
are at present engaged in carrying out in 
connection with the various industries of the 
State. The application of the measure is 
Ycry clearly set for.th in Schedule II., and 
han. members will notice, in looking through 
that schedule, that it embraces pretty well 
all the incustries. There are one or two 
which arc not included. 

::\Ir. Bovi">IAC'I : Except ruraL 

Thn SECRET. iRY FOR PlTBLIC .VORKS: 
I said that it inc! uded nearly all the indus­
tries, and I was about to r•,mark that there 
are C<·rtain ind•1·tricb which haw• been 
omitted ftom the schedule; .and I think it 
will be admitted at once thd it is verv im­
portant that those industries should n'Ot be 
include<:!. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAX: Why? 

The SECRET ~I.RY FOR P CBLIC y,-OHKil : 
Any hon. member -,, ho knows anything 
&bout farming and dairying knowJ how im­
possible it is to bring the workers engaged 
in those industries under hard and set rules. 
It mu"t never be forgotten that i•1 dairy 
products, and other agricultural products 
which form -article> of <"Xport, we have to 
compc,te with the outside markets, and I 
want to • mphasise the point that it is highly 
important that nothing shDuld be done to 
damage in any way tho exports of the com­
munity. 

GOVERX)IEXT ME}IBllRS: Hear, hear! 

The SEC~ETAHY FOR PTJBLIC WORKS. 
It would be a boomerang, coming back upon 
every work<'r in the commul_lity, if anything 
were done to damage such Important indus­
tries as those to wlrieh I al:ud0. It would have 
a reflex influence on the communi tv as a whole 
and upon the workers in particular, .and for 
that rea--m it would b€ very um,ise to in­
clude those industries in the sohe,Jule. But 
•apart _from those indu:;tries, nearly every 
other m·lustry m the St-aio• is included in 
the s~hedule, and very properly so. I feel 
certam that hDn. members will agree with 
me that a very proper stand has been taken 
by the Government in not inc:uding farm­
ing, dairying, horticultural, and agricultural 
purc>uits for the reasons I ha'- e briefly re­
referrd to. 

Mr. McCoR:YIACK: How <lo you propose to 
prevent strikes in those industries? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
We will deal with strikes when they come 
along. This Bill is going to be a; measure that 
will practically prevent strikes by reason of 
its liberal provisions, and by reason of the fact 
that we shall be able to bring peo.ple to­
gether so as to a void strikes. And I ask, 
is it not Yerv much better to aYoid strikes 
and tak·· ac'tion to help to avoid strikes 
than to have strikes? What i' the position 
of the l-Inuse ~"nerallv? I listened to the 
debate that has just ;:,lased, and I do not 
think I heard one member on either side 
who really bc·!ieved in strikes; but, if he 
did be!ieye in thorn, it was only as a last 
resort. I think I •am doing- justice to both 
sides when I say that is the expression of 
opmion. It will be noticed that an indus­
trial court i' to be establi,hed. and a judge 
is to be appointed; and I feel certain every 
member will agree with me that it is im· 
portant--not because I think there have been 
abuses-though hon. members opposite may 
not a.gre<>- with me--l think the aclministra· 

[H on. W. H. Barnes. 

tion in that regard should be taken out of 
the hands of the Minister and placed in 
the hands of a judge. 

l\fr. MAY: And an unbiassed judge. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
All our judges are unbiassed. 

Mr. MAY: No. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
Generally speaking, the appointment . of a. 
judge to deal with . these matters wrll be 
very much more satisfactory to those con­
cerned than if the position were left as 
it is at present. At le~st, there _will be 
competence; and the feelmg whrch IS soiJ?-e­
times abroad-that a l\Iini"ter may be In­
fluenced by political bias-cannot apply to 
a judge, who is largely an officer of Par­
liament and can only be dealt with by 
Parliam'ent. I think bon. members will 
agree with me that this is an improved 
position as far as this measu1:e is .co~cerned; 
indeed in a Bill of this kmd 1t IS abso­
lutely 'necessary. ThP judge will have to 
be a Supreme Court judge, a District Court 
judgP, or a barrister or solicitor who has 
been practising not le ·.s than five years; and 
the term of the appointment will be for 
seven vears. Should it happen that any 
particuiar case is under consideration at the 
end of his term provision is made by which 
the judge can 'continue in office. until he 
has brought in his finding. It wrll be n?­
ticed that the jurisdiction of the court wrll 
extend tc •all matters submitted to it. That 
is exceedingly wise, as it is almost .impDs­
sible to provide in an Act of Par!rament 
for everything that may crop up; . and t_he 
powers arc made wide, so that difficulties 
as they arise may be dealt with. Indus­
tri•al matters and disputes may be sub­
mitted to: the court by the Minister or the 
Registrar, by an employer .or employers em· 
playing or usually employmg not less than 
twenty <•mployees, and by n~t less th~n 
twenty employees in any callmg. It Will 
further be seen that both employers and em­
ployees will have equal opport~nities of 
bringing their matters before the Judge. An 
award may be dealt with by the court, who 
mav call imon tho board to show cause why 
the. court should not exercise the functions 
and jurisdiction of the board. There have 
been cases in th~ past in connection with 
boards where there has been delay. 

Mr. FOLEY: The Clothing Board, for in­
stance. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
There rna¥ have been some reason for the 
delay in connection with ~he Clo:thing Boa:d. 
Those who know anythmg about that m­
dustry will know that the number of mat­
ters to be dealt with was very great. 

Mr. BowMAN: 'rhey took a long time. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
I •agree with the hon. member that it .t'?ok 
too long; and we have here a proviSIO;'l 
whereby, if a finding has been dela:J:ed, It 
will be possible for the judge to s_top m and 
make. them show cause why actwn should 
not be taken. I may say that in another 
part of the Bill we deal with another phase 
of delays that have taken place. Those 
delays have not been eaused by one side or 
the other altogether, but sometimes by the 
employei·s and sometimes by the employees. 
It has frequently happened that when an 
award has been pretty nearly ready for­
bringing iP, it has been delayed by somB· 
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one resigning from the board, and this has 
had a disastrous effect on the findings of 
ii.e board, and has caused delay. This BiH 
provides that if a man chooses t<J drop out 
from either side it will be his funeral, and 
til<' "ork oi tho board can go on just the 
same. I think that will have a most de­
sirable effect in leading to speedy findings, 
which are <} net•,ssary. It will also be no­
b eel that an appeal may be made to the 
court agamst an award by any person bound 
by !he '"'· anl, by <Lny industrial association 
interested, and also by the Crown. There 
is ample power for tho>e concerned to take 
action if they think they are not having a 
fa.ir deal. It will be further noticed that 
'the judge may act as mediator in any in­
dustrial matter or industrial dispute; and 
I think the House will agree with me that 
any man--whether he be a jud~e or an ordi­
nary individual-who can by -his action as 
mediato-r cettle an industrial dispute, will be 
doin'!; a r~ood thing in the interests of the 
com~nunhv g,':nerally. (Hear, hoar!) 

l\lr. O'SCI.LIYAX: vVhat your Premier re· 
ftbec! to do. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
The Premier never r0.fused. I was so im­
pressed with the importance of this measure 
that, if I make -any reference to strikes this 
afternoon, it is not because I want to do 
anything to irritate any han. member; but 
now we have got ·to solid business, I think 
every member should give of his best to 
make the measure a suucess. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS· 
The judge has po.wer to convene a compu]: 
~ry conference for the purpose 'of prevent­
mg or settling an industrial dispute, and 
rn~y su.m~?n any person wh?se .presence he 
thmks Is h1tel;v to be> of servwe m that con­
nection; and any person so summoned is 
to be paid such expenses as are certified 
by the jud"- e. It is considered that if men 
are tnken from thrir ordinary work or call­
mgs 1t rs only fair that provision should 
be m!'d: whereby they may be recompensed 
for therr !o.s' of time. It will be noticed 
that the conference may be held either wholly 
or partly in public or in private. There may 
be cases when; a matter Cl!-n be settled very 
much more qmckly and satisfactorily through 
perhaps even closing the doors. Speaking 
generally, I think it is highly important that 
the Press should be admitted to most meet-

, ings, but I can conceive of a 
[4 p.m.] case in . which ~he finishing 

touches mrght be grven to a dis­
pute very much better if a reporter is not 
present than would otherwise be the case. 

Mr. COYNE: Or any other time either. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS : 
E.very _member of this Chamber is entitled to 
h1s opmwn, and I do not quarrel with the 
ho~ .. membe~ for Warrego for having an 
opmwn of hrs own. The court of concilia­
tion will make suggestions and do what it 
thinks well to help to bring about an 
am!o.able sr:ttlement ?f a dispute, and every 
fa~rhty-~ shou.ld hke to emphasise this 
pomt-w1ll be giVen for people to settle their 
disputes. Ma3· I say-and I never was 
mere impressed with the importance 'of the 
fact than now-that it seems to me that if 
m_embers will look around . generally they 
will find that the tendency 1s to widen the 
differences between employers and employed. 
I do not say that all the blame is on one 

side, but I say the tendency is to . widen 
differences which exist. I should him to 
ask if the time has not come when, inbload 
of widening dispute~, the best thought. _and 
the aim of those who occupy pubhc positron& 
should be not to widen disputes, but to 
bring me'n. together with tho view of 
settling their disputes in an amicable 
manner? The award of the court will be 
~inding upon . all parties who appear before 
It, upon all mdustnal assomatwns Lend the 
members of industrial associations-upon 
employers and emplo~"ees. ')'he_ decision of 
the court will be fmal and bmdmg upon all 
parties. We do_'not think it is fai~ that, 
after mPn on either srde have ..:ougHt the 
aid of the court, there should be any app:al 
from the finding of the court. The demswn 
of the court, therefore, will be final anu 
binding upon all parties, and cannot be 
challenged. 

Mr. O'SuLLIVAN: Will that decision be a 
rule within the industry? 

The SECRETARY FOR PL:BLIC WORKS: 
The decision cannot be appealed against or 
reviewed in any other court. 'Vhat has 
happened in the past, and what may happen 
again in oonnectio\n with t)le ~ower of 
appeal, if it is given. by thr:' BJ!~? T~?-e 
provisiv'' I am refernn.R" to rs enbrely m 
tho:· interest of the worker. If an appewl 
is 1nadc against an award, is it. not gener­
ally made by the man who has money, or 
influence, behind him? Is such a person not 
more likely to make an appeal than the 
worker? i am sure that members will S<;le 
that this particular provision is entirely m 
the interest. of the worker. 

Mr. FOLEY: It will not suit your friend 
Badger. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
I am afraid the hon. member who inter­
jects has got Badger on the brain. 

Mr. Hl1NTER: You had him on the brain 
a little while ago. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! I would point 
out to the House that the SecretarJ:' for 
Public Works is at the present mom<;nt mt~o­
ducing a very important measure m winch 
both sides take · an intense interest. The 
Minister is the first speaker, and hon. 
members on both sides will have the fullest 
opportunity afterwards of refuting any 
statements he may make or replying to any 
arguments he mav advanc,3. I, therefore, ask 
that the SecretarY for Public Works should 
be allowed to make his speech without 
interruption. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
An industrial registrar will be appointed, 
a.nd a deputy will have to be a ppom ted . to 
act during the absence on leave or otherwise 
of the reo-istrar. It is felt. that there should 
be someobne appointed who will be able to 
undertake. tho duties of that office. Mem­
bers will see that if a judge is to occupy the 
position which we say he shall occupy under 
this measure, it is necessa.ry t~?-at . ther.e 
should be a rqdstrar to assist h1m m hrs 
work. The third schedule deals with th.e 
power and procedure of the court, and indi­
cates verv clearlv and fully what the powers 
of the court are: There can be no mistaking 
what the powers of the court really are 
under this Bill, and they are exceedingly 
wide. This schedule also specifies what the 
powers of the judge are, and there can 
be no mistaking what is meant by the 
.measure in that particular regard. The 

Han. W. H. Barnes.] 
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·powers of the court have to do with the 
·securing of evidence and the methods of 
securing evidence. There have been times 
when, as hon. members will know from their 
experience, it has been difficult to get 
·evidence. Provision is made in this measure 
by whic_h it will be comparatively easy to 
·get evidence. Contempt of court by 
witnesses is also dealt with, and penalties 
prescribed for such contempt. I suppose 
very few of us care to talk about penalties, 
but even in connection with witnesses there 
may be circumstances in which it will be 
absolut.ely . necessary to compel them by 
SOJ?<>thmg m the nature of a penalty to give 
evidence. 

lVlr. Hu"-<TER: Your are yery generous with 
your penalties. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
Some of the powers and dutiBs of the 
registrar as defined in this Bill were con­
ferred on the registrar by the amending 
Wages Boards Bill, which was passed by 
this House last session. I may refer par­
ticularly to the power in connection with 
aged, slow, and infirm workers. The 
registrar may grant a permit. to such 
workers for twelve months. Having in view 
what has happened under the vVages Boards 
Amending Act, to which I have just alluded, 
I feel sure that mBmbers will admit that 
there has been no abuse of that power of 
the chief inspector to issue permits. One of 
the chief difficulties in connection with this 
matter in the past has been that there has 
been delay in issuing permits, and that men 
who needed work and could get it promptly 
with the cons1ent of their fellow workers, 
were almost reduced to starvation owing to 
the difficul~y of getting the board together. 
Our experrence in connection with boards 
is that the nearer they get to the completion 
of their work the lPss oftBn they meet, and 
.consequently thei·e have been casco of 
Bxtreme hardship when men have not been 
able to get th" board together, so that they 

'<Jould ge~ a permit and obtain employment. 
The registrar, under this Bill, will be to 
a great extent an officer of this House, and 
!'e .may reasonably be entrusted with the 
Issumg of pHmits for twelve months. 

Mr. HUNTER: vVhy not let Coyne issue 
them? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
No doubt the ~on .. meml:er for \Varrego 
would see that JUStice was dono to every­
body. Provi·c.ion is made for the creation 
·of new boards. Boards may be created upon 
thP. recommendation of the court, and appli­
catiOn for such boards is to be made to the 
registrar. Such application mav be u.ade 
by either employer; or employees. The 
practice to-day with regard to that matter 
·Is very much the same. The practice of the 
department in creating new boards has 
always beEm that ;f either side apply for a 
board, providPd they repre.«unt the majority 
of such sidn, a boad has been given 
them-that is, wh•·re the industrv has been 
sufficiently large to warrant the 'ere •tion of 
a new hoard. The fcelinc.; is that these 
boards are just a way between the masters 
and the employees when men can get to­
gether and confer and have the privileges 
of conferring. In the past that has been 
the practice. The court has ample powers 
to extend, reaerange, and regroup all the 
oallings of existing boards. It may be that 
in connection with a particular industry there 
ilas become ·&ssociated with it an industry 
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which has no connection with it, and it can 
be managed better, perchance, by some other 
board, so provision has been made i~ this 
Act whereby anything that creates fnct10n 
or anything that is irritable can be taken 
away, and be rearranged in the interests of 
the board. I am sure that that particular 
clause will meet with the full appreciation 
of the House. It will be noticed that the 
board shall cmuist of not less than four nor 
more than twr;lve members. That is the 
present Act. A board may be appointed for 
the whole State or for specified localities. 
Hon. members will sec that in some cases 
where the industries are not large it may be 
wiser to include the whole State, but in 
other cases, o\ving to v-a.rious reaso~s, sucfl 
as climatic conditions and other thmgs, It 
might be found neces.,,a.ry to have boards 
for specified districts. Take the Central 
boards, for instance. At one time Mack~y 
was associated with Rockhampton. It Will 
be observed at once that it would be alto­
gether impossible for a person to go from 
Mackay to Rockhampton, more especially a 
worker, to attend a sitting of the board, 
simply because it would be too costly and 
the payments which he would receive wo!lld 
I!Ot be sufficient to warrant him attempting 
such task. Frequently it has been found 
necessary, instead d including Jl.lackay and 
Rockhampton under the one b?ar?, to. alter 
the boundaries so that each d1strwt will be 
able to ha.ve its board in its own town. 
Members of boards shall be bona fide repre­
sentatives of the industry concerned. Th~re 
have been abu•es in the past in connection 
with tha.t matter. I have known cases where 
men have sat on boards, and if they had a!'y 
previous ·connection with that particular m­
dustry it must have been years and years 
ago and not only have these men sat on 
one' board, but on two or three. I _hold that 
while a man, say, ten years ago nught have 
been a particularly. good . representatr'!e. of 
his particular trade, 111 the mtcrval conditions 
have so changed that that man would not be 
so good a representettive as a man engaged 
in that calling to-day. 

Mr. CoYNE: Wonld you apply that to the 
chairman. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: No. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
So far as the chairman is conr-erned, It must 
be borne in mind that they are to be ap· 
pointed by the boards : and, if. they do not 
appoint a chairman, then the JUdge _of the 
court will <tppoint him. I may say. 111 con· 
ncction with nearly all of the appomtm~nts 
of chairman made recpntly that those appomt­
ments have been made unanimously by the 
representatives on the boards. Two or three 
lmve gone through quite recently, <tnd they 
were the unanimous selection of both em­
ployers and cmployeeF. The _judge 9f the 
court has the power to appomt chairmen. 
Th:~t is a much more satisfactory way of 
doing it. if thr'V cannot agree amon)Sst them­
selves as to who shall be the chmrman. I 
think it is highly important that the men 
engal!ed on thesn boards should be men w_ho 
are actually en~agcd in the industry whwh 
they represent. "I am quite certain that they 
will be able to do good work, because the men 
engaged in the indnstry will be much better 
than the men, however excellent they may 
be, whose experienc0 goes back for years. 

Mr. FoLEY: A man in the business might 
not be a!Iowed to attend the board. 

Mr. THEODORE: He might get the sack. 
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The SECR~TARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
I do not thmk that any hon. member can 
pomt out ~here men have been debarred 
from attendmg. The trouble has been that 
some ~1en have trie,d to get on to two or 
three ooards <:nd make o. living for them­
selves Il"r''~pechve of their qualifications. 

Mr. B;,RBER: Some of them have been 
sacked for attenJing on wages boards. 

~ The 8ECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
1 was referrmg to the appoimment of chair­
nlan when U!_l intel~jeot.ion from an han. 
member OPlJOSitE led me off the track. The 
appomtmcut of chairman is to be made as 
at present, by the. members of the board. I 
hope that the .;pint of " sweet reasonable­
ness',' whi?h apparently exists to-day in con­
n.e.~twn 1\ Ith members of boards will con­
tanue, and that the judge, whoever h0 might 
be, will not have. the responsib.ility thrown 
upon him of appmmmg the chairman. 

. Mr. BowMAN": Who is likely to be the 
Judge? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
The hon. gentleman asks a queetion which 
I cannot answ"r; I do not know. The hon. 
member, :<t any mte, will be pleased to know 
th'!t. It will. be taken from the hands of the 
I\-1!mste~-tnat the l\linister v. ill have nothing 
to do with the appointment of the chairman of 
the ?oard, k·cause that duty will devolve on 
the Judge. 

0PP08ITIO:\ ::llE>IBERS : Hear, hear ! 

l\Ir. BOWMAX: Thank goodneos for that. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
Boch th? chairman and member.s of the 
board Will have to take an oath of office. 
When. me1:1 accept important posittions, such 
as legislatmg for thei_r fellows, they should 
not be averse to takmg an oath of office 
Part IV .. de,,!_s with. the penalties, and ha~ 
to . do With mdu~tnal associations or any 
person who commits 'a breach or non-ohser­
v_an?e of the award. In the case of an asso­
cmtwn committmg a breach it is liable to a 
fine of £500, and in the case of an employer 
a fin.e of £250 ... An injunction may also be 
obtamcd restrail:lmg any a~sociation or per­
son from ·committmg any turther breach or 
non-observance. of ·the award, but if the 
person or a,•iocmtion disobeys th'at injunction, 
then m ~he case of the pm·•on he is liable to 
be Imprisoned ~or. three months, or in the 
case of an a·,somatwn to a penalty not exceed­
ing- £500. 

~fr. THEODORE: \Vould you put a man in 
prison for that? 

Tl~e SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
I thmk we are all out to do the best we can 
for the State v:e live in. Might I remind 
hon. nw'llbcrs, m answer to the interjection 
that co:nc, acroc" the Chamber, that in 
a'?-other ,Shte wher": they have not_ got a 
Liberal Government m office, but where they 
h~':'e a L'1bou:r: Government in office, pro­
viswns not unhke these have been put into 
their Dill. 

it. 
Mr. BOWMAN: You copied a good deal of 

The SEC;RETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
Then I will be able to claim the leader of 
the Opposition as a supporter of this measure 
if that is true. ' 

Mr. BowMAN : I promise you that you will 
not. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: You oopied the worst 
provision of the other Act. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
No dismissal is to be allowed of anyone who. 
is .a member of an association. It is unfor­
tunate th"t in the past there have been cases. 
where victimi,CLtion has taken place. 

Mr. FOLEY: How are you going to stop it 1 

The SECRETARY FOR PL:BLIC \, ORKtl: 
There ha\0 hee"' <"~ses in which it has taken. 
pl.ace. A man should not be engaged merely 
becauPc he is or is not a n1ember of .a.n as­
S<Jciation. I say emphaticaily that peopl<> 
have no more right to lJUt questions of that 
kind to an individual than l have the right 
to quarrel with any person be<:ause he may 
not have the t,arne religious views as myself._ 

GovERS}IE:\T J\iEMBJCRS : Hear, hear ! 

Th~ SI:.v_r_{_E'Lci.l-:i.~i- _r_:'(...~1 PLJBLIU \t'OILl(S ~ 
It seems to me high;y inconsistent to say 
that IJecause a man is Oi a certain brand­
I am not sp<· ,,king in .any way disrespect­
fully <Jf such people-but bH,:mMl a man has 
such a brand that he only is fit to be em­
ployed. I say that is against all the very 
best instincts of our life. I ask, would any 
hon. member on the opposite side, much less 
on this side-if a man came to him hard up. 
and hungry, W<Juld he turn round and ask 
him whether he was a unionist or a non­
unionist? I am quite sure they would not, 
and that their higher impulses would pre­
vail in connection with that matter. And 
therefor-e I a:aim that there should be no. 
di,.crimination, ·and that " man should be 
judged by his merits and by. his capabi:i­
ties, and not by any particular br.and. 
Might I point out to hon. members opposite, 
if that feeling is carried <Jut, as it might be· 
carried out-I say I hope the day is far dis­
tant when it will be carried out-then you 
will have tho ve·ry w·orst kind of American 
rule in Queensland, because it would be 
quite rea,sonabl0 for this side to turn round 
and say: "lYe will only employ one br-and 
<Jf peopk-namcly, our own political sup­
porters," and the othe-r side, when they got 
mto power, would turn round and do the 
&arne. I a.sk, would that be in the interests 
of the community generally 1 I have here 
-a very pertinent cutting, and if I am in 
order, I will take the opportunity of read­
!ng what Sir Waltr>r Runciman had to say 
m connection with this matter. He says-

" Some employers are at their wits' 
ends as to how disputes may he avoided, 
and so they fix on co-partnery. In one 
or two instances this has worked well, 
but in many others the trial has failed. 
Profit sharing or an~· other form of re­
munnration will only work with har­
mony if ~·he men are satisfie-d, and th-ey 
are just as likel:1 to become· dissatisfied 
by this pJ.an of payment 'as any other. 
Once tho imagination is seized with the 
idea of a personal attack 'being made 
on workmen's interests it is all up, and 
the pnna< a is as al:<ntive as the Thlin•\rs' 
Eight Hours Act or the Minimum Wage 
Act. The men .asked for these changes, 
got them, and there has b;oen trouble 
ever since.'' 

Hon. members will agree that that is a 
statement brimful of common sense. 

Mr. COYNE : What is he? 

Th" SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \YORKS: 
I think he is the head of 'a large shipping 
firm. At any rate, whatever he is, he is a 
sensible man who has not failed to express: 
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himself in an entirely intelligent way. I 
wish now to ·deal with those provisions in 
the Bill which relate to lockouts •and strikes. 
Hon. members will notice that this is •a very 
important part of the Bili. First of all, it 
deals with lockouts and strikes as far as 
public utilities arc concerned, and it will be 
further noticed that no strike oan take 
place, as far as those particular commodi­
ties are concerned, without first of all there 
has been a compulsory conference, and then, 
after the compulsory conference, there must 
be notioe of fourteen da0 s to strike. 

Mr. Bow:llAN : That is a splendid idea. 

The SECRETAHY ':•'OR PUBLIC "\VOHKS: 
It is a splendid idea wh•m one considers 
. that very often the reasons for striking •are 
brought about by men who do not think 
very much. In the height of excitement 
they perhaps want to be loyal to their 
fellows; I have nothing to say against the 
man who w.ants to be loyal to his fellows, 
but it is a good provision to let men have 
the opportunity of realising what the result 
of their act is likely to be. And I think it 
will be agreed generally that it is a good 
thing, not onlv to let them have an oppor­
tunity of doing that, but also to .allow a 
secret ballot to be taken before they strike, 
and men will feel, just as when they go to 
the poll to vote for a member of Parlia­
ment, that they can record their vote with­
out feeling th0re is any intimidation what­
-ever-that they are quite free to dif.cuss the 
matter with their wives and f,amilie3, and 
will know what the nature of their act 
means. So I say this provision is one which 
I am quite certain the public generally will 
agree with. What are public utilities? 
"Pub:ic utilities" are held to me•an: The 
manufacture or "upply of coal gas for any 
purpose ; the production or supply of elec­
tricity for light or power; tho supply of 
water for domestic purposes: the supply of 
milk, flour, or brc•d for domestic consump­
tion; the slaughter or supply of meat for 
dome, tic consumption; the getting, sale, or 

c.(!elivory of coal or other fuel for any pur­
pose. I am sure that hon. members will 
agree that it is not right that there should 

'be any interference in connection with those 
matters if it can possibly be avoide·d. In 
connection with most thinge, which are not 
public utilitieo, the Bill says that there shall 
be no provision for striking until .a ballot 
has been taken and fourteen days' notice 
must be given. I am quite certain again 
that this is altogether in the interests of the 
community. Now as to penalties. Any 
person or industrial a'socintion who takes 
part i'l ., lockout is liabl-e to a penalty not 

.. exceeding £1,000. 
Mr. O'SULLIVAN: Make it £5,000. 
Mr. BARBER: I\Iake it a million. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 

I do not think it would be desirable. I say 
this provision is identical, at any rate as far 
as the penalty is concerned, with Mr. Beeby's 
Bill, to which reference has been made this 
aftcrnoon, and that Bill was introduced b> 
a Labour Government. Any person who doe"s 
any act or thing in tho nature of a strike 
is liable to a penalty not exceeding £50. 
And let me say the penalty is to. be a first 
charge on 1vag-es. -

Mr. ;\JrnPHY: That is hardly fair. 
Th~ SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 

·The hon. member would be the very first man. 
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I am sure, if he were concerned in this mat­
t-er, to say, "Well, I have broken the law, 
and you can take my wages." 

Mr. MURPHY: I will show you where it 
is not fair. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
The hon. member "ill have an opportumty 
of showing to the House how he regards 
it as unfair. The asso.ciation may be called 
upon to contribute to the penalty. 'vVe ~ay 
it is only right, if there are men behmd 
who are urging otl1f'rs, perhaps to stnke~ or 
towards a dislocation-it is only a fair tlung, 
whether they are· employers o.r employees, 
that they should contribu!e to t~e· penalty, and 
it is one of those penalties whwh, I assume, 
will be useful in helping to keep the law . 
Hen members wiH observe that the penal­
ties ·are •all of such a nature that, whilst 
they are not unusually severe, still they should 
have a very re'·.trictive influence upon. those 
who are desirous of gomg out on stnke or 
are desirous of creating a lockout. A man 
who is dispos'ld to encourage a lockout de­
serves to be punished, and the J:?an who 
goes out on strike without reasonaole cause 
deserves to be punit·hed. . Part VI., hen. 
membura ,,rirll notice, is miscellaneous. . It 
deals with holidays, and perhaps I mig~t 
be a!lo1wed to refer to some of those hoh­
days. I know I must not take the R~ll ciaus.e 
by clause, but clause ,42 deals with holi­
days, .and I may be a,lowed to read ,what 
holiday.> are brought under the B1!1. The;v 
are as follows:-New Year's Day, Good F~I­
Jay, Easter Monday, the first Mond~y. m 
May, the twenty-fourth day of :\lay, Chnst­
mas day, and Boxing f!ay, or on any day 
proclaimed to be .kept m the pla?e of any 
ellch holiday, shall be deemed ov~rt1me w'?rk, 
and shall be paid for at the rate of tiJ:?e 
and a-half. If there are any dt fr.cts m tne 
Bill in recrard to matters of that kind, they 
can be d~alt with in Co.mmittee. I have 
referred to the matter just now to show t]:re 
particular days which arc 5ncluded spemfi­
cally in the Bill. It. ma_Y oe asl~ed : Why 
have wf?. taken authonty m the Bill ~or out­
lining the holidays? The an~wer IS v~ry 
simple, and yet the answer IS one . whwh 
will show at once how Important It IS. that 
there should be no. doubti as to the holidays 
which are being observed. If i1on. mem­
bers will take the opportunity of gomg 
through the various wages boards' findings 
thev will realise this : That there are many 
awitrds d1ffering very much as far as the 
holida' s are concerned; and so you may have 
in one establishment men emplo.yed who are 

engaged in one particular in<;Jus­
[4.30 p.m.J try who, if they work, get time 

and a-half. You may have others 
who are not affected at aH, and altogether 
things have grown to such a condition that 
it has been almost impossible to work the 
holida.vs satisfactorily; so we have included 
what ;;ve conceive to be the holidays-not the 
whole of the holidavs, let me say. but the 
holiday3 ''' far as ·this particular Bill, is 
concernc,:_, My colleague, the Ho.me t:Jec­
retarv has a Bill, as hon. members are 
awar~: dealing with and setting beyond an.y 
doubt other holidav,,; but we say that th1s 
Bill should be ped~ctl:v clear a' to the holi­
chvs unon which time and a !:alf should 
be. paid, and so as to remo.ve 'orne of the 
present difficulties which <>xist. Another 
feature of the Bill is that there should be no 
representation at court by certain people, and 
I would like to say that that may be a ques­
tion with regard to representation by a solicitor 
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or barrister in the court, which may require 
some consideratl.on. The idea naturally is to 
reduce the expense, but I do not know 
whether the working out of the Federal High 
Court in that particular direction has, after 
all, produced economy-it may or may not~ 
but it seems to me that if you have an 
ordinary layman conducting matters that 
are very largely technical he has to be-if I 
may use the term-propped up from behind 
by a member of the lega·l profession. 

Mr. BoWMAN : That is not so in New 
South Wales. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
J can only say that my great desire is to 
see a Bill which will be highly satisfactory. 

Mr. BowUAN: 'Will you explain the second 
sub-clause in clause 42 Y 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
If ~y colleagues will turn it up for me, 
I wrll do what I can to explain it in a 
moment. Now, as to other features. it will 
be found that the Bill says that no party 
shall be represented by counsel or sohcitor 
or salaried officer of an industrial associa­
tion or member of Parliament. I take it 
that we shall be sufficiently loyal, at any 
.rate, to _se'l. that that particular phase of 
the quBstwn rs loolwd at fairly and squarely, 
and that we shall be prepared to exclude 
.ourselves from the representation at court 
.and I think it is highly propc•r that n~ 
member of Parliament should be included 
in defen~e, or otherwise-(hear, hear!)­
because rt frequently happens that he, in 
.another form, has to do with some of the 
matters which may arise. 

Mr. COYNE: 'What about the secretary of 
the union? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS : 
For th? very same rea"on the secretary of 
the umon-l am not saying anything dis­
respectful to secretaries of unions-but the 
secretary of .the union may be precisely in 
the same posrtion, and it is highly important 
that he should not occupy the position. 
.(Opposition laughter.) The leader of the 
.Opposition asked me to explain clause 42. I 
.can do so .. The position is briefly this: 
In the past rt has been found in administra­
tion that perhaps a man has been put on 
to do two or three things-every workman 
has not one cla~s of work. Under ordinary 
conditions it would be lOs. a day, and 
another class of work would be Ss. a day. 
Now the Bill says--

Mr. BowMAN: That .is not what I wanted 
at all-it is subclause (2) of clause 42. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS : 
I am answering 42, as it was put to me; 

. and so we say that when a man is engaged 
in doing two classes of work he must be 
paid for the day at the higher rate, and 
not. the lower rate. I think hon. members 
will agree with me that that is quite fair 
and eminently satisfactory. In the Bill we 
also have repeated the amendment which 
took pl!'ce in the Act last year with regard 
to furmture workers. I think I have already 
explained to the House that with regard to 
furniture workers we find it quite impossible 
to prevent aliens from working at night­
time, by reasons of the statement that they 
were partners. Whenever a man was brought 
into court he was able to prove by some 
means that he was a partner. We are re­
peating what we had in the former measure, 
'that no two partners can work at the same 

tim". afb.'r hours, and by this means we are 
dealing with that matter. It will .also be 
noticed that there is a general penalty 
against an industrial assomation of £100, 
and against a person, of £10. I have tried 
to deal fully with the Bill, and I admit that, 
on such an important Bill, after all I may 
only ha Ye touched the very fringe of these 
important matters; and I want now to deal 
with the details somewhat in a different light 
to the Bill. The object of the Bill is really 
to prevent strikes. I do not say that it 
is possible to bring in any measure that really 
will prevent strikes, but I say the objec;t of 
the· measure is, ·at least, to prevent. strrkes, 
and to assist. to make the conditions of life 
more satisfactory. I want every hon. mem­
ber, with mp, to look fairly and squarely 
into the quution of what strikes really 
mean-whether they be Brisbane strikes or 
anv other strikes__:and I think I am right 
in · sayin!!, that, in the first place, they cer­
tainly mean very considBrable loss to the 
communitv e> a whole. \Vhat wao the loss 
in connection with the last Brisbane strike? 
I say that the loss in conrwctlon with that 
strike must- hav•, been very great indeed. 

Mr. FoLEY: £24,000 was spent on special 
constables . 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
I took steps to get some information from 
some of those who are engaged in looking 
after the industries of the Stat'·, and I want 
to say in that. particular conn•,ction how 
much ],)SS there rc:1llv w::e to .->One of th' 
workers even in B~isbane. For obvious 
re:tsons, perhaps I had better not menti<;m 
names-still, it will bs all tho same, I will 
name thBm, because otherwise it may . be 
considered that I have perhaps somethmg 
fictitious here in connection ·with this par­
ticular statement. The first is Mrs. Char !ton, 
one of the lady inspectors, who may be 
known to hon. members. 

"l'rirs. Charlton: An occupier in the 
boot trade told me that the firm lost 
over £2,000 in one month. which \yas 
a total loss to their employees. Durmg 
the half-year ending 30th June, the firm's 
output was 30,000 pairs of boots less tl:an 
during the previous corrP,pondriJ,g 
period. 

" \Vhile the breadwinners wEcnt out on 
strike many of the wive" had to go out 
and wash or do daily charing, and 
never bef~re were there so many special 
applications for young children to go 
to work. 

"Miss Dempsey: The incrfase in the 
number of home workers for the half­

. year ended 30th April was very marked, 
and a great portion of this may be at­
tributed to the strike . 

"Jlfiss Robinson: There were a good 
many parents callinz at this office for 
special permits for children, the reason 
given in many instances being that the 
fathers and others helping to support 
the family had been out of employment 
since the strike, and that the money 
earned by the children would be so)lle­
thing to help ov<'r a very trying time. 
Other parents eaid that they had not 
intended taking the children from school 
for a while, but they found it difficult 
to make ends meet since the wage­
earners had been out of employment on 
account of the strike. 

" ]f r. Thiel: With very few excep­
tions in the baking trade the workers 
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have :;ot behind with their accounts, and 
they are paying off in instalments, rang­
ing from 1s. to 2s. 6d. per week. 

" The strike delayed the starting of 
operations at the meatworks for about 
thre"' weeks. This threw the works back 
considerably with their oversea contracts. 
One retail butcher told me that he had 
to boil d,;wn for tallow 150 sheep al).d 
seventy bodies of beef. 

" In the furniture warehouses, em­
ployers say that during February and 
March their receipts dropped to one­
half, through ' time payments' not being 
made, and there was no fresh business 
doing. 

"Jir. Jiartin: One employer informed 
me that his loss in trade during strike 
time was £15,000, but more wages were 
paid during that time owing to double 
rates being paid. Seven hundred men 
are employed at this place. 

" A leading carrier told me that dur­
ing the strike his firm paid £700 leos in 
wages than would otherwise have been 
the case. 

" At a large printing office during 
the month of lfcbruary the business done 
was £600 below the average. At an­
other smaller firm, where thirty-five 
hal).ds are employed, the wages sheet 
during strike time was £120 less than 
would have been the case otherwise. 

"Jfr. Cowap: In the boot trade, from 
investigation, I estimate the following 
loss of wages in eleven factories through 
the strike, £4,356; loss of output, 
£19,816. 

" In the iron trade, five firms' figures 
show loss in wages £5,448, and in out­
put £13,255. 

"Jir. Raftery: I was told that at least 
three grocers eithn went insolvent or 
went into liquidation through not being 
able to meet their liabilities to the larger 
businesses on account of small customers 
not being able to make their weekly 
payments for goods through the wage­
earners of the families being out of em­
ployment." 

Mr. CoYNE: Are you including the Lowood 
factory? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
I have not a word to say in favour of that 
particular factory. I am dealing for the 
moment with a matter which was much wider 
in its influence than even that which the 
hon. member for \V arrego mentions-very 
much wider, indeed, because it affected, 'as 
I shall show later on, not only the workns, 
but women and children; and anything that 
is done in the direction of affecting women 
and children, and making their lot harder­
everv member in this House should feel 
calle"d upon to give of his very best to try 
and prevent that kind of thing, and I am 
sure that hon. members will try and rise to 
the occasion in that regard. May I draw 
the attention of the House to the other 
losse<, which must have occurred? vVhat 
about our railways? Will it not be con­
ceded that on our railways, under the con­
ditions on which they were run-despite the 
loyalty of the staff-a loy:dty which should 
be recorded in red letters in the history of 
the State-there must have been a very 
considerable loss? Then, again, take our 
Government Printing Office. How many 
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men went out on strike there? No doubt 
they believed they were doing the right 
thing in going out; but they sustained a 
·very serious loss in wages. 

Mr. COYNE: \Vhy, you are keeping some of 
them out yet. · 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
I believe that those men would not have gone 
out if they had been given the opportun!ty 
of taking a secret ballot, such a6 is provided 
for in this Bill. 

Mr. HrrNTER: Are you sorry they went ouH 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
I am always sorry when a man goes out on 
strike when he ha•s really no cause to go out. 

)1r. HUN1'ER: Then why are you keeping 
some of them out now? 

ThP SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
As far a" I know, no men have been kept out 
of the Government Printing Office, and there 
certainly was no victimisation of the men 
there. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: I know different to that. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
'What has been the loss to the "ountry? I 
have asked farmers to favour me with soma 
particulars, ancl in the II_~emorandum I ho)d 
in my hand reference IS made to cer.tam 
factors which were operating at that time, 
which, happily, have since passed away. Th.e 
weather conditions then prevailing made It 
very difficult in some ways to deal with tha 
situation in which they found themselves. 
The rural industries were handicapped by 
dry weather, which amounted alm?s~ to a 
drought, and th('n, when they got tm;Ir pro­
ducts by rail to Brisbane-I refer partiCularly 
to butter-they were not able to export it 
to the home market. 

Mr. HTTNTER: You bought .some of it,. 
didn't von? 

The SEG'RETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
I always leave the buying to the hon. mem­
ber for Marano«. (Government laughter.). I 
know he is an mwellent hand at a speculatiOn 
of that kind. This memorandum says-

" .As a consequence of the interfen;nca 
with the interstate and oversea shippmg, 
there were at one period some 40,0()(} 
boxes of butter held up in the cold stores 
in Brisbane for which there wa.s no out­
let. At a very low estimate this butter 
can be valued at £120,000, and when the 
depreciation that tah's place in butter 
when it is being .stored is remember.:;d, 
the lor.s to the industry will be readily 
under,tood:" 

Mr. FoLEY: Has the butter been thrown 
away? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
r am very glad of that interjection. Tha 
market for our butter at home only exists 
for a cerl"tin portion of the year, a!ld if the 
butter misses the market, the loss IS a very 
serious one to the exporters. The memoran­
dum goes on~ 

" In addition to this there must of 
cuune be added the loss resulting from 
the limitation of the output at the 
factories at that time, and at most of 
these cold storage accommodation is very 
limited." 

If that butter had to be .sold on the Brisbane 
market, it would mean a very serious loss, 
because the local marlmt is only capable of 
taking a certain quantity. Butter being a 
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perishable product, it has to be dealt with 
very quickly, and as the cold storage accom­
modation here is not intender! to store butter 
during a strike, but only during the interval 
between the time it reaches the port and 
its shipment, it was taxed to its utmost, 
capacity. The VM'Y essence of success in the 
butter buciness is prompt despatch. 'l'he 
memorandum continul~'3-

" During February, 1911, the exports 
of fruit for the month numbered 26,325 
pacl,dges, and for this year only 1,365 
were succe···,fully sent away. The figures 
relate to Brisbane only, but Townsville 
Caind, Innisfail, Cooktown, II:Iary: 
boro:1gh, and other ports suffered pro­
portionately also. In a like manner the 
imports to Brisbane were reduced. In 
Febru.lry, 1911, we received 33,397 pack­
age. of Southern fruits. but in the same 
month this yc •. .r only 6,716 packages were 
JanrJ.,d. So much did the farmers feel 
the strike that many of them carne to 
Brisb.:me and volunteered to load and 
unload the ships until "ork in the 
ordinary sense was resumed.'' 

That sho\U very clearly that there was a 
considerable kes to the rural industries of tho 
State. It may be asked why I intrude this. 
I do not intrude it for the purpose of re­
viving !he strike question, bLlt to show how 
necessary it is to see if we cannot devise 
some means for making strikes px:trernely 
difficult. No·,,, what about the misery pro­
duced? I thin], every hon. member must 
admit that there was misery caused by the 
strike and tha.t many innocent persons 
suffered. Ju.;t let me rilad what happened in 
connection with some of those who should 
not have been 'Ca.llcd upon to bear the burden 
of gettin~· bread for the hom<>. One lady, 
reporting, >ey,-

" \Vhile the breadwinners went out on 
strike, many of the wives had to go out 
and wash or do daily charing, and never 
before were there so many special appli­
cations for young children to go to 
work.' 1 

Miss Dempsey reports-
" The increase in the number of home 

or outside workers for the half-year 
e:1ding 30th April, 1912, was very marked, 
a great portion of which can be attri­
buted to the strike." 

In the fac'' of that I ask: Should we not try 
to devise some means by which we can get 
over that difficulty? This is what Miss 
Robinson, another inspector, writes-

" Following on the strike, however, 
there were a goud many parents olling 
at the office Te " special permits for 
children tu work in factories," the reason 
given in many instances being that the 
fatheu md others helping to support the 
family h'au been out of employment since 
the <trike, and that the money earned 
bv the child would do something to help 
tide matters over a very trying time. 

"Other parents, calling for 'certifi­
ficettes for young persons,' said that they 
had not intended taking the child from 
school for a while, only that they had 
found it difficult to make ends meet 
since the "age-earners had been out of 
employment on account of the late 
strike." 

I think those ext~:wts show that there was 
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distinct hardship infEctr•rl even upon the 
children in the community. 

::'.lr. HUNTER: We all felt it. 

The bECitE'l.'ARY l?Ol{ PuBLIC WORKS: 
There is no doubt we all felt it. I am very 
dad the ,hon. member for :\1aranoa admits 
that he felt it, and I am quite sure he will 
help us with this Bill. 

:\lr. ReNTER: What a Christi--n sp;rit you 
show. 

The ,;:;ECHE'l'ARY l<'l!It PuBLIC WORKS: 
I think I am sho,·ing the essence of thc. 
Christian spirit. 

:\1r. HuNT Ell: In rejoicing at my troubles~ 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
It will be admitted that you cannot have an 
upheaval ,uch as we had in which there is 
only loss on one side. You cannot have a 
strike without the men losmg, but IS It not 
equally true that the employers also lose 
con,,iderably? Not only were the products 
that were ;;,vailable and that cou:d only be 
suppliEd with the great< ,,t difficulty made 
dearer, but, unfortunately, men h~d not the· 
wherewithal to buy th'" ne.:e<,sants of hfe, 
and I am quite cert 1 in that., if the loss to the 
community generally could be reckoned up, 
it would run into thouoands and thousands, 
of pounds. But is that all'!. We ccn ~:eadil_y 
dismim that from cons1deratwn; but tnere IS. 
a.nother loss that comes into th,,. quP.stion and 
is a very big matt>lr indeed. What is the 
effed upon the workei'S themcr3lvcs? Now, I 
am speaking as a man to men, ,nd I wenture· 
to say that those listening to me w1ll ag:ee 
that many a man who ha•1.gone out on s~nke 
-whether the strike was JUSt or othenns~­
has drifted from pillar to post, and ,has 
perhaps gone back a less worthy man tnan 
before. 

:Mr. COYNE: And many a man who has 
stopped in ha.s been very sorry for it after­
wards. 

The SECRETAHY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
I do not .say that eveQ striker has gone 
down-that would be a reflection up;m hon. 
members on the front bench opposlte-?ut 
I have known men, as the result of .bemg 
dislocated for the tim<. being from theu em­
ployment, who have -~rift.ed, and the moral 
effect on the commumty IS not a good '?ne. 
Do not strikes bring about strained relatiOn­
ships on the part of the men and on the part 
of the masters? And I hold that :ve shall 
never be able to successfully deal With :'ome 
of these difficulties until there is -a kmder 
feelino- amongst those who are so necessary 
to on~ another. I say, all h;mour to the 
men in tho r:mks who are trymg to get to 
the top; but I urge that ir> t.he i:r;tterests of 
the community generally It IS wise not to 
tear apart employer and ·employee, but to 
see that tho conditions are of such a 
character that the employee will get a fair 
deal, •and the employer .will f<:>el that the:e 
is some sense of secunty. And any Bill 
going in that direction will be helping the 
oommunitv generally. Is it not the duty of 
the Government to try to bring about better 
conditions? I ,ay distinctly that it is: and 
in this oonnection-though it may seem 
strange for me to do so--l will quote what 
was said in the old country by Sir John 
Dewar, when addressing a number of peop]& 
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engaged in the wine and spirit business. 
This is what he said~and the remaTks are 
exceedingly appropri.ate-

" It is the fundamental business of all 
Governments to see that tmde in the 
country is prosperous, to secure peace 
and public order, to make life, capital, 
and property safe, and to see that the 
laws which they make are obeyed. 

" The only way in which you oan do 
good to the poor is to promote the pros­
perity of the whole community." 

Those woFds have an important bearing on 
the position. There are other things besides 
the accumulation of money. Money can do 
many things, but it cannot produce good 
feeling between employers and employees, 
which is of greater importance than even 
money. The object of the Bill, briefly, is to 
bring men together and enable them to 
settle their difficulti<"c as they crop up. I 
intimated in my opening remarks that the 
House has ·expressed itself .ag,ainst strikes. 
Even those who tried to justify the late 
strike said that strikes •are about _the last 
weapon that should be used. (HP;H, hear !) 

Mr. ·RYAN : This Bill is about the last 
weapon, I think. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS . 
This Bill opens wide the door to bring 
people together, so that they may discuss 
their differenC<·s with a view to amicable 
settlement. I believe that in 90 per cent. of 
the troubles that arise, if the men concerned 
could only be brought together, no strike 
would take place, because deep down in the 
hearts of both employers and employees 
there is a feeling of justice one towards the 
other; and we should oultiv.ate that feeling 
to the fullest extent. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hoar! 

The S'ECitETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS : 
May I say, in conclusion, that I hope the 
day may be speedy when injustice and 
tymnny shall give way to the consideration 
of matters in such a way •as to produce a. 
benefici•al result. In a m-atter of this kind 
it is our duty to get away from party tur­
moil, and join hand in hand to make the 
measure one that will conduce to the peace, 
happiness, and pro.~peritJ· of Queensland, ·a 
land which-whatever our politics are-we 
all love and are seeking to serve. 

HONOURABLE JHEKBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. BOWMAN (Fortiturle Valley): I de­
sire to move the adjournment of the debate_ 

Que9tion put and passed. 
The resumption of thD debate was made 

:an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

DRAINAGE OF MINES BILL. 

SECOND READING. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. J _ 
G. Appel, Albert): This small measure, the 
second reading of which I propose to move 
this afternoon, involves no question of policy, 
but is necessary owing to certain circum­
stances that have arisen in connection with 
the mining industry. The existing law on 
the subject originated in the Gympie Gold­
field where, owing to floods, the mines were 
subj~ct to inundation, which caused very 
considerable loss to the owners and share­
holders of those particular mines. It be­
came apparent to those mineowne1:s and to 
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others interested in the mines that it was 
absolutely necessary that some conc<o;r~ed 
action should be taken whereby prov1swn 

might be made to prevent a re­
[5 p.m.] currence of such floodings. Such 

action was taken, and it led to 
the enactment of the Gold 1\Iines Drainage 
Act of 1891, amended in t-he year 1896, and in­
corporated in the Mining Act of 189~ and the 
Act of 1902 which at the pr€•,ent tune con· 
stitutes th~ legislation on this particular 
subject. Applic.1.tion has been made recently 
by other goldfields for drainage areas to be 
proclaimed on those particular fields. _The 
conditions on those fields, however, differ 
from those which led to the legislation I 
have indicated and which was originated 
by the minem/ners of G;ympie. Up t? ~he 
present time, the applicatiOn of ex1stmg 
legislation has been confin~d solely to ~ym­
pie. But even on Gymp1e the cond1owns 
have altered, and not aloae are thC' _mines 
subject to flooding overhead, but, as m ~he 
case of the mines at Charters Towers, wluch 
have made application for the constitution 
of a drainage area, are lia~le to inundation 
with water which h~ts dramed from aban­
doned workings or workings not in actual 
operation. The present measure proposes to 
make such an amendment in the law as wi)l 
include all mining fields within the ambit 
of our legislation. I may mention that, 
although application has not . yet been 
received from Croydon, the condrtwns there 
are similar to those which E'xist at Charters 
Towers. The scheme of the Bill is a simple 
one. If hon. members will look at its pro­
visions theY will find that the first four 
clause; pro.;;ide for 'the repeal ?f the pr~­
sent enactments, and contam certam 
machinery provisions. Clause 5 provides for 
the constitution of drainage areas. Clause 
6 makes provision for the election of drain­
age boards. Owners of mines are to have 
a vote in connection with the election of 
members of the boards. The voting has 
been confined to mines, not to le:,.es, so 
that no mine whether it consists of one or 
more leases, 'shall have any more voice in 
the election of a boa-rd than the owner of a 
single lease. The object of this provision 
is to place each mine, whether it is a. large 
or a small one, upon the same. footmg as 
far as representation on. the dramagD ):><;>ard 
is concerned. Clause 7 rs a new provrsron; 
it enables the Governor in Council to ap­
point a board in the .ev<;nt of min_eow:'ers 
failing to elect one wrthm a certam trme. 
Clause 8 which constitutes a drainage board 
a body 'corporate, is also new. "!Jnder the 
present law, the board may reqmre owners 
of mines within a drainage area to con­
struct and maintain upon their m~nes drain­
age works which the board consrder neces­
sary for the purpose of pr-eventing the 
flooding of the mines within the area. By 
clause 9 the board is empowered to require 
the own'er of a mine to raise or drain water 
from his mine with any machinery already 
erected or which may be erected, on such 
mine ~nd to use such machinery for raising 
or d~aining water in such manner as the 
board considers necessary. Hon. members 
who are acquainted with the legislation on 
this subject will realise that this is a very 
important provision, because it will el?-able 
~he drainage board to make use of machmery 
which is already in existence for the pur· 
pose of discharging water from mines . for 
the common benefit. It further provrdes 
for conditions which exist, and which may 



Drmnage of ~M~ines Bill. [31 JULY.] Drainc.ge of Mines Bill. 515 

'Constantly occur, on such fields as Charters 
Towers and Croydon, a!ld ~nables the board 
t>) carry out its operations m many mstances 
at a comparatively small cost. Clause 10 
provides for the cost of raising or draining 
water from mines, and for the construction 
maintenance, and repair of drainage works: 
The contribution of each owner is to be in 
proportion to the benefit received. That is 
a matter which the board will, of course, 
define when co:asidering the whole question 
of the contrib~tions to be . paid by the 
several owners. Then, there rs a nBw addi­
tion to our preoent legislation, and that is, 
that each owner shall receive credit for the 
value of any water which he· shall rai~e at 
the instance or under the direction of the 
board; but any water so raised which he 
lfSes for his own purposes, or which he sells, 
IS to be deducted from such credit. Clause 
11 provides for appeal to the warden by any 
person who thinks himself aggrieved by 
the board's assessment, and the decision of 
the warden with respect to any contribution 
is. to be 'final and conclusive. Clause 12 pro­
vrdes for the recovery of contributions. 
These may be recovered in any court of 
co';Ilpetent jurisdiction, provided that any 
prwr encumbrance which may exist in con­
nection with any lease shall have precedence 
{)f any charge that may be impo •• ed on the 
leaseholder by the drainage board. The 
failure to pay contributions also renders a 
lease liable to forfeiture. The Bill generally 
as _I have a!ready indicated, involves n~ 
polwy. It IS a measure which practi­
eally consists of r.othing but details. I con­
fess th!lt I ·:.as infringictg when, for the in­
for:.na('.'-011 ot }Jon. · mc,.'mbcrs, I v, as sirnply 
g-rvmcr the i~t of each pnrticu1ar clause. 
Spec, king g-cn,rallJ, tb~ Bill give·• all the 
nc·cc .. wy po· c rs -1nd authoritv to the board 
consti' It~d in any drainage are<: to do aU 
tha.t is IlOl'€ ::-!FY to .c:arr\ out the vrDrks 
which thc,y de· .'de shall be carried out for 
the effective draina.:e of thc'e mmes whe­
thn the v·atn ;ohich th··y have to dE~] with 
comes from OFrhead bv the flooding of the 
surfac , or hether it 'is water that drains 
into the mic:es from old abandoned work­
in:;s. or fl:o:rn vth."r working$ whkh are at 
prec:ent IJel!lg worked. Power is viven the 
same ---ts in thP existing Act. to 'the lo.cal 
aut!10rit;r tJ levy a special drain<tp-e rate, 
whwh may be handed over to ob~ drainag-e 
board for the purpDse of enabling them to 
c,n·.ry. out the necc.-sary drainage operations. 
This Is an alternative which is put into the 
J;l1ll, and which is the law at the present 
time, co as to, cna bk the full effect of the 
present meacure to be taken ad· .. ·antage of. 
The Bill a1"lo makes the necessary provision 
1n c:1se.; 'vhere no drainage board has been 
proclaimed. It makes provision that if the 
owner of a mine suffers from the drainace 
of_ "11tnr he may c;lair~ from the adjoini~g 
mmeo·" ners a contnl•ubon to free the. v:ater 
that is drained into his mine from the mines 
which surround him. The po····er is r1ho 
given i!l the Bill to make all the neces,:ary 
re::;ulatmns that are requif,ite for the pro­
per c•rrying out «f this measure. In con­
clusion, I may sav that, although it is a 
sm':JI m;ne~ne which 'involves no particular 
n<J!Icy. It n one whir;h I venture to '"'Y 
from the <>xperience which I have gained ;r: 
the administration of the Mines Department, 
is necessary. It is a measure that has beAn 
asked for, and it is required under the altered 
~onditions at the present time in the mining 
mdustry, and which circumstances are likely 

to increase owing to the greater depth at which 
minerals are being worked at the present time, 
and the equitable necessity-! will put it 
that way-which exisL, that all ;Jersons 'V\ho 
are interested in a field should be required 
to contribute for the purpose of freeing 
their m1 n and other mines of the water 
which drains in either from the top or below. 
I beg to move the second reading of the 
Bill. 

HoKOURABLE ME),BERS : Hear, hear ! 

~\lr. THEODORE (Chillag,e): In perusing 
tho Ilill, I find that there is very 'little de­
pu 't ,;:_·c frorn tho pn,\·j;,i,J:!>l no1v on the 
statute-book. The only ac'd~tions in the Eill 
that I can find that are not already provided 
in th~ principal Act are those which provide 
f'>r the inc:orporation of drainage boards, 
\rhich provide for the apne,cJ a< .. aim~ acse"s­
ments by the board, anl for the collection 
of contributions levied b0· the drainage board. 
The· .. , are not very serious it<Jms, 

The SECRETARY FOR J\liKES: And contribu­
tions i:Dr the use of machinery. 

::Hr. THEODORE: Thl't is a "ry import­
ant. and necess.ary provision. These amend­
ments arc not Important departures from the 
pres2nt law governing these matt, ... rs. ....~fter 
all, it is necessar ,;' to give the added power 
and increa·ed usefulness \~Chich is asked for 
by this measure. I should like to point out 
to the Minister for Mines that the Bill evi­
dently does not take into co:gnisance the p<Js­
sible responsibility of tribute1·s. I am aware, 
of course, of the position of tributers in past 
l<>:rislation upon thic; matter, but :;s there is 
o:nly one drain[u:re bo:1rd in exi::;tenr 2--. 

'rhe SECRETARY FOR MINES': As a matter of 
faoc, thm·e are twD, althoue h h·'h are in 
t~ympio. .._. 

:\Ir. THEODORE: At any rate, there is 
only one drainage area, and as th;;ct is the 
case, the pc-ssibility of what I am ~oing t<> 
touch upon bein.rr an evil has not ;et b~en 
domon, tr~t<;d. f should like to l ~int out 
to. the Mmister that under the principal Act 
tributor.;:.:., under certain circumAanef'~. might 
be taken to be owners of mineR, and under 
the provisio':'-s of this Bill the~· might be 
held r(:':,pOn.cable r,J..g O\.Vll8l'S of the pYC'perty, 
and might be compelled to carrv out the 
?bligations devolving upon own'ers. The 
mt.-·rpretation of "Owner" in the principal 
Act is gi' en in this way-

" The holder of any mining tenement 
or any sub-lessee of any such tenement, 
or any person in possession of such 
tenement, with the consent of such 
holder." 

well, tribuwrs are occasionally in full 
possession of mining tenements with the con­
'"nt of the holder of the lease, and in that 
case they will be put down as the owner 
of the mine and would be liable for all the 
responsibilities mentioned in this measure. 
In ordinary practice a party of tributers 
might be working entirely ,;:hove the water 
zom, and the drainage of a particular mine 
mirrht not benefit them in any de,r;ree w~at­
ever. Yet they may be liable for a contribu­
tion to assist. the larger companies in the 
immediate vicinitv, who will have a majority 
on the drainage 'board. 

Mr. MURPHY: Would not the mine be 
responsible for paying? 

'rhe SECRETARY FOR MINES : The mine is 
responsible. 

Mr. THEODORE : 
of tributers would 

In this case a party 
be considered actual 

Jl:h. Theodore J 
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bona fide owners for the purpose of this Bill. 
It may happen, perhaps, in the interests of 
the owner of the lease that if the contribu­
tion is a hcavv one they would abandon 
a mine. There might be certain areas of 
stone or ore left behind, cloee fo the surface, 
and it might be poasiblc to work that area 
prohtably by tributers without using the low 
levels at all. If these obligations are 
imposed upon ,a party of tributers taking up 
such an area, then there is a probrubility that 
the actual leaseholder will abandon it a;to­
gether rather than undertake such re·.~ponsi­
bility. That is .t possibility that should be 
considered. I admit that the- board would be 
actuated by common sense in tht>oe matters, 
a11d would not levy •a heavy tax on •a party 
of tributers which would prohibit them from 
carrying out their ordinary \Vork in thBfmine 
if the tributers were dBriving no bendit from 
the drainag·e provi""ions. 

Mr. McRPHY: The contributions are 
according to tho benefit received. 

Mr. THEODORE: That is so; but seeing 
thilt the board are the sole arbiters of 
the benefit received there is a po8sibilitv 
thot they might consider the tributer's 
receive a benetit. I ask the MinistBr to 
consider the m .tter and protect the tributcrs 
from being considered as the owners of a 
mine for this purpose. No mineowner 
should be allowc•d to <">cape his r<"ponsibilit:y, 
and no tributer should be responsible for 
canyimr out work that is of no benefit to 
hiu. l might point out that the tributcrs 
in almost ever.) instan~e will have no repre­
s··ntati'l e whatever on the drainage board, 
because that board will bo appointed by 
the Governor in Council and elected by the 
mineowners in the particular area, and the 
tribut,>rs will not be reprBsented on that 
particular board except indirectly through 
some of the mineowncrs. I think there is 
a possibility of the small mines being pro b­
ably victimised to a certain Bxtent by the 
w<.althy mineowners, who will dominate the 
board. 

The SECRETA,RY FOR MINES: They have the 
same voting power. 

Mr. THEODORE: They have the sarne 
voting power, but if the small mineowners 
.arc in a minority they may be out-voted, 
and unless the representative& of the wealthy 
mines are chnritable enough not to impose 
anything in J.he nature of a hardship, the 
small mines will be penalised. I know sorne 
coupa.nib would not have the slightest 
scruple about imposing heavy contributions 
on the mines in certain localities for the 
purpose of lessening their own cost for the 
drainage of their mines. Of course, we must 
agree that the majority of the representa­
tives on the boards would take up a reason­
able attitude in carrying out their duties on 
such boards, but we must safeguard the 
small mines against possible penalisation on 
the part of wealthy companies. 'When vve 
get to the Committee stages, there are a 
couple of clauses on which the Minist€r 
might givB more information r0garding mat­
ters of detail, particularly in connection with 
this Platter of safeguarding small mineowners 
and tributers, who, I think, .arB worthy <lf 
considnation. 

Mr. WALKER (Conroora): This ;, a mat­
ter with which I am fully conversant, as VVP 

have had a drainage area on Gympie f<lr 
some time. I think the first Act \Vas 

brought in in 1893, and the late Mr. Frank 

[Mr. 1'heodore. 

Power was one who took a very activB part 
in the question, and is one to whom the 
whole of Queensland is indebted 0'!- ~ccount 
of his legal training, his large mmmg ex­
perience, and the keen interest he took in 
mining. We have had, _up to the present 
time, on Gympie, practiCally no diffic~1lty 
in working the present Act. It has g!ve!I 
universal satisfaction. Of course, Gympie I& 
a peculiarly worked field. In oth!"r words, 
it is easily worked, and the dramage has 
been easily tr .. ,ced on account of the strata, 
or slate beds which usualh; carry the water, 
dipping east: and we can' locate the mines­
which should be drained. We have collected 
fees from all those mines constituted under 
the drainage area of Gy;npie; and, as the 
Minister just statBd, we have two boards _on 
Gym pie on account of .. developments whwh 
have recently taken place. As far as the 
objection raised by the ho'!· memb!"r for 
ChiJlaaoe with regard to tnbuters, IS con­
cerned" I' would like to point out there has 
been r:o question of the- small man ~aying .. 
more than his right &hare on Gympie .. It 
has never been di,puted in any shape .or 
form. There is one matter which the hon. 
member might have made clear. H_e asked 
if tributers wore working at a certam level, 
would they be re"ponsible for drainage be· 
low that level? If they have the tribute 
from a certain level to the surface, the land 
below them would be retained by the original 
company. The point is thi&: If th<y had the 
tribute of the whole mine down to unknown 
depths, then they shou~d be responsible for 
the drainage of that mme, and It would not 
affect the tributers in any shape or form, 
because wh.on leasing that .:nine for tri~ute­
the question of water would be tak!"n mto· 
considrration. Of course, tendBrs might. be 
called or a royalty paid. Pers~mally, I thmk 
the Bill in its present form IS aln;ost l.'er­
fect. It has given universal satisfactiOn, 
and the Mines Department, under the ad­
ministration of the Minister, ha& gonB care­
fully into amendmen.ts suggested by those 
who have had experience on Gympie, and 
they have been embodied in this. Bill. As 
far as Gympie is concerned, It 1s a good 
Bill and I can assure tho hon. member for 
Chiilagoc th:J.t it will not affc· t tributer" 
at all. There are any amount of tributer& 
in Gympie, and they have no gnevance at 
all. It may affect Croydon or Charters· 
Towers, but as far as Gympie i& concerned, 
it is a good Bill, and one that should pass 
practically without debate. 

Mr. MURPHY (Burke) : I desire to. con­
gratulate the Mines Department upon !ntro-· 
clueing this Bill, and I am sure It w1ll be 
wBlcomod by the mining community through­
out Queensiand. Speaking for Croydon, I 
might point out that years ago we en­
deavoured to obtain the e<tablishment of a 
dr.ainage 'board ,lt that place, but someho_w 
-principally, I suppo.<e, through defects In 
the Act-we were unable to get that board 
establishod, and the result has been that a 
few pAople have now to bear the whole ex­
pense of dealing with tho heavy water on, 
the Golden Gate line ·->f rLlf, >Yhi<'h has been 
the premier line of 'reef on Croydon. One, 
.-nd of that line has been abandoned in 
many places in consequence of the heavy e~­
rn·nse of dealing with the water. All tlns 
Bill provides is that. the mineowners on a 
givBn red shall be compelled to co-opnatc· 
.and .assist each other to deal with the water 
question. If the Governor in Council oaru 
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<JOmpel the mineowners to form a drainage 
board, thPy will be able to de<>l more cffc c­
tively and more cheaply with the water th:1n 
can be dono by individual effort. It will go 
further than that. The board will be en­
abled to carry out, by their own E·mployeBs, 
·Or compel mincowners to concrete the tops 
of their shafts to prevent surface water get­
ting down. In Crcydon, surface water has 
run down abandoned mines, and it has cost 
adjacent mineowners a considerable amount 
of money to carry out the drainage of their 
mines. We have had very ex]Jensiv<> law­
suits in Croydon in connection with bailing 
disputes. R·,cendy ,.,rtain mines on Golden 
Gate have joined together for the purpose 
<>f dealing with the water question, as they 
have discovere!l, although rather late in the 
day, that that is a much better v•my to deal 
with it. We know the establishment of a 
drainage board has done •a wonderful ·amount 
of good in Gympie, and other goldfields, 
having seen che good effect there, naturally 
desire an opportunity to establish Fuch a 
board on their own field. In ih prosperous 
days we ·tried to gc.t a. drainage board estab­
lished on Croydon, but we.re unsucce,sful, 
.ana not very long ago we had to go to the 
Government for a,sistance to put down 
machinery on ]).![organ's Block, otherwise that 
line of yeef, the majority of the mines on 
which were held by working parties, would 
have had to be pra.ctical!y abandoned. Now, 
;years ago, when thB place v.;,,s booming, had 
we had the power to get a board established, 
things would have been quite different. In 
the good da.\3 when money is plentiful :you 
can find the money to put up the nece·"ary 
machinery to cope with water, and the JB.s­
sage of this Bill will enable this to be cione. 
It goes further. It will enable the Mines 
Department to compel mineowners to estab­
lish such a board. We know occasions arise 
when th<;e things are brought up and cbs­
cussed at n1-eetings of 1ninet:nvners; but, 
through selfishness on the part of some of 
.the mineowners, the formation of such a 
board is prevented. :\fow, under this Bill, 
where the Mines De.oartment consider it 
advisable that such a board should be esmb­
lished, they have the right, by 0rder in 
Council, to order that such a boa.rd be estab­
lished, and I am sure that this Bill will be 
<>f considerable asr-istance to most of the 
mmmg fields. The Minic.ter for Mines 
stated that the r, .tl object of the Bill was 
practically to enable a dr.ainago board to be 
established on Charters Towers. Of course, 
there are memb,·rs for ChHten To-.ver- here, 
rand they will deal with that question, but 
I am quite certain th:tt the Bill is a good 
one o.nd that it will be welcome to most of 
the mining fields. The hon. member for 
Chillagoe referred to the fact that it may 
interfere to some extent with tribnters or 
·small miners, but we have to recollect that 

there have been many instances 
[5.30 p.m.] on mining fields, especially in 

dealing 1vith water que-Hons, 
where the small minors and the tributers 
have interfered considerably with the pro­
gress of +he field. The.r have come along 
and objr·ded to the e•:.ablishmont of such a 
board, and have bc.cn in a position-as they 
were in Cro..-don in those dayg-to make 
such cffectiv; opposition that the drainage 
'board was never established, and the result 
is that many men who might have beAn able 
to continue working mines on the Golden 
Gate line of reef have lately been compelled 

to abandon them because t11Cy coul•l not 
deal with the water. I think the Bill is a 
very good one, and I am sure that, so far as 
members who t.ake any interest in mining 
are concerned, they will be very pleased that 
the Government have introduced it. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY (Queenton): As the 
Minister for Mines has remarked, there is 
nothing very contentious in this Bill, and 
I am of opinion that it is a Bill which will 
du good. It must be admitted on all hands 
that concerted action in a case like this 
is better than individual action. The one 
thing which has not. benefited, but injured, 
manv of our goldfields, has been the selfish­
nes, ·shown, where co-operative effort would 
have done a great deal of good. I suppose 
the events which took plac<> "n Charters 
Towers last year have had something to do 
with bringing about the mea~ure. \Vhat 
defects were reyealed in the provisions 
of the principal Act I am not prepared 
to state. It "eems to me there has been 
a need for a drainage board on Charters 
Towers for a long time past, and this board, 
it is to be hoped, will do something to 
allot the burden fairly and equitably on 
thosP who receive benefit. There was- an 
opinion expressed by the hon. member for 
Chillagoe that it might injure some small 
mineowners, as they might. not get adequate 
l'Ppresentation, and might be out-voted, and 
their interuots not be conserved. As far as 
tribut<:·rs are concerned, I might say, in 
emphasis of the point made by the hon. 
member for Chillagoe, that I know one 
contributing party who recently abandoned 
a mine, simply because they were under 
agreement to pay £5 a week to another 
company for hauling wat-er. Those were 
the conditions under which thfw took the 
mine up, and t.hey fctund it 'would not 
stand that with all the other expPnses, and 
they abandoned thv mine to the State, and 
it has not been worked since, and is not 
likely to be worked now. Most of the 
matters can probably be de:clt with. mo:r:e 
effectively in Committee, but I th111k 1t 
would have been an advantage if there had 
been a better idea given in the Bill, or by 
the Minister, as to the constitution of the 
board. An area will be proclaimed by the 
Governor in Council, and the board shall 
consist of as many membe.rs as m":Y be 
directed by the Governor 111 Counml by 
proclamation; but as to how many me~b_crs 
it is going to consist of-whether each mm111g 
area will have one rc-pr.:"•ntative and only 
one vote, or two ur three representatives, all 
remains to be seen. A great deal of the 
benefit which ought to accrue from a 
board of this kind will depend entirel;v on 
the action of the board after it is con­
stituted. If each individual mine returned a 
repr~'senbtive to the board to look after its 
interests, one might rc·asonably eocpect t~?-e 
ink rests of all would be conserved; but 111 
a great many inst:•nces that i <: not the case. 
There are, perhaps, two or three in the whole 
of the field, who dominat<· not merely one or 
two, but the bulk of the mines, and tJ::e 
r<>sult is that sometimes their influence 1s 
for their own interest rather than for the 
interc>st of the people altog-dher. But there 
is this good point : if the board gives a 
decision that is not satisfactory, then there 
may be an appeal to the warden, and I 
think in the majorit:•: of instances ~~?-e war4en 
can. be reli'ld upon to give a dec1s10n wh1eh 
1vill be acted on, and which will give satis­
faction to alL I do not know whether the 

Mr. Winstanley.] 
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conditions which prevail at Gympie prevail 
at other places. 'rhere ma'; be a difficulty 
in finding how the water drains, and where 
it comes from, and it will not be an easy 
task to allot to each mine the benefit which 
it derives, and the liability which it ought 
to bear, hut that will simply depend on the 
good senoo. honesty, and integrity of the 
board itself. I think this is a step in the 
right direction, and something which has 
been needed for a long time past. It is 
well known that serious consequences have 
a_ccrued in times gone by, and expensive 
ht1gatwn has taken place over this matter. 
It has been pointed out that amendments 
will be made in Committe,>, and I would 
like to express the hope that we are not 
going into Committee to-night. Some oppor­
tunity should be given to those who are 
most iut,-,·ested to convev their ideas and 
express their opinions m1 this Bill, which 
I hope v-ill b\' made to be for the benefit 
and advantage of all concerned. Then with 
regard to drainage areas, we are really in 
the dark as to Y<hat they will be like­
whether they will embrace thP whole field, 
or whether ther<> will be half a dozen 
drainage area". The machinery of the Bill 
is a step in the right direction, and I hope 
that. the mParure will be beneficial, not -:Jnly 
to Charters Townrs, but to all fields which 
have this difficultv to contend with. I sup­
pose that if the "Bill, when it is put into 
operatic:;, doss not do all that is expected, 
amendments and improvements will be made 
in it. 

Mr: \YILLIAHS (Chcr!•rs Tm· ,·s): I am. 
in £\your of the in'T< 'ucion of tl.is Bill, 
and I think tho hon. membf'r who has 
introduc '.cl it iE be congratulated on 
ha,-inr, rTuo l,t it in. It has been said by 
tho hon. nwmbor for Crovd0•1 that the Biil 
is b- "U?"h+. in as particularly affcding 
Charters Towers. I think it was brought in 
on account of the need of Charters Towers, 
ht.~t it will apply right through all the 
mmes of Queensland. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Hear, hear ! 

:i\cr. \YILLI ::\IS: The trouble has be, n 
to get from the people their proper con­
tr!.butio~;.. Th"re are min~.; which have been 
pun'lpin:; large quantities of vva+-,;:;r, and 
we find it impossible to get the contribu­
tion, but I think the Bill, as designed, will 
secure that contribution, and it will be an 
excellent measure. I am pleased to learn 
that a drainag-e board, which is very much 
th'" samt> as this. has been in operation in 
G~·mpie for a number of years, with great 
succe"s. IY e all look on it in Charters 
Towers with very great interest, as we really 
have no <'Xperience in the matter. When 
th.-· Bill comes into Committee, there will 
be some amenqments moved, and I propose 
to move some rn} sdf. \Vith regard to what 
the hon. member for Chillagoe has said 
about tributers, I think the Bill is not 
designed to affect tributers; I think it is 
simply designed to affect the owners. That 
is my opinion from the wording of the Bill. 
In any case, that is a subject for Committee. 
It is always quite easy for the owners in 
letting to tributers to arrange for placing 
a share of the burden of contribution on 
them in respect to water. 

Mr. MACKAY (Gyrnpie): I woi!.Jd like­
wise conqratulate the Minister for Mines on 
having introduced this Bill. I am verv 
pleaseJ to say that during the last fe,~ 
years we have had a drainage board at 

[Mr. Winstanley. 

Gympie, and it has been o£ immense ser­
vice to us. We found at the early stages, 
that we suffered greatly from surface flood 
water. We have constructed floodgates 
which have made our mines proof against, 
flood waters, but as Wb got deeper do.,:n 
our mines suffered greatly from the in­
flow underneath. Hon. members will have 
some idea of the amount of "cater that i& 
dealt with when I mention that during the 
last seven months something like 10,000,000 
gallons have been bailed out of one mine 
alone. The only defect that I see in the 
Bill is in clause 9, and I intend to move 
an amendment in Committee to remedy it. 
The clau'e provides that the board n,ay 
caH upon the owner of any mine to do cer­
tain work, and, failing them, the board 
can und,rtake the wcrk itself. On the Gym­
pie Goldfield-·and I dare say the >a.me thing 
applies on other fields-there is quite a con­
siderable area of forfcite:! ground in which 
there i.o a large number of abanr!on<·od shafts. 
My idea is that the clause to which I have 
referred should be amended to give the board 
power, on its own initiative, to erect the· 
necessary machinery on one of those aban­
doned shafts, and thereby probably drain 
quite a number of surrounding claims. On 
Gympie we have found it quite impossible 
for anv one mine to bail to anv extent and 
at the· same time carry on its mining opera­
tions. 

Question-That the Bill be no.w read a 
second time-put and passed. 

The committal of the Bill was made an 
Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

l\IINES REGULATION ACT Al\lEND­
MENT BILL. 

SECOND READING. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES said: This 
likewi,,e is a small measure, but in some re­
spect~_. it is an ii:npori~~.nt one. DS I shall 
endeavour to make obvious to hon. members­
bEfore I have concluded; but, like in the 
prec,~ding lJill, there is really no que_,stion 
of policy involved. It seeks to phce under 
the cor.trol of the Mines Department the 
issue of thc- .e certific.1tes v,hich are required 
to be held by persons who have charge of 
winding engines which raise and lower either 
ill• n or material into. and from mines. 'l'he­
l\lines Department are of opinion that they 
are the best allthority as ~o what the quali­
fications of the holders of such certificates 
.~houlcl lw. At the preo;ent time the examina­
tion for theo,e cp~tificates is under the con­
trol of the board operating llnder the Ma­
chinery and Scaffolding- Act. The :;\lines 
Dep:trtmr;nt have a board which will pre­
scribe th<' necessary qualifications which they 
consider pl·wulcl be possessed by tho holders 
o.f these certificates, and will hold the neces­
sary ex:nninations. The g-reater portion of 
thp Bill simply provides the machinery for 
carrying- out this object; but the last clause 
of the Bill contains an importan" pro.vision 
dealiE'l" 'th mining- under roads ~nd water­
COLP',.es. That clause "'ill bri"lg our mining 
law into line with the precautions the Rail-

Departm~nt t,alre w1th n ,pect to their 
lines. . \t present, it is po';sib!e fo:r the 
kflsGe of a Inine to mine under a watercourse· 
and le:o.ve ouch a email amount of earth be-· 
tveen the mining oper:<tions and the water­
course tho.,.t immed~ately the mine is aban­
doned-and in some cases before it is aban­
doned-the roof caves in, and all the mines, 



Holidays Bill. (31 JULY.] Mining for Coal, Etc, B'<ll. 519 

at a )c;wer lev_el are subject to flooding. This 
provi~Iop-,,_,lue:h \:c,-e consider a vBry good 
on" lilP" J __ ,,.,ll enable the· Min,'s Depart­
ment to. make such rec;ulahons as will place 
thu partwuiar matter under control, and will 
p,·ennt the rccurrem·•J of such things in the 
future. Though the moa•.ure is Dnly a short 
o.ne, it will have a very important <effect upon 
th.• mmmg mdust.ry of the Shte. I move 
that the Bill Le now read a second tim". 

l]u ··.tio'1 '·ut and pas •.ed. 
The committal of the Bill was made an 

Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

HOLIDAYS BILL. 

SECOND READING. 

The HOME SECRETARY (Han. J. G. 
Appel, Albert) : This is a small measure 
which proposes to deal with bank holiday•'· 
The Bank H?l.idays Acts are to be repealed, 
and the provlBIDns of those Acts with respect 
to the date of payment of bills of exchange 
are not to be re-enacted, as the Common­
wealth law now provides for these matters. 
The days to be kept as holida:y l in Queens­
land are set forth in the schedule to the 
Bill. Four days have been omitted, and 
two have been a:Jded, making altoo·ether two 
holidays less; but I propose whe;;, the Bill 
is in Committee to move au amendment 
adding the Saturday after Good Friday to 
~he number. of bank holidaya, that day hav­
mg been madvertently omitted when the 
Bil! was drafted. The days that have been 
om!tted ~re :-The day after Good FI:iday­
whwh will be added when the Bill is in 
C_ommitec-the birthday of His Majesty or 
his successo~:, the 1st August-generally 
known as Lammas Day, and the . lOth 
December-Separation Day. And the days 
that have beec1 added are :-The 23rd April 
-St. George's Day, and the 30th No'cember 
-St. Andrew's D~y. Th~re will be pow<er, 
as before, to appmnt specral holidays. 

Mr. BoW,iAN: Why not St. David's Day? 

~he HOME SECRETARY: I think the 
hohd~ys enumerated will be sufficient to 
put mto the schedule. There will also be 
power, or; seven days' notice, to alter the 
~ay appomted for a holiday; and provision 
IS made to. rei":ove any misunderstanding 
that may exist With regard to overtime work 
un~er our industrial laws. The schedule of 
holidays in this Bill is substituted for the 
schedule in the Public Service Act oo as to 
bring puJ;>lic servicB holidays into 'lin~ with 
bank h?hdays. The provision with regard 
to closmg banks on an afternoon of the 
week-for instance, Saturday afternoon-ha£ 
be~n :e-0nacted; and the holidays under 
this B1ll are to be deemed to be bank holi­
days witJ:tin the meaning of the Common­
wealth Bills of Exchange Act of 1909. Al­
thong-h another dav may be substituted for 
St. G<orge's Day o-r St. Andrew's DaY that 
~oes not apply to St. Patrick's Day," :.Vhich 
Is regarded as a holy day, and is observed 
on the day on which it falls, not only by 
d!'monstratwn, but aho by ~:eligious ser­
VIces. I beg to move that the Bill be now 
read a second time. 

Mr .. BO\VMAN: I think this Bill needs 
very httle comment. I notice that Easter 
Saturday was dropped from the schedule,; 
but the han. gentleman says he intends to 
include it in the Bill, which I think is only 
fair. The Bill simply defines clearly what 

are bank holidays; and there will be a clear 
understanding in future. With reference to 
St. Patrick's Day, I take it that if it falls 
on a Sunday the holiday will be kept on the 
following Monday. 

Question put and passed; and committal 
of the Bill made an Order of the Day for 
to-morrow. 

MINING FOR COAL AND MINERAL 
OIL BILL. 

SEOQ))D READING. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
measure which I am now submitting to the 
House is one that does not affect any policy. 

It is brought in simply for ex­
[7 p.m.] tending the administrative scope 

of the department in connection 
with the coalmimng industry in certain 
particulars in respect of which the depart­
ment docs not at present po~sess the neces­
sary powers. The greater portion of our 
coalmining operations have up to the pre­
sent b10en carried out on freehold land, and, 
save as regards the safety of those who are 
employed in the industry, the department 
has no power or authority in connection 
with those operations under our mining 
legislation. During rec0nt years consider­
able d<cvelopment has taken place in that 
industry in the Central district and oLher 
parts of the Stat;, where the presence of 
coal has been discovered on Crown land. 
It is, therefore, desirable that the present 
mining legislation, so far as it concerns the 
coalmining industry, should be repealed, 
and that further legislation should be 
enacted by Parliament to deal with the 
altered conditions which exist to-day. The 
measure now before the House amends the 
Mining Act so far a; it relates to coal. All 
existing rights are preserved. A license 
may be granted to prospect for coal and for 
mineral oil. At present we have no legis­
lation which provides for prospecting for 
mineral oil or for operations in connection 
with mineral oil. I do not for one moment 
say that mineral oil exists within the 
boundaries of the State. At the same time, 
it must be borne in mind that geological 
investigations lead to the belief that min,ral 
oil may exist in Queensland, and though it 
has been determined that it shall be part of 
the policy of the department that the State 
itself in the first stages shall undertake the 
prospecting for mineral oil, yet it is con­
sidered necessary that legislation should be 
passed to deal with mineral oil should it 
be discovered ·within the boundaries of the 
State. The maximum area for which a 
license to prospect for coal or mineral oil 
may be granted is 2,560 acres. This area 
may seem to be comparatively large, but 
those who have a knowledge of the condi­
tions which Pxist will realise that in pro­
specting for coal many bores may have to 
be put down, and a large area of country 
may have to be examined before payable 
coal is discovered. The license may be 
issued for a term of twelve months at a 
rental of ld. per acre, and at the discretion 
of the Minister may be renewed for a 
further twelve months. There is a provision 
to the effect that within ninety days of the 
issue of a license operations must be com­
menced. It has been found in the past that 
persons applying for a prospecting area, 
which at present is limited to 640 acres, 
may apply for a license for more than on& 

{{on. J. G. Appel.] 
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area, and may, in fact, apply for any num­
ber of licenses, without engaging in any 
operations for prospecting for coal. As a 
matter of fact, it appears to be the object 
in som0 cas" for persons, who know that 
prospecting operations are actually taking 
place, to secure a number of licen',r-;s, and 
simply hold them for the purpose of bene­
fiting by any discovery which m~ey be made 
by those who are prospecting. 

Mr. HAMILTON : Shepherding them. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Quite 
so. \Ve consider that such a state of affairs 
should not be allowed to exist, and have 
therefore provided in this Bill that opera­
tions must be commenced within ninety days 
of the date on which the licenw is granted; 
and, furthermore, that if the Minister has 
~eason to bdieve that the licensee is not 
prospecting with reasonable assiduity, he 
may order the warden to call upon him to 
show cause why his license should not be 
<Jancelled. The purpose of that provision is 
to prevent a person who is simply " shep­
herding" an area, as the hon. member for 
Gregory says, from benefiting by the labours 
of the person who is bona fide carrying on 
prospecting operations. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: But you have given him 
four times the area he can get now. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: That 
is so ; but, as I have pointed out, it is 
possible for a person to secure any number 
of areas under the present law. By this · 
measure we limit him to one area, and the 
maximum area allowed is not as great as 
the maximum allowed in some of the other 
States of the Commonwealth. 'The Depart­
ment of Mines, after careful consideration 
and investigation, consider that it is a fair 
area-such an area as may be utilised for 
prospecting purposes under the safeguards 
which I have specified. Now, coal having 
been discovered, it is in the power of the 
Department to compel the prospector to 
take out a lease before his license has 
expired, so that the full amount of royalty 
the State should receive may be payable 
immediately after payable coal has been 
discovered. Under the pre"ent law, it is 
provided that a lease may be gtanted for 
twenty-one years, with the right to renew it 
for another twenty-one years, but the de­
partmc.,, considered that that was an ex­
cessive period, and that it was not right to 
tie up a lease for forty-two years. 

OPPOSITION J\IEMBERS ,, Hear, hear [ 

Mr. THEODORE : I think so, teo. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: We 
think that tv. enty ye:us is ample time to 
grant a ]oa"o for thoc,c who desirf' to mine 
for coal, and, a.; I havB already indicated, 
the Act provides that the maximum which 
may be leased for that puropse is •an ·area 
of 6~0 acres, and in connection with a leaoe 
for oil an area of 60 acrBs. Provision is 
made that leases which are the property of 
the same lessee m:w be amali"amated, the 
amalgamation extending only to the con­
oentration of labour to any one of the amal­
gamated leases. In connection with the 
lease of 640 .acres actually covering the coal 
which is under the surfac,,, it is not intended 
that the le•seB shall have the control of the 
whole of the surface of that 640 acres. The 
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area which he is allowed to use on th~ su~­
face is a maximum of 100 acres, whiCh ~s 
considered ,a sufficient area to carry out h1s 
operations in connection with coalmining. 
He has of course the use of any t1mber 
which 1~ay he nece~sary for mining purposes 
upon the ar<ea and to depasturc t~e cattle 
and stock nee. ·sary to carry out Jus .opera­
tions and to make use of any water 1n any 
creek or in any pool which !llay be necessary 
for the purpose of carrying out nunmg 
cnm ations. But that 100 acres must he 
f~nced in and kept clear of prickly pear .. 

Mr. O'St:LLIVA.'l: w;<Y not give them the 
!i.;trnc right as the goldfields homesteads? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : They 
have. That is provided for under the pnn­
cipal Act. At the present time the surfac~ 
of the leases is left ent1rely m the hands or 
the les.;ees; noxwus ",,eds may Le permitted 
to grow on them and there IS no power on 
the part o; the departr.1ent to requJre them 
to bP kept c\ean ; and, in addition to that, 
in many instances they are unfenced. But 
under the provi,,ions of this Bill that area of 
100 acres must be fenced in .and kept clear 
or prickly pear. [Hear, hear!) . At ,the 
present time, so long as 1t do,es not mterrere 
with ooal operations, mmmg for . other 
minerals may be permitted to be earned on 
by the department within the area of the 
640-acre lease. That is only a proper pro­
vision to be made. The Bill requires that 
it shall not interfere with coalmining opera­
tions. The Bill Jixes the . royalty whioh is 
tr> be paid. Distinction is ma~e between 
coa:mining properties over 100 m1les from ,a 
seaport and coalmines within lOQ n11les of a 
seaport. In the case of coalmmes b~yond 
100 miles from a >Caport the royalty IS 2d. 
r'er ton for the first tf'n years, all' l 4d. per 
ton for the balance of the term. In connec­
tion v,ith tho:e mines within 100 miles of a 
seaport, the royultc- is 3d. 1Jer ton for the 
fir,t ten years and 6d. per ten for the b<:l­
ance of the ka''"· In conne"hon w1th ml, 
th•r roy:c;ty is 5 per cent. on the value _of the 
oil won. A new provision is included m th.1s 
measure. It providt"" that where a. certam 
amount o£ cxponditurf' has ber,n Incurred 
fm: tho puropse of cons~ructiL6 tramways, 
roads, races, dams, and the crr'ciion of th~ 
necessary machinery, tLat may be a substi­
tute for the ,abour condition,,. The labour 
condition'' provide that for a ce, tain time 
the ground mu-.t be manned by one. man to 
40 acres, and aft,Jr the 1mtwl perwd that 
one man must be emplo:;-cd for every .20 
acre~-. :Ho~,~_.evGr, a pr .Jvision has been In­
~ertecl th ~t, in pla{'e of ru:L~ning, ,,~lJ,_;re c:r­
tain improvem.mts are. oiL .k l .. of thC' 
character which I havo JUSt u.chca• cd, tLv.t 
that iinp::oyentt'nt L~~Y be t··.k21~ as a sub·_tl­
tute for the manning conditien which other­
wise must Le carried out. Furthermore, the 
Bill .contain~ a pro,,-i,ion that undc:· cor~ain 
conditions-that i'', where the l.,aH h<·.S not 
been work':.! at a profit foe· six months, and 
that cluriniT that time the leaseholder has 
expended ~1ore money in connection with 
the Iand than t 11e amount prescribed in the 
coYenant-:ts a matt, ,- of right an exemption 
mav be "ranted to tl1e ho!dd' of the lea•'e 
for six n';'onths. The matter of substituting 
the expenditure of money for the man:'in.g 
conditions is not a new principle, as 1t IS 

contained in the Tasmanian Act of 1900 ·and 
in the Victorian Ac" of 1904. When speak-
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.ing on the Victorian Bill when it w'as before 
the Victorian Legislature, Mr. Irvine, the 
then Promier of Yictoria, said-

,, The Minister for Mines proposes to 
introduce a system alr,,ady introduced 
into Tasmania, and found to ,,o;& well 
there. InAe~d of h:tving labour ~oven~ 
ants, and CD!npolling the ClTil_)~O.\T.l-:{mt of 
a certain nu1nber of men, the lease 
should contain covenants whereby a 
fixed sum per acre per annu>u should 
be expended year by year during the 
t-enure of the lease "--

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: No wonder that Tas­
mania has gone down in population. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: When 
the hon. ITieinber suggests th:_Lt it i1 owing to 
that, he must know that that is a most fal­
lacious suggestion, for the very reason that 
where there is an expenditure of many 
thousands of pounds we know that is better 
th_an under the manning conditions, which 
mrght cnly moan an ,expenditure of a ,few 
hundred pounds; and it is well '' orthv the 
consider~tion of the House that such ,,;; sub­
stitute should be made. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: That is a fallacious 
-statement, there is no mistake. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: That 
may be so, but the hon. gentleman must 
admit that had it not been for that expen­
diture the go:dfield >vhich he rcpre•,,ents 
would be nowheN. However to proceed 
with Mr. Irvine's remarks- ' 

"so that, if the mineowner finds that it 
rs impossible at a particular stage of 
the development of the mine to spend 
as_ much money as he would otherwise 
wrsh to do, he may take credit for the 
surplus anwunt that he has S[W'lt pre­
vwusly. He might balance the ,amount 
standing to his cn,Jit, and relax his 
efforts during the period of d<'ad \Wrk 
when the mine is unprofitable." 

"The expenditure is in<>urred in vork; which 
are absolutely l!C<;'<'Ssary to conduct and 
,carry out such mmmg operations. 

:·Mr. Gregory, the late Minister for 
Mmes jn \V Pste~n Australia, commenting 
upon_ trw neccssrty for amendment of the 
law m the direction indicated, has not 
he,rtate,d !o declare the law that gives 
to a ::\;lrmster po\\ cr to forfeit a lease 
':P~n w ';:hich £1,000, or it may be 
'"lCO:cvU, ha; h'en expended, when fron1 
neglrgence or misfortun~ the lessee has 
o~1i:t1":1 or h~s. been u~ablc to comply 
w1th the condrtwns of hrs lease, to be a 
bad law." 

Un_doubtBdly, not alone in those States to 
:whwh I h<tve been referring, but likewise 
m Queen"Lnd, the Minister exercises the 
necess:cry discretion . in determining whether 
a property on whrch there has been a 
!argB_ expenditure of cnpital should be 
forfmted_ or . not, _and by placin,; such a 
substrtutwn m thrs measure it will un­
doubtedly, tend to gi,,e cmJidence to' those 
persons 'vho are, in n1any instances many 
thousands. of milBs a wa_\; from th~ scen'e 
of operatiOns, but who are readily finding 
the necessary funds for the purpose of 
developing those propertie· They have 
some assurance that the large amount of 
money they have so expended will not be 
forfeited at the caprice or through some 
•neglect on the part of those who happen 

to ha,-0 control of the minin;; property for 
the time heine. Howe· er, it is a mat!Br for 
consid 'ration hy the House. 'Gndoubtedly, 
this is purely a Committee Bill, and it is 
a matter for the conc:dr r .ttion of the House 
whether they will ado;ot that substitution. I 
may mention, by the way, that we have 
alrBady in this State in a ccrhin way 
recogr1isccl it jn connt·, ~ion with dw Burke­
town to Lilydale Tr:"11v.-ay _\ct of 1:.98, under 
l"'hich the company are not compB!lcd to 
c·mploy a certain number of men, but have 
to :;pend a certain fixed sum of money on 
incidental works. That is really the principle 
inmlved in the substitution Ychich I have 
inclicatf?d as being- ne\V in connection with 
the Bill which is now before vou. The Bill 
further provides that monthly returns shall 
be made to cn<tble the State to obto,in what 
i", due to it in the way of royalty. and all 
proper books and ·c;ccounts must be kept, and 
must be pruluced whenc: 1·er < •llled upon 
by the officers of the department. The 
nBcessary powers are given for the making 
of all rc\gulations and doing all that is 
necese'1ry to gi\ c effect to the Bill. As 
I hav0 alr:__a~~v in.dicnt£>.d, ~~lY'rO is nn n :C'~ti·Jll 
of policy in;olved in this measure. It is 
rnerely a In,;whincrv and an arlrninistrative 
Bill to <"nable the department to Pope with 
the altered conditions in connection with 
this particular industry. As on other occa­
sions, I wiii be willing to consider any 
amendments v hich mo,y be sugg'f'f1t,ed in 
Committee for the purposp of making this 
Rill as perfect ps poesible, because un­
doubtedly it deals with a v'lry grev,t matter 
indeed-that is, the future coal industry o{ 
this State. The State may do without gold. 
It is well if it h· s gold, but undoubtedly, if 
it is to b-ecome a manufac~:rrin:" cuuntry, it 
cannot do >Yithout its coal deposits. 

Mr. BowMAN: Oil is ver;,· us,9ful, too. 

The SECRETARY FOR :\11;-.JES: Un­
doubt-edly, and if we have a combin~tion of 
oil and coal we may look to a consrderable 
amount of prosperity in tho future. But 
:•:e know we poss'"-"q the coal deposits, and 
it is the dutv of the dcpar'',nvnt to place 
before the House the neu~'Sary k;:;i,]ation to 
enable us to d, o,l wi~h it; and in phcinrr, 
that kgis],tion h·-,fore you, I have simply 
indica1 d +-b..tt it ; o tr po1 I~) to r.--Anct to 
[l l'P ''On~J--:, 1 ' tL~' 2D10LU'.~ nf 1- 'S:<h' 1d, 
so that only tho,' who bona fide desire. to 
operat2 for ihc hme'\t of the commumty 
shell be <"Jab] cl to obt "in +he nc,c2ssary 
k,1ses for thd purpo:,c. I beg t0 moW' the 
scconil readinc of the Bill. 

:Mr. WINSTANLEY: While, to some 
Pxtent, this is 1 Bill the t ean be be:ter 
d€alt with in Cc,mmiH{ c than on th"' second 
readine- at th. · 8.1n1e tit ::=- ther-e arc ~ome 
pri:aciPles in'. oh~cd and sc~np consid?r.·· ~le 
chan<?"E"" from '':hat hr,s bcr>n th,- law m che 
'I'" -t.' In so frr as it rclat, s to prospeding 
for coal an.1 minu'.l oil, it is certainly 
wekome on \his sid -. of the House. As 
r·''f'O.rd; tlv_, c-rant of 2,560 c,r s for a 
nrospoctinf.T art<l,., to anyon-e who \Vants to 
ilro•p•,<Jt. that is "' spk•ndid opportunity as 
far a3 the are't is concerned. VV<> have no 
objection to that, so long as it is clearly 
understood that. althoul!h they have that 
amount of Janel to roam over to· try and find 
coal or oil theY arf\ restricted to a lesser 
area whe,{ th(w have found it. The 
Minis'er pointed 'out that the area has been 
practically doubled, but he p:a ve no reason 
why that change has takDn phce, or what 

Jfr. Winstanley.] 
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necessity has arisen to double the area which 
may be taken up. In addition to that, thmc 
is a clame in the Bill dealing with the 
aggregation of large areas and the amalgama­
tion of leases. I think it would be wise­
it certainly is not made clear in this Bill­
that when CJal is found in any district it 
should be proclaimed a mineral area in the 
same sense as a goldfield is proclaimed, and 
the miners who work the coal would then 
have an opportunity of securing homes for 
themselves on the leasehold without having 
to buy freehold or live in rented cottages. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: If there is 
any doubt about it we will make it perfectly 
clear in Committee. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: If it is made ciear 
so that !hfl men working this coal will have 
an opport:.mity of acquiring a bit of land 
and acquiring a home for themselves it 
will be one of the grectt,~st becJefits that could 
be conferred on the workers. As regards 
mineral oil, we are dealing with something­
of which we hav<J practically no experience 
whatevBr, or very little at any rate. We 
have .manaz-cd to ge~ the gas, but we never 
get o1l. Some day, m the very near future 
oil may be discov<Jred, not 'in one plac~ 
only, but, lilm artesian water, in a number 
of plac0s in different parts of the State, and 
it is one of those things which it seems to 
me \Yould be better dealt with by the State 
than by private individuals. It would be a 
splendid thing if oil were looked for by 
tJ;e State and made a national proposition, 
~at~e_r than ha:>d it over to private 
mdivi.d:mls, and giVe them an opportunity of 
exp.l01tmg the rest of the community for 
their myn benefit. Probably, in the near 
future, If the State does not do this thing 
!he Commonwealth Government will step 
m and do it. There are indications in the 
Roma district that oil may be found and 
~t would be a g~JOd thing if 'the State st~pped 
m and dealt vnth the question. As regards 
the ltebour conditions, I think thev are 
exceptionally eesy. One man to 40 acres 1 
think, is just about. as Hts:;· as any rr{an 
could expect. That IS equal to fifteen men 
to 640 acres. I am one of those who- do not 
think it. is anything .like a fair eq!livalent 
t'? su~JSbtute the capital e'l:pended in other 
directions, such as for machinerv, for the 
labour. "When the Mining Acr \vas. going 
through this HouP in 1898, the Government 
thought to insert ,, Fimilar provision but 
there was strenuous opposition to anything 
of the kind, and eventually it was dropped. 
~t has not orkcd ont anything like so well 
m o'h,,r plar.-,s ''here it ha, been tried. Is 
it not a Let that the m,,joritv of thA mineral 
frecholcl l-h-,' are hdd in the State at the 
present tine,, : .l th·- .de:rime'li cf th0 St"to 
ancl to the do>triment of tl10 communitv in 
V\rhich they e-::i ,7, \VPro all a-"·~luir·-~d ·LhrOtL:-~1 
this solf-s:>mo p:ornicious nrinciple. b,· which 
companies WE're al!ov ·-'d ·to take tlP ·land on 
conditim t.ha' 'hey spPnt a certain amount 
of monPy 9 They said they spent it, and 
WBre allowed to 7et the freeholds. 

The SECRETARY FOR Mnms: But they 
won't get th<''·" freeholds. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: They won't get these 
freeholds, but they get the conditions which 
accrue to those v.ho fulfil the lu.Lour con­
ditions. I£ they make improvements on the 

[Mr. Winstanley. 

surfac0 they will not have to fulfil the -latour 
conditions; that is, if they fulfil 

[7.30 p.m.] more conditions than the labour 
conditions apply to they will get 

exemptio.n. Let me say that o-n a dozen oc­
casions .in Queensland the money has been 
spent on the surface instead of down below, 
and the consequence has been that it has­
been detrimental to the communit:·-to those 
who ha•e invested money in the mines, and, 
in fact, all round. I think that is o:ne of 
tho blots on the Bill. It is well known .that 
when people go in for properties of this­
kind thcv like to make a big- show on the 
sur£ace, ·and they take photographs o:f it 
to send to other countries. TIV-'Y perhaps 
spend £10,000 or £20,000 on ·the surface, with 
the result that they have not anything like 
the money thev ehould have to spend down 
below. It would not be .difficult to give­
glaring examples of where that has taken 
pla,ce, to the detriment of the country. I 
hope that provision will be struck out before 
the Bill gets through Committ~e. When 
these people take up thi' land they will take 
it up for the <>xpress pur; Ofe of finding coal. 
There are no mines in Queem·land which 
require very e'<ponsive machinery on the sur­
fac", but the money is to be spent in sink­
ing shafts, and trying to find out whether 
the coal is worth working or not. The 
Minister himself recognises that there is a 
pos-sibility that the dealings may not be­
straightforward, by the fact that he has had 
to make provision. 

The SECRETARY FOR !'diNES: Jt is a safe­
gunrd. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: Yes; a safeguard, 
which, in a great many instances does. ';'-Ot 
work out, and so he has to make provisiOn 
that neither ma,.;hinery nor anything else shall 
be remo.ved from a lease without his con­
sent. It is just within reasonable probability 
that people mi;;ht take "French ]eave," and 
not ask his pcrmic,sion, if they have no in­
tention of doing what is right. I think that 
is one' of the blots on the Bill, and it will 
hZ' better to insist o.n the 1abour 0onditions. 
'l'hey are not heavy when you com­
pare them with gold-mining leases, for in­
stance. You must have one man to every 
4 acres. 

The HOlliE SECRETARY : This is a minimum. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: I know it is a mini­
mum. Here you have to have one man 
to: 40 acres. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : That is only 
for a time; thereafter it is one man to 
every 20 acres. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: Even after that 
time the conditions are by no means ardu­
ous. From that point of view, I think that 
the conditionc-c are being made '-'uite easy. 
'l'hen with re) ccrd to the royalty, I would like· 
the Minister t--. explain why they cliiierent]ate 
between the fitst term and the second term. 
It is easy to fix the firs.' half of the lease, 
but not the second half. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: The mine has been 
completely developed then. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: It may not be. I 
do not think the State is getting what it 
is entitled to, even at the higher rate that 
is being charged in the shape CJ£ royalty 
There are several little things which will 
be pointed out, in re!2'ard to which I hope 
some amendments will be made when the 
Bill is going through Committee. I have 
pointed out those matters which appear to-
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me to need amendment, and we will do our 
best to H'lCUre such amendments in Com­
mittee. 

)fr. IrGNTER (111arohoa): I am very 
plen wd to see that the Government have 
at ]a;,(·, decided tD do something in connec­
tion with mineral oii deposits which are 
believed to exist in Queensland. 

The SECRETARY FOR 1IINES: "At last!" 
They have been doing it all the time. 

Mr. HUNTER: I think there is some· 
thing in the statement of the Minister­
that the Government have been doing some­
thing of the •sort a;]] the while-still, it is 
not very much. It is something like two 
years rinc·p the Government first proposed 
to have a special boring plant made to try 
som:: experiments in tlv B.oma district. It 
is, I think, a mati •r of common knowledge 
to most members that some rcewen years ago 
a very ]a.rge flow of gas was struck in a bore 
at Homa which was being put down by the 
Government at that time for artesian water. 
.>.n att, rnpt was then made to bore deeper 
than was required for water purposes, but 
unfortunately the casing w'as fo:und to be de­
fective, and they were unable to continue. 
The gas continued for quite a number of 
years, and later on the town council en­
deavoured to ue.e it for lighting mel heating 
purposes in the town. That effort failed, 
but there was a strong belief Lhat rulong­
side of that gas, or not far away, oil wa.s 
to be found. A company was formed, but 
it met with the same misfortune that had 
befallE-n a previous bore. The company did 
not think that they received justice at the 
hands of their contractor in the matter; 
and, a, ihe Premier will recollect, during 
the time he occupied the position of Minis­
ter for Lande, he aJlowed one of the boring 
plants of the Lands Departrc1ent to b? placed 
o,ver the fi•·st bore whore tlw gas was struck, 
with a view of trying to recover the gas. 
But all the ·8 attempt-; failed. It is not sur­
prising that the last one failed, because they 
had a very hard job to start with, because of 
the faulty condition of the co.sing. However, 
all the effort, were made under a boli+>f which 
is Yery ge:::teral throughout the Maranoa, 
that there i' oil at no great distance from 
where the ga' was struck, and I think that 
the department would be wise in prosecut­
ing tho search. A good deal of money has 
been spent in New Scmth vV ales in trying 
to establish the industry from shale d•posits; 
but, as is well lo10wn, to manufacture oil 
from shale is much more expcmcive than by 
simply boring and findin'i it in the earth, 
and getting a flow to the surface in almost 
a superfine stab. Of course, some oils are 
vc-rv Imch better than oth--rs as 'hev come 
tD the surface. but all require more" or less 
treatment. The Governm•'nt, I believe, have 
the intention of making ,,orne further 
experiments, and I understand that some­
thin?: will shorily como before the House 
in that direction. But that is one reason 
why I look ,,omewhat askance at this Bi:J, 
because it '.8• ms to me that the Government 
are, on the one hand, about to take a step 
towards the nationa!isation of oil, and, at the 
same time, by the passage of this Bill, 
to kave an opening for other competitors 
tJ come in and establish themselves alongside 
the ,arne industry. Of course, we will be 
told that if the Government find oil '·\ey 
will be able to compete more succ0ss,.,Hy 
in the market, but I think the Government 
should take al- solute control of this industry. 
We have seen the evils that have come to 

other countries where large mono.polies havfr 
Leon created which really, I belieYe, control 
the Governments of tho,e countries. I refer, 
of course, to the Standard Oil Company. I 
should like to see in the initial stages of 
this industry the Government securing the 
sola control and running it themselves. It 
would not take a 'l"reat deal of mo.ney to 
nwnuhdure this oil when they w•t It, and 
the profir9 are so large that, a.s the trade 
grows, I beli<'Ve they would produce more than 
suf-ficient capital to meet our mcreasecl ex­
penditure. I unders~and that the Common­
wealth Gdvernment are proposing to bo_re for 
oil in New Guinea, their reason for ~omg so 
being to supply the vessels at. their. naval 
station at Thursday Island w1th 01l fl}el. 
I think that it will be a very good thmg 
if they do so, becaus8 I unclersta!ld t!"at 
there are strong indications that ml exists 
there. If they find it, then it will be a 
very good thing for the Government. . I 
was also informed, on very good authonty, 
r"' >etl·, in Melbourne, that the F<oderal Go­
V(1rnm~nt are going to offer a re,vard ?f 
£10 000 for tho discovery of petrokurn m 
Auitralist. Th•_Te is every inducement for 
th-~ Clm-.-nsland Government to avail the~­
sdveso of whatever advantages they ha':e ll1 
the c.c:perirnents alre:,dy made by pnvate· 
individuals-with tho assis":,nce of the 
G0 vu·n;cccnt it ILJ.Y be -aid, bGcam-<'l the 
Govemrnent' subsidisecl the Roma. bore to 
the extent of £1 for £1. There IS ab-o a 
grea• inducement in the fact that they 
would find the Commonwealth Gove:.:nment 
sympathetic, and, if succnssful in tl-us ven­
ture, would obtain the £10,000 . reward 
offered. 'l'hey would foster the mdu.try, 
and v,-ivo it the protection that would be 
no<c<"·sarv ior it to attain the snccess that 
is d"3sirdd. In that case t.hc·re :coulcl.be no:th­
in: to fr<1r fron1 outside compdltlon, and 
thev would completely control the whole 
ind:_,strv. I kno>', it wi~l be said that t~e 
Uoverr,·iJ,ont can rv"1trcl the oil trade and 
make,, a profit, without soilinl) their fingers 
with the business. by 1mposmg. a royalty. 
Now, I do not look upon royalhes as any­
thing in the shape of o, profit so far as the 
Stab is concerned. I look upon the:n as 
ar.otlL'r forrn of taxa.tic.~.1. T'he proprretors 
of mine''· whether coal or oil. simply. pa.ss 
the royalty on to . the consuming pubhc In 
the shan<' of an mcreic:ecl pnce. In fact, 
what happens is that, in~tead of Lht; Govern­
L>•"•:t raising- the tax11t10n themoe!ves, the 
rronr'etor, of the mineJ colle< t tl:o money 
fn · th•'Ll and pay it into the Treap <J?Y· It 
is quit" pm.sible that, if we shc;·Ild chscover 
]an<> deposits of oil in Queensland, as .the 
trn,·~l-· devtlops we Inay have to enter rnto 
c>'"P"tition Fith oil produced i:> o!hrr coun­
tr' , and then, if the companws wore pay­
ii,·., a high royalty, they could not, succeed. 
That is one objection to a roya1tv. For 
tl1at rt\ason I consicier the t:eib"'r course would 
be for tln Government h retain all oil de­
posits for the State. The Commonwealth 
u..re dQing it in New Guinc<l, and I see no 
reu,on ,. hv this Stat2 sho'1lcl not do the same. 
I kL<''.'.' ti,at both the Premier rwcl the Sec­
ret~rv for 1\Iines are enthusia~,tic in r>t>gard 
to tl-iis ..-ninera! oil. Thev believe, as. I _be­
lieve, that oil exists in .the Roma d~str1ct, 
and it is only a question of wha~ IS the 
b0st way of dealin ;· with the questwn. In 
New Zoaland large suni'4 of mone:y have 
been spent in trying- to discover od, and 
tbey have failed. There .has not been . a 
great deal o.f money spent m the Roma; di~­
trict, but I feel quite sure that !.here 1s Oil 
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in the district, and the latc"t report that I 
have recoi·, od from an expert in California 
is m?::t encouraging. I y, auld like to g1ve 
the Houod once or tc-JO ;hart extrdcts fro:m 
that report. It was written by a :\lr. Ernn,t 
H. \Viloox, civil hydraulic enrincer and sur· 
veyor, of L-()S An~elcs, California, alter 
per:·'iL the whole of the reports on the 
two bores put down at !tome. He was also 
•mppliP•] ·; ith n. diap;rarn of the bcre itoelf 
showi1 t.ho' 'J,rl·i~~s ~t1 at a. thr .. -u·~-h ""s hich 
the bm0 p<l's~J, their thickness, and so forth, 
and vnious v rtic•:Lrs rec;arding the '-'eueral 
chara,t:·r of I.e c:>aL:rv. He savs-

.' .I!, a1:s' ·:r to yo~r letter, I have had 
t'w m:1itcr under consideration all this 
time, and have talked to oome of my 
fr'··nus, "'hc-.e judgment I rely on, a"d 
:ve are _ er:ti_rely a~reed that e_v~rythi!'g 
m tho brwt outlmo of conditions m­
dicat-"' the cloc•e proximity of a large 
body of oil. 

" \V e find gas areas of gre.~ter or lesser 
e·;:tent in many place •. , but I have yet 
to lec~rn of one that is not in more o:r 
less c!o&e proximity to the oiL 

"It docs, however. frequently hapr-Dn 
that the firoL well put down in such a 
field gn:es, at least in the first pu-iod 
?£ 1ts h1story, gas rather than oil. This 
1s due to tht: heavy prcssur.• under wh1ch 
the .,as exi,tJ, and whieh keeps back 
the, fluid. _You hrtve, in my judgment­
anu tlus 1s cQncurrod in b-, all with 
whom I ~lave spoken-tapped a ,;as 
pock(lt, wh_H h is f•·d fro!"' a large body 
of 011. whwh may be mther in a loose 
8:-!:"ld, in a shal .. ', or in a fi ,?,' . .Ired rock, 
lymg. at not a great distanc.• from it 
~nd ·." all probability actuaLly underly~ 
rn~ t..:.1e well." 

lYiy rt•ading on the qu<cction : .. oes to show 
that tho nature_ of the ca'imtry passed 
pas:,ed through L< a great indication of 
wh_cthcr ' il is _Ji:.cly to exist there or not. 
It 1s genu· ali:;· lll country ''·here marine shells 
and other dep 'sits of that nature are found 
that oil has be,m di•"eovcred. Throughout the 
who]e of uUr \Vestorn countr: you will find 
marmc shc·l!.s -and different kinds of marine 
f~ssils. ~n f\tlifornia, \Vherf, som·r of the 
b1ggest ml wells-in fact, gushes-have been 
found, i·hc:· h:•.\-3 b·on found in marine coun­
try. I b··li·:·v,• even t 11<1 strata nas·Kd throuo-h 
in the Roma barB are not dissimilar fr;m 
the stmtn m "hkh oil is found in California. 
All thi> is mcot en~ouraging, and I think 
!ha~ the Gov,-rnment would be -.vdl advised 
1f, '':! :~- , rl of '!rafting ·on to thi--. Coal Bill 
provr,-1ns fr ,. thn lc'3ing of oil deposits to 
large co:rp·,-.ni" whieh will ulti·nat.ely co• t· 
~rol n~L on:.Y tho oilfic lds but other J,,rge 
mdu---tr''"· they odh.'re to the detE-rmination 
they c,,mo to a :VE\lr or b o ago to test the 
fields for t wmse 1vc,. It does not require a 
gre1.1t d~_ .11 c£ rnoney, ,, nd the dix~Jov,~ry of 
one oil , .. oll in "u~c,.sl::nd '-.ould rep<:Ly us 
over U'1d ovPr ag.1.in, and it would probably 
lead to tho d;scov 'r:· of a qood mam· others. 
There ar<' in the Bill provisions which I 
think are rreatly in need of altor·tion, as far 
as oil is u1nc··rnod. I think the areas and 
i.ho i cr -1 ,,£ th 1, ... , e are too big: and too 
long. I think no attempt should be made 
in this Bill to include our oil deposits, ;~ hich 
are far too valuable to part with on the 
terms. proposed here. Of course, tihe :JI.Iin­
ister can refuse to grant a license or give 
a lease; but it would be better for the Go­
vernment to start boring themselves, and 
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offer r;eward ·'· for any discovery of oil that 
may be made. That would have this effect: 
\Vhera sta1:on-c ,, wrs and others boring for 
\\atcr strike the strata indj·cative of tbe 
prf'"el cce of oil, they would be c:1couraged 
to go to greatur depths in the hope of re­
ceiving the ru.•.:trd. The opinion of this 
gentkman from Lc-s An<;eles with regard to 
tools l:ocominc; fixed ,is that the rush of gas 
co_rried tho fine sand into the hole anJ caused 
tho -."hole thing to be showd up, making it 
impossiblc> to rc.nove the took The nght 
thiniT to do would have been to put ·a power­
ful Jump to work. force the water down. and 
stir up the f<1nd, bringing up tho casing with 
the water. The same thing happened to the 
tools in both case,, showing the great force 
nnder;J, ath. And ihe greater the force, the 
greater the prmnise of oil, and the larger the 
quantity. Seeing that the GovC'rnment have 
two bores within 1 'iO yPrd< of each other, 
in which large bodies of gas hwe been etruck 
-87 per cent. of which ha< been proved by 
analysis to be petroleum----there is a strong 
ir.dication that oil will b,, found in the 
vicinity. lYe know that petroleum ga& bears 
tho sJ,me relationship t:o oil that steam bears 
to waLer-it is simply vaporised oil, _as 
steam is vapori ,,ed watm·. I hope the Thfm­
ister will be induced to drop from this 
Bill everything in connP• tion ,.·ith granting 
lea'· es to any company prcspccting for. oil. 
One company made au attempt, but fmled; 
c •. nd ,;]thoug-h I v;as a member of that com­
panv I shall not. be sorry for its failm:c if it 
m<'•.rns that the Government are gomg to 
take pm:>ession of our oilfields and work 
the!m profitably for the people' of the State. 

OPPOSITION :'11mmERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. HUNTER: It will mean no great loan 
expenditure-no great finJnci~d [LSsista~ce; 
and I believe the profit, will bb sufiic1ent 
to pay for the d_evelopment. As _far. as coal 
is concerned in the Maranoa dJotnct., the 
:JI.fi1.ister s0nt :'1rr. Cameron there·, but his 
invE.'stigations ·vTeJ·o of a very form ·J natu~e 
and did not extend to any dcl','ree. It. IS 
proposed shortly, however, to h:we another 
investia-ation made, and I know the Com­
mis;;:lo;er for Railways is aD:Xi~""'us tn h1\ve the 
field te•,ted, be~aw s a supply of good coal 
thr··ro \Vould mean a saving in thp carriage 
of coal for railway purpose' of a Jista;,cc of 
200 miles. Them is coal tl·er<' as good, 
for steomino; purposes, -a' the Gowrie coal; 
the only question is as to tJ:e quantity, But 
I •am a :>T· at de 1l more mk-c·ested m the 
oil th 'lll 'in the CG -rl. ar:d I a· n convinced 
that it ·\-; ou1d be a grc,;.t r11isiak~ if w .. ·. v:rere 
to part "ith this great asset wh_1ch I llchcve 
c>:ists without qtu•slion, and whJCh would be 
the mem,s of ,,,licving us of '' great deal of 
tfl..-ca.tion. Let tl'·e Governr>1rnt offer a re­
w:trd a.nd do a r--Jrtain amount of testing 
them~elvcs cprh Y<"Ir, <1-nd tlwy will be doing 
tlw wisest thinv, for Quec•nsland. (Hear, 
hnr!) 

LIEUT.-COLONEL RANKIN (Burrum): I hail 
with a good deal of delight the intro­
duction of this measurf' dnrling with the 
coal industry, which is bound to play a very 
important part in the industrial development 
of Queensland in the near future. We have 
only to look at what has been done by the 
coalmining industry in other parts of the 
Commonwealth and in other countries to 
see what a great factor it is in the financial 
nnd industrial lifo of anv country .. _The 
Bill contains manv excellent proVISIOns, 
which will go a iong way to stimulate 
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the development of 'our marvellous coal re­
sources. \Ve have ample evidence that 
such resources exist, because coal deposits 
h"Yo been d'iscovered from the Southern 
part of the State to the Northern por­
tion l.S far as Cooktown. Some of them 
have been proved to be of a profitable thick­
ness ; others have not been sufficiently ex­
plored to show whether they are payable 
or not; and I think that, by placing greater 
facilities in the way of prospecting, we are 
taking a step in the direction of progrer-.;. 
Something has been said in regard to the 
areas, but I do not think the areas men­
tioned are at all excessive. First of all, 
the prospecting area of 2,560 acres is not a 
large area, seeing that, if payable coal or 
oil is discovered, the area will be con­
siderably reduced. If a man is going to 
carry out exploration work, he cannot do 
much good if you limit him to a very small 
area. I do not think that the four square 
miles offered in this Bill is anything too 
large. On thie point I join issue with the 
hen. member for Charters Towers, who 

seemed to have a feeling that 
[8 p.m.] we are giving too large an area, 

even in granting a lease for 
640 acres. I admit that the area is double 
that which is specified in the the 1898 Act, 
but it SLOE'l1lS to me that anybody who has 
been closP~Y associated with goldmining for, 
perhaps, all his life, is apt to become nar­
row-minded when he comes to deal with 
coalmining. The two industries are entirely 
dissimilar. If coalmining is to be carried 
on in anything like a satisfactory way, it 
can orlly be by giving thos,, engaged in the 
industry a large area. It would be ridicul­
ous for a man to go to a large expense in 
sinking a shaft and erecting expensive 
Inachin£'"!.',1" if h~ could onl:v op1'ru.L• over a 
few acres of ground. Nobody would care 
to do that kind of thing. 

Mr. THEODORE: You have to do it now. 

Lrm:T.-COLO)IP, RANKIN: That ma.y be 
the rr ·:L~on why our coal resources have 
not been developed as they should have 
been. Hen. members will find, if the.- look 
at the coalmines in the old country ,;:nd in 
New South Wales, that most of the im­
portant collieries have a considerable area 
of land under lease or as freehold. The 
hen. member for Maranoa took exception 
to the p1·ovision contained in the Bill with 
regard to royalties, and said that the amount 
would b0 passed on by the proprietor to the 
consuuer-t!ut is, from the mineowner to the 
per.','ln using the coal; but I do not agree 
with the hen. membAr. The minerals be­
long to the State, just as timber belongs to 
the State, and the State should receive 
something for those minerals. No member 
would get up here and advocate that the 
timber on our timber rese-rves should be 
given for nothing. We receive a royalty on 
all timber that is sold, and I think the 
State should receive a royalty on all coal 
obtained from these leases. 

Mr. FoLEY: We say the State should hold 
the lot. 

LIEt:T.-CoLONEL RANKIN: The hon. mem­
ber w•m!d g-o to the other extreme, Deal­
ing with the question of the rent which 
is to be payable on coal leaseR, I would 
ask what is a rent of 6d. per acre per 
annum? It only amounts to £16 a year on 
a lease of 640 acres. It is generally pro­
vided in a coal lease that a royalty shall be 

paid on all coal produced or sold, in addi­
tion to a fixed minimum annual r.;,ltal, and 
the object of that is to insure that the 
lessee shall work the property, to a certam 
extent at all events. I should like to see 
some 'provision of that kind embodied in 
this Bill. \Ve do not want to see a person 
taking up an area of 640 acres, aud merely 
paying 6d. an acre per annum rental. Even. 
if a lessee does comply with the labour 
conditions we do not want to have a large 
area of v~luable country locked up without 
the Crown receiving something for it .. The'-:e 
are only two conditions or covenants m th1s 
lease, so far as the lessee is concfer·ned. One 
is that he shall pa,- an annual rental of 6d. 
per acre, and the" second is that he shall 
either employ sixterm men durmg the first 
two years, and thirty-two during the re­
maining period of the leas(', or shall expe!ld 
£1,600 per annum dm;ing t?e first two J:"ars, 
and £3,200 per annum durmg the remamder 
of the term. Suppose he elects the latter 
alternative, or even suppose he choos~s the 
former, although the GoYcrnmem. WI~! re­
ceive 6d. per acre per annum, wh~ch IS :'ot 
sufficient, I think it would be a wiSer thmg 
to safeguard the State by provisions which. 
will secure the working of the property; 
and that as in the case of most leases of 
this kind, it should be made a condition 
that a royalty and a fixed annual royalt-y 
should be paid to. the Crown. With regard 
to the question of royalty, I think the !?re­
visions in the Bill may be taken as fai_rly 
liberal. The royalty is 2d. per ton durmg 
the first ten years of the lease, if the land 
is more than 100 miles from a seaport, and. 
3d. per ton if the land is not more than 100 
miles from a seaport. I scarcely sco the 
reason for this differentiation. It is only 
1d. per ton, certainly, as far as the royalty 

·is concerned; but the result of this differen­
tiation is that a man who discovers coal 
99 miles from a seaport will have to pay 
only 3d. per ton royalty, while ~ man who 
discovers coal 200 miles awav will have to· 
pay 2d. per ton, and afte; the first t€n 
years both will have to pay at the same rate. 

Mr THEODORE : Oh, no; ~.d. .and 6d. re­
spectively. 

LIEl:T.-CoLONEL RANKIN: Yes, that is. 
so; the one will h.•No to pa~· 4d. and the 
othe" 6d. p€r ton. Bnt, h."tving ~·egard to 
the cost of land t arriage, 17hic_h rs. a ve:y 
heavy item, I do not think that 1' qm_tB fair. 
With respect to the labom· condihor:s, I 
think they .arc quit€ reaf'onablo .and farr t<:J· 
evor0·body. If sixeon men were employed 
at coalmining during the fir~t t:wo _ye~rs,. 
they would probably be occupied m smkmg 
shafts and in the earlv dmolopment work, 
and I do not s<' e ,any g'i-eat objocti.on i:r that 
r<"pect. I do not see any -provrs1on m the 
Bill-I may have overlooked it-but I do 
not SE:B' ,any provision whert:Oby, ~after a lease 
has been ent"rod into bdweou th-3 lec·.ee 
and the GovernmBnt, and the proposition 
prove> unpayable. th<' kase nL:- -be broken 
or terminab-<1. Most of U' who have any 
knowledge of coalmining at all know that it 
sometimes happens that by meeting with a 
fault or -a d:·ke th€ whole sum :nay be 
thrown off a particular property. . ~t 
would be unfair if, in tho event of an mdl­
vidual ent•·ring into a ka·:e kr twent' -one 
years. he should find aft,,r five r -.- t·· yc ~l'S 
th:'~i; it \vas no lonrret' a pava~,~e venture 1 

that he should be <'~mpclled :lo conti-me to 
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pay for the remainder of the term the rent 
-covenanted in the }oa"e. Ther·e is a 1)ro­
vision in the latter part of th~·· Bill where 
exern1Jtion J.Yray be grant~-·d in the ovent of 
spending more money in the first half-year 
than is prf:~"'Jribccl uuder the 01venant, but 
that c:m 1 "" inq:.1ind into later on. I do not 
see 'nythin<; m the Bii; th c..t will enable 
any .cornpa11V to tel'mi :1ato the loa·~e in the 
€Vf' 11~· o1 1he coa~ petering out altog,·ther. 

The 8 . ~r. :'ARY FO~t ::,II~_:_,:. : Th" c.Jnditions 
of the presrnt Nlining Act will apply then. 

LIEUT.-COLONEL RA1'<KIN: With these few 
sugge>tions which I hay,, r,mde l t\iHk tlgt 
the Bill l>,meral,y is a ,:;ood one and '·ill go 
a long wc~,y to give that eLnulus to the coal 
indu"try for >.hich ''" have Leon crying out 
for co ion:,:·. I have much pc.-,asure in sup­
porting the, second rea,~ing of the Bill. 

Mr. THEODORE : The suggee,tion made 
by the hon. member for Quecntoa, and sup­
ported and elaborated by the hon. member 
for JYiarano:t, regardmg the nationa!i,ation 
of the mineral oil industry, is one which I 
think should weigh with the Government. 
Just at present \re have nothing in the nature 
of a mineral oil industry in Queensland. There 
were some prospects of it a year or two ago 
in conneciion with the operations for mineral 
oil at Rorna, but unfortunately they were 
not realised. It seems to me that. if we 
arc likely to have subibmtial industry of 
that E"rt it ,,,ou:J 11e much better if it were 
entirely in the hands, and under the con­
trol, of the Government. The exp<erienco of 
other countries in connPctwn with the ex­
ploitation of mineral oil has, I think, been 
most unhappy; and if we can avoid the evil 
of allowing this oil industry to get into the 
hands of monopolists who have already 
exploited many countries, we should take 
such steps :.s we can to avoid it. (Hear, 
hea" !) It i,, an ,,ntirely different industry 
to the mining in<iustry. The prospecting 
for mineral oil ;s not such a ousiness that 
the ordinary mining prospector can go with 
his pick over his shoulder and, with little 
othN equipment, go out to prospect for oil. 
It requires a very extensive plant to search 
for oil, and it. is such a business in which the 
Government itself should engage. The en­
couragement which is apparently offered in 
the Bill lo prospectors to discover mineral 
oil will not have any effect, because the general 
prospector for minerals cannot engage in the 
discovery of minora! oil ·at all. It would 
be far better in a measure such as this if 
the Rtn+e declared it, abso:ut<? right to all 
the mineral oil in the State, and then carried 
on a vigorous prospecting policy injikely parts 
of the country in order that the indJJstry may 
be established if we have the oil within the 
boundqr;,.g of the State. (H<,ar, hear!) That 
is an idee which maY be followed up, and 
which should be undertaken by the Govern­
ment. No one can gainsay the value of a 
minenl oil industrc-. The Government should 
adopt the suggestion which was made by 
the han. member for Maranoa. If the 
Government haye anv intention in the future 
of '--,0 11tr0EiLv ihn Lindustry, it is unfair 
lo enc'mrage prospoctors to engage in it 
and use their resources in establishing an 
·industr:· and t:wn d priye !hem of th·.t pl"O!its 
of it. Jt would be much bettor if the Go­
vernment stLpped in bf'~or,,,, any p:'ivnte in­
tercsl' 1·,•:0 ft{_ .Juir.r,d in th0 h:J.sine?.~'l. \Vith 
re;;ard to t1w alL ration of the conditions 

[Lieut.-Golonel Rankin. 

concerning the coalmining leases, I have a 
word or two to say on that. I do not .agree 
with the non. member for Bm-rum in the 
matter of the inoreas•'·d areas granted for 
coalrnining leas . .--s or the reduced labour 
cov<mam. I think it is a bad principle to 
allow monopolists to engage in any business 
if that busim''JS can b:: carried on equally as 
w<O!l by a much larger number o,f persons, 
or lw the State itself. I <'::tnnot see any a,d­
v .. ',n(tge at .all in allo1ving largo companies 
to aecurnulate large ar-eas in a coahnining 
business in prl,fer('nu~ to ~rnall companies 
v, ith small ac.c as. It is different to metalli­
ferous mining, \vhere the companies sink 
nl?,n-v thousands of feet,, and \Vhere in son1e 
cirmin1staEcos it is a distinct advanta3-~ LO 
have large companies and a large area of 
lea"'-Bs in ord,•r to carrv on the busine~'3. In 
this c:tse coal is us<.,ally found at a sh;,l!ow 
depth--

Lieut.-Colonel RANKIN: Not necessarily. 

}lr. THEODORE: I know that coal ·is 
being mined in the Balmain Colliery of New 
South \Valeo at a depth of 2,000 fret, bu;:, 
generally speaking, it is a fact that the coal 
is found at shallow depths, and ti:w d -pth 
does not increase, as the seams are, usu ,,Ily 
flat and there is no extra cost for develop­
ment. 

Lieut.-Colonel RANKIN : There are excep• 
tions. 

Mr. THEODORE: There are exceptions, 
I admit, but in coalmining there is no dis­
tinct ccdvantage to l~j gained ·by having 
large companies with large areas of leases. 
It v.·ould, I think, be far better to have the 
small companies with the smaller areas. It 
is only f'ncouraging ·monopolist> to operate 
in such a way that they c,1n become a bigger 
evil to the community, as they did in ::";ew 
South \Vales when they increased the areas 
and gave extra facilities for amalgamation 
purpooec<. There is no necce~sity for it, and 
is should not be done in Queensland, 
''here it does not rPquire an aggregation of 
ca.pital more than the ordinary proprietor 
has in order to develop these seams of coal. 
The Ron. the Secretary for Mines is making 
a serious departure in increasing the area of 
the leases and in reducing the labour obliga­
tions. In that matter he has not justified the 
departure he is making. In the principal 
Act, in the sections dealing with coalmining, 
the labour conditions involve the employ­
ment of one man for every 10 acres of lease 
taken up, but under this measure it is pro­
pop>d to reduce the number of men employed 
in respect to coal leases and make it one 
man for every 40 acres in respect to the first 
two years, and after that one man for every 
20 acres. 

Lieut.-Colonel RANKIN: You could not em­
ploy more than th :tt in the first two years. 

Mr. THEODORE: That is not .an accurate 
statement. 

Lieut.-Oolonel RANKIN: Th<>re is very little 
coal land held. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : I pointed out 
that the operations were mostly on freehold 
land, and the only control we have is for 
the safety of the miners. 

Mr. THEODORE: If actual coalmining 
is to be carried on they will employ more 
than one man to every 10 acres of leasehold. 
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The SLCRETARY FOR MINES : That is the 
·n1inimum. 

Mr. THEODORE: It is too sna:I. It en­
:able:, a co1npany or the proprieto1~ of a lease 
to put on the minimum numbcT of men hq 
must employ. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : If the:r have a 
good seam they will soon put on the maxi­
Inurn nun1ber. 

Mr. THEODORE: They may hold the 
land for the purpose of getting a better 
market for their coal, or while waiting 
for railway development, or until they get 
bettnr pricc;s; and you are permitting them 
to hold it under thc,c conditions to the 
detriment uf the industrv and of thE" whole 
State. It is .an unreason:'ible thing, and I do 
not see why the :Mini,.'.er ohould make this 
<l.eparture. The Minister says that more men 
will be employed if they strike a rich seam, 
but the possibility is that the rich seam will be 
shepherded by the minimum number of men. 
Tlie very fact that he gives an alternative 
covengnt in connection with the labour condi­
tions is another thing which supports my 
argument that there is an opportunity for 
monopolists to tie up areas of country which 
should be worked. The alternative covenant 
will not impose such harsh conditions on the 
employBr as the labour conditions. Under 
the labour conditions one man must be 
-employed for every 20 acres after tho second 
year, and the other condition is that £100 in 
respect of every 20 acres will be spent 
during the first six months in every year. 
If he imposes only tho one covenant-the 
covenant. prescribing the labour conditions­
it will necessarily involve the expenditure 
of at least £100 for every 20 acres. There­
fore, it might as well have Raid the com­
pliance with the labour conditions for six 
months in every year will entitle the lessee 
to exemption for six months in every year. 
Everv mineowner will necessarily avail 
hims~lf. if possible. of the second alternative, 
and I do not see that it should be permitted. 
I could quite understand if it imposed an 
obligation to ~xpend a grBat<i'r sum of monev, 
but to limit it to only £100 for every 20 
.acres means that in ev<>rv twelve months the 
mineowners can get a six months' exemption 
if they take advantage of that rovonant. 
The thing is pernicious and certainly should 
not be encouraged. Coalmines have hither­
to be<>n worked on very much more stringent 
.and drastic conditions, and I may point 
out that there .are coalmines at present 
worked under l<"aso from thB Govc>rnmcmt, 
and, as far as I know the bbour conditions 
havB not bPen com'plained about. The 
Ia bour conditions are fair, and the Minister 
should not depart from tho principle of 
making the conditions sufficiently drastic 
to ensure the propBr development of the 
mine. I do not know on what principle the 
Minister la:vs down that he requires double 
royalty aft~r the first ten year~. I know 
he stated, by way of interjection, when the 
hon. member for Queen ton was speaking, 
that the reason was that after ten years the 
mine would be sufficiently developed and the 
propric•or could afford to pay extra royalty_ 
I do not think that argument has very much 
weia:ht, becauso whatever developmemt is 
neccs·,:ny can be carried out in a couple of 
vears, and I think that will be borne out by 
the han. member fox Burrum. Therefore, I 
say to ask for a nominal' royalty for the first 

ten ,-ears and a fair royalty after that time 
-there is no principle laid down to justify 
it. 

Licut.-Colonel RAXKIN: It will take more 
than two years to open U'J a mine properly. 

Mr. THEODORE : It certainly , '' ~ll J?.Ot 
take ten vear:s. ...:-\gain, the diocr1nunahon 
the Minister m:dms in th" situation of the 
mincu is .r..~_ot one of any r- ,_r in1portance. 
Anyhow, it is only ld. per ton a£\ er the 100-
milB limit is p"sscd. One penny per ton 
,, auld not be a ccnsider::ttion to,, ,1rcls the. 
f"dra frni~;ht. Once the coal i c~rr;, d more 
than 10 or 12 rni1cs Hv~ freigh: ~) so gn '.-tt 
that the remis;.ion of 1d. per hn royalty 
is a mere bagatelle. Under the old Act thBre 
was a common rovaltv of 3d. per ton, and 
I think it would \vori< just as well as this, 
It is right enouvh in principle to make a 
distinction between mines close to a sea­
port .. nd those ciistant inland in order to 
encourage the latter, but ld. per ton is a 
mere bao-atelle. A question "as raised by 
the han. bmember for Queenton which should 
be seriou;-.'.v considered ley the l'\Iinister; 
that _is, the. question of "'hat. \,Juld. be .the 
positiOn of e1nplo.J ePs regardmg their rrght 
to take up mining homesteads within close 
proximitv to the>-e co~lmining iew:es. I do 
not kno\v whether the finding of coal at 
presBnt at a place likB Bundanba would 
necc,sarily J"lean that the place would be 
gazetted as a mineral field. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : They are all 
freehold, but I made it abundantly clear 
that if there was any doubt in th(' matter 
it could be altered in Committee. 

Mr. THEODORE: It is also necessary to 
make arrangements for thB miners to get· a 
fair area for residential purposes. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Ther'c will be 
no difficulty about that. 

Mr. 'THEODORE: If there "ill be no 
difficulty on that point, I will rot labour 
the question. There is one other matter on 
which I dPsire i:1formatioJJ. 'C'ndcr this Bill 
leases may be taken up for the pm·pose of 
mining for coal. and it necese,dly involv~s 
the payment of Gd. r'r·r acre rent and em-tam 
royalty on all coal fou:<l. But in the event 
of the discov• rv of othe1· minerals on the 
same leooe, .,,could they be pormi•'.Fd to mine 
for other minerals on the same lease without 
paying extra rent? U ndcw the principal Act 
mining for other minerals than coal will 
involve the payment of 10c. per aero rent. 
Will it be made perfectly clear that, if a 
~ompany takf.s up a lease for the purpoeB of 
mining for c<Jal and workin"· other n1inerals, 
they will have to pay the incri'?'ed rent. 

The SECRETARY FOR \fiNES: There i' no 
question about tha\. It is a differ-ent thing, 
and they would haw to get a leas·c for that 
piLrtioular purpose. 

Mr. THEODORE: Th" Bill docs not make 
that clear. It merely makes it clear that a 
lease may be applied for and that it will be 
a mineral lease. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: H y, ill be 
distinct from a coal lease. 

Mr. THEODORE: If it is nc:;· , oary to 
mak0 a further applie<,J.ion and there is an 
obligation to pay the inereased rent. I am 
quite s:>tisfied. 'There arc othu provisions 
in the Bill with regard to which we may ask 
for further information in Committee, and 
I hope the Minister will be in a reasonable 
enough spirit to accept amendments. I 

Mr. Theodore] 
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should like an oppor: unity to have ru dis­
cus"'iGn n,_,Hl gPt a der,laration in favour of 
the nation_jisation of the oil industry, and 
I hope that thr> Sccr~tary for 1~lines \vill be 
found to ~e Jn favour of such a proposit,ion. 

Mr. IVILLIAMS: It appears to me mem· 
b<,· J on tiw other side of the House are 
entirely opposed to this Bill. 

0PPG3ITION 11E1IBERS: No, no! 

Mr. i\ lLLIAMS: If one can judge from 
their arguments they are opposed to the 
Bill. They have put it this way: Because a 
poor n:an 2anLot go out with his pick and 
eli" f Jr coal, a man who has capital should 
not hl' aliowc d to do so. The han. member 
for Chil:agoc ha-. talked about nat.ionalisa­
tion. This is a subject I am burning for 
informabJn on. I have !ward this term of 
natiunali•Ation so '>ry often that I would 
like han. mwn~ccrs opposite to give a dPfini­
tion, uncl I would ask them how would they 
nationali,• .. ' a pluce like Charters Towers? 

J\Ir. O'SuLLIVAN: That is not an oilfield. 

Mr. \YILLIAMS : It is a goldfield. I 
understand the han. member for Chillagoe 
aslwd the Government to allow the country 
to gar,rbJ.,, in oil measures. I say it would 
b.· impo"iblc to bring in a scheme to 
nationalise all these things. In the case of 
the n1ir..cs Ch Ohr.:rters Tov{ers, there is a 
mi1.e there c ,!led the Brilliant Deeps, which 
h.•.s b,~ ·n ,-;orked for twcm2·-five years, and 
£40.000 or £50,000 has been spent on it. If 

· +hat p1ace had been nationalised 
[8.30 p.m.] ten year,. ago, and had other mines 

b0en nationalised ten years ago, 
I c:m sdely say that Charters Towers would 
nnw be a cattle stai_{on. I hope hon. mem­
bers on the other gide ill drop this mania 
for n;_~~,ionu1if-"ttion-; or show us some sensible 
wa:- of providing for it. 

The PREMIER: It is very interesting to 
note the way in which this Bill has been 
discussed in the Chamber. Ron. members 
have appreciated the importance of coal and 
oil to the State, and I think the han. mem­
ber who has just resumed his seat has 
slightl~ misconstrued the attit';lde of the 
Opposition in respect to the Brll. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

The PRE~'v1IER: I think it has received 
rather a generous handling. We all know 
what an important element coal is in the 
development of any country. I suppose 
Britain to-day is largely the power that it is 
as a manufacturing count~:y by reason of 
its cheap coal. It may be said that we have 
sufficient coal dug out every year to meet 
our requirements for this State. Possibly 
that is m, but it is well known that large 
se:.~ms o£ coal exist in our State, yet, un­
fortunately, very large quantities of coke are 
being brought to-day from the Southern 
States to our smelting works. I think the 
ohject o£ the department in providing for 
differential rates from the seaboard is not 
that ld. a ton makes much difference 
in encouraging people to prospect for coal 
for <>'<pori;. but rather that there may be 
prospecting done to provide coal in the 
vicinity of many of the rich auriferous beds 
inland in Queensland. Take Cloncurry, for 
instanc<1. The large quantity of coke that is 
going up that line adds very materially to 
the cost of the output of the copper mines 
in thtd; vicinity, and it is quite likely that 
some mines are unable to o.perate because 
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the cost of smelting is too great. One object 
which may be attained by the introduction 
of this Bill will be in encouraging prospect­
ing, say, in the neighbourhood of Cloncurry, 
Chillagoe, or Mount Morgan. We learned 
quite recently from a report that even that 
world-renowned mountain, Mount Morgan, 
has practically ceased to be a goldmine, and 
is now a copper proposition, and it is­
hi.<rhly desirable that they shoul_d have a 
cheap fuel. If the outcome of thrs measure 
is to encourage prospecting, so that a fuel 
may be produced for Mount Morgan, or f?r 
Chillagoe or Cloncurry, a great good wrll 
accrue. (Hear, hear!) I was not long ago 
up at Chillagoe. That is a most wonderful 
mineral country, but it appeared to me that 
one important thing required there ":'!J:S a 
cheap fuel, in order that many pJ;Opos1t10ns 
might be worked profitably. So that the 
purpose of the Bill is in regard to coal to· 
encourage prospflcting, with a hope t!:'at it 
may assist iiJ. the development of our 111land 
industries ; and not only so, but also to 
provide for an increased export trade. There 
was a time, and not many years ago, when 
the boats along the coast were able to get 
coal very much cheaper than they can now, 
and at that time they stated that our Queens­
land coals with the exception of anA or two. 
mines, we~·e not equal to thei'!" requirements. 
But that kind of talk has d1sappeared, be­
cause, owing to the coming of so many wool 
boats and oversea boats, our coal has been 
much morA freely used, prices have gone up, 
employment is much more constant, and 
shipping companies are recognising the value 
of our coals. We are given to understand 
that some of our coals are quite equal to 
the bPst that can be obtained anywhere, and 
there is no knowing what may come to us 
when the Panama Canal is opened in . a 
few years' time. \Ve know quite well that 111 
the United States, in regard to n;rany of 
their food products, they are say111g the 
day is not far distant when thev will cease­
to export. Fuel is at a very high r~te 
there, and it is ~ot by any means a w1ld 
stretch of imagination that coal may, when 
the Panama Canal is opened, go from 
Queensland even to the United States. The 
only thing may be that the ch.eaper labo':'r 
of the East, in regard to Chma, may, 111 
that respect, cut us out. It is ple~sing. to 
see the manner in which the Brll rs bemg 
received. The details are subject to close­
investigation, and I do not think the Minis­
ter has brought this Bill before the House 
with any firm determination in regard to the 
details. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Hear, hear ! 

The PREMIER: That is a matter on 
which opinions can be exchanged, and alter~­
tions effected. I was much interested 111 

the remarks of the hon. member for Mara­
non., hn.c.1use, as a lay1nan, and on9' 
who does not profess to have the least 
knowled.ge of mineral development, I have, 
since first going up to Roma.,. a;rd on su~­
sPquent occasions, had the conv10tron that ml 
can be obtained in that neighbourhood. The­
han. member has uq;ed that there should be 
:no leases granted. Let me tell the House­
that quite recently application has been 
:made for leases, and they have been re­
fused, because the department have had 
:tnany reports made by their own officers, 
:none of whom are specialists in oil matters 
-they are good geologists, but they are. not 
<:>il specialists-and the course we pursue 1s t<> 
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submit these reports to the Agent-General, 
who will call in the best advice and opinions 
po:-.sible upon these reports. (Hear, hear!) 
Some people may say: " What is the use of 
making investigations in London?" But 
there are those in England who have had to 
do very largely with the oil wells of the 
East, and also in Russia, and we can get the 
very highest class of opinion; but the Agent­
General is being advised that, if it is thought 
dsirable to have the opinion checked or 
supplemented, we should seek such an 
opinion from the United States. Not onh­
are we asking him to get an opinion as to 
the reports which our officers have from 
time to time been able to make, and the 
information obtained in the boring on former 
occasions, but we are also asking him to re­
commend to us a capable expert borer. 

HOI\Ot;RABLE :iii1EliBrP>: Ilear, hear! 

The PREMIER : The impression ptevails 
in the Maranoa district that there were some 
very peculiar accident> in relation to recent 
boring, and VIe do not intend, if it is by any 
means possible, that accidents of that nature, 
or suspected nature, shall arise; consequent­
ly, we want the most expert man we can 
get. (Hear, hear!) The hon. m0mber was 
perfectly right in saying that some time 
ago a plant had been prepar<'d with the 
idea of sending it there. The matter-if I 
may use a word which has been emplo) ed 
this session-has been " side-tracked." The 
Lands Department were very pressed for 
boring for water, and it got side-tracked; 
but perhaps it was as well, because we really 
had no party who could be regarded as a 
thorough expert in this matter. All the evi­
dences, such as can be gathered here, go to 
show that there is an oil-bearing area, and 
I think that has been demoPstrated, and we 
are ta~ing active steps to further investigat-e. 
and, If warranted, explore. As far as 
the Crown c:tn control it, no leases will 
be granted under this proposition until 
we have realised what the situation is. It 
is quite likely that oil may be in many more 
areas besides the one to which our eyes for 
a long time have been turning, and we are 
merely asking in this Bill for power, in 
case the Crown eventually turns it down, if 
somebody else chooses to have a look in at 
the proposition, there may be some such 
opportuQity given. (Hear, hear !) As to 
the quc•,tion of nationalisation, it cannot be 
said that in this matter we are trenching 
on the business of anyone else. We have a 
perfectly clear field, and it is a rna tter in 
which the State is so vitally interested that, 
whatever may be the subsequent determina­
tion regardiJOg the control of the output, the 
immediate course of action which commends 
itself to the Government is, that the Crown 
should prosecute a diligent and vigilant 
inquiry. 

HmwuR.\BL!J MEMBERS: Hear, hr:-·r! 

The PREMIE.R: If there be a few tha:u­
sanrls of pounds lost, weli v-·ntures more 
qup·:tir nable than th·1t havP befDre now been 
the means of losing money. We are not 
in t'w least disturbed, but, on the con­
trary, are enco.ura;ced to get the best ex­
pert opinion we can; and, if the verdict 
should be favourable, the Agent-General has 
been asked _ tD get the expert to give us 
debils as to the machinery required. \Vith 
the least possible delay we shall determine 
tloi3 big thing. (Hear, hear!) We know 
what it means to our settlers in the 'West. 
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At present the freights they have to pay 
on oils are pretty htgll, and. if oil can be 
obtained ollt herP, it will as,~l;,t very rnuch 
in lessening the cost of household mainton­
ance" rrhcn again, oils are being used so 
increasingly as a rr1.otive power that it rneans 
a very big thing in that direc"ion also. I 
can th'lnr<> tthe Ho.u~-e that tlle purpose of 
the Bill, so far as rGt,ttrds coal, is to en­
cou::_·a:s'e pro ~t_leccing. li the royalties are 
considerelt too low, well. it i; I.Lot often a 
t3overnL1ent is ab·ainst increasin::; royalties. 
(Lau:;-h:3r.) If th0 rrea is too large, and 
it can be shown that it is tno large, there 
is no r•cason why it should not be reduced. 
llut we do not want to pretend to: ;;ive with 
the one hand and t,;ke t.;>ck with the ather. 
Vie ,,;ant to give thor0ugh encouragement 
for the pro,pectin:; of coal-nat around Bris­
bane ber :tuse there are no Crown lands in 
this neighbourhood; but there are th" hi} 
areas to which I have referred in which, if 
coal can Le diocovered from which coke can 
be made, it ffilitllS a [Teat deal. It is not 
long since the people of Charters Towers, 
owing to the surrounding count,ry for :n:tiles 
around being pretty well denuded of timber, 
cDnsidered it a matter of great moment that 
they shDuld be connected by rail with the 
Blair Athol Coalfield, so that chey migl;t 
be able t,() get che~per fuel to work thmr 
mims. I do nat suppose the quantity of 
coa•l used by a goklmine is at >1ll compar­
able with the quantity used by smeltinv, 
works; consequently, if it is important to 
a goldfie'd to have "he:·:per fuel, wo can see 
how much more important it ;,, to a copper 
field; and the object of a low royalty is, 
if possible, to encoura::re the finding of ooal 
in the inside districts, 'and rulso on the coast, 
in the hope of building up an eo<! 0rt trade. 
I do not intend to delay the pa .. ,age of the 
Bill, because the House has beren in such 
a good wa:rking humour to-day that I think 
we might release you, Sir, from the chair 
at a relntively early hour, but I felt it my 
business to a':sure the House that, so far 
as the Crnwn can, it is going- io keep the 
~il industry in its own hands. 

HONOUR '.BLE Th1Iml:i'RS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. BOWMAN (Fortitude Valley}: I must 
congratulate the Premier on coming- ·a step 
towar.ds this side of tl:e Ho,,se, so f1<r as 
his remarks regarding the contwl of oil 
by the Crown are concerned. I ''-'18 rather 
surprised at the hon. member for Charters 
Towers thinking- that n,.,mbers on this side 
who have spoken were opposed to the Bill. 
I think the hon. member misunderstood them, 
and the hon. member for MaranDa had a, 
tribute paid to him by the Premier for his 
dissertation on the oil deposits in the 
Marano:a district. There is just one point I_ 
would like to deal with. 'I'he Premier said 
that we have practically no competition in 
rf'gard to oil, and therefore the Crown was 
justified in pre,erving what, ·we hope, will 
be a splendirl supply of oil in this State. 
I do not think that the hon. g-entleman need 
t.rDuble himself about competition. In Vic­
toria, where it is not a Labour Go:Yernment 
which is in power, they are working- a State 
cDalmine suC"cessfully. In New South Wales, 
the Secretary for Mines stated sDme littl9 
time ago that he purposed instituting '" State 
co.almin<'. New Zealand has had a couple 
of State coalmines for some considerable 
time; and, i1 we have this prospecting car­
ried out, as indicated in the Bill, I think 
there is a possibility o,£ the Government here 
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haying a coalmine established. I do not sug­
gest that it should be confined to any par­
ticular district, but I think it would be a 
decided advantage to the State. The ex­
perience of America. as indicated by the hon. 
member lor Maranoa, should be a warning 
to. Austr,clia. Anyone who has read the 
history of the Standard Oil Company knows 
how that tremendous monopoly or trust con­
trols the trade, not only in the States and 
in Great BriMin, but almost over !he. >'hole 
world. We know the difficulty they had 
in putting out the fire in the Roma Bore, 
and I heard quite a number of people ex­
press the opini<m that that was an evidence 
of the existence of oil. vV e have heard one 
of .the best opinions in support of that be­
lief in the quotation read to-night by the 
hon. me cnber for J\Laranoa. That was the 
opinion of an Amerif'an gentleman who has 
had a very wide experimwe in connedcion 
with oil wells in th"t co.untry. I am de­
lighted that the Premier is going to take 
the cour,.' he hav. outlined, and is going 
to ~:et t.he best expert obtainable. I am 
delighted to think that, if the possibility 
that there is oiJ in the State turns o,ut to 
be a re<tlit.7, the industry is to be controlled 
by the State, and that it will be our own, 
to be tr~->sured! for thoeG who come after 
us. It is an excellent ideo,, and I hope that 
the Government will be firm. Of course, we 
have the assuDance of the Premier that that 
will be so, and I have no reason to doubt 
his word. The hen. gentleman gave us the 
best proof of his intention to carry out that 
intention when he told us that tho Govern­
ment had recently declint d to '-'rant leases. 

The SECRETARY FOR J\1INES : I have refused 
some thi", week, 

Mr. BOWMAN: That shows that the Go.­
vernment reali::e that there is a treasure 
there. if they can only find it, which will 
be of material benefit to the State. I sin­
cerely trust that they wiLl not confine them­
selves to the oil, but will establish a State 
coalmine, which, I think, will be profitable 
to the SJ ate, and particularly to those dis­
tricts where thev have to treat ores re­
quiring large quantities of coal and coke. 

Mr. DOUGLAS (Cook) : I fully agree with 
the passing of a measure of this kind which, 
I think, will tend to the develop,;,ent of 
some of the great mineral wealth we have 
in Queensland. Some hen. members seem to 
think that the area has been laid down on 
too large a scale; but it must be remembered 
that the coal industry gives employment to 
a large number of people, and involves the 
investment and expenditure of a large sum 
of money, not only in the opening up of 
mines, but also in finding markets and 
developing an export trade. It may be 
that in the past the inducements held out 
to people to inYest in coalmining here have 
not been sufficiently attractive owing to 
the areas being somewhat small ~nd the con­
ditions as to manning the ground somewhat 
severe. vVith regard to the question of 
royalty on coal which is mined more than 
100 mile, from the coast, I think that when 
such co ,1 is exported there should be a 
rebate of the royalty, because in order to 
get that coal to a seaport it will have to 
pass over Government railways and increase 
their earnings. This applies particularly 
to suc:;h a line as the Cairns line, because 
there IS a large nmount of traffic to Chillagoe 
in connection with the smelting, and many of 
the trucks go back empty, and the rolling-

[Mr. Bowman. 

stock might be used for the purpose of taking 
coal and coke to the coast for export pur­
poses. In the district I represenl;, in the 
far North, there is undoubtedly a large store 
of coal wealth : and l shall at all \ mws be 
a strong advocat-e of legislation that will help 
to develop our coal resources. 

Mr. RYAN (Barcoo): After listening to the 
speeches on both side,;, it seems to me that 
the consensus of opinion is that the State 
should not part \lith its resources in oil 
and coal. That is a policy which, I under­
stand, has always been the polic3· of this 
pnrty; and it is also part of our policy that 
these public utilities should be worked by 
the State, or, in other words, that they 
should be nationalised. But while there IS 
this consensus of opinion, I cannot get away 
from the fact, in reading the Bill, that it 
provides the machinery-it. even provides 
machinery that d~s not at present exist­
for letting these mineral oilfields pass into 
tho hands of companies. The hen. member 
for JUaranoa delivered a very able speech 
en the q uestio:1 ; and I understand that two 
companies have already applied for licenses 
in tlw Horna district to l'ore for mineral 
oils, but so far the Government have refused 
to grant those licenses. I understand that 
they have not power to grant leases for the 
purpose of boring for oil. Though a com­
panv may get a lease for coalmining, there 
is no power to take possession of any oil 
and use it for their profit; but if we pass 
this Bill, '" o shall be placing in the hands 
of the Minister the machinery for handing 
over these mineral fields to such companies­
to companies that are really the pups-if 
I may so t-erm them-of the Standard Oil 
Trust of .America. I think there ought 
to be in the Bill provisions empowering or 
directing the Executive to carry on prospect­
ing for coal and mineral oil. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : That is not 
necessary; the power is inherent. 

Mr. RYAN: I think it is neceosary; and 
it. would be a good thing to put into the 
Bill. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: We have to 
come to Parli:ament ·and ask for an 
appropriation. That is what we did in 
connection with the exploration of the 
Dawson field. 

Mr. RYAN: I understand that; but I say 
they should be directed by Parliament to 
carry on this work. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : That is 
another matter. 

Mr. RYAN: While I say we ought to give 
direction to the Government to carry on 
coalmines or prospect for mineral oils, as far 
as I am at present advised, I am open to 
hear argument. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Suppose the 
Committee of Supply refused to vote the 
necessary amount for the work, where would 
you be then? 

Mr. RYAN: If Parlianwnt gave such a 
direction to the Government, the Committee 
of Supply, which is constituted from the 
samP Purliament, would vote the neceFsary 
funds. 

ThP SEC·''ETARY FOR ~~ fE\ES: It would not 
necer•·'' rily be the same Parliament. 

Mr. RY.\N: If there is no dissension 
amongst members on the other side, I think 
we shall go on for three years, and the works 
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J: am suggesting can be in full swing before 
-the end of that time. I hope some member 
representing a mining district-or, perhaps, 
the hon. member for J'llaranoa, who seems 
to have a graop of the whole matter-will 
move an amendment in the nature of an 
instru"tion to the Committee to insert in the 
Bill provisions for prospecting and mining 
for coal and oil bv the Government. I think 
that, iL ~tee J of c{npowering the Government 
to give away those ~rcat sources of wealth, 

these thinge which have made 
[9 p.m.] millionaires in the Unitfld Stateg 

of America, Parliament should 
give them a direction to carry on prospecting 
for coal and mineral oil th.:mselvcc;, and I 
hope tha.t something of that kind will be 
done. 

Question---That tLtis Bill be now read a 
cecond time-put and pass.,d. 

The committal of the Bill was made an 
Order of the Day for to-morro>:. 

The He-use adjourned at four minutes past 
·g o'clock. 




