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[ASSEMBLY.] Qrigstions.

WEDNESDAY, 24 Jury, 1912,

The SpEaRER (Hon. W. D. Armstrong,

Lockyer) took the chair at half-past 8 o’clock.

QUESTIONS.
DRrEDGES ““ SAMSON’’ AND “ REMORA.”
Mr. KIRWAN (Brisbane) asked the

Treasurer—

“1. Has the dredge ‘Samson’ been
put out of commission, and, if so, for
what reason?

2. What was the actual cost of the
dredge ¢ Samson’—(a) pmchasmg price;
(B) cost in maintenance, etc., to the pre-
sent date; (¢} total cost ?

*3. Who recommended the purchase of
this dredge and passed her as fit to do
the necessary dredging required?

“4, '\rhat is the price paid for the
dredge ‘Remora’—(a) the amount of
import duty paid; () the total cost to
date?

“5. Were tenders invited for the con-
struction of this dredge in Australia or
(ireat Britain?

6. Has the dredge ‘Remora’ been
taken over by the department, and, if
s0, on whose recommendation; also whab
trials or tests was the dredge submitted
to?

“7. What guarantees  has the
Treasurer that the dredge °Remora’
will satisfactorily perform the work
required of her?”’

The TREASURER (Hon. W. ¥. Barnes,

Bulimba) replied—

“1. Yes, in 1902. It was not neces-
sary to continue working her. The
*Hersules’ can complete all the dredg-
ing in the Brisbane River for which thls
type of machine is suitable.

“2. (@) The ‘Samson’ and ‘ Hercules,”
with pipes, lines, and three tugs, were
purchased under one contract, wmounting
to  £171,780; supervision cost £2,546;
total, £17 1526 The precise cost of the
former cannot be stated; but it may be
assumed to have been ‘about £100,000.
() Maintenance, £5251 to date; (¢
about £105,251.

“3. The portmaster, the late Captain
T. M. Almond.

“4. The contract price was £46,000;
25 per cent. of this is held us retention
money—I{a) An undertaking has been given
to pay duty if demanded by the Com-
monwealtlh Government; (b) £46,000, in-
cluding amount held as retention money.

“5. Seven leading dredge-building
firms in Europs were invited to tender
on the depaftment’s specifications.
Tenders were not invited in Awustralia.

“6. Not yet. The trial tests pre-
scribzd by the Engineer for Harbours and
Rivers in the contract were carried out
satisfactorily under the supervision of the
acting executive engineer of the Agent-
General’s Office. The principal dredging

. capacity requirements were that the
pumps wounld Ilift easy material at the
rate of 1,500 tons per hour, that a com-
plete cycle of each of the grab machines
could be performed in one minute, that.
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the pumps could discharge a full load
(27.00% cubie feet) of mud or silt in ten
wminutes. The speed requirement was 10
knots fully loaded over a measured mile.

“7 'The vperformance of similar
2s In other parts of the world.
Ingiveer for Harbours and Rivers
wag sent to Murope to ascertain the suite
ability of varicus machines in use for
certain work in the Brisbane River. His
recommendations are embrodied in the
* Remora.’ ”’

RATLWAY E?,Tﬂ”iﬁ[ON FROM PIALBA T0
URANGAN.
. Lizvr.-Coi, RANKIN (Burrum)
Secretary for Railways——
“When is it proposed to commence
the cerslvaction of the railway cxtension
from Piala to Urangan?”’

The BECRETARY ¥WOR TRAILWAYS
{Hon. W. T. Paget, Mockay) replied—

. ““Not until several of the lines now
1 progress have besn completed.”

sked the

NAMBOUR DRAIN.

Mr. ADAMSON (Rockkampton) asked the
Homr Seccrvtary—

“Tas he any objection to la

) > uny , lay on the
table of this Hous2 all the correspondence
which has passed betseen the Health
Department and the Maroochy Shire

S 1y 3
Council in relation to the Nambour
drain ?’

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon
Appel, Albert) replied— (on. 1. G.

“A ©0py of the correspondence vill be
Inid o the table on Tuesday next.”

HOLIDAYS BILL,
INITIATION,

On_the motion of the HOME SECRE-

TARY, it was formally resolved
“That the Fouss will, at its next sit-
Y, _Iusolve itself into a Committee of
» Whele to, consider of the desirable-
s of introducing a Bill to malke pro-
e for holidayz and for other pur-
canne therawith, and to repeal

7, 1904-1905.”

MINING FOR COAL AND MINERAL
OIL BILL.

IRTRODUCTION AND Finst RraDIna.

On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR
MINES (Hon. J. G. Appel, Albert), this Bill,
initiated in Coramittee, was read a firsh time,
and the second reading made an Order of
the Day for to-morrow.

INDUSTRIAL PEACE BILL.
First READING.

On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR
PUBLIC WORKS (Hon. W. H. Barnes,
Bulirba), this Bill, initiated in Committee,
was read a first time, and the second reading
Wast mude an Order of the Day for Tuesday
next.

[24 Juny.]
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ADDRESS IN REPLY.
RESUMPTION OF DEBATE.

* Mr. HUXHAM (Buranda), who was re-
ceived with Opposition *“ Hear, hears!’”’
said: I think it is a very nice compliment
which is generally paid to young member

when upon the first occasion on which they
stand up to address you, Sir, the older mem-
bers of the Chamber congratulate them on
the manner in which they take part in the
proceedings of the House. Judging from
the experience I have had before in this
Houss, the young members who have spoken
this session, members on both sides of the
House, have acquitted themselves in a
manner which must commend itself to older
menibers who have been in many Parlia-
ments. I know that when & man has to
speak for the first time, he feels very ner-
In fact, even if he has gone
through the experience in soverel Parlia-
ments it takes him a long time to shake off
that nervousness—it is almost impossible to
shale it off. It has been noted in days gone
by that where men have had a small pro-
blem to deal with after facing big ones the .
satie nervousarss comes back to them. I
feel very much that way myself this after-
noon, and I hope that members on the other
side will accord me that consideration which
I know members of the party to which I
bslong will coertainly grant me, and that,
although I may have something very pointed
to say, I shall have a fair show to make
myself perfectly clear, and that after it is
all over members will be able to shake hands
with #ie in the good old-fashioned manner.

(Hear, hear!) His Excellency’s address is
unportani =5 far as we are concerned in two
particulars, or shall T say in one particular?
And that is the matter over which a dis-
cussion took place vesterday—the Industrial
Peaecs Bill. 1 was interested in the remarks
made by members on this side of the House,
becauss my feeclings were with those mem-
bars who took the strong stand they did in
dealing with the question. The amendments

brought forward by the leader and the
deputy leader of the Oppositien were
abeoluiely essential. They were essen-

sial for the faet that we wanted to
know what we had to answe We had had
indications that this messure was likely
to be of such & character as o make if
rathsr a burden to those who scant us into
this House to represent them. The manner
in which it was introduced, csecially by
the deputy leader of the Opposition in bring-
ing matters so clearly before the House, and
the objections which he raised, I think were
protiy well justified, and I believe that
before the Bill becomes an Act we shall
have no reason to regret having voiced our
opinior in the way we did vesterday.

OpporITION MEznErs: Hesr, hear!

Mr. HUXHAM: I am perfectly satisfied
that if it is the intention of the Govern-
ment o this messure an absolutely
repressize messure, then they have gone the
righ: vay to make it a failure. Our experi-
snce of matters of this rature shows us that
in questions of reprassior or oppression there
must always be a vent whereby the people
can give expression to their feelinzs, There-
fore a sufficient vent should be alowed for
peopla to give expression to their opinions.
We all know the amount of repression that
was shown to the Cerman socialists by a
strong man—s much stronger man that ever
the Hon. the Chief Secretary will be—that is,

- Mr. Huzham.]
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Bismarck. We know the history of the great
socialist movement in Germany, and we know
that in 1878 the Chancellor brought in a
Bill which had for its object the suppression
of the socialist movement in Germany. He
brought in anti-sccialistic measures that were
likely to be very irksome to the people, but
they did not stop the ambitions of the Ger-
man people. It did not stop the trend of the
measures which they were determined should
be brought forward for the henefit of the
whole of the Gesman Empire. We find that
the measures introduced were very oppressive,
and although we regret one circumstance
that brought it abeut, still we ars perfectly
satisfied of this, that the experience of the
Germsn people was such that they have gone
on and become stronger in their political
opinions, and in their industrial activity. We
know that that measure remaingd the law in

Germany for six years, and then it was re- |

newed for two years. Two years after it
was renewed for another term of two years.
When it was brought up for the fourth
time—which was twelve years after it was
first introduced—it was introduced in even
. & more strenuous form than it was originally
brought tefore the German Chamber. How-
ever, wo find that it was so strongly resented,
even by those who formerly approved of if,
that they rejected it by a very substantial
majority. (Hear, hear!) In the meantime
what do we find in connection with that
great German party. I refer to the Temo-
cratic Socialist party of Germany. We find
frem the time that this measure was intro-
duced that the socialists grew from 400,000
to three and a half times the number in a
very few years. Notwithstanding all the laws
of oppression and repression that were intro-
duced, these people went on from strength
to strength, and it had the effect of binding
the .German industrial population more
strongly together than ever they were bound
before, and that would not have happened
had not this measure been bronght . I
singerely hope that the Government will pay
some consideration to that at the present
time, becauss I maintain that., much as I
admire the German people, much as I admire
their intelligence snd their sturdy indepen-
dence, they do not, nevertheless, exceed the
feclings that we Rritishers have. It was
Emsrson who said that the Britisher is
5 man who of all others stands firm in
his shoss. I tske it that the reople who
have been fighting for political and in-
dustrial freedom for fhe past 700 years
are not going to allow the Government
at this time to take any action that will
repress them in a matter of a Bill such
as has been forecsst—a Bill which I
believe is goinw to hurt the people zenerally
even more than we anticipate. The effect
on the people penerally will be that they will
become stronely advised, and they will cer-
tainly become more sirongly identifi i
the political snd indasirial o
cause thev will recognise that it
impossibility to make any headway
34

a sk
at al
unless they do 5o by mesns of Leth political
and industrial action. The hen. w-mher for
Rockbampten save a little simile which ae-
curately describes the sitnation. He said that
when ther only went in for the industrial
movement they were like a bird with one
wing, ind they wanted the political wing to
give the sxact poise to make the bird pro-
rress. I am perfectly satisfied that before
the Bill goes through this House there will
be many stormy debates if the Bill is as

[Mr. Huzham.
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strong and as strenuous as we anticipate it
will be. If such is the case the Government
will find from this side of the House a most
sirenuoung oppositicn.

OrrosrTioN Mewmeirs: IHear, hear!

Mr. HUXHAM: There is one thing -that
I notice here. There is very little mention
of social reform in the Government pro-
gramme. $o far as the Bills to come before
us I would have liked to see some con-
taining some measure of social reform.
These are matters I feel keenly interested
in. My training, and, I suppose, my tem-
perament, have brought me closaly in iouch
with the people, and every movement that is
going to beuefit them makes me feel that itis
worth while for Huxham to tackle. For
instance, I would liks to sec our hospitals and
charitable institutions dealt with in_ a dif-
ferent way from that they are dealt with
now. From time to time we see appeals
through the papers, and in other ways, ask-
ing for funds for our hospitals and chari-
table institutions, particularly the hospitals.
Much as people want to help, and much as
people feel they would like to help, there
is something about it that doos not appeal
to them. They do not like this constant
cadging that is going on, having a collecting
box shoved under your nose on hospital Sat-
urdays and other days. Some time ago a
lady very much interested in hospitals and
charitable institutions asked me if I would
be in favour of putting a tax on amusements
to provide for the upkeep of hospitals and
charitable institutions. I said I thought it
a splendid idea, and when she asked me if
I would help such 2 movement I said I
would, because I could see that there was
something substantial about if, something
that. would provide a revenue for our hos-

pitals. (Hear, hear!) We huve hospital
Saturdays and other occasions, and
strongly object to such cadging. Our

wonlen have to put up with most humiliat-
ing insults from men when they are collect-
ing in the streets. A young girl goes up
to a man with her box, and sometimes she
meets & man full of liguor and he makes an
insulting remark to her, for which he ocught
to be kicked from one end of Brisbane to
the other. If we adopted some such scheme
it would mean that the hospitals would get
more money, which would enable them to be
better squipped so far as their operating
theatre is concorned. (Hear, hear!) I be-
lieve it would tend to make hospitals and
other institutions have an enlarged staff.
I believe, further, that it would give our
nurses a far better share Jof leisure that
they are entitled to. Although our nurses
look healthy in our institutions the strain
on the nurses is very considerable, and.they
should be relisved at lcast at the end of
eight hours, so that they could go away and
that recreation that they require and
return refreshed mentally and physically to
enable them to carry on another day’s
work. I sincerely hope that the

[4 p.m.] matter will be considered by the
Government, and that as soon

as possible they will bring forward a mea-
sure to impose a tax on amusements, and I
am sure it will bring in a veryv handsome
amount. I am sure that people would be
willing to pay a tax on their amusements
for the Lenefit of the sick. I would sug-
gest that on every ticket of the value of
3d. a tax of 4d. for each 3d. should be
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imposed, and I believe it would bring in a
tremendous sum—more than adequate for
the requirements of all of our hospitals.

Mr. CoynNE: What is wrong with the
nationalisation of the hospitals?

Mr. HUXHAM: I believe that the hos-
pitals should be taken over entirely by the
Government, but meantime some means
should be devised whereby they would be
better cared for monetarily than they are at
present. If a tax were introduced, such as
this tax, until the Government can see
their way to nationalise the institutions,
it would be a good thing, and would be a
money-making  concersn. The Treasurer
might go into the details of the matter, and
see if something in the direction I suggest
cannot be done. I wish now to speak of
the position occupied by this party in this
House. The hon. member for Barcos yester-
day wanted to impress upon the Premier
that, although the hon. gentleman was the
head of the Government, we on this side are
the Opposition; and I should like the Go-
vernment to understand that we are hers
28 a part of the Parliament, with important
duties to perform.

The PrEMiER: Hear, hear!

Mr. HUXHAM: I would like him to
understand that we are going to criticise the

overnment as_keenly as we possibly can,
and to commend their good measures, if they
bring any forward.

Mr. CoysE: You will not have much time
taken up in commending them.

Mr. HUXHAM: The remark of the hon.
member for Warrego has just brought to my
mind something I read in Winwood Read’s
“ Martyrdom of Man.” T do not subscribe
to all his tenets, but something of what he
wrote appealed to me very much indeed.
It is his opinion that none of us is absolutely
good, and he followed this up with a quota-
tion from a French writer to the effect that
the true choice is mot between the good and
the bad, but between the bad and the worse.
Now, that does not give the Government a
very wide scope. (Laughter.) It is merely
carrying out the old Biblical truth that
* There is none good, no, not one.” That
has been so frequently repeated that we have
lost the point of the saying. Still we should
recognise that none of us can be perfectly
good, but that we are betwesn the bad and
the worse. I sincerely hope, therefore, that
the Government will take heart of grace and
endeavour to come a little nearer to our side
of the House.

The SECRETARY FOR RAmways:
the worse.

Mr. HUXHAM : Instead of being at the
very antipodes, that they will make the
difference between us less marked than it is
at the present time. I feel that the very beat
we can do for the people is not enough.
We ought to be very active in our social
work, and should endeavour to recognise the
kinship there is between all claswes of society.
If we only grasp that truth, I am sure we
shall hear from the Premier 3 very different
statement to that which he made in this
House on a former occasion, when he said
that it was not the prime function of the
Government to secure the happiness of the
people.

That is to

[24 Juzvy.]
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The PreMiER: I would like to know where
that quotation is from.

Mr. HUXHAM : It is in Hansard.
The PremiER: I should like to see the con-
text.

Mr. HUXHAM: The context is just as
convincing as what I have quoted. The hon.
gentleman will find it in Hansard, vol. eiii.,
page 102. This is what he said—

“1 do not’ allow that the prime func-
tion of any Government is to secure the
happiness of the people.”

I imagine that the prime function of any
Government is to secure the happiness of the
people. )

CprogiTioON HdEMBEXS: MHeur, Loar!

Mr. HUXHAM: If not, we shall find this
discontent that is going about at the present
time will become more acute. Hon. men-
bers should lay themselves ocut to ma_k? the
people happy---1I do not say to make them
contented, because there are some people who
will always be discontented. It is the du{.-,y
of the Government, as far is in them lies, to
endeavour to make the people happy iLI‘Id to
remeve causes of discontent. Not only in
Queensiand and w Australia, bai in every
civilised country, we find great activity on
the part of the people in grasping for some-
thing better than they have had in the past,
and something better than their fo;’ebe'ars
have had. That is a very commendable aspira-
tion, and this pasty has so recognised the
position that it is out for all time for Some-
thing that is going to make for the upultllig
of the people. If that were not so, we woul
be uscless as a party. Here we have the big
working class, representing fuhyI 85 or 9
per cent. of the population. Are these people
always to be subordinated to the other 10 or
15 per cent., and to be mere hewers of wood
and drawers of water? The fact is you have
gone the wrong way to work about the
business. The schoolmaster has been abrogd;
you have made provision for primary and
secondary schools, and Universitics, to de-
velop the mentality and morality of the
people; and whilst that is going on you may
rely upon it that these aspzratlogs are not
going to be quenched, but wnl‘ Laecoine
stronger and stronger. (Hear, bear!) I be-
lieve as the Government gives way in their
antipathy to this great social moyeinent, they
will find even themseclves to alter, because
we cannot be in contact with good or 1bf).d
without feeling that we are made good or
bad in the same degree. Every influence
for good cperates on ell h_voa, and I‘thmk
we shall have a mush better conception of
ourselves and of cur duties ;
vernment and Opposition if we recegnise
it is not all bad on this side, even g I sy
itisnot all bad on the Government sid We
have had indicotions during this Parliament,
when bhon. members have said thut they are
willing to do this and that fQ1' g
of the people. For instance, *the hen. mem-
ber for Fascifern was very open, and it was
gratifying to me to Teel that ho cculd recog-
niss that the fairest thing had not besn done
for the people. (Hesr, hesr!) If we are
like-minded in these matters on both _sides,
let us have a programme; you con bring if
in now—in fact, I am open to offer on be-
half of this side—although I am not autho-
rised to do so—that if the Government adopt
a plank of the Labour platform, the Labour
party will help to carry it through.

o Hurkam.]
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Mr, O'SvLrzvan: Don’s they say that they
are the Lubour party now?
The PrEmiru: The true Labour party.
Mr. HUXHAM: There is the opportunity,
and we will not take exception if the Co.
vernment take any single plank of the
Labour platiorm and put it into operation,
because we want to see if through. 1t is not
that we wsnt to be on the Treasury benches
merely to do it, because there is plenty for
us to do after that is put into operation.
There is no stagnation sbout us, We pur-
pose, as far as we can, to luy oursclves outto
make the happiness of the people more
assured in the community in the future than
it has been in the past. and we are very wise
in doing i (Hear, hear!) Theve is one
thing thut has intercsiod me in this discus-
sion—the matter which was brought forward
by the hoa. member for Ithaca with refer-
euce to abattoirs. I am not seized of the
whole of the facts of the casw as they existed
at the time, but from what I gathered then,
and frem what I have learned since, I feel
that #his is sbolutely essential for the wel-
fare of the prople. 1 am glad the Minister
for Agriculture is here, bocauss I believe he
wants informsation on the matter T wish to
bring forward. He might take it first-hand,
and I shall be very pleased to give him
cerfain omissions that are essentizl to him
to mike his inquirics complete. The ques-
tion of abaitoirs is one of great public con-
coryl, as it desls with the food supply of the
people. The meat should be healthy in the
first place; it should be slaughtered under
good conditions, and the people should re-
ceive it in their homes in a ¢ condition for
them to eat—absolutely sound meat. Al
though we are very strict in the Health
Act Amendment Act which vas brought in
recently, there is something lacking in re-
gard to the meat carts which are taken
about the city. These meat carts generally
supply meat to the poorer classes. They are
loaded up early in the morning, simply
jammed full of meat, and the ventilation, is
of a very indifferent sort. If Fou look at
the tail end of the cart, 1t makes you feel
that you will not eat an ounce of meat, again,
80 repulsive is it Put these carts are
allowed t5 go reund, supplying meat not to
the well-to-do-people, but to the poorer
people. The man who drives the cart has
just been holding the reirs, and his hands
are full of gressc: he will grab the meat and
cut ii up. and you can imagine what the
state of the meat may be by the time that ib
has gone round the whole of the district and
it comes to the last one to serve with meat.
The SECPETARY ¥OR AGRICULTURE: No, the
one who is going round must wash his hands.

Mr. HUXHAM: Tt is well that he should
do so, or else he must carry something aboui
to cleans» his hands. I sm certain that the
would not be one to eat this carrion

cann czll it nothing else. I think that
this should come under the most strich super-
vision, because the health of the people is
absolutely ¢ssential if we want to bring up
a better class of people. - Dr. Saleeby, in his
work on ‘Parenthood snd Race Culture,”
lays it down that it is ewsential that we
should look after our poonle from the cradle
to the grave. The health of the people is a
matter which it is essential for the Glovern-
ment to tzke in hand arsl granple with, not-
withstanding any expense or trouble, in such
a way that the people are goinz to be bene-
fitod by it.

[Mr. Huzham.
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Mr. Harpacre: In Sydney they are going
to have wire gauze to keop away the flies;
here they have nothing.

Mr. Trour: The hon. memniber is talking
about cush carts, and you are talking about
shops.

Mr. Harpacre: No, I am talking about
meat.  (Laughter.)

Mr. HUXHAM: I am ialking about cash

carts. I want to draw the attent fon] of the
Minister for Agriculture to the lazk of
vision in the killing of pigs. I will

ae following extract, so that there can
be no mistake as to the fucts—

“On Tuesday, 9ith July instant, a
cockie farmer drove from Teowong to
South Brisbsne and offered to J—ro
B—— four pigs ranging in weight
from 75 lb. to 90 lb. They locked good
on inspection, but the price asked, 1d.
per lb., aroussd suspicion, as the maurket
price is from 8id. to 4d. per Ib. In-
quiries elicited the man’s unxiety to quit
the pigs was due to his wanting to
cscape the inspector, as pig disease was
known by the depurtment to be in his
neizhbouvrhood.

“If this meat war not discased why

the price so low, and why was it
brought in so surreptitiously?”
Mr. Trou¥: Becauss be had stolen it.

Mr. HUYHAM: No, T am simply stating
factz. It is not & question of stealing, be-
cause the man was killing his own pigs, bub
they came from a district which had been
declared o be infected. The testimony of the
hon. member for Ithaca is sufficient for me.
I think the hon. member for ¥noggera is
scrupulous in the ~way he carries out his
business, and it is to protect that hon. mem-
ber aad other reputable butrhers t}}:),t I want
to sce more care shown in the sleughter of the
cattle. .

Mr. THEODORE interjected. )

Mr. Troutr: The hon. member for Chillagoe
gives nobody credit fer being honest.

HMr. HUNHAXM: I would n 't
think the hon. member for Chii
it in hurd, and somatimes it is deserved.

Mr. TrovT: And very vindictive.

Slr. HUXHARM: I would not say that. He
simply mesns business. He is straight from
the shoulder, and I esn scarcel say he is
wrong in so Geing. Tempsoramentsily, I am
entirely diffevent ; 1 suppose 1 have1 a
little more of swvaviter in medo in me. The
extrucl goes on—

“The pigs wore cle
but there 1s cvery i
scrupulovs butcher buying them, and
selling  them ther as joints or put
through the mincing-machine for small
goods.”

The SEC&PTARY FOR AGsICULTURE: Let me
tell you thut we have killed in the last few
wesks over 8060 pigs within a 10-mile radius
of Brisbaue; we are killing 150 pigs to-day,
and we are killing every pig within 10 miles
of Brishane.

Mr. HUXHAM: I am very glad to_hear
it. The very fact of my bringing this up
has given the House information which it
would probably not have had otherwise.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: That in-
formation has been published in the Press

out quickly,
ty of a less
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week after week for the last five or six
weeks. The only two factories slaughtering
pigs are the one at Oxley and the one at
Zillmere; and we have men there all day
and every day.

Mr. HUXHAM: That proves that the
Minister has missed the point, namely, that
this farmer killed his own pigs, brought
them to town, and wanted to unload them
at this place.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: We can-
not keep an inspector in every farmer’s
house.

Mr, HUX¥HAM: I am not blaming the
Minister for lack of supervision. What I
want to do is to so impress him with the
importancs of this question that not many
months will elapse before public abattoirs
are established and nobody will be allowed
to slaughter a beast for human consumption
save under proper inspection.

Th2 SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: The
only thing is that some informers get hold
of—

My, HUXHAM: I will give the hon.
gentlernan the name of the man to whom
the pigs were offered.

Ths SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
more than the leader of the
would do.

3Mr. BowxaN: I would not give you the
name of 2 man that you might persecute
him.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULIURE: I have
got the name, and if I spesk I shall use it,
too.

MMr. HUXHAM: 1 insisted on the name,
so that I might give it to the Minister for
Agriculiure under the rose. He will then
be able to make inquiries; and his inspec-
tor can ge? the information at first hand.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: [ will
be pleased to get the name.

My, HUXIIAM: In connection with the
selling of meat at the South Brisbane muni-
cipal markets, I wish to say that for the
last ien weeks, I am told, the meat has
been sold on Ssturdsy mornings without
the Government stamp attachad.

The SiCRETARY POR AGRICULTURE: That is
a maiier for the Health Department.

Mr. HUXHAM: And I am told that
calves under the regulation weight have
been slaughtered.

The SECRETARY TFOR AGRICULTURE: We
traced one man, and he cleared out of the
Stute. That shows how keen we arc in the
matter.

Mr. HUXHAM: What I say is that the
supervision iz not sufficient, and it is up to
the Minister to consider the necessity of
having more inspectors. With respect to
the question of immigration, the remarks
of ths hon. member for Carnarvon last night
cuused a great deal of amusement, but tiey
difying. I regard the matter
onn not from the advantage to
nigrants coming here, but from their
to the State. Some years ago in New
Houth Wales, when the question of immi-
gration was brought up, Mr. Joseph Car-
ruthers, who had just resigned fromn the
premiership, stated that it was very unwise
for New South Wales to undertake immigra-
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tion, because, he said, “They all drift
here.’” And that has been the cuse ever
since. It seems hard that we should put

our hends into our pockets to bring out
immigrants that others may get the benefit.
And scientifically it has been proved to be
of no effect. If you force immigration to
a place it is always detrimental to the
people.

The PREMIER:
“forcing immigration

Mr. HUXHADM : Forcing them in the way
we are doing—forcing and inducing them to
come. The Chief Secrotary will know that
when immigration ageats go home they tell
specious stories.

The Pre:ier: We are confining immigra-
tion to nominstions now.

Nr, HUZIIAM : At the present time. The
unwisdom of immigration was shown by a
man who made a very clear investigation
into the matter—2&ir. Francis Walker, of the
United States of America. who conducted
the census of 1870 and thas of 1880. He has
written works on statistics and economical
itomigration, and he stated in one of his
works that in the United States from 1790
to 1830, a period of forty years, the Ameri
can population increased from 4,500,000 to
13,000,000 by natural increase; but in the
forty years after that, notwithstanding a
big influx of immigrants, the incrcase was
only about 10,000 more than if therc had
heen no immigration.

The SKCRETARY FOR AGuIoULivkE: The
growth of the black population was bigger
than that of the white population; and they
arc all counted.

Hr. MUXIAM: Thea we have our own
cxperierse. Wotwithstanding the large
number of peopls brought into the place
from 1907 to the present time, there has
been a gradual falling off in the natural
inereass.  In 1907 the rate per 100 of births
over deaths was 1.69; in 1908 it was _the
ssme; in 1999 it went up to 1.80; in 1910
the rate was the same; but in 1910 it fell
to 1.74. I wizh to point out to hon. members
’ how fer ws have gono in this
[4.30 p.m.] matter, and to Iimpress upon

them the fact that the increase
in our population in 1811 as compared with
1510 was onlr Gfteen souls, notwithstanding
the 5 thet we introduerd 14,000 immi-
during that period. Such a condition
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15 ought to be grsppled with. In
pravicus years the increas
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ion was boetween <
[sst year it was only 15
to the Commonwealth Statistician.

statizst gives the figures &3 ninetssm

Our own
: I SO‘:IIS,
bu i differcnce belwoen the twe sutho-

is & mere bagatelle. My tention
s where peopls go into a country m
large numbers snd interfers with the em-
ployment and indusiry of the people alrendy
there, the natural increase in the popula-
tion ie diminished. As Mr. Walker has

vinted out. if a men who is resident In a
is not up to the sitanderd required in
smereial age, he is driven out In
of the foreigmer - s to the
o, I sav that if we bro up our
S fron childhosd to manhosd with the
§ care, we should f£ind that the
natu imoresse in our population would
be normal, and that would be a great benefit
to ths Stste. The prople who are here are
inured to the climate and the conditions of
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employment, they would grow up with a
knowledge that ¢verything was going - well,
and vould lead decent lives, which they
cannot do at the present time. Dr. Saleeby,
in his volum: on his work in the slums of
London, says that 90 per cent. of the chil-
dren in those slums are .born healthy, and
that it is simply their subsequent environ-
ment_that is the unmaking of them. It is
our duty to look after our children in such
a way as will enable them to grow up to a
healthy and usoful manhood and woman-
hood, and for that reason I maintain that
we should so care for our children that where
a mother is left a widow, or in the case of
a foster-mother, we should look after their
children, and see that they are supplied with
wholesome food, wholesome clothing, and
wholescme surrcundings. A £85 per annum
grant to widows and to foster-mothers to
support neglac or orphan children is one
of the best investments we could enter upon
as Iar as the State is coucerned. Not only
does it afford us a moral advantage, but it
also affords us financial gain, because the
£1 5s. that sgeive from the Common-
wealth 1y e nt to & per ecant. on the
money inve i am satisfied that young
children decent surroundings, and
by spending money to give them those sur-
roundi we bring them up a credit to
the State, inasmuch us we improve their
morality and mentality, as well as their
physical well-being. I do not want in this
mafter to discriminate between mothers and
foster-mothers. I had a very pleasureable
expericnee the other day when visiting two
orphan children who were in charge of a
foster-mother. The older child rushed into
the woman’s arms, and it was evident that
both had » great affection for their foster-
mother. I afterwards found that both these
children were illegitimate. I could not help
feeling an interest in the youngsters, and
feeling that they were worth caring for,
notwithstanding the circumstances of their
birth. (Hear, hear!) I am not going to
advocate  general immorality, but I say
those children were born here, and they
belong tc us. I take exception to a remark
which was made ths other day at a public
gathering in connection with the Salvation
Army with regard to the £5 benus being
handed to rothors whose children were born
out of wodlock. However, I shall not deal
with that subject at any length, as there are
sevecal other matters I wich to mention.
The point is that children born here belong
to us, whether they are horn in wedlock or out
of wadlock, and the talk about morality in
that connecction does not appeal to me.  No
girl is roing to suffer the trouble of carry-
ing a ¢thild for that time and caring for it
afterwards merely for the paltry £5 bonus
will receive from the Commonwealth.

Mr. Coyng: It is too ridiculous.

Mr. HUXHAM: It'is too ridiculous to
imagine such a thing. I was pleased to
notice from the business paper that the hon.
member for Windsor proposes to bring for-
ward a private Bill for the protection of
mothers, which is a measure that I will sup-
port. I am satisfied that every member on
this side of the House will give his support
to any measure which has for its object the
care and protection of mothers, no matter
from what quarter it may come. There is
another matter I wish to refer to, and that
is the strike. I am not going to touch upon
this matter very much, because I think our
-case has-been amply vindicated by the hon.

[3Mr. Hucham.
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member for Chillagoe and the hon. member
for Barcoo in particular. They made out
an admirable case. I took a part in that
strike, and I do not know of any strike
which I have taken part in that appealed to
me so much as that ome. My reason for
saying that is that the strike was on a matter
of principle rather than on a question of
money. The money matter always grates on
my nerves, though I know that our people
need the money. But when men come out
as strongly as those men did on a matter
of principle, they well deserved the remark
made by the lender of the Opposition when
he said he was proud of the men for stand-
ing up for the principles they believed in.
(Hear, hear!) The remarks which have been
made towards members on this side of the
House, especially the hon. member for War-
rego and others who took part in that strike,
were absolutely undeserved. We know that
it was insinuated that the leader of the
Opposition was a coward, that he tried to
shirk his duties as leader of that move-
ment, and we find others spoken of
as having shielded themselves behind the
women. They needed to do nothing of the
sort. I never came across a class of men who
looked at the matter so fair and square and
who went into that strike as did the rank
and file. The men who came out on strike
came out on matters of principle, and, when
I see men doing that, I am ready to defend
them and stand shoulder to shoulder with
them. The money question does not trouble
me much. I hate strikes as 1 hate the devil.
(Laughter.) There is no doubt about that.
They not only bring trouble in the house,
but they go a long way towards losing
friendships and shattering them even after
they have existed for a term of years. No
one wants strikes. I had the same experi-
ence in the last strike. Becausc I stood by
the men who went out on strike, th.ere are
men who were formerly friends of mine who
have since given me the cold shoulder, and
some of them have gone so far as to say
that they will not do any more business
with me. That does not concern me very
much. Huxham is never concerned about
people not doing business with him so long
as he can make sufficient out of his business
to keep his wife and children and live de-
cently. (IHear, hear!) So long as I can
pay my bills I am quite satisfied. So far
as the strike is concerned, I am with every-
one of my friends who took part in_ it, be-
cause they did nothing to intensify the
trouble. Their motives were misunderstood.
There was a great misconception about what
they were doing. No man could have done
more than the leader of the Opposition to
allay the trouble. No man could have done
more than Mr. Bowman did on that unfor-
tunate Friday to keep the men quiet. (Hear,
hear!}) I wus there and saw the whole thing.
Although we have been challenged and
flouted we have the proof of what the people
thought about it, because in the very centre
where the sirike took place the people of
Brisbane exercised their votes in such a way
as to give us a marvellous increase in the
number of votes recorded for the Labour
party, with the result that we returned our
man. That does not look as if we are such
scoundrels in the eyes of the people of Bris-
bane. There is another matter of some im-
portance which I wish to bring forward, and
it is one that was mentioned by the hon.
member for Murilla. He challenged us on
the question of the women and children
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being batoned, and I said that I saw it, and
I presume the hon. member took my word
for it. I would also like to refer to another
matter, the point of which was missed by Mr.
Finlayson in the House of Representatives,
that is the question of the badge. In the
first place I would like to read two letters
bearing on this subject which I think should
be absolutely convincing. They come from
the strike *‘ Bulletin,”” but they need not be
any less convincing because of that. The
names are appended to the letters, and they
tell their own story. If they are wrong they
should be prosecuted. I will read the first
letter relating to the batoning of women- and
children.

The SPEAKER: Order! Does the hon.
member propose to read a private letter?

Mr. HUXHAM: No.
Mr. Covng: It is a published letter.

Mr. HUXHAM : This letter has been pub-
lished.

The SPEAKER: The hon. member must
know that I have asked hon. members to re-
frain from reading private letters. The hon.
gentleman may quote the contents of the
letter and also the name of the writer. If
it is an cfficial letter, or a letter that has
anything to do with the Administration, he
may read it in full, but if it is a private
letter the hon. member will be out of order
in reading it.

Mr. MorpHY: Just give the name of the
writer and quote the whole letter.

Mr. HUXHAM: This letter is signed by
Sydney Cook, and refers to the fact that
women and children were batoned while
they were trying to get bread.

The SPEAKER: The hon. member is
quite at liberty to quote from the letter but
not to read it.

My, HUXHAM: But hon. members will
not gst the benefit of the expressions in the
letter unless I read it all.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber is quite in order to quote on the floor
of the House any letter that he may have
ived, but he is not at liberty to read
vate letter. If the letter is an official
one, or relates to any act of administration,
the hon. member would be entitled to read
it. The leader of the Opposition, earlier in
this debate, was allowed to read letters from
associations, but it would be manifestly a
prostitution of Parliamentary privileges to
allow private letters or individual letters to
be read in this House. I propose to dis-
allow it.

Mr. HUXHAM : This letter is signed by
“Bydney Cook,” and he says that he wit-
nessed the batoning of women and children
when they were frying to get bread from
Enever’s bakery in Leichhardt séreet.
(PTARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRU/ITION :
hurt ?

»oEITION MEMBERS : Yes.

#r. KiIrwaN: Ask Sergeant Casey.

_The Beerprasy ror PUBLIC INSTRUCYION :
Where were they taken to?

Mr. HIUXIIAM : They were taken home,
I suppose, and I want to emphasise this
fact.

The HoME SECRETARY: The hon. member
does not believe a word of it.
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Mr. HUXHAM: The Home Secretary is
absolutely - wrong, as I do believe it.

The Howus SecreraRY: I don’t think you
do.

Mr. HUXHAM: One thing I was going
to emphasise in connection with this matter
is the fact that the wife of a police con-
stable in the employ of the Governmsni
was assaulted, and she was willing to go
and give evidence to that effect.

Mr. CoyneE: Sworn evidence.

Mr. HUXHAM: Yes, sworn evidence.
She was the wife of a constable.

The Hoye SncreTary: It is a most ex-
traordinary thing that he never made a
statement about it to the Home Depart-
ment.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber for Buranda has possession of the chair,
and I hope the Home Secretary will allow
him to proceed.

Mr. HUXHAM: I am satisfied that the
Home Sceoretary did not want to embarrass
me. We are very good friends, but, of
course, he wants to protect his department.
That was a fact all the same. These things
did happen. The position was this: The
Government gave carte blanche to the Com-
missioner of Police to do what he thought
was best.

Mr. Covxe: And he told the police to do
what they liked. :

Mr. HUXHAM: VYes; and they caine
down on the people like a lot of Huns in-
stead of like civilised people.

The SPRAKKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber has occupied the time allowed him by
the Standing Orders. Is it the wish of the
House that the hon. member be granted an
extension of fime?

HoxoURABLE MEMBERS:
no ! -

The SPEAKER: The “ Noes” have it.

Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani): I should like to
compliment some of the young members on
their speeches, though at the same time I
must say that I have never heard so weak
an attack upon the Government policy from
the other side before. Their criticism has
been confined to the question of public
abattoirs—which I understand is being dealt
with at the present time—and their adminis-
tration during the recent strike. Without
going into the question of the strike just
now, I think that any impartial mind will
concede that the Government’s conduct of
affairs during that period compared more
than favourably with what took place in
Adelaide during the strike there in 1910.
There has been a sort of pious opinion ex-
pressed that had it not been for the strike
the Government would not now be in office.
With that opinion I beg to differ. I con-
sider that the legislation which they have
passed fully justifies our position on ‘the
right of the Chair. Take some of the legisla-
tion passed last session. Tald the Workers’
Dwellings Act, and the Health Act, for the
better securing of pure food for the people
and for the checking of various abuses.
Then take the Sugar Works Act, one pro-
vision in which has not been sufficiently en-
larged upon. In that measure for the first
tizie it has been laid down that it is swithin
the rights of Parliament to check anything
in the shape of exploitation on the part of
private companies. I refer to that provision

Mr. Swayne.]
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in the Act which prevents any company
established under the Act from paying any
dividend in excsss of a certain amount. The
Workers” Dwellings Act should specially ap-
peal to those who object to the system of
landlordism. Aliogether, I think that many
of the measures passed by the Government
last session entitle them to a continuance of
the people’s confidence, leaving out of con-
sideration such outside issues as the strike.
Then again take their railway policy; and
in a young country like this I think that
must come even before industrial legislation.
In a young country like this, the inost im-
portant task in front of us is to open up
our vast areas, and unless there is railway
communication that iz hopeless. The vigor-
ous railway policy of this Government has
placed us in the proud position of owning
more railways per head than any other
country in the world, and of building rail-
ways at a greater rate than any two of the
more populous States of the Commonwealth.
I think that our claim to be judged upon our
policy alone was quite sufficient to entitle
us to the confidence bestowed upon us by
the people. Coming to our opponents, L do
not think that any of them have so far
during this debate justified their policy. I
do not think we have heard any advocacy of
their policy of nationalisation of all the
means of production, exchange, and distribu-
tion, and I was waiting to hear some justi-
fication of it. I feel safe in saying that ull
they can offer in the way of policy is the
penalisation and the discouragement of every-
thing in the shape of enterprise and in-
dustry. I further ask what is likely to be
the future of any country in which thouse
qualities are discouraged? If they were to
attain to office and carried out their policy
of nationalising everything in the shape of
indusirial enterprise and discouraging every-
thing in the shape of private endeavour
in that direction, what would be the
future of our young country? Coming
back to our railways, I regret there
is .o reierence in the Governor’s Speech
—as there was in the Speech of last
session—to the building of some lines by
private contracts. Many hon. members have
urged that we should go zlow in the matter
of railway construction, but at the same time
1 do not think the Opposition have laid their
finger upon any itemn that should be omitted.
In my opinion every railway that has becn
projected is partisularly desirable if we
are to build up Queensland. At the same
time, it behoves those who have the task of
guarding the public purze to see that we get
fair value for the money we spend in this
direction. After travelling over some of
the lines in progress,” I am sorry to say that
there appears to be something like a de-
liberate attempt to introduce the ‘ca
canny’’ systesn in connection with our rail-
way construction, and this, if allowed to con-
tinu=a, will cost the taxpayers dear. On the
North Coast Railway, for instance, farmers’
zons, who have been brought up to do a fair
day’s work fo® a fair day’s pay, when they
wont to work on the railway, proceedsd to
put this rule into practice, but they were
warned—to use their own words—by leading
lights in the Amalgamated Workers’ Associa-
tion that they were not to work like that,
but were to go slow. If that is the case—and
I hsd it on good authority—it iz a most
serious matter.

Mr. BErTRAM : You do not believe it, do
you?

[Mr. Swayne.
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Mr. SWAYNE: I have also been on the
duplication of the line between here and
Toowoomba, and I am sorry to say that I
have reason to bclieve that very much the
same state of affairs exists there. If such
is the case, it means an addition of fully
25 per cent. to the cost of the railways we
have in hand. That is to say, that for
works for which we shall have to pay
£10,000,000, we should only have to pay
£7,500,000, and in the interests of the tax-
payers, and more particularly in the intcrests
of the primary producers, upon whose shoul-
ders the bulk of the burden will fall, I enter
iy protest. Under the Railways Act of 1806,
if there is a deficit on a line, 3 por cent. on
the cost of construstion is to b made good
by the ratepayers in the benefited area, and
on the North Coast, for instance, they are
rearly sltogether producers, and where thab
does not apply beavy freizht rates on pro-
duce will be requisitz to pay inferest upon
the exbra expenditure so caused. In their in-
terests I commend this point to the con-
sideration of those in charge of the Railway
Department. Possibly I shall give further
details on the Railway Estimates, but in dis-
cussing the policy of the Government on the
Address in Reply it is not desirsble to go
meach into details, rather to deal with broad
questions of policy. I should like to see a
check instituted by building some of our
lines by contract. The department can make
an estimate of the probable cost of a line.

‘They should call for tenders, and they them-

celves should tender. If they are successful,
and it is found that their expenditure largely
oxceeds their estimate, then we can call them
to account for it. We recognise thatb with
our heavy financial responsibilities 1n con-
nection with railway construction this is a
point worthy of attention.

Mr. O’SuLLivan: Do you believe in the
contract system of railway construction?

Mr. SWAVYNE: Uader some conditions I
do, and I am sorry to say that if what I
have noticed in some cases is In any wajy
general throughout the whole of our railway
consiruction, we could not be worse off
than what we are under our present system.
At any rate, vhat I am proposing now
is not a total revolution of our policy in
that matter. What I ask for iz siviply a
check contract to be let, in order that we
may see how we are getting on. Let the
two systems worlc together side bx side, and
then we can form an opinion as to which is
best. Surely those who advocate day labour
in season and out of season, ro matter what
the cost may be, are not afraid of com-
parisons ?

Mr. Kmmwan: No, we are not.

Mr. SWAYNE: Will the hon. member
support the letting of some lines, at any rate,
by contract? The unfortunate part of the
business is that some of the hon. members
interjecting do not represent those w}xxo have
to “pay the piper” if there i+ a lous I
happen to do so.

Mr. KmwaN: You remember the Robb
arbitration casc; that is the contract system
for you. )

Mr. SWAVNE : If what I have scen iz in
any way general, the Robb arbitration case
will be simply a flea-bite to the mon«y which
is being spent under the present systerd.

Mr. Kirwax: Then you have the depart-
mental officers.
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Mr. SWAYNE: Coming to other matters,
I intended to remark that the repressive
policy that has been advocated by the other
side, this constant harassing of those who are
developing our primary industries, must have
an ill-effect. I am afraid that already that
has been shown to be the case. I mnoticed
figures were quoted showing the excess of
our imports over our exports. 1 think it
was shown that during the first four months
of this year the value of our imports has
exceaded our exports by nearly £5,000,000,
speaking for the whole of Australia. That
discloses a serious state of things. It shows
what through artificial conditions we have
imposed upon ourselves to a large extent,
and there is also the fear that more drawic
conditions will be exercised in the future.
There is an unwillingness to invest in the
development of our resources.

Mr. O’SuLnivan: Do jou mean the sugar
industry ?

Mr. SWAVYNE: Amongst other things. I
notice that this year instcad of an increase,
there is a decresse in our acresge. I do not
think the departmental report is yet avail-
able, but I undersiand that the figures this
year are something like 130,000 acves under
cane, as compared with 141,000 last yeur.
Therc is somsthing wrong about that.

Mr. Kmrwan: The Government won’t build
the mills.

Mr. SWAYNE: Quite apart from those
mills. When we were dealing with the
141,000 acres there was no shortage of mill
power then; therefore, there can be no
shortage with 130,000. A good deal is owing
to the fzar of harassing conditions and labour
troubles, and so on; such strikes, for instance,
as the sugar strilke. There is not the increase
of land under the plouzh that we should have
expected ti sec in Queensiand, and I contend
that it can be shown to be owing to the dis-
couragement of everything in the shape of
private enterprise that we see shown on the
other side.

Mr. O’SuLrivan: Drysdale does not think
that when he is building a mill on the Lower
Burdekin.

Mr, SWAYNE: He is under exceptionally
favourable conditions. I am speaking more
particularly about the small grower. A good
deal has been said about the tactics pursued
during the recent campaign. I have here a
manifesto circulated by the Opposition dur-
ing the recent campaign. I leave it to the
House to say what justice there is in such
paragraphs as this. It states—

“Not a single mcasure for the benefit
of the workers and the vast majority
of the people has been enacted by the
Denham Government. It has struck no
blow at a public evil; it has made the
conditions of life no easier for any man
whose labours have advantaged the com-
munity.”

On the face of that they must know it is
untrue. Xon. members have quoted mea-
sures which were passed last session which
show that such a charge is false. 'Then
take this paragraph—

“Millions raised by loan at heavy cest
to the couniry are being squandered on
railways that no one professes to be-
lieve will pay; that everybody knows
will affect no genuine settlement; that
are not, as a matter of plain truth, de-
signed for any other purpose than that
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of putting fortunes into the pockets of
absentee sheep and caitle owners, and

enhancing the value of ,grit’. s held
by loan and mortgage ageucles.
In the face of that, cur reilways at the

present iime are returni :
£3 18s. per cont. on tho money invested in
theis, and yet the other sids has the eifron-
tery to publish such a statament as this! Do
vou wonder, if that was what z}pv were
depending upon to sscure the =nif ‘of
the ele s, thet they wers roturnsa with
such a small minority?

g sowmwthing over
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Ir. SWAYNE:
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Mr. BaRwan s of 40,080 votes.

Referriny to the strike,
s siraply a quaresl iwoen
ay company und its em-
rith the object of making
ital oud of i, we fnd that a
in party tad {he trouble, although
the matisr in wux Lefore the courd
Whet did it tor if .
months elapsad? Thers was no justification
for the low and distrs caused by their
sction. The men on these framlines had
been working under the conditions then pre-
vuiling for years.

Mr. Bowmax: They had Leen tyrannised
over for years.

Mr. SWAYNE: Would it have bean any
hardship for them if they had worked even
months befors the award was made? Would
it not have been far better than impeosing
the loss that it did on the community, seeing
that it was only over a badge.

ey

Mr. Hazpacse: Men getting sacked all
the time.

Mr. SWAYNEH: Strictures have been
made on the Government owing to ihe steps
they took to preserve pcacs and order.
When we had members on ths other side
using such expressions as the on: sde use
of by Mr. Collins, urging the people to

steal

air, Kirwax: Cardinal Munaning said that.

Mr. EWAYNE:
Russia there might be soms
but there is not the siight xcuse for any-
thing of the kind in Australia. Again, we
had the hon. member for Warregs boasting
of having dcestroyed the trade of Brisbane.
As an illustration, I need only refcr to the
coal shipments, which were only 800 odd
tons in the February during the strile as

was sald in
ground for it,

against 421,000 tons in Februsry, 1811 The
whole thing was most unjustifiable.
Mr. - HARDACRE: You ought to blame

Dadger for it.

Mr. SWAVNE: DBecanse they happened
to disazrec about the badge, 2 question that
would have becn sottled by the Arbitration
Court in any case, that was no resson }vh}’
large quantities of produce should be sp_oﬂed,
as happened the Mourilyan shipment; it was
no resson why forty-thres unions should be
called out, and large numbers of people not
concerned in the dispute brought into the
matter. An attempt has besn made to com-
pare the situation here with that which pre-
vailed in Great Britain; but there is no
analogy, because in Australia we have tri-
bunals specially appointed to deal with such
troubles, whereas in the old country they have
ncthing of the kind. I do not sar that em-
ployers are always right, and I guite recog-
nise that where no other means of redress
exist people sometimes have to strike in

Mr. Swayne.]
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order to get their rights; but where there
are arbitration courts, wages boards, and
so on, the unions have no more right to
attempt to coerce others and resort to force
than a private individual has to take the
law into his own hands.

Mr. FoLey: Do you deny the right of the
tramway men to strike?

Mr. SWAYNE: Yes; seeing that their
case was already set down for hearing before
Mr. Justice Higgins. I was in Brisbane dur-
ing the strike, and I could give plenty of
details, but there is no need to do so. The
IHome Secretary mentioned the acts of vio-
lence; and I believe he was preity correct;
but some that came under my notice he did
not give. For instance, when he told us
about that lorry trying to get from Roma
street to the brewery yard, he did not men-
tion the way the police were pursued and
stoned in the yard afterwards.

Mr. KirwAN: Bunkum! I was there.

Mr. SWAYNE: So was I; and I know
what I am talking about. The question of
the strike has been worn threadbare; but
before I sit down I wish to refer to another
strike—one that was fully discussed last
session. I refer to the sugar strike. Seeing
that it was resurrccted during this debate,
I do not fecl dispesed to let the opportunity
go by without doing my Dest to set right
the misrepresentations that have again
been made. have been five years in
this House, and I thought I was well
aware of the lengths to which the imagina-
tion of hon. members opposite would
lead them; but I think I must give first
place to the hon. mcmber for Cairns, a
¢ member, for his soaring flights into
rexims of fiction when he gave his ac-
count of the sugar strike. Briefly, the men
in the sugar districts had no desire to strike.
Tho object of the strike was simply to com-
pel every worker in the sugar districts to
contribute to the political funds of the
unions, and make it 1mpossible for any man
who did not subscribe to their political doc-
trines to obtain employment in the industry.
The Australian Workers’ Union had been
considered ineligible for registration as a
trade society because of their socialistic
objective, yet their object was to make
it impossible for anyone to earn his living
in the canefields unless he subscribed to
their destrines whether those doctrines were
right or wrong.

Mr. BowmaN Was not that dispute last
vear in connection with wages and hours?

Mr. SWAYNE: There was a means of
settling that.

Mr. BowuaX: Was not that the basis?
‘Why try to mislead the House?

Mr. SWAYNE: I am going to read at
some length from the speech of the hon.
membar for Cairns, First of all he remarked
thas the men had no constitutional means of
redressing their grievances. 1 say again
that the the wages board. Then the
houn. 1 ar said—

*I krow many of the farmers were
rot against the demands of the Aus-
tralian Workers’ Union. In support of
that statement I suy that every demand
wo made on the furmer has been granted
to us to-dur, in North Queensland at
least.”

In regard to the attitude of the farmers, 1
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have the report of a meeting of the farmers
in the Mackay district—I suppose the largest
in the State, numbering 1,500 or 1,600; and
they placed on record their opinion in refer-
ence to the demand of the Amalgamated
Workers’ Union, as follows:—

“That, in reference to the demands
of the Amalgamated Workers’ Union,
compliance with them will render it im-
possible to grow sugarcane with any
profit to the producer; that the canc-
growers are perfectly willing fo meet
their employees on a legaHy. appointed
wages board, and that pending the ap-
pointment of such, canegrowers are sall
requested to resist demands of such an
extortionate character.”

That resolution was passed at a large meet-
ing of farmers in one of our largest sugar
districts.

‘Mr. LexNON: Were they not reasonable
demands?

Mr. KIRWAN:
tionate.

He says they were extor-

Mr. SWAYNE: Certainly. I may as well
say that these demands included an eight-
hour day in the field, which men with full
knowledge and experience in this matter—
which is not possessed by members on the
other side—consider to be perfectly impos-
sible in the conditions of feld work. I
would like to say that the industry is under
the control of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, and the Minister of Trade and Cus-
toms has power to substantially penalise any
grower not according fair conditions of em-
ployment, and under the circumstances such
an industry should have been exempt from
troubles of this kind. The hon. member
goes on to say—

“They were justified, and if that was
so, why did the Government back up a
powerful monopoly and force on this
strike 77

The Government did not force on the strike
in any way. Of course, the monopoly re-
forred to 1s the Colonial Sugar Refining
Company, but that company only came into
the question very slightly. Their mills were
more lightly affected than the other mills;
but, of course, the Colonial Sugar Refining
Company is the old gag, which is brought up
every time, in season and out of season,
entirely irrespective of the fact that it may
have mno application to the argument.
Again, he says—

“For years the old sugar-workers’
union attempted to get a wages board
—the thing we hear so much about from
the other side. It was not granted.”

I do not know that any attempt was made
by them to get a wages board.

Mr. McCoruack: That shows your ignors
ance.

Mr. SWAVYNE: Can the hon. member
give me any authenticated case in which
they tried or attempted to get a wages
board? I have not heard of any. Again—

“Why was it not granted? Because
the Colonial Sugar Refining Company
circularised the millers, advising them
to bhave nothing to do with a wages
board.”

That is rather too Iudicrous. I shall read
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an advertisement presently emanating from
the hon. member’s own organisation which
entirely disproves that statement—

“For years we found no wages beard
was granted to those men. As the men
could not get any redress that way, they
formed one union which could fight for
them, and did fight for them, and the
Secretary for Works, as soon as he found
out thers was a possibility of a union
being formed to fight against the mil-
lers—at the last moment he granted a
wages board to one section of the indus-
try, and not at the request of the em-
ployees either. On every other ocoa-
sion the employees had requested the
Minister for a wages board, but on this
cccasion the employers made the re-
quest, and it was immediately granted.
That wages board was appointed for the
Mackay district. It would have no juris-
diction except in the Mackay district,
and could not possibly deal with the
whole of the Queensland sugar industry.”

That is not correct, because throughout the
whole length and breadth of the sugar district
the employers expressed their willingness to
abide by any award made by the Mackay
board—
“ A special board was asked for in this
House to deal with the industry. The
men did not want to strike.”

The men did not want to strike, but they
were compelled to strilke—

“They were prepared to go before a
properly constituted court, but what did
we find? A wages hoard for the Mackay
district, and a man who had been audi-
tor for the mills appointed as chairman
of the board. A partisan; a man who
was making his living out of the class
who were engaged in this strike.”

I think I may be permitted to say that it is
cowardly on the part of members to take
advantage of their privileges as members of
this House to make such sitacks on persons
who have not the opportunity to reply to
them.

Mr. McCoruack: I said it outside, and I
am prepured to say it again.

Mr. SWAYNE: Only the week before last
the chairman of that board was unanimously
chosen by the representatives of both em-
ployers and employees as chairman of the
board for the carpantery and joinery trade.
If his conduct had been so grossly open to
censure as the hon. member alleges in con-
nection with the sugar industry wages board,
would the employees’ representatives on the
carpeniry and Joinery trade board have
joined with the other side to choose him as
chairman of that board?

LIr. McCorMAck: IHe doesn’t get his living
by joinery.

Mr. SWAYNE: The mere fact that he was
appeinted unanimously to that position dis-
proves the allegation. The hon. member
then referred to the question of wages, but
I have not time to traverse the whole of the
statesents which I have marked in his speech.
Rut I notice that he brings in the old gag
that “men were working in the sugar in-
dustry for 45d. and 5d. an hour,” even men
employed in the Government mills. I may
say that I have got a list of rates paid in
the mills before and after the wages board
award, and it discloses the fact that the

1912—28
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average wage paid in the mills before the
award was nearly 7d. an hour and found. What
better refutation can be given to such =
statement as that which I have quoted?
What can we think of a case which is sup-
ported by misrepresentation of that kind?
Of course, if you take a few exceptional
cases, and base your argumenf on them, you
may make the case look black, but take an
impartial view of the matter and look at the
average wage, and you will find that thgre
is no agricultural industry in the world which
pays better wages than the sugar industry
of Queensland. The Treasurer showed that
in the mills under his control before the
strike the men were paid at the rate of
time and a quarter for all time worked over
eight hours. But I wish particularly to draw
attention to the comaplaint made thai the men
could not get a wages bcard when they
wanted one. When a wages board was abous
to be appointed, an advertisement was pub-
lished by the sugar workers’ organisation
advising the men to keep away from the
board. This is the advertisement whizh ap-
peared in the Daily Mercury, of Mackay—

“ Mackay Branch, A W.A.
“Motion carried on March 11th, 1811—

“‘That we, as a branch of the Aus-
tralian Workers’ Union, do not recognise
the wages board for the sugar industry
in any of its branches.’

“T, W. HOWLAND,
“ Branch Secretary, A.W.A., Meckay.”

The men had the opportunity of being repre-
sented on that board by whomsocver they
chose to sppoint, but they deliberately re-
frained from appcinting representatives, In
order, I suppose, to make out a good case
for a strike. If they had been earnest 1n
their expressed desire to preserve peace, they
would have taken advantage of that oppor-
tunity and have appointed representatives
on the board, but they did not do so0, and it
il became them afterwards to make reflec-
tions on the board. Their neglect to ap-
point representatives shows how intent they
were on bringing about a strike. They never
communicated with the farmers asking for
a conference. They say they asked ior a
conference. But they did nothing «f the
kind. They wrote to the Australian Sugar
Producars’ Association on the subject, and
that association replied that they considered
it a matter for local management rather
than one for the association. In that reply
the men were virtually referred {o the
farmers’ .organisations. When the gencral
socretary of the Pioneer Farmers’ Associa-
tion in Mackay was asked whether he had
received any communication requesting a
conference, he said “No.” He said he ncver
heard of it. As a matter of fact, they were
simply spoiling to bring this strike on.

Mr., May: You take a bad view of it.

Mr. SWAYNE: They only wanted to
make political capital out of it. All through,
their demands were made in such

(6.0 p.m.] a way as was calculated to in-
cite the farmers to resist them.

The resistance did not come from the
Colonial Sugar Refining Company or the
Queensland Government, but from the farmers
themselves.' Can you wonder at it? For
instance, here is an extract from one of the
letters which was received by the secretary
of the Australian Workers’ Union at Mackay.

Mr. Swayne.]
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It is dated ‘‘ Chillagoe, 6th April, 1911, and
is signed ““ W. McCormack, general secretary,
Australian Workers’ Union”—

“We have laid down the main point
ab issue, and have not introduced any
detail matter into the fighting platform.
All outsiders will thoroughly understand
what we are after, and should we be
succassful in foreing the employers to a
conference, we should be then able to
introduce other matter.”

There was no finality to their demands at
all. It meant that if we gave them an
inch they would take an ell. In spite of
what the hon. member for Cairns said the
other day, and in spite of all he told this
House—that they did not get all they wanted
—it was not due to the Australian Workers’
Association that they did get as much as
they did. I can say that it was largely owing
to the Minister for Works and the Free
Workers’ Association. (Opposition laughter.)

Mr. KirwanN: Too strong. What next?

Mr. McCormacK: Are you a member of
the Free Workers' Association ?

Mr. SWAYNE: No.
the Farmers’
enough for me.

Mr. Berrram: They would not have got
anything if they had not gone on strike.

Mr, SWAYNE: If anything is said in
this House about the farmers it is always
met by sneers and jeers from hon. members
opposite, and yet they try to pose as the
friends of the farmers.

Mr. O’Suirivan: That statement is like
a good many of your statements; it has no
foundation in fact.

Mr. SWAYNE: It was the action of the
Mackay Wages Board in giving the award
that virtually settled the sugar strike., It
will be remembered that last year I asked
the Minister two questions on the matter of
the Mackay Wages Board, and hon, mem-
bers can find them on page 1729 of Hansard.
I asked the Minister—

1. On whose request was the Mackay
Sugar Works Wages Board, whose recon-
sidered award formed the basis on which
the recent strike in the. sugar districts
was settled, first appointed?” :

No. I am a member of
Association. That is quite

He replied—

1. Upon the application of the whole
of the employers engaged in the business
of sugar manufacture in the Mackay
district.” :

Does that look as if we werc averse to the
formation of a board?

Mr. BcCorMACK : You had got notice that
there would probably be a strike.

Mr. SWAYNE: The wages board was
appointed in November and the strike did
not take place till June. The hon. gentle-
man says that it was the Australian
Workers’ Union that settled the strike, but
it was virtually the Mackay Wages Board.
This is the second question that 1 asked the
Minister—

“92. At whose request did the Minister
suggest to the board that they should sit
again for the purpose of reconsidering
their first award?”

{Mr. Swayne.
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he Minister for Works replied to that—

«“2. The Minister suggested to the
chairman the advisability of calling the
board together; this was done after con-
ference with the chairman of the society
of free workers and other interested
parties.”

No one disputed that it was virtually this

second sitting of the wages board at Mackay

that settled the dispute; assisted, of course,
by the conference of which the Minister for

Works was chairman.

Mr. McCoruACK: The Mackay Wages
Board was not mentioned in the matter at
all.

Mr. SWAYNE: I will give the causes
which led up to the revision of the Wages
Board’s determination. I received this tele-
gram at Parliament House in July of last
rear—

J “Wree workers have five hundred
members and demand recognition. Have
applied for revision of wages board de-
termination. Moseley.”

Mr. MoCORMACK: Where are the free
workers now?

Mr. SWAYNE: They are fairly strong,
I am glad to say.

Mr. McCorMACK: Where is Moseley ?

Mr. SWAVNE: He was in the House the
other day, but I have not seen him since.
It was the second sitting of the board which
virtually settled the strike. Moseley ap-
peared and asked for an eight-hour day at
the mill.

Mr. McCORMACK :
strike was on.

Mr. SWAYNE: That shows that Moseley,
who is not liked by the political organiser,
came and gave evidence on behalf of his
organisation in favour of an eight-hour day
in the mill. The settlement of the strike is
due to the Minister for Works for the action
he took in connection with the holding of
the conference, and to the free workers for
asking for a second sitting of the wages
board so that they could reconsider the
whole position.

Mr. O'SunLivan: And the unionists, too.

Mr. SWAYNE: No; they wanted to
strike. Reflections have been made on the
Government for the action they took in re-
gard to the late Brisbane strike; but from
what took place during the sugar strike up
North—I was there at the time—I can say
that the Government’s action in the Brisbane
strike was quite justified. If any warning
was necessary as bo the lengths to which
strikers would go wunless they were
checked by a firm hand, it was given up
North. Unfortunately, the protective steps
that were taken in Brisbane were not taken
up North, and what took pluce there was
quite sufficient to justify the precautions
against disorder the Government took.
have a diary here simply stating the facts
and giving the occurrences which took place
during the sugar strike. This foreshadowed
what was likely to take place in Brisbane. It
shows conclusively that the Government
were justified in doing what they did.

Mr. McCormack: Is that the Worker you
are quoting from?

Mr. SWAYNE: No; this is the Austre-
lian Sugar Journal. These are the ver-
dicts given in the court, and if there is any
misstatement it can easily be refuted. These

That was while the
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are statements of fact, and not merely ex-

pressions of opinion, I dare say that the

newspapers pubhshed in the interests of the

Opposition would give these same facts that

I am now giving. We find that in Cairns

on the 14th August they wrecked a train.
Mr. MoCoryack: That is not true.

Mr. Mav: Was it one of your free work-
ers?

Mr. SWAYNE: This is an extract from
a newspaper giving an account of the occur-
rence—

“A few mornings ago, at an early
hour, Driver William Francis, of the
Colonial Sugar Refining Compaqyﬂ
Hambledon Tlocomotive, when about
threec miles from the Hambledon junc-
tion, on the Green Hills tramline, found
that a large log of wood and two blocks
of firewood had been placed across the
line and covered with tall bushes so as
to prevent the obstruction being seen
until the train was right on it. He also
discovered that the points at the junc-
tion of the line with the brickyard
siding had been opened and left as if
to derail and probably cause a serious
‘ccvdent to any train passing over the
points.”

Mr. Kiewan: Wasn't there a red flag on
?

Myr. SWAYNE: Here is another—

“ As the outcome of an assault by a
number of men upon one of the workers
at Plane Creek, a man was fined £5 for
obscene language.”

Then, again, we have this—

“Organiser Martyn, speaking at Moss-
man, declared that the Amalgamated
Workers Association was demanding an
eight-hour day this season; mnext year
they would be asking, and getting, a
six-hour day.”

Is that szort of statement likely to bring
about industrial peace? It means that if
you give way to wha$ they ask for, then
next year you will be confronted with
another demand.

Mr. May: Naturally.
Mr. SWAYNE: Will the hon. member

disown a man who says that when they get
an eighi-hour day they will want a six-hour
day? Then again—

“ July 24.—Several instances of violence
reported in the Bundaberg district.

“July 25.—Train with free labourers
attacked at IHuxley, Childers district;
fireman struck, and glass on train broken
with stones, Maryborough mill closed
down. Four strikers at Cuirns fined for
endeavouring stop vehicle containing a
number of free workers. .

“July 28.— . The Qtate Minister
for Works has written to the chairman of
the Mackay Wages Board, suggesting that
the board should be called together to
obtain any fresh information that may
have a bearing on the strilke. .

“July 30—[At Bundaberg]. Several
hundreds of strikers had assombled
at the railway station to meet visiting
members Ferricks and Allen. One of
their number, accused of taking part m
the disturbance at Childers Mill, was
arrested by the police, and his comrades
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endeavoured to effect a rescue. Stones
were thrown, and one of the police re-
ceived a nasty cut on the head.”

And so on. There is the spirit. And row in
face of that sort of thing—when we even have
threats from a member of Parliament and
expressions of regret that men were not
“brained,” can it be contended that the
Government were not justified in doing what
they did in Brisbane?

Mr., MAay: Ixtreme measures were nob

required.

Xr. SWAYNE: Not required when you
talk of braining men? I think there was
ample w%txﬁnatlon for whatever stups were
taken here. With regard to the mlhtary,
judging by what had taken plase in’ the
North, I hold that the Premier was amply
justified in asking for the military at the
hands of the Prime Minister of Australia.

Mr. KirwaN: He said afterwards he did
ot want them.

Ar. SWAYNE: At the same time, I am
very pleased they were not sent, because the
refusal of the Prime Minister afforded such
a splendid opportunity of showing that the
people round Brisbane were behind the Gov-
ernment in the matter. HHad the military
been granted, those special constables would
never have been called out, and they would
not have had the opportunity of making the
response they did, and the fact that so many
of them were waze-esriers shows that the
Premicr had the reopls of Briskans behind
him. For that reason alone I am glad that
the request of the Premier was refused. It
also gives us the opportun’ty of showing, if
the referendum over comes alony again, that
we are quite capable of managing our own
affairs without any assistance from the Com-

wonwealth Government.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hesr!

Mr., SWAYNE: Coming back to violence
in the North during the sugar strike, we felt
in the North rather sore that some steps
were not faken there to protect us such as
were afterwards taken in Blla ! sup-
pose, however, that, being so far away, the
facts were not so plainly brousht under the
notice’of the authorities. Here are more ex-
tracts from the diary of the sugar strike—

“ August 1.—Renewed disturbances
Isis district; firearms much in evidence;
free labourers forcibly removed from
farms. Man fined at Bundaberg for
forcibly detaining cab on tha rcad o
Quanba.

“ August 3. Bmger‘x and other Bunda-
borg mills deing good work. Seventeen
men arrested for riot ab Childers mill;
eleven sentenced to three months’ im-
prisonment each.”

And so on. There are many other cases
which are not quoted here. One came under
my own notice of an old man working on
one of the Pleystowe cane fields who was
severely knocked about. He and four others
were cutting cane at what they considered
a good price, and they did not see why, at -
the behest of politicians, they should be pre-
vented from earning a living. They were
complying with the law of the land, and
they decided to carry on their work, and this
old man was knocked about most severely
with sticks of sugarcane, and for some time
his condition was a matter of solicitude to
his friends. Of course you ask why he did

Mr. Swayne.]
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not prosecute. e was asked to prosecute,
but these organisations had managed to stir
up such a fear that it was almost useless
endeavouring to get men to prosecute. For-
tunately some men had the pluck to stand
up against them and give evidence, and, as
I have shown, there were quite a number
of convictions recorded during the strike.
The point is that there was so much violence
manifested during that strike as amply to
justify the Government in doing what they
did in Brisbane. I do not feel disposed to
close my remarks without paying a tribute
to the farmers who stuck to their work so
manfully on that occasion, especially in view
of the “ big guns” who came intoc the field
against them. We had Mr. Hughes, the
Federal Attorney-General, telling us that,
unless we gave way to the demands of the
workers, the protection upon which the sugar
industry of Queensland depends for its exis-
tence would be withdrawn. We bad Mr.
Bamford telling us that, if we did not yield
every point, we should have sugar mills
established in New Guinea. The stand taken
on the other side is that, the moment men
strike, the cmployer has to concede every
demand that they make. If he does unot, he
is an outlaw, his property is to have no
protection, he is beyond the pale of the
law, and the Government have the right to
step in and compel him to accede to the
demands of the men. Under such conditions
it is obvious that the prosecution of any in-
dustry by individuals would be impossible.
Of course I quite understand that hon. mem-
bers opposite are perfectly consistent. It is
part of their poliey for the nationalisation
of the means of production, exchange, and
distribution. I must say that I admired the
good tempered, mild way in which the hon.
member for Cairns put his case here. The
hon. member is—I hope he will take it
figuratively—°‘ as mild a manrered pirate as
ever scuttled ship or cut a throat.” I
thought of that when the hon. member was
making his speech, and when he disavowed
any connection with syndicalism my thoughts
flew back to the objective of the association
of which he was secretary—the nationalisa-
tion of all the means of production, ex-
change, and distribution. I do not interrupt
other hon. members when they are speak-
ing, or I would have felt inclined to ask
him how he proposes to bring about that
objective. Does he propose to compensate
the people who invest in an industry the
savings of a lifetime, or does he propose
to annex their property, and to render their
existence impossible by strikes or by adverse
legislation? I should like to pursue this
topic further, simply because it has been
dragged into  this Parliament again. I
thought it was finally closed down in the
last Parliament, but my time is expiring,
and many questions I should have liked to
touch on I must leave for ancther oppor-
tunity. I cannot but feel amusad when I
hear hon. members on the other side speak-
ing about their friendship to the farwiers,
and when I hear them urging their being
compulsorily brought within the scope of the
Commonwealth Conciliation and Arbitration
Act. Are we to take that as a sample of
their friendship? We have heard that Act
praised already to-day, but I notice that hon.
members who are so loud in their praise of
the Act quite ignore that section which imposes
a penalty of £1,000 upon any body which
takes part in a strike or lockout. Yet we
had the spectacle of the Federal Attorney-
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General, who is charged with thgz administra-
tion of “the Act, taking part in the sugar
strike. Before I sit down, I should like to
point out that by our inclusion within the
scope of the Act we are in this position, that
we have either to submit to the most exor-
bitant demands—demands that we know will
render the carrying on of our industry im-
possible—or we shall have to defend most
expensive actions in a court many hundreds
of miles away. We know what it cost the
Pastoralists’ Association and the Shearers’
Union. [ think it was £18,000 on the one
side, and £4,000 on the other. Now, the
farmer is exposed to such a risk as_that
through his inclusion in that Act. Up to
1910 he was outside its jurisdiotion, and he
was brought in without his request. When
an election comes round again, I hope the
farmers will remember that their inclusion
in the Arbitration and Conciliation Court
is one of the reasons why they should vete
against hon. members on the other side.

Mr, WELSBY (Merthyr): In acpo.rd@nqe
with a time-honoured practice, I believe it 1s
customary on the part of every speaker on
such a debate as this to give hearty congratu-
iations to the new members who proposed
and seconded the motion for the adoption of
the Address in Reply. To-night I give my
quota of admiration to those hon. members
who performed that task; but I go further
than that; I offer my hearty congratulations
to those mnew members on “the Opposition
benches who have spoken so far. I have a
dim recollectior, while a member of this
House last session of hearing the eloquence
displayed by certain members on the other
side, snd I have to regret the loss of some of
those members, especially the late hon. mem-
ber for Gympie, who, having failed igno-
miniously in the State election, has been
raised to a kigh position in the Northern
Territory. R

Mr. Bowsan: And well fitted for it. (Go-
vernment laughter.)

Mr. WELSBY: I was under the impression
that the person receiving high appointment
should be a man of high qualifications, of

long experience, and of good business
ability. ) .
WIr. 3May: He has long experience.

KMr. WELSBY: But when I last saw our
friend, I shook hands with him with the
most hearty feeling of sorrow that he was
going away North from the scene of hie
victorivs and from us.

3r. O’Surrivan: He is a good pioneer.

Mr. WELSBY: Unfortunately, my con-
stituency is not one where you might use
the parish pump, as it is celled. The hon.
member for Hortitude Valley, I believe, is in
the same position as I am myself in that
respect. If we had grievances, if we wanted
wharves or railways built by the Govern-
ment, I believe we could talk in this House
night after night, and, in due course, get by
agitation all that we required. (Laughter.)
But, unfortunately, the hon. member and
myself talk on gencral subjects, on _general
topics; 1 am like him, and he is like me.
(Renewed laughter) I believe that in the
whole of Queensland there is no name more
honoured and revered than that of the leader
of the Opposition, and I bLelieve in his neigh-
L.our reesiving the same reverence as he has.
(Laughter.) Unfortunately, I do not hope to
predict the same fate for him that has
followed ‘the leaders of his party time after
time. I am just afraid that there is a little
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intrigue going on in the ranks, and that some
day_ David Bowman will not be in the same
position that he occupies at the present time.

An OppostrioNn MeMBER: That is quite

frue.

My, WELSBY : He will have my sympathy.
I think that with all the desire to criticise the
present Government which he and the hon.
member for Barcoo also had, when he made his
speech on the various anticipated clauses of
the Industrial Peacs Bill-and knowing
nothing at all about it—-that in any difficulty
he will not be left in the lurch. I was ex-
cocdingly pleased to hear the other night the

manly, straightforward, and intelligent
speech  of the hon, member for Mount
Morgan. One could not but be struck with

the cometery-lilke quiet that prevailed on the
Oppesition benches when the hon. member
spoke. I was exceodingly sorry, whea the
hon. member spoke, to sse the leader of the
Opposition reitrs from his seat.

Mir. Bowsman: On business.

Me, WELSBY . He left the House very
quietly indeed, but during the time of his

absence a deathly silence prevailed that to.

mo was mosi painful in every respect. I say
that the scathing remarks made by the homn.
member for Jiount Jlorgan were most
deservedly reocived and most  deservedly
given. Fe knew too much of tiie inner work-
ings of the Labour party and the Trades
Hall. During that silence they remained
in fear of what the hon. member was going
o say. The caucus meeting wiich they had
between § and 7 o’clock proved conclusively
that the hon. memiwer for Mount Morgan had
co:me to his sensee, and was sitting on the
proper side of the House. (Laughter.) I
have also to congratulate the Labour Opposi-
tion on the accession to their ranks of an
eminent junior member of finance. I am
pleased indeed to know that the hon. mem-
ber for Paddington some time may become,
if he goes on, the Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer in the old country—(laughter)—
judging from the remarks he passed re-
garding our worthy Treasurer, and the
knowledge he had of the loan going forward
in the old country, in which the Hon. Robert
Philp was having a good say; and no mau in
our Parlicment ior years pust has known as
much of finance as that gentleman., But
when the hon. member for Paddington in
the height of his ecloquence told the Trea-
sures the value of £100 at 96, or £100 at 924,
I felt exceedingly sorry for him. When he
spoke of the £1,000.000 loan, the £14,000,000
lIosn, and about making provision for the
redemption of debts as they fell due, I felt
that with all his ccunting-house knowledge
he had got a mighty lot to learn. When I
heard these remarks of the hon. member for
Paddington, and the way he twitted the hon.
member for Murrumba, I fel! I would like
to be in the Housec to hear the scathing re-
marks which would
member for Murrumba. I heard the leader
of the Opposition speak on this debate; I
never had the pleasure of hearing him speak
in the House before, although I had heard
him spesk st public meetings, and I must
say that I mnever heard in this House a
weaker specch than that of the hon. mem-
ber. When he got on to the strike he knew
that, to a very large extent, he was on
dangerous ground, and in ten minutes’ time
the question of abattoirs suddenly cropped
up, and the hon. member then spoke about
abattoirs and about bad and good meat. I

[24 JuLy.]
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really think that when he spoke that evening
his heart was not in his cause. He might
not have been in the best of health, bub
during the time he was holding forth he
knew he was on dangerous ground, and on
the first opportunity dodged the guestion at
issue.
Mr. Bowman: You give us the issue.

Mr. WELSBY: When I come to the
question of the strike, I think the same
remarks I make now apply also to his late
colleague, Mr. McLachlan. These two gen-
tlemen left the Trades Hall, and came down
Queen street. They came down with .soL
emnity fit for a night owl. In my opinton,
that provession should have been led by a
band pilayl the Dead March in ‘* Saul.”
They walked down Queen street, knowing
in their own mind that they were 1in the
wrong, snd the silence that prevailed told
me that in their heart they thought they
woare not in the right path to victory.
(Laughter.) In accordsnve with time-hon-
oured custom, it is moved by a new ntember

on the Government side and se-

[7 p.m.] conded by another new member

on the same side; affer which
members on both sides of the House take
part in a debate, extending over three or
four weeks. In my business caresr I have
alwavs hesrd thag © brevity is the soul of
business,” as well as of wit; and I think
it would be a good thing when our Stand-
ing Orders are altered not to allow all mem-
bers on both sides to speal on the Address
in Reply, but to choose the mover and
seconder, the Chief Secretary and the lealder
of the Opposition, and a few other members
to debate the question.

2fr. THEODORE: Who is to choose?

AMr. WELSBY: It could ecasily be done
by the Chief Secretary and the leader of
the Opposition. If what I suggest were
done, we could get to work much sooner
in the session, and it would be all the
better for our constituents. Just before we
adjourned for tea I was about to use the
term “holy day’ in connection with the
strike; and I ray that when members of
certain unions were gathered together and
their claims were advocated by certam memn-
bers of Parliament on a holy day, it shows
that they had an exceedingly weak cause.

Mr. BowmAN: Better than going down
the bay fishing.

Mr. WELSBY: That is my rgacreation,
just as some men go out in their motor-
cars or buggies. What was the hon. imem-
ber for Warrego at that time? The presi-
dent of the strike committee. I repeat that
when men gather together in that way on
a Sunday they have an exwedingly woak
cause.

Mr. BOWxAN:
better the de=d.”

Mr. WELSBY: There were forty-three
unions accounted for at the gathering on
that Sunday; and I have been told that
out of the furty-three delegates there were
twentr-three to twenty-one.

Mr. BowmaN: You are wrong.

Mr. Kizwaxn: Absolutely wrong.

Mr. WELSBY: Well, I will take the hon.
member’s word.

Mr. Ryan: Twenty-three and twenty-one
make forty-four.

“he better the day rthe

M. Welsby.]
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Mr. WELSBY: Well, twenty-two  to
twenty-one. What I have been told is that
if the voting had been by ballot there would
have heen no general strike; and I am con..
vineed of it.

Mr. Bownan: How do you know?

Mr. WELSBY: Men I know who took
part in it have informed me. I know it in
the same mauner as members of the Oppo-
sition gather information from our side of
the House. I am in touch with the working
men of Brisbane quite as well as members
on the other side, not in their home life,
but in their business life. I can give a caso
in point wherc a man went out on strike
and did not dare to go back to work though
_I got him a job. At the Quesnsland Brewery
our men werc called out, and they had %o
go out. One iman came to me and asked
for a jobh, and I got him a job, but I
found ths following merning he was miss-
ing. I was tclephoned for, and I went
but he was not at home.
The wife and seven children were there
starving, “while the husband, with a job at

£3 a week, had gone down the river
fishing, because he was called a scab the
day he went back to honest work. After

that, csn you wonder that men do not
return to work? Tven in the schools the
children of men who returned to work were
callad scabs by the children of men who
were on_strike. The word “seab” is a
word I do not like.

Mr. Bowsmax: The Chief Secretary used
it.

Mr. WELSBY: T am not here to defend
the Chief Seerctary. I would like the word
“scab” taken from the vocabulary of both
sides. When the trouble of war is on, before
you can get the best soldiers you have to
get the bust leaders. In the history of
Great Britain, take Wellington and Nelson,
for instance; and in France take Napoleon.
In the Trades Hall strike committee there
were two glorious leaders who failed to
fight after five weeks' deliberation, In the
days of Queen Anne there was a fanious
genoral who became Duke of Ifariborough.
That is the name I give to the hon. mem-
ber for Warrego. He had an excellent
lieutenant—a man not in Parliament—who
was knocked out of the Labour plebiscite at
Woollaongabba—-—

Mr. Bowuan: That is not true.

3r. Kinwax: He withdrow.

Mr. WELSBY: He was knocked out at
Paddington; and that man was Mr. Joseph
Silver Collings. The Duke of Marlborough,
as I designate the hon. member for War-
rego, had for his lieutenant a man cailed
Bill  Adams. (Government laughter.) The
hon. member for Barcoo, in his speech, was
talking abou* certain matters regarding the
arbiiration case in Melbourne; and he men.
tioned Mr. Justice Higgins. T called out,
“A most partial man.” I reverence any
man in a high position; and I am not here
to deecry or bring down the name of any
judge in Australia; but T say he is a most
partial judge. The hon. member for Barcoo
said he was nothing of the kind, and that
he had no Labour tendencies whatever.

Mr. Ryaw: I did not say that.

Mr. BEuTRAM :
tralia.

Mr. WELSBY: If the hon. member for
Barcoo will turn to page 122 of * Pugh’s

[Mr. Welshy.
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Almanac”’ for 1912, he will find that the
Watson Ministry lasted from the 2Tth April,
1904, to the 17th August of the same year;
and he had in the Cabinet as Attorney-
General Mr. Higgins. The same  Mr.
Watson who appointed Mr. Justice Higgins
could not have his own way because Mr.
Higging was doing exceedingly well at the
bar.  And he prevailad upon the whole of
the members of the Ministry fo hold their
Cabinet meetings at night so that he might
make money at the bar during the day. If
that does not show that he had Labour ten-
dencies, T do not know what it does show.
If a man like Mr. Justice Higgins had no
Labour tendencies, how could he have had
power to work Mr. Watson as Premier in
a Labour Government?

Mr. BowMaN: Who put him there?

Mr. WHLSBY: There is one thing in
connection with the hon. gentieman who re-
presents Briskane in_the Fnd+»rgl House of
Repressntatives, Mr. Finlayson, that I should
like to mention. Mr. Finlavson, in ?he heat
of the argument which he addressed to the
public during the strike, sdid many things
for which he was sorry afierwards. One thing
he said was that the badge question was not
in the plaint submitted to the Arbitration
Court. Afterwards he wrote to the Courier
admitting that he was wrong in making
that statemsnt. But later on, when he went
to Melbourne, hs once more denied that the
badge question was in the plaint, and he
said he had seen the plaint.

AMr. Taeopork: He did not deny it.

Mr. WELSBY : He denied that his state-
ment was true in a letter he wrote to the
Brisbane Courier. Another thing he said
in the ardour of his argument was that at
the next election Dave Bowman would be
Premier of Queensland, and that he was
then Premier by right if not in faet. I
should like to sce Dave Bowman Premier of
this State, but he will have to wait for
thres vears. o

Mr. Ryax: That is an admission.

Mr. WELSBY: Another statement made
by a member of the Labour party was that

they caused the closing of the hotels. No-
thing of the kind.

Mr. Bowyax: Who did?

Mr. WELSBY : I will tell you. The very

first afternoon I came into this House with
my hand on the arm of the hon. member for
AMaryborough-——when I came, as I thoughf;,,
among geniiomen—the name ¢ Bung, Bung!
was called to me by members opposite. And
those men say they were the cause of
closing the hotels during the strike. No-
thing of the kind; the closing of the hotels
was brought about purely and simply by the
Licensed Vietuallers’ Association.

The Home Ss¢rETARY : They requested it.

Mr. WELSBY: Yes; they requested it.
In the morning they canvassed the hotel
proprietors in the city, and they went to see
the Premier in the afternoon, but were_told
that he was at a_Cabinet meeting. When
the Cabinet meeting was over, Mr. Denis
O’Connor and another hotellkeeper went and
saw the CGovernment, and made a request
that the hotels should be closed.

The HoME SECRETARY: Hear, hear!
is correct.

Mr. WELSBY: And I say that one of
the best things ‘which occurred during the

That
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strike was the closing of the hotels—(hear,
hear I—not alone for the protection of pro-
perty, but because if the class of men who
were out of work and had no money in their
pockets had had ‘access to the hotels and
got drink they would have acted like demons.
Meribers opposite may deny as they like
that the closing of the hotels was brought
about by the Licensed Victuallers’ Assocta-
tion of Queensland, but it is a fact never-
theless. Again, when Mr. Finlayson saw
that after all that had been done it was
impossible to keep the sirike going, what
did he do? He wrote to the Brisbanc news-
papers, saying thot the business men of the
city ought to intervene and settle ths dis-
pute. Was he not a business man? Was he
not in business in the Brisbane Markets be-
fore he went down South? Yet, after doing
all that he could to continue the sirike be-
tween cmployers and employaes, he wrote in
that manner to the papers. Why did not
he #s a business man do all hs possibly could
to setile the dispute, and not try to keep
the strike going? Another matter I should
like to rofer to is a remark made by the
hon. merbsr for Warrega, I am not like
the hon. member for Warrego or the hon.
member for %lount Morgan. I have en-
gaged in various games, I have plared cards,
I have played suchre, and I have played
poker. (Laughier.) I remember that when
the hon. member for Warrego was hysteri-
cally shouting thut the strikers had victory
all along the line, he said, “I have two
jokers in my pack.” If I played cards with
a man who had two jokers in his pack, out
he woull go through the window—(Govern-
ment laughter)—and that is ewactly what
happercd to the hon. member for Warrego.
After saying that they had victory all along
the line, and that he had two jckers in his
pack, he was passed through the window.
(Hear, kear!) Ti is an exceedingly strange
thing that when the irouble first started
nearly every man on the opposite side of
the Ho vas in Brisbane helping, aiding,
and abeiting the strike. Thery were at the
Trades Hall, in the Market Square, and at
various places in the city, urging the men
to stand firm, but towards the end of the
strike they dwindled away. Even the hon.
member for Barcoo retreated. The only
two men they had then were the Duke of
Marlborough and Bill Adams of Waterloo.
(Lizughter.)

Mr. Bowaax: You know that is not true.

Mr. WELSBY : The leader of the Oppo-
sition and I, as most meoinbers know, have
been friendly as neighbours at New Farm
for smany long years. However much we
may have differed in politics, our friendship
has continued. Cne afternoon going homs I
met the then hon. member for Bowen, Mr.
Ferricks, and I suid, ‘‘ Ferricks, old boy,
where are you going?” He repliesd that
he was going io the railway station,
and I drove him in my cab to the station.
As he wax getting out I asked how Mr.
Bowman was, and whether I could see him
under present circumstances. Mr. Ferricks
sald there was no harm at all in my seeing
Mr. Bowman any time I liked. On the
following morning I wen! to Mr. Bowman’s

ouse, and had & few hours’ conversation
with him, hie wife being present, and dur-
ing the whole of that time not a single word
was spoken about politics. I was sorry to
hear one of the members of the Ministry, in
speaking of the derelictions of hon. members
opposite, mention the leader of the Opposi-

b
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tion. I can vouch for the cause of the ab-
sence of the hon. member from the strike
meetings at that time, and I say that if
Mr. Bowman had taken an active part in
that strike at that time, as he usually does
when he is in good health, he would not be
here to-night. ~ At the same time I blame
him for sitting back quietly and not bring-
ing the strike to an end earlier. The two
most sincere members of the Labour party
are the hon. member for Barcoo and the
hon. member for Maranoa. They are the
most sincere Labour men on that side of
the House, and they took a part in the
strike; even John May was prevailed upon
to take the chair at one meeting, but he
never took it again.

Mr. MurpHY: Oh, yes; that is not right.

Mr. WELSBY: Now I come to the matter
of special constables. I was a special con-
stable, No. 8 on the list, and I am proud
of it. (Hear, hear!) I was proud to uphold
the honour of the State and to assist in pre-
serving law and order. I worked through-
out the whole of the strike—worked harder
than some people imagine—and I admired
the boys who came from Beaudesert, and
rode into town in order to keep the peace
in Brisbane. And they kept the peace.
(Hear, hear!) If you will pardon me for
using a vulgarism or sporting cxpression,
those boys were looking for scrap. If that
scrap had taken place then there would have
been bloodshed. An hon. gentleman on the
other side said that the streets were flowing
with blood. I would be willing to make a
wager that all the blood spilled during the
whole of the strike would not have filled a
teacup.

Iir. BowMAN: It would have filled one
of your barrels. (Laughter.)

Mr. WELSBY : I would like to say a word
or two in praise of the special constables who
have been treated with disrespect by mem-
bers on the other side of the House, but who
came forward and assisted in maintaining
order right through the strike. If hon. mem-
bers had seen all the specials lined up in
the Market Square on the day that there
was going to be another procession then they
would have seen bankers, solicitors, barris-
ters, and commercial men, and I am sure that
they would not have applied the names to
them that they subsequently did. On one
occasion the hon. member for Bowen, Mr.
Ferricks, made use of certain words regard-
ing the special constables, and he called them
bludgers. One day when Mr. Ferricks was
walking up Queen street, just as he- got
opposite the Bank of New South Wales, he
was stopped by a special constable and asked

* if he made use of that expression, but the

man ran away. FHere was an actual cass
where Mr. Ferricks, the late member for
Bowen, made use of a certain expression
and when asked by a special constable if he
did use it he ran away He dared not use
the same expression to the man’s face.

Mr. TuEoDORE: I dare you to use it to Mr.
Ferricks’s face.

Mr. WELSBY : It was in the public print.
Mr. THEODORE: It was not m public prink
that he ran away.

Mr. WELSBY: I am here to speak what
are my own ideas. One ugly word which
they used against Mr. Badger was that he

Mr, Welshy.]
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was an ‘“ alien.” If anyone knows the his-

tory of America he will know that the
original white population of America came
from Great Britain. They went there in the
days long before the American revolution.
We have read of the Pilgrim Fathers sailing
in the ¢ Mayflower” from Great Britain and
settling down in America. These were the
men who started the white population in
America, and they are our brothers in every
respect. So when anyone refers to an Ameri-
can.as an ‘“alien” he is wronging the cause
of British liberty and justice. America is
the same as John Bull. With all his faults,
Mr. Badger has done more than any man in
Brisbane as a commercial business man to
make Brisbane what it is to-day.

Mr. BowmMaN: No man ever tyrannised
more over human beings than he has.

Mr. WEISBY : There is another man who
was connected with that strike whom I desire
to give credit to. 'He has received enough
blame on his choulders from members op-
posite, but T give all credit to Major Cahill.

GOVERNMENT MEwBE:S : Hear, hear!

Mr. WELSBY: Some few months ago the
merchants of Brisbane held a meeting at the
Commercial Travellers’ Club and made a pre-
sentation to Major Cahill. T never saw a
finer gathering of representatives of commer-
cial men than I saw there that day. If he
was not entitled to his C.M.G.-ship before
the strike he certainly was after the strike.

Mr. Bowmax: It was very cheap, at that
rate.

Mr. WELSBY: Another man who came
in for some abuse was Mr. Cumming, the
Government Printer. I only wish we had
more men like Mr. Badger, Major (whill,
and Mr. Cumming.

Govuaxn

T MEuRERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. WELSBY: It was frequently asked

during the strike “ Where are Forrest and
That was used on more than one

Welsby 7”7
occasion on the public platform. There was
no open-air concert when Labour members
spoke, but I was not going on to a platforra
in the open air. I would have gone if they
had guaranteed to' give me a fair hearing,
but after my experience last year on the
public platform and my experience during
the election, I was not going to go on any
public platform and have stones and other
things hurled at my head. I would go if it
was quiet, but I would not go to address a
lot of rabid rebels. I did not intend to speak
on the sirike, but after the speech of ths
hon. member for Mount Morgan I thought I
had better add a few words. I see we arc

to have a Public Servies Superannuation -

Bill. Y am not a lawyer or barrister, and I
do not remember the terms of the last Public
Service Superannuation Act, but I think it
is time that we had such an Act in force in
Queensland  to-day. It does not matter
which branch of the service wants it first, we
should bring it into force, and in a few
years’ time the Government could look into
it and see if it requires any alteration. I
did not know that the Industrial Peace Bill
was coming on so soon, and I shall reserve
what remarks I have to make on that Bill
till we get to the Committee stage. I could
not help thinking when members were speak-
ing on that Bill yesterday that a good many
of them seemed to know more about what
was in the Bill than the leader of the Go-
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vernment himself. The Premier and his
Cabinet have a chance of making a name for
themselves in connection with this Bill. He
has the opportunity of framing such a Bill
that it will be copied by other States, and
I hope it will do good to both sides. We
are to have a District Courts Bill. I sup-
pose it relates to the taking of the evidence
in shorthand. I know that shorthand writers
are allowed in the Southern courts. It might
do away with the accumulation of fees for
barristers and solicitors, but I think 16 1s
time that our law cases were shortened by
the evidence being taken down in short-
hand. A Trade and Commerce Statistics
Bill is to be introduced. I think this is
being done at the instigation of the Cham-
ber of Commerce. I am a member of the
Chamber of Commerce, and I know that that
question has been brought before the Cham-
ber on several occasions, and we haud a,de~
putation to the Premier on the matter. The
crux of the Bill is that it will enable a
record to be kept of goods exported from
Queensland through the other States of which
no record is kept at present. With regard
to Savings Banks, I am sorry that the Right
Hon. Andrew Fisher should come into our
State and interfere with our Savings Bank
business. I understand that they are going
to pay interest on current accounis 11 the
Commonwealth Bank. In Scotland and part
of England they pay interest on current
accowntts, but I do not think they do it any-
where else. The private banks in Australia
charge bs. per half-year for keeping accounts,
but the Commonwealth Bank is going to pay
interest on current accounts.

Mr. LennvoN: What makes you think they
are going to do that?

Mr. WELSBY: It iz spoken of alrcady.
T would like to say a few words in praise

" of our Agent-General, Sir Thomas Robin-

son. I say honestly that he is an exceed-
ingly good Agent-Genoral for Queensland.
T found him a man of sound commercia
knowledge, and I belicve the leader of the
Opposition will also speak of him in the
saiws terms. Ide is the right man for“uhe
position, and I hope that while Mr. Philp

is in England they will both be able
to do a lot of good for Qgeensland. I am

glad that the Government is pushing ahead
with the dredging of the river. I am pleased
that the cutting at Luggage Point and the
Pile Light are being attended to. There
is a vasl amount of shipping coming to
Brisbane compared with what 1t was ten or
fiftesn yoars ago, and we have to depend
on the desp sca ships to take away our
prodice. With regard to education, I hold
that our #cachers should be recognised in
the same way as the police. The police

sre entitled to the incressed pay
[7.30 p.m.] they are to get shortly; and, if

wa horrow money at 3% or 4 per
cont. for reproductive works, if we gave the
whole of our teachers an increase in pay
proportionats to that which is to be given
to the pclice, the money would be well
spent, for no work could be more repro-
ductive than that of our teachers. Their
work is to turn out good scholars, and they
earn their salaries well. There are only
two more, topics upon which I wish to touch
before I conclude, and one of them is the
Tiquor Bill. I do not know in what re-
spects the Bill which is to be }ntroduced
differs from the Bill of last session, but I
spoak with a certain amount of knowledge
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of the trade, and I have spoken with people
outside the trade, and the general opinion
is that if the present Liquor Act were en-
forced a little more strictly it would do
far more good than the Bill which is to
he introduced. Had I my way, I would
take the whole of the seventy-two members
of this House down in the ‘ Lucinda’ and
have a caucus, and I would gently and carc-
fully tie a millstone round the neck of the
Liquor Bill and drop it to the bottom of
Moreton Bay. (Laughter.) I know the
Opposition desire to sce the nationalisation
of the liquor trade; but, if they knew what
I know regarding the opinion of certsin
men in the trade, they would say that the
present Act, properly administered, would
be far betier than the Bill coming befors us.
I am not here to give advice to the (Cabinet
on muiters of finance, but I would repeat
the advice given them on a former occasion
by the hou. member for Murrumba, and
tell them to “Go slow.” T hold that mem-
bers of Parliazent should conduct the busi-
ness of the State in precisely the same
wanner a3 they conduct their own business.
They should carefully look ahead and not
be too extravagant. I know there are timee
when seasons fail and the endeavours of
Ministers are thwarted, but my adviece is
to go slow about finance.

HoNoURrABLE MEMBERS : Flear, hear!

Mr. BARBER (Bundaberg): This debate
is now in its fourth week, and I know thas
the Premier is anxious that it should be
disposnd of this week., Nevertheless, I desire
to make a few remarks about certain mat-
ters. It has been noticeable during the
diseussion that very few members on the
pther side have addressed themselves very
plosely to the proposals contained in the
Governor’s Speech. I presume the reason
is that the matters there alluded to are ot
little interest to the House generally, with:
pne or two exceptions. I refer especially
to the Drainage of Mines Bill and the other
Bills relating to the same industry; but, if
we eliminate them from the Speech, and
pne or two others, there seems to be very
little of interest in the legislation fore-
shadowed in the Speech. Of course, there
is our old friend, the Police Jurisdiction
and Swmimary Offences Bill, which has been
in process of incubation for the last three
years, and is now a fair-sized infant with
long curly hair.

Mr. XrrPHY: It is to be hoped it stops
at that stage.

Mr. BARBER: I am inclined to think it
will meet with the same fate that it has
met with in the two preceding sessions.
From my reading of the Bill of last session,
I must candidly admit that it proposes to
give to the police powers which are alte.
gether too large. Whatever may be our

nuny which exists

views reparding the t
in ssme FBuropeau countries, rar opinion i3
that if we puss that Bill, especially if the
Polica Force is under the control of Major
Cohill, the only country to which to attach
d will be Siberia, and I know
re are some members on this side
us¢ who would scon find them.
xiled to cold Sikeria. hen there
is the Liquor Bill, to which the hon. mem-
ber for Merthyr has referred. I was some-
what amused at the pathetic manner in
which he pleaded with the Government to
go slow. The Bill passed this House during

o]
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last session, and when the House adjourned
last year it was on the understanding that
we should meet again shortly after and deal
with the question. But the Premier
considered that, owing to the industrial
uphesval that took place in Brisbane, mem-
bers of the Opposition were no longer wor-
thy of a place in this august A bly, and
he distinctly told his supporters and the
countryv generally that he refuced to sit any
longer with a body of men who had practic-
ally been fraitors to their country
de that the. plea for precip
al election. My candid opinio
o time, that the houn. gentiema
for some excuse. Ile and il

h nt knew %

thai v
meiropolitan area, but throughout
voned a vumbsr of mse
ded to fight the Govern
if they passed the Liquor
1 ihilute, at any rate,
Cabinet, if they did not annihilate the whe
party sitting cn the other side. As a eati-r
of fact, they threatoned to drown the Whple
Governinent in sour beer, and I ¢an imagine
that it would have been a very painful fzte
to overtake anybodry to be drowned in
sour swipes. (Laughter.)
Mr. O’SurLivax: Imagine the Treasurer.

Ar. BARBER: The Government there-
fore decided to lcok for some meusns of escape
from the ire of the licensed victuallers and
the brewers and distillers, and they made
the general sirike the cxcuse for precipitat-
ing the clections. I may suy that the Liquor
Bill of last year was very drastic to some of
our friends, yet it was not sufficiently drastic
for me. I ksnow that had thers been a
referendum <when the eleetion was taking
place, I should have been faund among the
more militant temperance section of the
State in trying to defeat the Bill, because
it was not sufficiently drastic. The forces
associated with the Licensed Victuallers’ Asso-
ciation and the great booro traffic would
have been fighting the Bill because 1t was
too drastic. I can imagine that the fate of
the Bill and the Government generally
would have been s very sad one. What-
over alteration or modification may have
been made in the features of the Bill that
is to be introduced this session, I hope,
at any rate, that the Government are not
going back at all, and have not modified it
in the direction of making it easier for the
traffic to get more control.

Mr. Luxwox: You may depend upon it
they have.

Mr., BARBER: T am inclined to think so,
but I can only oxpress the hope—it is a
somewhat faint hope. I mmust admit—that it
has not been made in any way easier for
the traffic to gain a bigger control of the
of Queensland. Before I touch on
have one or two local
matters to refer to. One is a railway matter.
Now, I have listened during the time I
have baen in the House, and 1 think this is
the twelfth—rmxy it be twelve more, say my
electors, by the way. (Laughter.)

Mr. MrrprY: May it ho twelve more, says
yourself. (Laughter.)

3fr. BARBER: I have noticed that pro-
bably one of the strongest features of the
specches made by practically every member
on both sides has been that in favour of the
construction of railways into their districts,

Mr. Barber.]
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or into districts in the immediate vicinity
of their electorates. Over and over again, [
myself—and I may say the hon. member for
Musgrave—have placed before the House the
claims of Dundaberg and district for a rail-
way into the Upper Burnett. I do unot in-
tend to queie the reams of figures that I have
quoted before, I do not intend to recapitulate
all the statements I have made regarding
this matter during previous sessions; but
theve is one thing I wish to point out. In
looking over the Commissioner for Railways’
report up to the end of June, 1910, I find
that the total expeunditure for railway con-
struction in Quennsland-—that 1s, Government
vailways—was £25,677,800. During last year
—from Ist July, 1910, to the end of June,
1911-—there was a further sum of £1,610.304
odd, which made the total expenditure on rail-

ruction in (Queensland £27,288 .04,
The only railway that has been built in
the Bun:laberg district since Bundaberg was
founded is a line going from Bundaberg to
Sdount Perry. That was built so fur back
in the remots past, or dark ages, that there
are only an infinitesimal number of people in
Bundabe:g who can remember the line being
opened. There are, of course, some ancient
mariners, belonging to the old generation,
who can just remember the opening of the
railway. It is true that some years ago the
line was extended right through to Bunda-
berg from Jaryborough, and then from
Bundaberg on to Rosedale, and finally to
Rockhampton ; bat the asssrtion of Ministers
—-the Preuier, the Home Secretary, and the
Minister for Railways—during their visit to
the disirict some years ago, and especially of
the Home Secretary during his {requent visits
to Bundsbers, Gin Gin, and Mount Perry,
has besn that this Government would see
that ¢very port received its full or proper
share of the hinterland trade, and the pcople
in that district have tsken these gentlemen
at their werd. They have believed in thess
assertio, As a matter of fact, I think the
last few cloctions have practically been fought
on the question—at any rate, the star feature
of the election has been the Wolea to
Dalgangal Railway. The argument used
by my ‘riend the hon. membper for Mus-
grave why the Bundaborg electors should
support my c¢pponent was that if they re-
turned a supprorter of the Government the
rallway was a cortainty. That was the
anid it was the main
reiurn for Bunda-
Lat if the elcciors
o, thoy =

¢ b

'

ol
@i wa
my oppoient thom
2y sare.  That wras 4
fe, and the throe
to evpressed  the
ay.

i . Was not that bribery?
Mr. BARBER: Nou, thev do not caull it
bribery. I know that the Speaker wiil con-

sider any remarks I would like to make,
which would give full expression to my views,
as uuyariiementary.

Mr. Co¥yne: That is a very eosrupt prac-
tice, anyhow.

Mr. BARBER: Of course it is. It depends
on which party you arc supporting in deter-
mining what is bribery and corruption. The
cost of the Mount Perry line up to the end
of last year wasz £364,816. If we take what
we consider a fair area from Bundaberg, 30
miles north and 30 miles south of Bundaberg
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—that is 60 miles—we find the amount ex-
pended on that area of 60 miles is in round
figures £360,000. When we add to that the
amount expended on the Mount Perry line,
a total expenditure of about
CGur people have bosen going into
very carefuilly, They have spent
2 considesable sum of money in collecting
e+idence, and securing dasta and statistics,
to show the possibility of that “line pay-
ing if it was constructed. They have
also demonstrated that in the area to
which I refer there is practically one-
sixth of the population of Queensland
located. We claim that if each centre is to
have a fair share of expenditure, as this
Government have asserted should be the case,
the one-sixth of the population there are.
at any rate, entitled to have one-m,xjdh of
the total expenditure on railways in the
State spent there. Instead of that, we are
a long way short of the one-sixth expendi-
ture in that district. The Home Secretary
in 1909 visited Bundaberg, and when speak-
ing in support of my opponent, Mr. Charles
Stumm, said the Government were in favour
of the construction of this line. But they
have so often told the people of thst district
they need not fear the wolf—you remember
Asop’s fable—that even their most loyal
supporters are beginning to lose faith in
their promises. We want Bundaberg and
district to get a square deal and not suffer
by the encroachment of other districts on our
preserves. Rcecently sonie fresh developments
have taken place in Mount Perry, and I
sinceraly hope that with the price of copper
now obtaining the district will have a
long run of success. Recently thers has also
been a movement in Bundaberg for the con-
struction of a line from the Mount Perry
line between Goondoon and Gin Gin, vid
central sugar mill, Walla station, Goodnight
Scrub, Kalliwa, and connecting with the
Gayndah line at Dappil. A consxc{erable
amount of interest has been taken in the
movement by the Bundaberg District Rauil-
way League, who engaged a surveyor, Mr.
Wearne, to go throuvh that part of the
country and furnish a report. I have the
report here, but I will not read the whole
of it; I will merely point out that Mr.
Wearne states here that there are 76,000 acres
suitable for cultivation, and tenms of thou-
sands of acres suitable for grazing and dairy-
ing. I wish to emphasise the fsct that
Bundaberg and district have been treated
very shabbily as far as railway construction
is concerncd. Kven the hon. member for
Musgrave assured the Bundaberg District
Railway League that they would get their
railway if they would give their support
to my opponent; but the electors of the dis-
trict considered that their interests were safer
in my bands than in the hands of my op-
ponent. When the hon. member was called
upon to give some reason why the Govern-
ment had not carried out their promises, he
felt in somewhat of a fix. He admitted that
he had always been opposed to the Port
Alma Railway; yet owing to the pressure
brought to bear upon him by the then.PreA
mier, Mr. Kidston, he voted for the railway
on the understanding that the Government
would see that the railway in his district was
constructed. That is a miserable p0§ition.
He did not believe in the Port Alma Ra,llway‘ 5
and from all accounts that Port Alma busi-
ness will pan out what members on this side
predicted—a rather miserable affair.
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION ;:
That is not true.

Mr. BARBER: I know it has had the
blessing of the Governor and the benediction
of a large number of the people of Rock-
hampton; but if Press reports are to be
relied on, i} seems that the Rockhampton
Harbour Board are already enginecring a
scheme which would practically repudiale
any responsibility as far as payment in con-
nection with any loss on the Port Alma busi-
ness is concerned.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Not the slightest intention.

Mr. BARBER: I saw an extract purport-
ing to have been taken from a Rockhampton
paper; and I make the assertion on the
strength of what I saw reported there.
Despite the bad manner in which the Bunda-
berg district has been treated in regard to
railway construction, I hope the claims of
that 1mportant district will receive some
little consideration from the Minister in
future. Bundaberg is practically the sixth
station in the State as far as revenue is
converned; and considering the large amount
of settlement that has taken place since we
sent our coloured brother back home, and the
general prosperity of the district, I think the
Government ought to give us a fair deal.
It is a long time since the Bundaberg people
asked for an improvement in connection with
the station yard; and the year before last a
coertain sum was placed on the Estimates to
carry out necessary improvements. Last

year a_ further sum, sufficient to

[8 p.m.] cover the whole cost of the work,

was put on the Estimates. The
work was started very well, a large body of
men heing put on, but they have now been
at the work for about eight months, and there
is no sign of it approaching completion. The
gang arc there for two days or a week or
two, and are then taken away altogether,
with the result that it is taking half a gene-
ration to do a £7,000 job. I am sorry the
Home Secretary is not present, because I
just want to remind him that lasi year I
brought forward a motion in this Houso
affirming the desirableness of abolishing the
iniquitous toll that the people of the Buada-
berg district have to pay to cross the Burnett.

Mr. CoyNE: Shame!

Mr. BARBER: When the hon. genticman
visited Bundaberg during the last election
campaign he was waited upon by two depu-
tations in regard to this matter, and he
proiised to see that something was done. I
hope tho hon. gentleman will not forget
that premise when we get to the solid busi-
ness of the session.- The hon. member for
Maryborough last night put forward very
strong clzims on behalf of the Maryborough
foundry, and rightly so. I should like to
say that we have a thorough up-to-date
foundry in Bundaberg. Though it is not on
so large a scale as that at Maryborough, and
docs no! go in_for building railway engines,
vet it cen handle pretty well anything else,
and T %ope thet it will get a fair share of
Government work,

M. E. B. C. Corszr: Ilear, hear!

Xr. BARBER: There is ancther matter
that I should like to refer to, and that is
the steamers provided for the pilot service.
In response to an interjection or question
by me as to why better steamor accommo-
dation was not provided for the pilots, the
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Treasurer replied that he was advised by
experts that the present steamers were able
to do all that was required. A few weeks
ago we had some very ugly weather cu our
coast, and the pilots found it prectically mm-
possible to get out and do the work they
are required to do. I pointed out in this
House last year that even the steamer }vhlch
the Government bought was totally inade-
for the requiremeniz of the pilcis. The
ol, though fairly well found, is absolutely
unsuitable for that particular work. I no-
ticed in a report of a Prese interview with
the hon. gentlernan some weeks ago that
reference was made to a case in which a
pilot wus unable to board a vessel, gmd the
Treasurer told the reporter that Le had
given instructions that if the weather was
too bad the pilots wers not to take the
risk of going out. If the hon. gentleman
kmew anything at all about seafaring Ilife
and the class of men from whish pilots
are selacted, he would know that those
men, who are bred to a hardy life and live
s hardy life, do not know what danger or
risk is when duty ealls. They refuse to
racagnise d if you put those men
down wt r tha express purpose
of brivzing ships safcly into the river, the
cudy Jisd and heeane thing the Covernmient
can do is not to oxpress a sentimental
opinion shout their work, but to provide
them with a ship that is safe and which gives

csirable comfort.  Who 1s to
e of the amount oi risk in this

. Hupposing =z vessel with 500
or 600 immigrants on board, or an ordinary
mail steatier, breaks down, and the pilots
take the risk of going out and something
happens, is the Treasurer to be the judge ]
as to whethsr ho took unnacessary riske or
net?  Theve would ba a fine howl through-
out Quesnsland if any disaster overinok any
mail or other steamer because pilots wers
not well enouzh equipped to go out and
bring that stzamer into port. It is a per-
feet seandal that pilots, who are away from
their h the best part of their life, und
who to submit to the hardest cond:-

n

tions inable,” should be boxud up it a
kind of dog box when on duty. And yet the
Treasuver says he is advised by experts

that the accommodation iz sufficient! The
pilots should be vnrovided with the kind of
craft they nesd, regardless of expense, be-
cause 80 much is involved in the gquestion
ax to .whether they can get out to vesicls
needing their assistancs. I noties ancther
old friend in the Governor’s Sneech, a1B1H
to amend the Tlections Act. It 1s about
time that that Act was amended in various
directions. Probably I shall have something
more to zay on this subject when the Iisti-
mates for the Home Secretary’s Department
come ore us, but I wish to say now that
during the twontr years I have besn in the
Bundeberg  elestorate, and the eighteen
vears 1 have taken an active part in poli-
ties, ths Bundaberg roll has never been in
such a scendalous condition as it was at the
last clection. I do not know who is_respomn.
sible, but scores of electors filled in their
claims, handed them to police officers, and
tools if for granted that their names would
be put on the roll, but when the election
took place they found that they were not
enrolled. I wert into the matter as carefully
as I could, and found that in the eastern
section of Bundaberg and also the northerm
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section the work of enrolling electors was
done splendidly, but that in other parts of
Bundaberg, especially in connection with
boarding-houses in the main stree$, where a
larze rumber of sugar-workers reside, there
wera doz of men whose names were not
on the roll. I hope that some drastic altera-
tion will be made in our Klections Aci.
Personally I think that the best Ilections
Act operating in the southern hemisphere
1s the one in operation in New Zealand. If
the Government will study the provisions
of thet Asd, they will find that New Zesxland
is far in advance of anything we have here
or in any of the other States. There is a
matizr connected with the KEducation De.
partment that I wish to refer to, and that
i the matter of tha cleaning of the schools,
I hope the XMinister for Education will take
this question into . szrious consideration.
There is no doubt that the women who
clean ocur schools reeaive very inadequate
payment. There is a szhool attended by a
large number of girls in Bundaberg, and the
cleaner is paid 18s. 6d. a week for cleaning
it. Out of this princely sum she has to find
oight towels and sc:p for washing purposes
and ten blackboard dusters. She requires
a new broom practically every three weeks.
There is no appliance such as a step-ladder
for use in cleaning the windows or sweeping
the cobwebs off the walls or ceiling, and the
woman has to stack one table on another to
do her work.

Mr. O'SurLLivax:
for Education?

Mr. BARDER: Ho is out just now.

Where is the Minister

For

clesning the boys’ scheol the lady wwho does
the cleaning gets 7s. 6d. a week. T do not
kiow whether the girls’ faces get dirtier
than the boys’, but she has fo provide
ctwo towels and eight bluckboard dusters
for ths boyx., There i no accommo-
dation or appliance for cleaning the
ws, and 1if she wunts a step-ladder

: has io borrow one. At one of the other
largss =nhools in  the dabery district

0

the pay received for cle the school 1s
£36 a year, When one couziders the great
amount of work which these women have to
do, it is evident thatthey should get = greater
remuneration thsn they do at the present
time, especially as they are body of
workers who sre unable to sneak for them-
selves. There is very great need for improve-
ment in the conditions unider which they

have to work. The other night the
H the Tressurcr gave a return show-
the amount of wages paid O men

ng in the eentral sugar-mills, but he
avoided giving what the members on this
side wanted and what the House wanted to
know, which was what wages weve paid to the
labourers employed in those mills. It will
be found from a return tabled some years
ago that the labourers in the central mills
receivn something less than 5d. an hour.

Mr. HarRDACRE: 44d. an hour.

Mr. BARBER: That speaks bad for the
Goveramsnt ¢ an employer. The men in
the mills daserve a greater rate of pay
than what they receive at the present time.
There is no mention made in the Governor’s
Speech of any increase being paid to the
teachers. This party brought the matter of
increased pay to teachers before the House
last wear, as the teachers deserve greater
recognition of their serviess than is being
given at the present time. They are the
worst paid class of people in the Govern-

‘ment service at the present time, and, with
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the exception of Tasmania, there iz no State
that pays its teachers such a low, miserable,
sweating rate of wages as the present Go- -
vernment pays our teachers.

3ir. Bmerran: It applies to the whole of
the public service,

2fr. BARBER : There are other matters I
wish to deu! with, but I will refer to them
as opporiunities arise. wish to say a
word or tv.0 about the industrial upheaval that
tock place in Queensland some months ago,
but before doing so I have a few observations
to make regarding the remarks of the hon.

vembor for Mount Morgan the other night.
There is no doubt that the reeital and rendi-
tion of the traitor’s creed by ’ths’a hon.
gentleman s done remarkably well.
(Oppousition  laughter)  And th{g applause
that was given him Dby the Government
generally and the benediction pronounced on

him bs those sitting in his immediate
vicinity )
Wy, WizxmoLT: You kept very quiel.

Mr. BARBER: When a man is going to
hang himssli it is best o Iet him do it as
quietly as possible, (Laughter.) There 1s a
lir in one of Tom Hood’s poems—

“QOnle another unfortunate going to

his death.”

That is what I thought the other night
when the hon. member for Mount Morgan
was talking of the Trudes Ha‘x’l, and the
people. The words “ The People ” weore re-
peated ad nauseam. And yet In’ 1910 the
very argument that the hon, member used the-
other might was used by him on the motion
for the adjournment of the Fouse to protest
agsinst the wction of the Kidston Govern-
ment dipping their hands into the public
Treasury to assisv Mr. Badger to crush a
young budding uwion. The hon. mebor sal
on that occasion—snd Hanszrd wxi_l verify
what 1 say—that, no doubt, an effort was
being made to crash unionism. And that
was what = tried a few weeks ago—to
crash the unionists of (lueensland. This is
not a naw matter. We have seen 1t growing
for a considirable time. It goes farther back
quar strile of last year. We have
resagtil that the attitude of the Govern-
mend, not only in connection with the sugar
strike, but on every other occasion, has been
in distinct sympathy with the large em-
ploysr. Armd Mr. Badger, who emed  to
o Brisbane and the Government in Janu-
sry and part of February last, wuas fagacious
enoush to recognise two years ago that the
action the Government then took, that of
assisting him in preventing the registration
of the Tramway Hmploycns’ 4ssociat1‘on of

Prisbane, meant that later on b uid re-
eoaive the full support 1 backi of the
Government. The Courier ssid that the

speech of the hon. member for Mount Morgan
was the greatest trouncing that the leaders
of this party and the Trades Hall over re-
coived. Tlon. members who have been here

for  some years listening to the hon.
member eculd practically enticipale word
for word what the hon. member was

goirg to say. It was the old traitors’ creed.
No doubt tha hon. member did it very well,
but he lacked the pomposity of the last
traitor whe recited that creed in this Chamnber
T rofer to the Tlon. Williasn Kidston, who
became the saviour of the party sitting op-
posite, and who was at the same time fh.e
greatest traitor to the party sitting on this
side.
OprosiTioNn MeMBERS: Hear, hear!
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AMr, BARBER: It is a great combination

laviour to one party, traitor io the
other.” No doubt the hon. member for
Mount Morgan tried the other night to

spread himself over the kon. W. Kidston,
but, if I am any judge at all, all the ful-
minations of the hon. wmember against this
party did not matter one icta. It reminded
me of the time, long ago, when I was a little
boy with long curly hair. I had a Sunday
School teacher who was rather irreverent,
and he told us a story of Noah and the Ark.
He said that when the animals were
brought into the Ark two by two two
elepn mts went in, and they were folowed
two feas. \prOQIthIl laughter.) The
ﬂew happened to touch the elephant’s leg,
and the elephant turned round and said,
“Who are you pushing?”’ (Opno,ulon
laughter.) After the tirade of the hon. mem-
ber for Mount Morgan the other night,
after all ihe brooding and prediction that
he exprassed, this party can hold its head
erect, and can say to the hon. member,
“Who are yeu pushing?’ (Renewed Opposi-
tion lsughter.) It had just as much effect
on us as had the flea pushing the elephant.

Mr. WisNaOLT: You did not say anythics
the other night.

3Ir. BARBER: I say we are always willing
to let a man hang himself as quietly
and decently as possible. We do not
want to disturb a man who is going to
his political death; the torture of the
death is enough for him. After he had
received the applause of the Government,
who rushed round and shook hands with him,
and after the benediction given by the r:emn-
bers on the front Treasury bench, the hon.
memher looked up the Courier to sce the
points he had scored. I have no doubt tho
hon. member also scored several ‘ pints””
(Opposition laughter)—considering the gene—
ral exodus from the Chamber by the
worshkippers of Bacchus on the other side
when the hon. member finished his speech,
I have no doubt that various “ pints”

were
scored. (Renewed Opposition laughter.)

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member
should couch his remarks in parliamentary
language.

3y, BARBER,: Very well, Mr. Speaker, I
shall leave the hon. member to his fate. I
said a few minutes ago that the hon. mem-
ber said that probably if we read his speech
of 1910 we would learn more about unionism
than cver we knew before. The hon. mem-
ber scems to have missed the fundamental
principl: of unionism which binds the workers
together. The hon. member and other hon.
members who have spoken this gession have
said they do not understand why these men
went out on strike. There is  something
more in unionism than «ven an inecrease in
s or a reduction in hours. There is that
spirit that binds men one to another. The
unionists of Brisbane recognised that Mr.
Badger was trying to crush that spirit in
January last. It was that that brought them
together, and it was _that that took the
thousands of people in Brisbane up and down
the streets in procession. I can quite under-
stand why hon. members opposute did not
uni lers'wncl why those men went out. It is be-
canan they arve not in touch = 1nh the workers.
Th~ v ¢laim to represent the worker, but they
have never grasped the »rinciple that binds
the workers {iogether. It was when Mr
Badger and the Employers’ Federation at-
tempted to crush and break the true spirit
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of comradeship that the forty-three unions
in Brisbane saﬂd “We are going to stand
firmly by these men tnrourrh thick and thin,’
and, although capital has claimed a victory,
althowm it has claimed to hsve broken up
that unionistic spirit that existed iIn Bus-
bane, the unionist: went back to work 4,000
stronger than they came omt. I say that in-
stead of loss there hus been considerable gain.
Never was there a strike yet that was lost.
We recognise in the time of siress and trouble
where our real friends are.
[6.30 p.m.] The hon, membor says the
workers are learning. They are
learning; they learnt a lesson duung the
strike. They saw that right from His Ex-
cellency down they practically had the whole
of society against them. They saw arrayed
on one side all that goes to make up the
whole of the present boasted civilisation of
society; they saw enrolled in the ranks
against them the whole of organised capital.
I referred to one last night<—the Imployers’
Federation, when I said that the mén knew
where the money was coming from. I said
hundreds of thousands of pounds, and hon.
members on the other side laughed. I have
a cory here of what was supposed to have
been a private and confidential circular,
isaued by the Houth Austrslian branch of
the pioyers’ Tederation, in which they set
out the netvessity to organise to crush labour,
and these are ons or two of the reasons they
give for their existence—

“(a) Testing the constitutionality of
Acts of Parliament which may be deemed
to trespass on the rights of employers.
(6) The defence of the members against

the attacks of organised labour. {¢) Com-
pensating and indemnifying members
against loss arising from indusérial
troubles.”

They levied a charge upon employers in the
following ratio:—

““ The rate of subf!ription shall be 6d.
per hesd for every employee in receipt
of less than £2 per week, and 1s. per
head for employces receiving £2 or more
per week. These rates to apply up to
500 employees receiving £2 or over per
weel, and 1,000 employees receiving

under £2 per weok., Half rateg shall be
paid on wil e*npmyees over 500 and up
to 1,000 receiving £2 and aver per weel ;
and over 1,000 and up to 2,000 receiving
under £2 per week. Qua.ru,r rates shall
1lze paid on all employees over these num-
ers.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber has occupied the time allowed by the
Standing Orders, and I shall put the question
that the hon. member be further hesrd.

Mr. BARBER : Oh, no, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. FORSYTH (Murrumba): I was glad
that the hon. member who has just sat down
did not take up the whole time of his speech
in connection with the strike. I am inclined
to think that a great deal too much time
has been taken up in connection with the
strike. Personally, I would have much pre-
ferred that two or three of the prominent
members on the Government side, Ministars,
and two or three prominent members on tns
Opposition side should have discussed the
question, and that other hon. members shoald
have afterwards discussed the questions
really before the Chamber. It has been

My, Forsyth.]
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stated that strikes are bad things for all
sides. I have had experience of the late
strike, and I should like to see it buried
in oblivion, and all the ill-feeling pass away,
and that amity should exist between emi-
ployer and employee throughout the length
and breadth of Queensland.

Mr. Ryay: This Bill which has been in-
troduced won’t do that, from what I have
seen of it.

Mr. FORSYTH : I hope it will be a long
time before the trade of Queensland is hung
up and paralysed as it was a few months
ago, and I do not think any right-minded
people in the State want such to happen
again. The idea is prevalent—and it has
been spoken of almost by every member—
that members on this side are against trade
unionists. That is absolutely false. (Opposi-
tion laughter.)

Mr. Rvan: This Bill is the strongest evi-
dence of it.

Mr, FORSYTH : I think that every honest,
right-thinking man believes in the genuine
principle of trade unionism. Anyone who
looks back and studies this question from the
very beginning must believe that the con-
ditions and hours of labour that the people,
more especially in the old country, had to
suffer were absolutely a disgrace to civilisa-
tion. That was my i1dea, and it is my idea
now. When trade unions were formed in
the first instance they could not even com-
bine; they dared not meet together until the
combination laws were repealed. When they
were repealed, the men who wanted to com-
bine for their own benefit, to try and im-
prove the conditions under which they
worked, not only as far as wages were con-
carned, but also as regards hours of labour,
were allowed that freedom and liberty. The
greatest advocates of trade unions will tell
you that. But there is one thing I will say,
that while the men fought for that prin-
ciple of freedom to combine, it was never in-
tended that when they got the freedom they
wanted, there should be libertv for them to
compel. That is a very different question.
Trade unionism should be voluntary, under
all conditions, and anyone who seeks to com-
pel, violates the very first principles of trade
unionism. There can be no get-away from
that fact; these are statements made by the
best men.

Mr. CoyneE: Hear, hear!
told that to Mr. Badger.

Mr. FORSYTH: I will deal with Mr.
Badger later on. There are some men who
do not appear to understand the difference
between right and freedom, coercion and
compulsion, but there is a great difference.
We all want every man to have the right to
carry on his business under the laws of the
land, and have freedom to combine as much
as he chooses. Trade unionism was formed
for breaking down these combination laws, so-
that men should be able to carry on their
avocations and mect for the purpose of re-
dressing their wrongs, and no doubt there
wers wrongs in those days.

Mpr. LAXD: They exist to-day.

My. FORSYTH: Every possible credit
should be given to the men who formed the
unions in the firs instance, because they had
reason to meet and try to better their con-
ditions. There are some members of this

[Mr. Forsyth.
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House—the hon. member for Rockhampton
has lived in a mining centre, and I myself was
brought up in a mining centre, and the con-
ditions that these men had to live under were
a disgrace to civilisation. They had low
wages and long hours, and practically noth-
ing to look forward to. I am pleased to
think that the combination of trade unionists
has done something for the uplifting of these
men. ‘There conditions were pitiable and
miserable—

Mr. Coyne: They are to-day.

Hr. FORSYTH : In some’case they may
be to-day, but we cannot deny that the
conditions are very mch improved, and
while there 1+ room for improvemsut, let us
be thankful for the conditions which prevail
to-day. The hon. member for Reckhampton,
the c¢ther night, mentioned the fact thut the
King, and others, werc sympathetic in con-
nection with the coal strike; and I say that
any man who knows the conditions under
which the miners work in the old country
must be satisfied that the miscrable pittance
of a minimum wage of bs. a day for .an
honest day’s work is certainly not in wccord-
ance with the civilisation of Great Britain.
(Hear, hear!) I say there is no combina-
tion of men working in Queensland with
whom I have greater sympathy than the men
who have to go into the bowels of the earth
and work under conditions which generally
shorten life. We are told that *‘ those swhom
the gods love die young’; and if that is
w0, the miner must be very much loved by
the gods, becanse in my time very few
miners lived to be old men. The conditions
of the gtrike in Brisbane and the conditions
of the strike in Great Brifain were two
distinct things. ¥lcre there was no question
of wages or conditions of living or hours;
it was because the men were not =allowed
to wear a little badge.

An OPPOSITION MEMBER :
tempt to down unionism.

Mr. FORSYTH : Nobody could stop them
from having a union—any man has freedom
to combine with others if he wishes. The
hon. member for Barcoo said that trade
unionism was used for the purposs of fight-
ing capital. I am sorry he made that state-
ment.

Mr. Ryax: I said “capitalism.”

Mr. FORSYTH : I have no desire to mis-
quote any hon. msmber. On page 111 of
Hansard of this session the hon. member
staied—* Using it for the purpose of fighting
capital,” not ‘‘capitalism.” I say 1t 1s a
bad principle; and whut every right-thinking
man should do is not to try to malke labour
fight capital, but try to get labour and
capital to work amicably together. To state
that unionism is for the purpose of {ighting
capital is not the right way to ameliorate
conditions.

Mr. R¥aX: Do you think capital should
have its own way?

Mr. FORSYTH: No; I do not think so.
I think the working msn has as much right
to be considered as the capitalist. The hon.
member said it was for the principle of
unionism that they were fighting, that it
was no: so much a question of the badge.
Assuming, for the sake of argument, that that
was correct, what was the result? Did not
Mr. Justice Higgins state distinetly that he
had no power to stop the strike? I will go

It was an at-
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further and say that even if he had the
power he was not likely to do it. What did
Mr. Justice Higgins say 7—

“As to the question of reinsiatement
of the men who were dismissed in Dris-
bane—I included it in the dispute which
was referred to the court as it was raised
at the conference, but I feel still, as I feolt
then, that I can do nothing. In the first
place, the dispute as to the dismissal or
reinstatement is confined to one State.
It doss not sesm necessarily incidental
to or part of the interstate dispute as to
the badge. I soem to have no power
over the matter under the Constitution.
In the sccond place, no ecvidence has
besn teadered to show me facts on which
1 could make an_order that would not
make confusion worse confounded. Mr.
Badger has, no doubt, appointed other
men to a considerable number, and in-
curred obligations to them, and T should
be very loth to thrust upon him a num-
ber of angry men to take the places of
the new employees. Hven if T had juris-
diction, I should hesitate to make an
order under the circumstances.”

‘What was to be gained by the strike? If
it was for the purpose of stopping Badger
from distharging men, it had no effect. As
a maftter of fact it was badly planned, and
was a ghastly failure. The hon. member
for Barcoo also made the statement that it
was his duty to try to stir up the great
mass of the people to a consciousness of the
fac: that the Government were their enemies.

Mr. BowmaN and OpPOSITION LIEMBERS:
S0 they ave.

Mr. FORSYTH : Why should the Govern-
ment be their enemics? We are all Queens-
landers, cither born here or here because this
is our adopted country; and why should any
man try to introduce into the minds of the
people the idea that this or any other Go-
vernment are their ecnemies; and I am sorry
the hon. gentleman used such terms.

Mr. Ryax: I not only used those terms,
but will try to do ib.

Mr. FORSYTH : He also made the state-
ment that the Government come down with
proposals for settling industrial disputes,
raising wages, and so on, but all those mea-
sures are useless if we cannot control prices.
If the hon. member knows anything about
economics and the conditions which control
wages or prices, he must know that the large
primary products of Queensland under no
circumstances can be protected. I can
understand the bootmaker, the butcher, or
the baker being protected by a heavy duty.
You e¢an control prices as far as they are
conerrned, but I would like to ask the hon.
member for Barcoo how he can control the
prices of wheat, frozen meat, butter, tallow,
and those things. Surely his common sense
will know that we want to have our exports
iniinitely larger than our imports so as to
be financially sound. About 80 per cent, or
90 per cent. of our primary products leave
the Australian shores, and netther State
Government nor Commonwealth Government
can protect them to the extent of one brass
farthing. How then ecan you control prices?

Mr, Harpacre: Can you reduce prices?

Mr. FORSYTH : When the goods go from
Australia to London or anywhere else, the
man who buys our goods does not ask the
man who sells the goods what it cost to
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produce them; he simply says it has to
take its place in competition with the world,
and get the price of the day, no matter what
was the cost of production.

Mr. Harpaorr: Can’t you reduce prices?
Do you say you can’t? You daren’t.

Mr. FORSYTH: What does the hon. mem-
ber mean by reducing prices?
Mr. Harpacre: (an you reduce prices?

AMr. FORSYTH: We can neither increase
nor reduce the prices of the urticles we ex-
port. 'What nonsense!

Mr. Ryax: I mean the things that we con-
sume herec.

Mr. FORSYTH: The things that we con-
sume here we may perhaps deal with, but it
must be borne in mind that we cunnot con-
trol the prices of the things we send out of
the country. I was reading » bock the other
night—a book which I often rcad and take
a great delicht in, that is the * Letters of
Juniusg,” writien 150 years avo. Ile says—

“The submission of a free people to
the exccutive authority of government is
no more than the compliznce with laws
which they themsslves have cnacted.”

I think hon. members will agree with that.
But “* Junius” goes further, and says—

“ A general nation is grateful even for
the preservation of iis rights. ] ]

*“Loyalty in the heart of the British is
a rational attachment to the guardians of
the law.”

Now we are going 1o try to presorve the
rights of the people of Queensiand, no matter
what may happen. We talk a great deal
about liberty; we talk a great deal abous
freedom, snd 1 want now to read a fac-
simile of a documsnt which was signed by
Mr. Coyne, and sent to diff 1t people in
Drisbane and other places. It is as follows:—
© Affiliated with the A LF.
“Tradex Hall,

““Brisbane, 6th February, 1912.

“ Combined Unions’ Committee.

“Dear Sirs,—~We have been informed
that you are conveying supplies from
your stores to various establishments in
this city.

““This committce wishes to intimate to
you that the only conditions \mde_r which
work can be sanctioned by this com-
mittee is by permit and according to the
conditions as per enclosed slip.

“We remain,
“Dear sirs,

“For the Combined Unions’ Committee.
*“J. Harny CovNE,
“ President.”
Here is a copy of the permit—

“ Combined Unions’ Leck-out Committes.
“ Bricbane, 1-2-1912.

“ No 55 PERMIT.
“This is to certify that

has permission to
provided that such work zSi‘mg;ro‘ods. sup-
plied is carried out solely by unionists.
“J. Harry CoynNe.
¢ President.”

Mr. Forsyth ]
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“ Combined Unions’ Committee.

“Trades Hall, Brisbane,
¢“30th January, 1912
¢ gir, - The provisions governing the
eorlosed permit are as follow:—

“(1.) All work to be carried out solely
by unionists,

i) The said unionists not to receive
any remuneration direct from you.
but such remuncration to be for-
warded to the Strike Committee.
who will pay strike allowance to
such employees on application, pro-
viding they produce fidelity voucher
signed by you.

“ Any infringement of the above pro-
visions will render the permit liable to
forfeiture.

“The eommittoe hold the right for the
withdrawal at any time of this permit.

“J. A, Moir, Sec.”

We talk about liberty! Does any man think
that any man in business would so far forget
his menhood as te go to the Trades Hall for
a permit to deliver his goods in Brisbane?

3fr. Warte: Certainly not.

Mr. FORSYTH: No sane person would
o

thing. We talk about liberty and freedom!
What hypocrisy—

“ Oh, freedom, how many crimes are

coiumitted in thy nanle!”
We want every man in the State to have
freedom, and we want to protect every man
and woman in Queensland, so that they may
have liberty to go about their avocations
without let or hindrance. No Government,
whother it be a Labour Government or any
other Government, could do otherwise. We
cannot get away from the fact that the Go-
vernment, musit protect the people. That is
a constitutional doctrine. I say the present
Government did that during the late strike.
They were determined to do it, and they did
it, and any Government which would not do
it would not dessrve the confidence of the
country £ twenbty-four hours. There are one
or two things that I want to speak about, as
though they may have been hinted at by
previous speakers, they have not been dis-
cussed with any fulness. I want to speak of a
gentleman and an officer of the Govern-
ment who, with his sound common sense and
tenderness of heart, gave the railway men
at Ipswich the best advice they ever got in
their lives. He told these men to “think,
think, think,”’ hefore they went on strike,
and the way he handled those men was a
credit to him, and had a great deal to do
with their going back to work. (Hear, hear!)
I say all honour to him. I hope the Go-
vernment will specially recognise his services.
The Commissioner of Police is also entitled
to spezisl recoguition.
Mr. BowMaN: He has got it.

AMr. FORSYTH: Yes, I know, but not
from ithis State. It is the duty of the Com-
missioner of Police not to, take sides in any
dispute which may arise, but to see that
order preveils in the city, and he did it
during the lats strike, and I admire him for
his patience, his perseverance, his pluck, and

his tsect. (Hear, hear!) He had nothing to
do with whether the strike was right or
wrong. His duty was to protect life and

[Me. Forsyth.
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property, and to see that law and order were
maintained, and he did it; and I say he
should receive that recognition which his
services deserve. We have been told by mem-
bers opposite how much they are the friends
of the farmers. They want to persuade the
farmers of Queensland that they are the best
friends the farmers have got.

Mr. Bowman: My word, we are.

Mr. FORSYTH: Let me refer to what
bas been done by the Trades Hall in Mel-
bourne in their efforts to get a log for the
farmers of Queensland. 1 do not say that
farmers should not pay a fair wage to
their employees, but I say that by insisting
upon a certain log like that which is sug-
gested you might interfere with the farming
industry in a way that may almost bring
it to ruin. Let farmers pay a falr wage,
but is it a fair thing to insist that a boy
under eighteen years shall be paid £1 2s. 6d.
per weelk of forty-eight hours, with bed and
board, and so much for overtime? If thab
log is introduced and adopted, and the
farmers are forced to pay ths wages laid
down, my impression is that there are any
number of farmers in Queensland who would
very much rather be employees than em-
ployers. I do not think they should not pay
a fair wage for a fair day’s work. There
are many men who are worth 10s. or 12s.
a day, but to insist that men who are doing
so much for the development of the State
shall submit to the proposed conditions is
something the people of Queensland will
not stand. Even the children of a farmer
are not to be allowed to work on the farm.
Any member who lives in a farming com-
munity, whether that member be on this
side of the House or the other side, knows
the struggles that farmers have had in the
pasi, and are having now, in frring to get
homes for themselves—how they have to
clear their land, build a house, ralse crops,
and bring up their families. Yet 1t is pro-
posed in this log that a boy or_ girl under
fifteen years of age, that is, a boy or girl
who has become of some use, shall not milk
a cow or pick fruit before he or she
goes to school. They must be over fifteen
vears of age before they are allowed to go
to work on the farm. Children are of great

use to their parents long bef,ore

[9 p.m.] that age, but under this log they

must not work on the farm till

they are fifteen, and then they must be paid
at the rate of £1 2s. 6d. per week, and bed
and board found for them as well. Can the
farmers afford that? I appeal to hon.
gentlemen opposite, can they afford that?
say ‘“Give them good wages, by all
means,’”’ but, can they afford that? If we
put on wages like that we will only trammel
an industry which is one of the best thab
we have got in Queensland to-day. (Hear,
hear!) We have about 24,000 men and
women employed in the dairying industry
in Queensland to-day. Are we going to ruin
that industrv? Do we want to ruin it?
I believe that hon. members opposite are
honestly endeavouring, in their own way, to
try to do what they can_to fu.rtner _develop
Queensland, but to do a thing like this WOU:ICT
be a great mistake, Last year the butter in-
dustry was worth £1.700,000 to Queensland.
When that great export of butter was started
—and we are only on the fringe of that
industry—(hear, hear!)—the whole of the
industry was revolutionised owing to the
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fact that we are able to export that amount
of butter to the old country from this State.
(Hear, hear!) We talk of our increase in
agriculture. I doubt very much if in the
£70,000 which we are spending on our De-
pa1tment of Agriculture the people of
Queensland are getting full value for their
money. When we look at the exports of
wheat from Australia—there is no export
of wheat from Queensland—when we loock
at the exports of wheat from Australia and
see the millions of money that it represents
we see that out of 85,000,000 bushels of
wheat grown In Australia only 1,000,000
bushels were grown in Queonsxand Every
year wa have got to send £1,005,000 to brmg
into Qusensland wheat, grain, flour, vege-
tables, and fruit, which I should like to sce
grown in Queensland (Hear, hear!) That
£1,000,000 should remain in the pockets of
the people of Queensland. I hope the time
is not far disiant when that may be so. In
the great farming industry, which I suppose
includes the dairying industry, there are
33,000 people cmployed in Qucensland. This
is a big industry and wants cvery possible
encouragement to increase the cultivation of

crops on our land. The cultivation is too
small altogether. We talk about the
quantity of land that is takem up. We
talk  about the 5,000,000 or 6,000,000

acres of land that is taken up every year.
Yet in 1901 we had 483,000 acres under
crop, and in 1910 we had only 667,000
acres. under crop. During the last ten
years woe have had taken up in Queensland
as agricultural farms and . homesteads
no less than 4,500,000 acres of land, and
they averszed about 265 acres cach so far as
the agricultural farms were concerned; yet
the 32,000 people engaged in the farming
industry, who tock up all that land, only
show the miiserable return of 660,000 odd
acres under crops. 1 trust that the Agricul-
tural Department will do something to assist
+his great industry and push it along. IEven
if you Include paspalum and the artificial
grasses, it will not bring up the total much,
as there are only 140,000 acres of land under
artificial grasses. Instead of having only

600,000 acres under cultivation, we should -

have at least 6,000,000 or 7,000,000 acres.
Look at what the wealth producfion would
be if you had that area of land undel crops !
We hope that something will be done to
help it along in that direction. Our rail-
ways are being extended in every direction.
‘We talk about our .railway development,
and we even “blow” about it, because it
means so much more railwiy for the farm-
ers to have facilities to bring their produce
to market. Vet with the 667,000 acres of
cultivation produced last year we only got
£192,000 in freight out of a total of
$£2,730,000. I should like to see much more
cultiv atlon than we have at present. We get
money irom London or anywhere we can to
try to develop this great State in every way

possible. That reminds me of something
that was said by the hon. member for
Puddington the other night. The hon.

meoember thinks that he has only got to open
his mouth in this House and everybody will
believe hiz words.

Mr. LexNow: Don't you believe the same
~—that every time you open your mouth the
people will believe your words?

Air. FORSYTH: When I get up to speak
I am quite serious, and I give facte. (Hear,
hear!} I do not speak or use words just to

19i2—2¢
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tickle the fancy of members of this IHouse.
The hon. gentleman harped on the fact that
I said that I believed in spending five or
even ten millions of money every year,
whereas, as a matter of fact, every member
of this House knows that I have done my
best to try to get the Governmest not to
spend so much money. (Hear, hear!) If
the hon. gentleman read my speech he would
know what I said. I said that the expendi-
ture of loan money ought to be kept down,
as we will want £3,000,000 to meet the
Treasury bills and the Commonwealth loan
falling due. The hon. gentleman was talk-
ing on a subject on which he was absolutely
ignorant, and h= has no right to speak on
any business in this House unless he is
thoroughly conversant with the subject.
(Laughter.) If the hon. gentleman is deter-
mined to guote me he should guote me as
I gave it. If the hon. gentleman continues
to talk in that strain then he is not likely
to gain the respcet of this House. I am
sorry that I have not got much more time,
but there is one matter I want to refer to
in the little time at my disposal. The Fed-
eral Government are coming into competi-
tion with the State savings banks. There
is one statement which I wish to quote cur-
sorily. Mr. Miller said recently—

“The object will not be to abtract
deposits from other institutions, but_ to
give depositors facilities for depositing
their savings, which will earn a reason-
able rate of interest, and be available
when required within a reasonable
time.”

Does not the Queensland Savings Bank do
the same? They give the same rate of in-
terest, and the money is payable on demand.
I very much doubt if a great many hon.
members have given this subject the atten-
tion it deserves. The Savings Bank of
Queensland is one of the strongest bulwarks
that any Government could possibly have.
At the end of June the deposits amounted to
about £7,200,000, put there by 140,000 da-
positors.  All honour and credit to that
noble army of men and women who by their
thrift and energy and industry have given
to the Government of Queensland this colos-
sal sum for the development of this State.
The amount in the bank is steadily increas-
ing. Since 1907 the deposits have increased
by £3,000,000, and the increase last year was
£1,000,000. Now what do we do with that
money ? Everyone who has studied the Sav-
ings Bank Act knows that two-thirds of the
money must go into Government securities,
and at the present time the Government
have £5,000,000 of it invested in Government
securities. It is placed to the credit of the
1oan fund account for the purpose of build-
ing railways and other public works. Could
the people who have saved that money put
it to a better use than that? Surely it is
only right and equitable that the people who
by thelr thrift and industry have . made
raoney in the State should put it in the
Savings Bank of the State to_be used for
such purposes ! Two-thirds of that money is
now invested in Government works.

Mr. Hamivton: VYes, but the Government
tried to make out that it was specinlly ear-
marked for advances from the Agricultural
Bank and under the Workers’ Dwellings Act.

Mr. FORSYTH: Nothing of the sort.
£5,000,000 of the money is invested in Go-
vernment debentures for the building of rail-
ways and other public works. The Treasurer

Mr. Forsyth.]
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has power, no doubt after consulting the
manager and trustees of the bank, to spend
more than that proportion in connection wish
the development of the State. Do our
friends opposite realise what this means 3o
Queensland? If any hon. member will turn
up page 15 of the Treasurer’s tables, he wiil
see that nearly one-fifth of the total cost of
our railways is represented by moneys placed
in the Bavings Bank. Then there is about
£2,400,000 to the credit of current account.
Now what do we do with that balance? We
have here the items. I believe there is about
£300,000 owing to the Agricultural Bank,
and will any man tell me that the savings
of the people could be put to any better use
than in making advances to settlers on the
land who are improving the public estate ?
That money comes from the Savings Banls.
There was an Act passed some years ago
called the Agricultural Lands Purchase Act,
and I do not think a more democratic mea-
sure was ever placed on the statute-boolk.
That Act has done an enormous amount of
good. Land that was formerly used merely
for sheep walks is now the home of thou-
sands of farmers, and the amount to the
debit of the trust fund at present is £660,000.
That money came from the Savings Bank.
We have spent about £250,000 of Savings
Bank money in dredging our rivers. Then
we all know that the public estate improve-
ment fund has done a great deal of good,
and that it has found employment for thou-
sands of men. Well, all the money spent for
that purpose has come from the Savings
Bank. Last of all, there is the money spent
in connection with the Workers’ Dwellings
Act. That is surely an Act which is doing
good to the working men of Queensland who
want to get homes for themselves and their
families, and the Government advance them
money from the Savings Bank funds at a
low rate of interest and on easy conditions.
I ask could the moneys placed in the Savings
Bank be better spent than in developing this
great State, and in assisting the working
classes of Queensland?

Mr. LeNNON: Nobody disputed the argu-
ment.

Mr. FORSYTH: Seeing the money is
earned in the State, I ask if hon. members
opposite will do their level best with their
friends to see that the depositors of Queens-
land put their money in the Queensland
Savings Bank.

GoveErRNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. FORSYTH : It is the working classes’
own bank, and it is their money that is
doing this great work. Why should not their
money be spent in our own State instead of
being spent somewhere else? We want all
the money we can get to develop this great
State. This fund is like a glorious river of
usefulness, spreading all over the land, and
leaving behind it a quickening and fructify-
ing mﬂx.lence, the benefits of which no one
ean estimate. (Hear, hear!) I think it
unwise for the Federal Government to inter-
fere in this matter; they think otherwise. Ib
is the States that must develop Australia.
They have the lands and the railways, and
the Commonwealth have neither lands nor
railways. They have other business to attend
to, I grant, and important business. They
are making a great deal of money out of
Queensland. According to ““ A.B.C.,” the
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gross revenue the Commonwealth Govern-
ment derived from Queensland in 1910 was
about £2,200,000, and their total expenditure
in the State, including old-age pensions, and
cost of Commonwealth departments, was
about £1,150,000, leaving a credit of over
£1,000,000. They return £1 5s. per head,
amounting to about £680,000 per annum, but
that still leaves them about £400,000 to the
good. Why cannot they leave the States
alone? They are making plenty of money
out of them. They have a princely revenue.
They had a surplus of over £2,000,000 last
year, and surely they might leave the States
to work out their own salvation so far as the
Savings Bank is concerned.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: IHear, hear!

Mr. HUNTER: Are you including the sugar
bonus in that money?

Mzr. FORSYTH : No, that is quite distinct.
The ocxcise received by them from Queens-
land not only pays for the bounty, but leaves
them a surplus of some hundreds of thousands
in addition. I hope that every man in
Queensland who wants to be loyal and
patriotic, and who wants to support the State
in which he lives and in which he believes,
will do his level best to get his friends to
deposit their money in our own Savings
Bank. Do you not see that if hundreds of
thousands of poundg are taken away from
Queensland and put into other Savings Banks,
it must retard the progress of this great
State? We are all anxious to see the country
develop, and woe are simply standing on the
edge of development now. I do not wish to
use any opprobious terms, but I think the
Commonwealth Government did a ‘wrong
thing in coming to interfere with this great
Savings Bank of Queensiand. I say, all
honour and credit to that big body of men,
women, and children who have put their
money into the Savings Bank, and which is
of such enormous advantage for the develop-
ment of this great State. We have a mag-
nificent heritage, and the potentialities of
Queensland are enormous, and we can never
develop it as we should until we spend
millions and millions more on i, and the
more money we can spend on i in a right
way, the better it will be for the people of
Queensland. We are all Queenslanders, and
we believe in our State. We talk about the
great State we live in, and we want to do
everything we can so as not to retard the
progress of Queensland, and I sincerely trust
that everyone will do their best to try and
get the people of Queensland to leave their
money in the Savings Bank. It is the work-
ing classes’ bank to a very large extent, and
I trust the working classes will be loyal and
patriotic enongh to Queensland to recognise
that fact.

Mr. LuNNON:
blunder of that.

Mr. FORSYTH: If the Federal (Govern-
ment give you no better terms, why should
people go to them.

An OpposiTION MEMBER: They will do so.

Mr. FORSYTH: I hope so, and that the
Labour party will help them to do so. We
cannot estimate the wonderful benefit »f our
Savings Bank to Queensland. Very often we
are £100,000 or £200,000 short for public
works, and we can go for half a million to
the Savings Bank, and carry on for the time
being. The money we are spending on rail-
ways goes to pay wages, and the men, to a
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certain extent, place them to the credit of
the Government in the Savings Bank. Is
it not just and equitable that the very men
who are e¢nabled {0 earn and save money
should leave it in their own Savings Bank?
I am sure that these statements cannot be
repudiated.

Mr., HamiuroN: You must acknowledge
that the Commonwealth Government fcrced
this Government to extend its operations ard
made 1t more useful than what it was.

Mr. FORSYTH: I do not know whether
they did. A  bank which has money on
deposit does not take it for less than twelve
months. On current account the depositors
get nothing; but in the Savings Bank, on
current account they get interest all the
time, That is an imporiznt thing. The more
we open up the Savings Bank, it will be
like a snowball, increasing in usefulness all
the time. I sincerely trust that every one
in our day and generation will do what they
can to forward the best interests of this State,
and that, in my estimation, is the highest
ideal of citizenship. We are only here for
& short time, after all. Later on we have to
“shuftle off this mortal coil,” and it must
be a satisfaction to people, even in a humble
way, if they feel that they have done their
lovel best to assist in the development of
this great State, which I believe will ulti-
mately become the greatest in Australia. We
have the land, and we want more people to
develop it, so as to get the wealth from the
s0il, and the more people we have working
here, the more money shall we have coming
into the Savings Bank. We have a good
asset. Everybody knows that the Savings
Bank is the strongest asset you can lave.
You have the whole of the assets of Queens-
land behind it—our railways, lands, and bwild-
ings. What better security can there be, and
what better bank could people put their
money in than our Savings Bank? It is the
people’s bank. I am proud of the working
people of Queensland, because through their
thrift and energy they have been akle to
save between £7,000,000 and £8,000,000, and
place it in the Savings Bank against a
rainy day. We should all do our best to
induce our people to leave their money in
their own Savings Bank, and by doing that,
not only will they be doing a good thing
for themselves, but they will be seeking in
their own small way to develop this great
State. .

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. GILLIES (Facham): I shall endeavour
to confine my few remarks to those questions
which have not been dealt with in detail from
either side of the House. I regret, and I
am sure every member on this side regrets,
that the previous speakers, especially those
hon. members representing sugar districts,
have not given some indication of what the
attitude of the Government is going to be
with regard to the burning question in the
North—the establishment of new central
mills. The attitude of the Government, and
of the Treasurer, so far as their conduct
applies to the planters in the North, has
been dealt with at public meetings, meetings

of the shire councils, chambers of commerce,

and of the Australian Sugar Producers’ Asso-
ciation. Ilivery one of these meetings con-
demmed the action of the Government in
their repudiation and failure to carry out
the contract implied in their promise to the
farmers in the North. I refer to this in my
opening remarks because I Tegard it as a
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national question. I regard the settlement
and devclopment of the Northern areas as a
question not only affecting Queensland, but
Australia as a whole. It has been recog-
nised by men who are competent to give an
opinion that one of the greatest questions
affecting this country to-day is the question
of defence, and in that question of defence«
is wrapped up the question of land sctile-
ment. As a Northern man, I do not repre-
sent a sugar growing constituency; but I
feel that QQueensland’s greatest industry is
being threatened by the conduct of the
Treasurer with regard to the promise of these
new State mills.

The Home SEcrRETARY: The action of the
Commonwealth Premier, you mean.

Mr. GILLIES: That has absolutely nothing
to do with it. It might be just as well for
me to call the attention of members to the
fact that the Royal Commission now sitiing
was not mooted by a Labour Governiment;
as a matter of fact, the first Federal Sugar
Comuuission was appointed by” Mr. Deakin,
at the request of the sugar growers. The
sugar growers of Australia, through Mr.
Archer, the late Federal memker for Capri-
cornia, presented a largely-signed petition
praying for a Commission to be appointed
to inquire into the sugar industry.

Mr. WHITE: Why didn’t the Commission
go an?

Mr. GILLIES: Because Judge Cohen, the
chairman of the commission, refused to
carry out the position of chairman, or

could not do it. Now there is a

[9.30 p.m.} change of Government, and the

Fisher Government are carrying
out the request of the producers by
appointing a commission to inquire into this
industry. It has been said by some people
that the Federal Government have no right
to indicate how much the grower should re-
ceive for his cance; and 1t appesrs to me
to be a matter of great concern with mem-
bers opposite whether the Commonwealth
commission will bring in a recommendation
that the grower shall recceive a certain price
for his cane.

Mr. E. B. (. Corser: Not at all. R

Mr. GILLIES: It is a very hard thing to
serve two masters; and it is hard for the
Government to sorve the Colonial Sugar Re-
fining Company—or the buvers of sugar and
buyers of cane-—and at the same time scrve
the sellers of cane and sellers of sugar. I
for one, as a sugar-grower most of my Ilife-
time, have looked forward, ever since the
protective duty of £6 a ton was imposed,
to the Federal Government going further
and prescribing not only that certain wages
shall be paid to the sugar worker and the
cane worker, but that the grower shall re-
ceive a fair price for his cane. It appears
to me that the Treasurer is conc=rned as to
whether the Sugar Commission will bring in
a recommendation that the farmer should
receive 15s. a ton or something like that for
his cane.

The Home SECRETARY: Nonsense ! He
only desires to safeguard the interests of the
State.

Mr. GILLIES: I know it has been the
practice of certain GOyeg‘nmer}ts in tl_le past
to give Royal Commissions instructions as
to how to bring in their recommendations.
The Federal Government appointed a com-
mission not composed of Labour men.

CoversMENT MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

Mr. Gillies. ]
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Mr. GILLIES: Will anyone dare to say
that Mr. Crawford is a Labour man?
Mr. Warte: He is the only one who is

not. .

Mr. GILLIES: What about Mr. Anderson,

of Sydney? Is he a Labour man?
OYLRNMENT MEMBERS: Yes, yes!

Mr. GILLIES: Well, if he is, he is a
good man. (Liughter.) The Federal Go-
vernment appoiuted a commission with a
free hand. -

Mr. WHITE: What about the secret letters ?

Mr. GILLIES: I never heard about the
sceret letters, my friend. I say that Mr.
Fisher appoint#d a commission to bring in
recommsndations for the preservation of the
indusiry; and I am prepsred to believe that
the great octopus known as the Colonial
Sugar Refining Company are afraid the re-
comniondations will reduce their dividends,
which, on the authority of the Federal
Attorsev-Ceneral, are somewhere in the
vicinity of 20 per cent. per annum.

The IIoMe SECRETARY : Nonsense !

Mr. GILLIES: The men in the North who
are the strongest in their condemnation of
the seotion of the Governmment in this matter
are Government supporters; and I am going
to quote the remarks of some of them. Mr.
Draper is known ax a strong supporter of
the present Government. I met him on the
boat coming down here, I am not going to
say what he waid to me; but he can see
through this thin gauze—that the Govern-
ment sre afraid the interests of the State
will not be cons:rved by the Federal Govern-
ment, recognise it as a similar dodge
to asking Mr. Fisher to send up the military
—to discredit the Federal Government at
the forthcoming Federal election. Tirst of
all I was inciined to believe—and I still
believc—that they have not too much cash;
but I believe it is their object to discresdit
the Faderul Clovernment by trying to con-
vines the fzrmers that the Federal Govern-
ment wve responsible for hanging up the
construction of these State mills.

The HoME STCRETARY: So they arc.

Mr, GILLIES: I am sorry the hon. mem-
ber for Xlirani left this question severely
alone. The party opposite are generally

w1 to be the friends of the farmers,

1w Labour party are always pointed
ab as being the enemics of the farmer; but
the farmers in the North are beginning to
realise that the CGovernment are not the
friends of the farmer azt wll. Now this is
what Mr. Draper said at a meecting of the
Cuairgs Chamber of Commerco—

“ Considering thet millions of Queens-
land money had been sunk in the sugar
industry which was subjeet to the same
Federal laws and regulations; seeing that
men had put their all upon the word
of the Queensland Government, it wus
manifestly unjust if not deliberately dis-
honourable for the Government to turn
round 4t the last moment and under
what could only be regarded as = subter-
fuge refuse to proceed with the Babinda
Mill”

That is not the only supporter of the Go-
vernment who made use of just as strong
words. Indigration mestings have been held
practically all over the North protesting
against the conduct of the Government in not
carrying out their promises. The farmers
who, on the word of the Government, started
clearing operations and planted cane will be
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practically ruined if the Government do not.
carry out their obligations with regard to the
establishment of mills at Babinda and
Darradgee. This is a question of national
importance, because it is recognised by com-
petent men that the North of Australia is
the backdoor of Australia, and it is neces-
sary in order to hold this country for men
end women of our own colour and ideals, to
fili our empty spaces and develop our tropical
iudustries. 1t is a burning question in the
North, and it affects the whole of Queens-
land, and I hope the Treasurer will recon-
sider his decision and not try to deceive the
peopls by making out that he is afraid to
de anything on account of anything the
Federa! Government may do to injure the
sugar industry. I quite believe that the
Colonial Sugsr Refining Company have some-
thing to do with this matter. One hon.
member opposite stated that there are quite
enough niills to crush all the cane that was
grown last season. It is a fact well known
to any man who knows anything about sugar
at all, that it is impossible to have just
sufficient mill power to crush the maximum
or minimum crop—you must have a margin
of power to provide for emergencizs. During
the last ten years Australia has imported
40,000 tons of sugar every year. Why can-
not we in the North, where we have some
of the best sugar land in the world, manu-
facture all the sugar that is required for use
in Australia? Some hon. member on the
other side spoke about the necessity of having
a greut exporl trade, but I am one of those
who believe that we should first of all pro-
duce all that is consumed in Australiaz, and
then export. We should first of all produce
those commodities which are profitable, and
in the production of which good wages are
paid. The sugar indusivy if properly
handled—and I belisve it wiil be properly
handled after the Sugar Comumission send
in their recommendations—should be the best
wage-paying industry in Australia. An in-
dastry which is protected to the extent of
£6 per ton ought to be the best wage-paying
industry in the Commonwealth, and if the
moncy for that protection is provided by the
people of Australia they are justified in de-
manding that the money shall go into the
puckets of the people who are doing the
work in that industry, and not into the
esffers of the Colonial Sugar Refining Com-
pany to pay dividends. It has been said that
the cempany could import all the sugar they
require, and I agree with that statement,
but that fact does not justify their making
divideads out of the protection offered for
the encouragement of the industry. All they
care about iz to pay dividends to their shave-
holders; they have “no body to be kicked or
soul to be damned,” and they do not care
whether their profits are made by white or
black labour. ~The Sugar Commission, if
ther do any good at all, will certainly make
some recommendations which, if adopted,
will elip the wings of that monopoly. I hope
that the speakers who follow me will have
something to say on this grest question,
which not a party quesiion, but a great
national question. Now, I desire to touch
n another matter which I think covcerns
a whole of Quesnsland. 1 do not think
thing has heen suid with vegard to local
rnment. I had the honour to represent

gove
the newest shire in Queenslind at the last

Loc;l Authorities’ Conference, and I must
admit that the Home Secretary éreuted the
delegates vory well. Another conference is
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to be held very soon, and I presume we shall
hear the same speeches from the hon. gentle-
man on that occasion, and the same speeches
from the Minister for Lands and the Premier.

The Homr SecrETaRrY: I expect we shall
hear the same from you, without doubt.

Mr. GILLIES: The Home Secretary gave a
promise at the last conference, which 1 shall
quote, but before doing so, I may mention
that 300 delegates were present at that confer-
encs, representing nine cities, twenty-four
towns, and 125 shires. The Premier said on
that occasion that there were present no less
than five adminisirators, who were members
of local authoritics. I belicve there are many
members in this Chamber who, like myself,
have graduated In the school of the local
authorities, and 1t i8 a very good school to
graduate in, but when members reach this
House they should not forget the disabilities
under +which Jocal authorities labour. I
wanted to quote from the speech of the Home
Secretary, but I caunot lay my hands on it
just at the moment, ¢o I shull content myself
with saying that he said he had great
symputhy with local authorities, and I be-
liecve he has—and promised to give very
favourable consideration {o any request they
might male. Certain resolutions were passed
at that conference which I am going to quote
in order to refresh the hon. gentleman’s
memory, because 1 notice that no reference
is made in the Governor’s Speech to any
amendment of the Local Authorities Act or
the Lands Act with a view to carrying out
the recommendations of the conference—re-
commendations made by the representatives
of a body of men whom the hon. gentleman
said constituted the greatest Parliament in
Queensland. 1 agree with that remark—the
local authorities are the greatest of all Par-
liaments, greatar than the State or the
Federal Parliament, because they are nearer
to the people, and they are doing a work
which descrves more cousideration than it is
receiving from the present Government. The
next conference will take place next month,
and I am sure we shall have the same trip
down to St. Helena—(laughter)—and if the
ex-deputy leader of the Opposition makes use
of the phrase *“ old fossils’” again, I hope the
delegates will not take any exception to it,
but will begin to réulise that he was correct
in stating that they might expect some con-
sideration from a Lebour Government. Here
are some of the resolutions which were passed
at the conference—

“1. That the Governmeut be asked to
place a sum of money at the disposal of
lowsl anthoritiss for the construction of
roasls through Crown lands cut up and
sold bwv the Governmont.

“2. That the ownership and proceeds
of sales of timber on rowuds and roserves
be wested in local authorities.

3. That the attention of the Go-
vornmesnt be drawn to the justice of grant-
ing Joeal authoritics portion of royalty
derived from sale of timber, for making
roads over which such timber is hauled.

“4. That where rates are due on land
which is afterwsrds surrendered to the
Crown or forfeited, and where the de-
posit or part thercof is retained by the
Lands Department, that department
should pay rates due.

5. (@) That greater care should be
taken by Lands.Department surveyors as
#o positions and grades of surveyed roads.

“ () That where a deviation of a sur-
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veyed road is obviously necessary before
construction is commenced, that the sur-
vey of such and cost of resumptions, if
any, should be borne by the Lands De-
partment.

“ That local authorities should have
full control of waterfalls within their
area, and that no individual or company
should be given a right to water power
without the consent of such local
authority.”

These resolutions were all carried by a very
large majority. I take it that as a great
number of those delegates are slavish fol-
lowers of the Government they were quite
convinced when they passed these resolu-
tions, togsther with the assurance given by
the Home Secretary, that they would get
syuipathetio treatment from the present Go-
vornment. With regard to the last resolu-
tion, I wish to say that [ am assecisted with
a party who believe that such ussets as
waterfalls and water power should not be
given into private hands, but ‘should be
worked by the State itself.

The Howe SECRETARY : If you had followed
she course of events you would know that
that is covered by th: Water Act we passed
last year.

Mr. GILLIES: A refuest was_ma.de to
the Premier by the local authorities in the
Cairns district that the local authorities
should take over the Barron Falls and har-
ness them for the purpose of providing water
power. The Premier refused to grant the
request, and he had a perfect right to do
so if the Government are going to harness
the Falls. But if the Government do not
intend to do anything in that direction, they
should allow the local authorities to do so.
I would like to know the intentions of the
Government in that matter later on. No
private company should_ be allowed to con-
trol waterfalls or anything of that kind.
These are some of the resolutions passe‘gl ab
the last Local Authorities’ Conference— ’t‘;he
great unpaid Parliament of Queensland ”—
and I regrat that cffect has not een
given to them. although I am plegsed to -
hear from the Home Scoretary that efiect has
been given to one of them. With regard to
the Land Act, as a selector and a man who
has been a farmer and selector all my life, I
think there is great room for amendments
in our present Land Act. I am somewhat
disappointed that there is not an ame nding
TLand Bill brought down this session.

Mr. MurprY: There will be one before the
end of the year.

Mr. GILLIES: The rents charged for land
in North Queensland are far too high,
especially in places so iar away from the
great centres of population. Provisicn Vs}}ould
be made, as is the case in New Sop.éfn Wales,
whereby a man can acquire a living area
irrespective of the quantity .of.land he takes
up. It does not matter if it is 10 or 10,000
acres so long as he has a living area. It is
desirable that every man who is settled on
the land should be contented. It is one of
the 'greatest questions that affects the go-
vernment of a country to settle men on the
land so that they will become permanent
settlers and wealth producers in this State.
It is no satisfaction to a government to com-
pel a man to go into a scrub area and put
in five years counting the time when he will
be able to sell out for a few hundred pounds

Mr. Gillies.]
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and get away. The desire should be to make
him a permanent settler.

Mr. MacxiNTOSH: Give him the freehold.

Mr. GILLIES: Never mind the old gag
about the freehold. When we have an op-
portunity we will give a man a lease, and
make conditions so attractive that men will
succeed on the land. We will not take
rent from him as soon as he goes on the
land, but will give him time to pay it.
When a man pays £6 an acre for land,
as he has to do in the Atherton Scrub, he is
not able to pay rent straight away; in fact,
no man is able to pay rent for five years if
he takes up a scrub selection, and no Govern-
ment is justified in taking the rent out of
his pocket and leaving him stranded on the
land. It would be a better policy to give
him the land for nothing. Another thing
which works very well in New South Wales
is the system of reappraisement. If a man
takes up land at £5 or £6 an acre, and he
thinks he has given too much for i, he
should be able to go to some tribunal and
have his rent reassessed. It is not right
to make him forfeit the land if he finds out
his rent is too much. If he had the oppor-
tunity to go to some court, he might be
able to make out a good case to get a reduac-
tion in the price.

My, HamiLtoN: Suppose the court thinks
he should pay more. o

Mr. GILLIES: Then he should pay more.
I would like to see some provision introduced
for establishing working men’s blocks. A
great deal has been said about the labour
problem—and it is a problem—those who
desire to employ labour—ecasual labour—
should make some provision to seftle this
labour near by. A man could be employed
in the sugar districts for six months of the
year, and the Government would be well
advised to provide working men’s blocks for
these men on the Atherton tableland.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Do you
know that we are doing that?

Mr. GILLIES: I am aware it has been
talked of, but I learn from the Lands De-
partment that it will require fresh legizla-
tion.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: It is done
in the sugar districts. .

Mr., GILIAES: I know 1% is in operation
in the sugar districts, but I would like to
see it done in the Atherton district. We
have an ideal climate there; it is the
sanatorium for the whole of Australia. It
is 2,600 fect above the level of the sea, and
it would be an ideal place for the establish-
ment of working men’s blocks. A man could
live there with his wife and family, and whea
the suguar crushing season came on he could
go to the coastal districts in the sugar dis-
trizts and work till it was over, leaving his
wife and {amily on the small working man’s
block of land which he has taken up. He
will not want much land, just sufficieut to
¢nable him to keep a cow and grow his own
vegetables and fruit, so long as he was in
readiness to go to the sugar farm when he
was wanted. I am a farmer myself, and I
know that there is a great difficulty that the
farmer has to contend with, and that is, that
he cannot afford to pay for labour all the
year round. With regard to the railway
policy of the Government, I am not going
to condemn it. We have the great curse of
centralisation in New South Wales, and we
do not want it in Queensland, although it
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is beginning to show itself here. Fortunately,
we are naturally favoured for decentralisa-
tion, as we have ports every few hundred
miles along our coast, and we only want
railways from those ports to connect with
the hinterland behind them, in order to cpen.
them up. We would like to see all these
ports linked up with the hinterland by n.eans
of railways. I desire to see an alternative
route o the coast from the Atherton Table-
land. I am not committed to any particular
route, but the time is not far distant when
the produce of that great district

[10 p.m.] behind Cairns cannot be taken
to port on one pair of rails. A

great deal has been said about the contract
svstem of building railways, and a great deal
of money hag been spent in making good the
results of the contract system on the Cairns
railway. During the last twelve months the
Government have speat £60,000 in vepairing
that railway owing to Mr. Robb’s work having
been so faulty. I am not going to say that
the work that has been done there now 18
not permanent, but I believe that one pair
of rails will not for many years carry
all the produce of the Cairns hinterland,
and the Government would be wise to take
steps to cause a survey to be made from
Millaa Millaa to Mourilyan, and to Cook-
town or Port Douglas. I do not care to
which port it goes, so long as it will open
up good country. I was much d}sappomted
at the reply the Secretary for Railways gave
me the other day with regard to the Millaa
Millaa end Cedar Creek Railway ex-
tension. I want to impress on hon. mem-
bers on both sides the importance of carry-
ing out in the near future the railway from
Malanda to Millaa Millaa. There are 400
or 500 settlers who have gone out beyvond
the present terminus of the line on the
definitc promise of the Government that this
line would be constructed, and it involves
great hardship on those settlers. If the
Government are really in sympathy with the
poor man on the land, they will certainly
make an effort to carry out their promise
to those selectors, and not only give them
the necessary connection with their holdings,
but enable them to become permanent
settlers. At present the packing charges
involve a tax on every selector of from £15
to £20 per annum for the necessarles of life
alone, to say mnothing of ordinary com-
forts. Why should the Government
hesitate about making this very necessary
extension? It will open up one of the
richest parts of Queensland, and it 18
sottled by people who are the very best
class of settlers I have come in contact
with in any part of Australia. I hope the
Governrmaent will see the wisdom, not orly
of carrying out their obligations in connec-
tion with this line, but they will also go on
with the line from Tumoulin to Cedar Creek,
which is of equal importance and urgency.
I now want to say & few words about the
betterment system. I am not one.of those
who believe in that system. I believe that
the Government should appoint, the ssme
as they have done in other States, a Public
Works Standing Committee to inquire intc
the merits and demerits of any railway .Whmh
is asked for by the people. The evidence
should be laid before Parliament, vand.lf the
line is considered a payable one and it will
develop country, it should be carried oufb
without any guarantee from the people at
all. I am associated with a party who say
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that the whole of the railways of the State
should be financed and controlled by the
State as one great system. The betterment
system is unfair in this way, that it gives
the logal people who are called upon to guar-
antee the line no say whatever as to where
the line shall go, how it shall be constructed,
or how i1 is to be managed after it is buillt.
Thera should be no taxation without repre-
sentation.

Mr. HamivtoX: They are allowed to say
whether they will have the line or not.

Mr, GILLIES: I know that, but I belicve
in giving them some volce in the matter
of the coustruction and management of the
railway. I will say no more with regard to
railways, except to express the hope thut
the Secretary for Railways will push on with
the two railways that have been promissd in
my district Every Minister who has visited the
Atherton Tableland has iold the people that
they recognised the great work they are
undertaking in settling the country so far
away from the centres of civilisation, and
they have led the people there to expect
sympathetic treatment from the Government,
I hope they will keep their promiges. The
Premier has been there himself, and he knows
the conditions. As Secretary for Lands he
made available more land on the Atherton
Tableland than any other Secretary for
Lands, and I am sure that he is fully seized
with the importance of not only making land
available, but of enabling the settlers to be-
come permanent wealth producers. The
Secretary for Agriculture is regarded in that
district as the white-haired boy of the
Cabinet, because he certainly has done some-
thing for the district. He has given us an
experimental farm. Kvery supporter of the
Government, when he starts to tell you what
the Government have done for Atherton,
says, ‘ First of all, they gave us the experi-
mental farm,” and then he pauses for a
while and says, ““ And they promised us the
Millaa Milloa railway.”” The Secretary for
Agriculture carried out his promise in recard
to the experimental farm, and I believe he
intends to fulfil the promise he made me
that he will carry out experiments in sugar
culture. As a practical sugar grower, I am
quite convinced that sugar will grow on the
tableland. When that part of the country
is, devoted to dairying and sugar growing
we shail get rid of one of the curses of the
North--the Chinaman. It will not be my
fault if sugar is not grown there, and I hcpe
the hon. gentleman will carry out his pro-
mise in such a way as to demonstrate be-
yond a shadow of a doubt that sugar can be
commercially grown there. I do not say that
the Government would be justified in putting
a mill there before they find out whether
sagar csn be grown at a profit.

Mr. LuNNoX: You need not be slarmed
about that. (Laughter.)

Mr. GILLIES: This experiment can only
be carried out by putting in from 5 to 10
acres of approved varieties on the State
farm and sending the cane to the Mulgrave
Mill or some other mill to have it crushed
so that the actual sugar content can be as-
certained. Now, the Minister for Education,
T hope, will carry out his duty to the children
of the pioneers of the Atherton Tableland—
that is, to establish State schools at all the
centres of population. I have several re-
quests to make for the establishment of
schools—one at Malanda, and at various
other places where settlement is springing
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up, and where large towns will come into
existence in the near future. I hope the
Minister will anticipate some of the progress
that is going to be made there, and that
he will not stint the expenditure of public
money in a district like the Atherton Table-
land.

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER: You have only
been there lately.

Mr. GILLIES: I have been Athere long
enough to find out the possibilities of that
district—to find out that the North of Queens-
land is going to be the greatest part of
Australia. The actual extent of the scrub
areas on the Atherton Tableland is yet un-
known, but I have it on the word of phe
Minister for Railways that it is 30 1miles
wide by 100 miles long. That area 1s equal
to carrying a population as large as the
total population of Quecnsland at the present
time, and the (jovernment should not hesitate
to spend money to encourage those people
who have gone out into the wilderness to
develop that country. 1 hope the advice of-
the hon. member for Bundaberg will be fol-
lowed by the Minister for Hducation with
regard to his treatment of the tegwhers.
State school teachers are engaged in the
greatest work—in the work of moulding the
characters of the future citizens of this coun-
try—and too much consideration cannot be
given to those who are prepared to enter
the Rducation Department, in order that
we may secure the very best men and women
in the State for that work. I was very much
disappointed as an Australian to hear that
the (ueensland Government quite recently
felt called upon to import ten teachers from
the old country, while we have in Queens-
land men and women capable and willing
to enter this branch of the service if the
conditions are only made attractive to them.
I hope the Minister will not stint the ex-
penditure in this muatter. Education is the
most important of all questions, because
ignorance is the root of all evil. The
Labour party are great believers in free,
compulsory, and secular education. They
realise that as soon as the neople become
educated they will all be found supporting
the Labour party. (Government laughter.)
I do not think I need take up much more
time.

Mr. PeTRIE: I do not think so.

%fr. GILLIES: I hope I have not hurt
the hon. membar’s feelings in_ anything I
have said, becauss it is my desire to go0
through lifs, while voicing my own oplmiois,
without treading on the corns of people who
have different polifical opinions to myself.
Amongst some of my personal friends are to
be found some of my bitterest political
opponents. It is very important that we
should have difference of opinion mn political
matters; only by differcnce of opinion can
we malke any progress. I shall alvays speal
straight while I am here, but I s'hall alwars
endeavour to do so in a way which will not
hurt any man’s feelings. One hon. member
opposite had a good deal to say, about the
claims of the Rural Workers’ Union, and he
jusinuated that the Labour party were res-
ponsible for the claims.

Mr. PETRIE: So they are.

Mr., GILLIES: So they are; and the
Labour party are responsible for the strikes
too, are they not? If there was no Labour
party at all, not only would we have strl}{es,
but we would have rural workers unions
also. Let me remind hon. members wha

Mr. Gillies.]
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endeavour to gull the people that the claim
has not become law, and the employers have
the right -to make out a case before an
impartial tribunal. If they make out a good
case, the rural workers’ claims will not be-
come lasv; but if the rural workers make out
a good case, the rural workers’ claim will
become law.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
would you get on in Atherton?

Mr. GILLIES: The farmers in Atherton
are intelligent enough to know that good
wages are neccssary for the expansion of
their industries.

The SECRETARY FOR
they pay them?

Mr. GILLIES: Take the butter industry.
Some of the speakers have said that the
butter industry depends for its future de-
velopment on the ILondon market. In
England to-dsy there are 13,000,000 on
the verge of starvation. If these people
wers getbting decent wages, would they not
Le alde to use good Australian butter. The
dairy farmer will realise that without good
wages his industry must go to the ‘wall. It
does not matter what industry a man is
engaged in, if he is a producer he must be
a believer in fair conditions. It appears to
me that the men who condemn the Labour
party, and ray they are advocates of big
wages, the policy of the other party being
a policy of ne ives, they must be adwvo-

How

Agricurture:  Could

cates of low v Thez Labour party’=
objestive is the sceurizg of the 11 results
of their industry to all producsrs—not to
a cortain on, but to all seetions. Ix oo
the farieer a producer?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: The hon.
member for Leichhardt to-night was advo-
cating a reduction in the cost of food.

Mr. GILLIFS: While the Labkour parix
cent conditions, they also siand
for cheap lend; and I take it that the party
oppositc—who hy infercnce admit thsé thes
stand for lo aces—also stand for dear
lazd. We believe in making the land cheap
zible to the people who dosire to
use ib—not to make it dear in order to £l
the pockst of the land speculator—and any
law which will give the land user the full
remaly of his labour and zles ¢l wn land,
will net sait the land speculator. The in-
tez;es’(s of thess two individuals are diametri-
cally opposed. It is a difficult thing to
serve two masters. If the party opposite
believe in kesping up tho price of land in
order that the land speculator may get bis
“pound of flesh,” then thay cortainly can-
not give us a condition of things that swill
give the bonid fide land user ace to the
land on the easiest possible condiiions. I

am not going to take up the time of tha
Hounse b :
strike.
for di

making long reference to
We hud strike for breakfast, sirika
ey, and sirike for tea during iln
H - have had practically no-
fince we met in this Cham-
ber ;g we rhall have strike again when
fhg Bill is under consideration; =0 I am
going to ressrve practically all T have ta
say on the matter until the Bill is before
us. I just want to say, however, that no-
body deplores strikes more than I do. The
party I am associated with have the prin-
ciple of conciliation and compulsory arbi-
tration on their platform; and theé party
advocating that principle cannot be advo-
cates of strikes. It has been said, and it
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has been believed by many worthy people,
that Labour in politics is responsible for
strikes. I just want to ask those gentle-
men who take up that attitude how it is
that the greatest strike that ever took place
in Australia was before there was a single
Labour man in Parliament. Even if it were
possible to annihilate every Labour man in
politics in one¢ duy, instead of strikes being
reduced, there would be greater industrial
irouble than ever, because the purty that
stands for vested interests, trusts, and com-
bines weuld run riot, and there would be
something like civil war. I think the La-
bour party’s proposal for conciliation and
compulsory arbitration is the only method
of bringing employer and employte together
and reducing industrial trouble to a mini-
mum. I do not think I need say any more
on this question to-night. 1 will have some-

i iy sEy P rding the great mining
hen Eijls are being con-
wid T owill ennciede with #he hope
] Treasurer will reconsider his
decizicn with regard *» central mills in tha
North, and give the House an surance
beforc many hours that he will rield to the
pressure and the logie brough? to bear on
him ard carry out the promises made by
vesponsible Ministers to the people in the
North of Queensiand. (Hear, hear!)
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Mr. LUKE (Adubigny): It gives me great
pleasure to compliment the hon. member for
Gympis and the hon. member for Bowen on
the able manner in which they moved and
seconded the Address in Reply. 1 think the
new members on the other side have shewn
that there are many able -peakeors there;
and I hope that when Bills are being dis-
cussed, the party feeling, which is very high
over this industrial trouble, will be sunk,
so that we may get on with the business of
the country, and pass legislation that will
be useful to the rising generation. With
regard to the railway administration, I think
the Government are doing their best towards
developing this vast State; and I was sur-
prised at the way in which members ol the

. Opposition opposed the proposal to increase

the rate of interest on Iloans to be raised,
because we must have money to carry out
railways that have been passed. And if
loans are not ruised, many of the wage-
earners will not have the employment that
can be given when loan money is available
for public works. I have to compliment the
Minister for Agriculture on the able way in
which he administers his department. I
think he has shown that he intends to run it
on business lines. He has done away with
the experimertal farmy which were not pay-
ing, and which have net attained the object
for which they were established. I feel con-
fident that the Minister’s new idea of having
lecturers is going to do a great deal more
good than the experimental farms. I think
the Gatton College is too elaborate, because
the people there have the Treasury behind
them, and very few farmers have the capital
to invest in the latest improved implements.
The Minister sees that; and his idea is to
get a principal for the college who will con-
duct it on sound business lines. It is not a
question of salary; but we should get the
best possible man to run the college. Our
cducation system stands quite as high as
almost any education system in Auwustralia,
and is carried out in a very high-class manner.
The hon. member for Bacham talked about
teachers being brought out and put above the
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heads of our own teachers. My idea is that
in many States education has been neglected
to a certain extent because it does not re-
turn a direct revenue; but we should not
look at it in that light; we should consider
that it is of the greatest value to our
children.  (Hear, hear!) I agree with the
hon. member for Eacham that many of the
teachers in outside distriets do not get the
salary we would like to pay them. In many
cases_the reason for the salary not being
sufficient is the increased cost of living. The
increased tost of production brought aboub
by industrial legislation is the cause of many
of those teachers not being able to live on
the salaries which would keep them comfors-
able in the past. The Labour party have
abandoned one plank; and it is one to which
members_on this side agres—nainely, equal
opportunities for all. Members opposite have
told us repeatedly that they advoeate prefer-
ence to unionists; therefore they are pre-
paréd to legislate for only one class. I say
that if there is to be any preference it should
be preference to indusiry, and not to any
particular class or union or body of men.
I started as a wage-earner, and my sym-
pathies are with the wage-carnors; but 1
have always held the political views I hold
now; and I will continue to hold those views.
I have accumulated a certain amount by wmy
own industry; and I do 1ot see why I should
be asked to divide it with the first loafer
that comes along. I want it for myself and
for my wife and children. As a loocal
authority delegate, I wish to compliment
the Home Secretary on the very nice way in
which he entertained the delegates at Si.
Helena; but I connot say, like the hon.
member for Kachem, that I would liks to go
there again. I visited the place as a guest ;
but T have no wish, as he has, to go there
again. I helong to the rural producers.
I am a farmer and dairyman—
[10.30 p.m.Jone of the class whom support-
ers of the Opposition call *“ teat-
pullers”’—(laughter)—and I am proud to be-
long to thet class. They are honest and in-
dustrious men, and trea} their children in a
better way than the rural workers say they
do. The rural workers tell us that we are
not to employ our children until they are
fifteen years of age. I would invite mem-
bers of the Opposition to come with me next
Wednesday to Crow’s Nest, snd I vill show
them childrern who work in the dairy, and T
do not think they will find a healthier, better
lot of children anywhere in the State. The
Minister for Agriculture can endorse what
I say, bzcause he knows the distriet well I
thirk Aubigny holds the record for children,
or if not it is very clore to it. There is one
family of twenty-five, all of the same name,
who are on the Aubigny roll.
An OPPGSITION AiEMBZR: Do they vote La-
bour?

Hr. LUKKE: Yey; they ull vote Labour.
If hon. members opposite paid a visit to
that district they would find ample proof
that we dairymen do not sweat our children,
and I would suggest to those hon. membters
that if they gave up pulling the legs of the
workers of this State, and took to “teat
pulling” it would ba better for Queensland.
{Lzughter.)

Mr. LAND (Zalonne): I have carefully
perused the Governor's Speach, but I can-
not say that I am disappointed with it
because I did not expect much. I do not
intend to wade through the whole of the
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Speech, but I should like to refer to ons
or two matters mentioned in it and to some
of the Bills cnumerated. In the first para-
graph I find these words—
“In consequence of the recent bene-
ficent rains it is highly probable that
the State will be favoured with a con-

tinuance of the remarkable ps erity
it has enjoyed for many successive
years.”

I never remember, in the history of 2118
land, rain coming at a 1:ore opportu time
to avert a very greas disaster. I have tra-
velled a good desl in s country, and to
give lion. membes: » idea of ithe state
in which it was before the reecont raing I
may mention that in iy district there were
only two drinking places for & distance of
115 mifes along the mai ! ;

miles and the other ef 49
remainder of the journey was wilkout =ny
water., The reason I refer partieularly to
this question is that I congider it is the duty
of the Government to go in for a system of
water conservation. Now is the time to
initiate such a scheme, as we have had splen-
did rains, and I suppose every waterhole in
Queensland is full to-day. I do not, at this
juncture, advocate water conservation for
irrigation purposes. I hold that in view of
the large amount of money we arc spending
on the construction of railways to open up
the country, it is absolutely necessary to pro-
vide roads to those railways, becauss if we
do not provide roads and water for the pub-
lic we cunnot expect tha lines to pay. I do
not think the is any great chancs of get-
ting an improvement in our methods of
water conservation in Queensland while our
hide-bound hydraulic department exists as
it is. We must first do something to alter
the management of that department. The
Government have plenty of opportunities
to conserve water, because we have creeks
and rivers, and any quantity of zcountry
in which artesian water is casily obtained;
and it would be a great boon to the State
if the Treasurer and Minister for Lands
would take steps to institute immediately a
system of water conservation for the benefit
of Queensland. With regard to the DBills
enumerated in the Governor’s Speech, I wish
to say a word or two about the Industrial
Peace Bill. I should have liked to bave
seen this measur» framed somewhat on the
lines which i*s titlo indicates, but I must
say that now that I have seen the Bill T
am disappointed with its provisions. I am
certain from 1y own experience that the
people of Queenslund do not desire strikes.
I dread strikes, and would do anything
in my power to avoid a strike. I have
never met a man or woman who wished to
go on strike. Hvery one with whom I am
acquainted who has engaged in a strike
has done so because the strike was forced
upon_ him. A good way fo a.YOld strikes is
to adopt compulsory coneiliation and arbi-
tration, and I had hoped that the Govern-
ment would have taken action in that direc.
tion with a view of securing industrial
peace. t any rate, I thought they would
have introduced a better measurs than that
which has been placed before the House.
Another measure I wish to refer to briefly is
the Bill to amend the Elections Act. In
travelling through the length and breadth
of Queensland I find that many persons who
are qualified for enrolment are not on the
roll. "It is very important that the Govern-
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ment should introduce legislation to pro-
vide that everyone who is qualified shall
have hig name on the electoral roll. I find,
also, that many people who have becen on
the electoral roll and who have never be-
come disqualified have had their names
omitted from the roll. Matters of that kind
should Le looked into. I hope when the
Llections Bill comes before the House that
it will be a liberal and up-to-date measure.
I would like to make reference to the
Liquor Bill. Before the old Liquor Bill was
introduced last year the Premier promised
the Church, he promised the temperance
people, he promised the licensed victuallers—
in fact, he promised evervone in Queens-
land thst he would introduce and pass an
up-to-date Liquor Reform Bill. I never saw
a greater failure of a Bill than that Bill
which wav introduced and passed through
this House last year. I think that that
Liquor Bill was a good deal the causec of
the clection being brought on whon it was.
I do not think the Premier had any right
to get a dissolution when he did. Tt was
not a fair thing, in the first place, to mem-
bers of this Ifouse, and it was not a fair
thing to the people of Queensland either.
Within the last cight years we have had
no less than five general elections. Some
of those -elections were brought about by
treachery on the part of some of the leaders.
It is a very wrong thing that the Premier
should have brought about an election when
he did. The Police Offences and Summary
Jurisdiction Bill is an old friend of ours—
we have soen it before. If it is the same
Bill, T hope that we will get an opportunity
of knocking it into shape. The Bill that
was introduced last year was a disgrace 1o
any country. I was anxious to see a Trade
Disputes Bill placed on the programme for
this ses:sion, as we want such a Bill passed
to enable the unionists throughout thisx State
to carry on their business without any frie-
tion. With regard to our immigration 5ys-
tem, T do not agree with the method adopted
by the Gowornment for bringing people
here. In the country districts you can find
many men who are natives of this country
—fairly aged men, as well as younz men—
knocking about looking for something to do
and unable to get it. You will also find
newchums taking their places at a lower
rate of wages. It is a wrong thing to
bring working men and women into +his

country at the taxpayers’ expense—at the -

expense of the working men here—to com.
pete against them in the manner in which
they are doing. Not only that, but due
consideration is not given in the selection
of th#se men as to their character and
health. We find after they land here ihat
many of them are suffering from consump-
tion and other diseases. We find men in
our charitable institutions who have not
been is: the country twelve months. That is
a mistake.  With regard to our railway
system, although there is a good deal of
talk about our railways and the way they
pay, and how they are managed, sufficient
consideration is not given to the country
districts. A lot of peonle who live in Bris.
bane have railways at their doors, and have
the best cars and the very best conveniences.
and they have a greater advantage than
the people in the countrv have. The people
who live long distances from the coast have
to pay high rates for freights and fares and
rot sufficient consideration is given to them.
I would like to say a word or two about
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the proposed railway to St. George. (Iicar,
hearp!) p'I‘his railway has been agitated for
for a number of years, and it can naw be
connected with the Southern line with a rail-
way 38 miles in length. There is good land
there, and it is high and dry, and the peor‘)l'e
of St. George have besn advocating for this
railway for years. I have been endeavour-
ing to get a start made, buj the Minister
for Railways will not promise to have a
survey made. He says he is not able to
get surveyors to do t_he work. That is
a poor excuse to make in connection with a
small branch railway. There is no doubt
that it would be a good paying line. 1t 13
a disgrace to any man in the position of
Minister for Railways to say that he cannot
get a man to survey a line 38'1’111108 o]
length. It would be much better if he said
straight out that he would not build th

line.w I have alse advocated the building of
a line from Cunnamulla to Bourke. 1 no-
ticed during the recent dry spell that there
wers stock in great numbers in that portion
of the district. They were cut off from the
Brisbane market, as the Brizbane market
was flooded. There was no chance of get-
ting rid of them, and it was too dry to
travel overland to Bourke. .Conscq_uently
many of them got poor and died owing to
the scarcity of grass and water. If the Go-
vernment  connected Cunnamulla with
Bourke it would be a good thing not only
for that district, but for everyone .in the
Western part of Queensland.

Mr. FiHELLY: Good for the Common-
wealth.
~Mr. LAND: It would be good for the

Commonwealth, too. Although there has
been a dry spell there has been a great d‘e»
mand for Jand out there in both the St.

George and Cunnamulla land agents’ dis-
tricts. Notwithstanding the drought. people

have been unable to get land. I notice that
when land is thrown open the lessee of
the run is allowed 1o use the grass and water
on the land. I do not sec why the successful
applicants for land shoula~have to wait so
long for their occupation license, and while
they are waiting the old lesser is allowed to
hold the gras: m that country. I have not
approached the Minister on_the subject lately,
but from correspondence T have had with the
department it seems to me that the fault lies
in giving an cceupation license thﬂt extends
beyond the time that the land is selected.
When we went into recess at Christmas time
we quits understood that we were coming
back esrly in January, and on that occasion
we were assuted by the Premier that we
would be called together as early as possible
after Sth April to consider the ILiquor Bill.
We were assured there would he a session
before the dissolution of Parliament. In
place of that, we had to go to the country.
T do not think that what happened with
regard to the strike had anything 16 do w1th‘
Parliament not meeting. The Premier should
have kept the promisec he made not only to
this House but io the people of Queeusland.
Before T refer to the strike I would like to
say a few words with reference to my friend
and colleague the hon. member for Warrego.
Some persons have maliened the hon. mem-
ber in an untruthful and cowardly manner.

The HoMmE SeEcRETARY: Now, is it possible?
Mr. Bowman: Yes, quite.

Mr. LAND: I have known the hon. mem-
ber for over twenty years, and have always-
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known him to be a hard-working man and
a man highly respected by all with whom he
was assoclated.

The HoME SECRETARY: Why he sald he has
been on strike all his life.

Mr. LAND: The hon. member has always
taken a very prominent part in wunion
matters. KEven before he was an honorary
delegate he was organiser to the Aus-
tralian Workers’ Union, and I have been
at sheds with him where there has been
trouble, and I have always known him do
his utmost to avoid strikes. In his en-
deavour to keep his family I have known
him boycotted by Western pastoralists. ' He
has been victimised and blacklisted. I
speak as I do with reference to my colleague
because I have heard so many things said
against him that I know to be untrue. His
acquaintances in the West are proud of him
for the fearlecss manner in which he acted
throughout the Brisbane strike. During my
election campaign I had occasion to say, as
I have always said, that I dread strikes, and
that I have done all I could to prevent
strikes, but I would never vote to deprive
unionistg of the right to strike. I believe it
is our duty to get conciliation and arbitra-
tion, and to get an up-to-date Act by which
unionists can get a square deal, but you can-
not avoid strikes. A great number of the
people of Queensland are very strong
unionists. What has been said with reference
to the Labour party in conngetion with
strikes is only intended to throw dust in the
eyes of the electors and to get support for
the Government side. The Premier should
never have advised the Government to apply
for the military. If you can get a better
behaved lot of people than the people of Bris-
bane I have never been able to see them.
. The Government have made a great fuss
over the Commussioner of Police—a man who
has been hoisted up by the ears. And what
was it done for? Only for political purposes.
There are people in Queensland who hold
the opinioun that the Commissioner should not
hold the position he does, and my opinion is
that he ought to be * doing time.”

The TREASURER: You ought to take your
hat off to him.

Mr. LAND: I ought to do nothing of the
sort. I realise that, if there was a strike
among the shearers, and the Commissioner of
Police, backed up by the Government, took
the action he took, in Brisbane, you would
not have been able to prevent bloodshed.
The people’s representatives make the laws,
and the people should obey them, and I
would assist the Government to maintan law
and order; but I believe that in this instance
the Government incited the people to do
whatever little harm may have been done in
Brisbane, and that they excceded their duty
altogether. 1In 1891, the permanent police
throughoutt Queensland were considered to
be quite competent to keep order during that
strilke, but owing to the misrepresentations of
the Press and agitations which were got up,
they brought out the military. That was not
considered sufficient, and special constables
were enrolled, without due consideration for
their character or ability to fill the position.
I consider the same thing happened the other
day. There were special constables enrolled
in the Commissioner’s office without any con-
sideration as to character. It was stated
in the district I represent that some of the
worst classes of men on the face of the earth
were enrolled as special constdbles.
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The HoMe SEcrETsRY: You do not believe
that. .
Mr. LAND: I moved a resolution the
other day that the names, addresses, and
occupations of the special constables should
be given to the House.

The HoME SECRETARY: It is not likely we
are going to give you that.

Mr. LAND: Ido not believe you can get 1t

The HoME SECRETARY: You would submib
them to ‘“ moral suasion”’— peaceful picket-
ing.”

Mr. LAND: It may have been a very good
thing that you enrolled some of tham as
special consiables, as otherwise they 1ight
have been doing damage out in the streets,
for which the unionists would have been
blamed, I have a list of names here of men
who I have been told were amongst the
special constables envolled in the Commis-
sioner’s office, of which the Home Secretary
is the head. I was told there were convicts,
wife beaters, wife deserters, seducers, pimps,
and spies of all descriptions.

The HoMe Secrerary: I thought you
claimed them all on your side. (Laughter.)

Mr. LAND: It is the duty of the Govern-
ment to look after the lives and limbs and
property of the people of this State, and it
bas been said that this class of people were
being enrolled.

Mr. G. P. Barngs: They behaved them-
selves, didn’t they?

The HOME SECRETARY:
amongst them ? )

Mr. LAND: Would the hon. member, if
he was leaving home, and wanted protection
for his wife and family, would he pick this
class of people? Would he not make sure
of the characters of the people that he left
in charge of his family? Is it not just as
much the duty of the Home Secretary to
look after the interests of the people of
Queensland, and see that those who are
placed in that position are people of good
character ?

The Home SECRETARY : Does the hon. mem-
ber bond fide allege that those were- the
characters of the special constables?

Mr. LAND: No, I am not going to answer
that—I am going to leave you to answer that.

The Home SECRETARY: You are not game
to stigmatize them bon& fide as being of
that character, and you know it.

Mr. LAND: The Home Secrctary asks me
if T allege that this is the class of men that
he enrolled. I told him that amongst them
were that class of men. I know that the men
enrolled were not all of the class stated here.
T wanted to know the names, addresses, and
occupations, not for myself, but for the
people who asked me in the district that I
represent. It is the duty of the Home Sec-
retary to prove that this class of men were
not enrolled.

The HoME SECRETARY : You prove that they
were. =

Mr. LAND: If you take up the position
that you are prepared to enrol a class of
men I have mentioned here as special con-
stables, to look after the welfare of the
people of Queensland, that is your respon-
sibility, not mine; I would not do f:hat.

The HoME SECRETARY: I say we did not.

Mr. LAND: I challenge the Home Sec-
retary to prove that. He cannot prove that
some of these names are not correct.

Mr, Land.]
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The Howe SECRETARY: Do you allege that
they deserted your party, and came over to
us as spies?

Mr. LAND: It is all very well for the
Home Secrstary to try and evade the ques-
tion. I have charged the hon. gentleman
with being the head of a department which
enrolled special constables amongst whom
were included some in the list I have read
out.

Mr. WALKER (Cooroora): I have had a
great deal of patience, but my turn has come
at last. I am very pleased with the way in
which the new members have acted  this
session. We have heard soms remarkably
good speeches, and I hope as time goes on
they will continue in that strain. We have
had a very fine programme of work put be-
fore us this session, and one similar to what
we have had on previous ocsasions from this
Government, and I have no hesitation in sLY-
ing that in three years’ time the people will
appreciate our efforts in putting ihrough
this legislation in the same manner that
they have done in the past, by returning
us with a large majority. (Hear, hear!) I
was very much interested in the spesch of
the hon. member for Eacham. After listening
to him and hearing his criticism of the
Treasury benches from one end to the other,
you could only come to one conclusion—that
Queensland was not altogether o fit place for
a man to come to.

Mr. Grriss: The place is all right; it’s
the men who are in it.

Mr. WALKER: The hon. member must
admif that the place is a good place to come
to, when you take into considerstion that he
has only been here somo twelve months, and
is now a member of Parliament.

Hr. GiriEs: I never said a word again:d
the State.

Mr. WALKER: He also spoke about the
lack of administration in the various depart-
ments, and the want of railway facilities,
more particularly in the Atherton Scrub,
which he #aid was the best place in Queens-
land.

Mr. Gues: So it is.

ir. WALKER: We have many places in
Quesnsland just as good as the Atherton
Serub.

Giniss: Where are they ?

Mr. WALKER: The Blackall Range is
equally good. Fortunately for Queensland,
we have many good districts; and the
trouble in regard to railway construction is
where to put railways and how to find the
money to build them. The hon. member
also spoke of the large arcas of land locked
up and not settled; and a little while after-
wards he said we should have 10-zere blocks
for workmen. The hon. member put me in
mind of a farmer who saw thres strong
men doing such excellent work on a road
that he congratulated them and said, “May
you work or the road all your lives.” Rvi
dently he wants men to work on the cane.
field all their lives, and he would let them
have these 10-acre blocks to work as well.

Mr. Giuries: I did not say that.

Mr. WALKER: I rose principally to deal
with two items, namely, the mining and
dairying industries. I consider that in our
programme of work we should have a Bill
to control the dairying industry. A great
-deal has been said during the debate about
the late strike; and it is regrettable that

[Mr. Land.
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we shall have two more occasions on which
to re-echo the strike trouble. Mining has
gone down during the last few years. Last
year's work gave an output of minerals to
the value of £3,661,063, }kl)ellrllg a decrease of
£49,000 as compared with the previous year.
The value of %he gold was £1,640,000 odd,
or a decrease of £234,000—distinctly show-
ing thut we must pay more attention to the
mining industry, more particularly to the
gold-mining branch, which has been _going
down of late. The question is how it can
be done for the benefit of the State. The
hon. member for Gympie and myself went
fo an enormous amount of trouble to devise
a scheme as far as Gympie is concer'ned, but
in iy opinion it is a failure. The idea was
to get raine-owners together and formulate
s scheme, advising the Minister where the
money should be spent; but the érouble
would be that so many people would want
to put Government woney into their own
mines. I e a suwgestion, however, which
I think could be followed for a time to see if
it would work. It is to have the warden, the
inspector of miner, and somwe other responsible
officer—thres good men controlled by the
Government solely—and for them to sit and
take ‘evidence not only of the mine-owners,
but also of the miners.

Mr. ForLeY: Don’t you think they would
have a price, too?

Mr. WALKER: I do not think so. With
regard to Gympie, it is a very easy field
to work. In former days it was_a very
good poor miper’s field, but now it wants
more cupital; and the question is whether
to go down 2,000 or 3,000 feet so as to tap
the bed of slate on the eastern side or
whether it would pay better to_work the big
r2¢f{s of low-grade ores and zo in for
Letter machinery which would treat it abt a
cheaper rate. it present there are 164 bat-
teries in Queensland, of which 7 are work-
ing full time, 64 part time, and 93 are idle,
On Gympie we have seven batteries, only
one of which is working full time. We have
one of the finest batteries in the world at
the Scottish Gympie, where they are work-
ing something like 2,000 feet from the sur-
face, and last year they made a profit of
£16,000 on stone that went 5 dwts. 5 grains
to the ton. That shows the advantage of
treating these big reefs, which, up to the
present, have been considered not worth
treating on account of the low-grade ore
they contain. All the vexed problems in
conneebion with these matters should be
considered by three responsible officers in
order to see where public monsy should be
spent for the benefit of Quecnsland. We do
not want an enormous amount placed on
the Hstimates for mining; what we want
is what the industry deserves, and not a
penuy imore, so that every penny can be well
spent, srd the amount expended ruzy be
returned to the Treasury with interest. The
hon. member for Cairns spoke the other
night in reference to mining; and the thing
I took exception to was his statement ‘Ehat
miners were well paid. In the old days
that might be the case; but since the cost
of living has gone up I often wonder how
a man can keep a wife and family on £2
10s. a week. As some hon. members are
aware, 1 have taken a great interest in
dairying for the last eight years; and I
have been chairman of a factory for the last
five years.

An OppositTioN MewmpER: Co-operative ?
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. WALKXER: Yes; co-operative. Hav-
mg a certain amount of rcsponsibility o
accouné of being chairman, I have made a
study of the buqmess and tried to work out
the besi way of receiving cream and selling
butter. What we want at the present time
is a Bill to regulate the whole of the fac-
tories, whether they are proprictary or co-
opcra,tl‘c The result of the existing con-
dition of thmgo is that cream passes several
factorics and goes to a place 100 miles away
for somiz imaginary benefit offered by that
factory. do not say the whole of the
factories are doing that, but one or two
are doing 1it, and their aCth'l is causing
great discontont among the farmers who
supply the cream. While they may not be
doxng the farmers an injury, they are creat-
ing discontent, and causing them to send
their cream long distances when there is no
need to do so. It may be that an induce-
ment is offered to them by Iowermg the
test from, say, 40 to 38, and giving in return
a vngher price ror butt wr, the result being
a large *‘ overrun’ of butter. This factory
really mukes more butter than the farmers
are paid for. I have taken a very active
interert in this matter, and called a con-
ference of factorv representahves at Mary-
besroush,  We agreed to certain proposals,
and they were bloken We also proposed
the amalgamation of factories on the
North Cuoast line, but a solicitor came
along and said the assots of one company
were not good enough, so the scheme
fell through. What we leant is a measure
which shall provide that every manager
of a factory shall be a certified tester, that
he shall sign hlS name to his test report,
and that if he gives a wrong report of his
test he shall have his cortificate cancelled.
It might also be provided that if a manager
is guilly of such conduct he should be liable
to a ine, as well as having his certificate
cancelled. I have taken a kcen interest in
coraparing the balance-sheets of one factory
in particusr with others—I shall not mention
any nu mes—and I found that in one half-
vear it had an oxerrun of 10 tons of
bdtter The value of that butter was dis-
tributcd in the form of higher prices for
cream, and that created dz,coﬁ’fem among
farmers and rival factorics. I also know
one firm who pay a higher price to farmars
than the price of butter in the old country.
I hope, therefore, that the Government will
bring forward a measure for the protection
of th= dairying industry on the lines I haws
indicated.  As “hon. members are aware, the
old country controls the price of butter in
Queecnsland, and what we want is to have
someone anpeinted in the old country to look
after the butter industry of Queensland.

Mr., G'furLivan : More socialism,

Mr. WALKER : Thore are many matters
which it is rl’“ht the Govevnmant should
take up, and thls is one of them, but if the
Government  attempted to take over the
manulaci ure of butter, it would be a ierrible

oo The farmess cznngt send @ man
9 mterm 5 ’cherr, but
- pay the salars o; a man
to protect theu‘ interests,
')row(md he had the Government behind hu'n
Wo do not want our buiter dealt with in

the way as 1t is at the present time.
The thuv7 that an sgent who comes
along is that the butter is to be sold
on corsignment, and that it is not a specula-
tive sale. It may be said that thny are
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taking the rislk, but there is really no risk,
as they are in the ‘ know,” and it is qmte
possible that our butter w thh was sent
home a month or so previously has to com-
pete with butter sent at a later date. There
are several other Bills mentioned, one ¢f
which is a Bill to amend the Mines Regula-
tion Act. I sincerely hope that that Act
will be amended in such a way as will make
it more workable than it is at the present
time. I quite understand that the Act was
put through the Houss very hurriedly.

Mr, OSvinivan: With the “gag.”’

Mr. WALKER: That was the fault of
hon. members opposite, as they werc offered
a dav for the consideration of the measure,
and they refused to accept it.

Mr. O'8urrivan:
down to a day?

Why should we be tied

bir. WALKER:
a day, but they

Memburs could have had
would not take it, and
consequently the measure was hurried
through. The Mining Conimission made a
very cxhaustlve inquiry_into the subject of
miner’s phthisis, and the information con-
tained in their report will, no doubt, be of
great value to us later on, but I shoula like
to see their recommendations on the subject
embodied in the amending Bill. One recom-
mendation they made was, if men are thrown
out of employmeni on account of some un-
soundness in the chest other work should be
provided for them, and I trusg that that
recommendation i1l b'—t act=! uporn, as it
would be a de *‘lola lo ‘zhing to sesc men
thrown out of empicyment for the benefit
of those who are healthy, and not provided
with & mcans of livelihood. The Inspector
of Mines, Mr. Hunter, has issued a very
good reporf, in which he makes many sug-
gestions which I hope will receive the atten-
tion of the Government. There is another
Bill to which I wish to make some reference,
#nd that is the Bill on which the hon. mem-
ber for Gympie spoke, desling with miners’
homesteads. I do not intend to repeat what
he eald, but I sincerely hope that the mea-
sure will provide that land within a radius
of 1 mile from Gympic shall be handed over
to the Lands Department, so that the com-
missioner shall have power to ssy whether
an applicant van have 1 acre or 80 acres.,
I believe the Act is more at fault in this
particalar matter than the administration.

The HoOME SECRETARY:
are dealt with in the Bill.

All those matters

Mr. WALKER: I would like to see the
whole of the mineral areas placed uader the
control of the Lands Department, and they

would be administered much

[11.30 p.m.] better than they have been in

the past... We have an Rlections
Act coming on, and it is onz of great im-
portance. I would like to see some aiteration
made with regard to the system of receiving
forms for enrolment. People are struck off
the roll and they do not know why they have
been struck off. (Hear, hear!) We should
have one man appointed to be responsible
for the whole of the forms for one electorate,
and not, as at present, two or three officars
responsible for different divisions in the eloe-
torate. If one man was responsible, then
when an elector was knocked off he would be

Mr. Walker.]
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able to find out from him why it was done,
whether it was because of * dead, left, or dis-
qualified,” or whatever reason it was. I
have heard a lot of remarks made about the
necessity of doing away with the absentee
vote, and I quite agree with it. We have
had the highest man in Australia abusing
that privilege. It distinctly states that a man
must not vote as an absentee unless he has
been in the electorate for one month during
the previous seven months, yet during the
late elections Mr. Fisher recorded an absent
vote at Warwick for the Gympie electorate,
when he had not been one day in his elec-
torate. .We had the Prime Minister going
through the electorate speaking at different
places—and I was sorry to notice that he
also addressed meetings on Sundays.

Mr. Rvan: Your candidates also addressed
meetings on Sundays.

Mr. FimeLLy: It is a pity that the Prime
Minister could not vote when he represents
the eleciorate.

Mr, WALKER: The question is that he
_violated the oath that he took. If the Prime
Minister does that, then you cannot say any-
thing when ordinary pecople do the samec
thing.

Mr. O’SurLivan: Would you disfranchise
him?

Mr. WALKER: We should treat him just
the same as an ordinary individual. We
have a right to prosecute him just the same
as an ordinary man would be prosecuted. I
noticed some complaints were made about
the railways, especially with reference to
little irregularities, and they came mostly
from members on our own side. I know that
it would be much better for members to make
their complaints to the Railway Department,
and they would get those matters attended 1o
much better than by bringing them up in
this House. If it is a matter of putting on
an extra carriage or a special train or any-
thing like that, it can be fixed up much
better by the department than by speaking
here, as the railway officers have not ot -
time to read Hansard. One other matter I
would like to draw attention to. Sometimes
I have to travel in the cattle trains or
luggage trains, and I was surprised %o see
drawings on the walls of the carriage which
the person who made them should be
ashamed of. The drawings are something
deplorable and horrible, and could be seen
by school children travelling in the train. I
hope the Minister’s attention will be called
to it, so that the carriages can be painted
a leaden colour, to cover up such drawings,
so that they would not be seen.

Mr. Hamiwrow: Is this the result of the
Bible in State schools? (Laughter.)

Mr. WALKER: I did not wish to detain
the House so long, but I emphasise the neces-
sity of bringing in a Dairy Bill. (Hear,
hear !)

Mr. O’SULLIVAN (XKennedy): I beg to
move the adjournment of the debate.

Question put and passed.

The resumption of the debate was made an
Order of the Day for to-morrow.

The House adjourned at twenty-four .min-
utes to 12 o’clock.

[Mr. Walker.





