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374 Address in Reply. [ASSEMBLY.] Questions. 

WEDNESDAY, 24 JULY, 1912. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. IV. D. Armstrong, 
Lockyer) took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

C~UESTIONS. 

DREDGES "SAMSON" AND "REMORA." 

l\Ir. KIRWAN (Brisbane) asked the 
Treasurer-

" 1. Has the dredge ' Samson' been 
put out of commission, and, if so, for 
what reason 1 

" 2. ·what "as the actual cost of the 
dredge 'Samson '-(a) purchasing price; 
(b) cost in maintenance. etc., to the pre­
sent date; (c) total cost 1 

'' 3. Who recommended the purchase of 
this drr·dge and passed her as fit to do 
the neccs><ny dredging required? 

"4. What is the price paid for the 
dredze 'Remora'-(a) the amount of 
import duty paid; (b) the total cost to 
date? 

"5. \V ere tenders invit.Pd for the CO.ll­

stn,ction of this dredge in Australia ol' 
Great Britain?' 

" 6. Has the dredge ' Remora' been 
talu·u over by the department, and, if 
so, on whose recommendation; also whai 
trials or tes:s WFS the dredge submitted 
to? 

" 7. \Vhat r-uarantees has the 
Trc-J qurer that the dredge ' Remora! 
will satisfactorily perform the work 
requir(d of her?" 

The TRK',SURER (I-I on. \V. H. Barn',, 
Bulimba) replied--

" 1. Yes, in 1902. It was not neces­
sary to continue working her. The 
' Hercules ' Ciin complete all the dredg­
ing in the Brisbane River fo.r which thi!'. 
type of machine is suitable. 

"2. (a) The 'Sanwm ' and 'Hercules,' 
with pipes, lines, and three tugs, were 
purchased under one contract, ttmounting 
to £171,780; supervision cost £2,546; 
tdal, .£17 -!, 326. The precise co."t of the 
former c<tnnot be stated; but it may be 
assumed to have been •about £100,000. 
(b) l\laintenance, £5,251 to date; (c) 
a'Jout £105,251. 

" 3. The portmaster, the late Captain 
T. l\I. \lmond. 

"4. Tho contra,~t price was £46,000; 
25 per c~nt. of thi,, is held 'lS retention 
rnoney-(n) An und+'rtaking has been given 
to pay duty if demanded by the Com­
monwe,alth Government; (b) £46,000, in­
cluding a.mount held a~ retention money. 

" 5. !'Ieven leading dredge-building 
firm; in Europ•l were invited to tender 
on the department's specifications. 
T•·nders were not invited in Australia. 

" 6. Not yet. The trial tests pre­
scribed by the Engineer for Harbours and 
Rivers in the ton tract were carried out 
s~tisfactorily under the supervision of the 
acting cxe~utive engineer of the Arrent­
Genn·al's Office. The principal dredging 
capacity requirements were tl1at the 
pump., wo.uld lift easy material at the 
rate of 1,500 tons per hour, that a com­
pletr cycle of each of the grab machines 
could be performed in one minute, that. 
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t' _e pumps could discharge a full load 
(27.0C-J cubi<c feet) of mud or silt in ten 
1"inutes. The speed requirement was 10 
knot fully loaded over a measured mile. 

" 7. 'The performance of similar 
machines in other parts of the world. 
The -CngiLeer for Harbourf' and Rivers 
Y .-:.:; :,,cut to Europe to ascertain the suit~ 
rtbility o:. varicus 1naehines in use for 
cnt,:in work in the Brisbane River. His 
rcco:~u;•cnd'ltions are emrodied in the 
' Re,mora.' " 

R ILViAY E• r.c" .roN FROM PrALBA ~·o 
URANGAN. 

LIE\. r. CoL. RANKIN (Burrurn) Mked the 
Secrctal'y fc,r Raihvays~-~ 

" \Vhen is it proposed to commence 
thr- cc · . ; t .whon --r~f tho l"Jihvay extension 
frorn P1a.l.a to ura.n;::::1n ?" 

, The. :"mCRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(1-Ion. vV. T. Paget, J[a,"kay) replied-

" Not until several of the lines now 
r--: progress have be··:n L'Jll1pleted." 

NA1fBOUR DRAIN. 

J\1-·- ADAJ\ISON (RorkbTf'pton) asked the 
I-Ioln'"' Rcc:i_'.•_·tary-

+ ;', Ihs ],~ 'Il_Y objection to, lay on the 
. u '"' of th~c Houc-" -1]] the correspondence 
'-h, :h h::ts pas,'Pd bot·vcnn the Hc'>alth 
Departm<"·nt and the Maroochv Shire 
Council in rela ion to the Nambour 

d_tain ?'' 

Th~ HOME flECRETARY (Hon. J. G. 
Appel, Alb rt) rc-nliPd-

." A ropy o.f the correspondence will be 
hd f>'l tne table on Tucsdo,y next." 

HOLIDA Yfl BILL. 

I 1TITIATION. 

On the motioc1 of thn HOME SECRE-
TAR:-, it .t•, fonrally re>Jlved-

. "TJ 'lt tho J-Iou- ~ ,,\'ill, at its ne-.:t sit~ 
t1n.~-, r ·,olvt' itself into a Committee of 
tb \''1 c le to. comid.'-'r of the desirable­
~T·"' of r 1ntrodt!~ing a BiE t•o make pro­
'' ( l lOr hole day•: o.nd for other pur­
!-- c "· u:nn~· c--d thcr---i'h and to repeal 
( .. ~ B;Jnk 1To1iday ..c\c;f, i904-190'1." 

l\11?-;IN'~; FOR COAL _-\ND MINERAL 
OIL BILL. 

I:NTROOUCT'ON A:..YD Fr:n.sT RrA.DING. 

0•1 ihe mo.tion of the SECRET.\RY l<'OR 
~u:~'ms iRon. J. t?-· _\ppel, Albe,.t), this Bill, 
1n=.hatcd 111 Cornn11ttee, ,._, as re8,d a fir t time, 
and the f ( cond madin~-: made an OrdN· of 
the D_:y for to-morrow.-

INDUSTRIAL PE-'CE BILL. 

FIRST READING. 

On the motion of th" SECRETARY FOR 
PUBLIC WOI~KS (Hon. W. H. Barnes, 
Bulin}w), this Bill, initiated in Committee, 
was re::d a first time, and the second reading 
was m .d•e an Order of the Day for Tuesday 
next. 

ADDRESS IN REPLY. 

RESUlllPTION OF DEBATE. 

* 1\fr. HUXHAM (BUJ·anda), who was re­
ceived with Opposition " Hear, hears ! " 
said : I think it is a very nice compliment 
which is generai!y paid to young members 
''·hen upon the first occ~ 'ion on which they 
stand up to ad<lrcss you, Sir, the older mem­
b8rs of the Chamber congratulate them on 
the manner in which they take part in the 
proceedings of the House. Judging from 
the experience I have had before in this 
f-Iou;:;J, tho young n1cmbers 1.vho have spoken 
this session, members on both sides of the 
Hous·-', have a; quitted ihemselv<" in a 
manner which must coml11end it•-,l£ to older 
men;bcr-- who have been in many Parlia­
ments. I know that when n man has to 
spes.k for th,, first time, he feels very, ner­
vous indeed. In fact, even if he has gone 
through the expc--·ience in :-were.! Parlia­
ll.i-:nt· it Lk0s him a long time to shake off 
t.hat ll{'rvou~n("·~ ,.-it is ahnost inlpo&-,iblc to 
she~"' it off. It has been noted in days gone 
b3 that where• nwn ha.-e had a small pro­
blem to de:>.! with after facing big ones the. 
sn.t•le nerYoaEa· ss comes back to them. I 
feel very mnch that 'vay ncyself this after­
noon, and I hope that members on the other 
side will accord m-, that consideration which 
I know m0mbers of the p,.rty to which I 
b •Ion" will c-:rtainly vrcnt mr, and that, 
althoufSh I Ina·,- ha'e ,)me-thing' v-ery pointed 
to "-Y, I shall ha\ e e fair show to make 
my,elf perfectly clear, and lhat after it is 
all over members will h-- able to shake hands 
with J-,e in the rrood old-fashioned manner. 
(Hec.r, hear!) His Excellency's address is 
irnt:ortanL far as \Ve are concerned in t\vo 
particulars, or shall I .·::ty in one particular? 
And that is the matter over which a dis­
cuo ,ion took place ~-ester day-the Industrial 
I'< '"·'. Bill. I w;q in tort•·,; ed in the remarks 
rna de bv mmnb1 'rs on this sid,~ of tho I-Iouse,. 
becalF<\~ In\- fedin~,3 '\Vero \Vi h those mem­
b-rs who took the- >h-ong sbnd they did in 
dea.lin:; with the que,tion. The amendments 
broPg-ht forward by th.• leader and the 
de;mh lr ;. der of the Opposition were 
ab~ohiiol:c f':o-entiRL They "·ere essen­
s:al for the f.'ct t 1u.t l> e wanted to 
know '' hat we had to answ cr. YV e had had 
ini!ir~tions that this Ill'··'"Ul'C was likely 
to be of such ,;_ ch ·\racb~r as t·o InakJ it 
rather a burden to those who sent ns into 
this I-Ionse to repr··",<ellt thP1)t. The 1n~.nner 
in ·which it \Vfl ,, :itntroducerl, <'r:rv.ocially by 
the deput:· leader of the Opposition in bring­
ing JYJrtttrrs so ck~rl:v before the H~use, and 
tho o1Jjcclions ·t-hich he raioed, I thmk were 
prdty -.-ell justified, and I belie\·e that 
before the Bill bn'1m<'5 an . \ct we shall 
have no rca.son to regret having voiced our 
opin'm in thn Y. a.y we did :-esterdoy. 

OPPO:'ITION JI,IE:,IBEl'S: Hc.,a·, hear! 

J\fr. HUXHAM: I am perfectly satisfied 
that if it is tl-~ intf·'~;Jion of the novet'Jl~ 
me nt. t-1 1 JOke· this m~§ure a•1 ab--olutsly 
r,~pressi~ ~ mf-_--·,nr'"', then they ha're go.ne th.e 
righc v<ay to make it -a failnre. Onr expen­
'1 ·1ce of matters of this ra.tm·co 'hows us that 
in nuestions of r·:'nrP-S:.,ion or oppression there 
mu;t "'v.a.ys be ~ vent whNeby the people 
can give expr0',~ion t0 t:1eir fc-elinr:s. There­
forB a snfficient V<'llt "houlcl b'" ,1.Joy, <~d for 
peopl•~ to [!ive -expreFsion t0 their ~pinions. 
\Y c all know tho amount of repress1on th;1t 
Y.<as shown to th<' German socialists by a 
strong- man-1'! much stronr:er man that ever 
the Hon. the Chief Secretary will be-that is, 

!vir. Huxha·m.J 



376 Address in Reply. [ASSEMBLY.] Add1ess in Reply. 

Bismarck. We know the history of the great 
socialic't movement in Germany, and we know 
that in 1878 the Ch:tncdlor brought in a 
Bill which had for its object the suppression 
of the soci<tlist mo.Yement in Germany. He 
brought in anti-socialistic measures that were 
lilwly to be very irksome to the people, but 
they did not stop the <tmbition~ of the Ger­
man people. It did not stop the trend of the 
measures which they were del0rmined should 
be brought for.\ :1rd for the bendit of the 
whole of tho Gr·,·n1111n Empire. We find that 
the measures introduced were very oppr~s·,.rve, 
and although ''e regr-et one circumstance 
that brOLlght it abr"lt, still we ar<" perfectly 
satisfied of this, that the experience of the 
Germs.Y! people was such that they have gone 
on and become stronger in their political 
opinions, and in their industrial activity. We 
know that that measure remain\d the law in 
Germany for six years. and then it was r~­
newed for two year- T>\"O years after It 
was renewed for another term of two years. 
When it was brought up fm the fourth 
time-which \~as twelve years after it was 
fir,.t introduced-it was introduced in even 

. a more otrenuous form than it was originally 
brought tefore the German Chamber. How­
ever, we find that. it was so strongly resente_d, 
<'Ven by those who formerly approved of It, 
that they rejected it by a very substantia.] 
majority. (Hear, hear!) In the meantime 
what do find in connection with th:>t 
great German party. I refer to the I:'emo­
cratic Roeialist party of Germany. 'V e find 
from the time that this measure was intro­
duced that the socialists grew from 400,000 
to three 'and a half times the number in a 
Yery few yea.rs. Notwithstanding all the !a ws 
of oppression and repression that were intro­
duced, these people went on from stren:.;th 
to strength, and it had the effect of binding 
the German industrial popnlatio•1 more 
strongly together than ever they were bound 
before, and that would not have happened 
had not this measure b0en brought in. I 
sincerC>ly hope tha.! the Gov. rnment will pay 
some CO!lsidera.tion to that at the present. 
tirrw. bec:au&0 I n1aintain that. rnuf'h as I 
admire thP G€rnwn rcople, ll1l~Ch as I admire 
thPir intdligencc :md th•·ir sturdy indepen­
dence, they dn not, nevNthP]c·•s, exceed the 
fFdings t.hat v e British<'rs have. It was 
Em,·rwn who s1aid that t1he Britislwr is 

man who of all others stands firm in 
his shoes. I td<e it that the people who 
have been fighting for political and in­
du.·.b-ial freedom for fire pa.st 700 years 

arp nor g-oing to allow the Government 
at this time to take anv actiom that will 
repress them in a matter of a Bill such 
a A has bu•n forec,_, -.:t-a Bill ·which I 
believe is go in · to hurt the p<>.ople .o:enera1ly 
even rnore tlu~:1 WP anticipa{ ,J. Th~ effect 
on the people r:~ner tily "'ill be that the:v will 
b0come stron<Ib- ar!vised, and th"v will c·(.·r­
tainlv boca~ w -more :--tronrdv idLrttifi d with 
the ·po1itkai :1nd indn&{riaf :::L:-_ove~re-nt. be­
cau•,e thev will reco~rnise that it jo a sl' "'f'r 
impo···,...;ibilit,y to make any he ~ul1• c: y at all 
unln,:,g they do r:0 by mP·1n" Df i-ct11 political 
and indu~trial action. Th" hen. u~ .nl1f'r for 
Rockbampto 'l c '!YO a littk simi]" which ac­
curately rk·,cribc th·e si+n:~tion. He said that 
vchen t]y ::· 0"1ly went in for the indu~"rial 
mov0mr':.t they ;vero like bird with one 
wing, '!lld they wantr'd the political wing to 
1-;·ive thn ;;,-zact poise to make the bird pro­
!~TPos. I am perfectly s11tisfied that before 
the Bill goes through this House there will 
be many stormy debates if the Bill is as 

[Jfr. Iluxham. · 

strong and as strenuous as ·we anticipate it 
will be. If such is the caoe the Go.vernment 
"ill find from this side of the House a most 
:,~renuous opposition. 

OPPOSITION ME~IBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. HDXHAM: There is one thing -that 
I notice here. There is very little mention 
of social rcfon11 in the Govern.;:nfnlt pro~ 
g,ammB. Eo far as !he Bills to com" before 
u, I would havE Irked to se0 some con­
t~ining so:tnf' measure of soeial. reform. 
Th:cse are matters I feel kevnly 1111\lrested 
in. Mv tr;:ining, and, I suppo,e, my. tem­
poran:.~.e .. nt, h:tve brought lll!-=J clo,::·?ly in iouc.h 
with tho people, and every mo• emc·nt tha~ ~s 
going to benefit them makes me fee~ that It IS 
worth while for Huxham to tacKle. For 
instance, I would like to E9C our hospitals a:d 
charitable institutiom dealt with in a (\If­
fere.Ht way from that they are dealt with 
novL From tin:1e h) thne \Ve see appeals 
through the papm·,, and in <;>ther ways, as~­
ing for funds for our hospitals and c~ari· 
table institutions, particularly the hospitals. 
:Much as people want to help, and n,uch as 
people feel they would like to help, there 
is something about it that docs not appeal 
to then1. r.rhev do not like this constant 
cadging that is "going on, having a c<;>lkcling 
box sho,·ed under your nose on hospital Sat­
urdays and oth,•r days. Sr;n.ne tin;e ago a 
lady very much intnrested m ho~pitals and 
charitable institutions asked me 1f I would 
be in favour of putting a tax on am~1sements 
to provide for the upkeep of hospitals an_d 
charitable institutions. I said I thought ~t 
a splendid idea, and when she asked n;e If 
I would help '-uch n movement I said I 
would, because I could see thnt there 'Yas 
something substantial about it, somethmg 
th<tt would provide a revenue, for our ~os­
pitals. (Hear, hear!) We m•ve hospital 
Saturdays and other occasion':, and I 
strongly object to sue~ cadgmg. . <;Jur 
women ha•, e to put up with rno:.t humihat­
ing insults from men when they. are collect­
ing in the streets. A young girl _goes up 
to a man with her box, and sometimes she 
meets a man full of liquor and he makes an 
insulting remark to her, for which he ought 
to be kicked from one end of Brisbane to 
the other. If we adopted some such sDheme 
it would mean that the hospitals would get 
more money, which would enabi~ them to. be 
bettei· cquippc·d s0 far as thnr operatmg 
theatre ie conct:rncd. (Hear, he:tr !) I be­
lieve it ,,,auld tr-nd to mabo hnspitals and 
othBr institutions h,~ve an enlarged staff. 
I believe, further, that it would give our 
nurses a far better .,hare Jo;f leisure that 
th·JY are e·ntitll3d to. "\]though our mus~s 
looi{ healthj in our institutions the stram 
on the nun,,e is very considerable, and they 
should be reEJYGd at least at the end of 
eight hours, so that they could go a>-yay and 
go.i i·hat recreatioa that they req~Ir~ and 
rG-~urn refresh('d Inerrhrolly and physically ~o 
c· ·1able them to carr~ on another day s 

work. I sincerely hope that the 
[4 p.m.] mattp- will be considered by the 

Government, and that as soon 
as possible thc·v will bring forward a mea­
sure to impose a tax on amusements, and I 
am sure it will bring in a very he,ndsome 
amount. I am sure that people would be 
willing to pay a tax on their amusements 
for the benefit of tlie sick. I would sug­
gest that on every ticket of the value of 
3d. a tax of ;jd. for each 3d. should' be 
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imposed, and I believe it would bring in a 
tremend~us sum-more than adequate for 
th9 reqmrements of all of our hospitals. 

Mr. COYNE : What is wrong with the 
nationalisation of the hospitals? 

. Mr. HUXHAM : I believe that the hos­
pitals should be taken over entirely by the 
Gover_nment, but meantime some means 
shoulcl be devised whereby they would be 
better cared for monetarlly than thev are at 
pr~sent. If a tax were introduced,· such as 
th1~ tax, until the Government can see 
~heu way to nationalise the institutions, 
1t would b<;> a good thing, and would be a 
m:mey-ma~mg concern. The Treasurer 
m1ght go mto the details of the matter and 
see if something in the direction I su'ggest 
cannot .b~ done. .I wish now to speak or 
the pos1tlon occup1ed by this party in this 
House. The hon .. member for Barcoo yester­
day wanted to Impress upon the Premier 
that, although the han. gentleman was the 
head of th~ _Government, we on this side are 
the OppositiOn; and I should like the Go­
vernment to understand that we are here 
M :; part of the Parliament, with important 
duties to perform. 

The PREMIER : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. HUXHAM: I would like him to 
Wlderstand that we are going to criticise the 
Government as kec~ly as we possibly can, 
an.d to commend then good measures, if they 
brmg any forward. 

Mr. CoYNE: You will not have much time 
taken up in commending them. 

Mr. HUXHAM : The remark of the hon 
m?mber for ~arrego has just brought to my 
mmd somethmg I read in Winwood Read's 
"Marty~dom of Man." I do not subscrib~ 
to all his tenets, but something of what he 
Wr<;>te . app<;a!ed to me very much indeed. 
It IS his opmwn that none of us is absolutely 
g_ood, and he followed this up with a quota­
tiOn from a .Fre_nch writer to the effect that 
the true chowe Is not between the good and 
the bad, but between t.he bad and the worse. 
Now, t~at does not give the Government a 
very .wide scope. (Laughter.) It is merely 
?,arrymg . out the old BibliNI truth that 

There IS none good, no, not one." That 
has been s~ frequently r~peated that we have 
lost th<; pomt of the saymg. Still we should 
recogmse that none of us can be perfectly 
good, but that Wf' are bet>ve'm the bad and 
the worse. I sinc':reL' hope, therefore, that 
the Gnvernment Will t:;ke heart of grace and 
endoa vour to come a little nearer to our side 
of the House. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That is to 
the worse. 

Mr. HVXHAM : Instead of being at the 
V?ry antipodes, that they will make thP 
differencB between us le% marked than it is 
at the present time. I feel that the vm;y best 
we can do for the people is not enough. 
We ought to be very active in our social 
w.ork,, and sho.uld endeavour to recognise the 
lnnship there IS between all clasF,es of society. 
If we only grasp that truth, I am sure we 
shall hear from the Premier a very different 
statement to that which he made in this 
Hous-: on a former occasion, when he said 
that It was not tho prime function of the 
Government to secure the happiness of the 
people. 

The PREMIER: I would like to know where 
that quotation is from. 

Mr. HUXHAM: It is in Ham:Jrd. 
The PREMIER: I should like to see the con­

text . 

Mr. HUXHAM: The context is just as 
convincing as what I have quoted. The han. 
gentleman will find it in Hamard, '· ol. ciii., 
page 102. This is what he said-

" I do not' allow that the prime func­
tion of any Government is tv s.Pcure the 
happiness of the people." 

I imagine that the prime function of any 
Government is to secure the hap;Jinc•·, of the 
people. 

0PPOB1Tl0}; :\.iE.).JHL;.:1.~ : b.t:cLr, ~. ..l' ~ 

:'llr. HlJXHAM: If uot, we shall find this 
discontent that is going about at the present 
tune will become more acute. Hon. mem­
bers should lav thmn"'~lvos out to rna_ke the 
people happy····l do not ,a,y to make t;hem 
contented, because theru are some people who 
will always be discontented. It is the duty 
of the Governrnent, uS far is in thenl lies, to 
end,·avour to make the people happy and to 
ren1ove ct.tuse.) of discontent. :\ot only in 
(.~ueen "'land and IIl A.ustr .Alia. 1·ut: in every 
Civilised country, \Ve find 5Teat .1ctivity on 
the part of the people in grasping for some­
thing better than they have had in tho past, 
and somethin o- better than their foc·ebcars 
have had. Tha~ is a very con1n1endable aspira­
tion, and this pa} ty has so recognised the 
position that it is out for all time for some­
thin>; that is goiug to make for the uplifting 
of the people. If that were not so, "e would 
bu usole''"' as a party. Here we have tho big 
working class, repreeoenting fuliy b:.i or 90 
per cent. of the popuiation. Arc thb1C people 
always to be subordinated to the other 10 or 
15 per cent., and to be mere hewNs of wood 
and drawers of water! The fact is you have 
gone the wrong way to work about the 
business. 'rho ,choo !master has been abroad; 
you have made provision for primary and 
secondary schooL-_,, and l7nivers.itit ;;, to de~ 
velop the mentality and morality of the 
people; and whilst that is going ou you may 
rely upon it that these aspirations are not 
going to be quenohetl, but will l2come 
stronger and strongur. (Hear, hear!) I be­
lieye as the Govornrncnt gives '\·a:,- in their 
antipathy to this great social movement, they 
will find even thf"ns"lv<·, to aiter, br,cuuse 
we cannot be in contact \, ith good or bad 
without feeling that we are n~udu good or 
bad in the .s,tme degrc:~. Ev-ery influence 
for good onerut.r~s on dl live~, and I think 
we shall hD.ve a n1w h Letter co11ception of 
OUJ',''"l,es and of our d:;iie. as bet?:een Go­
Yornnlent ::tnd Oppo·",ition if we reccg:nir--<~ that 
ib is not all bad on this side, ('YUl ,: ~ I ~'i.11y 
it is not all bc2d on the Goven.1ncnt s~.1e. \Ve 
have had irJlic 1tions during thio; ParJiainent, 
when b,)n. n:<.. rn~,~, have Sli.'-~ tl:, t they a.ro 
willing to do thi,, and that; for tk benefit 
of the pc,oplP. l!'or inst~LHCC'. '!-hl' hen. Incnl­
ber for :Fas~.ifern '-",f\S very op..!n, ~~nd it. \Yas 

gratifying to n1e to "fePl t1ut lr~ .::· J.ld rccog­
nL"' that the feiust thin11' h~d not he' n done 
for the people. (Hc:l', h,,,,r ~) If we arc 
like-minded iP th<'se matters on both 3ides, 
let us have a prc·gramme; you c ,n bring it 
in now~in le..ct, I a1n open to offer on h~~~­
h.alf of this sidc--althoue:h I am not autho­
rrsed to do so-that if the Government adopt 
a plank of the Labour platform, the Labour 
party will help to carry it through. 

::·1·. Jitu'·wn.] 
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Mr. O'SuLLIVA~T: Don't they say that they 
are the Labour party now? 

Tho PREllliEH: The true Labour party. 
Mr. HUXHAM: 'There is the opportunity, 

and e will not take n'ception if the Go­
vernnwnt take any single plank of the 
Labour platform and put it into operation, 
bec;mse v; ~ v. ant to see it through. It is not 
that we w :·nt to be on the Treasury benches 
merely to do it, becau.se there is plenty for 
u" to do aftu that is put· into operation. 
There is no stagnation about us. \Ve pur­
pose, as fur as "\ve can, to lu.y ourselve out to 
maim th. happiness of the people more 
~ssured in the community in the lL!ture than 
~t has. beeu. In tho pa~t. and wo are very wise 
m d.)mg 1~. (Hear, hear J) Thun is one 
thing ti .. t has int,.rc•.· eel me in tllis dis~us­
sioL-the maHer which v.as brought forwcLrd 
by the ho,l. nwmher for Ithaca with refer­
euce to "battoirs. I mn not seiz, d of the 
whole of the f<1cts of the ca·.e as they existed 
at th,, time, l,ut frn'11 what I gathered then. 
and from what I have lecmwd since I feei 
that t1lis i'~ ::tb;;_ ')Iutelv essential for t'he wel­
fare of the p, ople. I am glad the :Minister 
for Agrimlturc is here, b·:cauc,.) I beliew he 
wants informL:ion on the m"ttLr I wish to 
bring for·nu·cl. He m:,;ht take it first-hand, 
and I shall be Y'.ery piPased to give him 
cert::un OL1L•'llons that r"rc cssentj·:l to him 
to m eke his inquiri·cs complete. The ques­
tion of aba~toirs is one of great public con­
cern, as it de:,Js with the food sui)ply of the 
people. Tlw meat should be healthv in the 
first place; it should be ·'~aughtnre'd under 
good conditiom, and the people should re­
ceive it; in their homes in a fi' condition for 
them to eut~~abwlutelv sound meat. Al­
though ,,,e are very strict in the Health 
Act Amendment ~\ct which wag brought in 
recently, t.hPre i~ so1nething lacking in re­
gard to ilw meat carts which are taken 
about the city. These meat: carts generally 
supply moat to the poorpr classes. They are 
!oacled up early in the morning, simply 
Jarr.c:wLl full of IY·c>at, and th<:' Ycntilation is 
of a. Vf'TY indifferPnt sort. If {·ou look at 
the tail end of the nrt, ;, mah .; you feel 
that. you ~'jill r~ot e1.t an ounce of meat c;gain, 
so rcruLiYC' js ·it.. Tiut these •:arts arc 
alloc·.Pd f.J .co round, supplyiw; meat not to 
the ···.,ell-to-do-people, L>ut to the poorer 
people. The mnn ': ho drins the cart has 
just been holding the rein•, and his hands 
are full of grc :sn; he will grab the· meat ~nd 
cut ii up. and you can imagin" what ihe 
stat.e of the mPat m:tv be bv the time that it 
has gone round the whole of the district and 
it comes to the last on:o to serve "' ith meat. 

The f!ECI'ETARY VOR AGRICULTURE: "\.·J, the 
one who is going round must wash his hands. 

}\I;., HUXI-L\:\r: It is wc>ll that he should 
do so, or else hf-' must carry somef?tin;- ab)ut 
to clean·c his hamh. I ::m ccrhiu that the 
Ministc: ,·auld not be one to eat this carrion 
~I can c II it nothing elsn. I think that 
this should come under the most stri~t super­
vision, because the health of the people is 
abso!utel:c· cssent'a! if we c1 ~nt to bring up 
a better dass of peoplE'. Dr. Saleeby, in his 
'V01'

1 

on '' Par~nthoorl and Rac0 Onlturo," 
lays it down that it is p.wnt.ial that Y·3 

··hould lPok after our JC:'Ol lt• f'Jm the cradle 
to the ;;-rave. The health lf t~1c people is a 
matt ~r \vhi~h it is eRsential f-:r t~1e Goverr~­
nwnt to Lke in hand aJ l g-r.,pple "·ith, not­
\vithst ~nding any expense> or troubl~, in such 
a w.1y th~t the people ar•' :;oill'' to be bene­
fi~:orl hy It. 

[.ilfr. Httr:ham. 

Mr. HARDACRE : In Sydney they are going 
to have wire gauze to keep away the flies; 
here they have nothing. 

i\Ir. TROUT: The hon. mer .. ber is talking 
about cu.sh cart~, a.nd you arc talking about 
shops. 

Mr. HARDACRE: I\' a, I am talking about 
meat. (L;mc;hter.) 

:\Ir. HUXHA:\1: I am ;alkin: about cash 
c.trts. l want to dra\\ the attcn! :on of the 
)Iini~,Lr for ... \griculture to t.ho lad;;: ~f 
super< isio,, in the killing of p1gs. I will 
rc>ad be following <.xtr,;ct, so that there can 
be no tnistako as to the L,cfs--

" On Tueoday, 9Ll July inctant, a 
co .. lric f"rrncr drove from Tc.nvong ta 
So•1th Brisb:me and offered to J-~ 
B-- four pig-s r.anging in weight 
from 75 lb. to 90 lb. 'They loc,kcd good 
on inspection, but t~~ pricL~ aske,l, ld. 
per lb., aroub .. J .,aspwwn, as the mc.dcet 
price is from 3~d. to 4d. P.er lb. I:r;­
quiries t~lieited tin nutn's ._1:1x1ety ~o quit 
the pigs "·as due to hr:> wantmg to 
C' capo ~he in':lp~~cbo7, as pit; d1~eas~ wa:s 
kno>., n tJy i,he dep .. atment to ·JO m h1s 
nei hhon hood. 

"I£ t~1is :rncat T'i a? not di~t--tsc:d why 
v,,,,_., the _Price DO lo\V: .and :;';~Y was it 
brought m so ourreptlhou".ly, 

:\Ir. TROt:": BeraUS" b,, had otokn it. 

Mr. HU'cHA:\I: No, I am simply stating 
fact,. It is not a q~w,tion of r"2:tling, be­
cause the man wt.; killing his own pigs, but 
thev came from a clist~·ict which had been 
declared t'J be infected. Tho te~ timony of the 
hon. mcrn her for lth"-'"" is sufficient for m~. 
I think tho han. m< mber for Enoggera ~s 
scrupulous in tl.w \my hn c~rnes out h1s 
busincs·, and it , .. to protect tnat bon. mem­
c;er and other reputrrble Luh hers thJ.t I want 
to see mo,·e LWe sho> .. ·.n in tho skughter of the 
cattle. 

Mr. THEODORE interjecte•l 
11r. Tr:ouT: The han. membor for Chillagoo> 

give.; no bod) cr( dit for being hones-G. 

Hr. HU~;HA:'l: I ''ould r:~t .o.y that. I 
think thP han. member fc · l hiJagoe rub~ 
it in LtrU, and sotrb•tin1t~::~· it is deserved. 

:\Ir. Tno<:T: \nd very vinJ:ctive. 

~l.lr. HUXHAM: I would tot say that. He 
sim~:ly rnp businc <5. Ho is str.:ight frol?­
th,,' shoulder, rmJ I cr• n scar~' t· say he Is 
w.::ong in so c.to;ng. T··:nlp· ran1ent:,lly, I am 
er--.:irt·lv diffe:..',~nt !oJ dl tt; I supposq I have a 
Iitfl,e lliore of s1Jct·z·it{ t in modo in me. rrhe 
exh,"l ~ goes on~ 

,, rrho pi:?,"-, c:cJr- .._: out quickly, 
but there is every possi':>ility of a less 
sc~~pulor~':l buh f1~T buyin~. them, vnd 
sellr.:1g- them '- \.~n,_r as JOints or put 
through the rrc:,;~inz-machine for small 
goods." 

The S,EC~;<.,~fARY I< OR A,;_; ICULTURE: Let me 
tell vou th .t we have killed in the last f~w 
wer 1;s over &00 pigs •· i:hin a 10-mile r<1dms 
of Bri.Jbanc>: we are ;;i!iing 150 pigs to-d~y, 
and we are ·killing m-"' y pig within 10 miles 
of Brisbana. 

Mr. HUXHAJ\1: I am very glad to. hear 
it. The very fact of !flY brin15ing th.Is up 
has given the House mformatwn ':'hwh It 
would probably not have had otherwise. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: That in­
formation has been published in the Press 
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week after week for the last five or six 
weekf', The only two factories slaughtering 
pigs are ·the one at Oxley and the one at 
Zillmere; and we have men there all day 
and every day. 

Mr. I-IUXHAM: That proves that the 
Minister has mis;ed the point, namely, that 
this farmer killed his own pigs, brought 
them to town, and wanted to unload them 
at this place. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: We can· 
not keep an inspector in every farmer's 
house. 

Mr. HUXHAM : I am not blaming the 
Minister for lack of supervision. ·what I 
want to do is to so impress him with the 
imporhnc'l of this question that not many 
months will elapse before public abattoirs 
arc 'stabliohed and nobody will be allowed 
to slaughter a beast for human consumption 
save under propLr inspection. 

'l.'he SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: The 
only thing is that some informers get hold 
of--

Mr. HUXH AM: I will give the hon. 
gentleman the name of the man to whom 
the pigs \Vere offered. 

Th•• SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: That is 
more than the leader of the Opposition 
would do. 

.:\lr. BoworAK: I would not give you the 
name of a man that you might persecute 
him. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: I have 
got the name, and if I spe1.1k ;r shall use it, 
too. 

:'11r. HUXHAM: I insisted on the nan1e, 
so that I might give it to the Minister for 
AgriculPrre under the rose. He will then 
be able to make inquiries; and his inspec­
tor can gc·· the information at first hand. 

Tho SECRLTARY FOR AGRICULTURE : ! will 
be IJiea,ed to get the name. 

Mr. HUXIIAM: In connection with the 
selling of moat at the South Brisbane muni­
cipal marke1 '• I '' ish to say that for the 
last ien "~cks, I am told, the meat has 
been cJ]d. on S:·,,turduy mornings without 
the Governr,wnt stamp attach~d. 

The Si.CRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: That is 
a m: c2r for the Health Department. 

Mr. HUXEAM: And I am told that 
cal\es u·.der the regulation weight have 
been slaughtered. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGf:ICULTURE: \Ve 
traced one man, and he cleared out of the 
Sbte. That sho\\s how keen we arc in the 
matter. 

::\Ir. HUXIL\.11: What I say is that the 
>upc,-- i .ion i- not sufficient, and it is up to 
the Minister to consider tho necessity of 
having more inspectors. \Vith respect to 
the qu-stion of immigration, the remarks 
of tl_,, · hon. member for Carnarvon last night 
c;.,.uscd a great deal of aniUSQlnent, but tl1ey 
we e Yery c difying. I rc gard the matter 
of i~ niligr·:.tion not from the ad, antage to 
the inL.:1igrants coming here, but fron1 their 
utility to th-~ State. So1ne years ago in ~{ow 
;'1 out~l \Vah s, when tlw question o£ irnrni­
gratioa \\ 1s brouc;-ht up, Mr. Joseph Car­
ruther,, who had just rE'signed fro,n the 
premiership, stated that i~ was very unwise 
for :c\cw South \Vales to undertake immigra-

tion, because, he said, "They all drift 
herf'." And that has br·en the c~tse eyer 
since. It seems hard that we should put 
our hc·nds into our pockets to bring out 
immigrants that o·chms may get the benefit. 
And scientifically it has been proved to be 
o£ no effect. If you force immigration to 
a place it is ct!ways detrimental to the 
people. 

Tho PREliiiEH: ·what do you mean by 
''forcing in1migration ?" 

::VIr. HUXHAM: Forcing them in the w;,~y 
we arc doing-forcing and inducing them to­
como. Tho Chief Seer•_ bry will !mow that 
when inomigratio 1 agt nts go home they tell 
specious stories. 

The PHF.HIER: VIe are confining immigra· 
tion to nomin,;,tions now. 

)ilr. HUXliA:C\1: At the present time. The 
un\"dsdo1n of im1nigrat·ion \\as shown by a 
tna:n \Yho r.nado a Y(?ry clear investigation 
into the matter-Mr. Francis \Vaiker, of the 
United :itatcs of Amerioa. who conducted 
the censu~ of 1870 and t'la~ of 1880. He has 
\\ ritt '-"'D. '' vrks on statistics and econon1ical 
iltt~~igration, and h<." stated in onE- of his 
v, orks that in the United States from 1~90 
to 1830, a period of forty years, the Ameri· 
can populo.tion increased hom 4,500,000 to 
13,000,000 by natural increase; but in the 
forty years after that, notwithstanding a 
big influx of immigrants, the increase was 
only about 10,000 more than if there had 
heen no i1ninigration. 

The SECHETARY FOR AGEICUL'iliP.E: The 
gro\;•th of the black population was bigger 
than that of th,, v:hite population; and they 
aro all counted. 

J!.1r. liUXH_'I.l\1: ThE' a we hav•J our own 
nmeriP, '-'~· :\otv, ithstanding the large 
nu~nbcr of pEopl·J brought into the place 
from 1907 to the )n·esr nt timr, tb;rc has 
been e. gr,,dual falling oif in the nat_ural 
incrca,, •. In 1907 the rate pc'l' 100 of buths 
OYer death·, v. as 1.69; in 1908 it \1 as the 
L; me; in E J9 it went up to 1.80; in 1910 
the r.,te "as tho same; but in 1910 it fell 
tn l.j'4. I w' h to point ou~ to hon. members 

how L.r v . , h- ve g·on' in this 
[4.30 p.m.] 1aatter, and to in1prf'-'3~ upon 

them the fact that th:, mcrease 
in on P''pulahon in 1~11 as cmnpared with 
1810 "·as on!.· !ifte·-·n soul, notwiths~a~din{o\' 
th Ltct th __ t wo introdu~" d 14,000 unlnl-

duril."' thnt !' riod. Such a condition 
, ou,7ht to be for;;pp!cd with. In 
the 1 , ·o pr,..,;ious ycJ.rs tho incr-tv "o in o?-r 
populdion ,. as ].ci\'.'Pcn 3~J ~nd ,'''1, w~1le 
1.3 st ,-· ,; r ; ~ -..vas onh~ 15 f:r-t-1:'!, ac·0rd1ng 
to th~ Uominon-,~·ealt h 'SL:.tistician. Our ov.rn 
~tai:i.2\ giY~_s the fLt-:.·u~cs ~:l ~inet~-- .. l _ so~tls, 
bu ~- tr, • cl.rffcrlncc b:, w. en th 1 h·.1 ;·.utno­
r~ti-,::>::· is t: 1:1ere b.:>~ut Ilc. lVI-.-· l,)nh..~nt~~n 

tl.L.::~ ',-;lJ- ro i -1 : .:.o into :> cr,antry Ill 

larr;r nu;:1b- ~nd intcrff'r<· \.·ith tho em-
plo..; 1n~nt and indu·•tr~. of th:-~ .PC>oplo alr--~t .. dy 
there, the natural increase m the popula· 
tion }<. diminished. As Mr. Walker has 
nointed ou+, if a 1n;:,;,n who is rp'-,ident in . a 
btat~ j,s no~ up to th0 s:,u~r,;·,rd required ~n 
th; ~ < ·:-:·1:~n1 ·rcial agf', h l is drivf '1 out 1n 

r~YOLl:' of the fore;r11('f ~\\hO C'.''l10S to the 
cout.tr·. I ~a~.- th•t if \VP brouc;h~ up our 
[,c .yl,: fro _l uhild:JO'lC; f,J n,anhJod with the 
,<T•:·::tt-.·st care, we shJu!d find . that the 
natur:: 1 incrc ... •se in ou populatwn Yvould 
be norm,], and tl-tat "·ould be a great b2nefit 
to th'- ~t.,de. Th2 ]Yople who arc !1~re are 
inured to thE' climate and tho cond1t10ns of 

"~11'. Huxham.J 
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employment., they would grow up_ .Jvith a 
lm'?wledgc that cYerything was gomg well, 
anu r.o11ld lead dcccmt live•,, which they 
"?annat de) at the present time. Dr. Saleeby,. 
m h1s volume on h1s ;,·ork m the slums of 
Londo_n, says that 90 per cent. of the chil­
dren m _tho~e slums are .born healthy, and 
that 1t 1s sw1ply their subsequent em iron­
m•cnt that is the unmaking of them. It is 
our dut~ to look after our children in such 
a wa)r as '.vill enable thcn1 to gro\Y up to a 
ht',JJtny and U1::·Aul manlrood anC. woman­
hood, and for that reason I maintain that 
v:e sho:.dd so care for our children that where 
.a mother is left a widow, or in the case of 
a foster-mother, we should look after their 
ch1l~r n, .• nd se• th"'t they are supplied with 
\vhole::;orne food, '':holesonle clothing, and 
·wholesG.rne snrrvPnthngs. .A £25 lh.'r annu1n 
grant to widows and to foster-mothers to 
support Ilf'tjk~t,~·d or orphan children is one 
of the b<·st investments we could enLr upon 
as iar a·' the State is co:lCerned. Not onlv 
does it_,.···,ff?rd us .a n1C?r~l a~vantage-, but {t 
also ahords lb flnanz.:1a1 g<.un, because the 
£1 5s. that w" rc eeivo from the Common­
'"' ;dih ic ',:uiya] nt to 5 per e,,nt. on the 
mnn;y inve ;tc_d. ~ am satisfied that young 
ehrlar•2n r~~qnu _ (!,cent ·- urroundings, and 
by spr:n<.Iing nLnley to gi\~C them those sur­
ronndill;;s we bring them up a credit to 
tho State, inasmuch . we irnproYe their 
tnoralrty and rnentahtv, a'" \,-,-ell as thtir 
physie1l well-being. I 'do not v:ant in this 
1natt-nr to discrin1inate behveen rnothers and 
foster:mothers. I had a very pleasureable 
cxpenc,c, ih.-J other daY IYhen yisiting two 
OrJJ:1all chih_l:rcn ~~·ho \V~Crc in Lhargc of a 
foster-mother. The older ci1ild rushed into 
lhe wom:.n's arms, and it was evident that 
both had a great ·affection for their foster­
mother. I a~fte"' ards found that both those 
children were illegitimate. I could not help 
feel!ng an interest in the :• oungsters, and 
feelu~g that. they were worth caring for, 
notw1thstandmg the circumstanets of their 
birth. (Hear, hear ~) I am not going to 
advocate. general i1nmorality, but I sa~' 
those children were born here, and they 
bel~mg to us. I take exception, to a remari< 
wluch wa' made th' other day at a public 
gathering in conn• c'.ion with 'the Salvation 
Army with rEgard to the £5 bonus being 
handm1 to rnoth-:rs who;;-o children vv·ere born 
out of ,., •'dlock. However, I shall not deal 
with that subj<-ct at any length, as there are 
seYtcai other matters I wif.h to mention. 
The point is that children born hc·re belong 
to u.c, whether they are horn in wedlock or out 
of \Vc?dlock, and the talk ahout morality in 
t~a1t _c,Jnn,ction does not ap130al to me. No 
pu.~. 1s rrc ~ng- to suffer the troubl{' o£ carry­
ing a child for that time and caring for it 
aft·'rward' mcr0ly for the paltrv £5 bonus 
she Till recein' from th. Commonwealth. 

:Yir. CaDlE: It is too ridicnlous. 

Mr. HUXH.\M : It is too ridiculous to 
imagine such a thing. I was pleased to 
notice from the busin<·ss paper that the hon. 
member for Windsor propose.u to bring for­
ward a private Bill for the protection of 
mothers, which is a measure th?t I will sup­
port. I am satisfied that every member on 
this side of the House will give his support 
to any measure which has for its object the 
care and protection of mothers, no matb'lr 
from what quarter it may come. There is 
another matter I wish to refer to and that 
is the strike. I am not going to touch upon 
this matter very much, because I think our 
·case has· been amply vindicated by the hon. 

[Jir. Httrham. 

member for Chillagoe and the hon. member 
for Barcoo in particular. They made out -
an admi~ablo case. I took a part in that 
strike, and I do not know of any strike 
which I have taken part in that appealed to 
me so much as that one. My reason for 
saying that is that the strike was on a matter 
of principle rather than on a question of 
money. The money matter always grates on 
my nerves, though I know that our people 
need the money. But when men come out 
as strongly as those men did on a matter 
of principle, they well deserved the remark 
made by the leader of the Opposition when 
he naid he was proud of the men for stand­
ing up for the principles they believed in. 
(Hear, hear!) The remarks which have been 
made towards members on this side of the 
House, especially the hon. member for \Y ar-
r< go and others who took part in that ,trike, 
were absolutely undeserved. 'Ve know that 
it was insinuated that the leader of the 
Opposition was a coward, that he tried to 
shirk his duties as leader of that move­
ment, and we find others spoken of 
as having shielded themselves behind the 
women. They needed to do nothing of the 
sort. I never came actoss a class of men who 
looked at the matter so fair and square and 
who went into that strike as did the rank 
and file. The men who came out on strike 
came out on matters of principle, and, when 
I see men doing that, I am ready to defend 
them and stand shoulder to shoulder with 
them. The money question does not trouble 
me much. I hate strikes as I hate the devil. 
(Laughter.) There is no doubt about that. 
They not only bring trouble in the house, 
but they go a long "ay towards losing 
friendships and shattering them oven after 
they have existed for a term of years. No 
one wants strikes. I had the same experi­
ence in the la<t strike. Because I stood by 
the men who went out on strike, there are 
men who wer0 formerly friends of mil}e who 
have since given me the cold shoulder, and 
some of them have gone so far as to say 
that they will not do any more business 
with me. That does not con~ern me very 
much. Huxham is never concerned about 
people not doing business with him so long 
as he can make sufficient out of his business 
to keep his wife and children and live de­
cently. (Hear, hear !) So long as I can 
pay my bills I am quite satisfied. So far 
as the strike is concerned, I am with every­
one of my friends who took part in it, be­
cause they did nothing to intensify the 
trouble. Their motives were misunderstood. 
There was a great misconception about what 
they were doing-. No man could have done 
more than the leader of the Opposition to 
allay the trouble. No man could have done 
more than Mr. Bowman did on that unfor­
tunate Friday to keep the men quiet. (Hear, 
hear!) I was there and saw the whole thing. 
Although we have been challenged and 
flouted we have the proof of what the people 
thought about it, because in the very cAntre 
where the serike took place the people of 
Brisbane exercised their votes in such a way 
as to give us a marvellous increase in the 
number of votes recorded for the Labour 
party, with the result that we rc!urned our 
man. That does not look as if we are such 
scoundrels in the eyes of the people of Bris­
bane. There is another matter of some im­
portance which I wish to bring forward, and 
it is one that was mentioned by the hon. 
member for Murilla. He challenged us on 
the question of the women and children 
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being batoned, and I said that I saw it, and 
I presume the hon. member took my word 
for it. I would also like to refer to another 
matter, the point of which was missed by Mr. 
Finlayson in the House of Representatives, 
that is the question of the badge. In the 
fir&t plac'•" I would like to read two letters 
bear.ing on this subject which I think should 
be absolutely convincing. They come from 
the strike "Bulletin," but they need not be 
any less convincing because of that. The 
names are appended to the letters, and they 
tell their own story. If they are wrong they 
should be prosecuted. I will read the first 
letter relating to the batoning of women· and 
children. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! Does the hon. 
member propose to read a private letter? 

Mr. HUXHAM: No. 
Mr. COYNE: It is a published letter. 

Mr. HUXHAM : This letter has been pub­
lished. 

The SPEAKER : The hon. member musb 
know that I have asked hon. members to re­
frain from reading private letters. The hon. 
gentleman may quote the contents of the 
letter and also the name of th0 writer. If 
it is an official letter, or a letter that has 
anything to do with the Administration, he 
may read it in full, but if it is a private 
letter the hon. member will be out of order 
in reading it. 

Mr. MuRPHY: Just give the name of the 
writer and quote the whole letter. 

Mr. HUXHAM: This letter is signed by 
Sydney Cook, and refers to the fact that 
women and children were batoned while 
they were trying to get bread. 

The SPEAKER: The hon. member is 
quite at liberty to quote from the letter but 
not to read it. , 

::\lr. I-IUXHAM: But hon. members will 
not £ . t tho bmw fit o_f the expressions in the 
letter unless I read 1t all. 

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem­
ber is quite in order to quote on the floor 
of the House any letter that he may have 
receiw·d. but he is not at liberty to read 
a prive,te letter. If the letter is an official 
onr, or· relates to uny act of administration, 
the hon. member would be entitled to read 
it. The leader of the Opposition, earlier in 
thi" d'"bate, v: as allowed to read letters from 
ao,ociations, but it would be manifestly a 
prostitution of Parliamentary privileges to 
allow private letters or individual letters to 
be read in this House. I propose to dis­
allow it. 

Mr. HUXHAM: This letter is signed by 
" Sydney Cook," and he says that he wit­
nessed the batoning of women and children 
whDn they were trying to get bread from 
Enever'· bakery in Leichhardt street. 

T1J" F~L~1HFTA"P.Y FOR Punr,rc INS'!'RD 'TIOX: 
\Ync the: hurt? 

(;"'DOclTION 11EMBERS : Yes. 
;\Ir. I~IRWAN: Ask Sergeant Casey. 
TIL' SE:....'R:2~·~).}':Y FOH PUBLIC INSTRUll'ION: 

\YhcrP ''""re they taken to? 

:1-Ir. II"CXHA:\-1: They were taken home, 
I suppoc,,, and I we.,.t to emphasise this 
fac '· 

The HOME SECRETARY: The hon. memb_r 
does not believe a word of it. 

Mr. HUXHA::YI: The Home Secretary is 
absolutely wrong, as I do believe it. 

The HOME SECRETARY; I don't think you 
do. 

Mr. RGXHA:!VI : One thing I was going 
to emphasise in connection with this matter 
is the fact that the wife of a police eon­
stable in the employ of the Governm-omt 
was a,.,aulted, and she was willing to go 
and give evidence to that effect. 

Mr. COYNE: Sworn evidence. 

Mr. H'GXHAM: Yes, swcrn eYidcnce. 
She was the wife of a constable. 

ThP Ho~IE SECRETARY: It is a most ex­
traordinary thing that he never made a 
statement about it to the Home Depart­
ment. 

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem· 
ber for Buranda has pob+n~qion of the chair, 
and I hope tho Home Secretary will allow 
him to proceed. 

Mr. H'GXHAM: I am eatisfiud that the 
Homo Secretary did not want to embarrass 
me. \V e are very good friends, but, of 
course, he wants to protect his department. 
That was a fact all the same. These things 
did happen. The position was this: The 
Government gave carte blanche to th<? Com­
missioner of Police to do what he thought 
was best. 

Mr. COY:\"E: And he told the police to do 
what they liked. 

Mr. HUXHAM: Yes; and they caine 
down on the people like a lot of Huns in­
stead of like civilieed people. 

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem­
ber hfts occupied the time allowed him by 
the Standing Orders. Is it the wish of the 
House that the hon. member be granted an 
ext•"nsion of time? 

HoNOTiRABLE ME}IBERS: Hear, hear! No, 
no! 

The SPEAKER: The "Noes" have it. 
Mr. SWAYNE (.Mirani): I should like to 

compliment some of the young members on 
their speeches, though at the same time I 
must say that I have never heard so weak 
an attack upon the Government policy from 
the other side before. Their critic ism has 
been confined to the question of public 
abattoirs-which I understand is being dealt 
with at the present time-and their adminis­
tration during the recent strike. Without 
going into the question of the strike just 
now I think that any impartial mind will 
condede that the Government's conduct of 
affairs during that period compared more 
than favourably with what took place in 
Adelaide during the strike there in 1910. 
There has been a sort of pious opinion ex­
pressed that had it not been for the strike 
the Government would not now bP in office. 
With that opinion I beg to differ. I con­
sider that the legislation which they hav<' 
passed fully justifies our position on . the 
right of the Chair. Take somP of the legisla­
tion passed last session. Ta!!'le the ·workers' 
Dwellings Act, and the HPalth Act, for the 
better securing of pure food for the people 
and for the checking of various abuses. 
Then take the Sugar \Yorks Act, one pro­
vision in which has not been sufficiently en­
larged unon. In that measur,, for the first 
tiJ,.e it h::ts b,,,•n laid down th,Lt it is within 
the rights of Parlia"ment to check anything 
in the shape of exploitation on the pa~t. of 
private companies. I refer to that provi··'1011 

i1£ r. Swayne.] 
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in the Act which prevents any company 
established nuder the Act from paying any 
dividend in exc0ss of a certain amount. The 
'Yorkers' Dwellings Act should specially ap­
peal to those who object to the system of 
landlordism. Altogether, I think that many 
of the measures pass-od by tho Government 
last session entitle them to a continuance of 
the peoplc/s confidence, lea·.'ing out of con­
sideration such outside ic9ues as the strike. 
Then again take their railway policy; and 
in a young country like this I think that 
must come even before industrial legislation. 
In a y0ung country like thio, the mosL im­
portant ta 'k in front of us is to open up 
our vast areas, and unless there is r_ailway 
communication that i,s hopelc<JS. The vigor­
on-> railway policy of this Government has 
placed us in the proud poe.ition of owning 
more railw.tys per head than any other 
country in the world, and of building mil­
ways at a greater rate than any two of the 
more populous States of the Commonwealth. 
I think that our claim to be judged upon our 
policJ alone was quite sufficient to entitle 
us to the confidence bestowed upon us by 
the p<cople. Coming to our opponents, I do 
not think that any of them have so far 
during this debate justified their policy. I 
do not think we have heard any advocacy of 
their policy of nationalisation of all the 
means of production, exchange, and distribu­
tion, and I was waiting to hear some justi­
fication of it. I feel safe in saying that "ll 
they can offer in the way of policy is the 
penalisation and the discouragement of every­
thing in the shape of enterprise and in­
dustry. I further ask what is likely to be 
the future of al)y country in which thoec 
qualities are discouraged? If they were to 
attain to office and carried out their policy 
of nationalising everything in the shape of 
industrial enterprise and dj~:,_;ouraging every­
thing in the shape of private endPe,vour 
in tl1·1t direction, what woull be the 
fulurc of our c"OUI1~ country? Coming 
ba( k ·Lo our raihva:y .:1, I regret there 
is ~'·'_) re~-erence in tho Governor's Speech 
-a< there '.Vas in the Speech of last 
se,sion-to the building of some lines by 
private contracts. Many hon. members have 
urged that we should go dow in tho matter 
of railway construction, but at the same time 
I do not think the Opposition have laid their 
finger upon any item that should be omitted. 
In my opinion every railway that has bPJn 
projected is parti0ularly desirable if we 
are to build up Queensland. At the same 
time, it behoves those who hav0 the ta,k of 
guarding the public pu:r·.e" to see, that we get 
fair v;tlue for the money we spend in this 
direction. After travelling over some of 
the lines in progress, I am sorry to say that 
there appears to be somethin6 like a de­
liberate attempt to introduce the ·' ea 
cann'~'" SJ:ste-:_.1 in connection with our rail­
way construction, and this, if allowed ! o con­
tinu'. will cost the taxpaye~s dear. On the 
:c\orth Coast Railway, for in,tance, farmers' 
:·ons, v·ho have been brought up to do a fair 
day's work fotl a fair day's pay, when they 
,. cmt to work on the railway, proceed.·d to 
put this rulP into prad ;ce, but they were 
w:• rned-to use their own words-by lPadint; 
lights in the Amalgama,ed \Vorkers' Aeoocia­
tion that thev were not to work like that, 
but ,, ere to go slow. If that is the cJ.c-'0-and 
I h; d it on good authority-it i·, a most 
Sf\rious 1nattcr. 

Mr. BERTRAM: You do not believe it, do 
you? 

[lllr. Swayne. 

Mr. SWAYNE: I have also been on the 
duplication of the line between here and 
Toowoomba, and I am sorry to say that I 
have reason to believe that very much the 
same state of affairs exists there. If such 
is the case, it means an addition of fully 
25 per cent. to the cost of the railways we 
have in hand. That is to say, th.tt for 
works for which we shall have to pay 
£10,000 000, we should only ha' e to pay 
£7 5.00 000. and in the interests of the tax­
payers; and more particularly in thP interests 
of the 'Jrimary producers, upon whose shoul­
ders th~ bulk of th3 burden will fall, I enter 
m. pc·otF;·t. Dm'or the Rail",' ;s Act of 1906, 
if "there is a deficit on a line, 3 p ,r cent. on 
the cost of con',truution is to h' made good 
by tho ratepayers in the b_enefitcd area, and 
on the North Coast, for mstanco, they are 
r ._.:::.rly ~i ',to'-'ot~'~Br prchicd:s, and \',;here that 
<~Je, :l,~Jt :~pply b,~avy fr( 16·ht rates Dn pro~ 
duce \vill be r"-quislt> to pay int 'rn.,t upon 
th;; rxtr-1- :-·xlF~nditurc so caU'·Cd. In their in­
terests I co'mmend this point to the con­
sideration of those in charge of the R:,ilway 
Department. Possibly I shall give further 
details on the Railway Estimates, but in dis­
em>ing the policy of the Government on the 
_\ddrc,J in Reply it is not dcsir;;.ble to go 
m rch into detail,, ratl,or to deal with broad 
question, of policy. I should like to see a 
check instituted by building some of our 
lines by contract. The departmPnt can m:'ke 
an estimate of the probable cost of a lme. 

·They should call for tf•'lders, and thE'y them­
;celveo should tender. If they are successful, 
and it is found that their expenditure largely 
exceeds their estimate, then we ?an call th<;nn 
to account for it. IV c recogmse that w1th 
our heavy financial reopon.ibi~itic•s i;1 :on­
nection with railway constructnn thiS IS a 
point worthy of attention. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: Do you believe in the 
contract svstem of raihvay constrnctio~1? 

l'vlr. S\VAYNE: Cnder some c mdi!ions I 
do, and I am ;.orry to say tha~ if what I 
have noticed in son1o cases Is 111 any way 
general throughout the whole of our milwa~ 
con<...~ructio.::l, we could not be "'·orse off 
thaa v .. ·hat -v.e are undc,r our pre/ent· syste1n. 
At ,,nv rate, v hat I am proposmg·. no:w 
is not· a total revolution of our policy m 
that matter. What I ask for i, sil .plc· a 
check contract to be let, in order that we 
may see how we are gettir:g on. .Lot the 
two systems vorlc togeth?r. s1de b:: srdc·: an_d 
then we can form an opmwn ?.S to whiCh Is 
best. Surelv those who advocate day labour 
in season and OUt of Season, 110 matJPl' what 
the co&t n1ay be, are not afraid of C0111-

parisons? 
Mr. KIRWAN: No, we are not. 
Mr. SWAYNE: Will the hon. member 

support the letting of some lin<'s, at any rat<, 
bv contract? The unfortunate part of the 
business is that some of the hon. members 
intBrjeding do not represent th?se y,·ho have 
to " pay the piper" if there > a 0·J· ·J. I 
happen to do so. 

Mr. KIRWAN: You remember the Robb 
arbitration case; that is the contract system 
for you. 

Mr. SWAY:0:'E: If what I have seen ic; in 
any way general, the . Robb arbitr:. +ion C? se 
will be simply a flea-bite to the mon v wh10h 
is being spent under the present yste•u. 

Mr. KIRWAN: Then you haye the depart­
mental officers. 
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::\[r. S\YA YNE: Coming to other matters, 
I intended to remark that the repressive 
policy that has b·:·en advocated b1 the other 
side, this constant harassing of those who are 
developing our primary industries, must have 
an ill·cffect. I am afraid that already that 
has been shown to be the case. I noticed 
figures were quoted showing the excess of 
our imports over our exports. I think it 
was shown that during the first four months 
of this :·car the value of our imports has 
exce·"~ed our exports by nearly £5,000,000, 
speakmg for the whole of Australia. That 
discloses a serious sb k of things. It show~ 
what through artificial conditions we have 
imposed upon ourselves to a large extent, 
and there ;., also the f~ar that more f1ra,.'ic 
condition' will be exercised in the future. 
There is an unv.illingness to invE.>t in the 
development of our resources. 

:Mr. O'SuLLIVAN: Do ou me:tn the sugar 
industry? 

=dr. SWAYNE: Amongst other things. I 
notice that this year instead of an increase, 
there is a decrc:.he in our acre:\ge. I do not 
think the departmental report is yet avail­
able, but I understand that the figures this 
year are something like 130,000 acc·es under 
cane, as compared with 141,000 last yectr. 
ThPro is som .. thing wrong about that. 

Mr. KIRWAN: The Government won't build 
the mills. 

Mr. SWAYNE: Quite apart from those 
mills. When we wne dealing with the 
141,000 acres there was no shortage of mill 
power then ; tlw.refore, there can be no 
shortage with 130,000. A good deal i~ owing 
to the L.,r of har<tbing conditions and labour 
troubles, and so on; such strikes, for instance, 
as the sugar strike. Th,re is not the increase 
o2 !and under the p!ouo;h that we should have 
expectd t•' sec in Queons:.:1nd, and I contend 
that it can be shown to be owing to the dis­
nouragement of everything in the sh;•pe of 
private enterprise that we see shown on the 
<Jther side. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: Drysdale does not thi,.rtk 
that when he is building a mill on the Lower 
Burdekin. 

Mr. S\YAYNE: I-Ie is under exceptionally 
f;wourable conditions. I am speaking more 
particularly about the small grower. A good 
deal has been said about the tactics pursued 
during the recent campaign. I have here a 
manifesto circulated by the Opposition dur­
ing the recent campaign. I leave it to the 
House to say what justice there is in such 
paragraphs as this. It states-

" Not a single measure for the benefit 
of the y, orkers and the vast majority 
of the people has b·"en enacted bv the 
Donham Government. It has stru~k no 
blow at a public evil ; it has made the 
conditions of life no " 1.sier for any man 
whose labours have advantarccl the com­
munity." 

On the face of that they must know it is 
untrue. Hon. members have quoted mea­
sures which were passed last s<·qion which 
show that such a charge is false. Then 
take this parag-raph-

" ~lillions raised by loan at heavy c: -··:t 
to the country are being squandered on 
railways that no one profe>: es to bE­
lic;ve will pay; that everybody knows 
Will affect no genuine settlement; that 
are not, as a matter of plain truth, de­
signed for any other purpose than that 

of putting fortun"' into the pockets of 
absentee sheep and cm; le owners, and 
cnhaacing the Yalue of ··urit.i.:s held 
by Joan and 1nortgage agCl.:._Cil'>5.'' 

In the fe~c of that, c•ur r:ih' .. <:,:. at the 
pre, fnt tL. :o are roturui-lg soL::,thing over 
£3 IS, .. pc1· c' t. on (:·_-: n1ow y inv -;ted in 
th::~.,, and vet the othe cicb ht lhe efiron­
tcry to publi :1 such a s+at o .tent a f1is! Do 
~ ou \Yonr:cr ii that \.Yas \vh:~t the-v \Vere 
dcp(ndi~~g ~i-011 to .Jure tho , nlfn ;·~ :of 
the eler·· j!"S, t~l. ~ they Wl'r' .:urn Ct ,,·1th 
such a f ~1 :11l n1inorit~r ? 

n-1-r. lZlR\- : _,__\_l inc 

J\Ir. sy,-_AYKL: I{efc ~Tin; to t'.10- r>trike, 
y,-hat ~1appcnr~d - us ::.i l_L)]:- a qr n:._r -l 1 ' "\-._,:a 
a priv,"'::e trn,rn·-.~. con1pa:·.y _._.d its em-
plo:'ec y·CL, the object of 1naking 
political C'1·Pi l out 0~ it, \Ve :md tl.~.at a 
ct: rt._jn party f--'~!l~!Lt-!d th' t1·onble, although 
the mttb ·r in Uispute 1"-_.foto tho c·1urt. 
'VhLt did it llH~ tier if a few Wl ---- ks or 
raontlJ~ eJ av~ :d ·: Tl~or·J \Vas ll) jn· tific .. tion 
for tL' lo anJ distr " caused by their 
>}etlan. Th--- nw~1 on the~.:>~' ;rJ...,nlin~-s had 
been working under the conditions then pre­
v;;i!ing for years. 

:i\Ir. DaWMAX: T.j)oy h .. cd L-,cn tyrannised 
over for years. 

:VIr. SWAY.:.:E: Wouid it ha\c ll' rm any 
hardship for chom if they had ' orhd even 
month•, b( f;Jr___, the a\vard was nL.c~£?,? \\Touid 
it not ha-, e btcn far bt:tter than irnprsh;_g 
th,, loss that it did on t11o < e>mmunity, seeing 
that it was only over a badge. 

'\Ir. I-IA.UDACGL: ::\~(-·?1 getting :ked all 
the time. 

JUr. S\YA YNE: Stricture·, have b,•-0n 
made on tho Go,c>rnme"t owing to ,;1 stops 
they took to prHen·e pcac .. ·'"cl order. 
\Vhcn \ve had Inc:Tibcr;.) on th:; 0 1 

•• l1cr side 
usiEg such < ~prc;;:-,ions as the vn ~ lJ:.dc usG 
of by 1\lr. CollinR, urt2·ing thD pL ... _.i_J]e to 
steai--

:IIr. Kn:e>:Ax: Cardin.tl '\, tLtir; Sc,id that. 

:Hr. [\VAYXE: If that \Yf:.", said m 
llu.~sia ihcre might be :.:arn· ~Toun:--l for it, 
but there io not the :ig:Jtc .. t exnae for an~-­
thing of t ClG kind in ),ustulia. Again, He 
had the hon. me,nber fn \Varrq,v boasting 
of having Ucslro~.c-·{ 1he trade of Brisbane. 
.A·" an illu>:Jtrativ:l, I need only reftr to tho 
coal shipm~nt·;, \:hicb ''·ere only EGO odd 
tons in tho Fc!_,ruar"· during tlu stri~"e as 
against 421,000 tons Ill E\ ;Jru;:r<~·, :911. The 
"hoie thing v · s most unjctotiliabl• 

Mr. HARD ACHE: You ought to blame 
ILqger for it. 

l\lr. SI':.AY:'~L: D{•L"•'L'·' th.·-· happened 
to elisa;· reo about f,, beclge, <itK tion thai 
would 11 Yc been s-ttlcd [H the .~r0itration 
C<:>urt in an·,~ ca~e, that \Y3.s no n"\;_,_son wh).,. 
large qu,ntitics of produce should be spoiled, 
as happ·:ned thf' :Y1ouril0 an shipm~nt; it was 
no re;,son why forty-thre·' unions should be 
called ov', and large Dumhers of people not 
concerned in the dispute brought into the 
matter. An attempt has be,,n madP to com­
pare the situ:Jtion he rc wich that whic~ pre­
Yailed in Great Britain; but there IS no 
analogy, bee 1us•· in Australia we h!'ve tri­
bunals specially appointed to deal with such 
troubl0s, whereas in !he old country they have 
nothing of the kind. I do not sa:: that em­
ployers are always right, and I quit'l recog­
nise that where no other means of r-edress 
exist people somA-times have to strike in 

Mr. Swayne.] 
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order to get their rights; but where there 
are arbitration courts, wages boards, and 
so on, the unions have no more right to 
attempt to coerce others and resort to force 
than a private individual has to take the 
law into his own hands. 

Mr. FoLEY: Do you d<my the right of the 
trannvay men to strike? 

:Ylr. SWAYNE: Yes; seeing that their 
case '' <>s already set down for hearing before 
Mr. Justice Higgins. I was in Brisbane dur­
ing the strike, and I could give plenty of 
details, but there is no need to do so. The 
Home Secretary mentioned the acts of vio­
lence; and I believe he was pretty correct ; 
but some tlmt came under my notice he did 
not give. For instance, when he told us 
about that lorry trying to get from Roma 
street to the brewery yard, he did not men­
tion the way the police were pursued and 
stoned in the yard afterwardF. 

Mr. KIRWAN: Bunkum ! I ,. as there. 

:Y1r. SWAYNE: So ,•,as I; and I know 
what I am talking about. The question of 
the strike has been worn threadbare; but 
before I sit down I wish to ref<er to another 
strike-one that was fully discussed last 
session. I refer to the t~ugar strike. Seeing 
that it was resurrected during this debate, 
r do not fee,! dispc•scd to let the opportunity 
go by without doing my best to set right 
the misrepr<esentations that have again 
been mad<e. I hnve been five years in 
this Hom0, and I thought I was well 
aware of the lengths to which the imagina­
tion of hon. members opposite would 
l~cad : 1v m; but I think I must give first 
plat.::• to the han. Incinbt•r for Uairns, a 
yonn~- ;:~!nbPr, for hiJ soaring flights into 
the ruJms of fic:ion wlH·n he gave his ac­
count of thc sugar ,trike. Briefly, the men 
in the sucar dislriuts had no d<esir<e to strike. 
Th:, obje~t of tho strik<e "as simply to com­
pel cn'r:- worker in t~e- sugar districts to 
contribute to the pohtw<Ll funds of the 
unio,·s, ard make it impossible for any man 
who did no~ subscribe to their political doc­
trines to obtain employment in the industry. 
The Australian \Yorkers' Union had been 
consi;._;.ered inelit ible for registration as a 
trade society because of their socialistic 
objective, yet their object was to make 
it impossible for anyone to <earn his living 
in the canefields unless he subscribed to 
their c~o-;trine' wheth<er those doctrines were 
right or wrong. 

::Ylr. BowMAN \Vas not that dispute last 
y,-ar iH connection with wages and hours? 

J\Ir, S\C4. YNE: There was a means of 
settling that. 

:!\1r. Bow·.1M': \Vas not that the basis? 
, Why trc to mislead the House'? 

]lr. SWAYNE: I am going to read at 
some length from the speech of the hon. 
meml--,r for Cairns. First of all hf> remarked 
thn:_ the men h.td no constitutional means of 
rcdresr,ing their grieyanC,'<:;. I say again 
that th,,, hc,d tJ:l'? wag<'s board. '.f. hen ihe 
ho'L n-~ -" 1Y~r Fatct-

,, I kLow many of th: farmers were 
Lot against the <:emand" of the Aus­
'ralian \Vorkers' Union. In support of 
th.:>~t ·tat<emen+ I b:- that every demand 
we made on the Lni,>er has been granted 
to rc io·d:J', in North Quc-Pnsland at 
least." 

ln rPgard to the attitude of the farmers, I 

[2Vlr. Swayne. 

have the report of a meeting of the farmers 
in the Mackay district-I suppose the largest 
in the State, numbering 1,500 or 1,600; and 
they placed on record their opinion in refer­
ence to the demand of the Amalgamated 
vVorkers' Union, as follows:-

" That in reference to the demands 
o£ the Amalgamated vyorkers' l!ni::m, 
compliance with them will rende_r It mi­
poc3ible to grow sugarcane With any 
profit to the producAr; that the cane­
growers are perfectly willing to .mePt 
their employees on a legallY: appomted 
wages board, and that pendmg the :1p­
pointment of such, canegrowers 'l.l'O all 
reque~tBd to resist de~ands of such an 
extortionate character. 

That re--olution was passed at a large meet­
ing of farmers in one of our largest sugar 
districts. 

Mr. LENNON: \Vere they not reasonable 
demands? 

lvl:r. KIRWAN: He says they were extor· 
tionate. 

Mr. SWAYNE: Certainly. I may as.weU 
sav that these demand>' included an eight­
hour dav in the field which men with ful1 
knowledge and expe;ience in this matter­
which is not possessed by members <;n the 
other side-consider to be perfectly unpos­
siblc in the conditions of field work. I 
would like to say that the industry is under 
the control of the Commonwealth Govern­
ment and the Minister of Trade and Cus­
toms 'has power to substantially penalise any 
grower not according fair conditions of em­
ployment, and under the circumstances such 
an industry should have been exempt from 
troubles of this kind. The hon. member 
goes on to sa,Y-

" They were justified, and if that was 
so, why did the Govm'nment back up .a 
powerful monopoly and force on thia 
strike?" 

The Government did not force on the strike 
in any way. Of course, the monopoly .re­
ferred to is the Colonial Sugar Refimng 
Company, but that company on!Y c'!'me into 
the question very slightly. Their mills 'Yere 
more lightly affected than the other mi~ls; 
but of course the Colonial Sugar Refimng 
Co~pany is the old gag, which is brought up 
every time, in season and out of ~ason, 
entirely irrf>;<pective of the fact that It may 
have no application to the argument. 
Again, he says-

" For years the old sugar-workers' 
union attempted to get a wages board 
-the thing we hear so much about from 
the other side. It was not granted." 

I do not know that any attempt was made 
by them to get a wages board. 

Mr. McCORMACK: That shows your ignor­
ance. 

Mr. SWAYNE: Can the hon. memJ:er 
give me any authenticated case in whiCh 
they tried or attempted to get a ":ages 
board? I have not heard of any. Agam-

" \Vhy was it not granted? Because 
tho Colonial Sugar Refining .. Company 
circularised the millers, advismg them 
to have nothing to do with a wages 
board." 

That is rather too ludicrous. I shall read 
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an advertisement presently emanating from 
the hon. member's own organisation which 
entirely disproves that statement-

" For years we found no wages board 
was gran\ed to those men. As the men 
could not get any redress that way, they 
for,nf'd one union which could fight for 
th"'""' and did fight for them, and the 
Secrntary for Worli:s, as soon as he found 
out then' was a possibility of a union 
being formed to fight against the mil­
lers-at the last moment he granted a 
wagef board to one section of the indus­
try, and not at the request of the em­
ployees either. On eYery other occa­
sion the employees had requested the 
Minister for a wages board, but on this 
occasion the employers made the re· 
quest, and it was immediately granted. 
That wages board was appointed for the 
Mackay district. It would have no juris­
diction except in the Mackay district, 
and could not possibly deal with the 
whole of the Queensland sugar industry." 

That is not correct, because throughout the 
whole !f,ngth and breadth of the sugar district 
the employers exprec;sed their willingness to 
abide by any award made by the Mackay 
bo,ard-

" A snecial board was asked for in this 
House ~to deal with the industry. The 
men did no,t want to strike." 

The men did not want to strike, but they 
were compelled to strike-

" They were prepared to go before a 
properly constituted court, but what did 
we find 1 A wages board for the .Ylackay 
district, and a man who had been audi­
tor for the mills appo.inted as chairman 
of the board. A partisan; a man who 
was makins his living out of the class 
who were engaged in this strike." 

I think I may be permitted to say that it is 
cowardly on the part of members to take 
advantage of their privileg"' as members of 
this Ho.use to make such n1t.acks on persons 
who have not the opportunity to reply to 
them. 

]I;Ir, :McCoRMACK: I said it outside, and I 
am prer.tred to say it again. 

Mr. -SWAYNE : Only the week before last 
the chairman of that board was unanimously 
chosen by the repr<'o.entatives of both em­
ployers and employees as chairman of the 
board for the carpantery and joinery tradP. 
If his conduct had beun so grossly open to 
cN•.sm:e as the hon. memb.cr alleges in con­
nection with the sugar industry wages board, 
would the employees' representatives on the 
carpentry and jo.inery trade board have 
joined with the other side to choose him as 
chairman of that board 1 

l\lr. McCoRMACK: He doesn't get his living 
by joinery. 

:\lr. SWAYNE: The mere fact that he was 
appointed unanimously to that position dis­
proves the allegation. The hon. member 
then .referred to the qu0stion of wages, but 
I have not time to traverse the whole of the 
state:nents. whieh I have :riarkt;d in his speech. 
But I nohce that he bnngs m the old gag 
th,-:t "n1en were working in the sugar in­
dustry for 4~d. and 5d. an hour," even men 
employed in the Government mills. I may 
SAY that I have gc;t a list of rates paid in 
the 'mills before and after the wages board 
a ward, and it disclo.ses the fact that the 
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a\ erage wa, e naid in the n1ills before the 
award was n;arly 7d. an hour and found. 'Nhat 
better refutation c&~n be given to such a 
statement as that which I ha,-e quoted? 
\Vhat ran we think of a case which is sup­
port-ed by mi,repreo;entation of that l~ind? 
Of course, if Y'lll take a few exceptronal 
cases, a.nd base your argument on them, you 
may make the L.asc look black, but take an 
impartial view of the mB,tter and look a.t the 
average wage, and you will find that. th<:re 
is no a"'ricultural industry in the world v.ln~h 
pays b';,tter wage' than the sugar industry 
of Queensland. The 'lrcasurer sho.wEJ that 
in th<' mills w,d,,r his control before the 
strike the men were paid at tlw rate of 
time and a quarter for all timr' \vorked over 
0ight hours. But I wish particularly to draw 
attent" on to the cor.! plaint madE' thai. the men 
could not get a wages bc•ard .-.hen they 
wanted one. \Vhen a, wages board ·,ms about 
to be appointed, an adverticement was pub-
1ishr~1 by the sugnr workers' organisation 
advising the men to keep a\r.cty from the 
board. This is the advertisemcd vhi·:h ap­
peared in 'he Daily Jitrc<•,·y, of l\!Iackay-

" Mackay Branch, A.W.A. 
":\Iotion carried o.n March 11th, 1911-
" 'That we, as a branch of thf' Ans­

tr..>lia.n \\Tork0rs' Union, do not recognise 
the ".ages board for the su;:;ar industry 
in any of its branches.' 

"T. W. Ho\VLAND, 

"Branch SecrcLuy, ~\..W.A., J\.1rckay." 

The men had the opportunity o;f being repre­
sented on th·"t board by whomsoever they 
chose to :;ppoint, but they deliberateiy re­
fl'ained from appr•inting representa.tives, in 
order, I suppose, to make out a good ca:m 
for a strike. If theY had been earnest rn 
their expressed desire tD preserve peace, tbey 
would have taken advantage oi that oppor­
tunity and have appointed representatives 
on the board, but they did not do .;o., and it 
ill became them afterwards to make reflec­
tions on the board. Their neglect to ap­
point representatives shows how intent they 
were on bringing about a strike. They 1'f Yer 
co.mmunicated with the farmers n.,l,ing for 
a conference. They say they a>ked for a. 
conference. But they did nothing < f the 
kind. They wrme to the Australian Svgar 
Produc"rs' Assooiation on the subject, and 
that association replied that they co1:sidered 
it a matter for local manag-ement rather 
than one for the a;w,ciation. In that reply 
the men were virtually referred to the 
farmers' •o,rganisations. '\Yhen the general 
secretary of· the Pioneer Farmers' As•0Cia­
tion in Mackay was asked whether hP. had 
received any con1munication requesting a 
conference. he ~aid "No." He said he ICcvor 
heard of it. As a matter o.f fact, they wE're 
simply spoiling to bring this strike on. 

Mr. MAY : You take a bad view of it. 

Mr. SWAYNE: They on1y wanted to 
make political capital out of it.. All throu:;h, 

their demands were me~de in such 
[5.30 p.m.] a way as wac. calcul·.\Pcl to in-

cite the farmers to rc,ist them. 
The resistance did not come from the 
Colonial Sugar Refining Company or the 
queensland Government, but from the farmf'rs 
tnemselves. Can vou wonder at it? For 
instance, here is aii extract from one of t.he­
letters which was received by the secretary 
of the Australian Workers' Union at Mackay. 

Mr. Swayne.] 
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It is dated " Chiilagoe, 6th April 1911," and 
is signed " W. McCormack, gener~l secretary 
Australian \Vorkers' Uni"n"- ' 

"We have laid down the main point 
at issue, and have no.t introduced any 
detail matter into the fighting platform. 
All outsiders will thoroughly understand 
what we are aft.er, and shoU'ld we be 
succ.-:ssful in forcing the employers to a 
conference, we should be then able to 
introduce other matter." 

There was no finality to their demands at 
all. It meant that if we gave them an 
inch they would take an ell. In spite of 
what the han. member for Cairns said the 
other da3·, and in Ppite of all he told this 
House-that they did not get all they wanted 
-it was not due to the Australian Workers' 
Association that they did get as much as 
thEy did. I c.m say that it. was largely owing 
to the Minister for Works and the Free 
Workers' Association. (Opposition laughter.) 

Mr. KIRWAN: Too strong. What next? 

Mr. McCORl\1.\CK: Are you a member of 
the Free Workers' Association? 

Mr. SWAYNE: No. I am a member of 
the Farmers' Association. That is quite 
enough for me. 

Mr. BEr:TRAl\1: They would not have got 
anything if they had not gone on strike. 

Mr. SWAYNE: If anything is said in 
this House about the farmers it is always 
met by sneers and jeers from han. members 
opposite, and :yet the:y tr:y to pose as the 
friends of the farmers. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: That statement is like 
a good many of your statements; it has no 
foundation in fact. 

Mr. SWAYNE: It was the action of the 
Mackay \V ages Board in giving the award 
that virtually settled the sugar strike. It 
will be remembered that last year I asked 
the Minister two questions on the matter of 
the Mackay \'\ages Board, and han. mem­
bers can find them on page. 1729 of Hansard. 
I asked the Minister-

" 1. On whose request was the Mackay 
Sugar Works Wages Board, whose recon­
sidered award formed the basis on which 
the recent strike in the. sugar districts 
was settled, first appointed?" 

He replied-
" 1. Upon the application of the whole 

of the employers engaged in the business 
of sugar manufacture in the Mackay 
district." 

Does that look as if we were averse to the 
formation of a board? 

Mr. McCORMACK: You had got notice that 
there would probably be a strike. 

Mr. SWAYNE: The wages board was 
appointed in November and the strike did 
not take place till June. The han. gentle­
man sa:ys that it was the Australian 
Workers' Union that settled the strike, but 
it was virtually the Mackay \Vages Board. 
This is the second question that I asked the 
Minister-

" 2. At whose request did the Mini,ter 
suggest to the board that they should sit. 
again for the purpose of reconsidering 
their first a ward l'" 

[Mr. Swayne. 

The Minister for Works replied to that-
" 2. The Minister suggested to the 

chairman the advis"Lbility of calling the 
board together; this was done after 9on· 
ference with the chairmhn of the ~uc1doy 
of free >Yorkers and other interested 
parties." 

No one disputed that it was virtua!ly this 
second sitting of the wag<cs board at 1'1ackay 
that settled the dispute; assistc·d, _of course, 
by the conference of which the MmtSter for 
\Yorks was chairman. 

Mr. McCoRliiACK: The Mackaj' Wages 
Board v. as not mentioned in the matter at 
all. 

1\Ir. SWAYNE: I will give the causes 
which led up to the revision of the }V ages 
Board's determination. I recBivcd this tele­
gram at Parliament House in Jul:y of last 
:year-

" Free workers have five hundred 
members and demand recognition. Have 
applied !or revision at wages board de­
termmatwn. Moseley. 

Mr. McCoRMACK : Where are the free 
workers now? 

Mr. SWAYNE: They are fairly strong, 
I am glad to say. 

Mr. McCORiliACK: Where is Moseley? 

Mr. SWAYNE: He was in the House the 
other day, but I have not seen him sin?e· 
It was the second sitting of the board whwh 
virtually settled the strike. Moseley ap­
peared and asked for an eight-hour day at 
the mill. 

Mr. McCoRMACK: That was \\nile the 
strike was on. 

Mr. SWAYNE: That shows that Moseley, 
who is not liked by the political o~ganise~, 
came and gave evidence on behal< of his 
organisation in favour of an eight-hou;r d~y 
in the mill. The settlement of the stnke. IS 
due to the Minister for \Vorks for the actwn 
he took in connection with the holding of 
the conference, and to the free workers for 
asking for a second sitting of th~ wages 
board so that they could reconsider the 
whole position. 

Mr. O'SuLLIVAN: And the unionists, too. 

Mr. SWRYNE: No; they wanted to 
strike Reflections have been made on the 
Gov8l:nment for the action they took in re­
gard to the late Brisbane strike; bu~ from 
what took place during the sugar strike up 
North-I was there at the time-I can say 
that the Government's action in the Brisbl!'ne 
strike was quite justified. If any warnmg 
was necessary as to the lengths to which 
strikers would go unless they were 
checked bv a firm hand, it was given up 
North. Unfortunately, the protective steps 
that were taken in Brisbane were not taken 
up North, and what took pbce there _was 
quite sufficient to justify the precautiOns 
against disorder the Government took. I 
have a diary here simply stating the facts 
and giving the occurrenceR which took place 
during the sugar strike. This foreshadowed 
what was likely to take place in Brisbane. It 
shows conclusively that the Gov<;rnment 
were justified in doing what they did. 

Mr. McCORMACK: Is that the 1Forlcer you 
are quoting from? 

Mr. SWAYNE: No; this is the Austra­
lian Sugar Journal. These are th-; ver­
dicts given in the court, and if there IS any 
mi,Btatement it can easily be refuted. These 
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are statements of fact, and not merely ex­
pressions of opinion. I dare say that the 
newspapers published in the interests of the 
Opposition would give theBe e:tme facts that 
I am now giving. We find that in Cairns 
on the 14th August they wrecked a train. 

Mr. McCom.rACK : That is not true. 
Mr. MAY: \Vas it onP of your free work­

-ers? 

Mr. SW~\YNE: This is an extract from 
a newspaper giving an account of the occur­
rence-

" A few mornings ago, at an early 
hour, DrivGr \Yilliam Francis, of the 
Colonial Sugar Refining Company's 
Hambledon locomotive, when about 
three milec• from the Hambledon junc­
tion, on the Green Hills tramline, found 
that a large log of wood and two blocks 
of firewood had been placed acros9 the 
line a•:d covered with tall bushes so as 
to prevent the obstruction being seen 
until the• train was right on it. He also 
discovered that the points at the june. 
tion of the line with the brickyard 
siding had beiln opened and left as if 
to derail and probably cause a serious 
;cccident to any train passing over tho 
points." 

Mr. KIRWAN: ·wasn't there a red flag on 
it? 

Mr. SWAYNE: Here is another-

" As the outcome of an assault by a 
number of men upon one of the workers 
at Plano Creek, a man was fined £5 for 
obscene language." 

Then, again, we have this-

" Organi8er Martyn, speaking at Moss­
man, declared that the Amalgam.J.ted 
Workers' ~'-ssociation was demanding an 
eight-hour day this season; next year 
they 11·ould be a9king, and getting, a 
six-hour day." 

Is that .·•ort of statement likely to bring 
about industrial peace ? It means that if 
you give way to what they ask for, then 
next year you will be confronted with 
another demand. 

Mr. MAY: Naturally. 

Mr. SWAYNE: Will the han. member 
disown a man who says that when they get 
an eight-hour day they will want a six-hour 
.da.y? Then again-

" July 24.-SeYeral inst•ances o.f violence 
r, ported in the Bundaberg district. 

"Julv 25.-Train with free labourers 
uttecke.d at H ux!ey, Childers district; 
fireman struck, and glass on train broken 
with stone·.,, Maryborough mill closed 
down. Four strikers at C.:cirns fined for 
endeavouring stop vehicle containing a 
numb.· r of free woxken. 

"July 28.- . . . The State 1Iinister 
for \Vorb has \ln·itt-•n to th'> chairmftn of 
the Mackay \Yeses Board, suggesting that 
the board should be called together to 
obtain any fresh information that ma.y 
have a bearing on the strike. 

"July 30-[At Bunda berg]. Several 
hundreds o.f strikers had af'~•Jmbled 
at th" railway station to meet visiting 
mGmbers Ferricks and Allen. On" of 
their number, accused of taking pRrt m 
the disturbance at Childers Mill, was 
arrested by the police, and his comrades 

endeavoured tc effect a rescue. Stones 
were thrown, and one of the police re­
ceived a nasly cut on the head." 

And so on. Th<>re is the spirit. And r::<.•W in 
face of that sort of thing-" hen we "ven have 
threats from a membt>r of Parliament and 
cxpresf3ions "f regret that men were not 
"brained," can it be contended that the 
Governn1ent '~ere not justified in doing ~,hat 
they did in Brisbane? 

Mr. l\IAY: Extreme measures were not 
required. 

?'fr. SWAYNE: Not required when .you 
talk of brainin,- men? I think there was 
ample j1lstification for whatever ,:<:ps '""'re 
taken here. With regard to the military, 
judginci' by what. had taken pJ,ac:2 in the 
North, I hold that the Premier was amply 
justified in aski1g for t.he military at the 
hands ef the Prime Minister of Australia. 

'1\Ir. KIRWAN: He said aften·ards he did 
not <';ant them. 

:".ir. S\VAY.NE: At the s.1mo time, I am 
Yerv pleased they were not sc nt, because the 
rdusal o£ the Prime Minister affordrd such 
a splendid oppo.rtunity of showing th.:ct the 
people round Brisbane werl' behind the Gov­
ernment in the matter. Had tiP military 
been granted, those special constables would 
never have been called out, and they would 
not have had the opportunity of making the 
resr·onsc they did, and the fact th·.t ,,o many 
of them were ,, a::-e-e;mlers .>hows that the 
Premier had the m•opk of Brisl an·· behind 
him. For that reason alone I am 1dad that 
thro request of the Premier wa; refused. It 
also gives us the opportunity of showing, if 
the referendum over co1nes alolL' again, that 
WG arc quite capable of managing our o.wn 
"'ffairs without any assistance fwrn the Com· 
I:~onwealth Government. 

GOVERN~IE:"f'I" ME~!BERS: H<>ar, hf ,. r ! 

::\Lr. S\VAYNE: Coming bac1< to violence 
in the North durin~- the su,ea.r strike, we felt 
in the North l'ather •·me that ume steps 
were not taken th•-re to. protect u.s such as 
were afterwards taken in Brioh:m0. I sup­
pose, hO":-Ir:::-vz..:r, th,'~t. being :-o far :nray. the 
fach were not w plainly brou ht under the 
notice' of the authorities. Here are more ex· 
tracts from the dia.ry of the sugar strike-

" Au9,'w·t 1.-Rcnew··d disturbances 
Isis di>.crict; firearms much in evidence; 
free labourers forcibly removed from 
farn1s. :;\Ian fined at J3undahTg for 
forcibly detaining cab on t:1 • rN1d to 
Quanba. 

"August 3.-Bingera a!ld other Bunda· 
bGrg mills dcing good work. Seventeen 
men arre,ted for riot at f'hi!d0rs mill; 
eleven sentenced to three months' im­
prisonment each." 

And so on. There are many other cases 
which are not quoted here. One came under 
my own notice of an old man working on 
one of the Pleystowe cane fields who was 
severely knocked about. He and four others 
were cutting cane at what they considered 
a good price, and they did not see why, at 
the behest of politicians, they should be pre­
vented from earning a living. They were 
complying with the law of the land, and 
they decided to carry on their work, and this 
old man was knocked about most severely 
with sticks of sugarcane, and for some time 
his condition was a matter of solicitude to 
his friend~. Of course you ask why he did 

...l.lr. Swayne.] 
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not prosecute. He was asked to prosecute, 
but these organisations had managed to stir 
up such a fear that it was almost useless 
endeavouring to get men to prosecute. For­
tunately some men had the pluck to stand 
up against them and give evidence, and, as 
I have shown, there were quite a number 
of convictions recorded during the strike. 
The point is that there was so much violence 
manifested during that strike as amply to 
justify the Government in doing what they 
did in Brisbane. I do not feel disposed to 
close my remarks without paying a tribute 
to the farmers "ho stuck to their work so 
manfully on that occn.sion, especially in view 
of the " big guns" who came into the field 
against them. We had Mr. Hughes, the 
Federal Attorney-General, telling us that, 
unless we gave wa:; to the demands of the 
workers, the protection upon which the sugar 
industry of Queensland depends for its exis-· 
tence would be withd1·awn. We bad Mr. 
Bamford telling us that, if we did not yield 
every point, we should have sugar mills 
established in Now Guinea. The stand taken 
on the other side is that, the moment men 
strike, the employer has to concede every 
demand that they make. If he does not, he 
is an outlaw, his property is to have no 
protection, he is beyond the pale of the 
law, and the Government have the right to 
step in and compel him to accede to the 
demands of the men. Under such conditions 
it is obvious that the prosecution of any in­
dustry by individuals would be impossible. 
Of course I quite understand that hon. mem­
bers opposite are perfectly consistent. It is 
part of their policy for the nationalisation 
of the means of p~oduction, exchange, and 
distribution. I must say that I admired the 
good tempered, mild way in which the hon. 
member for Cairns put his case here. The 
hon. member is-I hope he will take it 
figurative!)-" as mild a maml'ered pirate as 
ever scuttled ship or cut a throat." I 
thought of that vchen the hon. member was 
making his spewh, and when he disavowed 
any connection with syndicalism my thoughts 
flew back to the objective of the association 
of which he was secretary-the nationalisa­
tion of all the means of production, ex­
change, and distribution. I do not interrupt 
other hon. members when they are speak­
ing, or I would have felt inclined to ask 
him how he proposes to bring about that 
objective. Does he propose .to compensate 
the people who invest in an industry the 
~avings of a lifetime, or does he propose 
to annex their property, and to render their 
existence impossible by strikes or by adverse 
legislation? I should like to pm:sue this 
topic further, simply because it has been 
dragged into . this Parliament again. I 
thought it was finally closed down in the 
last Parliament, but my time is expiring, 
and many quesfions I should have liked to 
touch on I must leave for another oppor­
tunity. I cannot but feel a'!lmed when I 
hear hon. members on the other side spe;;k­
ing about their friendship to the fc-r"crs, 
and when I hear them urging their being 
compulsorib' brought within the sc~pe of tho 
Commomw.,lth Conciliation and Arbitratic·n 
Act. Arc we to take that as a sa·nple of 
their friendship? We have heard thuf Act 
praised already to-day, but I notice that hon. 
members who arc so loud in their praice of 
the Act quite ignore that section which imposes 
a penalty of £1,000 upon any body which 
takes part in a strike or lockout. Yet we 
had the spectacle of the Federal Attorney-

[.Mr. Swayne. 

General who is charged with the administra­
tion of 'the Act, taking part in the _sugar 
strike. Before I sit down, I should hke to· 
point out that by our inclusion within the 
scope of the Act we are in this position, that 
we have either to submit to the most es:or· 
bitant demands-demands that we know will 
render the carrying on of our industry im­
possible-or we shall have to defend most 
expensive actions in a court manJ: hundreds 
of miles away. \Ve know what 1t cost the 
Pastoralists' Association and the Shearers' 
Union: I think it was £18,000 on the one 
side and £4 000 on the other. Now, the 
far~er is exposed to such a risk as that 
through his inclusion in that Act. Up to 
1910 he was outside its jurisdiction, and he 
was brought in without his ':equest. When 
an election comes round agam, I hope the 
farmers will remember that their inclusion 
in the Arbitration and Conciliation Court 
is one of the reasons why they should \'de 
against hon. members on the other side. 

Mr WELSBY (Merthyr): In acco.rdance 
with ·a time-honoured practice, I believe it is 
customn,ry on the part of every speaker on 
such a debate '" this to give hearty congratu­
iation~ to the new members who prc;posed 
:md s>·conded the motion for the adoptwn of 
the "\ddrcf' in Reply. To-night I give my 
quota of admiration to ii·wse hon. members 
who performed that task; but I go further 
than that; I offer my hearty congratula~i':ms 
to those new members on -the Opposition 
benches who have spoken so far. I have .a 
dim recollP"~tio:-, while a . member , of th1s 
House last ,ession of hearmg the etoquence 
di.cpLyed by c8'rtain members on the other 
side, ~,nd I have to regret the loss of FDme of 
thos~ meHbers, c:pccially th~ late ~on. !!'em­
ber for Gympie, who, havml? failed Igno­
miniouslv in the Strate election, has been 
r,:ised t; a i.igh position in the Northern 
Territory. . 

:!\lr. BoWMAN: And wr'll fitted for it. (Go­
vcrmnent laught~r.) 

i\rr. WELSBY: I w ,s under the impression 
that thro person receiving high appointment 
should be a man of high qualifications, of 
long experience, and of good business 
ability. . 

i\Ir. :\fAY: He has long expenenc0. 
]l,lr. WELSBY: But when I last saw our 

friend I shook hands with him with the 
most hearty feeling of sorrow that he w~ 
going away North from the scene of h11 
victorit"3 and from us. 

~,rr. O'SuLLIVAN: He is a good pioneer. 
11r. WELSBY: Unfortunately, TflY con­

stituencv is not one where you might use 
the par1sh pump, as it is c:.lled. _The _ho:'-· 
member for :Fortitude Valley, I beheve, IS m 
the same position as I am my.self in that 
respect. If we had grievances, .if we wanted 
wharves or railways built by the Govern­
ment I believe we could talk in this House 
night afh-' night, n,nd, in d:ue com-:,,., get by 
agit,,tion all that we reqmred. (Laughter.) 
But. unfortunately, the hon. member and 
mys~lf talk on. general subjects, .on . general 
t·mics; I ,.,m hke him, and he 1s hke me. 
(fi,.,mewefl laughter.) I believe that in the 
whole of QuE'ensland t.het·e is no name more 
honoured and revered than that of the leader 
of the Opposition, and I LJieve in his nPigh-
1 our r6t'•-1iving the same reverence as he has. 
(Laughter.) Unfortunately, I de; not hope to 
predict ~he .same fate for him that has 
followed ·the leaders of his party time after 
time. I am just afraid that there is a little 
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intrigue going on in the ranks, and that some 
-day David Bowman will not be in the same 
position that he occupies at the present time. 

An OPPOSITION :-.1 EMBEB: That is quite 
true. 

lvir. WELSBY: He will have my sympathy. 
I think that with all the dcoire to criticise the 
present Government which he and the hon. 
memLer for Barcoo also had, when he made his 
speech on the various anticipated clauses of 
the Industrial PeaPe Bill-and knowing 
nothing at all a! out it~-that in any difficulL:.· 
he will not be Jgft in the lurch. I was ex­
ceedingly pleased to hear the other night the 
manly, straightfor,, ard, and intelligent 
speech of the ho:1. member for JY1ount 
Morgan. One could not but be struck with 
the c-1metery-like cr•iet that prevailed on the 
Oppc,ition benches when the hon. m._ mLer 
spoke. I ""' <>xce• dingly sorry, whc:l the 
hon. member spoke, to S•ee the kadcr uf the 
Oppositim1 rc :~u:: frm:n hi~ st- .u. 

3lr. BowMAN: Oi1 Lusiness. 

J.Ir. \VELSB\. : He if .. ft the I--Iousc very 
quietly indeed, but during the time of his 
absence a dc-,Jthly silence prevailed that to. 
m~~ \Yas 1nosu painful in every ret'.pect. I say 
th:tt the scathing remarks made by the han. 
munf-0r for _;l,o"mt Morgan were moot 
de.-en-edly n·•-· ivcd and most deservedly 
given. He knew too much of t_L,e inner work­
ings of the Labour party and the T1:ades 
HalL During that silence they remained 
in fear of what t!le h--m. member was going 
to '"Y· The caucus mee-ting which th.-,y had 
between 6 and 7 o'clock pmved conclusively 
that the hon. mem' "r for Mount Morgan had 
co.ne to his --ensc", and wccs sitting on the 
proper side of the Haase. (Laughter.) I 
have also to congratulate the Labour Opposi­
tion on the w.ccession to their ranks of an 
eminent junior member of finance. I am 
pleas,,d indeeJ to know th21t the hon. mem­
ber for P addington some time ma3· become, 
if he goes on, the Chancellor of the Ex­
chequer in t.he old country-(laughter)­
judging from the remarks he passed re­
garding our wor~hy TreasurE-r, and the 
knmdedge he had of the loan going forward 
in the old country, in which the Hon. Robert 
Philo was having a good say; and no n1a.u in 
our ~Parlifl'neut lor years I-dSt has known as 
much of fiwcnce a' that gentleman. But 
when the hon. member for Paddington in 
the height of his eloquence told the Trea­
aur•-: C1e value of £100 at 96, or £100 at 92~, 
I felt exceedingly sorry for him. ·when he 
spoh of the £1,000,000 io.-.n, the £14,000,000 
lo:•n, and about making provision for the 
redemption of debts as they fell due, I felt 
that with all his cc-unting-house knowledge 
h<.' had _,ot a mighty lot to learn. When I 
heard thnse rem.irks of tho hon. member for 
Paddington, and the way he twitted tlie hon. 
member for Murrumb •, I feL I would like 
to be in the House to hoar the scathing re­
marks which would L',lme from the hon. 
member for Murrumba. I heard t.he leader 
of the Oppc"ition speak on this debate; I 
never had t~w pleasure of hearing him speak 
in the House before, although I had heard 
him sp' d~ public n1eotings, ~n1d I nnlSt 
say that I mwer heard in this House a 
we,:ker ope• ch than that of the han. mem­
ber. Wh0n he ,.:·ot on to the strike he knew 
that, to a very large ext.cnt, he was on 
dangerous ground, and in ten minutes' time 
the question of abattoirs suddenly cropped 
up, and the hon. member then spoke about 
-abattoirs and about bad and good meat. I 

really think that when he spoke that eveJ:?-ing 
his heart was not in his cause. He m1ght 
not have been in the bc:st of health, but 
during the time he was holding forth he 
knew he was on dangerous ground, and on 
the first opp<Jrtunity dodged the t,Jestion at 
issue. 

Mr. BOWMAN: You give us the issuo. 

Mr. WELSBY: When I come to the 
ouestion of the :.trike, I think the same 
r~marks I make now apply abo to his late 
colleague, Mr. McLachlan. These two gen­
tlemPn left the Trades Hall, and came down 
Queen street. They came down witl: _sol­
emnity fit for a night owl. In my opmwn, 
that pr;o< c:c.·<icn should hnv~ beer_< 1~~ ,~Y1 :; 

band p' tym ;- the Dead 1\farch Ill :So,~•· 
Thev walbod down Oueen stn:>et, knowmg 
in their own mind that they were in the 
wrong, t<nd the silent~ that prevaikd told 
Ill~'> tnat in th,•ir heart the:· thought: they 
w-•re not in the right path to nctory. 
(Laughter.) In accordc•n- e with time-hon­
oured custom, it is mcved bs a n~w n!E·mber 

on the Government srde and w­
[7 p.m.] oonded by enother ne;v member 

on the sa1110 s1de; a tter w h1ch 
members on both side-:; of the House take 
part in a d0bate, exten_ding over three or 
four \Vt='eks. In rny bus1ne::-s cartv:~r I hav•: 
aL1l,-aY'J hf'"~rd that "hnwit'Y is the soul_ ~t 
busine<:J.s," as \Yell as of 1rit.; and I th1nk 
it would be a ['OOd thing when our Stand­
ing Orders are altered not to allow all mem­
bers on both sid< s to speak on tlw Addrc----~ 
in Reply, but to ehoose the mover ana 
seconder, the Chief SPcrehry and the le~Jer 
of the Oppm•ition, and a few other men::wrs 
to debate the que: tion. 

~~Ir. THEODOHE: \Vho i;, to cham<'? 

:\Ir. WELSBY: It could easily be done 
bv the Chief Secretary and the 1•• tder of 
the Opposition. If what I suggest were 
done, we could get to work much soon<>r 
in the session, and it would be all the 
better for our cC>n•-tituents. Just before we 
adjourned for te". I_ was abot:t to ';lse !he 
term "holy dav" m connectwn wrth the 
strike; and I cay that when ~embeT:o of 
certain unions were gathered ta'gcther C~nd 
their claim' were advocated b:v certain mem­
bers of Parliament on a holy da~', it show• 
that thev had an excePdingly weak c- 1use. 

Mr. BOW>fA'!'<: Better than going down 
the bay fishing. 

Mr. WELSBY: That is my recreation, 
just "" some men go out in their motor­
cars or bu,!lgiec. \Vhat was thG hon. men;-­
ber for 'Warn-.:ro at that time? The presi­
dent o£ the strike committee. I repeat that 
when men gather together in t~at "'''-Y O!' 
a Sunday they have an cxc- edmg·l, w0al< 
cause. 

::Ylr. BOW:IcAN: "The b:'tter the d: y the 
bett•3T the de-'d." 

Mr. WELSBY: There \\::re forte -three 
unions accounted for at the gathering on 
that SandaY · and I have been told that 
out of the f-~rtv-threc delegc.teJ thor' W<'te 
twent-y-three to' twenty-one. 

~tfr. BOWMAN~ You ;;Arc 'vrong. 
Mr. KIRWAN : Absolutely wrong. 
Mr. WELSBY: Well, I will take the hon. 

member's word. 
Mr. RYAN: TwentY-three and twenty-one 

make forty-four. • 

t.f r. lV elsby.] 
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Mr. WELSBY: Well, twenty-two to 
twenty-one. What I have b~tm told is that 
if the voting had been by ballot there would 
h~YG boe~I ?O general strike; and I am con-. 
vmced o, It. 

M1:. BoWMAN: How do you know? 

='>1r. \VELSBY: Men I know who took 
part in it have inforwed mo. I know it in 
t~<; same man~wr a' members of the Oppo­
bitwn gather mformation from our side of 
thn House. I am in touch with the working 
men of Brisbane quite as well as member,; 
on tho other side, not in their hoocne life 
but in their businc·'s life. I can give a cae.~ 
in point whc>rc a rnan vvent out o~1 strike 
and d,i~ not _dare to go back to wod< though 
I got l1lli a JOb. At the Que·Jnoland Brewery 
our men were called out, and they had ~o 
go out. One J:Ian came to me and asked 
for a job, and I got him a job, but I 
fom.d th ' follov,·ing mu·ning he was miss­
ing. I 'va.• t,lephonoct' kr and! I went 
to his resi-ie1c .:e, but he wa~ not at home. 
The Y.ife anJ seven childrBn were there 
f.tan·ing, ·-.,·hi;e the hueband, with a job at 
£3 a week, had gone down the river 
fishing, because he was called a scab the 
day he '~ <·'lt baek to honc,,t "ork. After 
that, c n you '.\"onder that men do not 
re~urn to work 9 Even in the schools the 
ch1ldron of men '·' ho returned to work were 
called scabs bv the children of Ircn who 
were on strike. The word " suab " is a 
word I d,) not like. 

Mr. L0'',''\IA:\: The Chief Secretary used 
it. 

}lr. WELSBY: I am not here to defend 
the Chid Secretary. I would like the word 
". P~ab" !aken_frm;, the vocabulary of both 
SiclcP. 1\ lwn tne trouble of war is on before 
you can get the best soldiers you have to 
get th" _h·-~t le~dcrs;r , In the history of 
Groat Bntmn, tulw \1 oJhw<ton and Nelson 
for instance; and in Franc7, take Napoleon: 
In the Tradee Hall strike committee there 
were two g-lorious leader< who failed to 
fight after five weeks' deliberation. In the 
da;, of Queen ..t\nne there ·was a fan1ous 
geJ;·cn:l who bPc:•m_l' J?ukc of l\Iarlborough. 
That 1~ thG name l g1ve to tho hon. mem­
~cr for \Varrego. He had an excellent 
h0uten.'lDt-a man not in Parliament-who 
was knocked out of the Labour plebiscite at 
1\T o.oHnongabba--

Mr. Bmn!AN: That is not true. 
:<.!r. KIRWAN: He withdrew. 

:'<.h. IVELSBY: He "as knocked ou1. at 
P_addingto~; and that man was Mr. J o~eph 
Silwr C·~llmg The Duke of Marlborough, 
as I designate the hon. member for \Var­
rego, had for his lieutenant a Han called 
Bill .\.d: •ns. (Governnwnt laughter.) The 
hon .. member for Barcoo, in his speech, was 
tall~~1L\,' .alJou~ c~~tain n1atters regarding the 
a_rbLra~on case :n Me!bo'!-rne; and he men· 
~:on'd ""I;·· J ust1ce H1g!};'ns. I called out, 

A .mo' partml man. I reverence any 
man m a high position; and I am not here 
!o dec:y m· bri~g down the name of any 
Judp:_e 11_1 Anstraha; but I sa~- he is a most 
pa_rtlal Judge. Th•' hon. member for Barcoo 
sa!Cl he was nothing of the kind, and that 
he had no Lahour tendencies whatever. 

Mr. RYAN : I did not say that. 

J\~r. BEI:l'RAY: The fairest man in Aus­
tralia. 

Mr. WELSBY: If the hon. membnr for 
Barcoo will turn to page 122 of " Pugh's 

[Mr. Welsby. 

Almanac " for 1912 he will find that the 
Watson Ministry la;tcd from the 27th April, 
1904, to the 17th August of the same year; 
and he had in the Cabinet as Attorney­
General Mr. Higgins. The ;c.ame Mr. 
Watson who appoi;].ted Mr. Justice Higgins 
could not have his O'··n way bcc,mse Mr. 
Higgins wJ,s doing exceedingly well at the 
ba~. And he prevail~d upon the whole of 
the members of the J'.rinistry to hold their 
Cabinet meetings at night so that he might 
make money at the bar during the day. If 
that doe~ not 'how that he had Labour ten­
dsncies, I do not know what it does show. 
If a man like Air. Justice Higgins had no 
Locour tendencies, how could: he hav.e h~d 
power to work JYlr. \Yat'un as Premier 1n 
a Labour Governm-ent? 

::Ylr. BOWMAN : "Who put him there? 

::\>Jr. WELSBY: There is one thing in 
connection with the hon. gentleman who re­
presents Hrislune in the F,-,d, ral House of 
Repr<''''nbtives, Mr. Finb.) son, ,~hat I should 
lik<e to mention. Mr. Finla1 son, in the heat 
of the argument which he addressed to the 
public during the strike, said many thiJ!gS 
for which he was sorry af. erwards. One thmg 
he said was that the badge question was not 
m tho plaint submitted to thB Arbitration 
Court. Afterwards he wrote to th'- Courier 
admitting that he was wrong in making 
that statem, nt. But later on, when he WBnt 
to AlelbournB, h,, om c· more denied that the 
badge qm··,tion was iu the plaint, and he 
said he had seen the plaint. 

~.lr. THEODOltJ£: He did not deny it. 

1,lr. WELSBY: He denied that his state­
ment was true in a letter he wrotB to the 
Bri.cbane Courir r. Another thing he said: 
in th" ardour of his argument was that at 
the next election Dave Bowman would be 
Premier of Queensland, and that he was 
then Premier by right if not in fact. I 
should like, to see Dave Bowman Premier of 
this State, but he will have to wait for 
thre" ;;ears. 

:Mr. RYAN: That is an admission. 

l\lr. WELSBY: Another 'tatement made 
bv a member of the Labour part.y was that 
the;.- c.c used the closl.ng of the h-otels. N a­
thing of tho kind. 

Mr. Bow~!AX: Who did? 

~,lr. WELSBY: I will tell :you. The very 
first afternoon I came into this House with 
mv hand on the arm of the hon. member for 
:'.(xyLoroLw;h---when I came," as I though~,, 
arrwhJ' :rren~ cnlcn-th,,-, nan1c Bung, Bung! 
was c,ilkd to me by members opposite. And 
those men say they were th~ cause of 
closing the hotels during the strike. No­
thing- of the kinJ; the closin<r of the hotels 
,,-as hrought about purely and simply by the 
Liccn-,_,d Victuallers' Association. 

The Ho><E SEonETAllY: They r<:quested it. 

Jlvir. \\:ELSBY: Yes; they requested it. 
In the morning ih<ey n nvas•·ed the hotel 
proprietors in the city, and they went to see 
the PremiN in the afternoon, but were told 
that he was at a Cabinet meetin~;. ·when 
the Cabinet meeting was over, Mr. Denis 
O'Connor and another hotelkeeper went and 
saw tho Government, and made a request 
that the hotels should be closed. 

The HoME SECRETARY: Hear, hea.r! Tha.t 
is correct. 

Mr. WELSBY: And I say that one of 
the best things 'which occurred during thtt 
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strike was the closing of the hotcis-(hear, 
hear !-noc alone for the protection of pro­
perty, but because if the class of men who 
"ere out o£ work and had no money in their 
pockets had had 'acoess to the hotels and 
got drink they would have acted like demons. 
Mer:1b0rs ouposite may cLny as they like 
that the closing of the hotels was brought 
about by the Lic<"nsed Vic/mailers' Assoma­
tion of Queensland, but it is a fact never­
thole :J. _\g-ain, \Vh~n 1ir. Finlayson ::;aw 
that after all that had been dot.!e it was 
impossible to keep the ,,:,rike going, what 
did he d<J? He, wrote to the Brisbano news­
papers, sa2 ing th,ct the busines''' men of the 
city ought to intervene and :Jettle th~ dis­
pute. \Vas he not a business man? Vi as he 
not in l:iusinePs ia the Brisbane Markets be­
foro he went down South? Yet" after doing 
all that he could to continue <'he strike be­
twe0n unplnyers an,_-I en11"Jo~, _\f's. he "\vrote in 
that m-mn~r to the papers. \Vhy did not 
he ,,s a bu inc.' mn'l do ~II h.-, po-eibly could 
to setcle tl.c disput.;, ami not try to keep 
the stri:.e coin,cc? -~no·,her mattnr I should 
like to r ofer to is a remark m:.tde by the 
hon. mcrd,--r for \Y arrego. I am not like 
the hate. m••mber for \V arrego or the hon. 
momb 'f for ~siount :Morgan. I have en­
gaged in various garnes, I have pln,~.~ed cards, 
I ha;-e p]r,yed ruchrP, and I haYe played 
poker. (Lnugh'·cr.) I romGmber that when 
the hon. member for \VarrPs;o was hysteri­
cally shouting i-lHr: thD strikers ha<l victory 
all along i..ho linD, hf' said, '' I ha vc two 
jokers in my pack." If I played cards with 
a man who had tv:o joker•, in his pack, out 
hG v.oull bo through the window-(Govern­
mcnt laufhter)-and that is e--cac:tly what 
happen, d to the hon. member for \Varrev,o. 
Aft, r ,,_,ving that they had Yictory all along 
the line; and that he had two jokers in his 
pa,-,k, he was nassed through the window. 
(Hear, lo .~.r !) ·It is an exceeding!? strange 
thing that ··• hen the trouble first started 
neadY ·1'\Ter-.- n1an on 1-lH: opposite side of 
thP Hou_,, \•as in BrieiJUnc helping, aiding, 
and 1 bettin,; the strike. They "ere at the 
Trad0s H 'I!, in the MarkDt SquarP, and at 
Yarious pla~s in tho city, urr-ing the men 
to stand firm, but tow,'"ds the end of the 
strikr• the,,· dwindled away. Even the hon. 
member for Barcoo ntroatr.d. The only 
two men they had then were the Duke of 
1\lnrlborough and Bill Adams of Waterloo. 
(L:mghter.) 

l\lr. BOWliiAN: You know that is not true. 

Mr. IVELSBY: Thr J, Jder of tile Oppo­
sitjJ)n and I, as n1ost rn·'!lilh·~rs knoy.,·, have 
been friendly as neit;hbours at New Farm 
for \.·lany long yoarf", Ho\·voycr much we 
mew h,n·o differed in politic,, out friendship 
has' cm +inuod. One afternoon going hm>lf' I 
met the then hon. member for Bowen, :Mr. 
Ferrieks, and I t-.:dd, •' Fer ricks, old boy, 
where ar you going?'' He replie-l that 
he was going to the raih\ ay station, 
and I drm·e him in mv ub to the station. 
As he wa•, getting out I askod how Mr. 
Bowman was, and whether I could see him 
undf--r pr,Js-ent circumstances. Mr. Ferricks 
said theru y;a~ no harm at all in my seeing 
Mr. Bo·,;man any time I likod. On the 
following morning I weJ•' to Mr. Bowman's 
house, aC~d had tl few hours' conversation 
with him, hi,e wife being present, and dur­
ing th~. whole of that time not a single word 
was spoken about politics. I wtts sorry to 
hear one of the members of the Ministry, in 
speaking of the derelictions of hon. membeJCB 
opposite, mention the leader of the Opposl· 

tion. I can vouch for the cause of the ab­
sence of the hon. member from the strike 
meetings at that time, 11nd I say that if 
Mr. Bowman had taken an active part in 
that strike at that time, as he usually does 
when he is in good health, he wonld not be 
here to-night. At the same time I blame 
him for sittinc· back quietly '1nd not bring­
ing the strike to an end earlier. The two 
most sinccro members of the Labour party 
are the hon. member for Barcoo and the 
hon. m0mbf·r for Maranoa. They are the 
most sincere Labour men on that side of 
the House, and they took a pa~t in the 
strike; even John May was preva1led upon 
to take the chair at one meeting-, but he 
never took it again. 

Mr. ::\IURPHY: Oh, yes; that is not ri.ght. 

Mr. WELSBY: Now I come to the matter 
of special constables. I was a special con­
stable, No. 8 on the list, and I am proud 
of it. (Hear, hear !) I was proU<;l to uphold 
the honour of the Sbte and to assist in pre­
serving law and order. I worked through­
out the whole of the strike-worked harder 
than some people imagine-and I admired 
the boys who came from Beaudesert, and 
rode into to•Yn in order to keep the peace 
in Brisbane. And they kept tho peace. 
(Hear, hear !) If you will pardon _me . for 
using a vulgarism or sporting cxpresswn, 
those boys were looking for scrap. If that 
scrap had taken place then there would have 
been bloodshed. ,\.n hon. gentleman on ~he 
other side ,,aid that the streets were flowmg 
with blood. I would be willing to make a 
wager that all the blood spilled during the 
whole of the strike would not ha;-e filled a 
teacnp. 

l\Ir. BowMAN: It would have filled one 
of your barrels. (Laughter.) 

Mr. WELSBY: I would like t-o say a word 
or two in praise of the spDcial cor. ,1tab~os '" ho 
have been treated with disr<''pect by mem­
bers on the other side of the House, bat who 
came forw~rd and assisted in nHlintaining 
order right through the strike. If hon. meJ;>­
bers had seen all the speciac:l li,wd up m 
the Market Square on the day that there 
was going to be another procession then th:y 
would have seen bankers, solicitors, barns­
ters, and commercial men, and I am sure that 
they would not have applied the names to 
thorn that they subsequently did. On one 
occasion the hon. member for Bowcn, .i'.1r. 
Ferricks, made use of certain words r< r{ard, 
ing tho special constables, and he c:tl!ed them 
bludgers. One day when Mr. Ferncks was 
walking up Queen street, JUSt JS he got 
opposit") the Bank of New South Wales, he 
'""s ctopr cl by a special constalclo and asked 
if he made use of that expre·"sion, but the 
man ran a way. Here was an actual cr.'' 
where J\ilr. Ferrioks the late member for 
Bo\ven made use ~f a certain expre·;:s:,)n 
and when asked by a special constable if he 
did use it h,,, ran away He darad not use 
the same expression to the man's face. 

Mr. THEODORE: I dare you to use it to Mr. 
Ferricks's face. 

Mr. WELSBY: It was in the public print. 
Mr. THEODORE: It was not m public print 

that he ran away. 

Mr. WELSBY: I am here to speak what 
are my own ideas. One ugly word which 
they used against Mr. Badger was that he 

}lf r. JVelsby.] 
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wa& an "alien." If anyone knows the his­
tory of America he will know that the 
original white population of America came 
from Great Britain. They went there in the 
days long before the American revolution. 
We have read of the Pilgrim Fathers sailing 
in the " Mayflower" from Great Britain and 
settling down in America. TheHl were the 
men who started the white population in 
America, and they are our brothers in every 
respect, So when anyone refers to an Ameri­
can .as an "alien" he is wronging the rause 
of British Iibert;; and justice. America is 
the same as John Bull. With all hi& faults, 
Mr. Badger has done more than any man in 
Brisbane as a commercial business man to 
make Brisbane what it is to-day. 

:iYlr. BowMAN: No man ever tyrannised 
more over human beings than he has. 

Mr. WELSBY: There is another man who 
was connected with that strike whom I desire 
to give credit to. 'He has received enough 
blame on his d1oulders from members op­
posite, but I giye all credit to Major Cahill. 

GOVERX~m:i"T ME: "BEi:F : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. WELSBY: Some few months ago the 
merchants of Brisbane held a meeting at the 
Commercial Travellers' Club and made a pre­
sentation to Major Cahill. I never saw a 
finer gathering of representatives of commer­
cial men than I saw there that day. If he 
was not entitled to his C.M.G.-ship before 
the strike he certainly was after the strike. 

Mr. BOWMAX: It was very cheap, at that 
rate. 

Mr. iVELSBY : Another man who came 
in for enme abuse was M:r. Cumming, the 
Government Printer. I only wish we had 
more men like. Mr. Badger, Major \'"hill, 
and Mr. Cummmg. 

Go\~J::.;.::.~; u.;T 11E.;lBERS: l:Ieat, b ~ 1r ~ 

Mr. WELSBY: It was freauent]y asked 
during the strike " "Where are. For;est and 
Welsby ?" That was used on more than one 
occasion on the public platform. There was 
no open-air concert when Labour members 
~poke, but I was not going on to a platfonn 
m the open air. I would have gone if thev 
had guaranteed to· give me a fair heari,,; 
but _after my experience last ye"r on th/. 
public platform and my experience durino­
the ';'lection, I was not going to go on any 
public platform and have ston<es and other 
things hurled at my head. I would go if it 
was quiet, but I would not go to address a 
lot of rabid rebds. I did not intend to speak 
~:m the st~·ike, but after the speech af 1he 
non. memoer for Mount Morgan I thouP"hi [ 
had bett"r add a few words. I see w~ arc 
to. have a Public Servic,, Superannuation · 
Brll. I am not a Ia wyer or barrister, and I 
do not remember the terms of th<e last Publi:c 
Service Superannuation Act but I think it 
is time that. we had such an' .. \ct in force in 
Queensland to-day. It does not matter 
which branrh of the service wanto it first we 
should bring it into force, and in a 'few 
years' time the Government could look into 
it. and see if it requires any alteration. I 
drd not know that the Industrial Peace Bill 
was coming on so soon, and I shall reserve 
what remarks I have to make on that Bill 
till we get to the Committee stage. I could 
not help thinking when members were speak­
ing on that Bill yesterday that a p:ood many 
of them seemed to know more about what 
was in the Bill than the leader of the Go-

[Mr. Welsby. 

vernment himself. The Premier and his 
Cabinet have a chance of making a name for 
themselves in connection with this Bill. He 
has the opportunity of framing such a Bill 
that it will be copied by other StatH, and 
I hope it will do good to both sides. We 
are to have a District Courts Bill. I sup· 
pose it relates to the taking of the evid:'nce 
in shorthand. I know that shorthand wrrters 
are allowed in the Southern courts. It :ni15ht 
do away with the accumulation of. fees. f~r 
barristers and solicitors, but I thmk 1t IS 
ti;;ce that our law t1"rs were shorten0d hy 
th•"' evidence bein<" taken down in short­
ha~d. A Trade ~nd Commerce Statistics 
Bill is to be introduced. I think this is 
being done at th'cl instigation of the Cham­
ber of Commerce. I am a member of the 
Chamber of Commerce, und I know that that 
question has b~en brought before the Cham­
ber on several occasion"', and we hnd a de­
putation to the Premier on the matter. The 
crux of the Bill ie that it will enable a 
record to be kept of goods exported fr<:>m 
Queensland through the other States of whwh 
no record is kept. at pre,ent. With re~ard 
to Savings Bank~, I am sorry that tl;te Right 
Han. Andrew Fisher should coma mto our 
State and interfere with our Savings B<:nk 
business. I understand that they are gomg 
to pay interest on current aceoun:s in the 
Commonwealth Bank. In Scotland and part 
of England they pay interest on current 
accounts but I do not think th"'Y do it any­
whe~e e!'se. The private banks in Australia 
charge 5s. per half-year for keeping accounts, 
but the Commonwealth Bank is going to pay 
interest on current account~. 

Mr. LENNON: \Vhat makes you thi·1k they 
are going to do that? 

~1r. \VELSBY: It i" spoken of already. 
I would like to sav a few word,J in praise 
of our Agent-Gene-ral, Sir Thomns Robin­
son. I say honestly that he is an exceed­
ingly good Agent-General for Queensla~d. 
I found him a man of sound commerCial 
knowledge, ,nd I beli0ve the leader of the 
Opposition will aLa speak of him in the 
sate .. , terms. He is the right man for ·,he 
position, and I hope that while Mr. Ph1lp 
is in England the:~· will bot.l1 be able 
to do a lot of good for Queensland. I am 
glad that the Government is purhing ahead 
with the drod~ing of the river. I arn pleased 
that the cutting &t Luggage Point and "h<'l 
Pile Light arc bdng atJ;•>n~ed to. . There 
is a va~! amount of sh1pp1ng coming to 
Brisbane compared with what it was ten or 
iiftv: n ycLrs ago, and we have to depend 
on tho d< :•p eoa ships to take away our 
prodnce. With regard to education, I ho~d 
that our tc"'~hen should be recognised m 
the '"'•me way as the poljce.. The police 

~\re entitled to tne rncre.\<:Ad pay 
[7.~0 p.m.] they are to get shortly; and, if 

~';·"=~ borro-w money at 3-:i or 4 per 
cvnt. for reproductive works," if we gave the 

hole of our h'? chers o.n Increase In pay 
propori \ona~a to that which is to be given 
to th0 police, the money would be well 
spent, for no work c0uld be more repr<;>· 
ductivo than that of our tect('hers. Then 
work is to turn out good scholars, and they 
earn their salaries well. Th,cn' are only 
two more topics upon which I wish to touch 
before I "conclude, and one of them is the 
Liauor Bill. I do not know in what re­
spe'cts the Bill wh_ich is to be ~ntroduced 
differs from the Bill of last se,,.wn, but I 
speak with a certain amount of knowledge 
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of the trade, and I have spoken with people 
outside the trade, and the general opinion 
is that if the present Liquor Act were en­
forced a little more strictly it would do 
far more good than the Bill which is to 
be introdu~c,d. Had I my way, I would 
take the whole of tho seventy-t,, o men.bers 
of this House down in the "Lucinda" and 
have a caucus, and I would gen'ly <tad caro. 
fully tie a millstone round the neck of the 
Liquor Bill and drop it to the bottom of 
Moreton l3a::. (L.m~;htr-·r.) I know the 
Oppo:::ition dec:ire to see the nationalisation 
of tho liquor trade ; but, if they kne\v what 
I know regarding tho opinion of corhAin 
men in tho t,rJde, they would cay that the 
prPsent Act, propc dy adrninistered, ·would 
be far bet'"£ than the Bill co"1ing bd<>f•J us. 
I am nut h, rc to J:ivo advice to the C.1binet 
on mlttbrs of fin8.nce, but I would repeat 
thB advice given then1 on a fol'lner occasion 
by the hob mcmb •. r for Murru·nba, and 
tell th :nl to "Go s}v,v." I hoid that 1nen1~ 
bnrw of l'arlia1,.cnt should conduct the busi · 
nNd of the State in precisflly the same 
manner ,..u t.hey r,::mduct their o\vn business. 
'They should ~ar·3full:J.· look ahead and not 
be too "xtra, vagant. I knovv thoro are timep; 
when seasons fail and the endeavours of 
'Minislers are thwarted, but my advice i~ 
to go slo\v about finance. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear l 

Mr. BARBER (Bundr,:ber(f): 'l'his debate 
is now in ib fourth WeAk, and I know thn;" 
the Premier is anxious that it should be 
rlispC> .. 'd of this week. Neverthc•le;.s, I de oir<. 
to rnake a few rf' _n::n~ks about cortain mat~ 
ters. It has been notic<'able during the, 
ili'·f"'lssion that very few me:nbers on the 
other side have addressed the:-nsPhrs very 
olosely to the proposals conbined in the 
Governor's Speech. I presume the reason 
is that the matters tlwro alluded to are ot 
little interest to the House generally, wit\, 
Dne or two "~~8ptions. I refer especiall3 
to the Drainage of Mines Bill and the other 
Bille relating to the same industry; but, if 
rve dir,.,inato them from the Speech, and 
Dne or two others, thr•re seems to be very 
little of interest in the legislation fore­
shadowed in the Speech. Of cour)le, there 
is our old friend, the Police J urisdictio" 
and Sum:.lary Offences Bill, which has been 
in proce.·''' of incubation for the last thnce 
yeare, ttnd is now' a fair-sized infant with 
long curly hair. 

Mr. ~:Jn:PHY: It is to be hoped it stops 
at that stage. 

Mr. BARBER: I am inclined to thin!< it 
will wr et ' ith the sa.11e fate that it has 
m"t wit~1 in the two preceding sessions. 
Fro-n my reading of the BiU of last session, 
I must caEdidly admit that it proposes to 
give to the polirn powe,·s which are alt0-
gether too lar~e. \Vh~:~tever r.1ay be our 
vic,~:s r0rrarding- tho t~ 1:_1,nny w-hich exists 
in f-Jf"ne Eur,)pean countries, r<1Y opinion i5 
that if we p.tss that BiJI, esp<'c-b,lly if the 
Poli('··~ Force is ur 'L:lr the control o:f l\1ajor 
Cahill, tb only com,try to which to attach 
Que<>mle,'.d will be SibHia, ::nd I know 
tho.t re arp sorne m0n1bers on this side 
of the F om;, who would soon find the-n. 
seh e·, :xilad to cold Siherir, Then there 
is the Liquor Bill, to which the hon. mem· 
ber for Merthyr has referred. I was some­
what amused at the pathetic manner in 
which he plec,dcd with the Govc•rnment to 
go slow. The Bill pap;ed this Houf" during 

last session, and when the House adjourned 
last year it was on the understanding that 
we , .. hould meet again shortly after and d.::al 
with the question. . But the . Premi.er 
considered that owmg to the mduatnal 
uphe,,val that t~ok place in BriPbane, wem­
bPrs of the Oppoc.ition ViTre no lo:-;g-er \Vor­

thy of a place in this august A, · .:bly! and 
he distinctly told hi."' sup porte: .1 rld the 
cn•mtr:r generally that he rcfuoed to Sit ar:y 
longer with a body of men who had practw­
ally been traitors to their cou~tr:;:. He 
mc.d<> that the plva for precip';·-L'.:" th; 
g<':1e::..·al ,,lection. 1Iv C<.tn.chd op1n1on ts-, ,..:.na 
\Vas at~;,,,) tiin,~, th<.vt ~th0 hon. ~t~nt:-.:m,l~ ... '.vas 
lookinl" for sorne exc·,l<:_-. I-le crd l1 o~-ner 
n1elnb<rr:: of th~ GoYc rnlTIL'::.lt l...new ·y \Veil 
tha;; thB licr_n·· ,,] irJu?l~,·: :1 n_)t ~__n: __ in the 
lllf1ro~'_Jlifan al'( J .. , but throughout 1,hc- Rtate, 
h,,1.d ~O!l\C'1ed a rurnb :r of 111' tir:t-; and 
hac~ dc ,j~"d to fight tlw

1 
Gov:c rm:. :r_:;, toot~ 

arb .. n:;.d If thcv pn ~ ,-:d t~.l~ LiqUOt Lui, ar.J 
nr~1cticall" to ~.:~1nihilute, at any rr.. ~-,~, t }­

C .. tbinet, if the:"· did not anr;ihilate the wl.,' · 
party sit1ing- cd th8 other 1de. ..:'\:· a r•at1··-.· 
of fr:ct, th,;y threatcnc·d to drown th:" wh?le 
Go' :_rn·..: ... C'nt in s1ur beer, and I cr~I~ Imagine 
that it would have been a very pamful h~e 
to overtake ;;.ny:, ody to b _. drov,·r;_ed 1n 

sour swipes. (Laughter.) 
Mr. O'SULLI+ A~: Imagine the Treasurer. 

llh-. BARBER: The Govc,rnm;•nt there­
fore decided to kok for 'OJme mc.ons of escape 
frorn the il',~ of thf_, licmy,ed victualler:> and 
the brewers and distillers, and they . n:ade 
t-he ge.aeral ::/:rike Illf~ excuse for precipitat­
ing the elections. I may Ec•Y th~t th<' Ltquo.r 
Bill of last vear wa·.; verv dra .,trc to some of 
our friends 'vet it was not suffici:•ntly drastic 
for me. r' 'k,;c ''"' that h;•d. therG beep. a 
referendum ":hen the elochon ,,·as taKmg 
place, I should have l'een found. among the 
more milit.ant t~rnr-eran(·,-' sectron of the 
;';tate in trying to defeat the Bill, be~ause 
it wa. not sufficientlv drastic. The forces 
associated with the LicAnsed Victuallers' Asso­
ciation and the great booz" traffic . would 
havo bean fightinr; tho Bill because rt was 
too drastic. I can imagine that the fate of 
the Bill and the Government generally 
would have been a very sad one. What­
ever alteration or modification mar have 
been made in the features of the Btll that 
is to be introduced this session, I hope, 
at any rate, that the Government a_re ~<!t 
going back at all, and jlave. not !fiOdified It 
in the direction of makmg It easrer for the 
traffic to get more controL 

Mr. LENNOX: You m:ty depend upon it 
they have. 

:\h. BARBER: I am inclined to t~ink; so, 
but I can only oxpre" t]·e hop-:--It IS .a 
socnewhat faint hope. I nm:;t adnnl-;that It 
has not 1r'-:en r .a de in any way casrer for 
the traffic to gain a bi."ger control of the 
interc"l·• of Qaeen land. Before I touch on 
strike matters, I have one or tv:v local 
matters to refer to. 0110 is a rttilway n!Rtter. 
Now, I have listened during the tm::e . I 
have h~cn in th,, I-fou:~=-, and I think tl11s ts 
the twelfth-m;(,y jt 1·;\ hveh-c n1ore, :.1y 1ny 
electors, by tk ,,ay. (L,wghter.) 

Nfr. J\1'-I!PHY: May it h·, tw8lve mo.re, says 
yourseif. (Lauvhter.') 

)fr. BARBER: I have notir ~d th ;t pro­
bably one of the strong<·f•,t featur<B of the 
speeches madP by practicully every member 
on both sides has ber>n that in favour of the 
construction of railways into their districts, 

Mr. Barber.] 
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or into districts in the immediate vicinity 
of their electorate,. Over and over ag1ain, I 
myself-and I may say the hon. member fo;r 
J\lusgra.vc-have placed oofore the House the 
clain,c; of Bundaberg and district for a rail­
way into the Upper Burnett. I do not in­
tend to qu0,le thr' r•<tm:; of figures that I have 
quoted beivre, I do not intend to recapitulate 
all the stat', meuts I have made regarding 
this n1atter during previo.us f''es~ion:s; but 
thue is one thin?!· I wish to point out. In 
looking over tho CommiGsionor for Railw;:rys' 
report up to the eud of June, 1910, I find 
that til,. total expenditure for nilway con­
struction in Quc,n·cland--that is, Uovernm<mt 
railwac ,;-v,·as £25,677,800. Durin:;· ]a.st yur 
-from lr·t July, 1910, to the end of Jun<•, 
1911---thcn· -,, .1s a further sum of £1,610.3U~ 
odd, which made the total expenditure on rail­
way co;u -ruction in l,'neensland £27,288,:04. 
'rhe o1.cy railway that ha' been built in 
the Bun !atwrg distric' since Bundaberg 'Vns 
fuund0 -1 is a line going fro,n1 Bund'aberg to 
=,fount :Ferrv. That \vas built so fi.tr b~:wk 
in the runot. pac,t, or dark ag<><, that there 
are only an infiniksimal number of people in 
Bundabelg- ·,,·to can remember the lin-· being 
opened. There are, of course, some ancient 
ma1;iners, belonging to the old generation, 
who can just remember the opening of tho 
railway. It is true that some years ago the 
line ,., J, extended right through to Bunda­
oorg from 11aryborough, and then from 
Bundaberg on to Rosedale, and finally to 
Rockhampt<m ; 1 <lt the ass,,·,rtien of ~, Iini ;ters 
---the Pro~1jcr, the 1-Ionw Secret1ary, fJnd the 
rdinister for l=tail ', -ays-during their visit to 
the diC<cric, some years ago, and especially of 
the Home Secretary during his frquent vi,,its 
to Bun{~vbPi"·_, Gin Gin, and l\Iount P"rry, 
ha.~~ bo,"J that t hif; Govornrn!_'nt \vould Lee 
that r ,., r, port received its full or pruper 
share of 1· 11 • hint<'rlancl trade, and the people 
in that district have tu: ken the::le gentlemen 
at their wcJ. Thev have b~lievC>d i -, the ,,3 

assertions. As a rnatter of fact, I t~:n 1 the 
la -t ft c 'Ctions have practi-, .Jly lc~e:> fought 
on the question-at any rate, the star fe'ltnre 
of the election has been the W olea to 
Dalgangal Raihvay. The ar.~·un1ont ur··~·d 
bv 1nv "riend the ho.n. tJ.lember for ~Ius­
gi·ave ·-shy the B,mrhborg electors should 
suppDr!: n1y cpronont \V,-;" that if they re­
turned a. fHiprorter o.f the Govcrnrn.ent the 
railway was a Cilrtainty. That was the 
the'M i•J 130~ auc! 1902, an l it ·yas tll<' L,oin 
ar Tin H" -,d c:;:ainst mv r"~Lurn -For Dunda-

< (~ 1 -·ction-~-f:-.a+ if the (~~cc· or3 
: r--+-'rt~c·r1 1~10 t.hcv 'l1J pro­

L~lb1y not g. i: thP rail~.---n"~; hut jf ··: ,:!· ;'e­
tnrn. J rqy (p9rJ .. ~ nt f· '11 tl- raihv·.~- \"';'aS 

ab olu:_· -.'y ;_. 1r0. Tl ·tt- Tas ".: -·7 assertion v:h:i h 
\V~S _:_ \'!€' •. arrl the thr r ~~ini.:"'rS i }<J.Y8 
refc: rP:1 io ('YI"''' , A.:J t1-._\ -~.--:i.ve i11 ia.\O tr 
of the ' i! ay, 

l\f-. C )Y~~~: \Ya not that bribery? 

:\!r. B.\PBER: Xu, t}·pv do not c,•,ll it, 
bribery, I know that· the Speaker wiH con­
sider any remarks I would like to make, 
whicll ... ~ o;~ld f.:"iVe full r-xprcf::.;ion t<) my Yle\V~'. 
as uL: 1.I'lk<.!!.:.entary. 

Mr. COYNE: That i a Ycry C·) rupt prac­
tice, anyhow. 

Mr. BARBER: Of comsc it is, It depends 
on which party you aro supporting in deter­
mining what. is bribery and c,orruption. The 
cost of the ::\'fount Perry line up to the end 
of last year wa' £364,816. If we take what 
we considf'l' a fair 1area from Bundaberg, 30 
miles north and 30 miles south of Bundaberg 

[ilfr. Barber. 

-that is 60 miles-we find the amount ex­
pended on that area of 60 miles is in round 
figures £360,000. Whn1 we add to that _the 
amount expended on the Mount Perry !me, 
i!, sho~':·.=- a total expenditure o~ a~out 
:~·-725.0C'l. Our people have b,·,en (;mng mto 
this m<.tF :•r vc L:!Tcfuil,v. The: have spent 

consi-; -. 1 le sum of money in collecting 
c idence, and :;euuring d .. d:a and s_tatistics, 
to ,,hnw the po&·ibility of that,, !me pay­
iP~- if it wns coiPtructed. They have 
also demo,,,,+rated that in tlh• area to 
which I refer there is practically one­
sixth of the population of Queens!and 
located. \V e claim that if each centre IS to 
have a fair share of expenditure, ae this 
Government have asserted should be the case, 
the one-sixth of the population there are. 
at any rate, entitled to hav':' one-,i::"h of 
the total expenditure on railways <11 Lhe 
State spent there. Instead of that, we are 
a long way short of the one-sixth expendi­
ture in that district. The Home Seen tary 
in 1909 visited Bundaberg, and when sp<·<1k· 
ing in support of my opponent, Mr,- Charles 
Stumm said the Government ''ere m favour 
of the 'consJTuction of this line. But they 
have so often told the people of thot district 
they need noS fear the wolf-you remember 
l!!::Oop's fable-that even their most. loy~,] 
supporters are beginning to lose faith m 
their promises. \V e want Bunda berg and 
d;otrict to get a square dr.1l and _not suffer 
by the encroachment of other d1stncts on our 
preserves. Recently son'c fresh developments 
have taken place in Mount Perry, and I 
sincer::ol0• hope that with the pric_e of copper 
nov., obia.ining the di;,trict w1ll have a 
long run of success. Recently ther.• has also 
been a movement in Bundaberg for the con· 
struction of a line from the l\fount Perry 
line between Goondoon and Gin Gin, viit 
central sugar mill, Walla stati-;m, Go?dnight 
Scrub Kalliwa and connectmg with the 
Gayndah line ~t Dappil. A consid_erable 
amount of interest has been taken m the 
movement by the Bundaberg District R.til­
way League, who engaged a :•urveyor, Mr. 
\VcarnE', to go, tbrouc.h that part of the 
country and furnish a report. I ha "'' the 
report here, but I will not read the whole 
of it· I will mereh 110int out that Mr. 
\Vcar~e ,htes here that there are 76,000 acres 
suitable for cultivation, and tens of th_ou· 
sand; of acres suitable for grazing and da1ry· 
ing. I wich to empha,;ise the fDct that 
Dundabcrg and district have been trea~ed 
verv 5habbilv as far as railway constructiOn 
b ~oncerncd. E·von the hon. .L.ncn1ber for 
Musgraye assured the Bundaberg Distri'?t 
Railway League that they would_ get th'.1r 
railway if they would give thmr support 
to my opponent; but the el~ctors of the dis­
trict considered that their i11terests were safer 
in my hands than in the hands of my op­
ponent. \Vhen the hon. member was called 
upon to give some reason w~y the <;iovern­
ment h11d not carried out then promises, he 
felt in somewhat of a fix. He admitted that 
he had always been opposed to the Port 
Alma Railway; yet owing to the pressure 
brought to bear upon him by the then. Pre· 
mier, Mr. Kidston, he voted for the ra1lway 
on the understanding that the Government 
would see that the railway in his district was 
constructed. That is a miserable position. 
He die! not ooli:eve in the Port Alma Railway; 
a,nd from all accounts that Port Alma busi­
ness will pan out what members on this side 
predicted-a rather miserable affair. 
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION ; 
That is not true. 

MJC. BARBER : I know it has had the 
blessmg of the Governor and the benediction 
of a large number of the people of Rock­
ha'?pton; ~mt if Press reports are to be 
rehed on, iJ; seems that the Rockhampton 
Harbour Board are already engineorr•1g a 
scheme whi.c~ . would practically repudi~Le 
any .respo?sibihty as far as payment in con­
nectiOn with any loss on the Port Alma busi­
ness is concerned. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
Not the slightest intention. 

. Mr. BARBER: I saw an extract purport­
mg to have been taken from a Rockhampton 
paper; and I make the asoortion on the 
5tren15th of what I saw repm·ted there. 
Despite the bad manner in which the Bunda­
be:g district has .been treated in regard to 
railway constructiOn, I hope the claims of 
that Important district will receive some 
little considm:ation from the Minister in 
fut;ue. . Bunda berg is J)ractically the sixth 
staown m the State as far as revenue is 
con~er:"ed; and considering the large amount 
of settlement that has taken place since we 
sent our coloured brother back home- and the 
general pro·perity of the district I think the 
Government ought to give us 'a fair deal 
It is a long t~me since the ~undaberg peopl~ 
asked for an Improvement m connection with 
the s~ation yard; and the year before last a 
certam sum was placed on the Estimates to 
carry out necessary improvements. Last 

year a further sum, sufficient to 
[8 p.m.] cover the whole cost of the work 

was put on the Eotimates. Th~ 
work w!'s started very well, a large body o.f 
men bemg put on, but they have now been 
~t the work for about eight months, and there 
Is no s1,;n of It approaching completion. The 
gang are there for two days or a week or 
t·.; o, c.nd are then taken away altogether 
With the result that it is taking half a gene: 
ration to do a £7,000 .iob. I am sorry the 
?ome Secretary is not present, because I 
JU-,t 1,_-:"nt tD remind him that la5-_ year I 
brought forward a motion in this House 
affirming the desiraoleness of abolishin~ the 
iniquitous toll that the people of the B~nda­
berg district have to p11y to cross the Burnett. 

Mr. COD!E: Shame! 

. J\Ir. BARBER : When the hon. gentleman 
visited Bundaberg during the laot election 
campaign h, was waited upon bv two denu­
tatior~q in 1'( ~ard to this matfcr, and "he 
pruinif\.cl to 'ae that something was clone. I 
~ope th . hon. 

1 
gentleman will not forget 

ohat pre· msc w.m •1 we get to the solid busi­
ness oi thF oc"·sion.· The hon. m<·mber for 
Maryboro~1gh last night put forward very 
strong cl nms or: behalf of the ::y:[aryborough 
foundry, anu nghtly so. I should like to 
say that. we have a thorough up-to-date 
foundry m Bundaberg. Though it is not on 
s,o large a scale as tha~ a.t Maqborough, and 
c,_J, ·.no) go 111 for bu1ldn:q:!" rail·,\ay engines, 
yet It c:m h:mdle. prc!ty ell anything else, 
~rr1 I y-,. th::' 1t \Yill f:'~t. a 1,::.1r sha.ro of 
C.-oyr•rn: 01it ''rrl'k. 

:C.~r. E. B. C. Cor:.::mm: Ilca1>, heJ,r! 

J.'r. BARB:BJR: There is anothm· matter 
that I should like to refer to, a:1d that is 
the steamns provided for the pilot servic0. 
In rc ·,ponse to an interjection or question 
by me as to why better steamer accommo­
dation was not provided for the pilots, the 

Treasurer replied that he was adyised by 
experts that the present steamers were able 
to do all that was required. ..\. few "eeks 
ago \Ye had so1ne Yery ugly '\V\ .'""Lther 011 Jur 
coast, and tho pilots fonr:d it pr;_ cticallv nn· 
pos .ible to gDt out and do thB ",,rk • they 
are r0quired to do. I pointed out in this 
Hou'e last year that oYen the steamer which 
the Government bought was totally inad,'· 
qu;cl;'o for th0 ru1uiremen.'·, of the pikiS. The 
vns· .. eJ, though fairly v.ell found, is absolutely 
unsuitable for that particular '' ork. I no­
ticed in a repor\ of a Pre - intoryicvv vnth 
tho hon. gcmt!ot,lan so"1<l weeks ago that 
rderenc, was made to a r:<se in which a 
pilot Y'..c3 unable to bo:trd " vc,sel, and the 
Treaourer told th·: r: .. nortcr that he had 
given il'structions that'· if the weather w:1s 
too b.lll tho pilots wer,, not to bko the 
risk of oing out. If th;:; hoi!. gcnt1ernan 
knew anything at all aboJt se;\farin;: iife 
and the cia· s of men fr'Ln whi.:;1 pilots 
are ,01 octed, he v. ould knc w that those 
m~n, who an> bred to a hardy lif,, and liYe 
a hardy life, do not knovi what danger or 
risk is when duty calls. They refuse to 
r ·cognise d8,nger, aL,] if you put tho£e men 
•'J1•.ll :ct the h-':~.is 'tlr th~ cxpre"S purpose 
of, brinc-i,J:.: :ships safely. into th~. river, the 
( _,-. Jl.~t niH, h1~ ~:t-:.12 i ~1 ·n;:, the L-vvernr:..Lent 
can do is not to express a sentimental 
c,pmwn .:bout t1leir wo.rk. b;;t to provide 
th,m with a ship that is safe and 'Ahich gives 
them every dc· .. irable C·Jmiort. Who is to 
b:; t :1c ju~·}\·e of the a1nount oi Tis~-:: in this 
bnsirL'-~3? -Th('.::\_" are times when we have 
such h: '1YY W<·ather on our con .t tLtt vPssels 
break dec, ··.. ~uppo•1ing Yl'c ··1 with 500 
or 600 im1nigrants on hoard, or an ordinary 
Inail stoaLlt:r, brcctks do1vnl and the pilots 
take tho ri'k of soing out e~nd something 
hap;>ens, is th0 Tn:a •u·cr to be th·· judge 
a·1 to wheth r lP took um .cc·' mry risk, or 
nGf? r.rhC'~'e "' Juld h1 a fino ho,,l through4 

o·tt Qncc,nsland if anv cli•ctst.r over!r\Ok any 
mail or other st.::unPr bc,1au.Je pilotd were 
not wall cncnwh equi) pPd to go out arl'! 
bring that t_l'-.am:-r in:o port. It is a per· 
fcrt H 2ndal tL.at pilot ! who are .nvay fro ·1 

their In; .. ~ r11P b~st part of i·hcir life, ·c:•d 
v.h.o h~t,_,-. to sulnnit to the hardc:·' conch­
tions i:ol·~r..~:inab1c, should be box• d up in a 
Lind of dog bo•c '?hen on duty. And yr" ~he 
Trensu1or sayR h0 is advis~d by experts 
thc.t +'ct• a~~ommodotiot: i· ··.ufficient! The 
pilotJ Ghould be 10rovided with the kind of 
craft they ne. cl, rc~·ardll'' of c'Cpensc, bo­
ca use so n1uch id inYolYed in thu quc·~tion 
a·· to v-hether they can get out to vcF· l.J 
neodin-:- their as~j.-,:t::nc". I notic-~ anoZ-her 
old fri,.nd in the Governor's Rneech, a Bill 
to am• nd the Elections Act. - It is about 
time that that Act was am<·' dccl in vc•rious 
directions. Prubably I shall have somethi,.g 
more to · ty on this subject \vhen the Esti­
mate' for the Ho,nc Secretary's Department 
come l 'cf.CJre us, 1·u.t I wish to say now that 
during t'w twJnt· years I haYe be~n in the 
Bnndr berg e'···1C·1r'atc. and the EighteE·n 
years I have take!'! an active· part in poli­
tics, th~ I:undabr·>rt: roll has neve".· been in 
such a .cr:--ndalou·! cJndition as it 1VBS at the 
last clontion. I do not know who is respon. 
siblP, but scJres of electors filled in thc·ir 
claims, handed thc·n to police officers, and 
took i' for G"ranted that their names would 
be put on the roll, but when the election 
took place they found that they were not 
enrolled. I wcr:' into the matter as carefullv 
as I could, and found that in the easter;:, 
section of Bundaberg and also the northern 

lrfr. Barber.] 
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section the work of enrolling electors was 
done splendidly, ]<ut that in other parts of 
Bundabcrg, especiaily in conne0tion with 
bo:trdin.P"--houses in the 1nain strert, \Yhorc a 
lar_:e rU:.dbE r oi sugar-\vorkers reside, there 
\Vl 1:3 do.c.· :"s of n1on ·whoc;e name;; \vere not 
on the roll. I hone that some dmstic altera­
tion will be made in our Elections Act. 
Personall1• I think that the he>t Elections 
Act operating in th0 southern hemisphere 
IS tho one in oneration in New Zealand. If 
the Government "ill study the provieions 
of th;"; _, .t, they will find that New Ze;dand 
is hr in a dye nee of anything \\~e have here 
or in auy of the other StJ.tt·s. There is a 
mat::r c'onnectcd ,·ith the Ednce.tion De. 
part aent that I wich to refe-r to, and that 
i• be mJtter of tln cle"ning of the c,ohooh. 
I hope the ~\lini~t0r for Education will tu.ke 
this q~H' .. tt,Jn into .s·:,rious conJideration. 
The is no, d~ubt th.at tho \V?n ""Il who 
c1c'.i!l our S( ~!OO.':l l·'C,:11VG vf'rJ~ Eld,dequ;tte 
payment. TlFWC' is a '"hool attended by a 
larr1e number of girls in Bundaberg, and the 
cl:cancr is paid 12s. 6d. a week for cleaning 
it. Out of this princely sum she has to find 
eig-ht to-·: 2ls and fK.·;.p for washine5· purpose·: 
a,:;-d ten blackboard dusters. She requires 
a new broom practically every three weeks. 
There is n , a.r-t liance such 'as a ftep-!ad::J-<:>r 
for use in cl;•:1ning the windows or sweeping 
the cobwebs off the walls or ceiling, and the 
wom:1n has to stack one table on another to 
do her work. 

:':h. O'SnLLIVA>T: "\Vh. re is th' Minister 
for Educdion? 

~dr. DARl~ER: 1-Io is out ju;.;t now. For 
c!._ :ning the boys' school '.he iady "•ho does 
the cleanin1:; geb 7s. 6d. a ':.f··G!L J do not 
ln.o " "\Vhethcr the girls' t:~..es get dirtier 
than the boys', but she has to provide 
t\.Yo to\Y(,-h and eight bLtt..~:board dust-ers 
for th_ hoy.. There L nQ accon1mo­
dation or ay,pliane!e for cl<".><:tning the 
wirH~ows, and if she ,.,,~nts a step-ladder 
sh has :o borro,.- one. At one of the other 
larg,~ :hools in 1~1e Bu1.daberz district 
th0 r:a_y received for cle.A·.jn c, the £chool is 
£36 a yeaJ'. \\'he" one coL,idcrs the great 
an1ount. of 1,.:ork hich tht'3e "\VOn1en have to 
do, it is evident that they should gfi t: gn·a.ter 
remunc ration tlE•n they do at the pr-esent 
time, espe0i:tlly as they are body of 
·,·;orkLrs -r,·ho :Yre unable to s~•oak for them­
seln~s. ThPre is ver: grf'·it need for iinproY:>­
mcnt in the Ponditions un:lc r whi0h thev 
have to work. The other night th'e 
Hon. the Tr~'·.surcr gav-e a r:2turn sho\v­
in the a 21ount of \\ages p.~id tO men 
wor\ing in the ;.ntral sngar-n1ilL) but he 
avoided giving what th<• members on this 
side wanted and what the House wanted to 

., kno·. , , .. hi._,L \VHS v.'hat wng:., "\Vf·t'C paid to the 
lill.>ourers employed in those mills. It will 
be found from a return tabled some years 
ago th<1t iho labourers in the central mills 
recei .. , somethirw less than 5d. an hour. 

]\fr. HARDAC1RE-: -~~d. an hour. 
Mr. B.\RBER : That s;,.·aks bad for the 

GoYernm~nt [""l an ('lllploy....:,r. The men in 
the mills ,:~serve a Lr greater rate of pay 
than what thPy re'ceive at the present time. 
There is no mention 1nade in the Governor's 
Speech of any incrr·ase being paid to the 
teachers. This party broughc the matt<Jr of 
increased pay to teachers before the House 
last 'ear, as the teachers deserve greater 
recognition of thcir servier>.s than is being 
givf'n at the presf>nt time. They are the 
worst paid class of people in the Govern­
·m"nt service at the present time, and, with 

Ufr. Barber. 

the excuption of Tasmania, there is 1~0 State 
that ~<1ys its teachers such a low, miserable, 
sweating rate of wages as the present Go­
vernment pays our teachers. 

:\1r. BEI1TRAi\1: It applies to the v.hole of 
the public o•'rvice. 

I.:Ir. BARBEH,: There are other matters I 
wish to de, zl with, but I -,_,ill refer to them 
as opnor\ un.ities aris.:'. I 'vish to say a 
word o~ cv. o about the induotrial upheaval that 
took pl:1c0 in Queensland Eornc n1onths ~go, 
bu~ before doing so l have ' few observatwns 
to makt regarding the reEiarks of th·~ _hen. 
mmnbnr for 1\lount 1\J..org::n the other nigh~. 
Th.,n is no doubt th .. t the nci: lll and rendr­
tio~ of the traitor: s cru:d by th~\ ~ hon. 
gentlhnan v;as done remarkably well. 
(Oprusition L•,u;:hkr.) ,\.nd th;; apphcuse 
tha' was (;-iven him by the u-overnment 
generally and tL; ]Je?-cdic~ion ~ro~1?unc.-::d_ on 
hin1 b, thos2 sJttin;:- 1n h1s Jmn1-ed1ate 
vic{nit,-" __ 

-\Ir . ., VVr-:-:~HOLT: You kept very quiet. 

Mr. B.\.RBi:R: When a man. is goin_g to 
hang hirnsdi it is best 10 let him do I~ as 
quietly as poHibJ. . (L,,u,;hter.) There rs a 
lir" i;1 one of Tom Hood's poems-

-- " On!. another unfortunate going to 
his de2.th-" 

That is what I thought the other night 
when the hon. member for Mou~1t -:'v1orgfn 
Y"lS talking of the Tru.dcs Ha,! and Ue 
people. Tho words ''The People." v. •We re­
peated ad nauseam. And yet m' 1910 the 
very argument that tJ:>e hen, member used ~he 
other night was used by him on the motion 
for the adjournment of the House to protest 
ag~,inst t~'~ uc~ion. of the ~ld':.ton Goverr:~ 
ment dippmg their hands wto the pubhc 
Trea'3~n·v to as;·l'·~L 1\:Ir. B_cdger to crush . a 
voung budding m·ion. The hQn. mc-'!'l ''r s':Id 
On Ctat oc(;a·.ion--encl Han." ,rrd \VI:l Yf!rify 
what I ,.ay-that, no dou_b1,_ an drort was 
bein2,· made to c~ush uniOHl.i:iil~-

1 
~\nd tl:..at 

\'< .::ts 1.vh . .:tt ~·. <:d tned a fc·w "' eB1i:S ag~t? 
cru ,, h the unionists oJ ( lneen~ ~an~. This Is 
not a. n--::vv 1::ath.:r. \Ve have seen It [frovnng 
for a con -·id -rable time. It goes fart,h<:r b::tck 
than the 1 .. ar strike o! last y~"1r. '~ ~ have 
l'Ccc•s•,i,,_J that the attitude of thl' uOVMn­
mrt.~, not only in connection w~th the sugar 
strike, but on every other occasion, has been 
in distinct pympathy with the large , em­
ploy'-·r. Ar..l :\ir. Bad:~·cr, who -·e<:meu to 
ru~ ..... Brisl.Ytne and the GovL•nunent _1n J~nu­
,~rv and r J.rt of February last, "\\HS pa::aCIOUS 

en~QU:(h to recognise t\VO year6 ag-J t~:1t the 
actioil the Gov~.·rnm<.:nt then took, .tt1at . of 
assisting- him in preventing the re;;pst_ratwn 
of th<> Tramwav Employc···s' AFsocratr~m of 
f',ri~h:t,"lf', me:-,nf that la.ter on .~·": ~·-~'.·ou~d re­
c-:'iW• th full suppo.rt- ;;.,,c] ba·km~; o, the 
Government. The Cou.··in· SC•Id that tbe 
snnech of the hen. L!Omb.cr for ~Tount Mol'~an 
;;.-;ts the grPat~'>·,t troun0ing that th:; leaders 
0£ this party and the Trade's Hall m·er re­
t .oived. II on. members who have l'ccn hNe 
fc :_· :-.onle \ears listf'ning to the- bon. 
n1e•nte~'· C;'i1(1 pra(tic.lllY Pnticip.::tc1~ "\\'ord 
for w~rd what the lion. member was 
goirg to :~a:v. It v:a;.; the old tvaitors' creed. 
No doubt th-J hon. mf'mber did it very well, 
but ha lackr,i the pompo.ity o.f the last 
traitor who r<·eit.•cl that crdJd in this Ch,,·.:ber 
----I refer to the Hen. \Villia'-'1 Kidsto_n, who 
b<'c ;"me the f;Wiour of the party sittmg op· 
nosite anrl who was at the same time the 
greatest traitor to the party sitting on this 
side. 

OPPOSITION ::Y1EMBERS: Hear, hear 1 
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:'dr. D UtBER: It is a groat combination 
-··Saviour to one party, traitor 1o the 
o1.lwr." Ko doubt the hon. membe>r for 
Mount J\lo,rgan tried the other night to 
spread hin,,;el£ over the Hon. vV. Kidston, 
but, if I am any judge at all, all the ful­
nlinatiuns of the hon. 1.::1e1nber af;ainst this 
party did not matter one iota. It reminded 
rne of t :1e time, loug ago, ''hen I \Vas a little 
bc>y 'Yith long curly hair. I had a t':unday 
School teacher who \vas rather irrev~1r<mt, 
and he told us a story of Noah and the Ark. 
He said that when the animals were 
brought into the Ark two by two two 
elepl1d.nt • went' in, and they were fo,lo,wed 
by ho fleas. (Opposition laughter.) The 
flea, happened to touch the elephant's leg, 
and the elephant turned round and said, 
"Who are you pushing?" lOppo;.;ition 
lauc,htN.) After the tirado of the hon. rr:em­
ber for ~ lount Morgan the other night, 
after all the brooding and prediction that 
he expnd<d, this party can hold its head 
erect, and <'.~n say to the han. member, 
" \Vhn ar<J you pu.-hing ?" (Rene weld Opposi­
tion L:ughter.) It had just as much effect 
on u· as had the flea pushing the elephant. 

},ir. \\'IENHOLT: You did not o:•v ai>v'':i 
the other night. - ' 

:1Ir. BARBER: I say we >are always willing 
to let a man hang himself as quietly 
and decently as possibl<e. We do not 
want to disturb a man who is going to 
his political death; the torture of the 
death is enough for him. After he had 
J'C"eiyecJ the applause of the Governm<!,nt, 
wh:1 rushr'l round and shook hands vrith him, 
a_dd aft0r tho bu1edic~i,)n given by the rr:cJu­
bors on the front Treasury bench, the ho.n. 
men;1Jer looJ~ed up the Couripr to ~ee tL.e 
po;nh he had &Dond. I have no doubt the 
hon. 1nmnLer also sco,red sev€ral "pints''­
(Opposition laughter)-considering the gene­
ral e':odus from the Chamber by the 
worsLipp< ·rs of Bacchus on the other side 
"lwn the hon. ;uomber finished his speech, 
I havr no. doubt that variou:,. "pint~:,." "\r0re 
scored. (Renewed Opposition laughter.) 

The SPEAKER: Order! The han. rr:u'nber 
should couch his remarks in parliamentary 
language. 

:'.Ir. 13.\RBER: Very well, ::\Ir. Spec iwr, I 
shall leave the hon. member to his fote. I 
said a f<ew minutes ago that the han. lllE•m­
ber said that probably if we read his speech 
of 1')10 v;e would learn more about unionism 
than ever we knt-,W before. The han. :rrE·m­
ber seems to have mi,,sed the fund.1montal 
prin~ipl ~ of unionisn1 1'/hich binds the v:or kors 
together. The han. member and other hem. 
members v ho have spoken this session have 
s:tid thr y do, not understand ·why these men 
went out on strike. Tho·e is something 
more in unionisrn than c:ven an incn:~ase in 
\. ""'' ; o1· a rc-:luction in hours. There is that 
spirit that binds men one to another. The 
nnioui<ts of Bri'Jbane reco,gnised that Mr. 
Badger was trying to crush that spirit in 
,Jan,·'l.ry bst. It wa.c; that that brought them 
t0gether, and it was that that took the 
thousands of people in Brisbane up and down 
the s•reets in procession. I can quite under­
stand whv hon. members opposite did not 
un,lers'~nd why those men went out. It is be­
ca'' _, ~·lwv Rre not in touch 1\·ith the workers. 
Th, -:-T c:,.tiill to represent the worker, but they 
lun 0 never gras!'ed the nrinciple th.,t binds 
the "·01·kers i r,gether. It .,"a' when Mr 
Bnch;er and the Employers' Federation at­
tempted to crush and brea.k the true spirit 

oJ con1ra.deship tlLti the forty-~hree UJ 1ions 
in Brisbane said, "\Ve are gorng to stand 
firmly by these men through ~hick and _thin," 
aud, althou~h capit,al has clanL,ed a vrctory, 
although it has claimed to h,:,ve broken up 
that unionistic spirit that exiskd in Bris­
ba::~e, t~1o u11ionisb went back to work 4,000 
stronger tha.n the:y can1e Qut. I say that in­
stead of loss there h,ts been considerable gain. 
Never was there a strike .Yet that wa; lost. 
\V e recognise in thP time of stress and trouble 

where our real friends are. 
[8.30 p.m.] The hon. memh'r says the 

workers are learning. They are 
learning; they le-arnt a lesson during th'l 
strike. They saw thnt right from His Ex­
cellency down they practically had the whole 
of society against them. They saw arrayed 
on one side all that goes to make up the 
whole of the prc;ent boasted civilisation of 
society ; they saw enrolled in the ranks 

a: ainst tl,un the whole of organised Cd-pital. 
I referr<cd to one last night-c-the I:mphycrs' 
Federation, wh<m I said that the m(m knew 
where the money was coming from. I said 
lnmdreds of tho,usands of pounds, and hon. 
m<'tnh,rs on the other side laughed. I have 
a copy here of what was supposed to have 
be~n a private and confidential circular, 
i.,cucd b" the 8outh Austnlian branch of 
the E,:,ployer . .' Fc·deration, in which they set 
out the 1H"( cssity tQ orgran.ise to crush labour, 
:mel the~c are OlL or two of the reasons they 
giv" for their existence-

" (a) Testing the constitutionality of 
Acts of Par~!iament which may be deemed 
to trespass on the rights of employers. 
(b) The defence of the members against 
the attacks of organioed labour. (c) Com­
pensating and indemnifying members 
against loss arising from industriai 
troubles." 

They levied a charge upon emploJ·ers in the 
following ratio:-

" The rate of subc,uiption shall be 6d. 
per h' -, d for ever0 employee in receipt 
of less than £2 per week, and 1s. per 
head for employees receiving £2 or more 
per week. These rates to apply up to 
500 employees receiving £2 or over per 
we<>;,, and 1,000 employees receiving 
nuder £2 pe-r w< k. Half rates shall be 
paid o:a all employees over 500 and up 
to 1,000 receiving £2 and over per week; 
and over 1,000 and ·up to 2,000 r~cei ving 
under £2 per week. Quart0r rates shall 
be paid on all employees over these num· 
hers. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! The han. mem­
ber has occupied the time allowed by the 
Standing Orders, and I shall put the question 
th11t the hon. member be further heard. 

Mr. BARBER : Oh, no, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. FORSYTH (3furrumba): I was glad 
that the hon. member who has just sat down 
did not take up the whole time of his speech 
in connection with the strike. I am inclined 
to think that a great deal too much time 
has been taken up in connection with the 
strike. Personally, I would have much pre­
ferred that two or threp of the prominent 
members on the Government side, Minist•ors, 
and two or three prominent members un tna 
Opposition sidf' should have discussed the 
question, and that other hon. membrrs ;houlJ 
have afterwards discussed the questions 
really before the Chamber. It has been 

kfr'. Forsyth.] 
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stated that strikes are bad things for all 
sides. I have had experience of the late 
strike, and I should like to see it buried 
in oblivion, and all the ill-feeling pass away, 
and that amitv should exist between em­
ployer and employee throughout the length 
and br€'adth of Queensland. 

Mr. RYAN: This Bill which has been in­
troduc0d won't do that, from what I i1avo 
seen of it. 

Mr. FORSYTH: I hope it will be a loiJ.g 
time before the trade of Queensland is hung 
up and paralysed as it was a few months 
ago, and I do not think any right-minded 
people in the State w:mt such to happen 
again. The id<a io prevalent-and it has 
been spob'n of almost by every member­
that members on this side are against trade 
Ul}ionists. That is absolutely false. (Opposi­
tion laughter.) 

Mr. RYAN: This Bill is the strongest evi­
dence of it. 

Mr. FORSYTH: I think that every honest, 
right-thinking man belie1eo in the genuine 
principle of trade unionism. Anyone who 
looks back and studies this question from the 
very beginning must believe that the con­
ditions and hours of labour that the people, 
more especially in the old country, had to 
suffer were absolutely a disgrace to civilisa­
tion. That was my idea, and it is my idea 
now. When trade uniono were formed in 
the first instance they could not even com­
bine; they dared not meet together nntil the 
combination laws were repealed. When they 
were rept>aled, the men who wanted to com­
bine for their own benefit, to try and im­
prove the conditions under which they 
worked, not only as far as wages were con­
C'3rned, but also as regards hours of labour, 
were allowed that freedom and liberty. The 
greatect advocv,tes of trade unions ,viii tell 
you that. But there is one thing I "ill say, 
that while the men fought for that prin­
ciple of freedom to combine, it was never in­
tended that when they got the freedom they 
wantPd, there should be libertv for them to 
compel. That is a very different question. 
Trade unionism s.hould be voluntary, under 
all conditions, and anyone who seeks to com­
pel, violates the very first principles of trade 
unionism. There carr be no get-away from 
that fact; these are statements made by the 
brst men. 

Mr. COYNE : Hear, hear ! I wish J· ou had 
told that to Mr. Badger. 

Mr. FORSYTH: I will deal with Mr. 
Badger later on. There are oome men who 
do not appear to understand the difference 
between right and freedom, coercion and 
compulsion, but there is a great difference. 
·we all want every man to have the right to 
can-y on his business under the laws of the 
land, and have freedom to combine as much 
as he chooses. Trade unionism was formed 
for breaking down these combination laws, so· 
that n:en should be ahle to carry on their 
avoPdwns and meet for the purpo···'" of re­
drei·sing their wrongs, and no doubt there 
wen wrongs in those days. 

Mr. LAND: They e'l:ist to-day. 

Jl,h. FORSYTH: Every possible credit 
should be given to the men who formed the 
unions in the first instance, because they had 
reason to meet and try to bett<cr their f'Dn­
.ditions. There are some members of this 
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House-the hon. member for Rockhampton 
has lived in a mining centre, and I myself was 
brought up in a mining centre, and the con­
ditions that these men had to live under were 
a disgrace to civilisation. They had low 
wages and long hours, and practically noth­
ing to look forward to. I am pleased to 
think that the combination of trade unionists 
has done something for the uplifting of these 
men. There conditions were pitiable and 
miserable--

Mr. COYNE: They are to-day. 

IJr. FORSYTH: In some· c:tse tlwy may 
be to-day, but "e c"m,ot deny that the 
cr,nditions are -..; ::ry n1uch in1pro·y -:•d, and 
vdu1~ there iy- roon1 for iinproveln!~_u_t, let tv, 

be thankful for the conditions \\ hich prevail 
to-cb;·. The hon. member for Rc.:.lrhamptun, 
the c,ther night, Jcwntioned the fact thA the 
King, and othcn, wer,; ~c.·mpathetic in con­
nection with tLe coal strike; and I Fay that 
any n1an -,vho kno ;·-s the conditions under 
which tho miners work in the old country 
must be SJ,cisficJ that tln miserable pittance 
of a minimum wa,;e of 5s. a clay for .an 
hono;t d:-tv's 1"-:ork is c,•rtu.inlv not in ;_v.:.cord­
ance <.·,itl1 the ciYilibatiol, of Great Britain. 
(Hear, hear !) I se~y there is no combina­
tion of men working in Qu<:ensland wrth 
whom I haVt• greater ,._pnpathy than the men 
who have to go into the bowels of the earth 
and work under conditions which gcmerally 
shorten !if<:. vVe are told that "those whom 
the gods love die young " ; and if that is 
.. o, the miner must be very much loved by 
the gods, beca:;se in rn: tin1e very few 
miners li vcd to be old men. The conditions 
of the strike in Brisbane and the conditions 
of the strike in Great Britain were two 
distinct things. Here there was no question 
of wages or conditions of living or hours; 
it was because the men were not allowed 
to wear a little badge. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER : It was an at­
tempt to down unionism. 

::'IIr. FOH.SYTH: Nobody < rmld stop them 
from haYina a union-any rnan has freedom 
to c.Jmbine b with others if he wishes.· 'l.'he 
hon. member for Barcoo said tha• trade 
unionism was used for the purposr' of fight­
ing capital. I am sorry he made that state­
nwnt. 

Hr. RYAN: I said "capitalism." 

Mr. FORSYTH: I have no desire to mis­
quote any hon. rn··mbcr. On page 111 of 
Hansard of thi•J sc·ssion the hon. member 
stai,,d-" Using- it for the purpose of fighting 
capital," not ·'capitalism." I. say i~ i~ a 
bad principle; and wlL·t every nght-thmkmg 
man should do is not to try to make bbour 
fight capital, but try to get labour and 
capital to work amicably together. To st!'te 
that unionism is for the purpos·· of fightmg 
capital is not the right '·\'a; to ameliorate 
conditions. 

::'.Ir. RYAN: Do you think capital should 
have its own way? 

::1fr. FORSYTH: No; I do not think so. 
I think the v. or king m.-n has as much right 
to be considered as the capitalist. The hon. 
member said it was for the principle of 
unionim1 that they were fi~::hting, that it 
was no; so much a qm·stion of the badr:c. 
Assuming, for the sake of argument, that that 
was correct what waR the re'•Hlt? Drd not 
Mr. J u.stic~ Higgins state distinctly that he 
had no power to stop the strike? I will go 
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further and say that even if he had the 
power he was not likely to do it. What did 
Mr. Justice Higgins say?-

"As to the qu~stion of reinotatement 
of the men who -;,ere dismissed in Bris­
bane-! in0ludcd it in th- disputD which 
was r,, £erred to th~ court as it was raised 
at tho conforc nee, but I feel still, as I felt 
then, that I can do nothing. In the first 
place, the dispute as to the dismissal or 
reinstatement is confined to one Stat~. 
It do," not se.- m nccessarilv incidental 
to or p.,rt of the interstate dispute as to 
the badge. I .'-', rn to have no power 
over th~ matter under the Constitution. 
In the cccond place, no ovidenc,, has 
bo,_n tendered to show me facts on which 
I could make an order that would not 
mak~ confusion v?orso confounded. Mr. 
Dadg-er h;,s, no doubt, appointed other 
me ;l to a considerable number, and in­
-cured obli?'ations to them, and I should 
b.- very loth to thrust upon him a num­
ber of angry men to take th., places of 
th8 now c>mployees. E.-~n if I had juris­
diction, I should hesitate to make an 
order under the circumstance"'." 

\Vhat v_ as to be gained by the strike? If 
it was for the purpooe of stopping Badger 
from dis, harrcins- men. it had no effect. As 
a matter of fact it was badly planned, and 
waJ a gh:tc,!ly failur{'. The hon. member 
for lhrc,Jo also made the statement that it 
was his duty to try to stir up the great 
mass of the people to a consciousness of the 
fac:; that thr Government were their 8l1{'mies. 

:\1r. Bm, MAN and OPPOSITION J\fEMBERS: 
So they are. 

Mr. FORSYTH: Why should the Govern­
ment be their en emil s ? \V e are all Queens­
landers, either born here or here because this 
is our adopted country; and why should any 
man try to introduce into the minds of the 
people the idea that this or any other Go­
vernment are their enemies; and I am sorry 
the hon. gentleman used such terms. 

::\Ir. RYAK: I not only used those terms, 
but will try to do it. 

:\;lr. FORSYTH: He also made the state­
ment th,>\t the Government come down with 
proposab for settling industrial disputes, 
raising ages, and so on, but all those mea­
surBs are w-eless if we cannot control prices. 
If the hon. member knows anything about 
economics and tho conditions which control 
wages or prices, he must know that the large 
primary products of Queensland under no 
-circumstances can be protected. I can 
understand the bootmaker, the butcher, or 
the baker being protBcted by a heavy duty. 
You un control prices as far as· they are 
-cone-·rned, but I would like to ask the hon. 
member for Barcoo how he can control the 
prices of wheat, frozen meat, butter, tallow, 
and those things. Surely his common sense 
will lmo•v that we want to have our exports 
inr;nitely largDr than our imports so as to 
be financia!I·.- sound. About 80 per cent. or 
90 per cent.' of our primary products leave 
the Australian shores, and neither State 
Governn1ent nor Comnlon\V-ealth Government 
can protect them to the extent of one brass 
farthin~r. How then can you control prices? 

Mr. H ~RDACRE: Can you reduce prices? 

Mr. FORSYTH: When the goods go from 
Australia to London or anywhere else, the 
man ,,-ho buvs our goods does not ask the 
nwn who sells the goods what it cost to 

produce them; he simply says it has to 
talm its place in compdition with the world, 
and get the pric~ of the day, no _,,atlcr what 
was the cc,j, of production. 

l'IIr. HARDACRE: Can't you reduce price-s? 
Do you say you can't? You darcn't. 

::\Ir. FOR:::lYTH: What does the hon. mem­
ber rnoan by reducing prices? 

Mr. HARDACRE: Can you reduce prices? 

:C,Ir. FORSYTH: \V e u1n neither increade 
nor reduce tho prices of thP ._.~vticlcs v .. e ex­
port. \Vhat nonsense ! 

JI.Ir. RYAX: I mean tht> thing, that we con­
sume here. 

Mr. FORb \"TH: The ihings that we con­
sume here we may perhaps deal with, but it 
must b borne in mind tb:tt \YO c-"-not. con­
trol the prices of the things we send out of 
the country. I was reading ·' boo:: tLe other 
night-a book v,hich I o[ten rcJ.d and take 
a grPat de!ic.ht in, that is the "Letters of 
Juniu~t/' writtv,n 150 years rtt,~,o. lie says-

•· The submic -i<lll of a fr, o people to 
the f:.-,:ccutiYe authority of governrnent is 
no more than the compli nco with laws 
which they thmns,,lvcs have enacted." 

I think hon. m' - 1bers v, ill ,,_gTce with that. 
But "Junius" goes further, :,nd says-

" A general nation is grateful even for 
the preservation of its rights. 

'' Loyaltv in the heart of the British is 
a rational 'attachment to the gtcardians of 
the law." 

l\ow we arC' going to try to pre _-rve the 
rights of the people of Qul'l nslclEd, no 111atter 
what may h.,ppcn \Ve t:,lk a gThl.t deal 
about libert-y; e hlk a great deal about 
Leedom, ,,nd I want now to rrad a fac­
simile of a. docunv"nt d1ich v,.-,<;; signed by 
l\Ir. Coyne, and sont to dilfereTlt. people in 
Brisbane and othN plucos. It is as follows:-

"Affiliated with t~'" A.L.F. 
'' Trad-tc"'..: flall, 

"Brisbane, G:h February, 1912. 

"Combined Unions' Committee. 
"Dear Sirs,-We h-we bP"n informed 

that you are conv,·}'ing- .,uppliPs from 
your stores to various ""tablishm<mts in 
this city. 

"This committee wishes to intimate to 
you that the only conditions under which 
work can he s-mdioncd hy this com­
mittee is by permit and according to the 
condition--: as per enclos0d slip. 

" \Y e remain, 
"Dear sirs, 

"For th0 Combined Unions' C0mmitt<?e. 

'' J. HARHY Conm, 
'' PrcsidPnt." 

Here is a copy of the permit--
" Combined Unions~ Leek-out Con1mlt.teo. 

"Bri·-be.:w, 1-2-1912. 

"No ~.5 PEIL\IIT 
" 'I' his io to certify that 

has perrnission to 

provided that such work or goods sup­
plied is c:trried out solely by unionists. 

"J. HARRY CoYNE. 
" President." 

Jlr. Forcytli.] 
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" Combined Unions' Committee. 
" Trades Hall, Brisbane, 

"30th January, 1912. 
" ~ir,.- r.rhe pro\risiovc; governing the 

< ,- k>sc 1 permit are as follow:-
" (l.) All work to be carried out solely 

~ 'Y union] <ts. 
";~.) TJ_,~' F.1id unionists not to receive 

any remuneration direct from you. 
but such remuneration to be for­
warded to the Strike Committee. 
·,; ho will pay strike allowance to 
such employees on application, pro­
viding they produ0c fidelity voucher 
signed by you. 

'· Any infringement of the above pro­
visiond v.'i!l render the permit liable to 
forfeitur0. 

" The < munittcc hold the right for the 
lvithdra·wal at any time of this permit. 

"J. A. MoiR, Sec." 

i\' c taL about liberty! Does any man think 
that any man in business would so far forget 
his mc.nhood as to go to the Trades Hall for 
a permit to de liver his goods in Br]sbane? 

~-fr. WHilE: Certainly not. 

:\Ir. J:i vRSYTH: No sane person would 
dr•• m> that busincbJ people would do such a 
thint;. We talk about libert.y and freedom! · 
\Vhat hypocrisy-

'" Oh, frcedo1n, how 1nrany cri1nes are 
co.nn1ittcd in thy nanie :n 

\Ve Wdnt every man in the State to have 
freedom, and v·e \Va.nt to protect every man 
and W'JmRn in Queensland, so that they may 
have liberty to go about their avocations 
Vl'ithout let or hir.dranee. No Government, 
wh0 ther it b,e a Labour Government or any 
other Governm<>nt, could do otherwise. VV e 
cannot get away from the fact that the Go­
vernment. mu"t protect the people. That is 
a constitutional doctrine. I say the present 
Government Jid th:1t during the late strike. 
They were determined to do it, and they did 
it, and any Government which would not do 
it would not desc.erve l he confidence of the 
country fc, t'.venty-four hours. There are one 
or two things that I want to speak about, as 
though th0y may have been hinted at by 
previous speakers, they have not been dis­
cussed "ith any fulne-Si. I want to speak of a 
gentleman anrl an officer of the Govern­
ment who, with hi., sound common sense and 
tendenwss of heart, gave the railway men 
at Ipswich the best advice they ever got in 
their lives. He told thoHe men to "think, 
think, think," before they went on strike, 
and the ", av he handled those men was a 
crP:!it to hiin, and had a great deal to do 
with their going back to work. (Hear, hear!) 
I ''·Y all honour to him, I hope the Go­
vernment will spcciaJly recognise his services. 
'l'he Corrnn;ssioner of I'olicc i·" also entitled 
to spc· ~: ; 1 reco guition. 

:\h. B JWl\fAN: He h;cs got it. 

'\Jr. FORSYTH: Y e·,, I know, hut not 
from I'>is StatP. It is the duty of the Com­
mi' ci01wr cf Police not, to. take sides in any 
dispute which may arise, but to see that 
order pre;; ils in i.he city, and he did it 
during the lah strike, and I admire him for 
his paticnC•', hi:o persnrerancl?, his pluck, and 
his b "t. (Hear, he"'r !) He had nothing to 
do with whether tho strike was right or 
wrong. Hi• duty wa'S to protect life and 
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property, and to see that law and order vrer& 
maintained, and he did it~ . and I ?aY ~e 
should receive t..hat recogmtwn whwh hrs 
servicE'• deserve. We have been told by I?em­
bers opposite how much they are the frrends 
of the farmers. They want to persuade the 
farmers of Queensland that they are the best 
friends the farmers have got. 

Mr. BoWMAN : :Vlj word, we are. 

Mr. FORSYTH : Let me refer to what 
has been done by the Trades Hall in Mel· 
bourne in their efforts to get a log for the 
farmers of Qurensland. I do not say that 
farmers should not pay a fair wage to 
their employees, but I say that by insisting 
upon a certain log like that which is s!lg· 
gested you might interfere with the farm:ng 
industry in a way that may almo_st brmg 
it to ruin. Let farmers pay a farr wage, 
but is it a fair thing to insist that a boy 
under eighteen years shall be paid £1 2s. 6d. 
per v. eck of forty-eight hours, with bed and 
board, and so much for overtin.e? If that 
log is introduced and adopted, and t~e 
farmers arc forced to pay th•: wages lard 
clown, my impression is that th0re are any 
number of farmers in Queensland who would 
very much rather be employees than em­
ployers. I do not think they should not pay 
a fair wage for a fair day's work. There 
are many men who are worth lOs. or ~2s. 
a day, but to insist that men who are domg 
so much for the development of the State 
shall submit to the proposed conditions _is 
something the people of Queensland wrll 
not stand. Even the children of a farmer 
are not to be allowed to work on the farm. 
Any member who live" in a farming CO!l_l­

munity, whether that member J::e on thts 
side of the Houso or the other side, knows 
the struggles that farmers ~ave ~ad in the 
past, and are having now, m trpng to get 
homes for themselves-how they have to 
clear their land, build a house, raise crops, 
and bring up their families. Yet !t is pro­
po ed in this log that a boy or girl und.er 
fifteen years of age, that is, a boy or girl 
who has become of some use, shall not milk 
a cow or pick fruit before he or she 
goes to school. They must be over fifteen 
years of age before th0y .are allowed to go 
to work on the farm. Children are of great 

use to their parents long before 
[9 p.m.] that age, but under this log th:y 

must not work on the farm till 
theyo are fifteen, and then they must be paid 
at the rate of £1 2s. 6d. per week, and bed 
and board found for them as well. Carr the 
farmers afford that? I appeal to han. 
gentlemen opposite, cap they afford that? 
I eay "Give them good wages, by all 
means," but, can they affo~d that? If we 
put on wages like that we will only trammel 
an industrc which is one of the best that 
we have got in Queensland to-day. (Hear, 
hear!) We haw about 241009 m!"n and 
women employed in the dairym_g mdust:·y 
in Queensland to-day. Are we gomg t? n:I~ 
that industry? Do we want to rl!-m It. 
I believe that han. members opposite are 
honestly endeavouring, in their own way, to 
try to do what they <an to fu_rther _develop 
Queensland, but to do a thing hke this wol!Id 
be a great mistak,~", La.st year the butter m­
dustry was worth £1.700.000 to Queensland. 
vVhe:ri that great export of buttBr was started 
-and WB are only on the fringe of that 
industry-(hear, hear !)-the whole of the 
industry was revolutionised owing to the 
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fact that we are able to export that amount 
of butter to the old countrv from this State. 
(Hear, hear!) \Ve talk df our increase in 
agriculture. I doubt very much if in the 
£70,000 which we are spending on our De­
partment of Agriculture the people of 
Queensland arc getting full value for their 
money. \Vhen we look at thP cxporl;; c:f 
wheat from Australia-there is no export 
of wheat from Queensland-when we look 
at the export, of wheat from Australia and 
see the millions of money that it represents 
we •,eo that out of 95,000,000 bushels of 
wheat grown in Australia only 1,000,000 
bushels \Verc grown in Queensland. EvPry 
year W'l have got to send £1,00G,OOO to bring 
into Qu,_,ensland \vheat, grain, flour, Yf'!Se­
tablc;,, and fruit, which I should like to see 
grown in Queensland. (Hear, hear!) "That 
£1,000,000 should remain in th0 pod,,ets of 
the people of Queensland. I hope the time 
is not far di:,tant wh<e':l that mc1y be so. In 
the great farming industry, which I suppose 
includes the da;rying industry, there are 
33,000 peoplE' employed in Queensland. This 
is a big industry and wants uvery po,sible 
encou :-agement to increase the cultivution of 
crops on our land. The cultivation is too 
small altogether. We talk about the 
quantity of land that is taken up. We 
talk about the 5,000,000 or 6,000,000 
acres of land that is taken up every year. 
Yet in 1901 we had 483,000 acres under 
crop, and in 1910 we had only 667,000 
acres under crop. During the last ten 
y<'ars , have had talcen up in Que~nsland 
as agricultural farms and , homesteads 
no less th:·~n 4,500,000 acres of land, and 
the, averr, ed about 265 acre; <:ach vo far as 
the' agricattural farms were concerned; yet 
the 32,000 people engaged in the farming 
industry, who took up all that land, only 
show the r.1iscrable return of 660,000 odd 
acres under crops. I trust that the ~'>gricul­
turoJ Denartment will do something to assist 
+his gre~t industry and push it along. Even 
if you include paspalum and the artificial 
grasse~, it will not bring up the total much, 
as there are only 140,0()0 acrf'S of land und"' r 
artific;'ll grac~n. Instead of having only 
600.000 acres under cnltivation, we should 
have ~t least 6,000,000 or 7,000,000 acres. 
Look at "-hat the wealth production would 
be if you had that area of lrmd under crops! 
We hope that something will be done to 
help it along in that direction. Our rail­
ways are being extended in every direction. 
-We talk about our railway development, 
and we even "blow" about it, because it 
mec,ns so much more railw•<y for the farm­
ers to have facilities to bring their produce 
to market. Yet with the 6671000 acres of 
cultivB<,ion produced last year y,e only got 
£192,000 in freight out of a total of 
£2,730,000. I should like to see much more 
cultiYation than we have at present. We get 
money from London or a 1ly,vhere we can to 
tr: to develop this gre:tt State in every way 
possible. Thnt reminds me of something 
that was said bv the hon. member for 
P •,ddington the 'other night. The hon. 
member thinks that he has only got to open 
hie, mouth in this House and everybody y,jJl 
b. Iin·e hi3 words. 

?·Ir. LE~NON: Don't you believe the same 
-t 11~t e':ory time you open your mouth the 
pPople will believe your words? 

l\Ir. FORSYTH: When I get up to speak 
I am quit'l serious, ard I give fact<, (Hear, 
hear!) I do not speak or use words just to 
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tickle the fancy of members of this House. 
Tho hon. gentleman harped on tho fact that 
I said that I believed in spending five or 
even ton millions of money every year, 
whereas, as a mather of fact, every member 
of this House knoy,s thaL I ha\"•J <lone my 
host to try to g,-t the Governmo :t not to 
spend so much money. (HFar, hear!) If 
thr hon. gentleman read my speech he would 
know what I said. I said that the <'xpendi­
ture of loan money ought to be kept down, 
as we will want £3,000,000 to meet the 
Treasury bills and the Commonwealth loan 
falling due. The hon. gentleman was taik­
i•lg on a subject on which he was absolutely 
ignorant, and h'l has no right to speak on 
any business in this House unless he is 
thoroughly conversant with tho subJect. 
(Laughter.) If the hon. gentleman is deter­
mined to quote me he should quote me as 
I g avo it. If the hon. gentleman continues 
to talk in that strain then ho is 11ot l ikelv 
to gain the r<espcct of this House. I am 
sm-r:-· that I have not got much more time, 
bnt there is one matter I w:tnt to refer to 
in the little• time at my di«po;;o_l. The Fed­
f'ral Govcrnmt nt are co1ning into colnpBti­
tion with the Statn savings hanks. There 
is one sce1tement ·which I ,,·ish to quote cur­
sorily. ::\fr. Milkr said recently-

" The objr'd will net b0 to attract 
deposits from other institutions, but to 
give depositors facilities for depositing 
tbf>ir sav!ngs1 \vhich \viii earn a reason­
able rate of intPrest, and be available 
••·hen required within a rPasonable 
time." 

Does not the Quee':lsland Savings Bank do 
the same? They give the same rate of in­
terest, and the money is payable on demand. 
I very much doubt if a great many hon. 
members have given this subject the atten­
tion it deserves. The Saving~ Bank of 
Queensland is one of the strongest bulwarks 
th 1t anv Government could possibly have. 
At the end of .Tune the deposits amounted to 
about £7,200,000, put there by 140,000 da­
positors. All honour and credit to that 
noble army of men and women who b.s" their 
thrift and energy and industry have given 
to the Government of Queensland this colos­
sal sum for the development of this State. 
The amount in the bank is steadily increas­
ing. Since 1907 the deposits have increased 
by £3,000,000, and the increase last year was 
£1,000,000. Now what do we do with that 
money? Everyone who has studied the Sav­
ings Bank Act knows that two-thirds of the 
money must go into Government securities, 
and at the present time the Government 
have £5,000,000 of it invested in Government 
serm-ities. It is placed to the credit of the 
loan fund account for the purpose of build­
ing rail" ays and other public works. Could 
the people who have saved that mane>·. P"!t 
it to a better use than that? Surely 1t IS 
only right and equitable that the pcwple who 
by their thrift and industry have made 
rnonev in the State should put it in the 
Savings Bank of the State to be used for 
such purposes l Two-thirds of that money is 
now in'. ested in Government works. 

:'l:fr. HAMILTON: Yes, but the Government 
tried to make out that it was speci.•tlly ear­
marked for advances from the Agricultural 
Bank and under the Workers' Dwellings Act. 

Mr. FORSYTH: Nothing of the sort. 
£5,000,000 of the money is invested in Go­
vernment debenturE's for the building of rail­
ways and other public works. The Treasurer 
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has power, no doubt after consulting the 
manager and trustees of the bank, to spend 
more than that proportion in connection with 
the development of the State. Do our 
friends opposite realise what this means t') 
Queensland? If any hon. member will turn 
up page 15 of the Treasurer's tables, he wi1l 
see that nearly one-fifth of the total cost of 
our railways is represented by moneys placed 
in the Savings Bank. Then there is about 
£2,400,000 to the credit of current account. 
Now what do we do with that ba1anoe? We 
have here the items. I believe there is about 
£300,000 owing to the Agricultural Bank, 
and will any man tell me that the savings 
of the people could be put to any better use 
than in making advances to settlers on the 
land who are improving the public estate ? 
That money comes from the Savings Bank. 
There was an Act passed some years ago 
called the Agricultural Lands Purchase Act, 
and I do not think a more democratic mea­
sure was ever placed on the statute-book. 
That Act has done an enormous amount of 
good. Land that was formerly used merely 
for sheep walks is now the home of thou­
sands of faFmers, and the amount to the 
debit of the trust fund at present is £660,000. 
That money came from the Savings Bank. 
We have spent about £250,000 of Savings 
Bank money in dredging our rivers. Then 
we all know that the public estate improve­
ment fund has done a great deal of good, 
and that it has found employment for thou­
sands of men. Well, all the money spent for 
that purpose has come from the Savings 
Bank. Last of all, there is the money spent 
in connection with the \Yorkers' Dwellings 
Act. That is surely an Act which is doing 
good to the working men of Queensland who 
want to get homes for themselves and their 
families, and the Government advance them 
money from the Savings Bank funds at a 
low rate of interest and on easy conditions. 
I ask could the moneys placed in the Savings 
Bank be better spent than in developing this 
great State, and in assisting the working 
classes of Queensland? 

Mr. LENNON: Nobody disputed the argu­
ment. 

Mr. FORSYTH: Seeing the money is 
earned in the State, I ask if hon. members 
opposite will do their level best with their 
friends to see that the depositors of Queens­
land put their money in the Queensland 
Savings Bank. 

GoVERNMENT ME~IBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. FORSYTH_: I_t is th_e working ~lasses' 
ow? bar;k, and 1t IS their money that is 
domg this great work. Why should not their 
mt;ney be spent in our own State instead of 
bemg spent somewhere else? We want all 
the money we can get to develop this great 
State. This fund is like a glorious river of 
usefulness, spreading all over the land and 
!eavi!'g behind it a quickening and fr,{ctify­
mg mfluence, the benefits of which no one 
can . estimate. (Hear hear!) I think it 
unwise for the Federal Government to inter­
~ere in this matter; they think otherwise. It 
Is the States that must develop Australia. 
They have the lands and th~ railways, and 
th~ Commonwealth have neither lands nor 
railways. They have other business to attend 

to, I grant,. and important business. They 
are making a great deal of money out of 
Queensland. According to "A.B.C.," the 

[.Mr. Forsyth. 

gross revenue the Commonwealth Govern­
ment derived from Queensland in 1910 was 
about £2,200,000, and their total expenditure 
in the State, including old-age pensions, and 
cost of Commonwealth departments, was 
about £1,150,000, leaving a credit of over 
£1,000,000. They return £1 5s. per head, 
amounting to about £680,000 per annum, but 
that still leaves them about £400,000 to the 
good. Why cannot they leave the States 
alone? They are making plenty of money 
out of them. They have a princely revenue. 
They had a surplus of over £2,000,000 last 
year, and surely they might leave the States 
to work out their own salvation so far as the 
Savings Bank is concerned. 

GovERNMENT ME:I!BERS: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. HuNTER: Are vou including the sugar 

bonus in that money? 

:\Ir. FORSYTH: No, that is quite distinct. 
The excise received by them from Queens­
land not only pays for the bounty, but leaves 
them .a surplus of so;me hundreds of thousaads 
in addition. I hope that every man in 
Queensland who wants to be loyal and 
patriotic, and who wants to support the Slate 
in which he lives and in which he believes, 
will do his level best to get his friends to 
depo;ait their money in our own Savings 
Bank. Do you not see that if hundreds of 
thousands of pounds are taken a way frnm 
Queensland and put into other Savings Banks, 
it must retard the progress of this gn'at 
Stat-e? vV e are all anxious to see the country 
develop, and we are simply standing on the 
edge of development now. I do not \'"ish to 
use any opprobious terms, but I think the 
Commonwealth Government did a ·wrong 
thing in coming tn interfere with this gr< at 
Savings Bank of Queensland. I say, all 
honour and credit to 'that big body of men, 
women, and children who have put thsir 
money into the Savings Bank, and which is 
of such enormous advantage for the develop­
ment of this great State. 1-Ve have a mag­
nificent heritage, and the potentialities of 
QuPensland are enormous, and we can never 
develop it as we should until we spend 
millions and millions mnre on it, and the 
more money we can spend o.n it in a right 
way, the better it will be for the people of 
Queensland. vV e arc all Queenslanders, and 
we believe in our State. We tall<: abnut the 
great State we live in. and we want to· do 
everything we can so a.s not to rct;Lrd the 
progress of Queensland, and I sincerely truot 
that everyone will do their best to try and 
get the people of Queensland to leave their 
money in the Savings Bank. It is the work­
ing classes' bank to a very large extent, and 
I trust the working classes will be loyal and 
patriotic enough to Queensland to recognise 
that fact. 

Mr. LBNNON: Probably they made a 
blunder of that. 

1\lr. FORSY'l'H: If the FPderal Govern· 
ment give you no better terms, why should 
people go to them. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER: They will do so. 

Mr. FORSYT!{: I hope so, and that the 
Labour party will help them to do so. We 
cannnt estimate the wonderful benefit :>f our 
Savings Bank to Queensland. Very often we 
are £100,000 or £200,000 short for public 
works, and we can go for half a million to 
the Savings Bank, and carry on for tht; time 
being. The money we are spending on rail­
ways goes to pay wages, and the men, to a. 
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certain extent, place them to. the credit of 
the Government in the Savings Bank. Is 
it not just and equitable that the very n:en 
who are <enabled to earn and save ITOney 
should leave it in their own Savings Bank? 
I am sure that these statements cannot be 
repudiated. 

l\1r. HAMILTON: You must acknowledge 
that the Commonwealth Government fcrced 
this Government to extend its operations ar:d 
made it more useful than what it was. 

Mr. FORSYTH: I do not know whether 
they did. A bank which has money o.n 
deposit does not take it for less than t\'·elve 
months. On current account the depositors 
get nothing; but in the Savings Bank, on 
current account they get interest all the 
time. That j,; an impou ,nt thing. The more 
we open up the Savings Bank, it 'Nill be 
like a snowball, increasing in usefulness all 
the time. I sincerely trust that every one 
in o.ur day and generation will do what they 
can to fon .. trd the best interests of this State, 
and that, in my estimation, is the highest 
ideal of citizenship. We are only here for 
a short time. after all. Later on we have to 
"shuftle off this mortal coil," and it mvst 
be a satisfaction to people, even 'in a humble 
way, if they feel that they have done their 
level best to assist in the development of 
this great State, which I believe will ulti­
mately become the greatest in Australia. We 
have the land, and we want more people to 
develop it, so as to. get the wealth from the 
wil, and the more people we have worlong 
here, the more money shall we have c,>ming 
into the Savings Bank. We have a good 
asset. Everybody knows that the Savings 
Bank is the strongest asset you can have. 
You have the whole of the assets of Queens­
land behind it-our railways, lands, and b"ild­
ings. What better security can there be, and 
what b 'tter bank could people put tr.eir 
money in than our Savings Bank? It is the 
people's bank I am proud of the working 
pr·ople of (~ueensland, because through their 
thrift and energy they have been able to 
,&nve between £7,000,01)0 and £8,000,000, and 
place it in the Savings Bank against a 
rainy day. vV e should all do our b-est to 
induce our people to leave their money in 
their own s,avings Bank, and by doing that, 
not only will they be doing a good thing 
for themselves, but they will be seeking in 
their own small way to develop this great 
State. " 

GOVERN:IIENT Jl.ilEMBERS: H<'ar, hear ! 

Mr. GILLIES (Eacham): I shall end"avour 
to confine my few remarks to those questions 
which have not been dealt with in detail from 
either side of the House. I regret, and I 
am sure every member on this side regrets, 
that the previous speakers, especialty those 
hon. members representing sugar districts, 
have not given some indicatio.n of '\\hat the 
attitude of the Government is going to be 
with rega.rd to the burning question in the 
North-the establishment of new central 
mills. The attitude of the Government, and 
of the Treasurer, so far as their co.nduct 
applies to the planters in the North, has 
been dealt with at public meetings, meetings 
of th.~ shire councils, chambers of commerce,' 
and of the Australian Sugar Producers' Asso­
ciation. Every one of these meetings con­
demned the action o:f the Government in 
their repudiation and failure to carry out 
the contract implied in their promise io the 
farmers in the North. I refer to this in my 
<>pening remarks because I regard it M 11. 

national qu<'stion. I reg,ard the settlement 
and development of the Northern areas as a 
question not only affecting Queensland, but 
Australia as a whole. It has been n•cog­
nised by men who are competent to give an 
opinion that one of the greatest qw";tions 
affecting this country to-day is the quest-ion 
of defc·nce and in that question of defence-• 
is wrapped up the question of land settle· 
ment. As a Northern man, I do not repre­
sent a sugar growing constituency; but I 
feel that t~ueensland's greatest industry is 
being threatened by the conduct of the 
Treasurer with regard to the promise of these 
new State mills. 

The Ho:\lE SECRETARY: 'rhe action of the 
C<>.mmonwealth PremiQ,J.·, you mean. 

::Ur. GILLIE,S: That has absolutelv nothing 
to do with it. It might be just as \\ell for 
me to call the attention of members to the 
fact that the Hoyal Commissio.n now si1ling 
was not moo[cd by a Labour Govermrwnt; 
as a matter of fact, the first Federal Sugar 
L:ommission 11 as appointed by· Mr. Deakin, 
at the request of the sugar growers. The 
sugar gro.wers of Austntlia, through :Mr. 
Archer, the late Federal meml: er for Capri­
cornia, presented a largely-signed petition 
praying for a Commission to be appointed 
to inquire into the sugar industry. 

Mr. \VHITE: 'Why didn't the Commis'-,ion 
go Qll? 

Mr. GILLIES: Because Judge Cohen, the 
chairman of the commission, r<>fu.ced to 
carry out the pol'lition of chainnan, or 

could not do it. Now there is a 
[9.30 p.m.] change of Government, and the 

Fisher Government are carrying 
out the request of the producers by 
appointing a commission to inquire into this 
industry. It has been ,,aid by some people 
that the Federal Government have no right 
to indicate how much the grower should re­
ceive for his cane; and it appeJrs to me 
to be a matter of great concern with mem­
bers opposite whether the Commonw<Jalth 
commission will bring in a recommendation 
that the grower shall receive a cutain price 
for his cane. 

Mr. K B. C. CORSER: Not at all. 
Mr. GILLIES : It is a v<erv hard thing to 

serve two masters; and it {s hard for the 
Government to scrv8 the Colonial Sugar Re­
fining Company-or the buyers of ~ugar and 
buyers of cane-;and a.t the same t1me serve 
the sellers of cane and sellers of sugar. I 
for one, as a sugar-grower most of my life­
time, have looked forward, ever since the 
protective dutv of £6 a ton was imposed, 
to the Federal Government going further 
and prescribing not only that certain wages 
shall be paid to the sugar worker and the 
cane worker, but that the gro\\ er shall re­
ceive a fair price for his cane. It appears 
to me that the Treasurer is com·-erncd as to 
whether the Sugar Commission will bring in 
a recommendation that the farmer should 
recnive 15s. a ton or something likt' that for 
his cune. 

The HoME SECRETARY: Nonsense ! He 
only de'Jires to safeguard the interests of the 
State. 

Mr. GILLIES: I know it has brrn the 
nractice of ('ertain Governments in the past 
to give Royal Commissions instruction;> as 
to how to bring in their recor.mnrmdahons. 
The Federal Government appomted a com­
mission not composed of Labour men. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Oh, oh ! 
Ji.r. Gillies. J 
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Mr. GILLIES: Will anvono dare to say 
that Mr. Crawford is a Labour man? 

:i\Ir. y,·HITE: I-I,• is thB onlv one who is 
not. • 

Mr. GILLIES: What about Mr. Anderson, 
of S··,'nc·y? Is he a Labour man'! 

Go'\ ,,RNThlENT JlilEM!lERS : Y BS, yes ! 

Mr. GILLIES: \Vel!, if he is, he is a 
good man. (L:,ughtcr.) The Federal Go­
vel·nm; n: aprointed a commis:sion with a 
fn<> hand. 

Mr. TilliTE: \Vhac about the HePret letters? 
::\Ir. GILLIES : I never heard about tlw 

SC<"e' letters, my friend. I my that Mr. 
Fislv-r appointt-"J a colnrniP,sion to, brine-; in 
recomm.·ndations fc·r the preservation of tho 
industry; and I am prop:ned to believe that 
tho gre.1t oct.~pus known as the Colonial 
Sugar Refining Company are afraid tho rc­
comn;---ndations will reduce their dividends, 
which, on the authority of the Federal 
.. .-\ttor ,_•y-C,~neral, ar, sonwwhere in tho 
vicinity of 2(} per cont. per annum. 

Tht, Ilo:\a: SECRETARY: Kons,~nse! 

:iir. GILLIES: Th•l nwn in the North 1vhn 
arc the s~rougost in thcir condemnation of 
the "1tion of the Government in this matter 
are GoYE'rrnncnt support~rs; and I am going 
to quote thD remarks of some of them. Mr. 
Draper i, known a·, a strong supporter of 
th€ pr{'h: nt GovernnF·nt. I m£t him on thB 
bout comiu,- down h_ rc'. I nm not going to 
sa~~ -diat he ,_aid t"J nl'~; but he can SBB 

through thi< thin gauze-that the Govern­
m<;nt .lr<' afraid the internts of the State 
wi~.l not be con;- rvBd bv +be Federal Govern­
ment. I r cognise it· as a similar dodge 
to a,Jring ~,fr. Fisher to se'1d up the military 
-to discredit the Federal Gov<ernment at 
the fortlocoming :Federal election. First of 
n 11 I we s inclined to believe-and I still 
boli~' c-ilnt thev haF not too much cash; 
but I belieYe it· is their object to diwndit 
the FodE '.ll novcrnm~nt b:c• trying to con­
vinn~ -;;he f<Tn1~•rs that the Pcderal Govern­
me-nt ~_re rL··,ponFihlP for hanging up the 
constructicn of the":_,G Shttc mills. 

The HO::'IE SrCRETARY: So they are. 

Mr. GILLIES: I am sorry the lion. mem­
ber for ~rirani left this question severely 
alone. The party opposite arc generally 
suppo<< -l to be the friends of the farmers, 
~:h'-'rc -:• l~:c Lt..1JDur party la..._2 L:lways pointed 
at es being the ene<aics of tho farmn; but 
the fermers in the North arc beginning to 
realise that the Government are not the 
friend of the farmer d dl. Now this is 
•-"ha:'- 1Ir. Drrper said at a 1ne-ctin;; of the 
C cir..s ChambBr of Commerce-

" Considering th>t milliom of Queens­
hnd money had been sunk in the sugar 
industry which wa' subjcP,t to the same 
Federal laws anc:lrpgula'ions; seeing that 
men had put their r,ll upon the word 
( f t h~ 0ueE'nsland Govt rnmr." lt, it ,~,-.:::; 
manifestly unjust if not dcliberatdy dis­
honourable for the Government to turn 
round _,[ the last moment rnd under 
what could only bee regarded as -'' subter­
fup:c> refuse to proceed wii h tl- ,- B :; bind a 
Mill." 

That is not the only supporter of the Go­
vernment who made use of just as strong 
wOTds. Indip ·ttion me;;tings have been held 
practica.!ly all over the North protesting 
against thC' condLwt of th•: Government in not 
carrying out their promises. The farmers 
who, on the word of the Government, started 
clearing operations and planted cane will be 

[Jir. Gill1'es. 

practically ruined if the Government do not. 
carry out their obligations with regard to the 
establishment of mills at Babindw and 
Darradgee>. Th1s is a question of national 
importance, bec:mse it is recogni-sed by com­
p~>tent men that the North of Australia is 
the backdoor of Australia, and it is neces­
sary in order to hold this country for men. 
rnd women of our own colour and ideals, to 
fili our empty spaces and develop our tropical 
indu.,t:ries. It is a burning question in the 
North, and it affce't' the whole of (-.1ueens­
land, ·and I hope the Treasurer will recon­
,idN his Jecision and not try to deceive the 
pcopl' by making out that he is afraid to 
do anything on account of anything the 
Feder,tl Government may do to injure the 
sugar indu-,try. I quite believe that the 
Coloni..tl Sug .r Refining Company have some­
thing to do with this matter. One han. 
meml-er opposite stated that there are quite 
enough rllills to crush all the cane that was 
grown last season. It is a fact well known 
to any man who knows anything about sugar 
at all, that it is impossible to have just 
sufficient mill power to crush the maximum 
or n1inimum crop-you 1nust have a margin 
of power to provide for emcrgencic·s. During 
the last ten yBars Australia has imported 
40,000 tons of sugar every year. Why can­
not we in the North, where ,,,e have somo 
of the best sugar land in the world, manu­
facture all the sugar that is required for use 
in _Aust.ralia? Son1e han. rnember on th0 
other side spoke about the necE'ssity of having 
a grc tt export trade, but I a1a one of those 
who believe that eve should first of all pro­
duce all that i > consumed in A ustralic., and 
then export. We should first of all produce 
those commodities which are profitable, and 
in the production of which good wages arc 
paid. The sugar ind o.oc.ry if properly 
handled-and I b"lli ·ve it wiil be properly 
handled aft, r the Sugar ComLli,,sion send 
in th; ir recommendations--should be the best 
\vage-paying industry in ~""-ur:.tralia. ....<\n in­
dustry which is prote2ted to the extent of 
£6 p· c· ton ought to be the best wage-paying 
industry in the G;mmonwealth, and if the 
money for that protection is provided by the 
people of Australia they are justified _in de­
nLnding that the rr:oney shall go into the 
po, ;,cts of the pevple who are doir,g the 
work in that industry, and not into the 
cdfers of tho Colonial Sugar Refining Com­
pany to paj dividPnds. It Ins been said that 
the c~mpany could imporL all the sugar thr,y 
require, and I agree with tint statement, 
b~t. that fact does not justify their making 
d!vidc::tcls out of the nroteci'ion offered for 
tho 0ncouragement of the industry. All tl1ey 
care about, i,; co pay dividends to their shrJ'e­
holdcn; they have "no body to be kick<'d or 
soul to be damned," and they do not care 
wheth•,r their profits are made by white or 
black labour. 'rhe Sugal' Commission, if 
they do any good a l. all, will certainly- make 
some recommendationg which, if adopted, 
will clip the wing-' of that monopoly. I hope 
that the· r;oeakers who folloYt me will have 
snrnerhinr to say on this gn c1,t quc;~tion, 
v/Pich ;s not a party que~~ion, but a gTeat 
n:ttionul que,~ion. No.,-, I desire to tnuch 
on another matter which I think co--lcerns 
':'

0 whole of Qu<'-'''-land. I do not think 
,- nythin,g haB been " tid with l', b'ard to lo~al 
p;oy. mment. I h:,d ihe honour to repres• nt 
t.h -- ne•vf'·'t ,,hire in Qneensl.md at the la"t 
Lace! Authoritich' Cmference, and I must 
admit tlut the Ho'!lc Secretary treated the 
delegates v•.'ry well. Another conference is 
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to be held very soon, and I presume we shall 
hear the bame speeches from the hon. gentle­
man on that occasion, and the same speeches 
from the Minister for Lands and the Premier. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: I expect we shall 
hear the same from you, without doubt. 

~Ir. GILLI.D;c;: The Home Secretary gave a 
pc.omise at the last conference, which l shall 
quote, but before doing so, I may mention 
that 300 delegates WLre present at that confer­
en~ --, r£-presenLing nine citie'J, twenty-four 
towns, and 1~5 fjhir,'-3. The Premier said on 
that ace asian that there wore pr0sent no less 
than fivo ad1ninib r<1tor..;, who wero 1ne1nbers 
of lo• .Ll authorities. I beli~ ve there are many 
J.U;:;r.nbers !n this Cl1amber who, like myself, 
have gTdluat.·d in the school of thu local 
authontie:, and 1t is a very good school to 
graduate in, but v.hen members reach this 
He..-''" they should not forget the di.oaC!ilities 
under ·.;hich Jocal authorities labour. l 
wanted to quote from the speech of the Home 
~ecrctary, but I cannot lay my hands on it 
JU~t at the moment, -"'' I sh: .. ll content myself 
wrth '"'ymg_ that :w :said he had great 
symp,.thy With local au<horitie', and I be­
lieve he has·-a!d promiwd to give very 
fay~urablo con,y:kr,,hon io any request they 
rr~1gnt rr1akr'. Crru:nn rl•Jolutron;::, were passed 
~t that conference which I am going to quote 
111 order to refresh the hon. gentleman's 
men1ory, because I not-ice that no reference 
is made in the Governor's bpeech to any 
amendment of tlP Local Authoritir,,; Act or 
the I,ands Act with a view to carrying out 
the recomn1endations of t;h~ conference-re­
commer"datiom made by the representatives 
of a body of men whom the hon. gentleman 
said constituted the ;;rcatest Parliament in 
QuecnJiand. I agree with that remark-the 
local authorities are the greatest of all Par­
liament.;, great,.:r than the tltate or the 
Federal Parliament, because they are nearer 
to the people, ar..d they arc doing a work 
which deserves more COk;ideration than it is 
receiving from the present Government. The 
next conference will take place next month 
and I am sur~-we shall hav0 the Hme trip 
down to St. J:ielcna-(laughtN}-<,nd if the 
ex-dopwy lf:adE'r of the Opposition make9 use 
of tlw phrase " old fo':oils" again, I hope the 
dekgatc" will not take any exception to it, 
but wiil begin to Fc..clise that he was correct 
in stating that they might expect some con­
sidc"ation from a Labour Government. Here 
are so'nc of the reoolutions wh:ch were passed 
at the c1nferewe-

" 1. That the Governme'lt be nsked to 
place a sum of money at the disposal of 
lo\ ..1 a-1thoriti~~3 for the construction of 
roa,]s through Crown lands ~ ut up and 
~,:J!d h:; the Governm~.nt. 

" 2. That thP ownership and proceed, 
of sales of timb0r on ro. ds and "·serves 
be v< ,f.,d in local authorities. 

"3. That the attention of the Go­
ycrnnle:~t be dr ;-,:n to tlv~ jtu;ticc of grant­
ing local authorities portion of roy,alty 
de cived from mle of timber, for making 
roads over wh:ch f:uch timber is hauled. 

""L That where rates are duo on land 
whir h is afterwards surrendered to the 
Crown or forfeited, and where the de­
posit or po,-t th:'rcof is retained by the 
L1mds Department:, that department 
,houid pay rates due. 

"5. (a) 'l'hat grea.f ·er care should be 
taken by Lands Department surveyors as 
eta positions and grades of surveyed road,s. 

"(b) Tha!: where a deviation of a sur-

veyed road is obviously necessary bGfore 
construction is commenced, that the sur­
vey of such and cost of resumptions, if 
any, should be borne by the Lands De­
partment. 

" That local autho:cities should have 
full control of waterfalls within their 
area, and that no individual or company 
should be given a right to water power 
without the c0nsent of such local 
authority." 

These resolutions were all carried by a very 
large majority. I take it that as a great 
number of those delegates are slavish bl­
lowers of the Government they were c}Uita 
convinced when they pa~sed these resolu­
tions, tog,•ther with the assurance given by 
the Home Secretar], that they would get 
syL" ,:thctic trPatment from the present Go­
vernment. "With rEgard to the last resolu­
tion, I wish to say that I am assGci,cted with 
a partv who believe that such cssets as 
waterfa:lls and water power sho1!ld not be 
given into priYate hands, but should be 
worked by the Stat:c itself. 

The HO'-fE dECRETARY : If you had followed 
the course of events you would know that 
that i,'. covered by th'·' \Vater Act we passed 
last year. 

Mr. GILLIES: A request was made to 
the, Premier by the local authorities in the 
Cahns district that the local authorities 
should take over the Barron Falls and har­
ness them for the purpose of pro':iding water 
power. The Premier refused to grant. the 
request, and he had a perfect right to do 
so if the Government are going to harness 
the Falls. But if the Government do not 
intend to do anything in that direction, they 
should allow the local authorities to do so. 
I would like to knov: the intentions of the 
Government in that matter later on. No 
private company should be allowed to con­
trol waterfalls or anything of that kind. 
These are some of the resolutions pasJed at 
the last Local _\uthoritiPs' Conference-" the 
great unpaid Parliament of Quecns!an~ "­
and I regr~t th.;+. cffef:t has n."'t Leon 
giyen to them. although I am pkased to · 
hear from the Horne Secretary that efleci: has 
been given to one of them. vVith regard to 
the' Land Act as a selector and a man who 
has been a fa~mer and s ,Jector all my life, I 
think there is great room for amendmentR 
in our present Land Act. I a:n somew~at 
disappointed that there is not an nne 'ldmg 
Land Bill brought do"·n this sesoion. 

Mr. MURPHY: There will be one before the 
end of the year. 

Mr. GILLIES: The rents charged for land 
in North Qu•'ensland are far too high, 
especially in places so lar away from the 
great centres of population. Provision sJ:ould 
be made as is the case in New Souoh Wales, 
whereby' a man can acquire a living . area 
irrespective of the quantity of land he takes 
up. It does not. matter if _it. is 10 or lO,oqo 
acres so long as he has a lrvmg area. It 1s 
desirable that every man who is settled on 
the land should be contented. It is one of 
the greatest questions that affects the g<J­
vernment of a country to settle men on the 
land so that they will become permanent 
settlers and wealth producers in this State. 
It is no satisfaction to a government to com­
pel a man to go into a scrub area and r':>t 
in five years counting the time when he will 
be able to sell out for a few hundred pounds 
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a11d get away. The desire should be to make 
him a permanent settler. 

::\lr. MACKINTOSH: Give him the freehold. 
Mr. GILLIES: Never mind the old gag 

about the freehold. When we have an op­
portunity we will give a man a lease, and 
make conditions so attractive that men will 
succeed on the land. We will not take 
rent from him as soon as he goes on the 
land, but will give him time to pay it. 
When a man pays £6 an acre for land, 
as he has to do in the Atherton Scrub, he is 
not able to pay rent straight away; in fact, 
no man is able to pay rent for five years if 
he takes up a scrub selection, and no Govern­
ment is justified in taking the rent out of 
his pocket and leaving him stranded on the 
land. It would be a better policy to ,;ive 
him the land for nothing. Another thing 
which works very well in New South Wales 
is the system of reappraisement. If a man 
takes up land at £5 or £6 an acre, and he 
1 hinke he has g·iven too much for it, he 
should be able to go to some tribunal :tnd 
have his rent reassessed. It is not right 
to make him forfeit the land if he finds out 
his r<'nt is too much. If he had the e>ppor­
tunity to go to some court, he might be 
able to make out a good case to get a reduc­
tion in the price. 

Mr. HAllliLTON : Suppose the court thinks 
he should pay more. 

Mr. GILLIES: Then he should nay more. 
I would like to see some provision introduced 
for establishing working men's blocks. A 
great deal has been said about the labour 
problem-and it is a problem-those who 
desire to employ labour-casual labour­
should make some provision to settle this 
labour near by. A man could be employed 
in the sus·ar districts for six months of the 
year, and the Government would be well 
advised to provide working men's blocks for 
these men on the Atherton tableland. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : Do you 
know that we are doing that? 

Mr. GILLIES: I am aware it has been 
talked of, but I learn from the Lands De­
partment that it will require fresh iPgi.s!a­
tion. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : It is done 
in the sugar districts. 

:.rr. G1LLIER: I lnlo'x it is in operation 
in thP sn:. a.r districtF, but I would like to. 
se-e it done in the Atherton district. \Ve 
haYC\ an ideal climate there; it is the 
sanatorium for thP whole of Australia. It 
is 2,500 feet above the level of the sea, and 
it would be an ideal place for the establish­
ment of working- nwn's blocks. _\ man could 
Jive there ,.ith his v;ife and family, and when 
the ~~Ign r cruPhing ~>~at,;Jn ean1e on he could 
vo h the toastal districts in the sugar dis­
hi ~·ts alHl wmk till it was over. leaving his 
wife and fan1ily on tho small ·working n1an's 
bl<X'k of land which he has taken up. He 
will not want much la.nd, just suf!icl"ent to 
en.~ble him to keep a cow and grow l1is own 
vegdab:c•s and fruit, so long as he was in 
roadinc·o:) to go to the sugar farm when he 
was wanted. I am a farmer myself, and I 
know that there is a great difficulty that the 
farm0r has to contend with. and that is, that 
he cannot afford to pay for labour all the 
year round. 'With regard to the rail wny 
policy of the GoYernment, I am not going 
to condemn it. We have the great curse of 
centralisation in New South W,ales, and we 
do not want it, in Queensland, although it 
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is beginning to show itself here. Fortunat~ly, 
we are naturally favoured for decentralisa­
tion, as we ha.ve ports every few hundred 
miles along our coast, and we only w~nt 
railways from those ports t? connect with 
the hinterland behind them, m order to O!Jen 
them up. We would like to see all th·se 
ports link<Od up with the hinterland by n.e':ns 
of ra.ih• ays. I desire to see an alternative 
rout<> to the coast from the Atherton Table­
land. I am not committed to. any particular 
route but the time is not far distant when 

' the produce of that great district 
[10 p.m.] behind Cairns cannot be taken 

to port on one pair of rn.ik A 
great deal has been said 'about the contract 
svstem of building railways, and a great deal 
of money has been spent in making goo,? .the 
re:mlts of the contract system on the (;a1rns 
railway. During the last twelve .months ~he 
Government have spent £60,000 m repairipg 
that railway owing to l\1r. Robb's work havmg 
been so faulty. I am not going to say tha,t 
the work that has been clone there now IS 

not permanent, but I believe that one pair 
of rails will not for many years carry 
all the produce of the Cairns hinterland, 
and the Government would be wise to take 
steps to cause a survey to be made from 
Millaa Millaa to Mourilyan, and to Cook­
town or Port Douglas. I do pot .care to­
which port it goes, so long as It will open 
up good country. I was much disappointed 
at the reply the Secretary for Railways ~ave 
me the other day with regard to the M1llaa 
Millaa end Cedar Creek Railway ex­
tension. I want to impress on hon. mem­
bers on both sides the importance of curry­
ing out in the near future the railway from 
Ma!anda to J\lillaa MiHaa. There a:re 400 
or 500 settlers who have gone out bPvond 
the present terminus of the line on th.e 
definite promise of the Governme~t tpat this 
line would be construct-ed, and It mvolves 
grcM, hard'ship on those settle11S. ~f the 
Gov•,rnment are really in sympat~y with .t:he 
poor man on the land, they wii) certan~ly 
make an effort to carry out their pronuse 
to those selectors, and not only give ~hem 
the necP,sary connection with their holdmgs, 
but enablP them to become permanent 
se.ttlers. At present. the packing charges 
involve a taoc on every selector of from £15· 
to £20 per annum for the necessaries of life 
alone, to say nothing of ordinary com­
forts. Why should the Government 
hesitate about making this very necessary 
extension? It will open up one o~ t~e 
riche~t parts of Queensland, and It IS 
settled by people who are the . very best 
cia,.; of settlers I have come m contact 
with in anv part of Australia. I hope the 
Govern'.wnt will see the wisdom •. not or•ly 
of carrying out their obligatio~1S m C"onnec­
tion with this line. but they w1ll also W~ on 
with th~ line from Tumoulin to Cedar Creek, 
which is of equal importance and urgency. 
I now want to say 'a few words about the 
betterment svstem. I am not one of those 
who believe -in that system. I brlieve that 
the Government should a.ppoint, the ;<orn_e 
as they have done in other Stat:•, ": l u.bhc 
\Vorks Stanclin~ Commit.t·ee to '?qune u;to 
the merits and demerits of any railway wluch 
is asked for bv the people. The evidence 
should be laid before Parliament, and if the 
line is consicleted a payable one and it "ill 
develop country, it should be carried out 
without any guarantee from the people at 
all. I am associated with & party who aay-
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that the whole of the railways of the tltato 
should be financed and contTOlled by the 
t:itate as one great system. The betterment 
S,'rotem is unfair in this way, that it gi,es 
the lQ<\11 people who are called upon to g~Aar­
antee the> line no sav whatever as to where 
tho line shall go, ho,;; it shall be constructed, 
or how it is to be managed aftm it is lmilt. 
Ther., :+ould be no taxation without repre­
sentation. 

:\lr. HA11ILTON: They are allowed to say 
whethN they will have the line or not. 

Mr. GILLIES: I know that, but I ba:ievo 
in giving them some · voice in the matter 
Qf the construction and management of the 
ra!lway. I will say no more with regard to. 
ra1h' ay·, except to express the hope thtct 
tho Secretary for Railways will push on with 
tho t',,·o rail" a:yo ihat have been promi,•ed in 
my di3trict Every 1\linistBr who has visited the 
Atherton Tableland has ; ald tho people that 
they re<ognised the groat work they arc 
undertaki~:g in f.Bttling the country so far 
away from the centre" of civilisation, and 
they have led the people there to Lxpect 
sympathetic treatment from the Gov<Ornment. 
I hope they will keep their promises. The 
Premier has been there himself, and he knows 
the conditions. As Secretary for Lands he 
made available more land on the Atherton 
T,ableland than any other Secretary for 
I..~a.nds, and I am sure that he is fully PDlzed 
with the importance of not only makin~ land 
available, but of enabling the settlers to he­
come permanent WBalth producers. The 
Secretary for Agriculture is regarded in that 
district as the white-haired boy of the 
Cabinet, because he certainly has do.no some­
thing. for the district. He has given us an 
expenmental farm. Every supporter of the 
Gov<Ornment, when he starts to tell you wl:at 
the Government have done for Ath"rton, 
says, "First of all, they gave us the experi­
mental farm," a.nd then he pauses for a 
while and Fays, "And they promised us th€ 
Millaa ::\Iillca railwa:i.'' The Secretary for 
Ar,"riculture carried oUt his promise in rCgard 
to the experimental farm, and I believe he 
intBnds to fulfil the promise he made me 
that he will c1rry out experiments in eugar 
culture. As a practical sug·ar grower, I am 
quite convinced that sugar will grow on the 
tableland. \Vhen that part of the country 
is, devoted to dairying and sugar growing 
we shJ 1 \rt•t rid of on€ of the curses of the 
North--the Chinaman. It will not be my 
fault if sugar is not grown there, and I hcpo 
the hon. gentleman will ca.rry o.ut his pru­
mise in such a way as to demonstrate be­
yond a shadow of a doubt that sugar can b€ 
commercially grown there. I do not 3~V that 
the GovernrHent would be justifir,! in r,;,tting 
a mill there befo.rc thBy find out whether 
sn;:ar < ,-n be grown at a profit. 

:\Ir. LENNON: Y au need not l'e u larm~d 
about that. (Laughter.) 

Mr. GILLIES: This experiment can only 
oo carried out by putting in from 5 to 10 
acre' of approved varieties on the State 
farm and sendin~ the cane to the Mulgrave 
Mill or some other mill to have it crushBd 
so that the actual sugar content can be as­
oortained. Now, thB Minister for Education, 
I hope, will carry out his duty to the children 
of tho pioneers of the Atherton Tableland­
that is, to establish Stat" schools at all the 
oontres of population. I havB several re­
quests to make for the establishmDnt of 
schools-one at 1'11alanda, and at various 
other places where settlement is springing 

up, and wherB largB towns will come into 
existence in the near future. I hope the 
;yJinister will anticipate some of the progress 
that is going to be made there, and th::t 
he will not stint the expenditure of pubho 
monev in a district like the Atherton Table­
land." 

A GoVERNMENT MEMBER: You have only 
been thew lately. 

Mr. GILLIES: I have been there long 
enough to find out the poss~bilitic9 of that 
district-to find out that the 1\orth of Queens­
land is going to be the greatest part of 
Australia. 'l'he actual ext<Ont of the scrub 
ar<Oas on the Atherton Tableland is yet un­
known but I haYe it on the word of the 
Minist~r for Railwa;ys that it is 30 miles 
wide by 100 miles long. That area IS equal 
to carrving a population as large as the 
total population of Queensland at the pr~sent 
timD and the Government should not hesitate 
to ,.pend mono}- to encourage those pBople 
who have gone out into the W1ldern~ss to 
develop that country. l hope thD adv1ce of· 
the hon. rnembz·r for Bundaberg wil.l be. fol­
lowed by the Minister for Educatwn with 
regard to his treatment of the teachers. 
State school teachers are engaged in the 
greatest work-in the work of moul~mg the 
charactBrS of the future mt1zens of thiS coun­
try--and too much consideration cannot be 
giv(~n to those \vho are prepared to enter 
the Education Department, m order that 
\Ve may secure the very best men and won1.en 
in tho State for that work. 1 \ras very much 
disappointed as an Australian to hear that 
the Queensland Government quite recently 
fBlt called upon to import ten teachers from 
the old country, while we havD m Qll;eens­
]and men and women capable and willmg 
to enter this branch of the service if the 
conditions are only made attractive to them. 
I hope the Minister will not stmt thD ex­
pBnditure in this m;,ttcr. Ed1:catwn IS the 
most important of all questions, . because 
ignorance is the root of all eviL The 
Labour party are great believe~s in fr<Oe, 
compulsory, and secular educatwn. They 
realise that as soon as the peoplB beeo!lle 
educatnd they will all be found supportmg 
the Labour party. (Government laughtBr.) 
I do not think I nBed td-ke up much more 
time. 

Mr. PETRIE: I do not think so. 
~1Ir. GILLIES: I ho~e I have n~t. hurt 

!he han. mernb~er's feclmgs m anytmng I 
have said, becaus' it is m:,· desire .t~ go 
through !if, •. while yoicing my own op1n10ns, 
without treading on the wrns of p.ople who 
have difhrDnt politir:tl opinions to myself. 
Amongst some of my personal friends a!''! to 
be found some of my bitterest pohtwal 
opponents. It is yery im~oriant that _we 
should h~ ve difference of opmwn m )Johtwal 
matters; only b:;- difference of ornnwn can 
vee make any progress. I shall alV\ ays speak 
straight while I am here, but I ~hall alwac;s 
endeavour to do FO in a \\ay whwh will not 
hurt anv man's feBlings. One hon. member 
opposiu; had a good _deal t~ say. about the 
claims of tlw Rural Workers Umon, and he 
insinua!ed that the Labour party were res­
ponsible for the claims. 

Mr. PETRIE: So they are. 
Mr. GILLIES : So they are ; and . the 

Labour party are responsible for the strikes 
too, arB they not? If there was no La~our 
part.y at all, not only would we have stri~es, 
but "wD would have rural workers' umons 
also. Let me remind hon. members who 
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endea .-our to gull the people that the claim 
has not become law, and tho emplovers have 
the right ·to make out a cMn before an 
impartial tribunal. If they make out a good 
case, the rural "·orkers' claims will not be­
come Ia'.•; but if the rural workers make out 
a ;;oo'l c~,se, the rural workers' claim will 
become law. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTcRE : How 
would you get on in Atherton? 

Mr. GILLIES: Tho farmers in Atherton 
are intelligent enough to know that good 
wages are nee~ ·'ary for the expansion of 
their ind11ctries. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : Could 
th •y pc·.y them: 

l\lr. GILLIES: Take the butter industry. 
Some of c:1e spe.1kor .. have said that the 
but~er industry depends for its future de­
velopmcmt on ihe London market. In 
Enf,land to-dGy ihere ar.•· 13,000,000 on 
the Yergo of starvation. If these people 
wer.-· ge+tin,; decent wages, would they not 
lee aHe to u .• 0 good Australian butter. The 
dairy farmer will realise that without good 
''ages his industry must go to the \vall. It 
doc.-· .not matter what industry a man ie 
engaged in, if he is a pwducnr he must be 
a believer in fair conditions. It appears to 
me thc.t the me" who condemn the Labour 
party, and cay they are adYocates of big 
\Vag·es, tho policf of the other part:7 bciug 
a policy of nc;::ath·-~~, they mu:.t be advo­
cates of lo1v '"r ,-~{ ¥, Th.J L,~bour party';.: 
objl ,_.tiYc i~ the c;·uri~.g of th £-~11 results 
of their :"1c>.r~try to all prorluL,:·l :·-not to 
a c··ri~in sr• i;on, bnt to nU 0_,_ctions. I-- .o 
the fur" ·T a producer? 

Th~' SECRETARY FOR AGRICl!LTFRE: Th<: hon. 
mf'1lber for Leichhardi. to-night was advo­
cating a r< cluction ir, the co·,t of food. 

:\lr. GILLIFS: \Vhilc the Lab ,ur pa1; .­
sfa:?d for f:(:>nt condition8, they aha r:: and 
for ch.~rcp , ; and I take it that the p,uly 
opposltL--\Yho hv Inferc~lC'<l ad1nit th:~~ th~J\ 
stand for lo·-.:.r ~,'\,'fl r e;:: -ah:o stand for dea'r 
la:<l· We _b .]i,cyr in makins; the land cheap 
and ac:.> <;.~ ·hh) LJ th'_c pLople who d·~Riro t) 
u:,-_,_ it~not t,, :nud\:0 it d0ar in ord0,· t-1 fill 
thP ":Jck !: of the' land sp.culator-and anv 
law whi<·h will o;i;'e the land user th: fuil 
r,<nil;:.. of hi,:; 1 .;\honr and Pl~··J c~y· .... ·n land 
'<'ill nr '· "ait th.' land CC10culator. The in: 
terAsts of the~·'· f\\·o inJivldtEd'. a.r(• diatnotri­
caE: op~oscd. It is a difficult thing io 
scrye hl:o mast;>rs. If the P''rty opposite 
behevc. IL )no, pmg up tho pric~ of land iu 
;>,rdor tba+,. the_.J~;1d spec1iiator rna~~-.- g(t bi"; 

pound or ftC'"h, then t~.Hv co:rt::.unly can-
n?t give US a C0r-tdition of vi:hiD':!S thtt ;vill 
s:n-e the bont, fidn bnd U,,·:r UC< 'J to the 
land on the easi0st po <:'ib1o condition··. I 
a 'H not f'Jing to taler up the time of tho 
II?,Uv!<! b:· .... 111,-:ldr>£- 1onr roferonce to t3113 
Rtnkc.. \Ve h~,d Rtrikc for brt·:tkf--.st, :<riJ ; 
for dnJ:nc:·, and ~-"rike for tea dnrirlO" u~­
<>lcdie:- ; '' cld '.V havo had practical!; no­
thL g but sL·iko F;nce wo 1net in this Chitm­
h_·T; &nd ,,-e hall have strih:·'"' ar-·ain wh· ·1 

th~ Bill is unclc·r consideration;~ ·· o I am 
gom)J' to r•:e ·rve practically all I have to 
f•:tY on _the '1attor until the Bill is befor., 
us. I Just want. to say1 hoy;·over, that no­
body deplores stnkes more than I do. The 
P.arty I am ":s~oc!ated with have the prin­
ciple of conmhatwn and comnulsorv arbi­
tration . on their platform; a~d th~ party 
advocatmg that principle cannot be advo· 
cates of strikes. It has been said, and it 
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has been bclieYed by many worthy people, 
that Labour in politics is responsible for 
strikes. I just want to ask those gentle­
men \lho take up that attitude how it is 
that the greatest strike that ever took place 
in Australia "\vas before there "\Va.J a single 
Labour man in Parliament. Even if it were 
possible to annihilate every Labour man in 
politics in ow d:ty, instead of strikes being 
rt duced, there would be greater industrial 
trouble than ever, because the r ·.rty that 
stands for vested intere"ts, trusts, and com­
bines w<mld rem riot, and there would be 
somethin[; like civil war. I think the La­
bJur party's proposal for conciliation and 
compulsory arbitration is the only method 
of bring·ing cm.ploycr and omploy•:e Llgether 
and rC'ducing i~.:.du;;trial trouble to a mini­
mum. I do not think I need ,,ay any more 
on this qulstion to-night. I 'vill have some-
thin:.; f J , r• rd:ing- th," ,\-..rc ,tt n1ining 
indu "Lty \';hen LiJls are t.3ing con· 
:::ldored, J":~d I 1.vill c r:<- 'C~'1 with f.r) hope 
tlL t thn Trcucuror will rc0o:,·;ider his 
dec· -ic•fl with J ~ard ... , central milL in th•.' 
~-~orth, and give tho :House an r 'Jurance 
before many hom that he will :·ield to the 
lJl"l · SUl'" a~d t:~e lo~ic lnough4. f.J bear 011 

hit .. l ar:d carry out t!lo pro111ises J:1ade by 
lC>ponsible Mini ·t. r.: '" thP ppople in the 
North of Qu ·0n- :~ .d. (Hear, hear!) 

~1r. LUKE (liubigny): It gives me great 
pleasure to compliment the han. member for 
Gym pi and the han. J 1embor for Bow<en on 
the able manner in which they moHlll and 
seconded the Adclrr,, in Reply. l Jhink the 
new members on the other side ha vo sh<'wn 
that there are many able ·peak 1'.3 1-h?re; 
and I hope that when Bills are being dis­
cussed, the party feeling, which is very high 
o.-er this industrial trouble, will be sunk, 
so that we may get on with the business of 
the country, and pass legislation that will 
be usoful to the xising generation. \Vith 
regard to the railway administration, I cbini{ 
the Government arc doing their best to'W arcls 
developing this vast State; and I wa;; sur· 
prised at the way in which members ol the 

. Opposition opposed the proposal to increase 
the rate of interest on loans to be raised, 
because we must have monr-y to c:crry out 
railways that have been passed. And if 
loans are not ndsed, many of the wage­
earners will not have the employment thart 
can be giYen when loan money is available 
for public works. I have to compliment the 
:Mini,ter for Agriculture on the able wa~· in 
which he administers his department. I 
think he has shown that he intends to run it 
on business lines. He hns done away with 
f!l(A ,·,~rt Tj ·ner:·-\·, 1 far1n" \Yhich vvere not pay­
ing, and which ha vo n"'t attained the object 
for which they were es+ctblished. I ·feel con­
fident that the Minister's new ide.'t of having 
lecturers is going to do a gre:tt deal more 
good than the n:perimental farms. I think 
the Gatton Collerre is too elaborate, because 
the people there' have the Treasury behind 
thf3m, and vory fe\v farn1ers ha VB the capital 
to invest in the latest improved implements. 
The Minister sees that; and his idea is to 
get a principal for the college who will con­
duct it on sound business lines. It is not a 
question of salary; but we should get the 
b ... :t possible man to run the college. Our 
education sys+<~m stands quit" as high as 
ahnost anv educ., tion svsten1 in Australia, 
and is carried out in a ve;'Y high-cia·,~ manner. 
The hon. member for Eacham tall<>od about 
teachers being brought out and put above the 
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~eads of our own teachers. My idea is that 
m many S~ates education has been neglected 
to a cert.am extent because it does not re­
turn a ?n~ct revenue; but we should not 
look a.t rt. m that light; we should consider 
th':'t rt rs of the greatest. value to our 
chrldr,;n. (Hcar, hear!) I agree with the 
hon. mcr:1bcr for Eacham that many of the 
teachers m outsid.e districts do not get the 
salary we would lrke to p:ty them. In many 
cc.s~s. the. reaso;:t for the salary not being 
~ullicrent Is the Increased cost of living. The 
mc~eascd .nst of production brought about 
by mdu.,crral legislation is the cause of many 
of those teachers not being able to live on 
the saJaries which would keep thE ·n wmfort­
able m the past. The Labour p::u·tv have 
abandoned one plank; and it is one t~ which 
members. ~n this side a.rxree-narnely, equal 
opportumtres for all. lY1E,.tbers opp Jsite have 
told us repe.atc.•lly that they advorate prefer­
ence to um~msts; th0r-·fore they Lre pre­
parllq to legr_slate fur only one class. I say 
that rf there Is to be any preferucce it should 
be ~reference to indu ·cry, and noi to any 
partrcular cia's or union or bodv of men. 
I started as a wage-earner and~ n1v sym­
pathies are with tho wage:oarncrs ; ' but I 
have always held the political vim'' I hold 
now; and I will continue to hold those views. 
I ha':e accumulated a certain amonnt by my 
own mdustry; !'':d I ?o Eot Fee why I should 
be asked to drvrde rt wrth the first loafer 
that comes along. I want it for my,mlf and 
for my wife and children. As· a local 
authority delcg·ate, I wish to compliment 
the Home Secretary on the very nice way in 
which he entertained the deles-ates at St. 
I-f elena; b'~lt I cLnnoi su~,·, like the han. 
member f?r Each:·:,-r, that I would Jik._• to go 
there agau_. I VISited the place c\S a guest; 
but. I ha~·(_\ no wj qh, a 9 he ha 'J, to go there 
ag am. 1 belong to tho rural producers. 

I am a farmer and dain·man­
[10.30 p.m.] one of the class whom s:Upport-

ers of the Opposition call "teat­
pullers"--(Iaughter)-and I am proud to be­
lon;:-,- to t}J,, ... cla:.,;:;. They are honest and in­
duetrious men, and treo,t their children in a 
better w.Iy than the rural "orkers say they 
do. The rural workers tell us that we are 
not to employ our children until thev arc 
fifteen years of age. I would invite "mem­
bers of tho Opposition to come wich me next 
\Vednesday to c,,o-y's Neo,t, :mel I vrll show 
them children who work in the dain· and J 
do not think they will find a healthi,;r', better 
lot of children anywhere in the State. The 
MiJ>ister for Agriculture c:1n endorse what 
I say, because he knows the di,trict We'll. I 
thirk Aubigny holds the record for children 
or if not it is verv clam to it. There is on~ 
family of twenty-five, all of the same name, 
who are on the Aubigny roll. 

An OPPOSITION }\lE~:B.--R: Do they Yote La­
bour? 

;r. Ll~l(E: Y-c..,; ;~1oy :Jl vote Labour. 
If bon. _:_nl' 1bcrs oppo6ite paid a visit to 
th1t dir 4Tir·t tl.._fy \:ould f1·1d <J _Ilple proof 
that we dairyrH rr do JOt sweat our children, 
and I would sugg.Jst to those hon. mernLn·s 
that if they r-ave up pullii,g tho legs of the 
work. rs of this State, and took to "teat 
pulling" it would bo bdt -r for Queensland. 
(L:,ughter.) 

:::\1r. LAND (IJalonne): I ha,·c P,1refullv 
pcnLoed the, Governor's Spe,,ch, but I call'­
not say /ha.t l am di~appointod with it, 
~ecause ~ drd not e:cpect much. I do not 
mtend to wade through the whole of tho 

Speech, but I should like to ref, r to one 
or two matters mentioned in it and to some 
of tho Bills enumerated. In the firct para­
graph I find tht":e words-

'; In consequence of t.he rec. ~1t bene­
fiumt rains it is hig;,ly proL:1ble that 
th) State will be fa', oured wi,h a con­
tinuance of the re uurkablc pro.~perity 
it has c :1joyed for 1,·:an:;T uccE:<·sive 
years." 

~ n~\ ·__:r _reJ.nc ~11~-:r, in th- hj -tory of f,~lH?'':· JS­

lanc, ntln CJlnine_' at a 1 ~ore opportu1 tuue 
to avert a ver-~' ~Teat cl2 .. •;;.,L· r. I han~ tra~ 
vel!cd a good· clc',.J in ~he co ur. .-,~, and to 
giYc Lon. n1e.!nbc'cS ,L.n·:. idea c( tile f· ... ::.,te 
in '\Vhi<:h it '·T <;; b,. ~ore thr 1. -.,. /· L ilL

1 
I 

may m0ntion that in r:.y district there \;'ere 
on2y t:;'o drinkiug pla( ··~ for . dht·cH ·' of 
llu nTL.:.•s along thE' n1a1n ro-:t\.' v e at 10 
n1iles ar ... J tb-:_. oH-~·r tt. , -1 th.'~ 
remainder of the journey wa.~ \ViL.uout , ny 
water. The reason I refer partir Jarly to 
this question is t],at I con~ider it i" the duty 
of the Governrnent to go in for a S.J . ten1 of 
water conservation. Nov; is the tirne to 
initiate such a scheme, as we ha.-e had splen­
did rains, and I ruppose c.-cry waterholo in 
Queensland is fu!I to-day. I do not, at this 
juncture, advocate water f">'"'n.<ervation for 
irrigation purposes. I hold that in view of 
the large amount of morey we aro spending 
on the construdion of railways to open up 
the country, it i" absolutely neccss. ry to pro­
vic!,, roads to th,-, ;-, railways, bocaw" if we 
do not provide roads and "a tor for the pub. 
lie we c:mnot P,\:]lcct t·],-. lines to pay. I do 
not think there is any great chanc" of get­
ting an iwprovement in our methods of 
wa+~r conservution in Quec,nsland while our 
hide-bound hydraulic de;:>artment existp. as 
it is. \Ve must fir.>t do Fomc~hing to alter 
the r•tanagcment of that depar+ment. The 
Government ha.-o plenty of oppo:'tunities 
to conserve \vatPr, bE'cause we ha~. cr.-nks 
and rivorP, and any quantit~- of eountry 
in which ark .i..tn water is Pasilv obtained; 
and it would be a great boon to th,, State 
if th<e Treamrcr and :Minist<'l' for Lands 
would take stcF to institute immodia"d.' a 
syctem of wcctcr conscrvati"n for tlu benefit 
of Quecr-,dand. With regard to the Bills 
enumerated in the Governor's Speech, I wish 
to p,>,y a word or two about the Industrial 
Peac0 BilL I should have liked to havo 
seen this n1eaf:>Ul''' £ran1ed sorne'\Yhat on the 
lines T,'hich i"· t'r!A indic~tes, but I must 
say that now thal I have seen the Bill I 
am disappointed with its provisions. I am 
certain from '''Y own experie'Jcc that the 
pPople of Qm "'1SL nd do not desire strikes. 
I dread strikes, and would do anything 
in hlY power to avoid a etrike. I have 
never met a n1an or \Von1an who vvished to 
go on strike. Every one with whom I am 
acquainted who hns engaged in a strike 
has don~ so bec;mse the strike was forced 
upon him. A good way to avoid strikes is 
to adopt compulsory conciliation and arbi­
tration, and I had hoped that the Govern­
ment would have taken action in that direc. 
tion with a view of securing industrial 
peace. At any rate, I thought they would 
have introduced a bettnr measurA than that 
which has bt"3n placed befo1·e the House. 
Another measure I wish to refer to briefly is 
the Bill to amend the Elections Act. In 
travr·IIing through the length and breadth 
of Queensland I find that many persons who 
are qualified for enrolment are not on the 
roll. It is very important that the Govern-

llfr. Land.] 
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u;ent ohould introduce legislation to pro­
ndc that everyone who is qualified shall 
ha.-e his name on the electoral roll. I find, 
also, that many people who have been on 
the el<>ctoral roll and who have never be­
come disqualified have had their names 
omitted from the roll. Matters of that kind 
should be looked into. I hop<> wh,,n the 
Elections Bill comes before the House that 
it will be a liberal and up-to-date mea-ure. 
I "-ould like to maim refcrenc·> to the 
~iquor Bill. Before the old Liquor Bill was 
mtroduced last year the Premier promised 
the Church, he promi,od the temperance 
people, he promised the licensed victuallers­
In fact, he prornisod cYeryone in Queens­
land th, t he would intro~uo3 and pass an 
up-to-date Liquor Reform Bill. I never saw 
a grcau:r failure of a Bill than that Bill 
which wa' introduced and passed through 
this Hou~e last year. I think that that 
Liquor Bill JYas a good deal the cau.<c of 
the election b0ing brought on wh-m it was. 
I do not think the Premier had any right 
to gd a diseolution when he did. It was 
not a fair thing, in tho first plac0, to nwm­
bers of this House, and it was not a fair 
thing to the people of Queensland either. 
\Vithin the last <:ight years we haYo had 
no los': than fiyo general elections. Some 
of those elections were brought about by 
trcaclwry on tho part of some of the leaders. 
It is a very wrong thing that the Premier 
should have brought about an election when 
he did. The Police Offences and Summary 
Jurisdiction Bill is an old friend of ours..:_ 
we ha YC s~cn it before. If it is the same 
Bill, I hop.- that we will get an opportumtv 
of knocking it into shape. The Bill that 
was introduced last year was a disgrac:• to 
any country. I was anxious to see a Trade 
Disputes Bill plae,od on th" programme for 
this sec. ion, as we want such a Bill pas ,ed 
to Pnablo tlw unionists throughout thi•. State 
to earn· on their business without any fric­
tion. \\rith regard to our immigration sys­
tem. I do not agree with thf' method adopted 
by the Go.v,,rnmcmt for bringing people 
here. In the country districts you can fir:d 
n1any rncn who are natives of this countrv 
-fairly aged men, as well as voun~ men..:_ 
knocking about looking for something to do 
and unable to get it. You will also find 
ncwchums taking their places at a lower 
ra~e of w3:ges. It is a wrong thing to 
brrng· ·workrng men and \vomen into :his 
country at the taxpayers' expense-at the 
exp6nse of th0 working men hero-to com. 
pete against them in the manner in which 
they are doing. Not onlv that but due 
consideration is not given · in th~ selection 
of th···3e men as to their character and 
health. IY<> find aft<>.r they land hf'rP ihat 
n~any of them ar0; sufferin~r from consump­
twn and other diFoases. IV e find men in 
our charitable institutions who have not 
bc0n j,, the C"ountry t"·o!v0 months. That is 
a mistake. IYith regard to our railwav 
system, although there is a !lOOd deal ,;f 
talk about our railways and the way they 
pay •. and .how. th0v are managed, sufficient 
c'?nsi.derahon IS not given to the country 
distrwtF. A lot of pconle who liv0 in Bris­
bane. have railways at thei1· doors, and have 
the br-•t cars and the v<:ry brst conveniences. 
and they hav·.- a greatr1· adv;mtage than 
thE' P\oplc in th: countrv haw. The people 
who ln-p long distances from the coa't have 
to pay high rates for freights and fares and 
r>ot suffi0i<mt consideration is given to them. 
I would like to say a word or two about 
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the proposed railway to St. Georg?. (Hear, 
hear !) This railway has been agitated for 
for a number of years, and it can now be­
conrwcted with the Southern line with a rCLiJ­
way 38 miles in length. There is good land 
there, and it is high and dry, and the people 
of St. George have be'm advocating for this 
railway for years. I have been ende~v:our­
ing to get a start made, but the Mmister 
for Railways will not promise to have a 
survey made. He oays he is not able to 
get surveyors to do the work. _ That i& 
a poor cxcu-=-·':" to n1ako in conncctwn ·wrth a 
small branch railway. There is no doubt 
that it would be a good paying line:-. It is 
a di,grace to any man in the pHitron of 
lYlinislc>r for Railways to s.cy that ho cannot 
get a man to survo;- a line 38 . miles m 
length. It \Yould be much better If ~e >aid 
straio-ht ou" that he would not bmld th 
linP." I haYc al-o advocated the building of 
a lirv from Cunnamulla to Bourke_ I no­
ticed during th•· rec0nt dry '·PCII that thl!ro 
w0r0 stock in greet numbers in that portwn 
of the di-.trict. They were cut off from the 
Brisbane J,1o.rket, as the Bri.cbanc market 
was flooded. There was no chancP of get­
ting rid of them, and it wa, too dr_,. 10 
travel OYPrland to Bourke. Consequently 
ma.ny of th,- n got poor and died owing ta 
th0 scarcitv of gra"' and water. If the Go­
vorn!nent - connected Cunnamulla with 
Bourke it would be a good thing not only 
for that district. but for everyone .in the 
IV cstc rn part of Queensland. 

Mr. FIHELLY: Good for the Common­
wealth. 

::Y1r. LAND: It v;ou!J be good for the­
Commomveulth, too. Although there has 
been a dry spell there has been a great de­
mand for land out there in both the St. 
Ge-orge .md Cunnamulla land agents' dis­
trict-'. Notwithstanding the drought, people 
have been unable to get land. I notice that 
''hen land is thrown open the lessee of 
the run is allov.:cd to u~o the gras 7' and v\ ater 
on th•- land. I do not se•- wh'· the successful 
applice.nts for land shou!a have to wait so 
long for their occupation license, and while 
they arc wait-in<:!' tho old !esse•' is allowed to 
hold the gras:. m that country. I have not 
approached the Minister on the subject lately, 
but from corrnpondence I have had with t.he 
department it se2ms to me that the fault Ires 
in ; iving an occ'Jpation license that extends 
beyond the time that the land is selected. 
\Vhen we weHt- into rP::<'oS at Christmas time 
'Ye quih underst<Jocl that we were coming 
harl: cc.rly in January, and on that occasion 
we were assured bv the Premier that we 
would be ~ailed together e s early as possible 
after 9th April to' c:onsider i.he ·r,iquor Bill. 
IV e werp aP.'ured there would be a s<>sFion 
before the di;Jolution of Pa-rliament. In 
place of that, we had to go to the country. 
I do not think that what happened with 
regard to the strike had anything to do with 
Parliament not meeting. The Premier should 
ha"v" kept the promise he made not only to 
this Honse but io the people of Queensland. 
Before I refer to the strike I would like to 
say a few words with r<>ference to m:v friend' 
and colleague the hon. member for Warrego. 
Some persons have malio:ned the hon. mem­
ber in an untruthful and cowardly manner. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: Now, is it possible? 

Mr. BowMAN: Yes, quite. 

Mr. LAND: I have known the hon. mem­
ber lor over twenty years, and have always. 
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known him to be a hard-working man and 
a man highly respected by all with whom he 
was associated. 

The HoME SECRETARY: Why he said he has 
been on strike all his life. 

:1\lr. LAND: The han. member has always 
taken a very promment part in union 
matters. Even before he was an honorary 
delegate he was organiser to the Aus­
tralian Workers' Union, and I have been 
at sheds with him where there has been 
trouble, and I have always known him do 
his utmost to a void strikes. In his en­
deavour to keep his family I have known 
him boycotted by Western pastoralists. · He 
has been victimised and blacklisted. I 
speak as I do with reference to my colleague 
because I. have heard so many things said 
agamst him that I know to be untrue. His 
acquaintances in the West are proud of him 
for the fearless manner in which he acted 
throughout the Brisbane strike. During my 
election oampaign I had occasion t'? say, as 
I have always said, that I dread stnkes, and 
th':t I have done all I co.uld to prevent 
str~ke~, but I wo.uld never vote to deprive 
umomsts of the nght to strike. I believe it 
IS our dut.y to get conciliation and arbitra­
tio?, !'nd to get an up-to-date Act by which 
umomsts can get a square deal but you can­
not avoid strikes. A great n;,mber of the 
pe'?Pl<; of Queem.land are very strong 
umomsts. 'Vhat has been said with reference 
to the Laho ur party in conn(lctio;n with 
strikes is only intended to throw dust in the 
eyes of the eloctor, and to get support for 
the Government side. The Premier should 
never have advised the Government to apply 
for the military. If yon can get a better 
behaved lot of people than the people of Bris­
bane I have never been able to see them 
The Government. have made a great fns~ 
over the Comnusswner of Pohcc~a man who 
has J:leen hoisted up by the ears. And what 
was It done for? Only for political purpose•. 
There are people in Queensland who hold 
the opinion that the CommieRioner should not 
hold the position ho does, and my opinion is 
that he ought to be "doing time." 

T.he TREASURER: You ought to take your 
hat off to him. · 

Mr. LAND: I ought to do nothing of the 
sort. I reali,e that, if there was a striKe 
among the shearers, and the Commissioner of 
Police, backed up by the Government took 
the action he took. in Brisbane, you 'would 
not havB been able to prevent bloodshed. 
The people's representatives make the laws, 
and the people 'hould obey them, and I 
would assist the Government to maintan law 
and order; hut I believe that in this instance 
the Government incited the people to do 
whatever little harm may have been done in 
Brisbane, and that they exceeded their duty 
altogether. In 1891, the permanent police 
throughout: Queensland were considered to 
be quite competent to keep order during that 
strike, but owing to the misrepresentations of 
the Press and agitations which were got up, 
they hronght out the militarv. That was not 
considered S11fficient, and special con,.t,otbles 
were enrollr d, without clue cons;deration for 
their character or ability to fill tho position. 
I consider the same thing happened the other 
day. There were special constables enrolled 
in the CommiR<~ioner'e office without any con­
sideration as to character. It was ·stated 
in the district I represent that some of the 
worst cla,~es of men on the face of the earth 
were enrolled as special constable•. 

The HOME SECRETARY : You do not believe 
that. 

Mr. LAND: I moved a resolution the 
other day that the names, addresses, and 
occupations of the special constables should 
be given to the House. 

The HOME SECRETARY: It is not likely we 
are going to give you that. 

Mr. LAND: I do not believe you can get it. 
ThB HoME SECRETARY: You would submit 

them to " moral suasion"-" peaceful picket· 
ing." 

Mr. LAND: It may have been a very good 
thing that you enrolled some of them as 
special constables, as otherwise they wight 
have been doing damage out in the streets, 
for which the unionists would have been 
blamed. I have a list of names here of men 
who I have been told were amongst the 
special constables enrolled in the Commis­
sioner's office, of which the Home Secretary 
is the head. I was told there were convicts, 
wife beaters, wife deserters, seducers, pimps, 
and spies of all descriptions. 

The HOME SECRETARY : I thought you 
claimed them all on your side. (Laughter.) 

Mr. LAND : It is the duty of the Govern­
ment to look after the lives and limbs and 
property of the people of this State, and it 
has been said that this class of people were 
being enrolled. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: They behaved them­
selves, didn't they? 

The HOME SECRETARY : Any murderers 
amongst them ? 

Mr. LAND: Would the hon. member, if 
he was leaving home, and wanted protection 
for his wife and family, would he pick this 
class of people? Would he not make sure 
of the characters of the people that he left 
in charge of his family? Is it not just as 
much the duty of the Home Secretary to 
look after the interests of the people of 
Queensland, and see that those who are 
placed in that position are people of good 
character? 

The HOME SECRETARY: Does the hon. mem­
ber bona fide allege that those were the 
characters of the special constables? 

Mr. LAND: No, I am not going to answer 
that-I am going to leave you to answer that. 

The HOME SECRETARY: You arB not game 
to stigmati"e them bona fide as being of 
that character, and you know it. 

Mr. LAND : The Home Secretary asks me 
if I a,llege that this is the class of men that 
he enrolled. I told him that amongst them 
were that cia" of ucn. I know that the men 
enrolled wen' not all of th€l class stated here. 
I ''mnted to know the names, addrcsoes, and 
occupations, not for myself, but for the 
people who asked me in the district that I 
represent. It is the duty of the Home Sec­
retary to prove that this class of men were 
not enrolled. 

The HOME SECRETARY: You prove that they 
were. 

Mr. L~\.ND : I£ you take up the position 
that you are prepared to enrol a, ?lass of 
men I have mentioned here as speCial con­
stables, to look after the welfare of the 
people of Queensland, that is your respon­
sibility, not mine; I would not do that. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I say we did not. 
Mr. LAND : I challenge the Home Sec­

retary to prove that. He 9annot prove that 
some of these names are not correct. 

Mr .. Land.] 
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The HOME SECRETARY : Do you allege that 
they de~erted your party, and came over to 
us as sp1es? 

Mr. LAND : It is all very well for the 
~orne Secretary to try and evade the ques­
tl<;m. I. have charged the han. gentleman 
w1th. bmng the head of a department which 
e:uoll~d S[ccnal constable'' amongst whom 
were mcludod ·•orne in the list I have read 
out. 

l'vir. WALKER (Cooroora): I have had a 
great deal of pc.tien.:,e, but my turn has come 
at !ast. I am Yery pleased with the way in 
wh1?h the. new members have acted this 
sesswn. \Ve have heard som'l remarkably 
good SJ?oechc ·:,_ 4nd. I hope as time ;;-oes on 
they w1ll contmue m that strain. \Ve have 
had a verl fine _programme of work put be­
fore us th1s s-·:sswn, and one similar to wha.t 
we have had on previous ocu .. \sion.J 6-onl this 
~overnm~nt, and I have no hesitation in sL.-;­
mg th~t 111 three years' time the people will 
appreCla!e, ~ur efforts in putting thrcmgh 
th1s legis:atwn m the same manner that 
they. have dono in the past, by r··iurning 
us With a large majority. (Hear, hear!) I 
":t•· very much mterested in the spc·· ch of 
the h~m. 1nember for Eacham. After liskning 
to him and hearing his criticism of the 
Treasury benches from one end to the other 
you could only come to one conclusion-that 
Queensland was not altogether a fit place for 
a man to come to. 

Mr. GILLIE'>: The place is all right; it's 
the men who are in it. 

M:. WALKER : The hon. member must 
admit that the place is a good place to come 
to, when you take into consider,ttion that he 
~as only be-"n here soma twelve monthe, and 
1s now a member of Parliament. 

?:Jr. GILLIES: I neYer said a \~·ord ;_tg~~.n ·t 
the State. 

1\Ir. WALKER: He also spoke about the 
lack of administr;;tion in the _v;erious dcpart­
mr:ltc-, and tLe ''ant of railwav facilities 
more na ticularly in the Athe;ton Scrub' 
whici1 he "aid vas the best place in QuePns: 
land. 

Mr. GILLIES: So it is. 

',Jr. W.\LKEH: iVt: have many places in 
Que>~ ,] nd ju t as good as tho Atherton 
Scrub. 

:'.h-. GILLIES: ·where an) they? 

Mr. WALKER: The Blackall Range is 
equally_ good. Fortuna tel;- f~:n- Qnoensland, 
we hav: war-· good distncts; and the 
trouble m regard to railway concrruction is 
where to put rail'' <tys and how to find the 
money to build _them. The hon. rr:ember 
also spoke of tho large aroao of land locked 
up and not .s-·t' led; and a little while after· 
wards he sard we should h:we 10-acre blocks 
fo: v;orkmcm. The hon. member put me in 
mma o~ a fu,rmer who saw three strong 
men domg such excellt nt work on a road 
that he congratulated them and said, "M:ay 
you wo•-k 01: the road all your lives." Evi­
dently 

1
hG w;mts men to work on the c-ttne. 

fiG!d a.] their lives, and he would let th8 m 
have these 10-acre blocks to work as WGI!. 

Mr. GILLIES: I did not say that. 

.~fr. iYAJ;KER: I rose principally to deal 
Wl~h , two. Items,_ namG!y, th,J mining and 
dau-ymg mdustnes. I consider that in our 
programme of work we should have a Bill 
to control the dairying industry. A great 
deal has be~n said during the debate about 
the late stnke; and it is regrettable that 
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we shall have two more occasions on which 
to re-echo the strike trouble. Mining has 
gone down during the last few years. Last 
year's work gave an output of minerals to 
the value of £3,661,063, being a decrease of 
±.:-i-9,000 as comptu·'-·d v:ith the previous ye_ar. 
The value of the gold was £1,640,000 odd, 
or a decrease of £234,00()--distinctly show. 
iug th·ct we must pay more attention to the 
mining industry, more particularly to the 
gold-mining branch, which has been going 
down o£ late. The question is how it can 
be done for the benefit of the State. The 
han. menber for Gympie and myself went 
to an enorncous a. 'lount of trouble to devise 
a scheme as far as Gympie is concerned, but 
in r-.y opinion it if' a failure. The idea was 
to get Eine-owners together and formulate 
" :-cheme, advising the Minister where the 
mane:-· should be spent; but the 'rouble 
would be that so many people \\ould want 
to put Governn1c ~Lt ,- "'oney intD their o-;,vn 
mint;:. I - a su~.::gestion. ho•vever, \vhich 
I think co:>ld · follow•cd for a time to see if 
it \Vould -;,vork. It is to have the \Yarden, the 
inspector of mine::, and ,,.,,,c other rc ,ponsible 
officer-thr"'' good men controlled by the 
Government solely-and for them to sit and 
take ·evidence not only of the mine-owners, 
but also of the miners. 

Mr. FOLEY: Don't you think they would 
have a price, too? 

Mr. \YALKER: I do not think so. With 
regard to Gympie, it is a very eaqy field 
to work. In formcl· days it was a very 
good poor min:r's field, but now it wants 
more cetpital; aril the question is whether 
to go down 2,000 or 3,000 feet so as to tap 
th<' bed of slate on the eastern side or 
whether it would pay better to work the big 
r -'t ~·s of ~ J 17-grade ores and ~ o in for 
1 c\tter ITI:t.C!Iinr·ry \vhich \v0uld t.:.'t-·;.tt it at a 
cheaper rat:·. ~~t rresent tL~re arc 164 bat­
teries in Queensland, ol which 7 are work­
ing full timE, 64 part time, and 93 are idle. 
On Gympie we have seven batteri£-_,, only 
one of whi~h is working full ti~cw. \Ve have 
one of tho finest batteries in the world at 
the Scottish Gympie, where they are work­
ing som<ething like 2,000 feet from the sur­
face, and last ;year the:; made a profit of 
£16,000 on stone that went 5 dwts. 5 grains 
to the ton. That shows the advantage of 
treating these big reefs, which, up to the 
pre,ent, have been considered not worth 
treating on a< count of the low -gradG ore 
th0y contain. All the Vexe-d probk•·1s 'n 
conm-ction with thf'se matters should be 
conRidered by thrre re-·ponsible officers in 
order to see where public mon•-y should be 
spent for the benefit of Queensland. W c do 
not \.Vant an ononnous ainount pl'lcf'd on 
the Est imatc' for mining; what we want 
is what the industry deserves, and not a 
p8nny more, so thc,,t every penny can be well 
spent, C'rd tl',, a=:-nount cx:pendt>d 1 .r.:ty b0 
returned to the Treasury with interest. The 
hon. member for Cairns spoke the othPr 
night in reference to mining-; and the thing 
I took exception to was his sb,tement that 
miaers were 'F'll paid. In the old days 
that might be the case; but since the cost 
of living has g-one up I often wonder how 
a man can keep a wife and family on £2 
lOs. a week. As some hon. members are 
aware, I have taken a great interest in 
dairying for the last eight years ; and I 
have beBn chairman of a factory for the last 
five years. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER: Co-operative? 
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Mr. WALKER: Yes; co-operative. Hav­
ing a certain amount of responsibility ou 
acuounL of being chairman, I hanJ made a 
s~udy of the business and tried to work out 
the besc way of receiving cream and selling 
butter. \Vhat we "ant at the present time 
is a Bill to regulate the whole of the fac­
tories, whether they are proprietary or co­
opcrati vc. The result o£ the existing con­
dition of thing, is that cream pabses several 
factoric s and £OCS to a place 100 miles away 
for so"''' ihmginary benefit offered by that 
factory. I do not s:ty the whole of the 
factorie ~ are doing that, but one or two 
are ci,Jing it, and their action i~, causing 
grc . .lt diBcontcnt an1ong tho fannLrs \vho 
suppl:- the cream. iVhile they may not be 
doing the farmers an injury, th<'y are creat­
ing djv:~ont,ent, and causins- then1 to send 
their cream long distances \Yhen there is no 
need to do so. It may be that. an induce­
ment is offered to them by lowering the 
test from, say, 40 to 38, and giving in return 
a higher price 'or butt0r, the result being 
a large ·' overrun " of butter. 'I'his factory 
rcallv mctkes more butter than thP farmers 
arc ·paid for. I have taken a very octivc 
interec~ in thi' matter, and called a con­
ference of factory representatives at Mary­
l o_t_:h. \rr~e a6 reed to certain propof';tlP, 
and they '',ere broken. iVe a],o propoFecl 
the a;_ualgam ltion of factoriPs on tho 
North (\"'~1-st line, but a solicitor can1e 
along and said the as,3ts of one company 
\' ere not good enough, so the sche1ne 
fdl th;augh. What we y.•ant is a measure 
which shaH provide that every manager 
of a factory shall be a certified tester, that 
he shail slgn his n:tmc to his test report, 
and that if he ~;ivos a wrong report of his 
test he shall have his c,, rtiflcctte cancelied. 
It might also be provided that if a manager 
is guilty of such c•mC.uct h" should be liable 
to a line, as \:ell as having his c~?rti{icato 
ca:.c0IIcd. I huYe Ldwn a keen interest in 
cm.1paring the balancc:-shotts of one factory 
in particl""" with other·.-I shall not mention 
any n:· .nes-and I found that in one half­
~, ear it had an ''overrun" of 10 tons of 
butter. TIF• Yalue of Jhat butier was dis­
tributed in the form of higher prices for 
crcan1, a:nd that creatr d di,~oontent among 
farmers and rival fc,dorios. I also kno: · 
one firm wll'D pay a hi;;·her price to fnrm8rs 
than tho Drice ef butter in the old country. 
I hope, ilicrcfore, that th·'• Government will 
bring forward a llreasure for tho protection 
of th ~ dairying- industry on +he lines I hay,~ 
indic:tt_= d. P_._s hon. mc:n1bPrs arc aware, the 
old countr,, controls the prir-'e of butter in 
Qu~OI~oland, and what we w~nt is to ham 
someone a")pointcd in the old co1mtry to look 
after th<e butter industry of Queensland. 

::\lr. c·E'ULLIVA~: :l\Iore socialism. 

::\Ir. \V lcLI~Eic: 'rhcre arc many matters 
,,,,hich it is rirht the Gov _ :·nm 'nt should 
td:c up, and this is one of them, but if the 
Gonmm nt att, mrtod to ta.k,, over the 
1nanufactur~ of buiter, it would be n terriLle 
fa:'.ur Th·- farn1~•:;_ < nnv; s~nd t'.. man 
hon:-' t'l look :,fL,r their interpst~J thtrr·) but 
!L >;.~ ~, ')uld ·wiPiL,£"ly pay the ~-.-lar~~ o£ a n1n,n 
1n tn;' c ld r·-)untr:v to protect their inter" ,~J <, 
provirkd he h·d th, GoVLrnmont behind him. 
\V ,.._. do not y·ani; our bnt~r-\ dealt •11ith in 
the s~v:1 'va:~ as it is at th-~- pr-::~--'nt tin1:~. 
The '~ t thing that an ,,gent ho ccmleS 
along F:.yJ is that the butt-2r is to be sold 
on co: ,,ignment, and that it is not a specula­
tiYe q]e. It ma:- b0 said that th0y , are 

taking the risk, but there is really no risk, 
as they are in the '· know," and 1t is quite 
poMible that our butter which was sent 
home a month or so previously has to com" 
pete with butter sent at a Iatc·r date. There 
are several other Bills mentioned, one r f 
which is a Bill to amend the Mineo Regula­
tion Act. I sincerely hope that that Act 
will be amended in such a way as will make 
it more workable than it is at the presant 
time. I qmtc under:,tancl that the Act was 
put through the House ver~· hnrri<,Jiy. 

:Mr. O'ScLLIYAN: \Vith th8 "g:1g." 

Mr. W LiLKER: That wa.'. the fault of 
hou. members opposite, as they '"ere offered 
a cla: for the consider .1tion of the measure, 
and they refused to accept it. 

:;1r. O'S,:LLIVA'i: Why should \Ve be tied 
clown to a clay ? 

Mr. WALKER: Memb .rs could ban: had 
a day, but they would not take ic, and 
consequently the measure was hurried 
through. 'Ihe l\1ining Uo111n1ission rnade a 
Yor.:· exhaustive inquiry into the 0ubj ect of 
1niner's phthiJis, and the infornn,tion con­
tained in their report will, no doubt, be of 
great Yalue to us later on, but I should like 
to see their recon1mendJ-tiOns on the subject 
e-rnbodi-ed in the arnt..nding Bill. One reconl­
rncnda, ;< n they made wa-) if n1cn are thro·,,n 
out of employn1ent on account of some un­
soundness in the chest other work should be 
provided for them, and I trust that that 
recon1n1cn~'ation ..-.,ill b·- act ,1 upon, as it 
would be a d--"lorablc lhir.g to see men 
lhrov, n out of elltpl<<ment for the b.: nefit 
of tho·,e who are IFalthy, anc) not provided 
with c ucans of livelihood. The Inspector 
of lVliw s, 1--Ir. Hunter, h:.t.s issued a- very 
good repor', in which he mLkes many sug­
gestion: which I hope '.rili rraeive the atten­
tion of the Goyernment. There is another 
Bill to which I wish to 1nako son1e refor~=nce, 
:onrt that is the Bill on whi~h th" hun. m• m­
ber for Gympi~e spoke, deo.ling with tniners' 
homestead:•. I do not intend to rqwat what 
he f.ctid, but I sincerely hope that the mea­
sure will provide that hnd within a radius 
of 1 mile from Gympio shall be handed over 
to the Lamls Depntment, eo that the com­
missioner shall hr.-e power to e"·y wht:ther 
an applicant ~~an ha..-e 1 acre or 80 acres .. 
I believe tho ,'\.ct is more et fault in this 
I"•l,rtic:J.Ltr matter than the admini-,tration. 

Tho Ho~m SECRETARY: All those matters 
are dealt with in the Bill. 

Mr. WALKER: I would like to see the 
whole of the mineral areas placed under the 
control of the Lands Department, and they 

would be administered .nuch 
[11.30 p.m.] better than they ha.-e been in 

the past. We have an Elections 
Act coining on, and it is ons of great iln~ 
portanc:·. I would like to see some alteration 
made with regard to the syst :m of receiving 
forms for enrolment. Peonle are struck off 
the roll and they do not kn;w why they haYe 
been struck off. (Hear, h0ar !) We should 
have one man appointed to be responsible 
for the whole of the forms for one electorate, 
and not, as at present, two or three offic.r:rs 
responsible for different divisions irt tho eioc­
torab. If one man was responsible, then 
when an elector was knocked off he would be 

Jfr. Waiker.] 
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able to find out, from him why it was done, 
whether it was because of " dead, left, or dis­
qualified," or whatever reason it was. I 
have heard a lot of remarks made about the 
necessity of doing away with the absentee 
vote, and I quite agree with it. We have 
had the highest man in Australia abusing 
that privilege. It distinctly states that a man 
must not vote as an absentee ·unless he has 
been in the electorate for one month during 
the previous seven months, yet during the 
late elections Mr. Fisher recorded an absent 
vote at Warwick for the Gym pie electorate, 
when he had not been one day in his elec­
torate. .We had the Prime Minister going 
through the electorate speaking at different 
places-and I was sorry to notice that b.e 
also addressed meetings on Sundays. 

Mr. RYAN: Your <'andidates also addressed 
meetings on Sundays. 

Mr. FIHELLY: It is a pity that the Prime 
Minister could not Yote when he represents 
the electorate. 

Mr. WALKER: The question is that he 
. violated the oath that he took. If the Prime 
Minister does that, then you cannot say any­
thing when ordinary people do the same 
thing. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: ·would you disfranchise 
him? 

~1r. WALKER: We should treat him just 
the same as an ordinary individual. \Ve 
haYe a right to prosecute him just the same 
as an ord mary man would be prosecuted. I 
noticed some complaints were made about 
the railways, especially with reference to 
little irregularities, and they came mostly 
from members on our own side. I know that 
it would be much better for members to make 
their complaints to the Railway Department, 
and they would get those matters attended to 
much better than by bringing them up in 
this House. If it is a matter of putting on 
an Pxtra carriage or a special train or any­
thing like that, it can be fixed up much 
better by the department than by speaking 
here, as the railway officers have not t;ot 
time to read Hansard. One other matter I 
would like to draw attention to. Sometime" 
I have to travel in the cattle trains or 
luggage train~, and I was surprised to :,eo 
.drawings on the walls of the carriage "'hich 
the perc,on who made thorn should be 
ashamed of. The drawings are something 
deplorable and horrible, and could be seen 
by school children tra veiling in the train. I 
hope the Minister's attention will be called 
to it, so that the carriages can be painted 
a leaden colour, to cover up such drawings, 
so that they would not be seen. 

Mr. HAMILTON: Is this the result of the 
Bible in State schools? (Laughter.) 

Mr. WALKER : I di,g not wish to detain 
the House so long, but I emphasise the neces­
sity of bringing in a Dairy Bill. (:Hear, 
hear!) 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN (Kennedy) : I beg to 
move the adjournment of the debate. 

Question put and passed. 

The resumption of the debate was made an 
Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

The House adjourned at twenty-four .min­
utes to 12 o'clock. 

[111 r. W aTker. 

Holidays Bill. 




