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WeDNESDAY, 17 Jury, 1912.

The Srraker (Hon. W. D. Armstrong,
Lockyer) took the chair at half-past 3 o’clock.

PAPER.

The following paper, laid on the table, was
ordered to be printed :—

Further correspondence between the
Chief Secretary of Queensiand and
the Prime Minister of the Common-
wealth respecting the erection of
more central sugar-mills.

QUESTIONS.

Rryovar oF J. 8. CorriNgs FROM CoOMMISSION
OF PEACE.

Mr. ADAMSON (Rockhampton) asked the
Premier— .

‘““1. Was the name of Joseph Silver
Collings removed from the commission
of peace during February last?

C“2 If it was so removed, at whose
nstigation primarily and upon whose
order finally?
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‘3. For what reason was the name
removed ?

‘“4. Was any official notification con-
veyed to Mr. J. 8. Collings that his name
had been removed ?”’

The PREMIER (Hon.
Oxl:y) replied—
“1. Yes.
“2. The Government.
8. Uonduct unbecoming a justice of
the peace.
4. Yes; in the usual way—by notifica-
tlon in the Government Gazette”

D. F. Denham,

Is5UE oF FrEr SeasoN TICKETS TO SCHOOL
CHILDREN,

Mr., ADARISON asked the Secretary for
Public Instruction—

“1. Since he authorised the issue of
free season tickets from the 22nd April
to children of denominational schools
who have passed the fifth standard or
an equivalent, will he also authorise thaf
such tickets be issued to children attend-
ing private schools' who havs attained a
similar standard?

2 How many free season tickets have
been issued, and what schools do the
children attcnd who have received those
tickets?

“3. Does he mot think that it would
have been more in harmony with political
decency had he waited until after the
last general election before he authoriged
the -issuing of these tickets?’

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. K. M. Grant, Fitzroy)
replied—

. “1. The date authorised for the issu-
ing of the tickets was the 29th April and
not the 22nd April. The privilege ex-

tends to children attending approved
secondary schools in the authorised
centres.

“2. Particulars are not available at
present.

 ““8. The date for the issuing of the
tickets was fixed for two days after the
date of the last general election.”

I desire to point out to the hon. member
that the answer to this question involves an
expression of opinion, which, according to
parliamentary practice, as laid down in the
11th edition of “May,” page 250, should not

sought.

Mr. THEODORE: It is the Speaker who
should say that.

WagEs BoarD wonr BrusHz, BrooM, AND
BaSKET-MAKING INDUSTRY,

Mr. BERTRAM (Maree) asked the Sec-
retary for Public Works-—
“1. Why did he refuse to establish
a wages board for the brush, broom, and
basket-making industry ?

“2. Why was no reply sent, as pro-
mised, to the members of the deputation
which waited on him on 21st March last?
_*3. Is he still opposed to the estab-
lishment of a wagcs board for the brush,
broom, and basket-malking industry ?”’

[ASSEMBLY.]
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THE SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. W. H. Barnes, Bulimba) replied—

“1. Application was originally refused,
but is now being reconsidered.

¢ 2. See reply to No. 1.

¢ 3. See reply to No. 1.”

ALLEGED MUurDER OF ARTHUR (OGZELL.

Mr. BERTRAM asked the Home Secre-
tary—

“1. Is he aware that a man, by name
Arthur Cogzell, is alleged to have been
murdered on or near Turkey Station, in
the Gladstone district, on 11th February,
19127

“2. What steps have been taken to
discover the supposed murderer, ‘ George
Daniells,” and also the present location
of the girl, Edie Anderson, who is re-
ported to have disappeared with him?

‘3. Has any inqguiry been held as
regards the death of Arthur Cogzell?

“4. Has any reward been offered?”’

The IZIOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. G
Appel, 4lbs+t) replied—

“1. Yes.

‘2. Systematic and thorough search of
neighbourhood where orime was com-
mitted, and surrounding districts. Full
particulars of crime, together with photo-
graph and descriptions of the supposed
murderer and the girl who is reported
to have disappeared with him, have been
published in the Police Gazctte, and cir-
culated throughout the Commonwealth
and other parts of the world. The whole
Police Force of the State hag been on
the alert in connection wjth this matter.

“38. The holding of the inquiry was
arranged for in June, but owing to
floods and other circumstances has been
postponed.

“ 4. No.”

ADDRESS IN REPLY.
RESUMPTION OF DEBATE.

Mr. THEODORE (Chillagoe) said: As a
member prominently connected with the
union movement in Queensland, I desire to
address a few remarks on the subject of the
recent strike.

A GoverNMENT MEMBER: Not done yet?

Mr. THEODORE: It has been said that
the Government went to the country at the
recent elections, making the sole issue the
Brisbane strike, and it has been contended
by certain supporters of the Government
that it was the chief determining factor in
returning them to this Chamber with a
majority. I do not intend to go into the
probable effect of the redistribution of seats,
nor do I intend to dwell upon the
fact that the Labour party increased its
aggrogate vote for Queensland at the recent
election over the vote at the previous elec-
tion by over 40,000 votes, and that the Go-
vernment party increased its aggregate vote
by only 29,000. I think it unnecessary at
this juncture, however, to dwell upon this
point. I merely desire to refute, so far as
in me lies, the scandalous misstatements that
have been made regarding the general
strike ; misstatements which have been made
by members sitting on the other side of the
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House and by the public Press. It is not
my intention to go into the history of the
general strike. That has been done by the
hon. member for Barcoo and by the hon. mem-
ber for Warrcgo, and a very fine résumé of
what happened during that industrial up-
heaval was given in the Federal Parliament
by Mr. Finlayson, Federal member for Bris-
bane. I should like to say, if I may be
permitted, that I hope the Labour organisa-
tions will reprint that speech and distribute
it very largely throughout Quesnsland, be-
cause it is a speech which contains a very
fine history of the events leading up to the
strike from a man whose knowledge of the
events and happenings, and whose integrity
and probity cannot be questioned, although
the Treasurer the other evening, in a spirit
of churlishness, did seek to cast reflections
upon the verecity of Mr. Finlayson.
But when we consider that the Treasurer
was probably inspired by deep political
bitterness, we can make a little allowance
for him, and permit my statement to stand.
I should like, first of all, to give my views
upon the general strike doctrine. I thinik
the general strike idea may now be called a
doctrine. A great deal has been spoken
about it and writien about it during the
last few years. It has formed the subject
of manv speeches and lectures, and alwo
of a great deal of literary controversy. In
my opinion, som¢ upheaval: in the nature
of a general strike may be highly justifiable,
and those who participate in them deserve
considerable credit. On the other hand, in
certain circumstances, a general strike may
mean a violation of the dictates of common
sense, and may be repugnant to the accepted
idea of the requircments of public order.
If we have regard to the conditions of the
proletaring in all countries of the world—
if we vefiect that at least &0 per cent. of the
workers of every country in the world are
condemned to & miserable, hopeless, and
laborious existence and to end their days in
poverty and often under the most miserable
circumstances—when we have regard to thesa
things, I claim, without going into more
elaborate particulars, that most of the general
strikes that have occurred hitherto have
been highly justifiable. The arguments that
can be urged against a general strike can
be urged with equal logic against every
other kind of strike. The arguments that
stand good in favour of a sectional strike
sare equally applicable to the general
strike. I might say that each of these methods
are the principles of bodies of workers who
endeavour to secure better conditions or the
elimination of evils in connection with their
employment, not by legislative means, but
by means of direct action. Men who are
dissatisfied and have come to the conclusion
that the ordinary wmetheds of improving
their conditions or securing redress of
their grievances are not suitable to the
occasion, have to resort to other means,
even to violnea. 1 should like to say
that the union of which I have the

honour to be president, the Amalgamated

Workers’ Association of Queensland, having
a membership of 11,000, working in various
industries and in every part of Queensland—
that union has frequently had to resort to
the method of direct action. There are no
legal methods, no constitutional means, by
which they can get favourable considera-
tion to their requirements, nor can they get
redress of grievances which are so apparent.
Therefore it is that during the last four

{17 Jory.]
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years we have had strikes in the mining
industry, on railway comstruction works, in
the sugar industry, and against local authori-
ties. These strikes have been eminently
justifiable, because that has been the only
means by which those men could improve
their condition and attain the object for
which they are banded together. On the
question of a general strike, it is *he ecir-
cumstances which either justify or con-
demn it, and that has been the case in con-
nection with the Brisbane strike. It is the
circumstances which led up to the strike
and which applied during the upheaval
which justified that strike, and knowing, as
members of the Government do know, that
it is always the eircumstances which will justi-
fy or condemn the actions of & body of men in
the eyes of the public—knowing that, their
every action has been taken with due regard
to that principle. They have had a_desire
to create circumstances which are unfavour-
able to the men, in order that the men may
be discredited in the eyes of the public. I
shall ask you, Mr. Speaker, to give regard
to the correspondence on the subject of the
application by the State Governor for pro-
tection from the Commonwealth Government
during the recent general strike and the
refusal. thereof by the Commonwealth Go-
vernment. In this correspondence 1s given
the first evidence of the intention of the
CGovernment to create unfavourable circum-
stances for the strikers in the eyes of the
public. I may say that the title to the cor-
respondence is wholly misleading and
erroneous and it would have been uearer
the mark if it had been entitled * Corres-
pondence on the subject of the application
of the State Government for the military to
shoot at the public of Brisbane.”

Mr. Kirwan: Hear, hear! Why do they
not state it straight out?

Mr. THEODORE: I would ask your at-
tention to what the Premier said in this
correspondence—nis  deliberate attempt to
bulldoze the Governor on the merits of the
strikke in Brisbane. In his letter dated Ist
February he says—

“I mayv state, for Your Excellency’s
information, that the city of Brisbane.
in conszquence of the current sirike, may
at any moment be the scene of riof
and bloodshed. Already matters have
reached the stsge at which the State
police are unable to preserve order, and
firearms have been employed to prevent
the constabulary arresting a man guilty
of riotous conduct.”

In that paragraph of the Premier’s letter
there are three deliberate lies. . The first
statement that in consequence of the strike
bloodshed was imminent was intended fo
convey the impression to the Federal Go-
vernment that the strikers were contem-
plating an attack upon cartain citizens of
That was a malicious lie, as the
current newspapers will prove. The further
statement that the police were unable to
preserve order is also refuted by the news-
paper accounts on that and the following
day. The statement that firearms were em-
ployed to prevent the constabulary effecting
the arrest of a man guilty of riotous con-
duct is another malicious lie. On the ques-
tion of the contemplation of the strikers ta
indulge in an orgy of bloodshed and make
a brutal attack on the citizens, let me quote

Mr. Theodore]
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from the Courier, a partisan paper in favour
of the Government, and a paper not likely
to exaggerate anything in favour of the
strikers. I will read what it says on the
question of public order on those two dates.
It was on 1st February that this corres-
pondence was addressed to the Governor, in
which it was stated that bloodshed was im-
minent. The Courier says—

“The Trades Hall was at once the
storm centre and the point on which-
interest centred. There at an early
hour a large crowd assembled. Mem-
bers of the different unions on strike
appeared to form up in the strects, as
procession after prooession continued to
arrive. Hach new batch was received
with wild cheers, and the crowd slowly
augmented, until by 10.830 Turbot street
and adjoining thoroughfares, and the
park above, presented a sea of faces.
The men were orderly in their demean-
our, and little drunkenness was ob-
served. The Polics Commissioner last
night (Wednesday) reported that there
had besen very little disorder.”

On Wednesday night very little disorder! At
2 o’clock on Thursday—less than twenty-four
kours afterwards--the Premisr had advised
the Governor to wire the (Governor-General,
axl for the military to shoot down the
peopde of Brisbane in order to wavert blood-
shed! The irony of the thing! This is an-
cr extract from the Cowrdice of the follow-
. and refers to t
precisa ti
sient rade applica
Couiier savy—
A well-known brewery firm was de-
sirons of removing several barrels of
beor which lay exposed in the sun at
the Roma-street shwds. 'The lorry got
safe tc the sheds. . On arrival in
Market Square the vehicle was blocked
by a huge mob, who s-amecd determined
to prevent its passage.”’

¢ ivcidents on Thurs-
hen the State Govern-
r the military. The

It must be remembered that this huge mob
—a mass of 20,000 citizens—were gathered
in Market Square, listening to an address
from the Icader of the Opposition, Mr. Row-
man. The lorry deliberately atterapted %o
make lts way throuzh this dense crowd of
people, and the newspap goes on to re-
mark—

“The driver aiterapied to force his
way through, and the vehicle was then
slewed across the squeve and brought
tu a shandstill in the gutter. The
mounted police rode into the ecrowd.
. Foot by foot the ‘red ribbonites’
gave wey. . . . With the rcadway suf-
ficiently clear the order to double was
given, and with the policn as a body-
guard and a line of troopers behind,
a dash was made down Albert streel fo
Mary strect. Many thousands partici-
pated in the mad dash. . . .

“Ths Commissioner of Police next ap-
peared on the scene in his motor car.
. Finding the crowd now getting
increasingly angry and turbulent, the
police were ordered to charge them, and,
.. . . batons were drawn fo drive back
the surging mob.

“The crowd was driven back from
Albert street to Queen street, and an-
other crowd that had gathered was dis-
persed in another direction. . .

[3r. Theodore.
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“Just abt this juncture a shot was
fired; no one scemed quite to realise

from whence it came.”
Mr. CoyNe: Oh, yes; they knew where it
came from.

Mr. THEODORE: I quote that paragraph
to show that two of these statements in the
Premier’s letters swere false—that firearms
were not ussd to prevent the arrest of any
person guilty of riotous conduct, because no
one, on the showing of the newspapers,
seemed to realise where the shot came from.
It is known since that a policeman fired the
sho!, a sub-inspector, and that has not been
denicd by the Minister in charge of that
department. It is evident to anyone with
a particle of common sense and fairness in
his composition, and who has read the
newspaper reports of the occurrence, that
firearms were not used to prevent the arrest
of anyone on that day, yet an attempt was
made to bulldoze the Governor, and foist the
same story on the Federal Government.

The SECRETARY FOR Puslic LANDs: It was
slpeciﬁcally denied that the police fired the
shot.

Mr. BAgBER: A policeman did fire it.

Mr. THEODORE: I should like te point
out that when the Home Sccretary was
speaking the other day, he mnever made
mentien of the shot, nor did he mako refer-
enve to the statement in this letter that
shots were ifired to provent the arresi of
any person. It was a deliberate  untruth
when it was made.

Mr. La¥D:
The SPEAXER: Order!
AMr. Bowmaw: It was justified.

The SPEAKER:

It was a lie

It is uever Justified.

Mr. BowuaX: I was justified in ¢
last night when the Minister for Works was
using language that was a wilful perversion
of the truth.

The SPTAKER: Thers is no justification
for unparliamentary language being usad
in this Chamb:r on any occasion, either by

interjection or any other way. If hom.
members ecannot couch their language in
parliamentary terms, it is a regrettable

veflection on this Chamber.

Mr. THEODORE: I hops that this inter-
jection will not be taken as applyving to
mys:1f.

The SPEAKER: No; it applics to the
hon. member for Baloanne, who mterjected.

Mr. THEODORE: I wish to emphasise
that there are three misstatements in_ that
letter. The statement of ths police being
unable to prescrve order is, on the face of
it, an obvious falschood, becaunsz the nazws-
paper report which I have read shows that

the police had complete control Aof the
crowd on Thursday, the preciss time at
which this tslegram was despatched. The

Home Secretarr the other night read some
of the correspondsnce referring to the dis-
tribution of flour. Quoting from a letter
which had been despatched to each local
authority within the metropolitan area, the
Home Secretary said—

“The delivery of flour to the depbts
will be at the cost of the Government,
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as also will the cost of distribution
thereof. Adequate police protection will
be accorded to all concerned.”

"That letter was despaiched on 2nd February,
about twenty hours after the letter had been
despatched to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment asking for the military to shoot down
the people because the police had been
unable to keep order. How on earth are
they going to rcconcile those two state-
ments—the statement on the one hand to
the Federal Government that the police
.were unable to maintain order, and the
-statement, on the other hand, that the Go-
vernment would guarantee police protection
whilst flour was distributed to any portion
of the city? I think they are at complete
variance with cach other, and bear out what
I said, that there was an attempt on the
part of the Government to create false cir-
cumstances, to make the public of Queens-
land view the general strike in a wrong
light, and draw wrong deductions and con-
clusions in order to injure those who were
engaged in that movement. I would like
further to say that apparently His Excel-
lency was, as it was intended by the
Premier, entirely misled &s to the import-
ance of the huppenings then going on in
Queensland, because we find that he repeated
to His HExcellencr the Governor-General the
misstateinents that had been made to him
by the Premier; in faci, he supplements
them, and =sks that protection which is
provided for under a certain section of the
constitution should be forwarded to Bris-
bane. The Premier’s statement goes to the
Governcr, and his advice for that statemeont
to be forwarded to the Federal authorities
does not square with his statement of the
case to Bir John Quick v few days ago. It
appears that Sir John Quick has besn put
up in the Fedoral Parliament to make out
a case for the State Government of Queens-
land, and he applied to the Premier for
information as to his reasons for making
application for the military, and we find that
the Premier mads statements to Sir John
Quick entirely at variance with the state-
ment coatained in ths letter to His Hxcel-
lency the State Governor of Quecnsland.
This is his statement to Sir John Quick,
and T should like to call the attention of
hon. members to the different circumstances
that he says influenced him in this letter,
compared with the letter which he sent to
the State Governor. He says— |,

“Reguesi for Commonwealth protec-
tion proceded from Police (lomumissioner,
who considered his force unequal to
cope with general strike developing into
an insurreciion. Agents of strike com-
mitter  compelled business men close
premises and their cmployees to cease
work cxcent where permit was granted
by -strike committse, force being em-
plozed to sccure obedience, even physi-
cians ordered to ge¢f permits to visit
patients. Bakers and butcherd prevented
from trading and cabmen from ply-
ing.. Vehicles loaded with goods could
not proceed without police protection.
At time State Governor made appeal for
Commonwealth help Brisbane streets
ware In possession of many thousand
strikers, behaving riotously and menac-
ingly, and real control of affairs was in
hands, not of State Government, but of
strike committee. In such circumstances,
I respectfully came to conclusion police

[17_dvry.] *
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inadequate preservation order, life, and
propeqrty, a%d invoked Commonwealth
aid.”
That is entirely different from what he
told the State G};vernor. He told the State
Governor that firearms were used to prevent
the arrest of persons guilty of riotous con-
duct, and asked for the military to_be sent
’ to help maintain order. I wonder
[4 p.m.] the hon. gentleman did not touch
) on this when he was speaking the
other night, and try to explain this change
of front. Not satisfied with on onc occg-
sion maliciously deceiving the Governor in
regard to the circumtances of the strike, he
made the circumstances still more unfavour-
able when he again wrote to the Governor;
and his letter. dated the 5th Fekzruary, ‘179_12,
is in its way a perfect pearl. I do not tmﬁk
it can be described by any milder term. This
was after the refusal of the Commonwealth
authorities to send the military. He says—
“Y pm sure no one regrets more than
His Fxcellency that his Ministers should
have thus shown their contempt for a
statute which is the source of their ex-
istence and authority, and the charber
which formally sets forth the mutual
obligations of Commonwealth and State.
When the Australian States_qonsented to
renounce their separate military estab-
lishments, it was on the distinct urndcr—
standing that the armed forces of the
Commonwealth would be at the service
of any State threatened with domestic
violence, and it is impossible to concelve
of language plainer than that in which
this understanding is expressed in the
119th section of the Constitution. Tf}at
section allows the Commonwesith Go-
vernment no option in the matier, and,
in the most unequivocal terms, comma_nds
that Government to afford protection to
any State which considers that its condi-
tion justifies it in asking for such assist-
snce. The framers of the Constitution
were justly of opinion that this privilege
could safely be left to the -States, for no
(overnment would, without grave occa-
sion, acknowledge its inability  to_ dis-
chorge its primary function—the defence
of the liherty and property of its
citizens.”

1 think certain of our friends on the ()ppos‘lte
side, who make, not unjustly, a mnmderap}e
pretence to legal knowledge, will agree wph
me that in that statement the Premer
cntirely deceived himself, and also mnde an
attempt to deceive ths State Governor
According to the opinions of constitutional
authorities in the Federal Parliament
— opinions given since the date of this corre-
spondence—the  Premicr  draws entirely
wrong conclusions. It is entirely optional
for the Federal Government whether they
render military assistance or not on the
application of a State Government, and I
intend io quote on that point some of the
opinions expressed in the Federal Parliament
by men who call themselves friends of the
Tiberal movement. The Premier says that
the Commonwealth Grovernment showed their
contempt for the application. There was
nothing in the nature of contempt; 1t was
simply the exercise of common sense in the}r
decision mnot to comply with the frantic
request of the State Government for _the
militarv to shoot at defenceless people. For
the edification of the Premier, who seems so
ignorant on these questions, I am going to

Mr. Theodore]
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bring before his notice the opinion of the
Federal Attorney-General first, who, when
speaking on the application for military aid,
used the words I am going to quote.
It appears that when application is made
by a Government requiring military assist-

ance to quell  domestic violence it is
hecessary to comply with the obliga-
tion imposed by the Defenca Act and

the Constitution. ~ It is necessary for a pro-
clamation to be issued by the State Governor
calling attention to the domestic violence
which it is intended to quell, which was nok
done on this occasion. MMr. Hughes soid—
“The Prime Minister was quite right
zot to send troops to Queensland, because
the requirements under the Constitution
and the Defence Act had mot been ful-
filled. There had been no proclamation,
and the request was therefore improperly
and illegally before him. In the second
place, it was clear thero was no domestic
violence within the meaning of the judg-
ment I have just cited.”
The judgment of a United States High Court
Justice on a similar question which Mr.
Hughes cited was this—

“The charge as made is really of
nothiLg more than a conspiracy to com-
mif a breach of the pesce within a State.
Certainly it should not be claimed that
the United States have the power or are
required to do merely police duty in the

States, If a State cannot protect itsalf
against domestic violence the United
States may, upon the call of the

Lxecutive, when the Legislature cannot
be convened, lend their assistance for that
purpose. It is a guaranty of the Con-
stitution, but it does not apply to a case
like this.”
That judement referred to an application
by a State for troops to quell a disturb-
ance which was nothing more than a con-
spiracy on the part of certain persons to
creute dowestic violence, and that was the
case here. There was no actual violence ;
even at most it was only some contemplated
attempt at violence of which the hon. gentle-
man was afraid, Mr. Deakin, who belongs
to the party of politicians supporting the
sames views us the Premier, gives this opin-
ion on the question—

“I admit that under that scction it

was within the competency of Ministers
to return that reply. The word ‘shall’
in the section of the constitution which
I have quoted is mandatory, it is true,
but that word as applied io a,Govern-
ment would receive the ordinary inter-
pretation, which requires a Government
to shoulder vesponsibility. Tt is jush
possible that some State Premier, upon
losing' his head, might ask for support
from the Commonwealth when it was
not necessary.”’

I think this is a case in point, and Mr.
Deakin_used very apt words which could
be applied to the application made by the
Goverument of this State. The Government
lost its head, and made a frantic applica-
tion for the military when there was na
occasion to do so. Now, I intend to quote
Mr. Groom, ex-Attorney-Gleneral, and one
of the representatives for Quermsland in tha
Federal Parliament, also a member of the
Liberal party. And I may say for every
one of those gentlemen, if one may judge by
the opinions expressed by them in the House

[Mr. Theodore.
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of Representatives, strained every poink in
favour of the application, and in favour of
the contention laid down by Mr. Denham.

“When it comes to the exercise of a
power, undoubtedly there must be with
the Commonwealth some means of ascer-
taining whether the conditions exist
which call for an exercise of the power.
There must be that right in the Com-
monwealth in order to ascertain whether
this duty ought to be fulfilled.”

There is the position maintained by Mr
Fisher and his colleagues—they had a right
to ascertain the conditions and to refuse the
request if they thought it was unreasonable,
Sir John Quick, who is recognised as an
eminent constitutional authority, a}lso gave
his opinion on the tter, going fully into
the constitutional requirements of the Fed-
eral Government regarding the sending of
the military. He arrived at this conclu-
sion— :

“If the facts as alleged in the state-
ment by the Premier of Queensland
were true, his appeal was justifiable, and
the Prime Minister would have be’en
justified in responding to the appeal”

Not that it was obligatory on him to re-
spond, but merely that he Woulgl have bf.“fl
justified.  These opinions, Awhwh I think
the Premier will take as being very incon-
trovertible opinions on the question, entirely
shatter the opinion expressed by him to the
Governor. And the hon. gentleman, setting
himself up as a constitutional authority of
zome tonnage by saying that the Federal
Governinent had no option in the matter,
I think amply demonstrates his own ignor-
anc« of the position. It appears that ther
did not make sufficient investigation into the
question as to what were their obligations
in connection with their application for
the services of the military. It is stated
that they consulted the Attorney-General,
and that they were satisfied they had
followed the proper course of procedure.
can only say that if they did consult the
Attorney-Gleneral, and acted upon his advice,
his knowledge of constitutional law and his
opinion on this particular question differ
very much from the expressed opinions of
the legal gentlemen I have quoted, and
indicates the necessity for a new Attorney-
General.  The letters conveying the opinion
of the Premier of this State regarding the
obligation bf the Commonwealth Govern-
ment to gend out the military in a general
strike, were merely an attempt to make
political capital against the men who were
concerned in that mavement.

An Oprosirion MEMBER: They were written
for electioneering purposes.

Mr. THEODORE: For purely electionssr-
ing purposes. I should like now to quote
something which was said in the Federal
Parliame=t last week regarding the state-
ment of the Home Secretary, Mr. Appel,
upon this question as to what the Prime-
Minister of the Commonwealth should have
done, and I ask hon. members to follow
this very closely. I am quoting . from a
speech - made by Mr. Wise, member for
Gippsland in the Federal Parliament—

““The Prime Minister told us that Mr.
Appel, one of the Queensland State
Ministers, speaking on the subject at a
later date, said—‘ The Prime Minister-
missed a good political point.’ Fancy
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any person in the ecrisis that existed
in Brisbane—at a time when, according
to the State Premier, riot and bloodshed
were imminent, thinking of political
points! It wviolates one’s scnse of
propriety altogether that a man in the
position of a State Minister should regard
such a condition of affairs from a
political point of view. I do not wish
to make any charge. I can only draw
an inference. Inasmuch as Mr. Appel
said that the Prime Minister had missed
a good political point, that enables one
to draw the inference that the Govern-
ment of which Mr. Appel was a member
were trying to make a good political
point by putting the onus of seitling the
difficulty upon the Federal Government.”

Mr. WaHITE: Fisher’s action was purely
political, because he daren’t do it.

Mr. THEODORE: I am going to call at-
tention to another letter which the Premior
addressed to the State ‘Governor on the 19th
February—over a fortnight after the refusal
of the Commonwealth authorities to permit
the soldiers to be sent up to Brisbane to
shoot the workers, that is to say, after a
lapse of time which should have enabled the
hon. gentleman to have made sure of his
facts and opinions regarding this matter.
Here is what the hon. gentleman wrote—

¢ Bir,—Supplementing my letter of the
5th instant, with respect to the refusal
of the Commonwealth Government to
afford the State the protection guar-
antecd by the 119th article of the Con-
stitution, I have the honour respectfully
to inform Your Excellency that Ministers
will seriously consider the question of
calling on the Commonwealth to reim-
burse the State the expenditure that has
been rendered necessary by the de-
liberate neglect of the Commonwealth
Government to fulfil its obligation to the
State.”

I should like to inquire from the Treasurer,
who should know what is being done in this
direction, what steps are being taken or have
been taken to bring the Federal Government
to book for refusing to send soldiers to shoot
down citizens in Brisbane? How much do
the Government expect to be indemnified for
that refusal? This lovely effusion addressed
to the Governor goes on as follows:—

“As I have shown in my previous
letter to Your Hxcellency on the subject,
the Constitution, which has transferred
from the State to the Commonwealth the
military power that was indispensable to
the security of the State in the strike of
1891, obliges the Commonwealth to place
its armed forces at the service of the
State when in a period of civil disorder
it calls for such assistance. The Com-
monwealth cannot constitutionally de-
cline the application.”

There we have the opinion of the great con-
stitutional authority, of a man who sets
himself up against every -constitutional
authority in the Commonwealth, and says
what shall be done and what should be done
under such circumstances. Just follow this—

“I do not concur in the opinion that
the Defence Act or any other Federal
enactment absolves, or can absolve, the
Commonwealth from any obligation im-
posed on it by the Constitution; nor am
I aware that the Defence Aot even

[17 Juny.]

Address in Reply. 267

attempts to do so. Its blst section lays
down a procedure which may, or may
not, be adopted to give effect to the 119th
article of the Constitution, but does not
and cannot render that article nugatory.
It is quite possible that the 5lst section,
unlike the 119th article, is not man-
datory, and that the Commonwealth is
not bound to have recourse to it, even
though it must be regarded as providing
the simplest and readiest means of as-
sisting a disturbed State that could be
devised. But it is indisputable that, if
the Commonwealth does not take that
course, it must find some other way of
protecting the State against domestic
violence.”

Here was a hint that the hon. gentleman
was going to set up some other sort of
authority, that he was going to make an
attack on the Constitution. If the Constitu-
tion does not provide what he says it does
provide, he is going to take some other
means to call out the military to shoot
workers. May I ask the Treasurer what
other means the Premier was going fo
adopt? Here is a deliberate hint that the
Premier is going to come out in open re-
bellion against the Australian Common-
wealth, If he did so, we should then have
the edifying spectacle of the necessity of the
Commonwealth Government giving instruec-
tions to the military to restrain the hon.
gentleman. A lot was said during the 2ur-
rency of the strike, and after the strike,
about the absolute necessity of having
soldiers on the spot. Mr. Deakin, in an
interjection replying to Mr. Chanter, on the
4th July, said—

“I have shown elaborately that there
was no need to send troops on the occa-
sion referred to.”

Let me now quote from the opinion of Lord
Haldane, who was Secretary for War in the
House of Commons, upon the question of
quelling domestic violence. Lord Haldane,
in his evidence before a Select Committee of
the House of Commons, says—

1 think the calling out of the mili-
tary unnecessarily very often leads, or

may lead, to a breach of the law, by -

making an unnecessary demonstration
which incites and provokes the public,
and that is a view on which the War
Office, not only in my time, but always
of late years, have acted consistently and
strongly. We hold the military ought
not to be called out except in the last
resort. . . .

“ The military authorities say: ‘ We
are here, and if we use our firearms it is
to kill.” That is why we demur to being
called out except in the last and most
parilous necessity.”’

I desire also to quote what our Premier, Mr.
Denham, said on the question of mainfain-
ing public order of applying for the use of
soldiers.  This extract is from the Courier,
and refers to the time immediately after
kis application for the military—

“I can assure the citizens that ample
protection is afforded by the enrolment
of special constables, foot and horse, and
I see no rveason why early in the week
normal oconditions of trade should not
obtain in. the metropolitan area.”

Mr. Theodore]
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Here is another statement at complete vari-
ance with the letter which the Premier sent
to His Excellency the Governor. I should
like to hear his explanation of it. He goes
on—

“The Premier (Hon. D. F. Denham),
in an interview on Saturday, said thab
plans were maturing for such a measure
of protection against molestation and
intimidation as would allow -of a re-
sumption of business, with security to
life and property, at an early date.
Speaking again, yesterday, Mr. Den-
bham said: ‘I have been in close con-
ference with the Commissioner of
Police to-day, and am pleased to be
able to say that by reason of the large
enrolment of civillans who have volun-
teered to assist in preserving peace and
insuring the conduct of business without
hindrance or insult to workers and
others the approaches to the wharves
and railway stations, in addition to all
the main portions of the city of Bris-
bane, both north and south, will be so
patrolled that by noon on Monday busi-
ness and traffic can be resumed with
security to all concerned.’

That is at variance with the statement which
he sent to the Governor, and I leave it for
hon. members themselves to see that it is
so. I should say that if these matters
are brought before the Governor His
Excellency will require an explanation from
the Premier on the matter as to why His
Excellency was deceived in such a way
as to causs him on different occasions since
the strike to make inflsmmatory speeches
to the farmers,

The SPEAKER: Order!

 Mr. THEODORE: He would not have
done so had it not besn for the letter sent
to him by the Premier.

The SPEAKHER: Order! I hope the hon.
member will not continue in that strain.
‘he hon. member is not in order in refer.
ring to His Excellency in the manner he
1s doing. The hon. member cannot be
allowed to speak in those terms of His
Excellency., 1 think the hon. member will
see tho propriety of what I say.

Mr., THEODORE: Ves, I do, Mr. Speaker;
but I think it was g gravoe misuse of his
privileges for the Premier to communicate
with the Governor as he did. He misused
his privilege by attempting to deceive the
Cvr?vernor.on this grave question. Upon
this question I hope that the Premier and
every hon. member of the Ministry will for
ever refrain from making such egregious
asses of themselves as they did on that occa.
sion by sctting themselves up as constitu-
tional authoyities.

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

_ Mr. THEODORE: Tt seems to me that
1t was nothing more or less than an
attempt by the State Government to make
capital out of the Federal Government
for their own ignoble purposes, and I
think that the rebukes which they got from
their own friends in the Federal House will
be a sufficient lesson to them in future.
The Commissioner of Police, Mr. Cahill,

[#r. Theodore.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Address in Reply.

was a person who assumed a_ position of
very greal importance during the strike.

Mr. LenNoN: He was the Commander-in-
Chief.

Mr. THEODORE: It appears from the
correspondence which I have read, especi-
ally in the communication from the
Premier to Sir John Quick, that it was Mr.
Cahill, Commissioner of Police, who sug-
gested calling out the military. I think
that this came about through the inaction of
the Government and their inability to take
the necessary steps.

Mr. Hamizrox: It was Dublin  Castle

over agaln.

Mr. THEODORE: That
Mr. Cahill to assume the
little despot in Brisbane.

The TrREASURER: He did
let me say.

Mr. THEODORE: THe Treasurer says
that he did splendid work. If that is so,
how is it that not a solitary Minister
during th2 debate has said a single word
in defence of him, in reply to the charges
made by members of the Opposition against
Mz, Cahill himself, his administration,
against his motives, and against his con-
trol of the Police Force during that strike?
These charges were made during the strike
and on every public platform since the strike,
and not a solitary Minister has undertaken
the duty of defending the Commissioner in
any way whatever. The Home Secretary
never mentioned the Commissioner during
his speech. Is there not something sinister
in that? Is there some mysterious inotive
for silence? Are they ashamed of the Com:
missioner of Police?

strike enabled
position of a

splendid work,

Mr. HamirtoN: They are ashamed of each
other. (Opposition laughter.)

Mr. THEODORE: The Home Secretary
made reference the ‘other night to the find-
ing of quantities of dynamite. The thing is
too absurd altogether. Did the hon. mem-
ber expect any hon. member in this House
to believe that twenty separate and indi-
vidual attempts were made by unionists, or
somebody else, to blow up the trams or the
tram property, or indulge in tram wrecking ?
I do not think anyone would believe such
a preposterous story as that. There iz
something more than appears on the surface
in this matter. The Home Secrctary care-
tully refrained from giving the name of the
person who drew up the report f}'oﬂl which
he quoted, although he was deﬁnlte]y.asked
by the deputy leader of the Opposition to
do so. The hon. gentleman quoted from the
document which was alleged to be the report
on the finding of the explosives, but only
one or two cases of the finding of explosives
was recorded in the public Press of Queens.
land during the currency of the general
strike. The first reports were in the Courier
and Daily 3Mail in the early days of the
strike. It was reported that a plug of gelig-
nite had been found, and it went on to say
that in the opinion of experts if that plug
had exploded it would have shattered the
car to fragments and killed all the people
in the immediate vicinity. Now, I have
some knowledge of the use of explosives
and the effect of an explosion of gelignite;
I have used a good many hundred-weights
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of it during my career, and I know that an
explosion of 50 1b. of gelignite would not
cause the effect which it was stated by the
daily Press would be caused by the explo-
sion of that one plug. I noticed that after
that the Courier did not record any further
finding of gelignite. They were probably
afraid that 1t would have a boomerang effect
and would react upon themselves, or that
the public would not ride in the tramears,
as thev would be afraid of being killed,
and in that way it would react on their
friend, Mr. Badger. I think there are one
or two editors of daily newspapers in this
town who can tell us more about the plant-
ing of the gelignite plugs and the finding
of the plugs than any other person in this
State. )

An Oprosirion Mewsir: They put them
there themselves.

Mr. THEODORE: I do know that this
Government is the direct lineal descendant
of a Government of which Mr. Horace Tozer
was Colonial Secretary, which, in the
nineties, did not scruple to employ organised
workers. In what is known as an agent
provocateur, his duty was to help the Govern-
ment in their enmity to the Labour organi-
sations, and he was in the Government
employ for three years.

Mr. BownAN: A spy.

Mr. THEODORE: He was employed to
spy on the unions. He became a member
of the various unions in Brisbane and be.
longed to the Workers’ Political Organisa-
tions. During that three years he carried
on his nefarious work of spying on his
fellows, and he comuuunicated to the Go-
vernment what they were doing. He used to
incite the men to do lawless acts in order
that the Government might trump up cases
againsl them. I believe this Government
would vesort to the same despicable things.
I want to say thst in spite of the denials
that were given by hon. msmbers of this
Chamber, sud by the men who woere con-
nected with the strike, that there was no
atterapt made to interfere with the supply
of ice to the hospitals—in spite of all that,
I say the Home Secretary is unscrupulous
encugh to repeat the missrable lie. It is
not understandable in our present day, when
there is supposed to be the ordinary civility
even Dbetwren vpolitical opponenis, when
members on the Governizent side cannot
accept the denials given by hon. members
-It was alleged against the strikers that they
were interfering with the supplies for the
hospitals, but I will quote from the Courier
to show what was the actual position. We
find in the Courier of the 29th January, one
day before the strike, the following adver-
tisement was inserted by the strike cowi-
mitfee :—

“The committes desire the public to
know that they are anxious, and will in
every manner assist, to have hospitals,
benevolent, and such institutions fully
provided with stores and other requisites
necessary to effectually carry on same
during the tenure of this dispute, and
carters, ete., supplying those may obtain
permits on applying to the undersigned.

“We also desire it to be known that
we will not, in any way, interfere with
the measures usually taken to safeguard
the public health of the community, such
as sanitation, ete.™
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That anncuncement was published in the

“  daily Press of Brisbane the day

[4.30 p.m.] before the strike. Two days

afterwards, on Ist February, the

“ Official Bulletin > of the strike committee
contained this—

““A permit has been given for the
manufacture of ice for the hospitals, pro-
viding only union labour is employed.
Thers was no delay whatever in doing
this on the sirike committec’s part, and
we repudiate the lying and cowardly
assertions of the Brisbane Press. Should
there be any difficulty in getting ice,
the committee will see that it is sur-
maounted by arranging at once to supply
it  themselves. Will hospitals please
note?”

Doss that show any desire to interfere with
the ice =upply to the hospitals? Any person
with a spark of manhood in his composition
and who knew all these facts should not
hesitate to say that the strike committee
did everything possible in order that the
supply should not be interfered with; and
any person knowing those facts who deliber-
ately states what was said here by the Home
Sceretary the other night, well, 1 do not
know what term can be used fittingly to
describe him. T koow thai the term which
I should like to use would not be parlia-
mentary, and therefore I refrain from using
it. (Opposition laughter.) While upon this
question, I should like to say that the same
scrt of malicious lying has heen going on
regarding the stoppage of food supplies and
the stoppagz of milk supplies. I do not
speak on this question as one who was on
the strike committee, but as one Who, not
bhaving been in Brisbane at the time the
strike occurred, but as a person who made
himself acquainted with events subsequently,
could take an impartial and dispassionate
view of what happened. It has ocome
to my knowledge that there was an
attempt to stop fcod supplies, but t}le at-
terapt proveaded from the Employers’ Fadera-
tion: A membsr of the Employers’ Federa-
tion told me that a meeting of the Federa-
tion was held on 2nd Felaunary, end st thag
mesting  there atiended representatives of
1o Chamiber of Ranufachurers, the Brisbane
Traders’ Association, the Master Bakers’
seociation. wnd the Master Buichers’ Asso-
stiont, and at that meeting thry carricd a
resolution that all plaees of business in the
naetropolitan arca should be closed down for
one month, and it was expressly stated thot
it was for the purpose of bringing pressure
to bear upon the strikers. It has_been
admitted in unequivocal languace that it was
for the purposs of starving the workers intc
submission. I will tell hon. members what
1t wss that broke down this little scheme
There is no doubt they would have carried
out their intention if they had sufﬁcxept
power, but this is what happened. The
Quecnsland Co-operative Stores. which have
premizes in Queen sireet, decided to open
if they could get supplies from the wholesale

houses.
The SECRETARY ¥OR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Why wers they closed?

Mr THREODORE: They were closed by con-
tingenele: and circumstsnces which usually
happen when there i a dislocation of Jbusi-
138 of this gort. It is not worth explaining
to the hon. gentlsman. He iz not so ignorant
that he does not know why they closed.

Mr. Theodore]
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When 1men,
great excitement, knock off work and hold
meetings for the purpose of considering cer-
tain questions, it is likely that ordinary busi-
ness will be temporarily interfered with. So
soon as they could restore the ordinary means
of supplying the people with food, they did
50.

Mr., G. P. BARNES: By permit.

Mr, THEODORE: It is a pity the hon.
memper should make such an insane inter-
icetion.  The Co-operative Stores came to the
determination that, so long as they could get
supplies  from the wholesale stores of the
geods they rejuired, they would open, and
Messrs. boggitt, Jones, and Co., wholesale
suppliers in this city, decided to supply them,
and they opencd, and thus hbroke down the
arrangement. And so soon as the Co-opera-
tive Stores opened, a number of other store-
keepers broke away from the Employers’
Federation, wlhen they found their business
was going from them, and the Employers’
Foderation found themselves in the position
of a body not having its edicts carried out
by its own members. I shall quote from the
Courier again. 1 prefer to quote from the
organ of the Liberal party, because I do not
want 1t to Dbe said that [ am quoting from
sources which might he said to be prejudiced
in favour of my cause. The Courier of lst
February said—

“The majority of the
ness  premiscs carried on business as
usual. . The 7yestaurants are all
keeping their doors open and carrying
on business. . . ‘lhe principal of
one of the largest firms of retail grocers
in the city, with branches throughout the
suburbs, sald that ther were carrying on
without any great measure of difficulty.”

retail busi-

I think I have now disposed of the malicious
false statements that have been made by
members on the other side regarding the
stoppage of foxd supplies, and I think T may
say that the strike committee challenge any
hon. member ¢n the other side, or anyone in
Queensland, to cite one case where the milk
supply of the city was interfered with.
PPOSITION MEMBERS: llear, hear!

Mr. THEODORE: As my time has almost
expired, I will Teave questions of detail; but
I want to point out that the Government
have evidently been unable to see anything
in the recent movement except the insignifi-
vant local circumstances. They have been
urable to deteet what underlies this great
movement which led to an upheaval in Bris-
bane a few months ago. They have not tried
to discover the real cause, nor are ther con-
corned aboub the possible consequences, of
such an upheaval.

Mz, Covne: Or the remedy either.

My, THEODORE: Apparently they do
not realise that there is something radically
wreong in the body politic when 20,000 or
30,060 men can take the action which was
taken in February last. They do not see
that there is industrial unrest in every country
in the world, that men are no longer satisfied
with the cvil conditions under which they
have been labouring. They do not see that
working men are now looking for something
Letter; that they are locking for a fair
measure of the comforts and the good things

[Mr. Theodore.
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of this life. No longer are they going to be
satisfied with living in miserable hovels and
existing on hard fare. They are going to
have a say in so reorganising society that
they will get a fair measure of the comforts
and the intellectual enjoyments of civilised
life. I know the Treasurer will not concede
that they are entitled to that. He does not
think that a navvy or a man working in a
sugar-mill for 44d.” an hour and keep should
be a person that should have any higher

ideals.

The Treasvrer: He is a better frienp}.of
the working man than you are. (Opposition
laughter.)

Mr. THEODORE : He is a better friend of the
working man when he will allow his own em-
ployees in the sagar-mills to go out on stzllke for
three months before he will give them 73d. an
hour, and when he will make them work
$wolve hours a day under these miserable
conditions! In consequence of the dissemina-
tion of literature, even those who &re labour-
ing under the most adverse circumstances
now look for something better. They look
to lifs themselves up from the environment
to which they have been subjected. and they
are asking why they should not share ‘X’Vltli
traders, and rich lawyers, and the prqlessmnaf
classes, and the_ retainers, and the ;dlersvloh
society, why they should not enjoy W:Ift
them some of the amenities of civilised 1i et.;
Why should they not Jook with enjoymen
upon the pictures painted by great 11;;1,1s§tels%
or why should they not enjoy the wor S"?h
the great poets, and why not follow wi s
attention and interest the discoveries anf
investigations of scientists in the realm (:
geology, biology, metaphysics, and all thogg,
sciences which are of so much interest?
Does the hon. gentleman say the working
classes should not take an interest in these
things?

“R: = 3 king
The TrEASUT R: I say that we are maki
provision for them to do so.  (Opposition
laughter.)

Mr. THEQODORE: Make provision ! The
hon. gentleman was making provision b}t
compelling them to work twelve hours for
41d. an hour and keep. There is no pl‘O\’lSlOﬁ
by which they can purchase even books, muc
less indulge in the luxuries of life.  They
have to live in hovels while the hon. gentle-
man and his friends live in suburban villas
dnd palatial residences.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
What about Fisher's palatizl residence?

Mr. THEODORE: Mr. Fisher is trying
to help the working class, and if the hon.
gentleman were inspired by as pure motives
it would be to his eredit.

Ths SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Why don’t you explain about the lount
Morgan strike? :

Mr. THEODORE: The Mount Morgan
strike! If a body of workers in Queens-
land!

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber has occupied the time allowed by she
Standing Orders. I now put the question—
“That the hon. member for Chillagoe be
allowed further time to complete his
speech.”
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Question put; and the House divided:—

Avms, 24.

Mr. Adamson Mr. Huxham

,» DBarber ,, Kirwan

,» DBertram ,, Land

., Bowman ,, Larcombe
,, Breslin ,, Lennon

,»  Coyne ,» May

,, Fihelly ,» Murphy

,, Foley ,, McCormack
,, Gilday ,,  O’Sullivan
,, Hamilton ., Ryan

,, Hardacre ,, Theodore
,, Hunter Winstanley

Tellers: Mr. Land and Mr. Murphy.

NoEes, &5.

Mr. Allan Mr. Macrossan
,» Appél ., Morgan
,, DBarnes, G.P. ,, Paget
,, Barnes, W.H. ., Petrie
,, Bebbington ,» Rankin
,» Booker ,» Roberts
,» Bridges ,»  Somerset
,» Calne ,,» Stevens
. Corser, B. H. ,, Swayne
,» Corser, E. B. C. ,, Tolmie
. Crawford ., Trout
;» Denham . ,, Vowles
,»  Grant ,, Walker
., Grayson ,, Welsby
,» Gunn ., White
,» Macartney ,, Wienholt
,» Mackay .  Williams

Mackintosh
Telleﬂs Mr. Morgan and Mr. Wienholt.

Resolved in the negative.

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla): At the outset
of my remarks I would like to congratulate
the mover and seconder of the Address in
Reply; likewise yourself, Sir, at having
been re-elected to the honourable position
of Speaker of this House. So far as the
Governor’s Speech is concerned, and the
policy placad before the House, it appears
to me that it meets with the unanimous ap-
proval of both parties. I have listened
attentively to the addresses delivered by
hon. members opposite, and the only thing
they took objection to was the strike. They
have endeavoured to talk away, as it were,
the mistakes and blunders made by men
connected with their party in fomenting
that particular trouble.  First one said that
we sufiered from a general strike, then
another called it a lock-out. I think it was
practically a rebellion. (Opposition laugh-
ter.) The leader of the Opposition dealt
only with two subjects during a speech last-
ing something like an hour and a-half, and
he failed altogether in criticising the policy
of the Government. He thought, no doubt,
from his point of view, or from his party’s
point of view, that it was more advisable to
get certain explanations in Hansard. The
deputy lzader of the Opposition told us that
had the Government taken cortain steps no
strike would have occurred at all; but I say
that had men on that side taken certain
steps no strike would have ocrurred. Were
the Government responsible for those men
svearing a badge on their watch chain?

An OrrosiTioN MEMBER: Ves.

37r. MORGAN: Were they responsible for
that, espevinlly after those men had accepted
emplovment with the {full undeestanding that
they were not to wear any distinctive badge
4o show that they belonged to any particular
union? No doubt those men were advised to
go to work, bslieving they could act the same
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came of bluff tua‘ was acted in Melbourne
and some of the other States. Here in
(Queensiand the game of bluff did not come
off; the men responsible for the strike dis-
covered, to their sorrow, that the gun was
loaded. 'lney presented a weapon at the
head of DMr. Badger, and discovered that
the gun was loaded, and it actually meant a
strike. They were not men enough when
they discovered that their bluff did not comne
off to say that they had made a mistake, or
to call the strike off, but they went on and
appealed to the (;ovarnment to try and pre-
vent the strike, and get thern out of the
blunder which they had made themselves.
That is the whole position. Yet we are
told that the Governmsnt could have pre-
vented the strike. No doubt every sirike
can be prevented if you give the men exactly
what they want Only recently, a strike oc-
curred in connuction with some men who
were eugaged loading sleepelq from g ship,
in order to build a railway, in connection
with the Fcderal Government. These men
strack for 12s. u day. The strike was soon
settled by the Fegeral Government, and how
did they settle it? By giving the men what
they asked for. Nvery ike can be sottled
quickly i they glve thﬁm exactly what they
want; and that is only for the time being.
This 1s the worst of it: When they give way
to men who are asking in many instances
unreasonable requests, 1t is locked upon as
a sign of weakness—they are told that they
are not game to refuse the demand. Then
they come again, and keep on coming aguin,
until cveﬂtualh something must occur, and
that is what occurred in connection with the
Brisbane stitke. Personaity, T am not sorry
that the sirike oscurred. Something had to
come sooner or later. The lessons fgmght
bv the utrike no doubt have been sV ere,
but thev will be taken to heart by people on
hoth sides. The agitators, or the strike
lcaders--call thein what you like—-have been
taught a very severe leston. What is the
vesult of thst important lesson? Here we
have them in this Ifouse geiting into
Hansard stuff which they know is to be sent
throughout the countrv—they are getting that
information ecirculated for the purpose of
bamboozling people in  country districts.
Bpeak to any hon. member opposite privatels,
and every one of them will teil you that
the strike was a fatal blunder, and never
should have ouvcurred, but got them on the
floor of the House, and they try to throw
dust in the <cyes of the people and the
workers generally. They are not game %o
go on a public platform, or stand up here
\vb sre they are leing reported, and say what
thev would say outside—that the strike was
a mistake. Why do they not own up to it -
manfully? They have made charges against
this Goverameat about the r\ohce batoning
women and children. Is these a man on that
side who will go before a J,udn,o, and swoear
that he saw with his own eyes women and
children batonad hy the police?

OrprosTrroNn MEMBFRS : Yes, yes!

Mr. MORGAN: Any amount cf rhese men
were in Brisbane during the whele prriod
of the strike, in the diffcrent places where
the crowds coll\.cted and I think if any one
of those men were asked to take an oath
that thev raw with their own eyes—

Mr. May: You only think so, you will not
state it.

The SPEAKER: Order !
Mr. Morgan.}



272 Address i Reply.

Ar, MORGAN : Not one of them would be
came to substantiite thers what they said on
the floor of the House.

Mr. CoyNg: I will take an ¢ath on it any
time.

Ar. MORGAN: I do not intend to proceed
further with the strike; I have more im-
portaut matter to deal with. The strike is a
thing of the past, so far as I am concerned.
The lesscn nas been taught; ““Let the dead
past bury its dead.” {(Oppesition laughter.)
I have cerfain grievances to ventilate i con-
neciion with the Electoral Act. I think we
have one of the most imperfect Hlectoral
Acts that exists in Australia. It has been
niore convineingly brought home to my mind
by what occurred during the recent general
election. Tiiat election goes to show that
voles can be recorded improperly, that a
man cair vote two or three times, that a man
cant be on the rolls for at least six different
electoruves, and can vote in any one of those
particular olectorates, or, if he wishes to be
dishonest, can vots for the whole of the six
electorates.

Mr. FIEELLY: It is the fault of the Home
Secretary.

bIr. MORGAN: It also shows that big
alterations are nceassary, and I am pleased to
find from ths Governor’s Speech that it is
the imteniion of the (Governiment to intro-
ducs an amendment of the Llectoral Act.
When the ameniding measure is introduced,
I hope it will enable the Government to
prosecits thoss who are discovered to have
done suniething illegal, and not place the
whole burden of prosscution on the candi-
date. I have a list sent to me by the return-
ing cfficer, showing thut no less then seven-
tesn penple had voted twice in my electorate.

The SveaETaRY FOR RATILWAYS: Seventeen
instances of double voting?

Mr. MORGAN: Ves, Why should that
list b2 sent to me as a candidate, and why
should I bo looked upon as the person who
should instituts proceedings? That should
be the work of ihe departmeat. We should
Liave #uars appointed who will prosecute,
and have the men brought befor: the court.
&l : .

we profect people from being robbed,
1 we not protect our voting system,
e thznb it 13 made as clean ag it poscibly

can bhe?

An Orprostrioy Memsen: This is one of the
worst Governsaents we have had.

2Ir. S3TORGAN: No matter what Govern-
ment 1t may be, it should have officers ap-
pointedd, «o thet after a general elestion
metters cen bo gone into, and, when there
13 sutacirnt evidence of dishonesty, prosecu-
“tion sl d take place. But gencrally after
an clection we say, “Let it rip; it does not
matter.”  That means that the people who
are dishenest in recording their votes oo on
being dishonest, and perhaps induce other
.beople to be dishonest, because they know
that no prosecution ever takes place. 1 do
not wisa 9 convey the idea that my remarks

vefer simply to those who voted

{6 p.re] fpr the Labour-Socialist party;-it

. 18 quite possible in a large com-
munity that these things exist on both sides.

My remarks are made so that as fur as pos-
sible we <hall get a true vote from the people,
and not a vote which has been proved to be
cne that_cannot be relied on. I also hope
that the Bill will include provision for voting
hy vost.

OrrosiTioN MEemBERS: No, no!

[Mr. Morgan.
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Mr. MORGAN : We know that the women
now have a perfect right to vote; the old
men also have a perfect right to vote, and
I ask whether it is right that in electorates
like my own out in the country people should
be expected to travel 30 or 40 miles to a
polling-booth to record their votes—women
in a delicate state of health, and feeble »ld
men. If we believe in every adult being
allowed to vote, should we not make it as
easy as possible for their votes to be re-
corded? In an election we should endeavour
to get a true reflex of the opinion of the
people, but we cannot do that if we debar
certain people from voting; and unless pro-
vision is made for voting by post we do
debar a large number of people from voting
in country electorates, where people have to
travel over bad roads, and cross creeks with-
out bridges. I say that many people in these
districts are  practically disfranchised
through not being able to vote by post, the
provision for voting by post having been
abolished because the people in the cities
and towns did certain things which made 1t
advisable, in the opinion of the Government,
that it should be abolished. In the cities

- and towns there are polling-places right up

against a person’s door, and one can jump
into a tram or a cab and record his vote in
ten minutes. . I see no reason why people
in the country should be disfranchised on
account of things that took place in the
towns which did not reflect credit on the
system of voting by post; and I think that
if we are going to have voting by post it
can be made clean.

Mr. MurpHY: It has been tried already
and found wanting, you know.

Mr. MORGAN: There is one thing in
particular that I want to emphasise, and
that is the excessive rates charged on our
railways for certain goods. I introduced a
deputation last December to the Deputy
Commissioner for Railways in connection
with the freights on kerosene, oils, benzine,
ete. The deputation was an influential one;
and after some time I received word that a
reduection would be made to the extent of 33%
per dent. on the carriage of thoze articles.
It seemed a big reduction to make, but I
showed that the freights on those articles in
Queensland were from 200 per cent. to 300
per cent. higher than in any other State of
Australia. This reduction is all very well;
but it only applies to 4-ton lois, and does
not benefit the small farmer, or even the
average storekeeper, who cannot afford to
get 4 tons of kerosene at a time. I say we
should have a reduction that would apply
to lots as small as three cases, if the little
people are to have the benefit of reduced
freights. It is said that there is a difficulty
in the handling of kerossne; bu: when I
was in Victoria and New South Wales some
time ago I found that a case of kerosene
could be sent by rail 200 miles for 1s., while
in Queensland, to get a case sent from here
to Miles, a distanca of 230 miles, it costs
6s. 6d.

Mr. Frurrry: There is a Labour Govern-
ment in New South Wales.

Mr. MORGAN: This was before the
Labour Government got into power, and
they never made any alferation of the rail-
way freights since they have been in power.
I notice that the Minister for Railways,
speaking at Toowoomba in connection with
the Drayton deviation, proudly remarked
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that the Ruilssay Department, after paying
all working exponses and interest on cOost,
provided a credit balance of something like
£75,000. No doubt that is very gratifying
to the Minister and the Commisrioner.

The BECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: And very
gratifying to the Treasurer.

Mr. MORGAN: Of course it is; but you
must admit that that £75000 has been got
from the people in the country, and is noth.
ing more or less than a tax drawn out of
the country people, because it is the country
people who have earned that money. In the

big cities and towns you get everything at

the price of the port; sou do not pay tha
freight from here to country placas or from
country places back to Brisbane. If we send
anything to Brisbane to be #old, we have to
accept the price obtained less the cost of
getting it to Brisbane, and if we buy any-
thing in Brisbane we have to pay the Bris-
bane price with the amount of the freight
added, so that we pay the freight both Wi
and that £75,000 is nothing but a tax drawn
from the country people and put info the
Treasury to be used in some other direction.
I say that if the railways are made %o pay,
they should not be expected to do anythin
else. They should not be expected to pro;
vide a surplus, which is nothing but a tax
on a particular class. Another thing, though
the Brisbane and suburban railways are run
practically at a loss, the trains are provided
with all sorts of comforts and luxuries. I
travelled in a train from Corinda to Bris-
bane containing not more than six people,
but in trains out West we are pasked like
herrings. s

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: You want to
travel by a suburban train in the morning.

Mr. MORGAN: I admit that for an hour
or two in the morning they may be packed
sometimes, and then we see letters in the
Couricr, and a bhig deputation from the
Chamber of Commerce with complaints of
having to stand up while travelling a few
miles, and an alteration is made. I have
seen people standing in the train all the
way from Brisbsne to Dalby, and we have
had to complain time after time in oraer to
get a_lavatory carriage. (Hear, hear!) I
am plessed to say, however, that we have
got an improvement in the Western train.

Mr. DowmMaN: And there is
greater ilmprovement,

Mr. MORGAN: The Minister for Rail-
ways fulfilled his promise to put on the
Western line a good sleeper, and the old
fowlhouse we used to have has been done
away with.

An Opposrrron MEMBER : You are too warm
on the Government.

Mr. MORGAN: Not a hit. If you tra-
vellad in thet carriage on a summer night
you would find it a bit more warm than
you iruzine, At any rate. we now have a
sleeper, and the train service is better than
it used io be. Nevertheless, I say a big
improvement can still be made in the trains
which truvel a long way into country dis-
tricts. I wish also to mention some matters
in connection with the Agricultural Depart-
ment. Ho far as my expericnce of the de-
partment and my knowledge of Queensland
go, I think the Agricultural Department
has done fairly good worlk during the past
two and a-half years. I admit that the
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department is a much better department
to-day than it was two end a-half years ago.
“hen the present Minister for Agriculture
was appointed, I expressed the hope that
he would make it a real, live, up-to-date
cepartment, sand I fcel sure that the hon.
gentieman 1s doing his level best in tha?
i At the

b gamee time, although I
be cirong, I think that he is ham-
1 in some way. The department is
not what w2 mey eall a money-making

department; it hes to depend upon the
motey it gets from the Tre v, and has
nething coming in. And a- depurt-
ment has nothing coming iz, Treasurer

naturally looks at ev shilling spent by
that department. I contend that the monzy
spent by the Agricultural Department is
the best spent money in Queensland, and I
think it 1s a pity that the Ministar has
not got more to spend.

Mr. KiewaN: To give awny seed wheat?

Mr. MORGAN: No; we do not want any-
thing in that way; if_ farmers want any-
thing they are preparcd to pay for it. We
are not like the hon. mc-mber’s_ crowd, who
want to bs spoonfed all the time, but we
want this department to be made a live
depariment, and I feal sure thei if the pre-
s=nt Minister is given a chance he will m1ake
in a live department. I therefors hope that
he will be given a greater smount of money
than he has hitharto received for his depart-
ment. I would suggest that = demonstration
farm should be established {for the purpose
of showing that wheat can be grown profit-
ably. So far 2s the :ugzar snd dairying in-
dustries are concerned, 14 is well known that
under orcdinary conditicns they can be made
a succers.  But what abeul the wheat-grow-
ing industry? We are not prowing n“ad,?'
enough whea$ to feed our ovn people. We
have to g=: wheat from other States in
order to feed thousands of our own people.
That is a shame to this Stsie, as, instead of
bringing in wheat from other Btates, we
should have truck load uron truck load of
wheat golng to the ships for export; and if
we had that, we should find ships coming
here whizh do nei now vist our ports, and
their coming here vwould bring trade to
Queensland. I should like to see the Agri-
cultural Department take up a block of land,
saz, west of Chinchilla, and take it up under
the seme conditions as an ordinary selector,
clear it, plough it, and put it under wheat’
cultivation. I sugges' that, because there is
an impression smong old Queenslanders, and
also among many new comers, thai wheat
cannot be grown successfully in Queonsla’nd.
The consequence is that as soon as they
take up a block of land they go in _for
dairying or some agricultural pursuit which
it has been proved is profitable in this
State, but they do not go in for wheat culti-
vation. They may pei in a few acres of
wheat, but they do not go in for its
scientific cultivation on a large scale, and
the result is that during the last four or
five yesrs we have not made any progress
in the arca put under wheat—we are not
growing more wheat now than we did five
years ago. I know perfectly well that wheat
can be grown profitably in Queensland
becauss I have proved it for myself. Wheat
can be grown here as well as in any State
in Australia. But the farmer is a peculiar
person—he likes to follow. It is all very
well to send up an expert to try to teach
the farmer what to do, by showing him
your methods on a platform or in a boock,

Mr. Morgan.]
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but that is no good to the farmer. I have
lived among farmers all my life, and I can
assure you that the man who goes into a
~district and cultivates 200 or 300 acres of
land, and grows a large crop of wheat
profitably, will do more to encourage the
cultivation of wheat than any platform
lectures. The farmer wants a practical de-
monstration, and this can be given him
by the department taking up a block of
land under ordinary conditions and growing
wheat under a capable manager. Such a
farm would prove a good financial invest-
ment, because when the wheat is grown it
will be sent to thc market and sold at the
highest current prices. I do not want to
see an experiment made with four or five
acres, but should like to see 400 or 500
acres, or even 1,000 acres put under wheat,
as that will do more to demonstrate to the
farmer that wheat can be grown profitably
than any isolated experiments in different
parts of the State. A thousand pounds
would be sufficicnt for the initial expense.
Many a farmer has gone on to a block of
land with not more than £200 or £300, and
he has made agriculture a success. When
it is proved that the demonstration farm is
capable of growing wheat profitably, and
the farm has outlived its usefulness, as many
of our State farms have—and I am glad
the Minister has recognised that fact—the
department could sell the land, allowing the
man who worked it the option of purchase.
That would make him take more interest in
the farm. The hon. member for Cunning-
ham quoted figures the other night which
show how the value of land increases in
agricultural districts. Iand on Westbrook
was sold some years ago at £5 per acre,
and to-day it is worth £30 per acre. That
shows that the increased price which would
be obtained for the land used as a wheat
demonstration farm would more than recoup
the department the expense incurred in its
estshlishment, and in its operations the farm

would he a money-making concern. I
also wish to refer to the Agricultural
Bank. I was one of those—and I think
the present Minister for Agrienlture was

also one of those—who condemned the Agri-
cultural Bank, as it were, up hill and down
date. We eonsidered twelve months ago that
the Agrieulnrsl Bank was not doing what
was expected of it. T admit that there has
bhann a certrin amonnt of improvement. I
. admit that the bank is doing better work
to-day than it was doing twelve months ago.

The SpenrPTARY FOR AGRICULTORE: We are
petting rid of vearly £7,000 a week.

Mr. MORGAN: It mav be doing that,
but still better work can be done.

Mr. MurpHY: Can anyone get a draw on
it? (Laughter.)

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Yoes.

Mr. MORGAN : Bven if the Agrieultural
Bank is getting rid of £7.000 a week, I do
not take muech notice of that. I remember
during the ecarly davs of the strike a man-
ager of one of our financial institutions told
me in Brisbane on the verv day I was talk.
ing to him no less than fifty peuple came
in to his place and borrowed swins of from
£5 to £25 for a small term to carvy them
over the term of the strike. (Opwosition
laughter.)

Mr. Fruerry: Too strong.

[ n Morgan.
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Mr. MORGAN: It is an absolute fact.
They recognised that the strike was going
to last a certain time, and that they would
not be earning any wages, and so they came
fo the financial institution for assistance,
and during that day fifty people Wex}t fo
him to borrow money. Bug it does not say
that because that man had fifty clients that
day that he was going good work. _ The
reason that the Agricultural Bank is being
made so much use of is because the other
banks have closed their doors to the farmers
and they are being asked to reduce their
overdrafts. And not only are the farmers
askked to reduce their overdraits,
but the business people too, and £the
business people have to say to the far.
mer that he must reduce his account, &s
the banls is squeezing him. The resulb is
that hundreds of people have been driven
to the Agricultural Bank to get money,
people who would not have gone to it crher-
wise. It is not because the conditions are
favourable that the people go to the Agri-
cultural Bank, but because the other condi-
tions are unfavourable. Then one-fourth of
the people who go there are compelled to
do so whether they like it or not, becuase
the Government will not let them go to any
other bank. They cannot mortgage their
property or borrow money on it until after
the lapse -of a certain period, s0 they are
compelled to go to the Agricultural Bank.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: It is @
good thing they have a bank to go to.

Mr. MORGAN: It is certainly a good
thing that they are able to do that. Bur
we established an agricultural bank for
that purpose. There is one important
matter which I wish to touch upon in con-
nection with this bank. I can safely cay
that not one member of this House thought
when that amending Agricultural Bank Bill
was going through the House last session
that such regulations wers going to be
passed as we find since have been pasied.
No one thought that such a regulatlon as
regulation 24 was going to be framed. We
thought when we passed such a liberal
clause that it was one of the most liberai
picces of legislztion ever passed in Aju?,r,ra:
lia. I refer to section 17 of the Act, although
it was clause 6 of the amending Bill. In
that clause we provided that any person
could borrow up to £200 for the purposs
of effecting improvements, even. although
he had no improvements on his property.
He would receive an advance of £200 at
the rate of £1 for £1. I went through my
electorate and during the election compalgn
I referred to this clause and pointed ous
what the Liberal Government had done for
the farmers. I know I obtained scores
of votes by the insertion of that clause
in the amending Act, ecspecially from
voung fellows who wanted to take advan-
tage of it. and they all thought what 2
splendid Government it was which passed
such a clause. Dut what do we find now?
We find thst a regulation has been issued.
It was not my fault, nor the fault of any
memboer of this House that such a regula-
tion was passed, for it never came before
the Touse for our approval or otherwise.
We find 2 regulation has been issued which
debars the unfortunate people who took up
prickly-pear land from getting any advances
wnder this clause. I have got the regulation
here. :
Mr. MureHEY: Let us have it
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Mr. MORGAN: It is regulation 24, and
it reads as follows:—

“In mno case shall sub-section 1 of
section 6 of the Agricultural ‘Bank
Act Amendment Act of 1911, so far as
it relates to advances made at the rate
of £1 for £1, be deemed to refer to
adyances made upon the security of any
prickly-pear selection, nor shall it be

- deemed to apply to any application that
is not for a first advance.”

Now we have the prickly pear here and we
want to get rid of it.
Mr. Bowuax: The Government don’t.

Mr. Mureiy: Don’t the prickly-pear selec-
tors get spscial concessions?

Mr, MORGAN: Yes; but I will tell you
all about them later on. As a matter of
fact, I will show that the man who takes
up a prickly-pear selection is really worse
off than the man who takes up an agricul-
tural farm, so that he really does not get
any concession at all. At any rate, no one
knew that there was going to be such a regu-
lation as that to apply to the unfortunate
man who took up prickly-pear selections.
As a matter of fact, I thought that the
clauss was framed and included in the Bill
for the benefit of the prickly-pear selector,
because they are the men who want assist-
ance.  The rich man will not take up a
prickly-pear block at all, beeause it is not
worth bothering with. It is only the poor
man who will graft on a prickly-pear selec-
tion and clear it. Yet under this regulation
the man who takes up a prickly-pear selec-
tion caznot get an advance under this par-
ticular section of the Act.

Mr. BowMan: Who is responsible for the
passing of that regulation?

Mr. MORGAN: That is exactly what I

do not know. That regulation never came
befors ths House.

Mr. Bowaan: Ask the Government.

~Mr. MORGAN: I think it is only right
that a regulation of that sort should come
before the Iouse before it is passed.

Mr, Frpiey: Move a vote of censure on
the Government.

Mr. MORGAN: It is quits likely that the
Liquor Bill will be brought forward this
session and be passed. Well, would it be
right for the Minister to issue a regulation
saying that the operations of a certain
clauso of that Act would not apply to certain
publicans? It is just the same a5 was done
here.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: That
regulation was laid on the table of the
House within seven days of the meeting of
the House.

Mr. MORGAN: This regulation never
came before Parliament at all.

The SETRETARY TOR AGRICULTURE: I laid 1t
on .the table of the House within seven days
of meefing.

Mr. MORGAN: Yes, during the preseat
Parliament, but when the amending Bill
was being passed last year we passed it in
such g way thst anyone who took up an area
of land would be able to get an advance
up to £200 for the purpose of carrying out
improvements. Since then, however, a rezu.
lation has been issued which debars the
holders of prickly-pear selections from got-
ting an advance under that clause. I will

[17 Jury.]
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show the difference in the conditions of the
prickly-pear selection and agricultural farm
selection. A man can take up an agricul
tural farm  of 1,280 acres at 10s. an acre,
which means a total cost of £640. He has
to pay one-fifth of the cost of the survey
fee down, and he is allowed twenty-one
years to pay the balance for the farm, and
in addition he gets ten years in which to
clear his land of pear. The man taking up
a prickly-pear- selection gets 1,280 acrues at
10s. an acre

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
haps nothing.

Mr. MORGAN: If it is given to him for
nothing, I am sorry for the man who takes
it up. He takes up a prickly-pear selection
at 10s. an acre which, for 1,280 acres, amounts
to £640. Ic has to pay the full amount of
the survey fec down, and he has to pay the
full purchasing price within fifteen years, and
in that time he has also to clear his land
of all the pear. So that the man who takes
up an agricultural farm is far better off for
terms than the man with the prickly-pear
selection, and yet under this regulation the
man with the prickly-pear selection is de-
barred from getting an advance for the
purpose of making improvements. The man
with the agricultural farm, on the other hana,
rot only has better terms but he can get an
advance up to £200 under this section. That
is an injustice. I say that is wrong. I admib

that the bank wiil not lend money

[6.30 p.m.] on pear land to any great

extent, as it does not consider
it good security. But in Western Australia,
where they lend up to £400 on Jand without
any improvements, therc is land in certain
parts of the State which is not looked upon
as good security owing to the existence of
«ome polsonous weeds, but the Governmnent
guarantee the bank.

My, Framrry: A Labour Government.

Mr., MORGAN: That was before a Labour
Goverument. ever came into power there. I
admit that the manazer of the bank 1s
within his richt when he says that he can-
not advance £200 on a prickly-pear selie-
tion as the security is not good, becs use
I know what the prickly pear is. But is
it not the duty of the Government to get
round that? Are they prepared to say
to the bank, * Lend the prickly-pear selector
the £200 the-same as the agricultural farm
sclecter, and -we will guarantee the ad-
vance’?  This question hss to be looked
at from a national standpoint, and I am
sorry to say that the pest has nover yot
bren lcoked upon as a national one. The
Lands Depariment have come to the con-
clusion that there are 18,000,000 acres in
QGueensland which are unclearable because of
the pear. The figures which have been pre-
pared by the department show-that-there are
13.000,000 acres of good land in the State
which would be better if sunk at ths bottom
of the sea, becausc the pear has got hold of
it. We find that the pear is not even being
kept in check, but that it is increasing. I
think I might ray that there is two-thirds
more land every yecar coming under pear
than is being cleared of the pest. Yef under
these porticular clauses we are doing  all
we posiibly can to stop men going on to
prickly-pear land. We are told that selectors
of prickly-pear land recrive special considera-
tion in the matter of price. bnt I contend
that it iz not rizht to place any value on it
at all. Tnistead of regarding such land aw ap
asset, we should say that we want 1t~s¢’fﬂed

Hr. Morden.
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and that we shall look for a return from the
selector not to the price of the land but to
railway receipts and other taxes, This land
is getting of less value every year. The thing
is to try and stop the spread of the pear, if
possible. In the Lands Department they
look upon the department as a money making
concern. They want to exact the last penny.
They say that land is worth 10s. an acre. If
it is not taken up after two years at that
price, they reduce the price to 7s. 6d. an
acre, and every two years or so they
reduce the price by 2s. 6d. But in
the iweantime the cost of clearing the
pear is increasing by 10s. or 12s. every
year. The department should be pre-
pared to let people take up pear land for
nothing. They cennot afford to bargain over
the price. 8o long as there is good land in
other parts of Queensland where there s no
pear, so long will the pear land remain un-
selected. If land which is free’ from pear is
not taken up it does not matter, as the land
will not deteriorate; but the pear land is
deteriorating every year, and eventually it
will be worth nothing at all, so that the
department and the State are losing through
insisting on the last penny being got cut of
the selector. Then, owing to the increased
rates of pay to surveyors, the survey fces
have been raised by 50 per cent., and now
they are the highest of any State in Aus-
tralia, and three or four times as high as in
Canada, where they are putting peopie on the
land in thousands. Where we paid £23%
before, we now have to pay 50 per cent.
more, and in the case of prickly-pear lanid
the selector has to pay the whole amount in
a lump as soon as he selects the land. The
department is not dealing fairly by the man
who takes up prickly-pear land, and it should
be more liberal. They should not troublec
their heads about a paltry shilling or two.
Bo long as the pear is being destroyed, they
should be prepared to give the land fox
nothing. .

Mr. Fiurlry: You had better come over
here.

Mr. MORGAN: I am onc of those who
believe In a good strong Government, and I
kelieve in a strong Opposition as well; but
the people have sont such a weak, misersble
Oppesition to this House that some of the
Government supporters find it necessary to
criticize the actions of the Government, be-
cause the Opposition have shown themselvis
so far incanable of dealing with anything but
strikes.

An Oeposiriox MrweeER: You
candid friend of the Government.

Mr. MORGAN: It is better to be the
candid friend of the Government than to be:
a friend who hides himself when he is attacle-
ing anybedy. What I say here I am preparecd
to say outside. I do not say things here
- under the protection of the privilege which =
member possceses with regard to anything he
may say on the floor of this House. If I
make any remarks here, I am prepared to
make them cutside, and that is what some
hon. members on the other side are not
prepared to do.

Mr. Rvan: I do not think you are justificed
in calling this a “miserable Opposition.”>
{Laughter.) Do you think that is a faim
thing? (Reunewed laughter.)

Mr. MORGAN: I certainly think my res-
marks are justified, because hon. members
opposite have absolutely proved during the
last two or three days that they are sapable

[Ma. Morgan.
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of nothing else but talking of strike matters.
In setting forth the conditions which are
imposed on selectors of prickly-pear land, the
Government should insist upon each relecsor
clearing a chain right round his lard during
the first year. At the present time the
selector has to clear a certain portion, but
it is not stipulated where it is to be cleared,
and the result is that one man clears one
portion and another clears another portipn.
If it were specified that during the first year
every selector should clear a chain right
round his selection, the selector of 1,280 acres
would only be asked to clear 48 acres, but it
would mean that there would be a clearing
two chains wide between every two selec-
tions, and that would assist materially in
keeping the pear in check. We have seen a
good deal in the papers lately about she
Government grant of 10s. in the £1 not
being claimed by different local authorities
for pear-clearing. I find that in shires where
it would cost £100 to clear all the roads and
reserves of pear the Government are pre-
pared to grant an endowment to the extant
of £33. Where the cost of clearing the roads
and reserves in a shire would amount to
£300, the Government are prepared to give

-15s. 1in the £1, and in shires where the cost

would exceed £300 per annum they are pre-
pared to grant £1 for £1. But where the
pear is the worst they will not give any
more. We do not want to “ grease the fat
pig,” to use a common expression, but w»
should try to assist the shires in which,
through no fault of their own, it would cost
thousands of pounds to clear the pear. I
suggest that instead of this condition pre-
vailing, the Government should set apart a
certain amount of money and allow everr
shire a bonus—allow so much in the £1 to
every shire, no matter what shire it may be.
If a shire is prepared to spend £100 or £200
or £300 in clearing pear, then they should
get at least 10s. or 16s. in the £1 assistance.
That should apply to every shire, and not
to only a few shires where the pear hardly
exists. At the present time the Government
are only assisting the fortunate shires, and
the unfortunate shircs, which spend a cer-
tain amount of money in clearing pear, ges
no help at all. A shire in my electorate
which spends £200 a year in clearing pear—
a bit here and a bit there—does not get any
help at all, but to another shire that has
only £100 worth of pear, the Government is
prepared to give £33 in order to help them
clear that pear. Where roads are cleared
of pear the owners of the land on either side
should be compelled to keep those particular
roads clear. In Victoria the landowner has
to keep the roads clear of thistles and rab-
bits, and I am quite satisfied in Queensland,
after a man cleans his block of land, if the
council or Government once cleared the road,
the selector would be only too pleased to
keep it clean. That should be a regulation,
or the municipal councils should have the
power to pass by-laws compelling the land-
owners, once the roads have been cleared,
to keep them clear of pear. I also wish to
refer to another important matter, and that
is the necessity for an amendment of the
Careless Use of TFire Act. We find in
Queensland that things have changed—they
are not the same now as they were some
years ago. Districts that at one time were
looked upon as squatting districts are now
agricultural districts, and it is time some
of the old Acts on the statute-book were
revised. We have passed legislation year
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after year, perhaps many years ago, and
now those Acts are obsolete. They are out
of date, and we want some alteration. We

want some alteration in the Careless Use of
Fire Act. At the present time a traveller
might lizht a fire on a public road or re-
serve to boil his billy, and afterwards takes
up his packs and goes on, leaving that fire
burning. It may, perhaps, be safe for a
time, but eventually it burns along the grass
and perhaps some poor unfortunate settler
is burnt out of housxe and home. It is quite
true that the Careless Use of Fire Act is
only applicable to certain districts and does
not apply to the whole of Queensland. We
can make application to have it extended,
but we know that in some localities it is a
very hard matter to get the councils to
take advantage of that particular Act. It is
time something was done in this matter. If
the police or others were informed that a
fire had been left burning on a road or re-
serve by a traveller, the man who was
responsible should be brought before the
police court and fined. It 1s time we pro-
tected the people who settle on small hold-
ings. I also wish to refer to the recent
appointments to the Upper House. I have
nothing whatever to say against the per-
sonnel of those particular appointments. The
gentlemen who have been appointed are no
doubt eminently capable of fulfilling the
duties of the position, but I do say that
until that Chamber becomes an elective
Chamber—I am one of those who believes
in an elective Upper House and will do my
level best to get that brought about—until
that Chamber is made elective, I think the
different industries should be represented in
that Chamber. We have linen drapers, we
have lawyers, we have breweries and hotel-
keepers represented in that Chamber, but I
doubt if there is one representative in the
Upper House who can say he is a true
representative of the small farmer. Perhaps
when these matters are taken into considera-
Jtlon the farmer is overloocked. We have
amongst our farmers men who are capable
of holding their own in debate, men who
read and think and who would be an
honour to that Chamber; but simply because
they do not happen to live in Brisbane or
some other big town where they can make
themselves heard, they have been overlooked.
I say the farmers have a right to be repre-
sented in every representative House or
Chamber that may exist in Queensland. He
is the backbone of the country—he is the
backbone whenever it comes to taxation.
Peorhaps -they think the backbone can carry
it best, but when it comes to representation,
it is thought the backbone does not require
support. I hope if any other appointments
are to be made to that Chamber before it
becomes an elective Chamber that the
farmers will be taken into consideration;
that they will be given representation, and
that the Upper House will not consist of
members representing the big industries that
exist in and around Brisbane.

Mr, FiHELLY : Get a farmer in the Ministry
first.

Mr, MORGAN: T also wish to refer to the
remarks made by the hon. member for Ithaca
in connection with the establishment of meat-
works in Brisbale He stated he was sorry
to see we were going to have meatworks
established here. I do not know what the

people whomn Le represents, or the union he

was secretary ‘o some few months ago, will
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think when he gets up in the House and
says he is sorry meatworks are to be estab-
lished here that will give employment to
hundreds of men. I think it is to be re-
gretted that a man who is supposed to repre-
wont the working class should get up here
and say he regrets certain vorks are to ﬁbe
cstablished that will give employment to 500
or 400 mern. )

OpposiTIoN MEMBERS: He did not ubject
to the establishment of the works.

3r. MORGAN: Ie did not qualify his
remarks. 1le went sc far as to say there
were suificient meatworks in Queen_s}and
to treat all the stock available. That is not
so, because for meat there is a season a,n{l
the off season. It has to be treated at a
certain season, and if we cannot sell our
stock st that particular period we have to
keep thsm a considerably longer period,
simply because we are told the mea,twork;
are full up, and that they cannot send out
a buyer to inspect tor three or four months.
S5 far as the Brisbance market is conceraed,
it is absolutely nothing as regards fhe_sa.le
of cattle, Anybedy who has had experience
knows what it is to send in stock to Bris-
bane. We find to-dsy that beef is selling
at 17s. to 18s. per 100 lb. in Brisbane yards,
and in New South Wales the price is £l 5.
to £1 Ts. 6d. per 100 1b., and in Victoria
£1 10s. per 100 1b. So that, although not
more than 1000 miles separates us, we get
17s. or 18s. per 100 Ib. for beof  while in
Victoria ther arve paying £1 10s.

Mr. Ryan: And we pay just as much lor
cur meat.

Mr. MORGAN: Yet we are told there are
sufficient works in Brisbane and in Queens-
land to meet all requirements. I say that
they are rot. We have only got a certain
season to et off our crop—

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr., MORGAN: I beg your pardon. Do
rot put the question, Mr. Spraker, I do not
went further time.

iy, WIBNIIOLT (Fassifernj: 1 do not
intend to keep the House so very long to-
night, nor do I intend to say very much on
the question of the late strike. I suppose it
iz only natural that hon, members who were
more intirat-ly connected with it than I
was want to blow off steam, so to speal,
during the Address in Reply. I believe after
this is over we will hear very little of it. I
have listened very aitentively to the remarks
made by hon. members, who, as I say, are
well acquainted with the inner side of this
matter, out some of the remarks are very
hard to understand. Some hon. members de-
scvibe the police as having used batons, and
all that sort of thing; and yet one homn.
member, who perhaps knows as much as
anyone else about it, and who, at lnast, .had
a speaking part in the whole thing described
them as worthy of comic-opera. Whether
there is anything of the nature of comic-
opera about it, I do not know; bat it struck
me that we were all rather hysterical about
it, and I say that in the broadest sense.
There is one feature which the leader of the
Opposition mentioned which 1is important,
and which may be remembered when other
features of the strike have long been for-
gotten—and that is the very interesting
guestion of the military heing asked for and
vefused by Mr. Fisher. I feel it only zight
to say, in fairnoss to the Prime Minister for

Mr. Wienholt.]
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ary criticism I may make later on, that my
own private cpinion is this: I was sorry to
ser the Government and the Premier ask for
the military. T will also say that I think if
I had been Prime Minister of the Common-
wealth myself, I would have refused the
troops {oo.

OprosiTION MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr WIENHOLT: But thouzh T say that,
I must remember this: That it is a different
thing if you have the responsibility of making
such a requesi on your shoulders. If any
grigvous accident had happenad by injudicious
attempts at arrest, or something of that sort,
would not hon. mersbers opposite be the very
first to blame the Premier for never having
asked for the troops? I can imagine how
the deputy leader of the Opposition would
be getting up and blaming the Premiér for
not having asked for the military. He would
have explained why the Government did not
ask—and that was because there was g
Labour Government in power in the Com-
monwealth.  (Opposition laughter.) I will
say this: That I never withheld my admira-
tion for the Prime Minister of the Common-
wealth for having risen to the high position
that he has. I think that any man who can,
so to speak, rise to that position off his own
bat, is worthy of admiration.

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

M, WIENHOLT: I will say that quite
sincerely, but I think that when the Prime
Minister made the remark that he did when
ho knew the result of the election—that the
finances of Queensland were in a bad way—
I think he did something that was unworthy
and disloyal. N

Mr. Covxe: He had been ttacked befor
—did he not speak the truth;L acked before

Mr. WIENHOLT: He had been attacked
and we will make allowances for a man who
has fought a political campaign. Let him
by all means attack the Denham Govern-
ment—the Liberal party—but he should not
have let himself be drawn into saying any-
thing disloyal and unfair to the State. The
leader of ‘the Opposition and many other
membersy perhaps have influence with the
Prime Mlnxs’ger, and as Queenslanders may
be able to give him some friendly hint that
we will not see that sort of spectacle again.

Mr. Ryax: This Government is always
crying stinking fish to the Commonwealth.

Mr. WIENHOLT: I have no sympathy
with anyone who tries to run down the Com-
monwealth. I believe it is best to be, first
of all, an Australian, and, secondly, a
Queenslander. ’

OrrosiTioN MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. WIENHOLT: But “two wrongs do
not make a right,” and it is just as wrong
for any of us here to be drawn into running
down Australia because we do not believe
In the present Commonwealth Government
as it is for the Prime Minister to come up’
here and confuse the Liberal Government
.with Queensland.

OPPOSITION MEMBERS :
laughter.

Mr. WIENHOLT: He said the finances
are in a bad way. I do not think that that
18 true. When you consider what our debt
has been spent on, and that we still own
90 odd per cent. of our land, when you think
of the vast possibilities of the State—an-

[Mr. Wienholt.
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perhaps better than that, that we have a
growing Australian spirit right throughout
the Commonwealth, and beyond that again
we have all the power of the British Kmpire
behind us—I do not think there is any
country in the world that has its finances in
a sounder position than Queensland.
GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. WIENHOLT: I would like to say
a word about the railways. The hon. mem-
ber for Murilla drew attention to the ques-
tion of freight. I know that hon. member
did very good work last session in respect
to one or two anomalies—and I imagine
that in a big department of that sort there
will always be some anomalies that will need
alteration; but I say this—and I say it
carefully, because I represent a furming con-
stituency, and I know how popular it is to
speak about reduced freights—I hope the
Minister for Railways will be very careful
about reducing freights.

The SECRETARY FOR RaiLways: He will be.

Mr. WIENHOLT: I am very glad to
hear that. It is a difficult thing to raise
them again. I look upon our railways as
one of our best assets. There is another
thing about our railways—I think if we
can show they are paying railways it will
have a good effect on the borrowing and
rearrangement of our loans which are com-
ing in the future. That is why I think it is
highly desirable that the railways should
show high returns during the nsst few years.
I was surprised to hear one of the points
mentioned by the hon. member for Bris-
bane in his exceedingly intsresting speech on
railway matters. He declared that there
was still some victimisation going on in
the Railway Department.

Mr. Kirwax: I know it.

Mr. WIENHOLT: The hon. member
knows more about this, I will admit, thar
I do, but I cannot imagine two men less
likely to do anything in the shape of vie-
timisation than the present Minister and
the Commissioner.

Mr. Kmrwax: It is perfectly true—I can
prove it,

Mr. WIENHOLT: I suppose when men
are discharged others come in and take
their places, and the hon. member will have
to suggest what cure is possible. But I am
sure if there are railway men in Brisbane
who have been in the past good servants to
the depariment, as the hon, member said,
walking the strects, I think it is time that
bygones should be bygones. (Hear, hear!)
I would like to see the department, if pos-
sible, heal any wound that may be left.

The SECRETARY POR RaiLwavs: Did I not
say there arc only forty-two not taken back.

Mr. WIENIHOLT: I admit that it is vie-
timisation if you refuse to take a man
back for any cause that is now settled ; but
is it not just as much victimisation when
you have preference to unionists, and refuse
to employ men at all because of their poli-
tical opinions? I say that that is victimisa-
tion of the worst kind. I do not believe
there is anyone in the Iouse who says he
does not believe in unionism. .The _on}y
argument I can see against unionism is in
this preference. I hope hon. members will
explain that. I have always understood that
one volunteer is worth two pressed men,
and why a union should wish to press men
into a union, I cannot understand.
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Mr. HARDACRE: Because they are co-oper-
ating with the law—the arbitration and con-
ciliation law. (Government laughter.)

Mr. WIENHOLT : Then there is this In-
dustrial Peace Bill which has to come bs-
. forec us. We do not know the

[7 p.m.] details of it, and I feel doubtful
N of these industrial Bills. I hope

the Bill will be treated as little as possible
on party lines. It would be a pity if a Bill
with such a title was subject to a particu-
larly scrimonious and bitter debate. A
Bill of that sort, above all measures, should
receive fair consideration and the help of all
menbers.  The hon. member for Ithaca the
other night suggested that it would be a
good thing if the sccretaries of unions could
also be made inspectors under the wages
boards. I do not know whether he was
really sincere, or whether there was a cor-
tain amount of dry humour in what he
said; but I am afraid that sort of amend-
ment would hardly work. TPersonally I
thin® that nothing but really good comimon
sense and good feeling between employers
and employees will bring matters into a
satisflaciory state. In this Tlouss many of
us cuperts in different matters and have
w may  be cslled technical knowledge.
Membors like the hon. member for Brisbane,
the hon. member for Ithaca, the hon. mem-
ber for Enoggera, and many of the farming
representatives have such knowledge; and
I ihink that if the whole House of seventy-
two members act. in a fair spirit, without

party bias, and bring our best efforts to
besr on the subject, we may possibly
rodues something that will be of help in

industrial questions. 1 notice that
there is a Public Servants Superannuation
Bill to come bkefore us. found in my
box a paper containing the regulations for
the admission of candidates into the classi-
fied and unclassificd divisions of the service;
and, as thiz party stands for no class legis-
lation, it is somewhat mystifying to me that
ther= should be these class divisions. I
think that any lad entering any department
of the Public Servies in any capacity what-
evoer should not be restricted in any way
from atfaining to the highes;y position in

the service, whether classified or not. Like
Napoleon’s  soldier, he should carry a
marshal’s baton in his Lknapsack. Now,

I would like to say a word or two on
land matters. We have had eight good

years in the pastoral industry, and
notice that there is a keen and eager
demand for grazing farms. With an-

other good year the demand will probably
be keener. Probably hon. members opposite
will tell us of the great number of applicants
vwho cannot get land, but in many cases
thosa applications are for picked spots. All
the same, there is a very keen demand.

Mr. Hawmirron: The demand exceeds the
supply. '

Mr. WIENHOLT : I believe it does. But
that proves the attractiveness of Queensland
to people outside as well as to our own
people, and shows they arc satisfied that we
have good lands administration, with a fair
and just Minister at the head. Large re-
sumptions are taking place; and I hope the
Minister will be able to push on those re-
sumptions and have them open as soon as
possible. The State is now getting a justi-
fied increase in pastoral rents: and it is
only a fair thing, after a number of good
seasons, that when many of the holdings
become due for reappraisement of the
rents, to arrange that the reappraisement
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should be made in time to get the benefit
of these good years. Another matter
is the settlement of the land in small areas.
I am not one who believes in too wild an
immigration policy. I believe that first of
all we want to be sure that our own young
men are getting land.
HoONOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear !

Mr. WIENHOLT: The hon. member for
Burnett spoke particularly well, I thoughst,
on this matter; and in his district there is
perhaps the largest area of good Crown land
which can be made available for really
close sottlement and which is handy. I be-
lieve there is an area of 300,600 or 400,000
acres. There are many young farmers in
my district and other districts who want
land to settle on, and I hope the Minister
for Railways and the Minister for Lands
will this session bring forward a railway
that will open up this country for settle-
ment. 1 lknow there is a battle of the
routes; but 1 hope the railway will be
passad, and special consideration given to
the young farmers of the Fassifern, Rose-
wood, and other districts. They are really
the best settlers we can have—hear, hear!)
—because they understand the falling of
sorub and other matters connected with
settlement in this country. Another malter
is the prickly pear problem; and in con-
nection with that matter 1 would make a
suggestion I made before—namely, that if
practicable the Government should try and
use prison labour in the eradivation of the
pear. When I made the suggestion before ,I’
was assailed with ¢ Chain gangs,” “ Russia,
“ (heap labour'!” snd so on. That, however,
is not my idea. I believe that prison
labour could be ussd in this way, not only
effectively in clearing pear country, but as
a moeans of considerable reform in our Prison
administration. So that nobody could say
that a prisonsr was treated harshly, I v&:ould
leave it optional whether he worked in a
pear camp or not; and I would make it a
privilege. I would give the greatest reduction
in sentcnce to those working in prison pear
camps—if necessary, four-fifths, or even
more, of the sentence. I never believed in
long sentences. Let us imagine some unfor-
tunate hae five or six years in prison ahead
of him. By good conduct he may perhaps
get out in four and a-half years. If that
prisoner had a certain amount of pear land
given to him to clear and he knew that by
working hard he could clear it In a Yyear,
would it not be good for him to have a
chance of tackling the work? And would
not the moral effect of having won his own
freedom by his own work enable him to
come out a better citizen than after simply
putting in four or five years I an ordinary
prison? Another objection is that we should
be interfering with outside labour. That
might be a reasonable objection if it were
a fact, but if you visit St. Helena or any
of our prisons you will sce prisoners work-
ing at saddlery and the making of pint pots,
and so on. Surely that is interfering with
outside labour. 1 hold that if there is one
occupation in which they will not interfere
with outside labour it would be in clearing
prickly pear. I should like to say a word
or two with reference to the mining indus-
try. That industry, I own, I know very
little about, but it is peculla.rly.gramfymg
to find that we have on this side of the
House representatives of the mining indug-
try. I bhave frequently heard mining mem-
bérs on the other side speaking on mining
matters, and, to do them justice, they are

Mr. Wienholt.]
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always advocates of good hours, healthy con-

d1t10ns and good wages for miners, and I
S8y rood luck to them 7 in advocatvnﬁr
thesa things. I believe th:i mambers on
this  side of the Uounvx who repres:nt
mining constitucacies will not be less
kean i their : of those things
for minegs. t the same time I am
ol op:: nica that membery oppesite have baen

rovw in their views. It is no use

ing wood e¢onditions for the men if sou
do not al W r} o industrs to oxist. Mem-
bera =m to be hostile to the
‘«, or mining company, snd
»¢ when I -was living near
tockmen invested their sav-
1 and it appears
other small in-
te given equal consideration
miresi The

wWen snd
vest )r\ ..'r

with tho hon. member for
Cheurters Towers spoke extremely nicely
about tho immors ropres itives when he
gave us e # of how money had becn
spert oon Btate farms, and I ean assure him
that he will find that I for one will be ready
to help miving members in anything which
will momo;n an ‘)romcrvt" of the mining
rs know  what

; in mmtn hsx been and can

ke to the persens thoy ropresent, but there

avp  other
wishes to sce the mining industry ﬂourl"h

uid greater riasons why one
and one Is that mining brings and keo: ns in
the Etato a b]fr“fcr nopu]dtlon than almost
any uther indusiry, and we know the nocd
we hnve for pouulaimn If tha country
has ever to ﬁth for its existence we can
depend upon ihe miness, who are as fine
snd as staunch a body of men as we have
in tha Stﬁtc, and Who will b the backbonns
] I (nnembor that Macaulay
DOAMS~—o rnaps the hon. mem-
khamypion could quote it better
Sy E—

ber for R
then I can,

“The rugged miners poured to war
from Mendip’s sunless caves.”

And I think we shall find the misers a great
asseh to the State in our hour of need. I
do nect wish to say anything further, except
500 ov point, and that is that hon. mem-
Lers opposite are continuallr accusing us of
not being ¥neere, 1 cannot quite sce how
thesy can b sincere themselves. For years
now they have heon fighting on their plat-
form of socialiswi. That, ﬂley say, 18 prac-
tically the whole object of their desire.
Lately they have had ccutrol of the Federal
Parliament, and they have also had absolute
control of the Northern Territory, which
after all only consists of a few cadtle sta-
tions, and about 1,100 or 1,200 white people
and a few Chmam n. I believe that every
one of those stations could have been boughf
at a_comparatively reasonable pricé, and if
members opposite and their party are sin-
cere in their professions of socialism, they
had a splendid opportunity there to put it in
force. Is there any territory which is so
open and so well adapted for an experiment
in socialism as the Northern Territory?
Hon. members opposite laugh. That is
exactly what I expected they would do when
I made this suggestion; they are not gamo

to try socialism on a big scale. Hxperi-
ments in socialism are somewhat difficuls
where there are vested interests, and vet

members talk about about, m'Lklng them in
such places. But in the Northern Territory
we have a vast area of land, it is virgin
country and has only a small population,
and one would have thought that socialists,

[#r. Wienholt.
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even if it was only out of curicsity, and
even if it cost a few millions, would have
maide a trial of socialism in that territory.
But they have not made the attempt.

Afr. Hamizrod: They have taken over a
territory that is tied up with leases for
twenty, thirty, ferty, and fifty years.

Mr. WIENHEOLT: I believe there is not
one of thosa leases that could not be bought
to-day. I am pleased that the Liberal party
have been returned by the country, not so
much for what they have done as for what
it is hoped thex will do. I believe it is not
the man who puttcth on the armour, but
the man who takes it off, who should boast,
and I hope this House will—with the
help of the Opposition if possible, if
not without them—do good work for
Queensland. T hope also that at the end of
this Parliament we shall leave the State
more Prosperous than we found it. By

prospemt3 I mean genmal prosperity,
not the proesperity of one class. I like to
see prosperity spread throughout the State,
from the big man—if you like to call mim
by tlint name—down to the humblrst worker,
and, especially clerks in offices, who do not,
I think, get too fair a share of things at
present. 1f we do that this Parliament will
not have been elected in vain.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS5: Hear, hear!

Mr. FIHELLY (Paddington): It is very
refreshing indeed to find that we have one
Australian on the other side of the House
who can get away from party shackles, and
give us an outline of whut should be an
Australian ideal. (Hear, hoar) I cannot
go all the way with hun in his strictures
with regard to the Northern Territory. I
do not think he is fully conversant with the

facts of the matter. However, on his
general ideas he is to be conlpTxmented
Certainly th are in raarked  contrast

with the pcevish, parish pumpism of the
hon. member for Murilla, and also with
the Smug, shallow hvpochy o the
Treasurer. The hon. member for Fassifern
said that the appeal to the Commonwealth
for a& military force was an hysterical one.
I do not think there can De two opinions
about that. But I do not know that Major
Cuhill, the Commisssioner of Police, will
care about hearing that condemnation from
s member on the Government side of the
Houg=». We know about the hysterical appeal
of the Premier, and we are glad that the
Prime MMinister of the Commonwealth kept
his head sufiiciently =well to reply that he
would not countenance the use of the mili-
tary in a matter of purely domestic polity.
The Prime Minister suggested that the
Premier of Queensland whas affected in some
way by ;h.r} moon, and the remarks of the
hon. memher for Fassifern bear out that
surmise. The mar who advised His Excel-
lency scems to have been the most hysterical
of all those who were concerned in the affair.
I provase now to deal with the Treasurer’s
remarks rewsrding the strike. The hon.
gentleman posed 2y a pracemalker.

The TREASTRER

: Hear, hear!

Mr. FTHELLY: T do not think the hon.
gentleman has convinced himself that he is
a peacemuker. There is not an atom of
sincerity in his professions. If he were a
peacemaker. is it not probable that he would
have consulted his colleague, the Minister
for Lands. who is solicilor for the man who
plunged Brisbane and Queensland into in-
dustrial distress? We have circumstances
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existing in the Government circle where one
Cabinet Minister is adviser of the Crown
and taking money from the public purse
for his advice, and at the same time his
firm are taking moneys a: advisers to ihe
tramuway proprietary.

My, Huwnter: Disgraceful.

r. FIHELLY: I do not know if the
Hon. the Treasurer saw that aspect of the
case wien he was addressing the House lash
niuht.

The
Gz

TREASUEER: It is an
that did not exist.

A FIUWELLY: ¥4 is a fact
hear!) We come along to the Treasurer's
arguments, which summed up amount to
i to the other side, “ Vou den't like
Ie¢ also read us oral lstters, and also

cuttings which zeem

azpeet of the

(Elear,

on the Pre
> main policy of the present Ministry,

this  Alinistry will go Jown to
ag **the LMinistry of Press cuttings.”
(Op on laughior) Nothing original has

emunntad from that side -mothing original
whaiever. The Treasurer gave the House a
little lenturette last night, but I would re-
mind him that at one time he accus:d g
cerizin  man nsmed Willissn  Kidston of
having becn drummed ou! of Falkirk.
OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. FIHELLY : He accused him of that,
and yct afterwords he a2t in the same
Ministry with him. Whether the Treasurer
knew it was a lie at the time he said that
we do not know, but we know that it was
afterwuards distinetly proved to be a lie, and
I do not know that that statement by the
Treasurer was ever publicly rotracted. = Con-
sequently, when we find the Treasurer and
Minister for Works sitting in this House
what can we think so far as his remarks and
opinions are concerned. Can we take them
as beinz honest? I don’t hesitate to answer,
we cannot do so.

Mr. Bresrin: He has gone out to get some
advice from the Premier. (Opposition
laughter.)

Mr. FIHELLY: There was one matter
which the Treasurer refrained from touching
on when he was wiping the floor with the
hon. member for Cairns and other members
the other night.

Mr. O’SvrLrivan: He thought he was wiping
the floor with them.

* Mr. FIHELLY : Yes; he thought he was.
The Treasurer did not say a word about
a certain carlers” wages board in Rockhamp-
ton. I have a very vivid recollection that the
hon. member for Keppel charged the Trea-
suver with suspending the award of the
carters’ wages board in Rockhampton, and
subsequently making an Order in Council
abolizhing the beard altogether. The Trea-
surer finds that he has a verr convenient
appointment outside just at this particular
time. (Laughter.) At any rate, that is one
Little matter which he did not dwell upon at
all. He was very good in giving the details
of a coufidentinl document, which I under-
stood he made confidential himself.
OpPPOSITION MEMBEERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. FIHELLY: I think the Treasurer
- suggested that it should be made confi-
dential. (Hear, hear!) What was it he
guoted? Just the usual felicitations to the
chairman from members of a board at the
close of its sitting.

Mr. TuEoDpoRE: The usual amenities.
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Mr. FIHELLY: Yes; the usual hypocrisies.
(Laughter.) Just in the same way that bon.
mermbers congratulate new members here
on the wuy they madc their first speeches.
As a matter of fact, we all do that sort of
thing.  While referring to the new members
I wish to compliment the mover of the
Address in Reply—({laughter)—and also the
seconder of that motion. (Renewed laughter.)
I think they are both an acquisition to the
House. (Laughter.) I mean that. (Re-
newed laughter.) The Treasurer in guoting
from this document forgoet to mention that
they were the ordinary common-placs felicita-
tions—the garden variety of felicitations, to
get down to the language of the hon. sem-
ber for 2Murilla. (Laughter.)

Mr. MoreaN: You seem to like the mem-
ber for Murilla.

AMr. FIHELLY : We like him very well;
but in his speech he could not ges away from
his poddy calves. (Laughter.) I intended to
deal with malters contained in the Addyess
in Reply when I first got up, but theﬂsensmle
remarks of the hon. member for Hassifern
coriing on top of the inapitice of th2 hon.
member fof Marilla rather put me off the
Address in Reply. However, it will be
genevally admitted that it is a colm&rlegs
document. The hon. member for Port Curtis
remarked last night that a lot of the things
were dead and were being resurrected, =nd
some of them ought to be buried. The Trad’e
Disputes Bill is not found in the Governor’s
Speech. 8o far as I can sce the only con-
tentious matter is the Liguor Bill. The In-
dustrial Peace Bill is hardly a contentious -
matter, beciuse, personally, I am inclined
to sgree with it. Whether it deals with the
prevention of strikes or not I ¢o .no‘g know,
but a man cannot give away his freedom
altogether. When all else fails the men must
have their right to strike. You will find
advisers of the Crown, like the Treasurer,
who simply incites class war, and yet he comes
along to the floor of this House and poses as
sn angel of peace. The same hon. member
will abolish the awards of wages boaxds and
yet say that you should not strlke.kecause
you have a wages board to deal with your
case. In faet, one member on_ this side
said the Government were more like moon-
lichters than men who had the welfare of
the country at heart.

My, Hawmtwron: They  suspendsd  the
Tactorizs and Shops Act during the strike.

Mr. FIHELLY : Dealing with the general
sivike, I.think the country is tired of it—full
up of it. T think that merobers on both sides
have simply wearied the House with yards
of quotations about the strike—the strike—
the strike. The strike is dead.

Mr. Boorer: You arc wearying uw Law.

Mr. FIHELLY: The hon. megnb T ‘\\'1}1
be wearied more before I have finished. We
are fairly tired of the details of the strike,
but the thing we have taken no notice of
is the moral of the strike, and whut is to
be deduced from it. All I know is that the
employees lost, the employers lost, and the
country has to foot the bill to the exi>nt of
£25,000. Hon. members on the other side
do not seem to realise that in 1910 ths Go-
vernment put the first match to that little
fire. After that they fanned that match with
considerable vigour, and it culminated in
this appeal for the military, then the ﬁour,
and subsequently the mnewspaper cuttings,
and, amongst other things, a little victimisa-
tion. (Laughter.) I will not deal with the
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dotails of the strike, but I want to lay
stress on the blundering stupidity of the

Government, which neglected, first of all by -

Order in Council, to deal with the wearing of
the badge. That regulation was not passed in
a legal way. Mr. Justice Higgins pointed
out at the very outset that that simple
regulation saying that these tram people
should not wear the badge was not legalised.
To legall it should have been passed
rder in Council. The Secretary for
Lands, the solicitor of the Tram.
[7.306 p.m.] ways Company, probably ad-
vised that it was not necessary,

and the same hon. gentleman, in consulta-
tion probably with the Attornes-General,
advised the Government that it was un-
necessary to issue a proclamation regarding
the military. The Government blundered
right through. Nothing they touched seemed
to go right, and from a legal aspect or a
common-sense aspect nothing at all was done
in correct order. Now, when some more
political capital is going to be made out of
the strike—because all the political capital
has not yet been made out of it, although
the present Government has beeén returned
with a blank cheque—the Liberal party in
the Federal Parliament want to keep it going
until their misrepresentations can get amongst
the people during the next general election.
And yeot all of this great strike business, upon
which our destinies seem to rest for the next
six or ten years, is due to an inept and
stupid Government—a Government that has
not even an atom of common sense, and has
- not done one thing in a regular and autho-
rised wsy. The Premier gave us an exhibl
tion of Billingsgate. As a young member, I
expected some policy from him, some pass-
ing reference to what he might do in the
future. I do not mind a gentle cock-a-doo-
dle-doo over their victory—for it was a real
victory—although not so real as hon. mem-
bers opposite imagine; but the hon. gentle-
man had a portfolio of Iress cuttings, worn-
out efforts of some penny-a-liner that
we had read, and stuff that hon. members
had given their constituents by the yard,
and that some hon. members opposite had
learned by heart. The hon. gentleman in.
sulted our intelligence by offering this in
reply to the fins speech of the leader of the
Opposition. Amongst other things, the hon.
gentlemsan spoke of people who were a dis-
grace to this great Queensland. It does not
rankls very much with me, but I think that
if there is any individual, whether in Parlia-
ment or cut of it, who has abused the Com-
monwealth Government and the Common-
wealth of Australia with the same frecdom
as the hon. gentleman, he should be ashamed in
his little anti-national and State-fright way,
to tallk about disgrace. If there is one indi
vidual I hold in contempt, it is the reaction-
ary anti-Australian, the man who has come
to Australia and prospered, and who cries
“stinking fish” about our great country. I
am verv pleased that the hon. member for
Faszilern gave the hon. gentleman indirectly
such a splendid lecture on what patriotism

should k=, In the Premier’s argument the
affair of the pawnshop had to appear.
Well, T want to give some more ‘ pawn-
shop.” The Premier found it necessary to

quote the Bulletin, which is always right.
It does not matter what it says, it is always
right. It can be quoted for itself and
against itself for the next thirty years, but
it is always right because it is the Bul-
letin. Perhaps it would not be. out of place

[Me. Fihelly.

EMBLY.]

Address in Reply.

to give the hon. gentleman some of the
Bulletin back. 1 do not go in much for quo-
tations, and I do not feel too happy when
other members are reading rards of them;
but this is what the Bulletin had to say
about pawnszhops, amengst other things, in
its last issue—

« Queensland has been going the whole
hog. This shows how the Northern
State’s loan expenditure has besn shap.
ing :—1905, £225,466; 1906, £297,624 ;
1607, £683,570; 1608, £1,033,676; 1909,
£1,947,891; 1610, £1,486216; 1911,
£1,995,301; 1912, £3,824,248. The moncy
has, of course, been spent 1n ¢ cpening
up the country’—the same old opera-
tion on which £44,750,000 had allegedly
been spent bwfore last year started.”

I think that is meant as sarcasm, because
the words “opening up of the countrsy” are
quoted—

¢« Vet, though £79 13s. had been spent
to open up the country for every man,
woman, and child in if, the job had
either been done so badly, or the country

 takes such a vast amount of opening up,
* that another £5 8s. per head had to be
poured into the same sink last year; and
apparently still more must be poured In
before the country can hold any addi-
tional people. When will this farce
end ?”’ )
This is the Bible of hon. members opposite
that I am quoting—

“Qr, frankly, does the Denham Go-
vornment believe ‘that the £48,000,000
already spent has only developed th’?
country enough to hold 610,000 people?

Rather a fair argument for those who be-
Jieve in the eternal loan policy, and who,
like the hon. member for Murrumba, )vould
like to borrow £5,000,000 and spend it in one
ear—
v «If it can hold more people with the
present development, then this seems a
proper time to keep out of the pawn-
shop.”

That is what I told the Premier the other
day—that this was the proper time to keep
out of the pawnshop, as we have had seven
or eight surpluses. The Treasurer boasted
about his surpluses, which are mostly due to
rain and other lumps of luck. But, notwith-
standing those surpluses, our credit I8 still
pretty bad, or at least not good—I will put
it that way. I shall now quote more of the
Bulletin—

“ During the next twelve months the
State has about £3,000,000 worth of
TI0T’s falling due; and, since it hasn’t
any cash in hand wherewith to buy up
those IOU’s, it must borrow £3,000,000,
even though it doesn’t spend a cent on
public works during the next twelve
months.” .

Of course we know that, but the fact that
we were aware of it does not get away
from another fact—that we are going to
have a little trouble in borrowing the money.

Mr. GRavsow: Don't you believe in bor-
rowing?

Mr. FIHELLY : I will give you my policy
upon borrowing in time, but I will say that
I do not believe in going mad on borrowing.

Mr. Grayson: They do not want railways-
in your electorate. .
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Mr. FIHELLY : The hon. member thinks
there is nothing in the world except a little
tinpot railway running from one backyard
to another. The hon. member wants a raii-
way running from a sandy-bedded creek mnto

everr yard of corn in the Cunningham,
There arc¢ bigger issues than provineial
railways—

“ And in 1915 a beautiful little lot of
£11,728,000 will have to be argued in
one piece.”

Well, that is a fair argument even for those
who believe in a big loan policy.

“1f Denham had to climb Bellenden
Ker to save his life, it might be a
sensible thing to prepare for it by doing
a S-mile sprint; but that plan would be
much more liable to leave a corpse on
the track.”

That is all the Bulletin. 1 would not have
bothered  guoting the Bulléstin at all, only
hon. members on the other side say it is
goespel. Members, like the hon. member for
Murilla, vho cannot think consceutively, rush
to ke Bulletin, {Laughter.)

Ly, WHITE: We don’t want the Bulletin
sail over hore. -

“ur. FIFIELLY: The Premier insisted that
we should have it. We go a little further
with the Premier in his authorities. He
qucted the Federal Attorney-General on the
strike matter.

Mr Monrean: Use your own brains, if you
Dess0SS any.

LIy, FIIIELLY : My friend, the hon, mem-
ber for Murilia is tfalking akout a subicct
to which he is an absolute stranger—brains.
(Opposition laughter.) The Premier quoted
the Federal Atrorney-General on the matter
of the wirike. e agreed with the attitude
oi the Federal Attorney-General, and I want
to msk  himi: Does he agree with the
referendum now? Does he go the whole
snimal with the Federal Attorney-Genecral?
Az he also agread with the Federal Minister
for FExternal Affairs, is he alio going io
accept the Commonwealth Bank? Op i1s he
going to pick out a little bit here and a
littls bit there to show that the Labour party
can think independently, and that we are
ot bonnd and shackled to the extent of other
peonle? Our members have absolute freedom
of thought, and we can explain to the public
what our opinions are on the strike, what
wo ave upon every other question affecting
the puklic; but apparently our friends on
the other side pick out one or two items
from us and call them inconsistencies, or
use them to flay us with. Mr. Huches and
Mr. O’Malley have both been fighting side by
side with us at the last gcneral slections,
and I hope they will give us a little bit of
assistance at the noxt State elections. Be-
fore I lcave the strike altogether I want to
draw attention to the Tramway Company
and its operations. That such a monopoly
shou!d br allowed to <xist in Bristane is
a scandal. We know it haw the passive and
artive support of the Government, but such
& badly conducted affair, from the point of
view of the public convenience, should not
be tolerated here, and it should certainly
not be allowed to go ontside the Aect and
rake cnntracis with local guthorities whereby
it gets rid of certain of its responsibilities.
As matters now stand. Dbefore one can get
a tram tc a suburb within a decent distance
of the city, ths threat is *“ You must pay
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for the upkeep of the road or you cannot
get a tram,” and that, to my mind, is
responsible for the fact that rents are high,
because new suburbs are seldom opened up.
The trams only go there after.the‘y are
openaed up. it is quite different in Sydney
with the system of nationally-owned trams.
They go in for pioncering, like railways
constructed into lhe district of the hon. mem-
ber for Cunningham-—they go there and
pionear and help the people to copen up
new suburbs. Also as regards electric light,
this company seems to be able to distribute
clectric  licht cverywhere and anywhere.
A short #ime ago, I recollect, the South
Brishane Municipal Council could not get
2 Bill through this ITouse to allow t.h‘em to
manu‘acture elestric light. A municipality
‘vhose profits o for the benefit of the people
who reside in that city, could not get per-
missien to malke olectric lizht for their own
Tenefit, veb the Tramways Company are al-
jewod surreptitiously to supply light all over
the eity of Brisbene, in competition with the
people who are supposed to have the real
mononoly, which is just ax bad.
Ay, WaIT?: You ought to be glad.

¥r. FIARLLY: I am not glad of any
schesie whereby such a company as the
Tramway Company ean make money. This
victory we heatd so much about a short time
#uo—i admit ib is rather substantial in this
House, but at the same time, in justice to
ws, it must also be admitted that we had no
say in framing the electorates. Hon. mem-
bers on the other side say they had no say,
in the redistribution, bui I think it panned
out admirably for them.

Mr, Waire: By Jove, it did.

Mr. FIHELLY: However, they cerfainly
have a preponderance of members in th}s
T{ou=s, but when you analyse the votes it
is found that there were 110,817 votes cast
in favour of Government candidates, and
105,215 votes cast against them. Why, after
all the magnificent strike, members on the
Treasury banch have only increased th?ll’
vote by nearly 30,000, whereas we have in-
creased our vots by 40,000. The difference
between the two, when all is said and done,
is only 5,602 votes, and on that ratio, out of
the sixty-seven scats contested, there Wou‘ld
have been thirty-four and one-third on the
Governmont side—and I put.the member
for Murilla down as the one-third—{laughter)
—and on the Opposition side there would be
thirty-two and two-thirds, (Renewed
laughter.) I would remind members op-
posite of the state of affairs prior to the last
Federal clections. At that time we were
about 35,000 behind in the total number of
votes—or. at any rate, we were not less
than 20.000 behind. This time we were only
5.000 behind, and I fancy that. notwithstand-
ing the blood party in the Federal House,
who have been howling for blood all the
month, and who have hung up public busi-
ness because they could not get blood—not-
withstanding that party, I fancy we are
going to capture the Senate and the House
of Representatives, and I do not think Mr.
Fisher need be a bit troubled. although a
certain member scored votes where Mr.
Tisher happened to go and also where
Mr. Fisher did not happen to go. I
think members on the opposite side should
feel rather ashamed of the Ministerial
exhibition that has been made during
the last few weeks. There Is our friend,
the Home Secrctary. His voice, apparently,
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is the tiggest asset at the present time on
the Treasury ‘bench. He certainly has
Ho reason or logie, and the hon, zentle-
wan uesd nod think that by merely singing
out at the top of his voice that he can
win any argument, Cerbeinly a loud voice
i vory effeetive, but I think we could all
ct sowmething in the speoch similar to
that adverrisoment of the puppy out-
side . the gramophone—we could detect the
waster’s voics, I think we were listen-
ing to the master’s voice through the Home
Secrotery, and whother he gloried in the
cxploits  of special econstables, or Major
Chill, or nof, or whether he gloried in those
brutalities which were perpetrated during
the strilke tiree or not, certainly he did not
appear very sincere, and if Hanserd were
itttrated, I faney the hon, gentleman would
sen with bis tongue in his cheek. A
caricature of him would be there, and he
wonld not be looking at all in carnest on
these matters. He gave us a long list of
dynamite and soft soap—Cahill’s soft soap.
The dynamite has been proved to be
soft soap. But the hon. member had a
widk-over in his electorate, and had no use
for the soft soap. There is a probability
that thut mey be the cause. However, it was
a peculiar coincidence that all the soft
ibly discovered by those who

put i, the old world, where
dyzamit e used in a gentle sort
of , the fust disvovery is made by

the fact that something is blown up. Here
the long arm of coincidence went so far that
every mMan in the town could find dynamite.
Kven when a few school urchins put a couple
of wnebbles on the tram rails, they were
turned into huge boulders. We know the
Home Secretary controls a very efficient
force. One would think that with all that
dynamite about he would be able to sheet
home +he crime to at least one or two—
and it was a crime if dynamite was put on
he tram rails. (Hear, hear!) You would
think with all those specials roving about
tha hotels and strest corners,. that they
could develop some Sherlock Holmes in-
stincts. and get on the +trail of the
dynamiters,

An OppostTioN MEMBER: It was not there
long enough.

Mr. FIHELLY : I am afraid it was found
in each case by the individuals who put it
there; otherwise I would say that Major
Cahill’s force is a very clever and efficient
one, only for the one point that is lacking—
to prove their efficiency they should have
discovered one of the perpetrators. (Hear,
hear!) Out of that noise—I think some hon.
member called it stage thunder—out of that
neise on the part of the Home Secretary,
I would like to see him show his sincerity

and test the strike in one direction. Why
does he mnot prosecute the strike com-
mittee? If the strike was such a vicious

outhreak, and all the strikers were guilty
of sedition, there is a good chance of
prosecuting the strike committee.” They can
be found; their address is well known to the
police, and it will be quite as inferesting in
the police court as the game of two-up. With
regard to loan expenditure——

Mr. WELSBY : Now we are going to get it.

Mr. FIHELLY: The hon. member wished
to know my policy about loan. I think the
first part of that policy would be a rational
way of dealing with any loan that we re-
quire, and I think it is time that we realised
that the Commonwealth is the right party
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to raise loans for the State. They will g?t
the money on better terms than we could
ever hope to get it. Their credit is better,
and if our Ministry would recover from its
periodical attaclk of State-frightism, and at-
tempt to get on better terms with the Com-
monwealth Government, they would find that
they would save several hundred thousand
pounds a year—that is, of course, if the Com-
monwealth would tolerate their mad extra-
vagance. In the Loan Bill pub through a
few days ago we saw the death of a poor
little apparition that had been standing a
couple of years. We had such a thing as a
redemption of the debt, or a sinking fund,
and it was wiped out in one stroke of the
pen. Would it niat hove been wise for members
who are =0 sot on loan, and like £3,002,000
or £5,000,(00 a vear, and who probablr later
on will go up to £10,000,000—

Mr. Forsvra: I will deal with you later
on. I will give you a slating when it comes
to the loan fund. (Opposition laughter.)

Mr. FIHELLY : I really feel very sorry.
1 am quite afraid. In connection with loan,
would it not be a good idea to try snd
grapple with the sinking fund, try and pub
1 on a safe financie! bLasis, on wan.actua,rlal
Lasis, so that it can be redeemed in proper
tims. We cannot g»o onr borrowing for
ever. A wood deal of our money has been
spent upon works that are not reproduciive,
and they at least should be covered by a
sinking fund. .

Mr. HaMILTON: Western Australia has one.

Mr. FIHELLY: I do not think they are
unheard of. I will now touch for a moment
upon immigration. The hon. member for
Burnett last night said we should look after
our immigrants when they arrived here. I
think the immigrants should not be dumped
in the town, and allowed to struggle around
the wharves and the trams, for the common
every-day sort of employment. They are
brought here for a purpose, and mainly that
they should be drafted towards the country
districts. Just now, the immigrants happen
to be reproductive work—each one is worth
£1 5s. per head per annum, and I think they
should be looked after in accordance with
their value. In Sydney a while ago I had -
occasion to go into our tourist bureau agency.
I remember a couple of years back, during
the sugsr strike, it was used as a recruiting
establishment for free labourers.

Mr. HaMLroN: An agency for them.

Mr. FIHELLY: And since then I know
for a positive fact that the office of the
director was used by the representative of
Young Bros., and the director himself was
evicted—evicted with his own comsent. If
may have been with his own consent; at any
rate, he handed the officc over entirely to the
representative of Messrs. Young Bros. who
was recruiting free labour. The result is
very obvious. During the late general strike
the tourist agency in Sydney, was picketed
every day by unionist people. They thought
it was going to be another agency for free
labourers. However, the policy of the tourist
burcau is not mainly what I wanted to glea,l
with; it is its utter unsuitability. It is 2
satire on Quecnsland, and yet it is suppqsed
to represent our rvesources, to give an idea
to the passing wayfarer that Queensland is
a good place to go into, but it fails com-
pletely.

Mr. Co¥YNE: “ Sacred
Ibis”’ there?

Mr. TeroporE: They have boomerangs there.

Haven’t they the
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Mr. FIHELLY: Yes, they have boomer-
angs there. But inside the inner sanctum,
or sanctum sanctorum, all I could see was
the photograph of a pugilist like Bill
Squires, shuping up across two or three

samples  of  Queensland wood, at an
individual who looked quite puginacious
on the other side That 1is one of

our tourist agencies. A few dzily papers
are strewn around the table, and there are
some miore samples of Queensland wood in
the cuter compartment. They have a win-
dow into which a dray seems to have been
backed and empiied. Yet the Premier, a
while ago, was down in that office, and
he is back here perfectly satisfied that wa

can rival New Zealand and New South
Wales. But just at the present I can
assure him 1t is more like a dust
bin than anything else. Now, 1 would
like the Minister for Works to listen
while I make a few suggestions. The com-

monwealth Government are con-
tinually having public works
constructed all over the State;
and the State Government carries out those
works for the Commonwealth Government.
The Commonwealth Government have a
minimum wage; but the labourers on Com-
monwealth work done by the State Govern-
ment carnot get that minimum wage, be.
cause the Minister for Works—and I sup-
pose his colleagues endorse his action—will
not pay that minimum. It would be no loss
to Quecnsland; in fact, it would be a gain,
because the more money that is spent on Com-
monwealth work the more commission tha
State Government is pald by the Common-
wealth CGovernment. In every other part
of Australia labourers on Commonwealth
work sre paid the minimum wage, and it s
a disgrace that in Queensland they should
be penalised. It is time the matter should
be inguired inte and rectified. I have a
few words to say now in regard to the Edu-
cation Denartment and imported labour.
Our teachers are the most sweated of our
public #~rvants considering their responsi-
bilities. They are supposed to *‘teach the
young idea how to shoot,” and they shoul:!
be psid fairly well, and their promotion
should not be interfered with. The Minix-
ter for Education paid the passages of cor-
tain individuzls from FEngland and . gave
them 2 month’s salary in advance. He pus
some of them on st £162 per annum, while
his own teachers, who have proved their
worth, remained at £142 per annum-—where
they will remain all their lives, unless the:

are willing to pass an examination which
those other teachers were not asked to pass.

Ths SpcPETATY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
These tezchers have a higher qualification.

Mr. FIHELLY: One imported man had
no qualification to speak of.

The S:¢BETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
That is not eorrect,

Mr. FIFTELLY : It is correct. If it is not
correct, I will show a gross inconsistency in
what the bon. gentleman says, because =a
shost timme ago a man of similar qualifica-
tion was appointed at £142. One man who
iz in Brisbene at the present time was ap-
pointed at £162, but was not asked to pass
ths same test as our local teachers who stop
at £142.

Mr. THeoDORE: It is
ment.

Mr. FIHELLY : Of course it is scandalous
treatment. We have heard a great deal
about the mining industry and about the

{8 p.m.]

scandalous trect-
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expenditure on deep sinking. I am of
opinion that the Government should ceas2
expenditure on deep sinking unless they are
going to try new ground. Ths hon. member
for Gvmpie talked about gold below the
present depth and only wanting perseverance.
That is all nonsense. The same ground was
tried fiftecn vesrs ago and the monsy putb
into deep sinking was simply wasted. The ex-
verts on Giympie will admit that. Therefore
I say that if any money is spent on deep
sinking, it should be on entirely new
ground to the north or to the south. With
regard to the Justice Department, I cannot
help referring to the little game of two-up
they are playing—a game which is infinitely
more vicious than the other game of two-up
—in the way they are distributing briefs to
partisan candidates. If the Government
wish to reward defeated candidates who
stood in their interest they should find
some other way of doing so. I do not
think it is a good thing to put rejected can-
didates into another place either. 1If re-
jected candidates on the Government side
are to be rewarded with seats in the Upper
House

An  OPPOSITION God help the
other House.

Mr. FIHELLY: If that is to bz done,
I do not s2e what is to become of represen-
tative government. The hon. mewmber for
Murilla said the Upper Housz should be
elzctive, but I know that hon. member has
a personal grudge to work off against a
certain man who has been appointed.

My, Morcan: Absolutely false.

Mr. FIHELLY: It is a purely electoral
affiair; but the principle enunciatéd by the
hon. ‘gentleman is feirly correct, which is
surprising, coming, as it does, from him.
In the Railway Dcpartment I think there are
any amount of abuses whicl: could well 0
deadt with by some of ihs big Government
majorily; aud I am glad the hon. member
for Murilla complained and grumiled all
round. I think it is about iime the railway
experts reaitised that the suburban rsilway
service should be improved. Whether the
improvement 1s to talte the form of electri-
fication or =not I don{ kLnow—ihough
Victoria is trying that system—but the tram-
ways should not be allow=d to compete with
our railways as they do at the present time.
The Railway Departiment is altSgether bo-
hind in that respect. The MMinister should
also make inquiries into the commercial use
of the mwnorail. If the single rail is feasible
at all it Is criminal to go on with the
Western extensions without inquiry into the
uss to which the monorail may be put. I do
not think it would cost much to make inquiry
into the matter, and I am of opinion that the
depurt:nant should take up the matter and
malie a report available to thiz House at an
early date. With regard to the Department
of Agriculture, we have not had much of its
work put hefore the House. Most members
will reecollect the cape goorcberries which
were sent home sour, and the pincapples
which were sent home rotten.

MERBER :

An Howxourasrz IMemMBEr: During the
strike.
Mr. FIHELLY: No. long before the

strike, when the present Premier was Minister
for Agriculture. The question of abattoirs
is one which the Government ought certainly to
deal with, without appointing a Royal Com-
mission to report on if. There is no necessity
for a Royal Commission on that subject: the
Commonwealth meat inspector could give in-

Mr. Fihelly.]
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an hour a report showing all that is required
and how it should be done. I notice that
there are several matters of importance ab-
sent from the Governor’s Speech. One of
these is a measure for water conservation.
What are the Government going to do in
that respect? Have the Government any
intention of making provision for irriga-
tion, or are they simply confining themselves
to small abstract theories, which are dropped
in between the elections? One member on the
opposite side of the House remarked that he
hoped to sse a farmers’ Ministry in Queens-
land. I should like to know if the Govern-
ment are going to do any real work in irri-
gating our back lands and conserving water?
Therc is plenty of scope for irrigation in
places wiich are served by railways at the
present time, and it is a pitiable fact that
this matter has been lost sight of in the
Governor’s Speech. hen, there is no men-
tion of any method for cheapening food.
Mr. BesBineTON: Can it be done?

Mr. FTHELLY : Certainly it can be done,
but it cannot be done while {armers’ repre-
sentatives support middlemen like the Pre-
mier and the Treasurer. Again, the housing
of the people is a vital question, but that is
not touched upon in the Governor’s Speech.
We have a Workers’ Dwellings Act, but why
have we not in conjunction with thata State
sawmill and State brickworks? Even under
the Workers’ Dwellings Act a man requires
some capital hefore he can get a home for
himself. I hold that any individual in the
State, .with or without capital, should I=
assisted to build his own home, provided he
is willing to pay interest and redemption on
the monev borrowed. In Sydney the Chief
Secretary is trying to arrange for a public
dispensary where medicines ¢on be procured
free of cost. Have th: Government of
Queensland ever thought of medicines being
distributed free of cost to the pcople.

The S2CRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Our
people ure healthy.

Mr. TFIHELLY: The hon. member’s
majority 1s wzhout the ouly thing that is
healthy on the other side of the House. The
hon. ‘'member for Drayton in talking about
food prices forgot altogether that there is
such a thing as co-partnership, or co-opera-
tion, and it is hardly likely that he will be
reminded of it by the Treasurer.

Mr. BensrxaToN: I have had a good deal
to do wifh co-operation, and know more
about it than you do.

Mr. FIHELLY: The Trcasurer, when re-
plying to a printng establishment deputa-
tion, a little while ago, made several of his
casuisilc remarks. The leader of the deputa-
tion, a former member of this Asscmbly,
became rather nettled by the free and easy
way in which he was treated, and said if a
public produce departnient was started that
would not suit the Treasurer. The Trea-
surer admitted that it would not suit him.
Tt does not matter what suits the people or
the State, everything is subordinated to what
suits the Treasurer or his colleagues in their
private, not in their publie, capacity. Where
do the people of the State come in? Re-
ferrine again to the estallishment of public
abattoire, I ask would it not be a reason-
thing for the Government to make such
provisica es would ensure a supply of gcod
meat instead of lumpy meat? In the North
a few weeks ago a mule went straicht into
a moatworks, and it never came out alive,
(Laughter.) Whatever way the mule came
ont, it did not come out alive.

(M. Fihelly.
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Mr. BOOKER (Wide Bay): Before ad-
dressing myself to the question before the
Chamber, I should like to make reference to
the late Mr. John Norman, who for many
years represented the city of Maryborough,
who served his copstituency and his country
well, and who, I am in a position to say,
endeared himself to every member of the
Parliament he sat in. (Hear, hear!) With
those few remarks I shall proceed to the
question before the House, referring in pass-
ing to the divisions which have takcn.place
during the last two days on the question of
observing the Standing Orders. On reading
the Courier this morning I was very pleased
to see that the Federal Government have
passed Standing Orders identical, or nparly
identical, with our own, and that Mr. Fisher,
the personal and intimate friend of hon.
members opposite, went out of hls way to
emphasise the fact that the Standing Orders
which have lately been accepted by the
House of Representatives have worked well
in Queensland. )

Mr. Haminrox : Not passed yet.

v

AMr. BOOKLR: I thercfore hope that
hon. members opposite will be consistent,
and maintain our Standing Orders. The first
paragraph of the Governor’s Speech appeals
to every patriotic Queenslander. I feel that
His Excellency has a very wide knowledge
of Queensland and its great resources, and
that he showed it when he penned that
paragraph. There is a ring of wide know-
ledge of the country in it, and it is to be
regretted that men of Sir William Mac-
Giregor’s type are not in our Chamber. Their
ripe experience and breadth of view would
be a very big asset to the State, and would
level up the tone of debate on questions. like
that we are now dealing with. I could not
help but feel after listening to the hon.
member for Paddington that the traditions
of debate in the Queensland Assembly are not
rising, but there is a tendency in the other
direction. Re.crring to the first paragraph
of the Speech, it clearly indicates that to
carry out the great work of the moment—His
Excellency mentions that we are just on
the fringe of it, and so we are—iti is neces-
ary to find the means to carry out great
Government works and develop our resousces,
and that can only be done with money, and
the Loan Bill that was dealt with last week
was in that direction. In passing, I may
say also that the men who have the greatest
faith in Queensland are the men who pion-
eered it and who put in all their energy
and brains into it, so that they are in a
position to-day to come to the Government
with large sums of money—aye, and trusb
money, too—in exchange for Government
scrip.  Only this morning, when I was at my
breakfast, one of the old pioneers of Quesns-
land came over to me and asked me whather
the Treasurer would issue any scrip of any
kind so that he could place a large sum of
trust money. That is the best and most
prasticuble way of indicating, not only to
our own people but to the financiers at home
who have lent us large sums of moency in
the past and who will lend us large sums of
money in the future when we want it, and
at a reasonable rate of interest. It is not a
question of 3 per cent, or 4 per cent. when
we want the money for judicious expendi-
ture. We have to employ a large number
of people, and if we want that money we
must get it, and it is not a matter of an
extra % per cent. or 1 per cent. If we spend
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that money properly, we will not only get
back the interest and redemption from it,
but we will also make a profit on our work.
ings. Take our railways—where is there a
finer example of Government administration
than our railways? Dealing with railways
just now I may say that the Loan Bill was
largely in the direction of acquiring the
necessary means fo carry out our railway
policy. I heard—and I understand authenti-
cally—that one of the biggest railway con-
structors in the world is at present in
Queensland, and he has made representa-
tions to the authorities. If the authorities
take heed of what he says, and, in a busi-
ness way, deal with such a proposal as this
gentleman has offered, that will be the best
way for the State to spend the loan funds
and bring about better conditions. It has
been the practice for many years back to
build our railways by day labour.
OrposITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. BOOKER: We have given day labour
a fair show, and at the particular time the
State decided to build their railways by day
labour I was with them. I am with them
atill so far as it is, but the time has arrived
—and 1 say it distinctly—the time has ar-
rived for the Commissioner of Railways to
take a check contract, and to see whether
we, as a State, are getting the best results
for our expenditure.

GoverNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. BOOKER: If we are, then I say,
*‘Let us build our railways by day labour.”
If we are not, then I say, ** Let the Railway
‘Commissioner and let the Minister for Rail.
ways build railways in the most economical
and at the same time in the most effective
way.” (Hear, hear.) Put it this wayv: I
am led to understand that the gentlenan I
am referring to is prepared to do certain
things. Now we arc pledged to a railway
policy costing eight or nine millions of
money, and if we ecan save ono-niuth of
that 1% means a saving of 000,608, Look
how many 1niles of railway we can lay down
and how many more square miles of rich
country we can open with that money. Is
that not the proper way to deal with the
great busiress we are here to control? After
all, the buuiness of the Government is Just
the same as running a private concern, only
that it is a much birger thing. e have
great responsibilities as trusbees in spending
the peeple’s money in the proper and correct
way. I say this with some knowledge of the
subject—that there are railway constraction
Jwvorks going on that the Lest results arc not
coming out of through the employment of
day labour. I have had it from cne respon-
sible officer—I am not going to mention his
name, but I say it in all sincerity—that
there are cares where men have been getting
9s. a day. and the work after its completion
showed that they were not worth ono-half
of that sum. ;

GOvERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear !

Mr. BOOKER: Thet shows the necsasity
of taking a cheel contract to prove to this
House gnd to the country that we are build-
ing these lines in the most effective way.
Thers i+ one point I would like to cempha-
sise with regard to railwevys, and thet is
that it is no use building railways if you da
not provide them with sufficient rolling-
stock for the people who find the produce—
the produce that will pay interest and
redemption. That is the question that is

[17 Jury.]
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paramount, in my opinion. I will deal
with the Royal Commission into the meat
industry later on, but in passing I might
say that the dearth of rolling- stock is
bringing this about. My contention is
that the meat trade is responsible for
our enormous export which brings back
gold into our country, and yet every
meatworks in Queensland for weeks back
haye had difficulty in securing trucks
inside of a month to carry their stock from
the pasture to the meat companies’ ‘VVOl‘kS.
T quite appreciate the fact that the Govern-
ment have spent a large sum of moner in
rolling-stock. I appreciate the effort and
endcavour of the depariment to. do this,
but in all sincerity I say that it is just as
essential to provide rolling-stock on the pre-
sent existing lines as it is to build fresh
lires. At the same time we are involved
up to perhaps £8,000,000 to build new rasil-
wayy, and we have not taken into account
the necessity of providing new rolling-stock
for existing lines and also for the new lines
when they are built.

The SECRETARY FOR RamLviavs: Oh,
v have.

Mr. BOOKER: That is growing to be
one of the greatest factors on our railways.

The SECRETARY FOR Ramwways: We spent
£600,000 last year.

Mr. BOOKER: I quite appreciate what
the department is doing and what the Com-
missioner is endeavouring to do, but it is
a_matter to take into consideration that
when new railways are being built provision
should also be made for new rolling-stock.
Draling with railways, I talke it that the
‘v estern extensions were an appealing  eir-
cumstance when the Bill was going through
last Parliament. If one circumstance did
not appeal to hon. members when. ther cast
their vote to have these extensions built
to link up our Western railways, the necos-
rity has arisen since that Bill was D& s
We have Now South Wales negotiating with
the Premier of Qucensland to link up
Bourke with our Western Railway, while the
DPremier also intends to link up our Western
Railway_to make the tranwcontinental rail-
way to Port Darwin. The groatest circum-
wance that will appeal to us is this: That
it will not only open up our resources, but
it will secure to us the transcontinental
railway through the greater part of Queens-
land.  Speaking of railways, thare 1s one
thing that concerns myself very much, and
i is this: For some years it was recognised
that there was a great district close to
ports, close to the metropolis, close to tha
Northern ports, and a great torritory alil
round it. The necessity wuas to open up
these lands by railway, and for & very con-
siderable time it was undccided as to which
route the railway should go through that
distriet to give the district the best pott.
I am not persouslly concerned about either
prrt. But I sar that the time has arrived

when, in the interests of the dis-

[8.30p.m.] trict and the settlers who are

there and the sottlers who will
come  there, that decision should be come
to by the Governmment. At the earlisst pos
sible monant the Cavernmen: should coTe
te: a decision as to hos t country is to
to opened up--noi in the interosts of the
people of any one port or in the inicvests of
sny  s=cction of the people, but in  the
intereste of the State and of the peonle who
are coing into that district. I may illustrate

Mr. Booker.]
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what I wmean by referring to what is going
on in the South Burnett. During the last

woek o Darling Downs company has acquired
22,000 ac ou the famous Baramba Kstate,
close to Murson. It is only a week since
that purchase was made, but I know for a
fact tha: within that week there are sixty
sattlors in the district at the prescnt time
vho sre rushing those people to get certain
hincks ou that estate. That fairly indicates
that the scttlers who have gone to tne Bouth
Buruett are more than satisfed with the
conditions they have found there, and arec
anxious to gei land, and their friends who
wre coming in are falling over cach other
t3 wet land there. Those lands are private
lasde, therefore, it behoves the Government
to come to a decision as to how those Upper
Burnett lands are to be opened up. 1 know
thiere are other districts in which you have
fine land, but ihey are more distant from
centres of population. If the Government do
that, there will be a field for settlement and
enterpri In the electorate of Nanango
seven years ago there were only 700 people,
and pessibly at the present time there are
12,000 there. . That just indicates what it
means in a matter of this sort. I now desire
to refer to immigration. Anything that I
miay say I say in all sincerity, and in no
corping rit. It was a source of regret
vwhen I read in the Press that the
istration had decided to curtail their
fiwmisration policy. I explained from the
varions platforms when addressing the Wide
Bay eleciore that I have the profoundest
recognition of one thins in conneciion with
the develepinent of thi: country, and that
is that v must bring pecple into it; and we
hsd srrived at that stege that we were ac-
quiring best clasz of people—that
is, tt d immicranis. No man or
worsnn i (ueensiand is going to nominate
frieds in otner lsads to come 1o this country
they are satisfied with the conditiox
that prevail here. If thiey are not sotisfied,
Ly are not likely to nominate their friencls.
when their friends arrive here, they
ot vleze them, there iv a wmoral rovponsi-
ity on them to maintain them until they
od. Therefore I say that when poopla
their friends they are absclutely
ith the conditiens herc. Now, I
siew that an immigration policy
have continuity. You cannot check a
flow of reonle if there is a shewer of rain
or if there is a three months’ drought. We
Lknow the recovery that took place after thc
drought of nine years ago, and even if we
were to suffer from another drought, the re-
covery would be just as quick. In fact,
Queenslend is now in a better position to
v ithstand a drought than cver bcfore. An
immigration policy should be carried on in a
businesslike way. Let people of the riecht
class come here. It has taken a large sam
of money, and it has taken many years, to
infAuence that flow of people to the Stabe:
and if we as a Staie, or if Australia as s
federation, check that flow now, therc are
other countries waiting for the overflow of
the good people of Europe. They will take
them, and wa shall lose them, and that wowld
be a grave loss to Queensland. There is mo
better asset to this State than people, and
reople of the class who have been coming +to
these shores for the last five or seven yew ¥s.
I am very sorry that the Government ha.ve
seen fit in any sense to curtail their immigwza-
tion pelicy, and I do hope that, now tlmat
bounteous rains have fallen and we ha.ve

[Mr. Booker.
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entered upon a splendid season, they will
not. only got back te the generous policy of
whe last ‘lirce yesrs, but that they will expax}fi
ctill further. If we ars going to build rai:-
ways, if we are going to sottle our lands, we
vunt the people to work, produce, help the
prople who have taken up our lands, take
up land themseives, and find {reight for the
ilways  Af presant we are pledged to
Loritd £.500 miles of railwsy within the next
five or seven years. If we do not pledge
oursolves to build another mile, it will giv
us 6,500 wules of wraily And how are
60,000 or 700,000 people go
for thos rall Thev are being buiit on
the zuarantes system, and if we do not find
people to cultivate our lends and find freight
for those railways the railways will not pay,
and the ttlers who gave a guarantee will
have to hesr the burden, and probably ab
the time when they are least able to bear it.
Ts that the kind of business that we are here
to arrry on? Isay ““ No.” What we should do
is to look ahead and make provision to find
freight for the great railway policy we passed
in the last Parliament.

The S£CRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: But is nof
all the berihing accommodation taken up
until the bewinning of next year?

vadlivayn?

Mr. BOOKER: I am glad the hon. gentle-
man has raised that question. Only a month
ago I had the pleasurs of meeting & very
eminent chipowner from Liverpool, and h-
assured me that, if it was rccognised at the
other end that there would be a continuity
of the policy in regard to immigration to
Australis, whether Federal or State—he did
net mind which—therc were men who were
prepared to put down the keols and cguip
ships to brirgz, not hundreds, but thousands
of imrmigrants here. If we show our deter-
mination to make our policy a continuous
one, thers will be no question about the
bottoms« to bring the people here, snd ax
to the freight that will regulate itself. If
the people are coming out, thers will be a
reasonable rate; but, oven if we had to pay
£8 more per head, that would be a small
matter eompared with the advantage of hav-
ing the people coming heve. In one sensc
I appreciaia the appointments that were
wmade to the Legislative Council at the open-

ing of this sssion. In the Hon. Arthur
Whittinzham +we have the representative
of the great pastoral industrr. The Upper

House is rather deficient in members who
practically understand and recognise the
importance of our great primary industry.
Mr. Whittingham 1s a man who takes a
very prominent interest in public affairsy
he is a geaorous man and a good citizen,
and I say that his elevation to the Upper
House is right. But I also say that among
the nominations there should have been «
representative of the other great section of
the land industry——the grazing farmers, and
farmers down to the man who owns 60
acres of land. There are many men in the
public life of Queensland who would k=
eminently fitted to occupy a seat in she
Council—men who thoroughly understand
the conditions of the smaller men on the
land, and when legislation went from this
House to the other Chamber dealing with
the land, the ripe experience of such a man
would largely help to finish that legislation.
The same thing applies to the secondary
industries. Very few members of the other
House are identified -with the great second-
ary industries of the State. We are passing
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industrial legislation through this Chamber,
and it is very necegsary to have men in the
other Chamber who are qualified, from their
connection with the industrial life of the
State, to make that legislation a finished ar-
ticle. I want to finish up by saying that
the nominations to the Upper House should
be absolutely away fromn politics. It does
not follow that men who have contested
electorates, whether it is in the interests of
the Government or any othier party—our
friends opposite might occupy these benches
some day—God forbid that they ever should.
(Laughter.) That is by the way. I say that
nominations to the Upper House—if they
were on the personal merit and capacity of
the men who zre sent there, it would give
greater confidence to the great body of
people. That is all T have to say about it.
The leader of the Opposition in his zpeech
only referred to two big questions. I regres
I was not present to hear the hon. member,
but I have read his speech very carefully,
~and ons question I am going to refer to is
the question of abattoirs. It is a very plea.
sant circumstance to us here and to the
general community outside, that the Pre-
mier ard his Ministers have seen fit to ap-
point a Royal Commission to deal with the
great question of the meat industry of
Queensland—that is, the production of stock,
the transit of stock by road and by train to
the various centres of population, for local
consumption, and for export, and that
will necossarily take in the question of
absttoirs. Further, the wider the scope of
that inquiry, so will the result be the more
valuable, and also so will it give the greater
confidence to the people. That is the view
I take of it. Personally I am in absolute
accord—1 know something about it, too—I
am in absolute accord with the necessity of
abattoirs in every centre of population, say
down to 10,000 inhabitants; and as time goes
on I am «atisfied that abattoirs, managed by
the Goverament--not municipal, I have a
great objection ‘to municipal abattoirs—
when the larger citics are equipped and the
managi-ment is good—and no doubt it will
be, as there are able men wvailable to carry
on the work—when the results are good, it
will prove quite clearly to the people n the
smalicy towns that it is desirable and necss-
tc have abattoirs in all towns, even
This is a grave
on. If we have public abattoirs in a
city like Brisbane, they will nsturally have to
be vers well equipped, which will take a large
sum cof money, and that is where the re-
sponsibility comes in. It is all very woll
for hon. members to speak from their placa
in the Chamber and say that this should
be done and that that should be done. It
is a question of money, and when a Loan
Bill comes along, some of us object. Some
of us object to going too fast, and some
object to paying too great an interest. If
we are going to have abattoirs we have
to find the money, and that is where the
responsibility rests on my friends opposite.

Mr. BOWMAN:

We will welcome that.

Mr. BOOKER: I quite understand that,
but there is the point where we are anxious
to bring about the very best conditions with
regard to pure food and sound food for the
people. I am glad that the Cabinet have
decided to get down to bedrock and find
out where the weaknesses are and to guard
against them, and to lay down a system
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which will be creditable to the Administra-
tion who carry it on and satisfactory to the
people. Wo hear a lot of discussion aboub
our export trade. It is disastrous to think
that this great country of Queensland is
only exporting to a ocity like London about
5 per cent. of the imports to that city. ’I‘hgse
are things which naturally the commission
will inquire into. This is in the interests,
not of the big man any more than it is in
the interests of the small farmer. That is
one reason why I am anxious to see public
abattoirs—so that tie =mzll man who has
twenty head of cattle or fifty head of sheep
can get his stock treated as in South Aus-
tralia, and have his small consignment ship-
ped and get the best possible price for it
That is our trouble under present conditions.
The meat companies under prezent condi-
tions will not deal with the small man who
has less than 100 bullocks or 500 sheep. We
realise that the Government are anxious to
fall into line and make provision . for the
small man just as the meat companies have
made provision for the larger people. Deal-
ing with the question of a Royal Commission,
unfortunately it has got abroad to some ex-
tent, that the Stock Owners’ Association
raise objections to the meat companies—the
exporters, That is not so. There is nothing
of that in the movement at all. It is a
warm desire to get the business of our local
consumption and export put upon the best
possible footing, and that was the reason
of the original endeavour to bring about
what the Cabinet have appreciated, and I
am, moreover, very pleased to find that the
Government have done what theyuare dohng:
Speaking of electoral reform, I quite realise
that this is a very important subject, and
when it is beingz dealt with there should be
no party considerations at all. What applies
to my friends opposite applies to ourselves.
What we want is a fair deal. We do not ask
for anything more, and what I do hope is
that when that Hlectoral Reform Bill comes
before this Chamber and has been discussed,
that every member of the House will realise
one fact, that it is for a fair deal, and there
should be no trickery about the franchise at
all. It has struck me for some time back, as
s matter of fact ever since I have been in
‘public life—TI have contested three elections—

"that on election morning both sides find a

great number of their friends are not »n
the roll. That suggested to mc that there
should be in the different districts of the
State permanent officers to carry on electoral
work., There are ten Federal areas in
Queensland and inside those Federal areas
are several State electorates. Of course some
of the State electorates overlap into other
electorates, but that could be adjusted when’
the officer was appointed. I make this sug-
gestion: That there should be a permanent
officer—and there are many capable men in
the public service—men who carried on the
last election—appoint a public officer for
each electoral area to deal with State elec-
tions in that area and whose duty it would
be to carry on election work from election
to election, and then to carry on the machin-
ory of the olection at any particular time.
If that was done, it would relieve the Home
Department of a good deal of stress and rush
of work. The electoral machinery would go
on smoothly from election to election, and
where the officer was a local man, it would
be his business to watch every State elec-
torate, and keep the rolls up to date. Then,
no matter what your political opinion was,

Mr. Booker.]
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you would feel at once that everybody was
on the roll, and the machinery of the elec-
tions went on smoothly, and the results were
fair and square. Something like that I am
certain would bring about infinitely better
conditions. Whether our friends opposite,
or we on this side, benefited in connection
with that electoral reform, we should have
something simple and effective. In connec-
tion with the Lands Department I desire to
make special reference to the appointment
of a very able man in charge of the Forestry
Department. There is no better asset to the
State than our timber, and we have unfor-
tunately sacrificed a great deal of that splen-
did asset, and we are doing so still. I would
like to draw the Minister’s attention to the
fact that in every timber district—in iron-
bark timber districts especially—through
which a railway is passing, some of the mosg
beautiful young trees are felled to give a
few sleepers. To me it seems an iniquitous
thing that any State department should be
sacrificing these young trees for the passing
circumstance; for, after all, the young sappy
timber never is as permanent as the matured
timber, and those trees are being used which
should be available in the future for better
work. I would ask the Minister for Rail-
ways to confer with his officers, who in turn
might confer with the Director of Forests,
and come to some clear understanding. The
forests of Queensland should be controlled for
the time being by one officer, who should be
the Director of Forests. To me it is a most
important matter, and something of that
nature should be done. It is disastrous that
this great timber asset should be in a
sense divided; the Railway Department can
go into a hardwood forest and take what
they like, and the Director of Forests has
no control, or, if he has, it is a passive
control. That is a matter which I hope the
Minister for Railways will endeavour tc
look into. Last Parliament we heard a
great deal about the Liquor Bill, and I say,
without hesitation, that if this House had
accepted that Bill as it came into this Cham-
ber, without cutting and slashing it about,
the Bill would have been infinitely more
just than as we received it from the Council.

If the Bill comes into the Chamber in any-

thing like the form in which it was placed
before us last year, I am going to cast my
vote for it. Many of the amendments that
were passed spoilt the Bill—the Bill should
have been accepted in globo. Thsre is an-
other matter I desire to go into, and that is
in connection with wages boards. That there
-are defects in the Wages Boards Act we all
agree. I am closely identified with the in-
-dustrial life of the State, and I find that
there is a good deal of dissatisfaction
amongst the workers as to the personnel of
bhe cha,lrmen of the boards. (Hear, hear!)
Not in a sense altogether personal to the
individual—it might be Mr. Denham or it
might be Mr. Bowman—but the wages
boards are formed by an equal number of
representatives of the employees and of em-
ployers. Then after, perhaps, a disagree-
ment, the Crown, represented by the Minis-
ter for Works, appoints a chairman.

Mr. BowmaN : If they cannot appoint one.

Mr. BOOKER: Isay thatthatis only goin
halfway. If the wageys boards are ggigg t%
do their work, and bring about the closest
confidence as between emplover and em-
ployee, the chairman should be the judge

[ r. Booker.
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when big questions are at issue. Say, for
instance, in a large district and in a compli-

cated case; but in districts where it wogld
be costly to send a judge, then a police
after all

magistrate should be sent, because
the chairman is there to sift evidence—and
then his decision gives confidence to both
sides. I reluctantly say that in many cases
the trouble with wages boards is the lack
of confidence in the chairman. Then there
are certaln men who are sitting on wages
boards, and I take it that these men to
some extent are becoming professional chair-
men of wages boards. Some of them have
been politicians. I say with all due respect
to the gentlemen I am referring to, that 1t
is not good for them to have the suspicion
cast upon them. To get away from that,
and bring about that supreme confidence in
the effectivencss of the boards, there should
be a judge to preside, say, on large ques-
tions; and in smaller questions, in the case
of the country, a police magistrate. The
results would then I am certain be infinitely
better than they have been up to the pre-
sent time. I have heard from my friends
opposite that they do not agree with wages
boards, but would sooner have the arbitra-
tion court. I take this view of it: That
“ prevention in infinitely better than the
cure.”’”  Arbitration is to seftle disputes,
wages boards were established to prevent
disputes. Of course, it does not suit some
of our friends opposite—they do not want
any industrial amity and brotherly love be-
tween the men who are working and those
who are employers.

Mr. BowMman: You are wrong.

Mr. BOOKER: The trouble is this: That
many men—and some of my friends oppo-
site are living upon the country, and the
discord and lack of amity in the industrial
life of the country, and do not like the
words I am passing across to them.

Mr. RyaN: You ought to be ashamed of
vourself.

Mr. BOOKER: Take the smiling coun-
tenance of my friend opposite, who is
largely responsible for the sugar strike—he
never cut a cane in his life and knows no-
thing about it. That is what irritates and
annoys a man who is earnest in his public
life.  Men come here and treat with levity
the most serious questions that the country
has to deal with—and what more serious
question has this country to deal with than
to bring about industrial peace? It does not
suit my friend—the sardonic smile indicates
the class of men who are representing, or
misrepresenting, the workers of this country,
and the sooner the Government pass an In-
dustrial Peace Bill the better it will be for
the worker—better for the worker than the
employer; because all the industrial legisla-
tion passed through this Chamber has been
in the interests of the worker. Many of
the workers realise that fact, and hundreds
of them voted for me. Speaking of the
Industrial Peace Bill, I appreciate the titie
of the Bill. Tt indicates a great deal of
what the Bill might mean. T will just read
a little dissertation showing how ncaessary
it is that we should have an Industrial
Peace Bill. I should say that one of my
friends had written to the Sydney Rulletin
shortly after the Brisbane strike, and ihis
was the reply of the Bulletin, We have
heard a great deal about the Bulleiin to-
night. ¢ Mallet’ is the anonymous title of
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the writer. Probably he has been riling at
industrial life and doing all-he can to
shatter industrial peace. The reply of the
Bulletin is this—

“‘Mallet”: Observe that, while you
do mnot say ‘To hell with all agree-
ments’! you ‘do condemn unions for

signing industrial agreements which pro-
vide for service in a future that may be
full of changing ronditions.” Cordially
disagree with you. This country wants
big industries built up on sound lines,
and big industries cannot be built ap
if the men who run them cannot figure
ahead as to costs for more than twenty-
four hours. 1t is very pleasant, no
doubt, for the worker to be in a posi-
tion to drop in on the boss at any
moment, regardless of agreements, and
demand another ‘bob’ a day; but the
boss’s uncertainty about the future may
cost the worker more than he gains in
the leng run. And it certainly costs
the country a heap more.”

That points to the necessity for an Industrial
Peace Bill as much as anything I have
ever secn. It is this everlasting
[9 pm.] turmoil fostered by some of my
friends opposite—not by all of
them, Some of them live on the marrow of
strikes: and if we were to pass an Industrial
Peace Bill. their calling would cease to exist.
That is why the Bill will receive the bitter
antagonism of some of my friends opposite.
So much has been said about the strike that
a friend of mine said the next man who
talks strike in this House should get three
months without the option; but so much has
Teen said reflecting on this side that I would
like to say a few words. The deputy leader
of the Opposibion said this—

“But I do not intend to go into every
detail of the strike. There is a broad
Jine of demarcation between the party
representad by the bon, gentleman who
has just resumed his seat (the Premier)
and the party led by the hon. member
for Fortitude Valley.”

There is a great demarcation, and the
demarcation is this: The distinction is that
Liberalism implies freedom for every citizen
to, pursue his lawful avocation without inter-

ference. Every true unionist at heart is a
Liberal. e also said—
“Now, I say the Government were

the canse of the general strike. 1 said

that during the campaign.”

He said a lot of other things just as un-
scrupulous as his charge against this side
thas our endeavour is to injure unionism.
Hortunately for the country there are some
industrial centres in Quecnsland that have
another opinion; and the men engaged in
industrial life are better judzes as to whether
the party led by the Premier are trying to
down uanionism, or whether cur friends op-
posite, by their conduect, brought about the
greatest disaster that ever struck this country.
The leader of the Opposition smiles.

Mr, BowmaN: You make me smile.

Mr. BOOKER: That is the worst feature
about it—for the reason that it was the
gravest blunder ever committed by a body of
public men, bringing disaster on the com-
munity and on the people they represent.
The hon. member for Warrege stated that
they could have stopped the richest man from
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buying a loaf. They did not stop the rich
man from buying a loaf; they did not stop
memberg of Parliament from coming every
day for lunch to this House, where the best
that could be provided was provided. I was
here on several occasions when the strike
was at its worst; and I found my friends
opposite enjoying the best meal that could
b: got in Brisbane. The half-crown meal
to be got at my hotel during the strike was
not in 1t with the meal that could be got here
for a shilling. Then, they treat the matter
with a certain amount of levity, which to me
is the gravest attitude our friends could take
up. I am only sorry I could not snapshot
them at their dinner, and at the next elec-
tion, or at the next Federal election screen
them on the stage—and gramophone their
ufterances—because then there would be no
necessity for gny speaker on this side of the
House to open his lips—the screcns and the
gramophones would be quite enough to wipe
the majority of our friends opposite out of
public life. In conclusion, I will make a
short quotation from an article in “ The
Round Table” on the Brisbane general
strike. There is alwavs a fairness about the
articles appearing in this publication; and
this is what the writer sars, referring par-
ticularly to co-operation and arbitration-—

““The leader, of whatever party, who
succeeds in drawing public interest back
to these two principles will do well. And
last, and most important of all, the great
need of the age is that the coming
reneration. of everv class and creed.
should reccive a real education, both
intellectual and moral, in the things which
helong to a true civil and national life.
Intellectual, that they may discern and
avoid the half-truths, the roisconceptions,
and the follies which in this instance
have led the world of labour so far
astray; moral, that they may understand
that others beside themselves have rights,
equally worthy of resognition and respect
with their own; that the highest of ends
can never jusiify the use of unjust means;
and that even the industrial kingdom of
heavea can never be gained by violence
alone. If the experience through which
we have just passed has helped us, if
ever so little, to a better realisation of
these truths, if it has brought this ideal
one step nearer, then we may say with-
out fear, *hat for all its loss and suffer-
ing that experience has not been in vain.”

Tt is the half-truths and unscrupuleus <tate-
ments that keep this thing going: and that
has been my regret listening to the speeches
by my friends opposite on the Address in
Reply, because, if anyone could be
responsible, they were responsible for what
taok place.

OprosiTioN MemBERs: You are wrong!
No¢ true! Absolutely untrue!

Mr. BOOXER: They

cama here and

‘grinned about the damage they did to the

people and the damage they did to the State.
Mr. ApamM#ox: That is not true.
Mr. BOOKER: It is true.
Mr. ApamsoN: I say it is not.
Mr, BOOKER: I say it is true; and the

denial clearly shows that I have hit the
hon. member.

Mr. ADaMS823: No, you have not.

Mr. Booker.]
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Mr. VOWLES: Mr. Spesker—I rise to
support the motion for the Address in Reply
to the Specch with which His Excellency
the Governor cpened the 15th Puriiament,
which was so ably. moved by the hon.
member for Gymple, and so ably seconded
by the hon. member for Bowen. I desire
also to congrasulate you cn your acoession
to the dignified position of Speaker of this
Assombly. During last session I had the
opportunity of cbserving the dignified and
capable way in which von carried out your
functions as Speaker; and I trust that you
\;.'11] long live to carry out the duties of
Speaker of this House. The Address in Reply
starts with these words-—

“ We, His Majesty’s loyal and dutiful
subjects, the members of the Legislative
Assembly of Queensland, in Parliament
assembled, ddsire to assure Your Hx-
cellency of our continued loyalty and
affection towards the Throne and Person
of Our Most Gracious Sovereign.”

I think that ab no time in the history of the
Parliament of Queenslind has it been more
necessary than it is at the present time for
us to assure His Excellency of the loyalty of
members of this Assembly, the reason being
the affairs which have taken place recently
in Brisbkane, and the part which some hon.
members of the House took in connection
with those affairs. I am not going to labour
the subject of the strike. I was not in Bris.
bane during the time the strike was in
progress, though I did come down, more out
of curiosity than anything elss, towards the
finish of the strike fo see how it was roing
on. But I saw the cffects of the strike in
the country, and how the innocent there
suffered for the guilty, whoever were -the
guilty. I know that the preducers in my own
district and on the Downs lost considerably,
because there were no trains running to bring
their produce to market, owing to the strike.

Ar. Coyxg: Not through the strike.

Mr. VOWLES: Yes; through the strike.
I know, too, that workmen of all classes
suffered very considerably in the country.
At soms places in my own electorate work
had to be suspended because material which
was required for it was in Brisbane and
could not be brought to Dalby because the
men at the railway sheds would not load it
on the rsilway trucks. The result was that
a large number of workmen were thrown out
of employment, and I heard the remarks
which they made with referencs to the strike.
The strike “touched them on the raw, it
touched their pockets, and they were not
very sympsthetic with those who brought
about the strike. The strike committee also
hit the people in the country very hard, in
this way—that supplies in country towns
are very limited, and when there are no traing
running those sunplies cannot be renewed,
with the result that the prices of the neces-
saries of life are increased.

Mr. Coyxe: Were they increased in Roma?

Lir. VOWLES: I do not know whether
that occurred at Roma and some other towns
along the railway, but I know that prices
werce increased at Chinchilla, Miles, Dalby,
Warra, and Jondowaie, and in some cases
the cost of the ordinary necessaries of life
was_increased by 33 per cent. If the prices
at Roma were increased, then one of the
members of the Opposition participated in the
neofits.  If he did not, it is a remarkable
thing, because it would be very much against

[Mr. Vowles.
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his principles not to make a profit when the
opportunity offered. I have listened to the
explanations, excuses, and apologies which
have been given by leading members of the
Opposition and by the prominent members
of the strike committee.

Mr. CoyNE: There is no need for apology.

Mr. VOWLES: Apoclogies have been made,
and by no one more than by the hon. mem-
ber himself, trying to prove that black is
white, and so on. The hon. member for
Paddington, in dealing with this matter, said
that the elections were a real victory for the
Liberal party, and that is a very candid ad-
mission to come from a member of the
Opposition. We have been told that the
Governmenj gained that victory because on
account of the gross misrepresentation of the
metropolitan Press the Opposition side of the
strike story was not given proper ventilation
in the country, with the result that the
Opposition suffered at their hands.

Mr. RvaN: So they did.

Mr. VOWLES: I do not know whether they
did or not, but I shall give you my experr
ence in my electorate, and members can
then judge whether it is true that the electors
there got the true story of the strike or not.
The whole of my electorate was simply
flooded with strike literature supplied by the
Opposition.

Mr. RyaN: I do not think they got the true
story or you would not be here.

Mr. VOWLES: The hon. member can come
up there, and try what his chances would be
with the electors if he has any doubt on the
subject. One could not go along the rail-
way platform without tumbling over bundles
of Workers giving w ‘‘true history of the
strike,”” as it was called. We had Senator
Stewart and Mr, James Page, M.P., up there,
znd a special edition of the Daldy Democrat
was issued. We had all those organs and all
classes of agitators and representatives of the
party I wus opposed to in the electorate,
They flooded the district with literature, and
spoke in every quarter. They spoke night
after night at every centre, and the result
of all this was that those people who had
suffered directly by the strike—people who
were innocent of anything in connection with
the strike, and who had nothing to do with
the wearing of badges and all {hat tomfoolery
which was going on in Brisbane, doubled my
majority. Members opposite say that the
true story of the strike was not ventilated in
the country. I say it would be Impossible
to give more ventilation to anything than
was given to the strike in the Da}by electo-
rate.  So much wventilation was given to it
that when Senator Stewartand Mr. Page went
round and found how hopeless it was to ﬁght
the election on that matter, they drcpped it
and turned to Federal politics. There is one
thing I am very anxious to see, and that is
the Industrial Peace Bill. I have my own
views of what it is absolutely necessary 1t
should contain. We should have some legis-
lation which will deal with strikes, and if
possible prevent their recurrence in .t,ho
future. I believe that members on both sides
of the House will agree that a strike is a
barbarous means of settling an _industrial
dispute. When I first came into this House,
more than twelve months ago, we had a sugar
strike, and when Parliament opened this
session we were on the same hopeless subj,e;cf,
and T contend that it would be a good thing
to have legislation which would prevent a
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recurrence of strikes as a means of settling
industrial disputes. I also think that legisla-
tion should be introduced to prevent mem-
bers of this Chamber, whichever side they
sit, taking an active part in creating dissen-
siomis in the community and causing strikes.

);?Ir. Covne: How would the Treasurer get
on?

Lir. VOWLES: Such legislation should
apply to all members. The speeches of many
members now sitting on the Opposition
bencler, and of one who is now out of the
House, ~were absolutely seditious, and were
not fit utteranves for public men or for
publiention.

Zir. CoyneE: Why didn’t the Government
prosccutas them?

My, VOWLES: Why didn’t the Govern-
ment prosecuts you? You wanted to be made
a martyr of; that is all you wanted. Yom
wanted to be dragged through the streets so
that you might have something to whine
about in the future, but the Government were
too wive to gratify your wish.

Mr. Covxr: Why did they threaten me?

AMr. VOWILES: I say legislation ought to
e introduced previding that any member of
this House who is guilty of inciting people
to strike shall be incapuble of sitting in this
House.

Mr. RYAN: Are you accusing any member
of this House of redition?

Mpr, VOWLES: I am accusing them of
inciting ren to strike.

1r. RyaN: You used the word “sedition.”

MMr, VOWLES: I said that certaic mem-
bers of this House incited men to do things
that they were not game to do themselves.

Mr. Ryan: Who did?

Mr. VOWLES: Some of the members,
This iz what I think should be contained
in the Industrial Peace Bill. If we could
prevent politicians from going out and in-
citing people in times of industrial trouble
we would be able to protect unions against
political influence. (Opposition laughter.)
I am a strong belisver in unionisi.

Mr. Covxe: You are.

Mr. VOWLES: I am a member of a
union myself, and a good one, too. My
friand, the deputy leader of the Opposition,
also belongs to it.

MMr. Ryan: Quite right.
tended, too.

Mr. VOWLES: I believe in unionism
where it is for the benefit of the individuals
themselves, but I do not believe in unionism
which only exists for the purpose of fatten-
ing political parasites.

Mr. HuxHAM: Do you believe
labour in your union?

Mr. VOWLES: If we do away with the
professional politician in connection with
unionism, we will be able to bring about
what the men desire themselves. They do
not believe in the professional politician ele-
ment that is there. You have only got o
lock at the report of the Railway Board
inquiry to see the answers the men gave
when they were asked if they would go
back. They admitted that they were
coerced into leaving their work, and they
went out against their own wish, and they
said they went out because they were afraid
to do otherwise. Keep out the professional
politician, the man who is feathering his

I want that ex

in free
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own nest, and looking after his own inter-
ests. If he was not allowed to be a member
of these concerns the members would be free
to exercise their will as they pleased. We
were told in the country thut the strike was
brought about by Denham and Barnes. Tha
was the story going about out there. Wa
were told that they were making some imag-
inary profits when they brought about the
strikke. We were told it was a middleman’s
strike. How on earth they were able to
make a profit when no business was trans-
acted I am unable to see.

Mr. Coyxe: Who sold the flour?

Mr. VOWLES: I do not know who sold
the flour, but’I know you did not have your
meals here and you did not have them down
the street, so you must have eaten most of
the flour. We have heard a lot about vic-
timisation, but I can give you ai example
on the other side. In my electorate there
is a shearer’s cook, whom I suppose is known
to the hon. member for Warrego. His name
is Jueck Young. During the by-election
that took place there I had a shearer as my
secretary, and this shearer’s cook had the
temerity to come out into the open and
openly support me, with the result that he
got punched one night. That was nothing,
as Jack is a Britisher. He did not mind
that. When the election was over he went
out to the shed where he had been cooking
for years and he was told that he was not
wanted.

Mr. Covxe: All honour to those men.

Mr. VOWLES: He went to Cecil Plains,
and he was told that he was not wanted
there. He went to another station out West
where he had also cooked for some years,
and he was told he was not wanted there.

Mr. Coyne: How would you treat a scab
in your union?

Mr. VOWLES: That man was victimised
because he went out and voted as he pleased.

Xir. Coyng: No one prevented him.

Mr. VOWLES: No; but you victimised
him afterwards. Xven a shearer’s cook
cannot vote as he likes.

Mr. Payng: Was he a member of a union?

Mr. VOWLES: Ves, and had his ticket.
The hon. member for Murilla referred to
the Agricultural Bank Amending Act of 1911
and to a certainsregulation which has been
issued dealing with cection € of the Act.
That regulation was not in the Act when it
was passed in this Houre, and to my mind
it supersedes the Act altogether. If that
regulation had been contained in the Bill
when it was before the House, I, for one,
would not have voted for it. I have a num-

ber of farmers in my electorate, and I
know something about the conditions of

and I, for one

prickly-pear selections,
opposed such an

would certainly have
amendment as that.

Mr. Ryan: Do you say the regulation is
wltra vires?

Mr. VOWLES: No; but I say that it
supersedes the intention of the Act. The
section that is dealt with by the regulation
reads as follows:—

“ Advances for any of the following
purposes, namely, buildings not exceed-
ing £40, ringbarking, clearing, fencing,
draining or water conservation may ba

Mr. Vowles.t
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made of an amount not exceeding £200
to the full value of the improvements
proposed to be made: Provided that in
the case of an advance being for the
purpose of freeing land from prickly
pear, the managing director shall retain
such portion of the advance as he thinks
proper, not exceeding one-half part
thereof, etc., ete.”

I have not got the regulation, but it was
quoted by the hon. member for Murilla. It
says in substance that that section shall not
apply to prickly-pear selections. The point
is this: I do not see why any prickly-pear
selector should be excluded.

Mr. Rvan: Who is responsible for ex-
cluding him? Your Government.

Mr. VOWLES: I am criticising the Execu-
tive authority and the regulation that they
prepared.

Mr. Covyse: Why not blame the strike
committee ?

Mr. VOWLES: It is an injustice to the
prickly-pear men. I went round the elec-
torate during the election and told the
prickly-pear selectors of the liberal treat-
ment they were getting from the Government
in this Act, and I want them to see that I
was right and that I was misled. (Hear,
hear!) The man who takes up a prickly-
pear selection is entering on a big under-
taking. He is the man we want. We want
him to help us reclaim the land that has
fallen under pear. They are the best assets
for the State, as they clear off the pear and
afterwards become farmers themselves. Such
a man as that should be nursed and en-
couraged in every direction. The” prickly-
pear selector has to pay the full survey fee
down. It was £20 under the old scale, and
there is another 50 per cent. under the new
scale. He remains for five years without
any payment except as to clearing the pear
off the land. If he wants to clear his land
quicker, he can do so and get his certificate.
Yet this man is excluded for ever from the
operations of this Act so long as it remains
a prickly-pear sclection. There is a good deal
of p on many of the agricultural farm
selevtions, but they have only to pay one-fifth
of the survey fee, and they can get the
advantage of this particular section. I know
cases in my own electorate where men have
gone out and built a humpy costing £40 on
the prickly-pear selection and started to
clean the pear off, and I think they should
be allowed to get advances under this sec-
tion. Then they have started to cultivate
and to conserve water. Under this regula-
tion the man who is going to do that will
not be able to borrow on the same terms as

the agricultural farmer. Now, I

[9.30 p.m.] consider that is wrong, and I do
] not consider it was the intention

of this House when the Bill was going
through. On the subject of railways I have
the same complaint to make as the hon.
member for Murilla. We live in the West,
and we know that the Western Railway sys-
tem "i1s the biggest revenue producer in
Queensland. Last year the railway receipts
were more than 50 per cent. of the total
revenue of the State, and the railways as a
whole paid something like £3 16s. per cent.
profit on the cost of construction. We know
that the bulk of that money comes from the
West, but we in the West do not get *he
consideration that we should get from the
Railway Department in facilities for travel-

[Mr. Vowles.
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ling. (Hear, hear!) Take our ordinary mail
train, which leaves Brisbane on Tuesday and
Triday afternoon at a quarter to 2 o’clock.
Tt is nearly always packed from here to Too-
woomba, and it picks up fresh passengers
there for the West. We leave Brisbane at a
quarter to 2, and when we get to Ipswich
we are hung up for twenty minutes.  Why,
nobody knows. We might leave Brisbane
twenty minutes later, but instead, we are
hung up there. It cannot be that they do not
want us to go into the refeshment-room,
because the refreshment-room there is enough
to paralyse anybody, and nobody goes there
who can help it. The musty smell of the
place is enough to make one ill. Then we
go on to Helidon.

At 941 p.m,

The SPrakER left the chair, which was
tiken by Mr. STODART as Deputy Speaker.

Mr. VOWLES: The appointments ab
Helidon are altogether inadequate, and in
that crowded train it is almost impossible
to get into the refreshment-room, or, if one
is travelling with ladies, to get a ocup of
tea with the limited space and the large
number of travellers. We stay there till
the schedule time, and then we leave for
Murphy’s Creek, where we are hung up for
forty-five minutes waiting for the two divi-
sions of tke Sydney mail train to pass, and
they arc nearly always late. Then we get
on to Toowoomba, and from there I have
frequently travelled in the summer time
with ninetcen in one carriage. Wo are
packed like sardines, and even women can-
not get seating accomodation. That 1s a
regular occurrence, and it is a sort of joke
at Toowoomba to see the Dalby and Western
people getting packed into their train. And
our trains never run up to schedule time.
Vou never know how long you will have to
wait for a train. Then again you will not
find one lavatory carriage on a train. I
am pleased to know that quite recently the
department had got rid of what used to be
called the “hen coop.” (Laughter.) That
was the sleeping car, and there was ._good
reasons for calling it the ‘hen coop,” be-
cause it was full of lice and other vermin,
and nobody would travel in it. A lot of
the railway carriages on the Western line
are no better. We are not getting what we
should get in the way of accom;nodgtmn,
and I think it is up to us who live in the
West to barrack for all we are worth. An-
other question that is causing a great deal
of trouble in my district in connection with
the Railway Department is the question of
rebates on stock. It was the custom of the
department for some time—a custom sanc-
tioned by the late Commissioner, Mr.
Thallon—to give a rebate of 25 per cent. on
all stock from the West that was brought
into the Dalby district and afterwards railed
to Brisbane. The selectors in the Dalby
district, which is recognised as the fattening
district, draw upon the stock in the Woest.
That continued until last Christmas, and
then suddenly the regulation—I understand
it is only a departmental regulation—was
alterod without notice, and people in my
district are seriously out of pocket in conse-
quence. I know one man who brought in
four train loads of stock from the West, on
which he had paid £1,600 freight. Under
the old arrangcment, he would have been
entitled to a rebate of £400, and ke sud-
denly discovered that the rebate was
abolished, and, as he had purchased the
stock on the basis of that rebate, he 1is
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now ‘‘in the soup.” There should be no
such thing as rebates at all on our railways.
Everybody should ke on an equal footing,
and, if the department want to make any
concessions they should do it by a reduec-
tion in freights, and there should be o in-
tricacies of bookkeeping to find out whether
stock which came from the West eventually
get down to the Brisbane market. The
Commissioner has decided quite recently to
carry on this system of rebates on a sliding
scale ranging from 15 per cent. on siock
railed for 200 miles and increasing with in-
creasing distance up to 25 per cent. The
minimum distance is 200 miles. It is 183
miles from Dalby to Roma, and it will actu-
ally pay people in my electorate to malke
the Railway Department carry stock trucked
from Roema on to Jondaryan, 25 miles be-
yvond Dalby, and drive them back to Dalby,
s0o as to get them carried the 200 miles.
That is a subterfuge that will have to be
adopted to get this rebate, and it shows the
absurdity of having a rebate at all. An-
other subject on which I wish to speak is
that of the Jimbour lands. The Jimbour
Estate was repurchased and cut up under
the Closer Seftlement Act. The first selec-
tors have had rather a bad time having
struck off seasons. Under the Act, the
term of payment for the land is twenty-nve
years. The first payment is one-tenth of the
purchase money, and the next four years are
exempt from payment, and then the pay-
ments begin, the interest being capitalised
and extended over the balance of the pax-
ments. The people who have taken up
large areas in many instances paid a very
high price—up to £7 an acre. 1 regret to
say that they have been unfortunate in the
seasons. The first two years they spent in
getting their places in order, and the next
two years in breaking up the land and
putting in séed wheat, and they have got
no return. Their payments come on thom
now, and in nearly cvery instance they find
that they will not be able to meet their
engagements to the Lands Department.
They are going to ask this House to recon-
sider their position and to reconsider the
position generally under the Closer Settle-
ment Act, and ask if it would not be wiser
to extend the number of years for payment
so as to make the annual pavments less
heavy. If a man buys 1,000 scres at £5 an
acre, it represents a capital of £5,000, of
which he has to par £500 down. He is
paying interest on £4500 at 5 per cent..
and in addition to that they have this pax-
ticular year to make a payment of one-
twentieth of the capital value. That makes
about £500 this vear in addition to rates and
taxes and all other outgoings. These
men, in many cases, after spending what
money they had on the land, have gone
to the Agricultural Department for loang
They are in this position: . They are pay-
ing 5 per cent. on the capital value of
the land, thev are paring interest on the

money borrowed from the Agricultural
Department, and if they are unable to
meet their engagements to the Treasury

and allow their engagements to run on for
sixty days, they have to pay 10 per cent.
penalty on the amount of money owing,
which means they have to pay 20 per cent.
on some of it, 10 per cent. on another por-
tion, and 5 per cent. on another, and it is
a very good business that can afford to do
that. If you are going to encourage these
people to go on the land, if you are going
to encourage them to take up high-priced
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land and cultivate it, you will have te
malke the terms more liberal and not bo fo

xacting in regard to the penalty imposed.

Mr. LeENNON: Why not put them on the
perpetual lease system?

Mr. VOWLES: They do not care about
it. They prefer to get their freehold.

Br. Ryax: Why, a Labour Government
would do better than that.

Mr. VOWLES: I hope they will never
have an opportunity of trying.

Mr. HunTErR: What are you grumbling
about then?
Mr. RyaN:

than you say.

Mr. VOWLES: There is another subject
in connection with the Railway Department.
Now, the Cattle Creek.line has been a very
successful one, as far as the settlers are con-
cerned. It paid last year £5 3s. 10d. per
cent. on the money that was borrowed. That
shows that the railway is making about £12
per cent. profit for the State of Queensland,
with the result that it has gone out of the
hands of the people in the benefited area
and is now the property of the State. All
the time the public had to pay for the up-
keep of that line if there was any deficiency
things went along quite smoothly, but
regret very much to say that as soon as 1t
has got into the hands of the State a cheese-
paring policy is being carried out.

Mr. Bownan: Is that not a reflection on
the State?

Mr. VOWLES: I do not know whether it
is a reflection on the State, on the Adminis-
tration, or on the department. It is a re-
markable thing that at one railway station,
quite recently, two telephones have been in-
stalled for the use of the public, and the
department employed a station mistress ab
the magnificent remuneration of 9s. a week.
When she left the district they had to put a
man on, and as his wages ‘were too much tbe
station was closed. This is the first station
from Dalby, and it is right in the middle
of a settled district. There is a good popula-
tion there, there is stock all round about it,
and it is a trucking station. I say this place
should have remained a station the same as
it was all the time the taxpayers had to keep
up the betterment when there was any de-
ficiency. It was a receiving place for goods,
it was a booking office, and two telephones
were installed there for the use of the public.
If those things are altogether unnecessary,
it is a remarkable thing that the Post and
Telegraph Department would instal tele-
phones, because I have tried very hard to
get them installed in other places where they
were required, and the department said the
surroundings did not warrant their installa-
tion. On the subject of betterment railway
lines, there is another thing I would like
to point out in connection with the Tara
line. That is another betterment line in my
district.

Mr. Ryan: Is that paying?

Mr. VOWLES: We do not know anything
about that. I do not think it is going to
pay for a while. (Laughter.) At any rate,
Dalby is in the betterment area, and Dalby
is quite prepared to meet its share of any
deficiency, but that line never will pay until
it is caried 40 or 50 miles beyond Tara to

Mr. Vowles.]

It could not be much worse
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the good country. In that psrticular case,
the people at a place called Weranga have
been agitating and asking the department to
put un x siding and trucking-yard. Hvery
person in the district who would have to pay
the irtesset on tha cost of that truc
has asked for it to be erected, and yei ther
cannot get the department to move in the
matter, with the result that they are very
sericisly inconvenienced. They have stock
to bring out and stock to take in and ther
have no trucking yerd and no facilities, and
in addition to that I may tell you that they
suffer a double injustice. Not only do they
suffer through net having facilities for truck-
ing, but they have tn drive their stock from
their own place to Dalby and elsewbere and
are thereby losing the freight which would
be earned on the railway and which would
go tyvardy puvine its upkeen.

GOVERNMENT MEMBER: Why don’t rou
go to the department?

Mr. VOWLES: That i« all very well, but
when you go to the department they tell
you they want to protect vour friends and
constituents against their own improvidenee.
(Laughter.) If there is any shortage these
men have to pay, and why should they not
have what they want? I submit that it is
only comnion sense that they should get it.
I do not wish to take up any further time.

The SECRETARY For RAILWAYS: What about
the Dulby-Jandowae Railway ?

Mr. VOWLES: They are asking me every
day when this line is zoing to be started, 1
know £16,660 wes voted for it lasut year,
and I hope it will bo one of ihe very first
railwars to be started. The Housw evi-
dently  realised thet it wes v badlr
necded, otheprwi th voould rai have

passed it. Now weo hs
about abattoirs 2nd all
the leader of the Oppe
membors on the other sid~,
ber spoke ahout pulliing ths p pump
when the hon. member for Murilla was
speaking, but I think it is the duty of the
country membors to pull th parish pump
as far as their districts are concerned. It
seems to me to have been pulled in Brisbane
as fur as theso tfoirs are concerned.
Mr. Bowmax:
of the publie.
My, VOWLES:

for the benefit of
would be a very

ve had o lot of talk
orts of things from

n and rewponsible
hon. mem-

st

They ara for the henefit

So ars sll these things

the public. Brisbane
poor place if it was not
for the prosperiiy in the country. (Hear,
heer!) Brisbane is prastically dependent
on the man on the land and the men on
the mining ficlds. am very pleased to
note that it is the intention of the Mines
Department to assist peopls  on mining
fields so that they will he able to exploit
them and ser if they cannet produce the
same results as we had in previous rears.
It is rathor lamentable to think that after
all the years our roldmines have stuck to
Queersland ther are going down at last,
and I think it would he a good thing for
Queensland to spend » large sum of mone:
in trying to find other fields, We are Je-
pendent on the mining fields just as muech
a5 we are on the man on ths land. The
gold that has come from those places kept
Queensland for many ves and now they
are going off I am very plaased to see that
we are getting it in other directions, and,

. Vowles,
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as 1 consider, from the ground itself, and
there has been a large. influx of population
into the agricultural districts.

At 10 p.m.,
The SrEAKER rssumed the chair.

VOWLES (continuing): I commend
the immigration scheme of the Government.
I have had an opportunity of secing the
practical side of it in 1y electorate—not
oxly the immigrants from overseas. bujt H
have hud an c¢pportunity of seeing the class
of men introduced during the administra-
tion of the late jeier for Tands, th:}—: late
Hon. J. T. Bl t class of solestor
we have in our district is the man who was

brought over from New South ¥ ¢ and
Vistoria. We hkave some estimable immi-
rrants from overseas, too. We have men

on the land who are producing =1l the na:b-
ural products of the land that can be got,
helping to develop the State, and if they
arc doing as well in other districts as the{i
are doing in my own, I ssv we have a great
future ahead of us. I sincerely trust that
these good scasons will continue ; there 1is
no doubt they are very bountiful at pre.
sent. If they do, then we ought to have
a very fine vear in this House, and th.e
Troasurer ought to have the most successful
on record as far as the Treasury is
(Hear, hear!)

rea

conearned.

My, PAYNE (3fitchell): 1t 5 '»’rr;"l:;
i indeed fo hear even Governgend

. bove .
criticising the Goveram-cut. The
Dulby and the hon. mem-
lid not hesitets to criti-

Ryan: And tha how member for

"NE: Tha hon. member for Fussi

g rcasonable and #ons’ble
is pl 0
timaort having  haeckbone
cnongh to tell the Government whers they
think they are wrong. The mover and
seconder of the Adidress in Reply have been
congratulated from both sides of the House.
I thwk they did very well seoording to their
: political of thinking, but I am
in saying that the new members of' the
ur party did equnally as well. The hon.
member for Keppel’'s spesch was full of
fight, the hon. riember for Brizbans made
a sensible speech, and the hon. member for
Clairns made some sound remarks. We lost
some good men from this side dt the last
election, but I think from the start the new
Labour iiembers have made, they will go
o long way to fill the gap. The first fow
days of the sion gave undoubted proof
that the government of Qucensland is not
carried out aceording to the voice of the
olactors. We find that some weeks hefore the
Houre met to transset the business of the
session, seven representatives of this Cham-
ber, it £

=

cther with two repressntatives of
another place, met and framed iwo Bills,
and dispatched them to England, with tho
result that when the House met to do the
business of the session, thoss Bills were pre-
sented, with a vory strong reminder that
they could not be altered in one “word or
letter.

The TREASURER: Do not fogget ‘Fhat« Par-
liament supported them in their action, what-
ever was done.
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Mr. PAYNE: Is not that a peculiar way
of transacting the business of the State? An
amendment suggested by the hon. member
for Fasifern was not entertained. I claim
thot the Denham Government have deliber-
ately gagged sixty-five representatives in
the ilouvse on this matter. It appears 5 mo

L if the Goverument can treat important
ool in this weay, why can they not
treat all legislation in the same way? Ths
two Bills I have referred to were very
portent; cne of them had for its objest the
raising of the interest on our loans from 3% to
.; the other provided that the
Government could raise money by deben.
To my rniind the procsdure of the
t was unconstitational. If it was

nstibit I, then ths idea of Queensland
being governed by the voivs of the elestors
is only a fares. I ink the Denham Go-
vernment have shown no ability or general-
ship in meansging the aifsirs of this Staio.
I will quote ome or two little instances of
how, they are mansging things cven in a
sm_aﬂ way. L may say that before I ever
bring a complaint before the House I always
thought it was a {air thing (o see if T ceald

H that grievones settled in the de-

t concerned. I did that in this cagse,
uld get ro satisfaction. I
astance of a young lad in
s, who had been resom-
doctor, by the State
by Dr. Bourne, vho

-

1

it
local

mendad by the
schocl inacher, ard also
went out to examive the children’s testh and

eyes, to come down South to have his eve

treated, as nothing could be done for him
in the loeal hosnital.
place

loea He eventually found a
in the Church of England shelter in
sireet. I got a telephone ring from
ma-street police station, saying that
s a lad from my electorate stranded
anz. I ocame 1In immadiately, and

found ‘hat it was this lad I had met
before. I saw him at the home in Mary
street, and had a conversation with hi

1

and the lady in charge, and T discover.
th:%fc the l:d had been lodged there by
poicemen. 1 swent to the Home Depart.
ment, steted the case, and 1 believe the
lad was taken from there to a home at
Nundah. He had a father and mother, but
he came here to have his eyes treated. T
am pointing out how this progreissive Go-
vernment conduct tho affairs of the country
¢ven in simple mutters. The box
[10p.m.] was seiqt_ t%the Nundah Orphan-
age. believe 14 s 4
Church of Erirland peo;jI‘(:.3 T Y the

HI and T have every
admiration for the wav in which it : 1
f zv in which it is -

admira t is con

. I went and saw the lad after

ha‘a‘bs'en there two or three months; andh§
must sav hs locked very much better than
he did when he cams from Longreach, 1
had a letter from his mother asking that his
farp ke given him from Nundah to the
Brisbane Hospital to have hix eyes treated.

1 !
'3.;1;72 letter is dated the 2lst March, and it

The SPEAKER: The hon. member may

-gtuote from the letter, but he must not read
it.

Mr. PAYNE: Very well, Mr. Speaker;
but it will perhaps take me longer t(l)) do sro’.
The lad’s name is O’Farrell; and I had a
Ietlzeg fromfhlIs mcvi%l}zﬂerl,j Mrs. O’Farrell. She
asked me 1 wou e kind en
the lad a pass from the ogEn to gt
to the Brisbane Hospital, to have his eyes
treated. I wrote to the Railway Department

i
)
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and received a reply, saying that if I would
call in I would get the lad’s pass. I called;
and to my surprise they wanted to give me
a pass for the one trip. Just imagine a man
going to the Railway Department for a pass
that would cost about 2d. or 3d.! I am not
a moneyed man; but I would never trouble
the department when it was a matter of
pence or shillings. I said that was not what
T wanted; that I wanted a pass to enable
him to attend the Brisbane Hospital for
three months, but they said they could not
do it. Then I went to the Home Depart-
ment, and saw the Assistant Under Seccre-
tary, who referred me to the head of the
Orphanage Branch, with the reminder that
if I could not succeed in getting a pass there
I was to approach him again. At the
Orphanage Branch I was given to under-
stand that it was not an orphanage for boys
at all—that it was a girls’ orphanage, but
boys were there. I wrote to the Education
Department, and they replied regretting that
they could not see their way clear to give a
pass to the lad. We have heard a good
deal from the Covernment side about all
the Government are doing for the eyes of
children in the West, and it seems to me a
shabby thing, when a railway passes the

‘place, and there are seventy or eighty trains

a day, not to give that lad a pass. The
Government would have been at no loss in
giving the pass. And whsn I am appealing
for a pass for this lad, I want a pass for
every child in the institution that has to go
to Brisbane to have eyes treated. This lady
said it took her all her time to pay the
weekly allowance, and I think it was miser-
able and shabby treatment on the part of the
Government. There is another matter I
want to mention. The member for Brisbane,
Mr. Kirwan, said the other evening that the
place where the women ecarrizze-cleaners
worked was filthy and insanitary. I can tell
the Minister another filihy and insanitary
place in connection with the Railway Depart-
ment—namely, in the second-class ¢irringes
between Rockhampton and Longreach.

Mr. HARDACRE : Hear, hear!

Mr. PAYNE: I have mentioned this
matter time and again, year after year: and
to my personal knowledge, ever since I have
been a member of this House, they have
had  seconud-class carriages runnirg from
Rockhampton to Longreach, a distance of
424 miles, carrying women and children, and
no lavatory carriage.

Mr. HarDACRE: Scandalous!

Mr. PAYNE: Is there anything more
filthy than that? I have seen 1t for myself.
In that distance of 424 miles the only stop-
pages to speak of are three—places where
people can get refreshments. There are
other places where the train stops a few
minutes. Jusi fancy a woman trying to get
two or three sleepy children out of a second-
class carriage and get them back again in
five minutes! I have told them on several
occasions to tell the guard they were getting
out, and not to go until they returned; and
I said, “ If he goes and leaves you, I think
you can get some recompense.” I have seen
most filthy scenes on those second-clas: car-
riages; and it has been going on for years.
A good deal has been said about the late
election being & great win for the Govern-
ment, What was the great win they had?
The Labour party got 41,555 more votes in
1912 than they got in 1909. Was that a

 Mr. Payne.]
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defeat for the Labour party? We practically
did better as far as voting power is con-
cerned than we ever did before. The party
had a lot to fight at the last general elec-
tion. In the first place, there was the redis-
tribution of seats and alteration of the
boundaries of the electorates. They cut out
four sure Labour seats, if not six. There
was Bulloo, Clermont, Burke, and Carpen-
taria—sure Labour seats that nobody could
shake, Then the leader of this party, Mr.
Bowman, got more than enough of a
sajority to have returned his friend, Mr.
McLachlan. The same remark applies to
Charters Towers. Again, we lost a lot of
Labour votes at the last general election
because many Labour voters did not know
exactly what electorate they were in. Though
I knew the boundaries of my own electorate,
I could not tell the boundaries of other elec-
torates I visited. The trouble was that
people did not know where to go to vote,
and the consequence was that Labour lost a
lot of votes. Then, we had the capitalistic
Press against us. I suppose that under the
existing state of affairs we shall always have
the capitalistic Press writing on its own side,
and no doubt the Labour Press has to write
on its own side, but during last election the
Brisbane dailies were simply rotten. One
does not expect an opponent to praise one
when engaged in a fight, but there is such a
thing as honesty, and in that respect the
Brishane daily Press was absolutely rotten.
In a paragraph sent to me by my wife when
I was fighting the campaign, it was stated
that I made a statement on a public plat-
form to the effect that if I had had a re-
volver during the strike I should have had
no hesitation in using it. I did not use those
words. What I said was that if any man
stood where I stocod and saw what I saw,
and he had had a loaded revolver, he would
have been tempted to use it; and I say that
now. But every kind of lie and misrepre-
sentation was hurled at the members of the
Labour party during the last election.

My, Ha=pacar: If they hadn’t any facts,
they concocted some.

Mr. PAVNE: Yes, they concocted some.
I shell give you an idea of the raving of
some the Covirnment candidates, more

partis:n v hon. zontlemen on the Treasury

3
bench. m going to quote from a speech
o the v Seeretary, as reported in the
Mazxykoro Cheonicle of Friday, 12th
April Tast. T shall not quote the whole of

the spoech, but only such parts as scem to
me absolutely unfair. T cannot understand
how any man could say such thinzs on a
publis platform.

““Thka unionists swho came out had no
complaint whatever against their em-
nlevers. Their unions were recognised,
and in some cases even preference to
vnionists was recoanis~d.” ’

Fi & public man making a staterment of
that kind. Do we know of prefersnce to
nnionists being recognised in any part of
Queensland?  The hon. centleman said—
“As Home fecretary he gave per-
mission to have processions through the
streets on the first two days of the strike,

but on the second day such acte of law-
lessness and violence were committed by
many who took part in the procession,
evidently in accordance with the orders
iwared by some one in authority over
them.” i
That is the dirty point I objeect to.

[Mr. Payne.
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argument’s sake, that something .u.nla,'wfl‘ﬂ
was done, what a contemptible thing it is
for a man in a public position to stand on
a public platform and say that the men
leading the unionists gave them permission
or told them to do it. No greater falsehood
was ever uttered by any man. The hon.
gentleman further said—

“ He realised it was his duty, in the
public interest, to instruct the Commis-
sioner of Police that law and order must
prevail,”

He weont on to say—

“The unions had been ccnverted into
mere political fighting machines for the
benefit, not of the individual members,
but of ¢srtain men who had mostly never
done a day’s work in their lives. Mur.
Harry Coyne, better known as_ ¢ Flash

Harry,” boasted that he had been_ on
strike all his life, and never saved a
< quid

Faney utterances such as those coming from
a man like the Home Secretary. With all
due respect to him, I do not believe he ever
did ons week’s work in his life.. Fancy a
briefless solicitor talking about men who had
done more reproductive work in six months
than he has done during the whole period
of his life, and then saying that the members
on this side who took part in the strike were
only getting the unionists to do what they
did for political jobbery! That is the kind
of thing the electors had to listen to, and,
unfortanately, the Labour party had no Press
to give their views to the general public.
The hon. gentleman made ancther statemgnt,
which 1 think. is worth quoting. He said—
“When the ordar went forth that the
women and little children, and that meant
the poorest in the city, were to be starved,
Lo decided, as an administrator of a
Y.iberal democracy, that ther should not
be starved, and h« carried out arrange-
ments by which the local authorities
around Brisbane were supplied with 60
or 70 tons of flour during that period,
to meot the urgent requirements of the
people.”

We know that is incorrect. The hon. gentle-
man further said—

“The Government flour contractor was
at frst afraid to supply the flour, as he
had been threatened that his mill would
be burnt down, and he had to assure him
of ample protection.”

That is altogether incorrect, and that is the
kind of stuff that was given to the electors.
I could quote a great deal more, but I do
not think it is worth the while of honest
people to listen to it. It is a parcel of lies.
I read a great deal of trash which was pub-
lished during that election, and I can say
that 1f I never got into, Parliament I would
never get so low down as some of the mem-
bers sitting on the Treasury benches did on
that occasion. I am glad the Minister for
Public Instruction has come into the House,
because I can join with the hon. member
for Keppel, Rir. Larcombe, in congratulat-
ing the hon. gentleman on coming into my
electorate. I do so because it is a peculiar
coincidence that wherever the hon. gentleman
spoke in my electorate I got bigger majorities
than ever I got in my life. (Laughter.) That
is true, and it can be proved by figures and
facts, But one of the most amusing things
which happened thers was a statement made
at a meebing which was held in the very
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finc shire hall at Longreach, and addressed
by the Minister for Public Instruction and
my opponent, Mr. J. M. Cross, a former
Labour representative for Clermont.

Ar. Bowman: A Labour rat.

Mr. PAYNT: I suppose you would call him
a Labour rat. The Minister, in criticising
niy action as a public man, thought he was
doing a great deal when he told that gather-
ing that Mr, Payne lived in one of the most
aristocratic places in Brisbane. (Laughter.)
Well, I was pleased in a way that he did

mention that, because when he did so there .

was a round of applause, even from my
political opponsents, who have known me for
over twenty years. In fact, some of them
openly said that there was no house too good
for Jack Payne and his wife and children
to live in.

OrpposiTIoN Mevpres: Hear, hear!

3Ir, PAYNE: That is the miserable stuff
they tried to gull the electors with. They
tried to make out that I was becoming a
capitalist and was living in one of the most
aristocratic spots in and around Brisbane.
The only thing I regret about it is that I
cannot afford to live in a better house.
(Laughter.) I am one of those who honestly
thinks that no house in moderation is %oo
good for my wife and little ones. (Hear,
hear!) There is no doubt about that. 1
suppose if I liked to be nasty I could turn
round and say to the Minister for Public
Instruction that it appears to me that he is
a parliamentary lodger. (Opposition laugh-
ter.) He stays here and the people of
Queensland are paying for his lodgings.

The

No.

Mr. PAYNE: Wherever I live I pay for
myself.

SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
I only have the same right as the leader of
the Upposition.

Mr. PAYNE: I join with the hon. mem.
ber for Keppel in congratulating the hon.
member for Fitzroy, Mr. Grant, on the fact
that he came and spoke for my opponent,
and I hope that on every occasion that I
am opposed that he will come and speak
against me again. (Hear, hear! and laugh-
ter.) I am very pleased to see that thae
Government have given a promise to the
president and vice-president of the Pastor-
alists’ Association that they are not going
to interfere with the artesian bores in Cen-
tral Queensland. Those of us who were in
this House during the debate on that Bill
dealing with the conservation of water know
very well that the Western members, who
had somec practical knowledge of artesian
bores, pointed out to the Government the
mad-headedness of the legislation that they
were bringing in when they wanted to shut
those bores down straight away. We know
very well that when that Bill came into this
House the proposal was to come along at
once and shut the bore off. If there was
an accident and the water disappeared, or
broke out somewhere else, the man who
sunk that bore at a cost of perhaps £1,500
to £2,500, would get no recompense. That
would be hard on the small selector—the
20,000-acre selector in Central Queensland.
At that time the hon. members for Warrego
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and Gregory, and also the late member for
Bulloo, Mr. Allen, who represented Western
constituents, all pointed out how mad the
Covernment would be if they attempted to
pass legizlation of that character. We suc-
ceeded in staying their hands for ten years,
as the Government accepted an amendment
to that effect. Since then I see that the-
Denham Government—the Liberal Govern-
ment—have come along, because the presi-
dent and vice-president of the Pastoralists’
Association met the Treasurer and Premier,
and, with one stroke of the pen they said,.
“No; we are not going to shut them down
at all.” The Ministry would not listen to
the advice given by the practichl men on
this side when that Bill was going through-.
the House. If anyone will look up my re-
marks on that occasion they will see that I
spoke in a plain, blunt way, and I said
that if the Government went on with the
proposal that it would interfere with the
people engaged in that industry in that por-
tion of the State. As far as the Treasurer
is concerned, let me say that while I am a
member of this House I will never take his
word for a snap of the fingers. ‘Once bit, .
twice shy.” 1 would not take the Trea-
surer’s word for a snap of the fingers. I
would have to get it in black and white.
The present Treasurer, Mr. Barnes, placed
me in a very miscrable position by making
certain statements to me in reference to the
regulations in connection, with that Water
Conservation Bill, with the result that I
wrote to several people in my own elec
torate, but when the regulations came out
the thing was practically worse than it was
before. .

Mr. Hunter: Worse than the Bill?

Mr. PAYNE: Yes; worse than the Bill.
It placed me in this position: Mr..Fiergu—
son, of Westbourne, and Mr. Bligh, of
Aramac, wrote to me and I quoted the
Treasurer’s exact words to them. I said
that the thing would be all right when the
regulations came out. I got a letter“from
these gentlemen, and they said to me, I do
not know if you know what you are tallgmg
about. Have you seen the regulations?” 1
admitted that T had not, but I took the word
of the Treasurer, but never again. (Laugh-
ter.) While I am a member of this House
and have any dealings with the Treasurer,
they will always have to be in black and
white. With regard to the other Ministers,
T always find that although we .may.chffer
politically, if they tell me certain things I
always find that they are pretty accurate.
(Hear, hear!) I can always rely on other
Ministers, but not on the Treasurer. It is
not a fair thing for a Minister of the Crown
to make a statement to the representative of
an electorate and convey a wrong lmpression
to him, which he repeats to other people in
his electorate, because it only makes a man
look foolish. We have had something about
the strike, and as I took an active part in
that strike I want to have something to
say about it. If I did not say something
about the strike, hon. members opposite
would say that I was afraid to mention it.
Tet me say at once that any part I took in
the late Brisbane strike I am not ashamed
of, and not afraid to refer to.

OpposITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. PAYNE: I heard a good deal of dis.

cussion on this, and I have heard some of

Mr. Payne.]
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the most diabolical falsechoods that have ever
fallen from the lips of human beings come
from members on that side of the House. I
feel that in an upheaval of the kind that
took place during the Brisbane strike that
unionists sometimes do things that are not
right, but I quite agree with what has been
said on this side, and I say it again—that
the Denham Government were responsible
for the strike.

OpposITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

. Mr. HarDACRE:
1t.

Mr. PAYNE: There is no doubt what-
ever. I asked a question a few days ago
of the Home Secretary, and one of the
questions was to this cffect: I asked how
many special constables that were sworn in
were under the age of twenty-one years.
The Minister side-stepped the whole thing
by saying that wherc the magistrate saw
that the applicant did not appear to be
twenty-one years of age he was not sworn
in. That is no answer at all.

Mr. CoyyeE: They took their Lkuicker-
bockers off them and supplied them with
trousers. (Laughter.)

Mr. PAYNE: I can bring lads of nine-
teen years of age to-morrow who will say
that they were sworn in as special con-
stables.

My, Coyxe: Some of their parents sup-
plied them with revolvers.

Mr. PAYNE: I can bring boys of nine-
teen years and under. To my mind it was
done with a purpose. Once the Prime Min-
ister of the Commonwealth, Mr. Fisher, re-
fused the military the Denham Government
did all they could to have blood shed in
Brisbane.

OpPPOSITION MEMBERS :

There is no doubt about

Hear, hear!

Mr. PAYNE: They knew very well that
those lads were better suited for their pur-
pose than men of mature years and common
sense.

Mr. Guwn: Were not some of the vigil-
ance officers under nineteen too?
 Mr. HuwtER: Where
time ?

Mr. GunN: In Brisbane.

were you at the

Mr. Coywe: Then you ought to know that
none of them were under nineteen.

Mr. PAYNE: They were all mature mem-
bers of unions. I could tske 7vou to Clay-
i ficld and show you some of the
[10.30 p.m.] grestest larrikins in this city

who were sworn in as specials,
and they delibsrately insulted men and
women going along the strect. I am not
saying that every lad who was sworn in
waz ¢ larrikin or low down, but a good
many of them were. I am fair-minded, but
I say that some of the seum of the city
were sworn in, and it was done for a pur-
pose. I was grossly insulted by four lads
at the Customs House when in the company
of the late hon. member for Bowen, and
but for the generosity of two of the mem-
bers of the permanént polics I am satisfied
I would not have allowed those lads to do
what they wanted to do with me. The hon.
member and I stood for a couple of minutes
opposite the Custom-house. The street was
practically clear for fifty yards on either
side of us, and four of these impudent lads

[M7r. Payne.
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came up to us. They did not ask you to
move on, but they went to ghove you. The
first thing I thought of doing was to haul
off and hit one of them, and but for a
member. of the permanent police I would
have done it, or would have tried fo do it
1 said to them, “ Why, hang it all, there
is no rush here. We are doing no harm.”
And they gave us all the impudence and
slang in the world. They did all they could
to incite decent honest peopls, and I claim
that the Denham Government sworc them
in for that purpcse. When Fisher refused
to send the military to Brisbane, they made
up their minds they were going to act in
such a way that the military would have to
come, but they failed.

Mr. HARDACRE: Some of them had batons
loaded with lead.

Mr. PAYNE: I was one of those who
thought that it would have been the Qnest
thing in the world if Fisher had come here
with the military. Once he landed here
with the military, we know that the trade
unionists of Qucensland would do more for
Andrew Fisher than for any other man in
Australia. We know very well that Andrew
Tisher was a unionist himself, and that he
has been victimised all over Queensland,
that he has been starved on Gympie for
holding umion principles, and he would only
have had to get up and make a speech %o
thoss 20,000 men, and I feel satisfied they
would have done anything reasonable. Once
Tisher came here—some of the lawyers and
constitutlonal authorities on the other side
will know whether I am correct or not—once
Fisher came here, he would have been the
supreme power. He could have ordered
the specisls off the street. He could have
ordered the police off the sireet. (Laughter.)
e could have deported Badger; he could
have deported Cahill-—(laughter)—or even
my friend Harry Coyne, if he liked.
(Renewed laughter.) Once he answered the
call of the Premier of Queensland and
stepped in here with his military, he could
have told every one of them—even the
Ministers—to sit down and mind their own
businiess; that he was going to settle the
dispute. (Laughter.)

Mr. HuntEr: Do you think he could have
deported the Government? (Laughter.)

Mr., PAVNE: He could have deported
anyone. (Laughter.)

Mr. Huneer: Then why didn’t he come?
(Liaughter.)

Mr, PAYNE: Under the Constitution he
could have deported anybody who stood in
the way of peace being brought about. He
could have gone further. He could have,
told Badger, according to the Act he was
working under, to start his trams in twenty-
four hours or else he would run them him-
self. (Laughter.)

OrposiTioN MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. PAYNE: You may laugh, but I
know a great deal about constitutional law
and order. (Renewed laughter.) ¥He could
have taken those trams, and he could have
called the tramway men together and pub
them on the trams, and could even have
told them to wear their badges if he liked.
(Laughter.)

OprosrrioN MeMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. PAYNE: I thought at the time it
would have been a good thing if he had
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come. 3But I expect he has his own way of
thinking, but it struck me at the time that
he had a golden opportunity to prove that
he was the man who could settle disputes.

Mr. HarDACRE: He would not have come
for the purpose for which the Government
wanted him to come.

Mr. PAYNE: No; but I fancy he would
have done gocd work if he had come. I
was rather amused at hearing the Horuo
Secretary read that list of outrages that were
committed during the strike. 1 may say this
is not the first industrial upheaval I have
been connected with. I am dead opposed to
strikes, whether general strikes or ordinary
strikes, but you will never get me to vote
for legisletion to stop men striking unless
vou give them a fair deal otherwise. Any
practical man, no matter which side of the
Housa ha sits on, going through that list
of outrages would know at once that tho
man who compiled the list was closely con-
nected with Dublin Castle. I have worked
in mines for years, and I know the use of

dynamits and all explosives, and the thing

is ridiculous. Just fancy a man in the posi-
tion of the Home Secretary bringing in as
an outrage the throwing of rotten eggs into
a tram! (Laughter.) I admit it is not a
nics thing, but how could you call it an out-
rage? The most peculiar thing about these
outrages is that not one of those combustibles
went off. They were all found; and I find
that three or four of them were found by
the one man. To any practical mind the
Home Secretary only showed his ignorance
in attempting to get an opinion from the
Government Analyst sbout the result of a
charge of dynamite going off. Why, Gient
Scott ! don’t we all know that if acharge of
dynamite or any combustible wont off, it
would probably do some damage? Fe says
that the Government Analyst asssrted that,
if this supposed charge had gone off, the
wheels of the tramcar would have been
blown uvp and fragments would have heen
spread through the air. (Laughter.) Why,
to a man of the world and a practical man,
the whole thing is moonshine, and any man
who has read anything of the history of
other parts of the world can see at a glance
where the thing came from. It is not the first
time in my life that I have heard such
charges levelled against unionists. I am
to read the list. I notice there is

nes Hooper whe found four packets of
dynamite. A most peculiar thing, a tram
sweeper found nine dynamite caps and a
small quantity of dynamite. Surely if these
people meant to do any damage that is not
the way they would have laid those things.
The whole thing is too thin. In 1831 the
unionists were charged with exactly the same
thing. When they arrested the first five men
in that strike at Barcaldine, I was one of
five others who saw it to the finish. I
thought I saw contemptible miserable things
done then, but the Denham Government can
cap them. We had then a Conservative Go-
vernment in power, and you will hear people
say they were bad enough to do anything.
But there was a good deal of honesty
about some things they did. They were
bitter fighters, but they never got real low
down. The most they did was to ride with
the military through the camps, but the
Government of the day did not arm a lot
of men with sticks to knock women and
children on the head. For instance, a man
who was in the office with me at Barcaldine
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on his way to Junch was charged with poison-
ing a swaddy, as we terimed them up theve
—ithat was one of the men sent up to kecp
law and order. He was charged with poisoa-
ing that man by giving him an apple, and
it was peceriaincd afterwards that that men
was in the habit of taking fits and that he
took one of those periodical fits and fell
down in the street. The Press at that time
came out with great headlines about the
bloodthirsty unionists attempting to tak
that man’s life. Another man was arre i
for attempting to cut a bridge. I would ask
the Secretary for Lands to hunt up the re-
marks of the present Judge Resl on that
particular case. Judge Real went ouf and
inspected that bridge, and said it was a
practical man who cut that bridge. If
was disesvered that the man who had
been arrested did not know how to sharpen
a saw. As a matter of fact, it was also
proved that as the piles of the bridge wers
cut in a V shape, it was jusl as strong after
being cut and had dropped the thickness
of the saw as it was before. The first sheds
that were burnt in Queensland in 1891 were
not burned by unionisis. The first steds that
were burned down three years afterwards
were not burned down by unionists. I am
not going to say who burned them down.
It is past and gone, bat i necessary
I could bring papers to prove that they
were burnt down for the purpose of be-
littling the unionists in the eyes of the
general public. They did the same in con-
nection with the Brisbane strike. The Press
was full of a lot of misstatements about some
windows being broken in the Valley. I
traced the whole thing, and there was not a
unionist among them. The owner of that
shop will tell you that his plate-glass win-
dows were broken by a lot of hooligans—a
lot of ladls under twenty-one yeusrs of age.
T traced the whole thinz out mys:lf, so as to
be cortain of where I was in the matter. I
saw nothing of this potato band and this
beer band. Members on the opposite side
have tried to make the public believe that
members on this side of the House tried to
make the unionists create war. If it had
not been for members of the Liabour party
telling the strikers not to break the law and
thus force Fisher to send the military here,
the hon. gentleman would have had blood-
shed. They were looking for it, and they
would have had it. .As regards Cahill and
his satellites, I saw that man, and as an
Australian native I never thought I would
have lived to see the cowardly low-down
work of riding helpless women and children
down when they had neither a stick nor a
stone in their hands. And those miserable
men talk about their bravery! No man ad-
mires a brave man more than I do, but a
cur I hate. I believe there are hrave men
opposite. I could put my hand on one or
two who would not stoop to that dirty low-
down work that was done in the late strike.
The history of that strike has been given,
and I do not care about repeating what has
already been said, but a good thing cannot
be said too often. We have been told we
did nothing to stop it. Did we not go to
the Premier, did we not go to the Minister
for Railways, and did we not go to the
Home Secretary? We did everything pos-
sible before that general strike came about.
What did members of the Government do?
They slunk into their lofts like curs. Did
they take a similar attitude to that taken by
the Government of England? Why, even

Mr. Payne.]
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the King of England went out of his way
to try and make peace, and yet these miser-
able people said, “Let them stew in their own
soup !’ I feel warm in speaking on this mat-
ter because I stood and saw a good deal of
what happened, and I know I was credited
with saying something I never did say. Any-
thing I said I am not ashamed of, and any-
thing I did I am not ashamed of. I was
honest in my intention of trying to stop the
strike, but the Government were trying to
fan the flame, and when I saw there was
no hope of stopping the strike, I said, “‘ Let
them go.” I did all I could to maintain
law and order. Every man on every public
platform when they saw they had to fight,
while they appealed to the unionists to stick
to their guns as unionists, they also appealed
to them to keep within the four corners of
the law, and one of the greatest reasons why
I did thai was because I did not want
Labour turned on Labour. I did not want
the unionists to do some deeds that would
necessitate Fisher sending the military here
to stop them. I have a pretty clear con-
science of not having done wrong to any-
body, and I am not one of those who
would deliberately push a fight on. What
was the position of the IXon. the Pre-
mier, sticking in his own bouse with a
guard of police round it to “protect him?

would soonsr to-morrow die a thousand
times—and I am not the youngest man in the
House—than have fifty or sixty or a hundred
pclicemen around my house to protect me.
The Premier had the opportunity of his life
in making himself the Sciddon of Queens-
land, and he need not have taken one side
or the other. He could have tuken an honest
stand if he had had backlere. I venture to
say that if Bill Kidston was here he would
have done it. Bad and all as he is, he has a
backbone. If he had been here that strike
would not have lasted twenty-four hours, and
the Likeral party would not have suffered
anything from it either. I am not prepared
to say whether the strike was a godsend,
because o strike of that kind cannot be a
vodsend to any community,

An TIONOURABLE MEMBER: It was a god-
send to the Government.

Mr. PAYNE: As far as that is con-
cerned, I have been given to understand
that it assisted them in certain directions;
but, after all, T fail to see it. It would have
boen more honest, if they had not the money
to pay imen on construction works, to dis-
charge them for the time leing, and I think
the country would have been better——

Ths SPEAKER.: Order!

Mr. PAYNE: It is all right, Mr. Speaker.
¥ don’t want an cxtension.

Mr. CRAWFORD (Mownt Morgan): I move
the adjournment of the debate.

Question put and passed.

The resamption of the debate was made an
Qrder of the Day for to-morrow.

ADJOURNMENT.
The PREMIER: I move that the House
do now adjourn.
Question put and passed.

The House adjourned at eight minutes to
11 o’clock.

[Mr., Payne.





