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\VEDNESDAY, 17 JULY, 1912. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. W. D. Armstrong, 
Lockyer) took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

PAPER. 
The foilowing paper, laid on the table, was 

ordered to be printed:-
Further correspondence between the 

Chid Secretary of Quecmsland and 
the Prime Minister of the Common­
wealth respecting the erection of 
more central sugar-mills. 

QUE·STIONS. 
RnrovAr, OF J. S. CoLLINGS FROM Cm:IMISSION 

OF PEACE. 

:!\Ir. ADA:\1SON (Rockhampton) asked the 
Premier-

" 1. Was the name of Joseph Silver 
Collings remo.ved from the commission 
of peace during February last? 

" 2. If it was so removed, at whose 
instigation primarily and upon whose 
order finally! 
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"3. For what reason '.'Cas the name 
removed? 

"4. \Yas any officia.l notification con­
veyed to Mr. J. S. Collings that his name 
had been removed?" 

The PREMIER (Hon. D. F. Denham, 
Oxley) replied-

" 1. Yes. 
" 2. The Government. 
" 3. Conduct unbecoming a justice of 

the peace. 
"4. Yes; in the usual w J,y-by notifica­

tion in the Got'ernm':nt Gazette." 

bSUE OF FREE SEASON TICKET.S TO SCHOOL 
CHILDREl\. 

Mr ADA=HSO~ asked the Secretary for 
Publi.c Instruction-

" 1. Since he authorised the issue of 
free sca.son tickets from the 22nd April 
to children of denominational schools 
who h,we pas,ed the fifth standard or 
an equivalent, will he also authorise that 
such tickets be is med to children attend­
ing private schools who hav•e attained a 
similar stand trd? 

"2. How many free season tickets have 
bBen issued, and whrtt schools do the 
childrPn attend who have received those 
tickets 1 

'· 3. Do.es he not think that it would 
hav., r ~·n more in harmony with political 
decency had l1e waited until after the 
!usc gc neral dec'.ion before lH authorisecl 
the issuing of these tic:.ets'" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUC1'ION \Hon K. JH. Grant, Fitcroy) 
rephed-

" 1. The date authorised for the issu­
ing of the tickets was the 29th April and 
not the 22nd April. The privilege ex­
tends to children attending approved 
secondary schools in the authorised 
centres. 

" 2. Particulars are not available at 
present . 
. " 3. The date for the issuing of the 

trckets was fixed for two days after the 
date of the last general election." 

I desire to point out to the hon. member 
that the answer to. this question im-olves an 
expr:cssion of opinion, which, according to 
pa.rhamentrlry practice, as laid down in the 
11th edition of "l\Iay," page 250, should not 
be so,ught. 

Mr. THEODORE: It is the Speaker who 
should say that. 

\VAGES BOARD FOR BRUSH, BROOM, AND 
BASKET-MAKING INDUSTRY. 

Mr. BERTRAM (ilf arce) asked the Sec­
retary for Public ·works-

" 1. Wh; did he refuse to establish 
a war·es board for the brush broom and 
basket-ma.king indust.ry? ' ' 

:' 2. \Vh:r was no reply sent, as pro­
mr~ed, to. tne members of the deputation 
whrch warted on him on 21st March last? 
. "3. Is he still opposed to the estab-

lishment of a wag('· board for the brush 
broom, and basket-making industry?" ' 

THE SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. W. H. Barnes, Bulimba) replied-

" 1. Application was originally refused, 
but is now being reconsidered. 

"2. See reply to No. 1. 
"3. See reply to No. 1." 

AuEGED Mc:RDER oF ARTHUR CoGZELL. 

Mr. BERTRA:\I asked the Home Secre­
tary-

" 1. Is he awa;·e that a man, ·by name 
Arthur Coo:zell is alleged to ],ave been 
murdered o-n o~ near Turkey Station, in 
the Gladstone district, on 11th February, 
1912? 

"2. \Vhat ~tops have been taken to 
discoY·er tho suppo.ced murderer, ' George 
Daniells.' and also the present locatron 
of the girl, Edie Anderson, who is re­
ported to have disappean cl with him? 

a. Has any ipquiry been held as 
regards tho death of Arthur Cogzell? 

'' 4. Has any re\> ard been offered?" 

The IIO\lE SECI:E.T_:;..RY CHon. J. G. 
Appel, Alb'd) rBpliod­

" 1. Yes. 
" 2. Systematic and thorough search of 

neighbourhood where crime was com­
mitted, and surrounding districts. Full 
particulars of crime, together with photo­
gtaph and descriptions of thr supposed 
murderer and the girl who is reported 
to have disappeared with him, have been 
published in the Police Ga,,tte, and cir­
culated throughout the Commonwealth 
and other parts of the world. The whole 
Police Force of the State has been on 
the alert in connection ":i,th this matter. 

" 3. The holding of the inquiry was 
arranged for in J nne, but owing to 
floods and other circum!'tances has been 
postponed. 

"4. No.,, 

ADDRESS IN REPLY. 
RESUMPTION OF DEBATE. 

Mr. THEODORE (Chillagoe) said: As a 
member prominently connected with the 
union movement in Queensland, I desire to 
address a few remarks on the subject of the 
recent strike. 

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER: Not done yet? 

Mr. THEODORE: It has been said that 
the Government went to the country at the 
recent elections, making the sole issue the 
Brisbane strike, and it has been contended 
by certain supporters of the Government 
that it was the chid determining factor in 
returning them to this Chamber with a 
majority. I do not intend to go into the 
probable effect of the redistribution of seats, 
nor do I intend to dwell upon the 
fact that the Labour party increased its 
aggregate vote for Qaeensland at the recent 
election ovGr the vote at the previous elec­
tion by over 40,000 votes, and that the Go­
vernment party increased its aggregate vote 
by only 29,000. I think it unnecessary at 
this juncture, however, to dwell upon this 
point. I merely desire to refute, so far as 
in me lies, the scandalous misstatements that 
have been made regarding the general 
strike ; misstatements which have been made 
by members sitting on the other side of the 



Address in Reply (17 JULY.] Address in Reply. 263 

House and by the public Press. It is not 
my intention to go into the history of the 
general strike. That has been done by the 
hon. member for Barcoo and by the hon. mem­
ber for \Va.rrcrro, and a very fine r6sum8 of 
what happened during that industrial up­
heaval was given in the Federal Parliame?t 
by Mr. Finlayson, Federal member for Ens­
bane. I should like to say, if I may be 
permitted, that I hope the Labour organisa­
tions 'viii reprint that speech and distribute 
it very largely throughout Quhcnsland, be­
cause it is a speech which contains a very 
fine history of the cveds leading up to the 
strike from a man whose knowledge of the 
events and happenings, and whose integrity 
and probity cannot be questioned! altho~1gh 
the Treasurer the other evenmg, m a spint 
of chnrli,, hncss did seek to cast reflections 
upon the v~r.,.~ity of Mr. Finlayson. 
But when we consider that the Treasurer 
was probably inspired by deep political 
bitterness, we can makf' a little allowance 
for him, and permit my statement to stand. 
I should like, first of all, to give my views 
upon the general strike doctrine. I think 
the gen•Jral strike idea may now be ca!h d. a 
doctrine. A great deal has been spoken 
about it and written about it during the 
last few years. It has formed the subject 
of manv sJJeechcs and lecturu, and aL o 
of a great d~al of litHary contro,versy. In 
n1y opinion, so1TI0 upheava1 in the nature 
of a general strike may be highly justifiable•, 
and thof':l who participate in them deserve 
considerable credit. On the other hand, in 
certain circumstances, a general strike n1ay 
mean a violation of the dictates of common 
sense, and may be repugnant to the accepted 
idea of the requirements of pnblic order. 
If we have regard to the conditions of the 
pro:otari •t in all countric,, of the 'Vorld­
if we LJfiect that at !east c•O per cent. of the 
workc:,s of every country in the world are 
condemned to a mi,erablc, hopeless, and 
laborious existence and to end their days in 
poverty and often under, the most miscc:1ble 
circumstances-when we nave regard to th,'~'>3 
things, I claim, without going into 111ore 
elaborate particulars, that most of the general 
strikes that have occurred hitherto ha vc 
been highly justifiable. The arguments that 
can be urged against a general strike can 
be urged with eqnal logic against every 
other kind of strike. The arguments that 
stand good in favour of a sectional strike 

' are equally applicable to the general 
strike. I might say that each of these methods 
are the principles of bodies of workers who 
endeavonr to secure better conditions or the 
elimination of evils in connection with their 
employment, not by legislative mecms, bnt 
bv means of direct actio:n. Men who are 
di·3atisfied and have come to tho conclusion 
that the ordinary rreth. ·ls of improving 
their conditions or secm·inc: redress of 
their grim·· .. nces arc not s~itable to the 
occasion, ha Ye to resort, to other 1neans, 
even to vio1 'l1LA,'"'. I should like to, say 
that the union of which I hav,3 the 
honour to be presidel).t, the Amalgamated 
Workers' Association of Queensland, having 
a membership of 11,000, working in various 
industries and in every part of Queensland­
that nnion has frequently had to resort to 
the method of direct action. There a rH no 
legal methods, no constitutional means, by 
which they can get favourable considera­
tion to their requirements, nor can they get 
redress of grievances which are so apparent. 
Therefore it is that during the last four 

years we have had strikes in the minir;g 
indnstry, on railway construction works, '!' 
the sugar industry, and against local a~thon­
ties. The'e strikes have been eminently 
ju,tifiablc, because that has been t):1e only 
means by which those men could Improve 
their condition and attain the object for 
which they are banded together. On t!Ie 
question of a &'enera) strik~, i~ is "he cJr­
cumstances whwh either JUStify o~· con­
demn it, and that has been the ca~e I'!- eon­
nection with the Brisbane strike. It iS the 
circumstances which led up to the etnke 
and which applied during the u~lu a val 
which justified that strike, and lmowmg, as 
members of the Government do know, that 
it is always the circu,;,stances which will jus~i­
fy or condemn the actions of a body of men ~n 
the eyes of the public-knowing that, their 
every action has been taken with due rega:rd 
to that principle. They have had a clesne 
to create circumstances which are unfa.your· 
able to the men, in order that the men. may 
be discredited in the eyes of the public. I 
shall ask you, Mr. Spee,ker, to give regard 
to the correspondence on the subject of the 
application by the State Governor for pro­
tection from the Commonwealth Government 
during the recent g-c,neral strike and the 
refusal thereof by the Commonwea:lth _Go­
yernment. In this correspondence 1s gn·,en 
the first evidence of the intention of the 
Government to create unfavourable circum­
stances for the strikers in the eyeq of the 
public. I may say that the title to the cor­
respondence is wholly misleading a~d 
erroneous and it would have been nearer 
the mark if it had been entitled " Corres­
nondence on the subject of the application 
of the State Government for the military to 
shoot at the public of Brisbane." 

Mr. KIRWA:-1: Hear, hear! vVhy do they 
not stai-R it straight out? 

Mr. THEODORE: I would ask your at­
tention to what the :Premier said in this 
conT',po>dcnc-his deliberate attempt to 
bulldoze the Governor on the merits of the 
strike in Brisbane. In his letter dated let 
Fcbruar:/ he s:,ys-

" I ma:<· state, for Your E~c.?llcncy's 
information, that the cit:· of Brisbane. 
in coP· :-1ucnce of tho current strike, n1a.~ ... 
at any 1no1nent be the sc::me of riot 
and bloodsh,·d. Already ·matters have 
rPached the stc g-e at which the State 
police are unab 1o t'J preserve order, and 
fir~.;rms haYe been employed to prevent 
the CO'l,tabularv arresting a man guilty 
of riotous cond'Uct." 

In that paragraph of the Premier's letter 
there are three de liberat" lies. · The fi.rst 
statement that in consequence of the stnke 
bloodshed w"s imminent was intended to 
conYey the impree ,ion to the Federal Go­
vernment that th strikers were contem­
plating an attack npon c-e~·t.ain citizens of 
Brisbane. That was a mahcwus he, as the 
current ncwsp11pcrs will prove. The further 
statement that the policv were nnable to 
preserve order is also refuted by the ne~ws· 
paper accounts on that and the followmg 
day. The statement that firearms were <;m· 
played to prevent the co?stabula1:y effectmg 
the arrest of a man gmlty of rwtous con­
duct is another malicious lie. On t~e ques­
tion of the contemplation of the stnkers to 
indulge in an org': of bloodshed and make 
a brutal attack on· the citizens, let me quote 

Mr. Theodore] 
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from the Courier, a partisan paper in favour 
of the Government, and a paper not likely 
to exaggerate anything in favour of the 
strikers. I will read what it says on the 
question of public order on those two dates. 
It was on 1st February that this corres­
pondence was addressed to the Governor, in 
which it was stated that blood,hed was im­
minent. The Courier says-

" The Trades Hall was at once the 
storm centre and tho point on which· 
inte•e•.t ceatrod. There at an early 
hour a la1;e crowd assembled. Mem­
bers of tho different unions on f.trike 
appuued to form up in the streets, as 
procession after pro~_0ssjo:1 continued to 
arrive. Each new batc':l waf·. received 
l\ ith \vild cheers, and the crowd "'lovdy 
aut:.·r,wntd., until by 10.30 Turbot street 
e.nd o.djoiniL" thoroughfare,, and the 
park above, presented a sea of faces. 
TL· 1nt: n \Vere orderly in their de moan~ 
our, and little drullkonnoss wa::> ob· 
served. The Folic.: Commissioner last 
night (\Yedn~sday) reported that there 
hnd been ver:,· little disorder." 

On Wednesday night ver:; little disorder! At 
2 o'clock c-•1 Thursday-less than twenty-four 
1 :Jurs aftcrwan:-;---the Prerni,2r had ad"Vised 
th~:. Gov rnor to lVirc !_he~ GoYernvr-Gcneral 
a ·hn fur th..' militarv to sho,ot down th~ 
I>?Of ,o of Brisbane in Order to tavPrt blood­
. heel! ry_~he irony of ~hP thing! This is an­
?lh2::_' ext, act fn _ 1 th =, Co~_;_Pir_ ·' of the fo]low­
mg r! •7 , ani ref -rs to tte i cidents on Thurs­
cl.::,v, t:w precis:' tiT:1,·. ·,uL ··n tD.P f~tate Govern­
- .c.1t I "'.·-.d~ ::pplic:tion for the rnilitary. The 
raul irr ::'l~· ,_ 

. ".A .. \Vell-knol\'n brewery finn was de­
~Irons ;>~ remoYing scve~al barrels of 
~tor wmch lay ~ :pmc:d m the sun at 
the Hom a-street , h ds. The lorr;- got 
s1fe to the sheds. . . . On arrival in 
Market Sc;uare tho vehick was blocked 
by a huge mob, who f Jmod determined 
to prov('nt its passage," 

It muct be remembered tha' this huge mob 
:-a., m,1,s-~ of 20,~00 c:;ifizo~1s-were gathered 
In _darl .... ',.t Squa1e, hstcn1ng to an address 
from the 

1 
Lader of the Opposition, Mr, Bow-

111a;1. _Tno lorry dcliberah~ly ati"c_ 1pted ~0 
maK.J Its \Yay throu~h lhi s dPnso cro\vd of 
people, and the nowsp,,pcr ;,oes on to re­
Inark-

" The driver n :tc: .. n _i l to force his 
w Y throu_s-h, and the' '" ':liclo was then 
slowccl across the sqm re and brought 
tu D. '.tandstill in the gutter. The 
mounted police rode into the crowd. 

Foot. by foot th0 'red ribbonites' 
C'aYe w~y. . . . \Yith tho roadwa} suf­
ficiently clear the ord·Jr to double was 
g1ven, and with the polic~ as a bodv­
guard and a line of troopers behind, 
a dash was made down Albert stroc L t-o 
Mary .street. Many thousands partioi· 
pated m the mad da.sh. . .. 

"Thp Commissioner of Police next ap­
peared o? ~he sc~ne in his 1notor ca.r. 
. .Fmdmg the crowd now getting 
mc:r·asmgly angry and turbulent, the 
pollee were ordered to charge them, and, 
_ b~tons were dra"','n to drive 'oack 

the ~"urging 1nob. 
"The crowd was driven back from 

Albert street to Queen street, and an­
other c:owd that had gathered was dis­
persed m another direction ... 

rMr, Theodore. 

" Just ,~t this juncture a shot was 
fired; no one seemed quite to realise 
fron1 ·whence it came." ~ 

Mr. C'oY~E: Oh, yes; they knew where it 
came from. 

Mr. THEODOHE: I quote that paragraph 
to show that two of these statements in the 
Premier's lFtk·rs 'vcre false-that firearms 
were not UG -·d to prevent the arrest of any 
puson guilty of riotous conduct, because no 
one, ou the showing of the newspapers, 
seemed to reaEse where the shot carno from. 
It is known since that a policeman fired the 
sho:, a sub-inspector, and that has not been 
denied bv tho :Minister in charrrB of that 
departmei:.t. It is cYid,cnt to anyone with 
a particle of common sense and fairness in 
his composition, and who has read the 
newspaper reports of the occurrence, that 
firearms were not used to prevent the arrest 
of anyone on thctt day, yet an atteml?t was 
mad-e to bulldoze tho Governor, and fmst the 
same slory on the Federal Government. 

The SEf'RETARY FOR PEBIIC LANDS: It was 
specifically denied that thB police fir•'d the 
shot. 

Mr. BARBER: A policeman did fire it. 

Mr. THEODORE: I s'wuld like to point 
out that v:hf'n th0 IfonF"' Ei-:cretary was 
spc;1 kin;; th~ other day, he neYer nw.de 
mention of the shot, nor c~id h make rEfer­
en to the Lt..tt~ .. .:.::.cnt in this }ct":",:or that 
shot-:; v. :_f(: 1ircd to pr:JYent "lhc brrc ~:: nf 
any person. H was a delil,rate · untluth 
\Vh..f'n it \vas 1nadc. 

Mr. L>,:-;n: It wac- a Ji,c. 

The SPE~\l-="=ER.: Order I 
JUr. Bo\d•IAN: It \vas jilstiftcd. 

The SPEAKER: It is '~' YN justi±l~d. 

1fr. BoW::.i:IAX: I \vas justified in :"~.-i~-I it 
last night \Vhen the l\:1inis~cr for \Yorks \'.-as 
u"ing language thau wus a wilful per'n:>rsion 
of t'1e truth. 

Tho ;:,PK\KER: Then is no jus .. ific.1tion 
for unparliamentary language being used 
in this Chamb.r on' any ace ""ion, either by 
interjection or any other \Yay. If han. 
~nen1b2rs c:1nno·c LO! ch their Ianguab: in 
parliamentary tc.rrns, it is a r-egrettable 
r, flection on thiR Ch ;mb.cr. 

:I\1r. THEODORE: I hon' that thi, inter­
jection will not be taken as applyin:: to 
mys .If. 

Tho SPEAKEH: N'o; it applies to the 
hon. member for Balonne, who interjeckd. 

Mr. THEODORE : I wish to emphasise 
that thoro '·"·e three misstatements in that 
!Btter. Th0 statement of th' police being 
unable to pres'rve order is, on the fac.e of 
it, an ob-cious falsehood, becaJ;'.e the news­
paper report. which I haye re1d shows that 
tho police ht.d complete control of the 
crov~'d on Thursday, the precis- tin1.e at 
which this t"legram was dr,spakhed. The 
Home Secretary the other nigl1t read come 
of the correspond -nee ref,n·irrg to the dis­
tribution of flom. Quoting from a letter 
which had bBen dBspatched to each local 
authority within the mdropolitan area, the 
Home Secretary said-

" The deli; .Jry of fl-our to the depots 
will be at the cost of the GovBrnment, 
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as also will the cost of distribution 
thereof. Adequate police protection will 
be accorded to ail concerned." 

·That letter was despatched on 2nd February, 
about twenty hours after the letter had been 
despatched to the Comrnonv; ealth Govern­
ment asking fur the military to shoot down 
the people because the police had been 
unable to keep order. How on earth are 
they go;ng to reconcile those two state­
ments-the statement on the one hand to 
the Federal Gm-crnmcnt that the police 
.were unable to 1naintc:dn order, and the 
statm11<:nt, on the other hand, that tho Go­
vernment would ~c;uarantee police protection 
whilst flour \\as distributed to any portion 
of the city? I think they arc at complete 
\~ariance v.-ith each other, and bc,ar out what 
I said, that there was· an attempt on the 
part of the GoYcrnmcnt to crectte false cir­
cumstances, to make the public of Queens­
land view the general strike in a wrong 
light, and draw wrong deductions and con­
clusions in order to injure those ·who were 
enga&'ed in that movement. I would like 
further to say that apparently His Excel­
lency '"''"• as it was intended bv the 
Pre1nier, entin'!y n1isled 8'3 to the ilnport­
"nce of the h.1ppeniMcs then ~;oing on in 
Queensland, because we find that he repeated 
to I-:Iis Excellenc-,' the GoYernor-General the 
misstatc>nPnts t11at had h1cn made to him 
bJ the~ Pren1i.f'r; in fact-', he supplements 
them, and c sks that prohction which is 
provided for nuder a certain section of the 
con 'ia1t.ion ··.hould be forwarded to Bris­
bane. The Premier's shtcmcnt goes to the 
Goyernrr, and hiJ adYicc for that statement 
to be forwarded to the Federal authorities 
does square with his statement of the 
use to John f!uick ~. few d:tys ago. lt 
app ·ars that Sir John Quick has b<·cn put 
up in the Fcd'>r"-1 P2.rliamcnt to make out 
a cac e for tho State Government of Queens­
land, and he applied to the Premier for 
inforrintion as to his rntsons for making 
application for the military, and we find that 
the Premier ma<h stateml'nts to Sir John 
Quick entirely at variance with the state­
ment co•1taincrl in th~ letter to His Excel­
lency the State Go' ern or of Queensland. 
This is his sto.temcnt to Sir John Quick, 
and I should lib to n!I the attention of 
hon. ny·mbers to thc difLrent circum··tances 
that he says influenced him in this letter, 
compared vith tho ldter which he s0nt to 
the State Goycrnor. He says- , 

"Pe.ques.' for Commonwealth protec­
tion preceded from Polic" \'on:missioner, 
\Yho considered his force un~qual to 
cope with general strike dcTelopin,..- into 
an insurrec ·inn. ,._4,_gents of strike..__ com­
Jnitb") co1npeliPd business men closo 
premises and their cn1ployees to cease 
v.-ork cXC<""Jt. ,. here permit was granted 
bv strike committee, forcP being em­
plo~,-,,,{ to sc<'~re obediencA, even physi­
cians orC'ered to g,·t permits to visit 
patients. Baker" and butchers prevented 
from tradinll and cabmen from ply­
ing. Vehi,lcs loacJ,od with goods could 
not proceed without police protection. 
At time State Gov0rnor mo.de appeal for 
Commonwealth help Bri,<bane streets 
"'"e in possession of manv thousand 
strikf'rs, behaving riotously ~nd menac­
ingly, and real control of affairs was in 
hands, not of State Government, but of 
strike committl'e. In such circumstances, 
I respectfully came to conclusion police 
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inadequate preservation order, life, and 
property, and invoked Commonwealth 
aid.'' 

That is entirely different f:rom what he 
told the State Guvernor. He told the State 
Governor that firearms were used to prevent 
the arrest of persons guilty of riotous con· 
duct and asked for the military to be sent 

' to help maintain order. I wonder 
[4. p.m.] the hon. gentleman did no~ touch 

on this when he was spealnng the 
other night, and try to exJ?lain this change 
of front. Not satlsfied >nth on one occ!'­
sion maliciously rleceiving the Governor m 
regard to the circumtance~ of the stnke, he 
made tho uircumstances still more unfa vonr­
able when he again wrote to the Gmcernor ;. 
and his ietter. dated the 5th F~bruary, ~~12, 
is in its way a perfect pearL . I do not tnm]<: 
it can be described by any milder term. Th1s 
was after the refusal of the Commonwealth 
authorities to s~nd tht- military. He says-

" I am sure no one regrets more than 
His Excellency that his Ministers should 
have thus shown their contempt for a 
statute which is the source of then· ex­
istence and authority, and the charter 
which formally sets forth the mutual 
oblig.1.tions of Commonwealth and State. 
\Vhr n the Australian States consented to 
1·enoun(_0 their separate 1n!li~ary cst;J,b­
lishment:;, it was on the dlstmct ucndcr­
standing that the armed forces or the 
Commonwealth vould be at the serv1<;e 
of any State threatened. v.,ith domcs.tJC 
violence, and it is impos,1ble to. COIY ':ve 
of h1ngnage plainer than that m . w hwh 
this understanding is exp:c,sed m the 
119th sec' ion o:i' the Constitution. T~at 
section allov.; the Commonwe~lth Go­
-vernment no option in the mutter, and, 
in the 1nost unequivocal tc-:·ms, con1!'1-fl:nds 
that GoYernment to afford protectwn t? 
any State which con iders that 1ts cor~dl­
tion justifies it in asking for st2ch. ass:st­
c,nce. The framers of the Const~tl!twn 
wue justly of opinion that this pnv1lege 
c•:mld safdv be ldt to the· States, for no 
Governn1erlt would, without grave occ:a­
sion, acknowled?,"e its inal1ilitv to .. dis­
ch,orgo its primary function-the detcn.ce 
of the 1i1>mty and property of 1ts 
citizens." 

I think c, rtain of our h)cn~s on the '?ppos,ite 
side, 'Yho 1nakc, not unJustly, ~ C'ons1derai?le 
pretence to legal kno,vledgc, ,,,-rJl agr~e \v~th 
me that in that 'tatement the Prcm1er 
cntirelv deceiYed himsc·lf, and also m 'de an 
atic.mpt to dec~ive th~ State Goyc;·nor. 
According to the opinions of const1t:rhonal 
authorities in tho Federal Pa~hament 
~opinions Y"iYen since the date of tlus c'?rre­
spondence-the Prflmicr draws snt!rely 
\Vrong conclusions. It is entirely optional 
for the Federal Goyernment whether they 
rendr-r militarv assistance or not on the 
application of ·a State Gov~rnment, and I 
intend to nuote on that pomt some ?f the 
opinions expressed in the FPrleral Parhament 
bv men who call th0mselves friends of the 
Liberal moyement. The Premier sa)'S that 
the Commonwealth Government showed their 
contempt for the application. There was 
nothing in the nature of contempt; it was 
simnlv the exercise of common sense in their 
decisi~n not to comply with the frantic 
requf'st of the State Government for the 
militr.rv to shoot at defenceless people. For 
the edifica'ion of the Premier, who 'eems so 
Ignorant on these questions, I am going to 

Jl.fr. Theodore] 
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bring before his notice the opinion of the 
Federal Attorney-General first, who, when 
speakmg on tho application for military aid 
used the words I am going to quote: 
It appears that when application i·s made 
by a Government requiring militarv assist­
ance to qu'"ll domestic Yiolenco' it is 
n.eces<uy to comply with tho obliga­
twn imposed by the Defence Act and 
tho Constitution. It is nocco,arv for a pro­
clamation to be issued b} t.he State Governor 
call in'\" attention to tlie domestic violence 
which it is intended to quell. which was not 
done on this occa,·:ion. i\Ir. Hughes sl•!d--

" The Primo Minister was quite right 
·. 0t to send troops to Queeasland because 
the requirements under the Cm;stitution 
and t}u Defence Act had not been ful­
fiiled. There had been no proc!amation, 
and the rec}uest was therefore improperly 
a 1d illegally before him. In tho second 
place,, it wa.s de:1r thoro was no dome.'::ltic 
Yiol<mcc within the meaning of the judg­
;nent I have just cited." 

Tho judgment of a United Shtes High Court 
JustioA on a similar que.-tion '"hich 11r. 
Hu.ohos cited was this-

" The charge as made is really of 
nothiLg more than "" conspiracy to com­
mit a broach of tho pc cce within a State. 
Certainlv it should not be claimeC! that 
th~ United States have the power or are 
required to do merely police duty in the 
Stat< s. If a State cannot protect itsdf 
against domestic violence the United 
States may, upon the call of the 
Executive, when the Legislature cannot 
be convened, lend their assistance for that 
purpose. It is a guaranty of the Con­
;·titution, but it does not .:1,pplv to a case 
like this." • 

That judgment referred to an application 
by r, Rt-.. to for troops to quell a disturb­
an.ce which ~.va:':, nothin~· n1ore than a con· 
sp1ra.cy on t1w part of OFrtain uersons to 
cr01tc dm•;c tic violence, and th~t was tho 
caso here. There was llo actual violence ; 
eYen at mo,.t it was only some contemplated 
attempt at viohnce of which the han. gentle­
man " as af1 aid. nlr. Deakin, who belong·· 
to the . p.Lrty of politicians supporting the 
sam9 Vle\\o "s th·' Premier, gives this opin­
ion on the question-

" I admit that under that section it 
"·as within the competency of Ministers 
to return that reply. The word 'shall' 
in the section of the constitution which 
I have quoted is mandatory, it is true, 
but that word as applied to a. Govern­
ment would receive the ordina;·y inter­
pretation, which requii-es a Governn1--t1t 
to shouldPr responsibility. It is iupi, 
po•:sil;>le .that some .State 'Premier, u]:>O~ 
losmg hiS hP:1d, m1ght ask for support 
from the Commonwealth when it was 
not nccessar,'l." 

I think this is a case m point, and Mr. 
Deakin used Y·_ry apt words which could 
'be applied to the application made bv the 
GoverHment of this State. The Government 
lost its head, and made a frantic applica­
tion for the military when there was no 
occaswn to do w. Now, I intend to quote 
Mr. Groom, ex-Attorney-General, and one 
of the reprosentdtives for Quec·nsland in the 
Federal Parliament, also a member of the 
Liberal party. And I may say for eYery 
one of .t~ose gentlemen, if one may judge by 
the opmwns exprc·ssed by them in the Hou&e 

f 31 r. Theodore. 

of RepresentatiYes, strained every point in 
favour of the application, and in favour of 
the contention laid down by Mr. Denham. 

" \Vhon it comes to tho exorcise of a 
power, undoubtedly there must be w1th 
the Comr,wnwealth some means of ascer­
taining whether the conditions exist 
which call for an exercise of the power. 
Thoro mnc.t be that right in tho Com­
monwealth in order to ascertain whether 
this duty ought to be fulfilled." 

There is the position m -,intained by Mr 
Fisher and his col!eaguGs-they had a right 
to a -certain the conditions and to refuse r he 
reque9t if they thought it was unreasonable. 
Sir John Quick, who is recognised as an 
en1inent constitutional authority, also ~:;.:tve 
his opinion on the 1J,l.il tter, going fully into 
the con' .. titutional requirements of the Fod­
era! Government regarding the sending of 
the military. He a.rrived at this conclu­
sion-

" If the facts as alleged in the state­
mont by the Premier of Queensland 
were true, his appeal was justifiable, and 
the Prime Minister Fould have been 
justified in ruponding to the appeal." 

Not th:•t it was obligatory on him to re­
spond, but merely that he would have b. n:o 
jl,stified. These opinions. which I think 
the Premier will take as being very incon­
trovertible opinionq on thB question, entirely 
shatter t'w opinion exprc~scd b:- him to the 
Governor. Awl the hon. gentleman, settmg 
him: ·lf up as a constitutional authority of 
.-om·: tonnage by ·''tying that tho Federal 
Gave rnrnent had no option in the matter, 
I think amply domonscrates his own ignor­
anc of tho pcoition. It appears that theY 
did not make sufficient inYcstigation into the 
question as to what were their obligations 
in connodion with their application for 
the services of the military. It is stated 
that they consulted the Attorney-General, 
and that they were satisfied they had 
followed the proper coursn, of procedure. I 
can onl'v sa;- that if the'~· did consult the 
Attornev:-Gf\icral, and acte'd upon his advice, 
his kno1vleclgc of constitutional law and his 
ouinion on this particular que·.,tion differ 
v~r~: much from the P"<pressed opinions of 
the legal gentlemen I ha.,-e quoted, and 
indicates th<c nec~;sity fox a ne·.y Attorney­
General. The letters. conveying the opinion 
of the Prcmim- of this State regarding the 
oblio·atio ·1 bf the Commonw~alth Govern­
ment to s"nd out the military in a general 
strike, were. merely a.n attempt to make 
politioal capital against the men who were 
cm,cerned in that movement. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER: They were written 
for ele_ctioneering purposes. 

Mr. THEODORE : For purely electioneer­
ing purposes. I should like now to quote 
something which was said in the Fedeml 
Parliamc·.t last week regarding the state­
ment of the HomP Secrel:try, Mr. Appel, 
upon, this question as to what the Prime· 
Minister of the Commonwealth should have 
done, and I ask hon. members to follow 
this very closely. I am quoting f1:om a 
speech - made by Mr. \Vise, member for 
Gippsland in the Federal Parliament-

" The Pdme Minister told us that Mr. 
Appel, one of the Queensland State 
Ministers, speaking on the subj€'ct at a 
later date, said-' The Prime l'.1inister· 
missed a good political point.' Fancy 
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any pcr".on in the crisis that existed 
in Brisbane-at a time when, according 
to the State Premier, riot and bloodshed 
were imminent, thinking of political 
points r It Yiolates one's sense of 
propriety altogether that a man in the 
po,ition of a State Minister should regard 
such a condition of affairs from a 
political point of view. I do not wish 
to make any charge. I can only draw 
an inference. Inasmuch as Mr. Appel 
said that the Primo Minister had missed 
a good political point, that enables one 
to draw the inferenc0 that the Govern­
ment of which Mr. Appel was ;, member 
were trying to make a good political 
point by putting the onus of settling the 
difliculty upon the Federal Government." 

Mr. \VHITE: Fisher's action was purely 
political, because he daren't do it. 

Mr. THEODORE: I am going to call at­
tention to another letter which the Premier 
addree·-ed to the State 'Governor on the 19th 
February-over a fortnight after the refusal 
of the Commonwealth authorities to permit 
the soldiers to be sent up to Brisbane to 
shoot the workers, that is to say, after a 
lapse of time which should have enabled the 
hon. gentleman to have made sure of his 
facts and opinions regarding this matter. 
Here is what the hon. gentleman wrot€-

" Sir,-Supplementing my letter of the 
5th instant, with respect to the refusal 
of the Commonwealth Government to 
afford the State the protection guar­
anteed by the 119th article of the Con­
stitution, I have the honour respectfully 
to inform Your Excellency that Ministers 
will seriously consider the question of 
cal1ing on the Commonwealth to reim­
burse the State the expenditure that has 
be8n rendered ncce,~ary by the de­
liberate neglect of the Commonwealth 
Government to fulfil its obligation to the 
State." 

I should like to inquire from the Treasur0r, 
who should know what is being done in this 
direction, what steps are being taken or have 
be<Jn taken to bring the Federal Government 
to book for refusing to send soldiers to shoot 
down citizens in Brisbane? How much do 
the Government expect to be indemnified for 
that refusal? This lovely effusion addressed 
to the Governor goes on as follows :-

"As I have showrl in my previous 
leiter to Your Excellency on the subject, 
the Constitution, which has transferred 
from the State to the Commonwealth tho 
military power that was indispensable to 
the security of the State in th0 strike of 
1891, obliges the Commonwealth to place 
its armed forces at the service of the 
State when in a period of civil disorder 
it calls for such assistance. The Com­
monwealth cannot constitutionally de­
cline the application,." 

There we have the opinion of thE' great con­
stitutional authority, of a man who sets 
himself up against every constitutional 
authority in the Commonwealth, and says 
what shall be done and what should be done 
under such circumstances. Just follow this-

" I do not concur in the opinion that 
the Defence Act or any other Federal 
Bnactment absolves, or can absolve, the 
Commonwealth from any obligation im­
posed on it by the Constitution; nor am 
I aware that the Defence Act even 

atto,,tpts to do so. Its 51st section lays 
down a procedure which may, or may 
not, be adopted to give effect to the 119th 
article of the Constitution, but does not 
and ccmnot render that article nugatory. 
It is 'quite possible that the 51st section, 
unlike the 119th article, is not man· 
datory, and that the Commonw~alth is 
not bound to have recourse to rt, even 
though it must be regard<Jd as providing 
the simplest and readiest means of as­
sisting a disturb<Jd State that couH J::e 
devised. But it is indisputable that, rf 
the Commonwealth does not bke that 
course, it must find some other way of 
protecting the State against domestrc 
violence." 

Here was a hint that the hon. gentleman 
was going to set up some other sort of 
authority, that he was going to make . an 
attack on the Constitution. If the Co11strtu­
tion does not provide what he says it does 
provide, he is going to takB some other 
mBans to call out the military to shoot 
workers. May I ask the Treasurer what 
other means the Premier was going to 
adopt? Here is a deliberate hint that the 
PremiBr is going to come out in open re· 
hellion against the Australian Common­
wealth. If he did so, we should then have 
the edifying spectacle of the necessity of the 
Commonwealth (!}overnment giving instruc­
tions to the military to restrain the hon. 
gentleman. A lot was said during the :ue­
rency of the strikP, and after the stnke, 
about the absolute necessity of having 
soldiers on the spot. Mr. DBakin, in an 
interjection replying to Mr. Chanter, on the 
4th July, said-

" I have shown elaborately that there 
was no need to send troops on the occa­
sion referred to." 

Let me now quote from the opinion of Lord 
Haldane who was Secretary for War in the 
House df Commons, upon the question of 
quelling domestic violence. Lord H~ldane, 
in his Bvidence before a Select Commrttee of 
the House of Commons, says-

" I thi-nk the calling out of the mili­
tary unnecessarily very often leads, or 
may lead, to a breach of the law, by 
making an unnecessary demonstrati?n 
which incites and provokes the publrc, 
and that is a view on which the War 
Office, not only in my time, but always 
of late years, ha VB acted consistently and 
strongly. We hold the military ought 
not to be called out except in the last 
reso~t. 

"The military authorities say: '.W.e 
are here, and if we use our firearms rt rs 
to kill.' That is why we demur to being 
called out except in the last and most 
p3rilous necessity." 

I desire also to quote what our Premier, Mr. 
Denham, said on the question of maintain­
ing public order of applying for the use. of 
sG!dicrs. This extract i:, from the Courze1', 
and refers to, the time immediately after 
his application for the military-

" I can assure the citizens that ample, 
protc:.tion is afforded by the enrolment 
of special constablE's, foot and horse, and 
I see no \'{ amn why early in tlw weBk 
noemal o,wditions of trade should not 
obtain in the metropolitan area." 

Jf r. Theodore] 
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Here is another statement at complete vari­
ance with the letter which the Premier sent 
to His Excellency the Governor. I should 
like to hear his explanation of it. He goes 
on-

"The Premier (Hon. D. F. Denham), 
in an interview on Saturday, said that 
plans were maturing for such a measure 
of protection against molestation and 
intimidation as would allow ·of a re­
sumption of business, with security to 
life and propertv. at an ear)y date. 
Speaking again, ·yest-erday, Mr. Den­
ham said: 'I have been in close con­
ference with the Commissioner of 
Police to-day, and am pleased to be 
able to say that by reason of the large 
enrolment of civilians who have volun­
teered to assist in preserving peace and 
insuring the conduct of business without 
hindrance or insult to workers and 
others the approaches to the wharves 
and railway stations, in addition to all 
the main portions of the city of Bris­
bane, both ncrth and south, will be so 
patrolled that b;:c noon on Monday buFi­
ness and traffic can be resumed with 
:=_:acurity to all concerned.' " 

That is at variance with the statement which 
he sent to the Governor, and I leave it for 
hon. members themselves to see that it is 
so. I •hould sa:,· th•ct if these matters 
are brought before the Governor His 
Excellency will require an <Jxplanation from 
the Premier on tho nc 1tter as to why His 
Excelkncy was dBceived in such a way 
as to cau&B him on different occ<c,-sions since 
the , strike to make infLmmatory speechr' 
to tne farmers. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

Mr. THEODORE: He would not ha,e 
done so had it c10t h · n for the letter sent 
to him by the Premier. 

The SPE0>\KER : Order ! I hope the hon. 
member will not continue in that strain. 
The hon. member is not in order in refer­
ring to I-Iis Excell€nc"" in the 1nanner he 
is doing. The hon. · member cannot be 
allowed to speak in those terms of His 
Excel!encv. I think the hon. member will 
see tho propriety of what I say. 

:Ylr. THEODORE: Yes, I do, Mr. Speaker; 
bu~ I thmk It was a gra vo misuse of his 
pnnleges for the PrPmier to communicate 
with the Governor as he did. He misused 
his prh·iloge by athmpting to deceive the 
G<;vernor •. on this grave question. Upon 
this ques•wn I hope that the Premier and 
every hon. member of the Ministry will for 
ever refrain from making such ·egregious 
a_sses of them.sel ves as they did on that occa­
SiOn by sdtmg themselves up as constitu­
tional autho;ities. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. THEODORE: It ""ems to me that 
it was nothing more or less than an 
attempt by the State Government to make 
capital out of the Federal Government 
for their own ignoble purposes, and I 
think that the rebukes which they got from 
their own friends in the Federal House will 
be a sufficient leeson to them in future. 
The Commissioner of Police, Mr. Cahill, 
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was a person who assumed a posit!on of 
very great importance during the strrke. 

Mr. LENNON: He was the Commander-in­
Chief. 

Mr. THEODORE: It appears from th_e 
correspondence which I . ha:e read, especi­
ally in the commui':Ie;ltiOn _from the 
Premier to Sir John Qmck, that It was Mr. 
Cahill Commissioner of Police, who sug­
gested calling out the military.. I . think 
that this came about through the mactwn of 
the GoYernment and their inability to take 
the necessary steps. 

Mr. HAMILTON: It w~s Dublin Castle 
over again. 

Mr. THEODORE: That strike enabled 
Mr. Cahill to assume the position of a. 
little despot in Brisbane. 

The TREASl'RER: He did splendid work, 
l-et me say. 

Mr. THEODORE: Tiie 'l'reaFUrer says 
that he did splendid ,,-or!c. If that is so, 
how is it that ndt a solibry Minister 
during th'e debate has said a single word 
in defence of him in reply to the charges 
made b,, members' of the Opposition against 
Mr Cahill himself his administn,tion, 
ao-~inst his n1otivBs ' and against his con­
tr~l of the Po lie" F~rce during that stri~e? 
These charges wccre made during the stnke 
and on every public platform smce the stnk<', 
and not a solitary Minister has ~n~ertak<;n 
the duty of defending the CommissiOner m 
any way whatever. The Fl_o:r:l.C Secretary 
never mentioned the Commisswner durmg 
his speech. Is there not something s_inis~er 
in that? Is there some mystenous motive 
for silence? Are they ashamed of the Com: 
missioner of Police? 

Mr. HA1IILTON: Thev are ashamed of each 
other. (Opposition lailghter.) 

Mr. THEODORE: The Home Secretary 
made reference the other night to the find­
ing of quantities of dynnmite. The thing is 
too absurd altouether. Did the hon. mem­
ber e'l:pcct any "hon. member in this H_ous.e 
to believe that twentv separatB and mdi­
vidual attempts WHe made by unionists, Or 
somebody else, to blow up the trams or. the 
train property, or indulg-e in tram ~reclnng? 
I do not think anvone would believe such 
a preposterous st.:>ry as that. There is 
something more than appears on the surface 
in this matter. The Home Secretary care­
fully refrained from giving the name of the 
person who drew up the report from which 
he quoted, although he was definitel:y. asked 
by tho deputy leader of the Opposition to 
do so. The hon. gentleman quoted from the 
document which was alleged to be the report 
on the finding of the explosives, but only 
one or two cas<es of the finding of explosivea 
was recorded in the ·public Press of Queens. 
land during the currency of the general 
strikP. The fir,t reports were in tho Co-urier 
and Daily Jfail in the early days of the 
strike. It was reported that a plug of gelig­
nite had been found, and it went on to say 
that in the oninion of experts if that plug 
had explodedc it would have shattered the 
car to fragments and killed all the people 
in the immediate vicinity. Now, I have 
some knowledge of the use of explosives 
and the effect of an explosion of gelignite ; 
I have used a good many hundred-weights 
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of it during my career, and I know that an 
exploswn of 50 lb. of gelignite would not 
cause the effect which it was stated by the 
d.aily Press would be caused by the explo­
Sion of that one plug. I noticed that after 
that. tho Courier did not record any further 
findmg of gelignite. They were probably 
afraid that it would have a boomerang effect 
and would react upon themselves or thai 
the public would not ride in the 'tramcars 
as thev would be . afraid of being killed: 
a~d m that way It would react on their 
fnend, :\lr. Badger. I think there are a;ne 
or two editors of daily newspapers in this 
!own who can tell. us more about the plant­
mg of the gehgmte plugs and tho find in o; 
of the plugs than any other person in this 
State. 

An OPPOSITION ME::IIBER : They put them 
there themselves. 

Mr. THEODORE: I do know that this 
Government is the direct lineal descendant 
of a GovPrnment of which Mr. Horace Tozer 
w.as . Colonial Secretary, which, in the 
mnehes, did not scruple to emvloy organised 
workers. In what 1s known as an agent 
provocateur,. his du.ty was to help the Govern­
ment m the1r enm1ty to the Labour organi­
sations, and he was in the Go.vernment 
employ for three :yc·ars. 

Mr. BOWMAN: A spy. 

Mr. THEOD.ORE : He was employed to 
spy on the. umons. He became a member 
of the vanous unions in Brisbane and be. 
l<:>nged to t_he Workers' Political Organisa­
tions.. Dunn!j that thrcoe years he carried 
on h1s nefanous work of spying on his 
fellow,, and he com"mnicatcd to the Go­
;-er_nn'ent \Yhat they were doing. He used to 
InCite the men to do lawless acts in order 
that the Government :;_night trump up caseb 
r,gamc~ tL.'m. I beheve this Government 
would resort to the came despicable things. 
I '.Yan' to say th"t in spite of tho denials 
that 'vere giYen by hon. m':-mbers of thB 
Chamber, rT _ _:_d by tho men \VLJ Ylcre con­
nected ,,-ith the strike, that there was no 
att<;r.Jpt msde to interfere with the supply 
of 1cc to the hospitals-in spite of all that, 
I say the Home Secrrtary i-.;; unscruoulous 
enough to r ;peat the mis. rable lie. , It is 
not u~derstandable in our pr- '•!nt day, ,vhcn 
there 1s oupposed to. ~e tho ordinary ui ·, ility 
eve-1 hetw. en pohtwal opponents, when 
men1bers on the Govorni·.:ent side cannot 
acc0pt the denials given by hon. membo1o 
It was alle~ed against the striker.< that theY 
were. interfering with tho supplies for th-;, 
hospitals, but I will quote from the Courier 
to show what was the actual nosition. We 
find in the Courier of tho 29th' January one 
~ay before the. strikt', the follo,ving adver­
tisement was Inserted by the strike coc-1-
mJtree :-

"The committet· desire the public to 
knmv that they are anxious, and will in 
every manner assist, to have hospitals 
bone;-olent, . and such institutions fully 
prov1ded w1th stores and other requisites 
necessary to effectually c:1rry on same 
durmb' the tenure _of this dispute, and 
carters, etc_, supplymg those mav obtain 
permit .. on applying to the und,;rsigned. 

" We also desire it to be known that 
we will not, in any way, interfere with 
the measures usually taken to safeguard 
the pu~li~.health o!, the community, such 
as s.c:.nitalilon, etc. 

That ann6uncemrmt was published in tha 
daily Press of Brisbane the day 

[4.30 p.m.] before the strike. Two days 
afterward.;, on 1st February, the 

" Official Bulletin " of the strike commitb'8 
contained this-

" A permit has been given for the 
n1anufacture c;£ ice for th-e hospitals, pro­
viding only union labour is employed. 
There was no delay whatever in doing 
this on the sirike committee's part, and 
we repudiate the lying and cowardly 
a"ertions of the Brisbane Press_ Should 
there be any difficulty in getting ice, 
the committee will see that it is sur­
mQunted by arranging at once to supply 
it them:YBlves. Will hospitals please 
note?'' 

Do, s that show any desire to interfere with 
the ice supply to the hospita'': Any person 
v. ,th a spark of manhood in his composition 
a,nd who know all these facts should not 
he:,itate to say that the strike committee 
did everything po,:siQle in order that the 
supply ·'hould not be interfered with; and 
any person kno\ •. ing those facts who deliber­
ately .3tates what was said here by the Home 
S{,cretary the other night, well; I do not 
know what term can be used fittingly to 
describe him. I know that the term which 
I should like to use would not be parlia­
mentary, and therefore I refrain from usmg 
it. (Opposition laughter.) While upon this 
(}Uestion, I should like to say that the same 
scrt of malicious lying has been going on 
regarding the stoppage of food supplies and 
the stoppag J of milk supplie,. I do not 
SJ ~ak on this question us one who was on 
the ~trike cDmn1ittcc, but as on0 who, not 
baving bcon in Brisbane at the tirne the 
strike occurred, but as a perccm who made 
himself acquainted with eH·nts suLs.equontly, 
could take an impartial and dispa&·ionate 
view of what happened. It has come 
to my knowledge that there was an 
attempt t{) 'top fc.oJ supplic '· but the at­
t 0rnpt pr,;,;~ <Yled I rom tho En1ployers' FedPra­
iion, A mendJ··-· of the En.ployer.·' Federa­
tion told me th_ t a mePting of the Federa­
tion G', hl Ll on 2nd Fclru 1ry, ;'nd ;,,t that 
rnee~ing t~1ere atiBnded r~:~JresBntati~ 2-s of 
~ '. 3 Cl1an ·_.,'f of ~lan~1fart-urers, the BrisbanP. 
rrradm_~s' ..t\t,;)Ciation, the l\Jaster Bakers' 

A;cociat:on. end the :\Ias+er Butcl1ers' _\sso­
ci __ tio_·1, and 2.t Lhat 1neeting tL .Y carricr:l a 
rc.;olu:ion th·tt an phJ •:;) of bu:ines~ in the 
mdropolitan area should he clo.'•'d do, .. n for 
one month. and it was exprccsly stated tiLt 
it was for the purpose of bringing pre -sun 
to bear upon the strikers. It has been 
adn1itted in unf'·1uivocal lan;:{uar:e that it vvas 
f0r tLe purpos · of slc1rvin·.· the workers intc 
submission. I will tell hon. mcmlwr, what 
it WJ'l tk.t broke down this little <.cheme 
There is no doubt they would have carried 
out their int.ontion if th·•y had sufficient 
p -., cr, hut this is what harn<cned. ThP 
0uPon;::]anr1 Co-operatiYc Stor·es. -which haye 
JJI8n11\:~s in Qu8en steP-et, decided to open 
if th"Y could get suppli•··> from the wholE •.1lo 
hou;;:cs. 

The SEC:RETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
\Yhy wer3 th0y closed? 

'Ur THEODORE: 'l'hev were closed bv con­
tinvoncie ''lnd ciiJum:;t·,-tnccs which r;Sua1lv 
happ•'-'ll when there j,,\ a. dislocation of bus{'­
I .ss of this so.rt. It is not vvort.h -explaining 
to the hon. gent] ·man. He i-' not so ignorant 
that he does not know why they closed. 

Jf r. Theodore 1 
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\Yhen men, acting under the impulse of 
g1~at excitement, knock off work and hold 
meetings for the pury,ose of considering cer­
tain queo.tions, it is likely that ordinary busi­
ness will be temporarily interfered with. So 
soon as they could restore the ordinary .means 
of supplying the people with food, they did 
£0. 

1\Ir. G. P. BARNES: By permit. 

=\lr. THEODOHE: It is a pity the hon. 
nH'rnber should 1nake such au in.sJ..ne inter­
jeGtio.n. The Uo-ovcrative Stores caine to the 
determination thut, so long as they could got 
',lppl!os from the whole· •. tle stores of the 
~:c<xls they r£.>_tuire_d, they vvould open, and 
.;,.\lc•ssrs. } oggiti, Jones. and Co., wholesale 
supplier1::. in this city, decided t"..> supply thmn, 
and they opened, and thus hoke down the 
u_rra~¥-€mcnt. And so soon as the Co-(Jpera­
tive tltoru opened, a number of other store­
k,eepers. broke away from the Employers' 
l<ederatwn, when they found their business 
~as gomg· fro.m them, and the Employer~' 
I· edoratwn found themselves in the position 
d a body not havmg its edicts carried out 
by it~ own members. I shall quote from tho 
(;ouner agam. l prefer to quote from the 
organ of the Liberal party, because I do not 
v.ant it to. be said that I am quoting from 
sources whwh m1ght he &aid to b-o prejudiced 
'';' favour of my cause. The Courier of 1st 
J!ebruary said-

" The majority of tho retail busi­
nei':i.«, prmuitios carri~?d on business as 
usual. . . : The I' 'hurants are all 
keepmg. their doors open and carrying 
on busm0s". . . . '1 he principal of 
<;me, of the largest finus of retail gm2crs 
In tno mty,. w11h branc11l'8 throuO"hout the 
nburbs, sard that thee· wore ca~rying on 
"·;;thout any great mea8llre of difficulty." 

I think I have now disposed of the malicious 
false statements that have been rnade bv 
members on the other ;;ido regarding tho 
st~.p~age of fo>c!. suppl!c·s, .and I think I may 
say ,,hat the stnke committee challenge any 
h,on. member ,,n .the otlwr side, or anyone in 
(_ ueensland, to Cite one cas<e where the milk 
supply of the city wa3 interfered with. 

0PPOSITimi ME>.~BERS : llear, hear ! 

Mr. THEODORE: As mv time has almost 
'''pired, I will. leJ.Ye queetions of detail; but 
l ward· . to point out that the Government 
hav~ endently been unable to see anything 
1n ~h.n re?ent; movement except the insignifi­
,-l.n .... local ~1rcum:stances. They huvc been 
urablo to c<etect what underJi,"3 this great 
movement whroh led to an upheaval in Bris­
bane. a few montho ago. They ha\'o not tried 
to chsf0Yt~r the reul cau Je, nor are the'-:~ con­
r •rned about the possible conscqu.onc.~s, of 
ouch an upheaval. 

:Ur. CoYNE: Or tho remccly either. 

Mr. THEODOHE: .Apparentlv thcv do 
not realise that there is. something radic;tily 
w cong m the body pohtic when 20,000 or 
30,000 men can take the action whif'\1 w"' 
taken in February ]a .,t. They do not see 
!h .. t, tho,·e is industrial unrest in every country 
m the world, that men are no longer satidi< d 
with the evil conditions under which they 
have h.cen labourin)Y. Tlwy do not see that 
working men are now lookin,:; for something 
1-ctter: t~ ,t they are looking for a fair 
measm·e of the comforts and the good things 

[J£r. Theodore. 

of this life. No lor,ger are they going to be 
satisfied with living in miserable hovels and 
existing on hard fare. They are gorng to 
have a say in so reorganising society that 
they will get a fair measure of the comf?rts 
and the intellectual errjoyment,s of mvil1sed 
life. I know tire Treasurer will not concede 
that thev are entitled to that. He docs not 
think that a navvy or a man working in a 
sugar-mill for 4~d. an hour and keep should 
be a: person that should have any higher 
ideals. 

The TREASURER: He is a better friend of 
the working man than ycm are. (Opposition 
laughter,) 

Mr. THEODOHE: He is a better friend of the 
working man when he will allow his own em­
ployees in th' ;ugar-mills to go.out on st~ike for 
three months beforv he will gnro them 1 0 d. an 
hour, a.nd when he will make them work 
twelve hours a day under these I?iser~ble 
conditions! In consequence of the drssemma­
tion of literature, even those wh~ ure labour­
ing under the tnost adverse mrcun1stances 
now look for something better. They look 
to lift themselves up from t.he envrronment 
to which they have been subJected, and the;v 
are asking why they should not sha_ro yntr1 
traders, atrd rich lawyers, and the pro.tossronal 
cla&,ses, and the reLainers, and the !dlers . of 
society, why they shou)d not .en]oy v.;rth 
them some of the ameml,ICS of crvrh~ed lrfe. 
Why shoul~ they no~ look with en]oyme;'t 
upon the pwtures pam Led J;ly great n,aster s, 
or why should they not enJOY the works __ of 
the great poets, and why n~t follo.w "rth 
attention and intere'•t the discoverres and 
investirrations of scientists in the realm of 
geology, biology, metaphysics, and ~ll thos~ 
sciences which are of so much mtere?t · 
Does the han. gentleman s.ay the :' orkmg 
classes should not take an mterest m these 
things? 

The 'l'REASU~ ··n: I say that v, e are making 
proviJion for ;:,em to do so. (Opposition 
laughter.) 

::VIr. THEODORE: Make provision! The 
han. gentleman was making provision by 
compelling them to work tw~lve hours. ~or 
4~d. an hour and keep. There IS no provision 
by which they can purchase. even bo.oks, much 
less indulge in the luxurres of hfe. They 
have to live in hon•ls while the hon. ge'?tle­
man and his friends live in suburban yr!las 
and palatial residences. 

Th,3 SECRE~ARY FOR PUBLIC h;r\TRl"CTIOX: 
\Yhat abc.ut F1sher's palati.:,l rc 'donee? 

Mr. THEODORE: Mr. Fisher is trying 
to help the working class, and if the han. 
gentleman were inspired by as pure motives 
it would be to his credit. 

Th-o SErRETARY FOR PenLrc IxsTRlwrro": : 
\Vhy don't :, on explain about the I1lount 
lYlorgan strike? 

Mr. THEODORE: Tho Mount Morgan 
strike ! If a body of workers in Queens­
land!--

The SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. mem­
ber has occupied the time allo\Yed by ,~ho 
Standing Orders. I now put the quc-,tion­
" That the han. member for Chillagoe be 
allowed further time to complete his 
speech." 
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Question put; and the House divided:-

AYESJ 

Mr. Adamson 
Barber 
Bertram 
Bowman 
Breslin 
C'JYllC 
Fihe!ly 
Foley 
Gilday 
Hamilton 
Hardacre 
Hunter 

Tellers: Mr. Land 

Mr. Allan 
Appel 
Barnes, G. P. 
Barnes, W. H. 
Bebbington 
Booker 
Bridges 
Caine 
Cm, er, B. H. 
Corser, E. B. C. 
Crawford 
Denhan1 
Gr<:Lnt 
Grayson 
Gunn 
Macartney 
Mackay 
'\Iackintosh 

24. 

Mr. Huxhan1 
Kirwan 
Land 
Larcombe 
Lennon 
May 
Murphy 
1\fcCormac!r 
O'Sullivan 
Ryan 
Theodore 
Winstanley 

and Mr. Murphy. 

Mr. Macrossan 
Morgan 
Paget 
Petrie 
Rankin 
Roberts 
Somerset 
Stevens 
Swayne 
Tolmie 
Trout 
Vowles 
Walker 
'\Velsby 
White 
Wienholt 
Williams 

Tellers: Mr. Morgan and Mr. Wienholt. 

Resolved m the negative. 

Mr. MORGAN (Jfurilla): At the outset 
of my rem<:Lrks I would like to congratulate 
the mover and seconder of the Address in 
Reply; likewise yourself, Sir, at having 
been re-elected to the honourable position 
of Speaker of this House. So far as the 
Governor's Speech is concerned, and the 
policy plac3d bdore the House, it appearo 
to me that it meets with the unanimous ap­
proval of both parties. I have listened 
attcmtively to the addresses delivered by 
hon. members opposite, and the only thing 
they took objection to was the strike. They 
have endeavoured to talk away, as it were, 
the mistakes and blunders made by men 
connected with their party in fomenting 
that particular trouble. First one said that 
we suffered from a general strike, then 
another cctlled it a lock-out. I think it wan 
practically a rebellion. (Opposition laugh­
ter.) The leader of the Opposition dealt 
o11ly y, ith b, o subjects during a speech last­
mg something like an hour and a-half, and 
he failed altogether in criticising tho policy 
of the Go.-crnment. He thought, no doubt, 
fro1n his point of viev;,r, or fron1 his party's 
point of view, that it was more advisable to 
get certain explanations in Hansanl. Tho 
,deputy 1---ador of the Opposition told Uo that 
had the Government taken c,,rtain steps no 
strike ·.,-ould have occurred at all; but I say 
that had men on that side takRn certain 
-steps no strike would have ocnurred. ·were 
the Government responsible for those men 
->vearing a badge on their watch chain? 

An OPPOSITION MEo!BER: Yes. 

:Jr. l\IOHGAN: Were tllPy :cspon-ible for 
-tbat, espr -:i -Jly aftr!f tlwse men had accepted 
.Pmpoovmcnt with the full understanding that 
thpy "\Vere not to we tr any dl~tinctive badge 
-b show th c_t they h< :ongc·,d to any particular 
,union? Xo doubt those rnen Wf're a.dviscd to 
p;o to \YOl'k, l ~lieving- they could act the same 

game of bluff ti1at was acted in Melbourne 
and some of the other ~tates. Here in 
(}ueeusirmd the game of bluff did n'?t co~e 
off; the men respon"ible for the stnke dJs­
co\crod, to their sorrow, that the gun was 
loaded. They prc,.-entcd a weapon at the 
head of 1'\lr. Badger, and discovered that 
d>e gun was loaded, aud it actually meant a 
"--trike. Th€v 'vc1·e not men enough when 
t,Ley discQ\·eiwl thett their bluff did not uo)ne 
off to say that they ha<'l made -a mishke, or 
to call the strike off, but they wont on and 
appe'1led to the Government to try and pre­
;-ent the strike, and g-,,t them out of the 
blunder which thcv had made themoclves. 
That is the vvho1~ position. Yet we are 
told that the Govcrnm ,nt could have pre­
wnted rhe strike. No doubt every f·lrike 
can be prevented if you p;ive the men exactly 
>dwt they wctnt Only rBcently, a strike oc­
curred in conn,Jction v.cith son1e men who 
were <~ngag,·;d loading sleepers fro1n a ship, 
in ordor to build a railway, in connection 
with the Fe le1·al Government. These n1on 
Etruck for 12s. « day. The strike ''as soon 
oettlcd by th,; Feuoral Goycrnmeilt, and how 
did they rcUie it? By ;.;ivin;~- tbc men what 
the.v asked for. Ev cry , :rike can be settled 
quickly if they give them exactlv what they 
":tnt ; and tha,t is on]y for the time being. 
This is the cvorst o£ it: 'Vhen they give way 
to men ·who are asking in n1any instances 
Lhrcasonable rBqucsts. it is looked upon as 
a sign of wealmess--th< y are told that they 
"rc not game to refuse the demand. ThBn 
thoy co.me agai~1, and keep on coming ag;_.,in, 
until eventually &OnH: .. ,thing n1ust occur, and 
tlwt is what occurred in connection ·;Yith the 
Brisbaue sh1ke. Personally, I a1n not _-:Jrry 
\hat. tL~ ..,,~ri1\'' o:.curr0d. Something had to 
come sooner or later. The lessons I mg·ht 
b_y th~ trike no doubt have been '"wcr<', 
l ut the'· will b.e taken to boon b_y people on 
hoLh •-idee_ Tho a_:o;itat;)!'s, or the ,trike 
kad'-rS--oall them "·hat von likB--have beccl 
I aud1t a Ycry so' ere les,on. \Vhat is the 
resulL of ih t important leo•,'}n? Her-c we 
h'1ve them in this IIouse ge:ting into 
H ansanl stuff which they know is to be sent 
throughout tho country-the:~- arB vetting that 
informotion circulated for the purpose of 
bamboozling pe Jple in country districts. 
Bpeak to any hon. member opposib, privately, 
and ever.v one of them will tell you that 
the strike was a fatal blunder, and ne.-er 
should have occurred, hut <;0t them on the 
floor of the House, and they try lo, throw 
dtL<t in tho ·eyes of the people and the 
workers generally. They are not game to 
gv on a public platform, or stand up here 
whore thov are 1-eing- reported, and elY what 
tr:0v would say outside-that the strik0 vas 
a mishke. 'Why do they not own up to it 
manfull.Y? 'I'hey have made charges against 
this Goverame 1t about tho police hatoning 
women and children. Is <hPc'e a man on th,,t 
side who will go bdore a .iud~-,o, and ,.,vu<r 
that ho saw y;;ith his ovvn eyes \vomen and 
chi1-Iren bato:,-,d by the police? 

OPPOSITION 1\fEnlllERS: Yes, Yl'": 

Mr. MORGAN: Anv amount d rhese mon 
\Cere in Brisb.-.ne during tho whole p -riocl 
of the strike, in th,-, different pL>cr.c. vrhere 
the crowds collected, and r think if anv one 
of those men were asked to take an" oath 
that thcv •"aw with their own e:ve,--

~Ir. MAY: You onlv think so, you will not 
otate it. " 

'l'he SPEAKER: Ordet! 

Mr. Morgan.] 
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:'lfr. :\IORGAX: Xot one of them would be 
Ltt'ne to sub~ta.nti.tte then wh:1t they •.1id on 
tho floor d th<> House. 

i\Ir. CoDrE: I will take an Gath on it any 
tirr;e. 

:1Ir. i\IORGA::\1: I do not intend to proceed 
further with tho strike; I have more im­
portJ•lt matter to deal with. The strike is a 
thing of the past, so. far as I am concerned. 
The lossc·n 11as been hught; " Let the dead 
pa~t bm-y its •lead." (Oppc.Ition laughter.) 
I have cerf-'1in 6Tievances to venblab:: 111 con­
nrctiot1 IYith the Electoral Act. I think we 
have one of the mo~t imperfect Electoral 
) cts tint exi· ts in Austrc·,.Jia. It has been 
niuTc UJnvincingly brought honlG to my 1nind 
by what occurred during- tho recent general 
eLction. T~wt election :~oes to ~Low th<::.t 
VClies c '.n be recorded in1properl:;, that a 
1nan ca11 yot-e t'." o or thre -~ times, that a man 
c 111 be. ou the rolls for at least :six different 
elec to1 ~ (.t;_:::, and ca.n voto in any on0 of thoso 
p~rti{ ·1Jar l~lectorates, or. if he wishr·.; to ~e 
dishonest, can yot,· for the whole of the SIX 
elce:·orati::!S. 

Mr. FrHELLY: It is the fault of tho Homo 
Serretarv. 

l.Ir. ::~:HlltG ... ~J\'": It also shows that big 
alter,dion; are ll"cnssary, and I am plea9ed to 
find fron1 t~- J Governor's Spc ach that it is 
th i. (erLion of the Governwent to intra-
dun amendnvmt of the Eleckml Act. 
\Vhrn ..tnwnding measure is intro.duc\-,d, 
I ho;cc wi:J enable the Government to 
prosevtL thos-s who arc dis-overed to have 
done svrne :hing iJlt>gal, and not place the 
whole burden -of pro~0cution on the ca.ndi-
date. have a list eent t<J me by the rdurn-
in~ sho.v-:inq- th "t no le~s then seven-
tt~·-'11 had voted twice in rny f'lectorate. 

':rhe _""B.ETARZ FOR RAIL-FAYS: Sevento~ 1 
i:ust",nces of double voting? 

Mr. } iOHG.c\ 1\: Yes. Why should that 
lic:-t. l- sen~ to LlO aJ a candid ttc, and hy 
should I h., loob,d upon as the person who 
should ins'·ituh proceedings? Th~t should 
be the .J.rk of ihe dPpartmc- _lt. \Ve ;.,houlrl 
L,vo T ers appointed who will prosecute, 
and havo the nF:ll brought hefo:.. -~ the CJurt. 

lf '"O !J•'o' •"~ peopl.c fro,;! being robbed, 
,. h.Y .')~tcJ: \Yc not protPct our voLiL::: s:yst-::_rn, 
anc~ S'~l L _t. it i..:> n1acl·· a.; cleBn ns it pos~ibly 
oa:1 be? 

An Qp:;_ osrrros ; Ir:111~::EE.: T~Ii'" io:3 one o.f the 
\VOr.:;,t Gov, ~.!.·aents \"''"' have- had. 

: 'r. ~,JORG~\N: No matter what Govern­
rnent it 1nay 1- e, it should haYc officers ap­
po:nh 1, '-·.) th ·,t aftpr a r,eneral ~lc'0tion 
\nr~ters bo gune into, and, \Yhen there 
i., Enltll evid.:nc.e of dLhonesty, prof:e.~u-

. tion qh. J take placo. But generally aftJr 
an <:;k.;tion \Ve ,•·ay, "Let it rip; it does not 
matkr." That means that tho people v·ho 
are dishc' 1bst in tfcording their Yote:_, o-o on 
beir.g dishonest, and perhaps induce other 
people to l1e dishonest, because they knoc · 
that no prosecution f•ver takes place. I do 
no.t wiF.il to convey the idea that my remarks 

refer simply to. those who voted 
[5 p.Ill.] for the L'1bour-Sociaiist party; ·it 

is quite possible in a l.crf!:e com­
munity that these things <exist on both Bides. 
My remarks are made so that as hr as pos· 
sible \Ye ;1all get a true vote from the people, 
and not a vote which has been pro .. ~cf to be 
c·ne that cannot bo relied on. I also hopP. 
thnt the Bill will include provision for voting 
by post. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: No, no! 

[M1~. 111 organ. 

Mr. MORGAN: We know that the womQn 
now have a perfect right .to vote; the old 
men also have a perfect right .to vote, and 
I ask whl c11cr it is right that m electorate' 
like my own out in the country people should 
be expected to travel 30 o: 40 miles to a 
polling-booth to record thmr votes-women 
in a delicate state of health, a11d feeble :>ld 
men. If we believe in every adult ~emg 
allowed to vote, should :ve not make It as 
easy as poss1ble for their votes to be re­
corded ? In an election we shou~d. endeavour 
to get a true reflex of the opmwn of the 
people, but we cannot ?o that if we debar 
certain people from voti_ng; and unl0ss pro­
vision is made for votmg by post we . do 
debar a l~:~rge number of people from votmg 
in country electorates, where people ha v<; to 
travel over bad roads, and cross croel~s with­
out bridges. I say that many people m t~ese 
districts are practically disfranchised 
through not bein<; able to vote by post, the 
provision for voting by post .havmg ~e.en 
abolished because the people m the mtree 
and towns did certain things which made It 
advisable, in the opinion of the Goverm-r:e:"t, 
that it should be abolished. In the 01tre" 
and towns there are polling-places rig~t up 
against a person's door, and one '?an JUn~p 
into a tram or a cab and record his vote m 
ten minutes. I see no reason why people 
in the country should be disfranchi~ed on 
account of things that took place m the 
towns which did not reflect credit on the 
system of voting by post; an? I think tha:t 
if we are going to haYe votmg by post It 
can be made clean. 

Mr. MuRPHY: It has been tried already 
and found wanting, you know. 

Mr. MORGAN: There is one thing in 
particular that I want to emphasise, and 
that is the excessive rates charged on our 
railways for certain goods. I intr:oduced a 
deputation last Dece1:nber to. the D8p1fl;y 
Commissioner for Railways m connectwn 
with the freights on kerosene, oils, benzine, 
etc. The deputation was a;I influential one; 
and after some time I received \<Ord that a 
reduction would be made to the extent of 33} 
per dent. on the carriage of tho.'e articles. 
It seemed a big reduction to make, but I 
showed that the freights on those articl13s in 
Queensland wore from 200 per cent. to 300 
per PFmt. higher than in 'my other State of 
Australia. This reduction is all very well; 
but it only appJi, · to 4,ton Jo.~. and does 
not bon' fit the small farmer, or even the 
a veragc storekec per, who cannot afford to 
get 4 tons of kerosene at a time. I say WG 

should have a reduction that would apply 
to lots as small as three cases, if the little 
neople are to ha Ye the benefit of reduced 
frci:. hts. It is said that. there is a difficulty 
in the handling of kerosene : bu:; when I 
was in Victoria and Nc'-• South vVales some 
time ""go I found that a .case of kerose_ne 
could bo sent bY rail 200 miles for ls., wh1le 
in Qu~ensland, "to get a Crise sei?-t fro.m hen; 
to Miles, a distanc' of 230 miles, It costs 
6s. 6d. 

Mr. FIHELLY: There is a Labour Govern­
ment in Kew South Wales. 

Mr. MORGAN: This was before the 
Labour Government got into power, and 
they never made any alteration of the rail­
way freights since they have been in power. 
I notice that the Minister for Railways, 
speaking at Toowoomba in connection with 
the Drayton deviation, proudly 1:emark<,d 
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that the R,,j]~·. cy D"pal'tmen., after payinc; 
all "or king expenses and interest on cost 
provided a credit balance of something Iik~ 
£75,000. No doubt that is very gratifyinry 
to the Minister and tho Commie.zionc r. " 

r:rhf' SECRE'f\RY FOR RAILWAYS: And ve:ty 
gratifying to the Treasurer. 

Mr. MORGAN: Of course it is; but you 
must admit that. that £75,000 has been got 
from tho people m the country, and is noth~ 
ing more or less than a tax drawn out of 
the country people, because it is tho country 
p:opl~ who hayo earned that money. In the 
b1g Cities and towns you get everything at· 
rl!e. r-nc,, o. tho port; : ou do not pay th8 . 

freight from here to country placAs or b:nn 
country place' back to BrisbanP, If we send 
anything to Brisbane to be ,zold, we have to 
accept the price obtained less the cost of 
ge~ting; it t'? Brisbane, and if we buy any~ 
thmg m. Bns~ane we have to pay the Bris~ 
bane pnce With the amount of the freiryht 
added, so that we pay the freight both w .:0, 
and that £75,000 is nothing but a tax drawn 
from the country people and put into the 
Treasury to be used in some other direction 
I say that if the railways are made to pay: 
they s~c;mld not be expected to do anytr inc: 
else. Tw2y should not be expected to pro; 
ndc a surplus, v.-hich is nothing but a t<n. 
on a P';lrhcular class. Another thing, though 
the Bpsbane and suburban railways are run 
PI:acbcally at a locs, the train·J are provided 
With all sorts of comforts and luxuries. I 
travelled in a train from Corinda to Bris~ 
bane. cont":ining not more than six people, 
but ,m trams out \Vest we are pc:kc.J like 
heiTinf'C. 

An HONOURABLE MEliiBER : You ,;ant to 
travel by a suburb.:m train in the morning. 

Mr. :\lORGAN: I admit that for an hour 
or tw'? in the morr:ing they may be packed 
some~nnes, and th~n we see letters in the 
Courzu, and a big deputation from the 
Cha,mbcr of Commerce with complaints of 
h":vmg to stand up while travelling a few 
mile", and an alteration is made. I have 
seen people standing in the trai11 all the 
way /rom Bri~bc n_e to Dalby, and 1'.'e have 
had LO complam time after timP in ower to 
get a lavatory carriage. (Hear, hear!) I 
am ple.:".ed to say, however, that we have 
got an Improvement in the W<otern train. 

lllr. I' OV::IIAN : ~'md there is room for 
greater improvement. 

Mr. :'.~ORGAJ\!: The lUinister for Rail­
"'!IY~ fulfi!Jed hiS promise to put on the 
W e>~rrn !me a good sleeper, and the old 
fowlnou~3 we u.ed to have has been done 
away With. 

An OPPOSITION ME:IfBER : You are too warm 
on the Government. 

c\lr: f 20RGAN: I\ot a bit. If you tra­
Y.~lL ~, 1n, th·,,t c.:t~nago .on a sumn1cr night 
ycu :1ou1cl find It a brt more warm than 
1-'0"'c-l 1 ~::.Inc. ..._\t any rate, we now have a 
~], and the train service is better than 
~t lL !O be. 1\everthclec;, I sav a bi!T 
Iml?rovement can still be made in the train~ 
\Y~11ch tntY~l a long vva:v into countr~T dis­
!nct.. I '_'nsh a.Lo to mention some matters 
m conneetwn with the Agricultural Depart­
ment. So far as my <:'xperionce of the de­
partment. _and my lmmdoclge of Queensland 
go, I thmk. the AgrJCultural Department 
has dono fa1rl:v good work during the past 
two and a-half years. I admit that the 
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departnv~ni is a rnuch better dep i.rtn1~nt 
to~dm than it was two 'nd a~ half y<e:,,rs a[,O. 
\Yhen the present :VIinister for Agriculture 
,., as a~1point.<C:, I expressed the hope that 
he woLlld I.,ako 1t a real, live, up~to~date 
c~epartlnent, .. ~nd I feci sure that tl~c han. 
c nllcLLm is d')in~:, his level be·:t m tha·t 
Uir•-~tio:r. ..~t the ,'· ,n-·e tirnn, although 
u1. bo .~ rong, I think that he is ham, 
per 'd in son1·· '' 1'.~. Th0 dcpartmF~nt IS 
nc.t ... hc.,t ; 3 n .\- r:1ll n1o:ne:.'-making 
fL~}la1~tmeiJ.t; it h~ 1 to up..->n tho 
1.10~ cy it -:;ct fron1 the Trcr.~:_..ury, and has 
nLthing cm11ing in. i\nd vdlC'l a- dep.·_rt­
n1ont has nothin!! cornin:r ]:., thr'\ Treasurer 
natur:'!lv looks ~at e1·e·· .· shillinr; spent by 
'\oat depm·tment. I re>: tend thnt the monc.s 
spent by th, Agricultural Department IS 
tho bes'~ .nent monev in Queo•,,Jc,nd, and I 
think it i's a pit.v ·that tho J'linist'r h.,, 
not r;ot more to spend. 

J\lr. I<:nnvAN: To 2"iYc (~,Y,1,y eed \vhc1.t? 

Mr. :\IORG~'.N: No; "0 do not want any-· 
thing in th,:t way; if farmers want any~ 
thing the~- are prepared to pay for it. We 
are not like the bon. member's crowd, who 
\Yant to b" spoonfod all the time, but we 
want thi•; deoartment to be made a live 
clepar: rncnt, a-nd I fc "l cure the·, if the pre~ 
s·:nt l\Linjst-er is giY('D a chance he \Yill n1ake 
in a live departirwnt. I therdor2 hope t:1at 
he will be given a grc ~ter _,mount of money 
than he has hith~rto recei.-9cl for his depart~ 
Jncnt. I ,\~auld rugg0•"t that ~ demon tn:tion 
farm should be <''hblishcd for the purpose 
of showin::; that \Yheat can be groWi1. profit~ 
ably. So far t"- tho u ~ar ,,nd dau; mg m­
d1Istrics are conc~·rL -~r1 1~ iJ .. L'll kno\vn that 
under ore~ ~na rr ( n3 ch "Y can be made 
a succc~ ). Bt~t \Y}.~"; tht_ 1.~·hcnt~grow-
in;;r indtbtr~- '? \\' e a;.e not , rO\\ ing n~_~ar~:~ 
enough wher}~ to fl eel our O\ n peoplo. \V c 
ha Vc ~0 r- ~ \\'~if .l t fr'l_ l other StaL3S in 
order to feed thousandc of our m,~n pcopiP. 
rrhat is a shar110 to tl1is St,r \ as, instc .. d of 
bringing in \ h0at fron1 oth< ,: States, \VB 
should h,cvc truck load unon truck had of 
'' hz .&t ,;.,oin· to tht: ship~ for oxport; and if 
\Ve b:.d thfit, \YD should -rind rhips c,;rnin1 
her8 \Yhi,-h do nl.~ now ;;i,-it our ports, and 
their co min:, ht?re ~.-auld bring trade to 
Qucencla:. 1. I should liko to see the Agri~ 
cultural Depar!ment. take up a block of laJ.C!, 
'":-, v:cst of Chinchilla, and tab. it up un; 'c1· 

tho .·· 'll1C conditions as an ordinarv selcctort 
cl0ar it, plou,:sh it, and put it under \Yheat· 
cultiYation. I sugge~ 1 ; that, because tht>rc is 
:::..n in1pression .',ntong old (}uccnslandeL,, and 
also amon:~: many ne\v coiners, that wheat 
cannot be gro;m successfully in Queensland. 
Th{_; consc que nee is th::>.t 2.s soon as thr-:y 
take up a block of land they go in for 
dairying- or some agricultural pursuit which 
it has been prover! is profitable in this 
Stab, but they do not g·o in for wheat culti~ 
vation. They mav pr~ in a few acres of 
wheat, but they do not go in for its 
scientific cuJ.ti.-ation on a large soJe, and 
the result is that during the last four or 
five yE.~rs we have not nYtd' any progress 
in the ar, :t put undor wheat->ve are not 
growing more wheat now than we did five 
years ago. I know perfectly well that wheat 
can be grown profitably in Queensland 
becausP I have proved it for myself. 'Wheat 
can be grown here as well as in any State 
in Australia. But the farmer is a peculiar 
person-he likes to follow. It is all very 
well to send up an expert to try to teach 
the farmer what to do, by showing him 
your methods on a platform or in a book, 

Mr. Morgan.] 
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but that is no good to the farmer. I have 
lived among farmers all my life, and I can 
awmre you tha.t the man who goes into a 

·district and cultivates 200 or 300 acres of 
land, and grows a large crop of wheat 
profitably, will do more to encourage the 
cultivation of wheat than any platform 
lecture''· The farmer wants a practical de­
monstration, and this can be given him 
by the department taking up a block of 
land under ordinar.y conditions and growing 
wheat under a capable manager. Such a 
farm would prove a good financial invest­
ment, because when the wheat is grown it 
will be sent to tho market and sold at the 
highest current prices. I do not want to 
see an exneriment made with four or five 
acres, but' should like to see 400 or 500 
a~res, or oven 1,000 acres put under whe~t, 
as that "ill do more to demonstrate to the 
farmer that wheat can be grown profitably 
than any isolated experiments in different 
parts of the State. A thousand pounds 
would be sufficient for the initial expense'. 
Manv a farmer has gone on to a block of 
lnnd with not more than £200 or £300, and 
he has made agriculture a success. When 
it is proved that the demonstration farm is 
capable of growing wheat profitably, and 
the farm has outlived its usefulness, as many 
of our State farms have-and I am glad 
the Minister has recognised that fact-the 
department could sell the land, allowing the 
man who worked it the option of purchase. 
That would make him take more interest in 
the farm. The han. member for Cunning­
ham quot-ed figures tho other night which 
show how the value of land increases in 
agricultural districts. Land on vY est brook 
was sold some years ar;o at £5 per acre, 
and to-day it is worth £30 per acre. That 
shows that the incre tsed price which would 
be obtained for the land used as a wheat 
demonstration farm would more than recoup 
the dr>nartmcnt th0 f'xpcns~3 incurred in its 
est-, hlishment, and in its operations the farm 
would he a money-making concern. I 
also wieh to rder to the Agricultural 
Bank. I was on" of those--and I think 
tho rwec::0nt ::\1ini,tc•r for Ap:ricnltnrc W(lS 
also one nf those-who condemned the Agri­
cultural Bank. as it werE'. np hill and down 
rlale. \Vp c'Jnf\ider1d t.~,'\eln:~ months ago that 
the }\gricn]'ru l Bank wes not doing what 
'"ilS cxJwct,rJ of it. I admiJ-. that there has 
bP0n a. cPrt~in amonnt of jmprovement. T 
admit that thn bank is doing better work 
to-day than it was doing twelve months ago. 

'Th<> SFrnr--r,nY FOR JlrnncvLTDRF: \Ve are 
f;. Pt~-ing rid of 1 ·~arly £7~000 a we,-,k. 

Mr. MORGAN: It mav be doing that, 
but. still better work can l:ic done. 

Mr. ::\TUPPHY: Can anyone get a draw on 
it? (Laughter.) 

The SECEETARY FOR AGRICT:LTTTRE: Yr•s. 

:Wr. MORGAN: TI:w•n if the Agricultural 
Bank is g:ctting rid of £7.000 a week, I do 
not take much notice of that. I rernemhor 
during the early days of thP str~«' a man­
ager of onP of onr financial instit,,tions told 
me in Brisbane on tlw v0n' dav I was talk­
ing to him no le.~"' than fifty vpcuplr- ('UD1B 

in to hiP p1Pre and borrow0d ... uJn'3 of f, o1u 
£5 to £25 foT a snnll term to ~ar"V them 
OYN the term of the strike. (Orn}osition 
laug-hter.) 

"11r. FIHELLY: Too strong. 

[3!11. :jj£ organ. 

Mr. MORGAN: It is an .absoluto fad. 
They recognised that the stnke was gomg 
to last a certain time, and that they wculd 
not be earning any wages, and so they came 
to the financial institution for assrstance, 
and during that day fifty people wer;t ro 
him to borrow money. But rt dQes noc say 
tha.t bee ;.use that man had fifty clrents that 
day that he was going good work. The 
reason that the Agricultural Bank rs b.emg 
rnadc so lnuch use of is because the othe~ 
banks have closed their doors to tJ::e farmer~ 
and they are being asked to reduce tlF rr 
overdrafts. And not only are the farmers 
being asked to reduce their overdrafts, 
but the bm-inc _s people too, and }he 
businebS people have to sa:r to the 1ar· 
mer that he must reduce his account, ':s 
the bank is squeezing him. The result IS 

that hundreds of people have been drrven 
to the Agricultural Bank to get . money, 
people who would not have gone tC? :t wher­
wi\e. It is not because the condrtwns are 
favourable that the people go to the Agri­
cultural Bank, but because the other condi­
tions are unfavourable. Then one-fourth of 
tho people who go there. are compelled. to 
do so whether they hke rt or not, bec:L -'"" 
the Government will not let them go to any 
other bank. They cannot mortgag"' their 
property or borrow money on it untrl after 
the lapse .of a certain period, so they are• 
compelled to go to the _\gricultural Bank. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTt'RE: It is '' 
good thing they have a bank to go to. 

Mr. MORGAN: It is certainly a goo:! 
thing that they are able to do that. Buc 
we established an agricultural bank for 
that purpose. There is one important 
matter which I wish to touch upon m con­
nection with this bank. I can safely cay 
that not one member of this Hou'-C -,h,)ui(!1t 
when that a:nending Agricultural Bank Dr!! 
was going through the House las• r -' ion 
that such regulations wcr going to b_o 
passed as we find since ha'8 been [h ie"ccL 
No one thought that such a regulation a' 
regulation 24 was going to be ~ramcd.. vYe 
thought when we par.,ed suc:r a hbcra) 
clause that it was one of the most hberal 
piece' of legislbtion ever pa--, -ed in A uetra 
lia. I refer to section 17 of the Act, althcn:glJ 
it was clause 6 of the amending Bill. In 
that clause we pro1 ided that any person 
could borrow up to £200 for the purpose, 
of effecting improvements, eve.n . although 
he had no improvemeats on Ius property. 
He would receive an adv::nce of £200 at 
the rate of £1 for £1. I went through ;nY 
electorate and during the election ~-nnparg~ 
I referred to this clause and pomted ouo 
what the Liberal Government had done for 
the farmers. I know I obtained scores 
of votes by the insertion of ~hat clause 
in the amending Act, especrally from 
young fello· .. •, who wanted to take advan­
tage of it.. and they all thought what ·t 
splendid Government it was v.-luch P ·.. od 
such a claus". But what do we find. InW? 
\Y c find th:.t a regulation has been rssued. 
It , .. as not mv fault, nor the fault of P .. ny 
member of th~s House that such a rcrrula­
tion was pa.ssed, for it never came b· fore 
the House for our approval or othenn.se. 
\Y" find a regulation has been issued whwh 
c'cbaJ--. the unfortunate people who took up 
r;rickly-pcar land from getting any advan~"'s 
tndcr this clan .. ·--<'. I have got the regulation 
here. 

l\1r. MuRPHY: Let us have it. 
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Mr. ?.10RGAN: It is regulation 24, and 
it reads as follows:-

' · In no case shall sub-section 1 of 
section 6 of the Agricultural ·Bank 
Act Amendment Act of 1911 so far as 
it relates to advances made ~t the rate 
of £1 for £1, be de0med to refer to 
adynnces made upo_n the security of any 
prickly-pear selection, nor shall it be 
deemed to apply to any application that 
is not for a first advance." 

Now we have the prickly p···ar hero ana we 
mmt to get rid of it. 

Mr. Bow,.1AX: The Go.vernment don't. 
rYir. MuRPHY: Don't the prickly-pear selec­

tors get sp- c1al concessions? 

.iUr. MORG~I.N: Yes; but I will tell you 
all aLout them later on. As a matter of 
fact, l will show that the man who takes 
UJ~ a pnckly-p0ar selection is really worse 
oif than the man who takes up an agricul­
tural farm,. so that he really does not get 
any concessiOn at all. At any rate, no one 
kn'!w that there was going to be such a regu­
latwn as that to apply to the unfortunate 
man who took up prickly-pear selections. 
As a matter of fact, I thought that the 
claus., was framed and included in the Bill 
for the benefit of the prickly-pear selector, 
becaus" they are the men who want assist­
an:.2. The rich man will not take up a 
pncldy-pear ):llock at all, because it is not 
worth bothe_nng with. It is only the poor 
n:an \Yho Will ~raft on a prickly-pear selec­
twn and clear It. Yet under this regulation 
t~e man who takes up a prickly-pear selec­
tiOn ca• not. ;:;·et an advance under this par­
ticular s<•ctwn of the Act. 

.!\lr. BO\Yi.IIAN: Who is re,ponsible for the 
pac'.mg of that re1_Culation? 

::\1r. MORGAN: That is exactly what I 
.ch_ not know. That regulation never came· 
helot th · House. 

2\h. Bov·ciAN: Ask the Government. 

. :\lr. :'IORGAN: I think it is onlv right 
t!lat a regulation of that sort should come 
lJeforo the IIouse before it is passed. 

:\Ir. FIHI:LLY: Mm·e a vote of cen··ure on 
the Government. 

.Mr. ::\10RGAN: It is quih likelv that the 
Ltq':or Bill will be brought for;Yard this 
:,:psswn and be pa·sed. vVell would it be 
nght for the Yl:inister to is-.u~ a ro~ulation 
Eaymg that the operations of a 

6 
certain 

clam., of that Act would not appl-- to certain 
publicar.s? It is just the same J was d~ne 
here. 

Tho .SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: That 
regulatiO!l .was laid on the table of the 
House wtthm seven days of the mcetin::c of 
the House. -

Mr. MORGAN: This regulation never 
came before Parliament at all. 

Tho SEcRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE; I laid 1t 
on .the table of the House within seven days 
of n1cnt,1ng. 

2\h. }l'IRGAN: Yes, during the present 
Parliament, but when the amending Bill 
was bcmr; pr 'Bed last year we ra-sed it in 
ot:ch 0 way th.c. t anyone who took up an area 
of land '' .mld be able to get an advance 
up to £200 for the purpos~ of carryincr out 
1111J:1l'OYP',ncnt;:;. Sir;.co thcn1 ho\vever, a~ ',7U· 

lat10.1 ha;s b<:en Issued which debars the 
h.oldcrs c., pnckly-pcar selectiow. from ~;d­
tmg an advance under that clause. I will 

show the difference in the conditions of the 
prickly-pear selection and agricultural farm 
selection. A man can take up an agricul­
tural farm of 1,280 acres at lOe. an acre, 
which means a total cost of £640. He has 
to pay one-fifth of the cost of the surY•Jy 
fee down, and he is allowed twenty-one 
ye.trs to pay the balance for the farm, anci 
in addition he gets ten years in which to 
clear his land of pear. The man taking up 
a prickly-pear· selection gets 1,280 acr.··; at 
lOs. an acre--

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Or ;..or· 
haps nothing. 

Mr. J\10RGAN: If it is given to him for 
nothing, I am sorry for the man who takes 
it up. He t<1kes up a prickly-pear selection 
at lOs. an acre "hich, for 1,280 acres, amounts 
to £64A). He has to pay the> full amount of 
the Eurvey feo down, and he has to pay the 
full purchasing price within fifteen years, and 
m that time he has also to clear his land 
of all the pl'ar. So that the man who takes 
up an agricultural farm is far better off for 
terms than the man with the prickly-pear 
s llcction, and yet under this regulation the 
mun with the prickly-pe:tr selection is de­
barred from gettinc; an advance for the 
purpose of making improvements. The man 
with tha agricultural farm, on the other hana, 
not only has better terms but he can get an 
adyance up to £200 und••r this section. That 
is an injustice. I say that is wrong. I admit 

that the bank will not lend money 
[5.30 p.m.] on pear land to any great 

ext.ent, as it does not consider 
it good security. But in \Vestern Australia, 
where they lend up to £400 on land without 
any in·provements, there is land in certain 
parts of the State which is not looked upon 
as good security owing to the existence of 
····me r:· 'isonous wc:>eds, but the Govcnuncnt 
guaranhe the bank. 

J\Ir. FnmLLY: .\ Labour Government. 

}lr . .!\IOH.GAN: ·That was before a La bow· 
Govennnc1t. ever ca1nc into po\ver there. I 
~dmit th •' th, manao;N of the ba.nk IS 
within his ri<;ht when ·he says that he 
n_ot aclviencc £200 on a pricldy-pnr 
t1on as the f->ecurit~- is not 1 ood, becat~Ro 
~ know what the prickly pear is. But is 
1t not tho duty of tho Government to get 
round that? ArC' thee· pr<'pared to sav 
to th" bank, '' Lend the prickly-pear selecto'r 
the £200 tht-. · FLl!llr as the a~ricultural £ann 
sclccLr. and ·we ' ill gu,:rantro the c.:l­
yane<>"? This question h·_ s to be kokC'd 
at fro!11 a national c-tand;:oirrt, and I am 
sorry to say that the 1 0 t hPs n •·; r Yd 
h -en. looked upo.n as a national one. ri'hc 
Ln.Lds D0pari·ment have cotne to the con­
clusion that there arc 13,000.000 acres in 
Cucensland which are unclenrable because of 
the pear. Tlw figures which have been pre­
pared h:v the department show that there are 
13.000,000 acres of good land in tlw Shte 
l'·hich would be hdtPr if sunk at tk bottom 
of tlw c •a, bc>causc the pc:tr has got hold of 
it. \Ve find that the pe-tr is not even being 
kept in check. but that it is increosing. I 
think I miC('ht cay that there is t,ro-thirds 
l~Jl'P. Jand PYE'ry year COming Ullrll'·r rw:t:~ 
!nan IS b0ing deared of t.he pest. YN under 
the· e n·,rticular c:buscs wo t.re doong all 
we poe, ,j bly c,.n to stop men !'OinC' on to 
pricklo'·Jwar land. \V e arc told that sr-'eotors 
of pricldy"p<•ar land rt'c·•ive special considers.-
6on in t.he mattor of nrico. but I contend 
that it ic not 1·i.<rht t.o place any Yalur- on it 
at ali. Instead of regarding such land '"" u.l' 
as~et, WG should say that WO WP nt it settled 

·11! r. l;£,;.7·,'1 ,~1'. ~ ' J 
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and that we shall look for a return from the 
selector not to the price of the land but to 
railway receipt,. Lmd other taxBs. This land 
is gettmg of le.:s value every year. The thing 
1s to try and stop the spread of the pear, i£ 
possible. In the Lands Department they 
look upon the department ao a money making 
concern. They want to exact the la.st penny. 
'I'hey say that land is worth lOs. an acre. If 
it is not taken up after two years at that 
price, they reduce the price to 7s. 6d. an 
acre, and every two years or so they 
reduce the price by 2s. 6d. But in 
the 1cwantim~ the cost of clearing the 
pear 1s 1:wre'1sing b."· lOs. or 12s. every 
year. The department should be pre­
p m'd to l<!t people take up pear la11d for 
nothing. 'fhe.y Cd,nnot afford to bargain over 
tho pri"~· So long as there is good Lmd in 
other parts of (.jueensland where there !S no 
pear, so long will hhe pear land remain un­
selectcd. If land which is free' from pear is 
not taken up it does not matter, as th8 land 
will not _deteriorate; but the pear land is 
detenoratmg every year, and eventuall.v it 
w1ll be worth nothing at all, so that the 
del'a.rtment and the State are losing through 
msrstmg on the last penny being got out of 
the selector. 'I'hen, owing to the increasGd 
ratf'l of pay to surveyors, the survev fC'E·s 
ha.ve Leen raised by. 50 per cent., and now 
the}'" are the highest of any State in Aus­
tralia, and three or four times as hrgh as in 
Canada, where they are putting people on !he 
land in thousands. Whore we paid £21 
before, we now have to pay 50 per cent. 
more, and in the case of prickly-pear lund 
the selector has to pay the whole amount in 
a. lump as soon as he selects the land. Tho 
deparnnent is not dealing fairly by the ma:n 
who takes up prickly-pear land, and it should 
be more liberal. 1rhov should not trouble 
their heads about a. paltry shilling or two. 
So long as ilw pear is being destroyed, they 
should be prepared to give the land for 
nothing. 

1\lr. FIHELI.Y: You had better c0mc ove2· 
here. 

J\Ir. "\!ORGAN: I am one of those who 
believe in a good strong Government, and 1 
1:--clievc in a strong Opposition as well; bat 
the [W>ple have F"nt such a. weak, misercble 
Oppc,ition to this House that some of th., 
GovernmH1t supporters find it nocccsary to 
critici·-e the actions of the Government, be­
cause tho Opposition have shown themselv·-·s 
so far inca:oable of dealing with anything 'but 
strikes. 

An 0PPOSITIOK J\IE11LER: You are tho 
candid friend of the Government. 

Mr. :\I ORGAN: It is better to be th<e 
candid friend of the Government than to b"" 
a friend who hides himsrlf when he is attack­
ing anybody. What I '""Y here I am prepared 
to say outside. I do not say thingo her<_, 
under the protection of the privilege which a 
member poe· ce-r, "ith regard to anything he 
mny say on the floor of this Hous'. If I 
make any remarks here, I am prepared tc, 
make them nutsido, and that is what som<e 
hon. member,. on the other side arc not 
pr0parrd to do. 

:Mr. RYAN: I do not. think :vou are justified 
in t -~lling this a "miserable Opposition.'' 
(L:J.ughter.) Do you think that is a fai:r 
thing? (Rmwwed laughter.) 

Mr. MORGAN: I certainly think my re­
marks are justified, because hon. mcmber.s 
opposite have absolutely proved during the 
last two or three days that they are capable 

~2!{ 11. },£organ. 

of nothing else ·but talking of strike matters. 
In setting forth the conditions which are 
imposed on selectors of prickly-pear laud, the 
Government should insist upon each ccit>owr 
clearing a chain right round his land dcuiug 
the first year. At the present time the 
selector has to clear a. certain portion, but 
it is not stipulated where it is to be cleared, 
and thB r<''ult is that one man clears one 
portion and another clears another portiQn. 
If it were specified that during the first year 
every selector should clear a. chain right 
round his selection, the selector_ of 1,280 acres 
would only be asked to clear 48 acres, but it 
would mean that there would be a. clearing 
two chains wide between every two selec­
tions, and that would assist materially in 
keeping the pear in check. \Ve have seen a 
good deal in the papers lately about ~he 
Government grant of lOs. in the £1 not 
being claimed by different lora] authorities 
for pear-clearing. I find that in shires where 
it would cost £100 to clear all the roads and 
reserves of pear the Government are pre­
pared to grant an endowment to the extant 
of £33. Where the cost of clearing the roads 
and reserves in a shire would amount to 
£300, the Government are prepared to give 

,15s. in the £1, and in shires where the cost 
would exceed £300 per annum they are prs­
pared to grant £1 for £1. But where the 
pear is the worst they will not give any 
more. vV e do not want to " grease the fat 
pig," to use a common expression, but w·., 
should try to assist the shires in which, 
through no fault of their own, it would cost 
thou-,ands of pounds to clear the pear. I 
suggest that instead of this condition pre· 
vailing, the Government .~hould set apart a 
certain amount of money and allow ever-·:· 
shire a. bonus-allow so much in the £1 to 
every shire, no matter what shire it may be. 
If a shire is prepared to spend £100 or £200 
or £300 in clearing pear, then they should 
get at least lOs. or 15s. in the £1 assistance. 
'I'hat should apply to every shire, and not 
to only a. few shires where the pear hardly , 
exists. At the present time the Government 
are only aesisting the fortunate shires. and 
the unfortunate shire-, which spend a cer­
tain amount of money in clearing pear, get 
no help at all. A shire in my electorate 
which spends £200 a year in clearing pEar­
a bit here and a bit there-doe' not get any 
help at all, but to another shire that has 
only £100 worth of pear, the Government is 
prepared to give £33 in order to help them 
clear that pear. \Yhere roads are cleared 
of pear the owners of the land on either side 
should be compelled to keep those particular 
roads clear. In Victoria the landowner has 
to keep the roads clear of thi,tles and rab­
bits, and I am quite satisfied in Queensland, 
after a man cleans his block of land if the 
council or Government once cleared the road, 
the s~lector would be only too pleased to 
keep 1t clean. 'I'hat should be a regulation, 
or the municipal councils should have the 
power to pass by-laws compelling the land­
owners, once the roads have been cleared, 
to keep them c].,ar of pear. I also wish to 
refer to another important matter, and that" 
is the necessity for an amendment of the 
Careless Use of Fire Act. We find in 
Queensland that things have changed-they 
are not the same now as they were some 
years ago. Districts that at one time were 
lool~ed upon as squatting districts are now 
a.g-ncultural districts, and it is time some 
of the old Acts on the statute-book were 
revised. We have passed legislation year 
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after year, perhaps many years ago, and 
now those Acts are obsolete. They are out 
of date, and we want some alteration. We 
want some alteration in the Careless Use of 
Fire Act. At the present time a traveller 
might light a fire on a public road or re­
serve to boil his billy, and afterwards takes 
up his packs and goee on, leaving that fire 
burning. It may, perhaps, be safe for a 
time, but eventually it burns along the grass 
and perhaps some poor unfortunate settler 
is burnt out of hom·o and home. It is quite 
true that the Careless Use of Fire Act is 
only applicable to certain dirtricts and does 
not appiy to the whole of Queensland. We 
can make application to have it extended, 
but we know that in some localities it is a 
very hard matter to get the councils to 
take advantage of that particular Act. It is 
time something was done in this matter. If 
the police or others were informed that a 
fire had been left burning on a road or r<'­
eerve by a traveller, the man who was 
respomible should be brought before the 
polio~ court and fined. It is time we pro­
tected the people who settle on small hold­
ings. I also wish to refer to the recent 
appointments to the Upper House. I have 
nothing whatever to say against the per­
sonnel of those particular appointments. The 
gentlemen who have been appointed are no 
doubt eminently capable of fulfilling the 
duties of the position, but I do say that 
until that Chamber becomes an elective 
Chamber-I am one of those who believes 
in rn elective Upper House and will do my 
level h•·c,t to get that brought about-until 
that Chamber is made elective, I think the 
diffe;·ent induJtries should be represented in 
that Chamber. We have linen drapers, we 
have law:;·ers, we have breweries and hotel­
keepers represented in that Chamber, but I 
doubt if there is one repre,entative in the 
l." pper House who can eay he is a true 
representative of the small farmer. Perhaps 
when these matters are taken into considera­

~ tion the farmer is overlooked. \Ve have 
amongst our farmers men who are capable 
of holding their own in debate, men who 
read and think and who would be an 
honour to that Chamber; but simply because 
they do not happen to live in Brisbane or 
some other big town where they can make 
themselves heard, they have been overlooked. 
I say the farmers have a right to be repre­
sented in every representative House or 
9hamber that may exist in Queensland. He 
IS the backbone of the country-he is the 
backbone whenever it comes to taxation. 
~erhaps thc,y thin!< the backbone can carry 
;t ?est, but when It comes to representation, 
It Is thought the backbone does not require 
support. I hope if any other appointments 
are to be made to that Chamber before it 
becomes an elective Chamber that the 
farmers will be taken into consideration; 
that they will be given representation, and 
that the Upper House will not consist of 
members repr0senting the big industries that 
exist in and around Brisbane. 

l\Jr. FmELLY: Get a farmer in the Ministry 
ftrst. 

i\fr. l\JORG "'I.N: I also wish to refer to the 
remarks made b:v the hon. member for Ithaca 
in connection with the establishment of moat­
works in Bris'.,a·w He stated he was sorry 
to see "\Ve were going to have n1Batworks 
established here. I do not know what the 
people whom LG rcp"t•sents, or thE' union he 
was secretary 'ol" some few months· ago, will 

think when he gets up in the Home a":d 
says he is sorry meatworks are w be estab· 
li-.hed here that will give employment to 
hundr0 L o.f men. I think it is to be re· 
grettod that ·a man who is supposed tD repre­
,,,nt the working class should get up here 
and say he regrets c.e_rtain ·.vorks are to _,be 
sstablished that will give employment to D00 
o,- 400 men. 

OPPOSITION 1\lE~'.BERS: lie did not ubjcct 
to the establishm-ent of the wJrks. 

Hr. I,IORG_\:::-,r: He did not qualify his 
rE:·marks. lie we.1t sc far as to ::,a.Y there 
'. ere FuiEciF•1t rneat\,ro.rks ir~ Oueensland 
to treat all the etock available. That is not 
-..o because for ~neat there is a seaklon and 
tb~ . off so~son. It ho' to be treated at a 
c-ertain 13.ea~nn, and )f we cannot sell our 
,,, ock rt that pnrticular period we have to 
k<:'ep th ·m a considerably longer penod, 
simply bec.,use we are told the meatworks 
are full up, and that they eMmet scn.d out 
a buyer to in'l"'ct tor three or four months. 
S·; far us tire Br:sbanc market 1s concerGed, 
it is abf;olute1v nothing as regards the sale 
of cattle. An;;body who has had experience 
kno\~ s ,,vhat it is to send in stock to· Bns­
buie. \Ve find to.-dw tho.t locef is selling 
at 17s. to 18s. p. r 100 lb. in Brisbane yards, 
and in :r\m'.- South \Yalos the price is £1 &s. 
to £1 7s. 6d. per 100 lb., and in Victoria 
£1 lOs. per 100 lb. So that, although not 
more than 1000 miles separates us, we get 
17s. or lRs. per 100 lb. for bed while in 
Victoria the'•' Ql'e payiw: £1 lOs. 

~.':r. RYA!'!: And we pay just as much :or 
our meat. 

Mr. :\IOHGAN: Y ct we are tdd there are 
sufficient works in DrisL1ne and in Que,,ns­
land to meet all requirements. I say that 
the;, are ;· ot. VI' c have only got a. c•erLam 
:::,(',::;on tn .(et off our crop-· 

The SPEAKER: Order! 

l\fr. 'IORC:A"C;;: I beg- your pardon. Do 
rot put the que:;tion, Mr. Sp·' akcr. I do not 
went further tim&. 

:\fr. \";IE:i'\IIOLT (Fa·-,.cifern): I do not 
int~nd to keep the I-Iouoe so very long to­
nif!ht nor do I intend to sav Yery mnch on 
tl;',~ r{uestion o£ the late striiw. I suppo''" it 
i" only nat'lral that han. mE·mbers who were 
more· int;mat !v connected with it. than I 
v. a.s want to blow off steam, so to speak, 
during the Address in Reply. I. believe _after 
this is over' we will hear very little of It. I 
have listened verv atteHtively to ihe, rernarks 
made by hon. ,.,.;ember-'"• who. as I ,,ay. are 
>~Tll acquainted with the inner side of this 
ma'-ter, bnt some of the remarks ar.e very 
lwrcl to undershnd. Some hon. members de­
sc·,·ibe the police as haYino: used batons. and 
all that smt of thing; and yet one hon. 
member, who perhaps knows as much as 
anvone el'c about it and who. at lna.ot. had 
a speaking- pal't in the whole H.ing describ8d 
them as worthy of C-'mic-opera. \Vheth.er 
there is anything- of the :1atu,·e o~ comic­
or.era ahout. it, I Jo not kno:..-~r; but It struck 
me tho;t we were all rather hysterical about 
it, and I say that in the broadest sense. 
There is one feature which the leader of the 
Opposition mentioned which is important, 
and which may be remembered when other 
features of the ,t,rike have long been for­
gottPn-and that i.s the very interE'~ting 
quEstion 0 1 the military being asked for _and 
rdm;ed by l\Ir. Fisher. I f,tJ it only np;ht 
to sa.v. in fairness to the Prime l\1inister for 
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any criticism I may make later on, that my 
own private c·pinion is this: I was sorry to 
se·' the Ge>vernment and the Premier ask for 
the military. I will also ~ay that I think if 
I had been Prime :Minister of the Common­
wealth myself, I would have refused the 
troops too. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

illr \YIENHOL'r: But though I say that, 
I !nust remember this: That it is a different 
thn.o< If you nave the responsibility of making 
such a req':'c"t on your shoulders. If any 
gr,evous acmdent had happon2d by :njudicious 
attempts at arrest, or somethino- of that sort 
'l<'uld not hon. lYJer,,bers _opposite be the very 
fil"st to blame the Premier for never having 
asked for the troops? I can imagine how 
the de~uty leader of the Opposition would 
be gettmg HP and blaming the Premier for 
not havmg-. as:wd for the onilitary He would 
have exple.med why the Government did not 
a~k-and that was because there was a 
Labour Governnvmt in power in the Com­
monwe.alth.. (Ovpositio.n laughter.) I will 
""Y this: That I never withheld my admira­
tion for tho Prime Minister of the Common­
Wf·a.lth for having-_ rison to the hig-h position 
ihat h" has. I tlnnk that anv man who can 
Bo to. spe•ak,, rise to that position off his ow~ 
hat. 1s wortny o.f admiration. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

. Mr. WIENHOLT: I will ,;ay that quite 
su:cE;rely, L>ut I think th,1t whe.n the Prime 
Mmister made the remark that he did when 
he knew the result of the election-that the 
finru;ces of Quefmsland were in a bad way­
I thmk he did something that was unworthv 
and disloy.al. · 

J\d~dr. hC:on·E: He had been attacked before 
- I e not speak the truth ? · 

Mr. \VI~NHOLT: He had been attacked 
hn~ ro will make. <:llowanccs for a man wh~ 

a,•, ought a poht10al campaign. Let him 
by all means attack the Denham Govern­
ment-the Liberal party-but he should not 
h3:ve let hm;self be drawn into saying anv­
thmg disloya, and unfair to the State. Tli 
leadeb of the Opposition and many othe~ 
me.m ers . I;erhaps have influence with the 
Pnmc Mmis~er, <:nd as Queenslanders may 
be a~le to give him some friendly hint that 
we will not sec th": t sort of spectacle again. 
~r. R_YA~: This Government is alwan 

crymg stmkmg fish to the Commonwealth: 

_Mr. WIENHOLT: I have no sympath,· 
With anyone who tries to run down the Com­
fon;vealth. I believ.e it is best to be, first 
o all, an Australian, and, secondly a 
Queenslander. ' ' 

OPPOSITION ME1!BERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. WIEN~-IOLT: But "two wrongs do 
not make a rrght," and it is just as wrong 
for any of us here to be drawn into running 
?own Australia because we do not believe 
m ~h<; present Commonwealth Government 
as It 1s for the Prime Minister to come up 
h<:re and confuse the Liberal Government 
With Queensland. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! and 
laughter. 

M~-. WIENHOLT: He said the finances 
~re In a bad way. I do not think that that 
1s true. \Vhen you consider what our. debt 
has been spent on, and that we still own 
90 odd per cent. of our land when you thin!· 
of the vast possibilities of the State-awl 

f.i!£r. Wienholt. 

perhaps better than that, that we have a 
growing Australian spirit right throughout 
the Commonwealth, and beyond that again 
we have all the power of the British Empire 
behind us-I do not think there is any 
country in the world that has its finances in 
a sounder position than Queensland. 

GovERNMENT ~ME~!BERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. WIENHOLT: I would like to say 

a word about th0 railways. The hon. me•n­
ber for Murilla drew attention to the ques­
tion of freight. I know that hon. member 
did very good work last sr'8ion in re3peot 
to one or two anomalies-and I imagine 
that in a big department of that sort there 
will always be some anomalies that will need 
alteration; but I say this-and I say it 
carefully, because I represent a Lrming (on­
stituency, and I know how popular it is to 
spE'ak about reduced freighfc,-I hope the 
Minister for Railwa:rs will be very carefui 
about reducing freights. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He will be. 
Mr. WIENHOLT: I am very glad to 

hear that. It is a difficult thing to raise 
them again. I look upon our railways as 
one of our best assets. Thoro is another 
thing about our railways-I think if we 
can show they are paying railways it will 
have a good effect on tho borrowing and 
rearrangement of our loans which are com~ 
ing in the futuro. That is ·,1 hy I think it is 
highly desirable that tho railways should 
show high returns during tho n,~o:t few years. 
I was surprised to hee.r one of the points 
mentioned by the hon. member for Bris­
bane in his exceeding-ly interesting speech on 
railway matters. He declared that there 
was still some viotimisation going on in 
the Railway Department. 

Mr. KIRWAN: I know it. 
Mr. WIENHOLT: The han. member 

knows more about this, I will admit, thar. 
I do, but I cannot imagine two men less 
likely to do anything in the shape of vic­
timisation than the present Minister and 
the Commicsioner. · 

Mr. KIRWAN: It iP perfectly true-I can 
prove it. 

Mr. WIENHOLT: I suppose when men 
are discharged others come in and take 
their places, and the hon. member will have 
to suggest what cure is possible. But I am 
sure if there are railway men in Brisbane 
who have been in the past good servants to 
the department, as the han. member said, 
walking the streets, I think it is time that 
bygones should be bygones. (Hear, hear!) 
I would like to see the department, if pos­
sible, heal any wound that may be left. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Did I not 
say there arc only forty-two not taken back. 

Mr. WIENIIOLT: I admit that it is vie­
timisation if yon refuse to take a man 
back for any cause that is now settled; but 
is it not just as much victimisation when 
you have preference to unionists, and refuse 
to employ men at all because of their poli­
tical opinions? I say that that is victimisa­
tion of the worst kind. I do not believe 
there is anyone in the House who says he 
does not believe in unionism. The only 
argument I can see against unionism is in 
this preference. I hope hon. members will 
€xplain that. I have always understood that 
one volunteer is worth two pressed men, 
and why a union should wish to press men 
into a union, I cannot understand. 
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Mr. HARDACRE: Because they are co-oper­
ating with the law-the arbitration and con­
ciliation law. (Government laughter.) 

Mr. WIENHOLT: Then there is this In­
dustrial Peace Bill which has to come be­

fore us. vV e do not know tho 
[7 p.m.] details of it, and I feel doubtful 

of these industrial Bills. I hope 
the Bill will be treated as little as possible 
on party lines. It would be a. pity if a Bill 
with cl!Ch a title was subject to a particu­
larlv .crimonious and bitter debate. A 
Bilf of that sort, above all measures, should 
recei\·e fair cJnEid0ration and the help of all 
members. The hon. member for Ithaca the 
other night suggested that it would be a 
good thing if tho s··orotaries of unio_ns could 
also be made inspectors under the wage, 
boards. I do not know whether he was 
re~lly sincere, or whether there ,,-as a c ,,r. 
tain amount of drv humour in what he 
s-1id; but I am afraid that sort of amend­
ment would hardly work. Personally I 
thin' that nothin,: but really good common 
sense _.nd good feeling between employers 
and employees will bring matters into a 
c ttisf·corv state. In this Hous-e many of 
us ~~1-J c -,::l)crts in different 1natters and have 
wh.-t m:J.y be r lleJ technical knowledge. 
MemL_rs like the hon. member for Brisban<', 
the hon. member for Ithaca, the hon. mem­
ber for Enoggera, and man:; of the farming 
representativ{_'S haYe such kno\vledge; and 
I 1 hink that if th' whole House of seventy­
two n1en1bers act. in a fair spirit, \Vithout 
part-- bias, and bring our best efforts to 
be. r en the subject, ,-.-e maY po•-sibly 
prodH something that ,_-·ill be• of hdp in 
settli: ;; indu,trial questions. I notice' that 
there is a Public Servants Superannuation 
Bill to como h·fore us. I found in my 
box a paper containing the regulations for 
the adr<Iission of candidates into the classi­
fier] ancl nnclassific--1 division• of the -orvicc; 
and, as thi • party stands for no class legis­
lation, it is somewhat myc' ifying to me that 
ther-- should b~ the-;e class divisions. I 
t:1ink that an:v Iad (•ntering an~Y department 
of the PubJic S-"'rvic~ in an:. capacity what­
c•:v cr s:10uld not bo restrictPd in any way 
from at'-1ining to the highes" position in 
the c•rvice, whether classified or not. Like 
Napoleon's soldier, h0 should carry a 
marshal's baton in his knapsack. Now, 
I ''""uld like to say a word or two on 
land matters. \Ve have had eight good 
years in the pastoral industry, and I 
i1otice that there is a keen and eager 
demand for grazing farms. vVith an­
other iOod year the demand will probably 
be keener. Probably hon. memb{·rs opposite 
will tell m of the l'"reat number of applicants 
' L.J ··1nnot fo!C't land: but jn many cases 
tho·-: applications are for picked spots. All 
the sanw, there is a very keen demand. 

Mr. HAMILTON : The demand exceeds the 
supply. · 

Mr. WIEXHOLT: I believe it does. But 
that proyes tho attractivenc<s of Queensland 
to people outside as well as to our own 
people, and shows they arc satisfied that we 
ha,;c good lands administration, with a fair 
and just Minister at the head. Large re­
sumptions are taking place; and I hope the 
Minister will be able to push on those re­
sumptions and have them open as soon as 
possible. The State is now getting a justi­
fied increase in pastoral rents; and it is 
onlv a fair thing, after a number of good 
seasons, that when many of the holdings 
become due for reappraisement of the 
rents, to arrange that the reappraisement 

should be made in time to get the benefit 
of these good years. Another matter 
is the settlement of the land in small areas. 
I am not one who believes in too wild an 
immigration policy. I bdieve that first of 
all we want to bP sure that our own young 
men are getting land. 

HaNOliRABLE MEMBER'.-: Hear, hoar ! 
Mr. WIE='JHOLT: 'The hon. meml;Jer for 

Burnett spoke particularly well, I though~, 
on this matter· and in his district there IS 
perhaps the lar·;,.est area of good Crown land 
which can be o nude available for really 
close settlement and which is handy. I be­
lieve there is an area of 3GO,v00 or 400,0QO 
acrP3. Th~ro are rnany young farmers In 
my district and other dictricts who want 
land to settle on, and I hope the Minister 
for Railways and the Minister for Lands 
will this session bring forward a railway 
that will open up this country for settle­
ment. I know thnre is a b"ttle of the 
route;; but I hope the railway will be 
pa•,s,:?rl, and special considt'ratio_n g1ven to 
the :young farmers of tho Fassifern, Rode­
wood, and other districts. They are real\y 
the best settlers we can have-(hear, hear.) 
-because they understand the falling . of 
scrub and other matters connected with 
settlement in this country. Another. matter 
is the prickly pear problem; and In con­
nection with that ·n1atter I \Vould 1nake .a 
suggestion I made before-namely, that If 
practicCLble the Government s~ould try and 
use prison labour in the eradH atwn of the 
pear. When I made the suggestion befo~e I 
,.vas as;;::ailed with "Chain gangs," "Russia," 
"Chean labour-!" end so on. That, howeyer, 
is not· my idea. I believe that prison 
labour could be Ub -d in this way, not only 
effectiyely in clearing pear couptry, but_ as 
a means of considerable reform m our prrson 
administration. So that nobody could say 
that a prison.-r was treated harshly, I v.:ould 
leave it optional whether he worked IJ_l a 
pear camp or not; and I would make 1t a 
privilege. I would give the gre_atest reduction 
in sent-ence to those workmg m prison pear 
c:m1ps-if necessary, four-fifthc, o_r e-ven 
more of the sentence. I never behoved m 
long 'sentences. Lot us ime,g~ne s~me unfor­
tunate has fiy.c or six years rn prison ahead 
o£ him. By good conduct he may perhaps 
get out in four and a-half years. If that 
prisoner had a certain an1ount of pear land 
given to him to clear and he kn~w that by 
working hard he could clear . It m a year, 
would it not be ,t;ood for him to have a 
chance of tackling the work? And . would 
not the moral effect of haTing won hi_s own 
freedom by his own work enable hi!" to 
come out a better citizen than after si_mply 
putting in four or fi_Ye year_s in an ordmary 
prison? .\17-other _objectior;. IS that we should 
be interfermg with outs1~c )abo';lr. . That 
might be a rc-:hOnable objection If It were 
a fact, but if you vi~it St. H_elena or any 
of our prisons you will see_ pnsoners work­
ing at saddlery and the maln_ng of p_mt po_t,, 
and so on. Surely that is mterfermg_ with 
outside labour. I hold that if ther? IS one 
occupation in which they will no_t mterf?re 
with outside labour it would be m clearmg 
prickly pear. I should like to .sa_:r a. word 
or two with referenoo to the mmmg mdus­
try. That industry, I own, I know_ v:r:r 
little about, but it is peculiarly . gratifymg 
to find that we have on this si?e ~f the 
House representatives of the mi;n!"g rndus­
try. I have frequently heard mimng J!I~Ill­
bers on the other side speaking on mmmg 
matters, and, to do them justice, they are 
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a.~~a:ys adv-,Jcatc: of good hotn·s, healthy con­
dihous, :tnd guod ">'<ages for n1incrs, and I 
say '· (~Od luck to . then1_" in advocating 
thee·, tllllll,/· I believe th .;, nYJmbers on 
this side of tho Hou •J who repro' .nt 
1ninin r:; cJn:-titU<vl1Cie:::; ... ,, ill not be less 
k •3;1 in their advocacy of those things 
for 1nin L. _.3,__[ 'h~::. 1n1e time I a . .G 

01 Op~niC'1 th~ fi~t 1nh,r J OllPC ite haY'3. [>_\0..:.1 
too LH..LTO"\: in thPir views. It is no use 
getting; ood ( ·)nditions for the n1en if "ou 
do not al' 1\Y tL'; industr to exist. }\_:;:_~m­
bc. . hostil" to the 

con1pany, :_;,nd 
as livjncr near 

iny{; ted their sav-
a.ld it appears 

nY~n , n'-- other small in­
given equal consideration 

rrho bon. l110il'lbC'r for 
spoke m.:l·remciy nicely 

·prescn, 'ltives '\Yhcn hr~ 
ho1 money had been 

Fpt -1 I r1-n assure him 
that fer one will be ready 
to h-_.lp ._ 11g1 rs ~~ anything ¥:'h~ch 

proHlOl"' L1~ :}ro.~-~ern:T of tl1e 1111n1ng 
.", . F .. r!_li!1.· n1c.:~1b·~rs kno·.1 "\vhat 

tl: ~ 1nining in(h;:.:>tn; he.:; been .~nd can 
l::L t8 the pLr . ..;Oru tlL'., 'ropn·<'2:1t, but there 
a1 other .r 0 greJtpr r, a-:0ns whY one 
wi0:~1e~ soc' tho n1inins industry flOuri~h, 
and one tha.t minir-3" brings and keJ~Js in 
the [' tatJ a b1g:rer population than alrno~,t 
all-- '-Ahrr inc1 us;n;~ and "\Ve k:no\v tho ncfd 
'' L .Yo for poymla!-iun. If th·J country 
has 8Y{~r to fight for its existence we can 
df'jH_~rd U!JOn the 1njnc , who are as fino 
~-nd as staunch a tody of men as "\Ve haYe 
in tl> ~ State, and who 1\ ill 'J • the back bon,, 
of · emu•,._.-. I r<'membC'r that J\!Iacaulay 
in one~ of_ hi·. pc ~ms-p·.~·rhaps th0 hon. m{·Jn­
ber for H.c ':han1r _o_l coulr' quote it better 
th n I can, ~-!-J'.:l-

" The u;:rved 1niner;:; pourEd to war 
fron1 1\fendip' s sunless ca ve3." 

And I think we shall fin_: the mi.,ers a great 
'"' to tho State in our hour of need. I 
do nc+ wish to say ::m' rhin: further, except 
t::'-'" 01 ' pomt, c"ld ~hat is that hon. mem­
.:._,,:-rs opposit,, aro continuaiL~ accusing u.;., of 
not bPin~· ~:nt -~I''r'. I cannot quito see ho~\7 
the_;, can b·, siLccre themselves. For yeats 
now they have k<Cn fighting on their plat­
form of socisJi:rH. That. they say, is prac­
ticJ.!ly the whole object of tlwir d, -iTc. 
Lately th--y have had cc1trol of the Federal 
ParliaP'lcnt, and they ha Ye also had absolute 
control 

1
of the No.rthern Territory, which 

after alr only consists of a few r-.cttle sta­
tions, and about 1,100 or 1,200 'vhite people 
and a few Chin am n. I believe that overv 
one of those stations could have been bought 
at a comparatiYely reasonable price, and if 
members opposite and their nartv are sin­
cere in their professions of s.ociaiism, they 
had a splendid opportunity there to put it in 
force. Is there anv territ.orv which is so 
open and so we-ll adapted for· an experiment 
in socialism as the Northern Territory? 
Hon. members opposite laugh. That. -is 
exactly what I expected they would do when 
I m1de this suggestion; they are not game 
to try socialism on a big scale. Exneri­
ments in socialism ar<' somewhat difficult 
where there are vested interests, and :vet 
membars talk about about making them in 
such places. But in the Northern Territory 
we have a vast area of land, it is virgin 
country and has only a small population, 
and one would have thought that socialists, 

[l!f r. Wienholt. 

eYcn if it 1ovas only out of curir·-;ity, and 
eYen if it cost a fev.- 1nlllions, \Yould haye 
n'la,Ie J- trial of socialis1n in that territor,. 
But they haYe not made the ccttempt. 

i\lr. llAl\UL'I'CN: The3 haYe taken oyer a 
territory that is tied up with leases· for 
twenty, thirty, fort,-, and fifty years. 

Mr. WIENHOLT: I believe there is not 
one of thoc'l leases that could not be bought 
to-day. I am pleased that the Lib< \·al party 
have been returned by the country, not so 
much for what thev have done as for what 
it is hoped the.1· will do. I believe it is not 
the man who puttoth on the armour, but 
the man who takes it off, who should boast, 
and I hor-o this Housr v·ill-with the 
help of the Opposition II possible, if 
not without thorn-do good work for 
Qur ensland. I hope also that at the end of 
this Parliament we shall leave the State 
more prosperous than we found it. By 
" prosperity" I mean general prosperity, 
nor the~ pr(, '}H.:rit~- of one c~rr.:lf I like to 
;ee prosperity spread throughout the State, 
from the big- man-if you like to call mm 
bY ;,~_"t l1<1In••~~down to thB h Jnhl··,st .orker, 
alld. especially ckrks in officf" 1 •· ho (~0 not, 
I think, got too fair a share of things at 
present. If we do that thio Parlianv nt will 
not ha Ye been elected in vain. 

HoNOcRABLE ME;mER,: Hear, h eor: 

Mr. FIHELL Y (Paddington) : It is very 
refreshing indeed to find that we have one 
Australian on the other side of the House 
who can get away from party shackles, and 
give us an outlin~> of wh«t should be an 
Australian idt al. (Hear, hear 1) I cannot 
go all the wav with him in his strictures 
with regard to the Northern Territory. I 
do not think he is fully conversant with the 
facts of the matter. However, on his 
general ideas he is to be comp1imented. 
C-r·rtainh- ~-~-~- a~e in 1'l.irkr·' contrast 
with the pu,vi:,h, parish pumpiom of the 
hon. member i:or ~Jurilla, and also ',•:ith 
the ;;mug, shalJoy; hypocrisy oc ·. the 
Treasurer. The hon. member for Fass1fern 
said that the appeal to the Commonwealth 
for a rnilitarr force 'vas an h \ sterical one. 
I do not think there can oe "two opinions 
about that. But I do not know that Major 
C..hill. the Commi:<sEionor of Police, will 
c rc about hearinu: that condemnation from 

mPml Br on thr Govern'Tiont side of the 
Hom·. \Vc know about tho hysteric,!] appeal 
of 'he Premier, and · ... , c are glad that thr· 
Prime ~ Iinistcr of tht· CommunwcnJth kept 
his head suf;';cionth ·>ell to rep] v that he 
'" ou:d not C.)unt.n.nance the use of the mili­
tary in a mat'or of purely domestic polity. 
'l'he PrimP '1/Tini ·icr suggr•,ted that the 
Pre-.nier of QuecnJl;l ~1d '~::;;; affE'ctcd in some 
way by , ~e !noon, nnd the remarks of the 
hon. mom her for Fas' if ern bNr out that 
surmise. Thf' maL who adYi,:ee! His Exccl­
lcncv s •ems to have been the' most hysterical 
of nJl t.hosc who Wc·re ~onc8rned in the affair. 
I pron JSE' no~.v to dNl I ,'·it h t.'·lC Treasurer's 
r:-·mnrks rPz uding the strike. The hon. 
gentl01nan posed a p~·ac,~n1aker. 

Tho 'I'REAn;mu : H(':Jr, hf'ar! 

1\Tr. lei HELL Y: I do nCJt think the hon. 
gentleman has convinced himself that he is 
a peacem,,ker. There is not an atom of 
siPe>erity in his profPssions. If he wore a 
pea.c~··maker. is it r.ot probable that he would 
have consult!-d his colka;:,ue, the ·Minister 
for Lands. who is solicitor for the man who 
plmwed Brisbane and Queensland into in­
dustrial distress? \Ve have circumstances 
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existing in the Government circle where one 
Cabinet Minister is adviser of the Crown 
and taking money from the public purse 
for his advice, and at the same time his 
firm are t3,king n1oneys a atlvise.._~s to the 
t::a::n\var propnetary. 

}ll'. IluNTER: Di~..;raceful. 

:Clr. ]'lHELLY: I do not know if the 
Hon. the Trca,;ut·.·r saw that aspect of the 
case vv~H:n he "'a r_dUres:ing the House last 
ni•2ht. 

TJw TrtEASL'-:ER: It is an a.~pcc:t o£ the 
Ct· ~ ,:wt did not ex:st. 

~Lr. Fli~ELLY~: It is a fat: t. (I-Icar, 
hedr !) Vie u.:nne along thJ Trc::t.surer~s 
Jrgum-!nt·, which up amount to 
SaJ.ing to t-he other sir~o, "l-ou dcn·t like 
it." j_It.: nl--0 rc -:.d U:: f'CY.]Ll..l 1 :tt<.:rs, .and also 
fell ba: !, on the :Prcc- cuttinT which •.cem 
to be L2.' m"in poliey of the pr~•-cnt :\linistrv. 
Ccr' ~inl._, t,:ns -"-llini)-r. ~--ill go Jown fo 
pol:l <LJ " the Liinistry of PrE'~s cuttings." 
(Or;on· laugh: 'r.) :;\lathing original has 
enHnJ"t•J frm:n ~bat side --nothing original 
wlutGCYf'r. The Tru,surDr ;-:_rave tho House a 
little lr :turctLe lnst nisht. but I wo.1ld re­
mind him that at one time he accused a 
cert_ ·in rnan n· med \Villi, ~n I<:idston of 
havi~1g 1-'('t'n ·d;·un1n1ed ou: o1 li'alkirk. 

0PPOSITIO~~ J~dE?"IBERS: I-I ear, hear! 

:Sr. FIHELLY: He accu ed him of that, 
and Y' ". after·' :rd,; he .<.t in the ,,,une 
Ministr:· 7ith him. Whether th"' Treasurer 
know it was a lie at the time he said that 
we do not know, but we know that it was 
aftr.w.:rds distinctly proved to bo a lie, and 
I do not know that that statement by the 
Treasur<>r was ever publicly retracted. · Con­
sequently, when we find tho Treasurer and 
~.finist<>r for V\' arks sitting in this House 
what can we think so far as his remarks and 
opinions are concerned. Can we take them 
as beinz honest? I don't hesitatB to answer, 
we nnnot do so. 

iUr. BHE~LL'< : He has gon.e out to get some 
adnc-e from the Premier. (Onposition 
laughter.) -

Mr. FIHELL Y: There was one matter 
which the Treasurer refrained from touching 
on when he was wiping the floor with the 
han. member for Cairns and other members 
the other night. 

:'.Ir. O'ScLLIYAN: He thought he was wiping 
th8 floor with them. 

Mr. FIHELL Y : Yes; he thought he was. 
The Treasurer did not say a word about 
a CC'rtai!' carton' wall''~ board in Rockhamp­
tou. I nave a very vivid recollection that the 
han. m '!'her for Keppel charged the Trea­
surer wit.h ,su ~p:ndm,, thG award of the 
carter:,' wa:;cs board in Rockhampton and 
subsequently makim; an Order in C;uncil 
aboli hing- thn board altoc-cther. The Trea­
surer finds that ho has a vcr'r convenient 
appointmnnt outside just at this particular 
time. (Laughter.) At any rate, that is one 
litth: m.·ttcr which he did not dwell upon at 
all. He ,, :ts 'Pry 1\00d in giving the details 
of D ccmfidenti:tl document. which I under­
st.ood he m"dc confidential himself. 

OPPOSITION l\IEMBEES: Hear, hear! 

Mr. FIHELL Y : I think the Treasurer 
suggested that ii ·should be made confi­
dential. (Hear, hear !) What was it he 
quoted? Just the usual fp]icitations to the 
chairman from members of a board at the 
clos2 of its sitting. 

l\Ir. 'I'HEODOHE: The usnal amenities. 

Mr. FIHELL Y: Yes; the usual hyp0crisies. 
(LaughteT.) Ju:,t in the same way that hon. 
1nernbors coug-r,~ltulate new I11mnbers here 
ou the w~y Llwy rnado their :first speeches. 
As a matter of fa,ct, we all do that sort of 
thinr·. \Yhile rcfeaing to the new members 
I wish to compliment the mover of the 
),_,'d,·,_ ;s in Reply-(laui

0
·hter)-ancl also the 

sennder of that motion. (Renewed laughter.) 
I think they arc both an acqui. ition to the 
House. (Laughter.) I mean that. (Re­
newed laughter.) The Treasurer in quoting 
frorn this documE,nt forgot to rnention . t~_._at 
the J Y'<'ro tho ordiuary common-plaG·e fehmta­
tions-the garden variety of felicitations, to 
get down to the !anguage of the hon. ,,lem­
bor for :'lurilla. (Laughter.) 

:\fr. Jl:loRGA:-!: You sGem to like the mem­
ber for l\Iurilla. 

:\lr. FIHELLY: \Ve like him Yc·y Bll; 
but in his speech he could not get away from 
his pocldy calves. (L,ughter.) I inte~ded to 
deal with maLtcrs contained in the Addres• 
in Reply .,, hen I first got up, hut the~.sensi~le 
remarks of the hon. member for li 3'\Sifern 
co: ·.ing on top of the inanitioo of tl. • hon. 
member for :\lurilb rather put me off tho 
Addre·~·d in Iteply. However, it vvill be 
generally "drnitt~cl that it is a coiot;rless 
document. The hnn. member for Pol't Curbs 
l"cmarked last night that a lot of the things 
'=~ere dead and were bein::; re"SUrrectEd. :'nd 
·ceo me of thc::1 ought to be Sur ic d. 'The Tra~e 
Di· putes Bill is not found in the Governor·s 
Spc·ech. So far as I can C·3e the only con­
tentious matter is the Liquor Bill. The In­
dustricJ Peace BiH is hardly a contentious 
matter, bec.use, personally, I am inclined 
to :-gree with it. Whether it deals wrth the 
prevention of strike". ?r not I (_L) . no~ know, 
but a maL cannot give a.way hiS ,rf edam 
altogether. When all else fails the men must 
have their right to strike. You "·ill find 
advisers of the Crown, like the Treasurer, 
who simply incite;., class \var, and yet he co1nes 
along to the floor uf this House and poses as 

_l an.,ei of peace. ThA same hon. membN 
will abolish the awards of wages boai:ds and 
yet say that you should not strike because 
you have a wagec. board to deal with your 
case. In fact, one member on this side 
said the Governn1ent worH more like rnoon­
li,-htf'rs than men who had the welfare of 
the country at heart. 

',Ir. }LU'ILTON: Thcv Sll' •Jendr 2 the 
\C_j_ori-:'~ und Shop', Act 'durir r;{. the strike. 

Mr. FIHF,LLY: DNling with tb' !;"' n0ral 
sh·ike, I. think ihc country is tired of 1t-;full 
np of it. J think i-hat membr-·s on ~oth sides 
have simply wearied the FJ;ouse with :yards 
of quotations about the stnkc-the stnkc­
the strike. The strike is dead. 

Mr. BOOKER: You arc wearying '; 1- '"\Y. 

Mr. FIHELL Y: The ho:1. memb r ,,-ill 
be ;;·earied more before I have finished. IV e 
are f:: irlv tired of the details of the strikE', 
but the 'thing we haYe taken no notice of 
is the moral of the strikG, and ":h .1- is to 
be deduced from it. All I know is that the 
employe< s lost, the employers ]o,t, ancl tho 
countrv has to foot the bill to the ex: 'nt of 
£25,000. Ron. members on the othn- side 
do not seem to realise th"t in 1910 the Go­
vernment put the first match to that little 
fire. After that they fanned that match with 
comiderable vigour, and it culmin,ted in 
this appeal for the military, then the flour, 
and subsequently the newspaper ?ut.ti~gs, 
"nd, amongst other things, a little vwtlmisa­
tion. (L,ughter.) I will not deal with the 

J.Ir. Fihelly.] 
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details of the strike, but I want to lay 
stress on the blundering stupidity of the 
Government, which neglected, first of all by 
Order in Council, to deal with the wearmg of 
the badge. That regulation was not passed in 
a legal way. Mr. Justice Higgins pointed 
out at the very outs0t that that simple 
regulation saying that these tram !JC?ple 
should not wear the badge was not legalised. 
To le ."nlise it, it >hould have been passed 
bv an Order in Council. The Secretar.' for 

· Lands, the solicitor of the Tram. 
[7.30 p.m.] wa"cs Company, probably ad" 

vised that it was not necessar;·, 
and tho samo hon. gentleman, in consulta" 
tion probably with the Attorne.1 "General, 
advised the Government that it was un" 
necessary to issue a proclamation regarding 
the military. The Government blundered 
right through. Nothing they touched seemed 
to go right, and from a lc·gal aspect or a 
common"sense aspect nothing at all was done 
in correct order. Now, when some more 
political capital is going to be made out of 
the strike-because all the political capital 
has not yet been made out of it, although 
the present Government has been returned 
with a blank cheque-the Liberal party in 
the Federal Parliament want to keep it going 
until their misrspresentations can get amongst 
the people during the next general election. 
And yet all of this great strike business, upon 
which our destinies seem to rest for the next 
six or ten years, is due to an inept and 
stupid Government-a Government that has 
not even an atom of common sense, and has 

· not done• one thing in a regular and autho" 
rised v;&c·· Tho Premier gave us an e<hibi. 
tion of Billingsgate. As a young member, I 
expected some policy from him, oome p>:: ,,_ 
ing reference to what he might do in the 
future. I do not mind a gentle cock~a-doo· 
dle-doo over their victory-for it was a real 
victory-although not so real as hon. mem­
bers opposite imagine; but tho hon. gentle· 
man had a portfolio of Press cuttings, worn· 
out efforts of some penny-a-liner that 
we had rc·ad. and stuff that hon. members 
had given their constituents by the yard, 
and that some hon. members opposite had 
learned by heart. The hon. gentleman in. 
suited our intelligence by offering this in 
reply to the fin-2 speech of the leader of the 
Oppo.• 'tion. Amongst other things, the hon. 
gentlem:.·n spoke of people who wore dis­
graL • to this great Queensland. It does not 
rankl· very much with me, but I think that 
if there is any individual, whether in Parlia­
ment or out of it, who has abused the Com­
monwealth Government s.nd the Common· 
wealth 0f Aush·alia with th0 Fame freedom 
as the hon. gentleman, he should be ashamed in 
his little anti-national and State-fright way, 
to talk about disgrace. If there i one indi· 
vidual I hold in contempt, it is tho reaction­
arv f',;;.ti- \ustralian, the nutn who has convJ 
to' A·JStralia and prospered, and who eric' 
" Ptinking ftsh" about our great country. I 
am ynrv p!easnd that tho hon. member for 
Fa,.i:.•rn gave the hon. gentleman indirectly 
such r splendid lecture on what patriotiwn 
should l ·. In thG Premier's argument the 
affair of the pawnshop had to appear. 
\Veil, I ,,·:ant to dvc some more "pawn· 
shop." The Premier found it necessary to 
quote thP B1tlletin, which is always right. 
It does not matter what it says, it is always 
right. It can be quoted for itself and 
against itself for the next thirty years, but 
it is always right because it is the B1tl· 
letin. Perhaps it would not be out of place 

[kf-r. Fihelly. 

to give the hon. gentleman some of the 
B1tlletin back. I do not go m much for quo· 
tations and I do not feel too happy when 
other {uembers are reading yards of them ; 
but this is wh.,.t the B1tlletin had. to s~y 
about pawn.hopo, amongst other thmgs, m 
its la'·t issue-

" Queensland has been going th,e whole 
hog. This shows . how the Northern 
State's lo:cn expenditure has bo~n shap. 
ing :-19rci. £225,466; 1906, £297,624; 
1907, £683,570; 1908, £1,033,676; 1909, 
£1,247,821; 1910, £1,486,216; 1911, 
£1,995,301; 1912, £3,324,248 .. Tl;o mOJ_lCY 
has of course

1 
been sp 0 nt 1n c,p-0-n1ng 

up 'the cum try '--the same old opera­
tion on '·· hich £44.750,000 had allc2;';'dly 
been spent bAorc last year started. 

I think that is meant as sarcasm, because 
the words " opening up of the couutrs" are 
quoted-

" Yet, though £79 13s. had been spent 
to open up the country for eve~y man, 
woman and child in it, the JOb had 
either been done so badly, or the ?ountry 
takes such a vast amount of openmg up, 
that another £5 Ss. per head had to be 
poured intCJ the same sink last year; a':d 
apparently still more must be poured I~ 
before the country can hold any addi· 
tiona! people. When will this farce 
end?" 

This is the Bible of hon. members opposite 
that I am quoting-

" Or frankly does the Denham Go­
vernm~nt belie~e ·that the £48,000,000 
already spent has only developed the 
country enough to hold 610,000 people?" 

Rather a fair argument for those who be­
lieve in the eternal loan policy, and who, 
like the hon. member for Murrumb~, _would 
like to borrow £5,000,000 and spend It m one 

year---;, If it can hold more people with the 
present development, then this seems a 
proper time to keep out of the pawn­
shop." 

That is what I told the Premier the other 
day-that this was the proper time to keep 
out of the pawnshop, as we have had seven 
or eight surpluses. The Tr.easurer boasted 
about his surp!WJes. whwh are mostly due. to 
rain and other lumps of luck. But,_ n'?twit_h­
standing those surpluses, our credit ~s strll 
pretty bad, or at least not good-I wrll put 
it that way. I shall now quote mo1:e o_f the 
Bulletin-

" During the next twelve months the 
State has about £3,000,000 worth of 
lOU's falling due; and, since it hasn't 
any cash in hand wherewith to buy up 
those lOU's, it must borrow £3,000,000, 
even though it doesn't spend a cent on 
public works during the next twelve 
months." 

Of course we know that, but the fact that 
we were aware of it does not get away 
from another fact-that we are going to 
have a little trouble in borrowing the money. 

Mr. GRAYSON: Don't you believe in bor­
rowing? 

Mr. FIHELLY: I will give you my policy 
upon borrowing in time, but I will say ~hat 
I do not believe in going mad on borrowmg. 

Mr. GRAYSON: They do not want railways 
in your electorate. 
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Mr. FIHELLY: The hon. member thinks 
there is nothing in the world· except a littl" 
tinpot railway running from one bacKyard 
to another. The hen. member wants a 1·ail­
way running from a sandy-bedded creek mto 
8\·er· yard of corn in the Cunningham. 
There ar,-. bigger issueo·• than provincial 
rail,vays-

" And in 1915 a beautiful little lot of 
£11,728,000 will have to be argued in 
one piece." 

\Vell, that is a fair argument even for those 
who believe in a big loan policy. 

" If Dc'lham had to climb Bellenden 
Ker to save his life, it might be a 
Bnsiblc thing to prepare for it by doing 

a 5-mile sprint; but that plan would be 
much more liable to leave a corpse on 
lhe track." 

Tl.at is ull tho Bulletin. I would not have 
botlr· .. J qt<Jtiu, the Bull· :m at all, only 
lwn. nwmbol'~ on tl~c other side sav it i~ 
gr-cp. L ::\lemhrs, hke tho hon. mzmber fo.~· 
~vJu,·illa, "ho c<Lnnot think rmBocutively, rush 
to .te Ftu/l;;t:n. {Laughter.) 

: 1r. ~~-HlTE: \Ye don't •vant th~ B1llletin 
. over L-•!"-c. 

'"''· FlHlcLLY: The Premier insisted that 
we hould have it. \Ve go a little further 
wirh the Premier in his authoc-ities. He 
qu?t-ed the .Fedo.ral Attorney-General on the 
stn1w matter. 

c\lr !\TOlW-l"': ·uoe your own brains, if you 
pc ,'ss any. 

;.:r. FIIIELLY: l\ly friend, the hqn mem­
bt'l' Ior l\Jurilla is talking al:-out a ~nbi0ct 
to which he is an absolute stranger-brains. 
(Opposition laughter.) The Premier quoted 
the :J, .lc•ral Attorney-General on the matter 
of rh,o c 1·ikc. He agreed '"ith the attitude 
o, tho Federal "\ttor,cy-General. and I want 
to r· .1, hin.: Doc.o he agree with the 
referendum no.w? Does he go the whole 
r·nimal with the, Federal Attorney-General? 
... \.3 1w n.l3{_J a~r{'·~d wit.h the FcdQrUl :r..IihistC'r 
for EKterna1 _\fTairs, is ho al~o going to 
accept the Commonwc.t!th Benk? Or is he 
~~·oi·;~,- to pick o·1t a littl<l bit lwrc and a 
litt.'e hit th<'re to 8how that. the Lflbour p;•,rty 
cnn thmk mdependently, flHd tloat ,. c are 
r:oi. lco:md and shackled to tlw cxt0nt. of other 
p<·o:1!e' Our me-mbers hav' absolute freedom 
of .hought, rrnd we can explain to tlw public 
what our opinions are on the strike, what 
we aL.' l.tpon every othc•r que;;tion affecting 
the public; but apparently our friends on 
the other side pick out one or two items 
from us and call them inconsistcmcic•, or 
n"e tlwrn to £la_y us with. ~lr. H uo-hes' and 
Jl4r. 0'~1,allcy have both been fighting side by 
s1de w1L1 us at tho last ,Q'C'ner.·d nlcctions, 
an~ I hop0 they will giv<' us a little bit of 
assJstanc · at the next State elections. Be­
fore I leave. tho strike altogether I "ant to 
dr";w. dl ·nhon. to tho Tram1oay Company 
Ill'" 1ts operations. Tb.1t "uch a monopoly 
shm1~d hr~ allow~d to {_·xist in Brisl ane is 
a scan<1 ~l. \Ve know it ha•' tho passive and 
a 0 t;,-p support of th0 Government, bnt such 
,, t'adl;v conclncterl affair, from th~e point of 
view -of the public convf'nience, should not 
be tolerated here, and it should certainl.v 
not be a 'lo1•·ed to p-o outside the Ad and 
make c-ont-racts with locnl authorities whereby 
it gets J'id of certain of its responsibilities. 
As matters no·.v stand. before one can get 
a tram tc a suburb within a decent distance 
of the city, th·~ threat is "You must pay 

[or the upkeep of the ro,td or you cannot 
qet a trttm, ., and that. to my mind, is 
nosponsible for the fact that nmts are high, 
becaus•· new suburbo are seldom opened up. 
Tho train:, only rro thGre after they are 
openo>d up. lt ·is quite different in Sydney 
with the system of nationally-owned trams. 
They go in for pioneering-, like railways 
0onstructed into lhe Jistrwt of the han. mem­
ber for Cunningham-they go thero and 
pioncnr and help the people to open up 
new suburbs. Also as regards electric light, 
this c>mpany seems tD b·' able to distribute 
r lc·clric light everywhere and anywhere. 
A short tin:,, ago, I recollect. the SDuth 
Brisbane :\Iunicipal Council could not get 
u. Bill through this House to allo.w them tD 
manufacture ele0tric lig-ht. A municipality 
---hoee profits ·~o for the benefit of the people 
• ·ho rr -.irle in that city, could not get per­
mi-.;irn to make dectric lic<h+ for their own 
1~..- 1efi.r,, y0:f; the Tram,vay,:; Compa!ly are al­
;c:v od sun ptiti-wsly to sup;ol_y light all over 
tho cit• of Brisb.··ne, in r>:Jmpetition with the 
people 'who are supposed to have the real 
monopoly, which is just n·, bad. 

:.\'r. IVHIT·~: You ought to be dad. 

:i\ir. FI .lELL Y: I am not glad of any 
~·whr;:;lC' \vl!er-eby such a company as the 
Tram~:.Ly Cornpany C'tll makf? mo.ney. ~his 
Yidory we hec:l'd ,'·O much about a short hme 
f' ~o-l ad mit it is rather substantial in this 
House, l-ut at the same time, in justice to 
u .. it must :JJso be admitted that we had no 
oay in framing the electorat0s. Hon. mern­
lwrs Dn the other side say they had no sa,y, 
in the redistribution. but I think it panned 
out admirably for them. 

Mr. WHITE: By J eve, it did. 

!\1r. FIHELLY: However, they certainly 
have a preponderanc-e of members in this 
HoU'•9, but when you anal_y.;e the votes it 
ia found that there were 110,817 votes cast 
in favour of Government candidates, and 
108,215 votes cast against them. Why, after 
all the mag·nificent strike, mcmbO's on the 
Trr tsury hQ'J_ch have only increased tht>ir 
yote b:v nc•,rly 30.000, whereas we have in­
crei\sed our vob bv 40,000. The differcnc-~ 
between tho t1oo, when all is oaid and done. 
is only 5,602 vot-es, and on that ratio, out of 
the sixty-seven "·"at-, contested, there would 
haYe been thirtv-four and one-third on the 
Governm '"t .side-and I put the membt>r 
for Murilla down as the one-third-(laughter) 
-and on the Opposition side there would be 
thirty·hYo and two-thirds. (R-enewed 
laughter.) I »ould remind members op­
posite o.f tho state of affairs prior to the last 
Fc>deral elections. At that time we were 
about 35,000 behind in the total number of 
vo.tes--or. at anv rate. we were not less 
than 20.000 behi;d. This time we were only 
5.000 behind, and I fancv tha.t. notwithstand­
ing the blood party in· the Federal House, 
who h.ave . been howling for blood all the 
month, and who have hung up public busi­
ness because they could not get blood-not­
withstanding that party, I fancy we are 
going to capture the Senate and the House 
of Representatives. and I do not think Mr. 
Fisher need be a bit troubled .. althougli a 
certain member scored votes where Mr. 
Fisher happened to go and also where 
Mr. Fisher did not happen to go. I 
think members on the opposite side should 
feel rather ashamed of the Ministerial 
exhibition that has been made during 
the last few weeks. There is our friend, 
the Home Secretary. His voice. apparently, 
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is the ' ill'gcst aRwt at the; present time on 
the Trtc;. 'll'Y 'bench. He certainly has 
.10 r~.:.Json or logic, and the hon. :.:.<.!ntlc­
L,m :,c- J noc ~hiuk that by merely singing 
out at the top of his voice that he can 
-,.in an.Y a.rgun:1enr. Cert.:;,inly a loud voice 

\: ry clfcctivc, but I think we could all 
"'ct so ::1ethiug in the speC'ch similar to 

a.d• enisomcnt of tho puppy out­
grarnopbon(::-vve could detect the 

vole_ I think we '\Ycre listen­
i ,- g to the 1naster's voice through the Home 
SecL_:h ry, and \Vh-~ther he gL,ricd in tho 
o:-~plc-it- of special (·)l1t:d . .able";, ox 11ajor 
C:- \ill. or uot, o!' \:br:her he gloried in thoso 
brutalities \vhich 'V€re perpetrated during 
f _c strike tir 'O DT not, certainly lie did not 
HJJp~a.r \ ery sincure, and if Hansc::_rd were 
il' \trat:·d, I far,cy tl1G hon. gentleman v auld 
t-~~ 2n 1.~·i~-~, his toneT-~ in his cheek. _'l. 

of him \ o~rld be thc.·e, and he 
llOt b:-· looking at all in tarn-est on 

Heese rnattc~_·s. He ; aye us a long list of 
dym mite and soft soap-Cahill's soft soap. 
'The dynamite has bee?n proved to · be 
eoft soap. But the hon. member had a 

,.!k-over in hi:· eledoratc, and had no usc 
for . he so.ft t.oap. Thtrc is tt probability 
that H . t mry be the cau~e. However, it was 
a roc uliar coincidence that all the soft 
wap \'. c J po"sibly dicc~overed by those who 
;1ut it the -·c In the old world, where 
dy:,,Lmih io, apt to be us:'d in a gentle sort 
of Jy, t'.e tn .t di:<·over}- is made by 
the fact th·1t something· is blown up. Hero 
the ]Qng arm of coincidence went so far that 
every l"'lan in the town could find dynamite. 
Even when a few school urchins put a couple 
of pebblco, on the tram rails, thev were 
turned into huge boulders. \Ve ln!ow tho 
HDm(-~ Secretary control;- a very effici-ent 
force. One '·';ould think that with all that 
dynamite about he would be able to sheet 
hon1c J1e crirno t-o at least one or two­
a::d it " 1' a crime if dynamite v ,~s pur on 
tile tram rails. (Hcctr, hear!) You \•ould 
th;nk with all those specials roving about 
ih' hc:eh and strc<,t. cornen,c that they 
could dove1op some Sherlo.ck Holmes in­
stincts. ,ud get on the trail of the 
dynamiters. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER: It was not there 
long enough. 

Mr. FIHELL Y: I am afraid it was found 
in each case by the individuals who put it 
there; otherwise I would say that Major 
Cahill's force is a very clever and efficient 
one, only for the one point that is lacking­
to prove their efficiencv th0y should have 
drsccwerE~] one of the perpetrators. (Hear, 
hear!) Out of that noise-I think some hon. 
member called it stage thunder-out of that 
noise on the part of the Home Secretary, 
I would like to see him show his sincerity 
a.'1d te· t the strike in one direction. \Vhy 
docs he not prosecute the strike com­
mittoe? If the strike was such a viciotn 
outbreak, and all the strikers were guilty 
of sedition, there is a i!ood chance of 
prosecuting the strike committee. They can 
be found ; their address is well known to the 
police, and it will be quite as interesting in 
the police court as the game of two-up. With 
regard to loan expenditure--

Mr. WELSBY: Now we are going to get it. 
Mr. FIHELL Y: The han. member wished 

to know my policy about loan, I think the 
first part of that policy would be a rational 
way of dealing with any loan that we re­
quire, and I think it is time that we realised 
that the Commonwealth is the right party 

[Mr. Fihelly. 

to raise loans for the State. They will get 
the money on better terms than we could 
ever hope to get it. Their credit is better, 
and if our ..\iinistry would recover from 1ts 
neriodical att.wk of State-frightism, and at­
tempt to get on better terms with the Com­
monwealth Government, they would find that 
they would save several hundred thousand 
pounds a year-that is, of cour·,e, if the Com­
monwealth would tolerate their mad extra­
vagance. In the Loan Bill put through a 
few days ago we saw the death of a. poor 
little apparition that had been standmg a 
couple of years. We had such a thing as a 
redemption of the debt, or a sinking fund, 
and it was wiped out in one stroke of the 
pen. Vv.,.ou!d it :·_._-t h"·'·' -~been wise for n1e1nb€rS 
who arc -0 e3t on loan, and like £3,00",000 
or £5,000,C00 a yoar, and who probabl:- leter 
on will p-o 11)1 to £10,0CJ,000--

Mr. FORSYTH: I will deal with }OU later 
on. I will give you a slating when it comes 
to the loan fund. (Opposition laughter.) 

Mr. FIHELL Y: I really feel very sorry. 
I am quite afraid. In connection with loan, 
would it not be a good idea to try ~nd 
((rapple with the sinking fund, try and put 
1t on :1 ~afe financi2l Lasis. on an act.uanal 
!:.1sis so that it c,,n be rc>dcomcd in pror er 
tin1 ?.' \Y e canuot go on bo.rro\ving for 
cve1·. A ,:ood1 deal of our n1onr.v has be~n 
spent upon works that are not reprodm '.ive, 
and thev at least. should be covered by a 
,inkino: ·fund. 

Mr.' HAMILTON: Western Australia has one. 

Mr. FIHELL Y : I do not think they are 
unheard of. I will now touch for a moment 
upon immigration. The bon. member for 
Burnett last night said we should look after 
our immigrants when they arrived here. I 
think the immigrants should not be dumped 
in the town, and allowed to struggle around 
the wharves and the trams, for the common 
every-day sort of employment. They are 
brought 'here for a purpose, and mainly that 
thm· should be drafted towards the country 
districts. Just now, the immigrants happen 
to be reproductive work-each one is worth 
£1 5s. per head ner annum, and I think they 
should be looked after in accordance with 
their value. In Sydney a while ago I had · 
occasion to go into our tourist bureau agency. 
I w .'nembcr a couple of years back, ('\u~ing 
the sug·u· strike. it- was used as a recruiting 
establishment for free labourers. 

Mr. HAMILTON: An agency for them. 
Mr. FIHELL Y: And since then I know 

for a positive fact that the office of the 
director was used by the representative of 
Young Bros., and the director himself was 
evicted-evicted with his own consent. It 
may hr. ve been with his own consent; at any 
rate, he handed the office over entirely to the 
representative of Messrs. Young Bros. wJ:o 
was recruiting free labour. The result. rs 
very obvious. During the late general str1ke 
the tourist agency in Sydney,. was picketed 
every day by unionist people. They thought 
it was going to be another agency for free 
labourers. However, the policy of the tourist 
bureau is not mainlv whctt I wanted to deal 
with; it is its utt€r unsuitability. It is "' 
satire on Queensland, and yet it is suppooJed 
to represent our l'esources, to g-ive an ide.a 
to the pa%~ing wayf.arer that Queensland rs 
a good place to go into, but it fails com­
pktd:v. 

Mr, COYNE: Haven't they the " Sacred 
Ibis " there ? 

lllr. THEODORE: They have boomerangs there. 
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Mr. FIHELL Y: Ye>, tlEy have boo'ner­
angs there. But inside tho inner sanctu1n, 
or sanctum sanctorun1, all I could see "\Vas 
the photograph of a pugilist like Bill 
Squires, sh 'ping up across two or three 
samples of Queensland wood, at an 
indiYidual who looked quite pur ,oacious 
on tho oth"r side That is one of 
our tourist agenciec A few dnily papers 
are st c' .n around tho table, and there an; 
SOlllO r :=>ro san1ples of Que-=:n.)land ~..,.,-ood in 
the out ··r umpariment. They ha' a win­
do'··· into which a drav seems to have been 
backed and omp'ied. ·Yet the Premier, a 
while ago, v. as down in that office, and 
he i back here perfectly sati--fiod that WG 
can ri•. al New Zc·cdand and New South 
\Vales. But just at the present I can 
assur" him it is more like a dust 
bin th.-.n :mything else. Now, I would 
lilm th" Mini -ter for \Vorks to listen 
while I cnake a few suggestions. The com-

monv.rcalth Govorn1nent are con­
[8 p.m.] tinually having public works 

cor ··tructed all over tho State; 
and the Stat0 Government carries out those 
works for the Commonwealth GovernmPnt. 
The Conm10nwealih Government have a 
minimum v age; but the labourers on Com­
monwealth work done by the State Govern­
ment cannot get that minimum wage, bG· 
cause the Minister for 'Works-and I· •,up­
pose hi' colleagues endorse his action-will 
not pay that minimum. It would be no loss 
to Queensland; in fact, it would be a r: tin, 
beciuse the more money that is spent on Com­
nlonwealth \Vork tho more comn'lission thn 
State Government is paid by the Common­
WC'alth C ovcrnmont. In every other part 
of Australia labourers on Commonwe,J+h 
work ae paid the minimum wage, and it IS 

a di,Tra< d that in Queensland they should 
be penalised. It is time the matter should 
be inr;ui ·cd into and rectified. I ha v0 a 
fe•: wordc to say '1JW in regard to the Edu­
ntiorr Dc:nrtment and imported labour. 
Our tc·acher.o are tho mos'. sweated of our 
public '.Ta'l's considering their respon ,i­
bil:: ies. They are supposed to "teach tlw 
youn~ idea ho'v to shoot,'' and they shonl· 1 

be p ,id fairly '' ,,)], and their promotion 
should not be interfered with. Tho Mini 
ter for Education paid the passages of cer­
tain individmls from England and gaYo 
them ". month's calary in advance;. He pn~. 
some of them :m : t £162 per annum, whik 
his ou1 teachers, who have proved their 
worth, remained at £142 per annum-where 
they -.·:ill remain all their livec, unless the: 
are willing to pass an examination which 
thosP other teachers were not asked to na• '· 

Th SC'CETA-:-:y FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
Thcoo t.-,-, hers have a higher qualification. 

Mr . .B'II-IELLY: One imported man had 
no qualification to speak of. 

The Sc..'RETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
That is not C'}rrect. 

Mr. FIHELL Y: It is correct. If it is not 
correct, I will show a gross inconsistency in 
what the h m. gentleman says, because a 
sho. t tin"" ago a man of similar qualifico.­
tion was appointed at £142. One man who 
i~ in Brish·ne at tho pr€-'lent ti1ne was ap­
poinkd at £162, but was not asked to pass 
th• same test as our local teachers who stop 
at £142. 

:i\1r. THEODORE: It is ccandalous tre:.t­
ment. 

Mr. FIHELL Y: Of course it is scandalous 
treatment. We have heard a great deal 
about the mining industry and about thG 

expenditure on deep sinking. I am of 
opinion that the Government should ceas;, 
expenditure on deep sinking unless they are 
going to try nevv ground. 'J1hg hon. rnembcr 
for G;·mpie talked about _gold below tho 
pre:,ent depth and only wantmg pers< 'eranpe. 
That is all non,~anF<B. The sa1nc ground ·was 
tried fifteen re.'rs ago and the money put 
into deep -ink.ing "as simply wasted. The cx­
uerts on GympiG will admit that. Therefore 
I say that if any money is spent on deep 
sinking, it should be on entirely new 
ground to the north or to the C•Juth. ·with 
regard to the Ju,tice Department, I cannot 
help referring to the little game of two-up 
they are pla.ying-a game which is infinitely 
more vicious than the other game. of two-up 
-in. the way they are distributing briefs to 
partisan candidates. If the Government 
wish to reward defeated candidates who 
stood in their interest they should find 
some other way of doing so. I do not 
think it is a good thing to put rejected can­
didates into another place either. If re­
jected candidat"s on the Government side 
are to be re,·:arded with Csdts in tho Uppe·· 
House--

An OPPOSITION MR?IBER: God help th~ 
other House. 

Mr . .B'IHELLY: If that is to b• done, 
I do not ,.~e what is to become of ropresen­
htive go' .:rnmont. The hon. member for 
Murilla said the Upper Hour-3 should be 
ekctive, but I know that hon. n.embo:· has 
a personal grudge to work off against a 
certain man who has been appointed. 

l\lr. MORCAN: Absolutely fal·-a. 

}Jr. I''IHELL Y: It is a purely electoral 
afflair; but the principle enunciated by thG 
hon. gent.lem~n is fcirly correct, which is 
surprising,_ coming, i;"tS it doc:3, from hin1. 
In the Ralb,ay Depart nont I think there are 
uny amount of abuses whic~1 could we-ll , ; 
d-- ~'<Jt 1.vith by "'J~ne of L 1_F~ big GoYennnent 
maJorily; aud I am glad tho hon. m·,mbor 
for ::\lnrilla con1p1-~incd ar:.d grum':__led all 
round. I think it is ab JUt Li_lno the railway 
experts roa1ised that the suburban rrilway 
G3rvic-e should be improve-:!. l"hcthor the 
improvement is to ta1'e the form of electri­
flcation or not I don·c lmoY'-cloough 
Victoria is trying that sJ "t:em-but the tram­
wavs should not he allowed to compete ·wiLh 
our rail' .·ays C'; they do at tho present time. 
The Railw.,y Department is altegether b"­
hincl in tLa; respect. Tho j\ 1 ini>'ter should 
also make innuiries into the commercial use 
of the n.·J:oorail. If the single rail is feasible 
at all it is criminal to go on with the 
\Vc,tcrn extension-; wilhout icoquiry into the 
UF3 to hich the monorail nuy be put. I do 
not think it would co,t much to make inquiry 
into the matter, and I am of opinion that the 
depc rbr1 'nt should take up the matter and 
ma:,e a report available to thi" House at an 
early date. ·with rcc~ard to the Department 
of Agricultnre, we have not had much of its 
work put before the House. l\Iost membe:rs 
will re~ollect the capo goo.-0berric' which 
"\Vere sent ho1no sou~\ and the pineapples 
which were sent home rotten. 

An HoNOURABLE }.I EMBER: During the 
strike. 

Hr. .B'IHELLY: No. long before the 
strike, when the present Premier was Minister 
for Agricult.ure. The question of abattoirs 
is one which the Government ought, certainly to 
deal with, without appointing a Royal Com­
mi,sion to report on it. There is no necessity 
for a Ro,"al Commission on that subject: the 
Common.;;,ealth meat inspector eould give in· 
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an hour <t report showing all that is required 
and how it should be done. I notice that. 
there are severar matters of importance ab­
sent from the Governor's Speech. One of 
the3G is a llH.:asure for water conservation. 
\Yhat are the Government going to do in 
th .t respect? Have the Government any 
intention of making proYision for irriga­
tion, or arc• they simply confining themselves 
to small abstract theoriu, which are dropped 
in between the elections? One member on the 
opposite side of the Hon"e remarked that he 
hoped to ~.-e a farmers' .i\linistry in Queens­
land. I should like to know if the Govern­
me;Jt 3,rc going to do auy real vvork in irri­
;.rating our back lands and conserving water? 
There is plenty of scope for irrigation in 
places wl1ich are served by railways at the 
prespnt timn, and it is a pitiable fact that 
this matter has brcen lost sight of in the 
Governor's Speech. Then, there is no men­
tion of any method for chPapening food. 

~Ir. BEBBING'l'ON: Can it be done? 
l\Ir. I<'IHEI,L Y: Certainly it can be done, 

but it caunot be done while farmers' repre­
sentatives support middlemen like the Pre­
mier and the Treasuree. Again, the housing 
of the people is a vital question, but that is 
not tonched upon in the Governor's Speech. 
\Ve have a \Vorkers' Dwellings Act, but why 
have we not in conjunction with that a State 
sawmill and State brickworks? Even under 
the \Vorkers' Dwellings Act a man requires 
some capital hcforc he can get a home for 
himself. I hold that any inuividuaJ in the 
State, .with or without capiul, should 1 .o 
assisted to build his own home, proYided he 
is willing to pay interest and redemption on 
the monev borrowed. In Sydnev the Chi<ef 
Secretary is trying to arra,;g, for a public 
dispensary \vhere medicinr ~ c 1,n he procun'd 
free of cost. Have th; Government. of 
Queen:-land over thought of medicines being 
distributeu fr<ec of cost to the people. 

The s~cnicTARY FOR AGB,ICULTcRE: Our 
people : re healthy. 

l\lr. FIHELL Y: Tho hon. member's 
majority i:; 'loout th:' OJJ!y thing that is 
healthy on the oth<'r :ide of the House. The 
hon. ·member for Drayton in talking about 
food prices forgot altogether that there is 
su, h a thing as co-partnership, or co-opera­
tion, and it is hardly likely that he will be 
reminded of it by the Treasurer. 

Mr. BERBIXGTON: I have had a good deal 
to do with co-operation, and know more 
about it than you do. 

Mr. FIHELL Y: The Treasurer, when re­
plying to a printing establishment deputa­
tion, a lit.tlo while ago, made several of his 
casuistic remarks. The leader of the deputa­
tion, a former member of !his Aeccmbly, 
beramo rather nettled by tho free and easy 
way in which he wao treated, and said if a 
public produce dopartn:ent was started that 
would not >Uit the Treasurer. The Trea­
surer admitted that it would not suit him. 
It does not matter what suits the people or 
the Stal:e. 0verythir,g is subordinated to what 
suits the Tn,asurer or his c0llcagues in their 
private. not in their public, capacity. \Vhere 
rio the people of the Sta to come in? Re­
ferrin again to tho psta1J!ishmcmt of public 
'!.bnttoir", I ask would it not bo a reason­
aHe thing i'or the Government to make such 
provi3iC' <.'9 would en,ure a supply of good 
'1Wl.i' iwt ocl of lumpy meat? In the Korth 
a few ,_,'cPk~ n~o a mu1c \veut strai~ht into 
n llF"Jatworks. and it never <--arne out. alive, 
(Laul!htcr.) \Vhatcver vny the mule came 
out, it t!id not come out alive. 

[llfg·. Fihel1y. 

Mr. BOOKER (TV ide Bay): Before ad­
dressing myself to the question before the 
Chamber, I should like to make reference to 
the late Mr. John Norman, who for many 
years represented the city of Mar,vborough, 
who served his cor.stituency and his country 
well, and who, I am in a position to say, 
endeared himself to every member of the 
Parliament he sat in. (Hear, hear!) With 
those few remarks I shall proceed to the 
question before the Hou,e, referring in pass­
ing to the divisions which have taken. place 
during the last two days on the questwn_ of 
observing the Standing Orders. On readmg 
the Courier this mor:ning I was very pleased 
to see that the Federal Government have 
passed Standipg Orders identical, or ~early 
identical, with our own, and that Mr. F1sher, 
the personal and intimate friend of hon. 
members opposite, went out of his way to 
emphasise the fact that the Standing Orders 
which have lately been aceepted by the 
House of Representatives haYe worked well 
in Queensland. 

Mr. HAMILTON: Not passed yet. . 
:\lr. BOOKER: I thernfore hope that 

hon. members opposite will be consistent, 
and maintain our Standing Orders. The first 
paragraph of the Governor's Speech appeals 
to every patriotic Queenslander. I feel that 
His Excellency has a very wide knowledge 
of Queensland and its great resources, and 
that he showed it when he penned that 
paragraph. There is a ring of wide know­
ledge of the country in it, and it is to be 
regretted that men of Sir William Mac­
Gregor's type are not in our Chamber. Their 
ripe experience and breadth of view Ymuld 
be a very big asset to the State, and would 
level up the tone of debate on questions hke 
that we are now dealing with. I could not 
help but foe! after listening to the . ~on. 
member for Paddington that the traditwns 
of debate in th·.· Queensland Assembly are not 
rising, but th,o;·e is a tendency in tho other 
direction. Rc.~rring to the first paragraph 
of the Speech, it clearly indicates that t_o 
carry out the great work of the moment-His 
Excellency mentions that we are just on 
tho frin'1e of it, and so \VC are-iti ~.J nece-;-

<tl'Y to find the n1eans to •carry out great 
Go;(;fJ1lll12'Dt works and d::- vel up our rc c'Jli'.i'C€'5, 

and that can onlv be done with money, and 
the Loan Bill that was dealt with last week 
was in that direction. In passing, I may 
say also that the men who have the grea!<o,t 
faith in Queensland are the men who pion­
eered it and who put in all their ener:ry 
and brains into it, so that they are in a 
position to-day to come to the GoYernment 
with large sums of money-aye, and trust 
rnoncy. too-in exchange for Gov-ernment 
scl'ip Only this morning, 1:hcn I was at my 
brr ~kfast, one of the old pioneers of <)uf} ns­
land came over to me and asked me wh·"ther 
the Treasurer would issue any scrip of any 
kind so that he could place a large sum of 
trust money. That is the best and most 
llfa•_::t,j;_ ~blo ny of indi<'tlting, uot only to 
our own people but to th<e financiers at hon;e 
who have lent us large sums of m0ncy m 
the past and who will lend us large sums of 
rnone:v in the future when we want it, a:1d 
at a ~easonable rate of interest. It is not a 
question of 3 per cont. or 4 per cent. when 
we want the money for .iudiciou· expendi­
ture. vVe have to employ a large number 
of people, and if WP want that money we 
muct g-et it, and it is not a matter of an 
extra * per cent. or 1 per cent. If we spend 
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that money properly, we will not only get 
back the interest and redemption from it 
hut we will also make a profit on our work: 
ings. Take our railways-where is there a 
finer example of Government administration 
!han our railways? Dealing with railways 
JUSt now I may say that the Loan Bill was 
largely in the direction of acquiring the 
nec~ssary means to carry out our railway 
pohcy. I heard-and I understand authenti­
cally-that one of the biggest railway con­
structors in the world is at present in 
Queensland, and he has made representa­
tions to the authorities. If the authorities 
take heed of what he says, and in a busi­
ness way, deal with such a proJ;OFal as this 
gentleman has offered, that will be the best 
way for the State to spend the loan funds 
and bring about better conditions. It has 
been the practice for many years back to 
build our railways by day labour. 

OPPOSITION ::i1E~!BERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. BOOKER: We have given day labour 
a fair show, and at the particular time the 
State decided to. build their railways by day 
labour I was with them. I am with them 
still so far as it is, but the time has arrived 
-and I say it distinctly-the time has ar­
rived for the Commissioner of Railways to 
take a check contract, and to see whether 
we, as a State, are gDtting the best results 
for our <cx:ponditure. 

GoVERNli!E)IT ME;I!BERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. BOOKER: If we are then I say 
"'Lot us build our railwa0 s by daj' labour.'; 
If we are not, then I say, ''Let the Railway 
Commissioner and let the Minister for Rail­
ways build railways in the most economical 
and at the satue tin1e in the n1ost effective 
way." (Hear, hear.) Put it thic wav: I 
am led to u:1derstand that tho gentlmo1an I 
an1 rcfcrrin~ to is prepared to do certain 
thing Kow we arc plcdgPd to a railwav 
polit. nsting eight or nino millions C:f 
n1ono~r", and if "\YC c .Jn -~-ve onc-ni ~th oi 
that i' _ 1cans a saving of .:.;1,\DO,OOO. Look 
ho\v maL v 1 -·ilos of raih·. av V\T c.'<n la> dovYn 
;:.:nd ho~_,-~ r:.1an:;~ 1nore fqtlare n1iles of rich 
country \H_' can open \vith that r::.1onL ·.• Is 
that not the JWO!kl' wac' to dc:1l with the 
great busiu" s '. e c re hero to control 9 After 
~JJ~ tho btLinc -: of th0 GovcrnrrH-nt is just 
the f.~·uue as running a priva:--} cone~rn, onlv 
that it is a n1uch hh:rger thing. \Vo ha -:~ 
great responsibilities a,; tru, tees in spending 
the pec·:1lo's money in the propGr and correct 
way. I say this ,-,-ith some knowledge of the 
subject-that thc•rc arr> railwav construction 
w\vorl~s going on that the Lest i:~sults arc not 
coming out of through ~he employment of 
day labour. I h:ne had 1t from one respon­
sible offic"r-I arn not going to 1ncntion his 
name, but I say it in all sincerity-that 
there arc ca 2s where men have been getting 
9s. a day. and tho work after its completion 
,chowod tha~ they wore not worth one-hal£ 
of that su:n. 

Go- EIC\MEXT MEolllEllS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. BOOKER: Thct sho\Ys the necc·osity 
of takmg a cheek contract to prove to thi· 
House rnd to tho country that \\·e are build­
ing these lines in th<" rno~t C'ff('ctivo "'\Yay. 

~lwr~ i one roi'lt I w?uld like to cmph;­
sise With regard to rarlw2ys, and thd i· 
that it is no usll building railways if vou do 
not pro,,ido them with sufficient l:olling­
'tock for the people who find the produce­
the produce that will pay interest and 
redemption. That is the question that is 

paramount, in my opmwn. I will deal 
\\ith the Royal Commission into the meat 
industry later on, but in passing I might 
say that the dearth of rolling- stock is 
bringing this about. My contention is 
that the meat trade is responsible for 
our enormons export which brings back 
gold into our country, and yet every 
meatworks in Queensland for weeks back 
have had difriculty in securing trucks 
inside of a rnonth to carry their stock frotn 
tho pasture to the n1eat cotnpanie::.,' vvorks. 
I quito appreciate the fact that the Govcrn-
111<?nt have spent a large sum of tnon~, .- 1n 

rolling-stock. I appreciat0 the effort and 
endeavour of the; deparLnent to do th1s, 
but in all sincerity I say that it is ju .. t as 
essential to provide rolling-stock on the jW<e· 
sent c'xi--ting lines as it is to build fresh 
lir•'S. At the same time we are mvolved 
up to perhaps £9,000,000 to build new r,jl­
\Ya·- ,· and wo have not taken into account 
the" ~ecessity of providing nc\v rolling-st.ock 
for existing lines and also for the new ln:<' 
when they are built. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\ AYS: Oh, ;; es; 
v have. 

Mr. BOOKER: That is growing to be 
one of the greatest factors on our railways. 

The SECRETAHY FOR RAILWAYS: \Ve spent 
£600,000 last year. 

:Mr. BOOKER: I quito appreciate what 
the department is doing and what the Com­
Lni·._sioncr is cndoa vouring to do, but it is 
a matter to tako into consideration that 
\vhcn ne"'\\~ rail ways ar'-' being built provision 
should also be made for new rolling-stock. 
D- :ding with railwa0 ,,, I take it that th£· 
\',.- c: .... :torn extensions were an appeahni~ cir· 
cun-... tanc-3 when the Bill was going through 
la ct Parliament. If one circumstance did 
not appeal to hon. members when the:· cast 
their vote to have these exten>'ions built 
to link up our \Vestern railways, the noco~· 

has arisen 'since that Bill was P" ... d. 
hc-:vc Now Sonth \Vales negotiating with 
Premier of Queensland to link up 

nou.rko \vith our \VPstorn Raih"'JS, v:hil•'' the 
2rcinicr also intends to li:Jk up Our \Yc.3t '·l'Il 
llailvcw: to make the tr.cn· continental rail­
Y- a:· to' Port Darwin. The g1 .-a test circum-

anc0 that will appeal to us is this: That 
it will not only open up our r·sources, but 
it v:ill socur'l to us the transcontinental 
r,.-.ilwa:· through the gn.at< r part of Queens­
Jane!. Speaking of railways, th3re IS one 
thin;; that concerns myself very much, and 
i ·, i _. this : ]~or f/}1118 vear:! it "\\·~as recognised 
t'1at there was a great district close to 
ports, elmo to the metropolis, clo to the 
:\'orthern ports, and a gnat t rri(ory all 
round it. The necessity w·J.s to open up 
tllC.-,, lands by railway, and for ;; very cm;­
·:derable time it was undecided as to '' hich 
route the railway sho.nlcl go throug-h that 
dist:·ict to give the district the be t port. 
I am not pcr.~,liLJ..Ih- con:::crned about cithPr 
)C' rt. Dnt I sa:· that tho time has .,rrived 

when, in the intert'sts of the dis­
[P.30 p.m.l trict and the settlor, who are 

ther0 and the .- ot.tlen whJ will 
L'-lm._ thor0 that dc:ci"i-i{)n should bn CJlne 

to 1- v the Uov<'rDlllf'nt. At tho c.rli·-~,t po~· 
sib!,... mo nJnt the C 11. _,riL'lell~ RhcJ1d (')TJn 

((~ a dcci.• ion as to ho,\<' ~hat ccu:1try is. to 
l·\', opc~ncd up-· -not in tho int-::r;..ts of th(• 
pr'ople of any one rart or jn thf' in:< ~·ests of 
'ny 'ction of tlw p0oplc, but in the 
int.:rc.,te of the State and of t!w Jl' nnle who 
llro <:oin[:- into that distri.ct. I may illustrate 
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'vhat I t,_wan by referring to what is going 
ou 111 the South Burnett. During the last 
v, ~ck D_u·ling Downs con11Jany has acquired 
2. \OUO acre_, Oll tho farnous BararnLa Es~ -ite, 
clost~ to ~\lur'--"on. It is only 1<1 week since 
th .t purchase was made, but I know for a 

tha. within that -~;cek thc·e are '~ixty 
i~1 the district at tl'G presLnt time 

r_r'; rushin~· those people to get certain 
Oll that {;)tate. That fairly indicates 

that s~ttl~r who have gone to the ::)outh 
Bur.lCtt ttl,, more than e<ttisfied with the 
conc?.itions they have found there, and arc 
anxious to gl L land, and their friends y~ho 
•· re con1i lg in are falling over each other 
t J et lend thc>re. Those lauds are private 
!a .. i , the>refo.re, it behoves tho Go,-ernment 
to carne to a d~.... _·it.ion as to ho,-.:· tho .IJ Upper 
Burnett lands ttro to be op.•med up. I know 
dwre are other Jistricts in \Nhich yvu have 
fine. land, but Lhey arc rnor.f" disL1Et froin 
centres of popultttion. If the Government do 
that, thc1·e will bo a field for settlement and 
entcrpri, ·. In the 0lertorate of Nanango 
sc .·en yt.lrs ago there were only 700 people, 
and pcsoibly a.t the present time there are 
12,000 there .. 'I'httt just indicate,, what it 
moans in a mattBr of this sort. I now desire 
to refer to immigration. Anything that I 
nwy say l ~ay in all sincerity, and in n.a 
cv rping spirit. It was a so,urce of re~rct 
to me 1 he<n I read ]n the Pr-e·_-, that the 
Ad mini; tration had decided to curtail their 
ilL'ni ra;ion policy. I explained from the 
,-ariou: p1 ltforms when addr,:_·..,sing the '.Vido 
B·•v eL. 'on tlmt I haYe the profoundest 
n-"c.ogairio.a of one thir:<:r in connl'L ~-ion "\'_·ith 
tlB de' lq: nent of thi. countr0•• and that 
is th1t ' 1:..1ust bring pec...r ~c into it; and \Vc 
h .d rJ..:'. d at iha~, s~.,~.e that ·we --ere ac­
qu~ring th;; ver. · best clus-, uf people-that 
is, tL rL _nin tt,-d irn1nip;ran~ s. ::\J n1<1n <Jr 
worJVl ]u <iUL'''nsland is going t.:> norninate 
frin c1 ~ in oi:ncr 1 ·, :tds to con1e to this countrv 
u~1~· th 't r,ro ~wtisfic-d ith the coadi-tio.n~s 
that i-·r"vail hPre. If tL<v are not. Jtisfied, 
t:; 'Y a.rP not li1,~clv to non1inate th~ :r friencl'. 
If.· ' he ·1 their -friends arrivJ b~rc, they 
cl ~not : 1 ::0 thmn, thc::_·o i. a tnor:::;J r( ·:pon si­
bility on them to main tam th< en until they 
are pl \:~.•c1. rrhtrcforc I Ray that \Vhen p~op} ~ 
noJ.iin tc their friends t.hov aro absolutelv 

ith the con--1iti~-:~1s berc. ::\'ow, ·r 
,~i ·\i\T that ~n innnigra.tio.n policv 

conti.::1uitv. You CGnnot. check ~1 
r 20y)lo .if th·,_ ro is a she,· ,_.r of rain 

is a three months' droucht. v\7 e 
know the l'C'COYer_v that toJk place after tl1c 
drou~ b t of nine years af?;o., and even if we 
were to suffer from another drou,e:ht, the re· 
co,:e,·y v auld be just as quick. In fact. 
Que.o,nsb.nd is nov> in a better position to 
...- :n .. tfu~d a drou_g·ht than over bc~'or-e. An 
i::nmigratior1 policy should be carried Ol1 in a 
businesslike w:ty. Let people of the ri.r-: ht 
clao;s come here. It has taken a lar;.;c sum 
of n1oney, and it has taken many years, to 
influence that f. ow of people to the State; 
and if we as a Sbtr. or if Australia as a. 
fedc~ration, check that flow now, there are 
other countries ,vaiting· for the overflow of 
the good people of Europe. They will tal{c 
t.hem, and W•>· shall lose tlwm. ·and that would 
b,o a grave loes to Queensland. There is :no 
better asset to this State than people, and 
r:-eopl<' of '·he class ';:ho have been coming to 
these shcc·es fur the last five or seven ye; i·s. 
I am very sorry that the Government ha,ve 
seen fit in any sense to curtail their irnmigra· 
tion policy. and I do hope that, now th.at 
bounteous rains have fallen and we ha. -ve 
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entered upon a splendid scJ.son, thcJ: will 
not. only f~·Jt l::...Jck to the generous. policy 0:~ 
~,He~ lust ) '...rPc f rs, but that "\Ylll cxpana 
ELlll furll1·- 1·. we ar·- going build rai> 
v-.- ays, if \VO ;J.l ._, go.ing to s~ttle our L1 n0s, '"'·c 
v ;mt th' people io work, pruclnce, help the 
r·,ople y, ho hav J taJ{:Cll up OUr' Jands, tuJre 
up la.nd th{ lsc_ve' and flud {reight fox th.o 
l' :.ihva""; ~. rl<JS:·~l1t WO Ul'8 pledged to 

1:-til,-.:J ~.50v of 1·ailw.)y vvithin the next 
fino or ecyc;n y,arb. If we do not pl< Jge 
C!UI J ~lves to bu.ild anotaer rnilc, it will r~:i ', e 
u· 6,500 1 ,lles o£ r,jhc:sy. And how are 
600,000 or 700,000 J.coplc ;oir,,::; to find freight 
for the· rai; ', t'• '1 Thcv are being· bui~t on 
the• J"Uar:tll tc 1 -~:i-·-,t~rn. ar;d if we dQ not ?-nd 
]l<'oplc to cultivate our !.Jnds a.ncl find fre1ght 
far those railwa '' the mil ways will not pav, 
and the st ttlerS -who gave a gnar,anteG -will 
have to lx.: 1r the burdc:1, and pro1·ably at 
the time whe:> they aro lca't able to bear it. 
I-; t] .1t the kind of bnFince;; that we aro here 
too' ''Q on? I say" No." \\'hat we should do 
i:;; to. look ahead and rnake provision to find 
freight for the p;ruat railway policy v.e passed 
in t h~) last Pa.rliament. 

The SLORET.1RY FOR RAILWAYd; But is not 
all tho t·onhing accommodation taken up 
until the bc-,·inning of next year? 

i\Ir. BOOKER: I am glad !h" hon. gentle· 
l1L··,n has ra:~cd that quL3tion. Only a month 
ago I had the pleasure~• of meetin::; '' yery 
erninent "hipo\VlJCr h·orn Livorpool, and IJ,­
assured me that. if it w,•,s recognised at tho 
othe·" end that i:hPrc "\\~auld bE' a continuit,: 
of the policy in regard to immigration to 
Au '.rali,·, \Yhcthc Federal or Stttte-he d1d 
net n1ind vrhich-thf'To v.~crc n1on "\Vho \Vern 
prepared to put down tho k ·'Is and cquin 
ships to brir s, not hundrc>ds, but thousn.nds 
of jln·~.1ig:<ants h·- re. If we .how our deter~ 
111ination to n1ako our polic~,.· a continuous 
one, ther· will bo no qm stion about th~ 
bottom, to brine- iho people here, 0nd e.>' 
to chto freight that will rc,;ulat•e it· ... ,lf. If 
the pPople aro comin~ out, ther,• ·will be a 
reasonJ.blc rate'; but, cyen :: \Ve had to pay 
£3 ll10re f r h 'J.d, lhat would bo a Slnall 
matt r c nnparc" with the advantage of hav· 
ing the pcol1lo con1ing h(- TG. In one sens2 
I r,pprccia·' the appoinL1cnt that ,, ere 
uacle to tho Lc .. ·islati,·c Council at the opeE· 
in« of this ~,;ion. In the Hon. \rthur 
1.V11ittin~..(han1 \\'8 ha~vb the repre2--:ntative 
of the grr '' pa·tontl indu-tr:·. The Upper 
I-Iouse iR n.,;-her dcfirient in 1ncn1bcrs \vho 
pr.wtically understand and recognise the 
in1porta.::1ce of our great primary industry. 
:l.Ir. Whittingham is a man who takcs a 
Yery prorninent interest in public affairs t 
he is " gr .wrous man and a good citiz~n . 
and I say that his elevation to the Upper 
House is right. But I also say that e,mong 
the nomination' there should haYe been ,, 
representative of the other great section of 
the land industry-the grazing farmers, ana 
farmers down to the man who owns 60 
acres of land. There are many men in 1:he 
public life of Qunmsland who would L-' 
PJTiinently fitted to occupy a scat in ·;he 
Council-men who thoroughly understand 
the conditions of the smoller men on the 
lttnd, and when legislation went from th1s 
House to the other Chamber dealing witc1 
the land, the ripe experien<''" of such a man 
would largely help to finish that legislation. 
The same thing applies to the secondary 
industries. Very few members of the other 
House are identified ,with the great second· 
ary industries of the State. We are passing 
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industrial h gislation through this Chamber, 
and it is very ner0v ary to have 1nen in Hw 
other Chamber who are qualified, from their 
connection with the industrial life of the 
State, to make rhat legislation a finished ar­
ticle. I want to finish up by saying that 
the nomination- to the 1Jpper House should 
be absolutely away from politic.. It docs 
not follow that 1nen who lv,vn conte::>ted 
electorate', whether it is in the inte1 ests of 
the Government or any oti,•cr party-our 
friends opposite might occupy thc-·<e bench<-, 
so1r.e day-God forbid that they evor should. 
(Laughter.) That is by the way. l say that 
nominations to the Upper Hou~e-if they 
'vero on the personal 1nci·it and ca.pacitv of 
the n1cn who ~~ro sent there, it would gi,:c 
greater confid~·1ce to the great body of 
peonle. Tha~ is all I have to sav about iL 
The- leader of the Opposition in 'his • pecc!1 
only refc rred to two big questions. I regn c 
I \Yas not present to hear the hon. member, 
but I ha Ye read his speech very carefully, 
and on~ qucc:tion I am going to refer to is 
the que .tion of abattoirs. It is a very plea. 
sant circumstance to us here and to tho 
general community outsidP, that the Pre­
mier a1 j his Ministers have seen fit to ap. 
point a Hoyal Commission to deal wrth tho 
great question of the meat industry of 
QuePnslgnd-that is, ·the production of stock, 
the tr ,mit of >tor-k by road and by train to 
the various centres of populgtion, for local 
consumption, and for export, and thcct 
will nece·.·-arily take in tho quc·stion of 
aL. itoirs. Further, the wid0r the scope of 
that iaquiry, so will the result be the more 
Yaluablc, and also ;-o will it give the greater 
confidence to the people. That is the vim· 
I take of it. Personally I am in absolutP 
accord~I know something about it, too-l 
am in absolute accord with the neccsoity of 
abattoir; in every centre of population, say 
do.wn to 10,000 inhabitants; and as time goes 
on I am 'c;tisfied that abattoirs, ma.naged by 
the Govc, nment-~not n1unicipal, I have a 
great objection to n1uni{iPal abattoir-s­
whPn the larger cities are equipped and tho 
Inanag .. ·:11Ent is good-and no doubt it wiJJ 
be, as th:·re are able men ccvailable to carrv 
on th~ '· ork-:-when the results are good, it 
will pror· qmte c!Garly to the people m tno 
sn1.a.l;:: ·· tov, ns that it is dc-;;irable and necr?s­
sal'~.~ to have abattoirs in all to,vn3. ev?n 
dm·n to 5,000 inhabitants. This is a gnv•e 
quesnon. If we have public abattoirs in a 
cit:- lih e Bri bane, they will m:turally have to 
be ver. \Yell equipped, which will take a largo 
sum of money, and that is whore tlie re­
spon ibilih' comes in. It is all very w oll 
for hon. members to speak from their phtc'> 
in the Chamber and say that this should 
be done and that that chould be done. It 
is a qu' ction of mont>y, and when a Loan 
Bill comos along, some of us object. Some 
of us object to going too fast, and soma 
object to paying too great a.n interest. If 
we are going to have abattoirs we have 
to find the money, and that is where the 
responsibility rests on my friends opposite. 

Mr. BOWMAN: 'YVe will welcome that. 

Mr. BOOKER: I quite understand that, 
but tht·re is the point where we are anxious 
to bring about the very best conditions with 
regard to pure food and sound food for the 
people. I am glad that the Cabinet have 
decided to get down to bedrock and find 
out where the weaknesses are and to guard 
against them, and to lay down a system 
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which will be creditable to the Administra­
tion who carry it on and ,.atisfactory to the 
people. \Ve hear a. lot o£ discussion about 
our e•tport trade. It is disa,,trous to think 
that this great country of Queensland is 
only exporting to a city like London about 
5 per cent. of the impm·ts to that city. Thee 
are things which naturally the commission 
will inquire into. This is in the interests, 
not of the big man any more than it is in 
the interests of the small farmer. That i; 
one reason ·wh:~ I un1 anxious to see public 
abattoir--so that tao ·-aL,ll man who has 
twenty head of cattle or fifty head of sheep 
can get his stock treated as in South Aus­
tralia, and have his small consignment ship­
ped and get the best po-- oible pricB for it. 
'J.1hat is our trouble und€r present conditions. 
The 1neat con1panies under prc·-_ont condi­
tions will not deal with the small man whe 
has less than 100 bullocks or 500 sheep. We 
realise that the Government are anxious to 
fall into line and make provision for the 
small man ju,t as the moat companies have 
made provision for the larger people. Deal­
ing with the question of a RoY',d Co.mmission, 
unfortunately it has got abroad to some ex­
tent, that the Stock Owners' Association 
raise objections to the meat companies-the 
exporters. That is not '0. There is nothing 
of that in the movement at all. It is a 
warm desire to get the business of our local 
consumption and export put upon the best 
possible footing, and that was the reason 
of the original endeayour to bring about 
what the Cabinet have a11preciated, and I 
am, moreover, very pleased to find that the 
Government have done what they··--u;r.,·-&aiY!!l'7" 
Speaking of electoral reform, I quite realiRe 
that thi- is a very important subject, and 
".hen it. is be in,.-, dealt with there should be 
no party considerations a.t all. vVhat applies 
to my friends opposite applie., to ourselves. 
What we want is a fair deal. \Vo do not ask 
for anything more, and what I do hope is 
that when that li;lectoral Reform Bill comes 
before this Chamber and has b0en discussed, 
that every member of the House will realise 
one fact, that it is for a fair deal, and there 
should be no trickery about the franchise at 
all. It has struck me for some time back, as 
" matter of fact ever since I have been in 
'public life-I have contested three elections-

. that on election morning both sides find a 
grectt number of their friends are not ·)n 
the roll. That suggested to me that there­
should be in the different districts of the 
State permanent officers to carry on electoral 
work. There are ten Federal areas in 
Queensland and inside those Federal areas 
are several State electorates. Of course some 
of the State electorates overlap into other­
electorates, but that could be adjusted when" 
the officer was appointed. I make this sug­
gestion: That there should be a permanent 
officer-and the~e are many capable men in 
the public service-men who carried on the 
last election-appoint a public officer for 
each electoral area to deal with State elec­
tions in that area and whose duty it would 
be to carry on election work from election 
to election, and then to carry on the machin­
ery of the election at any particular time. 
If that was done, it would relieve the Home 
Department of a good deal of stress and rush 
of work. The electoral machill!8r;y would go· 
on smoothly from election to election, and 
where the officer was a local man, it would 
be his business to watch every State elec­
torat<:>, and keep the rolls up to date. Then, 
no matter what your political opinion was, 

Mr. Booker.] 



290 Address ~n Reply. [ASSEMBLY.] Address ~n Reply. 

you would feel at once that everybody was 
o,n the roll, and the machinery of the eleo­
tl<~ns went on smoothly, and the results were 
fan and square. Something like that I am 
·Certain would bring about infinitely better 
conditions. ·whether our friends opposite 
or we on this side, benefited in connectio~ 
with that electoral reform, we should have 
something simple and effective. In connec­
tion with the Lands Department I desire to 
make special reference to the appointment 
of a very able man in charge of the Forestry 
Department. There is no better asset to the 
State than our timber, and we have unfor­
t':nately sacrificed a great deal of that splen­
did asset, and we are domg so still. I would 
like to draw the Minister's attention to the 
fact that in every timber district-in iron­
bark timber districts especially-through 
which a railway is passing, some of the most 
beautiful young trees are felled to give a 
few sleepers. To me it seems an iniquitous 
thing that any State department should be 
sacrificing these young trees for the passing 
r:jrcumstance;. for, after all, the young sappy 
timber never IS as permanent as the matured 
timber, and those trees are being used which 
.should be a vail able in the future for better 
work. I would ask the Minister for Rail­
ways to confer with his officers, who in turn 
might confer with the Director of Forests 
and come to some clear understanding. Th~ 
forests of Queensland should be controlled for 
the time being by one o.fficer, who should be 
the Director of Forests. To me it is a most 
important matter, and something of that 
nature should be done. It is disastrous that 
this great timber asset should be in a 
sense divided; the Railway Department can 
go into a hardwood forest and take what 
they like, and the Director of Forests has 
no control, or, if he has, it is a passive 
control. That is a matter which I hope the 
Minister for Railways will endeavour tc 
look into. Last Parliament we heard a 
g~eat deal a.bou.t the Liqu_or Bill, and I say, 
w1thout hesitatwn, that 1f this House had 
accepted that Bill as it came into this Cham­
ber, w:ithout cutting and slashing it about, 
the Bill would ha~e been infinitely more 
JUSt than. as we recmved it from the Council. 
If. the !31ll comes into the Chamber in any­
thmg hke the form in which it was placed' 
before us last year, I am going to cast my 
vote for it. Many of the amendments th;cc 
were passed spoilt the Bill-the Bill should 
haYe been accepted in globo. Th•·rc is an­
?ther mat~er I ?esire to go into, and that is 
m connectwn w1th wages boards. That there 
are defects in the Wages Boards Act we all 
agree. I am closely identified with the in­
·!lustria! life of the State, and I find that 
there lS a good deal of dissatisfaction 
v.mongs~ i he workers as to the personnel of 
t~e c~a1rn,1en of the boards. (Hear, hear!) 
~o~ ;n a s~mse altogether personal to the 
m?lvldual-It might be Mr. Denham :Jr it 
m1ght be Mr. Bowman-but the wages 
boards are. formed by an equal number of 
representatives of the employees and of em­
ployers. Then after, perhaps, a disagrec­
mcni, the Crovm, represented by the Minis­
ter for Works, appoints a chairman. 

Mr. BOWMAN : If they cannot appoint one. 

Mr. BOOKER: I say that that is only going 
halfwa,v. ,If the wag~~ boards aro going to 
do theJr ;,ork, and brmg about the closest 
confidence as b<'tweon €mploYer and _ 

~p]oyee, tho chairman should be the jud~ 
[ O!fr. Boo,~er. 

when big questions are at issue. Say, for 
instance, in a large district and in a compli­
cated case; but in districts where it would 
be costly to send a judge, then a police 
magistrate should be sent, because after all 
the chairman is there to sift evidence-and 
then his decision gives confidence to both 
sides. I reluctantly say that in many e"ses 
the trouble with wages boards is the lack 
of confidence in the chairman. Then there 
are certain men \vho are sitting on wages 
boards, and I take it that these men to 
some ext0nt are becoming professional chair­
men of wages boards. Some of them have 
been politicians. I say with all due respect 
to the gentlemen I am referring to, that it 
is not good for them to haYe the suspicion 
cast upon them. To get away from that, 
and bring about that supreme confidence in 
the effectiveness of the boards, there should 
be a judge to preside, say, on large ques­
tions; and in smaller questions, in the case 
of tho country, a police magistrate. The 
results would then I am certain be infinitely 
better than they have been up to the pre­
sent time. I have heard from my friends 
opposite that they do not agree with wages 
boards, but would sooner have the arbitra­
tion courtc I take this view of it: That 
'' prevention in infinitely better than the 
cure." Arbitration is to settle disputes, 
wages boards were established to prevent 
disputes. Of course, it does not suit some 
of our friends opposite-they do not want 
any industrial amity and brotherly loYe be­
tween the men who are working and those 
who are employers. 

Mr. BowMAN: You are wrong. 

Mr. BOOKER: The trouble is this: That 
many men-and some of my friends oppo­
site are living upon the country, and the 
discord and lack of amity in the industrial 
life of the country, and do not like the 
words I am passing across to them. 

Mr. RYAN: You ought to bo ashamed of 
yourself. 

Mr. BOOKER: Take the smiling coun­
tenance of my friend opposite, who is 
largely responsible for the sugar strike-he 
neYer cut a cane in his life and knows no­
thing about it. That is ,,,·hat irritates and 
a_nnoys a man who is earnest in his public 
hfe. Men come here and treat with levity 
the most serious que"tions that the country 
has to deal with-and what more serious 
que•ction has this country to deal with than 
to. bring about industrial peaoe? It doES not 
smt my friend-the sardonic smile indicates 
th~ class of. men who are representing, or 
nusrepresent1ng, the workers of this countrY, 
and the sooner the Government pass an I;:,­
dustnal Peace Bill the better it will be for 
tho war ker-better for tho worker than the 
employer; because all the industrial legisla­
tion passed through this Chamber has been 
in the interests of the worker. Many of 
the workers realise that fact, and hundrGds 
of them voted for me. S1waking of the 
Lndustr1al Peace Bill, I appreciate tho title 
of the Bill. It indicates a great deal of 
what the Bill might mean. I will just read 
r;. l~ttle dissertation showing how nr'";"ssar:v 
It IS that we should have an Industrial 
P<;>ace Bill. I . should say that one of my 
fnends had wntten to the SYdnev Bulletin 
shortly after the Brisbane sti·ike,~ and th!s 
,~as the reply of the Bulletin. \Yo haYe 
heard a f'Toat deal about the Bulletin to­
night: "r,fallet ,. is th~ aiccn:\ mons title of 
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the writer. Probablv he has been riling at 
industrial life and" doing all ·he can to 
shatter industrial peace. The reply of the 
Bulletin is this-

" ' Mallet' : Observe that while von 
do not say ' To hell with' all agi:eo­
~en~Q ' ! . you ' do conllemn unions for 
s1gnmg mdus.trial agreemPnts which pro· 
nde for servw;:, m a future that mav Ice 
ft!II of changing rondit.ions.' Cordially 
.d:sagree WIth you. Tlns country wants 
big industries built up on soun'd lines 
~nd big in<'ustries cannot be built uJ; 
If the men » ho run them cannot figure 
ahe,ad as to costs for more than twentY­
four hours. It is very pkasant, no 
doubt, for the worker to be in a po•.i­
tion to dro]) in on the boss at mw 
momBnt, reg~ardles·~ of agreen1ents, and 
demand another ' bob' a day; but the 
boss's uncertainty about the future may 
cost the worker more than he gains in 
the long run. And it certainly costs 
the country a heap more." 

That points to tho necessity for an Industrial 
Peac~ Bill as nouch as anything I have 

ever seen. It. is this everlasting 
[9 p.m.J turmml fostered by some of my 

friends o,pposite-not by all of 
them. Some of tlwm live on the marrow of 
strikes: and if we were to pass an Industrial 
Peace Bill. their calling would cease to exist. 
That is why the Bill will receive the bitter 
aHtagonism of some ?f my friends opposite. 
So much has Leen smd about the strike that 
a friend of mine said the n€xt man who. 
tr.lks strik,, in this House should get three 
months without the option; but so much has 
bc~en said re'lecting on this side that I would 
like to say a few words. The deputy leader 
of the Opposition said this-

" But I do not intend to. go into every 
detail of the strike. There is a broad 
line of demarc1.tion betw0.en the party 
represent ··d by the hon. gentleman who 
has .inst resumed his seat (the Premier) 
and the pa;·ty led by the hon. member 
for Fortitude Valley." 

There is a great d0marcation and the 
d<">marcRtion is this: The distinction is that 
I"iberalism implies freedom for every citizen 
~0: pnrsuo his la,dul avocation witho'Ut inter­
terence. Every true unionist at heart is a 
Liberal. He also said-

" Now, I say the Government were 
the canse of tho general strike. I said 
that durim; the campaign." 

He saicl a lot of other things just as un­
scrupulous a~ his charge a~:ainst this ~ide 
!~1m; our en~t~a-vour is to injure unionisn1. 
~ ortun~tely tor the country there are some 
mdustrml c~ntres in Qucensla..'ld that have 
-!1-nothu: o:p~nion; and the mPn engaged in 
mdustnal hfe are better judc;£cJ as to whether 
the party. 1"'.c! oy the Premier are trying to 
dov::rn unronr"IJ?-, or whether our friends op­
!"'sitc, by. their conduct, broug-ht about the 
!Yreatest disaster that pver struck this country. 
The leader of the Opposition smiles. 

1\Ir. BowMAN: You make me smile. 

~\1r. ~OOKER: That is the worst f<'ature 
ab<mt It-fo.r the reamn that it w.as the 
grav:st blunder ever committed by a body of 
publ!c men, bringing disaster on the com­
_mumty and on the people they represent. 
The hon. member for \Varrego stated that 
1:hey could have stopped the richest man from 

buying a ]oaf. They did not stop the rich 
man from buying a lo.af; they did 11ot stop 
members of .Parliament from coming every 
day for lunch to this House, where the best 
that could be provided was provided. I was 
here on several occasions when the strike 
wa; at its worst; and I found my friends 
opposite enjoying th€ best meal that co.uld 
b' got in Brisbane. The half·crown meal 
to be got at my hotel during the strike was 
no· in it with the meal that could be got here 
for a shilling. Then, they treat the matter 
;··ith a certain amount of levity, which to me 
rs the gravest attitude our friends could take 
up. I am only oo.rry I could not snapshot 
them at their dinner, and at the next elec­
tion, or at the next Federal election screen 
them on the stage-and gramophone their 
utterances-because then there would be no 
necessity for :,ny speaker on this side of the 
House to open his ]ips-the screuns and the 
gramophones would be quite enough to wipe 
the majority of our friends opposite out of 
public life. In conclusion, I will make a 
short quotation from ~n article in "'The 
Hound Table" on the Brisbane general 
•,trike. There is alwavs •a fairness about the 
articlo.s app.~aring in this publication; and 
this is what the writer s·1ys, referring par­
tieularly to co·operation and arbitration--

,, 'The leader, of whatever party, who 
~"ucceeds in drawing public interest back 
to these h1 o principles will do well. And 
last, and most important of a.ll, the great 
need of the age is that the coming­
rr-ene.ration. c£ everv class ani! creed. 
should receive a real e.ducation, both 
intellectual and moral, in the things which 
belong to a true civil and national life. 
Intellectual, that th<ey may discern and 
avoid the half-truths, the misconceptions, 
and the fo11ies which in this instanoo 
have led the world of labour so far 
astray; mo.ral, that. they may und<erstand 
that oth<''l'S beoide themseh·'S have ri.ghts, 
equally \Yorthy of re;;o;:rnition and respect 
"·ith their o•c.n; that •he highest of ends 
can nPver jmlify the usc of unjust moans; 
and that even the industrial kingdom of 
hcrtvf''1 t·an never l•e- cain0d bv viol0nce 
alone. If .the e'<peric~ce through which 
we have JUSt passed has helped us, if 
ever so little, to a better realisation of 
tlwse truths, if it has brou::o:ht this ideal 
o,nB :-tep n\'arcr, th('n we may say \vith~ 
out fear, "hat. foJ' all its loss and suff<'l'· 
ing that experience h'l.S not Lecm in v.:tin." 

It is the hrtlf-trut.hs and unscrupulous «tate­
menis that k ~ ep this thing going: and that 
has been my regret listtming to the speech<-'< 
bv my fricnrls opposite on· the Address in 
Reply, because, if anyone could be 
H'S])onsible, tlwy wvre respo.nsible for what 
ir,ok place. 

OPPOSITION l\1 'MBERR : You are wrong! 
No: trne! Absolutely untrue! 

J\Ir. BOOKER: Thev c•aP10 here and 
·grinned a bout the clama.ge thoy did to the 
people and the dama;;e they did to the Sbte. 

:\Tr. ADAM·')~: That is not true. 

JITr. BOOKER: It ;s true. 

:\Ir. ADA~! SON: I say it is not. 

Mr. BOOKER: I say it is true; and the 
deni,•l clearly shows ·that I have hit the 
han. member. 

:\fr. AnA>IS):i': No, you have not. 

Mr. Booker.] 
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~Ir. \,.OV~'LES: l\lr. Sp0,!-k2l',-I ri&(4 to 
S~<pport the motion for the Address in Heply 
to thG Speech with which His Exce!J,mcy 
the Governor epJnod the lJth P ~rliament, 
which was so ably. mov'·'d by the hon. 

r..~mnf-'JC~· for G-yrnpie .. and so 2-01y fQ·_.:ondedt­
by the bon. member fo.r .Bow0n. I desire 
abo to congrac~late :you on your accession 
to the dignifib:l poBition of Speaker of this 
"\s;c,·rnbl,y. Durin., last ses-ion I had the 
opportanity of observing- the dignified and 
0apa.ble way in which J<Nl Cc•rried out your 
functions as SpBaker; and I tru,. t that you 
\nll Jon;; live to carry out the duties of 
Rp ·aker of this House. The AddresJ in Reply 
st<::trt~ \vith tlu·'ie v.ord ··-~ 

".\Ve, His }hjesty's loyal and dutiful 
subJects, the members of the Legi·,lative 
Assembly of Queensland, in Parliament 
assembled, desire to assure Your Ex~ 
cel!en.cy of our continued loyalty and 
affectiOn towards the Throne and Person 
of Our :Most Gracious Sovereign." 

I think that at no time in the history of the 
Parliament of Queensland has it been more 
necessary than it is at t.he present time for 
us to assure His Excellency of the loyalty of 
member~ of tlus A>sembly, the reason being 
the affairs wh;ch ha.ve taken place recentlv 
in Brisr<mo, and the pilt't which some hon. 
members of the House took in connection 
with those affairs. I n.rn not going to labour 
the subject of the strike. I was not in Bris~ 
bane during the time tho Ptrike wa.s in 
progn.-Js, though I did come down, more out 
of curiosity than anything els,,, towards the 
finish of the strike to 8'8 how it was ~:"oing 
on. But I saw the effects of the strike in 
the country, and how the innocent there 
suffered for the guilty, whoever were -tho 
guilty. I know that the producers in my own 
district and on the Downs lost considerably, 
because there were no trains running to bring 
thE>ir produce to market, owing to the strike. 

}[r. C'vY:-i"E: Not through the strike. 

Mr. VOWLES: Yes; th~·ough the strike. 
I know, too, that workmi?n of all classes 
suffered Yery eonsiderablv in the countrv. 
At som._· pl~cc•s in my own electorate WOl:k 
had to be suspended because material which 
v, ~-s rc '-JUir'_':} for it was in Brisbane and 
muld not be brought to Dalby because the 
men at the railway sheds wouid not load it 
on the re\ilway trucks. The remit, was that 
a !urge number of workmen were thrown out 
of employment, and I lwc1rd the remarks 
which thev made with referenc.; to the strike. 
The stril<e · touc·hod them on the raw, it 
touched their pockets, and they were not 
very symp,:'hetic with those who brought 
about the ,.trike. The Etrike committee also 
hit the people in the country very hard, in 
thie wa:v-that suppli,,s in >eountry towws 
are very limited, and when there are no trains 
running those supplies cannot be renewed, 
with the result tl1"t the price' of the neces~ 
saries of life are increasf'd. 

:Ur. CoYXE: Were they increased in Roma 1 

:'.!r. VOWLES: I do not know whether 
that occurred at Roma and some other towns 
along the railway, but I know that price' 
were increa:,ed at Chinchilla, Miles, Dalby, 
\Varra, and Jondowaie, and in some cases 
the cost of the ordinary necessaries of life 
was increased by 33 per cent. If the prices 
at Rorna were increased, then one of the 
nccmbers of tho Opposition participated in the 
nc·ofits. If lw did not, it is a remarkable 
thing, because it would be very much against 

[ },f r. V moles. 

his principles not to make a profit when the 
opportunity offered. I have Jistened to the 
explanations, excuses, and apolog;es whwh 
have been given by leaJing members of the 
Opposition and by the prominent members 
of the strike committee. 

Mr. COYNE: There i' no need for apology. 

Mr. VOWLES: Apologies have been made, 
and by no one more than by the hon. mern~ 
ber himself. trying to prove that black is 
white, and so on. The hon. member for 
Paddington, in dealing with this matter, said 
that the elections were a real victory for the 
Liberal party, and that is a; very candid ad~ 
mission to come from a member of the 
Opposition. We have been told that the 
Government gained that victory because on 
account of the gross misrepn·;entation of the 
metropolitan Press the Opposition side of the 
strike story was not given proper ventilation 
in the country, with the result that the 
Opposition suffered at their hands. 

Mr. RYAN: So they did. 

Mr. VOWLES: I do not know whether they 
did or not,, bnt I shall give you my experi~ 
ence in n1y electoratf\ and members can 
then judge whether it is true that the electors 
there got the true story of the strike o~ not. 
The .whole of nn eloctorahe was 1s1mply 
flooded with strike 'literature supplied by the 
Opposition. 

:VIr. RYAN: I do not think they got the true 
story or you would not be here. 

i\Ir. VOvVLES: The hon. member can come 
up there, and try what hi,. chances would be 
with the electors if he has any doubt on tl:e 
subject. One eoujd not go a!ont; the rml~ 
way platform without tumbling over bundle.; 
of Worl "f'S giving "' "true history of tho 
strike,'' as it was called. \V e had Sera tor 
Stewart and }Jr. James Pagce, M.P., up there, 
~nd a special edition of the Dalby Democrat 
was issued. vV e had all thos•" organs and all 
clnsees of agitators and representatives of the 
party I v:.>s oppoFd to in the electorate; 
Thev flooded the district wi'h liter:ctur<'. anct 
spoke in every quart~r. They spoke night 
after night at every centre, and the re .nit 
of all this wm; that those people who had 
suffered directly by the strike-people v•-.ho 
were innocent of anything in connection w;th 
the strike, and who hud nothing to do with 
t.he w<?,ning of badges and all that tomfoolery 
which was going on in Brisbane, doubled my 
majority. Members opposite say ~hat ,tJ:w 
true story of the strike ••·as not ve"!-tllate'! m 
the country. I say it would be n_npoe.<>Ible 
to e:ive more ventilation to anythmg than 
wa~ giY<'n to the strike in the Dalby elect.o~ 
rata. So much y ntilation was given to It. 
that when Senator Stewart and Mr. Page went 
round and found how hopeless it was to figl:t 
the election on that matter, they drcpped It 
and turned to Federal politics. There is o;:e 
thins.:' I arn verv anxious to see, and that If' 

the 'industrial Prlce Bill. I have my ow_n 
views of what it is absolutely necessary .'t 
should contain. \V,, should have some lcgi~~ 
lation which will deal with strikes, . and 1f 
pof.sible prevent their recurrence m .the 
future. I believe that members on bc;th s.1des 
of the House will agree th<1t a st_nke 1s. a 
barbarous means of scttlinl!' an !ndnstrwl 
dispute. When I first carne mto this Hcmse, 
more than twelve months ago. we had a sng~r 
strike, and when Parliament opened .th1s 
session we were on the same hopeless subJ<;ct, 
and I contend that it would be a good t!ung 
to have legislation which would prevent. a 
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recurrence of strikes as a means of settling 
induscria! dispute,. I also think that legisla­
tion should be introduced to prevent mem­
bers of this Chamber, whichever side they 
sit, t~•king an active part in creating dissen­
sion.J in the comn1unity and eausing strikes. 

} fr. COY>iE: How would the Treasurer get 
on? 

J\Ir. VOWLES : Such legislation should 
apply to all members. The speeches o£ many 
membc,·s now sitting on the Opposition 
ben:~'· cc, and of ono wLo is now out of the 
fiou ~e, ero absolutely seditious, and were 
Lot fi' mi:cran ·es for public men or for 
public·'tion. 

~ : r. CJYNE: vYhv didn't the Gov<ornment 
pro~' cut; them'? .. 

Mr. VO\VLES: Whv didn't the Govern­
ment pr0secu '3 you? You wanted to be made 
a martyr of; that is all you wanted. You 
want0d to ·be dra,.ged through the streets so 
that, y.Ju might have something to whine 
about in the future, but the Government were 
too v:i··e to gratify your wish. 

cUr. Co• Nil: \Vhv did they threaten me? 
:Hr. VOWLES: I '<1y legislation ought to 

be inL·oduced pro·. ;ding that any member of 
this House who is D"ui!ty of inciting people 
to strike shall be incap:• ble of sitting in this 
Honse. 

Mr: 'R;YAN: Are y~~. accusing any member 
of thr..; .t-Iou ,_,,c of ~~anion? 

~'h. VOvYLES: I am accusing them of 
inciting L - '1 to f:-trike. 

~:!r. RYAK: You UG"~d tho \VOrd "sedition." 

~1r. VOWLES: I said that C8rtain mem­
bers of this House incited me:t to do thing; 
th.-1,t they \\e-re not game to do themselves. 

~,lr. RTA).T: \Vho did? 
I\1r. \lO\YLES: So1ne of the 1ne1nbor:-:. 

This i what I think should be contained 
in the Industrial Peace Bill. If we could 
prov,'nt politicians from going out and in­
citing JWople in timfls of industrial trouble 
we wou!<l. be able to protect unions against 
political influence. (Opposition laughter.) 
I a.''1 a strong beli-::-ver in unionis"n. 

11r. CoYXE: You arc. 
JYir. VOWLES : I am a member of H 

union mycc lf, ;, nd a good one, too. l'vly 
fri,,nd, the deputy loader of the Opposition, 
also belongs to it. 

Illr. RYAN: Quite right. I want that ex. 
tended, too. 

Mr. VOWLES : I believe in unionism 
where it is for the benefit of the individuals 
themselw ,, but I do not believe in uniomsm 
which only exists for the purpose of fatten­
ing political parasites. 

;\lr. HuxHAc':: Do you believe in free 
labour in yc:mr union? 

:\1r. VOWLES: If we do away with the 
profo,, ,ional politician in conne.ction with 
unionism, we will be able to bring about 
what the men desire themselves. They do 
not believe in the professional politician 9le­
ment that is there. You have only got co 
look at the report of the Railway Board 
inquiry to see the answers the men gave 
when they were asked if they would go 
back. They admitted that they were 
coerced into leaving their work, and they 
went out against their own wish, and they 
said they went out because they were afraid 
to do otherwise. Keep out the professional 
politician, the man who is feathering his 

own nest, and looking after his own inter­
ests. If he was not allowc.d to be a member 
of these concerns the members would be frea 
to exercise their will as they pleased. We 
were told in the country th,,t the stnke was 
brought about by Denham and Barnes. That 
was the story going about ~ut there.. vV a 
were told that they were makmg some Imag­
inary profits when they brought .about the 
strike. \Ve were told it was a middleman's 
strike. How on earth they were able to 
make a profit when no business was trans· 
aoh d I am unable to see. 

Mr. COYKE: Who sold the flour? 

Mr. VOWLES: I do not know who sold 
the flour, but" I know you did not have your 
meals here and you did not have them down 
th~ street, so you must have eaten most .;f 
the flour. \Ve have heard a lot ,tbout vic­
timisation, but I can give you a;, example 
on the other side. In mv electorate there 
is a shC' lrf'r's cook, \¥hO!n 1 suppose is known 
to the hon. member for \V arrego. His name 
is J kCk Young. During the by-election 
that took place there I had a shearer as my 
secrebry, and this shearer's cook hBd the 
temerity to come out into the ope" and 
openly support me, with the rcJu!t that. he 
got punched one nig-ht. That ~-as nothi!lg, 
as Jack is a Briti.;her. He d1d not mmd 
that. ·when the el<>cticn was owr he went 
out to the shed where he had been cooking 
for years and he ,,, as told that he was not 
wanted. 

Mr. COY>iE: All honour to those men. 

"'1r. VOWLES: He went to Cecil Plains, 
and he was told that he was not wanted 
there. HP went to another station out vV est 
where he had also cooked for some years, 
and he was told he was not wanted there. 

Ml·. COYKE : How would you treat a scab 
in your union? 

Mr. VOWLES: That man was victimised 
because he went out and voted as he pleased. 

:Slr. COYNE: No one prc'VP'lted him. 

C\lr. YOWLES: No; but you victimised 
him afterwards. Even a shearer's cook 
cannot vote as he likes. 

:Mr. PAYNE: \Vas he a member of a union? 

Mr. VOWLES: Yes, a.nd had his ticket. 
Tho hon. member for Murilla referred to 
the Agricultural Bank Amending Act of 1911 
and to a c<Ortain.regnlation which has been 
issued dealing with section 6 of the Ac~. 
That regulation was not in the Act whm': It 
\VaJ passed in this Hou·:G, and to my n11nd 
it supersedes the Act altogether. If th~t 
regulation had been contained in the Brll 
when it was bdore the House, I, for on<e, 
''ou!d not have voted for it. I ha,,e a num­
ber of farmers in nT'l electorate, and I 
know something about the conditions of 
prickly-pear selections, and I, for one, 

auld cerhinly have opposed such an 
amendment as that. 

Mr. RYAN: Do you 'ay the regulation is 
ultra vires? 

Mr. VOWLES: No; but I say that it 
supersedes the intention of the Act. The 
section that is dealt with by the regulatwn 
reads as follows :-

"Advances for any of the following 
purposes, namely, buildings not exc'!ed­
ing £40, ringbarking, clearing, fencmg', 
draining or watBr conservation may be 

, Mr. VowleB.; 
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made of an amount not exceeding £200 
to the full value of the improvementg 
proposed to be made: Provided that in 
the case of an advance being for the 
purpose of freeing land from prickly 
pear, th" managing director shall retain 
such portion of the advance as he thinks 
proper, not exceeding one-half part 
thereof, etc., etc." 

I have not got the regulation, but it was 
quoted by the hon. member for Murilla. It 
says in substance that that section shall not 
apply to prickly-pear selections. The point 
is this: I do not see why any prickly-pear 
selector should be excluded. 

Mr. RYAN: vVho is responsible for ex­
cluding him? Your Government. 

Mr. VOWLES : I am criticising the Execu­
tive authority and the regulation that they 
prepared. 

Mr. COYNE : Why not bl~tme the strike 
committee? 

Mr. VOWLES: It is an injustice to the 
prickly-pear men. I went round the elec­
torate during the election and told the 
prickly-pear selectors of the liberal treat­
ment they were getting from the Government 
in this Act, and I want them to see that I 
was right and that I was misled. (Hear, 
hear!) The man who takes up a prickly­
pear selection is entering on a big under­
taking. He is the man we want. We want 
him to help us reclaim the land that has 
fallen under pear. They are the best assets 
for the State, as they clear off the pear and 
afterwards become farmers themselves. Such 
a man as that should be nursed and en­
couraged in every direction. The' prickly­
pear selector has to pay the full survey fee 
down. It was £20 under the old scale and 
there is another 50 per cent. under th~ new 
scale. He remains for five years without 
any payment except as to clearing the pear 
off. the land. If he wants to clear his land 
quwker, he can do so and get his certificate 
Yet this man is excluded for ever from th~ 
operations of this Act so long as it remains 
a pric1:ly-pcar -.-Iection. There is a good deaJ 
of pF.•r on many of the agricultural farm 
SC>!ed!On'. but they have only to pay one-fifth 
of the survey fee, and they can get the 
advan~age of this particular section. I know 
cases m my own electorate where men have 
gone Ol}t and built a humpy costing £40 on 
the pnckly-pear selection and started to 
clean the pear off, and I think they should 
b.e allowed to get advances under this sec­
tron. Then they have started to cui ti va te 
a_nd to conserve water. Under this regula­
tiOn the man who is going to do that will 
not be able to borrow on the same terms as 

the agricultural farmer. Now I 
[9.30 p.m.] consider _that _is wrong, and I 'do 

. not consider rt was the intention 
of thrs House when the Bill was going 
through. On the subject of railways I have 
the same complaint to make as the hon. 
member for Murilla. We live in the West 
and '':e know ~hat the Western Railway sys~ 
tem IS the biggest revenue producer in 
Queensland. Last year the railway receipts 
were more than 50 per cent. of the total 
revenue <;f the State, and the railways as a 
whole pard something like £3 16s. per cent. 
profit on the cost of construction. We know 
that the bulk of that money comes from the 
Wes!, but. we in the West do not get •.he 
con.srderatron that we should get from the 
Railway Department in facilities for travel-

[Mr. Vowles. 

ling. (Hear, hear l) Take our ordinary mail 
train, which leaves Brisbane on Tuesday and 
Friday afternoon at a quarter to 2 o'clock. 
It is nearly always packed from her·e to Too­
woomba, and it picks up fl:esh passengers 
there for the West. We leave Brisbane at a 
quarter to 2, and when we get to Ipswich 
we are hung up for twenty minutes. Why, 
nobody knows. We might leave Brisbane 
twenty minutes later, but instead, we are 
hung up there. It cannot be that they do not 
want us to go into the refeshment-room, 
because the refreshment-room there is enough 
to paralyse anybody, and nobody goes there 
who can help it. The musty smell of the 
place is enough to make one ill. Then we 
go on to Helidon. 

At 9.41 p.m., 
The SPEAKER left the chair, which was 

i-il<en by Mr. Sl'ODART as Deputy Speaker. 

Mr. VOWLES : The appointments at 
Helidon are altogether inadequate, and in 
that crowded train it is almost impossible 
to get into the refreshment-room, or, if one 
is tra veiling wi·th ladies, to get a cup of 
tea with the limited space and the large 
number of travellers. \Ve stay there till 
the schedulP time, and then we leave for 
Murphy's Creek, where "e are hung up for 
forty-five minutu,s 1-miting fm the two divi­
sions of the Sydney mail train to pass, and 
thev arc n-earlv alwa• a late. Then we get 
on "to r:roo\Yoo~llba, a~1d fron1 there I have 
frequent!~· travclkd in the summer time 
with nineteen in on2 carriage. \Vc are 
pack( d like sardines, and even \YOm en C;:1l1-

not get f:eaHng accon1oda.tion. That is a 
regular occurrence, and it is a .' .. :Jrt of joke 
at Toowoomba to see the Dalby and Western 
people g ~tting packed into their train. And 
our trains never run up to schedule tim<J. 
You never know hoV' long you will have to 
wait for a train. Then again you will not 
find one lavatory carriage on a train. I 
am pleased to know that quite recently the 
department had got rid of what used to be 
called the "hen coop." (Laughter.) That 
was thB sleeping car, and there was good 
reasons for calling it the "hen coop," be­
cause it was full of lice and other vermin, 
and nobod•. would travel in it. A lot of 
the railwav carriages on the Vvestern line 
are no better. \Ve arc not getting what we 
should get in the way of accommodation, 
and I think it is up to us who live in tho 
\Vest to barrack for all we are worth. An· 
other question that is causing a great deal 
of trouble in my district in connection with 
the Railway Department is the question of 
rebates on stock. It was the custom of the 
department for some time-a custom sanc­
tioned by tho late Commissioner, Mr. 
Thallon-to give a rebate of 25 per cent. on 
all stock from the W('st that was brought 
into the Dalbv district and afterwards miled 
to Brisbane. " The selectors in the Dalby 
district, which is recognised as the fatt<ming 
district, draw upon the stock in the \Vest. 
That continued until last Christmas, and 
then suddenly the regulation-! un<ler;,hncl 
it is only a departm 'ni:1l regulation-was 
altered without no.tice, and people in my 
district arc seriously out of pocket in conse­
quence. I know one man who brought in 
four train loads of stock from the West, on 
which he had paid £1,600 freight. Under 
the old arrangement, he would have been 
entitled to a rebate of £400, and he sud­
denlv discovered that the rebate was 
abolished, and. as he had purchased the 
stock on the basis of that rebate, he is 
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now "in the soup." There should be no 
such thing as rcbatf's at all on our railways. 
Everybody should be on an equal footing, 
and, if the department want to make any 
concessions they should do it by a reduc­
tion in freights, and there should be r,o in­
tricacies of bookkeeping to find out whether 
stock which came from the \Vest <>ventuall~· 
get down to the Brisbane market. The 
Commi,;ioner has decided quite recently to 
carry on this "ystem of rebates on a Blidin,; 
scale ranging from 15 per cent. on stock 
railed for 200 miles and increasing with in­
creasing distance up to 25 per cent. The 
minimum distance is 200 miles. It is lu3 
miles from Dalby to Roma, and it wdl a<:Lu­
ally pay people in m:y electorate to n:akc 
the Railway DepMtment carry stock trucked 
from Roma on to Jondaryan, 2fi miles be­
yond Dalb;-, and drive them back to Dalby, 
so as to g·et them carried thL· 200 n,il.-s. 
'that is a subterfuge that will have to be 
adopt 1 to get this reb.cte, and it show" the 
absurdity of having a rebate at all. An­
other subject on which I wish to 'peak is 
that of the Jimbour lands. The Jimbour 
Estate was r~purchased and cut up under 
the Clo.;er Settlement ~\ct. The first selec­
tors have had rather a bad time having 
struck otf seasons. Under the .~ct, the 
term of payment for the land is t" enty-nvc 
years. The first payment i-, one-t.:onth of the 
purchacc money, and the next four years arP 
exempt from payment, and then the pay­
ments begin, the interest being capitalis< d 
and extended over the balance of the pa:-­
ments. The people who have taken up 
large art'as in many instances paid a verv 
high price-up to £7 an acre. I regrcr to 
say that. they have been unfortunate in the 
seasons. The first two years they spent in 
getting their places in order, and the next 
two y-e·aro in breaking up the land and 
putting in seed y·heat, and they have got 
no return. The1r r-.ayrnents come on th-'m 
novT, and in nearly every instance they find 
that thev will not be able to meet their 
engt'i7CmEmt9 to the Lands Department. 
ThE' .. · are going to ask this House to recon­
sider their position and to recon,ider the 
position generally under the Closer Settle­
lnent Act, and ask if it would not be wisor 
to extend the number of years for payment 
so as to n1ab~ the annual paYtnents less 
heaP-. If a man buys 1,000 e0res at £5 an 
aero; it represents a' c·1pital of £5,000, of 
which lw has to pa;· £500 down. He is 
paying interest on ±;4,500 at 5 per cent .. 
and in addition to th\}t the:v have this par­
ticular year to make a payment of one­
twentieth of the capital value. That makes 
about £500 this year in addition to rates and 
taxes and all other outgoings. These 
men, in many C'lses, after spending what 
mon~y they had on the land, have gon~ 
to the Agricultural Department fm hans. 
They n.re in this position: They are pay­
ing 5 per cent. on the capital value of 
the land, theY are pa:,·ing interest on the 
money borrowed from thP .\gricultural 
Department, and if they are unable to 
meot their engagements to the Treasury 
and allow their engagements to run on for 
sixty days, they have to pay 10 per cent. 
penalty on the amount of mone'T owing, 
which means they have to pay 20 per cent. 
on some of it, 10 per cent. on another por­
tion, and 5 pLr cent. on another, and it is 
a very good business that can afford k> do 
that. If you are going to encourage these 
people to go on the land, if you are gQing 
to encourage them to take up high-priced 

land and cultivate it, you will have to 
make the terms more liberal and 1~0t bJ PO 

CJ<acting in regard to the penalty 1mposecl. 
Mr. LENNON : \Vhy not put them on the 

perpetual lease system? 

Mr. VOWLES: They do not care about 
it. They prefer to get their freehold. 

Mr. RY:'N: \Vhy, a Labour Go,·ernment 
would do better than that. 

Mr. VOWLES: I hope they will never 
have an opportunity of trying. 

Mr. HuNTER: What are you grumbliiJg 
about then? 

JYlr. RYAN: It could not be much wo1;se 
than you say. 

Mr. VOWLES: There is another subject 
in connection with the Railway Department. 
Now, the Cattle Creek.line has been a very 
successful one, as far as the settlers are con­
cerned. It paid last year £5 3s. 10d. per 
cent. on the money that was borrowed. That 
shows that the railway is making about £2 
per cent. profit for the State of Queensland, 
with the result that it has gone out of the 
hands of the people in the benefited area 
and is now the property of the State. All 
the time the public had to pay for th<; up­
keep of that line if there was any defiCiency 
things went along quite smoothly, but .I 
regret very much to say that as soon as 1t 
has got into the hands of the State a cheese­
paring policy is being carried out. 

Mr. BOWThiAN : Is that not a reflection on 
the State? 

Mr. VOWLES: I do not know whether it 
is a reflection on the State, on the Adminis­
tration, or on the department.. It is a. re­
markable thing that at one ra1lway stat1<;n, 
quite recently, two telephones have been m­
stalled for the use of the public, and the 
department employed a station mistress at 
the magnificent remuneration of 9s. a week. 
When she left the district they had to put a 
n1an on, and as his wages ·were too .much ~be 
station was closed. This is the first statwn 
from Dalby, and it is right in the middle 
of a settled district. There is a good popula­
tion there, there is stock all round about it, 
and it is a trucking station. I say this plaoo 
should have remained a station the same as 
it was all the time the taxpayers had to keep 
up the betterment when there was any de­
ficiency. It was a receiving place for goods, 
it was a booking office, and two telepholl;es 
were installed there for the use of the pubhc. 
If those things are altogether unnecessary, 
it is a remarkable thing that the Post and 
'l'elegraph Department would instal tele­
phones, because I have tried very hard to 
get them installed in other .Places wher~ they 
were required, and the department sa1d the 
sur.roundings did not warrant their ins~alla­
tion. On the subject of betterment ra1lv.:ay 
lines, there is another thing I woul.J hke 
to point out in connection with .the . Tara 
line. That is another betterment !me m my 
district. 

Mr. RYAN: Is that paying? 

Mr. VOWLES: We do not know anything 
about that. I do not think it is going to 
pay for a while. (Laughter.) At any rate, 
Dalby is in the betterment area, and Dalby 
is quite prepared to meet its sJ:!are of an;v 
deficiency, but that line never will pay unt1l 
it is caried 40 or 50 miles beyond Tara to 

"}[r. Vo1l'les.J 
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the good country. In that n · rticular case 
the people at a place called.\Veranga hav~ 
been agitating and asking the department to 
plot U~). r;din.g ~nd truc!..:ing-yard. Every 
person m the distrwt who would have to pav 
tho ir :e ,·o• on th' cost of that truckic:g-. ard 
has asked for it to be erected, and yet 'the,­
cann Jt gc t tho d0partme1t to n1oYe in the 
1nattor, with the result that they are ver;· 
serioasly inconYf'nienced. They haYe st.Jcli: 
to bring out and stock to take in and they 
have no trucking ynd and no facilities and 
in add;tion to <h<tt I may tell you that' thoy 
suffer o. double injp,ti0e. Not onlv do th-e~· 
~uffr-r through nc·. haviwc fa< :Iiti -s 'fOi' truck­
mg, but they have h ch·i,-o their -tock from 
their own pLco to D.dby and elsmvl,-re and 
are thereby losing the freight which \Vould 
be Plrncd on tho railway and which '-ould 
rro .L; ·-8 r -! 1J . vir i·· upke0:1. 

A GOVERNoJE!>T i\IEMBER: \Vhy don't :·on 
go to tl1e department? 

- J\!lr. VO\YLES: That i• all very \veil, but 
when you go to the dPpartment they tell 
you they want to prate ct ';our friends and 
constituents against their o~n improvidonee. 
(Laughter.) If there is any shortage the"' 
men ha,·e to pay, and why should they not 
have what they want? I .' ubmit that it is 
only comm~m sense that they rhould gc; it. 
I do not Wish to take up any further time. 

Th3, ~ECP.ETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Wlnt about 
th<: L' dl:y-J andotvae Railway? 

:&lr: ·vo'.:;~_.EE:}: ~he_v _nre asking m-e 8~;0 ry 
da~ ,·h· n tl11S hne IS r:;oing to b0 strrtcd. I 
knov,· £10,0"'-10 \Yes Yotcd for jt 11::-"_ 1 V~'ar 
~n_d1 7

T ho1JC i~ wil~ b;~ on~ ~~ t hP very~ first 
Ia.llHl. to 08 ~-rrr:2d. _t.._1p I-Iou'>' 8 7 i­
dCJtl,- reali cd thct it v, ,, y rv bad]o· 
ner clcd, oth"rwi,.::."' tL~ y ,,-ouid P(: ha -. ~ 
pa..s ed jt. l\'ow ,,n-~ ha:~-c- had .1. lot of talk 
abm:t abattoi1·s end all sorts of thin1 s from 
the lf::Lder of the Oppo·-:it:on and ~·e-:nonF:ibJo 
mmn. "l'R on the other Pi,~'. C'.:.1e ho·rl. mf'm­
ber spoko about t;ulling th· f"•rish pump 
wh':~.: the hon. m.emb?r . for 1\Iurilla was 
sp< •uung, but I thmk 1t IS the dutv of the 
cou~try lnP-n~""rs~.to .Pull th~ pari,;l1 nutnp 
as L.::r as th01r distncts arf' concernPd. It 
seems to H1E' to h~ Ye b._ en puiied in Brisbane 
as f"_:_r ES theh·J 'lt·a..t~C>irs are concerned. 

:"h. Bov::" I": Tho·.' nr.o for the benefit 
of th-:· rubiic. , 

, 1\Ir. VOWLES: So ar. .. II the."e ,hings 
.or the benefit of the public. Brisbane 
\Vould bo a Yf "Y poor pl1c3 if it was not 
for the proqp·i·i" in the conntr". (Hear 
hevr !) Brisb<- ne is prn ~tic ally ~df'pP.;dc·li 
on the man on the land and the men on 
the mining. fie Ids. I am Yery pleased to 
note that It IS the mtention of the Mines 
Department to a::>sist pcopl·~ on 1nining 
fif'lds so that thcy "ill be able to exploit 
them and se._ if tht:;- .v c.l,llll•_'t produce the 
se."P;e results as we hrtd in pre,·ious rears. Ii IS rath-,r lam<>ntable to t'1ink that· after 
aJ the years our f"Oldmines hav<' stuck to 
QuAcrsJaLd the~·~ aro going do-..vn at last 
and I think it would h? a good thing fo; 
9ueerL;Iand to f:JV?nd a large ~nn1 of rnone _ 
m trymg to find other fields. IV c are <1e­
pendent on •he mining fields just as mucb 
as we are on the man on th-3 land. Th,, 
gold that has come fron1 those plac•"'l [mpt 
Que\;Cns_Jand foL n1a:ny ye::1r·v, and now thAy 
are gomg of! I ":m. vr·ry pi"J.sed to s0e that 
we are gettmg It 111 other direction;;, and, 

[.'Jr. Vowlec. 

a' I t'onsider, from the ground itsel£, and 
there has been a large influx of population 
int 0 the aJricultural disb icts. 

At 10 p.m., 

The SPEAKER r "umed the chair. 

J\Lr. VOWLES (continuing): I commend 
thC' in1~ni'<T~t•-iol1 r:·cho2ne of the Government. 
I ha.vc had an opportunity of seeing the 
practica1 - :d(- of it in L_y olectorate~not 
o_lly tho inr11igrants fron1 O\~erFeas. but I 
hnYc lL-d an c _,;ortunitv of seeing the class 
o(' 111011 in+·-_od~l( _;d d•1r.ing the achninistra­
t_io,l of the late ::-.Iini -r fc.:· L 1nds, tho late 
Hon. J. '1'. r:,ll. The best clas, of ,,Jeator 
·. e haYo in onr district i-; the 1nan \vho \Vas 
brought on'r from New South Yi'"_-,]c-. an~ 
Vi·toria. \Vc l:.'lve some estimable Enmi­
- rQnts fro1n OYcrseafi, too. \Yo b ~v~: 1nen 
~n the L1nd \Yho are producing _11 the nat· 
ural prod1H tR Of tho :and that can ~10 go\, 
helping to de';e!op the State, and If they 
arc c1f"liD£' as \Yell in other districts as they 
arc doing· in rny O\>.'n, I S<''V '\Ve haYe a great 
future ahead of us. I sincerely tru,t that 
thcs0 good E.tJasons \vill continue ; there is 
no doubt 1-hey are nry bountiful at pre. 
sont. If th,y do, th·. n we ought to have 
a yrrv fln:J vear in this House, and the 
Tr.· .~st~r[ r ouiht to have the rnoFt succcssft!l 
yt :Ll' on r('oord v~ far as the TreaFury 1s 
cone ;rned. (He&r, hear!) 

J'I;·. P.\-y:,r~ (.-:ti'phel!): It y,·r~,, 1 ~-

frP'!hing- in'-~ePd to h0ar t-V( n Gov rn. tent 
::- .. ppm_ ~cr-. c:"'iricising the Gov0ran1· _lt. Th~ 
hr-n., 1 :.~rl~C'r f~l' D .~~y a~Ld f1e hon. n1r·n1-
1 .!., for \'ll(lo l:.av (tl(l D.ot hl it t t; criti-
c th:-. Gov•"rnm~ ~1t. 

RYAN: ~\nd '·h'"'\ ho .. ·_1 ml;( r for 
Fa~ ~rn. 

:\Ir. P}_._ ... {XE: Th~ ho!l. ill( ·nlL'l' for F' \~"si­
£( -:.·n alway 1 _t1f.~,,r ~. r\ a: d ~nJ:blo 

:.:,1 ~\i~~ll~~lt ~ :··~·~-./J; ~s lnn~in.~o t0b~~~:~~~~ 
c~ongh to toll the GoYornmr:nt '.>1

F_r • thev 
think t"1c:v f1r0 .-rong. Tho moYer anC1 
SC'Conder of the A(1 .1res'3 in Reply have been 
conpTat'--t.lated fron1 both ~·id( s of tho House. 
I thn1c they did Yery wei! ·.•ccording to their 
o- )nlitic:cl r:•·· of thinki: "';, but I am 
safe· in saying that thf· ncyv mc:llb-·r< of thn 
T~ab·ur party did eqnally as well. The hon. 
ntL·~1Iber for I{rpp"l's snc::·ch was fuH of 
fight, thr· hon. r l"rrlhcr for Bri:ban 1nadc 
a sensible rpeech, and the hon, member for 
Cairns made some sound remarks. We lost 
RomG good men from this side .ft the last 
<-> lo•:tion, but I think from the start the new 
Laho'Jr 1: tember~J have made, thev "'~iii go 
n long way to fill tho gap. The. first few 
days of th · ' 3 ion gave undoubted proof 
th1.t the f!1Vernment of Que ?nslard is not 
carrie-.! on• ac, Jrding to tho Yoim of the 
rhclor.. \Ve find that mme we0ks before the 
I-Iou"o l1]( t to lnms-'ct tho business of the 
~r- "sion, -,even renres0ntativ0s of this Cham­
h0r, t··.rc~hcr v.rith bvo rc·Jrc2,-ntativ0s of 
another· place, met and framr>d two Bill , 
n.nd disnatrhPd then1 to Englund, ·with tho 
r-e>ult that when the House md to do the 
l'>usinPs ~; of the f··J~.-;ion, thor0 Bills 1-Ycre pre­
s. -nted, with a very strong reminder that 
t-hey could not be altered in one "\Yord or 
letter. 

, The TREASURER: Do not forget that_ Par­
l:ranlent supported them in their action, "'~hat· 
eYer was done. 
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Mr. PAYNE : Is not that a peculiar way 
of tr.ans!wtin~ the busines:; of the State? An 
amendment suggdte l by the hen. member 
for Fasifcrn was not entertained. I claim 
th:,.,t the Denh<>m Gov,·:;rninent have dolibor­
atel~ gaggPd . s.ixty-fi,_ e representatives in 
the 1·Iou e on thiS matter. It .appears t J rL _, 
tha·~. if the Govcrnrnent can treat i1nportant 
l·?.ii:,i7 1.ation in thi-; WF:·y, 'vhy can they not 
tr8at all L :rislation in the same way? Th:­
two Bills I have n:•fcrred to were vtrJ im­
porh ret; < ne of thom had for its objoJt the 
raisin~ of tho in'<J~r( -,ton our loans frorn 3J to 
4 per ce,,t. ; the other provided that the 
Govcn1n1ent C·Juld raise money by df'bon-­
tu.n: ;;, To rny L1ind th,.; proc .. -.dure of tll(= 
Governrvnt vilas unc-)nsti·::>~tional. If it was 
condit·_tio ~=ll, tl--_n idt·3. of Quee·1sland 
being gave ··n0d voi1 e of C1e ele ,tors 
is only a fnrc~ '· +\ink the Denham Gc,-
vernmc~t haYc s~ no abilii \7 or general-
ship in LlC::~l ;··in~-,· art; irs 0£ r_._is State. 
I 1<ill quoto o~~o or twu liUle instances of 
ho-w they aro E1an- ging thing~ ('YG!l in a 
f:.lnall ·~ ay. I ma:v sa",· ·~h.~t before I over 
bring a complaint befQl;e the Hm1sc I always 
thougL~ it ··T[L a iair thing to ~0fl if I cc .del 
no~ ~ -~t that griE:Vf~Df -; r:ettlcd in the (~C­
part- --cnt concerned. I did that in this c·.tse, 
and fc Jnd I ru~dd get r-J ·-ati,.(ar:tion. I 
will c1 2.o~·r~ th::. inst LTICG of a yo·~ng lad in 
rny o-1.:.1 C'lc.:;tor-: · ·, '·ho hr_ i bc.·n ;·e---,m_­
menci 'd L;v t\e local doctm-, by the State 
school i :-ar!1cr, aJ·--l also b:-- Dr. Bourn::, 1;ho 
Y ent out to examiJCe the children's t- ,eth and 
eyr s, to t ~=m~ · dotvn South to h..tve his e""';...: 
treated, as noching could b._, done for him 
m the _loc~l ho lital. He eventually found a 
place m the Church of England shelter i-t 
Ma1·y ,'; reet. I got a telephone rin!;' from 
tho R<Jma-strcot police shtion, saying that 
~her;' w~ s a la.d from my electorate stra.ndocl 
1!1 L-r <Lid. I l :n1e in imin?diatelv and 
found that it was this lad I had' m2t 
before. I Htw him at the home in Mary 
stror,t, and ha? a converFation with hi:'' 
and ~no l1~dy Ill charge, and I discovercrl 
th~t ,ho '~~J had been lodged there by a 
po,lcemc.n. I went to tho Houo Denart­
ment, shtcd th~ ca o, ;:,nd I believe' the 
lad was ta~<en from there to a home at 
Nund1h. Be h;,d a father a.nd n10t'1er, but~ 
he ca~e _here to have his eyes treated. I 
am pmntlng o·,1t hotv this progressive Go­
vern1ne1t conduc~ th::' flffairs of the country 

u on m s1mple mcctters. The boY 
[10 p.m.] w <S sent_ to. the Nundah Orphan-

age. I ' heve i: is run by the 
O~u1:ch ?f England p<:ople, &.nd I havo everv 
aam1rahon for the \vc~· in 1vhich it is corl­
du~ted. I '' ent and sa.w the lad after he 
ha~ct, bi 0n there two or three months; and I 
must. ;av h.:: looked ver:v 1TIT.H'1 l better than 
he dw_ whe:1 he Cf1;r11-C\ fron1 Longreach. I 
had a Ietto_r hom _Jus mother r;sking that his 
far.o l ~. !Oven. hm1 from Nundah to the 
B;rsba,ne H_osprtal to have hi' eye,, treated. 
Tne letter 1s dated the 21st March, ~and it 
Ra.ys--

The SPEAKER : The han. member may 
9uote from the letter, but he must not read 
It. 

M~·· PAYNE : Very well, Mr. Speaker; 
but It will perhaps take me longer to do so 
The lad's name is O'Farrell· and I had ~ 
letter from his mother, Mrs. O'Farrell. She 
asked me if I would be kind enough to get 
the lad a pass from the Nundah Orphanage~ 
to the Brrsbane Hospital, to have his eyes 
treated. I wrote to the Railway Department 
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and received a reply, saying that if I would 
call in I would get the lad's pabs. I c:alled; 
and to my surprise they wan~ed t? g1ve me 
a pass for the one trip. Just 1magme a. 111a.n 
going to the Railway Department for a pass 
that would cost about 2d. or 3d. ! I a.m not 
a moneyed man; but I would never trouble 
the department when it was a matter of 
pence or shillings. I said tha.t was not what 
I wanted· that I wanted a pass to enable 
him to ,{ttend the Brisbane Hospital for 
three months, but they said they c<:mld not 
do it. Then I went to the Home Depart­
ment and saw the Assistant Under S8cre­
tary,' who referred me to the he::<d of. the 
Orphanage Branch, with the remmder chat 
if I could not succeed in g-etting a pan there 
I was to approach him again. ~\t the 
Orphanage Branch I was given to under­
stand that it was not an orphanage for boys 
at all-that it was a, girls' orphanage, but 
boys were there. I wrote to the Education 
Department, and they replied regretting that 
they could not see their way clear to give a 
pass to the la.d. We have heard a good 
deal from the Government side about all 
the Go.-ernment are doing for the eyes of 
children in the '\Vest, and it seems to me a. 
shabby thing when a railway passes the 
place, and th~re are seventy or eighty trains 
a day, not to give that lad a pass. T~e 
Government would have been at no lo's m 
gh-ing the pass. And wh,"n I am appealing 
for a pass for this lad, I want a pass for 
every child in the institution that has to go 
to Brisbane to have eyes treated. This lady 
said it took her all her time to pay the 
weekk allowance, and I think it was miser­
able ,;nd shabby treELtment on the part of the 
Government. There is another matter I 
want to mention. The member for Brisbar,e, 
J\fr. Kirwan, said the other evening that the 
p1aco ,vbcre the. vYomen ca,rri}-:"2-cleancr~ 
worked was filthy and in•anitary. I can tell 
the l't'Iinister another fili hv rr1d in, Jnitary 
place in connection with the Railway Depart-
1ne.:.1t-na1nelv, in the feco,nd-cla-.- c rrL"'':(' s 
between Rockhampton a•1d Longrcach. 

l\Jir. HARDACRE: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. PAYNE : I have mentioned this 
matte.r time and again, year after year; ~nd 
to my personal knowledge, ever since I have 
been a member of this House, they have 
h -~ -1 -,oc ... r:. d-c!'lSS carriafres runnirg- fron1 
Rockho,mpton to Long>;{;wh, a distance of 
424 miles, carrying women and children, and 
no lava tory carriage. 

Mr. !-IAimACRE : Scandalous ! 

Mr. PAYNE : Is there anything more 
filthy than that? I have seen it for myself. 
In that distance of 424 miles the only stop­
pages to speak of are three-placee where 
people ean get refreshments. There are 
other placeq where the train stops a few 
minutes. Just fancy a woman trying to get 
two or three sleepy children out of a scc:on?­
class carriage and get them hac'" a c;am m 
five minutes! I have told them on several 
occasions to tell the guard they were getting 
out, and not to go until they returned ; and 
I said, "If he goes a.nd leaves you, I think 
you can get some recompense." I have seen 
most filthy scenes on tho.cc second-cia:·, car­
riages; and it has been going on for years. 
A good deal has been said about the late 
election being a great win for the Govern­
ment. Wha.t was the great win they ha~? 
The Labour party got 41,555 more votes m 
1912 than they got in 1909. Was that a. 
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defeat for the Labour party? We practically 
die! better as far as voting power is con­
cerned than we ever did before. The party 
had a lot to fight at the last general elec­
tion. In the first place, there was the redis­
tribution of seats and alteration of the 
boundaries of the electorates. They cut out 
four sure Labour seats, if not six. There 
was Bulloo, Clermont, Burke, and Carpen­
taria-sure Labour seats that nobody could 
,hake. Then the leader of this party, Mr. 
Bowman, got more than enough of a 
mcc.i .:rit:· to have returned his friend, Mr. 
McLachlan. The same remark applies to 
Charters Towers. Again, we lost a lot of 
Labour votes at the last general election 
because many Labour voters did not know 
exactly what electorate they were in. Though 
I knew the boundaries of my own electorate, 
I could not tell the boundaries of other elec­
torates I visited. The trouble was that 
people did not know where to go to vote, 
and the consequence was that Labour lost a 
lot of votes. Then, we had the capitalistic 
Press against us. I suppose that under the 
existing state of affairs we shall always have 
the capitalistic Press writing on its own side, 
and no doubt· the Labour Press has to write 
on its own side, but during last election the 
Brisbane dailies were simply rotten. One 
does not expect an opponent to praise one 
when engaged in a fight, but there is such a 
thing as honesty, and in that respect the 
Brisbane daily Press was absolutely rotten. 
In a paragraph sent to me by my wife when 
I was fighting the campaign, it was stated 
that I made a statement on a public plat­
form to the effect that if I had had a re­
volver during the strike I should have had 
no hesitation in using it. I did not use those 
words. 'What I said was that if anv man 
stood where I stood and saw what I saw, 
and he had had a loaded revolver, he would 
have been tempted to use it; and I say that 
11ow. But every kind of lie ,and misrepre­
Mntation was hurled at the members of the 
Labour party during the last election. 

cl1r. HA- D.\CHE: It they hadn't any factE, 
the:,· concocte,l some. 

::\fr. P~\ ~~NE: Yes, tl1ey conC'octcc1 some. 
I sh,,ll giYe you an ide~ of the ravine of 
son1r- c r t.ll? Co.Y rnrnent cRndidates · n;ore 
parti <.u·!:,- hon. '•ntlem~n on the T~easury 
bench. I ::m going to qnoto from a sr-eech 
b · t}. :~ -::om ~ •creta.ry, as reported in the 
J\Taryhoro;;gh Cl onicle of Fridav, 12th 
April '•.c'. I sL~ll not quote the ~vhole of 
the s)Pech, but onlv such parts as sc m to 
Inc ah;:nlutely unfair. I cJ..nnot understand 
ho''' '1.l1:V ' m.n could s:>.v su~h thin-:- .3 en a 
pul:-lio platform_ 

'" T:t·0 unionist::; i1o can1e out had no 
co·mplaint~., \v?atev~r against their . em­
Plo\-_•rs. -L he1r union~. were recognised 
and in somn cases even preference t~ 
t'niDnistF was rcco.~nis •d." 

F;:_:_nc.': <-:. public rna.n n1aking a statmnent of 
tha: kind. Do wo kno\Y of prt>fer-once to 
unionis{-~ being recognised in a.nv part o£ 
Queensland? Th0 hon. ~ent1en;~n said-

" As I-Io1ne Secreta~v he gave per­
Inis5iou to ha,,.: proc~:•l;)sions thrvugh the 
strr ds on the first two days of the strike, 
hnt on the second da.v such act~ of 1a w­
les"noss and violenc~ were committed by 
n1an:v 'vho took part in the proce;;:sion, 
evidently in accordano;, with the orders 
j,,, ru d by son1o one in anthoritv over 
them." · ~ 

That i" tho dirty point I object to. Say, for 

[.ilf r. Payn~. 

argument's sake that something tmlawful 
was done, wh;~t 'a CL>ntemptlble thing it is 
for a man in a public position to stand on 
a public platform and say that the . m.en 
leading the unionists gave them perm1ss10n 
oe told them to do it. No greater falsehood 
was ever uttered by any man. The hon. 
gentluman further said-

" He rea1ised it v:as his duty, in the 
public interest, to instruct the Commis-
5ioner of Pulice that 1a vv and order must 
prevail." 

I-Io v .. ,::nt on to say-
" The unions had berm converted into 

mere political fighting machines for the 
benefit, not of the individual members, 
but of c crtain men who had mostly never 
done a day's work in their liYes. Mr. 
Harry Covne better known as " Flash 
Harry," boa;ted that ho had been on 
strike all his life, and never saved a 
'quid'." 

F~<.ncv uttcranc::-s such as those co1ning frorn 
a man like the Home Secretary. ·with all 
due rccpect to him, I do not believe he ever 
did on_, 1-vcek'"" \York in his life. Fancy a 
briefless so-licitor talking about men who had 
done 1norc rep~·oductn.:,~ \York in six mon~hs 
than he has done during· the whole penod 
of his li£c, and then saying that the members 
on this side who took part in the strike were 
only getting the unionists to. do. what t~ey 
did for political ;;obbery! That IS the lnnd 
of thing the electors had to listen to, and, 
unfortcmately, the Labour party had no Press 
to give their views to the general pubhc. 
Tho hon. ;,.(ent1crnan 1nade anothr-r statement, 
"'hich I 'hink. is worth quotir:p;. He said-

" When tho o.rdJr 'Vent forth that the 
women and little children, and that meant 
the poorest in the city, were to be starved, 
h,-, dr'cided, as an administrator of a 
Liberal den"Jcracy, t 11at theY should not 
b0 starved and h., carried out arrang-e· 
ments bv' whi~h . the local authorities 
around Brisbane were supplied with 60 
or 70 tons of flour during that period, 
to med the urgent requirements of th~> 
people." 

\V e know that is incorrect. The hon. gentle­
man ful'ther said-

" The Government flour contractor was 
at firot afmid tD supply the flour, as he 
had been threatened that his mill would 
be burnt down, and he had to assure him 
of ample protection." 

That is alto~ether incoiTect, and that is the 
kind of stuff that was given to the electors. 
I could quote a :-. reat deal more, but I do 
not think it is worth the while of hon,.st 
people to listen to it. It is a parcel of lies. 
I read a great deal of trash which was pub­
lished during that election, and I can say 
th..tt Jf I never ~·ot into Parliament I would 
never get so lmv· down as some of the :nem­
bers sitting on the Treasury benche.s d1d on 
tha~ occasion. I a.m g-lad the Mtmster for 
Public Instruction has come into the House, 
because I can join with the hon. member 
for KeppeL :1fr. Larcombe, in congratulat­
ing; the han. gentleman on c?m_ing into J?Y 
electorate. I do so because 1t IS a pecuhar 
coincidence that wherever the hon. gentleman 
spoke in my e!ect.orate I got bigger majoritie" 
than ever I got in my life. (Laughter.) That 
is true and it can be proved by fig-ur0s and 
faets. 'But o.ne of the most amusing things 
which happened !here was a statement made 
at a meeting which was held in the very 
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Dne shire h,dl at Lon~reach, and addressed 
by the }linister for Public Instruction and 
my opponent, :\Jr. J. JI.I. Cross, a former 
Labour representative for Clermont. 

:\I r. BOWMAN: A Labour rat. 

Mr. PAYNE : I suppme you would call him 
a Labour Nt. The :liinister. in criticising 
n10: action as a public man, thought he was 
domg a great deal when he told that gather­
ing that }Ir. Payne lived in one of the most 
aristocratic places in Brisbane. (Laughter.) 
Vi<Jl!, l wa.s pi<Jased in a way that he did 
mention that, because when he did so there 
was a round of applause, even from my 
vo1itical opponent-~, who have known me for 
over twenty years. In fact, some of them 
openly said that there was no house too good 
for .Jack PaJ·lw and his wife and children 
to live in. 

0PPOSITIO~ !',lE:.\IBERS: Hoar, hear ! 

~.Ir. PAYNE: That is the miserable stuff 
th;'Y tried to gull the electors with. They 
tncd to make out that I was becoming a 
capitalist and was living in one of the most 
aristocratic spots in and around Brisbane. 
The only thing I regret about it is that I 
c.<nnot afford to live in a better house. 
{Laughter.) I am one of those who honestly 
thmks that no house in moderation is too 
good for my wife and little ones. (Hear 
hear!) There is no doubt about that. i 
suppose if I liked to be nasty I could turn 
round and say to the Minister for Public 
Instruction that it appears to me that he is 
a parliamentary lodger. (Opposition laugh­
ter.) He stays hero and tho people of 
Quews!and are paying for his lodgings. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
No. 

::\lr. PAYNE: Wherever I live I pay for 
myc,elf. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
I only have the same right as the leader of 
the Upposition. 

Mr. PAYNE: I join with the hon. mem 
ber for Keppel in congratulating the hon. 
member for Fitzroy, Mr. Grant, on the fact 
that he came and spoke for my opponent, 
and I hope that on every occasion that I 
am opposed that he will come and speak 
against me again. (Hear, hear! and laugh. 
ter.) I am very pleased to see that the 
Government have given a promise to the 
president and vice-president of the Pastor­
alists' A~sociation that thPy are not going 
to interfere with the artesian bores in Cen­
tral Queensland. Those of us who were in 
this HousG during the debate on that Bill 
dealing with the conservation of water know 
very well that the \V estern members, who 
had some practical knowledge of artesian 
bores, pointed out to the Government the 
mad-headedness of the legislation that they 
were bringing in when they wanted to shut 
those bores down straight away. \Ve know 
very \Veil that. when that Bill came into this 
House the proposal was to come along at 
once and shut the bore off. If there was 
an accident and the water disappear~d, or 
broke out somewhere ebe, the man who 
sunk that bore at a cost of perhaps £1,500 
to £2,500, would get no recompense. That 
would be hard on the small selector-the 
20,000-acrc selector in Central Queensland. 
At that time the hon. members for Warrego 

and Gregory, and also the late memb\)r for 
Bulloo, Mr. Allen, who represented Western 
constituents, ali pointed out how mad the 
Government would be if they attempted to 
pass legi,lation of that character. We suc­
ceeded in staying their hands for ten years, 
as the Government accepted an amendment 
to that effect. Since then I see that the­
Denham Government-the Liberal Govern­
ment--have come along, because the presi­
dent and vice-president o£ the Pastorali~ts' 
Association met the Treasurer and Prenuer, 
and with one stroke of the pen they said, 
" N'o; we are not going to shut theJ? down 
at all." The Ministry would not hsten to 
the advice given by the practic'hl men on 
this side when that Bill was going through. 
tho House. If anyone will look up my re· 
marks on that occasion they will see that I 
spoke in a plain, blunt way, and I said 
that if the Government went on with the 
proposal that it would intArfero with the 
people engaged in that industry in that por­
tion of the State. As far as the Treasurer 
is concerned, let me say that while I am .a 
member of this House I will never take h1s 
word for a snap of the fingers. "Once bit,­
twice shy." I would not take the Trea­
surer's word for a snap of tho fingers. . I 
would have to get it in black and white. 
'l'ho present Treasurer, Mr. Barnes, pla?ed 
me in a very miserable position by makmg 
certain statements to me in refercmce to the 
re::ulations in connection. with that \Vater 
Co~nservation Bill, with the result that I 
wrote to several people in my own elec· 
torate

1 
but when the regulations can~e out 

the thing was practically worse than It was 
before. 

Mr. HuNTER: Worse than the Bill? 

Mr. PAYNE: Yes; worse than the DilL 
It placed me in this position: Mr. Fergu­
son, of \Vestbourne, and Mr. Bligh, of 
Aramac, wrote to me and I quoted the 
Treasurer's exact words to them. I said 
that the thing would be all right when the 
regulations came out. I got a ldter from 
tbese gentlemen, and they said to me, "I. do 
not know if you know what you are tallnng 
about. Have you seen the regulations?" I 
admitted that I had not, but I took the word 
of the Treasurer but never again. (Laugh. 
ter.) While I a~ a member of this House 
and have any dealings with the Treasurer, 
they "·ill alwa:~ s have to be in bh':ck and 
white. \Vith regard to the other Mims~flrs, 
I always find that although we . may. chffer 
politically, if they tell me certam thmgs I 
always find that they are pretty accurate. 
(Hear, hear!) I can always rely on oth":r 
Ministers, but not on the Treasurer. It IS 
not a fair thing for a Minister of the qrown 
to make a statement to the repre.;entahve of 
an electorate and convey a wrong impreosion 
to him, which he repeats to other people in 
his electorate because it only makes a man 
look foolish. 'we have had something abouL 
the strike, and as I took an active 12art in 
that strike I want to have somethmg to 
say about it. If I did not say somethi~1g 
about the strike, hon. mE'mbers opposite 
would sav that I was afraid to mention it. 
Let me say at once that any part I took in 
the late Brisbane strike I am not ashamed 
of, and not afraid to refer to. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. PAYNE: I heard a good deal of dis. 
cussion on this, and I have heard some of 
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the most diabolical fal•·ohoods that have ever 
fallen from the lips of human beings come 
from members on that side of the House. I 
feel that in an upheaval of the kind that 
took plac0 during the Brisbane strike that 
unionists sometimes do things that are not 
right, but I quite agree with what has been 
said on this side, and I say it again-that 
the Donham Government were responsible 
for the strike. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. HARDACRE: There is no doubt ah"ut 

it. 

~·lr. PAYNE: There is no doubt what .. 
ever.. I asked a question a few days a~o 
of Hie Home Secretary, and one of the 
questions was to this effect : I asked how 
many special co1: ;tables that were sworn in 
were under the ago of twenty-one years. 
The J\IiniJter side-stepped tho whole thing 
by saying that where the magistrate saw 
that tho applico,nt did not appear to be 
tv::_;1ty-one :~cars of age he was not sworn 
in. That is no answer at all. 

Mr. COYNE: Thev took their knicker­
bockers off them and supplied them with 
trousGrs. (Laughter.) 

Mr. PAYNE: I can bring lads of niiw­
teen y0ars of age to-morrow who will say 
that they were sworn in as special con­
stables. 

:\Ir. CoY"E: Some of their parents sup­
plied them with rcvol vers. 

Mr. PAYNE : I can bring boys of nino­
teen years and under. To my 1nind it was 
done with a purpose. Once the Prime Min­
ister of the Commonwealth, Mr. Fisher, re­
fused the militarY the Denham Government 
did all they co,;ld to ha V<' blood shed ir; 
Brisbane. 

OPPOSITION ME11BERS : Hear, hoar ! 

Mr. PAYNE: They knew very well th'1t 
thme lads wore better suited for their pur­
pose than men of mature :; ears and common 
S9llSO. 

:.Ir. GcNN: 'Were not some of the vigil­
anLe officers under nineteen too? 

Mr. Hu:-<TER: ·where were you at the 
time? 

Mr. GUNN: In Brisbane. 

Mr. C' 'YNE: Then you ought to know that 
none of them \vera under nineteen. 

~Jr. P .A .. iNE: They were a.ll n1ature n1emw 
hers of union· .. , I could take =·ou to Clay­
. field and show you some of the 
[10.30 p.m.] grcc3.est larrikins in this city 

wh0 wcro sworn in as specials, 
and they dolib·.ratdy inmlted men and 
women goin>: along the stred. I am not 
saymg that every lad who was sworn in 
"\Va:.o Jarrikin Or lo\v dov.rn, but a good 
many of them were. I am fair-minded, but 
I S'<Y that some of the SC'Im of the city 
were sworn in, and it was done for a pur­
pose. I was grossly insulted by four lads 
at the Customs House when in the comp!tny 
of the latB hon. member for Bowen and 
but for the generosity of two of the' mem­
bers of the perman<'!nt polic, I am satisfied 
I would not have allowed those lads to do 
what they wanted to do with me. The hon. 
member and I stood for a couple of minutes 
opposite the Custom-house. The street was 
p_ractically clear for fifty yards on either 
side of us, and four of these impudent lads 
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came up to us. They did not ask you to 
move on, but they went to chove you. The 
first thing I thought of doing was to haul 
off and hit one of them, and but for a 
member. of the permanent police I would 
have done it or would have tried to do it. 
I said to th~m. "Why, hang it all, there 
is no rush hero·. vVe are doing no harm." 
And they gave us all the. impudence and 
slang in the world. They chd all t(le:/ co~ld 
to incite decent honest peopL, and I clmm 
that the Denham Government swore them 
in for that purpose. 'When Fisher refused 
to send the military to Brisbane, they made 
up their minds they wore going to act in 
such a way that the military would have to 
come, but they failed. 

Mr. HARDACRE: Some of them had batons 
loaded with lead. 

J', Ir'. PAYNE : I was one of those who 
thought that it would have been the finest 
thing in the '· orld if Fisher had come here 
with the milii.M'. Once he landed here 
with the military, we know that the trade 
unionists of Qu~ensland would do more for 
Andrew Fisher than for any other man m 
Australia. vV c know very well that Andrew 
Fisher was a unionist himself, and that he 
has been victimised all over Queer:sland, 
that he has been starved on Gympie for 
holding union principlos, and he would only 
have had to get up and make a speech to 
thos~ 20,000 men, and I fed satisfied they 
would haYe done anything reasonable. Once 
Fisher came here-some of the lawyers and 
constitutional authorities on the other side 
··-ill know '"hether I am correct or not-once 
Fisher caae )pre, he would hav'-' been the 
supreme power. He could_ have ordered 
the speci.,ls off the street. He could have 
ordered the police off the elreet. (Laughter.) 
I-Ie could heLve deported Badger; he could 
have deported C:iliill--(laughter)-or . even 
my friend Harry Coyne, if he hJ,md. 
(R.c·newod Lmghtor.) Onoo he answered the 
call of the Pr<CmiGr of Queensland and 
stepped in here with his military, he could 
have told every one of th~m----<'v~n the 
Ministers-to sit do·wn and m1nd their own 
business; that he was going to S€ttle the 
dispute. {Laughter.) 

Mr. HUNTER: Do you think he could have 
deported thD Government? (Laughter.) 

Mr. PAYNE: He could have deported 
anyone. (LaughtBr.) 

::VIr. HrNTER: Then why didn't he come? 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. PAYNE : Under the Constitution he 
could have deported anybody who stood in 
the ·vccy of peace being brought about. He 
could have gone further. He could have 
told Badger, according to the Act he vvas 
working under, to start his trams in twenty­
four hours or else he would run them him­
self. (Laughter.) 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. PAYNE: You may laugh, but I 
know a great deal about constitutional law 
and order. (Renewed laughter.) He could 
have taken those trams, and he could have 
called the tramway men together and put 
them on the trams, and could even have 
told t,hem to wear their badges if he liked. 
(Laughter.) 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. PAYNE: I thought at the time it 
would have been a good thing if hD had 
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come. But I expect he has his own way of 
thnkin;r, but it struck me at the time that 
he had a golden opportunity to prove that 
he was the man who could settle disputes. 

Mr. HARDACRE: He would not have como 
for the purpose for which the Go-,.ernment 
wanted him to come. 

Mr. P A'< NE : No ; but I fancy he would 
have done gond work if he had come. I 
·wa.j ratlL~r amure::d at hearing tho Ilon1J 
Secretary read that list of outrages that were 
committed during the strike. I may say this 
is not the first industrial upheaval I have 
been conneded with. I am dead oppoeed to 
strikes, whether general strikes or ordinary 
strikes, b-~t you will n'- ver get me to vote 
for legisldion to stop men etriking unless 
you givG them a fair deal otherwise. L\ny 
practic~~I n1an, no matter which side of the 
Hoe.q h" sits on, going through that list 
of outn.tge9 1vould knov~ at once that tho 
man w:w compiled the list was closely con­
ne~ted \;,·ith Dublin Castle. I have worl<cd 
in mine'; for years, and I know the use of 
dynarnih and all explosives, and tho thing 
is ricliculou•,. Just fancy a man in the posi­
tion of tho Home Secretary bringing in as 
an outrago the throwing of rotten eggs into 
a tram! (Luughter.) I admit it is not a 
nic,_ thing, but how could yon call it an out­
rage? 'J:he most pe;:uliar thing about these 
outrage", is tha,t not one of those combustibles 
went off. They were all found; and I find 
that three or four of them were found b,, 
tho one man. To any practic-"1 mind tl1c 
I--Io1n~ Secretary only shov.rod his ignoranc• 
'in attempting to get an opinion from thu 
({overnnlent Analj st ;_o bGut i 1:W result of a 
charge of dynamite going· off. \Vh.y-, Gu~at 
Scott! don't"'" all know that if a charge of 
dynamite or any combu-,tible w. nt otf, ir 
would rc·obably do some damago? He says 
that the Go:v8rnrnent Analyst aE,erted that, 
if this supposed charge had gone off, the 
whee1s of the tramcar would have been 
blown l'~1 and fragments would have he: n 
spread through the air. (Laughter.) Why, 
to a man of the world and a practic,tl man, 
the whole thing is moonshine, and any man 
who has read an:; thing of the history of 
other parts of the world can see at a glanc~ 
where the thing came from. It is not the first 
time in my lifo that I have heard such 
charges levelled against unionists. I a:il 
not goi•.·.g to read the list. I notice there io 
a J aLe; Hooper who found four pa-::kc•ts of 
dynamite. A most peC'u!iar thing, a tra•:1 
sweeper found nine dynamite caps and a 
small quantity of dynamite. ~urely if these 
people meant to do any damage that is not 
the way they would have laid those things. 
The "'·hole thing is too thin. In 1891 the 
unionists were charged with exactly the same 
thing. vVhen they arrested the first five men 
in that strike at Barcaldine, I was one of 
five others who saw it to the finish. I 
thought I eaw ~onternptible miserable things 
done then, but the Denham Government ('r.n 
c:1p them. \.Ve had then a Conservative Go­
vernment in power, and you will hear people 
say they were bad enough to do anything. 
But there was a good deal of hom•sty 
about some things they did. They were 
bitter fighters, but they never got real low 
down. The most they did was to ride with 
the military through the camps, but the 
Government of the clav did not arm a lot 
of men with sticks to knock >\omen and 
children on the head. For instr.nce, a man 
who was in the office with mo at Barealdine 

on his way to lunch was charged with poison­
ing a swaddy, as we termed them up there 
-that was one of the men sent up to L:"l' 
law and order. 1Ie was charged with poic,o.1-
ing that man by giv:ng him an appl':, and 
it was e :·•erwin d afterwards th::tt 1\nt m:-:n 
was in the habit of taking fits and that he 
took one of those periodical f1ts and fell 
clown in the str-•et. The Press at that time 
came out with great headlines abont tho 
blood thirst,, unionists attempting to i:akc 
that man's" life. Another man was al'l·,,;,c; 
for attempting to cut a bridge. I Wu'llcl ask 
the Se"1rPtary for Lands to hunt up the re­
marks of the present Judge Rehl on i:hat 
particular case. Judge Real went out and 
inspected that bridge, and said it wn.s a 
practical man who cut that bridge. It 
was cliso:;vered that the rnc,.n who had 
been arrested did not knov.r ho\v to sharpen 
a saw. As a matter of fact, iL 'vas also 
proved that as the piles of the bridge v: .-r' 
cut in a V J1ape, it \-.-as ju.,t a~) strong- aft~r 
being cut and had dropped the thickness 
of the saw as it was before. The first shed' 
that were burnt in Q•1eensla 'lei in 1891 were 
not burned by unioniscs. The flrst clc.0~s that 
\Vere burned do1vn three y ~~ars afterv.~ards 
were not burned down by unionists. I am 
not going to say who burm:J them down. 
It is past and gynP, b:tt if nf'c,_,;;s:ary 
I could bring papers to prove that they 
were burnt clown for the purpose of be­
littling the unionists in the <'yes of the 
general public. They did the same in con­
nection with the Brisbane strike. The Press 
was full of a lot of misstatements about so:me 
windows being broken in the Valley. I 
tra.cc·cl the v hole thing-, and there was not a 
unionist among them. The owner of that 
shop will tell you that his pla.te-glass win­
dew> were broken by a lot of hooligans-a 
1 ot of lads unckr t1.vcnty-one yc<:,,l's of aye. 
I traced th,, -,:P<Jle t~1in ~ oc1t mys ··If, so. as to 
b' c"rhin cf where I was in the matter. I 
saw nothing of this potato "band and this 
beer band. Members on the opposite side 
have tried to make the public believe that 
members on this side of the House tried to 
make the unionists create war. If it had 
not been for members of the Labour party 
telling the strikers not to break the law and 
thus force Fishe-r to send the military here, 
the han. gentleman would have had blood­
shed. They were looking for it, and they 
would have had it. As regards Cahill and 
his satellites, I saw that man, and as an 
Australian native I never thought I would 
have lived to see the cowardly low-down 
work of riding helpless women and child:~:en 
down when they had neither a stick nor a 
stone in their hands. And those miserable 
men talk about their bravery! No man ad, 
mires a brave man more than I do, but a 
our I hate. I believe there are hrave men 
opposite. I could put my hand on one or 
two who would not stoop to that dirty low­
clown work that was done in the late strike. 
The history of that strike has been given, 
and I do not care about repeating what has 
already been said, but a good thing cannot 
be said too often. \Ve have been told we 
did nothing to stop it. Did we not go to 
the Premier, did we not go to the Minister 
for Railways, and did we not go to the 
Hom<' Secretcny? Vl e did everything pos­
sible before that general strike carne about. 
What did members of the Government do? 
They slunk into their lofts like curs. Did. 
they take a similar attitude to that taken by 
the Government of England? Why, even 
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the King of Engl~nd went out of his way 
to try and make peace, and yet these miser­
able people said, "Let them stew in their own 
soup !" I feel warm in speaking on this mat­
ter because I stood and saw a good deal of 
what happened, and I know I was credited 
with saying something I never did say. Any­
thing I said I am not ashamed of, and any­
thing I did I am not ashamed of. I was 
honest in my intention of trying to stop the 
strike,. but the Government were trying to 
fan the flame, and when I saw there was 
no hope of stopping the strike. I said, " Let 
them go." I did all I could to maintain 
law and order. Every man on every public 
platform when they saw they had to fight, 
while they appealed to the unionists to stick 
to their guns as unionists, they also appealed 
to them to keep within the four corners of 
the law, and one of the greatest reasons why 
I did thaL was because I did not want 
Labour turned on Labour. I did not want 
the unionists to do some deeds that would 
nec<'ssitate Fisher sending the military her13 
to stop them. I have a pretty clear con­
science of not having done wrong to any­
body, and I am not one of those who 
would deliberately push a fight on. What 
was the position of the Han. the Pre· 
1nier, sticking in his O'lll DouE~ with a 
guard of police round it to protect him? 
I would sooner to.-morrow die a thousand 
times-and I am not the youngest man in the 
House-than have fifty or sixty or a hundred 
pclicemen arCJund my hour<:> to protect me. 
'The Premier had the opportunity of his life 
in making himself the Sc,ldon of Queens­
land. and he Eeed no.t have taken one side 
or the other. He could have t~ken an honest 
stand if he had had bacld or:e. I venture to 
say that if Dill Kidston was here he would 
have done it. Dad and all as he is, he has a 
back bon e. If he had been here that strike 
would not have lasted twent.v-four hours, and 
thn Lit c:-a.l party would not !,ave suffered 
anything from it either. I am not prepared 
to say whether the strike was a godsend, 
because a strike of that kind cannot be a 
:. odsend to any comtnunity. 

An HONOURABLE J\IEMBER: It wa0. a god­
s<>nd to tho Government. 

Mr. PAYNE: _\.s far as that is con· 
corned, I have been given to understand 
that it assisted them in certain directions; 
but, after all, I fail to see it. It would have 
bc;en moro honest, if they had not the money 
t<> pay men on construction works, to dis­
charge them for the time l·eing, and I think 
the country would have h"'n better---

'l'h'l SPEAKER: Order! 

J\fr. PAYNE: It i~ all righL, Mr. Speaker. 
I don't w-1nt an cxtenc.ion 

;\Ir. CR \ WFORD (Jlonnt ~i',fo!'{Jan): I move 
the adjournment of the debate. 

Question put and passed. 
The resumption of the debate was made an 

Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

The PREl\IIER: I move that the House 
do no.w adjoarn. 

Question put and passed. 

The House adjourned at eight minutes to 
11 o'clock. 
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Questions. 




