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AdjouTnment. (9 .JULY.] Questions. 91 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

TuE~DAY, 9 JuLY, 1912. 

The SPEAKSR (Hon. \V. D. Ar:mtrong, 
Loclyer) took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

ME::YIBKG SWORN. 
MR. T. . BoucH ·RD. 

Mr. THo~.us \VILLI'.~! BoUC•lAJm, having 
bkon the 0ath "-ncl ab ribed th: roll, took 
his .;,:~at a.~ L'k::nber for the elvctoral district 
of So'.lth Bri':baEe. 

PAPERS. 
The following papers, laid on the table, 

were ordered to be printed :-
Correspondence between the Chief Secre­

tary of Pueensland and the Prime 
Minister o£ the Commonwealth re­
specting the erection of more central 
sugar-mills. 

R~ turn to an Ordc· r•lative to attEndance 
of memb'rs during the hst session of 
Parliam(mt, m;de by the House, on 
motion o£ 11r. l\lay, on the 4th 
instant. 

A UDITOR-GENEK\L'S REPORTS. 

Th~, SPEAKER announced the receipt of 
reports fro:n thf' "\udiLn···Ge 1eral respecting 
Savin.;:;s Bank secnritic·, Treasury bills, and 
sinking fund under the Government Loan 
.Lt of 1910. 

Ordered to be printd. 

ATTE:::\DANCE2· OF l\IE1lBERS. 

HETURN TO ORDER. 

T;,e PREI1llER (Hon. D. F. Denham, 
Oxl6y} laid on the table of the House. the 
return a,:-:ed for by Mr. JIIAY (Flinders) 
showing the number of sitting days and a 
regist,er of the attendance of members of the 
Legislative Aeo~mbl.' during the last session 
of Parliament, and stati.'1g that such a retum 
would be printed each year and included in 
the registers of the House, 

Ordered to be printed. 

QUESTIONS. 
ALLEGED PnEFERn:NTIAL 'rnEATMENT FOR 

MESSRS. DENHAM BROTHERS. 

Mr. McCORMACK (('airns) asked the Sec-­
retary for Agrir .!lture and Stock-

" 1. Is ho ,_!,v-aro tl>~_i, there haYe recently 
been a numbor of consignments of 
potatoes from Southern ports, infested 
with moth borers and Irish b!ignt, con­
de'"mr d at Cairns by departmental in­
spectors? 

"2. Does he know that in cases where 
the condemned potato<:s were shipped by 
firms other than Denham Brothers, the 
goods were confist·dted and destroyed, 
but that tho potatoes shipped by Denham 
Brothers, though condemned, were re­
leased and allowed to go into local con­
sumption? 

" 3. Can he give an explanation of 
the preferential treatment to Denham 
Brothers?" 
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The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
AND S'l'OCK (Han. J. Tolmie, Toou·oomba) 
replied-

" 1. Yes. 
" 2. He knows therE\ was no differentia­

tion between firms. 
" 3. (a) There was no pref<:Tential treat­

ment; (b) preferential treatment is not 
allowed." 

PROPOSED BRANCHES OF CAIRNS RAILWAY. 

JYh. 'rHEODORE (Chillagoe), on behalf of 
Mr. GILLIES, rc~kd the Secretary for Rail­
ways-

" 1. \Vhen does he expect to com­
mence clca.ring operations on the proposed 
Mahnda-1\Iillaa \Iillaa Railway? 

" 2. VVhen does he exped to com­
men~e the cGnJtruotion of the proposed 
Tumoulin to Cedar Creek Railway?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Han. W. 'l'. Paget,, _71cfcL<·kuy) replied-

" 1 and 2. Owing to the amount of con­
struction work in hand, and the great, 
difficulty of making the working survey 
through the dense scrub on the former 
line, it will be impossible to commence 
building them for sever.l] months." 

EDUCATION OF ROCKHAMPTON STATE ORPHANAGE 
CHILDRE!';. 

Mr. ADAMSON (Rockluunpton) as1<ed the· 
Home Secretary-

. " 1. Is he aware that it is alkged that 
there are a number of children in the 
Rockhampton State Orphanage who are 
receiving no education? 

"2. Is he further av,"are that it is being 
freely stated that the Rockhampton 
Orpl~a!'age buildings are in a dilapidated 
condition, and badly need renov•ating? 

" 3. If on inquiry these allegations are­
found to be correct, ·Will he take such 
st<;ps ccs are necessary to remedy these 
thmgs ?" 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. G. 
Appel, Albert) replied-

"' 1. The only State institution at Rock­
hampton is the receiving depot. Children 
are continually passing in and out; but 
are not retaim·d there except for medical 
treatm<'ot. There are only seven children 
there at the present time, four of whom 
are of school age. 

" 2 and 3. Yes, this was reported by the 
insrect,or in his last annual report and 
plans have since been prepared by t1he 
\Yorks Department for the erection of 
new buildings, and approval has been 
given for the calling of tenders therefor.''' 

FREE RAILWAY PASSES TO DENOMINATIONAL 
SCHOOL CHILDREN. 

Mr. ADAMSON asked the Premier-
" 1. Did the Chief Secr.etary issue in­

structions, on 22nd April last that free 
season tickeh on the railways' should be 
issued in certain centres of popul·ation to 
all children attending denominational 
schools who had attained the 5th stan­
dard or an equivalent? 

" 2. If it "as right and desirable to 
issue such free season tickets to children 
attending these schools, would it not 

have been more in harmony with politi­
oal decency to have waited un~il ~he 
general elections were over before ISsumg 
them? 

"3. Is it his intention to is:,ue such 
tickets to scholars of .a similar standard 
of education attending private schools?" 

The PREMIER replit:'d­
" 1. No. 
'' 2 and 3. See answer to No. 1." 

PETITION. 

WYNNUM A"D :MANLY GAS LIGHTING CoM­
PANY'S BILL. 

Mr. BOUCHARD (Brisba w South) pre­
sented a petition from the Wynnu~ and 
Manly G:t.s Lighting Company praymg for 
Je,ave to introduce a Bill to enable the com­
panv to supply. gas or other li['ht to the towns 
of \Yynnum ·and Manly and their suburbs 
and for other purposes. 

Petition received. 

SAVINGS BANK STATISTICS. 

On the motion o£ Mr. HTTNTER (JI· aranoa), 
it was foimally n·solvcd-

" That there be laid upon the table of 
the House 1a return showing-

" 1. The number of separate offices 
which have been formed in connection 
with the Government Savings Bank. 

"2. The names of the towns where 
such offices have been established, 

'' 3. The names of those appo_inted . to 
permanent positions in connection With 
such offices. 

" 4. The names of those acting as 
.agents for the bank, together with the 
population of the town in which e·ach 
branch office is established. 

"5. The rel•ative cost in each instance 
of establishing .a separate branch Savings 
Bank ,as compar€d with the former 
method. 

" 6. The Savings Bank business trans­
acted at the above pla<'es for the twelve 
months ended 30th June, 1912, showing 
-(a) The total deposits; (b) The totrul 
withdr,awals." · 

JOINT COMMITTEES. 
MESSAGE FROM THE Cm.:;:.;crL. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of 
a message from the Council, inti1nating 
that-

" The President, Mr. Norton, and 
I\lr. Brentnall be appointed members of 
the joint committee for the manage­
ment of the Parliamentary Library; 
the Pre~id,,nt, IVb-. Murphy, and Mr. 
Fahey he appoir:ted members of the 
joint committee for the ma1eagement of 
the Par1i ;,2nontarv Refresbn1ent-rooms; 

. and the President, ~,Ir. Cowlishaw, and 
Mr. Hall be ap;:>ointed members of the 
joint co111E1ittee for the n1anagement 
and superintendence of the Parliamen­
tary Buildings; and requesting that the 
Assembly nominate a like number of 
members, with a view to give effect to 
the 8th Joint Standing Order." 
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On the motion of the PREMIER {Hon. D. 
F. Denham, Oxley), it was formally re­
solved-

~' 1. That the following members of 
this House be appointed members of the 
Joint Library Committee: -Mr. Speaker, 
Mr. Gunn, and Mr. Lennon. 

~' 2. That the following members of 
~h!s House be appointed members of the 
JOint committee for the management of 
the Refreshment-rooms :-l'ilr. SpGaker, 
Mr. Booker, and Mr. Mav. 

~' 3: That the following members of 
~h!s Hous~ be appointed members of the 
Jomt committee for the management 
and sup_erintendenc" of the Parliamen­
ta?. Buildings :-Mr. Speaker, Mr. 
Pe,ne, and :Mr. Payne. 

"4,. That these appointments be com­
mumcated to the .Legislative Council in 
t~e usual form, in reply to their message 
ot date the 9th instant'." 

DAYS OF SITTING. 
The PRE:YliER, in moving-

" That, unless otherwise ordered the 
House will meet for the dm.patch of'busi­
ness at 3 o'clock p.m. on Tuesday Wed­
nesday, and Thursday in each week; and 
that o_;1 ruesday and Wednesday, and 
after 1 o clo~k p.m. -9n Thursday, Go­
vernment bu~mess do take precedence of 
all other busmess "-

said:. This is a motion that has usually been 
sumbittcd when the House assembles. The 
day~ and hours, I think, will be found con­
venient to. n1e1nbers, and after the session 
wears on, If the business is found to be con­
g~sted, we. can do, as in the last and pre­
v.I~':'s ses,wns, ask leave for additional 
sit,m(' d':'ys. I beg to move the motion 
standmg m my name. 

"Mr; HAJYH~TON .(Gregor:y): I called 
No, formal to th1~ motiOn principally 

for tho reas'?n shown m the remark made 
by the Premier at t~1e fir:ish of his speech a 
f~'V: mmut~s ago-that 1s, the manner in 
whwh worK hrts been congc,8ted towards 
tho .end of thA :',ession. Now we are 
st':'rtmg a new session, and it is to be 
la1d de wn we are going to ;,it three da,:s a 
we~k. That is the usual co ursA tha,t has been 
folwwed, and we know the oustm:1 towards 
the latter Lnd of the session has been to sit 
five. da;;s ~nd almost five nights a week, and 
bus.mess IS I:us):ted through in a manner 
":'hwh mak~s It Impossible to give that atten­
tl~n to B11ls that they should receive. I 
thm!< we ought to sit four days a week 
earh~r than has been the custom. I should 
oertam~y like, to. 'ee th.". House sit four days 
a wecl\., a_nct nsp earlier, so as to allow 
illf'":'~ers time. to get to their homes before 
Chns,nus, wluch h~s never been possible for 
any n1omher who lives away from Brisbane. 
Ap!'rt fro!ll thfl;t, I object to the manner in 
wluch busnw:,s 1s rushed through. I remem­
ber a prot~st w':'s. entered in another place 
las.t year, 111 whiCh they said they were not 
gomg !o stand that kind of thing again. A 
very vig?rous protest. was made against the 
manner m .whiCh busmess was being rushed 
thro~gh thts Chamber and sent on to them. 
I thmk we ought to sit four days a week as 
I do not thi!'k any mem~er, when we 'get 
c.lose to Chnstmas, and s1t day and night 
hke ":e have been doing, can give proper 
attentwn to the business of the House. 

Question put and paesed. 

ADDRESS IN REPLY. 
RESUMPTION OF DEBATE. 

Mr. BOWMAN (Fortitude Valley), who on 
rising was received with " Hear, hears!" 
said : I desire, in the first place, to con­
gratulate the memb1•r for Gympie and also 
the member for Bowen on the able manner 
in which they moved an-d sec>mded the .adop­
tion of the Address in Reply. 

HoNOURABLE :MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. BOWMAN: The Address in Reply, of 
course, indicates, as we all kno\v, the very 
happy downfall that has been exp.,rienced, 
not only in Queensland, but almost through­
out the Commonwealth. The prospects 
previous to that downfall, as ha" be8n indi­
cated already, were particularly gloomy. I 
think that the rain we have experienced has, 
at any rate, given heart to almost every 
citizen and colonist throughout Auetraiia. 
'With reference to the programme itself, I 
mu.,t say that I am disappointed with the 
Speech that has been delivered to us. There 
are many subjects that are notified there that 
one can only say wi!l receive his support 
when he sees the Bills. But I notice there 
are some omi:sions frorrl the Speech that have 
previously characterised the Governor's 
Speech a~ submitted to this House. One, I 
think, has been before this House for some 
years, and that is a Trades Disputes Bill. I 
believe that that Bill was included in the 
famous Rockhampton programme, but the 
Government of the day seem to think that It 
is time that it was wiped off tho slate, and 
evidently they have done so. Also another 
Bill that has been promised for some years 
has bMn omitted, and is one, I· am sure, the 
hon. member for Ipswich has expre,o-;ed him­
seif in favour of on more than one occasion. 
That is a State Insurance Bill. 

Mr. HuNTER: He is on the wrong side of 
the House now. 

HoN. J. \',', BLAIR: He is inside, at any 
rate. 

Mr. BOWMAN: There is a Bill pi·omised 
th 1t i 1 naturally of interest to this side of 
the Hou;e, and that is an Industrial Peo,ce 
Bill. But there is a Bill that I would very 
much like to have seen brought in by the 
Government, and that is a m0asure providing 
for public abattoirs. I believe there is an 
urgent necossitv for such a mn; •mre as that 
being introduced and placed on the statute­
book The U ndcr Secretarv for ~l.griculture 
has written a very fine ;eport as to the 
advisableneo;;s of stlch a thing, and of the 
necessity of dispensing with the present 
system of private slaughter-houses. Also he 
OXlll'c:-, c:1 verv clnarlv ind0ed the urgent 
necessity for ~ pub1i(' ;,battoirs, seeing that 
to-de,y we are practically the only State in 
Australia that has not a public abattoir. 
Tho Industrial Peace Bill is, no doubt, the 
outcorr''' of the recent general strike, and I 
believe a good deal will be s:1id of the 
general strike during this discussiun. I want 
to make it vepy clrar that 've as a narty 
have always believed in the principle of 
arbitration as against strikes. 

Mr. MoRGAN: The results show differently. 
Mr. BOWMAN: If my friend, the hon. 

member for Murilla, will just keep quiet I 
will be able to point cut to him that it 
has been one of the principles that has been 
advocated by this party since its inception, 
and promised it to this House, and then with­
drew it to substitute a vV ages Boards Bill 
merely to please the hon. gentleman and 
others who sit for constituencies such as he· 
represente. · 

llfr. Bowman.] 



Address in Reply. [ASSEMBLY.] Address in Reply. 

Mr. :MoRGAN : How do you account for the 
record number of strikes during the last 
year? 

Mr. BO"W1\IAN: There are times, even 
al~~ough ther,' is labour legislacion dealing 
Wit;1 stnkes-and I Yvnture to Pay had the 
Refnrcndum Bill bevn carried hst year there 
would have been no difficulty at all in Bris­
bane, so far as the Brisbane Tramways' strike 
wa-s concerned, and the GovernmE.,nt know that. 

OPPos,rTION IV1E1lBET\'): liear, hear! 
IYir. LO\;r)lh..N: 'rYe sought to get greator 

povvers _on that occasi'ln, and the p-eople of 
Quocn,'j_._an,:, as ,.,,ell n'; of o~her Stltes, said 
they ihou;,ht the Con inom·.·J.<lth P.u-liam<'!It 
vrere SPeking too n1uch po\ver. 
. The HOlliE SECHETARY: Yes, but this par­

twular dispute was bdore the Arbitration 
Court. 

Mr. BOWMAN: The hon. gentleman 
speaks' about this matter being before the 
Arbitration Ce-urt. 'Y~1,s he not 1a 1nember 

of thD Government which strove 
[4 p.m.l to prevent thosD men getting it 

bc£ore the Arbitration Court? 
Did not thD hen. gentleman's late leader 
Mr. Kidston, offer to pay the expenses of 
prewmting those men getting before the 
Arbitration Court? 

An OPPOSITION ME:l!IBER : He did pay them. 
The HO:YIE SECRETARY: ·what j-,, the goDd of 

telling· us that? It Y• as before the court. 

Mr. BOWMAN: It came beforG th~ court 
subsequently. 

The Ho_,.,E SECRETARY : It was ·beforB the 
court, and you know it. You have missed 
the mark. 

:Mr. BOWMAN: I have struck the mark. 
The HmiE SECRETARY : You arc missing the 

mark, and 3 'JU know it. 
Mr. HARDACRE: It was thor<c twelve months 

before anything was done. 
The HOME SECRETARY: \V·hose fault was 

that? Was that not the fault of the Arbi­
tration Court? 

TI:e SPEAKER: Order ! If interjections 
contmu<e to be made in this manner, I shall 
have to call to order ·every member who in­
terjects. It is impossible for the hon. mem­
ber to continue his speech under such con­
ditions. 

Mr. BO\YMA:.J: When interjections are 
pouring in from right and left, from front 
•and back, it is almost impossible for one to 
follow the thread of his argument. I was 
under the i·11prcs·.ion that I had an hour and 
a-l1alf to speak, but I am informed that I 
have :omlc· a;r hour, and thc.t being so I wish 
to rerer bnE~Y to t,he tramway strike. I 
suppose the history of that strike is known 
to every h_on. member here, but it is just as 
well that 1t should be stated. again, beoause 
the tramway employDes have had a manager 
w.hom they have had to fight for eight or 
n1n-o :rear:c; to mv knowlrdge. Eight years 
ag~ I was one of those who took •a hand in 
trymg to organise thosD men and Mr. 
Badger, the businec1 manager ~f the com­
pany, carpeted the ringle,aders in that move­
ment and dismi,R<>d them on the spot. The 
day has long gone by when any one employer 
oan take up an attitude such as that and be 
tolerated by the people in any given place. 
·we h:we a trade union law which gives us 
the nght to combine. but this honourable 
gentler:ran seems to think that he is a law 
unto himself. and he does not want his men 
to belong to any .association other than the 

[11fr. Bou;nvm. 

one he wishes them to join. V,Then Mr. 
Badger appeared before Mr. Justice Higgins 
at the Arbitration Court in :Y1elbourne, he 
showed that he ''as opposed to unionism, 
and that he was doing his best to break the 
Tramwavs Union \vhich vvas st'"'rtPd. Tho 
tramw.ay employ,;es of Australia l1ave an 
association known as the Tramway Em­
ployees Asmciation vf Auc,ralia. Our tr-am­
way mnploy_,.,s sought to bu rc6istered as a 
branch of that asoociation in the Arbitration 
Court. Mr. Badger was •altogether opposed 
to his men having anything to do with men 
outsid.-, our own State. How did the •Queens­
land Government act in 1910? I have on my 
notes a reference to their action on that oc­
casion, and have given the infol'dation in 
reply to the interjection made by thP Home 
Secretary. Why, the han. m-.mbcr for Ips­
\vich "\V•as one of the mf~1nb. ... "I:::l 'Y\tho most 
strongly condemned the action of the then 
Premier, and said the Hous,•_ ought to rise 
up agninst such achJn; the hon. member 
even WHlt so far .as to say wh~c stand he 
would tak0 if the House was prBparnd to do 
that. Mr. Badger went on 01 trip to the old 
country, 1and when he caLle h:>~k he found 
that the tr:-,mway employer> had formed a 
union, and he was very n1uch againct it, ~nd 
would not recognise it. There '"''" a plaint 
before the Arbitration Court, an-1 hs sought 
to have the registration of t~1e ariion can­
celled by the courC Mr. Justice Higgins told 
him that the or·der issm'd on th" 11th May, 
1911, was not approved !J;c the Governor in 
Council, nor ·was it published in the Govern­
ment Gazette, so that in his opinion it was 
unauthorised and invalid. '\Yhcn a deputa­
tion waited upon Mr. Ba-dger with reference 
to the badge question, he told thm that they 
could not be employed if the' clid n.)t discon­
tinue wearing the badge. I , . ..:nt !··:> know 
what objection there is to a man wc:uing a 
badge, no matter to what o.gani:·ation he 
may belong. 

Mr. BoUCHARD: Ho-.v ahc>ut those who 
don't? 

Mr. MORGAN: Intimidation of those who don't. 

Mr. BOWMAN: It would take a lot to 
intimidate tho hon. member. 

Mr. MoRGAN: Yes, it would: you are quite 
correct. ' 

Mr. BOWMAN: WD have evidence to-day 
where priv•atP companies in othe,- States have 
allowed their employees to w, .. cr b:·dgos, but 
Mr. Badger, in that high-han<'ed manner 
which is chaMcteristic of him, sa:-, that .his 
men shall not wear a badge. Previous to 
the men going out on strike they became 
affiEated with the District Council of the 
Australian Labour Federation. 

Mr. BouCHARD: You admit that they oame 
out on strike ? 

l\Ir. BOWM)~cN: ,i.t any rate, t!v:•y were 
locked out. (Government laughter.) Mr. 
Badger said that if they persisted in wearing 
the badge he would not emph;· them. The 
matter was referred to the District Council 
of tbe Australian Labour FcJeration, and 
they wrote a most courteous letter to Thlr. 
Badger, in which they a'ked if he would 
agree to a conference. Mr. B'.dger point­
blank refused a conference, sayin;; that he 
could see no reason or iusiifi :ation for a 
conference. There was a- meetir<r held on 
the following Satnrday-a 1r ~-eting of 
forty-three unions. 

Mr. HoDGE: Members. 
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Mr. BOWMAN: No, there was not one 
solitary Labour member who took part in 
that discu"ion. 

l.Vir. HODGE: I meant members of unions. 
Mr. BOWMAN : There were forty-three 

unions represented. Each union was supposed 
to have two d<elegate'', so that there were 
over eighty delegates present that afternoon. 

Mr. HODGE: R0presenting how many? 
Mr. BO"\Vli..J:AN: Representing thousands of 

union n1ember,, A resolution was unani­
mously arrived at, stating that, failing Mr. 
~adger ccrning, to a 

1
' ·1~~ iact~;:y ~ettlc~ent 

by 6 p.rn. on tn:, fol~.o,.-~a~g _t uesaay,. tn~ro 
1vculd he ,L dovvn1ng oi tool-:-; by tho uniOlllStB 

represented at that meeting. 
Mr. Mor MN: And they have regretted 

that resolution ever since. 

Mr. BO\\-MAN: That rs a matter of 
.opinion. Thoca men did come out, and I 
think the~e were about 20,000 men, youths, 
and women who took part in the procession. 

The PRE}IIER: How many? 

:'11r. BOWMAN: About 20,000. Those per­
sons ceased work on Tue,day evening. There 
was a procession on i¥ednesday morning, 
and I think that any hon. member who saw 
that procession will say that it was con­
,ducted just ns quietly as any procession 
that he has ever seen in the· city of Brisbane. 
There was another procession on the Thurs­
,day, and there was some trouble then, par­
ticularly in the Mark<'t Square, with refer­
ence to a lorry load of beer. Even the 
Premier admitted that he considered that 
it ·was a very unwise action on the part of 
the driver to go through that crowd in the 
way he did. 

The HOME SECRETARY; What about the 
lorry load of potatoes at Victoria Bridge? 

Mr. BOWMAN: I am not referring to 
Victoria Bridge. The Labour party waited 
upon the Premier and asked him to call 
Parliament together, and also to give per­
mission to continue the processions, as we 
believed that it was a safety-valve for 
those who were out of work simply to have 
tho opportunity of marching. Tho Premier 
agreed with us thctt it was a safety-valve, and 
said he would consult the Commissioner of 
Police on the mattr'r. Tbe bon. g'- '.1tlcrnan 
did conmlt the Commissioner, and the result 
was that the Comminioner refused permihcion 
to hold a procef'3iu~l. As we were returning 
on the F1·iday morning from the Premier's 
office, we saw what, I suppose, will ever be 
known in tho history of QuconJand as 
"Baton Friday." Tho f'harg(;;; thJ.t v...-ere 
made by the police I consider were alto· 
gether unwarranted. Old men were batoned 
that day. It has been said 'by many that 
there were few men injured. Anyone who 
,cares to road up the daily papers will see 
for themselves what took place-that some 
persons were taken to the hospital, that the 
ambulance bearers took some away and 
dncssed th'l n·ounds of othcre, and left 
tbem in the place where the incident oc­
cm·red. There was a cry about the strike 
committee stopping food supplies, and a 
great de.,] was made of that cry during the 
recent election. I do not know whether hon. 
members are aware that there was another 
organisation that took a strong hand in their 
Tesolutions of stopping food supplies, and 
that was tile Employers' Federation of 
'Queensland. 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: They were the cause 
of it. 

i\'lr. LAND: Of course they wer0, 

Mr. BOWMAN: I have three original 
letters that were h:,ndcd to me by an em­
ployer of labour, which I pror.C\se readmg. 
The first is dated 29th J e<nu~.ely, 1912, and 
reads--

"IvlASTER BAKERS' .... 4.:,~0CIATION o.r:f 
QUELl\:-L . .\XD. 

"BE A.YTICIP ATED G'.'~;EBAL 
STRIKE. 

"61 Elizah:,~h sLre-;t, 
" 29Ch Jan_ -ry, 1912. 

•· Dear Sir or Mada_.n,-In c-...nnection 
with the anticipated gen-eral strike, I am 
instructed to advise the tradH that, 
should such be declared on TuesuJ.y, the 
best course to follow is NOT TO DE­
LIVER ANY BREAD ON WEDNES­
DAY AND FOLLOWING DAYS 
UNTIL SUCH IS SETTLED. 

" If the strike occurs it will be wise 
NOT TO DELIVER, ao; prQperty may 
be endangered and the drivers may be 
injured. 

"It is advisable to h&ve a double 
supply baked to-night, and the trade 
shoulct if po;;siblc, r '.h the work 
through, so as to deliver a double supply 
to-morrO''' (Tue,day). This is hurr~ed 
advice, but it is the ea,rlic ,t opportumty 
vve havB of advising the trade. 

"If the strike assumes an:v alarming 
proportions, it is consirlercd advi~<able 
that no bread be baked at »II, not even 
to be sold at the bakeries, bec,,use such 
bakeri~s may be rushed and property 
damaged. 

"The trade is cc~rncstly advised, for 
the safety of their· p1·opert.y, not to send 
QUt any carts on \V cd:1esday should the 
strike eventuate. 

" This information ''ill reach the trade 
much quicker than if a general meeting 
was called, as "' t th, gem nl rmccting 
called on Saturda v last it was considered 
the> be>t "ourse to' pursue. 

"This letter is bein,: rushed through 
to catch the midday delivery, and the 
trade will be advised of developments as 
they arise. 

"ram, yours faithfully, 
"THos. S. D.l V\TBER, Secretary." 

The next is datod·30th January, 1912-
" 1'IAsTER BAKERR' AssociATION oF 

QUEENSLA!m. 
"67 ElizabPth ,ctrct, 

"3Cth J•muarJ, 1912. 
"RE GEXERA.L STRIEE. 

'~ Dear Sir or l\Iadam,-Y o;u are ex­
pressly requested to att• nd a gener,al 
meeting called for \Vc,dnesday afternoon, 
31st January, at 2 p.m. 

BuciHess.-To receive report from dele­
gatos attending th,3 Employers' 
Federation mE>''ting as to what 
course it has be<on decided to follow 
by the ferlerat-ed cmployc·s during 
the continuation of the strike. 

"Every me·nber is requested to attend, 
as the business is of the utmost import-
ance. 

" I am, yours faithfully, 
"TRos. S. DAWBER, Secretary." 

Mr. ROBERTS: What is wrong with that? 

Mr. Bowman.] 
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:\Ir. BOWMAN: Listen to this one, and 
then a)k me v~hat is wrong-

" MASTER BAKERS' ASSOCIATION . OF 
QUEENSLAND. 

"67 Elizabeth street, 31st January, 1912. 
"Dear Sir or Madam,-At the special 

gencrctl meeting of the trade held this 
afternoon, the delegates attending the 
n,ass mcc·ting of the Employers' Federa­
tion reported the result of that meeting 
to the following effect:-

' Thac it was resolved that the whole of 
the trading community of this city 
clm·d down their busine:;ses on Fri­
day next, until such time that it is 
decided to resume.' 

" The mcceting held this afternoon re­
sol.-ed that this Master Bakers' Associa­
tion endorse the resolution of the Em­
ployers' Federation, and that all master 
baker, cease baking bread on and after 
F1·ida ,~ next until such time as is con­
sidered. ad.-isable to restart; so that 
Thursday night, 1st February, will be 
the last dav that bread will be baked to 
be sold at the bakehouse, and on no 
account is bread to be delivered either 
ThursLiay or Friday. 

'' Particularly note that no bread is to 
be deli.-ered these remaining two days, 
and that Thursday is the last day that 
bread will be baked. 

" The trade will be further notified 
of any other matter that may arise. 

" I am, yours faithfully, 
"THOS. S. DAWBER, Secretary." 

The HOME SECRETARY: What was the reason 
for these letters-for fear of outrages from 
the strikers ? 

Mr. BOWMAN: Were there any outrages'? 
The HmiE SECRETARY: There would have 

been. (Opposition laughter.) 
Mr. BOWMAN: There would have been! 

·The HOlliE SECRETARY : And there were. 
Mr. BO\Y:YlA~: There is the proof from 

the Employers' Federation. 
Mr. KIRWAN: Hear, hear! 

Mr. BOWMAN : That they determined 
that no bro<td would be baked for certain 
days, that they would close down their busi­
nesses, and yet the strike committee, par­
ticularly during the election, and members 
of the Labour party, wer(l branded by the 
hon. gentleman opposite as being the party 
that starved the people. 

The HmrE SECRETARY: That is so. 
Mr. BOW:".1A~: The hon. gentleman who 

leads this Gmcernment to-day said that he 
was going to supply the people with flour. 
Did he do it? 

0PPOSITIOX MEMBERS: No. 
The HOME SECRETARY and GOVERNMENT 

MEMBERS : Yes. 
Mr. BOWMAN: How much flour was di&­

tributed in any part of Brisbane? 
Mr. MoRGAN: What became of the flour 

you had? 
Mr. LAND: Special constables consumed 

some of it. 
Mr. BOW:MAN: We were also told durmg 

the election b:- some hon. gentlemen who sit 
opposite that there were children dying 
from want of ice. It is a deliberate lie 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear. hear ! 

[.Mr. Bowman. 

Mr. BOWMAN: This was accentuated by 
the daily Press of Brisbane, which circulated 
those lies. Thev mutilated the truth and 
defamed the L.;:bour party. The report of 
the general committee of the hospital is a 
clear proof that there was nothing more than 
the delaying of the building of a pavilion. 
Probably my colleague, Mr. Coyne, will be 
able to tell you more about that than I can, 
but I am certain that it was the intention, 
and was carried out, that the strike com­
mittee would not see any hospital or publia 
institution in want of anything they 
required. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Then what about 
the Children's Hocpital? 

Mr. BOWMAN: The same applies to that 
as to the General Hospital. 

Mr. HARDACRE: They got a permit. (Go­
vernment laughter.) 

Mr. BOWMAN : I think your department 
got a permit, if I mistake not. 

The Ho;;IE SECRETARY : They did not. 
lYlr. CoYNE : Your department got more· 

than one. 
The HOME SECRETARY: The strike com­

mittee demanded one, but they did not get 
it. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! I would ask 
hon. members to listen to the remarks of the 
leader of the Opposition without interrup­
tion. The time at his disposal is .only one 
hour, and I do not think it is fair to any 
hon. member who is speaking that interjec­
tions should be so persistent. Hon. members 
will have an opportunity of replying. 

Mr. BOWMAN : I would like to ask a 
question. What did the Premier do to try 
to settle the strike? What did any hon. 
gentleman opposite do to try and settle the­
dispute? 

Mr. THEODORE: Called out the military. 

Mr. BOWMAN : When I re;td tho account 
of the Prime Minister in England in connec­
tion with the colliery-owners and coalminers, 
I marked the contrast between the two men. 
One was big enough to forget himself, and 
come down and try to sc ltle the dispute; 
while the Premie;- of Qucemland simply 
sat there, and, if Pre::;.., reports are correct, 
said: "They have got into the soup, and 
can stop there." That report is credited to 
hirn; vvhother it is right or wrong, I do not 
know. Disputes, one would naturally think, 
existed onh- in Queensland, to hear many 
of the hon.' gentleman's speeches during the 
election, but one has only to take his morn­
ing paper to see the unrest that exists in 
almost every part of the British-speaking 
world to-day, .and there must be a reason 
for that. In some cases I know that this 
is a question of wages; in other cases, it is 
a reduction of hours; and there are other 
conditions that sometimes cause men to 
resent the attacks that have been me" de on 
them by their employers. The attitude of 
the men in connection with the tramway 
e1nplo:yTBS' strike \Vas against a n1an who has 
shown-I have never spoken to Mr. Badger 
in my life, and I am not speaking personally 
in a vindictive way against him, but, taking 
his career from the time he has been in 
Brisbane up to the present time, he has 
acted the part of a d<spot towards the men 
who have been under him. 

0PPOS1'1.10N MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
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Mr. BOWMAN: Now, it was the original 
intention of the hon. gentleman to meet 
Parliament last April, but when the strike 
took place he resolved to make that the 
issue. He said he was going to send the 
respective men1bers to their various con­
stituencies, and ask what they thought. I 
have here a copy of a letter that was sent 
by the hon. gentleman, and it has been 
printed in the daily Press of Brisbane. He 
said-

" It would be absurd to invite such 
men to meet in Parliament and join in 
advising His Excellency the Governor as 
to the best means of promoting the wel· 
fare of the State, after they have paraded 
their complete indifference to that wel­
fare and their decided preference of mob 
government to parliamentary govern­
ment. Therefore, it is proposed not to 
hold another session of the present P'ar· 
Iiament, but to 'bring these unworthy 
members before even a higher tribunal 
than Parliament." 

Mr. THEODORE: 'l'hey sent back some of 
the strikers. 

Mr. BOWM,AN: The hon. gentleman said 
that he .,-ould not, but he meets us on the 
floor of this House to-day. 

Mr. J\~OH1 }AN" : There arc a good many less. 

Mr. BOWMAN: With one less than we 
went out with; we had twenty-six. We lost 
some of our old fighting members-members 
who were a credit to this Assembly. VVe 
have got some new ones. We have got the 
hon. member for Brisbane, who defeated tho 
Hon. E. B. Forrest-a railway striker; from 
the strike on to the bench in this House. 
We have Mr. Gilday, who was also a mem­
ber of the strike committeB. We have Mr. 
Coyne-~ 

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem­
ber for W arrego. 

Mr. BOWMAN : The hon. member for 
Warrego, and others here. Now, it was that, 
I suppo~0 • which was in the mind of the 
leader of the Government, that he was going 
to 'vipe us out of existence altogether. \Ve 
were told by quite a number of his sup­
porters that we had gone back over twenty 
years. I contend that we have got the best 
vote that "we ever got since we have been 
a Labour party in Queensland. 

OPPOSITION ME}IBERS : Bear, hear ! 

Mr. BOWMAN : In the elections of 1909 
the Government candidates got 81,611 votes, 
the Labour party 58,579, and the Indepen­
dent party 14,576. There were 242,754 elec­
tors on the roll. At the gen,,ral election 
of 1912 them were 309,590 on the roll. The 
Government got 110,817 vot0'·, the Labour 
party 99,034, and the Independents 6,181. 
That is of the candidate.3 who ran ; I am 
not talking of the votes that were cast·; the 
same applies in connection with 1909. 

Mr. E. B. C. CORSER: There ·are not as 
many. 

Mr. BOWIVL'l.N: The Labour party, at any 
rate, has increased their vote by 40,000, and 
I say it has made wonderful progress. I 
am satisfied that the strike, particularly in 
the country, did us a great deal of harm. 

HoxouRABLE MEMBERS: Why? 
Mr. BOWMAN: Because we have lying, 

unscrupulous papers printed here in Brisbane 
circulating from one end of the State to 

1912-H 

the other. But where the strike took place, 
right in the very centre, the han. member 
for Brisbane sits here as a member. We 
gained four seats in the metropolitan area, 

an<l we lost one by four votes. 
[4.30 p.m.] We lost another by thirty-one. 

My late colleague, Mr. Peter 
lVlcLachlan was defeated by four votes, and 
Mr. Sherry, who contested South Brisbane 
against the present member, was defeatsd by 
thirty-one votes. 

Mr. MoRGAN : How many seats did you 
gain )n the country? 

Mr. BOWMAN: Every •qnatting scat in 
Queensland came to us. We gained every 
pastoral seat. You should try to organise 
those seats for yourselves. VVhen we con­
sider that we had the Press against us, and 
when we remember the circulars 'and pamph­
lets that were issued and distributed, and 
when we remember all the money that was 
spent by the People's Progressive Leagw~ 
in support of the Government can­
didates, I say that we got a splen­
di<l vote indeed-a total of 90,000 odd 
votes altogether, and I consider we did very 
well in getting twenty-five members in the 
House to-day. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. BOWMAN: We were told that there 

was to be no victimisation, but I consider 
that that public inquiry in connection with 
the Railway Department was one of the most 
scandalous that existed in any part of Aus­
tralia. 

OPPOSITION :MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. BOWMAN: You would think it was 

a criminal investigation society when you 
see the answers that the men had to give 
before that committee. All I can say is t.his: 
that so far as the strike is concerned, the 
Gov~rnment of the day-or the Premier, I 
should say-took the opportunity of go~ng 
into the country, thinking that he was gomg 
to gain a good deal by it-and which he 
did. (Hear, hear !) But I can tell the hon. 
member that had that strike not taken place 
there would be a bigger chango in this 
House than there is to-day. (Hear, hear !) 

Mr. MoRGAN: Then you admit that the 
strike was wrong. 

Mr. BOWMAN: I am not admitting any­
thing of the kind. I am a<lmitting that it 
was to your advantage. You scored by it. 

Mr. MoRGAN: You thought you were going 
to score. 

:Mr. BOWMAN : I did score. 
Mr. MoRGAN: You thought you were going 

to get all the metropolitan seats. 
Mr. BOWMAN: I thought we were going 

to blow you out. (Laughter.) 
Mr. MORGAN: You tried to. 
Mr. BOWMAN: I did. Now, in connec­

tion with the strike I hope, if legislation is 
going to be introduced, that we will have an 
Arbitration Dill in place of the Wages 
Boards Act that we have got now. Let us 
have an Arbitration Court where we can 
settJe our difficulties without resorting to a 
strike. There is no man-I do not care who 
he is--who believes for a moment that strikes 
are the best thing if there is a means whereby 
we can settle a dispute .without it. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. BOWMAN: We also know that when 

a strike does take place there are quite a 
number of people not implicated in it at 

fofr. Bowman.] 
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all directly as unionists who are affected by 
it. I '"'Y if the Government are anxious to 
avert any trouble-! do not know what tl:.eir 
Industrial Peace Bill contains, but I hope it 
is not going to take away the right of any 
man to strike. 

Mr. CoY"E: Can it? 
Mr. BOWMAN: I do not know, but I hope 

it will not provide that because there are 
times when men are driven to desperation to 
take that s~md, even against some of t.he 
laws we h .• ve got now-even the present 
Wages Boards Act. The Premier gave a 
quiet smile when I mentioned the referendum 
a little while ago. To show the difference 
between the Wages Boards Act and the Arbi­
tration Court, even in the trade which I 
happen to be a member of-the boot trade­
we could orily get a minimum: wage of £2 
per wed< from the wages board. At the first 
try at the Arbitr<ation ·C'ou11t we got a 
minimum wage of £2 6s. for a start. That 
was some five years ago, and the minimum 
wage in the boot trade to-day throughout 
Australia is £2 Hs. p•:r week. Do you think 
we are going t.o uphold the wages boards 
when we can get a minimum wage like that 
from the Arbitration Court? It is not 
possible to expect men to do it. I have 
another matter to refer to, and it is in 
reference to a proposal to estwblish public 
abattoirs. I know this will be of some 
interest to the hon. member for Enoggera. 
In the report of the Under Secretary for 
Agriculture, ::\lr. Scriven, for 1911-12 the 
following paragraph appears:-

"ABATTOIRS. 
"Reference was made last year to the 

need that is fast approaching for the 
establishment of State abattoirs in the 
different r •entres of settlement instead of 
the privately-owned slaughter-yards that 
are now the custom. 'Whether the con­
trol of abattoirs should be with the Go­
vernment or with the local authority is 
not a qucsLion for discu .. • .. ion here, but the 
fact remains that the private slaughter­
yard is objectionable from every stand­
point, and should be replaced by a col­
lective establishment over which control 
will be less irksome. Here in this State, 
in the twentif>th century, we are sub· 
mitting, with ib concomitant evils, to a 
system that was condemned so far back 
as the Roman Empire. The shughtering­
yards of Brisbane are good, and have 
been brought into line with the latest 
improYements t . .s applied to private yards, 
but it is contended that, for the public 
health and convenience, the time is 
passing when slaughtering for consump­
tion can be carried on at indiscriminate 
locn .. tions, and the same may be said of 
the other large towns in the State. 
Building and settlement are going on 
everywhere, and the time is not far dis· 
tant when the private yards will be 
pushed out, beyond the limits of profit. In 
England and Vi! ales there are about 100 
public abattoirs, but it is in Scotland 
where this system is much more advanced 
than in any other part of the United 
Kingdom, and where abattoirs have 
existed under the law of the land since 
1862, though the first agitation in this 
respect can be trac•od back to 1847. Of 
the 205 burghs in Scotland, 124 of these 
or 60..!8 per cent., have public slaughter: 
houses, according to the reports of Dr. 

[illr. Bowman. 

Dittonar, l\l.A., M.D., the Medical 
Inspector to the Local Government Board 
of Scotlandt Putting it in other words, 
nearly 90 per cent. of the town populat,ion 
of Scotland, or about 2,500,000 people, are 
supplied '' ith home-killed me:tt from the 
public slaught3r-houses. 

"The chief dd .. wb·wk to the private 
slaughter-house is the absence of adequate 
control, in so far that according to the 
necessities of the trade, butchers must be 
killing for the meat supply of a town 
about the same time on each day, and 
o .pecially so in climates such as this. It 
is quite out of the question for the officers 
a.-ailable to be pre3ent at each yard at 
killing-time, and so perforce trust has to 
enter largely into the inspection. 

"A point to be remembered in plan­
ning public abattoirs is the ne.ed for 
placing them as near as possible to 
the public saleyards, not only for the 
inspection of the live and dead animals, 
but also for the quick despatch of those 
condemned for drsease." 

\Vhen we have a report such as that from 
a gentle1nan such .as our Under Secretary 
for Agriculture, I think it is wm th the con­
sideration. of this House, and the Govern­
ment should tcd<e some cwtirc of it. Those 
words were not simply put thcve to ·fill up 
the report. Thoy \vere put there because 
1\!Ir. Scriven, in m:v.,. opinion, believed that 
it would do an immonee amount of good 
to the people of Brisbane if public abba to irs 
were established here. \Ye are the only 
State in the Commonw·, !lith to-dav that has 
not got public abattoirs-the onlJ~ State. I 
have been to the Enogg·era salcyards a few 
times, and I have seen lumpy cattle and 
dis<·&sed cattle sold there. 

Mr. TROUT: As lumpies. 
Mr. BOWMAN: y,~·<, as lumpies. But I 

Yrould like to know why butchers give as 
high <I; £5 for diseased cattle, ,·hen they 
can only got £2 5c. fOl" the ~kin ·and tallow. 

Mr. MoRGAN: They get it fr-.m the Ger­
man sausages. 

Mr. BOWMAN: I would like you to eat 
them, and they would be good enough for 
you, too. (Laughter.) In Brisbane to-day 
we have got thirty-six slaughter-yards with 
five inspectors. The slaughtermen in many 
of the yar·ds commonc~ killing at about 2 
o'clock in the morning, and many of the 
slaughtormen never sec· an in.pector at that 
time. The dictance of the yarious yards dif­
fers. Some are 10 miles awav, and some 
are from 6 to 8 miles aw-tv in a different 
direction. Some are situat~d at Indooroo­
pilly, another beyond Chelmer, and another 
yet on the Cleveland line. It would be 
impossible for an inspec;tor to visit each o£ 
those yards, no matter how much he would 
like to. do so. I have obtained this informa­
tion from the secretarv o£ the Butchers' 
Union, and. the hon. member for Enoggera 
knows that either the hon. member for 
Ithaca or Mr. Crampton know th,ir business 
fairly well. They giYc rrw this information, 
and it shows that it iJ imno.coible for the in­
spectors to visit all the yards. How is it 
po:ssible, when there are thirty-six slaughter­
yards, for five inspectors to be present at 
them .all when killing is on? It is abso­
lutely impossible. 

Mr. COYNE: The Government don't want 
them to be there. 
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Mr. BOWMAN : The Government do want 
.them-at any rate, I believe they do. It 
would be a good thing, not for mere party 
purposes, but it would be a good thing for 
Queensland if there was an inspector there 
and it is for the good of Queensland that I 
am speaking· hbout. I am informed that 
even if an inspector visited a butcher's shop 
it would be impossible for him to detect 
tuberculosis anJ many other. diseases, as the 
meat ould be all broken up. That infor­
mation is from a practical butcher. 

1\lr. TROUT: It is not correet. 

Mr. BOWMAN: I will allow the hon. 
member for Ithaca to dGal with that. 

Mr. TROUT: There is a C'1se in point 
where a man was fin··-d, ,),nd his meat "as 
broken up in his shop in South Brisbane-

Mr. BOWMAN: That was an isolated 
case. We know that slaughtermen are •·up­
po,ed to notify the inspector when a bullock 
is visibly affect0d with any eli ·ease. If there 
is a telephone at the yard it is all right 
but if there is not it would be difficult t~ 
do that. Again, the slaughterman who had 
done a hard day's work ,. ould be tempted 
to say nothing about it, as if he informed 
the insp; •;; or h., ould be compelled to wait 
.and hang around till the inspector came­
perhaps from some miles away-and he would 
have to wait there until he overhauled the 
carcasses. He. would be compelled to cut up 
the carcasses rf they were condemned, and 
see that they were taken to the boiling-pot. 
He would also be compelled to kill and dre,s 
another be tst with the view of finding dis­
ease. 

Mr. TROUT : That is not correct. 

Mr. BOWMAN: The hon. member, who is 
a master butcher, will be able to refute any­
thing that I have said if it is incorrect. I 
make no pretensions of knowing anything 
about the butchering trade, but I am doing 
this in the interests of the public, and also 
of the Butchers' Union, and also in justice 
to the master butcher v"·ho is prepared to 
give a fair deal, as against some who are 
not as particular as they ought to be. I sup­
pose the hon. member will agree to that. 

Mr. TROUT: Why not give the truth all 
through? 

Mr. 'BOWMAN: I am trying to get at the 
truth. This would be espe~ially so of a 
small yard. Then the slaughterman would be 
prepared to do a great amount of extra 
work. Thus you see the temptation to pass 
a beast that would be otherwise condemned. 
Ag·ain, most master butchers do their own 
slaughtering, and those unscrupulous men 
have a free hand to distribute what meat 
they like to the consumers. I heard of a case 
where thirteen cows were killed at one meat­
works. Twelve were found to have tuber­
culosis, and were ordered to be put into the 
boiling-pot. Those cows were milked for 
years in close vicinity to Brisbane, and the 
milk distributed to the public of Brisbane. 

Mr. TOL ''IE : \V ere those cows sold as fat 
cows at the meatworks? 

Mr. BOWMAN: Yes, and killed, and twelve 
of them contained tuberculosis. I am also 
told that a beast can be suffering from tuber­
culosis and so cleaned and cut up in the 
absence of an inspector, as to make it 
impossible to det.ect the disease. Mr. 
Crampton also informed me that dozens of 
slaughtermen had been working in yards for 
weeks without ever. seeing an inspector, and 
always before the inspector's visit the meat 

had been delivered at the shops. A man 
killing on contract for a number of small 
dealers would be tempted to pass diseased 
meat; otherwise, he would have to put up 
with endless trouble, which is obviously 
distasteful to contractors. Now, I >~·ould like 
to ask-and I hope the Secretar:, for Agri­
culture will take a note of this-I ''" mld like 
to ask him how many inspectors at present 
have passed the rigid examination that fits 
a man for the position of inspector. Perhaps 
it is unfair to ask for that information at the 
present time, but still when he is· replying 
he may be able to give some idn. I would 
alco like to know how many carc~1sse9 have 
been conden1ned in shops as compared \vith 
the number condemned in yardc,, and the 
number of visits paid by inspectr rs to utoh 
slaughter-yard. Two o'Clock in the morning 
is the starting time of most yards, which 
means every opportunity for the unscrupulous 
master butcher who may be desirous of 
breaking the law. It would take one 
inspccbr to each yard, meaning that for 
proper inspection you would want thirty-two 
inspectors for the thirty-two slaughter-yards. 
And it is not very likely that they wonld 
be on dutv at 2 o'clock in the mornin·c. Now, 
the point" is this: That the Common-wealth 
inspectors who inspect meat for export go 
down to our various meat establishments, and 
they see from the first bullock that is killed 
till the last, and no bullock, no · heep, no calf, 
and no pig is allowed to escape their notice. 
If the Commonwealth deem it adv1sable that 
th.'l.t should be necessary to ensure pure 
wholesome meat going to the old country, 
surely, then, our Government should see that 
something is done so~ that we will have as 
rigid an inspection as the Commonwealth 
demands. If it is advisable to m -.. intain our 
markets in the old world-and I think it is­
for the meat that is consumed locally there 
should be just as stringent an inspection as 
for the meat that goes abroad. 

Mr. TROUT: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. BOWMAN: A man goes on to that 
board, and he waits there until the last 
beast is killed. No coming herB to-day and 
stopping awav for a week or two, and I have. 
instances whe're some men haYe been -:yorking 
in slaughter-yards for six months and never 
saw an insuector. If \Ye have somn 1nast.er 
butchers th~at arc not unscrupulous enough 
to distribute diseased meat, I want to know 
"hy they go to the Enoggera saleyards and 
buy it at the price, I quoted when I com­
menced m;- address? Why do the~·. buy it? 
Those men do not !'ive £5 for somethmg that, 
according to law, they are only permitted to 
sell a portion of-namely, the hide and 
tallow, worth about £2 5s. 

Mr. MORGAN: A little lump on the jaw 
does not mean that the animal is diseased. 

Mr. BOWMAN: I am not talking about 
lumpy jaws. You must have a lump on 
your jaw or else you would not wag it so 
much. I say when men go there and do that, 
I contend it is the duty of the inspectors 
particularly to watch those bullocks. I am 
not going to name any butchers that buy, 
but I havE> in my mind now at least four or 
five such. A_, the hon. member for Enog­
gera kncP1vsi I was there and saw. the bul­
locks sold. 

Mr. TROUT: You do not infm: that I bought 
them, do you ? 

Mr. BOWMAN: I do not. I beli'\ve the 
hon. member is one . of. the straighte•t and 
one of the best butchers in Brisbane. I have 

Mr. Bowman.] 
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heard that even from men who have been 
employed by him, and even from officials of 
the Butchers' Union; but the hon. member 
knows those beasts are bought, and he knows 
they are bought by men who ar!l prepared to 
kill them and send the meat on to the market 
for public consumption, and then we wonder 
why there is consumption, and why cancer 
is so prevalent amongst our people here. 

Mr. TROUT: And I know the inspector 
follows them and sees them killed. There is 
not one killed from the yards that the in· 
spector does not see, and I defy any man to 
contradict that truthfully. 

Mr. BOWMAN: I have a little list here 
if time will permit me to read it. 

Mr. TROUT: You can have any list you 
like. · 

Mr. BOWMAN: The hon. member for 
Enoggera is judging every man by himself. 

Mr. TROUT: That is the law of Queens­
land. 

Mr. BOWMAN: The law is simply 
ignored. It is ignored every day in the 
week, and you know it. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Nonsense ! 
Mr. BOWMAN: The very fact of .having 

thirty-six slaughter-houses and five inspectors 
to look after them-how can they do it? 

Mr. TROUT: They look after those beasts 
in particular. . 

Mr. BOWMAN: I have here-! got this 
personally last night from a slaughterman 
whose name I will not give, neither will I 
give the name of the butcher where he was 
slaughtering. 

Mr. TOLMIE: Can you give the name of 
the inspector ? 

Mr. BOWMAN: I will give the name pri­
vately to the Secretary for Agriculture or to 
the Premier. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 'Vill yon 
stand by it? 

Mr. BOWMAN: I will stand by it be­
cause the man is quite prepared to ~tand 
by it, but I am not going to do as some 
hon. members have done in the past. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Will yon 
give me the name of the inspector that 
should visit the yard? 

Mr. BO\VMAN: He cannot. Your own 
iQspector admits he cannot do it. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIUULTURE: It is his 
duty to see every one of those beasts 
slaughtered. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. mem­
ber for Fortitude Valley has occupied all 
the time allowed him under the Standing 
Orders. 
. The PREMIER: He may ask for an exten­

siOn. 
Mr. LENNON {Herbert) : I beg to move 

that the hon. member be granted an extpn-
sion of time. · 

Question put and passed. 

Mr. BOWMAN : I thank hon. members 
for the privilege. I do not want to encroach 

more than I can help. I simply 
[5 p.m.] want to read this document as 

. it is an important matter. it is 
Important to every hon. member of the 
House, and important for every citizen in 
Queensland. 

The SPEAKER : Might I inform the hon. 
member that an extension of time has been 

['J·fr. Bowman. 

granted to him, and the hon.. mem?er can 
occupy a further half-hour if he Wishes to­
do so. 

M.r. BOWMAN : The document reads as 
follows:-

" Commenced work at , 28th 
August, 1911. Worked five w.eeks; was· 
dismissed for insisting on getti.U!l' wages 
board rates. The inspector v!Slted the 
yard twice during the five weeks. Com­
menced work at ---. on 18th October, 
1911. List of killing at --. -

Cattle. Sheep. Calves. Pigs. 
Oct. 18 .. . 15 16 

19 ... 4 5() 61 25 
20 ... 5 ... 60 

'23 ... 45 30 
One diseased (cancer); no one there to 
cond-emn it, and it went along for human 
consumption. 

Oct. 24 ... 4 25 
25 ... 18 35 

" 26 ... 3 55 
17 
57 25 

One bullock (tuber.) also sent to shops. 
®ct. 27 .. . 4 60 15 2. 

3{) ... 15 15 
" 31 ... 2 10 10 

Nov. 1... 8 10 
2 ... 2 1\J ... 40 
3 ... 3 23 ... 20 

" 6 ... 5 10 ... 10 

20 
10 

One bullock with tuber. sent to shop. 
Nov. 8 ... - ... - ... -

Two pigs with tuber. sent along to 
Nov. 9 .. . 5 . .. 20 . .. 40 

10 ... 3 ... 10 ... 20 
" 13 ... 4 ... - ... 15 

One bullock (tuber.) sent to shops. 
Nov. 14 ... 3 

15 ... 20 
16 .. . 
17 .. 
20 ... 24 
23 .. . 
24 ... 

60 
10 

50 
10 

shops. 
20 
10 

20 
10 

20 
1(} 

"No inspector had visited thi~ yat:d 
during the time I was <employed-viz., SI:X: 

weeks. The yard vvas in a filthy ~ondi­
tion. All meat was sent in to Brtsbane 
for consumption. Dismissed for insisting 
on award rates. Commenced work for 
--, 27th November, 1911-

Cattle. Sheep. Calves. Pigs, 
Nov. 27 ... 5 ... 40 

28 ... 6 ... 44 
" 29 ... 8 ... 50 ... 

One bad with abscess went to shop. 
Nov. 30 .. 7 ... 55 

One with tuber. went to shop. 
Dec. 1 .. . 8 60 .. . -

" 
4 ... 5 ... 50 ... -

Three bad with redwater went to shops. 
Dec. i'i .. . 6 .. . 40 ... 

6 .. 7 ... 3.5 
Four (redwater) went to shops. 

Dec. 7 .. . 6 .. . 40 ... 
Three (redwater) went to shops. 

Dec. 8 .. . 7 .. . 60 ... 
Four {redwater) went to shops. 

Dec. 11 .. . 5 . .. 45 .. . 
12 ... 6 ... 48 .. . 

" 13 ... 6 ... 50 .. . 
One {redwater) sent to shops. 

Dec. 14 .. . 5 .. . 40 ... 
Two {redwater) sent to shops. 

Dec. 15 .. . 7 .. . 50 ... 
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'Three (redwater) went to shops. Inspector 
visited this yard once in two weeks. 

Cattle. Sheep. Calves. Pigs• 
Dec. 18 ... 5 40 
,, 19 ... 4 ... 1!5 

" 20 ... 5 ... 30 ... -
Three (redwater) sent to shops. 

Dec. 21 . . . 6 . . . 40 .. . 

" 
22 ... 7 ... 6D .. . 

One (abscess) went to shops. 
Dec. 23 ... 1 10 

27 ... 6 45 .. . 

" 28 ... 5 40 .. . 
One (redwater) sent to shops. 

Dec. 29 .. . 6 50 ... 5 8 
Two (redwater) sent to shops. 

Jan. 2 ... 6 ... 40 ... 

" 
3 ... 5 ... 30 

One with tuber. sent to shops. 
Jan. 4 ... 4 35 

" 
5 ... 8 ... 60 10 

One with tuber. and two with redwater 
sent to shops. 

Jan. 8 ... 5 4-0 
9 .. 4 .. 30 

10 ... 5 ... 45 --. 
" The inspector paid a visit on the 

10th. Commenced work for --, 14th 
January. \Vorked three weeks; saw the 
inspector once only during that time." 

'Those aTe the statements which have been 
made to me by a s}aughterman whom I met 
last night. The facts weTe taken down while 
he was present. In Sydney, I am informed, 
there is Government control over slaughter­
yards. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: No; 
municipal control. 

Mr. BOWMAN : In the event of there 
being sent to the abattoirs a beast that is 
visibly affected with any disease detrimental 
to public health, the animal is instantly de­
stroyed, and tqe owner is liable to a heavy 
fine. Stock tre~ted at the Sydney abattoirs. 
are thoroughly mspected. A number of well­
trained inspectors are engaged, and inspect 
<>very ounce of meat that leaves the abattoirs 
for human consumption. Every beast is thor­
oughly examined, and, if disease is detected, 
the carcass is cut down, the broad-arrow 
stamped on it, and kerosene pumped into it, 
thus making it absolutely impossible for sale 
to the public. All stock is slaughtered prac­
tically under the one roof, thus giving every 
facility for complete inspection. 

Mr. TROUT: Are there any private 
slaughter-yards in Sydney? 

Mr. BOWMAN: They have a public 
slaughter-yard, which we have not got in 
Brisbane. 

Mr. TROUT: And private too. 
Mr. BOWMAN: I do not know whether 

the hon. gentleman favours public abattoirs 
or not. 

Mr. TROUT: I will tell you in due course. 
Mr. BO'vVMAN: At the meatworks, where 

stock is slaughtered for export principally, 
the Commonwealth inspectors examine every 
carcass and every gland in each carcass. 
They commence duty the moment slaughter­
ing operations commence, and they remain 
at the works until the last beast is killed. 
Meat condemned by Commonwealth inspec­
tors can be used for local consumption. I 
am only a layman, and do not understand 
butchering, but I have got certain facts, and 
I believe they are true. There is a practical 

butcher in this Assembly-namely, the hon. 
member for Ithaca-and he will be able to 
say whether my statements are right or 
wrong. If I have made a mistake, then 
wrong information has been given to me, for 
I have given the information as I got it. 
On the face of it, I think it is the duty of 
the Government to see that public abattoirs 
are established. I believe they would be 
more successful if placed under Government 
control than they would be if placed under 
municipal control. 

Mr. TROUT : You want proper inspection. 
Mr. BOWMAN: I could give an instance 

of what was observed by a slaughterman, 
whom the hon. member knows. The man I 
refer to was working in a slaughter-yard for 
six months, and during that time he never 
saw an inspector at the yard. 

Mr. TROUT : I say you want proper in­
spection. 

Mr. BOWMAN : The same man worked 
for five months at another place that is 
known to the hon. member, and there he saw 
an inspector once a week. 

Mr. TROUT: You have not got enough 
inspectors. 

Mr. BOWMAN: And this man witnessed 
many diseased cattle slaughtered. Another 
slaughterman worked for another butcher, 
and he saw an inspector once in nine days. 
While working for another employer, the 
same man saw an inspector once a week. If 
I have done nothing else, I have shown the 
House that there is not sufficient inspection 
at the present time. 

Mr. TROUT: That is so. 
Mr. BOWMAN: And that it is absolutely 

impossible fer five men to inspect thirty-two 
yards. I think the Government should act 
on the advice tendered by the Under Secre­
tary for Agriculture, who, in his report, 
points out that in most of the large places 
in the United Kingdom they have municipal 
or national control of their abattoirs, and 
subject meat to the most rigid inspection. 
I claim, in the interest of every human 
being in Brisbane and throughout Queens­
land, that where there is an opportunity of 
getting meat inspected it should be in­
spected, and that abattoirs should be placed 
directly under the control of the State or 
the local authorities, because, without ade­
quate inspection, no one is safe. The hon. 
member for Ithaca knows as well as I do 
what takes place at Enoggera Saleyards. 
The hon. member was at the sale the same 
day as I was there, and saw some cattle 
which it would be a diegrace to sell. 

Mr. TROUT: They are there every week. 
Mr. BOWMAN: I have it on the authority 

of one of the most reputable butchers in 
Queensland that this kind of thing has been 
going on for ten years in Brisbane, and that 
nothing has been done to check it. 

Mr. TROUT: That is, for the purpose of 
tracing them-knowing where they are 
going. 

Mr. BOWMAN: If they acted on the 
principle adopted in Sydney, and shot a 
diseased beast at once, there would be no 
need to trace it. 

Mr. TROUT: It would have been killed-at 
the butcher's without inspection if we had 
not this law here. 

Mr. BOWMAN: We have meat sold in 
our shops that ought not to be used for 

Mr. Bowman.] 
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human consumption. vVho knows who may 
be the one who will get some infection from 
disc '1sed me at? The hon. member for Enog­
gera and lVlr. Harry Baynes are t\YO reput­
able T'ca~ter butchers, but I am not going to 
say that the, are the only h-o reputable 
men eng :gc:d- in the butchering trade, be­
caus8 I believe there are others. 

Mr. TROUT: There are numbers. 

Mr. BOWMAN : But there are numbers of 
unicrupulous men who do not care what 
happene, so long a" they can buy stock and 
put thew on the market for sale. I say that 
those are the men who are unfairly com­
peting against the hon. member for Enog· 
gera and other master butchers who are 
doing a fair thing, and for the people's own 
benefit it is the duty of the Government, on 
the recommendation of the Under Secretary 
for Agriculture, to establish public abattoirs, 
and I promise this House that they will not 
get Yery much rest while I am in it until 
something is done. (Hear, hear!) 

The PREMIER (Hon. D. F. Denham, 
Oxley), who was received with Government 
"Hear, h'cars !" said: Following the han. 
gentleman, I desire to oongratulate the mover 
and seconder of the Address in Reply. I think 
we shall all allow that the hon. members who 
have had that dutY entrusted to them .are a 
di~tinct acquisitio'n to the House. The 
leader of the Opposition realised that on this 
ocoasion time is the essence of the oontraet, 
and I propose doing similarly. He expressed 
himself disappointed with <:>.ertain omissions 
from the Governor's Speech-notably the 
Trad£, Disput.es Bill. Well, if the trend of 
a, Trade Disputes Bill as recently manifested 
in doings in the old land is any indication 
of ,,~hat we should do, then I think we bhould 
stu~liously avoid putting such a statute on 
our books. (Hear, hear!) 

Mr. THEODORE: ViThat aJ:~JUt the Rock­
hampton programme? 

The PREMIER : The Roekhampton pro· 
gramme is not ,a matter for my consider,a­
tion. (Oppo•,ition laughter.) Before proceed­
ing to the .oarlier portions of his speech, let 
me deal with the latter portion-namely, 
that rcL,ting to lJubli:J a 1:~ttoirs. ~O\V. "'A<J 

have arranged for a Royal Commission to in­
quire into the meat trade, as to the a venues 
of outlet, as to the means of treating the 
meat, and one of the questions which the 
Commission will look into is that of the 
necessity of public abattoirs. 

HOKOUTIABLE ME:IfBERS : Hear, hea.r ! 
The PREMIER : If on the recommenda­

tion tht>reof it is found necessary to resort 
to public abattoirs, we shall cert<tinly give 
effect to their r·eeommendation. 

Mr. BowMAN AND HONOURABLE l\1EMBERS : 
Hear, hear! 

The PREMIER: I reckon, that as matters 
are now concluded, they are neither economi­
cal nor arc th<'v in the hig-hc,t degree sani­
tary, and that the time has cDme when in a 
citv like Bri,.bane, and doubtless other large 
cities, there shall be established public 
abattoirs. 

HoKOl'RABLE ME:IfBERS: Hear, hear! 
The PREMIER: When in MelbournE', in 

January, I met a gentleman who I once 
knew in ~risbane, but who for many years 
has been m New Zealand, and he w.as an 
enthusia,.tic advocate of abattoirs; and he 
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talked to me especially in this r·egard, point­
ing out the enormous advantages to ~he 00';1-
munity, that they had been established m 
really small cities, and had not become a 
burden upon the people. \Ve .are large!y a 
me-at-exporting country, <and to the eredrt of 
the inspectors be it said that in th~ old land 
it is rare that they are .able to pomt to a:ny 
defective 'beast. On more than one oeeas,on 
there have been statements made, which we 
have insisted ought to be traced ~ the 
bottom, and in every ease but one I think I 
can say that it was found to be not the pro­
duct of Queensland. We have a system of 
tabs attached to carcasses, so that we can 
quite readily and ee,sily trace them.. Th!"re­
fore, I think it will be quite suffiment rf I 
give the hen. gentlem:m the assurance. tl_lat 
one of the auestions which the C'ommrsswn 
will be charged to investigate is that of the 
ne"vessity of abattdirs.: 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

The PREMIER : R.eally the han. gentle­
man's address mav be divi·ded into two parts 
-that of ,abattoir; and strike. I think he will 
he satisfied with the answer given as to abat­
toirs; I think he will be equally sa~isfied­
with the statement I shall make relative to 

'the strike. (Hear, hear! and Opposition· 
laug'hter.) It is quite natuul that the han. 
gentleman should seek to cover up blunder& 
that were made in the e<>rly part of the year, 
and he starts out by stating- that but for the 
strike the matter would not have boon 
brought before the Arbitration Court. I do 
not propose to make use of <any harsh e~pres­
sion as fwm myself; I shall quote ~nmpl_y 
and only friends of the party s1ttmg m 
Opposition. They will recognise at on<X_l' that 
the Sydney Bulle::n evcer has becm frrendly 
to the Labour socialistic movement. 

l\1r. COYN": "'ct at all. (Opposition 
la.ughtE'C'.) 

The PREMIER: What do"'· the Sydney 
Bulletin say on this particular question. The 
han. gentleman said that it would no~ have 
been before th9 court but for the stnke. 

Mr. COYNE interjected. 

The PREMIER: During the whole of the 
hon. gentleman's speech I did not open :UY 
lips. While the strike was in its draggmg 
middle age, it was suddenly di~cx:vered that 
the Fcclf'ra! C'<mrt had been s1ttmg on the 
case of the original dispute, and had decided 
in favour of the tramway men, thereby de­
claring the whole strike busin<"ss to. be a 
superfluous futility. The leaders t.rred, to 
cov·er up their fatal blunder by deelarmg 
that but for the strike their case would 
never have got into court. This ta.:it de· 
elaration that they did not know how to do 
a simple job of getting a case before the 
court also suggests the need of fresh blather­
skite". 

Mr. HARDACRE: Were the articles written 
by Peter Airey? (Laughter.) 

The PREMIER: I do not know who the 
writers for the Svdney Bulletin may be, but 
I will quote se-ne persons directly who c_an­
not be influenced bv the gentleman he has JUSt 
named. The hon. 'g<'ntleman referred to the 
fact that some who had led in this mov£,ment 
had been returned to the House. He referred 
to a letter which I issued to e.ll Gov9rnment 
supporters, dated ~2~h )Mar-~h, ~n~l which 
was given full pubherty m t)<e punhe PrMs, 
it being quoted in extenso, m regard to thE> 



Address in Reply. (9 JULY.] Address in Reply. lOS 

action of certain members of this House, 
and I do not blush in having issued that 
letter. The han. gentleman said that the 
challeng a hm·e thro· n down had not been 
honoured. Let me remind him that tho 
gentk1nen VVho "\\ c~l'G lllOSt active in this 
matter are passed out. I believt> that if the 
han. gentleman himself had been in con­
tinual good health matters mi~ht have been 
otherwis.P. ~ 

Mr. BOWJ\!Al'!: I would htcve been •after 
you. 

The PREMIER: It was because of his ill­
health that he had to retire from the scene. 
The. then deputy leader of the Opposition, 
durmg the first week of the strike, wont 
down to Melbourne. It is perfectly true that 
Mr: Ryan, the present deputy, was pretty 
active. But let me quote the names of those 
who we:·e most •active, and who have been 
dealt with by the electors-Mr. McLachlan 
Mr. Collins, Mr. Ferricks, Mr. Maughan: 
Mr. _Mulcahy, Mr. Ryland, Mr. Mullan, Mr. 
Nevitt. (Laughter.) The whole of those 
gentlemen had been r•a,-;ed out by th<3 elec­
tors. 

Mr. LEXXOl'!: It IS a misstatement as to 
Nevitt. 
. ~he PREMIER : If not passed out, never 
mvited to stand. Allow me to correct that 
because my carce is so good that I have n~ 
need of tho least scintilla of misstatement. 
It is quite true that Nevitt's €lectorate had 
be€n wiped out: I do not know what the 
pl·;biscit€ did. But it is significant that one 
of tho most active men, w~10 is not in the 
House-one of the mo~i-, active men on the 
strike committee-'"'lS rejected in more than 
one case in the pkl1iscite. 

An 0PPOSITIOX ME:I!BER : Name him ? 

The PRE:\IIER: Mr. Collins. In ans" er 
to this, s!rons: 'l, te';r'' •1t m~d<;> by t~''. P·'lcre­
tary Ol Lh-, Bakers ""\ssc-'1'I;'!hon, giVIng :;tn 
intimation to thnir pooC>le Lot to deliver 
bread, what is the fac" f That the drivers 
·were ' -Ilr··l on( t~L>t th~ operative:; were 
called on:, th.1t thJ halcers the11·s,·lvc; did 
the be· .. t they could to supply the clamorous 
ne('r2s of che P'' blic, and as soon as possible 
get m. n on tl:c cart:·· to delive~ bread to 
people in to• n? 

GovE:::.:.c:\IEXT ::YlE·~BEB..:,: He ~r, hea.r! 

The PREMIER : Then the han. gentle­
man made a statement about ice, and on 
that I shall q..Jote to hi:!l frc•m the Bfisb•me 
'l'elegraph, da ocl lst February-· 

"The co:n<.rittee of the Children's 
.E:ks•Jital h.v c noti'\ed by a·:vortisemEnt 
that v.nlPe;;s ic~ is permitted"-

Permittd, Sir, in this State ! 
"p•·rmitted to Lo supplied in the ho .. -
pital, the live· of many persons will be 
endangered.}' 

Mr. COYXE: Vi'hat is the· dde of that? 

The PRE::v!IER: I said 1st FebruRry. Let 
me quote once rr~ore-

" The City und Suburban Ice Company 
has not yet received a permit"-

Think of it, in this country! 
"to manuf~cture at the JYiusgrave Viharf, 
and there rs need for the big institutions 
concerY,Jed to <'Xercise economv, so that 
the stock of ic'l rna v last a"s long as 
possible." • 

There were two cases cited, as to which I 
have shown, that driver, and cperatives were 

called out, and that the bakers themselves 
did the best they could to meet the clamorous 
cleman-ls of the people ; and as to ice, the 
statcm·'cct made was absolutely incorrect. 
Tho hon. gcntlemc,n was wrong- in saying 
that the people voted at tho cle.:tions be­
cause of the misNlpresentations of the Press. 
No; we succeeded at th·. elections because 
of the outraged feelings of the community. 

GOVERl'!MENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! and 
Opposition laughter. 

The PREMIER: We just know the cir­
cc<mstances quite well-that on that ''hearten­
ing" Sunda:v, when the forty-three unions de­
cided to go out at 6 p.m. on the Tuesday, 
they put their threat into operation, and on 
Tuesday, 30th Jcnw:.ry, at 6 p.m., the tram­
"1tay men left thoir "'· ork, and othe1· people 
left their \vork, and did not r ,ume their 
work the follo ;.·ing day. LeL me remind you 
that on the 31st, the le 1·dor of tl ' Opposi­
tion-hero is the public proof-complin1ented 
tho police on th •ir patience. On th" 31st the 
Primo Minister of the CorL:...:IOn\vcalth, l\1r. 
Fisher, admitt..od in Melbourne that he had 
received a wire that the situution ·was 
rapidly bccon1ing alarming, and busin<?ss was 
paraly·•ed, and Mr. Fishr·r further F•'1id that 
he consiclered the Ftrike unnecccsary. Now, 
on 1st February all the shopJ of this citv 
·wore cornpelled to be clo~. :d, c·.,.;:c',~pt the 
chm11if-:.ts. Bv \Yhc,,e ~uthoritv? That is 
just vchere the point com<c- in: All vehicu­
lo.r traffic "·as stopped, bakers and butchers 
not a!lowed to ply their businese, and may 
I even remincl you that pickets ·:·.ere put 
round in ca:"J any }•·etcher or 1Jaker might 
supply the pEople who wcr· clamorous for 
food. Even the pilot service wac stopped. 
Could there be anvthing more d "'JCrat·· than 
that, t;lat I, .. >t only tlr,• pilot ,, .rvice, but 
harbour £r 1ployees, who have to look after 
the buoys and lights of the river at a time 
of the :l Par when tempest' may come down 
the coast, wer.,. pulled out, on the paltriest 
i,.sue that ever came before any community. 

GOVERl'!ME:-iT ME:·'BBRS: Hear, hear! 

The PREMIER : The hon, gentleman 
made a comparison. Kover for one moment 
would I compare myself ,., ith Mr. k·quith­
he is like a gi•,nt to a D"vicl. What is the 
differen. e? The y, orkers in England had 
somE:-:hi11g about wh-ich to be trouLled-her-e 
the·. b:td the mere wearing of a button ! 
(OppoLition diPsent.) To get bac'~ to the 
suspension of traffic. Perishable goods were 
allowed to rot and to l ., carri,.,i ;,way, utterly 
regardk-'2 of the ecttlHs in the country, 
who for months pas: had been preparing 
for the mccrket. From thA l:·,t to 7th February 
the Cuc.toms collect,.} in Q:Je.cnsland was 
£3,376 8s. 5d., coJctparecl with the preceding 
year of ,;18,816 13s. On the 2nd-the big 
Friday which the hon. gcmtleman designated 
"Baton Friday," but which I say was "Good 
Friday"--

GovERN:\IENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! and 
Opposition laughtu·. 

Th" PREMIER: I call it " Good Friday" 
because, by the act' on of the Government, 
we made it pos -'ible for 1nen to maintain 
their libedy, and show their manhood. On 
that daY the Customs were nil, and on the 
next day £10 8s. lOd. The han. gentleman 
referred to a . deputation to myself on th<3 
morning of the· 2nd-that is Friday. 

Mr. RYAl'!: You call it "Good Friday"? 
Mr. KIRWAl'!: A day of batons. 

Han. D. F. Denham.] 



104 Address in Reply. [ASSEMBLY.] Address in Reply. 

The PREMIER : On that Friday the 
leader of the Opposition brought a deputa­
tion to me to se.ok for the intervention of 
Parliament. I at least could not see any 
need for the intervention of Parliament. 

Mr. COYNE : You said they should stew 
in their own juice. 

Th<• PREMIER: I am glad the hon. mem­
ber g·ives me an opportLmity of referring 
to that. On the 3rd April I was at Rock­
lea, and someone in the audience said I had 
done nothing to stop the strike. The hon. 
gentleman, I think, said something to the 
same effect this evening. My reply was-

" Mr. Denham : I met four gentlemen 
and Mr. Badger on Friday night in the 
hope of bringing the strike to- an end. 
At all times I have been anxious to help 
those who vi.~ere induced to dovvn tools, 
but at no stage have I done anything 
to help the strike committee and Parlia· 
mentary Labour party, who were re­
sponsible for the trouble. They, so far 
as I am concerned, can stew in their 
own fat. (Applause.)" 

GoVERNMENT lUEMBERB: Hear, hear l 

The PREMIER: That is the report by 
the Brisbane Telegraph. The Courier had a 
condensed report, and po13sibly in the con­
densation omitted some portion. Those are 
the facts I realised they were in the fat, 
and as far as I was co.ncerned they should 
stop there. Why was all this confusion 
brought on Brisbane? What had the people 
of Brisbane, the people of Southern Queens· 
land, done, that they should be reduced to 
the condition of a city besieged by an enemy? 
The people of Brisbane had nothing to do 
with the wearing of the badge. They were 
peacefully following their lawful avocations. 
Yet, on ,account of the actio11S of certain 
men during that strike, they were treated 
as if they were parties to it. The bakers' 

carts were preveptcd from going 
[5.30 p.m.] around, the sale oJ meat was 

prohibited, and ordinary supplies 
were cut off, but it was not the fault of the 
public. There were delays in getting tQ 
the Arbitration Court, but it was by no 
means the fault of the public. I suppose 
it w,as the congested state of the Arbitra­
fion Court or some other reason which pre­
Y<'nted it fro.m getting there. Anyway, it 
was not the Government's fault. The ques­
tion was before the court, and it was await­
ing- settlement there. The hon. gentleman 
said just now that he bn!ieved in arbitra­
tion. How can he sa.y that either he or any 
of his party believe in arbitration, when this 
strike in Brisbane arose o.ver a question 
which was before the Arbitration Court 1 
'What kind of regard can they have for con­
ciliation and arbitration when they waive the 
Arbitration Court on one side alto.gether and 
say, " Let us ex<alt ourselves and be the 
dictators of Queensland"! 

GoVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

The PREMIER: Of all the paltry matters 
out of which a strike could be evolved, this 
was the most paltry, and yet, if a hostile 
fleet in Mo.reton Bay had been blockading 
Brisbane they could not have more effectu­
ally blocked the citv than certain persons 
did until the Gover'nment had once more 
assumed its functions. (Henr, hear!) 

1\I r. HARDACRE: It was Badger who did it. 

The PREMIER: The hon. gentleman can­
not get away from Badger. Hon. members 

[Hon. D. F. Denham. 

are trying to cover up their confusion, but 
we will keep them to the point. (Hear, hear!) 
The tramway employees thems~lves in A.de­
laide regarded the badge questiOn as beJ.!lg 
so unimportant that they could no.t he m­
duced to strike. They declared that the 
badge question was of so little importance 
that they were quite prepared to await the 
decision of the court. But that was not the 
wish o.f the Labour party or the leaders 
of the strike co.mmittee in Brisbane. They 
decided, for some reason best known to them­
selves-which now, I dare say, they deeply 
deplore-they decided to inaugurate a reign 
of terror. 

OPPOSITION dissent and laughter. 
The PREMIER: The proof of this is in 

the actions of the members of the strike 
committee There were notices posted at the 
'Trades H~ll during the strike. Here is one 
notice that was posted up-

" Man wQrking at River terrace 
quarry." 

What was the object of that notice being 
stuck up the:ce? It was obviously not to 
let that man continue to do. his work at the 
quarry. It was posted up at the Trades 
Hall so that the men reading it would be 
impelled to go across to the quarry and make 
that man quit his work. Here is another 
nQtice that was pasted up at the Trades 
Hall-

" Such-and-such a company is supply-
ing meat to strike-breakers. Pickets 
wanted." 

Mr. CoYNE: Who put those notices up? 
The PREMIER: I suppose that they were 

sig·ned by the hon. gentleman. 
Mr. COYNE : Do you say that I signed 

them? 
The PREMIER: The inten'ion was to in­

timidate, and, if needs be, ill-treat the 
wicked butcher The " mo.st exacting, capri­
cious, and unreasoning of tyrants" v:ere the 
terms I used in the letter, and I w1ll show 
that it was so and will prove it up to the 
hilt. Never ..'vas confusion, loss, and dis­
tress more wantonly thrust on a communi!Y 
by that precious strike committee. I will 
pro.ve my assertion by the statements of hos­
tile witnesses-at. least witnesses who are 
friendly t<J the strike l~aders. Now, it will 
allowed that J\Ir. Beebv, who is a member 
of the McGowen Ministry in New South 
Wales-the Minister for Lands-it will be 
allowed that he does not belong to. the 
Liberal party. 

Mr. CoYNE : It seems as if he does. 

The PREMIER : Mr. Beeby said in regard 
t<J strikes-

" I regard the strike as a futile and 
wasteful method of fighting in a country 
like Australia." 

That was a severe rebuke for the leader o£ 
the strike committee. Then the Transport 
Workers' Council of New South Wales, of 
which the Hon. W. Hughes, Federal Attor­
ney-General, is president, decided as follows:-

" Not in sympathy with the principles 
of general strikes. They are illogical an.d 
injure indiscriminately, and wantonly 
destrov amicable relations. . . . Con­
sidered an offence to the organisation if 
any member of any of the societies cease 
work or boycott any vessel in New South 
Wales waters from sympathy with Bris­
bane strike." 

That was an unmeasured condemnation of 
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the strike committee from that big, powerful 
organisation. Then the Newcastle Labour 
Council, upon receiving two wires signed by 
one "H. Coyne," chairman of the strike 
committee, invoking their aid, suggested 
that they should throw the wires under the 
table. Evidently they picked the wires up 
again, because a reply was ordered to be 
sent to Brisbane, refusing to help by calling 
out any of the unions. That was a repudia­
tion of the action of the people here. Then 
the Hon. King O'Malley, Minister for Home 
Affairs in the Commonwealth Government, 
cannot be said to be a member of the Liheral 
party. In fact, he is a member of the 
Socialistic Labour party, and he agrees with 
Mr. Griffith, the Minister for Works in the 
New South 'Vales Labour Governnient. Mr. 
O'Malley says-

:' That the general strike is a blend 
o£ imbecility and barbaris1n." 

GovERN'<ENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

The PREMIER : If I had used that 
language, then hon. members might have 
felt annoyed, but it comes from one of their 
own side, and he refers to the strike as im­
becile and barbarous. I am sorry that the 
hon. member for Queenton is not here as I 
wi8h to quote from a CharteJ:s Towers 'paper 
-t~e Charters Towers Evening Telegraph, 
whiCh has always been, and still is, a sup­
porter of the Labour party. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear. hear l 

The PREMIER : The Charters Towers 
Telegraph, in its issue of 28th February 
last, said-

" There was no need whatever for 
even the tramway employees to cease 
work. . . . The men who got them 
to do so were fools, and the men who 
started the general strike were criminal 
lunatics." 

{Government cheers.) 

The PREMIER : Here is an editor of a 
newspaper entirely in sympathy with the 
Labour party, and he refe1:s to the leaders of 
the strike committee as fools and criminal 
lunatics. (Government laughter.) I pro­
pose still further to convict the strike com­
mittee out of the mouths of those who are 
not our friends. The Sydney Bulletin, which 
is distinctly favourable to the Labour Social­
istic party, had the following in its issue of 
the 7th March :-

" The union existed in spite of him, 
and he accepted the situation as a matter 
of necessity. Then arose the question of 
the dght of the men to wear the union 
symbol while on duty. It was really a 
matter of sentiment, for the union would 
be no more real, and no more or l<>ss 
powerful, whether its emblem was worn 
in working hours or not. But the point 
was regarded as one of importance, and 
after a certain amount of dust and 
clamour it was referred to the Federal 
Court for decision. And then the union, 
presumably at the instance of some 
r!-'-ckety person of the Coyne descrip­
tiOn, proceeded to wear the symbol with­
out waiting for the oour_t's decision, and 
thereby tool~ the first step towards giving 
the game mto the hands of Manager 
Badger." 

It is just as well to read these extracts from 
the Sydney Bulletin, as there may be mem­
bers of the House who did not read them, 

and it will enable intelligent readers of Han­
sard to see what the Bulletin think, of the 
strike leaders, and will show them that 
friends of the Labour party out,ide of 
Queensiand were opposed to the >trike. 

" They drove union employers into 
sympathy with Badger from motives of 
self-interest. They deliberately branded 
unionists as a wholly undependable kind 
of labour-a kind whose word was nev(')r 
to be trusted because, even when it had 
no grievance of its own, it was liable to 
turn dog on its employer, however just 
and considerate the employer might be, 
at the bidding of a reckless strike com­
mittee. No attempt was made to take 
a referendum of the unionists; the ap­
parent attitude of the committee was 
that they ranked with children or im­
beciles, with no right save the right of 
obedience." 

And the Bulletin added-
" To put the matter shortly, the tactice 

of the str.ike leaders didn't present one 
redeeming feature." 

On the 14th of March tho Sydney Bulletin 
had the following:-

" With their crazy beginning and their 
ineffective ending--their flamboyant as­
surances of certain victory and their 
tame surrender-their incapacity to hit 
the right man and their utter unscrupu­
lousness about hitting the wrong man­
their throwing away of almost c9rtain 
victory and their gratuitous rush to cer­
tain defeat, there were few possible 
blunders that these strike committee-men 
did not make. As wreckers of a good 
case they were about the limit and the 
last possibility." 

The Sydney Bulletin further stated-
" The hopelessly crazed doings of cer­

tain Labour leaders at Brisbane leave 
the essential merits of unionism just as 
before. Th€se people merely show that 
the best of institutions can be discredited 
if the administration of them falls it1to 
bad hands." 

I have convicted them out of the mouths of 
their friends. On the third day of the strike, 
having reduced the city to a state of siege, 
having wrought serious injury to workers, 
and having arrested all trade, a deputation, 
led by Mr. Bowman, waited on me. I want 
to call attention to this deputation. I have 
newspaper extracts of the reports of that 
deputation to refer to, and I can say that 
no member of that deputation refuted my 
statement as to (a) the holding un of food 
supplies; (b) the general arrestment of busi­
ness; (c) intimidation of peaceful citizens; (d) 
the second authority which had been set up­
brutal authority I termed it. No one refuted 
these allegations of mine. 

JYir. HARDACRE : You never made use of 
them to us. 

The PREMIER : I can only refer hon. 
members to the daily Press reports. I am per­
fectly willing to read them; but I do not 
wish to waste my time reading from news­
papers. I could quote from the Telegraph 
to show what I say is true. Here is one 
headed "The Prunier and the Labour party 
deputation." 

Mr. LENNON: · There "·ere no reporters 
there. 

Uon. D. F. Denham.l 
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The PUE:iYliEH, : Han. members can read 
it for themselwc, I said that I would not 
call Parliam<:crcc together until the authority 
of thD G( ,yt_rnucnt was vindicated. I said 
that if the Government could not restore 
order the I \vould make way for another 
Government th: t could do so. I said that 
the. Government had a duty to di;·charge 
wluch they would do fearle·:,ly, without harsh­
ness anr: '\Yithout recri1nination. In main­
taining or(1 ,r tiL' Governrnt.nt ...,~Cs for no 
class but lor a.E. \Vithout order we have 
anarchy and mob r~ie, which i' subversive 
of con·titutiona! gO\ :.·nment. It must be 
allowed that in no sense did the Government 
flourish its authority, and in no sense did the 
Governwcnt pro :oke the strikers to resent­
ment. 

Mr. COYNE : You were at it all the time. 
The PHEJ\IIEH : That is not so. Some 

referen?es were mad~ to the police, but I 
leave tnc: G phase of 1t to be dealt with by 
my colleague, th;c Home Secretary, in whose 
charge they \Yere. 

Mr. HAMILTON: You took them from his 
charge. 

The PREMIEU: We allowed the Wednes­
day an~ Thursday proc0ssions, and the police 
gua~dert the route. 8nb.;~quently, on the day 
o~ tnc Sc cond processwn there were violent 
~rstur.b .. nee:; in th_, ='-.::arlee~ square. Before 
mvokm!! , id under section 119 of the Com­
monwealth Cmbtiturion I will show what the 
state o~ <:>fiair 1vc:; by re'_1,ding from a letter 
from .:\lr. Finlay;,,,m, the member for Bris­
bane m tho FPderal Parliament. 

Mr. Bm, IAK: And he will represent Bris­
bane a,c:cm. 

The PHE:\IIEE: That is not worth while 
talking a) 'Jut. i\Ir. Finlayson said-

" It i .. qui,.- imposcible for any intelli­
gent c.hzc ;, of Brisbane to ccmtemplate 
v;1th apy ,;ol~ .. :re~ of equanimity the posi­
t.on o .. a.tau: m the mty to-day. \\ e 
are hYing on the edge of ra volcano 
and while the leaders of the strikers ar~ 
doing Leir very best to uphold law and 
orde;·, and com,~s·i ,.ntly urging the men 
t? a YO tel any . dtsturbance of the peace, 
t __ 3 1/: t ,rcm~und that any _Y.uite unp.re­
lTICO.l, :tte-Ll action 1nay nrecipi;.aLe a serious 
disturbance. ~ 

, " As the. days n;o by the danger will 
menhbly mcrease, and every good citi­
zen shonld seriouslv cvnsider what it may 
1--e po :.·,ibiP to do fo guaLantee the safety 
of life and property. 

The safc:>t (_ ~ Efe Qnd propr?rty~that vYas 
the problem brfo~ 2 tlcc )'2°lJ;J cf IL:C1cc.llO 
at that time. 

., r;~ .~he ~arne o£ p€ace, let us have 
somed1111g tnat v-rould r .. :mder unneces­
sarJ: ~ continu'lnce of the pr"ent critical 
posnton of affairs in Bri~bane." 

He went on to sa:,--

" Now he was satisfied that the next 
day th~ position would be of even 
greater gravity." 

It was ~n Thursday when the position was 
as de~r."lbed there, after midday- 2 o'clo.ck 
-reah:-mg the perturbed state of the city, 
the enormo'.ls numbers that were on the 
move;-the leader of the Opposition, I think, 
n-:entroned 20,000--seeing the large numbers 
and the tumultuous spirit, it was quite possible 
that o•1 the least provocation something 
dreadful might ha:e o~ourred, ending in riot, 
bloodshed, and rumatwn. It was then Sir 
that I ascertained what provision was 'mad~ 
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in the Constitution. Accordin:.ilY I asked His 
Excellency to cable to the Governor-General 
under the provisions of the 119th section. 

Mr. CoYNE : When did you do that? 

The PRE:\HER: That was Thursday, about 
half-past 2 o'clock, and I understand that the 
hon. m<>mber fc;r Warrego had sent one 
twenty-four hours before, in which he de­
scribed Brisbane as Lein\" reduced to--

Mr. HARDACRE: There had been no violence 
up till thGn. 

The PREMIE>R: I say, seeing the turbu­
lence of the majority on the Timrsday, and 
realising th~ 1nultitude on the move, and 
what might occur at any moment---

Mr. HARDACRE : What might occur ! 

ThG PREMIER: Precisely so. It was 
just precisely what Mr. Finlayson was doing 
in calling attention to the perturbed state of 
affairs. 

Several members of the OPPOSITION inter­
jecting, 

The SPE..<\.KEH,: Order! Han. members 
will have an opportunity of replying- later. 

The PREJHIER: Whatever may. lee said about 
my action, what can be said of the strike 
committee, who also cabled to i\Ielbourne 
asking for military aid against the police? 
(Government laughter.) In my opinion, the 
Prime JUinistE' · had a very simple duty to 
discharge. It ''-'as. at the request of the 
Executive Government, to have given us the 
assistance of Commonwealth support. 

GovERNMENT ·MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
The PRE:\IIER: He violated the Constitu-

tion. 
OPPOSITION MEMBERS: No, no! 
GOVERNMENT :MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

The PREMIER: And prob cb!y Australia 
is thG c;nly civilised country in the world in 
which the military is not read} at a moment's 
notice to back up the civil authority. 

J\Ir. O'SULLI'i'AN: \Vhat about America? 

'fhe PREMIER: Let me quote onc~e more, 
because hon. mGmbers opposite a.re very un­
fortunate in their interjections. Let me quote 
the Minister for Defence, Senator Pearce, 
a :n1rmher cf t1L3 \dministra""~< n lc-1 bv the 
Prin1e ~~1i::;.i,, er, th-.:' '-Ion. 1\n.dr?Vl Fisher. 
Mr. Peal r,:, 111ade use of ~·1,,S ~ '·''Or·d3. t!.nd I 
would lilie the han. member for \Varrego 
to carefully listc·n to th-"m-

" Law is the only element so far dis­
covered by v;hioh communities can be 
kept to ~ether in units a' nations. \Ve 
have, in order to maint,ain ourselves as 
a nation, to uphold the la\•"S of our 
nation, not only against foreign aggres­
sion, but also against internal aggression. 
The whole du:y of government is summed 
up in that. It is to uphold :md enforce 
the law. The people of Australia have 
deulared that they will have a military 
system for the defence of Australia as 
a nation, and I •"ill say that that does 
not merelv mean that we will defend 
AustPdia "from foreign oppression, but 
that we will defc nd the laws of Aus­
tralia, no matter from where the attack 
may come, if that attack takes the form 
of force. 

"At pre&Pnt, as far a~ 1 know, the 
only way by which the Commonwealth 
Pa.rliament is able to protect itself or a 
State from domc•ti0 violence is by its 
Defence Force." 

Senator Pearce :is right. Law is the only 
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element so far discovered by whioh communi­
ties can be kept together as a nation. The 
Prime Minister viohted the Constitution, 
and ·as a subterfuge referred to the Defence 
Force Act. I have laid before the House the 
papers which have been printed, •and they 
are in the hands of han. members, and as 
they go fully into the question ,from my 
standpoint, it saves me the necessity of an 
elabol'ate reply. I am satisfied, as far as I 
am concerned, to say that the Government of 
the Commonwertlth--(Interruption). Suffic' 
it to say that the Commonwealth violated 
the Constitution and referred to the Defence 
Force Act. The Executive Government of 
Queensland is the authority to determine the 
need for Commonwealth assistance--

Mr. HARDACRE: No! 

The PR:ElMIER : And not the Prime 
Minister. vVhat information had Mr. Fisher 
after •all? He is living 1,000 miles away 
from here, and the information which he ob­
tained doubtless reaohed him from the source 
al;·eady rd.:;rred to-namely, the strike com­
nnttee, an mterested ·body of irresponsibles. 
The Prime Minister of the Commonwealth 
listened to tho statement of an interested 
body of irresponsibles against the demand of 
the Executive Government of one of the 
sovereign States of Australia. 

GOVEHK}IENT MEMBEHS: Hear, hear ! 

The PREMIER: If the people of Aus­
tralia are willing to submit to the terrorism 
of irresponsible persons, whether in unions 
or out of unions--

Mr. O'SeLLIVAN: Or even Governments. 

The PREMIER : What use is parliamen­
tary government if irresponsibles are to be 
the dict<ators of affairs? Governments •are 
useless excrescences unless thee- .are •able to 
preserve law •and order. The unions had 
lawful means, and the people who felt ag­
grieved had lawful means of seekino- the 
·?bject th0:· d"qired. Every man and '.~ocaan 
m the Commonwealth of Australia has an 
equal voice. If syndicalists are in the 
majority and wnnt to stop industry; if 
syndicalists want to starve the community 
there is no need to resort to force. 

Mr. THEODORE: What are you reading 
. from? 

The PREMIER : I am discussing this pro­
position from .an intelligent point of view. 

Mr. THEODORE : You are reading your 
speech. 

The PREMIER : I am not reading my 
speech. I have made copious notes so •as 
to succinctly get over the· ground and not 
to scatter myself. 

GOVER:\'JJENT MEMBEHS : Hear, hear ! 

The PREMIER : I ask your protection, 
Mr. Spt··~ker. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! The Chief Secre· 
tary is in posc,ession of the Chair, and I must 
ask hon. members to allow him to proceed 
with his speech without interruption, in the 
same way as I asked them to give a fair 
hearing to the leader of the Opposition. I 
regret ex.ceedingly to say that some of the 
oldest memb:'rs of the Chamber on my left 
and on my nght are repeatedly interjecting. 

The PREMIER : If the irresponsibles 
wished to stop industry they could pass a 
[aw-if they could get a majority-pass a 
law forbidding •anyone to work without a 

permit. When Queensland joined the Com­
monwealth it was an open understanding 
that W·B voluntarily surrendered the control 
of military affairs clearly upon the under­
standing that in case of an invasion or 
domPstic violence the authorities would 
oome to our aid. Now let me quote from 
the official records of the debates of the Aus­
tvalian Federal Convention, third session, 
Melbourne, 1898, dealing with this very ques­
tion. T,his is the section-

" The Commonwealth shall protect 
every State against invasion, and on the 
application of the Executive Government 
of a State ag·ainst domestic violence. 

" Amendment suggested by the Legis­
lative Council of Victori·a. 

"After 'State' insert 'or where in the 
opinion of the Governor-GenBral it is 
necessary for the preservation of the 
public peace.' 

" Mr. Gordon : I object most strongly 
to this interference "ith the State. The 
State is the proper party to ask for pro­
tection, and not the Governor-General, 
who is not a resident of the State, •and 
may be badly advised. 

"Mr. Barton: The State should be 
entitled to demand prot<·ction. 

"T:he amBndment was negatived. 
"cr.ause 112 was agrE'ed to." 

ThBrefore, in the course of a few moments 
it was passed that in the case of any disturb­
ance within a State the Executive Govern­
ment should be the determining factor as to 
whether aid was need·ed or not. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: It is precisely the same 
in America. 

Mr. RYAN: Are you going to take any 
action? 

The PREMIER : I will carefully consider 
that on getting the best legal advice. I 
do not kno•,v whether the hon. member will 
be prepared to acrept a rctain.Jr or not. 
The Government must see that every citizen is 
a!lo,,·ed to r;o about his occu1.aiion without 
being maltrei\tcd or intimidated. The ho.1. 
1nen1brr, in the course of hi.-; r -1na1,.~s, reM 
ferred to Mr. As1uith and the attitude Mr. 
Asquith took in relation to the coal strike . 
Let me refer the hon. member to Mr. vVin­
ston Churchill, then Home Secretary, and 
whos" sympathy has never been questioned 
in relation to '-" < rc;ers and labo·,rers. What 
did he do? He did not hesitat , as H0me 
S'·oretary, to send the military to the dis­
affected districts, and he did not hesitate 
about calling out the troops, r·ublic •:tLty 
being the first consideration he regarded. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: His succoc·•wr did not 
follow his example. 

The PREMIER: I will quote, if ;·ou like, 
two Frenchmen. Clemenceaux, vvho "\Vas 
looked upon as a passionate advocate for 
L~j,bour, did not, when Premier, refuse to 
call out troops. Briand, who is distinctly a 
socialist, did the same thing. I say we 
did not ask for troops. \Vhat we asked for 
wa~. under section 119, the protection of 
the Commonwealth authority. The situation 
on Thursday was distinctly appalling. 

Mr. THEODOHE: He was a renegade. 

The PREMIER: I do not know who are 
renegades. I am just now dealing with the 
socialists in France, .and I am not familiar 

Hon. D. F. Denham.] 
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with the methods of renegades. The Prime 
Minister of France did not hesitate to call 
upon the troops when occasion demanded. It 
~s the business of the Government to protect 
Its people, and to see that its affairs are 
carried on. Now I do hope that out of this 
turmoil good may come, and I believe that 
the Peace Industrial Bill, which will shortly 
be submitted, will provide for an effective 
remedy against all such turmoils in the 
future. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

The PREMIER: I quite believe it is not 
possible; it is not practicable to say, "Thou 
shall not strike," but it is possible to make 
a proYision by which, before men do strike, 
they shall have time to think. We shall 
table a Bill in the course of a few davs 
which, I believe, will protect the community, 
.and especially the workers in the community, 
who nh·d to be protected against their b.ad 
and false friends. 

GOVERNThlENT l\1EMBEilS: Hear, hear! 

The PREMIER : Some Pf'0ple say the 
State has no right whatever to interfere in 
trade di•put2s-that such interference is 
mischievous, that we should merely watch 
the combatants, and see that there should 
be fair play on both sides. But, Mr. 
Speake;·, the State has a duty. Something 
far more is expected of the State than 
merely to look on. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER : What did the 
Government do in the strike? 

The PREMIER : I made it possible for 
work to be carried on. I made it possible 
for men to get about their work. (Hear, 
hear !) In no sense and at no time was the 
Government in any degree a partisan. 

GovERN:viENT MEMBERS: HPar, hear ! {Op­
position laughter.) 

GOVERNMENT LOAN ACTS 1910 AND 
1911 AMENDMENT BILL. 
RETURNED FROM COUNCIL. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of 
a message from the Council returning this 
Bill without amendment. 

GOVERNMENT STOCK BILL. 

RETURNED FROM COUNCIL. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a 
message from the Council returning this 
Bill without amendment 

ADDRESS IN REPLY. 

RESUMPTION OF DEBATE. 

The PREMIER, resuming, said: You will 
remember that the strike arose in connection 
with a request to wear a certain badge with 
which the people of Brisbane generally had 

no concern, and I think it will 
[7 p.m.] hardly be averred that the 

numerous unions called out were 
intimately concerned in the matter. In no 
sense was the State a partisan in the dispute_ 
All that the Government sought to accom­
plish was that men who desired to go about 
their business should be permitted to do so, 
and I think it may be said that the State 
was a greater friend to the workers than 
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those who sought to deprive them of their 
employment. A large number of the men 
who were thrown out of employment at that 
time were, I think, brought out unwillingly. 

Mr. BoWMAN: Who said so? 

The PREMIER : I said I think they were 
brought out unwillingly. A large number 
told me they were brought out unwillingly. 

Mr. BowiYIAN: Told you? 

The PREJ\IIIER: Yes, a large number told 
me It was made possible by the Govern­
me~t, through the assistance giYen by special 
constables in maintaining law and order, that 
the work of the State could be resumed. The 
trade of the port was wholly arrested, and 
there was an effort made to arrest the trade 
of the ports as far north as Cairns. 
Happily, there are le~ders. in the LaboJ!r 
movement to-day, not m th1s State, but m 
other States who regard a general strike 
as a barbar~us method of settling trade dis­
putes, and the organisation of which rhe 
Federal Attorney-General IS pre,Jdent. set Its 
face sturdily against an:J: such proceedmg. .In 
our Industrial Peace Bill we seek to devise 
means for the adjustment of labour t~oubles 
and labour difficulties, and to settle disputes 
on their merits, and not merely on the 
ground of emorgenc!es, conveniences, or 
exigencies. A fair ground of settlement '!mst 
be provided and I think it will be admitted 
when the I~dustrial Peace Bill comes before 
the Chamber that we have at 1< ast endea­
voured to secure such a common ground of 
adjustment. (Hear, hear !) I shall now in 
the briefest possible manner refer to . other 
matters, and the justification for referrmg to 
them is not that they were raised by the 
leader of the Opposition, but because they 
find a place in the Governor's Speech. These 
m.atters were referred to at thP conference 
of Premiers held recently at JI.!Ielbourne. 
Thev are matters of interstate concern. 
One" is tho matter affecting the Government 
Savin¥s Bank, and the othe.r i~ th.at of 
investmg larger powers of legislation m ~he 
Commonwealth. The Savmgs Bank questwn 
was dealt with at the conference of Premiers, 
and Mr. Fisli:er, by invitation, attended to 
give his views on the question. I shall quote 
from his remarks his idea of a basis of 
settlement which would avoid overlapping­
a settlement wliich would prevent the Com­
monwealth Savings Bank overlappmg the 
State Savings Bank. I shall now quote from 
:Mr. Fisher-

" That last clause means that it will 
give to the State three-fourths of the 
amount available when State Savings 
Bank is taken oyer, and also three­
fourths of the new deposits afterwards 
that are available for investment .. " 

This proposal was that the State should 
transfer to the Commonwealth 25 per cent. 
of the moneys available, and also 25 pe~· cen~. 
of the new business. That was Mr. Fisher s 
proposition. At the present time I think the 
whole of the States have upwards of 
.£60 000 000 in their Government Savings 
Ban'ks. ' It was .£60,000,000 in J a•mary, an?­
I dare say bv this time the amount IS 
£63,000 000 of £64,000,000. Mr. Fisher then 
propo.se'd that with respec.t to all new 
deposits the State should receive 75 per cent., 
the Commonwealth to have for its use 25 per 
cent. The conference gave due consid<;>ra~ion 
to his request. It was apparently his Idea 
that if the Commonwealth got 25 per cent. 
of that money they would be satisfied, and 
Mr. McGowen, Premier of New South W.ales, 
took up that idea, and eventually snbm1tt.od 
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a proposal which gave the Commonwealth 
command of that money, but instead of the 
States being debtors to the Commonwealth 
the Commonwealth was debtor to the State: 
'l'he conference was unable to agree to the 
proposal. Mr. McGowen withdrew his 
original motion, .and moved the following in 
lieu thereof :-

"That the conference is unable to 
agree to the proposal laid before it by 
the Right Hon. the Prime Minister but 
makes the following offer in lieu there­
of:-

" 1. That, in consideration of the Com· 
:'lonw<•alt_h Bank refraini:>g from entering 
mto Savmgs Bank busmess the State~ 
agree to provide on loan to the Com­
monwealth Bank, on terms to be 
arranged, a monthly amount equal to 25 
per cent. of the increase in exec's of 
deposits over payments in the Shtes' 
Savings Banks. 

"2. That such arrangement commence 
on the 1st day of January 1913 and 
continue for a period of five' years' from 
that date." 

Mr. Fisher was unable to accept that pro­
posal, so the thing remained in statu quo. 
Each State had then to do what it deemed 
w_is.:;st and. best, and, having in mind the 
distmct attitude taken up by this Assembly 
last year, it was considered wise that wfl 
should reserve for ourselves the control of 
our Savings Banlc 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

The PREMIER: Until recently we had 
Savings Bank agencies conducted at some 
120 or 13() post offices in Queensland. There 
are upwards of 400 railway stations at which 
:ve conduct post office work, and at which it 
IS qmte competent for us to transact, as hao 
been done in many cases, Savings Bank 
busmess as well. At present, or until 
recently, one-half of our business was con 
trolled at our own offices, and about one-half 
at post office agencies. Before we had anv 
ide": of the Commonwealth entering int; 
Savmgs Bank business, I had intimated to 
the Prime Minister our intention tQ take 
over the control of branches in populous 
places, such as To_owoomba, \Varwick, Mary­
boro_ugh, Townsville, Charters Towera, <'to. 
Durmg the last ten years we have paid the 
Commonwealth Govern.ment for conducting 
our Savmgs Bank busmess at their branc·u 
post offices a sum of £61,000, so that it would 
have been quite sound business to have 
carried on the obligations ourselves and paid 
and received money at our own offices I 
think it will be allowed that the facilities 
which the State offers are equal to any th·l 
Commonwealth can offer, and that in some 
respects t)ley are superior. We naturally 
hope, as It was fervently expressed in this 
Chambe_r last ;year, that the people of the 
State will contmue to do their business with 
~he State Savings Bank, and have their 
mvestments under their own eyes and used 
for the benefit of their own State. That 
explains the attitude of the Government in 
regard to this matter. There was a genuine 
offer made on the part of all the States tc 
work with the Commonwealth, and the pt, . 
posal which was made by Mr. McGowen was 
accepted by the conference of Premiers. I 
am not quite clear whether Western Aus­
tralia came in or not, but, apart from that 
State, the proposal was accepted by the 
States. 

Mr. HUNTER: South Australia was not 
represented. 

The PREMIER: Mr. Bath, of Western 
Australia, was in some regards their repre­
sentative. The other matter to which I wish 
to refer in the briefest possible manner is 
that of investing the Commonwealth with 
larger powers-industrial and otherwise. 

Mr. RYAN: What is "otherwise"? 

The PREMIER : That refers to mono. 
polies, combines, and such like. Mr. Hol­
man, the Attorney-General of New South 
Wales, introduced this subject in a very able 
speech indeed. The point at variance be. 
tween New South Wales and ourselves was 
~ainly the extent to which the proposed 
mcreased powers should be conferred on the 
Commonwealth. Mr. Holman did not 
attempt to confer special powers on the 
Commonwealth with respect to trade and 
commerce, but merely with respect to indus­
tries and monopolies. I think it will be 
found convenient, as the Attorney-General is 
specifically concerned in this matter, to intro­
duce this measure in the other Chamber, so 
that it can be discussed there before it comes 
before us. The draft Bill has practically 
been agreed upon, and is contained in the 
report of the Interstate Conference. 

Mr. HAMILTON : Only the State Govern­
ments are introducing that measure? 

The PREMIER: Yes. 
Mr. MURPHY: Did not Mr. Holman draft 

the Bill? 
The PREMIER : Mr. Holman was present, 

but I think the terms of the measure wem 
settled by the Attorneys-General of Victoria, 
New South Wales, Tasmania, and Queens­
land. The Attorney-General of Western 
Australia was not present. The ·means of 
securing the alteration of the Constitution is, 
as we know, by referendum. There was a 
referendum taken last year, and certain 
~nswers were given. We all felt then that 
It was desirable that wider powers should 
be conferred upon the Commonwealth Go­
vernment. The Commonwealth Constitution 
Act provides the means for conferring such 
powers without resorting to a referendum. 

Mr. H;I-MILTON: You said last year you 
had suffiCient powers to deal with any altera­
tion. 

The SPEAKER : At this stage I propose 
to lay down the procedure with regard to 
extensions of time. The Standing Order 
says that an extension of time may be 
granted, but where an hon. member has not 
concluded his speech, that would mean that 
another hon. member would have to move 
that an extension be granted, and thereby 
lose his right to speak. It would be obvi­
ously unjust to enforce that rule. It is 
also patent to han. members that .an 
hon. member who has spoken could not move 
such a motion. Therefore, where I see a 
distinct inclination to continue his speech on 
the part of the leader .on my right or on 
~ny left, or any member in charge of an 
Important measure, or making an important 
~tatement, and I see that he has exceeded 
his time, and the further information he. 
wishes to give should be included in his 
speech, I shall rise and put the question, 
without calling upon anv hon. member to 
move the question : That the hon. member be­
allowed further time to continue his speech. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Hon. W. D . .Armstrong.] 
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Mr. MURPHY : I think the Standing 
Orders lay down very clearly certain times 
for speaking. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! I will listen to 
tho hon. member at some other time. I 
cannot allow debate on this occasion. 

Mr. C\1URPHY: I think you ought to 
li ,ten to mo. Tho que>tion has been put to 
tho House, and I have a perfect right to 
exprP'''S an op1n1on. 

The SPE_'I.KER: The hon. member may 
attack m;· attion at ;.orne future time if he 
choosc3. 'i: h"ve laid down the course of pro· 
cedure v.·hi~h eiJpears to be gc od. If that 
i> wrong·, then he must attack the Speaker 
in the proper \vay. 

Mr. MURPHY: I do not think you have 
any right to lay down any course of action 
in C')ntradic+ion to the Standing Orders. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! I must ask the 
hon. member to re,c>me his seat. 

Mr. MURPHY : Like Mr. Willis. 
(Laughter.) 

The SPK\KER: The question is-That 
the Hon. the Chief Secretary have extended 
time to rontihue his speech. 

Quetition put and passed. 

The PREMIER : Thank you. Allowing 
for the interruption, which has taken five 
minutes, I think I shall not exceed my hour. 
I \\as rmnarking that there was a means 
provided for ~ecuring larger powers to the 
Comn1on,,-calth, ,,~ithout resorting to a refer­
endum. Sgction 51, subsection 37, states that 
the Parlitw.ents have powers to make laws 
with respect to matters referred to the Par­
liam<>nt of any State·, or States, hut so that 
the law shall extend only to States by whose 
·Parliament the matter is referred, or which 
afterwards adopt the law. The Conference 
decided that c.ach Hou:oe should be asked to 
pass an Act vesting further power in the 
Com111onwealth. 

c+1r. HARDACRE: Offering. 

The PRENIIER: "Refe:rring," that is the 
exprPosion used. Of course, if they do not 
choose to accept it, that is another matter. 
The Conferenc·e decicbd to take that course, 
anC: by a majority settled the terms of the 
Bill whi :h sho:;ld be submitted to the re· 
spectivo Parliaments. It is too much to 
exp·ct th,;t a hug-e machine like the Com­
nlc.--rnv-r-.:lhh C:;nstitu.tion Act should be per­
fee' from the V··ry jump. I think it is 
Rnd;7ard Kipling who talks about a shi:, 
fmding ihelf; and some difficulties have re­
vealed th omselvP' in connection with the 
Constitution. When you remember that it 
is a C'onstitution that has to control a vast 
continent liko Australia, with varying con­
ditions, varying products, and varying cir­
cunbtance,, it is rather remarkable that it 
should be so successful as it has been. Cer­
tain difficulties, however, have revealed then~­
se1v-es, and 've think, without at all tres­
passing on tho sovereign rights of the vari· 
-ous State,,,, and 'vithout undermining the 
Federal spirit, that the remedy may be pro­
vided. The lines upon which it is proposed 
to provide the remedy are as follows-I 
am not quoting the whole ACt, but just as 
briefly as pocsible paraphrasing the contents 
of the Act: To prevent and settle disputes· 
extending beyond the limits of any one State. 
To provide that an award or order of the 

[Mr. Murphy. 

Commonwealth Court shall be ll. common ruie 
of industry in the States concerned, and shall 
prevail, even though such industr:o: may .be 
subject to the order of a Stat.e mdustnal 
authority. So that, on cas~~ bemg rderr,ed 
to the Commonwealth ConCJhatwn and Arol· 
tration Cnurt, an award or order may be 
made a common rule, which shall preva:I, 
even if it conflicts with the State order or 
rule. r_rhen as to the '" other\'vise," in regar? 
to which the deputy leader. of the Opposl· 
tion inquired just now, that J·· to g1ve power 
to the Commonwealth to t ;ntrol or to ac· 
quire c0mbin;~.tions or InonopoliPJ, ·when ~uc_h 
businecs or industry extend•> beyond th~ ln;mt 
of any one State, when such combmatwn 
has be0u declared b:r the High CccJ_rt to b~ 
in restraint of trade, or to th~ dctnment ot 
the public. I know there are some ''·ho take 
exception to the High C:·urt have:g·. a sr:y 
in this matt1:r. I think, however, 1t Will 
he allowed that, howevBr people feel,, thBre 
may he an effort on the part .of Parham~nt 
to control certain monop:1hel extcndmg 
beyond one State, which would not .he ac· 
quired when considered in the cold hght of 
a judicial court. Then the leader of the 
Opposition, in his speech, referred to boot· 
1nakcrs having a certain 'v~~ge here and a 
certain wage in Ne\v Soutl_ \V~les. No~r, 
where compeijtion is seen to exist between 
the States which may be brought about 
by wages paid, the State indu ·tl·ial tribunal 
shall refer the complaint to the Common­
wealth Conciliation and Arbitration Court, 
and the Conciliation and Arbitration Court 
of the Commonwealth shall have power to 
adjust the matters complained of, an.d pr.e· 
vent unfair competition. Now, I thmk m 
the matters that W·c shall ask the House to 
consider by and by to rc fer to tho Co-nmon· 
wealth Parliament, so that 1,owers may be 
enlarged and the Constitution work more 
smoothly, it will be pracbcuble to meet every 
case that has come up for tho last ten yeaf·s. 
The Liquor Bill will be presenter\ agam. 
'!'here were not a few who hst year argued 
that because the House wo,s practically in 
its last seCision it \vas hardly fair that a 
question of mch a momentous nature should 
be dealt with by the Parliament. That argu· 
ment no longer exists ; we ha ;e been to the 
country and are back again, and surely thrs 
House is comnetent to deal with i•, and I 
hope that the> Liquor Bill v·ill .find a place 
on the statute-books this se' non. Other 
~atters to be introduced, Z:!ld \Yhich I ~eel 
sure will receive kinr1 l~~ con.~iderat1on, 
are thosP affecting public sf~~·vic-- sup~rannua~ 
tion, n1easures dealing "'.vith :-ho n11~1ng· la~v, 
and statistical returns, which, I thmk, w1ll 
reneive the concurrence: of the House .. Mr:ny 
other important mattns will be dPalt w1th. 
All the Bills have not been enumerated m 
the Speech; there are quite a l'?t of oth.::rR, 
which will be proceeded with if tune permrts. 
There is amnle business for tho House, and 
if a spirit of "sweet rcasonableDC'S" ob· 
tains, I think we shall g·ct thwugh these 
measures this year. 

Mr. RYAN: Docs it always prevail? 

The PREMIER: I think so; it prevailed 
last year, and I think :ve shr:ll find that 
the business of the sessJ,.on w1ll go along 
smoothly. (Hear, hear!) \Ve meet under 
very happy auspices. The Jeader of ~he 
Opposition happily remarke~ m the. openmg 
of his address that the rams whwh have 
fallen have alwred the face of affair~. Of 
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course, there will be a shrinkage in flocks, 
but the rains have not only averted a 
calamity, but have saved the State in its 
national interests. The agricultural out­
look has never been brighter, bigger areas 
have been placed under crop, and rains have 
been of such a genial character that the 
wheat and other crops are looking well. 
Last year it surprised everybody the extGnt 
to which dairying was maintained, yet this 
yenr I think '.ve shall put up a big record, be­
cause never to my recollection have prospects 
looked as ;;ood as they do at the present 
time. Employment on the whole is very 
satisfactory. As to ciur troubles which have 
arisen during the recBss, we shall be able to 
evolve legislation that will smooth the course 
of industrial matters, and owing to the 
beneficence of Providence we may look for 
a good season, so that I trust that this first 
session of the nineteenth Parliament of 
Queensland wiil be one in which a great 
advancement will be made in every possible 
way. (Government cheers.) 

Mr. RYAN (BarCJo): Like the two 
previous speakers, I wish to offer my con­
gratulations to the hon. members who moved 
and seconded the adoption of the Address in 
Reply. I can honestly say that they acquitted 
themselves very creditably. I happen to 
be one of those whom the hon. gentleman 
who has juot resumed his seat said it would 
be absurd to invite to meet in Parliament to 
advise his Excell<mcy in regard to matters 
of legislation. I am pleased, however, to 
be here, not at the hon. gentleman's will, 
but at the will of the electors whom I repre­
sent. I regret that the hon. gentleman has 
seen fit to repeat to-night, if I do not mis­
take, the same statement that hP made in 
that letter-that members on this side of 
the House were unfit to meet here to join in 
advising His Excellency-! see he does 
adhere to that. I think that that is only 
one of the unprer€dented things that have 
taken place at the hands of this Government. 
\Ve were discussing the other night the un­
precedented action of the Government in 
suppressing the financial position before 
the last election. 

The PREMIER: It was not suppressed. 

Mr. RYAN: The hon. gentleman says it 
was not suppressed, but I will rely on the 
earnest and dispassionate consideration of 
the matter by the electors of Queensland, 
and I am quite certain that if they had the 
opportunity of perusing Hansard, and seeing 
what took place here last week, they would 
<lome to the conclusion that what I said 
was not too severe, when I stated that there 
was a deliberate suppression of the financial 
position at the last election. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. RYAN: The Chief Secretary has gone 
through a list of quotations .from different 
"'ources-from the Sydney Bulletin and other 
papers. 

The PREMIER: All friends of yourselves. 

Mr. RYAN: I was going to remark that, 
.at the same time that the Sydney Bulletin 
was writing in thB manner that the hon. 
g-entleman referred to, it was also stating 
that the electors of Queensland ought to re­
move the Denham Government, or thBy 

would make themselves the laughing-sto?k of 
Australia. If one portion is to be believed 
as true, why not the other. 

Mr. FOLEY: He did not quote that. (Op­
position laughter.) 

Mr. RYAN: No, it did not suit him to 
quote that part. But I do not intend to g_o 
into every detail of this stnk--. There ;s 
a broad line of demarcation between the 
party represented by the hon. gentleman who 
has just rt'SU~1ed hi :_'-~at and· the party 
led by the hon. member for Fortitude Valley. 
The party whom the hon. gentleman rBpre­
sents is a party which is opposBd _to . the 
organisation of labour-to trades umomsm. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. E. B. C. CoRSER : That is not so. 
Mr. RYAN: I will ptoce-ed to prove it. 

I intend to prove it out of his own lips, and 
by the actions of his own Governm_ent.. That 
party is opposed to the orgamsatwn of 
labour; they are suppor~ing ~ combinat~on 
of capital. The broad !me o" demarcatiOn 
between us is that we are for the greatest 
good for the greatest number, and '"'' believe 
that one way of attaining that, and fighting 
the combination of capitalism-the c:-mbina­
tions which are being seen in America, and 
are bBing seen in Australia-we beiieve that 
one effective method of fighting them is by 
trades unionism. 

Mr. MAOROSSAN: Using it as a political 
instrument entirely. 

Mr. RYAN: Using it fer the purpose of 
fighting capital, and I think that unionism 
that has not something of a political nature 
in it is not worth much. Thac party of 
organised labour supports the Labour party, 
and therefore they fight the Government. 

Mr. MACROSSAN: But l)ot lately. 
Mr. RYAN: Now T say that the Govern­

ment were the cause of the general strike. 
(Government laughter.) I said that during 
the election, and I say it now. From the 

speech of the Premier to-night, 
[7.30 p.m.] and from this Address which we 

received from His Excellency, I 
also say that the trades unionist§ of Queem­
Iand and of Australia will have to wake up, 
because that party over there is becoming 
more and more determined to fight them. 
The Premier rose in his place to-night and 
flippantly referred to the fact that he was 
leaving out the Trades Disputes Bill. He 
said if one might judge l>y the proce8dings 
of trades unionism in England there would 
be no Trades Disputes Bill here. The hon. 
gentleman said, " The Rockhampton pro­
gramme is not a matter for my considBra­
tion." No, of course not. He has been 
placed there by his majority through the 
misrepresentation that took place during 
the recent election. 

OPPOSITION MEJ\fBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. RYAN: He feels himself in such a 

position now that he can flout the Rock­
hampton programme altogether. He was 
never friendly with the late PrBmier, Mr. 
Kidston, for various things that happened 
betwBcn them, ,and -although a coalition was 
formed, and although the Rockhampton pro­
gramme was the -basis of that coalition, the 
hon. g-entleman now tells this House that thB 
Rockhampton programme is not a matte.r 
for his consideration. And J1e is quite justi­
fiBd in saying that. The !JCople of Queens­
land put him thBre without any programme 

.Mr. Ryan.] 
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-they put him there with a bl.ank cheque, 
and he is quite justified in turning round 
and telling the people of Queensland that 
the Rockhampton programme has nothing to 
do with him, and that the Trade Disputes 
Bill has got nothing to do with him. Let 
me say what I have to about the geneDal 
strike, for which this Govermnent is 
responsible. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear t 
GoVERNii1E><T MEMBERS: No, no! 

Mr. RYAN: The trouble centred round 
the Brisbane Tramways Cowpany, Limited, 
and Mr. Badger. It is well known that Mr. 
Badger was always opposed to trades 
unioni"m. He comes from the home of trusts 
-hX>m America~and by his association and 
tr,aining there he decided when he came to 
Brisbane that unionism should have no place 
with his company. And the Queensland Go­
vernment assisted him in his attempt to defy 
the Commonwealth law. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. RYAN: The Queensland Government 
assisted him to defy the Commonwealth law 
and did it with public money. 

OPPOSITION MEliiBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. RYAN: And subsequently they al­
lowed him to defy the St.ate l-aw. Hear, 
hear!) 

Mr. KIRWAN : And backed him up, too. 

Mr. RYAN : We need only hark back to 
December, 1910, when the then Premier, Mr. 
Kid,ton, supported by all the hon. gentle­
men now on the .front Treasury bench, and 
most of those sitting behind them, actually 
allowe<.! public money to be spent to prevent 
the registration of the Brisbane Tramw•ays 
Employees' Association. Under the Common­
wealth law trades unionism is ·encouraged. 
You cannot take advantage of thoSB iaws 
unless you have unions, and before unions 
can take advantage of the law they must be 
registered. But Mr. Badger W•anted to pre­
vent the registr·ation of t)lat union, through 
so1ne of those who wer,~ non-unionists. He, 
the Premier, a.nd the Attornev-General had 
a conf~tb together, and the Premier said, 
" Certainly, we will spend the public money 
en them. We must put down trades union­
ism." They all•ege that they are not 
against trade unionism. That is all mann­
shine. They are a"ainst it, and I will show 
that they are. Let me quote from the 
hon. member for Ipswich, Mr. BJ.air. I will 
read what he said on the O<'A'e.sion when a 
motion was moved for the- adjournment of 
the House, by Mr. Ryott M.aughan, who was 
then member for Ipswich with him. 

The PRE~HER : What date are you reading 
from? 

Mr. RYAN: Deoember, 1910. 
The PREMIER: It is pretty ancient history 

now. (Opposition laughter.) 

Mr. RYAN: If the hon. gentleman will 
remember me speaking from that corner of 
the Opposition cross bench on that occasion 
he will remember that I said that that 
motion for the adjournment of the House 
was the most important that had come be­
fore the House since I had been a member. 
I said it would play a great part in the next 
gener·al election in Queensland. Has it not 
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done so? Has it not been proved? This is. 
what the hon. member ·for Ipswich said in 
1910--

" I do not regard this matter from the 
point necessarily of unionism or non­
unionism at all-that is a matter which 
can be dealt with by unionists and non­
unionists themsehes, but what I take 
strong exception to is that there should 
be exceptional treatmt'nt of any unit of 
the public, or any aggregate unit of 
the public. If assistance is to be given 
by the State to any individual, or body 
of individuals, to fight their case before 
any court, where is it going to end? If 
the State were going to provide legal 
assistance, both in civil and criminal 
matters, indiscriminately, I would have 
no loc".s standi; but, if exceptional treat­
ment is going to be meted out with the 
funds of the taxpayer-to be handed out 
to help--

" Mr. D. HUNTER: This is an excep­
tional case. 

"Mr. BLAIR: There is no exceptional 
case whatever. It is tantamount to n.>th­
ing more than class assistance, and the 
Premier is giving the whole case >tway 
when he states that he would usc the 
funds of the State to resist any ~titack 
by the Commonwealth Governrr.ent on 
our own system of wages boards:' 

Now, there you have the first declaration by 
the Government that they are behind the 
Brisbane Tramways Company. 

Mr. BOWMAN: Their ex-Attorney-General. 

Mr. RYAN: That is a fact known to all 
trade unionists throughout Brisbane and 
throughout Queensland. When this trouble 
became accentuated later on, JYir. Badger 
was dismissing his men because they be­
longed to a union. I have no hesitation in 
saying that he was doing that, and, in the 
opinion of Mr. Justice Higgins, he was 
doing it. When Mr. Badger was dismissing 
his men it became apparent to them from th_e 
continued delay of the hearing of the arbi­
tration case, and from the manner in which 
this Government had assisted Badger, that 
there would be no members in the union by 
the time the hearing of the <'1CSe came on. 
(Hear, hear!) 

The PREMIER: Is the Government superior 
to the Arbitration Court? 

Mr. RYAN: No, fortunately for Queens­
land, the Government is not superior to the 
Commonwealth Arbitration Court; but the 
Government spent public money to delay the 
proceedings of that court to prevent ~he 
registration of the union, and ever,· body wrth 
common sense knows that the court was 
delayed in that matter. 

The PREMIER : \Vas this recent trouble 
delayed by them? 

Mr. RYAN: If the hon. gentleman will 
follow me, he will see that that was the start 
of the delay. Then Badger started to get 
rid of his men because they belonged to a 
union. I have been looking through all the 
papers, and I am convinced from the letters 
I have read that Badger was dismissing the 
men because they belonged to a union. 

Mr. MACROSSAN: Would they not have a 
good action for wrongful dismissal ? 

Mr. RYAN: The hon. gentleman know& 
that it would be very difficult to prove that. 
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The only place where it can be proved is in 
the Arbitration Court, where there is a dif. 
ferent system of taking evidence from the 
ordinary courts of law. Mr. Justice Higgins, 
when he heard the evidence, was amply 
satisfied that, first of all, Badger tried to 
prevent the formation of th,,, union, and 
then, \Yhen he could not do that, he resorted 
to other me::tns, and formed a ho··tile union 
-the Independent \Vorkers' Union. (Oppo­
sition laughter.) It was "omething in the 
nature of .Mr. Packer's union, which is the 
sort of union which the Government is in 
favour of. 

OPPOSITION :MEiiiBEDS: Hear, hoar ! 

Mr. RYAN: It was becausR the men were 
convinced-and they had their wives and 
families to think of, too-because they were 
convinced of the injustice that "'as meted out 
to them, they said, " Our manhood will not 
stand it." (Hear, hear!) And I admire 
them for it. 

OPPOSITION :MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

The PnE:ll:IER : The case was before the 
court. Why did not they wait the result? 

l\1r. RYAN: That same argument was 
pointed out to It1r. tT ustice Higgins. Why 
did not they wait for the case to come before 
the court? At that very time the majority 
of the Tqmway Union throughout the States 
were wearing the badge at the time the 
Brisbane men put it on. 

Mr. WHITE: Not the majority. 

Mr. RYAN: Yes; I say that the majority 
of th-=- union i~1 Au.;;tralia 1\-ere wearing tho 
barlge at the time the Brisbane men put it 
on. The Brisbane men thought that they 
would do likewise, as they con, ider that 
they had a right to ''tear it. I think m 0 eel£ 
that the EFn had juPt :cs much right to wear 
tho badge un,il the que tion wa q ,. Jttled as 
Badger h.~.d to ay thL+, th.ey should not w.oar 
the badge. r,lr. Justice Higg·ins thought so, 
too. 

Mr. LAND: And w do I. (Government 
laughter.) 

Mr. RY~~N: Mr. Justice Higgins, it must 
be admitted by everybody, is a man of broad 
intelligence. 

A GOVEl'NiiiENT MEMBLR: And partiality. 

Mr. RY~IcN: I am sorry to hoar that word 
used from the other side of the House. I 
do. not think that any man occupving a 
j~dicial p_osition is biassed in any" way­
Wilfully biassed-and :y.t that suggestion is 
thrown out by an han. member opposite. lYlr. 
Justice Higgins was never a member of the 
L:tbour party. 

l\1r. ].loRGAN: Ho -.,Y:tS very ncar it, thouzh. 

Mr. RYAN: I am sorrv at the hon. 
memb•.•r still persisting iii: his remarks 
agaimt a judge of the High Comt, and 
saying that he is biss•ed and shows 
partiality. He was not put there by a 
Labour Government, and when he takes his 
seat on the bench he takes an oath to do 
Bqual justic,J betwPBn rich and poor. He did 
that, and it is a dic:Tedit to any member of 
this Houoc to Pay that he did not do so. 
\Vhether hi• law is ri~ht or wrong is another 
matter-his powers are so limited owing to 
the Commonwealth Constitution-but he 
substantially arrives at a just decision. He 
could not have arrived at that decision after 
the compulsory conference if there had not 
been a strike in Brisbane. I mySB!f prepare,'! 
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the document that was wired down to him 
with regard to the case in Brisbane, and it 
was put fairly strong in order to get the 
court to intervene and have a compulsory 
conference. The hon. gentleman said that 
I made mvself fairly active. If I made 
myself fair'!y active, I had only one view 
in being so, and that w c .. s to bring to an 
end the unsatisfactory position thnt existed 
in Brisbane. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. RYAN: Time and ag·ain I remarked 

to hon. gentlemen who now sit on the front 
Treasun· bench, " \Vhy don't you end this 
thing?"" and the everlasting answer was, "It 
is not our duty to intBrfere. It is our duty 
to do nothing.;' 

The P:c.EMIER: Who said that? 
l\lr. RYAN: It was said by the hon. 

gentleman himself. 
:Mr. J\;lACROSSAN: How would you •.lave 

ended it? 
Mr. RYAN: The Premier said that all 

that they had to do was to maintain law and 
ord~-·r. 

Tho PREMIER: And we did it. 
GovERN~1ENT .ME~IBERS: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. RYAN: Y os, we will say y.m did it. 

It is nothing to be so yery proud about th<tt 
it was done in the manner it was. There is 
on•3 thing that has come out of this that will 
go down in the history of Australia, and that 
is that the Commonwealth Labour Govern­
ment refus"d the a ssistaneo of the military 
when they were asked. 

OPPOSITION JYIEMBERS : Hear, henr ! 

Mr. RYAK: That is a matter I intend to 
deal with at a later stage o£ my remarks. 

Th-e Ho:-tE SECRETARY: Thcv \,~erg traitol''3 
to tho Constitution. • 

Mr. RYAN: The hou. l>mtloman may say 
that, but the leader of the Opposition in the 
Federal Hous8 savs that there was i•O breach 
of the Constitution. I do not wish to be 
dmwn off by these interjections. I was 
proceeding to say that tho Government were 
, •. sisting the Tramway Company to defy the 
Commonwealth law, but they did not 
manage to do it. 

The PREI1IIER : ArB you speaking of some· 
thing recent? 

Mr. RYAN: I am spc.cking of December, 
1910. I am coming to 1912 to shov-.: the con~ 
sistency of the Government in their attitnd0. 
Badger refused to allow these men to go 
to work with their bac!ge on, and he wrong­
fully dismisE.-:d thEn1, as Jl1r. J ustic,: Hig_~ins 
found, 1vhen he said, " This is not a str1ke; 
this is a lockout." \Vhen ho refused to do 
that he had at once to shortc'1 th" number of 
cars he "'.Y:?.-;; running on his lines. He 1vas at 
once unable to comply with sc·ction 49 of the 
'rranl\\'a.vs Act1 \vhich provides-

" Tht··t tho Clmr.-n.ny shall, at r~wir own 
;:xpen.:·2, pr< vid;: .ancl run c1rs ~in. suf­
ncrent :P.unbers lor tho ac;.·on1n1oc ~.tion o£ 
the rn oli0 from the hours oi 7 in the 
rnorning until 10 o'clock in th0 e--vening 
of every d~:y PXCept Sunday." 

!•Lr. IU•.c-,:o_,:-;.·.~: Wa.s it not open to a:1y 
individual to t;:1h:r: procs-:-dings und~r that 
section? 

l\.fr. RY..:\N: It is not for privaL~ citizens 
to take action wh-n the Governm. l!t should 
take .action. I£ the Govern1nent had stepped 
in as they "·Gre requested to do b:: a depu­
tation of thi·, party-if they had f'.9ppod in 

Jfr. Ryan.] 
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and prosecuted the Tramway Company for 
not running their cars in sufficient numbers, 
Mr. Ba,dger would have had to take on 
those men, and chere would have been no 
general strike at all. 

Mr. MACROSFAI-;: Why did not your party 
take action? 

Mr. RYAN : Vn1en the han. member has 
l1 little more experience of constitutional 
government he will know that if our party 
took action it would only lead to greater 
difficulty under such circun1stance~. It \vould 
only have mado tho Government more deter­
mined to fight. If the Government had prose­
cuted the Tramway Company, even suppos­
ing it had only resulted in a fim"' the mere 
fact of the Government moving would h:we 
been sufficient to make Badger give way, and 
bear in mind at this ncriod th~re was no 
generul strike at all. Tl1at WC~S the time for 
the Q·wonsland Government to step in and 
say, "You shall run the trams. It is unfair to 
compel those men to leave their badges off. 
You are fighting union.ism. Get on running 
your trams, and take the men back." Was 
not that a way of cettling it? Of coursE, 
that would not suit the policy of the Govern­
ment. Does the Government think the trades 
unions of Que.•nsland did not thoroughly 
understand that from these two actions of 
tho Governmed combined they wore fighting 
trades unionism-that they were their natural 
enemi' . ? Of com.'.C, they did. And still the 
Government say they are in favour of trades 
unions, and the Prmnier co1nes down to­
night and flippantly tells the House that the 
Trade~ Dioputes Bill is wilfully left out of 
the programme. He is quite at liberty to 
say that, because he did not go to the 
country with a programme at all. He asked 
the people to take him on trust. 

Mr. HUNTER: _\nd they are sorry for it. 

Mr. RYAN: Where the people of Queens­
land knew about the strike, about Brisbane, 
South Brisbane, and other places, what was 
their verdict? The men who took an active 
part in the strike arc here to consult and 
advise the han. gentleman to-night. 

The PRE:liiER: ·where the Prime Minist'i' 
of the Commonwealth went, how did he 
fare? 
~h. RYAN: The Prime Minister of the 

Comi<Onwe .. clth-·I will deal with him in dLw 
time. 

The Pn~IIER : \Y as he not able to make 
the facts knovv'D ? 

Mr. RYAN: Of course. he made the facts 
know:1 to those he was able to addreso, but 
the Government had all the Pre .. s behind 
it, and Mr. Fi•,her could not make known 
a littic piece of in{ormation that every mem­
ber of tho Treasury bench had. He '" ao not 
able to make known this little bit of infor­
mation that came from England from th,:, 
financial advisers that money e'Juld not L._. 
got under 4 per cent. He wasn't able to tcil 
them that. 

Tho PRE:ll!ER: He told thf·m a lot more. 
Mr. RYAN: He said the Premier would 

be in difficulties before he was and what he 
said \Yas corre.ct. ' 

The PRElliiER: No; he was wrong. 

Mr: RYAN.: Th_e Government suppressed 
that mformatwn w1th mg·ard to the finances. 

Tho PRE:lliER: Not true. 
Mr. RYAN: And tho people of Queens­

land only got the account of the strike that 
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was sent to them by a prejudiced Press and 
by misrepresenting speeches of those who 
were supporting the Government. 

A GOVERN:l!EN1' MElliBER: \Vhat were you 
doing? 

Mr. RYAN: I was doing my duty. I was. 
travelling about as much as I could, but 
while I was addressing audiences of 500 or 
600 the hon. member was up on his pulpit 
in the• morning addrc:,sing thousands. The 
Bl'isbune Co1t1'1:er and other papers were 
doing the >York for him. There is no use 
trying to hide the fact, as everybody realises 
that Lhe Press is a great factor in fighting 
an election. 

The PRE:MIEll : ·what was the Record 
doing? 

Mr. RYAN: The Record was doing its 
duty, and Central Queensland did its duty, 
and the hon. gentleman comes back fTom 
Central Queensland a little weaker than he 
was before, as a result. Does not that prove 
what the Daily Record was doing? If the 
Government had done its duty on that occa­
sion with regard to running the trams there 
would have been no general strike at all. 
But they did not realise the pooition. I 
know that Government supporters were com­
ing up in the morning to the smoking-room 
quite jauntily, and I reminded one that 
there was a danger of a genEral strike. 
"Oh, nonsense/' he said, "there will be no 
general strike at aU, It is absurd nonsensn 
to think of it." The Government did not 
realise the seriousness of the position that 
they had brought about by their attitude 
tovvards unionism. 

The PRE:lliER: ·what the strike committee 
brought about. 

Mr. RYAN: When the strike took place, 
what did they do? They wired to Mr. 
Fisher to help; "send the military." 

The PREMIER : \Y e did not. We asked him 
to exercise the power under section 119. 

Mr. RYAN: If the hon. gentleman did 
not ask for the military, what on earth did 
he ask for? 

The l'HEMIER: He asked for the applica­
tion of section 119. 

Mr. RYAN: Well, he got iiection 119, 
(Opposition laughter.) 

'J;he PRE:l!IER: Unfortunately he did not, 
but he did without it. 

Mr. RY .. \N: I am coming to section 119 
in one moment. I just want to read here 
a quotation which wao cited by Mr. Finlay­
son in speaking in the Federal House in 
the very able SP"''ch he made there on the 
general strike, and one that I hope will be 
given more publicity than will be given in 
Hansard. 

The PREMIER : You know they are going 
to placard it. 

Mr. RYAN: Mr. Finlayson quotes from 
Mr. Haldane as follows:-

"Now, the soldier is a person who is 
different from the ordinary citizen in 
this, that he is armed with a deadly 
weapon. Moreover, he comes out in a 
military formation. The result is that 
if he appears unnecessarily he creates 
an impression· in the minds of all those 
who are about of a hostile character. 
His very menacing appearance may lead 
to the very thing which it is his purpose 
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to prevent-disturpance. For that 
r!)ason, in the War Office, we are very 
a yerse to allowing the military to be 
employed. We are compelled to do it ; 
we have no choice; we have to obey tho 
law; but we always tend to insist-and 
while I am there we always shall insist 
very strongly-on this, that we are called 
out legally and not illegally." 

The PREMIER : Just what we did. 

Mr. RYAN: While Mr. Fisher is Prime 
Minister of the Commonwealth, I think he 
will also insist that he is called out legally 
and not illegally, and I hope, whatever 
Government is in charge of the Common­
wealth, they will do their duty and exercise 
their discretion in saying whether they shall 
give tho aid of the military or not. 

The PREMIER: That is a new interpretation 
of the Constitution. 

Mr. RYAN: It is not a new interpretation. 
Does the hon. gentleman suggest that the 
Comrnonw<"alth Government shall not refuse 
the use of the military forces because he 
asks for it? 

Mr. O'SULLIYAN: He lost his head. 
The PRE:;IIER: What did the chairman of 

the strike committee do ? 

Mr. RYAN: What did the leader of the 
Opposition in the Fede1·al Parliament state 
on this very question? The matter of 
whether the military shall be used to sup­
press~ domestic violence in cases of industrial 
upheavals is a very important one, and per· 
haps this refusal of the military is the most 
important question that has cropped up dur­
ing this trouble, be,-,ause it is one that will 
go down as a precedent, and I am very 
pleased to say it is a good one. The leader 
of the Opposition, speaking in the Federal 
House o.n section 119, as reported in Han· 
sard of 27th June, page 85, says-

" Every honourable member by this 
time must be perfectly familiar with 
that section of the Constitution which 
reads-

·• 'The Ccn11nOn\-.; e-'Jth shall :Jrotect 
every State against invasion and On the 
applicatim1 of the Executiye Government 
of a State against dome-tic violen( ._,_, 

" 'l'he word 'shall' therefore covers both 
applications. The Commonwealth ' shall' 
on th« appli0~tion of the Executive Go­
vernment of a State protect it ac;ainst 
domc·tic Yiolcnce. The Prime Minister 
in his rqoly qaid-

" 'Hi, Govcnnnr :1t f1id n,-,~ ~dn1it the 
right of any State to c:dl for their 
assistance und0r circumstances which -'1re 
pro,Jcr to L-: cL~alt vvith by th, Polic.~ 
For< 2 of th States. Tho condition of 
affairs existing in Queensland does not, 
in the opinion of my Ministers, warrant 
the requut of the Executive Gov<'rn· 
ment of Queenshmd, contained in your 
Excellency's message, being complied 
with.'" 

The PRE1IIER: How did he arrive at that 
col]cl usion ? 

Mr. RYAN: "That answer was plain--" 

The PREMIER: What information had he ? 

Mr. RYAN: I wish the hon. gentleman 
would allow me to finish the quotation. 

" That answer was plain. I admit 
that under that section it was within the 
competency of Ministers to return that 
reply. The word ' shall ' in the section 
of the Constitution which I have ql.!'>ted 
is mandatory, it is true, but that word. ao 
applied to a Government would rece1ve 
the ordinary interpretation, which .<e· 
quires a Government to shoulder 
responoibility. It is just possible that 
some State Premier upon losing his head 
might ask for support from the Com­
monwealth when it was not nec•cssary." 

I did not notice that those last words were 
in it, but I could not have quoted more apt 
words to suit the oosition than tho-e words 
of Mr. Deakin's. The position was that the 
State Premier had lost his head, and he 
wired for the military. The position taken 
up by Mr. Deakin is evidently that the Com­
monwealth Government may exerdse its 
discretion. Is the Commonwealth Govern­
ment to be an automaton simply because the 
State Premier wires there is riot and blood­
shed in Queen street, when we know the:lje 
was no such thing? Supposing the milita.ry 
did come. Were they going to protect 
the plat·~ against domestic violencD which 
did not exi;t? That is proof that the 
Premier lost his h,,ad, and I think a 
good many of his supporters kat their 
heads, and I think if Parliament had 
not been dissolved they wouU have lost 
their seats too, because th,,y were 'worn 
in as special constable,. (Laughter.) It 
would be news io me that there could 
be sm onty-two conFi-ables members of this 
ParliamPnt, and if there could not be 
seventy-two there could not be one. In 
my opinion, those members who became 
spc•cial constables ran in in the Fame ilJ. 
considered manner that the Premier wired 
down to Nil:. Fisher, and they became special 
constables. At any rate, before they could 
be nominated for the elections subsequent 
they had to be absolved from their oaths. 

Mr. TROUT: If they were called on were 
they not bound to serve ? 

Mr. RYAN: They were not called on. I 
know if they called on me, I would not 
have served. 

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER: You are not a 
patriot. 

Mr. RYAN: Whatever may be the case, 
I think on occasions of that kind it is the 
duty of members of Parliam,ent to keep 
aloof. 

j\.11:. MoRGAN: Why didn't you keep aloof? 

Mr. RY)cN: I do not know whether 1he 
hen. member was a special constable or not. 

Mr. MACROSSAN: 'Yhat is your opinion of 
the strike ? You have not given us a definite 
pronouncement yet. 

Mr. RYAN: I will give a definite pro­
nouncement in my own time. (Hear, hear!) 
I am pointing out the cause of the strike was 
the Government's attitude towards unioni,ts. 
They so inflamed the men by the fact that 
they used public money to fight them, and 
then they allowed Mr. Badger to openly defy 
the law and not run his trams~they so 
inflamed the men that a total of 20,000 men 
stopped work. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Voluntarily? 

Mr. Ryan.] 
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Mr. RYAN: Voluntarily. There was r.o 
corr~pulsion, and when it came to recording 
fumr votes at the election they showed by 
their votes around Brisbane what they 
thought about the Government. 

Mr. TROUT: What did they do in the 
country? 

M,r. RYAN: The hon. member who is 
iBtcrject.ing wants n1e to mak.e a pron_ounce­
ment w1th rE .;ard to the stnke. I do not 

believe in a general strike, but I 
[8 p.m.] justify everything that was done 

by gentlemen like Mr. Coyne 
when the thing was brought about by the 
Government. (Government laughter.) If a 
revolution takes place and is caused by 
th~ Gov<rnment, as that was, that is anoth<·r 
thmg, but I am decidedly against a general 
~trike as _a means ~o settle ~ dispute if there 
IS any other effectIve machmery to settle it. 
The Labour platform, which I have signed, 
contains a plank affirming that disputes 
should· be s<cttled by arbitration. 

The PREi.IIIJcR: This matter was before the 
Arbitration Court. 

Mr. RYAN: It might have b0en before 
the court, but let me add that every effort 
was made to prev,mt it coming before the 
court. I am now fighting a broad issue, a 
broad general question. That matter would 
never have come on for hearing if Badger 
had succeed. ·d in getting the registration of 
the Tramway Asso:Jiation cancelled, as he 
tried to do. 

The PREMIER : What is wrong with tho 
court? 

~fr. RYAN :_I do not think there is any­
thmg wrong with the court, and if I had 
m;y way I would extend the powers of that 
conrt very considerably. The Government 
ILJCe bring-mg- d?:Yn a proposal to do away 
with the poss1b1hty of strikes. There would 
be no necessity for an Industrial Peace Bill • 
if, the;)_' had allowed the referendum to pass 
wnen 1t W,\s before the electors of Australia 
in April last year. Mr. Justice Higgins 
pointed out that he had only power to deal 
with di.sputes extending beyond any one 
Stat€, and that he could not interfere with 
the genera~ strike, though he was able to 
mterfer;· with and settle the tramway strike. 

The Pm::lliER: "~Shy didn't thr•· a>'' ait hiq 
decision, and a void all confusion ? 

Mr. RYAN: The hon. gentleman must 
bBar in n1ind thr.t if he had his v,-ay it 
would not be decided yet. 

The PRE,J:IER: A precious court, is it not? 

lih. RYAN: The han gentleman says "a 
pr~cw_u~ c?urt." 'rhe sooner the trade 
umom&cs OL Queensland thoroughly under­
stand that it is Governments like the present 
Gov~rnment in Queensland that they are 
fightmg the better. With one hand they are 
handing the. unionists an Arbitration Court 
and Indust1:1al Peace Bill, and with the other 
the:y are . giYmg them the Commissioner of 
Polwe WJth batons, and while saying that 
~hey are the unionists' friends they are fight-
mg them all the time. · 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER: And taxing them. 

Mr. RYAN: Yes, an~l t_axin_g them, too. 
i'he Government are brmgmg m a proposal 

[Mr. Ryam. 

to refer certain thi.ngs to <he Common­
wealth Parliament. 

The PREMII.;R: Is that ri,;ht? 

, Mr. RYA:\f: It certainlv is not right, and 
I am surprised that a Government which 
should have some intelligcmee should think 
that by referring certain mattDrs to the Com­
monwealth the,· can bring about the same 
thing as cail be brought about by an amend­
ment of the C.mstitution. 

The SECRETARY FOR Aci.ICULTDRE: The 
Constitution provides for it. 

Mr. RYAN: The CoL&_;. licion provid~s for 
it, I understa,nd, but it dv~s not provide for 
it in a way which is aclequ'1te. \Vhen we 
went into federation it 1:as because we 
could not gd; six States to hgr~-e upon certain 
matters which could 1 3 carried out by 
one Parliament elcchJd by the whole peopl~. 
·will the hen. gentleman tell me how SIX 
Parliaments of the Commonwealth of Aus­
tralia-the Denham Govermn.• nt in Queens­
land, the Labour Government in New South 
\Vales, and the other Governments in Vic­
toria, South Australia, Vh···t Australia, and 
Tasmania-are all going to agree to pass 
exactly the same measure through the Legis­
lative .Assembly and the Le;:oislative Council 
of each S·cate? They must pass exactly the 
same measure, or it will be useless. Does the 
hon. gentleman mean to tt ll me, or the people 
of Queensland-he ma.y tell his own suppor­
tns, but he cannot tell me--that he is at all 
serious in thinking that every State will pass 
exactly the s:!..me measure. Such a measure 
should be dealt with by a national Parliament 
elected by the whole of the people of Aus-­
tralia. 

Tho PnEMIER: Remember las~ 3·ear. 

JYir. RYAN: I remember last vear, and 
I remember· last ·elc:c:tion. I reme;nbor also 
the last State ele:otion, but though this sort 
?f misrepresentation may ro on for a ti_me 
It cannot last. I would nther be fightmg 
here among twenty-five men in a cause that I 
kt:'JW · is right f :wn be fighting oYer there 
with forty-seven men for the maintenance of 
monopolies. 

The PREMIER: We are fi,~'.ting for liberty. 

Mr. RYAN: The Governmeont pretend that 
they s<Jriously propose <xmferring certain 
power on the Commonwealth Parliament, but 
it is rc;J.lly for th<J purpr:··.c, of preventing the 
referE''id.·1m boing c 1r1·i. l, and then they 
say ~hey are fi~htin fo_ libcr~y. They ,,re 
fghtmg for trusts and combines. What 
party do the trust.J support? Do they sup­
port the party on that ride of the House or 
the party whi<Jh sits h ·ro? What Govern­
ment is trying to fight ooJC1binesY The Com­
monw "-lth Government t.ric :l to fight the 
Coal Vend, which v<.'aq fined ..320,000, and now 
they ar" fighting the Coionial Sugar Refining 
Company. But while the Constitution re­
mains as it is, with all its tedmioalities, 
those monopolists <':•.n g:t out of a case. 
Amend tlw Con•titutioe> in the way the 
Labour party want to arEo al it, .and allow 
the repr<csentatives of ~he p· ·;:1le to say what 
are monopolies, and you will have legislation 
which will be effoctiYc: o'·'wr .-is· . vou will 
have laws which can he ea :ilv ev.aded. The 
Fed mal Attorney-Goner d, ::;peaking in the 
Commonwealth Parliament the otl-,er da:v 
with regard to the Coal Y end, pointed out 
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~hat there is only one thing certain, ,and that 
;s that the Coai Vend i, carrying on exactly 
m t~e Fame way as they were carrying on 
prevrously, but they cannot oo got at oocause 
there were, legal technicalities in the way. 
If you start to ddine ,a monopoly, someone 
will alwa3 s find some way of evading that 
definition. I ,am :impress"d bv the fact that 
t~e pre~nt Gover.~,men!_ hav'8 dropped the 
'lradcs vlsputcJ B111. 'I hey h =~vc noth1ng to 
do with the Rockhompton l)rogr.amme; they 
'are swelled up now with their success in re­
gard to the strike, and thf v thin!c theY can 
coptrol every~:l1ing 6nd c~rry Qllee~sland. 
wrth them. It is our duty-I feel it is my 
duty, as far >as :in me lies-to try to stir up 
the great mass of the people to ,a conscious­
ness of the fact that this Government me 
their enemies. 

The PRE;;UER : Only the people do not 
oolieve you. 

Mr. RYAN: I am qnite satisfied, as I said 
a ntoment ag·o, to fight on and fight on until 
the;.· do believe l7K, and until they do believe 
this party. It will not take very long to 
make them do that if the Government u&e 
much of the suppression they did durin« the 
reoent election. ~ 

ThB PRE1IIER: We y:ilJ blow that sky-high. 

Mr. ~YAN: Th<; leader of the Opposition 
deaH 1nth the wl·Jcd of r::uro food. There 
is no cubjcct in which the great mass of the 
people are more interested than the supply 
of pure food, 'and there is nothing that niore 
influenced the Labour me'Tlbers of the 
If:,·leral Parlian1ent in favour of ihe referen· 
dum than their desire to give the people 
pure k,od. The people will under:,cand th.tt 
·with re~ -"rd to th:> ro£c!_ ndtL::l :b, Com­
monwe.afth Govei'nr::-·;>nt are going to propose 
as corrb~adistinguislL.d from the s1Jurious 
'article offere,d 'Jy the Pr•''l1ier of this S:ate. 
{Laughter.) Oh, the hon. gont!eman knows 
that it is spurious, or be would rot have 
propos,,d it in th~ locsl House of Lords. 

Tho HOME SECRETARY: You ar,e the only 
Shnon Pure. 

l\1r. R"1AN: 'r!~e people, tDo, have to con­
sider the cost of living. ThP Go' ernment 
come down with proposals settling industri:tl 
disput:: , raising \. tt~es, ,··nd so on; hut all 
the~a !n:e~s·lres aro usele;"_. if vou cannot con­
trol prices. Eyery man and 6verY wotn.·tn en 
the electoral roll knows that the cost of 
living is going up and up, and that :it is 
going up faster than w.ag,es are going up. 
We find that when wagos of the eoalminflrs in 
England were raised the price of coal went 
up 2s. Gd. per ton, and the same kind of 
thing has happened in Australia. And un­
less we are prepared to give the Common­
wealth power over monopolies in a defnite 
w,ay, we shall have tho cost of living going 
up still further. The people nf''3d pure food 
and cheap food. 

The PRE:;!IER: Wo will give it th .. m. 

Mr. RYAN: The Governinent will give 
them di"ar food. I think the leader of the 
Opposition is to be oongratulat-ed upon the 
exhaustive manner in -,yhich he dealt with 
the question of public .abattoirs. If the Go­
vernmont were really in earnest in their 
desire to provide pure food for tho people 
they would not have allowed Brisbane to re­
main so long without public abattoirs. There 
was one itBm of misrepresentation which tlle 

Government made a lot of. It has b<"en said 
that during the strike women and children 
were starving in the streets of Brisbane. 

ltir. BARBER : It is absolutely untr~e. 

Mr. RYAN: Of oourse it is absolutely 
untrue. The people of Brisbane knew that, 
but the people in the country did not know 
it. 

The PRE;\HER: Thoy would have ooen but 
for the inLrvention of the Government. 

Mr. RYAN~ In the next breath the people 
were told th:>t the Govermnent were supply­
ing people here with flour at ccst prioe. 

The HOJYIE SECRETARY : That is correct. 

Mr. RYAN: How much? 

The Hmm SECRETARY : At less than the 
Government paid for it. 

Mr. COYNE: How much? 
The HOME SECRETARY : Something lik.e 60 

odd tons, and at less than the Govornment 
paid for it themselves. 

Mr. l~YAN: Perhap it is due to the fact 
that I said on se ;·er<tl oc. asians during the 
e:,_ction campaig:_-I think che hon. member 
fo.r ~i\larano-, Jid, too--vvo meat:,Jned 35 tons 
of flour that was bought at a much less price 
than I was told tho Gov·~·rnlnBnt v~ ere giving 
for it, and, r 1turrJly c,.1on~·h, the Govern­
mc,1t t:leri sold at t!-., price •, ·e l:ought at. 
But I would Iik, to know who 17P , ,he friend 
that got the Gcwernment ordE'r for the flour. 
\V!1at middleman did they pay? · 

The Ho~JE SE:.~:-_:n'AR."; : I~o 1nid,__~~en1an. 

1_\;fr. R-YAN: It is really too fun.:.1y. I did 
n Jb intend to go into the details of that 
s"?ike; however, thry will soon he a thing, of 
the past. But thcre are some feeltures which 
~bnd out and w;1ich Y, ill make hisi,ry and 
precedents, and it is with regard to that that 
I d0sire to Rpcak. 

J',Ir. BowMAN: " Bbck Fridac " will be 
r-e1nembered. 

.:.\!r. R Y_Li.l\Y: "Black Frid;.~"" vvill be 
re1nen1bE'red. The Prc!li·-r cJ.lle'd it " Good 
I~ridsv." That \Yas th<:- da;v on \vhich Christ 
, .. 7as crucified. I wish to sa~~ one v:ord on the 
action of th0 Govern1nent "'in ~ppointing five 
mc,mLdrs i.o th" Legislative Council, which are 
apparently ali political appointments. The 
rejDcted candidate for Fortitude Valley was 
forthwith made a Councillor. The same re­
mark applies to the others. C,m the Govern­
ment l•cliove that they are doing the right 
thing in making the-~e appointrn~-ilts? Do 
they think that the people o£ Queensland 
will shut their eyes to such things as these? 
But I suppos9 thF have that supercilious 
c Dnfidence by the £a:ct th,1t th<-'.Y. are returned 
here without a policy. They can do any­
thing, and make any appointments they like, 
and they can tell the people of Queensland 
afterwards, "You sent us here without t111Y 
programi:ne." The first occ,,sion on which 
the people of Quoensknd will have an oppor­
tnnit: of speaking-tl:at will be duri:rg ~he 
Federal election-I beheve that they wrll grve 
v. complete answer to the action of this 
Government in suppressing thE; information 
they did during the recent electiOn campa1gn 
in Queensland. 

The Hmm SEJRETARY: Beware of pro 
phesying. 

Mr. RYAN: I am not prophesying. 

Mr.R~ 



ll8 Address in Reply. [ASSEMBLY.] Address in Reply. 

Mr. COYNE (Warrego): Before the reply 
to tho Speech of His Exc,,llency goes 
through I desire to say a few words, . more 
especially as I was, perhaps, made the biggest 
butt pBrsonally during the recent election 
campaign. I do not suppose there were ever 
so many lies and misrepresentations levelled 
at any one individual in Quecnsla.nd as there 
were at myself, judging from the numoor of 
pamphlets sent out from the organisations 
that o·vn and control the crowd of the 
opposite side throughout Queensland. 

The HOME SECRETARY: WJ::lat about your 
own pamphlet? 

Mr. COYNE: I do not remember any 
pamphl+1t ,ent out bv me, or any pamphlet 
sent out that I had any connection with, 
either officially or otherwise, so that the 
Home Secrdary was entirely wrong when he 
said I was ass:JCiated with pamphlets that 
were sent out during that campaign. 

The HoME SECRKrARY : Or bulletins. 

Mr. COYNE : Strike bulletins were not 
issued during the election campaign, but 
there was an election bulletin, v.'ith which 
the strike had no conn>Octio.n whait'ver. The 
Premier to-night repeated a number of mis­
statements which were made during the 
recent election campaign in connect.ion with 
the strike which took phoo in Brisbane. The 
leader and deputy leader of the Opposition 
have dealt with the broad principles which 
were at stake during that great fight. The 
ho.n. member for Barcoo pointed out that 
the pressure was becoming so great on the 
members of the' Brisbane Tramv, ay Union that 
it had reached the bl·eaking, poin.t when the 
crisis W'1S brought about. I hope that some 
members on the oppo•ite side, anxious as 
they appear to be; to allow this to go 
through, will try and prove that Mr. Badger 
was not getting rid of the unionists in 
his employ as fast as he could. The 
Premier, when the hon. men1ber for Barcoo 
W•as speaking, said, " Why didn't you g'o to 
the Arbitration Court, seeing the thing was 
before the Arbitration Court?" Now, it was 

'cited before the court-th•,t is practically a 
lawyer's term-but when tho thing would be 
determine<! by the court was an entirely dif­
ferent thing, and until the determination the 
tramway union employees had no redress 
whatever. They were suffering a;ll the time; 
they were being ousted from their employ­
ment on the most trifling pretexts. Just 
because he was a couple of seconds lat.e at 
the terminus, that sufficed to get rid of a man 
who was regarded as a prominent unionist 
in the Tramway Employees' Union. Now, 
a union is just like a country; it can stand 
a certain amount of pressure, a certain 
amount of tyra•my, but a time must come, 
if this tyranny is persisted in, ·•~"hen they 
will revolt, just as the people of a country 
must revolt. 

Mr. E. B. C. CoRSER: ~lgainst whom? 

Mr. COYNE : Against the condiEons under 
which they are suffering. Evidently what 
caused the 22,000 unionists of Bricbane, and 
the thousands of unionists throughout 
Queensland, to take the extreme action which 
they did was because thev were not alone 
fightin.o; the Brif'bane Tra'.lY'ays Company 
or JVlr. Badger, but becaucn tho Premier of 
Queensland, representing a majority, evi­
dently, of the State, otherwise he would not 
be on those benches, aided and abetted Mr. 
Mr. Badger to down and kill trade unionism in 

[ilf'l'. Coyne. 

Queensland. When these men were trying 
to carry out th0 law of the country_ in apply­
ing for registration as a trade umon of the 
Commonwealth under the conciliation and 
arbitration la\v a few non-unionists in the 
Brisbane Tram{vay Company, at lhe instiga­
tion of the manager of the company, came 
along to the Prunier of the State. They 
tried to prevent the registration of the un~on, 
but they failed. What was the obJect 
of the Government in trying to prevent 
these men from getting their cu ve before 
the Arbitration Court when they ap­
plied for registration under the Act? 
There could be only one rea,on-because it 
was the genuine trade unionists who were 
applying for registration,. ae1d it was because 
of their antipathy to trade unionism that 
they wasted the money of the taxpayer~ of 
Queensland to pr"vcnt these men from com­
plying with the law" of the country. The 
Chief Secretary a while ago said that the 
matter in dispute was a trifling matter-that 
it was merely a matter of wearing or not 
\\earing a medal. Thr.t was only a small 
detail in the business. It is well known that 
1;1r. Dadgar c:tmo here from America with 
the- reputation of being a unron sn1asher, 
and when the party led by the present 
Premier heard that there was such a man 
in their midst, they went and embraced him 
\vith open anns. It W< 1 S I:ot a question. of 

oarin;:r the b:;.dgo alone, rt was a q~estron 
of bringing the matter to a head m the 
interests of thee•' men. The men said : " \V e 
may as well come out straig-ht away as 
unionists-not sink our principles-come out 
:tnd fight as unionists against those people 
who arc opposed to industrial unionism, and 
we will put the manager of the Tre.rnway 
Company to the test by wearing tho emblem 
of om· union." It has been said that that 
was in the plaint. Allowing that it was i:c< 
the plaint, th:tt fact did not alter their posi­
tion in the slightest, because .. 1f the case was 
not forced before the Arbitration Court in 
some way or other, there would. be no 
unionists in Brisb me to fight then oause 
when the case did come before the court. 

Mr. VOWLES : You told the unionists it was 
not in the plaint. 

Mr. COYNE: That is absolutely untrue. 
Thn,t was a misstatement made during the 
election campaign. 

GovERNMENT :MEMBERS : You did not deny 
it. 

Mr. COYNE: There are a thomand and 
one different things that I did not deny, 
because I was never asked about them. It 
was absolutely futile on my part to try to 
refute them. The unionists of Queensland 
recognise that Mr. Badger, at the head of 
the Brisbane Tran1,vay;; Co1npany, assisted 
by the Emplo} ers' Federation thr_oughout 
Australia no doubt, and more especially by 
the Government of Queensland, were making 
the most determined attack that was ever 
made on the whole structure of inductrial 
unionism in _\ustrali>. They recognised that 
the ball was up. It •Yas thrown into the 
arena, and th•.y .. ,ould have to play the 
ga :11c for all it was w01·th, and forty-three 
unions in Brisbane, without beiPg· incited in 
any way by outside influences to take any 
ext"'•,·ne ste:), of their ov, n volition decided 
on the step they took on 28th January last. 

A GOVERNMENT ME:I!BER : It was under 
misrepresentatiuns. 
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Mr. COYNE : There were no misrepre· 
aentation3 at all. They met there, and 

knew their own business. My 
[8.30 p.m.] experience of trades unionists is 

this : Whatever stand they take 
up, they are very rarely in the wrong. 

Mr. BovCHARD: They were misled on this 
occas1on. 

Mr. COYNE: If they had my hon. friend 
the hon. member for South Brisbane and hio 
baton there they might have been led a bit 
better. No doubt the hon. gentleman will 
find a big field for his endeavours in another 
quarter than the quarter I was connected with 
on that occasion. I will endeavour to show 
you that the unionists of Queensland recvg­
nise that this was the biggest attempt, the 
greatest attempt, and the most determined 
attenmt ever made to pull down the whole 
structure of trade uniortism which has taken 
ourselves and our forefathers hundreds of 
years to build up to its present state. They 
were determined to fight the matter out, as 
they did not regard it as a trifling matter at 
all. The•.• regardPd it as a most S<Jrious 
matter. V\'hether the step they took\vas the 
correct one or not, was another matter alto­
gether. The~- were provoked to take the 
extreme ship they did, and their action was 
fully justified. I want to remove one or two 
misunderst:mdings in connection with misre­
presentation in the Press about myself. The 
Premier no doubt quoted what he saw in 
the Pres" about the wire that I, as presi­
dent of the strike committee, sent to the 
Commonwealth Government at the instiga­
tion of that committee. \Yhat I said on that 
occasion was, that when the citizens of Bris­
bane, who were acting quite peaceably, were 
treated in the manner they were by the 
regular police and special constables-they 
were treated in a scandalous and brutal 
manner by the police-when we saw how the 
·citizens were being treated, we came to the 
oonclusion that it was time we made. Lome 
move to protect the people from the police. 
(Government laughter.) The hon. member 
for Dalby can laugh. There is no doubt that 
he was comfortably ensconsed in his little 
villa at Dalby, and he did not know what 
was happening in Brisbane. 

Mr. YOWLES: I saw a large number of 
men who were thrown out of work as a 
result of the strike. 

Mr. COYNE : If the hon. gentleman had 
seen his women folk getting buffeted about 
in the streets by men who had spent the 
best part of their lives in gaol, he would 
have clone som.•·thing to protect them from 
these men with thei1· illegal \\·eapons. The 
hon. member for Warwi<·k shakes his head, 
and treats my remarks in a light and airy 
fashion, but he cDnnot deny the truth of 
what I am sayir:g. I challenge any hon. 
member here to donv the truth of what I 
am saying. I consid~r that tl:w brutal and 
uncalled-for conduct of those special con· 
stable' "as never ycitness0d in this part of 
the world, or any other part of the world, 
up to this day. The other day in England 
there was a cri~,is, which is still existing, 
and it was of far greater enormity in point 
·of numbers than the Brisbane strike. The 
men in charge of the Government of Eng­
land, who hold far greater power than the 
members of the Government here, and in 
whose hands the control of the whole of the 
destinies of the Empire are placed, acted quite 

differently to what our Government acted 
under somewhat similar circumstances. The 
British Government was asked for police pro­
tection to enable the employers to convey 
scab labour to take the place of the men 
on strike. 

Mr. MoRGAN : What do you mean by scab 
labour? What is a scab? 

Mr. COYNE: A scab is a man who only 
works when there is some industrial trouble 
on. 

Mr. BoucHARD: A free labourer. 

Mr. COYNE: No, he is not a free labourer. 
:Mr. BoucHARD : He IS an independent 

labourer. 

Mr. COYNE: He is not independent be­
cause he is so seldom out of g-aol; he does not 
get a chance of getting work. A scab is .a 
man who never works except when there IS 
some industrial trouble on, and his fear of 
the police and his fear of g-oing back to 
gaol, where he spends most of his life, makes 
hin1 go to work "'nherc n1en have gone on 
strike, and thus he sucks the last drop of 
blood out of the men he displace,. V{hon 
Mr. McKenna, the Home Secretary in the 
British Gm ernment. was asked to send the 
police to protect the scab labour . he >aid : 
"No. This Government 1s not gomg to be 
a pa.rty to provoke men to commit a breach 
of the peace.'' \Vhal was dono in Brisbane? 
There was no trouble and no disorder of 
any ·dP,oription whatever up to tLd ~hurs­
dav which was the last day on whwh a 
pro~ession was held. I think that eve;·yl?ody, 
including- the Premier and the 9ommi~swner 
of Police and everyone else, will acl.mit that 
men who are accustomed to live active liv~s 
must have something to do to occupy their 
minds. That was the opinion of the leader 
of the Opposition and o 1so of the strike 
committee. Thev knew that these- men and 
women must be given something to. do so as 
to prevent the possibility of any disorder. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You had 
the disorder on the Thursday. 

Mr. COYNE: We had it on the Thursday, 
but how did it happen? I will tell you how 
it happened, because it has been put quite 
differently by those who have already 
spoken. 

Mr. BoUCHARD: Are you going to justify 
it? 

Mr. COYNE: I am going to make my 
speech in my own way. . I will te}_i hon. 
members in connection with that •1Isorder 
that when the procession arrived in the 
Market .Square on the Thursday-you will 
remember that the hotels were supJ;JOsed to 
be closed during the period of the strike. 
There was supposed to be no drinking car­
ried on at all, although I know ca:ses, be­
cause I saw them myself, where drmk was 
served by hotels. I was brought out of. the 
Trades Hall to see it on several occasrons. 
In. spite of the proclamation that was issued 
prohibiting the sale of liquor, there were a 
number of hotels in Brisbane that had an 
open door during that time, and they serv~d 
drink to. the special constables and therr 
friends. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. COYNE: I saw a special c;mstable 
come out of an hotel-and take off his .badg-e 
and give it to his mate, and he went In and 

M1'. Coyne.] 
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got a drink, too. I saw .it done at Daniell's 
Hotel and Lennon's, and also at the Hotel 
Cecil. 

Mr. BOUCHARD: That is not true. 

Mr. COYNE: It is absolutely true, as I 
daw it myself. I would rather believe what 
I saw with my own eyes than 10,000 special 
constables. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: Do you say you 
saw them selling liquor? 

Mr. COYNE : I did not see them selling 
liquor, but they must have done so, as the 
hotel-keepers are not usually so generous 
as to give it away. Hon. members are try­
ing to draw me away from the matters I 
wish to rf£cr to in the time at my disposal. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: Don't you let them. 

Mr. COYNE: I shall not. I was pro­
ceeding to speak about the wire I sent to 
Mr. Fisher. 

The SEO.O\"!':TARY FOR AGRICULTURE: What 
about the disorder on Thursday afternoon 1 

Mr. COYNE : There are so many inter­
jections that it is impossible for me to con­
tinue my speech in any sort of order. How­
ever, I do not wish to avoid anything, and 
I will speak about the Thursday disturbanca. 
After the procession, the members forming 
the proc%sion were drawn up and addressed 
by the leader of the Opposition, and Mr. 
Finlayson and Mr. Brennan, Federal mem­
bers. :'lr. Bo••man advis8d the men not to 
commit any breach of the law, and to go 
to their homes, und they had previousiy 
carried ouL his instructions in that regard to 
thf letter. .Just then a lorry loaded with 
beer droye into the square. The unionists 
regarded that beer as of scab m~nufactun?, 
carried on a sc,b lorry driven by a scab 
driver. "ll\c'S that not en,Jugh to provoke 
them to coL.mi~ t:orne crime or son1ething 
tha:: might ~ c-·nstrucd into ~ crirne? The 
rnen. 1-:rer~ ~dvised to. be: ,P3r:e~tl.;y~ orde~·ly, 
d(~..;p1te \.Y~l&J p:ro'.-ocatlon tne-~ n1rgnt r,_ceive, 
but that -was evid, :1tly tr0 ml1 lh for them. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTU~'S: \Yhat 
about the incident at North ('uay, when 
the food v;as taken. 

Mr. COYNE: I. can tell you about that. 
The Ho1m SECRETARY: So can I, because I 

saw it all. 

Mr. COYNE: It wa' only clono to nrovo'w 
tho men. When the lorry drove up with 
beer, in the Market f.,q'""'e, there were thou­
sands of mE. n surrounding it, \vhen a force.' 
of volic3 rJde up froin R<:nna I treet barraeks 
and ;v, ttered the:n. \"\ith regard to the 
North Quzy incident, the men juct '\'ent up 
to see if the driver had a pc·rmit. (GoYern­
n1t·nt lau;zhter.) 

The HOME SECRETARY: What right had 
they to -ask for a permit in a free country? 

Mr. COYNE : I will tell you all about the 
permits, 0s you do not like them. There 
were no drivers competent to drive at that 
time that were not under the control of the 
strike committee. 

The HOME SECRETARY: That man could 
drive all right. 

Mr. COYNE: There were about twenty 
men there. There were an equal number of 
police who came out from Roma street ready 
to provoke the men to commit a breach of 
the peace. 

[Mr. Goyne. 

Mr. MORGAN : Were you there? 
Mr. COYNE: No. 
The HOME SECRETARY: I was. What about 

the waggonette and the lady ? 

Mr. COYNE: Wlnt was that? 
The HOME SECRETARY: They made the lady 

take her provisions away. 

Mr. COYNE : That is too silly altogether. 
Private people drove their co~veyances 
wherever they liked, and no one mtetfered 
with them. The Government Departments 
had to get permits, and I will tell you some­
thing more about them. I can te~l hon. 
members that if they do not alter therr tune 
with reo-ard to industrial legislation they 
will hav~ the permits again. (Government 
laughter.) 

Mr. MoRGAN: The public said "No." 

Mr. COYNE : With regard to the wire I 
sent to Mr. Fisher, I "ant to say first that 
the actions of the strike committed have b<:en 
misrcnrc'-'-ented by our friends oppOsite. 
Wha( I said in regard to Mr. Fisher's wire 
was th11t if the Courier Teport was correct, 
even 1\!J:r. Denham only .applied for military 
assi,,tanoe after he had permitted that out­
rage on the public on thd "Baton Friday," 
when the polic-e went up to Market Square. 
For what? Not to prevent disorder-the:.:e 
was no disord<cr. The IeMler of the Opposi­
tion hMl already told the p.-ople to proceed 
to their hnnes. . . 

Th" "'ro ,::; b2C'"mT.\.RY: They did not go; 
that was the trouble. 

Mr. COYNE : Th•'Y had been notified that 
there 'could be no procession. 

Mr. MoRGAN : But they did not take 1any 
noticce of it. 

Mr. COYNE: How do you know? 
The TREASURER : They went down George 

stre~t. 

Mr. ·COYNE: I am asking you with re­
garcl to Mark€; Square. What did the 
police marc;1 across Market Square for? ~n 
armed for<' ,_a militaTy force. What did 
they do that for ? Not to _p_revent 1!sorder. 
They nev,er said they .anticipat£d <nsorder. 
They said they T;ent to put down ,la -,-.lessness 
i8,nd there was no lawlessness there. 

Mr. BoUCHARD: Ther,e had been. 

Mr. COYNE : When? 
Mr. BoucHARD: The day before. 

Mr. COYNE: Oh, I see. Because it 
happened twelve months a~o i~ wa_s going to 
happen ugain. I, at the mstigatwn of my 
committee wired-not being a lawyer, and 
not und.el:standing the la\i\T in connection 
with these matters, and neither did any of 
1ny comn1ittee--

Mr. BoucHARD ag,ain interjected. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! I must ask the 
:hon. member to c~'l'le interjecting. He has 
interjt:cted sixteen times since taking his 
seat on that bench. 

Mr. COYNE : I then applied, thinking 
that the people of Queenslan<!- who were o~­
fending nobody-! thought 1t only a cfair 
thing that we should apply for some pro­
tection agaimt the brut,ality of the Go':ern­
ment •and their minions. My committee 
thought we would ?e abl~ _to get that pro­
tection from the Prime Mimster of the Com­
monwealth and I applied there, and of 
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course I got a reply back stating that he 
could not grant such a thing. I was satisfied 
with that. But I also wish to mention-the 
papers stated that I boasted that I got in 
twenty-four hours before the Premier. What 
I said in Too,,·oomba, and what I said to 
my electDrs, and whab I repeat here, is that 
I applied for this protection after the trouble 
on the Frid.ay morning, and if the· Brisbane 
newspapers reported the Premier correctly, 
then he was twenty-four hours after the 
strike committee in applying for the same 
military .tid. With regard to bread: it has 
been stat·<'d th:,t there were people starving 
in Brisbane. That is absolutely unt2·ue. 

The HOME SECRETARY : They were certainly 
on the verge of starvation. The Home De­
partment knows that there were people in 
a very unenviable position-unfortunately 
foster mothers, too, with little children. 

Mr. COYNE : Yes, we took care of the 
foster mothers during the strike. 

The HoME SECRETARY : On 3~d. coupons. 

Mr. COYNE: On five bob coupons, and 
they were all honoured. 

Mr. BOUCHARD: That was only a blind. 

Mr. COYNE: We don't want to blind 
anybody. 

Mr. Boc:CHAI!D: You onlv blinded them as 
to the amount of funds you got from the 
South. • 

The HenlE SECRETARY : What about the 
balance-sheet? 

Mr. COYNE : There will be no trouble 
about the oalanU)-,.Jt<:>?L when the unions are 
ready i.) receive it, and they are going to 
take n > dictation from the Government or 
.any men lik<a tho Premier, who told the 
strikers to "stew in their OVill juice." 

The P;I::I!IER: Only the leaders. 

~lr. 90YNE : I think it is only a fair 
thmg, 1£ we have to produce our balance­
sheet at th0 instige.tion of the Home Secre­
tary 1and the Premier, that we should have 
a look :..t the People's Progressive League 
balan<J-:,'··eet and the Employers' Federation 
balan<:-~-,heet. Now, .as to this matter of 
bread : I solemnly assure the House that 
there w.'.' not one morning during the five 
weeks ihe strike laoted that I did not appeal 
-~here .. ere five or six meetings a night de­
spltiJ the df.)rts of the Premier-there was 
not a meeting addrnsed during that five 
weeks that there was not an appeal made to 
the people that if they knew of <!t.nyone w-ant­
ing food to c1me along and they would be 
supplied, an~ in not one case <.luring that 
five wHks d.td am· man, woman or child 
stand up in the str'eets of Brisban~ or in the 
halls where the me£tings were held, and say 
anyood:.· was hungry. 

The HOCIE SECRETARY: You said on the 
mo_rning after the strike that no person in 
Bnsbane could get a loaf of bread without 
a permit. 

Mr. COYNE: \Ve knew what the Em­
ployers' Federation were doing. l!o you 
think we did not did not know what was 
goi!lg on? And when we knew they were 
trymg to starv" the people of Brisbane we 
had to work to provide food for the pe;ple, 
and we succc<>ded, and on the Thursday there 
were 45,000 loaves of bread ready for people, 
despite the resohtions of the Employers' 
Federation. 

Mr. BoucHARD: For those who had 
coupons. 

Mr. COYNE: For anybody who wished to 
purchase. V/hat I said in connection with 
the purch~sing of bread without a permit, 
as the Secretary for Agric;ulture had refe­
rence to it in the rags in Toov·oomba, which 
have misrepresented n1e on a thcusand occa­
sion"',--

':rhe SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Every 
fo~e;r,~~at docs not supp:Ht :you is a s'"'-rtrrr· 

Mr. COYNE : They tried to outdo the 
CourieT, find when they can ou·,do such a 
loathsome production "s the Co"rier they 
must be pretty bad. I pointed ont to my 
audience in Toowoor.tlba~of course, you \viii 
see by what I am saying that the abstraci 
was taken out and the context kst sight of 
altogethor-I pointed out that the grand 
object le,,on, the grand economic lcswn, that 
w:,,s taught to .the workers of Queensland by 
the general strike \Vas never tn bo f'Jrgotten. 
The:· had bee'l shown the great power they 
possessed, and how they co.cld stop all wealth 
production if they wished to. Why, I said, 
on that Thursduv the strike committee which 
was appointed "by the unions to ma•1age 
theiJ: business-although the Prc'jer reckons 
it was an irre=-ponsible position-.!, very irre~ 
sponsible ore-{)ould, if they so desired, pre­
vent the wctithi~st man in Brisbane from 
purchaeing a loaf of bread vvithout a pennit 
from them. Perhaps the hon. gentleman 
has a very poor idea of what responsibility 
n1eans. 

The HmrE SECRETARY: The strike com­
mittee apparently had a very poor idea of it. 

Mr. COYNE: What I poi>1tcd out was that 
the \/Orkers h,,d proved to themsclYPS that 
they had that power, bec:ause when they all 
oeasecl work all wealth production ceased. 

Mr. MORGAN: So did th' food supply. 

Mr. COYNE: ALo tltc manufrcture of 
food, if vou like. (Governn c·1t laughter.) 
It was all arnngod. They went .back, and 
they produced the food, but they were not 
going to pro;]u~~ food and allow non­
unionists to distribute that food, after the 
fight they had put up. 

~yfr. TROl:"T: I"on-unionirts coo::::c.._: for you. 

Mr. COYNE: Where? 
Jl.1r. TROUT : I lmor. \Vhere you v:ere 

staying. 

Mr. COYNE : The hon. member knows 
nothing about it. As a matter of fact, I 
stayed at the Trades Hall durin::- the whole 
of the strike. 

Mr. TROUT : You did not get all your food 
there. 

Mr. COYNE: Yes, all my food. Now, 
about this bread. \V e pointed out we were 
going to distribute that bread by unionists, 
and we were going to manufacture it by 
unionists. 

Mr. MORGAN: And let the non-unionists 
starve. 

Mr. COYNE: I am referring to distribu· 
tion and production. 

The HO:I!E SECRETARY: You have a hard 
job to excuse yourself. 

Jilr. COYNE: We would not allow non­
unionists to run round with carts in Bris­
bane, seeing we had the power to prevent 
them to come in and manufacture that food. 

1vf r. C oyne.l 
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It was said we were starving'people. Noth­
ing of the sort. Nobody was hungry; and 
the 22,000 people who were on strike did 
enough to pro vide for the people of Bris­
bane. I pointed out the great power of the 
worker, and the great lesson taught, and the 
power shown by unionism on that occasion. 

Mr. MORGAN: You showed that if he 
stopped work they starved. 

Mr. COYNE : I maintain that during the 
time the hotels were supposed to be shut the 
only people who were drunk in Brisbane 
were the special constables. Do you deny 
that? 

The HOME SECRETARY and GoVERNMENT 
Mi!MBERS : Yes. 

Mr. COYNE: These men were brought in 
allegedly to preserve the peace. Why, there 
was no possibility of even the slightest 
breach of the peace in Britbane were it not 
for the special constables, and the crime 
record will show that in no other week, 
either before or after the strike, were there 
such a small number of breaches of the 
peace. \Vhat was the record of crime during 
the time the hotels were shut up, and during 
the more serious part of the strike-that 
was, the first part? 

Mr. BoucHARD: You ought to know. 

Mr. COYNE: Yes, I do know; but there 
were no crimes except the crimes of the spe­
cial constables, a good many of whom were 
drunk on duty. What happened? I know 
t;hat this happened, and no doubt my friend, 
aeeing the company he was in at the time, 
~new something about the blackguardly con­
duct of some of the special constables, 
a~m;gst :vhom wer:e the worst types of 
crrmmals m Australia. I am not referring 
to the civil servants, a great number of 
whom wcr,, brought in against their will. I 
a,ay a large number of the worst criminals 
alnd th•:. worst characters in Australia were 
amongst the special constables. 
GOVERN~!ENT MEMBERS : 'What rot! 

Mr. COYNE: Why, down here, at the back 
of the Hotel Cecil, the most filthy and lewd 
remarks that were ever uttered by human 
beings were used by special constables to 
young women at the back. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Were you there? 

Mr. COYNE: No; but I had all my work 
cut out to prevent some of the men blowing 
out the brains of those blackguards. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Oh, oh ! 

Mr. COYNE : Make no mistake about it; 
and, while in a drunken state in Queen 
street, they jostled women and girls as they 
were passng them. Do you know that hap. 
pened? ' 

The HOME SECRETARY: Did you see them? 
It is absolutely false. 

Mr .. COYNE: Mr. Spea,ker, I call your 
attentiOn to the remarks of the Home Secre. 
j;ary. I saw it, and what I said is absolutely 
true. 

The HOME SECRETARY : I said the state­
ment is absolutely false. 

Mr. COYNE: On one occasion a drunken 
constable fell into Pike's door, and insulted 
women and girls as they were going by. His 
mates forsook him, and abandoned him to two 
constables who came along, and one of the 
constables took their numbers off so that 
they could not be identified-at a~y rate, by 

[M1". Coym. 

their numbers. After taking their number~ 
off they ran him off to the l?ckup, and 
nothing more was heard about It. On an­
other O>]casion a drunken constable came 

along George Street, near ~he 
[9 p.m.] Transcontinental Hotel, and with 

a baton deliberately cracked the 
skull of a man talking to a uniformed con­
stable on the footpath. What about that? 
What abo.ut the brut,·d. who rode into th~ 
people at the Transcontmental Hotel corner .. 
What about the-. special constable w~o spht 
the skull of a man near the Transcontmental 
Hotel? 

The HOME SECRETARY: What man was 
that? 

Mr. COYNE: The man was in the Cham­
ber just after dinner, and was speaking t_o 
me about his wounds. His skull was spht 
open by a drunken special constable. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: By 
whom was he treated? 

Mr. COYNE: I am not in a position to 
give that information now, but if the han. 
gentleman will ask the qur stion to-m<_lrrow 
I shall bo able to. supply him with tho mfor­
mation. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: He got his skull 
split at an hotel, I suppose. 

Mr. COYNE: No; near the Transcon­
tinental Hotel, while he was speaking to. a 
constable. While he wus so engaged this 
drunken special constable came past and 
broke the man's skull with a baton without 
any provocation whatever. Those are the 
lovely preservers of the peace we had during 
tho strike. There is one thing I should like 
to mention to sho,w the love the Govern­
ment had for trade unions or industrial 
unionism. -At the time the strike was on 
it came to my knowledge that there were 
four deserters from His Majesty's Navy who 
were wo.rking on the trams. The fact was 
known to the police, but the police took 
no action to deal with those deserters. The 
fact tha.t the men were working on the 
trams was also made known to the Naval 
Commandant, but evidently he had no power 
to deal with the matter, because the men 
did not belong to the Australian Force. 
Would not the police, at any other time, 
have been only to.o glad to snap one of 
those dRserters, or the four of them, and 
send them back to their ship? But during 
the strike, though aware that. the men were 
there, they never lifted a finger to send 
them back to their ship, and the men may 
be on the trams now for anything I know. 
At 1 or 2 o'clock in the morning I have 
seen motor-ears travelling without any side 
or tail light, and going at the. rate of 40 
miles an hour in Q1.>een street. 

Thie PREMIER : Queen street is like a 
cemetery at that hour. 

Mr. COYNE: If the han. !llember went 
to the Co-operative Store in Queen street &t 
that hour and saw what was going on there, 
he would not make that interjection. 'fhese 
special constable" indulgedl in jostling or 
sat on the footpath expectorating all o!'er 
it. and committ,3d every offence for whwh 
men are punished every day of our lives, 
and not one word was said about it. We 
have b&en tol(.]:_ that dynamite was placed 
on the tram lines. Among 'those 22,000 
men were some of the most expert users 
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of dynamite in their ordinary avocations, 
blasting and that sort of thing, that you 
could find in Australia. 

The HOME SECRETARY : Some of it wa,a 
very cunningly laid, I admit. 

Mr. COYNE: Such men making a hash 
of that kind of thing is one of the most 
absurd notions that anyone could conceive. 
There \Vas no dynamite laid. Tho Premier 
knows, and so does the Horne Secretary, 
that whenever the leader of the Opposition 
or any member of this party addressed the 
mH1 they advisf'd them that th9y must ob­
serve the law and keep the peace, in spite of 
any provocation that might be offered to 
them; and that was done, and that is why my 
friends opposite are so annoyed. The send­
ing of police with bayonets into the Market 
Square was like a comic opera. 

The HoME SECRETARY: You tcld us they 
were -armed to the teeth. 

Mr. COYNE: So tlwy ·were, but if I had 
had charge of those me-n I would never have 
dreamt of keeping th" vchole Police Force of 
Bri,hanc cooped up in the Market Square 
as they were kept. They could have been 
wiped 0ut of exist(-<nce in fivo rninutP·1 if wo 
had desiL·l to wipe them out; there was 
no e;-;capo for thern; thoy were simply 
cooped up, and if we had divided their atten­
tion into seven or eight cliff.erent channels, 
we could very soon have wiped them out. 
That is "hat I have to say about that comic 
opera anny. 

The 8ICRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: They 
were a very fine body of men. 

Mr. COYNE: It is a deliberate lie for 
anybody to say that any of the strikers at­
tempted to use dynamite. 

The HO>JE SECRETARY: It is a fact, all the 
Saine. 

Mr. COYNE: Then, why didn't you prose­
cute then1? 

The HO~IE SECRETARY : \V e should have 
done so if we had only had the chance. We 
did all we could. 

Mr. COYNE : If what hen. members oppo· 
site say about this matter is true, why were 
not some special constables told off for 
special duty while the ordinary police went 
out to inquire into the matter, and find 
out who were the men who were guilty of 
such on duct? 

The HO?lE 8ECRE1'ARY : When we found out 
what had been clone we patrolled all points 
and stoppr,d it. 

Mr. COYNE: V,Te have heard that story 
so long that it does not affect us. Those 
who have been connectRd with industrial 
troubles have heard that story so long and 
so ?ften that they do not take any notice 
of It. What about the loyal Britishers on 
the other side of the House, and their con­
duct during the strike? Every one of the 
men -lvorking on the tramways was a British 
subject, and as British subjects they were 
fighting for their rights. Even the Premier 
cannot deny that they had those rights and 
these loyo,l mbjects of the King com~ out 
again:Jt them, tLe all the power they possess, 
and ask the Commonwealth Government to 
enter the city with their military, not to 
prevent clisord10r, but to intimidate the 
workers who were fighting for their rights. 

The Hmm SErRETARY : Is that why you 
asked for the military? 

Mr. COYNE : I wanted to protect the 
people from your police, and I had good 
cause to make the application I did. When 
I wired the people were being threOLtened, 
and if tho people behind the police had only 
nushed them on there would have bt>Bn no 
escape from those bayonets. If one drop of 
blood had been shed that clay, the Premier 
and the members of the Ministry would 
havG been responsible for it. If the Govern­
ment had had a chance they would have had 
us in gaol long ago. Th?ir desire was to 
lock us up, to rob us of our liberty, to hang 
us, or to have' Coyne's blood at any price. 
(Government laughter.) But they never had 
a chance. . 

The PREMIER : Is that the reason you said 
if communicated by telephone you would 
give yourself up? 

Mr. COYNE: I did not want to see thou­
sands of people implicated, and if the police 
had come with all their force to arrest me, 
I would not say what would have happened. 
So I said, if any of you want n1,- 1 ring .1ne 
up on the telephone. There is r,urcly nothmg 
very wrong about th,t, unless the Premier 
wanted me to do his bidding and break the 
law in some way or another, and that I 
would not do. But who is the person those 
loyal members gave their protection to? A 
man "·ho, whd1 a chimney stack was being 
erected, and the workmen proposE--d to hoist 
tho Union Jack y,hcn thev reached the top, 
as is custo1nary in such., cas(::S, refused to 
allow them to do so unL•ss they put the stars 
and tripeo above it. That is the man th<'Y 
were protecting; that is the man who wa3 
the object of the c:n·e of those loyal sub­
jects \lho prate so much about their loyalty 
to the King, and then fill the city of Bris­
bane with the drunken scum and criminals 
of Australia. 

The SECRETARY ]"OR AGRICULTURE : Do you 
say that those men who came from the coun­
try were the scum of Australia? 

Mr. COYNE : I am not going to allow the 
hon. gentleman to put words into my mouth 
that I did not U:',0. Vvhat I said was, that 
amongst these special constables were some 
of the greatest criminals in Australia, and 
some of the greatest scum of the earth. As 
I have only a limited time to speak, I shall 
now pass on to another topic. There are 
things which a man may say in the heat of 
an election campaign, and for which there 
may be forgivene<g, if not some justification, 
but when a man who does not know you 
goes out of his way to hurl the greatest in­
sult that can be conceiv<'d agaimt a reput­
ably conducted man, I think such sh,hments 
call for some refutation. The way in which 
I have been maligned during the recent elec­
tion campaign is almost unprecedented. In 
nearly every ca<e I have found that I have 
not been maligned by men of bad character, 
One man at Kingaroy stated that I had never 
worked a day in my lifP, except for two 
months when I was driving a coach for 
Cobb and Co., and spying out the land, and 
doing a bit of sharping. 

The HO}JE SECRETARY: Didn't you Pay you 
had b-,en on strike all your life? If you 
wnre en strike, you could not have been 
working. 

Mr. COYNE: I never worked for one 
moment for Cobb and Co. in any position 
whatever. Up to the time I came to this 
House, and more than half my lifetime, 

Mr. Goyne.] 
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have I lived in Queensland, and those stories 
were going into circulation amongc.t men 
and women who have known me during that 
period of time. It had no effect there. I 
reared my family there. So fer as being 
a sharp ~r is concerned, I have never bet 
£5 in s• .. '"'P" or anything dse since I was 
22 ycc rs of age. I have never bet 5s. on a 
horse in a race, I haYe never played two-up 
in my life, nor played dice. Had. I 
been puttil'g up for an eleotJrate where 
I was not known, that might have had some 
effect, and no greater insult can be given a 
m:,n '·· ho has r·.•ared his family as respect­
P l- l~. _::; h0 poE~ ibly could, as I ht:, ve 
endunoured ~) do, than a r ·mark of that 
sort. I ·am :.:'.oing to· tell you who it was 
1nad~~ by. It \Yas made by u man who some 
time pre.-iouJ - .· s the proprietor of a license 
on the \Y, «l_trn [ne, sonlev.rht~re beLwecn here 
and Touwoomb ·, and a man who had the 
reputation of J:.oing the gn1atest expert robber 
of drunks in _._1.uJ ~ralia-··y-ho vvoul·l first r st 
men drunk in his hotel and then roll them. 
Thor,,, '"-'1'8 o"her E.'· 1. vVhat were they? IV c 
hail ,th?>l aL,:.u~d BriF~1ane-paid h._- the 
Peop_:cs P: c -~ ress1ve Lctgue~ no doubt. Wlr::f, 
were th?y? \V'1y, the finp-c t'• of some of them 
wer~ dripping ,,,ith the blood of their latest 
victims •h- ·- had murddcd in their factories 
and sho:_:-' bv their S\veatir:.g; end there are 
numbt::s oi s~, ( ophanL, \Yho are living on the 
previou_, na, ::-<;"it:-..:, and those are H~t: fello·ys 
'':ho h::tY2- l '·"'1 vi~ifying n1e throv::__-hout the 
country. I cL·.·llenge any of th~:.n to prove 
that thc:r s•~tem:-,_ts e.rG correci;, You had 
detective going : nuud B1·i .ba•.e during the 
strike, inquiring fron1 people if they knew 
any~hir ~· .. bout Coyne and his antecedents. 
I say th~ t under the circum1k>nces the C?X­
tren1e sh; p that \vas taken by the BriE bane 
strikers "-' ~ abs,.,]utoly jn _tifiabl-?. If the 
Govc;rnmcnt hr.d dono theil' dutv that would 
never ha \. c h<· pncned. Thev did' n )t do tL~ir 
dut:-. Tl--: failed to do th~ir c1ui.)· all ale"'· 
W·-- had •, b. _mtiful pi ct. ue of the Hon1e 
Secrebr· goi.•g -n hi-. motor-car at top speed 
to Sotr~ ~1prnt, knocking stumps, posts, and 
eYel'~'L1 ling f ~~'J ~~;J :::1. (Laug-hter.) \file had 
the Tn :u:.urer gJj ·-·~ a-,.Ta.f to-tho Blue f.1oun­
taLJs, and tr' Secrctar:- for Agric'llture and 
the Secrc_ar:· for Railwa:-, disappearf'd alto 
gether. 

_\ GOYER:\. ~~'\T J'~Ec;BER: 'I hat is abo-.:t 
equally as truth~ul a.J the res• of your state­
ments. 

Mr. COYNE: The Chief Secretary dis­
;::ppear?d, to.o; he :va:s going to let t.hem 

stoyv 1n then~ o·,·.Tn JUICe." Fron1 the very 
time -~~lat thi l trouhle originai (;d, on the 18th 
January last, up to the time that the strike 
eyentuc. teq,. anJ dtel'wards, this _ party 
did ever:·tnm;:: that vas humadc· puss1ble to 
bring about a peaceful SE·'tlement. 

Mr. HARD \.l'R:J. Hear, he"r ! 

Mr. COYNE: Mr. Badger refused to meet 
the repre•,._ntatives of the men. 

The HmiE SE~RETARY: Did he refuse to 
meet the m-en.? 

M:r. COYXE: As a union, he did. He 
refused to meet the representatives of the 
men. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER : VY e know that 
Judge Higgins compelled them to. 

The pq,EMIER: Then why strike, if he could 
compel them? 

Mr. COYNE: The strike. brought about 
that early hearing of their c:,se. The Go­
vernment failed to do their duty, and 

[Mr. Goyne. 

through their failure to do their duty the 
strike took place. This party went to l\lr. 
Badger, used every mediator . th•Lt co~1ld 
poos!bly be used to tr;- and brmg abouc a 
settlement-the Archbishop of Brisbane, the 
Rev. Mr. Rowe, Mr._ Finla;son, and others. 
Then he would not nreet them. I got an 
invitation to the room of the Secretary for 
Public Works one day. He had been in 
solemn conclave with Mr. Badger all morn­
ing, but when we went there we found 
nothing at all to do. :Mr. Barnes would meet 
us and discuss it, but we could not do any 
business with him. If he had had "-'1Y 
authority to act for Mr. Bad;er we could 
have done something towards a settlement. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON (Drayton) : I must 
con~>'ratulate our voung members, who, like 
my,;';,lf, perhaps, h;;,.ve very little ex12erience 
in this House, and I am sure you Will bear 
with us when we come to speak. (Hear, 
hoa1· !) I am very glad to seo by the 
Go :ernor's Spe._ch that he has travelled over 
this greac SL,_te of ours. It ould be a great 
benefit to th. State if members had the 
opportunity of fravdling over the S~ate more 
than they have .. I remember C~llnmg do;;·n 
o:1e time from \Vmton, and meetmg a gentle· 
man who hr d spent a erc:>t d<cal uf his time 
in th~ ·c,r est, and he tho'lght that lf Par­
liament ~·at in \Vinton members would 
kno·,y niore of o cr State than they do. 
I could not help ihinking, while we have 
been sitting here, about out railways. I 
thought a great fuss \Vas made_ ~ 1JOUlJ that 
:!: per cent. I c;:mld not but thmk that we 
did not look at our railwoys in t:1e light that 
'' ouc-ht tu do, and that we do not place 
thum beiore our c1·editors in the light that 
v;e ought to do. Those peor::e v:ho lend 
us the Inonr~~ have a perff'ct r1ght to knovv 
vvha-r- thB railways are bringins; in, and 1.vhile 
\";,~ onl:~ give them credit for 4; per c.eLt.,. it 
; 1 nEuer 10~ pr•r c-·nt. thctt tho;~ b!'mg m. 
I wade specc:J.l inquiries at the Lands Offioe 
this afternoon about the difference in the 
rent; o£ land wh~·re we have no re.ilways, 
and I find that whe'"e ·· e have no r:cih·:ays 
the rents of Cruwn lands are offered as low 
r: J 5~. per square 111ile. In some ph, ces where 
\V-3 have ndlwa \ s, land ~,· l€:<Lsc,d up to as 
high £16 a src 1re r1ile. I vvill ~nkc t>3 
the average £4 per squ :ue milo. Tl; tt wc·lld 
leave at least £3 15s. pe"l square m1le t_o th.e 
credit of the Raib··ay Department, whwl} 1t 
does not get the credit o£ at all. Tnat 
£3 15s. per Sfluare mile would _more than 
coYcer the interest and redemptwn of the 
railways. Again, '·'- e find that land where 
there rut no ra.ilwavs 'vas offei·ed for selec­
tion or sale by the Llnds Department at 30s. 
per acre, but after the selectors guaranteed 
the r ;.ilwaY, the F:1n1e la!,d V/as thrown open 
:.;rain, and sold readily at £6 per acre. 
In all fairness to the Lands Department, 
and the people in the country .who are con­
tributing this revenue, the Rarlway Depart­
ment should have the credit of that £4 lOs. 
per aore, which the Lands Department would 
not rec·oive except for the railway. I make 
this statement because on some of our rail­
" ays we have charged freights to an amount 
more than the value of the goods. I might 
muntion soap, keroF9ne, and one o~ two ar­
ticles which cost quite as much to take them 
400 or 500 miles inlr·nd ,•s what the goods are 
worth on the coast. I have no objection 
to raising the railway men's wages. It was 
mentiou<ed bv the Commissioner for Railways 
that somrth!ng like £120,000 or £130,000 was 
added to the railwav men's wages, on the 
ground that they had ee.rned it. But they 
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have not earned it all, by any means. I say 
that the men who paid the freights have 
earned a portion of that, and should have 
had a certain portion of it in reduced 
freights. I am quite willing to divide that 
amount with the V'l'orkDrs, but we have a 
perfect right when revenue is coming in 
like that to expect some reduction on our 
railway freightr,. On-J Opposition member 
was sp,,'Lking alJout cheap food. ...t\s one of 
thos:3 producers, I "\Y ... nt to know if \?iro are 
going to put wages up, and be prnalis.:·d from 
25 to 5{) per cent. on all our implements to 
enable the wages of the workers in the city 
to be kept up. If we are going to pay 
reasonable wages, and give good hours, I 

·claim that we in the countrv have as much 
right to an r-ight-hour day, and to the benefit 
of tho im:11·oved finance-, ac; what the city 
people huve. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: If we are going t<J 
pay these high duties, which in some cases 
amount to 200 per cent., how are we going 
to get cheap food? 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Do away with the 
middleman. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Do you expect us to 
work sixteen hours a da0 to produce cheap 
food? I maintain that the time has come 
when this Government-and I am supporting 
this Government because I believe they will 
do it-gave a little consideration to the 
people in the country. People in cities have 
had the control of things long enough, and 
every burden of taxation for the last ten 
years has been brought for ward with the one 
aim of placing the whole of the taxation upon 
the people in the country. 

Mr. BoWMAN: Rub it into them. 
(Laughtu.) 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I will rub it in to 
anybody who is not doing right. I am here 
to speak on behalf of the people in the 
country, ,:nd on behalf of those who are 
producing the nation's food. I want to say 
who are the real friends of the worker. I 
am a "\Yorker myself, and have \Vorked as 
hard as any man. \V e were talking about 
the extra ~ per cent. on our railway loan. 
'Who gets that money ? 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: The city. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: If we are going to 
build reih' ays which cost £2,000 a mile, at 
least £1,5-QO out of ,,very £2,000 will go to 
our wor:.crs and engineers. The remainder 
\vill go to rollinl-stock. The Govor:;mont 

"ho spends this money is the 
[9.30 p.m. J lk:;t friend of the worker. It is 

the money that the Government 
gets that mak<» the big demand for labour. 
If there is no demand for labour, the worker 
wiil not earn any money. It does not matter 
what df" isions ar,' given by Arbitration 
Courts or wages boMds, if there is no de'­
n1.and for labour they 1vill not get the- work 

. t<J do. In my own elec+nrate I have seen 
many lovely homes erected by the workers. 
·where did they get that money to build 
those hou ·<c\? It came out of the ioan money 
of the Government, and who gets the benefit 
Df it? 

Mr. THEODORE: The boodler. (Laughter.) 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Dons the boodler 
build our railways? (Laught.er.) 

Mr. BowMAN: Who are the men who rob 
the f.armers ? 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: It is you city men 
who rob the farmers. (Lallghter.) But we 
have ha,d enough of it, and the fa,rmers are 
beginning t<J look after themsdves. (Hear, 
hear! <tnd laughter.) We have plenty of 
honest dealers in this city. Therfl .are men 
I have known for yectrs ·and have dealt with 
~hem hut there are men in our midst, like 
in ev~ry other business, and they •are nothing 
but rogues and vagabonds. (Laughter.) I 
shall have the pleasure of e..·king before long 
that a Royal Commission be aprointed to 
inquire into some of their acts. 

HONOURABLE l'YlEMBERS : Hear, hear I 
Mr. THEODORE : Is that a copy of the rur.al 

workers' schedule you m·e looking at? 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: No, it is not. The 
man who drew up that rural workers' 
schedule wa.; not a worker at all. He was 
not a worker but a Trades Hall man. 

Mr. FOLEY : And isn't he a worker? 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: No. (Laughter.) I 
would like to point out that in the dairying 
industry alone we are distributing about 
£200,000 per month. Tho whole of that sum 
is distributed in trade. We arrange all ou-r 
shipping •ahead; we take the trouble to see 
that that is all arranged beiorehand. If 
you are going to do any business at all, you 
must do all your shipping ahead. We dis· 
tribute £200,000 per month in the export and 
home trade, and if the distribution of that 
money stops, who is going to suffer? It is 
not the dairyman who is going io suffer, but 
the worker. That £200,000 circulated every 
month gives •a lot of employment to em­
ployees in the shops. They all get the bene­
fit of it in wages. I was in the shipping de­
partment of the Midland Railway Company, 
in Liverpool, -and I kno\\" son1ething about 
strikes. I always noticed that "!w11 there 
·was a strike on there were a nun1har of men 
who came into prominence who never did any 
work, and only came forward -~~hen there 'vas 
a strike on. The moment the \Yorkn1en do\vn 
tools, these men come into the field and in­
dulge in .all sorts of liberties. I have seen 
these men throw the tiles from the roofs of 
the houc3S down on to the people below, and 
the working man got the blame for it. 

Mr. RYAN : That is the same as happened 
in the recent strike. 

Mr. FOLEY: The worker ,always gets the 
blame. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : N"o doubt the very 
same thing occurred in BriobanP. I d<J not 
believe thht the honest working man who 
does a hard day's work <~ould do a thing 
like thut. At the same time, when a large 
body of men like that are called into idle­
ne;,', they must be given smnething tD do, 
as it is impossible to control them. They are 
all right so long as they hcve got plenty to 
do, but when they h.:Ive nothing to do they 
get out of control. The same thing happened 
in Brisbane, and the Gcvcrnn1Bl1t in bringw 
ing in men from the country h protect the 
people in the stre~3ts W"'re ulso protecting the 
\Yorking m0n too. The Gvvern1nent in doing 
that only di<l their duty. I have '· son who 
is in New ZE,"ll.and at the preJent time, and 
if he h:id be·'n home he would have been a 
special constable. I know of a case where 
two ladies driving in a cab in Queen str,eet 
were st<lpped because they had some parcels 
with them. They were stopped by some men 
and •askoo where they got the parcels. The 

Mr. BeObington.] 
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men saw the labels on the paroels and one of 
the men got into the cab and made the cab­
driver ·drive back to the place where the 
parcels came from. Any man who would not 
serve as ·a special constable when oases like 
that were happening is not worthy of being 
called a man. 

G::>YERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : Any man who would 
not defend his wife or sister in cases like 
that is not worth calling .a man. 
GOVERN~lENT M'l:MBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I would have served 
as a c31ecial constable myself when I heard 
of that incident. 

Mr. HARDACRE: Could not the ordinary 
police have dealt with it? 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : Decidedly not. I 
will not say any more about the strike, as 
therG are others WhO, no doubt, Will have 
something to say about it. With regard 
to our r?ilways, an han. member on the 
vther side said that we were offering 4 pe1· 
cent. for our loans, and yet the guarantors 
\yere only guarante<ring 3 per cent. While I 
believe in the guarantee lines as possibly the 
be:;t 1Yay of getting a\1 ay fron1 political 
lines, I s;•.y that they are an injus•,ice to 
the cmntry pnople. Who helped to build 
the city lin"'? Who built all the lines near 
the cG.:,,,t? Did not th0 country people con­
tribute tov·ards their cost? Y e.e. And they 
are not asked to guarantee 1 per cent. And 
yet the countr.' people have to guarantee 
any Ii.1es that they wished to have built in 
their districts. It is the same with the most 
northN )y railway on the Flinders and the 
most so,itherly line on the Mcintyre. I havs 
been on the :Ylcintyre myself, and know that 
before the line was built there were large 
areas of land there from which the Govern­
ment received nothing in the way of rent. 
Immediately settlers came along and guaran­
teed the railway the land was taken up at 4d. 
an ;cere. You see tho amount of money that 
was brought in before the railway was built. 
Yet at the 'ittings of the Land Court at 
Goondiwindi the other day the lawyer for 
the Lands Dep:ntment said to the settlers : 
" You are responsible for the rise in the 
rent, l·ccauc•0 the rail\\ ay v·as built there." 
The settlers said : " No, we guarante,od that 
railway, and we should not hav(' to pay 
n1ore rc nt bf'•Jauso we '\Vere responsible for 
bringing the railway hen'." The lav.yer of 
the Lands Department said that th<tt was a 
mll+tf'r between tho selectors an,l the Rail· 
way Department, but the Lands Department 
would make th0m rasponsible for the rise in 
the r• :1t. The selectors guarantee the 3 per 
c•mt. to the Railv. ay Department, and the 
Lande: De par! ment come along and make 
them p ty more for their land. 

Mr. ::\IuRPHY: 'Which lawyer won? 
Mr. BEBBINGTON: The Lands Depart­

ment won, d course. The man on the -land 
had to co down, es he always does~every 
time. (Laughter.) 

Mr. LAXD : . .\nd yet you support the 
Government. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: You people are re­
sponsilJle for i,t with your leasehold policy. 
Your leasehold policy is responsible for it. 
That is another thing I wished to speak 
about. The other day I was up on the 
Kingaroy line, and I visited a selection. The 
selector and his wifo were the happieBt 
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couple I ever ,,aw. We walked up on the 
hill, and the selector said to me : " When 
I came here first I came through where that 
gate is with my. uxe on my shoulder, and 
I cleared the first 100 acres on bread and 
treacle, and the storekeeper gave me credit 
for the bread and treacle." If a Labour 
Government had been in power, and only 
gave a lease for that land, that man would 
never have done that work. It was only 
because he g·ot tlw frc:ehold, and kne;v tJ::at 
he was working for h1mself that ma~e !urn 
do that. There is a perpetual lease prmmplo 
existing in our present Land Act, but I trust 
that the Government will continue with their 
fr09holcl principle, as people wiil not go in 
for lensehold when they can get th·· f_reehold. 
I would ask the han. member for Lewhhardt 
one question in connection with htnd settle· 
ment. There is a station not far from 
Emerald called St. Helens. I "cts on that 
st!ition when it was offered for .£500. There 
were a lot of settlers there who would have 
liked that station cut up into 10,000 acre 
blocks, and to get one. I am giving the 
hon. member a chance to refute this. That 
shtion was offersd for .£500, and the hon. 
member was asked to come down here and 
ask the Government to rl,purchase it. He 
.went away, and no more was heard .1hn~t 
it, but a private man came up after a bit 
and bought the station, and it fs now \' orth 
.£20,000. I want to know wh:v tnc J::on. mem­
ber did not secure that land for h1s p(ople, 
if hs is so favourable to land settlement?' 
I give him this opportunity of telling his 
own constituents what he did in the mattc·r. 

T\1r. HARDACRE: I approached the .Sec­
retary for Lands, but he would not do 1t. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Explain that to, your 
constituents. (Laughter.) I would. hke to 
point out that we w.ant more for the conn· 
try than we have had in the past. vVe need 
the wants of the country attended to. We 
want them brought up to the level oJ' the 
cities and we want the Honse and the 
Gove{·mnent to give the country people 
schools of arts and other facilities of ~hat 
kind. In the cities they have ,everythn?.g, 
and unless life is made better and easier 
in the country, there will be a greater rush 
into tho cities. If you want to keep the 
people in the country, and want th<:m to 
produpe cheap food, then give the:n .the 
best conditions possible and make thmr hves 
as comfortable as possible. I taank hon. 
Inembers for their courtesy. 

HONOURABLE ]).lEliiBERS: Hear, h·car ! 

Mr. KIRWAN (Brisbane): In rising. to 
addre.•; the House to-night in connectwn 
,, ith the very important question~ that have 
beAn raised in the delate on tne A;:!dress 
in R·~ply, I feel that I will not b~ al?le to 
do justice to them. At the begmmng I 
might be pPnnitted to remark, aoJ a member 
of the Labour party, that we :ere not the 
" stinking fish'. party. As a youn,g A~s­
tralian, and as one who has s~udw9 Lle 
questions that a~ritate the publiC. mmd, .I 
may not haYe arrived at a correct Jn.dgment, 
yet I am bound to ally myself w1th that 
party whose principles, ';1-S I understand them, 
justify them in callmg themselves the 
national party. We have heard a great deal 
during this debate about what the Labour 
party did in connection with the general 
strike. I, as a member of that pa':ty, do 
not give my adherence to the p;mmple of 
a general strike, but there ,are tunes when 
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these things are forced upon us, and when 
there is no other possible alternative be­
tween that or doing a thing which would 
redound with anything but to our credit. 
It may not be out of place to briefly refer to 
the chid circumstances which brought about 
that state of affairs. The han. member for 
Barcoo referred to the chief circumstances 
that preceded the general strike, and I think 
hP clearly demonstrated to impartial minds 
that the Government who occupied the Trea­
sury ben,,hes previous to the last general 
elections, under the late Premier, Dr. Kid­
stem, had determined to fight unionism. 
What is the exact ppsition? You have in 
this State an alien who defies the laws of 
the Commonwealth, .and who is supported 
in his defiance of those !a ws by the Ministry 
for the time being, who. are freely prepared 
to spend public money to bolster up this 
individual, and, later on, when this same 
alien, without any more rights politically 
than a Chow gardener, defied the State law, 
the Governm,,nt stood behind him and 
placed at his disposal all the powers that 
the Corstitution allowed them, and then we 
Eave th.cm coming here and endeavouring 
to convince its members that they stand 
for the maintenance of law and order 
irrespective of class. I say, from my place 
in the House, as I ~aid from the hustings, 
that tho Denham .administration arc · re­
sponsible, by theil· masterly inactivity in 
making no effort to settle the dispute, for 
the strike. As one oi those who went 
through the strike-as one of the victimised 
railway men, and one. of those whom the 
people have SPilt here-I deem it my duty 
to give my views regarding their action 
in connection with that strike. The ques­
tion, narrowed down, simply mean5 thi•: 
Did th' Government, recognising their re­
sponsibilities, take those measure'S that they 
were justified in taking in order to bring 
about a settlement of the difficulty? W c 
hear preached from the Treasury benches the 
grand lesson of arbitra.tion and conciliation. 
I was rather surprised to hear the Premier 
endorsing·, at the clo.se of his speech, that 
he, at any rate, is now a convert to the 
principle of arbitration. I remember the 
time when members who stand by the prin­
ciples of this party advocated conciliation 
and arbiitution in this House n1et -..vith very 
little <•ncouragement, if not determined op­
position, fr(•.n members occupying the Trea­
sury bench , in those days-the grand old 
Liberal prrty of those days-and it was not 
until thL~ influence of la.bour in politic;;; wa~J 
felt tl.at we had the question of concilia­
tion and arbitration brought within the 
sphere of prr''~tie1El politics, and had so1ne 
.m•·.~·Jur~:;; pb,·,~d on the statuto-book for the 
can-yin ont of that principle. If the Prime 
)1finister of Grou.t Bribin did not think it 
beneath his dignity, nor the high responsi­
bilities of his c,_ffice, to endeavour to bring 
about a settlement in connection with the 
coal strike, why, might it be asked, did not 
the Premier of Q'>e'·nsland do likewi·oe? I 
'\Va ., raJ her an1used to hear the Premier 
pointing ou.t that thosP mf',n were justifi-=-d 
in going on c''rikc~-

The PRE~!!ER : There i• no court of con­
ciliation there. 

Mr. KIRWAN: Just so. 
The PRE:lliER : And none of the resourc"s 

we have in this country. 
Mr. KIRWAN: Quite true; and when the 

men wanted to avail themselves of the privi-

leges of the Arbitration Court, what did the 
han. members sitting behind the Pren:ier 
do? What did members of the Cabmet 
associated with him do? Did they show 
their belief in the principle of arbitration? 
They tried to bring about a sirnil.';Lr con· 
clition of afbirs which the han. gentleman 
says exists in Great Britain at the pre.'.ent 
time, where they have no court such as we 
have here. If the Prime Minister of Great 
Britain and the Prime Minister of New 
Zealand could find time, and did not think 
it ben0ath the dignity of their high office to 
act as mediators in endeavouring to prevent 
a strike, and, when the thing had actually 
occurred, to bring about a settlement of the 
strike I think even the Premier of Queens. 
land, if he had recognised the high rPsponsi­
bilities of his office, and had not been over­
comfl hy a desire to Ehow an absolute par­
tisan spirit, might have made an effort. 

The PREMIER: You are aware I did make 
an effort, are you not? 

Mr. KIRWAN: We were told that the 
Premier said at Rocklea, according to the 
report in the C' curier, that they could " stl w 
in their own juice." 

The PREMIER : The strike committee. 
Mr. KIRWAN: It is no use for the han_ 

gentleman to try and qualify his words now. 
He referred to the strikers in general, and 
he had not time to disabuse the public mind 
of the enormity of his offence on that o<xm­
sion until he- found there was a pos"ibilit~­
of losing the elections over it. The general 
impression is that the men were haulBd out 
on strike by some power that exist,, in the 
Tradtos Hall. I would like to say, as one 
of the delegates who attended both confer­
ences, ti1at the general strike w.as the 
unanimous wish of the unionists of this cit:v-

Mr. MAOROSSAN: Did you join in the wish? 
Mr. KIRWAN: When I come to the ques­

tion of dealing with the particular strike, 
the hon. member will have my views on it. 
The unions decided to come out on strike, 
and when th•'Y decided that they decided for 
these reasons: They recognised that a r<'gi­
ment of the great Australian army of 
unionists was likely to be wiped out. That 
regiment appealed to them for assistance, 
and they said, "Aro you going to see the 
right of combine denied to us? Are you 
going to see our rights as Australian citizens 
trampled on by this Yankee exploit,"·? " 
And if the unions of Brisbane had turned a 
deaf ear to the call for assistance by the 
tramv, ay men, they might just as well, there· 
and then, ha' e di--bandr>d their union'l once 
and for all. During the South Afl;ican war, 
when there appeared a possibility of the 
Union Jack being h~uled down in that p.1rt 
of the British Dominions, what active part 

or interest had the residents of 
[10 p.m.] other parts of the British Do-

minions in the struggle? And 
yet we have hon. gentlemen on tho Tre,,sury 
benchas, and their apologists throughout the 
State of Queensland and the Commonwealth 
of Australia, who said it wa'• the duty of 
every Briti,her, irrf';pective of what part of 
Her Majesty's dominions he resided in, to 
rally to the standard and keep the Union 
Jack flying in South Africa. "My country, 
right or wrong," they said; and we know 
what happened in this city to men who 
dared to ev.:ercise their rights as Britishers, 
and express,ed their opinion about the South 
African war, and those who were responsible 

Mr. K.z.'rwan.] 
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for it. And if it was right for those 
Britishers, whether Australians, Canadians, 
or. whatever part of tho British Empire they 
mrght be resrdent m, to go to South Africa, 
if they thought fit, in order to maintain the 
flying of the Union Jack, then I say the 
unionists of Brif'bane were more than ev<:r 
justified in rallying to the standard and 
keeping the union flag flying. 

OPPOSITIO)! MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. KIRWAN : If any 'argument were re­
quired for the referendum to be passed when 
it is submittcJ to the people agHin, we have 
it in connection with the recent strike. W'nen 
the qwestion was submitted to the country 
before, the Premier and those on his side of 
the Hous" told the people that there were 
ample powers under the State Constitution 
to deal wiLl any question ,arising. And yet 
the s,ame hon. gentleman, during his trip 
down the coast at the bst general election, 
gave as an excu,e in one of the Northern 
towns the rc3eSon why he did not take the 
same action as Mr. Asquith, that, while the 
power of the British HousB of Commons was 
uniimited, the power of the Queensland Par­
liament was limited. Now, when was the 
hen. gentio'nOJn telling the truth-when he 
addressed lhe people during the referendum 
campaign or wh~n he spoke to them during 
the f 1, etion Cil,mpaign? However, at what­
ever time he may have been telling the 
truth, the exact fact' of the position .are 
·plain-that if the referendum had been 
carried it would have facilitated the settle­
m.ent of incll:, t~·ia;l disputes. I may say here, 
wrthout commrttmg myoG!f to approval of 
the measure forecast in the Governor's 
Speech, that if that Bill contains provisions 
that will help in any way to get justice for 
employees or employers, or will help in any 
way to prevent strikes, the strongest advo­
cates .of ~he mc,:tsure will rise in their places 
on th1s s1do of the House. 

OPPOSITION HE?,'BERS: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. KIRWAN: The Premier, in the 

course of his a,ddress, at some length en­
deavoured to prove that the city of Brisbane 
\Va:J in an 0\\ ful stato-in fact, that the con­
dition of aH',,,j,, was so bad that he was com­
pelled to ·:.ire to the Prime Minister of the 
CommOlw,,ealth for .assishnce. We hea!'d a 
great deal about the action of the Prime 
Minister in refusing the military. Now, I 
contend that the Prime Minister was per­
fectly justified; and I am proud to belong 
to a part:· that is rc prc,ented in the Federal 
Parliament, an.:l that the people of Australia 
h,'·::ve c ..til- d upon to administer its national 
affairs-a party which has a Prime Minister 
who was coura~'CJUS enough to stand up and 
rcfus' to send the milibry to Brisb'tne to 
shoot do--Yn workers, their wives, and their 
chi!.Iren. 

OPPOSITION MEMBER3: Hear, hear! 
. Mr .. KIRWAN: As I touch on this ques­

tiOn, It ·nny not be out of place to quote just 
a few opinions-not of Labour men-not of 
Labour support,•rs-but, adopting the atti­
tude of the Premier, I will quote some of 
those good staunch Liberals and their views 
on the action of the Prime Minister. There 
was >a debub in the Federal Parliament last 
N OYPn1ber, \vhcn a ntot:on vva' nwvod in the 
'Senate by Senator Rae. The motion was-

" That, in the opinio::J. of the Senate­
" 1. The Defence Act should be so 

·amendeJ as to clearly set forth that the 

[ .ilf r. ]{ irwan. 

object of creating "' Citizen Defence 
Force based upon universal compulsory 
mili t.ary tDaining and service is for the 
purpose of defending the Commonwealth 
against possible foreign aggression, .and, 
therefore, nnder no circu:nstancas should 
any person so enrolled be compelled to 
be<1r arms ag·ainst any fellow Austmlian 
citizen notwithstanding anything con­
tained in the oath of allegiance or in any 
other conditions of compulsory service. 

"2. That the foregoing r<coluticn be 
conveyed by message to the Honse of 
Representatives for its concurrence." 

During the debate it was point<zd out that 
under the present Constitution the Common­
wealth Executive had no option but to grant 
the miiitary if asked for by the States. 
Senator Clemons, I understand, is one of 
those grand Libc·ral lights in the Senate, 
and in the course of the debate he said-

" Who is to decide what is domestic 
violence? 

"Senator GARDINER: According to 
this section, the decision rests with the 
Executive Government of the State con· 
cerned. 

"Senator CLEMONS: Certainly not. 
The Executive Government of the State 
·may apply to the Commonwealth Go­
vernment for protection, but the latter is 
not bound to comply with the applica· 
tion.'' 

On the next page, 2160, Senator'' Gardiner 
said-

" I believe that this is tl1e very inter­
pretation which, under other conditions, 
our honourable friends opposite would 
put on the section. I believe that it is 
not capable of •any other interpretation, 
except, of course} a strained one. 

" Senator CLEMONS : If you 'ay that, 
you put the Commonw<:calth :Military 
Forces practically •at the caprice of 'a 
State Government. You can imagine a 
State Government saying, "Thi' is 
domestic violenee·"" when it may be 
nothing of the sort. Is the Common­
wealth going to lie t,en to th'1t ?" 

It was pointed oat that the Comlnon'sealth 
Governn1ent 'i-vere not bound to ~· ·nd t1" _, Inili­
tary simply benuse tho ExeoutiYe of any 
State, in ,a panic·stricken moment, saw blood 
and riot where none actualh· existed; and 
when they saw fit, as happened in th" case 
of this Shte, through tlw Govornor of the 
Stato, to shnder law-:.biding Jitizf'P. Now, 
let 1ne quote one of the p-d')er<:: of our city. 
I do not think anyone would accu'e the 
Tele:;ruph of being a LalJour orgo,n; yet 
let me say this for the Brisban·c T,lr7raph­
that though there are m ~ny time 3 "h~n you 
c tnnot agree with its articles or argum~nta 
or its views, still it mak0s an att, mpt to 
l'eason a case out. On ?l.st J unC'", in an 
article on " No Confidence," r·; ferring to the 
motion of c'lnsure in the Federal Parliament, 
the Tel,graph said-

" This motion of censure is primarily 
based on the refm,,l of the Prime Min­
ister to rall out the milii .- ry during that 
lat~ s('di+ious l:riko in Brisbane. The 
Prime Minister he,, lwen supplied with 
an irrefragable answer to the indictment 
now levelled against him. Imm0diately 
on the receipt of the Prin1e Minister's 
refusal, the State Pre:nier almost tri-
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umphantly declai·ed that the military 
v. dre not required to preserve order, 
as he had ample civic forcp·, at 
hand to protect the community, and 
his confidence was well proven by the 
sequel. All that apart, however, th~ 
question ·whether the Comn1onwealth 
Government-Fisher Government, or any 
other Government, does not matter-is 
bound-oonstitutionally bound-on the de· 
mand of a State, to call out the military 
should be finally settled. Most certainly 
that question will not, for it cannot be 
settled by carrying this motion of cen· 
sure on the Fisher Government, for even 
should it be carried it would not set any 
precedent nor establish any constitutional 
interpretation binding on any future Go­
vernment. The assumption in regard to 
sectwn 119 of the Constitution is that 
its terms are mandatory, and not permis, 
sive. That is a very doubtful conten· 
tion. Indeed, it is a contention that 
appears to be absurd. Did the framers 
of the Constitution intend thus abso· 
lutely to geld the executive Government 
of the Commonwealth of all responsi· 
bility? Such a suggestion is grossly ridi· 
culous. Assuming it to be sound, what 
a s·?ries of splendid absurdities may be 
dra · u from it. ·would tho Common· 
wealth Government be obliged on the 
panic call of a defaulting State' Govern· 
1nent, to disperse constitutionalists \Yith 
gatlings and c.walry. Surely the Com· 
monvv~alth 1nust havo discretionary power 
to dectde whether or not any disturbance 
in the State amounts to domestic violence 
likely to lead to wholesale insurrection 
against constituted authority." 

It would thus be seen that there are autho­
rities that ou.n be quoted on the Liberal 
side who view this question dispassionately, 
and who give judgment in favour of the 
stand takBn by the Prime Minister. We 
heard a great deal to-niaht when the 
Premier was speaking about 

0

how he main­
tained law and order. One would imagine 
that an awful state o£ affairs existed in thB 
city of Brisbane. I say that, in the first 
place, the Government broke the law; and 
in the second place, the only persons re: 
sponsible for any disorder were those people 
the Government specially enrolled to pre· 
serve order. 

OPPOSITION J\;:IEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. KIRWAN: The ordinary rights of 

a citizen in the city of Brisbane were prac· 
tically suspended. All those grand privileges 
we hear about that are guaranteed to us, 
not only by the British Constitution but 
also by our own Constitution, were entirelv 
suspended. You could not stand in any o.f 
the leading streets of the city and speak 
a few words to a· friend without being 
movBd on. As v:e know perfectly well, that 
on the Friday and Saturday, if you did not 
move sufficiently fast to satisfv the judg­
ment of some of those special constables, 
they gently tapped the back of your head 
-some of them-with a baton. 

Mr. RYAN: Absolutely. illegal. 

Mr. KIRWAN : It is the first time I 
have known of such powers being exercised 
without first reading the Riot Act. If the 
disorder was of such a character as it is 
said to have been, I cont~nd, if th'e Co· 
vernment were sincere in their desire to 
preserve order, and if they had any respect 
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for the law-abiding citizens of the place, 
they wo.uld have read the Riot Act; and 
then, if the disorder still continued, they 
oould have exercised those powers. But 
nobody would seriously contend that anT 
such disorder existed, or that any such 
violence was at any time attempted, nor is 
there any evidence that such violence was 
going to be resorted to, that the wholesale 
batoning of men, women, and in some in­
stances children, should be resorted to. 
During the election· campaign some of the 
Ministers, and a number of their sup­
porters, actually wept on the public plat­
form when describing the awful harro" ing 
scenes that in their i1nagination existed 
during the terrible time when the city 
was held up by the strike committe<>. 
I ren1embcr roading so1no of their 
speeches about ''* OD:H?n and childr•_'n who 
could not get bread; yet, when tho 
women of Fortitude Valley went to Enever's 
bakery, in Leichhardt street, th~y were 
batQlled. Can the Premier, or any of his 
apologists deny that? I charge the Govern­
ment with taking no action whatever to pre· 
vent dastardly outrages being committed on 
peaceable law-abiqing citizens waiting for 
bread to be baked. The hon. member for 
Barco;O, the uther evening, asked a question 
in connection with a special constable. A 
pPaceable old gentleman was standing talk­
ing to a policeman in uniform near Scott's 
bearding-house in Roma street, when one of 
those specials, for no reason· whatever, drew 
his baton and struck him, and the man 
d10pped! like a log into the water-table. The 
Home Secretary had the audacity to tel] the 
hon. member, in ansv ... ~ering tho question, that 
there was a riot. There was no riot at all. 
Those are the facts ; and I challenge anyone 
on that side to r.,fute thBm. The man was 
let go. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER: 'Wasn't he made 
a C.M.G.? 

Mr. KIRvVAN: It's a wonder he wasn't 
made a C. M.G.; he is just as much en· 
titled to it as some of the rec,mt appoint· 
n1ents. There are men who, in the excite­
ment of the moment, and to express their 
diszuct and difference of opinion regarding 
men who had taken th£>ir positions, used the 
word "scab" ; but. let us rBmember that 
Juring the by-election not very long ago, at 
Rc~ewood, the Premier oi the State of 
(~ueensland used the word " scab" on a. 
public platform. 

The PREMIER : In reply to. an interjec­
tion. 

Mr. KIRWAN: And he embellished it 
with an adjective to make it more expres-sive 
of his fwolings. Men who used that word 
during thB late industrial upheaval were 
hauled before ihe magistrate, and fined 
heavily; but when a special constable 
batoned an unoffending citizen the Govern­
ment made no attempt to preserve law and 
order. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: The special was 
sacked. What more do you want? 

Mr. KIRWAN: Reference has been Jnade 
to the strike of railway men. I would like 
to say a few words in connection with that 
matter; and would like to place the fads 
of that strike of railway men before the 
House. And I shall have something to say 
afterwards about the attitude of th'' Govern. 
ment towards the railway men who went out 
on strike. The facts, briefly summarised, 
are that it was· intended to wait upon the 
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Commissioner for Railways on the Monday 
morning previous to the general strike, in 
order to discuss with him the question of the 
supply of coal to Mr. Badger. The Com­
missioner was not in Brisbane, but the 
Deputy Commis,ioner expressed a wish to 
meet certain representatives of certain rail­
way organisations, and have a chat with 
them. Accordingly, representatives of the 
Engine Drivers' Association, Firemen and 
Cloaners' Association, a section of the 
guards-not the Guards' Association­
and the Queensland United Railway 
Employees' As:cociation, formed a depu­
tation and waited upo,11 the Deputy Com­
mississioner, :\lr. Pagan, and discusood with 
him the question as to how the strike 
wa& likely to affect the railway men. lt 
was pointed out to Mr. Pagan that the feel­
ing was pretty strong among railway men 
that if the question reached an acute stage­
that is, if a general strike eventuated-the 
men who were unionists could not go back 
on their mates, but would assist them to try 
to effect a stoppage of the supply of coal as 
far as Mr. Badger was concerned. After 
the representatives had spoken, the Deputy 
Commissioner intimated that he was not 
prepared to give a decision just then, as it 
was a matter of very serious import, but 
Mid he would give a decision next day. We 
wei)t to him the next day, and received his 
decision, which, summarised, was that he 
was a common carrier, that he had entered 
into certain contracts, and that he would 
have to fulfil those contracts. In conclusion, 
he said he would not ask any railway man 
to shunt or haul coal that was loaded after 
6 o'clock that evening. That was on the 
Tuesday, and the general stdke eve!ltuated 
at 6 o'clock that day. The Deputy Com­
missioner further stated that coal on wheels 
up to that hour would have to be drawn 
by drivers or shunted by shunters. One oi 
the representative'' present of the Engine 
Drivers, Firemen, and Cleaners' Association 
said he could pledge his association to 
loyally accept the decision; the representa­
tive of the guards spoke in a similar 
strain. Mr. Hanlon, a shunter at Roma street, 
and myself as the representative of the 
United Railway Employees' Association, inti­
mated that we could not pledge our associa­
tions, but that we would lay the Deputy 
Commissio.ner's 1answer before our associa­
tion at a special meeting which had been 
convened for that night, and would after­
wards convey the decision of the members 
to Mr. Pagan. A mass meeting was held 
that night in the Protestant Hall, and the 
question was fully thrashed out. Various 
statements were made during the strike as 
to how the railway men came out. One 
statement was that a lot of men who were 
not in the railway got into the meeting and 
voted in favour of the strike. I give that 
statement an emphatic contradiction. It 
was also said that a number of lad porters 
were responsible for the strike. That is 
e,qually untrue. The whole question was 
fairly lai-d before the members. •I gave mv 
pledge to the Deputy Commissioner that I 
would lay the facts before the meeting, and 
I think I carried ont that pledge faithfullv. 
I laid the full facts before the meeting, and 
some men present thought I did not speak as 
I ought to have spoken, but I recognised 
the responsibility which rested upon my 
sh<;ulders, and pointe? out that to go on 
strike was a very serious matter and that 
they had to consider that a number' in the hall 
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who were in favour of the strike were not 
unionists I further pointed out that they 
were Go~ernment employees, and, knowing 
the Government as I did, I warned them 
that if they went on strike they must be 
prepared for the worst. Any man who says 
that the railway men were misled, or that 
they went out under a d-elusiOn, sta •. es what 
is not true. Every man in that room that 
night knew perfectly veil why they were 
going on strike. I appealed to then~ as a 
body of men to decide accordmg to. the1r own 
conscience, whether they would stJC1ke or not, 
and said " Once you come out 1n a body, 
stand sh~ulder to shoulder in the fight." 
The men decided to go on strike. Out of 
that large meeting of nearly 500, only twelve 
voted against the motion; and let me say 
to their credit that those twelve came out 
with their mates, and some of them are 
victimised to-day. What action did the 
Government take in connection with the 
railway men after the general strike was 
over? After a lot of serious consideration, 
they decided to aprJoint a Board of Inquiry. 
I contend that the reasons given for the 
appointment of that Board of Inquiry are 
mere subterfuges. That Board of Inquiry, 
to my mind, was brought into existence for 
no other reason than to humiliate the men. 
If you will only look at some of the questions 
which were put to some of the men, and note 
how the men who stood up in front of the 
board and told the truth, and did not liP, 
have been victimised for their manhood, you 
will see evidence of my statement. If the 
men had gone into that room, and Paid, "I 
am prepared to obey the regulations; I won't 
strike again; I am sorry I had anything 
to do with the strike; I believe the Trades 
Hall people were responsible for the strike," 
and if they had mentioned certain leaders 
of the strike and denounced them, those men 
would have been put on again. But because 
they asserted their manhood they have been 
victimised-the Railwa:· Department has no 
room for those men. Let me say here that 
those who stand for the principles of man­
hood, and who say they are prepared to do 
a certain thing again because they believe 
it is right, are th0 men who will render the 
best service to the Commissioner and th0 
travelling public. I should like to know 
from the Minister for Railways how the work 
of the highly-paid officials who constituted 
that board was done while they were holding 
the inquiry. They were away from their 
posts for a fortnight, and yet apparently 
their work in the Department was done as 
well as when they were present, or perhaps 
better. If those men co11ld be spa1·cd for a 
fortnight, what constitutes their work in the 
Department? If they could be spared for 
a fortnight to cross-quc>tion and humiliate 
men, I think their services should be dis­
pensed with altogether. Speaking as one 
among the humbler ranks of railway em­
ployees, I may say that if one of my staff 
was absent through illness. I was compelled 
to get a man to take his place ; but ap­
parently these highly-paid officials can 
absent themselves from their reJ\ponsible 
offices for a full fortnight in order to con­
duct a partial inquil'y, and their work goes 
on as well as if they are at their posts. At 
any rate, I have not heard of any trouble 
while they were sitting as a Board of In­
quiry. Who is responsible for what has 
taken place in connection with that inquiry? 
Is it the Minist"r or tho Cabin<et 0r the 
Commissioner? Who is responsible for the 
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fact that any man who gave straightforward 
"E!vidence at the inquiry has not been again 
employed by the departm<mt? I should be 
sor.ry from my place here to attack any 
official who cannot defend himself. As 
far as Mr. Evans, the Commissioner, is 
concerned, the general opinion in the railway 

service was that he was an official 
[10.30 p.m.] who was prepared to give a 

fair deal to the rank and file of 
the service. Whether he is responsible for 
this or not, I cannot say. I should be sorry 
to think that he is, but some of these railway 
men to-day are walking the streets of Bris­
bane, unable to get a day's work, simply 
because they asserted their manhood, and 
decided to come out and stand to their mates 
and try and keep the flag of unionism 
flying. I want some of the Ministers to rise 
in their place and justify this system of slow 
starvation that is the result of this vin­
dictive policy of victimisation that they have 
instituted as far as these men are concerned. 
How have they treated the men who have 
gone back,, men with a first-class record and 
long service? They have made them start 
at the bottom of the ladder. What is worse, 
there are some partisan officials in this 
department. 'I'he day of reckoning will 
come-the Liberals will not always occupy 
the Treasury benches. 

Mr. BoUCHARD: Victimisation ! 
An OPPOSITION MEMBER : R· tribution. 
Mr. KIRWAN: Someone calls out " Victi­

misation." I do not stand as an advocate 
of victimisation-I do not believe in it; but 
if these officials bBlieve in this vindictive 
policy that they arB carrying out-whether it 
is under the instructions of the Minister or 
the Commissioner or the Cabinet, I do not 
know-If they gBt a do!'B of their own medi­
cine thev would have very little reason to 
complaiti. I hope that such will not be done. 
I am appealini 'Jll behalf of the men who 
have gone back, and I ask this Government 
it they have any feeling at all--

Mr. BowMAN: Any " bowels of com­
passion.'' 

Mr. KIRWAN: If they .B.re not absolute 
hypocrites, and if all their talk about starving 
women and children is sincere, to give the 
men a fair deal. I believe the Treasurer 
shed crocodile tears on the platform at 
Bulimba about the women and children who 
could not get bread, ana yet his Govern­
ment by their vindictive action is depriving 
these women and children of the ordinary 
necessities of life. I would also like to 
point out that the general public are suffer­
ing through this poli"Y· The majority of the 
staff that worked with me at the Central 
Station are back in the Railway Department. 
Some are in the goods-shed, others are 
scattered at Toowoomba, Dalby, and other 
places. It was generally admitted that 
previous to the strike the staff at the Central 
Station was efficient, and that the work was 
carried out satisfactorily. At the, present 
time these men are not being put back at the 
station, although it would not mean displac­
ing anyone else; it would be no injustice to 
the loyalists. The department has even gone 
to the extent of victimising the loyalists in 
its desire to carry out this vendetta against 
the men who went out on strike. 'I'hey have 
brought men from Dalby, Warwick, Too­
woomba, Gympie, and Maryborough to Bris­
bane to fill the men's places, and dragged 
them away. from their homes and families. 
The position is now that these men could be 
sent back. I know of one instance in which 

a striker in Brisbane wants to get back 
to a certain place this side of Ipswich .. Th~re 
is a loyalist there, and it would. smt !J.Im 
to bB rut Brisbane, because his family resides 
here, but the department will not grant .an 
exchange, simply because they would be domg 
a favour to a striker. Does the Minister 
know that this is done? If he is not a. ware 
of it, it is time he inquired _into some of 
the working which is going on m the depart­
ment. During my period at the Central 
Station I endBavoured to get a staff which 
would be quite sufficient. Brisb'' ne Central 
Station is the only place in the Common­
wealth where you see lad porters doing 
men's work and getting boys' wages. The 
whole plan of the Central Station is a dis­
grace to the Government. If the Sydney 
mail train comes in on an evening on which 
it is raining, and there is an extra coach on 
the train, you have all the luggage bundled 
out, an? the passengers stand in the rain to 
get their luggage. 

Mr. WHITE: Shocking! 

Mr. KIRWAN: If a certain number of 
strikers who went out at the Central Station 
could do the work, I want to know why the 
same number cannot do it at the present 
time, and whv ,,n extra staff has to be 
employed? Taking it altogether, I think the 
Railway Department could do with a very 
good overhaul. The hon. member for 
Dre,yton argued that there should be some 
decrease in the freights consequent on the 
increase in the rail way revenue. I say that 
the railway men of Queensland are the most 
efficient staff in the Commonwealth, and they 
are the worst paid, and there is not a bigger 
sweating institution in Queensland than the 
Railway Department. The men who do the 
work do not get the pay, and there are lads 
doing men's work only earning from 18s. to 
£1 5s. a week. There are lads in the parcels 
office at the Central Station getting less than 
£100 a year, doing work the responsibility in 
connection with which should entitle them to 
a much larger salary. But if the railway 
men of Queensland are not prepared to make 
some determined move in the shape of 
unionism, then their present conditions, as 
far as "ages and hours are conc,erned, will 
continue. I might finish up my referenoe to 
railway matters by asking the Minister to 
observe the conditions nnder which the 
women have got to work in the carriage-she?. 
The conditions therB are an absolute dls­
gracc, and I challenge th~ han. gentleman 
at the head of the Railway Department to 
produce a doctor's certificate to show that 
these women arB working under humane and 
proper conditions. Medical testimony can 
be produced to show that these women are 
suffering from various sicknesses, all brought 
about by the filthy, dirty, and insanitary 
conditions surrounding that shed. The hon. 
member for Murilla stated that a large 
number of those who took part in the pro­
cessions never did a day's work. The inter­
jt'lction is characteristic of the hon. member 
and of the party he is supporting, as they 
are never tired of slandering the workers. 
The majority of the men who took part in 
the processions were honest and industrious 
workers, and it ill becomes the hon. member 
for Murilla to slander such men. If he 
repeated such a slander outside he might be 
sorry for it. 

Mr. BoWMAN: They would slander him. 
Mr. MoRGAN: I did say it on the public 

platform outside. 
Mr. BowMAN: You said it in the dark. 

Mr. Kirwan.] 
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Mr. KIRWAN : The Premier m his re­
me"rltB wished to infer that the transport 
workers of Sydney were no\ in favour of the 
Bdsbane strike, and would not assist the 
strike in any way. I remember the Premier 
making a declaration that he was going to 
open the port of Brisbane, but by his :wtion 
he closed the port more effectually than the 
strike committee could have done. When 
the transport workers of Sydney became 
aware of the actual facts of the Brisbane 
strike, they decided to render assistance, and 
they gave it in this way: When a ship 
arrived in Sydney from Brisbane and it was 
found that it was loaded by free labour, it 
was hung up in the harbour, as the transport 
workers would not touch it. That was how 
they helped the Brisbane strike. The posi­
tion became so acute that the shipping com­
panies in Brisbane would not take cargo for 
Sydney. 

Mr. CoYNE: There is no such organisation 
ao the Transport Workers' Federation. 

Mr. KIRWAN: I am glad of that inter­
jection. It shows that it was a movemel).t 
on the part of our opponents to down the 
Brisbane strike. While I admit that the 
strike did a certain amount of harm to the 
party, and while I admit that we gave our 
opponents a weapon to use and enable them 
to carry on a campaign of misrepresentation 
and mendacity unequalled or unheard of in 
any political struggle previously, and en­
abled them to beat us in the country; still, 
in the commercial centre of Brisbane, where 
the strike took place, where the strike was 
well known, where we were told that the 
shops were hung up and the women and· 
children were crying for bread after all the 
terrible acts of violence that were supposed 
to have been committed, we returned a 
striker as member. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. KIRWAN: It wa« none of my seek­
ing to try to g<:t into Parliament. I wanted 
to go back to my job in the Railway Depart­
ment, as I had no desire to seek political 
honours. Bnt when I found I was victimised 
and refused permission to re-enter the ser­
vice, although my record was a first-class 
one, as the Commissioner himself could 
testify if h0 liked, as I did my duty to the 
Commissioner and to the travelling public­
when, therefore, a body of workers asked 
me to stand, I acceded to their request, 
never thinking that I was going to be suc­
cessful, and that I would be returned as their 
representative. However, I am here, and 
I holE' I shall do nothing nor ·~av anytl1ino· 
during the course of my career in thi~ 
Asse:nbly thnt will bring discredit on my­
'clf. On all occasions I will do my best to 
uphold the best traditions of this House. 
(Hea_r, hear!) Although I may express my 
opm10ns fearlessly and most unmistakably 
an~ resen-e my right to criticise strongly th~ 
actiOns of my opponents on the Treasury 
benches according to th!l rights and privi­
leges of this House, I hope I will do nothing 
to bring discredit on myself. (Hear, hear!) 

Mr. GRAYSON (Cunningham): I beg to 
move the adjournment of the debate. 

Question put and passed. The resumption 
<,?f the debate was made an Oriler of the Day 
tor to-morrow. 

The House adiourned at twelve minutes 
to 11 o'clock. -

[Jf r. If inoarr:: 

Questions. 




