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2 Election of Speaker.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Tuvespay, 2 Jury, 1912,

MEETING OF PARLIAMENT.

The House met at 12 o’clock this day, pur-
suant to proclamation, and shortly afterwards
proceeded to thé Legislative Council Cham-
ber for the purpose of hearing the Commis-
sicn summoning Parliament read.

On its return,

The CrERx read a Commission, under the
hand of His Excellency the Governor, author-
ising the Honourable D. F. Denham, the
Honourable W. FI. Barnes, and the Honour-
able J. G. Appel to administer the oath or
affirmation of allegiance to members elect.

The Crerx having read the list of members
elected, as endorsed on the writs which had
been returned, the members present took the
oath or affirmation of allegiance and sub-
seribed the roll.

The members absent were—Hon. J. W.
Blair (Ipswich), Mr. Bouchard (South Bris-
bane), Mr. Fox (Normanby), Hon. R. Philp
(Zownsville), and Lieut.-Colonel Rankin
(Burrum).

ELECTION OF SPEAKER.

Mr. BOOKER (Wide Bay): Mr. 2’Court,—
I have very great pleasure in nominating
Mr. William Drayton Armstrong, member
for Lockyer, as Speaker of this House. In
submitting this nomination I have every con-
fidence in the judgment of hon. members
who sat in the last Parliament, as I am
quite certain that they are with me when

I say Mr. Armstrong filled the position of-

Speaker with credit to himself and honour
to the Assembly.

GQVERNMENT MEMBERS :
Opposition laughter.

[Hon. Sir-4. Morgan.

Hear, hear! and

[ASSEMBLY]

Election of Speaker.

Mr. BOOKER: The gentleman whom E
have the pleasure to nominate is a man of
culture and of the highest integrity; his
conduct in the chair has been courteous to:
hon. members on both sides of the House and
heipful to hon. members who needed help,
and his decisions were absclutely impartial.

GoverNMENT Mzaussrs: Hear, hear! and
Opposition laughter.

Mr. BOOKER: These qualifications pecu-
liarly fit the hon. member for Lockyer to
be the Speaker of this Assembly, and L
now formally move that Mr. William Dray-
ton Armstrong do take the chair of the
House as Speaker.

My, WHITE (Musgrave): I have much:
pleasure in seconding the proposition so ably,
50 clearly, and so shortly put before the
House by the hon. member for Wide Bay.
Of Mr” Armstrong’s fitness for the office of
Speaker the House has had some experience.
By long service, by education, by experi-
ence, and by his knowledge of the Standing
Orders he is well qualified to fill the position
for which he has been nominated, and I am
quite sure that during the session he will be
as courteous to members as he has been in
the past, and as kindly sympathetic with
those members who now sit in the House for
the first time as he showed himself to be
in the last Parliament. I have always re-
spected his decisions as Speaker. Only on
one occasion did I vote

Mr. BarpeR: Only one? (Laughter.)

My. WHITE: Only on one occasion did
I vote against the decision of Mr. Arm-
strong as Speaker, and that vote I sincerely
regretted; not because I thought I was
wrong, but because I am quite sure that the
Speaker gave his decision according to the
Standing Orders, and it is by the Standing
Orders that the procedure of this House is
governad. I have very little more to say in
support of the proposition submitied by the
hon. member for Wide Bay. We do not
want to take up the time of the House in
discussing this matter. Mr. Armstrong pos-
sesses the qualities necessary in a Speaker;
his impartial decisions I respect, even whon
they are against me, and I believe that those
impartial decisions commend themselves to
all parties in the House.

Mr. HARDACRE (Leichhardt): 1 have
much pleasure in proposing that Mr. James
Forsyth do take the chair of the House as
Speaker.

OrpositioN MeMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. HARDACRE: Mr. Forsyth is one of
the oldest and most respected members of
the House; he has a good knowledge of the
Standing Orders and of the practice and pro-
cedure of Parliamens$, which will enable him
to give just decisions. From what we know
of Mr. Forsyth we may feel sure that no
matter what his political opinions may be,
he will give just and impartial decisions 1
the chair—decisions which will be fair to
both sides of the House. The hon. member
is well fitted by his general ability, his in-
telligence, and his character for the highest
position of honour and dignity that this
House can confer, and for those reasons I
have much pleasure in moving that Mr.
James Forsyth do take the chair of the
House as Speaker.

Mr. FORSYTH (Murrumba): The pro-
posal of the hon. member for Leichhardt
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has come upon me as a surprise, as I had
not the slightest idea that my friend had
any intention of proposing me for the posi-
tion of Spcaker of this House. While I
thank the hon. member very much for the
very kind expressions which he has used
with regard to myseclf, I have to say that
I could not accept the position, even “if the
House gave me a majority in this election.
I therefors hope that the hon. member will
not press the nomination; I could not accept
the position.
GOVERSMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. THEODORE (Chillagoe): T regref
that Mr. IForsyth has declined nomination
for the office of Speaker. I feel sure that
had he allowed his name to be submitted
hz would have been elected by a substantial
majority in preference to the gentleman vwho
has been nominated for the position. How-
ever, as the hon. member has declined nomi-
nation, I beg to move that the words “ Wil-
liam Dlayton Armstrong ” in the nomination
be omitted with the view of inserting the
words ‘‘John White.” (Laughter.) Mr.
White has certain qualifications which fit
him for this position; in fact, infinitely more

qualifications than arc possessed by the gen-.

tleman nominated by the hon. member for
Wide Bay. In a matter of this sort we
should as far as possible sink party con-
siderations. We understood last session that
the Standing Orders were amended with re-
gard to the procedure in connection with
the election of Speaker in order to enable
members to sink party differences as much
as possible when dealing with that matter.
I thirk this party—speaking personally, any-
how, T have the greatest desire that party
influences and prejudices should be eliminated
as far as the election of Speaker is con-
cerned. For that rcason I desire to see
elected a membor who has a good claim to
the position, by reason of hlS acquaintance
with the Standing Orders, and is tempera-
mentally fitted to fill the posmon Therefore,
I have much pleasure in nominating Mr.
John White.

My, WHITE (Mergravs) : 1 siz C"'roly thank
the hon. member for Chillagoe for the very
nico ¥ in which he has put my name
Lofore the heu. members in nominating me

hi i position that can hw offered
but I sincerely rﬁgvot that

to & m smber ;
my business connections will net permit me
to accept the position so kindly offered by
the othrr side.

Mr. Bampza:
blush !

Mr. HAMILTON (Gregory): As both the
members on the other side who have been
nominated by this side have refused to
accept nomination, it devolves upon us to
make anocther nomination. Last year, when
the Standing Orders were altered so as to
allow the Speaker to be elected by exhaust-
ive ballot, it was thought that party con-
siderations would be climinated; but it is
quite evident now that party feeling has not
been obliterated. It is evident that the gen-
tlemen nominated on the other side are not
free to accept the position.

Mr. ForsyTH: Absolutely not true as far
as I am concerned.

Mr. HAMILTON : I can endorse the hon.
member’s statement that he was not com-
municated with previously. He was not ap-
proached on the subject; and had there been
any intention on the other side of not making

Don’t blush, John; don’t

[2 Jouv.]
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it a party matter, perhaps things would
have been different; but as it has boe
deemed necessary on the other side to make
it a party question, and as the Governmom
have made 1t a party question, I have much
pleasure in submitting the name of Mr.
Herbart Freemont ha,rddcre, member for
Leichhardt.  Mr. Hardacre is one of the
cldest members of the House. I am sure he
has the good will of every member in the
House.

HoxNouRrasLz MuuBERS : Hear,

Mr. HAMILTON: And I am certain from
his knowledge of the Standing Orders, from
his capacity, his temperament, and in every
other respect, he is eminently fitted to ocrupy
the position of Speaker of this Assembly.
We want to show.that we do not appr oach
the matter from a party point of view;
and we would have been willing to accept
a second nomination {rom the other side;
but the hands. of members on the other side
are tied—(Government laughter)—and those
nominated by us are not allowed to aces Dt
the nommahon therefore we have fo nomi-
nate a member on this side. Though the
other side are bound and shackled, we are
not—(renewed Government laqghtel) and I
have much pleasure in nomlnatmg Mr. Her-
bert Freemont Hardacre for the peuition of
Epeaker of thg Legislative  Assembly of
Queensland.

* Mr. HUNTER

much pleasurs

hear !

(Maranocs): I have very
in seconding the nomination
of Mr. Hardacre s Speaker of this As-
sembly. I deep]y regret, however, that the
election of Speaker has been forced into the
channel of party proeeedings. I had hoped,
and I think it was the d=sire of our party,
that the eleetion of Speaker under the new
Standing Orders woild have had no sem-
blance of party spirit, but that an attempt
would have besn mede to appoint the best
and most capable member to oceupy the posi-
tion— o1 with suitable temperament and
gualifications, who woald give to the As-
bembl impartial treatment. I have nothing
to say against Mr. Armstrong outside his
position as Speaker. We ave not dealing with
him m his p capuseity.  His courtesy
nobody questions; but impartiality was not
a marked feature of his actions in the chair
during last Parliament.

MMr. Booxer: Oh, yes!

Mr. HUNTER: For that reason it is re-
grettable that the Government should force
the House to wrncept a gentleman of that
description. The gentleman who nominated
Mr. Armshong says it is mot so. ~ What
better evidence could you get that it is a
purely party 1natter than the fact that two
nominations of Government supporters have
been made by members on this side and both
have been declined?

Mr. FomsyrH: It is absolutely untrue all
the same.

Mr. HUNTER: What has happened? At
a caucus of the Government party it was
decided to stand by the Speaker appointed
last session, and neither the hon. member
for Musgrave nor the hon. member for Mur-
rumba dared to accept nomination. Mem-
bers opposite are bound hand and foot.
(Government laughter.) The party stand
pledged to the late Speaker, no matter how
he treated this Assembly last session; and
it is the business of the party in opposition
to try and get the fairest and most just
man they can for the position, beeause they

M. Hynter.]
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suffer more than any other party when there
is a partizl Speakel in the chair. While
I la.ve.much pleasure in supporting the
nomination of Mr. Hardacre, I regret that
we have been driven to take up this posi-
tion on ascount of the Government having
made the election of Speaker a party matter.

Mr. MURPHY (“ropdon): When the
Standing Orders were being considered some
time ago, I think I pointed out to the House
that the mere fact of having a secret bal‘ot
would not alter to any great extent the elec-
tion of Speaker. I said that the party which
won the electlon —whether it was the Liberal
party or the Lubour party—would select a
Speaker from their own side; and to-day
we find that the Government party has
selected the gentleman who was Speaker in
the last Parvliament for the pos ition during
this Parliament. And we know perfectly
well, though we are proposiitg {o go to a
secret ballob on the quostion, when the num-
bers go up Mr. Armstrong will be elected.
And if the Labour party had won the elec-
tion, Mr. Hardacre would probably have
been the chosen one. From my knowledge
of Mr. Hardacre, I think he would fill the
position of Speaker very creditably. I said
that when he was proposad for the position
last Parliament, and I voted for him; and
having voted for Mr. Hardacre on that oeca-
sion, believing him to be a good man for
the pos1t10n T intend to vote for Mr. Hard-
acre to-day.
Armsirong is concerned——

Mr. WaITE: Is that what your caucus
decided ?
Mr. MURPHY : Yes. (Laughter.) I may

tell yvou that there was a caucus of the Inde-
pendent party.

Mr. Huxnter: There is no split in your
party. (Laughter )

My, MURPHY: No. . I survived the
ordeal, but some of my colleagues at the last
election did not wsurvive the ordsal. In
every battle there have to be some casusl-
ties: and some of the mambers of the Labour
party, as vrell as members of the Indepcn-
dent party—iuncluding, I am sorry fo say,
my friend John Mann-—weire beaten. But
when you o to the country ochbod, who
s a seat i3 not going to get olected.
3 a hundred to oue awam;t me when
into the Bk aug Hut
i red the ordeal, and T am hare Ju
\xalt to say that, so fer as Mr. ulmst‘onw
is concerned-—alihough I supvose I came into
conflict with that geutleran as much as any-
body in the House—that Parliament the
hon. gentleman, I think, behaved very cradit-
ably in the position.

GovERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear,

Mr. MURPHY: Yes, I think we are en-
titled to give credit where credit is due. I
know this: that the hon. gentleman g
decision in connection with the Invis
way Bill, in which he went against the Go-
vernment. He pointed out that it was a pri-
vate Bill, and stuck to his guns.

Mr. Hamuron: That did not matter to
the Government.

Mr. MURPHY: Well, the Government
forees rallied up, and they altered the de-
cision of the Speaker. I say that last ses-
sion Mr. Armstrong carried out the duties
of Speaker in a very creditable way.

My, WHitE: Why not vote for him?
[Mr. Hunter,

v

Liear!

[ASSEMBLY.]

All the same, as far as Mr.*
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Mr. MURPHY: No, because party go-
vernment comes in. (Laughter.) I am sitting
on the Opposition side of the House, and a
genileman is nominated from the Opposition
s.dﬂ and a¢ one who is sitting in opposition
I think it is my duty to vote for the Oppo-
sition candidate. LLt I can tell the Oppo-
sition candidate that he is going to get badly
beaten. (Laughter.)

Mr. HUNTER: You ware not at the caucus,
were you?

My. MURPHY: No, I wus not at the
caucus, and I was not at the hon. gentle-
man’s caucus either; I was at a caucus of
my own. (Laughter.) We might just as well
realise that it would probably be better for
Queensland and for Australia if party go-
vernment was wiped out altogether—

‘“When none were for a party,
But all were for the State.”

Then possibly we might be able to select
the best man in the House for the Speaker-
ship. It might not be the gift of any par-
ticular party, it might be the gift of the
members of the House selecting the man
most fitted for the position.

AN HONOURABLE MEMBER :
done?

Mr. MURPHY : It can be done. You will
find after this vote has been taken, that it
is the man who has been nominated from
the side of the big battalions who is going
to get elected.

AN OppostrioN MEeMBER: It will not be the
Lest man.

Mr. MURPHY : It may not be the best
man, but under the system of party govern-
ment the man whom that party selects is
going to be appointed. I pointed out while
we were considering those Standing Orders
that the very position which has arisen
to-day could not be avoided, although we
were going to so much trouble to alter the
‘Standinc Orders.

At 1.15 p.m.,

The CLERK said : If no other hon. member
wishes to speak, I shall now put the ques-
tion—"“That Mr. William Drayton Armstrong
do take the chair of the House as Speaker.”
As hon. members take the ballot-papers they
will notice that a cross has to be made
against the name of the member for whom
they wish to vote.

How can it be

The division bell was then rung for two
tinutes, the bar was closed, and each mem-
ber advanced to the table and placed his
vote in the ballot-box.

At 1.22 p.m.,

The CrERK asked if all hon. members had
returned their ballot-papers?

HoNoURrABLE MEMBERS: Yes, yes!

The CLERX thereupon opened the ballot-
box, and having counted the votes, with the

aid of the Clerk Assistant (Mr. C. A. Ber-
nays), said the voting was—

Mr., AruMgTRONG ... 41

Mr. HARDACRE .. 24

He therefore declared Mr. Armstrong duly
elected, amid Government cheers.

Mr. HuNTER : Have you counted the absent
votes?



Adjournment. [3 Jouy.]

Hox. W. D. ARMSTRONG (Lockyer),
speaking from his place, then said: Mr.
a’Court,—I wish to thank the proposer and
seconder of my nomination for the Speaker-
ship of the House for their kind expressions
towards myself, and I also thank hon. mem-
bevs for the way in which they have sup-
ported my nomination. I am not unac-
quainted with the duties of the position. I
am conscious also fhat I possess 1mpextec
tions, but, hon. members, I will do my bes
I now beg to submit myself to the pleasure
of the House.

HoxovrasLe MEeMBERS: Hear, hear!

The Srex
the chair hy

{ER-ELECT was then conducted to
Mr., Booker and Mr. White.

The SP JAKER, speaking from the diis,
then d: 1 wish to thank hon. members
for having elected me to the high. rcspons-
ible, and honourable position of Speaker of
this House. To the utmost of my ability I
shail erdeavour te «discharge the -dumes of
the office with strict impartiality, and I ask
members tc give me that gonerous

G sary to maintain the high
wed by omy o ors and
is the Spealwv' of the
AE~ mbly of (rens apd

Hoxour e Meusers: IHear, hear!

ECRETARY FTOR AGRICULTURE:
rf‘onm Tesweomba): T am  de-
4‘ B ow)pormm+ of congratu-
. Speaker, on the high diu-
heen conferred upon 3
cxpres sed 50"1'
ted as Speuaker
pleasure st be
‘*(mn’maf\(' to- dav, when, after twelve
e of vour adminizivation of
hon. members have
= fit to clect vou to the high posi-
’rlo then conferred upon you. My long) asso-
with you, dating back from my ohild-
d, lem rie to believe thut, as in the
s in the futurs, your conduct in the
chair m‘l e such as to win the approval
of this Ilouse by the Hn')arhah‘" of your
ings with it, and by the courtesy and
onsideration which you have always shown
{0 hon. mambers; and T have no doubt that
vour courtesy and consideration to hon. mem-
bers will win the approval and approbation
of the country. I have very much pleasure
indeoed in congratulating you and ths Cham-
ber upon your election to the hign office of
Speaker.

GovERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

The PREMIER (Hon. D. F. Denham,
Oxley): I have to announce to the House
that I have ascertained from His Excellency
that he will be pleased to recsive the
Speaker-elect in the Council Chamber,
Tixecative Buildings, at 11.40 a.m. to-morrow.

ADJOURNMENT.

The PREMIER: I beg to move that the
House, at its rising, do adjourn tili 11.30
a.m. to-morrow.

Question put and passed.

The House adjourned at thirty-five minutes
past 1 o’clock.

Governor’s Opening Speech.





