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2804  Dairy Produce, Etc., Bill.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Monbay, 11 DrcEMBER, 1911,

The SpEaxer (Hon. W. D. Armstrong,
Lockyer) took the chair at half-past 3 o clock.

QUESTIONS.
STGAR-MILL ON INKERMAN ESTATE.

Mr. THEODORE (Woothakata), for Mr.
Ferricks (Bowen), asked the Secretary for
Public Lands—

“ 1. Has his attention been called to a state-
ment alleged by the North Queensland Register,
of 4th December, to have been made by Mr,
John Drysdale, that there is nothing in his
agreement with the Government relative to the
recently purchased Inkerman Estate compelling
him to erect a sugar-mill?

2. Will he compare that statement with
the copy of the agreement, as printed in the
report of the Under Secretary for Public Lands
under the Closer Settlement Act of 1906°?

“8. Does not Mr. Drysdale’s statement (if
correct) justify the erection by the Govern-
ment of a central mill at Jarvisfield ?

“4. Will he recommend to his colleagues
the erection of a central mill at Inkerman to
ensure to canegrowers a reasonable price for
their cane? ”

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. B, H. Macartney, Toowong) replied—

“1. I have read what purports to be a report
of evidence given before the Commonwealth
Sugar Commission by Mr. John Drysdale in
which such a statement appears.

2. Buch statement, if made or intended, is
not in accord with the terms of the agreement
which provides for the erection by Mr. Drys-
dale, or his firm, of a mill and for the com-
mencement of the erection thereof before the
Ist January, 1912,

“38 and 4. See 1 and 2.”

BRANCH RAILWAY TO MOUNT MULLIGAN.
Mr, MANN (Cairns) asked the Secretary
for Railways, without notice—

“Is it the intention of the Government this
session to table the plan and specification of @,
ruilway to Mount Mulligun? ”

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. W. T. Paget, Mackay) replied—

“ It is not the intention of the Government ‘to
table any plan this session for the building of

a railway from Dimbulah to Mount Mulligan -

owing to the absence of satisfactory inlornia—
tion with respect to the value of the cowl
measures at Mount Mulligan.”

REPORT OF PRINTING COMMITTEE.

Mr. STODART (Logan): On_behalf of Mr.
Speaker, as chairman, I beg {o present the
second report of the Printing Committee,
and move that it be printed.

Question put and passed.

DAIRY PRODUCE ACTS AMENDMENT
BILL.

THIRD READING,

On the motipn of the SECRETARY FOR.
AGRICULTURE (Hon. J. Tolmie, Draytore
and Toowoomba), this Bill was read a third
time, and ordered to be transmitted to the
Council, by message in the usual form.

[ASSEMBLY.] Rabbit Boards, Etc., Bill.

AGRICULTURAL BANK ACTS AMEND-
MENT BILL.

CoNSIDERATION oF COUNCIL’S AMENDMENTS—
COMMITTEE,

Clause 2—“ Amendment of saction 27—

On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR
AGRICULTURE, the Council’s amendments,.
substituting the word ‘‘leases” for ‘‘lease,”’
in line 3, and inserting the word ““of” after
the words ¢ Part VIIL.,” in the same line,
were agreed to.

On  clause
20)’_

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
moved that the Council’s amendment, insert-
ing the word ‘‘pounds” after the word
“a-half,” in line 40, be agreed to.

Mr. LENNON: It seemed to him that it
was hypercritical on the part of the Council
to. make this amendment. The phrases two
and a-half per centum’ and ‘“five per centum’
were well understood by the general public.
But he supposed that the members of the
Upper House desired to show their superior
knowledge in this matter, ’ .

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: It Is
much easier to accept it than to send it back.

Question put and passed.

On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR
AGRICULTURE, the amendment of the
Council substituting the words ““three-quarter
pounds” for the words ‘‘three quarters,”” in
line 40, was agreed to.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
moved that the Council’s amendment ;nsert’;
ing the word ‘ pounds” after the word “‘five,
in line 41, be agrced to.

Mr. LENNON : If the other Chamber had
said, ‘“Two pounds ten shillings per
centum; three pounds fifteen shillings per
centum; aad five pounds per centum,” it
would have been very much better.

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN
reported that the Committee had agreed to
the Council’s amendments.

The report was adopted; and the Bill
ordered to be returned to the Council, by
message in the usual form.

10— Amendment of section

RABBIT BOARDS ACTS CONTINUA-
TION BILL.

SECOND READING.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. E. H. Macartney, Toowong): This
Bill is a very short one, and in itself re-
quires very little explanation. It merely
continues existing legislation on the question
until the end of mnext year. Although the
Bill does not require much explanation,
perhaps it is due to the House that I should
explain how it is that we are not introdue-
ing a comprehensive measure desling with
the subject this session. It.VVlH be remem-
bered that iy predecessor in office made a
statement during the debate on a similar
Bill last year that the subject would be com-
prehensively dealt with during the present
session.

Mr. O’SuLLivan: The Brands Act, too.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLICLANDS:

We are dealing with one thing at a time.
e said further that he would see that full

.
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inquiries were made amongst all the parties

particularly interested with the view of
finding out the best provisions to make
under the circumstances to meet the re-

quirements. It is true, as pointed out by
the hon. member for Balonne earlier in the
session, that the change in the administrs.
tion of "the Lands Department had some-
thing to do with the absence of the promised
legislation this session, even assuming that
there had been ample time to dsal with it;
but I can assure the House that the depart.
ment has not been idle in giving considera-
tion to the subject. Inquiries have been
made from one end of the State to the other
with the view of obtaining information; and
while a large number of replies have been
received, covering a large amount of infor.
mation, yet the amount received is very far
short of what is required. With very few
exceptions the information received is in
the direction of pointing out the good work
done under existing legislation, and tho
necessity of continuing such legislation.
That is the principal result of the inquiries
so far; but the department did not receive
as much information as it would like in
order to put before the House a Bill in the
form which it is considered the fullest
treatment of the subject demands. Inquiries
are still being prosecuted; and I have no
doubt that sufficient information will be ob-
tained to enable some definite attitude to be
adopted on the subject next session. Theo
last annual report of the Lands Department
will show that good and effectual work has
been, and is being, done; and I think it
will be generally admitted that whatever
defects there are in the Act, the results
aimed at are being attained. I am not in
a position to say more with respect to the
alterations that may hereafter be found
advisable; but I think I may ask the
House under the circumstances to leave it to
the department to continue further inquiries ;
and I can promise that the matter will be
dealt with without a moment’s unnecessary
«tll%eﬁxy I move the second reading of the
ill.

Mr. COYNE (Warrego): From what the
Minister has said, it seems that if we were
to have a new Minister in charge of this
department next session we would be just
in the same position in regard to the Rabbit
Boards Act. There would not be time for
the new Secretary for Public Lands to settle
the question, and we would be no farther
forward next year. This thing is becoming
a farce. We who live in the districts con-
cerned know the need for a new and com-
prehensive Bill to deal with the matter. I
believe that on account of the want of such
an Act there has been a great deal of public
money squandered. If a comprehensive Bill
were introduced and passed it would be the
means of great saving to the taxpayers
under the Act, and the State generally. It
is too late in the session now to make any
opposition to the Bill, but it is a pity and a
shame that we should have to continue exist-
ing legislation year after year, knowing how
badly a new Act is required. It is a great
pity that the measure promised last year has
not been introduced, notwithstanding that
there has been a change in the personnel of
the Ministry as regards the Minister at the
head of the Lands Department. Notwith-
standing that change, it is a pity that a com-
prehensive Bill was not brought down and
dealt with this session.

[11 DrcEmsez.)
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Mr. PAYNE (Mdtokell): 1 think every
session w= have been promised a compre-
hensive messure dcaling with this question.
I do not think, like some hon. gentlemen,
that the rabbits are such an insignificant
pest that we need not deal with them. I
voted against the introduction of this
measure the other night as a protest against
different Governments promising to have
the subject dealt with in a comprehens;ve
way, and not carrying out the promise.
What the hon. member for Warrego says is
absolutely correct—there is a_great deal of
money spent under the existing law which
a great many people are of opinion is not
well spent. They say they are not gotting
good results. You can hear it said even
that the rabbit fences are not taken care of.
I do not think there are rabbits in the
Mitchell district, unless it is at the lower
end. As a matter of fact, the whole of the
money goes to pay inspectors and overseers.
There are about a dozen inspectors to be
paid; and the man who rides along the
fence and does the hard work of repairing
hardiy gets a living wage. A lot of the
larger holders would very much rather that
the Government should introduce legislation
compelling the holders themsclves to keep
the fences in repair under the supervision of
Government inspectors. Anvhow, it is a
shame that we should be promised this com-
prehensive legislation year after year, and
that it should not be introduced. The
question requires to be dealt with in a com-
prehensive way, because the rabbit question
is not one that can be cast aside from year
to vear. If the rabbits get into Queensland
and malie the havoc they made in New South
Wales, the Government will wish they intro-
duced effective legislation a great deal
sooner.

Mr. LAND (Balonne): 1 am very sorry
the Government are so long in bringing for-
ward a comprchensive measure dealing with
the rabbits. Speaking for the district I
represent, notwithstanding the fact that a
great deal of money was spent on check-
fences, the rabbits came in, and the lease.
holders were compelled tc fence their hold-
ings at their own expense. Some of them gog
an extension of their lease for that purpose,
and others fenced their holdings with wire
got from the Government at 5 per cent.
advance on the cost of thz wire. Although

overy landholder has been called

[4 p.m.] upon for about twenty years

to pay rabbit assessment taxes;
notwithstanding that fact, they have been
compelled to fence in their own holdings in
order to keep the rabbits down. Just
imagine a selector or leaseholder being
called upon to spend the amount of money
they have had to spend in fencing in their
holdings to keep the rabbits down, and to
keep the boards in existence. In numbers
of districts of Queensland the landholders
are called upon to pay rabbit taxes where
there are no rabbits at all, and it might be
a great many years before there are any
rabbits in those districts; and when they
do appear, I can assure you, from my own
experience, that the only possible hope the
landholders will then have will be to fence
in their holdings. I cannot eall it any other
name than robbery of the people. The
Government rob the people of money for
which they give no possible value in return.
The check-fences, in the first place, were

Mr. Leand.)
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put up when the rabbits were through. As
I pointed out before, there is a check-fence
from Tweed Heads to the border—mor: than
half way through Queensland. That check-
fence runs east and west, while all the water-
courses run north and south, and, conse-
quently, miles and miles of fencing ware
swept down and left down for months, which
allowed the rabbits to get through. In the
Central district there ix a lot of downs
country and sandhills, and that is how they
never got to the North; also, owing to their
being such a lot of dry country, and the
rabbits follow the watercourses. It is not
the check-fences that have kept the rabbits
down to any extent. I recommended, when
I came ¢own here seven’ years ago, that
some action should be taken, and I would
like to see the whole of the check-fences,
where possible, handed over to the lessees,
and allow them to keep the fences in order.
Also continue to give rabbit netting, on the
same conditions the Government are giving
it now, to those who are prepared to fence,
and then compel them to keep the rabbits
down. The whole of the money collected in
rabbit assessments is frittered away in
salaries to inspectors, overseers, and chair-
men of boards. The only effective work
that was ever done in connection with the
destruction of rabbits by the boards was
by the poison carts, and the men who drove
the poison carts got as low as £6 a month.
Then there were such a few poison carts
that even they were not effective. I would
like the Minister to wipe this measure out.
It is absolutely useless asking rabbit inspec-
tors to send reports dealing with this
question. If an inspector getting £350 a
year has to depend on the salary he gets
from the rabbit boards, is he going to write
a-report that will do him out of his living?
I remember one instance in connection with
the Warrego board. A majority of the
rhembers of that board were in favour of
abolishing the board, and they held a meet-
ing for that purpose. A particular friend
of mine, an old lessee, was a member of the
board, and he told me before he went to
the meeting that he was in favour of abol-
ishing the board, because it was only wast-
ing money. To my surprise, after the
meeting, I found out that the continuation
of the board was carried by one vote, and
my old friend voted to continue it. I said,
“What on earth made you vote for the
continuation of the board when you told me
you were in favour of abolishing it?” He
said, “ What would my old pal, Jimmy,
have done for a job?” I recommended the
late Speaker Bell, when he was Secretary
for Public Lands, to get some smart men
from the department that he could rely on,
and send them out in the West—send horses
for them and let them travel over the whole
of the rabbit-infested country where the
rabbit boards exist, and get the information
necessary. That is the only way you can
get reliable information. I know the selec
tors and lessees who are paying the assess-
ment taxes, and they are always grumbling
at having to pay those taxes and getting 2o
benefit from them, but they would not say
a word against the boards for fear of offend-
ing someone. That is an absolute fact. At
least, the Government should allow rabbits
to be killed for their skins or for the fur,
and, in some instances, along the railway
lines, their carcases could be sold. What
do we find? It is illegal to be found with

[Mr. Land.
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a rabbit-skin in your possession. In New
South Wales there are numbers of men and
women who carn a great deal of money
through trapping rabbits and selling their
skins. 'The same applies to New Zealand
and the whole of Australia, with the excap-
tion of Queensland. Why should this money
not be earned? I was told by the
Secretary for Public Lands that you can
get permits, and I have tried to get per-
mits, but there is only one class of people
who can get permits, and that is lease-
holders. The Central Rabbit Board issues
permits, but people are afraid to get them
for fear of offending someone, and conse-
guently workers who have been desirous of
following this occupation in the cold seasons
of the year and in drought times, have been
deprived of the opportunity. Thousands and
thousands of pounds could be made every
year by selling fur. The argument always
used against this is that the trappers would
spread the rabbits all over the country. A%
the present time if a man shoots a rabbit he
is liable—he is not liable if he shoots it,
but he is liable if he keeps it. Any man
who wishes to get a permit from the Central
Rabbit Board to trap rabbits for their skins,
should be allowed to get a permit. I do
not see that there is any difference in giving
such a permit than giving a license to trap
marsupials of any kind. As for taking them
all over the country, why, they can_go all
over the country now if they like. Rabbits
have been up at Charleville a long time.
They have been a long time getting there for
various reasons. They have also been a
long time getting to St. George for various
other reasons. There is some scrub country
below St. George, and that is one reason
There are also plenty of snakes and iguanas
there, which destroy the rabbits. That is
one reason why they have not spread so
quickly, but go as far as you like to_the
west, and there are any amount of rabbits.
I ask the Minister, if he owned a station,
would he allow a board sitting in Brisbane—
never mind what experience they had, and
their experience does not go for twopence—
how he would like to be taxed in this way?
A man out back who has been engaged in
destroying rabbits for years has more experi-
ence than the whole of these men put to-
gether. Anyhow, if they had ever so much
experience, they are too far away. You
are wasting public money by allowing this
amount of money to be spent by the Central
Rabbit Board, because the public do not -get
any value for it. 1 would ask the Minister
to take notice of that fact. How can men
who know nothing at all about the West do
any good? How can they earn their money?
The money is given to them, and it is frit-
tered away and the public get absolutely no
benefit. The Minister did say that he is
securing information, and that he will be
able to bring in a comprehensive measure
next session. I asked the Minister when the
next session would be held, and he could
not tell me.

Mr. Forsvra: You can have it next month
if you like.

Mr. LAND: You can have it as early as
you like, as far as I am concerned. It
always appears to me that this matter is
shelved to the end of the session, and then
the absolute necessity arises to re-enact the
present Act. I am very serious on this
matter, because there is such a number of
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peoplo in the district that I represent who
have been paying rabbit assessments so long
and have received no benefit. There is not
one station or selection in that district that
has contributed to the rabbit board who
have not had to fence, and keep poison
carts and men continually at work to keep
the rabbits down. Some of them have suc-
ceeded better than others. Some ‘stations
have never been overrun with rabbits for
the reason that when the rabbits first came
they took action, and, by keeping men con-
tinuously employed destroying rabbits and
allowing so much each ycar for rabbit de-
struction on their runs, they have kept them
down, but with the exception of lessces
who have got an extension of tenure for
fencing in at their own expense, and freeing
them from rabbit assessment taxes, they
have bad to pay the rabbit assessments the
whole time.

Mr. HavinroN: ‘No; they are exempt.

Mr. LAND: I say, with the exception of
those lessees, who are very few, the ordinary
selector and the ordinary pastoral lessee
who did not get an extension of lease for
fencing in their holdings with rabbit-proof
fences, they have paid assessment the whole
time, and they are paying it yet. That is
very unfair. Along the New South Wales
border there are many men who have waited
upon me for years asking me to endeavour
to get them permits, so that they might
come in here and take the rabbits and carry
them into New South Wales, but I have not
been successful in getting those permits. I
hope the Minister will take these matters
into consideration, and endeavour to get in-
formation in the way I have suggested, and
not from rabbit inspectors or overseers, and
when he has got that information, introduce
a comprehensive measure dealing with the
question.

Mr. LESINA (Clermont): As we have
continued this Act from year to year, it
seems to me that we cannot at this late
period of the year do anything but adopt
the Minister’s proposal and continue the
operation of the Act for another year.
Nevertheless there is need for an amending
Bill, though I am not prepared to say what
direction the amendments should take, or
what new principle should be introduced
into the legislation. But there is one thing
that can be done now, and that is to give
more attention to the remarks made by the
Auditor-General in his reports with regard
to the finances of the rabbit boards, the
manner in which they levy their assessments,
the amount they collect, and the amount
which remains uncollected. In some cases
the boards have a large credit balance,
which the Auditor-General has frequently
recommended should be taken over by the
Treasury. For instance, the Warrego board
has a large credit balance. @At page 136 of
his report, the Auditor-General refers to the
manner in which these boards keep their
acccunts, and there are eonly two out of
eight boards whose accounts he says are
““well kept.”” The remark against the others
is “satisfactory.” If two of the boards can
keep their accounts well, then the other
boards ought to be able to keep theirs well
also. The two boards which keep their ac-
counts well are the Mitchell and North
Gregory boards. During the financial year
1910-11, the Warrego board received 3 miles
of wire netting at a cost of £85 13s. 11d., the

[11 DEeceEuBER.]
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expenses were £23 4s. 4d., making the total
cost £108 13s. 3d. At the beginning of the
year the board had a credit balance of
£5205 13s. 2d., and the amount received
during the year for assessments was £4,561
Zs. 1d., and for interest on charges, £312 10s.
The superintendent received a salary of
£300, the amount for overseers’ salaries was
£791, and the amount paid for boundary
riders’ wages was £2,574. There was other
expenditure, but with all their outlay they
had a balance of £4,749 on the 30th June
last. The Auditor-General, speaking of this
board, makes the following remarks:—
“106. During the past year £4,886 1ls. 851.
was received and placed to the credit of this
fund, the expenditure during the same period
being £4,438 1s. 4d. On the 30th June, 1911,
there remained to the credit of the fund an
amount of £4,749 3s. 6d., as compared Wwith
£4,295, 18s. 2d. on 30th June, 1910. £

s. d.
The levy for 1910-11 (I1st
April, 1910, to 31lst
March, 1811) was 4681 3 9
Arrears from 1909-10 24 19 11
Total Assessments due for
1910-11 .. .. 47706 3 8
Assessments paid 1910-11 4,567 8 7
Arrears .. .. 138 15 1
Less written off .. 78 19 2
Arrears carried for-
ward to 1911-12 -— 59 15 11
Levy for year 1911-12
(1st April, 1911, to 31st
March, 1912) .. .. 5,099 10 6
Total Assessment due,
911-12 .. .. 5159 6 5

“ No recommendation has been made to the
Treasurer to apply portion of the credit bal-,
ance of this trust fund in reduction of the
arrears of interest and redemption on account
of advances made to the late board by way of
loan—the same reason existing as mentioned
in my report of last year, viz.:—' Large ex-
penditure contemplated for repair to fences,
ete.”

That is a matter which should be specially
legislated upon in any future Bill, so that
the interest of the taxpayers whose moneys
are invested in these trust funds shall be
properly guarded. The total amoums In-
volved in connection with rabbit boards at
the present time is something like £204,000—
olimbing up into £250,000. I know that
it is earning 5 per cent. interest. Still,
I think there should be some provision
made in the law for some other system than
that which is adopted at the present time—
some system which will keep the pest down
and eventually wipe it out altogether. If
some better system .is not adopted, the
present system will go on from year to year,

and the only persons who will benefit by it

will be those who are engaged in putting up
and repairing fences, and the manufacturers
of wire netting. It seems to me that the best
plan for dealing with this pest is thaf, Wh}ch )
promotes closer settlement. But, judging”
from the enormous value of the rabbit skins
and the amount obtained for rabbits in the
old country, and the splendid wage earned
by rabbit trappers in Victoria, the question
arises whether the trapping and exportation
of rabbits will not form a valuable industry.
As closer settlement extends in Victoria the
sheep country will ke occupied by small
settlers, and the rabbits will disappear.

Mr. Lesina.)
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The SPEAKER: Order! Will the hon,
member confine his remarks to the question
whether the Bill be now read a second time ?

 Mr. LESINA: Ves. The rabbits muay con-
tinue in Queensland and may provide a
source of income to many persons. I have
seen photographs of the plan which Mr.
Rodier has in operation, and those photo-
graphs show the wonderful success which has
been achieved of his system in getting rid
of this so-called pest. ~Unless some system

similar to that adopted by Mr. Rodier is’

introduced in Queensland, it appears to me
that the rabbits will continue to increase,
Rabbits are just as numerdus in Queensland
to-day as they ever were—possibly they ars
more numerous. In some cases lessees in-
stead of fencing the rabbits out have fenced
them in. Surely there ought to be some
better way of dealing with the pest than
that. The Minister will be well employed if
during the recess he makes some independent
Inquiry as to the methods adopted through-
out the Australian States for dealing with
the rabbit question, and the measure of
success that hus characterised the.efforts of
people in  the other States.
nationalise the rabbits? There is no reason
in the world why the Opposition should not
put the nationalisation of the rabbit in their
platform at the next general election. At
any rate, I hope that the Minister will
endeavour to get the fullest information on
the subject, and bring down, as he has pro-
mised, a comprehensive measure next session.
In the meantime, suppose we can do
nothing better than accede to the Minister’s
request and continue the operation of the
Rabbits Boards Acts for another twelve
months.

Mr. LENNON (Herbert): When we had a
similar Bill before us last year we were told
that it was a revival of the Rabbit Boards
Act. This measure is called the Rabbit
Boards Acts Continuation Bill. It seems to
me that the Government had not yet arrived
at a dccision as to how to deal with this
trouble. Probably that is in some measure
due to the fact that there has beon SO many
changes in the office of the Minister for
Lands—we have had three different Minis-
ters within the last twelve months—and it is
difficult to get continuity of inquiry with ve-
gard to this matter. I think it would be
well if the Government tried the “Rodier”
method. I am a believer in the * Rodier”
theory, and I think it will prove effective,
more particularly where the rabbits are
pretty thick—not perhaps so great a success
in the far Western portions of the State.
But_where the pest can be dealt with in
small areas I amesatisfied that the * Rodier”
treatment would be effeotive. The Minister
stated that he would bring in a much larger
measure later on. We were told that on the
last occasion when a similar measure o that
now before the House was passed, and we
have not yet had that more comprehensive
measure submitted to Parliament. On each
occasion members have regarded the measure
As simply a stop-gap measure of a stop-gap
Government, and have compassionately
allowed the Bill to go through for another
twelve months.

Question—That the Bill be now read a
second time—put and passed.

The Bill was passed through its remaining
stages without discussion, and ordered to be
transmitted to the Legislative Council for
their concurrence, by message in the usual
form.

[Mr. Lesina. -

Why not «

MALANDA TOWARDS MILLAA MILLAA
RAILWAY.

APPROVAL OF PLAN—COMMITTEE.
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS, in

moving—

“1. That the House approves of the plan,
section, and book of reference of the proposed
extension from Malanda towards Millaa Mitlaa,
in length 8 miles 77 chains.

“2. That the plan, section, and book of
reference  be forwarded to the Legizlasive
Couneil, for their approval, by message in the
usual form ’—

said: This is & small extension of the Tolga
to Malanda Railway, which is built through
the Atherton Scrub, and it is one which I
think will meet with the approval of the
Committee. The scrub on the Atherton
Tableland is very heavy, the soil is very
rich, the rainfall very regular and frequent,
making it extremely difficult for the selec-
tors to_ carry their produce and timber to
the railway stations on the Tolga line, or
from beyond the head of the line to
Malanda. It is impossible to expect selec-
tors in such country as this to make their
living unless they are given railway com-
munication. I only regret that the building
of railways in such country is so expensive.
This extension is at a cost per mile greater
than any railway I have before introduced.
The estimated cost is £8,872 per mile. When
I was in the district in April last, the
people desired that I should look not only
into the extension from Tumoulin to Cedar
Creek, but also that I should look into the
matter of this extension from Malanda to-
wards Millaa Millaa. I took the opportu-
nity of riding a number of miles from
Malanda towards Millaa Millaa, and pointed
out to the sclectors that, desirous as I was
to assist them, I was afraid the extension
would be cxceedingly expensive: but, in
spite of that, I said I would make imme-
diate arrangements for a survey. I made
arrangements with Mr. Drew, a surveyor who
had done work for the Railway Department,
but was then working for the Lands Depart-
ment, to make a survey from Malanda to
Millaa Millaa, a distance of 15 miles, if
possible; but, under the circumstances, it
was impossible to present a_greater num-
ber of miles than are provided for in the
resolution I am presenting this afternoon,
8 miles 77 chains—practically $ miles.

Mr. THEODORE: Is it the intention to ulti-
mately connect with the coast ?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes. Mr. Drew has instructions fo survey
the line as far as Millaa Millaa. Last year
a M. Sharpe, who is a resident in the locality
—he has lived near Yungaburra a number
of years—who is a naturalist and a collector
of specimens, and goes into pnknown parts
of the world—he has a verv intimate know-
ledge of the whole of the scrub country from
the tableland down to the coast. He was
in Brisbane last year, and interviewed Mr.
Thallon and myself, and we arranged that
when ho was out collecting with his black-
boys he should make it his business to
examine the country from Malanda down
towards the coast. He this year made that
examination towards the Tully River. I
mention this to show that I think it is highly
desirable, where we have such very large
areas of extremely fertile soil at_ present
unsettled, we should as far as possible look
ahead with railway extension. There is be-
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tween Miilaa Millaa and the coast—whether
it be Johrstone River and Mourilyan, or the
Tully River—a magnificent propositihu for
land settlement and railway building in the
future. But where we have the Millaa Mil
laa Falls 2,500 fcet above sca level it is not
the casy proposition the settlers think for
the Ratlway Department to overcome the
difficulty of building a- line their. 1oven
going from Milanda to Millaa Mziilaa it is
an exceedingly expensive proposition, ¢wing
to the physical difficulties. Bat T hope as
time goes on we shall bs able so cxtend our
vailway propositions further into this mag-
nificent tract of splendid country, and that
it will be the means of seftling thousands of
families there. The total estimated cost of
this line for 8 miles 77 chains is £79,513,
The Deputy Commissioner for Railways re-
ports in connection with the character of the
country—

“The route traverses very broken and ridgy
country lhroughout, and considerable difficulty
has been experienced in finding a practical
line. Several high ridges, with deep gullies
intervening, have to be negotiated, the Ithaca
River being much lower than the surrounding
country, and the only possible descent to it
has proved very circuitous. The whole district
is covered with dense tropical jungle. For 2
miles or so from Malanda some patches have
been cleared, but owing to the country being
sc steep cultivation will be difficult. After the
scrub has been cleared, no doubt artificial
grass will be laid down and dairyipg will
become the principal industry.”

In that connection I will say that hon. mem-
bers may think it is not wise to extend a
railway at such a cost; that it is unwise to
allow the ratepayers and landowners in the
railway district to take such a responsibility;
butg’in my opinion, it would be unwise for
us as a Parliament, and for the Government
through the Lands Department, to ask the
settlers to select such country where it is
impossible for them to carry on thuir occupa-
tion profitably unless we gave them a rail-
way. The railway district is about 462 square
miles in extent, and hon. members will find,
tby referring to the Commissioner’s report,
on page 2, that he says—

“ A plan showing the area benefited is prac-
tically the same as has already been proclaimed
for the line from Tolga to the Johnstone River,
but slight amendments have been made to con-
form with a new map issued by the Lands
Department. I intend to treat the whole line
from Tolga to 2814 miles as one section, and
to keep one set of accounts.”

‘The Tolga to Malanda line last year—the
whole length was not open—paid £2 8s. per
«cont, on the capital expended, amounting to
£54,505, and I think that that shows exceed-
ingly good work considering that practically
the whole of the freight on the line, at any
rate, from after you go through the corn-
fields nearer Tolga, consisted of timber,
.and it really takes some time after a railway
is built to get the timber sidings and loading
facilities constructed, so that the pecple may
use them quickly and well, and aiso for the
settlers to get their tracks cut into their

selections so that they may cut their timber
haye no ides

and cart it to the railway. I.
bui_that.next year that por
will pay its foll interest.  Tin
:glated that this _line would tap

feet of timber within a 4-mile raidius, which
would take fifty years to remove at the rate
nf 1,500,000 feet per month, which is the
-quantity now being railed. It is stated that
selectors up to the present time have been
wobliged to destroy millions of feet of valuable
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timber to comply with the Land Act, which
is a direct loss to, the selectors and an indirect
loss to the State. After you geot beyon@ what
{ may call the farming areas of the Toiga to
Malanda, I do not think that statement 1s
altogether correct—I stand to ke corrected
by the hon. member for Cairns—for the rea-
xon that when I was there I made very close
inspection, and I really did not find that up to
that date the selectors had made any great
clearings. Of course, some of them bhad
cleared small areas, and necessarily a portion
of the timber in those clearings had to be
burnt, but there are many tens of millions
Af fert of the most magnificent timbers there
still standing—that the clearings ona could
sec would simply be a thread out of a pocket
handkerchief—so that I do not think a very
great loss has yet cnsued in that direction.

Mr. Maxx: The sottlers could not afford
to go out there unless they had a railway.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Oh, no! On the Dirran land there are 292
selections, and at Millaa Millaa 295, equalling
8 total of 587 selections, 500 of which are
priority. That is with 500 of those sclections
out of 587, the selectors must live on those
lands.

Mr.” Mann: It is a pity there are some
unconditional sclections there.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
For practically nine months in the year it 1s
impossible to get provisions to_ that part
except by packhorses. It was also claimed
that the volume of trafic from the dav of
opening the iine would more than pay interest
and redemption. On the Beatrice the Lands
Department are designing 10,000 acres, but if
this land is held back, and assurance given
that the line will be built, an additional £1
per acre could be got for it. It is also con-
tended that this line would open up about
1,000,000 acres of virgin scrub mostly suit-
able for dairying. The timber I noticed
when I was in the district was red cedar,
white beech, and Penda or Johnstone River
hardwood  Although a very great deal is
claimed for Johnstone River. ha.,rdw.ood for
railway construction, I do not think 1t is the
best timber we can use for that purpose, but
it is very good for the construction of Wharyes.
T have had quite a number of communications
on what is called Johnstone River hardwood,
that is Penda, suggesting that we should take
the many tens of millions of feet there, cut
it into sleepers so that they may be carted
down tq the railway and used for the exten-
sion from Nelson. But we find that where
the Johnstone River hardwood was used on
the Cairns Railway it has had to_be renewed
much more quickly than, say, ironbark or
other more suitable timbers. There is also

“bull oak. I understand this timber somewhat

resembles silky oak—a very fine timber in-
doed. OF course it is not the same timber as
what is known as bull oak on the ranges in
the South. Some people call belah timber
bull oak. It is not that. There is also silky
oak. silkwood, crow’s foot elm, and a number
of beautiful furniture timbers that are now
being utilised. owing to the railway having
been built, and I am quite conﬂdent.they
will all be utilised as the railway is continued
further into the scrub. As I have already
stated, the Commissioner intends to treat the
whole of the line from Tolga to Malanda as
one section, and to keep one set of accounts.
I think that is the right thing to do. The
extension is being built into the same rail-
way district, and there is no further extension

_ Hon. W.T. Paget.}
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of the railway district, and it does not take
away the right of the whole of the people
to hold a poll on this extension.

Mr. THEODORE: Bupposing the wholo of
the people rejected it, will you give them a
new discrict for the extension

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
That appealed to me when I first saw the
report. It is advisable that one set of
accounts should be kept, but if the rate-
payers between Tolga and Malanda ars un-
generous enough and selfish enough to call
tor a poll and throw out this extension be-
cause they say it will not help them, it wiil
be ths duty of the Government to take up
this question again at as early a date as
possible,

Mr. Manx: I do not think they will.

Th: BSECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
[ do not think they will do that, but it is in
their power to do it. I say unhesitatingly
that if that were done, it would be the duty
of the Government to give the people who are
to be benefited the opportumity of saying
whether they will have this extension or not.
The net rewznue is estimated by the Com-
missioner at £1 2s. 8d. per cent. I do not
think after the first year there will be any
call upon the people "at all, in spite of the
exceedingly high cost of construction of this
line. The Commissioner recommends the
construction of the line. Railways rdnning
mto country such as this. where we run on
the top of the range, in exceedingly heavy
scrub country, necessarily must be costly . in
construction, but it is opening up exceed-
ingly rich couniry in an exceedingly good
climate. I think when the beauties of that
district become better known we shall have
the people who travel up to Kuranda from
Victoria and New South Wales during the
winter months, extending thzir tour into
that district.

Mr. MANN: In the summer as well.
cool in summer.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
They will probably find it beneficial to visit
there in the summer as well, as the hon.
member states. There are beautiful lakes there,
such as Lake Eacham, Lake Barrine, and the
Johustone River Falls, which cannot be reached
at present except at very great trouble, and
there are many other beautiful soznes in that
district, which in time will attract a very
large tourist traffic. I have very great plea-
sure in asking the Committez to approve of
the plans of this railway.

Mr. LENNON: I am very glad indeed thas
the Minister has even got so far with this
line as to come down and propose to con-
struet practically 9 miles of it. 'The hon.
member for Cairns and myself waited on the
Minister on séveral occasions in referencs ts
this railway, particularly in mogard to getting
the survey started, and we were told the
great difficulty was to get a suitable surveyor
at the time. "We recommended the very man
who  subsequently did the work, although
at first it was said he could not do it or
would not do it, or should not do it; and I
am glad that the recommendation of the hon.
member for Cairns and myself was finally
adopted, and that this man was entrustcd
with the work. I know it is a costly line,
but I think the department is justified in
constructing this short piece of railway. even
at an apparently hich cost, because that is.
without exception, the largest arba of magni-

THeon. W.T. Paget.
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ficent scrub and heavily timbered lands,. L
believe, to be found in the whole of Australia,
certainly that could be found in Queensland.
There 1s also a very fine rainfall in thas
district, which is evenly distributed th_rough—
out the year, and consequently it is eminently
adapted for agricultural pursuits and dairy-
ing. I understand the survey is proposed to
be extended as far as Millaa Millaa, as soon as
Mr. Drew can find time to goon with the‘work.
am pleased that Mr. Sharpe
[5 pm.] has made an examination of this
country, and he has submitied a.
report and a sketch to the Commissioner.
Mr. Sharps recommends with every confi-
dence that a very easy grade could be found
right down to the coast, somewhere in the-
vicinity of the Tully, I understand. Bat
that is a matter which can be dccided latir-
on. Still T am glad to know that a start is-
to be made with the railway, and that it may
tap the North Coast line at some suitable poin.
It will be a splendid means of relieving the
congestion which must of necessity take _placeA
on the Cairns Railway. The Cairns Railway
is doing magnificent work at the present time,
but in the near future—in the courss of &
few years—I think that railway will become
so heavily congested that a second line will
be necessary to cope with that traffic. The
trafic from Chillagoe, Cedar Creek, and
other places in that district will be so great-
that further railway provision will be necas-
sary. This line is not in my electorate, ex-
cept a small portion bevond Malanda., I
am satisfied that there is no rallyvay which-
it is proposed to construct that will traverse
richer country, or develop more magnificent
timber land. or provide communication with:
more magnificent scenery in a beautiful cli-
mate than this proposed line; and I con-
gratulate the Minister upon his nroposal to
construct even 9 miles of this railway.

Mr. MANN (Cairns): I am very pleased’
that the Minister has brought down a pro-
posal to build this railway, because, as has
been stated by the hon. member for Herbert,
it is_urgently needed. That hon. member
and I have waited upon the Minister times:
without number in our endeavours to induce-
him to undertake the construction of this-
railway. Both the hon. member for Herbert
and myself pledged ourselves to the settlers
of the district to leave no stone unturned to
get this railway built, and it is a matter of
gratification to know that at least a part of
the line is to be built very shortly. I hope
that the Minister will not allow the work to
stop when this part is completed, but that,

while he has the men and implements in

that district, he will push on the line as far-

as it is possible for 1t to go, so long as it
opens up the country and inducgs settlement.
It is probable that this line VVIH. ultimately
find its way down to some point on the
North Coast Railway, but I am not so
parochial in my views as to say that the
country should not be opened up by railway
unless the trade of that country finds its-
outlet at the port of Cairns. But before any
decision is come to with regard to running
this railway down to the Tully River, .I
would remind the Minister that, although it
is claimed that there is room for only one
line of rails on the Cairns Range, there-
is another route which may be adopted for
railway construction—namely, through the:
Mulgrave Valley. A railway going up the
Mulgrave Valley would run through a large-
area of sugar lands, and would tap Atherton
lands in 40 miles, instead of 70 miles by the-
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route which has been constructed. I hope
soon to see a line from some point on the
Tolga Railway pass through the scrub in
behind Atherton to junction with the Her-
berton Railway. Then, if the Cairns line is
overtaxed with the carriage of minerals and
other producis from Chillagoe and ZEinas-
leigh which finds its way down to the port
of Cairns, timber and maize from Atherton
and district could go down by the Mulgrave
route to the same port. That is just as
feasible as any other route which may be
proposed.

Mr. LexxoN: The line to Mourilyan is a
much better route.

Mr. MANN: I do not blame the hon.
member for pressing the claims of a railway
to Mourilyan; but, personally, I think the
line should go viad the Mulgrave Valley.
Although I have not been over the country
myself, many of my friends have been over
it, and they tell me that the route is a
feasible one. Mourilyan Harbour is only a
little millpond, and will never be large
enough to take in the ocean-going steamers
which traverse our coast. KEven now the
“ Kuranda’ finds it difficult to get in and
out of the harbour at certain states of the
tide. The last time I was there I was afraid
that we should get washed on to the rocks.

The SecrRETARY FOR RarLwavs: The har-
bour is being improved.

Mr. MANN: It can be improved consider-
ably. There is an extensive tract of fertile
country in that district, and if there is a
feasible route to Mourilyan from the hinter-
land I have mno objection to a line being
built there, because I think the route chosen
should be that which is the nearest and
cheapest for the settlers who will use the
railway. While I naturally desire to see
that traffic brought into Cairns, I recognise
that some time or other it will be very
difficult for one line to cope with the in-
creased traffic that must accrue. But, in the
meantime, I am going to battle all I can for
Cairns and -advocate the Mulgrave Valley
route. The port of Cairns has a sufficient
expanse of water to accommodate all the
vessels which will be necessary to take the
trade of the back country for the next
century, and the only way to secure interest
on the money expended in the construction
of the Cairns Ratlway is to extend the rail-
way and so increase the traffic over the line.
T say most emphatically that I will not sup-
port a railway to any other port until it is
shown clearly and conclusively that there is
too much traflic for the Calrns Railway to
carry. The late engineer in charge of the
line is an’' cconomical officer, and he en-
deavoured to reduce the cost of maintenance
by cutting out bridges and substituting cul-
verts which were not of large enough dimen-
sions to carry:off the flood waters. That was
why so much damage was done during the
recent flood. As a matter of fact, where
there were openings which allowed the flood
waters to get away, there was very little
damage done. If a railway were constructed
down to Mourilyan or Port Douglas, and
there was 70 inches of rain in 70 hours in
the country traversed by that railway, as
there was on the Cairns Railway recently,
the damage from washaways would be very
considerable. The Cairns Railway has done
good work for the last twenty-five years, and
1g likely to serve its purpose for a very long
time yet. The damage that was done has
now been repaired, and I am quite sure that
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the line will now stand any normal flood.
The lengthsmen have devoted very careful
attention to the maintenance of the line, as
is shown by the fact that there has not been
a single case of accident on the Cairns Rail-
way since it was opened, though for some 15
or 16 miles it traverses very rugged country
indeed. I have nothing further to say,
except to congratulate the Minister on bring-
ing down this railway. The country which
it will traverse is rather rough, but even on
the rough country there is some splendid
dairying land. I saw a piece of rough
country there—country in which there is a
good deal of stone—on which a settler has
raised a very heavy crop of Rhodes grass.
When rough, rocky country will produce
such a crop, it is clearly worth while open-
ing up that country by railway construction,
especially when it 1s remembered that it con-
tains enormous quantities of timber, and
that the land will run two dairy cows to the
scre for nine months in a normal year.
Land like that is worth opening up. I hope
that during the recess members will pay the
district a visit and see what the country 1s
capable of producing. It has a splendid
climate, is 3,000 feet above sea level, and has
beautiful running streams. It is an ideal
place for a summer resort for those people
who wish to get away from the hot weather
that is experlenced in Brisbame and other
parts of the State. If the hon. member for
Enoggera will take his wife and family up
to the Atherton Scrub, he will find that it is
an ideal resort, and will be able in the near
future to have some good trout fishing in the
various streams of the district. 1 am sure
that if he once goes there for a holiday he
will be very glad to pay it a second visit.
They are most hospitable people, and will
receive him with every kindness. He will
get as cool a climate as there is at Stan-
thorpe, lovely scenmery, including lakes and
waterfalls.

The SECERETARY FOR RAILwAYs: And troub
6 inches long.

Mr. MANN: Yes; and only twelve months
old. If he will come up next Christmas I
will be pleased to go round with him and
see that he gets good fishing for trout
Though I am battling for this railway, it
is not in my district, and never was; it
goes through the Herbert electorate. Whether
the railways goes to the Tully or not,
hope to see that country developed, because
it 1s the finest in Australia for climate, rain-
fall, and richness of soil.

Mr. THEODORE (Woothakata): I have
much pleasure in supporting this shord
extension, which will induce sett.lement ar}d
encourage the settlers already in the dis-
trict. I recognise that ultimately it will
probably be connected with the North Coast
Railway and providé another outlet for the
vast hinterland of Cairns. But it will not
be the best railway as far as serving the
mineral country is concerned, because
mineral country requires the most direct
communication with a deep-water port, and
this will be too roundabout. However, it
will be an alternative route to the Cairns
line in the event of that line being hung up
through Iandslips or other .circumstances.
But we want a railway which can be used
at all times. The confidence of the peop‘Ie
of the Chillagoe-Etheridge districts in the
Cairns Railway is totally destroyed; and as
to the statement that the overburden has
been removed into the Barron Valley, there

Mr. Theodore.]
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are mountains of it yet to go over. Where
one of the most serious slips occurred, as
the Minister knows, there were gangs of men
working for two years previously removing
the overburden. The department recognised
the danger, and they had men removing the
stuff and dumping it into one of the gullies.

Mr. MANN:- Where is that?

Mr. THEODORE: At Camp Oven Creek.
It is recognised as a dangerous spot; and
the department were trying to make it safe,
It is unfortunate, but people have not full
confidence in that line.

The SECREFARY FOR RAILWAYS: There is
nothing to prevent them from using it.

Mr. THEODORE: XNo. And it is at
present the most direct means of communi.
cation with the coast. But we should not
have to depend entirely on the Cairns line ;
we should have additional means of ingress
and egress.

Mr. MANN: I may say that I know the
position of the slip to which the hon. member
for Woothakata referred. It has been slip-
ping ever since the line was built. The
department carried rails up there. I helped
to: and it was the hardest work I ever did.
They took off the overburden and ran it
down the gully; and they do that as often
as is required. Most of it has slipped away
already; and if the place was sown with
grass or something to bind the surface, I
do not think it would go any more.

The SeorETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The water
got underneath, and the whole place slipped.

Mr. MANN: There is a slippery seann,
and it goes off ; and if that is all that is
wrong there is no danger. Every year the
maintenance inspector comes up and sees
how far it shifts. The department used to
send a gang for a month or six weelcs
during the dry season, and they ran the
stuff on the tramway and tipped it dowmn
into the gorge. There is nothing to make gz
sensational story about, because it has been
there ever since the railway was buili—
slipping to a certain extent, and every year,
when required, a little is faken away. The
situation of the place is about 45 miles distance
from Stoney Creek. Tha reason for the men
being camped there so long was not becauso
of thix slip, but because they were putting
in a_deviation to get further away from
the side of the gorge. That part of the line
‘is just as safe as any other part of the rail.
way. It has been in that position for the
last twenty years, and nothing has happened
through that slip.

Question put and passed.

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAY ro-
ported that the Committes had come to =
rosolution, and the report was agreed to.

CLONCURRY TO MOUNT CUTHRERT
RAJLWAY.
APPROVAL OF PLAN.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I
beg to move that the Speaker do now leave
the chair, and the House resolve itself into
a Committee of the Whole to consider the
following resolutions:—

“1. That the House approves of the plar,
section, and book of reference of the proposed
branch from Cloneurry to Mount Cuthbert (lst
section), in length 42 miles 15 chains.

{Mr. Theodore.
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‘2. That the plan, section, and b'ook‘o

reference be forwarded to the Legls_lattx}\ie

Council, for their approval, by message 1o iae
usual form.”

Mr. MURPHY: T call “ Not formal” to
this motion, because in introducing this rail-
way proposal the Government are brea}{l.ng.
a distinet pledge given by the late Chief

Scerctary, Mr. Kidston, to the peopl]er of
the Guif. They are proposing to build a
railway which that hon. gentleman said

should not be built, and would not ba a pay-
able proposition so far as mining companies
arc concerned. I shall refer to the state-
ment made by Mr. Kidston, in reply.to
views placed before him by a deputation
which waited on him on 8th December, 1809.
That deputation consisted of  Messrs.
Murphy, Nevitt, 3ann, May, Theodore,
MM.ILA., Corrie {(cf Corrie and Comp_any),
Hensley (Cloncurry), and Captain Robinson
(chairman of the Normanton Chamber of
Commecree), who waited on the then Pre-
mier (Mr. Kidston) to ask for a rallwaz
to bs constructed from one of the Gulf
ports—Burketown or Normanton—to Mount
Cuthbert Proprietary Mines.

“ Mr. Kidston, in reply, said he quite recog-
nised how desirable it was to give railway
communication to that vast mineral belt, in-
cluding Mount Cuthbert, Mount Oxide, and
other important but undeveloped mines m.the
district. ~ He quite understood that the mines
could not continue to be worked at a profit
without reasonable railway facilities. It would
not be right to ask ths companies to pick out
the best of their ores, but that was what they
would have to do under present circumstances.
He was not in favour of pushing out thf: Clon-
curry line another 100 miles and asking the
mineowners to carry their ore 600 miles to
Townsville. This cost would be a heavy per-
manent charge, and in his opinion an unfair
one. The expense would be altoget_her too
sreat. Now, they knew he was desirous of
giving railway commiunication to _thajc corner
of Quecensland with the Southern districts, and
he had been hopeful that if the Lawn Hill
proposals for. a line from Burketown had
eventuated, a continuatiorr of that line would
have opened up their district. He was afraid
it would take them too far North for a trans-
continental line. Omne thing was evident, the
Government must determine upon one or other
of the ports. He was strongly in favour of
giving them connection with one of the North-
ern ports, but he did not say that the line
should be connected just now with Cloncurry.
It would not be good business to run two Go-
vernment lines in opposition to each other. He
did not care whether the connection was with
Burketown or Normanton, but to whichever
wasg determined upon the fdcilities would haye
to go. If they could get one port and one rail-
way to open up the district, it would be the
best thing for them. He was afraid they were
too far North to join with the transcontinental
line. They must have a system of their own,
and if the mines were worth working he
thought a system of their own was essential.
Of course, he could not give dh answer just
now. He would submit the matter to the
Railwar Department, asking them to determine
upon a port—either Burketown or Normanton
~—and asking them to determine upon the route
and zee what could be done.”

Therefore, we have the late Premier, Mr.
Kidston, promising the people of the Gulf
that this mineral country in the neighbour-
hood of the Leichhardt would be opcned up

by a railway from either Burle-
[6.30 p.m.] town or Normanton. Now, the

Government are proposing fo
build a railway from Cloncurry to do exactly
what Mr. Kidston pointed out should not be
done—compel these people ‘who are develop-
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ing the copper country in that district to
carry their material 600 miles to the: port: of
Townsville, whereas from: Mount Cuthbers to
Normanton or: Burketown would be less than
a quarter of that distance.  So:thcre is grod
reason why this. Committes shonld give this
railway very carefiil consideration.  Notthat
I have any objection whatsver. fo the ftate
coming to the: assistance of the Mount Cuth-
bert company- who have spént somethiig like
£70,000 in: development: work.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: And to the
“assistance of oth:

Mr. MURPHY " I have not the slightest
objection to that at all, but if this mineral
country. is. going to: be opened up, and if
these people are to be given an opportunity
of working' their properties at a profit, then
the railway should  go to one of the Gulf
ports, so that they could get their material
to and from & port as cheaply as possible:
The Secretary for Mines recently pointed
out that if our eopper country was to be
properly .openéd up cheap transit was éssen-
tial, vet this Government are introducing a
railway proposal which will saddle the cop-
per districts in the Leichhardf with a transit
extending over 600 miles. - Twenty-five years

“dgo Both Housés of Paflisment passed the

plan, section, and book of refererice for a
railway from Normanton to Cloncurry, and
the sum. of £500,000 still stands amongst cur
unexpended balances.

The  SECRETARY  FOR . RAILWaYS:  The sum
was voted, but: the plan was not passed.

Mr. MURPHY : I will not argue that
point:. All I. know' is that the proposal to
connect: Normanton to Cloncurry was agreed
to, a survey was miade, and the Government
of the day promised to commence the work.
Later on, a syndicate:line was passed for
opening up. the Cloncurry mineral “district
with the port of Normanton, and it seems
strange - that. the @ h

hurriedly - introduce..a. pronosal, fo., %
I@ifw&y,f m.. Cloneurry. o Mount. Cuthbest:

We shall no' doubt be told that this is in
consequence of a report which has been' re-
ceived concerning ' the ports of  Burketown
and Normanton. - * Recently; “~when 1. intro-
duced' & deputation to him with vegard to a
railway from" Forsayth to Croydon, the Pre-
mier pointed out that the Government could
not afford to build two railways at the pre-
sent time in the Gulf, and he gave that depu-
tation to" understand::that he proposed to
utilise’ the ‘money at" his disposal for a rail-
way  to the Leichhardt from: Burketown or
Normanton. It would be interesting to know
what has’ induced the = Cabinet: to change
their minds in“connection with this matter
Is history going to' repeat: itself 7. Twenty-
five  years ago, if Normanton: had got. the
railway’ which Parliament agreed: it should
get, instead of being in the state of: stagna-
tion: it is to-day, it would undoubtedly have
been. one - of the most flourishing  in. North
Queensland. ' The Gulf country is worthy of
the attention of the Government, but it seems
to me not only this Government, but. almost
évery Government we have had.in Queens
land, has done its utmost to try and damage
the prospects of the Gulf country:  So far as
reports are concerned; I could prodice yuota-
tions from a report by Mr. George Phillips,
who was appointed by the Government sume
time ago to report on proposed railway con:
struction in the Gulf; and also with regard
to the two ports.

h’The SEoRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I appointed
im.
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Mr. MURPHY : 1 believe the bon. gentle-
man was Secretary for Railways at the time.

The Seoreriny ror Raimways: L appointed
him.

Mr. MURPHYV: I would sooner:say the
Cabinet appointed him. = I give the hon.
gentleman the credit for appointing him;and.
the hon, sentleman  should abide: by Mz
Phillips’s decision.  Why does the hon. gentle-
man. desire to get away from Mr.’ Phillips’s:
report ?

The ‘SECrRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
going away from it.

My, MURPHY : The hon. gentleman is
getting away from Mr Phillips’s report. ‘We
find in this report, which has been submitted
by the Railway Commissioner, that the first
section of this railway is but the beginning
of a railway to connect with one of the Gulf
ports.“Why  should. not. the Government
solect the Gulf port and build a railway from

I am- not

it to Mount Cuthbert 7 Mre—JHidston.. dis:
tinctly laid it down that there was no.neces-

from Mount, Cuthb
present  time ;- that..the

swhole-of- sval-belt-could-be developed
by a railway to one:of-the-ports in-the Gulf.
We shall probably be told by the Secretary
for Railways, in reply, that my objection: to
building the railway: in this direction is be-
cause the reports'on the ports of Normanton
and: Burketown are nobt quite as satisfactory
as he ‘anticipated. ‘As a matter of fact; Mr.
Elliott was recently appointed to report’ om
the Gulf ports.  What were his instructions 7.
To .go to the Gulf and find a natural port;
a port that the largest ships eould come into:
without the expenditure of any money at all
That seemed to be the instructions that Mr.
Elliott received.  Where are those: ports ‘in
Queensland 7 The natural ports; sueh asg
Bowen -and Gladstone, have been mneglected
by the. Government..  The. population of
Townsville and ‘Brisbane has enabled tHem
to spend tmoney on making ports. . The Nor-
manbon: River Is quite as fine a river'as the
Brisbane River: That is shown by Mr. Phil-
lips. Mr. Phillips, in the report which I have
referred to, on page 25, points out-—-

“The estuaryiof the Norman is unquestion-
ably one of the best of the unimproved rivers of
It draing an area of 18,000 square
milés, generally very even country, and not
of a mnature to furnish heavy silt, while: the
current in the highest floods is too sluggish to
carry much gilt.”

On page 26 of that report, Mr. Phillips
continues—

“There are two places on the lower Normam
suitable for-berthing the largest ships. - These
are as follow -

“ (a). The Two-mile Ridge, on. the right
or eastern bank .of the river, about 2
miles above Karumba ; and

‘“ (b) Port Norman, on the left or western
bank; about 7 miles above the mouth
of the: river.”

Referring to the Two-mile Ridge Mr. Phillips
said— :

“In some: respects the site is analogous: to
that at Pinkenba, but the extent of available
wharfage is much greater, and the land is
higher 'and. better ‘adapted for every purpose
than is the land at Pinkenba.”’

That does not say that there is no possibility
of making a port at Normanton. But, unfor-
tunately for that part of the Gulf’ country,
successive Governments have faken steps: to
Gleh from it the trade which should naturally

Vr. Murphy.]
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go. there, and the rvesult is that population
has decreased, and we have not been ina
position to undertake the heavy expenditure
which harbour 1mprovements naturaily entail

The SrorrTary ror RAILWAYS: How much
has been spent on the port of Normanton?

My MURPHY : The first work done at the
port of Normanton was done under the direc-
tion of Sir John Cook, and they spent some-
thing like £40,000 i making a wrong channel.
Then they spent on  another channel some-
thing 'like £30,000. I cannot give the: exact
figures, but I do know that no money. has
been spent on the port of Normanton for the
last five years. The dredges werse taken away
just when they were doing good work, and
unfortunately for the Gulf the Croydon Gold-
field has declined.  If developments of the
deep ground at Croydon had turned out as we
anticipated, there would have been a popula-
tion on that particular goldfield equal perhaps
to that of Charters Towers;, and 'with such
g population’ the Government could not: pos-
sibly have continued to treat the Gulf country
as badly as it has for many years past been
treated. 1 regret to say the: Secretary for
Railways, who has always said he wasanxious
to assist that part of the country, should now
introduce a railway proposal which will “assist
to. make both Normanton and Burketown
duller ‘than they are at the present  fime.
On page 31 'of his reéport: Mr. Phillips says—

“ Captain 1. W. Robinson, than whom there
isno better authority on. the Norman: River
and bay, ‘seeing that he has . had twenty-two
vears’ continuous experience. of ‘lightering be-
tween the “anchorage -and the  town; :says——
“With regard to the present cutting,: I'venture
to- state-that there is:no other cutting through
an outside bariin Queensiand, in- fact, in- Aus-
tralia; that showed sich splendid results under
the circumstandces. ‘It is now five years since
the dredge left the port; the channel has never
been touched. since then, and what has made its
chances: evell ‘worse is .the fact that it has not
been used’ more than twenty ‘times by -the
coasting’ steamers . ‘during the. past five years,
the only ‘other: trafiic’ being the ss. ' Dugong’
and lighters.” :

And - with regard to’ a desp-water port,. on
page 35, Mr. Phillips says—

‘It may be.urged that the Norman River is
incapable: of:siich improvements as would place
it-in the: category of: first-class ports.  This is
not quite the:case, however, for it is capable
of improvement: up: to.- 20 feet at Lw.s., which
at: spring tides would accommniodate vessels: of
from 26 to.- 31 feet  draught, according  fo
monsoons.”

When the Secretary for Railways endeavours
$0 defend this particular railway he will have
to- deal with' these matters  which have been
brought' forward by an engineer ‘appointed
by himself to - deal with this question. Of
course, - the hon. gentleman will; no: doubt,
argus that this railway is being built in order
that™ facilities: ‘may  be " given to the copper
‘propositions on the 'Leichhardt: I take it
if ‘you wanted ‘to assist the mining industry,
as the Secretary: for Railways pointed out
thisaffernoon,  you ‘must give the - district
communication’ with the nearest port. . That
should bethe question in: dealing with:-a rail
way ‘of this nature, and the Normanton: dis-
trict Has been shamefully treated by successive
Governmentsin regard. to this: Cloncurry
mineral trade.
undoubtedly the natural port of that district,
and they “should obtain some consideration
from the Government. It seems a remark-
‘able fact that . the Secretary: for Railways,
when  introducing railways- to. this Chamber,

L3fr. Murphy.
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should be able to pick the route at his own
sweet: will:: The Secretary for Railways: will
probably: tell’ us later: on that Burketown is
unworthy ~of consideration.” What does one
of: hig officers say with regard to Burketown?
My Phillips, at page 12 of his report, says
thig—

‘“Ultimately, no doubt, freezing works will
be'established on~ the  Alberi and’ Norman
Rivers . for: supplying meat  to . the : Hastern
markets: in . India, China,  Japan,  Philippine
In this connection; it should: be
porne in. mind that there is no portion of “Aus~
tralia move free from long continued gnd de~
structive ‘droughts than the Burke district.”"In
1902, when stock were dying from omne end of
Queensland’ to the other, there was no loss of
stock in' the neighbourhood of the Gulf, whilst
many thousands of sheep and cattle were sent
there from: other districts:. One Iot of sheep
were ractually: fattened. within 20 ‘miles of
Burketown.”

At page 23, Mr. Phillips,” referring to the
Albert River bar, says—

“With' e - 16-feet  channel over the . bar,
vessels: drawing 17 feet could safely enter at
either ‘seagon during neap tides and 22. féet

cduring springs, whilst the maximum’ draught

during the north-west season might be 25 feet
o g little more if entry were made during
calm weather. - The entrance to the river from
the bar:.is. very direct; and does not  involve
any. . curves - of small radius.  In fact, the
smallest: curve, right up fo the ballast ground
landing, has. a radius of 2,250 feet, on which
theleast width is 750 feet.: Both diménsions
compareé  very. favourably with the: Brisbane
River at Kangaroo Point, wherée the width is
from 550 feet to: 700 feet, dand the radius is
about 1,000 feet.”

Mpr. Phillips estimates the cost of providing
the channels described at £50,000, and further
S8YS—

¢ The yaried. resources of the hinterland must
gsooner. or- later: demand an improved port on
the éstuary of the Albért’ River, so. that the
question - to: be considersd is not whether the
Albert-or:the Norman is: the better river, but
whether: the vast ‘mineral, ‘pastoral, and: agri-
cultural - resources of the district behind Burke:
town' are: to’ be. adequately developed and ac-
commodated - by méans of ‘railways and an
improved outlet to:the sed.””

Mz, Phillips is ‘an engineer of repute, and
has: a  thoroughly practical knowledge of
the: Gulf country, having first gone there
about: 1865. - The: quotations I have given
show what is his opinion of the ports in the
Gulf:: But, leaving that view of the matter
out of the question; I would point out that
the Government’ gave  a distinet promise t6
the people “of the Gulf district that the
Leichhardt copper lands would be . opened
up by a railway from' a Gulf port, and a
Government which is not a piecrust Govern:
ment, “when it passes its- word with regard
to any great public. matter, should stick to it;
and: carry out its promise. When Mr, Kid:
ston ' made - a tour’ through: the North-I
think it was after the Cloncurry Railway
had been built—he travelled by buggy from
Clongurry to Normanton, and, addressing a
public meeting there, he said that if he had
traversed the country previous to the passing
of the Richmond to Cloncurry railway, that

line, "as” far as he was concerneds would
never  have’ been introduced, because he

realised that the proper method of develop-
ing the mineral country back from Norman-
ton and Burketown “was by  comraunication
with those ports. The Government, in intro-
ducing this lime, are distinctly going back
on the "promise which was: given: to the
people of the Gulf district.. They should

@
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have deeided to build a railway to one of
the two Gulf ports. The people of the Guli
are zatisfied to leave to the Goverument the
selection of the port to which the line
should be constructed, but they certainly
think that, in dealing with this matter, con-
sideration should have been given to the
promise which was made to the people by
the Government. We are told that the
Government are anxious to asuist outside
places, but it appears to me that this Geo-
vernment, as far as Normeauton snd Burke-
town are concerned, are simply like other
‘Governments which have occupied the
Treasury benches in Quesnsland—they give
no consideration whatever to the pcople
living in those districts where they arc
working under great difiiculties and disabili-
ties in trying to develop that far away part
of Queensland. I sincerely trust that the
House will not agree to this railway.

Mr. COLLINS (Burke): I wish to endorse
the remarks that have fallen from the hon.
member for Croydon, who has quoted exten-
sively from a report by Mr. Phillips, which
was presented to this House in 1909. We
all know that the nearer a copper-mine is
brought to a port the better it is for those
engaged in that industry, especially where
copper-mining is carried on on an extensive
scale, ag we are told it will be at Mount
Cuthbert, Mount Oxide, the Mammoth
Mines, and other mines in that locality. The
difference between the cost of carrying from
Townsville to those places, and from a Gulf
port to those places, may be the difference
between the mines paying and not paying.
I do not intend to delay the House by dis-
cussing the matter at length. The hon.
member for Croydon has shown that
droughts are practically unknown in that
part of Queensland. During the great
drought of 1802 there was no drought in
that district. Mr. Phillips reports that the
land in the locality is of excellent quality,
and that in the Gregory River there is a flow
of 100,000,000 gallons of water per twenty-four
hours. 1t sceras to me that it would be a
good thing for a railway to be built from
the port of either Normanton or Burketown
to Mount Cuthbert.
that part of the country is not increas-
ing at the present time, and is not likely
to increase unless the Government spend
more public money in its development. The
argument that there is not a deep-water port
in the Gulf is hardly worthy of considera-
tion. This House recently passed a vote
of £350,000 to make a deep-water port at
Mackay.

The PrEMIER: The House did not vote
£350,000 for that purpose. ’

Mr. COLLINS: Well, the House gave the-

harbour board authority to raise £350,000
for the work.

The PrEMIER: The people approved of the
work.

Mr. COLLINS: No doubt if the people in
the Gulf district had an opportunity they
would approve of a like proposal for making a
port in the Gulf. Without delaying the House
any further, T will simply add that I am in
accord with what has been said by the hon.
member for Croydon.

Mr. MAY: I am going to support this rail-
way. I have been working for this line for
the last three years, and have been asked by
my constituents to forward its construction as
much as possible. If there was no line to
Cloncurry I should have supported a proposal
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o build a railway from the Gulf, but since we
fxave a line to Cloncurry, I contend that the
sooner we get that line extended the sconer
shall we got a line to the Gulf. In my opinion
the line to Cloncurry should have been carrle}i
to Stamford, and then along the ridges to
MecKinley, thence to Cloncurry. But _the line
is now built, and it 1s no use dlscussm%
that point. At the present time you can g;ao
blister copper carried from Cloncurry Lo
Townsville for £2 a ton, and copper ore
6s. 6d. per ton. ) )
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It is carried
at long-distance rates.

Mr. MAY: The hon, member for Croydon
1‘0251‘6)11 to a deputation which waited upon
the Minister in connection with ral{wayd con-
struction In t}iis dist};rigt, fan\% mle—lnetrlg?:y ;ﬁﬁ
name, as well as that oi DT ‘ 1
slfveral others, and stated that we adv O(Zategc,)
in the Brst instance, a line from Cloncuilryth
the CGulf. 'The hon. member would lea ! _ne
Chamber to believe that I am now tm&la (gi
tail on what I advocated at that time, an X i
not point ocut that ever smce the constiué: ;(})In
of the Cloncurry railway I have advocate te
extension of that railway to one of th«lzi gor S
in the Gulf—whether it went to Bur xesowrt
o: Normanton wus immaterial to me. Ccl)mx.
time ago we thought that the line from 5 onI;
curry was going to be extended to h.«).w
Hills, but that proposition =11 thli?ug e
was told by people up there that they we °
sure that line would never be built, beca\}g
they had not sufficient ore there to provi %
traffic which would make the railway pay.b !
do not remember the time the hon. n}?ﬁll e
for Croydon referred to when the ¢ 1?1?5
fishers,” as we used to call them, werfx ‘Oto
into that part of the country. I. E:e elThe
Messrs. Kidston, Airey, and Ken“ The
phrase is not disrespectful, but path;n c<1)mpv 37
mentary, as they were oub fishing for g?oz
ledge. “Phat was before the line was buils to
Cloncurry.

Mr. )I}L]‘RPHY: The railway was passed then.

i ilt.

Mr. MAY : The railway had not been bul
Bsg[the railway is built to Cloncurry élm;’-
and we have to take that fact info con% ?r'
iion in dealing with the proposal now.c1 o mg
the House. The owners of Mount Oxide ﬁ]nt
of Mount. Cuthbert and the prospector.i, 1yn (}s
district say they want to get a r?,l \Layeaa
soon as they possibly can. Here M?H Ozla,v > &
chance of passing a railway which wi L g..ct
caleulable good to the whole of that lstﬁlr’
and I shall support the line. I suppose h'e l‘f
will be a bit of opposition to it, but I ttilna
we shall manage to carry i, and I hope ﬂg
before the night is over I shall hawel0 te
pleasure of sending a telegram out West to
sar that the line has been pa.lssed.

Hon. E. B. Forrpst : Send it now.

Mr. MANN : Though it is not usual to say
much on the proposition to allow the Hou:sle
to go into Committee io deal with a é‘tal-
way, still, as this is almost a national 1_na.d e;',
I think the House would be well advise {)
discuss the propesition thoroughly beforg;ta.

lowing it to go into Committee.

[T pm.] On carefully reading the Commis-

) sioner’s report, one can sree
little to object to except that it means{7 a.rfx
enormous length of carriage fo the port o
Townsville. Possibly the Gpvernmer}x}t mlaz
justify the proposed extension by t e;tphea‘
that if they started to geb connection ;wit 2
port in the Gulf a much longer time mig
elapse than would be the case if they were

Mr. Mann.]
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to go on with the present proposed extension.
I oppose this line, not because I think it is a
bad proposition, but because I think cach
port should have the trade of itx own hintey-
land. This will mean hundreds of miles of
railage to Townsville, which is not better
port than could be made at either Normanton
or Burketown, and entails 300 miles extra,
carriage, There is a kind of sugar-coating
to_the pill in the recommendation of the Com.
missioner, where he says this is only. a link
in some future railway to a Gulf port.

The SECRETARY FOR RATLWAYS: Why should
the Commissioner provide a sugar-coated pill ?

The PREMTER: Is it to make
acceptable?

Mr. MANN: Ves.

it more

’ The representatives of
the district would not put up the same fight
against this railway if they thought that in
the mnear future the line would be extended
to Normanton or Burketown. The member
for the district, Mr. May, put up a good
fight for the railway, but even he will admit
. that, given equal facilities in regard to ship-
ping, it must be preferable to take the ores
to the nearest port.

The SECRETARY ForR RAILWAYS: Nobody is
arguing against that,

Mr, MANN: Then why not take the line
to Normanton or Burketown?

The.SEcRETARY FOR RATLWavS: The hest
proposition is not always practicable.

Mr., MANN: Minerals have a fluctuating
value. They may stang high railway charges
when the value is high, but when the value
has become lower, they may not be able to
stand the high carriage to Townsville. 300
miles less carriage may make all the difference
between profit and loss, and by adopting
a shortex: route to a port we may preserve
the mining industry of that district for
QL}eensland when prices are low. Another
thing, a great deal is said about filling up
the waste spaces, and we have a vast empty
country in the Gulf district. Would it not
be better to establish a port there and thus
encourage population about Normanton or
Burketqwn than to have everything sent to
Townsville, which is apparently the intention
of the Government under this Bill? We are
putting too heavy an impost on the people
who have mining propositions in this district.
We should encourage them not only to work
their rich ores, but also encourage them to
work the low-grade ores; and we can only
encourage them to do_that by giving them
the shortest and easiest route to a port. I
was one of a deputation which waited on Mr.
Kidston some time ago, and whatever may
be said against thag gentleman he certainly
seemed to hayve got the hang, geographically
speaking, of the position. He painted to the
deputation a bright picture of what it would
mean to the Gulf country if a railway were
made to Normanton or ‘Burketown, Right
along the eastern seaboard we have settlement
from Cooktown down the coast, and to that
extent we are safeguarded from invasion
and considering the empty spaces along the
Gulf ssaboard the Gowvernment would be
lacking in patriotism if they were not to take
the earliest opportunity of settling that part
of Queensland. I think the Minister would
be well advised in considering the question
of taking the line either to Burketown or
Normanton. The people of Townsville al-
ready *have a_big hinterland, and it would be
showing consideration for their weaker neigh-

[Mr. Mann.
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bours if they were to waive their claim to
have this railway and allow it to be made to
a Gulf port. )

Hon. R. PHILP (Fownsvill;: This line is
not being built for the people of Townsville;
it is being built for the copper mines between
Cloncurry and Aount Cuthbert.

Mr, 3urpEY: It is for the Mount Cuthbert
Copper Mines.

Hon, R. PHILP: The Mount Cuthbert
people will have to make up the deficiency if
the line does not pay. It is only 60 or 70
miles from Cloncurry to Mount Cuthbert, and
it is nearly three times as far from Norman-
ton to Mount Cuthbert. If this line can be
built in two years from Cloncurry, it will
take six years to build it from Normanton.
But the building of this line will hasten the
building of the line to the Gulf; and I hope
the Normanton line will start from both ends
when it is built. (Hear, hear!) No one would'
be more glad to pass the line from Norman-
ton to Cloncurry than myself, but I am not
prepared to say whether Normanton or Burke-
town is the better port. There is better land
about Burketown, but Normanton has the
better river. If I were representing a Gulf
electorate I would not object to this line.

Mr. MurpaY: If vou lived in the Gulf
twenty-five years and knew how the people
were taken down you would object.

Hox. R. PHILP: There are a number of
rich mines north of Cloncurry, and the ques-
tion is how can we benefit those people best
and quickest? By building the line from
Cloncurry to Mount Cuthbert they will have
to go only one-third of the distance they
would have to go from Mount Cuthbert to
Normanton or Burketown. The Government
have not yet made up their minds which is.
the better port, and I could not say which is
the better port. You may have the richest
mine in the world, but unless you have rail-
way communication you cannot.mgke it pay.
I hope the House will pass this line, which
will help to make the line to the Gulf more
quickly than would be otherwise the case.

Mr, WIENHOLT (Fassifern): Though this
seems to be rather un expensive line, and the
earnings rather doubtful, I believe 1t will be
a good thing to build the line if it is the
intention to connect eventually with a port
in the Gulf. When we had before us the pro-
position to build the transcontinental rail-
way I said the scheme would be incomplete
until we could make one of the ports in our
own territory the terminus of the line—a port
in the Gulf. This line is particularly inter-
esting to me because I think it should be a
connection of the transcontinental railway.
It could fit in splendidly with that system,
which will come very much further inside
than the at present proposed transcontinental
line. I think it will be much better if the line
goes to Normanton or Burketown, and I
think the Government should connect the lines
right through from Cloncurry pretty well to
Charleville, going very much inside of where
it is already. Such a line would have my
hearty support.

The SECRETARY TFOR RAILWAYS:
The hon. member for Croydon several times
stated that the tabling of the plan of the
line from Cloncurry towards Mount Cuthbert
was a_distinet breach of trust, and a distinct
breaking of a promise given by the Premier
in 1909,

Mr. MuRPHY: Hear, hear!
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The SECRETARY FOR RATLWAYS:
Though the hon, member, as a rule, is very
genial, and I nearly always listen to him with
a great deal of pleasure, I could nct al-
together agree with him when he was making
such charges against the Government, For the
reason that the hon. member ovidently did
not consider that the circumstances are not
now what they were in 1909, when the late
Premier met the deputation that the horn.
member referred to.

Myr. MurpHEY: What is the difference ?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
In 1809 it was thought very much more ad-
visable that the northern” portion of the
great Cloneurry copper field should be con.
nected directly with the Gulf rather than
with Cloncurry, but last year, the then Pre-
mier, Mr. Kidston, made the statement
that in order to complete that great svstem
of railways in far western Queensland it
would be necesary to build the railway from
Cloncurry to the Gulf, as that is the desire
of the Government in bringing forward this
projected first section of that railway. I
say it is an entirely different proposition to
any proposition that has becen brought for-
ward during the last twentyfive years. I
claim that the present Government is abso-
lutely keeping faith with the Gulf people
in their desire to have railway communica-
tion with the Cloncurry copper fields, and
with Normanton, for the reason that they
sent Mr. Elliott, of the Harbours and Rivers
Department, to thoroughly examine the
shores of the Gulf to try and find whether it
was possible to get a deep-water port with-
out going to the expense of cither opening
up Normanton or Burketown. There was
never any reason to suppose that that pro-
mise was not going to be carried out.
could not possibly send anv officer belonging
to another Minister’s department, but Mr.
Elliott was sent to the Gulf as soon as ever
his other duties would permit, and I regret
to say that Mr. Elliott’s report was not the
report that I wished to see, for the reason
that it has been my desire, if possible, to
start a railway from the Gulf port—a better
port than either of those in existence at the
present time. What does Mr. Elliott say ?
On page & of his report he says—

“From the results of my observations on
this oczagion, and of my survey of Point Parker
in 1881, and from the information derived
from the Admiralty chart, it may be definitely
stated that no natural deep-water harbour
exists on the majnland of Queensland in the
area under observation.”

Mr, Moreay: We admit that.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
On pages 5 and 6 of his report, Mr. Elliott
says—

“From the Albert I went across to the
Norman River, and examined the cutting
dredged in 1904 to a L.W. depth of 10 feet.
This channel, some 11,000 feet in length by a
width of 200 feet, was made in a N.W. by N.
direction from the deep water in the elbow lead
(about 4 miles from Kurumba) out to the
12-foot contour, cutting through about 600 feet
of a sandbank (dry at L.W.) at a distance of
some 4,000 feet from inner end of cutting.
Although the depths in this inner 4,000 feet
have been well maintained and slightly im-
proved since 1904, the sandbank has to a
certain extent reformed 1,000 feet further out
than originally, and for a length of 250 feet
there is only from 2 feet 6 inches to 3 feet at
L.W.8. in the cutting, or about 1 foot 6 inches
less than in the old channel, which is still
marked b 'eading beacons for day use if
required.
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“The outer 6,000 feet of the dredged cutting
is practically obliterated, as you will see by
plan attached.”

That is the Normanton port. The promise
made by Mr. Kidston has been fully carried
out by the present Premier in sending Mr.
Elliott to the Gulf to make another thorough
examination, with a view to seeing whethar
it was possible to start railway construction
from thore.

Mr. MurprY: That is not a fair way of
putting it.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Whether it is a fair way or not, I can assure
you it is the truthful way.

Mr. MurPHY: You never instructed Mr.
Elliott to ascertain where you could start
railway construction in the Guif.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
He was instructed to ascertain the best deep-
water port, so that we could then take into
consideration where we could start railway
building from the Gulf. The hon. member
for Croydon also referred to the fact that
Mr. Phillips was instructed by myself to re-
port as to the best method of opening up
the northern part of the Cloncurry copper
field by means of a railway to the Gulf.
When this report was furnished, the Lawn
Hills Company had not forfeifed their de-
posit to the Government to build a railway
from Burketown to Lawn Hills., I say with-
out hesitation, if that company had carried
out their agreement, the proposition of open-
ing up the Cloncurry copper field would have
been a much easier one than it is at the pre-
sent time, for the reason that it would have
been a much ecsier matter for us to have
connected with Lawn Hills than it is for us
at the present time to connect with Towns;
ville, which is 600 miles away. On page 37
of his report Mr. Phillips says—

“ CLONCURRY TO BURKETOWN.

‘““ The railway which in the first instax}ce
would confer the greatest benefit upon tI}e d}s—
trict generally, and which I have no hesitation
in recommending, would be from Cloncurry, via
Quamby, Coolullah, and Kamileroi, crossing
the Leichhardt River about 7 or 8 miles above
Lorraine Head Station, and thence in a very
direct line to Gregorv Downs, and via the east-
ern bank of the Gregory River and Beames
Brook (crossing the latter near the Brook Hotel)
to Burketown, and thence to the ballast ground
on the Albert River,”

Mr. MurpHY: You must not forget that
Mr. Phillips recommended the construction
of a railway in the Gulf running into mil-
lions of money

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Mr. Phillips did not recommend the depart-
ment to build a railway from Burketown to
Cloncurry, but he recommends building from
Cloncurry to Burketown, ‘and the length of
that railway would be 285 miles, and the
estimated cost was £735,000. =Mr. Phillips,
on the same page, recommendation number
7, ravs—

“ For reasons previously given—vide pages
92 to 97 ante—I cannot recommend the exten-
sion  of the railway from Normanton to
Karumba.

“1 would advise that the deep-water bherth
for ships in the Norman River be placed at
Port Norman, and that a high-level railway,
laid with 42-1b. rails, be constructed from Port
Norman to Normanton, a distance of 2914
miles, of which, however, the length to con -
struct would be about 2614 miles,”

Hon. W.T. Paget.]
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é&nd n recommendstion No. 8 he goes on to
ay—

“I would advise that from "poin
Kamileroi on the Cloncurry—Burke?ovfglffaillg::§
~—about 105 miles from Cloncurry—a railway
of 3 feet 6 inches gauge, laid with 42-1b. rails
be extended to Normanton, vid Donor’s Hill,
crossing the Flinders at Walker's Bend, and
joining the Port Norman Branch at a ’point
ahgu%:‘h7 ntzliie? from Normanton.

e total length to construct
about 133 miles, and as the Flinders igvgllllédonlln;
r{cvelr that would have to be crossed, and that
E 00000 svel 1 estimate the cost at about
That is from Kamileroi to Normanton. e
recommends the construction of a railway
from Cloncurry to Kamileroi, over the routs
of this railway which is now being objected
to, and the distance from Kamileroi to Clon.
curry 1s 105 miles, and Kamileroi to Nor-
manton is 133 miles. The great object that
those copper companies in the Cloncurry dig.
trict have is to get to work. They have
been spending money for many years in de-
veloping their property. I am given to
understand the Mount Cuthbert Company
have spent from £70,000 to £80,000, and they
are desirous, having spent that large sum
of money, of erceting smelters and placing
the proposition on a payable basis, and their
proposition to the Government is: If you
start from the Gulf, where you eventually
intend to go, it will take quite a number
of years before you give us railway com-
munication with the nearest seaport, but if
you build 70 miles of railway—of which
I am proposing 42 miles to-night—we should
then be} in a position to profitably work
our mines and, smelt for the public
although we have to pay a very much highe;‘
railage to Townsville than we would pay
to either Normanton or Burketown. I would
point out that until we are in a position,
by the development of the Gulf country, o
induce oversea ships to steam down the Gulf
to a port in the Gulf, although the railage
fo a port in the Gulf will be appreciably
lower than the railage to Townsville, the
sea carriage will be very much higher, for
the reason that the products must be put on
board steamer and csrried to Thursday
Island, and there transhipped to the oversea
boat. Although the Government has mnot
been able to propose that this railway showxld
start from the Gulf port, the Government
has gone a very long way towards consuin-
mating the wish of the people living in the
Gulf, and who are desirous of this railway
being constructed.

Mr. NEVITT
Speaker—

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber is following a very unusual course. The
question has been debated and the Minister
has replied.

Mr. Nevirr: But, Mr. Speaker, surely I
have a right to speak.

The SPEAKER: The hon. member is
quite within his right in speaking, but it is
not usual to continue the debate after the
Minister has replied.

Mr. NEVITT: I am under a very great
disadvantage this evening for more reasons
than one. I should not have attempted +o
follow the Minister had I been able to gret
to the Chamber earlier in the day. This is

a matter of very consideralble

[7.30 p.m.] importance " to my electorate.

The majority of members in t£Hhis
Chamber know the sttitude that I havve
taken in conucction with railway construction

[Hon. W.T. Paget.
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in the Gulf country ever since I have been
a member of the House, and I cannot allow
this opportunity to pass without entering
my most emphatic protest against the action
of the Government in introducing this rail-
way. It seems to me that the Government
are acting towards the particular portion of
Quecnsland which I represent in exactly the
same way as other Governments in the past
have acted towards it. It appears that this
vast Gulf country is to be continually made
the Cinderella of the State. If this portion
of Queensland had received in the past all
that it was entitled to, it would not be
suffering as it is suffering to-day. At the
present time the Government are receiving
from £30,000 to £50,000 per annum in the
shape of rents from runs—leasehold and
occupation licenses—and yet they are taking
away what little trade is left to the district

and sending it to the Kast coast. What is
the result?
The SECRETARY FOR RamLwavs: The trade

is now going to Clencurry.

Mr. NEVITT: A portion of it is, and if
you pass this railway the trade which is
at present going to Normanton and Burke-
town will go to Townsville. The railway
mileage from Townsville to Cloncurry is 480
miles, and pradtically goes due west. It is
proposed now to ¢ontinue that railway due
south to Mount Cuthbert, a distance of
80 miles, and it is suggested that it should
then go due north for another 42 miles. By
coustructing this railway the distance by
railway from Townsville to Mount Cuthbort
will be 560 miles, whereas the district could
be connected with a Gulf port by a railway
not more than 150 miles long. Is that a
fair proposal to that particular portion of
Queensland. The Minister for Railways
says that we cannot got ships to go to the
Gulf, and that until ships do go to the Gulf
it is no use building a railway for a port
there. Why, only twenty-five or thirty
years ago we had rails brought oversea and
landed at a port in the Gulf; the Minister
knows that perfectly well, and yet he says
that before we build a railway to Burke.
town or Normanton we should have ships
running into the Gulf. Some twenty-five
vears ago rails were landed from the
* Middlesborough” at 17s. 6d. per ton, so
that argument advanced by the Minister
has absolutely no weight. If the railway
from Cloncurry to Mount Cuthbert is buil.t,
instead of constructing a line to a port in
the Gulf, it will be one of the greatest

“injustices ever inflicted upon that part of

the State. The country between Mount Cuth-
bert and the Gulf is much easier country for
railway onstruction than that between Clon-
curry and Mount Cuthbert. Last year I was
told, by officials in the Hngincer’s Depart-
ment, that on an average they were laying
railways with 42lb. rails, and that it re-
quired from 250 to 300 tons per mile. That
means that for this 40 miles of railway
there will be an increase of £10,000 in the
cost, or a total of £20,000 on the capital
cost when it reaches its objective at MMount
Cuthbert. For all time that railway will
be handicapped by an increased outlay of
£20,000 compared with what would have
been required if the railway had been con-
structed to the Gulf. It is a shame and
disgrace that one particular portion of the
State should be given an advantage at the
expense of another, as will be the case if
this line is constructed. Only the other day
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I had a letter from a gentleman in that
portion of my electorate known as Lake
Nash, which is something like 200 muiles
from Cloncurry. The letter stated that the
Railway Department are offering the people
every facility for the carriage of produce
from Townsville to Malvern, thence to Lake
Nash. Loading for that district has gone
from the port of Burketown from the time
that Lake Nash was opened up until the
present date. During the last few years the
population of Burketown and Normanton
has decreased very nearly two-thirds. What
is the causs of that decrease? When I re-
ferred to this matter on a previous occasion—
I think it was last year—the Minister said
it was owing to the downfall of Croydon.
That was certainly one of the factors which
brought about a decrease in the population
at Normanton. Eut the principal cause is
that the trade which used to go to the port
of Normanton now goes to the eastern coast.
Townsville has tapped the trade of that
district on one side, and Cairns has tapped
it on the other. The result is that the trade
of that great hinterland, the Etheridge
country, that used to go through Norman-
ton, now goes through Townsville and
Cairns. If the Government are not very
careful in what they do, there will soon be
nobody in that country except a few pas-
toral lessees. That part of the country has
-come to the rescue of the Stafe on more than
one occasion. During the last drought it
was the only place where you could get
«attle to supply the Southern portion of the
State. Unfortunately, Mr. Speaker, I am
unable to continue. I sincerely hope that
the Government will see their way clear at
a very early date to build a railway from
a port in the Gulf into that part of the
country.

Mr. FORSYTH (Moreton): With regard
to this railway, I should like to see a line
start from a port in the Gulf, because there
i35 no doubt that the Gulf has gone back
very much during the last few years. It is
perfectly true that the line rumning from
Cairns to Georgetown and the railway from
"Townsville to Cloncurry have taken to those
portz a very large proportion of the business
that used io go through Normanton. If a
railway was builé to Normanton 1t would
pass through absolutely level country, in
‘which there are no engineering difficulties.

Mr. HauminroN: Do you mean the route
which was surveyed some years ago?

Mr. FORSYTH : The country is level all
‘the way.
Mryr. Havivron: It is flooded country.

Mr. FORSYTH : I grant that, but at the
same time I say it is very level country.
We have flooded country between Norman-
ton and Croydon, but the floods do not last
very long, so that they do not cause much
interruption to traffiec. With reference to
the proposal to run a line below the range,
then go to Gregory Downs, and thence to
Burketown, I do not think there is any
possible hope of such a railway going on.
I think the recommendation of Mr. George
Phillips with regard to a railway in that
-district is the best that has been made. As
to navigation in the Gulf, I would remind
hon. members that as soon as you cross the
bar vou get into very deep water, 'and have
most magnificent wharfage frontages at
Karumba, and the land there is high.
Whether you build a line to Burketown or
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Normanton, one thing is absolutely certain,
and that is that if you want vessels to go
alongside a wharf you will have to dredge
the bar—ecither at Burketown of Normanton.

Mr. HavioTon: There wus a dredge there.

Mr. FORSYTH: And I may say that the
work done by the dredging is standing
remarkably well. If the bar is not dredged,
then you will have to employ lighters to
take goods to and from the big steamers as
they lie outside in deep water. But to make

.the transit oxpeditious and cheap there is

not the slightest doubt that you will have
to take the line either to Karumba or Port
Norman and dredge the bar. At one time
we expected to get a line built to Lawn
Hills, but that proposal fell through; the
company forfeited their deposit, and there
is not the slightest chance of the line being
constructed now. Some people who know a
great deal about the country think that the
Iine should go to Ksarumba, because there
you will have high country, splendid wharf-
age, and very deep water. Port Norman is
up the river a good distance, and if a line
was taken there a considerable amount of

.dredging would have to be done, in order to

allow ocean-going vessels to get there.

Mr. HavizroN: You would have to dredge
the river.

Mr. FORSYTH: Yes. So long as it is
understood that the Government mean this
line as the starting of the line to the Gulf
I would not have so much objection to it,
because if that place is to get a start it
must be by railway communication. No
doubt if the mines in the district do not get
railway communication they will be sure to
close up. I believe the idea of the Govern-
ment in starting the line from Cloncurry
is to give these mines the henefit of railway
communication at the earliest possible time;
and from that point of view it is a very
good thing. I am certain that if this line
goes to Mount Cuthbert and down the
Leichhardt a numbsr of mines that are now
closed will be reopened and a large number
of men employed. As soon as the first section
is finished, the people at Mount Cuthbert
will build smelters and work will go on
vigorously. Other mines will be opened up
and there will be great activity in mining in
that part of fhe country.

Mr. MurpHaY: The last Government said
the line would be started from the Gulf.

Mr, FORSYTH: There was some idea, at
the time the Great Western line went through,
of running it from Camooweal to Burketown.

The SECRETARY FOR RATLWAYS: And from
Cloncurry to the Gulf.

Mr. FORSYTH: Anvone who would run
a line from Camooweal to Burketown would
be practically a lunatic, because it would
never pay. JThere are only a fow stations
between Camooweal and the Gulf—only one
of them being a sheep station—and some on
the othor side of Camooweal that would
benefit the line, and without the assistance of
mineral traffic it would not pay. A great
portion of that magnificient Barclay Table-
land, however, would be devieloped by a line
to the Gulf. I do not think that a line even
from Normanton to Cloncurry would pav
without the assistance of big mining centres.
Mount Cuthbert has been pretty well de-
veloped, and Mount Oxide is a very rich mine,
and though the line may not go to Mount
Oxide it will bring that much closer to rail-
way communication. They have been sending .

Br. Forsyth.
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away their ores under great difficulties up
to the present, and it will benefit them
greatly to have closer raillway communication.
If it is the understanding that this is the
first section of a line to the Gulf it would be
a great mistake to go agalnst it. I would
like the line to go from Normanton or
Burketown, but if we cannot get that it
would be foolish to throw this out. This
line will be the means of great development
in the mining cintres down the Leichhardt;
and in addition to the large mines there are
also many properties with small shows that
will be developed. On these grounds I will
certainly support the passing of this railway.
The PREMIER: I think the construction
of a line purely to a mineral district is some-
what of a risk. We have information as to
the mineral wealth of the locality, and that in
itself is a temptation, but to my mind the
greatest justification for the comstruction of
the lim is that we shall then have control
of a line reaching the Gulf seaboard. When
the Great Western scheme was introducad last
session it was hoped that some time it would
connect with Port Darwin. We bhave no
control of the land in the Northern Territory,
but we have control of our own territory; and
it 1s desirable, at the earliest convenient date,
that we should avail ourselves of a Gulf port,.
It is quite understandable that the hon.
member for Croydon and the hon. member
for Carpentaria should enter their protest,
though 1 think it is hardly fair for them to
blam> the Government as they have dome.
This is a link in the reaching a Gulf port,
inasmuch as it is desirable that the Gulf
ports should be reached so as to get con-
nection with the great Tast and even
Europe. Our mails might be delivered much
more quickly if they could be put on the
line at a Gulf port and carried through +to
Townsville and to Rockhampton by the
Great Wisstern line and also to the Southern
States. I do not think the Gulf
[8 p.m.] members should look on this line
as inimical to their best interests,
but as a step towards the connection of the
Gulf country with the trunk line. The imme-
dizt> purpose is to make possible the profit-
able utilisation of the mineral arcas in the
district, but we cannot recard that as the
terminus of the line. The hope is fhat i
will terminate at some port in the Gulf. As
to the portion of the line introduced to-da.y,
we can diverge cither north-east or north-
west to Normanfon or Burketown, it is niot
right that the Gulf mr~mbers look upon this
proposzal as an unfair deal.
Question put; and the Heuse divided :—

Avms, 44.
Mr. Allan Mr. Lennon
. Appel ,,»  Marartney
,» Barber .»  Mackintosh

,» Barnes, G. P. ,»  MecLachlan

., Barnes, W. H. ., May
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. grﬂn]\jan ’s g Sulthvan

. reelin s age

. (I}rids.w' 4 ,: I{#tx}we

N orser . hilp

z, Covne ,» Ryan

»  Crawford ;, Btevens

,» Denham ,,» Swayne
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:, Forrest ,, Tolmie

¢ s Forsyth .,  Trout

» (Ijox " e %;?vlv}l{es
Gran s alker

. Hamilton  Welsby

.  Hodge »»  Wienholt
Hunter, D. .. Winstanley

Tellars: Mr. Forsyth and Mr. D. Hunter.
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Nozs, 8.
Mr. Adamson r. Murphy
,, Collins ,  Nevitt
s Mann ,, Payne

,» Mulcahy ,, Ryland
Tellers : Mr. Mulcahy and Mr., Murphy.

Resolved in the affirmative.

COMMITTEE.
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS, in

moving-— .

“That the Speaker do now leave the chair,
and the House resolve itself into a Committee
of the Whole to consider the following resolu-
tions (—

« 1. That the House approves of the plan,
section, and book of reference of the
proposed branch from Cloncurry !:o-
Mount Cuthbert (Ist section), in
length 42 miles 15 chains.

“ 2, That the plan, section, and book of
reference be forwarded to the Legis-
lative Council for their approval, by
message in the usual form ~-—

said: This railway, running northerly from
Cloncurry towards the Gulf, is a line which
we might term a purely mineral line, and it
1§10t For the purpose of inducing close
settlement at the present time, but is one
that will be the ineans of opening up a very
rich portion of the great Cloncurry mineral
district. The line is 14 miles 15 chains in
length, and the estimated cost is £168,667, cr
£4,022 per mile. The Commissioner estimates
that the extra rolling-stock that will be re-
quired will cost about £5,300. There have:
been a number of propositions for connecting
the Cloncurry district with the Gulf. Some
twenty-five years ago about £500,000 was
voted for the purpose of constructing that
line. The plan, I understand, was not sub-
mitted to Parliament, and the money was
allocated to other railways. In 1801 a private
company proposed to construct a railway from
Normanton to Cloncurry. Thst company ch_d
not carry out its obligations, and its deposit.
of £10,000 was forfeited. There was another
proposition to build a railway to tbe Gulf by
the Lawn Hills Company, but during the last
few months that company has finally said

they cannot carry out their obligations
under the agreement which was Tati-
fied by Parliament, and they have for-

feited their deposit. I do not think there
is the slightest chance of a railway being
built in the near future from Burketown to
Lawn Hills by any company, so that we may
put that proposition out of our minds in con-
sidering any proposal for the linking up of the
Gulf with the great main northern line from
Townsville to Cloncurry. I should have been
very much better pleased if in making this
connecting link between the Great Western
scheme and the Gulf, we could hgve‘ pro-
posed to start from the Gulf, but it is not
possible at the present time. I have aquady
referred to the report sent in by Mr. Elliott,
who was sent to the Gulf to try and find a
deep-water port on that coast. I thought the
next best thing would be to see whether the
companies who owned these properties, and
who have spent very large sums of money in
development work, could not get some quicker
means of transit to a port than they would
have if the Government had decided to waib
until the port in the Gulf country had been
finally decided upon, and a railway built from
that place. When the Commissioner re-
marked in his report that this may be con-
sidered as the first section of a railway from
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Lloncurry to the Gulf, the Commissioner says
what is absolutely correct. On page 3 of his
report the Commissioner says—

“ This section of 42 miles in length, or even

to Mount Cuthbert, should not be considered
Dby itself; it is part of a scheme for connect-
ing the Cloncurry district with a port in the
Gulf, and this projecct has been before the
public for twenty-five years. It will pro-
vide means of development for a district of
.great wealth, which will be of advantage, not
only to the pecple directly concerned, but to
the State as a whole. The burden of making
up the shortage in interest will fall mostly
upon the mining proporties (by reason of the
greater value of the land and the enhance-
ment), and they are the persons who will
benefit most. I recommend the construction of
this railway.”
‘The properties that will be more immediately
benefited by the construction of this Mount
Cuthbert Railway are the Mount Cuthbert
Mines, Dobbyn, and Mount Oxide, and in
order to give members of the Committee the
information that has come to my hand, T will
first of all quote from the Commissioner’s re-
port. He says—

“ RESUMPTION OF LAND.—Only about 5 acres
of freehold land will require to be resumed, as
the remainder of the country is all held under
pastoral lease with the exception of one graz-
ing farm, from which about 10 acres will be
required. The cost of resumption may there-
fore be regarded as nominal.”

‘With respect to the railway district, a diffi-
«culty has arisen. The railway district is about
6,048 square miles, and the Commissioner dis-
tinctly points out—

“ This railway district is almost all at pre-
sent included in the benefited area D for the
Great Western Railway, and I propose to ask
you to introduce a Bill during the next session
of Parliament to omit from it the district
described below, which will then be liable for
‘the railway to Mount Cuthbert only.”

I thought, and still think, it would not be a
just or fair thing to ask the people in those

0,048 square miles to be double-banked with

respect to the railway district, and if we
were to superimpose a railway district for
the purpose of constructing this railway, then
the pastoral tenants would be liable to have
their rentals multiplied by eighty under the
Railway Act, in order to value them for
rating purposes. We do not take away from
the ratepayers in this proposed railway dis-
triet the right to call for a poll as to whether
they will have this railway built or not, but
it will be necessary if the railway is con-
structed to bring a Bill before the House
next session omitting this railway district
from Area D of the Great Western Railway,
so that they will not be double-banked with
respect to their rateable values. With regard
to the revenue and expenditure, the Com-
missioner, in his report says—

“ REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE.—Considerable
‘mining development has taken place around
Mount Cuthbert, which is about 70 miles from
Cloncurry. Already about 4,000 tons of ore
‘have been despatched from the district by road
to Cloncurry, and the Mount Cuthbert No
Liability Company has no less than 16,000
‘tons of ore ready for transport, while a vast
quantity of ground has been proved. There
are other important mining properties, such as
‘the Dobbyn, Crusader, and Argylla groups.
“The Mount Cuthbert Company will proceed to
erect smelters (which will also be available
‘to the public) when the first section of the
railway is completed, so that smelting opera-
‘tions may be procteded with immediately the
line to Mount Cuthbert is ready for trafie.
Tt is estimated that the output will be as great
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as from Mount Hiliott, which has produced
5,500 tons of wsmelted copper during the last
twelve months.

“ Mount Oxide is (as the crow flies) 109
miles north-west of Cloncurry, and 123 miles
from Burketown. This mine has already
despatched over 1,600 tons of ore, mostly to
Burketown, but latterly it is coming to Clon-
curry. The mining warden reports that Mount
Oxide has 250,000 tons of ore exposed.

“The pastoral outlook for this railway is

also bright; the two squares on the map which
will be actually touched by the line (between
longitudes 140 and 141, and latitudes 19 and
21) contain 126,000 cattle and 76,000 sheep,
while further north the number of cattle in-
creasza,  Drought is unknown, and Mr. George
Phillips, C.E., and Mr. Surveyor Stringer, both
of whom spent some time in examining the
country, speak highly of the possibilities of the
district.” .
With respect to the development of the
Mount Cuthbert No Liability Company, I
may state that they have no less than 16,000
tons of ore at grass. Those 16,000 tons of
ore have been won from the levels that have
been. driven to develop the property; there
has been no stoping at all done, and this
guantity of ore has been actually won while
the company were expending the £75,000 of
capital that is already invested in the pro-
perty. The particulars of the work done are
as follows:—

“The permanency of the lode is proved lgy
the fact that it is improving at depth, both in
size and guality.

“ At 150-feet level the ore channel was 75
feet wide; at 250-feet, over 80 feet wide; at
350-feet, nearly 100 feet wide; with the ore
coming closer together.”

The value of the ore that has been absolutely

proved up to the present time is abous
£700,000, with copper at £50 per ton. There
is available in that one property ready

for the smelters some 14,000 tons of copper.
The latest report, which I had handed to
me only last week, states that the 350-feet
level shows 10 per cent. ore on the face. I
should like to point out with reference to
the mineral line which was built to_Mount
Elliott, that during the period from Novem-
ber, 1910, to October, 1911, 42,744 tons of ore
were treated at Mount Elliott, resulting as
follows: —Copper, 5,504 tons 11 cwt.; gold,
10,623 ounces; and silver, 4,821 ounces. I asked
the Department of Public Lands whether
they could give me some information about
the area of country that would be served by
a railway running to Mount.Cuthbert, and
as to whether we could avail ourselves of
some of the country for closer settlement.
On the 2Tth October, Mr. W. J. Scott, the
Under Secretary for Public Lands, wrote to
me as follows:— '

“ gir,—Referring to your letter of the 5th
N. 11-4-7508, desiring informa-
tion in regard to the land along the route of
a possible railway from Cloncurry to Mount
Cuthbert, I have the honour to forward here-
with statements of how the land within 30
miles of the route is held, and of the general
character of the country so far as the infor-
mation is available, and also a plan in 111u§-
tration. There is no prospect of settlement in
small areas in the region in question, but all
available land would doubtless be readily
selected as grazing farms if a railway were
constructed.”

“ PARTICULARS OF LAND TENURES WITHIN A
30-MILE RADIUS OF A PROPOSED RAILWAY
FrOM CLONCURRY TO MOUNT CUTHBERT.

“1. Pastoral Holdings—— i
“Area of land held as pastoral holdings
within a 30-mile radius = 2,032 square miles

Hon. W.T. Paget.)



2822 Cloncurry to

= 1,300,480 acrss, of which the Crown has the
right of resumption without compensation, ex-
cept for improvements, of—-

271 sq. ms. = 173,440 ac.—at any time
412

' = 263,680 ,, —after 31-12-1912
105 v = 67,260 ,,—after 30-6-1914
79 2 = 50,560 ,,—after 31-12-1914,
Total resumable, 867 square miles == 554,880
a_cres.
“2. Oce tion Licenses—

“ Area of land held under occupation license
within a 30-mile radius = 1,553 square miles
= 293,920 acres.

“Thiz land is available for
selection at any time.

“ 3. Vacant Land—

“ (@) 166 square miles — 106,240 acres—
open for occupation licanse only.

“ (b) 426 square miles = 272,640 acres—
open for occupuation license or lease.

“ Total = 592 zquare miles — 378,880 acres.””

opening for

Mr. Scott also furnished me with the follow-
ing general description of the country:—

‘“ Only the land comprised in the pastoral
holdings has been reported on, and conse-
quently the desired information is not avail-
able except in regard to the pastoral holdings.
These are described generally as under:—

‘“The country within the 30-mile radius
comprises large areas of forest land and ridges,
timbered with box, coolibah, gum, bloodwood,
beefwood, silver box, etc., and interspersed with
stretches of open chocolate s9il plains and
downs, with clumps of gidya, whitewood, shade
bushes, etec. The soil varies from rich dark
and chocolate on parts of the river and creek
frontages and on the open downs country, to
poor reddish (ant hills) 'soil on the stony
ridges and hills. There are alsc considerable
stretches of reddish soil country with sandy
flats and quartz gravelly patches. The grasses
comprise several varieties of a good nutritious
character, such as Mitchell, Flinders, star,
summer, and kangaroo grass, with spinifex
on the ridges and also in the silver-box and
mountainous country.”

I know of my own khowledge the list X
quoted is not a complete list of all the ore
which has been despatched from the locality
which will be served by this railway, because
there were very large quantities of 40 pex
cent. ore sent from Kalkadoon. Throurh
the Under Secretary for Mines, I also got the
following interesting report from the wardeny
at Cloncurry :—

““12th Octgber, 1911,

‘“ Sir,—Repyling to your telegram of 9th
instant requesting my opinion as to the mineral
value of the country which would be traversed
by a railway from Cloncurry to the Gulf, via
Mount Cuthbert, and inquiring what induce—
ment the probable mineral product affords for
the building of such a line, I have the honour
to report as follows:—

“ The attached map, which accompanied Mr.
Geologist Ball’'s report (1907) on the Clon-
curry copper-mining district, roughly indicates
the relative positions of the leases and groups
of leases in that section of the field north-west
of Cloncurry.

“In the absence of correct data, we will as—
sume that the railway traverses the country
in a straight line from Cloncurry to Mount
Cuthbert and thence north-west to a point
some 12 miles easterly of Mount Oxide. On
either side for a distancs of 36 miles the area
embraces all the principal mines north-west
of Cloncurry—notably Mount Cuthbert, Mount
Oxide, Dobbyn, Crusader, Una, Native Com-
panion, Mount Remarkable, Lorgaminidi, War-
wick Castle, Mighty Atom, Mount Gordon,
Mount Kelly, Kalkadoon, Eclipse, and Orphan,
including also the Bower Bird Goldfield.

[Hon. W.T. Paget.
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“The country throughout is more or less
cupriferous, and on all the leases mentioned,
either as the result of developments or from
surface indications, there is evidence of valu-
able copper deposits. Many of the leases con-
tain gold values, ranging from 3 to § dwt'. per
ton. Owing, however, to their isolated position,
the low price of copper, and heavy frelght
charges, hat little work is being done outside
NMount Cuthbert, Mount Oxide, and Dobbyn—
a- position that must necsssarily obtain until
cheaper and more expeditious transit is ayall-
able for the earriage of machinery to the mines,
and the shipment of ore to the smelters. In
illustration of this, we will refer to Mount
Oxide, which shows in pluces 10 to 20 feet of
30 to 40 per cent. ore. Other parts of the lode
arc much narrower, but as less than 200 feet
on the course of the lode has been extended,
and as the surface outcrops for a considerable
distancs, the poszibilities of the mine under
ordinary conditions would be most favourable.
Undsr existing conditions, however, its isolated
position and the want of railway communica-
tion to the seaboard, the mine as a paying
proposition is all but hopeless. For freight
alone (camel or horse teams) it costs 14 units
of copper to land ore at Cloncurry, Burketown,
or Normanton. Add to this the cost of mining,
bagging, and carriags to the smelters, and
return charges. Similarly with the Dobbyn—
a mine that has despatched over 3,000 tons of
30 per cent. ore to the smelters with little
profit. Take also the Mount Cuthbert Mines,
which are open up to a depth of 300 feet, and
have over 100,000 tons of ore that would pay
with railway communication but are unpayable
without it. There are also 16,000 tons of ore
lying on the surface available for treatment.
Obviously, it would be a waste of capital to
sink and open up more levels unless first
assured of railway communication. It will
now be zeen that, even with 30 to 40 per cent.
ore, mines situated at a considerable distance
from a railway are not payable, it being pos-
sible ounly to employ a small number of men,
as ore quantities cannot be shipped expedi-
tiously nor at a reasonable cost.

“ Unlike auriferous guartz, copper ore re-
quires, evzn in connection with small mines, an
expensive plant of heavy tonnage, also coke
fluxes in large quantities, and the finished pro-
duet (blister copper) runs into large guuntities.
This remark is exemplified by the Mount
Hiliott Company, which has paid for the year
ending 30th June, 1911, over £40,000 to the
Railway Department. Take the tonnage this
sum represents in freight from Mount Hlliott
tlone, which, without rsilway communication,
could not have been worked at a profit. So
with the Hampden Companies, large revenues
have been won by the Railwsy Department and
a considerable saving effected in freight charges
by the companies.

“A few years ago both Elliott and Hamp-
den contained but 2 handful of men, and no
yvielded a profit. To-day we have at
Hlliott an army of miners receiving the.bcst
wages in the State, an organised township of
1,000 inhabitants, and a mine that earns a
menthly profit of £15,000, besides distributing
£200,000 per annum in wages and other pay-
ments, At Hsampden, probably the most pro-
gressive centre in the district, hundreds of
miner: are employed at or in connection with
the mines, and thousands of pounds are paid
monthly in wages. The population is equal to
that of ®Elliott, and the township promises
to compare with Cloncurry in its better
days. These results are entirely due to rail-
way communication to the seaboard, a factor
that has added largely to the wealth of the
pastoral industry in the southern section of’
the field. Similar results—the introduction of’
population to those ‘ vacant spaces” in the
Gulf country—must necessarily follow the pro-
posed railway, traversing, as it would, an enor-
mous belt of great mineral wealth and pastoral’
possibilities.

“1 have ete.,
“ Signed. P. M. HisHON.”

I would just like to say that what M
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Hishon reports respeeting Mount Elliott and

Hampden will apply equally with
[8.30 p.m.] respect to population and output

of the mines [ have already men-
tioned. Mr. Linedale, the late warden at
Cloncurry, writing on the 12th October,
practically says the same as Mr. FHishon. He
sa%¥ 88—

~ Briefly, I am of opinion that any railway
line extended from Cloncurry, vid Mount Cuth-
bert, must traverse country of considerable
mineral  (copper) value; and from Mount
Cuthbert gulfwards for a distance of at least
25 miles the country is undoubtedly wvaluable
from a mineral and mining point of view.
North of Mount Cuthbert the line would pass
reasonably close to the Warwick Castle and
the Dobbyn mines, both of which give promise
of being important properties.

“¥rom the Dobbwn, or say 5 miles north
of the Dobbyn, onwards towards Burektown,
the country which a railway would naturally
traverse, is not, so far as I am aware, rich in
copper deposits, but a few isolated holdings
have been applied for in that direction, on
both sides of the Leichhardt River, and if the
line were directed towards Burketown it woald
pass within 25 miles or 30 miles of the Mount
Oxide group of holdings and somewhat nearer
to Mount Gordon mines.

““The mineral wealth deposited along the
route which a railway from Cloncurry to ithe
Gulf, vid Mount Cuthbert, would naturally
follow, would undoubtedly become a very con-
siderable factor in keeping a railway employed ;
but I would hesitate to say that wmining in
itself would create sufficient traffic to . make
such a line pay.”

Those are reports from the wardens, the men
who have the greatest interest in developing
the mineral propositions in their respective
districts. With respect to copper and coke,
they pay a -very low rate of freight. The
rate on coke from Townsville to Mount Cuth-
bert will be approximately £1 8s. 7d. per
ton, of which the branch line from Cloncurry
to Mount Cuthbert will only receive 2s. 10d.
On the return journcy, copper will be
charged about £2 2s. 6d. per ton to Towns-
ville, but the Mount Cuthbert branch will
only receive 4s. 2d. of this. It will thus be
seen that there will need to be an immense
traffic to make the line a payable one. On
the other hand, the activity in the mining
centre will create a fair business in the
necessaries of life, which pay a much higher
- rate, and there should also be some revenue
from live stock. As to the net revenue, it is
quite understood that the mining properties
will have to bear a large proportion of any
logs. The estimate of £4,165 per annum for
working expenses has been cut down to the
bone, one station-master only being provided
for, and only a portion of the guard’s wages,
as the estimate includes running expenditure
for only two trains each way per week.
Maintenance is set down at £75 per mile,
which is little enough considering the high
rate of wages in the district. I have given
all the information I can in regard to this
proposition for the opening up of a portion
of the rich Cloncurry district; and in my
opinion, as it is my desire, that it is the first
section of a railway to a port in the Gulf.
When that railway is completed I think it
will be the means of opening up other indus-
tries than the mining industry. The mining
industry is an extremely valuable industry.
It has been the means at times of providing
a very considerable revenue and a large
amount of work for many thousands of men,
and for that reason alone I would recom-
mend the adoption of these plans very
earnestly to the Committee. It is not always
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possible for the Government to bring down
syndicate railways, and. if had brought
down this proposal as a syndicate railway
there would have been much greater opposi-
tion than there will be this evening.

Mr. May: Undoubtedly. I would have
opposed it.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
I apprehend that the hon. member intends
to support this proposal. The hon, member
must know whether this is a proposition that
presents itself favourably to those people who
will have to take thé responsibility. )

Mr. Ryax: If you say too much they will
get suspiclous.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Without railway communication these mining
propositions are of no value to the people
who at the present time lease them, nor are
they of any value to the State. I trust that
the Committee will see fit to recognise that
this is an extremely valuable railway proposi-
tion to the State.

Mr. MURPHY: The Secretary for Rail-
ways has delivered a very interesting address
on mining. He has shown that a few years
ago Mount Elliott and Hampden were prac-
tically unknown, but now they have a popu-
lation of something like 1,600. What does
the hon. gentleman propose to do for those
thousands of men be contemplates will be
settled in the neighbourhood of Mount Cuth-
bert? He proposes to put on them a per-
manent charge for railway carriage to
Townsville over 600 miles of railway. When
T challenged the Government this afternoon
for having broken a promise to the people of
the Gulf, the Secretary for Railways said
this was the first section of a railway to the
Gulf: and the Premier afterwards said this
was the first section of a railway to the Gulf.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: What does
the Commissioner say ?

Mr. MURPHY: The Commissioner said
he believed it would be. If it was proposed
to build & railway to the Gulf, why does not
the resolution say so? I doubt the statement
of the Secretary for Railways in connection
with this matter; I also doubt the statement
of the Premier, because, during the quarter
of a century I have lived in the Gulf country,
t00 many such promises have been made to
the people living there. The Secretary for
Railways referred to the fact that Mr. Eliott
had been despatched to the Gulf to find 2
natural port. He said that if Mr. Eliott’s
report had been different the idea was to
have commenced the construction of this rail-
way from the Gulf. What was there in Mr.
Eliott’s report to induce the Government to
alter their decision? That gentleman de-
clared that there was no natural port any-
where in the Gulf, but he did not condemn
either Burketown or Normanton. Then the
hon. gentleman said the object of construct-
ing this railway from Cloncurry at the
present time was because 1t was nearer to
Mount Cuthbert. What can hon. members
believe when the Seccretary for Railways in
one breath says it is the intention fo build
this railway from Normanton, and in the
next breath says it goes from Cloncurry to
Mount Cuthbert? The hon. gentleman did
not understand the position; he anticipated
that this railway was going through the same
as many other railways, without debate; and
it was only when he was put into a corner
to explain what the Government intended 1o
do that he started to dodge from: one end 1o

Mr. Mvrohe.)
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the other. There is too much dodgery on the
part of Governments so far as the Gulf is
conserned.

The Smerersry rom RAILWAYS: Vote it out
if you can.

Mr. MURPHY : I cannot vote it out; and
‘the hon. gentleman knew that when he ntro-
ducsd the line; but does that say that the
hon. gentleman is dealing fairly with the
people of the Gulf?

The BECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Yes.

e MURPHY: It does not; it only says
that God is on the side of the big batallions.

The SECRETARY rOoR Ratiwavs: It only
shows that you are carrying oup your instruc-
tions by wire from Normanton.

Ar. MURPHY: Did the hon. gentleman
say I am carrying out instructions that I
recelved by wire from Normanton ?

The SBCRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Ves.

Mr. MCRPEY : Then let me tell the hon.
gentleman that he is only carrying out the
instructions of his employers, the Mount
Cuthbert Company, to whom he was secre.
tary so long. .

The SECRETARY FOR RAlLwavs: Is he secre-
tary now? i

Mr. MURPHY: I do not know what he
is socretary to now. He has a better job.
When the hon. gentleman criticises my
action—--

The SrcrersarY FOR RATLWAYS: Why should
you criticise me?

Mr. MURPHY: The hon. gentleman is
paid to be criticised. As far as the Gulf is
concerned, the people have a right to oppose
this railway. They have a right to take
exception to the action of the Government
in going back on the promise that Mr. Kid-
ston made to them. They have a right to
be doubtful of any proposal to build a rail-
way from Cloncurry to Mount Cuthbert, and
then to be told at the last moment that it is
merely the first section of a railway to the
Gulf; we have been told that for over
twenty five years, and they tell us aboug
the port. When both Houses of Parliament
passed a railway from Croydon to George-
town, was there any objection to the pors
of Normanton then? Did the Government,
which introduced that railway take any ex—
ception to that port, and say that vessels
could not be berthed there? Not at all. it
wag then pointed out in the House that Nor-
manton was a very good port. We knove
very well that if as much money had beery
spent on the port of Normanton as has been,
spent on other ports in Queensland, the
largest vessels that travel along our coast
to-day would be able to berth at even Nor-
mwanton or Karumba. I have no hesitation
in saying that the people of the Gulf have
good grounds for taking exception to this
proposal, although the Secretary for Rail-
ways says that we have received instructions
from the Gulf. We have not received any
instructions from the Gulf. Why should T
take any instructions from the Gulf? I do
not represent any electorate in the Gulf. I
received no communication from my own
electorate of Croydon, but certainly I re-
ceived the same telegram from the Norman.
ton Chamber of Commerce which the hon.
member for Carpentaria received, and
which the Premier also received. Surely to
goodness, a man representing an out-of-the-
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way district like Croyddn—a man who repre
sents the neglected Gulf country, the Cinder-
ella of Queensland, a country which has
received more promises from the Govern-
ment so far as railway construction is con-
cerned than any other part, and which- has
received less in the matter of having thgse
promises _fulfilled—when a representative
of that district receives a communication
from responsible people, it is his duty to
take notice of it, and it is his duty to try
and convince the ITouse that the proposal
which ther are asked to consider with re-
gard to the development of this Mount Cuth-
bert copper proposition is an absolutely
unfair one; and -I say if the Govg:rnment
are thoroughly determined that this is to
be a railway from Cloncurry to the Galf,
they might just as well have included it in
the resolution as to have said, ¢ The first
section of a railway from Cloncurry to
Mount Cuthbert.” We are told, after there
has been some debate, that there is no.doubt
it will eventually go to some port in the
Gulf, cither Burketown or Normanton, or
some other port which the Government may
be able to find.

The SECRETARY FOR Ratnwavs: Does not the
Commissioner say so in his report?

Mr. MURPHY: Can the Commissioner
build a railway?

The SecrETARY FOR RatLwavs: Does not the
Commissioner say it?

Mr. MURPHY: No; he does not say it
definitely. The Commissioner says it is parb
of a scheme to conneet Cloncurry with a
port in the Gulf, and this project has been
Lefore the public for twenty-five years. Can
the Secretary for Railways take any excep-
tion to me being a bit doubtful about this
promise ?

Thoe SECRETARY ¥OR RaiLwavs: What is the
good of being doubtful when we are start-
ing the line? .

Mr. MURPHY: Why not start it from
the right end? Surely the Government, on
the advice of thzir experts, could make up
their minds which port to start from. What
do they propose now? They propose to carry
all the material to Townsville .and then
carry it 580 miles along the Cloncurry Rail-
way, and start to build this railway to
Mount Cuthbert from there, and they wonder
if we are doubtful in the Gulf. I honestly
believe if Mr. Xidston had continued as
Premier of Queensland the people of the
Gulf would have had a railway to one of
their Gulf ports. He recognised that they
were entitled to that consideration, and I
believe the present Premier recognises .lﬁ,
because when we had a deputation to him
about the Croydon to Georgetown Railway.
he pointed out that he only had a certain
amount of money to spend, and he proposcd
to use that money to the best advantage—
that was to build a railway to the Mount
Cuthbert Company.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
doing that.

Mr, MURPHY: The Premier only pro-
posed to take one of the Gulf ports and
build it from there. We were badly
treated in connection with this railway to
Georgetown years ago, and we are being
badly treated still. The Secretary for Rail-
ways can take no exception to the criticism
I am offering, because I have lived out in
that country for a quarter of a century. I
vecollect in the early days in Normanton

We are
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there used to be some very olo uent speec
-—in fact, I have heard thye ho%. memlf)er }flfi
Moreton, on more than one oceasion, deliver
some very eloquent remarks on the future of
Normanton, especially at election times, and
of course, the Opposition candidate was
equally eloquent. Unfortunately, eloquent
speeches do not build railways, or make
ports, or develop the country, and the resuli
is both those places are stagnant now. [
gertainly would have been very pleased indeed
if the Premier had carried out the promise
made by Mr, Kidston to the goldfield to
build that railway to the Gulf. It has been
said that the reason this propo:al has been
introduced was because the Lawn Hill Com-
pany did not proceed with the construction
of a railway from Burketown to Lawn Hill,
_The bell indicated that the hon member’s
time had expired.

Mr, MURPHY: I will take another five
minutes, Mr. Chairman. In 1909, when we
interviewed Mr. Kidston with regard to this
railway, was there any chance of the Lawn
Hills tramway being built?

fl‘he SEC.RED_[‘ARY FOR RATLWAYS: They were
still negotiating in London.

Mr. MURPHY : They had their concessi
extended, and Mr. Kidss,,ton pointed out tsl?;;
at the time that he did not think that railway
would ever be constructed. He ent further
and said, so far as he was concerned he
would have no objection to dealing with’ the
company itself. If they were prepared to find
part of the money, he would find the balance
to build the railway to one of the Gulf ports.
No promise was ever made that this ratlway
would be commenced from Cloncurry. It was
promised that it would be started from the
Gulf, and the Government have gone back on
that promise.

The PrEMIER: How many miles is it fr
a Gulf port to Mount Cufhsl,oert? rom

Mr. MURPHY : About 120.
The SECRETARY FOR RarLwavs: 160 miles.

Mr, MURPHY : What is a mile or two, i
the Gulf ocountry? I pointed out that W.h:;,
you are proposing to do in connection with
this railway, which will undoubtedly assist
in the development of the rich co; per country,
and 1 freely admit it will be the means of
settling a large population in that centre
but what this proposal will do for the peoplé
you are goimng to settle there is to put a
permanent heavy charge upon them for tran-
sit.  The Sedrettary for Railways told us
blister copper is carried cheaply, coke is also
carried cheaply. Are the necessaries of life
carried cheaply? The miners and the people
who settle around Mount Cuthbert will have
to pay a higher price to get their goods—
their food supplies, and their clothing—won?t
they have to pay a much higher price than
if they got them straight from Burketown
or Normanton? It is no good labouring
this question. The House has decided that
this railway should be constructed. I am
not objecting to assisting those copper
panies, and every one will give me this
-<credit, that ever since I have been in this
House I have always endeavoured to do the
best 1 can for the mining industry. But in
building this railway from Cloncurry to
Mount Cuthbert, the Government have gone
back on the promise made to the people of
the Gulf, and are building a railway which
18 not going to give the benefit to the copper
district which a railway from one of the Gualf
ports would have done.

[11 Deceumsrr.] Mount Cuthbert Raulway.

com- -

2825

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Before any other hon. member takes part in
the debate, I think it only righs that 1
should put myself straight in the cyes of
the House and in the eyes of the country
in respect to my position. The hon. mem-
ber for Croydon, during the course of his
remarks, said I was employed by the Mownt
Cuthbert Company. I desire to say that
when certain deputations waited on the late’

Premier, Mr. Kidston, in 1909, 1
[9 p.m.] was then Queensland Secretary
to the Mount Cuthbert No. Lia-
bility Company, and the question of raillway
communication with that mine cropped up. I
then resigned my secretaryship, so that I have
had absolutely no interest whatever in con-
nection with the building of a railway in
that country since last February twelve
months. Since that time I have had no con-
nection with the Mount Cuthbert Company;
they have not been my employers, and are
not my erployers at the present moment, and
I have no instructions from them.

Mr. MANN: I rise to say a few words on
this railway, and have no instructions from
anyone. No one has instructed me to battle
for or against the railway, and if anyone
had given me instructions in that connection
I should not have obeyed the instructions un-
loss I believed in what I was asked to baftle for,
I always believe in battling for what I fhink
is a fair deal and fair play, and I sen satis-
fied that under this proposal the Gulf coun-
try is not going to get the fair deal to which
it is entitled. I have always a certain
amount of sympathy for a deserted port.
When one goes through a deserted port,
and sees the empty warehouses and dilapi-
dated buildings, one cannot but picture in
his own mind what that place would be if
the trade went along its natural channel.
The .Commissioner states that “The burden
of making up the shortage In interest will
fall mostly upon the mining properties.”
Weé are saddling those mining properties
with a heavy charge in building this rail-
way, even though, as the Minister says, blis-
ter copper and coke will be carried very
cheaply.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: And the
line will give them an opportnity to carry
on their business.

Mr. MANN: To carry on their business
for the time being. But what will hapen
when the inevitable pinch comes ? The men
who will suffer most in making up the de-
ficit on this railway will be, as the homn.
member for Croydon has pointed out, the
working miners. Those working miners will
have to pay a high price for the necessaries
of life. because they have to be dragged
over 500 miles of railway. If they turn round
and say to the mining companies, “ You are
not paying us a living wage,” the companies
would reply, “ How can we pay you a living
wage when we have to pay such heavy rail-
way freights 7”7 Those freights would not
be so heavy if goods had to be carried a
shorter distance to a seaport, and I am now-
kattling for the opening up of more ports
in Queensland. Anyone who picks up the
Southern papers and reads what is happen-
ing at Sydney and Melbourne on account of
the congestion of traffic at those ports, will
see what difficulties and disabilities such
congestion entails. We have not such an
object lesson in Queensland, but that is no
reason why we should not make some
attempt .to open up a port on the other side
of the State. Suppose these mines happen

Mr. Mann.)
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to fail ? Suppose that production of copper
ocases, or is reduced, because the price of
copper has gone down very materially in
the market, who will then suffer through
the loss on this railway? The Commis-
sioner estimates that the net rocvenue will
equal about 19s. 7d. per cent. on the capital
expended, That means that £2.0: 5d. per
cent. must be made up by the settlers along
the railway. I admit that it will not be a
very heavy burden if the mines are flourish-
ing. But suppuse the mines are closed dosin,
are the few pastoralists along the railway
to be held responsible for the £2 0s. 5d. per
cent. ? It will be a very great injustice if
they have to bear that burden. I may be
told by the Premier that they will have the
option of voting this railway out at the poll,
but if they are outnumbered, as they pro-
bably will be, by the mineowners, and later
on the mines fail to work owing to the low
price of copper, then those unfortunate per-
sons will have to pay the interest on the cost
?f building a railway they have not asked
or.

The PREMIER: If you base your argu-
ment on the failure of the mines to work,
the burden will be heavier with the 160
miles of railway than with 50 miles.

Mr. MANN: If the Ministry were at all
in cernest about opening up a port in the
Gulf, they would start a railway there at
once. They would say, “Wo shall give
thess people railway communication with a
port as soon as possible; we realise that it
will take a longer time to build a railway
from either Normanton or Burketown to the
scene of active operation at the mines than
it will to build a line from Cloncurry, but
we shall push on the construction by start-
ing work at both ends in order to provide
these people with adequate means of tran-
sit.”” I realise that unless we keep up our
present rate of railway construction there
will be very little hope of building a rail.
way to the port for some time to come, be-
cause the people in that district are not
numerous and have no great influence
with the Government. But a patriotic, far-
seeing Government would try, as far as pos-
sible, toc encourage settlement on the other
side of this vast country.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: We are do-
ing it.

Mr. MANN: You are doing it by building
a railway from Cloncurry to Mount Cuth-
bert, and giving these people a carriage of
500 miles when they could have their goods
brought by a much shorter distance by build-
ing a rallway to either of two ports which
are equally as good as Townsville.

The Prrmier: They may be made so, but
they are not so now. .

Mr. MANN: Well, they may be made
equally an good a port as Townsville. A lot
of money has been spent on Townsville in
order to make it as good a port as possible,
and I do not blame the people for improv-
ing their port. They had many difficulties
to encounter, and they have overcome them.
But I say that if the same amount of money
was spent at Burketown, or Normanton, or
Cairns, or Bowen, or (Gladstone, as has been
spent on the Townsville harbour, you would
have splendid ports at those places, par-
ticularly Bowen, Gladstone, and Cairns. I
claim that either Normanton or Burketown
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could be made a good port if the money
was spent there that has been spent at
Townsville, and I further claim that in advo-
cating the opening up of a port in thﬁ
Gulf country we are doing something Whlcf'
is eminently desirablio in the interests o1
Queensland as a whole. It is not a loca.
question, although it is a question of settling
our country and of giving to a port its own
hinterland.. I do not believe m dragging
away any part of the trade which legitimately
belongs to another port.

Mr. LeExxoN: Hxcept from my di'.strict—
vou would like to take it down to Cairns.

Mr. MANN: If the hon. gentleman cam
get a feasible track for a railway to Mouril-
yan I will not offer the least objection to i,
but I point out there is no use attempting
to build a railway from Mourilyan into the
Atherton Scrub unless it is an aerial one.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. MANN: I beg pardon; I do not wish
to be led off the track. I think we should
endeavour to open up a port in the Gulf, and
give the settlers and the miners 1n the Gulf
district the cheapest possible carriage for
their products and the necessaries of life,
and thus enable them to stand the pinch of
bad times. But to compel them to have
their goods brought over hundreds of miles of
railway more than is necessary, and then
leave them to stand the bad times, when
mines are closed down and persons are thrown
out of work, will be an altogether unfair
thing to do. The only way to settle prpperly
the country between Mount Cuthbert, Mount
Oxide, and Burketown is_to establish a good
town on the seaboard where the.peqple will
use up the produce which is raised on the
land.

Mr. LENNON: I am a very strong be-
liever in the principle that every pqrt is
morally entitled to the trade of the hinter-
land of its district, and I was very sorry
indeed to see the railway first of all going
from Richmond to Cloncurry, because at
that time 1 thought it should have gone
from either Normanton or Burketown. DBusb
1 feel satisfied that even if this House were
to decide that tho railway shall start from
the Gulf, and not from Cloncurry, it would
take longer to rcach Mount Cuthbert from
there than it would by building this line
fram Cloncurry. I think the estimate of the
Coommissioner as to the probable ecarnings
of this line is very pessimistic, as I believe
the development of the country will be very
much greater than he states. The Commiis-
sioner says: ‘This mine hds already de-
spatched over 16,000 tons of ore, mostly to
Burketown, but latterly it is coming to Clon-
curry.” ‘That is an extraordinary thing,
because Mount Oxide is further north.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Sixty miles.

Mr. LENNON: Yes. It pays to send ore
by Cloncurry now, therefore if will pay
much better when they have the railway.
Speaking from the Burketown or Normanton

point of view, when Mount Cuthbert
and Mount Oxide will be more powerful
factors in the district than they are

to-day, the fact of having railway communica-
tion and having to pay heavy railway charges
to Townsville will make them the strongest
advocates for the Gulf connection. That in
itself will accelerate the construction of the
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line right to the Gulf. If I thought the con-
struction of this railway would deprive the
Gulf people of railway communication, I
would not be in favour of the line. I con-
sider this is a line the Government ought to
construct; and if it is not constructed we are
likely to” have the trouble of resisting the
building of the line by a syndicate later on.
The Government should not confine all its
railways to agricultural districts, but should
now and then extend railway communication
to mining districts. I do not think it becomes
members to oppose the line on the ground
that it will only return 19s. 5d. per cent. gt
the start. I take it that Cloncurry will be
included in the benefited area, and I do not
think there is much danger of any loss ¢n
this railway. There is no part of Queensland
showing more genuine possibilities than the
Cloncurry district. I think the Committee are
pretty well determined that the line shall bhe

 constructed ; and though I do not find fault
with those hon. gentlemen who are opposing
the line, I think it is useless to oppose it
further. I have lived many years in North
Queensland, and have visited Normanton, and
T think it is the duty of the Government to
develop the various ports of the State. Nor-
manton, unfortunately, missed its opportunity
in the past, but I feel certain that the Gulf
will get connection earlier by this means
than if the project now before the Committee
is defeated.

Mr. THEODORE: I think the arguments
used by the members opposing the resolution
are probably due to a feeling of indignation at
the treatment of the Gulf people in the past,
but I am convinced that the Committee will
be doing the right thing in authorising the
construction of this railway from Cloncurry.
Before long I believe it will resch one of the
Gulf ports. While one hon. member was
speaking the Minister interjected that the
freight would not be a very great considera-
tion, as they would only be sending away
blister vopper and importing coke. The hon.
gentleman is mistaken in that. Only two of
the mines will be able to send away blister
copper. Only those mines that can work
on an elaborate plan will be able to send
away even matte.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: They will
treat for the small mines.

Mr, THEODORE : They can only cope with
their own ore.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILwAYS: They buy
ore on assay.

Mr. THEODORE: These companies have
reserves which they can treat for themselves
for years to come. They did not start opera-
tions with the object of treating ore for the
public, but with the object of treating for
themselves. I hope the Government are sin-
cere in their desire te get to the Gulf and
permit that part of the country to have the
use of a Gulf port within a reasonable dis-
tance, say 200 miles, instead of having to send
their mineral 600 miles; and it is only because
I believe that to be the case that I am sup-
porting this resolution.

Mr. COLLINS: In dealing with this ques-
tion we have to consider something outside
Mount Cuthbert and Mount Oxide. I remern-
ber reading some years ago reports by Dr.
Jack, in which he described this district as
one of the biggest belts of copper country in
the world. The Minister for Railways has
referred to the report of the Mines Depart-
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ment as showing the development of the
Mount Elliott and Mount Hampden districts.
Judging from the report of Mr. Phillips, and
what I know of Dr. Jack’s report, 1t is more
than likely that when this country gets de-
veloped it will be able to support 30,000 or
49,000 people; and that is one of the strongest
arguments why it should be connected with
a Gulf port, and should commence from a
(GGulf port. Some years ago, when the late
Sir Thomas Mecllwraith introduced his Trans-
continental Railway scheme, the terminus was
to be at this particular port.

The FOR IAILWAYS:
Parker.

Mr. COLLINS: He said a port could be
found there; and we say a port can be found
in the Gulf. The Minister said there was ore
at Mount Cuthbert that would smelt to
14,000 tons of copper. The distance from
Mount Cuthbert to Townsville will be 558
miles; the distance from Mount Cuthbert to
a Gulf port is 160 miles. Imagine carrying
14,000 tons of copper 300 odd miles further
than there is any need! And imagine people
bringing their coke and supplies that extra
distance! This will not only affect Mount
Cuthbert, because there may be hundreds of
Mount Cuthberts.  The hon. member for
Croydon pointed out that for the past twenty-

SECRETARY Point

_ five years the people there have been told

that they are going to be connectd with a
pori in the Gulf.

The PrEMIER: This is the first real step
towards it.

Mr, COLLINS: It is to be hoped that it
will end at the Gulf. Mr. Phillips mentions
the fact that when he passed over this rich
mineral country he did not see 300 people
there. And there is not likely to be many
people there. Under the Redistribution ~B:II
two seats have been wiped out. This 18 a
part of Queensland that bas been neglected in
the past: and it seems that it is going to be
neglected now. I do not think there should
be a railway from Cloncurry to Mount Cuth-
bert but I think one should be built from the
Gulf. T suppose you could build = railway
from the Gulf to Mount Cuthbert VV.lthln two
years if you wanted to do so—it is only_a
question of putting on the men. T received a
wire from the HEinasleigh Shire Council
asking me to do all I can to see that the
railway is startedyfrom Normanton; and I
suppose all they want is fair play.

Mr. FOLEY: I would not have said &
word on this railway at all, not being inter-
ested in a railway fo the Gulf, but the con-
tinnal reference to Townsville has brought
me to my feet. I cannot understand the
argument that has been used that Townsville

is practically to blame for the
[9.30 p.m.] Government starting this railway

from Cloncurry instead of from
the Gulf. T have had no instll'u9t101]us frorr{xj
any company or anyone else—l simply wan
t0 ysay t}?at {he Drigciwal argument that has
bean used why this railway should start from
the Gulf is because of the less freight on ore
and coke bv rail from the Gulf to Mount
Cuthbert. In all the arguments that have
been adduced by hon. members who have
spoken, not one word has been mqntloned of
the extra sea carriage between Brisbane and
the Gulf and Brisbane and Townsville.

The SrcrETARY FOR RaTLwAvs: Yes; I

pointed that out.
AMr. Foley.]
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Mr. FOLEY: 1 want to point out that
there is a tremendous distance between Bris-
bane and the Gulf ports, and freight is
charged a very high rate because there is no
competition. And, in addition, there would
be the railage from the Gulf port to Mount
Cuthbert, 160 miles; and taking it altogether
I do not think it would be very much less
than the railage from Townsville to Mount
Cuthbert. It has also been argued that there
will be a great difference in carrying coke
and copper matte over this long length of
railway to Townsville. I would point out
that all the coke is brought from the South
as, unfortunately, we have no coalmines in
the North. It is made down here and it
would have to be taken from Brisbane, and
the copper matte will have to be sant down
here in the same way. Whatever may be
said about copper matte being shipped to
London, at the present time the whole of it
comes down here to Brisbane or to Sydney,
as there are smelters in Sydney which treat
the copper matte. If the topper matte was
shipped to London and the coke brought from
London, it would make a difference if it was
shipped at the Gulf port, but when we con-
sider that the stuff is carried from here, then
there would be no great difference in the
price of carriage between Townsville and
Mount Cuthbert by rail and sea carriage via
the Gulf port. The same argument applies_
in connection with supplies. Any supplies
the miners may require will have to be taken
from here and sent up to the Gulf and then
transhipped at that port and carried 160
miles over the railway, so that by the time it
reaches the miner it will not cost very much
less than if it went vid Townsville. While
I do not want to say a word against the Gulf
getting a railway, I certainly think the hon.
members who have spoken, if they wish the
Mount Cuthbert miners to get a railway, the
quickest way is to get it connected with Clon-
curry as suggested in this proposal, and for
that reason I will support the proposition of
the Government, that a railway be con-
structed from Cloncurry to Mount Cuthbert.
As hon. members have said, every seaport
should get its hinterland trade, but if we are
going to give railway communication to Mount
Cuthbert and other mines in that locality,
the quickest means is to give them connection
between Mount Cuthbert and Cloncurry.

Mr. MAY : T think the Secretary for Rall-
ways has given a good many reasons why this
railway should go from Cloncurry. In the
first place, that part of the Cloncurry Copper
Field was reported on by Warden Hishon and
Warden Linedale, and both reports say that
great results might be expected from that
district. Then we must take into considera-
tion that it is not only Mount Cuthbert
that is to be considered. This first section
in all probability will be extended as fast as
the Government can reasonably do so to con-
nect with a Gulf port.

Mr. MurrHEY : Do you believe that?

Mr, MAY: I do think so. Then, again, the
mining companies mostly-—of course, there are
some pastoral properties in the district, but
the deficit on the railway will mostly fall on
the owners of those mines. This is only the
first section of 42 miles, and I hope next
session we will not be asked to sanction
another 20 or 25 miles, but that the Govern-
ment will bring in a proposal to go another
40 or 50 miles. The route can be left in the
hands of experts.

* Mr. MureEY: Do you regard Cloncurry as
a suitable port?

[Mr. Foley.
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Mr. MAY: If we could make the Clon-
curry River navigable, it would be, the proper
port. If this line is extended, as 1t naturally
will, it will run through some good country
when you get on to the Gregory, that will be
thrown open into agricultural farms. In
fact, I believe, there is a farmer up there
now who has proved that good crops can be
grown there. The hon. member for (}regory
can endorse that. Mr. Oliver Smith has
proved that it is as good country as can be,
and the building of this railway into the min-
ing district will create a big population, and
then you will give the farmers a chance to
live out there to supply that population. As
regards a port, Mr. Eliott stated that he
could not find a real good port in that dis-
trict. He has been all round the Gulf and
he did not find a good port.

The PrEmiEr: He found a good port on an
island off the coast.

Mr. MAY: Wherever i is, a certain
amount of money will have totbe spent.
‘With regard to the sea trade, the hon. mem-
ber for Townsville took out of my mouth the
words I had intended to say. There would be
a cortain amount of sea carriage to the Gulf,
and then you would have to lighter the
goods. From Townsville to the Gulf ports is
a much greater distance than from Brisbane
to Townsville. I think it is about twice
the distance, and then the shipping com-
pany having a monopoly round there, they
could put on excessive rates, so I do not
think there will be any great difference
in price if the goods are carried from
Townsville over the railway. It has been
stated that we should begin at both ends. I
should be very pleased to see them begin at
both ends, but with the amount of railway
being constructed at the present time, I do
not ses how the Government can begin at
both ends. I think the Commissioner’s re-
port is rather pessimistic. I think the rail-
way will earn considerably more revenue than
he estimates. It will not only be pure copper
or blister copper that will be sent over the
railway, but a quantity of copper ore will be
sent away from that district as well, and a
large number of *shows *’ will be opened up.
Then, again, independent buyers purchase &
large amount of ore in Cloncurry and send it
right away. Asa matter of fact, this railway
will be the means of opening up a large
number of shows, and will give a large
amount of employment in that district. I
was very pleased to see the heavy vote re-
corded in favour of the railway, and I had
the pleasure, a little while ago, of sending
a telegram away to say what the vote was,
and that the railway was passed.

Mr. MURPHY : The railway is not passed
yet. I remember that on one occasion, when
there were only a few votes against a rail-
way, it was not passed, so that the hon.
member need not crow straight away.
“There is many a slip between the cup and
the lip.” The hon. member for Herbert state:i
that he was a resident of the Gulf in 1877,
and that ever since the people had ponsui-
ered that the district had not had fair play
from the Government. I may say that ever
since I have been a resident of the Gulf
district the people have been agitating to
get fair play from the Government, and that
when after years of agitation the Govern-
ment refused to build a railway from Nor-
manton to Cloncurry, a syndicate railway
was brought forward in the House. Mr.
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George Charles Sim, who then represented
Carpentaria, voted for that railway. IHe
had been a resident of the Gulf district for
many years, and he knew the disadvantages
under which the people laboured. He also
saw the impossibility of getting railway com.
munication provided by the Government,
and so he voted for that syndicate railway,
The supporters of the Labour party at Nor.
manton took a plebiscite on his action in
supporting that railway, and the result was
2 unanimous vote of confidence in Mr. Sim,
The Gulf has not been given much chance
by any Government. With regard to the
staternent that this is part of a railway from
Cloncurry to the Gulf, I fecl perfectly satis-
fied that a considerable time will elapse
before it is taken to a Gulf port.

Question put and passed.

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN re-
ported the resolutions, which were agreed to.

HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
Fonreer CoxsiorraTioON 0F COUNCIL'S
AMENDMENTS—COMMITTEE.

Question stated—That the proposed new
subsections (Mr. Appel’s amendment—vide
page 2834) be inserted to follow the word
““the” on line 13 of clause 62, now 63.

The HOME SECRETARY said he desired
to move that after the word * practitioner,?’
in subclause (3), there be inserted the follovw-
ing:—

‘“or to any pharmaceutical chemist who, under
a permit in writing from the Commissioner
(which permit the Comimissioner is hereby
empowered to grant), prescribes any medicine
or drug for any person suffering from such
disease.”

He understood that this additional amend.
ment had been suggested by hon. members
who pointed out that in distant portions of
the State, where no medical man was prac-
tising, it would be very awkward—in fact,
unjust—if a person suffering from such a
disease could not obtain treatment from g
pharmaceutical chemist. The second para.
graph of the amendment provided that g
pharmacsutical chemist should only dispense
medicine on the prescription of a medical
practitioner. The new amendment would
allow a pharmaceutical chemist himself to
treat such cases in places where there was
no medical man in practice. :

Mr. RYAN said he had an amendment to
move prior to that which the hon. gentle-
man had just reac.

Mr. MANN said he wished to speak on
the original amendment, and he claimed
that he should be allowed to do so before
the Home Secretary moved his amendment.

The Houe SrcreErary: I simply moved it
because I thought it would suit the comn-
venience of members of the Committee.

Mr. RYLAND rose to a question of privi-
lege. There were three distinct clauses in
the amendment—clauses 142 (0), 132 (¢), and
132 (d)—and he claimed that each of themn
sheuld be put separately.

Mr. MANN rose for the purpose of saying
that he had no intention of opposing the
amendment submitted by the Government
if he could be clearly shown that it was
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sufficient to meet the case. He had taken a
perfectly open stand on this matter, and
whatever he said on the subject was not in-
spired by any party motive, but was uttered
with a desire that they should do the best
they possibly could to preserve the healtl}
of the people of the State. (Hear, hcarl)
The Home Secretary and the Premier had
both stated that when they suspended the
Contagious Diseases Act they had no inten-
tion of putting anything else in its place,
but they said now that they could make
provision whereby they could do all that
had been done under the Contagious Diseases

Act, and do it in a better form. He could
understand a member of the Committee
advocating the repeal of the Contagious

Diseases Act upon purely scientific grounds,
but when he heard the hon. member for
Bundaberg urge the repeal of the Act merel’y
because it was a plank in the Labour party’s
platform, he found himsslf at variance W‘.Ith
the hon. member. If the Labour Convention
had arrived at the conclusion that the Con-
tagious Diseases Act should be repealed after
having weighed all the evidence for and
against that course, he could understand the
plank appearing in their platform. Bus
though the matter was, he believed, 'dISCuSSed
at some length on the second occasion when
it came before the convention, he was told
that on the first occasion the motion was
moved by a woman named Mrs. Willis, and
just because a woman happened to be present
it was not debated, but was at once placed
in the platform. ]
MMr. BaRBER: You have been told what is
not correct, for it was discussed for an hour.

Mr. MANN: If he had been told what
was not correct, he was told it by a person
who was present at the convention. His
reading had taught him that such a t}nng
as the Contagious Diseases Act was rqqulred,
and he found that his conclusion in that
respect was borne out by the ‘ Encyclopedia
Britannica ”—the latest edition. The figures
were only given up to 1895, but he claimed
that a repetition of the figures braring upon
the increase or decrease of venerral diseases
since the repeal of the Act in the old
country would not strengthen the case. e
had nc axe to grind in this matter. Perhaps
it would be better for hon. members if the
question had not been raised, because tho‘sa
who spoke in favour of the Contagious Dis-
eases Act were likely to incur some unpopu-
larity; but they should try to adopt the
best means of prevemting people suffering
from a terrible disease.

At 10 o’clock p.m.

The CHAIRMAN, under Standing Order
11, called upon the hon. member for Croydon
to relieve him in the chair.

Mr. MurpHY took the chair accordingly.

Mr. MANN (continuing): Under the head
of “Venereal Diseases’’ there were three dis-
vinct discases, which had no connection save in
the seat of infection; and seeing that innocent
persons could have the disease _transmltted
to them at public sanitary conveniences, they
should take the best hygienic means of stamp-
ing out the disease. The Premier the other
night gave some figures, ar{d c!auned that he
quoted the opinions of scientific men. IHe,
Mr. Mann, did not lay claim to scientific
knowledg#, but he thought any sane indivi-
dual would admit that if they removed one

Mr Mannl
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source of infection they lessened the risk of
contagion. If it was a good thing to do away
with the Act in Brisbane, how was it that 1t
was continued at Rockhampton, where the
Health Officer was in favour of its retention;
and how was it that the Health Officer at
Cairns was in favour of the Act?

The Houe SecreTARY: I do not know that
the hon. merber is quite correct. He has
made no official report,

My, MANN: The Premier said that Dr.
Voss objected to the Contagious Diseases Act
being wiped out; and if he persisted in that
opinion his services might be dispensed with.
The Health Officer in Cairns, Dr. Tyrie, made
a strong appeal to have the Act proclaimed at
(Clairns, where a woman had her seventh mis-
carriage owing to the fact that her husband
contracted syphilis from a Japanese prosti-
tute. The Premier made a sort of flapdocdle
appeal in asking whether Queensland was to
be the only State in the Empire to have this
Act on the statute-book; but if they could
prove that the mother country was wrong,
why seek to follow her mistakes? He would
now quote from the article on “‘Prostitution,”
in the 1lth edition of the Encyclopedia
Brittanica—

“ No account of the law in the United King-
dom would be complete without some reference
to the partial adoption of the system of ex-
amination as employed elsewhere in Europe in
1864-1883. In 1864 a Contagious Diseases
Prevention Act was passed providing for the
compulsory medical examination of prostitutes
and detention in hospital of those found
diseased in the following garrison towns:—
Portsmouth, Plymouth, Woolwich, Chatham,
Sheerness, Aldershot, Colchester, Shorucliffe,
the Curragh, Cork, and Queenstown. The
legal machinery was a justices’ order granted
on sworn information that the woman named
was a common prostitute. ‘‘ The Act having
proved very inefficacious (judge advocate-
general in House of Commons, April, 1883), it
was amended in 1866 and extended to Windsor.
Two years [ater an important memorial was
drawn up by the Royal Colleges of Physicians
and Surgeons in favour of the Acts and their
extended application, and in 1869 they were
further amended and applied to Canterbury,
Dover, Gravesend, Maidstone, Southampton,
and Winchester-—eighteen places in all. A
popular agitation, based on humanitarian and
moral grounds, and continuously carried on
against the measure led to the appointment of
a Royal Commission in 1871 and a Select
Committee in 1879, The direct evidence was
strongly in favour of the Acts, alike with re-
gard to the diminution of disease among the
troops in the protected towns, the absence of
complaints, and the good effect on public order
to which clergymen and other residents testi-
fied. The majority of the committee reported
accordingly after three years’ inquiry; but in
1883 the House of Commons passed a resolu-
tion, by 182 to 110 votes, condemning the
compulsory examination of women. As this
would have entailed refusal to vote the money
required to carry on the system, it was imme-
diately dropped, and the officers of the metro-
politan police to whom its execution had been
entrusted were recalled. In 1886 the C.D.
Acts were repealed.”

There was a table showing the admissions
per 1,000 in FEuropean armies of soldiers
suffering from venereal diseases from the
vear 1876 to the year 1895. In Germany the
highest number per 1,000 was 41; France,
65.8; Austria, 81.4; while in Britain it
rose from 146.5 in 1876 to 275.4 in 1885, and
then went down until 1895, when the number
was 173.8 per 1,000.

The Prexier: What was it in-19677
[3fr. B ann.
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%ir. MANN said he had not the {igures
for 1907. In British-India since the Act
was wiped out the number increased from
372.2 in 1888 to 592.8 per 1,000 in 1895. The
average admissions per 1,000 for the three
years  1890-1892 Were:—Gcrmany, 27.2;
France, 43.6; Russia, 43; Austria, 63.5;
Ttaly, 71.3; United States of America, 77.4;
Britain (Home), 203.6, (India), 438; and the
Dutch Indies, 455.6.

The Premigr: In 1884, when the Aot was
in force in Great Britain, the number in the
British Army was 271 per 1,000; in 1907 the
number was 72 per- 1,000. Your figures are
uiterly wrong.

The bell indicated that the hon. member’s
time had expired.

Mr. MANN: He would take his full time.

« A1l the returns given in the first table
show a simultaneous rise for several years,
beginning with 1876; and, having reachefi a
maximum, each shows a progressive fall, like-
wise lasting over several years. This points to
another disturbing factor. It is convn.}cmgly
shown by the figures for the protected. diztricts
in the United Kingdom Dbefore, during, and
after the period of protection. In 1864—that
is, just before the first C.D. Act came into
operation—the proportional figure was 260 ;
ten years later it had fallen to 126; but in
1883 it had just risen again to 234, in spite
of the protection. Then, protection being re-
moved, it rose to 276; but afterwards fell
again progressively to 191 in 1895, without
any protection. It is therefore evident that
in interpreting the statistics allowance must
be made for large fluctuations, due to causes
quite independent of the protective system.
The margin of difference, however, between the
British and European returns is so large that,
when all allowances have been made, it is
impossible to doubt that a considerable degree
of real protection is afforded to soldiers by the
system. This conclusion is confirmed by the
comparatively high returns for the army of the
United States, and still more by the Indian
statistics. They rose gradually, it is true,
during the cantonment system, but when tl.lat
was dropped disease increased with shocking
rapidity. Between 1887 and 1895 the admis-
sions for primary syphilis rose from 75.5 to
174.1 per 1,000, and those for secondary syphi-
lis from 29.4 to 84.9.

“The broad conclusion is that under special
conditions, and when rigidly enforced, reg1§tra.—
tion and medical examination do to a consider-
able extent fulfil the purpose of protecting
health. Their failure to do so among the
population at large and under the ordinary
conditions of life is not surprising when we
regard the amount of venereal disease which
still occurs even among soldiers protected by
the most rigorous measures and under the most
favourable conditions.”

“No one ever claimed that the Contagious

Diseases Act had abolished venereal diseases,
because there were so many privateers on
the market. But, as he had stated earlier
in his speech, if they removed only one
gsource of contagion, there must be a corre-
sponding decrease in the amount of venereal
disease. The Premier might argue that if
they allowed women to go unchecked, and
allowed them to poison the youth of Queens-
land unchecked, in time the disease would
die out. How was it that it did not die out
before the Contagious Diseases Act came
into operation? Did not the Home Govern-
ment and the Queensland Government see
some necessity for the Contagious Diseases
_Act, otherwise it would not have been placed
on the statute-book. Did the Premier seek
$o wipe off the statute-book the laws relating



Health Adet

to cattle-stealing because cattle-stealing stil]
went on? Or would the hon. gentleman
claim that because murder was still done——

The HoMe SECRETARY: There is no
analogy.

Mr. MANN: There was an analogy, be-
cause if they claimed to abolish the law in
one set of circumstances because the law
did not do all they expected of it, why not
wipe it out in other cases?

The PremiErR: In India, under the Con.
tagious Diseases Act, the number of cases
went up to 522.3, and when it was abolished
it was considerably reduced.

Mr. MANN: The figures he had quoted
showed that it went up to 522.3 when the
Act was abolished. If the Home Secretary
was right in wiping out the Act, well ang
good, but he should have consulted Parlig.
ment firsk.  All he was scarching for and
aiming at was the truth, and if the amend.
ment moved by the Iiome Secretary would
fulfil all he wanted to see done, it was all
right.

The PreEmIEr: It is what scientists recom-
mend.

ir. MANN: When the Premier quoted g
certain number of doctors, they must ask
themselves who were the clients of those
doctors. Were they doctors who attended a
certain olass of people who did not believe
in the inspection of prostitutes? He (My.
Mann) did not think for one moment that
prostitutes troubled about being examined at
all, unless it was too much trouble to bother,
but as far as shocking their sensibility was
-conCﬁrned, he did not think they troubled
at all.

The IHoME SECRETARY: That is not the
question. The question is, Is it a safeguard
or not, and the leading scientists say it igs
not.

Mr. MANN: He claimed that it was g
certain amount of safeguard, or why did
they find those men who looked after the
heulth of the cities claiming that it was?
If they turned up the remarks of Dr. Baxter
Tyrie and Dr. Taylor, they would find those
gentlemen said it was, and Dr. Voss had
been asking for the Act to be kept in force
in Rockhampton.

The HoME SECRETARY : We have Dr. Ham’s
statement, backed up by 700 of the leading
medical men in Australia.

Mr. MANN: He did not care what the
Government did so long as they protected the
health of the people, and he claimed that
the figures he had quoted showed that the
rescinding of the Contagious Diseases Act
had led to an increase of the disease in the
British Empire and in India by a very great
percentage.

The Houe SECRETARY: That is not correct.

The Premier: The Sanitary Commissioner
of the Government of India says otherwise.

Mr. MANN: It just depended on who was
making the report. The hon. member for
Clermont, in making his speech, showed that
Dr. Dods had spoken with one voice at one
time, and with another voice at another
time. If the Ministerial head of the depart-

ment asked him to make a certain report.

in a certain way and he did so, what evi-
dence was a biassed report of that kind ?
He was searching for the truth, and the

{11 DrcemsEz.]
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Government should not have rescinded the
Contagious Diseases Act without the consent
of Parliament, unless they had something
else to take its place which would be more
effective. If a woman hawked her disessed
body all round the town, and if she only
got onc client a night, it meant that there
would be six or seven new cases in Brisbane
every week, and if the Home Secretary took
a diseased woman like that and put her
away where she could do no harm, it would
benefit humanity. After all, it was not
merely the man who was infected. It was
the family which came after.

The bell indicated that the hon. member's
full time had expired.

Mr. RYLAND : He had listened very care-
fully to the hon. member for Cairns, and
some of the figures quoted by that hon. mem-
ber were contradicted by the best authori-
ties they had at the present time. Then in
regard to that matter being on the Labour
party’s platform, it was on the platform,
and it reseived full consideration before it
was put there. One of the reasons why it
was put there was that it was not beneficial
in what it intended to do, and something
better was wanted in its place. At the great
scientific conference held in Europe, evidence
was given to show that the C.D. Act had
not the beneficial effect desired, and some-
thing more - effective was necessary. What
the Labour party looked forward to sec was
something on the lines laid down in the
proposition of the Home Secretary, which
was founded to a large extent on the reso-
Jutions which were carried at the conference
in Sydney in 1911, The chief point in 1its
favour was that there should be free treat-
ment and free advice in connection with the
disease. He had in his hand some returns,
some of which were quoted by the Premier
the other night, and they entirely contra-
dicted the figures given by the hon. member
for Cairns. Those figures showed the strik-
ing decrease of venereal maladies in Eng-
land since the abolition of the regulation.
The English Contagious Diseases Act was
suspended in 1883, and repealed in 1886.

There was no regulation from
[10.30 p.m.] 1884 onwards. New Zealand

abolished the same Act in 1910,
and it proved to be very ineﬁeﬂtl’ve there.
According to the Registrar-General’s returns
with regard to the civil population of Eng-
land and Wales, the deaths from venereal
maladies, all ages, per million living, was
95 in 1884; ten years later—in 1894—i1t had
decreased to 78, and ten years later—in 1904
—it had decreased to 65. In 1907 the number
had decreased to 58, just one-half the num-
ber that died when they were under the
operation of the Act. In the Home Stations
of the Navy in the British Isles, the hospi-
tal admissions per 1,000 sailors totalled 203
in 1884; 155 in 1894; and 112 in 1904. The
recruits in the British Isles who were re-
fused. on account of syphilis; per 10,000 offer-
ing, totalled 106 in 1884; 51 in 1894; 25 in
1904; and only 18 in 1907. In the home
army, British Isles, the hospital admissions
for venereal maladies per soldiers totalled
271 in 1884; 182 in 1894; 108 in 1904, and 72
in 1807. The figures relating to_ the navy
and military were taken from the annual
army and navy medical reports. The follow-
ing paragraph appeared attached to the
pamphlet giving thess tables:—

“During the period represented in the§e
diagrams there have been no special laws in
force in England of any kind whatever with

Mr. Byland.]
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regard to venereal maladies; neither * regula-
tion ” of prostitution, nor the Continental delit
de contamination, or punishment for contami-
nating with these maladies; nor compulsory
detention in hospital ; nor the compulsory treat-
ment of venereal maladies in force in some parts
of the Continent. All such measures are opposed
by Hnglish abolitionists, who consider that
venereal maladies are best stamped out by
striking at the root causes. Frie treatment of
these maladies is given, equally with all other
maladies, to men or to women, at the poor law
dispensaries and infirmaries throughout Eng-
land.”

That was his (Mr. Ryland’s) opinion in con-
nection with the matter. All the restric-
tions that were imposed, and all the notifica-
tions for sending a man to the health officer
and other doctors, all went for nothing. As
regarded the resolutions carried at the Medi-
cal Congress, the particular one about the
notification was the only one resolution on
which they were not unanimous. This was
a paragraph taken from the Australian
Medical Gazette in connection with the mat-
ter.

““Last year the congress appointed a com-
mittee 0of" experts to report on syphilis, and
that this report was unanimously adopted by
the congress that has just concluded its sif-
tings. On the subject of notification the report
states :-—" The committee were unable to agree
on a recommendation of compulsory notifica-
tion of syphilis. It was, of course, admitted
by all that the information so gained would
be of the utmost value, but the view was
expressed that the fear of publicity consequent
on such notification would deter patients from
consulting their ordinary medical attendant,
and would cause them either to neglect treat-
ment or to seek it from ignorant and irrespon-
sible gquacks.”

That was one of the chief points in con-
nection with the Bill. The Government did
the right thing in doing away with the Con-
tagious Discases Act, but the Government
did a wrong thing in not putting something
in its place as soon as possible, and some.
thing that would be effective. All that was
necessary was to follow on the lines of the
report read by the Premier on Friday night,
showing the figures in connection with the
diseasie in England. The only thing to do
was to have no compulsory notification at
all, because men were frightened of pub-
lietty, and would not go to doctors if the
notification cxisted. It was best to rely on
free treatment and free advice. The con-
gress were unanimous in their opinion that
there should be free treatment of the disease,
but they were not unanimous in finding that
there should be compulsory notification. The
resolution relating to notification was only
carried by a majority.

Notification is the
stamping out the

The IToME SECRETARY:
most effective way of
disease.

Mr. RYLAND : He noticed that there was
a penalty of £10 for a doctor failing to
notify the disease, and the fine went up to
rot exceeding £100. He saw that, instead
of giving the name, they could give a num-
ber, but there was always the fear of pub-
licity, and men would not go to a doctor.
Men who were suffering slightly would
rather put up with it than go to a doctor
if the notification were to be compulsory.
There wes no hove of doing away with the
diseas» valess they went in for free treat-
ment and no comnulsory notifieation.

The bell indicated that the hon. member’s
titne had expired.

fMr. Ryland.
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The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: I may
point out that the question before the Com-
mittee is the insertion of the provisions pro-
posed by the Home Sccretary. fI‘he amend-
ment of the Legislative Council has been
disagreed to by the Committee.

Mr. RYLAND: He was speaking on the
Home Secretary’s provisions, and was telling:
him that the weakness of them was the dom-
pulsory notification.

Mr. COYNE: While he agreed with the
Home Secretary’s amendment, he did not
think it went far enough.

The HOME SECRETARY moved that
after the word  practitioner,” in subclause
3, the following words be inserted—

“or to any pharmaceutical chemist who, qnder
a permit in writing from the Commissioner
(which permit the Commissioner is hereby
empawered to grant), prescribes any medicine
or drug for any person suffering from such
disease.”

As he had already explained, this amend-
ment was intended to provide for cases where
there was no medical man in practice, and
in such cases it empowered the Commissioner
to issue permits to pharmaceutical chemists
to treat persons suffering from the disease.

Mr. COYNE thought the amendment did
not go far enough. There were many places
in Queensland which were 400 or 500 miles
from a doctor or a chemist, and persons
could not travel that distance for treatment,
so that if they could not get any drug or
medicine to treat the disease in its primary
stagn they might rot or die from the disease.
There were proprietary medicines on the
market, such as those prepared by Parke,
Davis, and Co., which were recommended
by leading medical practitioners. That firm
was one of the most reputable in the world,
and if they prepared a medicine which would
relieve a person suffering from the disease
in question, he thought persons otl}er' than
chemists should be allowed to sell it in re-
mote parts of the State. He moved that the
following words be added to the Home Sec-
retary’s amendment :—

“Or to any person who, under a'permlt in
writing from the Commissioner (which permif
the Commissioner is hereby eI.nz.)oWeredv to»
grant), sells any proprietary medlcl.ne or drug
to any person suffering from such disease, pro-
vided always that such proprietary m_edmu}fe or
drug is approved of by the Commissioner.

The Houe Secrerary: I will accept that

amendment.

Mr. HAMILTON: There were many
places in the outside portions of the State
where there were no doctors or chemists, and
where there was a great «deal of disease
anong aboriginals.

The Home SrcRETARY: We are trying as
far as possible to deal with them.

Mr, HAMILTON: He knew of one ocase
where the blacks were suffering from this
complaint, and the late protector, Dr. Roth,
when visiting the locality, refused to prescribe
for them.

The Houmr SECRETARY :
now to one of our stations.

Mr. HAMILTON: Yes; but there were
any amount of men who had not been re-
moved to any station, and there should be
some depdts where medicines could be pro-
cured to treat such cases.

We remove them
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The HoME SrCRETARY: We are arranging
for that.

Mr. HAMILTON: The hon. gentleman
was providing that where there were doctors
such persons would get free treatment.
hThe Houe SECRETARY: No; we go beyond
that.

Mr. HAMILTON: In outlying districts
where there were no chemists or doctors, the
medicines could be made under the super-
vision of the medical officer and forwarded out
there. The amendment would go a long way
towards meeting the case that the Minister
quoted.

Mr, LESINA: No doubt the amendment
widened the scope of the Bill immensely. The
amendment of the Council would simply apply
the provisions of the present Act, which had
been proved to work so well, to certain dis.
tricts. The amendment proposed, in addition
to what the Home Secretary proposed in his
amendment, to give doctors and pharmaceu-
tical chemists power to do, to give certain
private persons power to do so. They got
back to the old system of freetrade in prosti-
tution, and freetrade in its treatment. He
did not know whether members realised
oxactly what it meant. The old system was
best, after all, as it was based upon hundreds
of years of experience, and it was a good
thing to see that members realised that the
old system was the better system. The only
improvement he could suggest was to fix the
application of the Act to districts, and re-
sorve to the executive power to apply it to
distriets outside those which might be fixed
in the Act. )

Amendment (Mr. Coyne’s) agreed to.

Amendment (Hon. J. G. Appels), as
amended, agreed to.

New provision, as amended, put and passed.
Question—That Council’s amendments in
clause 63 be agreed to—put and passed.

On clause 64— Application of 31 Vie. No.
40 to certain cities and towns ’—

On the motion of the HOME SECRE-
TARY, owing to the acceptance of the amend.
ments proposed by himself and the hon.
member for Warrego, the consequential
amendment of the Council was disagreed to.

On clause 65— Regulations ”—

On the motion of the HOME SECRE-
TARY, the consequential amendment of the
Council inserting ‘‘is” after * section,” ovn
line 45, was agreed to.

On clause 67— New Part "—

On the motion of the HOME SECRE-
TARY, a consequential amendment of the
Council, substituting ¢ fifty-one” for fifty-
two,” was agreed to.

On clause 73— Report on application ”—

The HOME SECRETARY: The Council
had amended the clause by the addition of
“and any other officer or officers it may con-
sider necessary ” and ‘‘or other,” so that the
clause now read—

“Upon receipt of any application for the
registration of a private hospital or the re-
newal thereof, the local authority shall refer
the same to its medical officer of health and
any other officer or officers it may consider
necessary, and such medical or other officer,
after making,” ete.

There could be no possible objection to
this, because the local authority might not

1911—-8 1L
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happen to have a medical officer, or the medi-
cal officer might not be available, and this
gave them the power to obtain the services of
other medical officers. He moved that the
amendment of the Council be agreed to.
Question put and passed.
On clause 78— Inspection ”—

The HOME SECRETARY: In this clause
there was a consequential amendment conse-
quent on the amendment which had just b‘e‘zen
accepted, for the insertion of the words ‘or
other officer authorised by the local author-
ity.” He moved that the amendment of the
Council be agreed to.

Question put and passed.
On clause 85— Registration of nurses”—

The HOME SECRETARY: The Council
had omitted ¢ Queensiand Branch .of.;th.e’
Australasian Trained Nurses’ Association, -
and substituted therefor registered nurses,
Subelause (3) would now read— )

«Two members shall be medical practi-
tioners or qualified nurses, and shall be nomi-
nated by the registered nurses In accordance
with rules to be approved by the Minister in
that behalf.”

He understood that this had been accepted
by those conterned, that there was no ob]_egz-
tion to it, and he moved that the Council’s
amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed.

The HOME SECRETARY moved that the
Temporary Chairman leave the chair and
report that the Committee agreed to some of
the Council’s amendments, dls.agreedw to
others, and agreed to others with amend-
ments,

Mr. O’SULLIVAN asked what date was
fixed in the Bill for the registration of nurses—
the 1st January or the 30th June. If it was

the 1st January, he thought the

[11 p.m.] time should be extended to the

30th June, so_as to give those
people the opportunity of being registered.

The HOME SECRETARY : He could not
place the particular clause just now, but he
would go into the matter and have the time
extended if necessary.

Question put and passed.

The HOME SECRETARY moved that the
Bill be returned to the Legislative Council
with the following message:—

‘““Mr. President,—

“ The Legislative Assembly having had under
consideration the amendments made by the
Legislative Council in the Health Act Amend-
ment Bill, beg now to intimate that they—

¢ Disagree to the proviso inserted after line
56, clause 10, beucause it is considered to.be
unnecessary—the veterinary inspectors holding
that a beast which has recovere.d from pleuro-
pneumonia is not a diseased animal.

“ Agree to the amendment on line 24 (now
line 21), clause 22, with the following amend-
ment :(—

« After the word  water > insert the words
“ geparated or skimmed milk”; in
which amendment they invite the con-
currence of the Legislative Council.

“ Agree to new clause 32, with the following
amendments :~—

“Line 54—Omit “July” and insert
“ January.”
“Line B5—Omit * twelve” and insert

“thirteen.”
In which amendments they invite the concur-
rence of the Legislative Council.”

Hon. J. G. Appel.]
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“ Disagree to the new paragraph (132A) in
clause 62 (now 63), after the word * The,”
because the provisions of the Act for the Pre-
vention of Contagious Diseases of 1868 are
obsolete and inadequate, but offer for the con-
sideration of the Legislative Council the follow-
ing sections, which are calculated to deal
effectively with the disease.”

Mz, Speaker,—Shall I read the subclauses?

The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of the
House that the subclauses be taken as read?

Hovounaste Meusers: Hear, hear !

The HOME SECRETARY :

“ Governor in Council, on the recommenda-
tion of the Commissioner, may from time to
time, by Order in Council, declare that, in such
area or areas as are therein named, any vene-
real disease in such order shall be a disease to
which this section shall apply, and may from
time to time alter, revoke, or vary, any such
order. Thereupon the following provisions
shall apply in respect ouf every such venereal
disease :—

“ (2.) Every medical practitioner in every
area to which this section applies shall forth-
with give notice to the Commissioner in the
prescribed form upon becoming aware that any
person attended or treated by him is suffering
from such venereal disease. .

“ Any medical practitioner who fails to give
any notice prescribed by this section shall be
liable to a penalty of not less than ten pounds
nor more than one hundred pounds.

“ (3.) No person other than a medical prac-
titioner or a person acting under the direct
instructions of a medical practitioner shall
attend upon or treat any person suffering fromy
suchH disease. HEvery person who contravenes
this subsection shall be liable to a penalty not
exceeding fifty pound§, or to imprisonment for
any period not exceeding six months.

“ This subsection shall not apply to a regis-
tered pharmaceutical chemist who dispenses to
the patient of a medical practitioner the pre-
scription of such medical practitioner, or to
any pharmaceutical chemist who, under a per-
mit in writing from the Commissioner (which
permit the Commissioner is hereby empowered
to grant), prescribes any medicine or drug for
any person suffering from such disease, or to
any person who under a permit in writing from
the Commissioner (which permit the Commis—
sioner is hereby empowered to grant) sells any
proprietary medicine or drug to any persor
suffering from such disease: Provided always
that such proprietary medicine or drug is
approved of by the Commissioner.

“(4.) Every person who acts or assists irx
the administration of this section shall pre—
serve and aid in preserving secrecy with re-—
gard to all matiers which come to his know-—
ledge in his official capacity, and shall not
communicate such matters to any other persomx
except in the performance of his duties undex
this section. Any person who contravenes thiss
subsection shall be liable to a penalty not
exceeding fifty pounds.

“ [132B.] In addition and without prejudice
to the provisions of the last preceding sectiors
the Governor in Council may from time tce
time, on the recommendation of the Commis--
sioner, make regulations for the following pur—
poses in respect of any venereal disease :—

“ (@) Prescribing the forms of notifica—
tion to be used in notifying cases of
venereal diseases in areas where the
last preceding section is in force =
Provided that the name and address of
the patient shall not be disclosed z
but he shall be denoted by a numbex
or other reference in or to the recordss
of the medical practitioner;

“ (b) For the gratuitous treatment at hos—
pitals and otherwise of <venereal
diseases ;

[Hon. J. G. Appel.
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“(¢) For the evtablishment, J_uanagement,
and control of dispensaries oT other
places for gratuitous treatment;

“ (d) For the examination by clinical and
bacteriological methods, and by speci-
fied tests ,of persons suspect_ed of
being infected with venereal disease,
and for regquiring such persons f:o st}b-
mit themselves to such examination
at specified times and places;

“ (e) For prescribing penalties for breaches
of the regulations.

“[132c.] When any two medical practi-
tioners certify in writing that any person 1s
suffering from venereal disease and is likely to
convey such disease to others, the following
provisions shall apply i(—

“ (@) A police magistrate may order such
person to be detained for any period
not exceeding two weeks in a hospital
or other suitable place for the pur-
pose of bacteriological and other in-
vestigations, and it shall be lawful
to make such investigations;

“ (p) If thereafter such person is found
to the satisfaction of the Commis-
sioner to be suffering from venereal
disease in an infectious condition, the
Governor in Council, on the recom-
mendation of the Commissioner, may
from time to time order that such
person shall be detained under such
conditions in such place and for such
time as may Dbe necessary to ensure
that such person shall be no longer
infectious, or as may be named in
such order, and may extend or vary
such order from time to time, or at
any time terminate its operation, and
thereafter if found necessary renew
such order. And every such order
shall be sufficient warrant for the
"apprehension if necessary, and for the
removal and detention of the person
named therein;

“ (¢) If such person is actually under-
going imprisonment in any prison
within the State, the order under
paragraph (a) hereof may be made by
the visiting justice of the prison, and
any order under paragraph (@) or
paragraph (b) hereof shall have effect
notwithstanding that it extends be-
yond the period of such person’s
imprisonment.

“ [182D.1 Any person who knowingly infects
any other person with any venereal disease
shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding fifty
pounds, or to imprisonment for any period not
exceeding six months.

“ {1328.] (1.) Any person who—

¢ (i.) Being a prostitute—

“ (@) Is in any public place, and be-
haves in a riotous, disorderly, or
indecent manner; or

“ (D) Solicits or importunes for im-
moral purposes any person who is
in any public place or within the
view or hearing of any person
therein; or.

“ Being a male person, knowingly lives
wholly or in part on the earnings of
prostitution ;

¢ (ii.) In any public place, solicits or
importunes on behalf of any female
for immoral purposes ;

“ (iii.) Is the occupier of or resides in a
house frequented by prostitutes;

shall be deemed to be a vagrant, and shall De
liable to a penalty not exceeding fifty pounds
or to imprisonment for any period not exceed~
ing six months,
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“ (2.) Provided that when a female is con-
victed of any offence included under paragraph
{i.) of this subsection the court may-—

“ (@) Commit the female to be detained
for any period not exceeding twelve
months in an institution approved by
the Governor in Council, by Order in
Council published in the Gazette, as a
reformatory for the purposes of this
section; or

“ (D) Impose imprisonment as aforesaid;
or

* (c¢) By its sentence impose either of the
above punishments, and suspend the
execution of such sentence upon such
conditions as it thinks fit, which it
shall embody in its recorded decision.

“If any female whose sentence has heen so
suspended fails to observe any of such con-
ditions, she may be arrested by any police
officer and brought before a court, and, on
proof of such failure on her part being given
to its satisfaction, the court may direct that
the original sentence shall be put into force,
and may give all orders and grant any war-
rants necessary for such enforcement.

“ (8.) For the purposes of this section,
“ public place” includés every road, and also
every place of public rerort open to or used by
the public as of right; the term also in-
cludes—

“ (a) Any vessel, vehicle, building, room,
licensed premises, field, ground, park,
reserve, garden, wharf, pier, jetty,
platform, market, passage, or other
place for the time being used for a
public purpose or open to access by
the public, whether on payment or
otherwise, or open to access by the
public by the express or tacit consent
or sufferance of the owner, and
whether the same is or is not at all
times so open; and

“ (b) Any place declared by the Governor
in Counecil, by Order in Council, to be
a public place for the purposes of this
section.

In which sections they invite the concurrence
of the Legislative Counecil.

““ Dizagree to the new clause to follow clause
62 (now 63) for the reasons given in relation
to clause 62 (now 63).

B HAnd Agree to all other amendments in the
1L,

“¢ Legislative Assembly Chamber,
‘ Brisbane, 11th December, 1811,

“ WM. DRAYTON ARMSTRONG,
““ SpeaKer.”

Question put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT. v

The PREMIER: I move that this House
do now adjourn. The first business to-mor-
row will be Ways and Means—resumption
.of Committee; Appropriation Bill; then
Ways and Means—resolution to be received ;
Loan Bill; State Education Acts Amendment
Bill; Wages Boards Act Amendment Bill;
Government Savings Bank Acts Amendment
‘Bill.

Question put and passed.

The House adjourned at eight minutes past
11 o’clock.

Liguor Bill,
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