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2804 Dairy Produce, Etc., Bill. [ASSEMBLY.] Rabbit Board.o, Etc., Bill. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

l\IONDAY, 11 DECEMBER, 1911. 

The SPEAKER {Han. W. D. Armstrong, 
Lockyer) took the chair at half-past 3 ~'dock. 

QUESTIONS. 

ScGAR-::\hLL ON IXKERMAN ESTATE. 
::\lr. THEODORE (TVoothakata), for Mr. 

Ferricks (Bowen), asked the Secretary fo.r 
Public Lands- ' 

" 1. Has hie attention been called to a state­
ment alit ged by the N o1·th Queensland Register, 
of 4th December, to have been made by Mr. 
John Drysdale, that there is nothing in his 
agreement v:. ith the Government relative to the 
recently purchased Inkerman E"tate compelling 
him to erect a sugar-mill? 

" 2. \Ifill he compare that statement with 
the copy of the agreement, as printed in the 
report of the Under Secretary for Public Lands 
under the Closer Settlement Act of 1906? 

" 3. Does not Mr. Drysdale's statement (if 
correct) justify the erection by the Govern­
ment of a central mill at Jarvisfield? 

~· 4. V\')'ill he recommend tu his colleagues 
the erection of a central mill at Inkerman to 
ensure to canegrowers a reasonable price for 
their c,tne? " 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. E. H. Macartney, Toou·ong) rl'p!ied-

" 1. I have read what purports to be a report 
of evidence given before the Commonwealth 
Sugar Commission by l\fr. John Drysdale in 
which such a staten1ent appears. 

" 2. Such statement, if made or intended, is 
not in accord with the terms of the agreement 
which provides for the erection by Mr. Drys­
dale, or his firm, of a mill and for the com­
lnencr·ment of the erection thereof before the 
1st January, 1912. 

"3 and 4. See 1 and 2." 

BRANCH RAILWAY TO ::\IOUNT ::\IULLIGAN. 

::\Ir. :\IANN (Cairns) asked the Secretary 
for Railway~, without notice-

" Is it the intention of the Government this 
seosion to table the plan and specification of a 
r.tih·ay to ll!ount 1\Iullig .. m?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Han. W. 'r. Paget, :Mackay) replied-

" It is not the intention of the Government ·to 
table any plan this session for the building o:r 
a railway frmn Din1bulah to Mount :rviulligan · 
o·\ving to the absence of :-:atisfactory lniorrua_: 
tion with respect to the value of the COd..l 
mea ·ures at Mount IIIulligan." 

REPORT OF PRINTING COMMITTEE. 

Mr. STODART (Lof!an): On. behalf of ::\Ir. 
Speaker, as chairman, I b g to present the 
second report of the Printing Committee, 
and move that it be printed. 

Question pnt and passed. 

DAIRY PRODUCE ACTS AMEl\'D::\lENT 
BILL. 

THIRD READING. 

0n the motipn of thB SECRETARY FOR. 
AGRICULTURE (Han. J. Tolmie, Drayton 
and Toou·oomba), this Bill was read a. third, 
time, and ordered to be transmitted to the 
Council, by mBssage in the usual form. 

AGRICULTURAL BANK ACTS A:i\lEND­
:\IE-NT BILL. 

CONSIDERATION OF COUNCIL'S AMENDMEXTS­
COMMITTEE. 

Clause 2-" Amendment of s'ction 2"-
0n the motion of the SECRETARY FOR 

AGRICULTURE, the Council's amendments, . 
. "iubstituting the word " lf'ases" for " lease," 
in line· 3, and inserting- the word " of" after 
'he word" "Part VIIl:.," in tho same line, 
were agreed to. 

On clause 10-" AmBndment of section 
20"-

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
moved that the Co.uncil's amendment, insert­
ing the word " pounds" after the word 
"a-half," in lin0 40, be agreed to. 

Mr. LENNON: It seemed to him that it 
was hypPrcritical on the part of the Council 
to. mak., this amendment. The phrases two 
and a-half per centum" and "five per centum"· 
werB well understood by the general public. 
But he supposed that the members of the 
'Cpper House desired to show their superior 
knowledge in this matter. 

'rhe SECTIETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: It is 
much easier to accept it than to send it back. 

Question put and passed. 
On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR 

AGRICULTURE, the amBndment of the 
Council substituting the wo.rds "three-quarter 
pounds" for the words " three quarters," in 
line 40, was agreed to. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
moved that the Co.uncil's amendmBnt insert­
ing the word " pounds" after the word "five,'" 
in linB 41, be agreed to. 

Mr. LENNON: If the other Chamber had 
said, " 'Two pounds ten shilli~gs per 
centum : three pounds fifteen slnllmgs per 
centun1; u ad five pounds per centum," it 
would have bt"on very much better. 

The IIo,use re,umed. The CHAIF'KA::-f 
reported that the Committee had agreed to 
the Council's amendments. 

Tho report was adopted.: and the Bill 
o.rdered to be returned to the Council, by 
message in the usual form. 

HABBIT BOARDS ACTS CONTINUA­
TION BILL. 

SECOKD READING. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Han. E. H. Macartney, Toowong) : This. 
Bill is a ven short one, and in itself re­
quires very little explanation. It mer~ly 
continues existing legislation on the quC>.,twn 
until the end of next vear. Although the 
Bill does not require" much explanation, 
perhaps it is due to the House that I should 
explain how it is that we are not mtrodl_lC­
ing a comprehensive measure de3ling w1th 
the subject this Sf""ion. It will be remem­
bered that I'>y predecE·,sor in office m!ld~ a 
'tatement during -the debate on a similar 
Bill last year that the subject would be com­
prp)lensively dealt with during the present 
session. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: The Brands Act, too. 
The SECRETAI{YFOR PUBLICLANDS: 

"\Ve are dealing with one thing at a time. 
He said further that hE' would see that fulf 
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·inquiries wer': made amongst all the parties 
.r;artiCu!arly mterested with the view of 
fmdmg out _the best provisions to make 
under the Circumstance' to meet the re­
'(jun·ements. It is true, as pointed out by 
the _hon., member for Balonne earlier in the 
s~"swn, }hat the change in the administra­
tJ~n of the ~ands Dc:partment had somc­
tlm_lg to do w_Ith the_ absence of the promised 
l~g1slatro~ thrs sessron, even assuming that 
:ner~ haa been ample time to d:,·al with it . 
but ~ can assure the House that the depart: 
n:n~nt has J?-Ot be~n idle in giving considera­
tion to the subject. Inquiries have been 
m_ade from_ one end of the State to the other 
Wlt!l the VIeW of obtaining information; and 
wlule a large _number of replies have been 
received, cvvermg a large amount of infor­
rnation, yet the amount received is very far 
short ?f what i~ required. With very few 
excep~wns the mformation received is in 
the direction of pointing out the good work 
done _under existi;rg . legislation, and the 
necess~ty of ~o~tmumg such legislation. 
That 1s the prmc1pal result of the inquiries 
so far; but the department did not receive 
as much information as it would like in 
order to put before the House a Bill in the 
form which it is considered the fullest 
trcat~Dnt o~ the subject demands. Inquiries 
are sctll bemg pro'lecuted; and I have no 
doubt that sufficient information will be ob­
-tained to enable some definite attitude to be 
adopted on the subject next session. Tho 
last annual report of the Lands Department 
will show that good and effectual work has 
h<;en, and is being, done; and I think it 
wtll be generally admitted that whatever 
uefects there are in the Act the results 
aimed_ !Lt arc being attained. 'I am not in 
a pos1~10n to say more with respect to the 
alteratwns that may. hereafter be found 
advtsable; but I thmk I may ask the 
Hou;e under the circumstancPs to leave it to 
the department to continue further inquiries · 
and I can promise that the matter will b~ 
-dealt with without a moment's unncC'"ssary 
-delay. ;I move the second reading of the 
Bill. 

Mr. COYNE (Warrego): From what the 
Minister has said, it seems that if we were 
to have a new Minister in charge of this 
?epartment next. se,.~ion we would be just 
m the same po·c.thon 111 mgard to the Rabbit 
Boards Act. There would not be time for 
the new Secretary for Public Lands to settle 
the question, and we would be no farther 
for,var-d next year. This thing is becomin a­

a farce. vV e who live in the districts con"'. 
-cerned know the need for a new and com­
prehensive Bill to dc.al with the matter. I 
believe that on account of the want of such 
an Act there has been a great deal of public 
money squandered. If a comprehensive Bill 
were introduced and passed it would be the 
means of great saving to the taxpayers 
under the Act, and the State generally. It 
is too late in the sc-sion now to make anv 
opposition to thG Bill, but it is a pity and a 
shame that we should have to continue exist­
ing leP,"islation year after year, knowing ho>v 
badly a new Act is required. It is a great 
pity that the measure promised last year has 
not been introduced, notwithstanding that 
there has been a change in the per\onnel of 
the Minietry as regards the Minister at the 
head of the Lands Department. Notwith­
standing that change, it is a pity that a com­
prehensive Bill was not brought down and 
dealt with this session. 

Mr. PAYNE (J:lit,•!tell): I think every 
ses~ion vv~,.: have been pron1ised a compre~ 
hensive me.;•'mre dealing with this qw,stion. 
I do not think, like "orne han. gentlemen, 
that the rabbits are such an insignificant 
pest that we need not deal "ith them. I 
voted ag-ainst the introduction of this 
measure the other night as a protest against 
different Governments promising to have 
the subject dealt with in a comprehensive 
"-ay, and not carr:cing out the promise. 
\Yhat the han. member for \Varrego says is 
absolutely correct-there is a great deal of 
money spent under the e·.::isting law which 
a great many people are of opinion is not 
well spent. They say the~ arc not ;;:etting 
good results. You can heur it said even 
that the rabbit fences are not taken care of. 
I do not think there are rabbits in the 
Mitchell district, unless it is at the lower 
end. As a matter of fact, the whole of the 
money goes to pay inspecto~s and over:.Jecn~. 
There are about a dozen mspectors to be 
paid; and the man who rides along the 
fence and does the hard work of repairing 
hardiy gets a living ";1ge. A lot of the 
largcn· holders would .-ery much rather that 
the Government should introduce legislation 
compelling the holders themselves to keep 
the fL),ncE;.,., in repair under th~ supervision of 
Government inspectors. An;·how, it is a 
shame that we should be promised this com­
prehensive legislation year after year, and 
that it should not be introduf'£>d. The 
question requires to be dealt with in a com­
prehensive way, becausP the rabbit question 
is not one that can be cast aside from year 
to :·ear. If the rabbite get into Queensland 
and malw the havoc they made in New South 
vV ales, the Government will wish they intro­
duced effective legislation a great deal 
sooner. 

Mr. LAND (Balunne): I am very sorry 
the Government are so long in bringing for­
ward a comprehensive measure dealing with 
the rabbits. Speaking for the district I 
represent, notwithstanding the fact that a 
great d~al of money was spent on check­
fences, the rabbits came in, and the lease. 
holders were compelled to fence their hold­
ings at their own expense. Some of them got 
an extension of their lease for that purpose, 
and others fenced their holdings with wire 
got from the Government at 5 per cent. 
advance on the cost of th, wire. Although 

every landholder has been called 
[4 p.m.] upon for about twenty years 

to pay rabbit asse•, sment taxes; 
notwithstanding that fact, they have been 
compelled to fence in their own holdings in 
order to keep the rabbits down. Just 
imag·ine a selector or leaseholder being 
called upon to spend the amount of money 
they ha' e had to spend in fencing in their 
holdings to keep the rabbits down, and to 
ke2p the boards in e·.::istence. In numbers 
of eli ,tricts of Queensland the l0.ndholders 
are called upon to pay rabbit taxes whe,-e 
there are no rabbits at all, and it might be 
a great many years before there are any 
rabbits in those districts; and when they 
do appear, I can assure you, frorn my own 
experience, that the only possible hope the 
landholders will then have \vill be to fence 
in their holdings. I c·CJ.nnot <'"-ll it any other 
name than robbery of the people. The 
Government rob the people of money for 
which they give no possible value in return. 
The check-fences, in the first place, were 

Mr.Land.l 
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put up when the rabbits were through. As 
I pointed out before, there is a check-fence 
from Tweed Heads to the bordor-mor._- than 
half way through Queensland. That check­
fence runs east and west, while all the water­
courses run north and south, and, conse­
quently, miles and miles of fencing w.·re 
swept down and left down for months, which 
allowed the rabbits to get through. In the 
Central district there i' a lot of downs 
country and sandhills, and that is how they 
never got to tho North; also, owing to their 
being such a lot of dry country, and the 
rabbits follow the watercourses. It is not 
the chcck-fenceo< that have kept the rabbits 
down to any extent. I recommended, when 
I came !;!own here seven" years ago, that 
some action should be taken, and I would 
like to see the whole of the check-fences, 
where possible, handed over to the lessees, 
and allow them to' keep the fences in order. 
Also continue to give rabbit netting, on the 
same conditions the Government are giving 
it now, to those who are prepared to fence, 
and then compel them to keep the rabbits 
down. The whole of the money collected in 
rabbit asseE;;ments i' frittered away in 
salaries to inspectors, overseers, and chair­
men of boards. The only effective work 
that was ever done in connection with the 
destruction of rabbits by the boards was 
by the poison carts, and the men who drove 
the poison carts got as low as £6 a month. 
Then there were such a few poison carts 
that even they were not effective. I would 
like the :Minister to wipe this measure out. 
It is absolutely useless asking rabbit inspec­
tors to send reports dealing with this 
question. If an inspector getting £350 a 
year has to depend on the salary he gets 
from the rabbit boards, is he going to write 
a· report that will do him out of his living? 
I remember one instance in connection with 
the Wan·ego board. A majority of the 
members of that board were in favour of 
abolishing the board, and they held a meet­
ing for that purpose. A particular friend 
of mine, an old lessee, was a member of the 
board, and he told me before he went to 
the meeting that he was in favour of abol­
ishing the board, because it was only wast­
ing money. To my surprise, after the 
meeting, I found out that the continuation 
of the board was carried by one vote, and 
mv old friend voted to continue it. I said, 
"\Vhat on earth made you vote for the 
continuation of the board when you told me 
you were in favour of abolishing it'!" He 
said, "·what would my old pal, Jimmy, 
have done for a job?" I recommended the 
late Speaker Bell, when he was Secretary 
for Public Lands, to get some smart men 
from the department that he could rely on, 
and send them out in the \Vest-send horses 
for them and let them travel over the whole 
of the rabbit-infested country where the 
rabbit boards exist, and get the information 
necessary. That is the only way you ;oan 
get reliable information. I know the selec· 
tors and lessees who are paying the assess­
ment taxes, and they are always grurribling 
at having to pay those taxes and getting llO 

benefit from them, but they would not oay 
a word against the boards for fear of offend­
ing someone. That is an absolute fact. At 
least, the Government should allow rabbits 
to be killed for their skins or for the fur, 
and, in some instances, along the railway 
lines, their carcases could be sold. What 
do we find? It is ill0gal to be found with 

[Mr. Land. 

a rabbit-skin in your possession. In New 
South Wales there are numbers of men and 
women who earn a great deal of money 
through trapping rabbits and selling their 
skins. The same applies to New Zealand 
and the whole of Australia, with the excrlp­
tion of Queensland. \Vhy should this money 
not be earned ? I was told by the­
Secretary for Public Lands that you can 
get permits, and I have tried to get per­
mits, but there is only one class of people 
who can get permits, and that is lease­
holders. 'l'he Central Rabbit Board issues 
permits, but people arc afraid to get them 
for fear of offending someone, and conse­
quently workers who have been desirous of 
following this occupation in the cold seasons 
of the year and in drought times, have been 
deprived of the opportunity. Thousands and 
thousands of pounds could be made ever:r 
year by selling fur. The argument always 
used against this is that the trappers would 
spread the rabbits all over the country.. At 
the present time if a man sh_oots a rabbit ~e 
is liable-he is not liable If he shoots It, 
but he is liable if he keeps it. Any man 
who wishes to get a permit from the Central 
Rabbit Board to trap rabbits for their skins, 
should be allowed to get a permit. I do 
not see that there is any difference in givmg 
such a permit than giving a licens<; to trap· 
marsupials of anv kind. As for takmg them 
all over the cou"ntry, why, they can go ali 
over the country ·now if they like. Rabbits 
have been up at Charleville a long time. 
They have been a long time getting there for· 
various reasons. They have also been a 
long time getting to Rt. George for various 
other reasons. There is some scrub country 
below St. George, and that is one .reason. 
There are also plenty of snakes. and Iguan~s­
there which destrov the rabbits. That IS 
one ~cason whv they have not spread so 
quickly, but go as far as you like to ~he 
west, and there are any amount of rab~Its. 
I ask the Minister, if he owned a station, 
would he allow a board sitting in Brisbane­
never mind what experience they had, and 
their experience does not go for twopence­
how he would like to be taxed in this wa;:? 
A man out back who has been engaged in 
destro~·ing rabbits for years has more experi­
ence than the whole of these men put to­
gether. Anyhow, if they had ever so much· 
experience, they are too far awa:y:. Yo_u 
arc wasting public money by allowmg this­
amount of money to be spent bv the Central 
Rabbit Board, because the public do n?t. get 
any value for it. I would ask the Mmister 
to take notice of that fact. How can men 
who know nothing at all about th<; West do 
any good? How can they earn then: n:one:y:? 
The money is given to them, and It IS fnt­
tered away and the public get absolutely n.o 
benefit. The Minister did say that he IS 
securing information, and that he will be 
able to bring in a compr0hensive measure­
next session. I asked the Minister when the 
next session would be held, and he could 
not tell me. 

Mr. FORSYTH: You can have it next month 
if you like. 

Mr. LAND: You can have it as early as 
you like, as far as I am co:rcerned. ~t 
alwavs appears to me that this matter IS 
shel,;'ed to the end of the session, and then 
the absolute necessitv arises to re-enact the 
present A~t. I ain very serious on this 
matter, because there is such a number of 
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people in the district that I represent who 
have been paying rabbit assessments so long 
and have receiv<>d no benefit. There is not 
one station or selection in that district that 
has contributed to the rabbit board \Yho 
have not had to fence, and keep poison 
carts and men continually at work to kocp 
the rabbits down. Some of them have suc­
ceeded better than others. Some ·stations 
have never been overrun with rabbits for 
the reason that when the rabbits first eame 
they took action, and, by keeping mPn con. 
tinuol!'sb employed destroying rabbits and 
allowmg so much each vear for rabbit de­
struction on their runs, they have kept them 
down, but with the exception of lessGes 
who have got an extension of tenure for 
fencing in at their own expense, and freeing 
them from rabbit assessment taxes, they 
have had to pay the rabbit assessments the 
whole time. 

Mr. HA~IILTON: No; they are exempt. 

Mr. LAND: I say, with the exception of 
those lessees, who are ':ery few, the ordinary 
selector and the ordmary pastoral lessee 
who did not get an extension of lease for 
fencing in their holdings with rabbit-proof 
fences, they have paid assessment the whole 
time, and. they are paying it yet. That is 
very unfair. Along the New South Wales 
border there are many men who have waited 
upon me for years a~king me to endeavour 
to got them permits, so that they might 
come in here and take the rabbits and carry 
them into New South '\Vales, but I have not 
been successful in getting those permits. I 
hope the Minister will take these matters 
into consideration, and endeavour to get in­
formation in the way I have suggested, and 
not from rabbit inspectors or overseers, and 
when he has got that infm·mation, introduce 
a comprehensive measure dealing with the 
question. 

Mr. LESINA (Clerrnont): As we have 
continued this Act from year to year, it 
seems to me that we cannot at this late 
period of the year <:!o anything but adopt 
the Minister's propo~al and continue the 
operation of the Act for another year. 
Nevertheless there is neoo for an amending 
Bill, though I am not prepared to say what 
direction the amendments should take, or 
what new principle should be introduced 
into the legislation. But there is one thing 
that can be done now, and that is to givo 
more attention to the remarks made by the 
Auditor-General in his reports with regard 
to the finances of the rabbit boards, the 
manner in which they levy their assessments, 
tho amount they collect, and the amount 
which remains uncollected. In some cases 
the boards have a large credit balance, 
which the Auditor-General has frequently 
rerDmmended should be taken over bv the 
Treasury. For instance, the vVarrrgo board 
has a large credit balance. >At page 136 of 
his I'eport, tho Auditor-General refers to the 
manner in which these boards keep their 
accounts, and there are enlv two out of 
eight boards whose accounts he says are 
"well kept." The remark against the others 
is "satisfactory." If two of the boards can 
keep their accounts well, then the other 
boards ought to be able to keep theirs well 
also. The two boards which keep their ac­
counts well are the Mitchell and North 
Gregory boards. During the financial year 
1910-11, the \Vari'ego board received 3 mi!~s 
of wire netting at a cost of £85 13s. lld., the 

expense-' were £23 4s. 4d., making the total 
cost £108 13s. 3d. At the beginning of the 
year the board had a credit balance of 
£:;,295 13s. 2d., and the amount received 
during the year for assessments was £4,561 
3>. 1d., and for interest on charge·, £312 lOs. 
The- superintendent received a salary of 
£300 the amount for overseers' salanes was 
.£791; and the amount paid for boundary 
riders' wages was £2,574. There was other 
expenditure, but with all the1r outlay they 
had a balance of £4,749 on the . 30th J ul':e 
last. The Auditm·-General, speakmg of this 
board, makes the following remarks:-

" 106. During the past year £4,886 11s. 8~. 
was received and placed to the credit of t~ns 
fund the expenditure during the same periOd 
being £4,433 1s. 4d. On the 30th June, 1911, 
there remained to the credit of the fund an 
amount of £4,749 3s. 6d., as compared with 
£4,295, 13s. 2d. on 30th June, 1910. £ s. a. 

The levy for 1910-11 (1st 
April, 1910, to 31st 
March, 1911) was 4,681 3 9 

Arrear" from 1909-10 24 19 11 

Total ·Assessments due for 
1910-11 4,706 3 8 

Assessments paid 1010-11 4,567 8 7 

Arrears 138 15 1 

Less written off 78 19 2 

Arrears carried for-
ward to 1911-12 - 59 15 11 

Levy for year 1911-12 
(1st April, 1911, to 31st 

5,099 10 6 March, 1913) 

Total Assessment due, 
1911-12 5,159 6 5 

" No recommendation has been made to the 
Treasurer to apply portion of the credit bal-, 
ance of this trust fund in reduction of the 
arrears of interest and redemption on account 
of advances made to the late board by way of 
loan--the same reason existing as mentioned 
in my report of last year, viz. :-" Large ex­
penditure contemplated for repair to fences, 
etc."" 

That is a matter which should be specially 
legislated upon in any future Bill, so that 
the interest of the taxpayers whose moneys 
are invested in these t.rust funds shall be 
properly guarded. The total amouhu in­
volved in connection with rabbit boards at 
the present time is wmething like £204,000-
nlimbing up into £250,000. I know tJ:at 
it. is earning 5 per cent. interest. Still, 
I think there should be some provision 
made in the law for some other system than 
that which is adopted at the present time­
some syBtem which will keep the pest down 
and eventually wipe it out altogether. If 
some better svstem is not adopted, the 
pr<•>ent system \viii go on from year to year, 
and the only persons who will benefit by it 
will be those who are engaged in putting up 
and repairing fencee, and the manufacturers 
of wire netting. It seems to me that the best 
plan for dealing with this pest is tha! wh~ch 
promotes closer settlement. But, Judgmg 
from the enormous value of the rabbit skins 
and the amount obtained for rabbits in the 
old country, and the splend~d wage ear~ed 
by rabbit trappers in Victoria, the quest~on 
arises whether the trappmg and exportatiOn 
of rabbits will not form a valuable industry. 
As closer settlement extends in Victoria the 
•heep country will 1::-e occupied by small 
settlers, and the rabb1ts will disappear. 

Mr. Le8ina.J 
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The SPEAKER : Order ! Will the hon. 
member confine his r<'marks to the quPstion 
whether the Bill be now read a second time? 

Mr. LESI.i\'A: Yes. The rabbits m..ty con­
tinue in Queensland and may provide a 
source of income to many per;ons. I have 
seen photographs of the plan which Mr. 
Rodier has in operation, and those photo­
graphs show the wonderful success which has 
been achieved of his system in getting rid 
of this so-called pest. ·unless some system 
similar to that adopted by Mr. Rodier is 
introduced in Queensland, 1t appears to me 
that the rabbits will continue to increase. 
Rabbits are just as numerous in Queensland 
to-day as they ever were-possibly they are 
n1ore numerous. In some casps lessees in­
stead of fencing th,. rabbits out have fenced 
them in. Surely there ought to be some 
better way of dealing with the pest than 
that. The Minister will be well employed if 
during the recess he makes some independent 
inquiry as to thfl methods adopted through­
out tho Australian State, for dealing with 
the rabbit question, and the measure of 
succe's that h;,s characterised the. efforts of 
people in the other States. Why not 
nationalise the rabbits 1 There is no reason 
in the world why the Opposition should not 
put the nationalisation of the rabbit in their 
platform at the next general election. At 
any rate, I hope that the Minister will 
endeavour to get the fulkst information on 
the subject, and bring down, as he has pro­
mised, a comprehensive measure next session. 
In the meantime, I suppose we can do 
nothing better than accede to the Minister's 
request and continue the operation of the 
Rabbits Boards Acts for another twelve 
months. 

Mr. LENNON (Herbert): When we had a 
similar Bill before us last vear we were told 
that it was a revival of the Rabbit Boards 
Act. This measure is callod the Rabbit 
Boards Acts Continuation BilL It seems to 
me that the GovernmPnt had not yet arrived 
at a decision as to how to deal with thi~ 
trouble. Probably that is in some measure 
due to the fact that there ha, been sO many 
changes in the office of the Minister for 
Lands-we have had three different Minis­
ters within the last twelve months-and it is 
difficult to get COI1'linuity of inquiry with r-e· 
gard to this matter. I think it would be 
well if the Government tried the " Rodier" 
method. I am a believer in the "Rodier" 
theory, and I think it will prove effective, 
more particularly where the rabbits ar,, 
pretty thick-not perhaps so great a si.1ccess 
in the far \Y estern portions of the State. 
But where the pest can be dc·."llt with in 
small areas I am• satisfied that the "Rodier" 
treatment would be effc·ctive. The Minister 
stated that he would bring in a much larger 
measure later on. \Ve wer o told that on the 
last occasion _,-hen a similar mea -ure to that 
now before the House was passed, and we 
have not ) et had that more compreh,·nsive 
measure submitted to Parliament. On each 
occaqion members have regarded the measure 

,;1s simply a stop-gap measure of a stop-gap 
Government, and have compao',ionately 
allowed the Bill to go through for another 
twelve months. 

Question-That the Bill be now read a 
second time-put and passed. 

Th0 Bill was passed through its remaining 
stages without discussion, and ordered to be 
transmitted to the Legislative Council for 
their concurrence, by message Ill the usual 
form. 

[Mr. Lesina. 

MALAND A TOWARDS MILLAA MILLAA 
RAILWAY. 

APPROVAL OF PLAN-CO~D!ITTEE. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS, m 
moving-

" 1. That the House approves of the plan, 
section and book of reference of the proposed 
extensi'on from Malanda towards Millu.a :\lillaa, 
in length 8 miles 77 chains. 

" 2. That the plan, section, and book . of 
reference be forwarded to the Leg!' la,Ive 
Council, for their approval, by me .;~·age jn the 
usual form"-

said : This is a small extension of the Tolga 
to .i'\.Lalanda Railwav, which is built through 
the Atherton Scrub, and it is one which I 
think will meet with the approval of the 
Committee. Tho se,·ub on the Atherton 
Tableland is very heavy, the soil is very 
>:ieh, the rainfall very regular and frequent, 
making it extremely drfiicult for tho selec­
tors to carry their produce and tm;ber to 
th0 railway stations on the Tolga lme, or 
from beyond the head of the line to 
Malanda. It is impossible to exvect sele~­
tors in such country as this to make therr 
living unless they are given railway. CC?m­
munication. I only regret t!;at the bmld.mg 
of railways in such country rs so .cxpensrve. 
This extension is at a cost per mile greater 
than any railway I have before i;>trodu_c;ed. 
The estimated cost is £8,872 per m1le. When 
I was in the district in April last, the 
people deqired that I should look not only 
into the extension from Tumoulm to Cedar 
Creek, but also that I should look into the 
matter of this extension from Malanda to­
wards .Millaa Millaa. I took the opportu­
nih of riding a number of miles from 
Malanda towards :Millaa Millaa, and pointed 
out to the selectors that, desirous as I was 
to assist them, I was afraid the extensi'?n 
would be exceedingly expensin' · bl!-t, 111 

spite of that, I said I would make unme­
diate arrangements for a survey. I made 
arrangements with JYir. Drew, a surveyor who 
had done work for the Railway Department, 
but was then working for the Lands Depart­
ment, to make a survey from Malar:da t_o 
Millaa Millaa, a distance .of 15 mrles, ~f 
possible ; but, under the cucumstances, rt 
was impossible to present a greater. num­
ber of miles than are pronded for m the 
resolution I am presen.ting this . afternoon, 
8 miles 77 chains-practically 9 m1les. 

Mr. THEODORE: Is it the int<ention to ulti­
mately connect with tho coast 'I 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILvYAYS: 
Yc·'· Th1r. Drew has instructions to survey 
the line as far as Millaa Millaa. Last ye.ar 
a nL. Sharpe, who is a resident in the locality 
-he has lived near Yungaburra a nmnbc•r 
of years-who is a naturalist and a e >llector 
of ·specimens, and gon into :-rn~nown parts 
of the world-he has a verv mt1mate know­
ledge of the whole of the scrub country from 
the tableland down to the coast. He was 
in Brisbane last vear and interviewed Mr. 
Thallon and m:vself, ~nd we arranged that 
when he was oi.1t collecting with his black­
boys he should make it his business to 
e'Camine the country from Malanda down 
towards tho coast. He this year made that 
examination towards the Tullv River. I 
~ontion this to show that I think it is highly 
desirable, where we have such very large 
areas of extremely fertile soil at present 
unsettled, we should as far as possible. look 
ahead with railway extension. There rs be-
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twc0n Miilaa :"'iillaa and the coaot-whether 
it be Johnstone River and :Uourilyan, or the 
Tully River-a magnificent propoFiti·)H for 
land cdtlc,.w::ot and railway building ;,., the 
future. But where we ha vo the Milia '.I ]\lil­
laa Falls 2,500 feet above sea level i ~ is Wlt 
the easy proposition ti1e settlers thin!< for 
the Railway Department to overcollle the 
difficulty of building 11· line lhcu. Ewn 
going from Milandu to ::VIillaa Nl1ila>t it is 
an exceedingly cxpensiYe proposrtion, uwjng 
to the physical dlflicultit>,. n~t J hv]Je as 
time goes on_ we shall b able w ux.h ·,d C•lll' 

railway propobitions further i!it-:) this lllD..g­
mficc>nt tract of splendid country, and that 
it will be the means of settling thousands of 
families there. Th;c total c .. timated cost of 
this line for 8 miles 77 chains is £79,513. 
The Deput;- CommiF·'ioner for Railways re­
ports in connection with the character of thtl 
country-

" The route traverses very broken und ridgy 
country throughout, and considerable difficulty 
has been experienced in finding a practical 
line. Several high ridges, with deep gullies 
intervening, have to be negotiated, the Ithaca 
River being much lower than the surrounding 
eountry, and the only possible descent to it 
has proved very circuitous. The whole district 
is covered with dense tropical jungle. For 2 
1nilcs or so from ~lalanda some patches have 
bE-en cleared, but owing to the country being 
SG steep cultivation will be difficult. After the 
scrub has been cleared, no doubt artificial 
gra::>, will be laid do\vn and dairyi,!lg will 
bcc01ne the principal industry." 

In that connection I will sav that hon. mem­
bers may think it is not wise to ext<'nd a 
railway at such a CO$t; that it is unwise to 
al!Qw the rat-epayers and landowners in the 
railway district to take such a responsibility; 
but(in my opinion, it would be unwise for 
us as a Parliament, and for the Government 
through the Lands Department, to ask the 
settlers tD select such countrv '·''hero it is 
impossible for them to carry on th _·ir occupa­
tion profitably unless we gave them a rail­
way. The rail way district is about 462 square 
miles in extent, and hon. member, will find, 

'by referring to the Commissioner's report, 
on page 2, that he says-

" A plan showing the area benefited is prac­
tically the same as ha0 already been proclaimed 
for the line fro1n Tolga to the John::>tone River, 
but slight amendments have been made to con­
form with a new map issued b}' the Lands 
Department. I intend to trc at the whole line 
fron1 Tolga to 28%. Iniles as one section, and 
to keep one set of accounts." 

·The To!:;·a to :'!Ia!anda line last year-the 
whole length was not open-paid £2 8s. per 
c<mt. on the capital cXJWnded, amounting to 
.£94,505, and I think that that shows exceed­
ingly good work considering that practically 
the whole of the freight on the line, at any 
rate, from after you go through the corn­
fields Iiearer Tolga, consisted of timbor, 
.and it really takes some time after a railway 
is built to get the timber sidings and loading 
facilities constructed, so that the people may 
use them quickly and well, and also fo.r the 
settlers to get their tracks cut into their 
selections so that they may cut their timber 
<tnd cc,rt it to the railway. l .. have. no idea 
bJJ.t...lhaLne,:_t_year that _!_JOrtion oL.tl10 line 

.'!ill _pa,y its fu!I interest. Timber experts. 
·.stated that this lin" would ta.)J millions. of 
feet of timber within a 4-mile raidius, which 
would take fifty years to remove at the rate 
nf 1,500,000 feet per month, which is the 
quantity now being railed. It is stated that 
selectors up to the present time have h<len 
•obliged to destroy millions of feet of valuable 

timber to comply with the Land Act, which 
is a direct loss to. the selectors 11nd n.n mchrect 
loss to the State. After you g:•t beyond what 
i may call the tarming areas of the Tolga to 
~Ialanda I do not think that statement IS 
~ltorreth~r corrcct--I stand to l::c con?ctcd 
by th" hon. menber for Cairns-for the rea­
"on that when I was there I made very close 
inspection, a.nd I really did not find that up to 
that date the selectors had made any great 
clearings. Of course, some o~ them had 
cleared small areas, and necessanly a portiOn 
of th., timber in those clearings had to be 
burnt. but there arc many tens o.f millions 
,,f fe 't of the most magnificent timbers there 
still standing-that the clearinf'S on.o could 
sec would simply be a thread out ?f a pocket 
handkerchief-so that I do not thmk a ':ery 
great loss has y.et ensuBd in that directwn. 

Mr. :"'IA::-<N: The s-,ttlers co.uld not afford 
to go out there unless they had 11 railway. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Oh, no ! On the Dirran land there are 292 
se1ec.tions, and at. }fi!laa illillaa 295, equallmg 
11 total of 587 sBlections, 500 of w luch are -
priority. That is with 500 of those selections 
out of 587, the selectors must live on those 
lands. 

M1·. l\IANN: It is a pity there are some 
unconditional selections there. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
For practically nine months in the year it is 
imposoible to g-et provi'<ions to that part 
except by packhorse>. It was also claimed 
that the volume o.f traffic from the .dav of 
opening the line would more than pay mtBrest 
and redemption. On the Beatrice the Lan~s 
Department are designing 10,000 acres, b1~t 1f 
this land is held back and assurance giVen 
that the line will be built, an additional £1 
per acre could be got for it. It is also con­
tended that this line would opBn up abo~t 
1 000 000 acres of virrrin scrub mostly smt­
ahle 'for dairying. 'fhc timber I noticed 
when I 11 as i.n the district was red ce~ar, 
white beech and Penda or Johnstone RIVer 
hardwood ' .. :\.!though a very great deal is 
claimed for Johnstone River. hardwood fo.r 
railway construction, I do not think it is the 
best timber we can us(l for that purpose, but 
it is very goo.d for the construction of wharyes. 
I have had quite a number of commumcatwns 
on what is called .Johnstone lhver hardwood, 
that is Penda, suggesti!'g that we should take 
the manv tens of milhons of feet thoro, cut 
it into sleepers so that they may be carted 
down to the railway and used for the ext-en­
sion from Nelson. But we find that where 
the Johnstone River hardwood was used on 
the Cairns Railway it hus had to. be renewed 
much more quickly than, say, 1ronbo:rk or 
other morp suitable timb<>rs. There 1s also 

.. bull oak. I understand this timber ~omew~at 
P·>embles silky oak-a YNY fine tn;nber m-
dced. Of conrS" it is not the same timber !'-" 
what is known as bull oak on the rang;es m 
thP South. Some people call b<_'lah t1m.ber 
bull oak. It is not that. There 1s also s1lky 
oak. silkwood, crow's foot elm, a.nd a number 
of beautif,II furniture timbers that am now 
being ut.ilised O'·'·ing- to the railway having 
bPen built, a~d I am qui.tc cor.'fident. they 
will all be utilised as the railway 1s contmued 
further into the scrub. As I have already 
stated, the Commissioner intends to. treat the 
whole of the line from Tolga to Malanda as 
one section and to keep one set of aoco.unts. 
I think th~t is the rig-ht thing to do. Tl_le 
extension is bein<r built into the same r!'-Il­
way district, and there is no further extenswn 

. Hon. W. T. Paget.] 
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of the raibmy district, and it doss no.t take 
away the right of the whole of the people 
to hold a poll on this extension. 

Mr. THEODORE: Bupposing the whole of 
the people r,•ject":"d it, will you give them a 
new drscnct fur the extension 1 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\YAYS: 
That appealed to me when I first oaw the 
eeport. It is advisable that one set of 
accounts should be kept, but if the rate­
payers between Tolga and J\lalanda arro un­
generous enough and selfish enough to call 
tor a poll and throw out this extension be­
cause they say it will not help them, it wi1l 
be tho uuty of the Government to take up 
this question again at as earlv a date as 
possible. • 

Mr. MANN : I do not think they will. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
f do not think they will do that but It is in 
their. power to do it. _I say u'nhesitalingly 
that If that were done, rt would be the duty 
of the Government to giv<> the people who are 
to be benefited_ the upp?rtumty of saying 
whether they wrll have thrs extension or not. 
The net re'"enuo is estimated by the Com­
missioner at £1 2s. Sd. per cent. I do not 
think after tho first year there rill be any 
call UI?on the people at all, in spite of the 
exceedmgly high cost of construction o£ this 
line. The Commissioner recommends the 
construction of the line. Railways rJnning 
into country such as this. where we run on 
the top of the range, in exceedingly h'eayy 
scrub country, necessarily must be costly in 
::onstru~tion, but it is opening up exceed­
m,gly nch co':ntry in an exceedingly good 
chmate. I t.hmk when the b,•auties of that 
district become better known we shall have 
th_e p~ople who travel up to Kuranda from 
V:ctoria and New Sout_h \Vales during the 
wmter months, extendmg th:ir tour into 
that district. 

Mr. i\IANN: In the summer as well. It is 
cool in summer. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
They will probably find it benefirial to visit 
there in the summer as well, as the hon. 
member states. There are beautiful lakes there 
such as Lak<; Eacham, Lake Ban·in<' and th~ 
Johnsto,ne River Falls, which cannot b~ reached 
at prj)sent except at very great trouble, and 
there are many other beautiful secnes in that 
district, which in time will attract a verv 
large tourist traffic. I have very great plea­
sure in asking the Committe,e to approve of 
the plans of this railway. 

Mr. ~ENNON: I am very glad indeed that 
thi3 l.Vl!mster has even got so far with this 
line as to come down and propose to con­
struct practically 9 miles of it. The han. 
member for Cairns and mvself waited on the 
l\1inister on several occasions in referenco tJ 
this railway, particularly in r•cgard to gAtting 
the survey started, and we were told the 
great difficulty was to get a suitable surveyor 
at the time. W<> recommended thj} very man 
who subsequently did the work althouo-h 
at first it was said he could not' do it" 'or 
would not do it, or should not do it; a~d I 
am glad that the recommendation of the ho:r. 
member for Cairns and myself was finallv 
adopt~d. and that this man was entruskd 
with the work. I know it is a costlv line, 
but I think the department is justified in 
constructing this short piece of railway. ~ven 
at an apparm1tly high cost, because that is. 
without exc~ption, the largest aD:a of magni-
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ficent scrub and heavilv timbered lands, L 
JJdieve, to be found in the whole of Australia, 
certainly that could be found in Queensland. 
'l"here IS also a very fine rainfall in that 
district, which is ewnly distributed through­
out the year, and consequently it is emineJ:?.tly 
adapted for agricultural pursmts and darry­
ing. I understand the survey is proposed to 
be exLnded as far as l.Vlillaa Millaa, as soon as 
Mr. Drew can find time to go on with the work. 

I am pieased that Mr. Sharpe 
[5 p.m.] has made an examination _of thi.; 

country, and he has subr~utted a. 
report and a sketch to the Commrsswner. 
Mr. Sharp'' recommends with every confi­
dence that a vory easy grade could be . found 
right down to the coast, somewhere m the­
vicinity of th'' Tully, I underst":nd. B.tt 
that is a matbr which can be dcmded lat r· 
on. Still I am glad •to know that a sta:t is .. 
to be made with the railway, and that it may 
tap th., North Coast line at some suitab~e point. 
It will be a splendid means of rehevmg the 
congestion which must of necessity take place· 
on the Cairns Railway. The Cairns Railway 
is doing magnificent work at the present timP, 
but in the near future-in the cours3 of a 
few years-I think that railway will . becon:e 
so heavily congested that a second !me will 
be necessary to cope with that traffic. The 
traffic from Chillagoe, Cedar Creek, and 
other places in that district will be so gre.at· 
that further railway provision will be n£c,s­
sary. This line is not in my electorate, ex­
cept a small portion beyond Malanda. I 
am satisfied that there is no railway which· 
it is proposed to constrnct that will traverse 
richer conntry, or develop more magnificent 
timber land. or provide communication with· 
more magnificent scenery in a beautiful cli­
mate than this proposed line; and I con­
gratulate the Minister upon his nroposal ter 
construct even 9 miles of this railway. 

Mr. MANN (Gai?·n,,) : I am very pleased' 
tha:t the Minister has brought down a pro­
posal to build this railway, because, as has. 
been stated by the hon. member for Herbert, 
it is urgently needed. That hon. member­
and I have waited upon the Minister times. 
without number in our endeavours to induce· 
him to undertake the construction of this· 
railway. Both the hon. member for Herbert 
and myself pledged ourselves to the settlers 
of the district to leave no stone unturned to 
get this railway bnilt, and it is a matter or 
gratification to know that at least a part of" 
the line is to be built very shortly. I hope 
that the Minister will not allow the work tO" 
sto,p when this part is completed, but that, 
while he has the men and implements in 
that district, he will push on the line as far 

·as it is possible for it to go, so long as it 
opens up the country and induces settlement. 
It is probable that this line will nltimately 
find its way down to some point on the 
:1\orth Coast Railway, but I am not so 
parochial in my views as to say that the· 
country should not he opened up 'by railway 
unless the trade of that country finds its· 
outlet at the port of Cairns. But before any 
decision is come to with regard to running 
this railway down to the Tully River, I 
would remind the Minister that, although it 
is claimed that th<>re is room for only one 
line of rails on the Cairns Range, there· 
is another route which mav be adopted for 
railwav construction-nam,;ly, through the· 
Mulgr'ave Valley. A railway going up the 
Mulgrave Valley would run through a larga· 
'lr<>a of sugar lands, and would tap Atherton. 
lands in 40 miles, instead of 70 miles by the.· 
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route which has been con,,tructcd. I hope 
soon to sec a line from some point on the 
Tolga Hailway pass through the scrub in 
behind Atherton to junction with the Her­
berton Hailway. Then, if the Cairns line is 
overtaxed with the carriage of mip.erals and 
other produc' s from Chillagoe and Einas­
leigh which finds its way down to the port 
of Cairns, timber and maize from Atherton 
,and district could go down by the Mulgravo 
rout~, to the same port. That is just as 
feasible as an_v other route which may be 
proposed. 

Mr. LEXKON : The line to Mourilyan is a 
much better route. 

Mr. MANN : I do not blame the hon. 
member for pressing the claims of a railway 
to Mourilyan; but, personally, I think the 
line should go via the Mulgrave Valley. 
Although I have not been over the country 
my,;clf, many of my friends have been over 
it, and they tell me that the route is a 
fpasible one. Mourilyan Harbour is only a 
little millpond, and will never be large 
enough to take in the ocean-going steitmor~ 
which traverse our coast. Even now the 
" Kuranda" finds it difficult to get in and 
out of the' harbour at certain states of the 
tide. The last time I was there I was afraid 
that we should get washed on to the rocks. 

The SECRETARY FOR HAlLWAYS: The har­
bour is being improved. 

Mr. MANN: )t can be improved consider­
ably. There is an extensive tract of fertile 
country in that district, and if there is a 
feasible route to Mourilyan from the hinter­
land I have no objection to a line being 
built there, because I think the route chosen 
should be that which is the nearest and 
cheapest for the settlers who will use the 
railway. While I naturally desire to see 
that traffic brought into Cairns, I recognise 
that some time or other it will be very 
difficult for one line to cope with the in­
creased traffic that must accrue. But, in the 
meantime, I am going to battle all I can for 
Cairns and ·advocate the Mulgrave Valley 
route. The port of Cairns has a sufficient 
expanse of water to accommodate all the 
vessels which will be necessary to take the 
trade of the back country for the next 
century, and the only way to secure interest 
on the money expended in the construction 
of the Cairns Hailway is to extend the rail­
way and so increase the traffic over the line. 
1 say most emphatically that I will not sup­
port a rail way to any other port until it is 
shown clearly and conclusively that there is 
too much traffic for the Cairns Railway to 
carry. The late engineer in charge of the 
line is an economical officer, and he en­
deavoured to reduce the cost of maintenance 
by cutting out bridges and substituting cul­
verts which were not of large enough dimen­
sions to carry off the flood waters. That was 
why so much damage was done during the 
recent flood. As a matter of fact, where 
there were openings which allowed the flood 
waters to get away, there was very little 
damage done. If a railway were constructed 
down to Mourilyan or Port Douglas, and 
there was 70 inches of rain in 70 hours in 
the country traversed by that railway, as 
there was on the Cairns Hailway recently, 
the damage from washaways would be very 
considerable. The Cairns Railway has done 
good work for the last twenty-five years, and 
i~ likely to serve its purpose for a very long 
t1me yet. The damage that was done has 
now been repaired, and I am quite sure that 

the line will now stand any normal flood. 
The lengthsmen have devoted very careful 
attention to the maintenance of the line, as 
~s shown by the fact that there has. not be<:n 
a single case of accident on the Can·ns Rail­
way since it was opened, though for some 15 
or 16 miles it travt rscs ve,ry rnQ'".rred country 
indeed. I have nothing further to say, 
except to congratulate the Minister on bril_lg­
ing down this railway. The country wluch 
it will traverse is rather rough, but even on 
the rough country there is some splendid 
dairying land. I saw a piece of rough 
country there-country in which there is a 
good deal of stone-on which a settler has 
raised a very heavy c,·op of Hhodes grass. 
\Vhen rough, rocky country w1ll . produce 
such a crop, it is clearly worth while OJ?en­
ing up that country by railway constr~ctwn, 
espociallv when it is remembered that 1t con­
tains enormous quantities of timber, and 
that the land will run two dairy cows to the 
acre for nine months in a normal year. 
Land like that is worth opening up. I hope 
that during the recess members will pay tJ:e 
district a visit and see what the country IS 

capable of producing. It has a splendid 
climate is 3 000 feet above sea level, and has 
beautif~l r~nning streams. It is an ideal 
place for a summer resort for those people 
who wish to get away from the hot weather 
that is experienced in Brisbane and other 
parts of the State. I~ the_ hon. memb~r for 
Enoggera will take h1s wife and family up 
to the Atherton Scrub he will find that it is 
an ideal resort and w'ill be able in the near 
future to have 'some good trout fishing in the 
various streams of the district. I am sure 
that if he once goes there . for a holiday_ J:e 
will be very glad to pay It a second v1s!t. 
They are most hospitable. people, and w!ll 
receive him with every kmdness. He will 
get as cool a climate as there is at Stan­
thorpe, lovely scenery, including lakes and 
water£ alls. 

The SECRETARY FOR HAlLWAYS: And trout 
6 inches long. 

Mr. MANN : Yes; and only twelve months 
old. If he will come up next Christmas I 
will be pleased to go round with him and 
see that he gets good fishi~g f~r trou~. 
Though I am battling for thrs rarlway, ~t 
is not in mv district, and never was; It 
goes through the Herbert electorate. "Whether 
the railwavs goes to the Tully or not, I 
hope to se~ that country develop_ed, beca~se 
it is the finest in Australia for chmate, ram­
fall, and richness of soil. 

Mr. THEODOHE (lVoothakata): I have 
much pleasure in supporting this short 
extension which will induce settlement and 
encourag~ the settlers alre":dy in t~e d!s­
trict. I recognise that ultimately It will 
probably be connected with the North Coast 
Hailway and provide another outlet for the 
vast hinterland of Cairns. But it will not 
be the best railway as far as serving the 
1nineral countrv is concerned, because 
mineral country" requires the most direct 
communication with a deep-water port, and 
this will be too roundabout. However, it 
will be an alternative route to the Cairns 
line in the event of that line being hung up 
through landslips or other .circumstances. 
But we want a railway which can be used 
at all times. The confidence of tho people 
of the Chillagoe-Etheridge districts in the 
Cairns Railwav is totallv destroved; and as 
to the statement that the ove~burden has 
been removed into the Barron Valley, there 

Mr. Theodore.] 
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are mountains of it yet to go over. \Vhore 
one of thu most scriou,~ shps occurred, as 
the Minister knows, there wore gang" of men 
working for two years previously removing 
the overburden. The department recognised 
the danger, and they had men removing the 
.stuff and dumping it into one of the gulliPs. 

Mr. MANN: Where is that? 

Mr. THEODORE: At Camp Onm Creek. 
It is recognised as a dangerous spot; and 
the department wore trying to make it safe. 
It is unfortunate, but people have not full 
·confidence in that line. 

The SECRE'rARY FOR RAILWAYS: There is 
nothing to prevent them from using it. 

Mr. THEODORE: :\Ia. And it is at 
present the most direct moans of communi_ 
cation with the coast. But we shonld not 
have to depend entirely on the Cairns line ; 
we should have additional means of ingress 
and egress. 

Mr. MANN: I may say that I know the 
position of the slip to which the han. member 
for \Voothakata referred. It has been slip­
ping ever since the line was built. Tho 
department carried rails up there. I helped 
to; and it was the hardest work I ever did. 
They took off tho oven· burden and ran it 
down the gully; and they do that as often 
as is required. Most of it has ,.lipped away 
already; and if the place was sown with 
grass or something to bind the surface, I 
do not think it would go any more. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The water 
got underneath, and the whole place slipped. 

Mr. MANN: There is a slippery seam .. 
and it goes off; and if that is all that is 
wr~ng there i~ no danger. EYery year the 
n1aintcnance Inspector co1nc::; up and sees 
how far it shifts. The department used to 
send a gang for a month or six weeks 
during the dQ· season, and they ran the 
stuff on the tramway and tipped it down 
into the gorge. There is nothing to make a 
sensational story about, because it has been 
there ever since the railway wa9 built­
slipping to a certain extent, and everv vea r 
when required, a little is taken awa..:. • Th~ 
sitnation of the place is about ~~~miles distance 
from Stoney Creek. Th0 rca,'1n for the men 
being !Camped there so long was not because 
of thi•, slip, but because they were puttin e; 
in a deviation to get further away from. 
the ·ide of the ,:orge. That part of the line 
is jnst as safe as any other part of the rail­
way. It has been in that po,ition for the 
last twenty years, and nothing has happened 
through that slip. 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed. The CHAIR~IAX re­

ported that the Committen had come to a 
r09olution, and the report ;vas agreed to. 

CLONCURRY TO MOP'!'\T GGTHBERT 
RAILWAY. 

APPROVAL OF PLAN. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
beg to move that the Speaker do now le3N<" 
the chair, and the Hom-e resolve itself into 
a Committee of the \Vhole to consider the 
following resolutions :-

" 1. That the House approves of the plan., 
section, and book of reference of the proposed 
branch from Cloncurry to Mount Cuthbert (1st 
section), in length 42 miles 15 chains. 

[ilfr. Theodore. 

" 2. That the plan, section, and book . of 
reference be forwarded to the Legi~Iatlve 
Counci~, fo~. their approval, by message In the 
u.sual torm. 

:\Ir. :\IURPHY: I call " 1\ot form~!" ~o 
this n1otion, bccaU'<~ in introducing this r~Il­
\vay propo~:~d the G<;>vernn1ent are brea~\:1!1~ 
a dic;tinct pledgn grven by the la1<> Chid 
Secretary, :Yir. Kidston, to . the pcoplf of 
the Gu:f. They arc proposmg to bm.d . a 
railway which that han. gnntleman said 
should not Le built, and would not b2 a P~Y­
ahle propo;;ition so far as n1inir.:g companies 
arc concerned. I shall refer to thP state­
ment made bv ::\lr. Kidston, in reply. to 
views phred before him by a deputatiOn 
which "ait8d on him on 8th DecembGr, 1909. 
That dcputatio11 consisted of :Mess1·s. 
Murphy, Nevitt, ;\larm, . }1ay, Theodore, 
:\IlVI.L.A., Corrie (of Corne and Company), 
Hensley (Cloncurry), and Captain Robmson 
(chairn1an of the Normanton Cha1.1ber of 
Comm0rcc), who waited on the then. Pre­
mier (:Mr. Kidston) to ask for a rarlwao,: 
to b·l constructed from one of the Guh 
ports-Burketown or :Norm"nton-to .Mount 
Cuthbert Proprietary J.lines. 

o J\Jr. Kidston, in reply, said he 9-uite r_ecog­
nised how de:Jirable it was to gnre rarl~ay 
communicntion to that vast miner.::tl .belt, In­
cluding Mount Cuthbert, Mount Oxide! and 
other important but undeveloped nunes lll. the 
district. He quite understood that the mmes 
could not continue to be worked at a profit 
without reasonable railway facilities. It would 
not be right to ask th·" companies to piCk out 
thco best of their ores, but that was what they 
would have to do under present circumstancts. 
He was not in favour of pushing out th~ Cion­
curry line another 100 miles and aski?-g the 
rnineowners to carry their ore 600 mrles to 
Townsville. This cost would be a heavy pe:­
n1anent charge, and in his opinion an unfair 
one. The expense would be altogether too 
great. Now, they knew he was desirous of 
giving railway comriiunication to .tha~ corner 
of Queensland with the Southern districts, and 
he had been hopeful that if the Lawn Hill 
proposals for. a line from Burke~own had 
eventuated, a continuatioll' of that line wou!d 
have opened up their district. He was afra1d 
it would take them too far North for a trans­
continental line. One thing was evident, the 
Governn1ent must determine upon one or other 
of the ports. He was strongly in favour of 
giving them connection with one of the Nor~h­
ern ports, but he did not say that the !me 
should be connected just now with Cloncurry. 
H would not be good business to run two Go­
vernlnent lines in opposition to each other. ~e 
did not care whether the connection was w1th 
Burketown or Normanton, but to whichever 
was determine<l. npon the facilities would haye 
to go. If they could get one port and one rail­
way to open up the district, it wonld be the 
best thing for them. He was afraid they were 
too far North to join with the transcon~mental 
line. They must have a system of the~r own, 
and if the mines were worth worlung he 
thought a system of their own wac, er,sential. 
Of course, he could not g_ive a"ll answer just 
now. He would submit the matter to ~he 
Railwa:c- Department, asking them to ,determme! 
upon a port-either Burketown or Normanton 
-·and asking the1n to determine upon the route 
and "ee what could be done." 

Therefore, we haYe the late PI·emier, Mr. 
Kidston, promising the people of t.he Gulf 
that this mineral countrv in the neighbour­
hood of the Leichhardt would be opened up 

bv a railwav from either Burke­
[5.30 p.m.] town or Normanton. No:w, the 

Gover:nme!lt are proposmg to 
build a railway from Cloncurry to do exactly 
what Mr. Kidston pointed out should not be 
done-compel these people who are develop-
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ing the copper country in that district to 
carry their material 600 miles to the port of 
Townsville, whereas from Mount Cuthber:; to 
Normanton or Burketown would be loss th&n 
a quarter of that distance. So th<:n:o is gc.o.d 
reason why this Committe8 should give this 
railway very careful consideration. Not that 
I have any objection whatever to the ftate 
coming to the assistance of th0 ·tv1oant CnJ:h­
bert company ·who have spent son1etbntg lH;e 
£70,000 in development work. 

The SECRETARY :!'OR RAILWAYS: And to th0 
_as:3i_stance of_ <Jtf:~r.smnpanies. 

Mr. MURPHY: I have not the slightest 
objection to that at all, but if this min0ral 
country is going to be . opened up, and. if 
these people are to be grven an opportumty 
of working their properties at a profit, then 
the railway should go to one of the Gulf 
ports, so that they could get their material 
to and from a l)ort as cheaply as possible. 
The Secretary for Mines recently pointed 
out that if our copper country was to be 
properly .opened up cheap transit was essen­
tial, yet this Government are intl·oducing a 
railway proposal which will saddle the cop­
per districts in the Leichhardt with a transit 
exteHding'"~\lY!ir. 600 miles. Twenty-five years 
ago ·botl1 Hou1ics~o!~iament passed the 
plan, section, and book of reference for a 
railway from Normanton to Cloncurry, and 
the sum of £500,000 still stands amongst our 
unexpended balances. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The sum 
was voted, but the plan was not passed. 

Mr. MURPHY : I will not argue that 
point. All I know is that the proposal to 
COI}nect Normanton to Cloncurry was agreed 
to, a survey was made, and the Government 
of the day promised to commence the work. 
Later on, a syndicate line was passed for 
opening up the Cloncurry mineral district 
with the port of Normanton, and it seems 
strange that the Qgvernmsmt ·"sh9.u1!1 
Q!;!rriodlY~~ · .. 
r.aJ!l"la$1~ .from .... 
We shall· rio doubt e to t at t is is in 
consequence of a report which has been re­
ceived concerning the ports of Burketown 
and Normanton. Recently, when I intro­
duced a deputation to him with regard to a 
railway from Forsayth to Croydon, the Pre­
mier pointed out that the Government could 
not afford to build two railways at the pre­
sent time in the Gulf, and he gave that depu­
tation to understand that he proposed to 
utilise the money at his disposal for a rail­
way to the Leichhardt from Burketown or 
Normanton. It would be interesting to know 
what has induced the Cabinet to change 
their minds in connection with this matter. 
Is history goiP.g to repeat itself ? Twenty­
five years ago, if Normanton had got the 
railway' which Parliament agreed it should 
get, instead of being in the state of stagna­
tion it is to-day, it would undoubtedly have 
been one of the most flourishing in North 
Queensland. The Gulf country is worthy of 
the attention of the Government, but it seems 
to me not only this Government, but almost 
every Government we have had in Queens· 
land, has dor.e its utmost to try and llamug0 
the prospects of the Gulf country. So far as 
reports are concerned, I could produce ejuota­
tions from a report by Mr. George Phillips, 
who was appointed by the Government svme 
time ago to report on proposed rail way con­
struction in the Gulf, and also with regard 
to the two ports. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I appuintGd 
him. 

Mr. MURPHY: I belieyG the bon. gentle­
man was Secretary for Ra1lways at the time. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I appointed 
him. 

Mr. MURPHY: I would s~oner say the 
Cabinet appointed him. I .grye t~o hor.. 
gentleman the credit for appomtmg him, and 
the hon. gentleman should abide by Mr. 
Phillips's decision. Why does the hon. ff(J?-tl~­
ma.n desire to get away from Mr. Phuhps s. 
reoort? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\YAYS: I am not 
going away from it. 

Mr. MURPHY: The hoJ?-· ,gentleman is 
getting away from JYI~ Phillips s report .. We 
find in this report, wluch .has been submitted 
by the Railway Comr:ntsswner, that th.e first 
section of this railway IS. but the ,begummg· 
of a railway to connect wrth one 01 the Gulf 
ports. vVhy should not the Government 
oolect the Gulf port and build a railway fro.m 
it to Mount Cuthbert ? M-r7~-K~~1S·,,, 
.t.i'l.9.HY~- \ui9jLd.ow11 that thQre was. no necesc 
s.\ty :f2ra ~uih.-ay from Mou.nt Cuthber,t;t,q;., 

.Cl9ncurry at the present trme; that the.. 
.whole of the mineral belt could be developed 
by a railway to one of the ports in the Gulf. 
We shail probably be told by the .Secretary 
for Railways, in repl:y:, tha.t m:y ob~ecti~:m to· 
building the railway m this drrection IS be­
cause the reports on the norts of Normanton 
11nd Burketown are not quite as satisfactory 
as he anticipated. As a matter of fact, Mr. 
Elliott was recently appointed to report on 
the Gulf ports. What were his instructions ? 
To .go to the Gulf and find a natural port; 
a port that the largest ships could come into· 
without the expenditure of any money at all. 
That seemed to be the instructions that Mr. 
Elliott received. Where are those ports in 
Queensland 'I The natural ports, such as 
Bowen and Gladstone, have been neglected 
by the Government. The population . of 
Townsville and Brisbane has enabled tHem 
to spend money on making ports. The Nor­
manton River is quite as fine a river as the· 
Brisbane River. That is shown by Mr. Phil­
lips. Mr. Phillips, in the report which I have 
referred to, on page. 25, points out-

"The estuary of the Norman is unquestion­
ably one of the best of the unimproved rivers of 
the State. It drains an area of 18,000 square 
miles generally very even country, and not 
of a 'nature to furnish heavy silt, while the 
current in the highest floods is too sluggish to 
carry much silt." 

On page 26 of that report, Mr. Phillips 
continues-

" There are two places on the lower Norman 
suitable for berthing the largest ships. These 
are as follow :-

" (a) The Two-mile Ridge, on the right 
or eastern bank ·Of the river, about z· 
miles above Karumba; and 

"(b) Port Norman, on the left or western 
bank, about 7 miles above the mouth 
of the river." 

Referring to the Two-mile Ridge Mr. Phillips 
said-

H In some respects the site is analogous to 
that at Pinkenba. but the extent of available 
wharfage is mnch greater, and the land is· 
higher and better adapted for every purpose 
than is the land at Pinkenba." 

That does not say that there is no possibility 
of making a port at Normanton. But, unfor­
tunately for that part of the Gulf country, 
succ.essive Governments have taken steps to 
filch from it the trade which should naturally 

Jf r. Murphy.] 
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go there, and the result is that population 
has decreased and we have not been in a 
position to un'dertake the heavy expenditure 
which harbour improvements naturaily entail. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: How much 
has been spent on tho port of No.rmanton? 

Mr. MURPHY: The first wo.rk done at the 
port of Normanton was done under the direc­
tion of Sir John Cook, and they spent some­
thing like £40,000 in making a wrong channel. 
Then they spent on another channel some­
thing like £30,000. I cannot give the exact 
figures, but I do know that no money has 
been spent. on the port of Normanton for the 
last five years. The dredges were taken away 
just when they were doing good work, and 
unfortunately for the Gulf the Croydon Gold­
field! has declined. If developments of the 
deep ground at Croydon had turned out as we 
anticipated, there would have been a popula­
tion on that particular goldfield equal perhaps 
to that of Charters Towers, and with such 
a population the Government co.uld not pos­
sibly have continued to treat the Gulf country 
as badly as it has for many years past been 
treated. I regret to say the Secr-etary for 
Railways, who has always said he was anxious 
to assist that part of the country, should! now 
introduce a railwa.y proposal which will assist 
to make both Normanton and Burketown 
duller than they are at the J?r·?sent time. 
On page 31 of his rE]port Mr. Ph1ll1ps says-

" Captain T. w. Robinson, than whom there 
is no better authority on the Norman River 
and bar, seeing that he has . had twenty-two 
years• continuous experience of Jightering be­
tween the anchorage and the town, says­
" With regard to the present cutting, I venture 
to state that there is no other cutting through 
an outside bar in Queensland, in fact, in Aus­
tralia, that showed such splendid results under 
the circumstances. It is now five years since 
the dredge left the port; the channel has never 
been touched since then, and what has made its 
chances even worse is the fact that it has not 
been used more than twenty times by the 
coasting steamers during the past five yearsy 
the only other traffic being the ss. " Dugong" 
and lighters." 

And with regard to a deep-water port, on 
page 35, Mr. Phillips says-

" It may be urged that the Norman River is 
incapable of such improvements as would place 
it in the category of first-class ports. This is 
not quite the case, however, for it is capable 
of improvement up to 20 feet at l.w.s., which 
at spring tides would accommodate vessels of 
from 26 to 31 feet draught, according to 
monsoons.H 

When the Secretary for Railways endeavours 
to defend this particular railway he will hav.e 
to deal with these matters which havt> been 
brought forward by an engineer appointed 
by himself to deal with this question. Of 
course, the bon. gentleman will, no doubt, 
argue tliat this railway is being built in order 
that facilities may be given to the copper 
propositions on the Leichharclt. I take it 
if you wanted to assist the mining industry, 
as the Secretary for Railways pointed out 
this afternoon, you must give the district 
communication with the nearest port. That 
·should be the question in dealing with a raiL 
way of this nature, and the Normanton dis­
trict has been shamefully treated by successive 
Governments in regard to this Cloncurry 
mineral trade. Normanton o.r Burketown is 
undoubtedly the natural port of that district, 
and they should obtain some ·consideration 
from the Government. It seems a remark­
·able fact that the Secretary for Railways, 
when introducing railways to. this Chamber, 

tMr. Murphy. 

should be able to pick the route at his own 
sweet will. The Secretary for Railwa.ys will 
probably tell us later on that Burketown is 
unworthy of consideration. What does one 
of his officers say with regard· to Burketown? 
Mr. Phillips, at page 12 of his report, says 
this-

" Ultimately, no doubt, freezing works will 
be established on the Albert and Norman 
Rivers for supplying meat to the Eastern 
markets in India, China, Japan, Philippine 
Ielands, etc. In this connection, it should be 
borne in mind that there is no portion of Aus­
tralia more free from long continued and de­
structive droughts than the Burke district. In 
1902, when stock were dying from one end of 
Queensland to the other, there was no loss of 
stock in the neighbourhood of the Gulf, whilst 
many thousands of sheep and cattle were sent 
there from other districts. One lot of sheep 
were actually fattened within 20 miles of 
Burketown." 

At .page 23, Mr. Phillips, referring to the 
Albert River bar, says-

" With a 16-feet channel over the bar, 
veesels drawing 17 feet could safely enter at 
either season during neap tides and 22 feet 
during springs, whilst the maximum draught 
during the north-west season might be 25 feet 
or a little more if entry were made during 
calm weather. The entrance to the river from 
the bar is very direct, and does not involve 
any curves of small radius. In fact the 
smallest curve, right up to the ballast ground 
landing, has a radius of 2,250 feet, on which 
the least width is 750 feet. Both dimensions 
compare very favourably with the Brisbane 
River at Kangaroo Point, where the width is 
from 550 feet to 700 feet, and the radius is 
about 1.000 feet." 
Mr. Phillips esti~ates the cost of providing 
the channels descnbed at £50,000, and further 
says-

" The varied resources of the hinterland must 
sooner or later demand an improved port on 
the estuary of the Albert River, so that the 
question to be considered is not whether the 
Albert or the Norman is the better river, but 
whether the vast mineral, pastoral, and agri­
cultural resources of the district behind Burke­
town are to be adequately developed and ac­
commodated by means of railways and an 
improved outlet to the sea." 

i'llr. Phillips is an engineer of repute, and 
has a thoroughly practical knowledge of 
the Gulf country, having first gone there 
about 1865.. The quotations I have given 
show what IS his opm1on of the ports in the 
Gulf. But, leaving that view of the matter 
out of the question, I would point out that 
the Government gave a distinct promise to 
the people of the Gulf district that the 
Leichhardt copper lands would be opened 
up by a railway from. a Gulf port and a 
Government which is not a piecrust 'Govern· 
ment, when it passes its word with regard 
to any great public matter, should stick to it 
and carry out its promise. When Mr. Kid: 
ston made a tour through the North-I 
think it was after the Cloncurry Railway 
had been built-he travelled by buggy from 
Cloncurry to Normanton, and, addressing a 
public meeting there, he said that if he had 
traversed the country previous to the passing 
of the Richmond to Cloncurry railway, that 
line, as far as he was concerned, would 
never have been introduced, because he 
realised that the proper method of develop­
ing the mineral country back from Norman­
ton and Burketown was by communication 
with those ports. The Government, in intro­
ducing this line, are distinctly going back 
on the ·promise which was given to the 
people of the Gulf district. They should 
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bayo decided to build a raiiwa' to one of 
·tho hvo Gulf par~.:;. 'Jlhe people' of tlw Gul1 
..are ~atisfwJ. to leave to th0 Gover.rinKllt the 
seJ,_ ction of the pent to v:hich the line 
rhould bo conctructed, but they certainly 
think that, in dealing with this matter con, 
sideration should haYe been given t;, the 
pmmise which was made to the people by 
the Government. \\' e aro told that tho 
Govcrn1nont are anxious to a&··ist outside 
,places, but it appears co mo that this Go, 
vf'nunent, as far as Nonnanton u.nd Hurkc­
t<;>wu are concerned, are simply like other 
-GoYcrnmcnts which have occupied tho 
Treasury bcmchos in Quc-'nsland-they gi"" 
no consideration \\ hatcYer to tho pcoplu 
living in those districts ,-~here thev arc 
working under great ditliculties and di~abili­
.ties in trying to d<•velop that .far away part 
of Queensland. I sincorelv trust that the 
House will not agree to this railway. 

Mr. COLLINS (Burke): I wish to endorse 
the remarks that have fallen from the hon. 
member for Croydon, who has quoted exten­
hively from a report by Mr. Phillips, which 
was presented to this House in 1909. \V e 
all know that tho nearer a copper-mine is 
brought to a port the better it is for those 
-engaged in that industn-, esp2ciallv \YhGrG 
·copper-1nining is carried" on on an Cxtensive 
»eale, aE we are told it will be at .Mount 
Cuthbert, Mount Oxide, the Mammoth 
Mines, and other mines in that locality. The 
difference between the cost of carn·ing frmn 
Townsville to those places, and frc;m a Gulf 
port to those places, may be tho difference 
between t~e mines paying and not paying. 
I do not mtend to delay the House by dis­
-cm>ing tho matter at length. The hon. 
member for Croydon has shown that 
droughts are practically unknown in that 
part of Queensland. During the great 
drought of 1902 there was no drought in 
that district. Mr. Phillips reports that the 
land in the localits is of excellent quality, 
.and that in the Gregory River there is a flow 
{)£ 100,000,000 ga!lons of water per twenty-four 
hours. lt scm<Is to me that it would be a 
good thing for a railway to be built from 
the port of either Normanton or Burketown 
to Mount Cuthbert. The ,population of 
that part of tho country is not increas- · 
ing at the present time, and is not likelv 
to increase unless the Government spend 
more public money in its development. The 
~rgument tha~ there is not a deep-water port 
m the Gulf IS hardly worthv of considera­
tion. This House recently 'passed a vote 
-a£ £350,000 to make. a deep-water port at 
Mackay. 

The PREMillR: The House did not vote 
£350,000 for that purpose. · 

Mr. COLLINS: Well, the House gave the· 
harbour board authority to raise £350,000 
for the work. 

The PREMIER: The people approved of the 
work. 

:i'dr. COLLINS: No doubt if the people in 
the Gulf district h:ad an opportunity they 
would approve of a hke proposal for making a 
port in the Gulf. Without delaying the House 
any further, I will simply add that I am in 
accord with what has been said by the hon. 
member for Croydon. 

Mr. MAY: I am going to support this !'ail­
way. I have been working for this line for 
the last throe years, and have been asked by 
my constituents to forward its construction as 
much as possible. If there was no line to 
Cloncurry I should have supported a propoeal 

to build a railwa1 from the Gulf, but since we 
have a line to Cloncurry, I contend that the 
sooner we get that line extended the '\Goner 
shall we g,ct' a line to the Gulf. In my opm~on 
the line to Cloncurry should have been earned 
to Stamford, and then along th" ridges . to 
JYicKinlev, thence to Cloncurry. But. the lme 
is now ~built, and it is no. use chscuss1ng 
that point. At the !?resent tune ,You can get 
blister copper earned from CJoncurry to 
'l'owm:ville for £2 a ton, and copper ore £1 
6s. 6d. per ton. . . 

The-SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It rs carrwd 
at long-distanc" rates. 

Mr. ~lAY: The hon. member for Croydon 
Teferred to a deputation which waited upon 
the :\iinist"r in connectiOn wrth railway con­
struction in this district, and m:mtwned m) 
nam-e as well as that of J\lr. Hensley anc_ 
s •ver~l others and stated that '"'' 'advocated, 
i~ the first in~tance, a line from Cloncurry ~o 
the G-ulf. The hon. member would lea~ t e 
Chamber to b-elieve that I am now tmm':g 
tail on what I advocated at that time, and ~Id 
not point out that ever smce the constructiOn 
of the Cloncurry railway I have advocated the 
extension of that rail wa,y to one of tho ports 
in the Gulf-whether it we:'t to l3urke~own 
o: Normanton was immatenal to me. Sonus 
time arro we thought that the !me from 

1
Clon· 

currv t:\.-;as going to be extended to .awn 
Hill~, but that proposition fA! through. . I 
was told by people up there that they were 
sure that line would never be bmlt, beca'!-de 
they had not suffic·,ent ore there to provi e 
traffic which would make the railway pay.b ~ 
do not remember the time the hon. mom 81 

for Croydon referred to when the "three 
fi,hers," as we m -d to call th,:m, went out 
into that part of tl_Ie country. I .. referT~~ 
Messrs. Kidston, Arrey, and Ken. . 
phrase is not disrespectful, but ~ather comph­
mentarv, as they \vere out fi~hrng for l~now­
ledge. 'That was before the !me \\as bmlt to 
Cloncurry . 

Mr. JYluRPHY: The railway was passed then. 

Mr. MAy : The. raih":ay had not be~n b;~~;· 
But the railway IS built to Cloncuny . • 
and we have to take that fact mto consider~­
iion in dealing with the proposal now.dbefOid 
the House. The owners of JYiount Oxi . e an 
of Mount Cuthbert and the prospecto~s Ill that 
district say they want to get a ra!lway a.s 
soon as they possibly can. H<:re W<;> have; a 
chance of passing a Dailway whwh w!ll _do .m­
calculable good to the whole of that d1stnct, 
and I shall support the ]inc-. I_ suppose th~re 
will b0 a bit of onposition to It, but I thmk 
we shall manage to carry it, and I hop-e that 
before the night is over I shall have the 
pleasure of sending a tekgram out \Vest to 
sav that the line has been passed. 

Hon. E. B. FORREST: Send it now. 

Mr. MANN: Though it is not usual to say 
much on the propositio.n to allow ~he Hou~e 
to go into Committee tD deal _wrth a rail­
way, still, as this is almost a natwnal I_natter, 
I think the Rouse would be well advised to 
discuss the propo"ition thoro~ghly befor:" a!. 

lowing it to go :nto Committe;e. 
[7 p.m.] On cm·ofully readmg the Commis· 

sioner's report, one can see 
little to object' to except that it means ''-n 
eno1·mous length of carriage to the port of 
TownsYille. Possibly the q<>vernment may 
justify the proposed extensiOn bJ: the •. plea 
that if they started to get connect!on •" It_h a 
port in the Gulf a much longer lime might 
elapse than would be the case if they were 

Mr. Mann.] 
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to go on with !he present proposed extension. 
I oppose th~s _!me, no.t because I think it is a 
bad p_roposrtron, but because I think each 
port shoul.d h":ve the trade of it .. own hinter­
land. Thrs wrll mean hundreds of miles of 
rarlage to Townsville, which is not a better 
port than could be made at either Kormanton 
or Burketown, and entails 300 miles extra 
carnage: .There is a kind of sugar-coating 
to t~e prllm the recommendation of the Com­
;rnssroner, where he .~ays this is only. a link 
m some future railway to a Gulf port. 

The SECRETARY FOR ?·AIL WAYS: Why should 
the Commrssroner provrde a 'Ugar-coated pill? 

The PREMJ';m: Is it to make it more 
acceptable? 

:\Ir .. :\IAKN: Y eG. The reprc&entatives of 
the. drstnc! would not put up the b:Lme fight 
agamst th:s railway if they thought that in 
the !'ear future the !me would be extended 
to Normanto'.' or Burketown. The member 
for the drstnct., Mr. May, put up a good 
fight f~r the rarlway, but even he will admit 
t~at, gwen equal facilities in regard to ship­
pmg, rt must be preferable to take the ores 
to the nearest port. 

Th.e SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Nobody is 
argumg agamst that. 

l\lr. MANN: Then why not take the line 
to Norman ton or Burketo,wn? 

The. ~ECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The bc3 t 
proposrtwn rs not always practicable. 

Mr. l\IANN: Minerals have a fluctuating 
value. They may stand hirrh railway charges 
when the value is high, b~t when the value 
has become _lower, they may not bo able to 
st~nd the hrg.h carriage to Townsville. 300 
miles less carnage may make all the difference 
between profit and loss, and by adopting 
a shor~e~ rou.te to a port we may preserve 
the mmr:ng mdu~'try of that di~trict for 
Qt:eensland when prices arc low. Another 
thmg, a great deal is said about filling up 
the wast'! spaces, and we have a vast empty 
co.untry m the Gulf district. Would it not 
be better to establish a port there and thus 
encourage population about Normanton or 
Burketown tha_n t? have everything sent to 
To.wnsvrlle, whrch IS apparently the intention 
of t~e Government under this Bill? We are 
puttmg too . h~avy an ir_npost .on the people 
who have mmmg proposrtwns m this district. 
We sh~uld enco.urage them not only to work 
their rrch ores, but also encourage them to 
work the low-grade ores; and we can only 
encourage them to do_ that by giving them 
the sho.rtest and easie,t route to a port. I 
w~s one of a deputation which waited on Mr 
Krdst?n son;e time ago, and whateve; may 
be sard a£amst that gentleman he certainly 
seeme.d to h~ve got .t!re hang, geographically 
speakm!;i, of the. posrt~on. He painted to the 
deputatron a bnght prcture of what it would 
mean to the Gulf country if a railway were 
made to Normanton or ·Burketown. Right 
along the eastern seaboard we have settlement 
from Cooktown down the coast, and to that 
extent ~e a_re safeguarded from invasion; 
a,nd consrdermg the empty spaces along the 
Gulf S>'aboard the Go;vernment would be 
lacking in' patriotism _if they were not to take 
the earhest opportum~y of settling that part 
of Queensland. I thmk the Minister would 
be well advised in considering the question 
og taking the line either to Burketown or 
l'<ormanton. The people of Townsville al­
read:-:•have a. big ~int<>rland, and it wouid be 
showmg consrderatron for their weaker neigh-

rJ!r. Mann. 

bours if they wer" to. waive their claim to. 
have this railway and allow it to be made to 
a Gulf port. 

HoN. R. PHILP (Tmcnsl'illc}: This line is 
not being built for the people of Townsville; 
it is being built for the wpper minPs between 
Cloncurry and Mount Cuthbert. 

l\Ir. :1IURPHY: It is for the 1\IOlmt Cuthbert 
Copper Mines. 

HoN. R. PHILP: The Mount Cuthbert 
people will have to malw up the deficiency if 
the line does not pay. It is onlv 60 or 70 
:ni!es from Cloncurry to Mount Cuthbert, and 
rt rs nearly three times as far from Norman­
ton to ::\Iount Cuthbert. If this line can be 
built in two years from Cloncurry, it will 
take six years to build it from Normanton. 
But the building of this line will hasten the 
building of the line to the Gulf; and I hope 
the Normanton line will start from bo.th ends 
when it is built. (Hear, hear!) No one would' 
be more glad to pass the line from Norman­
ton to Cloncurry than myself, but I am not 
prepared to. say whether Normanton or Burke­
town is the better port. There is better land 
about Burketown, but Norma.nton has the 
better river. If I were representing a Gulf 
electorate I would not object to this line. 

Mr. l\IURPHY: If vou lived in the Gulf 
twenty-five years and knew how the people· 
were taken do.wn you would object. 

HoN. R. PHILP: There are a number of 
r!ch r_nines north of Cloncurry. and the ques­
tron rs how can we benefit those people best 
and quickest? By building the line from 
Cloncurry to ::\Iount. Cuthbert they will have 
to go o:nlv one-third of the distance they 
would have to go from Mount Cuthbert to 
Normanton or Burketown. The Government 
have not yet made up their minds which is. 
the better po.rt, and I could not say which is 
the better port. You may have the richest 
mine in the world, but unk;s you have rail­
way communication you cannot make it pay. 
I hope the House will pass this line, which 
will help to make the line to the Gulf more 
quickly than would be o.therwise the case. 

Mr. WIENHOLT (Fassifern): Though this. 
seems to be rather ~tn expensive line, and the 
earnings rather doubtful, I believe it will be 
a good thing to build the line if it is the 
intention to connect eventually with a port 
in the Gulf. When we had before us the pro­
position to build the transcontinental rail­
way I said the scheme would be incomplete 
until we could make one of the ports in our 
own territory the terminus of the line-a port 
in the Gulf. This line is particularly inter­
esting to me because I think it should be a 
connection of the transcontinental railway. 
It could fit in splendidly with that system, 
which will come very much further inside 
than the at present proposed transcontinental 
line. I think it will be much better if the line 
goes to Normanton or Burketown, and I 
think the Government should connect the lines 
right through from Cloncurry pretty well to 
Charleville, going very much inside of where 
it is already. Such a line would have my 
hearty support. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The hon. member for Crovdon several times 
stated that the tabling of the plan of the 
line from Cloncurry towards Mount Cuthbert 
was a distinct breach of trust, and a distinct 
breaking of a promise given by the Premier 
in 1909. 

Mr'. lY1uRPHY: Hear, hear! 
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The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Tho.ugh the bon. member, a.s a rule, is very 
gemal, and I nearly always listen to him with 
a g.reat deal of. pl~asure,_ I could nc.t al­
together agree With Jum when he was makinry 
ouch charges against th'" Government. Forth~ 
reason t~at the hon. member evidently did 
not co.nsider that the circumstances are not 
now ;vhat they were in 1909, when the late 
Premier met the deputation that the hon. 
member referred to. 

Mr. MURPH:Y: What is the differenm ? 

The ~ECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
If.! 1909 It was thought very much more ad­
VIoable that the northern portion of the 
great Cloncurry copper field should be con­
nected, directly with the Gulf rather than 
w~th Cloncurry,, but last year, the then Pre­
mler,_ .Mr. Kidston, made the statement 
that I;t order. to complete that great s:·stem 
of railways m far western Queensland it 
would be necesary to build the railway from 
Cloncurry to the Gulf, a•· that is the desire 
of the Government in bringing forward this 
proj~ct?d first ~action. of that railway. I 
say It Is an. :11tu·ely different proposition to 
any prop~;;It!On that has been brought for­
wa:·d durmg the last twenty-five years. I 
claim that the present Government is abso­
!utely . keepi!'g faith with the Gulf people 
m theu desire to have railwaY communica­
ti<_Jn with the Cloncurry copper fields, and 
With Norma!'ton, for the reason that they 
sent Mr. Ellwtt, of tho Harbours and Rivers 
Department, to thoroughly examine the 
shores of tho Gulf to try and find whether it 
was po.ssible to get a deep-water port with­
out gomg to the expense of either opening 
up Normanton or Burkctown. There was 
ne_ver any reasoq to suppose that that pro­
mise was not. going to be carried out. 1 
could not po"31bly send gn"' offic"r belonging 
to .another J\iinister's department, but Mr. 
Elliott was sent to the Gulf as coon as ever 
his other duties would permit, and I rFgret 
to say that Mr. Elliott's renort was not the 
repor~ that I wished to see, for the reason 
that It h~s been my desire, if poF>ible, to 
start a railway from the Gulf nort-a better 
port than either of those in ex"istE>nce at the 
present time. What does Mr. Elliott my ? 
On page 3 of his report he savs-

" From the results of my~ observations on 
this oc asian, and of my survey of Point Parker 
in 1881, and from the inform:.ttion derived 
from the Admiralty chart, it may be definitelY 
stated that no natural deep-water harbour 
exists on the mainland of Queensland in the 
area under observation." 

Mr. MuRPHY: We admit that .. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
On pages 5 and 6 of his report, Mr. Elliott 
says-

" From the Albert I went across to the 
Norman River, and examined the cutting 
dredged in 1904 to a L.W. depth of 10 feet. 
This channel, some 11,000 feet in length by a 
width of 200 feet, was made in a N.W. by N. 
direction from the deep water in the elbow lead 
(about 4 mile> from Kurumba) out to the 
12-foot contour, cutting through about 600 feet 
of a sandbank (dry at L.W.) at a distance of 
some 4,000 fe•-t from inner end of cutting. 
Although the depths in this inner 4,000 feet 
have been well maintained and slightly im­
proved since 1904, the bandbank has to a 
certain extent reformed 1,000 feet further out 
than originally, and for a length of 250 feet 
there is only from 2 feet G inches to 3 feet at 
L.W.S. in the cutting, or about 1 foot 6 inches 
less than in the old channel, which is still 
marked t( ·~ading bea• ons for day use if 
required. 
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"The outer 6,000 feet of the dredged cutting 
is practically obliterated, as you will see by 
plan attached." 

That is the Normanton port. The promise 
made by Mr. Kidston has been fully carried 
out by the present Premier in sending Mr. 
Elliott to the Gulf to make another thorough 
examination, with a view to seeing whether 
it was possible to start railway construction 
from there. 

Mr. MunPHY: That is not a fair way <Jf 
putting it. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
'Whether it is a fair wa,· or not, I can assure 
you it is the truthful way. 

Mr. MURPHY: You never instructed n1:r. 
Elliott to ascertain where you could shirt 
railwa} construction in the Gulf. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
He ·,,·e,s instructed to ascortctin the best deep­
water port, so that we could then take into 
consideration where we could start railway 
building from the Gulf. The hon. member 
for Croydon also referred to the fact that 
Mr. Phillips was instructed by myself to re­
port as to the best method of opemng up 
the northern part of the Cloncurry copper 
field by means of a railway to the Gulf. 
·when this rep0 rt was furnished, the Lawn 
Hills Company had not forfeited their de­
posit to the Government to build a railway 
from Burketown to Lawn Hills. I say with­
out hesitation, if that company had earned 
out their agreement, the proposition of open­
ing up the Clonourry copper field would have 
been a much easier one than it is at the pre· 
sent time, for the reason that it would have 
been a much CP'·ier matter for us to have 
connected with Lawn Hills than it is for us 
at the present time to connect with Towns­
ville, which is 600 miles away. On page 37 
of his report Mr. Phillips says-

" CLONCURRY TO BURKETOWN. 
" The railway which in the first instance 

would confer the gre,1te•:t benefit upon the dis­
trict genually, and which I have no hesitation 
in recommending, would be from Clancurry, via 
Quamby, Coolullah, and Kamileroi, cro•ming 
the Leichhardt River about 7 or 8 miles above 
Lorraine Head Station, and thence in a very 
direct line to Gregor~-· Downs, and via the east­
ern bank of the Gregory River and Bearnes 
Brook ( croHing the latter near the Brook Hotel) 
to Burketown, and thence to· the ballast ground 
on the Albert River," 

Mr. MuRPHY: You must not forget that 
Mr. Phillips recommended the construction 
of a railway in the Gulf running into mil­
lions of money 

The SECRETARY FOR RULWAYS: 
Mr. Phillips did not recommend the depart­
m<mt to build a railway from Burketown to 
('lonourry, but he recommends building from 
Cloncurry to Burketown, ·and the length of 
that railway would b<e 285 miles, and the 
e~timated cost was £735,000. Mr. Phillips, 
on the same page, recommendation number 
7, .sa.: s-

" For rea~ons previously given-vide pages 
92 to 97 ante-I cannot recommend the exten­
Rion of the railway from Normanton to 
Rarumba. 

" I would advise that the deep-water berth 
for ships in the Norman River be placed at 
Port Norman, and that a high-level railway, 
laid with 42-lb. r~i!s, be c--mstruct,··d from Port 
Norman to l\orma;:,ton, a distance of 29 ¥a 
mile'_,', of which, however, the length to con 
struct would be about 261;4 miles." 

Hon. W. T. Pt'lget.] 
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And il). recommendtction No. 8 he goes on to 
say-

" I would advise that from a point near 
Kamiieroi on the Cloncurry-Burketown Railway 
-about 105 miles from Cloncurry-a railway 
of 3 feet 6 mchee, gauge, laid with 42-Ib. rails 
be e~tended to N ormanton, via Donor's Hill: 
?r?s_,mg the Flinders at Walker's Bend, and 
JOimng the Port Norman Branch at a point 
about 7 miles from Normanton. 

" The total length to construct would be 
about 133 miles, and as the Flinders is the only 
river that would have to be crossed, and that 
at low level, I estimate the co ;t at about 
£:>00,000." • 

That is from Kamileroi to Normanton. He 
recommends the construction of a railway 
from _Clon_curry to Kan_1ileroi, over the route 
of tlus railw'!-y whwh IS now being objected 
to, and the distance from Kamileroi to Cion­
curry is 105 miles, and Kamiloroi to Nor­
manton is 133 miles.. T_he great object that 
th_ose copper compame·, m the Cloncurry dis­
trict have IS to get to work. They have 
been ~pending money for many ytcars in de­
velopmg their property. I am given to 
understand the J\Iount Cuthbert Company 
have spent from £70,000 to £:0,000, 'and they 
are desirou", having spent that large surn 
of money, . ~f erecting smelters and placing 
the propositiOn on a payable basis, and their 
proposition to the Government is : If you 
:otart from the Gulf, where you eventually 
intend to go, it will take quito a number 
of years before you give us railway corn­
munication with the nc arest seaport, but if 
you build 70 miles of railway--of which 
I am proposing 42 miles to-night-we should 
then be in a position to profitably work 
our .mines and. smelt for the public, 
although we have to pay a very much higher 
railage to Townsville than we would pa•:· 
to either Nor manton or Burketown. I would 
point out that until we are in a position, 
by the development of the Gulf country, to 
induce oversea ships to steam down the Gulf 
to a port in the Gulf, although the railage 
to a port in the Gulf will be appreciably 
lower than the railage to Townkvillc, the 
sea carriage will be very mw::h higher, for 
the reason that the products must be put Dn 
board steamer and t;c,rried to Thunday 
Island, an.d there transhipped to the overs<·a 
boat. Although the Government has :not 
been able to propose that this railwa·; should 
start from the Gulf port, the Government 
has gone a very long way towards consu:o:n­
mating the"wi,·h of the people living in the 
Gulf, and who are desirous of this railway 
bei!J.g constructed. 

Mr. NEVITT (Carpentaria): l'v.Ir. 
Speaker--

The SPEAKER: Order! The han. mem­
ber is following a very unusual course. 'I'he 
question has been debated and the Minister 
has replied. 

Mr. NEVITT: But, Mr. Speaker, surely I 
have a right to speak. 

The SPEAKER: The hon. member is 
quite within his right in speaking, but it is 
not usual to continue the debate after the 
Minigter has replied. 

Mr. NEVITT: I am under a very· great 
disadvantage this evening for more rease>ns 
than one. I should not have attempted to 
follow the Minister had I been able to get 
to the Chamber earlier in the day. This is 

a matter of ver;' considerable 
[7.30 p.m.] import;cncc · to my electorate. 

The majority of members in this 
Chamber lmow the :•ttitude that I have 
taken in com.ection with railway construction 

[Han. W. T. Paget. 

in the Gulf country ever since I have been 
a men1ber of the House, and I cannot allow 
this opportunity to pass without entering 
my moot emphatic protest against the acti<_Jn 
of the Government in introducing this rail­
way. It seems to me that the Government 
are acting towards the particular portion of 
Quee01sland which I represent in exactly the 
same way a3 other Governments in the past 
ha•. 8 ncti'd tm• ards it. It appears that this 
vast Gulf country is to be continually made 
the Cinderella of the State. If this portion 
of Queemland had received in the past all 
that it was entitled to, it would not be 
suffering as it is suffering to-day. A~ the 
pre3ent time the Government are recmvmg 
from £30,000 to £50,000 per annum in the 
shape of rents from runs-leasehold and 
occupation licenses-and yet they are takmg 
away what little trade is left to the district 
and sending it to the East coast. What IS 
the result? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The trade 
is now going to Cloncurry. 

Mr. :J';'EVITT : A portion of it is, and if 
you pass this railway the trade which is 
at present going to ;.\;ormanton and Burke­
town will go to Townsville. The railway 
mikage from Towns;•ille to Cloncurry 1s 480 
miles, and practically goes due west. It rs 
proposed now to continue that railway due 
south to }l;lount Cuthbert, a dic,tance of 
80 miles, and it is ougge<,ted that it should 
then go due north for another 42 miles. By 
coL tructing this railway the distance by 
railway from Townsville to Mou_nt Cuthbert 
will be 560 miles, whereas the distriCt could 
be connected with a Gulf port by a railway 
not more than 150 miles long. Is that a 
fair propooal to that particular portion of 
Queensland. The Minister for Railways 
savs that we cannot get ships to go to the 
G{,lf and that until ships do. go to the Gulf 
it is' no use building a railway for a j)Ol't 
there. V17hy, only twenty-five or thrrty 
years ago we had rails brought overs.e.a _and 
landed at a port in the Gulf ; the Mmister 
knows that perfectly well, and yet he says 
that before we build a L·ailway to Burke· 
tov.n or Normanton we should have ships 
running into the Gulf. Some twenty-five 
yp,cus ago rails were landed from tho 
"Middlesborough" at 17s. 6d. per ton, so 
that argument advanced by the Minister 
has absolutely no weight. If the railway 
from Cloncurry to Mount Cuthbert is buil_t, 
instead of constructing a line to a port m 
the Gulf it will be one of the greatest 

·injustices' ever inflicted upon that part of 
the State. The country between Mount Cuth­
bert and the Gulf is much easier country for 
railway onstruction than that between Cion· 
curry and Mount Cuthbert. Last year I was 
told, by oHicials in the Engineer's Depart­
ment, that on an average they were laymg 
railways with 42-lb. rails, and t~at it re­
quired from 250 to 300 tons per Imle. That 
means that for this 40 miles of railway 
there will be an increase of £10,000 in the 
cost, or a total of £20,000 on the capital 
cost when it reaches its objective at Mount 
Cuthbert. For all time that railway will 
be handicapped by an increased outlay of 
£20,000 compared with what would have 
been required if the railway had been con­
structed to the Gulf. It is a shame and 
disgrace that one particular portion of the 
State should be given an advantage at the 
expense of a;wther, as will be the case if 
this line is constructed. Only the other day 
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I had a letter from a gentleman in that 
portion of my electorate known as Lake 
Nash, \chich is something like 200 mlle:; 
from Cloncurry. The letter stated that tho 
Raih a:; Department arc offering the people 
evcory facility for the carriage of produce 
from Tm.·nsville to Malvern, thence to Lake 
Nash. Loading for that district has gon<' 
from the port of Burketown from the tims 
that Lake Nash was opened up until the 
present dnte. During the last few years the 
population of Burlmtown and .l"\ormanton 
has decrea,ed very nearly two-thirds. \Vhat 
is the caus" of that docreaP·8? \Vhcn I re· 
£erred to this matter on a previous occasion­
! think it was last Year-the Minister said 
it was owing to th~ downfall of Cwydon. 
'.!'hat was certainly one of the factors .-:hirh 
.brought about a decrease in the population 
at Normanton. But tho principal cause is 
that tho trade which used to go to the port 
·of Normanton now goe, to the eastern coast. 
Townsville has tapped the tmde of that 
district on one side, and Cairns has t.•ppod 
it on the other. The result is that the trade 
.of that great hinterland, the Etheridge 
country, th:•t used to go through Norman­
ton, now goes through Townsville and 
Cairns. If the Government are not very 
cardul in what they do, there will soon be 
nobody in that country except a few pas­
toral lc-sees. That part of the country has 
·come to the rescue of the Sta,.te on more than 
one occasion. During the last drought it 
·w" the only place wh0re you could get 
'"attle to supply the Southern portion of tho 
State. Unfortunately, Mr. Speaker, I am 
·unable to ('ontinue. I sinc"rely hope that 
the Government will see their ay clear at 
a very early date to build a railway from 
a port in the Gulf into that part of the 
-country. 

Mr. FORSYTH (Moreton): With regard 
to this railway, I should like to see a line 
,;tart from a port in the Gulf, becaUEe there 
(.; no doubt that the Gulf has gone back 
very much during the last few years. It is 
perfectly true that the line running from 
Cairns to Georgetown and the railway from 
'TownsYille to Clom urry have taken to those 
port.c a very large proportion of the business 
that used i0 go through Normanton. If a 
railwa' was built to Normanton it would 
pass t"hrough absolutely level country, in 
which there are no engineering difficulties. 

Mr. ILunLTON: Do vou mean the route 
which was surveyed some years ago ? 

J\ir. FORSYTH: The country is level all 
the way. 

Mr. HA~HLTON: It is flooded country. 
Mr. FORSYTH: I. grant that, but at the 

same time I say it is very level country. 
\Ve have flooded country between Norman­
ton and Croydon, but the floods do not last 
very long, so that th<·y do not cause much 
int"rruption to traffic. \Vith reference to 
the proposal to run a line below the range, 
then go to Gregory Downs, and thence to 
Burketown, I do not think there is any 
possible hope of such a railway going on. 
I think the recommendation of Mr. George 
PhFIIips with regard to a railway in that 
-district is the best that has been made. As 
to navigation in the Gulf, I would remind 
hon. members that a~ soon as you cross the 
bur vou get into very deep water, ·and have 
most magnificent wharfage frontages at 
Karumba, and the land there is high. 
'Whether you build a line to Burketown or 

Normanton, one thing is absolutely certain, 
and that is that if you want ve3sels to go 
alongside a wharf you will hav'-' to dredge 
the bar-either at Burkctown oi: .~ormanton. 

Mr. HAMILTON: There was a dredge there. 
JI.Ir. FORSYTH: And I may say that the 

work done by the dredging is standing 
rem:;rkably well. If the· bar is not dred"'ed, 
then you will have to employ lighters to 
takA goods to and from the big steamers as 
they lie outside in deep water. But to mal~e 
the transit oxpeditiouJ and cheap there rs 
not th._ slightest doubt that you v. ill have 
to takB the line either to Karumba or .Port 
Norman and dredge the bar. At one time 
we exp~cted to get a line built to Lawn 
Hills, but that proposal fell through; the 
company forfeited their depoJit, and there 
is not the slightest chance of the line being 
conf'tructcd now. Some people who know a 
great deal about the country think that the 
line should go to Ku·umba, because there 
you will have high country, splendid wharf­
age, and very deep water. Port Norman rs 
up the liver a good distance, and if a line 
was taken there a considerable amount of 

.dredging would have to be done, in order to 
allow ocean-going y, 'Sels to get there. 

Mr. HAMILTON: You would ha' e to dredge 
the river. 

Mr. FORSYTH: Yes. So long as it is 
unde-rstood that the Government mean this 
line as the starting of the line to the Gulf 
I would not have so much objection to it, 
because if that place is to get a start it 
must be by railway communication. No 
doubt if the mines in the district do not get 
railway communication they will b:2 sure to 
close up. I believe the idea of the Govern­
ment in starting the line from Cloncurry 
is to give these mines the benefit of railway 
communication at the earliest possible time ; 
and from that point of view it is a very 
good thing. I am certain that if this line 
goes to Mount Cuthbert and down the 
Leichhardt a numb.r of mines that are now 
closed will be reopened and a larg·e number 
of men employed. As soon as the first section 
is finished, the people at Mount CuthB-rt 
will build smelters and work will go on 
vigorously. Other mines will be opened up 
and there will be great activity in mining in 
that part of fhe country. 

J\.fr. MuRPHY: The last Gov,ernment said 
the line would bs started from the Gulf. 

Mr. FORSYTH: There was some idea, at 
the time the Great Western line went through, 
of running it from Camoowenl to Burketown. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: And from 
Cloncurry to the Gulf. 

Mr. FORSYTH: Anvone who would run ' 
a line from Camooweal to Burketown would 
be practically a lunatic, because it would 
never pay. There are only a flew stations 
between Camooweal and the Gulf-only one 
of them being a "heep station-and some on 
the oth"·r side of Camooweal that would 
benefit the line, and without the assistance of 
mineral traffi3 it would not pay. A :;rreat 
portion of that magnificient Barclay Table­
land, however, would be deVIeloped by a line 
to the Gulf. I do not think that a line even 
from Normanton to Cloncurry would pav 
without the assistance of big mining centres. 
Mount Cuthbert has been pr.etty well de­
veloped, and Mount Oxide is a very rich mine, 
and though the line may not go to Mount 
Oxide it will bring that much closer to rail­
way communication. They have been sending 

Mr. Forsyth.l 
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away their ores under great difficulties up 
to the present, and it will bene.li.t them 
greatly to have closer railway communication. 
If it is the understanding that this is the 
first section of a line to the Gulf it would be 
a great mistake to go against it. I would 
like the line to go from Normanton or 
Burlmtown, but if we cannot get that it 
would be foolish to throw this out. This 
line will be the means of great development 
in tho mining n~ntres down the Leiohhardt; 
and in addition to the large mines there are 
also many properties with small shows that 
will be developed. On these grounds I will 
certainly support the ~""'"ing of thi• railway. 

Th" PREJ\liER: I think the ucmstruation 
of a line purely to a mineral district is some­
what of a risk. vVe have information as to 
th3 mineral wealth of the locality, and that in 
itself is a temptation, but to my mind the 
greatest justification for the construction of 
the lin;3 is that we shall then have control 
of a line reaching the Gulf seaboard. When 
the Great Western scheme was introdnc•d la-c 
ser-,ion it was hoped that some time it would 
conn>ect with Port Darwin. We have no 
control of the land in the Northern Territory, 
but we have control o.f our own territory; and 
it is desirable, at the earliest convenient date, 
that we should avail ourselves of a Gulf port. 
It is quite understandable that the hon. 
member for Croydon and the hon. member 
for Carpentaria should enter their protest, 
though l think it is hardly fair for· them to 
blam3 the Government as they have done. 
This is a link in the reaching a Gulf port, 
inasmuch as it is desirable that the Gulf 
ports should be reached so as to get con­
nection with the great East and ev-en 
Europe. Our mails might be delivered much 
more quickly if they could be put on the 
line at a Gulf port and carried through to 
Townsville and to Rockhampton by the 
Great W'2stern line and also to the Southern 

States. I do not think th'l Gulf 
[8 p.m.] members should look on this line 

as inimical to their best interests 
but as a step towards the connection of th~ 
Gulf countrv with the trunk line. The imrne­
di:'t.:c purpos-e is to make pas· ible tho profit­
able utilisation of the mineral areas in t11e 
district, but we cannot re<Tard that as the 
terminus of the line. The hope is that it 
will terminate at some nort in the Gulf. As 
to thG portion of thA line introduced to~da.:v, 
we can divNgE either north-east or north­
west to Normanton or Bnrkotown, it is not 
rin:ht thot the Gulf members look upon this 
prono,•tl as an unfa.ir dea.l. 

Qn0'tion put; and the House divided:­
AYES, 44. 

Mr. -\llan 
Appel 
Barber 
Barnes, G. P. 
BarneP·, W. H. 
Pr.ur>'l':'rr1 
Bt"-'nnnn 
DrP'<:'Hn 
Bridp·, 
8or~er 
Coyne 
Crav:ford 
Denham 
Ferricks 
Fnley 
Forre~t 
Forryth 
Fox 
Grant 
Hamilton 
Hodl!,e 

, HuntPr, D. 
'Trllm .. .s: JY1r. Forsyth 

f JJ ,-, F orMJth. 

Mr. Lennon 
].far'~lrtney 
Mockintosh 
McLachlan 
J\lfay 
Mullan 
O'Sullivan 
Pagd 
Petrie 
Phllp 
Ryan 
Ste\·'ens 
Swayne 
Theodore 
Thorn 
Tnlmie 
Trout 
Vowles 
Walker 
·welsby 
Wicnholt 
Winstanley 

and Mr. D. Hunter_ 

NOES, 8. 
Mr. Adamson c;ir. Murphy 

Collins Nevitt 
Mann Payne 

, Mulcahy , Ryland 
Tellers: Mr. Mulcahy and Mr. Murphy. 

Resolv-ed in the affirmative. 

CO}!MITTEE. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS, iD> 
n1oving- . 

"That the Speaker do now leave the charr,. 
and the House resolve itself into a Commrttee· 
or" the Whole to cortsider the following resolu­
tions:-

" 1. 

"2. 

That the Honse approves of the plan, 
section, and book of reference ot the 
proposed branch from Cloncurry to 
Mount Cuthbert (1st section), in 
length 42 milu 15 chains. 
'I' hat tfie plan, section, and book . of 
reference be forv~ arded to the Legis­
lative Council for their approval, by 
message in the usual form"-

said : This rail way, running northerly • from. 
Cloncurry toV\ards the> Gulf, is a hne whwh 
"'" might term~.a purely minu:al hno, and rt 
,:,··'r:loC foF' 'the purpose of mducmg close 
;c.sttlement at the present time, but is one 
ihat will be the means of opening up a very 
rich portion of the great Cloncurry rr;.ineral 
district. The line is 14 mrles 15 chams m 
length, and the -estimated cost is £169,657, cr 
£4,022 per mile. The Commrssroner _ostrwatcs 
that the extra rolling·~stock that wrll be re­
quired will cost about £5,300. Th-ere have· 
been a number of propositions for connectmg: 
the Cloncurry district with the Gulf. Some 
twenty-five years ago about £500,~00 was 
voted for the purpose of constructmg that 
line. The plan, I understand, was not sub­
mitted to Parliament, and the money. was. 
allocated to other railways. In 1901 a pnvate­
company proposed to construct a railway from 
Kormanton to Cloncurry. TIMt company chd 
J,ot carry out its obligations, and its deposit. 
of £10 000 w'as forfeited. There was another 
proposition to build a railway to t?e Gulf by 
tlw Lawn Hills Company, but durmg the last 
few months that company ha-s finally said 
they cannot carry out their obligatioP:S· 
under the agreement which was rati­
fied by Parliament, and they have for­
feited their deposit. I do not _thmk th!"re 
is the slightest chance of a rarlway . bemg 
built in the near future from Bmikotown to 
Lawn Hills by any company, so t)lat ":e may 
put that proposition out of ou: n:mds m con­
sidering any proposal fo~ the !mkmg ~p of the; 
Gulf with the great mam northern !me from 
Townsville to Cloncurry. I should ha:ve bee:1 
verv much better pleasPd if in makmg thrs 
con'llectin_g link between the Great 'N estern 
scheme and the Gulf, we could have pro­
posed to start from the Gulf, but it is not. 
possible at the present time. I have aln;ady 
referred to the report sent in by Mr. Elhott, 
who was sent to the Gulf to try and find a 
deep~v. ater port on thc.t coast. I thought the 
next b·•st thing would be to see whether the 
companies who O\\ned thrse properties, ar:d 
\7ho have spent very large sums of mon~y m 
development work, could not _get some qurcker 
means of tr•msit to a port than the-y would 
have if tho Government had decided to wait 
until the port in the Gulf country had been: 
finallv decided upon, and a railway built from 
that "place. When the Commissioner re~ 
mark<?d in his report that this may be con­
sidered as the first section of a rail way from 
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.Clonc~rry to the Gulf, the C<Jmmissioner says 
what 1s absolutely correct. On page 3 of his 
.:-eport the Commissioner says-

" This section of 42 miles in length, or even 
.to Mount Cuthbert, should not be considered 
by itself; it is part of a scheme for connect­
jug the Cloncurry district with a port in the 
Gulf, and this proj..,ct ha' been before the 
p~blic for twenty-five years. It will pro­
vide means of development for a district of 
.great wealth, which will be of advantage not 
only to the people directly concerned, b~t to 
the State as a whole. The burden of making 
up the shortage in interest will fall mostly 
upon the mining proporties (by reason of the 
greater value of the land and the enhance­
ment), and they are the persons who will 
benefit most. I recommend the construction of 
this railway." 
The propc•rties that will be more immediatdy 
benefited by the construction of this :Mount 
Cuthbert Railway are the Mount Cuthbert 
lllmes, Dobbyn, and Mount Oxide, and in 
<Jrder to giVe members of the Committee the 
information that has come to my hand, I will 
first o.f all quote from the Commissioner's re­
port. He says-

" RESUMPTION OF LAND.-Qn]y about 5 acres 
of freeho!d land will require to be resumed, as 
.the remamder of the country is all held under 
pastoral lease with the exception of one graz­
ing ~arm, from which about 10 acres will be 
reqmred. The cost of resumption may there­
fore be regarded as nominal." 

With respe~t to the railway district, a diffi­
·culty has arisen. The railway district is about 
•6,048 squaro miles, and the Commi•sioner dis­
tinctly points out-

"This railway district is almost all at pre­
Bent included in the benefited area D for the 
Great \yestern Railway, and I propose tu a~k 
Y·JU to Introduce a Bill during the next session 
of P~rl~ament to omit from it the clL~tri ct 
descnbea below, which will then be liable for 
the railway to Mount Cuthbert only." 

I thought, and still think, it would not b0 a 
just or fair thing to ask the people in those 
'6,048 square miles to be double-banked with 
respect to the railway district, and if we 
were to superimpose a railway district for 
the purpose of constructing this rail way then 
the pastoral tenants would be liable to' have 
their runtals multiplied by eighty under the 
Ra!lway Act, in order to value them for 
Tatmg purposes.. W.:; do not take away from 
th_e ratep>;yers m this proposed railway dis­
trwt the nght to call for a poll as to whether 
they will have this railway built or not but 
it will be necessary if the railway is' con­
-structPd to bring a Bill before the House 
next se ''ion omitting this railway district 
from Area D o~ the G-reat Western Railway, 
so that they will not be double-banked with 
rrespect to their rateable values. With regard 
to the revenue and expenditure, the Com­
missioner, in his report says-

" REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE.-Considerable 
'illining development has taken place around 
Mount Cuthbert, which is about 70 miles from 
Cloncurry. Already about 4,000 tons of ore 
·have been despatched from the district by road 
to Cloncurry, and the Mount Cuthbert No 
Liability Company has no less than 16,000 
·tons of ore ready for transport, while a vast 
quantity of ground has been proved. There 
are other important mining properties, such as 
·the Dobbyn, Crusader, and Argyl!a groups. 
'"The Mount Cuthbert Company will proceed to 
erect smelters (which will also be available 
·to the public) when the first section of the 
railway is completed, so that smelting opera­
tions may be procr>eded with immediately the 
line to Mount Cuthbert is ready for traffic. 
It is .estimate.d that the output will be as great 

as from Mount Elliott, which has produced 
5,500 taus of '''melted copper during the last 
twelve months. 

" Mount Oxide is (as the crow flies) 109 
miles north-west of Cloncurry, and 123 miles 
from Bur!retown. This mine has already 
dtspatched over 1,600 tons of ore, mostly to 
Burketown, but latterly it is coming to Cion­
curry. The mining warden reports that Mount 
Oxide has 250,000 tons of ore exposed. 

" The pastoral outlook for this railway is 
also bright; the two squares on the map which 
will be actually touched by the line (between 
longituuc •. 140 and 141, and latitude' 19 and 
21) contain 126,000 cattle and 76,000 sheep, 
while further north the number of cattle in­
crea·-,-·:'. Drought is unknown, and Mr. George 
Phillips, C.E., and Mr. Surveyor Stringer, both 
of whom spent some time in examining the 
country, speak highly of the possibilities of the 
district." 

vv~ith respect to the development of the 
Mount Cuthbert No Liability Company, I 
may state that they have no lescl than 16,000 
tons of ore at grass. Those 16,000 tons of 
ore have been won from the levels that have 
been driven to develop the property; there 
has been no stoping at all done, and this 
quantity of ore has been actually won while 
the company were expending the £75,000 of 
capital that is already invest.£J in the pro­
pert:;-. The particubirs of the work done are 
as follows:-

" The permanency of the lode is proved by 
the fact that it is improving at depth, both in 
size and quality. 

"At 150-feet level the ore channel was 75 
feet wide ; at 2!\0-feet, over 80 feet wide ; at 
350-feet, nearly 100 feet wide; with the ore 
coming closer together., 

The value of the ore that has been absolutely 
proved up to the present time is about 
£700,000, with copper at £50 per ton. There 
is avai1able in that one property ready 
for the smelters some 14,000 tons of copper. 
The latest report, which I had handed to 
me only last week, states that the 350-feoet 
level sho-.\."S 10 per cent. ore on the face. I 
should like to point out with reference to 
the mineral line which was built to Mount 
Elliott, that during the period from Novem­
ber, 1910, to October, 1911, 42,744 tons of ore 
were tre:tted at Mount Elliott, resulting as 
follows:-Copper, 5,504 tons 11 cwt.; gold, 
10,623 ounces; and silver, 4,821 ounces. I asked 
the Department of Public Lands whether 
they could give me some informatwn about 
the area of country that would be cerved by 
a railway running to Mount Cuthbert, and 
as to whether we could avail ourselves of 
some of the country for closer settlement. 
On the 27th October, Mr. W. J. Scott, the 
Under Secretary for Public Lands, wrote to 
me as follows:-

" Sir,-Referring to your letter of the 5th 
instant, No. N. 11-4-7508, desiring informa­
tion in regard to the land along the route of 
a possible railway from Cloncurry to Mount 
Cuthbert, I have the honour to forward here­
with statements of how the land within 30 
miles of the route is held, and of the general 
character of the country so far as the infor­
mation is available, and also a plan in illus­
tration. There is no prospect of settlement in 
small areas in the region in question, but all 
available land would doubtless be readily 
selected as grazing farms if a railway were 
constructed.'' 
" PARTICULARS OF LAND 'rENURES WITHIN A 

30-MILE RADIUS OF A PROPOSED RAILWAY 
FROM CLONCURRY TO MOUNT CUTHBERT. 

"1. Pastoral Holdings-
" Area of land held as pastoral holdings 

within a 30-mile radius := 2,032 ~quare miles 

Hon.. W. T. Paget.l 
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=: 1,300,480 acres, of which the Crown has the 
right of resumption without compensation, ex­
cept for inlpro\'ements, of--
271 sq. ms. =: 173;440 ac.-at any time 
412 =: 263,680 , -after 31-12-1912 
105 =: 67,200 , -after 30-6-1914 

79 =: 50,56"0 , -after 31-12-1914. 

Total re"umable, 867 square miles =: 554,880 
acres. 

"2. or, ~~pation L.C:..'nses-
" A rea of J, nd held under occupation license 

within a 30-mile ra,lius == 1,553 square miles 
== ~93,920 acres. 

"Thi· land is "vailable for opening for 
s<:-Jc:.~tion at any time. 

" J. Vacant Land-
" (a) 166 square miles =: 106,240 acres­

open for occupation lic~nse only. 
" (b) 426 square miles=: 272,640 acres­

open for OCLJ.I-·..ttion Iiccn:.e or lease. 

"Total == 592 cquare miles == 378,880 acres.'' 

Mr. Scott also furnished m~ with the follow­
ing general description of the country:-

" Only the land comprised in the pastoral 
holdings has been reported on, and conse­
quently the desired information is not avail­
able except in reg,ud to the pastoral holdings. 
These are described generally as under :-

"The country within the 30-mile radius 
comprises large areas of forest land and ridges,. 
timbered with box, CO·'Jlibah, gum, bloodwood,. 
beefwood, silver box, etc., and interspersFil with 
stretchu of open chocolate r~il plains and 
downs, with clumps of gidya, whitewood, shade 
bushes, etc. The soil varies from rich dark 
and chocolate on parts of the river and creek 
frontages and on the open' downs country, to 
poor reddish (ant hills) soil on the stony 
ridges and hillr::. There are also considerable 
stretches of reddish soil country with sandy 
flats and quartz gravelly patches. The grasses 
comprise several \ c~.rieties of a good nutritious 
character, such as Mitchell, Flinders, star,. 
summer. and kangaroo grass, with spinifex 
on the ridges and also in the silver-box and 
mountainous country." 

I know of my own knowledge the list I 
quoted is not a complete list of all the ore 
which ha'' been despatched from the locctlity 
which will be served by this railway, becaus'e 
there were very large quantities of 40 per 
cent. ore sent from Kalkadoon. Throucch 
the Under Secretary for Mines, I also got the 
following interesting report from the warden 
at Cloncurry :-

" 12th October, 1911. 
" SrR,-Repyling to your telegram of 9th 

instant requesting n1y opinion as to the mineral 
value of the country which would be tr:~versed 
by a railway from C'l<mcurry to the Gulf, via 
Mount Cuthbert, and inquiring wl!:tt induce­
ment the probable mineral product affords for 
the building of such a line, I have the honour 
to report as follows :-

" The attached map, which accompanied Mr _ 
Geologist Ball's report ( 1B07) on the Cion­
curry copper-mining district, roughly indicates 
the relative positions of the leases and groups 
of leases in that section of the field north-west 
of Cloncurry. 

" In the absence of correct data. we will as­
sume that the railway travers< '• the country 
in a straight line from Cloncurry to Mount 
Cuthbert and thence north-west to a point 
some 12 miles easterly of Mount Oxide. On_ 
either side for a distanf'~ of 36 miles the area.. 
embraces all the Principal mines north-west 
of Cloncurry-notab!y Mount Cuthbert Mount 
Oxide, Dobbyn, Crusader, Una, Nativ~ Com­
panion, Mount Remarkable, Lorgaminidi, War­
wick Castle, Mighty Atom, Mount Gordon, 
Mount Kelly, Kalkadoon, Eclipse and Orphan 
including also the Bower Bird G~ldfieli!. ' 
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" The country throughout is more OJO less· 
cupriferous, and on all the leases mentroned,. 
c:tther' a-~ the result of d•velopmtnts or from 
surfac:-> indications, there is evidence of valu­
,-, ble ('OPPer deposits. 11any of the leases con­
tain gold values, ranging from 3 to 5 dwt_. per 
ton. Ov.ing, however, to their isolated posrt_ron, 
the low price of copper, and heav;· freight 
charges, b<:t little work is being done outside 
~lount Cuthbert, Momoc Oxide, and Dobbyn­
a· position that must 11(::~d<_,arily obtain until 
chf-.lper and more expeditious tran~,it is avail­
able for the l<"'.rriage of machinery to the mines, 
and th•' chipment of ore to the smelters. In 
illustration of this, we will refer to Mount 
Oxide, which shows in ph:ces 10 to 20 feet of 
30 to 40 per cent. ore. Other parts of the lode 
are much narrowEr, but as less than 200 feet 
on the course of the lode has been extended, 
and as the surface outcrops for a C')nsiderable 
di~~tanez:, the po:::.· lbillties of the mine under 
ordinary conditions would be most favourable. 
Und.-.r exi;,ting conditions, however, its isolated 
position and the want of rai~way communi?a­
tion to the seaboard, the mmc as a paymg. 
proposition is all but hopeless. For freight 
a! on~ (camel or horse teams) it costs 14 units 
of copper to land ore at Cloncurry, Burke.to.wn,. 
or Normanton. Add to this the OlSt of mrnrng, 
bagging, and carriag~ to the smelters, and 
return charges. Similarly with the Dobbyn­
a mine that has dci3patched over 3,000 tons of 
30 per cent. ore to the smelterc with little' 
profit. Take also the Mount Cuthbert Mines, 
which are open up to a depth of 300 feet, and 
have over 100,000 tons of ore that would pay 
with railway communication but are unpayable 
without iL There are also 16,000 tons of ore 
lying on the surface available for treatment. 
Obviously, it would be a waste of capital to 
sink and open up more levels unless first 
as:sured of r.1ilway communication. It will 
now be ··een that, even with 30 to 40 per cent. 
ore, mines situated at a considerable distance 
frnm a railway are not payable, it being pos­
sible only to employ a sn1al1 number of men, 
as ore quantities cannot be shipped expedi­
tiously nor at a re,-,..;onable cost. 

"Unlike auriferous quartz, copper ore re­
quire.:;, e, ,~n in conne~tion with small n1ines, an 
P'::pensive plant of heavy tonnage, also coke 
flUX;'S in large quantities, and the fini, hed pro­
duct (bl!"l'·,r cJpper) runs into large quantities. 
This remark is exemplified by the Mount 
Elliott Company, which has paid for the year 
endinp: 30th June, 1911, over £40,('00 to t~e 
R.tilway Department. Take the tonna,;e this· 
sum represent:. in fr ight from liT aunt Elliott 
Jone, which, -,yit~out r~>jlway cJinmunication,. 

c-·.tld not have been worked at a profit. So 
'<' ~th the Har.apden CompaniEs, lar;:;e revenues 
ho.• e been won by the Railwc:y Department and 
a consid~- ;·able ~ ::tving effected in freight charges 
by the-; Cdmpanies. 

"A fev year· ago both Elliott and Hamp­
den contained b'.lt a handful of 1nen, and no 
ndne yi1;lded a prufit. To-daY we have at 
Elliott an arrny of millers receiving the be~t 
wages in the State, an organised township of 
1,000 inhabitants, and a mine that earns a 
monthly pnfit of £15,0"0, besides didributing 
: .. - 00,000 per annum in '\\ age3 and other pay­
m nt . At Ibmpden, probably the most pro­
gre. c:ive centre in the district, hundreds of" 
rniner ~ are employed at or in conneeti0n with 
the mines, and thousands of pounds are paid 
monthly in wages. The population is equal to· 
that of Elliott, and the township promises 
to compare with Cloncurry in its better· 
d:>Y'3. Tht~e rr:c-,ulh are entirely due to rail­
way COlnmunication to thP seaboard, a factor 
that has add, d largely to the wealth of the 
paEtoral industry in tlie southern section of­
the field. Similar recults-the introduction of' 
population to those "vacant spaceR" in the 
Gulf country-must nececsarily follow the pro~ 
po.sed railway, traverRing, as it would, an enor­
mous belt of great mineral wealth and pastoral' 
po.~, 1-dbilities. 

" I 
"Signed. 

I would just like tQ 

have etc., 
P. M. HISHON.'' 

say that what Mr:. 
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Hishon reports respecting Mount Elliott and 
Hampden will apply equally with 

[8.30 p.m.] respect to population and output 
of the mines I have alrE'ady men­

tioned. Mr. Lincdak. th<.: late warden at 
Cloncurry, writing on the 12th Oct.-,ber, 
practically says the same as Mr. Hishon. He 
Sa"'\S-

·., Briefly, I am of opinion that any railway 
line extended from Cion curry, 'iii Mount Cuth­
bert, must traverse c Juntry of considerable 
min• ral (copper) value; and from ]\;Iount 
Cuthbert gu!fwards for a di·.tance of at Iea•.t 
25 miles the country is undoubtedly valuable 
from a mi~wral and mining point of view. 
North of Mount Cuthb."t the line would pas> 
rcaronably clof:B to the Warwick C.-tstle and 
the Dobbyn mines, both of which give promise 
of bei:ng important propcrtiE.,,. 

" F'rmn the Dobbyn, or sa""',- 5 miles north 
of the Dobbyn, onwards towards Burektown, 
the LOUntrY which a railway would naturally 
traverse, is not, so far as I am aware, rich in 
copper deposits, but a few isolated holdings 
have ~een applied for in that directian, on 
both sidPs of the Leichhardt River, ·1nd if the 
line were directed tovt ards Burketown it T~.·0nld 
pass within 25 miles or 30 milf'<;j of thG 1\iount 
Oxide group of holdings and somewhat nearer 
to J\:iount Gordon mines. 

" The mineral wealth deposited along the 
route which a railway from Cloneurry to 1Ile 
Gulf, via Mount Cuthoert, would naturally 
follow, would undoubtedly become a very con­
siderable factor in_ keeping a railway employed ; 
~ut I would hesitate to say that mining iu 
1tself would create sufficient traific to make 
such a line pay." 

Those are reports from the wardens, the men 
who h~ve the great~s.t int<:rest ii_l developing 
the mmeral propositiOns m thmr respective 
districts. With respect to copper and coke, 
they pay a very low rate of freight. The 
rate on coke from Townsville to Mount Cuth­
bert will be approximately £1 8s. 7d. per 
ton, of which the branch line from Cloncurry 
to Mount Cuthbert will only receive 2s. lOd. 
On the return journey, copper will be 
charged about £2 2s. 6d. per ton to Town3-
ville, but the Mount Cuthbert branch will 
only receive 4s. 2d. of this. It will thus be 
seen that there will nted to be an immense 
traffic to make the line a payable one. On 
the other hand, the activity in the mining 
centre wrll create a fair business in the 
necessaries of life, which pay a much higher 
rate, and there should also be some revenue 
from live stock. As to the net revenue it is 
q'!-ite understood that the mining properties 
Will have to b<ear a large proportion of any 
lo'·'· The estimate of £4,165 per annum for 
working expenses has been cut down to the 
bone, one station-master only being provided 
for, and only a portion of the guard's wages, 
as the estimate includes running expenditure 
for only two trains each way per week. 
Maintenance is set down at £75 per mile, 
which is little enough wnsidering the high 
rate of wages in the district. I have given 
all the information I can in regard to this 
proposition for the opening up of a portion 
of the rich Cloncurry district; and in my 
opinion, as it is my dc·sire, that it is the first 
section of a railway to a port in the Gulf. 
When that railway is completed I think it 
will be the means of opening up other indus­
tries than the mining industry. The mining 
industry is an extremely valuable industry. 
It has been the means at times of providing 
a very considerable revenue and a large 
amount of work for many thousands of men, 
and for that reason alone I would recom­
mend the adoption of these plans very 
earnestly to the Committee. It is not always 

possible for the Government to bring down 
syndicate railways, and if I .had br'?ught 
down this proposal as a syndicate railwa;Y 
there would have been much greater opposi­
tion than there will be this evening. 

Mr. MAY: Undoubtedly. I would have 
opposed it. 

'I'he SECRETARY FOR RAIL\YAYS: 
I apprehend that the hon. member intends 
to support this propoBaL The hon. member 
must know whether this is a proposition th~>t 
presents itself favourably to tJ:ose. people wh01 
will have to take the re"ponsib1hty. 

Mr. RYAN: If you say too much they will 
get suspicious. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Without railway communication these mining 
propr,o,it.ions are of no value to the people 
who at the present time lease them, nor are 
they of any value to the State. I trust that 
the Committee will see fit to recognise that 
this is an extremely valuable railway proposi­
tion to the State. 

Mr. MURPHY: The Secretary for Rail· 
ways has delivered a very interesting address 
on mining. He has shown that a few years 
ago :Mount Elliott and Hampden were prac­
tically unknown, but now they have a popu­
lation of something like 1,500. What does 
the hon. gentleman propose to do for . those 
thousands of men he contemplates will be 
settled in the neighbourhood of Mount Cuth­
bert? He proposes to put on them a per­
manent charge for railway carriage to 
Townsville over 600 miles of railway. When 
I challenged the Government this afternoon 
for having broken a promise to the people of 
the Gulf, the .Secretary for Railways said 
this was the first section of a railway to the 
Gulf· and the Premier afterwards said this 
was the first section of a railway to the Gulf. 

Th:J SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: What does 
the Commissioner say? 

Mr. MURPHY: The Commissioner said 
he believed it would be. If it was proposed 
to build a railv·.1y to the Gulf, wh;, does not 
the resolution say so? I doubt the statement 
of the Secretary for Railways in connection 
with thi..; matter; I also doubt the statement 
of the Premier, because, during the quarter 
of a century I have lived in the Gulf country, 
too many such promises have been made to 
the people living there. The Secretary for 
Railways referred to the fact that Mr. Ehott 
had been despatched to the ~ul£ to fi:>d ,a 
natural port. He said that If Mr. Ehott s 
report had been different the idea was to 
have commenced the construction of this rail­
way from the Gulf. What was there in Mr. 
Eliott's report to induce the Government to 
alter their decision? That gentleman de­
clamd that there was no natural port any­
where in the Gulf, but he did not condemn 
either Burketown or Normanton. Then the 
hon. gentleman said the object of construct­
inO' this railwav from Cloncurry at the 
pr~sent time was because it was nearer to 
Mount Cuthbert. What can hon. members 
beliPve when the Secretary for .Railways . in 
one breath says it is the intentwn to bmld 
this railway from Normanton, and in the 
next breath says it goes from Cloncurry !o 
Mount Cuthbert? The hon. gentlem":n drd 
not understand the position; he anticipated 
that this railway was going through the same 
as many other railways, without; debate; and 
it was only when he was put lllto a corn&r 
to explain what the Government int,mded t,) 
do that he started to dodge from one end w 

Mr. Ilf1'·rvh.y.l 
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the other. There is too much dodgery on the 
part of Governments so far as the Gulf is 
•con~;erned. 

. The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : Vote it out 
:rf you can. 
. llfr. MURPHY: I cannot vote it out; and 
the hon. gentleman knew that when he intro­
'dUC.Jd the line; but does that say that the 
hor1. gentleman is dealing fairly with the 
people of the Gulf? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Yes. 

M,-. MD_"RPHY: I.t does not;. it only says 
that God Is on the srde of the brg batallions. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It only 
shows that .you are carrying ou~ your instruc­
tions by wrre from Normanton. 

lvlr. ~.10HPHY: Did the hon. gentleman 
say 1 am carn·ing out instructions that I 
recei;ed by wir~ from Normanton? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Yes. 

Mr. M0HPHY: Then let me tell the hon. 
gentleman that he is only carrying out the 
instructions of his employers, the Mount 
Cuthbert Company, to whom he was secre. 
tary so long. 

The SESRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Is he secre-
tary now? · 

. Mr. MUHPHY: I do not know what he 
rs cccretary to now. He has a better job_ 
\Yhen tho hon. gentleman criticises my 
actwn---

Thc .SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Why should 
you cntrmse me? 

Mr. M0RPHY: The hor<. gentleman is 
paid to be criticised. As far as the Gulf is 
concerned, the people have a right to oppose 
this railway. They have a right to tak" 
ev;ception to the action of the Government 
in going back on the promise that Mr. Kid­
stan made to them. They have a right to 
be doubtful of any propo·sal to build a rail­
way from Cloncurry to ~vlount Cuthbert, and 
then to be told at the last mom~nt that it is 
merely the first section of a railway to the 
Gulf; we have been told that for over 
twenty five years, and they tell us about; 
the port. When both Houses of Parliament 
pa·:eed a railway from Croydon to Geoq;-e­
town, was there any objection to the port 
of Normanton then? Did the Government 
whic:;h introduced that railway take any ex::: 
ceptron to that port, and say that vesse Is 
could not be berthed there? Not at all. lt 
was then pointed out in the House that Nor­
manton was a very good port. vV e know 
very well that if as much money had been. 
spent on the port of Normanton as has been 
spent on other ports in Queensland, the 
largest vessels that travel along our coast 
to-day would be able to berth at even Nor­
n'anton or Karumba. I have no hesitation 
in saying that the people of the Gulf have 
good grounds for taking exception to this 
proposal, although the Secretary for Rail­
ways says that we have received instructions 
from the Gulf. We have not received any 
instructions from the Gulf. Why should I 
take any instructions from the Gulf? I do 
not represent any electorate in the Gulf. I 
received no communication from my own 
electorate of Croydon, but certainly I re­
ceived the same telegram from the Norman. 
ton Chamber of Commerce which the hon. 
member for Carpentaria received, and 
which the Premier also received. Surely to 
goodness, a man repreoonting an o.ut-of-the-

[il£'1', Murphy. 

way district like Croyddn-a man who repre­
sents the neglected Gulf country, the Cinder­
ella of Queensland, a country which has 
received more promises from the Govern­
ment so far as railway construction is con­
cerned than any other part, and which· has 
received less in the matter of having those 
promises fulfilled-when a representative 
of that district receives a communication 
from responsible people, it is his duty to 
take notice of it, and it is his duty to try 
and convince the House that the proposal 
'' hich theY are asked to umsider with re­
gard to th", development of this Mount Cuth­
bert copper proposition is an absolutely 
unfair one; and -I -,ety if the Government 
are thoroughly determined that this is to 
be a railway from Cloncurry to the Gulf, 
they might just as well have included it in 
the resolution as to have said, "The tirst 
section of a railway from Cloncurry to 
Mount Cuthbert." \Ve are told, after there 
has been some debate, that there i' no doubt 
it will eventually go to some port in the 
Gulf, either Burketown or Normanton, or 
some other port which the Government may 
be able to find. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Does not the 
Commissioner say so in his report? 

Mr. MURPHY: Can the Commissioner 
build a railway? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Does not the 
Commissioner say it? 

Mr. MURPHY: No; he does not say it 
definitely. 'l'he Commissioner sap it is part 
of a scheme to connect Cloncurry with a 
port in the Gulf, and this project has been 
b< fore the public for twenty-five years. Uan 
tho Secretary for RailwaycJ take any excep­
tion to me being a bit doubtful about this 
pron1i ,~J? 

Tho SECHETARY 'FOR RAILVAYS: \Vhat is the 
good of being doubtful when e are start­
ing the line ? 

Mr. ~MURPHY : Why not start it from 
the right end? Surely the Government, on 
the advice of th~ir experts, could make up 
their minds which port to start from. What 
do they propose now? They propose to carry 
all tho material to Townsville .and then 
carry it 580 1"iles along the Cloncurry Rail­
way, aud st:ut to build this railway to 
Mount Cuthbert from there, and they wonder 
if we are doubtful in the Gulf. I honestly 
believe if Mr. Kidston had continued as 
Premier of Queensland the people of the 
Gulf would have had a ra·ilway to one of 
their Gulf ports. He recognised that they 
were entitled to that consideration, and I 
believe the present Premier recognises it, 
because when we had a deputation to him 
about the Croydon to Georgetown Railwav. 
he pointed out that he only had a certain 
amount of money to spend, and he proposed 
to use that money to the best advantage­
that was to build a railwav to the Mount 
Cuthbert Company. · 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: We are 
doing that. · 

Mr. MURPHY: The Premier only pro­
posed to take one of the Gulf ports and 
build it from there. We were badly 
treated in connection with this railway to 
Georgetown years ago, and we are being 
bad1h· treated still. The Secretary for Rail­
ways can take no exception to the criticism 
I am offering, because I have lived out in 
that country for a quarter of a century. I 
recollect in the early days in Normanton 
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ih:>re used to be some very eloquent speeches 
-m fact, I have heard the han. member for 
Moreton, on more than one occasion, deliver 
·some very eloque":t remarks on the future of 
Normanton, espemally at election times and 

.of course, the Opposition candidate' wa~ 
equally eloquent. Unfortunately elo'}uent 
speeches do not build railways,' or 'make 
ports, or develop the country, and the result 
IS b~th those places are stagnant now. .r 
'?'Jrtamly wot;ld have been very pleased indeed 
If the Premier had carried ont the promise 
m":de by "f~. Kidston to the goldfield to 
bt:IId that railway to the Gulf. It has been 
~aid that the reason this propoc·al has been 
mtrodu~ed was because the Lawn Hill Com­
pany did not proceed with the construction 
'0f a railway .from Burketown to Lawn Hill 

The bell indicated that the han member'~ 
time had expired. 

Mr. MURPHY: I will take another five 
!flinut~s, Mr. Chai~-man. In 1909, when we 
m~erviewed Mr. Kidston With regard to this 
ra.IIway, was there any chance of the Lawn 
Hrlls tramway being built? 

:.rhe SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: They were 
.still negotiating in Lo.ndon. 

Mr. MUfl.PHY: They had their concession 
extended, and Mr_ Kidston pointed out to us 
at the time that he did not think that railway 
would ever be constructed He went further 
.and said, so far . as . he ·was concerned, h~ 
would ha;ce no objection to dealing with the 
company Itself. If they were prepared to find 
part ~f the mor:ey, he would find the balance 
to burld ~he rarlway to one of the Gulf ports. 
No promrse was ever made that this railway 
wo.ul4 be commenced from Cloncurry. It was 
promised that it would! be started from the 
Gulf, and .the Government have gone back on 
that promrse. 

'l'he PREMIER: How many miles is it from 
a Gulf port to Mount Cuthbert? 

Mr. MURPHY: About 120. 

The SECRETARY FOR RA•LWAYS: 160 miles_ 

Mr. MURPHY: What is a mile or two in 
the Gulf country? I pointed out that what 
.YO:U are. proposmg to do in connection with 
~hrs rarlway, which will undoubtedly assist 
m the development of the rich copper country 
aud ,I freely admit it will be the means of 
~ettlmg a l.arge population in that centre, 
but what thr.s propos.al will do for the people 
you are gomg to settle there is to put a 
p~rmanent heavy charge upon them for tran­
S!~. The Secye:l:iary. for Railways told us 
bhst.er copper IS earned cheaply, coke is also 
carr:ed cheaply. Are the necessaries of life 
<Carrred cheaply? The miners and the people 
who settle ":round 1\1ount Cuthbert will have 
.to pay a hrghe~ priCe to &'et their goods­
their fQOd supphes, and their clothing-won't 
~hey have to pay a much higher price than 
rf they got them str:<ight from Burketown 
·or. Norm":nton? It Is no good labouring 
th;s questiOn. The House has decided that 
thrs ra:lw":y should be co.nstructed. I am 
not. objectmg to assisting those copper com- . 
pam7s, and every. one will give me this 
·credit, that ever smce I have been in this 
House I have always endeavoured to do the 
be~t .! can f.or th;- mining industry. But in 
bmldmg thrs railway from Clo.ncurry to 
Mount Cuthbert, the Government have gone 
back on the promise ;na,de to tJ::e people of 
~he Gulf,, and ax:e bmldmg a railway which 
1s not gomg to grve the benefit to the copper 
district which a railway from one of the Gulf 
ports would have done. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Before any other han. member takes part in 
the debate, I think it only righ~ that 1 
should put myself straight in the eyes of 
the House and in the eyes of the country 
in respect to my position. The han. mem­
ber for Croydon, during the course of his 
remarks, said I was employed by the Mol.l'nt 
Cuthbert Com pan). I desire to say that 
when certain deputations waited on the late · 

Premier, Mr. Kidston, in 1909, I 
[9 p.m.] was then Queensland Secretary 

to the Mount Cuthbert No. Lia­
bility Company, and the qncstion of railway 
communication with that mine cropped up. I 
then resigned my secretarvship, so that I have 
had absolutely no interest whatever in con­
nection with the building of a railway in 
that country since last February twelve 
months. Since that time I have had no con­
nection with the Mount Cuthbert Company; 
they have not been my employers, and are 
not my employers at the present moment, and 
I have no instructions from them. 

Mr. MANN : I rise to say a few words on 
this railway, and have no instructions from 
anyone. No one has instruct.Bd me to battle 
for or against the railway, and if anyone 
had given me instructions in that connection 
I should not have obeyed the instructions un­
less I believed in what I was asked to battle for . 
I always believe in battling for what I think 
is a fair deal and fair play, and I :.rn satis­
fi"d that under this proPosal the Gulf coun­
try is not going to get the fair deal to which 
it is entitled. I have always a certain 
amount of sympathy for a deserted porL 
\Vhen one goes through a deserted port, 
and sPes the empty warehouses and dilar~i­
dated buildings, one cannot but picture '!' 
his own mind what that place would be rf 
the trade ~ent along its- natural channel. 
The . Commissioner states that " The burde11 
of making up the shortage in interest will 
fall mostly upon the mining propcrtie~." 
Vi! e are saddling those mining propertieS 
with a heavy charge in building this rail­
wav, even though, as the JYiinister says, blis­
ter' coppu and coke will be carried very 
che"Lply . 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: And the 
line will give them an opportnity to carry 
on their business. 

::\Ir. MANN: To carry on their business 
for the time being. But what will hapen 
wh~n the inevitable pinch comes ? The men 
who will suffer most in making up the dP­
ficit on this railway will be, as the han. 
member for Croydon has pointed out, the 
wo~king miners. Those working miners will 
have to pav a high price for the necessaries 
of lik. because they have to be dragged 
over 500 miles of railway. If they turn round 
and say to the mining companies, " You are 
not paying us a living wage," the comp!'":ies 
would reply, "How can we nay you a hvmg 
wage when we hav<> to pay-such heavy rail­
way freights ?" Those freights would not 
be so heavy if goods had to be carried a 
shorter distance to a seaport, and I am now 
battling for the opening up of more ports 
in Queensland. Anyone who picks up the 
Southern papers and reads what is happen­
ing at S~ dney and Melbourne on account of 
the congestion of traffic at those ports, will 
see what difficulties and disabilities such 
congestion entails. We have not such an 
object lesson in Queensland, but that is no 
reason whv we should not make some 
attempt .to· open up a port on the other side 
of the State. Suppose these mines happ<:~n 

Mr. Mann.] 
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to fail Suppose that production of copper 
~ases, or is reduced, because the price of 
copper has gone down very materially in 
the market. who will then suffer through 
the loss on this railway? The Commis­
sioner estimates that the net r<"venue will 
equal about l9d. 7 d. per cent. on the capital 
expended. That means that £2 < 0:'< 5d. per 
cent. must be made up by the settlers along 
the railway. I admit that it< will not be a 
very heavy burden if the mines are flourish­
ing. But suppu ,c the mines are closed down, 
are the few pastoralists along the railway 
to be held respon· ible for the £2 Os. 5d. per 
cent. ? It will be a very groat injustice if 
they have to bear that burden. I may be 
told by the Pr0mier· that they will have the 
optio_n of voting this ~ailway out at the poll, 
but If they are outnumb<>red, as the:r pro­
bably will be, by the mineowners and later 
on the mim; fail to work owing 'to the low 
price of copper, then those unfortunate per­
sons will have to pay the interest on the caRt 
of building a railwa:r they have not asked 
for. 

The PRE:MIER : If you base your argu­
ment on the failure of the mines< to wo"k, 
the burden will be heavier with the 160 
miles of railway than with 50 miles. 

Mr. MAN).J: If the Thiinistrv were at all 
in ee.•·ncst about opening up a port in the 
Gulf, they would start a railwav there at 
once. They would say, "\Vo 'shall give 
these people railway communication with a 
port as soon as possible ; we rrealise that it 
will take a longer time to build a railway 
from either Normanton or Burketown to the 
scene of active operation at tho mines than 
it will to build a line from Cloncurry, but 
:vo shall push on the construction by start­
mg work at both ends in order to provide 
these people with adequate means of tran­
sit." I realise that unless we keep up our 
present rate of railway construction there 
will be very little hopE' of building- a raiL 
way to the port for some time to come, be­
cause the people in that district arc not 
numerous and have no great influence 
with the Government. But a patriotic, far­
seeing Gm·ernment would try, as far as pos­
sible, to en<'ourago settlement on the other 
side of this vast country. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: We are do­
ing it. 

Mr. MANN: You arc doing it by building 
a ra.ilwa.v from Cloncurry to Mount Cuth­
bert, and giving these people a carriage of 
500 miles when they could have their goods 
brought by a much shorter distanc,, by build· 
ing a railway to either of two ports which 
aro equally as good as Townsville. 

The P"'EMIER : They may be made so, but 
they are not so now. 

Mr. MANN: \Veil, they may be made 
ccqually a•. good a port as Townsville. A lot 
of money has been spent on Townsville in 
order to make it as good a port as possible, 
:;tnd I do not blame the people for improv­
mg then port. They had many difficulties 
to encounter, and thPY have overcome them. 
But I say th.~t if the same amount of money 
was spent at Burketown, or Normanton or 
Cairns, or Bowen, or Gladstone, as has been 
spent on the Townsville harbour you would 
h_a ve splendid ports at those places, par­
twularly Bowen, Gladstone and Cairns. I 
claim that either Normantbn or Burketown 

[Mr. Mann. 

could be made a good port if the money 
was spent there that has . been spent at 
Townsville and I further claim that m advo­
cating th~ opening up_ of a port in ~he 
Gulf country we are domg somethmg whwh 
is eminently desirab.!Je in the interests of 
Queensland as a whole. It i~ not a !o_cal 
question although it is a, questwn of settlmg 
our cou~try and of giving to a port its o_wn 
hinterland. I do not believe jl} draggmg 
away any pm·t. of the trade which legitimately 
bolongs to another port. 

Mr. LENNON: Except from my district­
you would like to take it down to Cairns. 

Mr. MANN: If the hon. gentleman can 
get a fcaoible track for a railwa;Y t'? Mour!l­
yan I will not offer the least obJeCtiOn to. It, 
but I point out there is no use att<;>mptmg 
to build a railwuy from Mour1lyan mto the 
Atherton Scrub unless it i" an aerial one. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! 

Mr. MANN: I beg pardon; I do not wish 
to be led off the track. I think we ,hould 
endeavour to open up a port in thP Gulf, and 
give the settlers and the miners in the Gulf 
district the cheapest possible c::rriage !or 
their products and the necesdarl8S of hfe, 
and thus enable them to stand the pinch of 
bad times. But to compel them to have 
their goods brought over hundreds of miles of 
railway more than is necessary, and then 
leave them to stand the bad time.e, when 
mines are closed down and persons are throw:n 
out of work, will be a,n altogether unfan­
thing to do. T'he only way to settle properly 
the country between :Mount Cuthbert, Mount 
Oxide and Burketown is to establish a good 
town 'on -t.he seaboard where the people will 
usc up the produce which is raised on the 
land. 

Mr. LENNON: I am a very strong b<:­
lievor in the principle that every port IS 
morally entitled to the trade of the hinter­
land of its district, and I was very so:ry 
indeed to see the railway first of all gomg 
from Richmond to Cloncurry, because at 
that time I thought it should have gone 
from Pither Normanton or Burketown. But 
I feel sati ,fied that eYen if this House were 
to decide that the railway shall start from 
the Gulf, and not from Cloncurr;r, it would 
take longer to reach Mount Cuthbert from 
there than it would by building this line 
from Cloncurrv. I think the pqtimate of the 
Commissioner· as to the probable earnings 
of this line is verv pessimistic, as I believe 
the dEwelopment of the country will be very 
much greater than he states. The Commis­
si0ner saYR: "This mine hits alr"ady de­
spatched 'over 16,000 tons of ore, mostly to 
Burketown, but latterly it is coming to Cion. 
curry." That is an f'xtraordinary thing, 
because Mount Oxide is _further north. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Sixty miles. 

Mr. LENNON: Yes. It pays to send ore 
by Cloncurry now, therefore it will pay 
much better when they have the railway. 
Spea,king from the Burketown or Normanton 
point of view, when Mount Cuthbert 
and Mount Oxide will be more powerful 
factors in thE' district than they a.re 
to-day, the fact of having railway communioa­
tion and having to pay heavy railway charges 
to Townsville will make them the strongest 
advocates for the Gulf connection. That in 
itself will accelerate the construction of the 
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line right to the Gulf. If I thought the con­
struction of this railway would deprive the 
Gulf people of railway communication, I 
would not be in favour of the line. I con­
sider this is a line the Government ought to 
construct; and if it is not constructed we are 
likely to have the trouble of resisting the 
building of the line by a syndicate Ia ter on. 
The Government should not confine all its 
railwayJ to agricultural dis'.ricts, but should 
now and then extend railway communication 
to mining districts. I do not think it becomes 
members to oppose the line on the ground 
that it will only return 19s. 5d. per cent. at 
the st:trt. I take it that C:loncurry will be 
included in the benefited area, and I do not 
think th. re is much danger of any loss c·n 
this railway. There is no part of l.lneensland 
showing more genuine possibilities than the 
C!oncurry district. I think the Committee are 
pretty well determined that the line shall he 
constructed; and thou,;-h I do not find fault 
with those hon. gcntlodlG!l who are opposinP," 
the line, I think it is useless to oppose it 
further. I have lived many years in North 
Queensland. and have visited Normanton, and 
I think it is the duty of the Government to 
develop the various ports of the State. Nor­
manton, unfortunately, mi,,sed its opportunity 
in the past, but I feel certain that the Gulf 
will get connection earlier by this means 
than if the project now before the Committee 
is defeated. 

Mr. THEODORE: I think the arguments 
used by the members opposing the resolution 
are probably due to a feeling of indignation at 
the treatment of the Gulf people in the past, 
but I am convinced that the Committee will 
be doing the right thing in authorising the 
construction of this railway from Cloncurry. 
Before long I believe it will reach one of the 
Gulf ports. "While one hon. member was 
speaking the Minister interjected that the 
freight would not be a very great considera­
tion, as they would only be sending away 
blister l'dppor and importing coke. 'I'he hon. 
gentleman is mistaken in that. Only two of 
the mines will be able to send away b]i,t;,r 
copper. Only those mines that can work 
on an elaborate plan will be able to send 
a way even matte. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: They will 
treat for the small mines. 

Mr. THEODORE: They can only cope with 
their own ore. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: They buy 
ore on assay. 

Mr. THEODORE: These companies have 
reserves which they can treat for themselves 
for years to come. They did not start opera­
tions with the object of treating ore for the 
public, but with the object of treating for 
themselves. I hope the Government are sin­
cere in their desire to get to the Gulf and 
permit that part of the country to have the 
use of a Gulf port within a reasonable dis­
tance, say 200 miles, instead of having to send 
their mineral 600 miles; and it is only because 
I believe that to be the case that I am sup­
porting this resolution. 

Mr. COLLINS: In dealing with this ques­
tion we have to consider something outside 
Mount Cuthbert and Mount Oxide. I remem­
ber re,ading some years ago reports by Dr. 
Jack, in which he described this district as 
one of the biggest belts of copper country in 
the world. The Minister for Railways has 
referred to the report of the Mines Depart-

ment as showing the development ?f .the 
Mount Elliott and Mount Hampden distncts. 
Judging from the report of Mr. Ph_illips, and 
what I know of Dr. Jack's report, rt 1s more 
than likely that when this country gets de­
veloped it will be able to support 30,000 or 
40,000 people; and that is one of the strong:'st 
arguments v;hy it should be connected w1th 
a Gulf port, and should commence from a 
Gulf port. Some years ago, when _the late 
Sir Thomas Mci!wraith introduced hrs Trans­
continental Railway "cheme, the terminus was 
to be at this particular port. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Point 
Parker. 

Mr. COLLINS: He said a port could be 
found there · and we say a port can be found 
in the Gulf.' The Minister said there was ore 
at ;yrount Cuthbert that would smelt to 
14,000 tons of copper. The distance from 
l\J ount Cuthbert to Townsville will be 558 
miles; the distance from Mount Cuthbert. to 
a Gulf port is 160 miles. Imagir:e carrymg 
14,000 tons of copper 300 odd_ milt;s further 
than there is any need! And u_nagme people 
bringing thc:ir coke and supphC's that extra 
distance ! This will not only affect Mount 
Cuthbert. because there may be hundreds of 
Mount Outhberts. The hon. member for 
Croydon pointed out that for the past twenty­
five years the people there have been. told 
that th<>y are going to be connectd with a 
port in the Gulf. 

The PREMIER : This is the first real step 
towards it. 

1\Ir. COLLINS: It is to be . h?ped that it 
will end at the Gulf. Mr. Ph1l1Ips m<;ntl<;ms 
the fact that when he passed over th1s nch 
mineral country he did not see 300 people 
there. And th•,re is not likely ~o b~ mar::v 
people there. Under the Redistrrbuti<:m _Bill 
two seats have been wiped out. Th1s 1s . a 
part of Queensland that has be<:n nc1'lccted m 
the past ; and it seems that 1t 1s gomg to be 
neglected now. I do not think there should 
be a railway from Cloncurry to ::\~aunt Cuth­
bt'rt but I think one should be bmlt from the 
Gulf. I suppose you could build '": r~ilway 
from the Gulf to Mount Cuthbert w1thm two 
years if you wanted to do so-it is o_nly a 
question of putting on the men. .I received !' 
wire from the Einasleigh Sh1re Counml 
askinlT m<' to do all I can to see that the 
raihva' is ,:f-·1rtrd~ from Norrnanton; and I 
svrpos~ all the:· want is fair play. 

Mr. FOLEY: I would not hav_e s':id a 
word on this railwav at all, not bemg mter­
c,ted in a railwav to the Gulf, but the con­
tinual reference to Townsville has brought 
me to my feet. I cannot understand ~he 
argument that has bf\en used that Townsville 

is practimllv to blame for the 
[9.30 p.m.] Government 'starting this railway 

from Cloncurry instead. of from 
the Gulf. I have had no instru~twns from 
any company or anyone else--I sunpl:v want 
to say that tho urincinal argument that has 
be~n med why this railway should. start from 
the Gulf is beco,use of the less frerght on ore 
"nd coke bv rail from the Gulf to Mount 
Cuthbert. In all the arguments that have 
b0cn adduced by hon. members w~o have 
spoken, not one word has been m~ntwned of 
the extra sea carriage between Bn~bane and 
the Gulf and Brisbane and Townsv11le. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILwAYS : Yes ; I• 
pointed that out. 

Mr. Folt!J!·l 



2828 Clor.curr.IJ to [ASSEMBLY.~ Mount Cuthbert Railway. 

Mr. FOLEY: I want to point out that 
there is a tremendous distance between Bris­
bane and the Gulf ports, and freight is 
charged a very high rate because there is no 
competition. And, in addition, there would 
be the railage from the Gulf port to Mount 
Cuthoort, 160 miles; and taking it altogether 
I do not think it would be verv much less 
than the railage from Townsvilfe to Mount 
Cuthbert. It has also been argued that there 
will be a great difference in carrying coke 
and copper matte over this long length of 
railway to Townsville. I would point out 
that all the coke is brought from the South 
as, unfortunately, wo have no coalmines in 
th•· North. It is made down here and it 
would have to be taken from Brisbane, and 
the copper matte will have to be s;mt down 
here in the same way. Whatever may be 
said about copper matte being shipped to 
London, at the present time the whole of it 
comes down here to Brisbane or to Sydney, 
as there are smelters in Sydney which treat 
the copper matte. If the 'tlopper matte was 
shipped to London and the coke brought from 
London, it would make a difference if it was 
shipped at the Gulf port, but when we con­
sider that the stuff is carried from here, then 
there would be no great difference in the 
price of carriage between Townsville and 
Mount Cuthbert by raii and sea carriage via 
the Gulf port. The same argument applies 
in connection with supplies. Any supplies­
the min~rs may require will have to be taken 
from here and sent up to the Gulf and then 
transhipped at that port and carried 160 
miles over the railway, so that by the time it 
reaches the miner it will not cost very much 
less than if it went via Townsville. While 
I do not want to say a word against the Gulf 
getting a raih' ay, I certainly think the han. 
members who have spoken, if they wish tho 
Mount Cuthbert miners to get a railway, the 
quickest way is to get it connected with Clon­
curr:. as suggestGd in this proposal, and for 
that reason I will support the proposition of 
the Government, that a railway be con­
structed from Cloncurry to Mount Cuthbert. 
\s hon. members have said, every seaport 

should gPt its hinterland trade, but if we are 
go,ing to give raihvay communication to Mount 
Cuthbert and other mines in that locality, 
the quickest means is to give them connection 
between Mount Cuthbert and Cloncurry. 

Mr. MAY: I think the Secretary for Ra]­
ways has given a good many reasons why this 
railway should go from Cloncurry. In tbe 
first place, that part of the Cloncurry Oopp-Br 
Field was reported on by vV arden Hishon and 
vV arden Linedale, and both reports say that 
great results might be expected from that 
district. Then we must take into considera­
tion that it is not only Mount Cuthbert 
that is to be considered. Tbis first section 
in all probability will be extended as fast as 
the Government can reasonably do so to con­
nect with a Gulf port. 

Mr. MURPHY: Do you believe that? 
Mr. MAY: I do think so. Then, again, the 

mining companies mostly-of course, there are 
some pastoral properties in the district, but 
the deficit on the railway will mostly fall on 
the owners of those mines. This is only the 
first section of 42 miles, and I hope next 
session we will not be asked to sanction 
another 20 or 25 miles, but that the Govern­
ment will bring in a proposal to go another 
40 or 50 miles. The route can be left in the 
hands of experts. 

' Mr. MuRPHY: Do you regard Cloncurry as 
a suitable port ? 

f.Mr.Foley. 

Mr. MAY : If we could make the Clan­
curry River navigable, it would be the proper 
port. If this line is extended, as it naturally 
will it will run through some good country 
whe'n yoE g-et on to the Gregory, that will be 
thrown open into agricultural farms. In 
fact, I believe, there is a farmer up there 
now who has proved that good crops can be 
grown there. The hon. member for Gregory 
can endorse that. Mr. Oliver Smith has 
proved that it is as good country as can J:le, 
and the building of this rai_lway mto ~he mm­
ing district will create a big populatwn, and 
then you will give th<' farmers a c~ance to 
live out there to supply that populatwn. As 
regards a port Mr. Eliott stated that he 
could not find ~ real good port in that dis: 
trict. He has been all round the Gulf and 
he did not find a good port. 

The PREMIER: He fo.und a good port on an 
island off the coast. 

Mr. MAY: Wherever it is, a certain 
amount of manGy will have to be spent. 
'With regard to tho '"ga trade, the hon. mem­
ber for Townsville took out of my mouth the 
words I had intended to say. There would be 
a r-artain amount of sea carriage to the Gulf, 
and then you would have to lighter th.e 
goods. From Townsville to the Gulf ports IS 
a much greater distance than from Brisbane 
to Townsville. I think it is about twice 
the distance, and then the shipping com­
nany haYing a monopoly round there, they 
~uld put on excessive rates, so. I . do not 
think there will be any great difference 
in price if the goods are carried from 
Townsville over the railway. It has been 
stated that we should begin at both ends. I 
should be very pleased to see them begin at 
both ends but with the amount of raih\ ay 
being con~truct<od at the prtesent time, I do 
not se?O how the Government can begin at 
both ends. I think the Commissioner's re­
port is rather pe.·simistic. I think the rail­
way will earn considerably more revenue than 
he e-,timates. It will not only be pure copper 
or blister copper that will be sent ove~ the 
railway but a quantity of copper ore Will be 
sent a'~ay from that district as well, and a 
large number of "sho.ws" will be opened up. 
Then, again, independent buyers purchase _a 
large amount of ore in Cloncurry ar;d se_nd It 
right away. As a matter of ~act, tins railway 
will be the means of openmg up a large 
number of shows, and _will give_ a. large 
amount of employment m that distnct. I 
was very pleased to see the heavy vote re­
corded in favour of the railway, and I had 
the pleasure, a little while ago, of sending 
a telegram away to say what the vote was, 
and that the railway was passed. 

Mr. MURPHY: The railway is not passed 
yet. I remember that on one occ~sion, wh<;n 
there were only a few votes agamst a rail­
way, it was not passed, so th;:t the hon. 
member need not crow straight away. 
" There is many a slip between the cup and 
the lip." The hon. member for Herbert stated 
that he was a resident of the Gulf in 1877, 
and that ever since the people had consid­
ered that the district had not had fair play 
from the Government. I may say that ever 
since I have been a resident of the Gulf 
district the people have been agitating to 
get fair play from the Government, and that 
when after years of agitation the Govern­
ment refused to build a railway from Nor­
manton to Cloncurry, a syndicate railway 
was brought forward in the House. Mr. 
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George Charles Sim, who then represented 
Carpentaria, voted for that raihvac·· Ho 
had been a resident of the Gulf district for 
many yf·ars, and he knew the dicadvantages 
under which tho people laboured. He also 
saw the impoc-Bibility of getting railway com­
munication provided by the Government 
and so he voted for that syndicate railway: 
The supporters of the Labour party at Nor. 
manton took a plebiscite on his action in 
supporting that railway, and the result wao 
a unanimous vote of confidence in :Mr. Sim. 
The Gulf has not been given much chance 
by any Govcrmnont. 'With regard to the 
statEment that this is part of a railway from 
Cloncurry to the Gulf, I feel perfectly satis­
fied that a considerable time will elapse 
before it is taken to a Gulf port. 

Question put and passed. 

The House resumed. The CHAIR:\J:AN re­
ported the resolutions, which were agreed to. 

HEALTH ACT A::\IENDMENT BILL. 

Fl:::!THER CONSIDERATION OF COUNCIL'S 

"-'tMENDMENl'S-COMMITTEE. 

Quention stated-That the proposed new 
subsections (M·,-, Appel's amendment-vide 
page 2834) be inserted to follow the word 
" the " on line 13 of clause 62, now 63. 

The HOME SECRETARY said he desired 
to move that after the word "practitioner," 
m subclause {3), there be inserted the follow­
ing:-
" or to any pharmaceutical chemist who, under 
a permit in writing from the Commissioner 
(which permit the Commissioner is hereby 
empowered to grant), prescribes any medicine 
or drug for any person suffering from such 
disease." 

He understood that this additional amend. 
ment had been sugg,,eted by hon. members 
who pointed out that in distant portions of 
the State, where no medical man was prac­
tising, it would be very awkward-in fact 
unjust-if a person suffering from such ~ 
disease could not obtain treatment from a 
pha '·mar,'utical chemist. The second para" 
graph of the amendment provided that a 
pharmaceutical chemist should only dispense 
medicine on the pre,,cription of a medical 
practitioner. The new amendment would 
allow a ph,o"rmaceutical chemist himself to 
treat such cases in places where there was 
no medical man in practice. ' 

Mr. RYAN said he had an amendment to 
move prior to that which the hon. gentle­
man had just rea 1. 

Mr. MANN said he wished to speak on 
the original amendment, and he claimed 
that he should be allowed to do so before 
the Home Secretary moved hi,, amendment. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I simply moved it 
becr,use I thought it would suit the con­
venience of members of the Committee. 

Mr. RYLAND rose to a question of privi­
lege. There were three distinct clauses in 
the amendment-clauses 142 (b), 132 {c), and 
132 (d)-and he claimed that each of thmn 
shuuld be put separately. 

Mr. MANN rose for the purpose of ":tying 
that he had no intention of opposing the 
amendment submitted by the Government 
if he could be clearly shown that it was 

sufiicient to meet the case. He had taken a 
perfectly open stand on this matter, a;td 
whatever he said on the subject was not Ill­
spired by any party motive, but wa·, uttered 
with a desira that they should do the best 
they pos jbly could to preserve the health 
of the people of the State. (Hear, hear !) 
The Home Serretary and the Premier had 
both stated that when they suspended the 
Contagious Di>ea,cs Act they h:>d ;w inten­
tion of putting anything else m 1ts place, 
but they said now that they could make 
provision whereby they could do all that 
had been done under the Contagious Diseases 
Act, and do it in a bett<Jr form. He could 
understand a member of the Committee 
advocating the repeal of tho Contagious 
Diseases Act upon purely scientific grounds, 
but when he heard the hon. member for 
Bundaberg urgt the repeal of the Act merely 
because it was a plank in the Labour party's 
platform, he found himeelf at variance with 
the hon. member. If the Labour Convention 
had arrived at the conclusion that the Con­
tagious Diseases Act should be repealed after 
having weighed all the evidence for and 
against that course, he could understand the 
plank appearing in their platform. But; 
though the matter was, he believed, discussed 
at some length on the second occasion when 
it came before the convention, he was told 
that on the first occasion the motion was 
moved by a woman named Mrs. 'Willis, and 
just because a woman happened to be present 
it was not debated, but was at once placed 
in the platform. 

~Ir. BARBER: You have been told what is 
not correct, for it was discussed for an hour. 

Mr. MANN: If he had been told what 
was not correct, he was told it by a person 
who was present at the convention. ?i& 
reading had taught him that such a t)<mg 
as the Contagious Diseases _\ct was reqmred, 
and he found that his conclusion in that 
respect was borne out by the "Encyclopedia 
Britannica "-the latest edition. The figure& 
were onl5· given up to 1895, but he claimed 
that a repetition of the figures be-aring upon 
the increaf:.e or dccrea'sC of venerral dis(;·ascs 
since the repeal of the Act in the old 
country would not strengthen the ca<e. He 
had no axe to grind in thi~ maJter. Perhaps 
it would be bett-er for hon. members if the 
qu,stion had not been raised, because thos·' 
who spoke in favour of the Contagious Di:o· 
eases Act were likely to incur some unpopu­
larity; but they should try to adopt the 
best means of preventing people suffering 
from a terrible disease. 

At 10 o'clock p.m. 

The CHAIRMAN, under Standing Order 
11, called upon the hon. member for Croydon 
to relieve him in the chair. 

Mr. MURPHY took the chair accordingly. 

Mr. MANN {continuing): Under the head 
of '' Venereal Diseases '' there were three dis­
tinct diseas,.s, which had no connection save in 
the seat of infection; and seeing that innocent 
persons could have the disease transmitted 
to them at public sanitary conveniences, they 
should take the best hyvienic means oi stamp. 
ing out the disease. The Premier the other 
night gave some figures, and claimed that he 
quoted the opinions of scientific men. He, 
Mr. Mann did not lay claim to scientific 
knowledg•'.' but he thou~<ht anv sane indivi­
dual would admit that if they remo.vf'd one, 

Jf r. M ann.1 
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source of infection thev lessened the risk of 
contagion. If _it was a good thing to do away 
w1th the Act m Brisbane, how was it that it 
was continued at Rockhampton, where the 
Health Officer was in favour of its retention; 
and how was it that the Health Officer at 
Cairns v-·as in favour of the Act? 

Th,. Ho;m SEOHETARY: I do not know that 
the han. me1•1ber is quite correct. He has 
made no official report. 

Mr. MANN: The Premier said that Dr. 
Voss objected to the Contagious Diseases Act 
being wiped out; and if he persisted in that 
opimon his servi~ed might be dispensed with. 
The Health Officer in Cairns, Dr. Tyrie, made 
a strong appeal to have the Act proclaimed at 
C:'1irns, where a woman had her seventh mis­
carriage owing to the fact that her husbtmd 
contracted syphilis from a Japanese prosti­
tute. The Premier made a sort of flapdoodle 
appeal in asking whether Queensland was to 
be the only State in the Empire to have this 
Act on the statute-book; but if they could 
prove that the mother country was wrong, 
why seek to follow her mistakes? He would 
now quot-e from the article on "Prostitution,," 
in the 11th edition of the Encyclopood1a 
Brittanica-

" No account of the law in the United King­
dom would be complete without some reference 
to the partial adoption of the system of ex­
amination as employed elsewhere in Europe in 
186·1-1883. In 1864 a Contagious Diseases 
Prevention Act was passed providing for the 
compulsory medical examination of prostitutes 
and detention in hospital of those found 
diseased in the following garrison towns:­
Portsmouth, Plymouth, Woolwich, Chatham, 
Sheerness, Aldershot, Colchester, Shorncliffe, 
the Curr :>gh, Cork, and Queenstown. The 
legal machinery was a justices' order granted 
on sworn information that the woman named 
was a common prostitute. " The Act having 
proved very inefficacious (judge advocate­
general in House of Commons, April, 1883), it 
was amended in 1866 and extended to ·windsor. 
Two years later an important memorial was 
drawn up by the Royal Colleges of Physicians 
and Surgeon,, in favour of the Acts and their 
extended application, and in 1869 they were 
further amended and applied to Canterbury, 
Dover, Gravesend, Maidstone, Southampton, 
and Winchester-eighteen places in all. A 
popular agitation, based on humanitarian and 
moral grounds, and continuously carried on 
against the measure led to the appointment of 
a Royal Commission in 1871 and a 'Select 
Committee in 1879. The direct evidence was 
strongly in favour of the Acts, alike with re­
gard to the diminution of disease among the 
troops in the protected towns, the absence of 
complaints, and the good effect on public order 
to which clergymen and other residents testi­
fied. The majority of the committee reported 
accordingly after three years' inquiry; but in 
1883 the House of Commons passed a resolu­
tion, by 182 to 110 votes, condemning the 
compulsory examination of women. As this 
would have entailed refusal to vote the money 
required to carry on the system, it was imme­
diately dropped, and the officers of the metro­
politan police to whom its execution had been 
entrusted were recalled. In 1886 the C.D. 
Acts were repealed." 

There was a table showing the admissions 
per 1,000 in European armies of soldiers 
suffering from venereal diseases from the 
yea.r 1876 to the year 1895. In Germany the 
highest number per 1,000 was 41 ; France, 
65.8; Austria, 81.4; while in Britain it 
rose from 146.5 in 1876 to 275.4 in 1885, and 
then went down until 1895, when the number 
was 173.8 per 1,000. 

The PRE:liiER: \Yhat was it in ·1907? 

[Mr. Mann. 
* 

I.ir. C\1ANN said he had not the ilgures 
for 1907. In British-India since the Act 
was wiped out the number increased from 
372.2 in 1888 to 522.3 per l, 000 m 1895. The 
average admissions per 1,000 for the three 
years 1890-1892 >yere :-Germany, 27.2; 
France, 43.6; Russia, 43; Austr1a, 63.5; 
Italy, 71.3; United States of America, 77.4; 
Britain (Home), 203.6, (Ind1a), 438; and the 
Dutch Indies, 455.6. 

The PnE:liiER : In 1884, when the ~;,ct was 
in force in Great Britain, the number in the 
British ArmY was 271 per 1,000; in 1907 the 
number was' 72 per· 1, 000. Your figures are 
u; terly \\'rang. 

The bell indicated that the han. member's 
tim-e had expired. 

Mr. MANN: He would take his full time. 
" All the returns given in the first table 

show a simultaneous rise for several years, 
beti;inning 'l'vith 1876 ; and, havi~g reache~ a 
maximum, E'ach shows a progre:":lSlV~ fall: like­
wise lasting over several years .. This P.on1:ts to 
another disturbing factor. It IS convmcmgly 
shown by the figures for the protected. di tricts 
in the United Kim;:dom before, durrng, and 
after the period of protection. In 1864-that 
is, just before the fir·'t C.D. Act came mt~ 
operation-the proportwnal figure was 260 , 
ten years later it had fallen to 126; . but .m 
1883 it had just risen agam to 234, Ill sp1te 
of the protection. Then, protection being re­
moved it rose to 276; but afterwards fell 
again 'progressively to 191 in 1895, without 
any protection. It is therefore ev1dent that 
in interpreting the statistics allowance must 
be made for large fluctuations, due to causes 
quite independent of the protective system. 
The margin of difference, however, between the 
British and European returns is so large that, 
when all allowances have been made, it is 
impossible to doubt that a considerable degree 
of real protection is afforded to soldiers by the 
system. This conclusion is confirmed by the 
comparatively high returns for the army of the 
United States and still more by the Ind1an 
statistics. They rose gradually, it is true, 
during the cantonment ,,ystem, but when that 
was dropped disease increased with shocking 
rapidity. Between 1887 and 1895 the admis­
sions for primary syphilis rose from 75.5 to 
174.1 per 1,000, and those for secondary syphi­
lis from 29.4 to 84.9. 

" The broad conclusion is that under special 
conditions, and when rigidly enforced, registra­
tion and medical examination do to a consider­
able extent fulfil the purpose of protecting 
health. Their failure to- do so among the 
population at laJ·ge and under the ordinary 
conditions of life is not surprising when we 
regard the amount of venereal disease which 
still occurs even among soldiers protected by 
the most rigorous mPasures and under the most 
favourable conditions.'' 

No one ever claimed that the Contagious 
Diseases Act had abolished venereal diseases, 
because there were so many privateers on 
the market. But, as he had stated earlier 
in his speech, if they removed only one 
source of contagion, there must be a corre­
sponding decrease in the amount of venereal 
disease. The Premier might argue that If 
they allowed women to go unchecked, and 
allowed them to poison the youth of Queens· 
land unchecked, in time the disease would 
die out. How was it that it did not die out 
before the Contagious Diseases Act came 
into operation? Did not the Homo Govern­
ment and the Queensland Government see 
some necessity for the Contagious Diseases 
~4.ct, otherwise it would not have been placed 
<m the statute-book. Did the Premier seek 
-to wipe off the sL,tute-book the laws relating 
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:to cattle-stealing because cattle-stealing still 
-went on? Or would the hon. gentleman 
daim that bncause murder was still done--

The Hmm SECRETARY: There is no 
analogy. 

Mr. ~lANN: There was an analogy, be­
cause if they claimed to abolish the law in 
one set of circumstances because the law 
did not do all thPy expected of it, why not 
wipe it out in other cases? 

The PREMIER: In India, under the Con­
tagious Diseases Act, the number of cases 
went up to 522.3, and when it was abolished 
it was considerably reduced. 

Mr. MANN: The figures he had quoted 
showed that it went up to 522.3 when the 
Act w_as a~olished. If the Horne Secretary 
was nght m Wipmg out the Act, well and 
good, but he should have consulted Parlia­
m' nt firct. All he was searchinG for and 
.aiming at was the truth, and if the amend. 
mont moYed by the Home Secretary would 
fulfil all he wanted to see done, it w.ts all 
right. 

The PREMIER: It is what scientists recom­
mend. 

Mr. MANN: When the Premier quoted a 
.certain number of doctors, they must ask 
themselves who were the clients of tho"e 
doctors. Were they doctors who attended a 
<Jertain ola;,;s of people who did not believe 
in the inspection of prostitutes? He (Mr. 
Mann) did not think for one moment that 
prostitutes troubled about being examined at 
all, unlesc•• it was too much trouble to bother 
but as far as shocking their semibility wa~ 
-concerned, he did not think they troubled 
at all. 

The HOME SECRETARY : That is not the 
.question. The question is, Is it a safeguard 
or not, and the leading scientists say it is 
not. 

Mr. MANN: He claimed that it was a 
certain amount of safeguard, or why did 
they find those men who looked after the 
he:tlth of the cities claiming that it was ? 
If they turned up the remarks of Dr. Baxter 
Tyrie and Dr. Taylor, they would find those 
,gentlemen said it was, and Dr. Voss had 
been asking for the Act to be kept in force 
in Rockhampton. 

The HOME SECRETARY: '\Ve have Dr. Ham's 
statement, backed up by 700 of the leading 
medical men in Australia. 

Mr. MANN : He did not care what the 
GoYernment did so long as they protected the 
health of the people, and he claimed that 
the figures he had quoted showed that the 
rescinding of the Contagious Diseases Act 
had led to an increase of the disease in the 
British Empire and in India by a very great 
percentage. 

The HOME SECRETARY: That is not correct. 
The PREMIER : The Sanitary Commissioner 

-of the Government of India says otherwise. 

Mr. MANN: It just depended on who was 
making the report. The han. member for 
Clermont, in making his speech, showed that 
Dr. Dads had spok<m with one voice at one 
time, and with another voice at another 
time. If the Ministerial head of the depart­
ment asked him to make a certain report 
in a certain way and he did so, what evi­
dence was a biassed report of that kind ? 
He was searching for the truth, and the 

Government should not have rescinded the 
Contagious Diseas<''• Act without the consent 
of Parliament, unless they had somethmg 
else to take its place which would b<; more 
efff'ctive. If a woman hawked her dise"sed 
body all round the town, and if she only 
got one client a night, it meant that there 
\i\~ould bo ~ix or seven now case9 in Brisbane 
cvery week, and if the Horne Secretary took 
a diseased woman like that and put hd· 
awav where she could do no harm, it would 
ben~fit humanity. After all, it was not 
merely the man who was infected. It was 
the bmilv which came after. 

The be i1 indicated that the hon. member's 
full time had expired. 

Mr. RYLA?\D: HE had listened very cctre­
fully to the han. membe'i- for Cairns, and 
c:nne of the figures quoted by that hon. men;­
ber were contradicted by the best authori­
tie•. they had at the present time. Then m 
n gard to that matter being on the Labour 
party's platform, it was on the platforn:, 
and it recei\'Cd full < cmsideration before It 
was put there. One of the reasons wh?. it 
was put there was that it was not benefi~Ial 
'in what it intv,Ided to do, and somethmg 
better w.ts wanted in its place. _\t the great 
scientific conference held in Europe, evidence 
was given to show that the C.D. Act had 
not the b-cncfic\al effect desired, and some­
thi!!g more· effective VI as neC<''sary. '\Vhat 
the Labour party looked forward to s~"' was 
something on the lines laid down m ~he 
proposition of the Home Secretary, which 
was founded to a largo extent on the reso­
lutions which were carriea at the conference 
in S_: dney in 1911. The chief point in its 
fayour was that there should be free treat­
ment and free advice in connection with the 
disease. He had in hi, hand some retur!'s, 
some of which were quoted by the Premier 
the other night, and they entirely contra­
dicted the figures given by the hon. mem~er 
for Cairns. Those figures showe_d the stnk­
ing decrease of yenereal maladies m E;ng­
land since the abolition of the regulatiOn. 
The English Contagious Diseases ~ct was 
suspended in 1883, and repealed . m 1886. 

There was no regulatiOn from 
[10.30 p.m.] 1884 onwards. New Zealand 

abolished the same Act m 1910, 
and it proved to be very ineffeDtive there. 
According to the Registrar-General's returns 
with regard to the civil population of Eng­
land and '\Vales the deaths from venereal 
maladies, all ag<o, per million livin!\', was 
95 in 1884; ten years later-in 1894---;It had 
decreased to 78, and ten years later-m 1904 
-it had decreased to 65. In 1907 the number 
had decreased to 58, just one-half the num­
ber that died when they were under . the 
operation of the Act. In the Home Statio~s 
of the Navy in the British Isles, the hospi­
tal admissions per 1,000 sailors totalled 203 
in 1884; 155 in 1894 ; and 112 in 1904. The 
recruits in the British Isles who were re­
fused on account of syphilis,· per 10,000 offe_r· 
ing, totalled 106 in 1884; 51 in 1894; 25 m 
1904; and only 18 in 1907 .. In the . h?me 
army, British Isles, the hospita~ admisswns 
for venereal maladies per soldiers totalled 
271 in 1884; 182 in 1894; 108 in 1904, and 72 
in 1907. The figures relating to the navy 
and military were taken from the annual 
army and navy medical reports. The follow­
ing paragraph appeared attached to the 
pamphlet giving these tables:-

" During the period represented in these 
diagrams there have been no special laws in 
force in England of any kind whatever with 

Mr. Ryland.] 
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regard to venereal maladies ; neither " regula­
tion " of prostitution, nor the Continental delit 
de contwnination" or punishment for contami­
nating with tnt' ;e maladies ; nor compulsory 
detention in hospital; nor the compulsory treat­
l11Gnt of venereal maladies in force in some parts 
of the Continent. All such measures are opposed 
by English abolitionists, who consider that 
venereal maladies are best stamped out by 
striking at the root causes. Fr. e treatment of 
these maladies is given, equally with all other 
~aladied,. to men or to women, at the poor law 
~~icr~~sanes and infirmaries throughout Eng-

That was !'is (Mr. Ryland's) opinion in con­
nectiOn With the matter. All the re·,tric­
tions that were imposed, and all the notifica­
tions for sending a man to the health officer 
and other doctors, all went for nothing. As 
rEJgarded the re>olutions carried at the Medi­
cal Congress, the particular one about the 
l)otification was the only one resolution on 
which they were not unanimous. This was 
a paragraph taken from the Australian 
JI cdical Gazette in connection with the mat­
ter. 

" Last year the congress appointed a com­
mittee of experts to report on syphilis, and 
that this report was unanimously adopted by 
the congre&s that has just concluded its sit­
tings. On the subjert of notification the report 
states :--" The committee were unable to agree 
on a recommendation of compulsory notifica­
tion of syphilis. It was, of course, admitted 
by all that the information so gained would 
be of the utmost value, but the view was 
expressed that the fear of publicity consequent 
on such notification would deter patients from 
consulting their ordinary medical attendant 
and would cause th~m either to neglect treat~ 
ment or to seek it from ignorant and irrespon­
sible quacks." 

That was one of the chief noints in con­
necti<;m wit~ th_~ Bill. The Government did 
the right thmg m doing away with the Con­
t~gious Diseases Act, but the Government 
~hd. a w;ong thing in not putting something 
m. Its p.ace as soon as possible, and some­
thmg that would be effective. All that was 
noce,;ary was to follow on the lines of the 
repo~t read by th< Pz:emier on Friday night, 
showmg the figures m connection with the 
disen ·,o in England. The only thing to do 
was to have no compulsory notification at 
a_ll, becau·•c men were frightened of pub­
hmt:-·, and would not go to doctors if the 
notific11tion existed. It was best to rely on 
free tr<>atment and free advice. The con­
grci;s W("re u11animous in their opinion that 
th0 rc ;hould be free treatment of tho disease, 
but the;- W<'re not unanimous in finding that 
there ,,!'ould be compulsory notification. The 
resolutiOn relating to notification was only 
carried by a majority. 

Tho Hm!E SECRETARY: Notification is the 
most effective way of stamning out the 
diseave. ~ 

Mr. RYLAND: He noticed that there was 
a p<>nalty of £10 for a doctor failing to 
notify the disease, and the fine went up to 
"ot exceedirg £100. He saw that, instead 
of giving the name, they could give a num­
ber, but there was always the fear of pub­
licity, and men would not go to a doctor. 
Thien who wore suffering slightly would 
rather put np with it than go to a doctor 
if tho notification were to be compulsory. 
'f'h·-r,~ w ,, no hone of doing away with the 
d;c:ort' · Pnlc•s they wont in for free treat­
n1cmt and rlo co:n~ulsory notification. 

The bell indicoe~ted that the hon. member's 
ti: w had expired. 

fMr. R?/1anrl. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: I may 
point out that th<' question before the Com­
mittee is the insertion of the provisions pro­
posed by the Horne Secretary. The amend­
mont of the LegislatiYe Council has bee11 
disagreed to b:;- the Committee. 

Mr. RYLAND: He was speaking on the­
Home Secretary's provisions, and was telling 
him that the weakness of them was the com­
pulsory notification. 

Mr. COYNE: While he agreed with the 
Ho.me Secretary's amendment, he did not 
think it went f"ar enough. 

The HOME SECRETARY moYed that, 
after the word "practitioner," in subclause 
3, the following words be inserted-
" or to any pharmaceutical chemist who, under 
a permit in "'\\ riting from the Commissioner, 
(which permit the Commissioner is hereby 
enlpt·wered to grant), prescribeE! any medicine· 
or drug for any person suffering from such 
disease. 11 

As he had already explained, this amend­
ment was intended to p1·ovide for cases where 
there was no medical man in practice, and 
in such cases it empowered the Commissioner 
to issue permits to pharmaceutical chemists. 
to treat persons suffering from the disease. 

Mr. COYNE thought the amendment did 
not go far enough. There were many pla_ces 
in Queensland which were 400 or 500 m1les 
from a doctor or a chemist, and persons, 
could not travel that distance for treatment, 
so that if they could not get any drug or 
medicine to treat the disease in its primary 
etego they might rot or die from the disease. 
There were proprietary medicines on the­
market, such as those prepared by Parke, 
Davis, and Co., which were recommended 
by leading medical practitioners. That firm 
was one of the most reputable in the world, 
and if they prepared a medicine which would 
relieve a person suffering from the. disease, 
in question, he thought persons otl?-er. tha11 
chemists should be allowed to sell It m re­
mote parts of the Stat<:J. He moved that the' 
folio" ing words be added to tho Home Sec­
retary's amendment:-

'· Or to any per~on who, under a permit in 
writing from the Commissioner (which permit 
the Commissioner is hereby empowered to 
grant), sells any proprietary medicine or drug 
to any perLon suffering from such disease, pro­
vided always that such proprietary medicine or 
drug is approved of by the Commissioner/' 

The Hm!E SECRETARY: I will accept that 
amendment. 

Mr. HAMILTON : There were many 
places in the outside portions of the State 
where there were no doctors or chemists, and 
where there was a great deal of diseas& 
among aboriginals. 

Th0 Hon!E SECRETARY : We are trying as 
far as possible to deal with them. 

Mr. HAMILTON: He knew of one case 
where the blacks were suffering from this 
complaint, and the late protector, Dr. Roth, 
when visiting the locality, refused to prescribe· 
for them. 

The HmiE SECRETARY: We remove them 
now to one of our stations. 

Mr. HAMILTON: Yes; but there were 
any amount of men who had not been re­
muved to an:, statoon, and there should be 
some depots where medicines could be pro­
cured to treat such cases. 
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The HOME SECRETARY: We are arranging 
for that. 

Mr. HAMILTON: The hon. gentleman 
was providmg that where there were doctors 
such persons would get free treatment. 

The Hoj\JE SECRETARY: No; we go beyond 
that. 

:Mr. HAJ\liLTON: In outlying districts 
where there wer.e no chemists or doctors the 
medicines could be made under the s;,_per­
vision of the medical officer and forwarded out 
there. The a~nendment would go a long way 
towards meetmg the case that the Minister 
quoted. 

_.Mr. LESIN_\.: No doubt the •amendment 
Widened the scope of the Bill immensely. The 
amendment of the Council would simply apply 
the provisiOns of the present ~'l.ct, which had 
l'B_en proved to work so well, to certain dis­
tncts. The amendment proposed, in addition 
to what the Home Secretary proposed in his 
amendment, to give doctors and pharmaceu­
tw_al chemists power to do, to give certain 
pnvate persons power to do so. They got 
bad< to the old system of freetrade in prosti­
t~twn, and freetrade in its treatment. He 
did not know whether members realised 
exactly what it meant. The old system was 
best, after all, as it was based upon hundreds 
of. years of experience, and it was a good 
tlnng to see that members realised that the 
old system was the better system.. The only 
Imp':ove_ment he could suggest was to fix the 
applrcatwn of the Act to districts, and re­
"'!rv~ to the. executive power to apply it to 
~hstrwts outside those which might be fixed 
m the Act. 

Amendment (J1·r. Coyne's) agreed to. 
Amendment (Hon. J. G. .Appel's), as 

amended, agreed to. 
New provision, as amended, put and passed. 
Qupstion-That Council's amendments in 

clause 63 be agreed to--put and passed. 
On dause 64-" Application of 31 Vic. No. 

40 to certain cities and towns"-
On the motion of the HOME SECRE­

TARY, owing to the acceptance of the amend. 
ments propo;ed by himself and the hon. 
member for \Y arrego, the consequential 
amendment of the Council was disagreed to. 

On clause 65-" Regulations"-
On the motion of the HOME SECRE­

TARY, the consequential amendment of the 
Council inserting " is " after " section '' on 
hne 45, was agrec;d to. ' 

On clause 67-" l'\<'w P·art "-
On the motion of the HOME SECRE­

TARY, a consequential amendment of the 
Council, substituting '' fifty-one" for fifty­
two," was agreed to. 

On clause 73-" Report on application"-

The HOME SECRETARY: The Council 
had amended the clause by the addition of 
" and any other officer or officers it may con­
sider necessary" and "or other," so that the· 
clause now read-

" Upon receipt of any application for the 
regL"tration of a private hospital or the re­
newal thereof, the local authority shall refer 
the same to its medical officer of health and 
any other officer or officers it may consider 
necessary, and such medical or other officer 
after making,'' etc. , 

There could be no possible objedion to 
this, because the local authority might not 

1911-SL 

happen to have a medical officer, or the medi­
cal officer might not be available, and this 
gave them the power to obtain the services of 
other medical officers. He moved that the 
amendment of the Council be agreed to. 

Question put and passed. 
On clause 78-" Inspection"-
The HOME SECRETARY: In this clause 

there was a consequential amendment conse­
quent on the amendment which had just been 
accepted, for the insertion of the words " or 
other officer authorised by the local author­
ih-." He moved that the amendment of the 
C~uncil be agreed to. 

Question put and passed. 
On clause 83-" Registration of nurses"-

The HOME SECRETARY: The Council 
had omitt-ed " Queensland ~ranch . of_ th.~ 
Australasian Trained Nurses Association; 
and substituted therefor " registered nurses," 
Subclause (b) would now read-

" Two members ,shall be medical pract~­
tioners or qualified nurses, and s_hall be nomi­
nated by the registered nurses rn a~c?rdan?e 
with rules to be approved by the Mmister Ill 

that behalf." 
He understood that this had been accepted 
by those con"Cerned, that there was no obje~­
tion to it, and he moved that the Councrl s 
amendment be agreed to. 

Question put and passed. 

The HOME SECRETARY moved that the 
Temporary Chairman leave the chair and 
report that the Committee agreed to some of 
the Council's amendments, disagreed· to 
others, and agreed to others with amend­
mente. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN asked what date was 
fixed in the Bill for the registration of nurses­
the 1st January or the 30th June. If it was 

the 1st January, he thought the 
[11 p.m.] time should be extended to the 

30th June, so. as to give those 
people the opportunity of ~x'ing registered. 

The HOME SECRETARY: He could not 
place the particular clause just now, but. he 
would go into the matter and have the t1me 
extended if nece,gary. 

(~uestion put and passe d. 
The HOME SECRETARY moved that the 

Bill be returned to the Legislative Council 
with the following message:-
"Mr. President,-

" The Legislative Assembly having had under 
consideration the amendments made by the 
Legiclative Council in the Health Act Amend­
ment Bill, beg now to intimate that they-

" Disagree to the proviso inserted after line 
56, clause 10, br'cause it is considered to be 
unnecessary-the veterinary inspectors holding 
that a beast which has recovered from pleuro­
pneumonia is not a diseaf'ed animal. 

" Agree to the amendment on line 24 (now 
line 21), clause 22, with the following amend­
ment:-

" After the ward "water" insert the words 
" separated or skimmed milk " ; in 
which amendment they invite the con­
currence of the Legislative Council. 

" Agree to new clause 32, with the following 
amendments :-

" Line 54-0mit " July " and insert 
"January." 

" Line 55-0mit " twelve " and insert 
" thirteen." 

In which amendments they invite the concur­
rence of the Legislative Council." 

Han. J. G . .Appel.] 
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"Disagree to the new paragraph ( 132A) in 
clause 62 (now 6~), after the word "The," 
becattse the proviRions of the Act for the Pre­
vention of Contagious Diseases of 1868 are 
obsolete and inadequate, but offer for the con­
sideration of the Legislative Council the follow­
ing sections, which are calculated to deal 
effectively with the disease.,. 

::Yir. Speaker,-Shall I read the subclause:>? 

The SPEAKER: Is it the plt,~surc of the 
House that the subclauses be t.Lken as read? 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

The HO:.\IE SECRETARY: 
" Governor in Council, on the recommenda­

tion of the Commissioner, may from time to 
time, by Order in Council, dec I ).re that, in such 
area or areas as are therein named, any vene­
real disease in such order shall be a disease to 
which this section shall apply, and may from 
time to time alter, revoke, or vary, any such 
order. Thereupon the following provisions 
shall apply in respect of every such venereal 
disease:- ) 

" (2.) Every medical practitioner in every 
area to which this section applies shall forth­
with give notice to the Commissioner in the 
prescribed form upon becoming aware that any 
person attended or treated by him is suffering 
from such venereal disease. 

" Any medical practitioner who fails to give 
any notice preocribed by this oection shall be 
liable to a penalty of not less than ten pounds 
nor more than one hundred pounds. 

"(3.) No person other than a medical prac­
titioner or a person acting under the direct 
instructions of a medical practitioner shall 
attend upon or treat any person suffering from 
sucH disease. Every person who contravenes 
this subsection shall be liable to a penalty not 
exceeding fifty pounds; or to imprisonment for 
any period not exceeding six months. 

" This subsection shall not apply to a regis­
tered pharmaceutical chemist who dispenses to 
the patient of a medical practitioner the pre­
scription of such medical practitioner, or to 
any pharmaceutical chemist who, under a per­
mit in writing from the Commissioner (which 
permit the Commissioner is hereby empowered 
to grant), prescribes any medicine or drug for 
any person suffering from such diseaGe, or to 
any person who under a permit in writing from 
the Commissioner (which permit the Commis­
sioner is hereby empowered to grant) sells any 
proprietary medicine or drug to any person 
suffering from such di,ease : Provided always 
that such proprietary medicine or drug is 
approved of by the Commissioner. 

" ( 4.) Every person who acts or assists in 
the administration of this section shall pre­
serve and aid in preserving secrecy with re­
gard to all matters which come to his know­
ledge in his official capacity, and shall not 
communicate such matters to any other person 
except in the performance of his duties under 
this section. Any person who contravenes this 
subsection shall be liable to a penalty not 
exceeding fifty pounds. 

" [132B.] In addition and without prejudice 
to the provisions of the last preceding section 
the Governor in Council may from time to 
time, on the recommendation of the Commis­
sioner, make regulations for the following pur­
poses in respect of any venereal disease :-

" (a) Prescribing the forms of notifica­
tion to be used in notifying cases o:f' 
venereal diseases in areas where the 
last preceding section is in force :: 
Provided that the name and address o:f' 
the patient shall not be disclosed ;; 
but he shall be denoted by a number 
or other reference in or to the records 
of the medical practitioner; 

" (b) For the gratuitous treatment at hos­
pitals and otherwise of venerea.:J. 
diseases; 

[Hon. J. G. Appel. 

"(c) For the c"tablishment, management, 
and control of dispensar~t'R or other 
places for gratuitous treatment; 

" (d) For the examination by clinical all;d 
bacteriological methods, and by spem­
fied tests of persons suspected of 
being infected with venereal disease, 
and for requiring such persons ~o s~b­
mit themselves to such examrnatwn 
at specified times and places; 

" (e) For prescribing penalties for breaches 
of the regulations. 

" [13:Jc.] When any two medical pract!­
tionen certify in writing that anY person lS 
suffering from venereal disease and is likely to 
convey such disease to· others, the following 
provisions shall apply:-

" (a) A police magistrate may order such 
person to be detained for any perwd 
not exceeding two weeks in a hospital 
or other suitable place for the pur­
pose of bacteriological and other in­
vestigations, and it shall be lawful 
to make such investigations ; 

" (b) If thereafter such person is fou_nd 
to the mtisfaction of the Commis­
sioner to be suffering from venereal 
disease in an infectious condition, the 
Governor in Council, on the recom­
mendation of the Commis:sioner, may 
from time to time order that such 
per~on shall be detained under such 
conditions in snch place and for such 
time as may be necessary to ensure 
that such person shall be no longer 
infectious, or as may be named in 
such order, and may extend or vary 
such order from time to time, or at 
any time terminate its operation, and 
thereafter if found necessary renew 
such order. And every such order 
shall be sufficient warrant for the 

·apprehension if necessary, and for the 
removal and detention of the person 
named therein ; 

" (c) If such person is actually under­
going imprisonment in any prison 
within the State, the order under 
paragraph (a) hereof may be made by 
the visiting justice of the prison, and 
any order under paragraph (a) or 
paragraph (b) hereof shall have effect 
notwithstanding that it extends be­
yond the period of such person's 
imprisonment. 

" [132n.] Any person who knowingly infects 
any other person with any venereal disease 
shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding fifty 
pounds, or to imprisonment for any period not 
exceeding six months. 

" [132E.] (1.) Any person who­

" (i.) Being a prostitute---

" (a) Is in any public l'lace, and be­
haves in a riotous, disorderly, or 
indecent manner ; or 

" (b) Solicits or importunes for im­
moral purposes any person who is 
in any public place or within the 
view or hearing of any person 
therein; or. 

u Being a male person, knowingly lives 
wholly or in part on the earnings of 
prostitution ; 

" (ii.) In any public place, solicits or 
importunes on behalf of any female 
for immoral purposes ; 

" (iii.) Is the occupier of or resides in a 
house frequented by prostitutes; 

shall be deemed to be a vagrant, and shall be 
liable to a penalty not exceeding fifty pounds 
or to imprisonment for any period not exceed­
ing six months. 



Adjournment. [12 D.ccE~1BER.] 

" (l.:.) Provided that when a female is con­
victed of any offenc<c included under paragraph 
( i.) of this subsection the court may-

" (a.) Commit the female to be detained 
for any period not exceeding twelve 
months in an institution approved by 
the Governor in Council, by Order in 
Council published in the Gazette, as a 
reformatory for the purpose• of this 
section; or 

" (b) Impose imprisonment as aforesaid; 
or 

" (c) By its sentence impose either of the 
above punishments, and suspend the 
execution of such sentence upon such 
conditions as it thinks fit, which it 
shall embody in its recorded decision. 

" If any female whose sentence has been so 
suspended fail~ to observe any of such con­
ditions, she may be arrested by any police 
Dfiicer and brought before a court, and, on 
proof of such failure on her part being given 
to its satisfaction, the court may direct that 
the original sentence shall be put into force, 
.and may give all orders and grant any war­
rants necessary for such enforcement. 

" ( 3.) For the purposes of this section, 
4

' public place" includf-.3 every road, and also 
.every place of public re·'ort open to or used by 
the public as of right; the term also in­
.cludes-

" (a) Any ve~sel, vehicle, building, room, 
licensed premises, field, ground, park, 
reserve, garden, wharf, pier, jetty, 
platform, market, passage, or other 
place for the time being used for a 
public purpose or open to access by 
the public, whether on payment or 
otherwise, or open to access by the 
public by the express or tacit consent 
or sufferance of the owner, and 
whether the same is or is not at all 
times so open; and 

" (b) Any place declared by the Governor 
in Council, by Order in Council, to be 
a public place for the purposes of this 
section. 

In which sections they invite the concurrence 
of the LPgislative Council. 

"Di~agree to the new clause to follow clause 
€2 (now 63) for the reasons given in relation 
to clause 62 (now 63). 

"And Agree to all other amendments in the 
Bill. 

·"Legislative Assembly Chamber, 
"Brisbane, 11th December, 1911. 

" WM. DRAYTON ARMSTRONG, 

"SpeaKer." 

Question put and passed. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

The PREMIER: I move that this House 
-do now adjourn. The first business to-mor­
row will be vVays and Means-resumption 

·of Committee; Appropriation Bill; then 
Ways and Means-resolution to be received ; 
Loan Bill; State Education Acts Amendment 
Bill; Wages Boards Act Amendment Bill; 
Government Savings Bank Acts Amendment 
Bill. 

Question put. and passed. 

The House adjourned at eight minutes past 
11 o'clock. 
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