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Questions.

LFEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

TUESDAY," 5 DrcEMBER, 1911

“The  SpEAXER - (Hon. W, ' D.  Armstrong,
Zockyer) took the chair at half-past 3 o’clock.

PAPER.

. -The following paper, laid on the table, was
ordered  to " be printed :=~Regulations under
the: Land Act of 1910;

QUESTIONS.

WESTBROOK  EXPERIMENTAL = FARM
HKMPLOYEES.

My "ALLEN: (Bulloo). asked the Secretary
For Agriculturé—

“ 1. Have any of the farm hands on’ the
experimental  farm 4t Westbrook “any . special
“knowledge of agriculture? :

‘2. What ‘rates of pay do. the employees
‘Teceive ?

3 If there is-any’ differentiation, what is
ithe reason for same? :

‘4. 'What facilities have. the men for pro-
viding their meals?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE

{Hon. J. Tolmie;  Drayton and - Toowoomba). .

zeplied—-

o1 Therfarm-: hands  have:special "know=
ledge ‘of “orchard  .work, ‘but ‘only a: . general
knowledge of agriculture: : :

.2 and: 3. . Four -at the.rate of £86 a year
gnd quarters;-one-at £55 & year and guarters
~—the latter being a youth.

4. The men provide' their own meals.”

PuBric SErvICE BoArD.

My, MAY - (Flinders) - asked -the . Chief
Secretary— S
81 How' is the ' Public: Service . Board: con-
stituted?

¢-2.-What ‘arethe functions: of: the  Public
‘Service: Board?

£93.What course ‘has ‘a public: gérvant to
adopt in asking £or an 'inguiry into any alleged
misréepresentation: made by his superior officer
Tegarding the responsibility ‘of the: position of
the said publie servant? ;

“4.Ts it a fact that during recent years
several officers have been reprimanded because
‘they ‘have proved: themselves more competent
than 7t1’1eir superiors: in  the Works  Depart-
ment??’

The - PREMIER
Ozxley) replied-

‘“ 1. By members of the Bxecutive Council.

2. To-administer the Publi¢ Service Acts.

¢ 3.. By making a written request:

4 Ne” .

(Hon. 'D. ' F,  Denham;

BrIsBANE TRAMWAYS.

Mz, LAND  (Balonne) - asked the Home
Secretary—

‘“ 1. Hag his attention been‘drawn to a para-
graph in'the. Brisbane Courier of Friday, 1st
December; Téporting the breaking down of three
armatures: of - motors: of - the Brisbane tram-
ways: system;, with a consequent disarrangement
.of the  tramway service ‘and . great congestion
of ‘trafic?

2. Does" he "think that Mr. Badger's Te-
quest: for ‘“the"indulgence. of the 'public’: for
two days to allow the normal condition to be

 repained was o reasonable one?

[5 Drcemesr.] Munbilla, Etc., Railway.
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3. Has - he considered what the conse-
quences ~would -be from burning out of an
armature  with a-‘crowded car travelling at
top: speed: along oneiof the busy thorcughfares
of the city ?

4, Willh hemake further inquiries into the
question’of brake-power on ' the Brisbane cars,
in-comparison: with other tramway systems; in
the interests of the:safety: of the people?’’

The ' HOME, SECRETARY: (Hon. 'J. G.
Appel;: Albert) replied--

“10 Yes.

“2.°Yes;  under the circumstances.

‘“8. Not- having : sufficient. technical  know-
ledge, I cannot express an opinion.

40 Vel

ABSENCE oF COMMISSIONER FOR RAILWAYS.

Mr. MAY asked the Secretary for Railways;
without notice--

“ Has: he any  knowledge 'of - the present
whereabouts of the Commissioner for Railways,
or whether he ig lost?””

We ate all very anxiolis'about him, and tha
is. why I ask the question. :

" The  SECRETARY FOR : RAILWAYS
(Hon, W.' T, Paget;, Mdackay) replied-—=

1 regret to'say we have had no word from
the Commissioner since last Friday week. - We
had &' telegram from  Boulia a fortnight ago
to-morrow, ‘and’ since that: time the telegraph
liné to - Boulia: has' been broken  down. = The
Commisgioner may - still 'be at  Boulia'  We
have: taken every: step we  can: to:allay the
anxiety. - Mr. Ramsay,  of  Qondooroo; -neéar
‘Winton, hag" sent 'somebody : out ‘on horseback
to.:look  for: the Commissioner, and  the police
Have  been making  inquiries between  Boulia
and Winton, ‘and.doing all they. possibly: can
to:: ascertain the Commissioner’s ‘whereabouts;
but: the Police  Department, this morning, tre-
port to:me that if they send out to Windorah
and’ Palparara it will take at’ least four days
to allay: the anxiety.” .

Mr. - LeNNoN: " They: have motor-cars: ab
Oondooroo” Station. :

The:  SECRETARY FOR'  RAILWAYS:
Tt iz not' possible: for motor-cars to. travel.

he Commissioner has  three motor-cars; and
they are probably. stuck up; and I am afraid
those ‘rivers ‘are in very high flood for the
reason ‘that 6 inches of rain fell ‘in one hour
on the railway' construction works between
Malbon and Springvale.  We are doing all
we possibly can to ascertain the whereabouts
of the Commissioner, and to relieve - the
tension of anxiety.

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES, 1910-11;
AND  SUPPLEMENTARY LOAN
ESTIMATES, 1911-12.

The SPEAKER: announced the receipt of
messages from His Excellency the Governor, -
forwarding Supplementary Estimates, 1910-11;
and: Supplementary Loan Estimates, 1911-12.

Ordered to be printed and reférred to: Com-
mittee: of Supply.

MUNBILLA TO MOUNT EDWARDS
RAILWAY.

APPROVAL: OF ' PrAN—COMMITIER.
(Mr. J. Stodart, Logan, in the chair.)

The SECRETARY ' FOR  RAILWAYS
i moving—s

1. That the: House approves: of the:plan,
gection, and book of reférence of the proposed
line-from:: Munbilla’ to . Mount - Edwards; io
length 16 1miles 27 chains. :

Hon. W.T. Paget.]
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42 That the 'plan,  'section, and book of
reference-be forwarded to the Legislative Coun-
cil. for  their approval, by 'message in the
usual form: =

se}ld: Before placing this proposal before the
Committes I would like to say, in connection
with the railway proposals of the Govern-
ment, that two more railways will be tabled
during the current week; that is, a plan of
the proposed extension of the line from Tolga
to Malanda, towards Milla Milla, a distance
of about 8 miles, and plan of a propesed rail-
way from Cloncurry to Mount Cuthbert, first
section, a distance of about 40 miles. T think
it advisable to give this information to the
Clommittee, as owing to the unfortunate de-
lay t6 the Commissioner, who was on  this
business in the North and in the: West, we
have been obliged 1o delay the tabling of
those ‘plans. The plan of the railway that I
have: the  pleasure ‘of proposing this after-
noon is a hne in an agricultural district; but
it 1s also'another section of ‘what is called the
via ‘recta: - One section: of that railway was
brought by ‘myself before the House some
few years ago-—from Warwick to Maryvale-~
which has now: been completed and is open
for traffic.. The question of the via recta: has
been before the country for many: vears, and
now that settlement is so far advanced and the
traffic on the railways is so enormously in-
creased; I think it is rather a good: thing for
the Committee to approve of a railway being
built from Munbilla: to Mount Edwards.

Mz, HarDACRE: Tt is-a link in that direc-
tion.

The "SECRETARY - FOR: RAILWAYS:
Yes; this line of 16 miles 27 chains from- Mun-
illa to :Mount Hdwards is another link 'in
direction. :The estimated cost of the line

with 421b. rails is £81,176, equal to a
of £4.969 per mile. The Commissioner
estimates the cost of the necessary rolling:
stock at £2/480, making a total cost of
£83,656. If hon. members will refer to the
Clommissioner’s report, they will see that the
Deputy Commissioner, Mr. Pagan, reports—

1t is proposed to lay this line with 42-1b.
ratls,on-a i formationof 14 feet wide; with
2,640 sleepers and -1,100 cubic yards of: bal-
last per mile; same ag the Maryvale-Railway
but if the' Governmeént propose to: construct. a
direct. line. to: Warwick, vid Munbilla, in’ the
near future, I would recommend that this sec-
tion be laid as a’ first-class road with' 61-1b.
rails. in the: first instance.”

If1aid with 61-1b. rails the cost would be in-
creased - to £90,156--about: £7,000: more: =~ If
the Glovernment propose; in; the near future,
to ask Parliament to approve of the construe.
tion of a railway along the 28-mile  gap  be-
tween Mount Edwards and Maryvale, then' it
will be: advisable to put down 61:1b, rails in
the first instance.

Mr. ALLEN interiected.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The hon. member says his question demands
4 straight answer. That remark is entirely
uncalled for. The hon. member for Bulloo
will be able to get that information after it
has been decided by the ratepayers—the land-
owners in the district-——whether they will have
4 railway or not. They may call for a poll
and say they will not have the railway; and
by that time it is probable that the Govern-
ment will be able to say what their policy
is with respect to linking up between Mount
Kdwards and  Sandy Creek and Maryvale:
There is plenty of time to say whether the
road shall be laid with 42:1b; rails or 61-lb.
vails.  The interest on' the capital cost will

be £2,550, equal to £1 Ts. 6d. per: cent. on
[Hon. W.T. Paget.
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the estimated capital cost.” This leaves  am
ostimated - deficit of " £1,358; which i eéqual
to £L 125, 6d. per cent., or: & railway: rate
equal to 2s. Td: per acre on the 117,688 acres.
comprised in. the railway - district.  If “hon.
members: will turn to the last paragraph: of
the Deputy: Commissioner: for- Railways’ re-
port, they will' see that his recommendation
says—

‘“ Although this"line traverscs a. rich district
which is closely gettled almost the whole way,.
witha:towrnship already established at Engels-
burg, I’ do:not anticipate. the’local: traffic. for-
semeyeéars to come  will’ be sufficient to: pay
working ‘expenses -and interest at: the: rate of 3:
per:cent. onthe’ cost of construction, but as: it
has been ‘announced: that the Government pro-
poseasking: for:authority: to: construct the via.
recta; vid Munbilla; I am  énabled  to. recom-
mend the building of this: line from Munbilla
to Mount Edwards.”

I think that is - a sufficient ' answer fo  the:
hon. member who' has been: interjecting, I
have -had -the pleasure of :travelling: twice
over the route: of this railway, and through-:
out ‘the district.  The ' Commissioner  reports.
that. this is 'a very rich agricultural district and:
very ‘closely settled, and I am:able to add
that the large estates  which were: held at:
one time in that district have now: all been
cut up. and sold for: close settlement. I be--
licve the whole of  the farms are now: settled
upon: all the way from: Munbilla to the foot:
of ' the range:  The ' Commissionet’s - report
refers ‘to. the fact that pérhaps this portion
of-the line that we are now asking permission:
to pass. the plang of this afterncon: will be:
part of ‘the via recta. ' The question of con-
necting up: the: Southern  border line with
its rapidly increasing traffic by a direct route:
to Brisbane has had ‘the consideration’ of the:
Government. A survey of the route over the.
range was: made quite a number ‘ol years
ago; and the then estimate for: the balance of
the 'via recta—that was the 28-mile gap be-
tween Mount Edwards and  Maryvale; and
the bringing up of the Murbilla to Tpswich
line 'to the ‘standard. . The 'estimate was.
£300,000.7 T think that with the expansion
of settlement from  Warwick south and west
and with the ‘pushing out of the Southern
border: line,  which “is: bringing ‘a. very: large:
traffic into Brisbane which used ‘to ' go  down
to' Sydney, the construction: of this gap will’
become “an’ urgent Tnecessity  in  ‘the near:
future. - I. do- not. know that L. need  add
any more to what T have said.- With respect
to- the resumption of - the" land, the ' report
states—-

“ Private . property . is. iraversed : for . the
greater part of the route, and much of it is of’
good quality and  extensively improved; - the
cost of reésumptions  will: therefore be consider=:

able. . The total:‘area: required  (exclusive -of
station accommodation) = will be “about 180
acres.’t

That carries out what is the ordinary estimate:
of ‘about 11 or 12 acres of land being: required
for every mile of railway that is to be built.
Perhaps I may be permitted to refer to a
matter which eropped up last week when
some: railways ‘were before the Committee —
that ‘was as to whether it would be advisable
or inadvisable for the Commissioner. to give:
in his report the estimated cost of the re-
sumption of these lands. = I had a consulta-
tion “with the heads of the department on the:
subject. I was rather in favour myself of:
having ‘an approximate estimate put. in the
Commissioner’s Teport,  but ‘after very  full
discussion it ‘was thought 1nadvisable for quite
a number  of reasons: that the department’s
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estimate of the cost should be published.
I will give one reason. Suppose the Com-
missioner was to estimate the cost of these
resumptions at £1.000, and put it in his report.
The landowners on the route, even although
the land might not be worth £1.000, would
expect that amount. I think we might safely

leave the valuation of the land for resump-
tion purposes in the hands of the very capable

officers of the department. At any rate, they

will not pay any more than is necessary. for

the reason that it is not advisable to pay
more for land than should be paid, and also
for the reason that the cost of resumption
in every case is added to the capital cost of
the railway, and the people in the railway
distriet have necessarily to bear their share
of the 3 per cent. cost on that capital value.
L have already referred to the revenue and
expenditure, and the Commissioner’s recom-
mendation. In conclusion, I think it is highly
desirable, and it will be carrying out the
wishes of the Committee, that lines should
be built in agricultural districts. and that
these plans shauld be favourably considered
by the Committee.

Mr, Corrins: Are there any Crown lands
in that district? .

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Practically, until we get to the Range itself
there are no Crown lands. The only Crown
lands, as far as I am aware, are some distance
west of Mount Edwards or Sandy Creek.

Mr. MAUGHAN (Ipswich): 1 was waiting
to see if the hon. member for Fassifern would
have something fo say about this.

Mr. MaNN: It is miore a: matter for the
hon. member for Rosewood.

Mr. MAUGHAN : T can quite understand
that the hon. member: for Fassifern is per-
fectly - satisfied - for - the ‘short  time  he has
beon; nithe House. " It is something achieved
to have got-this line, which: for many years
has ‘been .made. a stalking horse.

My, AlLEN: We have not: finished with it
yot. ;

Mr. MAUGHAN: T can assure hon: mem-
bers 1 am very pleased to see the line, and that
it is within measurable distance of accomplish-
ment. T can quite understand the pleasant
appearance of the hon. member for Roséwood,
for the via recta proposal directly affects his
electorate. For many years we have been
told that if we would elect a Government
member for the Rosewood electorate the
Government of the day would build a via recta
along the Bremer Valley.,

Mr. Gravson: Do you want to draw a red
herring across the track? -

Mr. MAUGHAN: I am not drawing a red
herring across the track. 1 am only commis-
serating the hon. member for Rosewood on

the fact that once and for all that hon.

member had to go to Rosevale and say,
¢ 1f you return me as a Government supporter
you shall have the via recta.”
the via recta is now settled. \

Mr, G. P. Barnzes: You favour this too,

My, MAUGHAN: Most decidedly. I have
néver made any bones about the via recta.
Another thing, I take this opportunity of ex-
‘pressing my sympathy with the hon. members
for Toowoomba on the fact that no mention
has been 'made" this session of the Drayton
deviation:  (Laughter.) When the Minister for
Railways told the members of ‘the Committee
that there was one more ‘line he thought

1911-7x

1 take it that

 Oxley) : -
_error in saying tha
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he might as well tell the Committee about,
he (Mr. Maughan) was waiting with_ breath-
less anxiety for him to mention the Drayton
deviation:  (Laughter.) ~After all the promises
which  have taken place in- that famous old
battle ground - of  Toowoomba: for . the last
twenty-five years on: the merits and demerits
of the Drayton deviation, to ' think ‘that in
this year of grace 1911, with so many: railways

abotit the Chamber, the Drayton  deviation

was not there! “That ‘merely by the way.
But I say unbesitatingly that I, for one, am
pleased to think that at last: we shall know
that the route of the via recta is definitely
settled, and we shall know where we' are.
In common with other members, I am: sorry
that the experts of the department have not
seen it to provide for a heavier rail:

The SEoRPTARY ¥or RaILwavs: But they

_refor in the report to a 61-1b, rail: :

Mr. MAUGHAN: But we know that will
not be adopted.
The SEORETARY FOR RATLWAYS: Oh; yes!

Mr. MAUGHAN: I understand that the
Covernment were pledged to the 41:1b. rails
The SecrETARY FOR RaTLways: Oh, no!

Mr. MAUGHAN: You must not forget
{hat the other section of the via: recta, the
Maryvale line, 15 also to  be lai with
42.1b. rails. You - must Temember:  there
was a good deal of argument over that fact
when the 42-1b. rails were laid down. It
was distinetly understood that  the: heavier
mietal was to be put in. - There is only about
‘£7,000 difference in the estimated cost . be-
tween laying down the heavier and the light

motal ; and; having regard to the

[4 p.m.] slight’ amount of 'extra interest

involved, it ‘would  be:’'a . good
business proposition to put down the heavier
metal from - the ‘start. T know thig route
from.  Munbilla” to Mount Tdwards, ‘and: 1

“uinhesitatingly say that. T believe that even. .

as a-branch line it will pay.. It is-magnifi-
cent -country, “and it will pay those W‘l:lO
have not travelled through the Boonah dis-
frict and West Moreton well to make a trip
thore.  This railway will have the effect of
turning many grazing pastures into scores
and scores of smiling homesteads and farms.
I have no desire to delay the passing of the
fine, as I am heart and soul with it. There
will be no anxiety with regard to the people
who are concerned in regard to taking a
poll: I do not think that they will bother
about taking a poll at all. T am pleased

that the farming communities are’ getting

more consideration iin the last year or two
at the hands of the Committee—as it is not
the Government, but the Committee—(Go-
vernment laughter)—as we: are just as inter-
ested on this side of the House in exteénd-
ing railways into farming districts as the
Government are: 1 cannot récall a’ single

line being brought down which ‘would have

the effect of benefiting the farmers that did
not have the cordial co-operation of this side

of the House.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: What
about the line in the Maranod district?

Mr. MAUGHAN: I express my deep
sorrow with the hon: member for Rosewood
and the two members for Toowoomba.
(Laughter.)

The PREMIER (Hon. D. F. Denham,
The hon. gentleman is slightly in
- no reference has been
made to the Drayton deviation this year.

Hon. D. F: Denkam.)
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Mr.  MAUGHAN:  There has bsen any

amount; of reference to it, but no plans have
been tabled.

The PREMIER: I very carefully refrain
from misleading any persons or district in
matters of railways. This particular line—the
via recta—has been discussed for many years.
I have frequently expressed the opinion that
. the further west the Warwick line went the
more the necessity for the via recta, and the
more surely would it materialise. The line
is going west towards Dirranbandi, and it
_ will eventually strike in the neighbourhood of
Thargomindah, and that south-western traflic,
by reason of the construction of the via
recta, will be made possible for the port of
Brisbane.  Therefore, this . line will:not
merely serve a good agricultural district, bub
will seoure the far Western trade for the port
of Brisbane. Hon: members will recall that
on the Address in Reply: I referred to two
deviations which' were ‘considered  necessary
by the Railway Department in order to facili-
tate the ever inéreasing traffic. ' The one was
the Drayton deviation and the  other the
Tinana deviation. - I hope’ that next year, if
we are spared to come together again, there
will “be at least: three such liries passed—
namely, the Drayton “deviation, the Tinana
deviation; and the connection between North
and South Brisbane-=thus bringing the traffic
from New South Wales and the south side of
the river right into Brisbane.  (Hear, hear!)
1 have already  told the Prime Minister of
New South Wales that we would expedite the
‘ connection” between the southern: part of ‘the
Great Western line  with somewhere about
Tobermory; and we would: be: quite willing
to bring ‘the line: right down: to. our own
border; and he could connect with Bourke 'if
he would also expedite ‘the linking up ‘of the
line between Murwillumbah and the Tweed.

HoNOURABLE MEeuBERS . Hear, Hear!

The PREMIER: If that connection Is
made vid the Tweed, and the connection is
made between North and South Brisbane, it
will be the shortest ‘and quickest route from
Brisbane to Sydney. I had the pleasure of
going over the route of the line now before
the Committee. . So far ‘as: the terminus: to
Mount Edwards 'is  concerned, it passes
through good country, but the next link be-
tween it and Maryvale is pretty rough coun:
try. It is essential that the Hne should be
consummated;: as it will ' be ‘a benefit to the
farmers there and to'the port: of Brisbane.

Mr. STEVENS: (Rosewood): I have no
intention of ‘opposing: the acceptance: of this
line, and I do not desire to accept the comi-
miseration of the senior member for Ipswich
with regard to. my position. With regard
t0 the construction'of a railway in the Bresmer
Valley, the people in the Bremer Valley have
been looking for a railway for some time;
and at the present time 'a ‘survey is being

_carried out which I belisve will: be accom-

- _plished by about Christmas time, and I have

_ho doubt the railway will be built in"due
course. The people in'the Bremer Valley
_are entitled to a ‘railway; independent of
. whether it is a section of the’ via ‘recta or
ob. All I ask the Government to .do is to
nsider the question of the via recta as a
national guestion entirely, and keep an open

d with regard to the actual connection
il the survey is completed: “When that is

the two routes can be inspected and
erts can decide in favour of the best

Hon D F. Denham.
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line. 1 have not had the pleasure of traverss
ing the country to be served by this partion:
lar branch, but 1 have been inforimed by
the people in the district that it is a neces-
sary line, at all events for the first 10 miles.
Beyond that, ‘sofar: as my knowledge goos,
it will mot serve the residents so well as a
line down' the Bremer Valley. :Whether that
is g0 or not;  I'am 1ot in'a position to. say
from ‘my ‘own: pérsonal knowledge. T only
ask the Government to keep an open: inind
with regard to the connection antil the sur-
veys are completed; and allow  {he’ whole
question to be looked at from 'a national
point: of view. - When ' the connection  is
finally made, the route which is c¢hosen  for
the via recta should be that which will best
serve the interests of this State, and if it is
taken down the Bremer Valley it will save
the heavy cost of reconstructing the Fassifern
line from Ipswich to: Munbilla.

My, Arrex: And also the route: over the
range.
SMr. o STRVENS: © The route over : the
range will® be ‘the same in either - instance,
because the Bremer: Valley survey will con-
nect  with the survey “from: Maryvale  to
Sandy Creek.  There will'be no différence in
the cost whichever:line'is adopted; so far as:
the voute “over the range i concerned, bug
there will: be a ‘difference in the cost if you
take  into  consideration ' that  the  section
between Ipswich to. Munbilla has to: be recon-
strueted. . The Government would' therefore
save money- by adopting the Bremer: Valley
route. I "do not object to the proposed
branch line at all, but it should be left to the
experts to decide on the final routs; so far as
the via recta is concerned.

Myr. WIENHOLT (Fassifern): The reason
I did not rise to speak beforé was because I
waited for the deputy leader of the Opposi-

< tion or someone representing the Opposition

to ‘reply to the Minister for Railways:

am sure that if this line is passed by the
House it will give very general satisfaction.
(Hear, hear!} It is g railway which has
been:looked for for many yéars. Hon. mem:
bers ‘know that the railway 158 necessity
where you. have farming .districts growing
such heavy crops as maize, potatoes, lucerne;
and so.on; you must have a rallway to make
them a success.  We know that in the best
country the roads dre generally the worst,
while 1n the inferior country the roads dére
the best. . The Minister;  in. speaking  this
afternoon,: said. that the whole of the Fassi-
fern Hstate on being subdivided  was sold;
but- that ‘is ‘not quite correct. . Out of 41,000
acres submitted there were 35,000 acres sold,
leaving about 7,000 acres still ‘available; the
bulk of whick is rather inferior country. There
are about 115 new settlers in that  district;
and they are beginning to get their country
into’ & profitable order’as regards freight for
a - railway. It is exceedingly hard. to make
an.agricultural line: pay. I notice that the

- Commissioner: says that the line will return

£1:Ts.. 6d. per:cent:, but I think he has
made a slip-in arithmetic and we have been
credited with £100 less than we should be.
The question was raised about the 61.1b rails.
The :Minister ‘says that those who had to
guarantee the line shouid be considered: but
my own personal opinion is that the Govern-
ment should miake * one bite of the cherry.”
and put down the 61:lb. rails straight away.
(Hear, hear) As one who will have to
contribute towards any deflciency, T certainly
adyise the Government to adopt 61-lb. rails,
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and I will advise those in the district to do
the same, ‘as the first cost would then be the
last. T think it would be far better to use
the heavier ‘rails straight away. 1 have no
hesitation” in telling my friends in the dis-
triet that they will probably have to make
up some’ guarantee, and we aré prepared to
carry oub any guarantee we give. . In this
connection; some litfle talk has taken place
on'the question of the via rvecta. Of course,
it iy wrapped up to 4 certain extent in ‘this
railway, - and I think this railway has the
double  advantage ~of ~being: part of the via
recta, if Parliament agrees to carry out that
proposition. . The  railway s’ in“'a similar
position: to: that'of the line between Long-
reach 'and Winton. ~That is a good' line in
itself, .and ‘at one time I looked upon it as
having the additional advantage of, perhaps,
being  part of “a transcontinental line. = If
there is one thing I detest, it is making
political capital ‘out of railways.  We should
treat all railways as: business: propositions.
With regard to the via recta; I think the
whole: question-depends really on the seasons.
If we get a succession of really good seasons,
and our wool, live stock, and wheat produc-
tion on the Downs increase, then it will be-
come necessary to relieve the fraffic between
Warwick and Toowoomba by building  the
alternative line.  That is a business propo-
sitton. It 1s not a question of pleasing
Warwick or pleasing Toowocomba, or any-
where else, it is simply a question as fo
whether the department say it should be
carried out for the advantageous working of
the ftraffic. No doubt there will be some
difficulty in getting over the range, but I
do not think it will be any more difficult
than in ‘goins up the range to Toowoomba
in the first instance. ' If ‘we continue to get
good seasons, then the via recta—apart alto-
gether  from  political 'influences-—=must be
considered ‘as a business  proposition.  T'am
quite sure: the residents of this' district  will
baiexcesdingly ‘pleased. and’ it -will - assist
the: prosperity . of the whole of this part of
the: West: Moreton: district -if Parliament, in
its: wisdom, sees fit to- pass this line,

Mr. MANN-(Cairns):- I just rise to say
a few words in reply to'some of the remarks
of ‘the hon. member for Fassifern. I wish
to impress upon the: Minister for Railwavs
that even if this line would ‘cost’ a: little
more it “should be laid “with  61-1b." rails;
if it 1s poing to be a section of the via
recta, as it will save the department a con-
siderable amount of money in having to lifi
the 492:1b. rails ~and  replace  them with
0l:lb. . rails. T believe - in" iconsulting - the
local people to some extent,. but  in this cuca
the department should have the right to use
s whatever rails " they ‘choose, and ‘I am in
favour of using 61-1b. ‘rails; if  this rail
way is to be a section of the via récta. At
the! very most it would cost ‘the people in
the  district. £300 8 year extra, and as soon
as ever-the line: becomes payable, ‘that is
taken' off ‘them. I do not.think it would
cost more than '£1,000 extra altogether; and
that is not s great: deal when spréad over
the whole district;. T hope’ the Minister will
construct this railway with: 61-1b. rails;

Mr. ADAMSON (Rockhampton): I compli-
ment both the Minister: for Railways and

_the hon. member: for Fassifern on the pros-

_poect of this section of the via recta becom:
. ing an accomplished fact.
. twenty seven years since I'first heard of the

{56 DrcrmMBER.]  Mount Edwerds Railway.
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via: recta. 1 have been over every inch of
this country, and 1 know it Is execeedingly
good: country; and the line 'will meet the
wants of ‘a large number of people who are
settled on'the land.: It will help very mniuch
in. making ' their calling. a good ‘deal nisre
prosperous than it is at present: I am hope-
ful; too; that: in time the hon. ‘member for
Rosewood will have his piece of line to open
up:- the Bremer: Valley. - I'am’ quite certain
that people in the Bremer Valley are quite
as’ deserving ‘of a railway - as those between
Munbilla and Mount. Edwards.: - Then: there
is another part of the Fassifern  which needs
a railway:as: well. To:my mind: it would
settle. more ‘people. on' the land than either
this railway - or: a railway up the Bremer
Valley, ‘and that is an. extension of  the
Boonah “line: to’ Upper: Coochin. : Whenever
the time '‘comes for: the cutting up: of the
Coochin: Estate it will mean the settlement
of avery large number of people in. that
district.
The CHAIRMAN : Order!

Mz ADAMSON : I ask why it 1s;-when all
these railway proposals are being mads; that
the Central district is left out.?: At the time
the Rockhampton election: was on, it was
said the Roop’s Bridge was to be erected
right away. Yet the wet season is approach-
ing and nothing at all has been done as
far as that is concerned, and I do not hear
that there is anything in the proposals in
regard to the bridge.

The SECRETARY ror RAmmwavs: A minute
has been passed for the expenditure.

Myr. ADAMSON: Is there any likelihood
of the work being taken in hand?

The “SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: T believe
the Chief ' Engineer has it 'in hand now.

Mr, "ADAMSON: I have been  listening
to:the debate on this railway. and ‘about the
proposals yet to be brought before the House,
and, - while/ there are proposals to: build
railways in the Southern part of the State
and in-the Northern part, there is no pro-
posal-at all for the Central district. I want
to: call ‘the. attention’ of . the: Minister for
Railways to the  fact: that ‘out from Rock:
hampton there is a: very fine district named
Alton  Downs; ~where - there are something
like 40,000 -acres of very excellent black:soil
country, and there are also about 3,000 acres
of ‘good scrub land  just outside Rockhamp:-
ton.

The CHAIRMAN:: Order.

Mr. ADAMSON : I hope this line will be
speedily constructed. T would like to see
the  Fassifern district intersected with rail-
ways,- because I have been over that district
again ‘and again, ‘and it is a’ beautiful dis-
trict, but I hope the Minister for Railways
will: remember . that: there  are other places
besides” the  North: and South," and: that the
Centre has claims.

Mr. ALLEN " (Bulloo): I 'do: not rise to
oppose this line, as it is a line I believe in,
but I:object to: this continual talk about sec-
tions: of the via recta, ‘and: not: doing the
thing propetly. T hope ‘that if this line is
to: be: built; the Committee will instruet the
Minister - to use 61:1b. rails. I asked the
Minister, by way of interjection, what he
proposed o do, and T did not pet the kind
of answer that the Minister should be 1n a
position to give members of the Committee.
When the Minister introduces a railway, he

 Mr.B.F.S AU
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should be in a position to tell us whether
light rails or heavy rails are to be used.  We
have been:told the via recta is to come-—the
Premier has just said there is nothing they
take in-hand that they do not carry through.
Of coursé— ;
““The best-laid plans of mice and rmen gang
aft agley.”
It would be advisabls for: the Premier to
take occasion by the hand; and now, when
he has the opportunity—1 have 'no objection
to him having ‘the credit of passing the via
recta.  Now ' they ‘had the opportunity of
passing the via recta; why not do: it

The SECRETARY FOR: RAILWAYS . We are not
ready.

Mr. ALLEN : If they start to take risks
something  might. happen, and they might
not :get  the: opportunity again. = This via
vecta has been & bunch’ of carrots: dangling
before the electors: ever since I can remem-
ber, ‘and I think it is a mistake not t6com-
plete the scheme this session.

The SECRETARY: FOR: RAILWAYS ;- The other
link is'a very expensivé one.

Mr: ALLEN : T admit that the other link
is-an expensive one; but no one link is any
good “without: that missing link. - All" these
links ' are  serap  iron without that missing
link. " After all, the via-recta is going o be
hung up immediately . after 'the ‘elections:
That is ‘my: candid opinion:  I. do‘not be-
lieve the. Governméent are in: earnest about
it, as there is too much Teowoomba: influence
on the Treasury bench; ‘and the result will
be that the prodiucers in the Southern por-
tion of the State will be put to the expense
of paying for their produce to go round to
Toowoomba, and also to loss of time when
they want to come down to Brisbane.
Twelve months ago we had Ministers fall-
ing over one another in introducing that
wild cat scheme, the Great Transcontinental
Railway. It has fizzled out now, I believe.

Me. LenNoN: The Great Western Railway.

Mr. ALLEN: The scheme that was going
to paralyse the Federal Government.

The SECRETARY For RAILWAYS: It is evi-
dently paralysing: you.

Mr, ALLEN: Tt will paralyse you before
it s done with. - What  have ‘they  done?
They. have: lost” the Commissioner for: Rail-
ways; and: we have not: finished: with it yob.
1 see mno:reason why 61-1b.: rails should not
be used in: the construction of this railway.
There is no:- possible chance of ‘ getting the
via recta: through' the: Bremer. Valley,; for
the simple ‘reason that it will cost nearly
twice ag much as the alternative rouba will
cost, and:. I think that route: is. out of tha
political arena’ altogether. It is only: fcol
ing the ‘electors to attempt to: make them
believe there 1s the remotest chance of ‘that
line being ‘considered. I hope the Ministsr
will 'make this line a section’ of the:via
recta and not s patchwork affair. We hava
been : told: there "are - so  many sections - of
the via recta completed -already. ' There are
so many miles: of railway line along the pro:
posed: route; and évery one of those sections
will 'need “a’ certain amount: of  patchwo.k.
Even' the new: line built to  Maryvale ‘the
other day  will: have 'to -be patched: " The
| i Minister has not yet learned that
[4.30 p.m.] the chsapest way in the long run

' ~ will be to do the thing propeily
. at the beginning. T believe the ratepayois
in this district will asree to the heavy rails

r. B .E.S Allen
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The SECRETARY FOr RAILWAYS: I:have no
doubt they. will. ;

Mr. ALLIIN: The ratepayers at the War-
wick end gave the guarantee under the im-
prg}lsslon that they were going to get heavy
rails:

The SecrETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The Com-
missioner’s report said 41-1b. rails,

Mr. ALLEN: " Interested parties ‘do. tot
always. explain’  what the  Commissioner’s
report says. . 1f 1 am wrong in saying that, I
ask. the  Minister:if it -is not a fact when
they commenced laying rails there was an
outery about light lines.

The SECRETARY FOR RALwavs: There wag
never a word said ‘about it until we started
the platelaying  that' the' Commissioner re-
commended.

Mr. ALLEN: There will be none: of that
trouble in ‘this case.” So far as we have got
I do not know what rails are going to be
used; ‘and . no. member: of :the . Committee
knows. I do not think the Minister knows
himself.

Hon:; E. B, Forrest: You know 61-lb.
rails . will be used as 'a matter of course for a

- line of this sort.

Mr. ALLEN: It does not say so. I asked
the Minister & direct question; and he would
not: give it a direct: answer.  To judge by
Ministerial answers. and the: prating of ' in=
telligent. ‘politicians “every  intelligent ' indi-
vidual would have beén under the impression
that this line would have been built tweaty-
five years ago, ‘and it is not built yet.

Mr. COLLINS (Burke): From: what T can
see of 'the programme before us; by the time
we have passed the railways before us this
afternoon we will have passed: lines amount-
ing to £500,000. I listened very -carefully
to . the ' Minister, who has told 'us  the
usual story that the land 15 very rich: Then
L turned wup the report of the Deputy
Clommissioner, and found that he estimated
that this railway, which passes through rich
land and closely settled land, will only pay
£1. 75 6d. per cent. !

The' SECRETARY " HoR RAILWAYS &
owners pay the-balance.

My,  COLLINS : There is 15s. per cent. fér
the ‘people of the State to pay. I am' inclined
to think that this money: is not being put to
ity best use. This is ‘the second railway:in-
troduced this 'session which is going to pay
very. low interest on' the money invested. [
would ‘like to know whether the land is rich;
and whether it is being put to. its beést: use.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : It is.

Mr. 'COLLINS : I am inclined fo think: it
is not being put to its best use.: I have no
doubt that the building of this railway, like .
all other railways through' agricultural dis:
tricts; will ienharice the value of this rvich
magnificent land, a lot of which, according
to the map, is 1n 1,280-acre blocks. -

The  SECRETARY FOR: RAILWAYS i There are
some 680-acre: blocks, and plenty of 80-acreé
blocks:

Mr. COLLINS:  These large- landowners
will " derive “great ‘benefit: from  ths: building
of the railways. . I shall be told that they will
contribute any deficiency that may occur:

4 Hon. E. B. Forresr: They are willing to

o it. :

Mr. COLLINS : " But are there 'not other
digtricts in'the’ State  into: which railways

The  land-

could be built which would earn more thac
£1 75 6d. per cent:? 1 understand that
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mining: railways practically pay better than
agricultural railways,” but we are told by
members representing farming eonstitueucics
‘that “syndicate: railways are good ‘enough' for
mining centres,

Mr. Jo Mo HUNTER (Marenoa) :- I intend
to: support: thig line; as.I believe, like many
other. lines " going * into - agricultural - settle-
ments; that eventually, if 1t does not pay to-
day; the settlement in a very few years will
relieve not only the guarantors, but the tax-
payers generally of apy: lability. : For ithat
reason, 1 intend to support this line, aud all
lines which open up new territory, and find
homes ' to relieve = the  congested ' labour
market.  That should be the object: of all
railway building. I am' against :building

~ lnes into districts where you have large areas
of land held in fee-simple. I do not think
there is better agricultural or dairying land
in the State than ‘on  this line; 1. think
people who go out 16 miles from ‘railway
communication will not be able to bring
‘their produce to market and make 1t pay.

‘Maize and other articles will not stand long
carriage by road. No farmer can cart maize
16 miles and sell it at 1s. 9d. per bushel.

'There will be a loss of B1 7s. 6d. per cent.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: At the com-
mencement.

Mr, J. M. HUNTER : I would like mem-
bers to remember that they are building it out
into a closoly-settled district. T take it that
the class of settlement that is here to-day is
not the class of settlement which will be there
when this line is cdompleted.  The land is
being thrown open; and where there are
large areas to-day they will be reduced to
small ‘areas to-morrow.  The. tendency is to
cut up large areas into small blocks as settle-
ment - takes place, and the man: with: 1,280
actres alorig ‘this railway who: is taxed, and’is
not producing anything from the land in pro-
portion to the taxes paid, will be glad to cut
up-his blocks and let men: settle on the land
who will  put it to more profitable use.. The
hon. = member: for - Warwick ‘told " a- pathetic
story' the  other day about the: poor settler
along the  proposed Roma-Orallo  Railway,
but he' says nothing about  this one,  be-
cause it is ‘going towards that ‘long-desired
via recta.  There is only a difference of £ per
cent. between the proposal made to-day and
that made this day week, but'the hon. mem-
ber sits back and allows this railway to press
heavily upon the poor Boonah and Engels-
‘burg settlers; because it will bring it one step
nearer.to the long-desired :via ‘recta. . This
‘does ‘not: come . within' the purview of the
via recta. at all. I deal with it as an agri-
cultural line, believing: that “its construction
18 ‘going to be a’ good thing not only for the
people settled alongside it, but for: Queens:
land ‘as"a whole. I believe the railway is a
good: proposition, and :in:a- very short time
the people’ will: be relieved of the. responsi-
bility. that they are undertaking. ' They are
courageous enough to do it and if they did
not believe' in their own' district they would

<ot do it Compare the construction of rail-
ways to-day with ‘those in years gone by

Our Western ' Railway 'was ‘built’ without a

guarantes, and for years the general faxpayer

was called upon to find & or 4 per cent. to
“make good the money invested, bit toiday we
are making the people who own the land
which thé line passes through bear the re-
sponstbility. It is a good thing for Queens-
land to have a Commissioner and a Minister
. v;lho have courage to make a proposition like

this. .

future.

- yia’ recta before long.
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Hon. E. B. . FORREST (Brisbane North):
The hon. member for Maranos pointed out
the great advantage this line would be to the
agricultural settlement on this route. 1 agree
with that, and I believe there is no better line
than the one under consideration:  He said,
however, that this is nothing whatever to do
with the via recta.

Mr, J. M. Hunter: I'said it did not come
within' my purview in dealing with it.

HoN. E: B: FORREST: To iy mind it has
everything to do with the via recta. '

Mr. J. M. Hunter . T will ‘deal with the
via rects when i comes.

Hon.: B B.: FORREST: Ves, we will all
deal with it when'it comes.: We have been
dealing ‘with it. a great many years, It is
coming, ‘and if we all live long enough we
shall see the via recta. If weo are here next
session; I hope. we shall see it:  The hon:
member. for Maranoa speaks of this as. a
line'likely to do. great good. from an agricul-
tural pointiof ‘view, and- I agree with that.
But this ' is. what ‘the: Commissioner  said
about the via recta——

“But as it has been:-ghnounced: that the
Government propose -asking fori:authority :to
construct  the )L% recta, vid Munbilla, I am
enabled to recomimend the building of this:line
from Munbilla to Mount Edwards.”

The via recta is not in the dim and distant
1t is not far off.. We have got to the
top of the mountain with the Maryvale line,
and when you build this line we have gotito
the bottom of 1t. It is now a question of
money only. Railway construction is cheap:
ening, and if ever there was a line which
was wanted it 1s the via recta. If you go
into. the country and: see what is going ou,
and see the congestion that is thete, you will
koow about the via recta ‘and find that it is
necessary.  The hon. member for Toowoomnba
wants-the Drayton deviation. (Laughter.}
That is a line I 'am going to advocate when
the  time comes. ~ All these  shortenings of
lengths are. wanted.  There is a: congestion
going on up-on the Downs and right down
to: Brisbane; which is' something. that. will
startle people. - This is-a line which does not
depend. entirely on the traffic within its own
district: It will help to take the trade from
Warwick right to the border as well. That
traflic is not yet dealt. with and cannot bz
dealt with properly  on our. present . lines.
You will have to have the via recta, and, as
sure as God is in heaven, we will have the
i (Hear, hear! and
laughter.) )

Mr. MAUGHAN:  The hon. member: for
North Brisbane said that railway construc-
tion “was cheapening. ' That speaks well for
the construction “of lines by day labour.

OrrosiTioN, MemMBeRS: Hear, hear!

Hon. E. B. Forrest: Read what they
said in New South Wales about it.

Mr. MAUGHAN: There 'is mno  doubt
about . it that the cheapening of ‘the ocon«
struction ~of ‘railways:in Queensland is the
direct result ‘of construction by day labour.
There is one thing I would like to ask the
hon. gentleman: in charge of the railways.
1 am glad the Treasurer is here, too, ‘as he
has to provide the money to build the rail:
ways.  We are told that the. railway ‘will
cost about  £250,000. . Many years: ago
£500,000 of money was provided :by Parlia-
ment for constructing the via recta.  What
1 would like to know 18 if it i3 possible to get
hold of any-of ‘that money.

Hon. E. B. ForresT:: No hope.

Mr. Maughan.]
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Mr. MAUGHAN : Where is that money ?
Hon. K. B. Forrssr: You will find that
out all right:

Mr.- MAUGHAN : Long ago a certain
railway was built which was included in the
£10,000,000 loan proposals. That was the
line to: Liaidley Creek, which cost £30,000. If
the money could be found for the Laidley
Valley line, why could net it also be found
for the via reecta line. I can assure the hon.
member for Rosewood in regard to the
Bremer Valley line that he will have no
greater supporter of that line than myself, as
soon as the Minister brings it:down. ‘1 was
up there some weeks ago and I'noticed that
just before the by-clection there ‘was some
tallc of a survey of the line being: carrisd
out. I would like to know from the Minister
~—and it would be an interesting thing for
the electors of that district to know-—when
does he think ‘the ‘survev will be complete
for that line?. The hon: member for Fassi-
fern pointed ‘out that the time  wag  come
when ‘the existing: lines between Ipswich and
Munbilla “should” be regraded.  That: should
have 1o’ connection whatever with the pro-
posal now before the: Committee. - The Rail-
way ‘departmental officers of years ago re-
commended the regrading of that line, and I
hope-that the Minister will bring ‘down the
Estimates which: will provide for that con-
tingency, ‘as there is no: line that wants: re-
grading more than that ‘particular line.

The  SECRETARY FOR - RAILWAYS : I quite
admit that.

Mr. HARDACRE: (Leichhardt): I was in-

clined to vote for this railway, but the re- .

marks of the hon member for Brisbane
North make me hesitate. We leain from the
hon. member that this is not only the Mun-
billa Railway, but that it is also porticn of
the via recta. The hon. member has let the
cat out of the bag. (Laughter.) I think that
the Government, instead of sneaking in the
_via reeta in this way, should have come out
with a bold railway policy. I should like
to know what the Minister for Agriculture
has got to say about this railway. Has he
got no voice in the Cabinet at all?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : Were you
asleevp when the Premier was speaking. just
now: {

Mr. HARDACRE': What about the mem-
ber: for ‘Aubigny ?. Has he got nothing’ to
say? ~Are these members going o continue
..to support a Governtnent which- destroys the
interests that they represent ?

The SECRETARY - FOR AGRICULTURE: What a'

simple: child ‘you are!

Mr. HARDACRE: I'notice that the Com-
missioner: has set the cost down at- £2,800 a
mile, but it will’ cost a- great’ déal more than
that to:go to the top of that mountain. T
went. ‘to. the top ‘of “that" mountain myself
ongce, and I said that. the next time I went
there would be by balloon. It is so difficult
of access that it is impossible for any en-
gineer to. construct any useful line: there.

Mr. Gravsox: Vou got off the main track
and gotlost.: (Laughter.)

Mr. HARDACRE: Noj; I did not:. If
this line is going to the top of that mountain,
this ‘amount will not cover it at all. I do
not object to lines' going into agricultural
districts, but I want to emphasise what hag
been said by the hon. member for Burke—that
it is about time we had an amendmeiit of our
Railway Act to make a different provision so
_ far as calling upon the landowners in the
lpcahty to pay for some: of the benefits

[Mr. Maughan.
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which they receive by the construction of the
railway. = The moment  a railway is:con-
structed it enhances the whole of the land in
the locality to a very large degree. It may
lead to some. settlement; but what is more
certain is that it will lead to: an increase in
the price of land, and we make the land-
owners a gift of ‘that increased value.. We
might just as well throw the money into the
stréet and let people scramble for it; as only
a few get rich without paying anything for
it. We do not call upon the people to con-
tribute anything towards: the railway unless
there 1is 'a deficlency, and if there'is no
deficienocy for three years they are free for
ever afterwards; although: there may be de-
ficiencies in the working of the line later on.
It looks to me to:be a pretty foolish pro-
posal to spend public money by building
railways in certain localities: without calling
ot those who benefit to contribute something
to: the cost of those railways.  I'am: not going
$0 oppose this railway this time, but I think
it i time we built railways quite apart frome
the ‘guarantee principle,” and “adopted: the
betterment  principle instead; so- that: those
who' receive  a benefit from the railway will
pay for the benefit they receive.  No member
of - the House can . object: to  a  proposition
based on common- sense like that. When &
man travels on a railway he has to pay for
the benefit he receives, and the merchant hag
also to pay- for the benefit. he receives when
his goods are carried over the railways.

Mr.  TrorN: No, he "does not pay; the
farmer pays every time.

Mr.  HARDACRE :  We also’ make " the
farmer pay for any benefit he receives, and
why should we not also make the landowner
pay? 1 do not like supporting the railway
as it 18 based on our present Railway Act,
and I think we ought to have some improve-
ment on it.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Ths senior member for Ipswich referred to
the Laidley Valley line being constructed.
The plans for that line were approved of by
both Houses in 1902 or 1903, ‘and the work
was not proceeded  with for some reagon. I
remind’ hon, members also that the Clermont
to :‘Blair: Athol line was passed a considerable
number ‘of years ago,: and it was afterwards
constructed by 'a Government ‘of  which the
senior member for Ipswich wasg a supporter.

Mr. LenNoN:-It was & very good-line.

The  SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
I.-am not quarrelling about it; but erely
stating: the fact.  The hon. member referred
to the fact that we were introducing this line
under: the: 1906 Act, but there is: no parallel
at all between this line:and the money passed
for the via recta twenty-seven years ago. The
hon. member also asked a question about the
completion - of = the survey. of the Bremer
Valley line from Rosewood. . That survey has
not yet been completed.

Mr. MAUGHAN: Are the surveyors on the
spot? :

The - SECRETARY . FOR ' RAILWAYS:

es.. I 'may say that the survey was com-
menced -before the 'late Mr. Keogh's death,
and: the survey was being carried on, and had
nothing to'do with ‘the Government’s policy
during the - by-election.

Mr.  O'SULLIVAN: (Kennedy) - The Govern-
ment: are looking after the Southern part of
Queensland 'so far ‘as’ railway construction jis

concerned; but they are altogether neglecting

the other parts of Queensland further North.




_ I think that the landholders should be called
__upon to pay something towards the ‘cost of
constructing  this line. = The people in - the
benefited area have to pay & per cent., and
the Government have to' make: up’ another
1 per cent. Where 15 the money going to
come from? - Is it going to come out-of the
present £10,000,000 loan?

The SECRETARY For RArLways: No.
Mr. O'SULLIVAN: T think' the' Govern-
ment are doing & bit of firiessing. . We have

to pay interest on 'the borrowed money, so
that the quicker the line is built the sooner

will: we' bs getting some’ return ‘on the money

The' Minister: for -Railways' has

given ‘an  explanation about  sur-

[5p.m. ] ‘veyors being . in  a number of

places, “and’ I would like to ask

him what is ‘he going to: do' in regard. to

the survey of the Blair-Athol connection with
the Northern line?

The SECRETARY FOR RATLWAYS: I told you
last: ‘week he would be there.

Mr, O'SULLIVAN: ‘We were told it was
too: dry for the surveyors, and yet there are
two rivers running a short-distance from the
proposed;: routes; and there are  sufficient
creeks and’ rivers there to keep any ‘survey
party supplied with water.

The SEORETARY - ¥OR RAILWAYS: I had. a
man’ ready ‘to send there; but we were' told
there was no water.

My, O’SULLIVAN : If the hon, gentleman
would: read the report submitted by Surveyor
Phillips = years ago 'he would  find there is
glenty of ‘water: around there. Now we have

ad a breal in: the dry spell, I hope no ex-
cuse like that will be given in the future. If
we can spend more money- in: that distriet, it
will create a lot of settlement, and it will pay
much; better than this railway, because they
aré all Crown lands, and beautiful lands, too,
and ‘you could open up & new. province ' in
Queensland. ' I am' not opposed to. this rail-
way, but 1. do complain: very strongly of the
whole of the railways being built down here
to the detriment of ‘places in my. district and
further North. If we do not look after the
interests of those people they will be looking

. to some other power to supply them with rail-
ways. Look at what the Premier had said
about the Murwillumbah Railway.

. The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: I am only referring
1o what the Premier said.

The CHAIRMAN : That is not the question
before the Committee:

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: I am only showing 'the
needs of the country. " If it'is in' the interests
of Australia-and the Western parts of Queens-
land: to: link up with the New South Wales
lines, I ‘am quite ‘at one with the Premier.
Iam quite 10 accord with the Murwillumbah
to: Brisbane route. . The Minister should go
into this matter in" the recess and: see if it
iy not possible to go in for a railway policy
in my. district.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

My, OSULLIVAN: T think nearly every
member who has spoken hag referred o hig
own particular district, and I want to ' get in
100,

Question put and passed.

The House resumed.  The CHATRMAN re-
ported the Committes had: come to a resolu-
tion, and the resolution was agreed to by the
House.

expended:
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KINGAROGY TO TARONG RAILWAY.
APPROVAL OF PrLANS —COMMITTEE.

o The - SECRETARY 'FOR RAILWAYS,
in moving—

‘1. That the House approves of ‘the plan,;
section, and book of 'reference of the proposed
extension: from Kingaroy to-Tarong, in length
19 miles: 25 ‘chains,

‘2. That  the plan, section, and Dbook: . of
reference be forwarded to'the Legislative Couns
cil for their approval, by message in the usual
form:
said: This proposed extension from Kingaroy
to Tarong is: 19 miles 25 chains in length,

“and’isi an agricultural and a close settlement

line, and not only that, but I hope it is going
to be a link in'a through line connecting the
Darling Downg through the QOakey to Cooyar
ling; and the North Coast Railway; for the
purpose: ‘of opening. upan extensive: tract
of very ‘excellent country, and I also: hope
and destre to see that the through line will
be connected in time with Yarraman Creek,
the extension to which is now being built
from: Benarkin with the object of giving the
settlers the: option of either the markets in
the: North or the market of Brisbane with the
object ‘of shipping oversea. I have taken a
good ‘deal of trouble in connection with the
proposal of opening up the Southern Burnett,
and the Premier, when he was Minister for
Railways, also paid an: extensive visit to shat
distriet. I paid two visits to that locality,
and:travelled over a very great deal of the
country that is to’ be opened up by this pro-
posed railway. :
Mr. o Arpen: Will: this  line connect with
Bell?
The SECRETARY  FOR RAILWAYS:
That 'is ‘another  proposal - altogether, - and 'a
proposal that ‘will, no doubt, be carried out
m’ the near future. That is not the proposi-
tion I am speaking of just now:

Mr., RYLanp: Why not have both?

The © SECRETARY = FOR  RAILWAYS:
It will be quite necessary. to have both and
many other lines as well in that district when
the settlement warrants 1. We eannot build
all the railways at one time.. The estimated
cost of this railway is £68,596, equal fo
£3,293 per mile, which, with an addition of
£6,000 for rolling-stock, makes a total of
£69,506. The interest at 3 per cent. ig £2,100
per anhum, and the estimated net revenue is
£1.400 per annum, cqual to 2 per cent. on the
capital cost of construction. The estimated
deficit is £700, equal to 1 per cent. on the
capital cost, or equal to a rate of 7d. per acre
on the 272,640 acres comprised in the railway
district: - This line will serve the settlers: of
the Taabinga and Tarong resumed lands, and
I took the opportunity of asking the Minister
for Lands to furnish’ me- with “particulars: of
the selectionis on' those resumed estates Tight
up to date. - Thig is dated the 2nd of this
month—

CFOTAARINGA LANDS.

¢ First Resumption—- Acres.
Avea opened for selection 14,877
All'selected by 111 selectofs.
Second  Resumption-——
Area opened  for selection 45,400
All gelected by 179 selectors.
Final Resumption—
Area opened: for:selection © 85,149
Selected by 106 selectors L. 81,764
Open: 'for:selection—10 portions. . 3,385

Omne portion: of 820" acreg withheld
from  selection.)”

So that you 'see it quite: bears oub my con:
tention that the- land which this proposed

Hon.W.T. Paget.!
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line ‘runs into is admirably suited for close
sottlement: Let ws see what the Tarong
lands are doing— ‘

Y TAroNG LanDs.

st Resumption—— Acres.
Area opened for selection 13,679
All-selected by 41 selectors
Second Resumption—
Area opened for selection 21,425
. Belected by 34 selectors 020,882
Open for selection-—1 portion . . 593

Final Resumption—

Area opened for selection 18,791
Selected by 42 selectors 216,084
Open for selection=-T portions .. 2,707

When we are dealing 'with those very large
areas on these two different ~holdings, in
three resumptions, I think the Lands  De-
partment: might well be congratulated upon
the fact of having made these resumptions,
and having -ocut  them up: with ' ‘such’ judg:
ment that. within a' very short period: of
their being opened they were all taken up:
There are under twenty portions unselected.
I remarked- whilst -I' was speaking that I
hoped' that this would: form- another: section
of ~acomplete scheme that has been ~laid
down for opening up the Southern  Burnett.

Mr.  MaveEAN:  That ~won’t:end the
scheme:

The "SECRETARY  FOR RAI]';WAYS:
No; but this is another: section.

: The PrEmier: There is distinctly a missing
ink: :

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
There arc two missing links. What T would
like to point out is this: That the fivst link
in this proposal was the Oakey to Cooyar
line, of 38 miles: the socond 1s the one T
have the honour this afternoon to ask the
Committee to approve of-from Kingaroy to
Tarong, I would like t6 show the difference
in the distances when the various sections
are completed.  From Brisbane to  Benar:
kin the line is now completed; that js 111
miles. . From Benarkin to. Yarraman—that
is at ‘the foot of the Cooyar Range—the line
13 now: being “built—15 miles: that is, 126
miles  from -Varraman Creek  to Brisbano.
The connection between Tarcng and Cooyar
and - Yarraman--that . would be down - the
Yarraman Creek to- Cooyar—would be: about
24 miiles.

The Premtsr: That is'the missing  tink.

The SECRETARY FOR  RAILWAYS:
‘That is ‘one migsing link. That would make
it 150 miles from Cooyar t6 Brisbane.  Then
1 took it out anothér way. From Cooyar to
:Brisbane, vid: Toowoomba, will be 160 miles:
Then if the desp-water port is built at Uran.
gan, I have taken the fgures out so as to
show hon. members what it means.  From
Oakey on the Darling Downs to Yarraman,
vié - Maryborough, = and = vid Cooyar. Kin-
garoy; and Theebine—that is connecting - be-
tween  Kingaroy and Cooyar—the distance
will be 225 miles. The redson T take it vis
Maryborough is that it is a very shoit dis-
tance between the junctions, and it may be
necessary, in - connection . with - taking frain
loads of produce down the Burnett to Uran-
gan for the purpose of oversea ships, to take
these trains into the Maryborough yards for
the: purpose of marshalling  them.  From
Cooyar to Urangan Wouldabe 185 miles.

My, Arnen: What about Bell to Varra-
man?

. [Hon.W.T. Paget.
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Tarong: Railway.

The- SECRETARY "FOR : RAILWAYS:
I have not the Bell line 'under discussion: at
the ‘present time. I hope before my térm of
office’ expires to be able:to talk about: Bell:
Whilst I was running out certain: figures; 1
thought I ‘might as well:run: them out: to-
wards the north or east as down to Brisbane.
I think' it advisable to.give the Committee

_the information ~ which = I gathered during

two pretty ‘extensive trips . in: this locality.
I spent 'a considerable ‘time  in’the saddle
riding ‘through,  and.: there is" no. question
that the country through which this proposed
line goes is fully as rich as the country along
the’ Kingaroy hne:

Mr. Hopar: That is quite correct:

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
After visiting the locality I had it in my
mind " that  the " extension  from - Kingaroy
might’ run farther west than it does,-and I
asked  Mr.  Lethem, the chief surveyor, to
vigit: the district and make  exhaustive in-
quiry into that matter, because he also was
under the impression that: it might be ad-
visable to swing: the line: further west. " But
after. exhaustive: Inquiry  he' came  to. the
conclusion'that- it would ‘be wise to- leave
the route where it was originally: intended,
for the reason: that some of: the country to
the  west  is very much ' rougher  than: the
proposed -roube, and- the line ‘would  be a
costly one to build ;in fact, that the disabilities
generally were greater than the profit: which
would ensue from  pushing the line further
west. "I have  already spoken: on: the ques-
tion of the resumption: of the land, = All'T
can: emphasise” againis that I do mnot think
it advisable . that the Commissioner: in  his
report.should: publish i the ‘estimated = cost
of these resumptions.  Wé 'must leave: these
matters: to: the . officers: of the department:
Hon. members will see on page 2, in con-
nection with the railway district; that  the
Deputy Commissioner: reports— :

S Rathway: District.==The! map : showing the
boundaries of the area which, in my opinion,
willbe benefited by -the construction of this
line accompanies the - plan- and section: It
includes small portions of the Nanango-Kinga~
roy -and: Oakey-Cooyar ‘railway districts, and
I propose to- amend: them ' by  excluding the
parts -affected,. which' will.'be benefited: to a
greater extent by this line to Tarong than by
the- other: lines referred to.”

His recommendation’ reads as follows: -

I am well acquainted with the route; and
have. no- hesitation’ in recommending the con-
struction’ of ' this - line;, ‘which ' no: -doubt  will
ultimately. be: connected: with' the terminus of
the ~ Oakey-Cooyar:  Railway, thereby ' giving
through communication ‘between the southern
Burnett and. Darling Downs. districts 'and in-
creasing  the earning: power of the whole line
from Théebine to Oakey.”’

The Deputy Commissioner also reports’ that
the line "will pay zood interest if we are
favoured: with ' good ‘seasons. T have no
hesitation ~in. recommending " this " proposal
to ‘the  consideration of “the Committee: I
rather-regret. myself that surveys were: not
further: forward to- have enabled. mo to
make a proposal to the Committee for the
full: length' from Kingaroy. to Cooyar.. I
should have been much ‘more pleased: o do
so, but the surveys have not been made. Tt
is- highly: desirable that the. sélectors who
have taken up these lands which have been
recently resamed by the Government should
have full' opportunity of ‘economical transit.

Mr. HODGE (Burnett): I endorse with
the greatest pleasure the remarks which
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‘have fallen from the Secretary for Railways
in babling this railway, 1 S;'ee()gnise thg.t:
the: ‘proposition is one in regard to which,
if hon: members had full knowledge of the
district, they would agree with me in saying
that it i5 one of the best railway proposi-
tions that has ever been placed bofors this
Chamber. . Judging from the roport we
have nothing fo cavil at in recard to ex-
pense—£3900 a mile. If we wont in for
@ light line of tailway we might cut down
the cost to £2.000 a mile.

The SucreTary rom Ramwavs: Not in th £
. a the Burnett district;

country—it would be false economy,

Mr. HODGE: 1 have no exception to the
experts about getting their opinion here.
The country this line will traverse will be
quite equal fto the line from Wondai to
ng@roy. 1 recognise that this is one of
the bigmest propositions that has ever hesn
placed before the State in repard to opon:
ing up the country by light lines of rail.
way. In the old days, when the line was
constructed from Kinsaroy Junetion to

heebine if you look at the records you
will find that that railway has not paid for
axle mrease.  We sent it into this good
country, and what has been the result? The
poople have never been called upon for a
Pehny in connection with the ouarantee. 1
am perfectly satisfied that the line under
©onstruction fo-day is one that will never
but a burden upon the people who are
going to benefit by it. The people have
gone out three or four years ago and the
country hag opened up. This line 15 really
going out into development. These people
have been apitating, and T have kept the
matter very olosely bofore the department.
1 have agitated for it and I am pleased that
we hayve succeeded in petbing the line brought
down. Tt is one of the best propositions
from a railway point of view that has over
been tabled in the House.  The statistios
were given by the Minister for Railways,
who has everythine at his fingers’ ends, and

_ they were quite dorrect.  When
1680 p.m. | the line pets to the terminus; it
. will open up some fine Crown
iand. That is what I have always advo:
vatedthat the Government should build
railways to their own land and then theow
it open for selection, and that is what will
happen in this oase. The line goecs right
through the recently resumed holdings of
Tarong and Taabinga, and it then Dasses
on till it reaches Crown land.  There is
plenty of orazine country there and plenty
of agricultural country.  If there were no
railway facilities and you were offered that
land for 5s. an acre you would not take it

Mr. WinnsoLT: Ves, you would,

Mr. HODGE: You might now because it
has been opened up by a railway, but in the
early days they could not get 55 an acre for
it There are a lot of selections there, but
they were established in anticipation of the
construction of this line. It would have been
a.-better proposition if the Government had
built the line before those settlers went there,
and’ it would' have increased the value by £1
or:£110s. per acre.  That is ‘a commercial
principle which we' should adopt in building
railways. We: should get the benefit for the
State that is. created. by the building of the
railway.

Mr. Cortans: You do admit that the rail
way creafes the benefis? -

[5 Deceusrr.]
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My. HODGE: Of course I admit it~ Wo
should always send- out our railways ahead

of settlement.  I'shall have  much  pleasure
in supporting the railway:

Mr. MAY  (Flinders): On the opening of
the line from: Nanango to Kingaroy I paid a
visit to that district; and I was' surprised to
find such fine country there-—equal:in every
respect to the Darling’ Downg. - As“a’ prac-

 tical man I have had experience of land in
this country and other countries; and I-was

surprised at the possibilities: of “the land in
We' have a number of
railways the termini of which come within

a radius of 40 mileés in. that distriet, and
_we should do something to:link. them all up

and give the farmers and timber-getters in
that districk the benefit of three markets
for their produce. There is the ‘line from
Benarkin or Blackbutt to Yarraman; the line
from Oakey to Cooyar, and the line from
Kingaroy to Tarong. There is mno doubt
that they have good land, equal to the Darling
Downs, and it should be opened by railways
in the best possible way to give every facility
to the people settled on the land there, I
do not know where would be the best place to
make the junction of the three railways; as
that is & matter which would be: best  left
to the railway experts,; but we- should do
something to give the best facilities for reach-
ing  market to. those already: settled there.
T'he railways enhance the value of the Govern-
ment lands and also’ the lands: of private in-
dividuals, but you cannot help that, and when
they are all ‘linked up  they will  have the
best ‘markets north,  south;  east, and west.
I had the pleasure of visiting: that district
o fow  weeks ago, and I was told by in-
dividuals further -out"“not those 'who were
promulgating this railway—that the land out
back was even better than' the land T had
traversed. I said:to myself when I saw that
land: that i - ever & railway . proposal  was
introduced into the: Hotse to open’ up thap
land T would be the first to- advocate it, ‘and
that 1s why I have much pleasure: in support-
ing this line. = I'temernber in the early days
when ‘a. shearer friend of mine said that he
had: been to. the: Burnett district and it was
scme of ‘the finest land that: could be obtained
anywhers, The land ‘was going: at 2s.6d.
an acre, and he said he was going o take up
some. - He wanted to raise some capital ‘at
shearing time, and would then go down
and take up some of this' Burnett land, but
he found he’ could not raige. sufficient capital
to do so. ‘As hon. members know, shearers
spend | all: their " ‘money  between  shearing
seasony, ‘and ‘he could: not save. up enough
money.  He “said  that “the land . was  the

finest land in the world and was better even

than the Darling Downs. ' The: first: occasion
1 had to go up in that country it opened my
eyes, and 1 found that what my friend said
was correct. I found for myself that the
land thers was equal to, if not better than,
the land on the Darling Downs: Whenever.
a railway is introduced to open up farming
districts I am going to support it every time:

Mr. BOOKER (Maryborough)y: T bhave 'a
few brief remarks fo make on this railway.
t is a source of groat pleasure to myself
that the Minister for Railways has submitted
this proposal to the House; ‘and I take it that
every member of the House approves of if;
1t 1s only a matter of ‘tims now- after: the
construction of this section when the linking
up of Cooyar with the proposed. terminus

Mr. Booker,
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of this line will be an accomplished fact
When the connection is made with the Darl
ing Downs and the Burnett, there will be an
exchanpe of stock between the two districts.
The Burnett has a much more sheltered area

- than the Darling Downs, and although there
i3 a system of iusbandry that must be car-
ried on in the Darling Downs, no matter
how closely the Darling Downs is settled,
sheep-raising to some extent will be the
primary industry. It will be many years
before it will be an agricultural district en-
tirely. 1In the meantinie, as a sheep proposi-
tion, when the herbage ‘and pasture: gets
strong, the seitler, whether  big - or small,
has to keep down the heavy pasture with
cattle, and he has a difficulty in getting
what you may term. his ' scavenger:  cattle
down on his pasture. . When these cattle have
completed their use as scavengers, and winter
approaches, it is a difficult thing to get them
away -from the Darling Downs without any
losses.: ~This  occurs' normally almost “every
season. . This connection ~between the: South
Burnett and: the Darling Downs will enable
the: farmers: to train- their cattle out in the
Burnett on more sheltered country, and this
will be the source of very. great revenue.

Mri o ALpex i Which: connection’ do you
mean ?- The Bell ‘connection?

Mr. BOOKER : No;-the Oskey to Cooyar
connection.:  This ‘section’ will naturally be
linked up. with: Oakey. The hon. member
for: Bulloo suggests there should: be ‘another
connection. - This is not the only railway to
be proposed in' the South Burnett district.
We are going to have quite a number of
others in a few years. ‘That is a source of
revenue that is not indicated in the report
at all, and T am quite satisfied when com-
plete connection is made it will be a source
of very great revenue; and it will be a source
of very good protection to the farmers and
stockowners on the Darling Downs.

Mr. RYLAND (Gympie) : T would like the
Minister. totell us if there are any extra
engineer’s. veports with  regard  to: connect-
ing this line with Bell instead of with QOakey:

The SecRETARY FoR: RAILWAYS: That is an
entirely different proposition:

Mr. RYLAND: On:looking "at the map
we find that the proposed terminus is- only
about 123 miles from: Nanango, and that the
whole. of the 19 miles 25 chains run- parallel
with the present line; and is at no part at a
-greater: distance than- 12 or 13 miles from it.
To the west of this proposed line there is a
lot: of' splendid: country; and  more. Crown
lands, and the Taabinga resmmption is to the
north-west of this route. The proposed line
will‘run through “a . lot ' of privately-owned
land, ‘and T think the Minister: should give
the Committee some good reason: why it was
not: proposed: to connect it with Bell.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The object”

is to run it:south: to connect with Cooyar.

My RYLAND: It should 'run to. the
Bunya Range. I know there are engineering
difficulties, . but I am told there is a gap
there, and there are also engineering diffi-
_culties in getting to. Cooyar.

The Premten: Which route did the coaches
take when running ‘from :Nanango  to . the
Darling Downs?

An Howovrasin MrnseER: Vis Jondaryan,

1‘Mr. RYLAND: I am ‘told the engineering
difficulties are not so great in order to get

[M r Booker.
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- Bell.
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to Bell, and a line 1n that direction would
open up far more and better country. We
do not open up the Taabinga resumption
hardly ‘at all by this route. Tt is too far
south: :

er. Coxser: You open up a great part
of- 1t

Mr. RYLAND : The most of ‘it is on the-
Bell ‘route.

The ' PreMIicr . Not  ‘one selector  will ~ be:
more than 15 miles: from this. line.

Mr. RYLAND: I am sorry the Minister
did" not get an extra report on the Bell

route,: as I think: it  would be more satisfac-

tory to this House:
The: SECRETARY FOR RATLWAYS: It .has been
reported on time after time.

Mr, RYLAND: In a few years we will
be asked: tobuild  another line to Bell
Another thing,  this ' proposed line  will: go
through a lot of big freeholds: T would like
the Minister to tell the Committes whether
it is-‘proposed to have the. terminus at M.
Lord’s station.

The SECRETARY FOR RATLWAYS: I could not.
tell you. . This is a teraporary terminus.

Mr. RYLAND: Kingaroy was a temporary
terminus at one time.  If the railway had
gone. another ‘mile; it would have been on
Crown' lands, ‘and T am told that this rail-
way - will” be in: the - same  position. as. the
Kingaroy line. I think' the Minister should
see that those lands are resumed before they
are enhanced in value by the construction of
this railway.  If there:are poing to be town:
ships on this highway to the Darling Downs
the ‘Government ought to resume the land
now ‘and get the onhanced value. 1. have
been told by residents in the district that the
construction of this railway will enhance
the value of the land in that district, especi-
ally Mr. Lord’s, over £5 an acre. T believe
that to be corect. There is a lot of splendid
agricultural land in that district.

The SECRETARY Fon RAILWAYS: Have you
been there?

Mr. RYLAND I have been all through
that country. I have not been on My, Lord’s
station, but I have been within & few miles
of ‘it. I know the country; and I know what
the people “want, and' I know that the Go-
vernment. is not going to reap the advantage
of  the expenditure of  this money. If the
Government. 'werg to build ‘railways . into
Crown' lands  they ‘would ' then ‘get: all the
advantage of that railway. T would like to
ask+ Has the Minister not received a largely
signed: petition from the residents of this dis-
trict - asking him' to give due consideration
o the Bell route before he went on: with the
construction of this line?

Theo ' SECRETARY  FOR - RAILwAYS: T have
already told you the fullest consideration was
given to that, but it is an entirely: different
proposition.

Mr. RYLAND: If you are going to build
the other railway also———

The SEORETARY. FOR RAILWAYS : T never pro-
mised: that. :

Mr. RYLAND: You led the Committee to
believe that. a:railway to: connect with Bell
would ‘be. considered by ‘and. by,  Even if
you intend to: connect with Cooyar, I think
the railway should have gone to the west, as
you' could then: have branched off and joined
There -is splendid ‘country between
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that line and Bell, and while therekare en-

gineering difficulties in the way, I have been
told there is a gap there.

The bell indicated that the hon. member’s
time had expired. :

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member has
another five minutes

Mr. RYLAND: We ought to insure that
the people wil not be blackmailed at the
terminus by exorbitant charges for town-
ship allotments.  One or two big landowners
will probably charge the people great prices
for business sites. If there 1s going to be'a

township the Minister should: re-

[7p.m.} sume an area and supply the peo-

ple with the land. /It is not fair
to blackmail them in the way they have been:
There are large areas of: timber land, and
I am satisfied that the enhanced: value will
more than build the line twice over, and why
1§ 'this enhanced value not taken?

The SECRETARY - FOR ' RAILWAYS: = Because
there is ‘no law ~which  provides for - our
taking it

Mr. . RYLAND: Then we should make a
law. ' We are allowing landowners to  get

rich at the expense of the taxpayer, and the’

people: who work  these ' lands 'afterwards
have  practically. to  work ‘at a sweating
wage; with the result that the produce has
to ' go . paying railway  fares and
freights.  We want ‘cheap railways. We
should run our railways at half the fares
and ‘freights that we do at the present time.
The unearned increment produced by build-
ing these railways should go in some way
to pay for the railways, and we should not
have o charge high faves and freights %o
méeb interest and redemption.  In New Zea-
land the fares and freights are 50 per cent.
lower than ‘ours, and - they ‘are  reducing
them: still further.  Very few meémbers know
anything ‘about the country on the proposed
route. I have been over the whole districs.
In order that members should give an intelli-
gent vote in ‘regard ‘to these railways they
should have an opportunity of going ¢ver
and ' inspecting  the  country, ‘and. then  pass
the ‘proposal next ‘session. It would not: be
possible for every member to go into the
Burnett districs, but four or five could go to
that district and four or five to the Darling
Downs, and so on.  That would be doing it
in a business-like and intelligent way.  Even
members of local authorities go out and in-
spect: matters so as to see the best way of
proceeding before they pass the thing, but
we. pass the money here without knowing
anything about the district we are passing
the railway for. We should have the report
of the ‘experts so as to determine whether
this particular line should be made to june:
tion at Bell.

The bell indicated that the hon. member’s
full time had expired.

Mr. CORSER (Maryborough): I must
compliment the Minister for Railways for
having, notwithstanding the scarcity of en-
gineers and surveyors;, been able to get this
19 miles through this session. Tt is part of
a scheme to connect the Darling Downs with
the North Coast, and the scheme is a good
one.  The line traverses good agricultural
land-—Tarong and Taabinga are excellens
agricultural lands for close settlement. The
hon. member for Gympie states that we
ought not to run these lines into land that

i1g alienated. He must know that the land

alienated on this route has only recently been
alienated—Tarong and Taabinga.
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'The SECRETARY FOoR Ramwavs: 'The first
resumption was only settled two and a-hait
years ago. .

M. CORSER: You could not do any-
thing bettter in the interests of the con-
munity than to run a railway in the direction
proposed. There has been an agitation to
get a line from Bell to Kingaroy, but I look
upon that - as 'an entirely different proposi=
tion.: Doubtless; 'in' time that  will: come
about, 25 there is. some good. land: between
Kingaroy and Bell.: " The: object: of this" Iino
isto get as direct & route as possible’ across
from: the  Darling Downs to reach the Bui-
nett and Wide Bay, and when the other link -
i joined. between Cooyar . and Tarong, the
line: will be very largely used not only for
the exchange of ‘products. but-also for pas-
senger traffic, as people who wish to take
the shortest  route to: Sydney will go that
way. At the present fime we have to. im-
port “a large  quantity ‘of wheat to Mary-
borough which could come' from the Darling
Downs if we had: means of communication.
We oughit to do the same as they do in South
Australia and. export largely, and we shall
be able to: export. largely  from that port
when the Burnett: becomes closely  settled.
When I first knew South Australia there was
very little wheat grown: there, and people did
not: think ‘it could' be successfully grown. I
remember the statement-being made that not a
head of cabbage or cob of corn could be growi
on the Darling Downs, but these statements
have been proved to be fallacious. I am cer-
tain that we shall be able to grow ‘an enor-
mous  amount of wheat right along from
Kingaroy to  Oakey.  ‘Arrangements ‘are
being “made to get a suitable’ variety of
wheat for our climate; and there is ho: doubt
that eventually the wheat trade will be very
extensive,  and. that' this  land: will feed
Northern 'Queensland  with wheat and: flour
for many: years to come:

The SECRETARY. FOR RAILWAYS: They  are
growing very good wheat in the Kingaroy
district:

Mr.: CORSER: Very good indeed. ~ This
is 'a splendid' proposition, and I' hope that
one of the next schemes of the Minister will
be: the connecting link between Tarong and
Cooyar:

Question put and passed.

The  Housé resumed.  The. CHAIRMAN :re-
ported :that the Committee had come to a
resolution.

The resolution was agreed to.

WAYS AND MEANS.
COMMITTEE.

The TREASURER moved—

‘“That: towards 'making ‘good  the Supply
granted to:His Majesty, a sum not exceeding
£1,466,500 be raised by the sile: of debentures
or the .creation''and 'sale of inscribed -stock
secuired upon. the: consolidated revenue: fund of
Queensland, and bearihg interest at a rate not
exceeding  three . pounds  ter:  shillings ' per
centumn per annum. to provide:for  the répay-
ment of a loan falling due on the first day of
January, 19187 :

Ror the information of the Committes, he
desired to state that this motion dealt with a
loan which fell due in 1913, and the proposal
made herein was to practically renew 1t by
taking the necessary power. It would be
necessary to raise another loan. The loan

was for a term of forty years, and the in-
terest would be at the rate of £3 10s. per
cent. per annum. The loan which they were
redeeming was at 4 per cent.

Hon. W. H. Barnes.]
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Mr. Lienxox. Have you signed it “ Wilson
Micawber:?’?

The ' TREASURER: The hon. member
was such a student of Dickens that ke would
be able to tell them all about it 'when: he
got-up to speak.

Mr. LENNON asked if it was to redeem
the Treasury bill due next year?
The TrreAsuren: If is to redeem a loan.

Mr. LENNON: Wkre there two: lots of
debentures?

The Treasurer: T will give you the full
amounts.
different amounts. :

Mr. LENNON: It was time that they did
something to make arrangiments for redeem-
ing some of ths loan ‘which they - floated.
Recently they established a sinking fund on
a small scale, but it was better than nothing,

The 'nmasvrrr: It is provided for here:

Mr. LENNON understood that the present
debenture holders were to be given some kind
of preference.

The TrEASURER: You are confusing. this
with something else:

Mr. LENNON asked if the loan was to be
floated in England or Australia?  On - glanec-
ing through publications: like the. “Insur-
ance and Banking Record:” and other finan-
cial journals, he noticed: the enormous accu-
mulation of money in: thiyAustralian and
New Zealand = banks, amounting “to over
£212.000,000. He thought they might make
an attempt to float the loan in Australia.

The TREASURER : This is not the proper
time to discuss the question.  The Bill will be
introduced to-morrow, and that will be the
‘proper time to discuss it

Mr. LenNon: Very well.

Question put and passed.

The House resumed. The CHATRMAN re-
ported the Committee had come to a reso-
lution, and' the Committee obtained leave to
sit - again to-morrow. Tt was ordered’ that
the resolution be: recéived: to-morrow.

PIALBA TO URANGAN RAILWAY.

The. SECRETARY FOR. RAILWAYS: I
beg: to-move that the Speaker do now leave
ths ichair, and the House resolve itself into
a Committee of the Whols: to consider  the
following resolutions:i—

ok That the House ‘approves . of the: plan;
section, and:book of ‘vreference of the proposed
extension from Pialba to Urangan,  in' length
Homiles 13 chaing:

2. That:“the  plan,gection; and  book' of
reference be:forwarded to the Legislative Coun-
: gil for their approval, by message in the usual
orm.’’

Mr. WHITE (Musgrave): When this motion
was called ‘this afternoon, I called “Not
formal ”?- b0 ib: . One of the reasons T had for
doing so: was that it would not opsn - up any
new - country. . This: railway goes  through
what. is practically & barrén  district. It is
absolutely  barren, -and  vou ‘can  practically
grow nothing along the line of railway itself.
It will certainly open. ub' a railway. to' the
sea, where it will benefit "a few landowners
and: a few allotment-holders. - But T cannot
see. any. . possible. benefit: that iy going: to
accrue - to: Queensland. - Urangan is: not ' &
deepwater port’ in ‘any sense of  the word.

(Laughter.)  If aryone will take the trouble

[Hon. W. H. Barnes.
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'They total £1,466,500, made up of

Urangan  Railway.

to -look ~at the chart; they will' see that
Urangan: 1s only - a series of ‘sandbanks with
no- defined - channel.

Mz, CorsEr: What rubbish!

My WHITE: If there is any attempt to
make “a port: there, it will mean that there
will have to be a system of dredging. which
will be continued: practically for evier, as it
igpractically a series. of shifting sandbanks.
If - the  railway " is ‘constructed  there and . a
jetty -built, the jetty will only be fit: for fish-
ing . purposss.’ : ((Laughter.)

M. BaRBER:  And  then only 'at high
water.  (Laughter.)

Mr. WHITE : The Minister 'did not make
any explanation about - the railway, 'as’ he
usually - doss ‘when' introducing ‘a' railway.

The SrEcRETARY FOR RATLWAYS: This is not
the proper time:

Mr. WHITE: If a railway is built there,
we _have ‘no ‘guarantee that. the deep sea
ships. - will- be  prepared: to: call. there,  We
have the experience of Port: Alma.  If there
is “one: vote  which I 'regret giving in’ this

- House it is' the  vote which I 'gave to.the

Port: Alma - Railway. ' Well, this port will be
worse than Port Alma:

The SECRETARY ¥OR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
There is deep water at Port Alma.’

Mr, WHITE: There is deep water at: Port
Alma; but will: the vessels ever go- there.

The - SEORETARY  FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
They are going there now.

Mr. WHITE: Well, I hope the Port Alma
Railway and the port itself will be a suiccess.
I am quite satisfied that this port of Urangan
will ‘never ‘be ‘a sudcess.

Mr. -MAvGHAN: Do you know it?

Mr. WHITE: Yes, I do know it.  In:the
last fow days lihave %one over the chart: I
weént - over: it carefully ~with the  shipping
master, and he assured me that there is no .
hope of ‘making ‘aport at Urangan Point.
Anyone who ‘would read: the Commissioner’s
report would see that he had no faith in the
veport at ‘all. - It 13 onlv & lukbwarm report.
This was what the Commissioner said.. T take
this from- the: Maryborough Chronicle-—

e had endeavoured o obtain’ reliable re-
turns i of the oversea. traffic’ which: might: be
reasonably. expected: to be landed: at. Urangan
it good ~berthing  facilities were provided: for
large steamers, but unforfunately the oversea
and interstate. figures are not now. kept sepa-
rate. The imporis and exports of Maryborough
for - the' last o year totalled '~ approximately
£20,000, but it was impossible to''say  what
portion ofthat amount would still’ be sent up
and down:the Mary River in the small 'vessels
oriwould b rcarried by rail:even:if’ the: line
were built to: Urangan.: 'There were large and
fertile areas to the west of Maryborough with
immense - guantities’ of  timber and -plenty of
lanrd - suitable:for “agriculture; in. fact, 7,000
acres: were ‘now. under’ cultivation, while: the
recently-opened  railway’ to: Nanango and the
line “now ‘under construction’ to Mundubbera;
not to speak of the new proposed line to Tarong;
would all-add: to the trade of the district; and
bring ' a -share of -business to Urangan. -The
official figures from the Department of:Agricul~
ture -and: Stock: showéd -that: during: the vear
ended - 30th -June last,” Maryborough- district;
including Nanango,: produced: 22,000 tons  of
maize, 25,000 tons. of  sugar, 1,100 tong of
oranges, and. 1,000 tons of butter, and great
guantities ot log timber had been shipped dur-
ing:. recent years, -but; as he had previously
stated; he could not estimate any proportion of
that trade that would go to Urangan. Soms
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toal shipments of traflic might be éxpected in

the future ‘as- the Burrum: field was. only 30
miles: from. the proposed  port.’?

Burrum - is- the same  distance from Mary-
boroughi - I would: be ‘sorry indeed to. op-
pose any  railway that would open up any
new country, but this railway would not do
it There are plenty of facilities: for ship-
ping at Maryborough, and the trade will all
go: irom Maryborough-by the river steamer:
I'am not a candid friend of the Government,
but: I 'remind the Government that during
the next: four years they have to provide
£20,000,000: to meet  loans 'falling ' due . and
to build: the’ railways: brought  before  the
House. - I think: this House -is going a  bit
too - far with  the' construction of ~railways,
and I :hold ‘that: railways to be constructed
ini the  near  future ' should be
[7.80 p.m:] railways  to districts  where  the
) amount of . money: received from
the land will pay for the coustruction ‘of
the railway. I make a protest in this case
because, during the last sixteen or twenty
years, Maryborough has had expended: on
railways nearly £1.000,000. = They have had
the Theebine to Kingaroy Railway, the
Mundubbera to Gayndah, and the Cordalba
to Pialba railways.  All those railways
have been constructed in the vicinity of
Maryborough, and not one sixpence has been
nt in the distriet I represent. I do not
blame the members for Maryborough for
urging their claims on this House, either just
or unjust claims, but I certainly think Bun-
daberg has claims as well We have a far
better deep-water port within 7 miles of
Bundaberg, and can we get a railway to
it?  Certainly not. We were refused a rail-
way, and the shire council had to borrow
money from the Government and build a
railway themselves. We wanted a railway
to lgo through good country to. the Invicta
Mill. : .
The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. WHITE: A private railway had to
be built. 1 consider 1 am perfectly justified
in lodging a protest against this railway
when there is no prospect of it paying: Of

course, there is 3 per cent. guarantes, but

when there are other distriets where railways
are urgently wanted and where railways
would pay handsomely and where the Go-
vernment could sell lands which would repay
three times over the cost of the railway, those
railways should be constructed before we con-
struct  fancy railways to imaginary ports
that are not likely to be of any use to
Queensland or the district itself within the
next twenty ‘years. T think there is plenty
of 'time for: that, and I certainly intend fto
vote ‘against the railway. . Firstly, because
I do not think it will pay; secondly, because
I 'do.not think it ig required; and, thirdly,
1 do. not think Urangan is a'deep-water port
at all: I have prepared statistics, but I do
not think ‘it is neceéssary ‘to go into this
matter very:much further. . In finishing, 1
would like to:refer to: the Commissioner’s
report:. - The report, if anything; shows con-
clusively “that the Commissioner : does | not
think this railway is either justified or that
it will-pay.

Mr. Comser: He says, ‘I recommend the
extension.”’ : ‘

Mr: WHITE: kOf course, he doés. We
have heard so 'much of it in this House; and

1 have no doubt- that the Commissioner has
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 heavy.

Urangan Railway. 263%

heard so much ‘of it that he is glad to set
rid of ‘it Anyone who:likes to'read between
the lines: of the Commissioner’s report must
cote “to- the conclusion that the Commis:
stoner 1is not. absolutely of ‘opinion that this
railway would be a good paying projeect, nor
i it justified under  present conditions, as
the whole: of ‘the money tequired should be
put into: railways: that will “open up. new
country.

Mr.BARBER - T would: just like -to have
a: word or two-on this matter: In the first
place, in "going through' this report, I find
715 not: the report of the Commissioner at
all. - It7is the report-of the Deputy Commis=
sioner: for Railways. ~The report, in my
opinion; does ‘not in any degres whatever

“support: the construction of this-railway. ~As

has' already  been pointed out by the: hon:
member  for' Musgrave; this line will" nio$
open - up- new- country. - The  paragraph
referring  t6' the  character - of the: country
says—

“The " survey . traverses =~ thickly-timbered,
undulating country for 4 ‘miles, after which
the: ground: is: practically  level. ' A:'consider=
able area’ has: beei cut:.up: into small’ lots for
seaside  residences, more  particularly  in the
vicinity of 114 miles and Torquay (234 miles):
This short extension is to provide Maryborough,
the back country, and the Burrum' coalfields
with' a deep<water port; which will be obtained
by the  construction of ~a jetly as contem~
platgq, by the Harbours and Rivers Depart<
ment,

As a matter of fact, from personal observa-
tions on g visit to that district, I am satis
fied that the people who are going to benefit
most by the construction of this line are nos
the producers—because it will not bring any
more land under’ cultivation—bat the land
sharks and land speculators’ who! own' miost
of the land there will receive a tremendous
merenent by reason of this line being built,
and they will make a considerable pile on
theirispeculations in that district. Reference
has been made to the gquantity of land which
it is said will feed this' line~“that is; land
out 'in the back country along the Degilbo
and Kingaroy lines—becaise * its. veal object
is to establish a deep-water port for the pro-
duce grown away in the back country.  Re-
garding the question of the resumption of
land, the report points out-

* As private property is traversed: through-
out, and a considerable portion of it is'in small
areas, the cost of resumptions will be somewkat
: The fotal area (exclusive of land re.
quired for station accommodation): will ‘be
about 185 acres.”’

And there 18 no doubt, taking as a criterion
the number of lines that have already been
constructed i Queensland, and especially
those lines that have been constructed throuch
private property-for instance, the line be:
tween South Brisbane and Manly, which, I
believe, cost £15,000 or £14,000 a mile; the
chief reason for which was that the land was
held by private individuals, which ‘necessi-
toted very heavy payments being made to
them -the resumme of these 140 acres will
mean that the Government will have to payv
to the land speculators a very heavy  sum’
indeed, and the farmers residing in ' the
Pialba district will be called: upon to meet
a fairly heavy imposition to pay the interest
on this line. A ‘good many meén following

the life of seamen on our. coast look upon
“the proposal to establish a deep-water port

My, Barber.]
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t Urangan more in the light of a joke than
anything else.  When referring to this
matter last year In connection with the Mun-
dubbera extension, I pointed out that, after
tting in a good many hours in studying
all the charts I could get hold of, I found
that the whole place surrounding this deep-
water port—the spot at the end of the
jetty is supposed to contain 2 or 3 fathoms
of water at low-water springs, but the great
difficulty is to be able to navigate large
vessels into this puddle-hole. “As 1 said last
year, the whole surroundings is & corruga-
tion  of sandbanks and & mudbanks,  inter:
spersed with small, narrow, tortuous chan-
nels, and not too wuch water at that. I
pointed out also that oversea vessels trading
to Australia and  leaving ‘Brisbane to' go
round Torres  Strait would have  to  go . a
very considerable distance out’ of their way
to come down  to this' deep-water  port to
pick up cargo. I have submitted the state-
ment I then made to. some of ;the marine
officers,” who  know the channels there, and
they quite agree’ with it. . As reported on
page 2725 of Hansard, for 1910, I said—

“““We ‘also have a proposed deep-water port;
possibly far: better- situated than the port the
Hon. member has dilated upon in this: Chamber,
and’in this respect=-that the steamers coming
to: that supposed ‘deep-water. port. would have
first of all to go right round the uvorthern end
of Fraser Island: and then double down: south
no-leéssizadistance than 60 miles; "and after
picking up cargo there they.would have to:go
back on: their tracks for-another 60 miles:”’

Anyone who likes to take a square and com-
pass and mark off the track followed by
steamers and see the distance they have to
travel back south, will find that these figures
are pretty well within the mark. I went on
to point out that we have a far better site
for a deep-water port, which has been re-
_cently reported on by the departmental
officers, whose report is in the hands of the
Treasurer, together with a chart showing
that there are no sandbanks at that place,
and within a quarter of a mile of the shore,
you have not less than from 2 to 4 fathoms
of . water. ‘That place was reported upon
many years ago by Admiral Scott, who re:
ported that it was the best place for a naval
base anywhere on the Queensland coast.

Mr. Crawrorp i Where is that?

Mr. BARBER'": Just south of the Burnett
Heads.' As I pointed out last year, a steamer
leaving Brisbane and having to pick. up cargo
at Urangan would have to go ‘round the end
of Fraser Island ‘and double back: about 60
miles, ‘and then go back that 60 miles again,
before getting ‘on her way; whereas 1n going
across to: the deep-water ‘course I referred to
she ‘would not have to go out of her courss
more than 25 miles. - She would have practically
got a clear course there. This is an important
matter to the people:and  district of Bunda-
berg..: ‘As the hon. member: for Musgrave
has pointed -out,  whereas the 'Government
propose to. spend this large sum of ‘money in
building these several miles of railway, which

. will not open up any new country, and to
_sink this large sum of money in that puddle-
hole, which is said to be suitable for a port,
cur people want to know where Bundaberg
is coming in? Tast year the hon. member
for Musgrave and  myself went into  this
__matter very thoreughly, and we are of
__opinion that the (lovernment are not giving
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us 2 fair deal.  For twenty-five years not one
sixpence has been spent in our district in
extending railways,

The SPEAKHER: Order!

Mr. BARBER: At the same time, money
is ‘being spent ‘to further the intérests of this
particular place: " If ‘a division is/ called on
this matter; I intend to vote against: the: reso-
lution that the line be constructed:” I am sure
that the settlers of the Pialba district, : who
for the last two or three years have had to
bear a - big impost to make up- the interest
charged on that line, will' be charged with a
far heavier impost 1f this line “and harbour
are ‘constructed than what they had to pay
towards the construction of the Pialba line.

Lrsvr.-Coronerl RANKIN': My first action
in- Parliament as' regards this " port: was in
1905, ‘when I quoted niy opinion as to the
necessity of a: port” for the Wide Bay. and
Burnett. and its great hinterland, and I have
never: varied: from the opinion I then ' ex-
pressed. . The “hon.: member  for Musgrave
said that this. was not going to open up any
new land; and consequently was not going to
be of any value.. The construction of . this
5 milss ‘of railway is mot with the  view of
opening up new: land, but with the view of
giving facilitiss to the land already ocoupied
by providing a market for their produce:over-
sea. He also said that the line does not travel
through good country.  No one says: it does;
but the Pialba line, of which this is an ex-
tension, travels through country identical to
this; and that line paid £3 19s.° 2d. per cent.
i 1909-10 ‘and £5 4s: 2d. per cent. last year.
e also-says that he has: shown: some charts
{0 some  ancient —mariners—(laughter)—and
those ancient 'mariners “said there 'was mo
watber there. I prefer to take the statement of
a professional man who is placing his reputa-
tion at stake. I will quote what Mr. Cullen
says with regard to this port. I am quoting
now from my speech in Hansord, of 2nd
August, on the Address in Reply. Mr.
Cullen says—

“ wrom a critical examination of the charts,
and from some personal knowledge of the coast-
line theve, T am of opinion that Urangan Point
is the only locality possessing c¢laims worthy
of consideration as.a deep-water port; more-~
over, it ‘could be connected with: the railway

"system of the district without prohibitive cost.”

Whose opinion do you prefer to take—that of
the " hon. member for Musgrave’s ~ancient
mariners or. that of this professional man?

The SPEAKER: Order.! Is the hon. mem-
ber  quoting from s report of Mr. Cullen; or
from his own remarks? :

Lizot CoLoNeL: RANKIN: I am' quoting
from the report of Mr. Cullen.

The SPEAKER : The hon. member will not
be in' order in quoting his own remarks from
a speech made in the same ‘session of Parlia-
ment: ‘

Ligvur.-Coronur, RANKIN: I am duoting
from: Mr. Cullen’s report.

Ths SPEAKER: 1 accept the hon. mem-
ber’s assurange.

LiguT,-CoroNEL  RANKIN :

“rolget fo Urangan: from  the 'séa there are
two: bars to: crogs—the outer one; 8 miles from
the jetty site; consisis of fine ocean’sand, and
has a. depthof 19 feet at low-water springs:
the inner-one:igabout 1 mile from- the sits;
and “consists: of soft material “overlying hard
clay. It has-a depth of 18 feet at low-water
springs: mAccess from sea for: larger vessels ig
therefore  limited :to:ithe  high-water ‘period;
when: vessels ‘drawing 24 to- 25 feet of: water
could enter: :
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At the site selected there is a depth of 26

40 28 feet on the outside berth, and 24 to 25
feéet on the ‘inside ‘berth ai low-water springs,
-with ample room to. turn; and good holding
ground for anchoring. It is; so far as the
strata. are conceérned; favourable froin & con-
struction point of view.”
"This conclusively shows that so far as the
port is concerned we have nothing to fear as
regards water.  The Commissioner’s report;
which: I submit is entirely favourable to this
proposed ‘extension, points out very clearly
‘that you: are not depending on the port; but;
«even:if it were not so, I submit there would
be quite sufficient income from other sources
toeover the small expenditure that is going
to be incurred. In looking over the Railway
Comimissioner’s report last year I find we
zeceived from the Wide Bay and Burnett
districts over £16,000 in coal’ freights.. The
report in connection ~with  this ~proposal
shows: that ‘the whole ‘outlay would  come
1o £700 & year. That 'is not: & very big
<harge. ‘According  to ‘the ~Mines Depart-
ment ‘report, we imported from’ New South
Wales during 1909-10 something - like 55,000
tons of coal and 45,000 tons of coke. - That
coal could have:'been supplied from the dis-
trict if we had had & port: from which to
iship “it. - The: whole of the. district is' one
coalfield, - and by ' getting ' a -port it ‘would
lead  to the expansion of  the trade there.
It would: mean further development and: an
increase  of ‘trade; ‘and it would require’ a
very small sum to. make the port a payable
concern. - The ‘hon. member for Bundaberg
said ‘it was simply & whole bunch of ‘sand-
banks: © I do not know where he got his
information: from.

Mr. BarBir i Look at the chart.

Ligot-CoLover RANKIN: I know  more
about the: chart than' the hon. member does,
and: I have been over the ground. I have
studied the site at low water and high water,
and I differ from" him in' one particular—
that' I happen to know what I am talking
about. . So far as the south and the west are
concerned; - the : port ~is’ practically - land-
locked.  The only danger that could possibly
be incurred would be from a northerly blow:
The very sandbank which we have heard so
much about from the two hon. members
who have spoken is simply a sandspit
which runs out from the north side, and
carries 3 fost of water at low-water springs.
As pointed out by several people, and,
think, by the harbour-master at Maryborough,
that spit acted as a most excellent break-
water in the event of a northerly breeze,
which was a very rare ocourrence. [ am
riot: going to criticise what they said about
a  deep-water port at Bundaberg, but: I felt
inclined to ask what such a port was likely
to: cogt in comparison with this port. Speak-
ing to a very shrewd business man the other
day, he said that this was 'a most business-
like ' proposition.’ He said; ‘‘Fancy being
furnished with' a. deep-water port  for: the
paltry sum of £700 a year!” I submit
that  anybody  who is shortsighted enough
to see such a large district kept back merely
on account  of  some parochial jealousy is
unworthy to-be a member of this Chamber.
Speaking on this matter some time ago, 1
said the essentials for a deep-water port were,
first, you must have water, and I submit that
Mz, Cullen’s report, wherein he says, knowing
a8 he does the whole coast line, that that is

the only site where a deep-water port can be.

established, should be accepted. T think that
that in itself is sufficient, and I pass aside
any remarks which may come from any
other quarter as to the depth of water there.
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The next guestion that crops up is; how are
wé going to 'make ‘the port & success? The
question of ‘trade comes in. The hon. mem-
ber for Musgrave said: there was no possible
chance ‘of expansion in coal.’ 1t is unneces-
sary to point out that in 1883 the output of
coal from the  Burrum: field: was: 8,000 tons;
and in- 1809 it had risen to 92,000 tons, not-
withstanding: the disabilities: under which ‘we
are labouring. ~ What in the pature of a port
have we either in Maryborough or in -Bunda-
berg:? . Maryborough boasts 12 feet of water
and ‘Bundaberg: 9 feet. In- these days of
commercial enterprise. and competition, the
question of carriage simply means: life. or
death to any enterprise; .and, if we  are
going to compete with other  States inthe
markets of the world, 1t is necessary that
we should be placed on' .an ‘equal. footing:
It 'is impossible to carry. coal in: small
bottoms: ‘and compete ' with larger  vessels
and ports of greater depth. During the last
twelve months we have imported 55,000 tons of
coal and 44,000 tons of coke into Rockhamp-
ton, Townsville, Cairns,; and Cooktown. =~ All
of this: could have been supplied
[8 p.m.] from our own district had facili-
ties been obtainable there. There
are other avenues where much development
might take place. -Mount Morgan consumes
25,000 tons of coal a year, and a quantity of
coke. The Townsville railways and.the rail-
ways north. of ‘that might also be brought
within the scope of that district if facilities
are provided: which are enjoyed in any other
place. It is not only coal I wish' to: deal
with. - The -Wide Bay - district - last year
turned out 25,431 tons of sugar.
Mr: WaITE :No.

Lievr.-CoroNsL RANKIN ¢ I know what I
am: talking about: ‘I 'got these figures: from
the collector=of. Customs  for Maryborough;
and it includes  all. the sugar which comes
from: that. district, including Mount Bauple;
Pialba,: Childers; and the surrounding neigh-
bourhood:

My, WHITE:
steamer.

LigvT -CoroNen  RANKIN: No: because
the opportunities were not there, but it would
have been sent by steamer if they had been
able to get anything like a decent place where
vessels of any size could go in. There were
also 683 tons of butter sent away from the
Wide Bay district last vyear. valued at
£72,727, and of that quantity 236 tons were
sent to Liondon. 'That butter had to be sent
to. Brisbane and thence transhipped home;
and look at the impost that meant to the
people of Wide Bay. The freight to Brisbane
alone would pay half the interest on this
loan.:  Then; with regard to fruit, there were
50,000 casés of oranges sent from the Burrum
district. last year.  It+all went to' Southern
ports, where. it averaged as much as 11s. 6d.
a:case; which is’'a‘much ‘higher ‘price than
obtained elsewhere. ~That had to: be ratled
to Brisbane ‘and  then' transhipped to. Mel-
bourne. " One reason why I am in favour: of
this port is because the British-India- Steam
Navigation Company’s steamers:go-in there
now.

Mr. Warrh: That is a pure advertisemont.

Lieur.-CoroNeL  RANKIN:: Why,  this ' is
After: listening :to

None. of it/ was sent by

must be convinced that ‘this’ is the age of
advertising. We have: deep water there; we
have the products: to go over the railway,
and the third thing ‘we have to consideris’ that

Lieus.-Colonel Rankin.]
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the cost of ‘the line should not be prohibitive.
The total estimated cost of ‘the line is £22,781,
and: 3 per cent. on that outlay amounts to
£700 per annum. . The benefited area: in. con-
nection: with' the railway includes the city of
Maryborough ' and the shires of Pialba and
Howard.  The rateable value of the Mary-
borough municipalit s £301,492, “of the
Pialba Shire £77,192 and of the Howard Shire
£61,117, or a total of £438.801. Even if the
line does not earn one single penny, those
three local anthorities will be asked to raise
only £700, which is equal to three-eighths of
id. in the £1. Surely no one will argue that
the line will be such a failure as not to earn
something. g0 it will be seen that the rate-
payers will not have to raise much money
to make up sny deficiency. It is embarrassing
to find members representing the Wide Bay
and Burnett districts condemning this pro-
posal, as they will certainly receive some
assistance from it In political economy it is
well known that if you do goad for one you
must do good ‘all round. T think that the
cost ‘of the line is too high.” This line practi-
cally  traverses the same country as the line
from Colton’ Junction to Pialba:

Mr. Corser ;. Some. of it is better.

Ligvr.-CoroNer - RANKIN ' On.' looking
over the Commissioner’s report I'see he: esti-
mates the cost of this line at £4,222.  The
Pialba line. cost £2,686—a difference of £1,536
per mile. I capnot se¢ how thatlarge amount
is made up.. I'know the cost of labour has
increased; but not to that extent.  Land: re-
sumptions will- make up for some of it but
not for-all of ‘it In' the ‘other lines which
have been tabled this session the cost of the

" line  from ~Dalby to: Jandowae :is  to be
£2,962; - that from 'Qakey to Mount Russell
£3,074; and " that  from - Roma  to  Orsllo
£2.935. 50 I do not seé why the®Urangan: line
should e £1,200 higher ‘than any of these.
T know this dountry from A to Z, and I know
it will niot cost “that much to build. It s
rather a dangerous: thing to overestimate the
cost of the railway, because it is apt to make
the ratepayers . concerned afraid of it. The
hon member for Musgrave asked: if it was
going to open up any agricultural land. . The
Commissioner for Railways says that there
are already 70,000 acres of land under. culti-
vation.  With regard to the port of Mary-
borough; this is what Mr. Cullen says:about
it: In his report he gives the exports as
follows';—

1907 o o £208,469
1908 i o £116,240
1969~ . £111,326

There is a- falling off in the exports because
it was discovered that they could not be sent
away in the small’ steamers  from - Mary-
borough. If we had this deep-water: port,: we
would have a number of facilities for develop-
_ ing this district; and it would:lead to. rapid
progress in the Wide Bay and Burnett dis:

 trict, and make it ‘one ‘of the most important
_ ports in the Australian Commonwealth.

Mr LENNON I would like tosay a word
or two on this matter from: a State point of
_ view. and not from & parochial point of view.
Is Mr. Cullen satisfied that there is a natural
port there?
My CorsEr: Yes,

Mr. LENNON: And I say that if Mary-

 borough is entitled to a port; she should have

__a port. It is the duty of every Government
__to give a port to every place that requires

proper development. Maryborough has 3

pretty good sum in harbour dues account
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which will bé used for the construction of the.
jetty. If there is a lodn raised, the interest.
and: redemption will have to be paid by the
local people. - Therailway will afford facilities.
which the Commisisoner: says.will' be neces-
sary - for: shipping: at that: port..- Now, the
question of the quality of the land does not
come into consideration” at all.. The blot on.
the proposal s that land: is’ held in small
allotments by speculators, and they will bene-
fit-to a very large extent by the construction
of ‘this railway, but even that is not sufficient
to deter me from: supporting the proposition.
The line is only: 5. miles 18 chains in length,
and will’ only cost £22,000, and will. mean a
tax on the:people of the district of £700 per
annum, so that the risk of any loss falling
on the people or ‘on the Government need
not be considered for a. moment, because
Maryborough; which is’ in-the benefit ‘area,
is very well able to bear a burden of that
kind. Therefore, I think the House should
vote for this raillway and let: Maryborough
have the: benefit of a deep:-sea port, the same
as ‘any’ other place of the importance of
Maryborough. - If it has a natural port;, it
should have the benefit of it: I am not in
favour of making artificial ports.

The ' SPEAKER:  Order! The question
before  the' House is 'the  construction of ‘&
railway. :

Mr.. LENNON ;- The port . is: part: of -the
question.

The SPEAKER: The question is the con-
struction of a railway.

Mr.. LENNON ' The: Commissioner in his
report  refers. to.the matter of a . deep-sea

- port.

The SPEAKER:: The hon. gentleman iy
basing his arguments entirely ~on. the: con-
struction:of ‘a port:

Mr. LENNON : Not entirely.  If there was:
no: port there T would not support: the: con-
struction ‘of the line:

The SPEAKER : In my opinion. the hon.
nmiember iy basing  his arguments on  the
existence of ‘a port, and I must ask him to
keep to the question: before the House. If
the question was the construction: of ‘a port as
an- adjunct to the: building of this railway,
the hon. member: would be perfectly in order
in‘referring to. it; but that is' not: the main
object of his remarks.

My, LENNON: The two  things are in-
séparable. It is. hot possible to deal with
the question’ of building ‘a railway to Uran-
gan “without: considering ‘the question of “a
port: We have ‘had:a report from Mr. Cul-
len and - My KElliott; and they have: beenr
freely ‘quoted during the day. I I was not
satisfied there was a portithere, T would not
support the building of the railway. 1 hope
the railway will go through.

Mr. CORSER: I very much regret that
my: {riend,  the hon. member. for Musgrave,
should " have so far forgotten himself as to
make such a weak statement as he has put
before this  House to-night. - If he knew the
facts with reégard to:this port,. and the iine
that it is cohtemplated to build there, 1 feel
sure ~he would not have made those mis+
statements to the House: :

My BarpiR ;' He can make no:-other state-
ment:

Mr: CORSER : There is one thing I must
refer to—-that is; the hon: member’s  state-
ment that there is ‘no channel. that it is
a series of mudbanks or sandbanks.  The
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report of Mr. Cullen and also of Mr. Elliot,
who is a marine surveyor, distinetly state
that for the first 2,700 yards ‘in length, and
500 yards in width, there is at least 24 feet
of water at low tide, with a rise of some-
where about 8 feet. The chart shows that
there is a 3-mile channel, through which the
vessels would reach the place where this
railway line is to go.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber is dealing with the port. I called the
deputy leader of the Opposition to order
for dealing with that question. The Jues-
tion before the Housé at the present iime
is whether the plan and specification for
building a certain railway should be ac-
cepted. I understand the question of a port
was raisod by the hon. member for Musgrave
and I allowed the hon. member for Burrum
to answer it, but I cannot allow the debate
to be continued on the question of a deep-
water port. The question now is whether
the plan and specification of a railway shouid
be submitted for consideration by a Commit-
tee of the whole House?

Mr. CORSER: Of course, Sir, I bow to
your ruling. I was only answering the hon.
member for Musgrave. There is one import-
ant matter referred to here by the Railway
Commissioner, and that is the condition that
a pier should be constructed. If a pier is
constructed the businexs people of Mary-
borough will make that picr self supporting.
There is no doubt a very large district at
the back of this port, which will never be
properly developed unless we have a rail-
way pler and port to take the products
of those districts straight to the ocean-
going vessels. We know that about one-
seventh of the whole population of Queens-
land is in the Wide Bay and Burnett dis-
tricts, and vast settlement is going on there,
and it is only a question of a few years
before they will produce more than can be
consumed in the State, and therefore we
must provide faecilities for sending pro-
ducts to the markets of the world. There is
no port between Brisbane and Gladstone ex-
cept the one at Urangan. For some time
the business people of the Wide Bay and
Burnett district have been labouring under
great disadvantages through not being in
communication with the markets of the world
through the British-India Company’s steamers.
After some negotiations it was arranged that
the British-India Company’s boats should
call at Urangan, and only last week one of
their boats landed 480 tons of cargo there,
and it is anticipated that 4,500 tons a year
will come from that source alone through
the construction of this line. As the hon.
member for Burrum has stated, there will
also be a very large coal trade. In that dis-
trict the Government hold some thousands
of acres of land which is considered to be
just as good coal land as that of Burrum
and Torbanlea, and the construction of this
line will be the means of developing those
coalfields, and the annual rent which the
Government will receive from those coal
lands will be very considerable indeed. I
have no doubt that the construction of this
line will develop those coalfields, and will
also largely help us to develop our Western
districts, and bring a lot of trade direct
which is now coming in more tedious and
expensive ways by coastal vessels—it will come
direct from the ports of shipment right up
to Maryborough with only one handling. We
find it of advantage now to have goods
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landed in the bay, put on board lighters, and
taken up the river to Maryborough, at a cost
of 10s. or 1ls. a ton lighterage; but once the
vessels are able to come alongside this pier,
the cost will be infinitesimal, and the goods
will not be knocked about, but will be put
in the trucks on the pier and taken straight
to Gympie, Kingaroy, Bundaberg, or Mary-
borough, as the case may be, and there is
no doubt it will help to develop: those
districts. As I have already stated, the
channel is there, and a good one, and I defy
anybody to contradict that statement. There
are no shifting sandbanks, and if we can
get the line down there I suppose the coke
trade, which is a very large one in Queens-
land, will be developed in the Howard and
Torbanlea districts, and the shipments over
that line will be very considerable indeed.

Mr. BOOKER: The hon. member for
Burrum and the senior member for Mary-
borough have given the technical advantages
of this particular proposal. I regret very
much that the House is a thin one ’go-mght,
when such an important proposal is being
discussed. Dealing with my friend, the hon.
member for Musgrave, I can only feel that
the antagonistic attitude he has faken up
in connection with this proposal is due to
something else, and, knowing the hon. mem-
ber as I do, I regret very muph he' has seen
fit to take up that antagonistic attitude. It
does not do him credit. At heart he knows
he has taken up an attitude which he would
not have taken up if something ulterior
had transpired. The railway from Mary-
borough to Pialba has paid handsomely since
the business of sugar-growing has been estab-
lished, and this propos}ed extensmnf of 5%
miles is opening up a large area ol sugar
lands, andpthe ]gulkpof the land that will be
resumed are the small properties of the
workers of Maryborough, and I say in all
sincerity, should this railway be built, right
along the foreshores cottages will be built
by the mechanics and workers of Mary-
borough, who will spend their Saturdays and
Sundays and holidays by the seaside. From
Pialba to Urangan Point is the residential
area, and that is where the workers of Mary-
borough will live. The hon. member for
this is a good scheme

Musgrave says S
twenty or thirty years henmce. If this pro-

posal is good enough twenty or thirty years
hence, it is good enough to-day. The people
who live in that district are going to take
the responsibilities, and are going to make
the proposal pay. As regards the remarks
of the hon. member for Bundaberg, as a
matter of fact, the hon. member for Bun-
daberg knows nothing about_the proposal
submitted to the Chamber. He would not
have said what he did say if he had any
knowledge of the subject at all. The hon.
member for Bundaberg says that should the
port be established it will not put an acre
more under cultivation. If the hon. member
takes up that attitude, I do not feel dis-
posed to waste time upon him. Within the
last year or two, just beyond Gayndah,
300,000 acres of beautiful agricultural land
has been opened up by the Lands Depart-
ment for close settlement as agricultural
farms, and the bulk of it has_already been
acquired by agriculturists. .WIH the hon.
gentleman suggest that agriculturists who
want 300,000 acres of agricultural land are
not going to help to pay for this railway?
Then, on the top of that, the surveyors are
surveying an extension of from 300,000 to

Mr. Booker.]
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500,000 acres. We were dealing to-day with
the railway proposal which is going to be a
further feeder to this section. The proposi-
tion from Kingaroy to Tarong is one which
any Government would bring forward. This

is a great district, and railway extension -

must take place. Fvery extension which
takes place in the Burnet} must radiate along
this section of railway. Speaking of the
Kingaroy to Tarong line——

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. BOOKXER: GEvery development in
that district necessitates the present pro-
posal. The main object is to establish a port
at Urangan to deal with the entire produce of
that great district. We have in the district
something like one-eighth of the entire popu-
lation of Queensland; and will hon, members
question, not only the desirability, bubt the
grave necessity to find a means of bringing
our imports at the cheapest rate to the
people of Queensland. The hon. member for
Burrum has made a very valuable statemens
as to the desirability of this railway, and
the hon. member for Maryborough has re-
ferred to the details of if, so there is no
necessity to reiterate what they say. Since

have been in this Chamber I have never
identified myself with any parochial atti-
tude, and in dealing with this question T ask
hon. members to take the statements of the
representatives of the district through which
the railway is going as absolute facts. T
cannot understand any hon. member taking
up an_attitude other than one which will
assist in every possible way to develop the
resources of the district, which means the
development of the entire State. 1 desite
to pay a tribute to the deputy leader of the
Opposition, who has taken up an attitude
which does credit to the highest instincts
and principles of government.

Mr. ADAMSON: Having lived in Mary-
borough for a very considerable time, and
represented it for two or three years, and
having advocated the extension of this rail-
way to Urangan, T feel that I would not be
doing right 1f I did not express my agree-
ment with the proposal of the Minister for
Railways. I wish to read the recommenda-
tion at the end of the Commisisoner’s re-
port. He says—

“For the reasons given above, I recommend
the extension of the Pialba branch railway to
Urangan, on the understanding that adequate
facilities are to be provided for handling large
steamers and cargoes at the terminus.”

It seems that the Commissioner has had the
idea that the reason for building this railway
is that it is to go to a port where large
cargoes are handled.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: There is no
other reason.

Mr. ADAMSON: As the junior member
for Maryhorough has stated,” this line to a.
deep-water port is necessary, because Pialba,
hias become a place where people go to en~
joy themselves, and recuperate their health;
and the building of this line to Urangan
Point will mean that-all the land from
Pialba to Urangan.Point will be built upoin.
A great number of workers in Maryborough
will have houses there, where they can spend
their week-ends during the summer months.
It is becoming increasingly a place where
people go, because it is one of the best water~

[Mr. Booker.
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ing-places in ueensland at the present
tir%le? I think t%e principal reason why this
railway should be built is one which you, Mr.
Speaker, have tabooed us from discussing.
The Wide Bay district, which is developing
rapidly, needs an outlet for its produce, and
in the interest of decentralisation, and seeing
that this railway is necessary, I thinl that it
ought to be built. I hope the railway will
pass, because i1t will be a benqﬁt to the
people of the Wide Bay district, Mary-
borough, and many others outside Mary-
borough.

Mr. FERRICKS (Bowen): I am heartily
in accord with the proposal before the House,
and if it comes to a division I intend fto
vote on it. I support it from a Queensland
point of view. I have always been an ad-
vocate of opening up ports. It has been
contended that a port could be obtained in
the Burnett district. If that be so, I would
be pleased to vote in support of it. . The
question of ports has been the curse of New
South Wales and Victoria. An excellens
point was raised by the junior member for
Maryborough when he said, exclusive of
ports altogether, that the objective of the
extension of this railway from Maryborough
to Pialba was always Urangan. Urangan
and Torquay, as watering-places, have no
peer in Queensland. But even if the ques-
tion of ports had not been raised at all, the
extension of this railway is justified. On this
extension being-completed there will be such
a settlement around the terminus as will, I
am sure, pay the cost of construction, apart
altogether from the land put under cu%mva-
tion. I noticed, from the Commissioner’s re-
port, that there was an ecxtensive area of
17,000 acres of land. I know the country
between Maryborough and Pialba, and know
that it is capable of producing good sugar.
I was interested in the able speech of the
hon. member for Maryborough, and I am.in
accord with all that he has said.

Question put and passed.

COMMITTEE.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS, in
moving—

‘“That the Speaker do now leave the c}:}alr,
and the House resolve itself into a Committee
of the Whole to consider the following resolu-
tions :— .

“(1.) That the House approves of the
plan, section, and book of refex:ence of
the proposed extension from Pialba to
Urangan, in length 5 miles 13 cha:ms.

“(2.) That the plan, section, and book of
reference be forwarded to the Legis-
lative Council for their approval, by
message in the usual form”-—

said: This small extension from Pialba to
Urangan, in length 5 miles 13 c_hams, is
neither an agricultural line nor is it a land
settlement line, the same as the lines I have
been asking the Committee to approve of
this evening. I venture to say that we may
call it a purely commercial line. It is pro-
posed by myself on behalf of the Treasury,
and it is_carrying out the decentralisation
policy of the Government—that every dlstrlct,_
as far as it is economically possible, shall
have its deep-water port. Before I proceed
to give any particulars about the port, or
the Treasurer’s desire to open up this port
in the way it should be opened up, I would
like to refer to the estimate of the cost of
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the 5 miles 13 chains. The estimate of cost
-by the Deputy Commissioner for Railways
1s £21,781, which is equal to £4,222 per
mile. He also estimates that the probable
cost of rolling-stock would be £1,000, making
a total capital cost of £22,781, upon which
the interest at 3 per cent. under the 1906 Act
will be about £681 per annum. Reference
has been made by a newspaper to what they
call the excessive cost of this extension.

Mr. Ryan: What newspaper?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The Maryborough Chronicle. I do not often
refer to what newspayers say, but I think it
is due that I should explain to the Committes
why this extension dppears to carry an ex-
ceSsive cost per mile. The reason for it is
that if the extension to the proposed deep-
water port at Urangan wore taken away from
the southern side of the present Pialba line
some distance out of Pialba, the cost would
be infinitely smaller than the estimate, but
the Commissioner and the Chief Engineer
thought it not a fair thing that Pialba
should be left at a dead-end, the same
as Maryborough is at the present time. So
it is proposed that the jlinction shall be made
some distance west of Pialba, and that the
Urangan line should run through Pialba
station yards right on to Urangan, thus
necessitating what 1s practically a rearrange-
ment of the Pialba station. It is only a fair
thing, if it is necessary to give access to a
deepwater port for Wide Bay and Burnett
district, that the extension should bear the
cost of the rearrangement, and that the Rail-
way Department or the Pialba line should
not bear it.

Mr. CorsER: It paid- £5 6s. 2d. per cent.
last year.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Ves; but the Pialba line did not pay that
every year. The Pialba line was built under
the Railways Guarantee Act of 1836, and the
ratepayers in that district and the Railway
Department had to bear a considerable loss
of interest on that line. But of late years
the line has been doing much better, with
the result that in 1910 the Railway Devart-
ment paid to the Pialba Council £1,200 as
their share of the profit over and above the
statutory interest which the railway had to
bear. I do not propose that there shall be
any deviation at all from the recommenda-
tion of the Chief Engineer or Railway Com-
missioner with regard to the cost of the re-
arrangement of the Pialba station falling on
the Pialba Railway It is only right that it
should fall on the extension that that re-
arrangement necessitates. I am introducing
this extension of the railway, but not as a
matter of the railway business connected
with the Railway Department. If it had
bheen merely an extension from Pialba to
Urangan I should not be justified in makirg
out the case I am making out now. The
reason for the introduction of the line is be-
cause the Treasurer would be unable to build
a railway from Pialba to Urangan to s°rve
the jetty and deep-water port, for the reason
that that railwav is outside the harbour area.
It is ontside the district controlled bv +the
Marine Department. Maryborough itself hog
no harbour board, and tha harbour dnes on
all the goods entering and leaving the rovt
are collected by the Treasury and paid into
the harbour trust fund. Any necessary ov-
nenses in connection with the Marvborouch
harbour are deducted from that fund, but
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the whole of the fund is worked in the Trea-
sury Department without any expense to
that fund at all. Mr. Cullen’s report shows
that there is ample water at Urangan for
oversea ships to berth there. The Treasurer

- proposes under this fund to have a jeftty and

wall built at Urangan at a cost of £46,000,
and that is the justification for gonnecting
Urangan Point with Pialba. A% the present
time there is £13,000 standing to the -credit
of the port in the harbour trust fund. The
Treasurer administers the fund at Mary-
borough just in the same way as he adminis-
ters it at Gladstone, whore the erection of a
jetty was carried out in the same way as it
is proposed to carry it out at Urangan Point.
If a harbour board were formed for the
Maryborough district, they would take over
the works from the Treasurer, and they would
also take over the credit halance or the debit
balance, as the case may be.

Mr. Rvan: Doss M'aryborougﬁ want a har-
bour hoard?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
That is a matter I do not wish to discuss.
It is the intention of the Government,
through the Treasurer, to build a jetty out
into the deep water at Urangan Point. T
thought tha Treasurer would have been able
to pay the interest out of the dues lying to
the credit of that port, but I found he could
not do so, as it is outside the Treasurer’s
province.

&

Mr. RYAW: Suppose the line does not pay,
whom does the loss fall to; is it borne by the
State?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
No. No loss can accrue, for the reason that
if the harbour dues on the imports and ex-
ports for the jetty do not pay interest and
redemption, then they will be increased. The
Treasurer has full power to deal with those
matters. He deals with the harbour fund at
Bowen in the same way. There are harlour
boards at Townsville, Rockhampton, Cairns,
and Mackay, but at ths other ports the Trea-
sulrfer administers the harbour dues fund him-
self.

Mr. Rvan: The Rockhampton Harbour
Board carried the Port Alma Railway.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes;. and had there been a duly-constituted
harbour board at Maryborough, wa need not
have brought in this railway under the 1°06
Act, and the Maryborough Harbour Board
could have guaranteed the interest on the
cost of construction of the line, the sams as
the Rockhampton Harbour Board guaranteed
the interest on the cost of construction of
the Port Alma Railway.

Mr. LExNoN: Who guarantees the Rock-
hampton Harbour Board?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
The people and the country behind them

The SECRETARY. FOR RAILWAYS:
The country behind them for fens of thou-
sands of square miles. Something has been
said as to whether there is sufficient water
to make a deep-water port at Urangan.

Mry. FoLEY: A very important question.

The SHECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The most lmportant question. ‘

Mr. LennNoN: You cannot discuss that
phase of it.

H on. W. 1. Paget. |
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The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: berthing facilities were provided for large
I will quote the Commissioner’s report. It  Steamers, but unfortunately the oversea and

is absolutely impossible for me—having
stated that this is a commercial and not an
agricultural line—to discuss this question
other than in conjunction with the deep-
water port. I am not going to discuss Mr,
Cullen’s report, but Mr. Cullen says there is
sufficient water there, and, as Mr. Cullen is
a highly valued officer, I should be entirely
guided by his opinion. But what are the
facts? It is only two weeks ago that the
‘“ Buteshire” went down to Urangan and
landed 500 tons of cargo from the old country,
The “ Buteshire’” is a vessel of 9,500 tons.

HMr. WaiTE: She was notr at this point at
all.

Mr. Corsgr: She was just outside.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
It may be argued that the ‘‘ Buteshire’” was
not exactly where the pier head will be. Pos-
sibly she was not, but we must remember she
is a vessel of 9,500 tons, and she went in there
and landed her cargo.

Mcr. @VHITE: Is there any guarantee that
they will use Urangan Point?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
There is an absolute guarantee in the agree-
ment with the British-India Steam Naviga-
tion Company that any vessel to which 150
tons®*of cargo is guaranteed must call at
certain ports.

Mr. WinsTaNLEY : If they can get in.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
We should not expect them to get to a port
at Boulia.

Mr. WINsTANIEY: They refused to go into
Townsville,

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
If there is mnot sufficient water there they
need not go in. I merely desire to put par-
ticulars of this proposal before the Committee,

and it is my duty to do so. The

[9 p.m.] Commissioner in reporting gener-

ally upon the route and resump-
tions, mentioned that the country traversed
is thickly timbered. I am given to under-
stand that the country through which the
line runs is not agricultural land. There is
no reason why it should be. This line is
supposed to make a deep-water port for the
whole of the back country, which has many
tens of thousands of acres under cultivation.
The Commissioner does not give any estimate
of revenue or expenditure,

Mr. LenxoN: £700 is such a small item.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Practically nothing at all. This was a matter
on which it was almost impossible for the
officers to give anything like an accurate
estimate; and, after consultation with me,
T thought it was desirable that they should
simply give facts. The Commissioner says—

“ 1t is difficult to give even an approximate
estimate of the earnings and working expenses
of this branch, as it is only 5 miles in length,
and only a small portion of the freight can be
eredited to it. At the same time, the advan-
tages of a deep-water port for Maryborough,
the Sonthern Burnett districts, and the Rurrum
coalfields will be very great. I have en-
deavoured to obtain reliable returns ot thue
oversea traffic which might reasonably he
expected io be landed at Urangan if goad

[Fou. W.T. Paget.

interstate figures are not now kept separate.”

I may say we took the very greatest trouble
to get these figures from the Customs De-
partment, but we could not get them. The
Commissioner goes on— .

“ The imports. and exports of Maryboroagh
for last year totalled, approximately, 20,0_00
tons, but it is impossible to say what portion
of this will still be sent up and down_the Mary
River in small vessels, or be carried by rail-
way, even if a line be built lo Urangan.

‘“There are large fertile areas to the west. of
Maryborough, with immense quantities of tim-
ber and plenty of land suitable for agriculture
—in fact, 70,000 acres are now under cultiva-
tion, while the recently opened railway ‘to
Nanango, and the line now under construction
to Mundubbera, not to speak of a new Dpro-
posed line to Tarong, will all add to the trade
of the district and bring their share of business
to Urangan. The official figures from the De-
partment of Agriculture and Stock show that
during the year ended 30th June last the
Maryborough district (including Nanango) pro-
duced 22,000 tons of maize, 25.000 tons of
sugar, 1,100 tons of oranges, and 1,000 tons cf
butter, and great quantities of log timber have
been shipped during recent years; but, as pre-
viously stated, I cannot estimate what propor-
tion of this trade will come to Urangan. Some
coal shipment traffic may be expected in the
future, as the Burrum field is only 30 miles
from the proposed port.

* Recommendation.—For the reasons given
above, I recommend the extension of the Pialba
branch railway to Urangan, on the understand-
ing that adequate facilities are to be provided
for handling large steamers and cargoes at the
terminus.”

One is contingent on the other—

‘“The burden (if any) upon the ratepayers

will be very slight, as 3 per ceni. upon the
outlay for the railway will be about £700 per
annum, and the responsibility will be spread
over a wide area.”
In conclusion, I would like to point out that
the railway district, as designed, covers the
Burrum Coalfield, the district between Uran-
gan and Maryborough, and it covers the city
of Maryborough, so that those in the city
of Maryborough, who have been agitating
and asking for a deep-water port for quite
a number of years, will be able to say whether
they wish to have it or not. I can give the
assurance that the Treasurer has given me—
that the construction of the jetty and
wharves and all the appurtenances, will not
be proceeded with until the people in the
railway district have said whether they desire
this connection to be built or not. If, by
their silence, they say they desire the line
to be built, then T have the assurance of the
Treasurer that tenders will be called for the
construction of a jetty.

The TREASURER: Everything is ready.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Everything is ready, but he must hold his
hand in justice to the Raillway Department
and in justice to the people of the State
also, for it is of no earthly use erecting a
wharf and jetty there the same as was done at
Port Alma, unless there is a railway con-
nection,

Mr. LexnNon: I hope you will not repeat
that blunder,

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
We shall not repeat that, I can assure you.
I have very much pleasure in moving the
resolution.

Question put and passed.
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The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN re-
ported the Committee had come to a resolu-
%}Ion, and the resolution was agreed to by the

ouse.

ROMA TO ORALLO RAILWAY.

ArPROVAL OF PLAN—REsumrrioN oF Cowm-
MITTEE.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
When the Committee were last sitting, it
seemed to be the unanimous desire that the
municipality of Roma should take up some
proportion of the responsibility of the guaran-
tee of & per cent of the capital cost of this
proposed railway. The discussion was a fairly
long one, and 1t had practically come to an
end, except that there was an expressed
wish that the Roma Town Council should
bear a certain proportion of the responsibility.
In deference to the wishes of the Committee,
I moved you, Mr. Stodart, out of the chair,
with the view of asking the member for
Maranoa, to place himself in communication
with the Roma Town Council. I think it
was very much better that the member for
the district should do this than that I should
do it as Minister for Railways. I desire to
stand entirely apart, so that if the proposal
that was made was not one that I could
accede to, I could discuss it, and, if necessary,
suggest amendments. First of all, I had in
my mind the advisability of asking the Com-
mittee to pass this plan, if they desired to
do so, and I would give the Committee the
assurance that at the report stage I would
move that it be a recommendation that the
railway district be so amended as to include
the municipality of Roma. Upon further
consideration, I thought it was more advisable
—and perhaps would be more acceptable to
the Committee—if the town council of Roma
guaranteed a certain proportion of the loss
that might accrue on this railway. I might
state that the town of Warwick accepted a
certain proportion of the responsibility in
connection with the Maryvale Railway, and
the city of Gympie accepted a certain propor-
tion of the responsibility in connection with
the Mary Valley Line, On Monday this tele-
gram came direct to me from the Roma
Town Council—

“ Council guarantees one-third of the loss of
proposed railway from Roma to Orallo.

“ CONROY, Mayor.”

It would be very much better if the Com-
mittee would accept that direct guarantee of
one-third, and include the town of Roma in
the railway district. I will give this as-
surance to the Committee: That even if the
landowners in the railway distriet show by
their silence that they agree to the railway
being built, no step to construct the railway
will be taken until the agreement is wvre-
pared and completed. The agreement will be
made as usual between the Treasurer, who, of
course, ‘is an interested party in connection
with vacant Crown land, the Bungil Shire
Council, the Roma Town Council, and the

ommissioner for Railways. The agreement
will be framed on exactly the same lines as
the agreemint between the Gympie City
Council, the wvarious local authorities, the

Treasurer, and the Commissioner for Rail- -

ways,
Mr. RYLAND:
deficit?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The estimated net revenue is £500 only, and

What is the -estimated
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the estimated deficit £2,170. I really cannot
think that there will only be a net revenue

of £500, but that is the Commissioner’s
estimate,
Mr, LexNoN: The Roma Town Council

will not rest on the telegram; they will enter
into an agreement.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes. Members the other evening desired that
the Roma Town Council should share the
responsibility. On this telegram they will
take up one-third of the responsibility-—an
estimated responsibility of £700 a year. No
steps will be taken by me to start the con-
struction of this railway until the agreement
is completed, but I would not say that I care
about delaying the construction of the rail-
way until after the next session of Parliament,
so, that the validating Bill might be passed,
becanse we did not do that in connection
with the city of Gympie council. That rail-
way was started before the agreement was
signed; and hon. members will remember
that I brought in a validating Bill during
the present session. That will be the pro-
cedure in this case. The agreement will be
signed, and if the Commissioner approve of
the plans the railway will be constructed, and
next session a validating Bill will be brought
forward, in exactly the same way as in con-
nection with the Maryvale line. If there ig
any further information I can give hon.
members, I shall be very pleased to give it.

Mr. WIENHOLT: It appears to me that
the Roma Town Council have made a very
fair offer. Personally, I do not object to it
The Minister says if we pass this now, he will
not start any construction work until the
Roma Town Council have signed the agree-
ment. That is all right so long as the hon
gentleman is the Minister for Railways him-
self. T hope he will be so for a long while,
but it seems to me that if we pass this line,
possibly the leader of the Opposition may be
in power.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: An as-
surance has been given by the Government.

Mr. WIENHOLT: It seems to me that
there is a weakness. I am quite willing tfo
agree to this, provided that the Roma Town
Council are definitely appointed to pay a
share, but it is rather inadvisable to start it
simply because the Minister says that he
himself will not start it until the agreement
is made. It is necessary to put a definite
condition in the proposal.

Mr. J. M. HunTER: You cannot amend it

Mr., MANN: I think the Minister comld
amend it in the direction of amending the
benefited area. I think that is the best way
to do, because it would be rather hard to
define what benefit Roma would derive.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Of course,
that would be by valuation.

Mr. MANN: T agree with the hon. member
for Fassifern that something more definite
should be given than the promise of the
Minister. The Minister might get promotion,
and some other Minister might review the
promise which has been made. I think it will
be wise if we make some proviso that the
date of the starting of the railway will be
at a period after the guarantee has been fixed
up by the Roma Town Council.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYSN:

be built without it.
Mr. Mann.]

It won’t
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Mr. MANN: At the end of February there
may be a new council elected, a majority of
which might not be prepared to give the
same guarantee. I do not think the House
will pass the proposal without a proviso that
the Roma Town Council gives substantial
guarantees in regard to any loss on the line.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
As I have told the Committee, under
certain circumstances, the Committee had ac-
cepted his assurance that certain lines would
not be proceeded with until agreements were
signed, and the lines Wwere not proceeded
with. Unfortunately the Maryvale line was
delayed twelve months until a validating Act
was passed by the House.

Mr. Ryan: Why was a validating Act
necessary ?
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:

In order to validate the act of the shire coun-
cil. The Roma Shire Council have not the
power, and it is merely a matter of form. I
should feel gratified if the Committee would
accept an assurance in this instance. The
agreement can be prepared at once. It will
be merely a copy of the agreement that we
have in hand. If the Committee do not de-
sire to take my assurance, I will see if it is
not possible to add something to the motion
at the report stage. It cannot be done in
Committee.

Mr. FORSYTH : The question is whether
this is a correct time to add a clause to the
provision. I do not see why we cannct do

0. . .
The SECRETARY FOR RalLwavs: Noi in
Committee.

Mr. FORSYTI: If that is so, we should do
it at the report stage. It will save a validat-
ing Bill being brought in next year.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Oh, no!
The validating Bill has to be introduced just
the same.

Mr. FORSYTH : I think we should accept
the Minister’s assurance,

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: The Minister re-
quested me to communicate with the Roma
Town Council and ask them if they would
be willing to join with the people along this

railway in the guarantee. They
{9.30 p.m.] immediately called a special meet-

ing of the council, and a resolu-
tion was passed, after which they wired to the
Minister stating their willingness to join in
the guarantee. They are anxious that they
should be joined as guarantors. The position
which has been placed before the Committee
is one which the Committee has never been
asked for before. The Minister has given
an assurance, and that assurance should be
accepted by the Committee in the same way
as it has always been accepted in these
matters.

The SECRETARY FOR RaAiLwavs: That assur-
ance has always been taken.

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: I hope no depar-
ture will be made from what the Ministex
has been asked to do in the past. The Min-
ister holds the whole thing in the palm of
his hand. If there should be any shuffiingr
on the part of the Roma Town Council—and ¥
am sure there will not be any—the Minister
can refuse to go on with the constructiora
of the line. I am satisfied that the railway
will be a good thing for the people of the

[Mr. Mann,
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district. The Committee should accept the
Minister’s assurance and allow the thing to go
through.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I
am not aware whether the Committee will
take my assurance as to whether certain pro-
cedure should be adopted. If not, I shall be
prepared to move that the resolution .bo
amended by the insertion of the following
resolution after resolution No. 1, namely—

“ (2) That the construction of this railway
shall not be proceeded with until the Roma
Town Council have entered into an agreement
to guarantee one-third of any deficlency that
may accrue in the working of this railway
under the provisions of the Railways Act of
1906.”

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: There is no reason
for the resolution, as the Committee are will-
ing to accept the Minister’s assurance in con-
nection with the matter.

Mr. WIENHOLT : I would like to see that
extra resolution added to the resolutions we
have here. One Minister is not in the Go-
vernment for ever, and he cannot bind any
other Minister. We should not do these
things like “buying a pig in a poke,” and
it is just as well to have the resolution in-
serted here. : .

Mr. J. M. Honter: What guarantee did
Boonah give for the railway which we just
passed ?

Mr. WIENHOLT: I think it is a wise
thing to amend the resolution, as one Min-
ister cannot bind another.

The SECRETARY FOR RaiLways: The Govern-
ment will take the assurance from me.

Question put and passed.

REPORT STAGE.

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN re-
ported that the Committee had come to cer-
tain resolutions.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Now that we have reached the report stage,

beg to move that the resolution be
amended by inserting, after Resolution No. 1,
the following resolution:—

«“ 9 The construction of this railway shall
not be proceeded with until the Roma Town
Council have entered into an agreement to
guarantee one-third of any deficiency that may
accrue in the working of this railway under the
provisions of the Railway Act of 1906.”

I do not propose fto speak upon this, as it
had already been discussed in Committee.

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: I do not see that
there is any necessity for the resolution at
all. It is a reflection not only upon the
Minister and upon his Government, but it
is a reflection also on the Roma Town Coun-
cil, who gave the assurance, and, as repre-
sentative of that town and district, I resent
the member for Fassifern’s suggestion. This
afternoon a railway was proposed and
carried to form a connection with the via
recta railway, and it only gave a % per cent.
better return than this railway. It goes
through the hon. member for Fassifern’s dis-
trict, and no one asked for a guarantee from
the people of Boonah or anywhere else, and
we find the member for*that district getting
up and by an insinuation suggesting and
reflecting, not only on the Minister and the
Government, but also on the Roma Town
Council, who were aproached in a cour-
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teous way, and who volunteered to this
House that they would join in the obligation
with the people in the district through which
the line passed.

Mr. WiznsOLT: Voluntarily ?

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: Yes. They were
never asked their position before in regard
to that railway. When I wired asking if
they would join in the guarantee, a special
meeting was held and a resolution was
passed by the town council. The assurance
given by the Minister is one that should not
be disregarded.

The SECRETARY FOrR RAILwAvs: I gave that
assurance in order to get the plans through.

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: And no one ob-
jected to that except the hon. member for
Fassifern. I hope the Minister will not press
his amendment, but that he will withdraw it,
as it is only a reflection on the Government
and the Roma Town Council.

The SECRETARY FOR RaILwWAvs: I cannot do
it now. I tried to find out if the Committee
would accept my assurance.

Mr. LENNON: Considering all the cir-
cumstances, the general consensus of opinion
of the Committce was that if the Roma
Town Council gave this assurance further
objection would be withheld. As the Roma
Council has given the Minister that assur-
ance, and as it will be dealt with in the
same way as the Maryvale and other rail-
ways, the Committee should be contented.
I should be pleased if the Minister would
withdraw his amendment. -If he does not, I
shall vote against it.

Mr. RYAN (Barcoo): 1 regret that the
Minister has seen fit to move this additional
rezolution, and I do not see the necessity
for it. Moreover, its insertion will be futile.
Supposing we do insert this resolution, what
does it guarantee? You must still have a
validating Aect.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The resolu-

tion merely says that the Committee did not-

accept my assurance.

‘Mr. RYAN: That is all it does say. It
seems to indicate that the Committee would
not accept the Minister’s assurance. I do
not think that the hon. member for Fassi-
fern was reflecting personally on the Minis-
ter. He was pointing out very wisely that
the Minister has not got a lease of power. I
was glad that the hon. member recognised
that, seeing that he is a supporter of the
Government. This amendment, in adding a
resolution, is adopting a precedent. The
assurance of the Minister should have been
accepted.

The SEORETARY ¥OR RAILWAYS: I do not care
about my assurance not being accepted.

Mr. RYAN: T cannot see why the Minis.
ter cannot withdraw it, as he must have
known that if the Committee would not
accept his assurance they would have got
up and said so, and supported the hon. mem-
ber for Fassifern. The Minister would be
wise if he would withdraw the resolution.

Mr. WIENITOLT: I would point out that
when I rose I simply pointed out that I
thought we were doing a foolish thing to
pass the railway without having a surety—
that it was an unbusiness-like proceeding.
The hon. member for Maranoa made certain
reference to me, and used as an argument
that the Roma Town Council had come in
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I never heard a more extra-
ordinary statement in my life. That i3 not
my idea of coming in voluntarily. They
came in after the House refused to pass the
railway without a certain condition—that
was, that the Roma Town Council should
accept part of the guarantee. They came in
then, and yet the hon. member says they
came in voluntarily., It is absurd. To come
in voluntarily is to come in in the first in-
stance, without any outside influence. What
is the position of a railway if it is passed by
the House on a certain assurance, and the
assurance is not given effect to? I do notb
know whether the railway would be pro-
ceeded with, but it puts the country in a
very awkward position. It was simply in the
interests of the country that I got up and
pointed out a thing which I thought was
wrong.

Mr. MANN: I gave a certain amount of
support to what the hon. member for Fassi-
fern suggested. Not that I doubted the
Minister; but, as I pointed out, some other
Minister micht be there, and he would not
carry out the present Minister’s assurance.
Sometimes we see an entire change in the
personnel of the Ministry, and if that came
about they might not carry out an assurance
given by a previous Mimster. I am quite
sure the Minister would carry out his word.
I think the member for Fassifern was right,
but I do not wish to force this thing. There
will ba very little return from this railway,
and I want to be sure that the Roma Town
Council will take some of the responsibility.
If the Minister is satisfied, all well and good;
but I still have a feeling in my mind that
the Roma Town Council should be bound
down in a more definite manner than simply
by a wire.

Mr. D, HuNTER: It will be a written agree-
ment.

Mr. MANN: So long as that is absolutely
clear I do not think the member for Fassi-
fern wishes to push the matter further.

voluntarily,

Question—That the words proposed to .be
inserted (3f7. Paget’s amendment) be so in-
serted—put; and the House divided:—

Aves, 27.

Mr. Allan . Mr. Macartney
» Appel ,,  Mann

,» PRBarnes, W. H. , Morgan

,,» Booker ., Paget

,» Bouchard ., Philp

,» Brennan ., Rankin

,, Breslin .. Swayne -
. Crawford ,s 'Thorn

5 Forsyth ., Tolmie

,,  QGrant ., Trout

,. Grayson .. Welsby

,, Hodge .  White

,, Hunter, D. ,, Wienholt

,» Lewina

Tellers: Mr. D. Hunter and Mr. Mann,

Nors, 25.

Mr. Adamson Mr. Mackintosh
,,»  Allen ., May

,» Barber ,, Mulcahy

,» Barnes, G. P. ., Mullan

. Bridges ., Aurphy

,, Collins . O’Sullivan
,» Coyne ., Payne

. Ferricks ,, Ryan

,» Foley . Stevens
. Hardacre .. Theodore

,» Hunter, J. M, . Vnwles

» Land ,, Winstanley
,, Lennon

Tellers: Mr. Hardacre and Mr. Ryan.
Resolved in the affirmative.
Resolution, as amended, put and passed.

Mr. Mann.]
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NEW RAILWAYS.
MESSAGES FROM THE COUNCIL.

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of
messages from the Council intimating their
approval of the plans, sections, and books of
reference of the following railways:—

Dalby to Jandowae;

Logan Village to Canungra;
QOakey to Mount Russell;
Tumoulin to Cedar Creck.

SAVINGS BANK ACTS AMENDMENT
BILL.

IntrODUCTION IN COMMITTEE.

The TREASURER moved—

“That it is desirable that a Bill be intro-
duced to amend the Government Savings Bank
Act of 1864 and the Savings Bank Amending
Act of 1882 in certain particulars.”

Mr. LENNON: On the initiatory stages of
the Bill he expressed the hope that the
Minister would widen the scope of the Bill
to make provision to deal with unpaid
balances, and the hon. gentleman might ex-
plain what he intended to do in that connec-
tion.

The TREASURER : He had forgotten for
the moment that the hon. member had raised
that point when the matter was previously
before the House. The position, briefly, was
as follows:—At the present moment every
unclaimed balance was put carefully on one
side—an account was opened for unclaimed
balances, and they were always there for
reference. After going into the matter, he
found that the department thought that it
would be altogether unwise that unclaimed
balances should be advertised. It seemed
to him that it would only perhaps encourage
people who had no right to unpaid balances
to come forward. Take the name of Smith,
or Brown; probably there would be a number
of Smiths or Browns, and altogether it
would be unsatisfactory as far as the depart-

ment was concerned. He gathered from the”

officers of the department that, after all, the
unclaimed balances were very small items.
As a matter of fact, people knew when they
had money in the savings bank, and were
pretty careful to see that they got the
interest or the principal. With that infor-
mafion before him, he did not intend to
include provision in the Bill on the lines
suggested by the hon. gentleman.

Mz LENNON was very sorry to hear the
announcement of the Treasurer. It could
not be argued from the mere fact that this
had been the practice for a long time in
regard to unclaimed balances that it justified
the continnance of such a very bad practice.
In all banks there was a considerable num-
ber of unclaimed balances, and he thought
l}e hagi suggested a proper method of deal-
ing with them—that they should be put into
an account, which should be let stand for a
while, but preparatory to their being ab-
sorbed, as it were, by the bank. public notifica~
tion should be given that such balances were
held. Even if a person had the misfortune
to be named Smith or Brown—or even
Barnes—there was no reason because he was

[Hon. W. H. Barnes.
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so named he should be treated in that way-
He thought Queensland would do well to
make a departure in this matter.

The TREASURER: Don't forget that the
money is there.

Mr. LENNON : It was unfair if there was
£50 or £100 in the name of John Smith that
his heirs should not have an opportunity of
getting the money out. It would stay there
if they did not afford an opportunity to the
rightful owner to come forward to claim it.

Mr. MULLAN regretted that the Trea-
surer had not acceded to the request to
make provision for unclaimed balances. The
hon. gentleman said the mafter was not -of
much account, but a sum of £4,843 was last
year taken to the profit and lcss account as
unclaimed balances. The Auditor-General,
in a memorandum issued in 1908-09 strongly
recommended the Government to 1im-
mediately legislate in connection with this
matter. For about three years he (Mr.
Mullan) had been in charge of the sav-
ings bank at the Towers, and many cases
arose in which the relatives of deceased people
knew nothing whatever about money being
left in the bank. There was a_widow woman
whose husband was accidentally killed, and
it was only by a mere accident some time
afterwards that she found out that he had an
account. They had heard a good deal from
the CGovernment of the proposed Common-
wealth Savings Bank. How did they propose
to treat unclaimed balances? Perhaps if
might be some information for the hon.
gentleman if he read the sections In the
Commonwealth Savings Bank Act dealing
with this matter. :

The TREASURER: I have read them.

Mr. MULLAN: He would read them and
place on record the fairness of the men who
had been maligned. They read as follows :—

« 1. All moneys to the credit of a depositor’s
savings bank account (not being a deposit
on behalf of a minor), which has not been
operated upon, either by addition or with-
drawal for a period of seven vears and upwards,
shall be carried to an account to be called the
depositors’ unclaimed fund, and shall cesase to
bear interest. .

“ 9. The Governor may, ont proof to his satis-
faction that any person is entitled to _any
money which has been carried to the credit of
the depositors’ unclaimed fund, direct payment
thereof to him, and his receipt shall be a good
discharge to the bank.

«38 A list of the amounts carried to the
depositors’ unclaimed fund and not claimed
shall be published annually in the Gazette.”

The TREASURER: We do practically all that
now.

Mr. MULLAN: He was sure they did not
do it. Subclause 4 said—

«“ 4. All money in respect of which a claim
is not established within ten years after hav-
ing been included in any published list shall
cease to be claimable, and shall become the
absolute property of the bank, but the Governor
may, with the consent of the Treasurer, allow
any claim after that period has expired, if he
is satisfied that special reasons exist for the
allowance of the claim.”

Those were very liberal clauses, and if the
Government refused to include the unpaid
balance provisions in their Bill, it would be
some justification for the Commonwealth
really taking charge of this business. Just
to put the matter before the public, he
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wwould read the memorandum which was
issued by the Auditor-General on the 4th
November, 1908, concerning unclaimed
‘balances—

“The balance to credit of this account in
the bank at date 4th November, 1908, is
£18,424 5s, 8d.

“On the 30th ultimo the approval of the
Honourable the Treasurer was given to the
recommendation by the manager—that the sum
-0t £10,439 1s. 10d., being the balance of the
account on 30th June, 1912, less amounts sub-
sequently paid to depositors, should be trans-
ferred to the profit and loss account, and that,
in future, a yearly transfer be made to profit
and loss of all amounts unclaimed for the
‘previous six years.

““The period of six years has been chosen
for these transfers so as to put them on the
same footing as the unclaimed amounts in
intestate estates, which are paid in to revenue
“under the 42nd clause of the Intestacy Act of

7.

“ The amounts referred to herein have really
“been unclaimed for a much longer period than
six years, as they are not transferred from the
-depositors’ account to unclaimed balances ac-
-<count until they have been inoperative for a
number of years, and some of them date back
over twenly years. Any claims made and
‘proved, subsequent te this transfer, will be
‘paid and be charged to profit and loss account.

“In connection with this matter, I may men-
‘tion that the Savings Bank Acts are silent as
regards “ unclaimed balances,” and the trans-
fer appears to me to be legitimate.

“ At the same time, however, I consider that
‘these depositors or their heirs should be given
«every opportunity of ascertaining that money
lies to their credit.

“ This could be done by publishing in the
leading newspapers a list of depositors con-
cerned, giving also the name of the office at
‘which each account was opened.

“ No further particulars need be given, and
it might be considered sufficient if amounts of,
say, £1 or over, or perhaps £5 and over, only,
“were advertised.

. “In lieu of the foregoing, printed lists might
be exhibited at the various Savings Bank offices
in the State.

“In this regard, I might mention for your
information that in England the Trustees’
‘Savings Banks are in the habit of exhibiting in
their offices lists of persons on whose accounts
‘there have been no operations for a period of
years. Some of these banks fix seven Years as
‘the period—others a longer time.

“In New Zealand, also, there is “ An Act to
provide for giving publicity to information
relating to unclaimed funds and for other
purposes.”

“Under that Act the banks have to keep an
wlphabetical register giving particulars of all
unclaimed moneys in the colony in an account
“which has not been operated upon for six Years,

“This register is open to inspection for a
fee of two shillings, and a copy of every
register is published annually in the Govers-
ment Govrtte, and the banks, within seven days
-after such publication, have to post to every
Person (to his 'last known address) whose
‘name appears in such register as the owner of

., unclaimed money a notice specifying the
amount of such money, and the fact that it is
-entered in such register as unclaimed money.

“1f the money is still unclaimed after two
‘years from the first publication thereof, it is
‘paid, less expenses of the publication, to the
‘Treasurer for the use of the public revenue ;
but, if a satisfactory claim is made afterwards
on the Treasurer, the money may be paid over
to the claimant.”

In reply to that memorandum, on the 12th
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December, 1908, the Under Secretary, Trea-
sury, replied as follows:—
. ‘“The Treasury,
‘“ Brisbane, 12th December, 1908.

“ Bir,—With reference to memorandum of
the 4th ultimo relating to unclaimed balances
account of the Government Savings Bank, for-
warded by you B/C for the consideration of
the Treasurer, I have the honour, by direction,
to inform you ihat a Bill has been prepared
dealing with the matter referred to.”

As a matter of fact, that Bill was prepared
and was in print, showing that the Minister
at the time believed that this was really an
honest way of dealing with it. He did not
know why such a change had come over
the Government now. If the Government
wanted money, that was not an honourable way
to get it. It was money that in many cases
belonged to widows and orphans, who were en-
titled to some consideration. It was a mean
way of dealing with public finances that they
should enrich themselves at the expense of
some unfortunate individual who owned the
money. They had the opinion of the
Auditor-General, and that was entitled to
some respect. The Auditor-General said that
the balances belonged to nobody but those
who owned them, and they had a right to
have an opportunity to identify them., He
had known specific instances himself where
persons had been seriously inconvenienced
through being in a state of impecuniosity,
because they did not know _that these
balances existed. It was a fair thing, seeing
what was done in other States and what was
done by the Commonwealth, that this State
should do something in the same direction.
He hoped that the Treasurer would look into
the matter, and would try to identify those
who were entitled to the money.

The TREASURER: The Committee were
unanimous in their opinion that nothing
should be done to keep from those who were
entitled to the money what rightly belonged
to them. The letter mentioned by the hon.
gentleman was unknown to him, and the dis-
cussion brouglit a new light on to the matter.
Seeing that that was a preliminary stage of
the Bill, he suggested that it should be left
over until he had an opportunity of looking
into the matter. (Hear, hear!) Possibly
they might get over it by advertising in the
Gazette from time to time.

Mr. LEnvoN: That was my suggestion.

The TREASURER : They had practically
done all that the Commonwealth had cone,
with the exception of the advertising.

Mr. MurraN : That is the principal thing.

The TREASURER : He hoped to be able
to express himsclf more fully on the matter
during the second reading, as that would be
the proper time. The question of the Sav-
ings Bank was a matter of vital importance,
and when he was moving the second reading
he proposed to deal with the whole matter,
more particularly with regard to the State
Savings Bank and that of the Cominoa-
wealth.

Mr. Harpacre: Will that be included in
““ gertain particulars?”

The TREASURER: It could be done by
a promise being made.

Mr. MULLAN: They should give con-
sideration to the report of the Auditor-
General, who considered that special legisla-
tion was necessary before they could claim

Mr. Mullan.]
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the balances. If they passed the resolution,
they would have passed the stage where they
could get in the desired legislation. Would
it not be wiser to postpone the carrying of
the resolution until they could deal with the
unclaimed balances?

The TrEASURER: It will be done by in-
struction.

Mr. MULLAN: He was quite satisfied if
the Minister was gomng to do it by instruc-
tion. .

Mr. HARDACRE suggested that it could
beudone by the Treasurer inserting it in the
Bill.

The TREASURER:
struction.

Mr., HARDACRE: They did not know
what the Bill was, as they had not seen it;
but if they saw it, and noticed that it was
inserted in the Bill, it would be all right.

Mr. LENNON suggested that the Com-
mittee could get over the difficulty by delet-
ing the words ““ in certain particulars.” That
would leave the whole matter open on the
second reading.

The TREASURER: He could not agree
to the deletion of the words ‘‘ in certain par-
ticulars.” He assured the Committee that it
could be done by instruction. If on going
into the matter he found it was desirable to
do anything in the way suggested—and he
thought it might be—he would do it, but he
was not prepared to delete ““in certain par-
ticulars.”

Mr. HARDACRE: He was voting for the
resolution on the understanding that some-
thing would be included in the Bill. He only
mentioned it so that it would not be said
later on that they had accepted the resolution
as it stood.

Mr. PAYNE: He did not want to delay
the Committee, but the Treasurer had been
speaking for half an hour and he had made
no definite promise at all. (Hear, hear!)
What did the Treasurer want to blind the
Committee for? He saild he would look
into the matter, and if he found it was as
the hon. member for Charters Towers pointed
out, he would have it attended to. What
kind of way was that to speak to an intelli-
gent body of men? Why did he not say
straight out, “No, I do not think you are
right, and I will not alter it.” It appeared
to him -that what the hon. member for
Charters Towers said was correct. The hon.
member had managed the whole of the
Qavine Raonl- T s oinm Chortiin Towuis,
and instances cropped up which came under
his notice of balances in the bank belonging
to relatives of people who had died, and
nothing was known about it. The Treasurer
should assure the Committee that the un-
claimed balances would be advertised in the
Gazette. How many people in Queensland
would see the Gazette?

The TrEASURER: The Gazetie was suggested
by members opposite.

Mr. PAYNE: Now they suggested a news-
paper. Did the Government want to steal
this money? It was simply robbery to keep
these balances. The whole thing was done in
a tricky way, as they were not allowing the
general public to know that that money was
there. When people were killed or died
their relatives knew nothing about whether
- they had money in the Savings Bank or not.
They should get an assurance from the Trea-

[Mr. Mullan.
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surer that the unclaimed balances would be.
advertised in some newspaper, so that the
general public could see them.

Question put and passed.

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN re-
ported that the Committee had come to a.
resolution, and the resolution was agreed fo.

FirsT READING.
The TREASURER moved that the Bill

be now read a first time.

Mr. HARDACRE: I did not .ta,ke excep-
tion to the passing of the resolution, because
it would have meant a delay of a.
[10.30 p.m.] day, but I would ask the Trea-
surer to put off the presentation
of the Bill until to-morrow. If 1t is pre-
sented to-morrow instead of to-night, it wilk
not delay proceedings, but the hon, gentle-
man can pub into the Bill anything he likes.
I may be wrong, but it seems to me that that
is the technical way of getting over the
difficulty. The Committee has agreed to_the
introduction of a Bill to amend the Savings
Bank Act ‘““in certain particulars.” We do
not know what those particulars are until we
see the Bill; and if the hon. gentleman will
put everything necessary into the Bill before
he presents it to-morrow, it will be within
the scope of the resolution agreed to by the
Committee.

The SPEAKER: The particulars of the
Bill have already been discussed in_Com-
mittee, and the Bill has been presented; and
the motion now before the House is—That
the Bill be now read a first time, in order
that it may be placed in the hands of hon.
members. I refer the hon. member to Stand-
ing Order No. 243,

Question put and passed.

The second reading of the Bill was made
an QOrder of the Day for to-morrow.

The House adjourned at twenty-eight
minutes to 11 o'clock.





