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Questions. [30 NovEMBER.] Questions. 2513 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

THURSDAY, 30 NOVEMBER, 1911. 

The SPEAKER {Han. W. D. Armstrong, 
Lockyer) took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

NEW STANDING .ORDER-BALLOT FOR 
ELECTION OF SPEAKER. 

The SPEAKER announced that he had 
presented the new St.anding Order to His 
Excellency the Governor £or approval, and 
that His Excellency had approved of the 
same. 

At a later stage, a message was received 
from the Governor intimating that His Ex­
cellency had assented, on behalf of His 
Majesty, to the new Standing Order. 

ASSENT TO BILLS. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of 
messag·es from His Excellency the Governor, 
intimating that His Excellency ha;d, on 
behalf of His Majesty, assented to the follow­
ing Bills:-

Paddington Cemeteries Bill; 

Thursday Island Water Works Bill; 

State Children Bill; 

Cairns Harbour Board Act Amendment 
Bill; 

Police Acts Amendment Bill; 

Land Surveyors Act Amendment Bill. 

QUESTIONS. 

0TAMATI VARIETY OF CANE. 

Mr. FERRICKS (Bowen) asked the Tr.ea­
surer-
. "1. Who was responsible for the order issued 
that no more cane of the Otamati variety should 
be planted within the Proserpine Central Mill 
area? 

" 2. What was the reason of that decision? 
a 3. Has the Otamati variety ever been ex­

perimented with at the Sugar Experiment 
Station at Mackay? " 

The TREASURER (Hon. W. H. Barnes, 
Bulimba) replied-

" 1. Under instructione from the general 
manager of Central sugar-mills the Otamati 
variety of cane is grown on certain limited 
areas only. 

" 2. To encourage the cultivation of varieties 
of cane giving better results. 

H 3. Yes ; and it is not recommended for cul­
tivation owing to the experiments showing its 
poor sugar contents." 

S.S. "WoY WoY" IN FITZROY RIVER. 

Mr. ADAMSON (Roclchampton) asked the 
Treasurer-

" 1. Ha.s his attention been called to the 
complaints regarding the s.s. " Woy Woy," 
stationed in the Fitzroy River, by the Rock­
hampton Chamber of Commerce and various 
correspondents in the Rockhampton daily Press, 
as to the unseaworthy nature of that vessel, 
the bad accommodation for the crew, and her 
general unfitness for the work she has to 
perform? 

" 2. If so, what does he intend to do in the 
matter?" 
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The TREASURER replied-
" 1. Yes. As to the presumed unseaworthy 

nature of the vessel and unsuitability for the 
work in which she is engaged. Special accom­
modation was made for the crew. 

H 2. The portn1aster is perfectly satisfied a q 

to her seagoing qualities, and is of opinion that 
she is quite suitable for the department's re­
quirements at Rockhampton. Inquiries in 
Sydney show that she was built for and was 
engaged in the New South Wales coastal trade 
for some years, and was always proved to be 
a good sea boat." 

RAILWAY FROM RoCKHAMPTON TO MORINISH. 

Mr. ADAMSON asked the Secretary for 
Railways-

" 1. Is it his intention to take any steps 
towards the construction of a railway from 
Rockhamptou, via Alton Downs, to Morinish 
during the present session? 

" 2. If not, why not? " 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Han. W. T. Paget, Mackay) replied-

" 1. No. 
" 2. Tile route has not yet been surveyed, 

no officer having been available for that pur­
pose." 

PAYMENT OF BACK MONEY DUE TO RAILWAY 
SERVANTS. 

Mr. FERRICKS asked the Secretary for 
Railway&-

" 1. Is it the intention of the department to 
pay the railway servants the back money due 
from increases of salary dating from 1st July, 
before the Christmas holidays? 

" 2. Can he giye an idea of the date of pay­
ment?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
replied-

" 1 and 2. I have already stated that the 
increases of salaries and wages will be paid to 
the railway staff immediately after the whole 
of the Estimates and the Appropriation Bill 
have been passed. I hope this will happen 
before Christmas." 

MARSUPIAL BOARDS EXEMPTED FROM ACT. 

Mr. STEVENS (Rosewood), on behalf of 
Mr. Morgan, asked the Secretary for Agri­
culturB-

" 1. How many marsupial boards, if any, 
have applied to be exempt from the operation of 
the Act? 

" 2. How many boards have been so exempt, 
and the names of such boards? 

n 3. How many boards, if any, have been 
exempt from paying for scalps other than 
dingoes, and the names of such boards? " 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Han. J. Tolmie, Drayton and Toowoomba) 
replied-

" 1. One-the Bowen Marsupial Board. 
" 2. No board has been exempted. 
H 3. No boards ha v.e been exempted." 

SHORTAGE OF CEMENT, No. 10 TUNNEL, 
C>AIRNS RAILWAY. 

Mr. THEODORE (Woothakata) asked th~ 
Secretary for Railways-

" 1. Is it a fact that repairs to No. 10 Tunnel 
on the Cairns Railway have been discontinned 
for want of cement'! 

" 2. Will he see that the repair of this tunnel 
is expedited, and, if possible, completed before 
the commencement of the wet season, so as to 
guard against possible collapse and the conse­
quent inconvenience such as was experienced 
last wet season ? u 
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The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
replied~ 

" 1 and 2. There is a scarcity of ceme,1t in 
North Queensland, but it is expected that a 
.supply will be landed at Cairns in a few days. 
Work at the tunnel will then be resumed, and 
will be completed before the wet season." 

PROPOSED NE.W RAILWAYS. 

PLANS, ETC., TABLED. 

The SECRETARY FOR RA!LWAYS 
laid on the table the plans, s~ctwns, and 
books of reference of the followmg proposed 
railways; also the Deputy Commissioner's re­
ports thereon :-

Munbilla to Mount Edwards, 16 miles 27 
chains; 

Pialba to Urangan, 5 miles 13 chains; 
Kinga'roy to Tarong, 19 miles 25 clwins. 

Ordered that the Deputy Commissioner's re­
ports be printed. 

PROJECTED COMMONWEALTH 
SAVINGS BANK. 

The PREMIER (Hon. D. F. Denham, 
Oxley): Last evening I received a telegram 
from the Premiers of New South yvales 
and Victoria with respect to the proJected 
Commonwealth Savings Bank. I deem the 
matter of such importance that I ta.ke the 
first opportunity to place the House m ~os­
.session of the text of the telegram. I thmk 
it will be advantageous that I should. read 
it and then move that the paper be prmted. 
Tbe telegram is as follows:-

" [Copy.) 
"29-11-11. 

... Sydney-8.40 p.m. 
'

1 Premier Denham, Brisbane,-
" Re our telegram this afternoon following 

is full text our Joint protest tq Commonwealth 
re their Savings Bank proposal as. Bill . now 
passing thro~gh H~use urge you Wire. F1sher 
immediately endorsmg contents. Begms-On 
behalf of the Governments of New South W.ales 
and Victoria we desire to inform you that VIew­
ing the contemplated establishment of a Com­
monwealth Savings Bank with the deepest 
anxiety we have as the result of a conference 
held this morning come to the conclusion that 
it is a matter of paramount urgency that at 
this stage we should press upon your Govern­
ment the grave objections which. pre~ent therr;­
,;elves to ariy immediate determinatiOn of thiS 
matter. It is our desire to emphasise c.erta!n 
features of this important proposal which m 
our judgment indicate that its immediat~ adop­
tion will act inimically upon the depositors m 
Savings Bank a. nil most seriously affect the 
financial interests of the Governments of the 
several States. 1. The existing State Savings 
Banks effectively meet in all respects the needs 
of depositors. These institutions offer every 
advantage which Federal control would secure. 
As all the States have adopted a system of 
reciprocity which enables depositors in any one 
State to operate their accounts in any other 
State. The Savings Banks are gradually extend­
ing their system of central banks which give 
the full advantages of a head office in each 
district and bring the post office agencies closer 
to their central offices saving much time in 
postal transactions and making money avail-

.. able to depositors more quickly this facility of 
operation will be adversely affected by a Com­
monwealth Savings Bank as the post offices 
alone cannot give the full advantage of this 
system. It will be enormously expensive for 
the Commonwealth Savings Bank to establish 
similar district centres to compete with the 
State Savings Bank. 

[Han. D. F. Denham. 

" 2. The State Savings Banks will of neceE­
sity be obliged to open branches or agencie~ in 
every town if they are deprived of the services 
of post offices in order to provide the facilities 
that depositors have been accustomed to and 
the great expense which this will involve will 

.obviously reduce the amount of profit available 
to pay interest to depositors. 

"3. The State Savings Banks at present 
gather up the small savings of the masses of 
the people and lend them out to the settler and 
to those who desire to build homes for them­
selves thus using the aggregation of small 
savings to help the people to develop the States 
in which they reside. The land is under the 
control of the Governments of the States and 
its development should remain with them under 
their closer local management. This good work 
we desire to continue whereas the Common­
wealth Savings Bank could not localise its 
efforts in this way." 

" 4. Large sums have been invested also "by 
the Savings Banks with the State Governments 
which have been expended in reproductive works 
in the respective States and in assisting to 
redeem State debts as they mature. It would 
be a serious check upon the opening up of the 
resources of the States if the accumulated 
savings of the people were diverted from such 
investments. 

" 5. The proposal to establish a Common­
wealth Savings Bank seriously threatens the 
financial interests of all the State Governments 
inasmuch as such Govern1nents are indissolubly 
bound up with the State Savings Bank institu­
tions and the investment of deoositors' funds 
in State Government debentureS has been of 
most material assistance in the development 
of the resources of the States. 

" 6. By having command of such local 
moneys the State Governments have been en­
abled to abstain for considerable periods from 
borrowing in London for necessary public worlrs 
and for redemption purposes. Thereby they 
have been able to keep up their credit in 
London ani! to choose the most favourable times 
for operating on the London market when such 
borrowing has been necess~ry-interest is thus 
paid to the people of the country and remains 
in the country. 

" 7. If the State Governments are deprived 
to any large extent of local supplies of money 
they must necessarily appeal to the London 
market more frequently and their credit must 
become depreciated involving the payment of 
higher rates of interest and consequent loss to 
the people of the States. · 

" 8. We would urge that the investment with 
the State Governments of the people's savings 
and their use in the development of the coun­
try's resources is the best purpose to which 
such savings can be put. 

" 9. A further consideration which we desire 
to urge is that the successful establishment of 
a Federal Savings Bank must mean large with­
drawals of funds from the State concerns neces­
sitating the State institutions finding large 
sums wherewith to repay deposits. The Joss 
caused by realising assets of one bank to pay 
another will be considerable. It may necessi­
tate the sale of debentures or calling in of 
mortgage loans and realising debentures in 
large parcels would depreciate their value and 
thus cause direct loss. It would also cause 
loss to the State Governments by the deprecia­
tion of their credit when fioating future loans. 
The financial stringency caused by diverting 
large sums from their accustomed channel may 
also have the effect of raising the rates charged 
for mortgage loans and so adversely affect the 
position of the credit fancier, loans to farmers 
and cottage loans--paragraph summarising 
these positions. We would urge that the estab­
lishment of a Commonwealth Savings Bank 
would result in the duplication of system and 
control in the division of capital and of profits 
in the reduction of the public facilities and 
possibly of interest to depositors in increasing 
expenses and possibly in adding to interest on 
loans. Most important of all it would lead 
inevitably to the embarrassment of the Govern-
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ments of the States in the carrying out of their 
policies of internal development. So far the 
.electors have not been consulted in the propo­
sal to hand the Savings Bank over to Federal 
~ontrol. In the authorised programmes of 
parties in the last election the idea of a 
Savings Bank branch of the Commonwealth 
Bank was not brought forward. The failure 
of the States to act no doubt leaves the general 
1leld of banking open to Federal operations but 
as all the States have established Savings 
Banks with great success and apparently to the 
·complete satisfaction alike of depositors and 
of the general public we urge upon you that 
operations in that sphere will be only an un­
necessary duplication of existing State activity. 
In view of these weighty reasons and of the 
near approach of the Premiers' Conference we 
would urge that final action on this measure 
be postponed until the grave considerations 
here put forward may be discussed by the heads 
of all the Governments concerned and a course 
-of action suitable to all and preserving the 
interests of all determined upon. We are 
assured that the Premiers of. the remaining 
·states warmly concur in the above views and 
that moreover they would have been present at 
this morning's conference but for the exigencies 
of time and the pressure of business at their 
Tespective centres. 

" Signed. MCGOWEN AND MURRAY." 

'This morning I sent the following message 
to the Prime Minister of the Common· 
wealth:-

" [Copy.] 
"30-11-11. 

·" Telegram to 
'' Prime Minister, Commonwealth, 

" Melbourne. 
~~ Premiers McGowen and Murray wired me 

text of their memorandum to your Government 
on Savings Bank proposals in which memoran­
dum I concur. I specially urge as reasons for 
your delaying action pending further investic 
gation and conference that this State has fully 
met requirements by offering fullest facilities 
'for our people's savings and considerable busi­
ness has been built up to manifest advantage 
·of Government and people. Establishment 
Commonweal1:h Savings Banks means duplica­
tion and therefore waste and as under our Act 
Trustees must invest two-thirds in Government 
securities ";Your proposed action will embarrass 
if not cripple us. It will certainly mean a 
serious loss added to that we have already 
suffered through the deprivation of our note 
issue. As the deposits in our Savings Bank are 
the savings of our own people and are used for 
i;he development of our State it is hoped your 
Government will take no action calculated to 
-deprive us of such deposits. 

" (Signed) DENHAM.'' 
1 move that the papers be printed. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Question put and passed. 

.SAVINGS BANK ACTS AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

INITIATION. 

The TREASURER : I move-
" That the House will, at its next sitting, 

Tesolve itself into a Committee of the Whole 
·to consider of the desirableness of introducing 
a Bill to amen'd the Government Savings Bank 
Act of 1864 and the Savings Bank Amending 
Act of 1882 in certain particulars." 

Mr. MuLLAN: You might give us some 
particulars. 

The TREASURER : I shall be very 
pleased indeed to give the p<trticulars asked 
for by hon. members opposite. :Sriefiy, the 
particulars are as follows: -It IS proposed 

:to make it possible for anyone to pay m ls. 

as a deposit, as against 5s. previously, the 
idea being to offer every facility to those 
who are anxious to place their savings in 
the keeping of the Government. The meas­
ure also proposes to raise the amou11t upon 
which interest may be paid from £200 to a 
larger amount. 

OPPOSITION JYIEMBERS : How much? 

The TREASURER : I am receiving half 
a dozen questions at one go. The Bill as. 
printed makes provision for payment of 
interest on an amount up to £500, but I may 
add that I do not think we should object 
to increase the amount, if the. Committee 
desire it, provided that the matter is left to 
the option of the Governor in Council. The 
Bill as drafted provides that the' amount 
may be raised to £500 at the option of 
the Governor in Council. Probably the 
rate of interest will be on a sliding 
scale. This is a theme upon which one 
could say a good deal, if the occasion were 
opportune, but I am afraid that I should 
be transgressing the rules of the House if 
I dilated on the matter now. 

Mr. LE:<NON: We shall not object to 
your doing so. 

The TREASURER: I imagine that I 
should not be allowed to go on, and I shall 
simply add that the whole question of our 
Savings Bank business has received the 
greatest and gravest consideration of the 
Government, and of the Treasury Depart­
ment in particular. I was delighted to 
notice the other evening that members op­
posite shared the opinion that the Govern· 
ment Savings Bank is a very important 
factor in the development of Queensland. 
'When a favourable opportunity presents 
itself I shall deal more fully with the 
matter, and in the meantime I shall content 
myself with moving the motion. 

Mr. LENNON (He1·bert): I called "Not 
formal " to this motion the other day, for 
the purpose of getting from the Minister 
what restriction the words "in certain 
particulars" imposed. Thes·e words have al­
ways met with objection from this side of the 
House, but my purpose in rising to-day was 
to ask whether the hon. gentleman, in addi­
tion to the very wise provision which he 
has said is made in the Bill to incr•ease the 
Ifmit upon which interest can be obtained 
from £200 to £500, is legislating upon the 
matter o£ unclaimed balances. The Govern­
ment have not set a good example in the 
first instanoe, and then later on in bringing 
other banking institutions to follow suit. We 
know very well that there was a lot of 
dissatisfaction in regard to unclaimed balances 
which are appropriated at various institutions. 
'I'he· Auditor-General has called attention in 
times past to the unclaimed balanoos in the 
B&.vings banks in Queensland. I think it 
ought to be gazetted after a lapse of seven 
years, for a period of three years, so that 
the next-of-kin or the legitimate heirs may 
have a chance of proving their c1aim to these 
unpaid balances, and the money may find its 
way to the proper owners. The Government 
should not hold on to these unclaimed 
balanoes. I fear the hon. gentleman does 
not intend to include that important par­
ticular in his proposal, and I would •suggest 
to him that at this late stage he should bring 
in a clause to deal with unpaid balances. 

The T'R:EASURER: That will receive con­
sideration. 

Mr. Lenmm.l 
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Mr. LENNON: I am glad to learn that 
the amount bea;ring interest is to bs increased, 
and I think that it might be very well in­
creased to £1,000. 

Mr. MULLAN (Charters Towers): I think 
the Tre:asurer might endeavour to meet the 
House in the direction of providing for these 
unpaid balances. 

The TREASURER: I told the deputy leader 
of the Opposition that I would consider it. 
I cannot say more just now. 

Mr. MULLAN: Seeing that the Bill is to be 
amended in certain particulars, and none of 
those particulars r<Jlate to unpaid balances, 
unless the scope of the Bill is enlarged at 
this stage, I do not see how he can very 
well do it The Auditor-G·eneral has agam 
and again' drawn the attention of th0 Go­
vernment to the matter. He wrote. a fairly 
exhaustive memorandum on the subJect, and 
at his instance the Government stated that 
they would take immediate steps-in fact, a 
Bill was drafted two years ago; and in his 
report of this year the Auditor-General ag'~lll 
impresses upon the Government the nece~sity 
of dealing with the matter as soon as poss1bl~, 
and regret-s tbat no action has been taken m 
connection with his memorandum of 1908-09. 

'l'h9 TREASURER: This is wide enough to 
enable us to deal with that matter. 

Mr. MULLAN: Having that assurance, I 
wili say nothing further. 

Mr. J. M. HGNTER (111amnoa): Seeing 
that the Government have suddenly conceived 
the necessity of enlarging the usefulness of 
this bank, it is rather a pity that they have 
not enlarged the scope of the Bill so that 
it can be made as useful an institution as it is 
in other States of the Commonwealth. If 
the Government could see the wisdom of 
associating the Agricultural Bank with this, 
and making it just as useful a bank in Queens­
land as it is in the other States, as intimated 
to the Chief Secretary by the message re­
ceived from the Premiers' Conference in New 
South \V·ales, w0 might have the same 
grounds for raising a protest against the 
Commonwealth Government now coming in 
and taking the stand that they are with 
regrard to establishing a Commonwealth Bank, 

The TREASURER: It has been used for that 
purpose very largely, If I hav0 an oppor­
tunity I will explain. 

Mr. J M. HUNTER: It has not the use in 
the dev~lopment of the industries of Queens­
land ·that the Southern savings banks have 
down ther€, and I presume that had the Go­
vernment known, when the Agricultural Bank 
Act was being amended, that the Federal 
Gc~ernment were taking the steps that they 
are taking, they might perhaps have en1arged 
the scope of the Agricultural Bank in the 
direction of associating the Savings Bank 
with it. But now that they have failed to 
do that, I would strongly urge the Treasurer 
to enlarge the scope of the Bill, 0ven at 
this late stage, in that direction, and then 
tlie State may with some justification raise its 
voice against the action of the Fedel'al Go­
vernment, but at present I do not see how 
the Government can put a decent case against 
the extension of the Federal Bank to 
Queensland. 

Mr. MANN (Cairns): l trust that the 
Government will not take action in the 
direction indicated by the hon. member for 
Maranoa, until we see more clearly what 
the intentions of the Federal Government 

[Mr. Lennon. 

are. If the Government enlarged the scope­
of our Savings Bank in order to allow of 
advances being made to settlers, we could 
only do so by competing against the Fed-­
eral bank, and if the Federal bank pro· 
vided 3:! or 3! per cent., the State, to ensure· 
getting the largest amount possible, must 
offer 4 per cent., and must charge the set­
tlers a corresponding price to be able to· 
pay depositors 4 per cent. interest. 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: The bank pays 4 pe"' 
cont. to the Government for the money iu 
uses. 

Mr. MANN: I hardly think that it does. 
There is only a certain amount of money to­
be invested in Queensland, and if the Fed­
eral and the State Government are both. 
competing for the investment of savings,. 
there will be a less amount of money iiL 
the State Savings Bank to advance. 

Mr. HAMILTON: It will be a duplication·. 
of machinery. 

Mr. MANN: If the Federal Government. 
insists on starting we will have to get new· 
offices and appoint men to look after them, 
because even if we employed school teachers 
in certain districts they could only do tha 
work in the morning and after school hours­
at night--

The SPEAKER: Order ! Will the hon. 
member deal with principles, instead of 
details. 

Mr. MANN: It will be wise to see exactly 
what the temper of the Federal Parliament 
is before we make any move in this matter._ 

Mr. FOLEY (Townsville): I was pleased' 
to hear the Treasurer intimate that tha 
Government were prepared to raise the­
amount on which the Government Savings. 
Bank would pay interest up to £500. I 
think that will prevent a large amount of 
money being shifted out of the Savingsc 
Bank into private banks, because if people 
have a pound or two they don't want to, 
use, they like to get interest on it. I was. 
pleased to hear the Treasurer intimate that 
it was the intention of the Government to­
reduce the amount which they would re­
ceive to deposits of the sum of ls. I think 
the Treasurer could even go one better 
than that and accept pennies. I see the 
Treasurer smiles, but in the old country­
thirty years ago the Government hit upon 
a plan by which children had cards issued. 
to them on which they could affix a dozen 
stamps and then deposit them in the bank. 
If such a scheme had been adopted here 
it would have been the means of bringing· 
in many thousands of pounds that are now 
paid into the penny savings banks. In· 
Townsville there is a penny savings bank 
run by the school of arts committee, and 
I have no doubt there are penny banks ali 
over the State. The people see the neces· 
sity of encouraging children to become· 
thrift:y:. I would also like to suggest the· 
necessity of amending the Act to enable· 
depositors in large cities to draw their· 
money at call tpe s~me a_s they do in Bris­
bane. A depos1tor m Bnsbane can go into­
tJ:e _Government Savings Bank, hand his 
shp 111, and get the money in ten minutes. 

_The TREe\. SURER : Are you quite sure? I 
d1scussed the matter this morning with the· 
Under Secretary. 

Mr. FOL~Y: That is quite correct. I£ I' 
want to Withdraw a sum of money iw 
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'Townsville, I make out a slip and hand in my 
'~o~k to the man in charge, and if I want 
It m less than a fortnight, I have to pay 
ls. 6d. to send a telegram to Brisbane and 
get a tel_eg~aphic reply, and I can get my 
money Withm twenty-four hours. 

The TREASURER : The Government intend 
in offices where ledger accounts are kept to 
make it possible for amounts ap to J:200 to 
l.Je paid on demand. 

Mr. FOLEY: That will be a great im­
provement and will tend to popularise the 
Savings Bank. 

The PREMIER : That wili operate in such 
places as Townsville. 

Mr. FOLEY: I am glad to hear that it 
.is the intention of the Government to allow 
people to make withdrawals on demand in 
any of the large offices in the State. 

Question put and passed. 

WAGES BOARDS ACT AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

INITIATION IN COMMITTE]!), 
(Mr. J'. Stodart, Logan, in the chai1·.) 

The TREASURER moved-
" That it is desirable that a Bill be intra­

educed to amend the Wages Boards Act of 1908." 

Mr. MANN asked whether it was pro­
posed in the Bill to alter the method of 
appointing a chairman? It was not wise 
that the Government-whether Liberal or 
Labour-should have the appointment of the 
chairman in their hands, because it gave 
rise to a feeling that a chairman so ap­
pointed would favour either one side or the 
~ther. 

The TREASURER said that provision was 
not made in the Bill. As other questions 
might be asked, he would briefly say what 
were some of the provisions contained in the 
measure. First, there was the definition of 
employer and employee. He might say that 
some of the amendments were the result of 
;mggestions made by members on the other 
side. For instance, the bon. member for 
Fortitude Valley, Mr. McLachlan, had in­
troduced a deputation in regard to the fur­
niture trade, and suggested that the board 
should be elected in precisely the same way 
as other boards. The reason for the special 
provision not giving them that power was 
the fear that certain people might swamp 
the board, but there was ample evidence 
that no such danger existed. Power was 
given to increase or decrease the number of 
members on a special board, the maximum 
being twelve and the minimum four. The 
Bill also dealt with the question of giving 
€qual representation to the order and ready­
made branches of the clothing trade. The 
<Jhairman, on assuming office, would be re­
quired to take the oath of office; and wit­
nesses, when summoned, wou1d be required 
.to attend. With regard to permits for aged, 
Blow, and infirm workers, power was given 
to the chief inspector to issue them. 

Mr. THEODORE: A very bad thing. 

The TREASURER : The administration 
'of the department showed how necessary it 
was that there should be some other pro­
vrswn. Some men had been practically forced 
to the verge of starvation because there was 
;no such provision in the Act. Another pro-

vision was that service on the board should 
not be a reason for a person being dismissed 
by his employer. 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed, and the resolution was 
agreed to. 

FIRST READING. 
The Bill was read a first time, and the 

second reading made an Order of the Day 
for to-morrow. 

STATE EDUCATION ACTS AMEND­
MENT BILL. 

INITIATION IN COMMITTEE. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION (Hon. K. M. Grant, Rock­
hampton) moved-

" That it is desirable that a Bill be intro­
duced to amend the State Education Acts, 1875 
to 1910, in certain particulars." 

Mr. LENNON : Unless the Minister de­
sired to give some explanation of the mea­
sure, he would like to take the opportunity 
of moving an amendment to widen the scope 
of the motion. A recent incident which he 
brought before the House rendered very 
necessary the amendment he desired to see 
introduced. When the Religious Instruction 
in State Schools Act was introduced an 
attempt was made to introduce a very prac­
tical and reasonable clause providing that 
only the children of those parents who ex· 
pressed their desire in writing to the teacher 
should receive religious instruction. That 
amendment, however, was rejected, and the 
subject of religious instruction was now on 
the curriculum; consequently, teachers were 
required by the department to give this in­
struction unless parents objected in writing. 
That addition to the curriculum brought 
about the unpleasant occurrence at Goondi, 
to which he had referred on more than one 
occasion, and in order to prevent, if pos­
sible, the recurrence d a like incident, he 
moved that the question b0 amended by the 
addition of the following words:-
" one of these particulars being to provide 
that forms be issued to parents and guardians 
requesting them to state whether theY desire 
their children to receive religious instruction 
or not." 
If that amendment was carried, as he 
hoped it would be, it would render the 
teaching of religious instruction in State 
schools less irritating to those people who 
did not desire to have their children roped 
in and compelled to receive such instruc­
tion, to which they might have conscientious 
objections. It was within his knowledge 
that prior to the introduction of this excres­
cence on our splendid system of educa­
tion, people holding certain religious tenets 
tried to influence children in the direction 
of their own particular views by handing 
catechisms to them and asking thGm to 
read them. Whilst he had no objection to 

religious zealots-indeed, he ad­
[4.30 p.m.] mired people who had religious 

zeal, provided that zeal was pro­
perly directed-he thought their zeal should 
be directed into proper channels. The rea­
sonable amendment which he proposed, and 
which was only a slight modification of the 
amendment they endeavoured to get car­
ried when the Bible in State Schools Bill 
was before the Committee, would give 
parents an opportunity of saying whether 

!lfr. Lennon.] 
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or not they desired their children to receive 
religious instruction, and would allay a 
good deal of irritation which had arisen in 
one district, and which might arise in any 
other district at any moment. Even the 
upholders of religions instruction in State 
schoole must realise that if they desired to 
popularise that form of instruction they 
must make it agreeable to the whole people. 
Members should not view this question from 
a Brisbane standpoint, or from the stand­
point of large cities like Rockhampton, 
Townsville ana Charters Towers, but 
should car~v themselves in mind to remote 
parts of the State where there were small 
schools attended by perhaps twenty, or 
twenty-five, or thirty children, and where 
the difficulty he had referred to was very 
much accentuated. There might be a school 
in which the parents of fifteen or twenty 
pupils desired that their children should 
receive religious instruction, and where the 
parents of the other eight or ten were op­
posed to their children receivi~g religious 
instruction, but neglected to mform the 
teacher of their wishes in the matter. They 
might not think ~f the matter unti_l son:e 
time after they discovered that then chil­
dren had been receiving a form of instruc­
tion that they did not approve of, and then 
the fat was in the fire, and a row ensued. 
The object of this amenament was to pre­
vent a recurrence of the unpleasant inci­
dent which had alre.ady arisen; there was 
no other motive behind it, and he felt con­
fident that the Committee would accept it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: He was glad that the de· 
puty leader of the Opposition had given 
him an opportunity of stating what amend­
ments the Government desired to introduce 
into the Education Act. He quite agreed 
with the hon. member· that our system of 
primary education had been a splendid one. 
But thirty-five years had elapsed since it 
was brought in, and it was desirable that 
we should get into line with other countries. 
The hon. member took it for granted that 
the incident he mentioned as having oc­
curred at Goondi was substantially cor· 
rect. He was sorry that the other papers 
in connection with that matter had not been 
circulated in time for the hon. member to 
peruse them before this motion came before 
the Committee. It was no fault of his that 
they had not been circulated ; probably it 
was no fault of anybody, but was due to 
the pressure of work in the Government 
Printing Office. The papers would, how­
ever, be circulated that afternoon, and in 
the meantime he would read one or two 
extracts from them, not in a controversial 
manner, but merely with a view to put 
the facts before the Committee. 

Mr. LENNON : Had we not better wait for 
the full report? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION : He only wanted to make 
one or two extracts from the report. In­
spector Earnshaw went up to Goondi, and 
the first thing he did was to see the 
teacher, who gave an unqualified denial of 
the whole matter. Then he thought it de­
sirable to make inquiries from the parents 
at first hand, and the ·teacher gave him 
every assistance by furnishing him with the 
addresses of the parents. The inspector 
said-

f' The teacher gave me every assistance in 

[Mr. Lennon. 
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finding the parents. I saw Mrs. O'Brien and. 
Kate O'Brien, aged thirteen years, ":ho ;:erified 
Miss Woodard's statement. The girl, m her 
mother's presence, said she had not been pun­
ished nor threatened with punishment, and that 
when she refused to read Miss Woodard ex­
cused her without making any remark. The 
mother said she had no complaint to make in 
the matter. 

" Mrs. Doyle had no complaint to make. 
Larry had not been punished. Mr. Doyle w9uld 
not send a written request, but he had smce 
asked the teacher to excuse the boy from the 
lessons. 

" );Irs. Davis said none of her children had 
been punished or threatened with punishment, 
and tbe only complaint she had to make was, 
she thought the teacher should have sent every 
parent a written notification that a written 
request for exemption was required. She said 
her daughter had told her this was necessary, 
but the boy had not. To-day the boy said he 
had told his mother, and she said she was too 
busy then to write one. 

" Mrs. Cleary was satisfied with everything: 
and had no complaint of any kind to make. 

" Mr. Downing, the only other Roman Catho­
lic parent, lived too far away: and as his 
children were not in any way brought into the 
mn"tter, I did not interview him. 

u This morning, on my arrival at the schoor 
at 8.15, I found Mrs. Stevens, mother of the 
mill manager, the chairman and the secretary 
of the school committee, awaiting me. All 
wished to express their sympathy with the 
teacher in this matter, which they regarded as 
altogether unjust. All stated that till the 
article appeared in the Democrat no idea of any· 
dissatisfaction had been heard of at Goondi. 

"Miss Woodard has acted strictly in accord-· 
ance with Regulation 156A in requiring a writ-· 
ten request, but, as I privately told her after­
wards, she made an error in judgment in not 
putting the children on one side where opposi­
tion seemed to exist and writing a note to the 
parents of those children, informing them tbat 
unless they sent a written request she should 
take it for granted that the parents did not ob­
ject to the lessons. Later, all the Roman 
Catholic parents, except JJoyle, sent written . 
requests. I read them all, 'and none of them 
contained any complaint about punishment or 
threatenings." 

In another report the inspector said-
" Finally, I may state I wished not to shield 

the teacher in the inquiry or tu exercise a kindly 
offices," etc. (see 6), but to find out the truth; 
and I took what I considered to be the best 
methods to do this. My former report of the 
inquiry is literally correct." 

The lnnisfail Democrat had a leader on 
the inquiry, hom which it would be only 
necessary for him to quote this one sen .. 
tence-

" We did not, for instance [1] ·even remotely· 
insinuate that any child had been caned, the 
words used being " forced at the point of the 
cane," an expression which is cleatly and 
thoroughly understood by every intelligent per­
son as indicative of that power of corporal 
punishment which is always in reserve as a 
recognised and legitimate means of enforcing· 
compliance with instructions and maintaining· 
necessary discipline." 

He did not think it neoessary to go any 
further into that matter, because. the parents 
themselves did not say that the children were 
caned o.r that they were threatened with the· 
cane. ·with r,egarcl to the ·amendment mewed: 
by the hon. member, all he could say was that 
the Bill which he proposed to introduce did 
not deal with the Bibte in State schools ques-· 
tion at all. · That question was left absolutely 
on one side. The people had expressed a, 
certain desire in regard to that matter, and: 
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whatever might be the individual opinions of 
bon. members, they as democrats could not 
go against the expressed wish of the people. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: Can't we? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN. 
STRUCTION: All h<J could say was that if 
the Committee decided to deal with that 
question, there would not be time to go o,n 
with the Bill. The Bill proposed to repeal 
the provision in the existing Act with regard 
to the one-fifth contribution by local resi­
dents. He had always feH that that provision 
had borne very severely upon many districts 
-(hear, hear !)-particularly new settle­
ments, where men had gone on the land, and 
for the first three or four years had to work 
very hard to make ends meet, without being 
compelled to scrape money together in order 
to raise one-fifth of the co.st of a school so 
that their children might be educated. The 
Bill further proposed that it should be made 
compulsory that childr,en should reach a pre­
scribed standard of education. The Govern­
ment also asked for authority for medical 
and dental inspection. Ano,ther provision 
proposed to raise the school age to fourteen 
years-(hear, hear !)-and to require that 
every child should attend school every day 
unless a ,valid excuse for absence was fur­
nished, and certain valid excuses were speci­
fied. There was another clause which dealt 
with leaving- certificates, and provided that 
children going tQ a high school should get a 
certificate. 

Mr. MuLLAN: Are you adopting a system 
of transfer from primary to secondary 
schools? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: There would be a qualifying 
examination-not a competitive examination, 
but a qualification, with a minimum percent­
age. This was an 'entirely new departure. 
The Committee were perfectly at liberty to 
have a !o,ng academical discussion on the 
Bible in State schools question, if members 
chose, but if they did they could not have 
this Bill. He could not accept the amend­
ment. 

Mr. LENNON wished to say a few words 
in reply to the remarks of the l'dinister on 
the second article which appeared in the 
lnnisfail Democrat. The hon. p-entleman 
argued that the Democrat backed down con­
siderably in that article. But the fact was 
that they simply explained what they meant 
by the ,expression " Forced at the point of 
the cane." That kind of reasoning show€'d 
a sort of dialectical skill that was too keen 
for the Minister. Then, ag-ain, the hon. 
gentleman omitted to mention-he did not 
know whether he was awar,e of it or not­
although he referred to the parent, Davis, 
who was quite satisfied to take his children 
away from the school, and although he said 
Mr. Dowling- was too far away to be seen, 
he has also, I believe, taken his children 
away from the school. He was sure the bon. 
g-entleman did not want that. but the want 
of common sense in ha~ndling- this delicate 
matter would have that, effe~t. He had 
moved the amendment for the purpose of 
all?,yino: dissatisfaction on these imrortant 
matters. 

Mr. McLACHLAN (Fnrtitwle Yalle)l\ 
thought it was a pity the Minister had 
signified hi,; intention of not accepting the 
amendment. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
The House crejected the amendment. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: No, it did not. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
This Bill does not deal with that aspect at, 
all. 

I\Ir. McLACHLAN: The amendment moved 
on the previous occasion, if he remembered 
rightly, was that before a child was given 
religious instruction the parent had to signify 
his desire to that effect. The object of the 
present amendment was to have a circ~lar 
printed and sent . to ~he parent~, . askl!lg 
whether it was their desire that rehgwus m­
struction should be given to their children 
or not. The Minister stated that if we de­
sire to have an academic discussion on the 
Bible in State Schools Bill they should lose 
the amending Bill which he had introduced. 
He had thrown that out as a sort of threat, 
which was not a fair way to treat the Com­
mittee. He thought the amendments con­
tained in the Bill were good amendments, and 
were necessary in our educational system. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Why not 
let them come along ? 

Mr. MoLACHLAN: He was quite pre· 
pared to do that, if the Minister. would 
accept this arnen~ment. It was a pity t~at 
our State educatiOn system was blotted oy 
the measure which was passed some time ago. 
He had at all times offere(\ his _protest agai~st, 
our educational system bemg mterfered with 
in that way. As that Act was now on the 
statute-book, they should in fairness to per­
sons in r,emote parts of the State, who might 
not be so conversant with the Acts ar:d 
regulations as those persons who resided . m 
the cities, see that they ha(\ an op~;ortumty 
of signing this form, to sigmfy wh~tr;er th_ey 
desired their children to have rehg10us Ill· 

struction or not. He was very pleased to 
know that the Government were not intro­
ducing the competitive syst~ll! of examination, 
but. ,vere hf1vlng the quah1y1ng exam1nabon. 
He hoped the Minister would accept the 
amendment. 

Mr. HAMILTON (Gregory) was heartily in 
accord with the sentiments expressed in the 
amendment. It would have been a proper 
thing to have inserted it in the Bill when _it 
was going through. The correspondence m 
connection with the Goondi school showed 
that some people did not know that it was 
necessary for them to write t? the te~cher. 
He thought it was a :nuch _easier way, If ~h0 
p;ar'ents, wanted their children Ito recerve 
relio-ious instruction, for them to drop a note 
to the teacher. The amendment did not 
interfere at all with the system. He was 
sorrv that this religious teaching ever came, 
into" our education system, as it is causing 
a lot of ill-feeling, judging from the accounts 
in the Press. However, they had to make 
the best of it, but they wanted to make it; 
work as harmoniously as possible, ~mel the 
amendment would tend to that obJect. If 
every parent was circularised and told that 
if they wanted exemption they would have 
to write for it, there would ba no excuse 
for them. In country districts everybody 
did not r,ead Hnnsard or see the Bill, and 
was not aware what they were called upon to 
do. As to the case at Goondi, there was 
some excuse for the hon. member for Her­
bert in corning to the conclusion that he did 
when he read the parag-raph in t,he 
IJemoaat. The inspector said-

" Before holding the inquiry I read the 
Democ,-at article of 7th October, and I was 
satisfied that the writer wished to convey the 

Mr. Hamilton.] 
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·]mpreseion that the teacher by punishment or 
threats of punishment had coerced the children 
to read the Bible lessons." 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
The second leader of the Democrat goes back 
'On that. 

Mr. HAMILTON: The abceptanoe of the 
-amendment would obviate any occurrence of 
the sort in the future. 

Mr. ADAMSON (Rockhampton) wanted to 
·congDatulate the Minister on what he had 
·said concerning the <''Bill, which he hoped 
would be carried through. He thought it was 
·a good thing that the one-fifth contribution 
'Should be done away with, and that the age 
:should be raised to fourteen. The idea of 
making the continuation classes more effective 
was 'also a good thing, and it was also de­
sirabie to try to make compulsory attendance 
more effective than it had been. He thought 
that the qualifying principle, instead of the 
competitive principle, with the passing from 
the State schools to the secondary schools, 
was an excellent idea. At the same time, 
he was quite at one with the deputy leader 
of the Opposition in seeking to clear the 
air in connection with the matters he had 
brought forward. He did not think the 
amendment would do any harm, and there 
would be no opposition to the teachers· ask­
in!!' the parents whether they wanted their 
ch1ldr~n to attend the class for religious in­
structwn. If the parents were as anxious 
about the matter as they ought to be they 
would not need to be asked by the depart­
ment, but would send word at once. When 
these cl>asses were being formed, he sent word 
at once to the head teacher that his boy 
wr:s. not to ~t~end any classes where a 
mm!Ster of rel!gwn gave instruction. The 
method proposed by the amendment would 
help to prevent such things taking place as 
ha? . oocur.red at Goondi. He would ask the 
Mm!Ster 1f it was the intention when the 
R~li,gious Instru?tion Bill was passed, that 
rmmsters of rehgion could attend on any 
day of the week? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
On a day when the committee decided. · 

)\'I_r. ADAMSON: In some places all the 
mm1st~r~ attend on one day, and the school 
was divided according to the denominations. 
In other oases, they only attended on certain 
days. Teachers had spoken to him in different 
places that ministers attended on diff.erent 
days, and the work of the school was dislo­
cated on three or four days a week. It was 
~ar better that the school should be divided 
m th!l t way on one day than that it should 
be. ~hslooate~ and the work disarranged by 
numsters gomg there on different days. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLJC INSTRUCTION : 
I quite agree with you; and we try to make 
the stipulation. The committee have the 
right of deciding the day, and the Minister 
the hour. 

Mr. ADAMSON: He wished all commit­
tees were like the Mount Morgan committee 
who insisted on all religiouR instruction be: 
ing·being given on one day. He would like 
the Minister to accept the u 1t1endment; at 
the same time he hoped the Bill would not 
be lost, as it was a very good Bill. 

Mr. ALLEN (Bulloo) was sorry the Min­
ister did not see his way to accept 'the amend­
ment. 

I Ji?·. ll mnilton. 

Mr. LENNON: If the Minister promises Lo 
have it done by regulation, I will withdraw 
the amendment. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
No; I can't do that. 

Mr. ALLEN : If this provision had been 
contained in the Bill, the incident at Goondi 
would not have taken place. The inspector, 

in his report on the matter, said 
[5 p.m.] that Miss Woodard acted 

strictly iJa accordance with Regu­
lation 156A in requiring a written request. 
He thought so too. The inspector went on 
to say, however, that sho made an error of 
judgment in not putting the children on one 
side where opposition seems to exist. He 
thought it was too much to expect teachers 
to anticipate opposition, and the amendment 
would be a great safeguard in the interests 
of all concerned. He was glad this. amending 
Bill had been introduced, but the question 
of hours was a matter that demanded atten-, 
tion. He did not see how the requirements 
of the syllabus could be met, seeing that one 
hour a week was set aside for religious in­
struction and two and a-half hours for drill. 
He could not understand how teachers would 
be able to keep up the ordinary school work. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
There is going to be an alteration in the 
syllabus. 

Mr. ALLEN: He was pleased to hear it. 
He knew that people were discontented with 
the present condition of things, because too 
much was taken out of ordinary school time. 
In connection with these continuation schools, 
the Minister d'id not state . whether the 
standard of education was to be raised, but 
he thought it ought to be raised. Another 
·point for consideration was the question of 
mileage from State schools. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
That is also increased-2 miles under ten 
years and 3 miles over ten years of age. 

Mr. ALLEN :. He did not think that wad 
enough. Two and a-half miles was not too 
much for a child eight years of age to walk 
to school, and from eleven years it might be 
made 3 miles. In country districts schools 
could not be kept up to the necessary attend­
ance because families outside the radius of 
2 miles did not send their children to school 
regularly and there was no chance of com­
pelling the children to attend. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
Would it not be better to leave that over 
until we get to the Committee stage? 

Mr. ALLEN: Yes; as long as the ques­
tion will come up then. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
Oh, yes. 

Mr. RYLAND hoped the amendment 
would be accepted. It was too much to ex­
pect parents who objected to their children 
receiving religious instruction to send writ­
ten notice to the teacher; the proper thing to 
do would be to send the parents a circular 
containing the wor,ds "Yes" and "No," by 
means of which they could indicate whether 
they desired their children to receive reli· 
gious instruction or not. Such a provision 
as that would meet the whole case, and do 
away with a lot of the heartburning at pre­
sent existing. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN (Kennedy): The Minister 
would be wise in accepting the amendment, as 
it would tend to remove the friction in connec-
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-tion with giving religious instruction in State 
schools, Many of the parents might not care 
to write specifically stating that they did not 
wish their children to receive these lessons; 
:but it would be a very easy matter for them 
to sign a "Yes" or "No" form. It would 
be wise for those who assisted to put this 
blemish on our system of education to sup­
port this amendment with the view of eras­
ing· the friction that existed. He was sure 
that if the question of religious instruction 
were again put to the popular vote, the 
former decision would be reversed, 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: It would be a grace­
ful act on the part of the Minister to accept 
the amendment, 

Mr. FOLEY: The statements which had 
'been made that afternoon exactly bore out 
.the argument that he advanced when they 
were passing the Bible in State Schools Bill. 
He then said it was very hard that people 
·should be required to write to the teacher 
informing him of their objection to their 
children receiving religious instruction. 
While parents might be willing to sign a 
circular, stating that they did not wish 
their children to receive religious instruc­
tion, they did not desire to proclaim their 
:opinion on this matter from the housetops, 
because they would then be regarded ·as 
heathens by some people. The issue of a 
circular such as was suggested would do 
away with a great deal of the friction which 
had been referred to, and it would afford 
-an excel!J:mt means of ascertaining the true 
'feeling of the people with regard to the 
question of religious instruction in State 
schools. The amendment was a reasonable 
-one, and the Minister would be wise in 
accepting it. 

Question-That the words proposed to be 
added (Zvir. Lennon's amendment) be so 
added-put; and the Committee divided:-

AYES, 24. 
Mr. Adamson 

Allen 
Collins 
Corser 
Coyne 
Ferricks 
Foley 
Hamilton 
Hardacre 
Hunter, J. M. 
Land 
Lennon 

~dr. Lesina 
McLachlan 
Mann 
Maughan 
May 
Mulcahy 
Mullan 
Murphy 
O'Sullivan 
Payne 
Ryland 

, Theodore 
TellMs: Mr. J. M. Hunter and Mr. O'Sullivan. 

NOES, 32. 
Mr. Appel Mr. Morgan 

Barnes, G. P. Paget 
Barnes, W. H. Petrie 
Booker Philp 
Bouchard Rankin 
Brennan Somerset 
Bridges Stevens 
Crawford Swayne 
Denham Thorn 
Forsyth Tolmie 
Fox Trout 
Grant Vowles 
Grayson Walker 
Gunn Welsby 
Hunter, D. White 
Macartney , Wienholt 

Tellers: Mr. Booker and Mr. Walker. 

PAIR. 
Aye-Mr. Blair. No-Mr. Hodge. 

Resolved in the negative. 
Original question put and passed. 

The HouS•9 resumed. The CHAIRMAN re· 
ported the resolution, which was agreed to. 

FIRST READING. 

The Bill was read a first time, and its 
second reading made an Order of the Day 
for to-morrow. 

MACKAY HARBOUR BOARD ACT 
AMENDMENT BILL. 

CoNSIDERATION IN ColiiMIT·TEE OF CouNCIL's 
AMENDMENT. 

The TREASURER: Th!l Council pro­
posed to insert in clause 9, line 22, the words 
"by the board." This was only a matter of 
detail, and- he moved that the amendment 
be agreed to. 

Mr. MULLAN asked what would bo the 
effect of the amendment ? 

The TREASURER : The intention of the 
framers of the Bill was that these harbour 
works should be carried out and completed 
by the board under the supervision and con­
trol of the Minister or his responsible 
officer. It. was thought in another place 
that the clause did not make it quite clear 
who was to do the work, and so the amend­
ment inserting the words " by the board" 
had been made. 

Mr. LENNON: Are you accepting that? 

The TREASURER : Indeed he was; he 
had no hesitation in accepting the amend­
ment, because· it made the intention of the 
clause quite clear. 

Mr. LENNON: He missed the first part 
of the hon. gentleman's remarks, and he 
should like to know if he was correct in his 
impression that the Minister assured the 
Committee that, in view of the magnitude 
of the financial res))onsibility undertaken 
by the board, the department would see that 
the whole work was carried out subject to 
the supervision and approval of Mr. Cullen 
or some other responsible officer. 

The TREASURER : He could assure the 
Committee that the Government regarded it 
as highly important that a work of this 
magnitude should be supervised by a r.e­
sponsible Government officer. Unless such 
officer approved of the work as it progressed, 
no payment would be made on account. 
The departmental officers would see that the 
work w·as properly done. 

Mr. MANN was not quite clear that the 
amendment was in order, as it might in­
crease the exnense of the work. The Bill 
as it left the- Assembly had provided that 
the work would be done under the super­
vision of the Minister through his officers, 
and no one would deny the ability of Mr. 
Cullen to do the work, but here the work 
was to be done by the board. The Minister 
mi&'ht have read the accounts of the expense 
whiCh was caused at Cairns through the 
board's engineer doing certain work. If 
they had had this Bill before the Speaker 
left the chair he would have raised a point 
of order a.s to whether the Council were in 
order in inserting the amendment, because, 
according to "May," they had not the r:ight 
to even regulate expenditure, but by the 
amendment they were attempting to do so, and 
it might ()reate a greater burden. He had a 
good mind to raise the point of order with the 
Speaker in the chair. This Chamber should 

Mr. ]~[ann.] 
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be very jealous of the control of the public 
purse, and if they allowed the other Cham­
ber to increase or decrease the expenditure, 
th~Y. w<;r<;> a!Iowins- them to filch a way cer­
tam privileges whiCh this Chamber had en­
joyed for a very lengthy period. 

Mr. LENNON: I think your point of order 
would be upheld. 

Mr. MANN: He intended to raise it on 
the report stage of the BilL 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN re­

ported that th<e Committee had agreed to the 
Legislative Council's an1endn1ent.· 

The TREASURER : I move that the reso­
lution be agreed to by the House. 

Mr. MANN: I would ask your ruling, 
Mr. Speaker, as to whether this amendmen·o 
is strictly in o~der. I have not got "JV[ay" 
by me at present, but I remember reading 
the other day where even the House of Lords 
have not been allowed in any shape or form 
to control the administration of the nublic 
purse. By putting in this amendment the 
other House may increase the expenditure, 
because the work will require to be done by 
the board under the sunervision of the 
Minister through his officers. A q the Bill 
left this nlace the work had to be done 
under the stipervision of the Minister 
through his officers, these officers employing 
the men themselves. By the insertion of "by 
the boa~d" we do not know what wages the 
board may pay or what it will cost to super­
vise the work which it is doing. For that 
reason, I ask if the amendment is in order. 

The SPEAKER : The question before the 
House is that the resolution be agreed to. 

Question put and pass<ed. 

The TREASURER: I move that the Bill 
be returned to the Legislative Council with a 
message intimating that the Assembly have 
agreed to the amendment made by the 
Legislati ,.e Council. 

Mr. MANN: I think we would be well 
advised to add to that amendment: that the 
House is desirous of preserving its undoubted 
rights and privileges as far as the control of 
the public purse is concerned. I will not 
pursue the subject further. I think if you had 
considered that this amendment was ultra, 
vires you would not have accepted it, but I 
thought it possible you might have overlooked 
it. If you are satisfied, I am contented t() 
let it go. 

Question put and pass;3d. 

WORKERS' DWELLINGS ACT AMEND­
MENT BILL. 

CONSIDERATION IN COMMITTEE OF LEGISLATIVE 
CouNCIL's AMENDMENT. 

The TREASURER: Mr. Speaker,-I move 
that you do now leave the chair. 

The SPEAKER : It is my duty to give 
the House my view on the question of this 
amendment. It appears to me, and I .am of 
the opinion, that the Legislative Council have 
invaded one of the privileges of this Assembly. 

HoNOURABLE l\1E1IBERS: Hear, heart 
The SPEAKER : And for the guidance of 

the ~Iouse I wish to point out that my ruling 
B grven on the procedure as laid down ir, 
"May," 11th edition, page 574, which rea;ds-

" That all aids and supplies, and aids to 
His Majesty in Parliament, are the sole gift of 
the Commons; and all Bills for the granting of 
any such aids and supplies ought to begin with 

[..tfr. Mann. 

the Commons ; and that it is the undoubted 
and sole right of the Commons to direct, limit, 
and appoint in such Bills the ends, purposes, 
considerations, conditions, limitations, and 
qualifications of such grants, which ought not 
to be changed . or altered by the House of' 
Lords." 
I have no hesitation ·in laying this ruling: 
before the House. 

Question put and pass13d. 

Cmril!IITTEE. 
(11!£1·. J. B_todnrt, Lognn, in the chair.) 

The TREASURER moved that th<> Coun­
cil's amendment in clause 3 be disagre<ed to. 

HONOURABLE l\IEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

The TREASURER : His reason for doing 
so was that it was an invasion of the privi­
leges of the House, as pointed out in "May," 
page 574. He did not think it was necessary 
to refer to it, but he simply moved that the 
amendment be disagreed to. 

Mr. LENNON congratulated the Minister 
for the action he had taken in this matter. 
He was quite certain he was well fortified in 
his action by sound reasons, and he was also 
certain that the action on the nart of another 
place had been brought about 'by the deputa­
tion representing building societies-their 
obi ect was to alter this Bill in the interests. 
of· building societies-and he was very glad 
that even the Government would not allow 
itself to be made use of. (Laughter.) 

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN re­
ported that the Committee had disagreed to 
the Legis!a.tive Council's amendment. The· 
resolution was adopted. 

The TREASURER: I move that the fol­
lowing messag' be sent to the Legislative 
Council:-

"That the Legislative Assembly having had 
under consideration the Legislative Council's 
amendment in the Workers' Dwellings Bill, beg 
now to intimate that they disagree to the 
amendinent-

" Because it infringes the undoubted and. 
sole right of the Legislative Assembly· 
to control the expenditure and dis­
bursement of money either by graut 
or loan. 

" The Legislative Assembly do not think it 
necessary to offer any further reason, hoping­
that this reason may be considered sufficient." 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. LENNON: I would like to say that. 
from the Hnnsnrd report it appears that the 
Government representative in the other 
House, in not standing to his guns, permitted 
this amendment to be introduced. He said 
he would not feel much grieved if the Bm 
was thrown out. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

Mr. MANN: I am not quite sure that I 
agree with the message to be sent to the 
other place-that the 'freasurer has not been 
happy in the use o£ the word "control"­
because I wished to keep the control of th& 
expenditure in the hands of the Government 
in another Bill. I claim that we would not be 
justified in accepting the amendment in either 
Bill. I am glad he has done it in this 
case, because it at least shows the other 
place that we intend, in at least this instance, 
to preserv.e our rights, and I heartily support 
the Treasurer in the attitude he has taken up 
to endeavour to control the public purse. 

Question put and passed. 
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'l'RADES AND LABOUR HALL MORT­
GAGE· AND LEASES ACT AMEND­
MENT BILL. 

SECOND READI:-iG. 

'l'he PREMIER : In 1893 an Act was passed 
to enable the trustees of the Trades Hall 
to execute a mortgage of their property for 
a sum not greater than £2,500; they now 
desire to make considerable improvements 
to their property, and for that purpose seek 
to increase their borrowing powers to £6,000. 
I have made inquiries, and I have no doubt 
as to the solvency of the transaction. It is 
doubtful whether they will avail themselves 
of the full power of borrowing the £6,000, 
even if it is given to them by this Bill. The 
board of management are circumscribed in 
their operations by the sec~ion of the Act we 
are seeking to amend, whwh provides that-

" It shail be lawful for the said trustees, in 
such manner as may be directed by the board 
of management for the time being, or a majo­
rity of them, and with the consent of the 
mortgagee, to grant a lease or leases of the 
lands or any part thereof : Proviued that no 
such "lease shall be granted for any term 
exceeding five years, except with the approval 
of the Governor in Council." 
I think there is a perfect safeguard there, 
and the simple object of the Bill is to en­
able the board of management to negotiate 
a larger lean for the purpose of making 
n<lcessary improvements. I move the second 
reading of the Bill. 

Mr. MANN : I just wish to say a word to 
remove an impression in the rninds o£ ~o1nn 
members that when I took exception to the 
irregular way in which the Bill was intro­
duced I wanted to prevent it going through. 
My object was simply to preserve the rights 
of the Opposition. I think it is a bad prin­
ciple for the Government to take certain 
private Bills and put them through as public 
Bills. They might put through the Bills of 
members on their own side in that way and 
do nothing to assist Opposition members in 
getting their Bills through. 

Hon. R. PHILP : This is not a Bill of one 
of the Government supporters. 

Mr. MANN : I am not saying that it is. 
I am merely pointing out that any Govern· 
ment may put through all ~he private Bil!s. of 
their own supporters while the OppositiOn 
members have no chance at all. I am pleased 
that this Bill has been introduced ; and I see 
no harm in increasing the borrowing powers 
of the trustees as long as the money will be 
spent judiciously, and I am sm'e that the 
trustees will spend the money in the best 
interests of the people concerned. I will vote 
for the second reading. 

Question put and passed. 

COMMITTEE. 
Clause 1 put and passed. 
On clause 2, as follows-
" In the proviso of section three of the prin­

cipal Act, the words " two thousand five hun­
dred pounds " are repeaied, and the words 
" six thousand pounds " are inserted in lieu 
thereof." 

Mr. ORA WFORD (Fitzroy) : It was pro­
posed in this Bill to hand over great powers 
to a great corporation. It was proposed to 
give them power to spend a lot of money, hut 
no guarantee was required that the men 
who would be employed by the expenditure of 

this money would receive a minimum wage. 
(Laughter.) The least the advocates of the 
Bill could do wou1d be to insist on the pay· 
ment of the highest minimum wage they had 
advocated this session-namely, lOs. a day. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. D. HUNTER (Tfloolloongabba): He 
was not going to oppose the Bill, which he 
thought was very. necessa.ry,. but he thought 
it would be only nght to msist th~t any work 
for which the money was to be rais~d should 
be done by day labour. The dwollmgs that 
had been erected under the Workers' Dwell­
ings Act had all been built by contract, and 
it was quite possibl.e that the bo.ard of man­
agement of the Trades Hall might call for 
tenders for anv work they wanted done; 
therefore he thought there should be a stipu­
lation that the work should be done by day 
labour. But there was nothing in the Bill 
about day labour or a minimum wage. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! The question 
of a minimum wage or day labou~ does not 
arise under this clause. Tho questiOn beforB" 
the Committee is that clause 2 stand part of 
tho Bill. 

Mr. D. HUNTER: He would simply move· 
that the clause be amended by providing that 
all work done out of the money raised shouH 
be done by day labour. This would put 
members opposite to the test as to whether 
they were prepared to insert that in their 
own Bill. 

The CHAIRMAN : I rule that the hon. 
member's amendment is out of order. 

HoN. R. PHILP said he was delighted 
to se0 this Bill ·introduced. It was another 
plank of the Labour platform gone-the 
plank against borrowing money. In 1893, 
when Mr. Reid proposed the Bill, Mr. Hoolan 
said the last plank of their platform was. 
gone, and he opposed the passing of the ~ill, 
as he considered those trustees had no nght· 
to borrow money. He (Hon. R. Philp) was 
glad to see that the l?eovle on the other ~ide· 
were becoming capitalists. At one time 
they had macde a boast that there was more 
capital on that side than on the Government 
side. They ought to be encouraged to save 
their money and invest it in bricks and 
mortar, and then they would have the same 
feeling for the other fellow who possessed 
bricks and mortar when the Federal land 
tax came along. The plank of the Labour 
platform with regar-d to selling land had 
gone, and the plank in regard to borrowing· 
money had alw gone. He was pleased to 
support the Bill. 

Mr. THEODORE: He was not a member 
of the board of management of the Trades 
Hall, but he might say that they proposed 
to raise the money amongst themselves by 
simply using their own funds. The Trades 
Hall board was a body constituted of dele­
gates appointed by unions who were tenants. 
of the hall. 

An HONOURABLE ME1IBER : Why do they 
want these powers? 

l'IIr. THEODORE: 'fhe principal Act im­
posed certain obligations in connection with 
the expenditure of money by the board, who· 
were simply exercising the powers vested in 
them, and complying with the obligations 
imposed. 'fhere was no proposal to borrow 
money in the open market, or to encroach on 
the policy of hon. gentlemen opposite. 

Clause put and passed. 

Mr. The.odord 
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The Houoo resumed. The CHAIRMAN re· 
ported the Bill without amendment· and the 
third reading was made an Order of the Day 
Jor to-morrow. 

BOONAH SCHOOL OF AR-TS LAND 
MORTGAGE BILL. 

SECOND READING. 

Mr. WIENHOLT (Fasgifcrn): This Bill is 
;almost identical with other Bills of a similar 
character which have been passed through 
this House during the life of the prcsen t 
ParliamBnt. It is in fact similar to the 
Harrisville School 'of Arts Bill. which I had 
the honour to introduce, the Longreach 

School of Arts Bill, and the 
[7 p.m.] Mackay School of Arts Bill. 

'These small Bills may take up 
a good deal of the . time of the House, 
but they are a sign of growing prosperity in 
the country generally. Hon. members have 
.no doubt read the evidence taken by the 
Select. Committee, and they will haye seen 
that 1t was taken with exceptional fullness 
and gone into with unusual carefulness. 
'Therefore, it is not necessary for me to 
speak at length on the measure, and I beg­
to move that the Bill be now read a second 
time. 

Question put and passed. 

PRoPoSED CoMMITTAL. 
Mr. WIENHOLT: I move that you do now 

leave the chair, and that the House resolve 
1nself into a Committee of the Whole to con­
sider the Bill in detail. 

Mr. THEODORE (Woothakata): I should 
like to inquire if the Standing Orders have 
been suspended for the purpose of allowing 
this Bill to be consider.ed in its second read­
ing and Committee stages in one day. I 
thought that procedure was necessary ,iD. the 
oase of any Bill introduced in this House. 

The SPEAKER: There is no question of 
'Order. The hon. member will have. noticed 
that the same course was followed with re­
gar<l to the Trades and Labour Hall Mort­
g-age and Leases Act Amendment Bill this 
·day. It is within the Standing Orders to 
1Jil;SS from the second reading to the Com­
mrttee stage on the same day. 

Mr. THEODORE : I she:uld like to point 
·Out that when the Premier moved the sus­
pension of the Standing- Orders in connection 
with the Trades and Labour Hall Bill he 
only proposed the suspension of the Standing 
'OrdBrs r·elating to the introduction of private 
:Bills, and not--

The SPEAKER: Order! 
Question put and passed. 

CoMMITTEE. 

Clauses 1 to 6, inclusive, put and passed. 
On the preamble, 
Mr. MAUGHAN said he noticed that in 

the copy of the Bill attached to the report 
of the Select Committee the trustees were 
statBd to be "John Hooper, Camobell 
'Thomas McDonald, Thomas Francis Stubbin, 
and Samuel Dover." In the Bill circulated 
.among hon. members the words "John 
Hooper" were omitted'. He should like to 
know which was the proper Bill and with 
which Bill the Committe.e were dealing? 

[Mr. Wienholt. 

Mr. WIENHOLT: The Bili he had in his 
hand was the Bill as amended by the Select 
Committee, and contained the names of the 
whole of the trustees. He. thought there 
must ce some mistake in circulating the· 
other Bill among hon. members. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: The hon. member could 
g-et over the difficulty by recommitting the 
Bill for the purpose of making the necessary 
amendments. 

Preamble put and passed. 
The House resumed. The 0HAIRMAN re­

ported the Bill without amendment. 

RECOMMITTAL. 

On the motion of Mr. WIENHOLT, the 
Bill was recommitted for the purpose of re­
considering clause 2 and the preamble. 

Clause 2 and the preamble were amended 
by adding the name of "John Hooper" to 
the trustees, and then passed as amended. 

The HoUSB· resumed. The CHAIRMAN re­
ported the Bill with amendments. 

The third reading of the Bill was made an 
Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

BELMONT TRAMWAY LOANS 
VALIDATION BILL. 

SECOND READING. 

The TREASURER: The Bill, the second 
reading of which I desire to move, is a 
Bill to validate certain advances by the 
Treasurer by way of loans to the Belmont 
Shire Council for the construction of the 
Belmont Tramway. Briefly, the position is 
as follows: -During 1910, the Belmont 
Shire Council borrowed, under th& Local 
Authorities Act of 1902, £12,314 for the con­
struction of the tramway. Before embark­
ing on the undertaking the usual course was 
taken. The matter was sent to the rate­
payers, who endorsed the application which 
the local authority was making, and which 
limited the local authority to borrow £3,000 
per mile. It was discovered after proceed­
ing with the work that the amount which 
had been borrowed was not sufficient for the 
work. The Treasurer was then approached, 
and it was pointed out that, the work hav­
ing advanced so far, it would simply mean 
the entire loss of the advance which had 
been made by the Government to that date 
for this work unless further advances were 
made in order to complete the work. A 
further advance of £5,089 was made, but 
before this was made the ratepayers were 
again appealed to, and they endorsed the 
action of the local authority in that direc­
tion. After they had again proceeded, it 
was found that even the £5,089 was not 
sufficient to complete the undertaking, with 
the result that again the Treasurer was ap­
proached. There was not time to consult 
the ratepayers again, otherwise, if they had 
done so, practically this session of Parlia­
ment would have passed by, or a further 
amount of £2,500 would have to be ad­
vanced by the Treasurer in order to com­
plete the undertaking. The purposes of this 
Bill are to validate the action which has 
been taken. I think bon. members will 
agree with me that it would have been alto­
gether unwise, after the undertaking had 
been entered into by the local authority, if 
they had not had the necessary money given 
to them to finish the work. It may be 
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asked: What were the reasons why the 
amount was so much increased? The 
engineer, Mr. Phillips, when the undertak­
ing was originally embarked upon, thought 
that would be sufficient-and that opinion 
was endorsed by the late Commissioner for 
railways, Mr. Thallon-but subsequently ' 
some slight alterations were made in the 
gradients, and apparently the work, together 
with the increase, as I think hon. members 
will admit, of material and labour, could 
not be completed as originally undertaken. 
The purposes of the Bill are to seek the 
sanction of the House to what has been 
done by the Treasurer. The question may 
arise as to the position of this local autho· 
rity, and as to the ultimate success of this 
particular tramline. Let me point out to 
the House that the position of the local 
authority concerned is a satisfactory one. 
For the information of members, I find that 
at present their debit balance is only £35. 
They owe no money to the Treasurer out­
side of the money in connection with this 
particular undertaking. Prior to this 
undertaking they had borrowed, but the 
term for which the borrowing had been made 
had just about expired, so they owed no 
other money except the amount we have 
just given to them. I would point out that 
whereas in 1910 the valuation of the pro· 
perties within that shire was £49,732, in 
1911 the valuations were £72,203, and there 
was a benefited area constituted for 1911 
representing a valuation of £53,362. The 
rates struck in 1910 amounted to £1,189, 
and in 1911 the total valuation for rates 
was £1,600. I might further point out that 
whilst the local authority concerned only 
has a debit balance of £35, it has rates due 
amounting to £840. I think hon. members 
will see that the position of the local autho­
rity is a very satisfactory one. 

Hon. R. PHILP : ·what class of traffic will 
there be? 

The TREASURER: The traffic which it 
is expected will pass over the line will pro­
duce about sufficient to pay the interest 
and redemption for the money. The hon. 
gentleman asks as to the class of traffic. 
At the terminus of the line there is the fell­
mongery and woolscouring establishment 
of Baynes Brothers, at which a very large 
business is carried on. Provision has been 
made for doing that work which at the 
present time is undertaken by lorries, and 
it is expected that a large amount will be 
realised from the traffic in connection with 
the wool from that woolscour. Then the 
district itself is very rich in certain classes 
of stone, which are required by local autho­
rities. For instance, the \Vynnum Shire 
Council has made a purchase of a very 
large area of land there, the object of the 
purchase being to secure that stone for 
works which they are carrying out at 
Wynnum. 

Mr. FoLEY: Is it blue metal for road mak­
ing? 

The TREASURER : It is rather stone for 
facing in connection with the sea-walls, and 
that kind of work at Wynnum. 

Mr. D. HUNTER: What kind of stone­
porphyry? 

The TREASURER : Yes. In addition to 
that the Wynnum Council have approached 
me, and asked if it is possible to make ar­
rangements as speedily as possible so that 
they might have considerable quantities of 

stone carried over the line from Belmont to· 
Wynnum. I understand, too, that there are· 
very large depots of gravel and wood, and 
whilst the passenger traffic at its inception 
cannot be very heavy, still I have no doubt 
it will increase considerably. 

Mr. MuLLAN: Is it th'l 3 ft. 6 in. gauge? 

The TREASURER: Yes. In addition to· 
that, the people in the district are as far as 
possible making the new departure, which I 
think is very much to their credit-they are 
seeking, in connection with land cut up for 
residential purposes, to limit the areas to a 
quarter of an acre. 

Mr. MuLLAN: Very desirable. 

The TREASURER: I think they are to be 
commended for doing that, so that when 
people get out there there will be ample 
breathing space. I may say that the district 
out there, from a residential point of view, 
cannot possibly be beaten. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: It is a very fine suburb. 
Is it in Bulimba electorate? 

The 'TREASURER: I regret that portion 
of it is about to leave my control; at any 
rate, the hon. member for Ipswich endorses 
the remark that it is a very fine suburb. I 
think the departure which the local authority 
has made will be in the interests of the dis· 
trict. The district has b~en kept back very 
considerably, because it wanted communica­
tion, and the desire of the local authority 
was that a district which was so suitable for 
settlement should be advanced to the front 
rank and get that which was needed through 
this tramline. It might be argued that the 
cost of the line is very much greater than the 
cost of other lines, but let me say at once that 
it is not so. I have information here which 
will show that the cost of the line is not so 
great. For instance, from Manly to Clev('· 
land, 9~ miles, it cost £8,482 per mile, and 
the Enoggera branch, 8t miles, cost £12,175. 
so that it will be seen that even with tho 
increased cost this line is not going to be 
anything like as costly as some other lines 
have been. 

Mr. D. HuNTER: What is the cost of this 
line? 

The TREASURER : This line will cost, 
roughly speaking, £20,000, or about £5,000 
per mile. 

Hon. R. PHILP : Was it done by contract 
or day labour? 

The TREASURER: I understand that it 
was done by contract in some cases, but in 
the main by day labour. I further under· 
stand that in one or two of the contracts 
which were let, the contractors unfortunately 
took them at a price which did not pay them, 
and they threw up the sponge. I think I am 
correct in making that statement. I feel 
quite certain, that notwithstanding the ini­
tial difficulties which this local authority has 
had, this venture will prove an eminently 
useful one as far as they are concerned. 
There is some other information which I 
would like to give the Committee to show 
that the position is not at all an unsatisfac­
tory . one. 'I want to emphasise the point I 
previOusly made-namely, that the local 
authority in this instance borrowed under 
that section of the Act which limited them 
to £3,000 per mile, but my colleague seems to. 
think I did not, so in case there should be a 
misconception, I want to make it quite clear. 
If they had not borrowed under that section, 

Han. W.H. Barnes.] 
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they would have had no difficulty in getting 
the extra cost of the line. I beg to move 
the second reading of the Bill. 

Question put and passed. 

COMMITII'EE. 

{llfr. J. Stodart, Logan, in the chai·r.) 

Clause 1 put and passed. 
On.clause 2-" Loans amounting to £7,589 

·to Belmont Shire Council being in excess of 
£3,000 per mile validated"-

Mr. RYLAND said this tramway was cost­
ing about double the amount of the original 
estimate. According to the report of a de­
putation to the TJ:easurer, asking for more 
money, the hon. gentleman did not think the 
management in connection with the building 
of the tramway had been too good; and he 
wished to know whether the hon. gentleman 
was quite satisfiEJd that more care would be 
taken in r(lgard to the expenditure of this 
money. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The line is 
completed, and you will be invited to the 
opening. 

Mr. RYLAND: Then, with regard to 
.rolling-sto;Jk, the shire council purchased an 
engine for £1,800, and the hon. gentleman 
told them they could have got one from the 
Government for £800. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He was 
pulling them up with a round turn. 

Mr. RYLAND: When they gave £1,800 
for an engine, and they could have got one 
fron: the Government for £800, they wanted 
pullmg up with a round turn. He would 
like the Treasurer to give the Committee 
some information on these matters. 

The TREASURER : Before the money 
was advanced he had a full renort furnished. 
The line was practically finished. 

Mr. RYLAND: What about station build­
ings? 

The TREASURER: He took· it that the 
'local authority were not going to waste 
much money on buildings; what they 
wanted to do was to provide means for the 
people of the district to reach the city. The 
hon. member for Gympie was quite right in 
drawing attention to certain remarks he 
made in connection with the engine ; but he 
had since found that notwithstanding the 
strictures he then made, the engine was 
proving much better than was expected. All 
the same, he did not hesitate to say he be­
lieved they would have got in Queensland a 
more satisfactory locomotive at much kss 
cost. There was no use in blinking their 
eyes to the actual facts. (Hear, hear!) The 
members of the local authority were not 
engineers. They had a consulting engineer, 
a gentleman of reputation, and he advised 

·them along certain lines. Perhaps in justice 
to the engineer, Mr. Phillips, he ought to 
read the following letter, which he received 
after he met the deputation. This is what 
Mr. Phillips wrote on the 7th November-

" I was in Brisbane for a few daYs last 
·week, when my ·attention was drawn to news­
paper reports of an interview between . the 
Belmont Council and yourself. 

"I have already explained the causes that 
led to the increased cost of the tramway, and 
I need not repeat them, except to say that my 
revised estimate of February last was based 
on actual contract prices at that date ; but 
several of the earthwork contractors failed, and 

"±he work had to be completed at higher rates. 

~Hon. W. H. Barnes. 

" So far fl.S the engine is concerned, it was 
indented after the late Commissioner for Rail­
ways informed me personally that he had not 
an engine to spare for the Belmont Tramway. 

" I inspected the works on Saturday last in 
company with the chairman and other members 
of the council. I found the rails laid through­
out and the ballasting nearly completed. 
Unfortunately, some 600 sleepers, second-class, 
that I had purchased at a reduced rate for 
Messrs. Baynes Brothers' siding, had by mis­
take been allowed to· be placed in the main 
line, thus causing an unfavourable opinion of 
the sleepers generally. 

"I saw some hundreds of good ironbark 
sleepers stacked at various places along the 
line which should have gone into the road in 
place of the second-class sleepers provided for 
the purpose mentioned. 

" Whilst in Brisbane I was told that there 
is an impression amongst Ministers that I pur-. 
posely misled the Government as to the cost of 
the tramway. My answer to that is that I 
submitted the working plans and sections of 
the line as actually constructed to the Com­
missioner for Railways, and pointedly drew 
attention to the increased scope of the works 
before a pick was put in t!1e ground. As no 
objection was raised, I concluded that I had 
done all that was necessary, and proceeded 
with the construction on the amended plans. 

" I knew that more money would be re­
quired, but I must confess that I had no idea, 
even in February last, the extent to which the 
cost of railway work has increased in the last 

c two or three years. 
" Yours faithfully, 

"GEO. PHILLIPS) 

Ipngineer, Belmont Tramway." 

He thought it was highly desirable in a 
matter of this kind that the fullest informa­
tion should be given; and he felt sure the 
Committee would recognise that he had done 
all he could be expected to do in the matter. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY {Charters Towers) 
would like to know who was going to con­
trol and run the tramway from its junction 
with the main line; alSo what were the 
terms of the repayment of the loan, assum­
ing that the line o.nly paid working ex­
penses; also what was the value of the rate­
able property in the Belmont Shire. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: £53,000 in 
the benefited area. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: The information 
contained in Mr. Phillips's letter was valu­
able information. There was no doubt that 
the use of the sleepers referred to was 
something disgraceful; as they were worth 
nothing more than firewood. That mistake 
ought to be rectified as soon as possible, 
otherwis0 the consequences might be serious. 

The TREASURER : The question as to 
who was going to run the line, he was in­
formed by the chairman of the local author­
ity, had not been dealt with; but it was a 
matter that could easily be arranged with 
either the Railway Commissioner or himself. 
He might state that certain increased valua­
tions were made to which the people of the 
district responded; and, in order to secure 
a repayment to the Government, certain 
mon,eys were ear-marked from year to year 
by the local authority. By the section under 
which they borrowed the money they would 
not have to commence the payment of re­
demption until three years after borrowing 
the money. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: Is the line under Govern­
ment inspectioil? 
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"The TREASURER : The line has been 
;gone over by Government railway officials. 

1-Ir. MAUGHAN: Have they given their 
-certificate? 

The TREASURER: Yes. 
Mr. MAUGHAN: On those sleepers? 
The TREASURER: They said that 

gene.rally speaking, the work had been well 
carried out; and he felt sure that the line 
would prove satisfactory. 

Mr. WIENHOLT asked if the Govern· 
ment had security for the loan on the rate­
able property in the benefited area. 

The TREASURER: Yes; that is so. 
Clause put and passed. 
The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN re­

_ported the Bill without amendment. 

The third reading of the Bill was made 
.an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

LEASES TO ALIENS RESTRICTION 
BILL. 

SECOND READING. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(~on. E. H. Macartney, Toowong): The 
B1ll, the second reading of which I am 
.about to move, is a very short one and 
.aln:ost. explai~s itself. The subject' with 
·whwh 1t deals IS one that has been discussed 
very frequently in this Chamber durino­
.recent :years, a~d which has been very 
much d!scussed m the country, and I think 
.all parties have pledged themselves to intro· 
duce such a measure. The subject of the 
Bill is dealt with in the Land Act of 1910 
under which an alien is unable to select 
land ':'nless he obtains a certificate in the 
prescnbed manner that he has passed a 
language test. If an alien should obtain a 
selectiOn, and he fails to obtain naturalisa­
ti'?n within ~ve years, the selection is for­
feited. Spe01al provision is made in that 
Act. to prev~nt the subleasing by a selector 
of any portiOn of his selection to an alien 
unless he obtains the certificate I have be­
fore referred to. The matter is dealt with 
·somewhat comprehensively in the Land Act 
o_f 1910, and the effect of this Bill is prac­
-twally to carry along the same previsions 
to ~reehold land and land of other tenure. 
It 1~ understood _that . abuses have arisen, 
P":rtwularl:y, _I thmk, m the Atherton dis­
trwt, and 1t IS the existence of those abuses 
which has given rise to the demand so fre­
quently repeated for a measure of this 
1_1atu~e. .It .will be admitted, I think, that 
1f th1s B1ll .~s adopted the abuses complained 

·of •are not nkely to be repeated, at any rate 
not ~o any great extent. The Bill shortly 
provides that the term lease-
~~~I~~des any contract, agreement, scheme, or 

" (a) By which any estate or interest in 
land less than fee-simple is created 
or is agreed or is intended to b~ 
created; or 

" (b) Relating to the leasing of land on 
the share system." 

thal; hereafter no lease shall be granted to 
aliens. An exception is made in the case of 
a small area of 5 acres. It is further pro· 
vided that-

" For the purposes of this Act, any two or 
·more parcels of land the nearest boundaries 
whereof are within half a mile from each other 
oand which are comprised in any lease or pro~ 

posed lease, shall be deemed to be one and the 
same parcel of land." 

The object of that provision is to prevent 
anything in the nature of the aggregation 
of the small areas which are excepted in 
the Bill. 

Mr. RYLAND: Are not 5 acres too much? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Five acres seem to be a reasonable area. 
These people are people who have been ad­
mitted to the State under the laws of the 
country. Unfortunately, a larger number 
are now congregating in Queensland than 
heretofore, as the result of federation, but 
they are with us, and we are called upon 
to treat them reasonably. Hon. .members 
who know anything about the Chinese gar­
dens to be found in and around Brisbane 
and around other centres of population, wiil 
know that the areas of those gardens are 
small, and supply a want of the community. 
It would be an extreme hardship to so 
legislate as to prevent leases or agreements 
for leases of those comparatively small 
areas. At any rate, it seems to me that 
they do not come within the abuse which 
has been so much complained of, and which 
has resulted in the introduction of this 
measure. However, the matter of the area 
can be discussed in Committee. It will be 
noticed that by clause 4 a very stiff penalty 
is attached to the commission of any breach 
of the Act. It will also be noticed that pro­
ceedings for any offence under the Act can 
only be instituted by the d'irection of the 
Attorney-General, Solicitor-General, or Min­
ister for Justice for the time being. We 
cannot legislate for a particular set of 
aliens. If we attempt to do so, assent to 
the Bill will probably be withheld. We 
have therefore to deal comprehensively 
with the subject of aliens, making no dis­
tinction against any particular race. There 
are persons in the community who come 
under the description, persons of European 
descent who have not obtained letters of 
naturalisation, and until thev do obtain 
letters of naturalisation they remain aliens, 
It would not be suggested that it would be 
an improper thing to grant a lease or enter 
into an agreement for a lease with those 
parti9ular a~iens .. vYe have, I am sorry to 
say, m dealmg With a matter of this sort, 
to deal with it in an indirect fashion-that 
is, if we want to do it effectively. The 
other portions of the Bill simply deal with 
the power of the Governor in, Council to 
make regulations. I do not think I could 
say anything more to make the provisions 
of the Bill clearer than I have already done, 
I beg to move the second reading of the 
Bill. 

Mr. HAMILTON: This is a measure 
which has been dangled before us every 
session for a good many years. We have 
often been promised a Bill to deal with 
the question of the leasing of land to aliens. 
The leasing of land to aliens has been car­
ried out to a great extent in the North, and 
I am glad to see that this measure will 
impose certain restrictions on that kind of 
thing. I notice that the Bill only applies 
to aliens who arc allowed to come in under 
the Commonwealth law from this out. I 
should like to know whether those aliens 
who are of European extraction will come 
under the provisions of this Bill. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : They 
come within the prohibition Provisions o'f 
the Bill. -

Jfr. Hamilton.] 
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Mr. HAMILTON: What I want to bring 
out is the manner in which our land laws 
have been contravened, especially in the 
Gayndah district. I am in favour of giving 
people of European extraction every facility 
to settle on the land, but at the same time 
I contend that the Government should not 
have, acted as they did some years ago when 
they settled a number of Europeans on land 
in the Gayndah district. I am speaking 
now of the German ~;ettlers on the Binjour 
Plateau. They were brought out to Queens­
land and were settled on the land under the 
group system, but that land was vested in 
one individual, a clergyman, and, when I 
was there two or three years ago, I was 
informed that if any of those settlers had a 
quarrel with him this man had power to 
turn them off the land. There is no Act 
of Parliament under which twenty or thirty 
agncultural farms can be vested in one, 
individual as was done in that case. I 
say that the law was contravened in order 
to meet that special case, and that such 
should not have been done. I hope that 
no more settlement of th"t sort will take 
place i!' this State. If people of European 
extract~on come out to Queensland they 
should oe allowed to go on the land straight­
away, and the land should not be vested in 
one individual, but each man should have his 
own land in his own name. I have heard it 
rumoured, though I don't know whether it is 
true or not, that those settlers have to pay 
church tithes, and that any man who refuses 
to pay the tithes has to go. I believe that one 
or two had to go a way from the settlement. 
I am very pleased that this measure is 
brought in, as it will do away to a large 
extent with an abuse which has existed for 
some time, especially in the North. There 
are large areas of land leased to Chinese 
in the North. Some of that land was got 
from the Crown· at 2s. 6d. an acre, and was 
afterwards leased to Chinese on clearing 
terms, with the result that a large area 
of fertile country on which we ought to 
have settled a white pormlation is in the 
hands of Chinese. No doubt this measure 
will go some way towards nreventing that 
sort of thing in future. -

Mr. WIENHOLT: I am just a little bit 
afraid that a Bill of, this sort may cut both 
ways. It will no doubt stop a good deal 
of abuse, but it may also act somewhat 
harshly. I do not believe at all in aliens, 
undesirable aliens, being allowed to come 
into the country, not because I think they 
are inferior, but because a white man can­
not work and live on the same wages as 
these aliens can. But it seems to me that 
there is just a possibility that a German 
may come out here and get a lease of a 
small area, do a lot of cultivation on it, 
and then when the lessor dies and the new 
owner comes into possession, that man may 
be told to clear out, because, according to 
this measure, the agreement is null and void: 
It seems to me there is a distinct danger 
about it. 

Mr. HAMILTON: It does not seem to meet 
the case of European aliens who may want 
to take up land. 

Mr. WIENHOLT: I understand the 
matter fully, as the Minister pointed out 
the provisions of the Bill very clearly, but 
I do not· want to see any danger in regard 
to desirable aliens. 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER : It has never 
been· put to the test. 

[Mr. Hamilton. 

Mr. WIENHOLT: That is all right so 
far as the Minister is concerned. He is 
not going to prosecute anyone who is a 
desirable alien. 

Mr. THEODORE : I do not think this 
stage of the Bill calls for any lengthy dis­
course on the subjec~ of restricting the 
leasmg of land to ahens. The leasing of 

land to aliens in North Queens­
[8 p.m.] land. has heel?- a very great evil, 

partiCularly 111 the Atherton dis­
trict, and I have no doubt the Minister in 
charge of ·the Bill has some experience in 
that matter. It amounted almost to a 
public scandal-the number of Chinese who. 
occupied land in that district to the exclu­
sion of white peonle; and I am glad the 
Bill will absolutely exclude the granting of 
these leases of land of over a certain area. 
to Chinese. I understand the object of the 
Bill is to include small areas which are 
leased to Chinese for market gardening in 
some of the remote districts. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Not 
only in remote districts; in all districts. 

Mr. THEODORE : That is the only pos­
sible justification the hon. member could 
have for exempting any area at all, and 
even in that case there is ,no very great jus­
tification for continuing to encourage· 
<_::'hinese gardeners or Chinese agricultur"" 
1sts of any sort. I realise it might be a 
hardship on the Chinese who may have been 
here for a number of years. 

Mr. FoRSYTH: You do not understand the· 
conditions of the far North. 

Mr. THEODORE : Once before the hon. 
m:mber ma:Je a similar interjection. I 
might tell him that probably I know quite 
as much about the North as he does, and 
as much about the conditions of the people· 
of the North, in spite of his insulting inter• 
jections. 

Mr. CORSER: He has been longer in the 
North. 

Mr. THEODORE: He may have been in 
the North. I lived half my life in Northern 
Australia, and have been for some time in 
North Queensland. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 
Mr. THEODORE: I wish, Mr. Speaker, 

you would ·call hon. members to order for 
interjecting, as I shall certainly reply to 
them. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! Interjections, 
are disorderly, and the hon. member is not 
in order -in taking notice of them. 

Mr. THEODORE: I say this is not a 
justification for Chinamen who have lived 
in the country for some time, but I would 
not advocate the immediate exclusion of 
these men without some consideration. I 
am quite sure where a Chinese gardener can 
carry on a profitable business, a white man 
can. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : They 
will die out in time. 

Mr. THEODORE : They will die out in 
time, but we must not encourage them and 
allow them to occupy some of the best 
plots in the country.. Speaking of mv own 
district-! know they occupy small -areas, 
but they are some of the most fertile spots 
in the countryside. White men also carry 
on the same business, and carry it on pro­
fitably and to a very much greater advan-
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tage to the general community. Therefore, 
I hope the Bill will not stop at this, and 
that the Government will make some provi. 
sion later to encourage white marimt gar· 
dening. ·white market gardeners have no 
possible hope of .competing with Chinese 
gardeners, because the Chinese have a lower 
standard of living, and are satisfied with 
a smaller profit. There is one very effect­
tive method of stamping out the evil, but, 
unfortunately, we cannot get the community 
to take united action, and if a white gar­
dener starts in competition with the Chinese 
he has a very uphill battle. I should like 
to suggest to the Minister that he should 
make some condition in reference to the 
leases now in operation. I understand it 
wiil be unfair that tho principle of restrict­
ing the leasing of land to aliens shall apply 
to all land and all persons on the land. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : That 
is provided for. 

Mr. THEODORE: I understand the obli­
gations will prevail until the term of the 
lease expires. 

The SEORET·ARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : All 
leases made after to-morrow will come 
under the provisions of the Bill. · 

Mr. THEODORE: I am glad they have 
no time to get in and give extended leases. 
There are some extended leases in existence 
at the present time, and we will have to 
wait till they expire by effluxion of time. 

Mr. FORSYTH: 'l'he hon. gentleman who 
has just sat down professes to know a great 
deal about North Queensland. I wonder if 
he has ever lived in the baokblocks, such as 
Boulia, Urandangie, and Normanton. 'What 
on earth WOl!ld the people living in those 
places do without the Chinese gardeners? 
Any man who talks as the hon. gentleman 
talks is talking utter rot and nonsense. I 
prefer the hon. member for Gregory, a man 
whose opinion I would take on a question of 
this sort, as he knows the condition in the 
far \Vest. I know also in connection with a 
great many stations out West that if it was 
not for the fact that they have Chinese 
gardeners, they would have no vegetables at 
all. I have lived in those far Northern dis­
tricts, and know the· conditions there, and so 
does the hon. gentleman who has charge of 
this Bill, and it would be a very bad thing 
in some places if there W·ere no Chinese 
gardeners. I am not arguing in favour of 
the Chinese. This Bill is not brought in to 
deal with the Chinese gardeners, but to deal 
with the leasing of large blocks of land to 
Chinese, particularly in connection with the 
sugar. In that. respect the Government are 
perfectly justified in _brin!!'in.~ in the Bpi. 
From that point of VI~w rt rs a good Brll, 
but I think the provision not allowing any 
alien to have more than 5 acres is quite little 
enough. The hon. member for \Voothakata, 
when he talks about doing away with the 
Chinese in the far Northern and Western 
districts, has not the slightest conception of 
the conditions of life in those districts. The 
hon. member might have lived in C)lillagoe 
and near the coast, but he should go mto the 
backblocks and see what the conditions are 
there. As the hon. member for Gregory 
said, white men, in many instances, have 
leased land to Chinamen at £1 an acre. The 
Chinamen has to do all the work, and the 
owners of the land reap all the benefit. That 
sort of thing should be st~pped, because if. a 
Chinaman oan do it, a whrte man can do rt, 
too. We have thousands of white farmers 
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in Queensland who are growing sugar now, 
and they can grow sugar as well as any 
Chinaman. I think it would be a very great 
mistake to reduce the ar·ea below 5 acres. I 
think the provisions of the Bill- are fair with 
regard to the larger areas, and more espe· 
cially with regard to blocks joined together. 
It might happen that a Chinaman would 
have 5 acres and another Chinaman 5 acres 
alongside, and it is a wise thing to block 
that. I do not think there is very much in 
the matter that was raised by the hen. mem· 
her for Fassifern. If there is anything in 
that matter I think it should be remedied. 
It would be a very great hardship for men 
coming from European countries, who are not 
aliens in the general acceptance of the term, 
if they were not allowed to take up land. I 
hope if such a thing is likely to happen it 
will he remediBd so that no Europeans who 
might come out here could be placed in a 
pO'sition mention;:,d by the hen. member. As 
far as the Bill is concerned, I have very 
much pleasure in supporting the se_cond read-

Mr. COLLINS: When I read in the Go­
vernment programme there was to be a Bill 
to restrict the leasing of land to aliens, I 
thought it would go the whole hog (tnd nr 
strict them from occupying- lands in any 
shape or form. The argument of the hon. 
member for Moreton, that the people of 
Queensland are dE)pendent upon Chinese 
gardeners--

The SPEAKER: Order t The hon. mem­
ber for Moreton answered certain statements 
made by the hon. member for \Voothakata. 
I cannot allow the han. member to dilate on 
that matt"'r, which is not a principle, but is 
a detail of a principle, and I hope he will 
confine himself to discussing the principles of 
the BilL 

:iY!r. COLLINS: Mr~. Speaker,-We can 
easily get over that difficulty. The argument 
has be-en used that the people in the back· 
blocks would not get vegetables--

The SPEAKER: Order ! That is not the 
question. 

Mr. MULLAN: The question is the restrict­
ing the leasing of the land to aliens. 

The SPE,AKER: Order ! I must call the 
hon. member for Charters Towers, :iY1r. 
Mullan, to order. I am the judge of what 
is contained within the four corners of this 
Bill, and I need no direction from him. I 
called the hon. member for Burke to order, 
and ask him to confine his remarks to the 
question before the House. 

Mr. COLLINS : One of the clauses in the 
Bill is the restriction ·of leases to certain 
aliens. 

The SPEAKER : Will the hon. member 
discuss the principles of the Bill? 

Mr. COLLINS: I am pointing out that 
certain aliens hold leases from different per­
sons, and they are growing vegetables in 
tho far backblooks. It is not necessary that 
we should have them growing vegetables at 
all. 

The SPEAKER : That is not the question. 

Mr. RYLAND: I think that the restric­
tion as regards 5 acres is too much. These 
aliens can get round it. What is to prevent 
them having 5 acres in one place and 5 acres 
at a certain distance? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: That is 
absurd. 

Mr. Ryland.1 
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Mr. RYLAND : It is not absurd. We are 
dealing with '!' "no· sa vee" gentleman who 
can _get round the corners, although he is 
not m the legal profession. 

The SECRETARY lTOR PUBLIC LANDS : Wait 
till we get into Committee, and make it a 
mile. 

Mr. RYLAND: What we are suffering most 
from now is land that is leased to aliens by 
those who hold freehold land. I do not think 
they should rent this land to aliens. The 
banana industry is suffering in North 
Queensland. We have had deputations to the 
Federal Government on the subject, but they 
.cannot do anything, because the banana in­
dustry is in the hands of the Chinamen, and 
they are not going to give high protection to 
any of the aliens to grow bananas. Unless 
something is done, the banana industry in the 
North of Queensland, and the South also, 
will be destroyed. We grow bananas even 
in the hon. member for Moreton's electorate. 

Mr. FORSYTH: The white men grow them. 
Mr. RYLAND: Still we cannot get the 

protection which is necessary simply because 
the areas are leased to Chinamen. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

Mr. RYLAND: That is practically the ob­
ject of the Bill-that the aliens won't be 
allowed to lease these farms. I don't see 
any difficulty in regard to the language test 
as regards Germans, Norwegians, or people 
from Central Europe, as the Act only ap­
plies to Asiatics. I hope the Bill will be 
amended in Committee. 

Mr. FOLEY: I do not think this Bill will 
carry out the wishes of a majority of this 
House, because it allows too much land in 
these 5-acre blocks-that is a sufficient area 
for aliens to make an enormous living on, 
particularly in localities where the soil is 
good. I do not know whether hon. members 
have lived near a Chinaman's garden or 
not--

The SPEAKER : Order ! 
Mr. FOLEY: If they had and saw how 

they raised their vegetables--

The SPEAKER : Order ! 
Mr. FOLEY : I want to point out that 

the gardener who has been referred to is an 
undesirable gardener, and one who should 
be got rid of as quickly as possible. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. mem­
ber will not be in order in pursuing that line 
of argument. 'The principle of the Bill is 
the leasing of land to aliens-the actual use 
to which the land is put is not a subject for 
debate. 

Mr. FOLEY: The Bill provides that an 
area not exceeding 5 acres shall be leased to 
any alien, and that area is too much, in 
my opinion, because it would enable an alien 
to earn a good living, which is undesirable. 
We want to get rid of the alien as quickly 
as possible, and one means of doing that is 
to restrict his chances of earning a living in 
this country, and not to allow them to make 
what are considered by them enormous for­
tunes. They were undesirable citizens, and 
we want to get rid of them as quickly as pos­
sible. When the Bill comes into Committee 
I shall endeavour to reduce the area at least 
to 2 acres, so that the Chinese gardner will 
not be able to make more than a fair living 
eut of it. 

·Mr. WRITE: Can you make a fair living 
en 2 acres? 

Mr. FOLEY: Th.eir means of raisinrr ven-e­
tables are such that I would not adviseo a 
white man to eat them. Wherever a white 
g·ardener or producer of vegetables has ever 
uome within my reach, I have always had 
my vegetables from him.. 'There are times, 
as the hen. 1nen1ber for Moreton says, when 
nobody but these people will supply vege­
tables. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! I shall be sorry 
to have to <lSk the hon. member to resume 
his seat> but if he persists in refusing mv 
direction I shall havB to do so. ' 

Mr. FOLEY: I will not proceed with that 
argument any further, but it seemed to me 
that other hon. members have touched upon 
this question, and this is really the gist of 
the Bill. I know that there have been com­
plaints about land being leased to aliens 
in the Northern Rivers by what I call "mean 
white men," who haYe taken up land at 
!wm 2s. 64. to lOs. an acre, which they will 
lease to ahens for five years with the view 
of getting the land cleared and made ready 
for sugar-cane-the alien to make what he 
ean out of it in growing vegetables or any­
thing else, and in the meantime clearing the 
land and stumping it. I know land has befm 
leased to aliens in large areas in order to 
get it cleared, so that the white men can nse 
it for growing sugar-cane. 'The work can 
be done by white men, and if this land was 
rBfused to aliens, the white man might be 
able to get a chance to make a living. When 
the Bill goes into Committee I have no doubt 
some amendments will be introduced to make 
it a better Bill than it is at present. 

Mr. :MURPHY: I regret that the hon. 
member for Cairns, who has taken a deep 
interest in this subject, is at a 1:\cotch 
gathering to-night, .and therefore is not here 
to express his opinions on this question. I 
congratula.te the Government on having intro­
duced this Bill. This is part of the old 
Rockhampton programme, as I recollect the . 
late Premier, l\1r_ Kidston, said that on.e of 
the measures that would be introduced at 
an early date after the election would be 
a Bill to restrict the renting of land to ali·ens. 
He pointed out at that memorable gathering 
tl1at he had been converted to the belief 
which had been so often expressed in Par­
liament by the hen. member for Cairns that 
it wa:s undesirable to continue renting lands 
to coloured aliens, in consequence of the 
condition of aff,airs in North Q,ueensland. :He 
pointed out that in the Cairns and Atherton 
district most of the land devoted to the 
banana industry was in the hands of coloured 
aliens, much to the detriment of the white 
race, and he promised the people of Queens­
land, that, if they were to again treturn him 
to power, this Bill would be one of the 
fir·st measures which he would introduce into 
Parliament. I recollect that the hon. mem­
ber for 'Toowoomba dealt specifically with this 
question. Mr. Roberts had paid a visit to 
North Queensland with a Ministeri,al party, 
and he assUTed the electors of Toowoomba 
iihat one of the inducements he had for 
supporting the progressive democratic Go­
w,rnment was that they proposed to introduce 
legislation which would effectively preclude 
coloured aliens from taking up land in thooo 
districts. A casual perusal of the Bill has 
convinced me that the Government are ex­
ceedingly anxious to make an alteration in 
tho bad state of things which has been un­
fortunately allowed to exist so long_ I think 
the hon. member for Gregory is also deserving 
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of praise, beoause a trip through the Cairns 
district showed him what damage has been 
done to the white race by the land being 
le~sed to_ ahens.. I think if we pass this Bill 
this sessiOn, With some amendments which 
. may come from this side or from members 
sitting behind the Gov~rnment-because I 
believe we are all anxious to make the Bill 
as effective. as we possibly can-if we pass 
the Bill this session Parliament will have 
·done really good work, and will have earned 
the gratitude of the white 11aoe in North 
queensland. I regret to see that nothing 
that we can introduce into this Bill, so far 
as I can see, will preclude the engagement 
of coloured aliens to work these lands. 
While we propose to guard against the rent­
ing or selling of land to coloured aliens, we 
are unfortunately not in a position, as far 
a~ I can see, to legislate against their em­
ployment in working these lands. I recollect 
that at one time, in Toowoomba, there was 
a lagoon near which there was a garden 
•crwned by the Toowoomba Municipal Council, 
and the council decided that it was 
undesirable to allow the !.and to be utilised 
by aliens, and a member of the council 
sucG"Beded in carrying a motion that the 
<JCuncil should no longer :rent this land to 
coloured aliens. But, unfortunately, as soon 
a.> this was carried the gentleman who had 
succeeded in getting the motion through the 
council leased all his land to colourBd aliens, 
and the council lost something like £20 a 
year in rent. (Laughter.) 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: I think 
you are mistaken there. 

Mr. MURPHY: I remember reading it. 
This is a small Bill; but if we pass it, I 
think we shall have r-easo.n to congratulate 
ourselves, and it will stand to the credit of 
the Gove-rnment. It has been promised for 
something like five years, but " hett·er late 
than never" ; and we will try to make it a 
very effective law. 

Question-That the Bill be now read a 
second time-put and passed. 

COMMITTEE. 

Clause 1 put and passed. 
On clause 2-" Interpretation,_:_ 
Mr. 'RYLAND said he desired to move an 

amendment. The latter part of the clause 
read in this way-

" For the purposes of this Act, any two or 
more parcels of land the nearest boundaries 
whereof are within half a mile from each other, 
and which are comprised in any lease or pro­
posed lease, shall be deemed to be one and the 
same parcel of land.'' 

If they were over half a mile apart this 
would not apply; and they could have alter­
nate 5-acre blocks leased to aliens. Where 
would the Act of Parliament he then? Whal; 
they wanted to do was to give the white man 
a show; and he moved the omission of the 
words "half a mile," in lines 16 and 17, with 
a view of inserting '' five 1niles.'' 

Mr. MURPHY: It seemed to him that the 
half a mile was inserted with the object of 
doing away with what the hon. member for 
Gympie fearofld might take place-that was, 
to stop the aggregation of land. He did not 
know whether, if they inserted "five miles," 
they would not ·be making it worse. He 
would like to hear the Minister on the point. 

_The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
thought the amendment was hardly neces-

sary, as the clause gave sufficient protection. 
He did not see there would be very much in 
making the distance 1, 2, 3, or 5 miles, as it 
was very unlikely that any man, whether 
alien or not, would be likely to bother about 
blocks of land far removed from one another . 

nlr. WINSTANLEY wished to know how 
the Government would stand in regard to the 
leasing of land to aliens-would the Bill have 
the same effect on the Government as on 
private individuf!Js? He knew an instance 
wher·e· the Government canc·e]]ed about a 
dozen market-garden areas held by aliens on 
the ground that they were a menace to the 
public health. Those individuals were hold­
ing ar<eas from 5 to 10 acres. It was common 
for these people to get hold of no.ckets on a 
river or creek, and sometimes ·a syndicate 
held a string of those pockets. · 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The 'hon. member must know that the Go­
vernment could only lease or sell· land under 
the provisions of the· Land Act, which pro­
vided that it should be a disqualification for 
an applicant to be an alien unless the pre­
scribed test was carried out. This clause 
made it unlawful to enter into an agreement 
for a lease with an alien. The Government 
were J:o,und by the terms of the Land Act, 
and alSo by the terms of the general law; 
and there need be no apprehension that the 
Government were going to enter into any 
wild scheme of leasing land to aliens while 
legislating against them. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: Under the Mining 
Act aliens could apply for ' market-garden 
areas, and could get them up to 40 acres. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: It will 
not be lawful after this. This co,vers every-
thing. · 

Mr. HAMILTON was not certain as to the 
position of European aliens, such as Ger­
mans and Scandinavians, who had not had 
tirr:e to become naturalised. Under this pro­
VIsiOn they would not be ILhle to go on the 
land. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : They 
can if they comply with the test. 

Mr. HAMILTON: He did not want to see 
a lot of immi!!rants brought out and forced 
on the labour market; hut if they wanted to 
go on the land and make homes for them­
selves, he would like to see them go o;n the 
land straight away. 

Mr. MURPHY: They can hav.e a test given 
to them in their own language. 

Mr. FOX (Normanby) said that it was quite 
right to legislate against Asiatic aliens, but 
once they were in the country they should b& 
treated as human beings. He remembered 
on one occasic:n ref1ding about the way they 
treated the ahens m America. They passed 
a law under which they had to go, off the 
land, .and the consequence was that they 
went mto_ the towns and, by carrying on 
laundries, deprived poor old washerwomen of 
the means of earning their living. It must 
be remembered that two-thirds of the popula­
tion of the wo.rld consisted of Asiatics, and it 
would be rememoered against us if we came 
into conflict with them. In this country 
there was a large territory with a small 
population, and we should treat these aliens 
as we would wish to be treated ourselves 
under similar circumstances. 

Amendment agreed to; and clause, as 
amended, put and passed. 

On clause 3-" Restriction of leases to cer­
tain aliens"-

Mr. Rox.] 
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Mr. HAjitliLTON said he should like to 
an1end this clause by reducing the area 
which might be leased to aliens from 5 to 3 
acres. He had neyer seen a Chinese gardE)n 
anywhere which was than a couple of 
acres in extent. What Committee should 
do by this clause was to so amend it that it 
would have tho effect of driving the Chinese 
out of the banana industry, and making it a 
white man's industry. A Chinaman could 
make a reasonable living from 5 acres of 
bananas, so that if the clause was allowed 
to remain as it stood, the Chinese were 
likely to continue in that industry. ~he 
Commonwealth Government would not 1m­
pose duty on imported bananas in order to 
bolster up a Chinese industry in North 
Queensland. He held that a cou!)le of acres 
were enough for any Chinese garden. ·while 
he did not like the Chinese, and would drive 
them out of the country, if possible, he 
recognised that in many places in the far 
West there was no one growing veg0tables 
but Chinese. 

Mr. THEODORE: Do you say that white 
men cannot grow thetn? 

Mr. HAMILTON: No. He remembered 
that when he was staying at an hotel at 
the Duchess some time ago he s.aw some 
splendid vegetables, which he was told had 
been grown on tha 'Nills River by a man who 
had recently arrived from England. That 
showed that white men could grow vegetables 
in those plaoes, but, as a matter of fact, they 
seldom went in for it. He moved that the 
word " five," on line 22, be omitted with the 
view of inserting the word "three." 

Ml·. MURPHY thought the Minister 
might very well accept this amendmcHt., 
because it was moved for the purpose of 
trving to make the Queensland banana in· 
dtistry white man's industry. He remem· 
bered in the early days of Croydon 
there was a rnuket garden company formed 
for the purpose of growing vegetables at a 
place called The Springs, and that a fair 
amount of money was expended by the com­
pany. He thought the hon. member for 
Moreton was a shareholder in that company. 

Mr. FORSYTH: Not I. 
Mr. MURPHY: At any tate, the com­

pany was a failure, and Chinamen had been 
running that garden ever since. Mr. Green, 
of Georgetown, also did a lot of work in the 
way of market gardening with a _view _to 
supplying the people of the locahty with 
vegetables, and wrote at one time to the 
Sydney Bulletin an , account of the diffi­
culties he met with in his enterprise. HE) 
stated that he carted his vegetables round 
regularly, and one morning he went to a 
place and eaid, "Mrs., do you want any 
vegetables to-day?" She replied, "No; the 
other Chinaman has been here before you." 
(Laughter.) Mr. Green then thought it was 
time to go out of the vegetable line. He 
(Mr. Murphy) thought that 3 acres were 
sufficient for a market garden, and that by 
adopting the amendment they would prevent 
the Chinese continuing in the banana in­
dustry. 

Mr. WHITE (Musgrave) looked upon tho 
hon. member for Gregory as a very humane 
man, but could hardly regard his amend­
ment as a humane proposition. The China­
man was here; he had to pay a large 
amount of money to the State when he came 
in. There were very few of them here at the 
present time, and it was only reasonable 
that they should be allowed to earn a fair 
living. There was no white man in the 

[Mr. Hamilton. 

or out of it who could make an honest 
of land, as it was necessary 

the a little and to go in [or 
o£ crons. There was in his elec­

torate a farmer ·who brought vegetables in to 
Bundaberg for a long time. Some time ago 
he went into the town with potatoes, which 
he sold at 2s. 6d. a quarter. Ho went to 
the house of a leading Labour man in 
Bundaberg, and was told by him that ha 
need not go thoro any more, as he could get 
his potatoes from a Chinaman for 2s. a 
quarter. He (Mr. White) thought they might 
very well allow the Chinamen who were 
here 5 acres of land. In many parts of 
Queensland there would be very fcnv vege­
tables obtainable if it were not for the 
Chinese. 

Mr. H.OIILTON: Have you ever seen a 
Chinaman's garden of 5 acres in extent? 

Mr. \VHITE: Yes; there was one in his 
electorate, and the Chinaman who cultivated 
that garden took all the prizes for vegetables 
at the local show, and gave all' the prizes 
he gained, as well as the vegetables ex­
hibited, to the hospital. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: How many Chinamen 
does he employ on those 5 acres? 

Mr. WHITE: He did not know. When 
he was in Sydney recently, inquiring into 
the furniture. trade, he found there were 
Chinamen there who had fairly large furni­
ture factories and who were employing a 
good many white men. That was an unfor· 
tunate thing, and he would rather see those 
Chinamen growing vegetables than compet· 
ing with the white man in the furniture in· 
dustry. VV e were not the natives of this 
country; we had come out here and dis· 
possessed the original holders of the soil, 
and we ought not to refuse to allow a 
Chinaman who >vas in the State to hold o 
acres of land for the purpose of making a 
liYing. He sincerely hoped that the hon. 
member for Gregory would not press the 
amendment. 

MORGAN did not intend to vote for 
amendment, because he considered 5 

acres of land was little enough to allow 
for a Chinese garden, unless we were pre­
pared to abolish Chinese gardens alto• 
gether. If that was the object, then we 
should be fair and square in the matter, 
and let it be known throughout Queensland 
that we did not intend to allow Chinese to 
have any land at all. In the country dis­
tricts, Chinese who engaged in gardening 
had to grow, not only cabbages, turnips,. 
and so forth, but a certain amount of fod­
der for their horses; and if they were re­
stricted to 3 acres they would pract_ically 
be unable to carry on. vVhen he was m St. 
George recently he was driven 3 or 4 miles 
out of the town to a place where he saw 
one of the finest gardens he had seen in 
any part of Queensland. The gardens were 
irrigated with water pumped from the 
Balonne River. The Chinaman who culti· 
vated that garden was growing vegetables 
of all descriptions and very good potatoes. 
He had 3 or 4 acres under potatoes. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Eight acres. 
Mr. MORGAN: About 4 acres, he 

thought, and the yield was from 2:1- to 3 tons 
per acre. That Chinaman supplied the 
whole locality with beautiful potatoes, for­
which he got the current market price in 
St. George, which at that time was £18 per 
ton. He also grew wheat to a certain 
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extent, and had little stacks of fodder for 
his horses. It woi1ld be a yery great hard­
ship to people in country districts if Chin­
ese gardens were done away with altogethe1·. 
The people of Queensland depended upon 
Chinese for their supply of vegetables more 
than did tho people of any other par·t of 
Australia. 

Mr. MURPHY: You have missed clause 5; 
look at that provision. 

Mr. MORGAN: He understood that it did 
not apply to leases already in existence. He 
was not referring to that particular industry 
in St. George; he was referring to new dis-

tricts that were being settled, and 
[9 p.m.] the Chinaman came along and 

was willing to live on much less 
than a white man. He came along when 
there was very little trade, and supplied 
vegetables to the pioneers, when a white man 
would not think of starting. A white man 
might come along when a big town was 
formed, and there was any amount of trade, 
as he would be able to do fairly well then. 
So far as bananas were concerned, if white 
men could grow bananas profitably, then ]Jy 
all means conserve that mdustry for wh1te 
men; but in the far country districts of 
Queensland it was necessary to have China· 
men tq grow vegetables, and he hoped the 
Minister would not agree to a reduction of 
the area. 

Mr. CORSER did not think that 5 acres 
was too much if the Chinaman could be re­
stricted from the banana field. He was up at 
Cairns this year, and it appealed to him 
very strongly that there was a great want of 
wisdom in allowing the banana industry to 
get almost entirely into the hands of Chinese 
and Japanese, and it seemed to him they 
were not improving the condition of the land' 
in the slightest degree. At Freshwater there 
was a large area of land lying fallow that 
had, in years past, been under bananas. 
The owners acquired that land some years 
ago and leased it to Chinese at £1 per 
acre per annum. Those Chinese took all they 
could out of the land, and at that rent 
they could not afford to enrich it; conse· 
quently, as soon as the land became too poor 
to grow bananas, they threw it up and leased 
some other land. The banana industry is not 
confined to the North. It is a good white 
man's industry in the Wide Bay and other 
-distri<Jts, and these men have been penalised 
by the fact that while this is a yellow or 
black man's industry in the North, the 
Federal Government will not come to the 
assistance of the growers of bananas. They 
distinctly stated so, and a bounty or bonus 
was given on the introduction of Fijian, 
bananas into Sydney and Melbourne which en· 
abled the Fijian bananas, which were entirely 
grown by' black labour, to come into competition 
with white-grown bananas in parts of Queens­
land. If this leasing of land in the Northern 
·districts to Chinamen was to debar white men 
growing bananas in other parts of Queens· 
land from having a fair deal, then under a 
Bill like this they should restrict Chinamen 
from growing bananas, and confine them to 
5 acres for vegetable growing alone. If that 
vras done, the banana industry of the North 
would very soon be in the hands of the white 
men. It was a profitable industry, and 
if there was no bonus given to introduce 
bananas from Fiji at a cheaper rate th!'n 
they could be brought from Cairns, wh1te 
mP,n could make a very good thing out of it. 
If hon. members on the other side were sin· 

cere and ¥rished to make it a white ·mall
1
S 

industry, they should do all they possibly 
could to secure it for white men. If the 
hon. member for Gregory would only alter 
his amendment so that it would restrict the 
working of the 5 acres to vegetable growing 
and stop them growing bananas, it would be 
a very good thing. 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby) : To his mind it did 
not matter whether the area under this Bill 
was limited to 5 acres or 3 acres. ·what 
was to prevent Chinamen acquiring any 
number of acres of continguous land, as long 

. as they could pass the test? They could 
have 100 acres if they liked, so long a:s they 
could pass the test, and nnless some amend­
ment was brought in in that respect, the 
whole thing would be useless. 

Mr. MULLAN: Do you think the average 
Chow could pass the test? 

Mr. VOWLES: If one could pass, fifty 
could pass, and if two men could hold 6 
acres-what was the difference between two 
men holding 6 acres and one man holding S 
acres? He did not know anything ahcmt 
canegrowing, but he did know something 
about market gardening, and he knew it 
was not a one-man show. 

At ten minutes past 9 o'clock, 

The CHAIRMAN: Under Standing )rdfw 
No. 11, I call upon the hon. member for 
Croydon to relieve me in the chair. 

Mr. MuRPHY took the chair accordingly. 

Mr. COLLINS said he would support the 
amendment, but it did not go far enough. 
He would be in favour of wiping out the 
area altogether. The hon. member for Mary. 
borough said that 5 acres was little enongh 
for a market garden, but he wanted to keep 
the alien out of the banana industry. He 
(Mr. Collins) had had a little experience of 
gardening, and he knew there were other 
crops which were much superior to the 
banana crop. Take, fo.r instance, tomato 
growing. Did the hon. member wish the 
growing of tomatoes to. be in the hands of 
the Chinese? because rf the hon. member 
knew anything at all about gardening, he 
would know that 5 acres under tomatoes 
were worth a great deal more than 5 acres 
under bananas. 

Iliir. MoRGAN: \Vhy don't we get mor·e 
people to grow tomatoes? 

Mr. COLLINS: The hon. member, might 
!mow something about the \V estern portion 
of Queensland, but he did not know the 
whole of Queennsland. There were a great 
many people growing tomatoes at the pre· 
sent time. The hon. member for Murilla 
sung the praises of the Chinaman, and argued 
that if there were no. Chinamen in the coun· 
try they would have no vegetables. He (Mr. 
Collins) was inclined to think they would 
have just as many vegetables even if there 
wer.e no Chinamen here. According to the 
hon. membBr, the Chinaman was a superior 
person and could teach them how to. grow 
vegetables. He (Mr. Collins) claimed that 
the white race was superior to any Chinaman 
in the matter of growing vegetables, and 
they could grow clean vegetabies. as well.. He 
considered that 3 acres was qmte sufficrent 
for one man to. cultivate, if he was going in 
for intense cultivation. How much could he 
really cultivate with a spade and fork? With 
intense cultivation, in Belgium thousands of 
people were living on less than 3 acres err,ch, 

M1·. Collin.~.] 
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and recently he read a report that in France 
over 500 'people were living on less than half 
an acre each. 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER: What do they 
grow? 

Mr. COLLINS: They grow a variety of 
crops-mushrooms in most instances. He had 
seen a good many Chinese gardens in .Queens. 
land, and he did not recollect see111g one 
where o,ne man cultivated more than 3 acres. 
He had also been in Victoria, and the biggest 
markBt garden he saw in Victoria was 11 
acres, and there were twenty-five Chinese 
working in it, or one Chinaman to less than 
half an acre. He would not be afraid to com· 
pete ao-ainst a Chinaman at any time; not 
even ao do:zen Chinamen. If he had his way 
he would restrict them in such a way that 
they would have to get out of the country 
altogether; but, seeing he could not have his 
way, he would support the amendment. 

Mr. ADAMSON : There had been a good 
deal said about white men not being able 
to grow ·vegetables in this country, but he 
had lived in the back blocks perhaps as 
much as the hon. member for Moreton, and 
some of the· finest vegetables that he ever 
saw were grown on the Alice River Settle­
ment, out from Barcaldine. The same 
thing was done in different places, but he 
was convinced that the white man could not 
grow vegetables in competition with China­
men. He believed if we had not the 
Chinese here, the vegetables would be grown 
by white people. He supported the amend­
ment because he would like to see the 
Chinaman go to his own eountry, and leave 
this country to the race that was dominant 
in it at the present time. Some people said 
that that was not humanitarian, but he be­
lieved that it was the highest humanitarian­
ism. In relation to what had been said by 
the hon. member for Moreton, why did the 
station-owners get Chinese? Because they 
were cheap. 

Mr. FoRSYTH: Nothing of the kind. 

Mr. ADAMSON: Because they were 
cheap, and because they were servile, and 
had not the spirit of the white man in them. 

Mr. FORSYTH: That is not correct. 

Mr. ADAMSON: He also supported the 
amendment because the leasing of this land 
was not a fair thing for the Chinese. He 
rode through the Atherton Scrub in 1889 and 
saw land taken up by men at half a crown 
an acre, and leased to Chinamen for £1 an 
acre. Those men were "mean whites," tbtt 
the country could do very well without. The 
low standard of living and the iow id0as of 
the Chinese did not tend to the good of the 
white race. They had adopted the motto of 
"Australia for the Australians" and of 
having racial purity. The bon. member 
talked about being in the backblocks; he 
wondered if he had been to Gayndah and 
looked upon the motley colours that were to 
be seen there. There was a very striking 
illustration of what the Chines.-, could do as 
far as racial purity was concerned. 

The SECRETARY FOR RA1LWAYS: That is 
racial impurity. 

Mr. ADAMSON: Yes; if the bon. mem­
ber put it that way. He knew a great deal 
about racial impurity so br as Mackay was 
concerned. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You are 
mistaken. 

Mr. ADAMSON: It was desirable to 
make the ban9-na industry a white man's in-

[ Mr. Collin.~. 

dustry, and to g0t the Federal Governmen. 
to make it nossible for white men to grow 
bananas. The restriction of the area to 3 
acres was one way of getting them out of 
the country, and on the ground of the 
highest patriotism it was better for them to 
be in OhinR, and give us the chance to 
develop the country on the lines of " Aus­
tralia for the Australians." 

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Warwick) hoped the 
Committee would not carry the amendment. 
As far as his judgment vvent, the area wa,s 
altogether too limited. In the greater part 
of the community there would be practicaliy 
no vegetables if the Chinaman did not 
engage in tho work. In his district Ghe~e 
was no general attempt made ·by ihG 
ordinary whites t'? Sl:'pply ve_getables. Bo 
did not that 111 ISolated mstances they 
could be grown by white men. If 
Chinamen were not growing vegetabl<ls in 
and around Brisbane, there would not be 
suffioieut to meet the ordinary demands. 

Mr. BRIDGES: That is not right. 
OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: He knew that the 
market at the nresent time was not over­
supplied with :'ege~ables, and h<; had noticed 
Chinamen commg 111 from Kelv111 Grove and 
also from Coorparoo. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: Do you want to co11tinue 
that? 

"lvlr. G. P. BARNES: No. Vegetables 
were not grown by white men, simply be­
cause they could not compete with t.he 
Chinaman. He knew that there were wh1te 
men who had nothing else to devote their 
time to but the growth of vegetables, and 
they were rhaking a handsome thing out of 

. it. It was not thv,t white men could not 
grow vegetables, but because they did not, 
as a rule, take to it. They would be doing 
an unkindness to various districts if they 
restricted the area to 3 acres. They all 
knew thv,t, periodically, vegetables in large 
quantities came from the other States. He 
also saw in St. George, the other day, the 
20-acre farm referred to by the hon. member 
for Murilla. There would be no vegetables 
in that town, except the Chinaman supplied 
them, and it was the same with otl).er com­
munities. It seemed to him that, whilst they 
might make a very fair living out of 3 acres 
under bananas, it was another matter as to 
whether they could make a living out of 3 
acres under vegetables. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: The arguments used 
aO'ainst the ,amendment by the hon. rnemher­
f;r Murilla and members on the other side 
appeared to him to prove that 3 acres was 
too much. What those hon. members said 
led him to believe that there must be half 
a dozen Chinamen working on 5 acres of 
land. As the bon. member for Burke showed, 
it was really less than that-one. man to 
every half-acre. His experience was that 
they would generally find half a dozen 
Chinamen on a garden of 5 acres. If any­
thing, he would rather see the area reduced 
to 2 acres. Take the tobacco industry: 
Everyone knew that a man could not cul­
tivate 5 acres in that industry, and that was 
a white industry; and if they allowed 5· 
acres to be used by these undesirable aliens, 
they could go into the tobacco industry and 
be protected by statute law. He thought the 
chief reason why white men did not grow 
vegetables was because they could not con­
form to the low standard of living of ·the-
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9hinese. ~hen, again, those who had gone 
mto the mdustry were looked unon as 
foolish in trying to compete with the ChinesB 
gardBnBr. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Nonsense! 

Mr. C?'~YI"LfV AN: He was Yery pleased, 
when VISiting a farming distrid in Southern 
Queensl-and, in company with the junior 
member for Charters Towers-that was at 
Goor1lbungee-to see that there was not a 
Chinaman then; at all, and they could get 
.any ammmt of vBgetabks. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: The farmer~ 
there grow their own vegetabies. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: There were a good 
many districts. where there were plenty of 
Chm.amen. There was a good white com­
mumty at Goombungee. Someone said that 
the farmers were comprised of Germans aud 
Irishmen, and that where those two classes 
were there was no room for a Chinaman. 
(Laughter.) He was going to support the 
amendment. He only. wished that it was 
2 acres, as there \Vere a lot of alluvial flats 
on the riYers and creeks in his electorate 

that could be well occupied by 
[9.30 p.m.] white men if they couid only 

compete with the Chinese. At 
on_E' orchard. there, owned and worked by 
uclour·ed ahens, they supplied ChartGrs 
Towers and Townsville with oran"'eS and 
such fruits that might ,and oould 

0

00 
pliBd by white men. They knew that 
the local people could get their production 
to the market earlier than the imported 
produce, thoy would get better prices. At 
the present time fruit was coming from 
Lismore and by the time the Stanthorpe 
fruit would haYe reached Brisbane, prices 
would have fallen. The arguments which 
had been raised against the amendment 
of the hon. member for Gregory were 
something like the arguments which were 
raised in connection with the work in the 
canofield, when they were told that white 
men could not work in the tropics. The 
Labour party had preYed, however, that 
white men could work in the tropics. White 
men could grow vegetables as well as 
Chinamen. 

Mr. FORSYTH : Of course, they can. 
Mr. O'SULLIVAN: Then why give the 

industry up to Chinamen? Why give the 
Chinaman 5 acres to compete with white 
people who had to raise families and com­
pete with the Asiatic style of living. The 
white man got very little status in Japan. 
They were not as liberal to the white race 
in Japan as the Australians were to the 
.Japanese. They ought to take a lesson 
from what they saw was taking place in 
California in connection with the Japanese 
and Asiatics, and gua,rd against such a 
thing as that happening in Queensland. If 
they made the Bill a good one, it would be 
appreciated by the people outside. He 
tried to get an amendment into the Land 
Bill to debar people from leasing land to 
aliens, but he was told that the Govern· 
ment would bring in a Bill and do what 
he wished to have done. This Bill did not 
do what he wished to have done, because 
it gave too many acres to the Chinaman. 
He hoped the Committee would see tlie 
wisdom of restricting the area. They should 
do so'llething to enable the white aliens 
from Northern Europe to become full citi­
zens and have the full rights of taking up 
land. In the United States of Afu.erica 

they could take the first initial step as soon 
as they landed and they could become na• 
turalised in three or four years. 

The HOME SECRETARY : \V e cannot deal 
with that in this State. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: He saw that, and 
the unfortunate part of it would be that 
they would drive these men on to the labour 
market. These men would make splendid 
citizens, and he welcomed them to Queens­
land . 

Mr. FORSYTH : Hon. members forgot 
ths,t when members were speaking they 

not referring to the Chinamen all the 
The junior member for Rockhampton 

said that the stations employed Chinamen 
because they were cheap, but that was not 

as it was impossible to get white men 
He knew that Chinamen were 

£2 lOs. per week and their keep 
white men could not be got at sta­

now. Hon. members opposite shook 
heads, but if they could get him a 

g>trw""''r he would get him a job. At the 
was interested in they had a 

man as cook, and gave him £2 lOs. 
a week. He was a very good · n1an, too. 
But he knew other stations where thev had 
to give £2 lOs. a week to Chinamen,· so it 
was not because Chinamen vvere cheap that 
they were employed, but because they could 
not got white men. No one said that white 
men could not grow vegetables, but they 
knew that a white rnan would not grow 
them. It W8,s not that they could not, but 
they would not. There. was a white gar­
dener near Camooweal who supplied vege­
tables to Qamooweal, but they could not 
get white gar,deners at Burketown, Norman. 
ton, Urandangie, Gregory Downs, and many 
of those places. They were told ths,t white 
men looked on the occupation of growing 
vegetables as an inferior occupation. Why 
was it inferior? It was an honest occupa· 
tion. What was the difference between 
growing vegetables and growing corn or 
maize ? It was all nonsense to talk that 
way. 

J\llr. O'SULLIVAN: Canecutting used to be 
looked upon as absolutely fitted only for 
black men. 

Mr. FORSYTH : He was not discussing 
canecutting. He would like vBry much to 
see white men undertake market gardening. 
His remarks did not apply to large centres 
of population, where it was possible to get 
vegetables grown by white men. He was 
talking of places hundreds of miles inland, 
where there was no possible chance of taking 
veg·etables, and where the rate of carriage 
was prohibitory. In such places it was surely 
better to have V\)getables grown by China­
men than to have none at all. 

Mr. FOLEY: Three acres is quite enough 
for a market garden, anyhow. 

Mr. FORSYTH : In some pl?.ces 3 acres 
might be sufficient, but where the soil was 
not· good, it was not enough, and, as the hon. 
member for Murilla said, it was necessary to 
have some land lying fallow. There was a 
market garden in Toowong, where he lived, · 
of a largo area. and he thought there were 

·three or four Chinamen working there. He 
got hos vegetables from a white man, but he 
did not know whom the white man got them 
from, though he supposed he got them in the 
market. The Government were quite right 
in proposing this restriction. and he sup­
posed the principal reason for introducing 

Mr. Forsyth.] 
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the Bill was to prevent coloured aliens 
having 50 or 100 acres under cane. 

Mr. COLLINS : "What about banana grow­
ing? 

Mr. FORSYTH: was a large num-
ber of banana growers his electorate, but 
they were all white men, and he did not 
think one of them employed anybody but 
a white man. He was glad to say they were 
all doing fairly well, though Fiji bananas 
might affect them very soon, as large quan­
tities of Fiji bananas were coming in. The 
Federal Government could render great 
assistance in connection with the banana in­
dustry by granting a bonus only to white 
growers, as they did in connection with sugar. 
They could refuse to grant a bonus to 
Chinese banana growers, and that would 
materially help in solving the difficulty so 
far as bananas wore concerned. He hoped 
the amendment would not be accepted. 

Mr. ALLEN would not have spoken but 
that he wished to reply to some of the silly 
assertions that had· been made by members 
on the other side in connection with market 
gardening. He intended to support the 
amendment. If he had his way, he would 
not have the slightest compunction in wiping 
out the Chinese market gardeners altogether, 
and he would cheerfully be prepared to give 
a vote which would have that result. The 
hon. member for Warwick and the hon. mem­
ber for Murilla referred to the Chinese gar­
dens at St. George, and the inference was 
that, were it not for those gardens, the people 
of St. George would not have any vegetables 
at all. He (Mr. Allen) lived in a town in a 
similar district to St. George-that was 
Mitchell-and there the Chinese market 
garden was simply a blind for opium selling, 
and all the vegetables used in the place 
were grown by a white man, who had prac­
tically run the Chinese out. The special 
pleading for the towns in the West was not 
appreciated in those towns. In his own 
electorate, in the town of Thargomindah­
which was a strong centre for the party 
opposite-the people relied upon Chinamen 
for their supply of vegetables, but in Eulo 

'and Windorah-both of which were strong 
Labour centres-the market gardens were 
carried on entirely by white men, and he 
might mention that in Eulo the market 
gardener paid an exorbitant rent to the 
Crown for a special lease of 3 acres. If he 
had his w&.y, there would not be a Chinese 
gardener in Queensland. He had a strong 
fancy-of course it could not be proved­
that the presence of leprosy in such a beau­
tiful climate as Queensland had, might be 
be traced to the fact that people obtained 
a large portion of their vegetable supply 
from Chinese gardeners, as it was well 
known that leprosy was prevalent among 
Chinese. He took up the attitude that the 
less they had to with the Chinese the better. 
If there were no Chinese market gardeners 
in the State, it might cause a little incon­
venience in some places for a while, but 
after a little not only would they have a 
cleaner supply, but a better supply. Hon. 
members on the other side were always cry­
ing out about a great need for population. 
Well, if they had the market gardening of 
Queensland in the hands of v;hite men, who 
would be able to rear families under white 
men's conditions, they would be helping to 
<>vercome that need for population. He sup­
posed he had travelled as much in Southern 
Queensland as the average member, and he 

[Mr. Forsyth. 

knew the agricultural districts fairly well, 
and he knew that in many of those districts 
mal'lwt gardening was carried on to a very 
reopectable extent by white men. Members 
were paying a poor compliment to the white 
race whon they said that only for the Chinese 
people in many parts of Queensland would 
be without vegetables. He was going to 

the amendment, and he hoped the 
sense of the Committee would put 

nail in the coffin of alien labour. 
Mr. WINSTANLEY thought the an1end­

ment of tho hon. member for Gregory was 
in the right ·direction, but even with the 
·amendment he was not sure that the Bill 
would be effective, because it vms likely 
enough that these aliens ·would find some way 
of getting through it. As Bret Harte said­
f' :b""or ways that are dark, and trlcks that are 

vain, 
The heathen Chinee is peculiar." 

It had bean said on the other side that if 
there were no Chinamen there would be no 
vegetables; but in a gr·erat many instancBs, 
where the Chinese had ·a monopoly, it would 
be better for people to do without vegetables 
than to get them from the Chinamen. One 
of the health officers had stated that what 
the Chinaman termed " soup," and applied 
to his vegetables, was composed of blood, 
urine, nightsoil, and water. Anyone who had 
lived near a Chinaman's garden-which he 
had done-would know that the perfume after 
sunset was such ws to give a person no relish 
for Chinese-grown vegetables. He believed 
that white men could grow vegetables ·as 
well as the Chinese, and that they would do 
so if the Chinese were not there. He knew 
a man not far from Brisbane who owned 10 
acrm, of which he cultivated 5 acres; and 
even that area was more than he could culti­
vate as it ought to be cultiv•ated. On Char­
ters Towers the man who cultivated 1 acre 
under intense cultivation was an exception­
ally smart man; and he thought 3 acres was 
quite enough to allow under this clause. 
Even. if it edged out the Chinese, it would 
give an opportunity to whit·e men to take 
their place; and that would be a good thing 
in the ,interests of the community, 'and 
probably .in the interests of the Chinese 
themselves, because it took them a long time 
to come up to our standard of living. The 
finest orangeries, vineyards, and mango groves 
VlDre in the hands of white men; but the 
Chinese were a menace to the banana trade, 
and there was no opportunity for the white 
man to buy bananas unless it was through 
the Chinese. If thG banana industry was to 
be a white man's industrv as far as the 
North was concerned, the 'area would have 
to be reduced_ 

Mr. RYLAND said that the Bill would 
do very litHe towards preventing the leasing 
of land to .aliens, evan with the limit of 5 
acres or 3 acres. If it vvas desired to make 
it effective, the clause should be made to 
read-

" It shall not be lawful to grant any lease 
or enter into any agreement, whether oral or 
in writing, for any lease of any parcel of land 
to or with any alien." 
Vlithout such .a provision as that, it would 
be possible for indivi,dual members of the 
family of an ali.en to take up separate blocks, 
and in th-at way get possossion of .a large 
area. If the door was loft open at all, they 
could not expect the Bill to be effective. The 
banana. industry in North Queensland was 
practicfllly in the hands of Chinese at 
the present time, and this clause would not 
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have the effect of driving thmn out of the 
industry, even if it was amended 

[10 p.m.] as proposed, because there was 
nothing to prevent a China· 

man .aggregating sev.er.al are•as of 3 acres, 
~and th11s securing ·<1 con::.;iderable holding. 
He thought the clause shou:.d be redrafted 
and sub1nitted in su-ch a forn1 ,as tvould 1nak~ 
.::tgg-regations impossible, but fo.i:ing that he 
should support the amendment. 

.~\~r. F~RRICKS "'as of opini~n that 
BI,, wou,d not ach1eve what tno Govern­
·ment hoped it WO.ljld. He did not think it 
·would stop the settlement of Chinese on our 
lands, particularly on our coastal lands. The 
.amendrr;·ent yvould J:>·e an improvement to the 
.chmse, but It did not go as far as he would 
cvish. Evon an area o.f 3 acres was too much 
to allow to be leased to a Chinaman. If 5 
·~ores W<;re allowed. then the clause would be 
.mo~eratry·e as far as restriction of leasing 
lana to auens was conCBrned, and would have 
n<_>. effect on the banana industry, because a 
Dnmaman could make a very o·ood living at 
panapa cultivation on 5 acres of ~oastal land 
m North Queensland. Such an area would 
;return what would be to him a prinCBly 
mcome. At the present time, when the method 
.of cultivation was by no means advanced 
the a.verage area held per Chi11ese e1nployed 
:growmg bananas was not more than 5 acres 
and with improved methods of cultivation ,;, 
Chinaman would be quite satisfied with 5 
. acres. . Something had been said about the 
~ecessity for the Federal Government afford­
.mg reasonable prot-ection to the banana in­
'dus~ry. He th_o.ught they should afford pro­
tection to the mdustry; but there was no in­
,duoem.ent f~r the Federal Government to do 
·so while Chmes.e wer.e permitted to take such 
.a large part in the industry as they were at 
the present time in North" Queensland and 
.as he was afraid they would~ be abl~ to do 
even aft.er the passing of this Bill. The hon. 
member fo.r Moreton asked why did not the 
~ederal 9?vernment _impose bounty and ex­
Cise conditions? He did not think they would 
d_o that, because it would be unconstitu­
tional.. _It had been decided by the highest 
authonpies that the bounty as applied to the 
sugar mdustry was unconstitutional, and if 
·the Federal Government exercised their 
powers any further in that direction they 
would soon be pulled up by the High 
'Court of Australia. This clause had a 
-very special application to the Bowen district 
·where great quantities of tomatoes, cuoum: 
bers, .and other vegetables were grown. The 
Premier,_ t_he .Secretary for _Agriculture, and 
other I\1[1msters who had visited Bowen, won­
-d:red at the_past stagnation of the place, and 
d1d not hesitate to express their feelin,9:s in 
the matter. The cause was apparent. There 
·were huge Bstates held by land mononolists 
who would not subdivide them and put the~ 
.on the market. It suited them better to 
1ease those lands for the production of toma­
iooes, cucumbers, and other vegetables, and 
.some of the rents charged were exorbitant. 
If a Chinaman undertook to cultivate 5 acres 
o£ that land, that would be about the 
to which he would v.o, so that if the 
wa'S pass·ed as drafted the same conditions as 
now prevailed wo.uld continue. The clause 
would have no effect in the Bowen district 
as far a~ restricting the Ieasing of land to 
Chinese was concerned, because huge estates 
whiCh had been locked up for the last thirty 
years. would continue to be leP~S·ed to Chin~­
men m areas of 5 acres each and the Chinese 
would be satisfied with holdings of that area. 
Repe!"tedly he had ooen those Chinese, after 
workmg a few years on those lands, retire 

and go home to China, and presumably ha.l 
afterwards. lived as gontlomen, and probably 
had subscr1bed to the patriotic needs of their' 
country. The question of the subsidy paid 
to the boats which were bringing in black 
g-rown bananas from Jhji had also been 
raised. That was not a t'ederal matter. It 
was purely a State matter. The Fijian Govern­
ment subsidised the boats carrying bananas 
to :Melbourne, and he was very sorry to 
say the New South Wales Government also 
subsidised that shipping company, and he 
would remind hon. members opposite that 
they could not very well complain at what 
the New South VI/ales Government had done 
against the State of Queensland, because they 
were only carrying out that g-lorious system 
of State rights which hon. members opposite 
preached. If thBy had a Commonwealth 
principLe, they would not have the spectacle 
of one State ope1:ating against another State, 
such as they had a.t the present time. As had 
been very properly mentioned bv the hon. 
member for Kennedy, the tobacoo industry 
loomed very larg.ely in this connection, be· 
cause it was a well-known fact that 2 or 3 
acres was the very' most one man could culti­
vate for the growing of to bacoo; and if 
Chinese were allowed 5 acres they would be 
at liberty to lease land till further orders, 
and go in fo,r the cultivation o.f tobacco, 
which, in the Bowen district, had a great 
future. In that district they grew cigar leaf 
superior to anything produced in Australia . 
It commanded the highest price obtainnable 
from the Tobacco Trust, which, he was sorry 
to say, was not saying much, because in the 
tobacco industry ther·e was only one buyer­
the States Manufacturing Company, Limited, 
Melbourne-and if any other buyer sprang 
up it was not very long before the Tobacco 
Trust gobbled' him up. The Chinese would 
be quite prepared to accept ls. 3d. a lb. for 
the leaf, whereas the white grower would 
demand ls. 6d. to ls. 9d. per lb. Something 
has been said about the produc.ti-on of vege­
tables-that if the amendment wer·e accepted 
the supply of veg·etables would fall off-that 
the various communities in Queensland would 
run short of their vegetable supplies. He 
thought it was the hon. memher for ·warwick 
who said, in effect, that the city of Brisbane 
was almost ·entirely dependent on the Chinese 
for their supply of vegetables. He mentioned 
the Chinese vegetable gardens at Coorparoo 
and at Nundah, but he did not mention the 
gardens at Toowong, and those gardens were 
notorious for the fact that the best vege­
tables were grown there. There were other 
small Chinese gardens in the outskirts of 
Brisbane·, but it was altog-ether unreasonable 
to say that the people of the State; wer.e de­
pendent upon Chinese for the supply of vege­
tables. Hon. members opposite said white 
men could g-row vegetables, but they would 
not. They could, and they would, if they got 
encouragement. 'The very same arguments 
were used in regard to the growing of sugar 
by white men. It had been amply demon­
strated since that white men could and 
would do the work if they got sufficient en­
couragement. If he were starting life over 
again he would not go out as a gardener or 
cook, because those nrofessions were the 
safe preserves of the Chinese and Japanese. 
He was at one with the hon. member for 
Moreton that aliens were not always the 
cheapest. There was one great value abo.ut 
them in the ey-es of some p.eople. They were 
servile, and they would put up with bullying, 
which a white man would not do. 

The bell indicated that the hon. mem. 
her's time had expired. 

Mr. Ferricks.] 
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Mr. FERRICKS: He would take a fur­
ther five minutes. That was the great 

'charm about them that hon. members 
opposite and their friends had a par­
twular love for Chinese, not because he 
\vas ch0ap, but because he was servile and 
would bow down and touch the cap, and 
when he was kicked he would say, "Yes, 
master." It was his firm belief if the 
an1end1nent vvere not accepted, the whole 
Bill would be ineffectual. The Bill had a 
wider application than the coastal Nurth or 
even than the \Vest. The hon. member for 
Moreton referred to tho Chinese gardeners on 
the distant stations. He would remind the 
hon. member that the compar51tively few 
Chinese who were employed on stations out 
\Vest in vegetable-growing did not repre­
sent the vegetable-growing or gardening 
industry of Quoensland. The pastoral sta-
tions impprtant in their way, and 
so were pastoral towns, but the condi-
tions might be irkson1e than in 
the districts, if the Chinese 
l'lade a success of vegetable-growing in 
the \Vest, it did not say the white 
could not 111akc a success of it in · 
parts of Queensland, and why should hen. 
members opposite say the future production 
of vegetables in Queensland depended on 
the retention of the aliens, particularly the 
Chinese'? Personally, he would sooner go 
without vegetables than eat one he knew 
to have been grown by a China>man. The 
remarks passed by the junior member for 
Charters Towers were only too true. He 
had seen filth and other unmentionables 
poured on cabbage, lettuce, turnips, and 
carrots in the morning which attracted the 
blowflies, and the stench for 100 yards was 
unbearable. He had seen those vegetables 
rushed by people who loved the Chinee, 
not for himself, but because he could be 
beaten down ld. or ld. for a choice head 
of cabbage. If a Chinaman wanted 4d. for 
a. head of cabbage, he always asked 6d. for 
it. The prudent housewife tried to beat 
him down to. 5d., and eventually he would 
come down to 5d. She would then ask for 
4!d., and, after a lot of hesitation, the gen­
erous Chinaman would perhaps sell that 
cabbage at 4~d., which in the first instance 
he only hoped to obtain 4d. for, and at 
that price would have made a profit of 
hundreds per cent. That was the thing 
which attracted people who flocked round 
the Chinese' baskets when he dropped them 
at the back door of Brisbane suburbia. It 
was a standing disgrace to Queensland to 
say that if white men were given the oppor­
tunity they could not compete against those 
gentry in the production of fruit or vege­
tables. He asked the Secretary for Lands 
once more to accept this amendment, other­
wise he might as well throw the Bill into 
the waste-paper basket. It would be no 
good for the banana industry. Chinese were 
all brothers or cousins. You might get 
fifty or sixty of them with different names 
holding different estates, and yet they would 
be \Vor1dng in one concern. There were 
evils which existed at the present time, 
where they had men who were prominent 
in business circles in North Queensland 
holding large areas of scrub land, and 
drawing pounds per cla>y from the exertions 
of the Chinese in the production of ban­
anas. How, then, were they to expect the 
banana industry to be brought up to such 
a state as to compete with the Fiji bananas? 

[Mr. Ferricks. 

Mr. WIENHOLT: No one beiieved in 
keeping cut undesirable aliens more than he· 
did, f<_)r one reason because ?Ur own .People, 
needed a higher standard of living. He had 
seen the trouble caused in Natal and the 
United States of America to .. day on the same· 
question; but he thought there was one point 
that had been missed, and that was, what 
were these undesirable aliens going to do 
\yhen wG prevented them frcm gardening? 
~iould they not go into other professions, such 
ac> cabinet making, and so en? Perhaps they 
would do more ha,rm in those callings than. 
vvhen growin.~g vegetables 1and suppl~ying 
some of the outside towns. Hen. members 
should be logical in this matter, .and if they 
were g·oing to pre.vent the leasing of land 
even in. these small areas, they would have to 
prevent thmn from being employed 1as cooks 
or 1-aundl~yrntm, .and, in fact, rnake it im~ 
possible for them to live, so that they would 
have to leave the country. Surely the hon. 
member did not demand that. If they 
r.Balised that position, then the only thing 
they cculd do to pay them some com-
pensation, and the bull by the hcrns 
and get them out straight away. He did not 
think it would be right to make it impos­
sible for them to live in any trade whatever. 
Now that they were here, and tne evil ex­
ist·ed, it wculd be better to see them growing 
vegetables than to hav.e them in other things. 
The han. member for Bowen talked about 
the Jape,nese being servile, and that was a. 
statement which would do harm to Australia, 
because he was quite sure that there was. 
nothing servile about the men who stormed 
Port Arthur. 

Mr. FERRICKS: They are servile for a 
re·ason out here. 

Mr. WIENHOLT: If the hen. member 
read the <lescriptions of the late war with 
Russia carefully, and knew anything about 
fighting at all, he would realise that it was. 
a very dangerous thing to instil into Aus­
tralian minds that there was anything de­
spioable about the Japanese, or the Chinese· 
either. He noticed the other day in a.n 
illustrated paper some excellent photographs 
of the new reorganised Chinese army, and 
there ·did not seem to be anything particu­
larly despicable or servile about them. Let 
us by all means keep them out. 'They had: 
to realise that a. white man had to keep his 
family and himself, and needed bigger wages 
and bett.er conditions than the alien. Keep 
the alien out by all means, but do not let: 
us lull ourselves int9 false security that·: 
there was anything despicable or servile 
about them. 

Mr. CORSER: As there seemed to be a. 
diffieulty in dis·criminating what kind of 
produee a Chinaman should grow upon his: 
e.creage, he thought there ought to be a re·duc­
tion from 5 acr·es to 3 acres. In travelling 
through the North cf Queensland he had 
found many tens of thousands of acres suitable 
for ba.nana-growing, and also for canegrowing, 
but they knew th"t they conk! only produee 
'a certain amount of cane before they -reached 
the demand in Australia. It appeared to 
him that the only thing left that could pro­
fit-ably be grown in Ncrth Queensland by 
1vhite ·men in larg-e quantities vvas bananas,. 
if they could possibly keep the Fiji bananas 
out of Australia. Thev talked about settling 
the people .in the Nor'th of Queensland, but 
therB must be some oceupation that they· 
could make ·a Iiving in. As to the different. 
things that could be produced in the North. 
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there were sugar and bananas, and then they 
came to cotton. He did not find mor-e than 
one instance where cotton was grown profit­
ably exoept by native blacik labour, at half-a.· 
crown a w,eek and rations. Persons in the 
North told him that they could not make 
coffee-growing pay unless they had native 
black labour at half-a-crown a week. That being 
so, there was not going to be any expansion in 
those direetions, .and it left the g·oo·d fertile 
lands only for the banana-grower. But 
while the Fedora!. Government wouLd not 
give -as,sistan~B, and while the Fijian Govern­
ment were ,anxious that their bananas grown 
by black labour should come into Australia, 
nothing could be dono. He thought the New 
South Wales or Victorian Government were 
subsidising steamers to bring Fijian bananas 
into New South Wales. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : It Is the 
Victorian Government. 

Mr. CORSER: By doing that they were 
practically landing the black-grown banana. 
into Australia. free from duty. In Melbourne 
and Sydney practically the whole of the 
ba.na.na trade was in the hands o-f the Chinese, 
and while it remained in their hands he 
did not think thoy would get much assist­
<'tnce from the Federal Government. Thev 
ha.d now an opportunity of legislating so 
that the Chinamen would he nrev<mted from 
);,asing land of suffic}ent area to make a 
living from ba.na.n<>s. The people would be 
grateful to Parliament for ·doing this. He 
hop·ed that, if they could not restrict the 
aliens from utilising 5 acres for banana­
growing, the Committee would reduce the area 
of land to be leased down to at most 3 acres. 

Mr. FERRICKS : The hon. member .tor 
Fassifern mentioned that if they restricted 
the area they would drive the Chinamen 
into some other avenues of employment, but 
the fact that Chinamen WeTe able to settle 

on the land wa.s held out to them 
f10.30 p.m.] as a.n attraction to come to 
- Queensland. Chinamen were 

frequently coming to North Queensland. 
God knows where they came from-they 
must have come from the Northern Terri­
tory-they could not speak a. word of Eng­
lish, but they were bound to other China· 
men, and in time took up land for them­
selves. If they restricted the area that they 
could take up it would be a. hardship on 
a few Chinamen; but the attraction to new­
comers would be stopped, and that would be 
something gained. The senior member for 
Maryborough put forward an excellent 
point by mentioning that this was a splen­
did opportunity for Queensland to show its 
genuineness to foster a Queensland indus­
try. They had an opportunity of further· 
ing the industry and opening up untold 
possibilities with regard to land settlement. 
They ha.d land in the North that would 
grow sugar a.nd other tropical fruits till fur­
ther orders, but the facilities were restricted, 
and there wa.s a good opportunity to open 
up a.rea.s of land for banana-growing. There 
were rivers which were navigable for ves­
sels of light draught, launches, and flat. 
bottomed punts, and the facilities for get­
ing away bananas were very good. The hon. 
member for Dalby thought that it would 
be easy for a. Chinaman to pass the educa­
tion test and take up land, but the test 
that could be submitted by the Minister 

·was one that no member of Parliament 
could pass, so that the provisions in that 
respect were all right. 

Question-That the word proposed to be· 
o1nitted (Jlr. Hamilton~s a1nendrncnt) stand 
part of the clause-put; and the Commit­
tee divided:-

AYES, 25. 
Mr. Appel Mr. 

Barnes, G. P. 
Barnes, W. H. 
Booker 
Bouchard 
Bridges 
Cribb 
Denba.m 
Forsyth 
Fox 
GJ.~ant 

Grayson 
Gunn 

Macartney 
Morgan 
Paget 
Petrie 
Rankin 
Somerset 
Stevens 
Swayne 
'Thorn 
Tolmie 
Welsby 
Wienholt 

Tellen: Mr. Welsby a.nd Mr. Wienholt. 

NOES, 23. 
Mr. Adamson Mr. 

Ail en 
Collins 
Corser 
Coyne 
Ferricks 
Foley 
Hamilton 
Hardacre 
Hunter, D. 
Hunter, J. l\!f. 
Land 

McLachlan 
Ma.y 
Mulcahy 
Mullan 
O'Sullivan 
Payne 
Ryland 
Theodore 
Vowles 
Walker 
\Vinsta.nley 

TelleTs: Mr. Coyne a.nd Mr. Ryland. 

PAIRS. 
Hodge and Mr. Philp. 
Blair and Mr. Mann. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 
Mr. HARDACRE: If the clause wa& 

going to be effective it would require an· 
other amendment. Clause 3 provided that 
it should not be lawful to lease any area 
of land exceeding 5 acres to aliens. If the 
clause remained in that form, any number­
of aliens could take up an area. of land. Ten 
Chinamen could occupy 50 acres, and nine 
Chinamen would really be the employees 
of one Chinaman, who, in fact, although 
not in form, would lease the whole area. 
'fhere would pra.ctica.lly be a form of dummy· 
ing going on. There wa.s another side to it 
a!~o. Not only mi·ght one owner lease the 
whole of bis land to different aliens, but one· 
alien might lease 4 acres from one owner, 
some more from another owner, and some 
more from still another owner. With a view 
to preventing such evasions of the purpose 
of the Bill he moved the insertion, after 
the word "direct," in line 26, of the words-

" Provided that tt shall not be lawful for· 
one owner of land to grant or lease parcels of 
land exceeding in the aggregate five acres to 
different aliens who have not received such cer­
tificate. Nor shall it be lawful for any one alien 
who has not received such certificate to lease 
parcels of land exceeding in the aggregate five 
acres fron1 different owners." 

He suggested that the Minister might move 
the Chairman out of the chair to give him 
time to consider the amendment. 

The House resumed. The TEMPORARY 
CHAIRMAN reported progress; and the Com­
mittee obtained leave to sit again to-morrow. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

The PREMIER: I beg to move that this 
House do now a.djourn. The business to­
morrow will be Supply. 

Question put and passed. 
The House adjourned at fifteen minutes to 

11 o'clock. 
Hon. D. F. Denham.] 




