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Questions.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMRBLY.
WEDNESDAY, 11 Ocrosrr, 1911

The SpEaAxER (IIon. W. D. Armstrong,
Lockyer) took the chaiv at half-past 3 o’clock.

QUESTIONS.
Prorirs o~ TowNSvVILLE axp BlouNT
MoRrRcAN RAILWAYS.

Mr. MULLAN (Charters Tews
Secretary {for Railways—

“ W'.hat is the gross and net profit on the
following lines since tke date of opening:—
Townsville to Charters Towers, Rockhampton
to Mount Morgan?’’

s} asked the
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The SECRETARY ¥FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. W. T. Paget, Mackay) replicd—

“ Unfortunately the figures were not always
separated in section: as is now’ being doune,
and they are not available for the whale period,
The 1 from Townsville wus commenced in
1884 aud completed in 1883, and during that
time the gross earnings were £104,051, and
the net earnings £55,866. TFar several years
after that the returns show the carnings from
Townsvilie to the end of the line {Homcstead,
Torrens Creck, ete.}. but the section Towns-

vilie to harters Towers has hsen shown
roparately since 1902-03, and for the nine

ince then the gross earnings have been
.3058, and the net earnings £546,745.

“The line to Mount JMoergan has been opsned
for thirtesn yesr and the Kabra 1o Mount
Morgan ction h refurn<sd a gro revenue
of £298,231, and a net revenue of £137,820.
This dees not inelude Rockhampton to Kabra,
which iz shown as pait of the main line
carnings,

“The net sarnings given above are the
gross easrnings, les working expenses, but
interest on capital has not been deducted.”

MISCONDUCT, WOOLLOONGABRBA
CRrICKET GROUND.

Mr. LESINA (Clermeont) asked the Home
Secretary
1. Will he ark the Commissioner of Polite
nizh a report on the vesalts «f police

5 2 corinin alle-

t «t the evening
Woolbsnun Cricket

ALLEGED

I+

c= meetings
Ground?

2. Will he table the
tained? ”’

at tie

when ob-

The HOME SECRETARY I G
Appel. Albert) replied

ie~  were

(Hon.

“No such made by the

police.”

ingu

I.ocaL AUTHORITIES LoOAY ARREARS.

Mr. LESINA asked the Treasurer—

“1. Why hos hs nezlccted to take action
under section 41 of the Iocal Authorities Act
Amendment Aet of 1910, under which it is
provided that thes Treasurer
months of February and Aug o
cause tn be pubiisk i Gazette a state-
went showing, with respect to every local
authority and other public body to which a
loan has been advanced by the Treasurer, the

mount of money overdue and in arrcar, and
the total of the
vemaining unpaid?

“Z. Can he give the Houze ony idea of the
total of instaiments of interest a redemption
in arrear as at the 0th June, 101177

principal sum then

The TREASURER (Hon. W. H. Barnes,
Bulimba) replicd—

71, The hon. member will, T am sure, be
pleased to learn that 1 have mnot nesglected to
take action under section 223 of the Local
Authorities Actgs, 1902-1910.

2. All the required information will be
found in Government Gasette No. 54, pub-

lished on 381st August, 1931, a c¢opy of which
I now lay on the table ¢f the House.”
SuorTAGE 0F PasskxgEr Canrs, CENTRAL
DISTRICT.

Mr. CRAWFORD (Fitzroy)
Secretary for Railways—

“1. Is he aware that complaints are being
made about the =shortage of passenger cars
in the Central district?

“2. Is he aware that eight goods trucks
were used for the conveyance of Mount Mor-
gan people to and from Yeppoon on the

asked the
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OE’,(‘a’»iml of the anrusl pienic held last week,
aithouszh months of netics had been given by
the pienic committee?

‘“3. Does he consider

iair to make the

same charge for persous travelling in goods
vans as for lravelling in proper pussenger
cars?

The SECRETARY TFOR RAILWAYS
replied—

“1, No.

“2. T was not but it is pro-
bably correct. could not be gent aII
the way empiy from ¥ for one ds
use.

a0 It is ron ¥ to ume trurks
fitted ‘}1(1} 8¢ sngers for special
excursions and ot holidey times, and  this
DPractice is nol confined to Que=ensland The
fare charged for this excursinm was 3d.
for “d:llt and 1= far children,

e ared with
9% 3d. and s, £4. :

ordinary fa;

METIOD OF ANSWERING QUES rroxs.

AMpe. LESINA asked the Premicp—
YOWill

Le coneult with the Hon. the Spc
»mbly as to the adr

of
mr' the answers to ques s ol which ]
h cen in the unml of ** Votes and

'w South Wales
The

thu custom in the

’Hon.

[ PR]ZMIER D. F. Deaham,
Oaivy) veplied—

o ‘Y{‘,S.H

DESTITUTION OF DISCHARGED NAVVIES.

Me. LENNOXN{ Herbert) asked the Premier,
w ]th()lll‘ notice—

" Whether he i aware that a number of nien

were 1‘ecen_ﬂy discharged from the railway
works ut Pittsworth, and that they are now in
Toowcomiin unable to obt'un employment, and
are without money and without food: and, if
<, v..fl he take ,-frp& to relieve their present
necessition? )
The PREMIER replied—

oI WS not aware of the circumstances; but,
if suek is the cswe, T will soe that the nec LSATY

action i= tuken to velicve their present needs.”

PAPER

paper, laid on
was ordered to be ;nmf d:—Return she
ing diplomas granted by Charters Towe:s
School of Mines up to end of vear 1910,

follewing the table,

SUPPLY.

Restaprion or CouMITTEE—FIFTH ALLOTTED
Dav.
MINES DEPARTMENT—GOLDFIELDS.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. J.
G. Appel, Albr): At half-past 10 o’clock on
Friday last he had not completed his explana-
tion of the vote he had moved in connection

with ‘“ Goldfields.”

Mr. Muneax: You might recapitulate the
information you gave.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES:
had no objection te doing that.
of the warden at Charters
ercased from £580 to £600, that of the
inining registrar from £240 to £250, that
of the assistant mining registrar from £180
to £200, and one of the clerks had his
salarv incrcased from £160 to £180. Mr.
Weston’s salary was raised from £100 to
£110. The warden at Chillagoe, Mr. Tre-
gear, had his salary increased from £360 to

He
The salary
Towers was in-
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£330. There was a sum of £130 for the-
mining registrar, Mr. K. Littler. The

major pox!mn of this vote was previously
voted in connection with the Justice Depart-
ment, but it now appearcd in the Iistimates

for the Mines Department; the increase was
only 2, the ﬂ'ﬂ« v hmmg formeriv been
£120. The warden at Cloncurry was ap-

pointed at £400, which was £100 Ios,~ than
as paid to the previous occupant of the
o mon, the prezent officer being a junior
offis The mining regisirar on that field
had his sxlary insreased from £200 to £210,

and the chief clerk, which was a new appom’r»
ment, received £180. My, Byrne’s salary
was vaised from £120 to £130.° At Crovdon
the warden, which wss a new appointment,
had his salary inereased from £300 to £320.
Mr. Curtis waz appointed to Crovdon ab
6 ar less than his predecessor, as this
was hiz first pozition as warden. The mining
registrar there received an inercase from
£160 to :8100 and the clerk’s salary was
£70 to £80. A# (corgetown,

Mr. Ferguson, had his salalv
increasesd from £357 to £370. Mr. Tc‘rruson
was appointed at Georgetown at £10 a year
less than his predecessor, though he was
recciving an increase of £10 per annum.
The mining registrar, Mr. Fraser, was in-
creased from £180 to £200. At Gladstone
the clerk reccived an increase from £39 to
£60. a clerk having been appointed in
place of a cadet. At Grmpic 3r. Moran
had been appointed mining registrar at
£240, which was £40 less than his prede-
cessor received.  The Dbailiff, Mr. Mavnard,
was increasod from £45 to £65; the incrcase
of B0 was previovsly paid for the vote
for contingeucies. At Ierberton the mining
registrar Teceived an increase from £280
to £300. A d1afr>man was appointed at a
salary of £100, which was £80 less than was
paid to his predecessor, his being a new
appointment.  The elerk, ™Mr. Flannery,
was appointed at £170, which was £50 more
than his predeccssor received. At Mount
Morgan the warden's salary was incrcased
from £330 to £400. The mining rogistrar
appointad there received £40 less than his

predecessor. At Ravenswood a clerk was
appointed ar £40 a year less thaa his pre-
decessor  received. At Thornborough an

a»l\t(mt inining regisfrar was appumted at
a salary of £13J which was £40 less than
was paid to his predeeessor. The differences
he had evumerated were caused by the
transfer of junior officers to positions which:
were aforetime held by seniors, who had
been transferrsd and promoted. In con-
nection with the inspection of mines, a new
position had been c¢reated—that of State
Mining Registrar—and it was Just now
being filled by Mr. Jackson, ’rhe Chief In-
speetor of Mines.  Xr. Jackeon’s salary had
been incrcased from £500 to £550, and he
waz afguming more responsible duties as
State mining engincer. In_connection with
the inspectors of mniines. Mr. Russell, of
Charters Towers, received an increasc from
£380 to £400. At Rockhampton, Mr. Warde
received an inercase from £310 to £350. At
Ipswich, a new appointment had been made,
that of Mr. Lawrie, at £350. At Gympie,
Mr. THunter received an increase from £300
to £320. At Cloncurry, Mr. J. A, Thomas
was unnomted there—a new appointment—
at £300. Mr. Thomas was previously an
assistant inspector at Ipswich at £220. At
Croydon, Mr. Fryar received an increase
from £290 to £300. At Charters Towers,
Mr. Laun, assistant Inspector, received an
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increase from £220 to £230. Mr. Fletcher
Youung also recceived an increase from £%20
to £230. A new appointment was provided
for at £200 im place of Mr. Thomas, at
Ipswich, which was £80 Jess than MMr.
Thomas received. The position had not yet
been flled, but it would be filied in a short
time. In the geological staff, Mr. Marks,
Assistant Government Geologist, roe

increase from £320 to £350. i
Mr. Smith, was increased
£176.  Mr. Blake, another ass
ceivod an inecrea from £80 to £100. A
junior officer received an increas: from £50
to £60, and the carctaker, Mr. Ssthers, re-
ceived an increase from £150 to £170. The
enlaries paid to the draftsman and photo-
grapher dizappeared from this vote aind ap-
peared in connection with the chicf office.
Hf‘ moved that £23.361 be granted for
“Goldficlds,” being an increase of £181.

80

Mr. MULCAHY (Gymipic) was pleased to
sec the increases to the staff officers in the
Geological Department. He would like to sce
more attention given to this particular branch
of the department. (Hear, hoar!) There
was a wide field in Queensland, more than
in any State in the Commonwealth, for this
particular work. (Hear. hear!) They had
in Queensland all the minerals that one could
enumerate, and they had in Mr. Dunstan—
so far as his observation went and what he
could gather from men holding big position=
in the other States—a man who was com-
petent to fulfil the duties, and the wvery im-
portant duties, that he had to carry out. He
was very pleased to hear the W\linister say
that this officer and other officers of that
branch would receive consideration. He hoped
that promise would be given effect to.
Personally, he had alwavs rceeived the great.
est courtesy and consideration from the
Minister and officers of his department on
the many occasions that he had to approach
them in connection with matters appertain-
ing to the mining industry. e regretted to
see that there was not more being spent on
the mining industry, because he knew
that whatever money was spent it would
repay the State tenfold, That was not the
fault of the present Minister, as he was sure
that if the MMinister had his way Le would
rather spend more money on the mining
industry than he was doing at the present
time, When one considered the enormous
wealth that had been won from the different
goldfields in the State, one could only wonder
why more attention was not paid to them
than was ths case. Take the two old gold-
fields—that great goldfield of Charters Towers
came first and the old goldfield of Gympie
came second on the list. Up till and inclusive
of 1910 those two goldfields had produced
gold to the value of £37,000,000. He had
looked up these figures carefully and he be-
lieved them to be quite correct. That was
o trifle over one-half of the whole gold
production of the State. When they had
two goldfields which produced wealth like
that, then any little money which the Govern-
ment spent on them in developing the deeper
levels was money well spent, He was pleased
that a little had been done in this direction,
but he looked for a great deal more being
done in the future. When one considered
those two goldfields and the population they
had carried for ycars, they would see that
they deserved some attention. Regarding
the mineral wealth of Queensland, thev had
only just touched the fringe of it, and they
would have to spend more money to develop
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such & great industry.  Mount Morgan was
a mine all to itself and was upique in its
way. and it did nof require that assistance
which the older goldfields required. ¥e had
not much time io go into matters rcferred
to in the annual report of the department,
but he would like to make a few comments
on matters that wore soriewhat of a local
nzture appertaining to Gympie rather than
to the whole State. ITe wished to refer fo
the danger that existed to the men working
in a prosperous mine in Gympie, f
comething wos not done it was likely to result
in some sevious injury to the men engaged
in that industry, ITe had a great deal of
experience himself as a practical miver and
Lnew how the position stood. In the Gympie
Soattish Mine some of the mon had fo work on
20feot and 40-feot ladders. If members could
imagine ladders tened together and youch-
ing to the top of the Parliamen? Hot}so
cetling. thev would see the dangerous posifion
these men had to work in. They had to nlace
planks on the ladders at thab height and
start to work on the loose ground there.
That was very dangerous. What they should
do was to minimise the danger to the men
as much as possible. When men were work-
ine on ladders lashed together in that war,
they could not do much work. The ground
chould be filled up. e knew that there
would bhe an inifial exnense in filline wp
the ground, but it would pav the company

and t

‘o do it. and it wenld be a safeguard for the

sien working theve, Fle gathered the infor-
wation from men who wora leaving the mine.
Tt was scldom thes could get men x:oz‘kmg
in a mine to say anything about it but
when thev left a mine of their own accord
they came to him and told him all about
+he conditions under which they had worked.
3fen had come to him during the last six
weelks and pointed oub the danger that existed
in the Scottish Mine. They did not find
fault with the amount of work that they had to-
do. as they wers allowed to take their own
time, but there was the danger that was
attached to it. The men who were working
boneath that roof at shovelling work so ’far
helow the roof were running a great rzsk.
Tortunatelv—and he wus pleased to say it—
There had hesn no serious result from it so
far. e was quite sure if the inspector. Mr.
TTuntoer, received insfruction; from Jr]};{(\ Chloi
spector.  Mr. Jackson. he wou agre
{’\ri?ﬁ him that the oround should be filled up.

The Secrersry ror MInes: Sinec the hon.
centleman gave the information to the
Mines Dengrtment instructions have hbeen
oiven to the inspector to inspect and report
to the department, and we are now awaiting
that report.

Mr, MULCALIIY: He was gory pleased
to hear it. Seme might sav thst it wonld
he a hardship on the management and f’ha{:
it would be an incressed expense. Tk .mmht
be an expense for the time baing, but it was
just as casy to keep it filled up within 8 feet
or 10 feet of the voof as it was within 40
foet. Thesr could not go higher than 40 feet.
ITe did not bring the matter forward with
the idea of doing an injustice or to inflict any
hardship on the company that was carrying on
its work. I1e mentioned it both in the in-
terosts of the company and the men them-
selves. (Hear, hear !} He was glad to hear
the Minister say that a report would be pre-
sented, and he hoped that action would be-
taken on that report. (Iear, hear!) Hp
did not want to wait until there was a seri-
ous accident and then be told that he knew

Mr. Mulcahy.]
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all about it. It was his duty to give warn-
ing of these things. (Hear, hear!) That
was why he Lnough’f it before the House,
and did not wait until after an accident took
place, and then blame thé company for it.
He thought it was his dutv, when he had
information of that kind, to give it to the
.and he did 0. Ife did not do it with
the idea of interfering with the mining
industry In any way. It would be better
for the compsny and the miners. The great
disastor ot Mount Ilorgan was hroaght
about primarily bv not ok after the
ground properly. Althouch thov filled it up
to soene extent they altevid the sesiem of

timbering,  Fle was sati wiﬂw the ox-
planstion the Minisier had given

f4p.m.] him, anfl ha belicyad fhaf action
would be token in this matter.

ere was another litile matter that he
wished fo vefer to, with regard to section

39 of the Minc: Regulation Bill, which was
passed last yo He had had a chat that mornp-
ing with the Under Secrotnre, who gave
bhim the fullest informiation. The matter of
the charge made by licensed surverors had
been br owght under hxs notice hy a director
of one of the mincs in Gympie, Under the
Mines Regulation Act, » mining survevor
could charge £5 a dav for mﬂkindkan
underground surver. The Aet nrovided that
any competent person other than a mining
arveyor could carry out that work. The
had in Gympie a comprtnt surveyer. who,
he undevstood, did this woerk., Therewas no
other person at present doing it although
he was given to understand that there w ore
several who were con\nnmnt to carry out the
work.  The wardens should be instructed
that if there was a Hu’:agm, or some other
person about the mine. who was competen
to make thess surveys end plans, thev <hould
be allowed to do it, because in small mines,
or mines which were making heavy calls
every six months, there was to be a sirves
made and a plan sent down to the Under
Secretary.  IIe knew of a small company
which was charged £16 16s. the other dav
for the survey and plan. He hopod that
where there was a competent man avail-
able the Government would not stick rigidly
to the licensed surveyor. The directorate
or the manager of a mine should have the
right, where there was a Government mining
surveyor on the field, to apply to the Min.
ister or the warden to put the mining surveyor
on to carry out this work. FHe thought £3
3s. a day was a very fair thing, and many
of our mining surveyors would be glad to
do the work for that amount.

=

_The bell indicated that the hon.
time had expired.

member’s

Mr. MuLLax : They are paying one of the-

best surveyors in Queensland £300 a year at
Charters Tovcrs.

Mr. MULCAHY (continuing): The regula-
tion provided that the company should fur-
nish them with certain information, but he
wanted the Government to allow their min-
ing surveyor on the different fields, if it did
not interfere too much with their ou:unaxv
work, to carry out these duties—that was, if
it was the wish of the mines. At Gymp e
the surveyor got &£150 a year from the de-
partment; then he got the fess for the survey

of Uoldﬁeld homesteads, and so on, which
Drou0ht his salary on that field up to a
decent sum—it \\ould run up to £500 a year.
The shareholders in the companies had con-

[Mr. Mulcahy.
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fidence in the mining surveyors engaged by
the Government. He would like to refer to
a part of the Act which was coming into
force next wear, with regard to men who were
qualified as managers through long service
and where they had had fwentv men under
their control.  On or before 1st July, 1912,
thev had to put in their elaim. He lmow
there had been a number of claims put in,
but he felt sure thore wes still a number of
men who could qualify, and some of them
might not know. Ilisx desire was to give
every man who had ind that service an oppor-
tanity to send in  his apnhcat on beflnu
1st Julv, 1912, so as to enable him 1
his certificate as 2 mine manager. He hoy )Ld
that in the near future greater conmderahon
would be given to the mining industry, owing
to its value to the State. He did not look
upoun this in a party sense.

The bell indicated that the hon. member’s
further time had expired.

2Ir. COLLINS (Burks) would like the Se-
cretary for Mines to explain why the warden
at Georgetown only rereived £370 per annum,
v hile the warden at Gladstone received £450.
In kis oninion, the difference was foo great.

Te Dbelirved there swere more miners work-
ing on the Ftheridge than there was in the
Gladrfon altogether. He also
anted 1 Minister’s atfention *o
the excuiptions on the Htheridge. e was

zolng to cuote from newspapers circulating
in the district, but before doing so he would
quote fron the ropm‘r of the Under Secre-
tary for nes, page this was contained
in the report of lho mto warden for the
Etheridge—

At Gilberion there are thirty men leader
hunting, with warying success. No work has
bLeen done on the Comeztock leases—a remnrk,
however, that alsn applies to most of the
leasev on this field.”

if it was under

\() U“l(l r'O.,{l(l ‘]"c\;x" progr
ezemption, and \\hnn the companies conld
not put the lezses to some use, they should
be forfeited in the inferests of ofhers who
could put them to some ure. One of the
leases at Gilberton had been five years under
exempticn, and they had not done anything
to fulfil the labour conditions. A correspond-
ent writing to the M undie Mincr, of Secp-
kemb*r 21, about Gilberton, stated—

“ There is very little activity here. There
are a number of areas of ground held under
leave, and since the leases were laken up,
three, four, and five years sgo, there has not
been a pick put isto the ground. As this is
cgsentially a poor man's field, it is aggravating
for men who are anxious to raize a few ounces,
and willing t» work for them, to walk over
ground and find leaders which they dare not
work becnuse of the leases held from year's
end to vear’s end by men who only hold for a
change in the market, do not fulfil any labour
conditions, and probably would not know a
pick from a plane if they saw one. Our late
warden did his best to have leases forfeited
where not worked, but his efforts were nulli-
fied by the Mirnister, who apparently, as long
as the lease rent was paid, cared nothing for
the labsur conditions, and knew as much
about mining a% a tomeat knows of the game
laws. If our member would withdraw his
mind from the sugar ceontroversy for a while
and turn his attention to matters nearer home,
such as I refer to, it would be better for the
electoraie he represents.”

Then again, in the Walsh and Tinaroo
Miner, dated 4th October, there was an article
in the Htheridge district weekly edition
headed “Current Topics.” He had not
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time under the Standing Ovders to read th
whole of the article, therefore he ould
have to take a part of it. Dealing with
cxemptions, It said—

“To remedy the
revive the gold ind
Minister for Mines wou
he o¥der a 'g,cmA:Ll ove

-il, and eadenveur to
of the State, the
ha well advi i
haul of all existing

leases 1n  ex goldfirld, and ascertain the
fuets  relating to each, whether workedl or
unwarked, and, if the latter, the reason
=ame. Twelve months under the most ¢

crdinary circumstance
cient time allowed to
effort is wle during
should cns and

should %o quite suffi-

lecscholders. T£ no
that period forifeiture
2, someone elrfe given a
chance. Of course, we are aware that there
are veral ways in which the occupation of
auriferous ground ¢sn be passed on, from one
infevested prrson in  another of the same
cuterie, in almeost  pormeotuity. One of the
crowd, aftsr hanging on to the ground by evers:
known ’uwa"d‘*e, ’m( ts st last surrender it,
ta be #f ones apnlied for by o confederate, “\ul
o our mind, the law should read that
a =i t‘\clw. nmonths all
heen made to work theun,
or more diztinet holder
should be tur

) ool
at t‘xc
[
held w
that period,

duriing
ordi-

vooclaims only for at least three months,
thus giving the ordinary working miner au

e any arca required ca his
the idea of lo:
rents under s
{rom the mind, b
on, on an unloe
d by miners tr
and indires

opportunity to ¢
i w right.

&hg xm be

ines

alc,

han compensate  fuy the  loss oul
aatage b wsken of such a ca sion

mlm could thiu be re d fer leasing pur-

Posea, sSuach course would give the miner

hw opportun Did he fail to take adrantage

ite woulu have no reason to complain ¢
1 as deeply as he @ at present. th
ense ¢I the bll)crtun 11 ] ken m«e' twn to

O
=3
o
CT‘
=
=4
':”
or

lines sugy

draw the
iles, syndicates, oy ing
1y took up leases for speoilative |
or, as the late Bitly browne, oi Cio
cue oceasion, ¢ Thoey 'k to
2 {oel above the ground, in se

‘ and who do no logiti 3
7”7 Neither the Ltheridge
feld i Btate could pro-
wore allowed on a large
v should not take it as a

Slinistes’s atten

neteisng
nor any

other
cingrtio

The Minis

geod sign simply bessuse those men paid so
much per annum into the Treasury It
would Lo far better if those mines wes

and thrown open so as to allow the
miners to get on to those leases and do
something. Later on he might quote some-
thing of what the great Chillagoe Com
was burmc%od to be doing. one
had pomtrd out, thoy were simply hang
fire, and later on they would make a hig
sh so that the country would have to pay
amount of money whon the countrv
vanted to take over the Etheridge Railway.
He hoped the Minister would take his v
marks in reference to exemption into con-
sideration, bocause 18 was very important
for the miuvers in that district that some-
thing should be done. Jt was no use sa
this company or that company
up hundreds of acres of leases unlf‘w
were doinz some work on those le: ;
could onlv develop a mine by work, and not
by simply taking out a fease and then doing
nothing with it. That svstem had been the
curse of Quesnsland in the past.  According
to the report, the warden, on more than onc

&,

hig
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had recommended the forfeiture of
recognising that by continuaily
mption he was blocking  the
working men, who more than likely would
work the ground and assist in development
taking place on thet scldfield such as 1 the
Durham and Great Wonder Mines. Mr. Dan-
vers Powers and Mre. Rands had lately visited
that field, and both of them were favourably
imipressed with ifs prospects.  The Durham
Mine had proved that gold existed at over
800 fect, \\xllC]l was the greatest depth at
whizh pavable gold had besn got on the
Etheridge. If the owners of leases which
were down 150 feet were not prepared to
worl those leawes, thev should step out. or
the Crown should forfeit the lease and allow
sther people who might he willing to #hesu-
late their money in the ficld to get possession,
ile had just b mfownod that Mr. Rands
thaught verv hizhiv of the Oaks Rush. The
Great Wonder Mine, if it was in any other
part of Queonsland, or in Victoria, would be
cotinider \J a very big propesition indeed,
and thev 21l knew that the Ttheridge Field
was \v'\ll worths of counsideration. Tle did
: that the Blines Department had not

ocegsion,
those leanss
granting

the TFtheridge, because. to  some
extent, ther had got practically all they
bad asked {for, so far as grants were con-

They hat received £200 fromn the

decH-sinking vote for the Durham Mine, -and
@ fair amonnt of money hiad been speni ou

voads in different places to enable the mincers

to gnt their ore to the different vailway
stutions at A less cost than previessiy.
the Minister had done faiviy woll,

r. Colling) wanted him to o I»onm,
snd do away  with exemptions =0
open up the count in ths interests ¢
finers.

STANLEY  (CEariers
nie further information
the iuspeciors and

nines.  He found in Haswrd,
v gquestiors he had asked, that
three istant inspectors were appomted

during 1907—one in Felwuary, one in Novem-
ber, and one in October, Oune was appointed
at £240 per annum, and two were appointed
at £200 per anm He would like to krow
how it happeucd that in appoinfing three

nt 111sp<‘ctms at the same time, ~uuh
listinction was made in their ralavies
He was inclined to think, if ¢ qnahﬁcm
tions re considered fairly and hone

¥,
the men vwho
re by far tho Post men Hc

both practical and theoretical,
got £200

b son momor( to }11 \m ov,

now stood at £300, while the

two had only reselved inere 5 of

£30. Since that time another assistant in-
spector had been appointed; hi alq.v was
fixed at £3C0, end he had now besn pro-

moted to inspestor and transferred 1(; an

other disiviet. He did not ho]o a brief fo‘c
any of these inspectors, and his only rensos
for bringing the matter up wax that “he 1i% ul
to sce fair plax. Theyv found the method

followed by the Mines Departinent had bLeon
followed 1in other departments.  Incre
given to the higher-psid officers were
par cent., and In some instances
than +hat, but wkh crensck were
to the lower-paid men, it did not a:
to & per cent.  Those men went i the
department with the idea that they would
very quickly get promotion. It was not the
aspect of the  position, because

monetary
Mr. Wenstanley.]
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some of them werc earning as much money
before they entered the department, so it
was evident that they thought there was an
oppurtunity inside the department for pro-
motion as well as for an increased salary.
As regarded the assistant who had been ap-
pointed at £240, and who was novw getting
£300 a year, he (¥r. Winstanley) had been
informed that things were not in as good
a condition as they ought to be in that par-
ticular district. It might be only a coin-

cidence, but it ~was a fact nonc the less,
that that particular inspector got three

months’ leave of absence and an assistant
inspector was sent to that district who had
had a rather difficult task, and he had not
received the assistance he ought to have
received in trying to get the Mines Regu-
lation Act carried out. Taking everything
into consideration, the fact that thoso assist-
ants had practically a lifelong experience
and had exceptional ability as far s theo-
retical knowledge was concerned—as they
both held the diploma of the Chartars Towers
School of Alines—it did seem strange that
men trained in the Stwte. and having a
thorough knowledge of the conditions of
work in mining distriets, should be passed
over for men who had not had the same
opportunitics and who had not the me
scientific training. There might be a eatis-
factory explanation for all that, and no
one would be better pleased than he if an
explanation could be given. Correspondence
had been asked for iun connection with pro-
motions that had been mmade inother depart.
ments under the control of the Home Office,
FHe was one of those who did not think,
simply because a man had served a certain
number of years in a department, that that
entitled him to preeedence over everyone
else. He was satisfed that there were some
men who gained more practical kuowl
in four or five years than other men cn
in a lifetime, and it had been stated on
more than one occasion that the shicret of
the department was to give an opportunity
fo men who had ability—energetic 1:0n who
had some initiation—an opporfunity of malk-
ing their way, and it had been said that
they should not be kept back by other men
solely on the ground of senioritv in the ser-
vice. It had not been a question of seniority
in the case of the assistant inspectors, and he
certainly thought the Committee were en-
titled to an explanation.

Mr. FORSYTH (Moreton) agre

th the

Wi
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calls all the time, he wonld know all about
it, and would consider that the fact proved
something. If those mines did not p and
vwe had the experience of 600 men who had

been workinz the mines that they
[4.30 p.m.] did not pay—then he would be a
v speculative mau who would
tackle the mines after they had been worked
for twelve months without paving anything

1

at all.  There were compaunies on that
field—

Mr. Mrrran: Hlow many!

Mr. FORSYTH: A good many. There

were 1o less than 150 mines, and those mines
werc not in the hands of privite individuals,
My, Muvrrax: How many are under exemp-
tion”
My, FORSYTH: There could not be very

many under exemption, becausc they em-
ployed 600 men.

My, MvurrpayY: ost of those mines are
worked by syndicates and working miners.

Mr., FORSYTH: And the fact that the
mines had been worked was very creditable
to those men. But there was no information
to show that they made even wages in work-
ing them. There was, however, information
to show that the calls wmounted to £3,602.
On the Cloncu Field there was a large
number of mines which ha«d been worked for
a number for vears. Iluge sums of monsy had
been spent on their development, but there
seas no possible chance of those mines ever
paying unless the people were provided with
the means of bringuyg their produce fo
mmgiketr cheaper than they were able 10 do
at the present time, e knew on~ mine on
which £60,060 or £70,000 had been spent in
develoyment work, and spent in sucli a way
as roceived the comincendation of -experts who
visited the mine. That mine had been
opened up as well as any mine in the Clon-
currr diztrict, and that company would be
the means of emploring bhundreds of men
if they only had the neressary imcavs of
communiraticn in order to convey their pro-
duce to market at payving ratss. The very
best war in which the Government eould
assist mining fields was by giving them rail-
ways, so long as there was a likelibhood of
the railway paying. He did not believe in
the principle of yunning a railway into cvery
mining centre, because it was not every min-
ing ficld that would warrant such a policy.
Theve shold nraspant. af o tho non

ey
excmptions to mining leases on the Ethe-
ridge. If the people wanted to work the
leases they should get them. That was a
perfertly fair proposition, bat unfortunately
there were a great many leases which, cven
if they were surrendered to-morrow, would
not be Taken up, as no ons was speenlative
enough to invest their monev in them. 'The
warden. in his report for last year, speaking
of the ficld- as a whole, said—

‘““ Altogether 150 1nines contributed to the
total gold yirld, a5 against 120 in 1909 ; and,
roughl> speaking, 600 enssged in
goldmining, besidex 284 in mining for other
minerals. No dividends wvere declzred, and
calls made amounted to £32,628.”

Mr. MuLLax: That proves nothing.

Mr. FORSYTH : Probably it did not prove
very much to the hon. member, but if he
was a sharcholder in a company employing
about 600 men, and not a shilling was paid in
dividends by the company, but he was paying

{Mr. Wenstanley.

manency of the and of the railway pay-
ing not only through the traffic received from
mining but, in case of that traffic falling off,
from the traffic which would be created by the
utitisation of the land in the neighbourhood

for agriculturzl or dairring purposes. The
line between Brishane and Gympie 5 pay-

ing £5 16z, 2d. per cent., but that was not
due to the traffic from CGympic alone; it was
duc to development of the timber, agricul-
tural, and dairying industries, as well as to

mining. The traffic from Gympie as far as
mining was concorned had fallen off con-
siderably.

Mr. MovLesHy: There is more trafic from
Gympie now than cver.

3r. FORSYTII:
through Gympie,
itself. i

Mr. MvLoaHy: From Gympie itself.

Mr. FORSYTH: Well, there was a con-
siderable increase in the traffic from the

more traffie
Gympie

There was
but not from
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dairying industry on that railway. Where
the land around a mining centre was no
.good, the Government should be very careful
about constructing a railway to that centre.
The hon. member for Croydon kuew very
well that the Croydon field was not as pros-
perous as it might be, and that there was
no possible means of making the railway
in that district pay except through mining,
because the land in that locality was no
good at all.

Mr. MurPHY: At the time that railway
was built it looked as if Croydon was going
to prosper and expand.

Mr. FORSYTH: That was so; but, in
view of all the circumstances, he thought it
would have been & good thing for the Go-
vernment if they could have got a private
company to construct that railway for the

State.  Ile very much doubted if the line
from Cooktown had been taken right to
the Palmer, if it would have paid. While

he held that the Governmeut should help
the mining industry in every way possible,
he did not think railways should be built
to mining centres, unless there was a fair
prospect of their paying. With regard to
oxemptions, he did not think that people
who held leases without intending to make
any use of them should be shown any con-
sideration, but where aun honest aftempt
had bcen made to develop mining proper-
ties, the lecssees should receive every en-
couragement.  Would any hon. member say
that the Mount Cuthbert Company should
give up their lands, after they had shown
a determination to do their best to develop
the properties and make them pax 7

Mr. MuLiax: We have never objected to
reasonable extensions of cxemptions.

Mr. PORSYTII: There were othsr com-
panies  which had done a considerable
amount of work in developing their mines,
and which were endeavouring to raise more
capital in order to do more work, in the
hope that their further enterprise would
prove successful; and they were entitled to
every consideration. Ile held that the war-
den and the Under Secretary and the Min-
ister should talke all the cireunistances into
consideration, and endeavour to uscertain
whether men who wanted oxemptions or
extensions” of leases were really bona fide
in their efforts to raise money to carry on
the work of the mines. Where it was evi-
dent “that there was a bond fide attempt
made to continue work, then the department
would not be justified in tal their leases
from them; nor would it be justified in for-
feiting the leases of a company which had
to suspend work because the price of copper
had fallen so -low that it would not pay
them to continue operations. The pros-
perity of mining would not be promoted
by forfeiting leases. He knew of plenty of
leases on which thousands and thousands of
pounds had been spent, and then they had
been cancelled, and no one had sinee taken
them up, and they were not likely to be
taken up unless they were provided with
the means of communication which would
enable them to be worked at a profit. If
the Government wanted to help the mining
industry, they should run railways to mining
centres on the guarantee principle. The
Cloncurry Company to which he had re-
ferred had spent £60,000 or £70,000 on their
property, and were now spending £25,000
or £30,000 more in order to prove their
properties, and they wanted the Govern.
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ment to help them and assist them out of
their trouble. There were a lot of free-
holds there, which of course were exempt
from labour conditions. Although there
were a number of miners there not working,
still, if railway communication were given

to that district ther would start work.
The bell indicated that the hon. member’s
time had expired.

Mr, FORSYTH: IIc would vake another
five minutes. He knew all about that
country, and if a railway went down the
Leichhardt—whether it went to Normanton
or Burketown did not matter—but if a rail-
way were built down the Leichhardt it would
not be lcug before there would be 2,000 or
3,000 men working therc. (Hear, hear!)
They should do a great deal to assist the
mining industry there, and by building a
railway they would not only assist the mining
but the pastoral industry as well. The Go-
vernment had promised to open a port some-
where in the Gulf, and he did not want to
see them build a line that would not pay.
But to make a line pay they must take in

the two industries—mining and pastoral.
e b
There were a large number of shows’

along that route which would be opened up
by a railway. They kuew that hundreds of
men had been working on these * shows,”
getting out the rich ores, which returned from
25 to 80 and up to 40 per cent. of copper.
Now that all the rich grades had been worked
out they were zetting on the lower zrades,
and they wanted a raillway to convey the
product to the smelters. [le knew of no
distriet that required stance more than
the Northern mining ts, and the one
he referred to in particuls Tu spite of the
fact that the output of gold was decreasing
—1it was steadily decreas all the time—it

a pleasing featurc to krow that the baser

meials were showing an increase; and, al-
though there was a big decline in the pro-
duction of gold, the baser metals showed such
an increase that the mines turned out a value
of £3.700,000 for the year. hat was a hig
lot of mouey for an indust {o earn, and
they should help it on sound lines, and it
would be a further benefit to Queensland.
Queensland ¥ a wonderful country, con-
taining, as it did, every kind of mineral,
large timber aveas, and good pastoral
country, and they should ax to develop 1t
all they could. Thinas wore looking better
at Charters Towers, and they expected to
hear good things from theve later on. It was
pleasing to know that coal and the baser
mitals increased by £50,000 last year. If the
Government wanted to help the mining in-
dustry. they should do it by building a rail-
way down the Leichhardt: that would be
the best means of doing it.

Mr. LENNON (Herbert): Tle had a few
words to say about distriets that had been
neglected, taking his cue from the hon. mem-
ber who had just sat down. IIe had nothing
to say against assistance being given to the
rict quoted by the hon. member, but he
wished some assistance to be given to the
Kangaroo Hills distriet, which was situated
about 25 to 30 miles south-west of Ingham,
in North Queensland. That was a district
that was worked chiefly by men getting tin.
They hoped to discover a large lode there,
but so far nothing permanent had presented
itself to them, although they had a number
of small lodes working successfully. That
district had received no assistancs whatever

Mr. Lennon.]
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_from this or any othcr Governmwent, and vet
it had added to the revenue of the State to

the extent of £300,C00. It not only contained
tin, but the wollram prospects were also
good. The Governmens had been app:oached

wed with the
introducing portakble batteries into
these distrists. They were not costly, being
only somewhere about £500 or £i00 each,
and if they made experiments with three or
four portable batterics, it would cost only
£2,000, and he honestly believed that they
would do good for Queens.and, They might
experiment with one in the Kangaroo Hills
district, so that when the stream tin worked
out the men would have somsihing more
permanent to turn their attention to. He
had waited on the Minister with depuiations
and mentioned in the House the necessity
for establishing a portable battery ai Kan
garoo Hills, and he again urged on the
Government to follow the good example of
Western Australia and try the experiment
the}'e, and it would bhe sure to bear good
fruit for Quecnsland. )

over and over again and impr
need for

* My, NEVITY (Curpenturia: e had a fow
words to say on the gencral administration
of the Mines Department, but owing to the
Standing Orders he would be unable to do
so. In reply to the hon. member who ad.
vocated the building of a railway down the
Leichhardt, he advocated just the reverse
becanse he thought the railvay should 2o ur;
the Leichhardt, as it would mean a consider-
abls difference to that country and to the
people it was going to benefit. . With regard
to the commission which was appointed to
mquire into the heslth condiiions in Queens-
iund mines, he congratulated the (Government
on ths perconnel of that commission, The
Health Officer, De. Elkington :
neecessary appointment on account §
nical knowledge he pessessed from a medical
standpoint. The Chicf Inspector of Mines,
Ar. Jackson, also possessed a good deal of
technijcal knowledwe that was requisite in
that dircetion. Then the chairman of the
commission, the hon. member for Croydon,

displayed a good deal of judicial knowledge
in_his managewment of that particular com-
russion.  With the material at hand and the
time at their disposal, they were to be
congratulated on the report which they pre-
sented to the House. Ie was extromely
sorry that the report was not as valuable
as 1t might have been. That was not the
fault of the comwmission.  In many instances
it wes the fault of the records that ther had
to go through in order to get their informa-
tion together. Then. again, it was the fault
of the pcople most interested in the industry
who did not resnond to the inauiries of the
commission.  (ITear. hear!) Tor instance,
take the number of forms that werc sent
out by the commiszicn, They found that
cight mines inepectors raceived forms and
returned them all, after flling them in. Ont
of 572 forms sent to mine managers only
ninety responded, showine that the mins
manacars of Oueensland did not realise the
seviousness of this trouble. The same thing
applied to others hesvides mine managers.
Out of 217 forms sent to managers of mills
and smelting works, oniy tweniy-seven were
returned. The forms sont to socretaries of
unions showed that five out of every seven
forms issned were retrned. That was a very
fair percentage. but when thev came to the
miners themselves, in whose interests the
commission was appointed, they found that

[Mr. Lennon.
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out of 14,000 forms sent out only 1,860 wore
returned filled in, or about one in every
cight, here were 144 forms sent to medical.

practitioners, and twenty-two returned;
forty-two to hospital medical officers, and
sixteen returned; and twenty to life and

accident insurance companies and eleven re-
turned, Ile sincerely hoped the Government,
with the aid of the Commissioner of Public
Iealth, would devise some means whereby
hospitals would be compelied to keep a
hetter record than they were keeping to-
day. He knew that in every hospital they
were supposed to keep a detailed account
of every patient, but in many instances the
details were not kept as they should be, If
they had been cerried out as they ought to
have been, the details would have been at
the disposal of the commission, who would
have reerived a goond deal more information
than they had done. The bulk of the ovi-
dence showed that dust the mechanical
agent and the primary cause of the phthiss
and pulmonary diseases from which the
miners suffered, The ¢ thing applied to
the findings of the ecomynission in Western
Australia, Sonth  Africa, and in the com-
nission in England which inquired into the

conditions of the Cornish mines. They all
came to the same conclusion—that the cause
of the miners illness was working in the

drs atmosphera heavily chavred with doustf.

« would shiow 'ater on that the comunission
ed that the mincrs were working in
saturated atmospheres where the fempera-
turs showed 160 per eant. of moisture.
It was shown that, while In a saturated
atmesphere ©f 85 degross It was imoasin'e
for men to work., vet ther had places in

OQueernsland  wherve the mer were worki
in a saturated atmiosphere which showed 100
Fahvemheit, It was wuot osly im-

ible for men fo do a recasonable day’s
under these conditions, hur v was 1i-
jurious to thsir health, and that showed the
necessity for a better system of ventilation
than existed at the present time. Eighy-one
records were taken of temperatures showing

30 per cent. of humidity, and seventeen
showed 100 per cent. of humidity. That
wieant a saturated atmicsphere, Tt m:

wet and dry bulb were the same. but no man
could rectain his health under conditions of
that kind, Twolve rcords were

[5 p.m.] tuken where the mining tempera-
tures were 80 degrees, whilst one

rock temperature in Chariers Towems was
shown to go as hipzh as 109 degrecs. It did
rot follow from that that the temperature
of the mins throughout was 109 dearees, be-
cause in some of the mines on Charters Towers
there was a very fair system of ventilation,
with the result that the dry atmosphere pass-
ing through reduced the rock temperatures,
and also the temperatures in which a number
of men had to work, This showed that there
was far greater supervision needed, and he
hoped the Minister would be able to invest
his inspectors with greater powers than they
had to-day. The department should set up a
standard whereby no man should be called
upon to work under these conditions more
than a certain length of time. If the tempera-
ture was over 85 degrees wet bulb, a miner
hould not be called upon to work more than
Tt was not

five or six hours in these places.
ir. the intorests of the inineowner to allow
men to work under these conditions, as it
was impossible for them to do a reasouable
day’s work. The commission also pointed
out that bath and change houses were not
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as they should be, whilst in some cases the
corditions were all that could be desived;
in the large majority of cases there were no
change- houses at all, whilst others were de-
feetive.  The inspectors should be empowered
to insist on the mincowners providing the
necessary change-houses for miners, with
bathrooms attached, Then the commission
found out the defective sanitary conditions
which existed in a number of the mines. He
was surprised to find that not one of our coal-
mines was provided with sanitary arrvange-
ments undm"round and it was remarkable
that the health of the coalminers had becn as
good as it had been, During the recess the
hon. member for Charters Towers and himself
went to Broken Hill and visited the Broken
Hill North, one of the deepest mines there.
There was a pan system in force there with
a spring lid attached, and wh=n the lid was
n it was airt 1d there was no foul
aiv. Th(—‘ atmosphere was as good there as i
was in the working part of the mine. The
commission recommmended that sanitary ar-
rangements should be provided in metalliferous
mines at every 100-feot level.

The SEoRETARY TOR MINES:
passed last session provide
have been carried into effect.

Mr. NTVITT was very pleased to hear
that. The commizsion also pointed out that
a good denl of the trouble whick miners wore
suffering from was caused by dust. Re-
spirators should be provided and miners
educated up to the value of them. They
would not nse them, becsuse they did not
know the value of them. There should ko
sanitary educa‘ion in our State schocls, so
that those who entered into the mining in-
dustry would ‘;now H]e value of the d\‘ne,s
provided. Tha cox ion also p
that in some OL ﬂk mings snravi
vided fo kee en down the dust, but th
were not made as much use of #5 they
e, In ths case of the Mowmt Morgan DMine,
the eontract svstem proevailed to a consider-
able extent—in fact, be belicved all the
miners underground were working by con-
tract. The miners thought that if they used
it would take up too much ‘of
their time and that thev wonld not be able
to shift the amount of stuff they wished.
They should be cducated to realise that if
they kept down the dust they would have
bettor health and be able to continue ot
their employment for a longer neriod than
they would under existing conditions. Ile
was struck by a paragraph in ‘the report
of the redical officer. in which it was stafcl
that one of the predisposing cavses of sick-
ness amongst miners was their tendency to
take too much aleohol. That was another
question of education. The medical officer
was » man of considerable experience, and
CO‘lId speak with great decl of aunthority
on these questions.

The bell indicated that the hon. member’s
time ]md expired.

Mr. NEVITT: He would take his further
time. ,hr\v also pointed out the careless
habits that cxisted amongst miners. With
regard to spitting, the medical officer had
placards in a number of public places and
railway stations—‘ Gentlemen will not spit;
others must not spit.”” If that was carried
out by every member of the community, it
would materially help to put down the
trouble caused by phthisis. (Hear, hear!)

An HonoursBLE MEMBER: What will they
do in the dust?

1911—4 x

Our regulations
that, and they
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AMr. NEVITT: If facilities were provided
to keep down the dust, the same desire to
expectorate would not anse Then, on page
64, the commissionesrs said—

“ Ve are aware that persons affected with
pulmonary tuberculosis are working in Queens-
land mines, and, whilst we censider that in
any given cose of tubercular or other infective

:r diszease cocurring in a miner the exciting

: s probzbly been some human source
{ ‘eetion syuntered in his environment
above ground, we ward the risk of below-

infection 3
certain conditions.
The trouble would be minimised if the habit
of spitting was not indulged in. It applied
above glOJ.’ld as well as under ground ; but
far more to underground, because the facilities
for the growth of bacteria were more numer-
ous than above ground. Above ground we
had one of tne b( «t puriliers in the sun.
Any Lasteria which was exposed to the rays
of the sun for a time were destroyed, but
the :noi perature underground was a
breeding p]we for them. He had already
mentionod the Lospitel returns, which were
not as valuable »s ther would be if a little
more care was exercised by those in charge

ground

under

real and definite one

Ing

of hospitals in keeping their returns in a
proper manner.
Mr. O’Svitivax: There were regulations

providing for proper returns issued four or
five years ago.

Mr. NEVITT: That had not been done,
and he hoped the medical officer would pro-
vide sheets for those in charge of hospitals
to keep. It weld be for the welfare of the
communtty.  With regard to medieal exam-
ination, the resnit was very disappointing.
in the first place, it was not C)'upulsory,
aud therefore very few offered themselves
for examination, as they had an impression
that if thes were suﬁcrm(“ from lung troubies
they would be ordered away from the mmea,
and no provision would be made to enable

them o keep themselves and their families.
But tkhat was no fault of the commission;
they had done excellent work with the

material at hand. Of the few examined
amongst machine miners 7.4 were suffering
from fibrosis, and tuberculesis existed
amongst machine miners tc the cxtent of
3.5 per cent., showing that, although there
was a very htmtod numbcr of men exam-
inad, the dissasa existed, and, as the medical
officer pointed out, it was the sourcc of
scricus danger.

The bell indicated that the hon.
further time had expired.

Mr. NEVITT (continuing): This serious
danger should be grappled with at the car-
liest opportunity. Miners worked in o moist
and humid atmosphere, where the conditions
were considered good, as far as mining went,
with a percentage of only 75 per cent. with
a dry bulb, and 60 to 65 per cent. with a wet
bulb, and the tendency in connection with
men working underground under these con-
ditions was to undelmlne their constitution
to such an extent that when the bacilli of
phthisis was about it ‘was a fertile ground
in which it might propagate itself. The
average individual above ground might take
the bacteria of tuberculosis a thousand times
a week, but the constitution was so robust
that the disease was thrown off. He hoped
the Minister and the department would act
upon this report where possible, as there
were many valuable suggestions which could
be carried into execution at once. The
medical officer also stated that phthisis was

Mr. Nevitt.]

member’s
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on the increase in Queensland, particularly — —wlhich was now ¢ oferred to as miners

amongst miners.  They found that in the
older countries of ihe world, where they
were taking more serions ncotice of this
trouble, t Imt the reve was the case. In
Great Britain tuberculosis of a1l kinds had
decreased during the last ten years by 18

per ceitb., in Ircland and Scotland by 24 per
cent., in Germany by 18 per cent.. in Londoa
by 30 per cent., Berlin by 34 per cent., and
in Paris by 3 per cent. Daring the last
fifty vears it had decreased by over 50 per
cent. with pcople under the age of twenty-
five years. That showed the Further necs

sity of the Government giving the medical
ofticers of Queensland overy assistance, both

financial and otherwise, so that they could
bring Queensland up to the perfection of
the older countries of the world in that 1

spect.

Mr. Laxp: Wo are importing them to
Quecensland.

Mr. NEVITT: That was avotoer aspect
of the question which he did notr feel -

o!ined to enter upon at that time. The
doctor also sta[od that in the Louw.,umt\ in
general and In mining cont in p :1‘Urulm,
uluthllal action should bo waken at ones ov
the rise would continue, and that there was
considerable risk that 1t would become a
serious feature in

the large iaining cowm-
munities.  The doctor {u ;v recommended
that bath-houses and change-houses should

be provided in ali mincs,
ar;angoments. It did

and also sanitary
not matter whether

they were coalinines or metalliizrous mines.

At” pre‘ wont no sanitary arrangoments were

provided in the coalmines in Cusensland.
The SeEcreTARY TOR Mives: That is all

arranged for in the regulations.
My, NWEVITT: There was another very

wood sugeestion made by the commission—

“ Fxeremental pollution of any part of mine,
and swanton fouling oL' privy, siould be made
a puanishable offence.’

The bell indicated that the hon. member’s
thivd 'mofmc'u of time had cxpired.

Mr. TIIKODORE (Woothakata):
pression h\ had received ivading the
report of the L\ilnels Phthisis (omnn ision
was that the commission had not given due
importance to the question which they were
investigating. Their investigations were,
unfortunately, wore or less superficial as
the titie ab their pozal was very Tmited.

The SreRETARY FOR MINES: They had the
whole of the recexs, remember; they could
not sit at any other time.

Mx'. THEODORE. The data at their dis-
posal was very limsited. It would hmc been
of very great assistance to them if they had
received more returns from the hospm
friendly socicties, and miners’ asmcxcbtlon,,
It was essential that, before they conld form
any idea of the prevalence of miners’ com-
plaint« in Queensland, they.should have had
the data which could have been sapplied, if
sufficicnt notice had been given, by friendly
societies, miners’ associations, and hospltals
It was unfortunate that that data and in-
formation was not made available to the
commission, because their own experiments
and observations had to be carried out
within a very limited time, and under cer-
fain disabilities, and it would be unrcason-
able to expect the commission to carry out
compmheml\e investigations into the ques-
tion of mine atmospheres and gases, and
make a thorough report and recommenda-
tion upon the subject. Whether the disease

[Mr. Nevitt.

The im-

phthisis——w Qiether it was communicable from
one porson to another was almost beside the
That it did cxist to an (L](hlllll]f"
miners was admitted by all

the commission led one to
that they wore of the Uplmol that
mine complaint existed only in the
imagination of the miners, and that the dis-
eases which miners suffered from were the
usual dizeases that affected all clamios of all
communit tie held the opposite opinion.
Ho did nei know whether it was a separate
ii unconnected  with  other di

question.
extent

among
vt of

oo

ich affecind the general community, bue
he ceitainly did know, and it was the
opinion of mort yuiners, that there wes a
Aeeasn aficeling  miners  nore i it
affectod the gencral members of the com-
5 'Unity‘ end more than it affected moen fol-

upations other than metalliferous
e was inclined to think that the
jon’s findings and conclaulm"’ re-
ng the percoatage of miners affecied by
1 tended to under-estimate  its
w, Theye w far greater nu: v
ery affected bv some form or otl of
phthisisz or other dis , which was gener-
2ly referred to as miners’ complaint, and
the conclusions arrived at by Dr. Cumpst ton,
of Western Australian Royal Commission,
also weunt on those lines. Dr. Cumips
overed that among the machine men a
halgomhe, in Western Australia, there was a
contage of thirtv-thiee suffering from that
izease.  That wes an a!avmmglv high per-
contage, and it csuld bo horne out by facts.

ton

He did net say thet the same percent-
centage :\x ted in Queecnsiand.  In the
imz conties of Western Australia

foihin men ve using machines

or working behind thew, and they were

country  which ren
suscentible to Hmf

& large number of

work ing soft  rock

from 1w}l noi 80
1

d ;
thoe
coun

\I( h

was probabl 1"
lesn, but rot se small as the percentaze given

from ’rh@ C’Liseaso in Quoom]and
T

in iho “onor( of the commission. The com-
sion hed made envtaln Y‘('r)mmond, Lions,
n:\l ho wished to know whether the Govern-
intended to carry out those recom-
mendations.

The Srrrerany ros MinEs: I have already
stated that the Governwment intend to do so.

K THESDORT thought the Government
make some more definite announce-

ment

should
ment.
The SEC2ETARY  FOR i What
definite an nent ean I make?
EODORE wanted to know whether
ment were going to carry out the
ndations for addifional regulations.

more

neey

ETARY 7OR Mixes: DMost of them
ovisdiad for in the Act.
TIIRODORE: If that was all the

Government intended to do, then the werk
of the commission went for nought.

Tho» SECRETARY FOR MINES: We are having
the nccessary alterations made and the re-
gulations drawn up.

Mr, THEODORE: They required not
only to draw up regulations, but to strictly
enforce the regulations when they were
drawn up. Under the present rogulatlons,
when an attempt was made by the mines
inspectors to rigorously apply or compel the
mine manager to apply them, they were
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goenerally combated with the siatement that
to apply certain regulations Involved an
cnornous amount of expense.

The SECrETARY TOR MINgs: Will the hon.
momber state one specific case in which the
Mines Dcpartment has not 04111 d out the
regulations? If {hs hon, member states any
case he kno o/, I will sec that the re-
gulations are carried ont. I do not like the
hon. member to indulge in generalities.

My, THRECODORE: Unfortunately, in a
guestion of that sort, onc was wmore or less
compelled to indulge in gensralities.

The BLORETALY FOR MiINes: What is the
guod of that?

My, THEODCRE did not wizh to make
any charge against the inspectors or against
the department, por against the mine mana-
¢ se often  they had very good

s why cortain  drastic regulations
Uhm 1 not be zmphed

The Secks STARY FOR MMines: I aceept no
0"{311‘“. if regzulations are net
i out, sud I can 0”11\ get particulars,

I \hH take aw
Sir. THRODOE (F By way of interjection,
the Minister told the hon. member for Car.
pentaria, in connection with sprays, that he
had erranged for that matter.
; The SecrRrTARY FORr MINFS: It is arranged
or.

M. TIVLOJ)O?

almost impo

In some mines it was
sible to carry out that reguls-

tion.  Fle alluded the question of wpray-
ing in 5 where dry holes were beir
bored, particularly by rock drill Cne

the most important recommendations of
commission: wasz upon that question.
gsomie mines a3 at present worksd, it was
alm%t impossi to install a system for the

r took the
vworking at

If the Minists
steps to prevent men
without the usn of a
vood.  The most Import
could do was to frame regul
the winers \,(,\’ﬂd ’ﬂ.o wa‘..n]\d
’,)' “«*d not on v, but,

weh as driving w 1th rocl; drills or in rising,
co‘nml thent fo use a jet, which was mueh
mere importaut than a spray. A spray could

'

cnly allaying dust created by
driliix more or less ineffective.
In bo holes that had an inclination up-
wards miners should be compelled to

wsa a jot, which would eject a stream of
water to the top of the hole where the drill
was working, and thus prey; ent dust arising.
That was a most important pree auhon Ty
measure that could be adopted In con-
nection with boring. The commission laid
great stress upon the danger of dust which
was stirred up in working operations, and
they suggested cortain methods for allaying
the dwst.  In Broken Hill, after very ex-
tonded inguiries upon the subjeet, the
authorivics had cowe to the conclusion that
the bost m icthod of alla the dust was by
the use of jots. That would facilitat= boring
operstions, but it also necessitated the h\'
ing on of pipes for the purpose of getting a
pressure, becauxe they could not have a Tet
suffi-lently strong to carvy out that idea
unless thev also provided for a considerable
hydranlic pressure. A number of mines,
particularly those wmkmg on a small scale,
would find it very expensive to install such
a svstem, but the expense would be justified.

The SEcRETARY FOR Mixes: They will have
to do so under the regulations.

Mr. THEODORE hoped the Minister would
keep up to his promises. He recognised

[11 OcrosuR.]
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that the regulations might be applied or they
might not e applied.  He hoped the Min-
ister would see that the miners were com-
pelled to use the jets. The commission refer-
red to the evident reluctance vpon the part
of the miners to use precautionary measures.
Why not compel the miners to use them?
e had worked as a miner, and he knew
that, for & contract miner, it often mili-
tated against the making of good wages
when thov were compelled to use such thlnws
as jets, sprays, and respirators, and there
was no \)artlcmal inducement to use them
unless the miners were made to realise the
danger to health. The Minisier would be
jus 'imod in taking very drastic action to com-
pel the adoption of measures to protest the
health of miners. While on the question of
respirators, he would suggest that the RMinis-
ter misht do more than the commissicn re-
commendesd. There was not a respirator on the
market that was worth the money it cost or the
trouble 1f owscasioned, and mmost
{5.830 p.m.] miners would not be bothered
with them, becsuse they prevented
free breathing and did nst accomplish the
objoct which they were invented to accom-
plish.  The department might with advan-
tage &pnnd a sum of money in making ex-
noumant‘ with respirators, with the view of
dissovoring which would answer the
purpose requirved. On the question as to
what we were going to do with miners swho
were affected with * dizease, the DIHHS&GI
had told the Committee nothmu
The SgrpuriRy For MiNzs: Oh, ves; I said
zre ot the present time arranging for a
#ite in tue Central distriet for the establish-
ment of a new sanatorium, as suggested by
the commission.

OECDORE: That was a very good
‘o du, but the Government should go

tolish o number of
nt parts of Que "nahn
not : commg‘ from the North to
the Som“l to get into the Dalby i‘;»m torium,
and then find that there was not safciont
aceanmodetion for them,

Tle bell indicated that the hon.
time had expired.

Mrp, TIIKODORE: He would continue.
If a sanstorium was established in North
Queensland it would absorb a number of
men who werc suffering from the disease, and
thus relieve the pressure on the Dalby Sana-
torium. In order to make adequate provi-
sion in that respect, we necded a number of
sanatoria, hecause there were a large number
of men who were affected with the discase.
He was surprisnd that the commission had
discovered so few.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I am sorry the
hon. member did net notify those cases to
the commission,

My, THECDORE: No; he thought the
commission was appointed to inquire into the
matter, and find out to what extent the dis-
case cxisted among miners. It was to be
deprecated  that the miners did not come
forward more freely and give evidence on
the subject, but no doubt many were pre-
vented from doing so by fear of vietimisa-
tion.  The commission held their inquiries
in some cases in the mines office, and mincrs
were reluctant to go there and give evidence.

The SecrReETaRY FOR MINES: I think the
personality of the chairman of the commis-
sion should have been a sufficient assurance
that they were quite safe.

Mr. Theodore.]

and sana-

and

€3y

menmher’s
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Mr. THEODORE : It was very difficult to
dispel the fear that they might suffer if
they gave evidence which was unfavourable
to the mine in_which they werc employed,
and there was also the personal fear of being
told that they were suffering from a malig-
nant dizease. But apart from the cstablish-
ment of sanatoria, the Govermment should
do something for men who were suffering
from the disease in its early slage, and who
might in conseyuence be excluded from un-
derground mining, and so lose their means
of livelihood. He hoped that the Minister
intended to take some steps to discover the
men who were suffering from diseases which
were likely to be communicated to other
men. The miners who gave evidence before
the commission were practically unanimous
in the opinion that men suffering from a
communicable discaze should be excluded
from underground work. Those men would
not be suitable subjects for treatment in
the sanatorium, but still they would be ex-
cluded from employment in underground
mining, and that would be a hardship.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: As a matler of
fact, those are the men who are in the first
case suitable for treatment in the sana-
torium, as they are the very cases which
may be cured.

Mr. THEODORE: He was glad to hear
the Minister say that, but his personal know-
ledge of the ‘cases which were treated at
Dalby led him to the conclusion that that
institution was for men who were in an
advanced stage of the disease.

. The SeCRETARY FOR MINES: No; we treat
incurables at the Diamantina institution, but
at Dalby we treat cases that may be cured.

Mr. THEODORE: He was pleasod to hear
that, but thought it was a pity the fact was
not more generally known. If it were gene-
rally known, the Dalby Sanatorium wouid
not provide sufficient accommodation for the
cases which might be offered for treatment.
But miners who had large families objected
to go to a sanatorlum, and be under treat-
ment, perhaps, for six months, as that pre-
vented them from supporting their wives and
families,

The SrECRETARY FOR Mixes: In all those
cases the wife gets an allowance for her
children, and where necessary she gets full
rations for herself and her children.

Mr, THEODORE: That was a very good
scheme, and the only objection he had in
regard to it was that it was not more gene-
rally applied, because he knew that every
member representing a mining district couid
nominate a numbsr of men who were suifer-
ing from the discase in its earlicr or later
stages, and who were not receivins any
treatment. Anyhow, it was only a half mea-
sure after all, because #t was pretty well
understood that the sanatorium at Dalby
could not turn thein out absolutely cured.

The SuEcrETARY FOR Mixes: Oh, yes.

Mr. THEODORE: Then it must be alter
a long courze of treatment.

The BECRETARY Por MINES: Sometimss
long and sometimes short.

Mr, THEODORE: At any rate, a pcrson

who has apparently recovered weas move sus-
certibla to the disease then a vigorous, ab'e
bodied man, and, therefore, it was urdesir-
able that he should follow an underground

[Mr. Theodore.
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occupation. The Government should assist
such men by putting them on the land or
finding them some other occupation which
wou.d be free from the dust and in a pure
stmesphere Fersonally, he thought the
Minister v too sangulne about the treat-
mont of these cases, and would not Le sur-
prised to learn that there were 1,000 or more
miners in {Quecensiand suffering  from  the
discase, or some form cof tubercular diseasc.
The SecrETARY FOR MINES: I hope not.

My, THEODORRE: Judging from the num-

ber that one met with In a cesual way, there
must be a large number suffering fremn the
diseass There was another way in which
the Government might assist the miners, and
that was by estrablishing some system of in-
surance, somewhat on  the lines of  the
mivers’ relicf fund In Now SBouth Wales,
under which the employers made a certain
contribution to the fund, which was sub-
idised by the State.
MAUGUHAN  (Zpewieh): In Iooking
over the vote {or this department, one of
the mest important departiments in the State,
he found that the amcunt to be appropriated
for the expenditure for the year wau 247,000
Out of a total revenue expenditure of
£5,314,737 for all the State departments, there
was only £47,126 set apart for the Mines De-
pertment. Ten years ago the expenditure of
the department was £38,000—he was giving
the round ficures; the following year it was
£25.000, the next vear £24,000, the next year
£25.00, and sn on, until now it had only
reached £47.600. While hie had no desive to
harass or criticise the Minister unduly, yet
he folt bound to sar thas the Department of
Mines demanded more atirntion at the hands
of the Government than it had received in
the b As a mining membsr representing
the bizgest coalfield in Queensland, he wanted
to help the RXinister to zet me»s considera-
tion in the future from the Government in
connection with the expenditure of his de-
partment. The exvenditure of other depart-
ments had inerrased considerably, while that
of the Mines Department had been practivally
standing still for some years. Ide mnoticed
that the heading to the vote they were now
considering was referred to as ¢ Goldfields.”
The legislation which dealt with mining was
passed for the regulation of mining on coal-
ficlds as well as goldfields, and he hoped that
in future the Minister would see that the
officials of the depaitment included in that
heading the word ‘¢ Coalficlds.”

The SeerETARY FOr MINEs: It really should
bo  “(Goldfields, Coalfields, and Mineral
Fields.” I will see that that is done.

Mr. MAUGHANXN : His reason for urging
this matter was that the coalmining industry
was gradually assuming much larger propor-
tions than it did a few vears ago. In 1900 the
quantity of coal produced in Queensland
amounted to 497,123 tons. Five years later
it incrveased to 529,326 tons, and last yecar
we had a resord output, the yield being
871.176 tons. Out of this tonnage, the Ips-
wich and Darling Downs collicries produced
728.012 tons, Wide Bay and Maryborough
92,055 tons, Rockhampton 14.382 tons, and
Clerinont 34,707 tons; total, 871,176 tons. He
took this opportunity of congratulating the
Minister aund officers of the department upon
their adminisiration, so far as his district
was concerned.  He could assuve the Min-
ister that if he had any particular complaint
that he would bring it forward in the Com-

Lir.
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mittee. Ile admitted, however, that he had
no serious complaint in regard to the ad-
ministration of the departmont. The laspee-
tion in cennection with coalmines had
materially improved during the last few
years, It was a duty he owed to lhe men
who worked in that industry to sar so. If

it were not so he would mighty scon let the
Minister know his opinion about it. That
applied nct oaly to the question of ventile-
tion—and he admitted there was room for
improvement in that matter, and he hoped
s a reanlt of the rogulations in connestion
with the A¢t passed last vear that they
would sez a great deal of Impiovemoent in
regard to this important matter—hut as ve-
gards the condition of winding-gear and.min-
ing machinery generally, there had been a
decided improvement. The colliery pro-
prietors realised more than they used to do
the importance of making every provi-
sion for the safety of human Ilife, and
he would like to pay a tribute to the
Hon. the Minister 1n  connection with
circumstances thut took place the other day.
At a cerfain colliery the murager was told
that he carried too many men in the cage.
The union promptly notified him (Mr.
Maughan), and steps were at once faken to
inforview the Minister. To the eredit of
the Minister, he went at oncs to Ipswich and
inspected the thing himsel ith the result
that he gave his decision inst the man-
agement. It should not roguive the Min-
ister to do such a thing. secing that in-
spesting officers were appointed and paid
by the House to do that sort of thing. They
were given power to put into execution the
regulations. It only went to show that if
they had not had a man at the head of the
department who was sympathetic with the
administration of the Act, loss of life might
have happencd, and they had lost enough
lives in the coalmines of Queensland in the
last twenty yecars without losing any more.
(Hear, hear!) He referred to the import-
ance of appointing as assistant inspectors
practical coalminers. He was not saying
anything about the men who had graduated
through the various schools of mines and uni-
versities, but practical men who had gradu-
ated in the school and university of expe-
rience, provided all other things were equal,
were quite capable of doing the duties of in-
spectors, and 1t was men of that calibre who
should be appointed as assistant inspectors.
That was a matter that was felt very keenly
in his district. There was a feeling that in
future appointments the department should
take into serious consideration the matter
of appeinting thoroughly practical miners
to act as assistant inspectors, and he hoped
that as far as possible that would be done.
He wished to place on record the apprecia-
tion of the coalminers of his district of the
work done by Mr. Thomas, who had been an
assistant inspector of coalmines in that dis-
trict. He could tell the Minister that he
was sorry that Mr. Thomas had left the Ips-
wich district. Mr. Thomas had been trans-
lated to the North, and, of course, he had
improved his position and it meant promo-
tion for him.

The SECrRETARY FOR MiNEs: That is so.

Mr. MAUGHAN: At any rate, the hun-
dreds of men engaged in the industry in his
district had every confidence in Mr. Thomas,
and regretted very much that he had gone.
Although he believed that man they had
got in his place was a good man—-

{11 OcroBER.]

Suppry. 1477

The SECRETARY FOoR Mines: He is a good

man. 1le is specially qualified in coalmin-
ing.
¥r. MAUGHAN: e undecrstood that he

came from New South Wales, Ide was not
parochial in thesc matters, but at the same
time he could not help thinking that they
had men in Quceasland who had experience
in coalmines—who had passad through the
underground grades up to mine manager,
vho were quite as capable as Mr. Laurie.

The SECRETARY Fo: Mines: le has special
qualifications in connection with firedamp,
which unfortunately has made its appear-
anca i West Moreton Coalmines,

Mr. MAUGHAN: He was not depreciating
the value of Mr. Laurie’s qualifications; far
from that, as he believed he was eminently
fitted to occupy the position he held. But,
all things being equal, they should see that
soms encouragement was given to the men
who had borne the brunt of the day in
Queensland, and men who had the confidence
¢ their fellow-miners, to stcure a posiiion
of that sort.

Mr. MurpHY: The Act provides that the
inspector of mines shall hold a mine mana-
ger's certificate.

AMr, MAUGIIAN: That was so; but, all

things being cqual, if the Queensiander “had

the qualifications he should be given a chance.
OpposimioNn MEeuBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. MATUGHAN: There was ample room
for improvement in regard to the develop-
ment of the coal industry. On page 119 of
the report of the Chief Ingpector of ‘BIIHCS,
who had his position changed to that of
State Mining Yngineer, they found this
paragraph—

“Ipn the Southern division some prospecting
was done in the Warwick district, and a new
mine, called the Sunrise Colliery, has been
cpencd in the Toowwomba district, but opera-
tions there are «till only in the prospecting
stage. 1In the Ipswich district some prospect-
ing work has been done on several properties,
and a few new mines have been opened. In
the Wide Bay diutrict some work was also done
at Howard and Torbanlea, in connection with
which some investigations were made by the
Geological Survey. In the Central division
prospecting work has been continved by the
Charley Coal Syundicale at Tryphenia, and
at the Dawson River by the Government. In
the Chillagoe district a little prospecting work
was also done.”

They were not providing the department
with sufficient money un:ier that particular
head. More nioney should be placed in the
hands of the Minister and the department
for development work in connection with the
coal industry, just as was done in conncction
with other industries. Why should the coal
industry be kept back as practically the
Cinderella of all the industries of Queens-
land? He objected to that. Other hon.
members who were interested in the pro-
gress of the coalmining industry would not
object to it receiving more assistance. When
they had regard to the fact that they weve
importing a tremendous lot of coal into
Queensland—they would see on page 119 of
the Chief Inspector’s report that they had
imported 433,563 tons of coal in the last ten
voars—they should do far more to develop
the industry in Queensland. He noticed
the Minister for Raliways was interested.

The SECRETARY TOR RAILwats : I would like
to carry more of it on the railways.

Mr. Maughan.)
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Mr. MATUGIAN: From the point of view
of 1e\c3ue. the development of the coal
ind was a fromsndous ctox In th
and  Bundarla miviets  alone

VIS COHOCLOd by the \Im‘t

r‘60 000
Ral]\\ avs for fr

big item. e 11& wof the fig

othe1 coal districts, but £135,524
in railway flmg‘xts on coal in the State,

The kell indicated thst the hon.
time had expired.

Mr. MATUGHAN (continuingj: It was
big  revenuc-pr oducing  Itcior. Anether
rhmﬂ in that connection was the coke indus-
try, “and hLis remarks on the development of
the coal industrs =ould e J]\ with oquw'l
force to the coke industry. IIe had nor tie
figures showing tha valuo of coke producad
in Qaeenshnd as there were no statlsﬁcs
given showing the acwnal value of colier Lut
on page 119 of the veport they would see
that in the tast fen yvears ther had
ported 247,042 tons, into Queeniland,

member’s

hon. mem for knew that a la
poriion < hat was Imporfed into Ilog
hampion wa b Monnt Zlovgan, the
balance going to Cairns  Ile suppesed that

fully 80 per cent. of the ¢oks

imporred went
to Mount Morgan,

The 3inister woulld ba

doing a gosd thing for Quesnsiand if he
assisted  or  encouragad the ey ¢ coke
nlarufactm ics, or perhaps estahlished
State « \\o“[ g (hd not matie: how it

was

done, so long

importation of coke, avs

sp o the
our o=
coka industry. The Trea i
in the harbour dues, aud
aspeet of the question.  If th
ping companies at the other
worsd and in Anstralia generall
they could get an ample supplz of good coal
in Qu und, they weuld send their big
linevs to Brisbane to getr it.  The report
of the Chiel Inspector stiowced ‘that the ton-
nage of Shlpplnﬂ" leaving the port of Bris-
bane increased froin 162\/ 337 tous in 19086
to 2,327,765 tons in 1010, That showed the
great shipping development that was going
on, and that meant that more coal was being
consumed. Large numbers of thosz ships
did not coal in Brisbane at all, but weut

reat shxl,»
el of the
knew that

to Newcastle, for the siraple rcason that
sufficient developrent wovks svere not cav-
ried on in Quecnsiand in conunection with

r.ha.t industry, and there were not adeguire
facilitics ior discharging coal into the ships.
This was a matter that vequired the serious
attention of the Mines Department, and he
hoped it would receive fhar attention helore
16Xt ves The Minister hasl bron interested
in cam')xxehmg a rescue stafion in snticina-
tion of what they hoped wouald nover eventu-
ate—that was, some disaster as a result of
firedamp. In spite of the fact that all
these up-to-date appliances were long cstab-
lished in connection with the wml\m(’ of the
coalmines in the old country, they found
that accidents were lnmoa,vm there at a
tremendous rate. At the same time, he was
glad the Minister bhad establishcd that sta-
tion, and he hoped it would prove a suceess
in time of need. At the same time, he could
establish forty or fifty stations, but unless
the regulations were properly

['7Tp.m.} administered in accordance with
the Act pa:sod last vear, all the

reseus stations he would like to ereate would
be of no avail. In oonnec*mn with the
heading ‘“ Geological Survey,”” three assist-
ant geologists were provided for. He asked

{Mr. Maughan.
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the Minister whether he really thought, hav-
ing regard to the importance of the industry

and itz expansion durin g the past fow yea
it was a sufficions staff of geologists 15 cop
with the work. e could Lot give aly con-

crete casc to show thai the Geological Survey

office w was undermanned, but at the same
we were going to have a great
indasivy in Ow‘olm nd, we should
more  geol O”‘atn In New South

i staff was 0 than it was in

tand,

¢l

The Seererspy ror MInes: There are four
1 Queensland.

Hr. MAUGH! Ves; there was a
senior officer, who was, ho supposed, very
largely engaged in his oflice.

The SecarTaRYy FOR MINES: No, he was
out.

Vere we 13

ining owr young men?
TARY FOR M1vrs: In the Charters
ool of Mines wo eve doing that.

r. MATGHAN: He had not much time
left, and should be glad if the hon. gentle-
man would take a note of his le’llmst 3, and
reply to them later.  We were fortunate
in havirg such a Mpmn({id institution at
Charters Towers:; at the same time, there
yerc snany youug men in ’}uoensmnd who,
if they were given an opportunity of becom-
geologists, would avail themselves of
thc position; bnt there did not scem to be
any inducaments held out to thew to attach
themselves to the Geological Dopmtment
In the Rsilway Department a and other depart-
ments that wes provided for by encouraging

young {juesnstanders to come fouvmd It ap-
peared, however, that no provision was
made for cadets in the Geological Survey
Office, In conncetion with the regu-

laTIOna which had been gue.ted by the
Aines Departmest, hoe would like the Min-
ister to iustruct tlie permaneut head of the
department to seo that the regulations were
posted up in all the collicries and mines
th“oughout Qucensland.  There were thou-
sands of railway QHIUIOVO(_b in Quecensland
who were given copies of the reg rulations of
the service, and if he had his way he would
give cvery miner a copy of the 1errulat10ns
of the ,Jlno) Department. In conneciion
w ith the increases to clcrks in the Geological
Survey Office, he noticed that the clerk and
Ebr&\zl:m was not receiving an irerease, and
the same applied to another clerk, ‘while
there were large increases to the Under
Secretary and the chief accountant.

The SeckRrrary For Mines: The Under
Sceretary’s was passed last year, although
it was omitted owing to a prlnter 5 error.

My, MAUGHAN had no objection to the
increcases to these officers, but at the same
time he should like the underpald junior
officers he had referred to to get a lift.
Ile urged that the wives and children of
miners afflicted with phthisis should be
icoked after more than hitherto in regard
to allowances.

The bell indicated that the hon. member’s
time had expired.

Mr. MAUGHAN: In conclusion, he
should like to express his thanks to the
officers of the department for the courteous

wayv in which his various requests had been
attended to during the past year.
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Mr. O’SULLIVAN (Kennedy): The hon.
member for Burke had drawn tie attention
of the Hon. the Minister to the exemptions
being granted in his electorate. He him-
f had known Instances where exemptions
had been given to mining companies time
after tinie, one great reason for which was
this: Unfortunstely, men zot control of the
mine and got exemption a exemption
to wear out the little chareholders, and so
get the whole control of the mine. The
department should not lend itself to any
such tricks as thoss. The Mines Department
did not consclously act in this way, but
those who were on the ground knew that
this was one of the great ncentives to apply
ior exempiion afier exemption. Not anly
would it be to the interests of the indusir:
to have the leasos worked, but it was also
for the benelit of the miners, who would be
protected from thoss who did not seem to
take any interest in the industrv cxcept so
far as it touched their pockets. e would
like the department to insist on pegs being
shown and kept on the frechold, because
men went prospecting on the mining fields
thinking it was Crown land, ahd after ther
had donc a considerable amount of work
E .”vvo\hn]dm‘ came and told thewm that they
woere l’,l'{"ﬂ;)ﬂ" ug.

The SECRETALY Fom NES:  Under the
Mining on Private Lend: Act they can geb
a permit t6 go on the frechold,

Mr. OSULLIVAN: Yes. but those were
the old frecholds given under the 1872 Act
and various other Mineral Lands Alienstion
Acts,

The SECRETARY Fom 2iINes: Gold -
exempted.

Alr. O’SULLIVAN:

]

as noaver

Minerals other than

gold. His attention had been drawn to this
matter by letter, and also <when in his
clectorate. Tlo would like to emphasise the

ve2eon why, in his opinion, many of the big
mining propositions were not paying to-day.
Take the Chillagoe Company, which did not
pay any dividends on its mine—it was the rajl-
way which was keaping the company together.
The reason the mines were not paying was
because when they got the concession from
this House they hawked it over the financial
markets of the world, and put on the big
price_of the concession which they got from
the House for nothing. That company was
now charged with that capital account, which
practically did not do anything towards the
development of the mine.
Mr. ComrsEr: They did 1ot get anything.

AMr, O'SULLIVAN: They got a lot, If
they had not over-capitalised the mine in
the first instance by hundreds of thousands
of pounds they would be earning dividends
on the amount of money that had been put
into the mine in bon4 fide work.

The SECRETARY FOR Mines: Well, they are
“rocking 7 the big spesulator, then.

Mr. O'STULLIVAN: Ir was not goad for the
mining jndustry to “rook ” anvone, whether
it was the big man or not. It was no more
justifiable te “‘rook ' the big man any more
than it was to ““rock ” the little man. Another
reason which retarded the prosperity of the
industry was the system of floating the mine
with, say, 100,000 shares 40,000 of which were
paid up, That had led to a lot of abuse.
These men who floated the mine cornered
the market. You could not get vour mine
floated except through these men. The re-
sult was that these men who were interested

[11 GcroBER.]
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in the flolation of the mine got control of
the 40,000 paid-up shares, and by holding
sufficient contributing shares, which was very
small in comparizon, say just over 10,000,
they worked the mine for their own interest.
If some amendment was made compelling
all 1aines to be floated with -contributing
stiares there would not be the great evils in
the mining indus that there were to-day
Ife Lknew of minex where interested people
had got control of the mine by simply holding
¢ri to the paid-up shares, and sufficient con-
tributing shares to control the mine, They
had gone and gnt exemptions, and worn out
tha little investor till he had thrown his shares
in, and they then went and reconstructed
the company under ancther name and started
wiining and probably made it pay, whereas
hefore they could not do so. If the Govern-
ment were to bring in an amendment of the
Act so that all shares in a mining company
shonld be contributing, then it =would not
lend itsclf to the evils he had mentioned.
He did not look wupon the report of the
inins (heamission with oo mich eonfidence,
heesuse he could not shut his eves to the
fact that that commnissicn was the cutcome
of a politiral dodge on the part of the late
Premier to escape some amendment that vas
put in the Mines Requlation Act in the
Upper Honze.

The Srcprrary For Mines: That is the first
time I have heard that.
JESY When the T.abour

JIVAN:
1 on s=ovicthing being done for
who wauld be n ont of em-
throngh suffer from miners’
nt, the Premicr got up and said he

otz 3 said
would appolnt a commission to inguire into

the whoele thing.

£s: I made the re-
suggesiion of the
sarition  of

Y ¥OR MIN
on  the
crappied  the

The BECPET
commadatiog
gentleman who
chairman.

Mr. (PSULLIVAN was sorry so little
interest had heen taken in the commission
bv the men working in mines, and the man-
agers, and so forth. In many instances the
i did not zo to the commission to give

nez because they were afraid to give
evidenes arding the mine they were work-
ing in.

The Secperary vor MiNes: That is a great
pity.

My, OSULLIVAN: It was a pi but it
was a fact neverthelezs, and those state-

ments could be borne out by other members
of the C'ommittes, There had been certain
improvements in the machine drills used,
which weve very injurious to the health of
the miners so far as the dust was concerned.
Thatr was the * one-tnan” driils which were
used for boring dry holes. Practical miners
had told him that one man with that little
n:achine eould do more work than was done
by the old Ingersoll machine, which took
two juen to manage. One man told him
only a month ago that they were praciically
cating dust which was caused by the one-
man machines now in use. He hoped the
Minister would bear that fact in mind. Of
course the Minister could not prevent any-
thing like that being done. He did not ask
him to do so, but he asked him to provide
regulations to meet the case of new machines
introduced from time to time, and which
created the dust nuisance which was so in-
jurious to the health of the miners. The
hon. member for Moreton spoke about rail-

Mr. O Sullivan.}
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way eommunmahon and stated in his opv

ion the giving of railway communication
would be the best means of as o the
mining industry. He (Mr. O’Builivan)

heartily agreed with that, and he would like
te impress upon tlw Minister that in the
Burdekin Valley there was a very good min-
ing distric, and not only would m'h as
communication with that valley develop the
mining industry, but it would develop agri-
cultural and findred industries. If thos
mines were worked, J:b field w o.lld sapl
a population  of 50 peop. and  im-
mediately the mines 1ownd s ﬂns of peier-
ing out, the people could be suttled on the
land.  There were large silver lodes, also
gold and copper in that district, but they
could not be worked owing to the very long
distance from railway communication.

x

The bell indicated the Lion. member’s time

had expired.

Mr., WALKER (Wide Bay):
Department and the officers attached to the
dq}altmem were to Lo congratulated upon
the way in which ihey had carried out theis
work during the last twelve months. REvery-
one scamed to be sailsfied with the way the
plovxsmnb of the various Acts had been car-
ried out. It was to be regretted that min-
ing all over Queensland had gone  down,
and he had le ick with some of the
ed  with regard to Cvmpin
year was not as g,ocnl as the mmeqlr’g
but, taking eversthing into conume"w
tion, (xymple had done’ revnmhao]“ well, and
G}mpw was far from a donc field, more
particularly when they took into considera-
tion the cheap methods they had of treating
low-grade ores. The Scottish Gympie Gold
Mine had been mentioned, and to a cer-
tain cxtent rightly 50, but it was only fair
to place a few more facts before the Com-
mittee, and members would clearly under-
stand that there was no occasion fo report
them for not doing their duty. They had
tried to do their wuut in every shape and
form, and they had to contend with trials
in connection with a new dovel opment which
existed in the Scottish Gympie and in no
other mine in Gympie. The recfs in Gym-
ple ran north and souﬂ with the “'cgprlon
of the Inglewood reef, which runs east and
west, and when the Scottish Gympie struck
the Inglewood reef there seemed to be a mix
up of gold and other ores which could only be
classed as crushing stone, and it had to be
treated very 1“eaph or it would have been
worked at a loss. Last ycar the Snofhsh
Gympie made a profit of :£14,000, and they
made that profit on ore which returned only
5 dwt. 19 gr. That showed the work there
was being carried out very well indeed.
With regard to the openings mentioned by
the hon. member for Gympie, the cavities
there were certainly large, and they had been
there for the last ten years, and the company
had spent a considerable ‘amount of money
in trying to got over the trouble. Last year
they spent £3,855 in filling up "those cavi-
ties, so that they had done a good deal. They
had not only put the whole of their mullock
into those cavities, but they had taken the
mullock from another mine to try and get
over the difficulty. Another suggestion made
was to run down ftailings from their bat-
teries. That was taken into consideration,
but it was considered that the dust created
by tailings in dry parts of the mine would
be a danger to miners’ health, and in times
of flood the risk of sands running would be

LM r. O’ Sullivan.
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very great. The Scottish Gympie had done
everything pes Anlu to get over the difficulty,
but stiil the matter was worthy of considera:
tion, and it really meant a ques stion of tim-
L+ . In G ‘mpic they had a fine class of
v, which could be built up so as to
have permancent stagings for the men instead
of having to run up ladders to work out
afice fiving.  The department had helped
Gympie very well indeed. Tast vear the
dupa\tmvnt gave £1,500 to UIL Oriental Con-
sols for deep «lx Ikmg, and also £1,500 for the
amalgainated desp mines. 'ih(, dopmtmeut
haq u,L')O spent cnormous swns of money, run-
ning into ithousands of pounds, with regard
to t"e gaoh‘ncul survey. Mr. Dunstan and
: E been employed there for the

past ll]lx\ ye
Mr, ConvLivs

And it will be a monument

to the geological staff of Queensland.
Mr. WALKER: Not only that, lut 1t

would be of great s.ivics to those connected
with mining. Mz, Dunstan had done his
work very carefully, and it could not have
heen done quicker. Apart from that. G\mplo
had had at r’ mes various grants which had
besn refursled. The 3 North Columbia goi

£7L0, which had been returnsd with interest
only recently.  Other mines had done the
same, and ho thought tiie Mines Department
would do well to ilucrease the vote. e
would like to ses the depairtmont

and treat the low-grade ores in

more paritcularly the In;r“.ood recf, which
outerops near tne «ld locality called Ingle-
wood. If that wer dona 1f wotld plOVIdO
work for hundreds of men. poculiar
thineg was that when the other reefs caine
in contact with the Ing rlowood  reaf  the
quality of the ore went up considerably.
They ‘had several o‘rhol small mining centres
in the Gymmoie district. There was a small
ficld at (rla,smnbmy which was well worth
prospecting,  Then there was a small field
at Kilkivan, the ore from which averaged a
little over 2 or. to the tor a month ago.
Then there was anoth:r find in the Glenbar
district, some ore {rom which was only
crushed a few weeks ago and gave a return
of 4 to 5 oz. Then thore was the Yabba
field, and a small field on Deep Creek, where
a crushing had bmn put tluough
[7.30 p.m.] lately Those fields were worth
the consideration of the Mines
Department. There was one matter to which
he should like to dircet the spacial attention
of the department, and that was the home-
stead question, which had been  giving so
much trouble in a district like Gympie on
account of the increased value of the home-
steads, Apart from mining, that district was
v»onchrl’u]]y rich in fertilo lands. Fine scrub
lands, which were despised in the early days
when the people did not know the value of
the grasses, were now found to be of great
value. ,attlcnlamv for dalrying purposes.
These lands wore now known to be \'a]uab]
and people were rushing them and fakmq
them up as homesteads, and they werc not
required to perform any residential condi-
tions. That should be altered, and a man
who obtained a homestead should be compelled
to live on it, and not keep it for a few years

and then sell it at a profit. At present
homesteads were dummisd in the Gympie
district, and dummied shamefully. A man

livin® at Gympie sm}ph‘ put in an applica-
tion for a homestead, and when he had got it
he pat a few improvements on it, and in a
fow years he could sell the land. The price
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paid for the land was £1 10s. an acre, and the
payment extanded over a period of twenty
.Fears. He would suggest that when land on
the Gympie Goldfield or on (Glastonbury or
or any other mining field wos thrown open as
homesteads, the fact should be advertised,
and if there was more than ons applicant {or
a block, that block shou!d be balloted for in
the same way as other land was now ballotted
for under the Land Act. Anoth.r thing he
would suggest to the Minister was that copics
-of the Mines Regulations should be distributed

among miners so that they mizht under-
stand the conditions wunder which they
worked. It would also bL a good thing to

send a dozen copies of the Mines Regulation
Act to cach mine, so that all miners should
have an opportunity of making themselves
acquainted with the conditions under which
they worked, without having to pay a

lawyer 10s. 6d. for the information. Te
hoped that the Minisier would give some

attention to the suggestions that he had

offered for his consideration.

* Alr. CRAWFORD (Fitzrew): With
of the remarks made by the hon.
who had just sat down, 1)L~YL1(4111(1}1\7 his
remarks rveferring to dumtm ing, he felt
himself in perfect accord. At LhQ same time,
he recogniscd that in view of the fact thdt
dummying had been carried on for so many
years, they would meet with enormous diffi-
culties in t ing to set it right. A new Bill
“ould be required if they were to deal with
it in any satisfactory manner.

Mr., WALKER :

some
member

Why not start at once?

Mr. CRAWFORD: They might start as
soon as possible, and the sooncr the better,
but_they would certainly require a new Bill
to deal with the iniquities which had arisen.
The first conside eration in regard to mining
was whether the laws were carried out in
such a way as to mau\“e the safety of those
who were engaged in mining. In the re-
ports which had been submitted to the
House they were assur red that the inspectors
were doing their duty as far as they could,
and that the Minister wes supervising, as
far as lay in his power,
him, and insisting upon proper attention
being paid to the duties those officers were
expected to discharge. Some comment was
made by the senior member for Gympie in
regard to pessimistic reports about local
mines. He (Mr. Crawford) knew nothing
about the local mines in Gympie, but he
had heard a large number of rumours about
want of safety in various mines. The very
instructive expellenw he had derived f'om
the report on the Fitzroy mines had com-
pelled him to be very cauticus in accepting
such statements. It would be remoembered
by those who took an interest in such mat-

ters that the Minister gramed an inguiry
1n rcsponse to a request made by him—a
request based upon information conveyed

to himm by miners he knew well, upon whose
word he placed considerable 1ehance and
when the time came for giving evidence
those miners found themselves safer far
away from the particular place where the
inguiry was being conducted. Thercfore,
while he had very frequently to listen to
tales about want of safety in this mine and
that mine, he thought that they must place
a great deal of reliance on the inspector.
"They must be sure that the inspectors were
doing their duty, and shouid make the pun-
ishment for their not doing their duty very

[11 Ocroszr.]
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severe. He did not sec why they should
not be indicted for manslaughter in cases
of negligence leading to the loss of life.
Since the passing of the last Mining Act,
and since several accidents had occurred
in the State, he thought the Inspectors had
devoted more attention to their dutic:, and
consequently that nieasurcs for the safety of
miners were better supervised. He had an
idea some time ago that the Minister was
not giving that encouragement to local
talent that we had a right to expect from
him in respect o those young men who had
qualified by examination and yiperience in
this State for the position of inspector or
other office in the Mincs Departinent. He
had not heard all the hon. gentleman had
said on this subject, and had not, so far,
had time to read the report of his speech,
but he thought that the claims of some in-
dividuals that he had in his mind to con-
sideration had in some degree been over-
looked. He held that where posszible young
men who had been frained in the State,
and who had qualified by study and experi-
ence, should have the prefoxeucc when ap-

pointments were being made to the position
r)f inspector or other officor requiring tech-
nical knoﬂle(;go On looking through the
Estimates, he found that the Chief Inspec-
tor of Mincs received £500, and the State
Mining Engincer and Chief Inspector of
Alincs received £550 ver annum. IHe took
it that those were two distinet officers.

The SECRETARY FoR Mings: No; one officer
at £8&

X, CRAWFORD: That was the State
1 Engincer and Chief Inspector of

Tuo SECRETARY FOR Mixes: That is so.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Then the longer title
had the larger salary. With regard to the
geological survey, he thought too small a
sum was provided for carrying out that im-
portant work. We should spend three or
four times the amount provided if that
work was to be carried cut properly, and
producs results which would enable persons
engaged in mining to know where they
might expent to open up mineral fields. He
thought, too, that ws should have muore
goologlcal sUrveyors, so that the work could
be expedited in various parts of the State
at the same time. If that were done, the
mining industry, which seemed to be in
ad\e rse mrcumstancm at the present time,
would veceive a great benefit, and probably
1’( would go forward and flourish as we
wished to see it ﬂouuah giving employment
to a greater number of men who, owing
to the fact that they had been habituated
to mining all their lives, were unfitted or
disinclined to engage in other occupations.
Tle was sure that all regretted that the
mining industry was not in a fHourishing
cor\dlhon and he thought that we should
devote more attention to the baser metals,
without which gold could not be procured.
He was very glad to know that our coal
industry was flourishing, and should like
to see some encouragement given to the
iron industry in this State. It was beyond
doubt that we had enormous supplies of
iron in Queensland, and something should
be done to utilise that metal. They knew
from the personal knowledge of members,
and from the reports submitted by mining
surveyors, that iron existed in abundance
throughout the State, and yet we were doing
nothing to make use of it. In 1909 the

Mr. Crawford.]
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Mount Morgan Mine pui throuwh as flux
more iron than was produced in New South
Wales, wherve they had ironworks, and it
was put through as waste material in order

to facilitate the separation of the metals
obfained in the Mount Morgsn Mine. Now,

could obtain it in such abundant
quantifties, the Minister would be wise, and
Parllament swould show mno hesitation in
autborixing an cxpenditure towards faeili-
tating the growth of the iron industry.
With regard to the Miners' Phthisis Com-
misston, whose appointment was advocated
by members of the Labour party and gez

orally by m vmbers interested in the aevelop«
mcnt of mining and in the prevention of
diseascs from \\hlch miners were peculiarly
sufferers, they would reco llect the great dif-
ficulty that avose last session wh en the Min-

when they

ing PBill was hefore t m, owing to an
amendment inzerted in that Bill in another
place, which, if carried into cffect, would
have ]vut  verr large muwnher of miners
out of emploviment.  When partics came
to consider the effect of that amendment,
it putent to them that some other

mesns must be employed; and further, they
auvocated the appounm(\wt of a commission
to go into the whole matter, and not only
to malke 1ocoAmm‘ndnH0nn in regard to the
manner in which miners’ phthisis could be
prevented, but as to the manner in which
those puf out of omplorment through that
cause could rocono emplovment. They had
now the very large and very instructive
report of the eommission befors them.
While he had not had time to go through
all the evidence—he did not Lknow that it
was absolutely necessary to go through all
(hc ovidence—they had a vory Vft]uabh‘.
report containing a large number of excel-
Ient recommendations.  With regard to the
cvidence,  he  would say that there did
scom to him, in following the report of the
commission as they travelled through the
State, ‘rna“r there was a reluctance on the
part of iners and workers immediately
concorped to cowe foreard and give evi-
dence.  Iie did not know that all the causes
that actuated these in remaining away were
caused by reluctance. The hon. e for
“ oothakata said that it was fear of intimi-
ior that Lkept many men awa and,
other they liked it or noi the ract re-
mained that a vers considerable projudice
existed in the minds of a Lm‘go munbor
of miners In regard to giving public evi-
dence which might have the effect of bring-
ing th prominent!ly unsler the notice of
those who emploved them. That was not
a condition of things peculiar to Queens-
land, as it was peculiar to every industrial

country, and especially to thosa countries
in which trades unions had rvd a long and
ery bitter experience, and where intimisla-

1i<m had been very wprevalent. e was not
going to say that in all of the cases the
men did not come forward throungh intimida-
tion. At Mount Morgan onc man com-
mented on the doleful fact that the com-
mission was presided over by a man ,who
wore a very severe asipect, and had a habit
of asking very ugly questions which were
likely to intimidate the unfortunate person
coming forward to give cvidence. Thoso
who knew the hon. member for Crovdon,
who presided over that commission, knew
that such an assertion was quitc erroneous.
Anvway, the fact rewmained that the com-
mission did not obtain the full evidence
they expected from a large number of men

[ r. Crawford.
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who staved aw from one cause and.
another. The report swould furnish food

for thought and for legislation in the futnre,
and it was furnishing the basis for a large
number of regulations which were being
arranged by the Minister. It was not neses-
sary to go into the details of the report
e kpoew that after he had spoken in the
House for the first time that the Mount
Morgan Company straightaway installed
jets and sprays, and a large number of
miners who were contractors felt annoyed
at being compelled to use these jets ‘r\d
sprays, knowing full well that to them time
was money.

The bell indicated that the hon. member s

time had expired.

Mr. CRAWFORD: V'hile the contract
svstem lasted, ther would have men despis-
ing the methods of safety which had been
arranged for them by the regulation. How
long the coatract system would continue wa

not for him to sar, as it depended on the
Lbody of men themselves. Thay might fecl
gontonted to continue 1t in spite of the

efforts made to discontinue it, and have in its
place a wage that would give them a comn-
fortable living. While contracting continucd
in mining and other directions, time was
of great importance, and men who were em-
plovers of labour would utilise every frac-
tion of time whereby their income might be
augmented. e did not know if the Min-
ister had arranged in the rog;ulations for the
time that would intervene between the firing
of the first shot and the return of the men
to the face to arrange for the firing of the
scriond round of shots. It was a matter of
great importance, zause of the sulphur
and other gases whish were gencrated after
firtng the first shots, which would certainly
have a detrimental effect on the conditions
in the mines.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: At least half an
hour must clapse.

Mr. CRAWFORD: He was very glad to
hear that. He knew from personal O\peuence
what is was to rush back after shots had
been fired. Aen were anxious to rush in and
fire the second round, and leave an interval for
the smoke and dust to get avay before the next
shift came on. Something was said inthe re-
port about rthe practice ol spitting in minesand
its bad cffeets. e did not know whether
they need payv any attention to that. In
mines it was absclutely necessary to expee-
terate, just as it was in other places where
men worked, and they would do it no mift“r
how many regulations were passed by Par-
liament to prevent it. He was very glad
to sce a paragraph regarding the appear-
ance of miners. The paragraph said that
there was nothing in their demecanour or
appearance to distinguish them from men
engaged in other employments. That was
very good as characteristic of miners, but it
might he misleading, because phthisis was
an insidious disease which did not show
itself until it had obtained a very firm grip
on the constitution. With regard to the re-
commendations generally, he was glad that a
crusade agalnst the cause was rccommended.
After giving the matter some amount of
thought, he believed that the best means of
preventing phthisis was outside the mines,
in looking to the sanitary conditions, and
sceing to it that the children growing up in
mining towns were brought up in healthy
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conditions, as they would be the future
miners, and ses that they got healthy food.
I'urther, they wanted to sce that, after nien
bad finished their shift, they \VOd]d have a
convenient changohouﬂc provided at the
mouth of the mine and have a proper baﬂl
so that they may get rid of the dust thab

acorued to them from their gloomy \vork
down below.

The bell indicated that the¢ hon. member’s
further time had expired.

Mr. CRAWFORD (continuing): Another
remark made by the commission was the

free vsec of aleohol as one of the predispos-

ing cuuses of pulmonars complain e
could imagine that st the QOaks Rush, or
some other place, they had frec usc -of
aleohol

Mr. CoLLiNs: No, no!

Iy, CRAWECRD: Af any rate, it was

noet fi‘f)(‘r at . noy was i)()
1

going to say v oused there,

bur it swa to the great

£ du ve thai muse

: ) down the gullet, that the men
go vig > 8

should have something to wash all the

through.  Fe vas speaking of three

1ence at Mount Mc and a

lonrver period in oihs p] ces It was not
a motter of joking at all, but he regavded
it as ome of avtual neccwity that a large
parcentage of men working in mines when

should have the facilitr
of ovt" ning the wherewithal in the zhape
of a of beer or somcthing else to ri
out their mouths, and to give them an appe

they came off sl

"\w‘

tite for the food which they must have in
order to maintain their st Ven-
tilation wase an import watter, and lhe
was zlad to notice that the Mount Morgan
Compar were spending a large sum of

n*(nov in cxcavating a bmft from the top to
the bottom of the iine, so that the whole

thio malleries in that enormous m ine would
ive the effect of a fine flow of air, and it
cavried away from the working faces the smolke
and dust that were now caused by the operu-
tions underncath. With regard to the regu-
lations ordering men to lcave the mine ho
hoped that omethmn would be done in rhe
way of instituting a mincr' relief fund, =o
that not onl: 1}10'30 depending on them wonld
be able 10 omam relief under the circum-
stances which thew would unfor‘(unatol\ be
placed. Before the scssion expired possibly
a measure of that description could be intro-

duced. Vuth regard to the “hole industey
of mining, he hopcd that, when they met
again next vear to eonsider the Mines T

ma,{b they would continue to show the
hdmm: of very great proserity hrought
about throughout the whole of ()Uoomlaﬂd

Mr. MAY (Flindees): Uu?i\o the hon.
mem bcl who had sat down, he was nrw
& miner.  Ile had len eng(.god mostly
during his period in Austrelis in the npas-
toral industry; but, representing a lar ge

mnsutuoncv which was composed
18 p.m.] chicfly of miners, he rhougn‘ it

was h1s duty to make a fow ro-
marks on the -Jmmg F&t}‘wa*ﬁ He thought
the Mining Commission had dons remarl
ably good work. e had reccived lotters
from portions of his clectorate—particularls
Mount Hlliott and mpden—where  the

commission  examined a great number: of
men engaged in the mining industry, and

[11 Ocroszr.}
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had no fear of {he bosses and
Hounk »'mn‘\n((’ siatcuent of the
WOt atnined.

where

they

TL@ Amalgamated Workers”
ong there.

MAY

It wax ng there, and he

s pmud ol it the Amalga-
]Ilﬁ\( (Y X Or S\‘l s stros tger on
1 The com-

cvidence obtsinable

Dost
inm tha Clonearry disteict.
Chamber

when th

When o this the
i abwa

=l munni

in

(8151

- the nationz] good!, they
J = benefit they could
for their electn I a warden in
the ) whom he did ot
kuow ne koowes doing & lot of
rood wiil The member for Burke
said that ¢ ptions had been granted too
freely wear aiter year, and that properties
were lyving i which should be worked by
miners who sared to do so.  He

from a friend com-
He thought it was not
ns should ba granfad in
and the land not
t00 ham;\ to see that
Cloncurry  district
duties in the be
c:i»m!mmify as a whole.

had reccived a
plaining of this
1‘1q11r that ezempti

I
¢f  the

, hear Y With vegard to the Geologiesl

;énr ev there  was a paltry sum
fo ] 742, and for 11 12 it was
1 Il was smpr)xcd that if
should i (*m,»'/' lering the great pros-
peets there were.  In his cloctorats there

was one of ’rnn largest copl)'ﬂ“-‘)eq'lng arcas
in the vho[n of the world, and it required
to ke properiy surveved. He was only sorry
that rhf vo was such a meagry
for the Geological Survey th 3
to have that country properly survered.
often the Minister and
about if. but the hon.

He
worried him
gentleman had the
Cabinet to consider, and not only that—the

REAT

spirit woz willing
An lIIoxovessnz DM
weak.”

Mir. MA Mo, the {tesh was strong. too—
I 1)*1‘“‘ the hon. gentleman could not

“The flash is

BER @

do st Tie DMy, May) would like to sen
£20,000 put down 101 erological survey and
rescarch, instend of £2,000. It w ould pay

over and over szain If we spent more money
to devclop the mining industry. The whole
of the minetal output in Quecensland was
£3,710,222. That was a large amount of
morey, but it should bs double. It was an
incrcase on the previous vesr of £54,000.

W What does it cost to get it?

o MAY : An infinitesimal amount was
expended.  {Tanghtor.) If they went into
the question as to what it cost to got the
gold in Oueensland, it would possibly he
about £2 155, per oz. If more money was
spent in the dev loy)momL of this industry,
he tnoughr it would give a befter percentage
than was shown in connection with dairving.
Tt had Ioon statrd many times in the Houss

that to develop the mining industry we mmt
have the means of gefting our products 1o
mearket. No matter whether it was the pas-
toral, dairying, or mining industry, we must
have a market for our products. The only
means by which we could get this market
for the mining Industry was by the extension

Ur. May.)

Mr.
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of railways. 'Fhey had had an example
recently 0; a syndicate *‘all\ ay in his C-
torate. Ile was sorry it was a syndicate
railway, but at tho wne time he we
see the railway there. He voted dead ags
it, and would do so to-morrow, but ‘(ho Ping
going into the district was a good thmg
and the Goxo"n nent found it was a better
thing to buy it back than to leave it in she
hands of the cor mpany. There was at pre-
scut a survey going forward for a line {rom
CIoncmrv i a north-= '\xmly dll‘(‘ChO'l They

ted the line to go from Cloncurry to-
V\iﬂd3 Mount Cuthbert. He had a telegram
only a fow nighis ago, which he headed
over to the Minister, asking that it shoull
go another 2 miles further—that was to
the Kingsholme, and where Kingsholme was
he did not know. {Laughter.)

Mr. NEVITT: We are going to start it from
the Gulf.

Mr. MAY: Noj they were going to start it
from Clencurry,  He fo“ that there should
be o hoe carvied sis throueh into ihe
Gulf for the mining int but they had to
study cxisting circumstinces. They had a
line alveady out to Cloacurry, and they
asked for 40 miles into a splendld mining
district, and roxt session he would want an-
other 40 miles to :ro further into the
¢ountry. (Laughter.) e had advorsted the
line to tho Duchess In previous years, and
they had got it now. The hon. member for

u,vpnntzv‘l') had mf‘,r‘ d to the question of
the railway running down the Leichha wrdt,
The river flowed from the southorn part in a
northerly direction, and the railway should
be carried up the Leichhardt.

The bell indicatad that the hon. member’s
time had expired.

Mr. MAY: He would take another five
minutes. The railway should be carried up
the Leichhardt—that was, towards the north.
With regard to the Mines Regrulation Act,
there was a vast amount of iancrance with
regard to that Act, and the Minister should
dlc‘rubufe copies of tha* Act in all the min-
ing cenh cs, so that the miners could get some
idea of ‘rhc pronswm of the Aect.  There
should be £0,000 copics sent out to the dif-
ferent mining centves. \‘ hat would it cost?
Many costs were Incurred in one way or an-
other which did very little geod. but 1f copies
of the Mines Regulation Act were sent out,
it would save a lot of bother and unneces-
sary trouble. If the Minister would give him
200 or 300 copies, he would send them out and
stand the postage himself. (Latighter.)

The SEcrETARY FOR Mings: If the miners
become as well acquainted with the provisions
of the Act as the members of this Committee,
who had the Bill before them and had a copy
of the Act, I am afraid it will not do any
good.

Mr. MAY: There was, no doubt, a great
amount of truth spoken by the Secret tary for
Mines.

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: Sometimes.

Mr. MAY : He only spoke the truth when
it suited his purposec. (Laughter.) With re-
gard to the question of iron, they had a

nountain of iron within 2 to 24 mlles of
Cloncurry. They could pick up the iron
ore, which contained 98 per cent. of iron.
It was about 3 miles round that mountain,
and it was about 500 feet high, and the hon.
member for Burke could corroborate his
statement.

|3 ». May.
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he Lol indicated that the hon. member’s

ther tiine had expired.

Mr. M \Y e would take a further five
minutes. They had that mountain of iron
near Clonourry, and that brought him to a
raaiter which had not reesived consideration
—that was the matter of a gcologieal survey.
They had in his district, 11 they only took
the trouble to fimd it l.rge quantities of
oal. Tt was to he feund in half a dozen
differcnt districts which he could enumerate
to the Minister. e brought the matter be
fore the netice of the late Premier, the Hon.
Dr. Kid=ton, and a special survey was made
by oie of the gbolomcul surveyors, whoe stated
the coal was good enough, and the only
trouble was that it was too young. Borea
had heen put down bstween DPrairic and
Flughenden, and between Prairie and Tor-
vens Creck, and they had found seams of coal
between 4 feet and & feet deep. Why could
they not spend a little money in developing
that industry ? The department was always
starved. It would he a national bhenefit if
ther once obtained that commodity which they
—namely, coal. If the Secretary
for ;. would commit to his rupervision
2.000 to cxploit the coal districts in the
shevden district, be could guarantos to
him coal in a few months.

Corrixs: If vou got the coal you
work the iron.
Mr. MAY: Coal and iron were synony-
mous.  They always wanted one with the
other.

RETARY FOR MINES nd limestone.

Mr. MAY: They had sny amount of lime-
stone on the Barklay Range. If that was
not an incentive to extend that railway to
Mount Cuthbert, he did not know what was.
They did not progress fast cnough in re-
guird to mining, while they went too far in
other matters. They did not spend a modi-
cum of money in connection with the mining
industry. Ther did not cncourage the min-
ing people. He had an interest in a small

The SEC

mine himself, and he would like to get £100
from the Government to work it. (Laugh-
ter.}

3Ir, TroutT: You will be a bloated capi-
talist then. (Laughter.)

Mr. MAY : He might be. (Loud laughter.)

Mr. TrRoUuT: You will come over to this
side then.

Mr. MAY : A lot of people would like to
come over to his side only they were afraid.
With regard to old fossickers——

The bell indicated that the hon. member’s
third allotment of time had expired.

Mr. MULCAHY wished to rvefer to some
remarks which had fallen from the hon.
member for Wide Bay. One would think
from the remarks of that hon. member that
10 (Mr. Muleahy) had made a personal at-
tzck on the Gympie Scottish Mine. That was
notso. He did say, and still maintained, that
the first thing they, as representatives of the
workers—their first duty was to watch very
carefully and see that there was no risk of
losing Iife or limb. The hon. member stated
that the company were doing all they possibly
could to prevent accidents. If that was so,
then there was no need for the Minister to
send an officer up there.

Mr. WaLker: It would be far better to
leave the matter to practical miners.
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Mr. MULCAIIY: That was a
on the officers of the departiment.
Mr. WALKER: No; but miners would be
better.
M. ivIULCAHY did pot want to do
thing <etrimoental to the mining indu
lm (hmwht 1w ond e a L)ood thing 1f t
Neottish Gympis filled up certain plD es in
Ln"‘]l mine, as at certain parts some of the
men were working af too great a height.
With regard to the throwing open of min-
ing reserves, he quite agreed v the
marks of the hon. member for Wid»
said they should be adverti

reflection

when he
the same way as was done in the Lan

partment; and that if theve was more than one
applicant for any block, 1t should be bal-

loted for. Iic had advocated that in con-
nection with several reserves thrown open
on the Gympie Goldficld. Tle had not only
advocated it, but had succceded in gotiing
certain vsccrves throwan open to the public
at & certain time, and ther all had the same
opportunity.  That § & VOry reas ie
thing, and the Minister had met him in ths
connection.

Mr. MANN (Zairng): Al
not uch mmihg - hi;
there would be practicuiis
the new electorste, still,
(‘airns depended to

though thore was
clectorate, and
¢ none at sll in
the prosperity of
a great cxtent on the

development of the mining industry, and
) _anyihing that would assist in
[8.20 p.mu.] developing the great mineral re-

scrves in the Ktheridge and at
places would have his support. He
t one with the hon. member for Burke
that hon. wber advocated that the
5 Departme ‘hould do all they pos-
sibly could to assizt  ainers. Orc  hon.
membar spoke partienl zrlv about miners’
iris, and alleged, wve correctly, that
1t would be a great hard hlp to miners suf-
fering from that discose if thow weie ex-

other

pe

cluded from mining and sowe other suli-
abloe ("upi sont was not fonnd for ;ho’.x
uatil i 2 veetored. e had
civen some consideration. In
fuct, fime the « isslon was

ha\olln g o 'd the ‘%Lu», he was wonder-
ing how we could meet the case, and he
came to the conclusion that if the Minister
for Lands and the Minister for Mines put
their heads fo:rcthOr, and zet apart an arca

f fertile country for miners to take up and
cultivate, ther would be doing a good thing

for the men who were so afflisted. Thes
might possibly find an srea like that on
the TRussell  Extended  Goldfield, where

mincrs suffering from the discase, or par-
'rmllv cmed could sclect pieces of land and
engage in farming. That land was vers
fertile, was well \V"Lfercd. end had a good
rainfall. and ho was of opinion that it
would be a good thing if mircrs who had
suffered the dizease, and had become
curad, character.

N
settled on land of that
in, he could see no reason why,
with the hugo mileage of railways that wo
were consfructing, those men should not i

riven preferéncs as lengthsmen on the wi]-
Ve shouw'd do away with the age
sach eases, and he thought that as
men were capable of performing
they should be emploved as

long as
manual labour
lengthsmen on the railways. If there was

any fear that men who had suffered from
phthisis might conver the discase to other
workmen. thev could Le kept in a separate
gang, and a doctor could go round periodi-

[11 OcroBERr.]
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Cally and examine them to see whether the
mp yment suited them and whether they
S (rv‘t.ng better and stronger. In com-

mon with omrq mcsabe:s, he should like to

have seen a lerger =wma on the KEstiwmates
rmining, but he had no reason to coimn-

=

plein as far e« his district was concerned.
if had gone to the MMi about a
i matter in his district—and it was
very little that he had- asked for—he had
Jdwraws reecived a very sympathetic hearing,

dnd on the whole, he thought the Jines
Dfep artment was doing verz good work. He
had asked the Minister how the matier of
free assays was faring, and the hon. gentle-
man had told him that an enormous number
of parcels had been forwarded for assay.
That was a very good thing for the wminers,
Lut it was rot a good thing for Aarccba,
where the people of his disiriet wanted to
have an v office establiched. The Min-
ister ared him that there were a large
aimber of parerds coming to the assay office
n all over Queon land, and they eould
not send thoss t rechba. At the same

time, it would be a good thing if an assay
office were established there, because the
district  behind 1 arceba  contained more
minersls than any other tract of country
that he knew of.
Lexwox: It was distinetly pro:nized,
v, Yes; 1t was promissd by
late Pmmlm‘ and ho thought it was a

creat mistake for the hon. gon‘r]oman de-
liberaticly to make a promise and then break
it.

.

It was a disappointment
PI

Xr. THECDORE:
the minors.
My, BIANN: It was certainly a disap-

pointment to the miners. When a cortain
sum of monit was placed on the Istimates
for the purposc of establishing an assay
officc at Marecba, they looked upon the
maiter as practically settled. However, as
he had said, it was the late Premier who
was responsible for that, and he believed
that if the present Minister for Mines made
such a promise he would keep it.

to

AMr. FERRICKS: Ie was rather surprised
on coming into ‘me Tiousc that afternoon
that the Dbusiness they were engaged in was

Supply,  Hon. wmembers would remember
that at the clese of the last sitting at
an  early howr that morning the Premier

annourcad that the business te-day would be
the roxun.x;xw of the debate on the second
reading of the Liquor Bill.  While ho had

nothin~ to say against going on with the
Kstimates, he thoucht that the Premier
might have told them at 1 o’clock this morn-

ing ﬂmf hie infended to take tha L\Hmatos,
and ¢d a considerahle climb dowr

on the part of the hon. member. The ‘no:‘
vrember for Fi i tod that, taking
miners all roand, their appearance did vot
indicate that thesy were afllicted with miners
phthisis. It w wistake to judge them by
their appearance, Ilis expericnce was that a
man micht be 16 stone in weirht, and that he
micht e afflizted with the disease without
being amare of it. and that in a very short
poriod he might decrease in weight by 5 or 6
stona.  ITe had seen that reneatedly in dif-
forent paris of the HBtate. Tf the statement
made by the hon, member for Fitzroy was
the conclusion come to hyv the commission,
then he (Mr. Fervicks) thought they were

BMr. Ferricks.]
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under a misconception. He et to the Under Secrctary. 5o
he was not present when (3r. \Iuv”)h\) was coucerned, he
chict oflice was pa Lec rod that \h‘ siaedonald the right
that the salary of the Under mau in the right placc.

increcsed from £700 to 0 HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Ilear, hear!

greatest admiration fou

was a man who lmd
servics to the mining u
in years gone by, but he ventured to express
the opinion——ahd he did so with the kindliest
feelings towards that gentleman—that he
should retive volunturily or compulsoriy. It
was a pretty hard thing to xay about s man
who had (lone good service to Srate, bub
he viewsd the matter from a stricily business
standpoint, and he suid unhesxutmdv that if

we had a younger man in hiz position the
mining  industry  would  berofit. M.
Macdonald weas an able man, but he was past
his period of greatest use, Iy w he be-
lisved, » wall.known fd :t that he waz beyond
the e Hmit, sad he thought i
Macdonald, in c,ommou with cne or

Un Secrctaries, shoul d T
younger, more energelir, and mor: ‘nc man.
In the e\mt of his \ollwmr" or compulsory

retivereent, ko hoped the Tl
put i his place some outsider o was not
immediately conversant with the mining in-
dustry, ax had beer done in the pdt when
the oifice of Under recrotary b .
Referring  now to another

would not

ht the Gove: no ‘r shouls
ard to the c-*“‘(nopm nt of roalilelds,
particularly in the North of Queensland. The

necessity for doing this \\'011\ was increasing
day, and tho longer delaved the
‘an wor 'l tho ter he feli. In

roas
would ,,,.\d a goolovist
horings and malke > s
Department Tong-winded.
Minister for Mines had scveral times

made profession of his State socialism. Well,
hon. gentle-
into
State

other

Lerc was an onnoxtam{ s 101 th
man

to pubt his socia R
tion, snd «tart a State coalm
cow'rines  had  boen  established in
Qtates with waiisfactory resulls, and ve mizht
very well st one in Quecnsland. If such
a mine in the North it uld
be an advantage to the Railway Departinent,
to_shipping, to sugar-mills, and even to the
mining industry. The wood supply wwas peter-
ing out in soms districts, and crushing mills
were goinz in for coal as a fue!l instead.
There was cne phasa of the minine industry
that had not heen touched upen as far az he
had ohsrved, and that w the inspection
of machinery and beil on mining fields.
e was informed by the hon. membrr for
Croydon that the matter came under the
machinsry and scaffolding vote, hut drew
the attnhon of the Minister to the fact that
at one place in North Queensiand there w
a boiler that had nof been insrected for thr
years; in fact, ever since the bmln“ way
erected. In muning fields and outside camps
they had amateur engine-drivers who tnouvhh
they could drive an engine when thers was
no inspe:stion, but that was ~fraught with
serious danger. e hoped the matter would
be brought under the notiss of tha inspector
of machinery, and that that beiler would he
inspected.

. Mr. MURPHY (Croydon): He had not
intended to speak at all on the vote but for
the remarks of the hon. member for Bowen

[Me. Ferricks.

3y af-‘"r
Ieing w8 I X
v»ardcn on the I‘theudg@ ()oioﬁeu\, and tnme
were many o: d fos s in that district to-
day who spoke vars kindly of the assistance
nch Mr. d guve thom rhen he
vas warden. 5o far as he had b'\nn able to
2 ‘C“lfdl'n no wardea hdd over ende ared him-
13 ro the ourside poylhauon ns the pressnt
Undoer Secmul‘ lO" \UL: : udd dene. {Hear,
Te considered that : cdonald
thmw possible to advance the m-
the sy should not blame him be-
1id not do 0\"' thing that mining
«l. The TUader Becrets ¥ owoes
the 21ir ;sh) and by the (vo~
had o certain smount of
snd he had to divide that
oid aznel other mineral fislds

NMacdonaid,”
3

amonegst all the
in the State.
My, Turovore: We

LIv. MURPUY @ Thes n,igrht be p m)awd
to give him ove, bt they not iy the
position '.<> i T
Goyve rume
bou b\' hi :
wae unfair to bx anie the
not doing things that i
him to do with the mones
1. The hon. mewmber for Bow
thiat the Under fecrefary v
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Mr. ¥Erricxs: He has not enocuch energy.
Mr. MURPH He put plonfv of encrgy

into his reports,
with the 1
Mines in any

which compared favourably
S US! S r‘romncs for
i e of the Com-
monwealth. . id had done rough
work on the mining fields, and had been
through the office; he ha d \)(‘Ml an excellent
nd nothing cou 11 he said a
ho had beon TUnder Socr e*n
7 mbered when he was fm')omtvd b
Phi Minister for Mines
Dawron, Duusford,
the Tabour paity

con-

n
ulated the

: nister for making the ap
pointment.  With regard to the a2ge lin
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was ped C :
bers of the s nart: that he be
el ()ﬂ}"] emplo: wis

of 1‘Ht that he recelv
T.abour mombes
in i o tha old-aze prov sion,
onld not enfore~ it in this cn
R RATLWAYS: Ho can ba
car to year for five yoars.

MURPIIY: Fe did not know if he
would cone bask to the House after the noxt

ard

eleetion, but he hoved that if he did Mr.
Macdonald would still be Under Secretary
for Rinoe. (Hear, hear!)

Trzor.-Coroxn,. RANKIN (Burrem): Ie
would like to say a few words on the Mines
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for desp «inking and cxploration
[9 p.m.] work, and ther sonld be sura to

get a qood return for ‘hﬂ monges
oxpended upon it e was< amusnd in lisisn-
ing te some speakers tallking about the in-
spection of mines. he Mines Department
had to Lo judged by results, and if ‘mvl)o!v
toolk the trouble to turn up pare 2 of thn
Mincs Report they would sce the niumber of
aceidents for the vear—
‘“The death rate per
ploved "in 1910 was, in metalliferous m.m‘
1.45; in coalmines, 1.64: in =all i
cluding mills and reduction works), 1.1

He submitted that these figures showed that
very careful attention had been paid to the
various mines.

Mr. THEODORE: That is no criterion,

Ligur.-Coronrr RANKIN: It was a dis-
tinct criterion; it compared very favourably
with the figures obtaining in other States.

Mr. WiINSTAYLEY: There are as many acci-
dents this vear as there were six years ago,
with 4,000 more men employed.

1,000 perssns em-
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Lievt.-Coroxer RANKIN: We compared
very favourably with oiher \)cople. and thai
was the stand lard to go by. They Lpew that
as mining advanced greater risks had to be
adopted. Many fattors camie into considera-
tlou, and ke was suve it wes not the fault of
our Iy ctors; but the percentage of ac
dents was comparatively low. Coming back
to the question of coal. there was some
assistance given for the first time to develop
the coalficlds in his clectorate.

Mp, WixsTANLTY: How much was it?

LierT.-Corower  RANKIN: The actual
amount expended in the Howard distriet
was £500, in Torkanlea district £255, so that
it had been fairly well distributed; but he
did not think that that was rufficient. In
to-night's Aaryberough Clronicle he noticed
the Torbanlea corvespondent guetsd these
figrves—

“In the early part of last year, Mr. J. C.
Bellert put do=mn a hand bare, 109 feet, on his
property at Burgowan, and in one of my ro-
ports I stated that he bored threuph a soni of
eoal 4 feet thick, and some people abused me
at that time for #uch an absurd re-
port. It will bo remembersd that Bir. Bellert
afterwards pui down a =mall trial shaflt at

distance north-¢a=t of ths hand bore, and
% the sonm at o . It was then about
s=t 6 inches or 2 feet 9 inches thick. He
reards put in tunn2l on fto the coal,
re the <enm inches, and

2 fect 8

i 1[ “mwd br 4 fret
had put
ine time
higzer,

et it in the ho
the time he re
down the bors, but Te can
in vain, a= thc soom  did

rve he

et o
though ha was 12 niearer to  the
b'\n Still be nntsd, but perse-

v eres 1 until fore last the seam

incnes, znd abeout the
3 fe >t 9 inehes thmk

congratr s .

W'I)er nolv ,7001 man like Bdlir.
Bellert g this large sum of

moxmy over coal which 1

betwcen Torbanlea and Pia ba, it was dusir-
able that ‘r i Government should oxtend
some as to make sure that the ex-
p.oratlou ¥ had boen completely carriesd
out. Ho Would like to refer to the repori
of the Mining Commission. He had gone

through the greatar portion of it very care-
fully, and the department were to Vs con-
gratulzted not wnly on the veport but also
on the sfactory manner in which they
had ecsrried out their work, and perhaps
even more so on the fact that they had ’“of
discoversd that that great amount of miner
phthisis existed ~which they usad to hear so
very much about. He was pleased it was =0,
becauss the miner's life was not altogether
a hapny one, although in most cases it was
a fairly remunerative one, and those engaged
in this industry were only too anxious ihat
it should not only be profitable to individual
men employed, but that it should also be as
healthy and e} possible. He hoped that
it might be possible. on the qupnlmnonfarv
Estimates, to ses some increase in the amount
for desp sinking and also for prespecting
He aguain expresced his congratulations loth
on the nature of the renort and the manner
in which it was placed before them.

Mr. DOUGLAS (f’ook): It scemed to him
that cach vear they had much about the
same sum placed on the qu‘lma{o% for the
mining industry. Thev had hsen assured
by leaders of past (Governments—particu-
larly Mr. Kidston—that anything reaszon.
able in the way of assistance to mining

Mr. Douglas.]
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would be whether the amounts wero

on the K ov not. Iic had not got
up to lengthy remarks,” but, as
his fargely associated wwith

'? conme necessnry oo s
hough ho <

S0:n0-
not intend for a
momert to work what was ferined the
“parish pumin””  He should like to con-
gratulate the Government on the able man-
ner in which the Under Secretary had =t
all times Jssued his report, which gave a lot
of valuable information and statistics, which
weie looked forward to mmuguom the
country with greater intarest every vear.
The departiient was execedingly efficiently
manned, fromm the Under qlcxeh down
The Under Seovetary was, in his opinion,
a moit eminentls suitable and qualified man
for this position, and he should be ¥
sorry to sece any change made. Mr. Mac-
dor‘ald sricnee in varicus  parts  of
(e »Lmdu"‘,m-ﬁcularl_\' the remote parts—
i+ his eapacity as warden, was of the great-
ost sorvice to the State,  Ile hoped there
would be no question of ruperseding him,
although he might possibly ko getting to-
wards the age limit, The mining industry,
taking it as & whole, had for seversl years

"

pa beenr soewhat in the background,
owing to the fact that the pasioral and

other industries in the State had been very
progressive. It was well known that in
vears gone by, when droughts had over-
3| “‘no country, the min industry had
a stand-by, and no doubt it weuld Lo
the future. We could not expeect so
dovelopmont 1 mining matters when
fo u; d an ountlet both for their labour

more prosperous indus-
the Btate durin ns, but
not tzke a po toew of the
t state of the i Lecause  he
» that it would revive, “and that wo
fater on inercase our ouipm‘ of gold
_He was pleased to

would
snd different minerals.

seo that the coalminin lookt
u e thought that we hsd in Queens-
lsnd 1s of coal which would be a great

r.atwm‘ asset. e did not want to say
snvthing about Q‘»“d*o batteries, but he no-
hud thut at a & cputation to the Ministor

for Mines some little further as I“ta'lC\ was
given wo a certain company or syndicate of
winers in the Etheridge district. Iie hoped
that that would meet with some result, be-
cause in the mining districts that were
being opened up, particularly in the new
, where there were no milling appli-
. 1t was very difficult to get stone
crushed until batterics were got on the ground,
and it was not always possible to arrange
for working miners who had perhaps very
little money to get people to bring along
the crushing batteries unless they gave away
a large share of their claims. IHe hoped
that this would lead to an extension of fur-
ther assistance, so as to give working miners
an opportunity at their own
mills. There was one foature in conncction
with the assistance of mining that he had
alwaxys advocated, and that was to provide
the eans of transit, particularly in the
way of constructing or keeping in repair
the roads. Fis disfrict was one of those
which had »o communication by means of
rajlwars or rivesrs, and they depended very
largely on the roads. During the last two
wet sensons the roads had been cut to pieces,
and inade Impassable sometimos, and the
shire council, which had to kecp several

[Mr. Douglas,
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thousand miles of road in repair, was na-

turally not in a gosd financial position, and
the expenditure of eu amouut from the
vote towards therse voads ve desir-

"He had

]
able in a district snch as the Coolk.
! n about in regard to the

ing to complai

glxcn in this direction, Dbecause
G’)\ nt had been very liberal. e
thou; ht some referenca had been made to

the Palmer field at
history second to
ngms]mm for

town, which had a
none, but it had been
a geod many vears pash
There wan a petition from that district to
build a ail\\'ay, but the difficulty was to
convince the Houss that the railway would
The Minisier for 3Alines, when he
ited the North, gave some assistance
which was very much appreciated in the
form of making a road from Laura to May-
town In a much more passable condition
than it had been for many yvears past. It
wa« a very steep asrent to XMavtown, and
the road was In verr bad repair, and ths
Minister pranted £1.000 fo put it in decent
order. There w "fiﬁﬁa{tiun for a large
sum of monev hring spent on this road, be-
cause o company hatt taken up the leases
at ilayvtown, and expended scveral thou-
sand pounds. The;: were only asking for
assisteuce to put the road in rvepair, and,
socmg that they were prepsred to take on
the work of deop sinking, it was only fair
to put the road in decent repair. Possibly,
at zome future date, 1f development took
place on that field, they would get an exren-
sion of the line from Lanra to Palmerville.
Railways running o miniug ficlds were very
often of a ,i]wUJ stive nature, and the line
to Ld.“"‘d na(‘ beon carried ¢ at a 70:5 for
sov

apy uccmnon of the

pmenie of th

for the o= had ceeoived in the
way of getti ng “their roads 1ep"1rod The
question of roads and mail facilitics werc

two of the most important factors in keep
11‘g in touch with thos se W ho were pioneer-
ing on the Northern mining fields. He was
very pleacea to sece an increase had been
granted in the salary of the Under Sccre-
tary, and he (Mr. Douglas) hoped that
gentleman would long continue the perma-
nent head of that department.

Mr. CORSER (Maryhorough): Appreciating
the value of the mining industry, as every
man must do who had resided in Quesnsland
when Gympie pulled the Btate out of financial
difficulties, he had always taken a very keen
interest in it ever since, and he was rather
disappointed that thele was no increase worth
speaking of in the salaries paid to geologists.
They were not paying their goologista the
saue rate as was paid elsswhere, and surely
it could not be argued as a reason for that,
that there was not sufficient work to he
done in Quecnsland, because no other State
in Australia, with the exception perhaps of
Western Australia, had aﬁythmg like the
amount of work to be done that Qucensland
had. With our enormons auriferous territory
in Qucensland we should get the hest mental
material, and pay the best price for it. He
belicved they had good material, from the
Under Secvetary down. They had a sym-
pathetic Minister, and the geologists he had
comz in touch with had impvessed him as
being good men and well up to their work;
and for those rcasons he hoped the Under
Secretary would see his way either on the
Bunplementary Fstimates, or, at any rate,
next year, to make provision for better salaries
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for the geologists and also for an increase
in the number. It must be gratifying to
notice the progress that had been made
generally in mining, notwithstanding that in
gold there had been a falling off. In Gympie
no less than 59,205 oz. of fine gold weve
produced in the year 1910. That was not as
much as was produced in previous years,
but with the information supplied by geolo-
gists there was likely to be better results
in the future. It was gratifying also to note
that the return for rcef gold from Gympie
and surrounding  districts amounted to
£250,852 o5 against Mount Morgan £245,149.
Then, again, there was room for investiga-
tion into the coal measures. The hon. mem-
ber for Burrum had referred to some recent
finds in his district. The Crown held very
large areas of land in that district that were
supposed to be coal-bearing, and he was
plea to learn that the Hon. the Minister
had recently given instructions for a thorough
myestigation of that country, Page 17 of the
mines report stated—

) *“The acutal quantity oi coal imported
curing the year is probably about 45,000 tons.”
Lhey knew that coke, to a large wxtent, was
being imported also, and therefore there
was great room for development in that
mdu , av any rate to enable them to pro-
duce from the ground the actual coal and
coke required for their own industries, and
there was no reason why, with the large
areas of land known to be eoal-bearing,
they should not be large exporters of that
article. As good coke had been made in tho
Burrum district as any thet had been im-
ported from the Southern ports. Ile would
like the Minister to see that the money paid
in aid to prospecting was better distributed,
and the only way in which it could he
better  distributed  would be by a better
lnowledge being available in the different
districts that had large arecas of auriferous
3 If tha clerk of petty sessions at
aces as Cayndah were furnished with
ars of tho assistance given to pros-
peetors, a good many people in that district
would go out, and it was » district that had
very large possibilitics. 1t would be of ad-

Q.

vantage if some little adverticement appeared -

in the local paper in Gayndah that money
was available for assistance in prospecting.

Mr, Corrans: They would get a, thousand
applicants in my district alone if the Govern-
ment advertised,

Mr, CORSER: What was the expenditure
ol a fow thousand pounds if they got another
Mount DMorgan, another Charters Towers,
or another Gympie? What had Gympie been
;olgueensland? It had been one of the lLest
ields.

Ar, Lezxxon: You must have been reading
the late Government’s advertisements in the
English papers to encourage immigrants.

Mr. CORSER : Possibly before the persons
who wrote those advertisements were in
existence, he knew all about those fields.

Mr. FERRICKS could not conceive how
hon. members, by any stretch of the imagina-
tion, could consider that he had made an
attack on DMr. BMacDonald, as had been
referred to by the hon. member for Burrum
and the hon, member for Croydon. He (Mr.
Ferricks) did not make an aftack on Mr.
Macdonald, ¥e just stated his opinion, and
as a representative he had a right to express
his opinion regarding any civil servant in

1911—-4 v

[11 OctoBER.]

Supply. 1489

the State. It was time Mr. Macdonald either
voluntarily or was compulsorily retired, because
he was not worth £800 a year, Ie knew all
the hon. member for Croydon had stated
about the value of Mr. Macdonald’s reports.
He (Mr. Ferricks) had read Mr. Macdonald’s
reports with a great amount of interest for
the last fiftecn years, and having had eight
or nine years’ experience of niining, he held
he was in a position to judge of the value
of those reports, Iic admitted they were
valuable, so much so that he had sent copies
of the last reports to friends in New Guinea,
in New South Wales, .and in Western Aus-
tralia. But taking the report, what did it
amount to? It amounted to fiftcen or sixteen
pages of ordinary comment which might be
produced by any mining newspaper man.
It was reallr an annotation or summary of
the wardens’ reports, and that service was
pot werth £800 a year to the Government
of Queensland.

Licut.-Colonel
does?

Mr, FERRICKS: That was all that was
claimed by the hon, mecmber {or Burrum.

Mr. Mureay: I claimed he did more than
that.

Mr. FERRICKS: Mr. 2acdonald should
Le up to date, and he was not up to date re-
garding the mining indusiry in Queensland,
despite the fact that he was an old warden
and had experience of every mine in Queens-
land.  Hon. members knew that the con-
ditions on mining fields changed, and that

the conditions of ten years ago,

[9.30 p.m.} when Afr. Macdonald was senior
«arden, did not hold good to-day.
Under Secre-

Raxxix: Iz that all he

=

Ilis contention wes that the

tury of the Mines Depariment should go abont
the country., It was more neccssary that the
Under Sacretarics should travel over the
State than it wes that Ministers should do
so, for when Ministers visited different parts
of Qucensland they were clectioneering.

Mr. LeExxow: Or junketing.

Mr. FERRICKS: Or junketing; but when
an Under Sccretary went out he was out
for knowledge. During the last recess he
saw no less than four Under Scerctaries up
North, and he had reason to know that the
knowledge they picked up during their tra-
vels was of more advantage to the North of
Queensland than all the junketings of Min-
isters during the last twenty vears. fle con-
tended that the work done by Mr. Mae-
donald in compiling his annual report did
not justify an increase of £160 in his salary.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 1 think the
hon. member is going a little too far. He
is not in order in discussing the salarv of the
Under Secrctary on this vote. That question
was disposed of in the previous vote, and
the hon. member is not in order in discussing
it again on the vote before the Committee.

Mr. FERRICKS: He held that the Under
Secretary was the chief of the wardens of
Queensland, because he had jurisdiction
over all wardens and over all goldfields.

The SecreTaRY POR MINES: He has not the
jurisdiction of a warden.

Mr. FERRICKS: It would be better for
mining if he had.

The bell indicated that the hon. member’s
time had expired.

Mr. FERRICKS: He had five minutes
more. He contended that the Mines Depart-

ment wanted shaking up. It was running

Mr. F erricks.]
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the Agricultural Department close for the
cap of the sleepy department. The report,
which is was contended justified the increase
of £100 a year to the Under Secrctary, could
be turned out by any up-to-date mining
journalist at £200 a year.

Mr. MurrHY: You might apply the same
argument to other Under Secretarics.

Mr. I‘ERRICKS It might be applied to
other Under Secrctaries, snd he would deal
with other Under Sccretaries when they
came to them.

The CHAIRMAN :. Order! TUnder Secre-
taries are not now under discussion, and the
hon. member will not be in order in rofer-
ring to them.

Mr. FERRICKS: Coming back io Mr.
Macdonald, he would remind hon. meumbers
that this was the era of young men in com-
mercial, legal, theological, and other walks
f life. This was the time of the new school,
and elderly gentlemen who had passed the
best years of their scrvice were taking a
back seat, and the State had no right to re-
tain the services of peopls who were not
carning their salaries. The Under Secre-
tary of this departiment was not earning his
salary or anything approaching it.

Mr, D. HUNTER rose to a point of order.
‘Were they discussing the Under Secretary’s
salary, which had already been passed by the
Commlttee, or were they not?

The CHAIRMAN: I have drawn the at-
tention of the hon. member to the fact that
he is not in order in discussing the Under
Secrctary’s salary, and if he persists in the
course he is following I shall have to deal
with him.

Mr., FERRICKS: There was no question
raised as to an infringement of the Standing
Orders when other members referred to the
Under Secretary and his work. He held, as
he had already said, that the Under Secre-
tary was the head of the wardens, and that
he had a perfect right to refer to his office
and to the emoluments he received. Once
more he said that the present Under Secre-
tary should be compulsorily retired, if he did
not voluntarily do so. With wrrald to what
the hon. mcmber for Woothalata had said
about miners’ phthisis, and the statement of
the Minister that people in the early stage of
the disease were not visibly aﬂected he
wished to say that that all depended upon
she vietim’s physique. The other day he met
a mate of his in Brisbane. The man looked
as well as the Chairman did, and when he
told him (Mr. Ferricks) that he had come
from the Dalby Sanatorium, where he had
been for twelve months, and that he was re-
turning there, he was more surprised than he
could express. 1t was quite evident that a
man’s state of health could not be gauged
by his outward appearance. At any rate,
he trusted that the Minister would make it
more widely known that victims of this
scourge could go to the Dalby Sanatorium
at the first indication of the disease.

The bell indicated that the hon. member’s
full time had expired.

Mr. COLLINS: With regard to the re-
marks made by the hon. member for Bowen
concerning the Under Secretary of the Mines
Department, he thought it would be a sorry
day for the House if members were to be de-
barred from criticising an Under Secretary
simply because they came into contact with
him in the performance of their duties as

[Mr. Ferricks.
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representatives,  Iie was not golng to kow-
tow to any Under Secretary or any AMinister.
He had been sent into Parliament as a repre-
sentative of the people, and he had equal
rights and privileges with Ministers or Under
Secrevarios. buopoam an  Under Secre-
tary was polite to members, what did we
pay him £800 a year for? The people of
Queon%land paid his salary, and when he
went to an Under Secretary’s office he ex-
pectesd to be treated as a man.

The CHAIRMAN: Ovrder! The question
before the Committec is that the sum of
£23,381 be granted for “ Goldfields.”

Mr. COLLINS: Well, getting away from
that question, he wished to say a few words
with reference to a quot tation” made by the
hon. member for MMoreton from the report of
the TUnder Secrctary, out of which the hon.
member made a litile capital with respect
to the Itheridge Goldfield. The quotation
was as follows:—

* Altogether 150 mines c¢ontributed to the

total gold vield, = aguinst 120 in 1809 ; and,
rougzhly speaking, 609 men were enszaged in
goldmining, besides 284 in mining for mine-

rals other than gold. No dividends were de-
clared, and calls made 2:mounted to £3,628.
From that quotation persons outside might
think that the Eiheridge field was a failuve.
Yet just a few lincs before that it was stated
that—

*“The Oaks hse had a prosperous year, and
seems iikely to be egually succesaful this year.”
He found that Mr. Fleicher Young, in his
evidence befere the Mines Commission, stated
that at that time there were only twenty
men engaged working on wages on the Oaks,
and it would be apparent to anyone who knew
anrthing about mining that, where there were
150 mines snd 600 men were cmployed, that
was an average of four men to each mine,
which showed that the bulk of the mining
carried on on the ¥theridge was done by
miners who were not working for wages.
Some men carned &£1,000 last year on the
Etheridge.

An HonNoURABLE 2izuBrER: ¢ Boodle.”

My, COLLINS: The hon. member who
made that interjection thought that every
man who carnced £1,008 in a year was a
" boodler,”” but he could tell the hon, member
that plenty of men who earned £1,0600 or
£1,500 In. a year were es big democrats as
the man who was now talking.

The bell indicated that the hon. member’s
time had expired.

Mr. BRESLIN (Port Curtis) agreed wnh
those members who had spokon in apprecia-
tion of the Mines Department. IHis experi-
ence of the Mines Department had been
very favourable indecd, and he considered
it one of the best departments with which
members had to deal. Leaving out the ques-
tion of Mr. Macdonald’s age, he held that
the salary of the Under Secretary had only
been brought into line with those of other
Under Sccretaries, and therefore that mem-
bers could not complain, The hon. member
for Bowen made a very good suggestion
when he stated that it would be a good
thing if Under Seccretaries travelled a little

more over the State. Hce (Mr. Breslin)
would go further, and say that the chlgf
clerk, Mr. Marshall, and other officials

should also travel. 1t had been said that
the officials of the Mines Department were
only office men, who knew nothing about
outside work. While there might be some
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justification for that, he mmust say that he
had always found the officials 1o have all
necesin information. $till, he considered
that it would be a good ﬂ)iug that either
Mr. Macdonald or Mr. 3asshall should be
travelling about the State while the other
was in the office in Brishane. Queensland
was & big place, anq the mining areas were
in the North an Ceatre, and it would be
to the benefit of the State and the Mines
Department if one of its officers were tra-
VOH]Dg, in addition to the Chicf Inspector
of Mines. The hon. member for Burke
raised the point about the warden at Glad-
stone getting more salary than the warden
at the Itheridge. He did not kunow any-
thing about the Etheridge. but he could say
that the warden at Gladstone earncd cvery
penny of salary that he got. He had a big
district to look after. and he travelled over
it as much a% he could. He was also police
magistrate thou‘.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES:
old. and that is
Lon. member for

He is getting
a crime in the cxes of the
Bowen.

Mr. BRIESLIN: The

hon. member for
Burke comparcd the

salaries of the two

men. The warden at Gledstone had to visit
Many Pesks also, and he thought it was

time that & mining registrar was
at Many Peaks. Ile could
clerk of petty sessions.
many eoxcmptions

stationed
also act as
There were too
granted to mining com-
panics in his distriet. He was told that
at Glaseford Crenk one company had eight
yvears of excraptions in cloven years. Re-
cently the warden at Gladstone refused to
grant an cxemption to thiz compuny, but
they were able to get exemption in Bris-
bane from the Mines Department. e had
no objection to companies that had spent a
lot of money being allowed exemption to
enable them to get more capital, but in
sore instances there were companies that
ch practically mothing, only scratched ths
surface, and yet were granied exemptions.
The bw company at Glassford Creek opened
up one iease called the Blue Bag, and spent
a lot of money on it. There was some justi-
ficntion for an exemption being granted to
them for that particular leaze. At »Iount
Hector the company had spent a lct of
money, and there was some justification for
an exemption there. The IIount Cannindah
Company had practically dismantled their
works, and he failed to sce why any fur-
ther exemption should be given. He claimed
some assistance in the way of providing
portable batteries for his district. They
saw in the warden’s report a reference
to the Tableland, which was not very far
from the sea coast, but it was over bad
roads. The Georgiana Ixtended lease
there crushed B00L tons for a return of
965 o0z. 12 dwt. 2 gr. of gold, but it was
situated in a most inaccessible place. The
last 13 miles of the road to the Table-
land was so bad that it took six hours to
traverse it by coach. It was difficult to get
supplies and materials there and to get the
product away. The vote for roads and bridges
should be specially extended for places like
that. The mecun at the Georgiana had done
their best and made a little money out of
it, but such a field wanted the assistance of
a State battery. A man had a battery there,
but it is stated in the warden’s report that
it cost £1 Is. a week for firewood to run
it.  The QCeorgiana owners then put their
.capital together and bought a battery of
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their own, and they erected a suction gas
plant which only cost them 2s. 6d. a week
for charcoal. On a ficld like that the Go-
vernment should give some assistance to
enable the claims to be proved. IHe was
carprisad that the Minister granted a l;easae
1o a sindicata for the Callide Coalfield,
“of opening it as a State mine.

Te remembered when the first syndicate

proved the field and got a Railway Bill
through Parliament; but for reasons of
their own they did not go on Wlth it.

Since he had come into the House he had
benn sdvocating for the Minister to take it
over &s a State “coalfield. Thcre were several
paragraphs in the report :sued by the
Mines Department which he would read.
They were as follows:—

“ The syndicate hag leascs c’«\vering.Z.SSO
acres of ¢ountry, and has proved the exiviense
of coal over the whole area by sinking shafts

“ The trouble is thers is so much coal }hat
many persons think it ¢ wnet be true. W h.‘ n
Ar.  Baunds,  late Covernment Geologist, in-
spected the propevtv in 1891 he 1‘0‘)01‘th that
up to the time of
e thickaess of 21

ml ne-halt of this as avail-
Ahle, he s+ the total weight of avall-
able « ‘ ,000 000 tons, and he added

that I:A(Ao was suffivient to last 180 yeurs, with
an annual output equal (e the® of the whole
of the colony =t the tiwre when he wrote.

“ Fines Mr., Rands’ i new shaits have
been sunk and old shafte with the

deepencd,

result that the guantity of coal exposed is at
Jeast twice what it wes known to be in 1901,

I

Following the extsusicn of time allowed
py Parliament for the construction of the rail-

way, T(‘pn were taken r Tds testmg the
coal, and a bulk shipn i of mome 52 fons was
ot ot pad testad on bo rd FLM. 5 “Toreh,”
‘:n Novembsr, 1903,
“he inllowing are p ticulars of this test

in the Quecnslund Governmund
sl of ]anudry, 1904 :—

as  published

Aiming Jot
“TesT oF CALLIDE Crupk COML.

“Tre wardsen of Glac tone {Mr. Jas. Brace-

welly ha warded to th “ines Department

a copy of the official V“eport JI the test rev )ptly

made of Callide Crezk conl on ILM.S. * Torch.’

arden B A well, in a mema. oo anying
the report says :—“Th\ #oal uced was taken
from No. 3 qh situate on mineral lease No.

54, swhere th
thickness and the s
I am intormed about .)0 tons was taken out at
a depth of about ()a feet, but, on aC“ount of the
heavy water, apera ad to cease here, and

s 45 feet in

the balance of the engl, 25 ton#, was takcn out
45 feet, a

at o depth of
acress the &

“RINGTE ¢ primed and topped
in the usunl manner. Tire bary were spaced
in the usual way for Australian coals. Steam
was raised without difficulty in the usual time.
No difficulty was experiencsd in maintaining
a constant supply of steam at full power.

“ Coal burns readily, cleanly, and quickly;
a fire of mcdium thickness gave best results.
The coal is of a peaty or woody nature. There
is no swelling or sticking together in its
burning, but each piece burns independently to
the end. Ash and dirt formed aftsr steaming
two hours at full power at the bottom of the
fires; this was easily removed by prickers
made of suitzble lengths, so that they could
not disturb the generali body of the fires.
Ashes were of a fine nafure, but no trace of
unconsumed ¢onal was found among them. A
slight clinker formed aiter twentry-four hours’
steaming. This was eaxily removed, and the
amount was inappreciable.

“ Nothingz detrimental has
smoke-boxes, uptakes, or funnel.

“No undue temperature was registered in
the stokehold or backs of boilers. This coal

M. Breslin.]

ging being put

occurred to



was used to the amount of 7 tons for auxiliary
pPurpos=g in one hoiler, with only half the grate
areq i ure. No diffieulty was cxperienced in
any way in maintaining a censtant
steam.

“The amount of Callide ¢
plied to ship s 35 to it
been ronsumsd; the réemaining 3 tons
in the ship.

“{E) H. T 0. MiLLez, Commender,
“sd)y gL viss, Art. Engind or.”

“The next sction taken in connec'ion with
: field appears to huve besn an ¢dfictal ex-
nation with a view of further Dori # and
ting, and the following is from =2 copy of
the Teport in connection with the matter by
. L. C. Ball, Assistant Gevernument Geolo-
gist, who made the inspectien in December,
1905 :—

“As a result, T have come to {lo conclusion
tl'lat the field is even more extensive than pro-
visionally mapped by Mr. Rands, and that it
continues perhups almost to Ibirnie,

“ Work Done—~The shaits are soeven in
numbsr—all, exesnt No. <+, on the banks of
cereclis, and they were sunk—aiir. Gity, on=a of
the prospectors, assared mo— tirely ot hap-
I_mzar!l From my ows obwer rations, 1 think
it very wrobable that the conl struck in shafts

k cosl

: SUp-
St tons have

are still

(tar;‘ 12 them from west to e 1) 7, 8,1,
2, L snd 5 is one and the oo ity and
furt_he?, from Mr. Rlain’ urvey, that No.
6 =halt ol the continuation of thai seam.

st {0 west is 2

The extent proved from o
wiles, and from norih io

* The seam haw besn proved {in No. 7
at 181 feet SUrLnc

B M Toreh e
wiich the seant was .

d he
Further, No. # shoaft
creek, and coal at suol

in sueh a location
lected b
have heen £noinieps
If a test sample were

s

depth
been
“fore,

#oIs cweing distant
resulis would be ob
That looked sn ideal place for ate coal-

wn

The Dawson tests were not sucoessful
vets the boring plant was kept theve, al-
t%loug}l they were promised by the Xinister
tnat it would be removed to the C
- The bell indicated that the hon.
ber’s fime had expired.

Mr. BRESLIN (continuing): The WMinis-
ter promised the previous Chamber of Com-
mexreo that no lesses would. be granted
b\m}(‘)}“c the bormg plant had been sent to the
Callide so that 1% could be properly tested.

The SECRETARY TOor MiIxks: The promise
was never made hy me.

Mr. BRESLIN: He was told that the
promise was made. Yet the Minister granted
16 to o syndicate,

The Secrurany ror Mixes: I could not tie
up a great field like that.

Mr. BRESLIN: The boring plant should
have been brought from the Dawson to the
Callide long ago, and it should be worked
as a State oalfield, but the Minister gave
4 square miles of lease to g syndicate,

The SeCRETARY ForR MINES: It was not a
lease; it was a license that they wrre
granted. It is all according to the regula-
tions and the Act.

Mr. BRESLIN: There were many things
done that were not according to the Act and
the regulations—for instance, the exemptions
that were granted. (Hear, hear !}

The SecrETARY FOR MINES: Vou had your
opportunity when the Act was going through
last year.

Mr. MULLAN : It was gagged through, and
we could not get in any of our amendments.

[Mr. Breslin.

mem-
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Mr. BRESLIN: The Callide Field was very
extensive, and he was still hopeful that they.
would have it a» a State coalfield. He was
speaking to Mr. Otty, the priacipal pros-
pector of that field. ¥ie had told him last
Monday that on this side of the ranse at
Collet Creck they would find coal. The field
was very extensive. Even if the Minister
had seen fit to grant these licenses or leases
on that field ho was hopeful that he would
bring the plant over.

The SHCRETARY FOR MINES:
arranged for.

Mr. BRESLIN: Would he bring it down
the range to Collet Clreek?

The SECRETARY FOR AN He is going to
bring 1t dewn where Mr. Ball recommends
the bore should be carried out. N

Mr. BRESLIN: The hon. wmember for
Burke asks if the DMinister® will give instruc-
tions.

That is all

The SecrRETARY FOR Mixps: It will be
according to the recommendation of the
geologist. tle has got his instruciions to go

over tho whole of the field. The portions for
which the livenscs have been granted have
been prastically desided. We wanl to examine
that portion of the field that has not been
tested,

Ar. BRESLIN was nct objecting to this
field being opencd up by a company, pro-
vided the comypany were going to work it

The district had been abeolutely

[10 p.m.] cursed in the past by leasss being

grauted and tien being tied up.

There woere nurabers of people who would
have tuken up lesszeos in varvious parts and
W d th if the ad had the chanece, but

had bern tica up. He knew

teenecs of these 4 square miles had
granted, and wore had been applied
people who were going to dutemy it
watil they saw sotee ope o place.
The HECRETARY FOR MINE
turther applilcations.

Mr. BRESLIN trusted that the Mintsrer
uld see that the ficld was fully tested, and
the plant brought down to Collet Creck, and
thet they would have a coalmine there. The
report he had quoted from showed that you
could not beat the Callide in all Queensland
for a Btate coalmine. Then at Gladstone
ther had the best harbour in Queensland,
and, perhaps, in Australia.

The bell indicated that the hon. member’s
time had expired.

My, BRESLIN (continuing): He had b
shipping men sszy that Gladstone Harbour
was easicr to go inte than Sydney. The
field would only be about 40 miles from Cal-
liocpe, on the Bosne Valley line. If the
coul was found on Collet Creck there could
be no false alarm raised about engincering
difficuities. There would be the Calliope
Vallev to run through, and the coalmine
would be at the foot of the range. He had
been told that it was foolish to advocate this
just now, for the Dawson Valley line might
be carried on to Callide because the Dawson
Valley State mine was not too promising.
It might be carried on to the Callide, but
he did not think there was any fear of that,
beeause the distance would kill it. He
hoped to hear in the near future that the
Minister had seen fit to proclaim a State
coalfield on the Callide. It was not because
it was in his district—as a matter of fact,

s
=
13

There arc
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he understood a good deal was cub out of
his eleciorate. but he happened to know a
good deal about it, having lived all his life
in the district.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: He
thought it a regrettable incident that the
matter of the capability of the Under Scere-
tary was Introduced into thi: discussion.
After three wyears’ experience he knew ne
morc capable, active, or cxpericnced man—no
man more fitied to undertake the duties and
responsibilities of Under Secretary for Mines
—than ths present holder of the office.

TToNOURABLE MEruBERS: Hear, hear!

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: A man
of the ripest experience—experiencs which

covered the whole of the State of Queensland
—whose mind was cvenlv balanced, and who
extended to everyone who came into contact
with him in connection with th» work ¢f the
department that justice which was so essen-
tiul and necessary in the administration of
the dines Department
Mr. LOLLINS. No one said to the contrary.

The STECRETARY FOR MINES: Wel
then, therc appeared to be amongst cer-

tain members on the other side a feeling that
oid age was a crime.

MavGuax: No fear; and Opposition

The SECRETARY FOF

2 MINES: If that
was 50, why was it sugges

that if the
Tnder secretary would not

resive  volun-
tarily then he should be compulsorily retired,
the only objection to the Under Scerctary
being that he had attained a coriain e?
He liad not heard that he lacked activitr or
that his sense§ were failing. but simply be-
cenuse he had reached a certain age appar-
ently—he did not know whether it was parh
of the policy of members on that side-

IIr. LzxNoN: You know it i3 not.

i

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Why
should the deputy leader of the Opposition

sit silent and hear his supporters
OrrosiTioX interjections and dissent.
Mr. MAUGHAN rose to a point of order.

~ The SECRETARY FOR MINES: What
is the point of order? (Laughter.) When

anything was said on this side whirh touched
membiers on that side, the hon. gentleman
listened silently to his supporters bringing
such Charwos —

Mr. LeEnxox (shouting):

Ths SF”RLT_XR{
shouting) : Such charges

Mr. LenNox  (shouting): No
(Laughter.)

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (shout-
ing): Such charges against such a worthy
and respected officer as the Under Seeretary
for Mincs, and attempted, as the deputy
leader of the Opposition did. to drown his
(Mr. Appel’s) voice. (Laughter) Revert-
ing to what he was saving before the hon.
gerﬁleman by his unser*nly interruption at-
tempted to drown his voice, it appeared
that hon. members on that side regarded 1t
as a crim

My. LENNON : Nothing of the sort.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: That a
man :zhould have reached a certain age, and,
having reached that age, should be ¢ast upon
the scrap-hean.

Mr. MAUGHAN:
“Jash’?

No charges.

FOR MINES (also

charges.

Are you looking for
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The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Ile was
quite willing to take it and to give it back
again.

My, LEnxoX: You will get it back again.

he SRCRETARY FOR MINES: So far
¢35 he was concerned, it would be by standing
up for that which was right, and he con-
sidered that it was right and just that he
should stand up for an officer whose only
crime, apparently, in the oyes of certain
members was that he had reached a certain
age, and the\uoro shiould retire or be com-
pulsory retived and cast upon the serap heap.

Iy, Ryay: You enforee that rule in the
Iower positions, you know.

Mr. Lpxyox: The lengthsmen are turned
don’t forget that.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: In the
stolehole of the “Otter” is a man who is
beyond the age limit, but who is capable of
carrying out his dutics. Year after year I
roguest “the Public Bervice Board to contint
hlm in the service. Thai reguest Is alwws
acceded to.

Mr. Turopore: The Covernment consider
it a crime in some cascs for a man to he old.

The ‘sT( RETARY Y¥OR MINES: Tt

socmed also to he an \‘\Aldf)}({il’}&l”_\' thing that

after he had made it clear, when the Hsti-
mates wove discus-cd last wear, that cwing
0 o l)»‘lmﬂmm eorror Mr. Macdenald’s
incrc\ v of 2100 did not so appear, and
althoush he had cexplained it when these

imaies were being  discussed last week,

members = culd continuce to talk of it az an
inerease fov this year. e hoped there
would be no further 1 onception wo far as

=

mat was concorned. The hon. member for
; mph di ed the matter of the geo-
logist’s branch. Undoubtedly #he geologist’

at the sanie t
had carried lerable investiga-
tions in the Fiheridge. v, Rfarks had car-
vind out a very careful geological survey,
and all his maps and 1(\])01%» were bomo
prepared, snd the ohject was not alone the
carrzing cut of thai ular survey, but

branch had been v

where Tand geole s not required for
niining purposcs was suitable for
Pﬁ‘lo-m‘nf inv could be made so
that those wntxon\ of land might bhe sur-

rendered to the Lands Depariment for the
purpose of closer scttlement.  Miners would
fhus be able to take up a pieen of land where
their families might settle, and which, in
case of the industry not prospering, they
niight use for the purpose of wmaking a Hveli-
hood. A similar geological in f~f‘gat1on Wus
being carried out at (tmnmb Towers for the
purpose of ascerfaining what ])01‘t1(\n of the
coldficld reserve might be surrendered to the
Lands Department Tor the purpose of closer
go’rﬂo'nent.

Mr. MTULLAN :
people of Chartess
Eumorra Lakes.

The SECRETARY TFOR MINES: He
was not conceraned in that matter. He was
d}~0u sing the action which had been taken
by the Mines Department, and he simply
‘ished fo give hon. members the informa-
fion as to what was actually being done
by the geologists of the department.

My, WivstaxpeEy: I hope vou won’t furn
the reserves over to the Lands Department.

The Premier allowed the
Towers to be robbed of

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: It had
only been n;cntion(& in the Committee

to- n;ght by members on both sides of the

Hon. J.G. Appel.]
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Ilouse that under the mining laws persons
were able to take up large areas cf land
not

as homcstead leases, which they were
required to reside upon, and it was des
able in councetion with such settlement that
they should be compelled to reside upon
thoso areas, and it was onlv under the pre-
ferential clauses of the Lend Act that that
courie could be carried out, and it would
be so carried out In conncction with any
land which was now offered to that depart-
ment for the purpose of settlement. It was
very necessary that thev should add to the
strength of the Geological Survey Depart-
ment. The matter was now under considera-
tion with the permancnt heads of the de-
partment, and he had not the slightest
doubt that a recommendation would be
made to the Cubinct that it was essential
that another geologist be appointed. In
thet respoet he might mention that the ser-
\'ICLS of the department were in request, not
alone in cormocfmn with mining matters,
but also in convaoction with the water supply.
At the present, Mr. Dunstan’s services wer
being availed of in the Burnecit, whers,
owing to the dry weather enndifions, there
was a shortage of water. The request was
made that he should inspeet and report as
to the possibility of w ater being discovered

under the surfacs in cortzin portions of that
district, and he . Appel) imvmediate
nade his scvvices available for that p

po That being so, it was considersd thut
the strength of the department should bo
added %o, and he felt quite satisfied that,
if the rccommendation was made to his col-
leagues, it would be accepted and adopted
by thém. The hon. member furthermore
drew attention to matters in connection with
the Scottish Gympie Goldimine. The hon.
member had already drawn the attention
of the department to the matter of employ-
ing long ladders in connection with stoping
operations. At the time of his last visit to
that mire the length of the ladders did not
exceed 10 feet or 12 feet, but the hon.

men-
ber said they had now been increased to
something like 40 feet. Instructions had

been given to the inspector to inspeet and
report on_ the matier, and hon. members
could feel satisfied that if any ‘danger
existed to those who were working in that
mine, action would be taken to cause that
method to be discontinued. The hon. moem-
ber also brought up the question of com-
petent persons being allowed to make the
necesss plans. That insiruction had
alread been given to the warden ab
Gympie, and a similar instruction would be
given to the wardens and mining registrars
throughout the State, so that there would
be no question as to thoss who were per-
mitted and were competent under the Act
to carry ount the nccessary surveys. The
hon. member suggested that the minring sur-
veyors should be permitted to carry out
that private work. Fe must confess that he
was not in favour of that. It was not a
wise thing that the officers of the depart-
ment should be permitted to take up private
work for which they would receive fees, and
later on to act oflicially in the matter. Tho
officers of the department should be abso-
Tutely 1ndonendcnt of the public, and, being
of that opinion, he could not accede o the
request of the hon. member in that connee-
tion. In reference to the remarks of the
hon. member for Burke with regard to the
warden at Gladstone receiving a larger
salary than the officer at Georgetown, the

[Hon.J. G. dppel.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.

reagon was that the officer at Gladstone
was one of the sonior officers In the service.
Officers who had done many years scrvice
in the Northern part of the State preferred
te go to the Southern part, and it had been
rogarded a reward for length of smvxco

The officer at Georgetown was a 3u'110r of-
ﬁmr, an excellent officer likewise, and no
doubt when he had the same 1cngﬂx of ser-
vice as the cfficer at Gladstone, he would
receive the same, if not a greater, salar:
than thuat officer.

Afr. Fouey: And if he gets the ear
Ainister.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES did not
think the hon. member was really honest
in that intericetion. Thke Mines Depart-
ment was the one department above all
others where merit told. In conncetion
with Mr. Thomas, one of the inrspectors who
had been promoted and had been transferred
to the Cloncurry distriet, that officer had
absoluszly no friend in the State, and yet

of the

bew his own merit and tact he had succeeded
in foreing himsclf forward in the dcpmt-
ment,  Merit, ana merit alone, was the test

in the Blines Department, and necessarily
50.
v, MoULLax:

The SECRET
tell the hon. nie mber that
in his experience and knowledge of
5 capable of undertaking the

" of any class of mine, \xhoth it
be gold or any other mineral. The junior
member for Charters Towers, in ads ocarmg
the claims of one of the junior inspectors,
expressed the opinion that H)@ officer was
nor recoiving sufficient remuneration.  That
was the remuneration that had been fixed
for jurnier mcnr‘cml, in the department. It
wag €0 : jcient amount for a

Is not his strong point coal?

RY FOR MINES: Let him

a man who was

m.,mr m,r'“‘i “nd if those officers, bx the
merit which thev exhibited, pros them-
colver to be capable officers, their salaries
would be proportionately increased: but he

strorgly advised any officer of that depar-
ment, 0¢ anr other department, that it would
be fal better for them, instcad of runmng
about and voicing their capabilitics to their
friends—it would be far better if they
showed to the permanent heads in the de-
partment that they rmerit an increase. The
deputy leader of “the Opposition urged the
matior of the department undertaking the
supply of portable batteries. Lnfonunatem
the expericnce of the department had not
led them to believe that portable batteries
were of that assistanco which had been urged
by hon. members on the other side.

Mr. LExyey: The departinent has never
tried porteble batterics.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: At Wol-
car they erccted a battery, and also 3t Her-
berton and Emu Creok and other places they
f:ad assisted £1 for £1 in connection with bat-
teries; and what had been the result?

Dir. WHITE: A vvaste of public money.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: An abso-
Iute waste of public money. The plants in
guestion had been abandoned, and to-day
they were lying rotting on the fields whers
they were put up.

Mr. MrurprY: DBut a portable
would be of azsistance to prospectors?

Mr. Lenvox: You have
able batteries.

battery

never tried port-
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The ST'CRE'11 ARY FOR MINES: The
hon. member spoke about a portable battery
as if it were a thing vou could hitch to a

team of four horses and drag it {rom one

place to another over rough IOM({D Did the
hoi. member think it could be transported
in  the wsame 1manner as a travelling

menagerie? . (Laughter.)  Iiad  the
neaaber ever scen a po“abl(‘ battery ?
Mr. LENYON ! Yes.

The SEC A\UL ARY FOR MINES: Then
how did the hon. moewmber propose to trans-
port it from one place to another? He could
u‘] advise the hon. member to get a hitus
wore information on the subj biect, and, having
got that information, he might speak a littie
more carefully on the question of portabis
batteries.  Did the hon. momber thnk ke
could put it a wheelbarrow and wheel it
from one camp to anothes
Wherever the Mines Depart
in that matter they were prepared to do ro.

! Lexyoyw: Wi
to reply ?

The "SECRLTARY FOR ZIINES: Ie
wonld point out that in conucction w 1th the
application which made by the repre-
sentatives of the m at Gaks Rusn, he
thought hon. members would admit that he
had met them fairly that matter, mfl had
made them a perfeetly fair and bus I

hon.

NS
il you give me five minutes

offer, which, if they ac A—pted, “oulu give
thein an opportusiy, under the most favour-

able conditions, of proving whether that was
the best method of assisting the mining in-
dust In conucclion with the remmarks
which were made as to the Phthisis UCommis-
sion, he hoad alresdy pointed out that the
Iicalth  Department were c¢xamining  the
different 10&11111 s, in particular on the Cen-
tral line, for the purpose of acquiring an
avea of Crown lands upon which a sanatorium
could be erceted.

My, THEGDORE:

Den’t yvou think Herberton

would bz a suitable place?

e SINU RPT ARY FPOR BIINES: Horber-
ton would be a very exee kn. p}ace but the
hon. member musi recollect that in that
matter they must be guided by their experts.

hey
At 10.30 a.m.,
The CIIAIRMIAZ waid: Under Standing
Order \o 306, I mwust now leave the chair,
and make my report to the Ilouse.
The House resumed, The (HAIRMAN re-

ported progresz: und the LOHIJ;.ILTCC obtained
ieave to sit again to-morrow

NAVIGATION ACTS AMENDMENT BILL.

RETTURNED FroM THE COUNCIL.

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of
a message from the Council, intimating that
they agreed to the amendment made by the

Assembly in this Bill.
LAND SURVEYORS ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.

INITIATION.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. L. H. Aacartney, Toowsng) moved-—

“ That leave be given to introduce a Bill to
amend the I.and Surveyors Act of 1908, by
providing for the <settlement of disputes be-

tween  contract surverors ond any Siate
departnient.”

VMr. LENNON: This apparently mild pro-

o
D
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posal may Le loaded something like the
Electric Light and Power Bill. It seems to
me an ex‘raoxdmary thing that a Bill should
be brought in to enable district surveyors to
settle their disputes with Government depart-

ments. I was not awarc that surveyors were
such a particularly troublesome class that
they were not able to settle their disputes

with the department or with anybody else.
Generally spenking, they are a well-informed
class of men, and I hope they are a well-
remunerated elass. I hope that the Minister
for Lands will really take the trouble to give
us a brief cxplanation of tho object of this
Bill. We are justified in asking that from
the Jlinister, and I fecl sure that he will
be willing to give us a brief outline of what
the Bill proposes to achieve,

The RECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
I kave no objection whatcever to give a short
explanation of the Bill. The mecasure is one
which has frequently been asked for by the
associated surverors of (Juecensland. There
are. tain matters in which differences fre-
quently arise between the Surveyor-General
and the surveyors with rezard to the scale
of fees and ailowances which are applicable
to particular work. The Surveyor-General
has endeavoured to do his duty fairly in the
matter in the direction of conserving the
revenue of the State, but his determination
has not alwavs given satisfaction to the sur-
veyors. The surveyors have felt that it would
be a fair thing thai bond fide' disputes be-
tween the Surveyor-General and themselves
should be submitted to a board of appeal
established somsewhat on the same lines as
the board of appeal given to railway ecm-
plovee That has been asked for on several
occasions, and the Bill now introduced is
brought forward in pursuance of a promise
¢iven in the past. 'There is a board consti-
tuted under the principal Act. That board is
constituted by a certain number of members
nominated by the Governor in Council, and
an cqual number nominated by the associated
surveyors themselves, with the Surveyor-
Geuneral as chairman. It is proposed by this
Bill to constitute the board in a similar way,
minus the Surveyor-General, whose position
on the hoard will be filled bv a police magis-
trate. The Bill is a very short one, and
practically comprises little more than I have
stated.

Ay, LENNON: Mr.

The SPEAKER:
has already spoken.

Speakur——-

Order! The hon. member

An HoxorrasLe AMeEmeer: Sc had the
Minister.
The SPEAKER: The Minister spoke a

second time in reply as the mover of the
motion.

Ar. RYAN (Barcoo): 1 understood the
Minister for Lands to say that this board is
to be in the naturve of the Railway Appeal
Board.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
thing of the kind. :

Ar. RYAN: The Railway Appeal Board
is for appeals acainst disratement and that
sort of thing., This, I understand, is for the
settlement of dl“p\}t(’% as to monetary pay-
ments,

The SECRETARY FOR PrsLic Laxps: Fees
and allowances.

Mr. RYAN: Surely fees and allowances are
arranged before the work is done.

Mr. Ryan.]

Some-
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: They
are according to scale, and a rule which will
apply to the physical conditions of one piecc
of country may not always fairly apply to
another.

Mr. RYAN: Well, I suppose we shall sce
the Bill shortly.

Question put  and passed.

FirsT READING.

The Bill was presented, rrad a first time,
and its second reading made an Order of
the Day for to-morrow.

PRICKLY-PEAR DESTRUCTION BILL.
INITIATION.
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS

moved—

“ That ths House will,
resolve it i
to onsid of the :
a« Bill to authorise the maki
far the freeing of Crowi
prickly pear, and i{or the
pasul of such land when
purpseszs in cennection therewiti.”

Mr. J. AL HUXNTER (Uararnoeuw):
that the Mini for T.ands rhouk
sowe information as to what thi
talus.

The Pred

sitting,
Whole
iy

ant or other d
#od, and for cther

I think
o us
con-

. ; § The proper tume for that
lllf()riﬂat’lo;} i to-morrow, when t il()‘lf‘}@

gosy into Committee.

1 T e % .
o Mirs Muriian: We will conduet our business
in our ocwn way.

: We do uot
Bill involw
e d a verv comprehonusive con-
solidated Lond Bill, dealing with ,v)rid\g*;-
pear cleaving snd other matters in conmostion
with frochiolds aud leaseholds. idere we Lave
the Minister for Lands, havdly warm in his
seat at the Lands Office, con down with
an amending Bill. Why, with rﬁo umb r;f
pear clauses in the Land ict passed last -
they should be tested first. There was he
time to put the clauses into force.
lands infested with pear under lease wrere
being sweatod, land that should be re-
sumed under the resumption provisions of
the Land Bill was not being resumed, and
here, if ons is to judse whar this proposal
contsins, there is & proposal to maks an
arrengemont—of conrse I am anticipating
the Bﬂl,'}lr. Speaker—hat from what I re d
he Bill here one of the preposals in it is
to mive away land or meke some agrecment
as toc the disposal of pear-covered lands.
Personally, I "object to bartering lands
whether to leaseholders or anv other holdm‘s:
for clesring pear off them. Ii that is what
the Bill proposes to do. . we should know
more about it before we go eny furthe: wiih
it. I do not s2e why we should waste thn
time of the House in co ~ring surh a pro-
posal as that. At any rate, ¥ thin! Fare
entitled to learn something about this mee-
sure. The Iouse gave a lot of time last
seseion_to the considerawion of land legisla-
tion. I thing. at lnast, that we ought N
that legislation an opportunify of being
tested, and sco if it is worth retaining or nob
before wo start amending it. If the Minister
has got some reason to give us as to why
it should be amended, he should not be
afraid to give it. TLet the House know seme-
thing about the proposal, and if wo like it

[Mr. Ryan.

J. M. 1
this  anx
Ol We Dass

what

<

~
Lrown

o

W
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we will not mind the Bill being printed. I
think that the House is entitled to ask for
that information.

The SPEAKER: I do not like to inter-
rupt the hou. member, but I would point out
that this is the stage where the House de-
cides the neecssity for going into Committre
to consider the desirableness of *introducing
the Bill. When the House goes into Coni-
mittee that is the time when hon. members
should say whether it is desivable to intro-
duce it or not.

Ve, J. M. HUNTER: I understand thas
tiie Houee is being asked for leave to go intu
Committer to consider the desivableness of
introducing such a measure, but I do rot
think that the Houss should -waste tine
g

soing iuto Committee to consider such a mea-
e unless we know what the proposal is
that we ere a ! to deal with. The Minister
should justif ssolution of this sort. So
fop as this resolution 1t concarned there is no
j ion for it whatorer from my point
The consolidating Land Bill which
1 asi sossion ments the case so far
The Minisier has not told
have not met the case, or if it is
1 oy woasurs of this sort.
vo ot heen fold envthing at all.  Here
i a olution on the paper, and the Minister
simply gets un and moves a resolution, ask-
ing u: whether ve will go into Comniittee to
consider the desirablencss of introducing the
mossure.  We do not know whether it is de-
cirable or not.
Ty, MIORGAN:
able.
My, J. 3. BUNTER: The hon. gentleman
o We are entitled to

We consider that it is desir-

1roas

SO
vt 1o bring in amending legiciation

slution of last session. At any rate,

this House does not want o wasfe 1ts time.

GovErsMENT MEMBERS: Flear, hear!
Ay, J. M. HUNTER: I am very pleasnd

contiemen opposits say so. 1t
wo got an cagore from that side

o Hous at this time of night, as they
enoralls avar asloen somewhere. Tam

to sce that members opposite are very
alive to-night. I hLope that they will
o uocoseity of ceerfaining from the
vister what s the pronosal of the Govern-
qont  in eonnection with this Bill before
the Tiouse goos into Committee to waste any
Time.

. MURPHIY: For some considerable
fime past members on both sides of the
TTouse hzve been urging on the Govern-
ment to take steps to deal with the prickly
pear. (Hear, hear!) And on all occasions
when this matter was brought up the Go-
vornment were urged to do something. Now
they arc proposing to do something.

GoveErsMENT MgeasErs: Heer, hear!

yir, MURPHY: Whether the proposal
which they intend to submit to the House
will be acceptable or not, is a mafter for
future consideration. i

We will deal with the
propesals of the Government in connection
with prickly pear when these proposals are
submitted to us. (Hear, hear!) When leave
is given to go intc Committee to deal with
the question, if I desire any information 1
shall ask the Minister for it then.

Ar. J. M. Hoxrer: You have not always
actad in that way.

Mr. MURPHY: I have not always acted
as properly as I am acting to-night. (Laugh-
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ter.) We ask the Government to do a cer-
tain thing in connection with this matter,
and when they propose to do somcthing we
should at least see what that proposal is
and whether it is acceptable to the House
or not. We will come to that decision when
we sez the measure of relief which is to
be proposed.

Mr. RYAN: It is rather refreshing to
hear the hon. member for Crovdon from
the cross bench making an apology for
the Government. (Hear, hear!)

Mr. MrreHY: I am apologising for you
people.  (Laughter.)

Mr. RYAN: We do not need the assist-
ance of the hon. member for Crovdon to
apologise for this party. There is some-
thing in this resolution which I think is
against the prineiple and the platform which
the hon. member for Crovdon cnce aigned—
that is, with regard to the granting of
Crown lands. I understand that he is in
favour of that, as this resolution provides
for the granting of Crown land.

Mr. MoRrgax:
for pear.

Ve grant Crown lands now

Mr., R¥YAN: If anyons reads the resolu-
tion they will sce that it is to provide for
the granting of Crown lands or other dis-
poral of them. We do not bhelieve in the
granting of Crown lsuds. We believe in
fcaschold, and the hon. member for Croy-
<don once signed the platform to that effect.
Mr. Murpuy: Can't I oppose it at the
mmittee stage

Mr. RYAN: Of eourse; the hon. member
can do just what he likes. o has only to
answer to the clectors outside for that. I
am merecly pointing out the fact that when
the Minister presents a vesolution of this
kind to the House, ne has a right to give
some information awvout thatr resolution ;
otherwise why is the resolution to be moved ?
We are asked whether we will give leave
or not for the Bill to be introduced. In
order to form: au invelligent conelusion on
that matter, it is as vell t¢ heas argument,
and it would be well if the Secretary for
Public Lands would give some information
such as was indicated by {he hon. member
for Maranca with regard to this proposal
first. The hon. member for Maranoa pointed
out that only last vear wo passed a con-
solidating T.and Bill, which was then in
charge of the present Chief Secretary, and
which, I may say, was u very excellent
measure, in advance of the previous laws.
We have searcely passed that Act, when
there is a proposal to gire away grants
of frechold. I am contemplating that it
is to grant freehold. In order that the
House may form an intelligent conclusion
before we give that leave, it is duc to the
House that the Minister should rise in his
place and give us some information as to
what is the purport of this Bill. There
are many other important measurces that
we have to get through, and we want to
decide whether we shall allow this Bill to
be introduced, or whether we shall deal with
the measures which have been foreshadovred.
So far as I .am personally concerned, I
want to proceed with the Liquor Bill.

The Prexier: This Bill was foreshadowed.

Mr. RYAN: Possibly it was, but what
we desire to know is what iz the ambit
of this measure? What does it propose to

173
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do? The mere fact that such a resolution
is necessary shows that it is -for some pur-
pore in connection with the measure. We
are allowed to speak wupon it. Ewvery
member of the House is alloweid‘to ;peul{
upon it for the purpose of gaining infor-
mation and for the purposs of intelligently
deciding  whether or wot leave shall ke
granted to introduce this measure. It
migh: be that we will decide not to allow
it to be introduced, and there is an end of
it; or, on the other hand, we may allow
the resolution to be passed and go into Comn-
mittee to consider the desivableness of intro-
ducing it. T think $the Minister will be
well advised if he aceedes to the reasonable
reguest of the hon. member for Xaranoa
and also takes the adviee of a great many
members on this side, noiwithstanding the
obiection of the hon. member for Croydon.

The PREMIER : I think it will be found
more convenient to go into Committee to
ascertain the outstanding features of the
Bitll.  The Bill deals with problem that
coukd not be comprised within the cover of
the ordinary legislation affecting alienation
of our Crown lands. There is no problem
as serious as that of the prickly pear. We

secking to deal wwith prickly pear by
‘ous methods in the ordinary way of
Hon. members who are accus-

var
selection.
tomed to going into certain districts know
that there are areas of land that no man will

any conditions. We have
up to £2°and £3 an acre
in some instancss, but even then we failed
to induce men to take up those arcas. This
is not a loaded measure at all. It is a Bill
to wive the Scrretary for Lands power to
onter into #pecial confracts for the clearing
of areas of land which are heavily infested
with pear, which land may then pass ou$ to
selectors under our ordinary Crown_lands
provisions. I am quite satisfied that if hon.
members will realise the serionsness of the
prickle-near  problem  thev will join with
the Covernment in passing any mcasure
which will accomvlish that end.

Mr. Coevxe: Why don’t vou cngage some
of the unemployed immigrants to clear it?

fook at under
offered  bonus

The PREMIER: They can find something
more profitaile.  We should do everything
wo possibly can to cope with the pest. When
the Bill is in Committee, or when it reaches
the sccond-reading stage, if the good serse
of the Clommitice or of the House, as the
case may be, does not c¢onsider the pro-
posals of the Government likely to accom-
plish the end we have in view, we can lay
it aside, and we shall nect be in the least
i el other than that we shall feel that
mesns of perhaps overcoming this
pest will bhave passed away from

terrible
us. We have no proposals at the present

time. When I was Secrotary for Lands I
had several propositiors. and had special
agreements made, one of the conditions in
them being that they must be ratlﬁ.ed_ by
Parliament befere they could materialise:
but none of them materialised. This Bill
will place the Minister in a position to make
agreements. I hope hon. members will take
a rcasonable view and will agree to see the
Bill before they begin to object to it.

Mr. COYNE (Warrego): I think it is just
as well to hear a little more about the mea-
surc at this stage. There are large numbers
of people in Quecensland and throughout

Mr. Coyne.]
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Australia at the present time who are at-
tempting to dovise some means for coping
with this terrible pest that we hsve in this
State.  They have it also in New South
Wales, but not to as great an cxteni as weo
have 1t in Queensland. In my own district
there is & man who claiins to have invensed
a very cheap way of dealing with the pear,
and I undersiand there are a great many
others throughout the Commonweulth who
claim to have invented other cheap methods
of dealing wiih it, and it is a fact that a
large number of people are engaged in try-
ing to invent somecthing that will destroy the
pest. I think it Is very unwise to propose
to give grants of land infested with pear to
anybody when, within the next twelve wonshs,
some chean means of coping with the pest
may Lo invented. .\ short time ago a very
woalthy firm proposed to take up large traocts
of pricidly pear infested land with a view of
ascertaining whether the pear could not be
turned into sorme commercial commodity.
The House safeguarded itself on that ceession
by providing tha -uch agreement would
have to be ratificd by Parliament. In this
case the whole thing may be done by an
xecutive minute, and I think it is unwise
at this stage in our carcer, when at any time
a means of destroying the pear may be in-
vented, to allow large fracts of practically
desert country, which mar be turned into fer-
tile fields, to pass into private hands. T
object to leave being given to introduce this
Bill.
Question put and passed.

AGRICULTTURAL BANK ACTS AMEXND-
MENT BILL.
INIZIATION.
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
caid: I beg to move—
“That the Iou«= will, ot Thur:day next,

resolve itsclf into a Committee of the Whole to
ler of the desirablencss of introducing a
3ill to consolidate and amend the Agricultural
Bank Acts, 1601 to 1905.”

Mr. Ryax: fay

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
This is a suwall measure of about nineteen
clauses, which makss a nuwunber of changes
in the presont Agricultural Bank Act.

a few words about it.

Is it bazcd on the Wesiorn

i
an Act?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
To a i extent it is based on the Western
Australisn v It ako makes provision for
giving the holders of mining howmesteads the
same rights under the Aci as agricultural
farm selectors. It also propose: to remove
several defeets that have been found in the
course of the administration of the Act, and
it is v much more liberal than the pre-

sent Act in regard to advances to new
settlors.
Mr. LENNOXN: I am glad the Minister

for Argiculture, unlike some other Ministors,
has beoen reious cnough to voluntcer a
little information regarding this

[11 p.m.] mscasure. “We all know that the
Agricultural Bank is swathed in

red tape, and I am sorry the hon. gentleman
did not go a little further and inform us
whether he pronoses to continue the prezent
system of having trustees, or whether the

[Mr. Coyne.
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manager is to have the powers of a bank
manager and not be treated like a clerk to
the frustees.,
The PREMIER:
entively altered.

The mansgement will be

A, J. M. HUNTER: I am glad this Bill
has been brought out of the box at last.

When we get into Committee on the Bill T
hoye we shall be able to make an improve-
ment on the Western Australian Act, which
is not quite so liberal as it might be.  Is it
the intention of the Government to in any
way Jiberalise the regulations, becauss the
présent ek is very much better than the
regulations?

The BLURETARY FOR
will be new regulations. )

Mr. I am plezsed to hear
from the Minister that he is going to place
the tenure peeul to mining on the same
fouring, I understand, as frecholds.

AcricvLrure:  There

The SEC2ETARY FOr AGRICULTTRE: That is
N MULCARY ¢ I suggested that on the
Addr in Reply, and he then _p,'omlsed

) 4
that ke would g the matter consideration.
It will give satisfaction to mining people
generally to have wmining tenurcs put on the
same footing as frecholds.

NMr. ALLEN: I would like to get some
further information from the Minister.

The BECRETARY FOR AGRICULTGRE: I cannot
speak again.

3ir. ALLEXN: I hope some other occupant
of the Treasury bench will give the informa-

tion I desive. I would like to see the pro-
visions of the Bill made wmore adaptable to
srazing farms. - Up to the present, except n
one or two isolated instances, the bank has
been of absolutely no bencit to the grazing
farmers.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You are
wrong there.

Mr. ALLEN: I am not wrong, because a
number of them have complained to mo
about it. I hope that when the Bill has
yeop in oneration twelve mosnths we shall
find that the small mien making a start on
orazing arcas will ke able to get cheap
HI0NeY.

Another point iz the limit of the
o3 made. Our limit is £800, and in
© Austrslian it was £750. T think

the advance

that can be made in New
South Wales is £2000; and in Wostern
Australia the Government sworn in dur-
ing the last seven davs promises £1.,500.
T would like information on that point,
They arc going to raisc the amount

for workers’ dweliings from £300 to £500 i:n
the new Bill: but the grazing farmer needs
more than a dwelling, and will need a much
groater advance. The grazing farmers arc
willing to give the best security: and I hope
the Bill will provide for a much larger ad-
vance than is allowed now—at least equal to

the proposal to be included in the new Bill
to he introduced this session in Western Aus-
traliz. That is ail I have to say. I {eel

sure thet the Minister will in other respecis
do away with a lot of the hidebound regula-
tions that hava beeu detrimental in the past.
Tn the interests of the small settlers in_graz-
ing arcas I hope th: amount advanced witl
be largor.

The SPRAKER: The hon. member is re-
peating himself.

Mr. ALLEN: I think you have always
found that I have accepted your warning,
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and you have never had to speak to me a
third time. Anyhow, the slip was only
mude in summarising. 1 hope some member
of the Treasury bench will give the informa-
tion I want.

Iv. LAND (Balonne): I would like some
rination, too.  When the .Agricultural
Bunk Act was passed, it was supposed that
it would assist the small farmer in getting
advances; and the small settlers in the dis-
trict I represent were looking forward to
the time when they would bo able to get
rioney at about & per cent., instead of going
to the banks and having Lo paJ 8 per cent,
The anount of the advance in irself was very

11, but siill it was suflicient in somo
stances for small settlers, There is a great
deal of delay, sometimes months, before =

definite reply Is received in respect to an
advance, and then it is ofien refused. That
costs £1 10s., and in the end they had to go
to private banks.

The SPEAKER: I must point out that
the hon. member is cnca,hng with adminis.
tration of the past Act, nob ¢ith the ques-
tion whether it was a wise thing to introdusc
into Committe¢ an amending Bill. 1 hope
he will not discuss the administration of
the past Act.

Mr. LAND: It is not my intention to
discuss the Act, but I want to know whether
this measure 1s a better measurs than the
one wvhich is now on the statute-books, and
I undorstood that this was the proper time
to ask for the information, and the infor-
mation should be given.

The SPEAKER: I would point ocut to
the hon. member that the present motion
is to go into Committece to consider the
desirableness of introducing such a measure,
You have to go into Committee to do so, and
in Committec any question may be asked
and the whole gquestion discussed there.
The question at present is: Is it desirable
to go into Committee to consider the desir-
ableness of introducing a Bill to amend the
Agricultural Land Bank Act, or is it not?

Mr. LAND: I quite understand that;
but we are asked if it is advisable to intro-
duce & measure.

The PreMIER: Is it
Bill.

Mr., LAND: There are members on the
front Treasury bench who can give me the

advisable to amend the

information I want. I want to know
whether I am justified in voting for or
against this measure. If it is not a suit-

able amendment I should vote against if,
and I am justified in asking for this infor.
mation.

Mr, O’SULLIVAN: In speaking about
the desirableness of this Iouse going into
Committee to amend the Agricult aral Bank
Act, I would remind the House that the
Commonwealth Government are going in for
a great banking system. Will 1t be advis-
able for this State to go in for any kind of
banking, in view of the fact that it can be

so comprehensively done by the Federal
system? Is it advisable, in view of the
competition which our bank would meet

with from the Commonwealth bank? 1 do
not wish to offer any objection to the amend-
ment of the Act.

Question put and passed.
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ADJOURNMENT.
The PREMIER: I move that the House
do now adjourn. The business to-morrow,
after the formal business, will be the con-
siderstion of the Mary Valley Railway in
Comimittce. Then we will proceed with
the Liquor Bill.

Mr. LENNON: Perhaps the Chicf Secre-
tary might be in a position now to let Ine
know, or let the House know, if he has
heard anyvthing in regard to the uncraployed
workers at Toowoomba?

The PREMIER: Immediately I got the
telegram from the hon. gentleman T sent it
on to the Under Sceretary, with a recuest
that he would communicate with Too-
woomba, and zet all the details in case of
relief being nceded. I have not received
a reply yew

Question put and passed.

The House adjourned at fiftcen minutes
past 11 o’clock.






