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.P"J!Pi'. 

LBGISL~<\_TIVE COUNCIL. 

\VEDNESDAY, J.3 SEPTEMBER, 1911. 

The PRESIDENT (H "" A h , on. ~n~ , r, L ur 1\lorgan) 
:rook the chair at nalf-pas:. a o clock 

PAPER.-

The following papor :was laid on the table 
.and ordered to be pnnted :~Annual report 
,of the Chief Prot-ector of Aboriginals. 

HEALTH ACT ~c\.::-H:;'\D:C.IENT BILL. 
SECOND READING-~J{r_,3l'l\IPTIQ~ OF DEBATE. 

•· lioN_ iY. F. TAYLOR .·o.id: So far the 
Bill appears to haYe n1et with th:.~ grea1cst 
appt·oval froin hon. mon1bers ~.:vho have 
spoken, and there is no doubt that it con
t·:Li_Js rnany provisionB of a very ES'.ful_ na•ure. 
It giv-es yery great, pow.er to the Cor:nmi -
sioner of l'ub1ic I-lealth, but not more than 
he requires. Thos~ -who have had anything 
to Jo with pnbl!c l ?alth D1at.-Lcrs kno· tha~ 
it is yery difficult indtc8d to mov<' local 
authoritie>i, and that it is also Y0' y difficult 
to move priY~Lto in rEv: duals. Fo-r 'oTn~~ 
reason or other, ·~ a rule, pcopl~ prefer t·o 
be--I will not say insanitary-but- inclined 
to be insanitary, and th0y re·-ent with a 
cert:jn a1nount of indifl.'nation any intf'rfcr
('11C'C from th2 f anitary jnsp8ctors in carr:ving 
out their duties, and inc:pccting their back 
:'t-ards, ch·ains, and so on. It js very difficult 
indct>d to c:ct tlwm 1-o think and to sc··' that 
cc.rtnia ali:cratio:1s nrc- n·ecr:ssary, and thtlt 
cl?anli-,f'ss i~. above all thin~?s, to bf' enforc<:>d. 
T!1e BilJ w;ll go a long wa:v toTv1l.rds <"1lab1ing
this to be donP. It~ deal~ \Yith n0arlv all 
moJt~r· p·'lrta1ninp- to puhlic hraH.h, blr~· it 
ornlt~ .011e or h~'o maHrrs Y'•h1ch 1 "huH 
rnPnti"ll tCJ''. ~rr1s thP .Pnd nf ':·:<hat I ht:vr- +n 
SB'-". Th01·p ar<' nJnr.y thing-s in thQ Rill 
"~vhich will r('illJil~(' <'hwida;-; . .,n. On.-.. 0f +h0 
fir;;;:t th?r:g-~ wbirh sh·ur:k TI1(' \Yf\'3 in cl,)u~e 6-

" r/he Go\ erno1· in Conn il may, by Order 
j~1 C:J11ncil, pr·11-lbit :):· regul~1tr unrl<r COll

cli-Mons the eli· charge fron1 any house or 
prenlise!s of any v;a-tc ·watpr cr house drainD<.:>:e 
of an' descriptio:L ,. 

Acco2·ding to tl:at prov :sion, tho Governor 
in Council m<1y prohibit• the discharge of 
waste water; lJut. vYhat is to be done with 
this waste water that is prohibited"! In a 
grtJat Jnany portions of this city thBre is no 
outlet for wa',te >Yater except into tht> gutter 
along the footpnth, which gutt-er is sirnply a 
trench originally dug :u the soil; but, through 
the \Vater pcrcolati.!lg' down it, holes have 
been fanned, and ~t.ngnr nt v. .1Jer r-emains, 
v:hi( h i-;_1 hot \\ ·,J.I h' r is :most di~agrceublc 
indocd to passers-by, a1~d r!Hl t be disagree
able and injnrjoUf·' to thp p ,ople living in the 
Yicinity, ,i\·ho ha\·e, durlng the bot C'vcn:ngs. 
to keep thPir dGOT'S a11cl ";vir:.d0\\'~-1 OPPD, ~~ld 
sleep vvith t.his fonl air risin~ and cOnstantly 
contarninnl-ing the air -'"hich thev bre,lthc. 
Of conrse, tlit> true solution is prop<>r drain
age. hut in newly-formed port,ions of suburbs 
on8 c:tnnot alwa.vs cnforc0 propf>·r drainage 
at once: but I think a svstem of inspPction 
which will teml ro keen thC 0 (' wat<:>rc-onrses~ 
the:- an> not drains_:choar ehould be Pll

forr:'f'd. Such a s~Tstf'm of in~pect.ion is not 
cnforcpc] as it ,,hnul<l bo. 'lnd I know from 
nerso1"~nl Bxparir>nce that jf tbe<;A- _gutters alm1g 
the sines of +h0 streeh rtne prop-erly i,,_ 
Rpect2d. it '"rill do an immf'nE\P am0nnt of 
good. ~L\11 thP snmc, T am cnrions to krow 
,y},<::lt tl,o. hous(Jho1dPr it t.0 dn with his ''"aste 
water if he is prohibit<>d from running it 
into the gutter. Probably we shall be able 
to get some information on thi" subject rat.9r 
on. Clauso 10 """ls with foods, dru_gs, and 
other articles which "·J'A d0emNl to he adul
t<:>rated or fahf'lv described. Rubc1aus'1 (ix.) 
says that ~~r food 'or dru~r or article iR deemed 
to be adnltoratcd or falsely described~ 

· If it is the pr ,-~u.-,'t of n di.sea..-~ecl anirral, 
or of on_e which has died ot~envise than by 
!c~!au,ghter." 

Th:s reminds me of the efforts which I and 

flon. If. F. Taylo"r.j 
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others made some fifteen or sixteen years 
ago to endeavour to induce the Government 
to establish public abattoirs. No depr have 
been taken in that direction during afl these 
years. At the time it was clearly pointed 
out that these public abattoirs were v3ry 
necessary, as there is no guarantee that stock 
killed and sold are perfectly healthy unless 
we have the stock under constant and proper 
supervision. vVith all these small slau~hter
yards ccatt.ered throughout the suburbs, it 
WOIJld be impossible to have tho requisite 
supervision It is necassary to ensure that 
no diseased meat shall be consumed as food. 
Certain large butchere. do, I believe. employ 
an inspector, and con1ply. ~o far as they can, 
with the requirements neces,ary to supply 
their customer- with meat untainted with 
disease; but I am afraid that all the butcher.s 
do not do that. Kov;, with public abattoirs 
we would be pt'rfcdly sure that stock would 
not be slaughtered and sold unl·2ss it was 
certain that they were absolutelv free from 
diseas~, which is one of the rno~t irnportant 
health requirements of the pre·ent dav. 
At.tention has been directed to -almost cve1~v 
other subject but. thic.. I hnve been tol.d 
privately that it is the iut cntion of a ..._on1-
pany of stockownerg and stockdeaiers to 
kill stock on a large scale for the puJ'!1osc of 
export to Great Britain. I have also been 
told that they have approached the GoPrn
tnont vvith th0 Yiew of inducing then1 to erect 
public aba,toirs. I boliove 1wth'ng definite 
has transpired as yet, Lut I sinccr.~ly hope 
that the efforts of those g·cnthmen will meet 
with succcs.,, and that within a Yerv short 
time WC shall haHl public aba!!Oi!'S at v.·hic 
we may be perfcctJ,. certain that tile 
killed will be free from disease. cmd tha, the 
meat 1ve are obliged to con:_.un1e is also frte 
fron1 d~sea.•·e. Corni1~g to th quc<::tion of 
putting labels on food, drugs, and so on I 
hail these provisions with a great dC'gree' of 
pleasure, bccDnse it. is very difficult to kno1.~-
1:vhat one eats and d!.'inks ncvvadav::;. J .. c-er
ta,in article is sold -\vith a hiih-,,_ounding 
name, and is supposed to po5'e£' great. 
virtues of a health-giving nature, and thE' 
public aro indnced to buy it,. though it moy 
be aln1ost Tvorthless as an article of nourish
mont, and n1a_y ·be injurious as 'Well. If 
~ttention is directed to the'1c articles put up 
111 packages, and the contents of these pack
ages are fully displayed on the labels ad
hering to them, v·e shall havo s .me guarant<>e 
that. what we purchase rs reallv "·hat it is 
reprcsentcJ to be. _,_\._ great de~l of ~nspec
tion and tare will be necessar-y in this 
respect, but when the Act carne; into force 
I am glad to sav that the 11ece•sarv insncc
tors have been carefully trained h.:rc. \ve 
shall have no lack of· people who ,;ili be 
able to tak2 up ttle position of insp·.-- z·;-or·
under the Health Act, bccauoe lectures and 
examinations have been held for some vears 
past in c0nnection with the Roval Sm;itarv 
Imtitute of Grea~ Britain, and a number c;f 
fullv qualified pcopb arc here possessing the 
certificat.es of the institute. I mav sav that 
tho good cffoct!'l of the Act will depend alto
gether unon the wav ot is administ.ered. 
The Act in itsPlf ma.y" be exceedingly I'Ood-
Jt no doubt. i~ very good-but if it is not 
adminjstC'red "~.'igorou~ly it will be of vt'r:V 
little use. The labellir;g of mixtnres also is 
a thing which is highly neceS!'ary, and in 
connection with that I rna~- mention that we 
have shops--grocery stores and other placef'.
where patent medicines are sold. These patent 

{Han. W.F.Taylx·. 

medicines are supposed to cure ".all the ills 
that flesh is heir to." Prachcally each 
patent medicine is supposed to be a panacea 
fen· all the ills we ma,y po;;s1bly suffer from, 
and no one kno" s what these medwmes 
contain-whether they contain art1cles m
jurious to public health oe not. People buy 
them with full faith in the assertwns made 
on the label that they will cure all these 
ai:ments, and they swallow them and go 
on taking teem, and the consequence IS that 
a very large trade is done m these patent 
medicines, and the propr_1et..ors n1B~<:8 enormous 
fortunes. In clause 15 rt JS provrded~ 

" ( 1.) VV'"here any person ~ells ~ foo~ o.r 
druo- "\Yllich is ~L 1nixture, the Ingredients .c_,ha1l, 
be ~ure und in an undeteriorated and souud 
tJnd~tion. 

"I-ie shall deliver the mixture to the P~lr
cha::c_;_· in a package, on or attached to w~uch 
is a label stating that the fO'rrl. or. drug .1s ~~~ 
mixture and the naDJ.c-; of the 1ngr~~Ien~.s 
legibly and unifonnly 'vrit~ell: ~~td, 1~. t.h~ 
n1ixture is a food, the proportwns of 1ngreu1enLs 
when <,o presrribE:d.'' 

That is highly necessary, and I hope it will 
be strictly enforced, and in that case we shall 
not have so n1any of these patent Jnedicincs 
in the tnarket as '"e haye at prerent. 

Han. T. A. Jo3:NSON: Print the content·· 
in English. 

HclN. v\. F. TA YLOH: In addition to this, 
.... -e haYC in clause 18 the prohibition of the 
:::.ak· of in ltu·ious artidcs, ant~ in connechon 
with that.· subclause (2) prm-icles--

•. .:--Jo Pl:l" sh:1ll aclyertif'€:' or ~<2l1 food~ 
G. rug, or in t JL ~r -~ \7

( r::.ti,Jn oi pro-
hibition, n:) pErson shall print ans: adve!'-
tisem nt ;~o r ·ohlbitecl, . nd no prop:n_etor _or 
1nannger of a new. vaper or otll. r publl_c -~r~n.~ 
hall publi \.'1 a~y adv _rtis 0 ..:ne11t ::;o prohlbH:-d. 

Y\'ith this c' '\ll .. 2 in force we shall be able, 
in a great 111(-,asure, to put a stop to the large 
n:.unber of adverti ,,cnncnts ··; ... hich 've c::mst.a~t~y 
see in our neYvsp<tpct s of patent 1nedw1n~s 
2,nd article, s.1id to be of infalliLlr Yalue 1!1 
the cure of diseases. In n1y opinion, t.hu~ 
is a oTeat evil and tho consun1pt1on of th;.:se 
[Jato;{t n1edicines is very injurious indeed 
t·J public health. 

Han. P. ::\LWPHERSol-;: Hear, hear! 

Hos. \Y. F TAYLOR: A person may 
in1a.g·i::.ll' that he or she is suffenng _frorn. 
so1no ailment or a backache or . a _b1_t of 
rhcumat.istn in the back. That 1ndlv1d·Lal 
scant< the morning llC'\Yspapce, and he s?es 
a cd;:J.ring adYertisernont of <L \Yonder!ul 
n!m~clv which will cure this backache, which 
backa.~he n1ust~aecording to the adYertiS?
rnent~ari~e {rOI-n ;-;onH' icidney trouble. Firs 
fears BrE' aroused, anU he at onLL' goE~s a,~d 
buyf: this Ineclicinc, and keeps on tak~ng 1t. 
Hies backache may Drobabl., go away-It may 
stav a little hru:;er than he imagines rt 
sh;uld do-:mt rn any- casn he i.~ ver~ 
luck~· if he gets off aft.cr swnJlo1.-.cinp: :t nunt
ber of these so-called panaeeas fOI' the back
acho. If these patent mcdicin:' advertisom<'nts 
confined themselves to anvthmg lrke truth-~ 
if they said distinct.h· wkot particular ailment 
they \vcre to cure, then there might be some 
rca:son for them, but not when they profc~s 
to cnrc all sort' of rliscc,ses. One bottle IS 
supposed to cur(~ different ~orts of diseast::.s. 
)b>nv unfortnn11te ncople wdl swallow bottle .. 
aftC'I; bottle of tl>cs8 medicinos-Doan', Back-. 
ache C'·ne and \Yarner's SaJc l;ure. and all 
those things. It is about time ;orne protec
tion 1vas gi vrn to tllf '"E' people: th~y cann~i. 
protect themseives, as they are not m a posr~ 
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tion to do so. Their fears are aroused as to 
their health, and they hear of this remedy 
and go and buy it, and keep on taking it. 
Some years ago, the " Lancet " had a lot 
of these patent medicines analysed, and as a 
rule, I am glad to say, nothing· very in
jurious was contained in thmn, but in so1ne 
cases they contained drugs of a very potent 
nature. Kow \Ye shall be able to sec what 
uooplc are oxpcctccl to swallovv in order to 
cure themselves of these imaginary ailments; 
and, at all events, we shall have some safe
guard that the indiscriminate usc of these 
drugs in patent n1odicincs will be restricted. 
In connect.ion vvith this 1nattcr. I regret to 
say that it is a ver.v conunon practice to 
take, not patent medicines, but proprietary 
drugs. By patent medicines, we mean medi
cines the composition of which we do not 
know, as it is not disclosed: but there is a 
number of large rnanufacturing chmnists 1vho 
n1anufacture proprietary n1cdicinP.;;-Bor
roughes and Vl ollconw. Parke, Davis and 
Co., and some others. They give the exact 
cornpv."'ition of their l11;_~dicines, and we know 
exactly what they arc. The public also know 
what they are to a very great extenl, and 
know that they will cure headaches and other 
things, and the consequence is that the least 
headache u. 1nan or \YOina,n 1na~~ have~per
haps by keeping up tDo lat-e at night or 
through reading too much--HlCy will at once 
fly to these spcL~ifics for headaches. They 
,,-ill at on,,~ By to phe~acetin or to a'3pirin, 
or Stearn's Headache Cur',,. These> a,rc all 
prCJ1aration,, nduable in their way, but if 
taken indiscri111inatcly and habitually, as 
they are by the public they lead to serious 
consequences. An1ong or her things the,v cause 
tension and irrituJ,ion of the ncrYous systcrn, 
and lead to neuritis-a state of tho nerves 
\vhich is consequent upon the constant use of 
specific:: fol' headache') and nerYousness of 
this sorL I wish we could stop people, as 
the do in Fra,nce. from purchasing anything 
in a drucr shop that contains nny injurious 
ingredient. I v1a::;; vc_rv rnuch astonished 
\;dlcn I was traxclling jn~ Fran(~ n1any years 
ago. I wanted to buy son1C' orJinar.v caustic. 
I '.vent into a che1nist's shop, ·'and I said, 
"\Vill you r::iY0 n1r.: 2- pic....:~ of caustic?" 
"~~o," the !Han said, "I cannot do it, unless 
you get a prc;;;c!·iption frmn a doctor." I 
said that I was a doctor. He said, "Arc you 
rcgiste1·ed here?" "No." I ~aid. ,~Then,'; 

said he, "I cannot p:i'."e it, to you. All I 
can do is to give you a very sn1all point
not largo enough to kill you." That is not 
so here. ~\nyone can go into a chtmist's 
shop. and buy almost '~nything he likes, 
except opiutn and 1norphia, ''rhich are very 
deadly poisons: but you can go and bu)T 
phenacetin and aspirin, and Stearn's I-Icad
ache Cure, and all those thing-s. The conse
qui'ncc is that t.here is :<o g-erlcral deteriora
tion in the public health. Peoplcl are becom. 
ing n1ore nervously inclinc-..1, and there is a 
greater tendency to attacks of neuritis than 
there was former!:~. I mav mention one case 
of a lady suffering from headaches. Finding 
asperin \Vas a very good remedy, she "\Vas 
not satisfied to take it when a head
ache occurred, but used to take frmn 15 
to 20 grains a day regularly. The conse
quence \Vas that she vvas suddenly seized 
with an attar\: of neuritis, and suffered 
extrcn1e torture, and ,,-, •, weeks and n1onths 
before ,he recovered. I sound this note of 
warning public!:,' against the indiscriminu.te 
use or the habitual nse of these headache 
cures. I come now to that very much 

debated subject of milk-a ~ubject which ~s 
eYer before ns and one whwh I am afra1d 
"-e shall never' arrive at a trne solution of so 
long as milk yondors are scattered broad
cast over the country as they are now, and 
so long as people are so careless in 
storing mille It is no uncom~on thmg_ to, 
o-o into a house and see a JUg of Inrlk, 
~Tithout any coyer to it, in hot weather, 
with the flies buzzing round the. room. In 
fact one often sees a pan of 1mlk-a d1sh 
wit!; a large surface-with flies popping in 
and out of it. :Many people when they get 
ill blame the milk, and the person who sold 
the milk; but in point of fact, in a great 
number of cases it is the fault of the person 
himself, becanse he will not take care of 
an art,icle which is extremely susceptible to 
any poi ,onous e1nnna.tions, ?-nd hich "\Ve 
knmY flies can contammate w1th the greatest 
case if they- once get into it. Flies get into 
the milk, but people take no notice of that. 
'I'he,- simply take them out with '." "poo":; 
but " fly may be a typhOid or a d1phthel"la 
carrier, and the npshot may be that the 
person who drinks that milk will get diph
theria. The milk supply should be pure, 
and the dif!icnlty a,riscs how to ensnr<; t~at 
nurit•', bec11m•' at the very start the nulkmg 
jH·oce&c' is very apt to be carelessly per
formed. It is a difficult matter to a person 
who keeps a dairy to ensure that each milk
nu:tn o1· n1ilk\von1an \Yashcs his or her hands, 
1: nc1 aho ~\vashc"' the teats of the CO\V, before 
commencing to milk. ~\D a n;atter of fact, 
it is seldom or noYer done 1 behove, and 
the consequc1cc is that dirty hrnds arc used 
-hands which haYo pi:.-rhaps not been \Vashed 
~ince the da·\· before, and the n1ilk n1ust 
get contamimt!ed to a greater or les.s _extent. 
'ro m~~ mind, one of the gr"atc~t d1f!im;lt1es 
we hnxe in ent.uring a pure nulk supp1y IS 

tlm difficnltv in ensuring that cows shall 
be pmpcrl_l' · and clcady milked, and clean 
,,-csscls used by persons "'''ith clean hands. 
How thnt difficulty is to be m·er.come, I 
am not prepared to sa:·, but I thmk t~at 
in cotu~;e of tirnc 'Ye s'l~ ll haYc to E'YOlVO 
some schenw whcrebv we shall adojot the 
socialistic idea and' have milk dispensed 
\Yholh- bv the Government. 'GndPr those 
condition~ we ~night, be enabled to secure .a 
J)ur" milk snnnh. I do not advance th1s 
iJroposition ai: -!)resent, but I really think 
it is corning to sontething of tho sort, and I 
S0f' no 1neans bv \Vhich we can secure a 
proper means of "milk supply except by that 
nwHwd. I am sorrv the Ladv Chelmsford 
Milk Institute has ceased to exist, because 
it really did a great amount of good, a!1d 
I have thought that there was an opportumty 
for the Gon'rn:nent to take the institute over 
and work it themselves. I think it would 
be a g-ood thing if that was done, because 
I do 11ot hes:tatc to say that the milk sup
plied by· the institute ·has saved 1nany an 
infant's life. I do not want to bo a prophet 
of evil, but I am afraid that now that the 
in.1titutc has c"asC'd to exist we shall haYe 
incre..tscd n1ortalitv a1nong:o:.t our infants. I 
am very pleased to say that I was glad to 
aYail n1vself on one occasion of tho benefit 
of the il1st.iturc for a grandchild of 1ny own 
who ''Tas Ycrv serionsiv ill with gastric 
trouble. The supplv of rnilk which we got, 
although good and' pure, certainly did. n~t 
relieve the child. \Ve got some of the mstJ
tnte milk, and the child became ,,-ell again. 
It is a maUe!' that oug-ht to be seriously 
considered from the point of view of the 
infants, and, if the public have not been 

Hon. JV.F.Taylor.J 
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.able to carry on this i:J.stitution, assisted by 
a donation fron1 the Governn1ont, then, in 
vic'" of the great amount of good that the 
instjtute ha3 don-e, and •d1ich it 1nay do in 
the iuture, I think the Government should 
step in and take chargo of it. L0t it bAcome 
mOl'e of a pat.e1·nal Government, like the 
G-cnnan Gove.::nnwnt, and look after the 1.veL 
fa.re o£ the people. lf iho people cannot pro-

tc1 .+- thmnsel vcs, let thc1n be pl·o-
[4 p.n1.] tected against thenl:sdye;;. The 

uPx:t subject which o<:,·~ Jrred to rn0 
is t ltat rc~lating to the ingreJic:L:s -which arc 
puL iatq beer. Sornu vour-::- 1 c hac! a YC L·v 

ani1nated discus_.ion ~llJ01l a1H! the pr~-
servatin_•s \Yl1ich aru put in it, an.d I think 
the outcmuu o£ ihut cliscussion -;\as that. 
alihou);'h it was ad~.-isable, if pos .iblc, not to 
USl; all.'. preservatives, Ftill u s;nall amount 
o,_ salicvlic acid or salicvlut<· 01. ~oda did not 
do "grc Lt u.n1ount o( ha:tm, eru1 .if it did 
not au,y good. But it a<Jpcars f!.·onl the 
list oi articles unutnerated in clan. o 29 that 
hcerinakcl'S do not confi:1e them·.:,ehscs to such 
a eornparativoly hannler-~. thing as salicylate 
of soda in srn'1ll quantities, for in that clause 
'· c lu:n-c this prohibition--

" :\8 per'•Oll shall f;f:'ll in any 1iceusecl 0r 
regi~·tered r ren1i:~ES or fl\1111 nny bre1very any 
b• er 1:., hich c-ontain· ar~·\ nic, 1"'ad, c-)pper, 
f>Lry ~:_l!.llne, coc ullF indil'us, picric acid, to
bac-o. niLdtine, or any ::oubc;t.,nce or conlpo;_llld 
ia excess of auy proportion pcr:nlitted by 
regulation." 

It therefore appears that all those s·1bstancn 
rnay be pcrrnitted by regulut;-Jn to be used. 
This is certainly new to 1ne r:.s I was alv. J,ys 
under the inlp:!'c?,sion that tho usc of ar ,pn_ic, 
at ail events, should not be permitted to be 
used. "\Ye havo heard recently o! a llLHnber 
of cases of ars('~ical poisoning in England~ 
and thev wore clear! v traced to the beer 
\; hich th~'SG people were in the habit of drink
ing. Tho consequence ·was that people 
flhunncd boor to SHch an extent that b1·evrers 
''ere obliged to adn:1·tisc that their beer was 
per±'ectly free frorn any arsPni< al cJnlpound. 
Str~ dE1ine in sn1all quanti tic~ is a good 
thing, though in larg·c quantities it is a 
poicion, l.mt arsenic, lead, coppPl~, coc::..ulns 
indicns. tobacco, and nicotine certainly 
should not be allo\\'ed to be usod as ingredr
cnts in the manufacture of b,er, and evido:>tlv 
they are used. otherwise the \Yords ·• in ex:co~s 
of any proportion ponniUcd by regulation" 
would not appear in the clau.~'J. 

I-Ion. A. H. BARLOW: They will be pro
l~ibitcd altogether by regulation. It is oilly 
the con1paratively harn1lcss things which will 
lw permitted to be used in limited quantities. 

Hox. W. F. TAYLOR: I hope so, but it 
is nol; so :::;tatod here. I ~<vas vcr•· 1nuch in
debted to tho IIon. Mr. Davey fo;· the intcr
{)<,tin~ infonnation he gave us yesterday with 
respect to boots and shoes, and tho wa\ in 
which barium is used in tho manufacture of 
leather. He raised the question as to whether 
substances should or should not be allowed 
to be used in making leather in order to 
increase its \Yeight. I was anxious to know 
if n1olassos or sugar has any injurious effect 
upon leather, because it is asserted that they 
incrr-:1se its vveight. Some years ago I was 
induced to take shares· in a patent curing 
process, and after I had taken up the shares I 
cliscovct·ed that the process simply consisted 
in putting the hides into molasses and allowing 
thorn to retnain there a certain nurnbor of 
days. Certainly good leather was made, and 
it was assm·ted that the leather was increased 
in weight. Whether that really is the case or 
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not I cannot say. vVe had numbers of 
analy: c,,, made of the prodc;ct. Thcoo analyses 
we ;.:: all vcrv fayourablf\ as 1nost analyses 
E,::e IYhC':a yQu v ant to sell anything, and 

lh· ~.~·hen ~ T..l go in {or rEining. You 
;;.ci 'To1·v' o·ood analvs<..; of the stuff 

\'m: e:lrl to the ~aly<;t.. Bnt. I would like 
to know whether it re . .lly is the case that 
hides cured by n1ola ,SC''-' or sngar arc rendered 
heaYicr. 

Hon .. \. A. DH'EY: Yc·: they arc. 

HoN. \Y. F. TAYLOR: That -·;;as one d 
ihu induc·•nF_nts huld oat to the shareholders, 
that. hC' gut. heavif'r leather, and c;;n-
. nquont.ly pric-.... s. Thn Uon. Dr. IVla~·ks 
drc\\- att( ntlun yesterdaY t.o cl~Vli"C 04, \Vluch 
t1uds vvith the ~~)tifi~<-:.tlon of infcctl.ou dis-
c., .r.s. The :lauS(' thar; \Vhcne~·e.r 
anv person i~ found safwl'i:ng h·orn an 
iLfcf -.-iou ltislasc----

titio .er wh<' attend:, 
-,,;i~-it thC' patient shail, 

he b ·m' aware of 
P or !:ill pccted. dis.·.t~~e, 

o~eupier anU al-"J to 
,-,d 'lll H, .. lo'.d authorit:;.'." 

.t·~t the pr'''"'0nt time it: is quite sufficient to 
giye notiC'' to the local authority, ?Ld why 
should wo ah ,J b0 obliged to glYe notice to 
the Con11nissioner? In such a c-,"' ,~ we u;:;tw.llJ~ 
notifv the householder. \\'o '·ty to him. 
"Th~s child is suffering· from ;_v-and-so," or 
'' It Jooks as if this child has so-and-::o, and 
vou had better notifv it." But why we should 
l1e obJiged to o·ive n~tice to thcv Cornn1ir-.sioner 
and to the local au tho -itv in addition I 
c;,nnot undPr,tand. The local authority gets 
notice no'v. and prornptl,,...- sends it. on to tl~e 
Cornrnissioner. If a n1nJ.ict>i prc~cfjLoner fulls 
ro give such notice, hf' "~,Yill be liable ~o. a 
pfnalt~•l not exceeding £20. Th~ prov1sron 
cprtainlv cannot be enforced 1'1 country 
d'strict; far awav fl·om towns, where it \vould 
be in1possible {o send notice to the Co1n
n1issioner soo11er than three or four days. 
l moan to sav that the prO\cision would l·3 
no use so fa~r as isolating the patient or 
mal.;jng provision for his treatment is con
oern<!d. This can only apply in Brisbane. 
In any case, it is r0quiring too much. of 
medical practitioners. \l'e spend our ttme 
and us(? OlJ.l' hOl'\->?S in going to a house to 
attend a perwn who is sick, and often . we 
get nothing for it, and at the .same bmo 
we are objgod to sit down and vvnte a no~ICe 
in the prescribed form to tho local .authonty. 
Now we are to be obhged to wnte to the 
Commissioner of Public Health as "'ell, and 
for· doing all this we are to recei-:-e the 
munificent foe of 2>. 6d. In Committee I 
shall be inclined to move that notice shall 
enly be sent to the occupier and to the 
local authority. ·Another very Important 
subject which is dealt with in th0 Bill is the 
tvphoid ca.nier. It is only of late years 
that it has been known that a person who has 
had typhoid fever may, al~hough perfectly 
convalescent and in the enJoyment of good 
li0<tlth. carry the disease ~ith. him, and 
be the means of communicatmg 1t to others 
for many days, weeks, months, and even 
vears after he has had the disease. It IS 
;·ath€r an astounding fact, a_nd it accounts 
for the many cases of sporadw outbreaks of 
typhoid fever which have occurred from tt.me 
to time in otherwise healthy communities. 
[t is onlv of late vears that this has been 
reco"nised and attention has been drawn to 
the bsubje~t. A good deal of informa~ion 
can be obtained with respect to it. It 13 a 
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remarkable thing that the poison gcrn13 of 
tsphoid-bacil!us typho.-.us--nwy remain in a 
Jatc:. nt condition, so far as tho typhoid carrier 
is concerncc-L and may pan out of his fre(;:-~3 
or out of his urine, and 1F~C<Jll10 the lllE-,ans 

of contaminatinr;· \Vater, thC'J'eLy giYing riso 
to tho disease anlOllL._:'St. a gr1,at many other 
people. I havo lookcd through some cases, 
and I find that sometimE's people may lmYe 
such a 1nild attack of the di ,C''lPO that the-.,
are not o\-! n obliged to ~ie up. They fe€1 
a litHe mabi ·''• headache, and so on. but ;:o 
ahout, and recm Cl' after a few days, and they 
put doV'.'ll their ailrr1ent to influenza or sorr"!e
ihin~ of that sort'. But these cases giy,_-- rise 
to about 3 ocr cont. of th(~Se t.yphoid carri8:·s, 
and a large- nnn1her of outbreaks have already 
hoen traced to them. At Strasburg, in the 
year 190o. a. fPlDalc baker ga;ve rise to fot::!_~ 
c :; . .:-_es, two of \vhich proYed faLd. Sop(~r 
rclat· -,the <no of a c->ok in 1907 ,,he, in the 
e.Jurse of 11- o y;;'r.trs, infw::ted t•,_ enty-six r1-
djYiduals in various fan1ilics \\hero "bn h~-~c1 
hc··:1 emnlovod. Dr. Park. of Xw,· York, 
in 1009, ~tra>f'd t ·o big outbreaks to n1-il.k 
infection. He says--

.. Laf:.t ye-ar 've traced oyer .J. no cases of 
typhoid t~ infection of a 1nilk sunply by a 
tvuhmrl rarri !' who bad the di:,e~a-·'~ forty
H· ~en year:.::: abJ. .Juf;t rcc~ntly we traced fifty 
( ~ es t• 2. dairylnan wllo had the dist~tse sen·n 
yt-;l.l''' ag:o.'' 

Dr. :\!cWeene0-, in Ireland, reported in 1908 
and 1909 two o:>tbreake duo to milk infection 
h~~ ca.rrif'rd, the first being due to u girl 
c;trriPr en1ploycd in a dairy, the 1nilk of 
v>'hich was s~nt to a girls' school wher" 
thirty-five Pl'"pils V\'fi'? suddenly t:1kPn ill, 
tho sPcond bning an outbreak with a sin1ilar 
causation, \Vith oYer 200 ca~c ~ resulting. I 
ha.vc DlPntioncd these facts because it n1ay 
be diflicult for some of us to undm·stand 
what these typhoid Cu~rricrs are and why 
all these restrictions should he placed upon 
them. The difficulty in dealing '' ith thc~e 
c.:tses in r11ost countries has been due to the 
difficulty in keeping typho-id carriers u~d<:;:· 
suporrision. They are known to be typ11o1d 
carriers, but there is no law enabling the 
authorities to shut thmn up and koop thea1 
i~olated. rrhis clause will give satisfaction 
becc1use it gives po\1 er to the Commissioner 
to deal with such l'U3f1S in a.n affective rnanncr. 
Subclause (4) of the clause deals with 
isolation-

" lVIoreover, the Goucrnor in Cow.Jcil, on the 
rtcommend . ._tion of tliC C01nmissioner, may 
frmn time to time order that any person found 
to b ~ a typh0ld carrier to the F-atisfaction of 
the C01nrni :>ione-r shall be isolated and detained 
under such conditionR, in such place, and tor 
such time aH shall be nan1ed in such order, and 
1nay extend or vary . ucll order fronl time to 
time or at any tiine terminate its operation, 
and therpafter, if found ne.._ essary, renew such 
order. And every such order shall be sufficient 
\varrant for the apprehension, if nece,·:..;ary, and 
for the isolation and detention of the person 
named thel'ein." 

This may appear to be rather drastic, but 
jt. is necPQ,sary; and it is just as neceQ.sary to 
have this ·drastic treatn1-ent as it is nocf·S
sary to havt it in the case of sn1allpox. \Ye 
ha\~e .about t\V{~nty nc1~ons incarecratod be
cause they have ·be~n suspected of coming 
into contact with suspccteJ passengers on 
a Dutch ste-amer that has arrived, and we 
do not hesitate to isolate them, although the 
chances are very slight indeed that they are 
in the least degr-ee carriers of disease. Still, 
we make them submit to it, and I think we 

arD perfectly justified :in making an effo~'t 
of this sort to prevent a person \Y ho· 1s 
kno\vn to be .a t:; phoid carrier fron1 spreQd-
ing the disease. . 

Hon. A. H. BAHLOW: Do thc,p tv-nhmd 
carriers ever get rid of it? Othenv rse they 
>vill havo to be shut up for life· 

!IoN. y,-. F. TAYLOR: If ono man cani<c~ 
it for forty -seven years, and cannot get nd ot 
it, :''OU .,,_-ill haYe to t::eat hun as ou ·do the 
le11cr~. A leper is nothing ~ike &_) ·?angcr<Jns 
an individual as ct. typhoid earner. The 
leper i~, lLJt .a contaminating cc!ltro to .an~r 
extent, in :;,ny op-inion. Le~rosy IS c~n~mu111: 
caip~i. iJ ,- pc:.:so:1al conta~t, 111 thi~ C.l>HHon of 
a O'cod ~EJ-1n·;: ~~ut still. it is Iound :::1ece~"a::y 
in e>all ci,~ilis:.:-d conununit.i( s to isol.~lto loiJers, 
and tJ t;'(•"l.t. them rs if they \YPre rnost 
dan r:,\ .;:ons i ndi Yi{lna ls. 

H-o!l. T. ::\,1. II ALL: \Yhat do you 
nate a typhoid carrier? Any person 
has he>d typhoid? 

HoN. IV. F. TAYLOR: :No, an0 ]Pl ,on 
who has had typhoid and strll retar:1s rhe 
bacillus typhosus in his fmcos or . hrs unne. 
Typhoid depends upon bacrllr, whrch wrll b<' 
found in the excrernent or the lE'll1E'.. Com_
ing to the subject of priYato hospitals, I 
think priYato hospita!s should be 
and it is necf's·~arv th.it they should SUl1F 
vised. I do not "think that an~. pcr~on w!1o 
is the pror)ri(~tor of a priva_t{" hos;:i!~l ~~·;ill 
object to bt: refristcrf'd, and to be SUOJ cct. to 
inf·.11ection. In;necfi.on \Vill h-ave the ef!0ct 
of doing- a11 ?.Y '~ith tho insanitary con.-litio~s 
in son1o- the private hospitals, ar:d _P3:!:i{-·nts 
Y,'ill th:- h(' nrott r:h d, bc"'-\·lnse 1t b 1·1 the 
i~tf'rc~t·. o _ t:w- sick that this l0gislatiGn ~-n 
1"'2S11C.._~i to private hosnitul.~ is {~llUCtC'd. lt 
\vill also ht• ;t ,~crv Y~lu-ablc thing t~J hay{; 
nut·:('.; re·gistercd, ... though pr·rhaps it is ,a 
n;uJV•r tl:at wou_ld rnore }Jl"Oj)l'l'1Y bC' d·"-a.~.t 
y-ith in tlw }:iPdieal <tnd Qtlwr Pra;;titio1ll'r'3 
Bi~l. v, ... l~ l!J.\"C a great num~wr of tr.J.i11Cd 

nnr.ses; still '\YO ha~·e sornc \Yho \. !ain1 to lv~ 
tr.1.inod. and who are not. The trained 
nurs~.·Q Oi {lue Jnsland arc an .e-xcellent body 
of vv01ncn, ,\ho arD \vell tra11wd, and WL'~l 
fitted ior the work whieh they haye to unclet· 
take. I n1ay 1nention that th.e tr~ining 
question iE rhc Brisbane ·General l-~osplt<;tl 1s 
1~1ost extensive. A person is not OlliY tl'<llllC.d 

.in the ordinarY duties u~ u nurse, but sh0 JS 

trained and .educated ..J..lso to a certain t.'X

tent in anato1ny and physiologJ·. ShB is, 111 
poin"!i of fact, in a position to take ch~arge 
of a patient in a ,~·ay \vhich. v~ery few Oi ,.~he 
old class of 1ned1cal Drachtloncrs of n:tty 
yearc, ago could do. Sr)eakiug fro~r~ 111y own 
experic11ce-aud I have had soinetluug to (]o 
with thmn in the clinical dcparttncnt of 
which I have charge-I giv-e lecture;; to 
nurse during the year. These lcctu~·es con 4 

sist of 11ur·~ing, .and also the:. lcan11ng the 
anatmny and tho treatment 01- the e.~ c;, ~.nd 
physiolog:y; and it is really n1ost ast9n1sJ:1ng 
the intor0st which the nurse take m t11cs0 
matters. For the last two Ol' tl1rc<c reQr,; I 
do not think that cnc failod in the examina· 
tion. and son1e of thmn secure fron1 95 to 
98 per cent. of the marks. It is very :'lea,. 
ing to know that \V(~ have th?roug:hly tra1~ed 
nu1ses u,tnongst us-w·ell trained 1n practical 
work, and well train0d also in the scientific 
aspect of the work. I think that this is 
almDst all I have to sav about tlw proYisions 
of the Bill itself; but ·I would lih to say 'a 
few words now with respect to a couple of 
diseases which are not mentioned in this 
Bill, and which I think ought to receive 

Eon. W. F. Taylor.] 
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particular .attention. I would first refer to 
.-ordinary consumption or tuberculosis, the 
uetifteation of which is compu:sor:/. The 
diflicmlties connected witl1 anything like 
proper treatment of patients in connection 
\Yit_h this diseuse arc alnH•st insuperable, 
because _1 ou cannot possibl~- drag tlPrn away 
£ron1 their h01ncs ""~"' ho11 they sho\: sy1npto1ns 
of tuberculosis by c~\:pecL>rabon or in other 
way;. It is a very difiicult subject to deal 
with. but one which I think oadlt to be 
grap~plod with in a seriou& ·man1~:r. It is 
rightly called tho "white pla~;uo." It 
claims n1ore victun1s in a Vf'·,lr than anv 
other ·disct.-:le, and throughout uthc whole conl~ 
1nunity 50 por cent. of th-e people «re n1ore 
cr less infected with it. In fact, it is asserted 
that in Germany, out of every 100 post 
ncart' ·ns, 98 show signs of having had 
tuberc!G at some period of their lives. \Yith 
,,uch a diseaso in our Inidst, and clain1ing so 
n1any victin1s as it annually docs. surelv 
VYC' Ought to tr1~ and ,,rJopt ':-on1e J1H~a:;ur~s 
vvhich will }{~sscn ineidcncf', if \Ve cannot 
prevent it I rmnf'm bur vvhen I 
-camo to ~'tustr~lia, fDrt.y-eight ycaL;; ago, 
after a f0w years' 1Sork I ~.n13 snuck \Vith 
the c,ln1ost ~tota1 ab::::-ence of nati\T-born 
poople suffering from thber0•1losis. ~Ul the 
cases 1vhich -caln-e un 1 __:i~ n1y olJ',eryatiDn 
-~ycr~:; cases fron1 the Inothc::_· , Bu'.:; 
no-.,.v the ~1osition is reYe::.·s· d, and positi:::m 
of the nativc-1- •rn pDpulat!on ~;;:, 
vvoL·j0 than the position ~. ith rC'gard to 
rc-J cf the po;mlation. vYhy t 11at shon:d L{, 
so I do not understand. People Jiye in the 
open air to •a great. ext('nt. and in baildin gs 
which are, at all events, fairly well ventilated, 
and I -cannot understand ho\Y thev oontnLCt 
the dj~e~1se as thev do. One can ~indnrstand 
it in t.h€ old cot;ntry, 1YlLre buildings arc 
'in r1un1s, and 1.vhero there .arc so rnanv 
P.Pople in one rootn, \"".-here the .·ent.Ilati-on i's 
bad, and the food is insufficient, and where 
it is a! ways dull; but it is diflicult to under
stand why the disease should be ramp-,wt 
here 1.vith .all tho blc~sings of sun~.hine and 
ventilation in om miclst. This is a subject 
1xhich I think den1ands the attcntJOn o£ the 
GoYernment . .and ••omc decick~d stc >s shou:J 
lY' t.z_ken to ascertain hen.~ it i~ i that the 
disease is so prevalent. 

Han. A. H. BARLOW: Is it possibly due 
to thr-'· CX{'l -:.siva n1eat diet'! 

I-IO!\. W. F. TAYLOR: That is a matter 
'·for inycstigation. People all have ideas, but 
it is evidently a contagious diseaso-Ycry 
contagious-and as such it is evident that the 
precautions which are taken arc not suffi
cient. I go further, and say that we ought 
to prevent the marriage of consumptive 
people, because, although it is stated with 
some show of justice that consumption is not 
hereditary, still the children of consumptiYc 
parents have a tendency to contract the 
disease. The soil is there ripe fox tubercu!o 
bacilli, and they effect an entrance and 
flourish. It is only just putting the ques
tion aside to sav the. disease is not trans
missible, because it is to an extent true 
that individuals born of consumptiYe par'-'nts 
are more or less liable to the disease. As 
we are going to experiment in this legis· 
lation, and as \.Ye are a young, progrf''to;i ·~~c 

.. community, we might try and do something to 
prevent the marriage of consumpti' .:s. 
Coming to another subject, which is the la5t 
I shall deal with, and which is not a vmy 
nice one to deal with in this House or any
'Where else, but still it is one that we must 
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face and one which may not be brushed 
asid~, as we are in the habit of doing, with 
impunity-I am exceedingly sorry to find 
that the Government in their wisdom have 
thought proper to rescind the provis~ons of 
the Contagious Diseases Act w1th1n the 
metropolitan area. They ;nake tho excme 
that thl'Y haw acted on tne advice of the 
Gon>rnrr{ent Medical Oflicer and the Com· 
mifsioncr of Public Health. I think that 
they arc not bound to act on d1at Dd\,ice. 
without usjng their O\Vn iud;rnwnt in thl~ 
matter. I think that if they took the evidence 

·of anY unbia~··3ed person ; if they read the 
cYide,;c0 in the reports of these two gentle
men, the y can only come to the conclusion 
;i1at tiL' e\-idencc adduced there and the 
ddlic1Jhes which the 1,T set forth in connection 
,., id1 the administration of this Act are not 
:·casons for the abolition of the Act; but, on 
the co~]trar:,, furnjsh the strongest possible 
l'f' 'd'ions for its vigorous adn1inistration. 

Hon. A. l\oRTOX: Hear, hear! 

Hox. \Y. F. TAYLOR: Think of tho 
nature of the disease, which not only attacks 
the individu.d for the tin1o being, but exists 
in a latent forn1. all his life or fo1· many years, 
rtnd then manifests it, dire c,ffeds. ~ ot only 
cl.oos it attack an individe.al, but unfortunately 
ho rnay lJU'') it do\Yn to his children, 
and they to their childr.111. Not onl~· 
tbat, Lut a youth "\Yho, in an unguarded 
r:nornent, gives ·vvay to his paf'<;'ions, n~ay be 
PL'r:nancntly i11jured. One youth I knew 
becarne infQctcd, and his life was not onlJ 
r;ntbittcred, but he "\Vas rendered unfit for 
his studies, and he endured great mental 
anguish fron1 no~ following up hif1 studies as 
he :hou]d han~ done. I-Ie \Vas a young 
nwdical student. and his was the saddest 
case that I Ju~Ye e~N~r con1e across. There 
arC' nun1bers of cases \Vhere young n1cn and 
youths haYe, through indiscretion, contracted 
the disease. They ma:- be supposed to be 
permanently cured, but there is no evidence 
to show it. 'I'hcy may seem all right for 
so,ne years, and eyentually get married to 
pure, ... nnocent girls, and what is the result? 
'I'he disease is transmitted to them. I do 
not wish to labour the subject-it is not a 
pleasant one-but it is fraught with so much 
danger to tho raCG that it should be grappled 
vcith sternly and effectually, and not half
heaTtedly. \Yo should not, in obedience to 
thG demands of people who, from supposed 
humanitarian or moral views, object to the 
way in which this matter is controlled under 
thG Act, discontinue the administration 
of the Act. (Heai', hear!) That the Act 
has done good in the past I think may be 
inferred from the fact that it has been in 

existence for forty-three years, 
[4.30 p.m.] that successive Boards of Health 

up to the advent of the present 
Commissioner of Pubiic Health about two 
ycoars ago, and successive Government :Medical 
Officers up to the appointment o£ the present 
occupant of the office, have all endorsed the 
Act and have defended its existence in the 
face of the most strenuous opposition from 
a section of the community-opposition which 
has neYer ceased from the day the Bill 
was first introduced until the present time. 
These successive Boards of Health and 
Government Medical Officers would not have 
maintained that the Aet was useful and 
effectual had they not been perfectly con
vinced of the fact. I can givG no reason why 
it has not been so useful of late years, but 
even the Government Medical Ofiicer is 
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•forced to admit that it has done some good, 
for, after giving a number o£ figures, he 
says-

" From these figure,,, it can Pasily be seen 
/that nothing like the proper number come 
under the operation of the Act." 

\Yell, if only one case comes under his notice, 
.that is one centre of contagion which is 
under observation. Each person affected is 

.a centre of contagion, and the disease is being 
-disseminated while such an affected person 
is allowed to follow her occupation. You 
cannot estirnatc the an1ount of darnage that 
BYen one such person may do in a colnrnunity. 
Still, that dan1age is don0 there cannot be 
d shadow of a doubt, and if one individual 
i.s placed under n1edical supervision, it ought 
_to be done, eycn in her own interests. The 
-Goyernment liiedical Ofiicer tel:s us that the 
average nun1ber of '" onJcn exa111ined per 
\veck in June in a series o£ years was 32, 
22, 42, 41, 45, 47, 45, 45, 35, and 3L Well 
that is a very fair av-erage, because in countries 
v.here sin1ilar ~lets are in force it has ahva.ys 
been difficult to get vvon1c11 to con1e fo1· 
exa.rr1ination in sufilci·-·nt nu1nbers. All these 
won1en ·who did con1e up .for exan1ination 
v;Tere so n1any centres of iilfection taken a \vay 
fron1 the con11nunity for tho time being, at 
all events, and the damage they would have 
'lone if allowed to continue in their occupa
tion unrestricted was stopl)ed. Is it not worth 
while administering the Act if even that many 
'· ornon come forward for exa:mination? I 
conto'<d that it is. (Hear, hear!) I contend 
that, if only one person is cured of the 

·ziisease and kept from contaminating others. 
that one per"on is worth all tho troubce and 
expense of enfm·cing the Act, The Govern
ment JU6dical Officer goes on to say-

" Consequently, I believe the c:.Inall an1ount 
·-of good derivEd fr01n the Act does not justify 
its Existence." 

Surely if we can cure or prevent even one caso 
of a dangerous disease like this we are 
justified in doing it, especially when the 
disease is so far-reaching in its effects. \Vhen 
a case of smallpox takes place we almost go 
.into hysterics over it; we lock up people for 
two or three weeks at a time. But smallpox 
-only attacks the individual, and only attacks 
him once, and when he re~overs from the 
d~isease he is just as healthy as ho was 
before in all probability. It does not ]eave the 
lasting effects of this other disease. \V e are 
simply straining at a gnat and swallowing a 
cameL The Commissioner of Public Health 
has been good enough to refer us in his 
Teport on the subject to an article in the 
"Encyclopmdia Britannica," which he says 
gives a· good general survey of the matter. 
'That article I would advise cverv han. mem
ber to read. I have read it ancl I was very 
much pleased with it. It is an interesting 
.article but I think the resuit of reading it 
will b~ to lead anyone to form a different 
ommon to that which the Commissioner 
.appears to hold. I will read an extract from 
the article-it is on " Prostitution"-

" In the United Kingdom a Contagious 
Diseases Prevention Act \vas passed, providing 
for the compulsory exan1ination of prostitutes 
and detention in hospital of tllOf'·J diseased, in 
the following garrison towns :-Portsmouth, 
Plymouth, Woolwich, Chatham, Sheerness, 
Aldershot, Colchester, Shorncliffe, the Curragh, 
Cork, and Queenstown. The legal n1achinery 
was a justices' order granted on S\"\-Orn informa
tion that the woman uanH?d was a con1mon 
prostitute. The Act ha·dng praYed very inC'ff.
cacious, it was amended in 186G and extended 

to ·vvindsor. Two years later an inportaut 
nren1orial was drawn uu by the R::>yal Colleges 
of Ph v·~·icians and Sur-geons in favour of ~~e 
Acts B.nct their extendPCl application, and 111 
18G9 they were further. extended and applied 
to Canterb"Ury, Dover, Gravesend, Maidstone, 
SouthainDton, and \'\ inche">ter-:::ighteen places 
in all. ~\ popular as·-itaiion, based on hlllllan~
t;uian and nwral ground~, and continuou HY 
carrh J or.. against tue measure, led to the 
appointinent of a Royal Can1u1h"Sion in 1871 
and a Sele:::t Conunittee in 1879." 

That is what the Government should have 
done here instead of acting on the opinions 
of t'vo gentlemen. 

HO':\OUHABLE :YlEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Hm:. W. F. TAYLOR: The Government 
shou_d have appointed a cou1mis~ion to in
uuiTc into tho .._,ubiect and uscertalll whether 
the Act was really 'uso!c- s or· not, The article 
goes on-

•· 'i'~~e direct evidence was strongly in favour 
of the Acts allk·J \\ ith rt.':;" .1 __: t0 tl1_ dirninutiml 
of disease anwng the trODlJS in the protectcJ 
towns the ab')encc of complaint~, and the g.Jod 
(: ,'fc ·-r. 'on the public ord. r, to v.'hich clerK: IL.cn 
and other residu1ts testiflc-•1." 

It may be urged that these remarks only apply 
to troops in garrison to1.vns. ~n fact, th~ 
CommisS.OJier savs that the .let IS only apph
uablB to Lroops ~in garrison to\Yns; but. 1± it 
ha~_. a crood etfect upon troops, surely It hn:s 
the sa~1e lleneficial ct!oct upon the inhabl· 
tants of those towns-

.. ';_ ll-' majority or tl1e Cn.u.I:!2littee reported. 
acc:Jl'diugly atter three y~.:an; :uquiry; but in 
1 o~>· lilt .dou~e 01 GOllli..il ll!:i pas eel, by lb2 tv 
110 votes, a resolutio:u. CLJndernni.ag the com-

r:xaininatio:a of \\ omu1. AL this would 
. ~..~ entailed reiLl' al t:::> Yote the uroney l't;

qui": ~~d ior the sy~te1n, 1t was ilnmediately 
aropped.'' 

I would like to, bi ve a few 8ta.t1scics taken 
rrorn Lne ~tune ::i(HJTCe to 1 110 vv rne results o£ 
the OlJeratlOllS or si1n:.lar legislation Ill conti
uental C:!JUDtl'l8'·, ~n the L!llHBd. K.1ngdoin, 
and 111 the C .nned 8tat.es oi An1erica. ln 
the G-ernrau H .. rrny, during the years 1890M2, 
the numtnr oi case' of this d1sease per 1,000 
was 27.2; iu the 11'rench army, 46.6; in the 
l~us"jian a·nny, 43.0; in the Austrian arrny, 
b6.b; in the 1-calian ar1ny, 71,3; in the J>..~rrwri
can army, 71.4; in the British army at home, 
203.6; in the ·British army in India, 438.0; 
and in the Dutch army in the East Indies, 
456.6. That. shows the results of the humani
tarian· and morn! view taken by these busy
bodies who induced tho Gov,'rnment and 
the }lou ,e of Commons to rescind the Act. 
The principal objection t-o the Act, ~ be
lieve, is that women should not be subJected 
to the indignity of br:ing· cxamin~d by men. 
That objectwn need no longer ex1st1 as th_era 
are plenty of well-qualified women medwal 
practit;oners to undert.al<;;J the work. (Hear, 
hear!) Not only so, but there. need be, _no 
difficulty in regard to another obJcCtwn wmch 
has been urged-that is, the alleged tyranny 
of the police-as there would be no difficu~ty 
in getting well-qualified women to a7t as m
_pectors, having the power to call m_ pohce 
assi- ··:tnce if lH>!essnrv. Those tVi70 obJections 
need not we'"h with u, for one moment: 
and in the fa~"e of that fact, notwithstanding 
the reports I havD just quot-ed from. I sec 
no reason whv the operations of t.he Act 
shouid be cancelled. On the contrary, I see 
ever;c- reason why its provisions should not 
on! v be carried out but why they should be 
strictlv carried out. I feel very strongly on 
this st!bject. I have lived many years in the 
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\vork1! and, .in addition to 1ny O\V!1 personal 
exp~n·1 ?nee, l haY.~ read nmny reports on the 
sub]ect, 2nd I h:now tho cf!c< t.s of this 
eli~-~::~__:. I do not \,ish rny O\\;ll upin on to 
be tak-on t:..<-- tat!ndrrl, <dt}wugll, iu view of 
the expenoncc I have had, I think I am 
justifi~d in expressing· an opinion. I \l.ould 
ask bon. n1crr1bers to inquire into the n1att€i' 
for themselves. It is the duty not only of 
every 1cgisla tor to look intD the question, 
but of OYPry person who has ' o;, s growing
up, \vho, in an uuguarded lTIOl.TI·PI't, n1ay fall 
'"ctims to the disca·-o. It is the duty of ~very 
per£on to consider the rnatter, and trv to 
prot-ect thC' prc2ent a.nd futur.::~ g·cn: ra··~ions 
from tho effects or tlr:s horrible dis<Oase. 

HONOuRABLE l'llEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

HoN. A. :NORTON: I have no in:cntion 
of speaking 011 many points in connection 
with tho Bill, but tL~re are one or two upon 
which I should like to .sav a few wordc. The 
fi1Tt clau,e to which I- wish to allude is 
clause 6. I <lo not know why these extra
ordinary pov. urs should be given to th<O Go
Yen.:or in CounciL I cannot conceive any 
circumstances under which the -occupier of a 
house should be prevented from discharging 
bath-water into the street. If we are not to 
be allowed to discharge beth-water or any 
other water from our nrcmises, what are we 
to do with it., It may be said that it can 
be clistr'buted over om~ gardens; but would 
it not be as bad~i£ there is anything bad 
about it-when used in a garden as ,.vhen 
thro" n out inh the street, and allowed to 
run dov:n a drain? It seems to rrN~ that the 
power of the Comn1issioner is too great~ 
\Vhat W<O want, espe-ciallv in the suburbs, is 
a proper system of dr"inage, by which water 
that is discharged into the st.reets shall run 
a way at once. ln rna11y suUurbs at pre,,3nt 
the atN runs dov.-n what are callrcl by 
c-ourtesy Fide-drains. They are not asphalted 
in ma.ny cases, and are extremely rough. A 
quantity of rubbish collects in them in places, 
and the water that passes down has to filter 
through ;;his rubbish. \Vhat we want is not 
only a syst<Om -of drainage, but asphalt-ed 
drains on either sid<' of the road. vVe also 
want some artangcment by which the water 
which runs clown these drains should pass to 
a pla.ce where it will be safe. There a.re many 
placf's at present \vhere the \Yater runs down 
tho side drains ini-o tho f:treet, and it is 
turne:l off. when it comes to a bit of a dip. 
into somebody's paddock. That person does 
not want it at all, bnt the authorities will 
Pot con1o and drain the paddock and prevent 
di~('a"' being cansf'd b:',r rcnson of i-hP imper
frct drainar-c of that paddock. I know 
places where there are holes so filthy that to 
pars by th~nJ in dry wcathcr-I do 1~ot mean 
to sa _I' when the hole, are dry, but >Yhen the 
\Yater is 1o-w-tnr~s You nln1ost sjck. This 
matter ought to be· dealt with, but it is 
passed m·or in the Bill without anv rofereY<co 
nt all. It is not one of tlw sub]eci.s which 
is to be dealt with in the Bill, but it is iust 
RS in111ortant t.hat it should bP dealt 1vith as 
1T1Q~.t of the ot.hcr subjects rcfcr:rcd to here. 
'T'hen clause 27 refers to short-weight rroods. 
rnder that clause an inspector is allowed 
to bail up a man on the street or road, and 
force him to show the rroods that he is 
ctrrying from th0 store, in order that he 
may ascertain hethcr they are shOl"t-
weight or not. That is an extraordinary 
power to g;iYo. Something of the kind wa·s 
]Wopo· -"d in a Bill which was passed so•nc 

·years ago, in which it was proposed that 
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g:·o1 2rs' c;-:, rts should be, liable to inspection 
wlFn tlwy \\'e:·e carrying goods out, in order· 
that a L·urch 1uight bo n1adc for bottles of" 
spir·its which they had no right to '811. Tlw 
provi,ion, as far as I renlcnlbcl', -..vas struck_ 
out in the other House. The effect. of this 
clause is just the same. If the goods are 
to be i!.1Spcctcd in order -~o ascertain v;hether 
the \\-eights are right or not, it should be 
done either at th~ ,hop Lefote they leave 
or else at the place o; deliYery. I should 
think that the man who receives short \\'eight 
should b.·. the one to take action. Reference 
has been made to preventing the use of mille 
fron1 CO'.' s which a,re diseased, and alsc 
f,tock ·whieh arf' killed for food purposes. I 
do not knov~ vvha t v:;e are to consider diseased 
in a case of th;;_t kind. There are n1any 
ca"es we know \Vherc, when a. beast is killed, 
it is found that the lung is adhering to tho 
ribs. Is that a c . .~_se of di\Ca[e? \Ve know 
that the companies ,,-hich buy bullocks, and 
sr,nd froz.:._•n 1neat. fro1n this country to dw· 
olJ country, ustu::Jly refuse to take such 
beasts. If the lung is found attr,ched to th' 
ribs of a boast, the carcass is rejected. Can 
that be rt:gardecl as a disease? ~ly O\Vn inl

pre' 'ion is that it is not a disease, but the 
result of a disease which has passed away. 
I say -,u because about fort:; years a;':;·o, 
v·hon cattlA were largely affected by pleuro
pneumonia, tho r(;'·~ult of that disease on the 
cattle- was that in almost every ca'e when a 
beast was slaughtered it was found that th0 
lungs w, re attached to the ribs. I speak 
fro:n n1y O\Yn personal knowledgP, because I 
used to attend the 'ards when I lived at tho 
station when cattl,; \YOre killed for the uso 
of the station and for other people as well. 
It wouid be absurd to 'Teat anything of 
that kind as if it were a di~case that. affected 
a beast so as to 1nake it unfit· for use, and 
yet we know that the meat companies used 
to reject such cattle. The matter is 1·eally 
one of very great importance, and we ought 
to have some sort of classification which 
would enable any simple-minded man like 
myself to know what will be regarded as a 
disease under the Act. I have known heaps 
of so-called diseases, which \Ve were told 
were perfectly harmless. I heard Mr. Pound 
lecture on one occ:1sion on stock cancer. 
There were other cases of so-called c"-ncer 
\Yhich he said -wore not cancer at all, and 
\vcre perfectly harmle's to those who ate the 
meat. If a bullock got a rap in the eye, the 
disease would spread over the eye till the 
ball burst, and if it were not killed it would 
be in a wretched condition. 

l-Ion. A. H. BARLOW : It was a fibroid 
tun1our. 

Ho~. A. NOR TO:\': I dare say it was. 
2\lr. Pound is mv authority for saying that 
the beast is not affected by it. I learned from 
a cable which "as published in the papers 
recently that the commission which has 
been inquiring into the subject of tubercu
losis in the old country has decided that 
tuberculous diseases are eon1n1unicable. I 
do not know whether that is so or not. The· 
conclusion I arrived at, after watching hun
dreds of ca,es, was that they ,-ore perfectly 
l·armlcc.s, but my opinion is only that of a 
layman. I wrote a gr81l.t deal on that sub· 
jcct some years ago in the papers published in 
the Royal Society's proceedings. I took a 
great deal of interest in the matter then, 
and there was a great deal of discussion. 
One pap.-,r~the last I wrote on the subject~ 
was published by the society. After that 
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ProfPsFor Cruik.:;:hank came out here, and 
while hero was asked to read a paper bc~orc 
tl1o 'e>ciety, and he chose this particular 
subject. I chmvcd a copy of the !Japer I 
read eight years before he came here to a 
friend of mine the other clay. He had also a 
copy of Professor Cruiksh;mk's report, and 
hu said they were almost tho same, 
word for word, from beginning to end. 
Professor Cruikshank said that the dis
eaS3 might be communicable from man 
tn cattle, and from cattle to man, but 
that the chnger "'as not very serious. I 
think--unless I make some mistake about 
the cablegram about the report of the Royal 
Ccnunission with respect to the cornn1unic
ability of disease through the nse by chil
dren of rnilk front tuberculosis oo\vs~it "\Vas 
stated that the disease finds a resting place all 
along the alimentary canal. These are sub
jects which appeal a great deal to those> 
,,-hc")e income depend') upon tho rearing of 
stock. I kno1v that on n1any stations dis
cased anim 'Lls WCl'O killed, and the Leof 
salted and put into a cask, and it was used 
as any other n1cat. In son1o case" beasts 
'vore selected because they were ·' lurnpics." 
That was done all over the countrv. I had a 
personal objection to eating beef "that might 
be thought to be unwholesome, and up to 
the time I left the station, instructions were> 
g_ivc~ to ~ontinuc what I had always prac
tised clurmg the many years that I had 
pleuro-pneumonia in illJ' herd-namely, that 
every be~ 't wh10h was badly injured, or which 
showed any symptom of disease, should be 
t~ken to the yard, and killed as soon as pos
"ble, and the ca1·cass was cut up and put into 
the pot and boiled for the sake of tho tal
low. T>tllow 1•rd the hide wore all I got from it. 
I bel:eve if that had been continued as a 
general practice we should have heard rouch 
lc.3s of the spread of tube1·culosis among 
hume,n bcmgs through the disease being 
com·cyed to them through the usc of meat 
which was not wholesome. I hope that in 
clo_a.ling with this Bill anything which ap
phe,; to oases of that kind will be given 
SE-'rious consideration, because if we are going 
to dPstroy numbers of cattle which are roallv 
harmless, as we may have to do if the Biil 
passes, then we shall do great wrong. I 
have said what I have clone because hon. 
members will understand that I never felt 
ai]y personal objection to this being carried 
out systematically, whether the mecg,t was 
actually dangerous for use or not. I had an 
objection to eating the beef of a beast which 
people- genoreJly regarded as being diseased. 
I want to call attention to the matter in 
order to ask hon. members, while ,the Bill 
is passing through Committee, to consider 
the questi?n, with the view of preventing a 
wrong bemg done to a largo number of 
stockowners in the State. Of course the 
obj oct of tho Bill is a good one-to pr~vent 
the sprpacl of disease-but at the same time 
it may be carried so far that the effect of our. 
good intentions may lead to muyh harm. 

Hon. A. H. BARLOW: Hear, hear ! 

HoN. T. 2\1. HALL: I listened with vorv 
great interest to the instructive speech w-;, 
haYe had this afternoon from Dr. Taylor. It 
seems alm?st unnecessary to add anything 
of a techmcal character to the debate w liich 
bas proceeded up to tho present time. But 
there are one or two points in connection 
with this Bill which will be of considerable 
benefit to the community, and they have 
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been pointed out to m8 by some gentlemen 
who have be€n con.sidering it from a trade 
~tandpoint~ and whose rocomnw-ndations, when 
tho Bill was in another place, were accepted 
as far as they had gone, with the exception 
of one matter. Since thon several 1natters 
have been discussed and considered, and some 
further amendments have been suggested, 
but they could not be dealt with in another 
place without recommitting the Bill. In the 
Committee stage of the Bill I shall probably 
confer with the representative of the Go
vernment in this Chamber on these points, 
and if necessary 1nove amendtnents in 
cort'ain directions. ' In considering legislation 
of this character which will be of such g·rcat 
benefit to the community, it is highly essential 
that there shall be no ,oopholes, and that in 
its administration tlio li'i:tes shall be laid 
clown so clearly that there can be no evasion 
on the part of the persons who a,re called 
upon to discharge important functwns m 
connection with tho administratiOn of this 
measure. (Hear, hear!) 1\TatLers of this kind 
a.ppear all right when being- leE[iFlated u_non, 
but unfortunately the mesh rs sometimes 
~o laro·o that escano is rnade by persons who 
are dc~)i:~ning to dO so, and in the adm}nistra
tion it is highly important that spemal pre
eautions should bo taken to make clear the 
law and see that it is carried out to the 
utmost. In Victoria and Now South Wales, 
wher0 this question has been before tho pubhc 
>tnd before Parliament, advisory committees 
were appointed, and theY enabled the com
missioner who had to admrmstcr the law _to 
understand the features of the commermal 
side of questions, with which, as a technical 
1nan and as a rnedica1 rnan~ he was not con
norsant, and consequently he was enabled to 
get a more cqmprehensi ve grasp of the 
conditions than he would othorvnse have got 
had he clopemded entirely upon his own 
knowledge. In the umted States of Amerwa 
and G-ennany, and in somo _other co_untnes, 
similar conditions and commrttees ex1st, and 
they have been found to work very satis
ftcctorily on account of the knowledge of 
those who form the committees, and their 
familiarity with tho conditions and exigencies 
of trade. It is not· suggested that in Queens
land a committee shouid be appointed similar 
to those in New South Wales and Victoria, 
l:;ecause they are in a position to dictate to 
a large oxt~~nt to the commi,~sioner, ~nd by a. 
majority vote could probably ovorrrde what 
he in his administrative capacrty wrshes to 
carry out. It is considered that in Queensland 
such a committee, if appro-ved of, should consrst 
of men capable of filling the position without 
remuneration, merely in the best interests 
of the community and without any r1ght 
beyond that of being there to confer, and 
having no power to vote or deal wrth ques
tions in any other way than by means of 
suggestions. It will be rocogmsed by hon. 
members that in the commCJrcial and tradmg 
community of Qrwens:a,nd we have gentlemen 
who a-rc law-:tbicling, and who will cheerfully 
concede anything which will be in thP be,st, 
interests of the community, but frequcnbv 
they are placed in a position of self-defence 
by unscrupulous traders and manufacturers, 
and almost, I might say. compeLcd to get 
into competition with them through the un
fair mean,, which arc adopted. 

Hon. B. FAHEY: And do shady things. 

Ho~. T. M. HALL: And do shady thin.':::"· 
Rut it is the desire of the f!'entlemcn who 
ha Ye spoken to me on this question that the 
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Act should i)e carried out in its strictest 
form, and that everybody should be com
pelled to toe the mark on the line on which 
they are prepared to toe it. In connection 
with some of the recommendations which 
another place has dealt with, there is a 
clause which has strengthened the Bill con
siderably; and there is another clause with 
which I am concerned, and which I will pro
bably give notice of amendments in, as 
these gentlemen are not attempting in any 
shape or form to shield anyone, but rather 
to impose penalties so as to make evasions 
more difficult than they are at the present 
time. In fact, where the Dill leaves it 
optional, these merchants want to make it 

mandatory. I am aware that 
[5 p.m.] there has been an interstate con-

ference on this particular ques
tion, and there is a disposition on the part 
of the Government to rely upon this confer
once. But why should we import Federal 
conditions into this State on questions of this 
kind? vVe haYe our own local conditions, 
which differ in some respects from the con
ditions in other places, and, when we are 
considering a Bill like this, we shou)d make 
it as complete as possible in every particu
lar. For that reason I shall urge strongly 
in Committee that, while prepared to give 
power to the Commissioner to enforce the 
administration of the Act, those gentlemen 
who are prepared to assist him should be 
consulted upon the questions which are to 
be dealt with. I do not propose to speak 
at any groat length on the preoent occa
sion, re.'.erving what I have to say until the 
Bill gets into Committee. , Before resuming 
nw seat I desire to say that I admire the 
manly way in which the Hon. Dr. Taylor 
dealt with a question which \Vas recently 
before the public, ancl one which is of para
mount importance to the community. I do 
not speak from the standpoint of medical 
knowledge or anything of that kind, but 
I do speak from tho standpoint of humani
tarianism; and, if the present Government 
are so careful in regard to public health in 
the matter of food and drugs, I certainly 
think it is something of a travesty of their 
own professed views that· they should repeal, 
bv a stroke of the nen, an Act which stands 
for a great deal -in connection with the 
health of the people of this State. I do not 
know what steps can be taken to deal with 
a matter of this kind. Many arguments 
can probably be adduced on both sides, but 
I am not here to argue the matter at alL 
I am merely giving expression to my own 
views, which I believe are also the views 
of a great many people in the community_ 
I believe that a very unwise step has been 
taken by tne Government in the matter at 
the very time that they are introducing a 
Health Bill dealing with the food of the 
people. vVith these remarks I resume my 
seat, and will dE'al with the various clauses 
of the Dill in Committee. 

HoN. B. FAHEY: I do not intend to say 
much on the Bill at this stage, although 
there is a great deal that can be said upon 
it at this stage. I rise to compliment the. 
Han. Dr. Taylor upon the very capable and 
searching analysis to which he has subjected 
this important Bill. If he had made no 
other speech in that direction, I think the 
speech he has just delivered eminently jus
tifies his position in this Chamber. (Hear. 
hear.) Not only this House but the country 
is indebted to the hon. member for his 
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spe~<oh. I think also that the Government 
of the day should be complimented upon th:e 
excellence of their legislation so far. this 
session. L; p to the present they ha v.e mtro
duced four of the most important Bills that 
have ever come into this House. I suppose 
this is one of tho most important Bills .that 
the Council has ever been asked to consider. 
It is a Bill which, if brought in by a Go· 
vernment thirty years ago, would have 
caused such a howl of indignation and so 
much opposition from vested interests 
throughout the country that in all proba
bility the tenure of office of tho Goverr;
ment that did it would have bcdll very mucll 
curtailed. Probably not so far back-p~r· 
ticularlv in tho last twenty years--tl1c 
breach \ve have made in those conservative 
barriers-habits and customs that . have 
bound us since tho davs of Moses practically 
without a change-in sanit,~ry n:atters. 
That public opinion to·day IS. sufficwntl,Y 
educated for greater adv,moes. m our sani
tary systems and in other duectwns than 
even this Bill proposes, progrecsiYe as It IS. 
The Bill is one that deserves to be closely 
scrutinised in Committee. It is essentially 
a Committee Bill, but there is no subject 
that can engage the attention of Parliament 
more important than the health of the 
people, and particularly the h0a}th of the 
children. Children are a natwn s greatest 
asset, and their health should be cared for. 
For that rF a.son, there is a W\'akness In th.e 
Bill in rnv estimation; it n1akes no prOVI
sion' for d~aling with diseased stock in our 
milking herds. It is well known that the 
bacilli of the terrible disease tuberculosis, 
which has been so lucidly cxplainec\ by the 
Hon. Dr. Taylor, locate themselves 111 every 
part of a beast, external and mternal, and 
for that reason u-ery stop should be taken 
before the Bill lcaYes this Chamber that 
some of its provisions should protect the 
health of the children of Queensland fro_n< 
tho introduction into their system of Its 
bacillus through the medium of milk. I Will 
just read the following extract for .the mfor
mation of hon. gentlemen on this subject 
from tho report of the Royal Conlln~ssion 
which sat for many years in Great Bntam, 
and whose final repmt is dated 13th July 
last:-

"London, Wednesday. 
" The Royal Commission on tuberculosi.s qas 

brought up its final report. Th~ c?mll11SSI.on 
concludes that bovine tuberculosis Is readily 
communicable to infants and children with 
fatal results, and is particularly co~municable 
to the abdominal organs and CP,l'VlCal glande. 
Cows' milk, it is stated, is a large sou1:ce -of 
infection and one-half of the cases of children 
dying fro'm abdominal tuberculosis are generally 
traceable to the human germ, but cases cf 
bovine tuberculosis in adults are sufficiently 
extensive to incapacitate the patients for life. 
The cmnnli'~ _,ioners recmnmend the adoption of 
stringent regulations and Governme~t s~per
vision over supplies of meat and n11lk, Irre
spective of whether the bovine disease occurs 
in the udders or in the internal organs. The 
cost of the inquiries made by the con1mission 
for the past ten years amounts to £75,557. 
Seven n1ore volun1es of reports are promised by 
the commission." 

That is quite sufficient to justify the <.Jounc!l 
in adopting stringent measures, wl;ule t.his 
Bill is before it, to prevent any mfection 
being conveyed by milk to the c~ildren . of 
this State. I will now read an artwle which 
appeared recently on the subject in the 
Sydney Bulletin-

" The food adulterer is a contemptible and 
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•Cowardly thief. The b-urglar gives you a sport
ing chance of catching hin1. He is a brute of 
audacious enterprise. But the 1nan who waters 
your milk, ''doctors'' your bread, or crams a 
pound of butter witn hidden lies is a 1nean 
sneaking rascal who robs tl1e invalid in th~ 
hospital and the baby in the cradle. Adelaide 
·was lute in oeginning its ca1npaign against this 
reptile. For one thing, the business had not 
been quite as bad there as in tnany other 
places; indeed, in 1nany directions the record 
had been singularly happy. But Adelaide had 
not been free fron1 the fraud by any mean~. 
anQ the crime wa :' growing. So the autho
rities decided to delve seriously intu the 
iniquity of food-falHng. In 1908 the Govern
Jnent introduced a Food and D rug•, Bill, to 
repeal existing laws which for 111any years had 
oeen dead as ScrooQ:e. 'I he officials could 
have been a~) dead as hiln, too, for all the 
infi uence thE'y l1ad. 

'' Yes, in the face of this historic farce, the 
Government measure actually provided for 
" \'Jluntary" co-operation on the part of the 
local bodies. 

"Dr. BorthwicK. Officet of Health, and Mr. 
T. E. Ellery, Town Clerk, of Adelaide, long
sighted and long-headed m.en, J-3aVv that it would 
not do. Very few do anything voluntarily 
Wht n it hurts; and, as this was going to hurt, 
the law required provision,; \Vith hooks on thern. 
Dr. Borthwick and lVIr. li':llery. s~--;ized the .::okirt 
of opportunity, and, with the powerful aid of 
the Adelaide City Council, got the volnntary 
clau~.es knocked out; and, bt- fore many were 
awar2 of it, Adelaide and suburbs had beEn 
fixed with an an1end1nent en1bodying the 
principle of cornpulsion. Most of the locaJ 
institutions had been aslf'ep for twenty years. 
and they awoke up \'ritll a ya1vn. That was 
the birth of the l\Ietropolitan County Board 
and Dr. Borthwiel~: and :Mr. Ellery are it~ 
proud parents. \Vho is the father and who is 
the 1nother need not be fought out. There 1~ 
the child, sixteen months old. a healthy, pro
grew~IYe, U<;eful infant. 

" l\'ot yet, but by and by, the authoritie:, 
intend to deal with eyerything you swallo"~N. 
VVllen you. read the rt ',ults of analyses, it makes 
you shudder to think what Y·1U have pal,·,ed 
down your throat since the food-faker got abroad 
in the land-so n1any fraud_, that we can thank 
Heaven we started off scratch with our mothers 
anyway! The most elusive food-thief is the 
milk vendor ; and Adelaide quickly found it 
must get a motor-car to catch hirn;.- Dishonesty 
goes on fleet foot, and the inspectors can tell 
of rnany exciting captures of thesF; offenders 
--:tgainst the c:mtidenc -~ of the purchasing public. 
Samples are bought fron1 the cart'· every day, 
Sunday·" included. Tlw n1nnicipnl polktman 
·carries a supply of sn1all bottles. He takes 
out three. and he- then1 fill. d frmn the big 
can. The milk-selJer may haYe one for r:. check 
analyt:is if he pleases. Another is sent to the 
Government Analyst, the third is kent in the 
-office. Of course, the milk adulterer usually 
says he is as innocent of fr,· ud as the baby 
he is starvin.;;. But, burnanly speaking, the 
analy ::iis cannot li• ; and there are the figure.s. 
Then excusec trip on the vendor's tongue. 
The cow was not up to tne n1ark, and he had 
been going to get rid of her for a long time. 
Or a boy had turned tne tap into tlle can while 
he (the vendor) was in the hospital-and he 
never c~~plains how the boy learned the trick. 
Occa~ionally the dairyman stands up and argues 
that the analysis 4R a llar. A fine settles the 
dispute. Under the county board law £20 is 
asked for the first oHence; ;1 fter that, £50 
und £100. If the initial fraud be a particu
larly flagrant one, the n1agistn te n1ay 1nake 
the tine £50, and the next time the n1ilkman 
goes to gaol for six months to think it over. 
\Vhere the:re has been a second conviction the 
name of the individual is published right 
throughout the n1etropolitan area as a rna!e
factor. And this means that 180,000 people 
or r::wre, Ecatteu~d over 155 square miles, hear 
~bent him. It is the brand of Cain. 

" This step has already been taken in one 
'instance, following a heavy fine, The policy of 

" no quarter ' has had excellent results. Before 
the county board began its campaign for 
honest food mill< adulteration, fed by official 
ineptitude ~nd administrative inefficien~Y. ":as 
comrnon. Now, according to the chref ln
sp€ctor-

·• In no 111etropolitan area of equal popu
lation in any part of the world is a 
purer milk supply, as a whole, guar
anteed to the consumer than is sup
plied in tL1S n1etropolitan county 
district. ' 

There is every reason to believe that these big 
words are true. The authorities go back to the 
:_;:;ource. Dairies art- inspected and kept up to 
the murk. The board has the handle of the 
whip-it issues the licenses. The habits and 
bjstory of the vendors of the 1nilk are noted, 
and a person with a comtnunicable disease 1S 

promptly di.s1nissed frmn the business. No de
tail is too sm_ali, since it relates to the people's 
·food. In the first ve:tr of the board"s operations 
J ,80') inspections o~f dairies were madf' It was a 
busy twelve n1onths for daLryn1en. This year the 
chief inspector has a bolder scheme stilL He 
is goir.g to make a bacteriological exarnination 
of the n1illc As a n1atter of fact, arrangements 
haye been n1ade already frJr examining it for 
tubercle bacilli. D:r. Borth1vick's object is tu 
Becure such a supply ns :::;hall be safe Pnough 
without tbe pasteurisation and :;terilisation 
which destroys useful bacteria. An eye is kept 
on all consignments of country cream and 
butter. As a rule, the 1nercllants heartily co
opErate, and ,:,ay where tl1c stuff come frmn; 
and, hand in hand with a po\v- rful body like 
the Centre I Board of health. whose operations 
extend far afield, no time -is lost in tracing 
the suppliers who are in need of a few earnr'3t 
word~ of advice. Smnples are constantly being 
obtained, and these tell the tale. Butter or 
erearn if obviously " off colour" is promptly 
destroyed." 
I have taken the liberty of reading that long 
extract to the HouSB to show how much the 
authorities in Adelaide have bpen alive to the 
nece-,sit:y of supplying the people both tl·ere 
and in the country with pure {ood. Although 
great cre,]_it is due to the Government for 
bringing this Bill in, they have brought it 
in not o, clay too soon. I believe they might 
have brought it in earlier. but the present 
head of the Government is not responsible 
for that. The Hon. Dr. Taylor has referred 
to another subject, and I regret the absence 
of any reference to it in this Bill, by way 
of rcsnscitating the clame in the present Act 
which has been practically repealed by the 
advice of two Government officers. 

Hon. A. H. BARLOW: \Vo may restore it. 
HoN. B. FAHE.Y: I am pleased to hear it, 

because in all the list of our communicable 
disBases there is nothing known to the profes
sion-there is nothing known to history-more 
appalling. more dangerous, and more terrible 
in its never-ending cffPct to the general 
public than the disease of syphilis. I believe 
myself that it is the origin and the source 
of the Bibli<'nl quotation. that " The sins 
of the father visit the children to the third 
and fourth g-eneration." 

Hon. C. F. !VIARKR: It was not known in 
historv earliN than tho time of Colnmbns. 

Hon. \:V. F. TAYLOR: It was known in the 
time of :Wo.sos. 

HaN. B. FAHEY: I believe that it is the 
euiiest disease that we know of. I believe 
that it is as old as leprosy, and as far as 
leprosy, cancer, lupns, typhoid, tuberculosis, 
yellow fever, and all those ailments that are 
so se-vero, and at ti1nes decimate \Vhol.; eoJn
muniti es, are concerned, I be1iev0, fro1n 
what I have read of this dread disease, that 
they are merely trivialities in the domain of 
disease compared with syphilis. \''h,tt in 
the name of Providence are the chnrchcs 

Hon. B. Fahf'y.] 
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doing in a cJuntry like this in not aiding 
to check tho spread of this disease-in a 
~~oung country V/ith a cli1nate \Yhich is, n1ore 
than any ot-her \Ye know in Australia, 
producti:·o of early precocity? vvhat are 
they domg '? They are our moral guide", 
and yet they allow this dread disc a ,e-this 
terrible social scourge, ihis unthinkahl.' evil 
to the con11nunih-to take iL cour,e unhanl
pered in this Ste.te. 

Hon. A .. }I. BAELOVY: The ar~·um0nt is that 
you must not make vice easy and safe.· 

Hm;. B. FAHEY : You must regulate 
and check it in a stern n1anner. There are 
Yices great and vices small. This i;;:; not a 
vice. It is an evil, and vou n1ust handle 
it firmly. \V e arc not suppo>ed to breathe 
a ,., ord about it in public; we are not supllt 
posed to refer to it by it. proper name. If 
\Ve do, we offend delicac.Y; \VB offend the 
n1oral canon; we outrage good tastf'. It is 
nearly time that the horr. gentleman and his 
colleagues got rid of this false idea and the 
false prudery that they 'com to affect, and 
deal with tho terrible m·il in a more effective 
1nannt r. I \Yas pleased to hear Dr. Taylor
con1ing fron1 a n1an -'l'vith his long pr.ofes~ 
sional experience and observation~con
dcn1ning it in tho un1ncasured rr1anner in 
which he did, and, so far a·' I am concerned, 
I shall have somdhing more plainly to say 
on thio aspect of the Bill when it reaches its 
Committee stage. I do not know that I 
shall detairo hon. members any longer. This 
is a Bill that a great deal more could be 
F,id upon in thee sec-md-reading stage, but 
the proper place to deal with it is in Com
mittee. I may tell the hon. gentleman who 
leads tho Go,·crnment in this House that, if 
there was not another an1endnv~nt made in 
l'om,aittce oven, I should look upon the Bill 
in its present form as one of the most 
important that. ever can1n into the Cham}er, 
and one of the n1ost in1portant to the com
munity; but in Committee I believe we shall 
hC' ab1c to n1ake some arnendments, a.nd I 
intend to givr_" notice of one or t-\'i~O 1nyself, 
which will tend to its ad nmtage. I entirely 
concur in the vi~·\VP· of those hon. 1nen1bcrs 
who have foreehadowed th0ir intention to 
give notice of amendments; the wisdom of 
this Hous~ should enhance its worth. l 
approve of and shall support .the BilL 
(Hear, hear!) 

Question-That the Bill be no.w read a. 
srcond tin1e-put and passed. 

HaN. A. II. BARLO\Y: I propose to take 
the same course as I did with the Police 
Offences and Summary Jurisdiction Bill-post
pone any clause for which there may be good 
rca.son for postponement. I move that th0 
co.nsider<Ltion of the Bill in Committee be an 
Order of the Da v for Tuesda v next. I hope 
hon. rnc1nbers ~iH g.f't t.h8.lr am,Pnd1n-ents 
rear1y. The Parlia1ncntary DraHsn1an will 
giYe every necerssary assi..,ta.~1ce. and as soon 
as Hunsarrl is published I shall send a copy of 
it to the Commis-ionr>r for Public Health, and 
he ,;·i!l be in attendance during the Committee 
stage to a.n,-:\\7 (T any questions that n1ay be 
put to him through me. 

Question put and passed. 

ADJOURN2'.-1ENT. 

HoN. A. II. BAHLO\Y: I beg to move that 
th..-. Council do now adjourn. 

Question put and passed. 
'rho Council adjourned at twenty-nine 

mi,mtes to 6 o'clock. 

llion. B.Pahey. 




