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846 Questions. [ASSEMBLY.] Deportation qf IIalf-raste. 

THURSDAY, 7 SEPTEMBER, 1911. 

The SPEAKER (Han. \V. D. Armstrong, 
Lockye;·) took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

PAPER. 

The following paper, laid on the table, was 
-ordered to be printed :-Report of the Com
missioner for Railways for the year ended 
30th June, 1911. 

QUESTIOKS. 

REMOVAL OF POLICE FRO:If MAYTOWX. 

l\lr. DOUGLAS (Cook) asked the Home 
Secretary-

" 1. Is he aware that all public bu:"iness at 
:rv:Iaytovvn has been suspended fo.r ;:;eyeral weeks 
past o'\ving to the absence of the police officer 
ill charge, who acts also as clerk of petty 
sessions and n1ining registrar, etc.? 

" 2. \Vhat is the reason for rem0Ying all 
police protection frmn this locality'? 

"3. \Vill he take steps to rectit-'Y this state 
of affairs by arrang;ing fo-r the innnediate 
return of the police to the di · trit t? " 

The HO;\IE SECRETARY (Han. J. G. 
Appel, (Albe>·t) replied

" 1. Xo. 
"2. F(:r the performance of Si- cial pr'ice 

duty else\~h8re. 

"3. Instructions ha•.~e aln:adv been i.:O-,ued 
dirtcting ihe police on spe·.:ial fluty to l'cturn 
to thei.t' stations as soon aJ l)Os::.-lble. ,. 

REMUNERATION OF i\1Eil1BERS OF REDISTRI· 
BUTION OF SEATS COMli!ISSIOX. 

Mr. i\fORGAN (11Iurilla) asked the Home 
.Secretary-

" 1. \Yhat sun1 of 111Jney 1.• as raid to rach 
n1e1nber of the coinn1ittee for Ref_:stri1Yution of 
Seats Bill? 

'' 2. \Vhat tin1c was occupied in the "\Vork? 
"3. •-:, -; the work 1 ~r::'orn_ d in ,Jrdinary 

office hours? 
<~ 4. \.Vas such payn::.ent (if m~y) in strict 

accorUanc'3 with Rf'gulation 11 of the public 
service? " 

The HOME SECRETARY replied
" 1. £210. 
" 2. rrhe comnlissioners began their work on 

the 1Gth January, 1911, and furni· hed their 
report on the 27th June, 1911. 

" 3. Part of the work 1;vas clone in office 
'hours. 

" 4. Regulation 11 diu not apply to the 
officers who n1ade the redistribution .. , 

RESUMED PORTIOJ:! OF POWLA.THANGA LEASE. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN (Kennedy) asked the 
Premier-

" 1. \Vhen will .tbc resun1·..:d portion of Pov,"-
1athang" h:~u::e be opened for selection? 

"2. \Yill tho township alL tlne-nts be nsail
able on the same date? If not, \Yh1 n? " 

The PREMIER (Hon. D. F. Denham, 
Oxley) replied-

" 1. The resumption does not take effect 
until 1st i\Iarch, 1912. The land will be 
opened for selection then. 

d 2. Yes." 

PUBLICANS' LICENSES. 

Mr. RYLAND (Gyrnpie) asked the Home 
Secretary-

" 1. How 111any new publicans' licenses were 
if .;ued in Queensland duriEg ihe last f1ve 
years? 

" 2. How n1any new publicans' licenses were 
issued in Queensland during the last year? 

" 3. \Vhat is the total number of publicans' 
licenses existing at the end of last year?" 

The HO:\IE SECRETARY replied -
·· 1. The nu1nber of new lle::;n: e ~ L:::ued 

during the five years ended on the 30th June, 
1911, was ninety-five. 

" 2. The nu1nber of ne\v license~; is:.,ued 
during the year ended on the 30th June, 1!)111 
v·ns twenty-eight. 

..... The number of licensC's existing on the 
80th June, 1911, was 1,636." 

PERSONAL EXPLANATIOX. 

Mr. D. HUNTER (Woolloougabba) said: 
I rise to make a personal explanation. On 
'I'uesday, 5th September, I asked six ques
tions in this Iiouse. \i\~ith a view to exp-edite 
business, I om'i'ttecl the. wordt; " hundred 
pounds " in rcgarcl to ,the various sums 
mentioned in the question; but, according to 
H ansarcl, it vvould seen1 that I asked how 
rnany '':orkerS,. dwellings have bBen erected 
for " over £3 and under £4 ;" how n1any for 
''over £4 and under £5 ;" how many fo.r 
" over £5 and .under £6 ;" and how many for 
"over £7.'' No•~·. as a matter of fact, I did 
not use the word " pounds " at all, after 
haYing asked the first question about the 
number "the contract price of which wa.s 
over £200 and under £300." Every hon. 
member in this House understo,od perfectly 
well what I meant when I said "over 3 and 
under 4," " over 4 and under 5," and so on. 
They knc\\7 that I as referring to "hundreds 
of poundc .. " You, Sir, reckoned that I should 
have used th-:.~ £ul1 terrn "hundred pounds." 
Perhaps you were correct~ but at the sante 
time you \Vere labouring under a false in1~ 
pression. I could not understand a1l you 
q,id. but from what I did hear I thought that 
you· .. \ ore onl:· trying to keep us up to the mark. 
Bu~-. when I saw this in Hansard I thought it 
1nade me look very foolish, and I vvant to have 
it put rig·ht. 

The SPE.AKER: I may be allowed to <?X· 

plain the matt-er. The House will remember 
that the hon. member for 'Voolloongabba 
asked six questions. The subssquent remarks 
I made had no bearin.,- on the matter except 
that I point-ed out that the hon. member 
was 'vrong in o1nitting the words "hundred 
pounds." t-Ie merely used the \vords "t'\:vo/' 
'' three," " four," "five,'' and so on, on11t~ 
ting tho words " hundred po.unds" in each 
instance. It really amounted to an absurdity, 
and I called the i10n. member's attention to 
it. 

DicPORTA'riON OF HALF-CASTE FRo::\I 
BOULIA. 

On the motion of Mr. HA:\IILTON 
(Gregory), it was resolved-

" That there be laid on the table of the 
House copie,, of all the papers and 1 Jrrespond
rnc-e in connection with the deportntion frc:m 
Boulia and detention in Barmnbah of a half
ct~ste named George Speechly." 
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Al\lENDi\IEXT. OF TRADE UNION LAW. 
RESUJ\fPTION OF DEBATE. 

On the Order o£ tho Dav being 
the resumption of the ·debate 
'Theodore's 1notion, as an1ended-

read for 
on i\lr. 

" That, in the opinion of this House, the 
Bovernn1ent should at the earliest nossible 
opportunity introduce legislation for t:fie pur
pose of an1ending the la"\v relating to trade 
unions so that the unjust cli:~abilitiPs which 
now operate against thoE,~ bodies n1ay be re
Ltoved; but this 8hall not apply to union.3 
\vhich contain in their rules a contributiou fo::.· 
yolitic.ll purposes"-

i\Ir. COLLISS (Burkri: \Yhcn I was c~peak· 
ing on this motion 01i tlP lOth .\ugust I 
v. as arguing that 1;YC should haye an a!nend
lTH?nt in the law, so that no.cn1bers of trade 
unions could contribute to a political fund. 
I arn very pleased to nr+ice ihat at tho pre0ent 
Tnoment one1 of the grcatF :>t trade union 
'~'Ollgresses that has boon held for S0111C VF<.l'S 

l;, sittin:s in the Lnited I{ingdon1. In to~day's 
Courirr appears the followiD.g cablegran1 :-

" The congre_s:s decidf'd n·1t to accept the 
.:-'rafle Union Funds Bill introduced by thB 
'Go"":""e~·n1nent unlt the 1nt.- ure is so an1ended 
·a:::- to entbody a con1plete rt::\Ter~~-ll of the 0.~
borne judgn1ent, \Vhicll prohibitrd the u e of 
trade union funds for po!itical purrJseB ... 

'That congress represents nearly 2,000.000 
,~_ vrkors in the. l..,.nih'd I\..in rrdorr1 \Yhile I 
-do not pose as a prophet.- l :m~,; 'lOl!lt out 
that ·what I said on th·.~ lOt·h Au; uSt Lst, in 
y,;ply to son1e of those v. ho do not belieYo 
in a.llov.'ing trade unions to L3se a fund for 
political purpo.:Jf'S, h;-''3 IJC'"'ll lrugL•lv rcdi.~0d. 
I then stated that OIF- of tho gTc t.te:t intellects 
that England has producc--1--\YiUianl ~-lorriH, 
poet, philosopher, and thinkC'r-htL~ n2·.soned 
out that. the only thin~· that ,_;·ould bring 
about reforn1 '' a.s a universal strikC\. Since 
the lOth August last ''" haYe had in the 
~Tnitc;d Kingdom ono o£ the gr::.,,_ttest in
Gustnal upheayals the vvorld has ever t.-Jen, 
Y hich has to a largo extent reali~ed the 
doctrine preached b, en tv years bC'fore bv 
\\ ... illia1n :L\forri3, in his b~ok" entitled "=-"Jev\~S 
fron1 Kov.here." 
. The SECRETARY }'OR PcnLIC I~sTRCCTION: 
''News from ::'i'owherc" is perfectly ridiculous. 

l\Ir. COLLINS: The hon. gentleman is 
quite "'.vrong. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR PcBI.IC IXSTRL'CTIOX: 
I read it many years ago. 

Mr. COLLINS: It would do the Minister 
for Public Instruction no harm if he were to 
read it again. It is ''"ith the YiO\V of avoiding 
St!ch disputes as those \Yhich took place in 
th•~ United I(ingdonl that we seek an a.Inend
•nent of the law ,,·hich wiil allow trade unions 
to fonn nolitical funds If the trade unionists 
in the ofd country do "not got an a.n1endmcnt 
of the law in the \VU~- they have indicn.ted in 
the resolution carried at their conference, 
thoy \vill n1ore than likelv have to resort 
to anothlr big upheavel. Ii1 fact, jn to-day's 
pa;v,r a late meteorologist of this State points 
out that thev are on the eve of a social 
l'eYolntion in that country. If OlE' legislators 
are wise in their generation, if this GoYern
ment realises their responsibility to the com
munity at large, they will immediately place 
upon the statute-book an amendment of the 
t.:.:rtde union lav in the direction I have 
indicated; '~nd I hope that before the end 
o£ the session tlHl Government will int,oduce 
a measure of that kind, because after all 
it is their duty to legislate so as to avoid ,s 

fur as posoible disputes of the nature of 
those I have mentioni'd. The organisation of 
labour, is going on at such a rapid rate that 
before very long v. e f hail be able to lFJ'1st 
that '.ve haYo 'JC per t'G)lt. of i.he vtorkers in 
our organi·3ations, and if Y\'C p-t~t BO pel' cent. 
oi them, there "ill be no :lifllculty in our 
getting oyer to that side of the House. The 
I-lon1o Secretary. as a rule, talks about his 
dumocrac:l', and on ltJore than one occasion 
lms stated that lw is u StatG ;;ocialist. If he 
wants to bring· abou:t an extension of what 
is tern1ed ''State Socialis~n," let hin1 give 
tra;k; unions gTeai0r pov-Jr than they lw"ve 
at the nrcs~~nt tinw. I notic xl in th0 news
paper Cabl-:'>granJs the other day that the 
~·f'·_wtionary pa.rry in the L:"nited I{ingdom
th~>.t is the party representing the \\ ealthy 
classes-are now crying out against tht--' law 
in force in the old countr~~·, rtl!d co1nplaining 
of peaceful picketing. 

The SECR:C:'l'ARY FOR PUEJ,IC \YORKS: \Vhat 
is peaceful picketing~knocking a zna.n over 
the head with a shillelagh? 

~llr. COLLINS: Xo; it is not. Nor is it 
n.rn1ing the police w·ith rifles when there is 
no l'O''\ on hand. Peaceful picketing-and I 
SQ,\V peaceful picl;.:eting in ( .)nnection \vith 
the late strike-consi·1ts in iuterYiev. ing free 
laboure1·s and trying to persuade them not 
to work. Is there anything ~~Tong in tLat forn1. 
of picketing? It is merely n1c,:.·al suasion. 
But the idea of tho Qw.cnsland Goycrnn1ent 
seems to be to pnt rifles into the hands of 
tho ~olic;, ~Yhich has '\}rndc_ncy to cause a 
brea.cn O< tno !Waco. J. ha.t 1s not, peaceful 
tHOk":'ti:ng. r~o GoYornlncnt should put a riflo 
1nto tbe hands of a polj, en1an unless the 
opposing force i-~ arn1(' J to the teeth. In the 
ca~\o of the sut;n.r-v,'ot:kors' strike the n1en at 
T0 1?:nsvillo V\-erc not ;' rnwd, and whv should 
the Goyernn1ent ha ~.-c LJ;;:en the trOuble to 
r nn thG no lice a -tinst a bodv of nnarn1ed 
l~~en, "':. ho~ ·,-,'ere sn:nply go in;;· ~to argue with 
i-ne free laboun "S, and try to convince then1 
i hat they were dOing 1111 rnj U!'V to th. ir own 
class by taking the places o( the n1en vvho 
'Y8''E' on '-.trike? 

1\[r. R-YLAND: They were doing an injury 
to the .:otate. 

:'llr. COLLIKS: Yes. as the han. member 
fo Gympio '-:lys, theY "'sere also doing an 
injury to the State. 

JHt. RYLAXD: And to themselves. 

Mr. COLLINS: And to themselves, too. 
To-cluy not oniy in the United Kingdom, but 
thro-:.Jghout the yvorld, nearly every trade 
union ihr_: is iu the fighting line o£ the labour 
moveEwnt fayours political action, becausa if 
\YC nl'rJ going to capture the political 1nachine 
-and 1ha.t is our ai.LL1. and ideal-·we must 
have fnnd:r for l:he pnrpo ;e. I do not deny 
that the airn and ideal of the organised 
work2rs of the \\orld is to control the Go· 
vernn1cnts of the v.~orld. so as to avoid trade 
disputes. So lon::; as _cciety is divided into 
t.v. o da'3sos-t ho " B. a Yes " and the " I-Irr ve 
I~ots," as th~ y haYe been ter!lH'd by Carlyle
so long shall 've haYe indu,Jrial d'sputes and 
strike~:. If \Ye are allo\vecl to use some of 
our funds for political parposes, we shall be 
the sav'om·" of society, and shall be able to 
avoid those bi" industrial upheavals which 
havP- tak0n pl~ce throu~·hout the civilised 
world. \Y c ha Ye just witnessed a very big 
uphe-aval in e:ne country. and I venture to 
predict that the next big strike within the 

J1fr. (JfJl,1,":nR l 
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next five or ten years will be an international 
oHe, Lnuging into hne- thf' whole organised 
"\Y-)rkers of the wrJrld, because that is what 
v1e are n ally con1ing to. An intern.ational 
bi~· upheaval will take place before 1nany 
yo.. ars ar2 pa~t~ unles-.. the different organisa
tioJJ · ~Ji 1\'0rkel·,,, through thmr uu'ons, and 
through being allowed to usc the'r funds for 
political purposes, can capture the Govern
ments of the world, and get what they desire. 
unions do not stand still. Standing still 
means d:,•.tth to unions. \Y e must all tho time 
be a,:,gressin, all the time fighting for tetter 
conditions, and it is ovving to that Yery fact 
that we have 1nade progress. \Yebb's "Ilis~ 
tory Of tJnioni.sm," which \YC have in tho 
library-tho history of unionism for the last 
100 years-is very painful n a ding indeed. 
'The fight, \\8 have had to maintain our posi
tion and the position we hold to-day has been 
a real up-hill battle against the powers that 
be. Just the same as in tho early days the 
trades un'ons had to fiu;ht to get a Track 
Union Act, so now the day has arrived when 
we must fight for an alteration of that law, 
with the view of avoiding disputes, became 
there is any amount of capital standing be-
hind the nowc·rs that are onr;o.cd to us. It 
is the a(;,;un1ulation of centUries o£ wealth. 
and owing to that aCCL!mulation of centuries 
we t.oo rnust be given an opportunity of 
making our un:ons political unions, to ac r:u~ 
mulatc~ fnncls to fight the OPJlosing forces. I 
"\Yas v~~ry pleased to read a t0lcgran1 in to 
day's pap ~r~one of the n1c'-'t conservative 
papers yon have in Queensland, the Bri~ba7lP 
Courier, but nohvithstanr1inq their conserYa· 
tism they haYe to puL!ish such cablegrams ae 
this 

:'\fr. CORSER: It shows their fairness. 

'Hr. COLLINS: Wh:·, they have no fairness 
in t,hem at all. Read the rcnort of the hon 
wornber's speech, and rny owi1 speech to-day. 
(Laughter.) As I read the other day, trado 
unionisn1 in Go?rmany has g-one ahead by 
leaps and bound< .. during the past fiye years. 
and at the present moment the peace of the 
world, to some extent, drpendg upon tho 
trade union n1oven1ent ln that, country. 

:\Ir. O'Srr~LlYAN: The hope of the 'Tories. 

:\Ir. COLLIKS: It is the hope of the 'Torie" 
to ~mve society, to s~~vc, n1ay be, blood.'3hed 
behvecn two great countrie~. Organised 
lah.mr alone will be able to saYc this conflict 
between two of tho greatest powers on earth. 

::\Tr. RYL.\~D: :I\1nn's a PHU1 the ·-orld OV<'1, 

PO broth 'rs be for a' that. 

:VIr. COLLI2\IS: That is "·hat \Yo are try
ing to bring about. An a1nondn1f'nt \V;Is 
nwvf'rl to this n1otion bv the ~linj~ter for 
Public J:nstrnction with n: Yi<'w of killing it., 
bccan~P \YO 1.Yill hRYC to yotc against the 
ntotion as arnendcd. 

The SECUET·\RY :FOR PrnLIC Il\~TRLCTIO~~: 
a;n ~urpriPed. 

~Ir. COLL[KS: The r>ntendnlC'Ut rrad'S-
thts shall not apply to unions which 

( in their rulE:.; a contribution for politi-
r ·I pur;"'8ses." 

That i:~ \Yhat the unionists jn England are 
dPnulnding at tho present tirne, that they 
Rhnll us0 thciT funds for political purposes, 
anr! that is what we in Quef"1Sb.nd demand 
also. Lndcr the present tradf' union law 
'"e haYe no protection at all, and '"e have 
been refused registration for one of the big
g-est unions in the State-namely, the Austra
lian \Vorkers' _._.\ssociatjon, and hon. rnernbers 
opposite might as well try to stop the waves 

[ .iJf r. Gall ins. 

beating on the sea shore as to try to stop 
the progress of that union. In four o~ five 
vcars i~ 1nav do.minate not 011ly the Indus
t:·ial but the nolitical lifo of this State. 
It \Yill rcprcser;t the organis~d wor.kors of 
this State in one grand union, With one· 
grand object., the muaucipation of 1nan fron1 
rnan. 

OPPOSITION ~1EMBERS: II ear, hear ! 

Mr. GUX='J (Carnanon): It was not 
111y intention to speak on this question, but, 
as nobody elsr seems to wish to say any· 
thing, I do not see why I should not make 
a few ro1narks. As fUr a.s I can sec, the· 
"hole trend of this debate is whether we 
are to be socialists or not to be socialists. 

11 r. R.YLAND : " To be or not to be. H" 

(Laughter.) 
Mr. GU:\fN: I do not believe in socialism, 

therefore if it co1ne~ to a vote, I will ha Ye 
to Yotc dgainst a Bill of this sort. I think 
it is the unfortunate non-unionitJts \Yho want 
protection. The non-unionists ~o:w are in 
a Ycry pccn1iar position. (OprJOsihon 1augh
h'r.) I haYe had men '.Yorbng for me and 
then c01ncs along a union delegate "\Yho 
wants thcn1 to take a ticket, and the n1en 
saY "\Vel! it is no yer~' great t,dyantage 
to~ 'me to take a ticket.~ \Vhat am I to 
do?" J\llv adYicc always is to take a ticket. 
If I ,., as~ a labouring ~nan, I would belong 
to a union. 

:\Jr. J. M. HcNTER: You belong to a 
union llOW. 

Mr. GU:\'K: Of cour:oc I belong to a 
union. I think it is a ycr:,· good tl~i1;g to 
belong to a union, but it is a ...-cry dltf~reut 
thing to COIYlpel everybody else to JOin a 
union. \Yhy should people be compelled to 
join a union'' All this sort of legislatJo!l, 
it seen;s to n1c, is to co;-:1pel p0011le to 
belong to different unions, and I d?. not 
think it is right to compel p~oplc to JO!ll a 
union against their will. SotT!.C peoi?lo sa_) 
there is nothing compulsory about It, but 
·when you pay to a n1an, "If you do_ n~~ 
belong to a union, you cannot get. a JO_?, 
there is a lot of compulsion about 1t. '1: ou 
starYe a 1nan into bclor;ging to a union. 

)1r. J. ~1. I:IU);'TER: Your union would not 
help you if you did not belong to it. 

1\Ir. GUN~: Our union does not sta' Ye 
people into joining that union. I nnnem ber 
when the1·e \Yere no unions in Queensland. 
and I think the working man was just as well 
otf then as he is now. Ho did not hav~ any 
ttnion lm·ies to pay, and there are a yery great 
number of other hxes that ho did not have to 
pay. 

:VIr. FoLEY: Ho had no mono: to pay 
them. 

::\lr. GU2\f1'\: Tho old hands go· on 
YC'l \~ \Yell indeed. or eig-ht shillings 
a 11"-cek in the olden ''as Just :3 s good 
as twice that atnount now. \Yhcn I can1c 
to the colony with my father it .'v~s a Yery 
ptrango thing indeed to ~ee a cn-11 soi·vant 
of an:,? de·mription. But now if you go do1vn 
the street about throe men out of every two 
von meet a1·e civil servants. (Loud laugh
ter.) The people of Queenslan~ have to 
keep all these civil servants go1~1g. That 

brings me to tho questwn why I 
[4 p.m.] do not belieYe in so much social-

istic legislation. All our com
plainb· so far through this lengthy debate 
haYe been that so-and-so has not been 
getting sufficient pay, this industry has not 
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been getting sufficient protection. It is a 
fight really between employer and employee. 
The employer in this case is the Govern
ment, and the Government is always fight
ing with the employee. I think it would 
be far better if we encouraged more private 
industries; then the employee would fight 
the private owner or manager of the indus
try, and the consequence would be that the 
Government to-day would be a much bette1• 
arbitrator than it is now. It cannot arbi
trate very W(\11 with its own employees. 
That reminds me of· a yarn which I heard 
a long time ago about a Mormon. He was 
arguing about tho advantages of two wives 
o\·er one. (Laughter.) He explained it in 
this way-tho European, he has one wife, 
she fightec he; the Mormon, he has two 
wives, she fightee she. (Laughter.) 

::'>Ir. COYKE: \Vhere would the man come 
in who is without a wife gt all? 

Mr. GCKN: Tho trouble is that at the 
present tin1e \ve haYo so 1nany civil ser
vants. It would bo much bettor if we had 
not so many people in our employ-if they 
were employed by private individuals. \Ve 
could pass laws for their go?d housing, such 
as the Shearers and Sugar Workers Accom
modation Act-all those things I do believe 
in-but I think tho Government are trying 
to do far too much in the wav of socialism 
\Ve have the Ipswich worksh;ps, with eve~ 
so many men employed there. Do any of 
those men support the Government that 
give them employment'! 1\ot one of them. 
(Opposition laughter.) ·whenever we employ 
a rnan, no n1at~er whether it is a private 
en1ployer or as a GoYernn1ent, \vo n1ake him 
an enLn1y right away. I do not know what 
the reason is. (Laughter.) Just the same 
way as 1f ,·ou lend a man £10 he is an 
enrmy for life. (Laughter.) I thi~k it would 
be much better if our railway rolling-stock 
was constructed by priYate individuals· we 
would get it cheaper than we do at the' pre
sent time. vVe have far too much socialism. 
~\. Trades Disputes Bill means this : That 
you would still further l,crsecute tho non
unionist. The non-unionist at the present 
clay 1s the man who IS persecuted. \Vhen I 
was a younger man it was quite the reverse. 
At one tir_ne the unionist was supposed to 
have no nghts, and there 1s no doubt that 
he was persecuted ; but the unionist at the 
pre;oent time ha~ ar;y amount of protection. 
!t IS the non-unwmst at present who· wants 
protectwn. 

Mr. COYNE: He gets police protection. 
An HOKOURABLE l\TEl\IBER: Haye you read 

J\fark Twain's " Mississippi Pilot"? · 

::\Ir. GUNN: I read Mark Twain's ":Mis
sis~ippi Pilot" many yoa.rs ago, and the only 
thmg I can remember about it is that Mark 
Twain said that the flashest man he ever 
saw was the man who could jump in the 
air and knock his heels together three 
times before he reached the ground again. 
(Laughter.) There is a great deal said about 
what unionism has done. and that it has 
raised wages. No doubt it has raised wageR, 
but, on the other hand, what has been the 
resulL? The manufacturer has had to raise 
the price of his goods. Take a boot factory, 
for instance. If the employees go on strike, 
and get a rise of wages, up goes the price of 
boots. Then again, the employer will per
haps put up the price too, and again there 
is another strike of the employees. They get 
a rise again, and up goes the price of boots 
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again. It reminds me of the time, when I 
was travelling in the far West .. I had a new
chum with me, and I gave h1m some flour 
and asked him to bake a damper. He got 
the flour out a.ncl put water into it. Then 
he found he had put in too much water-:
made it too liquid. Then he had to put m 
more flour and made it too stiff. There was 
always too' much of one thing or too much 
of the other. · That is the same as it is at 
t.he present time. The employee gets too 
high a wage; then the manufacturer has to 
raise tho nrice of his moducts, and the con
sequence i~s like it was with this newchum's 
damper which turned out to be sodden and 
had to be. thrown into the creek. That is 
\Yhat your legislation "ill lead to if you are 
not careful. You will raise the price of 
products such as boots, clothing, until it 
;,,-on't nav tho manufacturm:J to make them, 
and yotl will have to get them from aliens in 
foreign countries. I do not object to unionism 
at all: it i:J a good thing in its right place. 
It is like. fir-e. :B'iro is one of the best servants 
~.ve have got; it cooks our food and docs a 
grPat many things that we could not do 
\Yithout. But allow fi,·e to go rampant, and 
see where you arc! It is the same with 
unionism. Unionism is a splendid thing if 
it doe-; not go mad. I think unionism is 
going mad to a certain extent all over1 the 
'Vorld. \Yh"t is the rc ~son? Per hans it may 
bo that we ha.yo too much niachinery. 
Machinery is perhaps ·doing away with 
labour in some cases; a.t any rate, it is 
extinguishing small trades. \Yhen I was a 
~·,_ '_lngster, every novv .i-nd thell you carne
aero::-"' a sn1all shop whore a man, called a 
cGbbler, rnade hootS for himsdf. He did not 
lihe unionism. he charged what he liked. At 
V1e pre~cut tin1e the;:;e cobblers are extinct, 
and they go into big factories to make boots, 
and as soon as thev go into the big factories 
fhev form unions "'That mav bo the reason, 
but' it is a fact that indust;·ial disputes are 
more rampant in every part of the world. 
Every now and then we get a wave of 
socialistic ideas flowing over the wm·ld; 
wh'ether this wave is going to down the 
Government, or perhaps down Queensland, 
I do not know. You must remember what a 
serious thing it was--

An OPPOSITION ]\fE:hlBER: What? 

Mr GUNN: The French Revolution. 
(Laughter.) It would be a very serious thing 
if we had a revolution in the British Empire 
or even in Australia. 

l\lr. O'SULLIVAN: Get rid of the cause, and 
there will never be anything like that. 

:Mr GUNN: I think a great deal of the 
cause. is this: We have that tired feeling and 
would like to. get somebody else to work for 
us and not to work for ourselves--or not 
to~ much. (Laughter.) We object to work 
ourselves. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! and 
loud laughter. 

Mr. GUNN: Another cause is this: We 
always like to divide up with somebody 
that has something to divide. I do not 
believe in divide-uperism, because I have 
a little to divide. But if I was on the other 
side and had nothing to divide, I would be
lieve in divide-uperism. (Laughter.) There 
are a great number of people who advocate 
divide-uperism, especially when they have 
not got anything to divide up themselves. 

Mr. Gunn.] 
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Mr. COLLINS: What authorities are you 
quoting from now? 

Mr. MANN: He is mixing up socialism and 
cotnmunism. 

Mr. GUNN: You can take the example 
of other nations that have tried socialism. 
There was also a colony of people went 
from Australia, under Mr. Lane, to South 
America, and I do not think thev made a 
great success of socialism over the1:e. 

Mr. ALLEN : That was not socialism. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Thev had 
to live on monkeys and beans. • 

Mr. GUNN: That socialistic experiment 
broke down. There is another object lesson 
in connection with socialism which to 1ny 
mind can be quoted as being inapplicable. 
Take the aboriginals of Australia. I do not 
think the aboriginals of Australia ever 
asked for a Trade Disputes Bill. (Laughter.) 

Mr. ALLEl-i: Don't you think they want 
one? 

Mr. GUNN: I think they are as much 
entitled to a Trade Disputes Bill as some 
of tho people who are now advocating it. 

J\1:r. COLLINS: You surely don't put us on 
a levci with aboriginalr. 

Mr. GUNN: The aboriginal is the true 
socialist. He has to divide up >vith tho rest 
of the tribe. If an aboriginal catches two 
'possums, he has to give one to his fellow 
tribesmen. If he b·~ilcls a gunyah that is too 
big for himself, then the whole tribe can 
come and live in it if they wish to do so. 
The uboriginals are the true socialists, and 
wh<>t have they come to? They have cmne 
to nothing, and that is what will happen to 
this resolution-it will come to nothing. 

Mr. HARDACRE (Leichhardt): I listened 
attontivel;c to the humourous speech of 
the hon. mcmher for Carnan'on, and his ob
jection to the 1notion scuns tO be -th,J.t it 
prt:1.rent_, a n1an from getting \York unlc<;;s he 
joins a union. The leader of the Govern
mont argued that tho motion wanted to give 
the majority in the unions the right to in. 
flict an injustice on the minority. The argu
lncnt of the hon. n1einber for Carnaryon was 
that a man would not be able to grt '·ork 
anywhere else if he, did not join thL union, 
and thL argum~~,nt of tbc leader D£ the Go
vernn1cnt \vas that 1nen1bcrs of the union 
would be compelled to contribute to tho poli
tical fund of the union, ·---hether they wished 
to do so or not. One arg·ument was ac·ainst 
joining a union, and the other \IUS against 
joining a union or association for political 
purposes. They pl·actical!y object to workers 
joining together in a body for political 
purposes. 

Mr. CoRSER: It is forcing those who be
long to a union to contribute to that union 
for political purposes which they do not be
lieve in. The minoritv have to be over-
ridden. · 

Mr. HARDACRE: I contend tho m·gu.
ments of members opposite is an attempt 
to prevent workers joining together for poli
tical purposes. vVhy should not workers have 
the right to join together to carry out any 
objects as the majority might decide? The 
majority must rule in such case·-, and the 
motion as originally introduced was an 
endeavour to allow workers to join together 
for political purposes and as a trades union. 

[Mr.Gunn. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: And 
practically to exempt them from any re
sponsibility. 

Mr. COYNE: Nothing of the sort. 

Mr. HARDACRE: There is nothing of 
that in this proposal at all. The workers 
wish to improve their position m two ways 
-to join themselves together for the benefit 
of their own trade and in order that they 
may be able to cl~ anything effectively ~o 
enable them to take oolitical actwn. I w1ll 
gh·e one or two cases ~for cxampl.e. \¥ e have 
tho 1¥ ages Boards Act, but 1t h_as been 
stated that thc1 vV ao-es Boards Act >s by no 
means perfect. If" tho trade unions think 
they cannot get justice under the Wages 
Boards Act is it not right and proper and 
necessary f~r thorn to do ,,-hat they c..tn to 
gAt that justice which they rcqmre? And 
tl1ev want to a-ct it bv law. It was the same 
with the vVorkers' Compensation Act. HaYe 
the workers not got the ri;ht to join to
gether to get passed by th.: Legislature le;;->s· 
lation such as the \Yorkers' Compensatwn 
Act which is for their bcneftt? The only 
thi,{o- in the motion before the House is that 
the ~vorkcrs may be enabled to ,·cdre's their 
grievances by the aid o~ tho la,y· of the 
country. Thoro 1s nothmg more m the 
n1otion than that. It has been argued that 
if the moti0n is passed, a n1an -will not be 
able to g·et employment unl~ss he joins a 
union. If such a state of thmgs does exrs;c, 
it is incumbent on those who object to this 
n1otion to bring in a la "\V to prevent :::uch 
a thing being done. 

Mr. COYNE : How can such a thing 
hap:Jen? 

]\lr. HARDACRE: It can never happen, 
but I am just saying what can be done if 
it does happen. 

'Tho SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC 'yY ORKS : Is it 
not happeninf, e,_-ery clay? 

Mr. HARDACRE: No. 
The TREASURER: \,-c ha.-e had evidence of 

it. 
l\1r. 'THEOD0:1E: Qiya us son1o evidence of 

it. 
Mr. HARDACRE: Tho arguments which 

haYe be( n raised arc ar;::;u1nents "\Yhich could 
b0 1nadc to apply a~·ai'D.st unionisn1_ at the 
present tirno. Th1 that a man cannot 
get omployn1e11t unit'S is a unionist. I~ it 
is a ViTong thing to pre\¥cnt hirn from get~1n~· 
cn1ployrnent when this motion is pas~f-d, It IS 
a wrong l,hing no-w,.. But such a tlnng does 
not exist, and w-:mlcl not exist if this motion 
'-cas carried. I do not intend to talk t!us 
motion out, but I \',aut to get back to the.main 
question as it ,,~as "\Yhen it was first rntro
dtJCed into this Chamber. The Hon. the Secre
tary for Public Instruction very ingeniously 
attempted to side-track us by moving 
an amendment ,.,-hich really had the effect 
of killing the motion. I have an amendment 
to move on tho question, and I hope wo wlll 
get a vote on it and so get back to the 
original question. I move that the follow
ing words be added aftm- the word " pur· 
poses"-

" Unless such rule:::; lLtve been or arc here
after adopted by a n1ajority of the n1embers 
of the union concerned." 

If the motion is amended, we will see if the 
Government are in favour of it be.ing passed 
or not. 

Mr. LESINA: From what elate 1 



Amendment rrf [7 SEPTEMBER.] Trade Union Law. 851 

Mr. HARDACRE: "Have been or are 
hereafter adopted." That will apply to any 
rules passed by the majority of the members 
concerned. It can only apply where the rules 
have been passed by the majority. 

Mr. SWAYNE {J!fackay): I would have 
voted for the original n1otion as an1end-ed 
by the Secretary for Public Instruction, but 
I -cannot see my "\Yay to Yote for the an1end
ment of tho hon. member for Leichhardt, 
because I do not think that in political mat
ters any majority have the right to coerce 
the n1inority. 

Mr. LESIKA: This is a case oi the majority 
deciding for itself. 

Mr. SWAYKE: People should have tho 
l'; ght to return to Parliament the men they 
think best fit to represent tit em ; and I 
>n:uld be the last to question that right. 
As far ·as union') are concerned, I ,anl "\villing 
to concede that in tho past they have been 
'a benefit; but I think that .at the present 
time unionisn1 is h-eing earricd to extren1es. 
I -would like to point out that during the 
last fc,v years ,,~e have had indu.:;trial la,vs 
unci an1efidn1onts of indu.,tria.l laws by tho 
-cl.ozen in the hope that they would put :::n 
end to strikes. But ha' that be"n the case? 
T do net think o. I find that in Xow South 
\Y ales betwec t 1896 and 1908 the.. passed 
tv.enty-hro 1neasurc: to regulate the rela
ticns bQt\Yeen cr:_lployer -and cn1plo;\od. In 
Scnth Australia bv.cntv-throe such la·ws '\vere 
pa:::~«:.e·d; in Tas1nania, ~ 16; and iu the other 
f:tat-es similar legislation has been passed. 
But it not brought about i11-dustrial 
p. ace tl>.J as I c~n sec: and I think that 

face of .all this it is tin1 to <«?riouslv 
bo1v £,ar vvo arc going in this direC

tion. In return for 6ranting their -wishPs 
in this rcspcnt, find tho union:; are band-
ing to--::c~hcr for oi n1orc indu~--
trial ,, ar-n1ore ern player;:; 
and 

2'1lr. \';~hat docs the Employers' 

:'\11-. SIVA YC\TE: Thev d<1im no special 
c~as .... privilege, at any rate; they don't claim 
compulsory preference. I ren1arked just 

that we find the unions, on whoso 
this ,a,lnondn1<?nt is n1ovcd, aro sin1ply 

1vhnJcver po-wer they c_t.n g€t for tho 
o"L ·s· irring strife. .._t\..nd the 
it is · pro1notion of the::;o 

o" con-('erncd ha ,~<.:; 
Y0ice~~:, {t. l' de• these rn att:.)rS arc 
bv small minorities I find that as 

far back ~ - 1903 tho L:lbour 
i.::-1 S. had bPfore it a 

"The scbeJne- "\vhich th--: Sr:lney Labour 
Cou r>.cil has before it for "\Yidening tlu: ::- c::.pe 
of its operations, and aiining at permanent 

mrer the Rfl'lliat--rl unions, was much 
sed in Labour c~rcles to-day. The new 

is that the CJun-. il 8hould no lm1c~r be 
n1erely ttn ad-'vi<Jl'Y budy, but that tbe unions 
"l1a1J be subjl·:::t absolutely to tl1e ·;-.ill of the
Labour C'Juncil of Xew South \\"'ales, the title 
by ·which it is proposed that the body shall 
be known in future." 

::Ylr. CoYNE: Don't you place power in the 
lw.nds of tho Oo"bind? 

Mr. SWAYNE: The idea is that the 
council is no more an advisory body to the 
unions, but the unions must .absolutely sink 
their opinions .and bow to the will of the 
Labour Council. 

" Each union sending delegates to the council 
·'Will be obliged to confer plenary powers upon 

them, and in the event of the delegates as a 
whole deciding on some important. :ssue the 
unions are to be bound by that dec1s10n abso
lutely, whether they approve of it o~ not. One 
clause of the projected new conshtutwn sets out 
the position clearly and unmistakably-" every 
society and council affiliated shall .ag~ee to 
abide by the decision of the council ll1 all 
rnatter·,: · requiring its intervention and judg
ment.'' 

Mr. THEODORE: Arc you quoting from the 
"'Sugar Journal"? 

Mr. SIVA YNE: Before any strike was 
called on it used to be considered that those 
who had to suffer-those who had to bear the 
brunt of the trouble--should hav·e the· oppor
tunitv of \'otin o· bv ballot; but this does 
not look like it."' ' 

An OPPOSITION ::\<1EMBER: vVhat >al'O yon 
quoting from? 

Mr. SvYAYXE: I am quoting from a 
tekgram to the Brisbane Obscl'cG,. in 1908. 
It. is not an editori.aJ, but a Pres3 telegram, 
Y,,hieh I think will be admitted to giYe the 
fa.ots. Then, again, we find that the Leader, 
-the \Yeeldy is··~ued a,t thP A(Je office, contarn_s 
a report t.:oneerning a pro _,_JoE ~·d n-c\Y organr~ 
sation. This is dated 15th July, 1911-

" The ~·E:port of the c01nmittee appointed to 
df'vise a scheme for closer orbanisation of 
·unions was presented to the rrrades Hall 
Council on Thursday, 6th instant, by lVIr. 
Smart." 

The recommendations included tho following 
propor,als :-

"That the Trad(- Hall constitution be 
a1nendecl to emr.Jwcr the council to 
control ._- nd finance strikes, and to 
secure a mor-e efficient consolidation 
of unioni m by :~;rouping the unions 
into families of allied trades or occu
pations." 

OPPOSITION ME}IBERS : It is a very good 
movement. Do you fear that? 

='vir. SWAYNE: 
" For de:!:f"lCe purposes and delegation vn 

til( couEcil, cnicn.;:; be grouped as 
follo" s :-" 

And ;_.o on. 
"Each union in u group shall annually 

elect represent:ttiYes''-

And "0 on. 
"All gener.1l trade di- pulP'~ n1ust be re

ferrt<l by the union concerned to the 
f:T"UP e:xeeutivc'·-

1:-\nd so on. 
" TLe council shall be con1posed of repre

s"?ntatives fro1n the various groups"-

And so on. 
" The count l shall establish a strike fund, 

to which every affiliated union 
(whether n1eeting in the hall or not) 
shall contrib:..rt-9 a quarterly payment 
for each financial 1nen1ber. Should 
the council declare a 8trike, it shall 
haye power to make a levy on all 
unioni' ts not on strike, such levy to 
be collected by the officers of ·the 
various unions, and paid into the 
strike fund of the council as soon a.$ 
poLsible. It is recommended that all 
contributions shall be ba'-ed on mem
bers' earnings, and that sex distinc
tions shall not be recognised. 

" When a strike has been declared, the 
council shall have absolute control, 
and 1nay call out any unions or indi
vidual rnembers it deems necessary 
to bring the strike to a successful 
issue." 

The whole scheme is simply to prepaTe for 

Mr. Swayne.] 
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industrial war. Ko doubt there was a time 
when the worker .!lad to strike to get his 
rights. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

ll1r. S\VAYNE: If such was now the case in 
Australia, I would be the last to deny him 
that right; but we are past that stage now. 
We have tribunals appointed to deal with 
any dispute; and unions have no more right 
t~ take the law into their own hands than 
individuals; yet we find that when these 
troubles are going on thBy daim to be above 
the l•aw. In olden times we know that tho 
nobility used to claim absurd privileges; 
but now we find it is tho other side-the 
unions-who claim to be above the law. 
The other day in Queensland men claimed 
tho right to break agreotnents; .men \Vere 
instigated to repudiate their debto and to 
assault .and interfere with men following 
their lawful callings a.t the instigation of a 
union. In support of what I just said, I will 
quote from a l\lackay paner of last month-

" A Rerious situation was created at Pley
stowe ye"·terday by a mob of forty or fifty n1.en 
visiting farms where cane~utting was in pro-
gress, and resorting to violence to c01npel 111.en 
to cease work. On Mr. Penny's farm, where 
five cutter were at work, it is alleged the 
mob entered the land and attacked the n1.en 
"'l.vitb sticks of sugar-cane and inflicted evere 
punishment on each, one poor old chap, sixty
fiye yc"1rs of age, receiving a cut on the head 
and injury to his collar-bone, while all tbe 
others were cut or :marked with lun1ps fron1 
the blows." 

Mr. 
f,·om? 

HnnLTON: What are you rGading 

Mr. 
Daily 

S\VAYNE: I am reading from the 
Jirrcmy. (Opposition laughter.) The 

only papers that han. members 
[4.30 p.m.] on the other side like to hear 

quoted are the Sydney Bulletin 
and the Trorkcr-

" Other farm-, were visited, anU intin1idation 
used to p:-event the men from_ continuing work. 
A lawless 1nob also entered the n1illyard and 
threatened the n1en on the carrier, and oth€r 
r:otous proceedings 1narked the outbreak. 1\-ir. 
J. C. Penny, the manager, secured police 
assistance as speedily as possible; but at 
latest advice..; nothing ha8 been done to bring 
the offenders to justice. Subsequently, two 
policemen were sent to the mill, and other 
precautions were taken to prevent a recurrence 
of the attack." 

Mr. THEODORE: Did that prove it? 

Mr. S\VAYNE: \Ve know the men were 
injured. and they did not injure themselves. 
They did not take sticks of can" and hit thern. 
selves with them; it was the work of a picket. 
Again, in a letter that I received from a 
friend in 1\Iackay there was a description of a 
disturbance that took place there on a cer· 
tain Saturday night not very long ago. 
Some young fellows camo into tmyn to play 
tennis, and they wore a blue nbbon, the 
colours of their club, and they had to seek 
police protection simply for wearing their 
club colours. Things have come to a pretty 
pass in what is called a free country '"hen 
you cannot wear a blue ribbon in your but
tonhole without your life being endangered. 
And yet the Opposition are asking. for addi. 
tiona] powers for men who do this sort of 
thing. I do not know whether these men 
were the leaders of the unionists, but there 
is reason for believing they were pickets. 
There is a case pending, however, in which 
one of their leaders is concerned, and, as I 

[Mr. Swayne. 

do not wish to say anything about a case
that is sub judice, I shall not pur~ue. the sub
ject any further. At any rate, It IS P';'bho 
property that such things as I have mdi
catod are happening in more than one town 
in this State. .1\o doubt the hon. mem
ber for Burke believes in such conduct, and 
is quite prepared to defend it, but I do not 
think the majority of the people m Quee.ns
Iand desi1·o to sec this state of affmrs. 
Again, I notice in tho telegraphed report 
of the proceedings of the House of Repre
sentatives in to·day's papers, that :!'!Ir. 
Deakin said-

" ~What could be said about the condition of 
affairs in Adelaide, where, for t\VO days, pa -
sengers had to get a permit from the union 
officials to use the ,~treets? " 

There you are again-law-abiding ci.tizens 
cannot walk in the public streets without 
obtaining permission from the body whom 
han. members on the other side ask for 
additional pmYers for. It seems to me that 
l heY have rathPr too much power 1f they 
are v able to con1pel citizens to ask for per
mission from them before thev are allmYed 
to walk in a public road. I think they have~ 
too much power. 

"'lr. COLLI1\f : They had to get permission 
to carrv the mails the other dv"y in the old. 
countr~;· 

Mr. S\Y ·' YNE : Does that make it right 
here? Hon. members opposite tell us what 
hcts been done in tho old country, but we 
must not forg·ct that the wage·earner here 
has priYileges that the wage~earner m the 
old country does not possess. But e1·en If 
thore wcw any justification for this sort 
of thing in the old country-and I do not 
admit that there is-that justification does 
not exist here, bGcause there is a tribunal 
to '"hom they can appc "t! if they are 
wronged. 

~Ir. }1ULLA~: "\\To \Yant to n1ake assurance 
doubly sure. "Eternal Yigilance is the price 
of liberty." 

Mr. S\V A YNE: Hon. members on the 
other side do not wa,nt anybody else to have 
any liberty unless the.r agree with them. That 
is what thoy are trying for. 

j\lr. O'Sc:LLIYAN: If you make the umon 
CJnditions so good, you might join one, and 
partlCipate in the benefits. 

1\Ir. SWAYNE: \Ve have heard w great 
deal about the Amalgamated 'Workers"' Asso
ciation, and its willingness to comply With 
the law. 

JYir. HA~HLTON: You will hear more of it 
before you die. 

Mr. S\YAYNE: I can quite understand 
han. members on the other side do not want 
the other side to be heard, but it is only 
right that they should hear it. Wha~ was the 
action of the Amalgamated \V OTkers 1hcN·m~ 
tion in promot;ng the late strike in the sugar 
districts, despite the fa.ct1 that there :vas . a 
tribunal ready to deal with the matter m dis
pute-and tliere was only one point in dis· 
pute when it came to be sifted? Although 
ther~ was a means of settling- tho dispute 
peaceably, the Amalgama~ed Work~rs' Asso-~ 
ciabion bv public advertisement, Instructed 
their ;,.,embe-rs to have nothing to do with 
the tribunal, but to strike instead. No, 
matter what their good deeds may have 
been in the past, nobody can dispute th~ fact 
that unions have been guilty of b1gger· 
tyranny during the !astt few years than ever-
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::they suffered from, and the need for their 
<:>xistence to a great degree has ceased. It is a 
<Juestion whether it is not desirable that the 
ilaw should be so altered as to curb instead of 
jr:crease their powers. Regarding the word 
"tyranny" that I used just now, that is 
.rather a strong term to use, but I think I 
can justify its use. 

l\lr. THEODORE: Would you apply it to the 
.treatment of the canegrowers by the directors 
.and owners of the mills? 

Mr. S\VAYNE: There was no tyranny on 
.the part. of the millowners. 

J\lr. THEODORE: \Vhat was it-coercion? 

l\Ir. LESINA: Mora! suasion. (Opposition 
<laughter.) 

Mr. THEODORE: Or plain intimidation. 

Mr. SWAYNE: Going back to 1905, the 
Jollowing appeared in the Sydney iliorning 
Herald, under the heading of " The Grip of 
'Trade Unions":-

"The Grip of Trade Unions.--If some wag 
were to inscribe over the lintel of the Trades 
:Hall doorway, "All hope abandon ye who 
·enter here,'~ he could plead justification with 
,considerable force, and would need to go no 
further than the No. 2 Arbitration Court for 
his data. The public has already learned that 
no unionist may free himself of the shackles 
of unionis1n if his union happens to be a party 
t::;. a cause pending in the Arbitration Court. 
But all that that means is a long story, bemg 
:gradually told to Judge Gibson by tradesmen 
-who are from tin1e to· time sued for arrears. 
As nearly every union has a case pending, the 
membership rolls can be depleted only by 
(Ieath. If a man is starving or-to put a le.;:;s 
sorrowful picture-if he wants to adopt some 
more profitable line of business to maintain 
his family, he may have to remain in his 
union, and pay the fees, as his resignation 
cannot be accepted. The grip of unionism 
may mean strangulation, but the helpless 
member cannot hope for freedon1. Members 
in arrears are being sued in large numbers, 
and orders go out against them, with costs. 
But a humane judge spreads the payment over 
long terms. It is also a fact, as was shown 
in a case yesterday, that if a union fines a 
man . for a~ offence, and sues for that money~ 
the JUdge 1s compelled to order him to pay 
if the union books show that the fine was 
imposed in proper form. One man yesterday 
protested that he had been called upon for 
doing son1e extra work, and a statement was 
demanded. He refused it till he had heard the 
evidence against him. 'rhereupon he was fined 
as for a proved offence. · Judge Gibson had to 
enforce payment, but he resolutely declined to 
allow costs, and, to further assist the man 
•Grdered that he should pay the fine at the rat~ 
of a week." 

lfn the face of such facts, it is a fair question 
to ask what additional privileges they want. 

Mr. MULLAN: You will surely vote for the 
amendment. 

Mr. SWAYNE: Here is a case which was 
heard before the New South Wales Arbitra
tion Court in the same year. I am quoting 
'from the Sydney .Morning Herald. There is 
a whole string of cases, but I have no time 
to go through them all. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC .WORKS: It is 
very interesting. Go on. (Opposition laugh
ter.) 

Mr. SWAYNE: This is one case-
" Against Alexander White, no order was 

made. He was said to be owing £2 3s. 6d. and 
'Ss. costs, according tu an order made in 
August last. But he explained that he was 
without means, and at present an outdoor 
patient at the Prince Alfred Hospital. He 
admitted having obtained £30 some time ago 

for the sale of a house at Flemington, but he 
said he had paid this away to his butcher and 
baker and other creditors. 

"The secretary said members were flouting 
the union all round." 

That is pretty rough, isn't it? Again, to 
show how this constant Bffort to stir up 
strife between employer .and employee IS 
regarded by outsiders, and what injury it 
does to Australia, I shall quote an extract 
hom the Brisbane Courier of the 23rd .Feb
ruary last. It is as follows :-

" Sir John Sinclair, one of the Scottish 
Agricultural Cmnrni~c:ioners who recently 
visited Australia, in the course of an inter
view with a Press representative on his arrival 
at Plymouth, spoke enthusiastically of Aus
tralia's prospects. In his opinion, Australia 
\\'as the saddE-st country he had ever seen, 
having regard to the labour problems con
fronting the Con1rnonwealth. He had never 
heard n1ore bitter expressions used by em
ployees to en1ployers, and vice versa, than in 
Australia. The solution of the labour ques
tion could only be reached by increased popu
lation." 

I take leave to say that this bitterness is 
largely the work of persons connected with 
the bodies which seek this increased power. 
So far I have quoted from various nBws
papers which members opposite apparently 
do not hke. I shall now quote from the 
lV orker of the 8th October, 1910. The quota
tion that I shall make is an advertisement 
having reference to the ·enforcement of "' 
hvy that was made for the purpose of start
ing a Labour daily newspaper in Sydney, 
r;nd is signed by vV. G. Spence, president, 
and Donald Macdonell, secretary. No one 
c.an ha vo any objection to any section of 
the community starting a newspaper to 
represent their views and interests, but I 
contend that it is not a fair thing to con1pel 
men who object to the establishment of 
such a paper to contribute towards the cost 
of establishing it. Mr. Spence and Mr. 
]\Tacdonell say-

" The levy was imposed by a huge majority 
vote of the members themselves, and it is to 
be regretted that there is even one member 
in our n1idst prepared to violate union prin
ciples by trying to evade payment. 

" For the information of such, therefore, we 
would quote section 68 of the Commonwealth 
Conciliation and Arbitration Act of 1904. This 
is the section : " All fines, levies, or dues 
pay-aOle to an organisation by any member 
thereof under its rules 1nay, in so far as they 
are owing for any period of 1nembership sub
seqUent to the registration or proclamation of 
the organisation, be sued for and recovered in 
the nan1e of the organisation in any court of 
summary jurisdiction constituted by a police, 
stipendiary, or special n1agistrate." 

That shows that mBmbe,·s of trade unions 
,Bre compelled to contribute towards the 
establishment of a newspaper, whether they 
like it or not. The mere fa<Jt that such 'an 
advertisement was necessarv shows that there 
were many members who· objected to pay 
the levy. Some of those compelled to fur
nish the capital to start the paper will never 
even see it. There is no need in such a 
eauntry as Australia .for such stringent 
laws and such tyrannical action as are there 
indicated. Coming back t.o the Sydney 
cases. I have here 'a newspaper report show
ing that a man was fined .for not walking 
m a procession. Unless he paid that fine 
he would be debarred from getting a job. 
\'Vhy should a man be compelled to walk in 
~ procession if he objects to doing so? But 
worse still is the rule of the Amalgam ··ted 

Mr. Swayne.] 
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Workers' Association which imposes a mone
tary penalty on a member who does not vote 
for 'a candidate selected by the union. This 
extract is from the report of a meeting 
held by Mr. Oakes in a Melbourne suburb 
during the last election contest. Mr. Kelly, 
a member oi the House of Representatives, 
'\V-as speaking, and s.aid-

" The rules of the A.W.U. at one time com
pelled its members to not only support any 
trade union objects (which he quite agreed 
with), but also compelled them to contribute 
to the funds of the Federal and State Labour 
parties, to the Sydney Worlce1·, and, further, to 
Hwear tu vote for the selected Labour candi
date, the penalty for voting against hhn to be 
£3. 

"An interjector immediately challenged this 
statement as false. Mr. Kelly then Sqid that 
if this interjector would agree to vote and 
work for Mr. Oakes if the statement was right, 
he would be prepared to donate £50 to a hos
pital if it was false. To this the el< ctor 
agreed. 

" At the conclusion of Mr. Oakes's address 
:VIr. Kelly, who in the interval had cabbed it to 
the city, again took the platform and re
quested the interjector to step forward. 

" He then drew the attention of the audi
ence to volume 1 of the New South Wales 
Arbitration Records, in which the registrar 
referred to the follo'\'ring rule :-

" Any member of the union voting or 
working against the selected Labour 
candidate approved of by the union 
shall be fined the sum of £3." 

Mr. CoY:xE : He proved himself wrong by 
rea,ding that rule, because it had been wiped 
out years &fore. 

Mr. SWAYNE: Yes; it had been wiped 
out becanse the union could not obtain 
registration while they retained that rule; 
but we .all know that during the last session 
of the Federal P<trliament an amendment 
was made in the law with the object of 
enablmg the unions to bring in that rule 
ag,ain. At any rate, that rule shows what 
the objects of those men wore, and it is 
evident that it was only deleted nndcr com
pulsion. The report goes on to say-

" Further on, the registrar said-
.. Rule 113 of 1901 provides for a contri

bution of 2s. 6d. from each mem
ber's annual subscription to this 
journal (the Sydney War leer)." 

What would members opposite say if we 
passed a .law compelling people to subscribe 
to the Bnsbane Cour-ier? 

"Rule 120 of 1902 proYides for such sub
scription being 5s., and rule 121 
that each branch may expend an addi
tional sum not exceeding ls. 6d. per 
financial men1ber per year in sup
port of new··,;papers owned and con
trolled by the union. 

"The membership of t11e union was then 
21,000. The registrar said further-

" This subscription for the present year 
would a1nount to £5,250, in addition 
to a possible subscription from the 
four branches of £1,575. 

" Another rule Mr. Kelly referred to read-
'8 Branches deciding in faYour of expend

ing ls. per r"Ue·rnber for parliamen
tary purposes shall place same to 
credit of a parliamentary fund, which 
may be used in connection with either 
State or Federal elections." 

That rule clearly compels members to contri
bute to a political fund, which may be used 
to defray the expenses of a candidate of whom 
they disapprove. As I ha.ve already said, if 
the mo.tion as amended in the way proposed 
by the- Minister for Public Instruction is put 

· to, the House, I would willingly vote for it, be-

:[Mr. Swayne. 

cause I think it is desirable that an alteration 
should be made in the law in one particular 
direction. I think that funds which are sub· 
scribed for provident purposes should be ear
marked for such purposes and protected, but 
I fail to see why a union in the case of its 
general funds should be protected against 
the action of its authorised officials. If, 
in carrying out the instructions of the 
union, a picket or other authorised official 
does an injury, I do not see why they should 
not stand in the same position as other em
ployers. They should not have special exemp. 
tion, and they should not have special privi
leges. It is a generally accepted principle 
that the employer is liable for the actions of 
his employee, and I do not see why these 
people, because they happen to belong to a 
union, should be exempt from that principle. 
In connection with my previous reference to 
the strike in the North, and my statement 
that the Amalgamated \Vorkers' Association 
wished to bring about that strike-I have 
heard ho.n. members opposite say that the 
Amalgamated Workers' Association tried to 
prevent that strike, and I should just like to 
read a le·tter proving that they fomented the 
strike. that I do not think has been read in 
this House before. 

Mr. CoYNE: A new discovery. 
:Mr. l\IcLACHLAN: Swayne's discovery. 
i\Ir. SWAYNE: I quite understand hon. 

members opposite do not like what I am 
saying. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: \Ve are enjoying it. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WoRKS: It does 

not look like it. 
Mr. SWAYNE: I quoted on a previo';ls 

occasion some correspondence dated 1st Apnl. 
This letter is dated 6th April, and is written 
by W. McCormack to l\Ir. T. Howland, Mac
kay. It says-

" I a1n enclosing the circular letter in con
nection with our aims for the cOining season. 
\Ve have laid down the main point at issue 
and have not introduced any detail matter 
into the fighting platform. All outsiders will 
thoroughly understand what we are after, and 
should we be successful in forcing the em
ployers to a confer('nce, we should be theLt 
able to introduce other matters." 

Those fo.ur words " introduce other matters" 
would certainly prevent that conference being 
held. \Vhcn appointing any particular re
presentatives to a conference, they should 
know exactly what matters are to be dealt 
with at the conference so that delegates can 
be instructed. Yet we find them privately 
arranging to introduce other matters. The 
letter goes on-

" Would be pleased to know the date'i . on 
"' hich the Yarious 111ills Will start crushing 
in the Mackay district. vVe will require this 
infonnation as early as possible so that we 
can act straight away. 

" You will do well to get your members 
to understand what will be expected of them, 
and all should unanimously welcome a fight 
for an eight-hour day in the sugar industry. 

n Hoping for success and an easy settlement 
0f our difficulty." 
It simply illustrates the point that I have 
made, that it is not des!rable that they 
should have increased fightmg powers. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: It is not fighting powers 
we want. 

Mr. SWAYNE: Again showing how they 
flouted the laws of the State placed at the~r 
disposal for settling these matters, here IS 
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another letter signed on behalf of the Amal
gamatBd \Vorkers' Union by J. :Munro, and 
reads as follows :-

" Sir,-In order that there shai! be no doubt 
as to the position of the A.\V.A. in the dis
pute existing in this district, we have been 
instructed to make public the following :-

"That on no account whatever will the 
A.W.A. waver the demand for an 
eight-hour day.'~ 

They could have got that without striking 
at all. They could have got it through the 
Mackay Wages Board as they did eventually. 
The letter goes on-

" Acting under instruction from execu
tive council, we absolutely refuse to 
n1eet any section of the employers 
in conference unlee.s the demand is 
gran ted beforehand. 

"Those employees who up to the present 
time have not ceased work are given 
until Saturday night next to do 20. 
Those who remain at work after the 
time specified above will be recog
nised 3''' scabs, and treated as such. 

" With regard to the suggestion that the 
wages board should revise its determination 
and settle th€ dispute, we would like to point 
out that the proposal cannot be entertained 
as a likely solution of the difficulty, as there 
are a good 1nany matters in dispute over which 
the board has no jurisdiction." 

They again refused to abide by tho laws 
of the State as placed at their disposal w 
prevent disputes. In conclusion, I should 
like to refer to the spc·ech on this motion 
by the junim' member for Rockhampton, Mr. 
Adamson, who avowed that their aim was 
to 1nake these unions n1ore and n1ore poli
tical, to take them away from their proper 
sphere-that is, to improve the condition,, 
in any industry-change them from being 
industrial trade unions to political organisa
tions, having for their object the compelling 
of every man who \Yorks \vith his hands to 
vote th~ir way of thinking or starve. That 
is really what it means. They claim the 
right of preference over everybody else, 
and now they claim tho right to compel a 
man to join them, and if he does not join 
them he must starve, and they compel that 
man to vote for them whether he likes it 
or not. I certainh think we should do verv 
wrong if we did anything to assist to bring 
about such a state of things as that. .\s 
regards these strikes t.hat they are so anxious 
to promote, we, must remember that there 
are sections who will never be satisfied. 
There arc the profe-sional agitators, t.he 
officers of tho movement, who get all the dis
tinction, kudos, and additional emoluments 
by the way they conduct th,· battle. Then 
there are the socialists pure and simple. and 
it does not matter how good the conditions 
may be, they do not believe in the competitive 
system, and simply use any advantage ga.inecl 
to entirely sweep a\vay that system and bring 
about the State ownership of all produc
tion, distribution, and exchange. \Vhen th3 
majority of people in a country. desire that, 
we have nothing to say against it. The 
1ninority, of course, cannot prevent it, but 
what we object to is the minority forcing 
this on us. I certainly think that the 
amendment moyed b,, tho han. member for 
Leiehhardt makes the position clear and jus, 
tifies me in voting against it. 

Mr. LESINA (Clrrmont): I listened very 
carefully to the speech of the hon. member 
who has just resumed his seat with a sincere 
desire to ascertain if he really had anything 

in the way of a charge to make in regard 
to the justice of the resolution now before 
the Chamber as amended in the direction 
proposed by the hon. member for Leich
hardt, and I must confess my failure to see 
any logic, or coherent argument, in _the 
case he has attempted to make out agam_st 
this proposition. It appears to me what m 
thi;; direction has been done in Great Bn
tain mav Y·Cl'V well be done here. If a 
crude republic: or some of the Latin Stat~s 
in South America, where they shoot theu 
presidents now and then, and take charge 
of Parliament, asked for this power, I could 
quite understand the hon. member's argu
ment, but I cannot understand the fear that 
appears to exist in his m,ind. The mother 
of Parliaments has recently dealt with this 
matter. VYhat the conservative Britisher can 
do, or thP Imperial-minded statesman may 
do, we, a" a self-governing State, may do. 
\Yhy. Because of certain dangers which he 

apprehends will take place. vVhat 
[5 p.m.] are those dangers? That men 

will not be permitted to make a 
liYing. Does he believe that legislation 
passed by this Chamber, or any other Cham
ber in Australia, will prevent any honest 
man from getting a living? Does he sin
cerely believe that, or is he talking on the 
floor of this Chamber to the crowd outside. 
through Hansard? I am as much concerned 
and interested in the subject as the hon. 
1nen1ber, and I can see no danger in this 
legislation if it is adopted by this Parlia
ment. But if this Parliament does not do 
it, some future Parliament will take it up. 
because this kind of thing cannot stop; it 
i. inevitable; it must come. It is the ten
dency of the time. Australia is an instance, 
by the fact that we have a democratic Go
vernn1ent in pn\vor, but even in Great Bri
tain and in other countri<'S of Europe this 
thing is being recognised by special legisla
tion. 

::\Ir. D. HucsTER: We are going back to the 
old days. 

::\Ir. LESINA: As a matter of fact, we are 
harking back to legislation which existed 
before. Anvone who reads Green, or who 
"ill take up "Thorold Rogers's "Six Centuries 
of \York and \Vages," or take up Fronde, 
will clearly see that much of the legislation 
we contemplat<J passing to-day is a resurrec
tiun of legislation which was passed when 
economic conditions were very different; but 
thore is no reason why it should not produce 
more beneficial results in our time, with the 
larger enlightenment we have to-day, and with 
the tremt>:1dous change which has taken 
place, which in economical development alone 
challenges us, in those times of modern edu
cation, to clo , ;nne thing more for the work~r 
th.m has hitherto been done by legislatiOn m 
the past. I do not desire to base my cas& 
entirely on that. I do not propose to take up 
too much time in dealing with the matter. 
I do not a pprohend any change fro!!' the 
passing of this resolution, but I thmk a 
great deal of benefit :will l'f'sult1 t? Queen~l~nd 
if tho Government will na' s a Bill contammg 
the principle contained -in it. I suppose the 
Secretarv for Public Instruction thought that 
he "as "1-ery clover in moving the amend;nent 
which was adoptBd by the Chamber provid;ng 
that this proposal t,o amend the law relat.mg 
to trade unions, so that disabilities shall .not 
operate, shall not apply to those ,nm'?ns 
vihich contain in their rules a contnbntwn 
for political purposes. Now, the amendn:ent 
of the hon. member for Leichhardt provides 

Mr. Lesina.] 
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a moans which will satisfy even the han. 
junior member for Mackay, and it will alm 
satisfy the members on this side. He will 
open the door, through this resolution, for 
anybody to come in if they like. It does not 
compulsorily impose anv duty on any bodv 
or organisation; it simply opens the door, {f 
they care to come in by a majority vote, 
under the t~rms of this 11mendment, they may 
do· so. I do not want to shut the door in the 
face of these men, and yet the amendment 
carried by th<:> Government side practically 
shuts the door for beneficial legislation of 
this kind in the face of large bodies of men 
who to-day· have agreed by~ majority rule to 
give a certain proportion of their funds to 
political purposes. \Vhether there is any 
wisdom in it or not, is a matte1· that is en
tirely outside the scope of the resolution-as 
so much of the extracts which the han. 
member for Mackay read from the news
papers is outside the scope too. If legis
lation is pas,qd to amend the law relating 
to trade unions, in order to protect the funds 
of trade unions-a thing which is absolutely 
necessary, and which, even in conservative 
England, has become the subject of legislation 
-surely the same thing can be done here 
without danger to societ(Y! I cannot under
stand the train of thought of the man 
who believes society will be revolutionised, 
industry overturned, liberty endangered, and 
honest men not be able to earn a livelihood 
by the passing of legislation like this. And 
I am convinced that the hon. member does 
not believe in it, and he therefore has no 
right to make statements like that, which, by 
going out to the country, may lead many 
uninformed persons to think for one moment 
that we propose a motion of that kind. I 
contend that I can vote for a resolution like 
that without in any way imperilling the con
.st.ruction of society, or injuring trade or com
merce, or interfering with the· personal liberty 
of any man to obtain a livelihood, and 
perhaps there is no man in this Chamber 
but what believes it too. But perhaps on 
Thursday afternoons members will get up and 
say these things. I see that the Secretary 
for Public ·works there is prepared to demon
strate that the carrying of ·.,uch a resolution 
will prevent certain people from obtaining a 
livelihood. This amendment asks me to vote 
for m certain specific thing, and I can scc.e no 
objection to voting for that specific thing. 
The hon. member for Leichharclt has carefullv 
drawn his amendment, and the propositiol1 
itself needs no argument ; it commends itself 
to any person of f<tir mind, for it simplv pro
poses to open the door if this legislation is 
adopted, and permit such bodies to decide 
by a majority vot<:> to ad opt this principle. 

Mr. HARDACRE: To come in if they like. 

Mr. LESINA: They can come in by a 
majority decision under the terms of this 
amendment. What right have we to shut 
anybody out if they care to ·come in? \Vhy 
should we pass legislation. to keep certain men 
outside the benefits of an Act of Parliament? 
Surely han. members on the other side who 
declaimed against passing certain legislation 
-in which declamation I joined at the time
will not specially legislats to keep unionists 
outside the benefit of such an Act as this ! 
Will they throw them to the wolves? 

Mr. D. HUNTER interjecte11. 

Mr. LESINA: The hon. member who 
interjects is a msmber of a certain order-the 
Amahsamated Society of Carpenters. Will he 
legislate to keep them outside the benefit of 

[Mr. Lesinn.. 

an Act like this? There are some members 
who at times become timid from the contem
plation of a purely imaginary danger. :r'he 
hon. junior me"'ber for Mackay, who IS .a 
gentle kind of a Government supporter-he IS 
a gentle citizen at any time-has perhaps 
scared himself unnecessarilv by a contempla
tion of the possible dangei·s involved in the 
carrying of this resolution, but I can assure 
him that there is no need to be scared. \Ve 
do not propose a revolution in this. 

Mr. ~HARDACR.E: He may get something 
''rorse later on. 

Mr. LESINA: I-Ie may get somethi_ng 
worse later on. If they apply trade umon 
funds for this purpose, as they have done 
in Great Britain, surely we may do the 
same thing without danger here t The ho!l· 
junior member for :Vlackay quoted certam 
paragraphs from newspapers published in 
Victoria, New South ·wales, and Queens
land. So far as I am able to gather myself, 
all theee· paragraphs arP :vritten for !'nd 
printed in newspapers hostile to organ~sed 
labour. They s~id that on sundry occaswns 
where labour disputes had taken place at" 
tempts had been made to assault persons
I believe in one case some person was as
saulted with sugar-cane. I believe .that that 
y;as the most serious case. At a time when 
industrial strikes were impending men went 
out with harmless sticks of sugar-cane, and 
murderously assaulted each other. The 
moral add,;ced from these statements from 
newspapers, which were read .by th<: hon. 
gentleman with as much solemmty as If th<W 
were a revelation from God or from th.e 
Scriptures, was that one person was hit 
with a piece of sugar-cane m the cou:se of 
an industrial dispute that took place m the 
Mackav district. It appears to me that to 
bring in matters like that is not .con~ucive. to 
the production of a frame of mmd m whiCh 
useful legislation can be contemplated m 
this Chamber with !?refit to the Chamber 
and to the State. We should keep out the 
consideration of such industrial disputes ia 
a matter like this, and it will do more (SOOd. 
What did the hon. member hope to gam ~y 
bringing in the reference to the trouble m 
the Mackay district? I believe that ov<:'r 
and above all industrial legislation every 
man has the right to strike. 

OPPOSITION iHEliiBERS: Hear, hear! 

:Mr. LESINA: He has the inherent right 
to strike. (Hear, hear!) It is the right 
of the people to strike for .their personal 
freedom when the opportumty arises, ul
though we pass legislation. to discourage 
strikes. I think that a strike should only 
be resorted to in the last extreme. But 1 
can always contemplate a condition of >:ffa1~s 
being reached ultimately when a strrke JS 

the only weapon left to a bodY_ of n:"( 
who are seeking to defend some mdustna1, 
political, or personal right. For that rea~o"l, 
whilst I deprecate strikes, because I reCK'"' 
that a big i'ndustrial upheaYal is onl.y first 
cousin to a civil war; it leaves behmd 1t 
a legacy of hate, and, whilst I think they 
should be discouraged to ever-¥ e_xt~nt, neycr
theless there are times when rt 1s rmposs1blc 
to avoid a st,rike. In its last. analysis ~rga;'
ised Labour may have to stnke to mamtam 
their rights, and probably they ;vi!! be vic
torious. A revolution started m a small 
way may end in men getting thei_r ril)ht3, 
and an industrial conflict, when vwtono>ts, 
results in the same way. A general strike 
of a few weeks has probably gained more 
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reforms than perhaps years of legislation 
:has succeeded in attaining. Nevertheless, I 
-do not advocate strikes at all, because, a] .. 
though there may be a benefit from thmr 
operations, still they produce great evils. 
These evils should be avoided, if we can 
possibly do so. That is whv we should en
,courage trades unions to ~prevent strikes, 
because they to some extent insure society 
ag~inst strikes. If \VO encourage trade 
umons, we will haye one large industrial 
body, and if there is a strike the dispute 
·can be easily settled; but if there are a 
number of little bodies striking hero and 
striking there, and these little industrial dis
turbances extend over a large area, it will 
not be so easy to settle them all as it 'vould 
be to settle one big upheaval. That is the 
reason why an attempt has been made in 
this State to preYm;t any protection being 
g1ven to trade muon funds, because,. if, 
~nstead of having one large industrial organ. 
Jsatwn welded together-a great organisa
tion which moves as one man at the word 
-of command when it is necessary to strike 
for some industrial liberty or freedom and 
have the thing settled quickly-we will have 
a large number of disorganised bodies, who 
waste their funds and waste their efforts, 
and wind up in financial bankruptcy before 
it is settled. The result would be far worse 

·to have a number of sl)asmodic strikes than 
to have one big strike: 

Mr. HARDACRE: We want to protect their 
·funds and allow them to contribute for poli
tical purposes. 

Mr. LESINA: Yes; this motion is to 
make tho way clear for the passage of legis
lation which will protect the rights and 
interests of the trade unionists, and by doing 
so make clear the way for peaceable settle
ment of industrial disputes rather than 
resort to warfare, industrial strife, and civil 
war, and I think the members of the Go
vernment will be well advised if they adopt 
the amendment proposed by the hon. mem
ber for Leichhardt. The Government ap
prove of legislation amending the law relat
ing to trade unions on the promise of the 
late leader of the Government, Mr. Kidston, 
and of members sitting on the Government 
bench to-day. We ask not only to protect 
·the funds of trade unions but to allow them 
to have a fund for political purposes to 
validate their rights and claims for legisla
·tive consideration. The hon. member in 
·charge of the Education Department has 
inserted an amendment providing that the 

·contribution of funds for political purposes 
should be excluded, but we have another 
amendment which asks that they onlv be 
excluded when asked by a majority of ,';,em
·bers to do so. ·what is wrong about that? 

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLIO INSTRUCTION : 
'Then a man who does not believe in the 
Labour platform will be excluded from 
getting work altogether? 

Mr. LESINA: No one suggested that in 
·the course of any speech over here. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
Yes, the hon. member for Woothakata. He 
said they would not register the Amalgam
ated \Vorkers' Association because all mem
bers had to support the Labour platform. 

Mr. THEODORE: I said they would not 
register the Amalgamated Workers' Associa
-tion :as a trade union. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
And anyone who does not believe in the 
Labour platform cannot get into that umon 
and he will be debarred from getting work 
at all. 

Mr. THEODORE: Not at all. 

Mr. LESINA: The resolution is explicit 
enough, and the details that the hon. gentle
man refers to might be subject-ma.lter for 
consideration when a Bill gets into Com
mittee. That is another que,tion entirely. 
I£ the Bill is comprehensive enough to cover 
the whole field of industrial enterprise, we 
can deal with that in Committee. But, thi; 
is an entirely different matter. v\"e want 
to protect trade union funds, and the amend· 
ment of the hon. member for Leichhardt 
provides that it shall also provide political 
funds when decided on by a majority of the 
members. That sets aside any danger that is 
likely to occur as thought by hon. members 
on the other side. I do not seriously see 
where there is likely to be any danger at 
all either to society, to trade and commerce, 
or to the person of any working man by 
adopting a resolution of this kind. I believe 
in the event of a more rabid party coming 
into the House than that which now sits on 
the Opposition benches-an advanced social
istic party, for instance--the chances are that 
the Government will become more radical 
than they are, and they will pass the thing 
cheerfully then. Because we are moderate 
in our demands the Government will not 
pass it. The more you push the Government 
the greater chances you have of g·etting 
something from them, and the more inclined 
we are to be moderate the less inclined are 
the Government to give us anything. Any 
Government might give us what we ask for; 
the Imperial Government might give it to 
us without any danger to society. We would 
not ask for it if we thought it was likely 
to lead to any danger to society. If the 
liberty of anyone in Australia was imperilled 
by it, we would not ask for it. I do not 
think that any member on that side be
lieves that we want to stop any man from 
getting work. 

The THE.-ISURER : It has been done. 
Mr. MAY : Where? 

Mr. LESINA: There are other times when 
we can deal with that matter. When we get 
into the Estimates on the Wages Boards, we 
can deal with that, and the Minister will 
then be able to discuss it with hon. mem
bers. 

Mr. MAY: The Treasurer promote' strikes 
himself. 

Mr. LESINA: I cannot imagine the Trea
surer promoting strikes. This is one matter 
which receives too little attention. If the 
Government takes the thing seriously in hand, 
as they are pledged to do if they are carry
ing out the policy laid down by Mr. Kid
stan at Rockhampton, the time has come 
when thev will have to deal with it. Other
wise it ,'Vill come up at the next general 
election, and it will be taken. up by an 
enormous number of trade unionists who 
have great influence, which is growing 
throughout Queensland to-day. The growth 
of trades unionism in Queensland has been 
enormous. Large numbers of the newchum 
immigrants are joining the unions as soon 
as they arrive here. They are voluntarily 
going and looking for union tickets, and it 
strilres me that the Government should only 

Mr. Lesina.] 
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be too anxious to pass legislation of this 
description. I know an instance where 
thirty immigrants arrived in one small place, 
and by night time twenty of them went 
looking for union tickets. These are class 
conscious working men. They have been 
listening to advanced preachers in England 
and studying· advanced literature. At the 
next election they will be on the electoral 
rolls, and there will be a big surprise waiting 
for the Government. I warn the Govern
ment for their own good. I believe that if 
they do not show more sincerity in the 
matter, this party has an excellent chance 
of getting back at the next election. I see 
little or no danger in passing legislation 
of this kind; and if the Government do not 
wake up to the need of it there will be re
peated in this State the triumph scored by 
the Labour party at the recent Federal elec
tion. There is hardly a member on this side 
opposed to the motion; and even the hon. 
member for Fitzroy, I think, would act in 
sympathy with the hon. member for Leich
hardt's amendment. I know I shall. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. W. H. Barnes, Bulimba): I have fol
lowed with a good deal of interest the re
marks made by members who have spoken 
this afternoon; and I want to say at the 
outset that many members sitting on this 
side are not for one moment opposed to 
UlllOllS. 

Go\ ERN1IEXT l'vlEl\IBERS : Hear, hear ! 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \YORK8: 

For myself, I am a believer in unions
(hear, hear !)-and I think it is the duty 
of every man to associate himself with the 
body oi people \vho will help him in connec
tion with his own affairs. 'l'he hon. member 
for Leichhardt, who moved this amendment, 
endeavoured to draw a red herring across 
the trail; and he neglected to show that 
there is a vast difference between his amend. 
ment and that proposed by the tlccretary 
for Public Instruction. It is all very well 
for members on the other side to say they 
do not desire to interfere with the rights 
of men. I say there is evidence that they 
arc constantly endeavouring to do it; and I 
want to show, if hon. members will permit 
me to do so, that in addition to that, there 
are son1e n1en1bers on the opposite side "\vho 
are prepared-quite deliber>ttoly prepared
to throw the laws which they themselves 
have approved and accepted-they aro pre
pared to throw thoce hws on one side and 
break thmn in case of an cu1ergency. 

Mr. CoYXE: I think you ought to name 
them in fairness to the rest. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
I would quote from the TVorker of 12th 
August of this present year. I assume that 
no one on that side ''"ould for a moment 
indicate that the 1F orker would make any 
mistake in regard to a public announcement 
made by one of the gentlemen sitting at 
the congress held here some time ago. In 
this case it cannot be charged against the 
daily papers that they have not correctly 
reported the statements made; and I want 
to show that in some of these matters, it 
does not matter a single straw as far as 
some hon. gentlemen on the other side in 
connection with their actions are concerned 
-it does not matter a single straw whether 
the law is broken or is not broken, if it 
suits them at the particular time. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

[Mr. Lesina. 

Mr. COYNE : I think you ought to make. 
that plain. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS~. 
I am going to read a remark m3;de by Mr. 
Cooper, and I notice that at thrs congress 
there were present the hon. member for 
Woothakata (Mr. Theodore), also Mr. J. H. 
Covne and Mr. A. Hinchcliffe. This is 
th.;' st'atement made by Mr. Cooper. And 
!cot I may be charged with reading only a 
portion of the statement, I wrll read the 
whole of what is reported here. And thrs 
is the point I want to drive home this after
noon: Mr. Cooper said that notwithstand
ing anything that might be done by an 
arbitration court, notw1thstandmg what 
might be done by wages boards, !J.Otwrth
standing any agreement :that ,mrght be 
entered into, if it suited hnn and hrs people, 
he would throw these to tho winds and break 
them with impunity. 

Mr. MAY: \Vho was Mr. Cooper? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
The hon. gentleman knows well that he w~s 
one of the representatives who took part m 
the congress recently held in Brisbane. Now 
I will quote from the Worker of 12th 
August-

" l\Ir. Cooper, in acknowledging the _cordial 
greeting, said he was present represe~t1ng the 
Quf'ensland branch of his federatwn, and 
therefore he did not expect to be treated as a 
visitor. He agreed with the Townsville dele
gate, that the first step towards the consolida: 
tion of labour was to organise the transporL 
workers under one executi~•le body. He recalled 
the disasters that befell the waterside workers 
in the maritilne strike in 1890, and again in 
1893 and the eventual reorganisation of the 
unim~ and said the only way in which they 
could' secure recognition was by entering into 
agreen1ents with them. The men had bene
fited by the agreenH-nts. They 1.;vere endeavour
lr.g to arrange that the agreements should end 
about the san1e time, and the employers were 
trying to prevent this. For years t~ey ~ad 
been \vorking for conciliation and arb1tratwn, 
and the large unions now were registered." 

Those arc the points. If hon. gentlemen 
will write them down, and if they find they 
are wrong, I hope they will take the oppor
tunity of publicly repudiating such state
ments. 

" For years they had been working for con
ciliation and arbitration, and the large unions 
no\v· were registered. In spite of the agree
rrLents, and in spite of the Commonwealth 
Conciliation and Arbit1·a.tion Act, the men 
would dcwn tools to-morrow if he ordered them 
to do so.'' 

Now I ask if I made a statement that is not 
borne out by the >:eport that appears in 
the TV orker of 12th August? 

""lr. CoYNE: \Vhat was he trying to prove? 
The loyalty of the members of the union. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS~ 
I think he proved-apparently to . the dis
comfort of members on the other srde-that 
whether there were wages boards or con
ciliation and arbitration courts or any
thing of that kind, if the men could see· 
that they had a right to down tools, they 
would break every law in order to do so. 
(Opposition dissent.) I ask hon. gentlemen 
if that conclusion is not borne out by what 
is stated here. (Opposition dissent.) I am 
sorry hon. gentlemen opposite take it so 
unkindly. 

Mr. HARDACRE: \Ve want to know what it 
means. 
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The SECRETARY FOR FGBLIC WORKS: 
The action of these hon. gentlemen is char
acteristic of the action of some of the ex
tremists connected with the Labour move
ment. What is the position in New South 
yvales? Even Mr. Beeby recognised that 
It was very important to try and avoid 
strikes. 

0PPOSITIO!'l 11EMBERS: Hear, hear! 

The SECRETARY FOR PUB~LIC WORKS: 
But what has happened there? As soon 

as he endeavoured to do that, 
[5.30 p.m.] there was an attempt made to 

beat him at eYery turn by his 
own people. Lest that may be disputed, I 
will quote from the Sydney JI orning Herald 
of 22nd July, 1911-

" The official_ organ in Sydney of the Labour 
moven1ent has n1ade an attack on the l\iinlst2r 
for Labour (Mr. Beeby) in regard to the 
Industrial Arbitration Bill and other matters. 
lVIr. Beeby is not the first of the 1\finistry who 
has come under similar cen"ure. He stated 
yesterday that he wa.s not much concerned 
with, or surprised at, the attack, as since the 
advent of the present Government the policy 
of the Labour organ had been directed solely 
at. e~barrassing the lVIinistry, and at possibly 
brmgmg about the downfall of the State Labour 
party." 

Mr. COYNE: I fancy I heard Mr. Kidston 
say something similar to that some years ago. 

Mr. MuRPHY: You did not endorse Kid
ston, but you are endorsing Beeby. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC vVORKS. 
Here is one who cannot be ~aid to be con~ 
trolled or directed by a party which is not a 
unanimous party in the J\'ew South vVales 
Assembly. Gentlemen arc holding the reins 
of offir:e who feel it tc, be their first duty to 
try to prevent strikeB. No doubt hon. mem
bers have read their Bill, and I do not know 
that it would not be a good thing to embody 
some of the clauses of that Bill in our Act 

GOVERNMENT :MEMBERS: Hear, hear! . 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS. 
Mr. Beeby so realised the importance of deal: 
ing with these matters in a reasonable and 
fair way that he says, " \Ve must try to 
avoid strikes." 

Mr. HARDACRE: Are you arguing against 
unions? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
I am not arguing against unions; but I think 
I am showing very successfully that some 
people do not like when a man, seized with 
the importance of the position, and with a 
sincere desire to benefit his country, tries to 
prevent strikes. I ask, ''Is not the 1nan who 
tries to avoid strikes, and who tries to remove 
a difficulty out of the way-the man who 
tries at every turn to do his best to prevent 
dislocation of trade and industry-doing better 
service to the commumtv than the man who 
at every turn is trying to promote strikes?" 
Apparently Mr .. Beeby met with opposition 
from some of !us supporters, and apparently 
he is to have meted out to him the treatment 
that was meted out to another very promi
nent gentleman not now in this House when 
he tried to do what he believed to be right 
in connection with this great State of 
Quennsland. Apparently there is a section of 
the community which is willing at. every turn 
to try and drive at an extreme pace to the 
detriment of those in the communitv who do 
not see eye to eye with them. We are try
ing to prevent some noliticians having the 
right to conduct the affairs of Queensland. 

:Mr. COYNE: How are you going to prevent 
it? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
Is not the meaning of this resolution to try 
and place very largely in the hands of the 
politicians of this tltate the conduct of the 
affairs of a great numb.er of unions? 

Mr. HARDACRE: Why should they not have 
the power t1o conduct them? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
The safety of the men lies in keeping them
selves frbe from men who may, after all, 
only be political adventurers. 

Mr. O'ScLLIVAN: \Vho are they? 
The SPEAKER: Order ! 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
If I know anything at all about the common 
sense of the inen to-da,-, the.,- recognise that 
the surest and the safest an"d the best way 
is to look at difficulties as they crop up, and 
try to settle them amicably. I was chal
lenged by the hon. member for Clermont 
when, by interject;on, I made the statement 
that it was not possible for some men to make 
a living to·day by reason of the arbitrary 
action which is sometimes taken by some of 
the people who are guided by the politicians. 

Mr. O"Sc:LLIYA);: Tho employers can play 
that game. too. 

The SPEAKER: I have called the hon. 
member for Kennedy to order several times 
this afternoon. and I must ask him to obey 
my call to order. If he wishes to refute any 
aTgument advanced by any hon. member on 
my right, he will have an opportumty lateT 
on of doing so. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
What happened in connection with the Ade
laide Shipping Company 1 I take it they had 
the right to do what any firm has a right to 
do in time of stress. They went into the open 
market and engaged men to go to Townsville 
and other places to assist them in their 
dilemma. vV e are told that men are free 
agents, and can _do as they like. Were men 
able to do as -they liked in this particular 
case? They were not. Is there any hon. 
member opposite who can contradiCt t~at 
statement? vVas not the power of the umon 
so exercised that final! v the manager of the 
Adelaide Shipping Company had to make an 
arrangement. by whiQh those men left Towns
ville before the termination o£ their contract? 
And what chance have men like that unless 
they sell themselvh body and soul to some 
of th·: unions? This doe> not apply to all 
unions, for there are 1narked differences. But 
some unions are dominated by men who, I 
think, may be regarded only as carpet
baggers, whose only interest in Queensland 
is just for the moment t.o serve themselves, 
and then pass out of the scene after they have 
created a great deal of difficulty a11:d trouble. 
I want to say a word or two now m connec
tion with some remarks made by the. hon. 
member for vVoothakata when he ongmally 
introduced the motion. He said that t.rade 
unions are legitimate associations. I do not 
belim·e there is aJ man sitting on thi~ side of 
the House who does not agree w1th that 
statement. Personally, I hold that trade 
unions are legitimate associations. 

GoVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
But trade unions are not legitimate associa
tions if they are made vehicles for stirring up 
strife and interfering with men who are 
seeking to earn an honest livelihood. VIe 

Han. W.H.Barnes.] 



860 Amendment Cff [ASSEMBLY.] Trade Union Law. 

have been told that something in the nature 
Df peaceful picketing is required. Kow, what 
1s peaceful pwketing 1 

JYir. HARDACRE: Peaceful persuasion. 

The SECHETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
There are two or t,hree stages. I will admit 
that it is peaceful picketing when Tom 
Jones goes to John Brown, who is about to 
accept a position, and says, " Like a good 
fellow, do not go and work there. There 
are reasons why you should not work 
there." \Vh,,n John Brown refuses to iisten 
to the persuasions of Tom Jones, so-called 
peaceful picketing enters another category 
altogether. In connection with the late unfor· 
tunate sugar strike, I ask hon. n1mnbers 
whether there were not cases in which men 
were brought into court because thev had 
gone for others for endeavouring to· carry 
on the calli_ng which they had adopted for 
tf?e trme bemg? That is also called peaceful 
pwket,ng. 

Mr. HARDACRE: No. 

The SECRETARY FOR FCBLIC WORKS: 
Then peaceful picketing is sometimes like 
this-going into a field where a number of 
men are at work, and hitting them with a 
shill?lagh or something of that kind, and 
gettmg them out of the road. It is all peace
ful picketing. 

Mr. HARDACRE: No, it is not-it is intimi
dation. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
We have been told bv hon. members this 
afternoon to look at what conservative Eng
land is doing. We have been told to look 
at what the House of Lords has done. Now, 
I want to ask hon. members if they have 
followed closely what has happened lately. 
Some of them apparently glory in the strike 
which took place in the old land. 

LABOUR MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. HARDACRE: We regret the necessity. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
But there are tihose in the old land to day 
who think that a mistake has been made and 
who think that the provrsion in the Trade 
Disputes Act should be amended. After all 
this is more than a party question. I take it 
that the _a_im of every person who has any 
responsrbrlrty upon him should be to try to 
make it easy for men to work and not to 
make it difficult. ' 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
Not very ~ong ago there came to Queeml.wd 
.a very bramy man connected with the Labour 
movement in the old country-Mr. vvill 
Crooks. And what has Mr Crooks done 
since the very regrettable st;ike in the dd 
oountry, which some hon. members on the 
opposite side apparently approve of? 

Mr. CoYNE: Hear hear! 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
He is now seeking to make it penal for any
one to strike without giving the other side 
a month's notice. And is it not evident that 
the saner and quieter men-the men who think 
and .who feel that it is their duty to support 
the mterests of the worker-believe that there 
is a very great danger of the worker being so 
driven and so harassed by the political ad
venturers-(Onposition laughter)-that they 
themselves will go down for a time, and that 
tliere will be a bigger question to be faced
namely, the loss to the oommunity? It can-

[Hon. W. H. Barnu. 

not be denied that the man who by arbitra
tion or conciliation can settle a dispute is 
doing very much better service to the com
munity and to the worker-to the worker, 
too let me emphasise that-than the man 
wh~ urmes workmen to strike, a course of 
action ,;hich, perhaps, leaves hin1 in the en~ 
Yery much poorer and yery much ~orse ott 
than he was before the strike. An rdle man 
who roams <'lr loafs about the street is not 
benefited by that kind of thing. What is the 
position in Queensland? Have we n~t en
deayourec! in every way to meet the drfficul
ties that have cropped up? I know tha;t 
sometimes we are told that members on thrs 
side are conservative, but we are no~ con
servative-we are liberal. \Ve are liberal 
every time, and have a strong desire 0 help 
those who need help the most. Sometrmes
I do not say that this remark ~pplies tD hon. 
members opposite-but sometrmes one _can 
almost hear the sound of the drum beatmg, 
appa~ently all noise and nothing else, while 
the real work is being done by members on 
this side of the House. Let me remind. hon. 
members opposite that one of therr dutres to 
the very people whom they say they rep~e
sent is to try to make the way cle_ar for avord
ing; strikes rather than to hel9 :n the other 
dir,ection. May I draw attention of hon. 
members to what has been done in Queens
land to adopt lawful means .for dealing with 
this matter? The wages boards ~ave J:lee_n 
rderred to this afternoon. So.metrmes rt rs 
argued that wages. bo~r.ds do not do a!l they 
!Hight do to help 111drvrduals. I admrt tha;t 
the wages boards are not perfect; I ad _nut 
that you may get cranks .on wag,es boards JUSt 
as you get them in Parliament. 

Mr. 1IcLACHLAN: On bo.th sides of the 
House. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKtl: 
I do not say they are on. one si?e only, but 
I say that we get cranks 111 Parliament some
times. The wages boards have at least 
brought the masters and the men together. 

Mr. HARDACRE: Didn't you yote against_t~e 
Wages Boards Bill when it was brought 111. 

The SECRETAHY FOH PUBLIC WQRKS: 
No; the hon. member is making a mls~tate
ment; his memory is. ver~ short wmetrm.es, 
and it is very short 111 thrs matter. I wrsh 
to call the attention of the Hous~ to th<: fact 
that there is no nood for thrs particular 
amendment, because the wages boards yro
vide a means for dealing with all these tJ:m;gs. 
'I'hey are something more than a palhatrve, 
as some hon. members opposite say. To pro':e 
my statement, I shall quote the wages pa1d 
in some callings before the wages . boards 
came into existence and the wages pard after 
the determinations of the boards. Before the 
determination of the wages board, the 
weekly wages of_ bakers, in the case of ap
prentices and rmprovers, were from Ss. 
4d. to £1 2s. 7d., and the average wage :was 
£2 6s. 10d. per week. After the determ;na
tion of the board the wages for apprentiCeS 
and improvers were from 8s. to £1 Ss. 6d. 
per week, for adults £2 11s. 6d. per WE!ek. 
For foreman the rate before the determ111a
tion was £2 7s. 6d. per week, and after the 
determination it was £3 2s. 6d. per week. I 
find on looking through this statement, which 
has been very carefully prepared, that the 
same kind of thing occurs in pretty well every 
calling in which wages have been fixed by a 
board. 
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. :i\Ir. McLACHLAX: Don't yon think organisa
• bon has something to do with it? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
The hon. member for Fortitude Valley is an 
excellent organiser, and that beaming co.un
tena~ce of his alway> helps in that direction. 
Agam, take the occupation of carters. The 
wages paid to apprentices and improvers be
fore the determination of the wages board 
were from 14s. to £1 ls. 6d. a week; and after 
the determination they were £1 2s. 6d. to 
£2 7s. 6d. and £1 17s. 6d. to £2 12s. 6d., 
casual hands receiving 7s. 6d. to. lOs. a day 
or any part of a day. I shall not read any 
more of those figures. \Vhat I wish to show 
is that where th<ere is a medium for dealing 
with thes" matters, that medium should be 
availed of. Members opposite have said a 
great deal with the view of proving that there 
is no way of getting over their difficulties 
without adopting the methods they have been 
advocating this afternoon. I sa v ·such is not 
the case-tho best way is to a-;,ail ourselves 
of the provisions of our amending legislation. 

Mr. HARDACRE: Have we no. right to amend 
industrial leg·islation? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \YORKS: 
Of course we should amend legislation when 
it is found to be necBssary to do so. The hon 
nnmber for Leichhardt will find that in the 
programme submitted there are proposals for 
dealing with matters which ,,, ill bpnefit the 
workers of Queensland, and I hope he will 
lend his ae -istance to make the proposed mea
sures a great success. ·yve have heard some
thing this afternoon to the effect that when 
a man is blocked from going to work, that is 
not coercion. I say it is co,ercion. nfa,y I 
remind bon. members opposite of what has 
happened and is happening in Lithgow, ir! 
another Stat-.·~ and what happened jn son1e 
districts in Qtwunsland in con1wction vvith the 
sugar strike? In (lueensiand, if men who had 
been vvorking in the plac~- .:l of men on strilc· 
wont into an hotel, the strikers trit·d to hunt 
fhem out. _.._\nother instance of ·· pLaceful 
picketing.'' 

Mr. HARDACRE : Are you opposed to 
unionism? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
I am not opposed to unionism, but I am 
oppos·ed to a unionism which runs mad, and 
f'a.y;:; it will not allow a man to V\'Ork; and I 
am sure that every oensible man in the com
munity is opposed to that kind of thing. The 
other day, whon I was making Iny way home, 
I met a labourer whom I had known for years 
and years, and he said to me, " Can't you do 
something to prevent these awful strikes? 
They do not affect me very much, as I have 
a home and am pretty well off ; I am per
fectly satisfied, but I have to obBy the order 
of my people and come out whenev<er they 
call me out, I do wish von would do some
thing tD put an ·end to that kind of thing." 
This motion says in effect that if the majority 
of the members of a union say that a certain 
thing must be done, it shall be done; and we 
know what that means. It means that two. m' 
three aggressive men come along, and. 
figuratively spe~king, they point a loaded 
pistol at the heads of thB other fellows, and 
tlie other fellows have to get into line with 
them. By the amendment of the hon. mem
ber for Leichhardt we are asked to. hand ovBr 
a power of that kind to such people. There 
can be no association so bad, or whooo in
fluence upon the co.mmunity is so disastrous, 

a;s an association which, for the time being, 
is dominated for political purposes, with the 
view, perhaps, of gaining some political ob
jBct, or enhancing the political position of 
some individual in that community. 

::VIr. HARDACRE: Then you are opposed to
political organisations? 

The SECRETARY FOR PGBLIC WORKS: 
I am opposed to political organisations 
when those associations say n1en are not 
to be free agents, and are to be coerced into 
taking certain action. I am. not opposed to 
nwn cornbining and doing their best in con
nection with industrial matters. I want to 
assure bon. members that I have no desire 
to talk the motion out, became I am quite 
sure the good sense of the House will vote 
it out. Let me say, in conclusion, that there 
has not been one single argument from the 
other side to show the need for the amend
rncnt which t.he hon. n1cn1ber for Leichhardt 
suggPsted. Indeed, I do not think I have 
seen him get up and so quickly drop down. 
It looked to me as if ho were a.ehamed of, 
the von' amendment he moved. Uouallv the 
hon. m;,mber goes very fully into anytlling 
he has to do ·with. I ahva:Ts give hin1 credit 
for that, but in this particular case it seems 
to me he got hold of something like a hot 
potato and he dropped it as quickly as he 
pos"iblv could. It seems to me the main 
object, of this amendment is practically to 
wreck what Y·coulrl be a good motion; to 
spoil it, and make it impossible for the 
majoritv in the community to accept it, and 
in addition, it places an c111bargo upon the 
man in th,-- communitv who wants to feel 
that he can belong to 'a union, to which he 
has every right to belong. It places an 
cntbarg-o upon hin1 unless he is prepared to 
bow tho knee to tho men who control and 
djrcct~so1netimes very unwisely, I think~ 
tho politics of tho day on that side. 

Mr. D. HGNTER (Wool/oongabba): I 
hope han. n1embers, before voting for a 
motion of this kind, will look at it and read 
it very carefully over. I do not think any 
man can be a friend of unionism who votes 
for this motion, because it has this responsi
bility: That a majority of those members 
must be present at a meeting. It reads dis
tinctly: "Gnless such rules have been 
adopted by a majotity of the members of the 
union." Manv of the unions have to take a 
vote at their, meetings. There is no other 
way, and unleso, you get 50 per cent. of the 
members present, it is impossible for them 
to carry it. 

Mr. HARDACRE: Then they could not carry 
this resolution. 

Mr. D. HUKTER: They could not carry 
it there, and by putting this in you are 
making it ir11possihle for the unions to carry 
it. That is not the point I wish to make. 
Here is the Labour party-the party who 
want to get the unions into their power. 
Supposing the members of the Brewers' 
Workers' 'Cnion are asked to vote on the 
question whether they would join the Eight 
Hour Union, which has been established for 
a certain purpose-to commemorate the 
adoption of an eight-hour day in this State; 
a very legitimate thing to talk over and 
to be proud of. They wave their banners 
and are .proud to think that they have 
established an Eight Hour Union, but they 
may have to contribute, when they go into 

llfr. D. Hunter.] 
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that union, to what? For the Labour can
didate's expenses, as at the last Federal.olec
tion. They contribute to the Labour can
didate's ex2enses, while on the Labour plat
form there is a plank, " State manufacture, 
importation, and sale of intoxicating liquor 
with the ultimate view of total prohibition." 
Bere is another point: There are many tee
totallers in our unions who are absolutely 
opposed to anything in the nature of the 
nationalisation of the liquor trade. All these 
questions have to be fought out. Are you 
in favour of nationalising the liquor traffic? 
Every teetotaller must vote against it. But 
here is a platform they immediatelv sub
scribe to if a majority of them hapi'len to 
be in favour of it. < 

Mr. HARDACRE: If a majority decide to do 
so. 

Mr. D. H'GNTER: There is another 
plank: "Initiation and Referendun1." Xo1.v 
our friends on the other side do not believ~ 
in the referendum. 

0PPOSITIOS MEoiBEns : Yes, we do. 

Mr. D. HUNTER: You ,muld not take 
it when it was carried-you refused to abide 
by the decision of the people when it was 
can·ied. That is another plank that eycry 
lY.ian opposed to the rcfeu•ndunl 1.rould need 
to subscribe to. Then th(-'J'e is ano!hn'. 
1\fu!nbers of unionisrs havE' hechJlds. Thev 
are f_~_..._~choldcrs and h_L,Ye their o-,,;n ho1neS, 
:wd tho:· do not believe in of t· nure, 
neither docs my lril!nd InoYed this 
rr.~.otion, bcr"1uso he ha...:. a f:ccehold. 

Th2 SPEAKER: Order ! \Yill the hon. 
n~on1ber addrc~s the Chair. 

lllr. D. H'GNTEPo: .. \. unioni.c mav believe 
in freehold, yet the platfonn, "which a 
majority would on, there is this: 
"Fixity of tenure, lm~s"hold o \Yith pc·1·i~ 
odical rea.ppraisen1ents of rents . 

.Ylr .. 1'\Cll.iLLAK: \Vhat is \Hong \\·ith that? 

J'vlr. D. HUNTER: Those men have to 
go into that union and 'ote to stop all 
freeholds, stop the selling of lands b:· the 
freehold sy ccorn, whet he;· they belie Yo in it 
or not, if tho n1ajority of their union 
"Yes." That is tho po~ition. \-\'hilo 
unions stick to industrial affairs the~ are 
on safe ground. They a.rc porfectl~~ justi~ 
fied in sticking to f[_._at and 1vorking as far 
2 0 they can to i1nproye their position, but 
•:vhen the"':~ are asked to Yote foT questions 
Y:hich th~y do not believe in, then it is un
doubtedly doing an injustice. There js 
another point. The _4..Inalganuttcd Societ:· 
of Carpenters have found out g long tin1e 
back that in1n1igration is in th0ir fa Yotu. 
Tho building trade is very busy. and "·hen 
{l. y join that Eight HotF L"nion they sub
scribe to that union, which so1netin1es pa; :i 

the expenses of a Labour oa:nclidat§ who v 111 
strangle in1migration. Yf e kno1v perfectly 
well that at union me< tings it is not ah.-a:-s 
the ma.jority ,th-'t carri_es a thing. There 
are three or ±our n1en 1n noari:- all unions 
IYho talk n1ore tha.n any others, and very 
often they exercise an infiuonco ovei~ the 
other 1nembers, \vho are afraid to spea.k, and 
things arc carried because members do not 
care to speak, but "\\'hen it con1es to the 
question of putting their hands into their 
pockets to make them pay into a union which 
has, perhaps, on its platfor;n, something 
which is going to operate against them, then 
you may depend upon it those men are not 
going to do it, and unions will split over 
non-essentials. 

[1Jfr. D. Hunter. 

Mr. THEODORE: Do you believe in an 
Industrial Disputes Bill ? 

Mr. D. HUNTER: I believe in an Indus
trial Disputes Bill. 

At 7 o'clc ·k the House, in accm·danee with 
Sessionul Order, proceeded 1cith Government 
business. 

SUPPLY. 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT-RESUoiPTION OF 
DEBATE IN CoMMITTEE. 

(Jir. J. Stodart, Logan, in the chair.) 
The CHAIR:\JAN: Hon. members,-Before 

going on with the busino·-s this m·ening, I 
should just like to say a few words. Since 
my occupancy of the chair I have endea
--oured to place as liberal an interpretation 
upon the Standing Orders as possible, and to 
afford the gr~atest freedom to members 
generally by overlooking certain for1ns of 
uisorder, such as frequent interjections, and 
thu CHl'_ryiDg on of conversations while mern
bers are acldreuing the Chamber. I find, 
horr.~·ever, that in certain quarters, on both 
sides of the Chamber, my leniency is being 
Inisunderstood. Ron. men1bers will quite 
understand that my only desire is that debates 
m Committee .hould be conducted in an 
orderly n1anne~". 

HONODHABLE :\lE:U:BEHS: Hear, hear! 

The CHAIR~'L\..0:: But this c~nnot be 
accon1plished if they persist in frequent inter
jections, and in carrying on conyersations all 
over the Chan1ber. l 1:1111 sure hon. n1en1bors 
desire to me, and that I ha.-c only to 

a for the nrescn-ation of better 
for them to rcs!):-:C~: it. 

HoNODRABLE i'.IEMBEHS: Hear, hea-r! 

l~uc· tion--That there be granted to His 
~ilu.jesty, for the sorYice of tho year 1911-12, 
a sum no~ exceeding £300, to defray the 

of the aide-de-c.1mp to Hie Excellency 
· r:"or--, __ J_kcl. 

:.-..~r. SYLAYNE (Jiackay 1 : I should like to 
cwnplinJ .·· ·1.t the Trcu~·ure1· on the concise and 
btLiue~·~-liko way in which he has . placed 

the Btatemont of our ~J1arrs. I 
put in a rnanucr that anyone c~n 

and it also discloses a very satrs
of th' ngs. There were three 
o~ (;Urrod to n1y mind "\'Vhile 

1:--re-Iing to t.~l£ :Sn.-:,erncnt: F'irst of all, as to 
how dependeut "\YB arc on the efforts of the 
prir11~1ry _9roducc:._· £ol' the revenue 1:eccssary 
to cuny on tho GoYornment of thlS State. 
1=' or instance, to our total revenue of 
£5.320,COO, our railvvay c~~rnings and land 
reY·enuc ccntriln1te respectively £2,550,000 and 
£772,~~:-2, or, altogether, £3,322,242 out of. !he 
tot. l. Seconr1ly, I think that the pos1bon 
shov\rs the v. isdom of devoting the amount vve 
hoard so much of last vear for the purposes 
of th.c 'Gni.-crsitv. It will be c-::LSily seen that 
if it had co1nov out of this year's revenue 
something "·ouid have had to go short-some
thing would haYe had to be foregone, or else 
a cteficit '\uu!d ha.-e occurred. )mother 
znatLer "\vhich forced itself on 1ny mind was 
the way in which "e are thrown back upon 
revenue deri,·able from the land. vVe may 
yet ha.-e cause to regret that the return of 
£1 5?. per head from the Commonwc·alth was 
not embodied in the Constitution. In the case 
of bad seasons and a change of policy on the 
part of the Federal Goyernment, we have to 
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cremember the fact that the £1 5s. per capita 
may not be continued, and it is obvious 
that with bad seasons the earnings on 
Dur railways, on vvhich we are now more 
than half dependent to carry on the govern
ment of the State, will be much diminished. 
The StatC'ment also emphasises the ncod for 
the vigorous development of our resources 
and the peopling of our lands. That is made 
very clear 'vhen \Ve consider our present popu
lation. I think myself that the utterances on 
the other side dnring the debate have shown 
that it would not be a good thing for the 
country if the government was placed in their 
hands at the pres<mt time, because their 
chief ground of objection to the Government 
has been the borrowing of money; but it is 
apparent that unlese we borrow money we 
could not build railways; and they also object 
to the spirited immigration policy of the Go
vernn1ent. rrhere is not an industry at pre
sent that is not hampered in development 
through shortage of labour. 

An 0PPOSITIOX I.lEMBER: It is not in the 
::\Iackay district. 

:\Ir. SY,-AYJ'\E: That is simply through an 
episode that fortw;otelv dou not very often 
occur: but I fed quite sure~ I am not at all 
sure that it i''-' con·ect, but we £'_'e it in tho 
ne\vspapers-that jf sue~ a thing. did occ;lr, it 
v, ould be very soon aosorbcd 111 the 1arge 
amount of employment in Queensland for 
every man who cares to vvork. It has bE=c:.1 
repe:~ted over and over agr;_in that if it werB 
ortly for defence purposes we must haYe popu
lation. I do not, wish to labour that a.opect 
of the question, but stiil it must bo apparent 
to eYorv thinking xnan. I heard sorneborly 
sav~ last" ni&<ht that ::\lr. Fisher would be quite 
able to deaJ with any danger that arose; but 
I do n.ot cal'~ Virhother it is ~lr. Fisher or any
bod-y else-ho n1uo:,t have the people behind 
hin1'. :0To one n1an can defend an ompt:-7 
country. In the desire there is over the 
whole of thp, world to acquire territory, for 
<- xpansion, tl:o fact of tho greater portion of 

... Australia lying elnpty is Ye1·y dan.;·erous to us. 
JUr. J!-.OLLY: Do you really believe that? 

::\,r. t>\YAY.0<E: Cannot an:;one see what a; 
larc.c area '"e ha\·e which would produce raw 
material for the textile industri.es of European 
countrir ~, and the food supplie·_ for a large 
population, 1naking lL; a pri~:=- for great 
Powc'? vYould not the position "\us-
traliu appeal to anyone? l a1n not saJing 
that any JLtion has as ;ertDLl itself in that 
direction at the present moment, but as tJme 
goes on it is difficult to ccLy what may happen, 
and I think it most desirable that we . hould 
increase our population; quite apart !rom the 
industrial ,;sped of the question .. The Opp?
sition, in spite of their .Protestatwns on th1s 
subject, ar0 against im:m1gr<1tion 1n any sh,ape 
or Lrm. They say that they arc opposea_ to 
State aid-to rnoney being Yotcd for bnngn1g 
ollt imn1ig;_a.nts-t.hose who are unable to pay 
the c·-,st of their own passage. They sa:c that 
they arc not opposed to the immigration of 
people with capital to inve.t; but I ask them 
to look the matter fairly in the face, and say 

hether the policy fore.shadowed by them in 
Press is one that is calculated to mduce 

men with money to come here and put it 
into Australian industries. -

Jl.fr. COLLINS: The Premier has told us that 
the banks are overflowing- with money. 

Mr. SW A YJ'\E: A very bad sign it is when 
the banks are overflowing with money. It is 
obvious that, if we are to compete with a 
·cmmtry like America, which is so much closer 

than Great Britain, requiring a much smaller 
pas:;age Inoney, and so on, we n1ust offer 
many inducements to get that class here If 
the policy which han. members opposite pro
fess is put into force, then it will not induce 
people with mo!loy to come here and invest 
it. There is always a danger of industrial 
strife here. 

i\1r. COLLINS: Is it any worse than any· 
where else? 

Mr. SWAYNE: Yes; it is a go,od deal 
worse. So far as industrial strife is con
cerned I know that the inw.stor has to take 
his ch~nce in any country, but in Australia 
he has not only to take his chance with the 
men immediately concernecl~aithough there 
are other means provided for the settlement 
of these disputes~but he also has the pow~rs 
that be a.gainst him in many cases. Fo,r In
stance, tho other day what happened in the 
sugar industry'? lt was accentuated there 
recently -when certain demands \Yere n1ade 
upon tho producers. Tnese demands meant 
the taking· a\Yav fron1 the producer all the 
profits ot his labour. Inste:cd of allowing 
the thing to be set+-'ed bob·,·ccn ·1~hon1, ""'>vhat 
did \Ye see? lYe had the Acting Prime 
i\linister, the Attorney-Genera! of Australia, 
entering the ar na and taking sides at once. 

}lr. CoLLINS: lie \vas supporting the weak 
against the strong. 

i\Ir. S \Y A YJ'\E: And he said that if these 
demands were not grant-ed, he ;,vo.uld take 
a way the protection that that industry de· 
pended on. Then \Ve had another rnember ~f 
the Federal Parliament threatening that rf 
the demands were not acceded to, the industry 
•xouid be transolanted to New Guinea and 
carried on with ~coloured labour. 

JI.Ir. FoLEY: \Yhat about our Govc.nment 
sendin:; out the police? 

Mr. SIYAYNE,: ::\Iemberc opposit·e seem 
to object to any protection being- given to pro· 
perty again,; such strife as that. It seems t~at 
the o·."ner is an outla\v 1.vho has no ns-nts 
a-;.~d should hE ye no protection o£ any _lDnd. 
Is a policy of that kind likely to mduce 
people to c~Irl:e to ~q_ustraha, a:~_d spen~l ~h-~1:r rt!.C.l8Y here'f lt nw.:.ns a ~lll'[,allnwn~· ot V\O.u..._, 

and so on. Someone sa1d so.methmg . about 
the larua sums of money locked up m the 
banks. "'r do not think that in a young oountry 
like thi it io a uood thing to have so muon 
monev locked u~ like that.. I suppme th~y 
arc getting, perhaps, 3b per cent. fo.r their 
money hut as a matter of fact, that money 
ought 'to b~ c .. ~rning 7 o~' 8 per c~ ~1_!:; 1nh the 
dm-clopment of our , \\'e ave 
plrnty of n1ineral sho\•,-s tlH1li Inoney 
could be invested to ach·antr ge. Surely it 
is not contendEd all our Inineral 
resources ha vo boon ! 

JI.Ir. Jl.fuRPHY: No; not nearly. 

l\lr. SWAYJ'\E: Well, how is it that people 
will not put their money into it?. It IS because 
the cn1plore:t:" is t.o haYe ~10 right.~ a~q n_o 
protection. 1 a1n n~t :-aying_ w_helher _~_t IS 
right or wrong, but ·.tmply pomtmg ?ut that 
with the policy of t.he party op]10SI

1
te_ It IS 

not to be expected th.at p~ople voL rnvtst 
n1oncy t.o develop our Indus,:rios and cn1p1oy 
labou'J.. I ha.-8 a little bookie~ hore for 
which I have to thank the hon. me_mber fer 
Gympie for supplying me. It IS calle~ 
"\Vhat tho Labour Platform moans, . 
printed from the Brisbane lForker, by "Qm 
Vive." On page 9 it says~ 

j]fr. Swayne.] 
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" That is why the Labour movement should 
by class conscious-that ·we n1ay, by our de
llberat•' effort and our calculated enthusiasm, 
accelerate the process of transition from pri
vate ownership for private profit to comnl:JU 
ownership for the co1nn1on good. 

" The process will be a gradual one, but it 
need not be a slow one. It will proceed step 
by step, but the steps may follow quickly upon 
one another, if so we are 1ninded." 

Now, that may be all right. It may be the 
proper state of things, but at the same time 
It IS not an announcement that is likely to 
draw people with money to Queensland, when 
they say ther·e that it is going to be nation
alised in the near future. 

:\Jr. COLLINS: \Yhat about England? 
l\Ir. 

there. 
.MURPHY: The same thing goes on 

:Mr. S\VAYNE: But the people who 
adn1cate that policy are not in pmYor in 
England. 

:\Jr. ::\IURPHY: Yes, they are. 

:1lr. S\YAYNE: But they arc m power 
in tl1e Con1lllOn\Yealth. 

l\lr. MuRPHY: It is not doing any harm in 
the Commonwealth. 

i\lr. S\YAYNE: There is a lot of mone>c 
lying· idle in the banks in Australia instead 
of being put into 1nining " shows." 

::\Ir. Ce>LLINS: There are no strikes in the 
n1i:ning industry. 

J\Ir. SW A YXE: If a certain political party 
had their way they would deprive them of 
protection of any kind. It never deterred in
ve' tment in the days before thi~ policy be
came ::o pro1ninent. Th€n, on page 23, it 
says-

" There is a third, even n1ore important
" State settlen1ent:., at which the unernploycd 
may obtain work as a right." 

c.Ir. :Ml!RPHY: V\!hat harm is there in that? 

::\Ir. S\VA YNE: In an overcrowded country 
it may be desirable. In Germany they have 
something of the kind, but in a country like 
this there is no need for it whatever. It 
means it will be done for certain men at the 
expense of those who do the work. 

Mr. 1ITIRPHY: Did vou read the speech de
livered by Lloyd-Geoi·ge the other day? It 
was the best socialistic speBch that has been 
delivered for years_ 

l\Ir. SWAYNE.: I have read a good deal 
of what has been going 'on in the old cour:try 
lately, but the conditions there are not simila_r 
to the conditions we have go,t here. (Opposi
tion laughter) Then, on page 24, it says-

" The workers would demand higher wages"
I havB nothing to say against that so long as 
there is a fair share given to the other man. 
(Hear, hear !) Then it goBs on-

" The worli:ers would demand higher wages 
-that i8 to say, a higher and ever higher 
l)i'Opvrtion of the wealth they create~until 
a~ last the margin of profit would be so small 
that the systern which is built upon profit 
would collapsednto irremediable ruin." 

lllr. FoLEY: What do you say against that? 

1\lr. SWAYNE: It is not calculated to in
duce people to invest capital in Queensland 
-the prospect of nothing being left for the 
investor. I think a good many people will 
agree ,,-ith me on that point. That attitude 
is f.lOt likely to _induce. the it;;restme~; of 
capital for opemng mmeral shows . or 
anything else, and that must react disas-

[il£ r. Swayne. 

trously on those the,y are so anxious to bene
fit. I was talking about tho sugar industry 
j nst now, and as I represent a sugar district, 
I may be excused if I mention it in a 
debate of this kind. I notice that there is 
some probability, judging by the Press 
telegrams, of a commission being appointed' 
in connection with the sugar industry, and I 
lwpe it will be on the lines of the one 
appointed some time agw>. 

Mr. FoLEY: The 'Australian Sugar Pro
ducers' Association? 

Mr. SWAYNE: I hope that it will be im
partial, and that it will inquire into every 
phase of the industry; and, if it docs that, 
it will be of advantage. No one in the 
sctgar industry has the slightest to fear 
from any disclosures that may bo made. I 
arn g·lad to sec that such a com1nission is 
co,rlemplatnd, and I hope that it will even
tuate. It 1vas n1y purpose when speaking on 
the question of a State refinery, only I was shut 
down so suddenly the other night, to sug
gest an amendment that it was dc~irable that 
such a corn1nission should be appointed. No\v 
I would like to refer to a statement made 
in Queensland lately, which, if correct, •;auld 
go to show that the industry had no claim for 
a protective duty, without \vhich it ·1muld be 
irnpoeoiblo to carry it on. It was stated 
that tho cost of production with black labour 
in .Java was just as great as with us, though 
we aee paying the highest wage' paid by 
any ag-ricultural industry in tho world. ·when 
I heard tho statenrent I -was rathc1· stag-
gered; but on going into the thing I found 
it was not correct. The statement was based 
on ::.onre figures copied fron1 the '' Inter
national Sugar Journal," which were giYen 
by Mr. Prinsen Gccr·lig. There the cost of 
production in .Java was given at £7 5s. ll±d. 
a ton, which was also stated to be the cost 
o,£ production in on" of our mills. But I find 
that the basis of compaTison was not a fair 
one. The price qnoted in connection with onr 
mill was an exceptionally low one, a mill that 
paid an <:xceptionallv low price for the raw 
sugar; and the avCrage for th_e ten mills 
under Govc1·nment audit was higher. _\.nd 
several items includcJ in the .Java cost were 
not included in tho figures given for tho 
Queensland mill. For ~nstance, in Mr. 
Geerlig's figures, totrJling £7 5s. 111d., I 
find Ruch itcn1s <l.::i "packing, cominission, 
transport of sugar, wE:·ar and tear, nc'v 
machinery, interest on floating capital"; 
but ,vhen brought do,wn to the basis on 
v·hich the Queensland figures were given, 
these would be omitted, and the total 
would have come clown to £4 13s. ll~d. 
Regarding our cost of production, in 
Appendix VI. to thB Auditor-General's re
port for 1910, it will be found in column 
13 that tho average cost was £8 4s. 6 1/3d. 
per ton, to which has to be added the rebate 
out of the excise w·hich the raw material 
gets. Unless tho Queensland grower got 
that remission he could not produce the 
raw material; therefore it must be added 
to the cost. Adding the rebate of £3 to the 
£8 4s. 61/3d., brings up the cost to £11 
4s. 61/Sd., as compared with the cc,st in 
.Java, on the same basis, which would be 
£4 13s. lld., the. cost here is nearly three 
times as much; and in view of the gravity 
of the position if the statement were true 
as affecting our claim for protection, I 
thought it right to point this out. Coming 
back to the Treasurer's Estimates, I am 
pleased to see that there is an increased 
amount put down this year for agriculture; 
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nncl I believe in the present Ministnr con
trolling the department, because I feel sure 
that he will do his utmost to push on the 
clepartment. The Agricultural Department 
is sufficiently important to require tho whole 
attention of a Minister, without having to 
nttend to another dcpm·tment as well. We 
have had some excellent Ministers in charge 
of this department; and I am proucl to 
say that my colleague compares favourably 
with any of them. I have already pointed 
out the need for encouraging the develop
ment of our natural resources with tho view 
of adding as much as possible to our pro
duction of primary products; but I regret 
to say that in tw·'J very important directions 
this is neglected. One is the promotion of 

tropic,,] agriculture, and the 
[7.30 p.m.] othe;· the r~aring of cross-bred 

sheep, and sheep of British 
breeds. Last year I alluded to the same 
thing, but I regret to say that nothing has 
been done, and I would like to draw atten
tion ag<tin to tho figures I gave in this con
nection-

" As sho,ving the money that is going out 
from Australia at the pre-,ent n1oment in i:adu;
tries that could be succ+::;sfully carried on 
so far as the natural facilities are c;:,ncerncd, 
I should like to lay the follm.ving remarks 
before the Comn1ittce. 1 notice by our last 
Coinmonwealtlt Year Book that we are send
ing out of Australia somEthing like £:~,1::?:7 ,C• JU 
for articles, many of which, as far as our 
natural facilities are concerne(t, could be pro
duced in Australia. For instance, we are 
tuying rice to the exten.t of £1.S4,000 ; rubber 
goodo, £176,000; raw cotton, £17,000; sai;-J 
,\ nd tapioca, fron1 the Straits Settle1nents, to 
the extent of £42,000 ; gini._:;er and spices, 
£68,000 ; oils and nut,;, £28"*,000; kapok, 
£82,000; b: gs and sacks made from jute, 
£984,000; tea, £968,000; cocoa and choc~
late, £1GO,OOO; coffee, £24,000; flax and 
hen1p fr01n tile PhilippinEs, £51,000. I do 119t 
for one rnoment anticipate that 1.ve will be 
al>le to produce all th: ,e, but it is a fit subject 
for consideration by our Agricultural Depart
n::.cnt as to what can be produced in tropical 
Queensland." 

I would like to see the department take up 
this matter seriously. I think an establish
ment should be provided in the North where 
both experimental and educational work in 
tropical production could be carried on. 
The other industry I have mentioned-the, 
breeding of cross-bred and British breeds 
of sheep-could be carried on in conjunction 
with agriculture in many places on the other 
side of the Range and also at many places 
on this side of the Range. I have been in 
districts in the South where it is being done, 
and there are many parts of Queensland 
where it could also be done. On this same 
subject I said last session-

" As to the value of that industry to the 
States mentioned, it is hard to ascertain 
definitely, betause the term ·· frozen n1utton " 
is used with regard to both Rheep and lan1bs ; 
but I notice in one of their Year Bonks that 
592,000 care 2sses were exported fron1. Victoria 
in the year 1907. I suppose that would tncan 
a circulation in that State of from £250,000 
to £300,000. As showing what has been done 
in New South Wales in this induRtry, I n1ight 
point out that at three of their experilnental 
farms-vVagga, Glen Innes, and Bathurst-
they havP, flocks of different British breeds c:f 
sheep, and are continually experin1enting as to 
the sorts best adapted to those districts and 
best adapted for the English market. I should 
like to see our department enabled to take uu 
such work as that." -

I was then unable to give the exact figures 
as to the exports from New South Wales, 

1911-3H 

"Victoria, and South .\ust.mlia, but I am in 
a position to do so now. Le"st year New 
South \\'aloe. exnortod 388,000 carcasses; Vic
totia, 718,131; and South Australia 154,379. 
ltueensland only exported 12,000-a very poor 
showing for this State, and 011e that our 
natural conditions do not justify. It is a 
matter worthy of attention, and I should like 
to see something done in the 1natter. I know 
it was tried here ami th<: industry attained 
certain dimensions and then it '(nent back. 
There was corresnondence in the Press on 
the subject. Th~ breeders held that they 
were not treated fairly by the buyers, and the 
buyers held that tho b1ccders did not supply 
th~ proner article. \\'hie!~ was right I am 
unab1P to say; but if ou:t department wo~k 
on the same lines as the dcpartr..1ents 1n 
New South \Vales, Victoria, and South Aus
tralia, the mat: N' "'ill soo;o be set at rest. 
Coming baci..: to the busine,.,s outlook, I think 
that with our natural resources and the 
n1oncy "\Ve ha vo at our disposal, at p1~esent 
to a great extent h·ing idle>., there is a big 
opening b3fore us. But tho groat means of 
fostering development is industrial peace. 
Extracts fron1 the legislation of the Cornman
''·' dth and of s~veral of the Sbtos of New 
ZPtdancl have been collcc'cd bv council, to 
which I ohoulcl like to draw the"'Committee's 
attention, and it "'otdd not be out of place 
if our Goyernn1ent \Ycre ~crioushT to con
sider the advisabilit:.' of placing something 
of tho \Ul11f' kind on our statuft,-book for the 
prcnntion of strikes. I hear hon. members 
on the other side laughi'lg. Perhaps they 
think that this might derogate to some 
extent from the importance of their organ
isations; but it seems to me that, now that 
we have moans at our disposal for dealing 
v:ith industrial questions, unions that were 
formed as fighting machines &re as great an 
anomaly as it would be for the Great 
Pov~'ers · to maintain their expensive navies 
and their great armies after arrange
lllents had been made for universal peace. 
This is no fad or far-ffltched idea. as will be 
s•'en by the following extracts from this legis
lation and the report of counsel on the 
subject:-

" Commontccalth ConciZ.'qtion and Arbitration 
A.ct, 1904. 

" (Section 6.) 
"Under a penalty of £1,000 this Act pro

yide.s that no person or organisation " shall, 
on account of any industrial dispute, do any
thing in the nature of a lockout or strike; 
but no proceedings for this penalty can be 
instituted without the leave of the president. 
An "organisation" means an organi,,ation 
1 -'gistered under the Act. Any organisation 
of en1ployers or employees which, for the pur
pose of enforcing cornpliance with the demands 
of any en1ployers or employees, orders its 
nH'tnbers to refuse to offer, or accept, employ
ment is considered to be g!filty of a lockout or 
strike. 

"WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 

The Industrial Conciliation a.nd A1-bitration 
Act, 1902. 

" (Section 98.) 

" Thrs Act imposes a penalty of £50 on any 
person who (a) takes part in, or does any
thing in the nature of, a lockout or strike; or 
( b l before a reasonable time has elapsed for 
a reference to the board or court, or during 
the pending of proceedings before the board 
or court, suspends or discontinues employ
ment or work; or (c) instigates to, or aids in, 
any of the above Acts. 

2J.£r. Swayne.] 
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" NEVV ZEALA~D. 

'' IndustTial Conciliation and A?'bitmtion 
Amendment Act, 1908. 

" The provisions of this Act are as fol
lows :-Every striker bound by any award or 
industrial agreernent is liable for striking to 
a penalty not exceeding £10. Every employer 
bound by any award or industrial agreement 
i:o:; liable for a lockout to a penalty not exceed
ing £500. Bnt, if judgment has been ob
tained against any industrial union, or indus
trial association, of which the worker or enr
ployer is a member, the worker or employer 
is not liable. Anybody inciting, instigating, 
aiding, or abetting an unlawful strike, or 
unlawful lockout, is liable, if a worl;:er, to a 
penalty not exceeding £10, and if an industrial 
union, industrial association, trade union, enJ.
ployer, or any other person than a worker, to 
a penalty not exceeding £200. An " unlawful 
::::trike" is a strike of workers bound by an 
award or industrial agreement. An unlawfti.l 
lockout is a lockout by any employer bound 
by an award or industrial agree1nent. In the 
following cases the defendant is deemed to have 
aidfd or abetted a strike or lockout, unless 
he proves that he acted without the intent of 
aiding or abetting it-if he n1akes a gift nf 
money or other valuable thing to any person 
·who is a party to an unlawful strike or lock
out, or to any industrial union, industrial 
a: soci?.tion, trade union, or other society or 
association of which f·uch person is a n1ember. 
11 a majorlty of the me1nbers of any indn~
trial union or industrial association are parties 
to a strike or lockout, t.ne union or association 
i.;:; considered to ha>:e in;::;tigated the strike or 
lockout. (The Act contains special provisions 
copcerning sucl:~ industries as gas, electricity, 
lllllk, meat, dell very of co a!, and the worliing 
of tramways or railways.) 

H NE\V SOUTH \VALES. 

"Proposed Legislation. 
"On the 31st M 'Y last Mr. ]ieeb:y, a mem.

ber of the present New South Wales Ministry 
introduced a Bill to provide for the regulatio~ 
of the conditions of indu··tries. Part 4 of this 
Bill contains provisions to the following effect 
for the prevention of strikes and lockouts :
For striking, the court may impose a penalty 
not exceeding £50. But, here it is a defence 
if the striker can prove that, at the time of 
giving the notice mentinoned below-

" (a) At least nine-tenths of the e=
ployees on strike did not belong to ctn 
industrial union. (An industrial 
union is a union registered under the 
Act) ; and 

" (b) No industrial agreement or award 
was then in force; and that--

" (c) The strikers had given to the 
Minister or Under Secretary reason
able notice of the intended strike, or 
of conditions of dispute or unrest 
likely to induce a strike. 

" It will be observed that all three con
ditions (a), (b), and (c) must exist to con
stitute a defence. The court must order that 
the amount of the penalty is to be a charge 
on the defendants' wages, present and future. 
'!:he employer, being notified, must pay the 
wages into court, and no assignment by the 
striker of his wages will enable him to· defeat 
this law. If the striker is a member either uf 
a trade union or an industrial union the 
court 'may (not m/ust) in addition order the 
union to pay out of the union funds an anlDUI."l.t 
not exceeding £20 of the penalty. But, before 
doing this, the court lllUSt hear the unior1. 
The court cannot make the order on the union 
if it is proved that the union bona fide en
deavoured to prevent its members from doing 
any act in the nature of a strike or lockou "t 
or from taking part in a lockout or strike, o; 
f!Olll instigating to or aiding in a strike or 
lockout. If either an industrial union or a 
trade union of mnployees takes part in any act 
for which the striker is liable, as above, the 
court may (not must) order the union ta pay 
a penalty not exceeding £1,000. The court 
may also suspend the registration, or cancel 
the registration of the union. The court n1ay 

[11/r. Swayne. 

a!so cancel any award. To escape these 
penalties it is no defence for an industri'J.l 
union to prove that it gave notice to the 
Minister or Under Secretary; but it is a 
defence for a trade union to prove that the 
union had given to the l\linister or Under 
Secretary reasonable notice of the intended 
strike, or of conditions of dispute or unrest 
likely to induce a strike. 

"The Minister or lJnder Secretary may, at 
any time before or during a strike, direct a 
secret ballot to be taken of the strikers con
cerning the declaratio!.l or continuance of the 
strike. Any person hindering the > ecret ballot 
is liable to a penalty not exceeding £20. This 
penalty also is a charge on wages, present 
and future, and the en1ployer, on notice, must 
pay the n1oney into court. 

"As regards Iockouit:, there is a penalty 
Pot exceeding £1,000. But it is a defence to 
prove three things-na1nely, that-

" (a) At least nine-tPnths of the ein
ployees locked out did not belong to 
an industrial union; and 

"(b) No industrial agrrf~ment or award 
was in force; and that 

" (c) The mnployer had given reasonable 
notice to the Minister or Under Sec
retary of the intended lockout, or of 
condition~, oi dispute or unrest likely 
to induce a lof'kout. 

"'The court may grant an injunction again: t 
continuing to instigate to, er aid in, a lock
out or strike. Penalty, imprisonment 11ot 
exceeding six months, or the offender may be 
collllllitted for trial. An industrial union cf 
employees n1ay make an agreement in writing 
with an e1nployer, or any other industrial 
union, for a tenn not exceeding three years." 

That is what has been done o, is being done 
in New Zealand and the States of the Com
monwealth, and I certainly think that, in view 
of recent occurrences, those moasures are 
well worth our consideration. The most dis
turbing factor in our industrial life at the 
present time is the apprehension concerning 
qig strikes which may be widespread in their 
influence, and I believe that legislation some
what on the lines indicated in the quotations 
I have given-! do not say that such legisla
tion should be copied altogether, but that it 
should be on those lines-would be of ad
vantage to employer and employed in 
Queensland. During the debate something 
has been said about the State ownership of 
the means of production, distribution, and 
exchange, coalmines being especially men
tioned, and we know that that is a plank 
in the platform of the Opposition. I have 
on previous occasions expressed my disbelief 
in the efficacy of State ownership and control 
,,, industries. It may not be out of place 
if I read an extract showing what evidence 
the chief accountant ·of the Closer Settlement 
Board in Victoria gave with respect to the 
State coalmine in that State-

" He reported to a Select Committee of the 
Legislative Council that, in addition to £36,000 
eApended on capital account out of loan money~ 
a sum of £46,694 had been paid out of revenue 
on the expectation that the sale of coal would 
recoup the money and show a profit. But 
this brilliant anticipation was bitterlY dis
arpointed, for qnly £22,249 was received from 
this source, and when other small assets were 
added there was still a dead loss of £21,833. 
" The money had not disappeared in any way ; 
it has not been received," said the witness, 
Mr. Mciver. The plain English of the affair 
is that it had cost, under the skilful manage
n1ent of the State, about £2 5s., or thereabouLs, 
for every £1 worth of coa1 it had to sell. But 
this is only part of the story. Mr. Fitz
r:atrick, the chairman of the Railway Com
nlissioners, testified that the railways practi
cally carried the coal for the bare cost of i..ilc 
working expense;::,-1_2d. per ton per mile-
losing the 3/5d. per mile nsually added as 
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·the share of interest on capitar account for 
e~ ch mile run. Furthermore, Mr. Fitzpatrick 
stated that the Jnss to the railways in the 
purchas<:'. of 373,000 tons it will require for 
the serv~ce of the year ending ::n~t DEcen1bcr, 
1911, Wlll be £4G,692, on the ba'is of the 

·Comparison b,·tweul the cost of K E'\'l South 
\Vales coal hithert'J in U!:e with that fron1 
\\.,.ontbaggi. The problen1, therefore, is ho·w 
far the con1munity can gain by raising coal at 
a cost of £46,694 in six n1onths, carrying it 
to Melbourne n_ t a loss, and forcing the very 

·d:partn1ent ':'luch bears the loss on the car
nage to buy it at a further loss of £45,692 
on a year's supply. As the Stat~ has to make 
:!p the los·, of both the M1nint; and the· Railway 
Departm~uts, 'vh!ch, without coUnting that on 
~he ca~riage, will be £83,75S, it \Vould be 
1ntereRt1ng to kno\v where the gain to the tax
r,ayers really conws in." 

1 think that shows that it does not mean all 
t~at is anticipated, and the sanguine expecta
tiOns of hon. members opposite in connection 
w1th the State ownership of coalmincs and 
other forms of production wiJJ not be borne 
out. The same thing applieo in connection 
With a State refinery, in which connection 
it was pointPd out by an hon. member 
favourmg such an Pstablishment that its 
·output could be carried at special low rates 
on the Government lines. Businesses that have 
to depend upon concessions of that kind are 
not r':ln on legitimate business lines, and not 
only m the cases I have indicated, but many 
others can be quoted where similar results 
have obtained, and I think those who object 
to the State taking on thinrrs in this oonnec· 
tion, have considerable reason for the opinion 
they hold. In conclusion, I should again like 
to express pleasure at the position disclosed 
by the Treasurer's Financial Statement and 
I note with pleasure that increases 'have 
been given to various en1ployees in tho civil 
service. I think the time has come when 
·arwthcr class in the community who work verv 
hard, and I suppose work the longest hou;s 
"Of anybody in the communitv, shou.ld receive 
consideration. I lmo.w they "hav,; already r·e· 
eeived a certain amount in the remission of 
-taxation, but if the coming year is as pros
perous as anticipated, and if the Treasurer 
gds £105,000 in interest upon the transferred 
properties, I think it will be up to the Go
vernment to consider what they can do for 
the farmer next session. Thev have done a 
g·ood deal already in remitting taxation, but 
I think thev have a claim for further con
·sideration. 'I trust the matter will be gone 
into before the Treasurer makes another 
Statement. I only hope that next session we 
shall have the same Treasurer making a 
similar Statement, and that the prospects will 
be as good as disclosed by him last week. 

Mr. PAYNE, (Mitchell): I think the hon. 
membPr who has just resumed his seat de
voted the most of his time in talking abont 
strikes. He has been talking about strikes 
the whole afternoon. I understand the sug·ar 
strike was settled some time a.go, and I think it 
is just as well, when these things are settlDd, 
not to speak in anv direction that mav tend to 
create discontent ;..gain. I have list<>.ned very 
carefully to most of the speeches delivered on 
this Financial Statement. and I can honestly 
say fjhere have been no more misleadi!ng 
statements made than those made by the 
Premier. The other ev·ening, when speaking 
on this question. the Premier spoke in a 
boastful wav. He used these words: "Is 
there the slightest cloud appearing on the 
horizon indic,;:ting depressed time~ for Queens· 
land?" T answer that in a praetwal manner: 
Yes. "While I am one of those who don't care 

about meeting hard times, or trying to bring 
about hard times, yet every sensible member 
of this House must recognise that at the pre
sent time Queensland is on the verge of a 
very bad time if we do not get a good fall of 
rain. 

Mr. CoRSER: It is coming. 
Mr. PAYNE : I hope it is co.ming. 
Mr. CoRSER: It is raining now. 
Mr. PAYNE : I hope the rain is coming, 

and if it would a'-sist it by saying, "It is 
coming," I think we ought to do nothing else 
but say, "It is coming" all night and ad
journ, but I know that will not bring rain. 
I think any man who. occupies the position of 
Premier of this State should not try to mis· 
represent the position. What is to be gained 
by misrepresenting these things? At the pre-

• sent time thousands of sheep are dying 
weekly in Queensland from starYation. That 
is absolutely correct. 

Mr. MANN: Is that where the \Vestern line 
is being built? 

Mr. PAYNE: Yes; the ond of this Western · 
line is absolutely the driest portion of Queens
land at the present time. There is a report 
appearing in the CourieT-and I hope every 
membeT sitting on the front Treasury bench 
will read it-that they are killing all the 
Iambs in the Charleville district at the pre· 
sent time to save their mothers. Let any 
practical man who kno\\ s anything about stock 
go out to the Enoggera saleyards at the present 
time and see the class of sheep and bullocks 
that are being sent in to supply rhe Brisbane 
market with beef and mutton. All these 
things are staring the Premier in the face, 
and yet he rises in his place and in a boast
ful way tolls us that Queensland is booming
that Queensland is not on the verge of bad 
time,. I say it is. I trnst sincerely that be· 
foro tho month is out we shall have had 
sufficient rain to clear awa;- all doubts about 
bad times. (Hear, hear!) "' I trust that will 
be so, but I have been in Queensland for 
thirty years and I have lived in parts of the 
State where the drought operated very 
severely--not one drought only-and I know 
very well what it means, and I say, as a 
somewhat practical man in these maners, 
that we are on the eve of verv bad times. 
The Premier also said that tl;ere was no 
boom. He asked: Is there anvthing- in the 
nature o.f a boom? If there is no boom in 
Queensland at the present time, I do not 
think thNe will ever be a boom. 

1\Tr. ).TANX: \Ve are spending about 
£3.000,000 of loan money. 

'\Ir. PAYNE: If there is no boom in 
Queensland at present. for the life of me I 
do not see how a boom could he brou.g'ht 
about. We have had six of the most prosper· 
ous seasons that have heen known in Queens
land since it has been inhabited by white 
peonle-six of the most prosperous seasons ! 

JV1r. CORSER: That does not make a boom. 
Mr. PAYNE : I am sorry that an:v member 

of this Chamber should interject that pros· 
nerous seasons have no tendency to create a 
boom. 

Mr. CoRSER: It may have a tendency, but 
it does not create a boom. 

Mr. PAYNE: On top of th9se six P!"Osper
ous seasons you have had the h1ghest pnces for 
produce that I have ever seen in Queensland. 
You have only to look at the price of property 
in the metropolitan area. J nst take four 

Mr. Payne.] 
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years bade and take the value of property 
then and what it is now. Take house rents 
in and around BrisLane, and they tell us 
there is no boom. A place you could get for 
Ss. a week a few years ago you haye now to 
pay 18s. a week for. 

Mr. CORSER: Brisbane is not Queensland. 

Mr. PA YKE>: It ap;clies ail over Queens
land. I have travelled as much as the hon. 

member, and it applies in every 
[8 p.m.] locality I have visited. You can 

go to Bare aldine, Longreach, or 
any of the inland towns of Central Queens
land, and it is not po.ssible to get an empty 
house, and stiil hon. members opposite tell 
us it does not apply to Queensland. When 
you see a boom in a large centre of popula
tion, it must, in the natuto of things, indicate 
that things an; pro.sperous. 

The TREASc:RER : You ,,·ould not like to 
see it oth.er\visc, would you? 

:Mr. PAYNE: No, I would not; but it 
is not correct for bon. n1en1bors to point 
out that wo have no boom. 

The TREAS<;RER : Th0ro is a big difference 
between a boom and prosperity. 

Mr. PAYNE: I claim that you. have a 
boom here. You have a boom in house 
property at the present time in and around 
Brisbane. The least han. members can do 
is to speak of these matters as they find 
them. Before I touch on the Financial 
Statement I would like to say a word or 
two in refcTence to tho Homo Secretary's 
speech. An} one could sec that he was trying 
to speak with that loud voice of his to the 
electors of Rosmvood, Korth BTisbanc, and 
Toowong. 

Hon. R. PHILP: He 'vas not so loud as the 
han. member for Burke. (Laughter.) 

:\Ir. P A YKE: The Home Secretary has 
one of the strongeJt voices in the Chanlb€r. 
It was really an1using to hear hin1. He \Va:) 
crying shame on the Oppo,ition, which is 
now the Labour party, and asking why, 
when they had an opportunity of supportiJJg 
a Government, and were practically the life 
of tho Government-why they did not insist 
on those reforms? If there was anything 
at all in that ,statement, would it not equally 
apply to members on the front Treasu.ry 
bench at the pTe sent tinw? The PTem ieT 
and the Secrr':an· for Public Instruction 
and the hon. member for NoTth R.ockharnp. 
ton and the hon. member for vVoollo:on.o:abba 
suppoTted that Government. But any sensible 
man who knows anything about the coali
tion between the Morgan GoveTnment and 
the Labour party, knows that the Labour 
part.'· coalesced with the Morgan Gove:rn. 
ment on two questions only-adult suffrage, 
and an understanding that they VilOtdd not 
vote for anything that would violate the 
principles of their plat.fonn. 

Mr. MANN: Manhood suffrage and finan
cial sanity. 

Mr. PAYNE: I was not here when the 
coalition took place ; I came in the first 
session afterwards, but I understood that the 
only stipulation of the Labour party w:ith 
the Morgan Government was adult suffrage 
and the Labour party was justified. It 'INa~ 
an honest compact that they would supp<:>rt 
the Morgan Government if they introduced 
legislation giving all adults outside lunatic 
asylums and gaols over twenty-one years of 
!<ge a vote,_ and the Labour _party thought 
that by domg that-by puttmg the voting 
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power in the hands of the people--they were, 
doing their share. They also ,tipulatcd 
that under no consideration \Yotdd thov vote 
i:J. any direction that would violate th~ prin
ciples of thci,· platform. 

::VIr. FORSYTH: They did. By selling land, 
which \vas against your platform. They sold, 
as rnuch in one year as the other Govern
ment did in two years. 

:\ir. PAYNE: It is no good trying to 
gull cwyone in that direction. The Govern
Inent, while the Labour party \Vas support
ing thcn1, 1nay haYe sold land, but we know 
that this Governnwnt, Ol' o..n> Govornrnent 
that occupies the Treasur. · benches for the· 
time being, under the existing laws of the 
State, can sell land, and neYer rnention it 
in the l-:louse. \Ye know that the question 
of selling land neYcr oan1e up in this Chaln
ber ~~vhile the Labour party were t_,upporting 
the j-Iorgan GoYcrnn1ent. This GoYcrnn1ent 
can · ,-·ll land up to a, fixed figure eYcrv year 
without COl' mlting this Chamber at all. 

::VIr. FoRSYTH: You dou't believe in the
sale of hnd at all. 

Mr. PAYNE: I feel C<wtain that the only 
object of tho Homo Secretar:' was to try to 
reach the electors of Rosewood, Toowong, 
and J.'\m·th Brisbane, and he says the electors
of Queensland aro sensible people and he 
will leave tho matter in their hands. Al
though a rnan n1ay get up here and say cer
tain things in a loud voice, we know that 
the majority of tho electors are intelligent 
enough to know ' hcther it is correct or not, 
and \Ye arc satisfied that as far as these 
by-elections are concerned tho speech of tht> 
Home Secretary will have no effect one w a;: 
or the ot.hcr. Con1ing to the Financiaf 
State,ncnt, a great deal has been said about 
irnn1igration, and it is always thro\Yn across 
the Chamber that the Labour party arc alto
gether oppocnd to immigration. The Labour 
party takes the stand that before you tax 
the people of this State to bring in more, 
people :,ou should make the conditions bet,tcr 
for those "·ho are here. I claim that if the, 
GoYcrnment were to sp~nd the n1oneY that 
is no\v devoted to bringing inunigrants here, 
in placing our own people on the land, in 
ways such as sinking artesian bores, putting 
people on the land cheaply, and giving them 
a start with the object of making a com
fortable home and making- this country as 
good as any ot,her place-I say you w'auld 
have tho right class of immigrants coming 
here with very little assistance. The plea of 
this and tho last Government was that theY 
ware not bringing in1n1ig-rants -here to con~
pctc with tho labour market. How many 
immigrants did they put on the land 9 How 
many immigrants have started business? I 
venture to say that 85 per cent. of the immi
grants who landed here are out in the open 
labour market, and if that is correct, arc 
they not competing one with the other? If 
this Governn1ent was sincere and in earnest 
about n1aking this countrv a prosperous 
country, their first duty w,;'uld be to plac:e 
the people we have alreadv here on the 
land. There are hundreds o.f people in my 
electorate who are hungering to get on the 
land, and they cannot get any. 

Mr. LESIKA: That is what the 8~ottish 
Agricultur.:1l Co1nmissioners S'~"Y· 

Mr. P A YKE: YVhen a sc crcitv exists so· 
that you cannot plac:e all your own people 
on the land, is it not a lot of nonsense 
talking about bringing immigrants here and' 
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.putting them on tho land 1 I have no hesi
tation in saying that these immigrants 
should be treated like anyone cl ·.e when 
tht-y con1c here, but if any priorit~- is given 
it ··hou!d be given to the sons and daugh.ers of 
the old pioneers of this country. I rcmem-ccr 
what the Scottish AeTicultu.ral Cornmis3ion:.rs 
-said in their report, and I will not forc:ct 
their rernarks in reference to the old pioneers 
of the Commonwealth, including those oi 
Queensland. They said that if c;-er a monu
nlent 'vas to be erected to anyone it ·'·:1o1:_dd 
be built to the old pioneers \Yho had gone 
out int.o tho 'vildcrncss, opened up the 
-eountry, and reared ~·trong, healthy fan1ilics. 
Y ct eycry GoYcrnnwnt seen1~ to ignore 
these people. This GoYernn1ent sc,~Jns to 
be advcrtisin{! a lot of false reports saying 
thJt ;,·e hayr~ got tnillioil'l of acres for thou
b 1nds of iinrHi:;,:ranb to como here, whereas 
our own f-... t~ople cannot get land. I vvill 
just quo-:-,~ a. little paragraph fr·orn tho report 
o.f the Scottish ..i\ (.J:ricult.nrn .. l Cor:.~uissioners on 
this matter. 'Cnder tbe h-ading of "RecciY-
ing ,he Immigra11ts," it b·~1~e on page IC-l-
--arvl thi3 applies to the of ti,e :-3t:::ttes 
of the Common·'"-'ealt.h-

" \Yl:! insp _cted the :rl::tC'? on the 2nd of 
January, ~ix day:; ~· 'ttr tl:' ai:riYal ol th·
im.migrant<::, aT:d founrl it Dt' 
flfty-:1Ye do:nestic':::, e\·. r:. m:t 
1~l·'nt· t.._.._e ftr1't afternoon, 
·n·~ce; of the singln men 

l1<td not " ('t found -..vorli:. Tl "~ 
bart not bu•n :.J fortunate. ,1 

\vHllout c~1ildren had ;::c•uncl 
f: rlllS; ;.-'Jll1f' lH.d p.i:::C· cl eH:ir 
lodging:~. and had g, nc t; the r untr · :-1-..; 

in:;::le men· but ··1 far ·s r:::mld It u·n 
nClt one of the ma1~ried E1,-n ~.~ ith !J:' t 
YEt got a situailou on faiT' \Vll'.-re \Vl~:) 
8.r.d Cl1ilct.ren c::JUld. 1::.0 him. V\~e ., "r r--'tl 
that it waR a holiday sc· on, ::tncl thnt , lJ t~H. c 
Jnen vwuld sl1ortly find suitable plriC~-:_.; in tbe 
e0untr.Y, bnt it ·wa ~ clear thaL Hlnglc n1c11 wc1e 
1no.:.:t in dfmand." 

I clain1 that if tho GoYc>rnineut bring mar
ried men her.._, and thev arc at a disad
vantage, it is not the cOrrec~ thing to do. 
If tho noculiaritiE"3 of .:-\usi-ralia are not 
.adapted~ to 1narnea 111E'll, the Govern
n'cnt should not bring them here at all. 
There is also another trticle ln this report 
of the Scotti'h Agricultural Commissioners. 
The reason I quotco from this r,•port is that 
the Scottish AgT]cultura.l CJmn1i2·~i·')D'~rs ,, ere 
a body of scientific, educated, smart men. inde
pendent of everybody. They came lwre and 
they wrot{' a report. They did not mind 
whether it pleased or offended anylcody. and 
anyone who peruses that report can see that 
it was written fearlessly of en•rybody. They 
say on page 143, under the heading· o.f "}lous
ing''-

' \\Fhile in fairness it n1ust be ~aid that on 
nF ny place.__; the acconu11odaUon and food are 
all that can be desired, it is true that in cer
t, in cases. in some dif.trict~. n1ore than in 
nthers, a deplorable want of proper accommo
dation i evident. Thi~ dependence on single 
rnen is one of the 1nost undesirable fe:'.turcs 
ol Australian country life. 

"All 8ort'~ of frivolous reasons are given: 
"cannot =:et 1narried 1nen," "don't like cl1il
dren about tl18 place." "no n1eans of getting 
Pducation for the children," "1nen don't want 
to get 1narried, till they go on their own," 
ann so on. 

"Station- en1ploying r~ n1any ns tl1irty or 
forty 1nen have no cottages; smne have a 
few ; the highest proportion found was ten 
n1arried men to sixteen single, which was on 
n place in South Australia, rightly considered 
a model. Another objectionable phase is the 

demand for m.arried couples without childre~1, 
~·o that the wife n1ay be aYailr:.ble f ?r v;ork. 
Surely this housing question demands the 
earnest attention of tho ;e in authority. The 
CumL:mr .. c :tlth needs people to defend it, and 

can a hardy race, < ,tpablr of defending 
better r::tisE,] than on tte farrns c:.nd 

,,+' the C'1U~1tPt? C--rtainly they can
not be lmporte\1 a;; go Oct." 

There i,, t.hc slightest doubt in 1ny n1ind 
that th·,re a good deal in i-h0 re111a.rks of 
tbe Scottish _lgrlcult.ural CorLinissioners. ~1.s 
UP ..._': .... ustralian natiT;(' , lf I l::now very well 
ihat the conditions in la .. ·go incL_ur.TiCF, 
·,uch as the oastoYal industrY gnd the sugar 
indn try_ arc- s:.1eh tln.t. 
ac.eptab1" 'Th 'Y arc 
as the ha.yo ~JO ( can 
li .. ;c in. a tent. 

1\Ir. MULL ·s: And they liYe cheaper. That 
1c their object. 

~h. P c\ YNE: There 1s "o doubt that that 
the rea ~,on to a extent \Vhy the 

nwn t-hP oYer the 1nar· 
11lCJL think that it is tinw that rncn 

Yi·ho clain1 to haYC a tjttle of states;_nanship 
about. thc-1n at aH Rhon~d 1·ecognise that the 
time has arr.iYed--a.nd gone past-~o ta.ko 
son18 notice of the rc1na rks of the Scott1sh 
Arrricu!hn1 1 Their ron1arks 
m~;ot· appf a: Y\ihat better 
e1u$S you !Yet country than 
tiL' L h:.n:n '; itLing- on 

is hic·hlv 
·,spar :s if ~~n(y 

pretend th ·tt 
tlH v art> brin'!in:?; 

here. ~\'' "' matter of fact, those 
ar:-, not h 'H' h·,·::nt.~·-four hours 

!:;pfore the:· are oy _- r the borders to thP 
other Si atC'~. rrhe c 0' crnn1CJJt ignOl'O the 
nwst nat uraL practica.I, and sciPi!tiiic \\ ay ,of 
Jllli:1g thi' coHntr:-- for the of Cle-
fpncc, r.u~d t.hLlt is bY ~ ::-UJing '\·ho 
a~f" nhet.1,dy here rq)on the land, ::o ncy 
.na~· hr•·e honl(-:;: of their O\-Vll, rear 

hcaH·.hr families. '\V:ith due 
to the inllnlgra11ts ''Tho CJrt1C here 

I coEsidPr there would be a 
ire to prated·. this country in the 

iho rworJ! · born aEd r-Jarod hor.o 
than Yon could (_Te~ anv'.-. hcrt) c]E:'.'. Yet th1s 
Gove1:nmont ha~c doDo nothing a.t all in 
thai· direction. I trnst that m.'c remarks, if 
t-.hey \YiJl not do anyt.hin~ else, ,~-111 draw the 
attcnt ion of the Gove;-nment to 1 he rcpoTt of 
the Seottish _.A.e;ricu 1tura1 Comn1issioners. 
T!wy wcj_'e w1 indeDcnde!l~, l1orlv of mf'n, and 
rl1cl not ·~, tite thei1: n'!)OL. to f)l, a~ C' anyone, 
t~nd it v1 ill be -.,ortfl th0 y· of the Govern-
Jl1"'Ylt to t"l.kc- notice 0p ~-1'<!T Rnid. Souw-
thing has lv- '11 said about the UoYo/nlrlPilt ex" 
c:·ed'l:n:;· t.hf' Yoto for i:-r:rnigl'a.tion. .J: do not 
like reneating what othi'\ . have- sa1d, but I 
heard it volled out in a defiant kind of way 
from th~ GoYernmcmt side of the B,ouse 
'vhcn this \Vas ntontioned, " Y f'',, we have 
exceeded the yotc. doubl.'' excE'cded the v.ote, 
and don't vou think '"" have done the rtght 
thing?" If the GovernnY nt :vere. entitled 
to exceed the Yote on the JlTill1Jgratwn ques
tion -wh\- could they not exceed it on any 
othc'r question? We haYe ah;•ays been told 
thnt this Hou>e is the boH, as 1t were, of the 
purse strings of tho people, but when we have 
a Go.-ernment that has been yoted £50,00p 
for a certain purpose-for bringing out.imnll
grants-exceeding th0t vote by twJCe as 
Inuch--£119,000 thcv spent altogether-whore 
is the logical argument to say that they are 

_'tfr. Payne.] 
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correct in exceeding that vote to that 
amount? It is a lame excuse to sa.y that they 
are bringing the people out here for pur
poses of defence. It is a >erious thing, to 
my mind, to exceed a vote by such an 
amount and then to say that they were jus
tified in doing it. Then they will tell you 
that this House is the boss, as it were, of 
the purse of the taxpayers of the State. 
The logical conclusion I come to is that if 
it is right fm· the Government to use more 
than twice the amount of money voted for 
immigration, they would be equally right 
in using double the amount voted for any 
other purpose. 

An OPPOSITION ME},!BER: Where is it going 
to end, anyhow? 

Mr. PAYNE: I do not know where it is 
going to end. I have expressed mv opinion; 
and I am not going to say any more on the 
subject of immigration just now. VVit,J1 re
spect to railways, I find from the Financial 
Statement that our railways, as usual, have 
contributed considerablv towards the revenue. 
But while I suppose that is a pleasing fea
ture to everybody, I say that the Govern
ment, with all their boastings, are not yet 
paying the men responsible for· the running 
of those railways a living wage. What I 
would call a living wage is a wage on which 
a man can keep a wife in honest comfort, 
and rear a family. Suppose a man who 
has a wife and four children g-ets Ss. a day, 
or £2 8s. a week. Say the wife is economical 
-which she must be to provide meals for 
tho family at 4d. a head-she ma:~ manage 
so that the cost of living will be only 2s. 
a m' a! for the family of six. ·with three 
meals a day, and nothing in between-no 
fruit-that would be 6s. a day or £2 2s. a 
week. That would leave 6s~ a week for 
house rent, 'vood, and so on, to sa;r nothing 
about clothes at all. \Ye know they cannot 
do it. Every man, if he likes to be honest, 
will admit that un]e,,·, tho wife earns money 
by sewing or rearing· poultry or in sotne other 
way, it is not possible to rear a family on 
the amount of monev the husband is re
ceiving from the Railway Department. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I thought 
you were arguing just now that the cradles 
in Queensland were empty. Now you are 
arguing that there a1·e big families. 

Mr. PAYNE: I am not a.rguing about 
cradles being empty; I say this Government. 
has given no encouragement to fill the 
cradles, and sensible people can account for 
the falling off in the birth rate-the arti
ficial means, and that kind of thing; and 
you can hardly blame a woman for not 
bringing children into the world when she 
cannot see her way clear to give them 
honest comfort-when she can see nothing 
but starvation for them. If the Govern
ment were honest in desiring to build 
up a Defence F'orce for this country, they 
would build it up by means of the native
born, and do everything to assist them. 

OPPOSITION :MEMBERS: Hear, hear t 

Mr. PAYNE: I spoke just now about 
what could be done on Ss. a day; but where 
do the men with only 6s. a day come in? 
I dare say there is such a thing as running 
a Government department on busine'·S lines : 
but the whole thing wants going into in 
an honest way; and tho least thing that 
should be done in regard to our railway 

[11fr. Payn<. 

servants is to give them a living wage. I 
notice there is something in reference to 
railways completed and railways in _course· 
of construction · and among them 1s th& 
Great Western' Railway. Section A, from 
Walia!. In this connection I will not lo~e 
an opportunity of repeating what I have sm_d 
several times already-namel:y:, t~at . th~s
railway from Walla! in the d1rect10n mdl
cated 'is going to be disastro'!s; and even 
at this late hour the matter IS worth con
sidering bv the Government. They should 
not allow themelves to be pulled either way, 
but deal with the matter on its merits 
\Vith regard to Section B, I have been ad
vocatin a- that line to start from Longreach. 
Some ;eople will say it is political wire
pulling; but though in going from Long~ 
reach it might run through my electorate, 
it is a peculiar coincidence that I have· 
gained very little political kudos for advo· 
eating this line. In 1905, the year I was 
returned to this Chamber, Mr. Morgan, now 
Sir Arthur Morgan, introduced the sect~on 
from Longre.ach to Stoneheng·e, 88 miles 
some chains. The Longreach people, m 
their blindness o1· narrowness, did not want 
the line to leave Longreach-as is generally 
the case where there is a township at the 
terminus of a railway. The tradespeople 
naturally think that the line moving on will 
deprive them of some busmess. I told Sn· 
Arthur ::\1organ then that that was the 
proper line to build. I was. aske<;J my 
honest opinion bv some of mv friends m the 
House: and I told them it \~as not possible 
to build a section of rail way through a better 
portion of Queensland than from Longrcach 
to Stonehenge. 

The SECHETARY FOR PuBLIC IKSTR1.'0TION: 
Did not Longreach refuse it at the time? 

::Wr. PAY=--rE: There may have been 
people in business in Longreach who did 
so; but the people in the whole of the sm'· 
roundino· district were clamormg for the 
line. Bv mv advocacy of this I may be 
making ·sam~ political enemies: but when 
it is a question of a big exl:'enditure of the 
people's money, I say that 1£ a man allows 
himself to be pulled one way or the other 
by anybody he has very httlo backbone. 
State railv.-ays hase always been n1ade a 
non-party question by th,, members of the 
Labour party. 'I'hev recogmsc that on such a mattel: everv man should be at 

[8.30 p.m.] liberty to exercise hi~ _common 
sense. I hold the opm10n that 

eYen at this late hour it would pay the Go· 
vcrnment very well indeed, before going _on 
with cith-·r the \Valla!~ Tobermory extenswn 
or th<e Blaclmll extension, to let the engineer~ 
ing experts in the Railway Department 
decide which are the best routes to follow, 
and treat them both on their merits. If 
that were done I am quite ~,atisfied ,vhich 
routes \'i•Juld be' chosen. Tho Longreach con
nection is some 18 miles nearer than the 
Blackall connection, and it runs through 
better country, and, according to _engineering 
experts, it would cost £1,000 a nule less _than 
the Blackall line. I know that there IS an 
agitation going on at the present time in 
r0ference to this line, but that ag1tabon has 
not moved me in the least. Every hon. 
member knows that ever since the question 
came up I ha.-e advocated the connection 
from Longreach, and I moved an amendment 
last session substituting Longreach for Black· 
all. I have no axe to grind in the matter. 
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It is a matter of indifference to me, from 
the personal point of view, which route is 
chosen. I may gain a little political kudos 
in some quarters a little lower down, hut I 
am satisfied that in Longreach I shall lose 
by it; but I repeat that the man who has 
not sufficient backbone to stand up for what 
he knows is the proper thing, and who will 
allow himself to be pulled by anybody in 
reference to the construction of a railway, 
is not fit to be a member of this Chamber. 
The extension from \Valia! to Tobermory is 
like a dog's hind leg, and no statesman can 
ever lick a railway like that into shape. 
Before the Government go too far, they 
should get an honest opinion from their 
experts, and, if that is done, I am satisfied 
the present route will not be adhered to. 
I am satisfied that both that route and the 
Blackall route would be wiped clean out 
if they were left to experts to be dealt with 
on their merits. Everyone knows the way 
in which these lines were brought before 
this Chamber. Every hon. member knows 
that the onlv information we had on the 
subject was the report of Mr. Amos. Mr. 
Amos may be a very clever man, but his 
report was based on a flying trip that he 
took in a n1otor-car, and the motor-car 
never touched the line at all. It simply ran 
from Charleville straight out to "~davale. If 
Mr. Amos had recommended that the line 
should be built over the route taken bv him 
in the motor-car, he would have d01;C the 
right thing. \Ve had no plan, section, or 
book of reference in connection with anv of 
these lines. It should be above pv.rty when 
vou have to deal with the expenditure of 
between £9,000,000 and £10,000,000. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It was not 
a party question. 

J\lr. P A YI'\E: The ho,;. gentleman can 
tell that to someone who was not here last 
session. I am not going to argue the ques· 
tion with him. I am satisfied about its 
being a pP rty question, and I am satisfied 
that the whole svstem on which those lines 
·were brought in vhore vyas rotten. 

The PREMIER: \\'hat? 

::Yir. P A Y::'-JE: It was rotten-rotten to 
the core. \Ve had no plans, no sections, and 
no books of reference, and, taking into ac
count tho an1onnt of 1noney involved, the 
least that this House cou)d have dono was 
to soc that that money was expended in 
the right direction. 

Mr. LESINA: What is the right direction? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: From Long
reach to J undah, of course. 

Mr. PAYNE: That is my opinion, and 
from Charleville to \Vindorah Crossing. I 
am satisfied that, if it were left to the 
experts of the Railway Department, and 
they were not hampered in any way, that 
would be their verdict also. Experts h·om 
the Lands Department should be sent to 
decide which is the best route so far ·as the 
lands arc concerned, and the railway experts 
should also bC' allowed to give an honest 
opinion. If they decided that the routes 
adopted are the best, I might not be con
vinced, but at all events I would be more 
satisfied than I am at the present time. 
Considering the enormous amount of money 
involved and the insufficient informatio" 
VYith 'Yhich hG'.1. n1c::Tlbcrs were supplied, it 

is the dutv of the Government, before going 
one inch further, to make a full investiga
tion. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It is to-day's 
Longreach telegram that is moving you in 
this matter. 

Mr. PAYNE: I hardly think that is fair 
criticism. I told the hon. gentleman that I 
had got that telegram, and I made no secret 
about it, and how the hon. gentleman C'an 
say that that telegram has moved me in this 
mattPr is beyond my comprehensiOn. Every 
hon. member knows the stand I have always 
taken in the matter. \Vhen I moved my 
amendment I did not ask for the support 
of a single member of the Labour party. I 
appeal to my friends of the Labour party. 
They had a right to vote one way or the 
other, and there was no pressure on n1y 
part to get them to support the amendment. 
I take the same stand now. If the Govern
mont ar8 not prepared to submit the ques
tion of the routes to their experts, then all 
I can sav is that thev arc orepared wil
fully to vifaste tho taxp.i:yors' ~oney. I wish 
to make another little quotation from the 
r: port of the Scottish Agricultural Commis
Pionc-r,:J in regard to closer settlement. They 
i'"'pressed LG as an indeiJcmdent body of men 
\,hose opinion y, a·, well worth taking notice of. 
The GoYernment have told us that they have 
been doing a great deal in reference to 
closer settlement. To be honest, I suppose 
they haYe done something, but they could 
ha:'e done a great deal more, and, unless 
ti1P' do something to clip the wings of the 
'!,E'ntleman they have in the Survey Dep":rt
ment, he is going to interfere greatly With 
closer settlenmt. The hon. member for Gre
gory has also r·aisod this question. 

~Ir. O'SULLIVAN: Is that the Surveyor
General? 

~[r. PAYNE,: Yes. I do not want to kBBp 
on repeating a matter, but there was a case 
in mv own electorate which illustrates what 
I say"_a c_(lse so glaring that even squatters 
talked about it. A selection was thrown open 
on the resumed portion of Evesham. _Accord
in~ to the original survey, the s,elecbon em
br;ced a water frontage. A man applied for 
it and was lucky enough to draw It, but 
when he came to pay for the improvements 
he discovered that there had been a, severance 
made and that the whole of the water had 
been 'cut off from the selection. The result 
was that he came down to Brisbane, and 
threw up the selection. 

1Ir. MANX: \Vhat did they do to George 
Kerr? 

Mr. PAYNE: I do not know what they 
did to Geor~e Kerr, but I know what hap
pened in m; own electorate i~ a part. of the 
countrv that I am weli acquamted wrth. I 
think 'it is time that the Government ma_de 
some serious inquiry into the matter .. I notrce 
that the Scottish Agrjculturnl Conln:Issw_n,_ at 
f' ,ge 144 of their report. express therr opmron 
about land .s~"ttlen1ent. They say-

" l\o doubt those \',·ho have adopted the 
p0ticy oi' a ~raduated L•nd ta:::: }{D'JVl :veil \\"hat 
they are doin:::;-. :VIuc11 c2n be: said f0r a 
n::ttion 0f ::;.·rr.:.ll landholdPrs. J\1ucll can be 
pJc:n said f:)"!"' a p0liry which preYentc:: _free
hold in the hands of any private indivrdual 
whatever." 

A statement like that, coming from such 
gentlemen, is worth quoting. At any rc:-r:&, 
I he,pe that when the Government are makmg 

Mr. 1' ayne.], 
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resumptions they will get a fair deal. I know 
that tho Act states that they shall get a fair 
deal. I do not think thev should o·et the 
best land in a holding. vYhilc I do ';ot be
lieve in large holdings, I think that where a 
rnan has don hac·d pionC'L'iQ_g work and 
opened up country, it would not be a fair 
thing to take all the best land from him 
when making a resumption. But the trouble 
is that in their resumptions the Government 
take the most inferior land. 

Mr. BOOKER: Not always. 

Mr. P A YN~: I_ do not say they ah1 ays 
take the most mfenor land, but I Imo.w from 
observation that they often resume land in an 
ill-shape, with, per haps, 1 mile of water front
age and 8 miles deep, instead of making the 
resumption rn a way 1Yhich will be f')DYenient 
for settlers. lily complaint is not altogether 
that the Government take the •.•·o.rst land, 
but rather that the design of the land resumed 
is unsuitable. They often take a long narrow 
block, as they did in the ca~.· of Evesham, 
:'·here the laJ?.d resumed is 8 miles long, and 
lias only 2 nulos wateY frontage. That is not 
!h<; way to resume land and settle people on 
It m such a way that they may become pros
perous. The Government .ay a great deal 
about the wonderful nastoral industrv and 
about its being the greatest industry vi,; haYo 
in Queensland. I suppose that from a revenue 
point of view it is our biggest industry, anrl 
I suppose also that the Goyornment would 
not be at all surprised if I told them that 
they arc do.ing more at the present time to 
harass that industry than any previous Go
Yernment ha.ve eYer done--that is, in conn· c
tion with tho administration of the Water 
Conservation Act. I know that th<e Treasurer 
thinks I exaggerate this matter. I have no 
desire to misrepresent it in anv wav but I 
("ay tbat unless the Government. in11~1~·diatelv 
bring about some alteratio.n in the re<;ulation's 
u:'der that Act ~o that settler., may n~ake pro
VIsion for dry tnnes, the position '"-·ill b,·~ verv 
serious. Imagine a man in n1v electorat~' 
whether he be a small selectot: or a h"rg~ 
leaseholder, having to make appJicati~n 
months before he- can g.et his bore put down. 
And then those putting down bores have to 
use a narticular kind of casing. I belin'e the 
difficulty in that matter has been got over, 
hu~ 0"'-.ren now three kjnds of ca,Jing are rc
qmred. so that a man must be a little bit of 
a millionaire if he 1vishes to nut clown an 
artcsia.n bore. ~ 

The TREASURER : Y o.u will be pleased to 
hear that everything IS working most 
smoothly. 

Mr. PAYNE: I am glad to hf ar that. I 
do not wish to say anythin!! offensive, but I 
must say that the han. gentleman passed the 
same remark before, and when I made inouirv 
afterwards I found that cverythin!! was~ n,;t 
working smoothly. · 

The TREASURER: You gave me some cases 
which on examination wel'e found to be 
myths. 

Mr. PAYNE: The only objection in those 
cases was that the men had no legal standing 
because they had not got their leases. But 
any practical man would see that it was not 
a question of whether thev had got their 
leases or not-:-it was a que'3tion of putting 
down an artesian bore in preparation for a 
dro; time. It w~s well known that they wcr·e 
r-om'5 to gE't th3Ir leasps later on. \Vhv. thPn. 
should the Treasurer, who is a practi0ctl busi. 

fi11r. Payne. 

ness man, say that because they had not got 
their leases they should not be permitted to 
sink for water? Unless a man puts clown an 
artesian bore when he has an opportunity of 
securing the plant, it may he twelve n1onths 
before he gets another opportunity of putting 
dov.-n a bore for the boring' plants are not 
t~mbling ov0~' one a?ot]-,~1.· jn that pa:z:t of ~h~ 
State. Another thmg to be bmne m mmu 
is that there may be natural surface water 
in thB vicinity of a place where a man wishes 
to put down a bore at the partwular hme 
that he makes application for perm1sswn to 
sink for water, a.nd two or three months u,fter
ward:s that water may be gone. All these 
matters ought to be taken into consideration 
bv the department. vVith all due respect to 
the TrBasurer, I say that theoretical know
ledge in this kind of thing is no good a;, all. 
\Vhat -rou want IS a practical man, An 
ounce ~f practical knowle:lge is worth a ton 
of theory." A theoretical man may feel that 
he is doing right in pursuing a cert~in course, 
and at the same time he may be domg a very 
v:rong thing. I lH?pe t~at tho H~n1. tl~e 
TreaFurpr is correct 1n ;-;_tyln:; tha! Hnng~~ a.ro 
V\'orking srnoothlv no,:·, but I had sc'veral 
eo1nplaints after l;c n1ade ?. si_ailar state1nent 
on a Dl'eYious occafion. 
Th~ TREASURER I am afra.id you will not be 

con\ inced. 

i\Ir. PAYNE: Well, I hope tho hon. 
.<.Tentloman is correct. Sornething has been 
~aid in the course of this debate a~out the 
dairying industry. The Scottish Agncultur .. l 
Co1nrnitision say someih111g on that su~J e~!· 
and thou;.;·h they speak about _.t\._~st .. ra11a 
gcnPrally, their ren1arks \vill apply to (~w:Jens
bnd. Therefore, as I Lwo already quoted 
their report on other matte s. I m;':\; as w<:ll 
read ,,Thllt they ha"\ ~ to say abcut da1r;n~1g In 
Australia-

" One of the n1ost ~~orrowful sights to ?e seen 
in the Con1monwec-tlth to-day i, the e1_ght or 
ten vear old child of a thriYing danyn1an 
n1ilkfng cows n1orning and night, anp spend
all hi-:: ~pare hours slaving ab;Jut t~ .. 0. fan_n. 
A ca ~e like that is not C'omnwn, ~n1t 1t 1s still 
too often Inet with. If scl10ol!ng rnust be 
attPndtd to, church-going ought not to be 
neglected." 
\Yhilo some people may not think vf'ry much 
of that, I think even those fc w words from 
this independent body of mcu should be taken 
into consideration. The hoil. member f<?r 
Clermont has brought np some very pathetiC 
cases, and I thought he wac gomg to tho 
extrorne, but since reading this report I am 
quite satisfied that cvecy \Yard the hen. mem
ber said in this direction is abt:olutely true. 
\\'hen we find that in a prosperous-we are 
always blowing about our prosperity ~nd 
wealth, and I haYe no hesitation In sayrng 
tlmt Queensland is the best :-;tate of +he whole 
bunch. properly managed. I v:rll conclude my 
ren1arks bv saYino- to thC' Government. that 
the matte'r that~ was brou,;·ht up in t,his 
Chamber by the hon. member for Cl':'rmont 
ln referf'nc0 to those children \vorlnnp; rn 
dairies wants looking into. If they find out 
that thoro arc such na.thctic case3 as children 
fallin!l· to sleep wh-en going to school,. as 
described by the hon. member some h'!'e 
ago, they should make such a state of affairs 
impossible. 

The SECRETARY l<'OR RAILWAYS: 
The hon. member for 1\Iitchell, as a rule, is 
very interesting. I listened very patiently 
tc the hon. member this evening, but he did 
not come up to his reputation. He was a 
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•regular Jeremiah, and he be" aii• d the con
dition ~of Queensland, I was goiug to say 
fron1 '· Dan to Bee.rshuba." 

.0\lr. p_,YNE: They were facts. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
'Yhen he sLates the\T a.1·o facts and it is a 
boorn and not prOS!)e'rit:y, lw is ·sta~ing son1c
thing which is not in 'i"ith facts. 
Tho State, as a "\Vhole, ~o going through a 
period of great prosperity. Tho hon. lllen1bcr 
also stated that in pl:_c.:cs in the ~)tute shce:~J 
v~~_:_o dying by the thoLh..lnds. 

1\[r. PAYXE: That is so. 

The SECRETARY :E'OR RAILW~-'I.YS: 
I accept the hon. members statement, but 
L' ,a use in a Stat' that c•JmprisPs 670,000 
squo,1e nnles of country a porhon of it, 
ho\\:over r~ch, is not blc.~~ed wi~h a Yery 
cop1ou- rmnfdl. a11d that p:J.rti.Jn is losiiJg 
StJ1110 sheep) that is no r ~nse IOJ' ala,·nL \\hy. 
i~ is almc -t the nonnal ClJlt~ition, and one 
cannot shut one's eves to fact that tho~-J 
is scarcely a year im·'· ::s \-r~w~- in sonw 
part of the State the~·o is ;;ot._ s~flicicnt gra~-·3 
&.nd ·vvat~r for tho ~--.ode (.nat F df'puJ u.n~d 
there. 

1\Jr. PAYXE: That i.o not cc)lred. I have 
S8( n yeArs \Vhen there has bCC:.,ll ::-'.lO scarcity. 

The SECRETARY FOR R.c\.IL\YAY:O: 
ThP hon. 1uen1ber kno"'"";:; -~;h::...t 1 an1 .~Ltting 
]s perfectly corect: that in parts of t:w btcl-tP. 
unfortuna.t~ly for (Jw>-.n·-L~.nd o,nd for tho~0 
people liYing in that po tion of the State, 
1.! 1 uly oyery ,:car tho condihcn of the cliJna:-2. 
js such that son1o diu hov,'C'{er 1nuch 
the O\;VlL nw.y v, to keep thc:m ali ... ,7 c; 
Lut that not proYc th" t we ctrc on th 
vergu of exc~odingly lv, d tin1c fJ.--,h0 hon. 
rnd:nber said v. e w;,;r~ on the Y"~ry y, rge of 
a bad tin1e in QuecnslaD('. 

:\lr. PAYNE: That is so. 

Tho SECRETARY FOr R~i.ILIYAYS: 
All I can say is that I join with tho hon. 
n1ombe ... ' in ·wishing that '.>c shall rcc\ iY\" such 
a fall of rain that th~ bad time the hon. 
member expects will not co1no about. 

Mr. PAYXE: I hope so, too. 

Tho :SECRETARY FOR RAILY\~\YS: 
1 express that wish. 

Mr. FERRICKS: Depending- on Nature. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR RAIL\Y.\YS: 
Not depending on Nature, but in the interests 
of all persons in the :-lta te. With respect to 
depending on Nature, surely tho hon. member 
who interjects kno·,,·s perfectly well that those 
depending on the pri1nary industries are de
pending on Nature to a very great extent. 

Mr. FERRICKS: We overcome that by irri
gation. 

Tho SECHETARY FOR RAIL\YAYS: 
TllG hem. member has stated something that 
I knew whon tho hon. ITietnber was a little 
bo:· going to school. The hon. member repre
sents a district ;d1ich is fortunate in having 
an undf'rground sea of v.atcr, and although 
they have practically a dr.r climate for a 

.sugar district, they are able, under very 
f'f'Onon1ical conditions, to nroduce from under 
the soil the v~ater that is- nocr,<-sary to grow 
the crops. 

:\lr. FERRICKS: \Ye want vou to conserve 
ihe water that isn't under the-soiL 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL \VA YS: 
The question of con,,orYatiJn of wate_r iu a 
large country such as Quconsla.nd, _ vnth tho 
population \V!J have at th~ prcs~nt tune, rnust 
be VOTY can:+:.1llv considered. TL·~ hon. n.:.crn
btr will g-ive 1118 crodit V\1ith haYing, £0.:. quite 
ct nu:nL -.!_. of t2~k(~n a. gr<- a.t interest 
ia this 1natt(-·r. ~-,-e ~nay take an 
intDrcst in ~l.tch nu:tttcrs ::-~E tho cons .:.rvab•)n 
of y, :tter, tlw tin1e, perhaps, has not cnrived 
when WL' can ec Jnomic'lllv do th"t. At the 
prrs:nt tin1P the Treasurer~ has quite a. lJunlbt i' 

of surTevors out \vho arc en;;a.P"-d 0~1 that 
YL'l'.J' \VOJ~k-that is, the lnf'a~nrin;- of ,sh~E-a~s 
and the \vat- rs!-, -ds of those stre.-:..ms to;·ough-
0Ut the 8t<1tc. Ho\- ..__YC'l', that is a qup.-,tion 
nbout vvhich the Trc-:surcr kno\·L~ n1o2.e than 
I, as it i~ in his deuar~.rnont. That is the 
Jhst sten, r"nd I th_juk o\·cn th8 La.bour 
party, ill connection with the question of 
-..~·:.Jer con se-re at.! on, Ltnst go step by st0p. 

An J-Jo?-ro::RA ~u~ :;\1_--::::::n:BE_._ : 1: .... ou are taking 
2-inch steps. 

::\lr. O'Sl-T~LIYA)f: \'u;.t .vart~ rJrodding along. 

The SECRETARY FOR R"UL \L\ YS: 
I \\U..S unde·· the :irupre·-si-''D tlJ<:,t with respect 
to the deprl t.1nent th'it I h,~ o tho l)onour 
to ncln1i:nister. \Yhcro it is a que~Lion of spend-
ing loan rnoney purpose of construct-
ll1r:;· raihYa: :1, i Y.antc•l holding back, 
a.nd :·hat nv steps, ::-ad o£ 1 ( :ng 2-inch 

\Yerc "r'1ther steps i J,kt:n -vvith soven-
a:~'utvl boots-taken \Vith yc-n-lcagr: xl boots 

in tho in tuests o' Queensland 
[9 p.m.] a]:;c,olutelv. The hon. member for 

:'.litchell.had 11 gor d dcul of fault 
to :fi::Jd becau~c the Yote for la;.~ vca:c was 
Px.ceed-:d, n2ore patti:...,ubrly in rcf~rcnce to 
im.rnigration, hut the toh.] YOt" was excgedcd. 

~lr_ P.'..YNE: I did not ,- ·1y aEything about 
t.he tot-=tl vote. 

The SECl.ET i.RY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Thr_• hon. mernber said the- im.rnigration vote 
'\ a.s exceeded, and if th-P i1~unigTat.ion vote 
was ex{ eeded, vvhy not eycr·y other vote? 
\Yith tlvJ excention of t\\TO Yotcs in two of the 
d 'partnlCn-v~ e~Tcry vute was exceeded. 

:Thlr. PAYNE: ?\ot to the same extent. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Not to the same extent! vVhy, I exceeded 
tho money voted by Parliament. for my de
partment by £24,000 aboYc tho excess in tho 
Cl1iPf Secretary's DepaYbnent. 

1\Ir. J. :\I. Hur<:TER: You spent a lot of 
raven ue as \veiL 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWj.YS: 
I am speaking of revenue. With respect to 
the administration of departments, as the 
vear goes on, if it is a prosperous year, all 
;nembers of thn House and the taxpayers of 
the country demand an increased expendi
ture; and where we have other people comin15 
into the country and more prosperous condi
tions the Government is compelled to spend 
an in:creased sum in the administration of the 
departments that are under their care. Ta~e 
the Railway Dcp~trtment. Last year a certam 
sum of money, which I thought was suffiment 
to carry on the work of the department for 
the twelve months, I found was not sufficient 
by £81,000. Bnt why did I find it necessary 
to spend £81 000 more than the vote? It was 
for the reaso1; that the traffic had so increased. 
\Yn were obliged to spend £81,000 more than 
was voted in orJer to earn £156,000 more than 
what we estimated we should earn. So that 
the argument of the hon. member that votes 

Han. W. T. Paget.] 
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should not be increased when the business of 
the country is being carried on is absolutely 
fallacious. He knows perfectly well that 
every year-it doe, not matter whether the 
votes of certain departments are not spent--
whatever Government may be in power, that 
Governn1ent has to come down next session 
with the Supplementary Estimates for the 
money spent during the year in excess of the 
money voted. 

Mr. PAYNE : But not to the same extent 
that you exceeded the immigration vote. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The immigration vote was £50,000, and we 
spent £119,000, and I think the ·extra £69,000 
was spent in the interests of this State. 

OPPOSITION ::\lEMBERS: Question ! 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
It is quite reasonable that hon. members 
opposite should question what I sav. ·when 
I sat over there I frequently quBstionBcl what 
was said on this side of the House. 

Mr. O'SULLIYAN: Quite sincerel.)l? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILIVAYS: 
Quite sincerely, and I give the han. member 
for Kennedy the kudos of believing that he is 
:-incere in differing- from Til€ on this qu0stion. 
He does not believe that it is a good thing to 
bring people to this country in the way' we 
are bringing them now, but I believe it is 
a good thing to ask those in the countrv from 
which some of us came to come here and share 
the prosperity which \VB are no\Y enjoying. 

Mr. CoYNE: Do you believe that exceeding 
the vote to that extent is a good principle? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\YAYS: 
Talking of it as a good principle, I do not 
think myself that it is always wise for people 
when they are running a business-whether 
it is the administration of a Government de
partment or a businE:'''S of their O"\Yn-to Yerv 
greatly exceed the sum of money that they 
expect to spend; but under certain conditions 
it is an exoecdingly wise thinrr to do that and 
these people were offering to"' come here: At 
the present time the Chief Secretary is receiv
ing nominations fro1n our own pe~pk in this 
State for friends in the old countrv to the 
extent of 700 a month. Surelv that is the 
best class of immigration that w~ can Ret from 
over seas! ·when people who come here are 
prepared to send home to their friends, and 
tell them to come out and shan• their condi
tions here, surely that is the bf·st class of 
immigration that 'we can get, and I think the 
Chief Secretary would be wrong in refusing to 
rBceive these nominations. 

Mr. J. J\1. HUNTER: Do you think the end 
justifies the means? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I do not know whether the hon. gentleman 
thinks that I belong to the r•rder of Jesuits 
or not, but I am not at all certain that at 
times the end does not justify the means, 
especially when that end is· the means of 
bringing the friends of people to this countrv 
who otherwise would not get here. I would 
point out that although the vote was exceeded 
by £69,000, some £28,000 or £29,000 of it was 
paid for nomination fees, so really the money 
actually spent on immigration by the State 
was something under £100,000. The han. 
gentleman had it great deal to say about the 
Great Western line. and I interjected in a 
friendly way that probably a certain telegram 

[Han. TV. T. Par;et. 

that had come down from Longreach to-day 
had reminded him that he should say some
thing about this matter-that is, the Long
reach to Jundah cxtension. 

Mr. PAYNE: N a thing of the sort If I had 
never got that telegram I should have said 
just as much. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I will take the hon. member's wo.rd; there 
is no reason why he should not say it. I had· 
a telegram from Longreach to-clay in the 
same words as the one which came to the han. 
member. 

Mr. PAYNE: I showed you mine. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I would like to point out to. the han. member 
who is now proposing that the routes of cer
tain railwav c·xtcnsions should be alter-ed, that 
it was Parliament which approved of the 
routc of the railway last year-it was a 
majo,rity of members of this House wh;ch not 
only approved of the Bill I brought m con
taining full particulars, but authonsed the 
expenditure of tho money on that ra1lway. 

Mr. PAYNE: Did you give them the full 
particulars? 

The SECRI,:TARY FOR. RAILWAYS: 
Yes· absolutely. I fail to see how the han. 
meU::ber can say that the Bill for the Great 
'Western Railway was not brought before the 
IIa,uso in an honest manner. 

Jl.lr. PAYNE: It wa-s not. 

The SECRETARY FOR. RAILI\'AYS: 
The han. member repeats his charge. that I 
brought a Bill in for a railway i";l a d1shonest 
manner. I sa.y he is absolutely mcorrect. 

i\lr. P.-l.YXE: ?\a; I did not say dishonest. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The fullc;.t information was given that lay Ill 
our power. \Ye do not pretcnd Ill our depart
ment to be in po,ssesswn of all the facts relat
ing to eYery square mile a;f country 1n 
Queensland. 

:\Ir. J. :\I. Hc'};TER: You did not give your 
survevors a chance. 
Th~ SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 

\Vc ga.Y€ then1 all the particulars 've could. 

Mr. J. ::u. HuxTER: They went m'er the 
country in ~t motor-car. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
\Vhat does it m:tUN about a moto,r-car? I-Ion. 
members are trying ta dra:v me off the tracl~. 
What I want to point out 1s that the propo~l
tion was brought before the House by me m 
the hope that it \voulcl serve the best mterests 
of Queensland. 

Mr. l'AYxE: It is not going to do it. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Time will nrove that \Vha"t I say is correct, 
and probably that what the han. gentleman 
savs is i!lcorrc~t. \Yith respect to the debate 
that has been proceeding in the last few days 
<Jn the Financi:cl Statement, 1t was gmte 
l)leasing to n1c to hear so nHtr;tY cncomrun1s. 
l)assed on tho Budget Speech mtroduccd by 
n1y colleague, the Treasurer. It 1s not for me 
in any shape or form to '' pamt the hly or 
gild the refined gold.'' 

Mr .• J. M. HuxTER; \Yhy all this defence 
from the front Treasury bench? 

The SECRETARY FOR Pc'BLIC I:-;sTRCCTION:' 
No, it is not defence. 
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The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
have something to say about the department 
which .I am the head of, and when the hon. 
member for Maranoa tries to make out that 
there is a great deal of defence from the 
front Treasury bench, I tell him that he is 
miotaken. The reason I am speaking 1s nt>t 
to reply to any attack, for cM:;ainiy no 
attack has been made, but to give hon 
members opposite some information that thei 
are not in possession of at the present time. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The deputy leader of the Opposition, when 
speaking in connection with the men who 
have been brought out from the old country to 
build lines in this State, made use of these 
1vords-

,, ~Ir. LENNON : If only one atom of the 
true condition of affairs had been mentioned to 
then1, and the conditions they would have to 
work under were only n1entioned to them, they 
,·.·auld never have cmne out here at all. rrhey 
haye be1 n dragged out. 

'' The PHEJ\1IER : No. 
"l\1r. LEi\NON: The;;e 111cn are being 

brought out here in such large nun1bers that 
I mn seriously apprehensiye th0.t \Ye will have 
hundreds and hundreds of our n1en, v, ho have 
been 1vorking on the~e railway lines for year~. 
thrown upon the unemployed market. 

"OPPOSITIOX :\IE.:\IBERb: Hear, he·n'! 
" :lir. LENNON: I am appreheusiye that 

that is 'vhat will happen. 'l'b·. se labourers who 
haye b{ ?n brought out and rent <:o \Valla!, 
Rockhmnpton, l\!ackay, and other place:- will 
n;can that i!l n1any ca~~t'S the local 111en, in
cluding 1nany d ·serving n1en virho haYe worked 
for yeart:l J.s lH:tY•.-ies, will be thrown out of 
e1nployn1ent.'' 

I may be pardoned for saying something 
about the manner in which these navvies 
have come out, and the conditions under 
which they were engaged in the old coun
try. 

Mr. LESINA: They have all joined the 
organisations. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
That does not matter. It has been said 
that thosp men were brought out under 
conditions of vvhich thev 'Ycre not a,,varc. 
The acting leader of the Opposition said 
that they were being dragged out. Let me 
tell him tho conditions under which these 
men c.~me out here. I hold in mv hand a 
copy of a lcircular which was issued to these 
men when they made application in Eng
land for employment in Queensland as rail
waY navvies. I have not time to read it 
through, but it has been frequently stated 
that the men were misled with respect to 
the wages they were to receiYe when they 
came to this State. 

Mr. ALLEN: Wh:v did they strike? 

Mr. THORN: The agitator makes them 
strike every time. You know that. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
point out that clause 2 says-

" The men are wanted for the very exten
~dve railway construction work which is now 
iE progress in various parts of Queensland, 
and they n1ust be prepared to go wherevE:r 
their ~ervicE ~ are required. ·on arriYal in 
queensland they will be received by the Go
vernment officials and will be conveyed to Lhe 
place at ':vhich work is available." 

That is railway construction work. Then 
clause 3 says-

" The wages will be paid in accordance \vith 
the rates current in the particular distric7. in 
which they ar'.' en1ployed, which are now as 

follows :-Southern division, from Ss. to 9.s. 
per day ; Central district, from Ss. to 9s. 6d. 
per day; Korthern district, from 9s. to lOs. 
6d. per day." 
Then paragraph 4 says-

" Althouo-h work is assured to competent 
1nen at tf.tl:>e wages stated, they will not h 
under co11tract and will have full liberty ·:r 
leave the work when they thinlt they can ..lc 
better for thelnselve·,." 

GoVERN:VENT MEoiBERS : Hear, hear ! 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS· 
What can be plainer than that? How can 
any man-I will not say any han. member 
-sav that these men have been brought ou<
hcre" under conditions of which they had n,, 
knowledge? The other paragr'.'-!Jhs in thie; 
circular simply state the cond1t10ns under 
which they are to present themselves for 
medical examination, and it goes on to say 
here in paragraph 12-

" ).J"o large outfit is necessary, nor need it 
be new; but as the voyage is from six to seven 
weeks, sufficient changes of linen should be 
taken. En1igr=tnts should take all the clothes 
they have, wnether old or new; but, if possible, 
not less than the foll0"-1:ing for the voyage and 
subsequent use:-" 

Then follows a list of useful clothing that 
they might bring along. I think that that 
is a complete answer to the assertwn that 
has been made that these men have been 
brought out here under conditions of which 
they were ignorant. 

GOVERK)JEXT ME11BERS: Hear, hear ! 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Up 
to the present we have brought out 950 of 
these navvies. I will say this, and I sao: it 
advisedlv in soite of I\ hat the acting 
leader ~i the Opposition said about these 
men displacing tho local men-I say that that 
statPn1ent is incorrect. 

?tir. LESINA: Arc they not doing so? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Absolutely not doing so. 

J\!Ir. LEsr:c;A: Only in the one case? 

The SECEETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
?\ o. If the han. gentleman will allow me I 
will gi,·e him the facts. Some four or fivEr 
months ago we had 3,000 men on rmlway 
construction \Yorks in Queensland. VV e 
brought into the country 950 navviGs. To-day 
\ve have 5,100 men at 'vork on rarhva.y con
struction works. 

GOYERN}JEKT ME:lJBERS: Hear, hear ! 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
So that tho assertion that was made that 
these men we ,,-ere bringing along were dis
placing the 11101 we have had 1vorking for us is 
incorrect. As the Minister administering 
that department I would not put up with 
that state of affairs for one minute. 

GOYERX}IEXT .YlDIBERS: Hear, hear! 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : I 
yi.:ould not for one 1ninutc allow any rnan who 
was imported here to displace any of the 
men who have been working for us in the 
Rail" ay Dcpartmeut. 

Mr. CODiE: Your colleagues acted differ
ently· in connection with tho sugar-workers. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
HIT! speaking about the Railway Deparb11ent. 

Jl.lr. .J. M. l-IUKTER: It might have hap
pened withc:tt ~~ou knowing. 

Hon. W. T. Paget.] 
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The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
dc .. jru to giYe smno inforn1ation if han. 
memLcr., will allow mo. IV e heard a great 
deal about tho strike at \Valia!, but these 
rnc-n arc quite sati8fied to go on with their 
\York; the,. arc quito satisfied with the con
ditions, and they are quite satisfied ,,;ith the 
ratG of pay. 

::\1r. CoLLl:-JS: \Yho interfere·· \vith them? 

The SECHETARY FOB. HAILW.\YS: I 
would not Jiko to sa v t.hat the hon. member 
l·or Bu:r_·kc interfereS 1Yith thcrn when he 
goes up to tho Mary V alicy. l woct!d not 
say that fo1· a single rnorncnt. \'Vhen the 
hon. gentlernan ..,lisits the raih'nty e<:unp on 
the l\1ary V alkv he goes to -~e these rncn, 
not fo_,_- the purtwse of interfering with thcn1, 
hut for tho purpose of telling tlHJill what a 
glorious thing unrest is. (Laughter.) I an1 
certain that the hun. genilernan \.ould toll 
thcrn \Yhat a glorious thiLg unrest-eapeci
ally industrial unrcJt-is. (Laughter.) Of 
course "\Ye cannot expect that every nw,?l who 
gets on board a train fron1 the stcauwr, 3nd 
is Sl·lt out to tho various plac~o--wc do not 
expect cyery one of these Illen to stay out 
there and work. That "\YOuld be expecting 
sornething that ·would be UlL cason able. 1 
·will toll hon. 1nmnbors this "\Yith res poet to 
this great s.~.,riko that \TO have hPard so n1uch 
aLou.t an101'5· the in1ported navYies ut \Vallal. 
One \YOUld think rrom tho telegrams that 
c<11ne forward and the great capital that was 
rnade out of it, thCLt there \vere ;~'nne hun
dreds of imported navvies there. Tho fir. t 
excm.,c given for this so-called strike ''a~ thnt 
we haJ clw,rgcd thosu 111011 £2 e,: d1 for their 
t 'Ills. 'What dicl l cto: I had made e ·rerv 
cfiort to so" that the Rail v~ ay Departrnen~t 
~hould have t~.~nts, flies, blankets, stretchers-all 
nccessaries-n~ad-;~ for tho rnen. if thev do
sired to purchase t.hem. If they did not 
desi1·e to purchase thc1n, there y;:;, no ne8d 
to do so. I consider that i:hc excuse was a 
very paltry one. 

::\lr. LESINA: You treated those men better 
than yo'.l t; eat Australian ua.vyies, a a rule. 

The SECLlETARY FOR HAILW.\.YS: 
Ko, I would not do that. Tho only reason 
'vhy I tried to take thcrn in hand \Yas 
becaus~) they carne her-e as strange,.s in a 
strange land-(hoar, hear !)-a!!d I appointed 
one of the xnanliest 1nen in the depari1nent, 
l.Vlr. Lewis, to look aft,,r their v.-dfaTc, and 
he is doing it exceedingly well. What is the 
fact: Tho tents cost £1 7s. 2d. each; and 
the actual cost of all the necessaries it was 
thought ad ,.j .able to get was the amount 
charged to tho men. 

An 0PPOf·lTION ME~IBER: Cutting oat the 
poor local storekeeper. 

The SECRETAHY ]'OR HAILIVAYS: 
[n the handiing of 500 or 600 or 7CO men 
in one day, it was only right that I, as hoad 
of the department, should cee that they got 
their requirements as cheaply as possible and 
without any tronble to themseh-es. \Vhat 
happened about this Walla] strike? The 
irnrnigxant navvies who were being paid 9:7o. 

a day, and expressed dissatisfaction after 
they had been talked to, demanded lOs. 

OPPOSITION MEoiBERS : \Vho talked to them? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I lea yo hon. gentlemen to consider that for 
themsel vos. 
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OPPOSITION ::\IE~IBERS: You cannot name 
cne ·,vbo did so. Thr-') ~\. .. :; -~-lio:1n \'Yo-'kti'f>' 
l's1ion did not tPll thmn. 

The SECRETARY FOR EAILWAYS: 
I a ,ked for a report as to ,vhy those 1nen 
r3t:ruck-,Yhether th<?:-.·· "\YCTO overworked
green, as it were, fro111 a long sea voyage; 
Ltnd the report I got was that the, work 
done to the tirne they downed tou1s \YUS 

worth 3s. a day. 
An OPPOSJTrm; 1\lEl..BER: Is that the sort 

of LH'n you bring out? 

'in' ooECRETAaY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Thut is th~ usual intr-lligent intr_jcct.ion o£ 
the:.· han. n1crnbcr. 

~:.l:r. LESIXA: 'tYere those nwn fully ex
tc nded? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
'_!lhe instructions I gaYe "\vhcn ~hey landed 
wu . that tlwy were not to be fully ,·xtonded, 
but v v;:ere to ~be allowed to get their hands 
hard and their 1nuscles in trin1 a.nd 1?ec~:m1e 
acclin1atised a bit before b;::ir~g requucd to 
do a fa.ir day's \1 od\:. 

1L·. LESINA~: The .Atn.tralian l:tbourer c :u}d 
run riiJgs round any of then1. lie docs 1t, 
t:oo. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
That mav be; but we like to give ot:ter 
people n. ~ sho\v SOlT~.etinws. I lH:.ard .a good 
clea1 about the largo nurnb0rs loa Ylll6 the 
ca!np-lca ,ring it in sixes and fours , and 
t ;,Yos. lf two sixes, two fours, and tYro t"\vos 
had loft the strike camp, there \Yould have 
renutined the enorn1ous nun1ber of three in 
the carnp, because there ·w?re onl~~ hvonty
se.-on altogether. It was said that ;cher() was 
a ::rcat d- 1.l of dissatisfaction a1nongst the 
rn ;~1 out-ide. 

::ur. J. M. HcNTER: The usnal lying 
Pres.~: 

Tho SECRETARY FOR RAIL W "\ YS: 
There is no lying Pross o.b5mt it. \Y ith 
regard to what io being dono tor tho navnes 
on this line and other lines, I may 8'1} that 
the Youn;;;- :C.1on's Christian A' .Jciation has 
taken nart of the "\vork fron1 our shoulders. 
f rhe d~·nartn1'"1t tried recreation tents p...,nd 
amnsemont· for the men, but we failed to 
interact them; and I am thankful that the 
Young l\1en's Christian .. A.•9ociation have 
stopped fon;::nd, and on the Oakey to Cooyat 
line they arc doing excellent work. 

Mr. LESIKA: Thev are bettor satisfied now 
than they \Yere b,;fm·e. 

The SECRETAHY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I pro,·ided tents and all necessary materials 
for recreation. 

:Mr. LESINA: ""ot literature? 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 

Yes. 
;yir. LESIXA: Kot Bibks and trac:·s? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
K o. lYe do not supply tracts in the Railway 
Department-we only build railway track~. 
(Laughter.) I repeat that excellent work_ IS 

being done by the association; and I desire 
this work to be carried on, if possible, under 
similar conditions at all the big camps m 
connection with our railway works. 

HoNOl'RABLE }1EMBERS: II<·ar, hear! 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
A ... nd with respect to the men, especially 
those who are building the North Coast 
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Railway, I hope rho Lallds Department ,,ill 
rC· r.fYC Certain areas for thetn, SO that \Yhcn 
trJev have m~~·nccl :uH~cicnt HlOn<'v, t~1ov :mav 
rn:ti~o a '-tart on tbJ b,nd t.hcn1~elvcs.~ u 

IIo~~o-c-r. ~,BLE J\IE::'IrBEHS: Hear, hear 1 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\YAYS: 
Th, deputy leader of the Opposition also 
had something to say about the land pur
chased recently by the Government, and sa•,] 
that instead of paying £28,000, we ought to 
have got it for £14,000. I have no hesita
tion in saying that for a portion of that 
land the Raihnty Department was nego
tiating, off :1nd on, for four years; that the 
people YYho owned it, so far from being 
f:!nxious to sell, wo:re not at all anxious t'O 
sell; bat in the~ end th~ fa1nilv \Vished ~o 
close account", and \ve were able" to pUlT~lt: "0 

tho land, which I thought it was desirable 
to obtain in tho interests of the trallic on 
the Norih Ccast Railway. 

Mr. J. J'c.f. HFNTER: That shows you should 
re· crvc rnore land \vhen you are building 
vour railv. ays. 

Th-' SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
This land was purchased for the purpose of 
building engine rrnd carriage sheds and all 
the workshops that now occupy so much 
space at Roma street. A scheme ha.s been 
propounded for the remodelFng of the Rcma
street yards, man~ especially in view of tho 
enormous expansion of tmffic that has taken 

place during the last two yaur.•, 
[9.30 p.m.] and which I foe! certain will 

grow, with the new railwayg that 
are being built, and ~,~·ith the continuance of 
good ~·c,l~Ol1S that we are ~oing to have. In 
rem ode llmg the yards we must sweep a wa v 
all the engine anr! caniage sheds that ar;, 
there at the present ti1Pn. It is proposed to 
duplicate the line bet•.• een Rom a street awl 
l\Ia~T:ne Junction round bv Non11anby, and "\Ve 
haY<' started to bring the whole of tho goods 
trafli: round by Normanb:v in place of bring
m,; 1t by ,. ay of the Centml Station and 
'R.oma strf'et. \Ye propose to duplicate that 
line when we have prenared the land suffi
ciently, and get the buildings ready for engine 
and carnage sheds. Last. mght some question 
y·.-as asked, by \vay of interjection, as to 
whether part of this land would he reserved 
for workmen's homes. I have verv much 
pleasure in say:ng that the higher pOrtion of 
the land, and the best nortion for recidential 
pmposes, is to be reserved for that purpose. 

HONOURABLE 11E~BERS: Hear, hear! 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I visited the place with the Commissioner 
before we purchased the land, and we 
arranged t.hat a certain portion of it should 
be resenecl for workmen's homes. If. is· quite 
necess:.tr:v that \~?o shovld look ahead for manv 
years in. ail t.he requirements of goods an(l 
passen''"r traffic: awl with the acquisition of 
these 95 ac:·es &t ]\layne I feel quite certain 
that all the requirements fo,· the next fifty 
years can be met in the directions I have 
just indicated, and aho for the building of a 
yard for the marshalling of goods trains, so 
that ;;oods can be received at Roma street in 
the ordinary way, and the trucks, irrespeC'
tive of where they are to go on the Nor '.h 
Coast line, will he sent out to the marshall
ii~g yards at l\fayne, instead of being nlar
shalled at Roma street, as the:,· are now, and 
taking up an immense amount of room, and 
interfering very considerably with the traffic. 

The whole work will hereafter be dono at 
lllavne. The works at Mayne will grve us 
facflities for remodelling Roma-strcet :yarw::, 
and the estin1ated cost of rernodclling l(o!.nl,\ 
street is about £GOJ,OOO. 

Mr. J. l\l. Huo:TER: That is nut much. 

The SECRETARY FOl{ HAlLWAYS: 
Ilo11. n1embers will find that a sun1 of 
±;100 000 is placed on tlw bstimaces 1ol' !111 
star;in(r of the work this year~£CJ,OOO lll 
0112 di;ectton, and ±.a0,0L(J in the oth8r. The 
}:Ju~·uhase of the lugllur lalld . at 1\ia:;~~e-~ · 
although wo gave a higher p~nce for lt~Is. 
ctlstlnctl".~ t:cononucLl, to1 tne .reason that: w1· 
hope, 1v~th the aid of son1e nle,chani?al apl-Jli
aHucs fur d1ilting the spv1l, to n1ake tne .w11olo 
of the spoil cconunllC\-'U.Y a-vailable ~or fil~1ng !fP 
t.he lo'.Yur land that \Viil be raqu1red lor tllU 
1:!':1<-tl'Shalllllb yard~. lll::;tcacl of having t_o can·:y 
~t. a lo_Ig cti .. ,tanc~. _.-\t. the prescut t.Ip1.e we 
are cutt.lllg do\">'n tho ndge upon \\ hwh the 
CJ.:.!l~Yllssioner's old oHipes stood, artd \re arc 
sen din!?; the :· [lOiJ out to ~layne to start the 
"\vor::; .._ und \vhon w-e have levelled this par
ticuL.tr plac-3 at Ro1na strc'ct \VC propO"'·J to 
build a lar(rc receiYinrr-shcd wh:.ch will afford, 
at any rnt~, '"on1e to~1porary rclie~ frorn . the 
congestion that oc~urs at certarn pcnods 
at Rorna-strect Station. I think hon. nleru
bcrs '~\ill agree with me that it is qi:ti!.e nc~cs
.S.·hy we should, as far as possible, . grve 
all the facilities we can for not only the traffic 
we have at tho pre ,,errt time, but also for the 
traffic for at least twenty vcars ahead. ln 
referring to the marshalling yards at Mayne 
for the North Coast line, I do not wish han. 
mentbers to be und-er the impression that. ,,-e 
a1·o ornittiwr the fact that at \Yolston we own 
a lan;e arc~1 of land \vhere it is proposed to 
put down a marshalling yard for the whole of 
the Southern and \Ye--.tPrn traffic. That !S a 
n1attPr that will also haYo to be taken into 
consideration. 

:\lr. 1\Lc:RPI-IY: You will want another loa: 
directiy. 

Tho SECRETARY FOE RAILWAYS: 
It is quite impos"ible to serve the Wants of 
tho cornrnunity in raih;, ay requ1re1nents unless 
v:e spend money. That is the difficulty.. If I 
ooulc.i supply th<7 people''s wants wrthout 
spending n1oney, I would be very glad to do 
it. 

1\lr. MURPHY: But last session we passed a. 
,SlO,OCO,OOO loan, and ali that money is already 
allo<:<itcd. Docs this imply an acldrtwnal 
loan? 

The SECRETAK'l FOR RAILWAYS: 
\Yith re'pect to thzJ total mileage of railway' 
built and beinu built I have a iittla lntcr 
information, pe~·haps, 'than was contained in 
the Treasurer)s Financial ;:)t.at.emcnt, as neccs
;,arily it was prepared a' few :veeks ago. At 
the present time the total mrleage of State 
and privately owned railways open m ()ueens
land is ~,orD(-'\thing ovBr 4.000 n1iles. 'Jil.w,t is 
lines on the 3 feet 6 inches gauge. The mileage 
of lines under construction is 1,640, and tho 
extensions approved of bv Parliament to be 
~ommenced shortly, total 611 miles. Th~ t 
include,, portions of the Great \Vestern Rall
wav and tho Korth Coast Rarlwav. The lmcs 
under construction, excepting the portions of 
those two lines, total 16. \Ve have ~t pre
sent only two lines-with the exception of 
port.ions of the Great \Vestern Rarlway and 
of the North Coast Railway-that have been 
authorised by Parliament that have !lot been 
started. One of those lines 'is the !me from 
Woodford to Kilcoy, 17 miles in length; and 

Han. W. T. Paget.J 



SiS Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Suppl,y. 

the other is the first section of the line from 
J\I iles to Taroom, 44 miles 6 chains in length. 
I will not, take up the trme of hon. members 
by giving the cost of these lines, but if han. 
members would like anv further information 
I shall b0 very pleased to give it to them. 

:\Ir. LESE.-\: It might bE' useful to the 
Plectors of Rosewood, I should imagine. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I think it would be vcrv useful to hon. mem
bers of this House. H,;n. members will have 
gathered from the Treasur0r's tables that 
the railways paid £3 18s. lOci. per cent. last 
yPar, and W•' had a surplus. over the interest 
bill, of £76,000. That is a matter upon 
which hon. members, irrespective of which 
side of the Chamber they sit on, should 
congratulate the country and themselves. 
Tho gross revenue fron1 rail-ways last year 
was £2,706,888. The expenditure _,-as 
£1,563,119, loaving a net revenue of £1,167,-
311. \Vhen han. members have an oppor
tunity of reading the Coininissioner'f report, 
which I tabled this afternoon, they will see 
that the actual earnings on the actual l.tsh 
we have spent on our railways~something 
like £25,000,000 up J·o tho 30th Juno last
amot:nt to £4 lOs. 2d. per cent. : I think the 
exact fig·ures arc £4 lOs. l~d. per CL'nt. 0! 
course, those figures do not agree w1th the 
Trea.sur;,T figures, because the Trc~sury 
charges the Railway Department-and nghtly 
so-with all the. moneys floated. The figures 
I have given are the earnings on the <:?tual 
cash spent on tho railways. If we debit the 
department with depreciation on loans, I 
suppose the department will be charged with 
something like £2,000,000. 

Mr. l\lcLLAN: '\Yhat about tho accumulated 
deficits? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\YAYS: 
The accumulated deficits have ahYays been 
paid by the taxpayers of the Stat~, and the 
surplns, like the £76,000 of last year, goes 
to help the taxpayers. As a matter of fact, 
the c!lsh we paid into the Treasury la,t 
year amounted- to £4 Ss. 2d. per cent. ; our 
earningR were £4 10~. l~d., but of course 
we did not get 1t all m. I should hke. han. 
members to remember that the return rs the 
highest we have ever experiencd in con
nection with the Queensland railways. When 
the hon. member for Leichhardt spoke about 
the extra earnings last evening, and said 
they were made up from the revenue 
brought in by the carriai?e of railway ~1a
terial I was able to tell hm1 that we earned 
railw~v material-that is, rails and sleepers 
-at actual cost. Sleepers for new railways 
are carried at the rate of ~d. per ton per 
mile, or 4s. 2d. per ton for 100 miles, a~d 
the ordinary rate for that class of trafhc 
would be 13s. 9d. per ton per 100 miles. 
Rails were carried at the same rate-nameiv, 
4s 2d. per ton for 100 miles-and the ordin
ary rate for that class of goods is 8s. 9d .. per 
ton for 100 miles. I am pleased to be m a 
position to state that no profit is made on 
the carriage of material for new lines. 

Mr. MuLLAN: But you show that you are 
making a profit out of the taxpayers. 

The SECRETARY FOR R~ULWAYS: 
The interest on the money borrowed must 
be paid by the taxpayer, whether he pays 
it by rates and fares, which are not excessive, 
or pays it by direct tax. The estimated 
revenue from the railways for the current 
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year 1s £317,570 aboye the amount received 
last year, and I am exceedingly pleased to 
be able to inform han. members that £84,800 
of that increa~e has been earned during the 
first two months of the year-that is, .July 
and ..~:\ugust. If a proportionate i.ncreasc is 
continued for the tv.relve n1onths, Instead of 
the increase being £317,000 as anticipated, 
it will be o.-er £500,000. 

JYlr . .J. M. HUNTER: But you always under
estiinate your rail":7 ay revenue, you know-. 

Hon. R. PHILP: Not always. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 

During the same two months we have ex, 
ponded £49,700 more than ''"e expended 
during the two correspondmg month~ of last 
'."car, but in that expond1ture Is mcluded 
Un extra fortnight's yay for .the 1nen. a,n 
item which was not mcluded 111 last J'e~r s 
expenditure. iVith regard to the bmldmg 
of rolling-stock, there has always been a 
great deal of talk in the House and out
side about the shortage o£ rollmg-stook on 
the railways of Queensland. Th?,rc is no 
doubt that fol' some ;, ears the Ra1lway De
partment was starYcd with regard to the 
building of rolling-stock, but clunng the last 
three years \;Ye han~ been rnakJng an effort, 
as far as is consistent "ith the money at 
our dispo.cal and -with econorny, to Ina·ke ~lp 
for past deficiencies. Last year ''"e bmlt 
921 \'chicles at a cost of £339,910. Those 
vehicles included 39 locomotives, 25 lavatory 
carriage,, 15 other cars, and 842 wagons .. \V e 
have now under construction 92 locomotives, 
22 lavatory cars, and 1,091 wagons, a total 
of 1,205 vehicles, the estm1ated cost of WhiCh 
is £558,878. Of the "ork done last year we 
built 9 locomotiyes and 626 wagons rrr the 
Ipswich workshops at a cost of £137,497; and 
Y'e had built bv contractors 30 locomotives 
~ncl 216 wagons; at a total cost of £144,851. 
\\Te have now under construction at the 
Ipswich workshops 12 locon';otive~ and 964 
wagons, the cost of whwh IS estrmated at 
£206,361. \Ve haye 80 locomotives and 127 
wagons being built under C'}ntract for 
£319,392. It will thus be seen that although 
very iarge quantities of rollmg-stock are 
being turned out at the IpswiCh workshops, 
we are not in any shape or form starvmg 
outside shops. \Ve are endeavourmg to 
keep them in as full work as we an. A great 
deal has been said about the increased expen· 
cliture on the whole Estimates. I would 
like to ask members opposite where they 
would propose any reduction. . W auld they 
propose reducing any of the Items on. the 
Estimates as presented to them, espemally 
where "\vagf'., and salarie"' are conerned? I 
would like to tell han. members what the 
reclassification has done for the ~ailway e;n
ployees. During 1909-10 the class1ficatwn Ill

creases amounted to £16,089, and tho spemal 
increases were £3,219; 1910-11, £40,000, 
special inCi'eases £4,055, and we propose, m 
1911-12, for which hon. members have the 
Estimates before them, to make those classi
fication increases £117,956, of which £95,000 
is increased classification to the loweT-pa1d 
men in the Railway Department. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
That with the £25,000 <;iven to them last year 
fot the same purpose m<tke.o a total of £120,000 
increase of classification in two years. That 
1-aises everv man in the Railway Department
at any rate when he i§ over twenty~one years 
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·of age he gets 7s. a dav, and those men 
,fifteen months ago, in so~1e instances, vver~ 
getting 6s. a day. So I think hon. members 
cannot but agree with mo when I sav that 
a fair th\ng is being done to bring th'e rail
way men s wages up to a fmr leveL 

Mr. J. M. HUX1'ER: Their purchasino-
power has been reduced, you know. c 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILvYAYS: I 
would like to say, also, that the railwav men 
got an eight-hour dav in 1908. Mv time will 
not permit me to give the balance of the in
formation that I prepared for hon. members, 
but I would say, with respect to the criti
cisn1 of the Financial Statcincrrt, I was 
rather surprised to find hon. members oppo
site had so _little to say. I reall:c thought 
that after s1x or soYcn Inonth.::;' preparation 
they would have been abl~ to make some 
very forcible criticis1n. I again congratu
late the 'Treasurer upon the Yery <tble State
ment pres.e1_1ted to the House. and the ,-ery 
full exposition he gan\ to the country of the 
state of the finances, and also for the exce-ed
ingly prosperous titnes "-e are enjoying in 
-Queensland at the present time. CHoar, 
h•-tr !) 

Mr. WIEJ\'HOLT (Ta ,;jnn) : I do not 
intend to say very much at this hour of tho 
nig-ht, but there is no doubt the hon. mem
ber for 1\!lar-,;"borough, Mr. Booker, "\vas quite 

"COrrect when he said some of the criticism 
offered against the St::tton,ont was the criti' 
cisn1 of drean1ers. 

Mr. COLLINS: Dreamers generally prm-e to 
be correct. 

1\Ir. WIENHOLT: I will show they were 
not correct in one statement the bon. mem
ber made, at any rato. I t.hi!lk wo can say 
that the present Government are oxceediniTly 
"Capable administrators, and I think thev ~re 
·exceedingly hard workers. I do not think 
we ever had a Government in Queensland 
the members of which were such keen workers 
a3 the members of the present Government, 
and orhen we remember the nnn1ber of sud
den d~aths there J:as been amongst public 
men or l,;te years m the different States, I 
think there is a great danger that members 
·of a Government like this will overwork 
themselves. 

Mr. MuRPHY: vVe are quite prepared to 
give them a spell. (Laughter.) 

Mr. WIENHOLT: During the dav a Min
ister has to attend to his ~official 'business 
.and in the evening he has to attend to hi~ 
parliamentary dLities, and every week when 
the rest of us g-o home, he has to attend 
some function and, perhaps, has to travel 
some hundreds of miles by rail, and, if ho 
has any spare time at all, he has to pelt it j 
receiving deputations. A man cannot con
tinue at that rate. We cannot have clear 
minds if we are overworked. and I think 
members of this House should realise that 
and not expect too much from Ministers. The 
P~emier has said that we should keep full 
sa1l to the breeze. That is perfectly true; 
at the same time, I think the skipper ougHt 
to have a very keen eve as to the weather 
'There is no doubt that good seasons ar~ 
:ssei)tial _to the f?tate's prospPrity, but there 
1s one b1g socunty that we haYe now that 
.. we did not have _du_ring the last drought-that 
IS, the country 1s m a very much safer con-

clition. The hon. member for Burke, one 
of those dreamers I was speaking about, said 
only a few bores had been put down. I 
think the number of bores put down since 
1902 will run into four fig-ures. I have not 
been able to get the exact figures, but it 
would be hundreds and hundreds, and that 
will give hon. members an idea how much 
better able we are to resist the influences 
of a drought if it comes. I would just like 
to mention one particular instance. Some 
years after the drought I travelled down 
Mitchell towards Bollon. 0\·er 100 miles 
of country was lying open with not a single 
hoof on it-all wiped out in tho droug-ht, 
and no water on it. What is the present 
state of that country" As soon as you leave 
Mitchell you get on to a run called Bonus 
Downs. That was wiped out in the drought. 
Now they have three bores there and they 
have a great deal of other improvements. 
Further on you come to Albioglasoie, dried 
out in the drought. They also have artesian 
bores, and then you come to Cytheria, Tomoo, 
and \Yild Horse Plains-all dried out in the 
droug-ht, but all now ha \'e artesian bores 
fiOViling right through the country. That is 
going on all over the -ly e,t, and I really 
bclie\'8 if \Ve had another droug-ht like what 
occurred in 1902, with the improvement in 
water that has been made in Queensland 
and other matters, such as fencing- and so 
on, and with our past experience-I do not 
think we would lose one-third the number 
o£ stock we lost in 1902. Tlnt SOliDS to me 
to be one of the g-reatest ,afegu trds the 
State has. A g·ood deal ha·o been said about 
our loans maturing. I think we will really 
make money out of these loans. The chances 
arc we will get all the money we want at 
34 per cent. That will mean a saving of 
about £35,000 a year-that is, if they float 
all the loans on a basis of 4 per cent. into 
3~~ pel' cent .. stocks. VYe n1ay get the1n even 
a little cheaper. I cannot soc that there is 
anything to fight about in that respect. Thn 
weak point about our finances is this : vV e 
have not the entire control of our own 
finances. \Vhat I mean is this: The Ferler:u 
Government, rightly or wrongly, have put 
on a land tax, and the Treasurer must allow 
for a certain loss in income tax on account 
of that land tax. I know one estate has 
to pay £5,000 in land tax, and that amount 
will have to be taken off for income tax 
purposes. So I say we are not absolutely 
secure in the control of our own finances. 
The Federal Gove1·nment mav have other 
means of taxing us. Alreadv ·they propose 
to tax Crown leases, Some ;nembers oppo-

site think we haye only been 
[10 p.m.] scratching- the surface of our taxa-

tion. I am sure it is a very un
pleasant thing to have to put on further 
taxation, and a very obnoxious thing to do. 
Personally, I think the taxatio.n in Queens
land is very hig-h. There is one thing which 
I think will have a sobering effect on any 
dreamer who is plac;,d in the position of 
Premier or Treasurer of this State-he has 
to find £1,750,000 a vcar interest in London. 
The fig-ures n1a.y be" wrong. If it is more. 
it is all the wm,e, the monev has to be found. 
Tf that amount has to Le raised, it can only 
be don" by Queensland being in a prosperous 
state. You cannot piay ducks and drakes 
with the finances and the prosperity of a 
country. 

Mr. HARDACRE: That is what we have to 
bump up ag-ainst by and by. 

Mr. Wienholt.] 
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Mr. ~1URPHY: \Ve are adding to the in
terest bill every year. 

Mr. IYIEKI-IOLT: There is th0 qtw;tion 
of anm1grahon. One hon. rne1nbcr has said 
that he i-, a whole-hDgger. Personally, I am 
not. That i;s one thing that \Ve ought to 
b: a httle bit careful abo:1t. Putting it in 
a nu_tBhell, I believe in quality before 
Cj1~ant1ty, and I think it would be very un~ 
wrse-probably the Governn1cnt are not 
doing so-to have any fixed agreement vd1ich 
v:onld prevent us slackening off -with in11ni
g1~ation if we _see signs of anything like a 
F~c-back. I thmk we should be able to dis
continue it ;:ithout ,~~~,ing_ to break any big 
contract. V\ hat I dislike rn our finacncs at 
present is that I think we are going to spend 
too much loan money next vear. I think 
£3,000,000 is too much. F!·om a purely 
bu~inE:ss point 

0 
c[ vievv, it rnay bo a good 

tlung for tho kltate to snond that n1onBv at 
once, but \Vhat I an1 anXious about ie< this
I think if we do. have a bad time and things 
are slack, that IS the time when we do not 
want to cut dQ\Yn our loan 1noney. I ;,vould 
rather spend that money then, so that the 
men employed on our lines will not be 
thrown out of work~or, if they have to be 
thrown out of work, the reduction will be 
done ~Tadually in a nun1bcr of years, and 
not \I·Ith any sudden jerk. There is one 
indusb·y . that is rather a glaring contrast 
to anythmg else~ I refer to the mining in. 
dustry. I do not know much about that 
industqr, but it ought to be the best reprc
scnte,d m the House by the number of mining 
memners returned; but there seems to be 
a wet blanket over it, and I am not at all 
sure_ that hon. members who represent the 
mmmg mdustry~I do not say wittingly~ 
lmt, whether wittingly or unwiHingly, are not 
the very people who are putting the wet 
blanket there. 

Mr. MDRPHY: The mining industry is not 
as dull as people make out. 

Mr. WIENHOLT: The hon. member for 
GregorJT distinctly said three times, in reply 
to an mteqectwn of the hon. member for 
:\Iorcton, that a. certain mine ought to be 
worked. That mine has been worked, and 
so far at a loss. The hon. member said that 
they should g·o on and be made to work. 
Just think what that means to an investor! 
Think what it means to put money in a 
mine and lose it, and then be compelled to 
work it ! That would frighten anybody. 
While some of those hon. members are no 
doubt genuinely trying to get the best con
ditions for the miners themwlves, they want 
to be very careful that they do not check 
off inye_stors in our mir:ing industry by rather 
InJudiCiously advocatrng measures ;,:vhich 
would frighten investors. 

:Mr. HniiLTON: The IDeal representatives 
are not dealing with it~they are holding 
It 

Hon. R. PHILP: They are not going to 
spend any more money. I have spent some 
money already. 

Mr. \YIENHOLT: I want to say a word 
or two on land matters. I think the Go
vernment are doing their best to increase 
our land settlement. Some hon. members 
opposite lmve said that this is a squatters' 
Government. .All I can say is that if it is a 
squatters' Government they acted in a very 

[Jfr. Wienholt. 

funny ay last ye:1r ;,vhen they resun1ed estates 
in tho Burnett. Thev had three bitter la\\ 
cases over it. I thi~k they did the right 
thing; they paid very fair compensation 
and have made the land a.-ailable. How 
can they be called a squatters' Government 
when they do that? Another member com
plained that in a certain district the pas
toralists were unfairly treated, that they 
were made to puy too big a proportiDn of 
solT!.e g·uarantce. That is very inconsistent. 
Another member quoted a c~so where the 
Government "\Ycre un vvilling to rnake re~ 
sumptions, bnt I think if \Ve look into a 
CD', '1 of that sort we will find that there wa,, 
probaGiy land already Dpenad that ha.d not 
been taken up. I believe that the best 
thing that could ha.ppen to any les:.ee is to 
have tho full resumption taken from him. 
Many H1cn n1avo been ruined in Queensland 
by holding· too much land. The lc'oCe knows 
cxw tly then wh"t he has, he pays Je,,s rr nt, 
and he has not the feeling that if he puts 
down <:1 bore tlH~r~, it will he for the next 
COITl.Cr. The Jessee in th< \~\-est should not be
opposed to having thu full rosu1nption taken 
from him. 

l\1r. HA:11ILTOK: Sornc are anxious and 
sorne are not. 

Mr. 1-YIENHOLT: Then there IS the 
dairying industry, which the hon. member, 
for Carnarvon has said can do vvithout 
spoon feeding; that it can stand on its own 
fed. I_t is ev!dentl;' going to be one of the 
mdustne, winch will be the backbone of 
the State. There is a great de."! mDre to 
be done in that way. I was only speaking 
the other clay to an expert in condensed 
nulk,_ and he said there was a splendid 
openmg- up ?\orth for the production of 
condensed milk. I notice that there is an 
increase in the Agricultural and Stock vote, 
of £14,000. If the Treasurer can afford it 
I think our stock inspectors could weli 
be paid a little more. In my district the 
latest appointment has been an exc~llent 
stock inspector. You will have to pay well 
If you get the right man, who is to be a 
sort of guide, phiJo,opher, and friend to all 
the farmers in the district. ::Ylembcrs are 
inclined to criticise them~I do not think 
they criticise them harshly~but wme of 
them have been inclined to say that the Go
verninent are spending too n1uch monoy. 

J\1r. HA~nw·o~: Too much loan money. 

J\lr. WIENHOLT: I think the increases 
which the Govornn1ent have giYen to the lo\\-er
paid civil servants show the direction in which 
they wish to go. I am sure ihe Treasurer 
would willing-ly make further payments tc· 
the lower-paid civil servants if he could. 

The TREASURER: Hear, hear! 

Mr. WIENHOLT: And he can only do. so 
by increasing· the prosperity of the country. 
The hon. member for Mitchell, who made a. 
common-sense speech, advocated an increase, 
for the men on the railways. What he said 
was perfectly true. But the best way we 
can afford to pay the men more than we 
do is by carrying more freight. That is the 
thing to give us the money to make this 
increase in the wages of the lower-paid ser
vants. I notice that the Public Instruction 
vote is a big one and an increasing one, but 
I think we get good value for it. If there 
is one thing \ve should be proud of it is the 
way our Public Instruction Department is 
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being carried on. (Hoar, hear !) There is 
no country in the world more up to date 
than we are in education. Even this little 
matter of the itinerant teachers-the idea 
is an excellent one. I gi,·o the Govern
ment every credit for the way they are 
administering this department. I do not 
wish to say anything further, but I will just 
sa. y this about the Treasurer : I do not 
wi'sh to flatter him, but I think that one of 
the strongest safeguards wo have in Queens
land finance at present is in the Treasurer 
we havo. 

2\fr. MuRPHY: What, after Illr. H~wthorn? 

Mr. WIENHOLT: I consider that tho 
Treasurer is an exceedingly capable Minis
ter, and if anything goes wrong with tho 
flnancos of the State--if it is necessarv to 
put on further taxation and things go back 
-I believe that the Treasurer is courageous 
enough to face tho difliculty at once. I do 
not think he will allow things to slip back 
by degrees. Whatever is to be done, I be
lioye that ho will do it in a courageotB 
manner, and he will lot tho people of 
Queensland know how thcv stand. 

HO!WURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
The House resumed. Tho CHAIRMAN re· 

ported progress, :mel th0 Committee obtained 
lcavo to sit again on 'ruesday. 

Tho House adjourned at twelve minutes 
past 1D o'clock. 
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