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Quest.ions. [30 AUGUST.] Supply •. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

WEDNESDAY, 30 AUGUST, 1911. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. vv-. D. Armstrong, 
Lockyer) to.ok the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

QUESTIONS. 

DALBY-TARA RAILWAY MEDICAL FUND. 
Mr. VOWLES (Dalby) asked the Secretary 

for Railways-
. " 1. Is it a fact that the workmen on the 
Dalby-Tara Railway construction have con­
t:ributed 6d. per head per week out of their 
wages towards a railway medical fund? 

•l 2. Is he aware that when a workman 
makes a claim under the Workers' Compensa­
tion Act, that the resident engineer refuses to 
pay any n1aintenance fees in resrrect of that 
workman to the Dalby Hospital, and requireo 
him to pay these fees out of the £1 awarded to 
him under that Act? 

"3. Is he further aware that cases have 
arisen where such workmen have wives and 
-children to maintain out of the £1 per weeK 
so allowed, and in consequence are unable t.u 
contribute to the hospital fund for their main­
tenance while there? 

"4. What credit is to the above fund? 
. " 5. What becomes of these moneys when th,. 

-construction is finished? ' 
" 6. ·will h·· see that all patients' mainten­

ance will be paid to the hospital committee out 
.. of any credit to this fund (if any)?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
·(Hon. W. T. Paget, Mackay) replied-

" 1. Yes. 
" 2. Yes. Such ccurse is strictly in accord­

·an~e with the '\Yorkers' Compensation Act . 
. This refers to cases of accident only-not ill­
illess. 

"3. No such case has been brought under 
notice. 

"4. £72 5s. 3d. ' 
"5. Half the balance is divided between the 

tos?-1 hospital and local ambulance brigade. 
6, £1 7s. 6d. per week is paid to Dalby 

Hospftal for each case of illness sent by 
department." 

BRISBANE MEN'S AND BOYS' CLOTHING 
WAGES BOARD. 

Mr. McLACHLAN (Fortitude Valley) asked 
.. the Secretary for Public Works-

" 1. What is the name of the member of the 
Bris~ane Men's and Boys' Clothing Board 
appomted by the Minister? 

" 2. Is he aware that at the last meeting of 
.the board the member in question stated that 
his reason for continually objecting to the 
board sitting was to prevent the determination 
tram being issued? 

~ . "3. Did he receive a communication from 
the chairman on the subject? 

.. 4. If not, will he call for a report from the 
chairman on this matter? 

" 5. If the allegation is correct, will steps 
9e taken at once to remove the said member 
·fl>om the board? " 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
{Hon. W. H. Barnes, Bulimba) replied-

H 1. No nomination having been rBceived up 
to the appointed time to fill the vacancy cause<.! 
.by the resig;>ation of Isidore Josephson, 
.FrederJCk Chnstopher Thomas Dent whose 
n:omi_nation was subsequently receiv~d, was 
·appomted by the Minister. 

"2. No. 
"3. No. 
"4 and 5. Will be considered." 

APPLICATIONS TO ACT AS FOSTER-MOTHERS. 
Mr. D. HUNTER (Woolloongabba) asked 

the Home Secretary-
. tc 1. How many applications have been mad\3 
during the last three years from people who 

were willing tu a-ct .as foster-1nothers, ·but 
whose servi.ces were not availed of? 

" 2. How many children could have foumt 
homes with these applicants? " 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon . .T. G. 
Appal, Albert) repli-ed--

" 1. Eighty-one· re§{stered applications. A 
num'ber of personal applications have been 
made of which no record has been kept, ao; 
circumstances of applicant were such tha.t 
further consideraUon of the application wa,o 
unnecessary. 

"2. About 200." 

PuRCHASE oF s.s. "Wor \VoY," :AND SALE 
OF 'S.S. '"LAURA." 

Mr. D. HUNTER asked th<;; Treasurer-: 
" 1. What was the price .given by t!t"' 

Governm-ent for the -s.s. 11 Woy Way"? 
" 2. At what price did th'€ Government Scll 

the s.s. H Laura "? " 

The TREASURER {Hon. W. H. Bar.ne!!, 
Bulimba} replied-

" 1. £3,600. 
"2. £330." 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS. 

On the motion of the PREMIER {Hon. D. 
F. D'Cnham., Oxley), it was formally resolved-

" That so much of the Standing Orders be 
suspended, for this day, as . would othetwise 
prevent the receiving of resolutions from the 
Committees of Supply and Ways and Means on 
the same day on which they shall have passed 
in those Committees, and the passing of an 
Appropriation Bill through all its stages in on-e 
day." 

HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT BILL. 

THIRD READING. 

On the motion of the HOME SECRETARY:; 
this Bill W<lS read a third time, passed, a1iu 
ordered to be transmitted to the Legislative 
Council for their concur.rence, by message m 
the usual form. 

CLAIM OJ!' WILLIAM HENRY RAMM. 

On i;he motion of Mr. HARDACRE 
(Leichhmdt), it was form.ally reso:ved~ 

" 1. That a Select Committee be appointllil 
to inquire into and report upon the claim of 
William Henry Ramm to be the discoverer of 
the system of inoculating cattle with the blood 
of a recovered beast, as a preventive or mitiga­
tion of tick fever, and to have been the first. tfr 
report the discovery of such treatment to the 
Department of Stock. 

" 2 That such committee have power t<> 
eend ·for persons and papers, and leave to si't 
during any adjournment of the House; ani'l 
that it consist of the following members-viz., 
Mr. Gunn, Mr. Wienhon, Mr. Fox, Mr. Mann, 
Mr. Payne, Mr. Ryan, and the mover." 

METHODIST CHURCH BILL. 
FIRST READING. 

On the motion of the PREMIER (Hon. 1) • 
F. Denham, Oxley), this Bill, received f_ro~ 
the Legislative Council, was read a first t1me~ 
and the s·econd reading made an Order of th¢ 
Day for Tuesday next. 

SUPPLY. 
RESUMPTION OF COMMITTEE. 

(Mr. J. Stodart, Logan, in the chair.) 
Questinn-That there be granted to Hi.$ 

Majesty, for the service of the year 1911·12'; 
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··a sum not exceeding £300 to defray the s8htry 
of the aide-de-camp to His Excellen Jy the 
Governor-put. 

The TREASURER (Hon. W. H. Farnes, 
:Bulimba): Mr. Chairman,-I beg to ask per­
mission to withdraw that motion. 

The CHAIRMAN: Is it the pleasure of the 
, Committee that the motion be withdrawn? 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, heart 
, Motion withdrawn accordingly. 

The TREASURER moved-
" That there be granted to His Majesty, on 

account, for the service of the year 1911-12, 
a .further sum not; exceeding £1,150,000, 
towards defraying the expenses of the various 
departments and services of the State." 

For the information· of hon. members, he 
woald like to point out that the amounts 
were increased soniewhat in connection with 

'No. 1, by reason cf the fact that last year 
the amount was not quite sufficient. The 
second amount, hon. members would notice, 

·was larger, as the result of the necessit.v of 
providing more money for wotkers' dwellings, 
and the amount which was down from loan 
had been increased as 8! result of contemplated 
expenditure in connection with the IVlulgrave 
Tramway. He would be glad to supply any 
other information hon. members desired. 

!VIr. RYLAND: Is that coming out of loan? 
The TREASURER: 0£ course. 

' Mr. LENNON: Notwithstanding what the 
'Treasurer had said, this was rather a 51.agger­
:ing amount. He thought it was an :.wpre­
~cedent.ed sum whicli was being asked for. 
.What period was it to cover? 

The TREASURER: Two months. 
Mr. LENNON: lt was rather singular to 

raise £1,150,000 fcir two months' Supply, 
which was so much·larger than on the last 
occasion. vV as any portion of the expenditure 
;which had been foreshadowed to be applied 
'in connect'on with the construction of the 
'proposed basin at the Hamilton? 

The TkliAsuRER: No; 
Question put and passed. 

, The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN re­
p·orted that the Conini.ittee had come to a 
:J:esolution, and the resumption of uhe Com­
mittee was made an Order of the Day for 
1to-morrow. · 
. The resolution was received and agreed to. 

WAYS AND MEANS. 
REsUMPTION oF CoMMITTEE. 

'' Tlte TREASURER moved-
", That towardq making good the -supply 

(~ranted to . His 1\.fajesty, on account, for the 
'!eryice of the year 1911-1:.:, a further sum not: 
jE'Xceeding £600,000 be granted out of the con­
solldated revenue ; a further sum not exceeding 
'Ji50,000 from the trust and special funds; and 
•a sum not exceeding £500,000 from the moneys 
standing to tile credit of the loan fund account .. , 

Mr. MANN (Cairns): Just to preserve 
his right, while' he knew that on this 
occasion there was a special reason for 
J?l'Ssing the Appropriation Bill through all 
J;itageS: and adjourning, he reserved ·to him­
'f!e.lf. the right at any future. time to oppose 
thEil suspension of th'l Standing Orders at all 
stages. 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed. , The CHAIRMAN re­

ported that the Committee had come to 
certain resolutions.. ,. . 

The tesoh.itions 'viiire' received and agreed 
~o, and the Committee obtained leave to sit 
f!gain to-morrow 

APPROPRIATION .BILL No. 2. 
FIRST READING. 

This Bill, founded on the ~esol":tions 
passed in Committee, was read a first ttme. 

SECOND READING. 
The TREASURER : I beg to_ move that 

this Bill be n:Jw read a second ttme. 
Mr. LESINA (Clermont): .Mr. ~peaker,­

I have no objection to the Btl! bemg :ead a 
second time, but I have not se~n lt yet. 
The Minister ouo-ht not to be In such a 
hurry in rushing the Bill through before _we 
have seen it. I protest agamst the rushmg 
of the Bill through in this way. On some 
future occasion we shall be told th~t we 
allowed all this money to be voted wtthout 
proper discussion. 

Question put and passed. 
COMMITTEE AND THIRD READING. 

The Bill was passed th~·ough C<;>mmi~te"' 
and read a third time wtthout dtscusswn, 
and ordered to be transmitted to the 
Legislati:o Council for their concurrence, by 
message 111 the usual form. 

DE.\TH OF MR. R. J. COTTELL. 
The PREMIER : I beg to move that the 

House, at its rising, do. adjourn un:tl tq­
morrow evenmg at 7 o clock. 

[4 p.m.] Hon. members are fully aware ~f 
the sad occasion that causes thts 

unusual adjournment ; and I am sure that we 
all were shocked this morning when w,e 
learned that the late hon. member for 
'l'oowong had been suddenly called away. 
I have asked the House only to deal with 
urgent business this afternoon, so that we 
may pay a tribute of respect to the decease·d 
member. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
The PREMIER: I therefore move the,t 

the House, ,at its rising, do adjourn until 
to-morrow evening at 7 o'clock. 

Mr. LENNON: I wish to say that this 
side of the House offers no objection to the 
adjoul'nment; . and of course I join the 
Premier in expressing deep regret at the 
sudden death of our late colleague, Jll-4. 
Cottell. I had the pleasure of speaking to 
him on the night before his death at abo!ft 
half-past 9 o'clock, when he s••erned in his 
usual state of health. I have been closely 
associated with him in other ways for months 
past, and I was reallv very much moved 
at his sudden death. He was a man in the 
full vigour of manhood-I understand that h'e 
was only forty-six years of age-and we a,V 
regret that he should have been taken away 
'in this sudden and tragic manner. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
::\Ir. MANN: I desire to say a few word~, 

on behalf of the corner party, to express 
sympathy towards the late hon. member's 
family. Last week we had a great shock, but 
on this occasion we had a great£r shock. 
Whereas the late hon. member for RosewoOd 
was practically nearing the end of a long and 
useful career, Mr. Cattell was in the prime of 
manhood, and might have looked forward to 
many years of useful service to the State. I 
am sure t.hat we all reg-ret his untimely end. 
I join with the other speakers in conveying 
sympathy to his b"reaved relatives. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Question put and passed. 

. The .. House adjot~rned at five minutes past 
4 o'clock. 
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THURSDAY, 31 AUGUST, 1911. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. W. D. Armstrong, 
Lockyrr) took the chair at half-past 7 
·o'clock. 

The House, in accordance ·u:ith Sessional 
·Order, proceeded with Government business. 

PAPERS. 

The following papers, laid on the table 
were ordered to be printed:- ' 

Annual report of the Secretary for Public 
Instruction. 

First annual report of the UnivBrsity of 
Queensland. 

Statute date<,l.24th August, by the Senate 
of the University of Queensland. 

Regulations dated 17th December, 1910, 
for the management of the Central 
Technical College. 

APPROPRIATION BILL No. 2. 

MESSAGE FROM THE COUNCIL. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt (lf 
.a message from the Lerrislative Council 
returning this Bill without" amendment. ' 

QUESTIONS. 

REPEAL OF CONTAGIOUS DISEASES ACT IN 
BRISBANE. 

Mr. LESINA (Clermont) asked the Home 
:'Secretary-

" ~-. By what authority has he repealed the 
proviSIOns of the Contagious Diseases Act in 
the metropolitan area of Brisbane? 
.. "2. Does he consider such proclamation 
should have been made without this House 
havmg been first consulted? 

". 3. If this action has been taken on the 
advice of the health officer, will he lay on the 
table of the HoUse the report of such health 
officer, and al~o any other reports bearing on 
the subject? 

"4. Is he aware that nine-tenths of the 
n1edical profession in Brisbane are against his 
action in this matter? " 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. G. 
. Appel, Alb e1·t) replied-

" 1. By the authority of the Contagious 
·Diseases Act of 1868. 

"2. Yes. 
"3. Yc'il. 
"4. No." 

:I also beg _leave to lay upon the table. of the 
. House cop:es of the report by the Govern­
ment Med1eal Officer, Brisbane, dated 28th 
'-J ul}> 1911, recomm<:mding the recent procl6 . 

mahon extending the Contagious Disease. 
·Act to. B_risbane, and a. memorandum by the 
Commrsswner of Public Health in connec­
tion t_hcrewith, and I move that the paper 
.be prmtcd. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Question put and passed. 

RAILWAY TICKETS ISSUED IN BUNDLES. 

Mr. LESINA ·asked the Secretary for 
Railways-

" 1. Under whose authority have instructions 
been issued that all railway tickets issued in 
bundles of fifty have now to be stamped daily 
at the various stations? 

" 2. Does he think it fair that these instruc­
tions should be made retrospective, and that 
jOeople who had purchased these bundles of 
tickets should be put to the trouble of getting 
their tickets dated daily? " 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. W. T. Paget, Jlackay) replied-

" 1. Under the authority of the Commission~r 
for Railway"'· 

" 2. Yes. It was found necessary to da:te 
the tickets, because some of the passengers 
were defrauding the department by using them 
fm 1uore than one journey." 

'WESTERN ALLOW\NCES IN RAILWAY SERVICE. 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER (liiaranoa) asked the 
Secretary for Railways-

" 1. Is he a" are that only 6d. per day is 
paid smith strikers in the Roma shop (Western 
allowances), while blacksmiths and mechanics 
are paid ls. per day? 

•· 2. \Vill he explain the reason of this and 
similar anomalies in different branches of the 
service? 

" 3. Has he any intention of fixing a scale of 
payments in the shape of "Western allowances 
that will be equitable to all grades of the staff 
in the various branches of the railway service?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
replied-

" 1. The Western allowance for mechanics at 
Roma is ls. per day, and for labourers 6d. per 
day. 

" 2. It is not an anomaly-higher class work 
commands higher pay and allowances in pro­
portion. 

" 3. I am not aware of any inequitable treat­
ment." 

PETITIONS. 

LIQUOR BILL. 

Mr.' MULLAN (Charte,-s Towers) pre­
sented a petition from members of the Pres­
byterian Church, Charters Towers, praying 
that certain amendments be made in the 
Liquor Bill. 

Petition received. 
Mr. WINSTANLEY presented petitions 

from members of the Presbyterian Church, 
Queenton, and of the Salvation Army, 
Ch-arte·rs Towers, of similar purport and 
prayer. 

Petitions receive-d. 

STATE CHILDREN BILL . 
CoxsmERATION rN CoMMITTEE. 

On this Order of the Day being called- : 

Mr. MURPHY (Croydon) said: Mr. 
Speaker,~I beg to withdraw the contingent 
motion standing in my name, of which I 
previously gave notice, as I have since dis­
covered that a clause of the Bill provides 
for the object which I had in view when I 
gave noticB of that motion. 

The SPEAKER: The hon. memher in­
forms the House that he does not intend to 
move the motion because of the reason which 
he has given; therdore, there is no necessity 
for the House to give its consent to the 
withdrawal, as the motion has not been 
moved. 

Han. W. D . .Armstro11.g.] 
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CoMMITTEE. 
(Mr. J. Stodart, Logan, in the chair.) 

Clauses 1 to 3, inclusive, put and passed. 
Clause 4-" Inwrpretation"-

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION (Hon. K. M. Grant, Rock­
hampton) mov<ed the insertion of the follow­
ing definition of " industrial school " after 
iine 27-

" " Industrial school" includes >til institutions 
primarily established or conducted for the 
education and training of State children in the 
practice of useful arts and callings." 

Amendment agrcJed to. 

Mr. LENNON (Herbert) mov-ed that the 
.definition of "maintenance," on line 39, be 
amended by the insertion of the words 
" medical treatment " ,after the wor·d "sup­
port," so that the definition would read as 
follows:-

" " Maintenance " includes: clothing, nursing~ 
RUpport, medical treatment, necessaries, train­
ing, discipline, and education." 

lt might be .argLwd that the word " neces­
saries" covered medical treatment. 

Tho SECRET.,RY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
That is so. 

Mr. LENNON: W<J!l, clothing was speci­
fically mentioned, yet it was .a necessary. 
State children w<crc liable to be affected by 
epidemics perhaps to a greater extent than 
children in private homes, and it wou1d 
appeal to all members that medical trPat­
ment was necessary for State children. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: It was the opinion not only 
of the department, but also of the .draftsman, 
that the word "necessaries" included medical 
treatment, but he had no objection to the 
amendment, and would accept it. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. LENNON: Thank you. 
AmendnHmt agreed to. 

Mr. MULLAN (Charters Towers) noticed 
t-hat the definition of "Minister" read-

j, "Minister "-The Home .Secretary or other 
responsible Minister of the Crown for the time 

-being charged with the administration of this 
Act." 

He had no amendment to move, but he con­
sidered that it was advisable that the 
Orphanages Department should be ad­
ministered from the Education Department. 
He did not suggest that bee<tuse he thought 
for one moment that it would be more 
humanely administered by any other de­
partm<mt than it was by the Home Secretary 
but he thought that the State childre~ 
should be ·administered bv the Education 
'Department. He would go "further, and have 
the Infant Life Protection Act and children's 
oourts and all matters relating to children 
administered by the Education Department 
more particularly seeing that the H&n~ 
Department was now overloaded. (Hear, 
hear!) There were some sub-departments 
of .the Home Department that were bigger 
·than some of the other departments. 

Mr. MURPHY: The Home Secretary has 
got too much work to do. 

Mr. MULLAN: He was not sa~·ing that 
the Home Department was not efficiently 

[Hon. K. 11f. Grant. 

administered, but he thought it would make 
for greater efficiencv if this department 
were put under the Education Department. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: There was no doubt what­
ever that the Home Secretary was a hard­
working individual, and not only hard­
working, but he was very humane, and so ali 
charitable institutions and all the money 
involved .appertaining to charitable institu­
tions was put under the administration of his 
department. ' 

Mr. MURPHY (Croydon): Did they under­
stand the Secretary for Pub:ic Instruction to· 
say that the Home Secretary was the only 
humane indivi.dual in the Cabinet-(laughter) 
-and that that was the reason .that all 
matters relating to cheritable institutions 
were put under his supervision? The Govern­
ment had done a good many things for the 
charitable institutions, and they deserved 
credit for them, but why were they put 
under the Home Secretary's Department? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
Inquiries can be better made through the 
Home Secretary's Office, as they have all the 
machinery, such as the police. 

Mr. ADAMSON (Rockhampton) noticed' 
that on line 3, page 3, .a degrading term was 
·applied to women, but there was no degrad­
ing term .applied to the men who ma·de use 
of those women. As he had said on the 
second re.ading of the Bill, he thought the 
Acts of Parliament were too much framed' 
with the idea that women were the only 
degraded people, and that men were re­
garded as being something superior to 
·women, whereas in his opinion men \Vere 
more degraded than women. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. ADAMSON: H<J .asked the Minister 
it it was a f.air thing to designate women by 
a certain name while men were left out? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: The term used in this case 
was the usual term, and he thoughi; it would 
be verv difficult to alter it in the way the 
loon. member desired. 

Mr. ADAMSON was not at all satisfied 
with the expl<tnation; ther·efore he move.d 
the insertion after " a," on line 3, of the 
1vor<ls "whoren1onger or.'' If that was 
carried he would move the insertion after 
''is," on line 4, of the ;,vords "father or." 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
. STRUCTIO~: He could not accept the 
amendment. Even though the wording of 
the paragraph might be considered to be 
unf·air to women, such an amendment could 
not be allowed. It might be pointed out 
that the women to whom the term used in 
the paragraph was applied did it for gain; 
and that was not the case with men. 

Mr. LAND (Balonne) : It was a common 
thing for husband and wife to part, and for 
the wife to live with another man, and have 
children. How was it intended to treat 
children living in that way? 

The CHAIRMA~: Order! I must draw 
attention to the fact that the question before 
the Committee is tho insertion of certain 
·words. 

Mr. LA~D said he was dealing with the 
clause. 
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The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member is 
not dealing with the question of the insertion 
vi those words. He cannot now discuss the 
'SUbsection as a whole. 

Mr. o· SULLIVAN (Kennedy) thought 
that if the Minister drafted the paragraph in 
this way it wou;.d meet the approval of the 
hon. member for Rockhampton. Instead of 
the word objected to by the hon. member for 
Rockhampton, put in the words " person of 
had repute," and then say " whether such 
person is the parent of such child or not." 
That wou:.d not be throwing a slur on the 
female sex, and v,;oul.d meet the objection. 

Mr. THEODORE (Woothakata) suggested 
, that the objection might be met in another 
way. :rhere was certainly something in what 
was sa1·d by the hon. member for Rockhamp­
ton, but he did not altogether agree with 
the han. member in his attempt to cure the 
(lvi!, because the addition of another objec­
tionable term wou;d make the clause still 
more objectionablP. The objection of the 
hon. member might be met by omitting all 
the words aft.er ''brothel." It would then 
b0 wide enough to include all the children 
intended to be includE>d in paragraph (c), 
and would not contain any objectionable 
term. 

After a pause, 

Mr. THEODORE said the Committee 
should get an answer from the Minister. 
There would probably be a division if he 
did not give an answer; and many members 
might have some ""cruple in giving a vote to 
include obj.ectionable terms in the clause. 

Mr. ADAMSON was quite willing to 
withdraw his amendment either in favour of 
the suggestion made by the hon. member for 
Kennedy or of that made by the hon. 
member for Woothakata. He did not want 
to use any objectionttble term, but he wanted 
Wl)men to be put on the same footing as men 
in this rn atter. By the repeal of the Con­
tagious Diseases· L\ct it was recognised that 
men ought to be treated in th<J same way as 
women; .and in this case he thought the 
same principle should obtain. He held that 
women were not treated as they ought to be. 
Instead of putting opprobri<Jus nam<Js on 
vcornen, they sho_ql<l h.w0 pity on them, ·an<:! 
try to make their burden los;; heavy. 

Mr. MANN (Cairn,•) did not intend to 
vote for the amendment, because he thought 
paragraphs {c) and (d) met the case as they 
stood. By dropping the objectionab:e term 
they might make the clause too narrow in 
its operation, and do wmng to those· they 
were seeking to protect-namely, the {)hil­
<lren. H it carne to a -division he would vote 
f-<:>r the c:ause as it stood. 

Mr. RYLAND thought the best thing for 
the han. member for Roekhampton to do 
was to withdraw his amendment. so as to 
al!<Jw the hon. member for Kennedv t<J move 
the amendment he had suggested. • 

Mr. ADAMSON w::ts quite willing to 
follow the course Rnggested. He was not 
particular whether hiR ·amendment went into 
the clause or not. While he thought. that 

they sh<Juld .deal with men in the 
[8 p.m.] same wav a£ they dealt with 

women, he w.es of opini<Jn that 
it was better to DnTit such degrading t~rms 
n.ltogether, and with the permission of the 

Committee he would withdraw his amend­
ment in favour of the proposal tD inse; t the 
words " bad repute." 

The CHAIRMAN: Is it the p!a'loure of 
the Committee that the amendment !}o vl'th­
drawn '! 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hBar l 

Amendment withdrawn accordingly. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN moved that the woro 
" prostitute," on line 3, be omitted with the 
vi<:w of inserting .the words ''person of bad 
repute." Should this amendment be agreed 
to he woul-d move lower down the substitu­
ti~n of the word " parent " for the word 
·· mother." The word " par<:nt " would in­
clude both fathBr and m-other. Unfortu­
nately there were times when m'en -of bad 
repute wer<• the sole guard1ans of. children, 
and thB amendm.ent would meet su{)h a <>ase. 

Mr. LESINA thought that before express­
ing .an opinion on the amendment, the 
Minister should hear the views of members 
of the Committee with regard to it. The 
Bill ha·d been ve-ry carefully drafted by a 
man who had been drafting Bills for many 
J''>ars, and ho had no doubt followed in t.tJ.is 
case the phr{lwo:ogy which had been used 
ill Acts of Parliament for many y·ears past, 
and which custom and practiee had clearly 
defined. Th.e use of the term " prostitute " 
was perfE>Dtly legitimate. It was a good, 
so:id English wor·d, .and any objection t.o it, 
such as that raised by the han. member ~·o,­
Rockhampton, must be Df an entirely senti­
mental character. Tho •amendment propGsed 
by tho hon. member for Kennedy diu n•>r. 
convey exactly what "as requir€d. \\That 
did "bad repute" mean? HB (Mr. Lcsine.} 
might be a person of bad repute in the 
minds of a number of people; a person who 
ha,d the reputation of being •a termagant-,a. 
penmn with a bitter tongue-might De re· 
garded by nmghbours as .a person of " had 
repute." A woman might live without tile 
sanction of the church in perfect harmony 
"·it.h .a man, and yet bE>Caus<J the ehurch tlod 
n-ot smiled upon and blessed tho union, if 
shr• had .a child it wou:d be taken away from 
h"'" undC"r the .amendme·nt. Accordin;r t<.> 
the dictionary, "bad" ·meant :• want of g'J,Jd 
qualities, physical or moral, evil, viciou•, 
disagreeable. painful, injurious, that which 
is bad." The Committee should proceed 
very warilY in dealing with a matter like 
this, or they might rnako an amendment 
which later Dn they would have to get the 
other br.aneh of th€ Legis!ature to remove. 
Every man who know thB English tongue 
knm,; what was meant bv tho word "prosti­
tute" ; it was <t good, solid English expres­
sion, •and the objection to it was o·nly a 
narnby-pamby sort of objection. 

Mr. ADAMSON: That is not true. 

Mr. LESINA: He gave the hon. member 
credit for being perfectly honest and sincere 
in his objection to the wor·d, and for speak­
ing .as a man who had for years followed the 
teaching of morals, and who regarded the 
use -of the term .as invidious, because 1t 
refleciRd on the woman, while the man was 
a.llowed to go scot-froo. But thE> whole con­
text showoo that in this part of the clause 
thev were dealing with a female person. 
The dause defined that "neglected child" 
meant any child who habitually begged <;r 
received •alms. or w.anaered about a pubho 
p!aoe, or dw€lt in a reputed brothel, and SO 

Mr. Lesina.~ 
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on. If they said that a neglected child w.as 
a child who lived with .a person of "bad 
repute," they would have to define what was 
"bad repute." He thought it was better to 
stick to the phraseo;ogy in the Bill, and if 
a division was called for he should vote 
against the amendment. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY =nsidered that the 
amendment would improvB the Bill. With 

·regard to.the remark of the hon. member for 
Clermont that the Bill had been carefullv 
drafted, and that the phrase in question ha,d 
been used from timB immemorial, hB would 
rBmind the Committee that that hon. member 
had more than once declaimed against the 
practice of sticking to old, legal phraseologv 
in their legiolation. The word "prostitut<J '' 
would certainly be better out of the c!.ause 
altogether, and he was perfectly certain both 
the Minister and the inspectors understood 

, what they meant by pm·,ons of "bad repute,·' 
·and that no one would suffer in anv way 

. from the inc:usion of the mnendment 'in th-;, 
dause. It. would also meet the desire of the 
hon. member for Rockhampton in regard to 
the use of a degrading term in {)Qnnection 
~ith women while it was carefully omitted 
m the case of men. He 'vould certainlY 
support the amendment. ' 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION could not accept the amend­
ment, and pointed out that in 1909 the 
Labour party of South Australia passed an 
Act dealing with State children, in which 
identically the same clause was used. 

Mr. MURPHY: The Labour party is not 
always right, you know. 
- Mr. WHITE: No. 

Mr. MuRPHY: Not m the matter of 
phraseology. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION asked the Committee to re­
member that it was not the women who 
bore that term they were dealing with· it 
was the children who might be in their c~re, 
and if the term was harsh or cruel to those 
women, it was quite an easy matter for 
them to get rid of it by ceasing to follow 
that calling, which, he believed, was the 
<>Iciest in the world. He desired the Com­
mittee to understand that it was the chil­
dren's interests they were looking after, and 
he hoped they would not insist on the amend­
ment. 

Mr.· LAND : The Secretary for Public In­
struction had just stated that. it was the 
children's interest he was looking after. 
That was the point he (Mr; Land) wished 
to get at. He wanted to know what action 
the M.inister intended to take in regard to 
children born to people who were living 
together and who were not .married. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC I!>iSTRUCTION : 
We are not dealing with them. 

Mr. MURPHY: You are not going to ask 
everybody to show a marriage certificate. 
If the inspector does, he will get murdered. 

Mr. LAND : Why should children be 
brought into this world by men and women 
and have no name? Why should a woman, 
after marriage, be allowed to leave her 
husband and live with another man and 
have children to l1im? That was one o;f the 
worst possible things that could happen. If 
the Hon. the Minister was desirous of looking 

[Mr. Lesina. 

after the interests of the children, those 
were the children who should be cared for. 
No people should be allowed to live to­
gether and have children when they ha~ no 
name to give them. What was the differ­
ence between a prostitute and ':!- w.om~n w_ho 
was living with a man-who hved With him 
perhaps a month or a year and then left 
him and lived with another man and had 
children to him ? It was worse than pros­
titution. 

Mr. WIENHOLT (Fassifern) pointed ~ut 
that if the words " bad repute" were m­
serted instead of the word "prostitute" it 
was only anticipating what was coming on in 
paragraph (d). It seemed to him the hon. 
member was right to object to . the word 
"prostitute," but the proper thmg wo'!ld 
be to omit the whole paragraph, otherwise 
the provision would be duplicated. 

Mr. THEODORE: What the hon. mem­
ber for Fassifern had pointe~ ~mt was . ob­
vious. He took it that the Mm1ster de~I~ed 
in that interpretation to give tho defimtwn 
of " neglected child" as complete as pos­
sible. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
That is so. 

Mr THEODORE : The Minister could do 
that . without using the term "prostitute" 
by omitting all the words after ."brothel" 
in subclause (3). A neglected child would 
then be "a child who habitually begs or 
receives alms, or a child who associates or 
dwells with any person who durmg. the 
preceding twelve months has been conywted 
of vagrancy and is known to the police to 
be a person of bad repute," which would· 
include prostitutes. A person kno~n to the 
police to be of bad repute _would mclude a 
person known to be a prostitute, and, there­
fore, it was absolutely unnecessary . to use 
that term. As the term was a particularly 
objectionable one, and there w>;s. no n~ces­
sity to use it, he thought the JYlmister might 
well comply with the suggestwn made. 

Mr. ADAMSON: In bringing up this 
matter he had done so in the interests of 
the children. A man who was designated 
by the term he had used was no more fit to 
have control of children than a woman who 
was designated by the term used in tJ:;.e sub­
clause. He held that men of the loi_Jd he 
had indicated had no right to have c~Ildren 
to bring up, particularly female .chi~dren. 
and a man who acted in the way mdwated 
had just as much right to be driven ~m_t of 
·social life as the women. The Mmister 
talked about a woman getting ou_t of that 
kind· of thing. Everyone knew that a 
woman who fell in that matter had ?O 
chance-she ·had for ever to suffer somal 
ostracism, and that is where they s~?uld 
apply the words of the Great Master, He 
who is without sin, let him cast the first 
stone." There was too much talk like that 
of the hon. member for Clermont about the 
meaning of terms. The meaning of a term 
would be interpreted by the context,, and 
the meaning- of the term ought to be mter­
preted by the context. 

Jlirr. RYAN (Barcoo) was in sympathy 
with the idea expressed by the hon. member 
for Rockhampton, and also with the ex­
pressions of the hon. member for Kennedy. 
He thought the Minister ought to be con­
gratulated upon the knowledge he had 
Ehown of the history of the particular sub-
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ject dealt with in subclause {c). Perhaps 
the idea of the han. member could be best 
met by omitting the whole subclause. If 
they left in the words " Dwells in any re­
puted brothel," it would be necessary to 
leave in the remainder of the clause, be­
cause a brothel contained more than one 
prostitute, and consequently it was neces­
sary to put in the remainder of the clause 
to cover the case of a child living with a 
prostitute who was living by herself. He 
.could see a great difference between a child 
living with a prostitute with whom men 
associated promiscuously and the case of a 
child living with a man who associated with 
such a woman, and the;·efore he could see 
some reason for the subclause. It was the 
home life of the child they wanted to pro­
tect, and he thought it would be admitted 
by every han. member that a prostitute was 
a person of bad repute. Consequently the 
object of subclause (c) was met by sub­
clause (tl) :-

" AsRociates or dwells with any person who 
during the last preceding twelve months has 
been cnnvicted of vagrancy, or who is known to 
the police or to the department to be of bad 
r~pute, or to be a habitual drunkard." 

He suggested the addition to that subclause 
of the words " whether such person is the 
parent of sucl-, child or not," as suggested by 
the hon. member for Kennedy. The word 
"prostitute" had .a perfectly plain meaning 
in legal terminology. It meant "' female 
person who .allowed promiscuous intercourse 
with her, independent of any particular 
liking for any particular individual, and such 
a person was surely a person of bad repute. 
Consequently the objection of the hon. mem­
bers for Rockhampton, Kennedy, and Woo­
thakata wou:d be met by omitting the whole 
of subclause {c), which was not essenti·al. If 
he thought it was, he would not argue .as he 
was .doing. But, if any part of the subclaus·e 
was left in, the whole of it must be left in. 

Mr. BOUCHARD (Brisbane South) did 
not agreE> with the han. member for Barcoo. 
The suggestion the hon. member ha.d made 
would not meet the case at all. If the hon. 
member read subclause {d), he would find 
that it was necessary that a child should have 
been living with a "person of bad repute " 
for a period of twelve months. 

Mr. RYAN: Not at all. The child might 
only have lived with such a person for five 
minutes. 

Mr. BOUCHARD : It was entirely a 
matter of sentiment. The term used was one 
which had been used in Acts of Parliament 
almost from time immemorial. It was a 
term that was well known to ·everybody, and 
it was hardly right for hon. members to take 
up the time of the Committee in discussing 
questions of .sentiment of that kind. 

Mr. CRAWFORD (Fitz1·oy) thought they 
should not allow themselves to become too 
sanctimonious in respect of the terms they 
use.d in Acts of Parliament. Frequently it 
was complaine.d in that Chamber that Acts 
v; ere not sufficiently clear-that the phmse­
oiogy used did not convey the moo,ning it 
was intended to convey-and yet they were 
now asked to banish from a Bill •a term 
which was to be found in every dictionary of 
the English language. Whether they 
banished it from Acts of Parliament or not, 
it was a term which would be used by thB 
public when they had occasion to refer to 

the unfortunate persons to whom it was 
correctly .applied. He .did not think they 
could improve upon the phraseology of the 
subclause, no matter how euphemistically 
they might try to get round it. There could 
be no quibbling about the meaning of the 
wo!'d used, or about the object of the Bill, 
which was that children should not be 
allowed to remain in the care of persons who 
were known to be prostitutes. If there was 
any place where plain language should be 
used, it was in P·arliament when they were 
making laws, and, as the term was perfectly 
p].ain, they should adhere to it. 

Mr. LESINA: The point raised by the 
· hon. member for Brisbane South should not 
weigh witli the Committee for a moment, 
beoaLtse the clear reading of subclause (c} 
was that .a child was a neglected child if it 
lived in a reputed brothel for even five 
minutes, or with a woman who was known 
to carry on fornication as a trade, and who 
was therefore, in pl.ain English, a prostitute. 
Why should th<'y quarrel ycith the termin­
ology of the Bill, or have an academic dis­
cussion about it? Everybody knew what a 
prostitute was, .and when they found a. 
number of small children in the house of a. 
prostitute, they should be characterised as 
"neglected children," and taken away from 
her. The police would say in plain Eng:ish 
that such a woman was a prostitute, and 
would not stop to argue with "' man who 
might call her something worse. But there 
were prostitutes who di.d not live in brothels. 
There were prostitutes who anayed them­
solveq in purple and fine linen, an.d who went 
out under varied circumstances, and visited 
per•,ons of high repute in the country, and 
fared sumptuously eYery .dav. It would be 
very .difficult for the police to prove that 
such women were prostitutes, but they all 
knew what was ordinarily known by the 
term, He agreed with the hon. member for 
Barcoo that the best thing to do was to leave 
the subclause as it was. He did not think 
they caul~ improve it, and they might obscure 
the meamng 1£ thev beo-an to trv to improve it. v 0 ' 

Amendment (2ffr. O'Sulli1wn's) put and 
negatived. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY had an amendment 
to move on page 3, line 28-the omission of 
"eight" with the vi"w of inserting "seven." 
The clause read as follows:-

H Being under the age of ten years, sells or 
offers for sale, between the hours of eight 
o'clock in the evening and five o'clock in the 
nwrning, in a public place or in any place 
other than the child's home, matches, news­
papers, flower"', or any other thing whatever." 

He thought it was too long to allow children 
to be on the streets tillS o'clock in the evening, 
and personally he was inclined to make it 
ea.rlier than that, Six o'clock would be better 
than 7 o'clock, but 7 o'clock was quite late 
(lilough in summer time and too late in the 
winter time. His intention was to move that 
''five" be omitted with a ..-iew of inserting 
'r six," so that children should not be on the 
street earlier than " six " nor Ia ter than 
"seven," which was quite late enough. He 
moved that " eight " be omitted. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: He would accept the amend­
ment " six.'' 

OPPOSITION i\ILilMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Amendment agreed to. 

Han. K. M. Grant.] 
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Mr. MANN would like to ask the Minister 
why children of ten years of age should be 
allowed to go out selling these things at. all? 
lt ought to be stopped--they ought to be 
at schooL Children should not have to go 
on the streets to sell flow ars during the day, 
when they ought. to be at school. It "as a 
great mic;takc to allow children under ton 
year, of age to be outside s:elling anything. 

Mr. MORGAN (1lfurillu) pointed out that 
a hardship would be imposed on some 
children who earned money by sc lling papers 
by altering it from 5 o'clock in the morning. 
fl2re in Brisbane boys hvelve or fourteen 
years of age went to the newspaper office 
very early. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC lNSTRUOTIOK: 
This is under ten. 

Mr. LESINA: It was a regrettable thing 
that thpy had to legislate to prevent children 
under ten doing this kind of work. FaJCcy 
such a thing in a rich land like this, " flowing 
with milk and honey!'' The Scottish Agricul­
tural Commission set forth the glorious rich­
ness and we:tlth of this "Land of Canaan," 
and members were now enga~ed in the task of 
preventing little children under ten going out 
and making a living after 8 o'clock at night 
and before 5 o'clock in the morning. Talk 
about t.hc capitalist being built up on the 
labour of exploited children ! There was an 
ex:1mple of it. It was enough to bring tears 
of blood from the ordinary man, and yet 
rich meml::ers sitting in the Chamber exprecsed 
no surprise at all. It. was an astounding fact 
-children going to work from 5 o'clock in 
the morning till 8 o'clock at night to bring 
in a few pence for their parenh! Did the 
people of London or Glasgow know that 
little children must be preventPd by Act of 
Parliament, otherwise they would go out 
like that to earn half-a-crown? Yet we had 
a whole heap of democratic legislation on 
our statute-bvok, and there was a Common­
wealth Labour Government, but we had to 
specially l<>gislate in that direction. He would 
like it to be provided that no child under four­
teen years of age should be allowed to engage 
in any kind of trade after 8 o'clock at night. 
A child of eleven, or ten years and cne 
week, "ould under this Bill be able to go 
into the streets after 8 o'clock at night and 
sell till 12 o'clock at night. Let them tl·y and 
realise what, it meant. Here were half a 
dozen little boys, ten or eleven years of age, 
slinking about outside the hotels trying to 
get rid of papers, down clark lanes playing 
"two-up," gambling with cards, listening to 
bad language-all these things being im­
pressed upon their plastic minds at a time 
when they should be far removed from such 
a temptation. And yet they went no further 
than asking that they be not permitted to 
do this if they were under ten years of a~e, 
after 8 o'clock at night, of before 5 in the 
morning. He would not be doing his duty 
if he did not suggest to the Minister that he 
should adopt a much higher standard. He 
did not think any boy under the age of 
fourteen, or any girl either, should be per­
mitted to hawk these things in the street. 
Who was it that wanted the labour of these 
children? W a~ it the rich daily newspapers? 
Did they want to ]'lush their rags about the 
str•Jets-the Telcqrnph, Courier, Daily Mail, 
and other umpeakable rags-t.o sell them 
about +he streets of Brisbane between 8 o'clock 
and 12 o'clock at night? Or was it to hawk 
fruit, or tapes and laces, and things like 

(.Mr. ll! ann. 

that? Surely we could dispense with the 
labour of these littJe children! They had 
wasted an hour to-night discussing the ques­
tion whether they should call a prost,Jtute a 
prootitute, or something else. Here was a 
chance for the reformatory zeal of the hon. 
member for Rockhamptoa! Let, him ctep 
into the breach. Let him charge down up::;n 
this manifest injustice, and get the age raised 
to fourteen years, and they would arise and 
call him biessed. (Laughter.) He (:\Ir. 
Lhina) could not do it bec.cusP; he ~ad 
raired; there would be nothmg m movmg 
an amendment which he could not vote for. 
But. that was no reason why, if this matter 
-.··ac< an open question-if o_ther hon. membe:-s 
were not tied to the chanot wheels of the1r 
party, if they were not frighter;ed to exercise 
their indop,mdencn on an occaswn hke thJS­
thcv should not say that no children under 
fou'J.·te·,n years of ago should be allowed to 
p;o selling things after 8 o'clock at nirrht. 
His objection was based on exactly the same 
groctnds as he objected to little children 
being swoat~d in the cow country-litth 
children teat-pulling from 4 o'clock in the 
morning. He did not, desire to discuss the 
question in view of tho pair he had given. 
This •vas an instance which it app3ared to 
him was worthy of a spDcial effort. If there 
was no clamour or public demand for the 
labour nf these children. this ":lS the time 
to prove it. Had any deputations . come to 
the Minister t.o ask him to permit children 
eleven years of agG to work till 11 o'clock at 
night selling newspapers, and if not, why 
should they not make an effort to stop it? 
It might be said that little boys who were 
engaged in this t.rade might be placed in a 
peculiar position. He would like to commend 
this mattBr to the earnest consideration of 
hon. members to see if it was not possible to 
move an amendment to make it fourteen. 

Mr. D. HuNTER: Thirteen will do. 

Mr. LESINA: Tllirteen was an unlucky 
number. 

Mr. 2\lANN: The hon. member for Cler­
tpont. having paired, could not, if he moved 
the amendment, vote for it. He would point 
out that it was a matter of courtesy to pair 
with Government members. In New South 
Wales, Mr. Meehan, who fell from the 
stairs, got a pair from a Liberal member. 

Mr. CoYNE: What has this to do with the 
question? 

Mr. MuRPHY interjected. 
Mr. COYNE: Why does he not speak for 

himself? 
2\lr. MURPHY: You chaps do not always 

speak for yourselves. 
The CHAIRMAN: Order 

Mr. MANN: On behalf of the hon. mem­
ber for Clermont, he would move that the 
word "ten" be omitted, with the view of in­
serting the word " fourteen." 

Mr. MULLAN: Why not ask the hon. mem­
ber for Charters Towers to ask leave to 
withdraw his amendment? 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: He had no objec­
tion to withdrawing his amendment tem­
porarily to enable the hon. member for 
Cairns to move his amendment. (Hear, 
hear !) 

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 

Mr. MANN thanked the hon. member for 
Charters Towers for having withdrawn his 
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amendment. He moved the omission of the 
word " ten" from line 27 with the view of 
inserting "fourteen." That would meet the 
cases of all children going to school. An 
amendment would be moved later on to 
omit the word "thirteen" with the view of 
inserting " fourteen," and if he made it 
thirteen now it would mean that they wc-ul:! 
ha Ye some difficulty in getting their subse­
quent amendment accepted. 

Mr. ALLAN (Brisbane South) moved that 
the word "ten" be omitted with the view 
-of insPrting "thirteen." 

Mr. LESIX.1: There is the capitalist talk­
ing. 

The CHAIRMAN : Let us create the 
blank first by omitting tho word "ten." 

Question-That the word "ten" proposed 
to be omitt<xl stand part of the c:ause--put 
and negatived. 

Mr. MANN moved that the blank be filled 
by the insertion of the word " fourteen." 

Mr. ALLAN moved that the blank be 
filled by the insertion of the word "twelve." 
Fourteen was too high, and he thought 
twelve was enough. 

Mr. THEODORE: Then you think it a fair 
thing for children twehe years of age to 
be on the streets at night selling news­
papers ? 

Mr. ALLEN (Bulloo) understood there 
was to be an amendment of the Education 
Act to increa.se the compulsory school age 
from thirteen to fourteen, and as, under the 
-!factories and ~hops Act, boys could not go 
mto factones till they were fourteen, was it 
a fair thing to allow them to sell news­
papers on the streets at night before they 
were fourteen ? On behalf of the news­
papers mem):Jers ~pposite were getting up 
and advocatmg child labour because it was 
cheap labour. Hon. members opposite wanted 
children twelve years of age to be per­
mitted to sell papers at night. What a nice 
thing for this great State of Queensland, 
which members opposite were continually 
mowing about ! They we-re practically told 
that it was not right to prohibit child 
labour. They had got farmers' unions which 
alleged that the dairying industry could not 
lY.l carried on without child labour. They 
were told that Queensland was -a fine field 
for immigration, yet the dairying industry 
ooul-cl not get on without child labour. 

Mr. MORGA:;-: Their own children. 

Mr. ALLEN: A man had no more right 
to sweat his own children than anyone else's. 
They had no right to allow children to sell 
newspapers in the str-eet at night. How couid 
they se:J newspapers in the streets all night 
and then go to school next morning, as they 
would have to do if the Education Act were 
amend9d by increasing the age to fourteen? 
He hoped the House would show its good 
sense by accepting the amendment of the 
hon. member for Cairns. 

Mr. PAYNE (Mitchell) supported the 
amendment of the hon. member for Cairns, 
as that would mean that no child under the 
age of fourteen years could sell newspapers 
in the streets between 8 o'clock at night and 
5 o'clock in the morning. He thought four­
teen was young enough tor any child to be 
in the streets after those hours. 

Mr. D. HUNTER (Woolloongabba): Mem­
bers did not seem to realise what they were 
doing. They were framing a clause to de­
clare what was a neglected child if he was 
out after certain hours. If they accepted 
the amendment of the hon. senior member for 
South Brisbane, it would mean that any 
child one week ovct the age of twelve Y.ears 
could with the consent of the House, m a 
Chris~ian country like Queensland,. remain 
in the streets selling newspapers till 1~ or 
12 o'clock at night. \<Vas that a fair thmg? 
He would even favour making the age fifteen, 
as there was no regulation to prevent chil­
dren from being out at any hour at all. He 
supported the amendment to fix the age at 
fourteen. 

Mr. HAMILTON wus going to support tho 
am<:>ndment for the higher age. He was 
surpri_,ed at the amendment of tho hon. 
member for South Brisbane, who seemed to 
take a great intere>t in all Christian work 
for the uplift,ing of humanity-an amendment 
t-o lernlise a child-a girl-a little over 
twelve ye.tr-, of age going on the str<;e~s at 
night selling flowers or matches for a hvmg. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 

Xo! 
,. Mr. HAJVIIL~O:N: Certainly-if :o~e. was a 
nttle over twe.~.ve years of age~l! 1t was 
only a week ddor than twelve-she could be 
out selling matches or flowers. It was 'a 
cru-el, shan1eful thing. No member ·would 
like to sec a girl of his own oat till 12 
o'clock at night or 1 o'clock in the morning 
selLing mat.ches for a living. 

Mr. ALLAN said he would withdraw the 
amendment fixing the age at twelve years. 
He would certainly oppose any girl of any 
-age being out selling things in the street at 
mght. (Hear, hear !) 

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 

Question-That the word "fourteen" be 
inserted-put and passed. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY moved the omission 
of " eight." in line 28, with the view of in­
serting " seven." 

Question-That the word proposed to be 
omitted stand part of the· clause-put .and 
negatived. 

Mr. LESINA: This part of the dause 
would allow a boy of fourteen years of age, 
between the hours of 7 o'clock in the 
evening and 5 o'clock in the morning, to 
sell matches, flowers, newspapers, or any 
other thing. Under the Factories and Shops 
Act they had gone so far as to prevent 
a struggling lone widow from keeping open 
a little shop in the suburbs and selling a 
candle or a box of matches to a belated 
citiz<m; yet it was now proposed to allow 
a boy or a girl of fourteen years to go out 
srelling matches between the hours he had 
mentioned. He wanted to know why matches 
should be sold after the shops were shut. 
Let them be logical. If they prevented the 
ool-e of matches between certain hours in one 
case, let them prevent it in the other case' 
The boy might be doing it to get pocket 
money, whereas the widow might be doing it 
for a living. And who wanted flowers after 
f o'clock at night? Why should a child of 
fourteen years be compelled to carry a basket 
of button-holes after 8 o'clock? Incidentally 
>a boy might dive into -a billiard saloon with 
u basket of flowers, or ,a girl might do the 

Mr. Lesina.] 
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same thing. He saw no necessity for people 
t<; buy flowers after 8 o'clock at night from 
mther a boy or a girl, and, in his opinion 
it should be prohibited. It was enough u; 
hav-e one's toes trodden on in the gal:ery of 
the theatre by the boys bringing round ice· 
creams or other things, and he did not see 
why chi:dren should be ·allowed to sell 
flowers or other things on the streets at 
night. ,Why .should a wealthy newspaper 
oorporatwn hke the Courie1· when the 
widow's shop was shut, have' their news­
papers sold on the streets by children 1 
These papers told lies about politicians­
(iaughter)-and why should boys be allowed 
to sell them in this way'! This c:ause 
•affor~ed .a splendid . opportunity of getting 
at this big corporatwn, ·and they ought to 
stop the sale of the cursed rag by children 
after 8 o'clock at night. (Laughter.) Why 
should papers be sold after 8 o'clock at night 
~y anyone 1 He could get the so-called even­
mg papers whore he lived at 4 o'clock in the 
'fternoon, .and he saw no rooson whv chi!· 
dren fourteen years of age should be 'selling 
them after 8 o'clock. He would r.ather see 
boys !lnd gi,rls fourt~en years ~f •age at the 
techmcal co,lege or m some brrght reading· 
room, >yhere they would be improving them­
selv<;s, mste&d of having to oarry round the 
sordid rags of a bloated newspaper company. 
That was ~n asr:ect of the matter that de­
served consideratiOn. 

. Question-That the word proposed to be 
1nserted be so inserted-put •and pac 3ed. 

~r. ~~~STANLEY. moved the omission 
?f fiv!", m lme 29, With the view of insert­
lng "SIX." 

Amendment agreed to. 

M;; RY~AND moved that the word "thir­
~een .on 1/,ne 34 be omitted with the view of 
~nsertmg fou~teen." Fourteen was becom­
mg the reoogmsed school age. It had been 

twelve years in the past, but it was 
[9 p.m.] now agreed that the years be-

tween twelve and fourteen were 
the most profitable in a child's school career 
so that he hoped the Minister would accept 
the .amendment. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: He could not accept the 
amendment at the present time not that he 
though~ fourteen was too high an ~ge, but be­
cause It. was. not desirable to deal with the 
matter m this measure. He hoped to have 
th_e p.Jeasu~e of introducing an Education 
~Ill, ~n wh:ch they should bring Queensland 
mto !me with the other States, and make the 
school ag': fourteen years, but they could not 
do that m the present Bill. He therefore 
suggest<;d that the han. member should with­
dra;v his amendment, with the view of pro· 
posmg an amendment which would make 
the age correspond with the school age. 

Mr. RY~AND: With the permission of 
the Committee, he would withdraw his 
amendment, in order to amend the clause 
as suggested by the Minister. 

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION. moved that the words "under 
the a&"e of thi:·teen _years" be omitted, with 
the view of msertmg the words "of the 
compulsory school age." 

Amendment agreed to. 

[Mr. Lesina. 

Mr. MANN did not like the latter part 
of paragraph (j), as it left too much room 
for the possible arrest of a decent girl. This 
paragraph empowered a ;policeman to arrest, 
a,s a neglected chi,d, a girl who-
•· in a public place, by day or night solicits 
men or otherwise behaves in an indecent, im­
proper, or dit:orderly manner, or by night 
habitually wanders or loiters without reason­
able cause.·· 
Th£· first part of the paragraph down to­
and including " disorderly manner " was all 
rig·ht, but it would be wise to omit the 
words "or by night wanders or loiters with­
out reasonable cause." If those words were 
retained, a policeman might arrest a girl 
who did not "habitually loiter," but whom 
he had seen loitering on one occasion, and 
he might take her to the watchhouse. In· 
spector Wyness, in Aberdeen, got into 
trouble on one occasion through one of his 
constables arresting a dressmaker who was 
going home with a dress to one of her cus­
tomers, and who stopped to look into a 
shop window. While he agreed that it was 
desirable to give the police all the power 
necessary to deal with children who wan­
dered about for immoral purposes, he 
thought that paragraph (j) was rather 
loosely drafted, and that the Minister would 
act wisely if he omitted the latter clause. 
A girl might have an hour or half an hour 
to wait for a train, and she might prefer 
to spend the time looking at the shops in 
the street to waiting on the station, but, 
if the paragraph was passed as it stood, she 
would in so doing run the risk of being 
arrested. He moved the omission of the 
words "or by night habitually wanders or 
loiters without reasonable cause." The sub­
clause would be strong enough without those 
words. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION pointed out that a child was 
defined as a girl under the apparent age of 
seventeen years. The subclause was exactly 
the same as in the South Australian Act. 
He point-ed out that at the conference, at 
which there were delegates from all the 
States of the Commonwealth, the South Aus· 
tralian Act was taken as a basis for any 
proposed legislation in any other State. 
After all said and done, he did not know 
that a girl under seventeen years of age 
should be allowed to habitually wander about 
the streets at night. 

Mr. MANN: A girl might do it once, and 
a policeman may mistake her for someone 
else. 

Mr. MuRPHY: A policeman nearly arrested 
me one night. (Laughter.) 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: They must give some credit 
for common sense to the officers of the 
department who had to administ<Jr the Act. 
He thought the words were very r•ecessary. 

Mr. MANN: That might be all very well, 
but, as the member for Croydon mentioned, 
he was very nearly arrested on one occasion. 
'l'he offence was: a policeman had a prisoner, 
and the han. member for Croydon spoke to the 
prisoner, and the policeman said, " If you 
do not go away I will run you in." The 
member for Croydon did not know that the 
man was a prisoner. 

Mr. l\1URPHY: He was a Pressman. 

Mr. MANN: He was a newspaper man, and 
the hon. member for Croydon wanted some 
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information, and a policeman like that might 
run ·in aJ girl who resisted his advances, and 
he might claim that she was in the habit of 
wandarmg about the streets and that kind 
of thing. The girl might be going home 
from work every night, and might have 
been in the habit of looking in shop windows. 
Most persons, if they had a few minutes to 
spare, would turn round and look in at the 
shop windows, and no harm was done. He 
hoped the Minister would accept the amend­
ment\ be?ause the subclause was strong 
enough w1thout those words. If a g-irl be­
haved in an in1proper, indeeent, 'or dis­
orderly manner, that was sufficient. 

Mr. MORGAN thought the hon. member 
for Cairns was going too far. The police 
might arrest any man in the street at the 
present time, and the same thing Dj.pli,cd to 
w'?men under the pre·ent laws. A policeman 
tmght go up to a women at present and 
arrest her, and she had to prove that she 
was respectable. 

ii.Ir. MuRPHY: It is pretty rough on a 
woman to have to go t.-o court to prove she 
is respectable. 

i'.lr. MORGAN: It was the same all the 
world over. 'I'he police were there to do 
their duty, and if they exceeded their duty, 
they were dealt with severely. The subclau'e 
read "or by night habitually wanders or 
loiters without reasonable cause." That, was 
plain enough for anybody. He thought that 
there should be some control over girls 
under seventeen, in the large towns especi­
ally. as that was just a bad age, as uwn of 
oxpenence !mew. He was sure that tho 
Queensland police compared favourably with 
the police in other parts of the world. 

Mr. COYNE : He would support the 
amendment as the words were entirely vr;­
necessary. He did not know why it was, but. 
when anything was brought down for discus· 
sion, the whole thing seemed to rest on 
whether a' policeman was intelligent or not, 
What had that to do with the matter? 
No matter how intelligent a man was, no 
such power as was given under this clauso 
should be placed in his hands. Take the 
most intelligent man in the force, as the hon. 
member for Cairns had stat-ed, his advances 
might have been resented by a certain girl­
he was only waiting till the end of the month 
to leave the force, and he took hold of that 
respectable girl and locked her up. Where 
could she p1·ove that she had a reasonable 
excuse for wandering about the street? Only 
in the police court. And the fact of her 
having been locked up might tend to ruin 
that girl for all time. There was quite 
sufficient power placed in the hands of the 
pohce under subclause (f). If theY b·"haved 
in an indecent or disorderly manner, that 
wo.s all the police wanted to justify arrest. 

.Mr. PAYNE thought the Minister would 
be wise in accepting the amendment. To 
him there was a vagueness about the words­
there was no c,•rtainty which way they read. 
Tne paragraph read " or by night habitually 
wanders or loiters without reasonable cause." 
·what did they call " loitering "? Suppose a 
yonng girl was looking in a window, would 
they call that loitering? If a girl said she 
was looking in a window, would that be 
taken as a reasonable excuse? The latter 
part of subclause (j) was unnecessary, and 
it was only loading the Bill up '"ith 1 iJC€1'-

1911-3 A 

tainties. He did not want to say anything 
indifferent or good about the police. He 
supposed there were some good men among 
the Police Force, but there were r,wn in the 
Police Force who were iust as l1able to rrake 
mistakes as any man in' Queensland. 

Mr. MuRPHY: And just as shortsighted. 

Mr. PAYNE: Some of them wilfully made 
mistakes, too. 

The HOME SECRETARY: No, no! 

l\lr. PAYNE: He was speaking of what 
he knew. He was not there to say anything 
unkind about the police, as he had been very 
fortunate through life. 

Mr. MuRPHY: Y;ou are very lucky. 

lVIr. PAYNE said no ooliceman had ever 
had the pleasure of putting his hand on him, 
and he was not saying that he did not 
deserve it. (Laughter.) It was not necessary 
to give the polio~ the power proposed to be 
given in the latter part of the subclause. 
There was no sense in it, and he r.-peated 
that the l\Iinister would be wise to accept 
th_e amendment. 

Mr. D. HUNTER had no hesitation in 
saying that he intended to support the sub­
clause as it stood, as it would exercise .a 
deterrent effect upon young girls who ~ere 
inclined to run about the streets at n1ght 
lojtering and probably getting into mischief. 
It. was better to give the police power to say 
to such a girl, " If vou don't go home, I 
shaii have to run you 'in," than to have that 
girl loitering about the "treets at mght. 

Mr. PAYNE : How would you like a polioo­
man to say that to your daughtor? 

Mr. D. HUNTER: If a daughter of his 
was in the habit of loitering about the streets 
at night, he would be only too glad if a 
policeman said such •a thing to her. He 
thought any decent man would welcome such 
a provision. If they had any confidence in 
the police, it was a very good power to place 
in their hands. \Vhen they came to discuss. 
tne Police Estimates, bon. members were in 
the habit of telling them what confidence 
they had in the Police Force. 

Mr. ALLEN: In some of them. 

Mr. D. HUNTER: There w1as a bad one 
here and there, just as there was in all 
classes of society. 

Mr. ALLEN: They are not bad-they are 
tactl·ess. 

Mr. D. HUNTER: There were a great 
many young girls who were tactless, toe, and. 
who liked to run about the streets ,at night, 
and it would be much better for them if tho 
police were given the power to warn them 
that they would be ,arrested if they did not 
go horne. They had just agreed that boys 
under fourte.en years of age should not sell 
papers on the stre0ts after 7 o'clock at night, 
and it was much more neoessary to keep girls 
Dff the streets after dark. When they reached 
the ag·e of sevente?n years, they were free to 
do as they liked. He did not care whether. 
ho was called a "v.rowser " or not; he \vas 
going to vote for the clause as it stood. 

Mr. LENNON was of opinion that the 
S<lbclause should be allowed to remain ·a;; it 

Mr. Lennon..:! 



754 State Children Bill. [ASSEMBLY.J $tate children Btlt. 

was. For the protection of the girls then' 
selves, without any regard to what an evil 
minded policBman might do to them, it was 
better to leave it as it was, and not allo" 
young girls to loiter habitually about the 
streets at night without reasonable cause. lf 
they were waiting for a train or a tram, it 
was not likely they would be m·rBsted, and 
they should try to do away with the habit 
girls might have of loitering 'about at night. 
It was certainly a great danger to a girl to 
do that. He considered tho subclause was a 
very wise one, and he would vote against the 
amendment. 

Mr. MA)IN pointed out that very often 
there was a shortage of trams. He had seen 
three or four crowded trams come along, say, 
for Ipswich road, and girls had been unable 
to get into any one of them. A g1rl got tired 
standing in the one p;ace in Queen street, 
and if she walked round the corner, and a 
policeman saw her do that three or four 
times, he might arrPst her on ,a charge of 
loitering. He might not know that everv 
evening she was unable to get into a tram: 

Mr. MuRPHY: That often happens. You 
cannot get into a tram about 6 o'clock at 
night. Sometimes you have to wait until 
about 8 o'clock. 

The HOAfE SECRETARY: She will have 
'' reasonable cause" then. 

Mr. MANN: She might have a reasonable 
cause, but if a policeman wanted to win his 
case he might say that he saw a tram goina 
to her destination in which there was roo~ 
He had had occasion to go out to Ipswich 
road somBtimes, ,and he had had to wait 
from beforB 6 o'clock until nearly 8 o'clock 
before he could get into a car. He did not 
like to staJ:d in the one place all the time, 
,and, knowmg that ,another car would not 
come along for ten minutes, hB took a stroll 
and came back to where he was before'. A 
girl might do the same thina three or four 
times, because, unless you "went half-way 
down Queen street, you could not get into a 
car, as they were all crowdBd by the time 
they got to the bridge. From 5 o'clock till 7 
o'clock it was very hard to get a car. 

Mr. BRENNAN: A policeman could not 
touch hDr at those hours. 

Mr. MANN: There was no time men­
tioned. The wording of the clause was " or 
by night habitually wanders or loiters." 
Supposing she was employed in one of the 
numerous shops in the city, and had to catch 
a car on a Friday night, she might have to 
wait about until after 10 o'clock before she 
could get into one. 

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER : Then she has 
" reasonable cause." 

Mr. MANN: Every hon. member would 
admit that from 5 till 7 o'clock and after 
the shops closed on Friday night it was very 
hard to get a car. He hoped the Minister 
would accept the amendment. 

Mr. MURPHY: It seemed to him that 
the whole trend of legislation nowadays was 
to make people prove their innocence. In 
the old days the Crown had to prove a man 
guilty, but in most measures that had been 
introduced recently the accused person had 
to prove his innocence. 

Mr. LESINA: That is the French system. 

[Mr. Lennorh 

Mr. MURPHY: It was the Russian sys­
tem too, but it was a rotten system. He 
was against the overturning of the good old 
British system. Hon. members on the front 
Treasury bench declaimed about the~r loyalty 
when it suited them, but he believed m 
being loyal to the good old British institu­
tions which had stood the test of centunes. 

The HoME SECRETARY : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. MURPHY: There was no claptrap 
loyalty about him in that respect. He was 
not in favour of introducing French law or 
Russian law into Queensland. The amend­
ment was a reasonable one, and did not ask 
the Minister to drop any of the fundamental 
principles of the Bill. It was intended to 
safeguard the liberty of girls. They knew 
that the climate of Queensland was not hke 
the climate in other parts of Australia, and 
the Government had opened the Gardens at 
night and lighted them with electricity in 
order that the people of Brisbane, incl?ding 
the children, might have an opportumty_ of 
going there on a summer night and sta:;nng 
until 10 o'clock. ·where were the working­
class girls to go ? If hon. members would 
move in tlw direction of compellmg land­
lords to provide better houses, there would 
be some sense in it. The working classes 
had to go out at night. The hovels in which 
some of thorn lived would drive anybody 
out. 

Mr. D. HUNTER: \Ve are going to alter 
that. 

Mr. MURPHY: He hoped the Govem· 
ment would do something in that direction, 
as it was badly wanted. If it came to a 
division, he would vote for the amendment. 
It was very desirable that the Home Secre­
tary should make the gaols more C0'11fort­
able than they had been, because with the 
legislation they were putting through most 
of them would be in gaol shortly. (Laughter). 

The HOilfE' SECRETARY: I will have a special 
cell prepared for the hon. member. 

Mr. COLLINS (Burke) intended to sup­
port the amendment, because, like others, he 
thought we should not want this legislation 

if we had proper economic con­
[9.30 p.m.] ditions. It was the Lad c-c·cLomic 

conditions which made g-irls go on 
the street soliciting at night time, and until 
we changed the economic conditions it 
might be that some of them would pave to 
continue soliciting. At the same time, he 
was not in favour of penalising tLe v:<:'rking­
class girls. It might not be necessary for 
the well-to-do girls to wander about the 
streBts, but, as pointed out by the loon. mem­
ber for Croydon, there were many yonng girls 
in Brisbane-sometimes two of t'lem. he be­
lieved, living in one roon;-and where did 
they go and spend their tune? Und.er this 
particular clause it migJ::t be that 1~ they 
were looking in a shop wmdow, or l01termg 
too long, they could be arrested as. being 
neglected children. He, for one, d1d not 
want to cnrtail the privileges of working­
class girls who had to walk up a!'d J.ow!' 
our streets owing to bad economiC condi­
tions. 

Mr. COYNE hoped hon. members would 
not be misled by thinking that this amend­
ment of the hon. member for Cairns would 
allow girls to solicit in the street, because 
that was already provided for. 

Mr. LESINA: It is provided for in the 
Police Offences Bill. 
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Mr. COYNE: That was clearly provided 
here, and the hon. member did not J.eaire 
to dispute that. He thought everybody 
agreed with such a provision as that, but 
>the trouble with him was that young wom8n 
·could be arrested for loitering or wander­
ing. \Vhat was the definition of "wander­
ing and loitering" about the street? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
'They must be under the age of seventeen. 

Mr. COYNE : Quite so, and they got 
•quite as respectable a girl under seventeen 
.as over seventeen, who might be looking in 
.a shop windo1-v. 

Mr. MURPHY: Waiting for a girl friend 
to come along. 

Mr. COYNE: It appeared to him that 
the terms "loitering and wandering" might 
be construed widely by officious policemen 
in this connection, as an illegal assembly 
would be in a strike time, when three per­
-sons got locked up for being in an illegal 
assembly, and were remanded from week to 
week, or for conspiracy, and all that kind 
of thing. It seemed to him that this was 
in the same category. 

Mr. MURPHY: Just have a look at the de­
finition of "public place." 

Mr. COYNE: He had looked for a defini­
·tion of " night,, and could not find it. It 
n1ight mean after sunset. \V e had a very 
early sunset in winter-at half-past 5 or 6 
-o'clock-which would be too eadv to run 
anybody in because he happened to be walk­
ing about the street. 

Mr. MANN: It may be a park. 

Mr. COYNE: It might be the Botanic 
Gardens. He would like to see something 
<lone with our Botanic Gardens, the same 
as was done in Sydney and other places­
·that was to pull down the fence and leave 
it open to the public. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. COYNE: They should be able to 
iake advantage of that park the same as 
.any other park in Sydney. 

Mr. CORSER: The Botanic Gardens in 
Sydney are not open, they are closed at 6 

·o'clock. 

Mr. COYNE: Hyde Park in Sydney was 
·open all hours of the day and night; there 
were no rails at all, and it was just as well 
·carried on as the Botanic Gardens hPre. 
It appeared to him that this was loading 
the Bill up; he did not know whether it 
was pandering to a certain section of tha 
public. 

Mr. MuRPHY: It is the poor man's girl 
tho.t will always be penalised. 

Mr. COYNE: Yes, he was just going to 
refer to that. There would be certain sec­
tions of the communitv-people who clubbed 
together and called themselves social purists, 
and all that sort of thing. He claimed that 
if ninety-nine g-irls were guilty of wandering 

. and loitering about the streets for improper 
purposes and escaped from justice, th11.t 
would be more than counteracted if they 
'locked up one innocent girl charged with 
this offence, because it would ruin that girl's 
reputation for life. He wanted to provide 
·for that, and that was the reason why he 
'voted for this. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: Hon. members must not think 
that, even if a policeman accosted a girl 
and asked the reason for loitering at night, 
he would immediately lock her up. 

Mr. MuRPHY: No, but he would the 
second time. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: She simply then came under 
the definition of a neglected child. If, as 
the hon. member for vV arrego insinuated, 
they had desired to cater for a particular 
vote, they s·hould do as they now did in Tas­
mania-introduce a Culprit Bill; but, as a 
matter of fact, they had gone, to the Act in 
South Australia, where this provision had 
worked well. 

.1\Ir. MuRPHY: There is a "wowser" Go­
vernment there, you know. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: It was a Labour Govern­
ment-he did not know whether the two 
terms were synonymous or not. It was the 
same in Victoria, New South 'vVales, and 
Western Australia. It had worked well 
there, and members must not think that 
immediately after the passing of ibis Bill 
decent young girls who loitered on the way 
home looking at a shop window would imme­
diately be seized by a policeman. 

Mr. COYNE: Her liberty is in danger. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: It was ridiculous. It was 
for the protection of the girls themselves 
that this clause was in. As the hon. member 
for \Voolloongabba had said, many a poor 
girl had gone wrong by being out too much 
at night, and being under no care. 

Mr. D. HUNTER: By going to the Trades 
Hall. (Opposition dissent.) 

Mr. BARBER: You are a scavenger. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: If this clause w~s passed 
there would not be a moral revolution in 
Queensland; there would be very little 
change ; but it was desirable that we should 
have some control over these young chil­
dren. They must remember that it was not 
girls who had come to years of discretion, 
but young girls under seventeen. Members 
had now fairly discussed the matter; they 
had done very little business to-night, and 

· the clause should go through. 

Mr. MULCAHY must express regret at 
the discordant note introduced by the hon. 
member for \Voolloongabba. They did not 
want to deal with the Bill in a party sense. 
It seemed to him that ample provision would 
still be made if they left out the last two 
lines, " or by night habitually wanders or 
loiters without reasonable cause," because 
the previous part of the clause covered all 
that was required. It read-

" Being a girl, in a public place, by day or 
night solicits men or otherwise behaves in an 
jndecent, in1proper, or disorderly manner." 

Surely that gave a policeman ample 
power. It was all very well for hon. mem­
bers to say that girls would not be inter­
fered with by members of the Police Force. 
Taking the police generally, he found them 
a very efficient body of men-(hear, hear !)­
but among them they would find some very 
stupid men and some very vindictive men, 
and in the latter part of the paragraph they 

Mr. Mulcahy.] 
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were placing too much power in the hands 
of policemen to mark out and ruin any 
young girl. Once a girl was brought up 
before a court by a policeman, even if she 
was discharged, still a great number of the 
community would say that there was some­
thing wrong. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 
She will be tried m the children's court. 

Mr. MULCAHY: The Minister could not 
speak from his own personal feelings, as ho 
was not married, and had no daughters, 
but he (Mr. Mulcahy) had daughters under 
seventeen years, and they liked to look in 
the shop windows on Friday nights, and if 
any policeman interfered with them ho 
would take certain measures to stop him. 
(Hear, hear !) It was no use the Minister 
saying that nothing would happen to them. 
It., 'Yould never be the daughters of the 
pnvileged class who would be interfered 
with. It would be the daughters of the poor 
people who would be hauled over the coals 
-the daughters of the poorer classes who 
wanted to go out for a little recreation 
after a long hard day in badly ventilated 
rooms. There was ample provision in the 
clause without those words, and he sup­
ported the amendment. 

Mr. LESINA supported the amendment. 
The paragraph stated-

" ( j) Being a girl, in a public place, by day 
or night solicits men or otherwise behaves in 
an indecent, improper, or disorderly manner or 
by night habitually wanders or loiters without 
reasonable cause." 

What was a public place ? 
H " Public place " includes every road, and 

also every place of public resort open to or 
used by the public as of right: the term also 
includes-

" ( ~) Any vessel, vehicle, building, room, 
licensed premises, field, ground, park, 
r~serYe, garden, wharf, pier, jetty, 
platform, market, passage, or other 
place for the time being used for a 
public purpose or open to access by 
the public, whether on payment or 
otherwise, or open to access by the 
public by the express or tacit consent 
or sufferance of the owner, and 
whether the same is or is not at all 
times so open ; and 

" (b) Any place declared by the Governor 
in Council, by Order in Council, to be 
a public place for the purposes of this 
Act." 

Girls and young fellows loitered in Queen 
street every night in the week, and particu­
lB;rlY on Friday, Satur?ay, and Sunday 
mghts. The clause provided that any girl 
who loitered along the street with a young 
fellow backwards and forwards, " doing the 
block," as it was called, could be stopped 
by a policeman and warned that if she con­
tinued to do it she would be arrested ? 
Where else would they go to if they could 
not go along the street ? They would go 
into one of the parks. Then persons of 
unhealthy minds, and sanctimonious people 
who supported the Society for Public Mor­
ality and the "Keyhole and Gimlet Brigade," 
would tell the police that they ought to do 
their duty and arrest the girls for doing so. 
Instead of allowing the girls to walk up and 
down in the bright electric light, they were 
driving them into the dark places. They 
did not want to drive them into dark 
places, but to encourage them to keep in 
the lighted places, where they would be 

[2vf r. JJftdcahy. 

free from any harm. That was why they 
lighted their parks and had music in them 
-at least they did down South-and down 
South they also pulled down the railings 
which formerly surrounded the parks and 
now made them more homelike and open 
and free to all; not like they had in, 
Queensland, where they were railed in like 
gaols, religiously closed at 6 o'clock at 
night, when they were handed over to the 
bats, both human and otherwise, and to 
thieves and prostitutes and the scum of 
humanity. Under the clause a policeman 
might ask any girl what she was doing out 
at night; she might want to argue ths 
point, when he would grab her arm and 
run her off to the police station. At least, 
some of them would do so. Some unscru­
pulous policeman might make overtures to 
any girl. In Melbourne the police gave· 
instructions to cabmen that if the;,• allowed 
certain women to go in their cabs they 
would lose their license. The result was 
that the cabmen were suspicious of all 
women who wanted to hire a cab, and many 
respectable women were asked very per­
sonal questions by the cabmen. On one­
occasion a wife of a member of Parliament 
was questioned in that way by a cabman. 

. The more they surrounded the girls with 
limitations of any sort, the more they would 
rebel against it. They must rely o_n their 
self-respect, and not hedge them . hke the 
Turk hedged in his harem. The girl seven­
teen years of age who was caught solicit­
ing would not be taken to the children's 
court, or sent to school, but she would be 
taken to the lockup and prosecuted as a 
prostitute. In a former paragraph in that 
clause they gave power to girls of fo_urteen 
years to sell flowers and matches m the 
public streets up till 12 o'clock at night if 
they wanted to, or even till 5 o'clock the 
next morning. Yet in another paragraph 
they provided that if a girl loitered about 
shP could bs arrested by the police. A giri 
could take a basket· of flowers and stop out 
ail night and she would be protected by ths 
Bill now before them. 

Mr. MoRGAN: We can deal with that. 
under the Police Offences Bill. 

Mr. LESINA: If they passed a certain 
thing in one Act, an<~ repealed it in another, 
they were only makmg fools of themselves. 
If he were coming out of the theatrB one· 
night ,and a girl wanted to sell him some­
flowers or matches, the policeman might. 
look on her with suspicion and arrest her. 
They had given permission to girls to sell 
flowers at night, and it was quite possible for 
them to solicit under the guise of selling 
flowers in that way. They could not have 
policemen watching every girl fourteen years 
of age. Those were things which "wowscr" 
legislators attempted to do, but which they 
never would do ,as long as human nature was 
constituted as at present. Reference had 
be·en made to the Government of South 
Australia as a Labour Government. The 
V err an Government might be a Labour Go· 
vernment; but it had a tendency to do more 
harm than any other novernment by a,dopt­
ing puritanioal .and sanctimonious ideas. The 
Verran Government was bowing its head 
deeply to the wave of puritanical agitation 
that was sw~,eping all over the Australian 
Btates; and he wished the Han. the Secretary 
for Public Instruction, who was a levsl-headed 
Scotchman, would show a stiff opposition to 
these puritans who were <lttempting to· 
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trammd the personal liberty of the people 
vf the State by legislation of this descrip­
tion. He thought the clause might very well 
bo .amended as suggested by the hon. member 
for Cairns; and he hoped the good sense of 
members would cause them to see that it w.as 
so amended. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION said there was nothing new in 
the provision to which so much exception was 
taken. It was introduced in 1906 in the 
Industrial and Reformatory Schools Act. 

Mr. MANN : I opposed it then. 
The SECRETARY FOH PUBLIC IN­

STRUCTION: That was so; .and the han. 
,member was the only member who did oppose 
it. It was introduced in 1906; but none of 
,the fearful things spoken of by the hon. 
member for Clermont had happened_ Itwas 
exactly the same clause as was in the Indus­
trial and Reformatory Schools Act. 

Mr. MuRPHY: Why put it into this Bill? 
The SECHETARY FOH PUBLIC IN­

S~'RUCTION.; Because the Acts dealing 
with State chHdren were being codified and 
the Industrial .and Reformatory School~ Act 
was one of the Acts embodied in the Bill. 

Mr. ALLAN: In the best interests of girls 
<lf sevente:'n, he intended to support the 
clause 'as It stood. The great majority of 
girls were naturally modest, and not likely 
to go astray; but, in the interests of the 
wery few who might be inclined to habitually 
wander, he thought the clause was best .as 1t 
stood. 

Mr. RYAN intendoo to support the ,amend­
ment of the hon. member for Cairns, not 
because he thought it might be undesirable 
tc have persons who habitually wandered or 
loitered without reasonable cause dedared to 
be neglected children but on account of the 
wide power it would' place in the hands of 
ihe police or any authorised officer. By clause 
·zo: any <:uthorised oificer or police officer 
might, without warrant, take into custody 

:any child appearing or suspected to be a 
neg:ected child. As had already been re­
marked, rf a constable were to arrest a girl 
he believed to habitually wander about the 
mere fact of her being arr,ested would ,;,ean 
ruin to the girl. He thought there was 
sufficient protection in the earlier part of the 
paragraph-" Being a girl, in a public place, 
by day or night solicits men or otherwise 
bd1aves in an indecent, improper, or dis­
Drderly manner"; but the latter part-" or 
hy night habitually wanders or loiters without 
1·easonable cause"-was too vague. What 
would be considered reasonable cause 1 And 
~who would decide as to reasonable cause? 

An HONOURABLE MEsiBER: The policeman. 

Mr. RYAN: It might be the policeman. 
And he thought the tendency latterly had 
been to place too much onus of proof on tho 
<lefcndant. The Government, in some of 
their measures, had Introduced the principle 
"f assuming a man to be guilty until he 
,could prove that he was innocent. H{) did 
not believe in that principle; he thought the 

43nus of proof should be on the prosecutor; 
and if he could prove that a girl solicited 
men or otherwise behe.ved in 'an indecent, 
improper, or disorderly manner, it was quite 
right that she should be considered a 
neg:cct{)d child; but the mere fact that the 
police could prove that she wandered about 
:habitually should not be sufficient. 

Mr. BRENNAN: Hing the curfew! 
Mr. RYAN had too much respect for the 

good sense of the hon. member to think he 
believed in the curfew. He would support 
the amendment. -

Mr. FOLEY intended to support the 
amendment moved by the hon. member for 

Cairns. Like the han. member 
[10 p.m.] who had just sat down, be 

thought there was sufficient pro­
tection in the first part of the paragraph, 
and the last two lines might very well be 
left out. A large number of the population 
of Brisbane might be found on the stre•ets 
at night-particularly girls-at a much later 
hour than was allowed under the £ill. 
Some energetic policeman might thin';: a 
girl was loitering when she was merely on 
a message for her parents. He was of 
opinion that the morals of the young people 
were sufficiently guarded by the first f'i!rt of 
the paragraph. 

The SECRE'.rARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: Considering that there were 
very few novel features in this clause, he 
thought there had been more than a fair 
amount of discussion on it. He moved that 
the Chairman do now leave the ~hair, rrport 
progress, and ask leave to sit again. 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed. The CHAIJUIAN re­

ported progress, and the Committee obtained 
leave to sit again on Tuesday next. 

The House adjourned at one minute past 
10 o'clock. 




