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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

WEDNESDAY, 23 Ac:Gt:ST, 1911. 

The PHESIDE:\T (Hon. Sir Arthur Morgan) 
took tho chair at half-pact 3 o'clock. 

l\IETHODIST CHURCH BILL. 
SECOND READING. 

The ATTORNEY-GENEHAL (Hon. T. 
O'Sullimn) "aid: Thio Bill is intended to 
give pffcct to the dez ision oi the General 
Confcrcnc. o: thl' cliethcdist Church of Aus. 
tra!a.sia Y1·hich Wcl.8 hel~l in ~-ldda.ide on 26th 
:May, 1910. The preamble to the Bill refers 
to that decision, and sets out the facts which 
render this legislation necessary. As hon. 
gentlemen proL ablv kno\Y, the :,lethodi~t 
Church of Au,tral~sia is now divided into 
six Annual Conference<, as set out in the 
praamble-namely, the New South \Vales 
Conference, the Victoria and Tacmania Coll
ference, tho South Australian Conference 
the New Ze;1land Confenmce, the (Juoensland 
Conferenc<>, and the IV estern Australia Con
ference. The General Conference, whose de
cision I haye re-ferred to, corresponds to the 
Federal Parliament of AustraJia and the 
Annua.l Conferences correspond to.' the State 
Parlwments. The church in New Zealand 
wishes to forn1 itself into a separate church, 
with a new nan1e, and having an independent 
existence. In other words, the New Zealand 
bra.nc1

1 of the :\lcthodist Church \Vants to 
establish Home Rule, so far as church matters 
are concerned, a-nd they have evid<"ntly made 
ou\ a good case-a sufficiently good rase to 
satisfy thE> General Co.nfercncc and the .-arious 
Annual ( 'onfpJ" net'.~. I lLlY·P iu r:-n- ha11d thn 
minuft:..: of the G011cra1 Conf0renc~ to v"hich 
I have referred, and the dcci~ion of tho con
ference ~vill he fmn1el repo:tlcd on page 88 of 
those mmutes. It reads as follows:-

" '"rhc Ntw Zealand ConfC'renc> having pre
ferrul a rL qul" -t to be cmotituted an indepen
dent confcrc:aco, the G -Hera I Conference, i a 
view of the ~ .. cographit'~tl. national, and ether 
sper:ial conditions affecting Xew Zenland, con
f'f'ni' mu:mimously to the con:..;titution of such 
independent conferences, subject to the con- ent 
of each of the six Annual Conferences con
cernul, and the sanction of the Parliament of 
each of the Australian State--. and New Zealand, 
upon the following plan." 

Then the plan is set out at length in the 
1111nutes. HDn. gentlemen ·will observe that 
this consent ''vas giYen on two conditions. 
One ~ondition wa:, ihnt the ~Ol1S'3nt of each of 
the six Annual Confc-r·'nC<'S {'Jn~erncd :.houl.r:I 
be obtained. That condition has been alreadv 
complied with. The o~her condition was tha-t 
the sanction of the Parliaments of each of the 
Austraiian States and of New Zealand should 
also be obtained. That condition is now in 
process of being complied with. A similar 
n1easure to the one which is now under con
siderPvtion is being· introduced in each of the 
other States aml in the Parliament of New 
Z<>aland. I understand that the New Routh 
\V eJ,,, measure was to ha.-e been introduced 
before the pres•mt time, but I have no definite 
information 'on the subject, and prol,ablv 
owing to the political turmoil in that State 
it may be that the Bill has not yet been 
introduced. The measures to be introduced 
in all the Parliaments are precisely on the 
same lines as this Bill. I may state that I 

ha.-e the approya] of the draft of the measure 
in writing under the hand of the Rev. Dr. 
Youngr11an, who is the preSident of the 
G •neral Confc·rcnce of the ~\ldhodist Church 
of Australasia. The reason for the request 
nn the part of the :'\ ew Zealand branch of the 
church may be summed up in one word. The 
n'ason is a beographical one. There are 
1,200 miles o.f stormy sea between the main
lalld of Australia and New Zealand, and that 
physir:tl fact and the results which naturally 
flow from it constitut-, the reasons which 
make it advisable for the church in 1\'cw Zea
laud to ask for separation in church matters. 
\Yhcther it is dee ira ble in the intcr£sls of the 
dnn·ch to :1~) ~o is not ,'L 111 .trcr .~ hi{'h {.Qn_Prns 
us in any way. The governing borly of the 
church and all the parties inter<'sted think 
it is aclYi-c,tblc, a.ncl the only question for ns 
to consider is whether lP:;islatiYe a.~sistanc.e 
is nccessarv. I hrrYo nointQd out that one of 
the conditi'Ons under \:.l1ich the consent of thP 
G 'D<·r,'1l Co1dcr( llCol' v. a." fti-;-f'n 1va;:; tl1at par~ 
liamen~arY ~ ·:n.ctio:n in thr' diff0rcnt States and 
in X<'\V z,--alaud should be obtained, so that 
f:Ven if 1t wern not strictly necessa.ry fro111 th~ 
ll'gal point o.f Yicw the fact that the con,ent 
has b'"'en gin:'n snbjc( t. to that. condition 
would ju~tify us, I think, in giving 1f>£6slative 
sunction to 1Yhat is ask0d for. Bnt thc,rc is a 
furthc1.· reason for askin c; for the legisl··_tiYe 
sanction of the various 8tat0s, and that is that 
in all thB S.ta.tes thr? union o:f tho differPnt 
bodies which now form the ~fdlwdist Church 
of Australa.sia has be-en recogni·'"~d: and it has 
hPen recognisc~rl by all tlw Parliam·ent'-5 that
the 1\'ew Zealand Conference is a part of the
J\fethodist Churf'h of c\nstralasia. On that 
basis certain le<£i~lation has be?n put. through, 
and therefore it is hiu·hlv desirab]P that le~is
Jativ~ ~a.nction shou1d 1~~-" ohta.ined fron1 the 
Yario.us Stat.0 Parliament:-:;. If hon. 1ne1nhers 
wish to r0ff', to th8 pn'viot1S legislation 
a,fff'cting- thP ),fet-hor1l·:,t Chnrch of _\n~trn-
1asia I '<;onld rr.fe,r 1-h.ern to t]-_o \'\.,.eslcYan
~fetll0clist C!nrch Property Trust Act of 1893, 

·hich will he found at na.L),'P 4900 of thP 
s!a.tntcs. e.nd to the ~;etho-clist Union Act of 
2905, 'vhich will L3 found ::~.t page 8~69 of the 
statntcs. Tho history of the chnrch and the 
rn0thod of yestine.: its prope1·ty and n1any 
other de"tails of inten·,t, a.t any rai' to the 
membf'l's of the church. will be found in 
those .\cts. The provisions of this measure 
are YPr\· short. C'lan.sr>s 1 an:l 2 n1ay hB 
lDDl::cd 'unon l'P9.1lv as forrnal. Clrrusc 3 
r1f'~c1,n.re-. the )Jew Z~<:~l.!'nd .\nnu Con'Cc-l'f'llf''' 
indf'nend{'nt. That · ~ tlH'· y;,-hlch 
('•J'VS+1llisP, thf' dceisi011 Cll'ri'1: c'd .at b:. th<O~ 
Gen0ral C'onfC'rcncc at the l'C'•:.nH -,r. of t}y• ::\ew 
7ctlanil Conff~renc0. c;nusP 4 prnYido:i for the 
Gate Df indf'lJPnclP-nc". ThP dat~' JL cr:.:sc-;ari1~"' 
n0t a fix -d .1.'l.tP, hPcau-;n it ·d~ on cert8..in 
Act'' of ParLiament. hein" pasc 'd in the 

Yarious Pariia.ments: but it i; provided that 
the pr:•sident of tbc G0n, n:l Con~P!'f ~ ~ha1l 
fix a clatP at which th<' indcprndrnc<e of the 
New 7:raland church slwll take dff'ct. and 
tha.t elate. of com·~f', wi11 •depend upon the 
D.l(>cbs:-:'l.r"~" l.r>~i-;lntion hPing Df!<::.~cr! bv thP 
various Pnrlia.nlfnts. filallsl' 5 n1av he lookf'd 
upon as formal. It c1rals with the 'cmestion of 
"Yidrmee of t.h.P indenrndenco of the chnrrh 
in New Zea.1and. a c'0D\ of the Gn.?f"+tr con
taining a copy of the .. prPc.;i(l.f'nt's certifirate 
being conclusiYe evidPnC.P of the ind.enenflPnce 
nnd'-of tlH? d~:·e ,.n "vllrl1 it hi'l1 hkP Pffe{'t. 
Clause 6 makes a nrinted copy of the minutes 
of the General C~nference evidPnoe in le,al 
a.nd other pro.ceedings before any court of 

Han. T. O'Sullt:van.] 
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justice. Section 12 of the Act o£ 1893 makes 
sotnewhat similar provision, but it has been 
found defective in practice, and clause 6 of 
the Bill will cover one or two oft he deficiencies 
which have been found to exist. The only 
other clause in the Bill-clause 7-rnay be 
regarded as formal, though it may be very 
co.nvenient for those wishing to operate under 
the Act. H there is any other information 
that I can give to bon. members at th·· Com· 
mittee stage, I shall be very happy to supply 
it. I beg to monl that the Bill be now 
read a second time. 

RoN. A. GIBSON: I happened to be one 
of the representatives from Queensland to 
attend in Adelaide at what is termed the 
Metho.dist General Conference in May of 
last year. This question of a division of 
New Zealand from Australia was keenly 
discuss9d throughout the dac· on which the 
motion \Vas made, and also the day follow· 
ing, and it was considered, in the interests 
of the Methodist Church, and in the in
terc,ts of l'i" ew Zealand as a Dominion, that 
the eli vision should be allO\\ ed. The General 
Conference is held six times in Au,tralia 
to once in New Zealand, and th~ :!\ew Zea
land bret.hren, both n1inisterial and lay, 
have to come over to Australia to legislatel 
at this General Conference. It \Vas a vel'.V 
graYe difficulty that so 1nany of thenl
about forty rninistcr~ or more ,J,Ud forty lay
Inen-had to con1e over to Australia to legis
Jato for the benefit of the church for the 
next three years, and discuss son1e of the 
things that were done during the prcYious 
three years; and, as there had been a 
change in the nan1e of Kc,v Zealand during 
the three years preceding this conf"renco
it ,,as th0n only Kcw Zealand, a part of 
A.ustralia, but during thP intcr..-al it was 
tern1e-d a I)mninion-and the.;", being 8 
people not attached to Australia, thought 
that in tlw inter( sts of th0ir ( 1nuch it wou!d 
be \vel! if a di,·ision YYoro allm e-el them. 
and that thev should haYe a confQrcnct of 
their 01YD, i1rld ~ot be entirely subject. to tho 
Gt'nend Co:nfon'n< ·~ of .... c\.ustra]a·,ia. In 
E'Yerything that is dono, \\·hdher for the 
puhlir_ \Yeal or woe, HH•r,- is nh\ l~Ys a dif
ferencr of oninion. and there WH"_, natnral1" 
so thnrc. Tho::: ~-'.-rho unr~ "'r ~t 1 nrl the nahtr.c 
of tho c~·nditions snrrounding J\Icthodist 
Chnrcll. kno•N that th0 h;-::1 OllP g:'ncral 
body, h~1ving for~igu ~ni.ssion~ nt.Lched to 
it., and haYing snperrnunernry funds attachf'.-1 
to it. and m·,nv other conditions that bind 
tho \vhole body' together~ so therr:· \vas sonw 
difi-icn1tY in l'C'[,ard to th~ diYision takin:-r 
placJ ~-nd bro king up the an1algarnation 
that h<,d l'sted fer YUtr". But aH·'r iho 
whole question had ·b.-en thorouch]y dis
onssod, it \Yas folt tlnt tho Kow Zealanders 
harl m<telo out a !!O<>d cas· for tho rli,-isio·., 
and certain conditions requisite for th~ 
stabilit-..~ o( tho churcll in Kc'.·." Zc•a.1 ~nd anJ 
the < :nu.ch in Anstrali't \Vf'rf' entered into 
and c::-trried out in the spirit of th8 SP":' -'Ch(;'S 

that were made. and the· dcrid~d that 
the:<' would pass tho motion, at the <'·''ire of 
:r.Tev--.'" Z0 :-dand. I ;:un not quito sur.-~ \-.;'hr:othf'i' 
it was an unanimo11s ynt0 or not, bnt it \Yas 
b:· a vote of at loast thr~.e to one. 

Tho A TTOR:'<rEY -G EXERAT" : It \Vas reported 
as unanimous. 

HoN. A. GIBSO:"J: I am not quito clear 
on too matter. I am speaking now of the 
general feeling in the confercnco-and I 
was one of them-·that the l\'cw Zealanders 
had big schemes of religious work to carry 

(l-Ion. T. O'Sullivan. 

out, and which could be carried out _:;uccess
fuliy if they had a conference ot the1r 
0\'l."Il. One of the great fuctors 1~ allov'rLng 
them to depart was that there 1s anot,.;:r 
portion of the Methodist Church, called the 
.Primiti YO lVlethodist Church, and the~ ''"ere 
not '\·illing to associate t.h~ruselvcs rn. the 
G-eneral Confer~~ nee; but, 1£ there was a 
Kc'' Zealand Conlerence, they wero JlrCpar~d 
to join them. I believe that union has 
alnu;')t taken place srnce that day, and l.r1-

stead of there being a Wesleyan. Method1st 
Church and a Primitive Nlethochst Clu~rch 
in those i~lands, it will now be a u~1ted 
Methodist Church, and tho two . bod!-;e
probably three or four-will fall mto h_ne. 
There arc in all sections of the commumt.y, 
and amongst tho ministerial brethren cf 
our churches, men who stand for order, ~nd 
tho position of the delegates was called mto 
qut,stion-,vhethor they could vote ~\V.~! 
from A•1stralia a portion of its respons1b1;l· 
tie'. The question as to how that could oo 
arranged and hov. we ·were tv g·et at the 
rio·ht of th~ matter was referred to J udgc 
W~t'·, the Chief Justice of South Australia, 
and the Attorney-General, and many other 
gentlemen were called in t? advi~c, and 
show where the yyeakness might eXIst that 
would create something like what happened 
in tho eli vision of the Presbyterian Church 
in Scotland some years ago. I.t was~ .sa.Id, 
"If we divide we may have to Olvi?e 
everything, and create :t good deal. of d:s· 
tnrbance." That, of course, has rectified lt· 
sclf now in the PrcsbYtori" n Church, ,. s 
manY of the old mcml:lors have died and 
othc;-s haYC' come to the wisdo1n they ought 
to . hoyo h1d then. The Methodist Church 
;lid not >Yant that to occur, so J udgc \Va~· 
\'. ES called in to report and say ~~yhat was 
oost. It "as held that the General Confer
m1m could not finaJI,. decide, and say that 
the·· would allow ?o;c\y Zealand to go. Tt 

aS of course aokno\Y1 1 dged tha.t what 
\Vas' dono rnigh£ be put before titis Parlia
ment awl tl18- other fi, e Parliaments of A us· 
tralia, but it was felt that. tho deleg~tcs 
~ -'nt to t-hat conferncA fron1 the Yanous 
, lmrchcs in Queensland, New South \Vales. 
\Ti( :.oria, an(l South Aus~ralin, n.nd even the 
Dor!:lillion of Ntnv Zealand, had not pow?r 
to ·r()Ht this concession. Judge \Yay, 1:1 

j;·.b1;1ltting his roport to tl~o pr~. i_dent_ of 
th. conference, gaYo it as hrs opinion that 
it was a mrttter for the members of th · 
ehnrchcs to s:1.v -whether they wore -vvil!ir;~ 

the division RhonJd take place. It nngnt 
as wP11 to understand tbat at tho quar

tci·ly IT ·ctings of the various c!11Hchos, rc
prt'scntntiYcs \Y'-ro sent to Brrsbano, and 
t~1C·_)o rflprr~sPntntiYes selected soven clcrg-;-~ 
rnr n and sc' en 1aYn18J1 to go do"'' 7 n to ~he 
G0nc-ral C·JnfPe"ncc. It wtV- hold b}7 JtH,gC' 
\Yn:r t.h,,J th,J qunrt0rl~.~ nH:-etin~-·s th~;t 
annointPd the dclgatcc, should bo held before 
th~ l0g·a! c!Pcbration conic! bA made that the 
di\-j;;-ir)n shovl(l take p1ncP. and I am ,,~r~, 
pic,asod t'o tell bon. momb~,r;;-T cannot g1vc 
th0 nun1hf r of those n1cetings aR it is ycr;.
la.qrP-hut at probably 300 or 400 quo.rterl)· 
nH"cJinPs in 01P0n ~1<1.nd this proposition \Va.s 
put before then1, and tho yote \vas ;ln unanl
n1ous yote fron1 one end of Quf-·,=-nsland to 
the othC'r-that t.he church in New Zealand 
should be allowed to have what it desireJ. 

Ron. P. MuRPHY: Homo rule. 
RoN. A. GIBSON: Ye,-·-that they should 

b" allowed to have their own conforenc<e. 
That was the arrangement, as I un~erstoo~l 
it. EYcr0 thing was done in Austraha, feel-
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jng 
1 
that it \Yonld in1proyc thfd carrying on 

of '''e work of God, and I think, from what 
I saw of the New Zealanders and fro111 what 
I have heard and read since, that the right 
action \vas taken, and this aft(~rnoon I have 
no hesitation whatever in saying that if 
this Bill is passed the I\ew Zealanclcrs will 
be YGr~¥ pleased with our action, and I 
be!ieYe it will tend to the glory of God. 

Question-That the Bill be now read a 
second time-put and passed. 

Tho committal of the Bill was made an 
·Order of the Day fo1· Tuesday next. 

ADJOlTRNME1\T. 

HoN. A. H. BARLOW: I am very sorry 
that th,i.s _sitting has been so short. ·I hope 
vYe shall hayo a quorurn on Tuesdav flS \Ye 
hope to put two Bills on the table;' am!, if 
there is any luck in anothc,· place, we may 
have a largo rncasure fro1n there. ..At anv 
rate, we have to be on the qui rive for a 
Supply Bill. I apologise for the short 
sittinv to-day, but express the hope that 
quort.m will be formed on Tuesday next. I 
beg to move that the Council do now 
adjourn. 

(~uc 3tion put and passed. 

The Conncil adj,mrned at two minutes to '1 
D'clock. 




