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Alethodist Church Bill.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

WEDNESDAY, 23 Avucusrt, 1911.

The Presipext (Hon. Sir Arthur Morgan)
took the chair at half-past 3 o’clock.

METHODIST CHURCH BILL.
SECOND READING.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL
O’Sullivan) said: This Bill is intended to
give oﬁccc to the decision of the Gencral
Conference of the Methedist Church of Aus-
tralasia which was held in Adelalde on 26th
May, 1910. The preamble to the Bill refers
to that decision, and sets out the facts which
render this legislation necessary. As hon.
gentlemen  prolbably  know, the Methodist
Church of Australasia is now divided into
six Annual Conferences. as set out in the
preamble—namely, the New South Wales
Conference, the Victoria and Tasmania Con-
ference, the South Australian Conference,
the New Zealand Conference, the Qucensland
Conference, and the Western Australia Con-
ference. The General Conference, whose de-
cision I have referred to, corresponds to the
Federal Parliament of Australia, and the
Annual Conferences correspond to the State
Parliaments. The church in New Zealand
wishes to form itself into a separate church,
with a new name, and having an independent
existence.  In other words, the New Zealand
branch of the JMethodist Church wants to
establish Home Rule, so far as church matters
are concerned, and thev have evidently made
out a good case—a sufficiently good case to
satisfy the General Confercnce and the various
Aﬂhual Conferences. I have in my hand ‘r‘w
minutes of the Gom‘ral Conference to which
I have referred, and the decision of the con-
ference will be found reported on page 88 of
those minutes. Tt reads as follows:—

“The New Zealand Conferencs
ferred a reutievt to be cunstituted an indepen-
dent conference, the General Conference, in
view of the sgeographical, national, and cther
special conditions affecting New Zealand, con-
sents unanimously to the constitution of such
independent conferences, subject to the conzent
of each of the six Annual Conferences con-
cerned, aud the sanction of the Parliament of
each of the Australian States and New Zealand,
upon the following plan.”

(Hon. T.

having pre-

Then the plan is set out at length in the
minutes. Hon. gentiemen will observe that
this consent was given on two Confhmons
One condition w that the consent of cach of
the six Annual Confersnces concerned should
be obtained. That condition has been already

comaplied with. The other condition was that
the sanction of the Parliaments of each of the
Australian States and of New Zealand should
also be obtained. That condition is now in
process of being complied with. A similar
measure to the one which is now under con-
sideration is being introdiuced in each of the
other States and in the Parliament of New
Zealand, I understand that the New South
Wales measure was to have been introduced
before the present time, but I have no definite
information ‘on the subject, and prokablvy
owing to the political turmoil in that State
it may be that the Bill has not yet been
introduced. The measures to be introduced
in all the Parliaments are precisely on the
same lines as this Bill. I may state that I
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have the approval of the draft of the measure
in writing under the hand of the Rev. Dr.
Y oungman, who 1is the president of the
Gomeral Conference of the A\iothomst Church
of Ausudlaila The reason for the request
an the part of the New 7camnd branch of the
church may be summed up in one word. The
reason is a geographical one. There are
1,200 miles of stormy sca between the main-
land of Australia and New Zealand, and that
physical fact and the results Wmch naturally
flow from it constitut: the reasons which
make it advisable for the church in New Zea-
land to ask for separation in church matters.
Whothel it is desirable in the interests of the
chireh to do so is not a mistter which concerns
us in any way. The governing body of the
church and all the partics interested think
it is advizable, and the only question for us
to cons is whether lexislative assistance
is neeessary, I ‘nﬂe pointed out that one of
the conditions under which the consent of the
CGeneral Conferenece was on was that par-
Hamentary sanetion in the different States and
in New Zealand should be obtained, so that
even if it werc not strictly necessary from the
legal point of view the fact that the consent
has bren given subject to that condition
would justify us, T think, in giving legislative
sanction to what is asked for. But there is a
further reason for askine for the legislative
sanction of the various States, and that is that
in all the States the union of the different
bodies which now form the Methodist Church
of Australasia has been recognisad: and it has
been recognised by all the Pal]lam?!lt\ that
the New Zealand Conference is a part of the
Methodist Church of Australasia. On that
basis certain legislation has bean put through,
and therefore it is hiohly desirable that lesis-
Jative sanction should he obtained from the
various State Pariiaments. If hon. members

wish to refer to the previous legislation
affecting the Methodist Church of Awustra-
lasia I would refer them to the Weslevan-

Methodist Ch‘nc‘l Property Trust Act of 1893,

which will he found at page 4900 of the
sta,tutcsA and to the Xethodist Union Act of
1005, which will ks found at page 8269 of the

statutes, The history of the church and the
mothod of vesting its properiy and many
other details of interest, at any rat2 to the
membﬂrs of the chluch will be found in
those Acts. The 'provmor;q of this measure
are very short. Clauses 1 and 2 may be
looked unon 1~paHy as formal. Clause 3
declares the New Zealend Annunl Conievence
independent.  That i3 the c‘.auso hich
crvstallises the decision arvrived at b;. the
Goeneral Conference at the reouc thr New
Zealand Conference. Clause 4 prov 'dm for the
date of indenendence. The date
not g fix=d iate, hecause it den
Acts of Parliament being pas
various Parliaments: but it i3 pmwdod that
the president of the Geneval Confereacs shall
fix a date at which the independence of the
New Zealand church shall take effect, and
that date, of course, will «depend upon the
necessarT  legislation heing passed by the
various Parliaments. (Tavse 5 may be locked
upon as formal. It deals with the question of
ovidence of the independence of the clieh
in New Zealand, a copy of the Guzette con-
taining a copy of f]u president’s certificate
being conclusive ewonncp of the indenendence
and of the drie on which it shall take effect.
Clause 6 makes a printed copy of the minutes
of the General Conference evidence in legal
and other proceedings before any court of

Hon. T. O’'Sullivan.]
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justice. Section 12 of the Act of 1893 makes
somewhat similar provision, but it has been
found defective in practice, and clause 6 of
the Bill will cover one or two of the deficiencies
which have been found to exist. The only
other clause in the Bill—clause 7—may be
regarded as formal, though it may be very
convenient for those wishing to operate under
the Act. If there is any other information
that I can give to hon. members at the Com-
mittee stage, I shall be very happy to supply
it. I beg to move that the Bill be now
read a second time.

Hon. A. GIBSON: I happened to be one
of the representatives from Queensland to
attend. in Adelaide at what is termed the
Methodist General Conference in May of
last year. 'This question of a division of
New Zealand from Australia was keenly
discussed throughout the day on which the
motion was made, and also the day follow-
ing, and it was considered, in the interests
of the Mlethodist Church, and in the in-
terests of New Zealand as a Dominion, that
the division should be allowed. The General
Conference is held six times in Australia
to once In New Zealand, and the New Zea-
land brethren, both ministerial and lay,
have to come over to Australia to legislato
at this General Conference. It was a very
grave difficulty that so many of them—
about forty ministers or move and forty lay-
men—had to come over to Australia to legis-
late for the benefit of the church for the
next three years, and discuss some of the
things that were done during the previous
three years; and, as there had been a
change in the name of New Zealand during
the three years preceding this confrrence—
it was then only New Zealand, a part of
Australia, but during the interval it was
termed a Dominion—and they, being a
people not attached to Australia, thought
that in the intercsts of their c¢hurch it would
be well if a division were allowed them,
and that they should have a confercnce of
their own, and not be entirely subject. to the
General  Conference  of  Australasia.  In
evervthing that is done, whether for the
public weal or woe, thers is alwavs a dif-
ference of opinion, and there was naturally
so there. Thos» who undrrstand the nature
of the eonditions surrounding the Methodist
Church, know that the | is one gonaral
body, having foreign wmissions attsched to
it, and having supernwmerary funds attached
to it, and muny other conditions that bind
the whole body together, so therc was some
difficulty in regard fo the division taking
place and bresking up the amalgamation
that had lasted for years, But after the
whole question had been thorouchly dis-
cussed, it was felt that the New Zealanders
had made out a good caz~ for the divisins,
and certain conditions requisite for the
stability of the church in New Zealand and
the church in Australin weare entered into
and carried out in the spirit of the spraches

that were made, and they deridsd that
they would pass the motion, at the dasire of
New Zealand. I am not quife sur ather

it was an unanimous vote or not, but it was
by a vote of at loast three to one.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL :
as unanimous.

Hon. A. GIBSON: I am not quite clear
on the matter. I am speaking now of the
general feeling in the conference—and 1
was one of them—-+that the New Zealanders
had big schemes of religicus work to carsy

[Hon. 7.0 Sullivan.

It was reported
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out, and which could be carried out success-
fully if they had a conference of their
own. One of the great factors in allowing
them to deparé was that there is another
pertion of the Methodist Church, called the
Primitive Methodist Church, and they were
not willing to associate themselves in, the
General Confersnce; but, if there was a
Newsw Zealand Conference, they were L)repared
to join them. I believe that union has
almest taken place since that day, and in-
stead of there being a Wesleyan Methodist
Church and a Primitive Methodist Church
in those islands, it will now be a wunited
Methodist Church, and the two bodies—
probably three or four—will fall into line.
There are in all sections of the community,
and amongst the ministerial brethren of
our churches, men who stand for order, and
the position of the delegates was called into
tion—whether they could vote away
1 Australia a portion of its responsibili-
tiex. The question as to how that could be
arranged and how we were to get at the
right of the matter was referred to Judge
Way, the Chicf Justice of South Australia,
and the Attorney-General, and many other
gentlemen were called in to advise, and
show where the weakness might exist that
would create something like what happened
in the division of the Presbyterian Church
in Scotland some years ago. It was said,
“Tf wo divide we may have to divide
everything, and create a good deal of dis-
turbance.” That, of course, has rectified it-
sclf now in the Presbyterian Church, &s
many of the old members have dicd and
others have come to the wisdom they ought
to have had then. The MMethodist Church
did not want that to occur, so Judge Way
as called in to report and say what was
It was held that the Gencral Confer-
ence could not finally decide, and say that
ther would allow New Zealand to go. Tt
was, of course, acknowludged that what
was done might be put before this Parlia-
ment and the other five Parliaments of Aus-
tralia, but it was felt that the delegates
sant to that confernee from the various
¢hurches in Queensland, New South Wales,
Vietoria. and South Australia, and even the
Dominion of New Zealand, had not power
to nt this concession. Judge Way, in
¢ubmitting his report to the president of
thes conference, gave it as his opinion that
it was a matter for the mombers of the
churches o say whether they were willing
+hat the division should take place. It might
bo as well to understand that at the quar-
terly meotings of the various churches, re-
presentatives were sent to Brishane, and
these representatives selected seven clergy-
mcn and seven lavmen to go down to the
Tonfersnce. It was held by Judge
av ot the quarterly meetings  t
nointed the delgates should be held before

fro

any
the legal declaration could be made that the
division should take place. and I am very
pleased to tell hon. membsars—I cannot give
the number of those meetings as it is very
laree—but at probably 300 or 400 guarterly
mectines in Queensland this proposition was
put before them, and the vote was an unani-
mous vote from one end of Quesnsland to
the other—that the church in New Zealand
should be allowed to have what it desired.

Hon. P. Murpuy: Home rule..

Hox. A. GIBSON: Yes—that they should
be allowed to have their own conference.
That was the arrangement, as I understood
it. Everything was done in Australia, feel-
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ing that it would improve the carrying on
of the work of God, and I think, from what
I saw of the New Zealanders and from what
I have heard and read since, that the right
action was taken, and this afternoon I have
no hesitation whatever in saying that if
this Bill is passed the New Zealanders will
be very pleased with our action, and I
believe it will tend to the glory of God.

Question—That the Bill be now read a
sccond time-—put and passed.

The committal of the Bill was made an
‘Order of the Day for Tuesday next.

ADJOURNMENT.

Hon. A, H. BARLOW: I am very sorry
that this sitting has been so short. I hope
we shall have a quorum on Tuesday, as we
hope to put two Bills on the table, and, if
there is any luck in another place, we may
have a large measure from there, At an¥
rate, we have to be on the qui wvive for a
Supply Rill. I apologise for the short
sitting to-day, but express the hope that s
quorum will he formed on Tuesday next. I
beg to move that the Council do now
adjourn.

Question put and passed.

The Conncil adjourned at two minutes to 4
o’clock,
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