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THcRSDAY, 17 AcGcST, 1911. 

The SPEAKER (FJon. \Y. D. Arnrstrong, 
Lockyu) took the clmir at half-past 3 o'clock. 

STA:\'DI.:-.JG RCLES A:\'D ORDERS. 
RoY.U AESENT. 

The SPEA 1-\..ER said: I ha \ :o to report 
that, putsuant to the instruction given by the 
Hou:Je on, thG lOth instant. 1 this day p_r.psent-ed 
to His Excellency the Governor the Standing 
Rules and Orders as adopted by tho Af:l._:crnbly, 
and His Excellency was pleased, in my 
presence, in the name and on b0half of His 
1\fajcsty, to gi\ 0, his a.ssent th(-:rt to. 

~\t a later stage, 

The SPEAKER reported the receipt of a 
message fron1 the Governor conveying 1-Iis 
Excellency's assent to the Standing Rules and 
Orders. 

PA:.JEL OF TE).IPORARY CHAIR:\IAN. 

The SPEAKE.R: Purs1iant to Standing
Order No. 11, I no.w nominate Thomas Wil
liam Bouchard, Esquire, member for the 
electoral district of Brisbane South; \Villiam 
Harnilton, Esquire, mernber for tho electoral 
district of Gregory; David Hunter, Esquire, 
member for the electoral district of Wool
loongabba; William Sidney Murphy, Ee;quire, 
mem her for the electoral district of Croydon; 
'I'homas Nevitt, Esquire, member for the 
electoral district of Carpentaria, to form the 
panel of Temporary Chairman during the pre
sent session. 

QUESTIONS. 

CoNSTRL'CTION OF GREAT WESTERN RAILWAY. 

J\Tr. COYNE (Wm·rego) asked the Secretary 
for Railways, without notice-

" \Vhen does the Railway Department intend 
to proceed with the construction of the Great 
\Vestern Railway?'' 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Han. W. T. Paget, Mackay) replied-

" The departJnent are arranging to proc~'erl 
with the construction of the Great VVestern 
Railway at quite a nun1ber of different points." 

GRIEVANCES ON RAILWAY CoNsTnrcTION 
\VORKS. 

:\Ir. ADAMSON (Rockhampton) asked the 
Secretary for Railways-

" 1. Has bis attention been called to an 
article \vhich appeared in the 
Record, of 5th August, under the nom de 
of " Ball and Crm:• ·"? 

" 2. \Vill he 111ake inquiries concerning the 
truth or falsehood of the allegations in that 
article which relate tr: the bad conditions of 
labour and the low wages paid t > the rnen 
working on tht. con>truction works of the Port 
Alma Railwa-:, the underpaying of the timber
getters, and the del .y in paying the rnoney 
eanH: d by then1, the t\'. J pricec;; <;L.1r:;ed for 
goods sold by stor:::·keer,er.- on rail\vaY workR, 
and als J conc-::rning the otb,-:r allL~·a:tions con
tained in the article referred to? 

" 3. If these allegations are found to be 
correct, will he take stq_>~ to have the injustices 
:referred to remedied? " 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
replied-

" 1, 2, and 3. I had not previously seen the 
article refc:rred to, but am causing inquiries 
to be n1ade regarding the statements it con
tains." 

SELECTION oN CuRTIS IsLAND. 

Mr. BRESLIN (Port Curtis) a;sked the 
Secretary for Public Lands-

" 1. Has the departlnent full inforrnation 
as to the f.uitabHity of certain parts of Curtis 
Island for selection? 

" 2. If not, will steps be taken to obtain 
sa1ne? 

" 3. Is he aware that there are persons pre
pared and anxious to take up land on Curtis 
Island if smne was available? " 

The SECRE,TARY FOR P"CBLIC LANDS 
(Ho.n. E. I-I. :\Iac:utney, Br:sbane North) 
replied-

,, l. Curtis Idand is entirely pa tor::;,! coun
try, and Yery little of it can be tcrn1ed first
class r3.storal. 

" 2. See 1. 
3. I an1 not ~L\Vare that any demand exists 

for land on the island for settlen1ent. No in
quiry for land there has been 1nade to the Land 
Gsttlen1cnt Inquiry Office." 

HOURS OF POLICE PATROL DUTY. 

J\Ir. ROBERTS (Dmyton and 1'oowoornba) 
asked the Homo Secretary-

" 1. ·what are the hours of patrol duty per
formed by the polic0 daily in, the cities of 
Bri.sbane, Ip:_;~vich, and TowNoomba? 

" What is the Ionge' t period per day police 
are kept on continuous duty without refre h
rnents ~ " 

The HO:\lE SECRETARY (I-Ion. J. G. 
_\ppel, Albert) replied-

,. 1. Beat Duty-· 
" 1st relief.-6 to 9 a.m., and 3 to G p.m. 
" 2nd relief.-9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
":-3rd or evening relief.~G to 12 midnight. 
'4th or night relief.~12 midnight to 6 

a.m. 

"Patrols.~The length of tilne occupied by 
police on patrols is neces.:;arily governed by 
the nature of the duty tu be performed. 

" 2. Six hours on beat duty~viz., 9 a.m. to 
3 p.nl. on alternate days for a month, and from 
12 midnight to 6 a.m. Prior to 1905, night 
duty was con~inuous for eight hours~yiz., from 
9 p.n1. until 5 a.n1." 

CHARGES AGAINST BUNDABERG POLICE. 

Mr. BARBER (Bundabug) asked the Home 
Secretary-

" 1. Has his attention been called to a report 
in the Bundaberg Daily News of the 14th in
stant, condemning the action of Sub-Inspector 
Brett i:l c J.l!ing out the mounter! police and 
ordering the1n to gallop to and fro in the main 
street, for the purposf' of dispersiL,~ the people, 
thereby endangering the lives of peaceful and. 
la\v-abiding citizens of the town and district? 

" 2. Is he aware that tlle sub-inSpector's 
action in ordering one mounted trooper to ride 
on the public footpath in the businF3S centre 
of the tO\Vll was strongly conden1ned by the 
1nayor and business rnen of the town? 

" ::;. \\~ill he have a thorough inqu•1ry and 
inve-~,tigation 111ade into the complaints made 
against the sub-inspector refe!'!' '2. :- ~" 
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The HOME SECRETARY replied-
" 1. Ko. 
n 2. No. 
"3. I an1 inforn1ed by the Comn1is-sioner of 

Police that neither the sub-inspector nor the 
mounb.:.:l police cxcet'ded their duty on the 
occasion referred to." 

Mr. BARBER asked the Home Secretary
" 1. Has a report reached the department 

relative to E18 conduct and language used by 
Constable Dunn on Friday last, 11th instant, 
v·herein he c "dled upon his tv.·o r·')1leagues, in 
languag!_' \\'hoJly unfit for publicatiou, to ride 
down :t!l l rlde O\·er c, rtaL1 1nen cngag" d in the 
peaceful wcTk of pi· keting on the Ashfield 
road? 

"2. "\Vill he call ur:on ihe officer in charge of 
the Bund .. berg Ptlice to ha\·e a full inqulry 
made into th ~ m-atter'? " 

The HO"-lE SECRETARY replied-
"1. Yes. 
" 2. If this circun1stance really 0( ~urred 

(which has been denied), the queH.ion of hold
ing an innuil·y "Yill be considered." 

NATIONALISATION OF CERTAIN 
BRIDGES. 

Mr. BARBER (Eundaberg) m moving-
" 1. That, in the opinion of thi's House, the 

tilne has arrived for fh'2 Go-, crnment to intro
duce legislation dealing with bridt;es affording 
n1eans of comn1unir.ttion across ou1· n tur-_1 
waterways, thereby relic\'in~ ihe L 
that are now called Upon to beftr the 
for the mainteliance of such brid3es by way of 
special taxc:~tion or p -~· ·nent e..': t: Jl· 

"2. That the Burnet'. Lmnl<").gton. and Vi -
toria Bridge Boards and joint c,mncib should 
be relieved of any further financi· I t.lbligati · .l , 

and the l ,.tlance of t:te cost for t':c c mstructi :m 
of the resp- ctiye bridges be mL by Gon~r:a
Inent fro1n the publk fund", of tlF' 

said: My object in giving notice of and 
moving this motion i·,, t·,yofold; first, the 
text of the motion has a very strong local 
application as far as it affects the interests 
of a small section of t!w people of the Bun
daberg district, but I felt that I could not 
merely apply the terms of the motion to the 
Burnett Bridge only, bec;msc I recognised 
that in connectio:1 with the Lamington and 
Victoria Bridges, which wel'e built under 
son1e·what similar Acts to that of tho Bur
nett, there was another section of the citi
zens of the State 'vho, in 111y opinion, were 
heavily taxed by having to comply with 
certain provisions of the Acts passed in re
lation to the Lamington and Victoria 
bridges, and contribute towards the amount 
required for interest and redemption on the 
t,vo structures. At the tirno I aaye notice 
of this motion, I overlooked th~ fact that 
there was another bridge in Queensland 
which was subjected to special taxation in 
order to provide the revenue for payrncnt 
of interest and redemption, a bridge which 
was not built under a soecial Act like the 
bridges I have referred to, and that is the 
Fitzroy Brjdge at Rockhampton. That wa. 
originally built free of cost to tho people of 
that district, and th~ whole burden of 
cost was borne by the Government, but, 
owing to a flood in later years, which S'. ri
ousl:, injured that structure, it "·as found 
necessar•· to carl'y out sorne C'\:tensiYe re
pairs in connection with the bridge ; hence 
the local bodies negotiated a loan with the 
Government of the day-I think of about 
£5,000-one-half of which was born£ bv 
fhe Government, while the local authorities 

[1!f r. Barber. 

were made rc,,ponsible for tho other half. 
I might add that the only bndge m Queens
land-and, as far as I am aw':'rc, the only 
bridge in Australia-upon ,whwh tolls ar: 
collected is the Burnett Brrdge. I per· 
sonally~and I think that practically eYery 
n1e1nber of this Chamber also~look upon the 
system of collecting tolls as a very old
fashioned idea. 

lVh. CoY~E: An obsolete one. 

::Vlr. BARBER: A:1d a yery obsolete one. 
I have ahvavs asserted that the cost of 
the coustructi~n of bridges of the character 
I have referred to, "\Yhich c0n_stitute pai't 
of our national highways, should be borne 
Yvho]h,- bv tho GoYtTlH1lent. At t.he tnnc 
the Bill 'was introduced into this C!hmber 
in 1:'89, considerable debate took place on 
the auestion of tolls, and 1\1r. Tozer, now 
Sir Horace Tozer, opposed the idea of the 
toll systmn vory strenuously, and several 
other hon. gcntlcrncn w·ho 'v-ere the~1 1118111-

bcrs of this Assen1bl;v also spoke 111 very 
strong tern1s against tho ob:,olete custon1 of 
colic~~ ti11g tolls, as a systmn that ong_ht to be 
L legatecf to past ~ges. I obs~rved JU~t now 
that the Victoria Bridge, the Lammgton 
Bridge, and the Bundaberg or Burnett 
Bridge were built under sper;,al Ach. I kna,w 
verv c ,, e\1 that I shall be met_ by the replY, 
froin the hon. gentleman m chargu _of 
:he department which will be affected by 
the ca17rying out of ·what I ~Jropose to_,~lo
nanlely, that t~:: GoYer:nn1ent -~hould r, .!le.v~ 
these three bocLc, from any fu,thc~ fh~anc;a. 
obligation and tnkc ovd' the lw.:nllc} .• or 
t~e unpaid balance~that at thP t1rno JUSt 
prior to the building of the BuTnett 
Bridg". the loctl au'~oritics in Bunda?erg 
and tr:c Gooburrnm Shite C?uncil domded 
by resolution to collect tho tolb for the pay
rncnt of interest a.nd reden1pt1on .. But I 
haYe ahvav expressed -..-cry considerable 
doubt' as to whdhcr the ratepayers \Ye1:e 
properly consulted on that. OC(>~.:sim:-. It IS 
true there were two mcctmg., held, but I 
l~a,,- neYer for a nlOITlOnt bcliovcd that had 
the rnatter been put to the ratepa::;-ers gen
erally as to \Yhcther thF ,l' ~rvould ~avour a 
syst,~tn of collcdio11 of tops-and I:t n1e say 
that that same opinion rs cntertamed by a 
larg-e number of the citizens of Bunclabc,·g-
Jnd the question has been. clc_arly understood 
bv tho people of that d1'tnct, the resolu
t.i"ons pass• cl. on that ace anC?n would never 
ha~;_-,; been passed and sent do·wn ~o the 
GoYcrnrncnt faxouring the con~truch~n C?f 
tho brid::·e under the conditioLs on vvh1ch. 1t 
was cre~tcd. rrhe Burnett Bridge, crOSSll1g 

the Burnett RiYcr, constitutes, in my 
opinion, as the La1nington Bridge, and the 
Victoria BridJe in Brisbane do. part of_ the 
national highwaY, one might ray from vVrl
son's Promontor)· in Victoria right through 
to Capo York. The bridges over the 
other large tidal riycrs 111 Queensland 
p·ior to 18~9 had b·nn built and con
.tructcd at the solo cost of the Goycrnment. 
I ha\Te ncye::_· bPon 2blc, b:y Lh<?; rc~ading of the 
d,,baL·-; that took nlac;:- jn thjs Chamber vhen 
d-n Bun ,~t Brid~e Rill \""J inh~od~ccd: to 
, r?Pr~·'lin the reason v,ohy that pnnmple \Yas 
fdtend The custonl b:~ri been, I /ind, for a 
c,;;nsidcrable num1~ t' of y _c:_ns, to piaC'"; a con
:sider.tbl~ a1nount of mone:;~ on the Estin1ates~ 
in-Chief -ear after ve )x ft,· the purpose 01. 

proYidini grants ai1d aids to r<_,ads . and 
bridges, and prior to 1899 a !I . the bndges 
that constituted our natwnll highways had 
been built and the total cost borne by 
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the Government. The present Victoria Bridge, 
of course, was built to replace the bridge 
that was carried a way by the 1893 flood, 
and for some time a sy,tom of toll col
lecting was in operation; but it n1ct with 
so strong a disapproval and disapprobation of 
the public, tbat on a joint application of the 
ratepayers and the shire councils situat~d 
ir, the met:_opolitan area., both in North 
and South Brisbane, the system was abol
ished, and thD re·~.porL:1ibility of collecting 
1·uyenue to proYido interest and redcn1ption 
'.~·as placed upon tho ratGpa> 82_'S of con
hguous districts. It has tlen1onstratcd that 
the 1nanag~n1ont aud n1aintenanL, of th'1t 
b1·idge has been carried out in a far n1ore 
c.onomical rnanner under tl-o present _n 
than what it had been or nossible be 
while ths hJll svstcn1 v.-as - onoration. I 
remember that a- de put ~han of trio poopk' in 
thf' Brisbane dic'rict who \YWC affected by tho 
taxation rnadc a rtrong protc.;t against this 
syston1 of taxation. I think it \1 a.,s just prior 
to tho 1909 elections, \vheu the pre~cnt Pre
H1ier 1vas Hon10 Socretar:, that a la"ge depu
tation, consisting of the ropre~~ent:, tives of 
t}u Yarious local auLhoriti~s round aloout Bris
ban~. y,aitcd on that hon. gentleman ·"Del 
.r~k"d hin1 to relieYo thorn of any further 

taxation to pro vic! J for the payinf'~lt of the 
bridge, but it bt•ing the E·n_' of a general 
Pleci_,ion. the hon. gcuthrna.n had tho courage 
cf his conviction to refuse to accede to the 
deputa~ion's request. I nlRY say that the hon. 
:~·entlmnan in taking up the attitude he did in 
telling them that, an election campaign being
on. he could not eonscientiCJusly prOinisc to 
relieye thf'n1 of this taxation~ acted in a yerv 
courageous manner indeed. That was tho only 
position that any honourable n1an could take 
up. C~n1ing to tho question of tho Burnett 
Bridge: vVhen the measure came bef0o'e this 
fl~OUSC', the idea, v-as to haYO ft combined 
tridgc, and if hon. -_einhers look up HaTt
m1"rl, ::\Tos. 58 and 59. tl cy will find that a 
CO'~'Jsic1rn·.·,ble. debate t0ok place on tho \Vjsdon1 
or o~·hcrvvis-~ of constructing ron1bined 
bridg". It was pointed out by tho then 
~Iinistcr fo:· Public \\'arks and 1JineP., ::\Ir. 
'da; ·o<>.'!n, that a con1bincd brid1. o providing 
for r~.il 1.,'n.y, ,_-chicv.lar, and pedc~trian traffic 
< ould be bu_ilt for something lika £5,000 lees 
than the prc_.,_;nt Burnett Bridge \"\':!t: t·}ll

~rructcd for, but O\Vltlft to opposjtion being 
shown to that propos,tl by tho then Chief 
Engineor and tho Conunissi )ncr for Raih .. ayP 1 

the Government wore not prepared, I prcsuin€, 
to oppose the ideas of those gentlemen, who 
'. ere the departmental experts. It v, as pointed 
C•Ut at the tin1c~ that eornblncd bridges \VC:ro 
n~ry danc:,,en--" .s, the Brcn1C'l Bridge being 
(lUOte-d r~s an oxarnple. That idea hi'.,S ah\'ays 
prc:sentcd itF:•lf as a very n bsurd ono to n1P, 
he,:_·:~.nse. if anvthin:; like rutsonahlo precaution 
\Y ;; tal~cn i1-l the ~onstrnntiou of n comL1ned 
bridge, there i;; Yery "lit~:1c fea.r of any SC'rious 
Ol' rn]nor a··c-ide-nts OC ''lUTing. rrhcrB are com
bined bridges in exist('\nce where 11101,3 people 
pass over in hve-nty-four hours than there .at·e 
in Brisban<.~ altogether. ::\Ioro than th1rty 
years ago a hridgo "'.xas con trnctc -:l connc"tinr: 
Brooklvn ·with :'\c\V ·York. \vhich rost f,omc
"·hcrc about £3,000,000. There were five road
~. ·a;,·s-t\"vo for raihvav traffic, b• o for vehicuL.: .. x 
1raflic. and one for- n,...·cLstriJ.,n traffic. Since 
th0n, of cour~~, trt'Tfl-s have he-Pn introduced, 
nnd thcv have a roadv.-ay b:'O. The bridge 
at ::\" cwc~a .ttle ~A?.S a ccr.1binEd bridp.:e, and if n1y 

rncmory sm·•.-e'3 L.H? cor.:.cctly, th:-. \Veir Bridg..__ 
at Sunderla.nd is al7'o a con1binod bridg-e, and 
the last bridge that vas bui't over the Tyno is 
a combined bridge also. Hence it seen1s n1ost 

absurd that at the time when a combined 
bridge providing for railway, vehicular, and 
pede,trian traffic could have been constructed 
aL a cost of £5,000 less than the present. struc
ture cost, that the bridge was not constrncted 
as the people desired. Ovving to tho Uovern
lll' nt of the day deciding to construct the 
brid.re they did it became necessary for the 
two local autho;·itics-that is, the Bundaberg 
Town Council and the Gooburrum Shire 
Council-to negotiat-e a loan undet the Local 
~\Yorks Loans Act, and alJout £15,104 were 

dvar1eed to each of tho local bodies, and that 
ha,s necrr)sitateJ a re--n:·nue of over £1,500 per 
e.unurn being procured to pay for _interest 
and redemption on that loan. I nohce that 
up to the present tir~lC they have onlY: hqui
c:atod about £4,0CJ, and I fc<Lr that II they 
are onlv able to pay off £4,0JO in ten years 
il1cy --will find it- a ary difficult matter to 
liqUidate the Vi.'hole an1ount during the tern1 
cf the fortjr :years for which the loan vvas 
s;-_•cured. Each con1poncnt body has to pay 
about £7L.3 per annum. In addition to 
that. -~Il an1ount :,,ufilcient to pay for the 
c _ t of manitg8l<lcn'.: and 1naintenancc, ~or 
lighting, fo.r sanitary purposes, for tl~e salB:nes 
paid to the two toll collectors, . and 'o.'" ocher 
nlcidental expenses 1n connccnon w1th the 
bridge has to be collected, and I may say that 
last Y·ulX the income which ""~ . .ras received by toll 

' for the traffic across the bridge 
[4 p.:m.J HL1cuntcd to son1awhero about1 

£3,000. li\Thcn we con,.idcr that at 
lcrt.st f-lJ per cent. of that re v.enue co1nes. from 
a mere h8ondful of people in North Bundaberg 
and the irnn1ediate vicinity, I think ho.n. m~n1-
bcrs ·ill rccognic<e that a vcr y heavy Im-

i~ p!: :::ed up?n t~~so peopl?. I suppose 
tlJe popnl::ttron t!1ere, takmg what we 

i('c:r as 1\orth Buundabcn;, or No. 1 
lun of the Goobun·uu1 Shire, does not 

CLmount to more than 1,000 or 1,500 people, 
. nd iLe injustic -) 1vill be recognised \vhen I 

infon.I the House that in cases where .one 
or tv;o 1U0111bers of the various fan11hes 
locar--;d there haYe to cross the river to carry 
out their daily <,vocation, that it cuts very 
dcc11lY into !heir very· small wages. In 

· there are three 1nen1bers of a 
addition probably to the. head of 

worh:i.:.1g in to\vn, and It n1eans 
pur week to be paid by , these 

to cross the bridge. I contena that 
tho dui:\- of the Government to see 

t.hc··a inj~rstiees, falling as they do. on 
Yel'Y small S·ection of the commun1t.y, 
be ~ ren1oved at as earlv a date as 

I Inight n1ention ~hat during the 
or nina years, since I hayo re

tho Bund3.borg electorate, it has 
pract-ic0 during evDry election 

f,)r the ct.ndidatc \Yho has had 
c ndors0rn· •nt to promise a., 

the people of North Bunda-

=\ir. \Ynrrr.:: That is no1; correct. I nover 
prtJlnised that. 

:\.Ir. B A B.,BBR : I assert th 't. it has b~on 
the nractic:J during the past eight or nine 
ye~:u·S for the Gov£rrunent candidate to pro
iui.-,e i:b: '11 a free bridge, 

}fr. \YIENHG:.T: How could he do that? 

:\Ir. B_\_RI\ER: Yvhetlnr he had any 
nuthorit.~~ fron1 the Governn1ent to IL;,ke that 
shtemmit or not I do not know, but the 
,,~hole plac ;-c-spf,cially North Bundaberg~ 
was nlw·tered with posters of all the coloms 

· M·r. Barber.] 
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of the rainbow telling the people to "Vote 
for Sturnn1," "VotA for Greathead," or 
"Vote for Duffy," as the case may be,, and 
they would got a free bridge. This looked 
as if the Governm:ent had given these gentle
men authority to rnake the prornist;, they 
did. Dut that is by the \\·ay. This heavy 
imposition not only fails upon the mere 
handful of people who reside in North 
Bundaberg, bLlt it also falls pLtty heaYily 
upon tho businc'0s peoplo on that side \vho 
wish to got to town, and also on the pro
ducers who live on that side of th~ river, 
and it also affects very considerably Inost 
of the busines_; men of Bundaberg who have 
to send their carts OYer the river with goods 
frorn the stores h nd fro1n other placf"'-i. It 
has depreci>eted very 0onsiderably the value 
of the property, and land espoci;dly, on that 
side of ·tho ri\·er. It has lnndicapped that 
part of tho tmn1, because an;·ono \vho desires 
to build a cottage for himself has had to 
take into consideration what it will cost him 
to go backwards and forwards across the 
river in the way cf toll. There is another 
point, and it is this: That at tho present 
time tolis are practically 50 per cent. higher 
than they were Gfteon or twenty years ago, 
and that in itself to a very large extent 
keeps back tho p_rogress of that part of the 
district. I had intended to have made some 
reference to the copies of Hansard, volumes 
!viii. and lix., containing tho speeches of the 
hon. gentlemen who were members of tho 
Assembly at the time when the Granville 
and Burnett Bridges were brought before 
this Chamber, but I know that the new 
Standing Orders haYe co1ne into operation 
this afternoon, and I am limited to forty 
minutes so I ·will not read anv of those 
speecho~ that were given on that occasion in 
favour of ihe bridges being built and the 
whole cost being borne by the Government, 
except to point out that the system of toll 
collecting to p:ty for the bridge was strongly 
condemned at that time. I do not think 
that the present Government faYour the 
sy,tem of collecting toils on bridges. Some 
few n1onths ago, just prior to the meeting 
of the House, a deputavion waited on the 
Minister-! forget who it waJ. but I believe 
it 1vas the Treasurer-1vhen he was visiting 
Maryborough, and they asked that a new 
bridge should be built ncross the Mary 
River from ""1aryborough to the Granville 
district. 

Mr. MAY: I want a bridge out on the 
Flinders. 

Mr. BARBI~It: The nkmbns of the 
deputation offered to pay interest and ~·e
domption by mE'cli1S of a toll, but the Mm
ister declared himself as not b"ing in favour 
of the toll system. 

Mr. CoRSER: I do not think so. I did JHJt 

li+',,H him say that. 

11r. BARBER: Yes; if thP hon. gontle
Inan looks up the report that. apf-' ned }n 
the paper he will ·PO that the :''.Iinister ''"id 
ho \Y.a"l not in favour of th- of toll 
collecting. The <"l1id thin: 
S·C8 c~,Jne is lor thP Go,-ernmf"'nt 
the full finanr'ial re<::}JOnsihilit:v for the bal
ance of th8 ·anwunt duo on thc.:.e three or 
four bridg, s that I haY S~)cci::dly n ~crrc~l 
It Trill be remo·:ubcred by hon. gc:.ntlemen 
are old residents of Queen~L.nrl that in the 
early d,<ys of Bundaberg·. ]';orth Bunclaberg 
was really the part 1vhcre the township was 
l<Jcated. A.s an evid,•nf'8 o' tlnt we have 8Yen 

[Jlf r. Barbo 

to-day the· railway sheds there, also the 
ong1ne shed the cleaning Rhed, and other 

\Vh~ther any 'influence was b1:ought 
upon the GoYermmmt of that ·day to 

to. 'llship to the south s1de of the 
too Inuch a question of ancient hisR 

tor~- i·or n1o to say. I desire to put these 
fa·::'t,_, beforo tho I-louso because I IY.ant to see 
jusiice done to a sn1all s·;ction ol our co.!.nrrlU· 
nit\ 1vhich has to pay tolls on tho Burn ott 
Bri"dge. I have already stated that it has 
resulted ·in the d-enr£~itLlion of property :ill 

~orih Bunda berg,~ and it has a:·.o i?een a 
consi.dcrab~-.: hinclra.nce to the workers 111 that 
part of the district. The payment ol ~ho tolls 
falls V{~ry 1w;nrily upon thc')O \vho nave to 
~ollo1. their daily Blnplo.\nlL'nt in to£\nl, 1 ,an~ 
~n a dc~zon o~her1 \Yu~' ~ t.lus ?1 C011.0C -

rng toLs soriOU'hY aff.cot.__; pcop .. e ~on, the 
north .::;idP of the nvor. But, 1as 1 nave 
alreadv pointed one, I could har lly ask 
for reiiof tc> bo granted to tho people .ol the 
Korth Bun l,·.tbcrg district wrthout brmgmg 
into th-e sarne categ0ry the n·-;idcnts in the 
metropolitan area who a,re affected by. ,the 
rates levied to pay for tne VlCtona Brldg·e, 
and also the peop:o in t,ho Maryborough and 
Tinana districts, where the revenue has tD be 
dm·ived from .a s~>Gcia! rate. The people of 
::\Torth Bundaherg are quite vviEing to have 
the charue placed on the rates, but the diffi
culty so~";ns- to have boon that tho people of 
the town of Dundaherg h'lY<l not fdt inclined 
to agree to tha: I would prefer to S<l,C.,the 
Govcrnn1ent msun1e tho full respons1D111ty 
of the Burnett, L~unington, Victoria, ~and 
Fibro:, bridges: but, f.e,iling .that! the 
Government should take son10 action 1n tho 
direction of insisting, if possible, upt)? t~o 
local authoritie,, of the Dund.aberg· d1strwt 
placing this m~tter upun the rate , of tl~e 
town :wd tho d1fforent slnres of tho d1stnc,. 
I mig·ht observe that. in addition to the 
amount which has to be paid by way of 
interest nnd reden1ntion, rluriug tho present 
Yt~ar, the Burnett Bridge has been rcpain~ed 

, at a cost of somewhere about £3,900, whiCh 
the ratepay.ers of the town, and Korth Bunda
bPrg especially, are very n1vch .oppose? to. 
They consider that by tho aboh;·wn or the 
toll sv· tem and the adoption or the prm
ciplc ~f n1aking the maintPHanco ,and Inanage
ment of the bridge a charge upon the ratB~, 
the ,,-ork could be.: dono in n. 1nor -~ eeonomi
f"'ll manner th·1n at present. and I appeal to 
members of the M,iziistrv t~ grant r<>lid by 
abolishing thE' ·toll sys"tPm, Hnt~ free the 
pc:>ple of tho Korth Bundaberg d1stnct from 
a disability they no\v labour nnder. 

ThA PREMIER (Eon. D. F. Denham. 
Oxley) : I listened very ":ttentively to th<; 
lwn. 1nem ber in .1noving lns n1otion, and IL 
appeared to n1c rig·ht throup,h tha~ he ho~d 
verv little c-Jnfidencc in the m-0tion, <l!J-d 
J1l'aCticall\T no }wart in advocatin; it. He 
ach- tnee(f practieally no r,. a~·)ns in suppor!' 
of hi'3 1notion. Ho rchf'ar~.~d a great dc~l 
of bridg·? histo_ry in {Efferent part~ of., :tho 
Stat-0, \.VIth 1vh1ch \YO an_~ alread,v ran1J11ar. 
If ono might JHLraphr:s,: his spee.ch, it 1.vas 
on tho ,-;,0s of BumhL:erg: .and so little 
conftd0nen ha.d h{' in the ju,ticP of hls c1aun 
that ·at tho close he whittled down tho whole 
proposition from being oTlc for the nationali
sation o:f bridr~"-'-' frorn \Vilson's PronlOH· 
tor\'-thoucrh I do not suppc<~ hn \"oo-lld hav·e 
us g-o ovrr 1ha territor.'-' of N<:\Y South \Vale.:;, 
~-o -Fe 1vill hav0 to say fr~rn Texas .t? \'J.,pe 
York~}L, 1vhitt~0d doY'-'11 tne pronos1hon fol' 
national hig·}nyays tD a pr·)PORition that in 
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place of the pn_ mt toll sysL'nl l'vhieh pre· 
Yails at the Burnett Bridg~ shonl1l h.! a n1tc. 
r:J_'hat is a local 1natter. C.-nainl:, I should 
£·'1Y that if it was a 1na.ttcr in vvhich I 
could justifiably interf~_·re, I wonld abo1ish 
the toll and subs'·itute u rate. l titink tho 
day has como when tolls should be abolished, 
and the liability on tho bridge paid for 
bv- tho rnunicinalitios inu11cdiately concerned. 
But it \' :.ts tJy -th'~ arrangcnlcllt o~ the parties 
concerned ,that tvlL'1 and not. ratl's w-ere 
a;,recd upon. The bon. meml.~~r. in opening 
hi.~ nclcln said he ll.1'1 a twofo]J 
ol1jcct. I g<1thcrt ihc fn~ ~, 1vas, but 
it \YUS not qnit.e the SI'COlld \VUS. 
Tl1e first olJjLct "\Y1S hocaus0 o~' the strong 
locul appli{'1tion of tho mofion to a sntall 
sc-cti{H1 of people in Bunda.Lcrg. II_ '-hf'n 
procL-.':"cL--1 to ;c:J,y th3.t, as he \Yas asking for 
somet,hing- for I3nnclabcrg, 11--, found it ncc('S· 
sar:v al-:;o to ask for f<'.)~rlet.hing lor J\Iary
borough 'UHl something· for Brisbane. I 
SUJlJloS-e upon the princil):e of "-~lon ·cratch 
Il1Y back and I'll scrntch yonrs." 

Mr. LEXNO;.;: The idPa behind the han. 
nwmber's n1ind 1vas that he \vas dealing with 
"\vatcrwa~ ..;, which i-. another f'Xnros"lion for 
tidal v•ate1s. lie did not to tlw terri-
tory fron1 Point Danger t·o "l'{ ork. 

The PRE:\!IER: "Natural waterways" is 
i11e term he used in the motion-not " tidal 
1vat~r~." 

J\1r. BARBER: I said "tid·1l v/ater.~" 1n n1y 
spe!-Y.:h. 

Tlw PREMIER : I can only go on the 
han. member's resolution, which desires-

" That, in the opinion of this I-Iou _t, ~he tinF~ 
has arriyed for the GoYennnent to introduce 
legislation dealing 11:rith bridg€s affording rneans 
of comn1unication aero~R our natural wat<-T
ways, thereby reli,?ving the few taxpayol's that 
are now called upon t') bC'ar tl1e burden for 
the n1aintenance of such bridgi" by -..vay of 
special taYation or payrnent of toll . " 

He urged, th0refore, that becauBe of tho 
inconYenience caused to certain individu'a.ls 
in the neighbourhood of the Burndt Bridge, 
the bridges d Maryborough and Brisbane 
also should be fre<-, 

J\Ir. BARBER: It shows the generuus spirit 
I have. 

The PREMIER: I wish the hon. member 
had proceeded to supply arguments why 
that should be dono, and to rc cdise how far
reaching· such a resolution would be. I 
gathered clearly his first object, but I could 
not quite apprehend what his second was. 
'Whether it is because tho mode of collen
tion is antiquated or whether it is because 
local government is effete I could not quite 
gather. I would like to know, since he is 
going- to provide in this generous fashion 
for Brisbane and Maryboroug-h. if ho pro
pose·' to go right through tho Stah in the 
same generous spi1·it. I am told b,· my 
{'ollcague, the Secretary for Raihvays, that in 
the neighbourhood of Mackay thoro is quite 
a number of bridges for \vhich the local 
authorities have paid; and it is only fair 
that, if you are going- to remit tho liabilit:· 
in certain cases, in the san1e spirit of gen
erosity you should credit tho accounts of this 
1ocal authority with the amount spent in 
the erection of their bridges. South of 
Mackay there is an iron bridge over Alli
gator Creek, an iron suspension bridge over 
Sandy Creek. an iron bridge over Scrubby 
Creek, the Pioneer Bridge, a wooden bridge 

acl·o~ the Pionf',~r RiYer at tho hospital; 
th,::_~ Sydnoy-stn~ct Bridge, an iron bri_dge 
built in 1888 by tho Government apd smce 
rnaintaincd by ihc Bridge Board. i'-Jor~h of 
~inckay there arc several \Yoodcn brrdges 
on thC Bowen road; and there arc the 
\Ynkerston and Eton wooden bridges on tho 
main road to tho 'Nest 'in Nobo. And a 
number of -tho loans for thc:;c btidgcs have 
a.lrcady been paid off. So there is quite a 
larg-o number of bridges that might also 
Le provided for if the same gBnerous spirit 
is going to obtain throughout the State. 

Mr. BAnBrP.: Tho main bridge was built 
free of cost to the loc e1l authority. 

Tha SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That is not 
so. 

~lr. RIRBEH: The} arc not over mam 
\ratorways. 

'I'he SECRET.\RY FOR RAIL\YAYS: Yes, they 
arc-. 

Tho PR E:VIIER : The hon. member says 
in his motion that tho "time has arrived 
for tho Government to introduce legisla
tion." \Yith what anxiety, with ·what inter
est, with what solicitude the han. gentle
man must have \ntited for the full lapse of 
tin1c to rno1~e this n1otion. It is apparent 
that the time has only just arrived for 
evoh·ing thio. scheme. Bad the han. gentle
nmn n1ovcd the 1notion la'>t year, I assu1ne 
that the fullness of time would not have 
arrived for the springing of this colossal 
scheme on tho Parliament of Queensland. 

Mr. BARBER: Is not that the usual phrase? 

The PREMIER: The laudable object which 
tho han. gentleman has of relieving- a few 
tnxpayers who arc now called upon to discharge 
their obligations-that laudable object would 
not allow the time to be anticipated; but had 
tho time been mature, no doubt he wo.uld 
have delivered his soul of the burden that has 
evide11tiy been resting on it. I expected the 
han. member would have indicated by the 
sigm of the times how the time had arrived 
--that he would have told us what indicated 
the hour of action. There must be some 
evidence that the psychological moment ar
rived when this motion should be sprung on 
the House, and I have cogitated to find it 
mvsclf. I wonder whether the han. gentleman 
th",nw;ht the finances of the Sta.te wen in such 
a. bu~yant conditio.n that the Treasurer is look
ing for a means of relieving hi1nseH of what 
he mav conceive to be his surplus cash. If 
that thmwht was pressin::! on his mind-if 
that "lvould account for the tin1e havrng ar~ 
rived-lc-t me disabuse his mind of the idea, 
because I can assure the hon. PlcmbN that the 
Treasurer is not a.t all worrier! as t-o how to 
spend the monev at his command, but rather 
h-ow to 1nako th~ monf'y at his co1nmand cover 
all the d<emands pressing upon him. Then I 
was wondering whether he ie apprehensive 
lest some taxa.tion might l1e rPn1itted in the 
course o.f u ft·w \·\ eeks when the Treasurer 
de,liYers his Financial· P 1·atc·mcnt, and :ho 
thought he 'voulcl put in a c!aim that wo\1ld 
preYent an:v such thing b~~ sayinf!, " Deal with 
tlH"·o,e bridges. Just n'li1"Ve the 1VO•CS of 
l3:mdabcrg; h~·hten the: burden of . JVfary
horough : make <(lad the heart of J?nsbane ; 
rend if vou like to extend :your VISIOn, f!O 
::dono- tf~p coast until von strike 0S{'n Cape 
Y ~r1~." I ca.n assure th~c bon. ~ent1eman that 
t herA is not the I~a:::t dang·er of an.v 1vholesal~~ 
rc1nission of taxation, so that the psvchol'C'!fF.
l al 1non1ent. has not arrived for the introdt;C'• 
tion of a ne•.v scheme to anticipate relief from 

Han. fJ. F. Denham.] 
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taxatio.n. can assure the hon. gentlem/. n 
that we haYe to keep a tig-ht Frip on the 
finances; a.nd h.· need not be in the least 
concerned tha.t the TrE'asurer is going to 
con1e do\vn in a few '~'eeks' ti1ne \vith a great 
Budget showing that \VC hardly know how to 
relieve ourse}yes of the caP.h. I \Vand-er 
whether he is seeking to unden,rine the whole 
principle of ]ocal government. 

l\lr. BARBER; Perish the thou((ht. (Laugh-
ter.) •· 

The PREMIER; I was not quite c: ..tr. when 
he referred to high\Ya.y::;, whether ht> '\as seek
ing to nationa.lise our bridge~. '' 1\ ational isa
tion" appears to be a fn.:yourite motto with 
111any hon. :men1L:~·rs oppo~itt~ just now. \Yhen 
discuesing the Ii' :dt h Act j\ 'llenclmcnt Dill 
the other night the hon. member for C'upen
taria "·anted to naf.onali-:c the doctors. 

0PPOSITIO~ :\lE1rBERS: Hear, hear! 

The PI-tE1IIE.R: I suppo ... j the- onlv \'."'av to 
do that V'Ould be to n1akc it imno· -.ibi; fo:r 'anv 
m.edi?al practitioner ·to enga~'To in privat~ 
prachc~. 

111'. R-YLAKD: IIc dicl not sa.y "all." 

The PHEMIER: I appreh<'nd that he >Yould 
go "tho whole hog" if he nat.io.rwJised thorn 
at all; ;_u1d the only \vay to do so '.·. o-uld he to 
make. it in1pos.ihle for then1 to ('Xercise private 
pra.~twe. and proYlfle that thev .i1ln~t c.:D sq 
undc the r8gimc of the StELt8. Yc'sterdav~ 
when --·e 1vcr-o dPa!ins· V\Tith State chi1ch ~11 J 

1norc than one_. t.he " " ob~ 
trncled itself into and I 
gathered mic:ht 
have PS'' ,:ho1op:ical 
mornent "'·.-·he11 the tirne (l D.n:iYf d to 
natio11alisc the brid~!'es. Ifc did v:>n-
ture on that thernf.. -hut he- ha11l0 1 

• \:a 
not qnitc clea:· a.•, to \vhetbcr i"llP . rou11d ·vas 
sound and good. It is e:l0ar enough. ho\Y8YCr. 

that if the mot~ on is tarried "it \vill , trilHl ~ 
pretty big blow at loc .d authority oontrol. It 
has been lairi down that local anthoriti· ac. 
cept. the rec.pon,;ibility for the con·. ru .. tioa of 
their bridg-r and their roads: and if thr' hon 
~entleman is locrical, \'l'h€n remn..-in, 1'"')-pon~i~ 
bility in the 1na.ttcr cf hridrtz:>s. h0 \Yill rt"HOY~ 
respon~ihilit:v in the 111attf.'l' of roads aL..;0. 
..::-\ftsr all. what jg a It i, pract.ical1 v 
an a.rtifi iHl road: it 1 J a 1nade h~ 
means of piers or t.h-.,re nr1 v 
b8 placed iron or ~o thai 1Ta:ffic ma.y paS's 
ovPr ir: and if nrP goin~::- tQ rnakc this 
cla.im in n_·~Pt to thf'~e l--rid2"P '· it. iP. on1 v 
fair to rc\ie~.-c Jocal authnritics of tli0 btn'dPil 
with re7]:l0c~. to connn1micat.ion oyer aU th-e 
'~ atPnYa .. s behYe·C'Il T. -x· s and Cape York. 

:\1r. LEK':\OX: Keep the tidal waters bdorc 
;.~our 1nind. 

The PRE:\'!:IER.: Perhaps the hon. n1ein
ber . 'Till n1ov an <l111C'nrl~11cnt lin1iting it 
to tidal ··'·atPrs; but I thought he was not 
so 11a rachial in his ideas. Evident.h· tho 
moy.~r of this n1otion. has not lwcn able to 
.'3"et a'\ay frmn. the IYO<?S of Bnndaber~; and 
111 oro· r to g-IYC son1e colonr to h1s nro
posnl, h0 inc1ndcs ::.Haryborou;-;h and Brjs
banc. But if you ar~' ~oing to denl IYit.h 
bridgC's, jt is only fait that you should dca.l 
·with f0rri!··• rrl~o. v hPthC'l. tho~-'J f0rricR arc 
maint0incd by boats propcl10d by John 
Sn1ith \Yith o::~r~. OT by n1cans of 'EL!.1 irun 
rope, or ~.Yith Placbinery. \Yhv ~hcnk1 
t l1cy not be fre0 ever>;\Yher~ in t:~o 
St-,tr, from Texas right up to.Cape York? 

11r. I..:zx;..;o;;: \Vhy not? 

[Il··~ . D. F. De;tham. 

The PREMIER: Why should the tax
pavers of Cc irns contribute towards the cost 
of· maintaining our Victoria Bridge? . They 
haYe absolute1v no interest in V1ctona 
Bridge, and why should they be . asked .to 
contribute to>vards the cost of Its mam
tenance? And wln- should the taxpayers of 
Croydon be called upon to contribute to
wards the cost of maintaining the Burnett 
Bridge? Y\'lw should the taxpayers of 
Rom';; be ca !led upon to contribute some
thino- towarch the maintenanc'J of the Lam
ingt~n Bridge ? 

Mr. LE';};m;: \Yln- sho11ld they pay for 
tho Indooroopi1Iy Raihv:1y Bridge? 

The PF:.E11IEH..: I do not think they do. 
Las: yc _n the general railway S.) stem paid 
£4 1[", l~d. per cPnt., so that In.stoad _of 
thor- being a Jia bility in connection vnth 
tl1r1t bcidgc, there is a credit. 

Go''~RX}lEXT :'\IE}JBEHS: Hear, hear! 

1\:~r. LEXXOX: But prior to last year? 

The PilE:'vliEE.: I em deallng with things 
a.) they are-(OppositioD lau~hter)-;->ut we 
cn.n go back for as rnany yt_a.rs as t11e hon. 
Jne1nbcr likes) and we shall find that that 
pn rticn1ar section of our railway systc_1n has 
pn.id far than 3~ per cent.-rt. hB s 
more than intere-t on the cost of con-

Cro"don, Roma, and Bun
;,ot hacl' to pay for the Indoo· 

But if 'XI? arc to be so 
call unon Croydon, Ro111a, 

to pa~· for tho bridges men
thi . .; n1otion, then I expect th~ 

PlC'lnbc-:.· for ~Iaranoa ~.;ill expcc: tb -.t 
tJJacT· .~hould al-:; p:t·- for a work \Yhich 

lw .. s ~Jf on "''-orrying that hon. 1nmn~er. 'They 
ha.y~._; had trouble at Rorna 1n connec-
tion \Yii"' grr bor·:-, They haYc got 
a loan of £5.COO that work, and haYo put a 
boro UoY\Tt, but nafortunatr;lv tho gas is 
not r J thr:mg~1. Still ihey _ha YO to 
pa~T 011 then loan. If Cairns and 
Crovdcn and Ro1na are to con1e to tho 
rcsc;lC' cf I~un_dab.erg in its woc>s, nnd of 

11 u1 1ts and of Bris-
troublf', "·'>"onld n.ot. bo a per-

thing that. those various shi:-es, 
r1rics should bccorne responsible 

the 1 iabilltic ' in rcsrH-'<.:t of, the 
Yen cannot rclicvO Brisbane, 
end Bundaherg except at the 

Q"cneral taxna v ·r. But I aRk, Is 
Bridge Doan.l jn the' n1otropolitan area 

to cHrY its liabilitv, less able> to 
pay intc.\rest. ~tnd rcdcn1pt'ion noY\' than 
it ~-~a c-' 1vht n it entered ir;to that obligation? 
Is }iaryt-Jrongh lr.s able to p'l.,. its pro
portion of the debt owed on the bndgc 
which it. is i!1 110\V than it "\Vas 

"\Yhell it ., ipto that o~ligat~<?n? . Is 
Bundabc:rg aD1e to 1ncct 1fs obugatlons 
llO\V than it "\-a~~ ,-..-hen it incurred those 
obligatio!"IS? I ycnlnre to think that in 
this- year, 1911. ·when thin ~E are more pros
perons than thC'Y ,,Yere y;-hen the local autho
rities con· .·rnecf fe1t able to enter into those 
ob]igahon· .. th \T can nle"t t.hcir liabilit.ies 
·without assi~tan-cc fron1 the State. I kno"\v 
that ,,-hen t:w \lit toria Bridge Board in
curred their lia.bjlity things \Y('rc Y<'l'Y dull, 
and thf:'rC' i.s nothing beforB the I-Ionsc to 
~how that t} y n<.ec1 any special r~l~e£ at 
t!1c prC'~~"'nt : nor ha\·c y,·e an:y eYid nco 
that ot-ht.,l' C>al authorities cone'_ "'11Cd ere in 
need of snt ial relief. I haYt: oft0n thought 
that it "\vOuld be an exc0llcnt. thing if V\ could 
:5nd n1onC"v to hcln local authu·jt~-~s in ne,vl,v· 
opened .eli' ~ri :·ts-In :1 distTict lil:o ... A.thc,·ton1 
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for inst{lnce, where tho scrub is yery heavy, 
and it is difticult to make roads, and co,ctw 
eYen to clear then1, or in districts like the 
Tully River district an cl many parts of the 
St. George district. I have anxiously desired 
to be able to a.pist lonl authorities in dis
tricts like those to construct bridges, and 
possib]J~ to 1nakc roads, but such has been 
the .state of tho finances that we have not 
been able to 1nako any provision for such 
works. To reli Ye the local authorities of 
Bundaberg, lVIaryborough, and Brisbane by 
putting a further obligation on outside dis
tricts, \Yh0ro they haYe to struggle with 
118"\\ conditions, would, I think, be an unfair 
thing to do this year, in \Yhich the expendi
ture• of ·tho State is being piled u11 y~r.,· 
ccnsiderably, not only by it_._(_rea>-:ing ·· tlaries, 
but also by incrctsed services, and by 
the incrutscd yotl'~ for thC' Educ~tion J)e
parhncnt. I can a:sure the hon. n1o1nbel· 
that there is no surplus cash to drav.~ upon 
for the c ·Jnsti·uction of bridges. If l e yP,

lieYo t.he Bnrnott, La~11ington, a:1d V~ictorin 
Bridge Boards of their present obligni.ion 
a.ncl futuro liability in respect of their 
brids-c'3, it is certainl~- a fair thing that we 
should adjust the accounts of local authori-
ties -who haYo erected bridgE-s any tirno 
during th{; past ten ycars 1 ' th(_\ 
haYo any liaLilit:· to tho Treasury or not. 
I recognise Yery cloa1·ly the difticulti,' yrhiC'h 
surround the constitution o£ a bett.- rn1ont 
an.;a. l\o nutttor '-"here YOU hn,yc a bctt.er
Iner:.t are:a, you a.ro boL;.nd to n1eet v.;ith 
son1c injustice or anornah·. But in f'uch 
n1~~tters we lu:l_\ to do ~he~· be~t ''"~ can. 
''' nen the Bnngc Boaru cnstnct 111 the· 
n1etropo!itJ.11 area was constituted, no doubt 
thc1:o \Yas a certain n1easure of injustice 
done to the Yarious local authorities con
cerned. 

}.lr. 1\Li'CGI-L-\.N: \\onld 
principle apply to tho 
mentioned? 

bcttcrn1ent 
YO"!..l have 

Tho PRE_\liER: X_,..c3, e ha-.;?o iL there 
~tlready; but wo should like to go b'~yond that 
1.n tho of lor \ authoritic.; in no\'i ly-opened 
districts the'· haY? SiJ::.<·~ J_l difEcnltie" to 
contend against in n1aking roads, and all "\Y(~ 
hase bf'..:.D able to do has lK·c to giYo them 
::-on1e assistanc? fl·n1n tho oublic estate iln
pro•.roment fund. But. to c-om.o ba.ck to the 
constitution of the Brisbane betterment area, 
I quite recognise that thoro "\Yere perhaps in
equalities resulting fron1 tho arrangement 
1 ~ade, and pofsjbl:· son1o jnjnstico dono, but 
the· thing vvas fix_d by la\v, and the ~.vholo 
n1atter \.as thv ·o·~.s·hly thr;:u-hcd out in the 
House. I was not tbere nt the time, but I 
l'nderstand that the matter was dealt with in 
a spirit of kindliness and \v:ith a d.:·sire to help 
one another. rrhcrc is no suc:l th~rrs· as a toll 
at l\laryborov~·h. I c::.··J.S<:d i·ha.t ycry hand
some bridge, tho L~nniJJgton Bridg~, recently, 
and I did not find anyone collecting toll. 
The fY for th,J reYcnuo L·or:.1 v,rhich that 
bridge rnainta1Jcd is pn,id bv itnposing a 
rate Jl1 taxp;.ycrs, and I t!link tho sam.c 
thing can bo dono equally a:-. con\ ~niently in 
the c-tso of the Burnett Bridge. I n1akc no 
secret of the fact that we rTa lh? cannot 
afford to finance tho propo.-iti{ n "'\-hich ha-; 
been laid be> fore the Ho .f c:· bY !he hon. 
n1en1ber for Bundaberg. · 

1-Ir. ~L,tKN: ·cnlc~s yoL1 strike ::1 rate on the 
areas to be bcn0fited. 

The PRE:~,fiEP.: Tb0 n22a:;; Brf' paying a 
rate no'.v. The total cost of the \. ictoria 

Brid!l"e is £127,457. Gp to tho pre&_nt the 
local authorities have regularly 1nct their 
obligations, and there is a balance c~ue of 
£:57,861. The total cost of tho Lanungton 
Brido-0, including sornc r....,pairs, is £27,144, 
and the baianco of the loan to-day is £13,178. 
Tho total , ost of the Bnrnctt Bridge is 
£63 ?97 and the total liabilitv or balance of 
k·a~ is' £26.611. Now, if you~ write off those 
loans to con1nlv ,vith tho hon. n1mnbor's 
r.-que··.t-bcrau~e" that is what it amounts to
the an1ount of £97,651 ~·-,;. 3d. \vould haYo to 
he borne by th.J general ta.xpayC'r. Now, this 
c-:Juld not L • d~bited to loan fund. There 
is no roYenue sLirnlns to be cut up in 
that rr1anner. und. -even if there ~,\as, vve 
wonlcl haxo in all ctcrcncy to carry tho tT1ing 
furth0 r to ot.h0r local authorities \Yho are 
concerned in tho :matter before the :House. 

:'.lr. ;.:A:o;x: It practically drag-.s all the other 
local authoritit.s in. 

The PE.E:JIEit.: ·Yes. The vvhole thin;:-
wculd haYe to subsidic ?lt by tho State. H 
nn1st bo borne rnind that t.he..;e bridges 
under roYicw to-clay hayc probably had better 
trcatrncnt than oH:·?-r bric~?es in the Sta.to, 
inas111uch as the Goverrllnent agreed in tho Bill 
ro proyide half thG original cost. _J-Iaying 
l1alf tho original cost provided, there 1s ~ pro~ 
position no;v. a fr:'"'· years, to remit the 
balu,nco of t .:-:- \\~ o cotdd not difforen~ 
ti:::Je. and vy; have to deal y;·ith_ the 
Jo( tl' authorities throughou~, the State, 
not n1orc~v in connection "· i.th tidal Tivors, 
bt1t also ,,;ith '"" _, ~orv.-,Lys, so that I rnust pro
t<•st against the resolution; ~rst, on account 
of the financ.i., 1 aspf r:t?--too btg a burden on 

taxnaycr: CcCCOC"ld, that I think it would 
ineq-uifa ~Jlc--not a fair proposition. that 
D(<mle in the \Yost ;vho hnyo no ll11tno
- in-terest in ('ither of th_ so lal'gc struc-

tun ,, should be u-:;k~d to finn,nce it; and, third 
---Y ~lich I think equ::tlly as important a~ either 

2--it is ;•ulr c··siYe of thr; gen1us and 
and ide~. al~ogcthel' of l~:?cal govc-~·n

rnent. Tt ".\'oulc.~ rc. dly bo a reversion, a gou1g 
back to the da vs of endoo;\'llH nt, which would 
i ·yo]yc · 3rants fro1u tLe Trcas.ury, 
'xhich ihe? cannot stand up aga1nst. 
ThPrc \\·onld be one \vay of sL.tnding up 
against it. I suppose, and thnt ~oul~ be tho 
irnposition of a land tax. .Alrrsdy local 
::toYerun1Pnt j~, reall"~.- in cffcr~ a land tax. It 
~·) a tax 01·1 tbe. nni"!"l1nro....-ed Yalues of. land for 
spending- in their loCal busines~, ~nd I think 
ir is a far nobler and bethr pnnmple to con
tinue than from <t gencral pool to provide 
n1oncv for doinrr ,,-yrks of bE- ncfit in an;.
sneciaJ di_.tri.~~- I think the r~ns"''' or is suffi
rc"iently strong to cnnblo us. to hope that the 
uotic:1 \Yill Pithcr be ~1'lthdrawn or ne-ga-
tiycd the Yo it ->;s-thut to ag-rcr• to this 
',·auld a hun-:;~ burden on the general 
1 E>.:payer, that it would ~e inoquita.blc: .. an~ 
that it. 0c· :l 1: snbYeTSlYO of tho sp1nt ot 
I( ':al go\-ernn1-2nt. 

~Ir. B-;;lLAl\D 
trr:ttec1 this matter a 
L~ ginn in~ cf his ad dross. 

Tho Premiel· 
lig-htly at the 

::.lr. Lr:::;?-:ox: }TeHi", hear~ 
Th'- PRE:1n;-:R: Do you object to a littl·c 

ligh .. ~o~nctim;:_" '? 
:Yir. RYLA:"'D : :\o: but 1oeul g-overn

Incnt i~ a ~eriou"> que:-.tion. It ·is a s-Lrious 
q:1estio ~. t'J. ~he peop~o 

1 
in Bundab.~~g a?nd 

othc ... · cust.n-cts, t :;;pe·mal(V tho poop1e "'' h_o 
haxu to pay tht:' toll for pr.~sing o_ve1: tlu~ 
hrido-0 Tht:' Pren1i.er that this 1s an 
inopp;;l'tun~ y:-mc to cnclo\;Tncnt,. 
This j ~ a rin1e ·a GoVCl':.!.n1cnt 

111''· Ryland.l 
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"\Vhich repn.sent ..Au~t.rnllan d•rnocracy ought 
to take some stc•!)s to do a way •sith toll bars 
on t dl' 1nain hndge.~ in Qtwens:and. I do 
not know of any p~ac' right throughout 
Australia at tlw present tirnc \Yhcrc ~he~: 
baYo a tollbar crossing a bridge, cxc~Dt oYer 
tho 1~1~rnctt J-t~vcr. I think this Ino~l~od 
shou1ct ue ab-o~IS1H-;--l and som~~ other prov1s10n 
IHi1d(' different to that oi' th~~ old days v,Iu::n 
people had to pay ld. to cro>, a· Lridg~. 
\Ye had to pay a to:! for a year or two when 
crossing Victoria Bridgt). 

Tho PRE.1IIER: It "\Vas J for some tirne. 

::\fr. R YL~\="D: That \Vas do. a\ny \vith, 
as the loc~'ll uuthoritles \Yithin Lhe area took 
DYer t}w liability, and ._q'o bearing it now. 

Tho SECRETAHY FOTI H.\lL\VAYS: \\'hv don't 
tho J.,_,·:al antlwriti~·~s in Hu11daLcr(r ·~;o the 
same thing? t:l 

~lr. HYLA~~D: It is not so very long rag·o 
that· you could not go to ToO\YOltg \.vithout 
having to pay a toll; that is dono a\v~:ty 
with. That is whv bon. member for 
Bundabcrg thinks that tho tinw has ,arrivrd 
1Y~en a -deu1oeratic :Th.Iinistry, such a.s "\vo are 
supposed to have, shou:d take steps to do 
away \vith tolls all round. 

The PRE)JIER: It is quite a matter of local 
concern. 

::\1r. EYLA:\"D: It mav not be a matter 
for local concern; it 1nay h~ a rnatter for 
t~e Govornn;c,nt. Th.--.v contributed propor
twnally to the cr•cction of this hrid~c-a 
v_ery in:portant bridg·e over one of the 1:rgest 
nvers In the State, -and on~ of our national 
high wa:. s. Tho local authorities should be 
ab!:J to rnect thr>ir liabilities in :c·Un1e other 
way than by a tollbar. That is what I havo 
an objection to~the Governrnent is not see
ing that the tnoney is collc~ted in son1e \.VUV 
that v.-ould be rnorc cquitabli~ than this. ~ 

~1:r. ::.\IAl\~: Tho shires ar2 paying for it. 

:VIr. RYLAND: The people going in over 
the bndge from ::"-Torth Bunclaberg cl.nd other 
parts to do Lusiness in Bundv .. herg arc the 
people who arc paying for it. They pay ld. 
when they g·o over, but the property-holders 
·in the town do not practically pay much at all, 
beDausG d1cy ha"\TP no no<'ePsit, to go over thP 
bridge. v 

)lr. lVlAX~: This rnotion does not proposo 
to do a\:vay with it. 

Mr. HYLAI\D. VvTe wan!, to do awa:v 
with the tollbar iu corm<'ction with it· it 
is in tha,.t ·,~..~~se I (UTI supporting the l;on. 
n1ombcr ror .Hundaherg. By so1n-e rnoans "\VO 

shoul-d do a\.Yay 'With tho barbarous svstern 
of tho toll bar. · 

Mr. lVlAcGH.\X: They did a>:vay wih the 
tollbar on the Ipswich road. 

Mr. HYLAND : I remember in connection 
with this wry bridge, I \\as going along 
to Bundaberg, and I did not want to stop in 
North Bunda berg; I wanted to get right in 
tho town of Bund:1bcrg and stop for the 
night. "While I \\·as riding- across the brid~e 
on my bike the toll-keeper jumped un a~d 
shook his hand at me, and I thought it was 
some old friend of mine when working on 
raih,-ay construrtion, and I just rode by and 
shook my hand at him. (Laughter.) When 
I got into Bun~laberg I w:ts told he wanted 
me to pay the nenalty, and I was asked 
"Did he blow the whistle?" I said " I 
heard no whistl 0

." "Well," he said. "'If he 
blew the whistle that was to call the police, 

[irf1·. Ryland. 

and tho volice would follow me and arrest 
mo for going oyer that bridge without pay
ing the !JOnalty."' (R•m ,wed laughter.) Now 
the hon. n1mnber fur Bundaberg wants sonle
thing done that >Yill do away .-:ith tho toll
bar systora, and I think the Go,-ernlne.nt., If 
thPv "cannot see th ir '''av to deal with this 
uucstion in the way 1he ho{L mcn1ber suggests, 
(hoy should E ··~; ~that tho nloue:;~ -..vas pro
vid,cd in '"me other \Yay than by the toll 
s--Btem. \Yh v should not tho Government 
de!ine a benefited area, or a joint local 
authority, to m ·et this liability? 

Tho PHEl\IIEU: That is not p.toposed under 
tho resolution. 

Mr. RYLAI\D: Y,s, it is. 
1The PnED'!IER : It is a dernand to relieve 

thc•n of a!! liability. 
::i1r. RYL_\ND: 'That is a matter of detail 

-to relieve them of liability. 
'l'he PREMIER: You nwv calf that a de

tail, but it i3 a principle. " 

C~Ir. HYLA:\"D: We want to do away with 
this toll system in connection with bridges. 

The Ho~IE SECHETARY: Whv do not the local 
authorities tako action trJ hayo their .Act 
anwndcd so as to allow them to form a 
joint local authority? 

Mr. RYLAI\D: It might not be neces
sary. 

The HO'I1E SECRETARY: It must be the 
case, becau'y~ the bridge is under their ... :\ct. 

Mr. HYLAND: Can the, do that without 
legislation? ~ 

Tho Ho'IIE SECRETARY: Ko; they must 
have legislation. 

Mr. EYLAND: That is tho point. Will 
the Government bring in a Bill to make 
provision for a joint board of the local 
authorities in 1che area benefited? If one 
local authority stands out they ·would pre
vent it being done. 

The Hmm BECRETAHY: 'l'hc power rests in 
tho Home Departmout to bring them all in. 
I did that in connection with the Three
mile Bridge the other day. 

Mr. HYLAl'ID: I do not think you ca_n 
do it without legislation, because there 1s 
Bundaberg itself. That is one of the 
wealthiest local authorities interested in this 
bridge, and yet it is the one that pays less. 

The Ho:ME SECRETARY: Their Act would 
have to be amended undoubtedly. 

:Mr. RYLA:'\D: I think the Government 
should nutko sorne provision----

The H01IE SECRETARY: Does not all the 
traflic coming into Bundaberg provide the 
1noney? 

~.Ir. HYLAND: '.fhere arc a lot of people 
who go into Bundaberg to work, and the.Y 
have to pay, while tho big business men-1t 
is not neccsvuy for them to go over the 
bridge-do not pay. 

Tho Hm!ll SECRETARY: I am not fathering 
lhe toll s: -,tom. [ do not believe in it. 

::\Ir. RYLAND: As regards wh~t the 
Premie1· said a.bout Brisbane finding the 
money to build their own bridg0s, I renwm
bor tho time when a good dcml of work was 
done in Brisbane from Government endow
n1ent, and that endoy.-nH?nt \\·a:) practically got 
all over the State. \Yo used to give endow
ment to the local lmthoritiee, but the metro
politan area·-North Briobane and South Bris· 
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Lane in particular--practicJJ::~ raided the 
Treasury. I think i is " good principle as 
reg:.trds local goyc:nnnent that the Go\crrn:nent 
sbou~~ prC?vide t}lc: bi!.:( national bi:~hY ay:, of 
the ~Late, 1nsteae of ~t of {'HdO\V-
mm;: that is city of Bris-
bane, and, pt and other 
big to-··ns. They io 
1nake the road~ 
tida.l rivers, such u.s 
i\faryborougll. I think 
satisfactory. ~tnd it ""Onld n1orc in keeping 
with the principle of equity thall the •~ay th·_ 
endov.'ll1~"'nt was given. Although I \V:n ah"ays 
aga.inst tbo local axttlwritiPs gettiug e1ldow
ment. still I thoug·llt it >Yould be wPll for the 
Government to aFsist the out oide local authori
ties in opening up the country. I think they 
should nulk8 son1e provision bv vYhi::h the 
people of Bundabe.·g would Le ena.blcd to do 
awa.y \Yith t1J8 11l'Ct~·Pitv of haYing this toll~ 
bar. I am qnite satisfier! that the Homn Secre
tary could proYide the nwan, hv which this 
tollbar syHteni could be done a~.vay \vith, as 
was done in the case of the \Tictoria Bridr·e. 

The Hmm ~ECRETARY: \Ve han' abolished 
it in thB local a.uthorities. 

I\Ir. R."ILAND: You hnxc done it in Bris~ 
bane r.~_,ncl in Dian.-1lorou?·h and if onlv ono 
loc,1! authority w'onld not. fa.ll into !i'ne. I 
think the GoYPrnme41t sho,uld step in and say 
that that local a.uthority n1ust cmne into lin(', 
anrl an area would be rlefi1wd so that the 
burden would fall ]ig·htly on all. To this 
oxtf'nt I support the n1o'tion. and '"jth tho 
democratic C o.Yrrnmt_·nt v:c ha:ye at the prt
sent time, I think thPy ongh t to make it 
their aim to Sf'e tha.t that old stvle of making 
road~ a.ncl bridg<:>s, that is bv a tollbar svstc~ 
-in this instn.r~ct: the only O:ne in Quem~sland 
-should be clone a.1,1·ay v.,ith. 

Que tion stated. 

The HO:\!E SECRETARY (Han. ,T. G. 
Appel, Alber·t): Mr. Speaker--

Till' SI'EA KE·R: Ordf'r! I hope the Home 
Secretary \vi!l not a.<:ain rrllo1v n1c to read 
right .throuc;h the question before rising. 

The HO:\IE SECRETARY: I apologise, 
Mr. Speaker. I will not offend in this respect 
?'.gain. I do not propose to occupy the atten
tiOn of tho House for anv great length of 
time, but in listening to wl;at. has fallen from 
hon. members on the other side of the House 
it struck me what an extraordinary roltc frzc~ 
has taken place in connection with the senti
ment's which they express to-dav and the 
sentiments which they at different' times have 
expressed. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

The HOME SECRETARY: Now we find 
that. han. n;embers ;vho are supporting this 
motiOn, · .. ·Inch provides that these bridges 
which are for the interest and benefit of 
ratepayers and freeholders of the State, should 

be made a national charge-a 
[5 p.m.] charge upon the .lreneral taxpayer 

of the State, who in many in
stances hos no interest in them. and who, so 
far as these works are concerned had no re
presentation as to whether the~ should be 
erected or placed in the position they are in 
or no.t--to-clay we find hon. members oppo
site, perhaps because it is in their own parti
cular locality. advocating that principle which 
on so many occasions they l!aye condemned. I 
have been consistent--

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! and 
laughter. 

The HO:\lE SECRETARY: I repeat I have 
been cousistent-(OppoJition la.uf·hter)-in so 
far as my own opinion is concerned. 

~lr. ...\lArGHA:\: \YhcY2Yer cl.Jnbted that! 
l\o one doubt.cd that for a rnorncut. 

The H0::\1E S E\ 'RETAHY: I hope not. 
I hayo be{;n colJsisrcrn in the opinion ·which 
l hayc always held, that any~ work which is 
c:onstructcd for the bu1efit oi the ratepayer 
01 freeholder, that that ratevayer should pay 
for that p.d·ticuL:.Lr W{Jrk. (Ilcar~ hear !) .. A.nd 
nD portiou oi that {.-O,-:;t. or of that charge 
should bo thr·J'Xn uJJon the general taxpayer 
of the ~tate ~y a g1~'an;.. of 1_11oncy .. bc~ng rnc;tde 
frDEl tlJc nanon .l !Ul.!.Ci. oi the ..:Jtatc. That 
is tho position which I hold to-day. I have 
on different oc-casions, in addrcssrng the local 
C!Uth()ritic.s <ni the subjc-ct-nmtter of 6 grant 
fron1 the '.f , eunsist-cntly opvosod su-2h 
>~:L gr<>.nt on 1Jrincipk lrhich l havo just 
statcd-tha +- ratepayer and t.lw l.Jroperty 
vf tlH.. ratdpaycr \Yhieh is iHtere&ted HIHi 

ll8IJC'f"its by that partieular ,,;·ark 5hould rHlJ
f.or that \rork. That is the OlJinion vv hich 
I hold to-da:. I int{'rjeeteJ just now that I 
did not fatlH:r the irnposirion of tolls. I 
arn oppc<~·d t-o it, anl huYo ah~:aye; been 
opJJOSc~d to it, bocau~1c T eonsi,df'r it ro be a 
reiic of the past. (Hear, hear ~J In connection 
I\ ith the LoL:tl Authoritifl-; AcJ-, in Dnc of tho 
a,_n{'n(.ling .Ae+ ~-l think it was tli2 1902 ..:\ct
the: po\''Cr to 1PYV tolls for work of this 
chal''~'- ter \Yas tnl~en a\r.~v fron1 th<=- local 
authori'-it>s-<and quito · too-and a 
JHO\'ision 1vri"s n:ado · Jnt asure whcrcbv 
the local authorii \'lDC2fl10ll caft 
'11! upon other· to bear 
portion t.lw of the 
\York in ~econd 
place in the <>"Jst of that 
1\-ork. Tht.'-- {>.'ln call UJJOH the adjoining 
l?cal auth.ori,tiPs in the ar ._;, to assist. thc-ln in 
tnat particular work. 

Mr. nYL,\~;D: I do not think that was 
carried. 

The HO:\J:E SECRET"~RY: It w1s carried, 
and Jf the hon. gc..:_tl-enlan ·will take the 
trouble to n1akc hin1s<.lf acquain1·ed \' ith thG 
Pnactmcnb now in force in tho State ho will 
eee that is the !a w. If an v of thoso local 
authorit.ic-,') called upon refu.~o to agree, or 
refuse to t-ako portion of the burden, it lies 
with the Home Sccrctrrrv, as the adminis
tr,atiYe head of the local authorities, to earn
pol them; and wo had an instance of that 
the other dav in CDnnection with what is 
Rnown as the' Three-mile Bridge on a mam 
road. 

Mr. MAcGHA'I: ~"here was that? 

The HOME SECRETARY: The hon. 
gentleman interjects " ·where was that?" 
(Laughter.} I noticed that when tho ques
tion of that bridge has cropDed up the hon. 
111Clnber has rernaincd reillarkablv silent. 
rLaughtor.} The hon. member knows that the 
local authorities >.-ere called upon to con
tribute to the construction of a new bridge. 
Some of them agreed to it, but others ,·efused 
to do so, and I then issued an order. which 
I a1n empo\n~rr?d to issue, narr1ing the local 
authorities and the proportion that they 
should pay in connection with the money re
quired for the cost of construction of the 
bridge. That js the case to-day. In connec
tion with the Burnett Bridge, whic.h appar
ently is aimod at--

Mr. MAuGHAN: There is no " apparently" 
about it. It is absolutely certain. 

H on. J. G . .Appel.] 
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The HOJ\Lf!: SECRETARY: Apparently 
the hon. _n1e1nber _who rnoved this n1otion put 
up certam dummros to shoot at in order to 
attain lus one particular object, which was 
tho Burnett Bridge. 

l\lr. BARRER: Pt•rish the thougLt! (I ~!tig: 1 -
ter.) 

. The J:IOJ\IE SECRETARY: I am afraid 
tloat so tar as that bon. member is concerned, 
~f he could free . the Burnett Bridge his 
mterest m the Vrctona Bndge or anv other 
bndge would cease. · 

J\lr. BARBER: No. 

_The HOJ\lE SECRETARY: I have not tho 
slightest doubt that if a matter came fon. ard 
wrth the hope of relieving those ratepayers 
who have to co~1tnbute to the principal and 
mterest of the v wtona Bndg·e, then the hon. 
member would be the very first one to rise 
up and obJect that the Treasury should ha vo 
to contnbute to such an oiJject. 

J\Ir. BARBER: No; perish the thought! 

The HOJ\IE SEORE'l'ARY: With regard to 
~he unposrhon of tolls, I quito agree · cith the 
:1on. 1ncrnbc::r, but apparentl.) those \vho \vero 
mte~·ested m the . construction of this par
ticular bndge obtamcd the passage of an Act 
;vl~Ich gave thmn. the poY\'<:n·. to construct that 
l.'ndge, an.d whwh gave then1 the po---ver, 
under section 13, to levy tolls. Now, the 
p1:oper !nethoJ. to be adoptod in connection 
wrth thrs matter would be for tho different 
local authorities, or locctl autllJilritv which is 
i11terested~ to approach the lie uSc ,vith a 
nlE.a~ure ro~· thG purpose of ·~'_!_ncnding this 
P_a_rticular pl8CG of lvgislation, and I n1av say 
thiS ~'t.once: 11hat if the loC'al authoritieS Vv'h; 
are Interested d< -ire to bring in such a nloa
sure, I, as the adininistratiYe head of the loc_ al 
~uthoritics, v;ill bo only too glad to assist in 
rts pasngo through tho Hou,,e. 

HO)<IOURABLE }1Ei\IBERS: II car, hear! 

The HOJ\IE SECKI!:TARY: That is the 
posr~wn. But I say once more that anv 
moho!" whrch has for its object the purpose 
of, rehev1ng. those 'vho are interested, ~tnd for 
wnose particular benefit, and for tho benefit 
of whoso particular property, a 1vork is con
struc.tcd_, any n1ot.ion \vhrch has lor its object 
thJ h.tlnng. a~vay of these pa~ ticu1ar .Jnrdens, 
and 1mpos1ng then1 upon the general tax
payer of the State, I say at once distinct I v 
tl1at I :>m ab,olutoly oppo cd to any such 
p,rop~srtwn~. (Hear, hc:tr !) I repeat again 
ohat che aco~on of hen. memh-rs on the oth<'t' 
srde can only be described as an a1Jsolut 8 
volte f~J.ce on ~he prcyions pl'otestations and 
rrofeSSlOilS wluch they haye hitherto 111ade in 
connection with this particular subject-matto~T. 

. JUr .. ~-YLAND: \"'"{ e al \Vays vot<: d against tho 
r;nposrt!on of" tol!~ars in every provision in 
l11e Local Auchontres Act. 

Hon. R. PHILP: No; you on!,- vot d a'"ainst 
bars and barmaids. (Laughtp~·.) .. o 

J\lr. RYLAND: I vot:'d against CYel'V forn1 
of bar. -

The HO:VIE SECRETARY: Seeing that 
tl11s pro.v1s10n was excluded in the 1902 Act, 
and socmg that we passed an amending Act 
last sessJ.On, my only Y onder is that hon. 
gen~lemen opposite did not take the oppor
tunity on that occasion to bring up this 
matter of tolls. 

Mr. RYLAND: It was outside the scope of 
the Bill. 

UHon. J. G. Appel. 

The HOME SECRETARY: It might 
have been brought U)J 'nd Yentilated, and 
the amendment of the Act might very well 
ha Ye been considered by the House this 
session. 

Mr. BARBEH: "\Ve ,,culd have been ruled 
out of order . 

The HO:YIE SECRETARY: 'l'he hon. 
DlOinber for Gyn1pie spoke of public high
''""Y s. On this oc0asion he discm ers a con
sidc,rable a;"ount of interest in the duty of 
the country to relieve the persons who are 
intere :Jtod in the lands that arc benefited by 
the construction of these bridges of thei'r 
ol>ligation in connection with bridges which 
he tern1s public higlnvas.:J. He suggests that 
the State should bear a proportion of the 
co:;'-, u nd support::; the n1otion of t,he hon. 
member for Bunclabcrg. Surely the hon. 
rne,nbcr must relllemlwr t!tat the State has 
overt~1keu its obligation and its duty in that 
connection; fat arc not the railways of the 
State the public high\mye of the State, and 
has not tire State built the necessary bridges 
to carry those high\\ ays over the waterways 
of the State? Every session are 've not 
passing additions to those highways, and 
constructing the necessary pas8ages over 
those watJr\~, ays? T~-day the n1e1nbers on 
tho other side of the Ij.ou.sc are quite ready 
to S\V~,llo\v their principles-quite ready to 
assist in :a::.n.king a raicl on the Treasury for 
the purpo,_a of assisting the freeholders of 
the :::;tate. I sor11otnnes 'vonclor, but on this 
01>"':1.Sion I not alone 'yonder b'--It I marvel, to 
h: :Lr such scnti1nents falling h·o1n tht.' }ips of 
the hon. nlelnb,.__;rs on tho other side. They are 
~nxious Lo help tho "freehold S\Veuter." I 
rather doubt their gonuinones-3 in the matter. 

:&Ir. LEt\~ ON: ..:-\r8 tLey sweaters? 

rrhe IIQ}:IE SEL'l~ET.ARY: Tho hon.Inein
bor has said so repeatedly; and to-day the hon. 
member for Bunda berg is wanting to relieYe 
il1om of their bl!l'dens. I \'"ould really like to 
discover his motive-I cannot see it yet; but 
I confess that I do not believe in the ~enuine
rwss of tho motion which he has moYcd. So 
hr ,, , I mn concenwd-c.nd I think I can 
5peak for the party sitting vn this side of 
the liouno--they are absolutely opposed, in 
tho first ins~anco, to the i1nposition of tolls, 
and, iu the second in:, l a nee. tho~- arc not dis
poeed to support any proposition which will 
have for its efftct the relieving of the free
holders of a local go,-crnment tax which 
tile"· pay, and which slwLrlcl rightly fall upon 
thorn. All that those sarr1e local goyernment 
taxpayers ask is i he.t they shall be permitted 
J~o carry out their v ark of local govern111ent 
without anv interforence-t~1at the State shall 
not intc.rfc~e vnth thmn in the collection of 
the La.x: .. tion on uninlfH'OYed valucf, \.vhich is 
lLIJessary to ctrry out their local govern
llltrlt. For that purpose und for that reason 
it ba ~ b,~ en the policy of this Adn1inistration 
_ancl of the party sitting on this side of the 
liouso to oppose the impositivn of a land tax 
11pou tlv~ frv,hold l~nds of tho State. No\'. it is 
a n1ost extraordinary tllin~' th._,_t although the 
iin~-'(Jfition of a -Lax ~J' the St~te upon fre•'
hold lands is a plank in the platform of the 
party on the other side, to-day, for sorne 
reason--I 'vish I could diticOYer what it is
they haYe a feeling of friendship for tho 
freeholder. To-day tho'' are anxious to rc
liev~~ hin; of his, ~~espo~sibilities; th.ey are 
anx1ous LO help illEl; tl1ey are anx1ous to 
assi~t hi1n in making a raid on the Treasury 
and upon the pocket of the poor 'Yorker vd1o 
is not endowed or blessed with freehold 
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land. (Opposition laughter.) They are 
ready to·day to take something out of his 
pocket to help the freeholders of the State. 
Once more I doubt the genuineness of those 
hon. mornbors; and l can only repeat that 
the Joe£! authority iaEpayers of Queensland 
are perfectly willing to oyertake tho obliga
tions which fall upon them so long as they 
are not interfered with in the means by 
which they obtain the nec·"ssary funds to 
.carry mlt their works. 

Mr. WHITE (Jlusgrar•): As the member 
for the district of 1\lusgraYe, I can only 
speak for mysol£, and I say that I h.ave 
never promised a free bridge at any electwn. 

Mr. ~fURPHY: Hear, hear! Do\vn 1vith 
free bridges. (Laughtct.} 

:Ylr. ·wHITE: At the .oame time, I think 
that a bridge like tho Burnett Bridge could 
hardly be constructed by a local authonty 
without .tho assist,ance of the GoYernment. 
It has cost ,a little over £70,000, and I do 
not think that anY local authority cmlld 
either borrow that amount or raise it. The 
Burnett Bri·dgo .is rather an exception to the 
general bridges of the Sbtc. It is built OYer 
a very wide dre.am-I think it is the long0st 
bridge in Queensland. I ha,Yc not been a p
proa<:hed personally by .any 01 my conshtucnts 
and asked to get a, freo bri.ig-·2. In fact, I w'ls 
rather surprif:ied '\vhcn I saw the notice on 
the business-paper, because I have neither 
h"~en consulted by the hon. Incn:tber for Bun
.daberg nor have the people o£ Bundabcrg 
or the peo11k'! of Musgrave approached 1110 

·with regard to the question now before the 
I-IoU'-€. Before bringing forYYarcl this 1notion 
the hon. nien1bcr for Bundaberg n1ight very 
well have c.onsulted the JH€n1bcr for the 
district, and he rnight al•o very \"'.c.~ll havo 
<:onsultf J the membcl'S for :Ylaryborough and 
Brisbane, if he was q;oing to take up the 
cudgels for those plHcc3--

1d:r. BARBL'l: Win should 'I consult you 
on behalf of the Buundaberg e~ectoratc? 

11r. "\VIIITE: Then he n1ight haYe been 
:abl8 to get the a-.:'3istancc of these hon. 
nwmbers. 

lllr. LEXNO~: J .. the bridge 111 your electo
rate? 

Mr. ·wHITE : It is not in mv clcctorat.~. 
but I arn Yery closely conn-cc1-·'d 'with it, ~and 
jt is v£'ry 1nuch used indeed by tho peo 1Jle of 
the l\JuPgravo electora.Le, and thcrC'forc I an1 
just as \Vcll entitl d to snu1.k an tho question 
as tho han. rnernber for Bunci.abcrg or tho 
deputy lHder of the Oppc>sition. 

Mr. BARB>=B : There is no reason why ycu 
should bP con::,ulte::l on the Int'lt.~.-=-r~ though. 

Mr. WHITE: I think I am entitled to 
speak vn tho question; -even though the bridge 
is not in n1y electorate. A.t the san1o ti~cl, 
I \Yould not lL:tVP risen ~at all bnt for son1c~ 
tl1ing that foil from tho Hon. the Premier and 
also from tho hon. n1en1ber for Bundabm~·. 
There 'Yas a suggestion tl1at tho ~adjoining 
shires should be taxed for the upk'""8P o: the 
Burnett Bridge and for tho intct-Jst on tho 
cost of construction of th.e bridge. 

J\ir. 3l[GRPHY: I suppDse you aro against 
that? 

Mr. WHITE : I am against that-(laughter) 
~and for ,a yery good reason. \Vhen the 
br.idgc was constructed, the peoplo were quite 
willing, and stated they were willing, to pay 

tl1e tolL I knc\V perfnctl:· "'"ell, however, 
thctt the bridge would no sooner be finished 
than they would bo anting a free bridge. 

::VIr. BARBER: Hear, hear! 

Mr. \YHITE : I quito agree with tho hon. 
l1lC't1lbcr for Bunda~>erg· that the toll system 
is a. had one. I an1 against tolls. It cost:1 
son1ething like £250 per ·annutn to collect the 
tolls on that bridge, and that money could 
be better spent in keepillg tho bri.dge paintod. 

Mr. J. M. HcKTEll: \Vhat io the amount of 
the tolls collecte·d "? 

Mr. vYHITE: Bctwoc·n £1,400 and £1,500 
a year. 

Mr. BARBER: lvlore than that-just on 
£3,000 last year. 

Mr. \YHITE: It was a large amount 
last year. The bridge is very much used, 
and is a very great com·cniencc to the 
public, but I am not at all sure that we 
should ha vc a £r~e bridge unless, as the 
hon. member for Bundaberg says, the State 
is going to take over all the bridges. If 
they do that, then it will be all right; but 
it would be unfair to tax people unless 
they are immediately benefited by the 
bridge, and the peoplo who are immcdi~ 
atoly benefited are tho people of Bundaberg. 
I ha vc some diffidence in talking on the 
matter, for the reason that immediately I 
talk on the bridge question in Bundaberg 
it is said that I have a pcrcona] interest 
in tho matter, as I happen to be a large 
shareholder in the foundry on tho opposite 
s1de of the river. It c8;iainlv would be a 
great convenience to me to ha"vo tho bridge 
free; and not only to 1nc, but to tho peoplo 
of J-3undaberg generally, and those in my 
eloctorat;e; but I would be utterly opposed 
h? any Bill that \Yould bring in shire coun
Cils not interested in tho bridge. It would 
be much bctter-a•tcl in this I would be pre
pared to support the hon. n1einbcr for Bun
daborg-for the people thcm"eh·es to decide 
upon an area that \YOtdd benefit and then 
bring: ir: a Bill to abolish tho tolls and put 
th··e habi!rtv on tlL loc d authorities '"tuallv 
int ·roc,ttd ·a, a joint local authority. Th~t 
·would saYc th0 tolL and the an1ount saved 
woyld aln~ost. pay the painting of the 
bndge. Ir tho hon. member will do some
thing in that clicection he will get my sup
~ort, and probably the support of hon. mem
b"rs on ,both sides. I do not think that Bun
daberg or any oth~r district is entitled to 
s~1irk the rcsp~onsibi1ity to repay n1oney to 
The Government, and I hope that BundaEerg 
>'·ill not repudiate its resnonsibilit•: in COH

nection with the Burnett Bridge. " 

?.Ir. CORSER (JiaJ·y/,oro-ugh): 'L'his motion 
has beon before the _Honse for so,me time; 
and I n1ay say that no person in 111v electorate 
has approached me to ask n1e to L support it. 
I bcllove that as honourable :men t}y~y con~ 
sider there is a.n honoura 1•le obligation, and 
they do not want me to agitate for the re
moyal of that obligation. (:f-Iea.r hear 1) The 
cost of tho Lamingtcn Brid;se. which is a very 
long brid2·e and cost a considerable sum of 
rnm}ey, has been n1et in the wa.y suagested by 
the hon. member for 1Y1usgra.-e-that is, by 
taxation of the pc·ople wl1 0 benefit by it. They 
refuserl to have a poll, and thev met their 
obligations, though the Tinana Shiro Council 
is a poorer council than the North Bundaberg 
Council, and I do not see why the North 
Bundaberg people and the Bundaberg people 
should not carry out a similar scheme as that 

Mr. Corser.] 
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carried out in regard to the La1ningto11 
Bridge by i\Iarytorough and Tinana. I havo 
a strong objection to anJ thing of this kind 
being done without the voice> of the people 
beiug first hca-nl. \Yo are 110\V agitabng for 
the (;Onstruction o.f a bricl_:,o aero':,::; the ::ua.ry 
River. This bridge was authorised by Parlia
ment at exactly the sarne time as the Bunda
berg bridge. Then the Govcrnm0nt gr~tnted 
one-haH of the cost of a bridge at Granvill<:>, 
but they did not fulfil the conditions and apply 
for the 1noney until very rceontly, and they 
were told by the l\Iinister for \Y arks that tho 
money \Va-s 110t novv available, and if they 
wished to build the bridg-e thcv would have 
to build it soh·ly out of loan r;,oney. What 
hope have we to get this loan if there is an 
attempt to repudiate the enf(agomcnts made 
in respect. to H1e La1ningtDn Brichre and the 
Burnett Bridge" Besides, I think it is really 
trying to get in the thin end of the wedge 
for tho repudiation of their lia.hilities bv 
people who haYe go.ne in for local improve
mrnts. T~;}:::e, for insta.ncA, the que·3tion of 
ra.ihva.y guarantee;.;. If there were enough 
of those guarant ·es throughout Queensland 
and membNR of Parliament might he induced 
to wipe out those g·uarani·ees, ;,auld that be 
a just thine:? ·would it be just to the tax
pa.Yer who has had to pay fox years past, as 
in the cn.se of Pial11a, \~~here they had to pay 
4 per cent. for fourteen vr us while that 
nmount \Vas nnt ca.rned hv tho railwav? 
Would it hf> fair. seeing that the local antho.ri
ties a.hont l\fackay and other places haYe paid 
the whole cost. of their bridc:es. that oth<'r 
local o.nthorities 0f more recent date sbonld 
bB rPliPveO of th0lr engagementf, and no 
refund madf> to th0sc people who han' paid 
for. tlwir brid!"es" I say it would l>e absolutely 
un]nst and unfair: and T think nnd.er tho 
circumstances neonlc should consider well be
fore t.lH'v anprOad; the GoYf'rnnlcnt to remove 
these liUhilitiP-;. \Vl1Pn rwo.plf' havB rrc0ivod 
these loa.ns and have ent0red into enga.~e
mPnts for a :pecHi-Ad numbr-r of y0a.rs, thPy 
shoulrl be prepa.r0d to carry tlwm out without 
repudiation. (H car, hear!) 

Question put and negatived. 

SERVICES OF OLD COLONISTS. 

Mr. PETRIE (Tnombul), in moving-
" That, in the opinion of this Hous.e, it is 

desirablB that something should be done for the 
old colonist'' of fifty years or more residence in 
the State, for the past services tbey have 
renderE'd, and that their claims, when proved 
be appropriately recognised "- ' 

said: I regret that I am in the unfortunate 
position of only being able to bring this 
motion forward on private memhers' after
noon. I did endeavour to see if I could not 
get the Government to take the matter up, be
cause I felt sure that if thev would do so I 
would be successful in obtaining what I am 
trying to get for these old colonists. I am 
v_ery much in earnest in regarrl to this ques
tion-there are no fireworks in it as far as I 
am concerned: and I onlv hope that when we 
come to a division-as I ·hope we shall before 
the end of the session-the majority of the 
House will be with me. · 

An HONOURABLE i\I.El'viBER: Are not you an 
interested party? 

Mr. PET~IE: I a'!' not an interested party; 
I am a native. This matter has been going 
on for son:e years. In July, 1908, there was 
a deputatiOn to the Acting Premier while 
the then Premier, Mr. Kidston, was away in 

[Mr. Corser. 

London. It \vas thou;ht that in Jubilee year 
it 'vould haYc b0cn an exceedingly graceful 
thing to do son1ething fot oclr old colonists; 
but nothing can1o of the dc~Ju :ation. I hayo 
had a good many of those olJ colonists seeing 
mo, and asking if I would iay their claims 
before the G·on~rn1nent and before the I-!ouso; 
and I took tho 1natter up. I suppose) being 
a son of one of the oldest colonists in l2u~ ms
land-I do not know ~wl1et.her that is the 
reason v;:hv thev can1o to n1e; but I 'vas 
asked to arranio for a deputation to the 
pr< 'ent Premier. I was aware that we would 
not get much from him, because he told 
1ne beforehand that ho could not do any
thing whatever in the Inattf'r. J-Tc rec.-ived 
the deputation, ho,Yever, and allowed me to 
bring in this motion. I would haYe liked the 
motion to haYe b< "11 different, I originally 
intended to bring it in as a question of n1or~~·y, 
but. I would have to g'l:'t Exv•:ut]YC' autbonty~ 
and I was blocked there. I think that the 
sprvicos of our old nion0crs should be recog
nised. First of all,· I suggr :it-'· d to the Pre
mier that to those old nioncors ,·ho are fairly 

well off there shc.uld be granted 
[5.30 p.m.] a free raih. a; pass for the rc-

mamdor of tnc1r llv-cs; that to 
others thoro should be granted 160 acres of 
land unconditionally, to be ~,el. ,,-;ted as ne3_!' 
as no sible to the neighbourhood where they 
aro- at nresent residing; and that to others 
who ar8 now sunDorted bv their children or 
tho State, there shoulri. be, giv-en a small sum 
of n1oney. The Pre1nior, in 1:eplying-. to the 
last deputation which he rcc,·Iv-ed, smd-

" ThG fact that they werE' pioneers gaye th::In 
no la]nl aboYe that of citi't"·'W3 "\Yh'l h~1d 
C'"~llle lat,"T for any pen~i~m. In fact, 
t1w thought often tbnt those "\Yho had 
come earliest had the of tbf' deal, and that 
they had bad the opp~rtuni1)' of laying bold of 
and "'ticking to the be~t thinf, ;. '' 

I would remind the hon. gentleman tbat many 
of tho old nioneers who brought money to the 
S:ate invested that money in taking up land 
or forming stations, and, owing to droughts 
and other causes for whieh they were not 
responsible, they lost all their money, and 
now, in the latter days of their life, they are 
not able to do anvthing· for themselves. 

An HmroURABI.i ::\f~l\IBEH: They can draw 
the old-age pension. 

:\Jr. PETRIE: Many of our old colonist" 
arc very ·averse to going through the form 
they have to go through in order to obtain 
tho old-age pension, and I do not blame them. 
Under the State old-age pcnswn we had. a 
very much simpler system than that now m 
force under the Federal Government. The 
n1ere fact of a policmnan in uniform going 
round to make inquiries about an applicant 
:s enough to prev-erit people applying for. the 
pension, and many persons ":ho are. entrtlccl 
to the nension nrefer to go without It to sub
mitting to that- kind of thing. I claim the 
sympathy of the Home Secretary, as well as 
other Cabinet ::\Iinisters, in the proposal I am 
now laving before the House. I mention the 
Home 'secretary narticularlv, because of the 
quotation I am about to read from a recent 
issue of a metropolitan newspaper. It IS as 
follows:-

.. The Hon. Home Secretary can tell of the 
murderous assault by blacks on his pioneer 
grandfather, who, wounded well nigh to death, 
trav-elled through a long night of peril, and 
though bleeding from his wounds, waded 
through North Pine up to his rniddle in water, 
to fall at davbreak on the threshhold of his 
" Nundah honle" in a swoon of insensibility." 

Those few words, written by a man who is 
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'Yell acquainted with the life of the earlier 
days, show what the old pioneers had to 
put up with. The iato Rev. Dr. Lang, in 
all good faith, gayo to some of our old 
colonists lcmd orders, but unfortunately the 
bolders of those orders haye neYer been able 
to obtain land with them. 

:'vir. MANN: Why? 
The PREMIER : They were land orders on 

a trading company, not on the State. 

Mr. PETRIE: I admit that the land 
orders wore given on a trading company, 
but all the same I think the Government of 
that day should have recognised the claims of 
the pioneers. I should ha vo liked to ha Ye 
referred this matter to a Select Committee 
for inquiry and report, and I had intended 
framing mv ·motion in that form, but I have 
not boon ' encouraged to deal with the 
matter in that way. I have scores of letters 
which I haYe received from people residing 
in different parts of the State, from the 
Tweed right up to the Gulf, and in other 
States of the Commonwealth. 'l'hose per
sons clain1 that thev are cntitlt:d to somo 
consideration from the Queensland Govern
ment. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You might 
read the letters. 

1\ir. PETRIE : I am not going to take 
up the time of the House in reading them. 

The SECHETAHY FOR HAIL WAYS: How can 
n1en1bers get the inforn1ation i£ you do not 
read them? 

Mr. PETRIE: If I had a Select Com
mittee we could get all that information 
laid bdore the House, but I cannot give it 
now, as n1y time is Ii1nited. I should ha YO 
liked to ha YO had a dar or two set aside 
for the con ;ideration of t'his important ques
tion, as I believe that members generally 
recogni''8 that something should be dono 
for the old pioneers. I should like to read 
just another quotation, for the benefit of tho 
Premier. It is a letter which appeared in 
the. CouriLr of the 19th July last, and is as 
follows:-

"All honour to Mr. Andrew Petrie and 
tho.re gentlernen \vho attempted to stir up the 
sympathy of Mr. D. F. Denham. Surely the 
right to select 160 acres a· ·a homestead would 
cr:st the <:!tate absolutely nothing, and would 
en,<ble a great many to have a "hmne" in their 
declining years. lVIr. Denham stated that the-.e 
pioueers had ne1 clailu whatever, instancing the 
L1.ct that thr:-- bad all the chance~:,, etc., of 
pioneers; but if the bonourable g-cnt1m11:::tn will 
caqt his men1ory back he can recall amo11g his 
own friends m_auy \Vho have .started afn~ JJ 
more than once, and droughts, fails in the value 
of stock, and other causes ruined them. 'f'hc"P 
men opened this country up fo.r the prr;·ent 
population, nnd in the opinion of the n1aj._1rity 
of thinking 111en are entitled to A resting place 
for the few rernaining years of their existenc-~. 
1VIr. Denharn nrust know that pioneers in thi:s 
world are not, as a rule, successful ; it is those 
who come after who scoop the pool." 

I can speak feelingly on that subject, not 
as a pioneer, but as a native of Brisbane. 
I have invested a good deal of money in 
Brisbane and its suburbs-not, I admit 
without expecting something for my owr; 
advantage-but, unfortunately, my specula
tions have not been se~ccessful, and I have 
lost a lot of money, as my people befor3 
me did. I am not advocating this matter 
for my own sake, because I am not in it. 
But I think these people who came here 
and boro the heat and burden of the day, 
and opened up this country and helped to 
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make it comfortable for those who came 
after then1, are worthy of so1no con.;;idera
tion. (Hear, hear !) A year or h'o ago a 
letter ,,.as addrc sed to the secretary of the 
Labour party, the hon. member for Bun
daberg, asking for the support of that party 
on this particular question. The hon. mem
ber replied, add res.- ing his letter to Messrs. 
Buckland and Irwin. I may say that some 
of the old pioneers who were interested in 
this movement have passed awa;,· since its 
inception. vVe had oYer 500 applicants who 
claimed to be old pioneers. However, I 
would not, if anything was settled, give 
money nway indiscrin1inately, until it was 
found whether these people had a good 
claim or not. In this letter from ,the hon. 
member for Bundaberg, he says-

" Your letter of 17th instant wa, brought 
before our party this morning, and I was 
instructed to acknowl0dge receipt of smne and 
to intimate that we had deferred the matter 
until further action is taken by Mr. Petrie or 
the Governn1ent." 
That is the only reply which the ,,~cretary 
of the Lahom' pa.rty can gi;-e, but I have the 
sympathy of those gentlemen sitting in oppo
sition now, ,ancl I trust I have the 'c·mpathy 
of a g >od many on this side. (Hear, hear !) 
3\ly only regret is that opportunity has not 
bo.en given to 1ne to have a longer tin1o on 
this question, so as to haYe brought the 
matter to a di,-ision. I hope tho members of 
the Govcrnn1€nt will give 1no an opportunity 
before the ell'~ of the session to bring the 
matter before the House and have ,a division 
t~aken upon it. It is Yery little use for any 
private n1on1ber td bring up pri,~at8 business 
on Thursday afternoon; even if it is carried 
through it remain' there. and nothing fur
ther is dono. Unlns you have tho Govern
'l11Dnt -Fith you en anY Bill or 1not.ion you 
bring in here on private mernbers' afh'rnoon, 
I simply think it is almost waste of time. 

l\h. Mc:LLAN: How are tho Government on 
this question? 

Mr. PETRIE: I am not prepar0cl to 
,answer that question. I do not know how 
the GoYPrntnmlt are. The only thing I know 
is how the Hon. the Chief Secretary feels on 
this question-(laughter)-and I suppose, being 
the J1ead of tlw GvvcnJ;_,_wnt, ho spaaks fvr 
the lot. 

Mr. MURPHY: He is the Government. 

Mr. PETIUE: IIowm·c1', then' m·e a good 
nwn:: lllOnlbers ·who arc sympathetic. The 
grandfctthor of the Homo Secretary was .a 
pioneer, and I think I have a right to claim 
his help. (Hear, hear 1) I really did not 
think this matter was coming on this after
noon, or I I.Yould l1avo bee-n bettPr prep_:ned 
for it. I have loft some information at home 
which otherwise I should hctve bean ,able to 
give to the House. Howuvcr, I do not sup
pose that if I spoke here all day, m1d also 
to-morrow, the result would be verv much 
different. I w.ish to have these oJ.d pioneers 
recognised in sorno shape or fonn, and I 
hope that a majority of the House will 
support the motion. A gront many of these 
old vionecrs have now .arrive.d fit an age 
when they will probably not he vPry much 
longer with us, and I think they should get 
some little recognitiDn for whitt thev have 
·done in t.hc earlier days. I have very much 
pleasure m moving the resolution standing in 
my name. 

The PREMIER: The hon. membtr. for 
Toombul, in bringing forward the motion, 

Hon. D. F. Denham.] 
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expressed a hope that tin1e 1night be 2;ivon 
so that the question might be discussed, and 
eventually a division taken. As iar -as I an1 
cone'-:rnPd, thB division ·lnight be t.akr:"l a.t 
once, or any sub.~.cquent ti1ne during the ses
sion. I told the h-o:n. 1nernbor \' .hon he 
brought the deputation to rno that I certainlv 
would, out of syrnpathy, ·afford a discus·joi'l 
on private mernbers' day. That is a case 
of '·Thank you for nothing at all." He ha,. 
the right of utilising that time, and I cer
tainly will not in anywise try to block it. 

Mr. MURPHY: There is really nothing in 
the motion. 

The PREMIER: No; it is a pious ox
pression of opinion, and vtould not a1nount to 
very n1uch Bvon if carried on the voices. ~--\ 
f.ew ·weeks ago I 1vas invited to a dinner 
and I think I never enjoyed an evening more; 
It was the annual dmnor for old veterans of 
the Crimean and other engagements. There 
were there men who appeued to be in 
robust health, despite their age, and thev 
were rejoicing in the d:tys of their fig·htind. 
Many of them spoke in contemptuous tern~s 
of the iron ships, wishing they ruvd the 
good old _wooden boats to-day-(laughter)
an~ I v_only believe, as they were enjoying 
then dmner, and subsequently .their lena
churchwarden pipe, if the call for battle had 
come they wouM have rushed down the stens 
peil-meii to join in it. They were the o-onuine 
heroes of '54 and later years, men who" fought 
the fight for tho nation. As .the hou. member 
was sp0aking about pioneers this afternoon 
the recollection of those men LlmB before m~ 
-brave old soldiers-they rejoic,,d in their 
scars _of battle, . ar~d were only too eager to 
o:nter mto It agam If the opportunity presented 
Itself;_ and I do not think that our grand 
old piOneers will thank this House for an,. 
kind of gratuities or largesse, or pattino- on 
thD back. I think that the old pione,3r w~uld 
not appreciate this kind of thing. I ,am sorrv 
that a kind of bacteria had been gettin;,. 
into the blood of some who saw me on that 
occasion, because I am quite sure of this : 
that a few years ago_ they would have spurned 
the thought of commg to ask for something. 
Because, after all, on what do0s tho claim in 
the motion rest? 

Mr. MAY: You have to thank them for 
the consolidation of the British Empire. 

The PREMIER: It was a mutual obliga
tion-they came to this country for better or 
for worse, In many cases it has been better 
a~rcl. perhaps in some case'S worse. I recog~ 
mse the tremendous disadvantages which 
our earlier pioneers had in opening up the 
country; they had disabilities to labour 
under, things which to-day would be looked 
upon as intense hardship, but the;- over
came them and won, and if there arc SO!He 
who for some reason or other failed, there is 
no reason in the world why this State should 
be called upon to make airy special recogni
tion, because they have failed in their effort. 
There are pioneers, not merely by compari
son o~ years. cr:here are other pioneers; there 
are piOneers of mdustry, and there are pioneers 
in other rAgards, and if we are going to re
cognise the pioneer because he happened to 
be here in 1859, then I think we ought to 
turn round and promptly recognise the 
pioneers in any industrial pursuit that pre
vails in the State to-day. It is only histo:rv 
all the world over that pioneers have fallen. 

[Han. D. F. Denham. 

Take our big squatting industry to-day, and 
I think it will be allowed that some of our 
very best men "ent clown in that protracted 
drought ~\vhich ended in 1902. i\lany n1en, 
in that unfortunate drought, lost their ali
good Jncn, and in a sense better n1en than 
those \Yho follo-...\·ed, and \vho havo been ;;;uc~ 
;·essful owing to th('· kindne.:.s of Nature and 
tho good prices for wool and ce1ttle, and they 
probably think themseives superior to their 
predecessors, and yet do 've propose to grve 
any station property to the mon who "ent out 
there and suffered in that \Yay? Few men, 
probably, have suffered year after year such 
gre'lt hardship, and in the end to find every
thing gradually whittled awa~y from them, 
and they were powerless to prevent it. I 
suppose nothing could be more dreadful than 
to see your live stock hourly and daily 
passing a\vay fron1 you. Arc \Ve goi_ng to 
deal with t.hose pioneers? Are we gomg to 
do anything for the pioneer timber-getter 
,.,-ho may have falien by the way? I say we 
are opening up a very curious and very 
perilous proposition. 

Mr. 1fAUGHAN: And the pioneer miner. 

The PREMIEh : Yes; a number of those 
men who have gone out as prospectors come 
under the same category. I do not know 
whether the !request has been made on 
account of charity, or whether it has been 
made as compensation. I think no man re
gards with more respect than I do those 
who have '• borne the h0Jct and burden of 
the day," and" who have toiled hard in the 
early years of the State, but I cannot think it 
is a fair thing that the present taxpayer 
should be called upon in any regard to 
con1ponsate the1n. Supposing they get 160 
acres of land, such as the hon. member pi·o
poses. The letter the hon. member read 
spoke of forming a home-every one of those 
rioneors is to get 160 acres and go out and 
fornJ a honlf'. You vYould b" doing him 
a distinct un!,_indn·-'SS to ask hin1 to go out 
and form a home. Then "" to a free rail
''iay pass. Vi7hat on earth is the good of a 
free raih1av nass to a nerson unless he 'has 
a fair amount- of money-with which to enable 
him to nrovici.R necessaries when travelling? 
If a free railway pass gave, as some people 
think, free dinner~ on the railway, there 
might be some sense in it. It does not 
appear to me that there is any business in 
the motion. It arose when the question was 
mooted as to how to commemorate the Jubi
lee of Queensland, and some genius thought 
about doing something for the old pioneers. 
I can see no business in it. I am quite will
ing that it should go to a division. My 
vote wili be known; but if there are mem
bers who think there is any advantage to 
be gained by discussing the matter more 
fullv, they are at liberty to discuss the pro
position. 

Mr. MACKINTOSH (Camboo11a): I am just 
about a year behind the time, but upon my 
conscience I cannot understand the Premier. 
If it we•e not for us pioneers he would uo(· 
be in the prosperous position he is in now, 
and other members of the Government, too. 
Just fancy, when I was out here forty-nine 
years ago, it took 102 days coming from 
Liverpool to Queensland. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I was 106 
days. 

Mr. MACKINTOSH: Perhaps it would 
have boon a good thing if you never came at 
all. (Laughter.) What is it if you give a 
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free pass to those old men? \\'hat is it if 
sou give them a free pass for the few years 
they are likely to live? Perhaps a great 
many of tho''' pioneers who came here fift;; 
_years ago might havo do:1e bette,_·; at the 
sa1ne time, if we had not curnc here the Pre
Jnier v.rould not be in tho prosperons posi
tion he is in now. 11ake no mistake whatever 
about that. There is the bon. member for 
Maranoa and mysel£-\ve a.re only one year 
from being entitled to that old-age pension 
and a free pass. The hon. member was 
born exactly a year too late, and I was a 
year too late in cmning out; at the sa1ne 
time, to hear these men talk about the good 
times we had-just fancy when I walked 
fron1 hF-re .to the Downs! 

J'vlr. ::'11unPliY: In your kilts? 

)Ir. MACKINTOSH: No. I had to take 
my troLtsers off-(laughter)-and I never 
forgot it. The roads were in such a state 
that often I w .iS not sure whether I was 
-on the right road or not. I say a great 
many 'vho came out from the old country 
:;-ears ago did not do as well as they ought 
to do, but still they were of very groat 
benefit to the country, and I am sorry tho 
Hon. the Premier has spoken in the deroga
tor•t mannor he has done in connection 'vith 
the" old pioneers. 

Mr" MuRPHY: He was not referring to 
you. 

Mr. 1\lACKIN'l'OSI-I: Indirectly he referred 
to me. At the, same time, I am support
ing this motion, and I tru•,t a division will 
take place and that it will be carried. 

Mr. GUNN (Carnarvon): I do not know 
whether I should speak on a question of 
this sort, as I have been over fifty years 
in Queensland, and therefore I am an inter
ested party. I can re1nember the time ver} 
well when the pioneers had a very hard row 
to hoe-when there were no railways and 
no shire councils. \Ve did not have a great 
many of the things we haYe now; but what 
are you going to do with those old pioneers? 
It is very difficult to say, because there are 
others that have been here forty years. 
Why should not they get something too? 
It is very hard to know what to do unless 
we "'"re to make them members of the Legis
lative Council and give them a brass plato 
'(Laughter.) 

At 7 o'cloclc the House, in accordance 
with Sessional Order·, proceeded 1cith GJ
vernrnent business. 

'COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY AKD WAYS 
AND MEANS. 

FORMATION OF COMMITTEE. 

The PREMIER: Mr. Speaker,-Under 
Standing Order No. 304 I move that the 
House, at its next sitting, resolve itself into 
n Committee of the \Vhole to consider Ways 
and Means for raising the Supply to be 
-grant.,d to His Majesty. 

Mr. LENNON: I understand that the mo
tion is in pursuance of the existing Stand
ing Orders. 

The SPEAKER: Yes, under the new 
Standing Order No. 304. 

Question put and passed. 

SUGAR WORKS BILL. 

SECOND READING-RESU~!PTION OF DEBATE. 

Mr. LENNON (He, IH rt): l'\lr. Spe!'ker,
Jjcfore addressing n1ysclf to the Brll the 
f 'coud ::..'2-ading of which we are now con
sidering, I think it might perhaps be proper 
for n1e to make a lwief reference to the vvork 
of the Sugar Royal Corrunission. The Sugar 
Royal Commission were appointed, as you 
are awarH a few months ago, and they 
promptly ~ntered upon their duties. T.h<:Y 
n1et 1vith 1nanv difficulties throughout their 
work by rc·aso~l of bad weather and ~oo.ds, 
vet I venture to say that the commissiOn 
did a yery great deal of good w.ork. I 
think they brought to bea~ on their work 
n ntiring energy, not a htt!c amo~nt . of 
ability and I think I can add, stnot Im
partiality. '1n ''ome respects I. do n?t alto
gether agree with them, and m then rela
tions and dealings with ,,,tru;;ghng sug.ar
millers liko the Colonial Sugar Rofimng 
Company :tnd Drysdale Brothers-(laugh
ter)-thev perhaps show a tenderness alto
gothe: cZnn0cessary lest they might conflict 
with the ·c struggling sugar manufacturers. 
\Vith this exception I can safel~ say t~at 
th3 work of the co1nrnission vvas carried 
out in an efficient and highly creditable 
manner. (Hear, hear!) I therefore thmk 
that t!1'' country is under a certain degree 
of obligation t'o that con1mission for ~,he 
porfonnance of a ver.{ onerous, very lln
portant, and very responsibie duty. "With 
rr card to the Bill itself, the Treasurer has 
ha~d i·he opportunity of introducing son~e 
very i:nportant n1easures into this House In 
rec0nt Years but I think I may say that 
this n1ci1sure' is even of n ') much Importance 
",,, anv he has yet had the honour of intro
ducing, because I comider that this ;Bill 
r,o-,]]y marks a new era in what I might 
c,:tll the sugar industry of Queensland. It 
is, of course, in a measure a revival of the 
central mill system, which has bee~ allowed 
to become and to remain latent 1.0r many 
years, and I am glad indeed to see that new 
life is introduced into tho system, and that 
it is to be introduced in a very much im
proYed form and under altogether better 
conditions. The I-Ion. the Treasurer, in intro
ducing the Bill, spoke of it as being a 
"unique" Bill. No doubt in some respects it 
is unique. It is unique particularly in the 
fact that it proposes to rely chiefly-almost 
ontirely, indeed-upon the suppliers of c~ne, 
and the owners of land will not at any time 
be able to exercise any of the undue influ
ence that they were formerly able to ex:'r
cisc in rpgard to the central sugar-mills 
under the old system. (Hear, h~ar !) . I 
think that this system of cane credit which 
is introduced in this Bill i& one that we can 
cowmend. I think it will work out much 
more satisfactorily than the late plan, .U!'~er 
which largo owners of land in the VICimty 
of mills were, by reason of their influence 
and power, able to run these mills to some 
extent to their own advantage, and prac
tically were in a position to dictate terms 
to the Government as well. I think it is a 
very good departure to get away from that 
kind of thing, and have no .fet~er of t~at 
kind at all. The Treasurer, m mtroduemg 
the Bill, in that pleasant manner of his-I 
may say that he wore a smile that was 
"most childlike and bland "-said that the 
people of the North are in entire acoord 
with the Government. I think that he is 
putting the cart before the horse. I think 

Mr. Lennon.] 
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for some time past that this Governnwnt 
has not be< n taking much interest in North
ern affairs, but after a long and regular 
amount of soliciL,tion on the part of North
ern n1Clllbers they have at last co1ne to a 
sensible frame of mind. I would not like to 
be offensive and say that they are doing 
this in a lucid interval, but they are in a 
better frame of 1nind no-\v, and are going 
about this matter in a business-like way, 
and they realise that Northern Queensland 
is the homo of the sugar industry, and if 
that industry is to be extended at all, that 
is the place to extend it. Instead of the 
people of tho North being in entire accord 
with the Government, if I may go the 
length of saying it, it is after long con
sideration and drilling and drubbing from 
members on the Opposition side of tho 
House that the Government find it to its 
advantage to act in accord with the people 
of the North. So I thcrcforo justify my 
statement that tho Hon. the Treasurer has 
put the cart before the horse in this ques
tion. (Hear, hear!) In the course of his 
introductory remarks the hon. gentleman 
spoke about the \vorkcrs, and of course he 
said he did not \Vant to use that term offen
sively, and I am not going to tack any
thing on tho hon. gcntlernan for saying any
thing offensiYe. But he ( tid that they were 

'birds of passage, and that he \\ cUJtcd to 
take away fron1 then1 their r1igratory habits 
and make thcn1 part and parcel of the sur
roundings in a .~ugar area. 

The TREASt:R?:H: Do you object to that? 

Mr. LE)JXOX: I am coming to that if 
the hon. gentleman will only curb his youth
ful i!npaticnce. I conuucnd hin1 for that, 
because I hnvc beL'n ach-oc~tins it for a Yery 
long ti1n- 1 and ono 1 S natural vanity will 
alwavs feel .-:absficd '\vhen he finds such a 
distillguished gentlernan as the 1-Ion. the Trea
sunr ministE'ring to that vanity. I ha..-e advo
cated verv strenuou:::Jv in this }louse for 
years thatv thc:::o n1ight.. be a systc1n of sugar
workers' blocks, as I termed thern, by 1vhich, 
and nnder ·which, we 111jght be able + o Tt:::ta.in 
in the sugar districts a. largo number of 
n1en who would be content io ren1ain and 
make their homes there. Tho hon. gentle
man says that they are birds of passage 
and under this Bill he expects that they will 
ren1ain in tho irnrnediate vicinity of sugar 
areas. I have read the Bill through, and I 
cannot sec any special proYision under which 
workers are going to be induc-ed or influ
enced to settle in the district unless they 
can do so by acquiring an interest in the 
farm, either by lease or purchase, and grow
ing cane thereon. This Bill proposes t6 
afford very fascinating facilities to growers 
of cane, because they will be Ycr~' gener
ouslY dealt with under this Bill. As I said, 
the ·sLuting of the cane credit system will 
mt a.n that tho growers will be the real 
owners and the manag-ers of the concern, 
and the very people with whom the Govern
ment, the corporation, and the Treasurer 
will deal. But I do not see any provision 
whereby working people will be induced to 
come and settle in the neighbourhood of 
sugar areas. I am hopeful that when the 
North Coast Railway is built it will be of an 
enormous advantage, not only to the North 
but to the whole of Queensland, and that 
that railwav will be the means of trans
forming the whole character of the place 
as regards population, and that in travelling 
from one district to another it might b" 
the means whereby some of those engaged 

f'Mr. Lenno'f/,. 

in the construction of the line might per
haps finaliy settle and br,come permanent 
residents of these sugar districts. I agree 
with thR lion. the Treasurer that th{~ Bill is 
quite unique in respect to tho c·1~11e c·editL. In 
auothcr rc3pect, also, l thiHk it is unique 
arnoug rneasurr·s t.hat havu hoen introduced 
Ly tho !.lrescnt GoYC rnint:nt--that is, that it 
acknov.ledges the LJerpetual lease systen1. lts 
inclusion rnay not be due to a desire to .give 
off oct or to giYe a trial to that expedient; but, 
at all events, in the peculiar circurnstances 
by which these sugar-works will be sur
rounded, by reason of the fact that the Go
Yernrnent \<ant to give a largo an1ount of 
influence and nower to the cane cTeditors 
!'ather than to -the lando\0.ncrs, the GoYe:tnM 
ment arc going to give tho system a t;'ial. 
The perpetual lease systP;:n vvill no doubt be 
preferable to any other in regard to the tovv nN 
ships that will be formed adjacent to these
Yariouc sugar-mills, and han. members on this 
sjdo can lay "the flattering unction to their 
souL n that the Governn1e:nt at length have 
0.cme son1cthing that we can a.pprove of, at all 
ovo,1ts so far as this Bill is concerned. No 
doubt we shall approye of other items in con
nection with the Bill too, but that is an ex
porilnent that vve think it ';vell 1<" orthy of a. 
full and effectiYe trial, and, -withotn running 
tho risk of posing as a prophet, I hone,_tly 
believe, just as I sincerely hope, that the
experin1ent will pl'O'. c i!l u:~ .ry ·way suv_ "s.s~ul. 
The Bill aho has a yory unportant provlslon 
providing for a :rnoro thrtn usuall~y, car,3ful 
Classification of tho lJ.nd. After a thorough 
exarnination bv an expert Yaluor, there \\'ill 
ltc shown on the plan proYidcd undct the Act 
y.,;hat is really good car-e laud, ::.nd \vhat. is 
land not so de<;jcriLccl. L'lnother very 1 ~ 1se 
tl1ing is dono in the B~ll. P1·oprr safegu, :rds 
are proYided a~sainst fane~.- values b~i1~g p
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upon land in the to-.·· m:dnps surn:ycd 1n. t.t1C 

various localities. Such values ·~·o etiectn~cly 
blocked. Ko Fncouragenw·!t is to be t;iYeP 
t.o specldators to bny up land in the hope that, 
after a P.1ill is cstabliFhcd, the·.- will b'-· 'I :Je 
tG :. ct fancv nric .s fo~· their land. That is a 
ratl-l0r unus'u;l provision, and in that respect 
also the ~~ill i3 sop,._ v:hat l!niquc. I a.n1 glad 
to soc that, and I entirely approYe of it. The 
Bill proYides for the erection of sugar-m1lls, 
and for nC>cessarv V·:orks incidental thereto, 
such •as tramlino; for the purpose of acting 
as feeders to the mills, and for their rnanage
rnent and control and extension in every 
direction that may b·~ considered n'?cossary. 
Furthonnore-and t.hat of c·Jurs:. ·w1ll nH-et 
with tlle absolutelv unanimous anprovnl of this 
sid, ~the Bill nr<:serves the IYhite Australia 
principle. It i; provided that the sugar-mill 
·work and all tho 1.vork carried on in conncc~ 
tion therewith shall be controlled entirdy by 
what is known as the white Australia prin
c_jple. Eyeryone who is lis~,eni_ng to me kno1vs 
that that is a thing that thu-, s1d0 of the :House 
stands for It is a thing that I have myself 
advocated· in this House, not only in relation 
to the whole policy that is generally known as 
the " whit-e Australia " policy, bat particu
larly in regard to local !l'ovcrnment, whore 
tramlines are owned wholly or m part by 
local authorities. I am glad to see that the 
white Australia nrinciple is intended to be 
upheld in this Bill. I observe, however, as I 
have observed in regard to previous Bills, that 
there are certain exemptions. There are only 
two in this instance, I think: but it just 
occurs to me to inquire of the Treasurer what 
is the need for any exemptions. I have endea
voured to arrive at some reason for it, and I 
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~~[;.n thi~k of none; but no doubt, ulH1er ad\yico 
Ll'Oin h1s law advisers, the hon. gentlmnan 
will pe!'haps be able to giYc n1e son1e rGason 
why thPre ,c hould bo excn1ptions vvith regard 
to tho e1npJ:1ynwnt of those vvho cannot pass 
the education test. rrhe to\''nsbip arc:.~s are 
to be contt·olled by tho corp_lra:!on in the 
Hlf:antin.:e . .::.nd all tho rents d'-: jvcd fron1 tho 
t<-'' nship allotrnents-and that is 1.vhore the 
benefit of perpetual k J.SD systc1n conL'S in 
--·J.rc to applied for tb8 benefit of the 
township .it ~elf, and aro to b{~ -c:xpended v-,rithin 
tb.:_: an~<L. I Lave grc'lt hopes for th0 succc· ~ 
of th~s propos.1l. It is tho first att01npt that 
has bePn n1ade in Queonslc:tnd to do an:vthing 
.af this kind, and I feol very sanguine indeed 
of its succc ''· I r hall v atch with < onsidemblo 
intere·,,t every one of those to,vnship areas 
that rnav bo establir,f-,ed h1 connection ''rith 
sugar-mi.lls, and l expect t,o so~~ them go 
ahead steadily, and sun{y blo~~o1n into Yer~ 
groat prosperity so soon as t.ho tnills arc in 
working condition. In addition to that, for 
the purpose of safeguarding the industry, and 
prPserving" il: frorr1 difficulties and objectionable 
features that have attended it hithc.rto, the 
Governn1cnt propose to grant no publicans' 
liC'onses within 5 milP'3 of any .sugar-n1ill. To 
that proposal I give my hearty approval. 

Mr. D. HUNTER: Not after 1917 either. 

1\ir. LENI'-~0~: 1 d'l not f'CG the applica
tion of that interjection. 

Mr. D. llUX1'ER: That is in the Liquor 
Bill. 

2\Ir. LEJ'.;NON: I am referring to matters 
that arc preceding that. v~;' e have not carne 
to that Bill yet. There is an old s<tying that 
" It is time to bid the devil good day when 
you ,tnoct h_iin"; and wh;n I TTJO:'t th? h~!l· 
gcnt1en1an 1n charg·e of tnat B1ll ~ vnll Ln~1 
hi1n o-ood das·. That is a very VliSO provi
sion. a I have seen in rnany pari, of tho 
State the evils which it will prevent. I will 
instance particularly N olson, which is the 
township adjacent to tho :uulgraw', Central 
Sug-ar-milL and Prosor!_linc. Thotte are the 
two \\·or.·:J, instance-> that I can give of the 
,vay in which hotels semn to come clainour
ing- all ar?und sugar-mil!s. In that connec:
tion I might say, " vVhere the carcass IS 

there wiil the v•1lturos be gathered together." 
Thev ar0 attracted by what they can get 
out -;,f the men working in the mills. Licen
ses are granted by tho licensing authorities, 
and in this connection I am glad that a 
chanO'C is going to be nnde. and that licen
·sing lJenches will be done away vvith in the 
near futuro. Although I have been a mem
ber of " licensing authority myself in the 
past, I have not the slight<'St objection to 
being extinguished in that capacity. Licen
sing benches in the early days no dou?t sup-

• plied a want wh0n stipendiary magistrates 
were not available, but now the time has 
con1o \vhen we can dispense with them, and 
the duty can be carrie(! out much better in 
another way. \Vith regard to the matter 
cf hotel licenses, I would like to digress for 
a moment to speak about the hotel that 
already exists at Babinda. It is a very fmc 
building, and we have the assurance of the 
Treasurer that as the building has boon in 
·existcnc" prior to the introduction of thi" 
Hill and prior to the establishment of a sugar
mill there, the proprietor will be fairly and 
justlv dealt with. This is an assurance that 
we would expect to get from this or any 
other Government. I do not think that any 
Government would be justified in closing that 
hotel, which has been erected quito apart 

frmn any consideration regarding this n1ea
sure or any legislation the Government n1ight 
intend to iihroduce. It has been built in 
good faith by thoroughl~T respectable people, 
the building i3 une that ~,,.,-ill be a credit to 
the district, and it would haYo been most un
fair to order it to be closed as a hotel with
out compensation. No\v that the Govorn1nent 
intend to ptty compensation for the closure 
of that hotcJ under this Bill, the question 
naturally "rises in my mind whether they will 
act in a like decent and honest manner in 
connoction with .their propo.::Jod liquor reform. 
I < annot expect the hon. gentlemen opposite 
to reply to 1ny query, because, perhap.s; th;,~ 
may be under a bond of secrec:y, or if the:r 
are not under a bond of secrecy, they may 
bo nserso to gi \Te the inforn1ation at the 
pro"'::mt tin1c. 

Hon. R. PHILP : Have you read the Bill? 

:\Ir. LENNON: Yes. I have more Bills to 
r€ad than the hon. gentleman ever saw. 
(Laughter.) Seeing that hotels are not to be 
allowed around the mills, the J3il! proposes 
that houses of :wcommodation or lodging
houses may be erected. It does not say that 
the Government will provide them, but that 
th:e Government will nermit them to be 
there. I think that w!;en the Government 
take the step-which I heartily approve-of 
doing away with licensed houses and forbid
ding tho erection of hotels, they might go a 
step further and establish lo.dging-houses 
themselves. I would even go tho length of 
establishiug hotds where hotels are needed; 
but I would not be so inconsistent as to say 
they should be erected in these areas. They 
should provide sufficient lodging accommoda
tion, until the work is fairly started, for 
peo,ple lookin~· for land or looking for work; 
and aft-er that it mig·ht be left to the public 
to establish lodging-houses. I think the Go
vernment would be wise, seeing that they 
have adopted the perpetual lease syst-em, and 
they will not allo'.\' hotels within the area, if 
they were to este.Hish good, comforta,ble, and 
subotantial boarding-'house,·. una'ler Govern
ment supervision, with a reasonable scale of 
charges, in connection with :very one of these 
central mills. On!:<' three a,re likely to he 
proposed in the near future: but I hope there 
will bG ten before long. 

:\Ir. FoRSYTH: It is provided in the Bill
clause 14. 

Mr. LENNON: I have not seen where the 
Government undertakes this matter; and I am 
glad to have the information. 

Hon. R. PHILP: It is not bo,arding-houscs; 
it is a mill. 

l\Ir. LENJ\"ON: I am talking about board
ing-houses. Hotels arc forbidden in the area 
and -..vithin ..t limit of 5 Inilos. 

The TREASURER: Only in the area. 

l\fr. LENNON: Is there no 5-mile limit l 

Tho TRl'ASl'RER: No. 

Mr. LENNO:'-J: I repeat that a.s hotels are 
forbidden within the areo., it would be a 
proper thing- for the OovBrnn1ent to P.ro.vide 
a fair snbstituto in the shape of good, up-to
date, wc!l-k<?pt boarding-houses. 

The SEGRETARY FOil RAILWAYS: Clause 10 
provides for that. 

l\1r. LENNON: It says they "may;" on the 
other hand, they may not. 

The PREMIER: It would be the common
sense thing to do. 

Mr. Lennon.] 
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Mr. LEN:\fON: I accept that as an -assur
ance that it will be done; •and with that 
assurance I am content. :\fmc, I would like 
to refcr briefly to the ter;ns on which thcoe 
mills •arc to be erected. The tDrm o. tho 
loan is proposed to be limited to sixteen 
years; and a sixteen years' loan involves a 
repayment of interest and redemption at the 
rate of £8 lls. Sd. p~r cent. per -annum, 
which is a ver}' heavy charge. This is estab
lishing an industry of so 1nuch importance 
that it is a matter of th<• gre.1tcst astonish
nJent t.o ITIB th~t the Govornn1ent of the ,day, 
the Krdston Government, and tho J\iorgan 
Government before it, did not take their 
courage in both hands .a.nd dGt.erininB to 
n;~ake Q_('uecn~lan?. the gr~.1t sug ·.r-prod~lcing 
s~to 01 Aust.raua. It Hla~.T bo one o:l: th·~ 
greatest in the world eventually, but ""G do 
nbt expect it to g.et .that far just yet. Then; 
has been an increase .in .population for son1o 
years past, and an enhanced ratio of in
cr~aso must occur shortlv. VYc know that for 
various rec·,ons people ... arc boincr attracted 
to Australia. I think the Confmonw,.,,Jth 
C-DYernmcnt has .adYerlised Australia Yery 
much more than it would have been adver
tised had we not been federated. I ·know 
that idea is not popular with manv members 
on tho other side; Lut it has bcC:'_l ·a crrcat 
fac~or in adY(C:rtising .Australia and bri;'ging 
to rt people from every part of the world. 
Then vvo ,haYe a Yigorous im1nigration policy. 
There is a similar policy in other States; and 
the visit of Australi"'-'n logislrrtors to the 
coronat.ion. will ha '-· e done rnore than many 
other things to adY·•rtis" Australia. Then 
again, W.._' ha\~e our I-Iigh Comn1issioner. Sir 
George Reid. What better man could we 
have to advertise Australia? Though I never 
did .admire his politics. I s \Yit.houf, rcscr~ 
vation-without the slightest scintilla of 
re~e~vation-that he is an ick.,J High Com· 
misswner for Australia. Therefore all the 
conditions ~aro £avDurabh3 to att.r~cting a 
large number of people tD Au tralja. 

Mr. FoRSYTH: ·what has that to do with 
the Bill? 

Mr. LEN~ OK: I will tell the hon. mem
ber, if he will re::ltrain his in1paticnce. l 
think we n1ay put dD\Yn the in<:r·eao..·" of popu~ 
lation at the rate of 20,000 a year; and the 
constunption of sugar ·avc1 100 lb. ner 
annun1 fDr eYery soul in Australja. -

Hon. R. PHJLP: Th-at is onlv £1 000 a 
ye:..,r. That is not n1uch. ~ ' 

Mr. LENNON: But that is not the only 
reason. I do not I.V~·.nt to g-o ba{'k and ouoto 
speeches frorn Hansard on n1t:.1sure· .. relUtinO' 
to the sugar indu _try durin;. tho pa.st thre~ 
years, or I could sho~--, th::tt g-:-:ntlemen sitting 
on the Tre-asury bcnchc-.o have alwaYs been 
whining about the d.1nger of DYr'r-product.ion. 
The facts are that, ~luring the last ten vears 
there has been an averag'+c shorhrre of 46 000 
tons; and in t.hc year 1909 w' ~etual!y 'im
l;;Jrt.e~ 99,~00 tons of sugar. into A?stralia. 
t...:e1~~.,a1nly tnat. \Yas a record 1mp Jrtahon. 

Mr. WHITE: There was a. reo son for that. 

Mr. LEJ\"NON: The;:-e is generally a rea
-son for everythn1t;;. But what was t.he rea
son for rhe ayerag-e annual shortage of 46.000 

tons during the past ten Years? 
[7.30 p.m.] 'rhc rea:on for that wa~ that 

there was a shortage in produc
tion. I say we are justified in expanding 
the sug.1r indusl~ry, that tho Government 
should shake off their timidity, and that thev 
should take hold •lf the thing' firmly and sa::, 

[.ilh·. Lennon. 

"Queensland is a place which y,-iJ] become
famous for its sugar industry, and \n3 shall 
do our best to assist its de1 elopment." I am 
glad to sao that. an attenrpt is being made 
in this Bill to giye e:fiect tu an idea of that 
sort, and I_ hope that as soon as ~he ~i,ll ha& 
pasJod both Houc2s-as I hope It will pass 
both Housu--thev will set to work to carry out 
the rccornnwndations of the Sugar Uornmis
sitnl, rtn<l f"·,t../.,blish the various n1ills recon1.
Ine-ndcd by that cornn1ission. Of c~urs.c, a 
for. of t.hcso mills are in my own distriCt. 

Hon. H.. PHILP : Three. 

Mr. LJ•;NNON: Two are in my district,. 
and one is in tho cle(;Lorato represented by 
the hon. rnen1bcr for Cairns. But that is a 
snwJI n1uttor, because those arc the places. 
"\\'hero sugar should be grown. ..t:\IlJ'One who 
roads the eYidence givun by .illr. l(nox before 
tho Su0 <::tr Connnission, or the opinions of 
other sugar huthorities, will see that the 
Northei·n part of Queensland is the place 
where sugar-c :.ne can be n1ost successfully 
grow11, and that that is the proper place to 
gro",' th..-" cane. r~rhe Sugar Co1nmission :n1a~1::e 
no strong recon1nJenda~ion that 

1 
I ca~1 d~s

cover to erect sugar~nulls any1vnere rn .tne 
South. They sa:· that in the North, particu
larly bet~veeu :vrackay and Cooktown, sugar
cane can be grovirn \'vith ,·cry gn- ::tt advan
Llge. ~--lnd when thoso distncts peter out~ 
if they e-ver should tlo, ·w-hich I v_ery much 
doubt--there are <:treas north of Uookto\nl,_ 
along the Bata,-ia River and other parts, 
-.,here enough sugax~cane uan be grovvn to. 
suppi, tho gree,wr part of the world ,,-ith 
sugar. But \Ye arc not now gomg mto a 
scherne o£ that sort; 1ve are now dealing "ith. 
the places \Yhere sugar-cane is grov;n or n1ay_ 
be grov.-n li suftici"_nt inducen1ents are ofiered 
to farrners. \Ve wallt those n1ilis recom
Jnended by the con1n1ission (_ :·bablishod-and 
established quickly. i'V c do not want ths 
work delayed, and h~tYe people going to the 
expense of planting c"'ne which they expect 
to haYc cn1sl.ed at thode mills. I hope that 
tho Gov. rnment will not be deterred from 
going on -with this work, and assisting in 
developing and expanding: the sugar in
dustry, the like of which is not possessed by 
any other Stai-e in Ausi.ralia. I can assure 
yo~l that \Yere it possesb0d by any other 
SLte thev >vould use evcrv care and every 
effort to "see that it was expanded and 
~;uccourt;d in cYery po::.~iblo v. a:y. Attmnpts 
havo bePn !nade in ·victoria in the past, and 
-..v_i.ll be 111ade again, to raise a considerable 
quantit:: of be~t for the manufacture of 
sugar. 

The :O,EORETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Attempt& 
arc being n1ade no"\V. 

r.fr. LE~::\'ON: - I know the district
:\hffra-whe-,.e they haYe rai,ecl beet, and 
have raised ic successfully, but not profita~ly, 
and I find en inquiry that it costs somethmg 
like £14 an acr_· to cultivate the soil for the 
production of beet for sugar P:"rp_oses. 
Some persons ma.y thmk that this rs a 
menace to the sugar industry of Queens
land, but I do not bolieYo it is any 1nenaco 
a.t all. I feel cmite satisfied that (he second 
atten1pt at rnan~nfacturing sugar from beet in 
Victoria will fail, and that beetroot sugar 
in Australia will never sucC''''sfully compete 
arrainst cane sug·ar. I, thcreforr·, exhort the 
CfCn~Prnn1cnt ~.vith all the po1ver I can not to 
hFsiiate in this matter, but be energetic and 
·.how to \ustralia \Yhat Queensland can do 
in the production of a very valu_able _and 
profitable co1nn1odity "uch as sugar IS. Now, 
to continue 1ny remnrks ~.vith regard to the 
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term of the loan, from v.-hich I was drawn 
off by some intc?joctions, I would suggest 
that instead of allowing only sixteen years 
for the rcpayrnent of the n1one:,T the GoYern
n1ent v.-ill 1nake iho tin1o tv,·,Jnty-five, or at 
least tw~nty .YOurs. If they 1nako it ti.Yonty 
;:c irs, instead of pa:-ing £8 11s. 3d. ·per cent. 
per anuurn, the f"rn1erS will have to puy
I have not had tin1e to work it ont, but I 
think it \vould be in tho neighbourhood of 
£7 odd. 

Mr. FORSYTH: £7 lOs. 

~·[r. LEKNOX: I should sav it \vould 
be about £7 10.·. The differe-nce in the 
<unount is not great, but it 1night n1ean a 
gre",t deal to struggling farn1ors who haYo 
to contend ":th bad scrrsons occasionallY, 
and vvho should therefore receive a gn,8.t 
deal of consideration. I hope that the Go
Yernn1cnt 'vill be prepared to ac·Jept an 
mnend1nent fron1 this side of the l-Iouse, or, 
better stiJl, to propose an an1cndm-ent thern
sch·e.s, oxt"nding the t.enn h·o1n ~:xteen to 
t,venty-fiyc years, Oi' at lea·~t bventy yea·~
The land is a.hYays thprc, ancl the very fact that 
t.he GoY8i"l1n1ent ~hovY confidence in the indus
try wili do a great d.,a! in the direction of 
1:1aking those wbo a.re engaged in the indush·y 
.. atisficd that it is on a suro foundation. \Yo 
haYc heard a lot of talk about what the 
Fcdt ral Gov·~Tnlncnt n1ight do, but \YO 
know that in heated times like those in 
whi(;h that talk ·wa-.; inr~ulged in-tiln,- r:. 
\Yhen people tall.. a little n1ore excitedly 
than thev do in horrnal tin1cs-sta.ieincnts 
a.re mad8 which the~- do- not really n1cc~r:. 
ProbablY tho e ctatcments \Ycrc made for 
the purPo·_ 3 of inducing the fanners to pro
pe:dy rP~og-ni::c their position, and to enlpha
Eiso the contention that tho sug 1~· industr:~ 
should not be ldt ,ole ]v to the control of 
the Colonial Sugar Refining Company. But 
I shall not pursue this line of argun1cnt, as 
if I do I shall be reminded that I had an 
opportunity· of Ppcn ~ ~ing on this sub jed; a 
few weeks ago. I hope tha L tho Govo n· 
Infnt will put th( sugar industr·y on such n, 

fir:n found .tion by the• cnoonragcmcnt they 
will gin' to it perth medium of these central 
sugar·mills erected on this apparently new 
and improved plan, that people all oYer 
the "· ·.>rlcl will feel that they can come to 
Qucens!twd ,yith perfect confidence, and 
eng;~ge in the sugar industry with the abso
lute ccrtaint;~ of rnaking a decent rPt.urn 
from their Pnterprise. South \ustralia and 
\\/estern Australia arc Ycry fortunate in 
l--iavjng a splendid wheat yield. So far w~ 
haYc not. dPY<.=>LJI)Cd our 'Wheat areas, but 
we kno\">~ that Queensland is tho ho1ne of the 
sugar-L,1rw, and that all that is 'Yanted to 
chvelop and expand t 11o industry is for tho 
Government to giYc pro1 ,,-,r help at the pre-

time. Th<.> GoYemmcnt should assert 
'elnsolve::, and l( tho Colonial Surur B_,_

fiPine- Conn} t.nv, and eYerv cor11panj~ which 
:,l;de~.YGur,;'to. Control this 'industr:v, sec that 
the Queensland GoYcrrHL l!1t, under thC' 
Cotnn10D'.'< c-a.Ith Goyf'·.:nment, of conrs0, are 
tho real 1nastcrs of tlY' industry. If the Go
Yf'.rnnlenf do c><;;;E:'rt. illC'msch-cs, a.nd estab
lish the t1.Yo or thr(" 1nills recon1n1c:nded b~~ 
the Sugar Co11Hnission, and then cnrr:.-.7 Oltt 
the Ycrv cxcc-lltmt idea :-- 1 ably aclvo,_:'!fed b~'" 
the hm1. me1nl-Pr for IJo··,· en lr.si- wc0k. fh~\~ 
will haY,~ as a. ccwolla!·:-.~ to th0 central n~ln 
s1.~stcn1 an up-to-datP Strrto refinery. Thr
Govcrnment a.l:::o }!Toposes to protect. jt-,,:;lf 
by making a l<'YY on thoeG in the bn<efited 
area to n1ako up any shortage, and when 
the GoYernn1ent finds tha: that can be done, 

that in itself, I think, is an argument why 
they 1night \vith all reason extend the terrn 
from sixteen years to twenty. \Vhen the 
time comes that cane credit has been estab
lished by mppliors of cane to such an extent 
that the'y may take ov"r the. mill a~d. form 
<' co'rnpan~", then a very wrse provision IS 
inserted too-that the company shall not at 
am· time declare dividends above 5 per cent. 
\'\~~ know Yerv well that sometin1es a ven
t nre or an in~Yesbnent or a businc _)s rnrght 
be Ycry proiitablo in a few good seasons, 
and it is vcn undesirable to divide all the 
n1oneT,~ and lCaH~ thcn1 stranded when bad 
rirnes oon1e. But under this provision the 
Go\-c·rninent v. ill exercise such supervision 
over the mills that even if the"' had a run 
of thre-e, four, or fiye good seasons they 
would not. distribute rnore than 5 per cent., 
and con,.~quontly might establish good re· 
serves for the upkeep of the n1achinery, for 
mpplyi::g new rails, and what not, in regard 
to tho tramlincs, which is always tho sub· 
ject of v ear and tear. I would like to refer 
YGr~~ bricfl:· to \'\'hat appears to be a s~ran,.ge 
anomaly in regard to the price patd ror 
cane by tho various mills. From the Audi
tor-General's report fo~· la,·,,:, yf~lr I find that 
rho prices paid for cane vary to an extra
ordinary dc•grce. Of course, I understand 
that son1o suf:;ar-cane is paid for under one 
~'-'stc111 and in so1no case,;; under another
s~:nnetimes by weight and in another case by 
analysis-but it secn1s a strange thing that 
l~l('l'e should be such a great disparity in 
the prices of the canE' 1 as Yvill be disclosed by 
m:· u;·icf]y running d0\YI1 the price paid bv 
tb_sc• ,-a,rious n1ills: North Eton, 14s. Jl~d. 
r;, ton; Racocours0, 15:_,, 2cL; Gin Gin, 12s. 
l~d.: Isis, 12s. 3d.: 1\fc,sman, 17s. S~d.; Mul
gl'UYC, lS,;;. 5d.: :0.1:ount Bauple, 14s. 14d.; 
:'\erang, 12:. 5d.; Plarie Creek, 15s. S~d.; >;nd 
Proserpine, 14·'· ld. It is a remarkable thmg 
thaT there hould be snch a difference as 
d1G0 is shown h' ro of from 12s. l:!,d. to 
19•. 5d. per ton. 

~1r. FoRSYTH: Cannot you account for jt? 

... ~.i·:. }_.EX:l'-~ON .=,I c.•nnot account fo~ all 
the cnfiercncc, nc1t.ner c::a:-1 the hon. lTIC'nocr; 
he n1av account for so1nc of it, but he cannot 
~count for all of it. \Yhy I mentim1 this 
i:; to su, g·c.st, that the Covcrnrn(·nt ought to 
L·nclcavour by so1ne scht•n1o of supervision to 
tr_: and bring about as nearly as they can 
a certain clE'r:ree. at all C\ ents, of equahs&· 
tion in the -prices paid for sugar-cane. I 
knovy cune differs verY n1uch in the sugar 
contents. I know thclt S'lgar is worth a 
g1ea.t rka.l n1orc pc ton than it may be 
50 n1iks north or south, as the case may 
be. I an1 on1v n1cnt.ioning this for the pur
pose of urginog the Goyernmcnt to. try, :'s 
far (! ~ n1a. v be, to eq uulisc the pnco paid 
fen' cane, l-;f-cause it will give iunnenso r at.is· 
fr.:ction to those cnga'J,'ed in th~ sugar Ill· 
d1,strv. I have- rccmved co111pla.ints fron1 
coiTe~nondcnts in various parts of Queens~ 
1· nd______:not onlv 1vithin the last fe\v d&y 3 but 
~;ric•· to that---=--of the various oonditions ·~~,'hich 
~nc"'J.- have to v, ork under in supplying cane 
to tho n1ills. For exam plc, in son1~ cases, 
land >:chich yields what is called "lnghland 
cane:' t:ec'J.res ~> bettPr prieD than doc'3 cane 
g;-own on the lo-~·dand. 

Tne SECRETARY FOR R~IILWAYS: It has bet· 
----:::,r '~ -tgdr content~. 

Mr. LENNON: Exactly· so. I havo cx
r 1ained h('fo;·c th~t that is. a reason ~o e,o~e 
extent for b1c difference 1n the pnr::e. .~-n 

Jfr. Lennon.] 
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sorrw districts tho practic-e has be ·,n con
tinued, and has be,_'')tnC to son10 extent nor
rnanlnt,. that the highland cane yields a bet
tor prico than the lowland. and it is only 
right that that should operace from the ques-
tion of sugar contents, because it is 
111ore to \York this broken coLUltry, and 
costs considerably n1ore for taking· cane off 
it, and t.hey should get a, higher price. But 
I have a lctte. hero from a district-I am 
not going to na111e tho district, but I mn 
willing to show t~w Treasurer if he is curious 
enough to 8ce it-a complaint fron1 a district 
where, after -\y(;eks of expcrin1ont to a',cer
tain the sugar contents of the cane, the high
land of this district has been proved after 
a long seric, of anal vsr.:..d to be -.;vorth a3 rnnch 
a> 2s. a ton more t!1an the lowland cane Yet 
by reason of the fact j,hat the mon no;,: in 
cha1·go of t,his particulnr mill arc not only 
the owners of lowland propm·ties from "hich 
fliey send cane to the rnill, but are n1 ,_narrcrs 
or directors of tho n1ill, they -.;vipt out 

0

thc 
extra price and gi\'8 tho men for highland 
cane, vvhich is worth 2s. a ton n1ore, not one 
farthing more than they pa~ for the lowland 
cane. I am willing to show this lett,er to the 
Jlon. tho Treasure>'. I do not desire to haY'. It 
published nor any of the names disclosed. 
There is one other n1attcr before I finish 
that I had oYcrlooked when dcalin" with the 
hotel quec,tion. I know that nro~ision has 
been made for cmnpcnsation In regard to 
the hotel at Babinda, but I have been in

. forn1ed-I hope that the Treasurer 1vill lisb ·n 
to "hat I arn saying·-I havo been inforn1- J 
that in some other districts quite rec,mth' 
provisional licen' c ,, have been granted. I 
am not told, and I mn not "ure, whether it 
was immediately prior to the publication cf 
the Goyernn1ent's intention in regard to these 
hotels In sugar areas, but, at all events. quite 
recently, provisional license; have · been 
granted in some districts in the ;\I orth, and 
that hotels arc at tho pre;-;Lnt tirne in course 
of erection. 

The 'l'REASl:RER: They were warne,.l not to 
do it. I an1 not at all a\''aic of what thP hon. 
rne1nher mentions. 

Mr, LEK:-iON: The only object I !mel was 
to elicit that info.'n1ation if I could. t wanted 
to urge the Government to,,Yarn such p~, )pb. 

'!'he TREASURER: They will certainly ,c' et Po 
co.tnpensation under such conditions. - · 

!vir. LEN NO!-~: I\ly object in n1eni:ioning it 
is so that the GoYernment could v;:nrn the 
Qeople. 

The TREASl:RER: They have been "'arned, 
Mr. LENNON: So that thcv would have no 

claim upon the Government. "'rhev are not in 
the same circumstances a.s the "r,copl' who 
l1ave erected fine hotels before ihe Bill came 
in at all. My object in mentioning the' mf,Uer 
was to ur'"~~e the Go;vernrnent to '' "' rn these 
P''')ple that, the hotel will not te permitted in 
the district, so that they will not iof.J the 
money. 

The PREMIER:- Such informJtion v e::nt from 
the liorne Secretary's Office in June. 

Mr. LENNON: I am glad to hear it. The 
peopL, vd1o informEd me are a rcpr,(>entative 
body of Rechahites-they are not Tcmperm1cc 
Alliance people--and I think they a.r< doing 
what they co"n to prevent the extension of the 
Jiqnor tra.d-e; they arc acting €ntirely within 
their rights. They happen to know me per
sonally; they do not regard J:.Tle as a ntotnbt:r 
of their body, I have nev'r belong·pd to such 
a body, and I have no int9ntion of evet· becom-

[kir. Lennon 

ing a rnen1ber, but I do thi11k many of their 
desires are ~.Yorthy of being pu~hed for_wa~·d as 
far a, 0 ractica.blc, always withm the lnnits of 
ju~ljcc,- re-..:.son, and con1mo~1 .seHse. No\V, I 
have said rntL..:h nwre than I Intended to ~~J..Y 
on this Bill. 'fhe records of tho Jlouse \\ill 
sh >W that I have battled unceasing·ly for an 
<:xtension of the c~,ntral mill syst<'rn in 1\Jorth 
()ue0nSlancL I mn delightf'cl to think thu.t the 
(}o\'ernnlenL hav-e tal:en th-: stqJ of getting a 
report such as has been furni~ ~1ed _ by the 
Sugar Royal Connnission, ~.,·hich jns!.ific~ pyer.y 
utterance I e':er n1ade on the question, and If 
the Governraent are p;oing to act upon it, I 
repeat once more that thr y '."ill no,t only act 
upon it, but act upon 1t qnrckly, and ! am 
satisfied that the whole of (~uenns!and '·''Ill be 
benefited, and AustraEt '"ill !'c benefited ~y 
a v<~rv considerable Pxpan;::ion of the splendH1 
sugar~ inc1ustry of thi3 StatP. (Ff0ar, hf'8J' !) 

HoN. R. PHILP (Tozcn.1 ill c): I will not 
occupv the tirne of the .Ff ouse Y€ry long. 
Last ~o,,jon 1\Ir. Kidston p•·omi,,>d the hou. 
m-ember for H-erbert and r11_:, .,elf a Sugar Royal 
Corami:-;r.,ion. He carried out that promise, 
and I am very pleaSBd to see that tho qo,vern
lnent are bringing in a Bill to deal vv1th the 
report of that' commission. I do n_ot agree 
with th,, Bill altogether, and I hope 1t vnll be 
amended in Committee. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: Don't spoil it, I hope. 

HoN. R. PHILP: I woi:'t spoil it. What 
I cotnp1ain of firRt of ali /s,_ th_at the whole 
mnwgement of these m1Ls IS m the hands 
of thD Governn1cnt. 

OPPOSITION MEMBER~: lk:n, hear ! Oh, 
oh! 

HoN, R. PHILP: I do not approve of 
that. 

Mr. O'SuLLiVAN: That is where you are 
going to "poil it. 

1-Iox. R. PHILP: Tho GDvornment m~ty 
put a rnill up, and unless tho owner:' of the 
land 1vill com0 jn ttnd the people v.nll grow 
<ane it will be of no use to thom; and I 
.ay there ·OUO"ht to bJ .a joint rnanagement .. 
Let the Gove~nnwnt have the biggest control 
if they plca'>e, but tho owners 0f tho land 
and the caneoTowers ought to bf' on th1s 
corporation, ,~hieh pmctically is the Treo.
HH'{'f. I arn sur-e of th~ Trcasurrr's honesty, 
probitv, ,and his keen desire to do the best 
ho cat~ with this Bill. 

An 0l'PO'UT!ON lUDIBER: Divided control: 

Hox. R PHILP: It would not be divided 
controL They would ail be ~mxious to.;make 
tho mill a succc"'; but under this B11l tho 
-whole .of the n1anagcn1cnt is 'vith tho GoTe.rn· 
mcnt. 

lilr. RYLAND: Is it not a corporation? 

HoK. R. PHILP: The corporation is the 
Treasurer. The deputy leador of the I;abour 
parte· was wonderfully ple':'scd over this per
petual lease. He thought It was a wonderful 
thi ng-son1ething unheard of he foro. I may 
tell that hon. member that we had perpetual 
leases on our go~DJiclds fort~,·· years ttgo
the hon1cstewd leases. 

I11r, FOLEY: They wo1·e not perpetuaL 

HoN. R, PHILP: Y<·~, they were, 
::11r. FoLEY: They are net now. 
HoN. R. PHILP: Bcc,ause the ownc'rs of 

those leases were not satisfied with their 
tenures. 

::Hr. CoLLn;s: 'The banking institutions 
y·ere not satisfied. 
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Hox. R. PI-IILP : 2.L,mbers representing 
go!dlie:d,; sitting on both side- of tho House 
w~1en that ~..\ct wa·s put throt:.gh \YC'-re clnnlour
ous in their desire. They said, " Y~~ o h.-.. yo been 
paying ls. a yca1· i:ur thirty :·cars, aud it is 
tin1e ·we got our deeds,'~ aucl they got thoir 
deeds'- ith a peppc_•r-eorn renta~. 1 under 
this pPr[Jf'th:'J lf sy·:Jtmn, if ~-on 
n;ill and they have not a pulJlic-hous-_•, 
w.ill be a VOl'} small to\' nship a Lout tho 
J\Io:st of thcn1 hav,~ a to\Yll ncar th:._>nl. and 
the rcnL:.1l tho Go,·eruint~nt \\.'ill get DUt of 
this will 1'(: <.'er pay for the gr€asing of the 
JnachincJ·L, one ·week. 

1)1:r. 1-IARDACRE: It v,·ill prevent 1no.::1opoly, 
though. 

IION. R. PI!ILP: There 0,ro no n1onopolic · 
110\V, 

Mr. L~NXOK: \Yhat about the tmYn of :::\cl
son .and the tOIYll of Proserpine? 

Hm:. R. PHILP: vVh:.:t is the sizo of 
those townships? If you t •. :ko the hotel out 
-of those knvnships there is very little left. 

1\lr. LE>rKO>r: It \Yonlcl be a Yery good 
thing to take them out. 

:Mr. FERRICKS: You go to buy an allot
ment there and you \Y.ill see. 

HoN. R. PHILP: If the deputy kadcr of the 
Opposition suggeste-d sorno n1eans \vht-reby 
vvorking rnen will gc~t a piece of land to gr(HY 

-cane thd·c might be something in it. The 
futnrc oi thn sugar indu_,,,Lry in Queensland, 
if it is t{) b .L suoccs-, is going to bo the 
sma:l n1cn cultiYating· their cv.-r1 right 
throug·hout Queensland. (Hear, !) But 
there is no provision in tl1is Bill for that, and 
tlie deputy leader of the Opposition makes 
no suggestion as to how it could be done. 

1\Ir. LENNON: You v·ere the leader of tho 
Opposition a long time; why can't you make 
a suggestion? 

Hm;. R. PHILP: ·when I '· ct.s lcadd" of 
tho Opp~sition I \Yas just as anxious t0 get 
ihcqc mills Lu!lt as the pn•s0nt loacl2r~just 
.as anxious. 

Mr. LLNNOX: \\-...-hen YOU wPro l, 1,d( t of 
the Government you did' not hLlild t"cm. 

Ho:-~. R. PI-liLP : EYerv mill built m 
Queensland ,,·as built hv th~ GoYurnment of 
\d1id1 I 'vas .a n1cJnber~ I think it y-ill be 
-.a mistakP to hand over the control ,,f_ these 
rnills soldy to a (}oYt~rnrnent norninee. \V·o 
haYu cx::unp]r.·..; in Queensland to--t_11;v. I sr~· 
the Govern1ncnt rn!lls now in Que'_'n~laud arO 
not tho best managed :milL; in Queensland. 
Only look ·at tht~ list of payments n1ado fol' 
sugar-cane read by the deputy leader of the 
Opposition. Who are paying the big2,·cst price 
for sugar-cane? The GoYernmcnt 1nilh': ::-Jo. 
'I'he central mills managec: entirely by the 
owners of these mills. 

M1·. FERRJCKS: Do you know they give all 
their 9rofits to the caneJrovrcrs? 

HoK. R. PI-IILP : When I am finished, the 
hon. rncrnber for Bo-,ven can speak. 

lVlr. FEHRICKS: You kno'v th:2t, don't you? 

Hox. R. PHILP: Tho best managed mills 
in Queensland arc the mills whore there is 
private managc1nent. I do not \Vant to saY 
anything about the time tho late Dr. 1\iaX
\Vell \Vas here, but '' o kno\V his 1nanagement 
was not a success, and I do not think the 
four mills n1anaged by the Govcrnn1cnt are 
anything like as well managed as the cen
tral mills 411anagcd locally by a board of 

directors. I think it will be a mistake for 
the Treasurer to take on himself the man
agunent of these n1ills. I c c:rtainly think 
the Government should be represented en tho 
·board, r.nd if th( ro arc f!\~0 n1mnLers, I vvould 
give them r. majority on the board, but I 
c rta.inlv sav the landowners H"1d canogro•.vers 
should ~lso "be on the boE rd. 

:Hr. LE:o;;NOX: \Yhat secmit.y \Vould the 
Govcrnntent have if it v;a open to tho cane· 
grov;crs? 

Hox. R. PHILP : I think mysdf these 
men should hand their deeds over for secur
ity. I underst,:nd the men at Dahinda are 
prepared to baud their deeds o\·er as Fecur
ity for the erec:ion of the n1ill.. The terms 
are the sante as \Yas 1nadc prcv1ously-u per 
cent. intt re~t and 5 p; r c0:nt. redmnption. 
In f-ive vcar6 it was found imlJOssible for thmn 
to carr~1 OEt their obli~cttion. and an e.xten.
sion to -tvventy years was given, and the rato 
of interest r,Jduced to 4 per r2nt. Tho re
connnondat.ion of t}lc conunission is that for 
tho iiht three vcars there shall be no interest 
at all. I '\vould say giYo thern five years to 
u1ake a start; because anyone v,rho knovvs 
aHything about sugar knows ~hat it will take 
ut least five :'e2.l'.'l to get ,,,uffimcnt ca~o gro,vn 
to keep tho mill up to its full capac1ty. 

Mr. LE~~NO>f : Quite right. 

Hox. R PHILP: We also know that ih 
connection with the mills tlwre are very 
1nan;y new things required, and the Govern
ment would be wise if they said : "For the 
first iive years we will charge you nothing, 
and during tho follo-wing tvventy years we 
will expect you to pa:,' intnrcst and redemp
tion for the vvhole an1ount." Of course, 
charge thern interest for $>five years back. 
That would give tho mills a good chanc<', and 
if tho unfortunate lando,·mcrs and tho cane
growers cannot pay the .£8, how is it pos
sible for them to pay a levy to the Govern
mont? If tho mill does not pay, it will no 
douLt be bec:.use there is not sufficient cane. 

nlr. LEKNON: That is the penal clause . 

Hox. R. PHILP: If the mills do not pay 
interest and redemution in ono y<-'.;tr, then the 
Han. the TroasurP"r will make a levy on the 
cancgrowors and the landowners to make up 
the deficit. I ".1Y it is far better to recog
nise that it will take four or five years before 
those n1ills can be in vvorkiug order. That 
was our experience before, and we can only 
be guided in the futuro by what has hap
pened in the past. In th,, case of the first 
t'>' o mills built by Sir Samuel Gr1ffith~the 
R~cccoursc Mill and the Eton Mill-for many 
years they could not pay anything at alL 

:Ylr. COLLIXS: r_rbat \Yas in the time of 
black labour. 

HoK. R. PHILP: Sir Samuel Griffith was 
yerv anxious to proYidc \vhite labour for 
gro-wing· sugar. They tried it. and failed, 
and thev ca1ne and asked pcrn11ssron to use 
LJ· ck la"Uour to 1nake tho.~o n1ills pay, and 
thcv did so. I am ycry pleased indeed 
thcfe arc to be no public-house;-; ronnd tho 
tnills and no liquor sold. It 'vill be a very 
good thing for t: "' c· ncrrrowcrs and all about 
tho mills. I think it is a sad thing· to see 
1nen working all th0 1voek. and a public
house right outside tho mills to take . all 
their earnings. It vv-ill be a very good thing 
indeed when . \VC can stop the supply of 
liquor at sugar-works. and other works as 
well. I atn very unx ious to sec son1e o£ 
these n1ills started with a nu1nber of small 

Han. R. Philp.] 
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growers. In the scrub land in ="orth Queens
land about 30 or 40 acres will keep a big 

family well, and as it is small 
[8 p.m.] it is handy to cultivate. I think 

that in the future \ve shall bE) 
able to get plenty of labour to cut the cane, 
but we cannot get enough to cultivate it. 
\Ve will have no trouble with men \Vorking 
in gangs in the fields. It \Vould be a very 
wise nrovision for the Go--rcrntne:at to n1ak:c: 
in coimcction \•:ith some of the,c mills that 
landowners shouhi cnt the land un in snwJl 
blocks, let a fan1ily oc~upy < :tch Llock, and 
let each family cnltintte their mvn land. 

l\Jr. LE};XON: That is wha~ Yi'C ·want. 

:\[r. O'SULLIYAX: That our;ht to apply to all 
agriculture. 

:no~. R. PIIlLP: Sugar~cano is different 
from ordinary agr:ir:1lture. ~-\.. rnan can grow 
300 acres of whE' '_,t and take it off with 
n!achinory, bnt you r.:tllnot gTO\': .300 acres o£ 
sugar-cano. Sornc say tLa.t 10 acres is suffi
cient, and others say that a rnan c.1nnot grovl" 
mort- than 20 acres, or at n1ost 30 a( ,'OS, of 
crrne. 

lioN. R. P_HILP: ::' o: he c~1nnot harycst it. 
If \VO want to n1ake Sligar th _ bjg industry 
wt' \:ould Jike to see it. \YC nntst hayc sn1allor 
~:reas. Queen.;:land can .:~;rov"- all tlLJ sugar 
t.bat Australia Y.ants-. (1-fear. hear!) I do not 
think that we vviJl bl~ able to export it, but 
certainly we will be able to ;_;rm~.- all tho sugar 
required for .._~u~.tralia, in Queenf>land. \Yo 
have got tho laud, and if priYato employers 
\'i'ill not put up 1nills) then the G oYcrninen t 
should do it for then1. I ·would not adyorato 
tho Gov!-'l'fPncnt putting· :_q} n1ilis if t}L-. priyate 
co1npani ·s \Yould put then1 l!LI. but I kno\v, 
of D1Y O'\YH krw~~h_•d:ze, 1ncn o. the John::;~·one 
Ri\·er VYho ba\'C: beC'l-~ trying to get cane c:)n-
tracts with t,he 111il!s re. and th0y \\'._·rc not 
alJle to ~ret thcn1. tn •d nnf'uv:c',sc:fuJlv 
for years to t~·et th"ir c 1n·:' c _ ushcd, but il>;'~l 
could not get it cruBh ~d. and thcv c_21110 to th(} 
GovernmerJt, and that is whv ·I· bdicvo in 
th~c..:. Governn1ent steppi:l,!:. in there and c,·,Jct
ing a central rnill. =-'Jorth Queensland is the 
home of tho ·.ugar-cano. (Efear, hear!) If 
the Governrncnt "f':onld altt=l~ this clause about 
tho corporation, and give the L_n(~ov. ncr and 
eanegrower-thc,- are Jikclv to be the san1o 
people-son1c ,:;:.a~r in the n1:. UC'r, it V>"ou1d inl
provp the Bill. The c;-oYernD1Cl1t should also 
give thorn longE-r time' to r:.ty t·heir debr:nturcs 
to the GoYPrnrnent. It is not po···-::>iblc to P''·Y 
tbem in sixtec11 yc trt:. It is not pc·-,iblc fo1· 
then1 to pay the interest and rcdcn1ption for 
the first four Oi' fiYC' ;;cars. 

:I\Ir. O'SULLI\'A:X: Tlv~ GoYC'rnnH:.nt cannot 
pay their own loans :~ in th-lt time. 

lioN. R. I'I-IILP: It 1·. ill take four. fivr. six:, 
and even seven years for 11 central mill to get 
properly on its leg~. I know that from the 
experience of other central mills~ The Go
vernment took some of them oyer. \Vhetlwr 
tl1at was wise or not I dCJ not know; but I 
thi;ok they vwuld have done better if the; 
had been left to go on their O\\'n a- ~vunt. 'r 
de• no~ wish to detain the l-fous(='. I an1 very 
plea.sE>l to sec thr• Bill introduced, s.nd I hope-.' 
that in Committee the GoYernrw nt wilL 
uccept amcndrnents ro in1~1, O\.(' it. This is 
the best agr-i(mlt1~al lrllL··~l\ "'n' haYc in 
()uecn laud. and 11 IS b~st agricult·7.ral 
ir,dustry in Austr>Clia. \Ye have a monopoly 
in Queensland of the canr>gTo\ving of Aus~ 
tntlia, and no 1nattcr \Vhat wild threats a1c 
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mude by hon. gentlemen in high yositions~ 
about starting a refinery in New Gnmea, and 
dc1mg away with the proi_ection on ~u~ar, , I 
am , \tisfied that the p<'OPD of Australm Will 
aly"a's f!·ivc feir nrotection to our own sugar 
unde\· 1~resent co.nditions. It v···1'J a bargain 
made \,,ith Australia that if we did away 
'' ith coloured labou1· rca~c:nab.lo prc~tection 
i onld be giYen, fLEd I belicn' that the people 
of Australia will keep to that barg..cm, not
withstanding- what Mr. Hughes, the Actmg 
Pri1nc :\Iini'Stcr. says abont doing a'' a:y '\vith 
protection, o::_· v.-hJ.t J.\lr·. Ba111ford says about 
1 tablishing a .sugar refinery in 1\av. Guinea. 

::Jir. FoLEY: ::\o; have the sugar re~ner~ in 
qu.~cnsland, and gro'"' the sugar 111 :1\e'v 
(., Ull1CQ. 

Iloc::. R PI-IILP: Yes, and bring the cane 
u;;er. I sunnose. (Ll1,ughtcr.) 'Ye have a 
1llOllOPOh- Q_t sugar-gTO',\·ing in Queensland, 
Bond ,: ,, 'ought to keep it. (Hear, hear!) . I 
arn nleast:'d tha.t tho Co\·ornn1ent brought 111 

1he ·Bill. because it shows that they haYO 
fa.itJ:t in the future sugur-gro~:ing o~ ~~ue~ns: 
j 1nc!. I hope jQll18 rn<tns '\Vlll be ClO' _~_sou to 
s2ttlc ::;L1all farmers around the n1ills that arc 
to be crC'LteCt, hec"tuse I arn ,.,atisficd that you 
will haYe a difficulty if you have lrtrge arca.s, 
as no one can culti-;;ate 400 acres of cane In 
Queensland, (Hear, hLar !) 

~fr. :\lAX:\' (Ca;rns): Like tho han. 
gentlen1an '\ho has just res1._1n1ed his seat, 
I desir<· to congratulate the Hon. the Treas· 
urcr on introducing this Bill, and also to sa:· 
that the GoYcrnn1cnt have shovvn a Cf~rtau1 
amount of alacrit~· in dealing with tho estab
lishinent of central sugar-n1ills af~m: the depu
tation to the late Premier cons1stmg of the 
hon. lil-craber fol' Tov~'ns'\·ille, tho hon. n1en1bc:t· 
for I-Ie;bE'rt. ~nd 1ny _'elf. Like tho hon. 
ilH•mb"r for TownsYille, I also trust that tho 
l-Ion. the Treasurer will be prepared to accept 
amendments in the Bill, because I thmk 
tl:at h' ,.~ill lind it will be greatly to the 
adYantao·c of those concerned if a1nenchnents 
ar-e nHiJ, in the direction indicated by t:'lc 
hon. the senior member for Townsville, J\Ir. 
Philp. I do no.t agree altogether with what 
that hen. gentleman said with regard to the 
conirol of the mills. Personally, I would 
June preferred the GoYernment to have 
bought back the land fron~ those la,nd
OY\-nf'rS, thc•n Prected the null, and tnen 
k·asc.:l thf: land to the grO\\·ers \Yho "\Yould 
come nlong to grow caro for the mill ostab
lir:::lH'd h-.' the G-oyernn1ent. But as i:he Go-vorn-
1!101-:t a~p not going as far ac~ that at tbe 
present tiine, fl:nd later on they intend to 
hand OYer th(' 1nill to the farn1ers and Iand
mnters. I think it would be wie0 if they 
allowtd the·'"~ fannc:rs and la.ndowners to 
acquire p-Jme kno1Yledgo of n1anu_fa.cturing 
~;Jgar by a,Jlowing then1 to haYe a JOint c?n
trol v•ith the GoYcnuncnt over the 1n1lL 
'l']Lt ;, \llC' onlv method \Yhcrcby the:;~ can 
a( ,_1uirc practicUJ expcriPnc~-, as 1nanagcrs 
of n1illc. like nocts, arc h<:Hn and not 
1nadc. I rnay Ea;- that c·ycn our n1ost suc
ccsstul 1:1ill.sv to-'daY hn \·c passed ,through 
a re_._·iod of depreSsion in the very early 
daYs, and the ~IulgTaYc C _·ntral illill-one of 
th~ 1nost ::-uccc~-;ful 1nills in the whole of 
Queensland-at i~s inception paid as lo1; 

.:::, is. 6d. ncr ron to the canegro\ver. .L 

a.m in L- • of thf' GoYPrn-rn(:mt takjng 
control of 1Yhoic concrrn, bccau;::c our 
past e-.;:ncrieuce has hcC"T1. that in t.he 1nan· 
ae-en1cnt of 1nills tho lando\vncrs had tho 
big end o' the etick. \Y0 haYc had the 
spcct._elc ;n the past of the r1negro·v ers 
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being cru ,hed out and squeezed by the land~ 
O\Yners i 1 a 1nanner \Yhich I do not think 
"'U -: in tho b0st interests of the mill itself. 
(I-Ie,r, hear!) For example, take the Jlillll
grayc Mill. Although now mangged very 
WC'll, there \\ ;:- 3 a great deal of trouble and 
frictio!l at the start owing to the fact that 
sen•n of the shorcholclt; s in thgt mill held 
a bigger Yoting powc'r than all the re"t 
of the gro;Ycrs. It is a Yery unfortunate 
thing ti.:.at; · cYen shareholders can put their 
bends to[ ether and ~~ay, .. This is going to 
be the policy of tho In ill," and force tl1at 
lJolicy n~Jon the othol' ~::,ro\vers, \vho fa.r out
nulnbcr thcu1. 

.:\Ir. \\~RITE: It would be all rig·ht if it 1~~ 
a good policy. 

:1Ir. =\lA::'\N: It "·ill be all right if it is 
a good policy, but if it is lL bad policy it ,:ill 
be tJl wrong. 

Hon. R. PHILP: Tho :\lulgrave Mill is a 
Yc·ry successful one. 

Illr. }lAI'ii'i: It iJ yery sl!cccssful now. 
One or bYo of the direc.tors are business 
rnen, and they are also gro\yors, and they 
found it v:e:ts to the interests of tho n1ill to 
get as 1nuch cane a? they possibly could to 
Crush, bec~U"! "C tho longer the rnill \YOrks 
while the density of the c.1ne is in any ''ay 
high, the cheaper tliGy can produce sugar, 
and the bigger tho price they can pay the 
grovn)r. As in thiR caso all tho directors arc 
to a certain extent gro\Yers, ttnd they arc 
reaping thP benefit of their better man
ae,,mnent. There is YE'rv little friction indr~cl 
n"'w, and the:· are p{JI!ing al~ng together 
despite the fact that sCYE'!l sharoholden' in 

the past controlled the policy of the n1ill to 
a large e'::tent. I belieYe that all the. growc>r~ 
ur-e ·with then1 in what th0v do1ng, ana 
the n1ill is 110"\"\' a YC :v , one O\ving 
to tho fact that thev a Ycry good 
n1anager in the pcr:~o~ of ~\lr. DrrYids. The 
trouhlC> l . .:1av arl~"• in thi-= y;a.Y: T·hc land
ownBrs ma,; wish to pa v off t!;c clBbt to thA 
Gove-rnn1envt at a YC'rv' earh·· datC': ,,_nd, if 
Hrey are running the, rnill. ~they will adYo
c,'tc p:3::yinh a \T"~ s __ L-11 tn·ice for cane, 
and in order to get the mill into their own 
hands they Inr.,y haraH the growers who aro 
unable to bnv their lanL. fron1 the 1and
D\Yners. If their poli( y is successful, in a 
-:crv short. IYhile theY ''"ill O\Yll not onh· th·
Inill but also th0 iand. It is to iua.rd 
agtLinst that policy that I advora'' that the 
Treasurd· should mYn both the mill and the 
land, aud, failing that, later on I mean 
to prorouncl another schen1o \vhercby I 
think that the grower,, .. ill be saf-·'tuard r

1 • 

Ron. n1c1nbcrs c'ln clearly understa,nd that 
if the Governn1cnt are running tho 1nill the:v
'vill treat all fo;rlv. If thev own the mill 
the nL1na.rrer \Yil] 'rrct as fa1~ as 11ossiblc in 
the b(~s•: j;}'terc~ts of the n1il1, and gi,-e eyer~.T 
gTO\VC'r a fair deal. EYeiJ if you haYe the 
growers and ihe landown( rs conjointly n1ana 
ing the n1ill. t-he dir~?cto:..-:3 b~ing tlY'DlE~·lYC'E 
canegrowers "'ivill naturall.v--·--it is only hud1aJJ. 
natui·e that thev should do so--Q·ive themselve 
and their friencls the best of the dc·al. There 
tnav not be so n1nch of that as thf'n' has ber-n 
in fho naB~-. hnt· I h<::..YC' lH'i: ,=~ curnnJaints of that 
sort o( thi;1g in conne;.•tion v ith ·Y~ '~iou;', mil,l\3, 
I haYe heard it said in connection \VIth t11G 
1nills at PJp"';·stowe nd Xan1Lour and othc· 
1ni1ls that the directors fayourc-:l thcu,\elYc 
and thci r friends. 

l\Jr. \VHITE: \Vas it true? 
1\_:_r. ~,rA:\"K: I h~'J"c h;:d it rro1n g1·ov:c s. If 

the han. member or any ether hen. member 

can denv that there htLs been any fayouritism 
of that ~kind, I an1 not going to press the 
point; but I just wish to impress upon tho 
IIouso that I belieYe in the Govern1nent 
appointing their o\vn n1an to n1anage thn. 
Llil1, as he is Ii!~c]y to give a fair d~al all 
round, beca,use he is not inlert ~ted In !he 
s~tlllC \Ya\· as a directorate elected ~;.T the· 
\ oi-'" ,, of "thG gro''Ter;:,. 13nt, as tho Govern
n1cnt intend in the futuro to hand over the 
1ni1l to the gro\":·ers ancl. l::tndO\Yn~ers, I am 
advocating th:, t they slloulcl U;lio\v these 
gTO"\Yers and lando,vners to acqurre a knowrc dgc of the rnanufac~uring processes before 
thm· take oyer the m1ll. 

1~he PRE~iiER : \Vhen they ha YG discharged 
their Jjability? 

jyJr. }1A::\?\: Ye~; but I ad>ocate that 
in the n1cantitne they should be allowed to 
<>:qui1·e a knowledge of tho business of 
!r:.anufact.uring. 

The PnEIHEH : They can take oyer the 
Jnau~cenHmt at the start. 

J'.Ir. MAN)i: I ha,·e alw heard it said, 
and with a grc at deal of justice, that the 
!method of leasing the land lo very unsat~s
factory. That has b _en clearly proved m 
the sugar industry rnore than In an~· oth~r 
industry, becau~::~ the gro\ver puthn~ hw 
crop into the ground does not reap .'t all 
in one -.·egl'. B.e 1nay loaye the land \Vlthout 
further" tillage of the soil, and gather succes
siYe crops for fro111 five to ten years. l-Ion. 
1nctnbers can quito clearly understand that 
if a O":co\ver who lease.) hi.s land got'~ out of 
the f:'1rn 1 on th/? tern1inution of h1s lease 
before he has taken off ali his crops, th~re 
,,.ill be a gre01t deal of trouble in ,settlmg 
the an1ou:nt of co1nptmsatlon due to 111_111 for 
the rato::..,i1S left in the ground. I w1sh to 
intpress upon the rrreasurer t~~e urgent .n~ed 
there is fm·, lLS far as possible, prov1dmg 
for con1ponsat.ion to~ leas< 1l_olders \Yho go out 
of their furn1s and leave unprov:p1en_ts and 
crops b~hind them. Tho alternat!YC JS that 
eyen· lea-.-' shall eon tam a purchasmg. clause 
to a'llcnY rho sn1~.ll n1an to acqnire l11s own 
homestead. 

:\Ir. \YHITE: Hear, hBar! 

}Ir. :\IAl'\)1: Every. hon. member w;w has 
slJoken has said that 1t IR a. Yery go?(l th1ng 
t~ pern1it the small n1an to, acq?ir~ hrs hom_e
stead, and I think the only ~flect,n-c w -"Y _In 
\\·hich that can be attained IS €rther by u:
si;;;ting that eY€ry landowner whs puts his 
le"nd in to the mill shall be compe]Jecl to pay 
con1pen_< J..tion t? tho B'rowc_r 

1 
~~~1o ]oa.s-es. la!ld 

fron1 him on t11e expiry of 11b lease fol the 
unexba.usted in1proYe1ncnts, ol· else gn'C. the 
_srow€r the right o.f purcbr~~ ~ on t,he t.Ime
payml'nt >:ptem. I rather fa.vour, the latter 
alternative. becansc the gTo"'iver ·wno rntends 
purchasin~ his land ~,,·iH take care to return 
to the lm~d. a.-, far a' be pos::ibly can, all thil' 
f('rblit..,- be is roLbing it of. If, on t.he othe1' 
ha.nd, 'a, man ha.s only got a sh~rt lca~e, he 
will tr .. tD c:<. t all he can from the soil and 
lcaYc it in ~n iinpoverish€d C011dition.. That 
is \vhv I d0 not alto•. eth-er fa your the Idea of 
the> GoYc-rn•ncnt leasing th, ~:;e la._,ds to ~he 

unlr·,_,._. bv son1c menns yon can bind 
~.-<..y-,-,· rs do···n~ to remain a ecrtain tin1e on 

1 heir fnrnt:- and produce cane, r~nrl 1~ot take 
tl'P fr:·st. fe,,T -v~?,.n·· of the ri< 11 ne1v s::::r~b, w·hen_ 
it- is p .. 'l'£( ,:th: f·rtile, a:nd then throw 1t. up and 
)t L~yc i;.., G:l thf' ha.nd..:; of the Goyernn1ent, 
dirty -..virh we.eJs. n::-glecif,,-1, a!lcl nn~t:t.~11P.~~~ 
T'h0 GoYcrir ·1f:'nt might t~lf'l1 hnrl gU .. 'dt, dJLl·
rultv in nrocuring a.nother tenrr.nt. 

- . Jfr. llfann.] 
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The PnE:\IIER: \Vill vou have a look at tho 
A :ricultural Holdings ::let of 1905? 

:1Ir. :1IAK~: I have read that Act, but we 
11a\ e passed mor'L' ..strin:::;ent provision:) in 
other _._\ct-., bnc,Hlde v:t- found that tht-y did 
not quite fill the Bill. I rem~mber the measure 
the Premier refers to quite well. I helped 
~hP bon. rncn1ber fo.r :J-fackay, the pn~;;;ent 
Occretary ·for HailvayF-, to pa"":, it, and l 
an aP.1.~udrnent in,,erted p:roYiding that n 
a man c,Jcanxl the land that should also be 
r·cgarde:l as an irnprovcrnent. The Act is a, 
good f''"'-8, I adn1i1·, but we \vant to n1a.kr 
assuran~.:e doub! v sure by pLJ vidine,· for the 
protection of the interests of the gro,\Yer who 
is leasing land. 

The PnE~HEH: Hear, hear! 

Mr. MAN::'f: It mav be asked how we' ca.n 
prevent land speculation in connection -with 
\hese mills, and I intBnd to submit a proposi
tion with that object in view. I hope it will 
meet with the approval of the Trca,surer. l\ly 
proposition is that when the Go:vernment 
establish a mill they :,hall ask "'wh and every 
landholder who is putting in his la.nd into the 
mill to make a •·aluation or his land, and that 
valuation shall be ha.ndecl to the Tre~nurer. 
I wish the Government to have the power to 
take over the land at the owner'- valuation 
and the selling price shall be the owner'~ 
valuatio.n. plus the YoJue of the improve .. 
1nonts, and plus that. land's 1noicty of arry 
n1oneys paid into t.he Treasur,y to rodcell1 
the mill. I think that is a fair proposition, 
~.nd nobody can cavil at a.n arrang21nent. like 
that. 

1Hr. HARD.;.cnr~: liow ar0 you gomg to get 
t hern to ca,rry that cut? 

. Mr. ~JANN: Of course, you co.n pick hole-; 
m any law place·! <.•n the stat,tc-book: but T 
think that if that proviso was made it woulcl 
l:e effcctivP. :\ianv pcool~ do not care to 
override the law; inal1.v ~arc' honest, and do 
nnt seok LO [JVOid C•HTIDliance cvith the laW· 
and I .think lt wo1tld n~eet to a great extent 
the ovii of iand spiJ0 1Jlation 1n conncr;tion \Yith 
our sugar lands. 

J\Ir. HoDGE: \Yould you be prepared to 
accept that eondition on your o\vn part? 

l\Ir. l\IAN:'\f: Yes. I have a pice" ol land 
which I hope soon >"ill be included in a mill 
~rea, and I will sdl it to the hon. gentleman 
at 1"hat it is worth now. 

llfr. HoDGE: I will talk ahout it m tho 
morning. 

:\lr. i\IANK: Tho dcputv lcad0r of the 
Opposition co1n1nended tho ~ l-;-overnn1<?nt fen' 
their action in putting in tho proyj.;-;ion P-'-'C"
cluding undesira,ble aliens fron1 vvorkin!.t about 
a mill or a tram" ay unless they first ,;btain <1 

certificate that they can write from dictation 
fifty words in the English lan3·twgc; hut I i.ll 
go further than that; and I holJe that the 
Treasurer will ac'"'opt an a.1n-endmcnt to P!'C"
yent the lc v ing of land to anv urtde&inible 
alien until he gets such a cortifl.~ato. I claim 
that if it is a fair thing-which I think mem
bers generally ''<ill agref> that it is-to prcven t 
a.J1V undesirable alien fTo1n v orkin.r.t about a 
n1iil or a t1·an1way, it is ahJ desirable to pre
vr nt him frotn n1aking a profit frorn the grov,-
ing of cano. 

The PRDfiEH: It is intended to introiluce 
"' Bill dealing with the leasing of land to 
aliens 

l\ir. 1\lAKN.: But that may Lot come on 
till the end of the sc,si'm: and I "·)uld like 
to ~n.p the provision in this. Bill which vvc aro 
dealing with now. 

[Mr. Mann. 

The PHEVIER: Then cubmit tho am' '~dment 
early, so that. y,e can f •c !1ow it w-ill ..,vorlc 

l\lr. )__~~.._L\.NN: I 1v~U get it printed and ¥ircu
hucd as soon as I can, so as to prt:v2nt tho 
k::tsin~ of land to aliens for what is aftr·T all 
1,he 1~0.-st nrofi.Ltbj-) furrn ol agriculture in 
::\"orth (lu~cuslr·ud-.tLo ~;rowing of sugar. 
\Ye wJ..nt to Dl'CY( }J.t it- frorn g-cLting iuto their 
h::n1ds and rC,·.- -rYf' .. all th.._, profit for 11cople of 
oul' c/\V':l race. ( Hc::r, hear.) :\"ov., I just 
\.ish to turn to tho Bill: ancl first I will deal 
1vith a n1-att-;r 1vith \·/hich the Treasurer is 
fmniliar to a certa,in extent. I askod hi1n a 
quE::ltion the other night. to ~"' hich he could 
nvt give an FffGcti\·c l'eply on the sp1:1r of ~he 
~:1on1enL a-:; lo the area in cou;cctJon 1 

.. tth 
-: t:; Babinda Creek I\lill. I asked him if it 
.. ould be nccc, an for tho ,, peJplo to make 
annlication no _-T t~ cornl: u.:.1ck.l_ the Bill, be-
c~~se if th rJ1ad._ applicct'tion, there is arnple 
power in Bill for t.hc Tn ~tsurer to seo 
that none thf~ s~ tl,.r-:o in that neighbour-
hood arc pcualised by being kept out. I want 
to let tho l-1ou~--~ know thE' position; and I 
·-,~ .. ill road a copy ef the rc,,oTl ... utions ?arr~e~ _at 
a rneeting of ,the Russell .;_' arr_ncrs D1s~,nct 
..::\.:-- '.ociation hdd at Harn __ •_y'6 C1·eek on tho 
1'/th June this year-

" 1. That tb"' acti0n of the .l\..loon1ba dele
gab-s in putt1~1g th' b1und~1ry at Harvey 
C-rcdi:. be, rep'.Jc1hlt""U, a:; they had no authority 
to do so, and. the Treasurer be told so." 

I n1av explain that cort1.in gro\vers at .... \loomba 
had 'met the Sugar Commission, and asked 
for an area to bo declared around Aloomba 
suitable for the erection of a central mill, and 
pledged the growers now petitioning the 
Tn asurer to put in their lands. 

The TREAS!:HEH: I told you tlwir request 
would receive th'' fullest consideration. 

) Ir. :\IANN: I found the Treasurer most 
,vmnathetie · and I am asking him if the 
Babinda Cn;ek peopJo nHlSt r:nake application 
m.der this Bill in order to receive tho neces
eary mom'y for the erection of .a mill there. 
If he 1vill tak,, it into h1~ hands to declare 
the mill area I am cure he will not ]ea.ve out 
of the area ~nJ of the Babinda s~ttlcrs. 

The TREASL"RER; I shall be anxious to make 
it a great SUCC('3P 

Mr. l\JANN: You will understand that 
thoro has boon some trouhle in this matter. 
The second resolution r0a.ds-

" 2. That th~- attention of the Colonial Trea
surer be directed to the fact that the bene
fited area of the Babinda 1''/Iill, v~·hilst taking 
Ll ,, 13"'.'ge area of private 1and :)t the extrmne 
outh on \Vhh_~ nobody has been living for the 

la t twenty years, h;, s e-xcluded the lands held 
by ;""' nun1be1' of farmers who have for years 
bC'en living here, struggling along in the expcc
bJ.t:on tllaL they v. ould f.Jrrn part of the 
Bnbinda lVlill, and now find that they are cut 
out. The areas taken are B23, 322, 321. and 
486, oariBh of Bellenden Ker, of about 1,280 
acre,.._ eaC'h, and t.he area::; excluded and on 
which people have been livin~ for many y;:ars 
a1·e situated between J·.lnction Creek and Fig
tree Creek." 

Tho PRE1IIER: The 1 c>comm(ndation of the 
R,oyal Comm.ission in that resp(ct i~, subject to 
~c"mendment. 

l\Ir. :\JAN?\: I hope that it "iii be amended. 
I have a map to show the land which they 
want to have included in the area. It 1s 
alongside the tran1way, and there is no in
cupcrrrhlP difllcnlty in gct"ing cano to the 
Ptill. I intended to n1ovc an cunendrnent to 
meet the case, providing that any land \Vithin 
a reasonable distar,co of the mill, and where 
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there is no insuperable dirliculty in getting 
cane to the mill, should be allowed to be 
included in the mill area. 

The PrtE),IIER: : There is also po\\·or in the 
hands of tho Goveruor in Council to arnend 
the boundaries. 

2\[r. IIIA~N: The third ncoolution we·.,_ 
"That Mr. Eashvood's report of his jnter

Yit ·,,. be sent dowri to the Treasurer through 
J\ir. M<lnn along \Vith our petition." 

That has been done. The fourth resolution 
was-

.. That Fig-tree Creek be the north boun
dary of the ar•- ~ we w!.-::h to be added to the 
Babinda area." 

I have other correspondence here which I do 
not intend to deal with at any great length, 
because the time is pressing; but just to 
qltow tho position these people would be in if 
tT1e:· •.;·ere not included in the mill area, I may 
mention that I have a Iotter from one who 
has been twenty-four years in the district, 
one \Yho }.las been twenty~eight years there, 
another eighteen years, another who \vent 
t?ero hvcnty~t-..vo years ago, and has three 
Sisters born on the area : and it would be a 
hardship indeed if, while new settlers are 
allowed to como in, those people \\ere to be 
left out. I\'ow, I wish to say a word or 

two with rPfercnce to some re
[8.30 p.m.] marks which fell from my han. 

friend, the hon. member for 1-Ier
l,prt. He dealt with the report of the 
Su~ar Conunission, and I agree vvith hin1 
cnbrely when he says that the cornmissiou 
has been som,_:·vvhat c0nservutive in their 
report. The0 have takc·1 too much notice of 
the cvidenc0 given by the representative'' of 
the Colonial Sugar Eefining Company, and 
have been rather con8ervative in their opin
ion as to tho number of mills that we can 
now afford to establish without overtaking 
the Commonwealth's sugar demand. I think 
that if we established throe or four mills 
this year ,,.e should still find oursd \¥cs 
very much behind the demand. It is onlv an 
odd year that we get a bumper crop, m;,.ing 
to frost or some other cause, and it will be a 
great while at the present rate of progrc,s 
lrefore \\0 n1anufacture enough sugar to 1neet 
our own requirements. Personallv, I should 
have liked to have seen the Government 
purne a bolder polio} in the establishment 
of central mills. '\Vith regard to labour for 
the canefield, it is a fact that the bulk of 
the workers in our fields arc drawn from the 
Southern States. They come up for six 
months in tho year, the cutters earn good 
rnoneJ, anJ. that money is taken or sent out 
of the State, so that the earnings of those 
n:en do not benefit Queensland to any appre
Ciable extent. Of course you cannot exnoct 
the men to stay in Quem1sland unless there 
is something for them to do. The idea has 
been mooted that they might got smaller 
areas of land on which to grow cane, but 
if those men are wanted to cut cane you 
cannot afford to give them blocks ~vl1ere 
they themselvc-'' will grow cane, because if 
thov go in for that work at tho very time 
that their services are most required by 
other growers they will be busy on their own 
farms, if they have any area worth speaking 
of. If a, man has 10 acres of cane land he can 
spend all his time upon that. 

Mr. MULLA~: Couldn't his family help 
him? 

Mr. MANN : Some of them are not mar
ried. Thoro are no doubt some industrious 

r.aen whe; could haryest 16 acres of cane, but 
the average n1an could not look after a 
crop on that area. \Yith an a\·cruge crop 
of 20 tons to the acre. that \YOU!d be 
~03 tons of cane, and a ~nan having that 
crop to harvest woe!ld have to cut during the 
whole season, and would be unable to help 
growers \d1o required his servicE'"\. The 
only solution of the problen1 that I can 
"'~ is to give tho canecuttcr land on which 
he can gro\v son1e other product than cane. 
For instance, in the Cairns district, a 1nan 
rnight take up a £arn1 at Atherton and 
euckavour to earn a liYing by its cultiva
tion. I-Ie could plant n1aize early in J anu
ary, stay on the farn1 and work it until the 
harvest, which would be about the end of 
3.1ay, and L~t~u \Yhen the 111aize ·was hare 
vested lw could leave his family to do th~ 
husking and other work in connection \Vit~ 
tho sale of the erop, and he could go dow!,. 
to the trol1ical coast and engago 111 cane
cutting. 0.£ course in the cancgro\Ying dis
tricts you n1ight ~;et blocks of land \Yhtre a 
man could cultiYate some tJroduct other than 
CJ.ne, but u ,ually all the land aro•~nd a mill 
-..~·hich is fit for c~(negrowing is used for that 
purpo,,o. In J\1ackaJ you \vill find 1nen gr(nV
ing cane even on tO\';.a allotnwnts, and son1o 
of then1 have ~t fairly nice patch. B;;~ rna.nur
ing their land they produce fairly good 
crop", and if a n1an can raise 30 or 40 tons 
of eane he realises a very nice addition 
to his vcarl •: income, I v.ould adYi :c the 
Go1.rcrn~ent <vas far ns possible to provide 
those 1nen vvi th la.nd a few :miles L·o1n a 
b, __ tga~, district-~\·:ithin ec:.,~: distance of ~he 
{tlf.tnct. of coursc--\vhere they can c np.loy 
tht~lnselves in gro-..,.ving -other product:" than 
c :.ne, ~:::o that their ser~·ic·:s n1ay be aYail
able to planters in the cutting S( 'i.sun. 

An HON01;RABLE ME}!BER: Doesn't cane
gro\,~ing pay the bc":t? 

~Ir. ).rANN: I ad111it th--~t canebrowing 
pays tlw be-st, but a rllan has tJ pay a big 
priec in order to get l1old o£ <:!, _.)ieee of land 
o£ an~ value for that. purposi~~ and that is 
cornetimes bevond the means of the man with 
little or no c<vapital. I should like to se a 
svsten1 of neasant nronrietor::::hin established~ a system ;vhich Would l'O'llit ir~ the ostabJish
lr1f-'11t of 1nen on fanns of frun1 10 to 40 acres. 

IVIr, "'1ULLAN: That would soh·o the labour 
problon1. 

Me. MANN: Yc'·; that would settle the 
labour problem, and that is the only means 
that I can see by which it can be settled, 
bece>me you cannot expect men to go up to 
the cancl1clds vcar after nar to harvest 
the cane unles; they can g€t \York in thf1 
district during the slack season. Unless they 
can get work during tho .clack season they 
will only go there if they are assured. of 
making a good cheque during the cuttmg 
season. A tnan 1nust earn good wages in 
order to remunerate himself for the loss 
of a n1onth at sea con1ing up fron1 and re
turning to Sydney or Melbourne. In the 
Korthern districts the canocutter can gener
ally rely upon getting about six months' 
·work. Of course thote are t.iil1("l \vhcn the 
mill breaks down, and then he is idle, but 
if the mill does not break down he can turn 
out every day and work hard during every 
hour of daylight for about six months. I 
realise that if we arc to get men from 
Svdney or J\1elbourne to cut cane, and we 
fr;:,d them work for only a few months, we 

Mr . .Mann.] 
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i:-hall have to pay then1 good wages. The de~ 
puty leader of the Opposition spoke of what 
he r:tllcd "fancy values" put upon lands. I 
could not quite make out what he meant by 
that, ber.J.usc I recognise clearly that if the 
Government erect a mill they shou1d put a 
value on the land -..vithin that 1nill area 
similar to the value of other lands of the 
same quality in the same district. Take the 
Babinda :L\Iill, for insLtnce. I believe it is to 
be of 15,000 tons capacity. H will take a 
very big sun1 of Jnoney to start that tnill. 
If you have 10,000 acres nnder cane, ,-dth :tn 
average crop of about 15 tons to the acre, 
which is a Yery sn1all quantity, tho total 
;yield will be 150,000 tons of c1nc-the quan
tity required to supply tho mill. If the iand 
is valued at, say, £2 an acre, you would 
require an area from 60,000 to 70,000 acres 
in order to get tho sum required to estab
lish the mill, put dmvn the neccs;ary tram· 
ways, and provide a certain su1n to 1nake 
advance:; to gro1vers in order to enable them 
to put their fanns under crop. I \Vould ad~ 
vise the Government to put on the land such 
valnation as is put on sin1ilar land in the 
same district. Land in a 1nill area 1na:v be 
worth from £10 to £15 an aero, but land 
outside the n1ill area, equally as good and 
perhaps a good d0al better, n1a~· be obtain_ 
able for from £2 to £4 an aero. The Go
-voriHncnt will find that as soon a.3 they ercC!t 
a mill the Yaluo of the land will go up 
very 1naterially, and that their securit::~ is 
not ro n1uch in the land as in the n1en they 
get on tho land to grow ccu1e for thH11. 

Mr. FORSYTH: That is the whole risk. 

:\Ir. MA;'-JJ\': I dare sa,- the Minister for 
Hailwa,-s remembers what· absurd values Dr. 
::\fax\YOll put upon our c.1n0 land; ho pr te
tically told the GoYPrnL,C'nt that th~ v had 
:r;o sf~Curity at all. As a 1nat.tcr of fact, the land 
n1ighi· on1:,7 be worth £2 or £3 per acre, but 
t~1e fact thu_t, the cane, gro\~.7 ing on it was in 
t~-o rro:·Js worth £20 or £30 an aero sho,~'s 
that it i ~ not so muth the land ihat is tl1G 
security, but the fact Hwt there arc men 
.on the~ land -v ho are grovving the cane and 
111aking a good living out of it., and intend 
to keep on growing cane, and that is the 
only security tho Govcrn1nent c:1n haYe to 
redeem the mill. I contend that it is a good 
security, becanF-o men 'viii continuo to gl~O\V 
cane as long as the Government will take 
it, and they can grow it at a profit. If tho 
land is thrown up and nobody will grow 
cane upon it, all the land given in as se
curity to the Government would hardly be 
worth anything. In Northern Queensland 
we have only found two crops that will 
pay-sugar and bananas-and if tho land 
has been cropped with sugar, and has be
como to a certain extent exhausted, no one 
would take it up for bananas, and the Go
vernment would have the land thrown up. 
The only security that thG Government 
could have for the mill is that if they are 
willing to pay a sufficient price for the cane 
they will find growers to grow cane for 
them. I notice further on that the corpora
tion-which is the Treasurer-has power to 
take any cane fron1 outside the sugar area_ 
I trust they won't put that into oneration 
until such time as they have exha~sted all 
their means of getting cane within the area. 

The Tm;ASURER : There is provision in 
-ca~e of nece.-sity. 

[Mr. Mann. 

Mr. MANN: I realise that, but I want 
it to be understood that they will not FPek 
for any cane until they have exhausted th·c 
< :1nc in their o-\vn al~ea. 

The TnEASUUER: It is essential that the 
111i1l nnL L bo worked at iL~ full capacity. 

11r. 1\LANN: Yes, but it may have a ten
dency to cause people to 'Say, "I ·won't put 
n1y land in the n1ill; I won't risk my land.~' 

The SECRETARY FOR HAIL WAYS: If they 
aon't risk their land, they v.ron't get a l11ill. 

Mr. MANN: That is so. I quite realiso 
tho fact that they have got to risk the land, 
but there is ahvays one or t\YO \vho Jnay 
hang back and not put their land in, and 
thereby spoil a good scheme. We often see 
in Northnrn Que,,nsland as much as 1,280 
;•en·; of scrub held by one individual, and 
if there are two individuals like that, there 
may be sufficient land in that block to pre
vent a mill being worked at a profit, and I 
would like it to bB understood that if these 
]Wople do not come into the mill area the 
Treasurer will not take their cane until he 
has exhausted everv other method of obtain
ing a sufficient supPly. Tho deputy lead0r of 
the Opposition dealt with the closing- of the 
hotels in the miil area,. Thei"e is a difference 
of opinion about th~ wisdom of thaL Per
sonally, I agree with it, although I have 
heard or:.~ 01· two mill n1aiEt_;'trs say that it 
is very handv to have a " nub.)} at the mill 
r :ttc, b-eaus~ your men nCvt'r f!O a,\ay. If 
tbey go 6 or 7 mileco to a hotel, they rnay be 
absent when the whistle blo\\''' to start \v'ork. 

::\1r. Conf:r:n: They n1ay not ha:ve enough 
money to go away. 

Mr. l'L'I.KN: Oh, yes: if there is a hotel 
along tho raihvay line 10 c.:. 12 1niles a v ay, 
it. v,-on't t<'tke rr~.nch to induce a rnan t.o 
g-o there who is in the habit of drinking. 
But I must cay that within the last three 
or four yc>ars we have had a sober, steady 
sat of n1en as canccuttors. (Hoar, hear!) 
While I do not wish to bring any tempta
tion in the way, I wish the Treasurer. to 
realise that this might not be the good thmg 
he thinks it is. Howeyor, it is an oxperi
ncnt which I sincerely hope will be a vel"} 
r"r -'at SUCI?SS. 

Tho TI\EASl'RER: It will be a very great 
success. 

Mr. MANN: There is another hotel at 
Harn'v Creek which ought to be closed as 
well a~ that at Babinda, because this hotel 
will be in the mill area, and I think it would 
be unfair to close one and leave tho other 
out. "With the hon. member for Herbert, I 
believe the Govern1nent should pay com
pensation in this case, because it is a special 
case, but I do not believe in money com
pensation when we come to deal with liquor 
generally. But in this case two hotelk··:opcrs 
are to have their licenses taken away, and I 
think it is only fair for the Government to 
give ample compensation for tho loss of 
what may have been a lucrative business. 

The SEC'RETARY FOR H.AILWAYS: It will not 
be the Government which will pay com
pens~ tion, but the mill area. 

Mr. MANN: I understand. I wish also 
to support tJw hon. member for Her!Jert and 
the hon. member for Townsville in their con
tention that the period of repayment is too 
short. Evorvone who has had anything to 
do with surrar-mills will realise that it takes 
some y<•Q,rs~ for the mill to be able to work 
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up to its full capacitv. It takes a lot of 
tin1e an.d rnoney to get" an area of land under 
cane. In the Babincia district I know one 
gro·wor who has spent as 1nuch as £40 an 
aero on his land alrt:ady, and tlr.:, GoYern
ment can quite clearly understand tliat that 
gro;,·er <!.: .least 1tvi~l no~ 1bo in a pos~ti?n to pay 
bacK an~ ~.,h1ng to tho uoyernnlent for sornu 
,considerable time. 
. The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: His c;·op 
rs not the bu,,t one there, •_itlwr. 

Mr. MANN: No; his crop is not the best 
o~~~ there. I quite r(~alise that that gro',\·er 
l\llJ. havo a loss on that crop, and he can 
only recvup himself if his cane ratoons well 
':~1d he gets a cutting the. third, fourth, o; 
fie th tnne; but rf he sponas £L;G an rrcre on 
the cane crop and it gets lost through floods 
or grubs, thon thG gron,,__;r is in a Y21 v unfo.r~ 
tun ate position indeed, and is ch- :trh; unablo 
to pay back the Government for" inter-1"t 
and redemption. I was pleaaed to hoar what 
tho hon. member for Townsville said because 
I think the same thing, that to 'allow a 
period---

The SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. mem
ber has exhausted the time allowed by the 
Btanding Order. 

Mr. MANN: l would like an extension of 
time. 

Mr. JI.IULLAN: I move that tho hon. mem
ber for Cairns be further he>crd. 

The SPEAKER: The qm,tion is-That 
tho han. n1mnbo1~ for Cairns be allo'.Yed a 
further oxtrnsion of t.irne. 

Question put and passed. 

Mr. JI.L\.NN : I won't trcspa'"s much lone;er 
on the good \\ill of the :HoHse, but I ,~ ;; n L 

to in1prcss on the Governn1ont the f\:sirablc•
lless _of extondi!~ the period of rcpa;yn10nt. 
It w1ll ta.lx<r-nvo years befuro tho li ill is 
'vorking_ up to !ts full cal?ae_ity. There n1u_y 
be a stnke, whiCh I hope wrll never happen 
aga1n; but 1t 1nay happen, and it would bo 
very unfortunate if tho gro\vors had to nay 
back tho interest to tho Government if the; 
were unable to harvest the crop. I think w:O 
shou!d ail ow a period of ii ve years; co !lee t 
nothmg for the firsi~ three :'ears, and then 
.aJlo1v thC'm anotiwr tv o yc<1rs if required. 
If tho n1illowners or the landowners ,...-err~ 
de ,irons that there should be no repavment 
owing to unforeseen circun1stancLs, th0 G-o
Yornrnent should not insist on anv relJaY
nient for five years during the cufrenc~.- ~;_[ 
the loan~that is, throe years at first, 'and 
two years during the rest of the period that 
they could g-et a remission of the payment 
for the time being if it is so desired. I 
thank tho House for the hearing I havo 
received. I am pleased to support the Dill. 
and I trust that the Trc,osurer will accept 
amendments in the direction indicated bv th ·· 
hon. men1bers for Townsyille, Herbert,"' and 
m;~ self. (:Hear, i•oar !) 

1\Ir. VvHITE (Musgrave): While I believe 
the Bill is a good one, I do not think it is 
by any means a perfect Bill, and I will have 
a good d•eal to say when the Bill gets into 
Committee. The commiesion have brought in a 
very exhaustive report, but I do not agree with 
everything said in that report, and the re
commendations of tho commission. I think 
the central mills have done more to populate 
the districts of Queensland than anything else. 
A great deal has been done by them to create 
"Settlement in the district I hav,c the honour to 
represent, and a great deal has been done in 

the North. \Vhcn I was travelling in the 
North recently. I IYUS rnet by n1any people 
\·:ho want8d central n1ills, and in rnany place·) 
the land where ths central rnill \vas wanted 
belonged to large eorpor;J.tion,, already, and 
I do think, if tlle GovernrncDt al'f· gcing to 
t: rPet central rnills--if they arc going to in
cri::a.:..,~ the vahhJ of the land--thev should first 
resume the hnd and then ;et it- out in small 
areas from 40 to 50 acrn, as suggested by the 
hon. n1en1bcr for To\vnsville~ and have it put 
undPr intense cultivation. That is the a.nly 
thing that will ma1w these mills a success. If 
you reserve the land, or take Cro·wn lands, the 
increased value of the land, owing to the erec
tion of a mill, will almost pay for the entire 
cost of the mill and the tramwavs. 'l'his would 
be a very good principle to e'tablish, and it 
\vould enable the mills to start o.n a better 
footing, and enable the grovvers to start on a 
fair and equitable basis if they had not to pay 
so much for the land. The bon. member for 
Cairns stated that anyone who goes into thP 
townships or Qn to the land should only get 
the amount expended on the land in the way 
of in1provBmenL a.nd the original valuation. 
I do not agree with that, for this reason: The 
men \\"ho went on to that land in the cariy 
days have suffered all the hardships and have 
gone through the trying period of early settle· 
ment, and thcv c"hQulcl be entitled to the 
fmits of their lahcur, and sell the land at the 
best price the:v can get for it. 

lilr. l\IANN : What about tho land an 
Babinda? 

Mr. IYHITE: As far as Babinda land is 
concerned, I certainly would not give a. mill 
at all to the Babinda people. 

1\Ir. MANN: Why? 

l\lr. "WHITE: For the reason that a great 
deal of that land is held by large owners of 
land, and unless the Government is going tQ 
resume that land at a reasonable pric'" and let 
it out again at a reasonable price~ I do not 
think a mill should be built at Babinda Creek 
at all. When that proposal comes before the 
I-Ious,, I int8nd to oppose it. ~<'\. suitable place 
for a mill is on the Inkerman Estate, where the 
lane! absolutely belongs to the Cl'Qwn. It 
would be a go·od thing for settlement if t\vo 
mills were erec.ted at Inkerman and thv !and 
let out in small areas of from 40 to 100 acres. 
That would help tho•e people, and the mill 
should be under joint n:::anagemcnt, as sug
gested by tho hon. momcer for Towusville. 
Coming to the Bill, I do not soc anything in it 
whero the farmers <1 r 1 to guarante0 a cs.,rtain 
amount of cane land-suffi-:jent cane to keep 
the mills in full work. I think the Govern· 
ment should hB protected. Tho deputy leader 
of the Opposition spoke of the variatio.n in 
the price paid for cane. The variation in the 
price of the cane is causPd very often O\\·ing 
to tho sma.ll amount of cane supplied. If the 
mill has a particularly g-oocl year and there is 
plenty of ca,no. then i·hey can afford to pay a 
high price. I remember o.ne year at Gin Gin 
the ca!1e was paid for at ahout 7s. per ton, 
and the cost of producing· the sugar for the 
year wa.s £21 a. ton Qf sug-ar, and they wer-e 
only r;etting £11 for it. That is a case where 
it would not pay, and if a. mill of 40,000 or 
100,000 tons capacity has only a small supply 
of cane, then certainly they wo,uld not hB 
able to pay a big price for the cane. There 
is anotfier matter I would like to mention, 
and that is in reference to the accommoda· 
tion-houses that have tQ b(l providPd by the 
corporation. I am rather inclined to think, 

Mr. White.] 
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as a men1ber knowing what sugar-mills are, 
that tho idea of doing away with lif[uor of all 
kinds, per haps, will not act as well a~ the 
'frBasurer expects it to. I rernemb,·r readitJg 
abo_{t the corroration of :vianchc trr -...Yho \Yere 
erectiug \Vat.f~r\vorks right &\vny ha.:-·k in the 
\Velsh mountains, and the~' ha,d great trouble 
owing to tho hotols there. They shut up all 
the hotels but one, "nd the men had to go 
aero"-; a creek to get to the place, and they 
had Yery ':;n~at difliculty in getting- back, and 
iro;;tea::l of having accomrnodation-houses 'vith 
absolutely no. liqnor, they allo .;·cd the ac
co!1Hnodation-hous,,s to let a 1nan, after his 
f:ard day's work vvith the pick and shovel, 
ret one glat::. of beer or one glass of spirits, 
but not any more. The men were alcsolutely 
satisfied, a.nd there was not a single man who 
went to that placn who was not pk J ,cd he had 
gone there, and felt very much hetter when 
he went away, O\Ving to the temperance prin
cipJ,_ -:. If the accon11nodation-honsrs are to 
b,) run by the GovernmAnt it n1ight be a good 
plan to allow the men to have one glass of 
beer at night before going to bed. Ha.ve a 
separate reading-room attached. where the 
rn:_n could get a giaes of beer, ha.ye- a pipe, 
8~nd read, and I believe such a system 'c.ould 
work successfully. 

:\Ir. BRIDGES: \YhJt pizo glass? (Laugh
ter.) 

l\Ir. \VI-IITE: I t.l1ink the suggestion is 
worth th0 consideration of the :!Hini;:;ter. bc
uwse I think it would he mnch better, and the 
1na.nagcn1ent o:f the rnill would have a much 
better opportunity of carrying on this work 
suc:essfull.v if this system were a.dopted. The 
question of the price of cane has co1ne np in 
the Hom;<>. I v, .1.o just looking up the speech 
of the hon. men1ber for Bo,ven anc1 taking out 
th0 fig-ures. I must congratulatE' that hon. 
member on tho very able speech he ma.de on 
the question, but I think he made some rather 
egregious blunders in regard to the cost of the 
cane. 

The SPEAKER: Order' The hon. memLer 
wiJl not be in order in ref€rring to the ques
tion of a State refinery. 

Thlr. WHITE: I was replying to the str.te
ment made by the deputy leader of the Op
position, that this Government should go in 
for a State refinery, and I thought I would 
be perfectly justified in bringing in tho 
figures I have in regard to that because in 
my opinion no State refinery c~uld be suc
cessfully ,."~t-ried on by the Treasurer when 
the Federal Government have absolute con
trol of the import duties, and also control 
the wag·cs that should be paid in the cane
fields. I will not take up th.e time of the 
House in going into these fig·ures, as I might 
have an opportunity of getting- them in on 
another ocC'asion. There arc at least one or 

two mills that I intend to oppose 
[9 p.m.] if they como fmward, because I 

. believe in the principle of cen-
tral mrlls, because I believe that if these cen
tral mills arc conducted, as the hon. member 
f~r Townsville said, by a joint board it wiil 
grve these men an interest in the mills. I 
believe in the Government appointing the 
general manager of the mill and not the 
farmers. 

The TREASURER: Joint boards have not 
been a success in Queensland in the majority 
of cases. Take the harbour boards, for in
stance. 

[Mr. White. 

Mr. WHITE: But tho controlling of those 
'l :JarJs is not in the hands of the Govern
rnont, bnt in tho hnnds of the mcn1.bors of 
the boo.rds. In this CD-iC thr' cont,rolling 
puwcr y,-ill be in the hanJs of the Govern
I;lcHt, and they will appoint a n1anager. In 
clause 27 I notic0 that it says that at th& 
end of the period the farmers can take over 
the 1nil1, a.nd there is a strange provision 
which sels out that in the event of no com
p~ny_ being forn1cd and t,aki~F oYer tho.._ mill 
\Vltlun t\vo vP,"1rti then tne vovcrnnlCTIL can 
con1e in an(l sell tho whole Of the as~·et· 
and keep the money itself. 

Tho TRr\SURER: There n1ust be some provi
sion like that, though it is unlikely to be 
used. 

1-Ion. It PHILP : TtL~t ·will never occur. 
The TRL.\')URER: l''o; it will never occur. 

:\1r. \V.HlTE: It secrns r .. strange proyi-
sion, thou,~h I do not think it likely that a 
company will not be formed. 

The TREASIJRER: If the n1ill is paid fer, a 
con1pany \Vill be fon1H_:d all :::·ight. 

:Ylr. \\'1ilTE: I agree iYith the han. lnern
!Jer for Towncvillc that. four mills should be 
allowed for, the n1ills to go without paying 
an::· interest and rcden1ption, and then thf:y 
ohould Le allowed to pay it off in twenty 
years. l think the period of rcpayn1.cnt set 
l1v the Minister is auite right. The period 
sl~ould Je as short a~ po: ,iblo to pa_.y off the 
rnill, b( •_anse "\YC 1nay have some visitation 
of grubs or other Yurrnin in the ~\orth that 
v.-m,1d annihilate the sug.:u~ industry, aih~ l 
think that th·~ sooner the Governn1ent 
clear of resnonsibiiitv the better. AfZcr 
ftrst four y~ars I thii1k that a 1nill that can
not pay u;e inte:::.·t "t and ru1enlption :o.ct do~<vn 
-c£8 J ls. Sd. for ('Yery v2100-must Le very 
La ell;; rn an~tgcd indeed. 

The TREASURER : Tho payments do not 
commence till 1913. 

Mr. WHITE: 'l~ndcr the old Sugar Works 
Act thcr( "\VDS no navn1cnt to be 1hade for 
th'- firt"t two ycarf': " 

Hon. R. PHILP: \Vc found that was too 
soon. 

Mr. \VHITE: The uux of tho difficulty 
\Yas that t\YO yc ars ·was not sufficient. I 
believe t.hat if this period w0re increased to 
four yec rs it would >6vc them a Letter start. 
Thcv could extend their tramwavs in that 
tim;" The Gonrnment \viii find that if thev 
do not do this thev will have to advanc.e 
more mone~ for the equipment of tho mill 
a.nd tramways. The.t is the history of the 
old mills, whether private mills, Go,·ernment 
Inills, or central rnills. Tl1c P...:tens.ion of 
b·arrnvaysJ unforeseen expPHditure. and im
provements all come in the ftrst four years, 
and I hope that the Minister will agree to 
allow the first fonr years. 

Hon. R. PHILP: That is peculiar to all 
nc"\V enterprises. 

cdr. WHITE: Yes. I hope the Treasurer 
will accept an amendment in that direc
tion, which I trust will be proposed by the 
senior member for Townsville. 

Mr. CORSER (Jiaryborough): I have also 
great pleasure in complimenting the Trea
surer on this Bill. I think that it is a 
very good Bill, though probably in Com
mittee there will be some amendments which 
will improve it. I have no objection, like 
some hon. members have, to that clause in 
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reference to no licenses being granted. I 
am pleased to be able to assist in giving 
th9 'l'reasurer an opportunity of testing 
this question and seeing how it pans out. 
Some commencement of this kind will have 
to be made some time, and it is perhaps 
better to start here. I am not one of those 
who ":ish to extend the time for repayment 
ove_r Sixteen years. I do not agree with the 
semor member for Townsville in his com
parison with what was ~one in years past, 
when the first central Imll was established. 
At that time we did not have the whole of 
Australia as a market, as we have now and 
:ve have_ now better machinery and 'more 
mformatwn as to the growing and manu
facture_ of sugar than we had then. I do 
n?t thmk we should make such a great 
~Ifferer:ce between the different agricultural 
mdustnes. In connection with the farmers' 
other 12roduc~ions we have the Agricultural 
Bank, m whwh the farmers seek assistance 
and they have to pay 5 per cent. interest 
from the start if they borrow any money. 
They do not have to pay any redemption 
for t_he first five years, but they have to 
pay mterest, and I am not one of those to 
let four or five years elapse under the Sugar 
Works Act during which no interest will be 
charged. I do not believe in the distinction 
between two classes of the agricultural in
du.stry. Then again, something has been 
said ab?ut the difference in price that has 
been paid by the various central sugar-mills. 
Or_te must take into consideration that all 
mills cannot pay the same price for sugar
cant;, because, even with the price they are 
paymg, they are hardly able to meet their 
own engagc;ments. Then with regard to the 
cane growmg on the highlands and the 
lowlands, it is not so much whether th~ 
ga.ne is grown on high or low land as the 
thiCkness of the crop. On the lowlands the 
ground is very _much richer and yields a 
yery much heavier crop, hence the density 
~s not so high. We know that the density 
IS not taken from the ground but from the 
atmosphe_re. We _had the experience again 
a~d agam_ a~ Pialba of being paid the 
highest pnce •?r cane _on analysis owing to 
the fact that It was lighter than in other 
scrub districts. There is another matt•or we 
should consider before launching out into 
:oo many c_en~ral mills. Last year, accord
mg to statistics prepared by Mr. Weedon, 
I find that we manufactured in Australia 
210,000 tons of sugar. The requirement of the 
whole of the Commonwealth is, I think, about 
220,000 tons. We can only account for about 
~07 lb. for. each adult that we may increase 
m. populat_wn. It appears to me that the 
private mills are likely to be constructed. 
Take Dry~dale Brothers, for instance, with 
a new mill of 15,000 tons capacity and 
an'?ther . ne~v mill is talked about, ~nd I 
bt;heve IS hk;ely to be built near l\lackay, 
with a c~pacity of 1o,qoo tons, and if we go 
on at thiS rate we Will very soon produce 
a great deal more than 'We can consume in 
the Commonwealth. 

l\1r. HARDACRE: What "ill you do then? 

Mr. CORSER: I consider the man who 
:tdvocates over-production an enemv to the 
mdustry, because it is quite clear that when 
more is grown than can be consumed in the 
Commonwealth it will mean a distinct loss of 
£7 per ton on the sugar produced in Queens
land. The loss cannot be passed on to anyone 
else but the producer. The manufacturers 
will have to pool their loss, and they in their 
turn, will p~.ss it on to the grower. ' 

1911-2 Q 

nlr. HARDACRE: Automatically the growe:·~ 
will stop growing it if it does not pay them 

. Mr. CORSER: They cannot stop growing 
It when It does not pay without rendering the 
aRset of the Treasurer so much less in value. 
At the present time we have no le.ss than 
£377,867 19s. 3d. invested in central mills in 
t,lueensland, and when we know that some of 
those mills are not paying interest now, we 
must take care that we do not bring into 
existence more mills and render that state of 
affairs worse than it' is at the present time. I 
am quite prepared to admit that these central 
miils should not be erected in any other part 
of Queensland than the North, for the reason 
that we want population in that nart of the 
tltate. As far as one can gather f;om visiting 
the North-on the seaboard, at any rate-·
nothmg else can be grown at a profit except 
cane, and it is essential in the interests of 
defence, that we should place as many white 
men as we possrbly can in the Northern part 

· of the State. I was pleased to hear the re
marks of the hon. memb&r for Cairns as to the 
way in which he would suggest settling the 
labour we require in the Northern part of 
Queensland and elsewhere for the purpose of 
harvesting the cane crop. At present not 
only IS the wealth that is produced in the 
State taken out of it by these people who 
belong to other States, but, what is worse, 
their families reside in those States, and we 
are not only losing £1 5s. per capita for the 
labourers themselves, but for their wives and 
families. All that money would be retained 
here if we could find, as suggested by the 
hon. member for Cairns, some work for them 
to do, either for themselves or for somebody 
else, during the off season. There is another 
matter that I hope the Treasurer will not lose 
sight of, and that is that when these mills 
arc to be constructed, however many they may 
be, they Will be manufactured in Queensland. 
.1} is admitted by those who are engaged in 
the sugar mdustry that sugar machinery can 
be manufactured just as well, if not better, 
m Queensland, and the difference in cost be
tween the imported and the locally manufac
tured article is very little indeed. The local 
article also has this undoubted advantage: 
that when there is a breakdown the patterns 
of all the parts are in the hands of local firms, 
and the broken parts can be easily and speedily 
1·eplaced. Although the average deficit for 
the last six years has been stated at 40 000 
tons, it must be remembered that during that 
period we have had one very bad season. In 
our own districts there was a loss of 50 per 
cent. that year owing to the most severe frost 
that has been known in twenty years. Al
th"ugh I do not wish in the slightest degree 
to discourage the construction of more mills 
to supply sufficient sugar for the requirements 
of the Commonwealth, I certn.inly do not wish 
to be one to take part in the construction of 
more mills if their construction means the 
production of more sugar than can be con
sumed in the Commonwealth. It would be 
bad business to do that. The Treasurer is a 
cool, calm, capable man, and I feel sure that 
he will bear this in mind when ordering the 
' urious mills. Then, again, I think we should 
get some assurance from the Federal Govern
ment that there will be no more threats-and 
that those threats will not be put into execu
tion-in connection with the breaking down 
of the duty on sugar. I do not fear anything 
on that score about New Guinea, because I, 
do not think the people of Australia would for 
one moment consjder it advisable to allow 
sugar to·be grown and manufactured by black 

Mr. Corur.J 
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labour in New Guinea when black labour is 
withheld from those engaged in the industry 
in Queensland. But I see that the Federal 
GovernmePt have i.t in their power to tamper 
WI.th the duty on Sllgar, and I realise that 
there arc a great number of people in the 
Southern States who have very little sym
pathy indeed with the growers of sugar-cane 
m the North of Queensland. It is therefore 
necessary that every care should be taken in 
that direction before we launch out into any 
very large expenditure in this direction. 

Mr. BR.E2\INAN (Rock hampton 1Ynrth): In 
common with other hon. members who have 
spoken, I compliment not merely the T1·ea
surer but the Government on the introduction 
of this BilL It must be highly gratifyjng to 
the Ministry to find that not only members on 
this side, but also the deputy leader of the 
Opposition, have spok"n so favourably of the 
measure. The speech of the deputy leader of 
the Opposition and also the report of the Hoyal 
Commission would lead most people to imagme 
that from Mackay north is the only home of 
sugar in Queensland. Now, it is a fact that in 
the Central district there are very large areas 
of land suitable for the growd1 of sugar-cane. 
In my own district there are large areas of 
SJlch land. At Yeppoon twenty years ago 
there were 1,200 acres under cane, and the 
avorage yield was 40 tons per acre. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! l must ask hon. 
members to converse in lower Lones if they 
wish to convf)rse. The hon. member for 
North Rockhampton does not speak in a 
lqud tone, and l have some difficulty in 
h<laring him. 

Mr. BRENNAN: Unfortunately for the 
Central district there was the labour trouble 
coupled wii;h the difficulty of transit. Now 
there can be no trouble either in connection 
with labour or with transit. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBE.R : There used to be 
black labour. 

Mr. BRENNAN: Black labour is done 
away with now. At that time there was a 
difficulty in getting to a market; but now 
w"e have railway communication. There are 
several places in the Central district suit
able for sugar-growing ; and in Rockhampton 
there is an elfort being made by the people 
to start a company and b!lild a mill of their 
own; but I do not see why the Government 
&hould not gi"e us a central mill there. As 
some members hnvc said alre1edy, the com
mission have been top conservati'lfe in their 
recommendations, and have placed too much 
faith on the statements made by a repre
sentative of the Colonial Sugar Refining 
Company. Our district seems to have been 
ignored altogether, and I m;tke these re
marks that the 'rreas)lrer may understand 
that the C<mtral district expects it shall not 
he overlooked in this matter of sugar"-mi1ls. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. RYLAND ((}ympic) : I must say that 

this Bill is an improvE)ment on existing legis
lation in regard to sugar-mills; at the same 
time, I would like to see the principle carried 
out more fully than is proposed in the Bill. 
We should be guided by the weakness of 
past legislation, and I think the experience 
of the past showed one great weakness, which 
was ably dealt with three years ago when the 
question of central mills was under considera
tion. It was then agreed that they should 
be put under the direct control of the Go
vernment, the Ron. the Treasurer being made 
a. corporation for that purpose. The word 

[211r. Corser. 

"corporation'' is contained in this Bill, and 
it practically means the Treasllrer. . Oor:
sidering our experience in the past, I thtnk It 
would be much better if the Government, 
in building mills under this measure, were 
to build them as State mills to be worked 
by the Government and kept under Gov~rn
ment coHtrol, and not allowed to go mto 
the hands of companies. 

The PREMIER: There are safeguarding pro
visions that will apply to the wills when 
they get into the hands of companies. 

Mr. RYLAND: I admit that there are 
Hafeguards here that were no~ put into 
previous acts; still I think that It would be 
better for these mills to be erected and 
run a.s State mills. It has already been 
said that sixteen vears is a very short 
time in which to pay off the money ad
vanced. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That dates 
from the completion of the mill-from the 
time it is ready to crush cane. 

Mr. RYLAND: That means that they 
will have to repay £8 lls. 8d. p_er "ent. 
interest and redemption, which wtll be a 
very heavy expense on the canegrowers. 

The SECRETARY FOR -RAILWAYS: They will 
have the mill in the end. It is their profits 
on the cane that will buy the mill. 

Mr. RYLAND: They may not own the 
mill. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: They must 
in the end. 

Mr. RYLAND: They may not be able 
to accomplish it. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You need 
not be afraid of that. 

Mr. RYLAND: If th:ere is a run of bad 
seasons the small man working 30 or 40 
01cres of his own will be crushed out, and 
the small farms will go into the larger 
holdings; and at the end of the time the~e 
millR, instead of belonging to. what may. be 
called a lot ·of peasart proprletors growmg 
cane on their own land, will be in the hands 
of four or five large owners of land. 

The PREMIER: No. 

Mr. RYLAND: And these men may be 
renting fa.rms to men working on halves, 
or some other syRtem. There is nothing in 
the Bill to stop the aggregation of farms. 

The PREi.\1IER: n' provides that they cannot 
get more than 5 per cent. on their invest
ment. 

Mr. RYLAND: I do not attach any weight 
to that argument. I am against the wages 
system altogether. I am against men l!ving 
on a piece of land away from a mill-a 

piece at land on which they can
[9.30 p.m.] not make a living-so that they 

may be handy when they are re
quired to cut cane. Our object should not 
be to settle men in that way, but to settle 
them on an area on which they can make a 
living. We should not give a man a piece 
of land merely to bind him tC? the pl~ce 
where his services may be reqmred durmg 
the cutting season. That is about the worst 
position we could place any man in. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Those who 
have workers' homes do not say so. 
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Mr. RYLAND: They do. That system is 
..:·ondemned in Ireland, and the agitation there 
is for a living area. What is the good of a 
man living in a two-roomed house, with half 
an acre of land attached? What is the use 
-of giving a man here 4 or 5 acres of 
land on which he cannot grow anything? 
Yet that is the idea that we have heard pro
pounded in connection with this Bill. I have 
seen ~omc of the areas which have been 
allotted to men in the Isis district. They 
were on a barren ridge, and I said to some 
uf the sugar-workers, " That land will not 
grow cane." They said that it would not 
grow cane. Apparently it was not de
sired that those workers should grow cane, 
but simply to provide them with a piPce 
<Jf land which would keep them in the dis
trict where their services could be utilised 
in canecuting. I hold that a man should 
be given an area sufficient to make a livinn· 
on. That is what I advocated in conne; 
tion with the central mills over thirty year;; 
ago. I wrote letters at that time advocating 
the establishment of State mills and State 
refineries, and settling men on areas of 30 
or 40 acres, or whatever area was required 
to make a living on, so that they could cul
tivate their own land and not have to wOJ·k 
for wages. Sugar is a crop which exhausts 
the land, but if there is a rotation of crops, 
the strength of the land will be renewed, 
and men cultivating land in that way, in
stead of getting a job at canecutting for a 
few months of the year, would have work 
all the year round. I am against the wages 
system entirel-y, and a.m just as anxious to 
do away with wagesdom as some men were 
anxious years ago to-do away with serfdom and 
'sla.vedom. I wish to see a -;;ystem inaug-urated 
under which men will be able to acquire land 
·of their own, establish homes for themselves, 
each man being able to sit clown " under his 
own vine and fig-tree, none daring to make 
him afraid." But that will not be accom
plished under this Bill. This measure pro
poses a sort of arrangement under which 
in siKteen or twenty years the mills will be
•<Jome the property of men holding large 
meas of land. The result will be that the 
mill will become a proprietary mill, owned 
possibly by _half the men who are supply
mg canR to It. Why not have a State mill? 
Why not keep it a State mill? The late 
Premier told us on one occasion that it wao 
a great mistake that the Government allowed 
the central mills to go out of their aontrol. 
1 have been looking for the passage in Han
,,ard, but have not found it so far. I believe, 
however, that. I could find it if I had another 
ten minutes to search for the speech. The 
hon. member for Townsville, Mr. Philp, 
stated that the mills which are under the 
oclirect control of the Treasurer at the pre
sent till!e were not in a position to pay as 
-good priCes for cane as the other mills werp 
paJ:ir;g. How could they be in as good a 
positron as the other mills? Anyone who 
knows anything about the matter knows that 
some of those mills were built in districts 
where they should not have been built and 
that their management was unsatisfa~tory. 
But what happened when the mills wero 
worked by the Government? As soon as the 
Nambour Mill carne under the direct control 
·of the Treasurer it became a paying con
cern. Then ~he. sharoh?lders carne along, 
·and got the mill mto their own hands again. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: After the Government 
got them out of the mire. 

Mr. RYLAND: Exactly; after the Go· 
vernment got them out of the mire. There 
are four mills at the present time under the 
control of the Government, and those are 
the mills which went from bad to worse 
under the directorship of the shareholders
that is, the owners of the land. They ap
pointed their own directors. Look at the 
position they are in! It is doing far better 
now. But then they ex;pect that that should 
pay as well as other mills that are better 
Illanned. I think we were hardly justified i,n 
building a mill at Gin Gin, considering- the 
land and everything else. TherB was br 
better land up North. In the first place, 
Gin Gin is subject to frost, and the best 
land-the low-lying land in the area that 
runs along the lower banks of the Burnett
which is splendid country, g-ives the lowest 
densil;y of any sugar grown in Queensland. 
The Secretary for Railways will admit that, 
and practically it is hardly suitable land at 
all for a sugar-mill. These mills which the 
Government have now could not he made to 
pay under the old management; and then 
they do not give as good a price for cane 
as the other private mills. I think that they 
are doing very well. 'I'he evidence is all in 
favour of Government. control.· I say the 
Government mills do pay a bett0r price 
for the cane than the Colonial Sugar Refin
ing Company. A central mill gives from 
3s. to 6s. a ton more than the Colonial 
Sug-ar Refining- Company. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You are 
quite mistaken. 

Mr. RYLAND: I am not. The prices 
have been published in the Press. I am 
entirely in favour of the Government build
ing the mills and running- them themselves. 
As regards the point raised by the hon. 
member for Cairns-the question of the Go
vernment resuming the land at the present 
values-if land speculation was practised I 
do not think it will be practicable to resume 
the land afte!'wards; it should be resumed 
before. ~f you follow my line of reasoning 
there would be no land speculation, because 
the Government would own the mill, and they 
would alwavs have control of the land and 
working of the mill. I think these mills will 
never be a success unless so!1wthing is done in 
connection with the refining of sugar. Our 
mills in some cases turn out valuable sugar, 
but it won't fetch a good market price with
out having to send it on to the Colonial 
Sugar Refining monopoly. According- to the 
returns the Colonial Sugar Refining Com
pany makes a net profit of over £4 a ton 
in connection with it. (Government laug-h
ter.) Could many industries nay like that? 
The Government should have -a State refin
ery to treat sug-ar in connection with these 
mills, so that the sugar could be placed 
on the market without having to go through 
the hands of such a monopoly. Another 
thing in connection with these mills : If the 
Government have State mills I want to see 
something done in the way of fair wag-es 
and hours in connection with the industry. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The wages 
boards must prevail. 

Mr. RYLAND: What is our experience 
of the determinations of the wag-es boards ? 
We have no data; they may be rig-ht or 
they may be wrong-. Last week the:v made 
one determination. They summoned them
s<o;lves to come and alter it inside a fort
mg-ht; they may .come together again within 
a month and give another determination. 

lrf r. Ryland.] 
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We have had no experience for any length 
of time of the wages boards as regards the 
sngar industry. I have not much faith in 
the wages boards. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS; You would 
not have faith in the angel Gabriel. 

Mr. RYLAND: I would go in for a wages 
board to-morrow for any industry in Queens
land, if you will let me appoint a chair
man. (Laughter.) That is just the weak
ness in connection with wages boards. I 
remember some hon. gentlemen who were 
prepared to hand over everything to the 
wages boards--

The SPEAKER: Order! 
Mr. RYLAND: Yes, I will pass on. 

(Laughter.) At the same time we do not 
expect to get everything righted by wages 
boards under existing conditions; but I 
think we should provide, seeing the State 
is going to find the money, that the workers 
sho!lld be protected. I notice that the appli
cat!on for a mill must come from a ma
jority of the owners and occupiers in the 
areas _of. can!" planted, and must represent 
a maJOrity m acreage of the land. I do 
not know if there is any machinery pro
vided by which this is to be carried out by 
ballot or not. Provision is also made that 
anyone may object. It is only quite right 
that men in the area who do not want a 
mill should be in a position to object to it. 
A provision with regard to accommodation
houses comes in here. It may be ali right, 
but at the same time it only refers to pro
VISIOn for the employees working at the 
mill, . as far as I can see. I think in con
nection with the housing and accommoda
tion of mill hands, it is just as good to 
be part or parcel of the mills, if the Go
Yernment keeps them under their control. As 
has been advocated by the deputy leader of the 
Opposition, that accommodation should be 
provided at these mills. I know that at 
some of the mills there was a dearth of 
acconlmodation even for the employees 
working at the mills. At one of the central 
mills which came within my experience, 
there was practically no accommodation. In 
c;ne case, the engineer had no accommo
dation, and the manager built two or three 
houses himself near the mill, and rented 
these houses to the employ<ees. I was talking 
to the manager at the .time-.a very good man, 
for whom I have the greatest esteem-and 
I said to him, " Don't you think there is a 
weakness here in connection with this 
matter? You rent these houses and are get
ting a fair rent from these employees, a.nd 
you are the manager of the mill. Don't you 
think it might bias you in some way, or there 
might be room for suspicion that you, as a 
Government servant, in getting a fair rent 
from these employees, might be influenood in 
giving a hetter wage than they are entitl.ed 
to?" "Well," he said; "I did it simply to 
meet a want. These men had not accommoda
tion, and I built the houses on my own re
sponsibility, and the primary obiect was no.t 
to get a profit out of them, but to provide 
accommodation for the good servants a.nd 
employees of the mill." "Well," I said, 
" This is a weakness," and it was not very 
long afterwards I saw in the newspapers that 
those ho.uses were disposed of, and I und€r
stand it was because of what I had said to the 
manager about him being in a false position. 
I think the Government, in building these 
mills, should provide accommodation-houses 
for the employees, and not put the manager 

[Mr. Ryland. 

or anyone else in a false positio.n. As re~ards 
making up any deficiency, I see a rate IS to 

. be struck on the unimproved value of the 
land. I think in striking a rate, that rate 
should only be struck on the enha1_1ced va~ue 
that is produced by the erectwn ot the m11l, 
and there is no mistake, from what we have 
fward to-night and from what I know, that we 
will enormously enhance the value of the lands. 
As the hon. member for Cairns said, land that 
was only worth £2 or £3 an acre, as soon as 
a mill was built and the land was brought 
into touch by a tramway, it was worth £15 to 
£20 an acre. Therefore, we have an increased 
value from £12 to £18 an acre, and I think 
the enhanced value should be the value on 
which the rate shouldl be struck. I thin1<: if 
the Minister will give this question a little 
thought he will see it will he an injustice to 
tax a man for an advantag-e he did not get, 
while you let the other man who _reaps the 
advantage go untaxed. vVe know,. II?- conne?
tion with our railways, a grave m]ustJce IS 
being done by levying the tax in the benefit~d 
area upon the value of the land be-fore the rail
way was built. It should be confined to the 
enhanced value, and it should be equally so 
when making up the deficiency or. paymg _for 
the erection of these mills. There IS one thmg 
in connection with the orinciple of construct
ing the mills. I see it is five years before 
interest is charged. 

The TREASURER: That is not in th€ Bill. 
Mr. RYLAND: Is that not in the Bill? 
The TREASURER; I have not seen it. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The interest 

is 4 per cent. 
Mr. RYLAND: It is £8 lls. Sd. interest 

and redemption. As regards appointing th€ 
farmers as directors of the mills, I do not 
think it would be well for them to go and· 
try their apprentice hands in that way, as. 
they know very little about the busmess. I 
know that is one of the chief reasons for the· 
breakdown of the central mill system-that 
they put a Jot of men on the directorate who 
knew nothing at all about sugar. They were the 
owners o-f the land and farmers, and they had 
enough influence to get on the directorate,. 
and they knew nothing about running a mnl 
and nothing about sugar. I do not know that 
I have anything more to say. If I had time 
to go though the Bill more carefully I dare say 
I could pick out other weaknesses, and when 
the Bill gets into Committee I will be . or:ly 
too pleased to he! p the Treasurer t? so_mahse 
it as much as possible. I have fa1th m the 
Treasurer of Queensland, no matter whe~her 
he is a Labour Treasurer or whether he iS a 
Clemocratic Treasurer, or whether he is a 
progressive Treasurer we have at the pres<;nt 
time, I am quite satisfied to trust these_ mills 
to that Treasurer so.oner than have a directo
rate that would he elected by the owners of 
the land. I have every co.nfidence that the 
Treasurer will run these mills better than any 
1nen that can be elected by the landowners. 

Mr. GUNN (Carrw,-von) : So far as this· 
debate has gone everyone has praised this 
Bill more or less. They found defects in 
certain clauses, but the principle has been 

looked on as first rate. Everyone 
[10 p.m.] has praised it up, and it has 

- been a sweet debate all through. 
(Laughter.) It has been nothing but sugar. 
It is sugar-plums in your mouth all the time, 
judging by what everyone has said about 
the Bill. Everyone is well pleased with ·the 
Bill, and the Treasurer may be congratu-
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lated on the excellent features it contains. 
No doubt it is a splendid Bill for our sugar
growers and for the settlement of our waste 
lands along the coastal districts of Queons
land, and I hope it will be the means of 
settling people on those lands. At the same 
clme, we must look at it from a careful point 
of view. I am afraid that the Minister's 
heart is bigger than his head. (Laughter.) 
He wishes to benefit the sugar-growers at 
the expense of the rest of the State. There 
is no doubt that the sugar industry is an 
artificial industry. It is a bolstered up in
dustry, and lives only by protection, and 
Queenslanders-and I am one among the 
number-are willing to pay more for their 
sugar so as to encourage sugar-growing in 
Queensland. This industry is controlled by 
the Commonwealth of Australia. What about 
the people of Melbourne and Sydney, where 
there arc millions of people who have to 
pay more for their sugar for the benefit cf 
Queensland sugar? 

The PRE~!IER: They do not have to pay 
more. It is just the same. The only dif. 
ference is that the duty is £6 per ton instead 
-of £5. 

Mr. GUNN: If we had no duty we would 
have cheaper sugar. 

Mr. LENNON : And if we had no duty on 
jam we would have cheaper jam. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: And we would be down 
to the dead level of the Asiatic. 

Mr. GUNN: There is no duty on tea, and 
that is cheaper. 

Mr. LENNON: It is no cheaper than it was 
before. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! These continued 
interjections, coming from all over the Cham
ber, are disorderly, and I must ask members 
to cease from interjecting. 

HONOURABLE :MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. GUNN: It was only the other day 
that one of the Federal Ministers suggested 
that it would be advisable to erect sugar
works in New Guinea. That sugar would 
como in and compete with the sugar in 
Queensland and compete with the mills we 
are about to erect. . 

Mr. LENNON: That would suit you, as you 
would get cheaper sugar. 

Mr. GUNN: What about the poor little 
children in Sydney and Melbourne who stand 
outside the lolly-shops licking the windows 
and not able to get the Jollies because of the 
sugar being so dear? (Laughter.) How 
pleased they must be that there is a duty 
on sugar! We must think of other peopl-e 
besides ourselves. There are many people 
in the Southern States who would be glad to 
get cheap sugar, even if it is grown by black 
people in New Guinea. Members of the 
Federal Parliament suggest that this might 
be done, and there is no reason why it might 
not be done. The sugar industry is sup
ported so far by the Federal duty and the 
Federal Government, so why do not the 
Federal Government take a hand in the 
-erection of these central mills? 

Mr. FERRICKS : Because you refused to give 
them the power on the 26th of April last. 
(Hear, hear !) 

Mr. GUNN: Apparently they have the 
power to erect sugar-mills in New Guinea. 
Is not that a dependency of Australia? 

Mr. FER'i!JCKS: You refused to ollaw them 
to control trade and commerce. 

Mr. GUNN: If they have the power to 
erect mills in New Guinea, they have the 
power to erect mills in Queensland. (Hear, 
hoar !) I have seen copies of Mr. Hughes's 
and Mr. Bamford's speeches, and they said 
they would grow sugar in New Guinea and 
dump it into Queensland, just as we grow 
sugar in Queensland and dump it into Ne:-r 
South Wales and Victoria. I hope that th1s 
matter will turn out as well as the Treasurer 
wishes it will. I wish everyone success in 
connection with it, but I point out that it 
savours too much of spoon-feeding. We are 
always apt to "sool" on the Government 
to spend money instead of saving it. 

Mr. LENNON : Y au were advocating the 
cultivation of the rabbit the other night. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. GUNN: It was the cultivation of 
the opossum that I was advocating and not 
the rabbit. (Laughter.) It was in answer 
to an interjection from the han. memb?r 
that I said I believed in one man one rabbit. 
(Laughter.) The cultivation of sugar is a 
very laudable thing, but we must remember 
that once the cultivation of sugar overtakes 
the consumption in Australia we shall have 
to stop. We shall not be able to supply 
the outer world with sugar when we over
take the Australian demand, and we shall 
then have to do something else with our 
sugar. I do not know what we will do 
with it unless we turn it into rum. (Laugh
ter.) We will have an excise duty on it 
then. I do not see how we can turn it 
into rum either, because there is a Liquor 
Bill coming along under which all the "pubs." 
will be shut. (Laughter.) 

Mr. FOLEY: Feed the 'possums with it. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. GUNN: I do not know that 'possums 
are fond of sugar, but I believe they are. 
I must say that the duty on sugar has been 
a great thing for the States, because the 
sugar is much superior to what it was in 
the early days. I remember when the sugar 
came from Mauritius, and it was a V•'' · 

inferior article. It used to ooze out of the 
bags when they brought it out, and. it was 
a common thing to see treacle commg out 
of the bags. You would often pick up a 
lump like a cockroach. In fact, we called 
them " cockroaches," and it was often said 
that if a man had some " post and rail 
tea" and some "cockroaches" he could live 
anywhere. (Laughter.) In considering the 
spending of so much public money, we must 
remember that the Federal Government might 
step in and ruin the sugar industry. I sin
cerely hope they will not do it, but if the 
Federal Government take away the duty the 
whole thing will fall to the ground. 

Mr. FOLEY: You would get your cheap 
sugar then. 

Mr. GUNN: Members do not take me 
seriously, although I am quite serious, and 
we never know the time when it will be 
interfered with by Federal legislation. 

Mr. FORSYTH (Moreton): I beg to 
move the adjournment of the debate. 

Question put and passed. 
The resumption of the debate was made 

an Order of the Day for Tuesday next. 
The House adjourned at ten minutes paat 

10 o'clock. 

Mr. Forsyth.] 




