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Questions,-

Taurspay, 17 Avceust, 1911

The SPEAKER (Hon. W. D. Armstrong,
Lockyer) took the chair at half-past 3 o’clock.

STANDING RULES AND ORDIERS.
RovaL ASSENT.

The SPEAKER said: I have to report
that, pursuant to the msmuctmn given by the
Houw ne om.the 10th instant, 1 this day prescented
to His Excellencv the Governor the Standing
Rules and Orders as adopted by the Amem‘uv,
and His Excellency was pleased, in my
presence, in the name and on behalf of Fis
Majesty, fo give his assent thereto,

At a later stage,

The SPEAKER reported the receipt of a
message from the Governor conveying Xis
Excelleney’s assent to the Standing Rules and
Orders.

PANEL OF TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN.

The SPEAKER: Pursuant to Standing
Order No. 11, I now nominate Thomas Wil-
Liam Boubhald Esquire, member for the
electoral dlatllct of Brisbane South; William
Hamilton, HEsquire, member for the electoral
district of Gregory; David Hunter, Esquire,
member for the electoral district of Wool
loongabba ; Willlam Sidney Murphy, Esquire,
member for the electoral district of Croydon;
Thomas Nevitt, Esquire, member for the
electoral district of Carpentaria, to form the
panel of Temporary Chairman during the pre-
sent session.

QUESTIONS.
CONSTRUCTION OF GREAT WESTERN
Mr. COYNE (Warrego) asked the Secretary
for Railways, without notice—

“When does the Railway Department intend
to proceed with the construction of the Great
Western Railway?”

RAILWAY.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. W. T. Paget, Mackay) replied—

‘“The department are arranging to proceed
with the construction of the Great Western
Railway at quite a number of different points.”

GRIEVANCES ONX RAILWAY CONSTRUCTION

WORKS.

Mr. ADAMSON (Rockhampton) asked the
Secretary for Railways—

“1. Has his attention been called to an
article which appeared in the Rockhamplon
Record, of 5th August, under the nom de plume
of “ Balland Crosw”' ?

“ 2. Will he make inquiries concerning the
truth eor falsehood of the allegations in that
article which relate tec the bad conditions of
labour and the low wages paid to the men
working on the constructicn works of the Port
Alma Railway, the underpaying of the timber-

getters, and the dex .y in pqvmg the money
earned by them, two prices charged for
goods sold by storekeepers on railwav works,

and alsn concsrning the othsr allegdtions con-
tained in the article referred to?

3. If these allegations are
correct, will he take stops
referred to remedied?

found to be
to have the injustices
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The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
replied—

“1, 2, and 3. I had not previously seen the
article referred to, but am causing inquiries
to be made regarding the statements it con-
tains.”

SerecrioNn oN CuURTIS ISLAND.

Mr. BRESLIN (Port Curtis) asked the
Secretary for Public Lands—

‘“1. Has the department full information
as to the suitability of certain parts of Curtis
Island for selection?

“2. If not, will steps be taken
same ?

“ 3. Is he aware that there are persons pre-
pared and anxious to take up land c¢n Curtis
Island if same was available? ”

to obtain

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. E. H. Macartney, Brisbane North)
replied—

“ 1. Curtis Island is entirely pasztoral coun-
try, and very little of it can be termed frst-
class pastoral.

“ 2. See 1.

3. T am not aware that any demand exisis
for lund on the island for settlement. No in-
quiry for land there has been made to the Land
fiettlement Inquiry Office.”

Hours or Porice PAaTroL Duty.

Mr. ROBERTS (Drayton and 7Toowoomba)
asked the Home Secretary—

“1. What are the hours of patrol duty per-
forined by the police daily in the cities of
Brisbane, Ipawich, and Toowcomba ?

“ What iy the longest period per day police
are kept on continuous duty without refresh-
ments?

The HOME SECRETARY (Xon. J. G.
Appel, Albert) replied—
“1. Beat Duty—
“1st relief.—6 to 9 a.m., and 3
“2nd relief.—9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
““3rd or evening relief.—6 to 12 midnight.
““4th or night relief.—12 midnight to 6
a.m.
“ Patrols.—The length of time occupied by
police on patrels is necessarily governed by
the nature of the duty to be performed.
‘2. Six hours on beat duty—viz., 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. on alternate days for a month, and from
12 midnight to 6 a.m. Prior to 1905, night
duty was coniinucus for eight hours—viz., from
2 p.m. until 5 a.m.”

to 6 p.m.

CHARGES AGAINST BUNDABERG POLICE.

Mr. BARBER (Bundabery) asked the Home
Secretary—

‘1. Has his attention been called to a report
in the Bundaberg Daily News of the 14th in-
stant, condemning the action of Sub-Inspector
Brett in c¢alling out the mounted police and
ordering them to gallop to and fro in the main
streef, for the purpose of dispersing the people,
thereby endangering the lives of peaceful and
law-abiding citizens of the town and district?

“2. Is he aware that the sub-inspector’s
action in ordering one mounted trooper to ride
on the public footpath in the business centre
of the town was strongly condemned by the
mayor and business men of the town?

‘3. Will he have a thorough inquiry and
investigation made into the complaints made
against the sub-inspector referrs2 "
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The HOME SECRETARY replied—

“1. No.

“ 2. No.

“3. 1 am informed by the Commissioner of
Police that neither the sub-inspector nor the

mounted police exceeded their duly on the
occasion referred to.”’

Mr. BARBER asked the Home Secrctary—

“1, Has a report reached the department
relative to the conduct and language used by
Constable Dunn on Friday last, 11th instant,
wherein he culled upon his tws esileagues, in
language whoelly unfit for publicati to ride
down and ride over certain men engag
peaceful work of pisketing on the Ashfield
road?

2. Will he call upon the officer in charge of
the Bundsberg poalice to have a full inquiry
made into tha matter?”

The HOME SECRETARY replied—

“1. Yes.

“ 2. If this circumstance really
(which has been denied}), the ques
ing an incuiry will be considered.”

occurred
ion of hold-

NATIONALISATION OF CERTAIN
BRIDGES.
Mr. BARBER (Bundaberyg) in moving—

1, That, in the opinion of this House, the
time has arrived for the Government to intre-
duce legislation dealing with bridges affording
means of communication across our nutur:l
waterways, thereby relieving the few taxpayer
that are now called upon to bear the burden
for the maintenance of such bridges by way of
special taxation or p: "

2. That the Burneftt, Lamington, and Vie-
toria Bridge Boards and joint councils should
he relieved of any further financisl ebligatisa
and the halance of the cost for the coustruction
of the respsetive bridges be met by the Govern-
ment from the public funds of the {tate’ —

said: My object in giving notice of and
moving this motion 1@ twofold; first, the
text of the motion has a very strong lccal
application as far as it affects the interests
of a small section of the people of the Bun-
daberg district, but I felt that I could not
merely apply the terms of the motion to the
Burnett Bridge only, because I recognised
that in connection with the Lamington and
Victoria Bridges, which were built under
somewhat similar Acts to that of the Bur-
nett, there was another section of the citi-
zens of the State who, in my opinion, were
heavily taxed by having to comply with
certain provisions of the Acts passed in re-
lation to the Lamington and Victoria
bridges, and contribute towards the amount
required for interest and redemption on the
two structures. At the time I gave notice
of this motion, I overlooked the fact that
there was another bridge in Queensland
which was subjected to special taxation in
order to provide the revenuc for payment
of interest and redemption, a bridge which
was not built under a special Act like the
bridges I have referred to, and that is the
Fitzroy Bridge at Rockhampton. That was
originally built free of cost to the people of
that district, and the whole burden of
cost was borne by the Government, but,
owing to a flood in later years, which seri-
ously injured that structure, it was found
necessarr to carry oub some extensive re-
pairs in connection with the bridge; hence
the local bodies negotiated a loan with the
Government of the day—I think of about
£5,000—one-half of which was borne by
the Government, while the local authorities

[ r. Barber.
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were made responsible for the other half.
1 might add that the only bridge In Queens-
land—and, as far as I am aware, the only
bridge in Australia—upon *w}_uch tolls are
eollected, 1is the Burmett Bridge. , 1 per-
sonally—and I think that‘prachcahy every
member of this Chamber also—look upon the
system of collecting tolls as a very old-
fashioned idea.

Mr. Coy~E: An obsolete one.

Mr. BARBER: And a very obsolete one.
I have always asserfed that the cost of
the coustruction of bridges of the character
T have referred to, which constitute part
of our national highways, should be borne
wholly by the Govermment. At the time
the Bill was introduced into this Chamber
in 1989, considerable debate took place on
the cuestion of tolls, and Mr. Tozer, now
Sir Horaco Tozer, opposed the idea of the
toll system very strenuously, and several
other hon. gentlemen who were then mem-
bors of this Assembly also spoke in very
strong terms against the obsolete custom of
collenting tolls, as a system that onght to be
velegated to past ages. I obssrved just now
that the Victoria Bridge, the Lamington
Bridge, and the Bundaberg or Burnett
Bridge were built under special Acta T know
very well that I shall be met by ‘the reply
from the hon. gentleman in  cnarge of
‘he department which will be affected by
the carrying out of what I propose to 1do—
namely, that th: Government should relieve
these three bodies from any further financial
obligation and take over the liability for

the unpaid balance—that at the time just
prior to the building of the Burnett

Bridge, the local authorities in Bundaberg
and the Cooburrum Shire Council decided
by resolution to collect the tolls for the pay-
ment of interest and redemption. But I
have always expressed very considerable
doubts as to whether the ratepayers were
properly consulted on that occasion. It 1s
true there werc two wmeetings held, but I
have never for a moment belioved that had
the matter been put to the ratepayers gen-
erally as to whether they would favour a
sysiem of cellection of tells—and let me say
that that same opinion is entertained by a
large number of the citizens of Bundaberg—
snd the question has been clearly understood
by the people of that district the resolu-
tions passed on that occasion would mnever
have been passed aund send down to the
Government favouring the construction of
the bridze under the conditions on which it
was erected. The Burnett Bridge, crossing
the Burnett River, constitutes, 1 _my
opinion, as the Lamingbon Bridge, and the
Victoria Bridge in Brisbane do, part of the
national highway, one might say from Wil-
son’s Promontory in Victoria right through
to Cape VYork. The bridges over the
other large tidal rivers In Queensland
prior to 1879 had been built and con-
structed at the sole cost of the Government.
T have never been able, by the reading of the
dobates that took place in this Chamber when
ths Burret: Bridge Bil was introduced, to
cuoertain the reason why that principle was
altered.  The custom had been, I find, for a
ennsiderable number of yoars, to place a con-
sidersbla amount of money on the Estimates-
in-Chicf wear after year for the purpose of
providing grants and aids to reads  and
bridges, and prior to 1899 all‘the bridges
that constituted our national highways had
been built and the total cost borne by
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the Government. The present Victoria Bridge,
of course, was built to replace the bridge
that was carried away by the 1833 flood,
and for some time a system of toll col-
lecting was in operation; but it met with
8o strong a disapproval and disapprobation of
the public, that on a joint application of the
ratepayers and the shire councils situated
in the metropolitan area, both in North
and South Brisbane, the system was abol-
ished, and the responsibility of collecting
ravenue to provide Interest and redemption

was placed upon the rateparers of con-
tiguous districts. It has dJdemonstrated that
the management and maintenanc of that

bridge has been carried out in a far more
ceonomical manner under the present syst
than what it had been or was possible to b
while the 1l systein was in operation. I
remember that a deputslion of the people in
the Brisbane disivict who were affected by the
taxation made a strong protest against this
system of taxation. I think it was just prior
to the 1909 elections, when the present Pre-
miler was Homn Secretary, that a large depu-
tation, cousisting of the ropresentutives of
tha various local authoritizs round ahout Bris-
waited on that hon. gentleman and
d him to relieve them of any further
n to provids for the payment of the
bridge, but it being the eve of a genera
election, the hon. gentloman had the courage
of his conviction to refuse to accede to the
deputaiion’s request. I may say that the hon.
zentleman in taking up the attitude he did in
telling them that, an election campaign being
on, he could not conscientiously proinisc to
relieve them of this taxation, acted in a very
courageous manner indeed. That was the only
position that any honourable man could take
up. Coming to the guestion of the Burnet:
Bridge: When the measure eame before this
Iiouse, the idea was to have a combined
btridge, and if hon. members look up Han-
sard, Nos. 58 and 59, they will find that a
°cons vble debate took place on the wisdom
or otherwise  of  constructing combined
It was pointed out by the then
for Public Works and Xines, My,

2 hat a combined bridee providing
for rzilway, vehicular, and pedestrian fraffic
could be built for something Iike £5,000 lees
than the presont Burnett Bridge was oon-
ructed for, but owing to opposition being
own to that proposal by the then Chief
Engineer and the Commissioner for Reailways,
the (jovernment were not prepared, I presume,
to oppose the ideas of those gentlemen, who
were the departmental ¢xperts. It was pointed
out at the #i that combined bridges were
vory danger the Bremer Bridge being
quoted as an example, That idea hes always
presented ory absurd one to me,
because if an : sonable precauticn
way taken ihe consirustion of a combined
bridge, there iz very litle fear of any serious
or minor arcidents oceurring., There are com-
bined bridges in existence where mora people
pass over in twenty-four hours than there are
in Brisbane altogether. More than thirty
vears ago a bridge was coustructed conneeting
Brookiyn with New York, which cost some-
where about £3,000,000. There were five road-
wars—two for railway traffic, two for vehicular
iraffic. and one for prdestrian traffie. Since
then, of course, trems have been introdueed,
and they have a roadway tco. 'The bridge
at Neweastle was a combined bridge, and if my
memory serves me correctly, tha Weir Bridge
at Sunderland is aleo a combined bridge, and
the last bridge that was built over the Tyne is
a combined bridge also. Hence it seems most
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absurd that at the time when a combined
bridge providing for railway, vehicular, and
pedestrian traffic could have been constructed
ab a cost of £5,000 less than the present struc-
ture cost, that the bridge was not constructed
as the people desired. Owing to the Govern-
ment of the day deciding to construct the
bridge they did, it became necessary for the
two local authorities—that is, the Bundaberg
Town Council and the Gooburrum Shire
(Council—to negotiate a loan under the Local
Works Loans Act, and about £15,104 were
sdvanced to each of the local bodies, and that
has necessitated a revenue of over £1,600 per
ennum being procured to pay for interest
and redemption on that loan. I notice that
Gp to the present tirae they have only liqui-
Gated about £4,000, and I fear that if they
are only able to pay off £4,000 in ften years
they will find it a very difficult matter to
liquidate the whole amount during the term
of the forty years for which the loan was
secured. Hach component body has to pay
about £763 per annum. In addition to
that, an amount sufficient to pay for the
cost of management and maintenance, for
lighting, for sanitary purposes, for the salaries
paid to the two toll eollectors, and for other
wicidental cxpenses in connection with the
bridge has to be collected, and I may say that
last vear the income which was received by toll
’ for the traffic across the bridge
amounted to somewherc aboutb
£3,000. When we consider that at
99 per cent. of that revenue comes from
re handful of people in North Bundaberg
the immediate vicinity, I think hon. mem-
recognise that a very heavy im-
laced upon these people. I suppose
population ihere, taking what we
consld as North Buundaberg, or No. 1
Division of the Gooburrum Shire, does not
amount to more than 1,000 or 1.,500 people,
nd the injustics will be recognised when I
informa the House that in cases where one
or two members of the various families
& there have to cross the river to carry
osut their daily avocation, that it cuts very
deeply intc their very small wages. 1In
somie cascs there are three members of a
family, in addition probably to the head of
the family, working in town, az}d it means
at least 7s. per woek to be paid by these
people to cross the bridge. 1 contend that
it is the duty of the Government to sce
that thess injustices, falling as they do on
such a very small section of the community,
should be removed at as early a date ‘as
possible. I might mention that during the
past eight or nine years, since I have re-
bresented the Bundaberg electorate, it has
heen the practice during every election
wpsign for the candidate who has had
Ciovernment endorsernent to promise a
dge to the people of Nerth Bunda-

{4 p.om.]

That is not correct. I never

T assert thet it has been

ice during the past eighft or nine
for the Government candidate to pro-

mise them a free bridge.
Vr. Wrensenr: How could he do that?

“r. BARBER: Whethor he had any
authority from the Government to mnke that

statement or not I do not know, but the
whole placs—especially North Bundaberg—
was plastered with posters of a1l the colours

M. Barber.]
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of the rainbow telling the people to “ Vote
for Stumm,” ‘““Vote for Greathead,” or
“Vote for Dully,” as the case may be, and
they would get a free bridge. This looked
as if the Governmaznt had given these gentle-
men authority to make the promises they
did. But that is by the way. This heavy
imposition not only fails upon the mere
handful of people who reside in North
Bundaberg, bhut it also falls pretty heavily
upon the busincss people on that side who
wish to get to town, and also on the pro-
ducers who live on that side of the river,
and it also affects very considerably most
of the business men of Bundaberg who have
to send their carts over the river with goods
from the stores and from other places. It
has depreciated very considerably the value
of the property, and land especially, on that
side of the river. It has handicapped that
part of the town, because anyone who desires
to build a cottage for himself has had to
take into consideration what it will cost him
to go backwards and forwards across the
river in the way c¢f toll. There is another
point, and it is this: That at the present
time tolls are practically 50 per cent. higher
than they were fiftecn or twenty years ago,
and that in itself to a very large extent
keeps back the progress of that part of the
district. I had intended to have made some
reference to the copies of Hansard, volumes
lviii. and lix., containing the speeches of the
hon. gentlemen who were members of the
Assembly at the time when the Granville
and Burnctt Bridges were brought before
this Chamber, but I know that the new
Standing Orders have come into operation
this afternoon, and I am limited to forty
minutes, so I will not read any of those
speeches that were given on that occasion in
favour of the bridges being built and the
whole cost being borne by the Government,
except to point out that the system of tol
collecting to pay for the bridge was strongly
condemned at that time. 1 do not think
that the present Government favour the
system of collecting tolls on bridges. Some
few months ago, just prior to the meeting
of the House, a deputation waited on the
Minister—I forget who it was, but I believe
it was the Treasurer—when he was visiting
Maryborough, and they asked that a new
bridge should be built across the Mary
River from Maryborough to the Granville
district.

Mr. May: I want a bridge out on the
Flinders.
Mr. BARBER: The members of the

deputation offered tc pay Interest and re-
demption by means of a toll, but the Min-
ister declared himself as not being in favour
of the toll system.

Mr. Corsgr: I do not think so. I did not

hear him say that.

Mr. BARBER: Yes; if the hon. gentle-
man looks up the report that apy ed in
the paper he will sec that the Minister said
he was not in favour of th: system of toll
collecting. The chief thing that I desira to
see done is for the Government to take over
the full financial responsibility for the hal-
ance of the amount due on these three or
four bridgss that I havs specially referred to.
It will be remembered hy hon. gentiemen who
are old residents of Queensland that in the
early days of Bundaberg, North Bundaberg
was really the part where the township was
located. as an evidence of that we have aven

[Mr. Barber
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to-day the railway sheds there, also the
engine shed, the cleaning shed, and other
works. Whether any influence was brought

to bear upon the Government of that day to
shifp the township to the south side of the
Is tco much a question of ancient his-
tors for me to say. I desire to put these
fants before the House because I want to see
justice done to a small soetion of our commu-
nity which has to pay tolls on the Burnctt
Bridge. I have already stated that it has
resulted in the depreciation of property in
North Bundaberg, and it has alto been a
considerabls hindrance to the workers in that
part of the district. The payment of the tolls
falls very heavily upon these who have to
follow their daily employment in town, and
i loze g system of collect-
he people on the
north side of the river. Buf, as I have
already pointed out, I could hardly ask
for relicf to be granted to the pecple of the
North Bundaberg district without bringing
into the same category the residents in the
metropolitan area who are affected by the
rates levied to pay for the Victoria Bridge,
and also the people in the Maryborough and
Tinana districts, where the revenuc has to be
derived from a special rate. The people of
North Bundaberg are quite wiliing to have
the charge placed on the rates, bub the diffi-
culty scems to have been that the people of
the town of Bundaberg have not felt inclined
to agree to that. I would prefer to see the

Tously

GCovernment assume the full 1'espopsibility
of the Burnett, Lamington, Victoria, and
Fitzroy Dbridges; but, failing that, the

rnment should take some action in the
direction of insisting, if possible, upon the
local authorities of the Bundaberg district
placing this matbter upon the rates of the
town and the different shires of the district.
T might observe that, in addition to the
amount which has to be paid by way of
interest and redemption, during the present
vear, the Burnett Bridge has been repainted

~ab a cost of somewhere about £3,800, which

the ratepayers of the town, and North Bunda-
berg especially, are very much opposed to.
They consider that by the abolition of the
toll “system and the adoption of the prin-
ciple of maling the maintcnance and manage-
ment of the bridge a charge upon the rates,
the work could be dene in a morz economi-
eal manner than at present, and I appeal o
members of the Ministry to grant relief by
abolishing the toll system, and free the
people of the North Bundaberg district from
a disability they now labour under.

The PREMIER (Hon. D. F. Denham,
Orxley): T listened very attentively to the
hon. member in moving his mection, and it
appeared to me right through that he had
very little confidence in the motion, and
practically no heart in advocating it. e
advanced practically no reasons in support
of his wmotion. He rehe a great deal
of bridge history in differont parts of the
State, with which we ave alrcady familiar.
If one might paraphrase his speech, it was
on the woes of Bundaberg: and so little
confidenca had he in the justice of his claim
that at the close he whittled down the whole
proposition from being one for the nationali-
sation of bridges from Wilson’s Promon-
tory—thongh I do not suppese he would have
us 2o over the territory of New South Wales,
so vwe will have to say from Texas to (fape
York—hs whittled down the provosition for
national highways to a proposition that in
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place of the presont toll systsm which pre-
vails at the Burnett Bridge sh b a rete,
That is & local matter, Certainly, I should
say that if it was a matter in which I
could justifiably interfere, I would abolish
the toil and substitute a rate. I think the
-day has come when tolls should be abolished,
and the liability on the bridge paid for
by the municipalitiecs immediately concerned.
But it was by the arrangement or the parties
concerned  that tolls and not rates were
agreed upon. The hon. memliar, in opening
his address, said that he had a twofold
object. I gathered what the fires was, but
it was not quite clear what the second was.
The first objeet was because of the strong
local application of the mofion to a small
scction of people in Bundaberg.

proceeds] to say that, as he w
something for Bundaberg, he
sary aiso to ask for
borough and something for
suppese upon the principle of “ You
1y back and T'll seratch yours.”

Mr. Luxnvox: The idea behind the hon.
member’s mind was that he was dealing with
waterways, which is another expression for
tidal waters. 1Ie did not refer to the terri-
tory from Point Danger to Cape York.

The PREMIER: “ Natural waterways” is

the term he used in the motion—not © tidal
y »
watbers.

for Mary-
Brishane. I

seratch

s

Mr. Barsrr: I said “tidal waters’” in my
speach.
The PREMIER: I can only go on the

hon. member’s resolution, which desires—

““ That, in the opinion of this Houxe, the tima
has arrived for the Government te introduce
legislation dealing with bridges affording means
of communication across our natural water-
ways, thereby relieving the few taxpayers that
are now called upon to bear the burden for
the maintenance of such bridges by way of
special taxation or payment of tolls”

He urged, therefore, that because of the
inconvenicnce caused to certain individuals
in the neighbourhood of the Burnett Bridge,
the bridges ut Maryborough and Brisbane
also should be free,

Mr. BarBer: It shows the genercus spirit
I have.

The PREMIER: I wish the hon. member
had procceded to supply arguments why
that should be done, and to realise how far-
reaching such a resolution would be. [
gathered clearly his first object, but I could
not quite apprehend what his second was.
Whether it is because the mode of collec-
tion is antiquated or whether it is because
local government is effete T could not quite
gather. 1 would like to know, since he is
going to provide in this generous fashion
tor Brisbane and Maryborough, if he pro-
poses to go right through the State in the
same generous spirit. I am told by my
colleague, the Secretary for Railways, that in
the neighbourhood of Mackay there is quite
a number of bridges for which the local
authorities have paid; and it is only fair
that, if you are going to remit the liabilitv
in certain cases, in the same spirit of gen-
erosity you should credit the accounts of this
local authority with the amount spent in
the erection of their bridges. South of
Mackay there is an iron bridge over Alli-
gator Creek, an iron suspension bridge over
Sandy Creek, an iron bridge over Scrubby
Creek, the Pioneer Bridge, a wooden hridge

[17 Avgusr.]
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acros: the Pioneesr River at the hospijcal;
the Bydney-street Bridge, an iron bridge
built in 1888 by the Government apd since
maintained by the Bridge Board. Noyth of
Mackay there are several woeden bridges
on the Bowen road; and there are the
Walkerston and Xton wooden bridges on the
main road to the West =/a Ncbo. And a
number of the loans for these bridges have
already been paid off. So there Is quite a
large number of bridges that might also
be provided for if the same generous spirit
is going to obtain throughout the State.

Mr. Barsrr: The main bridge was built
free of cost to the local authority.

The SECRETARY #OR RatLways: That is not

0.

Mr. Bareer: The:s main
waterways.

The SECRETARY ¥OR
are, .

The PREMIER: The hon. member says
in his motion that the ‘ time has arrived
for the Government to introduce legisla-
tion.””  With what anxiety, with what inter-
est, with what solicitude the hon. gentle-
man must have waited for the full lapse of
timie to move this motion. It is apparent
that the time has only just arrived for
evolving this scheme. Had the hon. gentle-
man moved the motion last year, I assume
that the fullness of timec would not have
arrived for the springing of this colossal
scheme on the Parliament of Queensland.

Mr. BARBER: Is not that the usual phrase?

The PREMIXR: The laudable object which
the hon. gentleman has of relieving a few
axpayers who are now called upon to discharge
their obligations—that laudable object would
rot allow the time to be anticipated; but had
the time been mature, no doubt he would
have delivered his soul of the burden that has
evidently been resting on it. I ecxpected the
hon. member would have indicated by the
signs of the times how the time had arrived
——that he would have told us what indicated
the hour of action. There must be some
cvidence that the psychological moment ar-
rived when this motion should be sprung on
the House, and I have cogitated to find it
myself. I wonder whether the hon. gentleman
thought the finances of the State wers in such
2 buoyant condition that the Treasurer is look-
ing for a means of relieving himself of what
he may conceive to be his surplus cash. I'f
that thought was pressing on his mind—if
that would account for the time having ar-
rived—let me disabuse his mind of the idea,
because T can assure the hon. member that the
Treasurer is not at all worried as fo how to
spend the maney at his command, but }'ather
how to make the money at his command cover
all the demands pressing upon him. Then T
was wondering whether he is apprehensive
lest some taxation might be remitted in the
course of a few weeks when the Treasurer
delivers his Financial. Statement, and the
thought he would put in a claim that would
prevent any such thing by saying, “ Deal with
these bridges. Just relieve the woes of
Bundaberg; lighten the burden of Mary-
borough: make glad the heart of B):xsbane;
and if you like to extend your vision, go
along the coast until you strike even Cape
York.” I can assurc the hon. gentleman that
thera iz not the least danger of any wholesale
remission of taxation, so that the psvchelg fe
cal moment has not arrived for the introdue:
tion of a new scheme to anticipate relief from

Hon.D. F. Denham.]

are not over

RAILwAYS: Yes, they
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taxation. I can assure the hon. gentlemun
that we have to keep a tight grip on_the
finances; and hs need not be in the least
concerned that the Tremsmer is going to
come down in a few weeks’ time with a greas
Budget showing that we hardiv know how to
relieve ourselves of the cash. 1 wonder
whether he is sceking to undermine the whole
principle of Jocal government.

Mr. Barsur: Perish the thought.
ter.)

The PREMIER : I was not quite clear, when
he referred to highways, whether he +was seek-
ing to nationalise our bnwrer “ Nationalisa-
tion ”’ appcars to be a favoa“te motto with
many hon. membars oppesite just now. When
discussing the IHealth Act Amendment Bill
the other night the hon. member for Clarpen-
taria wanted to nationalise the dectors.

(Laugh-

OprPosITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

The PREMIER: T SUPBOs the only way to
do that would be to make it impo: :ibla for any
medical practitioner to engaze in private
practice,

Mr. Ryraxp: He did not say “all.”

The PREMIER: I apprehend that he would
go ““the whole hog” if he nationalised tlmm
at all; and the only way to do so would 1 be to
make 1t impossible for them to exercise mn ate
practice, and provide that they must do so
undes the régime of the State. Yosterday,
when we were dealing wnh State f‘hl]dl’ 3,
more than once the word “ nationalise ” ob.
truded itself into the disou slon;  and
gathered that the hon. gentl: i
have regarded this as the
moment when the time hed
nationalise the bridzes. e did
ture on that theme, but he ]mu’lo !
not quite cleay as to whether th
sound and good. If is clear r"mug’ﬂ however,
that if the motion is carried it will strike a
pretty big blow at local authority oonhol It
has keen laid down that local anthovitie:
cept the zerorﬂI 141ty for the consirustion of
their bridee« and their roads: and if the 1 hon,
gentleman is lowical, V*hen TemMOvVIn: IAsponsi-
bility in the matter ¢f bridees. he will vemove
responsibility in the matter of roads a

ter all, what is a hxd(re" Tt i= practic
an artifirial road: it i3 a hirhway made by
means of rﬁm@ ar spports on which thore ma e
be placed iron or wood so th at traffic may pass
over it: and if vou are goinw to, make this
claim in respest to these bridees, it is only
fair to relieve local authorities of the burden
with respact to communication over all the
waterwars between Texss and Cape York,

Mr. Lexxox: Keep the tidal waters before
your mind.

The PREMIER: Perhaps the hon.

muuﬂ wWas

ty

mem-
ber will move an amendment limiting i
to tidal waters; but I thought he was not

S0 pmochlal in his 1d@ Evidently the
movar of this motion haﬁ ot been able to
gel aw ‘u from the woes of ’311"1&&)91;:, andl
in order to give some colour fo his pro-
posal, }‘c includes w\1.11‘\0(‘10117%1 and Bris-
bane. But if vou are going to deal with
bridges, it is only Fa;" that you should deal
with ferries also, vhether thosa ferries aro

maintained b‘ boats propelled by John
Smith with oa or ‘\v means of an iron

toa n machinery. Why shonld
made fren everyw
e, from Texas right up to Cape York?

Mr. Lexxow: Why not?

[H i D.F. Detham.

rope, or with s
they not be

S
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Certain Bridges.

The PREMIER: Why should the tax-
payers of Uzirns contribute towards the cost
of maintaining our Victoria Budge” They
have absomtem no interest in Victoria
Bridge, and why should they be asked to
contribute towards the cost of its main-
tenance ? And why should the taxpayers of
Croydon be called upon to contribute to-
wards the cost of maintaining the Burnett
Bridge? Why should the taxpayers of
Roma be called upon to contribute some-
thing towards the maintenance of the Lam-
ington Bridge?

Mr. Lexxox: Why should ﬂley pay for
the Indooroopilly Railway Bridge?

The PREMIER : I do not think they do.

The P!
Last the goneral railway system paid

TCAT

£4 10s, 13d. per cent., so that instead of
thers . being a liability in connection with
that bridge, there is a credit.

srNMENT Meusers: FHear, hear!

Rir. Lexxox: But prior to last year?
The PREMIER: I cm dealing with things
a5 they atev(Oppmiti\m lauzhter)—hut we

can go back for as many years as the hon
member likes, and we mall find that that
particular section of our railway system has
paid far ere than 3% per cent.—it has
iore than paid intercst on the cost of con-
struction, so that Croydon, Roma, and Bun-
daberg have not had to pay for the Indoo-
roopilly Bridge Bm it we are to be so
generou: as to call upon Croydon, Roma,
and Cairns to pay for the bridges men-
tioned In this mmlon, then I eVpecf the
hon. member for Maranca will expeet that
thoso p}acv 1 u}ﬁ alzs par for a work which
1 that hon. member. They
:roublc at Roma in connec-

gas hoer.  They have got
an of f5 000 for that work, and have pub a

h'vl

down, but u'lfoztunately the gas is
not ¢oming through.  Still they have to
pay interest on their loan. If Uairns g)}d
Croyden and Rema are tc come to the
s of Bundal"em’ in its woes, and of

‘h in its sorrows, and of Bri

bduo in its trouble, weould it not be a pe1-
fectly fair thing that those various shires,
towiis, and cities should become responsible
for, and pay the Habilitics in vespest of, the
Roma hors? Yecu cannot relieve Brisbane,
Marvborough, and Bundaberg except at the
cost of hr\‘”onmal taxpay But T ask, Is
the Bridge Board in the metropolitan area
less able to ca its liability, less able to
pay its interest and redemption now than
it was \\hen it cnrored into that obligation?
Is Marykborongh less able to pav its pro-
portion of the debt owed on the bridge
which it i{s concorned in now than it was
when it entered into that obligation? Is
Bundabe less able to mect its obligations
now than it was when it incurred those
obligations? I venture *o think that in
this vear, 1511, shen thin ¢s are more pros-
perous than they were w hen the Jocal autho-
rities conserned felt able to enter into those

obligations, can ment their hamhmes
without assistanee from the State. I koow
that when the \/u'o Bridge Boakd in-

liability things were very dull,

and there is nothing before the House to
show that thsy noed any special relief at
the pm-f‘M time: nor have we any evidence
that other | whorities conesrned ere in
need of spevial velief. I have often thought
that it would be an excellent thing if w: coul7
find mone, help loeal autheritiss in newly-
opened i s district like Atherton,

curred the

gl
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for instance, where tho scrub is very heavy,
and it is difficult to make roads, and costi
even to clear them, or in districts like the
Tully River district and many parts of the
St. George district. I have anxiously desired
to be able to assist loeal authorxtles in dis-
tricts Iike those to construct bridges, and
possibly to make roads, but such has been
the state of the finances that we have not
been able to make any provision for such
works. To relisve the local authorities of
Bundaberg, Maryborough, and Brisbanc b
putting a further obligation on outside d
tricts, where they have to struggle with
new conditions, would, I think, be an unfair
thing to do this year, in svhich the expendi-
thfc of ‘the SBtate is Leing piled up vory
censiderably, not only by lucreasing salaries,
7t also by increased services, and by
the increased vote for the KEducation De-
partment. I can assure the hon. member
that there is no surplus cash to draw upon
for the cons tion of bridges. If we ve-
lieve the Burnett, Lan lmgtoh, and Victoria
Bridge Boards of their present obligation
and future liability in  re espect o their
bridges, it is certainly a fair thing that we
should adjust the accounts of local authori-
ties who have erceted bridges at any time
during the past fen years, whether ther
have any liability to the Treasu r not.
I recognise very clcmlv the dIH’lCLl [tizs which
surround the oconstitution of a bettermont
area. INo matter where you have a better-
ment area, you are bound to meet with
some Injustice or anomalv. But in sach
matters we havs to do the best we can.
When the Bridge Board district in the
metropolitan area was constituted, no doubt

1

8-

there was a certain measure of mjustme
done to the various local authorities con-
cerned

Mr. Maveman: Would not the beiterment
principle apply to the districts vou have
mentioned ?

ihO PREMIER: Y e have it there

already; but we should like to go beyond “ﬁat

in the ease of locsl authorities in nowly openp
districts where they have specisl difficulties to
contend against in making rcads, and all we
have been able to do has beew to give them
some assistanca from the public estate im-
provement fund. But, to come bhack to the
copstitution of the Brishane betterment area,
1 quite rccognise that there were perhaps in-
equalities resulting from the arrangement
riade, and possibly some injustice dono but
the thing was fixzd by lav and the whole
matter was thoro ly thrashed out in the
House. I was not there at the time, but I
vnderstand that the matter was dealt with in
a spirit of kindliness and with a desire to help
cne another. There 1s no such thing as a toll
at Maryborough., T crussed that very hand-
some bridge, the Lemington Bridge, recently,
and I did not find anyone collecting toll.
The precept for the revenue from which that
bﬂdge is maintained is paid by 1mp051ng a
rate on the taxpuyers, and I tnink the same
thing can be donc equally as conveniently in
the case of the Burnett Bridge. I make no
secret of the fact that we ucam cannot
afford to finance the propo n which has
been laid hbefore the Ho by the hon.
member for Bundaberg.

My, MaxN: Unless you strike a rate on the
areas to be benefited.

The PREMIER: The arcas are paving a
rate now. The total cost of the Victoria

17 Avcusr.]
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Up to the present the
regularly met their

Bridge is £127,457.
local authoritics have

obligations, and there is a b%lance due of
£57,861. The total cost of the Lamington
Bridge, including some rcpairs, is £27,144,

and the balancn of the loan to- dav is £13,178.
The total sost of the Durnett Bri dgo is
£63,897, awd the total liability or balance of
loan is £2o,61’. Now, if you write off bhose
loans to comply with the hon. member’s
‘que st—Dbecause that is what it amounts to—
n( amount of £57,651 &s. &d. would have to
be borne by the genmal taxpayer. Now, this
could not b debited to loan fund.  There
is no revenue surplus to be cut up m
that manner, and, even if there was, we
would have in all desency to carry the thing
further to other local authorities who are
concerned in the matter before the House.

. Tt practically drags all the other
local authorities in,

The PRE Ves. The whole thing
would have to be subsidised by the State. It
must be borne in mind that these bridges
under review to-day have probably had better
treatment than otk bridges in the State,
inasmuch as the Government agreed in the Bill
6 plovid'\ half tl’l"‘ original cost. Havmb
half the criginal cost provided, there is a pro-
position now, after a few years, to remit the
balance of tuxation, We ‘could not differen-
tiate, and wa would have to deal with the
local aothontn\s right thrnughou, fhﬂ State;
not morely in c\;mmd"on with tidal rivers,
but also with wsterways, so that I must pro-
togt against the reselution; first, on account
of the financisl aspe t-—ftoo big a burden on
the taxnavcr second, that I Think it would
be ineguitable—not a 1;11“ ')Joposfrlon that
‘Ho neople in the West. who have no imme-
digta 1‘1te“(\f in either of these lavge struc-
tures, should be asked to finance it; and, third
——vhich I think equally as nnprn"*ant as cither
No. 1 or 2—it is subversive of the genius and
:‘ma‘gm and idea. altogether of lOLdI govern-
ment. [t would really e a reversion, a going
oack to the dlvs of endowmeut, which would
iovolve enormous xrants from the Treasury,
which the FM"l\HV cannotb st“nd up against.
There would be only one way of st mdmv up
against it, I %apv)ose, and that would be the
imposition of a land fax. Already local
zovernment is really in effect a land tax. It
a tax on the nnimproved values of land for
spending in their local business, and I think
it 1s a fcu‘ nobler and better punelple to con-
tinue th’m from a genmal pool to provide

money 'or dom" works of benefit n any
special distvici. [ think the answer is suffi-
clently strong fo cnable us ‘ro hope that the
moticn will either be withdrawn or nega-

tived on t-le voicss—that to agres to this

would impose a heavy bur den on the general
texpayer., lau it would be meqmtqale and
that it 4 T subversive of the spirit of

leeal government.

BYLAND ’v”g//m)u) The Premier
*h1~ mfutov a bit oo lightly at the
his address,

Hear, hear!

Do you object to a little

Mr. RYLAND: No: but local govern-
ment is a serious question. Tt is a serious
i the poople in Bundal: org and

question 9
other districts, ¢ pecnm the people who
have to payv the toll for passing over this

s that this is an
to consider endowment.
democratin Government

. Byland.]

W
hridge. 1
inopportune fime
This is a time a

he Premier say
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which represents Australian democracy ought
to take some steps to do away with tollbars
on c¢ar main bridges in Queensiand. I do
not know of any place right throughout
Australia at the present time where they
bave a tollbar crossing a bridge, cxcent over
the Burnett River. I think this 1nethod
should be abolished and some other provi
made different to that of the old days w
people had to pay 1d. to cross a bridge.
We had to pay a toll for a year or two when
crossing Victoria Bridg

The PrEMIER: It was =5 for some time.

Mr, RYLAND : That was dos away with,
as the loeal authorities within Lhe arca took
over the liability, and ure bearing it now.

The SrCRETARY FOR RatLwavs: Why don's
the lecal suthorities in Bundaberg do the
same thing?

Mr. RYLAND: It is not so very long ago
that you could not go to Tooweng without
having to pay a toll, but that is done away
with.  That is why the hon., member for
Bandaberg thinks that the time has arrived
when a dewmocratic Ministry, such as we are
supposed to have, should take steps to do
away with tolls all round.

The PrEMIER:
concern.

Mr. RYLAND: It mav not be a matter
for local concern; it may be a matter for
the Government. They contributed propor-
tional_ly to the erection of this bridge—a
very unportant bridge over one of the largest
rivers in the State, and one of our national
highways. The local authorities should be
abis to meet their liabilities in some other
way t}}an.by a tollbar. That is what I have
an objection to—the Government is not sce.
ing that the money is collected in some way
that would be more equitable than this.

It is quite a matter of local

Mr. MAKN: The shires aro paying for it.

Mr. RYLAND: The people going in over
the bridge from North Bundaberg and other
parts to do business in Bundaberg are the
people who are paying for it. They pay 1d.
when they go over, but the property-holders
1n the town do not practically pay much at all,
because they have no necessity to go over the
bridge.

Mr. Maxy: This motion does not propose
to do away with it.

Mr, RYLAND: We want to do away
with the tollbar in connection with it; it
is in that semse I am supporting the hon.
member for Bundaberg. By some moans we
should do away with the barbarous svstem
of the tollbar. )

Mr. MaveHAN: They did away with the
tollbar on the Ipswich road.

Mr. RYLAND: I remember in connection
with this very bridge, I was going along
to Bundaberg, and I did not want to stop in
North Bundaberg; I wanted to get right in
the town of Bundaberg and stop for the
night. While T was riding across the bridge
on my bike the toll-keeper jumped up and
shook his hand at me, and T thought 1t was
some old friend of mine when working on
railway construction, and I just rode by and
shook my hand at him. (Laughter.) When
I got into Bundaberg I was told he wanted
me to pay the penalty, and I was asked
“Did he blow the whistle?”” I said, “1I
heard no whistle.” ¢ Well,” he said, < If he
blew the whistle that was to call the police,

[Mr. Byland.
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and the police would follow me and arrest
me for going over that bridge without pay-
ing the penalty.” (Renswed laughter.) Now
the hon. member for Bundaberg wants some-
thing done that will do away with the toll-
bar system, and I think the Government, if
they cannot sce their way to deal with this
question in the way the hon. member suggests,
they should s:o that the wmouney was pro-
vided in some other way than by the toll
svstem.  Why should not the Government
define a benefited arca, or a joint local
authority, to meoet this liability?

The PrEMIER: That is not proposed under
the resolution.

Mr. RYLAND : Yes, 1t is

The Premier: Tt is a demand to relieve
them of all liability.

Mr. RYLAND: That is a matter of detail
—to relieve them of liability.

The PreMIzR: You may call that a de-
tail, but it is a principle.

Ar. RYLAND: We want to do away with
this toll system in connection with bridges.

The HoME SecrETaRY: Why do not the local
authorities take action to have their Act
amended so as to allow them to form a
joint local authority?

Mr. RYLAND: It might not be neces-
sary.

The IloME SzcreTARY: It must be the
case, becausa the bridge is under their Act.

Mr. RYLAND: Can they do that without
legislation ?

The Houmg SrcreETary: No; they must
have legislation.

Mr. RYLAND: That is the point. Will
the Government bring in a Bill to make
provision for a joint board of the local
authoritics in the arca benefited? If one
local authority stands out they would pre-
vent it being done.

The Houme Szcrerary: The power rests in
the Home Department to bring them all in.
I did that in connection with the Three-
mile Bridge the other day.

Mr. RYLAND: i do not think you can
do it without legislation, because there is
Bundaberg itself. That is one of the
wealthiest local authorities interested in this
bridge, and yet it is the one that pays less.

The HoME SECRETARY: Their Act would
have to be amended undoubtedly.

Mr. RYLAND: I think the Government
should make some provision——

The HoME SEcrETARY: Does not all the
traflic coming into Bundaberg provide the
money ?

. RYLAND: There are a lot of people
who go into Bundaberg to work, and they
have to pay, while the big business men—it
is not mnecessary for them to go over the
bridge—do not pay.

The Hour SecrETaRY: I am not fathering
the toll svstem. I do not believe in it.

Mr. RYLAND: As regards whuat the
Premier said about Brisbane finding the
nmioney to build their own bridges, I remem-
ber the time when a good deal of work was
done in Brisbane from Government endow-
ment, and that endowment wai practically got
all over the State. We used to give endow-
ment to the local authorities, but the mctro-
politan area—North Brisbane and South Bris-
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bane in particular—practically raided the
Treasury. I think it is a good punmpfe as
regurds {ocal government that the Gov Qr'mlem
should provide the biz national higzhvays of
the State, thea( of giving a system of endow-
mernt that is mopped U}, ] the city of Bris-
bane, an", perhaps, Rockhampton, and other
big tow 'lhcy should give endowmeunt to
make o roads and large bridzes over on
tidal rivers, mch as we have at Brisbane and
\Ieuybombgu I think that would be more
satisfactory, @ ud it would be more in keeping
with the pri mole of eqmtv than the way the
endowment was given. Although I wus always
against the local aguthorities getting endow-
ment, still I thought it would be well for the
Government to assist the outside loecal authori-
ties in opening up the country. I think they
should make some provision by which the
people of Bundaberg would Le enabled to do
away with ths necessity of having this tell-
bar. T am quite satisfied that the Home Secre-
tary could provide the means by which this
tolibar system could be done away with, as
was done in the case of the Victeria Bridwe.

The HOME SECRETARY: We have abolished
it in the local authorities.

Mr. RYLAND: You have done it in DBris-
bane and in Alaryborouzh, and if only one
local authority would not fall into line, I
think the Governmani should step in and say
that that local authority must come into line,
and an area would be defined so that the
burden would fall lightly on all. To this
extent T S‘ln“OLt the motion, and with the
democratic {{overnment we have at the pre-
sent time, I think they ought to malw it
their aim to sce that that old style of making
roads and bridges, that is by a tollbar system
—in this instance the only one in Queensiand
—should be dons away with.

Question stated.

The HOME SECRETARY
Appel, A4lbert): Mr. Speaker——

The SPEAKER: Order! I hope the Home
S.ecretary will not again allow me to read
right .through the question before rising.

The HOME SECRETARY:
Mr. Speaker. I will not offend in this respect
again. I do not propose to occupy the atten-
tion of thc House for any great length of
time, but in listening to what has fallen from
hon. members on the other side of the House,
it struck me what an extraordinary rolte face
has taken place in connection with the senti-
ments which they express to-day and the
sentiments which they at different times have
expressed,

GoverxMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
The HOME SECRETARY: Now we find

Yol

(Hon. J. G.

I apologise,

that hon. members who are supporting this
motion, which provides that these bridges,

which are for the interest and benefit of
ratepayers and freebolders of the State, should
be made a national charge—a

[5p.m.] charge upon the general taxpayer
of the State, who in many in-

stances has no interest in them, and who, so
far as these works are concerncd, had no re-
presentation as to whether they should be
erected or placed in the position they are in
or not—to-day we find hon. members oppo-
site, perhaps because it is in their own parti-
cular locality, advocating that principle which
on so many occasions they have condemned. I
have been consistent——
OPPOSITION MEMBERS:

Hear,
laughter.

hear! and

[17 AvausT,]
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The HOME SECRETARY : I repcat I have
been consistent—{QOpposition laughter}—in so
far as my own opinion is concerned

Mr. MavgHAN: Whoever doubted that?
No one deoubted thai for a moruent.

The HOME SECRETARY: I hope not.
T have been consistent in the opinion which
1 have always held, that any work which is
constructed for the benefit the ratepayer
or freecholder, that that ratepay
for that particuiar work. (Hear, hear!) And
no portion of that cost or of thdt charge
should Lo thrown upon the general taxpayer
of the State by a grani of money bcivw made
from the nationsl nmo. of the State. That
is the position which I hold to-day. I have
on different occasions, in mlurobsmg the local

authorities on the subject-matter of a grang
from the Treasary, consistently opyomd such
o grant on the principle which I have just
,,tarod-tna" the ratepayer and the property
¢i the ratepa which is interested and
hencfits by that wutmuulr work should pay
for that work. That is the opinion which
I hold to-day. I interjected just now that I
did not father the imposition of tolls. 1
am opposed to it, and have alwa§ becn
opposed to it, because I consider it to be a
relic of the past. (Hear, hear!) In connection
with the Loval —thhoritim Act, in one of the
amending Acts—1 think it was the 1902 Act—
the power to levy tolls for work of this
character was talen aw v from the local
authorities—and quite properly too—and a
provision was made in th t measure whereby
the local authorits principally concerned can
¢all upon other loecal authorities to bear
portion of *he expense of the evection of the
work in the first instance. and in the &ncor‘d
place in the cost of the maintenance of that
werk.  They can ecall uwpon the adjoining
local authorities in the arcu to assist them in
that particular work.

Mr. Ryiaxp: I do not think
carried,

The HOME SECRETARY : It was carried,
and if the hon. geutleman will take the
trouble to malke hun self acquainted with the
enactments now in force in the State he will
see that is the law. If any of thosc local
authorities called upon refusc to agree, or
refuse to take portion of the burden, it lies
with the Home Seceretary, as the adminis-
trative head of the local authorities, to com-
pel them; and we had an instance of that
the other day in connection with what s
known as the Three-mile Bridge on a main
road.

Mr. MAUGHAN:

"

that was

Where was that?

The HOME SECRETARY: The hon.
gentleman interjects ‘‘ Where was that?”
(Lauvnter) I noticed that when the gues-
tion of that bridge has cropped up the hon.
member has remained remarkably silent.
{Laughter.) The hon. member knows that the
local authorities were called upon to con-
tribute to the construction of a new bridge.
Some of them agreed to it, but others refused
to do so, and T then issued an order, which
I am empo\wored to issue, naming the local
authorities and the proportion that they
should pay in connochon with the money re-
quired for the cost of construction of the
bridge. That is the case to-day. In connec-
tion Wlth the Burnett Bridge, which appar-
ently is aimed at

Mr. MAUGHAN :
about it.

11

There is no “ apparently’’
It is absolutely certain.

Hon. J.G. Appel.]
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The HOME SECRETARY: Apparently
the hon. member who moved this motion put
up certain dummies to shoot at in order to
attain his one particular object, which was
the Burneti Bridge.

Mr. Barsrr: Perish the thought!
ter.)
~The HOME SECRETARY: I am afraid
that so far as that hon. member is concerned,
if he could free the Burmett Bridge his
interest in the Victoria Bridge or any other
bridge would cease.

Mr. BARBER: No.

The HOME SECRETARY: I have not the
slightest doubt that if a matter came forward
with the hope of relieving those ratepayers
who have to contribute to the principal and
interest of the Vietoria Bridge, then the hon.
member would be the very first one to rise
up and object that the Treasury should have
to contribute to such an object.

(Iavgh-

AMr. BArBER: Noj; perish the thought!

The HOME SECRETARY : With regard to
the imposition of tolis, I quite agree =ith the
hon. member, but appareutly those who were
interested in the construction of this par-
ticular bridge obtained the passage of an Act
which gave them the power to construct that
bridge, and which gave them the power,
under section 13, to levy tolls. Now, the
proper method to be adopted in connection
with this matter would be for the different
local authoritics, or local autherity which is
interested, to approach the ¥icuse with a
measure for the purpose of smending this
particular piece of logislation, and I may say
this at once: That if the local authorities who
are interested desire to bring in such a mea-
sure, I, as the administrative head of the local
authorities, will bo only too glad to assist in
its passage through the House,

HoNoURABLE MeMBERS: Ilear, hear!

The HOME SECRETARY: That is the
position. But I say once more that any
motion which has for its object the purpose
of relieving thosc who are interested, and for
whose particular benefit, and for the benefit
of whose: particular property, a work is con-
structed, any motion which has for its object
the taking away of these particular burdens,
and imposing them upon the general tax-
payer of the State, I say at once distinctly
that I am absolutely opposed to any such
proposition. (Hear, hear!) I repeat again
that the action of hon. membors on the other
side can only be described as an absolute
volte face on the previous protestations and
professicns which they have hitherto made in
connection with this particular subject-matter.

Ryranp: We always voted against the
on of tollbars in every provision in
the Local Authorities Act.

Hon, R. PamLp: Ne; you onlr vot=d against
bars and barmaids. (Laughter.)

Mr. RyranD: I votad against every form
of bar,

The HOME SECRETARY: Sceing that
this provision was excluded in the 1902 Act.
and sceing that we passed an amending Act
last session, my only wonder is that hon.
gentlemen opposite did not take the oppox-
tunity on that occasion to bring up this
matter of tolls.

Mr. Ryraxp: It was outside the scope of
the Bill.

[Hon.J. Q. Appel.
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The HOME BSECRETARY: It might
have been brought up wnd ventilated, and
the amendment of the Act might very well
have been considered by the House this
session.

Mr. Barser: We would have been ruled
out of order.

The HOME SECRETARY: The hon.
member for Gympie spoke of public high-
ways. On this occasion he discovers a con-
siderable amiount of interest in the duty of
the country to relieve the persons who are
interested in the lands that are bencfited by
the comstruction of these bridges of their
cbligaticn in connection with bridges which
he terms public highways. He suggests that
the State sheuld bear a proportion of the
wost, and supports the motion of the hon.
member for Bundaberg. Surely the hon.
member must remember that the State has
overtaken its obligation and its duty in that
connection; for are not the railways of the
State the public highways of the State, and
has not the State built the necessary bridges
to carry ihose highways over the waterways

of the State? Iivery session are we not
passing additions to those highways, and
constructing the necessary passages over

those waterways? To-day the meinbers on
the other side of the House are quite ready
to swellow their principles—quite ready to
assist in inaking a raid on the Treasury for
the purposs of assisting the freeholders of
the State. I sometimes wonder, but on this
ocrasion I not alone wonder but I marvel, to
hear such sentiments falling from the lips of
the hon. members on the other side. They are
anxious ic help the ¢ frechold sweaier.”” I
rather doubt their genuineness in the matter.

Mr. LEXNON: Are they sweaters?

The HOME SECRETARY : The hon.mem-
ber has said so repeatcdly; and to-day the hon.
member for Bundaberg is wanting to relieve
them of their burdens. I wouldreally like to
discover his metive—I cannot sce it yet; but
I confess that I do not believe in the yenuine-
ness of the motion which he has moved. So
far os I am concerned—und I think I can
spealt for the party sitting on this side of
the House-—they are absolutely opposed, in
the first instance, to the ilmposition of tolls,
and, in the second insiance, they ar¢ not dis-
posed to support any proposition which will
have for its effect the relieving of the free-
holders of a local government tax which
hey pay, and which should rightly fall upon
them. All that these same local government
taxpayers ask is that they shall be permitted
1o carry out their work of local government
without any interference—that the State shall
not interfere with them in the collection of
the © ion on unimproved values which is

th
ti

nezeessary to carry out their local govern-
ment.  For that purpose and for that reason

it bas been the policy of this Administration
and of the party sitting on this side of the
}ouse to oppose the imposition of a land tax
upon the freehold lands of the State. Now it is
a most extraordinary thing thet, although the
imposition of a tax Ly the State upon free-
hold lands is a plank in the platform of the
party on the other side, to-day, for some
reason—I wish I could discover what it is—
they have a feeling of friendship for the
frecholder. To-day they are anxious o re-
lieve him of his responsibilities; they are
anxious to help him; they are anxious to
assist him in making a raid on the Treasury
and upon the pocket of the poor worker who
is not endowed or Dblessed with frechold
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land.  (Oppositicn laughter.) They are
ready to-day to take something out of his
pocket to help the freeholders of the State,
Once more I doubt the genuineness of those
hon. members; and 1 can only repeat that
the loesl authority taxpayers of Queensland
are perfectly willing to overtake the obliga-
tions which fall upon them so long as they
are not interfered with in the means by
which they obtain the necsssary funds to
.carry out their works.

Mr. WHITE (Musgrars): As the member
for the distriet of Musgrave, I can only
speak for mysoclf, and I say that I have
never promised a free bridge at any election.

Mr. Myurpry: Hear, hear!
free bridges. (Laughter.)

Down with

Mr, WHITE: At the same time, I think
that a bridge like the Burnett Bridge could
hardly be constructed by a local authority
without the assistance of the Government.
It has cost a little over £70,000, and I do
not think that any local authority could
cither borrow that amount or raise it. The
Burnett Bridge is rather an exception to the
general bridges of the State. It is built over
a very wide stream—I think it is the longest
bridge in Queensland. I have not been ap-
proached personally by any of my constituents
and asked to get a free bridge. In fact, Iwas
rather surprised when I saw the notice on
the business-paper, because I have neither
heen consulted by the hon. member for Buxn-
daberg nor have the people of Bundaberg
or the people of Musgrave approached me
with regard to the guestion now before the
House. Before bringing forward this motion
the hon. member for Bundaberg might very

~well have consulted the member for the
district, and he might also very well have
consulted the members for Maryborough and
Brishane, if he was going to take up the
cudgels for those places

Mr. Bagsin: Why should "I consult you

on behalf of the Bundaberg electorate?

Mr. WIHITE:
able to
members,

Mr. LExnoN: Is the bridge in your electo-
rate ?

My, WHITE: It is not in my electorate,
but I am very closely connectad with it, and
it is very much used indeed by the pecple of
the Musgrave electorate, and thercfore I am
just as well entitled to speak on the question
as the hon. member for Bundaberg or the
deputy leader of the Opposition.

Mr. BArBER:
should be co

Then he might have been
get the assistance of these hon.

There is no reason why you
sulted on the matter, though.

My, WHITE: I think I am entitled to
speak on the question, even though the bridge
is not in my electorate. At the same tifffo,
I would not have risen at all but for some-
thing that fell from the ¥ion. the Premier and
also from the hon. member for Bundaberz.
There was a suggestion that the adjoining
shives should be taxed for the upkeep of the
Burnett Bridge and for the interest on the
cost, of construction of the bridge.

Mr. MURPHY:
that?

Mr. WHITE : T am against that—(laughter)
—and for a very gooed reason. When the
bridge was constructed, the people were quite
willing, and stated they were willing, to pay

I suppose you are against
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the toll. I knew perfectly well, however,
that the bridge would no sooner be finished
than they would be wanting a free bridge.

Mr. Bareer: Hear, hear!

Mr. WHITE : T quite agree with the hon
member for Bundaberg that the toll system
is a bad one. I am against toils. It costs
something like £250 per annum to collect the
tolls on that bridge, and that money could
be better spent in keeping the bridge painted.

Mr. J. M. HuxNTER :
the tolis collected ?

Mr. WHITE: Between £1,400 and £1,500
a year,

Mr. BARBER:
£3,000 last year.

Mr. WHITE: It

What is the amount of

More than that—just on

was a large amount
last vear. The bridge is very much used,
and 1s a very greab convenience to the
public, but I am not at all sure that we
should have a free bridge unless, as the
hon. member for Bundaberg says, the State
is going to take over all the bridges. If
they do that, then it will be all right; but
it would be unfair to tax people unless
they are Immediately benefited by the
bridge, and the people who are immedi®
ately benefited are the people of Bundaberg.
I have some diffidence in talking on the
matter, for the reascn that immediately I
tallk on the bridge question in Bundaberg
it is said that I have a personal interest
in the matter, as I happen to be a large
sharcholder in the foundry on the opposite
side of the river. It cerfainly would be a
great convenience to me to have the bridge
free; and not only to me, but to the peoplc
of Bundaberg generally, and those in my
clectorate; but I would be utterly opposed
to any Bill that would bring in shire coun-
cils not interested in the bridge. It would
be much better—and in this I would be pre-
pared to support the hon. member for Bun-
daberg—for the people themselves to decide
upon an area that would bencfit, and then
bring in a Bill to abolish the tolls and put
tha liability on the loeal authorities actually
interested as a joint local authority. That
would save the tolls; and the amount saved
would almost pay for the painting of the
bridge. If the hon. member will do some-
thing in that divection he will get my sup-
rort, and probably the support of hon. mem-
bots on.both sides. I do not think that Bun-
daberg or any other district is entitled to
shirk the responsibility to repay money to
the Government, and I hope that Bundaberg
will not repudiate its respomsibility in con-
nection with the Burnett Bridge.

Mr. CORSER. (Maryborougl): This motion
has been before the Housc for some time;
and I may say that no person in my clectorate
has approached me to ask me to support it.
I believe that as honourable men they con-
sider there is an honourahle obligation, and
they do not want me to agitate for the re-
moval of that obligation. (Flear hear!} The
cost of the Lamingten Bridge, which is a very
long bridge and cost a considerable sum of
money, has been met in the way suggested by
the hon. member for Musgrave—that is, by
taxation of the people who benefit by it. They
refused to have a poll, and they met their
obligations, though the Tinana Shire Council
is a poorer council than the North Bundaberg
Council, and I do not ses why the North
Bundaberg people and the Bundaberg people
should not earry out a similar scheme as that

Mr. Corser.]
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carried out in regard to the Lamington
Bridge by Maryborough and Tinana. I have
a strong objection to anything of this kind
being done without the voice of the people
being first heard. We are now agitating for
the construction of a bridze across the Mary
River. 'This bridge was authorised by Parlia-
ment at exactly the same time as the Bunda-
berg bridge. Then the Government granted
one-half of the cost of a bridege at Granville,
but they did not fulfil the conditions and apply
for the money until very recently, and they
were told by the Minister for Works that the
money was not now available, and if they
wished to build the bridge they would have
to build it solely out of loan money. What
hope have we to get this loan if there is an
attempt to repudiate the engagements made
in respect to the Lamington Bridge and the
Burnett Bridge? Besides, I think it is really
trying to get in the thin end of the wedge
for the repudiation of their liabilities by
people who have gone in for local improve-
ments. Take, for instance, the guestion of
railway guarantces. If there were enough
of those guarantses throughout Queensland
and members of Parliament might be induced
to wipe cut those guarantees, would that be
a just thing? Would it be just to the tax-
parer who has had to pay for years past, as
i the case of Pialba. where they had to pay
4 per cent. for fourteen years while that
amount was not earned by the railway?
Would it be fair, seeing that the Jocal anthori-
ties ahont Mackay and other places have paid
the whole cost of their bridees, that other
local authorities of more recent date should
be relieved of their encagements, and no
refund made fo those people who have paid
for their bridges? I say it would be absolutely
unjust and unfair: and T think nunder the
circumstances people should consider well be-
fore thev anproach the Government to remove
these liabilities. When peopie have recoived
these loans and have entered into engage-
ments for a rpecified number of vears they
should be prepared to carry them out without
repudiation. (Hear, hear!)

Question put and negatived.

SERVICES OF OLD COLONISTS.

Mr. PETRIE (Zoombul), in moving—

“That, in the opinion of this House, it is
desirable that something should be done for the
old colonistx of fifty years or more residence in
the State, for the past services they have
rendered, and that their claims, when proved,
be appropriately recognised ¥—

said: T regret that I am in the unfortunate
position of only being able to bring this
motion forward on private members’ after-
noon. I did endecavour to see if T could not
get the Government to take the matter up, be-
cause I felt sure that if they would do so T
would be successful in obtaining what I am
trying to get for these old colonists. T am
very much in earnest in regard to this ques-
tion—there are no fireworks in it as far as T
am concerned: and I only hope that when we
come to a division—as I hope we shall before
the end of the secssion—the majority of the
House will be with me.

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: Are not you an
interested party?

Mr. PETRIE: I am not an interested party :
I am a native. This matter has been going
on for some years. In July, 1908, there was
a deputation to the Acting Premier while
the then Premier, Mr. Kidston, was away in

IMr. Corser.
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London., It was thought that in Jubilee year
it would have been an cxceedingly graqeful
thing to do something for cur old colonists;
but nothing came of the deputation. I have
had a good many of those cld colonists secing
me, and asking if I would lay their claims
before the Government and before the House;
and I took the matter up. I suppose, being
a son of one of the oldest colonists in Quesns-
land—I do not know whether that is the
reason why they came to me; but I was
asked to arrange for a deputation to the
present Premier. I was aware that we would
not get much from him, because he told
me beforehand that he could not do any-
thing whatever in the matter. MHe received
the deputation, however, and allowed me to
bring in this motion. I would have liked the
motion to have been different. I originally
intended to bring 1t in as a question of 1WON2Y,
but I would have to get Executive authority,
and I was blocked there. I think that the
services of our old pioneers should be recog-
nised. TFirst of all, T suggested to the Pre-
nier that to thosc old pioncers who are fairly
well off there should be granted
[5.30 p.m.] a free railway pass for the re-
i mainder of their lives; that to
others there should be granted 160 acres of
land unconditionaliy, to he selested as near
as possible to the neighbourhood where they
are at present residing; and that to_ others
who are now supported by their children or
the State, there should be given 2 'small sum
of money. The Premicr, in replying to the
last deputation which he received, said—

“ The fact that they were pioneers gave them

no wlaim above that of cother cit 5 whn had
come later for any special peunsion. In fact,
the thought often was that those who had
come earliest had the best of the deal, and that
they had had the oppartunily of laying hold of
and sticking to the best things.”
I would remind the hon. gentleman that many
of the old pioneers who brought money to the
Siate invested that money in taking up land
or forming stations, and, owing to droughts
and other causes for which they were not
responsible, they lost all their money, and
now, in the latter days of their life, they are
not able to do anvthing for themselves.

An HoxouraBlE MEMBER: They can draw
the old-age pension. )

Mr. PETRIE: Many of our old colonists
arc very ‘averse to going through the form
they have to go through in order to obtain
the old-age pension, and I do not blame them,
Under the State old-age pension we had a
very much simpler system than that now in
force under the Federal Government. The
mere fact of a policernan in uniform going
round to make inquiries about an applicant
is enough to prevent people applying for the
pension, and many persons who are entitled
tc the pension prefer to go without it to sub-
mitting to that kind of thing. I claim_the
sympathy of the Fome Secrctary, as well as
other Cabinet Ministers, in the proposal I am
now laring before the House. I mention the
FHome Secretary particularly, because of the
quotation I am about to read from a recent
issue of a metropolitan newspaper. It is as
follows 1 —

“ The Hon. Home Secretary can tell of the
murderous assault by blacks on his pioneer
grandfather, who, wounded well nigh to death,
travelled through a long night of peril, and
though bleeding from his wounds, waded
through North Pine up to his middle in water,
to fall at daybreak on the threshhold of his
“ Nundah home” in a swoon of insensibility.”

Those few words, written by a man who is
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well acquainted with the life of the earlier
days, show what the old pionsers had to
put up with. The late Rev. Dr. Lang, in
all good faith, gave to some of our old
colonists land orders, but unfortunately the
kolders of those orders have never been able
to obtain land with them,

Mr. Mann: Why?

The Premier: They were land orders on
a trading company, not on the State.

Mr. PETRIE: I admit that the land
orders were given on a trading company,
but all the same I think the Government of
that day should have recognised the claims of
the pioneers. I should have liked to have
referred this matter to a Select Committee
for inquiry and report, and I had intended
framing my motion in that form, but I have
not been encouraged to deal with the
matter in that way. I have scorcs of letters
which I have received from people residing
in different parts of the State, from the
Tweed right up to the Gulf, and in other
States of the Commonwealth. Those per-
sons claim that they are entitled to some
consideration from the Queensiand Govern-
ment.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
read the letters.

Mr. PETRIE: I am not going to take
up the time of the House in reading them.

The SECRETARY FOR RamLways: How can
members get the information if you do not
read them?

Mr. PETRIE: If I had a Select Com-
mittee we could get all that information
laid before the House, but I cannot give it
now, as my time is limited. I should have
Jiked to have had a day or two set aside
for the consideration of this important ques-
tion, as I belicve that members generally
recognise that something should be done
for the old pioneers. I should like to read
just another quotation, for the benefit of the

You might

Premier. It is a letter which appeared in
the. Couricr of the 19th July last, and is as
follows:—

‘“All honour to Mr. Andrew Petrie and

thore gentlemen who attempted to stir up the
sympathy of Mr. D. F. Denham. Surely the
right to select 160 acres av’a homestead would
eost the State absolutely nothing, and would
enable a great many to have a “ home’’ in their
declining years. Mr. Denham stated that these
pioneers had no claim whatever, instancing the
fact that they had all the chances, ete., of
pioneers; but if the honourable gentleman will
cast his memory back he can recall among his
own friends many who have started afresh
more than once, and droughts, fails in the value
of stock, and other causes ruined them. These
men opened this L:oun‘;ry up for the pr Nt
population, and in the opinicn of the majurity
of thinking men are entitled to a resting place
for the few remaining vears of their existencs.
Mr. Denham must know that pioneers in this
world are not, as a rule, successful; it is those
who come after who scoop the pool. o

I can speak feelingly on that subject, not
as a pioneer, but as a native of Brisbane.
I have invested a good deal of money in
Brisbane and its suburbs—not, I admit,
without expecting somethlng for my own
my specula—
tions have not been successful, and I have
lost a lot of money, as my people befors
me did. I am not advocating this matter
for my own sake, because I am not in it.
But I think these people who came here
and bore the heat and burden of the dav.
and opened up this country and helped fo

91122
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malke it comfortable for those who came
after them, are worthy of some considera-
tion. (Hear, hear!) A year or two ago a
letter was addressed to the secretary of the
Labour party, the hon. member for Bun-
daberg, asking for the support of that party
on this pa*tmular question. The hon. mem-
ber replied, addressing his letter to Messrs.
Buckland and Irwin. I may say that some
of the old pioneers who were interested in
this movement have passed away since its
nception. We had over 500 applicants who
claimed to be old pioneers. However, I
would not, if anything was settled, give
money away indiscriminately, until 1t was
found whether these people had a good
claim or not. In this letter from.the hon.
member for Bundaberg, he says—

‘“ Your letter of 17th instant waw brought

before cur party this morning, and I was
instructed to acknowledge receipt of same and
to intimate that we had deferred the matter
until further action is taken by Mr. Petrie or
the Government.”
That is the only reply which the secretary
of the Labour party can give, but I have the
sympathy of those gentlemen sitting in oppo-
sition now, and I trust I have the sympathy
of a good many on this side. (Hear, hear!)
My only regret is that opportunity has not
been given to me to have a longer time on
this question, so as to have brought the
matter to a divisien. I hope the members of
the Government will give me an opportunity
before the end of the session to bring the
matter before the House and have a division
taken upon it. It is very little use for any
private member to bring up private business
on Thursday afternoon; even if it is carried
through it remains there, and nothing fur-
ther is done. Unless you have the Govern-
ment with you on any Bill or motion you
bring in here on private members’ afternoon,
I simply think it is almost waste of time.

Mr. MErnan:
this question?

Mr. PETRIE: I am not prepared to
answer that question. T do not know how
the Government are. The only thing I know
is how the Hon. the Chief Secretary feels on
this quesuon—pauuhtel)kand I suppose, being
the head of the Govermiueni, ho speaks for
thg lot.

. MurpHY :

Mr. PETRIE: However, there are a good
many members who are sympathetic. The
ﬁmndhther of the Home Seccretary was a
pioneer, and I think I have a right to claim
his help. (Hear, hear!} I re aLV did not
think th].s matter was commfr on this after-
noen, or I would have been Detter prepared
for it. T have left some information at home
which otherwise I should have been able to
give to the House. Howover, I do not sup-
pose that if I spoke here all day, and also
to-morrow, the result would be very much
different. T wish to have these old pioneers
recognised In sore ehzme or form, and ]
hope that a majority of the House will
su]vpmt the motion. A great many of these

old pioneers have now arrived at an age
vshen they will probably not be very much
longer with us, and I think they should get
some little recognition for what they have
done in the earlier days. I have very much
pleasure in moving the resolution standing in
my name,

The PREMIER:
Toombul,

How are the Government on

Ie is the Government.

I ‘R: The hon. member. for
in bringing forward the motion,

Hon. D. F. Denham.]
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cxpressed a hope that time might be given
so that the question might be discussed, and
eventually a division taken. As far as I am
concerned, the division might be takea at
once, or any subsequent time during the ses-
sion. I told the hon. member wihen he
brought the deputation to me that I certainly
would, out of sympathy, afford a discussion
on private members’ day. That is a casc
of “ Thank you for nothing at all.” He has
the right of utilising that time, and I cer-
tainly will not in anywise try to block it

Mr. MurpHY: There is really nothing in
the motion.

The PREMIER: No; it is a pious ex-
pression of opinion, and would not amount to
very much even if carried on the voices. A
few weeks ago I was invited to @ dinner,
and I think I never enjoyed an evening more;
it was the annual dinner for old veterans of
the Crimean and other engagements. There
were there men who appeired to be in
robust health, despite their age, and they
were rejoicing in the days of their fighting.
Many of them spoke in contemptuous terms
of the iron ships, wishing they had the
good old wooden boats ito-day—(laughter)—
and I verily believe, as they were enjoying
their dinner, and subsequently their long
churchwarden pipe, if the call for battle had
come they would have rushed down the steps
peil-mell to join in it. They were the gonuine
heroes of ’54 and later years, men who fought
the fight for the nation. As the hon. member
was speaking about pioneers this afterncon,
the recollection of these men came before meo
—brave old soldiers—they rejoiced in their
scars of battle, and were only too eager to
enter into it again if the opportunity presented
itself; and I do not think that our grand
old pioneers will thank this House for any
kind of gratuities or largesse, or patting oh
the back. ¥ think that the old pionesr would
not appreciate this kind of thing. Iam sorry
that a kind of bacteria had been getting
into the blood of some who saw me on that
occasion, because I am quite sure of this:
that a fow years ago they would have spurned
the thought of coming to ask for something.
Because, after all, on what does the claim in
the motion rest?

Mr. May: You have to thank them for
the consolidation of the British Empire.

The PREMIER: 1t was a mutual obliga-
tion—they came to this country for better or
for worse. In many cases it has been better,
and perhaps in some cases worse. I recog-
nise the tremendous disadvantages which
our earlier pioneers had in opening up the
country; they had disabilities.to labour
under, things which to-day would be looked
upon as intense hardship, but they over-
came them and won, and if there are some
who for some reason or other failed, there is
no reason in the world why this State should
be called upon tc make any special recogni-
tion, because they have failed in their effort.
There are pioneers, not merely by compari-
son of years. There are other pioneers: there
are pioneers of industry, and there are pioneers
in other regards, and if we are going to re-
cognise the pioneer because he happened o
be here in 1859, then I think we ought to
turn round and promptly recognise the
pioneers in any industrial pursuit that pre-
vails in the State to-day. It is only history
all the world over that pioneers have faller:.

[Hon. D. I. Denham.
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Take our big squatting industry to-duy, and
I think it will be allowed that some of our
very best men went down in that protracted
drought which ended in 1502, Many men,
in that unfortunate drought, lost their all—
good men, and in a sensc better men than
those who followed, and who have becen sue-
cessful owing to the kindness of Nature and
the good prices for wool and cattle, and they
probably think themseives superior to their
predecessors, and yet do we propose to give
any station property to the men who went out
there and suffered in that way? ¥Few men,
probably, have suffered year after year such
great hardship, and in the end to find every-
thing gradually whittled away from them,
and they were powerless to prevent it. I
suppose nothing could be more dreadful than
to see your live stock hourly and daily
passing away from you. Are we going to
deal with those pioneers? Are we going to
do anything for the pioneer timber-getter
who may have fallen by the way? I say we
are opening up a very curious and very
perilous proposition.
Mr. MauvegHAX: And the pioneer miner.

The PREMIEK: Yes; a number of those
men who have gone out as prospectors come
under the same category. I do not know
whether the irequest has been made on
account of charity, or whether it has been
made as compensation. I think no man re-
gards with more respect than I do_those
wwho have “borne the heat and burden of
the day,” and who have toiled hard in the
early years of the State, but I cannot think it
is a fair thing that the present taxpayer
should be called upon in any regard to
compensate them. Supposing they get 160
acres of land, such as the hon. member pro-
poses. The leiter the hon. member read
spoke of forming a home—every one of those
pioneers is to get 160 acres and go out and
formy a home. You would be doing him
a distinet unkindness to ask him to go out
and form a_home. Then us to a frec rail-
way pass. What on earth is the good of a
frec railway pass to a person unless he ‘has
a fair amount of money with which to enable
him to provide necessaries when travelling?
If a free railway pass gave, as some people
think, free dinners on the railway, there
might be some sense in it, It does not
appear to me that there is any business in
the motion. It arose when the question was
mooted as to how o commemorate the Jubi-
lee of Queensland, and some genius thought
about doing something for the old pioneers.
I can see no business in it. I am quite will-
ing that it should go to a division. My
vote wili be known; but if there are mem-
bers who think there is any advantage to
be gained by discussing the matter more
fully, they are at liberty to discuss the pro-
position. .

Mr. MACKINTOSH (Cambooye): I am just
about a year behind the time, but upcn my
conscience I cannot understand the Premier.
If it were not for us pioneers he would uot
be in the prosperous position he is in uow,
and other members of the Government, too.
Just faney, when I was out here forty-nine
years ago, it took 102 days coming from
Liverpool to Queensland.
dThe SECRETARY FOR RaiLwavs: I was 106

ays.

Mr, MACKINTOSH: Perhaps it would
have been a good thing if you never came at
all.  (Laughter.) What is it if you give a
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free pass to those old men? What is it if
you give them a free pass for the few years
they are likely to live? Perhaps a great
many of those pioneers who came here fifty
years ago might have done better; at the
same time, if we had not come here the Pre-
mier would not be in the prosperous posi-
tion he is in now. Make no mistake whatever
about that. There is the hon. member for
Maranoa and myself—we are only one year
from being entitled to that old-age pension
and a free pass. The hon. member was
born exactly a year too late, and I was a
vear too late in coming out; at the same
time, to hear these men talk about the good
times we had—just fancy when I walked
from here to the Downs!

Mr. Mureay: In your kilts?

K MACKINTOSH : No. had to take
my trousers off—(laughter)—and I necver
forgot it. The roads were in such a state

that often I was not sure whether I was
on the right road or not. I say a great
many who came out from the old country
vears ago did not do as well as they ought
to do, but still they werc of verv great
benefit to the country, and I am sorry the
Fon. the Premier has spoken in the deroga-
tory manner he has done in connection with
the old pioneers,

Mr. Mureay:
you.

Mr. MACKINTOSH : Indirectly he referred
to me, At the same time, I am support-
ing this motion, and I trust a division will
take place and that it will be carried.

Mr. GUNN (Carnarvon): I do not know
whether I should speak on a question of
this sort, as I have been over fifty wyears
in Queensland, and therefore I am an inter-
ested party. I can remember the time very
well when the pioneers had a very hard row
to hoe—when there were no railways and
no shire councils. We did not have a great
many of the things we have now; but what
are you going to do with those old pioneers?
It is very difficult to say, because there are
others that have been here forty years.
Why should not they get something too?
It is very hard to know what to do unless
we ware to make them members of the Legis-
lative Council and give them a brass plate.
{Laughter.)

He was not referring to

At T o’clock the House,
with Sessional Order,
vernment business.

in - accordance
proceceded with G-

TOMMITTEE OF SUPPLY AND WAYS
AND MEANS.
ForMATION OF COMMITTER.

The PREMIER: Mr. Speaker,—Under
Standing Order No. 304 I move that the
House, at its next sitting, resolve itself into
2 Committee of the Whole to consider Ways
and Means for raising the Supply to be
grantad to His Majesty.

Mr. LexNon: I understand that the mo-
tion is in pursuance of the existing Stand-
ing Orders.

The SPEAXER: Yes,
Standing Order No. 304.

Question put and passed.

under the new
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STGAR WORKS BILL.
SECOND READING—RESUMPTION OF DIBATE.

Mr. LENNON (Herbert): Mr. Speaker,—
Before addressing myself tc the Bill the
socond seading of which we are now con-
sidering, I think it might perhaps be proper
for me to make a brief reference to the work
of the Sugar Royal Commission. The Sugar
Royal Commission were appointed, as you
are aware, a few months ago, and they
promptly entered upon their duties. They
met with many difficulties throughout their
work by reason of bad weather and floods,
vet I venture to say that the commission
did a very great deal of good work. I
think they brought to bear on their work
untiring ‘energy, not_a little amount of
ability, and, I think I can add, strict im-
partiality. In zome respects I do not alto-
gether agree with them, and in their rela-
tions and dealings with struggling sugar-
millers like the Colonial Sugar Refining
Company and Drysdale Brothers—{laugh-
ter)—they perhaps show a tenderness alto-
gether unneoessary lest they might conflict
with these struggling sugar manufacturers.
With this exception I can safely say that
the work of the commission was carried
out in an cfficient and highly creditable
manner. (Hear, hear!) I therefore think
that ti country is under a certain degrce
of obligation to that commission for the
performance of a very onerous, very Im-
portant, and very responsible duty. With
regard to the Bill itself, the Treasurer has
had the opportunity of introducing some
very important measures into this House 1in
recont years, but I think I may say that
this measure is even of as much importance
@5 any he has yet had the honour of intro-
ducing, because I consider thst this Bill
really marks a new era in what I might
call the sugar industry of Queensland. It
is, of course, in a measure a revival of the
central mill system, which has been allowed
to become and to remain latent for many
years, and I am glad indeed to see that new
life is introduced into the system, and that
it is to be introduced in a very much im-
proved formm and under altogether better
conditions. The Hon. the Treasurer, in intro-
ducing the Bill, spoke of it as being a
“unique”” Bill. No doubt in some respects 1t
is unique. It is unique particularly in the
fact that it proposes to rely chiefly—almost
entirely, indeed—upon the suppliers of cane,
and the owners of land will not at any time
be able to exercise any of the undue influ-
ence that they were formerly able to exer-
cise in regard to the central sugar-mills
under the old system. (Hear, hear!) I
think that this system of cane credit which
is introduced in this Bill is one that we can
commend. I think it will work out much
more satisfactorily than the late plan, under
which large owners of land in the vicinity
of mills were, by reason of their influence
and power, able to run these mills to some
extent to their own advantage, and prac-
tically were in a position to dictate terms
to the Government as well. I think it is a
very good departure to get away from that
kind of thing, and have no fetter of that
kind at all. The Treasurer, in introducing
the Bill, in that pleasant manner of his—I
may say that he wore a smile that was
“most childlike and bland ’—said that the
people of the North are in entire accord
with the Government. I think that he is
putting the cart before the horse. I think

Mr. Lennon.}
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for some time past that this Government
has not bee¢n taking much interest in North-
ern affairs, but after a long and regular
amount of sclicitation on the part of North-
ern meibers they have at last come to a
sensible frame of mind. I would not like to
be offensive and say that they are doing
this in a lucid interval, but they are in a
better frame of mind now, and are going
about this matter in a business-like way,
and they realise that Northern Queensland
is the home of the sugar industry, and if
that incdustry is to be extended at all, that
is the place to extend it. Instead of the
people of the North being in entire accord
with the Government, if I may go the
length of saying it, it is after long con-
sideration and drilling and drubbing from
members on the Opposition side of the
House that the Government find it to its
advantage to act in accord with the people
of the North. 8o I therefore justify my
statement that the Hon. the Treasurer has
put the cart before the horse in this ques-
tion. (Hear, hear!) In the course of his
introductory remarks the hon. gentleman
spoke about the workers, and of course he
said he did not want to use that term offen-
sively, and I am not going to tack any-
thing on the hon. gentieman for saying any-
thing offensive. But he said that thew were
birds of passage, and that he wanted to
take away from them their migratory habits
and make them part and parcel of the sur-
roundings in a sugar area.
The TrREASURER: Do you object to that?

Mr. LENNON: I am coming to that if
the hon. gentleman will only curb his vouth-
ful impaticnce. 1 commend him for that,
becaunse I have been advocating it for a very
long tim=, and one’s natural vanity will
always feel satisfied when he finds such a
distinguished gentleman as the ITon, the Trea-
surer ministering to that vanity. X have advo-
cated very stremuously in this House for
years that there might be a system of sugar-
workers’ blocks, as 1 termed thern, by which,
and nader which, we might be able to retain
in the sugar districts a large number of
men who would be content {o remain and
make their homes there. The hon. gentle-
man says that they are birds of passage,
and under this Bill he expects that they will
remain in the immediate vicinity of sugar
areas. I have read the Bill through, and I
cannot sce any special provision under which
workers are going to be induced or influ-
enced to settle in the district unless they
can do so by acquiring an interest in the
farm, either by lease or purchase, and grow-
ing cane thereon. This Bill proposes to
afford very fascinating facilities to growers
of canc, because they will be very gener-
ously dealt with under this Bill. As I said,
the starting of the cane credit system will
mean that the growers will be the real
owners and the managers of the concern,
and the very people with whom the Govern-
ment, the corporation, and the Treasurer
will deal. But I do not see any provision
whereby working people will be induced to
come and settle in the neighbourhood of
sugar areas. I am hopeful that when the
North Coast Railway is built it will be of an
enormous advantage, not only to the North
but to the whole of Queensland, and that
that railway will be the means of trans-
forming the whole character of the place
as regards population, and that in travelling
from one district to another it might be
the means whereby some of those engaged

[Mr. Lennon.
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in the construction of the line might per-
haps finally settle and become perraanent
residents of these sugar districts. I agree
with the Hon. the Treasurer that the Bill is
quite unique in respect to the cane credits. In
another respect, also, 1 think it is unique
amoug measurcs that have been introduced
by the present Government—that is, that it
acknowledges the perpetual lease system, lis
inclusion may not be due to a desire to.give
cffect or to give a trial to that expedient; but,
at all events, in the peculiar circumstances
by which these sugar-works will be sui-
rounded, by reasen of the fact that the Go-
vernment want to give a large amount of
influence and power to the cane creditors
rather than to the landowners, the Gevern-
ment arc going to give the system a trial.
The perpetual lease system will no doubt be
preferable to any other in regard to the town-
ships that will be formed adjacent to these
various sugar-mills, and hon. members on this
side can lay ‘ the flattering unction to their
souls 7 that the Government at length have
dene something that we can approve of, at all
cveits so far as this Bill is concerned. No
doubt we shall approve of other items in con-
nection with the Bill too, but that is an ex-
periment that we think it well worthy of a
full and effective trial, and, without running
the risk of posing as a prophet, I honestly
believe, just as I sincerely hope, that the
experiment will prosve in every way successful.
The Bill also has a very important provision
providing for a more than usually carzful
classification of the land. After a thorough
examination by an expert valuer, there will
be shown on the plan provided under the Act
what is really good care land, and what is
land not so described. Another very wi
thing s done in the Bill. Proper safegu
are provided against fancy values being
upon land in the townships surveyed in
various localitics, Such valuecs are effectis
blocked. No encouragemicit is to be given
to speculators to buy up land in the hope th
after a mill is established, they will be
i zot fancy pricss for their land. That is a
rather unusual provision, and in that respect
also the Bill is sorewhat unigue. I am glad
to sec that, and I entirely approve of it. The
Bill provides for the erection of sugar-mills,
and for necessary works incidental thereto,
such as tramlines for the purpose of acting
as feeders to the mills, and for their manage-
ment and control and exfension in every
direction that may be considered necessary.
Furthermore—and that of course will meet
with the absolutely unanimous approval of this
side—the Bill preserves the White Australia
principle. It is provided that the sugar-mill
work and all the work carried on in connec-
tion therewith shall be controlled entirely by
what is known as the white Australia prin-
ciple. Everyone who is listening to me knows
that that is a thing that this side of the House
stands for., It is a thing that I have myself
advocated in this House, not only in relation
to the whole policy that is generally known as
the ¢ white Australia’ policy, but particu-
larly in regard to local government, where
tramlines are owned wholly or in part by
local authorities. I am glad to sce that the
white Australia principle is intended to be
upheld in this Bill. I observe, however, as I
have observed in regard to previous Bills, that
there are certain exemptions. There are only
two in this instance, I think; but it just
occurs to me to inquire of the Treasurer what
is the need for any exemptions. I have endea-
voured to arrive at some reason for it, and I

w0
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wan think of none; but no doubt, under advice
from his law adviscrs, the hon. gentleman
will perhaps be able to give me some reason
why there should be exemptions with regard
to the employment of those who cannot
the cducation test. The township arcus a
to be controlled by the corpovation in th
meantime, znd all the rents derived from the
township allotments—and that is where the
benefit of the perpetual leaso system comses in
--~ure to be applied for the benefit of the
township itself, and are to be expended within
the area. I have great hopes for the succoss
of this proposal. I% iz the first attempt that
has besn made in Quecnsland to do anything
of this kind, and T feel very sanguine indeed
of its success. I shall wateh with considerable
interest every onc of these township arcas
that may be established in connection with
sugar-mills, and 1 expect to see them go
ahead steadily, and surcly blozsom info very
great prosperity so soon as the mills are in
working condition. In addition to that, for
the purpose of safeguarding the industry, and
preserving it from difficultics and objectionable
features that have attended it hitherto, the
Government propose to grant no publicans’
licenses within 5 miles of any sugar-mill. To
that proposal I give my hearty approval.
My. D. ITuNTER: Not after 1817 cither.

Mr. LENNON: I do not see the applica-
tion of that interjcction.

Mr. D. dluster: That is in the Liguor
Bill.

Mr. LENNON: I am referring to matters
that are preceding that. We have not come
to that Bill vet. There is an old saying that
“ Tt is time to bid the devil good day when
you meet him”’; and when I mest the hon.
gentleman in charge of that Bill I will bid
him good day. That is a very wise provi.
sion. I have scen in many parts of the
State the evils which it will prevent. I will
instance pavticularly Nelson, which is the
township adjacent to the Mulgrave Cantral
Sugar-mill, and Prosernince. Those are the
two worst instances that I can give of the
way in which hotels seem to come clamour-
ing all around sugar-mills. In that conuec-
tion I might say, “ Where the carcass is
there will the vultures be gathered together.”
They are attracted by what they can get
out of the men working in the mills. .
ses are granted by the licensing authorities,
and in this connection I am glad that a
change is going to be made, and that licen-
sing benches will be done away with in the
near future. Although T have been a mem-
Ler of a licensing authority myself in the
past, I have not the slightest objection 4o
being extinguished in that capacity. ILicen-
sing benches in the early days no doubt sup-
“plied a want when stipendiary magistrates
were not available, but now the time has
come when we can dispense with them, and
the duty can be carried out much betier in
another way. With regard to the matter
of hotel licenses, T would like to digress for
a moment to speak about the hotel that
already exists at Babinda. It is a very fine
building, and we have the assurance of the
Treasurcr that as the building has been in
existence prior to the introduction of this
Bill and prior to the establishment of a sugar-
mill there, the proprietor will be fairly and
justly dealt with. This is an assurance that
we would expeet to get from this or any
other Government. I do not think that any
‘Government would be justified in closing that
hotel, which has been erected quite apart
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from any consideration regarding this mea-
sure or any legislation the Government might
intend to iniroduce. It has been built in
good faith by thoroughly respectable people,
the building is one that will be 2 credit to
the district, and it would have been most un-
fair to order it to be closed as a hotel with-
out compensation. Now that the Government
intend to pay compcensation for the closure
of that hotel under this Bill, the question
naturally arises in my mind whether they will
act in a like decent and honest manner in
connoction with their proposed liquor reform.
I cannot expect the hon. gentlemen opposite
to reply to my query, because, perhaps, thev
may be under a bond of secrecy, or if they
are not under a bond of secrecy, they may
be averse to give the information at the
present time. R
Hon. R. Puirp: Have you read the Bill?

Mr. LENNON: Yes. I have more Bills to
read than the hon. gentleman ever saw.
(Laughter.) Secing that hotels are not to be
allowed around the mills, the Bill proposes
that houses of accommodation or lodging-
houses may be erected. 1t does not say that
the Government will provide them, but that
the Government will permit them to be
there. I think that when the Government
take the step—which I heartily approve—of
doing away with licensed houses and forbid-
ding the erection of hotels, they might go a
step further and establish lodging-houses
themsclves. I would even go the length of
establishing hotels where hotels are needed;
but I would not be so inconsistent as to say
they should be erected in these areas. They
should provide sufficient lodging accommoda-
tion, until the work is fairly started, for
people looking for land or looking for work;
and after that it might be left to the public
to establish lodging-houses. I think the Go-
vernment would be wise, seeing that they
have adopted the perpetual lease system, and
they will not allow hotels within the area, if
they were to establish good, comfortable, and
substantial boarding-houses under Govern-
ment supervision, with a reasonable scale of
charges, in connection with ~very onc of these
central mills. Only three are likely to be
proposed in the near future; but I hope there
will be ten before long.

Mr. Fomrsyre: It is provided in the Bill—
clause 14,

Mr. LENNON: I have not seen where the
Government undertakes this matter; and T am
glad to have the information.

Hon. R. Pare: It is not boarding-houses;
it is a mill,

Mr. LENNON: I am talking about board-
ing-houses. Hotels are forbidder in the area
and within a limit of 5 miles.

The TrREASURER: Only in the area.

Mr., LENNON: Is there no 5-mile limit?

The Trrasvrer: No.

Mr. LENNON: I repeat that as hotels are
forbidden within the area, it would be a
proper thing for the Government to provide
a [air substitute in the shape of good, up-to-
date, well-kept boarding-houses.

The SECRETARY For RaiLwavs: Clause 10
provides for that.

Mr. LENNON : Tt says they “ may;” on the
other hand, they may not.

The PrEMIER: It would be the common-
sense thing to do.

Mr. Lennon.]
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Mr. LENNON: T accept that as an assur-
ance that it will be done; and with that
assurance I am content. Now, I would like
to refer briefly to the terms on which these
mills are to be erected. The term o the
loan is proposed to be limited to sixteen
years; and a sixteen years’ loan involves a
repayment of interest and redemption at the
rate of £8 11s. 8d. per cent. per annul,
which is a very heavy chirge. This is estab-
lishing an industry of so much importance
that 1t is a matter of the greatest astonigh-
ment to me that the Government of the day,
the Kidston Government, and the Vorgan
Government before it, did not take their
courage in both hands and determine to
make Queensland the great sug :r-producing
State of Ausiralia. Tt may bo one of ths
greatest in the world eventually, but we do
not expect it to get that far just yet. There
has been an increase in population for some
years past, and an enhanced ratio of in-
crease must occur shortly, We know that for
various reasons people are being attracted
to Australia. I think the Commonwealth
Government has advertised Australia very
much more than it would have been adver-
tisod had we not been federated. I know
that idea is not popular with many members
on the other side; Dbut it has been a great
factor in advertising Australia and bringing
to it people from every part of the world,
Then we have a vigorous immigration policy,
There is a similar policy in other States; and
the visit of Australisn legislators to the
coronation, will have done more than many
other things to advortise Australia. Then
again, we have our High Commissioner, Sir
George Reid. What better man could we
have to advertise Australia? Though I never
did admire kis politics. I ssv without reser-
vation—without the slightest scintilla of
reservation—that he is an ideal High Com-
missioner for Australia. Therefore, all the
conditions are favourable to attracting a
large number of people to Auctralia,

Mr, Forsyra: What has that to do with
the Bill?

Mr. LENNON: T will tell the hon. mem-
ber, if he will vestrain his impatience. I
think we may put down the increass of popu-
lation at the rate of 20,000 a year; and the
consumption of sugar averages 100 1h. per
annum for every soul in Australia.

Hon. R. Pmrp:
yeur,

That is only
That is not much.

Mr. LENNON: But that iz not the only
reason. I do not wunt to go back and quoto
speeches from Hansard on meusur relating
te the sugar industry during the past three
years, or I could show that gentlemen sitting
on the Treasury benches have always been
whining about the danger of over-production,.
The facts are that, during the last ten years
there has been an average shortage of 46 000
tons; and in the year 1909 we actually im-
ported 99,000 tons of sugar into Australia.
Certainly that was a record impartation.

Mr. WoITE: There was a reason for that.

Mr. LENNGN: There is generally a rea-
son for everything. But what was the res-
son for the average annual shortage of 46,600

tons during the past ten years?

[7.30p.m.] The reazon for that was that

there was a shortage in produc-
tion. I sayv we are justified in expanding
the sugar industry, that the (Government
should shake off their timidity, and that they
should take hold of the thing firmly and sar,

[Ar. Lennon.
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‘“Queensland is a place which will become
famous for its sugar industry, and we shall
do our best to assist its development.” I am
glad to see that an attempt is bemg made
in this Bill to give effect t an idea of that
sort, and I hope that as soon as the Bill has
passed both Hounses—as I hope it will pass
both Houses—they will set to work to carry out
the recommendations of the Sugar Commis-
sion, and esteblish the various mills recom-
mended by that commission. Of course, a
few of fhose mills are in my own district.
Hon. R. Prizr: Three.

Mr. LENNON: Two are in my district,
and one is in the elestorate represented by
the hon. member for Cairns. But that is a
small matter, because those are the places
where sugar should be grown. Anyene who
reads the evidence given by Mr. Knox vefore
the Sugar Commission, or the opinions of
other sugar authorities, will see that the
Northern part of Queensland is the place
where sugar-cane can bhe most successfully
grown, and that that is the prop.er'place to-
gros the cane. The Sugar Conmmission make
no strong recommendation that I can dis-
cover to ereet sugar-mills anywhere in the
South. They say that in the North, particu-
larly between 3Mackay and Cooktown, sugar-
cane can be grown with very great advan-
tage. And when those districts peter out—
if they ever should do, which I very much
doubt—there are areas north of Cooktown,
along the Batavia River and other parts,
where enough sugar-cane can be grown to
supply the greatsr part of the world with
sugar. But we are nct now going into a
scheme of that sort; we are now dealing with
the places where sugar-cane is grown or may
be grown if sufficient inducements are offered
to farmers. We want those mills recom-
mended by the commission established—and
established quickly. Wo do not want the
work delayed, and have people going to the
oxpense of planting cune which they expect
to have crushed at those mills. I hope that
the Government will not be deterred from
going on with this work, and assisting in
developing and expanding the sugar in-
dustry, the like of which is not possessed by
any other State in Australia. I can assure
you that were it possessed by any other
Stete, they would use every care and every
effort to see that it was expanded an‘d
succoured in every poszible way.,  Attempts
have been made in Victoria in the past, and
will be made again, to raise a considerable
quantity of best for the manufacture of
sugar.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Attempis
are being made now.
Mr., LENNON: I know the district—
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Maffra—wheve they have raised beef, and
have raised is successfully, but not profitably,
and I find on inquiry that it costs something
like £14 an acre to cultivate the soil for the
production of beet for sugar purposes.
BSome persons may think that this is a
menace to the sugar industry of Queens-
land, but I do not believe it 1s any menacs
at all. T feel quite satisfied that the second
attempt at manufacturing sugar from beet in
Victoria will fail, and that beetroot sugar
in Australia will never succossfully compete
against cane sugar. I, therefore, exhort the
Government with all the power I can not to
hesitate in this matter, but be energetic and
show to Australia what Queensland can do
in the production of a_ very valuable and
profitable commodity such as sugar is. Now,
to continue my remarks with regard to the
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term of the loan, from which I was dra,wn
off by some interjections, I would suggest

that instead of allowmg only sixteen years
for the repayment of the moner the Govern-
ment will make the time bweonty-five, or at
least twenty years. If they male it twenty
vears, instead of paying £8 11s. 8d. -per eent.
per annum, the farmers will have fo pay—

I have not hwd time to work it out, but I

think it would be in the nclghbourhooa of
£7 odd.

Mr. Forsyra: £7 10s.
My, LENNON: I should say it would
be about £7 10:. The difference in the

amount is not great, but it might mean a
grest deal to struggling farmers who have

to contend with bad SCaSONS OCCdsmnm]l\,
zmd who should therefore receive a great
deal of consideration. I hope that the Go-
vernment Whl be ')1cparcd to accept an
amendment from this side of the House, or,
hetter still, to propose an amendment them.
selves, extf\nulng the term from sixteen to
twenty-five years, or at least twenty ycars.
The land is always there, and the very fact that
the Govérnment show confidence in the indus-
try will do a great deal in the direction of
rmaking those who are engaged in the industry
watisfied that it is on a sure foundation. We
have heard a lot of talk about what the
Federal Governinent might do, but we
know that In heated times like those in
which that talk was indulged in—timos
wher people talk a little more excitedly
than they do in nounal times—statements
are made which ther do not really mear
Probably thcn statements were made for
the purpose of inducing the farmers to pro-
perly recognise their position, and to empha-
gisc the contention that the sugar 11)du%t1*‘
should not be left solely to the control of
the Colonial Sugar Poﬁn‘ng Company. Buf
T shall not pursue this line of argument, as
if T do I shall be reminded that I had an
opportunity of speaking on this subject a
few weeks ago. I hope thai the Govern-
ment will put the sugar industry on such a
firm foundstion by the encouragement they
will give to it per ths medium of these central
sugar-mills crected on this apparently new
and improved plan, that people all over
the world will feel that they can come to
Qucensland  with perfect confidencs, and
engage in the sugar industry with the abso-
lute certaintr of making a decent return
from their enterprise. South Australia and
Western Australia arce very fortunate in
having a splendid wheat yield. So far we
have not developed our wheat arcas, but
we know th“tQuoensland is the home of the
sugar-cane, and that all that is wanted to
develop aund cxpand the industry is for the
GO"ﬁrnvnrm* to give propwr help at the pre-
s The Goxcmmont should assert
and Iet the Colonial Sugar Re-
sany, and every company which
cudeavours o control this industry, see that
Queensland  Governmnnt, under the
(‘f\mmon‘ ecalth Government, of course, are
the real masters of the industry. If the Go-
vernment do assert themselves, and estab-
lish the two or thren mills recommended by
the Sugar Commission, and then carry out
the verv cxcellent idea so ably advoc “teq b
the hon. memkber for Bowen lnst week, thev
will hava as 2 mro.]'\'v to the central mill
svstem an up-to-date State refinery.  The
Government also pieposes to protect
by making a levy on those in the benefited
area to make up any shortage, and when
the Government finds that that can be done,

itenlf
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that in itself, I think, is an argument why
they might with all reason extend the term
fromn sixteen years to twenty. When the
time coimes that cane credit has been estab-
lished by suppliers of cane to such an extent
that they may take over the mill and form
@« company, then a very wise provision is
inserted too—that the company shall not at
any time declare dividends above & per cent.
We know very well that sometimes a ven-
ture or an investiment or a business might
be very profitable in a few good seasons,
and 1t is very undesirable to divide all the
monex and leave them stranded when bad
imes come. But under this provision the
Government_ will oxercise such supervision
over the mills that even if they had a run
of three, four, or five good seasons they
would not distribute more than 5 per cent.,
zmd cons qvcnt;y might establish good re-
crves for the upkeep of the machinery, for
kup]\h inng new rails, and what not, in rega1d
to the tramlines, which is always the sub-
)ect of wear and tear. I would like to refer
to what appears to be a stramge
1qoma1y in regard to the price paid for
cane by the various mills. From the Audi-
tor-General’s report for last year I find that
the prices paid for cane vary to an extra-
ordinary degree. Of course, I understand
that some sugar-cane is paid for under one
in some cases under another—
E etimes by welght and in another case by
analysis—but it seems a strange thing that
there ‘:uould be such a greaf disparity in
the prices of the cane, as will be disclosed by
wy briefly running down the price paid by
these various mills:  North Eton, 14s. 11id.
por ton; Racccourse, 156:. 8d.; Gin Gin, 12«
d.; T 3d.; Mossman, 17s. 33d.; Mul-
grave, . 5d.; Alount Bauple, 14s. lid.;
\erang 124, 5d.; Plane Creelk, 15s. 84d.; and
Proserpine, 14z 1d. It is a remarkable thing
that there should be such a difference as
there is shown here of from 12s. 1id. to
18« 5d. per ton.

Mr. FoRSYTrH :

Cannot you account for it?

v, LENNON: I cannot account for all
:
the difference, neither can the hon. member;

he may account for some of it, but he cannot

ceount for all of it. Why T mention this
is to supgest thab the Covernment ought to
cndeavour by some scheme of supervision to
trs and bring about as nearly as they can
a certain degree. at all cvents, of equalisa-
tion in the prices paid for sugar-cane. 1
know cane_differs very much In the sugar
ontents, I know that sagar is worth a
great deal more per ton than it may be
50 milcs north or south, as the case may
be. I am orly mentioning this for the pur-
pose of urging the Government to try, as
far a: may bhe, to equ“hae the price paid
for cane, because it will give immense ratis-
faction to those engazed in thes sugar in-
have received complmnm from
espondents in various parts of Qdeens-
i—not only within the last few d
pricr to that—of the various conditions
wmen have to work under in s"pplwng cane
1o mo mills. ¥or O\amplo, in some Cases,
land \"hlch y}clds what is called “hl”’hla‘ld
cane ”’ secures & better price than docs cane
grown on the lowland.

The BECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
sugar contents,

LENNON: Exactly-so.

[€e3)
1

It has bet-

I have ex-

for the difference in the price. In

. Lennon.]
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some districts the practice has bewn con-
tinued, and has bewome to some extent per-
manent, .that the highland cane yields a bet-
ter price than the lowland, and it is only
right that that should operate from the ques-
tion of higher sugar contents, because it is
more costly to work this broken country, and
costs considerably mere for taking cance off
it, and they should get a higher pricc. But
I have a letter here from a district—I am
not going to name the district, but I am
willing to show the Treasurer if he is curious
enough to see it—a complaint from a district
where, after weeks of experiment to ascer-
tain the sugar contents of the cane, the high-
land of this district has been proved afier
a long series of analyses to be worth as much
as 2s. a ton more than the lowland cane, yet
by rcason of the fact that the men now in
charge of this particular mill are not only
the owners of lowland properties from which
fhey send cane to the mill, but are msnagers
or directors of the mill, they wipe out the
extra price and give the men for highland
cane, which 1s worth Zs. a ton more, not one
farthing more than they pay for the lowland
cane, I am willing to show this lettsr to the
Hon. the Treasurer. I do not desire to havy it
published nor any of the names disclosed.
Therc is one other matier before I finish
that I had overlooked when decaling with the
hotel question. I know that provision has
been made for compensation 1n regard to
the hotel at Babinda, but I have been in-
‘formed—I hope that the Treasurer will listen
to what I am saying—I have becn infornisd
that in some other distriets quite recently
provisional licen have been granted. I
am not told, and I am not sure, whether it
was immediately prior to the publication cf
the Government’s intention in regard to these
hotels in sugar areas, but, at all events, quite
recently, provisional licenses have Dbeen
granted in some districts in the North, and
that hotels arc at the present time in course
of erection.

The TrEASURER: They were warned not to
do it. I am not at all aware of what the hon.
member mentions.

Mr. LENNON: The only object I bad was
to elicit that information if T could. I wanted
to urge the Government to, warn such pople.

The TREASURER: They will certainly get ro
compensation under such conditions.

Mr. LENNON: My object in mentioning it
is so that the Government could warn the
people.

The TREASURER: They have been warned.

Mr. LENNON: So that they would have no
claim upon the Government. They are not in
the same circumstances as the peopls who
have erected fine hotels before the Bill came
in at all. DMy object in mentioning the malter
was to urge the Government to wern these
people that the hotel will not be permitted in
the district, so that they will not icse the
money.

The PrEMIER: Such information went from
the Home Secrctary’s Office in June.

Mr. LENNON: I am glad to hear it. The
people who informed me are a representative
body of Rechahites—they are not Temperance
Alliance people—and I think they ar¢ doing
what they can to prevent the extension of the
liquor trade; they are acting entirely within
their rights. They happen to know me per-
sonally; they do not regard me as a member
of their body. I have never belonged to such
& body, and I have no intention of ever becom-

[Mr. Lennon
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ing a member, but I do think many of their
desires are worthy of being pushed forward as
far as practicable, always within the Ilznlts of
justlce: Tesscn, alld cominon Sense. Now, L
have said much more than I intended to #3y
on tins Bill. The records of the Ilouse w ill
show that I have battled unceasingly for an
oxtension of the central mill system in North
Queensland. I am delighted to think that the
CGovernment have taken th",pstog ‘ot 12g‘cttmg a
report such as has been farni i by the
Sugar Royal Commission, which tifies every
utterance I ever made on the question, and i
the Government are going to act upon 1% I
repeat once more that they will not only ach
upon it, but act upon it quickly, and I]a,m
satisfied that the whole of Queensland will be
benefited, and Australin will he Lenefited by
a very considerable expansion Oi the splendid
sugar industry of this Btate. (Hear, hear!)

1Ton. R. PHILP (Townsvilld): T will not
occupy the time of the House very long.
T.ast session Mr. Kidston promised the hon.
member for Herbert and myself a Sugar Royal
Commission. He carried out that promise,
and I am very pleased to see that the (*{QveLrn-
ment are bringing in a Bill to deal with the
report of that commission. I do n.ot agree
with the Bill altogether, and I hope it will be
amended in Committee.
Ir. O’SuLLivay: Don't spoil it, T hope.
¥, R. PHILP: T won’t spoil it. What
I 1E’J?nplain of first of all is, that the whole
maenagement of these mills 1s in the hands
of the Government,

OpposrTioN MEeMBERs : Hear, hear! Oh,
ohi

Hox. R. PHILP: I do not approve of
that.

Mr. O’Svrnivan: That is where you are
going to spoil it.

Hox. R. PHILP: The Government may
put a mill up, and unless the owiers of the
Tand will come in and the people will grow
cane, it will be of no use to thom; and I
say there ought to be a joint management.
Lot the Government have the biggest control
if they please, but the owners of the land
and the canegrowers ought to be on this
corporation, which practically is the Trea-
surer. I am surc of the Treasurer’s honesty,
probity, and his keen desire to do the best
he can with this Bill.

An Orposiriony Mevegr: Divided control:

Hox. R. PHILP: It would not be divided
control. They would all be anxious to.‘ma,ke
the mill a succe but under this Bill tho
whole of the management is with the Govern-
ment. )

Mpr. Ryoanp: Is it not a corporation?

Fiox. R. PHILP: The corporation is the
Treasurer. The deputy leader of the Labour
party was wonderfully pleased over this per-
potual lease. He thought it was a wonderful
thing—something unheard of before. I may
tell that hon. member that we had perpetual
leases on our goldficlds forty years ego—
the homestead leases.

Mr. Forey: They were not perpetual.

Hon. R. PHILP: Yes, they were,

Myr. Forey: They are not now.

Hov. R. PHILP: Because the owners of
those leases were not satisfied with their
tenures.

Mr. COLLINS:
were not satisfied,

The banking institutions
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Hox. R. PHILP: Members representing
goldfields sitting on both sides of the House
when that Act was put through were clamour-
ous in their desire.  They said, ¢ Ve have been
paying 1s. a year for thirty rears, and it is
time we got our deeds,” and they got their
deeds with a peppercorn rente 1 =2y, under
this perpetusl leass system, if rou havo a
mill and they have not a public-houss, there
will be a very small township about the mill.
Mozt of them have a town ncar them, and
the rental the Government will get out of
this will ne pay for the greasing of the
machiners one weck.

Mr. Harpacre: It will prevent mouopoly,
though.

Hown. R. PHILPY:
now.,

Mr. Lenxox: What about the town of Nel-
son and the town of Proserpine?

Moy, R. PHILP: What is the size of
those townships? If you tuke the hotel out
of those townships there is very little left.

Therc &re no monopolies

I3

Mr. Lexxox: Tt would be a very good
thing to take them out.
Mr. FERRICKS: You go to buy an allot-

ment therc and you will see.
Hox. R. PHILP : If the deputy leader of the

Opposition suggested some means whereby
working men will get a piece of land to grow
cane there might be something in it. The
future of the suger industry in Queensland,
if it is to be a success, 1s going to be the
smail men cultivating their cwn areas right
throughout Queensland. (Hear, hear!) But
there 1s no provision in this Bill for that, and
the deputy leader of the Opposition makes
no suggestion as to how it could be done.

Mr. LENNON: You were the leader of the
Opposition a long time; why can’t you make
a suggestion?

Hox. R. PHILP: When I wus leader of
the Opposition 1 was just as anxious to get
these mills built as the present leader—just
as auxious.

Mr. LexNox: When you were loader of
the Government you did not build them.

Hox. R. PHILP: Hvery mill built in
Queensland vras built by the Gov
which T was a member. I thin
@ mistake to hand over the control »f these
mills solely to a Government nominece. We
have examples In Queensland to-day. 1 sav
the Government mills now in Quesnsland are
not the best managed mills in Queensland.
Only look at the list of payments made for
sugar-cane read by the deputy leader of the
Opposition. Who are paying the biggest price
for sugar-cane? The Government mills? No.
The central mills managed cntirely by the
owners of these mills.

Mr. FERRICKS : Do you know they give all
their profits to the canegrowers?

Hox. R. PHILP: When I am finished, the
hon. member for Bowen can speak.

Mr. Ferricgs: You know that, don’t you?

Hox. R. PHILP: The best managed mills
in Queensland arc the mills where there is
private management. I do not want to say
anything about the time the late Dr. Max-
well was here, but we know his management
was not a success, and I do not think the
four mills managed by the Government are
anything like as well managed as the cen-
tral mills managed locally by a board of

[17 Avgust.]
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directors. I think it will be a mistake for
the Treasurer to take on himsclf the man-
agement of these mills. I o tainly think
the Government should be represented on the
koard, znd if there are five members, I would
give them & majority on the board, but I
¢ortainly say the landowners and canegrowers
should also he on the bosrd.

Mr. LexNoN: What security would the
Government have if it was open %o the cane-
growers ?

Hoy. R. PHILP: I think mysclf these
men should hand their deeds over for secur-
ity. 1 understsnd the men at Babinda are
prepared to hand their deeds over as secur-
ity for the erection of the mill. The terms
are the same as was made previously—5 per
cent. intevest and 5 per cent. redemption.
In five years it was found impossible for them
to carry out their obligntion, and an exten-
sion to twenty years was given, and the rate
of interest reduced to 4 per cent. The re-
commendation of the commission is that for
the first three yvears there shall be no interes$
at all. I would say give them five years to
make a start; because anyone who knows
anything about sugar knows that it will take
ab least five vears to get sufficient cane grown
to keep the mill up $o its full capacity.

Mr. LexnoN: Quite right.

Hox. R. PHILP: We also know that in
connection with the mills there are very
many new things required, and the Govern-
ment would be wise if they said: “For the
first five years we will charge you nothing,
and during the following twenty years we
will expect you to pay interest and redemp-
tion for the whole amount.” Of course,
charge them interest for .five years back,
That would give the mills & good chance, and
i the unfortunate landowners and the cane-
growers cannof pay the £8, how 1s 1t pos-
sible for them to pay a levy to the Govern-
ment? If the mill does not pay, it will no
doubt be because there is not sufficient cane.

Mr. Lexvow: That is the penal clause.

Hox. R. PHILP: If the milis do not pay
interest and redemption in onc yeur, then the
Y{on. the Treasurer will make a levy on the
cancgrowers and the landowners to make up
the deficit. I say it is far better to recog-
nise that it will take four or five years before
those mills can be in working order. That
was our experience before, and we can only
be guided in the future by what has hap-
pened in the past. In the case of the first
two mills built by Sir Samuel Griffith—the
Racecourse Mill and the Eton Mill—for many
ars they could not pay anything at all.

Mr. Corrins: That was in the time of
black labour.

Hox. R. PHILP: Sir Samuel Griffith was
'y anxious to provide white labour for
growing sugar. They fried it and failed,
and they came and asked permission to use
pleck labour to make thoze mills pay, and

Q

they did so. I am very pleased indeed
there are to be no public-houscs round the

mills and no liquer scld. Tt will be a very
wood thing for the cinezrowers and alt aboud
the mills. I think it a sad thing to see
men working all the week, and a public-
house right outside the mills to take all
their earnings. It will be a very good thing
indeed when -we can stop the supply of
liquor at sugar-works, and other works as
well. I am very anvious to see some of
these mills started with a number of small

Hon. R. Philp.]
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growers. In ihe serub land in North Queens-
land about 30 or 40 acres will keep a big
family well, and as it 1s small

[8p.m.] it is handy to cultivate. I think

that in the future we shall be
able to get plenty of labour to cut the cane,
but we cannot get enough to cultivate it.
We will have no trouble with men working
in gangs in the flelds. Ié would be a very
wise provision for the Government to make
in connection with some of theic mills that
landowners should cut the land up in small
blocks, let a family occupy cach block, and
let each family cultivate their own land.

Mr. LExyon: That is what we want.

Mr. O’Svrrivax: That ought to apply to all
agriculture.

Hox. R. PHILP: Hugar-cane is different
from ordinary agriculture. A man can grow
300 acres of whest and take it off with
machinery, but you cannot grow 300 acres of
sugar-canc. Some say that 10 acres is suffi-
cient, and others say that a man cannot grow
more than 20 acres, or at most 30 acres, of
cane.

Mr. Maxx: He cannoy hav

st it

Ifon, R. PHIILEP: XNo: ke cannot harvest it.
If we want to make sugar the big industry
we would like to see it, we must have smaller
areas. Queensland can grow all the sugar
that Australia wante. (Hear, hear!) I do not
think that we will be able to oxport it, but
certainly we will be able to grow all the sugar
required for Australia in Queensland. We
have got the land, and if private empleyers
will not put up mills, then the Government
should do it for them. I would not advocate
the Government putting np mills if the private
compani»s would put them up, but I know,
of my own knowledge, men ow the Johnsione
River who have been trying to get canc con-
tracts with the mills there, and they wire not
able to wet them. They trind unsuccessfully
for years to get their cans ¢ 1ed, but thes
could not get it crushad, and they came to the
Government, and that is why I believe in
the Government stepping in there and eroct-
ing a central vull. North Quecnsland 1s the
home of the sugar-cane, (Hear, hear!) If
the Government would alter this elause about
the corporation, and give the lundovwner and
canegrower—they are likely to be the samec
people—some say in the matter, it would im-
prove the Bill, The Government should also
give them longer time to pay their debentures
to the Government. It i3 not possible o pry
them in sixteen ycars. It is not pessible for
them to pay the interest and redeniption for
the first four or five years.

My, O’SvrLrLivax: The
pay their own loans }

Government cannct
: in that time,

Hon. R, PHILP: 1t il take four, five, six,
and even seven years for a central mill to get
properly on its legs. I know that from the

experience of other central mills. The Go-
vernment tock some of them over. Whether

that was wise or not I do not know; but I
think shey -would have done better if thev
had been left to go on their own arzcunt. [
do not, wish to detain the House, I am very
pleased to sec the Bill introduced, and I hope
that in Committee the Government will
accept amendments imnsove i, This is
the best agricultx i t we have in
Gueenzlaud, and it 3
industry in Austrelia. We have a monopoly
in Queensland of the ecanegrowing of Aus-
tralia, and no matter what wild threats aie

[Hon. B. Philp.
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mede by hon. gentlemen in high positions
about stariing & refinery in New Guinea, and
doing away with the protection on sugar, 'I
am rtisfied that the peopiz of Australia will
always give fsir protection to our own sugar
under present conditions, It was a bargain
with Australia that if we did away
with coloured labour rcascuable protection
would be given, and I believe that the people
of Australia will keep to that bargain, not-
withstanding what Mr. Hughes, the Acting
Prime Ministor, says about doing away with
protection, or what Mr. Bamfor§ says gbouc
¢«tablishing a sugar refinery in New Guinea.

made

AMr. Forey: Noj; have the sugar reﬁneer in
Qucensland, and grow the sugar In New
luinea.

Jiox. R. PHILP: Yes, and bring the cane
over, T suppose, {Laughter.) We have a
moncpoly of sugar-growing in Queensland,
znd we ought to keep if. (Ifear, hear!) I
am pleased that the Government brought in
the Bill. because it shows that they have
faith in the future sugar-growing of Queens-
Jand, I hope some means will be devised to
sottle small favmers around the mills that are
to be crected, hecause I am satisfied that you
will have a difficulty if you have large arcas,
as no one can cultivate 400 acres of cane 11

Queensland, (Hear, hear!)
Mr. MANN (Cairns): Like the hon.

gentleman who has just resumed his seat,
T desjre to congratulate the Flon. the Treas-
urer on introducing this Bill, and also fo say
that the Ciovernment have shown a cerfan
amount of alacrity in dealing with the estab-
lishment of central sugar-mills after the depu-
tation to the late Premier consisting of the
hon. member for Townsville, the hon, member

Terhert. and myrelf. Like the bhon.
meniber for Townsville, I also trust that the
Tion. the Treasurer will be prepared to acceph
amendments in the Bill, because I think
that he will And it will be greatly to the
advantage of those cencerned if amendments
are made in the direction indicated by the
hon. the senior member for Townsville, Mr.
Philp. I do not agree altogether with Wh]at
that hon. gentleman said with regard to the
control of the mills. Personally, I would
have preferred the Government to have
bought back the land from these land-
owners, then erected the mill, and then
leasod the land to the growers who would
come along to grow care for the mill estab-
lished by the Government. But asthe Govern-
mont are not going as far as that at the
present time, and later on they intend to
hand over the mill to the farmers and land-
owners, I think it would be wise if they
allowed thesa farmers and landowners to
acquire some kunowledge of manufacturing
sugar by allowing them to have a joint con-
trol with the Government over the mill.
That is the only method whercby they can
acguire practical experiencs, as managers
of mills, like poets, are horn and not
made. I may say that even our most suc-
cessful raills fo-day have passed through
a period of depression in the very early
and the Mulgrave Central Aill—one of
the most successful mills in the whole of

GQueensland—at its inception paid as 10\%
ss 7s, 6d. per ton to the canegrower. i
am o fevour of the Government taking

control of the whole comcern, because our
past cxperience has bcen that in the man-
agement of mills the landowners had tho
big end of the stick. We have had the
specteele in the past of the canegrowers

»
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being crushed out and squeezed by the land-
owners i1 a manner which I do not think
was in the best interests of the mill itself.
(Fear, hear!) For example, take the Mul-
grave Mill.  Although now managed very
well, there weas a great deal of trouble and
friction at the start owing to the fact that
seven of the shaveholdezs in that mill held
a bigger voting power .than all the rest
of the growers. It is a very unfortunate
thing tlat seven sharcholders can put their
heads together and say, " This is going to
be the policy of the mill,”” and force thaf
policy upon the other growers, who far out-
nuinber them.

Mr. WHITE:
a good policy.

3fv. MANN: It will be all right if it is
o good policy, but if it is a had policy it will
be «ll wrong.

Hon. RB. Prizp: The Mulgrave Mill is a

It would be all right if it is

very successful one.
Mr. MANN: It is very successful now.
One or two of the directors are business

men, and they are also growers, and they
found it was to the interests of the mill to
get as much cane as they possibly could to
crush, because the longer the mill works
while the density of the cane is in any way
high, the cheaper they can produce sugar,
and the bigger the price they can pay the
grower. As in this case all the dircctors are
to a_ certain extent growers, and they are
reaping the benefit of their better man-
agement. There is very little friction indeed
now, and ther are pulling along together
despite the fact that seven sharcholders in
the past controlled the policy of the mill to
a Jarge extent. I believe that all the growers
are with them in what they are doing, and
the mill is now a very successful one owing
to the fact that they have a very good
manager in the person of Ar, Davids. The
trouble may arise in this way: The land-
owners may wish to pay off the debt to the
Government at a very early date: and, if
they are running the mill, they will advo-
cote paving a very sacll price for cane,
and in order to get the mill into their own
hands they may harass the growers who are
unahle to buy their land from the land-
owners. If their policy is successful, in a
very short while they will cwn not only the
mill but also the land. It is to guard
against that policy that I advoca!» that the
Treasursr should own both the mill and the
land, aund, failing that, later on I mean
to propound another schemc whereby I
think that the growers will be safepuarded.
Hon. members can clearly understand that
if the Government are running the mill they
will treat all fairly. If they own the mill
the manager will act as far as possible in
the hest interests of the mill, and give every
grower a fair deal. Even if you have the
growers and the landewners conjointly manas-
ing the mill, the dirvectors being thoms
canegrowers will naturally--it is only huwan
nature that ther should do so-—give themselve
and their friends the best of the deal. There
may not be so much of that as there has been
in the past, but I have heavd complai
sort of thing in connection vith ve
I have heard it said in connection with the
mills at Plevstowe and Nambour and other
mills that the directors favoured themzelve
and theic friends.

My, Wrrre: Was 1t true?

My, AMTANN: Thave had it f grovers. If
the hon. member or any cther hon. member

[17 Avevsr.]
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can deny that there has been any favouritism
of that kind, I am not going to press the
point; but I just wish to impress upon the
House that I believe in the Government
appointing their own man to manage the
1nill, as he is likely to give a fair deal all
round, because he is not interested in the
same way as a directorate elected by the
votes of the growers. But, as the Govern-
ment intend in the future to hand over the
mill to the growers and landowners, I am
advocating thst they should aliow these
arowers and landowners to acquire a know-
Iedge of the manufacturing processes before
they take over the mill.

The PreMizr: When they have discharged
their liability ?

Mr. MANN: Yes; but I advocate that
in the meantime they should be allowed to
soquire a knowledge of the business of
manufacturing.

The Previze: They can
mansgement at the start.

Mr. MANN: I have also heard it said,
and with a great deal of justice, that the
method of leasing the land is very unsatis-
factory. That has becen clearly proved in
the sugar industry more than in any other
industry, because the grower putting his
crop into the ground does not reap 1t all
in one vear. He may leave the land without
turther tillage of the soil, and gather succes-
sive crops for from five to ten years. Hon.
members can quite clearly understand that
if o grower who leascs his land goes out of
the farn: on tha termination of his lease
before he has taken off ali his crops, there
will be a gremt deal of trouble in settling
the amount of compensation due to him for
the ratocas left in the ground. I wish to
impress upon the Treasurer the urgent need:
there is for, as far as possible, providing
for compensation to leascholders who go out
of their farms and leave improvements and
crops bahind them. The alternative is that
every leass shall contain a purchasing clause
fo aliow the smell man to acguire his own
homestead.

Ny, WaiTE: Hear, hear!

Ay, MANN: Every hon. member who has
spoken has said that it is a very good thing
to permit the small man to acquire his home-
stead, and I think the only effective way in
which that can be attained is either by in-
sisting that every landowner who puts his
land in to the mill shall be compelied to pay
compensation to the grower who leases land
from him on the expiry of his lease for the
unexhausted improvements, or else give the
grower the right of purchass on the time-
payment system. 1 rather favour the latter
alternative. because the grower who intends
purchasing his land will talke care to return
to the land. as far as he poszibly can, all the
fortility he is robbing it of. If, on the other
hand, a man has only got a short lease, he
will tre to geb all he can {rom the soil and
leave it in an impoverished condition. That
is whv I do not altosether favour the idea of
the (overnment lessing these lands to_the
unless by some means you can bind
the oeowers down to remain a certain time on
their farms and produce cane, and not take
t few vears of the rich new scrub, when
1v fortile, and then throw it up and
jeave i 4 the hLands of the Government,
dirty with weeds, neglected, and unstumped.
The Governaent might then find great diffi-
culty in procuring another tenant,

Mr. Mann.]

take over the
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The Premier: Will you have a look at the

Asricultural Holdings Act of 19057

Mr. MANN: I have read that Act, but we
have passed more stringent provisions in
other Aects, because we found that they did
not quite fill the Bill. I remeinber the mcasure
the Premier refers to quite well. I helped
the hon. member for Mackay, the present
Secretary for Railways, to pass it, and 1 got
an amendment inserted providing that when
a man <leared the land that should also be
regarded as an improvement. The Act is =
good cme, 1 admit, but we want to make
assurance doubly sure by providing for the
protection of the interests of the grower who
is leasing land.

The PrEMIER: Hear, hear!

Mr. MANN: It may be asked how we can
prevent land speculation in connection with
these mills, and I intend to subwmit a proposi-
tion with that object in view. I hope it will
meet with the approval of the Treasurer. My
proposition is that when the Government
establish a mill they shall ask each and every
landholder who is putting in his land into the
mill to make a valuation of his land, and that
valuation shall be handed to the Treasurer.
I wish the Government to have the power to
take over the land at the owner’s valuation,
and the selling price shall be the owner’s
valuation, plus the value of the improve.
ments, and plus that land’s molety of any
moneys pald into the Treasury to redeem
the mill. I think that is a fair proposition,
ﬁnc‘{c nobody can cavil at an arrangement like

hat.

Mr. HARDACRE: Tlow are vou gomng to get

them to carvy thai cut?
_ Mr. MANN: Of course, you can pick holes
in any law place:d on the statute-book: but I
think that if that proviso was madc it would
Lo effective, Many people <o not care to
override the law; many are honest, and do
not seek 1o avoid compliance with the law;
and ¥ think it wonld meet to a great extent
the ovil of land speculation in connection with
our sugar lands.

Mr. Hobner: Would you be prepared to
accept that condition on your own nart?

Mr. MANN: Yes. T have a picer of land
which I hope soon will be included in a mill
area, and I will sell it to the hon. gentleman
at what it is worth now.

Mr. Hoper: I will talk about it in the
morning.
Mr, BIANN: The deputy leador of tho

Opposition commended the Government for
their action in putting in the provision pre-
cluding undesirable aliens from working about
a mill or a tramway unless they first obtain a
certificate that they can write from dictation
fifty words in the English language; but I =il
go further than that; and I hove that the
Treasurer will accopt an amendment to pre-
vent the leasing of land to any undesirable
alien until he gets such a certificate. T claim
that if it is a fair thing—which I think msm-
bers generally will agree that it is—to prevent
any undesirable alien from working about a
mill or a tramway, it is algn desirable to pre-
vent him from making a profit from the grow-
ing of canc.

The PrEMIER: It is intended to introduce
a Bill dealing with the leasing of land to
aliens

Mr. MANN: But that may not come on
till the end of the session; and I would like
to see the provision in this Bill which we are
dealing with now.

[#r. Mann.
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The Prewier: Then submit the amendment
early, so that we can soe low it will werk.

Mr. 2ANN: T will get it printed and circu-
lated as soon as I can, so as to prevent the
leasing of land to aliens for what is after all
the most profitabis form of agriculiure in

North (Quecns l—the growing of sugar.
We want to preveut it from geiting mto their

hands, and rescrve all the profis for people of
own race. (Hesr, hear:) Now, I just
.ish to turn to the Bill; and first I will deal
with a matter with which the Treasurer Is
familiar to a certain oxtent. I asked him a
question the other nighbt, to swwhich he could
not give an effective veply on the spur of the
soment, as to the areca in cornection ‘;.lt'h
» Pabinda Creelr Mill, I asked him if it
ould be nocescary for those people to make
application now to colile wider the }Szll, be-
cause if they made application, there 18 ample
power in ‘he Bill for the Treasurer to seo
that nomne of the scitleys in that neighbour-
fiood are penalised by being kept out. I want
to let the House know the position; e_md I
#ill road a copy of the resolutions carried at

a meeting of ‘the Russell Farmers’ District
‘Association held at Harvey’s Creek on the

17th June this year—

1. That the action of the gomba dele-
gates in  putting the borunda at Harvgy
Creecls be repudiated, as they had uo authority
to do s6, and the Treasurer be told so.”

T may explain that cortain growers at Aloomba
had met the Sugar Commission, and asked
for an ares to be declared around Aloomba
suitable for the erection of a central mill, and
pledged the growers now petitioning the
Treasurer to put in their lands.

The TREASTRER: I told you their request
would receive the fullest consideration,

AMr. MANN: I found the Treasurer most
sympathetic; and I am asking him i the
Babinda Creek people must make application
urder this Bill in order to receive tho neces-
sary meney for the erection of a mill there.
1f he will take it into his hands to declare
the mill area, I am sure he will not leave out
of the arvea any of the Babinda sottlers.

The TrEssURER: T shall be anxious to make
it a great success, )

Mr. MANN: You will understand that
there has been somec trouble in this matter.
The gecond resolution reads—

« 9. That the attention of the Colonial Trea-

surer be directed to the fact that the bene-
fited area of the Babinda Mill, whilst taking

in u large avea of private land 2t the extreme
outh on which nobody has been living for the

tast twenty vears, hus excluded the lands held
by & number of farmers who have for years
been living here, struggling along in the expec-
tution that they would form part of the
Babinda Mill, and now find that they are cut
out. The areas taken are 323, 322, 321, and
496, parish of Bellenden Ker, of about 1,280
acres each, and the areas excluded and on
whichk people have been living for many years
are situated between Junction Creek and Tig-
tree Creek.”

The Preuirr: The recommendation of the
Royal Commission in that respeot is subject to
wmendment.

Mr. MANN: T kope that it will be amended.
I have & map to show the land which they
want to have inciuded in the area. If Is
alongside the tramway, and there is no in-
cuperable difficulty in getting cane to the
mill. I intended to move an amendment to
meet the case, providing that any land within
a reasonable distauce of the mill, and where
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there is no insupcrable difficulty in getting
cane to the mill, should be allowed to be
included in the mill area,

The PreEmier:: There is also power in the
hands of the Governor in Council to amend
the boundaries.

Mr. MANN: The third resolution was—

“ That Mr. Hastwood’s report of his inter-
view be sent down to the Treasurer through
Mr. Mann along with our petition.”

That has been done.
was

‘“That Fig-tree Creek be the north boun-
dary of the ar«a we wish to be added tc the
Babinda area.”

The fourth resolution

I have other correspondence here which I do
not intend to deal with at any great length,
because the time is pressing; but just to
Y the position these people would be in if
v were not included in the mill area, I may
mention that I have a letter from one who
has been twenty-four years in the district,
one who has been twenty-eight years there,
another cighteen years, another who went
there twenty-two years ago, and has three
sisters born on the arca; and it would be a
hardship indeed if, while new settlers are
aliowed to come In, these people were to be
left out. Now, I wish to say a word or

two with reference to some re-
[8.30 p.m.Jmarks which fell from my hon.

friend, the hon. member for Her-
hert.  He dealt with the report of the
Bugar Commission, and I agree with him
cntirely when he says that the commission

has been somewhat conservative in their
report. They have taken too mmch notice of

the evidence given by the representatives of
the Colonial Sugar Refining Company, and
have been rather comservative in their opin-
ion as to the number of mills that we can
now afford to establish without overtaking
the Commonwealth’s sugar demand. I think
that if we established three or four mills
this year we should still find ocursclves
very much bchind the demand. Tt is only an
odd year that we get a bumper crop, owing
to frost or some other cause, and it will be a
great while at the present rate of progress
before we manufacture enough sugar to meet
our- own requirements. Personally, I should
have liked to have seen the Government
pursite & bolder policy in the establishment
of central mills. With regard to labour for
the canefield, it is a fact that the bulk of
the workers in our fields are drawn from the
Southern States. They come up for six
months in the year, the cutters earn good
money, and that money is taken or sent out
of the Btate, so that the earnings of those
men do not benefit Queensland to any appre-
ciable extent. Of coursc you cannot expect
the men to stay in Queensland unless there
is something for them to do. The idea has
been mooted that they might got smaller
arcas of land on which to grow cane, but
if those men are wanted to cut cane, you
cannot afford to give them blocks where
they themselves will grow cane, because if
they go in for that work at the very time
that their services are most required by
other growers they will be busy on their own
farms, if they have any arca worth speaking
of. If a man has 10 acres of cane land he can
spend all his time upon that.

Mr. MULLAN :
him?

Mr. MANN: Some of them are not mar-
ried. There are no doubt some industrious

Couldn’t his family help

[17 Avousr.]
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men who could harvest 16 acres of cane, but

the average man could not lock after a
crop on that arca. With an average crop
of 20 tons to the acre, that would be

203 tons of cane, and a man having that
crop to harvest would have to cut during the
whole season, and would be unable to help
growers who required his services. The
ouly solution of the problem that I can
sea 1s to give the canecutier land on which
he can grow some other product than cane.
¥or instance, in the Cairns distriet, a man
might take up a farm at Atherton and
endeavour to earn a living by its cultiva-
tion. He could plant maize early in Janu-
ary, stay on the farm and work 1t until the
harvest, which would be about the end of
May, and tues when the maize was har-
vested he could leave his family to do the
husking and other work In connection witk
the salc of the crop, and he could go dowe
to the trovical coast and engage m cane-
cutting. Of course in the canegrowing dis-
tricts you might get blocks of land where a
man could cultivate some product other than
cane, but usually all the land around a mill
which is it for cunegrowing is used for that
purpose. In Mackay you will find men grow-
ing canc even on towia allotments, and sonle
of them have a fairly nice patch. By manur-
ing their land they produce fairly good
crops, and if a man can raise 30 or 40 tons
of cane he rcalises a very nice addition
to his yearly income. I would advisc the
Government as far as provide

those inen with . from a
sagar district—within easy distance of :che
district, of course—where they can caploy

themselves in growing other products than
cane, so that their servicis may be avail-
able to planters in the cutting scason.

An HowxovraBie MewMBER: Doesn’t cane-

growing pay the best?

Mr. MANN: I adinit that
pays the best, but a man ha )
price in order to get hold of a piece of land
of any value for that purpose, and that is
eometimes beyond the means of the man with
little or no capital. I should like to sec a
system of peasant proprietorship established—
a system which would result in the establish-
ment of men on farms of from 10 to 40 acres.

Mr. MorLax: That would solve the labour
problem.

Mre. MANN: Yes; that would scttle the
labour problem, and that is the only means
that I can see by which it can be settled,
because you cannot expect men to go up to
the canefields year after year to harvest
the cane unless they can get work in the
district during the slack season. Unless they
can get work during the slack scason they
will only go there if they are assured of
making a good cheque during the cutting
season. A man must carn good wages in
order to remuncrate himself for the loss
of a month at sea coming up from and re-
turning to Sydney or Melbourne. In the
Northern districts the canccutter can gener-
ally rely upon getting about six months’
work. Of course there are fimes when the
mill breaks down, and then he is idle, but
if the mill does not break down he can turn
out every day and work hard during every
hour of daylight for about six months.
realise that if we are to get men from
Sydney or Melbourne to cut cane, and we
find them work for only a few months, we

Mr. Mann.]

canegrowing
pay a big
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shall have to pay them good wages. The de-
puty leader of the Opposition spoke of what
he oalled “fancy values” put upon lands. I
could not quite make out what he meant by
that, because I recegnise clearly that if the
Government crect a mill they should put a
value on the land within that mill area
similar to the value of other lands of the
same quality in the same district. Take the
Babinda Mill, for instance. I believe it is to
be of 15,000 tons capacity. It will take a
very big sum of money to start that miil
If you ha\e 10,000 acres under cane, with an
average Crop of about 15 tons to the acre,
,\hxca is a very small quantity, the total
vield will be 150,000 tons of canc—the quan-
tity roqulud to supply the mill. If the land
is valued at, say, £2 an acre, you would
require an area from 60,000 to 10,000 acres
in order tc get the sum required to estab-
lish the mill, put down the necessary tram-
ways, and plovxde a certain sum to make
advances to growers in order to cnable them
to put their farms under crop. I would ad-
vise the Government to put on the land such
valuation as is put on similar land in the
same district. Land in a mill area may be
worth from £10 to £15 an acre, but land
outside the mill area, equally as good and
perhaps a good deal better, mav bc obtain.
able for from £2 to £4 an acre. The Go-
vernment will find that as soon as they erect
a mill the value of the land will go up
very materially, (Lnu that their security is
not so much in the land as in the men they
get on the land to grow cane for them.

Bir. ForsyrH: That is the whole risk.

Mr. MANN: I dare say the Minister for
Railways remembers what absurd values Dr.
AMaxwell put upon our cane land; he prae-
tically told the Govermsent that they had
no security at all.  As a mattor of faet, the Iand
might only be worth £2 or £3 per acre, but
the fact thut the cane wrowmg on it was in
worth £20 or £30 an acre show
not so much ﬂm land that is fhe
but the fact that there arc men

o gros
that it iz
security,

on the rmd vwho are r*xowmg the cane and

making a good living out of it, and intend
to ]x(@p on growing cane, and that is the
only security the Government can have to
redcem the mill. T confend that it is a good
security, because men will continue to grow
cane as long as the Government will take
it, and they can grow it at a profit. If the
land is thrown up and nobody will grow
cane upon it, all the land given in as se-
curity to the Gove‘mnenf would hardly be
worth anything. In Northern Quecnsland
we have only found two crops that will
pay—sugar and bananas—and if the land
has been cropped with sugar, and has be-
come to a certain cxtent exhausted, no one
would take it up for bananas, and the Go-
vernment would have the land thrown up.
The only security that the Government
could have for the mill is that if they are
willing to pay a sufficient price for the cane
they will find growers to grow cane for
them. I notice further on that the corpora-
tion—which is the Treasurer—has power to
take any cane from outside the sugar arca.
I trust they won’t put that into oneratlon
until such time as they have exhausted all
their means of getting cane within the area.

The TREASURER: There
case of necessity.

[Mr. Mann.
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Mr. MANN: I realise that, but I want
it to be understood that they will not seels
for any cane until they have exhausted th:
cane in their own area.

The TREASURER: It is cssential that the
miil must be worked at itz full capacity.

Mr. BIANN: Yes, but it may have a ten-
dency to cause people to-say, “I won’t put
my land in the mill; I won’t bisk 1 my land.”

The SecreTaRY FOR Ramwavs: If they
don’t risk their land, they won’t get a mill.

Mr. MANN: That is so. I quite realiso
the fact that they have got to risk the land,
but there is always one or two who may
hang back and not put their land in, and
thereby spoil a good scheme. We often see
in Northern Quesnsland as much as 1,830
scres of serub held by one individual, and
if there are two individuals like that, there
may be sufficient land in that block to pre-
vent a mill being worked at a profit, and I
would like it to bhe understood that 1f these
peopie do not come into the mill area the
Treasurer will not take their cane until he
has exhausted every other method of obtain-
ing a sufficient supply. The deputy leader of
‘rhb Opposﬁ'lon dealt with the clos'ng) of the
hotels in the mill areas. There iz a difference
of opinion ahout th~ wisdom of that. Per-
sonally, I agree with it, although I have
hPald ona or two mill managers say that it
is very handy to have a ‘‘pub.” at the mill
cate, brcause your mon never go away. I
they go 6 or 7 miles to a hotel, they may be
ubsent when the whistle blows to start work.

Mr. Comser: They may not have enough
money to go away.

Lir. MANN: Oh, yes; if there is a hotel
along the railway line 10 ¢r 12 miles away,
it won’t take much to induce a man to
go there who is in the habit of drinking.
But I must say that within the last three
or four years we have had a sober, steady
set of men as canecutters. (Hval, hear )
While I do not wish to bring any tempta-
tion in the way, I wish the Trcasurer to
realise that this mlght not be the good thing
he thinks it is. However, it is an O‘(p@[‘b
ment which I sincerely hope will be a very
great succags.

The TREASURER:
success.

Mr. MANN: There is another hotel at
Harvey Creek which ought to be closed as
well as that at Babinda, because this hotel
will be in the mill area, and I think it would
be unfair to close one and leave the other
out. With the hon. member for Herbert, I
believe the Government should pay com-
pensation in this case, because it is a special
case, but I do ndt believe in money com-
pensatlon when we come %o deal with liquor
generally. But in this case two hotelkeepers
are to have their licenses taken away, and I
think it is only fair for the Government to
give ample compensation for the loss of
what may have been a lucrative business.

The SECRETARY FOorR RaILwavs: It will not
be the Government which will pay cem-
pensation, but the mill area.

Mr. MANN: I understand. I wish also
to support the hon. member for Herbert and
the hon. member for Townsville in their con-
tention that the period of repayment is too
short. Everyone who has had anything to
do with sugar-mills will realise that it takes
some years for the mill to be able to work

It will be a very great
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up to its full capacity. It takes a lot of
time and money to get an area of land under
cane. In the Babinda district I know one
grower who has spent as much as £40 an
acre on his land already, and th: Govern-
ment can quite clearly understand that ihat
grower ab least will not be in a positicn to pay
back anything to the Governmeni for some
considerable time.

The SECRETARY TOR RATLWAYS:
is not the boest one there, vither.

Mr. MANN: No; his crop is not the best
one there. I quite realise that that grower
wiil have a loss on that crop, and he can
only recoup himself if his cane ratoons well,
and he gets a cutting the third, fourth, or
fifth time; but if he spends £4( an acre on
the cane crop and it gets lost through floods
or grubs, then the growor is in a very unfor-
tunate position indeed, and is clearly unablo
to pay back the Government for intercst
and redemption. f was pleased to hear what
tho hon. member for Townsville said, because
I think the same thing, that to allow a
peried--—

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber has exhausted the time allowed by the
Standing Order.
 Mr. MANK: I would like an extension of
time.

Mr. MULLAN : I move that the hon. men-
ber for Cairns be further heard.

The SPEAKER: Ths question is—That
the hon. membor for Cairns be allowed a
further extension of time.

His crop

Question put and passed.

Mr. MANN: I won't trespass much longer
on the good will of the House, but I wan:
to impress on the Government the cdosi
ness of extending the period of repayment.
It will take Tive years before the iill is
working up to its full capacity. There may
be a strike, which I hope will never happeun
again; but it may happen, and it would be
very unfortunate if the growers had fo pay
back the interest to the Government if they
were unable to harvest the crop. I think we
should allow a period of five years; collect
nothing for the first three jears, and then
allow them anotfier two years if required.
If the millowners or the landowners wers
desirous that there should be no repayment
owing to unforeseen circumstances, the Go-
vernment should not insist on any repaj-
ment for five years during the currency of
the loan—that is, three years at first, and
two years during the rest of the period that
they could get a remission of the payment
for the time being if it is so desired. I
thank the House for the hearing I have
received. I am pleased to support the Biil,
and I trust that the Treasurer will accept
amendments in the direction indicated by th~
hon. members for Townsville, Herbert, and
myself. (Hear, bear!)

Mr. WHITE (Musgrave): While 1 believe
the Bill is a good one, I do not think it is
by any means a perfect Bill, and T will have
a good deal to say when the Bill gets into
Committee. The commission have brought in a
very exhaustive report, but I do not agree with
everything said in that report, and the re-
commendations of the commission. I think
the central mills have done more to populate
the districts of Queensland than anything else.
A great deal has been done by them to create
gettlement in the district I have the honour to
represent, and a great deal has been done in
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the North. Whea I was travelling in the
North recently, I was met by many people
wwho wanted central mills, and in many places
the land where the central mill was wanted
belonged to large corporations already, and
1 do think, if the Government are going to
erect central mills—if they are going to in-
crease the value of the land-—they should first
resume the land and then iet it out in small
areas from 40 to 50 acres, as suggested by the
hon. member for Townsville, and have it put
under intense cultivation. That is the omly
thing that will make these mills a success. If
vou reserve the land, or take Crown lands, the
increased value of the land, owing to the erec-
tion of a mill, will almost pay for the entire
cost of the mill and the tramways. This would
be a very gcod principle to establish, and it
would enable the mills to start on a betier
footing, and ensble the growers to start on a
fair and equitable basis if they had not to pay
so much for the land. The hon. member for
Cairns stated that anyone who goes into the
townships cor on to the land should only get
the amount expended on the land in the way
of improvements and the original valuation.
I do not agree with that, for this reason: The
men who went on to that land in the early
days have suffered all the hardships and have
gone through the trying period of early settle-
ment, and they should be entitled to the
fruits of their labour, and sell the land at the
best price thev can get for it,

Mr. ManNxN: What about the land on
Babinda?
Mr. WHITE: As far as Babinda land is

concerned, I certainly would not give a mill
at all to the Babinda people.

MMy, ManN: Why?

Mr. WHITE: For the reason that a great
deal of that land is held by large owners of
jand, and unless the Government is going ta
resume that land at a reasonable price and let
it out again at a reasonable price, I do not
think a mill should be built at Babinda Creek
at all. When that proposal comes before the
House I infand to oppose it. A suitable place
for a mill is on the Inkerman Estate, where the
land absolutely belongs to the Crown. It
would be a good thing for settlement if two
mills were erected at Inkerman and the land
let out in small areas of from 40 to 100 acres.
That would help thos:e pcople, and the mill
should be under joint management, as sug-
gested by the hon. member for Townsville.
Coming to the Bill, T do not sec anything in it
where the farmers ava to guarantee a certain
amount of cane land—sufficient cane to keep
the mills in full work. I think the Govern-
ment should be protected. The deputy leader
of the Opposition spoke of the variation in
the price paid for cane. The variation in the
price of the cane is caused very often owing
to_the small amount of cane supplied. If the
mill has a particularly good year and there is
plenty of cane, then they can afford to pay a
Ligh price. I remember one year at Gin Gin
the cane was paid for at about 7s. per ton,
and the cost of producing the sucar for the
year was £21 a ton of sugar, and they were
only getting £11 for it. That is a case where
it would not pay, and if a mill of 40,000 or
100,000 tons capacity has only a small supply
of cane, then certainly they would not be
able to pay a big price for the cane. Thers
is another matter I would like to mention,
and that is In reference to the accommoda-
tion-houses that have to be provided by the
corporation. I am rather inclined to think,

Mr. White.]
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as a member knowing what sugar-mills are,
that the idea of doing away with liquor of all
kinds, perhaps, will not act as well as the
Treasurer expects it to. I remember reading
about the corporation of Mancheiter who were
erecting waterworks right away back in the
Welsh mountains, and ther had great trouble
owing to the hotels there. They shut up all
the hotels but one, and the men had o go
acress a creek to get to the place, and they
had very great difficulty in getting back, and
instead of having accommodation-houses with
absolutely no liquor, they allowed the ac-
commodation-housss to let a man, after his
hard day’s work with the pick and shovel,
wet one glass of beer or one glass of spirits,
but not any more. The men were absolutely
satisfied, and there was not a single man wha
went to that place who was not pleased he had
gone there, and felt very much better when
he went away, owing to the temperance prin-
cipl#s. If the accommodation-houses are to
bo run by the Government it might be a good
plan to allow the men to have one glass of
beer at night before geing to bed. Have a
separate reading-room attached, where the
men could get a glass of beer, have a pipe,
and read, and I believe such a system would
work successfully.

Mr. Brinees: What size glass?  (Laugh-

ter.)

Mr. WHITE: I think the suggestion is
worth the consideration of the Minister, be-
cause I think it would be much better, and the
management of the mill would have a much
better opportunity of carrying on this work
sucoessfully if this system were adopted. The
question of the price of cane has come up in
the House. I was just looking up the speech
of the hon. member for Bowen and taking out
the figures. I must congratulate that hon.
member on the very able speech he made on
the question, but I think he made some rather
egregious blunders in regard fo the cost of the
cane.

The SPEAKER : Order! The hon. member
will not be in order in referring to the ques-
tion of a State refinery.

Mr. WHITE: I was replying to the state-
ment made by the deputy leader of the Op-
position, that this Government should go in
for a State refinery, and I thought I would
be perfectly justified in bringing in the
figures I have in regard to that, because in
my opinion no State refinery could be sue-
cessfully carried on by the Treasurer when
the Federal Government have absolute con-
trol of the import duties, and also control
the wages that should be paid in the cane-
fields. I will not take up the time of the
House in going into these figures, as T might
have an opportunity of getting them in on
another oceasion. There are at least one or

two mills that I intend to oppose

[9pm.] if they come forward, hecause I

) believe in the principle of cen-
tral mills, because I believe that if these cen-
tral mills are conducted, as the hon. member
for Townsville said, by a joint hoard it will
give these men an interest in the mills. I
believe in the Government appointing the
general manager of the mill and not the
farmers.

The TreasurRer: Joint boards have not
been a success in Queensland in the majority
of cases. Take the harbour boards, for in-
stance. M

[Mr. White.
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AMr. WHITE: But the controlling of those
{vards is not in the hands of the Govern-
ment, but in the hands of the members of
the bhoards. In this case the controlling
power will be in the hands of the Govern-
ment, and they will appoint a manager. In
clause 27 I notice that it says that at the
cnd of the period the farmers can take over
the mill, and there 1s a strange provision
which sels out that in the event of mno com-
pany being formed and taking over the mill
within two years then the Government can
conte in and sell the whole of the assets
and keep the meney itself.

The TressURER : There must be some provi-
sion like that, though it is unlikely to be
used.

Hon. R. Pumr: That will never occur.

The TREASURER: No; it will never occur.

Mr. WHITE: It seems a strange provi-
sion, thoush I do ncot think it likely that a
company will not be formed.

The TrReasvrer: If the mill is paid fer, a
company will be formed all right.

Mr. WHITE: I agree with the hon. mem-
ber for Townsville that four mills should be
allowed for, the mills to go without paying
any interest and redewption, and then they
should be allowed to pay it off in twenty
vears. 1 think the peried of repayment sct
by the Minister is quite right. The pericd
should be as short as possible to pay off the
mill, because we may have some visitation
of grubs or other vermin in the North that
would annihilate the sugar industry, and |
think that the sooner the Government get
clear of responsibility the better. After tic
first four years I think that a mill that can-
not pay the interest and redemption ret down
—&£8 Jis. 8d. for every £L100—must be very
Ladly managed indeed.

The 7TreasvrEr: The payments
commence till 1913.

Mr. WHITE: Under the old Sugar Works

do not

Act there was no payment to be made for

the firet two years.

Hon. R. Prip: We found that was too
S00M.

Mr. WHITE: The c¢rux of the difficulty
was that two years was not sufficient. I
believe that if this period were increased to
four yeers it would give them a better start.
They could extend their tramways in that
time. The Government will find that if they
do not do this they will have to advance
more money for the equipment of the mill
and tramways. That is the history of the
old mills, whether private mills, Government
mills, or central mills. = The extension of
tramways, unforescen expenditure, and im-
provements all come in the first four years,
and I hope that the Minister will agree to
allow the first four vears.

Hon. R. Pump: That is peculiar to all
new enterprises.

Mr. WHITE: Yes. I hope the Treasurer
will accept an amendment in that direc-
tion, which I trust will be proposed by the
senior member for Townsville.

Mr. CORSER (Maryborough): I have also
great pleasure in complimenting the Trea-
surer on this Bill. T think that it is a
very good Bill, though probably in Com-
mittee there will be some amendments which
will improve 1t. I have no objection, like
some hon. members have, to that clause in
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reference to no licenses being granted. 1
am pleased to be able to assist in giving
the Treasurer an opportunity of testing
this question and seeing how it pans out.
Some commencement of this kind will have
to be made some time, and it is perhaps
better to start here. I am not one of those
who wish to extend the time for repayment
over sixteen years. I do not agree with the
senior member for Townsville in his com-
parison with what was done in years past,
when the first central mill was established.
At that time we did not have the whole of
Australia as a market, as we have now, and
we have now better machinery and more
information as to the growing and manu-
facture of sugar than we had then. I do
dot think we should make such a great
difference between the different agricultural
industries. In connection with the farmers’
other productions we have the Agricultural
Bank, in which the farmers seek assistance,
and they have to pay 5 per cent. interest
from the start if they borrow any money.
They do not have to pay any redemption
for the first five years, but they have to
pay interest, and I am not one of those to
let four or five years elapse under the Sugar
Works Act during which no interest will be
charged. I do not believe in the distinction
between two classes of the agricultural in-
dustry. Then again, something has been
salid about the difference in price that has
been paid by the various central sugar-mills.
One must take into consideration that all
mills cannot pay the same price for sugar-
cane, because, even with the price they are
paying, they are hardly able to meet their
own engagements. Then with regard to the
cane growing on the highlands and the
lowlands, it is not so much whether the
cane is grown on high or low land as the
thickness of the crop. On the lowlands the
ground is very much richer and yields a
very much heavier crop, hence the density
is not so high. We know that the density
is not taken from the ground but from the
atmosphere. We had the experience again
and again at Pialba of being paid the
highest price for cane on analysis owing to
the fact that it was lighter than in other
scrub districts. There is another mattor we
should consider before launching out into
too many central mills. Last year, accord-
ing to statistics prepared by Mr. Weedon,
I find that we manufactured in Australia
210,000 tons of sugar. The requirement of the
whole of the Commonwealth is, I think, about
220,000 tons. We can only account for about
107 Ib. for each adult that we may increase
in_population. It appears to me that the
private mills are likely to be constructed.
Take Drysdale Brothers, for instance, with
a new mill of 15,000 tons capacity, and
another new mill is talked about, and I
believe is likely to be built near Mackay,
with a capacity of 10,000 tons, and if we go
on at this rate we will very soon produce
a great deal more than we can consume in
the Commonwealth.

Mr. HARDACRE: What will you do then?
Mr. CORSER: I consider the man who

advocates over-production an enemy to the
industry, because it is quite clear that when
more is grown than can be consumed in the
Commonwealth it will mean a distinct loss of
£7 per ton on the sugar produced in Queens-
land. The loss cannot be passed on to anyone
else but the producer. The manufacturers
will have to pool their loss, and they, in their
turn, will pass it on to the grower.

1911—2¢

117 Avcust.]

-of the State.

Sujar Works ill. 609

Mr. HARDACRE: Automatically the growers
will stop growing it if it does not pay them

Myr. CORSER: They cannoi stop growing
it when it does not pay without rendering the
asset of the Treasurer so much less in value.
At the present time we have no less than
£377,867 19s. 3d. invested in central mills in
tueensland, and when we know that some of
ithose mills are not paying interest now, we
must take care that we do not bring into
existence more mills, and render that state of
affairs worse than it is at the present time. I
am quite prepared to admit that these central
mills should not be erected in any other part
of Queensland than the North, for the reason
that we want population in that part of the
State. As far as one can gather from visiting
the North—on the seaboard, at any rate—-
nothing else can be grown at a profit except
cane, and it is essential, in the interests of
defence, that we should place as many white
men as we possibly can in the Northern part
I was pleased to hear the re-
marks of the hon. member for Cairns as to the
way in which he would suggest settling the
labour we require in the Northern part of
Queensland and elsewhere for the purpose of
harvesting’ the cane crop. At present not
only is the wesglth that is produced in the
State taken out of it by these people who
belong to other States, but, what is worse,
their families reside in those States, and we
are not only losing £1 5s. per capita for the
labourers themselves, but for their wives and
families. All that money would be retained
here if we could find, as suggested by the
hon. member for Cairns, some work for them
to do, either for themselves or for somebody
else, during the off season., There is another
matter that I hope the Treasurer will not lose
sight of, and that is that when these mills
are to be constructed, however many they may
be, they will be manufactured in Queensland.
It is admitted by those who are engaged in
the sugar industry that sugar machinery can
be manufactured just as well, if not better,
in Queensland, and the difference in cost be-

‘tween the imported and the locally manufac-

tured article is very little indeed. The local
article also has this undoubted advantage:
that when there is a breakdown the patterns
of all the parts are in the hands of local firms,
and the broken parts can be easily and speedily
replaced. Although the average deficit for
the last six years has been stated at 40,000
tons, it must be remembered that during that
period we have had one very bad season. In
our own districts there was a loss of 50 per
cent. that year owing to the most severe frost
that has been known in twenty years. Al-
though I do not wish in the slightest degree
to discourage the construction of more mills
to supply sufficient sugar for the requirements
of the Commonwealth, I certainly do not wish
to be one to take part in the construction of
more mills if their construction means the
production of more sugar than can be con-
sumed in the Commonwealth. It would be
bad business to do that. The Treasurer is &
cool, calm, capable man, and I feel sure that
he will bear this in mind when ordering the
vurious mills. Then, again, I think we should
get some assurance from the Federal Govern-
ment that there will be no more threats—and
that those threats will not be put into execu-
tion—in connection with the breaking down
of the duty on sugar. I do not fear anything
on that score about New Guinea, because 1.
do not think the people of Australia would for
one moment consider .it advisable to allow
sugar to-be grown and manufactured by black

Mr.Corser.}
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labour in New Guinea when black labour is
withheld from those engaged in the industry
in Queensland. DBut I sec that the Federal
Government have it in their power to tamper
with the duty on spgar, and I realise that
there arc a great number of people in the
Southern States who have very little sym-
pathy indeed with the growers of sugar-cane
mn the North of Queensland. It is therefore
necessary that every care should be taken in
that dicection before we launch out into any
very large cxpenditure in this direction.

Mr. BRENNAN (Rockhampton North): In
common with other hon. members who have
spoken, I compliment not merely the Trea-
surer but the Governmeut on the introduction
of this Bill. It must be highly gratifying to
the Ministry to find that not only members on
this side, but also the deputy leader of the
Opposition, have spoken so favourably of the
measure. The speech of the deputy leader of
the Opposition and also the report of the Royal

Commission would lead most people to imagine

that from Mackay north is the orly home of
sugar in Queensland. Now, it is a fact that in
the Central distriet there are very large areas
of land suitable for the growth of sugar-cane.
In my own district there are large areas of
such land. At Yeppoon twenty years ago
there were 1,200 acres under cane, and the
average yield was 40 ions per acre,

The SPEAKER: Order! 1 must ask hon.
members to converse in lower tones if they
wish to converse. The hon. member for
North Rockhampton does not speak in a
loud tone, and I have some difficulty in
hearing him,

Mr. BRENNAN: Unfortunately for the
Central district there was the labour trouble
coupled with the difficulty -of transit. Now
there can be no trouble either in connection
with labour or with transit.

An OpposirioN MEMBER: There used to be
black labour.

Mr. BRENNAN: Black labour is done
away with now. At that time there was a
difficulty in getting to a market; but now
we have railway communication. There are
several places in the Cenftral district suit-
able for sugar-growing: and in Reckhampton
there is an cffort being made by the people
to start a company and build a mill of their
own; but I do not see why the Government
should not give us a central mill there. As
some members have said already, the com-
mission have been too conservative in their
recommendations, and have placed too much
faith on the statements made by a repre-
sentative of the Colonial Sugar Refining
Company. Our district seems to have been
ignored altogether, and I make these ro-
marks that the Treasprer may understand
that the Central district expects it shall not
he overlooked in this matter of sugar-mills.

OprosiTioON MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. RYLAND (Gympie): I must say that
this Bill is an improvement on existing legis-
lation in regard to sugar-mills; at the same
time, I would like to see the principle carried
out more fully than is proposed in the Bill.
We should be guided by the weakness of
past legislation, and I think the experience
of the past showed one great weakness, which
was ably dealt with three years ago when the
question of central mills was under considera-
tion.. It was then agreed that they should
be put under the direct control of the Go-
vernment, the Hon. the Treasurer being made
a corporation for that purpose. The word

[Mr. Corser.
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““ gorporation” is contained in this Bill, and
it practically means the Treasurer. Con-
sidering our experience in the past, I think it
would be much better if the Government,
in building mills under this measure, were
to build them as State mills to be worked
by the Government and kept under Govern-
ment coutrol, and not allowed to go into
the hands of companies.

The PreMizr: There are safeguarding pro-
visions that will apply to the mills when
they get into the hands of companies.

Mr. RYLAND: I admit that there are
safeguards here that were not put into
previous Aects; still I think that it would be
better for these mills to be erected and
run as State mills. It has already been
said that sixteen vears is a very short
time in which to pay off the money ad-
vanced.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILwAYS: That dates
from the completion of the mill—from the
time it is ready to crush cane.

Mr. RYLAND: That means that they
will have to repay £8 1lls. 8d. per cent.
interest and redemption, which will be a
very heavy expense on the canegrowers.

The SECRETARY FOR RaILways: They will
have the mill in the end. It is their profits
on the cane that will buy the mill.

Mr. RYLAND: They may not own the
mill.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: They must
in the end.

Mr. RYLAND: They may not he able
to accomplish it.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
not be afraid of that.

You need

Mr. RYLAND: If there is a run of bad
seasons the small man working 30 or 40
acres of his own will be crushed out, and
the small farms will go into the larger
holdings; and at the end of the time these
mills, instead of belonging to what may be
called a lot of peasant propriejors growing
cane on their own land, will be in the hands
of four or five large owners of land.

The PremiER: No.

Mr. RYLAND: And these men may be
renting farms to men working on halves,
or some other system. There 1s nothing in
the Bill to stop the aggregation of farms.

The PREMIER: It‘provides that they cannot
get more than 5 per cent. on their invest-
ment.

Mr. RYLAND : I do not attach any weight
to that argument. I am against the wages
system altogether. T am against men living
on a piece of land away from a mill—a

piece of land on which they can-
[9.30 p.m.] not make a living—so that they

may be handy when they are re-
quired to cut cane. Our object should not
be to settle men in that way, but to settle
them on an area on which they can make a
living. We should not give a man a piece
of land merely to bind him to the place
where his services may be required during
the eutting season. That is about the worst
position we could place any man in.

The SEcRETARY FOR RaiLways: Those who
have workers’ homes do not say so.
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Mr. RYLAND.:: They do. That system is
condemned in Ireland, and the agitation there
is for a living area.
man living in a two-roomed house, with half
an acre of land attached? What is the use
of giving a man here 4 or 5 acres of
land on which he cannot grow anything?
Yet that is the idea that we have heard pro-
pounded in connection with this Bill. I have
seen some of the areas which have been
allotted to men in the Isis district. They
were on a barren ridge, and I said to some
of the sugar-workers, “That land will not
grow cane.” They said that it would not
grow cane. Apparently it was not de-
sired that those workers should grow cane,
but simply to provide them with a picce
of land which would keep them in the dis-
trict where their services could be utilised
in canecuting. I hold that a man should
be given an area sufficient to make a living
on. That is what I adwocated in connec-
tion with the central mills over thirty years
ago. I wrote letters at that time advocating
the establishment of State mills and State
refineries, and settling men on areas of 30
or 40 acres, or whatever area was required
to make a living on, so that they could cul-
tivate their own land and not have (o work
for wages. Sugar is a crop which exhausts
the land, but if there is a rotation of crops,
the strength of the land will be renewed,
and men cultivating land in that way, in-
stead of getting a job at canecutting for a
few months of the year, would have work
all the year round. I am against the wages
system entirely, and am just as anxious to
do away with wagesdom as some men were
anxious years ago to-de away with serfdom and
slavedom. I wish to-see a system inaugurated
under which men will be able to acquire land
of their own, establish homes for themselves,
each man being able to sit down “under his
own vine and fig-tree, none daring to make
him afraid.” But that will not be accom-
plished under this Bill. 'This measure pro-
poses a sort of arrangement under which
in sixteen or twenty years the mills will be-
come the property of men holding large
areas of land. The result will be that the
mill will become a proprietary mill, owned
possibly by half the men who are supply-
ing cane to it. Why not have a State mill?
Why not keep it a State mill? The late
Premier told us on one oceasion that it was
@ great mistake that the Government allowed
the central mills to go out of their control.
T have been looking for the passage in Han-
sard, but have not found it so far. I believe,
however, that I could find it if T had another
ten minutes to search for the speech. The
hon. member for Townsville, Mr. Philp,
stated that the mills which are under the
direct control of the Treasurer at the pre-
sent_time were not in a pesition to pay as
good prices for cane as the other mills were
paying. How could they be in as good a
position as the other mills? Anyone who
knows anything about the matter knows that
some of those mills were built in districts
where they should not have been built, and
that their management was unsatisfactory.
But what happened when the mills werc
worked by the Government? As soon as the
Nambeur Mill came under the direct control
of the Treasurer it became a paying con-
cern. Then the shareholders came along,
and got the mill into their own hands again.

Mr. O’SuLLivan: After the Government
got them out of the mire.

[17 Avewsr.]
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Mr. RYLAND: Exactly; after the Go-
vernment got them out of the mire. There
are four mills at the present time under the
control of the Government, and those are
the mills which went from bad to worse
under the directorship of the shareholders—
that is, the owners of the land. They ap-
pointed their own directors. Look at the
position they are in! It is doing far better
now. DBut then they expect that that should
pay as well as other mills that are better
manned. I think we were hardly justified in
building a mill at Gin Gin, considering the
land and everything else. There was fur
better land up North. In the first place,
Gin Gin is subject to frost, and the best
land—the low-lying land in the area that
runs along the lower banks of the Burnett—
which is splendid country, gives the lowest
density of any sugar grown in Queensland.
The Secretary for Railways will admit that,
and practically it is hardly suitable land at
all for a sugar-mill. These mills which the
Governmeni have now counld not be made to
pay under the old management; and then
they do not give as good a price for cane
as the other private mills. T think that they
are doing very well. The evidence is all in
favour of Government . control.- I say the
Government mills do pay a better price
for the cane than the Colonial Sugar Refin-
ing Company. A central mill gives from
3s. to 6s. a ton more than the -Colonial
Sugar Refining Company.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You are
quite mistaken.

Mr. RYLAND: I am not. The prices
have been published in the Press. I am
entirely in favour of the Government build-
ing the mills and running them themselves.
As regards the point raised by the hon.
member for Cairns—the question of the Go-
vernment resuming the land at the present
values—if Jand speculation was practised I
do not think it will be practicable o resume
the land afterwards; it should be resumed
before. If vou follow my line of reasoning
there would be no land speculation, because
the Government would own the mill, and they
would always have control of the land and
working of the mill. I think these mills will
never be a success unless something is done in
connection with the refining of sugar. Our
mills in some cases turn out valuable sugar,
but it won’t fetch a good market price with-
out having to send it on to the Colonial
Sugar Refining monopoly. According to the
returns the Colonial Sugar Refining Com-
pany makes a net profit of over £4 a ton
n connection with it. (Government laugh-
ter.) Could many industries pay like that?
The Government should have a State refin-
ery to treat sugar in connection with these
mills, so that the sugar could be placed
on the market without having to go throug
the hands of such a monopoly. Another
thing in connection with these mills: If the
Government have State mills I want to see
something done in the way of fair wages
and hours in connection with the industry.

The SEORETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The wages
boards must prevail.

Mr. RYLAND: What is our experience
of the determinations of the wages boards?
We have no data; they may be right or
they may be wrong. Last week they made
one determination. They summoned them-
selves to come and alter it inside a fort-
night; they may come together again within
a month and give another determination.

Mr. Ryland.]



612 Sugar Works Bifl.

We have had no experience for any length
of time of the wages boards as regards the
sugar industry. 1 have not much faith in
the wages boards.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You would
not have faith in the angel Gabriel.

Mr. RYLAND: I would go in for a wages
board to-morrow for any industry in Queens-
land, if you will let me appoint a chair-
man. {Laughter.)  That is just the weak-
ness in connection with wages boards.
remember some hon. gentlemen who were
prepared to hand over everything to the
wages boards—— )

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. RYLAND: Yes, I will pass on.
{Laughter.) At the same time we do not
expect to get everything righted by wages
boards under existing .conditions; but I
think we should provide, seeing the State
is going to find the money, that the workers
should be protected. I notice that the appli-
cation for a mill must come from a ma-
jority of the owners and occupiers in the
areas of cane planted, and must represent
a majority in acreage of the land. I do
not know if there is any machinery pro-
vided by which this is to be carried out by
ballot or not. Provision is also made that
anyone may object. It is only quite right
that men in the area who do not want a
mill should be in a position to object to it.
A provision with regard to accommodation-
houses comes in here. It may be all right,
but at the same time it only refers to pro-
vision for the employees working at the
mill, .as far as I can see. I think in con-
nection with the housing and accommoda-
tion of mill hands, it is just as good to
be part or parcel of the mills, if the Go-
vernment keeps them under their control. As
has been advocated by the deputy leader of the
Opposition, that accommodation should be
provided at these mills. 1 know that at
some of the mills there was a dearth of

accommodation even for the employees
working at the mills. At one of the central
mills which came within my experience,

there was practically no accommodation. In
cne case, the enginmeer had no accommo-
dation, and the manager built two or three
houses himself near the mill, and rented
these houses to the employees. 1 was talking
to the manager at the time—a very good man,
for whom I have the greatest esteem—and
I said to him, ‘‘Don’t you think there is a
weakness here in connection with this
matter? You rent these houses and are get-
ting a fair rent from these employees, and
you are the manager of the mill. Don’t you
think it might bias you in some way, or there
might be room for suspicion that you, as a
Government servant, in getting a fair rent
from these employees, might be influenced in
giving a better wage than they are entitled
to?’  “ Well,” he said, “I did it simply to
meet a want. These men had not accommoda-
tion, and I built the houses on my own re-
sponsibility, and the primary object was not
to get a profit out of them, but to provide
accommodation for the good servants and
employees of the mill” “Well,” I said,
“This is a weakness,” and it was not very
long afterwards I saw in the newspapers that
those houses were disposed of, and I under-
stand it was because of what I had said to the
manager about him being in a false position.
T think the Government, in building these
mills, should provide accommodation-houses
for the employees, and not put the manager

[Mr. Byland.
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or anyone else in a false position. As regards
making up any deficiency, 1 see 2 rate is to

be strack on the unimproved value of the

land. I think in striking a rate, that rate
should only be struck on the enhanced value
that is produced by the erection of the mill,
and there is no mistake, from what we have
heard to-night and from what I know, that we
will enormously enhance the value of the lands.
As the hon, member for Cairns said, land that
was only worth £2 or £3 an acre, as soon as
s mill was built and the land was brought
into touch by a tramway, it was worth £15 to
£20 an acre. Therefore, we have an 1ncrea§ed
Yalue from £12 to £18 an acre, and 1 think
the enhanced value should be the value on
which the rate should be struck. I think if
the Minister will give this question a_little
thought he will see it will be an injustice to
tax a man for an advantage he did not get,

_while you let the other man who reaps the

advantage go untaxed. We know, in connec-
tion with our railways, a grave injustice 18
being done by levying the tax in the beneﬁte;d
area upon the value of the land before the rail-
way was built. It should be confined to the
enhanced value, and it should be equally so
when making up the deficiency or paying for
the erection of these mills. There is one thing
in connection with the orinciple of construct-
ing the mills. I see it is five years before
interest is charged.

The TREASURER: That is not in the Bill.

Mr. RYLAND: Is that not in the Bill?

The TREASURER: I have not seen it.

The SECRETARY ¥OR RATLWAYS: The interest
is 4 per cent.

Mr. RYLAND: It is £8 1lls. 8d. interest
and redemption. As regards appointing the
farmers as directors of the mills, I do nob
think it would be well for them to go and:
try their apprentice hands in that way, as
they know very little about the business. I
know that is one of the chief reasons for the
breakdown of the central mill system—that
they put a lot of men on the directorate who
knew nothing at all about sugar. They were the
owners of the land and farmers, and they had
enough influence to get on the directorate,
and they knew nothing about running a mi
and nothing about sugar. I do not know that
T have anything more to say. If T had time
to go though the Bill more carefully 1 dare say
T could pick out other weaknesses, and when
the Bill gets into Committee I will be ~only
too pleased to help the Treasurer to_socialise
it as much as possible. I have faith in the
Treasurer of Queensland, no matter whether
he is a Labour Treasurer or whether he is a
democratic Treasurer, or whether he is a
progressive Treasurer we have at the present
time, I am quite satisfied to trust these mills
to that Treasurer sooner than have a directo-
rate that would be elected by the owners of
the land. I have every confidence that the
Treasurer will run these mills better than any
men that can be elected by the landowners.

Mr. GUNN (Carnarvon): So far as this
debate has gone everyone has praised this
Bill more or less. They found defects In
certain clauses, but the principle has been

looked on as first rate. Everyone

[10 p.m.] has praised it up, and it has

been a sweet debate all through.
(Laughter.) Tt has been nothing but sugar.
1t is sugar-plums in your mouth all the time,
judging by what everyone has said about
the Bill. Everyone is well pleased with the
Bill, and the Treasurer may be congratu-
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lated on the exccllent features it contains.
No doubt it is a splendid Bill for our sugar-
growers and for the settlement of our waste
lands along the coastal districts of Queens-
land, and I hope it will be the means of
settling people on those lands. At the same
tumne, we must look at it from a careful point
of view. I am afraid that the Minister’s
heart is bigger than his head. (Laughter.)
He wishes to benefit the sugar-growers at
the expense of the rest of the State. There
is no doubt that the sugar industry is an
artificial industry. It is a bolstered up in-
dustry, and lives only by protection, and
Queenslanders—and I am one among the
number—are willing to pay more for their
sugar so as to encourage sugar-growing in
Queensland. This industry is controlled by
the Commonwealth of Australia. What about
the people of Meclbourne and Sydney, where
there arc millions of people who have to
pay more for their sugar for the benefit cf
Queensland sugar?

The PreMIER: They do not have to pay
more. It is just the same. The only dif.
ference is that the duty is £6 per ton instead
of £5.

Mr. GUNN: If we had no duty we would
have cheaper sugar.

Mr. LexNon: And if we had no duty on
ijam we would have cheaper jam.

Mr. O’SurLLivan: And we would be down
to the dead level of the Asiatic.

Mr. GUNN: There is no duty on tea, and
that is cheaper.

Mr. LexNON: It is no cheaper than it was
before.

The SPEAKER : Order! These continued
interjections, coming from all over the Cham-
ber, are disorderly, and I must ask members
{0 cease from interjecting.

HonNoURABLE MruBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. GUNN: It was only the other day
that one of the Federal Ministers suggested
that it would be advisable to erect sugar-
works in New Guinea. That sugar would
come in and compete with the sugar in
Queensland and compete with the mills we
are aboutb to ercct. .

Mr. LennoN: That would suit you, as you
would get cheaper sugar.

Mr. GUNN: What about the poor little
children in Sydney and Melbourne who stand
outside the lolly-shops licking the windows
and not able to get the lollies because of the
sugar being so dear? (Laughter.) How
pleased they must be that there is a duty
on sugar! We must think of other people
besides ourselves. There are many people
in the Southern States who would be glad to
get cheap sugar, even if it is grown by black
people in New Guinea. Members of the
Federal Parliament suggest that this might
be done, and there is no reason why it might
not be done. The sugar industry is sup-
ported so far by the Federal duty and the
Federal Government, so why do not the
Federal Government take a hand in the
erection of these central mills?

Mr. FErrICKS: Because you refused to give

them the power on the 26th of April Ilast.
{Hear, hear!)

Mr. GUNN: Apparently they have the
power to erect sugar-mills in New Guinea.
Is not that a dependency of Australia?

(17 Aveusr.]
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Mr. FERBICES: You refused to sllew them
to control trade and commerce.

Mr. GUNN: If they have the power to
erect mills in New Guinea, they have the
power to erect mills in Queensland. (Hear,
hear!) I have seen copies of Mr. Hughes’s
and Mr. Bamford’s speeches, and they said
they would grow sugar in New Guinea and
dump it into Queensland, just as we grow
sugar in Queensland and dump it into New
South Wales and Victoria. I hope that this
matter will turn out as well as the Treasurer
wishes it will. 1 wish everyone success in
connection with it, but I point out that it
savours too much of spoon-feeding. We are
always apt to “sool” on the Government
to spend money instead of saving it.

Mr. LesnoN: You were advocating the
cultivation of the rabbit the other night.
(Laughter.)

Mr. GUNN: It was the cultivation of
the opossum that I was advocating and not
the rabbit. (Laughter.) It was in answer
to an interjeciion from the hon. member
that I said I believed in one man one rabbit.
(Laughter.) The cultivation of sugar is a
very laudable thing, but we must remember
that once the cultivation of sugar overtakes
the consumption in Australia we shall have
to stop. We shall not be able to supply
the outer world with sugar when we over-
take the Australian demand, and we shall
then have to do something else with our
sugar. I do not know what we will do
with it unless we turn it into rum. (Laugh-
ter.) We will have an excise duty on it
then. I do not see how we can turn it
into rum either, because there is a Liquor
Bill coming along under which all the ¢ pubs.”
will be shut. (Laughter.) :

Mr. Forgy: Feed the ’possums with it.
(Laughter.)

Mr. GUNN: I do not know that ’possums
are fond of sugar, but I believe they are.
I must say that the duty on sugar has been
a great thing for the States, because the
sugar is much superior to what it was in
the early days. I remember when the sugar
came from Mauritius, and it was a vo .
inferior article. It used to ooze out of the
bags when they brought it out, and it was
a common thing to see treacle coming out
of the bags. You would often pick up a
lump like a cockroach. In fact, we called
them ‘‘cockroaches,”” and it was often said
that if a man had some ‘“post and rail
tea’’ and some ¢ cockroaches’ he could live
anywhere. (Laughter.) In considering the
spending of so much public money, we must
remember that the Federal Government might
step_in and ruin the sugar industry. I sin-
cerely hope they will not do it, but if the
Federal Government take away the duty the
whole thing will fall to the ground.

Mr. FoieEy: You would get your cheap
sugar then. }

Mr. GUNN: Members do not take me
seriously, although I am quite serious, and
we never know the time when- it will be
interfered with by Federal legislation.

Mr. FORSYTH (Moreton): 1 beg to
move the adjournment of the debate.

Question put and passed.

The resumption of the debate was made
an Order of the Day for Tuesday next.

The House adjourned at ten minutes past
10 o'clock.

M. Forsyth.]





