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510 Questions. [ARSEMBLY.] Questions. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

TUESDAY, 15 AUGUST, 1911. 

The SPEAKER (Ron. \\-. D. Armstrong, 
Lockyer) took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

DISTINGUISHED VISITORS. 

The SPEAKER: There being present two 
members of the British House of Commons­
Mr. Richard Hazelton, member for North 
Galway, and Mr. \Villiam Archer Redmond 
member for East Tyrone-! have extended t,; 
them your co.urtesy of offering them seats on 
the dais. 

HONOURABLE ::\1EMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

PAPERS. 

The following papers, laid on the table, 
were ordered to be printed:-

RepOTt of the secretary to the Commis­
sioner for Railways upon his tour 
abroad. 

Return in acco.rdance with section 9 of 
the Mining Machinery Advances Act 
of 1906. 

QUESTIONS. 

SuRvEY OF ToLGA-JOHNSTONE TO l'I1ILLA 
MILLA RAILwAY. 

Mr. MANN (Cairns) asked the Secretarv for 
Railways- · 

"1. When does he anticipate that the suney 
of the continuation of the Tolga-Johnstone 
Rail wilY to Milia Milla will be completed? 

" 2. If completed before the end of the pre­
sent session, will he ask the House to sanction 
the construction of the said extension during 
this session? '' 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Ron. W. T. Paget, Jlfackay) replied-

" 1 and 2. The proposed route being covered 
with heavy scrub, and the country difficult, 
the trial survey will not be completed before 
the close of the session." 

AccoMMODATION AT CAIRNs CouRTHousE. 

Mr. MANN asked the Chief Secretary, for 
the Attorney-General-

" 1. Has any complaint been received by the 
Department of Justice 1~e lack of accommo­
dation at the Cairns Courthouse, the news­
paper reporters being unable to find a seat 
during court proceedings on the 28th July of 
this year? 

" 2. If no complaint has come to hand, will 
he cause inquiry to be made? 

" 3. If inquiry shows that more accommo­
dation is required, will the department take 
irn1nediate steps to provide same? " 

The PREMIER (Ron. D. F. Denham, 
Oxley) replied­

" 1. No. 
"2. Yes. 
"3. Yes." 

·woRK oN CoRDALBA RAILWAY. 

:".1r. WINSTANLEY (Charters Towers) 
asked the Secretary for Railways-

" 1. Is it a fact that work is at a standstill 
on some sections of the Cordalba Railway? 

" 2. Is he aware that the engineer not only 
refuses to put men on from the strike camp, 
but also men fro1n other districts? 

" 3. Is it a fact that he refers them to the 
adjoining sugar-mill, where the men are on 
strike? 

" 4. Is it the duty of railway engineers to 
act as labour agents? 

" 5. Will he cause inquiries to be n1alle, and, 
if the facts are as stated, put a stop to such 
1nethods ? '' 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
replied-

" 1. Na. 
" 2. The resident engineer has all the men 

he can profitably employ, as he had before the 
strike of sugar-workers con1menceU. 

"
0 No. 

"4. No. 
" G. The replies given above render further 

action unnecessary." 

STRIKE oN RAILwAY AT SELwY:ll. 

~lr. MAY (Flinders) a.sked tho Secretary 
for Railways-

" 1. Is he aware that there is a strike 
an1ongst a certain gang of naYvies (or railway 
en1plo:, ees) at Selwyn? 

"' 2. Is he av;,-:Jre that an overseer named 
).fcShc:rry ;.acked the ganger for rc_fu:.ing to 
give the 111en ordu·s to shift r:-unp twenty-five 
n1inutes before k.!.lock-oi'f tin1e, con~,~quencly the 
1nen \v,~ut on strike in support of the ganger? 

" 3. Does he not deem the men are in the 
right and justified in their action, and that the 
ganger was unju.stly sacked? 

" 4. Will he give instructions to the officer 
in charge to rein:·, tate the ganger ( Can1eron by 
nan1e), and all ,those men who went out on 
strike? 

" 5. Will he also give instructions that the 
overseer (McSherry) be reprimanded for his 
excessive zeal in ·the foregoing matter? " 



Questions. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
!replied-

" 1. Yes; there was a strike. 
" 2 and 3. No; the ganger was not dis­

~harged, but was suspended. 
"4. The ganger has been reinstated, and 

the men have resumed work. 
"5. No." 

SITE FOR TECHNICAL COLLEGE AT CAIRNS, 

Mr. MANN askBd the SecrBtary for Public 
Instruction-

" Seeing that there is grave dissatisfaction 
in Cairns in connection with the proposed site 
selected for the technical college, will he sub­
mit his proposal as modified from his prede­
cessor's to a vote of either of the following, 
.and abide by the result :-

" (a) The parents of the children attend­
ing the State school ; 

"(u) The ratepayers within the munici­
pality of Cairns; 

" (c) The parents and ratepayers com­
bined? '' 

The SECRETARY FOR 
:STRUCTION (Hon. K. l\L 
hampton) replied-

PUBLIC IN­
Grant, Rock-

" It is not intended to proceed further at 
present in regard to a site for a technical 
<!ollege at Cairns." 

LOAN TO RocKHAMPTON HARBOUR BoARD. 

Mr. FOLEY (Townsvilh), for Mr. Adamson, 
asked the Treasurer-

" 1. With regard to the recent loan granted 
to the Rockhampton Harbour Board, partly to 
dredge the southern channel in the estuary of 
the Fitzroy River, did the Government receive 
a petition fron1 certain residents of Rock­
hampton and district, asking the Government, 
before sanctioning the abandonment of the 
middle channel and the adoption of the 
southern channel, to call :for a report thereon 
by the chief officer of the Harbours and 
Rivers Departn1ent? 

« 2. Did the Government call for and obtain 
such a report? 

"3. If so, wil! the Gonrnment lay the report 
on the table of the House for the perusal of 
hon. men1bers '! " 

The TREASURER (Hon. W. H. Barnes, 
Bulimba) replied-

" 1. The petition was received. 
"2. A report from the officer concerned was 

obtained, who exprew~ed hin1self in favour of 
the south channel. 

" 3. The papers can be in pected at the 
Treasury." 

RATES OF PAY TO CARPENTERS, MouNT 

MORGAN DISTRICT. 

Mr. CRAWFORD (Fitzroy) asked the Secre­
tary for Rail ways-

" 1. Is he aware that the l\iount l\1organ 
district rate of wages for carpenters is 12s. Gd. 
per day? 

" 2. Is he aware that the rates prevailing in 
the railway construction br..tnch in that di:·t.rict 
are lOs. and lOs. Gd. per day? 

"3. \'{Hl he take steps to bring these latter 
rates up to those prevailing in the Mount 
l\1or,5an dh:.trict? " 

The SECRETAR.Y FOR RAILWAYS 
replied-

" 1. Yes ; 12s. 6d. for first-class and 11s­
.for second-class men. 

" 2. Re_,,ident engineer has three carpentGrs 
enlployed-two are receiYing lis. and one lOs. 

Questions. Hl 

" 3. Resident engineer is paying these men 
the rates he considers they are worth." 

S:rATISTICS 1'e CERTAIN CLASSES OF TEACHERS. 

Mr. BARBER (Bundaberg) asked thB Secre­
tary for Public Instruction-

" 1. How 1nany n1arried assistant teachers, 
with their classification, and in order of 
seniority, were eligible for appointment to the 
charge of State schools in January, 1909? 

" 2. What teacher» have been appointed to 
the charge of Class IX. State schools since 1st 
January, 1909? 

" 3. What was their classification at the 
time of appoint1nent, and were they married or 
unmarried·~ 

n 4. What teachers have been appointed to 
the charge of Cla"s X. State schools, with resi­
dences, since 1st January, 1909? 

" 5. "'hat was their classification at time of 
appointment-were they married or unmar­
ried? 

" 6. Will he continue the practice begun in 
1909, of appointing married teachers to the 
charge of Class IX. schools at present in charge 
of unclassified teachers, and so carry out the 
promise given to the married assistant teachers 
in the "Education Office Gazette" for January, 
1909? 

'' 7. If he cannot carry out this promise, will 
he increase the salaries of the married 
assistants by an amount equivalent to that 
which they would receive (including rent allow­
ance) if the promise referred to could be kept?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION replied-

"1. II. 1 4 
II. 3 1 

III. 1 31 
III. 2 14 
III. 3 3 

Total 53 

"2 and 3.-

I~ s~ ;u 
i g ~ ~~ s 

· i ~Z"='~ ~ 
~ ·~~gs~ P: 

~ ~ ~;j! ~ ~ 
i ~ I o 1 z-~~ g ~ , -s 
1~1?.1~ .~!~ 

------- ---1--,------,--· 

II. 2 
II. 3 

III. I 
III. 2 

I I I 
. ]~ 2* !, 1'_26 ""I 3 1* I 4 ... I 

I 37 

* IJlaces not suitable for marrierl teachers. 

(4 and 5.)­

III.l 
III.2 
III. 3 ... 
llnclassified 

1 ]41 8 
3 
2 

,.. I 

1
1~ 

3 

1 I 6 

1----;;2 
'(, Place.s not suitable for married teachers. 

" 6 and 7. It has been the policy of the 
department for so1ne years to replace unclassi­
fied teachers who are in charge of Class IX. 
schools with rnarried classified teachers as 
soon as suitable places can be found for the 
unclassified teachers. In some of the places, 
however, residences are not available, and 
married teachers cannot therefore be ap­
pointed." 
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ADVERTISEMENT APPEARING IN SYDNEY 
NEWSPAPERS 1·e SuGAR-WORKERS. 

Mr. RYLAND (Gyrnpie) asked the Premier, 
without notiCe-

" Is he av-; are that the following advertise­
ment appeared in the Sydney daily news­
papers:-

" Wanted for Queensland sugar plama­
tion, canecutters on contract, also mill 
hands ; fares ·paid by employers. Apply 10 
a.m., Thursday, 3rd August, to W. J. 
McGowen, care of Queensland Intelli o-ence 
and Tourist Bureau, 116 Pitt street." b 

The PREMIER replied-
.. I a1n not aware of such an advertisement." 

(Opposition laughter.) 

At a subsequent stage Mr. RYLAND pro­
ceeded to ask a fqrther question in reference 
to this subject. 

The SPEAKER: Order! The bon. member 
is not in order in asking, without notice, a 
question following upon a question without 
notice to which an answer has already been 
g1ven. 

J\Ir. RYLAND: I give notice for to-morrow. 

THE COKSOLIDATED STATUTES. 

:\lr. l\lcLACHLAN (Fortitude Valley) 
asked tho Treasurer, without notice-

" \Vhen are <:opies of the consolidated 
statutt _.; to be supplied to 1ue:mbers of this 
House? If any of the volun1es are alreudy 
cmnpleitd, will the 1\finister have n1ernbers 
farnished V\ ith copies ot same?" 

The TREASURER replied-
.. In reply to the han. gsntleman, I \voulrl 

like to ~ ,1y that the n1atters put before me by 
him \Vill receiy consideration.'' 

:\lEAT EXPORT TFC\DE. 
On the mo.tion of J\ir. PAY~E (.llitchell), 

it was formally resolved-
·' That there be laid on the table of the 

House copies of the whole of the correspond­
ence that pa!::~c:d bet\veen the Federal Govern­
ment and the Queensland Governn1ent in refe­
rence to the In eat export trade." 

The bECRETARY FOR AGRJGCLTURE 
(Bon. J. Tolmic, Drayton cuul TomL'oombo): 
I beg to lay on the table the papers asked for 
by tho hon. gentleman. 

HEALTH ACT A::YIEND::V1ENT BILL. 

SECOND READ!Ktc;, 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. G. 
Appel, Albert), who was greeted with 
" .Hear, hears," said: In rising to 1nove this 
Order of tho Day, I do so with extreme 
gratification on account of the fact that it 
should have fallen to mv lot to initiate so 
irnportant a lncastire-a' measure of such 
great importance to the democracy of this 
State, involving, as it does, the health of 
that democracy. (Hear, hear ! and Opposi­
tion laughter.) 

Mr. LE:i'NON: That is good from a Con­
servative GoYcrnn1ent. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I do not 
intend to be drawn from the thread of my 
remarks; I am speaking for the democrac,­
of this State, which is represented by men{. 
bers on this side of the House. (Loud Op­
position laughter.) Is it not a fundamental 
principle of democracy to bring in legisla­
tion to promote the health, happiness, and 

[Hon.J. G. Appel. 

comfort of the people? And is not that a 
principal object of our line of policy?' 
(Hear, hear !) \Vhat can better promote the 
happiness and prosperity of the people than 
legislation which has for its purpose the pro­
tection of the health of the people ? As the 
world goes on physical and scientific re­
search has advanced, and the Health Act of 
1900 which now stands on the statute-book 
is to a large extent obsolete to-day. (Hear, 
hear!) At the time that measure became 
law it was undoubtedly considered an up-to­
date measure. In the same way the Food 
and Drugs Act of 1882, which was the first 
legislation in connection with that matter, 
was considered at that particular time a 
measure which dealt fully with all that con­
cerns the health of the people of the State· 
in respect of tho food and drugs consumed, 
Since then physical, scientific, and chemical 
research has discovered dyes, make-weights, 
and adulterants which enable the fraudulent 
m:tnufacturer and the fraudulent dealer to 
give inferior substances the appearance of 
genuine articles. The result has been that 
there has been deterioration, so far as the 
heaith and condition of the people are con­
cerned, among the consumer·· of those adul­
terated articles. There has been koon com­
petition in the manufacture of foodstuffs, 
owing to the increaeed consumption of 
those articles, and m\·ing to tho absence 
of proper restrictions with regard to the pro­
duction of impure foods. 

:'dr. FoLEY: \Vhich you would not give 
the Federal Government pmYer to deal 
with. 

Tl1<e HOME SECRETARY: It is not 
often that I ask han. me rnbers to desist 
from interjections, but I do so on this occa­
sion. If the hon. member has the interest 
of the people at heart in connection with 
this legislation, and which he surely should 
have, he should not interrupt me in tho endea­
vour which I propo;;e to make to explain the 
mea·ure which is now before the House. (Hear, 
hc·ar !) It is hardly possible, if I am interrupted 
from time to time by senseleos interjections 
from members who apparently are not inter· 
ested in the matter, to make the provisions of 
the measure clear to. the House. In the United 
States of America, more especially since the 
revelations in connection \vith the notorious 
Chicago meat frauds, the importance of sup­
plying pure foods has been more fully recog­
nisc.d. Many chemicals by which food is 
adulterated arc distinctlv unfitted for human 
consumption. (Hear, hear !) In other cases 
where they arc not deleterious, it is cer­
tainly right that tho purchaser and the con­
sumer should know the nature and character 
of tho foods which he purchases and con­
sun1cs. ~4_ n1ixture such as farine, or flour, 
may not ha YO any ill effect unon the health 
of the purchaser when mixed with pepper, 
yet it is only right that the person who 
desires to purchase pepper should knoYc 
whether he is purchasing the pure article 
or three parts farine, or flour, and one part 
pepper. The objects of this measure are ire 
tho first place to obviate the sale of dele­
terious adulterants, and in the second place 
to require dealers to state distinctly and 
op_enly the component parts of the articles 
which they selL As bon. members ·are aware, 
a Bill dealing \Yith this subject was pre­
pared for presentation to the House last 
session. It was undoubtedly an up-to-date 
measure. But just prior to the House as­
sembling for the sPssion of 1910 a confer-
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ence of medical and health authorities was 
called in Sydney during the months of May 
and June, and, on the earnest representa­
tions of our Health Commissioner, it was 
decided to withhold that measure for the 
purpose of recasting it, if necessary, as a 
result of the resolutions arrived at by that 
conference. The conference sat in Sydney 
between the 23rd May and the 8th June 
last year, and the result proved the wisdom 
of our action in withholding the Bill pre­
pared for presentation to the House last 
ye•ar. The result of the work of that con­
ference is a decided improvement in the 
measure which is now submitted to the House. 
The confcnmce passed seventeen resolutions 
in connection with a uniform standard of 
foods and drugs, and drafted seventy-eight 
provisions in connection \vith standards, re~ 
gulations, and labelling of foods and drugs. 
The object of passing those resolutions and 
clause' was to secure uniform legislation on 
this subject throughout the Commonwealth. 

Mr. l\"EVITT: Were the whole of the State, 
represented at that c0nfcrence 1 

The HO::\:IE SECHETARY: All the States, 
including the Commonwealth, with the ex­
ception of Western Australia, were repre~ 
sented at the conference. It was decided 
that not only should the medical authoritie 
of the different States be represented at 
the conference, but also that trade repre­
sentahves ·should take part in the con. 
ferenoe. Aecordingly re~Jresl'rltativcs of .dif­
ferent tndu attended, and toDic part in the 
deliberations, -, thai thee· h ."d every oppor­
tunity 0£ placing their ca' 3 before the confer­
ence for discu ,ion. The decisions approved 
were arrived a.t with the consent of mem­
bers re:Jrt, ~cnting diffcr~'nt trades throughout 
the States. TT~u reso:uLions 1, ith reg.an1 to 

si-andard-, haYc car{~-
in tht' draiting this 

1noasurc, and ha.Ye hPen carofu~ly croRs­
cl::ecked so as to secure the complete inclu-
sion Df those snggc ,tions, either direct 
enactment or undor regulatiDns k> frarned 
under the Bill. 'l'he ·experience of o thew 
States which have already got up-to-date' 
legislation on this subject h:1s al"' been 
dra\Yl1 upon .and e-mbodied in this n1easUT2. 
The whole JYwaqure, as men.:. hers v, _i_ll sec if 
they carefully peruse and consider it, is funda­
mentally just ,'tnd fair in ·its conception and 
in its app;icution. '\Vhr:n the present Health 
Act of 1900 WJS r.,sscd, legislation of this 
character w,as p1 ,o\1·ico.J1v in its in=:ancv. 
Although food administ.ra'fors Y,'Crc av.-ar:2 ·~f 
the f<iCt that adultorati0n ,,"aS taking place, 
yet they h xl not euff<ciPnt data before the1n 
at that time unon whi~h to found the neces­
sarJ restri< •iy(~ lcf)'islation. But, as I haYo 
already !)Ointod out during the time which 
has elar>sed sine::: then-during the last 
eleven or twelve years-sufficient .data has 
been oolleet,>d to enable food adrninistrators 
to ·arriYe at the conclusions ;'hich arc pre­
sented to mom hers in this l3ill. The wh0w 
object of legislation of thi·" charact~r must 
natur.aEy h; the protection of the user. 

Mr. NEVITT: Tho consumer. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Yes; the 
consumer. The CDnsideration of the interest 
of the retailer and manufacturer is only a 
secondary matter. The onus and duty of sup­
plying good, wholesome, and bona fide 
articles .is cast upon t.he n1anufacturer and 
retailer. I have not the slightest doubt that 
in the course of the passage of this measure: 

1911-2 K 

more especi·ally "When it is before tht; House 
in Committee, we shall hear wmls a':d 
groans from this one and that one who :"''ll 
say that their particular businesses are bemg 
"ffected by the duties imposed upon them 
by this measure. 

J\ilr. HARDACRE: That is a:ways the case. 

The HOME SECRE'fARY: Yes; it i• 
·always the case as the hon. member int<er­
jecLs; and I h;tYe not the slightf·3t doubt 
that the House will ever bear in mmd the 
fact which I have .already stated-that the 
principal objPct of this Bill is the prot.ection 
of the consutner, and not the protection of 
the manufacturer who is carrving on a 
nefarious trade for the purpose "of commit­
ting a fraud UjJOil the general public and 
tho consumer. During the last eleven years 
the progress of science has further revealed 
th? grave danc·cr'::. which exist in DOnnect,;_on 
with faulty and filthy methods of preparing, 
.storing, -and conyeying food matenal f::on) 
onD pJ.acc to another. These matters .arc 
dealt with in the measure now subrnitt-e.d to 
the .House, '"·hich introduces safegua1·ds 111 
respect of those matters. In this Bill we 
have con!"idorecl not onlv the intcre~t;.; c.f t!H~ 
in.-a!id and the infant, ·but, as members will 
see when the Bill is in ito Committee stage, 
the intc'n- :: of thDS· n1-en1l1er;:, \J£ !!1" (·r;nJ­
munity ,,,ho aru he"tlthy. In eYery V"'.7 .a.y tlH3 
intcrcc;ts of +he fair dealer and the honest 
nutnufacturer are comoletclv safeguarded 
by thP lnP,a~ure which ~-, e a;.e no\V discus­
sing. I ',\ ould one·~ more i!npress upon hon. 
members this fact in connection with the dealer 
who is not pn ,ocncd to d0 that which is 

hon---st and right-----,doC'., that 
[4 p.m.] dealer f<lr one moment contem­

plate, v.-lwn retailing an ~article 
l, the injury whieh he is doing 

lllPn and wo1ucn by ret..ailing 
to them which is practically 

dfccts to an insidious poison 1 
:'IJURPHY: You must not forget that 

the r 'tn,iler bu v it fron1 a manufacturer 
as a purely , artiGl€. 

The H0::\<1E SEC:RETARY: That is pro­
vided f0r in the measur·e. But dDe-s the lnilk­
soller, who reduces tho standard of his milk, 
and not only reduces it but adds filthy water, 
in rnany instances swanning with Jnicrobes-

he contemt):a.to tho damag-e which he 
do to the infant life, i,0 the life which 

should be nourished by the milk at the 
thresh hold of its existence 1 

:'1r. BARBER: No; all he contemplates is 
tho profit. 

The H0::\1E SECHETARY: Docs he con­
tempbto when selling that milk, and g·ain­
ing. a. few pounds thereby, the damage +,hat 
he 1s doing? .How 1nany an .infant lose,--; 1ts 
life'? 

Mr. LExl\"ON: In that case he is a mur­
derer. 

Tho HOME SECRETARY: That infant 
is a valuable asset to the State. How 
many a poor mother is rendered childless. 
(Hear, hear!) I only trust that, in con­
sidering the different clauses which deal 
with these particular matters, hon. mem­
bers will bear them in mind. For the credit 
of our common humanitv I trust that those 
contemplations are not ,'vithin the minds ot 
those fraudulent retailers of adulterated 
food, or of those fraudulent sellers of im­
pure and watered milk. But they do it, 
and the object of this measure is to prevent 

Han. J. G. Appel.j 
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them doing it-to check their nefarious 
practices, and, if they coritinuo to c:arrv 011 
such a business, to punish them for so d;in IT 

(Hear, hear!) Now, this question boin"'g 
one of national concern-a matter affecting 
the people as a whole--its administration 
has been entrusted to the Health Depart­
mPnt, but power is still given to the local 
authorities to work side by side with the 
central authority; they have also power 
to purchase articles of food and drugs, or 
the articles which come within the category 
or scope of this Bill, and to carry ou't 
analyses of those articles and to take tho 
necessary action in case of adulteration. 
vVe have not taken any power whatever from 
them, but the sole CJOW<'r to carrv out this 
Act is vested in the contra] a~tthority-(hear. 
hear !)-because, as I have said alreadv this 
iB a n1attcr of national 1nornent, and ·-~here 
there are so many different local authorities 
there cannot be that combined action which 
should exist in connection with this particular 
matter. (Hear, hear!) That action, -as I have 
already pointed out, can only be taken by the 
central authority, >< ho must be, and by this 
weasure is, vested with all the necessarv 
powers to carry into effecL thn diffcren't 
provisions of the Bill. 

Mr. HARDACRE: Yon say the local authori. 
ties still have the power. 

The HOME SECRETARY: They still 
have the power; they can co-ordinate with 
the central authority. 

Mr. HARDACRE: The Board of Health is 
practically all over Queensland. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Quite so; 
power is left to the local authorities, but 
the central power is vested in the Health 
Department. 

Mr. LENNON: If you leave too much 
power to the local authorities, God help tho 
Act! (Hear, hear!) 

The HOME SECRETARY: That is ad­
mitted. The matter was discussed at the 
conference, and it \vas -unani1nouslv re­
solved that this was a matter which should 
be administered by a central authority re­
presented by the Health Department. I 
may mention that in Victoria the general 
administration of the Act there was en­
trusted to the local authorities, and it 'vas 
found that tho Act practically broke clown, 
owing to the fact that with all those divi­
sions there W3,S not a sufficiently strong cen­
tral authority. In addition to the provisions 
in connection with the food and drugs por­
tion of tho Bill, there have been included 
certain necessary .1l11end1ncnts and add i­
tim"' to the general and special >cc'1itary 
prm·isions of tho Health Act. These hav'c 
been based upon adrninistratiYe experience 
and also unon modern scientific eli scm eric•s. 
_\_mongst sl1ch proYisions 'Yc ha', f' a clause 
which deals with tho obligation of tho 
O'\Yncr of a Yacant piece of land in conncc-
1. on \Yith the Pxpenae of what is knO\\' n 
as a sectional drain. Under the proscn t 
Health Act, a householder c"1n be required 
to htv a sectional drain, for which he is 
rcspollsible, and :T~:t th'" o\vncr of a YacaJ"l t 
allotment, ,,-ho benefited equall:: so far as 
the drain '\Yas concerned, 'vas not con·"l­
pelled to contribute towards the C:\:flond i­
ture. The Act has been so a mondGd that 
the owner of a property through which that 
sectjonal drain passes, and which is bene­
fited thereby, whether a hous;e is upon the 
property or not, 1nust contnbute to,vards 

[!Inn . .f. G. Appel. 

the cost of that sectional drain. (Hear, 
hear !) Then a further provision has been 
made in connection with the definition of 
what is called a sewer. Those hon. mem­
bers who are acquainted with the Health 
Act, in connection with the definition of a 
sewer, are a"\vare that under present con­
ditions an earth formation is defined and 
regarded as a sewer, and, as bon. members are 
further aware, in nine cases out of ten tho 
discharge of sewage matter into that earth 
formation is a menace to tho health of 
ilwse persons who are residing in the vicinity. 
(Hear. hear!) \Ve have alt"ored the defini­
tion of what is now a sewer, and no person 
is allowed to discharge into such a drain, 
or into any drain, unless it has been C?D­

structed for the special purpose of carrymg 
the sewage, and no person is allowed to 
connect any drain with that without per­
mission from tho local authorit,·. 

Mr. FOLEY: Nor into the water-tables. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Hon. mem­
bers will notice that provision has _been ma_dc 
in connection with the destructiOn of m­
sects and vermin. N OIV, n1odern science has 
discovered tho fact that many an epidemic 
is carried from one nart to another by means 
of insects, notably th-e mosquito. (Hear, hear!) 
Investiuations which have been made by Dr. 
Breinl,"' at Townsville, in connection with 
tropical diseases have disclosed the fact that 
in Queensland ;.,e have practically the _whole 
o£ the mosauitoes which are called earners m 
connection with the different epidemics. vY e 
have the mosquito which carries _tho yelh>w 
fever, wo have the mosquito wln~h carr_1es 
malaria. and we haYe the mosqmto whiCh 
carries filaria. 

An OPPOSITION ME>IBER : Flies carry 
typhoid. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Flies may 
carry typhoid. This matter of the carriage 
of malaria is the result of investiga­
tion within the last few years. It was 
considered necebarv that provision should 
be made in the Bill with the object of con­
trolling the matter of insect destruction in 
that connection, bearing in mmd that 
approximately in the vcar 1914 the Panama 
Canal will have been completed, and Queens­
land will then bo within throe weeks' sail of 
tho,,o countries \Vhere yellow fever eXIsts. 
It is a fact that yellow fever has beer; car· 
riecl to countries which were further distant 
than we will bo when that canal is completed. 
I think that I am correct in saying that in 
Spain an epidernic of yellow fever caused 
the deaths of something like 50,000 persons. 
At the time when tho epidemic raged there, 
the method of its introduction was unknown, 
but to-day modern science shows us that it. 
is possib~V by tne:ans of th0 n1osquito that 
that diseUse· n1av be convoved from one 
country (,o the ot'her: and, extraordina.ry to 
relate: tho mosquito which is the carrier in 
this ronne~tion is a good sea traveller. Now. 
in f' 1Jnncction with rnalaria, until about seven 
yea1 ago the 1natter of the convPvance of 
malaria cpidcn1ic was practically an u:aknovvn 
quantity; to-day medical scienc? has re­
V(<ded to us that rnalaria is also Introduced 
by means of the mosquito. \Yo had an in­
stance in our own State onlv a few months 
ago of malaria having bcr'n vconve.ved to the 
Oaks from New Guinea, and during a short 
and sharp epidemic, until it was checked, a 
very considerable proportion of those who 
were taken ill died from its effects. I think 
I am correct in saying that Burketown some 
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_yoars ago was practically wiped out by an 
op1demrc of malaria, the cause of it being 
unknown. 

Mr. NEVITT: Called "Yellow Jack." 
The HOME SECRETARY: We further­

more have the fact that dengue--with which 
most of us unfortunately at one time or 
another have been acquainted-is also con­
vey_ed ~'Y means of a mosquito; and filaria, 
whrch IS probably to a certain extent an un­
known disease, but a disease which certainly 
should not receive any encouragement, is 
also conveyed by means of the mosquito. 

Mr. MuRPHY·: How do you propose to get 
rid of the mosquito? 

The HOME SECRETARY: That is not 
such a difficult matter, because in Panama 
when the French were in charge of th~ 
works at the canal, it is a matter of history 
that to a great extent the abandonment. of 
the works was owing to the great number 
of persons who suffered from yellow fever. 
When the Americans too~ charge they dealt 
with the matter of mosqmto destruction, and 
to-day the percentage of deaths is infinitesi­
maL 

Mr. MURPHY: You cannot compare that 
area with the area of Queensland? 

The HO~IE SECRETARY: Quite so; I 
qmte admit that, but we have again an 
ir;stance _at Lagos. When His Excellency 
Sir 'VIIham MacGregor was Governor of 
Lagos, he undertook a crumde against the 
mosquitoes. Lagos at that time was one 
of the most unhealthy places in the world. 
After that campaign it became, likewise, a 
fairly healthy place. In fact, there is a 
very small percentage of deaths in connec­
tion with mosquito-borne diseases. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: A.ll the same, it is pretty 
bad yet. 

Tha HOME SECRETARY: Yes. It is a 
question of fighting, regulating, and de­
stroying, and we considered it our duty 
in preparing this Bill, to make all th~ 
nc·ce.ssary provisions so that we can unde:c­
take such a fight and such a campaign in 
connection with those noxious insects which 
act as carriers for the different epidemics 
and diseases. hon. members will also notice 
that proYision has been made for what are 
known as typhoid carriers. 

Mr. HARDACRE : Do these 
vide ;the powers proposed 
1neeting coinnlonly kno\\·n 
qnito Meeting'' ? 

provisions pro­
at that public 
as the '· Mos-

Tho HOME SECRETARY: They include 
the necessary clause under which regulations 
may be made and action may be taken to 
cope with that particular matter. 

Ivfr. HARDACRE: They asked for certain 
po"-ers. 

The HOME SECRETARY: And they 
get them. There are certain powers given 
to the Health Commis.,ionor to deal with 
those matters. 

Mr. RnAND: Clause 62. 
The H0ji,1E SECRET_\.RY: Yes, clause 

62 deals with that matter. Referring to 
Y hat are kno\Yn as typhoid carriers hon. 
members will notice that certain pro~·isions 
haYe been included in connection with this 
particular diseas.e carrier. . Ten years ago 
when an epidemic of typhmd broke out, or 
a case of typhoid broke out, the cause was 
gen,·rally ascribed to the drain-there must 
be something wrong with the drain. vVe 

find to-day, as the result of scientific re­
search, that persons who have either had 
typhoid fever, 'Jr, in some cases, who have 
no history of typhoid fever, may act as 
carriers-persons who discharge from their 
bodies thousands of typhoid bacilli. Cases 
are kno\vn where an individual carrier has 
infected different families -amongst whom that 
carrier resided. Though, as a matter of fact, 
such a carrier is not so highly infectious as 
a person who is suffering from the disease, 
yet there is a very grave danger indeed, so 
far as that person is concerned, where they 
handle food, or in connection with dairy work 
or the milkers of the herds; and the necessary 
provision has been made, having regard to 
what is just and due to those who are so suf­
fering-because I think we may refer to them 
as sufferers-such neoossary provision has been 
made, so far as they are concerned, having due 
regard to the interest of the community as a 
whole. Hon. members will also notice that 
there is a special provision that no water in 
a vessel, or otherwise, shall be carried in 
any milk-cart. To-day, the Department of 
Public Health is very much handicapped 
by the fact that a milkseller may carry 
in his cart a vessel containing water. 

1\fr. HA:MILTON: He does too. 

'l'he HOME SECRETARY: It is known, 
as a matter of fact, to the officers of the 
department that a milkman, whose milk is 
perfectly pure and up to the standard whpe 
it is in the cart, may adulterate that milk 
immediate!) prior to its delivery, while l;e 
is on the premises of the person to whom It 
is being sold, and in order to defeat th~tt 
practice, a special clause has b~en put m 
providing that no water is permitted to be 
n"ried bv a milkseller. 
HoNOU~ABLE MEMBEHS: Hear, hear ! 

The H0ji,1E SECRETARY: This Bill is of 
a highly technical nature indeed, and perhaps 
it will he as well for the benet\t of han. mem­
bers if I give a slight resume of the. clauses 
which will possibly facilitate discussion when 
it is before the Committee. (Hoar, hear!) 
Clause 2 is formal, and providcc for the 
substitution of clauses in th,, present J3Jll for 
certain parts of tho principal Act. Clause 
3 is the definition clause. The definitions ar<o 
practically the same as those approved of in 
~ew South vVales and Victoria. That is in 
accordanco \Vith the reRolution -which \i'\ as 
arrived at-·:hat as near as nossible the whole 
of the len,islation in conile,,tion v.rith this 
measure should be uniform throughout the 
Commonwealth, who3e representatives took 
part in the conference. 

Mr. LENNON: Is this Bill on all-fours 
with tho Victorian Act? 

The H0~1E SECRETARY: It is an im­
proven1ent. 

Hr, LEXNOX: \Ye arc getting on then? 
The HOME SECRETARY: That is so. 

8Pction 32 of the nrincinal Act. is a set foxm 
of cortifi8ate which is r!ot applicable or wide 
enough to COYP,r all kinds of analyses or ex~ 
aminations. ·under ~the clause as amended 
such scpurate form_s as 1nay be neressary may 
b" used. Clause 5 amends the section re­
ganling sectional sewers. I have already 
explained that. Clause 6 giyes power to the 
Gonernor in Council, by Order in Council, to 
prohibit or regulate the discharge from any 
house or premisLs of any waste water 
or house drainage into any street, ex­
cept into a sewer in or upon such streets. 
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The definition of " sewer" has been amended. 
I also explained that particular provision. 
Clause 7 amplifies the present law regarding 
scavenging and sanitary conveniences, and 
the removal. of house refuse. Clauses 8 and 
9 set forth what will be deemed articles 
falsely described or adulterated, and may be 
regarded as the backbone of the Bill. Thoon 
are the clauses which deal entirely and fully 
with all matters of adulteration. It is 
modelled on the provisions of the Act passed in 
the United States in 1906 in consequence of the 
serio.us disclosures which were n1ade in con­
nection with what are known as the Chicago 
meat frauds. I might mention in connection 
with the United States Act, which ,,,as con­
sidered by the health authorities to be prac­
tically the most up-to-date one, that a recent 
case which came before the Supreme Court 
of the States proved that owing to a techni­
cal error, or a matter of technicality, the 
Act is now less ooerativc than it othorwiso 
would be. That matter has been duly con­
sidered in tho draft of this particular Bill, 
and all necessary precautions have been taken 
to avoid that technicality. (Hear, hear !) 
Clanse 10 deals more particul;.•.rly with drugs 
which must. unless exurr1pted, comply 'vith 
the Britich Pharmacopceia. Clause 11 is im­
portant inasmuch as the agent or servant is 
made responsible. It is no new principle of 
law. The pmprietor of a business is sup­
posed to employ persons who obey tho la ''· 
Section 12 is consequential on section 9. Sec­
tion 13 is closely related to, and should be 
read with, clause 9. It prohibits the mixing 
of food so as to be injurious to health, the 
n1ix1ng of drugs so as to injure quality 
the mixing of food to increase bulk, th~ 
selling of goods not of tho nature demanded. 
I gave a slight explanation of that a few 
minutes ago, and mentioned the fact of farina 
being mixod with pepper. Section 14 deals 
with 1nixturcs. The elausc first provi~tcs that 
the mixture of which food is compo'~d shall 
be nure and in an undcterioratod and Pound 
confJition. ~t1he package in vvhich thC' mixtu:cc 
is cont~ined must shov,r on a label the nan10 ~ 
of the ingneclients and, if it is a food, the 
proportion of the ingredients. Eor instance, 
take an artic!G sold as pepper. I haT,, given 
a definition of that already, and I dare say 
bon. members may ha\e noticed the cor­
respondenc~e that has already appeared in the 
Pross in connection with this matter. 

Mr. HARDACRE: Does that apply to what 
might be called "patent foods"? 

The HO}fE SECRETARY: The whole 
particulars are given there. They m list give 
the formula. Every provision is made to 
deal with thes" matters. There is no doubt 
that different persons, ho\, ever honest they 
may be, are required', in the interests of the 
public, to disclose the article which they are 
1nanufacturing, where the s,~ller is not abso~ 
lutely aware what is there. 1\'c are bound 
to have con1plaints that this one's business 
is being affected and that one's business is 
being affected. I once more de ;ire to point 
out the whole object of the Bill is to protect 
the consumer and not the seller. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER: We will help vou 
to do that. ' 

The HOME SECRETARY: Clause 16 pro­
vides for the examination of articles adver­
tised, and the comparison of the examination 
with the advertisements referring to such 
article. If the article is injurious to health, 
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further advertising or the sale of _such >:rticle· 
may be prohibited, and no actwn. will be 
taken against any newspaper whwh p~b­
lishes any report referring to sa':'e. I thmk 
that is a very satisfactory provis~on, because 
at the present time, in many Instances! a 
newspaper was liable to an actiOn for libel 
if it published what was a matter of fact. 
The clause confers wide and drastiC powers, 
but the powers will not be exercised without 
giving the 1nanufacturer, import?r, v~ndor, 
or owner an opportunity of p]a<?mg h1s ob­
jections to the proposed prolubitiOn before 
the Commissioner. Section 17 giv;es power 
to prohibit the advertising or sale of foods 
"\Vhich, in t.he opinion of the ComnliS;':aoner, 
are injurious to life and health. It IS pro­
vided that this may be done by the (_}o­
vernor in Council on the recommendatiOn 
of the Commissioner, but before such re­
coinmcndation is 1nade, the Inanufacturer, 
importer, or vendor must be given a reason­
able opportunity to place his objections ~o 
the proposed prohibition before the Com':'IS­
sioner so that he has CVd'V opportumty, 
if he 'thinks that o.n injusticn' is being done 
to hin1, to n1ake his side of the case clea_r. 
The pro.visions of sections 16 and 17 Will 
apply to the bale of any article or apparatus 
alieged to be useful or efficacious m relwvmg 
hurnan suffering or in curing·, ove:!.·corning·, 
or alleviating physical deiect. As hon. 
1non1bers know, t,hcrc are a nu1nber of 
articles sold \vhich arc \Varranted to cure 
this form of malady or that form of malady; 
whilo 1n rnany instance~, in fact, in eYery 
case, they arc fraud~ vvhich arc de~c.ign_cd to 
take clown the purchaser of the particular 
article. This clause gives the necc.,sary 
power to deal with that matter for the pro­
tection of the public. 

Mr. ~llURPHY: Can vou insert a clause 
guaranteeing that docto~·s vvill cure Y?U? 

The HOME SECRETARY: I am sure if 
it is possible to do. that, wo will have a 
un.·.nimous vote on it. (Laughter.) Sec­
tions 19 a.nd 20 deal with disinfectants. 
It is within the knmdcdgc of the Health 
Department that disinfectants were pre­
pared and sold which were utterly useless 
for the purpose for which they were in­
tended. 'fhis particular clause deals with 
that matter. Sections 21 and 22 deal 
with sale of mille They are of the greatest 
importance, inasmuch as they deal with an 
o.rticle of food which has a direct relation 
to infant life and mortality. No person 
shall be allowed to sell the milk from a cow 
suffering from any disease, and if a diseased 
cow is in the milking herd it will be prima 
facie evidence that the milk of such cow 
has been sold for the food of man. 

Mr. HAMILTON: Will a man be allowed 
to keep a diseased cow on his premise_s? 

The HOME SECRETARY: No. It is an 
offence to keep a diseased cow, and there is 
prima facie evidence that the milk of that 
cow is being sold for human consumption. 
Sections 23, 24, a.nd 25 simplify the law w_ith 
regard to short weight in bread. SectiOn 
26 is new. It provides for inspection of 
·foods in course of delivery with a view to 
detecting short weight. It is considered that 
in its operation the clause will give protection 
to customers against unscrupulous vendors. 
The clause will apply to bread, etc. Section 
27 deals with the sale of olive oil, the intention 
being to prohibit the blending of imported 
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op with the Australian article. (Hear, hear!) 
Scctwn 28 · deals With the adulteration of 

beer. (Hear, hear!) I thought 
[4.30 p.m.] that would appeal to hon. mem-

bers. It prohibits the use of 
certain substances, and nrm·idcs that in draw­
ing be~ r from ~n:y re8o1)ta-c~.c ~oadcn :t.Ji1JC'G 

shall not be used. 
Mr. LENNON: What about salicylic acid? 

. The fiOM~ SECRETARY: It is all pro­
vid~d wr. Section 29 Is designed to gum·d 
agamst the lllJUnous effects caused by the 
use ·of cookmg utensils containing lead. 
~in1ilar provisions are, 1 believe, in force 
1n Franco, Ger1nany, s,vitzerland . ...t\ustria 
:'nd Belgium. Section 30 prohibits the us~ 
m r0spect to toys, wall-paper, or other deco­
rativ~ paper, paper serviettes, or paper 
used In the enclosur~ ?f any fo~d, of paints, 
colc;urs, et?., conta1n1ng ar:::.en1c, lead, or 
antimony m excess of the quantity pre­
scribed by the regulatious. The clause is 
designed principally for the protection of 
children. \Vall-papers, more especially those 
V\ hwh_ are of a .green colour, yery often contain 
~rsemc. Lolhes also are often wrapped up 
m paper that is coloured with injurious 
matter. Arsenic is also used for colouring 
1nany articles of clothing; k3,cl and anti~ 
many are usJd for weighting clothing, and 
there is the d1:mger of poisoning by absorp­
tion of these substances throe>gh the skin. 
Section 31 provides that " \Vater" used in 
the tnauufacturo of ,;,-hat is generally kno\Ylt 
as "soft drinks" shall be pa"sod tht:ough an 
approved filter or sterilised. (Hear, hear!) 
s. ction 32 n1akes clear the procedure in 
dealing ·vvith the inspection, ren1oval, sainp­
ling, and analysis of foodstuffs. Subsection 
(~) is important inasmuch as it deals >Yith 
the procc·dure in wholcc"le seizures. Sec­
tion 33 gives power to demand, select, and 
take samples of any foodstuff, and for the 
purchase of san1plo at current n1arket valua. 
If such a provision were not inserted in the 
Bill it might happen that when an offic•Jr 
demanrled a sample tho owner might place 
a fircitious price upon the article. 

Mr. FoLEY: Can vou insert a clause 
providing for the cost of these articles w 
the consu1ner ? 

The HOME SECRE'rAHY: No. It 
would be practically impossible to lay down 
a hard-and-fast rule tha.t suchcand-such an 
articlo should be sold at such-a!ld-such a 
price; and it does not come within the 
ocope of this measure. Section 34 provides 
for the. mothml of dealing with samples. It 
IS provided that when an officer obtains an 
article with the intention of submitting it 
to analysis he shall at once notify his inten­
tion to any person then present-that is the 
o"\vner, ageni, or servant, or othef person 
"pparently in charge of such article. The 
article must he divided into three parts, and if 
there i, not sufficient quantity in each 
par_t for tho purpose of analysis, similar 
artwleg under the same label mav be ob­
t~ined .. and so mi_xed that a sufficient quan­
tity will be avmlable for analysis. One 
pa1·t shall be kept, one part shall be 
offered to the person from whom it was 
obtained. and the other part shall be sent to 
the analyst. Tho person from whom the 
article . w_as obtained has the opportunity 
of obtam;ng a separate analysis, and there­
by checkmg the result with that obtained 
by the officer who submitted the sample for 
a.nalyais. Section 35 provides that any per. 

son who u; agreeable to pay the cost of a 
sample. and the prescribed fee for its analy­
sis, may require an officer to purchase a 
sample of any food and submit it for analy­
sis. Section 36 gives the Commissioner 
power to require a local authority to submit 
at least a minimum number of samples or 
portions of articles of foods or drugs for 
analysis. The minimum fixed is three sam­
ples for every 3, 000 persons living in the 
area. Section 37 provides that if any par­
ticular method has been prescribed for the 
analysis, tho analyst must certify that he 
has followed the method prescribed, but in 
defence evidence may be tendered to show 
that the pre3cribed method is not correct. 
The section further provides that the person 
from whom the article was obtained may 
obtain from tho analyst who analysed the 
sample submitted by an officer, on payment 
of 2s. 6d., a copy of the l'osult of his analy­
sis. It is important to note that the copy of 
such analvsis must not be used for trade 
purposes ~s an advertisement, and that any 
person so using it shall be liable to a pen­
alty not exceeding £50. It may be urged 
that the section will bo harsh in its applica­
tion, inasmuch as if a. trader's goods are 
subjected to analysis and were found to be 
puro, and if he paid for the certificate 
stating the fact, he should be able to use 
such information for the benefit of himself 
and his clients. It is not, of course, in­
tended to prevent the trader advertising 
his goods in any y, ay he thinks f1t. He can 
have an analysis made at his own expense, 
and lw can make the result known to the 
public in any way he thinks fit. The only 
t·cstriction imposed is that the analycis 1nade 
for the purposes of the Bill must not be 
used for the purpose of booming a trader's 
business. Und"r clause 2~, a retailer himself 
would he entitled to demand that a Govern­
mont official should take a sample of his goods 
for analysis. The retailer would select his 
own goods, and he might hand over for 
analysis one sample of good quality, whereas 
a great proportion of his stock might be of 
very inferior character. Thus he might, by 
virtue of the certificate of a Government 
analyst, give a false value to his goods. It 
is considered, therefore, that if traders usa 
the machinery of the Bill for the purpose of 
having an analysis made by a Govern1nent 
analyst, they must not use the result for the 
purpose of advertising their business. A• 
a matter of fact, there would be nothing to 
guarantee that the analysis obtained by prof­
ferring one small sample would offer any 
criterion as to the character of the general 
stock. Section 38 provides that any perso:a 
inter£< ring with an officer in the discharg• 
of his duties under this Act, or who inter­
feres with marks or seals, is guilty of a:a 
offence. Section 39 provides that in case& 
where any ingredient or mixture is found, 
and which is adjudged by the police magis­
trate to have been deposited or kept there 
for tho purpose of being used as an adulter­
ant, the person in possession of such ingredi­
ent shall be liable to a fine not exceeding 
£5. Section-' 40 and 41 deal with the liability 
of agents or servants in addition to the 
principaL The servant will not be liable 
if he proves that tho offence was committed 
in a place which was under the personal 
superintendence of the owner of the busi· 
ness or some manager or other person repre~ 
senting such owner, and that the offence -waa 
committeed with the knowledge of the owner 
or the representative. The servant can also 
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recover in any competent court or juris­
diction the amount of any penalty infilcted 
upon him, and the court may suspend the 
operation of the conviction for three months 
to enable the employee to recover from tho 
employer the amount of penalty which was 
ihflicted. Section 42 deals with the liability 
of the importer. Section 43 deals with de_ 
fences, and provides that a person shall be 
discharged from . prosecution upon proving 
that he had rec01 ved from the person frmn 
yvhorn he purchased an article a guarantee 
m wntmg that the articl._·s were not falsely 
deocribect or mixed, etc., but such guarantee 
13 subJect to the conditiOns set forth in detail 
in subclamcs (a) s.nd (h), the principle of which 
IS that the person giving the guarantee must 
be resident in Q~eensland, or, if a company, 
must have a registered office in Queensland. 
If it were otherwise, persons might pro­
duce bogus guarantees for which nobody was 
responsiiJie. 
. An OPPOSITION MEMBER: is not that a 
Commonwealth matter? 

The HOM_!!; S.t<;CRETARY: That is a 
matter we shall be open to discuss when the 
question is before us in Uo1nnuttee. ::::lect1on 
44 provides for the infliction of penaltico; 
and the nature of such penalties. Tho ob­
ject of the clause is to preyent the ueccss1ty 
of speciiymg the penalty for each specific 
case. There it: a corresponding section iH 
tho English Act. The suctwn also proYides 
for nnpnsonn1ent 1n certain cases for ti 
period not exceeding six months. ~'h,lt 
may se?m so1ne_what severe; but, v.rhen 
we consider the Importance of the subject­
matter with which we are de~ling, I think 
it will be admitted that it is a good thing: 
to provide that the penalty of impriYJ,;:. 
men t may be inflicted. · 

Mr. LEN:-<ON: vVe will support very much 
more severe penalties than you have here. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Section 45 
provides that any food, drug, etc., in re­
spect of which a conviction relates may be 
forfeited, and articl<Cs forfeited mav be dis­
posed of in such manner as the ~ JYlinister 
directs. Section 46 proyides that all pro­
ceedings in respect of this Act shall be 
taken in a sumn:1ary ruanner before a police 
magistrate sitting alone. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear r 
The HOME SECRETARY: The reason 

of that is obvious; I need not dilate upon 
that. Sectwn 47 provides that the produc­
tion by the prosecutor of an analyst's ccrtl­
ficate Fhall be sufficient eviciouce of t.h'O' 
!acts 1nontionod therein unless the defen­
dant required the analJ st to be < allcd as a 
witness. In that c:<se the defendant is re­

quired to gin th-e prosecutor three clear 
da~7 s' noticz~. Sirnila.r procedure \Yould b~~ 
followed ir the prosecutor required the <LC­

tondaneo of an analyst w\1o supplied an 
a,nalysis t.o the defendant in any action. 
Section 48 proYides for an independent 
ana!Ycie to b0 made. It will be remem­
bered that under section 34 when an officer 
takes ·a sample for analysis that he is re­
quired to divide it into three parts-one to 
be given to tho person from whom tho pur­
chase was made, one to be sent to thB 
analyst, and one to be kept by himself. The 
part given to the seller can be sent b- hi-.1 
to an analy:--t, and as circumstances Inigh_t 
arise rendering it necessary to get the 
opinion of a. third analyst, s"cfion 48 giyes 
tho court the necessary nowcr to do so. 
Section 49 proYidos tl1at- payment of all 
fees and expenses incident to the analysis 
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of food, etc., shaH be paid by offenders on 
conYiction. Expenses would iiwolve travel· 
ling expenses and proportionate part . o£ 
salary while engaged. SectiOn 50 IS lm­
portant as it provides that the onus o£ 
pwof shall in every case be on tho defen­
dant. It is irnportant to note that t~o n1ere 
presence of food in. any place sh:<ll be 
m·idonce that It was mtcnded for sale and 
us•_: for con8ulnption by rnan. S-:-,ction . 51 
provides that the source of . inforn:a~1on 
need not be eli vulgcd. Tht. ro IS a s11ndar 
clausc-namelv 253-in the Customs Act. The 
q uostio:n to bve' decided is not the source of 
infonnation but wh~~thcr the party accused 
is guilty or not. Section 52 is irnportant. 
If the "Health Commissioner has reasonable 
grounds for suspecting that an.) person 1.s 
in possession of foods, dru_g,~, etc., 1n breach 
oi this .A .. ct

1 
he nuty requue such person to 

produce for his inspection any books or 
documents of the n .ture of store records,. or 
~which de~! with the receptwn. poss<·cswn, 
etc., of a~y such food or article.. He 1nay 
n1ake or cause to be made copies of ex­
tracts, and any person '"ho ref_u~e.s or neg­
lects to comply with any requJSitJOn undc.r 
this pection is liable to a p~r;alty ,not ··x· 
c('eding £50. ...4...11 these proYinons, nowf n~r­
stringent they may seem, are absolutely 
necessary. 

::Y1r. LE!\NOX : Don't arJo:ogiso for their 
';tringency. 

The HOME SECRETARY: On the othe,· 
hand, tU.ny officer ':rho d<J~",; not n1a1nt~1.~ 
secrc(T Di1 all nl.:ttter.,; wh1ch con1~ to .J?-1.'!>­
kno dedg:> in the performance of his official 
duties under this section is liabl? to a 
penalty 0 1 £50 and dismissal from h1s office. 

An OPPO~TTJON MEo'llEH: Is he to get the 
bcmefit of the Offenders Probation Act? 

The IIOME SECRET AHoY: That is ." 
matter I do not propose to discuss at th1s~ 
rnmnont. Section 53 provides that tho narrJE:.:; 
o£ per-..vns vyho h.J,ve been t,vice convict~~ of 
offences arrainst -this Act ma", be publrsmxl 
in the Gazette and in any neVIspaper 
circulating in Queensland. The name of sup­
plier of tho goods may also. be included m 
the notification. There IS little doubt that 
the application of this s-ection ·will ~lso _act 
as a .deterrent in committing offcncos agar_nst 
tho A,-.:t.. Scrticn 54 prav-idE'3 for rnakrng 
n~gulatioD3 prc~~ribing st..andarcls for t_ho 
composition -or stron-::Jh or purity of quality 
of any article of food, se that there _may b.c a 
plain definition of what constitutes 1mpunty. 
Cnder the same section reg-ulations may. be 
framed prohibiting the addi"tion of fore1g~ 
subst12,nces. n1-od<:-s o£ IIl.anura·cture, use OJ.. 
applianceS in H1a..nufacturo, st-oring,. pres;.r~ 
vation, containing any snh'-ltance '"'W~h1ch m.ay 
bp specified, sccuri~1;· the c"lcanliness a~d 
fr-eedom fron1 c-ontan1ination of any food 1n 
the course of manufacture, prescribing the 
n.1o.clt; . of labelling fo.o-d s~ld i_n 

1 
pac1~agc+:, 

rPqurnng the de'"h·ucbon 01 arbc1es. o.:. fo:od 
that. hav0 Jco"omce clete-·iorat-c-d, dcalmg >nth 
th" ca.rriarr-e st-orarrp etc., of perishable 
food, registr~tion ~£ 'prerni.";es where ice­
err tn1, ginger he'·~r, ctc. 1 arc '~1-anuf::lCtilr,~,~-1 
or pr.P)l.red for sanw, r11ethoch of 'anaJ;·:ns, 
p+C'. I think those latter provi·o~ons are very 
r0C' 0 ,f'3£'rY in YiE'\V of tl1o di8{'losuros made at 
rlifferPnt~ tirn'?s in c-onnection with tbe lnanu­
facture of ice-crea1n. 

:\Ir. JifA'LGHAX: \Yhat about pure water? 

The HOME SECRETARY: 'Vater is to 
be distilled or storilis<>d. Section 54 also deals 
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with articles in respect of which an attempt 
might be made to evade the law by scfling 
them under sorne fancy name:;. For instance, 
it will provide for such cases a,; those in which 
the name " Limeade n is used for " Lime 
Juice." The usc of the word "Lin1eade" 
would not exempt the preparation from coming 
under the operation of the Bill. Similarly, 
tho usc of the word '' Salad '' woUld not 
evade the results of analvsis. Section 56 
provides that where proprietary foods contain 
no nnwholcson1o added ingredient, lnanu.­
fa.cturcrs need not disclcY u th,_,ir trade 
formulae. Section 57 provides that procc0d­
ings by indictrnent and coutracts between 
individuals are not to be afl"ecl cd. If a pcr.,on 
brings an action against, another for a breach 
of contract on the sale of any food, drug, or 
other article, he may rocei 1•0 the amount of 
any penalty which has been imposed on 
conviction under tho Bill, if he proves that 
the food, drug, or other article, the subject 
oi such conviction, -,,·as sold to hin1 as an 
article of tho nature, substance, and quality 
demanded, and that he purchased it not 
knowing it to be otherwise. That provision 
protects the retail0r who purchases from the 
wholesale dealer without knc>wing that the 
article nurchasod was adult. rated. Section 58 
r<lpeals ·sections 69 and 80 of the principal 
0-'l.ot, the matters referred to thormn bemg 
dealt with under this Bill. Section 59 pro­
vides that the site, size, and plans of every 
hospital or temporary plac0 provided by a 
local authority for the reception and treat­
ment of infectious diseases shall be subject 
to the approval of the Commissioner. lion. 
members are probably aware that under 
our pres,~nt law each local atithority is con1-
pellod to provide a hosDital within its an a 
for the receotion and treatment of infectious 
diseases, or to join with other local authorities 
in the erection of a joint hospital for that 
purpose. 

Illr. ~\IURPHY: You cannot comoel outside 
local authorities to do it; some o( them can­
not kec:> an ordinary hosDital :;oing. 

The HO.:\JE SECRETARY: \Vel!, they 
have to do it. 

::VIr. :HURPHY: There will b•~ a reYolution. 

The HOl\lE, SECRETARY: Section 59 
further provides that tho reasonable cxpens8' 
of maintenance arc to be borne by tho 
patient. Section 60 amplifies the present pro­
cedure with regard to disinfection of bedding, 
etc. Section 61 provides that no person shall 
send a child to school if he !mow,, that the child 
is suffering, or within a space of eight weeks 
has suffered, from scarlet fever, diphtheria, 
otc., and that no teacher shall knowmgly ad­
!Hit a child suffering fro1n infc,ctious di::·~aso. 
For acting in contrayenhon to this section 
a fino of £5 may oe inflicted. Sections 62, 
63, and 64 set forth the nrocPdure to be 
follovYcd in rc:Jorting cases- and prcv~nting 
and chocking the 'l9rcad of infectious disease. 
rfhe 11€C€Ssity for such action is quite obvious. 
Power is given to n1ake regulations for the 
cleansing and disinfection of clothing and 
other articles which have been oxnosed to· 
iJ"lfection, clean' ing and disinfection of housn, 
disinfection of second-hand wc:n·jng apparel. 
cleansing ancl sterilisation of irnplen1cnts and 
utensils of barbers and hairdr ssor· I proper 
isolation of tho sick, d -tails of conr.truction 
of sanitary conYcni ~·nces, tho protection and 
purification of domes-Lie y atcr SU!1Dlics, etc., 
etc. t daro say that hon. members hayo ob­
$8rved that in the metropolis especially a 

large nu1nber of shops are now being opened 
for tho salp of second-hand wearing appar·el. 
L' ndor the clause I am referring to, aH 
,qcond-hand clothing must be disinfected 
before it can be CX!"JOSed for sale. 

:\Ir. RYLAND: :\ot any portion of it? 

The IIOi\lE SECRE:TARY: I do not know 
what tho han. member would do under general 
circun1stanc-es. but I i1nagine that he would 
act like anyone else if a member of his family 
died of some disease or another-he would 
>'ell the cloth<>, of the deceased person to the 
first second-hand cloalu who cam.• along. 
(Laughter.) This clause provides that all 
articleo of second-hand clothing must be disin­
fec ted before they are retailer! to the public. 
rrhen \.YO have provisions dealing VTith private 
hospitals. It is considered desirab!P that local 
autho.rit.ie., should have so1ne control over 
priYat€ hospitals aud nurses, and that both 
should be registered. Sections 65 and 66 
define the meaning of private hospitals an~ 
registered nurses. bections 67, 68, and 69. 
Th0 provisions of the Bill allow of registration 
of private hospitals in use at connnenooment 
of this Act if such registration is effected with­
in three months after that date, but no person 
will be entitled to hold a certificate of regiStra­
tion of a private hospital unless a medical 
practitioner or a registered! nurse. Private 
ho.spitals may be of two kinds-namely, 
hospitals where cases· of any kind, including 
midwifery cases, may be treated, and hospitals 
for midwifery cases only. Sections 70, 71, 
and 72. It is proposed that persons apply­
ing for the registration of pri_vate hospitals 
shall apply to the local authonty, who shall 
make certain inquiries with a view to ascer­
taining whether the applicant and the 
premises are suitable for registration, and 
shall grant or refuse such applications as they 
deem fit. If granted, the certificate shall be for 
o.ne year only; the fee for registration shall be 
for a general hospital £5, for a lying-in hospital 
cS2. Sec'tion 73 provides that nurses shall have 
sufficient accommodation. Regulations may 
prescTibe the class of accommodation. Section 
74 provides that if alterations or additions are 
made, tho work shall be done with the con­
sent of the local authority. Section 75. pro­
,~idos that an applicant under certain conditions 
n1u,, L reside continuo.usly on the prcmif-,.:}8, and 
if a certificate of registration is transferred it 
must be with the approval of the local alltho­
rity. Section 76 provid-es thu.t every pnvate 
hospita.l and the records thereof must be open 
io insoection bv tho medical officer of health. 
Sectic~n 77 prm;:ides that pmof tha.t any house, 
apartn1ent, or prcrnises \Vas or v"·ere let, hired, 
engaged, or used by any person for .the 

<11 :on1modation of a f.c·1nalc during h~r lymg­
in or confinement .shall be nrima facie evi­
dence that such house i.i a lyinc-in hospital. 
Section 78 deal:; ~,nith tbP jntermcnt of still~ 
born ~hildren. a.nd provides for tho ii?flict~on 
of a Yery heavy penalty on perso.ns diSp~smg 
of tho bodies of such children without wntten 
certificate of a medic d practitioner, mcdic;tl 
ofli~er of health, or police magistrate. . Scc-
i ion 79 provides that if an inrnate of a pnvat.e 
hospital is found to be suffering from mf<;cti· 
ous disea•·e. and is removed to an infectious 
disca.seq hospital, tho hospital from which thP 
rn tient \VaS l"C'l110YC'd shall be liable for t~C ~ost 
·oi L:--utlnont in a nublic hmyital. S('cLtons 80 
aud 81 nroYidc for fh.: regisr.ration of nurses. It · 
is prm·!ded i hat they shall be registered by the 
Cm nsland Medical Board, and that the 

c llon.J.G.AppeC! 
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board shall keep a register of such nurses, and 
that a list of names of such nurses be pub­
lished in ·the Gazette annually. Section 82 
more particularly sets out who may be re­
gistered as general nur~.,es, and a three years' 
previous experience in nursing is 1nade a 
necessary qualification. Section 83 deals moxe 
particularly with nurses who may be registered 
as midwifery nurses. In these cases the per­
son claiming to be registered must hold a 
certificate· of midwifery from some hospital or 
other institution recognised under this Act. 
Persons ovBr the age of twentv-one who hold 
certain certificates and pa.;s ·the prescribed 
examination will be entitled to rBgistration. 
Section 84 provides that when a nurse is 
registBred she shall recBive a certificate and 
badge. Sections 85 and 86 provide penalties 
for false or fraudulent representations, and 
provide also for the canoellatio.n of certificates 
in cases in which nurses are convicted of an 
indictable offencr. Section 87 provides that 

nurses so registered are to have preference 
in.al! hospitals, subject to the .Hospitals Acts, 
1847 to 1891. Section 88 provides that fees 
and penalties in respect of private hospitals 
•hall be paid into a local fund, and in respect 
of nurses into tho comolidated revenue. Sec­
tion 89 gives power to make reiTulations with 
regard to this part o.f the Act. Under section 
90, in cases \vhere a nuisance or a condition 
injurious to health is ca.used bv anv ac" or 
default of a local authority, tho Comr;,issioner 
may take proceeding•· arraim' the local autho­
rity, and sectio.n 160 of the principal Act will 
not apply to such proceedim"s. In cases of 
emergency the clerk may cause to be carried 
out such wm::k as is necessary to prevent or 
remov~ a nursance. Section 91 gives a lor ..1l 
authonty power to bo.rrow moncv for tho 
purpose of CQnstruct}ng drainage and ~Bvv·er­
age works, etc., '·' itnout taking- a poll of the 
ravepayers. Taking into con:-:idf'ration the 
fact that we have profited hy the results of 
the conference held in Sydney, and that we 
have aJso drawn upon the <'xpe.rierlce of 
ot~er .Rtates in preparin~ this measure, I 
tlunk It may safely be concluded that mem­
bers hav., before them the last word in pme 
food legislation in this Bill. 

1\Ir. NEVITT: You mean up to date? 

The HOME SECRETARY: Up to date. 
Mr. NEVITT: Not the last word, I hope. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Quite so. In 
m.l' mtroductory remarks I ·pointed out that 
mnng to the steady advance of scientific re­
search, legislation which may be good to­
day may not meet tho needs of to-monow 
But in this up-to-date Bill you have wha; 
ma;v be called the last word in pun' food 
legislatiOn at the present time. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: As far as your :vlinistry 
is concerned. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I am sure 
that 1f the han. rnember would only take a 
portw.n of our pohtrcal!y pure democratic food. 
it would not do him any harm. (Laughter.) 
I-Iowcvor, I can g1ve hon. ITICtrlbcrs the as~ 
surance that the Bill now before them is ,. 
n1ore perfect n1ca.·urc than the Inca.::;urt.' in 
operation in New South \Vales in Victoria 
in South Australia, or in Ta':;m,cnia: and 
that it is a. doc~dcd improYem<mt upon the 
measure whrch IS law m Great Britain at 
th" present time. I ask hon. members to 
assi~t 1110 to n1ake tho JTI9asure Ia,v at the 
·...,rhest possible opportunity, as I an_ con-
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fident that it will make for improveme•rt 
in the health, happiness, and prosperity of 
the people of this State. Let us show b)­
making this nwasuro law as soon as pos­
sible that we are not unmindful of those 
democratic principles which we profess, but 
that we are honest and genuine in our pro­
fessions of democracy, and that our ears 
have not been deaf to the complaints of 
those sufferers who have had imposed upon 
them impure food and impure mille I 
move that the Bill bo now read a second 
ti1ne. 

HoNOURABLE .ME~IDERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. NEVITT (Carpentaria): In his in­
troductorv re1narks, the Hon1e Secretary 
said he ~as very proud to have the privi­
lege of bringing forward a measure such a,; 

this, and he also said that was the attitude 
of the great democracy of which he IS a 
supporter. Tho han. gentleman further 
said that the Gon.rnmcnt had not had suffi­
cient data previously on which to draft a 
Pure Food and Drugs BilL Before I sit 
down I shall endeavour to show that the 
last re1nark is not in ac0ordanco with fact. 
Every "''''ion since I have had the honour 

• of a seat in this House I ha vo brought 
under the notice of tho Government the 
absolute nec0ssity for a better administra­
tion of the existing Act, and the want of 
sufficient po''' or under that Act to do all 
that was necessary to insure a pure c-upply 
of food and drugs. The Home Secretary 
also said that this Government intended to 
do their best for the \velfare of the com­
munity and tho happinefs of the people;. I 
would like to call his attention once more 

to the fact that the Premier, 
[5 p.m.] only some eighteen months ago, 

n1adc use of an expression on 
the floor of this House, that the primary 
function of a Government was not to pro­
mote the happiness of its people. I say 
that the remarks of the Home Secretary 
and those of the Premier come into conflict 
with each other. There is another mathr 
I would like to bring under tho notice of 
the Minister. When introducing Bills of 
this kind, where v.-e are repealing ~:cctio:1R 
of exrsting Acts, the clauses of t.he BJ!l 
should be in parallel columns with the sec­
tions of tho Act, so that hon. members could 
clearly follow the' new clauses which arc 
inserted to take tho DlacP of the old sec­
tionf. That \YOuld haw simrlificd matters 
to a considerable extent. a1ld then hon. mpm­
bers would 'have been able to compare the 
clauses without lookin~; up the original 
Acts. It must be remembered that hon. mem­
bers aro not in possession of the statutes, 
and have to come to tho Honse to see them, 
and when they come they find that someone 

else is using them. They should either be 
supplied with the statutes at an early date, 
or else when Bills are introduced tho re­
pealed sections should be placed in parallel 
columns with the new clauses. The Home 
Sccrctarv also said that it was intended to 
prot.ect "the honest manufacturer, but I 
question whether it goe" far in that direc­
tion. There arc n1any "\Vays at present 
where the dishonest manufacturer is on a 
better footing thap the honest ma.nufac­
turer. I will giYo a case in point. In our 
fruit-preserving industry of to-day there is 
tho method of peeling fruit by what is 
known as the caustic soda and arsonic treat. 
ment. 

The HOME SECRETARY: That is provided 
for in the measure. 
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Mr. NEVITT: I am saying that I ques­
tion whether it goes far enough. I have 
read the clauses very carefully. I admit 
that in a Bill of this kind a good deal has 
to be done by regulation, as it is impossible 
to put in the standard of every article of 
food and drug in a Bill when it comes be­
fore the House. However. I sincerely hope 
that thG Homo Secretary is right in his r''­
marks when he states that the honest manu­
facturer will be placed at a better advrtn­
tage than the dishonest manufacturer will be. 
There is another direction in \vhich this 
Bill could have gone, and that is to deal 
with the number of quack medical men "·e 
haY0 in the cit,v of Brishanc to-day, llle'l 
who hold no qualification whatever-magnetic 
healers. 

The HoME SECRETARY: That is dealt with 
in a Modi< 3.! Bill which I hope to lay on the 
table in a few days. 

}Jr. NEVITT: I question if it would not 
have been better to put it in hero. 

The l-IO)IE SECRETARY: 'A'e could not put 
it in here: we will put it in the Medical 
Bill. 

Mr. :'\EVITT: You have left ot1wr things 
which could ha vo been inser+-cd, such as 
public abattoirs. 

Mr. LENXON: I-I car, lH '11' ! 

Mr. KEVITT: However, I shall come to 
that later on. The object of this Bill, the 
Home Secretary says, is to protect the con­
sumer; it is also to preYf'nt injury to the 
public by stopping the sale of bad, unwhole­
some, inferior, and adulterated foods. \Vu 
have been advocating that for a considerable 
titne. As I have already said, every ses::;ion 
since I have been here I have mentioned 
where the health of tho public was being 
undermined bv inferior foods, drugs, and 
beverages placed upon the market. and be­
fore I have done I will g·i,-e a few samples 
of these things and tho no--es 'ty for the 
introduction of a Bill .-.-.10h as this. In my 
estimation there is only one method hy 
which vou can guarantee that the people 
will get pure food and drugs, and that is by 
nationalising health. Lot us nationalise our 
doctors, our hospitals, our dispGnsaries--

0PPOSITIOX ME)1BERS: Hear, !war 1 

lVIr. NEVITT: I go so far as to say even 
our food supplY, because commercial moral­
itv to-dav is at such a low ebb as has never 
been known in the history of the world to 
fall so low as it is to-da}:, and that is the 
only way that the public can get tho pro­
tection that they are entitled ~o. 

OPPOSITION ME}!BERS: Hear, hc.u! 
The HoME SECRETARY: There are many 

honest traders. 

Mr. NEVITT: I grant you that, but it 
is not the honc;jt trader that \ve have to 
legislate against. '!'he dishonest trader is on 
an equal plane with the honest trader: unfor­
tunately, he is in a better position that the 
honest trader, because he can sell in so many 
directions. '!'he honest trader cannot put 
his article on the market at the price the 
dishonest trader sells it. If it is necessary 
to nationalise our asyli.1ms and our gaols­
which I think every member will admit-! 
say it is equally necessary to legislate so that 
the community should be supplied with a 
pure food and drug. and be sure when they 
go into a shop to ask for an article that they 
will be certain of getting the article they 
ask for; but under our system of commercial 

moraJity to-day it is almost impossible to 
got a pure article of food, or you do not 
know that you are getting it, if you ~o 
happen to get it. It would be a splendid 
investment for this Government 1f they 
would spend a few thousand pounds in the 
nationalisation of health: it would be a 
better way than spending 'it on im!lligration 
as they are doing now. Would 1t not be 
far better to look after and protect people 
already here, rathe-r than bring out hundreds 
of others to be victims of the cond!twns Ill 

v.hich, as the Ron. the Home Secretary has 
a.lrcadv remarked, some of the food IS bemg 
placed on !.he market? lt would be money 
well spent if they diverted £10,000 or 
£20,000 from immigration for the purp_ose 
of nationalising the hcal!.h of the commurnty. 
By that moans you would preserve the 
efficiency of the race. . Medical science has 
proved that our rac.cJ _1-Il rnany Instances. 1n 
the lower walks of hfe-tho hardworkmg 
classes of the co1nrnunity-are not in a posi­
tion to go to the best class of shops and 
get a pure food. Th<'y have to go to the 
smaller shops, where food is sold at a lower 
rate, and the rc,ult is that their health has 
been undermined, and tho death r':'te, . not 
only of Queensland, but of Austraha, 1s a 
g-reat deal higher than it should be. 

::\Tr. TROU1': Do vou mean to say that the 
srnallor n1cn are tllo dishonc~~t rncn? 

Mr. NEVITT: I did not say anything of 
the kind. If you would listen you would n(}t 
take that inference from my remarks. I· sa1d 
that a man with a small salary of £1 lOs. 
or £1 15s. a week, on which he has to sup­
nort a family is not in a nosition to go to 
~ bette.,- class 'of shop at which a fairly good 
article can inyariably be got. 

Mr. TROUT : You can get a good article 
from the better class of shops. 

Mr. NEVITT: Quite possible, providing 
tho trader is an honest one. I do not say 
that because a man is in a small way of 
business he is neccssaril~v a dishonest trader 
·-I do not intend that that inference should 
be drawn froru my remarks. There are 
pqually hon0't traders amongst the small 
nu~n: in fact, I question ,vhether they are 
not, in some instances, tnore honest than the 
large trader,. The deaths last year from 
phthisis in Queensland were 342. I believe 
this Bill will have a tendency to reduce the 
death rate in that direction. 

The Ho1IE SECRETARY: Hear, hoar! 

Mr. NEVITT: Because, as I have re­
marked, the preservatives that are placed in 
foods undermine tho svstcm and make the 
individual so much more li~ble to pick up 
the bacilli o£ phthisis, and not only to pick 
it up, but the system then bec(}mes. a fer­
tile ground for tho purpose of d1ssemmatmg 
the bacilli. 'Gnfortunately, our Health Act 
in the past, uml during the time the pr_e~ont 
Home Secretary has occupied that pos1tlon, 
has not l>een administered as it should have 
been. 

The HmiE SECRETARY: I beg to differ. _As 
far as our powers wont we did evorythmg 
that \vas ncce-; ,ary. 

Mr. NEVITT: I shall come to that part. 
At the present time under the Dairy Pro­
duce Act it is provided. that t.he premiSes 
used as a dairv or factory or milk shop shall 
be registered under the Act. 

The HDiiiE SECRETARY: '\Ve do not admin­
ister that. 

Mr. Nevitt.] 
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Mr. NEVITT: But it is administered bv 
tho present Government and not one­
twentieth of them are regi~tered in Brisbane 
If tho Government have these powers at 
present and do not administer the Act. what 
guarantee have we that they will administer 
1he mlcasure we ha vo before us? If thov had 
administered the Act in tho past as it should 
have been there 1vould not han' been tho 
nocos~ity . for the further legislation which 
lo hemp; mtroducod to-day. I am extremely 
pleased that we han' such a Bill introduced 
to-day. \Vhile on this matter, I would c.oJI 
attention to the fact that section 5 of the 
Dairy Produce Act r<'quircs dairic-j to be 
registered. The int0rpretation clau."c definps 
"t~ai~'Y" as inc:Iuding land, premis0s, and 
bmldmgs used. m connection with the pro· 
duction of 1ndk, and also an-F nrcmi~P.; 
wl:erc Crean:- iR .s0paratf'cl for the~ pu.rpos~' of 
being supphcd to a fa~Jtor•~. \Ve have scores 
of milk vendm·s in the • citv of Brisbane 
to-day who are not registered·. Tho milk is 
hemg produced under tho most unwho]co,omo 
co_nditions, and disHeminated through the 0ity. 
wrth the remit that the Commissioner of 
Health in sonw of his reports has told us 
that tho infantile mortality to a .-ery large 
extent was due to the rotten condition of 
the milk supply of the city of Brisbane. 

The Ho~IE SECRETARY: That is >Yhy we 
have provrded under the Bill that dairies 
must he registered by the Health Depart­
ment 

Mr .. NEVITT: I am telling you that you 
ha Ye alread0' powers under another Act to 
do so, and it is not being administered, and 
I want to know what guarantee >Ye have 
got that whe1_1 this n;easure is placed on the 
statute-book rt 1s gomg to be administered. 
Another enactment to which I wish to draw 
attention is that providing that pure and 
wholesome water should be supplied to stock 
from which the milk is consumed by the 
people in the community. Three years ago I 
brought under the notice of the House the 
fact that three or four dairy herds were 
running about in Victoria Pa.rk, and there 
"'as :"sm.-or goi~g through it, and tho same 
condrtwr:s preya1l to-clay. The dairy stock 
are gettmg water from waterholes in Vic­
tona Park whrch arc. contaminated by a 
sewer runmng throug-h rt, and yet they have 
had powers under the Act in 'the past and 
have. never <n·en attenl!,JtPd to <'nfa~_~c then1. 
Commg to the question of the medical man 
a medical man should be more than ~ 
n1onc}r-rrw.king nlaLhine, and if the Govern­
ment would nationalise a fair number of the 
Inedtcal 1nen, so that eYery person "\Yould 
ha.-e an ~pportunit~, of getting the be""t 
mcdJc.1l skill, 1t ""ould be the means of re­
ducing our death rat0 to a Ycry consider­
able extent. \\'hat is more, oi1e healthY 
subJect to a State is a good asset. Are w"e 
not now paying so,.rdhing likP £20 a head 
to brmg people. from tlw old country, and 
we are not loolnng after the people that we 
already haw' lwrc to the extent we should, 
A healthy i"dividual, from t.venty-fiye to 
thirty years of age. is considere~l to b~ 
\Vorth, at the Yl-_ ry least. in g con1n1nnitY 
such as Quennsland, £400. :\' ationalisin~· 
thP doctors would be one of the means of 
reducing th0 dc•ath rate. ;mel therebv reduc· 
ing the number that arc continualh; in our 
hospitals, and instnad of being a 'c!nw 0'' 

the market thc:v "·ould becom0" assets. That 
is ole rPa8on \Yhy I 1naintgin that the Go­
ver_nn1f'!lt are not o-oing far C'nough in their 
legrslatJon. It is frequently seen by anyone 
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who tra.-els throughout Qucc~nsland that it 
1s absolutely impossible for a large number 
of people in Queensland to get med;cal 
attention, and if the Government nation­
alised our doctors, there would be means 
devised bv which those people would be able 
to get th.:· ad.-antagcs of medical skill. The 
t.arne thing applies, as I n1entioned on the 
Address in Hcply, to some of our nurses. 
They should be nationaiised, or the State 
should pro,·ide a thorough :,ystem of bush 
nursing, and those nurses should be trained 
in the midwiferY branch of that professron, 
'·0 that a number of our people would be 
able to get the ben·.•ftts of that attention at' 
the time it is most needed. As I stated on 
the Address in Reply, t>YO cases carne under 
n1v obst'TYa.tion, and in one c1se I arn abso­
lntelv conYinced that had that woman been 
able· to get skilled nursing and attention, 
she and her child would have been alive 
to-day. I-Ier husband 'vas not in ~ position 
to send her where she could get slnlled nurs­
ing. and the result was, although she was 
only a young wonran, fro1n t1venty-five _to 
twenty-seyen yea,rs of age, she and her chrld' 
were sacrificed. These arc things that want 
impressing on the Government S? th!lt the:v 
can n1akc provision as far as possible 1n their 
pmvcr; and I say there are many ways by 
1Yhich the.- could do such as I suggest. I 
do not beiicve there is a claos of people in 
our conununity that do a greater amount 
of 1York for nothing than our medical men. 
The 1najority of the n1edica.l n~en, I am 
pleased to say, are of a hu1nanrtana.n nature, 
but, unfortunately, there are a few that arc 
not possessed of that milk of human kind­
ness that men in that profession should 
possess, and that is a further reason why I 
think it is the dutY of the GoYernmcnt to 
nationalise our docf,or~ \Yhen introducing a 
Health Bill, so that they would be able to 
render 1norc cffectiYe sCrvice to thore who 
need their serYices. In some respects the 
}H'C'":"~nt GoYcrnn1ent arc doing a fair amount 
of 'York in connection ,,-ith our schools, but 
I maintain it is not sufficient for the Go­
Yornmcnt to only proYide a doctor to. dia15-
nosr- a particular complaint. I _111a1ntaln 
the0· should go further. If they dragnose. a 
case, and tho parents of the child are not. m 
a position to provide the skilled attention 
required, I sa,· it is the duty of the State 
to stcn in and assist thPm. At the present 
tirnc ~ur Gon.:-rnn1ent consider it necessary, 
,,~hen a pri~oncr i»~ plac,;d upon his triaL 
and he is not in a position to pro.-ide counsel 
for defence-the Govornment comf' along 
and sav. for the honour of the Statf', that 
thov 1vill pro' ide that counsel for the pri­
son~;r at the bar. Frequently these people 
a.ro of the worst class, yet the Government 
n ali~'~" the neC(-'Rsitv a.nd i111portanco of pro­
Yiding cOunsel to defend those people, and, 
if poniblc, save their ]iycs; c·et the Go­
Ycrnrn('nt do not consid0r it necessary to 
provide medical attention to savP the; lives 
of a gr0at number of the better class ~n our 
coininunity. I say it is a great reflection on 
our present day ci,~ilisation that such_ a 
state o.f things should be allowed. Commg 
more clos0ly to the Bil!, the Home Seer•'· 
ta.rv c;t.atc-d ·that in othf'T ~)arts of _4._ustralia 
th,;v had had a con,idcrable amount of 
trouble wh0r0 th0 pcw<>r of authority. •yas 
nlaced in the hards of the local aut.hontres: 
'rhe sa 111f' thin~ has b0en exf,_ricnc?d alm_o~t 
eYen''Yhcrc ,~,h.::~re the po\YPr of enforcing 
legislation such as this has been plac·cd j, 
the ha•1ds of the local a uthoritv. It. has 
im-ariabl~· been a failure, for the simple· 
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reason that invariably the members of th._ 
local authorities are interested in some form 
or other in corr1n1orce. If they are not 
directly interested in a particular trade of 
the community, they arc interested from a 
sonal standpoint, or from some other stand­
point, with the result that it has invariably 
been found that It was absolutely impossible 
to enforce legislatiOn. I have given in­
stances already \Yhcrc we have .. A.cts on our 
statute-book, and for some reason or other 
tho local authorities or tho Government 
have not considered it neccssa,rv to enforce 
the same. I sincerely hope, i( this Bill is 
passed, that !he Home Department will 
instruct tho Commissioner for Public Health 
to carry out its provisions in tho most strin­
gent 1nanner, becau;,:o there is no Act on 
our statuto-book to-day that requires more 
cloce supervision than an Act of this kind 
in order, as I have already stated, if it i~ 
for no other reason than to protect the 
honest producer against the dishonest one. 
Of <·:mrsil, that is not the only object we 
have in view. The main ohjcct, as stated 
should be for tho protection of the con: 
su1ner, and if it is not adn1inistered in a. 
proper manner tho consumer will not get 
the protection that he is supposed to get 
under this Bill. The definition clause covers 
a very wide range, and I do not think it is 
possible to apply a better test than the test 
of the British Pharmacopmia to our pro­
ducts. There are proprictar;; articles that 
I am afraid it will be a verv difficult matter 
to deal with. As has already been re 
rnarked, son1c of our chemists are complain­
mg of ~orne of. the clauses in the Bill. They 
complam that It Is not JUSt that they should 
be called upon to place the formula of their 
goods on each bottle as it is distributed :JVer 
<.lie counter. There may bP a curtain arr101tnl: 
of reason in that request providing it cii d 
n~t include noxious or poisonous drugs. 
'Y\ v may be able to get over the di.llicu:cv in 
Committee by specifying proprietary articles 
that do not contain what is kno\vn as noxious 
drugs~ Ol' drugs o·~ a sedita.tiY-e n-aturf', may 
be exempted. There is not the slightest 
doubt that tho chemist; have a good deal 
on their side. A n1an who haR spent a con­
siderable number of years in his profession, 
and by careful study has been able to pro­
duce a proprietarc' article which is of bonoiif 
to the community, and if this clause is 
passed in its present form, it means that 
(,:very person in the comn1unit'.~ \voulil haYo 
the benefit of that particula; individual's 
brains. \Vhcther that is a good thing o 
otherwi ", I will not co_mmit myself to say 
at this stage, but I say It IS a matter which 
reqnires a good deal of careful considera­
tion. Clause 16 gives thG Commissioner 
power to ta.ko possession and <..nalyse a 
number of theo,e proprietary or so-termed 
patent medicines. That is a very excellent 
clan·, If it is found that the articles are 
of a useless or fraudulent nature, the Com­
nli~ ~ioncr h:> s the power t.o prcYcnt that 
article being placed on tho market. It is a 
Yery useful clause alwa~ ,; prm·iding it is 
administered in the wav it should be admin­
i,tered. Coming to the clause dealing with 
adulterated drinks. EYen this week I have 
heard _peoj1lc "'v that there was no necessity 
for thiS Bill. 8omc years ago a case came 
before the com·t in. B~·isbane. when schnapps 
was found to contam 28 grams of sulphuric 
acid per gallon. I think anvonc will admit 
that a £2 penalty is not sufficient for any­
one who IS vile enough to put 'ulphuric acid 
in a beverage. 

The HO:IlE SECRETARY: Can you say hv" 
we could increase tho penalty? 

:.VIr. !\'EVITT: The way I would increase 
it would be not to have a moneY fine af. 
all. It should be imprisonment, and as a 
further penalty he should not be allowed 
in that particular trade afterwards. A man 
who is guilty of an action of that kind is 
a danger and a l11enac? to the conununity. 
. .A quantity of run1 waB taken so1ne few years 

·"go "-hich contained an enormous quantity 
of tobacco. \Yhen that rum was analysed it 
,.,~as foulld to contain a large percentage of 
nicotine. I say no penalty is great enough 
or <;:cn~rP e~ough for a. Inan who is capable 
of actions of that nature. Tho same argu­
ment applic•s to any individual who adulter­
ates foods with ingredients which have a 
deleterious effect unon the community. \Ve 
have had cac;cs, as shown in the annual 
report. of tho Commissioner for Public 
Health, whe-re milk has been adulterated up 
to 40 per cent. Raspberry syrup has con· 
taiued as high as 28 per cont. of proof spirit. 
'This was termed a teetotal drink. I am 
very pleased to find that the Bill provides 
that aerated waters shall not corrtain Inore 
than 2 per cent. of proof spirit. \Ve haY' 
had on the market raspberry jam adulter­
ated up to 60 per cent. with apple pulp. 
That i.s a case where the consumer or dealer 
was being robbed. He is charged with the 
value of a rather expensive and scarce fruit 
which has been adulterated up to the extent 
of 60 ]Wr cent., and yet is charged a pr_ice 
at which he should have got the gcnume 
article. These are cases which show the 
necessity of a Bill of this kind. Thirty­
seven 8ampleR of tea '''ere taken, and twenty­
;;ix were found to be not up to standard anrl 
were fictitious in some form or other. :Yius­
tard contained as high as 70 per cent. of 
starch, and pepper up to as high as 20 per 
cent. of sand, not farina, as the Home Secre­
tary nernarked. These figures are from the 
Govcrnn10nt Analyst's report. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That shows 
some attention is being paid to the adminis­
tration, does it not? 

Mr. NEVITT: It shows some attention 
has been paid, and, as I remarked in reply 
to a similar 1nt.eriection sorne twelve months 
ago, the I-!f:..tlth Comrriissionc-- stated he had 
not sufficient officers to collect samples and 
to enforce the powers he had already under 
ilw existing Act. As to the nec·9ssity of fur­
ther supervision. the Minister for Customs 
in Melbournc-I have had to go to Mc 1 

bourne to get son1c of th" se reports, as I 
could not get them in my own Sta!·:-tlv~ 
Home Secretary promised the other mght to 
trv and get the Commissioner for Health's 
rc.port laid on the ta,ble before the present 
Bill was proceeded with. 

Tho Ho~IE SECRETARY: I am just going 
through a draft of it now. 

Jl.ilr. NEVITT: I would verY much have 
liked to have gone through it b"efore I spoke 
on this Bill. I-ImYcYer, I have had to '!'" 
to Melbourne to get a few samples m 
woollen t'. xtile··. The Customs officer in 

:\1elbourne took twcub--five sam­
[5.30 p.m.] pies of \YOollcn goods,· and found 

Se\'en only genuine, eighteen of 
them being mixed with cotton to tho extent 
of from 5 per cent. to 66 per cent. There 
was an ayerage of 44 per cent. of adulterant 
in the "·oollen goods. It is a well-known 
fact that \Ye have to import the majority of 
our textile goods frmn the satne places as 

JJ1 r. .N em:tt -1 
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the Melbourne people import theirs from; 
so that the same conditions as to adultera­
tion prevail in Queensland. He took eleven 
samples of linen goods, and found nine of 
them adulterated with cotton and two with 
flax, not one of them being up to the sup­
posed qnality. And we know that some 
time ago the Federal Government had to 
take action against some fraudulent tanners 
in Australia. The British Government went 
so far as to refuse to take Australian made 
goods for the army remounts, because th<• 
leather was adulterated with glucose antl 
chloride of barium to the extent of 16 per 
cent. The average cost of the adulterant is 
1d. per lb., and the average price of the 
leather submitted to the British Government 
was 10d. per lb. ; so that the fraudulent 
manufacturers were making a profit of 9d. 
per lb., or £13 Ss. 9d. per ton. It was not 
so much a matter of the British Go>ern. 
ment being taken down, but the goods placed 
011 the market in England got such a name 
-that now people will not accept our goods. 
That is why I say this Bill, when it becomes 
law, should be administered in the most 
stringent manner. Now I intend to quoto 
a rather lengthy article in order to show 
people how they arc robbed in vctrious wa:·s. 
This is an article that appeared in The 
World's 1Vork and Play on patent medi­
cines, by 2\!lr. Adams. 'What I am going to 
quote has reference to tho patent medicine 
kno\Yn as "peruna," and I n1ay stato that 
it is sold in Australia, and not long ago 
was advertised very larg<ely in our Bris­
bane paper-,). In one of our papers I sa\v 
a full page advo< a"ting the use of this article. 
'This is what Thlr . .._\darns says-

" Another ostensible cure for catarrh is 
peruna, \Vhich is described as the n1ost promi­
nent proprietary nostrurn in AnieriLt (also 
Bold in Australia). Anyone wishing to n1ake 
peruna for horne con~umption, Rays 1\Ir. A damP y 

may do so by rnixing half a pint of Colognf··~ 
spirit, 90 proof, with a pint and a-haif pf 
wah'r, adding thereto a little cubeb:::; 1nr 
fiavour and a little burnt sugar for colour. It 
will cost in srnall quantities about 3~2d. 
or 4d. a quart; rnanufactured in bulk, it 
costs, including bottle and wrapper, about 
41~d., and Bold at 4s. At this rate, of coUL·'~~ 
peruna has nrany imitators; but itg pop,1; 1~·ity 
doe:;: not depend upon the nu1nerous com­
-plaints, fronr mun1ps to consumption, '·' ll.id1 
they proff'·,s to cure, but upo!l the ale _,hol ~ t 
contains. A corn pound of 'cvPn d. russ '" ith 
Colof';'ne spirit is the authenticatr·d f'JfJnula 
of peruna, but the total of the seven drw::o; i::; 
less than half of 1 per cent. of the product. 
and Cologne spirit, the commercial terrn for 
alcohol. To the O\vners' argtnnent that nobody 
could get drunk on the prescribed dose of 
peruna, ~'Ir. Adams replies that what rnakf::::-; 
it a curse to the community is the fact that 
the minin1u1n dose fir,.t ceases to satisfy, then 
the moderatE'! dose, and finally the rnaximurn 
dm,e; and the unsuspecting patron, who began 
with it as a medicine, go::.::; on to use it as a 
beverage, and finally to be enslaved by it a.-; 
a habit. T·he Arnerican Government forbid~ 
the sale of this n1edicine to Inr1ians, becam'.'., 
says the Treasury Departlnent, it leads to 
intoxication. A druggist in a Southern ll0-

1icPnse town remarks UlJOn the large sale o-r 
peruna there. I ha 1 e sef'n, he ~ ays, persons 
thoroughly intoxicated from taking peruna. 
The comn1on rernark in this place when a 
drunken party is particularly obstreperous is 
that he is on a peruna drunk. It is a notorious 
fact that a great n1any 'do u c peruna to get the 
alcoholic effect; and th2y certainly do get it 
good and strong." 

I maintain that is a case in point where 
the people should be made acquainted with 
the nature of the article, and where tlv: 

[Mr. Nevitt. 

Commissioner of Public Health, finding such 
a patent medicine placed on the market, 
should immediately take power to compel 1t 
to be taken off the market, and to prosecute 
the people responsible for plam_nl;\ 1t on the 
market. Another patent medwme on th~ 
market is aquamiel, which contams 97.3.J 
per cent. of water and 2 per cent. of 
alcohol; and the concluding rema;k~ of an 
analvst on this medicine are that 1t 1s abso­
lutely worthless, and tha:t the representa­
tions made concermng 1t are false and 
fraudulent. The Government did not come 
in to nossession of these facts yesterday ; they 
ha vc ·had them in their possession for years ; 
so that very little credit is due to them. for 
introducing this Bill at so late a penod. 
It should have been introduced years ago, 
but, on the principle of. "better late than 
never," I welcome the B1ll. 

The TREASURER: Don't scold them for 
bringing it in now. 

Mr. "NEVITT: I am not doing that; I 
am scolding you for being so lax as. to the 
public welfare in the past; and .I thmk the 
casc<s I have quoted are a ru!Jtcient ans1ver 
to the people who say there _Is no !lend for 
tho introduction of such a Bill. I have nut 
found anv allusion in the Dill to moth)·lnt~.-: 
spirit, which is very cheap, and which offers 
no temptation to the avora.ge md1v1dual. 
But vvhen the alcoholic craving becornes '"~. 
mania, people will get alcohol somehow or 
other; and if they can get 1t 111 no. other 
way, they will fly to methylated sp!l'lt to 
sati,fy the craving. I therefore thmk there 
should be provision made in the regulatwns 
for putting some ingredient into methylated 
spirit that will make it absolutoly obr;oxwus 
to even the most depraved taste. C_ommg 
to the question of milksellers and. thmr pre­
nlises, I do not see any provision vnth ~espect 
to diseased cows fou:od on tho premi>'es of 
dairnv':n-with respect to destroying or 
othei·wisc dealing with them. _There are 
co\u with tubnculosis of tho 1mlk-glands; 
and thC'rc should b, SOITIC' n1ethod to over­
come that particular trouble, because it ;s 
well known that the bacilli of tuberculosiS 
will live through the process of butter-mak­
ing and cheese-making, so that the danger ·.s 
just as great from eating the butter or the 
cheese as from drinking the milk. Some 
people r· ay that bovine tuberculosis is not 
cornmunica.ble from cattle to tho human 
being; but I have here a little article fro!l1 
the Tuberculosis Commission that sat 1r. 
Bnglancl some time ago. This is from the 
fin,;:! re.port of the commission, and is dated 
from London, 13th July of the present 
year-

" r:l'he Royal Comn1ission on tuberculosis has 
brouo-ht up iL final renort. The coinrnission 
conc~des that bovine iubereulo,,is is readily 
comn1unicable to infants and children with 
fatal results, and is particularly coinn1unicable 
to the abdon1inal organs and cervical glands. 
Cows' milk, it is stated, is a large source of 
infection, and one-half of the cases of children 
dying from abdominal tuberculosis are generally 
traC(',1ble to the human germ, but cases of 
bovine tuberculosis in adults are sufficiently 
extensive to incapacitate the patients for life. 
The comn1issioners recomn1end the adoption of 
tringent reguhtions a:r1d Government ,•_uper­

vi~ion ov-_•r supplies of nH .1t and milk, irre­
;::pective of whether the bovine diRease occurs 
in the udders or in the internal organs. The 
cost of the inquries madP by the comn1ission 
for the past ten years anwunts to £75,557. 
Seven more volumes of reports are pro1nised by 
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the Commission, and will contain chiefly details 
of the experiments carried out on Lord Blythe's 
farm." 
That is the conclusion to which they came 
after giving the matter yery careful con­
sideration; so it is absolutely essential that 
supervision of a very strict nature over all 
classes of dairy cattle should be made. 
The latter part of clause 30 deals with 
the faulty construction of boots, and pro­
vides that no person shall keep for sale 
or supply any boots of which the soles 
contain cardboard or papm·. I have 
looked for a similar provision dealing 
with textile goods, but have not been able 
to find one. From facts which have come 
under my obsenation, I think it is equally 
necessary to protect the purchaser in regard 
to textile goods, and I hope that som<l 
stringent provision dealing with the matter 
will yet be inserted in the BilL Clause 32 
provides for the te,ting of alcohol, but it 
does not say what strength alcohol sold to 
the public shall be. I do not know whether 
that is a matter which will be dealt \Yith 
in the regulations, but it appears to me that 
the strength should be stated in the Bill. 
_ \leohol is consurned to a large extent, and 
I maintain that tho public are entitled to get 
the beYera.ge they ask for as pure as it 
possibly can be. A number of dealers pur· 
chase a very good class of spirits in bond. 
The spirit is t.!wn overproof, and they break 
it dmnt themselves. 

:\lr. HARDACRE: That is quite a common 
practice. 

Mr. NEVITT: Yes, I am aware of that, 
and it is necessary; but the point I wish to 
niako is that son1e unscrunulous tradcn; reduce 
spirit of a good class -which is 20 or 30 
onJrproof down to 20 degro~ s under proof, 
and th: n bring it back to a higher strength 
by adding ro\Y spirit. No 1noro deleterious 
thiLg ca11 bo taken into the hurnan systen1 
tlwu rav· spirit, and that should not be 
permitiod, so that I think it would be better 
to stab in the Bill what strength spirit 
must, be th;m to leave the matter to regula­
tions. Clause 43, dealing with tho defence 
which a person prosocutc<l fur selling adul­
terated food or drugs ma.y offer, is a very 
necessary one indeed. L nder that provision a 
retail trader can clear himself if he has 
purchased the goods under certain condi­
tions, wl'lich are specified. A great propor­
tion of our goods to-day arc put up in parcels 
or packets, and the ordinary retailer will 
have no difficulty in protecting himself if he 
observes the conuitions laid down in this 
clause, as by so doing he will throw tho 
onus on the manufacturer. Coming now to 
the provisions dealing with infeetiow· 
diseases. I notice that one clause distinctly 
states that the site, plan, and specification's 
of a hospital for infectious diseases shall bo 
submitted to the' Commissioner of Publie 
Health for his approval. When we go into 
Committee I shall endeavour to get inserted 
a similar provi,ion dealing with private 
hospitals. The question of what are in­
fectious diseases is to be left to regulations. 
I think it is high time the Government took 
the gloves off and took action with regard 
to the disease of syphili&. (Hear, hoar !) 
The stamina of our race is being under­
mined to a large extent by the ra vagL'S 
of this dread disease. ThE' other week the 
Sydney Bulletin spoke out very strongly on 
this matter in an article which should be 
read and digested by every member of this 
House. The statements contained in that 

article rnay surprise a good n1any membe~s 
of this Chamber, and I propose to read 1t 
to the House. It is as follows:-

" Just ho\v deeply Australia is scored with 
one of the grimn1est diseases known to rnan­
kind, it is impossible to say. In the nat':lre of 
things there are no reliable figures u vallable. 
A line may possibly be got from l\faoriland, 
,~rhere, in the words of Dr. Findlay, Minister 
for .Justice in the Don1inion~ 

" According to the best calculations that 
can be n1ade on the statistic::; and 
other figures obtainable, 60 per cent. 
of all malE:s contract sexual disorders. 
before they reach thirty; while from 
G5 per cent. to 80 per cent. of the 
abdominal and pelvic operations on 
wmnen are dne to the infection that 
ensues. 

Australia may not be in such a bad way as 
l\tiaoriland ; on the other hand, it may be in 
a ( 'Jllsiderably worse way. In the Universities 
of Gern1any, where se-xual troubll -· have been 
handled vlith the gloves off, it is on n cord that 
25 pet· c ~nt. of the .students become infected 
C1:Gry tc m _; and according to Havelock Ellis, 
in the German annY-where supervision is 
particularly car" ful__:" the yearly nunJbPr of 
n1en invalided equals a third of the total nunt­
ber wounclPd in the Franco-Prussian \Var." 
Let it be again insisted that the trouble by 
·which a vast nu1nber of these men art' laid 
lov.r iR no ( Jnlparative triviality like s1nallpox 
or typhoid fever. It bears a fairly close 
analogy to leprcRy. ~\. great authorit~, has r::Lid 
that witl out it there would bl no ne::.·vous 
diseases iP.. the 'vorld. It is c~rtainly respon­
~;ible for 95 per cent. of C"1se -: of g"moral paraly­
sis and loemno-t Jr ataxia. A big proportion of 
casGs of brain softenillg and d~=>mentia, and 
inr.utner .ble skin, nof-:e, and eye complaints are 
due to it. Ia its final maniff -tation it is 
inde·~:,rihable. The highe.'t order of Hight 
T:linkin,;, Person nwy contract it. It rnny be 
inhertted. A son may lHHVIttin:=;ly transn:it it 
to his 1notht r by kissing her on the cheek. 
Doctors and nurses stand in daily peril of it. 
It nu-1y lurk on th0 rim of any gla~·.; or cup in 
any hotel or tearoom; on any towel or fork 
cr roll of bread or bunc'l of grar "J or tn-1111 or 
pawn ticl\:ct. ..'ind each per~on who is infected 
7Jccomes iinmC'diately a distributing-focus for 
tlJe ruin of innumerable other, In l\·fanchuria, 
at the present Inmnent, .Japan _;,: pouring out 
J!!Oney like \vater, with the object of t up pres­
sing pneumonic plague. Sydney did the sarne, 
a decade ago, in order to banish bubonic plague. 
All ever the Com:monwt :dth hundreds of thou­
sands sterling .1r:~ ( ~pended yearly in the fight 
with thP \Vhite Df'ath. Yet ag dnst a disease 
which is n1ore loathsome thn u plague, and 
perhaps as disastrous, nationally .speaking, as 
tuberculosis itRelf, not a finger is being raised. 
Australia, with an anny and navy in the mak­
ing, is inert in the pre·:<:nce of that which has 
for centuries done fl.,:>adly damage to arn1ies. 

11 nd for no more rational cause than that 
''rhic11 precludes the re,,IIy genteel Yankee fr01n 
n1entioning the word "ston1ach" in the hearing 
of his lady friends." 

Tho subject is a delicate one, hut it is a 
subject that we should deal with as dfec­
tiYely as possible. It should be included as 
an infectious disease to be dealt with under 
this Bill. Daring the rocmJt visit of some 
C niversity professors from the South I had 
tho privile>ge of conversing with some of 
those gentlemen, and one of them told me 
that if the medical profc,sion had the power 
they would like to possess to deal with this 
disease, they could stamp it out in two or 
three generations. That is the conclusion 
arrived at by those who have Jmrsued scim:­
tific investigittions, and I say it behoves the 
Government to take up this matter, and 
deal with it as it should be dealt with. 
Referring now to the typhoid carrier, I 
should like to know what would be done in the 

Mr. Nevitt.) 
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case of a man who is a fairly healthy sub­
ject, but ,,-ho Ir.ay be declared to be a 
typhoid carrier. l presume that if such a 
1na.n is a Iue.1nber ot a friendly society the 
medical officer will put the cost of his 
isolation on the communitv as a whole. At 
.any rate, tlus is a matter' which we should 
. consider bel ween now and the Committee 
•tage of the Bill. Clauses 67 to 69 deal with 
private hospitals, and state who shall be 
allowed to conduct such institutions. At 
present anyone can put up a signboard and 
•ay that his place is a private hospital. 
There has been no supervision over such 
.institutions, and the proprietors have not 
been compelled bo make returns of patients 
treated in them. I am glad to notioo that 
.this Bill provides that they iihall be pLncJ en 
the same footing in that respect as public 
hospitals, and that the proprietors shall be 
compelled to mako periodical returns show­
ing the number of patients in such a hospital 
and the dertths which have occurred. It is 
also provided that proper accommodation 
;;hall be provided for the nurses. There are 
many of our general hospitals in which the 
"-CCommodation for nurses is not satisfac­
tory, and 1 think that the Commissioner 
of Public Health, when traYelling through 
the country, should visit Oilr public hospitals 
and report on the sleeping· accommodation 
provided for the staff. The place in which 
the staiT sleep should be as good as that in 
y;hich the patients arc housed. While on 
duty, nurw~s con1e in contact \vith the 
patients and breathe a vitiated atmosphere, 
and they should have proper sleeping accom­
mod<>tion when they go ofT duty. I find 
that while the plans and site of an hospital 
for infectious diseases haYe to be submitted 
to and approved by the Commissioner of 
Public Health, the plans of a general hos­
pital have to be approved by tho lo.cal autho­
rity. If it is considered necessary to obtain 
tho approval of the Commissioner of Pnblic 
Health in the case of hospitals for the 
treatment of infectious diseases, I think it 
is equally necessary for him to determine 
whether tho accommodation proposed to be 
provided in " public hospital comes up to 
tho required standard. The same conditions 
•hou!d apply to both kinds of hospital. I 
do not altogether follo.w clause 59. I carl-

not understand the Home Secre­
[7 p.m.] tary repealing that section of the 

Act which pro-;ide'· for free dis­
infection of clothing, cte. I do not think 
i'hat is a s1· ·p in the right direction. I 
think it would bo far bettor if that proyision 
\Yas retained, becaus-, if clothing or any 
othPr o.rticlo requires disinfecting, it would 
be much bettor for the protect.ion of tho 
oommunitv if that was rdaincd in tho Bill. 
Then thc;c> is another cLu .e for the inser­
tion of which I do not under-tand the rea­
son-that is clause 79, \Yhich states that a 
pat.icnt in a private hospital, if found to be 
S!J:fferin;;;- frotn ·an infectious disease, n1us't 
be rcmoYBd from that priva.te ho.cpita] and 
taken to the infections hospital, and the 
privatG hospital is rcsponsil,]e for all cho.rges 
and expenses. 

The Ho~m SECRETARY: Yes, at. th~ P''l'­
sent tin1e local authorities are rcsponsibl<...~ 
for the infectious diseases hospi·i .,1 for the~ 
maintenance of the cases from their area._ 
In a private hospital people ar<· brougln­
from outside the area, and yet the local 
authority is responsible as if they were 
resident in that area-it is to obviate> tiM t 
injustice. 

!Mr. Nn>itt. 

Mr. NEVITT: It does not appear to me 
to be a just clause. Whilst I am with the 
Home Secretary in trying to pnt upon the· 
statute-book stringent legislation for the 
control of these matters, I think at tho same 
time we should try to be just. 

Mr. MuRPHY: I think that is very fair . 

Mr. NEVITT: I question whether it is 
fair to throw the responsibility for the keep­
ing of a patient taken from a pnvate to an 
infectious hospital. However,. It IS a 9-ues­
tion which will be considered _m Committee. 
The Bill, speaking generally, IS more a B1ll 
for Committee than for second readmg, be­
cause we all agree with the general prm­
ciples of the Bill. At the same time, I con­
sidered it was my duty to bn~g a few matters 
which struck me most formbly before the 
House so that hon. members will be able, to 
look them up. Another very go?d clause m. the 
£ill is the compulsory possosswn of a. b1rth 
certificate fm the dis!JOsal of a st!llborn' 
child and I think that that will be produG­
tive 'of good. Another goo4 clause is that 
providing that all prem1ses where the 

manufacture of food is taking plac.:; shall 
be registered, and I hope that that will, <tlso 
be administered in a proper manner. 1.~ere 
is a very important omissio~ in the _Bill­
that is, a provision for pubhc abatto~rs. T 
think this is a place where a questwn of 
that kind could be better dealt with th~n 
under any other Bill. There aro certa1~1 
powers given under the Slaughtermg Act, 
but to a large extent that Act IS to-day .a 
dead ktt . .:.)r. I a~k. anyone ,vhcth~r i.t ~~ 
possible for the lmnted number 01 oflicCJs 
or police to go and. inspect the w_holo of th:' 
slaughter-houses w1thm . the Bnsbane dis­
trict" It is absolutely 1mposs1blc. Govo_rn· 
rnent abattoirs should be erected. In South 
Australia the Government have erected 
them. and if a man in the country has. ," 
consignment of fat lambs and she,· P wh1ca 
he wants to send to Europe, all he has f:c> 

do is to put them on the train at the ncares; 
railway station to his farm and scad th> . ."· 
to Adelaide, and tho Government do "h<' 
rest. 

Mr. TROUT: vVhat does he do in a small 
place? 

Mr. NEVITT: In a. small ole,ce then' is 
no necessity. But in a,, 11lace hke B~Isb1_anc~ the hon. HlE'mlx~r for nnoggcra l~1USIJ :-n.o\V 
n<"·fcctlv well that provision _for the k!Ilmg 
and rlressing of meat is a fair thmg, and. I 
an1 sure ho as a fair-n1inded n1an would 'vr l­

comc_' public abattoirs. 
Tlw HO}IE SECRE'l'UlY: All thcs8 matters 

arP dcdt with in the Dairy Prodl;lcP Act1 
which is administered by the A,c;noultura 1 

Department. 

Mr. NEVITT: I beg to diifer from the 
I1ome Secretary. 

The• HO}[E SECRETARY: I am m1l 1 stating 
a fact. 

Mr. NEVITT: You are stating the 
110\\er which are given to tho AtSric:lltl~rai 
Department; but I am also sta~if.!g a t3 •ct 
when I sav the Act is not adtmmstered as 
it should b'e. 

The Ho:~rE SECRETARY: I am only con­
ce~·ned about the administration of my own 
department. 

Mr. NEVITT: I am quite satisfied that 
anyone who knows anythin_g :about the subject, 
knows the Act is not admm1stered. 
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The HOME SECRETARY: I only mention that 
.as one of the reasons why it is not Intro­
-duced in this measure. 

Mr. NEVITT: Meat is one of •Jur most 
impm:tant articles of diet, and yet, for all 
p~actwal purposes, it goes without sup2r­
YIS!On. It should have been placed' undet· 
this Bill, under which it could have been 
administered, instead of by the Agricul .. 
tural Department. Why does the Agricul­
tural Department administer a portion of 
our food supply-because that is wh<tt it 
means 1 There is no place so well e1ti<t pterl 
for its inclusion as this particular Bill. 

The HoME SECRETARY: The Cormucn­
wealth likewise, in connection with meat for 
export, takes part in it. 

Mr. NEVITT: I know they do, but they 
have no connection v•:ith meat for homO 
consumption. I v. as told the other day that 
the Commonwealth Government, possibly in 
the coming session, intend to introduce a 
Pure Food and Drugs Bill. I hope that is 
true, bocaus~ being a national question, it 
is the duty of the Commonwealth Govern­
ment to undertake it. I bclieve we will be 
more likely to get administration with­
out favouritism. 

The Ho~IE SECRETARY: The representative 
vf the Commonwealth Government was PL'C­

sent at the conference I have mentioned, at 
which the whole of the resolutions, whiclt 
a;e embodied in this Bill, were submitted, 
discussed, and passed. 

Mr. NEVITT: I saw it stated in one oi 
the papers recently that it was the inten­
tion of the Federal Government to intro­
duce legislation on this matter during tho 
-coming socsion. The Home Secretary re­
marked that the Agricultural Department 
have powers of adi'lini~tration in regard to 
the export of m<mt. The Federal Govern­
mont rc alised that the supervision which 
took place under tho State Act was not 
sufficient, and they had to stc'p in to pre­

serve th<' good name of tho fair exporter 
of meat in Australia. 

The PRE:YIIER: No, no! 

Mr. NEVITT: That was practically what 
it amounted to. 

0PPOSITIO~ J\1E:YIBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. NEVITT: Take another article­
butter, for instance. The Federal Govern­
ment insisted that it should not contu i'" 
more than 16 per cent. of moisture, but tho 
butter manufactured in Queensland can con­
tain as n'luch 1noisture a~ the article can 
take. 

The PRE1fiER: It is under the Federal 
Aet. 

Mr. NEVITT: Only for export. 
The PRE:WIER: But thev do not manufac­

ture~ se-parately for oach'---one rnanufacturo 
covers the whole. 

:\fr. :!'\EVITT: I have bh'n in factories 
1vhcro they \vcrc n1anufacturing butter for ox­
port and butter for local consumption, and 
the butter manufactured for export wc1s ch-iu;· 
and better butter than that for local con­
su1nption. 

The PI!E::.HER: The local consu1ncr require~;; 
thf' best. 

l\Ir. NEVITT: The expert in cha"go of the 
factory pointed out the difference, and any­
one cOuld see that one butter \YEW \VOi'ked 
(''Jllsiderably more than the other. with the 
result that the mmsture was extracted, and 
the colour of the butter itself conveyed to any 

ordinary individual that there was some 
differen~e, although they migltt not have been 
able to state the cause of it. As I said, I 
will welcome tho time when the Federal 
Government takes over this matter, because 
the health of the people is a national subject, 
and I believe tho National Parliament would 
administer it without favour to any one, and 
I am rather inclined to think that in the past 
some of the Acts of the State have not been 
administered as they should have been. I 
remarked that in one of the departments 
over which the Home Secretary had preeided, 
the Act had not been carried out as it should 
have been, and he corrected me and said that 
in the case I was speaking of the Act was 
under another-denartment, but I can give him 
a case, which .I- quoted on the Ad dross in 
Reply, where the officers of his own depart­
ment had gone into court and smd to the 
presiding magistrate, " The department does 
not want to be vindictive," and yot that was 
tho second offence of that man for adultera­
tion of milk. I say that if a man of that 
kind adulterates milk his license should be 
cancelled, and yet that was a case in which 
the officers of his own department sa1d they 
had no desire to be vindictive, and a paltry 
fine of £3 or £4 was inflicted. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The maximum pro­
vided by the Act was not sufficient. 

Mr. NE,VITT: The officers of the depart­
ment did not ask for the infliction of the 
maximum penalty, but practically said that 
they v.rerc not pressing this case. The point 
I wish to make is that there was a second 
conviction. I realise that a good deal will 
have to be done by regulation, and I sincerely 
hope that the regulations will be placed upon 
tho table of the House before t!J,, sess1on con­
cludes so that we will have an opportunity 
of . go'ing through then:: ,,. and making any 
alteratiOns we see fit. THere should be pro­
vision made for flies and dust-proof covers 
for a number of ordinarv articles of diet 
8Uch as rnilk, nwat, jam, ~confectionery, et.c. 
I welcome tho Bill. It is certainly a step m 
tho right dircdion, but as I previously 
rcn1arked, the comrnercial n1orality of to-day 
is at a lower ebb tltan C'>Cr before in tho 
world's histol'Y and it has created a class 
of noop]o whc;;c God is grc•d, whoso devil 
is llcod, and \;hose Paradiso is to buy in 
tho cheauost and sdl in the dearest market 
irrP'ipocti-vo of tho cost to anJ body. This is 
a Bill in the• ri~ht direction, and it will have 
n tendency to p~t down that ayaricious, good­
for-nothing indi.-iduul that I think we all 
haYo a do~ire tJ do. But I an1 forced to 
this conclusion-the sarnc conclusion that L,~dy 
\Y arwick has come> +o. Ladv \Yar\vick is one 
of the old nobility in England. and in speaking 
on this and other allied mattas some time ago, 
:<lu:: said "Every int·~lligPnt person ad:mits 
to-da,, that socialism of-fc"·s tho only ron1edy 
for nOyorty, ovcr-cro\Yding-, food adulteration, 
UTI(';np}oyrnent, and !)hysiCaJ deterioration."· 
I an1 -forced to the sa1no conch~o:ion. because 
n1cn. or bodiPs of n1en, arc ga1n0 to do and_ do 
do anvthing in ordur to Inake a big banlnng 
accoullt, and until you. oradica,te that sC'lfi.sh­
ncss that is in human nature·, I do not th~nk 
under commercial lifo il is possibl~~ to haYc:' 
such a con1n1unit-:~ as \VC' dE",..:;irc. That was my 
I cason, in the early part of lllY remarks, for 
udvocating the nationalisation of doctors and 
hospitals. and. if necessary, all classes of food. 
If \VO did nationalise all tlte doctors, hospitals, 
and foods, we would, in a very short time, 
haYc> a much better race than wo have to-day. 

Mr. Nevitt.] 
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As I have already stated on that very delicate 
subject, what have the Gm·ornment done in 
connection with it? I am not only speaking 
of this Government, but of all Governments. 
Very very few have taken it in hand and dealt 
with the matter as they should have done. 
However, I welcome the Bill and I sincerely 
thank hon. members for tho verv kind 
and patient hearing they have given- me. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

. Mr. PETRIE (Toombul): It is not my inten. 
tion to dwell at any length on this Bill. I 
think the Government have d•me a very wise 
thing in bringing in an amendment of tho 
Health Act. There are many things in con­
neot~on with this Bill that I think we, as a 
Parliament, have a right to rectifv. vV0 are 
hero to see that the health of the 'communitv 
is looked after, but I should like to point ou't 
to the.Hom•: Secretary that, perhaps, he might 
he gom:c too far m this legislation. (Opposi­
tion laughter.) We n,rc getting spoon-fed too 
ll)UCh: in rny opinion, and so far as the 
chemists an• concerned, I be11cvc every mPm­
her of the House ha.s received a memorandum 
from the chemists st"atin,g- t.hat a serious iniurv 
is being done to their craft. I ha.ve receiv 0 d 
a lett.cr pointing out that clause 14 of this 
Bill, subsection [1), provides-

" H-e shall deliYPr the n1ixture to the pur­
chas:::r in a P.ackage, on or attached to whi' h is 
a _label stating that the food or drug is a 
mixture and the nan1es of the ingredients · 
an~, if tl~e mixture is a food, the proportion~ 
of Hl.t,redicnts when so prpscribed." 

Tho SPEAKE,R: OI;der I I how tlw bon. 
member will not rliscnss debils o.f tho Bill at 
this stage. 

!Wr. PETRIE: I am on1y pointing out one 
clause. The claJtse further prm·irlcs-

" But H ~'b2-ll not be nece ,s;ary so to supplv 
a label in the case of-- ' 

" (a) A food or rlrug generally known to 
users as a compounder! article or a 
drug not rccognist"d by the BritiBh 
Pharmacopn;ia. if su0h food or dru ,, 
is ll1ixcd with any ingredient or 
Inaterial not injurious and _wt in­
tended fraudulently to increase its 
bulk, weight, or me u:ure, or to con­
ceal it.~; inferior quality; or"--

The SPEAKER: Order ! I cannot allow the 
hon .. member to proceed in this way. He is 
readm_g the eJa,lses of the Bill. He may refer to 
!hem m a general way, but he is not in order 
m readmg them. 

:Mr. MFLLAN: No.; it is a !otter. He is read­
ing a letter 

l\!r. PETRIE: I will not read this. It is u 11 . 

fortunate that under this Bill the chemists--

Mr. MULLAN: Read the remainder of the 
letter. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 

Mr. PETRIE: I could rea.cl ·"everal letters 
Mr. Speaker, but I won't read them. Ther~ 
is a cla.use in this Bill which says any chemist 
who makes up a prescription of his own which 
i~ supposed to be a certain cure for a 'certain 
complaint, must state tho ingredients of that 
prescription on the package. I thiFik it is 
very unfair to those men, because, notwith­
standing all the doctors and everybody else, 
we know very well there are certain chemists 
not only in Brisbane and suburbs, but else: 
where, who make up prescriptions of their 
own that are supposed to be certain cures 

[Mr. Nevitt. 

for colds, rheumatism, or other complaints. 
and under this Bill they will have to give the· 
ingredients of those prescriptions away. 

J\lr. MuRPHY: You are not going to make 
the doctors state their pr<"criptions-only the· 
chemists. 

Mr. PETRIE : Only the chemists. I think 
the chemists should be allowed to make up 
prescriptions for the benefit of the public, 
and they should not he asked to submit the 
ingredient' to the Home Secretary or to any­
body else. The Bill is a very good one, and I 
trust for the sake of the community that it 
will be passed, but I would not like to see the 
Home Secrebry or anybody else unduly 
harass a certain section of the commumty_. 
The Home Secretary is not listening, but. I 
believe he is with me, and I trust we Will 
be able to put -this matter right. I will not 
detain the Honse anv lon~er. I trnst when 
we get into Committee we will give fair· 
play, not only to the chem1sts. but to every­
body concerned. 

Mr. ADAMSO::'-J (Rockhampton): I want 
to s,~v a few words on this Bill on the 
second reading stage. In the first j)lace. I 
want to commm1d tho Admimst.ratwn m 
bringing in this Bill. Whether we are 
agreed on all matters of detail o:· not, I 
think everv member of t.ho House \nll recog­
nise that this is an important Bill, and thai: 
both sides of the House ·;•:ill proceed as fa,­
as possi])le to make it as g-ood a measure as pos­
siblt·, and the best mea-sure in the Common­
wealth to-day. (Hear, hear!} The party to 
which I have the honour to belong have a.lways 
stood for tho best kind of Health Bill. Thcv 
have nlwa-;s been in the forefront in adYo­
cating pur~ foods, ~nd 0ycry?ody \Yho ~i:nows 
anything about th1s lec;T:la' Ion at ::dl m the 
Corrunornv~:uHh, kno~~ys that tho South Aus­
t.Talian Act, passed by a L:1bour Go•.-crn­
lTit:'nt, ,,-as up to t.his date at any raJe, tl_1c 
best Puro Food Bill and the best Health 
Bill in the Australian Commonwealth. ! 
just wish to read a quobtion here >vhi~h 
show; how this subject "'a.; regarded Ill 

South Australia, and how important. men 
haxe considered it ancl consider it to b,, 
to-day. This is a quotation from th~ Sydney 
Bulletin of 9th :\larch, 1911, and It bcgms 
this way-

" Adelaide is lucky in many 'vays. Colonel 
Light took the "ofEee" from Nature, and 
established the capital on a site vrhich 
charms every visitor. That is good. But there 
is son1ething bettf'\r. The .site and the deFig~ 
lend the1nselves with rare facility to a faultless 
syste1n of sanitation. That is excellent. But 
there is somE'thing better still. Adelaide is a 
city whoRe skirtR tra1I wide swe, ps of lawn~ 
C'8lour-Bpla.shed by gardens. That is delightful. 
But there is something eYC'n more in1portant 
;::till : AdP1aide's fine effort to s~cure pure food 
for its citizens." 

And so, while it is admitted a very desir­
able thing to have a beautiful city, a yery 
clesirablo thing to have many things about 
it of importance, to have food which wili 
sustain life and promote vigorous life in 
every way is still more importan_t. Whil_e 
the clothing of a man is great, hrs body IS 
greater still, and the scriptural phrase is 
still true-

" The body is more than food, and the life 
is mor-e than raiment." 

In South Australia long ago they recognised 
this, and the Labour party in that State 
had a great deal to do in passing their Pure 
Foods Bill. I would like to congratulate my 
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friend, the hon. member for Carpentaria, 
on the very fine speech he has made. Of 
course, in some respects, this is a speci~I 
subject so far as he is concerned. Hav}nrr 
had to do with hospitals for so long, nnJ 
having had to do with many matters thnt 
are dealt with in this Bill, to my mind, it 
is a fortunate thing for this House-at any 
rate for this party-that we have a member 
so well acquainted with the subject to <l~a~ 
with the Bill on its second reading stag.:. 
This Bill to my mind is, in the main, a Bdl 
for experts. It is in the main a Con1.nutt,(-~o 
Bill, and I believe that the best work thn t 
will be dono so far as this Bill is concerned 
will be done in Committee. (Hear, hea1 !) 
I do not claim any expert knowledge, so I am 
not going to speak hero as an expert. Tf I 
attempted to do that, I would simply make 
myself foolish, and I try, as far as I can, to 
avoid that kind of thing. Not alone the 
adult0ration of food, mixtures, and medi·cal 
matters, not alone the deterioration of food­
st.uffs, but in relation to the adulteration of 
rnilk, there are n1en here ·who are experts 
and who can speak on these matters in a 
way I cannot speak, and I do not intend to 
intrench upon their domain in my speech. 
But I want to make another quotation from 
this article in relation to tho matter of tho 
adulteration of food. I think there are some 
things in this article which it would be well 
to disseminate as widely as possible. This 
arhdo goes on to say-

" The food adulterer is a conten1ptible and 
eo\vardly thif-~f. The burglar giYes you a sport­
ing chance of catching hin1. He is a brute of 
audacious enterprise. But the man who waters 
your 1uilk, " doctors'' your bread, or crams a 
pound of butter \Vith hidden lies iR a mean 
sneaking ras( .11 who robs the invalid in th~ 
hospital <>nd tbe baby in the cradle. Adelaide 
was late in beginning its campaign agaiw~t thh:: 
reptile. F'or one thing, the business had not 
been quite as bad there as in 1nany other 
plac s; indeed, in 1nan:r dirertions the record 
had been singularly happy. But Adelaide had 
not been t;:ce frmn the fraud by v.ny n1eans 
and the crime was grov,ring. So the autho~ 
ritif's d(- · ided to delve seriously into the 
iniquity of food-faking. In 1908 the Govern­
ment introduced a Food and Drugs Bill, to 
repeal exi-ting laws which for many year.; had 
been dead as Scrooge., The officials could 
bave been as dead as him, too, for all the 
influence they had. 

"Yet, in the face of this historic farce, the 
Government measure actually provided for 
"voluntary" co-operation on the part of the 
local bodies." 

In South Austraiia thev found that kind of 
thing did not work to the advantage of 
carrying out the Act, and this article goes on 
to say-

" Dr. Borthwick, Officer of Health, and i\1r. 
T. E. Ellery, Town Clerk, of Adelaide, long­
sighted and long-headed men, saw that it would 
not do. Very few do anything voluntarily 
when it hurts; and, as this was going to hurt, 
the law required provisions with hooks on thenl~ 
Dr. Borthwick and Mr. Ellery seized the skirt 
of opportunity, and, with the powerful aid of 
the Adelaide City Council, got the voluntary 
clauses knocked out ; and, before many were 
aware of it, Adelaide and suburbs had been 
fixed with an amendment embodying the 
principle of compulsion. Most of the local 
institutions had been ~sleep for twenty years, 
and they woke up With a yawn. That was 
the birth of the Metropolitan County Board 
and Dr. Borthwick and Mr. Ellery are it~ 
proud parents. Who is the father and who is 
the mother need not be fought out. There is 
the child, sixteen months old, a healthy pro-
gressive, useful infant." ' 

This Act IS doing very useful wmk In 
1911-2 L 

South Australia to-day; and it will be well 
to see that the Commissioner of Public Health 

and those associated with him 
[7.30 p.m.] keep the local bodies up to the 

mark. I hope the measure will 
be administered in such a way as to pro­
mote the highest welfare of the community. 
~While the Bill is a technical one, we are all 
agreed as to its value, becaus•e we all suffer 
from the evils which it seeks to remedy. 
Ruskin said there is no wealth but life; and 
I want to say, by parity of _reasoning, _th>:t 
there is no life worth anythmg unless It IS 

accompanied by health. When a man _Is 
sick or a ;,yo1nan is unwell 7 whatever dut1es 
they have to perform are irksume, and 
sometimes they feel as if the:; would not be 
sorrv to '' shuif!e off thia mortal coil.'~ And 
soei;1g that good food, pure drink, and good 
"'..vearing apparel are necessary to heaJth, 
whatever will provide thPs' thmgs and p>·e­
ycnt their adulteration is a kind of legisla­
tion that will be welcomed by all right­
thinking men. I am glad that medicines, 
drugs, aerated waters, and other drmks 
arc to be dealt with in tho same manner as 
foodstuffs. If \Ye are to take into our bodies 
cert"in poisons to counteract the effect of 
other poisons, we ought, at a'tly rate, to have 
these poisons mixed in such proportiOns as 
to do fheir work Eoffectively-which is more 
likelv to be done by people of expenence 
than"bv amateurs. There \'.ill be some possi­
bility "of getting at the men . who offend 
incentionallv, and perhaps excusmg the men 
who uninte'iltionallv make a mistake. 'I'his 
will do no harm t~ respectable men getting 
their living in the medical profession or_ as 
ch<Onnists. If they, as a class, are domg 
harm to the general community their pow_ers 
ought to he curtailed; but _if_ they are domg 
their work honestly and tairly, we should 
do nothino- to injure them or to prevent 
them fron;~ getting their living in an honest 
way. In this article again we have some 
thi;1g-s with regard to the matter of milk. 
It says-

" :\Cot yet, but by-and-by, the ·wthorities 
intend to deal with everything you swallow. 
"\Yhen you read the results of an~dy~ es, it makes 
you Phudder to thjnk what you have passed 
down your throat since the food-faker got abroad 
in the land-so many frauds that we can thank 
Heaven we started off scratch ·with our mother~ 
anyway! The n1o~t eluf~ive food-thief is the 
rnilk vendor; and Adelaide quickly found it 
nlUSt get a motor-car to catch hiln. Dishon~t¥ 
goes on fleet foot, and the inspector') can teU 
of many excitlng captures of these offenders 
against the confidence of the purchasing public. 
s'amples are Qought from the rarts everY daJ'~ 
Sundays included. The municipal poliooman 
carries a supply of small bottles. He take,o 
out three, and has them filled from the big 
can. Tbe n1ilk-~e1ler may have one for a check 
analy~,is if he pleases. Another is sent to the 
Governn1ent Analyst, the third is kept iN the 
office. Of course, the milk adulterer usually 
says he is as innocent of fraud as the baby 
he is starving. But, hutnanly speaking~ the 
analysis cannot li<'; and there are the figures. 
Then excuse) trip on the vendors' tongue. 
The cow wa> not up ta the mark, and he had 
been going to get rid of her for a long time. 
Or a boy had turned the tap into the can while 
he (the vendor) was in the hospital-and he 
never explainR how the boy learned the trick. 
Occasionally the dairyman stands up and argue~ 
that the analysis is a liar. A fine settles the 
dispute. Under the county board law £20 is 
asked for the first offence; after that, £50 
and £100. If the initial fraud be a particu­
larly flagrant one, the magistrate may make 
the fine £50, and the next time the milkman 
goes to gaol for six months to think it over. 
Where there has been a second conviction '&he 

Mr. Adamson.] 
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narne of the individual is ' published right 
throughout the metropolitan ana .:"s a male­
factor. And this mean' that 180,000 people 
-or nwre, scattered over 15·5 square n1iles, hear 
.about him. It is the brand of Cain." 

And I hold that the man who as a milk 
vendor sells aduiterated milk has a right to 
have t.ho brand of Cain stamped on him-

" This step has already been taken in one 
instance, following a heavy fine. The policy of 
"no quarter" has had excellent results. Before 
the county board began its campaign for 
honest food, milk adulteration, fed by official 
ineptitude and administrative inefficiency, was 
comrnon. Now, according to the chief in­
spector-

" In no n1etropolitan area of equal popu­
lation in any part of the world is a 
purer milk supply, as a whole, guar­
anteed to the consurner than is .:mp­
plied in this rnetropolitan county 
district. 

1'here is every reason to believe that these big 
words are true. The authoritie::;:; go back to thE-' 
source. Dairies are inspected and kept up to 
the mark. The board has the handle of the 
v.hip-it isSUt''l the license::;;. The habits and 
history of the vendors of the milk are noted, 
and a person With a cmnrnunieable disease is 
promptly dismissed from the business. ~o de­
tail is too srnall. since it relates to the people's 
food. In the first year of the board's operations 
1,800 inspections of dairies were made. It was a 
busy twelve months for dairymen. This year the 
chief inspector has a bolder scheme still. He 
is going to make a bacteriological exan1ination 
of the milk. As a n1atter of fact, arrangements 
have been rnade already for exan1ining it for 
tubercle bacilli. Dr. Borthwick's object is to 
secure· such a supply ar-:; shall be safe enough 
without the pasteurisation and sterilisation 
which destroy useful bacteria. An eve is kepf 
on ali consignments of country cTeam and 
butter. As a rule, the merchants heartily co­
operate, and say where the stuff cornes from ; 
and, band in hand with a powerful body like 
the Central Board of H·, alth, whose operations 
extend f~r afield, nu time is lost in tracing 
the suppliers who are in need of a fe\v earneRt 
\vords of advice. Samples are constantlv bdn = 
·obtained, and these tell the tale. Butter o';: 
cream that is obviously " oL colour ., i·~ 
promptly destroyed." 

I hope that this measure will be admin­
istered as effectively and do the same 
amount of good as has been the case with 
the South Australian Act. Now, I would 
like to say a wo,rd in regard to hospitals, 
.and I am sorry It was not possible for the 
Home Secretar,~ to show his great demo­
<Crac:', which he emphasised so strikinglY at 
the beginning of his speech, by giving us 
an example of the t3tate socialism he pro.fessed 
when he first came to this House, In the shape 
of making our hospitals State hospitals. 
Personally, I am convinced that our hos­
pitals will 1wver be as good as thev ought 
to be under private enterprise, and ~hat we 
want as far as the medical men are con· 
cerned, and as ·far as the nurses are con­
<'erned, is that the hospitals shall be made 
State hospitals, and that the medical men 
shall be State trained and State paid, and 
that the very best medical men shall be 
available to the poorest patient, and that 
people should not go to the hospital with 
the stigma of pauper on them, but simply 
because it is the best place. And I think 
our hospital nurses ought to be State ser­
vants, trained by the State, housed com­
fortablv bv the State, and paid a living 
w.age. ·In 'some of the hospitals in Queens­
land-in some of the hospitals in Brisbane-­
the food is not what it ought to be, and so 
far as the housing is concerned, I hold that 
it is altogether behind the times. And in-

~ilf r . .Adamson. 

stead of four women sleeping in one room, 
there should be a room provided for each, 
or there should be no moro than two sleep­
ing in a room at the same ~im"!. And it 
should be impoasible in any mstitutwn for 
one woman to get out of a bed and ano~her 
woman turn into the same bed before It IS 
cool. In 'ome institutious the nurses are 
working thirteen hours a d':y, starting with 
5s. a week, and finding their own umform. 

Hon. E. B. FORREST: And they are 
lea.rnin;; a good business. 

Mr. ADAMSON: I hold this to be true 
concerning many of our hospitals-that only 
those nurses who have fathers and mothers 
who can look after them and help them can 
possibly get positions in those institutions; 
and the result is that there IS a lot of 
snobbery, which is altogether undesirable. 
I hold that the nursing profession is an 
honourable profession, and it should be 
possible for the poorest girl to get there, 
and keep herself there and be honest there. 

Hon. E. B. FORREST : So ·rshe can. 

Mr. ADAMSON: I will not say that the 
hon. gentleman is deliberately making a 
misstatement, but I want to say that. the 
hon. member is not informed as he might 
bo informed when he makes a statement of 
that kind. 

Hon. E. B. FORREST: I do know something 
about it. 

J\Ir. ADAMSON: I believe the hon. mem· 
ber does know something about it, but I should 
not like to say that he knows everything about 
it. 

Hon. E. B. FORREST: And you don't know 
everything. 

:\Ir. ADAMSON: There are nurses in some 
of our institutions in Brisbane who cannot pay 
for th<~ir uniform, and I hold that that 
ought to be impossibk, that those who are 
working in those institutions ought to have a 
living wage from the beginning, and that they 
should not be a burden on their parents. I 
am glad to notice that thoro is a tendency 
in the Education Department to raise the 
salaries of the lower·naid teachers. I hope 
that the j)Iinister for -Public Instruction will 
take a leaf out of tho book of New South 
\\7 ales, and make the minimum wage in that 
department £110 instead of £70 a year . 

Tho SPEAKER: Order! I am sorry to 
interrupt the hon. member in his remarks, 
but he must know that he is offending the 
sense of the House, and is not making a 
speech on tho second ren,ding of this Bill, 
which should be confined to principles rather 
than to details. 

J\Ir. ADAMSON: I do not wish to offend 
the .,enso of the House or to hurt the feelings 
of any individual in the House, and I hope 
the Speaker will give me credit for that 
feeling. I was simply using this matter a!fect­
ing the Education Department as an 1llus· 
tr;,_tion of my argument as to what might 
be done in our hosnitals if they were State 
institutions. -

Tho SPEAKER: Order! I hope the hon. 
member will not misinternret what I said. 
V\hen I mentioned that he- was offending the 
sense of the IIouse, I was not speaking in any 
personal sense, but merely indicated that the 
hon. member was digressing from the subject 
before the House to a largo extent. I have 
perhaps allowed the hon. member more lati­
tude than I should have done, and unless he 
curtails his remarks on the subject, and 
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comes within what I consider a discussion of 
the principles containorl in the Bill, I shall 
have to again call him to order. 

Mr. ADAl\ISON: I am very sorry if I 
have given you any reason for making those 
remarks. If I have given you any reason 
for doing so I am perfectly unconscious of it. 
I was simply arguing that the hospitals should 
be State institutions, and if I was out of 
order in saying what I did I am exceedingly 
sorry. I hold that it would be a good thing if 
the Government made such provision as would 
insure that such wages shall be paid in private 
hospitals as will enable nurses and others 
employed there to keep themselves, and to 
keep themselves respectably. 

The HOME SECRETARY: That is provided 
for in this Bill, because nurses have to be 
paid the rates arranged by the association. 

Mr. ADAMSON: I hope that something 
will be done in that direction. 

The HOME SECRETARY: It will be the !a W. 

Mr. ADAMSON: That is one thing that I 
wished to emphasise. I recognise that a Bill 
of this kind is an exceedingly valuable one 
as far as the life of the State is concernGd. 
It commences with the infant, and it seems 
to me that if by supplying pure food and 
seeing that our hospitals are properly attended 
to, we can save the infant life of the State, 
we shall do a great deal for Queensland. Here 
I should like to give a quotation from tho 
" Review of Reviews" for June, 1911 :-

RACE: SUICIDE OR HIGHER ETHICS. 

"According to the Registrar-General's re­
turns for 1910, the inhabitant;, of these islands 
have re ~olutely decided to limit their nu1nbers. 
There were as many marriages as ever, but the 
baby crop showed another shortage. In 18 7 8 
the birth-rate in England and \Vciles was 36.3 
per 1,000. In 1910 it was 24.80, the lowest on 
:record. A. drop of one-third in thirty-two years 
is significant. Nor is: it likely that we have 
yet touched bottom. The death-rate is al<=o 
down, standing now at 13.~3. Our 'population 
is increasing at the rate of over 1 per cent. per 
annum. Is tl~is dwindling of the baby crop 
from one baby for tvventy-seven of the popu­
lation to one baby in forty race suicide, and 
then•fore crin1inal, or does it indicate the dawn 
of a high,::.r ethic:-:1 concC'ption of the n1oral 
oblig2..tions of parentag~? y,rhether it be one 
or the ether, v;e shall Fse th;1 birth-rate do\Vll 
to t\venty as soo- mJ the mas· es of the -,;, orkin ,.._; 
population learn to follow ille ex::unple of the 
upper ~nd n1iddL-· cla~-:;e·:;. If the d(·ath-rate. 
could drop to ten that v,'ould not so much 
n1atter. Babies r :st tlwir n1others too n1uch 
trouble and nnguish for anyone to wish a 
single infant to be born into the \vorld un1es3 
it had at least a gvod chance of growing up." 

I hold that legislation of this kind tends to 
make it possible for the babies that arc born 
to gro\v up and incre.xse our population, and 
thus contribute to the health and w~alth of 
the countn. I hone that the administration 
of the pro"visions ;f the Bill relating to the 
cupply of milk and other foods will make it 
possible for us to have a mort rapid increase 
in our population than we have had in Quculs­
land and Australia durin;; recent years. Now 
I v ish to say a word or two about tho 
penalties proposed in this measure. I hold 
that the penalties are not any too heavy. 
\Vhile some of them are no doubt severo, 
they are not too severe for persons who en­
gage in a process of slow murder, which 
results in infant mortality and deteriorates 
the strength of the adult population. r,Jen 
who do that kind of thing a1·e worse than the 
man who kills another straight off in a 
moment of passion. These men act deliber-

ately in order to get gain, and it is through 
greed that they do this thing. They grow 
wealthy on it, and are regarded as respectable 
men in society, while the man who in a 
moment of passion sends another into eternity 
is de'1lt with in a very much severer way. 
I am not going to labour the subjPct any 
further. I just wish to add that, while I tliink 
that legislation of this character is one of 
the best wavs of promoting the health and 
wealth of the community, and while I con­
gratulate the Home Secretary on having the 
chance of introducing such a measure, I am 
of opinion that there are other things which 
ought to be done to help in that direction. 
\Ye should give our workmen short hours of 
labour, good food, good conditions, and plenty 
of leisure, if we would produce a healthy, 
happy, prosperous, and contented community. 
One more quotation I shall make from the 
article already cited-

" Practically the same vigilance is applied 
to other food and drink stuffs-meat, fruit, 
fish, ice cream, sweets, beer, W"hisky, and even 
Judkin's lemonade. The municipal policemen 
are always on the b0at. No \Yarning is given. 
The regulations and the date when they will 
come into operation are notified, and that is all. 
The n1an whu has bought a pound of sausages: 
may be an inspector for all the butcher know~. 
Slaughter-houses, butchers' shops and cal~t~. 
produce n1arkets and cold store,, ice cream 
carts, hotels, jan1 and sauce factories, rest(nl­
rants, grocers' shops, fruit shops-the inspec­
tors go to all these place;:: and 1nore, fossicking 
after in1purities in the people's food, buying 
f3..trnples and taking them to laboratories. 

"The picture is not all drab. There are 
bright patchc>. On the whole, the campaign 
has lwt been extensively resisted. The county 
board showed it n1eant business, and, if nece~­
r:qry, fight; pud, after in:::pecting its powers, 
the vendor of foods and drinks rnostly saw 
that for the future it would pay him to g.o 
straight, just as in the past it may have paid 
hin1 to go crooked. Take a few of the analyses, 
and the tale need not be adorned. The adul­
teration of milk is becoming very rare. Last 
Ytar no bad marks could be found against 
butter, ,weets, spirits, and glucose. Of four­
teen specimens of olive oil only one gave evid€neQ 
of inter£.- renee. The county board has con­
quered, and is Ftill conquering; and its record 
is beckoning other cities to come along the 

arne road." 

I am glad that the Home Secretary has been 
in communication with some of those South 
.\ustralian men who are exerting an influence 
in this matter, and I am pleased to note that 
I he influence of the Labour party in that 
Stat." is spreading throughout the Com­
:t:>onwealth a desire for nure food, show­
ing that they are actuated by a wish 
to better the conditions of humanity in 
every respect. If I have in any way trans­
gressed the rules of tho House in the remarks 
I have made, I haNo done so unconsciously, 
and I rPgret it very much_ I hope the Bill 
will ness-of C'JUrse ''"e know that it will 
P"ss_:and I trust in ComPittee we will be 
aH~ to make it one of the best measures of 
the kind in the Con11nonwealth. 

:'.Ir. BOOKER (Mm·yborouyh): I wish to 
touch npon one section of the Bill only this 
evening. I was pleased to hear the compli­
ments paid to the Homo Srcretary for having 
introduced the Bill, as I think he deserve~ 
the thanks of the House and the country for 
bringing it before the House, as it n1eans 
so much to the people of Queensland. It ie 
very pleamnt to hear members on the other 
side of the House pay their tributes of praise 
to the Minister. I desire to pay a tribute 
to the hon. member for Carpentaria, who I 

Mr. Booker.] 
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assume was put up by hon. members opposite 
to speak upon this measure, seeing that he 
knows so much about it. I listened with 
pleasure to his reri1arks, and I must say that 
they \Verc very instructive. rrhe part of 
the Bill that I wish to refer to this evening 
is clause 14. I hope in all sincerity that the 
:~,Enister will see his way to accept an anJcnd­
ment on that clause when we go into Com­
mittee on the Bill~an amendment dealing 
with the oortion of the clause which relates 
to the pr~prietary formulre of chemists. In 
Great Britain the profession of chemist is on 
the same plano as that of the medical prac­
titioner. 'I'he chemist is a hig·hly culturnd 
man who devotes his life to his profession, 
and I sav unreservedly that chemists aro 
afton in a· better position to formulate sgme 
healing 1nedicino than the a ycrage n1.edi9al 
practitioner, and it would be a very great m­
Justico to force those men to hctvo thmr 
formulre stated on the.ir packets or bottles. 
I shall read two letters which I have received 
on this subject. One ie from a chemist who 
for eighteen years has practised in a country 
town whore for many years there was no 
mcdicaJ nractitioner, and who will feel the 
pinch of that provision in clan ·C 14. He says~ 

•· Pennit me to dl'aw your attention to 
~rction 1+ 6f the H(alth A-ct An1endn1ent Bill, 
which, if passed, will be a serious n:.enace to 
every chemjst in the State. Under th? pro­
visions of this Bill every che1nist will be com­
pelled to divulge the c01nposition of any pro­
prietary article he n1ak£.s up and give the 
formula of every 1nixture prescribed. I need 
only 1nention this to you for you to see that 
my formula:: are my private property and, part 
of my stocl;: in trade, and if the good or he,'l,lth 
of the public is the chief confjdcration of the 
Bill, thtre is no rcn--mn wh:· an exen1ption 
should be ~rr:tntcd to articlEs pre0cribed by 
rnedical n1en." 

Tho hon. member for Carnentaria df•alt 
ratl1or v. ell with 'that aspect of 

[8 p.m.] the case, and I hope that the 
Minister will see his wa" to 

accept the suggestion of the hon. member. 
The next letter deals with tho matter in this 
way~ 

" T am, along ·with my brother chemists, 
much exercised by the Health Act Amendmem 
Bill now before the House. If this Act i; 
pas~ed it n1eans that all n1y proprietary prepa­
rations, which are the result of years of study, 
will have to have their formulm printed on th~ 
package or bottle. 'rhese are valui:lble assets 
of my businecs, and it would be a monstrous 
injustice to us if the Bill passed." 

As I said previously, any Bill submitted to 
this House should carry with it no unneces· 
sary injustice, and I think in connection 
with clause 56, if the Minister can see his 
way to deal with this clause in the direction 
indicated by the hon. member for Cupen­
taria, it will guard against committing any 
injustice, and ·will not in any sense vvhat~ 
<ever <:hmagc the health ·of th0 people of 
Queensland. \Vhere a chemist passes his 
examination and receives his diploma he' 
shows that he is qualified to deal with pre­
scriptions, and the very fact of the board 
having confidence in him to give him a 
diploma should be an indication that he is 
a fit and propGr person to make up pro 
prietary medicines. That is all I he. ve to 
say, and I hope the Minister will fall into 
line with the suggestion of the hon. member 
for Carpentaria. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN (Kennedy): I wish to 
•ay a few words on tha second reading of 
the Bill. We find here the opponents of 
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progress, most particularly those who are 
opposed to the Labour party, saymg tlu;t 
you cannot imp1:ove the peol?le. bJ' legisla­
tion. Th1s IS a B1ll wh10h, 1f 1t IS Improved 
in Committee~which it will be if thG Min­
ister \<ill accept the amendments fore­
shadowed from this sido~will improve, no' 
only the morals of the people, but the health 
of the people. I hope those who arc makmg 
special pleading for those who may be hurt 
will take into consideration that we are 
legislating for the \vhole of the people, we 
aro going to improve the people, and 1t may 
be unfortunately at the expense of a few. 
I welcome the Dill. \Yhen I first spoke m 
the llouse, I impressed on the Minister . of 
the day to bring legislation up to date w1th 
regard to puro food and drugs. \V e mnst 
be more particularly in the forefront of all 
sanitary le-gislation because wo are m a 
t.ronical country. I say this feelingly, be­
ca~se I represent a constituency in. tJ~e n1ore 
Northern nart of the State, where 1t IS more 
necessary for us to ha Ye an Act such as this. 
I ask on behalf of the Northern section of 
tho State, that an analytical chemist be 
appointed in Townsv-ille, so that opportunity 
will Le afforded for analnes to be made 'of 
food or 1nilk, because itu is in n1any cases 
impo'c ib!c for us in tho North to ~et any 
assistance from a State deparbnent 1n Ens­
bane. I hope that an honest effort will bo 
nude to put down the mosquito pest. \Ve 
should tl1ank those medic,1l gentlemen who 
ga vc such a fine exposition a fc>•c weeks ago 
on the m·c d for the suppr·ecsion of th,, mos­
quito. I think myself that if this is taken 111 

hand in a proper 1nanner 'Ye will get a 
great benefit from it. I thoroughly agree 
with the }\ill \Yherc it giYes powers to the 
Co nrni ,·sio1wr for Health to take over nlat­
ters .:.uch as so''Terago or sanltary 'rork for 
the better health of the people in any town 
or local authority, if thoFe local authoritie& 
do not do their duty. I know that our local 
authorities undoubtecl~:r represent the pro­
perty owners, who in 1nany cases resent any 
great expense in the direction of proper 
,,anitary conditions. That is a good clause 
in the Bill. I am sure that this measure w1ll 
get every assistance from this side to make 
it a bettor Bill than it is as presented to us 
by tho Homo Secretary. 

Mr. MORGAN (Jfurilla): It is not my 
intention to-night to make a long second 
reading speech on this Bill, but I wish to 
draw the attention of the Minister to one 
clause which is very important so far as dis­
tri< ts situated a long way from any town 
where a qualified medical practitioner m11y 
bo practising~that is clause 83, referring to 
midwifel-y nurses. It gives certain qualifi­
cations that a woman must possess in order 
to be able to practise as a midwife. Four 
qnalifications are set out. I think that if 
any one of those qualifications were pos­
sessed it would be snfficient. \V c who repre­
sent districts far away from towns where 
doctors reside know that there are women 
practising who are qualified in every 
respect; they have proved themselves cap­
able of dealing with oases of this sort and 
haYo been v-ery successful, :yet they are not 
able to pass examinations as reqnired by this 
clause. It would be inflicting a serious hard­
ship on the people in these districts if these 
women were prevented from practising. I 
hope the Home Secretary will give this 
clause particular attention, and when the 
Bill gets into Committee, try to see if he 
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cannot make the qualification easier, or pro­
vide that any one of thorn onl..1, i~ neces".lan~ 
in order that a woman who is already prac­
tising as a midwife may become a regis­
tered midwife. 

~1r. RYLAND (Gympie): The Home Sec­
retary told us that it was necessary to take 
power out of the hands of tho local authori­
ties, as there are so manv divisions. and 
that is provided by giving t'he Commission''" 
more po-..vor. In 1ny opinion it \VouJd '!/ 
better if a good many of the things whi< h 
the Bill regulates were taken over by the 
Federal Parliament. There are a good 
manv items in this Bill that arc manufac­
tured in places outside Queensland, and the 
result will be that you will want different 
labels for everv State in tho Common­
wealth. That i~ one rea•<on why I regret 
that the Federal Parliament did not got tho 
power they receJOtly a",ked for of dealinp; 
mm·o effocti volv with the adulteration of 
foods g-enerally~ Of course i"he State Par­
liament can do its little bit, but I think the 
F"doral Parliament could do it much better. 
I think the Minister should bo prepared to 
accept reasonable arrwndn1cnts and sugges­
tions from this side when the Bill goes i"nto 
Committee. It i"' practically a Commitk<\ 
Bill. In c.Jnnection with this matter I might 
n1ention that if the JYTini-+-er jr1 char go o­
tlcle Health Bill of 1900 had iakon the sug­
geqtions which ,_-ere offered from this side 
at that time, there would bo no need t" 
a~ne"Hl the I-I(_ alih Act in bvo or thrPe dirc~c­
tions in \rhich it is proposed to do it to-nighi. 
"_rhe interpr-etation of '' se'v' T" was fully 
debated when the Act of 1900 was going 
through the House, and the ddi.nition which 
tho }1inistor is taking out of tho present 
Health Act was practicallv an amendment 
n1ovei:1 by l\i r. Rtephens, iht-) then n1en1 bPr 
for South Brisbane, and included in tho Bill­
ah ~wugh it \Va3 opposed by n1mnbers on this 
side-that is, Inakinu- an open channel a 
sower. It is here exempted in the now inter­
pretation. That is a reason why tho Go­
vernment should be more attentive to sug­
gestions made from the Opposition side of 
the House. 

The HOME SECRET"\RY : Tho hon. member 
lmm• ., that I have always considered every 
n<lsonablo suggestion. 

Mr. RYLAC\'D: I give the hon. gentle­
man credit for that. I remember that he 
gave us son1e sho\Y last session in connec­
t'on with the Mining Bill, but not to tho 
extent which was necessary, and he would 
have had a better Bill if he had taken more 
of our sugp:cstions. (Hear, hoar!) In sup­
port of this I will just quote what did 
happen \'l'hen that Act was going through in 
1900. It is cloven years ago, and now I am 
pkas0d to congratulate the :Minister, even 
afte? the e'Cpiration of eleven years, in 
<:ommg forward and practically putting a 
measure before this House that I advocated 
in 1900. 

" Mr. BTEPHE~S moved the insertion after 
the word " applies," on line 28, of the -vv-ords 
"also water channels constructed of stone 
brick, or concrete, the property of a locai 
auth:Jrity.N 

That i5, that this would be a "sevver'• 
under the interpretation of the Health ~-\ct. 

"Mr. RYLAND said that a water channel 
was a channel running alongside the street ; a 
B'ewer was generally understood to be a big 
drain eanying away the sewage of a town. If 
the definltio,. said that a water ehannel was a 
:.sewer., ~ow would it apply as re1:ardl muniei-

palities and towns? If the amendment was 
accepted, it wouid n1ake a great change in the 
local governn1ent 'law as regards water channels 
and sewers. In looking over the Bill he found 
that the local authorities had to rnake sewers, 
and the householders had to make drains to 
connect "\Vith those sewer~. If a water channel 
was made a sewer under tbe Bill, th9 house­
holdtr would sin1ply have to conrE~rt his drain 
'\Vith the water channel at the eUge of the 
footpath." 

That is just the difficulty that has conw 
along. Again, my colleague at that time, 
Mr. Fish0r, said-

" It had also been ruled frorn e1e bench that 
it \vas sufficient for a property holder to run 
rnatter into one of those open channels, and it 
v as the dut' of the local authority to take it 
a\vay; so lf both those deci .... ions were good 
people could simply let their R8'' :1ge go into the 
wate.r channels, and the position would be 
wor'>e than ever." 

That is just the position that the lo8al 
authorities and tho Health ComLlissimwr 
find thcrnsclYGS in as r··gards nutking nn 
open channd a sewer. It has pract'cally 
polluted the town. They run all thoir sewage 
right cut in tho channel because of their inter­
pretation under Ivlr. Stephens's amendt11ent. 
]f the Government of the daY had assisted 
us to resist the amendment," thero would 
have been no need to amLnd the Act in 
this din"'tion. All thB pollut.ion that the loc d 

a uthoritif- ,; h 't ye sufft._ red for those e}ev•3n 
years would have been prevented. I will 
not mention tho filth that has been brought 
about in that tow·n. I have soon towns in 
tl}e n1c"t: filthy cir~umstanccs sin1pl":, bccu.usJ0; 
ot that mtorprGtatwn of the word sewer. 

The Ho:.rE SECRETARY: You see tha5 
Minister wa not a State socialist like I am. 
That accounts for it. (Laughter.) 

l\1r. RYLAND: The amendment was put 
in by 34 to 16, and the Labour .-ote was 
agair~st having an open channel a sower. 

The SPEAKER: Order! Is not the 
wholP m::ctter the hon. member is now deal­
ing with one for the Committee stages of 
the Dill? 

:J,Ir. RYLAND: This is a big principle in 
connection with the Bill. 

The HmiE SECRETARY: It has been a most 
fruitful source of infection. 

Mr. RYLAND: I just simply point out 
how SlHall mr,ttcrs load to great ends, and 
the inrertion of that very word caused a 
lot of sickness and pollution ri C"ht throu?"h­
out the StatA. Another thing in connectron 
with this principle of local ~·ovcrnrr:ent, and 
it also came up at that partwu.lar. t11T'-f> and 
I am nleased to see that the Brll rs gomg to 
deal ,;ith it. 

The H01IE SECRETARY: ,That is the ill'ee· 
tiona! drain. 

Mr. RYLAND: There is another clan~~ 
in the Bill which gives the Governor 111 

nouncil po,ver, when there is no sewer, to 
othmwise deal with waste waters. ~Vhen 
that was going through at that particular 
time I moYed an amendment as follows :-

" Or the local authority may require the 
dr:tinage of such house to be otherwise disposef 
of as it directs." 

That would have given the local autho_rities 
po"rer, ·where there was no proper .drainage 
svstem and where there was not a proper 
s~nitary system, to see that the waste water 
in connection with houses should be. other­
wise dealt with. The local authontres hall 

Jfr. Ryland.] 
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not that power and consequently they could 
not use it. That caused a lot of refuse 
matter being left about houses that could 
otherwise have been disposed of. Let me 
say here that one of the best ways to dis­
pose o£ waste water about a house is to 
have a piece of cultivation and plant fruit­
trePs and use it in that way. That is one 
of the least expensive ways of disposing of 
1vaste water, such as slop 1vater. 

The HOME SECRETARY : It increases the 
production of the fruit trees too. 

Mr. RYLAND: If you let the water run 
without a channel it practically pollutes the 
whole areu. I will just quote from Dr. 
Parkes, 1vho, in his work on "Practical 
Sanitation," sctid~ 

" Sewage \vhen brought in f'ontact with land 
in a :fr~~h state is in11nediately attacked by the 
111inute lh ing gern1s (bacteria) universally 
present in the upper :.trata, aud by tht',,e its 
organic n1atter is split up into variOUf3 sin1plP 
conRtituents, which, with tl1e assistance of the 
oxygen and carbonic acid gas present in the 
ground air. unite with U' rtain •miner.-:~.~ bases 
present in -the soil, and thUL'> are transformed 
fron1 organic unstable con1pounds, liable to 
putr('factive changes, into 1nore fixed inorg,'~nic 
salts of an innocent nature." 

If the Minister of the day had accented that 
amendment the local authorities would have 
been able to dispose of wac;te water in an 
inexpensiYe wa;- and it would practicallv 
have been harn~less. · 

The Ho~IE SECRETARY: Sir vVm. Mac-
Gregor recommended that to the local 
authorities the other day. It is really a 
system of septic tanks. 

Mr. RYLAND: Clause 8 of the Bill re­
peals twenty-seven sections of the principal 
Act, and it is necessary that we shoud have 
time to compare those sPctions and see what 
is left out and what is put in. It is very 
necessary we should know that before we 
pass t~,e- Bill. } .also notice in clause 59. the 
word pauper IS used as regards patwnts 
in our hospitals. I do not think that word 
should be used, as there is no necessity for 
it. It is dealing with infectious diseases. 

The HOME SECRETARY: If the hon. mem­
ber suggests any other word that signifies 
the same thing, I have no objection to alter 
it. 

Mr. RYLAND: In the case of a person 
suffering from a disease like that I think 
the whole community should pay. 

Mr. O'SULLIVA~: It is for the benefit of 
tho public. 

Mr. RYLAND: It is for the public good, 
and he is practically a victi.In, as it wero, 
in connc( tion with the n1attcr. IE a person 
"\Yantr_'J a speciitl departrncnt or a special 
ward it YI'Ould be only fair that he should 
pay. 

The Ho'lfE SECRETARY: Those who can pa;,­
generally do. 

Mr. RYLAND: Tho usual attendanc-_, 
they get under circumstances like that T 
believe should be absolutclv free. I beJieye 
we- should prm'i<lB for the 'sick and affiici"d 
aR ·""; e proYide for tho young and the old at 
the present time. I think if the l\!Iinist"r 
would accept an amendment in that dir<>c­
tion it \Yould improve the Bill. It would 
be moving on humane lines and it lt'ould bo 
moving in the direction of the trend ol 
nublic thought of tho day. With regard to 
the clause dealing with the killing' of rats 
and vermin and things of that class that 

[Mr. Ryland. 

are likely to spread disease, I might say 
that I believe nothing is a greater earner 
of disease than the mosquito. I ]mow a lot 
of people do not take that seriously. 

Tho HOME SECRETARY: It is a fact. It is 
established. 

Mr. RYLAND: I have reason to belieye 
that it if, and I also believe that it is a 
bnly easy thmg, if taken up by the proper 
authorities to do away with the mosquito. 
Even at 'Gy1npie, I niyself ahva:ys put a 
little kerosene on tho water tank, and I also 
put kerosene in tho tanks of fifteen or SIX~ 
teen houses round about my neighbourhood 
and none of them object, and we ':re prac-

tically without a m~squito. when 
[8.30 p.m.] that is don'.', and If 1t IS not 

done there IS a swarm of mos­
quitos in tho afternoon. The mosquito does 
not travel ycry far and It IS :ery easy to 
keep ii- down so long as you do not leave 
water lying about the garden. I .bdwve 
that in the case of such local authontws as 
Ipswich and Toowoon:ba tho work .could be 
dono by ono man, using kerosene, In such a; 

waY that after a time thew would not be a 
mosquito in the whole area; and I bcheYe _ 
th",t if ,,-e had no mosqU1toos we should 
ha:vo no dengue> or malaria. 

Mr. MuRPHY: Up North the Government 
V'on't ~ive the poor prisoners a mosquito 
net. 

Mr. RYLAND : If we do away with the 
mosquito, there will be no necA,sity for mos­
quito nets. We know that when the Govern­
ment of the United States undertook the 
great wm·k of the Panama Canal, the. first 
thing that had to be done .was to get nd of 
the mosquito; and there IS one P.aragral?h 
in this pamphlet by Dr. Jackso'?- wh10h I will 
read in order that it may get mto Hansard, 
and be read by the fireside in the Western 
country. 

An HoNOURABLE :MEMBER : Are there any 
mosquitoes there? 

Mr. RYLAND : There are some, but not 
as many as there are near the coast. This is 
what Dr. Jackson says-

" lv1alaria, on the other hand, can be prac­
tically eradicated in any district where t~e 
destrUction of Inosquitoes is succes:.fully under­
taken. It has been done in any number 
of plac·_·3 else·where. It can be done in North 
QuE:cmsland, for instance, and. would m~~e an 
r>notmous difference not only In the ability of 
settlers to develop the country, but in the 
readiness with which white people would ?e­
persuaded to undertake resident e and :vork :n 
our tropir;'.l latitudes. It would contribute LO 

hasten settlement. 

" Dengue w.)U!d probably be nadicated in a 
f: li\~ sea ,,on;. Thi::; is 'vhat E. H. Ross f.::tys, 
writing on the Prevention of Dengue in t~e 
Annals of Trouical ~Iedir:inP: In Port Said 
a yigorous c:.rllpaign a::'·ainst mosquitoes had 
been begun. "Aftf'r two years 1nosquit~~:-~s have 
become so rare that they c::tn be Ignored. 
Dengue feyer hm:; dLs:appeared also, no case •. 
ha ·,'ing bN·n treated in Port Said since July, 
1 !=}r_'6. In the early part of that year, before 
the mosquito work was begun, dengue fever 
made its appearance as usual. In September, 
190G. a severe epidemic raged throughout 
Egynt, beginning at Assouan and runni:nr; rife 
in Cairo and Alexandria. Tt appeared Ill all 
other town>::, ·c:cept Port Said and Ismailia 
( Inosquito de :truction was begun in Ismailia in 
1902), which remained free from it, no case 
occurring in either place. 

" During the autumn of 1907 it again passed 
through Cairo and other part-J of Egypt, lmt 
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again Is1nailia and Port Said escaped." Dengue, 
it would appear, therefore. can be both pre­
Yented and eradicated." 

·when this is placed on the statute book, I 
hope the Minister will see that it is adJODinis­
terod; and if the local authorities do not 
do their duty in the matter, I hope the 
Government will administer it with the view 
of preventing dengue and other diseases 
which arc carried by the mosquito. 

The I-I011E SECRETARY : This Bill provides 
for that. 

Mr. RYLAND: Will this clause give tho 
authority? It simply refers to insect life. 

The HOME SECRETARY : Y os. 
Tho SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem­

hcr is out of order in asking a question of 
the Home Secretary, and the Home Secre­
t~ry is equally out of order in answering 
lum. 

:.VIr. RYLAND: I will not detain the House 
any longer. I will not speak on that part 
of the Bill relating to the adulteration of 
food, as that matter was gone into fully and 
ably by tho hon. member for Carpentaria. 
\Ve know that in Australia-in Queensland 
to a limited extent-there is adulteration. 
Things are n1adc to sell, and no.t to use ; 
and until we produce for use and not for sale 
the practice will continue. Fruits are plcnti: 
ful Pnough in Australia, but it has been 
proved that even jams are adulterated. At 
one jam factory-! do not suppose anythinry 
like it would be done in Queensland--I 
believe it was in one of the Southern States 
--large consignment, of strawberry jam 
used to go out, but no strawberries were ever 
eccn to go in, though tons of pumpkins and 
hags of hayseed went into tho factory. Vvhen 
this Bill becomes law I hope the Minister 
will see that it is administered as it should 
be: and if that is done it will be a good 
thing for the people of Queensland. (Hear, 
hear!) 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: I have no intention 
of taking up much time on the second read­
ing, because this Bill is essentially one for 
the Committee stagP. One drawback in most 
of our legislation is that it is made to apply 
to certain parts of thG Statfl, while other 
parts are exempt. That is irritating in some 
instance",; and it may be that people for 
whom legislation i; intended do not get the 
b~nefit; also that it a,ppliC's in places where 
there is less need, while it does not apply 
where there is more need. 

The Ho>IE SECRETARY: How docs the hon. 
member come to that conclusion? 

Mr. WINSTANLJ~Y: The Factories and 
Shops Act, fm· instance, does not apply to 
the whole of Queensland. 

The Ho;~IE SECRETARY: It c.,n be proclaimed 
in every part of the State. 

:Mr. \YINSTANLEY: It can, but as a 
matter of fact it is not so proclaimed: and 
it docs not apply to places where it is not 
proclaimed. 

The IIO~l': SECRETARY : This Bill is going 
to apply to the whole of the State. 

Ivlr. WINSTANLEY: That is a great pro­
tection. 'l'hcre is some legislation on the 
statute-book at the present time that is not 
administered ; and, as has been pointed 
out over and over again, a great deal n1orc 
depends on administration than legislation. 
A poor Act well administered will be more 
effective than a good Act not administered. 
The safety of the people is the supreme law ; 

and there is a great deal of improvement 
as fu as the health, food, and sanitation 
of the people are concerned. It has been 
said that whatever injures health m]ures 
wealth and whatever injures wealth injures 

·the co~monwealth, and whatever injures the 
commonwealth should be interfered with. 
Adulteration in its broad and general sense 
is part and parcel of the system under 
"·hich we liYe: it is part and parcel of the 
competitive system under which '':e are try. 
ing to ]i,-e and are supposed to hvc. ~o.hn 
f-lricrht on one occasion said m the Bnt1sh 
Ho~se of Commons that adulteration was a 
part of the competitive system, and argued 
that he was perfectly justified in l!sing dress· 
ing in the manufacture of .caliCo m order to 
cor.1pete with other people m the same trade. 

The SECRETARY !!'OR PUBLIC lKSTRDCTTON : 
\Yhcn did John Bright say that? 

Mr. WI='/ STANLEY: He said it in the 
British House of Commons-there is no 
question about it. It is a matter of every­
day experience, in addition to havmg been 
said bv him that when pnces arc so low that 
they c"annot' go lower, people go ii_t for adul­
teration and snbstitutes. There 1s a great 
deal of room for improved legislation in th~s 
direction. For a loncr time our local anthon· 
ties have had great difficulty in administering 
the law because of a bad definition in the 
provisions of the Health Act.. People have 
been able to do abommable tlnngs and coul? 
not be convicted because of defective defm1-
tions; and I am glad thai. steps have been 
taken to make it impO'ioible for people to turn 
otiensivc matter into the streets without suffer· 
ing a penalty. In connection with o':'r hospitals, 
l may say that there 1s no class m the com­
munity doing a nobler work than the nu~ses; 
hut there are nurses outside the hosp1tals, 
~nd it is essential that th0y should be well 
trained and know their business. There 
haYe been oases where the nurse, though 
perhaps not the carrier of typhoid, has been 
the carrier of other kinds of fever from one 
Dn,tient to another. I know of on<J instance 
~vhere a nurse took puerperal fever to six 
patients one after another, and every one 
of them died; and it was only after the mat­
ter was investigated that it was found to ~e 
the r<~ult of ignorance on the part of th1s 
one individual. So, while it is necessary to 
have nurses, it is essential that they should 
know their business, and that they should be 
able properly to carry out the duties by 
which they make their living. Reference 
has heen made to the food that we eat, and 
particular!:· to the meat supplied to the 
public, and I find that under one clayse of 
this Bill that matter can be dealt w1 th. I 
think the time has arrived when steps should 
be taken to soc that all meat sold--not O';llY 
that which is exported, but also that wh10h 
i~ consumed locally-is killed and .dr:ssed 
under proper conditions, and that 1t 1s of 
the best quality. 

The SECRETAHY FOR AGRICDLTPRE: There is. 
the s<tmc rigid inspection of meat killed for 
hoide consutnption as of n1cat exported. 

)Jr. WI;\; STANLEY: There cannot be the 
canw impection, because the meat killed for 
export is killed in a large factory, where 
an in. pcctor can c·,c that no diseased beast 
is put on the food market and that all 
beasts are killed and dressed under proper 
{Onditions, '':herc'1s in many of the towns 
i~1 Q·j£'('ns:.:pJJ slau~ht•r-y·ards aro ~·;att.Pred 
round the town at such distances from one 
<lnother that it is itnpossiblo for an inspec­
tor to giYc proper attention to all of them. 

Mr. Winstanley.] 
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In some instances the slaughter-yards are 
from 6 to 10 miles apart, and therefore no onp 
inspector can supervise the killing and dress­
ing of beasts in all those yards as he ought 
to supervise that work. I have been told 
by people who have been on the spot and 
seen what has taken place, that \vhcn a 
diseased beast is killed and dressed, tho 
diseased part is put away before the in­
spector can get there. 

The SECRETARY FOH AGHICULTcRE : There is 
an. inspector in eyery largo c0ntre of popu ... 
latwn. 

1\olr. 'WINSTANLEY: I repeat that no 
one inspector can inspect those slaughter 
yards as they cught to bo inspected, and s••e 
that beasts are killed under proper condi­
tions. I am aware that this matter is in 
the hands of the local authorities, but they 
do not deal with it in an cflicient manner, 
and I suppose that as long as they aro 
cle0ted on the present franchise thov will do 
no beHer. But if they do not take steps 
to perform this duty properly, I think the 
Gm·ernment should take the matter in hand, 
and see that abattoirs arc 0rected in one 
place where all Jhe meat for the district 
or town can be killed under proper super­
VISIOn. That would be infinitely better for 
the butchers as well as for tho public than 
the present system. At any rat.-, such a 
ch~'ngo 1night Le brought ~.bout in largo 
contreo, nf I?opulation. With Tcgard to 
ehcu11 to hanng to place their formulEe of 
the stuff they sell ou tho bottles or packets 
containing the drugs, I notice that there is 
a djstinction dra '' n b'""'·hvcen chernists and 
n_lC'_dic:l.l pract.itionpr;:;. So1no rncdic .d prac­
titioners 1nake up their O\Yn prescriptions, 
but _under this measure the.)' will not bs 
rcqmrcd to put tho formula on tho nacket 
or bottle. If it is a good thin[" to require 
a chenust \Yho 1nakcs up a prescription to 
state "hat are the contents of the mixture, 
then Jt lo a good thius- that ihe medical 
pracbttoncr should do the san~o thing-what 
IS saw for the goo. 8 shonld be sauce for the 
gander. \Vith refc renee to the sale of milk 
I notice that ,.d1erc theJ~e js n, discaBcd co'~ 
in a dair:y herd, tho O\Vncr of that CO\V is 
prohibited from selling tho milk for human 
consuruption as rnilk, but as far a"' I can 
,_,ee j_ tl~~\Fo is nothir~g to p~·c\~ent hilll using 
that. unlk for YL;tlnng butter, or cheese, or 
any other product. I think somo alteration 
of the provision is required to deal \Yith 
the n1attcr, ...,o as to preYent tho 1nilk froin 
such :u1 ani1naJ J:>eing used in any forn1 for 
h.uman c~nsunlption. ThPro is also a provi­
SIOn dealing ;vith the; quality and weight of 
bread, m whwh I thmk somo amendment is 
necessary. There is no doubt that for many 
years past the public have been robbed 
through bread being light wei:;ht as well 
as adulterated, and I think it is time that 
me:1.sures we1 e taken, not onl} to in.:mre that 
bakers have snles in their shoos, but also to 
msuro that they have them on their carts 
because for one loaf sold in a shon thousand~ 
are sold from. the carts. ·with ng·ard to th~ 
provision dealing with clothing, there is rooin 
for a good dc:tl of iGmrovemcnt in that matter 
Some time ago I read a statement to the. 
effect th",t the •coollen manufcnturers of 
Australia used in one 'ear 30 000 lb of 
cotton, which is evidenc,; that cloths which 
were. supposed to be pure l\Toollens \1.Tore 
nothmg of the kind. As a matter of fact, 
we know that our woollen goods are to a 
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greater or lesser extent adulterated, and we 
should endeavour in this measure to deal 
\\ ith that matter. There is one part of the 
Bill which seems to me to be a departure 
from what we regard as the principle of British 
Justice. In one or two 1natters, when act10~1 IS 
taken against a man the onus of proving 
that he is not guilty is thrown on the person 
accused. I have always been given to under­
stand that under British law a man is con· 
sidered innocent until he is proved guilty, 
but under this new procedure a man will be 
considered guilty until he proves that he is 
innocent. That does not appear to me to be 
a fair or reasonable proposal. There is_ one 
matter tho.t is not dealt with in this Biil. 
and that is tho sale of poisons, but which 1 
think should be- dealt with in it, unless the Go­
vernnu)nt arc going i:o introduce an amend­
ment of the Poisons Act. At the present 
time if a n1an goes to a cheinist and ask~ for 
poison, he is asked a nurnbcr of que"tlons, 
af:, for in·,)tancc, \vhat purpose docs he 
rcquirn it for, and vv~r:>ro_ is ho goin_g to use 
it and ·then he has to sign a recmpt book 
fo'r t.hc poison purchased. It ~s a ·very good 
thing to take those prccauhons. But we 
knovv that there arc other places bcsich·o, a 
ch~n1ist's shop ,vhcre people can buy ce~t.:;in 
polson·, and buy rt by th, hundredwe1gnt, 
'vithout any questions being asked or. any 
]H' ~aut.ions taken. I hope that the Pmsons 
Act will be administered better than it is 
at t.b., present time, or that som0 change will 
be made in the law so as to deal with this 
rnatt..r more offec:.ively. I was pleased to 
hear tnat the Home Secretary is prepared 
to rnake a change as far as tho . vvor_d 
"pauper" is concerned, bPrauso I think It 
is rather a blot on the Bill, and a blot on 
his idea of dcn1ocntcY, to treat a n1an as a 
"pauper" 1 'Cause h.e has to go to a hos· 
pital for the treat!'•cnt of infectious diseases. 
It has been the p~·act.icc in n1ost conllnuni­
tics to burn tho clothing and bedding of 
p .... ~r )ons who >'- ·__,YC died from t~Tphoict or 
tuberculosis, or other inf,,,ctious disease, 
and to disinfect the dwelling in which h0 
had Ji,·cd, in ordGr to pre<cnt tho spread of 
contagion. That i.'. a v-ery good thing, but 
it is a hardship to so1no pcr.~ons to be COITI­
pclled to pay for hav-ing that work done 
C\ftor tho funeral has taknn place. I think 
the charge in such caJes might v-ery well be 
borne by the whole c·Jrnnlunity. I have 
kno,rn sou1e cases of real hardship, where 
people after t-hey have buried their dead, 
had their clothes burnt, and their premises 
disinfected by the ambulance brigade or 
oJ- her public oflicers, and have then been 
mpplied with a bill for £2 2s. or £2 lOs. 
That charge might very well be abolished, 
and the expense defrayed from some other 
source. There are quite a number of 
amendments that might be made in the Bill, 
and that will probably be suggested when 
we go into Committee. I was glad to hear 
the Home Secretary say that he will accepi 
any reasonable amendment, and I hope he 
will be as good as his word. 

Tho Ho1m SECTIETAHY: That is amend­
ments which will improw tho Bill. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: There is plenty of 
room to make the Bill better without doing 
anything which will make it worse, and 1 
hope it will be remembered that any 
amendments proposed by members on this 
side of tho Hou '" will bo proposed with the 
idea of making the Bill a bettor Bill for 1ilo.• 
people of Queensland. 
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i\Ir. RYAN (llarcoo): I desire to say a few 
words on the second reading of this Bill, 
and in saying those few words I do not 
desire to touch upon anything which should 
properly be dealt with in Committee. In 
9asting rny eye OYer the provisions of the 
Bill t.here is one thing which has struck me, 
and that is that tho protection given to the 
health of tho people under the provisions of 
this Bill is not CO·extensive with the protec· 
tion gin~n by the Con1n1onwcalth Parlia­
nlent with regard to the irnportation of 
goods. It is not so many months ago since 
\YO heard from Cape York to Point Danger 
the question discussed as to whether we 
cihould allow the power to deal with Jlw 
purity of food to be ginm to the CommorJ. 
wealth. It was pointed out at public meet· 
mgs throughout Queensland that a great 
anomaly arose from the fact that the Corn· 
HlOfl"\Yealth CoYornr:ncnt had tho power to 
prohibit the irnportation of goods, ex­
cept on certain conditions, but that it 
ended when the goods were landed. Im. 
mediately tho goods wer" landed the re. 
striations and prohibitions were rernovcd 
and the goods could rea2h tlr~ consun1e; 
without fulfilling tho conditions imposed by 
the Commonwealth. This l3ill does no't 
remedy that state _of things. Tho argun1cnt'"· 
used on the occasion to lVhich I refer IV8nt 

to show that in the case of food and cloth. 
in_g certain conditions had to b-, con1plicd 
vnth before the goods pa sed the Customs 
office, and that compliance ·with those con­
ditions ceased as soon as the goods ''Tere 
la_ndcd. This Bi~l clc- _ not propose to deal 
w1th cloth mg. 'I he hon. nwmLer for Char· 
ter.s To1Ycrs, :VIr. \Yins1-an1c:y, vcr:· prope:rJv 
p~Hntcd out that t.hcrc should be some pro­
VISIOn to deal Whh tha: matL r. But tho 
GoYcrnment haY'- ~l(_•ly:_•d that, and hav~; 
confined the Bill to food and drugs. If thi 
IIcalth Act Anlr'ndw·'rF Bit h1' lf ;; la,, .,,-.p 
dwll han' this very striking· position: that 
nndr-r the ('vEl moil\\ calrh CPs co 1 ..::\._(- c'-.:orttin 
goo-ls ,.-ill be --Jrollibltu:J ··1'~)1.':1 • '1 1ort:1tion 
nnconditiouallv.- but that Jfter thev are iln­
portcd they -can be sold in l/L~eensland 
SurPly the Governrn ~,nt should Pndcaxour t~ 
make this Bill fit in as a corollary to the 
Cotnlnonwcalth legislation. 2\;o\Y I ~vill O'in-~ 
an cxatnple. Section 52 of Coind:on: 

wealth, Customs. Act of 1901 pro· 
[9 p.m.] ndes. lnat certam thmgs shall be 

. pr?h!bited
1 
unport~, and arnongst 

other thmgs m subc,ause (f) it lavs down 
that- · 
". oleo-marg,--rlne, bu~tt -·ine, or any other 
Similar sub~titute for butter. unless coloured 
~,nd branded as pl'csrribed, c~tnnot be landed 
111 Australia unle:::. coloured or branded as 
prescribed.'' 

But it can be sold to tho consumer without 
being coloured and branded as prescribed. 

'I'he PRE~!IEH: That is not so. There is a 
clause in the Nlargarine Bill passed last 
year to deal with that. 

3-ir. RYAI\~: Then it is laid do1n1 in sub­
clause (h) of section 52 of the Customs Act-

" All goods haying thereon or therewith any 
false sugge~tion of any warranty, guaraiitee, 
or cone :rn 111 the production or quality thereof 
by any P'< rson~. public officiaL.;, Government, or 
country." 

The HO~IE SECRETARY : Thcv must bo de­
scribed and sold for \Vhat the~- are. 

Mr. RYAK: The Bill sa.vs that there 
shall be no false description, ·but they may 
not have any description. All that is laid 
down in the Bill is that there shall not be 

any false description. Yon can put oleo­
margarine out for sale without having any 
description on it at all. Yon are not 
allo\VPd to irnport it unles" it is properly 
branded, but you can sell it for consumption 
without that description. 

The Ho1m SECHEL\RY: Does this Act not 
provide for that'! 

Mr. RYAN: No. Then section 56 of the 
Custon1s .. i~.ct pro\·idt,s-

" The power of prohibiting importation of 
goods f1hall authorise prohibition subject to 
any :::;pecified c::>ndition or restriction, and goods 
ilnportecl eontrary to any such condition or 
reotriction shall be prohibited in1port ,.·· 

'l'his Bill should haye in it a r;wooping 
clause under dauso 9 dealing with what is 
aduiteratod or falsclv de 'cribcd, because it 
should coyer what ;;re prohihited imports 
under the CustoGts Act of 1901, or wluch 
are made prohibited imports under the 
power of l~rocla:nation contained Ill SeCtion 
56 of the Customs Act, but the Government 
do not seem prepared to do that. This Bill 
onlv deals with food, but tlw Customs Act 
dea}; with clothirw as wdl. \Ve knm1 that 
it is laid down ag.;'in and again that clothing 
in1ported into Australia lnu--,t be ~)roperly 
described. You must •:ay whether !t lS all 
\vool, \Yhcther cotton and \Vool mixed, _or 
whatuver it is. Is there any such prescnp­
tion here'! It may be easily included in 
rhis Bill, so that puoplG ~hould know '\vhat 
they are buying, and at least tho same de· 
scription should be gi von to the buyer as 
has to be passed by the Customs officer 
when 1he good~, aro landed hure. 

rrhe I--Ioltn~ SECRETARY : Is tho han. Jnem­
ber :referring to food nuw ·: 

Mr. RYAN: Yes; I 11m refnring to 
food, io both food and clothing. 

The HOME SL:RET.UW: The ne>cos·,ary pro­
Yision is conte.incd in this Act with regard 
to food. 

:VIr. HYAN: I say it is noi. 
Tlw :E-loNIE SECRE'l'.\HY: I suy it IS. You 

th:nk .von knm- all al!out it. 

Mr. RY .\N: I do not c:crn what the 
l]olE<' Secretary says. I kno\v it is not. 

Tlw HmiE SECRETARY : I say it is. (Laugh­
h·r.) 

:Vlr. RYXN: The mere fact that the hon. 
gentlC'tuan says 1t is docs :r:-ot. 1nake any 
difference to me. I say that It 1s not. 

The IImrE SECRET.iRY: Thb mern fact that 
the hon. gentleman says it is not does n.ot 
1nakc any dillerence to n1c, and I say 1t IS. 
(Laughter.) 

The SPEAKER: Order' I hope that the 
hon. member for Barcoo will be aUowed to 
procoC'cl with his speech without interrup· 
tion. (Hear, hear!) 

:Mr. HA1IILTO::>r: Tho Homo Secretary is 
very di·ordcrly. 

Mr. RYAN: Those quotations which I 
<rive will sho\\ that the L\\O Acts arc not co­
~xtcnsivo. It was argued during the recent 
,·eferendum campaign that only one leg:ls­
lative bodv should have power to de~! With 
these thin.gs, and that was the leg!slat.lve 
bodv that had the power to deal w1th Im­
ported goods, and they would be able. to se' 
that th0sc goods when landed were given to 
the consumer having the stamp on them 
and subject to the same conditions as they 
were when landed on the shores of Au~· 
tralia. From the sections I have quot?d It 
will be clear to anyone who has the patwnce 

Mr. Ryan.] 
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a~d industry to study the question. I hope it 
wrll come up again in Committee. I will 
find mstances mysei£ to convince the Home 
Secretary that this Bill is not co-extensive 
w1th the Customs Act, that there is the 
anomaly of hanng two legislative bodies 
dE-~ah~g .with ~he :c1an1e ~ubjcct and dealing,' 
~Ylth 1t. 111 f3Uu1 a way that one docs not fit 
m as the complement of the other. The 
Government, if they have any deoire to 
n1ak~ the necessary auwnchnent and n1ake 
the Bill a compluncnt of the Common­
wealth Customs Act and the proclamatim1s 
passed thereon-we will find that thev will 
not do it-but if tlw Home Secretary is 
sjncerc when hP say~; that this Bill cO-Ycrs 
the ground-and I think he i:o mi,bken in 
his sincerity-then we will have no difficultv 
whatcy._ .: in getting in Hw an1endrncnt whic:f'1 
I suggest. 

The H03iE SECRETARY: . 
wealth representative was 
conference upon >\ hich 
founded. 

The Con1lnon­
pree<>nt at the 

this Bill "as 

Mr. RYA.\': That make" no difference to 
n1y argun1cnt. I an1 spPaking of the Cmn­
monwealth Government, not of a repre­
sentatiYe, and of the Con1rnonwealth Go­
vernment's Acts, and I say that the anomalv 
exists no'.v that goods in ardor to be landecl 
in Queensland ha\-e to pass certain condi­
tio~ls and are subject to certain restrictions 
whrch tho moment they are landed can be 
done away "·ith, and they can get to the 
consum -·r on different conditions and this 
Act will not cover it. ' 

The HmrE SECRETARY: I say it does. 

The PRKYIIER (Hon. D. F. Denham~ 
Oxley): Will the hon. gentleman permit me 
to remind him that last year we passed a 
Margarine Bill which contained most 
strenuous provision•-. so that it will not bo 
possible for margarine to be passed out as 
other than what it ic .. 

Mr. RYA~: There arc other things beside, 
margarine. I just mentioned that as ono 
example. 

The PREMIER: But it could not pos-­
sibly happen with margarine, and that waB 
one of the articles the hon. gentleman men­
tioned. No one will be permitted to manu­
facture 1nargarinc unless he is licensed. 

Mr. O'St;LLI\'A~: There arc ether things. 

The PRE:\liER: The hon. member fen· 
Barcoo rdc·rrPd to the fact that this Bill 
\\·as incomplete inas1nuch as the article of 
n:-arga1:inc n1ig~t b" pa&sc-d into consump­
tion \Ylthout bc•1ng proper]~y described, ,<,nd 
I am point,jng out that there is On our 
statute-book an Act which prm-ides that a 
person must be licensed to manufacture> 
1nargarine 1 he 111nst b.-:: licensed to s01l it .. 
and h8 1nust 1nix with it certain articles so 
that it cannot lw palm- d off as butter_ 
Then it is unlawful to colour the compound 
with any ingredient to imitate butter. 

::Vlr. FOLEY: Ho>Y >Yould you deal with 
margarine brought into the Sbte? 

The PREJUIER: A man must be licensed 
to sell it, and he cannot ;;.,II it unless lL., 
complies with our statutorv law. Our 
statutes arc compete in deaiing with the 
sale of that articlte. 

Mr. O'SuLLIYA"J: What about textiles? 

The PREMIER : Once textiles are im­
ported and having got into the hands of the 
retailer, there is no means of dealing with 

[ilfr. Ryan. 

it and finding out if it is a mixture of cotton 
and silk. But this Bill is not dealing with 
texti~e goods. 

Mr. MULLAK: It is a Health Act. 

The PREMIER: It is. Even if you desire 
to follow it, I do not know how you could 
mn,nage with a. piece of woollen goo.ds sold by 
t-he ya.rd. Are you going· to have it stamped 
at every yard or two? 11owover, that 1s entirely 
-,part -from the measure. I merely call the 
attention of the hon. g-entleman to the fact 
that so far as margarine is concerned it is in­
applicable_ I would like to take this oppor­
tunity to correct- some slight misapprehension 
that may arise from the remarks made by the 
hon. member for Carpentaria in respect to our 
meat products. The meat products which go 
into consumption in tho cities and larger 
to\vns are under careful supervision and 
inspection. 

::V1r. NEVITT: By the State. 

The PREMIER: By the StatP. ::Vlay I tell 
the House that from the very date that 
Queensland undertoo,k the inspection of meat 
right up to the time when the interested 
people in the trade in England made a fuss. 
about nodule, there was never any reJectiOn 
of Queensland meat. (.Hear, hear!) Queens­
land meat was exported and accepted at 
horne, and never on one occasion were the:; 
able to po,int to any defects in it. The han­
member was referring to the export and to the 
local trade; he indicated that the export trade 
>~as under such control that only satisfactorT 
meat was export-ed, and wished to claim some 
credit for the Commonwealth in that regard, 
but the only point that they have interested 
themselves in is the nodule. Now, nodules. 
were in Queensland for many long years, and 
nobody yet has said that nodules are injurious 
to tho meat. The question was raised in, 
perhaps, as disPeputable a pn,per as there is 
in the old countrv-John Bull-the proprietor 
of which is, I believe, at the present tirnc in 
gaol, and it was thron;:;h this disreputable 
paper, which is ordinarilv said to be in the· 
control and pay of the meat trusts of America, 
that the quco,tion of nodules was raised. 

1'.-Ir. FERRICKS: You had no scruples abo,ut 
quoting .T oh n Bull regarding the sugar strike. 
(Laughter.) 

The PREMIER: I did not catch the inter­
jection. I say that our Queensland meat has 
always been accepted in the old country as up 
to standard, and no . \ct o.f the Commonwealth 
has improved our position there. 

An OPPOSITION J\lEMBER: \Vhat do you keep. 
here? 

The PREJ\IIER: The meat exposed for sale 
in Brisbane and large cities is absolutely 
sound, and guaranteed to be sound. To. 
begin with, our inspectors are at the yard·", 
and if thev susncct anv animal they note 
whore it is going ·to, aml.they are not allowed 
to handle that beast in anv way until the 
inspector is satisfied. It is q;<ite truo that the 
large meat purveyors in Brisbane pass to the 
public meat that is certified to by a vdermary 
surgcGn as being absolutely sound. The pub_ 
lie of Queensland are protected in their meat 
products; meat does not come under this 
Bill nt all-we ha;e a Sln.u!IhterinR Act which 
deal'S w]th that 0ffcctuallv. I r1_ne say if we 
could carry thP extra chllrg- of dou-bling or 
quadrupliuf! tho insp.Pcto,rs more effective 
n·ork c0uld be done, but I wish to correct the 
i.mpression that in thP city or in the large• 
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towns the meat is not carefully or fully in­
spected. There is no need therefore to in­
elude meat here. s~eing that it is dealt with 
under the Slaughtering Act. I can hardly con­
ceive that it is necessary in a Bill of this sort 
to deal with textile manufactures, and I do not 
know that we could deal with them effectively. 

~lr. O'Sur,LIYAN: You dea.J with leather. 

The PREI\IIEH: You deal with leather 
here, because it is a question of public health· 
they may introduce into the leather sam~ 
chemicab that would b0 absorbed into the 
systBm through the warmth of the feet, and 
therefore be injurinus. The scope of the Bill 
is to protect tho public in their health, aucl to 
see that the fo-od 1Hoducts th(~y haYe ar::. good. 

:\Ir. ~[PLLAN: Look at the number of people 
that ar2 burnt to death with flannelette. 

The PRE:\IIER: We ha' c not got control 
of imports. The Customs are under the 
control of the Ce>mmonwcalth, and thev can 
prohibit anything, a11cl I believe they are very 
strict indeed as to what is admitted. but hav­
ing on co been admitted, jt can, of ~ cour~e, go 
on the market. In that the hon. member for 
Barcoo is quite conect; it is rather awkward 
mixing up textile fabrics with beef and also 
dairy products. 

:i\1r. NEVITT: It is no more a win- arc! than it 
is with coots. 

The PR.ElUIER.: Except that I ha vo shown 
that it is no•"-;ible that chemicals usr·d in the 
<tdulteration of leather may be absorbed into 
tho system, and in that re 1·ard it is bad. 
vVe \\OW particularly asked by tho Common­
wealth authorities to insert somf\ such pro­
vision as this in tho Bill that is going through 
the House, just the same as the Commonwealth 
asked us to make adequate provision in regard 
to olive oil. My idea of co-operation and co­
ordination is that the State should work as 
closely and ami<-,~bly as possible with th" 
Commonwealth, and in framing this Bill we 
ha YG done so, but it \vill not bo 'vise for ns 
to blend with a Pure Foods Bill or Health )tct 
the method of how to follow a yard of cloth 
after once it had gone into the storek< ·eper's 
shop. Reference was made to tho moisture 
in butter. Tho statuto nlacr d on the books 
some four or five years -ago provided for 16 
per cent. of moisture. More recently it has 
heen decided that 15 nor cent. is the correct 
moisture for buttm-~that is the maximum 
allowance in Australia and the a verago will 
go to show that oven loss than that is the 
average moisture contained in our butter. I 
r::tnnot understand how it i~, possible, except 
in a factory that is making up n1eroly for 
town use, how it can bP nossihle for them to 
prepare one class with 17; 18, or 19 per cent. 
of moisture, and another with 15 or 16 per 
cent .. because most of our factories are in 
tho country; indeed, with the exception of 
one or two they are all in tho country, and 
i he countrv manufacture,· does not know tho 
do,;tinatior! of his butter when ho makes it; 
therefore he has to n1akc it with not n1ore 
fhan 15 per cont., otherwise it cannot go into 
COllSUll1!_1tion. 

c\fr. NEVITT: :\Jy information is from the 
managers of the factories. 

The PRK\IIER: In Brisbane? 
l\lr.. NEYITT: Partly m Brisbane and 

partly in the country. 

The PREMIER: That oxnlains it, because 
I am quite sure tho hon. nit>mbor docs not 
want to mislead. Tho oosition is this~at 
factori s in Boaudescrt, or any other plaoe, 

when they are making up tho butter, they 
anticipate that it may be oxportocl, and there­
fore they know quite well it cannot pass 
unle,<s it be 15 per cont., or a loss degree, of 
n1oisture. The Brisbane 1nanufactur€r can put 
his stuff straight upon the market here, and 
take all this kind of risk, but it cannot be in re­
gard to the g, nora! product. :\Jy notion is 
that tho best quality of products is rotamecl 
for local consumption. I would like any hon. 
mernber who likes to interest hin1sclf, to n1akc· 
a tour round the city to-ntorrov,r and asc?r­
tain for himself as ~,(J what al'e our favounte 
brands of butter on the market, and he will 
find that the favourite brands are of the 
nighest quality, because tho diffcmenet in price 
is so small that it pays better to have a 
higher grade article. The Bill is before th0 
Chamber w1th the object of securing for our 
people the best that we can do for them in 
~1rotecting then1 in their coinn1odities, ~nd I 
really think tho han. member for Barcoo rs not 
quite correct in the insufficiency or inade9uacy 
of the nrovision to nrotcct fro1n adnuxture 
and from palming off -on th" public something 
other than what it is intcuJed; there hav& 
t.o be weights and descri;1tions on the article. 
If. however, thoro are cle!eots in the Bill, then, 
as the Home Secretary has indic,1tod, it is 
our hope and wish that hon. members will b8' 
able to noint out those defects so that it will 
be as complete a measure as nossible. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER (Mamnoa): I hav& 
.no intention of delaying the passage of this 
Bill. I think that since we must have th& 
Bill, the place to deal with it is in Com­
mittee. I am of opinion, howC\·er, that it is 
not a Bill that should come into this Chamber 
at all. That, I think, was fully discussed 
during the referendum campaign, and if 
there w-:ts one strong point made during that 
can1paign, it \vas in reference to 'the necessity 
of powers being given to the Federal Govern­
ment to deal with pure food and drugs and 
other matters that were distributed amongst 
the public. Not only is it highly essential 
that that is the form this Bill should take in 
the interests of the general public, but for 
tho cheaper administration of the Act and a 
uniform method of dealing with the different 
subjects that are contained in the Bill. 'l'her& 
is one phase of this question that has not 
been touched on. ..When the various health 
commissione1·s mot in Sydney they discussed 
tho measure that they were prepared to 
bring before tho different Parliaments and try 
t.e arrive at some uniform standard which 
will be a guide for them in the various States, 
but those standards will probably be altered, 
and immediately an alteration takes place­
the con1n1issioners n1ay agree among them­
sol vcs, Ln c when the measure is going through. 
Parliament it may be altered, and the result 
will be if one State docs not keep to the 
standard then tho question of under-selling 
must take place, because there is nothing to. 
stop the Southern States br·inging in a lower 
standard of stuff into our State. Conse­
quently there must be a loss of trade. 

II ox. R. PHILP: They must pass our stand­
ard. 

.!Ylr. J. M. HUNTER: If our standard is 
lower, there is nothing to stop them. I 
belicYe one of the obj eots of the Bill is to 
deal with the boot trade. An inferior class. 
of boot is being manufactured in the South, 
and is doing considerable injury to the boot 
trade in Queensland, and the same thing is 

JJ!r. J . • M. Hunter.] 



540 Health Act [ASSEMBLY.] Amendme11t Bill. 

being done with regard to the clothing 
trade. A cheap shoddy class of manufacture 
is being carried out in this State and sent to 
Sydney and to towns between here and there, 
and is being sold under the price of the 
better class of stuff manufactured by the 
Sydney houses. 

Ho:-;r. R PHILP: \Vhat, woollen goods? 

.:.vir. J. M. HUNTER: No, piece goods, 
but not made up to the same standard. 
There is not the same class of cut and finish 
put into them that is being done in the other 
places. 

Hox. R. PHILP: A lot more stuff comes 
from there than we send. to S;·dney. 

Mr. J. M. I-IUNTEH: The hon. member 
must know that is not a fact. The hon. 
mcmbet· must know that New South Wales 
is taking a large quantity of our clothing, 
a.nd we are taking a large quantity of boot' 
made in the South. 

HoN. R. PHILP: We take more clothing 
from the South than we send there. 

Mr. J. M. HUNTEH: The hon. member 
must kno\\ we are sending a lot of clothing 
to Nc,;· South ·wale,. Tho clothing we take 
from thoro is a bettor class of clothing. 

IIoN. R. PHILP: It is cheaper. 

Mr. J. M. I-IUNTEH: Th~ cheaper cloth­
ing is manufactured in Queensland. 

HoN. R PHILP: No. 

Mr. J. M. Hl:NTER: When we have this 
dual control of articles of trade, and when 
there i3 a difference in the standard of the 
articl<?s produced, then the local trade must 
be dislocated, and as a matter of fact it is 
being dislocated. 

Ylr. Mc:RPHY: There is nothing to prevent 
the Federal GoYcrnment introducing a Bill. 

Mr. J. M. HUNTEH: I understand there 
is something to prevent them introducing a 
Bill. As they have not done it, I shall be 
ver,; glad indeed to sec this Bill passed, be­
l'Ctuse there is no question there is a groat 
need for It. Anybody who knows anything 
about the class of foodstuffs that is beiniT 
pahm d oii on the public. must recognis~ 
tho necessity for tlns Bill Is very great in­
deed, but it will not be sufficient simply to 
pass the Bill. \Ve have already an Act on 
om statute-books, were it administered as 
it should be administered, that would have 
prevented a great deal of tho harm that is 
being done to the public, and the corruption 
that is taking place would have been pre­
vented, but for some reason or other the 
Act has been allowed to remain a dead letter. 

The HOl\lE SECRETARY: That is incorrect. 
I. r~ointed out _just now that there is no pro­
VISIOn made m our pr0sent Act providing 
for the prevention of adulteration. It has 
eventuated since the year that Act became 
\aw. 

::'\Ir. J. M. HUNTER: Adult, ration is tak­
ing place, not only in foods but in drink 
stuffs, but there is no doubt of the power of 
tho Government if they chose to use it. 

'The HmiE SECRETARY: All the >Jower has 
been exercised, and it has been 'found in· 
1mfficicnt. 

Mr. J. M. HUN'TEH: I should like very 
much to think that is the fact, but 8'>"<en 
though the Home Secretary repeats it. I 
must respectfully differ from him. · 

The H01IE SECRETARY: Of course, if Y<Ju 
know more than the experts of the depa. :rt­
ment, I have nothing more to say. 

jJfr. J. ill. Humer. 

Mr. J. M. HUNTEH: I do not profess 
to know more than the experts, but I do 
know that the inspection has not been as 
close, nor have prosecutions been as great, nor 
as often, as they might be. Even thoug.h 
the Act may not give all the power that 1s 
required, it gives greater power to tho Ad· 
ministration than they have taken advan. 
tage of, and I hope, now that the Government 
are waking up to the necessity o£ getting the 
necessary power when they get that power 
they will make ~so of it. There is one thing 

in connection with this inspection, 
[9.30 p.m.] to my mind, which does not meet 
· tho case. I believe the right way 

to get at this adulteration is to get at the 
factories where the adulteration takes place-, 
and insist upon those wholc,ale druggists 
and packers furnishing· to the Health De­
partment a list of the different things they 
pack and bottlo, and tho contents of same. 
An inspection should be regularly made at 
the factories, and if any goods arc found J?-Ot 
up to tho standard, the whole box and dwe 
should be confiscated, and the people lose 
their license. 

The Ho~IE SECRETARY: Full power IS 
given for that under section 32. 

::\Ir . .J. YL HUNTER: There is power to 
get at the retailer-some roor widow . or 
sonwc;rw in a back street \vho kno\VS nothing 
about tho contents of a package or a bottl& 
Yrhen purchasing from a tra'.·eller_, _and sells 
it be11cvin.?" it to be a good _;rhcu_•. I do 
not think those are the people the Govern­
men' should trouble themselves about. I do 
not say that a casual inspection should not 
be nuide in their case; but I believe the 
right plac J to get at the trouble is the 
fountain head-·the place where the goods 
arc mannfactured and packed. Packers of 
foods and bottlers of liquors and drugs or 
patent medicines should submit them to the 
I-Iealt.h Denartment, and haYc them passed 
as being up to a ftxed stalldard bdore sub­
mitting the.:n for Hale. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: That is all pro­
,·ided for under section 32. 

Mr. J. ::Vl. HUNTEH: It is rather an 
attempt to deal with the retailer and not 
the noanufacturer. 

The HoME SECRZTARY: It says, "For the 
1naking, manufacture, sale, storage, de­
li,·er~-. or preparation for sale." \Vhat more 
can you 'vant? 

Mr. J. M. I-IUKTER: It seems to me 
that the responsibi'ity is placed on the seller 
rather t}Ian on the manufa~cturer. 

'The Hmm SECRETARY: No. 

;\ir. J. 1'1. HU!\TEH: Hitherto that is 
the manner in which it has been dealt with. 
If the goods are not made they cannot be 
sold. Both seller and manufacturer should 
suffer a penalty; but n special attempt 
should be made to compel manufacturers to 
offer to the public nothing but goods up to 
a certain standard. \Ve were told, by way 
of interjection, by tho Minister for Aijricul­
ture that there \Yas a nNfect inspectiOn of 
the beef i!Oing into consumption. -

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICcLTURE: I said 
thoro was a good inspection of the meat 
going into consumption in the large centres 
of population. 

Mr. J. ::W. HUNTER: If the hon. gentle­
man means Brisbane, Townsville, and Hock­
hampton, that may be so; but there are 
centres of population where a great deal of 
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very inferior stock is being killed--where 
lumpies are slaughtered and sold to the 
public. Butchers buy these lumpies and 
diseased stock at low rates, and sell them 
to the public. 

Mr. BoOKER: Whore are the police? 
Mr. J. ::\L HuNTER: The duties of tho 

police are so many that they are not able 
to give attention to all these numerous 
matters. They are overworked. 

Mr. BooKER: I agree with you in that. 
The HOME SECRETARY: Does the hon. 

gentleman assert that the police are not 
doing their duty? 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: I assert that the 
hon. gentleman is asking the police to do 
Jnor-e than th0ir duty, and ·1nore than they 
are able to do. " 

OPPOSITION J\lEMBERS: I-f ear, hear! 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: I could give an 
instance where a,n inspector of slaughter­
houses was appointed, and for the first six 
or twel ,-e months every butcher in tlw place 
lost five or six head of cattle during the 
month. The end of it was that he was 
s~ifted, and no inspector has been put there 
srncc. 

Mr. BooKER: State the case. That is a 
Yerv serious charge. 
Th~ HOME SECRETARY: Giye the case. 

M:r. J. M. IrCNTER: It can be very 
quickh- ascertained. It shows the diffe_rence 
betwe~'n the inspection where there IS an 
inspector of slaughter-houses and the inspec­
tion \vhere it is supposed to be done by the 
police. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGR!C17LTl:RE: It shmvs 
that you make a statement you cannot stand 
up to. 

1\i[r. O'SULLIVAN: You can't stand fire. 
Mr. J. M. IIU="iTER: The hon. gentle­

man said the inspection was so good that I 
stated that case, and I will prone it to him 
in his office. 

The SECHETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: ::'-Jo. 
Prove it on the floor of the House. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: They can't stand fire. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

Mr. J. M: H"C"NTER: I have no wish to 
delay the House. Tho only thing I regret is 
that tho Bill, instead of being introduced 
in this Chamber, is not a Commonwealth 
measure, dealing not only with what we 
manufacture, but also with what is imported, 
which is of considerably greater amount. It 
is a great 1nistakc not to ha.ve a measu!.'e 
dealing with imported goods, as well as those 
of local manufacture ; it is not givwg i he 
local manufacturer a fair chance-not put­
ting him on the same footing as the im­
porter. For that reason it is regrotable 
to think that the Government have rushed 
in at the last moment with this Bill to meet 
a demand made at the last Federal refer­
endum. 

The HOlliE SECRETARY: It was on the pro­
gramme. 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: I know it was on 
the programme last session, and the Go­
vernment let it go by. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Not at all. I ex­
plained the reason; we have an improved 
measure. 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: The hon. gentle­
man's explanation does not meet the matter. 
It would be much better for the Govern-

mont to admit that a measure such as this 
could be better administered by a central 
government having the standards equal in 
the different States, having a central con­
trol, and a unifonn inspection. 

The Ho1m SECRETARY: Your colleague, tho 
han. member for Rockhampton, commended 
t-he State Government of Sou ~h Austra:ia 
for their Act and the \Yay it is carried out. 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: I hope that if this 
Bill is passed wu ma:c be able to commend 
its administration in Queensland. This Bill 
and the South Australian Act only supply 
the needs of two States ; but we are con­
cerned about the Commonwealth in matters 
of trade, ailll you cannot touch food, drugs. 
and clothing iE one State without affecting 
another State in some shape or form. If 
our 1nanufacturcrs arc encouraged by our 
Health Act to put up a lower standard of 
goods than thR New South iVales Act re­
quires, they arc put into the position that 
t.hoy cannot compete with the manufacturers 
in New South \Vales. On the other hand, 
if Now South \Vales has a higher standard 
than WG haYe, tho people of that Stat<:> 
cannot con1c in and trade with us, becaus'3 
IVO haYC a lovv standard, and consoqucntlv 
lower prices. Intercolonial frcetrade cann~t 
takr place while we haye different standards 
for textile fabrics and other goods in dif­
ferent Si'.ttcs-wc cannot have that inter­
change of goods which it was intended should 
take place at the time we agreed to fed<C~ ate. 
That is one of the stronge:;t reasons ,vhich 
r<mld be adYanrt·'d in fa Your of placing the 
matters dealt with in this Bill under thn 
control of the Federal Government instead 
of under the State GoYcrnment. IIow,o<-Gr, 
I am glad to '"eO the Bill introduced because 
it is bad!)- needed in Queensland, though I 
rPgrct that we have not seen fit to pnt the> 
matter in the hands of the :Federal Gol"<'lii­
tnrnt. 

Question-That the Bill be now read a 
second time--put and passed. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I move that 
the committal of the Bill be made an Order 
of the Day for to-morrow. I hope to have 
the report of the Health Commissioner in the 
hands of hon. members before the Bill is 
considered in Committee. (Hear, hear!) 

Question put and passed. 

STATE CHILDREN BILL. 
SECOND READING. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: I feel rather pleased at hav­
ing charge of this Bill, because I think it is 
a measure which will commend itself to the 
good sense of hon. members present. At this 
late hour I do not intend to make a long 
speech ; neither is a long speech necessary, 
for it would be doing hon. members an in­
justice to say that there is any man in this 
House who is either hostile or indifferent to 
the little children who have no parents, or 
the children whose parents' influence is in­
jurious to their future prospects. Therefore, 
there is no necessity for me to discuss the 
objects of the Bill, since those objects are not 
opposed by any section in the House. The 
Bill is a non-party Bill and a Committee 
Bill. I shall merely give a brief outline 
oi the objects that we have in view in 
submitting the Bill. In passing, ;r may .say 
that it is a fairly long cry from the time 

Han. K. M. Grant.] 
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v:hen John Pound started, in 1839, to gather 
in the destitute children from the streets of 
Portsmouth and establish a Ragged Union 
School. He had to appeal to a rather in­
different crowd for support for his project. 
And when, many years late•·, Elizabeth Barret 
Browning wrote that heart~n1oving poen1, 
"The Cry of the Children," it was to an 
indifferent crowd that she appealed. But 
now we may say that we have advanced 
in these :matters-" the o:d or·der changeth, 
giving pla.ce to new" -(hear, hear !)-and 
we are not indifferent to any proposal or 
measure for the amelioration of the lot of 
<~ny section of the community, more especially 
the helpless section of the community. Any 
measure of that kind appeals to any party 
no matter what their shade of politics ma~ 
be. This Bill is founded principally on the 
South Australian Act of 1895, as amended 
in 1909, and partly on the Western Aus­
tralian Act of 1907. A conference was held 
in Adelaide in 1909, which was attended by 
representatives from all the States, and the 
representatives at that conference, after 
going into the matter very carefully, re­
ported that is was desirable that all the 
States should pass a Biil founded on the 
Soath Australian Act. This Bill is really 
framed in accordance with the recommenda­
t-ions of that conference, and is, as I have said, 
based principally on the South Australian 
Act of 1895 as amended in 1909. It is a 
consolidation of the Industrial and Reforma~ 
tory Schools Acts, 1865 to 1906, the Orphan­
ages Act of 1879, an amendment oZ section 3 
-of the Children's Protection Act of 1896, 
an amendment of the Aboriginals Protection 
and Restriction of the Sale of Opiums Acts, 
1897 to 1901, of the Infant Lifo Protec­
tion Act of 1905, and tho Children's 
Courts Act of 1907. The definitions, which 
are contained in clause 4, really embody 
most of the important alterations proposed in 
the existing law. If hon. members will turn 
to the definition of a " neglected child," they 
will bde how far-roaching it is. At present 
tho State Department wn only take control 
of orphans or children who are semi-orphans. 
If members will peruse some of tho descrip­
tions in the definitions of a neglected child 
they will see that under this Bill tho Go: 
vernmP>1t are asking for power to take over 
tho care and control, not only of those chil­
dren who have no parents, but also of those 
who are in almost a worse position than 
orphans, inasmuch as they have parents who 
are injurious to their future prospects. The 
Government will be able to clajm those 
children. They can bring the children before 
the court, and then after the case is decid<Jd 
they can adopt one of two or t.hrce different 
courses. They can put them into an indus­
trial home, or put them out with foste,-­
paronts, or put them out with their ov•.-n 
parents under probation, the Inspector of 
Orphamtges paying periodical visits to the 
homes where they are boarded to see that 
they arc· well cared for. 

:'-fr. MuLLAN: It is to be hoped tint you 
wili blot out that part about convicting tho 
child. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: The hon. member will see 
that the procedure aclopted at the present 
time of convicting tho chilclren, and getting 
the conviction removed bv a minute of the 
Governor in Council, is done away with en­
tirely. If hon. members will turn to clause 
36, they will see that that is alter0d. I am 
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sure that members must have noticed m the 
streets of Brisbane what is really a crying 
shame-that is, little children out at a late 
hour of the night going round and most per­
si,;tently trying to sell flowers and button­
holes. (Hear, h0ar !) And it is not only 
in the streets that they sell their flowers, 
but they also go into. the bars of hotels, 
and the police cannot interfere with them. 

Mr. HAMILTON: They sell newspapers, too. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­

STRLJCT'10N: Under this Bill the Orphanages 
Department can take action and have the 
child placed under proper care. (Roa.r, hear!) 
Under clause 5 there is provision for taking 
away from the orphanages the industrial sec­
tion of the aboriginal stations a.nd putting 
them under the care of the Protector of 
Aboriginals. At the present time they are 
under the orphanages. Paragraph 4 of clause 
5 nrovides for the alteration of children's 
courts. At the preseut time a child m1ght 
be brought before the children's court and 
tho par.ents no.tified when a trial is coming on. 
Tho alteration we now suggest is that the 
Orphanages Department also be notified, so 
that they come to the court, and if the child 
is corwicted, the Orphanages Department can 
take entire charge of it. We cannot do that 
at present, as there is no provision to enable 
us to. do so. Part II. deals with the State 
children department. This is a new depart­
ment called " The State Children Depart­
ment," instead of "The Orphanages Depart­
ment." In South Australia the whole of the 
orphanage department is managed by twelve 
" Visitors." vVe do not propose to do that 
hero, however. (Hear, hear!) I ~{o not think 
it is at all desirable that outsid" people who 
are not responsible to tho department 
or to Parliament should have the control 
cf children. (Hear, hear!) Here we pro­
pose that the Director of Orphana.ges-that is 
the new title which the Inspector of Orphan­
ages will assume-will have entire charge of 
thorn. (Hear, hear!) \Ve do not follow South 
Australia in that respect, nor docs \Vestern 
Australia. We go into line with \Vestern 
Australia rather than South Australia. Then 
in JOegard to institutions that a child might 
be sent to, a child might be sent to Govern­
ment institutions or to a_ serni-Government 
institution-that is, an institution that is con­
ducted privately, but which receiycs Goyern­
ment subsidy. 

Mr. MURPHY: You do not propose 1Jo 
nationalise orphanages? 

'l.'he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
ST11UCTION: No.. We will have State 
orphr,nages, and subsidise otlwr orphanages 
a.s we do e~t tho present time. The figure paid 
per day to orphanages at the present time 
is lOd., and in some ca~es they get even 
rnore. It is a rnattcr that the GoYern:ment 
decide by re<;ulation, and vd1en you take 
everything into account it is a fairly good 
sum to. pay. 

J\Ir. O'SLI,LIYA:.:: l\:"ot enough with tho 
increased cost uf li,~ing. 

The SECRETARY FOR P'LBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: In our own orphanages it does 
not cost quite so much as that. These other 
institutions are really doing goo.d work, and 
I think that tho children know that they arc 
well looked after. But I do not know that 
more than lOd. per day can be claimed for 
their maintenance. The Bill proposes to give 
the :\1inister the right to take a child up ta 
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the age o£ thirteen. At the present time the 
.age is twelve, and we arc increasing the age by 
one year. (Hear, hear!) 

Mr. FoLEY: Make it fourteen while you are 
about it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IK­
.STRUCTION: It is now the same as South 
Australia. 

Mr. CuLLINS: \Yhy not go one better than 
.South Australia? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: In \Ye··teru Australia it is 
fourteen, and we propose to make it thirteen. 

Mr. MuLLAN: J .. nd they cannot enter a 
factory till they are fourteen. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: Clause 20 gives power to take 
neglected children into custody. The depart­
ment has no power to take any action now in 
the serious cases that are brought under its 
notice. Clause 21 defines the powers of the 
court with regard to neglected children. The 
court can admit a neglected child right to the 
department under the Bill without conviction. 
Clause 23 deals with uncontrollable children. 
Parents are often-at least they are not often, 
because it is a very rare thing in Queensland 
.to find children who are utterly beyond the 
control of their parents-but if there are such 
cases the parent can go to the court and direct 
that the child shali be dealt with as an uncon­
trollable child. Then the court can do one of 
four different things. It can put that child 
in the reformatory, into a State orphanage, 
into a. subsidised orphanage, or have it regis­
tered out. Some cases have arisen in Queens­
land where a. child refuses to attend school. 
A party was prosecuted for not sending 
his child to school the other day, and he said 
he could not control the child. We could not 
do anything a.s the law was then, but we have 
got provisions in this Bill which will enable us 
to get control of that child when tho parents 
are helpless to deal with the child themselves 
or if it is a criminally neglected chrld. Clause 
.25 pwvides that all children can be detained 
until they are eighteen years of age. In the 
past tho boys are dischargecl at seventeen and 
the girls at eighteen. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: From State supervision? 

The SECRETARY FOR P'GBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: Yes. But if they remain at 
school until they are thirteen, they will still 
have five vears at service. Thoro are spemal 
provisions~ for retain,ing the child for two 
vears if admitted after attaining tho age of 
~ixteen, so in son1e casPs t~cy 111ight exceed 
b.- a few months tho eighteenth year. 
ClmJ'•'' 26 provides the inst-itution to which 
the children should be sent, and clause 27 
refers to the warrant for detention, form of 
order, and statement of ago and religion to 
be prima facie cvidenco. Clause 28 provides 
that absconding State children can be ar­
rested .,,-ithout a. warrant. C::lau e 29 gives 
power to discharge State children from the 
control of the depa rtmcnt. 'The discharge 
will be on prohation, and the cbi~d may ht 
vlsited bv an insncctor fron1 tin1c to tin1e. In 
s~me ca;es girls -c,n be detained if necer-oar~' 
till thcv are twenh--one. Clauses 33 and 34 
deal w'ith the apprenticing of children by 
the department and th~ placing out of chilf 
dren b": the director. Clause 35 deals with 
the placing of children with foster-mothers 
or with their mothers who are widows cr 
deserted wives. 

Mr. O'SuLLIVAN: I hope you will be more 
liberal with the mothers in future . 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IK­
STRGCTION: That rs a. very doubtful 
point. If members will carefully read the 
reports of inspectors, they will find that to 
board out children at their own homes, no 
matter how humanely it may sound, is not 
always a. wise thing. The opinion of the 
] nspector of Orphanages and other inspectors 
is that the children with foster-mothers get on 
better than thev do with their own mothers. 
I have read tho reports very carefully, and 
those members who ha.Ye done the same will 
find my statement is borne out by those 
reports. When the matter first cropped up, 
like a number of other members I thought 
it was a. yery humane thing to give poor 
mothers, who had not enough money to keep 
their own children, enough money from the 
State to enable them to do so, but it has 
not always worked out well in practice. 

Ivlr. FOLEY: Don't YOU think that the 
reason is that you did not give them enough 
to look after the children? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: No; the foster-mothers seem 
to look more carefully after their children 
at times. Hon: members will notice that in 
clause 36 the school age is raised to thirteen, 
but I would ask them to note that the 
1\Jinister has authority, if he thinks it de­
sirable, to extend that age by one year, 
making it fourteen. Clause 49 gives the 
order of maintenance of children, and mem­
bers will notice that '·near relative" has 
been extended a little to bring in foster­
mothers, sisters, brother", or stepfathers 
or stepmothers to maintain their children. 
Clause 52 deals with illegitimate children, 
and I think members will find that it is 
fairly explicit, and there is also provision 
in it that when a. man has been a.ccus;:d of 
being the father of a. child, the mother's 
evidence js taken, even if not corroborated, 
unless tho n1an goes into court and S\VOars 
otherwise. Part VI. deals with the foster­
parents. At the present time in boarding 
children out with foster-parents, it is the 
child who is liccmced. \Yo have a sugges­
tion in this Bill that fost-0 r-mothers, not 
children, should be licensed-that a. woman 
sl:ould be licensed as a. foster-mother, and 
the departn1cnt \Yill take into account hovr 
nJany children she can rec,J.ivo at ono time. 
'fhcy are not registered at the prc>cnt time 
Clause 63 provides for payment of foster­
mothers, not exceeding lOs. per week. At 
pre,,ont, infants undor two years of age are 
paid for at the rate of 2-s. a. week; two 
years and upv1ards, 6s. in Southern districts. 
and 7s. in the other districts. Clause 64 
giw' a new power to the department to be 
rer1rescntcd and conduct cases, and clause 66 
contains restrictions on the ernployrnent of 
children. In that we are foliowing the good 
practic 'S which ha vc bc·en adopted wrth 
succ( ~·s in other conn tries. For instance, no 
child can be permitted to sing at public en­
tertainments between 8 o'clock in the even­
in!' and 5 o'clock unll-3S en licensed pre­
nuscs. 

Mr. FOLE": Would this be a child under 
scYenteen years of age? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: A child under ten. Then, 
again, in clause 66 no child under the age of 
fourteen can be allowed to engage in any 
employment that is dangerous to their 
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health, even in licensed premises. If a 
child is doing some contortion act in a 
theatre or circus, and the Director of 
Orphanages thinks it is injurious to the 
child's health, then he ean -conH' in and take 
action. 

Mr. O'SuLLIVAN: Through a medical cer­
tificate? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: Yes; there will be no hard­
ship involved. I do not think it is right for 
a little girl of seven or eight to be on a 
stage at 11 o'clock at.night dancing and sing­
ing for the amusement of the people there. 
The rest of tho clauses from 67 onwards are 
practicall:· tho same as we have now; there 
is very little new. The Bill, as I have said, 
is really a consolidation of Acts already in 
force in Queensland; it is purely a Com­
n1ittee Bill, and one which no one in the 
House will ohj0ct to the principles of. It is 
with every confidence that I submit this Bill 
for the consideration of members. 

1-IONOl:RABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. HA::'YIILTON (&'rcgory): I move the 

adjournment of the debate. 
Question put and pase.cd; and the re­

sumntion of tim debate made an Order of 
the Day for to-morrow. 

The House adjourned at eight minut<es 
past 10 o'clock. 

Summar.IJ Offenres Bi11. 




