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Pol1ce Juri•diction, Etr., Bill. [1 AuGUST.] Question.1·. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEJY!BLY 

TUESDAY, 1 AUGUST, 1911. 

The SP.EAKER CHon. W. D. Armstrong, 
Lockye1•) took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

QUESTIONS. 
PoLICE EsCORTING TRANSIT OF RAW SUGAR 

IN BUNDABERG DISTRICT. 

Mr. BARBER (Bunclaberg) asked the Home 
Secretary-

H 1. How many members of the Police Force 
were engaged during one day last week in 
escorting a consignment of three dray loads of 
raw sugar from the Qunaba Plantation to 
Millaquin Refinery? 
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" 2. What were the respective ranks of the 
n1en engaged? 

" 3. Was the escort sent at the request of the 
general manager of the Queensland National 
Bank, or the Bundaberg manager of the Milla
quin and Yengarie Sugar Refining Company, 
o~ on t_he instruction of the local sub-inspector, 
or on Instructions issued by the Con1missioner 
of Police, Brisbane? " 

Th<3 HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. G. 
Appel, Albert) replied-

" 1. Seven. 

" 2. One sub-inspector and six constables. 

" 3. The manager Qunaba requisitioned for a 
police escort ow1ng to the prevwus lnterfer
er..ce by strikers with loading along the road." 

PoLICE PATROL DuTY IN BRISBANE, IPSWICH, 
AND TOOW001IBA. 

Mr. ROBERTS (Drayton and Toowoomba) 
asked thD Home Secretary-

" 1. Are members of the Police Force in the 
cities of Brisbane, Ipswich, and Toowoomba 
kept to continuous patrol _duty from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. daily? 

" 2. If such report is correct, will he take 
such action as will provide for n. reduction of 
such hours for continuous duty? " 

The HOME. SECRETARY replied-
" No." 

NUMBERS OF IN~IATES AND ATTEND.,NTS AT 
GOODNA. 

Mr. LENNON (Herbert) asked the Home 
Secretary-

~' 1. The number of inmates at present at 
Goodna? 

" 2. The number of attendants at present at 
Goodna-1nale and f6lnale? 

"3. The average nurnber of inmates 
the superviBion of one attendant during 
year 1910? 

u 4. When was 
tendants of their 

The HOl\IIE. SECRETARY replied-

at-

" 1. Males, 790 ; females, 486; total, 1,276. 
" 2. Male attendants, 76; female attendants, 

4.5 ; total, 121. 

" 3. On 31st December-1 male attendant for 
every 10.05 patients; 1 female attendant for 
every 10.75 patients; total, 1 attendant for 
every 10.31 patients. 

1
' 4. The increases were provided for by 

Executive Minute on the 29th June last, and 
payments will be made from the 1st ultimo." 

EXTRA POLICE AND CANE FIRES IN AYR 
DISTRICT. 

Mr. FERRICKS (Bowen) asked the Home 
Secretary-

" Will he lay on the table of the House-
" 1. A copy of all correspondence relating to 

the sending of a great nu1nber of extra police 
into the Ayr district during the present strike 
of sugar-workers? 

" 2. A copy of the reports made by the Ayr 
police in reference to the cane fires that have 
occurred in the Ayr district to date? " 

The HOME SECRETARY replied-
" Correspondence of this nature is regarded 

as confidential, and therefore conies cannot 
be !aid on the table of the House." -

REGULATIONS FOR BOARDING OR ALIGHTING 
FROM TRAMCARS. 

J\Ir. D. HUNTER (Woolloongabba.) asked the 
Home SBcretary-

1' 1. Is it intended to put into force the new 
regulation dealing \Vith passengers who board 
or aliglJt fron1 a tranlCar on the side farthest 
fron1 'tbe footpath when the car is travelling 
on a double track? 

n 2. there a penalty attached to those who 
break regulation? 

u 3. If so, what is the penalty? 

" 4. \Ifill he see that the public are duly 
warned before any prosecution is instituted? " 

The HOl\lE SECRETARY replied
" 1. Yes. 
"2. Yes. 
" 3. Not exceeding £20. 
"4. Yes." 

SUITABILITY OF CALLIOPE VALLEY FOR 
AGRI01CLT1.'RE AND DAIRYING. 

Mr. McLACHLAN (Fortitude Ya.lley), on· 
behalf of Mr. Breslin (Port Curtis),. asked 
the Secretary for Agriculture-

" What steos have been taken towards obtain
ing a report as to the suitability of the Calliope 
Valley for agriculture and dairying, same hav
ing been promised by the then Secretary fvr 
Agriculture on 25th November, 1910? " 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. J. Tolmie, Drayton and Toowoomba) 
replied-

" The delayed return of the principal of the 
Queensland Agricultural College, and subse
quent press of work through arrears, has P.re
vented the l\iinister up to the present carrying 
out the pron1ise 1nade that l\1r. Quodling would 
report on the suitability of the Calliope Valley 
for agriculture and dairying, but during the, 
latter end of August an o:fficer will be sent to 
that district." 

PE-TITION. 

CAIRNS SCHOOL RESERVE. 

Mr. MURPHY (Croydon): I desire to pre
sent a petition signed by the parents of chil
dren attending the State school at Cairns and' 
by the residents generally. objecting to the 
Government taking away portion of the school 
reserve. The petition is respectfully worded, 
and concludes with the usual prayer. The 
hon. member for Cairns, Mr. ]\fann, having 
signed the petition. is, of course, prevented' 
from presenting it to. the House. 

Petition read and Teceived. 

LICEKSING DISTRICTS IN 
QUEENSLAND. 

On the motion of Mr. BARBER (Bunda.
bu·g) is was formally resolved-

" That there be laid on the table of the· 
House a return showing-

" 1. The nu:mber of licensing districts in 
Queensland. 

" 2. The names of the respective districts. 
" 3. 'rhe chief centres of population in each 

district. 
" 4. The estimated adult population in each 

district. 
<I 5. The number of licensed premises and 

licensed bars, respEctively, i1.1 each 
digtrict. 

"6. 'I'he ?.n.:wunt of revenue received by the 
GoYernmcnt fron1 licensing fees from. 
each respective district~'~ 
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SUGAR WORKS BILL. 
INITIATION. 

On th€ motion of the TREASURER (Hon. 
vV. H. Barnes, Bulimia), it was formally 
resolved--

" That the House will, on Wednesday next, 
resolve itself into a ConJ.mittee of the VVho1e 
to cone:ider of the desirableness of introducing 
a Bill to authorise the construction and estab-
1ishn1ent of sugar-works by n1eans of moneys 
advanced by the State, and to provide for the 
repnyn1ent of such n10neys and for the main
tenance, managernent, and control of 
sugar-works, and for other purposes coJ:m<ccteu 
therewith." 

HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT BILL. 
INITIATION IN COMMITTEE. 

(Mr. J. Stodart, Logan, in the chair.) 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. G. 
Appel, Albert), in moving-

" That it is desirable that a Bill be introduced 
to amend the Health Act of 1900"-
said the Bill which it was proposed to lay 
on the table of the House embodied the 
results of a conference which was held in 
Svdney last year, comprising all the health 
officers of the various States of the Common
wealth. The Bill consisted first of defini
tions, and was subdivided into two parts. 
Subdivision 1 was the preliminary, and sub
division 2 dealt with pure foods; also with 
prohibition against adulteration, the sale of 
mixtures, sale of food in packages, adver
tisement articles, disinfectants and preventa
tives, milk, bread, short weights, olive oil, 
aerated water, inspection and removal, 
sampling, e,nalysis, agents, subject-matter of 
regulations and application of Act to infec
tious diseases. Those sections comprised 
practically' the whole of the resolutions 
arrived at by the conference, and, in addi
tion, there were embodied in the Bill clauses 
relating to private hospitals, nurses, and 
J;(eneral provisions. 

]'dr. j'y1URPHY (Croydon) asked the Home 
Secretary when the Liquor Bill would be 
introduced ? They had been told in the 
Press that at a caucus meeting of the Go
vernment party it was d€cided that the 
Liquor Bill was to be the very first measure 
introduced this session, and now it was 
placed at the bottom of the business-paper. 
Certainly, the Bill which had been mentioned 
by the Home Secretary was a most important 
one, and he (Mr. Murphy) was sure all 
members of the Committee would give him 
every assistance in passing it into law. At 
the same time, the Committee were entitled 
to know, before agreeing to the motion, 
when the promised Liquor Bill was to be intro
duced. They found that in another place 
they had introduced the Police Offences Bill. 
Now the Government were introducing other 
JJ:teasures in the Legislative Assembly, and 
they were not to get the Liquor Bill at all. 
He might say at once he was opposed to 
the Police Offences Bill, and would fight 
every clause in it, because it was attacking 
the fundamental principles of British liberty. 
(Hear, hear!} Was the promised Liquor Bill 
coming on at all? Had not the Government 
party been able to come to any decision 
at all about that Bill? They had had three 
caucus meetings already about it, and the 
result was that that Bill was placed at the 
bottom of the page. They were going to 
have non-contentious legislation introduce'd 

into that Chamber, and legislation such as 
the Police Offences Bill in the other Cham
ber, and after they had squabbled over it 
for months, to let it pass. They were not to 
get the promised Liquor Bill this session, as 
the Government party had not been able to 
agree upon that matter. (Government 
laughter.) 

The PREMIER said the remarks of the 
hon. member for Croydon were slightly irre
levant, but in order to set the minds of 
hon. members at rest, he might say at once· 
that immediately the Address in Reply was 
finished the Liquor Bill would be intro
duced. He apprehended that the Address 
in Reply would be completed to-night-that 
was the implied understanding. 

Mr. MAY: No. 

The PREMIER : When the Address in 
Reply was out of the way, notice would at 
once be given of the Liquor Bill. 

GovERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. MURPHY accepted the assurance of 

ihe Premier that the Liquor Bill had not 
been dropped. It seemed very strange, if 
the Government were so very anxious to 
introduce the Liquor Bill, that they should 
give notice of other measures at that par
ticular time. 

The PREMIER thought common sense 
would indicate that to place the Liquor 
Bill on the table while the Address in Reply 
was unfinished would only protract it. 

Mr. LENNON: This is quite irregular. 

The PREMIER: Quite irregular. Imme
diately the Standing Orders were dealt with 
they would proceed with the Health Act 
Amendment Bill. His idea of business was 
fair play to all, and it was highly desirable 
that the Liquor Bill should at least be on the 
table some days, so that members could be
come acq!la.inted with its provisions before 
discussing it. 

Question put and passed. 

FlRST READING. 
The House resumed, and the. CHAIRMAN 

reported that the Committee had come to a 
resolution, which was agreed to. The Bill 

read a first time, and the second reading: 
an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

STATE CHILDREN BILL. 
,INITIATION IN COMMITTEE. 

(Mr. J. Stodart, Logan, in the chair.) 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN

STRUCTION (Hon. K. M. Grant, Rock
hampton), moved-

" That it is desirable that a Bill be introduced 
to consolidate and amend the law relating to 
State children." 

Mr. MURPHY said he would lilie the 
Minister to follow the courteous example of 
the Home Secretary and give the Committee 
particulars of the proposed measure. They 
were entitled to that courtesy from the 
courteous member fo1· Rockhampton. 
(Laughter.) 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRUCTION said the full information 
would be given on the second reading. The 
Bill was self-explanatory, and was intended 
to amend and consolidate the law relating 
to State children .. 

Question put and passed. 

H on. K. M. Grant.] 
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FIRST READING. 
The House re.sumed, and the CHAIRMAN 

reported that the Committee had come to a 
.resolution which was agreed to. The Bill 
was read ~ first time, and the second reading 
111ade an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

ADDRESS IN REPLY. 
RESUMPTION OF DEBATE. 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER (Maranoa): In common 
with other members who have addressed 

themselves to the Speech, I have 
[4 p.m.] to express my very sin •ora regret 

at the death of our late Speaker. 
He was a man we all admired and esteemed, 
and who distinguished himself, not only as a 
Minister of the Crown, but also in the posi
tion you, Mr. Speaker, now hold. While l 
congratulate you on your appomtment, 1 
hope that at the expiration of your term ]10;-t 
will have gained for yourself the same hrgh 
position in the estimation of the House that 
your predecessors have occup!ed. I have also 
to congratulate the Premwr on havmg 
attained the distinguished position he now 
holds; and if I have any regret, it is that 
he is at the head of a Tory party whwh com
pels him to keep himself under contrd aJJd 
steadv the pace I think he otherwise 1mght 
have "gone. In his appointment we have had 
more juggling with portfolios. We have a full 
bench of Ministers who have come to therr 
position by various means, resulting- in a 
great deal of discontent on the other side of 
the Chamber. 

Mr. MACKINTOSH: None. 
Mr. J. :i\LHUNTER: I understand that the 

bon. gentleman who interjected is one o£ 
the discontented ones. 

Mr. IvlAOKINTOSH: You are under a mis
take. 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: I think he fully 
expected a position in the Cabinet, a;nd poe
·sibly he would have filled that posrtwn. as 
well as some of the gentlemen occupymg 
positions in the Ministry. However, this 
rearrangement of portfolios has taken place, 
and we have now before us a complete set 

·Df Ministers, except, of course, the Attorney
·.General; and we have once more on thA 
Treasury bench the continuous Governrnent. 
which Queensland experienced for years ana 
years. During a short time we had a break
up of that party, throug-h the coalition that 
took place between the Labour party and 
·the Morgan party; but now we have the 
true Tory spirit as represented in Queens
land. On the front bench opposite we have 
four Philpites and two cx-Philpites, and 
one little ewe-lamb that belonged to the 
Kidston party. What that little ewe-lamb 
may be able to do to help democracy we 
<Jannot foretell; but he is so overwhelmed 
by the Tory spirit around him that I do 
not look for much in that direction. It is no 
longer the harmonious concrete party its 
1ate leader declared it to be. There are rifts 
all through; it is broken and twisted into 
every shape. There are members who do 
not even attend the House, either b'ecause 
'they have not been made Ministers, or be
cause they do not approve of those who have 
been made Ministers. Coming to the Speech, 
I shall brieflv refer to one or two matters 
dealt with by the Premier. He painted a 
·glowing picture of the wonderful progress 
made by Queensland; and I believe the 
'hon. gentleman thoug-ht he was g-iving us 
actual facts. He told us of the progress of 
Dur industries; of the great amount of land 
'settlement through resumptions, through the 

[Mr. J. lJf. Hunter. 

conservation of water, and through railway 
construction. It seemed for a moment as if 
the dry bones opposite were beginning to 
move, and that the party, which has de
clared itself to be a democratic party, was 
likely to achieve. something in that directior;. 
But it was nothmg- more than the Premrer s 
gift of imagination; his constructive genius 
is unable to find vent for itself because of 
the dead weight of 'I'oryism sitting beside 
him and around him. It reflected some of 
the things he might do were he supported 
by a progressive party ; but I look for none 
of those things from the party opposrte. The 
hon. gentleman told us there were large num
bers of immigrants coming to Queensland ; 
and it would seem from his remarks that 
this side had no sympathy with ar:y class of 
immigration. In that respect he IS wrong; 
and I make no apology to anybo.cly, or to 
any party, for declaring myself in favour of a 
class of immigration that wlll help to 
build up Queensland; but I believe, _on 
good authority, that we are not recervmg 
anything like a fair percentage of .that class. 
I admit that there may be a drfficulty m 
making a proper sele'?tion at home; but 
unless we can get the nght sort we are bet
ter without any at all. Queensland spent 
last year £80,000, and is going to. spend 
something like double that amount th1s year 
on immigration. Already over £3,000,000 '?f 
the taxpayers' m'?ney ha.s been spent on this 
means of attractmg populatiOn; and what 
has Queensland gained? To-day_ we have 
very little more than the natural mm:,ease of 
our population;. and ]Tet we are t~1d that 
this is a good thmg to r_nvest money m ; and 
there is a power behmd the Government 
urging them to bring out m?re p~ople, 
because they want men. who wrll .wor1< for 
lower wages. They say ;t IS '!- busmes~ pro
position, and from therr pomt of vrew I 
admit that it is, because it means that. by 
increasing the number of those seel~;ng 
employment there must be a correspon.amg 
decrease in the rate of wages. It IS a 
very difficult matte_r t<? get. the class o£ 
men we want; and m drscussmg th? matter 
with Mr. Dunlop, one of the Scottrsh Com
missioners, he told me that the class of men 
we wanted were not to be got at home
that in Scotland they were the class of m_en 
they were looking for themselves. He said, 
" If you want to know where to get ti_Ie 
sort of men that Queensland wa'!ts, I w:ll 
tell you; and you w:ill _have no drfficulty m 
getting them. It IS m Canada. If the 
people who have gone to Canada knew the 
advantages Queensland has to offer they 
would come here in droves. I have seen no 
conntry that offers better facilities for the 
dass of men that have gone to Canada, and 
have to some extent failed because of the 
extreme conditions." I believe there are 
to-day in Canada large numbers of people 
that 'have been attracted through the same 
s:y stem of over-advertisin!l' ; and a great 
number of them would hke to get away 
from Canada ; and if the Queensland Go
_.e,:nment were to make known in Canada 
the possibilities of Queensland, !nstead of 
giving bribes to men to misrepresent 
Queensland in the old country, the mor~ey 
would be much bet.ter spent. The Premrer 
also rGferred to the fact that hundreds of 
bags of wheat were lying in the fields of 
Nc'\V Sout.h Wales for want of labom. I 
inU:lriceted that it was not harvest~tilne; and 
h·l sttid there was a seed-time as weil as a 
rarYEft. I read the same thing ;n the 
Courier, but, whoever was the author of the 
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statement, must think that people know 
nothing about wheat-growing. \Ve know 
that wheat is sown by drills, and the 
few bags of wheat al:out the paddock, 
if there at all, would be un;ewn; and that 
would not show any lack of men. If they 
vvere sewn up, it might prove a shortage 
of labour, but, being open, it would prove 
nothing of the kind. Then the hon. gentle
man referred to the wonderful development 
in the clothing trade and the boot trade, 
and some other industries; but it is worthy 
of note that the wages board in connection 
with the clothing factories have not yet 
come to their findings, and the factories 
are not paying the same wages as. the 
factories in New South \Vales, or g!Vmg 
the same favourable conditions; and the 
result is that tho Brisbane manufacturers 
are placing their stuff South and uncler
sellinrr New South vVales. It is true that 
tho b~ot factories are very busy; but it b 
because they have not the up-to-date 
machinery which the Southern people have; 
and the Southern people are doing more in 
that trade with Queensland than ever they 
did before. Melbourne and Sydney houses 
are doing more in the boot trade with 
Queensland than • ever before. The reason 
is that the boards fixed lower rates of wages 
and the manufacturers here are competing 
here at a disadvantage. These two conditions 
with respect to boots and clothing only prove 
fhe necessity for passing the referendum which 
was refused by Queensland not long ago-a re
sult which tho Government worked very hard 
to accomplish. I am satisfied that until 
power is given to fix a uniform rate of wages 
and hours throughout the different States of 
the Commonwealth where these factoriee 
are established, we cannot retain our natural 
trade. In former times, when we were 
separate colonies, we were able to protect 
ourselves by different tariffs. But, having 
thrown away that barrier, we can no longer 
adjust the unfair conditions which prevail 
with respect to hours of labour and rates of 
pay. In the course of his. speech the Pre
mier was drawn into speaking about the 
loan that the Government had recently 
floated in London, and he stated that if it 
had not been for the Morocco trouble there 
would probably have been no difficulty in 
floating the whole of the lo>;tn: For so~e 
time past I have been of opmwn that this 
underwriting business has become a sort of 
patent right of some people at home, an.d 
that it is their business to see that there IS 
always some trouble, so that they may secure 
for themselves whatever price they like for a 
loan. As long as the Government employ under
writers, so long will the present condition 
of things with regard to our loans prevail, 
and the public will never have an oppor
tunity of really showing what they think 
of the loans floated by Queensland. We 
wore further told by tho Premier that he 
proposed joining with other State Premiers 
to hold a conference in Melbourne> with 
reference to the questions contained in the 
recent referendum-particularly the question 
of giving greater pow'lrs to the Federal Par
liament. I ask-If it is desirable to give the 
Federal Parliament those powers, why were 
they not cheerfully given when they were 
asked for? Why does the State Premier 
turn round to-day, and propose by legisla
tion to extend the powers of the Common
wealth Parliament, when he advised the 
electors of Queensland not to give the 

Commor,wealth Parliament those powers? 
Surely the opposition that was offered to 
the referendum savours of an attempt to 
take a throw out of the existing Federal 
Government, instead of an attempt to do 
what was best for Queensland and for Aus
tralia as a whole. It was held then, and it 
is still held, that the State Governments are 
not able to deal vf!th monopolies. Neither 
are the Federal Government able to deal 
with monopolies. We have to-day a strike 
which has been ])'!:'ompted purely by one of 
the monopolies which exist in this country. 
Thero are other monopolies growing up in 
our midst, and I sincerely trust that beforf.l 
they grow too strong-so strong that we may 
have our Parliament and public life cor
rupted by the money power which thev 
wield-power will be given to the Federal 
Government to deal with monopolies, which 
are a curse to all countries. (:Hoar, hear!) 
Monopolies. are, perhaps, the first step to 
natwnahsat1on. I haYe always believed that 
whr:n these large combines join together for 
their own protection, the ultimate result will 
be the nationalisation of those combines for 
the protection of the whole communitv. I 
want here to road an extract from evidence 
given by Mr. Andrew Carnegie before the 
Tariff Commission in 1909. Mr. Carnegie 
said-

" The industrial world is about to undergo the 
most momentous change known in its history, 
even more far-reaching than was the chanao 
from the individual domestic rnanufacturc~'. 
manufacturing at borne, to the factory systen:i 
and the huge establishments of to-<lay. 
~~We are rapidly losing c01npetition in articles 

of general consu1nption, unon which nations 
have hitherto depended to .. insure reasonable
prices for the consun1er. Some of our n1ost 
important industries to-day are only nominally 
con1petitive, and in reality are n1onopolies so 
far that an •1nderstanding exists as to the 
prices that \Vill prevail. 

.u VYe cannot, it seems the opinion, vvithstand 
th1s n1ove-n1ent It has tD be received and 
teeted, whtch n1Bans that these virtual nlono
polies 1nust be controlled son1e way or another. 
The only force appears to be that of the 
National Government." 

When the power is given as I believe it will 
be given, to the Federal 'Government to deal 
with monopolies such as I have referred to 
an:J others which. are hound t<:> spring int~ 
existence, what will probably happen is that 
we shall nationalise the industries oonoorned. 
Immediately any combine becomes a danger 
to the general public, it is time for thP 
national Government to take it over and 
nationalise it. With regard to the Speee;l 
from the Throne, there ·are one or two 
matters that I wish to refer to. We find 
that there is a great deal said about the 
pot•entialities of the State. We are given 
a large catalogue of amending Bills, which 
only proves once more that hasty legisla
tion practised of late in this House leads 
to a crop of &mending Bills session ·after 
session. But there is no r,eferencc in the 
Speech to •any measure to promote trade and 
agricultural development bv water conserva· 
tien, and by that clos<Jr "settlement which 
was alluded to by the Premier. We he<tr 
nothing ·about reduced railway freights to 
help the producer inland, or .about State in
surance, which will help to make our work
men's compensation law and even our life 
assurance •a b~ne~t. to the community and a 
help to the mdividual. vVe hear nothing 
•about the ·appointment of public truste<Js, and 
nothing about a Tmde Disputes Bill. All 

Mr. J. M. Hunter.] 



334 Address in Reply. [ASSEMBLY.] Address in Reply. 

these things have be<Jn left out, for reasons 
that the Government may o-ive us l-ater on· 
~ut so far we ,have heard n:'; justification fo; 
tne omissiOn 'OI these important matters from 
then programme. The chief object of the 
Government appears to have been to find 
profitable employment for capital. It may 
be. a very good thing, and is a very good 
thmg I believe, for capital to be profitably 
employed. w.e do not wish to see capital 
driven out of the country because it cannot 
find employment here; we "do not wish to sen 
it tied up and idle, but we want to see it given 
the opportunity of being used, but in such a 
way as will be for the benefit of the great mass 
of the people it employs. When fair wages 
and fair conditions are givcm to those V{ho 
are employed in our industries, then we wish 
to assist capital in finding proper avenues of 
employment. W·e are told th<>t ·it is a busi
ness proposition to find capital profitable 
employment. But it is ·also a business pro
position to find labour profitable employment 
The !.atter is just as important .as the firsi;, 
·and, in my opinion, a great deal more 
important. Capital can never die or rust, 
or do anything except go away, but it is not 
going to leave Queensl.and. Such things, 
howev·er, as death and sickness and trollh'.e 
happen to those who ·are employed m Ollr 
industries.. They may be employed und<>r 
uniavourable conditions, and It IS just as 
much ,a business proposition to >ce that the 
most profitable capital we hav·e-that is, tho 
labour of the industrial classes of the com
munity-is employed under fa:ir conditions, 
>and that the workers receive a fair ;,hare of 
the wealth they produce, so .as to a%ist 
capital to find. profitable employmem; .and 
no Government ·are doing their dutv to the 
)Ceople if they disregard that rosuoil'ibility. 
Vi' G find nothing in tho Government pro
gr&mme .ah<.mt reduc()d railway freights. or 
i1 Trade Drsputes Bill, or anvt!ri11g ,about 
social reform. The great masses are left to 
work out their own salvation as far as the 
Government are concerned. I know that when 
one talks in this way he is accused of being a 
socialist. Well, if being a so·~wlid is wl1at 
I underst,and by the word "%cia[ist." then 
I cannot deny the soft impeachment. I should 
like to read here an extract from the writings 
of one of the leading literary men of Great 
Britain on this subject. I refer to Jack 
London, who says-

" The socialists were revolutionists, inasmuch 
as they struggled to overthrow the society of 
the present, and out of the material to build 
the society of the future. I, too, was a 
socialist and a revolutionist. I joined the 
groups of working class and intellectual revo
lutionisL:j, and for the first tin1e came into 
intellectual living. 

" He!-e I found keen flashing intellects and 
brilliant wits ; for here I met strong and alert 
brained, withal horny-handed, 1nembers of the 
working class ; unfrocked preachers too wide 
in their Christianity for congregation of 
lVtammon worshipper,s ; broken on 
the wheel of univerbity to the 
ruling claBs and flung 
quick with knowledge 
apply to the affairs of mankind. 

"Here I found warm faith in hun1an, glowing 
idealism, sweetness of unselfishness, renuncia-
tion, and martyrdom-all the splendid, sting
ing things oi the spirit. Here life was clean, 
noble, and alive. Here life rehabilitated itself 
became wonderful and glorious · and I was glad 
to be alive. ' 

" I was in touch with great souls who exalted 
flesh and spirit over dollars and cents and to 
whom the thin wail of the starved sl,;m child 
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n1eant rnore thal.l all the and circum~ 
stance of couunercial and world 
en1pire. 

"All about n1e were nobleness of purpose and 
heroisnl of effort, and 1ny days and nights were 
sunshine and starshine, all fire and dew, with 
before n1y eyes, ever burning and blazing, the 
Holy Grail, Christ's own Grail, the warm 
human, long-suffering and maltreated, but to 
be rescued and saved at the last." 
If those are the sentiments of a socialist, 
then I say i.hey are the sentiments of the 
noblest ambition that can prompt human 
action. I contend that in the attempts 
which are being made by men of that stamp 
to bring about social reform and improve 
the conditions of the great mass of the 
people we have the noblest ambition and 
the highest aspiration that any man can 
cherish, and that it is an ambition that any 
man might be proud to cherish. 

Mr. MORGAN : What are you doing in that 
direction? 

Mr. J. M .. HUNTER: I am doing a bit 
more than the hon. member, anyhow. vVhen 
referring to the Government programme, I 
said there was r.n absence from it of any 
measure . to promote land settlement, 
aithough the Premier refoerred to that as 
one of the great things that were being done 
by the Government. I hold that we are 
not settling the people on the land as we 
ought to do-that there is too much specula
tion going on in land. Large areas of land 
are alienated, or are in course of alienation, 
and later on this policy of alienation will 
cause a great deal of trouble to the Govern
ment and to the people of Queensland. We 
are going about land settlement in an 
entirely wrong manner. \Ve have abundance 
of land for closer settlement, but we are not 
using it as we should. Our system of land 
settlement is entirely wrong. Let me say 
at once that I do not beli9ve it possible for 
two Under Secretaries to do the work that 
is required to be done by our Lands De
partment, and to do it better than it is 
being done at the present time. I lay no 
blame on the Under Secretaries, but I think 
it is necessary to subdivide the departn1ent 
into sections, and an officer at the head of 
each section having full control over it so 
as to be able to look after it properly. I 
believe that the lands o£ the different dis
tricts in the State should be gone over and 
properly classified into lands suitable for 
agriculture, lands suitable for grazing and 

dairying, and lands suitable for 
[4.30 p.m.] pastoral purposes. If that were 

done, then the land could be cut 
irito proper-sized blocks, and a man could 
make a living on them. If necessary, water, 
either by means of conservation, or bores, 
or wells, could be provided, and then, should 
these lands not be within a marketable dis
tance, railways should be built to them. To 
my mind this should all be done before the 
land is offered to the public at all, and 
then these settlements would contain a con
crete method of civilisation, and we would 
have our schools and institutions all pro
perly established in the various communities. 
To-day we have a most expensive system of 
administration simply becatise we have the 
people scattered all over the place in 
almost every direction. On this valley you 
see a few people settled, and ten miles 
further off you see a few more people 
settled. That means that you have to pro
vide schools and police, and make all these 
necessary provisions in different parts of the 
State just because the people are scattered. 
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'';r'he ,result of the people being scattered 
m th1~ way mea?;;, that they have no roads, 
no railways, anct m many cases no schools 
and no water, and the ~esult of it all is 
that we find the cost of administration un
necessarily heavy; whereas if a method were 
adopted such as I suggest--and I know that 
the Minister for Railways agrees with me
W"; could proceed with the building of our 
railways before selection, and it would be 
far better for the State in the long run, 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: We are 
,doing it now in some directions. 

Mr. J. M, HUNTER: Yes, I know you 
are, and I have asked for a return to be 
laid on the table of the House, and we will 
see from that return the extent the Govern
ment are proceeding in the direction which 
I propose. I am afraid that when that 
return comes in the Government will get 
just as big a shock as the general public. 
I know that I shall get a surprise if there is 
anything like any preparation being made for 
the successful settlement that the Government 
are endeavouring to make the public believe 
they are undertaking. I believe we are 
living in "a fool's paradise" in regard to 
land settlement. The amount of territory 
ihat is being taken up under lease and other 
ways admits, I believe, of a very rosy and 
glowing picture being made, but I do not 
believe that we are getting down to the class 
·of settlement that is going to be either per
m anent or profitable. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: What 
about the priority settler? 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: The priority 
·system is not an unmixed good. I do not 
know t,hat there is any use my referring to 
that just now, but I can give numerous 
cases where it has worked out indifferently, 
and I do not see how the system is going 
t<;> be a benefiting one at all. If the prin
mples are adopted which I urge the Govern
ment to take up, I do not· see how priori tv 
can come in. I would like to see a limita:
tion of the areas which can now be held by 
different people for different classes of land. 
'There is some land within a few miles of 
Brisbane where a few acres of land would 
be abundant for certain classe,s of culture, 
such as orchards, etc. Further afield the land 
would be classed in another form, and so on; 
and in that way there would be no need 
for priority at all. Each man would get the 
block he wanted, and no one would get any 
more. 

Mr. MORGAN: What is a fair and reason
able amount of land to hold at Roma? 

Mr. J, M, HUNTER: If the hen. gentle
man went to Roma he would know, I know 
that the hon. gentleman would want to take 
up 10,000 acres, but I would be up against 
that every time, If he wanted a 10,000-acre 
block, he would know at once that he did not 
i!ltend to cultivate it. The hen, gentleman is 
hke those who get 2,500 acres of land and 
then l!>uy 2,500 acres of land more and in
stead of using that land as agricult~ral land 
as it was intended he should he would tur~ 
it into a sheep-walk That land might just 
as well have stayed in the hands of the 
original lessee as to be put into his hands. 
In fact, it is worse than if the lessee had 
it, because, when thB lessee holds it the 
Government can resume it, but if the' land 
once g0.ts into the hands of the hen, gentle
men he holds on to it for years and years, 
Then probably a railway will be built t<> it 

and finally the Government nurchase it b•10k 
at a big price and the hen. gentleman rear" 
the profit. Let me say now that the Govern
ment are not resuming as much land as thr.y 
should do for closer settlement purposes. That 
is probably the reason why a great number of 
people come to Queensland and go away dis
contented and disappointed. Within the last 
twelve months the people have wanted the 
Blythdale Estate to be resumed. I believe the 
hen member for Boonah is interested in it. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 
Mr, J. M. HUNTER: I mean the hen. 

member for Fassifern. The Minister has 
been asked three times to resume that land, 
and three times the request has been refused, 
The farmers' associations at Hodgson, Mit
chell, Wallumbilla, Pickinjinnie, Bungewor
gorai, and W arooby have ail asked for the 
land to be resumed and made available for 
selection, but the Government say "No." I 
do not know whether the Government profess 
to know more about the requirements of thB 
district than those farmers, but they should 
certainly not know more than their own 
Crown lands rangers. If the rangers were 
asked if that land should be resumed, the 
reply would be emphatically "Yes." A few 
miles further north the Government have 
thrown open Durham Downs in blocks of 
from 5,000 to 7,000 acres each. It is first
class agricultural land, and well suited for 
wheat-growing. Now, that land has been 
offered for grazing selection, and in a few 
years' time the people will be hungering for 
it for agriculture. 

Mr, WIENHOLT: Is there no pear on it? 
Mr. J. M. HUNTER: There is no pear to 

be found on it, so I am informed. I know 
a family who took up four blocks of 5,000 
acres each, and they have now got 20,000 
acres between them. It is land that should 
be cultivated, as· it is good agricultural 
land. If it were classified as ag-ricultural 
land and made available by putting water 
on it and building a railway there, 
every acre of that land would be put 
under cultivation, But we find nothing of 
this kind taking place. Later on I shall have 
something to say with regard to agriculture, 
The Lands Department is the leading depart· 
ment next to the Agricultural Department in 
reference to land settlement, We can have 
no settlement without agriculture. To my 
mind the most important denartment we have 
is the Agricultural Department; because after 
the land is parted with, still the Agricultural 
Department have to deal with it. But the 
Lands Department do not seem to make the 
means of settlement any easier, consequently 
there is no increase in the area under cultiva· 
tion. ·we have the Government saying that 
they are dealing with the prickly pear, but 
how are they doing it? During the last 
session I attended with deputations asking 
for a commission to be appointed, or a board 
or something else to be appointed, so that 
the q;-testion of the prickly pear might be 
gone mto. After the second or third waiting 
we ·,• e:e to get an answer. Parliament closed 
and we got no definite reply. During that 
same session I presented a petition from two 
or three ~armors' association,s in my elec
torate askmg for free pear pOison, I believe 
that it was a proposal that was worth while 
considering. I laid it before the Minister 
and the Under Secretary, and the first diffi
culty they met with was to prevent waste in 
its use~ because it was held-and perhaps 
held with a good deal of truth-that things 

Mr. J. M. Hunter.] 



sso .Address in Hepl!J. [ASSE:M:BLY.j "' dtl res' m He ply. 

that peor>le get for nothing they are likely 
to vahte little, and they wanted to make some 
prov1s10n to protect them against any waste 
of that sort. After some months they finally 
q1scoverecl some means by which it might b~l 
uone, and the~ were going into the matter of 
gettm.g authonty for the expenditure by the' 
clepanment. It was belie_vecl that the psycho
logJCal moment had arrrved for giving the 
authority for tJ:e pois<;m to destroy the pear, 
when they sudctenly diScovered that it would 
be a good thing to get a board of advice 
appomted, and that knocked on the head thB 
proposal to give free pear poison. That also 
meant starting away back where we asked the 
Government to start twelve months before. 

Mr. O'SuLLIVAN: That is like the Govern
ment in everything. 

The TREASURER: Do you object to the estab
lishment Gf the board? 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: The hon. gentleman 
knows that I asked twelve months ago that a 
board of advice should be appointed to deal 
with the question, so that there has been a 
twelve months of waste- of time. I asked the 
Minister if a report had been received from 
that board, and if not, when might we expect 
one 1 He told us that he presumed that as 
soon as the board were able to give the advice, 
or give a report, that it would be received, 
and that the report would be printed. 

Mr. MORGAN: That is fair. 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: That is fair; but I 
suppose it will be the year after next that we 
will get the report. We will hear about it 
at the next election, and we will be told that 
the Government, on the advice of this board, 
are going to do something in connection with 
the prickly pea.r. It has been going on for 
years, and the Government have not had the 
courage to deal with it. There are a great 
many things in this connection that might 
be done. The entomologist writes, in a 
back room of the Agricultural Depalrtment, 
pamphlets on scientific subjects. But these 
things are not made public enough, so 
that few people see his work. Why 
should he not be employed on this 
prickly-pear question? Why has he not 
been asked to ascertain what other countries 
are doing in this respect 1 Last session I 
mentioned about the cochineal insect which 
was reported to be destroying the prickly 
pear in other countries. Has nothing been 
done here about it 1 There are other ex
periments to be made, not only for destroying 
t.he pear, but to see if it can be utilised, and 
also whether cheaper means of destruction can 
be found. The Government are whittling 
away the time, and doing absolutely nothing. 
I have an extract which I took from the 
Cour-ier some months ago which I will read to 
the House. It deals with expBriments made 
by the Agricultural Department in the United 
States in regard to this particular thing. It 
says-

u If the great south-west is ever reclaimed and 
made to produce vegetation that will be profit
able, it must be done by developing the native 
plants instead of attempting to introduce new 
r'pecies and trying to acclimatise them (writes 
P. Fl. McClenahan, in the Scientific American). 
·with this idea in view, the United States 
Department of Agriculture has been directing 
the experilnent station.s and encouraging .. work 
upon the cacti. For more than six years the 
experiment station at Las Cruces, New M-exico 
has been experimenting with prickly pear and 
other cacti. This species has been planted and 
it was found that by throwing it upoU: the 
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ground 85 per cent. of the pieces grew, while· 
only 81 per cent. of the parts planted in a. 
furro·w grew. The rows 'vere planted 10 feet 
apart, and then left without cultivation, irriga.
twn, or att<?~1ti~n for three, four, and five· 
years. By this tune the rows had spread until! 
they were from 6 to 8 feet wide, and only left a 
small path between them. Then began a large· 
series of experin1ents. 'l'he fruit of the c~ctus 
W!3-S gathered. It is almost as large as an egg~. 
of a d>:trk-red colour, and filled with s.eeds. The 
colouring matter was first extracted and found. 
to make an. excellent fruit colouring for jellies 
and confectiOnery. Then sugars '\Yere exar.t1ined 
and :six kinds were found, and after long tediou; 
p_rocessee., ea?h sugar was fennented and in· 
t1n~e ~urned Into alcohol. Then came careful 
Weighing and n1athe111atical calculations to 
determine the amount . of denatured alcohol 
that could be produced from an acre and the. 
mn.un1u1n of cost. Final deductions gave most 
sat1sfa~tory results, and it was proven that 150 
dollars worth of denatured alcohol could be 
produced per acre· after an average growth of 
four years from the plants." 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: At what 
cost per dollar? 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: The article goes on
·~ At this rate a quarter section of now arid 

land could be made to yield a gross income of 
24,000 dollars, and this would be almost a 
perpetual yield, as the fruit is borne annually ;. 
and_ t~e P!ants need no replanting, cultivating,. 
or xrrigatwn, and grow upon the poorest soil 
in the arid regions." 

I d<_> not k"!ow whether the Department of 
Agnculture mtend to ascertain what is being 
clone by the Department of Agriculture in the 
United States, but I think every source should 
be. st~died to o.btain information regarding 
this p,ant, for very good reasons-because it 
is fast getting a hold of our best lands, and 
the Governmen~, in their anxiety to get the 
land clear of this pest. are frequently driving 
good men off the land by the strict conditions 
that they compel to.be. observed by selectors. 
Men go on the land m Ignorance, not knowing 
the extent of the contract they are under
taking, and say, "Oh, yes, we can rlo that," 
but when they get about half-way into the 
middle, they find they are unable to fulfil the 
conditions, and frequently the Government 
take this attitude: T~at so long as they 
have pear lands available for selection. 
they try to force men to select them, and 
refuse to throw open good land that men 
would select. 

The TREASURER: They are throwing opim 
land every day, and good land too .. 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: I know they are 
throwing open land, but, if the Treasurer will 
look at the bulletins issued from the de
partment, he will find that a great per
centage of those lands a.re pear lands, and a 
great many of the resumptions that are being 
made are pear resumptions, and the Govern
ment, instead of resuming go,od lands, classi. 
fying them, and making them available by 
railways and water, are resuming and throw
ing open a lot of waste land that men are
forced to take up because they cannot get 
2ther land. After a little- while they become 
dissatisfied, and ruined very often, and they 
go off the land, an? leave the country dis
gusted. .And there IS a lot of that going to. 
happen m Queensland. I can assure this 
Fiouse that I know scores of men, and the hon. 
member for Murilla, if he is honest. will 
admit that the pear conditions that the Go
vernment are enforcing upon the selectors 
are such that numbers of men will be driven 
o.ff the land. He must know that, and any 
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representative who has pear country in his 
electorate knows perfectly well that the con
ditions that are being enforced are not going 
to bring about that clearing of the pear as 
the Government think It is only going to 
make men do a certain amo,unt of work, 
spend the bit of capital they l:jave, and then 
leave the place disgusted. There must be 
some other method of clearing the pear if we 
are going to successfully deal with the pest. 
. Mr. McmGAN: I find the Secretary for Public 
Lands willing to assist any genuine cases that 
come before him. I hope he will always do 
so. I have had hundreds of cases. 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: I know the hon. 
member has had a number of cases before 
the department. 

The TREASURER: It shows how att·entive he 
is to his constituents. 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: I am quite satisfied 
that the methods that are being adopted, of 
sending out notioe to show cause, are not the 
methods that will bring about a peaceable 
settlement of this difficulty. The bon. mem
ber who has just been returned for Dalby told 
the truth the other day in this connection, 
and if the hon. member for Murilla were to 
tell the truth--

The SPEAKER: Order ! 
Mr. J. M. HUNTER: I did not intend to 

infer that he did not tell the truth-did 
not want to tell the truth-but I do tliink 
he evaded the truth in his statement 
with regard to pear. vVe know, too, 
that in that department there are one 
or two very enthusiastic officers who 
are anxious to helo the Government 
with regard to this ·pear question, and 
who, I am afraid, do not receive that assist
ance, or encouragement, that they should 
get. l think every source of advice should 
bG solicited, from the hea.ds of the department 
to the lowest officer in the ranks. I believe 
~;ood advice could be received and given, 
because some of those officers have 
studied this pear question for years. 
Another thing I would like to see the 
Government do to assist settlement is to 
dam the creeks and rivers wherever pos
sible. Large bodies of water could be con
served, not only in our river and creek beds, 
but also in valleys, at small expense. In 
that way we would improve the climatic con
ditions, and very likely bring about a better 
rainfall than we have at the present time. 
vYherever the Railway Department has done 
that sort of thing along our railways, you 
find splendid stretches of water. The dams 
are standing well, and they are not expensive, 
and you find settlement creeping up alongside, 
because they have a permanent supply of 
water assured in times of drought. During 
the year the- Government, I believe, paid 
£170,000 odd in anticipated payments. Had 
they not done that they would only have had 
eleven months' expenditure thi.s year. Last 
year, irr order to bring down the balance, 
or to dissipate the balance, they anticipated 
payments, and this year, in order to keep 
the twelve months complete, they have 
anticipated payments to this amount. 
'rhat may be all very well, but my impres
sion is that if the Queensland Government 
find they are taking more money from the 
taxpayer than is actually required for the 
carrying on of this country, the proper thing 
would be to reconsider their railway freights 
and fares. We have in Queensland the 
highest railway freights .in Australia. 

1911-Y 

The TREASURER: Is it not a fair thing, when 
an account is due, to include that account 
when making a balance for that particular 
period? It is correct finance. 

JVIr. J. M. HUNTER: I ask the bon. 
gentleman, who claims to be a heaven-born 
financier, I suppose, and who is the grama
phone of his under secretary-! ask him if, 
on adjusting his finances, he had found him
self £150,000 behind, would he have antici
pated this month's payments? 

The TREASURER: You may depend' upon it 
he would have done the straight thing every 
time. 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: If ever the time 
comes for the han. gentleman to find him
self with a deficit, he will not anticipate pay
ments, neither he nor any other Treasurer. 
Neither would he have anticipated pay
ments this year only he saw he had a 
surplus. I say the seasons are good, and 
all that sort of thing, hut it is time the 
Government reduced the railway freights 
and so reduce these big surpluses. 
We haYe the highest freights in Australia. 
On the border line the freights are some
thing like 50 per cent. below those on any 
other trunk line, and that line is paying 
very well. If the border line pays well with 
a rate of £5 per ton for 300 miles on 
third-class goods, why cannot the Western 
line and the Central and Northern 
lines pay at the same rates? I sav it 
is not fair, because they are coming 
into competition with the New South Wales 
traffic, that special conditions should be 
given there, and the rest of the public are 
at their n1trcy, because the Government are 
the only public carriers, and are compelled 
to pay whatever they ask. It is not the 
way to assist the farmer or settler, or bring 
about that great settlement that the Premier 
spoke of. Cheap railway freights, that will 
bring men within a reasonable distance of 
a market, is one of the best inducements 
the Government could give for people who 
want to select, and I say that instead of 
paying that £170,000, or collecting it this 
year from the Railway Department, the Go
vernment should reduce the railway freights 
to that extent. During the recess, as I 
said before, there has been a juggling in 
portfolios. The late Premier has dis
appeared, and there has appeared in his 
place the late Minister for Lands. Now, 
when we p~tssed the Land Act last session, 
and when an attack was made on the Land 
Court, we lit.tle dreamed that tho then 
Premier contemplated taking a position of 
that sort, and I did not dream, when I 
strongly protested against the extra five 
years' service, that that would make the 
position more acceptable to him. Now, 
whether that appointment was right or 
wr,ong the Government must take the 
blame. It 1s no use saying the late 
Prenaier appointed himself, because he 
could not have done it without the 
consent of the Cabinet. The sin, if any, 
lies with the Government. There was no 
man more opposed to men of advanced years 
getting appointments in the Government 
serviee than the late Premier; he opposed 
anybody over forty-five years of age being 
taken into the service, and now, at the age 
of sixty-two, we have him accepting the posi
tion I referred to, and the Bill was amended 
in the Upper House to increase the retiring 
age from sixty-five years to seventy years, 
so that it would be a better position and 
give him a sure position· of eight years. I 
do not know of any qualifications that that 

Mr. J. M. Hunter.] 



338 .Add1·ess in Repl,y. [ASSEMBLY.] .Address in Repl;y. 

gentleman possessed for the position. I do 
think the gentleman appointed with him, 
Mr. Wilson, is in every way qualified for 
the position, anc! I believe good will result 
from his appointment. I do not think I can 
say the same of the other gentleman, nor do 
I think, in the late discussion which took 
place between him and the Minister for 
Lands, that he came out very well. I think 
he was altogether wrong. Now, I wish to 

say ~me or two words about the 
[5 p.m.] Department of Agriculture. That 

department has been asleep ever 
since it was started, except for a few short 
years when it was controlled by the present 
Premier, who was the ablest Minister that 
ever sat in the chair at the head of that 
department. I only hope the present Minister 
will endeavour to emulate him, because if 
he does that, he may do some good for 
Queensland. \Ve are told there are 116 ex
perts and officers in the department; and I 
believe the one thing they are told to do is 
to go slow. There are some very capable 
men among them-I believe they are all 
capable men-·and it is a great pity to see 
the talent for which the country is paying
not being made use of. The State is not 
getting value for the money spent, and who 
is responsible? I have arrived at the con
clusion that less attention should be paid 
to the social duties and more attention paid 
to the official duties of the department. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: What do 
you mean by "the social duties"? 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: The hon. gentleman 
can take it· as he likes. I think it is generally 
known in this House how I mean it. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICUI,TURE : I think 
it very improper to make such a statement. 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: What has been done 
in connection with silos and ensilage? 

The SECRETARY ]'OR AGRICULTURE: Every· 
thing except building them. 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: I think assistance 
should be given, not o.nly in th~ . way of 
specifications, moulds, and superVISion, but 
also in money. Probably that will be done 
when the Agricultural Bank Act is amended. 
I do net think sufficient information is 
to the farmers. Experts are net sent 
advise them or g-ive lectures; nor are m.,n+;n.~o 
arranged between farmers and the experts. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Has any 
t>rganisation in your district ever asked for an 
expert and been refused? 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: It will be 
for Queensland if the men on the 
to ask for these things. I contend that 
the busiuess of the department to. force 
things on the farmers. I never knew 
child ask to be· taught--the teacher has to 
go and teach the child. And the Depart
ment of Agriculture is there to teach the 
farmer. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Would 
it not l:Je slow wo;rk, taking into consideration 
that there are hundreds of communities ih 
Queensland? 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: No. We have 116 
experts and other officers. You have your 
chemist--

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: How 
many? 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: You have one~ But 
one man need not do the whole of the lectur· 
ing. In South Australia the Agricultural 
Department give the farmers' societies and 
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guilds all sorts of encouragement to meet and 
discuss ~atters, write papers, and ,make experi
ments. rkey '!'!so give free railway passes, 
send out bulletms, and employ every means 
to encourage men to think about their busi
ness. Where they are a bit backward, experts 
go and lecture. That is what should be done 
here. We hear very little about fallowing in • 
Queensland; but I believe that if there is one 
State more than another where land should 
be fallowed it is Queensland. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Do you· 
think our farmers are as ignorant ag you make 
out? 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: The hon. gentleman 
can judge for himself. I know how much 
they need assistance, and how little they 
receive. In the hon. gentleman's own 
district-on the Darling Downs-! heard 
this remark by a man who had been there 
thirty-five years. Speaking in reference 
to wheat, he said " We have a magnificent 
growth, but the heads won't filL" What has 
happened? Some of the elements required 
for the filling of the heads have been taken 
away during the years and years the land has 
been cropped, and . the department ought to 
find out by analysis, or some other means, 
what is required to supply the thing that is 
absent· fro,m the soil. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Is th">t 
very gener-al on the Downs? 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: I cannot tell the 
hon.' gentleman-! do not live on the Downs. 
I dare say it is one of many cases. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: I can 
·assure you it is not. 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: I dare say it is the 
f1rst time the hon. gentleman heard of such 
.a, thing. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICUL'rURE: Yes; it is 
-the first! 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: The other day 1 
asked for 'a return to show the circulation of 
t.ne "Agricultural Journal," and we are told 
that 3, 000 copies are being- sent out, besides 
bulletins and other publications. Here w2 
have a journal costing something like £1,000 
.a, year. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: £891 for 
the journal. 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: We pay experts 
who write excellent articles which are pub
lished; and, because people will not send 
sta.mps to pay for the postage, they are not 
to have the journal. Members do not even 
get a copy in their boxes. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : Why do 
they not pay the shilling for postage? 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: The Mines Dep.a,rt
ment supply their journal, •and members can 
get extra copies en application, also the 
"Sugar Journal "; but the "Agricultural 
Journal," which iO'well printed, and contains a 
lot of excellent articles, is only sent out to 3, 000 
persons-not necessarily farmer·s, but persons 
interested in farming. 'fhe journal, and every 
Eulletin published, should be sent to our 
farmers. Why have experts and have these 
journals and bulletins published if not to , 
put into the hands of the men on the 
land the neoossary information to make 
their calling- profitable? We have ~en told 
more than once of the wonderful mcrease 
in our butter trade; and I thought it was 
time to ascertain what progress we were really 
making. The Premier some time ago, re
ferring to agriculture, stated that it would 
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all . co_me in time-as dairying had come. 
Da1rymg got 1ts start through the then 

-l iovemment sending round a travelling dairy; 
ot d1d not come by chance. It was not left to 
itself; the Government assisted it. \Ve know 
that a lot of land has been put under artificial 
gTasscs, but that does not explain the position. 
i[ will show by compa.rison how matt-ers stand; 
and in doing so I will compare New South 
Wales with Queensland, because it is the sister 
State, and the climatic conditions are very 
'similar, both in the interior and on the coast. 
Queensland produced 20,319,976 lb. butter in 
1905, and 24,592,711 lb. in 1909. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Where 
did you get those figures? 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: From the last Com
monwealth Year Book. 

The SECRE'l'ARY FOR AGRICULTURE : They are 
all wrong as far as Queensland is concerned. 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: I would sooner take 
Knibbs as •an authority than the hon. 
gentleman. New South Wales produced 
52,040,250 lb. in 1905, and 64,865,608 lb. in 
1909. So that while we went up 4,000,000 lb., 
NBw South Wales went up 8,000,000 lb. In 
1904-5 there were 19,231 acres of potato<Js in 
Queensland, and in 1909-10 there were 13,569 
acr-es-a reduction of 6,000 acres. In the 
same y-ears, in NBw South \Val<Js, the area 
went up from 48,754 ·acr<Js to 174,970 -acres. 
In hay crops-wheat, oats, barley, and 
lucerne-"Queensland produc<Jd 136,039 tons in 
1903-4, and 96,854 tons in 1909-10-a ·decre-ase 
of 39,185 tons; while in the sam€ period the 
quantity produced in NBw South w.ales rose 
from 816,810 tons to 981,201 tons-an increase 
of 64,391 tons. In 1904-5 the -area of whe'1t 
in Qu<Jensiand was 150,958 -acr<Js, and in 
1909-10 it was 117,160 acres-a d<Jcr<J.ase of 
43,798 acres. In that same period the .are·a 
in New South Wal<Js increased from 1,775,955 
acres to 1,990,180 .acres-an increase of 214,225 
acres. In that same perio-d Western Aus
tralia increased hBr .area fivB times over. In 
1906-7 we had 44,178 acres under lucerne, ·and 
last we had only 42,935 .acres. New 

Wales had 45,964 acres under lucerne 
crops in 1906-_7, and 68,822 acres l-ast yeai' 
showing an increase as against our ·decre-ase: 
During the same period the acreage under arti
ficial grasses in Queensland was increased bv 
72,900 acres, while New South \Vales increased 
281,000. While we have an increase o.f about 
4,000,000 lb. in our butter production, New 
South Wal-es has ·an increase of 8,000,000 lb.; 
and while we have gone back in <Jvery form 
d agriculture during that period, New South 
W·alBs has gon<J on •ste-a-dily increasing in 

form of agriculture. I ask, in .all 
how docs th-e Secret>a.ry for 
or any oth<Jr man, -account for 
not truly the case that agri

not Teceiving that enoour.agement 
-ae·pa.rtmEmt that it should receive? 

·~t~T><;wcuJ·e not r<Jceive proper 
encour-agem<Jnt Dep,artment of 
Agriculture, but not receive proper 
'encouragement fron1 Lands Departm·ent. 
The class of men the land for 
agricultural purposBs homesteaders, 
and if you go to the Department I 
undertake to say th-at you will hardly find 
more than two or three districts where homc
ste<Jcd sele·ctions are available-for this reason, 
thB Government are financing with their 
lands, and sooner than give ).and away •at 
liomest<Jad prices they sell it in any quantity 
to persons who are willing to pay for it. 

Mr. ()'SULLIVAN: They are jobbing it. 

Mr. J. lVI. HUNTER: Th<ly are jobbing 
their lands at ten " bob" an acre, and yet they 
will not allow a small selector to get land. 
They will supply any amount of land at ten 
,,. bob" an acre' to anyone who comes along, 
but the small selector who goes on to the land 
to make a home for himself and produce food 
for the community has no chance of getting 
land, b<Jcause th<J department has no sympathy 
with him. If the selector goes in for a bigger 
area, then the dBpartment is too tiwd to help 
!lim. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: We 
spent £6,000 on the Roma State Farm during 
the last four years. 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: And the very best 
results obtained from any State farm has 
been obtained from the State farm at Roma. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: The 
r<Jsult has been nil 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: The result has been 
more than nil. If the hon, gentleman ·says 
that, he does not tell the truth. The depart
ment had at Roma one of the ablest and 
liveliest men in the service; he is o.ne of the 
best. farm managers the department has got, 
and yet the Minist-er for Agriculture says he 
has done nothing--proved nothing. I 
wonder if the hon. gentleman can tell me how 
many different varieties of wheat were grown 
on the Roma State J:i'arm last year. I ask 
the hon. gentleman will hB tell me how many 
varieties of wheat were tested on those lands 
last y<Jar? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE; He can 
tell you what the result was. 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: The hon. gentleman 
cannot tell me how many variBties of wheat 
were tested at the Roma State J:i'arm, and 
yet he says the results were nil. It has been 
proved beyond question that by the propaga
tion of drought-resisting, rust-resisting, and 
larger-yielding and better milling varieties 
better results follow. At the Roma State 
Farm they have been hybridising and striking 
different vari<Jties of wheat, which will pro
duce marvello:us results in the future. Dr. 
Wilson, a gentleman Prufessor of Agriculture 
of the Edinburgh University, and who was 
connected with the Scottish Commission, told 
me that he had not seen finer work in all his 
travels than he saw on the Roma State Farm. 
Mr. Wilson also said that the officer who was 
managing the farm should be affOTded every 
assistance. as the manager was overworked 
in trying to handle so many kinds of 
grain. That is the opinion of a man who 
comes from the heart of an agricultural 
country and who has travelled through 
Canada' and the United States. Yet the 
Minister tells me that nothing was done at 
that farm during four years, and that it was 
done at a cost of £6,000. I shouW: like to 
know if the Government are doing anything 
to find markets for the farmers' produc-e. Are 
they doing anything to assist. the producBr? 
I believe they are gmng to bmld cold stores, 
but I suppose they will. be for thB benefit of 
people in Brisbane rat-her than for the pro
ducer. When they do build cold stor<Js, I 
would suggest, because it has been suggested 
to me that thBy should make provision for 
fruit. 'I believe there is a likelihood of a 
big storage of fruit taking plaDe on account 
of men who can afford to hold their crops 
until pricBs are better, and who do not wish 
to rush them all into the market at the same 
time. I ask the Treasurer what has been 
done by his Water Board? We have been 
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told that the regulations are to be altered. 
I am very pleased to hoar that, because in 
my own electorate there have been a great 
number of cases in whiuh persons wishing to 
provide water for their holdings have been 
discouraged. I know of one case in which 
the plant was held. up for two months, 
because the parties concerned could not get 
the necessary permission to put down a 
bore. It is perfectly true that a survey was 
necessary to locate the exa.ct position of the 
bore, but there need not have been such 
delay about the matter. The regulations 
under the Act were placed on the table of the 

.House the day after we met, but they are 
altogether too strict and too drastic. I do 
not think it was ever the intention of Parlia
ment that th,e regula;tions should be so 
drastic, and I was very pleased to hear that 
when a case was brought under the notice 
of the Premier he put aside both the Act and 
regulations and the whole red tape connected 
with their administration, and allowed the 
work to go on; but that was only after a 
va.luable plant had been idle for two months, 
and the persons concerned were waiting for 
every mail to bring them instructions to 
proceed. I am afraid that the Treasurer has 
uot yet got a grip of his department. 

The TREASURER: You are getting outside 
the facts. 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: I have all the facts. 
I had occasion to go to the office myself, and 
I ought to have a distinct knowledge of the 
facts. ·I .quote that particular case because 
it was put into my hands. I could make it a 
long way worse than I have done, and 
blacken the Treasurer a great deal more than 
he has been blackened, but I do not wicb to 
do so, as he is bad enough without my saying 
anything more about him. The senior mem
ber for Townsville said he had been told by 
many farmers that they would cultivate more 
land if they could get more labour. I re
mind the hon. gentleman that with all th0 
shiploads of immigrants we have coming to 
the State V\·e U1ust have more labour Lha.a v:'J 
had in years gone by, yet we have less land 
under cultivation. The hon. gentlendn sctid 
those people were drifting to the City. I am 
sony to have to admit that they are drifting 
to the city, and that is going to be the curse 
of Queensland, if not of Australia. We are 
offering inducements for people to go into 
the cities, and are actually penalising men if 
they· go out into the country. In effect, we 
say to them, "·You have to pay so much 
more for your food there, you have less con
veniences, we are not going to give you any 
encouragement to go there, and if you go 
you do so at your own risk." As a result, 
the great bulk of the people are going into 
the cities. The Redistribution Act will in
tensify that evil. "\Vhen that measure was 
going through the House I pointed out that 
its effect would be to drive people into the 
city, because it centralised tho governing 
power here. We have within 6 miles 
radius of Brisbane twenty-six members. 
What an influence that gives the metropoli
tan area in the Assembly. \Vhat chance has 
any member outside to get a pull at the 
Treasury when there arc twenty-six n1en sit
ting at the Treasury doormat every morning? 

Mr. MAUGHAN: Sleeping on the doormat. 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: Well, sleeping on 
the doormat. I was pleased to hear the 
reference made by the senior member for 
Townsville to the Western Railway, because 
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the hon. gentleman spoke against it when it 
was going through the House. I was opposed 
to that line, and I am more convinced than 
ever that tho House did wrong in passing it. 
It will be a complete waste of money. If 
one quarter of the money which that railway 
will cost was spent in the direction I have 
indicated-if we adopted a system of classify
ing our lands and building railways to them 
-we should do a great deal more for Queens
land than we shall do by building this line, 
and we should run less danger of having to 
bear the burden of a losing railway. Thn 
great prosperity we are experiencing in 
Queensland to-day is largely due to the 
wonderfully prosperous condition of the graz· 
ing industry, and if anything should happen 
to that industry, if there should be a 
drought--

Mr. GUNN: Is the pastoral industry spoon
. fed? 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: The hon. member 
must have been asleep, because I never said 
anything about the industry being spoonfed. 
But if the hon. member wants to know th0 
truth about it, I will tell him that it is 
spoonfed in this way, that the pastoralist3 
have held their runs at rents which should 
never have been fixed so low, and in that 
respect they have been spoonfed more than 
persons engaged in any other industry. If a 
drought happened, of if there was a fall in 
tho price of wool and stock, the Government 
would be very sorry that they had built the 
Western Railway. When the line was going 
through the House I did not think there was 
any business in it. From the remarks made 
by· the hon. member for Townsville I thoug·ht 
there \Vas no business in it. No business in 
that n1atter is better than business, becausfr 
the proposal is a big blunder. If that line> 
is built from Tobermory they will get into a 
gross tangle, because with the line to 
make the border connection and our 
other line in that district we shall 
have a triangle surrounded by a rail
way. I hope that this line will not be built 
until another inspection of tho country has 
been made, and a more complete repmt fur
nished to Parliament. vV e rushed through 
Parliament last session a big railway scheme 
involving £10,000,000, but I thought it was 
only done for the purpose of making a big 
noise. I sincerely hope, at any rate, that the 
railway referred to will not be built. I wish 
now to refer to that very painful incident 
which took place in this House last Thursday 
night, when the hon. member for Moreton 
spoke of the loyalty or otherwise of tho
Prime Minister of Australia. I tried to per
suade him by interj eotion to discontinue his 
remarks on that subject, and to wait until 
we had some evidence on the matter, instead 
of accusing a man on no evidence. 

An HoNOURABLE ME3IBER: He ought to 
rctr act novv. 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: After having read 
what was actually said by the Prime Mini
ster, I think the hon. member should make 
an ample apology to this Chamber, because 
I think it was a sort of thing that was un
worthy of him and unworthy of this House. 

It is the same story all over 
[5.30 p.m.] again-" The wish was father to 

the thought," and that is always 
the c!'se in connection with the Labour party. 
I believe very often that men who strike, or 
who are threatening to strike, are driven to
do desperate things because the police are· 
sent up to watch them. I believe that men 
are driven to crime in similar ways. 
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The SE_CRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Then we 
should dismiss all of our police force? 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: No, the police are 
kept for their uses and not for their abuses, 
and the:y V<JrY often abuse their positions. 
The desire 1s that they should incriminate 
others, and so it was the other night when 
we were wanted to believe that the leader 
of . the F<;d~ral Labour party, the present 
Pnme Mimster, was guilty of a disloyal 
act. I am very pleased to see by the 
papers to-day that such is not the case. 
The loyalty of the Labour party is just as 
g~eat ~s that of hon. members on the 
otner side. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: More so, as the Labour 
party do more to show their loyalty. 

2\1r. J. M. HUNTER: Perhaps more so. 
There IS one thmg about it, and that is that 
the cla:ss to whom they belong has given m:ll'd 
of their blood to the Empire than the people 
who wnte those articles, or speak those 
words. W? are told that the Federal land 
tax has giVen the Federal Government the 
largest surplus they had in Australia, 
and we were told that was ille-
gally taken from the people 
But let remember · · 
being tho defence 
for a number of 
party in power, 
cause had 
anything that 
the courage to i1npose a tax 
would hav~ gone on for years and ye'ars 
they would have had that courage. The money 
was wanted for that p_urpose, 2;nd the money 
has _been raised, _and Jf there IS any sign of 
loyalty wa_nted It IS shown in that way. 
More has been done since the Federal Go
vernment has been in the hands of the Labour 
party to sh'?w real practical work than has 
been done 1U the history of the Common-

, wealth. We aTe told, because the Federal 
Government will only give 3 per cent. for the 
!,ra:nsfenod properties, that it is , robbery, bu't 
It Is far more than we get from anyone else. 

The TREASURER: Remember that we have 
not got the 3 per cent. yet. 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: The hon gentle
man has got nearer to it than ever before, 
because he never even got a uromise of it 
before. {Opposition laughte~·). I have 
enough faith in the Treasurer of the Com
nlonwealth to know that, since a nromise 
has been made, the promim will be £a:ithfully 
fulfilled. I hope that others will give him 
the same ?redit for honesty. I trust that 
the nAx;t time th1s House meets, instead of 
a prom1se, the thing will be actually realised 
and that the money will be here. I hope 
that the efforts of the Legislature will be 
for the promotion of the good of Queens
land. I hope that during the session bad 
as the programme is that is nut befor~ us
it is nothing hut a catalogue of amend
ments-it will be passed through. I hope 
that the Government, or the Hon,. the Minis
ter who is in charge of these amending Bills 
·will listen to "sw0et reasonableness" and 
ACCept amendments from this side of the 
House when th0v ar.,o 'H tually for thG im
provement of the measure. :?o fa.r as I a1n 
<Concerned, I am here to assist in passinO" 
"legislati_on. for t~e com'!lon good, and, s';', 
far as 1t IS poss1b1e to Improve a measnre 
and assist thA Minister in legislAting for 
the good of Queensland, that will be my 
endeavour, and I am sure it is the endea
vour of o.-ery member on this side of the 

House. We may not alwavs agree as to 
what is right about a measure, but I can 
assure hon. gentlemen opposite that it is 
more often they that are in the wrong 
when they do not accept our amendments. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. CORSER (Maryborough): I join with 

the rest of the members of this House in 
deploring the loss of our late Speaker. 
And I also have much pleasure in con
gratulating you, Sir, on being placed in 
such a high position in this House, and I 
little doubt that you will carry out your 
duties to the entire satisfaction of all pre· 
sent. I regret the loss of an able man who 
was developing into a statesman in our late 
leader. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: "Developing!" and 
laughter. 

Mr. CORSER: But I think that this 
Chamber can very well be congratulated 
on being able to find such a capable leader 

Chief Secretary to take his 
a man who has shown from his 

that he a thorough grip 
a sta.tesman. an<:l 

no man, I am sure, on either side of the 
House, will question his ability or say that 
he is a hard-working mau. I feel sure 
that his tBrm of office is ended 
he will show the country that he is 
a thoroughly capable administrator and 
quite competent to carry on the business o£ 
the country. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS in terj eating, 
Mr. CORSER : I like to give my opinion 

honestly, and when I see worth to give 
credit to it, and I hope that others will do 
the same, I was pleased to see, after the 
alteration in the .Cabinet, that so many 
members of the Government considered it 
to be their duty to go through the length 
and breadth of Queensland, more particu
larly the Northern portion of it, to learn the 
requirements and the aspirations of the 
people there. My recollection of Queensland 
goes back as far as most members of this 
House, and I think when the members of the 
Ministry got to the North that they certainly 
bumped up against a big proposition in con
sidering how the Northern portion of 
Queensland, more particularly on the coast
line, should be developed under existing con
ditions. I travelled through the Northern 
districts myself lately, and it struck 
me that there was only one means 
by which you could successfully, under 
present conditions, settle people in the 
North of Queensland, and that is by sugar
growing-! am speaking now of the low 
lands on the coast. Unfortunately, I am 
afraid that the prospects of developing that 
industry and settling the people upon it are 
not very bright, if we are to be threatened, 
as we have been threatened in the last two 
or three days, with the removal of the duties 
on sugar. I would like to mention that in 
the Courier of the 29th of July there apuears 
this paragraph, which was telegraphed -from 
Melbourne. It is part of a statement made 
b:'\ the A~ting Prime Minister, Mr. Hughes, 
wnen re,errmg to the sugar trouble in 
Queensland-

" I, for one, and I do not, I am sure, only 
express my own opinionR, wlll not have the 
slightest hesitation in repealing the duty at 
the first possible occasion. The men are only 
asking for a living wae;e. It is scandalous 
that we have to pay £579,,000 bounty and £6 
duty per ton, and yet the men cannot get a 
wage upon which tllcy can live. A little while 
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ago it was said that white men could not work 
in the canefields. It is the hardest work to 
which white men can be put, and yet they say 
an eight-hour day is insufficient. They want 
n1en to work longer hours, and they will not 
even pay decent wages. To repeal the duty 
may be a rude method of cutting the Gordian 
knot, but it will be effective." 
Then on the following day Mr. Hughes 
was asked by the Courier reporter in Mel
bourne if his statement about repealing the 
sugar import duty had been made after 
consideration with his colleagues, and the 
Acting Prime Minister said-

" \Ve have not hacl a meeting of the Cabinet, 
but I consulted my colleagues before making 
the statement. The next question was, how the 
question of bounty and excise would stand if 
the duty were repealed, as both had been fixed 
for a term of years by Act of Parliament. " No 
legislation," was the reply, " is immutable, but, 
of course, very serious issues are involved, and 
I do not at present desire to commit myself to 
anything more than I have said." 
The Minister of Customs, who was then 
seen, stated-

" VVhat lVtr. Hughes said is practically what I 
the growers and n1anufacturers when I was 

Queensland. I told tllem tllat if their action 
was persisted in it would make the matter of 
retaining the duty a very difficult n1atter to 
deal witll." 
The Acting Prime Minister foreshadow"d 
the probability of a further communication 
on the same subject at an early date, but 
would say nothing about its nature. It 
appears that this threat, though practically 
levelled at the Colonial Sugar Refining 
Company, is going to affect that company less 
than anyone else in Queensland in the sugar 
business. We know that the ramifications of 
that company are very great. vVe know that 
in New Zealand, where I believe the duty on 
sugar is nil, they actually hold a monopoly of 
the interests there, and, if the duty was 
taken off sugar in Australia to-morrow, it 
would not prevent their sugar from Fiji or 
other parts of the world coming into 
Australia. The nec·essitv for the Colonial 
Sugar Refining Company ·putting up factories 
throughout Queensland was caused by the pro
tective duty put on sugar. They have 
their own plantations in Fiji, and if the duty 
is removed in Australia the industry in 
Queensland must sink, as it is an absolute 
impossibility for anyone to grow cane and 
manufacture sugar and compete with the 
sugar from oversea if there is no duty to 
prevent it from coming in, because the sugar 
is produced elsewhere by the cheapest labour 
in the world-that is, black labour. In Java 
the price paid to men working in the mills 
and in the field averages 4d. per day. 

Mr. FERRICKS: It is low-paid labour, but 
not cheap labour. 

Mr. CORSER: Is it right that anyone 
should attempt to interfere with that great 
industry in that way? The reason I men
tioned it is because of this paragraph in the 
Governor's Speech-

" The question of erecting additlonal sugar
mills in North Queensland has been the cause 
of much serious consideration to my advisers, 
who are of opinion that in our north-eastern 
coast lands no other field industry is likely to 
prove so attractive to the settler and so re
munerative to the labourer as sugar-growing." 

The intention was that three more sugar
mills, under the central sugar-mill system. 
should be constructed in the North of 
Queensland, and I do not think that any-

[Mr. Corser. 

body had the slightest objection to it, so• 
long as the money could be spent safely and 
not thrown away; but I say unreservedly, 
that if there is <>ny successful attempt te> 
take the duty off sugar, putting money into 
those three sugar-mills would be little short 
of throwing it away. Not only would 
it be throwing that money away, but the 
money already invested in our central sugar
mills in Queensland would be absolutely 
lost. And why should thos<> threats be used?· 
It has that disturbing influence that the 
men employed on small farms do not 
know to-day where they are. They do not 
know when the sword will fall upon them 
bv means of which their livelihood will be· 
swept away, and it >tssuredly will be swept 
away if the ·duty is removed off sugar. I 
challen,.e any member on the Opposition side 
to say'" that sugar could be produced in 
Queensland without a protective duty; and, 
instead of talking about removing the duty, 
if they were sincere in wishing to see. the 
men paid a higher wage, they should ag1tate 
for a higher duty on sugar. 

Mr. LENNON: We will not get a higher 
wage then. 

Mr. CORSER: A stipulation could be 
made that the men should get a higher wage. 

~;1r. LENNON: No, no! 
Mr. CORSER: At present this industry is 

only protected practically to the extent of 
£5 a ton. 

Mr. FERRICKS : Which all goes to the 
Colonial Sugar Refining Company. 

Mr. CORSER: How can it all go to the 
Colonial Sugar Refining Company. 

Mr. FERRICKS: Because they control the 
whole business. 

Mr. CORSER: The hon. member doe• 
not know what he is talking about, becausH 
we know perfectly well that the Colonial 
Sugar R13fining Company does not control 
more than one-eighth of the whole produc· 
tion. 

FERRICKS: The manufacturers con-
a quarter. 

Interjections by Opposition members. 
The SPEAKER: Order, order! 
Mr. CORSER: To me it seems a very 

riskv thing indeed, until this question is 
settled as to whether the Federal Prime 
Minister is going to tamper with the duty 
on sugar, to go on the constructwn of 
more central mills. cannot understand 
members representing sugar districts coun
tenancing such a thing as we have heard of 
late. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: An octopus; that is what 
it is. 

Mr. CORSER: I have always taken a 
lively interest in settlement in Queensland. 
I have seen its progress during the last forty· 
years, and I must say, without wishing to 
adversely criticise the acts of the Minister 
for Lands-in fact, I believe we have had 
three excellent Ministers for Lands, and 
they have done all they possibly could with 
the knowledge in their possession. But they 
cannot get all the knowledge, even through 
the Under Secretaries, under the present 
system. vV e want more decentralisation in 
the Lands Office. I am very pleased indeed 
to see that the Secretary for Railways has 
granted, to a very large 'extent, decentrali~a
tion in the Railway Department, and I w1sh 
that the same would be granted in the Lands 
Department. Hon. members on the othe.r 
side have said that there was no land, espec1-
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ally the hon. member for Maranoa-that no 
land has been opened for selection except 
prickly-pear land. 

Mr. J. M. HuNTER: I did not say that. 

Mr. CORSER: The hon. member said that 
the resumptions had aJl been prickly-pear 
land. 

1\llr. J. M. HuNTER: Principally. 

Mr. CORSER: \Vell, I stand corrected. 
I certainly understood that was what the 
hon. member stated. However, if you take 
Tarong and 'raabinga you will find there is 
no prickly pear on either of those resump
tions, and there are about 400,000 acres north
west of Gayndah· that has also been thrown 
open, with very little pear on it. What I 
complain of is that the amount of land that 
has been thrown open for selection is not 
suliiment for requirements, and hon. mem
bers can well understand that, when I state 
that in the large district around Gayndah 
there are now only surveyors in 
designing land. One followed up two 
contract surveyors, and the other case they 
have only one rnan follov·ling the designing

at least five or six desrgn-
district alone. The land 

is there, and can be made available at 
any time so long as surveyors are provided. 
"Whether those surveyors can be procured m 
Queensland or elsewhere I cannot say, but 
I think the Lands Office. in the interests of 
close settlement, should ·procure every sur
veyor possible. Then the mode of dissemin
ating knowledge as to where those lands 
are to be got seems to me to be very poor. 
The other day the hon. member for Burnett 
asked a question, and very properly so, too. 
I had certain plans right up to date of the 
Burnett district showing what lands were 
then open for selection, and that informa
tion could not be procured at any other place 
except in Gayndah and in Brisbane. Now, 
Marvborough is the seaport and principal 
city ·of the Wide Bay and Burnett distric~s, 
and it seems very strange that people m 
that city, whom we are trying to induce to 
oettle on the land-all those who believ•e in 
close settlement will_ hail with pleasure the 
taking of young people out of the towns and 
nutting them on the land-and yet these 
young people can get no chance of getting 
on the land. I will tell vou exactly what 
happens in that district. The d.:;signi':'g ~ur
veyor goes through the land he rs des1gnmg, 
and the people in the district can _go into 
the camp and ascertam what land rs bemg 
surveyed. 

Mr. MA'l'GHAN: \Vhat district are you 
speaking of? 

Mr. CORSER: The Burnett district around 
Gayndah. Take the Mundubbera district. 
What they do there is to go into the Lands 
Office in Gavndah and deposit £5 and give the 
number of a selection. But when that £5 is 
sent down to Brisbane, it is often found there 
is no such number but still the £5 is retained, 
and when the de'signers have sent in their 
plans this man gets a prior right to that 
selection. Then, as was the case when I 
got the last plans, more than half of the 
lands. had been applied for and acquired. 
I got the plans as soon as ever they were 
ready. I think some arrangement should 
be made--I am speaking in tho intc1·est 
of the young · people' of Maryborough 
who I am desirous of seeing settled on the 
land-whereby knowledge, as the hon. mern
\:er for Burnett said, should not only be pro-

vided at the Lands Office in Maryborough; 
but in Gympie and Kingaroy as well. I was 
very pleased indeed to know by the Premier's 
policy speech that at, last it was the intention 
to fulfil the long-felt want of a deep-sea port 
for Maryborough and the Wide Bay and 
Burnett distrrct. I think no right-minded 
member of the House will question the justice 
of the people of Maryboro,ugh and district 
reeeiving such a concession. Every other' 
important district has got access to sea-going 
vessels that ·the Wide Bay and Burnett dis" 
tricts does not now possess. The first vessel 
going to the port of Hervey's Bay leaves on 
the 30th of this month. Two other impo'rtant 
questions have been referred to in the Ad
dress in Reply-that is, the Liquor Bill and 
the Police Offences Bill. Those are most 
l:orweni.K•uo measures, and I think the Premier 

~o.vf.o~th rig-ht to bring them on as early as 
and I only h<we both measures will 

earnest consideration and will be dealt 
on their merits as quickly as possible, so 

can, at rate, straighten out any 
c1it1'"'''"''cc,p and on the statute-book mea-

will he acceptable to the majority of 
It is also gratifying to notice that 

is to be given to the condition 
I think all will agree with 

children of any country are one 
and any amount, within 

see· that those 
if they are 

are they will 
up to be men and women. It 

some time been felt that it was neces
sary to make so,mco alteration in the Agricul
tural Bank, and it is pleasing to know that 
the Government have taken this matter into 

oonsideration, and that an amendment 
Agricultural Bank Act will be intro

this session. I am sure both sides of 
will be pleased at this, because if 

we are to have successful settlement on the 
land, the facilities to, help those settlers 
should be as great as we can afford to make 
them. Then, as to the question of immigra
tion. It is pleasing to note that so many 
people are coming out here, and, as I have 
said in previous addresses, we should have 
very many more than we are now getting, 
and every care should be taken to get as many 
agricultural labourers as we possibly can. 
There is a large number of young fellows 

horne had very little experience 
and when they come out here, 
only ta.ke the trouble to, learn 

not get as big a wage when they 
as would like-they would soon 

prosperous and contented. It is like 
else-there must be a commence

!hev must learn their trade before 
expe~t to get the full wage. I know 

of a young fellow coming fro,rn 
thought he was a dairyman, and 

wrus put to milk cows with several 
his mates had turned out cow 

cow, having- milked them dry, this 
young fellow put up his head and said, "How 
do vo,u know :when to knock off'" And he was 
told by the proprietor of the farm that, as far 
as he was concerned, he need not trouble 
himself about that, as the cow WaJS producing 
more milk than he could take from her. I 
think there are a number o.f young fellows 
who go into the back districts l'l.ii farm 
labourers who know very little about the 
work. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: I thought they wsre all 
farm labourers. 

Mr. CorserJ 
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Mr. CORSER: I say it is far better to have 
agricultural labourers; if we are to have agri
cultural set\]ement and expand the dairying 

industry, as the bon. member for 
[7 p.m.] Maranoa seems to wish, and vie 

with New South Wales, it is 
necessary to have labour to do it. We have 
not the labour to-day, and you cannot expect 
to give the same wage to men, such as I have 
just described, as to good practical farm 
labourers. Referring to the Opening Speech, 
I find it says-

" My advisers are, therefore, rnaking earnest 
and,, it is thought, successful efforts to en
courage imn1igrants of the 1nost suitable type 
to settle a1nongst us." 

And further on-
" VVith the view of giving greater opportunities 

to our own people, and t') newcon1ers who are 
willing to assist us in our 1vcn·k of 
building, n1y artvisers are proceeding 
railways \Vhich were passed in the last session 
of Parliament, and the completion of which will 
1nake Crown lands available for close settle
n1ent on a scale not hitherto possible in 
Qusensland." 

In listening very attentively to the hon. 
member for J'.1aranoa, I noticed that he, 
stated there was practically no land avail
able for settlement, and no endeavour· to 
make land available. I will therefore speak 
longer than I had any intention of doing, 
in order to give some figures in refutation 
of the bon. member's statement. I obtained 
some information from the Lands Depart
ment which I will make known. These are 
particulars of b,nd selected during the six 
months from 1st January to 30th June in 
the years 1910 and 1911 respectively-
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Now, this is more important in ans\1or to 
the bon. member's remarks. 

[ .ilf r. Corser. 

Mr. J. M. HuNTER: What are you trying 
to prove now? 

Mr. CORSER: If you wait long enough 
you will ascertain-that is, if you are cap
able. (Laughter). Here is a list of holdings 
of which notice of resumption under section 
146 of the Act has been given, taking effect 
in 1911-

.,; 
"''" N tme of Holding. D:.strict. '"s 
"" «ioo 
~ 

1911. ii>q.m. 
Keroong-ooloo Gregory South l JHnuary .. 124 
'l1enharn do. do. 59H5 
rraabing:-t Burne: t <ln. 71*: 
Tarong 00. do. 49 
BrJOH!b:lh Maranoa do. 1~&(" ):It. Enni..:killen ... liitchell do. 
Beaconsfield En.~t do. do. 1~~ 
Reacnnstield \' est do. do. 50~ 
Weelban Gregory ~onth rln. 122-?£ 
l\1t. Marlow :Uitchell 1 February 232 
Ludg<lte Hill do. do, 84! 
Ar,bella \Yan·ego do. 24 
Rocky bank do. 35} 
Toompine do. 32t 
Gowrie ct,, 146 
South Comm.gin clo. do. 108 
Q,tmeron Downs mtnhell 1 .\t:uch 56 
Ottledonia do. do. 100 
1fang;ilore vrarrego do. 52 
1'ancre1t )lite hell do. '70 
Daan 1ine \Vest. Darling D0wns l April 40 
Conn Leichhan!t do. 28! 
Aut.hnringn, 1/Varrego do. 143t 
1fongalee Burke . , do. 40 
Angellala ... War1ego do. 54t 
ltetrent ... Jlitchell 1 .l1ay l50i; 
Gal wHy Down~ r;reg01·y South no. 99~ 
'1\·lemon No. 2 Leieltbardt 1 June 56 
Maryvale \Varrego 57 
Retro Leichhardt llf 
BllldO Warrego 1 August 73 
l~lverl'-ton do. <b. 30 
Mount .Jlorris do. 122 
Olara do. 20ft 
Yarmouth. do. (10. 411~ 
Amby Jowns :nmanoa. flo. 17~ 
lieri vale West do. 43 
Fern lees Leichha-rdt St 
Itockwoo(i" · J1itchell E8 
Oxford Downs Leichha.rdt 74 
Mexico JlitctJell 68j-
Cawildt 1Tar,mna 23} 
E1stmrre Mitch•ll 8-Jt 
Logan Downs So nth S7t 

1[0tal area resumed, 3,027~-t s.q-.~uu·e mUes. 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: 'fhose are not agri
cultural lands. 

Mr. CORSER: Some of them are. 
Mr. J. M. HUNTER: Scores of miles from 

a railway . 

Mr. CORSER: They are lands suitable 
for settlement. IV e are not dealing with 
agricultural settlement only. The area at 
present open for grazing selection 1s 
1,848,891 acres. 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: Those figures do not 
go against my argument at all. 

Mr. CORSER: The charge which the bon. 
gentleman practically levelled at the Lands 
Office was that they were not attending to 
what they should do in making land avail
able for settlement-not particularly agri
cultural settlement. 

Mr. J. M. HUl\'TER: I was talking particu
larly about agricultural selection. 



Address in Rep1,1J. 'l Arou:;T.j 345 

Mr. CORSER : Here is a list of holdings 
in respect of which notice of resumption 
under section 146 of the Act has been given, 
taking effect in 1912-

NamiJof Holding District. 1 Date when 
~ ltP.""Umption 
j takes effect. 

----··----:------- ----- ·---

Ya.rrai 
Kilcurnmiu 
)1a.rsva!e 
-Emmt:t Dowus 
.Biudeb 1llgo 
l\-1 al vern Dowu.-. 

and l'iilag-al 
~lou11t Sveucer . 
:Mexico 
Bong . 
V\'alubrook 
Kieta 
\VindPyer .. 
biuoa. . 
llwdebango \Yest 

Leichhardt 
Son 11 Kennedy 
.Jlit<'hell 

do. 
l'hranon 
Leiehh.1rdt 

do. 
)Iitcilell 
:-onth Kennedy 

1 

~~~'ll1:~~ctt ::~ I 
. I!JlC\Jell 
:uaranoa ... 1 

do. 
do. 
do. 

~iitchell 
LeiclJl.1ardt 
~\ nrrego 
31antnoH. .. 
South Kennedy 
tYarrego 
:.Haranoa 

1912. 
1 January 

do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

1 February 

do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
rlo. 
do . 
lt<l, 

do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

1 ))HlCh ••• 

do. 
do. 

'l'Ot>ll 

Sq. m. 
46-(6 

38~t 
4o2' 
35 
17f 
4913 

70 
46t 
30 
84 
56 

l~~r 
3·)] .. -· 37t~ 

122 
95 
21 
6lt 

437 
64t 

214 
69;\ 

2,147l0 

, Mr. J. M. HUN'fER: Are you sure you 
have not missed any'? 

Mr. CORSER: You cannot afford to be 
funny. 

Mr. J. M. HuNTER: That's not funny. 
Mr. CORSER: I think this will refute 

that portion of the hon. n1ernber's statement 
in \vhich he would like the country to believe 
that the Lands Department were practically 
doing nothing towards making land avail
-able for settlernent. 

1vlr. ,j. M. HUNTER: For agricultural 
·settlement. 

.:Ylr. CORSER: I have already statod that 
there is very much more land in the Bur
nett district and, I suppose, elsewhere that 
,could be made available for agricultural 
Bettlement, and I understand from the 
Minister for Lands that when he knows 
where the railways are going, so that he 
-can give instructions to the surveyors to 
survev the lands in such a tvay as will 
enable the settlers to be served by the rail
ways, he will throw open a large lot of agri
<Cultural lands. But railways must prccedB 
settlement, where that settlement is close 
settlement. As a mercantile man I welcome
and I am sure my colleagues will welcome
the proposed amendment of the Health Act. 
In a warm country like this it is essential 
that every precaution should be taken to 
secure pure food and drugs to the people. 
There Is also a gratifying note sounded in 
the Opening Speech, which I do not think 
it is necessary to say will meet with the 
approval of members on both sides of the 
House, and that is the statement that steps 
have bGen taken to increase the pay of 
lower-grade officers in the service, and give 
them more satisfactory remuneration. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: That is very belated. 
Mr. CORSER: It is most gratifying to 

note that since the party at present in power 
assumed office they have endeavoured to in
crease the pay of men in the lower grades of 

the service. Something has been said . by 
previous speakers about our proceedmg 
cautiously with our finances, because we 
cannot always depend upon having the good 
seasons we have enjoyed in the past. Any
body who has resided in Queensland as long 
as I have knows that such advice is good, 
but as long as the seasons are good, and as 
long as we have everythmg to back up ?U! 
enterprise, we. have no need to fear any diffi
culty in meetmg the heavy loan rep~yments 
which will shortly become due. \\ e must 
not lose sight of the fact that by reason of 
the good seasons we have had m the past, 
larue sums of money have been accumulated 
in nour financial institutions, and that fact 
ought to assure us that we shall not lack the 
money when the time comes to meet our 
loan obligations. There are no less than 
£132,000,000 at fixed . deposit in the banks 
and Government Savmgs Banks of _Austra
lia and there are also £60,000,000 m open 
and current account in the banks of Aus
trdia; so that there rs a sum of nearly 
£200,00Q.,OOO in Australia. Therefore, I do 
not think, unless we have very bad seasons 
or bad legislation by tho :B)deral G_overn· 

we need fear that our loans w1ll not 
promptly rnet when they beco~e due. It 
gratifying also to note that ~n 1910 the 

average amount that each depos1tor had m 
the Government Savings Bank was £49 Os. 
4d., which means £9 12s. 7d. per head of 
the population. All. the 01rcu'!'stances con
sider·ed, I do not th1nk the1:c rs ~ny neces
sity to sound a note of warmng w1th regard 
to 'the progressive policy of the Government, 
which [ am happy to see our present le_ador 
is going to carry out, with. th.c addrhon of 
railwa"<'S in a~rioultural d1str10ts. I shall 
not say anythi~g further, that I feel 

that while we on this are demo-
liberal and progressive-(Hear, 

sh;ll benefit the country by 
and administration more tha_n 

party on the other side :would by the1r 
non-progressiYe and non-hberal policy. 
(Hear, hear!) 
· Mr. ~1A Y (Flinders).: I desire to mak~ a 
few remarks 011 the Address in Reply. Frrst 
of all I wish to refer to the wreck of the 
'l y-ongala." I am sure that we all regret 
very much that sad accident. I had some 
friends frmn Townsville and elsewhere on 
board the ill-fated vessel when she was on 
her last voyage, and I desire to say that 
while, in my opinion, the Government acted 
wisely in the first instance m sendmg ou.t a 
vessel search for the wreck, the:y with-
drew vessel from the search. too ,quwkly. I 
understand that they are resun11ng tne search, 
but I do not think the Government .have 
done all they might have do_ne to find out 
the scene of the wreck. I w1sh also to ex-

my sorrow at the dea.th of your pre
in that chair, Mr. Speaker. M;. 

was one of ,,he most courteous men, 1f 
not the most cultured and courteous man, 
in Queensland. I desire, further, to rehr 
to the decease of Mr. Thallon, who was one 
of the great business men under the com· 
ma.nd of Parliament. I am sure his loss wtll 
be felt throughout the country. I believe 
the GoYernment have put a good man in 
his place. I think Mr. Evans is the mo~t 
suitable man in Queensland for the posi
tion, and I am delighted to see that the 
Government did not go outside Queensland 
to get a man to fill the office of Commis. 
sioner. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: We had 
no intention of doing that. 

'Air. May.] 
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Mr. MAY: We n€ver know what the 
intentions of ·a conservativB Government .are. 
T·hBrefore, I wish to comp1iment them .on 
their action in this matter. In the Opemng 
Speech we are promised a list of Bills. 
Among them is a Police Offences Bill, which 
is now under discussion in th€ other Hous€. 
I ·do not intend to go into the details of that 
measure until it is before this Chamber. 
Another contentious me·asure is the Licensing 
Bill. I hope that the party element will be 
eliminated in thB discussion of those 
measures, .and that Bach of them wiH be 
discussed on its merits. I know which side 
I am g·oing to take . both those Bills-
(laughter)-and I tell hon. members 
when thBy come the House. ·with 
regard to the State Education Act Amend· 
ment Bill, I think the Act should be 
amended. I have always been .against the 
te.aching of the Bible in State schools, and 
am still against it, and if an opportunity 
offers I will for .a repeal of the Bill 
passed last If the present Govern· 
mont do that m€asure, I hope 
this side an opportunity of 
ing it statute-book, and I 
that introduce a 

can a man 
place wherB 
Yet that is 
to state when 
borB. He has 
flow fron1 a 
How can he do 
he &ay how 
puts down 
stupid and 
irrit,ation 
passed 
Flinders Shire 
1911-

of 

something 
of it last 

again now, 
unfair ·to local 

With regard to 
Act, which was 
not much to find 

itself, though .a 
m1ight have been 

of squatters .and 
interior, but the 

too drastic. How 
the altitude of the 

put down a bore? 
ho is required 

sink an art-esian 
what is the exact 

or 50 miles away. 
how the dickens can 

going to sink until he 
Such regul~ations 11:1r0 

and cause oonsiderable 
H,ere is a resolution 
a full meeting of the 
held on the 15th May, 

n That this council, whilst fully recognising 
that the Govern1nent should exercise some 
control over the arteBian water supply to 
preverit unnecessary waste of such a valuable 
asset, considers-

" That the regulations attached to the Rights 
in Water and \:Vater Conservatlon and Utiliza
tion Act of 1910, as at present drawn up and 
nrinted bv tlle Hydraulic Engineer, are im
Practkabl8 in rnany cases, and unnecessary, 
and also very hampering to a1l classes of 
graziers, and it suggests that a small co1nmittee 
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of at least three practical pastoralists and at 
least one nractical well-borer meet the 
Hydraulic En.gineer and draw up fresh regula-
tionA that will sufficiently explicit for the 
present needs of Supply Department, 
and at the same more workable for 
graziers. 

"And it further suggests that once such regu-
lations be upon, the administration of 
them be the hands of the Lands 

worked through the com-
officials, as is all other 

concerning the graziers of 

nBw regulations arB 
be submitted to members 

pastoral constituencies, so that 
send them shire counils in their 

with the of getting sugges-
them that meet the require· 

the peopl<e concerned. \Vith regard 
to suggestion that the administration of 
the regul<ations should be pl,aced in the hands 
oi the land commissioners, I would remind 
hon. members that a land commissioner 

l>onc;s every day in the 
his rounds, and that be 

have a much better knowledge of 
than the Hydraulic Engineer 

office in Brisbane. Therefore, 
that suggestion, the department 

facilit<J.te operations under the 
.do benefit to the persons 

and to the State as .a 
am sure that before 

next week is over I shall have 
people from my district asking me to intra· 
duce them as .a deputation to the Minister 
with reference to this matter. In fact, I 
shall be much disappointed if they don't. 
(Laughter.) 

The Hmm 
disappointed. 

Mr. MAY: 
reasonable 
when 

ances 
1Hear, hear 
in this wa.v : 
tunitv to, 
MinistBr it 
a number of 

: He will not be 

You may laugh, but it is quite 
propei· that at show time, 

to Brisbane from the 
those who, come long dis. 
away districts, they should 
of ventilating their griev· 

member before a. Minister. 
that they look on it 
are given an oppor· 

grievances to the 
means of getting o.ver 

;rr;,,nH·,ipe 

Th€ TREASl!RER: 
them. 

\V" are always glad to see 

Mr. MAY: I am 
say that he was 
laughed derisively 
just now. 

The TREASURER: 

to hear the Minister 
to see them, but he 
I made the suggestion 

No, no! 

Mr. MAY: The Treasurer has had a go at 
me, and now I will have a go at him. 
(Laughter.) With regard to the deputation 
that waited on him in connection with this 
big sugar strike, I may say that we talked: the 
matter over in Parliament Ho.use, and we 
made up our minds to il we could do some· 
thing to bring about termination of the 
strike which was then in operation, and which 
I may say has been in operation ever since, 
although it was not going so strong then as· 
it is now. We talked the matter over irt the· 
libra.ry and in Parliament House, a.nd a few 
suggestions would have been given to the 
Treasurer when we waited on him, but before 
we could get a word in the Minist.er charged 
the deputation that came there for the pur-
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pose of bringing the matter to a close-he 
charged them with trying to foment the 
strike. 

The TREASURER: OnG of your number pre
viously said so. 

:iYlr. MAY: I have been in two or three 
strikes myself, but I do not wish to be in any 
again; I do not like them. 

The SPEAKER: Order! 
1\lr. MAY: I think that the sooner a man 

gets 0ut of strikes the better. To pass on to 
the other matters. I notice that we are not to 
have an amendment of the Shearers and 
Sugar Workers' Accommodation Act. There 
is no mention of it in the Gove.rnor's Speech, 
at any rate. I have in my box downstairs two 
ox three amen_dments which I wish to bring 
forward. I have hac! them for two years, 
and I showed them to the Under Secretary 
for Agriculture, but there is no chance of 
getting them in, as there is no amendment 
of the Act to be brought forward this year. 
There is no mention of a Trade Disputes Bill, 
but as my colleagues have mentioned that I 
will not dilate on it. With regard to the rail
way policy, I am as much in favour of build
ing railways into farming districts as any 
membe1· in this House. (Hear. hear!) At the 
same time I do not think the Government 
should neglect the mining districts. (Hear, 
hear 1) \Ve have in my own electorate at the 
present time a line which is being pushed 
forward to the northernmost part of the Gre
gory electorate. That was to be one of the 
junctions of the transcontinental railway. The 
line has been started, but they are proceeding 
so slowly. When I was in the district last 
May we anticipated that the line would have 
been started in a month, but I see by the 
~atest paper from Cloncurry that it has just 
oeen started, and that the.v have got fifty men 
at work on it. Fancy fifty men to build 38 
miles of railway! I notice that there is no 
district engineer appointed for that line 
either. I was very sorry that the Minister 
for Railways die! not come up to my electorate 
as he promisee!. altchough I know it was not the 
Minister's fault. Not only myself but vast 
numbe1,; of peonle in my electorate .were 
sorry that the Minister for Railways was 
prevented from coming to my electorate, and 
that he could not fulfil the promise he made. 
I ha.cl just been through ·the electorate, and 
I can assure the hon. gentleman tha.t I would 
have giv-en him a good time, and I would 
have given him a lively time, too, if he had 
come up there. (Laughter.) 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I believe 
you had fourteen deputations in one day. 

Mr. MAY: Fourteen! MoTe like forty. 
(Laughter). We had arranged everything 
so nicely, and everything was in a nut
shell. so that the Minister's time would 
not be hindered in any way. We got a 
few fellows to work up our little grievances, 
and everything was so nicely arranged to 
present to the Minister to let him know 
exactly what we wanted that he would have 
granted them all straightaway. (Laughter.) 
It was therefore with great reo-ret that I 
received a teleg-ram from the Minister say
ing that he could not come. There are other 
railways that we want to see extended in 
our district. One is from Cloncurry to 
Mount Cuthbert, and then it can be ex
tended further on to one of the Gulf ports. 
That is a matter I have been agitating 
about and speaking on for two years past. 
We have .untold wealth of copper in Mount 

Cuthbert and beyond. The line from Clon. 
curry would also pass close to a number of 
little "shows" which cannot be worked at 
present, but could all be worked if the 
railway went them. I am sure that the 
line would pay right from the jump. I have
a complaint from my district with ruspect 
to the guarantee of the second section of 
the Cloncurrv Railway-namely, that from 
Julia Creek to Cloncurry. The first section 
is from Richmond to Julia Creek, and that 
has been paying very well, but the second 
section into Cloncurry has not paid well at 
all, and the ratepayers are called upon to 
pay £6,000 odd to make up the deficiency, 
and they would think that that is unfair. 
This is a letter I received from the Cion
curry Shire Council on the subject-

" Sir ~As aware, there is a 
deflci~n'cy of in the maintenance 
and working Gection 2 of the 
Richmond (Julia and Cloncurry Rail-
way for the twelve months ended 30th June, 
1910, this shire, jointly with the shires of 
l\1ackinlay, Boulia, and Burke, according to 
the Railway Act of 1906, are jointly liable, 
and the Con1n1issioner for Railways has issued' 
an order upon the councils concerned to 
appoint a joint valuer and to levy and collect a 
special rate to meet the deficiency. 

" Tbis council had the matter under considera
tion at a meeting held on the 11th instant, and 
I was instructed to write asking your kind 
assistance in bringing the following pOints 
before the lYfinister for Railways :-1. That, 
in the opinion of this council, the deficiency in 
the returns is in great measure due to the 
inequality on the different sections of 
railway, section 2, being at the ex-
treine line, and the traffic prin-
cipally through traffic, it naturally 
suffers most respect. 

the other extreme, is 
justice the revenue 

be taken and appor
thereafter be met as 
Act. 

benefit of the country at 
of justice, the 

so amended as to pro

,. I have, etc., 

of all main railways 
for closer settlement 

of the State. 

"\V. Mci-'ITOSH, Shire Clerk." 

I haye been and I think it is fairly 
correct, that, the preferential rate 
that exists, at Mount Elliott, 
or S&wyn as it is called, get 
their goods at freight as is 
paid by the people at Maxwelton, and Max
welton is only 334 miles from Townsville, 
while Selwyn is 552 miles. Under those 
conditions it wiii be seen that there is a lot 
of traffic that is going over the line that 
pays practically nothing at all. According 
to this letter, something should be done to 
grant their request. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: They can
not have their cake and oat it, too. 

Mr. MAY: No, of course they cannot. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: And they 

cannot have cheap rates and no railway 
rate to pay. 

Mr. MAY: The first section and second 
section should be taken in together, and the
whole district made to guarantee the whole 
length of line. (Hear, hear !) Another line 
we want is one from Malbon to the Duchess, 
and they are constructing that· line now. 
Malbon is 30 miles south of Cloncurry, and 
we want another line about 24 miles from 
Malbon to the Wee Macgregor. It will not~ 

Mr. May.] 
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only open up the Wee Macgregor, but it will 
<epen up a lot of other mines in the imme
diate vicinity. Another railway which is 
"'_anted in my district is the one from 
Hughenden to Barcaldine. I have spoken of 
this line before, and I feel positive I shall 
have to introduce a deputation to the Minis
ter on the matter very shortly. 

Mr. MURPHY: Will they guarantee it? 

Mr. MAY: Yes, they will guarantee it. 
In fact, there is no need to go to Barcaldine 
now. The Government have granted a loan 
to the Aramac Shire Council to build a line 
from Barcalcline to Aramac, so that takes 
42 miles off the distance, as it is right on the 
direct route to Hughenden. \Ve wanted to 
go to Barcaldine via Muttaburra and Ara
mac, and as the Aramac-Barcaldine section 
is. to be built, we have only 170 miles to 
finish. And in building that line you go 
through some of the finest pastoral land in 
Queensland, and there are no engineering 
difficulties. The Secretary for Railways 
promised last year, as you will see in 
Hansard, that we should have a surveyor to 
go over a portion of that route. We have 
never had a surveyor yet. Why cannot we 
get a surveyor? They say they cannot get 
surveyors, not only for railway lines, b_ut 
for our lands. 

Mr. LENNON: They want them all in the 
South. 

Mr. MAY: The Malay States could get 
four men from Queensland, and I say that 
if the Government paid more money they 
could get surveyors. I say it would be money 
well spent to pay the surveyors any amount 
-pay them a price almost illimitable-but 
we must ha,re surveyors if '~iVe -want to ope11 
up otn· b.nf}_s, and ~if we are to have rail
ways. \Vc' knmv we must have a prelimi
na.ry su.rvey before a line i.S' constructed. 
Then le,t us have these preliminary surveys, 
let them ':le brought before the Cabinet, and 
let the House consider them. But if we 
go in for parsimony, and do pay surveyors 
properly, we cannot get and if the 
Government are in earnest wish to get 
surveyors, it is their own that they 
do not get them, and they are v,ery lacka
daisical in not getting them. With regard 
to the Education Act, there is one littlG 
matter I forgot to mention. It is my pet 
subject, and is in connection with itinerant 
teachers. I make a point of seeing as many 
itinerant teachers, when going round my 
electorate, as I possibly can. I was fortunate 
enough to see two when I vms last through 
my electorate, but unfortunate in not seeing 
more than two. They told me they are 
doing good work as far as they can, but 
really and truly the distances they have to 
travel are too great. It was a grand idea
l believe it was Mr. Story, the late member 
for Balonne, who first originated the idea
to have itinerant teachers. At first there 
was only one, and then it got to three, and 
now we have twelve. 

The TREASURER : There are more than 
twelve. 

Mr. MAY: I know it was to be sixteen, 
but I do not think the sixteen are actually 
appointed at the present time. However, I 
will :>ot dispute the point; at the same time, 
I thmk :mly twelve are appointed at the 
present time. Even supposing we have six
teen, that 1s only a drop in the ocean. We 
want thirty at the very least. In the wet 
seasons they cannot get round as well as 
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they should, and you cannot get them to 
.-isit the different children too often. If 
we could get them once a month, then you 
would be giving some benefit to our young 
children, but when they can only go once 
in three months, the result is not satisfac
tory. It is something terrible the amount 
of ground these itinerant teachers have to 
travel over, and I can assure you that I 
have met very many worthy young men 
who are doing their duty to the utmost of 
their power, and I think they are to be 
highly commended, and I hope they will 
hear of what I 'am saying, because I am 
speaking from my heart. I know they are 
doing good work, and they are very highly 
appreciated by the parents of the children 
whom they visit. If you read their reports, 
you will find only a few exceptional cases 
where there is any disagreement or any 
unpleasantness, and I should like to see 
more of them appointed. I do not wish to 
detain the House for any length of time, 
but I wish to mention, with regard to the 
Machinery and Scaffolding Act, that the 
mon in the mining districts should have a 
voice in choosing the inspector for the dis
trict. That has been promulgated by this 
side of the House before, and I wish to 
bring it under the notice of the Govern
ment once again. Then, with regard to the 
Elections Act, I think that Act wants a 
certain amount of amending. \Ve should 
have an assimilation of the rolls-one roll 
should do for both the State and the 
Commonwealth-and I think if the Govern
ment could bring together the Federal and 
State authorities they could formulate a roll 
that would do for both. Why should we 
have two rolls? And again, why should we 
ha'7e two ways of Yoting? It is simple 
enough for hon. members of this Assembly to 
record their votes one or the other, but 
it is not so simple to uninitiated. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: One qualification, too. 

Mr. MAY: I think the Government 
should try and meet the Federal Govern
ment and try and bring about these benefits 
which would be of great benefit to the com
munity as a whole. While I am speaking 
about the Elections Act, I would like to 
refer to the question of the pay of members. 
I am going to say in this Assembly the 
same as I have said in my electorate. I 
have spoken on the platform, not only in 
Hughenden, but in Cloncurry-I do not 
think I missed it once-and I say members 
living out in the Western districts should 
have a rise in salary, and I say we, who 
are living down here and have no other 
business, should go in for £500, and I am 
not ashamed to say it. Of course, I know 
there are some members on the other side 
of the House who disagree with me, but they 
are most likely moneyed men. 

Mr. THORN: Not all. 

Mr. MAY: They have other business by 
which they can accentuate their salary. In 
fact, the salary they get as a member of 
Parliament is only an accentuation of what 
they get out of their business. But members 
who devote the whole of their time to their 
parliamentary duties-if we, who represent 
certain constituencies, are not worth £500, 
then the electors should put somebody else 
in our places who is worth it. 

Mr. MACKINTOSH: Make it a thousand. 

Mr. MAY: I do not wish to be unreason
able. I would take as much as you like, but 
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I do not wish to be unreasonable when I ask 
for what I think a fair deal. I have had 
private conversations with members on the 
other side who agroo with me, but there arc 
one or two who are opposed to any increase, 
but we hope to flatten them out. Of course, 
there arc members on the other side, if they 
could only get it, would be only too glad to 
take it. (Hear, hear !) I think it was a wise 
thing for the Government to appoint a com
mission on the mining industry. · I have been 
reading through the report of that commis
sion-! have not gone through it carefully, 
I have taken a piece here and a piece there
and, from what I have read, I can see they 
have dono their dutv in a thoroughly praise
worthy manner, and 'I think the report will be 
of very great benefit to all the mining members 
of this House and to the community at large 
if the Government will act on the recom
mendations contained therein. Before closing 
I wish to make one remark-it is very seldom 
I speak of any member individually, either 
of this or the Federal Parliament-but I say 
I was highly gratified when I read in the 
paper the Right Honourable Fisher's re
pudiation of Mr. Stead's article with regard 
to loyalty. I maintain that we, as a Labour 
party, are just as loyal and as true as those 
hon. members sitting on the opposite benches. 

Mr. LENNON : Only we do not prate quite so 
much about it. 

Mr. MAY: \Ve may not go to such in
fatuation about it as some of them, but at 
the same time I maintain there is just as 
much true loyalty to the British flag on this 
side of the House as on the other. No doubt 
in course of time, in ages which we cannot 
foresee, this country will be independent, 
but it will not be in my time nor in your 
time, Mr. Speaker, and I should be very 
sorry to see it; but in the course of eve.nts, 
we can only look to see the same thing .as has 
happened in other countries---the same as 
happened in America-when the reins of 
government will be held entirely in their own 
fig,uehead, no matter what that figurehead 
may be-whether it is a president or a king, 
they will have their own bead in this country 
at some future period which is beyond my 
ken. I was very glad to see the repudiation 
by M:r. Fisher as soon as he reached Colombo_ 
It was said all over the world : "Why has he 
not sent a reply?" How could he send a 
reply? I do not suppose he got that message 
by wireless telegraphy. At all events, he did 
not have a chance to repudiate the statement 
until he got to Colombo, and his repudiation, 
I think, ought to satisfy everyone in this 
House, and more particularly-! am sorry 
the hon. member for Moreton is not here-it 
ought to satisfy that hon. member as well as 
the rest of the members of the House. I 
have spoken to several business men in town, 
and I can assure you the general tenor was 
that they were highly delighted at the re
pudiation made by Mr. Fisher. I thank you, 
Mr. Speaker, and members of the House for 
the courtesy accorded me during my few 
remarks. 

Mr. THORN (Aubigny): I do not wish to 
detain the House at any great length. I, 
like other hon. members who have already 
spoken, regret very much the death of the 
late Speaker, Mr. Bell. He being one of my 
old colleagues, and having known him for 
many years, I think it right that I should 
mention my regret at his death. I also 
regret the death of another old friend, Mr. 
Thallon, the late Commissioner for Railways. 

J\tir. Speaker, I wish to congratulate you on 
your appointment to your present high 
position. I look upon your appointment as 
a high honour, as you have been placed there· 
by a majority of this House. I have heard 
a lot of talk from both sides of the House· 
about party questions. \Ve have had the 
Governor's Speech, and there is a number of 
Bills laid down in that Speech. One Bill in 
particular is called " The Liquor Bill." I 
remember a number of Licensing Bills being 
submitted to this House, and they have 
always been submitted to the House as a 
party question. 

Mr. RYAN: So should this Bill be a party 
question. 

Mr. THORN: There are members on both 
sides of the House who say it should be a 
party quest!on. I, for one, say it should he a 
party questron. 

Mr. RYAN: I say the Government should 
make it a party question, but they are not 
game. 

Mr. THORN: The Government are game> 
to do anything. 

Mr. LENNON : They are not game to do. 
that, at any rate. 

Mr. THORN: Members opposite talk 
about gameness. They are very game. They 
knocked one poor man out and left another· 
in over a little thing. They say they are 
loyal, but they are not loyal to their own 
men. 'Were they loyal to the member for 
Fitzroy? vVhy, he was loyal. He was a man 
who spoke his mind. He gave his word and 
stuck to it, not like a lot of other members 
on the other side of the House. Howeve~·
I do not wrsh to be drawn off the truck b 1• 
interjections. There are other matters on the 
programme with which I am in thoroug•r 
accord. I have come to the conclusion that 
we have had too much legislation during the 
last few yea;s, and I say this, without fear 
of contradwtron, that we are bringing in law;; 
that are actually not giving British fair play. 

_Mr. MuRPHY: Hear, hear! I quite agree 
wrth you. 

Mr. THORN: I give the Minister for Rail
ways credit for having done a lot of good for 
Queensland. He ha.s raised the pay of the 

lower-grade servants of the Rail
[8 p.m.] way Department; he is also 

going to pay the casual hands. 
6d: a day more than the othBrs; but I 
thmk the permanent hands, wo.rking by the 
sweat of ,their brow, should get as much as 
the casual hands. And when he raises the 
pay of the men working on our railways, 
what about the farmer and the freight on his 
produce? Why not make a reduction in 
fares and freig-hts now there- is a big surplus? 
And I would like to make a suggestion to 
the Minister for Lands. Why not give the 
young men and women of Queensland the 
chance of gettmg homesteads? Thos,e who 
took up homesteads in the pa,st have been the 
backbone of the country; and I hold that 
every farmer's son should get a ·fair piece of 
land at a fair price-. I think we should revert 
to the homestead prinl5iple-2s. 6d. an acre
as soon as possible. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER: They won't give 
homesteads. 

Mr. THORN: I don't see why they should 
not give homesteads. They are giving prickly
pear holdings, and they are making them too 
large; and in a few years a good many of 
those holdings will revert to the Crown. I 

lffr. Thorn.] 
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.am not going to be a prophet like the hon. 
member for Flinders, who prophesied that 
we were going to be independent in a .few 
vears. 
· I11r. MAY : I did not say " a few years." 

i\Ir. 'I'I"!ORN: I think every consideration 
should be given to the boni't fide selector. 
For the last six years I have been in a district 
where there is prickly pear. \Ve have had a 
commission appointed la.tely. 

Mr. MANN: They should have put you on 
the Commission. 

Mr. THORN: It would have been better 
to put the hon. member on, because he knows 
.a lot about the pricks. (Laughter.) What
ever the commission may do, prickly pear 
.can only be destroyed by fire or water, or 
poison, or by burying it. Now, I would like 
to throw out a few suggestions to the Minister 
for Agriculture. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear·! 

Mr. THORN: I have a volume of letters 
written by different people in the State. 
Our butter export last year amounted to over 
£1,000,000, and we have been fighting hard 
to put the industry on a. good footing. I am 
not blaming the present Minister for Agri
culture; but the Courier says the department 
is always asleep. I believe the hon. gentle· 
man is g·oing to right it, and I will throw out 
.a few good ~uggestions from the ·farmer's 
point of view. The first regulation in connec
tion with the butter industry I have been 
fighting for eight or nine years-the one 
dealing with cream under the 35 per cent. test. 
If it is under 35 per cent., a man is brought 
to the court and fined a. large sum in some 
instances. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: A good job, too. 

Mr. THORN: No manager of a co-operative 
company will say it is a good job. I can send 
cream to Ipswich, and if it is only 25 per cent. 
get as good a price as the man whose cream 
is 40 per cent. If they to put the butter 
industry on a good .footing, them grade all 
cream and pay a man for he sends. Do 
not allow a man to send cream with a 42 per 
cent.' test, and oozing out of the cans. I 
know in my electorate where cream is leaving 
the Cooyar district and going to the Lowood 
district to be made into butter, and it is 
oozing out of How can it be made 
into first-class think the Agricul· 
tural Department condemn it before 

, it is made into butter. 
Mr. ALLEN: They condemn it at the 

factories. 
Mr. THORN: Thcv 

Now I am speaking· my 
condemning it. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. LENNON: A candid critic ! 

Mr. THORN: The last letter I read was 
from the expert who examined the butter at 
the last show of the Royal Society in New 
South Wales. He said it was actually worse 
than last year-more fishy; that some of it 
was very good, but the majority was bad. 

Mr. ALLEN; Was that Queensland b;:ttter? 

Mr. THORN: Some of it was Queens
land-some New South Wales butter. I 
say also that it should be compulsory for 
people to send their cream to the creameries 
in their own district. Let us see how they 
do m Denmark. They all have their own 
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creameries; they do not send the cream 
miles to have it manufactured. They, make 
real good butter and get top price. 

Mr. MuRPHY: You believe in competition. 

Mr. THORN: Competition is the life of 
trade. I behove in competition ; but I 
maintain that cream should be sent to the 
local factory so long as the local factory 
gives a man a fair deal. If the Minister 
and his inspectors find that the local fac
tories are not giving men a fair deal, let a 
man go where he likes. I have not spoken 
to the Premier on the· subject; but I know 
that he has been spoken to. He has been a 
butter manufacturer himself, and he knows 
all about it. A deputation waited on the 
Minister a few months ago about a tick 
inspector to be placed on the Range to 
keep ticks off the Downs. I believe that if 
there were 100 tick inspectors, or even 200 
tick inspectors, they would not stop ticks 
from going over the Range; but if he or 
his inspector found a man travelling cattle 
with ticks on them he should be fined. 
Where I live, at the head of the Brisbane 
River, who brought the first ticks? It was 
the large cattle-men; and the small men 
have to suffer-the small farmer with 
twenty or thirty head-the man who has 
been trying his best to get a nice little herd 
together. The sooner a fine is put on people 
found driving cattle with ticks the better 
it will be. This is a serious question to the 
whole of the Darling Downs. They have 
the ticks below the Range and about Bris
bane, and the dairymen have suffered great 
loss; and if the Minister would introduce a 
measure to give effect to my suggestion he 
would get support. The majority of these 
tick inspectors are riding about not looking 
for ticks, but for something else. (Laugh
ter.). Coming back to the Railway Depart
ment, there is a. matter I forgot to mention. 
Though the pay of the casual hands has 
been ra!sed, the pay of station-masters below 
a certam amount has not been raised. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER: Nor the clerks. 

Mr. THORN: There is a .ticket clerk at 
Toowoomba. who gets more than the station
master at Goombungee or Meringandan or 
Craw's Nest. 'What inducement is there for 
a man to qualify himself to rise in the de
partment? These station-masters are in 
responsible positions. Not onlv are they on 
duty forty-eight hours a week, they are 
there for good, from daylight till dark; and 
they are responsible for a. certain amount 
of cash. I think it was an oversight em the 
part of the Minister not to increase the 
salaries of these men. I again say that I 
do _not care who has been _working in the 
Rarlwa.y Department-! thmk he has as 
much right to consideration as those under 
him. My hon. friend the member for Flin
ders said he would like to see the salaries of 
members increased. As far as I am con
cerned, I should like to see them increased 
or done away with altogether, as I do not 
think £300 is a fit salary for a member of 
this House. I know very well that there 
are members on this side of the House who 
do not require the £300 and who can afford 
to give it away, and' I can assure hon. 
members that ever since I have been in the 
House my £300 goes pretty well before I 
know I have it. (Laughter.) However I 
do not propose to detain the House longer. 
I have only to add that when the Bills 
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>V?me b;':fore us I s~all give them every con
.s!deratwn. One B1ll in particular I intend 
to oppose as hard as I can. 

An HoNOURABLE :ME}!BER: The PolicE' 
•Offences Bill? 

Mr. FOLEY Like other 
members who have me, I should 
like to express my regret at the death of 
the late Speaker, and of the late Mr. 
Thallon, Oommissionet Railways, and 
to ~oice .my sympathy their bereaved 
fam1hes 111 their sad loss. am sorry that 
the hon. member for Moreton is not in his 
place at the present moment, as I desire to 
refer to some remarks he made the other 
night concerning the hysterical paragraphs 
which have appeared in the Brisbane news
papers, and, I suppose, the newspapers 
throughout Australia, with reference to the 
.alleged statement made by the Prime Minis
ter to Mr. Stead in London prinr to his 
leaving England. We all know that the 
gentleman who published that statement is 
·one of the most sensational journalists 
the world has ever known. The wonder to 
me is that any man who considers himself 
a sensible man should be led away by such 
.statements· as Mr. Stead is capable of pub
lishing. \Ve know that not so long ago Mr. 
Stead had practically the whole of Europe 
in arms over the statement that he made 
with regard to the Czar of Russia, and 
more recently over statements he made with 
regard to the navy of Germany. It does 
not matter what Mr. Stead takes in hand 
in order to raise a sensation, he generally 
succeeds in doing it. l'vly surprise is that a 
gentleman like the hon. member for More
ton should go out of his way to emphasise 
the statement that Mr. Stead alleges was 
made by Mr. Fisher, and endeavour to 
make political capital out of it. There is 
no doubt in my mind that the statement 
referred to was published with no other 
object than that of endeavouring to rouse 
public opinion against the Labour party in 
Australia-to cause dissension among the 
people and set them against the Labour 
party as a whole. But I am satisfied that 
the people have more sense than to credit 
Mr. Stead's statements or the paragraphs 
which have appeared in the various news
papers during the past week or more. The 
hon. member for JYioreton went out of his 
way to emphasise the statement attributed 
to Mr. Fisher, as if it had actually been 
made by that gentleman. While he was 
speaking some members on this side inter
jected, and suggested that he should delay 
his judgment in the matter until he had 
an opportunity of ascertaining whether Mr. 
Fisher actually made the statement attri
buted to him, but the hon. member would 
not accept that advice. It was well known 
by every member in this House that Mr. 
Fisher was on the sea at the time the sen
sational statement was published, and that 
he had had no opportunity of contradicting 
it. Neither could his colleagues contradict 
it, because they were not present at the 
alleged interview between Mr. Fisber and 
Mr. Stead; but Mr. Hughes went so far as 
to say that he would guarantee that the 
statement as published was never uttered 
by the Prime Minister. The hon. member 
for Moreton said-

'( The Governor in his 
cussing the question of 

starts by dis
great loyalty that 

has been manifested throughout the British 
En1pire in connection with the crowning of the 
King and Queen. He states-

" It was highly gratifyir,.g note the adml r-
able spirit with which the of Queensland 
joined in tile thanksgiving rejoicing that 
attended the coronation of our beloved King 
and Queen, and in the demonstrations of 
enthusiastic loyalty and devotion to their 
l\fajesties which on that great occasion took 
place in every portion of the E1npire." 
" Now, it is somewhat sad to think that, after 
all this rejoicing in connection with the 
coronation of the King, something should be 
said by the Prime Minister of Australia, 
which I think is no credit to himself, and 
certainly is no credit to Australia." 

There is a direct statement that the Prime 
Minister of Australia had made a certain 
statement which was no credit to himself 
or to Australia. The hon. member went on 
to say-

" Mr. Fisher is alleged to have said, in an 
interview with the editor of the ' Review of 
Reviews'"-

I shall not read all the statement, but the 
concluding part is-

" We don't expect an attack or contemplate 
independence, because, except as the riddance 
of the risk of being attacked by England's foe2, 
we gain nothing if we are as independent as 
any other sovereign State, and might lose 
much." 
" That is a statement which was made by Mr. 
Fisher in London just a few days before he 
left." 

The hon. member for Moreton, it will be 
observed, lays it down that the statements 
attributed to Mr. Fisher were actually 
uttered. Further on the hon. member said-

"I cannot understand a statement like that 
cmning from Ivir. Fisher after receiving most 
magnificent hospitality at the hands of the 
people of Great Britain. HorG is a gentleman 
who has been giving out In1perial sentiments 
ever since he went hmne, and, in spite of that, 
he winds up with giving utterance to sentiments 
absolutely opposed to the sentiments held by 
the people of Australia. 

"lVJr. LENNON: 
wait and hear his 

have been wise to 

But the hon. member did not think fit to 
wait. He simply repeated the statement, 
because it is well known to gentlemen of 
that character, and to journalists in parti
cular, that it takes a long time to catch a 
lie published in a and that the 
chances are that of the people 
who read the first would not see 
the contradiction, result that later 
on fruit is the untrue state~ 
ment. The for JY1oreton con-
tinued-

Those statements I to contradict on 
behalf of Mr. Fisher, on behalf of the 
whole Australian Labour because it 
is assumed in the remarks hon. mem-
ber that the Labour party are not loyal 
to the powers that be. I claim that we are 
just as loyal as any other party in Austra· 
lia, and I dissent from those remarks, and 
resent the accusation that the Labour party 
are wanting in loyalty to the powers that 
be. In yesterday's Courier we had a cable 
from Mr. Fisher himself, sent as soon as b,s 

Mr. Foley.] 
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was able to contradict the statement made 
by Mr. Stead. A message from Colombo 
says-

"Colombo, Saturday. 
"The Right Hon. A. Fisher. Prime Minister of 

Australia, who arrived here this morning fro1n 
England, showed considerable agitation on 
learning the sensation that had been caused by 
the report published in the ' Review of Reviews' 
of his interview with Mr. W. T. Stead, wh1ch 
he described as a grotesque misrepresentation. 
He immediately cabled for a fuller report of the 
interview. and later cabled to Mr. Stead, 
stating that tbe report of the interview was 
grossly misleading. ~lr. :F"~isher stated: "l\rir. 
Stead and I had a brief and hurried interview 
one morning, and, in answer to questions, I 
repeatEd to him what I have stated hundreds 
of times in public speeches in Australia, and 
recently in the United Kingdom-namely, our 
objective is peace among the nations of the 
world, and a policy of effective defence and 
unity among the British nations. This can best 
be attained and maintained by trusting His 
l\1ajesty's Governments in the United Kingdonl 
and the Dominions as responsible Ministers of 
tlle farnily of nations. The interview is not 
1nine, and is misleading in material points. 
The expression, " Haul down the fiag," has 
never entered my mind. "J;(eep the flag flying" 
is my ambition, with all its best traditions. 
Nor have I harboured any idea that Australia 
should breal< away from the Empire; nor do 
I wish to escape tbe duty of defending its 
honour. No one who knows me will believe 
that I used these words, nor anything like 
the1n: I spent much time in advocating a 
wider organisation of the nations who desire 
peace and industrial progress for the wel
fare of their people, and no nation and no flag 
stand higher for this idea than our own. I 
bad given Mr. Stead an interview of seven 
rninutes, at the niost, and have never seen a 
proof of the report, nor has 1ny secretary. 
Such expressions would not be disloyalty, but 
in~anity. They would be brutal and Inon.;;
trous." 1\!Ir. Fisher stated that he had received 
a cable 1nessage reporting l\'Ir. Hughes's state
ment on the interview, and he approved of it." 

A Melbourne telegram says-
" In making Mr. Fisher's message public, Mr. 

Hughes said: " This cable sets forth in lan
guage thq_t no one can pretend to Inisunderstand 
what every sensible man ar..ticipated must be 
Nir. :B""ishe.r's explanation of l\1r. Stead's sn
called interview. I venture to say that it is 
characterised by a moderation of language 
which tho brevity enforced by the cable con1-
panies' t<:triffs alone explains and even justifies. 
When IVIr. Fisher calls :Mr. Stead's reported 
interview grotesque, he cran1ps into one word 
every epithet of ridicule, denunciation, and 
contempt that every fair-1ninded man must feel 
towards one who has so indecently vilified him. 
I shall add nothing to what Mr. Fishtr bas 
said, save to express on bE!half of my colleagues 
and party what very great pleasure it gives us 
to know that this attack but serves to heighttm 
1'Ir. Fisher's reputation, and an1ply warrants 
our emphatic belief in the absurdity of attri
buting such staten1ents to hiln." 

That statement should be enough to make 
the hon. member for Moreton hide his head 
for the rest of the time he is in Parliament, 
or at least to bring from him an apology 
to the Prime Minister for the statement he 
made in this Chamber last Thursday night. 
I find that our Premier also went ont of his 
way to emphasise this matter, for in the 
same newspaper appears the following para
graph:-

HAUL DOWN THE FLAG: 

PHEMIER AND MR. FISHER'S INTERVIEW. 
"The Hon. D. F. Denham made reference on 

Saturday at Hatton Vale to the re.ported state
ments of Mr. Fisher, published by Mr. Stead. 
He said he doubted very much whether Mr. 
Fisher uttered the words attributed to him. He 
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preferred to wait until he could See the· 
original, and see whether any colour had beon 
imparted to the utterance, before expressing 
any opinion. But, if Mr. Fisher did say any 
such things, there was not a man or won1an ill 
Australia who would not deem it their duty w 
hurl him from his place of power." 

While the Premier would have been per
fectly justified in making that statement,· if 
he found that Mr. Fisher had used the 
words attributed to him, I say he should 
have waited to find out the truth or other
wise of the statement before publicly dealing 
with it in that way. It was simply giving 
a back-handed hit at a man behind his 
back, 8.nd not giving him a chance to defend 
himself. 'I'he hon. gentleman got in this 
thrust, practicaily telling the people that if 
it was not true it was not hiti fault. Actions 
of this kind, like chickens, come home to 
roost. I believe that the publication of 
those statements, and the hysterical howlings 
and wailings of Ihe Press, will rebound on 
those who nsed them at the next election, 
and that as a result the Labour party will 
come ont stronger than ever it was before. 
At least I hope so, and I believe that it 

will be so. Dealing with the 
[8.30 p.m.] Address in Reply, I just want to 

call attention to several Bills that 
have been put forward by the Government, 
and hope that some of them will be passed 
into law this session. I notice that His 
Excellency in his Speech calls attention to 
the lamentable loss of the "Yongala," which 
took place in March last off the Northern 
coast of Queensland. H.e says here-

" No event of late years has excited a sorrow 
more sincere or n1ore widely felt than the loss,. 
in a terrific hurricane, of the fine steamer 
"Yongala," with all her passengers, officers, 
and crew." 

I am in a position to yerify every word of 
that statement, Lecause I was iiving in the 
midst of that great sorrow and grief, and 
it wanted to be witnessed to be believed
the sorrow and grief that was spread right 
throughout the whole of Townsville over the 
loss of this vessel in such a severe hurri
cane. Knowing these people as I did for 
many years, in the habit of seeing them 
every day, and to find them cast awv,y at a 
moment's notice without any chance of 
saving themselves cast such a gloom over 
Townsville that will not be forgotten for 
n1any years to co1ne. An1ongst the number 
were Mr. and Mrs. Rooney, very old inhabi
tants of Townsville, and their daughter, 
and their loss was bemoaned and bewailed 
by almost every person in the community. 
Then the two nurses from the General Hos
pital were amongst those who were lost. 
'l'hey were known to practically every man 
and woman in the place, and they were 
spoken of in the highest terms by many 
men and women who had been in the hos
pital while thev were there. Their death 
was regretted exceedingly by the whole com
munity. I was sorry to read a statement by 
the Premier, the Hon. IVlr. Denham, in the· 
papers shortly after the wreck, when speak
ing on the referenda proposals. He en
deavoured to make some capital out of the 
accident, by saying, by innuendo, that the 
Federal Government were to blame for the· 
loss of the "Yongala," by the fact that 
they did not light the coast, forgetting at 
the time that they had not taken over the 
lighting qf the coast, although they had full 
power to do so. The Federal Government 
really had nothing to do with the lighting 
of the coast at that time, and the Premier 
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knew that very well. He was reported by 
the papers to have insinuated that the acci
dent was caused through the Federal Go
vernment not lighting the coast. That 
statement differed very much from the 
speech he made in this House the other 
day on the Address in Reply, when he was 
dealing with this very question. He said 
here-

" I am quite sure that if all the lights of 
Australia were concentrated on the coast on 
that nig-ht they could not have been of any 
avail." 

That is a very different statement, but a 
most truthful statement, as if all the lights 
in Australia had been concentrated on that 
night on the coast between Whitsunday 
Passage and Townsville they could not have 
saved the ill-fated "Yougala" from the 
doom she met. I certainly objected to the 
Premier, or any supporters of his, using 
that as an argument to secure votes at the 
referenda on the 26th April last. There is 
another thing that perhaps our own Go
vernment might be called upon to rectify 
against similar accidents taking pla.ce in 
future, because we never know the time 
when such an accident may happen again. 
We have lived so long in the North without 
having such an accident th11t we had begun 
to think thut it vras not possible for such a 
disaster take place so n8ar the coast; but, 
anyhow, did take place, and the ''Yon-
gala" was wrecked. Now, when the "Yon
gala" was overdue, it was found that the 
harbour-master in Townsville did not have 
a vessel sufiiciently stable to go out to look 
for the "Y onga.la.'' He was quite willing 
to go, and he might have been the means 
of saving some life or seen some signs of the 
vessel, if he had been able to go out. The 
'' Yongala" \Vas due in Townsville on Fri
day morning, and nothing was done to look 
for her till Saturday afternoon, when two of 
the Adelaide Company's vessels went out to 
make inquiries. They thought she might be 
sheltering behind some islands, or perhaps 
have a broken propeller-shaft and want some 
a·ssistance. They could not believe it pos
sible that the vessel went down with all 
hands. It was not till Monday that they 
began to believe that the vessel went down 
with all hands. On Monday the Premier 
took it upon himself to order every facility 
to be given to endeavour to find out the 
wreck, and, if possible, save any lives that 
might be on the islands or in the vicinity. 
The· harbour board's tug-boat "Alert" was 
sent out with her crew to search the islands 
and reefs. As a matter of fact, several life
buoys were picked up, and no one knows 
whether those lifebuoys left tho steamer with 
anyone in them or not. But if the harbour
master in Townsville had a boat big 
enough to go out, the chances are that he 
would have been able to save somebody who 
was floating around in those lifebuoys. \V e 
know it is possible for a man in a lifebuoy 
to live in a sea for a long time, but when 
he gets exhausted he has to let go. I am 
not saying that there was anyone in the 
li-febuoys, but it points in that direction, 
and the lifobuoys had no one in them when 
they were picked up two or three days 
after the loss of the vessel was reported. 
The Premier promised when he was in 
Townsville to buy a new tug-boat for the 
port, and I believe that one has been pur
chased, and it will replac0 the small boat 
that is there now. 

The TREASURER: The " Champion" is going 
tnere. 

1911-z 

Mr. FOLEY: Captain Mackay, the Port
master, told me that the " Champion" was 
going. there instead .of the "Woy Woy," as 
he smd the "Champwn" would be more suit
able for T'ownsville. 

The TREASURER : Tho " W oy W oy" was not 
purchased for Townsville. 

Mr. FOLEY: At any rate, I am glad that we 
are to have a bigger boat than the harbour
master had before. I know that at times it 
was ridiculous to send ont the harbour-master 
and crew to the neighbouring lighthouses, as 
far as Cape Bowling Green, to supply food to 
them every month. They practically carried 
tJ:teir lives in their hands, but, as they said, 
t11ey were mstructed to go, and they had to 
go. Another paragraph of the Speech reads-

.. Though the census recently taken shows that 
our population greatly increased during the 
past decade, yet It is increasing at a rate 
eon1mensurate with requirements of our 
thriving and rapidly expanding industries." 

W.e know there have bBfln a good many im
ITIJgrants commg mto Queensiand. The pre
sent Government, like the past Government, 
~re s~en~1ng_ an ?nor1nous arn.ount of money 
rn brmgmg Hnm,grants to tins country but 
our population is increasing in that ~atio, 
or to that extent, we should expect it. 
I was reading the speech of an hon. member 
in another place, and he said it was a well
known fact that not only dozens or scores, 
but hundreds of the immigrants brought out 
to Queensland were shifting on to New South 
Wales and Victoria, and the result of that is 
that we are spending a lot of money to in
crease the population of New South Wales and 
Victoria. As an Australian I do not object to 
that, but as a Queenslander, who has got to 
pay his share of the taxation of Queensland, 
I object to our money heing spent to bring 
out 1mmrgrants to go to New South Wales 
and Victoria. I suggest that the immigrants 
should be put on to the land, where they would 
have something to occupy their minds instead 
of knocking around the towns looking for 
work, as they are more likely to shift away to 
another Stat? to get a job if they do that. We 
are undergomg a very severe strike in the 
sugar industry in Queensland at present; the 
sugar-planters are bringing mBn up from the 
South to fill the vacancies caused by the men 
on strike, and nearly every ship that comes 
up from the South has men on board to take 
thB place of the strikers. We have been read
ing in the Press, not only in Queensland but 
in New South Vi'ales, that is a shor:tage 
of labour in the States, a commission 
was appointed in Ne"7 South Wales to find 
out where the shortage took place. Employ
ers of labour gave evidence bfore that com
mission, and stated that they were hard 
pres.sed for men to carrv on their industries. 
I had an opportunity of ··waiting on two boat
loads of people that came up from the South 
to go on to thB northern sugar fields to work 
and on meeting the men on the "Bingera ,; 
last Thursday night I pointed out to them the 
foolishness of taking the place of men who 
were fighting fo·r better conditions. The men 
said to me, " What would you do if you had 
been idle for months and months, and if you 
knew that hundreds and thousands of men in 
New South Wales and Victoria arc now look
ing for work ·and cannot gBt it? What would 
you do if you were one of them, and work 
was offering in Queensland? Would you not 
accept it? " If that is the state of affairs if 
there are hundreds and thousands of men' in 
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Victoria and New South Wales, as those men 
toLd me, who cannot get work, and who ar,e 
starving for the want of work, then why--

Mr. D. HUNTER: Is that the state of affairs 
in Now South Wales? 

Mr. FOLEY: That is the statement of men 
who came from New South \Vales and 
Victoria. 

Mr. D. HUNTER: And a Labour Goverr:
ment in power ! 

Mr. FOLEY: Yes, a Labour Government 
in power. There are hundreds and thousands 
of men in Victoria and New South Wales 
who are literally starving for the want of 
work, and they are being driven to blackleg 
and scab on men in Queensland. If that is 
the state of affairs, where is the necessity of 
the Government to spend thousands of pounds 
to bring men out here? 'rhat is a statement 
I would like some members on the front 
Treasury bench to reply to. Now, I went on 
board the " Grantala" yesterday, and there 
were about fifty men on board going up to 
Townsville and Mackay, who had been en
gaged by the Colonial Sugar Refining Com
pany in Melbourne to go to North Quensland 
to work in the sugar-fields. I interviewed one 
of those men, and he told me preoi·sely the 
same story-that there were hundreds and 
thousands of men in Victoria and New South 
Wales who were literally starving for the want 
of work. I do not know whether that is the 
excuse they have for the dirty action they are 
taking in going to North Queensland to take 
the places of men who are fighting for better 
conditionS', but he distinctly stated there are 
thousands of men who cannot get work, _and 
consequently they are forced to come up here. 
That is one of the best arguments why the 
Government should at once discontinue its 
immigration policy and find work for those 
men who are here, and then, if they are 
really short of labour, that will be the time 
to bring people from the old country. Some 
of those young fellows whom I met yesterday 
told me that they had not been in New So~1th 
Wales for more than four months, and durmg 
that time they had been unable to work. 

Mr. D. HUNTER: Who brought out? 
Mr. FOLEY : The Queensland Govemment, 

I suppose. They bring them to Queensland, 
and, as they cannot find work here, they are 
driven to New South Wales. As the Hon. 
Mr. Norton said in another place last week, 
it, is well known that there are scores and 
hundreds of immigrants brought out by the 
Queensland Government who afterv~ards. drift 
down to New South Wales and Vwtona. I 
am not saying anything against the fact that 
they are coming to Australia. What I do 
say is that I object to Queensland paymg for 
New South Wale·s and Victoria immigrants. 

Mr. D. HUNTER: You just told us that they 
come back. 

Mr. FOLEY: There is another way of 
increasing our population which our Govern
ment do not seem to take any interest in at 
all. There is what we call natural increase 
of population. This is becoming a _burning 
question not only m England, but m m~ny 
parts of Europe, and they are not allowmg· 
bachelors in some countries, or at least they 
are going to put a tax on them. For the 
edification of some hon. members who seem 
to be smiling, I will just read a statement by 
the Rev. Father Vaughan in the old country 
on this question. He said-

" During the past thirty years England has 
slid down the birth-rate decline more rapidly 
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than any other European nation. On the sign
posts along the " broad way that leadeth i..o 
destruction" he read the warning :-1876: 
England's birth rate per 1,000, 36 ; that of 
France, 26. 1911: English birth 28 ; 
Freuch, 18. But for the toiling the 
shrinkage would be far worse." 

We h'ltve other information which goes to 
show that this question is taking hold of the 
people, not only in England, but in other 
parts of the world. Here is a manifesto 
issued by the National Council on Public 
Morals. It deals with the decline in the 
birth rate, and reads as follows :-

" Many causes, old and new, are conducing 
to the evasion of the great obligations of 
parenthood, and the degradation of the mar
riage tie ; evidence of this being found to 
some extent in the decline of the birth rate." 

This decline in the birth rate was always 
attributed to the socialist and the Labour 
party, but here we have evidence which 
shows it is not only the Labour party who 
are responsible for the decline in the birth 
rate. The manifesto also says-

•• The circulation of pernicious literature.
Our youth of both sexes is in danger of being 
corrupted by the circulation of pernicious 
literature for which no defence can be offere•1 
-a circulation which has to-day reached a:1 
extent and developed a subtle suggestiveness 
without parallel in the past. This is an evil 
that can be controlled, and so long as we 
knowingly permit it to continue the serious 
consequences lie at our door." 

I recommend that statement to members of 
the Government, and ask them to seriously 
consider the matter and see if they can do 
anything to prevent the falling birth rate by 
acting on the statements contained therein. 
A suggestion was thrown out by the munici
pality of Lyons, in France, to tax bachelors. 
This is of recent date, and is as follows :-

" 'l'he municipality of Lyons has imposed a 
tax of ten francs a head on marriageable 
bachelors, with a 5 per cent. tax on their rents 
when over £10 a month, to help a fund for 
assisting large families." 

That is a statement that might be taken 
notice of by our own Government, because I 
say men who come to Queensland and have 
large families should have some recognition 
by the Government to enable them to live in 
the country when they do come here. I 
would suggest that they give them a grant of 
land and assist them to form a settlement, so 
that it would encourage men with families to 
come along to Queensland. I read in a letter 
some time ago where a man in Queensland 
wrote home advising his friends to stop where 
they were and not to sell their farms and 
come to Queensland, because the conditions 
in Queensland were such that if they took up 
a farm here they could not grow enough 
grass on it to feed a bandicoot. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He was a 
pessimist. 

Mr. FOLEY: Here is another stateme1;1t 
on the same question-

" Captain lVIaire, president of the Large 
Families League, and himself the father of 
eleven, outlines (says the Paris correspondent 
of the "Daily Mail") the demands of the 
league in the n Matin." He quotes figures 
showing that 1,804,710 French homes have no 
children, that 2,966,171 have only one child, 
and that 2,661,978 have only two children. 
"Without the 3,800,000 families with three 
or more children," he says " France would be 
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11 skeleton. These families are both the prin
ecipa1 force and the creditors of the country." 
The league urges that taxation be ren1itted on 
:the birth of a fourth child ; that all State 
'' favours " and patronage be reserved for the 
me1nbers of large fa1nilies: that the number 
Df a State employee's children shall count 
ltov,rards his promotion ; that scholarships be re
served for children of nun1eroua families ; and 
that the Government legislate immediately to 
help the members of the league. " Where is 
the money to come from?" asks Captain Maire, 
and answers, " Single persons of the bearded 
sex come forth ! You are the dtones of the 
-hive, from selfish n1otives and of set purpose. 
You are the barren trees. France is dying 
for lack of births. Pay up ! " 

'That is the suggestion of Captain Maire, 
who is a Frenchman. However, I read this 
to show how the question of the empty 
cradle is taking hold of the people in the 
old country as it has done lately in Austra
lia, and 'something should be done by the 
-Governments in Australia to help this thing 
along. We have here another quotation, 
and then I am done with that subject. It 
says here-

" The endowment of motherhood and the taxa
tion of bachelors are the chief provisions of 
a Bill introduced in the Illinois (U.S.A.) 
·senate by Senator Beall, popularly known as 
" the Stork Mayor of Alton." The Bill pro
vides that every bachelor over thirty-five years 
of age who cannot show good and sufficient 
reasons unfitting him for matrimony shall pay 
a yearly tax of £2. F'or the encouragement 
of motherhood, the Bill provides the payment 
'by the State of £20 to the mother of each 
·child born within two years after marriage, 
and for each additional child born every two 
y£ars afterwards. For twins a State premium 
of £40, and for triplets £60 will be furnished." 

'These quotations are only to show that the 
decline in birth rate in the old country is 
causing some agitation. We now come to 
the statement in the Speech about the ques
tion of erecting additional sugar-mills in 
North Queensland. I wish to say, in con
'firmation, that there is a great demand in 
North Queensland for extra sugar-mills. As 

matter of fact, in the Johnstone River 
has been an agitation for many years 

a sugar-mill. I know some nine years 
ago, when I was a candidate for the Herbert 
seat in opposition to Sir Alfred Cowley, the 
people in Johnstone River were very 
-anxious to get a central mill erected at 
Darradgee. They had been promised a mill 
for _many years, and it had been held out 
as a sort of bunch of carrots for the Govern
ment at every election-if the Government 
candidate was returned they would get the 
advance. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Was the 
advance on account of the bunch of oar
rots? 

Mr. FOLEY: From what I learned of the 
people there, they were prepared to put up 
all the land in their possession-sufficient 
to cover the cost of the mill twice or three · 
times over-but they never got a mill, and 
the general opinion there was that it was 
on account of the Colonial Sugar Refining 
Company holding a monopoly of the crushing 

business in that district. That wa.s 
[9 p. nl-] one of the conditions on which I 

was accepted as a candidate-that 
I would do all in my power to get the 
·Government to advance the money to ere~t 
the mill : and so serious were the people m 
-this matter that they supported me-a 
stranger in the district-against Sir Alfred 
·Cowley, and when the election came off I 

got a majority i;, Gcraldton-a thing that 
happened before to anyone opposing 

Alfred Cowley. That mill is not erected 
yet, though ,thex:e is a~undance ?f sugar 
land m the wcanty to ,,eep a mrll -going 
tho whole season. I notice that the buga 
Commrssron recommended the erection of 
a mill at Darraclgee; and I hope the Go
vernment will see their way to carry out 
the suggestion-either that or build one mill 
between the Mulgrave and the Darradgee, 
which was suggested as an alternative by 
the senior member for Townsville. 

LENNON : Better stick to the proposals 
as are. 

Mr. FOLEY: Yes; the mill at Darradgee 
would be better. One of the oldest residents 
in Geraldton asked me if I was going to 
give them the central mill. He said, " I 
will never believe it until I see it on the 
tender coming up the Johnstone River-we 
have been promised it so often." In the 

paragraph of the Speech, His Excel
says-

" It is the intention of my advisers to intro
duce at an early date two measures which 
would have been presented last session had 
time permitted-a Liquor Bill and a Police 
Offences Bill." 

I do not intend to deal with the Police 
Offenceo Bill at present, but I intend to 
say a word or two in connect.ion with the 
Licensing Bill; and I would like to quote 
from a synopsis of the Bill I have in my 
possession to find out if the Government in
tend to bring in such a Bill as they have 
foreshadowed in this synopsis. I may say 
that the synopsis came into my possession 
three or four months ago; and I was at a 
loss to understand how some people could 
get information not supplied to others. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Did you 
get that thruugh the secret intelligence 
department? 

Mr. FOLEY: I was .under the impression 
that Bills to be presented to Parliament 
would be circulated to members first, or as 
soon as they were read a firsi time. This 
is the synopsis presented to a certain bod v 
to get their opinion and see if it would 
suit them before the Bill was introduced bv 
the Government- ' 

" It is understood the synopsis of this 
discussed at a recent caucus meeting of 
Gover1:ment members contained the following 
p?ovisions, viz. :-

"1. 
"2. 

"3. 

"4. 

"5. 

"6. 

"7. 

"8, 
"9, 

"10. 

"11. 
"12. 

"13. 

Local option on State electoral roll. 
Polls triennial on following questions: 
Continuance, reduction, and increase 
of licenses. 
Foils to be taken on a day other than 
day of State parlia1nentary election. 
If reduction is carried, 25 per cent. to 
be closed three years after polL 
Compensation to be paid with respect 
to houses closed, fron1 a fund to be 
provided by owners of hotels and 
licensees, on the Victorian basis. 
Heavy penalties for Sunday trading 
and trading during prohibited hours. 
Increased license fees on rental basis, 
from £15 to £100 per annum, 
Houses to be closed at 10 p.m. 
Barmaids to cease work at 9 p.m. 
Only police magistrate on licensing 
bench. 
No license to be granted to grocers. 
Clubs to be closed same hours as 
hotels. 
Bill to be a non-party one." 

I de not intend to discuss that synopsis just. 

lJ[ r. Foley.] 
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now; but if we get such a Bill as is there 
foreshadowed I think it will meet with the 
approva:J of a large number of hon. mem
bers. I see further down in the Speech that 
the Government are going to introduce Bills 
for the construction of more railways. Last 
session we passed railways that will cost 
within a fraction of £10,000,000; but up to 
the present very few of those railways have 
been started; and I would point out to the 
Minister-as I pointed out to him on his 
visit to Townsville two or three months 
ago-that there are a large number of men 
waiting for the starting of the Northern 
line-men with plants for small contracts. 

Mr. THORN: Do you believe in contracts? 

Mr. FOLEY: No, but the Government 
do; and these men are waiting with their 
plants in the hope that the Ingham-Towns
ville Railway will be started in the near 
future. When the han. gentleman was in 
Townsville I a'!ked him when it would be 
started, and at first he would not tell me, 
but at the finish he said he thought it would 
be in two months' time. I know the survey 
of 35 miles has been finished more than four 
months, and that would be sufficient to make 
a start from the Townsville end. In fact, a 
start could have been made three months 
ago. We had a prolong(•d wet season, and 
I was holding that as a reason for the 
delay; but we have now had three months 
of fine weather, and no reasonable excuse 
for not commencing the line. The Govern
ment has authority to borrow £10,000,000 for 
railway construction, and £2,000,000 of that 
amomit has been borrowed. Then why has 
the work not been started? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: For the 
same reason that other sections have not 
been started- because we are not ready. 
When we are ready we will start. 

Mr. FOLEY: But when are you going to 
be ready? The Minister may flippantly say, 
"We are not ready." 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Not any 
more flippant than you, and with a great deal 
more knowledge of the subject. 

Mr. FOLEY: I would like the public to 
get more information as to why these railways 
have not been started. While I am at one 
with those who are in favour of plenty o£ rail
way construction, I object to money being 
voted and surveys made and then the work 
being delayed while there are hund.reds of 
men waiting foc the work to start.. If the 
Minister can show good reason for the delay 
we shall have to accept it, but I have heard 
no valid reason. I would like to see the rail
ways already passed proceeded with before 
we pass any more. I do not think I will 
delay the House any longer. I understand 
that all the promised Bills will come up in 
due course, unless they are amongst the 
.slaughtered i'nniocents at .the end of the 
session. Last year we ha,d a pretty good 
programme, but ha.lf of the most important 
measu.res promised were relegated to the 
waste-paper basket, and I think something 
similar will happen to some of the Bills on 
the programme this year. We have here 
some very good and democratic measures, if 
they are only brou,-ht forward and placed en 
the statute-book. We have, for instance, the 
State Education Act Amendment Bill, the 
Sugar Works Bill, the Factories and Shops 
Act Amendment Bill, the Wages Boards Act 
Amendment Bill, and the Health Act Amend-

[ Mr. Foley. 

ment Bill. All those measures require discus-
5ion and amendment, and I think they could 
be made very good Bills if we only get a 
chance to discuss them and make suggestions 
tCJ the Government for their improvement. 
But if they are to be relegated to the dust
heap at the end of the session, then it is only 
so much "pap " presentmg them in this pro
gramme. With regard to tho Inspection of 
i\.fachin&ry Bill, I wish to point out that 
permits have been granted to men in th& 
North to take charge of machinery, that they 
have held those permits for years, and have 
never bothered about going up for examina
tion to get a certificate. As a matter of fact 
many of the men who hold such permits 
could not pass an examination. I hold that 
the inspector should be instructed to that 
no man's permit lasts longer than day 
that he has an opportunity of presenting liim
·self for examination-that is, until the date 
when the board sits in his particular district; 
and I hope there will be an amendment of 
the Act in that direction. With reference to 
the Bill to amend the Workers' Dwellings Act, 
I trust that it will be brought forward this 
s&ssion. There rure many people in the 
North who ar.e now beginning to take an 
interest in that measure. It was not verv 
much understood in Townsville until I took 
up a copy of the Act and explained it to 
some people who were inquiring about it, 
but now a good numbe,r of people want to 
know all the particulars of the Act and 
its operation. I trust that the proposed Bill 
will benefit a large number of workers by 
assisting peirsons who cannot by means of 
their own get a home for themselves. If that 
is done, and we put a number of the promised 
measures on th& statute-book in an amended 
form, we shall do good work for the State. 
In conclusion, I am grateful to the House 
for listening to me so patiently, and I hope 
tbat the work done this session will redound 
to the credit of all the members of the House .. 
(Hear, hear!) 

Mr. RYAN (Batcoo): In common 
other members who have addressed 
selves to this motion, I desire to express my 
regret at the loss which this House ha.s suf
fered through the death of the late Speaker, 
and at the same time to congratulate von, 
Sir, upon the manner in which you have. dis
charged the duties of Speaker since you have 
been appointed to that high and honourable 
position. Since we last met many changes 
have taken place. The thought that occurs 
to me is that the scene has changed. There 
has passed away from us Mr. Kidston, the 
late Premier, who has been elevated-if I may 
use that term-to the position of a judge of 
the Land Court, and we hav·e three new 
Ministers in the Cabinet. And with this 
change there has come about a cha.nge in the 
policy of the Government. The hon. member 
for Eno,;rgera stated that it was the same 
policy with a different Government. I say 
it is a different Government, and it 
has a different policy. A-fter those chanc;es 
in the Ministry took place we had two by
elections-one at Rockhampton and anoth~r· 
at Enoggera, and since then we have had a 
by-election at Dalby. One would naturally 
expect when Mr. Kidston retired that the· 
electors of Rockhampton would sav whether 
or not they believed that the policy of the 
present Government was the same as the 
policy of the Government which he led, and, 
as we also naturally would expect, the con-



[l AUGUST.] .Address in Repl;'f. 357 

stituents in his old electorate said it was not 
the same by the fact that they returned Mr. 
A~amson to this House to represent the con
stituency formerly represented by Mr. Kid
stan. The voting in the electorate of Enog
gera al~o underwent a great change; there was 
a far bigger vote against the Ministerial candi
date in Enoggora than there was when Mr. 
Hawthorn was elected. Later st.ill we .found 
that in the electorate of Dalbv the Labour 
party made a great advance in the number of 
·supporters they had in that electorate. All 
this is an indication that the people of Queens
land, particularly the people of the electorate 
'':_~!Ch was formerly represented by Mr. 
K1dston. are decidedly of opinion that the 
policy of the Government has undergone a 
cha.nge. 

Mr. PETRIE: No, I don't think they say so .. 

Mr. RYAN: Since those elections we have 
had the Governor's Speech in opening this 
Parliament, and in that Speech we have an 
absolute admission tha.t the policy of the 
Government is changed, particularly with 
regard to the Trade Disputes Bill, and there 
is an absence of any promise that legislatio.n 
will be introduoed with regard to bringin.g 
about State insurance. 

J\1r. PETRIE: We want no political union in 
the Trade Disputes Bill. 

Mr. RYAN: All that I am contending now 
is that the policy which was placed before 
the people of Queensland by the late Premier 
is not the policy which is being placed before 
thB pBopJ.e of Queensland by the present Go
vernment. I maintain that the present Go
vernment have become more conservative, 
that they have retrogressed, and tha.t those 
people-and there are a considerable number 
in Queensland-who supported Mr. Kidston 
and his policy have now no alternativ·e but to 
withdraw their support from this Government 
and transfer it to the Labour pa~rty. As a 
matter of fact, I know that many people have 
transferred their sup9ort from that side of 
the Ho.use to the Labour party. 

M. PETRIE: Do you think you are Labour? 

Mr. RYAN: Yes. I am Labour, or I should 
not be speaking from the position which I now 
occupy. I think that statement can be ac
-cepted by memhers on bo,th sides of the 
House. It has been accepted by the electors 
who placed me here, and I think it will con
tiime to be aooepted by them. At all events 
I am prepared to allow my constituents to 
judge whether I a.m Labour or not. The Sec
retary for Public Instruction made a similar 
int<;rj~ction the other night, and I gave him 
a similar reply. It seems to me that some 
members oppo-site are somewhat uncomfort
able at my believing in Labour, and would 
rather have me on that side of the House 
believing in the principles advo,cated by th~ 
present Government. Now, passing to the 
programme placed before the House. I under
sta.nd that according to present parliamentary 
mstitutions we have party government, and 
that party Governments usually bring down a 
party programme·. What party measure. is 
tbere in the present proposals of the Govern
ment? I can see none. The Licensing Bill 
bas been spoken of, but that has not been 
brourrht down as a party measure. If any 
legislation is to be introd,wed to amend the 
Licensing Act, that legislation should be 
introduced as a party measure. and we sho.uld 
not have the Bill thrown on the table of the 
Rouse for members to pull hither a.nd thither, 

and do as they please with. I am sure that 
many people outside connected with the tem
perance organisations, and others connected 
with the liquor trade, think that the Govern
ment ought to have brought in that measure 
as a party measure. The fact that they have 
not done so is an evidence of weakness on 
the part o-f the Government. They are not 
strong enough to pass such a measure through 
the House as a. party measure, a.nd c·onse
quently their programme is to introduce mea
sures as non-party measures, so that they may 
continue to hold office. Their programme is 
a programme of shreds and patches, and 
they say to the House, " Now, do as you like 
with this measure; it does not matter whether 
vou brush it out or amend it; you can do as 
you like with it, but we are going to hold on 
to o.ffice.'' 

The PREMIER: In the last remark you are 
wholly right; in the former remark you are 
entirely wrong. 

Mr. RYAN: I do not hear the hon. gentle
man's remark. 

The PREMIER: Hansard has got it. 
JYlr. R.Y AN : I am very pleased to sBe that 

the hon. gentleman has walked out because I 
am telling him some home truths. But I 
think he might have had the courtesy to. 
repeat his interjection, even if Hansa.Td has 
got it. I have heard the hon. gent~eman 
complimented on the courtesy with whwh he 
carries on the business of the House, but I 
think he is wanting- in backbone. No matter 
what opinion we may have of the late Pre
mier's methocll o.f ca-rrying on the business of 
the House, I think everybody will ad~it 
that he had backbone. The present Premier 
is absolutely without backbone, and his pro
rrramme shows that tho Government are with
~ut backbone. It is a proper thing that there 
should be a reference in the Speech to the 
loss of the ill-fated "Yongala..'' There is no 
doubt that every man, woman, and child in 
Queensland who knows the facts of that wreck 
laments the said affair. I think the leader 
of the Opposition acted rirrhtly in quoting 
what the Premier said at Townsville about 
that unfortunate occurrence when he wished 
to make political capital out of the event 
against the Labour Government in the Federal 
Parliament. Though the leader of the Oppo
sitio.n quoted what the hon. member said on 
that occasion, I think it is worth while quoting 
it ag"ain. The hon. gentleman is reported in 
the CTowrtsville Bulletin to ha.ve said-

" During the course of his ren1arks, Mr. Den
bam said that whilst he had no desire to make 
nolitical .canital out of such a grave disaster 
as that which happened to the "Yongala," still 
he could not but feel that the Commonwealtn 
Government were far from being entirely 
exonerated. The Constitution specifically set 
out that they (the Commonwealth Government) 
had power to control all lighthouses, light
ships, beacons, buoys, etc. During the years 
that had elapsed since federation, there had 
been a steady and rapid growth in our shipping, 
both in regard to the and nnn10.;:r 
of ships trading along coast. Yet the 
Commonwealth GovernnJent had done 3bso
lutely nothing to improve the coast lighting." 

Is that not an attempt to make political 
capital out of a misstatement? The Common
wealth Government had not taken over the 
control of the lighting. There is a provision 
in the Commonwealth Constitutio.n Act to 
the effect that the control of the lighting. is 
only to be taken over from a certain date, 
and I sfiall quote that provision for the benefit 

lib . .Ryan.l 
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o.f the PremiBr. I have no doubt that Hansard 
will get it, and the hon. gentleman can read 
it in Hansard if he is too busy to remam m 
the House while I am referring to it. Section 
69 of the Constitution Act says-

" On a date or dates to be proclaimed by the 
Governor-General after the establi.sb.u1(:'n:: of 
the Commonwealth, the following departments 
of the public service in each Btat,~ ~"'nr-dl t,c
come transferred to the Con1mon .ve:alth : -~ 

" Posts, telegraphs, and telephones ; 
" Naval and military defence; 
" Lighthouses, lightships, beacons, and 

buoys; 
" Quarantine." 

Now, there has been no proclamation that 
these things have been taken 

[9.30 p.m.] over by the Commonwealth. 
They have not been taken over, 

and the Premi<er should have known that 
when he made the remarks· he did. I think 
it is due to him to explain what he meant 
by making such remarks as those. A similar 
line of conduet was used in the Dalby elec
torate. Politio'11 capital was endeavoured 
to be made out of what the late Speaker 
would have desired if he had remained 
alive, and in the most unscrupulous fashion. 
I know, from having been out there myself, 
that the late Spe>:~ker was greatly used in 
order to get support for the Ministerial can
didate for Dalby, and used in a way that 
I do not think anyone el~e would have done. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : You 
made some extraordinary statements when 
you were there. 

Mr. RYAN: The hon. gentleman might 
remind me what they are, and perhaps have 
an opj)ortunity of speaking. I would like 
to draw him to his feet in this debate, if 
possible, because I do not think I made any 
statements in the Dalby electorate that I 
am not prepared to make here, and to 
justify. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: You • 
will have your attention called to it later on. 

Mr. RYAN: I ·shall be pleased to have 
my attention called to it later on, and to 
reply to anything which the hon. gentleman 
has to say. 'There is also a reference to 
the referendLlm, and, like the rest of the 
programme, it shows the signs of want of 
backbone. It sots out-

" It is a matter for rejoicing that at the recent 
referendum the Commonwealth Government's 
proposals which, if adopted, would have made 
a serious inroad into the self-governing powers 
of the States, were rejected by an overwhelm
ing majority. In consequence of this rejec
tion, it has been suggested by the Government 
of New South Wales that a conference of State· 
Premiers be held in order to discuss whether 
it might not be desirable to surrender to the 
Commonwealth certain legislative rights, which, 
iL is contended, the Statefi cannot exercise as 
effectively as the Con1monwealth. My advisers 
have no objection to the holding of such a 
conference, and will welcome the fullest dis
cussion of the subject referred to." 

They will simply welcome discussion of it, 
but they do not say what they want them
selves. When the Premier was speaking I 
was interjecting to him to ask him if he 
believed in handing over powers. Eventu
ally he said that he was agreeable to hand
ing. over certain powers, and in doing that 
he practically admits that the demands made 
by the referendum proposals were desirable. 

Mr. CORSER : Only part. 
[Mr. Ryan. 

Mr. RYAN: That some of these powers. 
should be handed over, and yet he says. 
that the result of the poll shows that the 
people do not desire an amendment of the 
Constitution. ~What 1s the new proposal. 
that he makes? He first says-as stated in 
his speech the other night-

" My opinion is that the wages boards can do 
all that was sought to be done by the altera
tion of the Constitution." 
I join issue with him on that statement
not in the sense that he would use the words 
'"join issue." By joining isstle I mean that 
I contradict it, that I disagree w1th 1t; he 
would probably mean that he agreed with 
it, and for this reason, experience has shown 
that the wages boards caniJOt do ~hat ~odd 
be done bv a tribunal havmg JUnschctwn 
over all the States. Take the instance of 
the boot trade. In the boot trade of New 
South Wales, Judge Heydon had an arbi
tration there and he came to the concluswn 
that the w;ges should be raised, but . he 
said, " I cannot give :xou an a,~var~ ra1s1.ng 
those wages, because 1f I do I w11l dnve 
the boot trade into other States where the 
wages are lower." What did the employees 
in the boot trade do then? They said, " We 
will apply to the Federal Arbitration Court," 
and they did, with the result that after a 
long arbitration, costmg a great deal of 
money, an award was made which applied 
to all the States, and which the learned 
judge who gave the award and the p~rt1es 
to it thought would equalise th~ cond1t10ns. 
over all the States; but those who were not 
represented at the hearing· refuse4 to fall 
into line and to pay the wages wh10h were 
awarded; in other words, there was no
common rule made to apply to all. Conse
quentl3'• the learned judge, thinking that 
he had now0r J',o make a common rule, 
thought it desirable to refer the matter to the
High Court, to see whether he could or not, 
and the High Court decided that he could 
not and the award was useless. There we 
ha~e the faihire, first of the New South 
\Vales local arbitration court, and then we 
have the failure of the Federal Arbitration 
Court, on account of the Uommonwealth not 
having these extended powers; ant:;! yet the 
Premier has the effrontery, or the 1gnorance 
~-I don'-t know which it is; it may be a 
combination of both-to stand up and say 
that in his opinion the wages boards can do 
all that was sought to be done by the altera
tion of the Constitution. Just fancy from 
the Premier oi Queensland a staten~ent of 
that kind ! Surely he has not stud1ed the 
question at all, or does he think that the 
people can be gulled by the mere fac.t that 
he states that as his opimon, when 1t has 
been proved to be demonstrably wrong, not 
onlv by the arbitration court in New Sout!> 
Wales ·but in the case of the Federal Arbi
tration Court itself. a fact which was ad
mitted bv some of the ablest speakers in the 
Federal ·'Parliament who are opposed to the 
Labour Government-they were prepared to 
admit that the wages boar?s could not 4o 
these things, yet the Premier says that, m 
his opinion, it can be done. It only proves 
the value of the opinion of the Premier of 
Queensland on such matters. He ~lso makes 
this remarkable statement, wh10h shows 
clearly that he did not know what he was 
talking about. He says-

" I will not dwell on the big question of 
mono no lies at the present tin1e other than. to 
say that I do not conceive that new protectiOn 
was introduced for the aggrandisement of the 
manufacturers.'' 
'Who on earth said it was? No Labour man 
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says that new protection w.as introduced with 
the object of aggrandising manufacturers. I 
do not suppose that a single politician in 
the Federal or State Parliaments ever made 
such a statement, and yet the Premier sets 
up that bogey in order to knock it down 
himself. He does not understand what new 
protection is to make such a statement as 
that. The old protection would lead to the 
aggrandisement of manufacturers, if we 
have not got new protection; the old pro
tection sets up a. barrier against the o:nt
side world, of which the manufacturer takes 
advantage, and, because he will not pass on 
part of that advantage to his employees, we 
have to get a new protection, which works 
in with the old protection, and in that way 
new protection can only be introduced with 
the object of preventing the ma.nufacturer 
getting all the advantage of the '?ld protec
tion. But what we complam of 1s that we 
cannot bring about new protection with the 
present powers the Commonwealth has. 

OPPoSITION MEMBERS : Hea,·, hear ! 

Mr. RYAN: That been decided in 
the Harvester case, which it was 
decided that the Commonwealth Govern
ment cannot stipulate that a manufacturer 
shall pay any particular rate of wages, and 
therefore is in order to give the power 
of the aggrandisement of the 

that we asking to have 
new 

It protects the consumer 

Mr. RYAN: And it also protects the con
sumer, as I am reminded. Of course, the 
Commonwealth referendum was defeated, 
and as Jar as I am concerned, and I believe 
as far as every other hon. member on this 
side is concerned, we believe in bringing 
about an alteration of that vote by proving 
to the people that we are right and that the 
other side is wrong. Therefore it becomes 
necessary in a debate of this kind, particu
larlv in dealing with statements made by 
the 'Premier, which naturally will have some 
weight outside, that these statements should 
be traversed and it should be shown wherein 
they are wrong. Some remarkable state
ments have been made bv members on the 
other side, including the. Premier himself, 
about the availability of land foT settlement. 
l think it was during the speech of the 
leader of the Opposition that the Premier 
interjected-

been quite the reverse. I 
any difficulty in finding land 

man yet." 

That is a remarkable statement, and it is 
one that the people of Queensland ought to 
consider-that the Premier has never found 
any difficulty in finding land for the landless 
man yet. That proves that the Premier is 
unacquainted with the position obtaining in 
Queensland. Every mail I have letters from 
different parts of my constituency crying out 
to have land made available. I have had a 
leHer from Tambo asking that land near 
Tambo should be 'throv;'11 open. I have had 
a letter from the J undah Progress Associa
tion, wanting land thrown open near 
Jundah, and I had a letter from Stonehenge 
crying out for land to be thrown open, and 
asking me to stir up the Lands Department 
and have the old resumption of Vergemont 
thrown open. I have had letters from dif-

ferent other places stating that the people 
cannot get land, and yet the Premier says 
that he has no difficulty in obtaining land 
for the landless man. I do not think that 
the new Minister is any improvement in the 
Lands Denartment. It is hardly likely that 
he should.be. 

Mr. MACKINToSH: He has not had a chance 
yet. 

Mr. RYAN: Well, I am quite prepared 
to give him a chance. But he is a Queen
street lawyer, and he will naturally be in
clined to use a good deal of red tape, and 
he does not understand much about the 
conditions appertaining to land in Queens
land. That is not the sort of Minister I 
expected to see placed in charge of the 
Lands Department. It will be very unfor

if his leader, the hon. member for 
puts into his head the idea that there 
amount of land in Queensland for the 

man, because, if he does, then he 
on a wrong basis. The present 

Lands will have to grasp this 
and grasp it quickly, that people 

Queensland are crying out for land 
made avaibble, and it is not being 
available, and their excuse is that 

not sufficient surveyors. As the 
for Flinders said in this House 

surveyors could be got if the Go
vernment. would pay for them properly. If 
the Government are in earnest they can get 

and they ought to get them. A 
which closely touches land settle
the auestion of the administra
the 'Water Conservation and 

Act. There is no doubt that 
Gcwc,nlrrl8rlt very slow in seeing 

are altered. I asked 
part of the session,-

ago--whether the Govern-
ment to take action, as requested 
by the Barcaldine, Kargoolah, 
Tambo, shire councils, and the 
repl:v I got was that the matter was under 
consideration. This is a copy of the resolu
tion which was passed by these shire 
councils-

suggests that once such regu ... 
upon, the adrninistration of 

the hands of the Lands 
worked through the com

officiais, as is all other 
the graziers of 

sensible suggestion in regard to 
and they should be placed 

the Lands Department, 
more or less concerned with land 

putting down bones. The re
at present existing are distinctly 

Mr. Ryan.] 
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hampering to the man on the land. (Hear, 
hear !) I received a letter this aftern?or;, 
when I came down to the House, and It IS 
only one of many that I have received from 
my own constituency, and I have no doubt 
that many other members receive similar 
letters from their electorates. The letter I 
received to-day is from Y alleroi, and is dated 
26th July. It reads as follows:-

" Do you know if any of the provisions of the 
Water Act have been altered yet? Some time 
ago we applied for permission to sink an arte
sian well, and this week we recelved it after 
about two months of writing and wiring for 
it. The whole thing is nothing short of ruina
tion for us Western people. I have had the 
plant on the site two months, and I have 
10,000 sheep starving for water; and ruina
tion is staring us in the face." 

Just fancy a man waiting there for two 
months with his plant all ready and he has 
to wait for permission to put down his bore, 
and he sees his sheep starving for want of 
water at the same time ! 

Mr. vVIENHOLT: Then this is not a squat
ter Government after all? 

Mr. RYAN: Tho man who writes this 
letter has 10,000 sheep, and he is not a 
squatter. He is the sort of man we want 
to encourage in the vVest. (Hear, hear!) 

Mr. ALLEN: And he is the sort of man 
this Government wants to knock out. 

Mr. RYAN: I do not 
squatter Government, but 
tent Government. Then the 

"Now we 
to order 
will have 
the expense 
country is 
10 inch 
clamps, 
new bits, 
each ; two new 
together with 
other things out 
Any bore is 
casing as an 
two liners. 
House again, you 
matter, as you are 
matter." 

Is not that a scandalous 
His plant has been hung 
as the regulations prevent 
on with his work, and, 
permission, he has to send to 
tools. Yet the Government 

1s a 

do nothing-say that the matter 
consideration. If there was a competent 
Government there, and a Minis-
ter there, he would take in his 
own hands and would score out regu-
lations and say, "I will not permit this." 
The mere fact that this resolution was 
passed by these shire councils should be 
sufficient. Yet the Premier, when he was 
speaking, said that there was no such thing 
haopening at all. He said that he had n'o 
difficulty in finding land for the landless 
manj and these :regulations were harn-
pering the man on the land at It ::s 
the people on the land who have to judge, 
and no doubt they will find an opportumty 
of saying what they think about the Pre
mier and his administration and his Govern
ment when the time arrives. The interiec
tion of the hon. member for Fassifern that 
this was not a squatter's Government leads 

[Jfr. Ryan. 

me to that point: That there is a strong 
squatter influence behind the Government, 
and partiularly behind the Lands Depart
ment. The Lands Department were re
requested by practically everybody at Barcal
dine-the local bodies, Chamber of Uom
merce, vVorkers' Political Organisation, and 
every representative body there-not to 
make available for selection any portion of 
the town reserve, because this is a main 
stock route, but notwithstanding that they 
had decided to throw it open for selection, 
and they would not resume Barcaldine 
Downs. Barcaldi.ne Downs, I believe, is for 
sale. It is land the people about there 
would like to take up, and they are prepared 
to pay the price required, but the Govern
ment say the people could not afford to pay 
5d. an acre. although the people say they 
are prepared to pay it. 

Mr. LENNON: Some are paying more for 
it. 

1\!Ir. RYAN: But they are to 
throw open the town common an acre 
-land without and com-
paring the value the report 
on the matter by the shirn 
council, Mr. Ferguson, on Barcai-
dine Do,vns is worth ls. per aero if th1 <;: 

common is worth 4d. an acre. Yet tho 
GoYernment won't take action to resume that 
land, because they say they have plenty of 
land for the landless man. I ha"ve a letter 
here from the Chamber of Commerce, Barcal
dine, on the subject, in which they solic;t 
nty services in the of the Lands 
Department re purchase pastoral holding 
in the vicinity of this town. They say-

" It is now understood that Barca1dine Downs 
Station is being offered for sale, and, with 
this in view, this Charnber asks you to ap
proach the Minister "-ith the JHon.~ A. H. 
Parnell." 

etc. I have similar requests from Tambo and 
from all parts of the electorate, and it 
seems inconceivable to me that men sitting 
on the front Treasury benph, in the face of 
all this evidence, can get up and say the 
people are not clamouring for land, and 
that there is plenty of land available. It is 
a most extraordinary thing. There are eorr,e 
local matters that I desire to refer to. With 
regard to railway construction, I support the 
remarks of the hon. member for Flinders, 
that a railway should be built from Aramac 
to Hughenden-there should be a continua
tion of that tramline, and I hope the Govern
ment will give due consideration to that 
matter. There is no doubt the Government 
say they are prepared to support lines into 
a?ricultural districts, and almost every member 
who has got up had one line or another 
to suggest-some had five or six lines-
and apparently Government are pre-
pared to promise in the districts of 
their own It looks to me like 
a placatin« supporters. The hon. member 
for Maryborough needAd a good deal of 
placating. Ho required a d<wiation and 
also a deepwater port. I do not single him 
out particularly. 

Mr. CORSER: It has been advocated for 
years. 

Mr. RYAN: I think he is to be congratu
lated on his success in getting these con
cessions from the Ministry, and it is quite 
0vident that the Government are promising 
these littl8 agricultural railways with the 
object of keepino; the suoport of members 
who are sitting behind them. 
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Mr. Mur,LAN: It is what they have been 
·doing all the time. 

Mr. RYAN: Exactly. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Was the 

Great 'Western Railway introduced to keep 
the support of members? 

Mr. RYAN: The Great Western Railway 
is not proposed in this Speech. The Great 
\V estern Railway was passed by the late 
Premier, who had some sort of a policy, l?ut, 
as I said before, this programme is nothmg 
but shreds and patches. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Ah, ah! 
Mr. RYAN: The hon. gentleman can say 

"Ah !" but that does not make it any the 
less thing of shreds and patches. I know 
the gPntleman does not like me to say 
these I state them, not from any 

h·om a sense of duty to the 
and a sense of my duty 

and, of cour,se, 
more stinging they 

local matter to 
the matter 

Tambo. 

so on, 
us, on 

point out 
we desire. Cer
attacked by the 

Opposition and was replied 
Secretary, in what I sup

consider an eloquent speech. 
He the administration of that 
department. But I think the criticism 
that was offered bv the leader of the Opposi-

·tion wa,s t'rencha,nt. He gavP his 
authority for criticism. It a9pearcd in the 
public Press, an.d he commented on what 

·appeared in the Press. I think the Home 
Secretarv did not make a very effective reply. 
He set out of facts. If his defence 
is as true as wiich regard to the 
lazaret, then think much of it. 
The lazaret has some time without 
a nurse, and I know the Home Secretary on 
several occasions has to me that he 
would pay to some fit and 
proper person the lazaret in order 
t.o care for the there, but he never 
advertised a sa.larv. Between c£70 
and c£80 was ever sa1v advertised, and 
if the Government wanted to get someone to, 
go to the institution they should adve1;tise a 
good salary. Does the Home Secretary ex-
pect me or other member of tho House 
to go about individuals and "Will 
you take this position and I can 

'good salary to do it'?'' I have it on 
authoritv that a most lamentable state 
affairs exists at the lazaret, due to the fact 
that there is no person to look after 
the patients. I on occasions, the 
patients there have to wash their own clothes, 
and when they are spread out they are simply 

·streams of blood from top to bottom. 
Mr. MACKINTOSH: In the old days we had to 

wash our own clothes and make our own 
··damper too. 

Mr. RYAN: There are many who are 
·.suffering from that dreadful disease who 

are not capable of washing their own clothes, 
that they bleed when they turn the handle of 
this washing machine, and it is evidenced by 
the streams of blood from the top of the 
clothes to the bottom. This is a state of 
affairs that should not be tolerated. I do not 
suppose there is a gentleman on the front 
Treasury bench who has a bigger heart than 
the Horne Secretary, and I do think the 
Government should advertise the salary they 
are prepared to pay for a nurse for the 
lazaret, and i£ they do that they will have 
no difficulty in getting one. The administra
tion has been defective in many ways, and 
not least in reg·ard to the prosecutions that 
were instituted in regard to the keeping of 
betting shops. The law in regard to that 
matter has been a dead letter for years. I do 
not propose to justify betting shops. I think 
it very dcsir·able that these street betting 
shops should be put down, because they 
encourage betting amongst youths, but the 
law should not have b8en allowed to remain 
a dead letter so long. 

: And they should have raided 

all 
the 

to 
be 

take 
taken 

of the 
public 
I be

good many people, 
Parliament. The 

ansvver given other day as to 
why the thing allowed to remain 
a dead letter so was that there was 
no desire to resort to objectionable methods 
of detection. What does that mean? Is it 
that some member of the Police Force would 
have to buy a ticket on previous day ta: 
prove the case? Did not police in these 
recent cases send a to do this very 
thing? I in those sho]CR 
thought he was pwsecution; yet 
the Government and pr0sc nute 
without any whatever. 

The SECRETARY FOR LANDS: Cannot 
the Government do. right? 

RYAN: Yes; am pointing out 
in which they done wrong, in 

that in future may do right. 
gentleman the Chamber 

Mr. MULLAN: A good Attorney-General 
lost! 

Mr. RYAN: Exactly. He would make a 
good Minister for Justice. He has been 
very silent this session, but he was not so 
on the University vote of last year when lite 
pointed out, as I also pointed out, that the 
Government were wrong, and that there 
should be a Bill to indemnify the Govern
ment against their illegal action. Perhaps 
he will be courteous enough to tell me if he 
is still of the same opinion. 

The· SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: You 
cannot draw me. 

Mr. RYAN: I presume he is still of the 
same opinion. If so, I would like to know 

ll:lr'. Ryan.] 
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man) 
and who 
fcrred as 
his wav, 
in a In9asure 
of the late Treasurer. 
through this 
is the 
unable 
Premier 
would like 

The SPEAKER: I hope the hon, member 
will not invite interjections. 

Mr . .RYAN: I think the experience of the 
Premier in interjecting recently has led him 
to be more discreet and keep silent. How
ever, I think I have dealt sufficiently for the 
time being with the progmmme before. us. 
No doubt there will be other opportumtiGs 
of speaking; and I shall be ple~tsed to hear 
what the Secretary for Lands has to 
particularly in regard to the statement 
made at Dalby. 

Mr. beg to 
move 

The PREMIER: Oh ' Go on now. 

An OPPOSITION JVIEMBER : He will an 
hour. Do you want us to go on till 11 
~'clock? 

Mr. LENNON: Better go on. 
The SPEAKER: 

this debate be 
motion seconded? 

Mr. BARBER: I understood that after 
the han. member for Barcoo had finished his 
address the debate would be adjourned. 
Like that hon. I have looked in 
vain for measure in the 
Governor's with the excep· 
tion of a amount of padding, 
there is not much in the Speech. 
During the few years, under the 
administration the Chief Secretary's pre-
decessor, we a considerable number of 
strong party measures mentioned in the 
Speech; but on this occasion they ":re con
spicuous by their absence. To me rt looks 
something like a resurrection hash-a term 
that anyone accustomed to residing in a 
boarding-house will understand-that is, the 
food prepared for Sunday turns up in 
another form on Monday, in a different form 
on Tuesday, and so right through the 
week. I notice that the Speech there 
are the sa.me old promises that have been 
made in previous Speeches submitted to 
Parliament. But there a.re one or two things 

fMr. Ryan. 

that I to refer to specially. The other 
night the member for Moreton referred 

statement alleged to have been ma.de· 
Prime :Minister of the Commonwealth 
course of an interview with the editor 

of the "Review of Reviews"-a statement 
which was considered to be disloyal to the 
King and disloyal to the Empir<:. The word 
" En1pire " used several t~rnes 1n con-
nection with matter. I thmk the very 
least the member for Moreton should 
have done making the remarks he 
did was to ascertained from the Prime 
Minister he really ma.de the state-

I contend that the conduct 
the other night 

he charged 
making disloyal state

Prime Minister has been 
matter have discovered 

,t,,.+,AmPnte by Mr. Stead 
a.t that interview 
I remember Mr. 

small village 
1886, and at 

an eccentric and 
though it was recog-

a. of considerable 
wrote up the 

not been taken seri
public, and I think 

been respcnsible for 
to Australia in con

particular matter. The 
member for Moreton can do, 

now is to apologise, not only to the Prime 
Minister of the Commonwealth but also to 
the House and the country generally, for 
condemning Mr. Fisher without giving him 
an opportunity to make an explanation. 
Tho other night a. number of gentlemen down, 
South, before the cablegram had really been 
published in the leading: newspapers of ~~rs
tralia, called a meetmg of the Brrtrsh 
Empire League--I think it is called-and 
that meeting passed a very strong resolution, 
which they cabled home, repudiating Mr. 
Fisher's statement, and stating that the 1nen 
and women of Austraiia absolutely 
loyal. I am not going or chal-
lenge that stat0ment. tha.t the 
object o£ the hon. Moreton. 
and the object of other 
State, was Mr. 
Fisher for said to 
Mr. Stead to get in 
a cunning into the 
back of the to lead the 
people of the to believe that 
the Labou-- padv were really disloyal to 
the Throne a,nd the Empire. I contend tha.t 
the people of the Commonwealth who sup. 
port the Labour party just as loyal to, 
the Throne as the who snpport the 
hon. member a.nd gentlemen 
on the other House. Reference 
is made in the Speech to the sad 
loss of that fine steamer the "Yongala." I 
wish to express deep regret at the 
loss of that fine my sorrow for the 
relatives of those were drowned in the 
wreck. The evidence which wa.s adduced at 
the inquiry tha.t wa.s held in Brisbane somo 
time a.go completely exonerates the officials 
connected with the Harbours and Rivers 
I.)epa.rtment from all blame in connection 
with the administration of the lighthouses 
along our coast. These very sad things 
hanpen, and it is very difficult matter 
indeed for us to or account for them 
or even they happen. I 
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remember a wreck occurring some twenty 
ago through a ship striking 

Red Sea., a pla.oc where it might 
impossible that a vessel could 
With reference to the grea.t pros-

mentioned in the Governor's Speech, 
the statement may be correct in some 

I hold that that prosperity is shared 
a few people in Queensland. vV e 

refererd on different occasions 
to the Savings Bank deposits as evidence 
that the working classes are in a prosperous 
condition, but I think that if those deposits 
were analysed it would be found that a con
siderable number of them are deposits of 
fairly large sums, say, from £100 to £200, or 
perhaps more, and that the poorer classes 
of the community who have to fight for the 
right to live, who have to struggle for an 
e'ltistence for themselves, their wives, and 
their families, have very few e,ccounts in the 
Government Savings Bank. I have not yet 

any detailed statement or analysis of 
I across a statement 

Sc•uthern paper other week in which 
Bank returns of Victoria were 

and I think that, if our Queens
could be analysed in the same 

would show practically the same 
as the Victorian figures. For the 

year ended 30th June, 1910, the number of 
depositors in the Victorian Savings Bank 
with of £1 and under standing to 
their was 249,123. Depositors with 

and under £5 numbered 84,047; 
with over £5 and not exceeding 

numbered 38,353; while depositors with 
over £10 and not exceeding £20 numbered 
49,834. I repeat that if our Savings Bank 
xeturns could be analysed in the same way 
it would be found that the average amounts 
standing to the credit of depositors would 
be very small indeed. That analytical state
ment shows that the average amount to the 
credit of 249,123 depositors with less than 
£1 to their credit was only 4s. 1d., while the 
average for those whose deposits exceeded 
£10 was £12 lls. 7d. Hon. members talk 
about the wonderful prosperity of Queens
land, but I do not think tha,t the average 
toiler shares to any extent in that prosperity. 
For instance, I saw by a return published 
in the Sydney Morning H emld the other day 
that the value of the wool clip of 
Australia last yeat· was something over 
£36,000,000, but I have yet to learn 
that the men who did most of the 
hard and unpleasant work in connection 
with that industry were in receipt of any 
more wages than they received during the 
previous year. During the past two or three 
years the question of the construction of a 
railway from vVolca to Dalgangal has been 
brought very prominently before this House, 
and I may say that the failure of the Go
vernment to table the plans of the railway 
last session has excited considerable indigna
tion in the Bundaberg district and in the 
two neighbouring electorates. Since last 
session the District Railway League has 
called into existence a much wider and more 
far-reaching organisation than they ever 
had before, and within the next few days 
there will be presented to the Secretary for 
Railways a petition signed by over 5,000 
electors of Bundaberg and district, request
ing the Government to table the plans of 
that railway during the present session. In 
addition to the large number of electors 
whoso names are attached to that peti
tion, a petition has also been signed by 

cent. of the ratepayers of 
electorate, asking the 

to carry o:1t their proposal 
construction of the line. We take 
position that the people of Bunda

berg and the adjoining electorates have been 
treated in a unjust ma.nner in not 
having that built. As most hon. 
members are a'vare, some t·wo or three years 
ago the then Secretary for Lands-the 
present Premier-and the present Secretary 
for Railways went over that country, and 
on their return to Mount Perry they 
expressed themselves in very favoura?le 
terms not only of the country over whwh 
they had tra veiled, but also of the prospects 
of the line paying if passed by this House. 
Last session I quoted in this Chamber som3 
of the stateme!1ts made by those two hon. 
gentlemen at :Mount Perry, and I do not 
clesire to wea c.v the House by quoting the 
:;arne statements again to-night; but during 
the recess the Home Secretary visited Moun·; 
Perry in connc;dion with the Mines Depart
lnent and other matters, and also delivered 
an address against the referenda proposals 
of the Commonwealth Government. Ile 
stated that he was in favour of the trado 
of the back country-or the hinterland, as 
he called it--going to the nearest port. I 
said just now that the people of Bundaberg 
consider that we have been labouring under 
a serious injustice at the hands of the Go
vernment through their failure to table the 
plans of that railway last session. Since· the 
commencement of railway construction in 
Queensland up to the end of June last, 
according tc the report of the Commissioner 
for Railways, there has been expended on 
railway construction no less a sum tha.n 
£25,677,800. In the area that we consider 
this railway would benefit-that is taking 
30 miles north and south of Bundaberg 
and going straight west--

Mr. CoRSER: That would take you very 
nearly down to Gayndah. 

Mr. BARBER: I am not going down to 
Gavndah. I know the bon. member for 
Maryborough has a very soft spot in his 
heart for Gayndah, and I do not blame him 
for it. But within that area about one
twentieth part of the total population of 

this great State are living, and 
[10.30 p.m.] we contend, therefore, that one-

twentieth part of the money 
expended in the State on railway construc
tion should have been spent in that district. 
The only lines of railway that have been 
constructed within the area mentioned is 
that to Mount Perry, about 67 miles, 
and taking 30 miles north and south of 
the railway to Bundaberg-which we con· 
sider is a verv fair distance for district rail

find that the amount spent for 
construction in the whole of that 

only amounts to £722,779. 
'rho SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Does that 

inclllde the cost of the 60 miles of the North 
Coast Railway? 

Mr. BARBER: I said 30 miles north and 
south of Bundaberg. 

Mr. CoRSER: And also the Mount Perry 
line? 

Mr. BARBER : Yes. According to the 
Commissioner's report for the year ending 
June last, the Mount Perry railway up to 
that time was debited with £363,722, while 
taking the 30 miles on eech side of Bunda
herg the cost was £359,057. That total will 

11/r. Barber.] 
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.amount to £722,779, or a difference between 
the twentieth part of the total cost of railway 
construction in Queensland of £561,121. In 
addition to that cost up to the end of June, 
1910, Parliament last year gave authority for 
the borrowing of another £9,000,000 for rail
way construction, and we contend that if the 
taxpa:y ers for that area are prepared to pay 
their quota of taxation and interest on these 
lines, that district should have a bir share 
of the money expended in it. 

Mr. VV'IENHOLT : Does the Mount Perry line 
pay? 

Mr. BARBER: No, it did not pay last 
year ; the year before it paid £2 odd, and 
the year before £3 16s. odd. Like a good 
many more of these branch lines, they fluc
tuate considerably. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: 'They are not credited 
with the traffic to Mungarr either. 

Mr. BARBER : 'That is so : I thank the 
hon. member for the interjection. In reading 
the report of the Railway Commissioner, I 
find that the Degilbo line, branching off from 
Mungarr, was credited with about 10 miles of 
the main line earnings, while the Mount Perry 
line is only credited with the actual earnings 
direct from Bundaberg to Mount Perry. It 
gets no credit for anything from the main 
line at all, and I have always contended that 
it is not getting a fair deal. 'The one
t·wentieth part of the £9,000,000 loan passed 
by the House last session is about £425,000, 
which would more than cover the cost of the 
proposed line from \Volca to Dalgangal, and 
I hope that the Minister for Railways will 
tablo that railway this session. There have 
been various surveys made from Wolca to 
Dalgangal, and Mr. North estimated that 
the cost would be at the rate of £5,000 per 
mile. Then we had a survey made in 1904 
by Mr. George Phillips, who estimated the 
average cost at about £3,500 per mile. 

'The S>:CllETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He did 
make a survey-that was his estimate 
being over the country. 

Mr. BARBER: When the commission 
went over last year on that flying trip, i'n 
which I contend it was absolutely impossible 
for anyone--

Mr. CoRSER: What about Mr. Amos. 

Mr. BARBJ<JR: I will come to that directly. 
Mr. Amos was biassed from the first, before 
he went to make a survey of that district. It 
was an easy matter for Mr. Amos to give his 
statement as to what he considered were his 
objections to tho construction of the line. i 
know when the commission returned and 
their report was submitted to the House, it 
was estirnated that the construction of the 
line would cost somewhere about £8.')01) ;.•cr 
mile, which was considered to be a very 
exorbitant rate. 'There are two or three 
lines at present under consideration, which 
will cost pretty well £8,000 per mile. If I 
remember correctly, one line passed last 
session will cost about £8,100 per mile, 
according to the report which was submitted 
to this House. There have been other ob
jections raised to the construction of that 
line, especially by the hon. member from 
Maryborough, who pointed out that thJ 
1and between \Volca and Dalgangal was 
unfit for cultivation purposes. 

Mr. CoRSER: Thirty miles absolutely unfit. 
Mr. BARBER: I wish to give that a most 

-emphatic denial. 
Mr. CoRSER: You do not know it. 

lMr. Barber. 

Mr. BARBER: I have been over it three 
or four tin1es. 

JYir. CORSER: I was over it before you came 
to the district. 

JYlr. BARBER: The hon. member went 
over it so very long ago that he has for
gotten all about it, and finds it convenient 
to condemn it. 

Mr. CoRSER: Expert opinion condemns it. 

IVlr. BARBER: Expert opinion does not 
condemn it. In a. report in 1904 it, is quite 
the reverse. 

Mr. CoRSER : 'There are later experts than 
that. 

Mr. BARBER: During the last few weeks 
there has been an inspection made of the 
country for the fhst 15 or miles, by a gen-
tleman who up was connected 
with the Lands and I think if 
the hon. member were to read his report--

Mr. CORSER: I have read it, and it con
demns the line. 

Mr. BARBER: Qnite naturally the hon. 
member will contend everything bad 
must be connected w.ith route from vVolca 
to Dalgangal, and that everything that is 
good is connected with the route from Gayn
dah to Dalgangal. A report was submitted by 
Mr. Franklin the other week, after spending 
some eight or nine days going o1·er the 
country. He had been over the country 
some scores of times before, during his 
tenure of office as Crown lands ranger for 
that district, and he wished to refresh his 
memory on two or three sections of the dis
trict. Instead of that repor·t condemning 
the line, I contend that his report is strongly 
in fa,·our of it heing built. I do not wish 
to read tho whole report, but I will just 
read the summary of it from Roslyn to 
Dalga.ngal, which is part of the district that 
the hon. member for Maryborough contends 
i~ unfit for a.griculture. 

Mr. CORSER: That is where vou misrepre
me. I speR,k of the first '30 miles, not 

last 10 miles. 

Mr. BARBER: was the 30 miles 
Mr. Franklin that I went oyer. is 

says in his report-
to 

in paying 
tho Crown 

A very consider
is good agricul

sure th8.t I am well 
I estin1ate tb ~t fully 
Cannindah, Dalgangal, 

Creek with the 
agricultural land, 

and gum fiats, 

'' All these selections are well for 
settlement, and would be easy 

of the proposed Vvolca-Dalgangal exten
sion, and I have no doubt, if railway facilities 
are provided, that the Government will ·see 
the neeessity of resuming them, when they 
would be eagerly selected under agricultural 
farm conditions at purchasing prices of from 
£1 to £2 per acre." 
There have been some areas of land thrown 
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open practically in the immediate vicinity 
of Mount Perry during the past twelve or 
eighteen months, and anyone who has seen 
the from Mount Perry must havo 

that those selections have been 
sought for and taken up by resi
tbat district. Their complaint has 

insufficient land has been thrown 
open to meet the demands of the people of 
that district. Mr. Franklin goes on to say-

" At the tilne there are five agricul~ 
tural farms course of alienation, with pur-
chasing prices fixed at £.1 per in the 
vicinity of Dalgangal, so that it reaRonable 
to expect that the fact of a railway within a 
few miles would immediately double these 
values." 

Mr. CoRSliR: That can be reached by 
another line. 

Mr. BARBER: has not 
been constructed yet. goes on 
to say--

contains a 
spotted gum 

watershed, as 
upon the flats. 

referred to, 
miles, 

per square 
under per acre. It is from 

from the line on th8 northern side, 
principally good ironbark ridges, 

n1o.stly fairly well grassed and permanently 
It is not ringbarked, but stock do 

well on it, and I presume that the like
is tbat this country also would have 

considered in any question of resump
tion that the Government would take in view 
in connection with the extension of the Wolca
Dalgangal Railway. The capitaJ value of the 
couDtry, "\Yith a railway within reasonable 

would, I consider, be in the prox
'l.Os. e"n acre. 

"To up, I estimate that the amount of 
could receive frmn the coun
contiguous to the proposed 

extension is as follows :-· 
£ s. a. 

sup. feet of 
royalty, at 10d. 

e:up. feet 20,000 0 0 
Freight at 8s. 7d. per ton 57,222 0 0 
Freehold value of grazing 

land--
J'Vour Nour, 21,930 acres, 

at 7s. 6d. per acre 8,223 15 0 
Bania, 17,310 acres, at 6s. 

per acre (allowing 4s. 
per acre for eradication, 
zan1ia) 5,193 0 0 

11ungy lease, 22,400 acres, 
at 17s. 6d. per acre 19,600 0 0 

Reid's Creek selections, 
21,000 acres 10,500 0 0 

Value of grazing farms for 
agricultural farm selec-
tion, 105,503 acres, at 
£1 per acre 105,503 0 0 

Rosslyn lease (possibly), 
28,800, at lOs. per acre .. 14,400 0 0 

Total £240,641 15 0 

I_ may say that this report of Mr. Franklin 
srmply confirms the reports that were made 
by another Crown lands ranger, Mr. 
Winterford, some two or three years ago. 
That gentleman reported to the department 
upon the agricultural possibilities of that 
district. I have his reports here, but they 
are too long to read to the House. Mr 
Franklin's report confirms Mr. Winter
ford's report; it confirms the statements 
of the present Chief Secretary, then Min
ister for Lands; it confirms the present 

Secretary for Railways, and the Home Sec
retary, when a.t Mount Perry, s•aid that the· 
district was deserving of a railway being 
built. One of the timber experts in Bunda
berg, ::VIr. Skyring, has betm over that 
countrv, and in moving a resolution some 
few m"onths a.rro in Bundaherg for the for
mation of a. b~anch association for this rail
way, he pointed out that. the timber weaJth 
would vield to the Stute m the first 21 mrles. 
of the \Volca railway extension, at a royalty 
of 1s. per 100 feet, a sum of not less than 
£315,000. 

Mr. CoRSER: How would he get that tim
ber to the railway line. ·with a. mountainous. 
scrub like that it would be impossible. 

Mr. BARBER: The hon. gentleman does 
not know what he is talking about. The 
same means would be availed of to get this 
timber to the railway line a.s would be· 
availed of by timber-getters in other por
tions of the State. There would be no more 
difficulty in getting it to the railway than 
obtains in other parts of the State. 

Mr. CORSER: You do not know the coun· 
try. 

Mr. BARBER: There are districts where 
timber has been secured which I know arc~' 
of a very difficult nature, and the country 
is more or less mountainous in its configu
ration, but I contend that ·whatever difficul-
ties there might be in some places along 
that route these difficulties would be got 
over bv the men whose business it is to 
secure 'the timber. 

Mr. CORSER: At what cost? 

Mr. BARBER: In addition to the reports 
I have referred to, Mr. Audlcy Smith. who 
un till about twelve months ago was general 
,;:anager of the Mount Perry Copper 9c;m
pany. has made a report on the mmmg 
possibiliti<es of that district. I ha. ve the 
report of that gentleman, but I do not 
intend to read it as there are several folios 
of it, but he points out, as was pointed o'!lt 
bv him to the present Secretary for Rarl
vV'a.ys and the present Chief Secretary! after 
their trip over that country, when 1t was 
urged upon them the necessity of open~ng 
up that district by railway communicatiOn 
so as to enable the smaller mining shows 
which it is well known the Mount Perry 
district abounds in, so that the miners and 
prospectors would be able to get their ore to 
Mount Perry. The report that he has sub-
mitted is a most valuable one, and I hone tha.t~ 
it will have the necessary effect on the Govern
ment in hastening the construction of that 
line. Since last session Mr. George Phillips 
has been over that district ao;ain. but, I 
understand from the Minister for Railways, 
his report has not come to hand. I cannot 
say what it contains, but it is a. well-known 
fact that he has discovered an easiM means 
of gett.ing out from Mount Perry, and has 
also been able to reduce the distance lF 
something like 2 or 3 miles. Most of 
those difficulties were imaginary, caused 
more or less by the short time a.t. the 
disposal of the surveyors, and they had not 
time to look around for an easier means of 
getting out from Wolca. I repeat that the 
people of Bundaberg consider they arelabo,u
ing under a very serious injustice if that ·line· 
is not constructed. and contend, seeing; the 
people of that district have to pay their 
quota of taxation for the vast sum that has 
already been spent on the construction of 
railways in Queensland, and have also ta 

Mr. Barber.] 
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pay their full share of the interest on that 
.£9,000,000 loan that was passed last year, we 
should have an equitable amount of that money 
spent in that district on railway construction. I 
notice in the Governor's Speech reference is 
made to the introduction of a Liquor BilL 
I do not intend to comment upon that 
measure at the present juncture. I think 
hon. members are well acquainted with my 
views on the liquor question generally, and 
I hope, when the Bill is introduced, I shall 
have an opportunity of discussing the ques. 
tion fully. At the latter part of last ses.sion 
a large deputation waited upon the Home 
Secretary urging upon him the necessity of 
nationalising the hospitals of this State, and 
his reply led the deputation to believe that 
an effort would be made by him to intro. 
duoo legislation during the present session 
for the purpose of nationalising the hospitals 
of Queensland. Yet I find there is no pro
vision made in the Governor's Speech for 
the introduction of a Bill for that purpose. 
That is a matter that has been discussed at 
considerable length in this House from time 
to time, and it has been discussed during 
the past three or four years at the different 
conferences of medical associations and by 
the Labour conventions that have sat 
at various times in different parts of the 
Commonwealth. I contend that the sanest 
method of running our hospitals would be 
carried out if those institutions were brought 
wholly and solely under the control of the 
Government. There are various reasons why 
this should be done. Not only in the inter
ests of the State generally, but also in the 
interests of the employees of those institu. 
tions. During the past few weeks, not only 
in Queensland, but in Sydney also, and more 
,especially in Melbourne, the attention of 
the public has been called to the terrible 
sweating that takes place amongst nurses 
of these institutions. It is contended that 
they worked ten and a-half to eleven, and 
in some cases, twelve hours a day, and that 
the remuneration received by the nurses is 
anything but commensurate to the amount 
of strenuous work carried out by them. I 
brought the matter up last year at the depu
tation to which I have referred, and I urged 
upon the Home Secretary the necessity, not 
only from a humanitarian point of view, but 
I urged that it was the duty of the State 
to provide homes of rest at the seaside for 
the worn-out nurses. I contend that we 
should have at least three or four homes of 
rest for the nurses connected with our public 
hospitals and other institutions at which these 
wo1;n-out lgdies working in the cause cf 
suffering humanity--

Mr. CoRSER: They would not thank you 
for calling them worn-out ladies. 

Mr. BARBER: That is the hon. member's 
opinion. I have discussed this matter with 
a good number of them, and I know what 
their opinions are on this matter. Any man 
who has the power of observation must have 
recognised, in going about and visiting the 
different hospitals, that a large number of 
those nurses are overworked in the highest 
degree. 

Mr. CORSER: There may be some. 

Mr. BARBER: I know these ~•cnt1mcnts 
do not appeal to the hon. member. 'l'h<1 hon. 
member has been brought up in that capital
istic atmosphere--

Mr. CORSER: Where he did more good 
than_you. 

[llfr. Barber. 

BARBER: In that envHunin1::'at -where 
look for profits and diYidends, 

all humanitarian feeling, either to 
or to a poor worn-out hospital 

have only one object and- one 
maintain-that is, that the worker 
treated as ordinary machinery, and 

when they are worked out thrown out on 
the human scrapheap, just the oame a:; an 
ordinary manufacturer would pns out a 
piece of obsolete machinery when he con-
sidered it 1vas of further usc 
)Jrofits. I repeat, 
appeal to the hon. 

Mr. CoRSER: He knows they are inaccu
rate. 

Mr. BARBER : The Home Secretary the 
other night stated that the Government were 
introducing certain legislation this session 
dealing with State children, and that a 
home had been established in one of the 
suburbs of the city of Brisbane to which 

any child could be sent. I think 
[11 p.m.] the time has arrived in Queens-

land when the Government 
should establish a foundling hospital, so that 
any girl-any woman-who was not in a 
position to take care of her child should 
be able to leave it at the hospital. Great 
efforts are being made by the more civilised 
Governments of the world to look after the 
health and care of the children, but there 
are still a considerable number of young 
lives destroyed each yeaT. Recently I 
came across a return published in the 
Sydney Bulletin pointing out the num
ber of deaths of legitimate infants under 
one year, also the number of deaths of 
illegitimate infants under one year, per 
1,000. I find that taking the whol'*· of the 
Commonwealth for the year 1900 there were 
no less than 89.37 per 1,000 deaths of legiti· 
mately-born children, and 287.52 per 1,000 
deaths of those illegitimately born; and 
commg down to the year 1909 I find that the 
deaths of those legitimately born were 67 
per 1,000, while the number of deaths 
amongst those illegitimately born amounted 
to 177.8 per 1,000. Therefore, while the Go· 
vernment may introduce legislation dealing 
with State children, I think there is room 
to make provision for the erection of a 
foundling hospital. I know that society 
looks upon these unfortunates with con
'tempt, but I do not; I think every care 
should be taken of these children, and also 
of the mothers. Reference has been made to 
an amendment of the Wages Boards Act; and 
I hope it will be amended in such a way as 
to meet requirements. There is no doubt 
that wages boards are a palliative, more 
"r less. I think that we could reach 
results by other means; but though I 
not pin m:v faith very strongly t; wag<" 
boards, I believe the best use should be 
made of them while they are in operation. 
I do not believe in war; but if war shoulJ 
break out I would not say 'we should not, 
make use of the ambulance wagons. Wn 
know there is a considerable amount of 
sweating going on in connection with the 
sub-letting of contracts, and I hope the Go
vernment w1ll make some effort to cope with 
that evil. An individual goes to various shops 
and contracts for work at a certain price 
and immediately sublets that work to others: 
and always gets the best part of the deal. 

, Another thing : although precautions are 
taken in the case of children where an attack 
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·Of measles or fever out-while t.hc•y 
.are forbidden to our schools-yet 
there is nothing to prevent clothing loeing 
m~de up m the homes where dis;ca.sc, rna.y 
eXIst, and I think action should be taken 
by the Government to prevent that being 
done. I remember when I was living in 
London an epidemic of fever broke out 
in a fashionable and it was 
traced to the home neople who made 
up clothing. It was a' slum where they 
had to live and sleep and work in the same 
room, owing to the force of circumstances, 
The germs-·or microbes as we would sav 
nowadays-got into the garments that were 
made up; and the result was that a consider
able number of people died. I hope that 
t~e Government will pass regulations prohibi
tmg the making of clothing in any house 
where any disease exi·sts. Passing over several 
matters on which I had intended to speak I 
should like to say a few words ab~ut 
immigration. I .sho,uld like to know from the 
Minister how many of the men who carne out 
by the " W aipara" some few weeks ago, and 
who were brought out at a cost of £15 
per he.ad, have left the State. Possibly 
the Mmmter cannot answer that question 
Btraight off, but I believe that a considerable 
nu'llber of those men have left the State and 
that is a loss to Queensland. During th~ past 
few months ther;, have been a good many 
reports in the Press with regard to the short
age of labour, and there has been a continual 
howl and whine for more immigTant.s. This 
House weH knows the attitude which the 
Labour party take- up on the question o.f 
immigration. We contend that if the condi
tions of work and living here are made suffi
ciently attractive to the people in other 
parts of the world, instead of our having to 
pay their passages they will flock here of their 
'OWn accord. As to the particular system of 
immigration that is now going on, I hope 
that the Government will take such action 
as will prevent the introductio:n of immigrants 
'Of the class referred to by Dr. Taylor when 
speaking on the Address in Reply in another 
place. Some few weeks ago the Home Secre
tary paid a visit to the Northern parts of 
Queensland, and inquired into matters con
nected with the aborigines. I 'should like to 
·congratulate the han. gentleman upon his 
ende·avour to make the lot of the- aborigines 
in the .North more pleasant than it has been, 
accordmg to the reports that I have seen in 
the Press concerning the aboriginal settlement 
at Yarrabah. The hon. gentleman did well in 
giving the people who have· had the manage
ment of that settlement to understand that 
unless things wBre carried out more satisfac
torily than thBy have been for some time past, 
the Government would take over the whole 
concern. As a. matter of fact, I think that, 
despite the promioos which have been made by 
the people who have charge of the settlement, 
the· Government should even now take over 
tho control of the settlement. The aborigine.s 
are fast disappearing from our midst, and it 
is only rig-ht that we should make the few 
ye,ars of life that remain to so.me of them 
more pleasant than their life has beBn hither
to. I was very pleased to notice that the hon. 
gentleman had brought down a number of 
aborigines from the Bundaberg district to a 
settlement in the Burnett district. but with 
regard ta: two of those aborigines I think he 
acted indiscreetly. The aboriginals I refer to 
were born and brought up in the Bundaberg 
district with a large number of youngsters 

in the place; they are hard-working, wBll 
dressed, sober, and well respected by all the 
community, and I think the hon. gentleman 
overstepped the mark in taking them away 
and putting them in a S·ett!oment when they 
were earning their own living outside. How
eyer, as the hour is getting late, I shall brix;g 
nw remarks to a close. There are certam 
matters mentioned in the Governor's Speech 
which the Government propose to introduce, 
and which may prove useful measures. But I 
agree with the hon. member fa:r Barcoo that 
there is nothing of a party nature about the 
measures enumera.ted, and that the Govern
ment are simply going to fling them on the 
table of the House, and say to members, 
" You can pass them if you like·, but we take 
no, responsibility as to whether they are 
carried or not." I do not think that is the 
way to deal with important measures. 

lVIr. O'SULI,fVAN (Kennerly): I beg to 
move the· adjournment of the debate. 

Question put .and passed; and resumption of 
the debate made an Order o.f the Day for 
to-morrow, 

The House adjourned at twenty minutes 
past 11 o'clock. 




