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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMEBLY

Turspay, 1 Avgusr, 1911,

The Srraxrr (Hon. W. D. Armstrong,
Lockyer) took the chair at half-past 3 o’clock.

QUESTIONS.

Porice Escomrrmng Transit or Raw Sucar
IN BUNDABERC DISTRICT.

Mr. BARBER (Bundaberg) asked the Home
Secretary—

‘1. How many members of the Police Force
were engaged during one day last week in
escorting a consignment of three dray loads of
raw sugar from the Qunaba Plantation te
Millaguin Refinery?
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2. What were the respective ranks of the
men engaged?

3. 1Vv'eLs the escort sent at the request of the
genera: manager of the Queensland National

Bank, or the Bundaberg manager of the Milla~

quin and Yengarie Sugar Refining Company,
or on the instruction of the local sub-inspector,
or on instructions issued by the Commissioner
of Police, Brisbane?

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. G.
Appel, Albert) replied—

1. Seven.
“ 2. One sub-inspector and six constables.

¢ 8. The manager Qunaba requisitioned for a
police escoyt owing to the previous interfer-
ence by strikers with leading along the road.”

Porice Patror Duty IN Brissang, IPswicH,
AND TOOWOOMBA.

Mr. ROBERTS (Drayton and Toowsomba)
asked the Home Secretary—

‘1. Are members of the Police Force in the
cities of Brisbane, Ipswich, and Toowoomba
kept to continuous patrol duty from 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. daily?

2. I such report is correct, will he take
such action as will provide for a reduction of
such hours for continuous duty? *’

The HOME SECRETARY replied—

“ No.”

NumBERS OF INMATES AND ATTENDANTS AT
: (G00DNA.

Mr.  LENNON (Herbert) asked the Home
Secretary-—

“1. The number of inmates at present at
Goodna?

“2. The number of attendants at present at
Goodna—inale and female?

“3. The average number of inmates under
the supervision of one attendant during the
year 19107

“4. When was official intimation given at-
tendants of their recent increases of pay? >’

The HOME SECRETARY replied—
“ 1. Males, 780 ; females, 486; total, 1,276.

‘2. Male attendants, 76; female attendants,
45 ; total, 121.

. ‘“3. On 31st December—1 male attendant for
every 10.05 patients; 1 female attendant for
every 10.75 patients; total, 1 attendant for
every 10.31 patients.

‘4. The increases were provided for by
Hxecutive Minute on the 29th June last, and
payments will be made from the 1st ultimo.”

ExTrA Porice anp Cavz Fires IN AR
DistrIOT.

Mr. FERRICKS (Bowen) asked the Home
Secretary—

““'Will he lay on the table of the House—

“1. A copy of all correspondence relating to
the sending of a greai number of extra police
into the Ayr district during the present strike
of sugar-workers?

‘“2. A copy of the reports made by the Ayr

police in reference to the cane fires that have
occurred in the Ayr district to date?

The HOME SECRETARY replied—

“ Correspopdence of this nature is regarded
as cgmﬁdenhal, and therefore copies cannot
be laid on the table of the House.”

[ASSEMBLY.]

Licensing Districts.

REGULATIONS FOR BOARDING OR ALIGHTING
FROM TRAMCARS.

Mr. D. HUNTER (Woolloongabba) asked the-
Home Secretary-—

“ 1. Is it intended to put into force the new
regulation dealing with passengers who board
or alight from a tramecar on the side farthest
from the footpath when the car is travelling
on a double track?

“ 2, 'Is there a penalty attached to those who-
break the regulation?

3. If so, what is the penalty?

“4. Will he see that the public are duly
warned before any prosecution is instituted? ”

The HOME SECRETARY replied—
“1. Ves.

2. Yes.

3. Not exceeding £20.

“ 4, Yes.,”

SurraBiLiTy oF Carriore VALLEY FOR
AGRICULTURE AND Damryive.

Mr. MCLACHLAN (Fortitude Valley), on
behalf of Mr. Breslin (Porté Curlis), asked’
the Secretary for Agriculture—

‘“ What steps have been taken towards obtain-
ing a report as to the suitability of the Calliope
Valley for agriculture and dairying, same hav-
ing been promised by the then Secretary for-
Agriculture on 25th November, 19107 "

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE.
(Hon. J. Tolmie, Drayton and Toowoomba)
replied—

“The delayed return of the principal of the
Queensland Agricultural College, and subse-
quent press of work through arrears, has pre-
vented the Minister up to the present carrying
out the promise made that Mr. Quodling would
report on the suitability of the Calliope Valley
for agriculture and dairying, but during the:
latter end of August an officer will be sent to-
that district.”

PETITION.
Carrys ScHOOL RESERVE.

Mr. MURPHY (Croydon): 1 desire {o pre-
sent a petition signed by the parents of chil-
dren attending the State school at Cairns and
by the residents generally, objecting to the
Government taking away portion of the school
reserve. The petition is respectfully worded,
and concludes with the usual prayer. The
hon. member for Cairns, Mr. Mann, having
signed the petition. is, of course, prevented
from presenting it to the House.

Petition read and received.

LICENSING DISTRICTS IN
QUEENSLAND.
On the motion of Mr. BARBER (Bunda-

berg) is was formally resolved—
“mhat there be laid on the table of the:
House a return showing-——
“1. The number of licensing districts in
Queensland.
2. The names of the respective districts..
‘3. The chief centres of population in each
district.
“ 4, The estimated adult population in each:
district.
“ 5., The number of licensed premises and
licensed bars, respectively, in each
district. .
“6. The amount of revenue received by the
Government from licensing fees from.
each respective distriet.”




Health Act Amendment Bill.

SUGAR WORKS BILL.
INITIATION.

On the motion of the TREASURER (Hon.
W. H. Barnes, Bulimba), it was formally
resolved—-

“ That the House will, on Wednesday next,
resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole
to consider of the desirableness of introducing
a Bill to authorise the construction and estab-
lHshment of sugar-works by means of moneys
advanced by the State, and to provide for the
repayment of such moneys and for the main-

tenance, management, and control of sgch
sugar-works, and for other purposes connected
therewith.”

HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

IN1TiATION 1IN COMMITTEE.
(Mr. J. Stodart, Logan, in the chair.)

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. G.
Appel, Albert), in moving—

¢ That it is desirable that a Bill be introduced
to amend the Health Act of 1900~

said the Bill which it was proposed to lay
on the table of the House embodied the
results of a conference which was held in
Svdney last year, comprising all the health
officers of the various States of the Common-
wealth. The Bill consisted first of defini-
tions, and was subdivided into two parts.
Subdivision 1 was the preliminary, and sub-
division 2 dealt with pure foods; also with
prohibition against adulteration, the sale of
mixtures, sale of food in packages, adver-
tisement articles, disinfectants and preventa-
tives, milk, bread, short weights, olive oil,
aerated water, inspection and removal,
sampling, analysis, agents, subject-matter of
regulations and application of Act to infec-
tious diseases. Those sections comprised
praotically" the whole of the resolutions
arrived at by the confererce, and, in addi-
tion, there were embodied in the Bill clauses
relating to pmvate hospitals, nurses, and
meneral provisions.

Mr. MURPHY (Croydon) asked the Home
Secretary when the Liquor Bill would be
introduced ? They had been told in the
Press that at a caucus meeting of the Go-
vernment party it was decided that the
Liquor Bill was to be the very first measure
mtwduecd this session, and now it was
placed at the bottom of the business-paper.
Certainly, the Bill which had been mentioned
by the Home Secretary was a most importans
one, and he {(Mr. Murphy) was sure all
memnbers of the Committee would give him
every assistance in passing it into law. At
. the same time, the Committee were entitled
to know, before agreeing to the motion,
when the promised Liquor Bill was to be intro-
duced. 'They found that in another place
they had introduced the Police Offences Bill.
Now the Government were introducing other
measures in the Legislative Assembly, and
they were not to get che Liguor Bill at all.
He might say at once he was opposed to
the Police Offences Bill, and would fight
every clause in it, because it was attacking
the fundamental principles of British liberty.
(Hear, hear!} Was the promised Liguor Bill
coming on at all? Had not the Government
party been able to come to any decision
at all about that Bill? They had had three
caucus meebings already about it, and the
result was that that Bill was placed at the
bottom of the page. They were going to
have non-contentious legislation introduced

[1 Avaust.]
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into that Chamber, and legislation such as
the Police OFences Bill in the other Cham-
ber, and after they had squabbled over it
for months, to Iet it pass. They were not to
get the promised Liquor Bill this session, as
the Government party had not been able to
agree upon that matter. (Government
laughter.)

The PREMIER said the remarks of the
hon. member for Croydon were slightly irre-
levant, but in order to set the minds of
hon, members at rest, he might say at once
that immediately the Address in Reply was
finished the Liguor Bill would be intro-
duced. He apprehended that the Address
in Reply would be completed to-night—that
was the implied understanding.

Mr. May: No.

The PREMIER: When the Address in
Reply was out of the way, notice would at
once be given of the Liquor Bill.

GoverNMENT MewpErs: Hear, hear!

Mr. MURPHY accepted the assurance of
the Premier that the Liguor Bill had not
been dropped. It seemed very strange, if
the Government were so very anxious to
introduce the Liquer Bill, that they should
give notice of other measures at that par-
ticular time.

The PREMIER thought common sense
would indicate that to place the Liquor
Bill on the table while the Address in Reply
was unfinished would only protract it.

Mr. Lenvon: This is quite irregular.

The PREMIER : Quite irregular. Imme-
diately the Standing Orders were dealt with
they would proceed with the Health Act
Amendment Bill. His idea of business was
fair play to all, and it was highly desirable
that the Liquor Bill should at least be on the
table some days, so that members could be-
come acquainted with its provisions before
discussing it.

Question put and passed.

First READING.

The House resumed, and the CHATRMAN
reported that the Commitiee had come to a
resolution, which was agreed to. The Bill
was read a first time, and the second reading
made an Order of the Day for to-morrow.

STATE CHILDREN BILL.
INTrIATION IN COMMITTEE.

(Mr. J. Stodart, Logan, in the chair.)

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. K. M. Grant, Rock-
hampton), moved—

“That it is desirable that a Bill be introduced
to consolidate and amend the law relating to
State children.”

Mr. MURPHY said he would like the
Minister to follow the courteous example of
the Home Secretary and give the Committee
particulars of the proposed measure. They
were entitled to that courtesy from the
courteous  member for  Rockhampton.
(Laughter.)

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION said the full information
would be given on the second reading. The
Bill was self-explanatory, and was intended
to amend and consolidate the law relating-
to State children. .

Question put and passed.

Hon. K. M. Grant.)
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First READING.

The House resumed, and the CHAIRMAN
reported that the Committee had come to a
resolution, which was agreed to. The Bill
was read a first time, and the second reading
made an Order of the Day for to-morrow.

ADDRESS IN REPLY.
ResumprioN oF DEBATE.
Mr.J. M. HUNTER (Marenoa): Incommon
with other members who have addressed
themselves to the Speech, I have
[4 p.m.] to express my very sinccre regret
at the death of our late Speaker.
He was a man we all admired and esteemed,
and who distinguished himself, not only as a
Minister of the Crown, but also in the posi-
tion you, Mr. Speaker, now hold. While [
congratulate you on your appointment, 1
hope that at the expiration of your term you
will have gained for yourself the same high
position in the estimation of the House that
your predecessors have occupied. I have also
to congratulate the Premier on having
attained the distinguished position he now
holds; and if I have any regret, it is that
he is at the head of a Tory party which com-
pels him to keep himself under contrcl and
steady the pace I think he otherwise raight
have gone. In his appointment we have had
more juggling with portfolios. We have a full
bench of Ministers who have come to their
position by various means, resulting in a
great deal of discontent on the other side of
the Chamber.
Mr., MackintosH: None.

Mr.J. MLHUNTER : Iunderstand that the
hon. gentleman who interjected is one of
the discontented ones.

Mr. MaogintosH: You are under a mis-
take.

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: I think he fully
expected a position in the Cabinet, and pos-
-sibly he would have filled that position as
well as some of the gentlemen occupying
positions in the Ministry. However, this
rearrangement of portfolios Has taken place,
and we have now before us a complete set
of Ministers, except, of course, the Attorney-
{Lreneral; and we have once mors on the
Treasury bench the continuous Governmens.
which Queensland experienced for years ana
years. During a short time we had a break-
up of that party, through the coalition thas
took place between the Labour party and
the Morgan party; but now we have the
true Tory spirit as represented in Queens-
land. On the front bench opposite we have
four Philpites and two ex-Philpites, and
one little ewe-lamb that belonged to the
Kidston party. What that little ewe-lamb
may be able to do to help democracy we
cannot foretell; but he is so overwhelmed
by the Tory spirit around him that I do
not look for much in that direction. It is no
longer the harmonious concrete party its
late leader declared it to be. There are rifts
all through; it is broken and twisted into
every shape. There are members who do
not even atbend the House, either because
they have not been made Ministers, or be-
cause they do not approve of those who have
been made Ministers. Coming to the Speech,
I shall briefly refer to one or two matters
dealt with by the Premier. He painted a
glowing picture of the wonderful progress
made by Queensland; and I believe the
hon. gentleman thought he was giving us
actual facts. He told us of the progress of
our industries; of the great amount of land
settlement through resumptions, through the

[Mr.J. M. Hunter.
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conservation of water, and through railway
construction. It seemed for a moment as if
the dry bones opposite were beginning to
move, and that the party, which has de-
clared itself to be a democratic party, was
likely to achieve something in that direction.
But it was nothing more than the Premier’s
gift of imagination; his constructive genius
is unable to find vent for itself because of
the dead weight of Toryism sitting beside
him and around him. It reflected some of
the things he might do were he supported
by a progressive party; but I look for none
of those things from the party opposite. The
hon. gentieman told us there were large num-
bers of immigrants coming to Queensland;
and it would seem from his remarks that
this side had no sympathy with any class of
immigration. In that respect he is wrong;
and I make no apology to anybody, or to
any party, for declaring myself in favour of a
class of immigration that will help to
build up Queensland; but I believe, on
good authority, that we are not receiving
anything like a fair percentage of that class.
I admit that there may be a difficulty in
making a proper selection at home; but
unless we can get the right sort we are bet-
ter without any at all. Queensland spent
last year £80,000, and is going to spend
something like double that amount this year
on immigration. Already over £3,000,000 of
the taxpayers’ money has been spent on this
means of attracting population; and what
has Queensland gained? To-day we have
very little more than the natural increase of
our population; and yet we are told that
this iy a good thing to invest money in; and
there is a power behind the Government
urging them tfo bring out more people,
because they want men who will work for
lower wages. They say it is a business pro-
position, and from their point of view I
admit that it is, because it means that by
increasing the number of those seeking
employment there must be a corresponding
decrease in the rate of wages. It is a
very difficult matter to get the class of
men we want; and in discussing the matter
with Mr. Dunlop, one of the Scottish Com-
missioners, he told me that the class of men
we wanted were not to be got at home—
that in Scotland they were the class of men
they were looking for themselves. He said,
“1f you want to know where to get the
sort of men that Queensland wants, I will
tell you; and you will have no difficulty in
getting them. It is in Canada. If the
people who have gone to Canada knew the
advantages Queensland has to offer they
would come here in droves. I have seen no
country that offers better facilities for the
class of men that have gone to Canada, and
have to some extent failed because of the
extreme conditions.” I believe there are
to-day in Canada large nuwmbers of people
that have been attracted through the same
system of over-advertising; and a great
number of them would like to get away
from (Canada; and if the Queensland Go-
vernment were to make known in Canada
the possibilities of Queensland, instead of
giving bribes to men to misrepresent
Queensland in the old country, the money
would be much better spent. The Premier
also referred fto the fact that hundreds of
bags of wheat were lying in the fields of
New South Wales for want of labour. I
interjected that it was not harvest-time; and
hy said there was a seed-time as well as a
karvest. I read the same thing in the
Courier, but, whoever was the author of the
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statement, must think that people know
nothing about wheat-growing. We know
that wheat is sown by drills, and the
few bags of wheat about the paddock,
if there at all, would be unsewn; and that
would not show any lack of men, If they
were sewn up, it might prove a shortage
of labour, but, being open, it would prove
nothing of the kind. Then the hon. gentle-
rian referred to the wonderful development
in the clothing trade and the boot trade,
and some other industries; but it is worthy
of note that the wages board in connection
with the clothing factories have not yeb
come to their findings, and the factories
are not paying the same wages as the
factories in New South Wales, or giving
the same favourable conditions; and the
result is that the Brisbane manufacturers
are placing their stuff South and under-
selling New South Wales. It is frue that
the boot factories are very busy; but it is
because they have mnot the up-to-date
machinery which the Southern people have;
and the Southern people are doing more in
that trade with Queensland than ever they
did before. Melbourne and Sydovey houses
are doing more in the boot trade with
Queensland than< ever before. The reason
is that the boards fixed lower rates of wages
and the manufacturers here are competing
here at a disadvantage. These two conditions
with respect to boots and clothing only prove
fhe necessity for passing the referendum which
was refused by Queensland not long ago—a re-
sult which the Government worked very hard
to accomplish. I am satisfied that until
power is given to fix a uniform rate of wages
and hours throughout the different States of
the Commonwealth where these factories
are established, we cannot retain our natural
trade. In former times, when we were
separate colonies, we were able to protect
ourselves by different tariffs. But, having
thrown away that barrier, we can no longer
adjust the unfair conditions which prevail
with respect to hours of labour and rates of
pay. In the course of his speech the Pre-
mier was drawn into speaking about the
loan that the Government had recently
floated in London, and he stated that if it
had not been for the Moroceo trouble there
would probably have been no difficulty in
floating the whole of the loan. For some
time past I have been of opinion that this
underwriting business has become a sort of
patent right of some people at home, and
that it is their business to see that there is
always some trouble, so that they may secure
for themselves whatever price they like for a
loan. Aslong as the Government employ under-
writers, so long will the present condition
of things with regard to our loans prevail,
and the public will never have an oppor-
tunity of really showing what they think
of the loans floated by Queensland. We
were further told by the Premier that he
proposed joining with other State Premiers
to hold a conference in Melbourne® with
reference to the questions contained in the
recent referendum-—particularly the question
of giving greater powers to the Federal Par-
ligment. I ask—If it 1s desirable to give the
Federal Parliament those powers, why were
they not cheerfully given when they were
asked for? Why does the State Premier
turn round to-day, and propose by legisla-
tion to extend the powers of the Common-
wealth Parliament, when he advised the
electors of Queensland not to give the

%
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Commonwealth Parliament those powers?
Surely the opposition that was offered to
the referendum savours of an attempt to
take a throw out of the existing Federal
Government, instead of an attempt to do
what was best for Queensland and for Aus-
tralia as a whole. It was held then, and it
is still held, that the State Governments are
not able to deal with monopolies. Neither
are the Federal Government able to deal
with monopolies. We have to-day a strike
which has been prompted purely by one of
the monopolies which exist in this country.
There are other monopolies growing up in
our midst, and I sincerely trust that befors
they grow too strong—so strong that we may
have our Parliament and public life cor-
rupted by the money power which they
wield—power will be given to the Federal
Government to deal with monopolies, which
are a curse to all countries. (Hear, hear!)
Monopolies are, perhaps, the first step to
nationalisation. I have always believed that
when these large combines join together for
their own protection, the ultimate result will
be the nationalisation of those combines for
the protection of the whole community. 1
want here to read an extract from evidence
given by Mr. Andrew Carnegie before the
Tariff Commission in 1909. Mr. Carnegie
said-—

“ The industrial world is about to undergo the
most momenteus change known in its history,
even more far-reaching than was the change
from the individual domestic manufacturer,
manufacturing at home, to the factory system
and the huge establishments of to-day.

““ We are rapidly losing competition in articles
of general consumption, upon which nations
have hitherto depended to insure reasonable
prices for the consumer. Some of our most
important industries to-day are only nominally
competitive, and in reality are monoepolies so
far that an understanding exists as to the
prices that will prevail.

“We cannot, it seems the opinion, withstand
this movement. It has to be received and
tested, which mesans that these virtual mono-
polies must be controlled some way or another.

The only force appears to be that of the
National Government.”

When the power is given, as I believe it wiil
be given, to the Federal Government to deal
with monopolies such as I have referred to,
and others which are bound to spring into
existence, what will probably happen is that
we shall nationalise the industries concerned.
Immediately any combine hecomes a danger
to the general public, it is time for the
national Government to take it over and
nationalise it. With regard to the Speeca
from the Throne, there are one or two
matters that I wish to refer to. We find
that there is a great deal said about the
potentialities of the State. We are given
a large catalogue of amending Bills, which
only proves once more that hasty legisla-
tion practised of late in this House leads
to a crop of amending Bills session after
session. But there is no reference in the
Speech to any measure to promote trade and
agricultural development by water conserva-
tion, and by that closer settlement which
was alluded to by the Premier. We hear
nothing about reduced railway freights to
help the producer inland, or about State in-
surance, which will help to make our work-
men’s compensation law and even our life
assurance a benefit to the community and a
help to the individual. We hear nothing
about the appointment of public trustees, and
nothing about = Trade Disputes Bill.  All

Mr.J. M. Hunter.}
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these things have been left out, for reasons
that the Government may give us later on;
but so far we have heard no justification for
the omission of these important matters from
their programme. The chief object of the
Government appears to have been to find
profitable employment for capital. It may
be a very good thing, and is a very good
thing I believe, for capital to be profitably
employed. We do not wish to see capital
driven out of the country because it cannot
find employment here; we*do not wish to sen
it tied up and idle, but we want to see it given
the opportunity of being used, but in such a
way as will be for the benefit of the great mass
of the people it employs. When fair wages
and fair conditions are given to those who
are employed in our industries, then we wish
to assist capital in finding proper avenues of
employment. We are told thet it is a busi-
ness proposition to find capital profitable
employment. But it is also a business pro-
position to find labour profitable employment.
The latter is just as important as the first,
and, in my opinion, a great deal more
important. Capital can never die or rust,
or do anything except go away, but it is not
going to leave Queensland. Such things,
however, as death and sickness and trouble
happen to those who are employed in our
industries.. They may be employed under
unfavourable conditions, and 1t 15 just as
much a business proposition to see that the
most profitable capital we have—that is, the
labour of the industrial classes of the com-
munity—is employed under fair conditions,
and that the workers receive a fair share of
the wealth they produce, so as to assist
capital to find profitable employmens; and
no Government are doing their duty to the
people if they disregard that resvonsibility.
We find nothing in the Uovernment pro-
gramme about reduced railway freights, or
a Trade Disputes Bill, or anything about
social reform. The great masses are left to
work out their own salvation as far as the
Government are concerned. I know that when
one talks in this way he is accused of being a
socialist. Well, 1f being a sosialist is what
I understand by the word “sociaiist,’’ then
I cannot deny the soft impeachment. I should
like to read here an extract from the writings
of one of the leading literary men of Creat
Britain on this subject. I refer to Jack
London, who says—

¢ The socialists were revolutionists, inasmuch
as they struggled to overthrow the society of
the present, and out of the material to build
the society of the future. I, too, was a
socialist and a revolutionist. I joined the
groups of working class and intellectual revo-
lutiomists, and for the first time came into
intellectual living.

‘“Here I found keen flashing intellects and
brilliant wits; for here I met strong and alert
brained, withal horny-handed, members of the
working class; unfrocked preachers too wide
in their Christianity for any congregation of
Mammon worshippers; brofessors broken on
the wheel of university subserviesnce to the
ruling class and flung out because they were
quick with knowledge which they strove to
apply to the affairs of mankind.

“ Here I found warm faith in human, glowing
idealism, sweetness of unselfishness, renuncia-
tion, and martyrdom—all the splendid, sting-
ing things of the spirit. Here life was clean,
noble, and alive. Here life rehabilitated itself,
became wonderful and glorious; and I was glad
to be alive.

“1 was in touch with great souls who exalted
flesh and spirit over dollars and cents, and to
‘whom the thin wail of the starved slum child

[Mr.J. M. Hunter,
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meant more thain all the pomp and circum-
stance of commercial expansion and world
empire.

“ All about me were nobleness of purpose and
heroism of effort, and my days and nights were
sunshine and starshine, all fire and dew, with
before my eyes, ever burning and blazing, the
Holy Grail, Christ’s own Grail, the warm
human, long-suffering and maltreated, but to
be rescued and saved at the last.”

if those are the sentiments of a socialist,
then I say they are the sentiments of the
noblest ambition that can prompt human
action. I contend that in the attempts
which are being made by men of that stamp
to bring about social reform and improve
the conditions of the great mass of the
people we have the noblest ambition and
the highest aspiration that any man can
cherish, and that it is an ambition that any
man might be proud to cherish.

Mr. MorgaN: What are you doing in that
direction ?

Mr. J. M, HUNTER: I am doing a bit
more than the hon. member, anyhow. When
referring to the Government programme, I
said there was on absence from it of any
measure  to promote land  seitlement,
altbough the Premier referred to that as
one of the great things that were being done
by the Government. I hold that we are
not settling the people on the land as we
ought to do—that there is too much specula-
tion going on in land. Large areas of land
are alienated, or are in course of alienation,
and later on this policy of alienation will
cause a great deal of trouble to the Govern-
ment and to the people of Queensland. We
are going about land settlement in an
entirely wrong manner. We have abundance
of land for closer settlement, but we are not
using ib as we should. Our system of land
settlement is entirely wrong. TLet me say
at once that I do not believe it possible for
two Under Secretaries to do the work that
is required to be dome by our Lands De-
partment, and to do it better than it is
being done at the present time. I lay no
blame on the Under Secretaries, but I think
it is necessary to subdivide the department
into sections, and an officer at the head of
cach section having full control over it so
as to be able to look after it properly. I
believe that the lands of the different dis-
tricts in the State should be gone over and
properly classified into lands suitable for
agriculture, lands suitable for grazing and

dairying, and lands suitable for

[4.30 p.m.] pastoral purposes. If that were

done, then the land could be cut
into proper-sized blocks, and a man could
make a living on them. If necessary, water,
either by means of conservation, or bores,
or wells, could he provided, and then, should
these lands not be within a marketable dis-
tance, railways should be built to them. To
my mind this should all be done before the
land is offered to the public at all, and
then these seftlements would contain a con-
crete method of civilisation, and we would
have our schools and institutions all pro-
perly established in the various communities.
To-day we have a most expensive system of
administration simply because we have the
people scattered all over the place in
almost every direction. On this valley vou
see a few people settled, and ten miles
further off you see a few more people
settled. That means that you have to pro-
vide schools and police, and make all these
necessary provisions in different parts of the
State just because the people are scattered.
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“The result of the people being scattered

in this way means that they have no roads,
no railways, and in many cases no schools
and no water, and the result of it all is
that we find the cost of administration un-
necessarily heavy; whereas if a method were
adopted such as I suggest—and I know that

‘the Minister for Railways agrees with me—

we_could proceed with the building of our
railways before selection, and it would be
far better for the State in the long run.

The SECRETARY POR RaAiLways: We are

-doing it now in some directions.

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: Yes, I know you
are, -and I have asked for a return to be
laid on the table of the House, and we will

see from that return the extent the Govern-

ment are proceeding in the direction which
I propose. 1 am afraid that when that
return comes in the Government will get
just as big a shock as the general public.
I know that I shall get a surprise if there is
anything like any preparation being made for
the successful settlement that the Government
are endeavouring to make the public believe
they are undertaking. 1 believe we are
living in ““a fool's paradise’” in regard to
Tand settlement. The amount of territory
that is being taken up under lease and other
ways admits, I-believe, of a very rosy and
glowing picture being made, but I do not
believe that we are getting down to the class
of settlement that is going to be either per-
manent or profitable.

The SECRETARY FOR RATLWAYS: What
about the priority settler?

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: The priority
system is not an unmixed good. I do not

know that there is any use my referring to
that just now, but I can give numerous

-cases_where it has worked out indifferently,

and I do not see how the system is going
to be a benefiting one at all. If the prin-

ciples are adopted which I urge the Govern-

ment to take up, I do not see how priority
can come in. I would like . to see a limita-
tion of the areas which can now be held by
different people for different classes of land.
‘There is some land within a few miles of
Brisbane where a few acres of land would
be abundant for certain classes of culture,
such as orchards, etc. Further afield the land
would be classed in another form, and so on;
and in that way there would be no need
for priority at all. XFach man would get the
block he wanted, and no one would get any
more.

Mr. MoreaN: What is a fair and reason-
able amount of land to hold at Roma?

Mr. J. M. HUNTER : If the hon. gentle-
man went to Roma he would know. I know
that the hon. gentleman would want to take
up 10,000 acres, but I would be up against
that every time. If he wanted a 10,000-acre
block, he would know at once that he did not
intend to cultivate it. The hon. gentleman is
like those who get 2,500 acres of land and
then buy 2,500 acres of land more, and, in-
stead of using that land as agricultural land,
as it was intended he should, he would turn
it into a sheep-walk. That land might just
as well have stayed in the hands of the
original lessee as to be put into his hands.
In fact, it is worse than if the lessee had
it, because, when the lessee holds it, the
Government can resume it, but if the land
once gnts into the hands of the hon. gentle-
men he holds on to it for years and years.
Then probably a railway will be built to it
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and finally the Government purchase it back
at a big price and the hon. gentleman reaps
the profit. Let me say now that the Govern-
ment are not resuming as much land as they
should do for closer settlement purposes. That
is probably the reason why a great number of
people come to Queensland and go away dis-
contented and disappointed. Within the last
twelve months the people have wanted the
Blythdale Estate to be resumed. I believe the
hon member for Boonsh is interested in it.

The SPEAKER : Order!

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: I mean the hon.
member for Fassifern. The Minister has
been asked three times to resume that land,
and three times the request has been refused.
The farmers’ associations at Hodgson, Mit-
chell, Wallumbilla, ‘Pickinjinnie, Bungewor-
goral, and Warooby have all asked for the
land to be resumed and made available for
selection, but the Government say ‘“ No.” I
do not know whether the Government profess
to know more about the requirements of the
district than those farmers, but they should
certainly not know more than their own
Crown lands rangers. If the rangers were
asked if that land should be resumed, the
reply would be emphatically ““ Yes.” A few
miles further north the Government have
thrown open Durham Downs in blocks of
from 5,800 to 7,000 acres each. It is first-
class agricultural land, and well suited for
wheat-growing. Now, that land has been
offered for grazing selection, and in a few
years’ time the people will be hungering for
1t for agriculture.

Mr. WieNHOLT : Is there no pear on it?

Mr. J. M. HUNTER : There is no pear to
be found on if, so I am informed. I know
a family who took up four blocks of 5,000
acres each, and they have now got 20,000
acres between them. It is land that should
be oultivated, ag it is good agricultural
land. If it were classified as agricultural
land and made available by putting water
on it and  bullding a railway there,
every acre of that land would be put
under cultivation. But we find nothing of
this kind taking place. Later on I shall have
something to say with regard to agriculfure.
The Lands Department is the leading depart-
ment next to the Agricultural Department in
reference to land settlement. We can have
no settlement without agriculture. To my
mind the most important department we have
is the Agricultural Department, because after
the land is parted with, still the Agricultural
Department have to deal with it. But the
Lands Department do not seem to make the
means of settlement any easier, consequently
there is no increase in the area under cultiva-
tion. We have the Government saying that
they are dealing with the prickly pear, but
how are they doing it? During the last
session I attended with deputations asking
for a commission to be appointed, or a board
or something else to be appointed, so that
the guestion of the prickly pear might be
gone into. After the second or third waiting
we werse to get an answer. Parliament closed
and we got no definite reply., During that
same session 1 presented a petition from two
or three farmers’ associations in my elec-
torate asking for free pear poison. I believe
that it was a proposal that was worth while
considering. I laid it before the Minister
and the Under Secretary, and the first diffi-
culty they met with was to prevent waste in
its use, because it was held—and perhaps
held with a good deal of truth—that things

Mr.J. M. Hunger.)
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that people get for mnothing they are likely
to va}qe little, and they wanted to make some
provision to protect them against any waste
of that sort. After some months they finally
c%lscovered some means by which it might bo
done, and they were going into the matter of
getting authority for the expenditure by the
dep_artment. It was believed that the psycho-
logical moment had arrived for giving the
authority for the poison to destroy the pear,
when they suddenly discovered that it would
be a good thing to get a board of advice
appointed, and that knocked on the head the
proposal to give free pear poison. That also
meant starting away back where we asked the
Government to start twelve months before.

Mr. O’SurLivaw: That is like the Govern-
ment in everything.

The TrEASURER: Do you object to the estab-
lishment of the board?

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: The hon. geuntleman
knows that I asked twelve months ago that a
board of advice should be appointed to deal
with the question, so that there has been a
twelve months of waste of time. I asked the
Minister if a report had been received from
that board, and if not, when might we expect
one? He told us that he presumed that as
soon as the board were able to give the advice,
or give a report, that it would be received,
and that the report would be printed.

Mr. MorgAN: That is fair.

Mr., J. M. HUNTER: That is fair; but I
suppose it will be the year after next that we
will get the report. We will hear about it
at the next election, and we will be told that
the Government, on the advice of this board,
are going to do something in connection with
the prickly pear. It has bcen going on for
years, and the Government have not had the
courage to deal with it. There are a great
many things in this connection that might
be done. The entomologist writes, in a
back room of the Agricultural Department,

pamphlets on scientific subjects. But these
50

things are not made public enough,
that few people see his work. Why
should he not be employed on this

prickly-pear question? Why has he not
been asked to ascertain what other countries
are doing in this respect? Last session I
mentioned about the cochineal insect which
was reported to be destroying the prickly
pear in other countries. Has nothing been
done here about it? There are other ex-
periments to be made, not only for destroying
the pear, but to see if it can be utilised, and
also whether cheaper means of destruction can
be found. The Government are whibtling
away the time, and doing absolutely nothing.
I have an extract which I took from the
Courier some months ago which I will read to
the House. It deals with experiments made
by the Agricultural Department in the United
States in regard to this particular thing. It
S8YS—

“ 1f the great south-west is ever reclaimed and
made to produce vegetation that will be profit-
able, it must be done by developing the native
plants instead of attempting to introduce new
species and trying to acclimatise them (writes
P. B. MecClenahan, in the Scientific American).
With this idea in view, the United States
Department of Agriculture has been directing
the experiment stations and encouraging. work
upon the cacti. For more than six years the
experiment station at Las Cruces, New Mexico,
has been experimenting with prickly pear and
other cacti. This speeies has been planted, and
it was found that by throwing it upon the
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ground 85 per cent. of the pieces grew, while
only 81 per cent. of the parts planted in a.
furrow grew. The rows were planted 10 feet
apart, and then left without cultivation, irrign-
tion, or attention for three, four, and five
years. By this time the rows had spread until
they were from 6 to 8 feet wide, and only left a
small path between them. Then began a large
series of experiments. The fruit of the cactus
was gathered. It is almost as large as an egg,
of a dark-red colour, and filled with seeds. The
colouring matter was first extracted and found.
to make an excellent fruit colouring for jellics
and confectionery. Then sugars were examined,.
and six kinds were found, and after long tedious

processes, each sugar was fermented and in
time turned into alcohol. Then came careful
weighing and mathematical calculations to

determine the amount of denatured alcohol
that could be produced from an acre and the
minimum of cost. Final deductions gave most
satisfactory results, and it was proven that 150
dollars’ worth of denatured alcohol could be:
produced per acre-after an average growth of
four years from the plants.”

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
cost per dollar?

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: The article goes on—

‘“ At this rate a quarter section of now arid
land could be made to yield a gross income of
24,000 dollars, and this would be almost a
perpetual yield, as the fruit is borne annually;
and the plants need no repianting, cultivating,
or irrigation, and grow upon the poorest soil
in the arid regions.”

1 do not know whether the Department of
Agriculture intend to ascertain what is being
done by the Department of Agriculture in the
United States, but I think every source should
be studied to obtain information regarding
this plant, for very good reasons—because it
is fast getting a hold of our best lands, and
the Government, in their anxiety to get the
land clear of this pest. are frequently driving
good men off the land by the strict conditions
that they compel to be observed by selectors.
Men go on the land in ignorance, not knowing
the extent of the contract they are under-
taking, and say, ‘“ Oh, yes, we can o that,”
but when they -get about half-way into the
middle, they find they are unable to fulfil the
conditions, and frequently the Government
take this attitude: That so long as they
have pear lands available for selection,
they try to force men to select them, and
refuse to throw open good land that men
would select.

The TreasUrRer: They are throwing opén
land every day, and good land too.

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: I know they are
throwing open land, but, if the Treasurer will
look at the bulletins issued from the de-
partment, he will find that a great per-
centage of those lands are pear lands, and a
great many of the resumptions that are being
made are pear resumptions, and the Govern-
ment, instead of resuming good lands, classi-
fying them, and making them available by
railways and water, are resuming and throw-
ing open a lot of waste land that men are
forced to take up because they cannot get
other land. After a little while they become
dissatisfied, and ruined very often, and they
go off the land, and leave the country dis-
gusted. And there is a lot of that going to
happen in Queensland. I can assure this
House that I know scores of men, and the hon.
member for Murilla, if he is honest, will
admit that the pear conditions that the Go-
vernment are enforcing upon the selectors
are such that numbers of men will be driven
off the land. He must know that, and any

At what
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representative who has pear country in his
electorate knows perfectly well that the con-
ditions that are being enforced are not going
to bring about that clearing of the pear as
the Government think. It is only going to
make men do a cerfain amount of work,
spend the bit of capital they have, and then
leave the place disgusted. There must be
some other method of clearing the pear if we
are going to successfully deal with the pest.

. Mr. Moreax: I find the Secretary for Public
Lands willing to assist any genuine cases that
come before him. I hope he will always do
s0. I have had hundreds of cases.

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: I know the hon.
member has had a number of cases before
the department.

The TREASURER: It shows how attentive he
is to his constituents,

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: I.am quite satisfied
that the methods that are being adopted, of
sending out notice to show cause, are not the
methods that will bring about a peaceable
settlement of this difficulty. The hon. mem-
ber who has just been returned for Dalby told
the truth the other day in this connection,
and if the hon. member for Murilla were to
tell the truth—-

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: I did not intend to
infer that he did not tell the truth-—did
not want to tell the truth—but I do think
he evaded the truth in his statement
with regard to pear. We know, too,
that in that department there are one
or two very enthusiastic officers who
are anxious to help the Government
with regard to this pear question, and
who, I am afraid, do not receive that assist-
ance, or encouragement, that they should
get. 1 think every source of advice should
he solicited, from the heads of the department
to the lowest officer in the ranks. I believe
good advice could be received and given,
because some of those officers have
studied this pear question for years.
Another thing I would like to see the
Government do to assist settlement is to
dam the creeks and rivers wherever pos-
sible. Large bodies of water could be con-
served, not only in our river and creek beds,
but also in valleys, at small expense. In
that way we would improve the climatic con-
ditions, and very likely bring about a better
rainfall than we have at the present time.
Wherever the Railway Department has done
that sort of thing along our railways, you
find splendid stretches of water. The dams
are standing well, and they are not expensive,
and you find settlement creeping up alongside,
because they have a permanent supply of
waber assured in times of drought. During
the year the Governmen$, I believe, paid
£170,000 odd in anticipated payments. Had
they not done that they would only have had
eleven months’ expenditure this year. TLast
year, inr order to bring down the balance,
or to dissipate the balance, they anticipated
payments, and this year, in order to keep
the twelve months complete, they have
anticipated payments to this amount.
That may be all very well, but my impres-
sion is that if the Queensland Government
find they are taking more money from the
taxpayer than is actually required for the
carrying on of this country, the proper thing
would be to reconsider their railway freights
and fares. We have in Queensland the
highest railway freights .in Australia.
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The TrREASURER: Is it not a fair thing, when
an account is due, to include that account
when making a balance for that particular
period? It is correct finance.

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: I ask the hon.
gentleman, who claims to be a heaven-born
financier, I suppose, and who is the grama-
phone of his under secretary—I ask him if,
on adjusting his finances, he had found him-
self £150,000 behind, would he have antici-
pated this month’s payments?

The TrEASURER: You may depend upon it
he would have done the straight thing every
time.

Mr, J. M. HUNTER: If ever the time
comes for the hon. gentleman to find him-
self with a deficit, he will not anticipate pay-
ments, neither he nor any other Treasurer.
Neither would he have anticipated pay-
ments this year only he saw he had a
surplus. I say the seasons are good, and
all that sort of thing, but it is time the
Government reduced. the railway freights
and so reduce these big  surpluses.
We have the highest freights in Australia.
(n the border line the freights are some-
thing like 50 per cent. below those on any
other trunk line, and that line is paying
very well. If the border line pays well with
a rate of £5 per ton for 300 miles on
third—clasg goods, why cannot the Western

line and the Central and Northern
lines pay at the same rates? I say it
is not fair, because they are coming

into competition with the New South Wales
traffic, that special conditions should be
given there, and the rest of the public are
at their mercy, because the Government are
the only public carriers, and are compelled
to pay whatever they ask. It is not the
way to assist the farmer or settler, or bring
about that great settlement that the Premier
spoke of. Cheap railway freights, that will
bring men within a reasonable distance of
a market, is one of the best inducements
the Government could give for people who
want to select, and I say that instead of
paying that £170,000, or collecting it this
year from the Railway Department, the Go-
vernment should reduce the railway freights
to that extent. During the recess, as

said before, there has been a juggling in
portfolios. The late Premier has dis-
appeared, and there has appeared in his
place the late Minister for Lands. Now,
when we passed the Land Act last session,
and when an attack was made on the Land
Court, we little dreamed that the then
Premier contemplated taking a position of
that sort, and I did not dream, when I
strongly protested against the extra five
years' service, that that would make the
position more acceptable to him. Now,
whether that appointment was right or
wrong the Government must take the
blame. It 1s no wuse saying the Ilate

Premier appointed himself, because he
could not have done it. without the
consent of the Cabinet. The sin, if any,

lies with the Government. There was no
man more opposed to men of advanced years
gebting appointments in the Government
service than the late Premier; he opposed
anybody over forty-five years of age being
taken into the service, and now, at the age
of sixty-two, we have him accepting the posi-
tion I referred to, and the Bill was amended
in the Upper House to increase the retiring
age from sixty-five years to seventy years,
so that it would be a better position and
give him a sure position- of eight years. I
do not know of any qualifications that that

Mr.J. M. Hunter.]
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gentleman possessed for the position. I do
think the gentleman appointed with him,
My, Wilson, is in every way qualified for
the position, and I belicve good will result
from his appointment. I do not think I can
say the same of the other gentleman, nor do
I think, in the late discussion which took
place between him and the Minister for
Lands, that he came out very well. I think
he was altogether wrong. Now, I wish to

say one or two words about the

[5 p.m.] Department of Agriculture. That

department has been asleep ever
since it was started, except for a few short
years when it was controlzl)ed by the present
Premier, who was the ablest Minister that
ever sat in the chair at the head of that
de%artmen’c. I only hope the present Minister
will endeavour to emulate him, because if
he does that, he may do some good for
Queensland. We are told there are 116 ex-
perts and officers in the department; and I
believe the one thing they are told to do is
to go slow. There are some very capable
men among them—I believe they are all
capable men—and it is a great pity to see
the talent for which the country is paying
not being made use of. The Stabte is not
getting value for the mioney spent, and who
is responsible? I have arrived at the con-
clusion that less attention should be paid
to the social duties and more attention paid
to the official duties of the department.

The SECRETARY ¥OR AGRICULTURE: What do
you mean by ‘“the social duties”?

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: The hon. gentleman
can take it as he likes. I think it is generally
known in this House how I mean it.

The SEORETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: I think
it very improper to make such a statement.

Mr. J. M. HUNTER : What has been done
in connection with silos and ensilage?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Every-
thing except building them.

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: I think assistance
should be given, not only in the way of
specifications, moulds, and supervision, butb
also in money. Probably that will be done
when the Agricultural Bank Act is amended.
I do not think sufficient information is given
to the farmers. HExperts are not sent out fo
advise them or give lectures; nor are meetings
arranged between farmers and the experts.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Has any
organisation in your district ever asked for an
expert and been refused?

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: It will be a sorry day
for Queensland if the men on the land have
to ask for these things. I contend that it is
the business of the department to force thess
things on the farmers. I never knew the
child ask fto be taught—the teacher has te
go and teach the child. And the Depart-
ment of Agriculture is there to teach the
farmer.

_ The SEORETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Would
it not be slow work, taking into consideration
that there are hundreds of communities in
Queensland?

~Mr. J. M. HUNTER: No. We have 118
experts and other officers. You have your
chemist——

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: How
many?

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: You have one. But
one man need not do the whole of the lectur-
ing.- In South Australia the Agricultural
Department - give the farmers’ societies and
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g}zilds all sorts of encouragement to meet and
discuss matters, write papers, and make experi-
ments. They also give free railway passes,
send out bulletins, and employ every means
to encourage men to think about their busi-
ness. Where they are g bit backward, experts
go and lecture. That is what should be done
here. We hear very little about fallowing in
Queensland; but I believe that if there is one
State more than another where land should
be fallowed it is Queensland. ) .

The SECRETARY FOR AericviTUre: Do you
thir%)k our farmers are as ignorant as you make
out?

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: The hon. gentleman
can judge for himself. 1 know how much
they need assistance, and how little they
receive. In the hon. gentleman’s own
district—on the Darling Downs—I heard
this remark by a man who had been there
thirty-five years. Speaking in reference
to wheat, he said “ We have a magnificent
growth, but the heads won’t fill.” What has
happened? Some of the elements required
for the filling of the heads have been taken
away during the years and years the land has
been cropped, and the department ought to
find out by analysis, or some other means,
what is required to supply the thing that is
absent from the soil.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Is that
very general on the Downs?

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: I cannot tell the
hon, gentleman—I do not live on the Downs.
T dare say it is one of meny cases.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: I can
assure you it is not.

Mr. J. M. HUNTER : I dare say it is the
first time the hon. gentleman heard of such
a thing.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Yes; ibis
—the first !

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: The other day 1
asked for a return to show the circulation of
the ¢ Agricultural Journal,” and we are told
that 3,000 copies are being sent out, besides
bulleting and other publications. Here we
have a journal costing something like £1,000
a year.

The SECRRTARY POR AGRICULTURE: £891 for
the journal.

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: We pay experts
who write excellent articles which are pub-
lished; and, because people will not send
stamps to pay for the postage, they are not
to have the journal. DMembers do not even
geb a copy in their boxes,

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Why do
they not pay the shilling for postage?

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: The Mines Depart-
ment supply their journal, and members can
get extra copies on application, also the
‘“Sugar Journal’; but the * Agricultural
Journal,”” which iy well printed, and contains a
lot of excellent articles, is only sent out to 3,000
persons—not necessarily farmers, but persons
interested in farming. The journal, and every
Bulletin published, should be sent to our
farmers. Why have experts and have these
journals and bulletins published if not %o,
put into the hands of the men on the
land the necessary information to make
their calling profitable? We have been told
more than once of the wonderful increase
in our butter trade; and I thought it was
time to ascertain what progress we were really
making. The Premier some time ago, re-
ferring to agriculture;, stated that it would
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all come in time—as dairying had come.
Dairying got its start +through the then
{iovernment sending round a travelling dairy;
it did not come by chance. It was not left to
itself; the Government assisted it. We know
that a lot of land has been put under artificial
grasses, but that does not explain the position.
1 will show by comparison how matters stand;
and in doing so I will compare New South
Wales with Queensland, because it is the sister
State, and the climatic conditions are wvery
similar, both in the interior and on the coast.
Queensland produced 20,319,976 1b. butter in
1805, and 24,592,711 1b. in 1908.

The SECRETARY FOB AGRICULTURE :
did you get those figures?

My. J. M. HUNTER : From the last Com-
monwealth Year Book.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: They are
all wrong as far as Queensland is concerned.

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: I would sooner take
Knibbs as an authority than the hon.
gentleman, New South Wales produced
52,040,250 1b. in 1805, and 64,865,608 lb. in
1909. So that while we went up 4,000,000 1b.,
New South Wales went up 8,000,000 1b. In
1904-5 there were 19,231 acres of potatoes in
Queensland, and in 1909-10 there were 13,569
acres—a reduction of 6,000 acres. In the
same years, in New South Wales, the area
went up from 48,754 acres to 174,970 acres.
In hay crops—wheat, oats, barley, and
lucerne—Queensland produced 136,039 tons in
1903-4, and 96,854 tons in 1909-10—a decrease
of 39,185 tons; while in the same period the
quantity produced in New South Wales rose
from 816,310 tons to 981,201 tons—an increase
of 64,391 tons. In 1904-5 the area of wheat
in Queensland was 150,958 acres, and in
1908-10 it was 117,160 acres—a decrease of
43,798 acres. In that same period the area
in New South Wales increased from 1,775,955
acres to 1,990,180 acres—an increase of 214,225
acres. In that same period Western Aus-
tralia increased her area five times over. In
1906-7 we had 44,178 acres under lucerne, and
last year we had only 42,935 acres. New
South Wales had 45,964 acres under lucerne
crops in 1206-7, and 68,822 acres last year,
showing an increase as against our decrease.
During the same period the acreage under arti-
ficial grasses in Queensland was increased by
72,900 acres, while New South Wales increased
281,000, While we have an increase of about
4,000,000 1b. in our butter production, New
South Wales has an increase of 8,000,000 lb.;
and while we have gone back in every form
of agriculture during that period, New South
Weales has gone on steadily increasing in
every form of agriculture. I ask, in all
seriousness, how does the Secretary for
Agriculture, or any other man, account for
that? Is it not fruly the case that agri-
culture is not receiving that encouragement
from the department that it should receive?
Not only does agriculture not receive proper
encouragement from the Department of
Agriculture, but it does not receive proper
encouragement from the Lands Deparbmens.
The class of men who go on the land for
agricultural purposes are the homesteaders,
and if you go to the Lands Department I
underbake to say that you will hardly find
more than two or three districts where home-
stead selections areavailable—for this reason,
the Government are financing with their
lands, and sooner than give land away at
Yomestead prices they sell it in any quantity
t0 persons who are willing o pay for it.

Mr. O’Suttivan: They are jobbing it

Where

[1 Avevst.]

Address in Reply. 339

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: They are jobbing
their lands at ten ‘“ bob” an acre, and yet they
will not allow a small selector o get land.
They will supply any amount of land at ten
““bob” an acre to anyone who comes along,
but the small selector who goes on to the land
to make a home for himself and produce food
for the community has no chance of getting
land, because the department has no sympathy
with him. If the selector goes in for a bigger
area, then the department is too tired to help
him.

The SECRETARY FOR ACRICULTURE: We
spent £6,000 on the Roma State Farm during
the last four years.

Mr., J. M. HuNtEr: And the very best
results obtained from any State farm has
been obtained from the State farm at Roma.

The SBCRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: The
result has been nil

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: The result has been
more than nil. If the hon, gentleman says
that, he does not tell the truth. The depart-
ment had at Roma one of the ablest and
liveliest men in the service; he is one of the
best farm managers the department has got,
and yet the Minister for Agriculture says he
has done nothing—proved nothing. I
wonder if the hon. gentleman can tell me how
many different varieties of wheat were grown
on the Roma State Farm last year. I ask
the hon. gentleman will he tell me how many
varieties of wheat were tested on those lands
last year? :

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: He can
tell you what the result was.

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: The hon, gentleman
cannot tell me how many varieties of wheat
were tested at the Roma State Farm, and
yet he says the results were nil. It has been
proved beyond question that by the propaga-
tion of drought-resisting, rust-resisting, and
larger-yielding and better milling varieties
better results follow. At the Roma State
Farm they have been hybridising and striking
different varieties of wheat, which will pro-
duce marvellous results in the future. Dr.
Wilson, a gentleman Professor of Agriculture
of the Edinburgh University, and who was
connected with the Scottish Commission, told
me that he had not seen finer work in all his
travels than he saw on the Roma State Farm.
Mr. Wilson also said that the officer who was
managing the farm should be afforded every
assistance, as the manager was overworked
in trying to handle so many kinds of
grain. That is the opinion of a man who
comes from the heart of an agricultural
country, and who has ftravelled through
Canada and the United States. Yet the
Minister tells me that nothing was done af
that farm during four years, and that it was
done ab a cost of £6,000. I should like to
know if the Government are doing anything
to find markets for the farmers’ produce. Are
they doing anything to assist the producer?
I believe they are going to build cold stores,
Lut I suppose they will be for the benefit of
people in Brisbane rather than for the pro-
ducer. When they do build cold stores, I
would suggest, because it has been suggested
to me, that they should make provision for
fruit. I believe there is a likelihood of a
big storage of fruit taking place on account
of men who can afford to hold their crops
until prices are better, and who do not wish
to rush them all into the market at the same
time. I ask the Treasurer what has been
done by his Water Board? We have been

Mr.J. M. Hunter.]
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told that the regulations are to be altered.
I am very pleased to hear that, because in
my own electorate there have been a great
number of cases in which persons wishing to
provide water for their holdings have been
discouraged. I know of one case in which
the plant was held up for two months,
because the parties concerned could not get
the necessary permission to put down a
bore. It is perfectly true that a survey was
necessary to locate the exact position of the
bore, but there need mnot have been such
delay about the matter. The regulations
under the Act were placed on the table of the
_House the day after we met, but they are
altogether too strict and too drastic. I do
not think it was ever the intention of Parlia-
ment that the regulations should be so
drastic, and I was very pleased to hear that
when a case was brought under the notice
of the Premier he put aside both the Act and
regulations and the whole red tape connected
with their administration, and- allowed the
work to go on; but that was only after a
valuable plant had been idle for two months,
and the persons concerned were waiting for
every mail to bring them instructions to
proceed. I am afraid that the Treasurer has
n0t yet got a grip of his department.

The TreAsursrR: You are getting outside
the facts.

‘Mr. J. M. HUNTER : I have all the facts.
I had occasion to go to the office myself, and
I ought to have a distinet knowledge of the
facts. I .quote that particular case because
it was put into my hands. I could make it a
long way worse than I have done, and
blacken the Treasurer a great deal more than
he has been blackened, but I do not wivk to
do so, as he is bad enough without my saying
anything more about him. The senior mem-
ber for Townsville said he had been told by
many farmers that they would cultivate more
land if they could get more labour. I ro-
mind the hon. gentleman that with all the
shiploads of immigrants we have coming to
the State we must have more labour thaa w2
had in years gone by, yet we have less land
under caltivation. The hon. gentlemun said
those people were drifting to the eity. I amn
sorry to have to admit that they are drifting
to the city, and that is going to be the curse
of Queensland, if not of Australia. We are
offering inducements for people to go info
the cities, and are actually penalising men if
they go out into the country. In effect, we
say to them, ‘““You have to pay so much
wore for your food there, you have less con-
veniences, we are not going to give you any
encouragement to go there, and if you go
you do so at your own risk.”’ As a result,
the great bulk of the people are going into
the cities. The Redistribution Act will in-
tensify that evil. When that measure was
going through the House I pointed out that
its effect would be to drive people into the
city, because it centralised the governing
power here. We have within 6 miles
radius of Brisbane twenty-six members.
What an influence that gives the metropoli-
tan area in the Assembly. What chance has
any member outside to get a pull at the
Treasury when there are twenty-six men sit-
ting at the Treasury doormat every morning?

Mr. MaveraN: Sleeping on the doormat.
Mr. J. M. HUNTER: Well, sleeping on
the doormat. I was pleased to hear the

reference made by the senior member for
Townsville to the Western Railway, because

1Mr.J. M. Hunter.
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the hon. gentleman spoke against it when it
was going through the House. I was opposed
to that line, and I am more convinced than
ever that the House did wrong in passing it.
It will be a complete waste of money. If
one quarter of the money which that railway
will cost was spent in the direction I have
indicated—if we adopted a system of classify-
ing our lands and building railways to them
—we should do a great deal more for Queens-
land than we shall do by building this line,
and we should run less danger of having to
bear the burden of a lesing railway. The
great prosperity we are experiencing in
Queensland to-day is largely due to the
wonderfully prosperous condition of the graz-
ing industry, and if anything should happen
to that industry, if there should be a
drought

Mr. Gunn: Is the pastoral industry spoon-

fed?

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: The hon. member
must have been asleep, because 1 never said
anything about the industry being spoonfed.
But if the hon. member wants to know the
truth about it, I will tell him that it is
spoonfed in this way, that the pastoralists
have held their runs at rents which should
never have been fixed so low, and in that
respect they have been spoonfed more than
persons engaged in any other industry. If a
drought happened, of if there was a fall in
the price of weol and stock, the Government.
would be very sorry that they had built the
Western Railway. When the line was going
through the House I did not think there was
any business in it. From the remarks made
by the hon. member for Townsville T thought
there was no business in it. No business in
that matter is better than business, because
the proposal is a big blunder. If that line
is built from Tohermory they will get into a
gross tangle, because with the line to
make the border connection and our
other line in that district we shall
have a triangle surrounded by a rail-
way. 1 hepe that this line will not be buils
until another inspection of the country has
been made, and a more complete report fur-
nished to Parliament. We rushed through
Parliament last session a big railway scheme
involving £10,000,000, but I thought it was
only done for the purpcse of making a big
noise. I sincerely hope, at any rate, that the
railway referred to will not be built. T wish
now to refer to that very painful incident
which took place in this House last Thursday
night, when the hon. member for Moreton
spoke of the loyalty or otherwise of the
Prime Minister of Australia. I tried to per-
saade him by interjection to discontinue his
remarks on that subject, and to wait until
we had some evidence on the matter, instead
of accusing a man on no evidence.

An HownourasLe Msmser: He ought to
retract now.

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: After having read
what was actually said by the Prime Mini-
ster, I think the hon. member should make
an ample apology to this Chamber, because
I think it was a sort of thing that was un-
worthy of him and unworthy of this House.

It is the same story all over
[5.30 p.m.] again—‘‘ The wish was father to

the thought,” and that is always
the case in connection with the Labour party.
I believe very often that men who strike, or
who are threatening to strike, are driven to
do desperate things because the police are
sent up to watch them. I believe that men
are driven to crime in similar ways.
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The SEF}RE'_]TARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Then we
should dismiss all of our police force?

Mz. J. M. HUNTER: No, the police are
kept for their uses and not for their abuses,
and ‘they very often abuse their positions.
The desire is that they should incriminate
others, and so it was the other night when
we were wanted to believe that the leader
of the Federal Labour party, the present
Prime Minister, was guilty of a disloyal
act. I am very pleased to see by the
papers to-day that such is not the case.
The loyalty of the Labour parfy is just as
great as that of hon. members on the
other side.

Mr. MauveHaN: More so, as the Labour
party do more to show their loyalty.

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: Perhaps more so.
There is one thing about it, and that is that
the class to whom they belong has given mors
of their blood to the Empire than the people
who write those articles, or speak those
words, We are told that the Federal land
tax has given the Federal Government the
largest surplus they ever had in Australia,
and we were told that that money was ille-
gally taken from the pockets of the people.
But let us remember that that money is
being used for the defence of Australia, and
for a long number of years, when the other
party was in power, they did nothing be-
cause they had not got ‘the money %o do
anything in that direction. They had not
the courage to impose a land tax, and they
would have gone on for years and years before
they would have had that courage. The monsy
was wanted for that purpose, and the money
has been raised, and if there is any sign of
loyalty wanted it is shown in that way.
More has been done since the Federal Go-
vernment has been in the hands of the Labour
party to show real practical work than has
been done in the history of the Common-
-wealth. We are told, because the Federal
Government will only give 3 per cent. for the
transferred properties, that it is.robbery, but
it is far more than we get from anyone else.

The Trpasurer: Remember that we have
not got the 3 per cent. yet.

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: The hon gentle-
man has_got nearer to it than ever befors,
because he mnever even got a promise of it
before. (Opposition laughter). 1 have
enough faith in the Treasurer of the Com-
monwealth to know that, since a promise
has been made, the promise will be faithfully
fulfilled. I hope that others will give him
the same credit for honesty. I trust that
the next time this House meets, instead of
a promise, the thing will be actually realised
and that the money will be here. = I hope
that the efforts of the Legislature will be
for the promotion of the good of Queens-

" land. I hope that during the session, bad
as the programme is that is put before us—
“if is nothing bué a catalogue of amend-
ments—it will be passed through. I hope
that the Government, or the Hon. the Minis-
ter who is in charge of these amending Bills,
will listen to “sweet reasonableness’” and
accept amendments from this side of the
House when thev ars actually for the im-
provement of the measure. o far az I am
congerned, I am here to assist in passing
legislation for the common good, and, so
far as it is possible to improve a measure
and assist the Minister in legislating for
the good of Queensland, that will be my
endeavour, and I am sure it is the endea-
vour of every member on this side of the
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House. We may not alwavs agree as to
what is right about a measure, but I can
assure hon. gentlemen opposite that it is
more often they that are in the wrong
when they do not accept our amendments.
OpposITiION MeEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mzr. CORSER (Maryborough): I join with
the rest of the members of this House in
deploring the loss of our late Speaker.
And I also have much pleasure in con-
gratulating you, Sir, on being placed in
such a high position in this House, and I
listle doubt that you will carry out your
duties to the entire satisfaction of all pre-
sent. I regret the loss of an able man who
was developing into a statesman in our late
eader. .

Oprostrion MEMBERS: “ Developing!” and
laughter.

Mr. CORSER: But I think that this
Chamber can very well be congratulated
on being able to find such a capable leader
as our present Chief Secretary to take his
place. He iz a man who hag shown from his
past experience that he has a thorough grip
of all that is necessary for a statesman, and
no man, I am sure, on either side of the
House, will question his ability or say that
he is not a hard-working man. I feel sure

that before his term of office is ended
he will show the country that he is
a thoroughly capable administrator and

quite competent to carry on the business of
the country. ) ) L
Orppostrion MemBERS interjecting, .

Mr. CORSER: I like fo give my opinion
honestly, and when see worth to give
credit to it, and I hope that others will do
the same. 1 was pleased to see, after the
alteration in the Cabine$, that so many
members of the (Government considered it
to be their duty to go through the length
and breadth of Queensland, more parbicu-
larly the Northern portion of it, to learn the
requiremaents and the -aspirations of the
people there. My recollection of Queensland
goes back as far as most members of this
House, and I think when the members of the
Ministry got to the North that they certainly
bumped up against a big proposition in con-
sidering how the Northern portion of
Queensland, more particularly on the coast-
line, should be developed under existing con-
ditions. I travelled through the Northern
digtricts myself lately, and it struck
me that there was only one means
by which you could successfully, wunder
present conditiang, settle people in the
North of Queensland, and that is by sugar-
growing—I am speaking now of the low
lands on the coast. Unfortunately, I am
afraid that the prospects of developing that
industry and settling the people upon it are
not very bright, if we are to be threatened,
as we have been threatened in the last two
or three days, with the removal of the duties
on sugar. 1 would like to mention that in
the Courier of the 29th of July there appears
this paragraph, which was telegraphed from
Melbourne. It is part of a statement made
by the Acting Prime Minister, Mr. Hughes,
when referring to the sugar trouble in
Queensland—

“1, for one, and I do not, I am sure, only
express my own eopinions, will not have the
slightest hesitation in repealing the duty at
the first possible occasion. The men are only
asking for a living wage. It is scandalous
that we have to pay £579,000 bounty and €6
duty per ton, and yet the men cannot gef a
wage upon which they can live, A little while

Mr. Corser.]
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ago it was said that white men could not work
in the canefields. It is the hardest work to
which white men ecan be put, and yet they say
an eight-hour day is insufficient. They want
men to work longer hours, and they will not
even pay decent wages. To repeal the duty
may be a rude method of cutting the Gordian
knot, but it will be effective.”

Then on the following day Mr. Hughes
was asked by the Courier reporter in Mel-
bourne if his statement about repealing the
sugar import duty had been made after
consideration with his colleagues, and the
Acting Prime Minister said—

‘“ We have not had a meeting of the Cabinet,
but I consulted my colleagues before making
the statement. The next guestion was, how the
question of bounty and excise would stand if
the duty were repealed, as both had been fixed
for a term of years by Act of Parliament. * No
legislation,” was the reply, ‘“ is immutable, but,
of course, very serious issues are involved, and
I do not at present desire to commit myself to
anything more than I have said.”

The Minister of who was then
seen, stated—

“ What Mr. Hughes said is practically what I

told the growers and manufacturers when I was
in Queensland. I teld them that if their action
was persisted in it would make the matter of
retaining the duty a very difficult matter to
deal with.”
The Acting Prime Minister foreshadowed
the probability of a further communication
on the same subject at an early date, but
would say nothing about its nature. It
appears that this threat, though practically
levelled at the Colonial Sugar Refining
Company, is going to affect that company less
than anyone else in Queensland in the sugar
business. We know that the ramifications of
that company are very great. We know that
in New Zealand, where I believe the duty on
sugar is nil, they actually hold a monopoly of
the interests there, and, if the duty was
taken off sugar in Australia to-morrow, it
would not prevent their sugar from Fiji or
other parts of the world coming into
Australia.  The necessity for the Colonial
Sugar Refining Company putting up factories
throughout Queensland was caused by the pro-
tective duty put on sugar. They have
their own plantations in Fiji, and if the duty
18 removed in Australia the industry in
Queensland must sink, as it is an absolute
impossibility for anyone to grow cane and
manufacture sugar and compete with the
sugar from oversea if there is no duty to
prevent it from coming in, because the sugar
1s produced elsewhere by the cheapest labour
in the world—that is, black labour. In Java
the price paid to men working in the mills
and in the field averages 4d. per day.

Mr. Ferriors: It is low-paid labour, but
not cheap labour.

Mr. CORSER: Is it right that anyone
should attempt to interfere with that great
industry in that way? The reason I men-
tioned 1t is because of this paragraph in the
Governor’s Speech—

Clustoms,

“ The question of erecting additional sugar-
mills in North Queensland has been the cause
of much serious consideration to my advisers,
who are of opinion that in our north-eastern
coast lands no other field industry is likely to
prove so attractive to the settler and so re-
munerative to the iabourer as sugar-growing.”

The intention was that thres more sugar-
mills, under the central sugar-mill system,
should be constructed in the North of
Queensland, and I do not think that any-

M r. Corser.
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body had the slightest objection to it, so
long as the money could be spent safely and
not thrown away; but I say unreservedly,
that if there is any successful attempt to
take the duty off sugar, putting money info.
those three sugar-mills would be little short
of ‘throwing it away. Not only would
it be throwing that money away, but the
money already invested in our central sugar-
mills in Queensland would be absolutely
lost. And why should those threats be used ¥
It has that disturbing influence that the
men employed on small farms do not
know to-day where they are. They do not
know when the sword will fall upon them
by means of which their livelihood will be
swept away, and it assuredly will be swept
awa%f if the 'duty is removed off sugar. I
challenge any member on the Opposition side
to say -that sugar could be produced in
Queensland without a protective duty; and,
instead of talking about removing the duty,
if they were sincere in wishing to see the
men paid a higher wage, they should agitate
for a higher duty on sugar.

Mr. LeENNON: We will not get a higher
wage then.

Mr. CORSER: A stipulation could be
made that the men should get a higher wage.

Mr. LEnNON: No, nol

Mr. CORBER : At present this industry is
only protected practically to the extent of
£5 a ton.

Mr. Frrricks: Which all goes to the
Colonial Sugar Refining Company.

Mr. CORSER: How can it all go to the
Colonial Sugar Refining Company.

Mr. FERRICKS: Because they control the
whole business.

Mr. CORSER: The hon. member does
not know what he is talking about, because
we know perfectly well that the Colonial
Sugar Refining Company does- not control
more than one-eighth of the whole produc-
tion.

Mr. FERRICKS:
trol a quarter.

Interjections by Opposition members.

The SPEAKER: Order, order!

Mr. CORSBER: To me it seems a very
risky thing indeed, until this quesiion 1is
settled as to whether the Federal Prime
Minister is going to tamper with the duty
on sugar, to go on with the construction of
more central mills. I cannot understand
members representing sugar districts coun-
tenancing such a thing as we have heard of
late.

Mr. O’SuLLIvaN : An octopus; that is what
it is.

Mr. CORBER: I have always taken a
lively interest in settlement in Queensland.
I have seen its progress during the last forty
years, and I must say, without wishing to
adversely criticise the acts of the Minister
for Lands—in fact, I believe we have had
three excellent Ministers for Lands, and
they have done all they possibly could with
the knowledge in their possession. But they
cannot get all the knowledge, even through
the Under Secretaries, under the present
systern. We want more decentralisation in
the Lands Office. I am very pleased indeed
to see that the Secretary for Railways has
granted, to a very large extent, decentralisa-
tion in the Railway Department, and I wish
that the same would be granted in the Lands
Department. Hon. members on the other
side have said that there was no land, especi-

Tne manufacturers con-
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ally the hon. member for Maranoa—that no
land has been opened for selection except
prickly-pear land.

Mr. J. M. Hunter: I did not say that.

Mr. CORSER: The hon. member said that
}chedresumptions had all been prickly-pear
and.

Mr. J. M. HunTer: Principally.

Mr. CORSER: Well, I stand ocorrected.
I certainly understood that was what the
hon. member stated. However, if you take
Tarong and Taabinga you will find there is
no prickly pear on either of those resump-
tions, and there are about 400,000 acres north-
west of Gayndah that has also been thrown
open, with very little pear on it. What I
complain of is that the amount of land that
has been thrown open for selection is not
sufficient -for requirements, and hon. mem-
bers can well understand that, when I state
that in the large district around Gayndah
there are now only two surveyors engaged in
designing land. One is followed up by two
contract surveyors, and in the other case they
have only one man following the designing
surveyor. We want at least five or six design-
ing surveyors in that district alone. The land
is there, and it can be made available at
any time so long as surveyors are provided.
Whether those surveyors can be procured in
Queensland or elsewhere I cannot say, but
I think the Lands Office, in the interests of
close settlement, should procure every sur-
veyor possible. Then the mode of dissemin-
ating knowledge as to where those lands
are to be got seems to me to be very poor.
The other day the hon. member for Burnett
asked a question, and very properly so, too.
I had certain plans right up to date of the
Burnett district showing what lands were
then open for selection, and that informa-
tion could not be procured atb any other place
except in Gayndah and in Brisbane. Now,
Maryborough is the seaport and principal
city of the Wide Bay and Burnett districts,
and it seems very strange that people in
that city, whom we are trying to induce to
settle on the land—all those who believe in
close settlement will hail with pleasure the
taking of young people out of the towns and
putting them on the land—and yet these
young people can get no chance of getting
on the land. I will tell vou exactly what
happens in that district. The designing sur-
veyor goes through the land he is designing,
and the people in the district can go into
the camp and ascertain what land is being
surveyed.

Mr. MAUGHAN:
speaking of?

Mr. CORSER: The Burnett district around
Gayndah. Take the Mundubbera district.
What they do there is to go into the Lands
Office in Gayndah and deposit £5 and give the
number of a selection. But when that £5 is
sent down to Brishbane, it is often found there
is no such number, but still the £5 is retained,
and when the designers have sent in their
plans this man gets a prior right to that
selection. 'Then, as was the case when I
got the last plans, more than half of the
lands had been applied for and acquired.
I got the plans as soon as ever they were
ready. I think some arrangement should
be made—I am speaking in the interest
of the young peonle’ of Maryborough
who I am desirous of seeing settled on the
land—whereby knowledge, as the hon. mem-
ter for Burnett said, should not only be pro-

What district are vou
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vided at the Lands Office in Nlafyborough,

but in Gympie and Kingaroy as well. I was
very pleased indeed to know by the Premier’s
policy speech that at last it was the intention
to fulfil the long-felt want of a deep-sea port
for Maryborough and the Wide Bay and
Burnett district. I think no right-minded
member of the House will question the justice
of the people of Maryborongh and district
recelving such a concession. Kvery other
important district has got access to sea-going
vessels that the Wide Bay and Burnett dis-
tricts does not now possess. The first vessel
going to the port of Hervey's Bay leaves on
the 30th of this month. Two other important
questions have been referred to in the Ad-
dress in Reply—that is, the Liquor Bill and
the Police Offences Bill. Those are most
contentious measures, and I think the Premier
is perfectly right fo bring them on as early as
possible, and I only hope both measures will
receive earnest consideration and will be dealt
with on their merits as quickly as possible, so
that we can, at any rate, straighten out any
differences, and put on the statute-book mea-
sures that will be acceptable to the majority of
the people. It is also gratifying to notice that
more atiention is to be given to the condition
of State children. I think all will agree with
me that the children of any country are one
of its biggest assets, and any amount, within
reason, should be spent to see that those
children are kept healthy, because if they are
healthy children the chances are they will
grow up to be healthy men and women. It
has for some time been felt that it was neces-
sary to make some alteration in the Agricul-
tural Bank, and it is pleasing to know that
the Government have taken this matter into
earnest consideration, and that an amendment
of the Agricultural Bank Act will be intro-
duced this session. I am sure both sides of
the House will be pleased at this, because if
we are to have successful settlement on the
land. the facilities to help those settlors
should be as greab as we can afford to make
them. Then, as to the guestion of immigra-
tion. Tt is pleasing to note that so many
people are coming oub here, and, as I have
said in previous addresses, we should have
very 'many more than we are now getting,
and every care should be taken to get as many
agricultural labourers as we possibly can.
There is a very large number of young fellows
2t home who have had very little experience
of agriculture, and when they come out here,
if they would only take the irouble fo learn
—they might not get as big a wage when they
start as they would like—they would soon
become prosperous and contented. It is like
everything else—there must be a commence-
ment, and they must learn their trade before
they can expect to get the full wage. I know
of an instance of a young fellow coming from
home who thought he was a dairyman, and
when he was put to milk cows with several
others, after his mates had turned out cow
after cow, having milked them dry, this
young fellow put up his head and said, “How
do vou know when to knock off 7’ And he was
tcld by the proprietor of the farm that, as far
as he was copcerned, he need not frouble
himself about that, as the cow was producing
more milk than he could take from her.
think there are a number of young fellows
who go into the back districts as farm
labourers who know very little about the
work.

Mr. O’Surrivan: I thought they were all

farm. labourers.
Mr.Corser
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Mr. CORSER I say it is far better to have
agricultural labourers; if we are to have agri-
cultural settlement and expand the dairying

industry, as the hon. member for

{7 p.m.] Maranoa seems to wish, and v1e

with New South Wales, it is
necessary to have labour to do it. We have
not the labour to-day, and you cannot expect
to give the same wage to men, such as I have
just described, as to good practical farm
labourers. Referring to the Opening Speech,
1 find it says—

‘“ My advisers are, therefore, making earnest
and, it is thought, successful efforts to en-
courage immigrants of the most suitable type
to settle amongst us.’

And further on—

“ With the view of giving greater opportunities
to our own people, and t> newcomers who are
willing to assist us in our work of nation-
building, my advisers are proceeding with
railways which were passed in the last session
of Parliament, and the completion of which will
make Crown lands available for close settle-
ment on a scale not hitherto possible in
Queensiand.”

In listening very attentively to the hon.
member for Maranca, I noticed that he
stated there was practically no land avail-
able for settlement, and no endeavour to
make land available. I will therefore speak
longer than I had any intention of doing,
in order to give some figures in refutatlon
of the hon. member’s statement. I obtained
some information from the Lands Depart-
ment which I will make known. These are
particulars of land selected during the six
months from Ist January to 30th June in
the years 1910 and 19811 respectively—
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Now, this is more important in answer to
the hon. member’s remarks.

[Mr. Corser.
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Mr. J. M. Hoxter: What are you trying
to prove now?

Mr. CORSER: If you wait long enough
you will ascertain—that is, if you are cap-
able. (Laughter). Here is a list of holdings
of which notice of resumption under section
146 of the Act has been given, taking effect
in 1911—

Date when | g %
Naume of Holding, District, Resumption| © 8
takes effect.] < &
~
I 191t |sqom.
Keroongooloo Gregory South | 1 Junuary... | 124
Tenham ... do. do. 801L
Taabinga Burne:t o, R EA T
T«n'onw ao. do. L1489
Boombah ... | Maranoa e do, L. 17335
Mt. Enniskitlen . | Mitchell do. .| 109§
Besconstield Bast do. do. .| 19%
Beaconstield W est do. do. ...} 50%
Weelban ... Gregory South do, .| 122%
Mt, Marlow ... | Mitehell 1 Pem‘uary 232
Ludgate UUL .. do. do, ...} 84
Arabella Warregn do, .| 24
Rockybank Mararos . do. ...| B85%
Toonmpine .| Warrego do. ... 3
Gowrie ... do. do. 145
South Comougin do. do. .| 108
Cameron Downs | Mitehell L] 1 Mareh L..| 88
Caledonia, . do. do. .| 100
Mangalore Warrego do, .. | 52
Tancred ... Mitehell do, ...| 70
Daan fine West .. Darling Downs | 1 Aprit .. 40
Cona Leichhardt ... do. .| 28%
Authoringa Warrego do. ...| 143%
Wongalee Burke ... do. .| 40
Angellala... Warrego do, .| B4
Retreat ... | Mitcnell 1 May 0%
Galway Downs ... | firegory South d0. 003
Telemon No. 2 ... | Lelehbardt lJune .| 56
Maryvale Waurrego do, ... &7
Retro Leichhardt ... do. .. 1
Bindo ... ... | Warrego 1 August ., | 73
Elverston do, an. ... 30
Mount Morris ... éo. do. ...} 122
Clara ... .. do, do. .| 20%
Yarmounth .. do. .. do. 413%
Amby Jowns | Mzranoa dn. . 17%
Merivals West ... do. ... 11 September s
Fernlees ... Leichhards .| do. .| 8%
Rockwood ... | Mitehell do.  ...] €8
Oxford Downs ... | Leichhardt 1 October | 74
Mexico Mitenell 1 November| 68%
Cawildi Maranos do 23%
Eastmere Mitehell 1 Decembex 853
Logan bDowns South Kennedy do. .| 87%

Total area Iesumed 3,02

%5 square miles,
Mr. J. M. Hunrss:
cultural lands.

Mr. CORSER: Some of them are.

fr. J. M. Honter:
a railway.

Mr. CORSER: They are lands suitable
for settlement. We are not dealing with
agricultural settlement only. The area at

present open for grazing selection is
1,848,891 acres.

Mr. J. M. HuNTER:

Those are not agri-

Scores of miles from

Those figures do not

- go against my argument at all.

Mr. CORSER: The charge which the hon.
gentleman practically levelled at the Lands
Office was that they were not attending to
what they should do in making land avail-
able for seftlement—not particularly agri-
cultural settlement

Mr. J. M. Hountzr: I was talking paréicu-
larly about agrlcultural selection.
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. Mr. CORSER: Here is a list of holdings
in respect of which notice of resumption
under section 146 of the Act has been given,
taking effect in 1912—

l ‘ Date when :e’g
Nama of Holding District, . Resumption] £ 8
[ takes effect.] <2
' 2
H
. 1912, 8q. m
Yarrai Leichhardt 1 January 465
Kileuwmiu Sou 4 Keunedy do. .| 832
Maryvase .| Mitehell do. .| 45%
Lmmes Downs do. do. ... 35
Biudebingo .. | Marzuon do. .| 17%
Malvern  DBowns | Leichhardt 1 February 49%
and alagay
Mount Speucer .., do. do. ... 70
Mexico ... | Mitchell do. .. 463
Bong south Kennedy do. L 30
Wabrook Leichhardt do. .. 84
Kietn Maranoa do. . 56
Wiadeyer... Mitehelt do 15612
Binea . ... | Maranea wo 23%
Bindebaugo West do. do 373
Teeswator do. ao 3748
Qoogoon ... do. do. .| 122
Qakley .. Mitchell L do. ... 95
8t, Helens Leiculirdt L do. ... 21
Bailal (Whole) WaLTes0 b do. L] 613
Nebine o, ... | Maranos L do. .. | 437
Logun Downs Fast! South Kennedy | 1 Murch .., 64%
Tilboorcoand Bulo] Warrego ol do. .| 214
Toyre \iew Maranoa [ do. .| 6%
; Totul 2,147-%

. Mr. J. M. HuNtER: Are you sure you
have not missed any?

Mr. CORSER: You cannot afford to be
funny.
Mr. J. M. Hunter: That’s not funny.

Mr. CORSER: I think this will refute
that portion of the hon. member’s statement
in which he would like the country to believe
that the Lands Department were practically
doing nothing towards making land avail-
able for settlement.

Mr. J. M. Huwter: For
settlement.

Mr. CORSER: I have already stated that
there is very much more land in the Bur-
nett district and, I suppose, elsewhere that
could be made available for agricultural
settlement, and I  understand from the
Minister for Iands that when he knows
where the railways are going, so that he
can give instructions to the surveyors to
survey the lands in such a way as will
enable the settlors to be served by the rail-
ways, he will throw open a large ot of agri-
cultural lands, But railways must precede
settlement, where that scttlement is close
settlement. As a mercantile man I welcome—
and I am sure my colleagues will welcome—
the proposed amendment of the Health Act.
In a warm couniry like this it is essential
that every precaution should be taken to
secure pure food and drugs to the people.
There is also a gratifying note sounded in
the Opening Speech, which I do not think
it is necessary to say will meet with the
approval of members on both sides of the
House, and that is the statement that steps
have been taken to increase the pay of
Jower-grade officers in the service, and give
them more satisfactory remuneration.

My, O’Surzivan: That is very belated.

Mr. CORSER: It is most gratifying to
note that since the party af present in power
assumed office they have endeavoured to in-
crease the pay of men in the lower grades of

agricultural

"1 Aveust.
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Something has been said by
previous speakers about our proceeding
cautiously with our finances, because we
cunnot always depend upon having the good
seasons we have enjoyed in the past. Any-
body who has resided in Quecnsland as long
as 1 have knows that such advice is good,
but as long as the seasons are good, and as
long as we have everything o back up our
enterprise, we have no need to fear any diffi-
culty in meeting the heavy loan repayments
which will shortly become due. We must
not lose sight of the fact that by reason of
the good seasons we have had in the past,
large sums of money have been accumulated
in our financial institutions, and that fact
ought to assure us that we shall not lack the
money when the time comes to meet our
loan obligations. There are no less than
£132,000,000 at fixed deposit in the banks
and Government Savings Banks of Austra-
lia, and there are also £60,000,000 in open
and current account in the banks of Aus-
tralia; so that there is a sum of nearly
£200,000,000 in Australia. Therefore, I do
not think, unless we have very bad seasons
or bad legislation by the Federal Govern-
ment, we need fear that our loans will not
be promptly met when they become due. It
is gratifying also to note that in 1810 the
avorage amount that each depositor had in
the Government Savings Bank was £49 Os.
4d., which means £8 12s. Td. per head of
the population. All the circumstances con-
sidered, I do not think there is any neces-
sity to sound a note of warning with regard
to the progressive pelicy of the Government,
which I am happy to see our present leader
is going to carry out, with the addition of
railways in agricultural districts. I shall
not say anything further, except that I feel
sure that while we on this side are demo-
cratic, liberal, and  progressive—(Hear,
hear I-—we shall benefit the country by
legisiation and administration more than
the party on the other side would by their
non-progressive and  pon-liberal  policy.
(Hear, hear!)

Mr., MAY (Flinders): I desire to make a
few remarks on the Address in Reply. First
of all T wish to refer to the wreck of the
“Vongala.” I am sure that we all regret
very much that sad accident. I had some
friends from Townsville and elsewhere on
hoard the ill-fated vessel when she was on
her last voyage, and I desire to say that
while, in my opinion, the Government acted
wisely in the first instance in sending out a
vessel to search for the wreck, they with-
drew that vessel from the search too guickly. I
understand that they are resuming the search,
but I do not think the Government have
done all they might have done to find out
the scene of the wreck. I wish also fo ex-
press my sorrow abt the death of your pre-
Gecessor in that chair, Mr. Speaker. Mr.
Bell was one of the most courteous men, if
not the most cultured and courteous man,
in Queensland. 1 desire, further, to refar
to the decease of Mr. Thallon, who was one
of the great business men under the com:
mand of Parliament. I am sure his loss wul
be felt throughout the country. I believe
the Government have put a good man in
his place. I think Mr. Hvans is the most
suitable man in Queensland for the posi-
tion, and I am delighted to see that the
Government did not go outside Queensland
to get a man to fill the office of Commis.
sioner.

" The SECRETARY FOR RATLWAYS:
no intention of doing that.

Ur. Hay.]

the service.

We had
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Mr. MAY: We never know what the
intentions of a conservative Government are.
Therefore, I wish to compliment them on
their action in this matter. In the Opening
Speech we are promised a list of Bills.
Among them is a Police Offences Bill, which
is now under discussion in the other House.
T do not intend to go into the details of that
measure until it 1s before this Chamber.
Another contentious measure is the Licensing

“Bill. I hope that the party elément will be
eliminated in _the discussion of those
measures, and that each of them will be
discussed on its merits. I know which side
I am going to take on both those Bills—
(laughter)—and I will tell hon. members
when they come before the House. With
regard to the State FEducation Act Amend-
ment Bill, I think the Act should be
amended. I have always been against the
teaching of the Bible in State schools, and
am still against it, and if an opportunity
offers T will vote for a repeal of the Bill
passed last session. If the present Govern-
ment do not repeal that measure, I hope
this side will have an opportunity of remov-
ing it from the statute-book, and I am sure
that if this party introduce a repealing Bill
we shall have the support of a vast number
of members who are sitting on the Govern-
ment side of the House at the present time.
With reference to the amendment of the
Factories and Shops Act, I wish to point ous
that i is not fair that commercial fravellers
with large packages of samples should go to
small towns, expose them in places ahout the
size of half this Chamber at times when the
local shopkeepers are closed—expose them
ostensibly for the purpose of show, but really
to sell from them.

The SecreTaRY ¥OR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
We are dealing with that in the amending
Bill.

Mr. MAY : Well, it is time that something
was done in that matter, I spoke of it last
year, and am ventilating it again now,
because that kind of thing is unfair to local
shopkeepers in small towns. With regard to
the Water Conservation Act, which was
passed last year, there is not much to find
fault with in the measure itself, though a
few of its provisions might have Dbeen
improved, in the interest of sfuatters and
other persons living in the interior, but the
regulations are altogether too drastic. How
can & man tell what is the altitude of the
place where he proposes to put down a bore?
Yet that is one of the things he is required
to state when he proposes to sink an artesian
bore. He has also to tell what is the exact
flow from a bore 40 or 50 miles away.
How can he do that, and how the dickens can
he say how deep he is going to sink until he
puts down: his bore? Such regulations are
stupid and eccentric, and cause considerable
irritation and delay. Here is a resolution
passed unanimously at a full meeting of the
Flinders Shire Council, held on the 15th May,
1911

“mMhat this council, whilst fully recognising
that the Government should exercise some
control over the artesian water supply to
prevent unnecessary waste of such a valuable
asset, considers

“ That the regulations attached to the Rights
in Water and Water Conservation and Utiliza-
tion Act of 1910, as at present drawn up and
printed by the Hydraulic Engineer, are im-
practicable in many cases, and unnecessary,
and also very hampering to all classes of
graziers, and it suggests that a small committee

[Me. May.
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of at least three practical pastoralists and at
least one practical well-borer meet the
Hydraulic Engineer and draw up fresh regula-
tions that will be sufficiently explicit for the
present needs of the Water Supply Department,
and at the same time be more workable for
graziers.

 And it further suggests that once such regu~
lations be agreed upon, the administration of
them be placed in the hands of the Lands
Department, and bes worked through the com-
missioners and other officials, as is all other
business so dirscily concerning the graziers of
Queensiand.”

I think that when new regulations are
framed they should be submitted to members
representing pastoral constituencies, so that.
they may send them to shire counils in their
clectorates with the view of getting sugges-
tions from them that will meet the require-
ments of the people concerned. With regard
to the suggestion that the administration of
the regulations should be placed in the hands
of the land commissioners, I would remind
hon. members that a land commissioner
passes one or two bores every day in the
ordinary course of his rounds, and that he
13 likely to have a much better knowledge of
these matters than the Hydraulic Engineer
sitting in his office in Brisbane. Therefore,
in adopting that suggestion, the department
will no doubs facilitate operations under the
Act, and thus do a benefit to the persons

concerned and to the State as a
[7.30 p.m.] whole. I am sure that before

next week is over I shall have
people from my district asking me to intro-
duce them as a deputation to the Minister
with reference to this matter. In fact, I
shall be much disappointed if they don’t.
(Laughter.)

The Howmr Secazrary: He will not be
disappointed. {(Laughter.)

Mr. MAY: You may laugh, but it is quite
reasonable and proper that at show time,
when people come to Brisbane from the
country, especially those who come long dis-
tances from the far away districts, they should
have an opportunity of ventilating their griev-
ances through their member before a Minister.
fHeay, hear!) T am sure that they lock on it
in this way: That if they are given an oppor-
tunity to ventilate their grievances to the
Minister it will be the means of getting over
a number of difficulties.

The Treasurer: We ave always glad to see
them.

Mr. MAY: I am glad to hear the Minister
say that he was glad to see them, but he
laughed derisively when I made the suggestion
just now.

The TaeasvrRER: No, no!

Mr. MAY: The Treasurer has had a go atf
me, and now I will have 2 go at him.
(Laughter.) With regard to the deputation
that waited on him in connection with this
big sugar strike, I may say that we talked the
matter over in Parliament House, and we
made up our minds to see if we could do some-
thing to bring about the termination of the
strike which was then in operation, and which
I may say has been in operation ever since,
although it was not going so strong then as
it is now. We talked the matter over in the
library and in Parliament House, and a few
suggestions would have been given to the
Treasurer when we waited on him, but before
we could get a word in the Minister charged
the deputation that came there for the pur-
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pose of bringing the matter to a close—he
charged them with trying to foment the
strike.

~ The TREASURER:
viously said so.

Mr., MAY: I have been in two or three
strikes myself, but I do not wish to be in any
again; 1 do not like them.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr., MAY: I think that the sooner a man
gets oub of strikes the better. To pass on to
the other matters, I notice that we are not to
have an amendment of the Shearers and
Sugar Workers’ Accommodation Act. There
is no mention of it in the Governor’s Speech,
at any rate. I have in my box downstairs two
or three amendments which I wish to bring
forward. I have had them for two years,
and I showed them to:the Under Secretary
for Agriculture, but there is no chance of
getting them in, as there is no amendment
of the Act to be brought forward this year.
There is no mention of a Trade Disputes Bill,
but as my colleagues have mentioned that I
will not dilate on it. With regard to the rail-
way policy, I am as much in favour of build-
ing railways into farming districts as any
member in this House. (Hear. hear!) At the
same time I do not think the Government
should neglect the mining districts. (Hear,
hear!) We have in my own slectorate at the
present time a line which is being pushed
forward to the northernmost part of the Gre-
gory electorate. That was to be one of the
junctions of the transcontinental railway. The
line has been started, but they are proceeding
so slowly. . When I was in the district last
May we anticipated that the line would have
been started in a month, but I see by the
latest paper from Cloncurry that it has just
been started, and that they have got fifty men
at work on it. Fancy fifty men to build 38
miles of railway! I notice that there is no
district engineer appointed for that line
either. I was very sorry that the Minister
for Railways did not come up to my electorate
as he promised. although I know it was not the
Minister’s fault. Not only myself but vast
numbers of people in my electorate swere
sorry that the Minister for Railways was
prevented from coming to my electorate, and
that he could not fulfil the promise he made.
I had just been through the electorate, and
I can assure the hon. gentleman that I would
have given him a good time, and I would
have given him a lively time, too, if he had
come up there. (Laughter.)

The SroreTaARY FOrR RAtwwavs: I believe
you had fourteen deputations in one day.

Mr. MAY: Fourteen! More like forty.
(Laughter). We had arranged everything
so nicely, and everything was in a nut-
shell, so that the Minister’s time would
not be hindered in any way. We got a
few fellows to work up our little grievances,
and everything was so nicely arranged to
present to the Minister to let him know
exactly what we wanted that he would have
granted them all straightaway.
It was therefore with great recoret that I
received a telegram from the Minister say-
ing that he could not come. There are other
rallways that we want to see extended in
our district. One is from Cloncurry to
Mount Cuthbert, and then it can be ex-
tended further on to one of the Gulf ports.
That is a matter I have been agitating
about and speaking on for two years past.
We have untold wealth of copper in Mount

One of your number pre-

(1 AUGUST.]

(Laughter.)
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Cuthbert and beyond. The line from Clon-
curry would also pass close to a number of
little “‘shows” which cannot be worked at
present, but they could all be worked if the
railway went by them. I am sure that the
line would pay right from the jump. I have
a complaint from my district with respect
to the guarantee of the second section of
the Cloncurry Railway—namely, that from
Julia Creek to Cloncurry. The first section
is from Richmond to Julia Creek, and that
has been paying very well, but the second
section into Cloncurry has not paid well at
all, and the ratepayers are called upon to
pay £6,000 odd to make up the deficiency,
and they would think that that is unfair.
This is a letter I received from the Clon-
curry Shire Council on the subject—

“ Sir,—As you are deubtless aware, there is a
deficiency of £6,690 13s. 6d. in the maintenance
and working expenses of section 2 of the
Richmond (Julia Creek) and Cloncurry Rail-
way for the twelve months ended 30th June,
1910, this shire, jointly with the shires of
Mackinlay, Boulia, and Burke, according fto
the Railway Act of 1806, are jointly liable,
and the Commissioner for Railways has issued’
an order upon the councils concerned to
appoint a joint valuer and to levy and collect a
special rate to meet the deficiency.

“This council had the matter under considera-
tion at a meeting held on the 11th instant, and
I was instructed to write asking your kind
assistance in bringing the following points
before the Minister for Railways:—1. That,
in the opinion of this council, the deficiency in
the returns is in great measure due to the
inequality of rates on the different sections of
railway, and that section 2, being at the ex-
treme end of the line, and the trafiic prin-
cipally mineral and through trafiic, it naturally
suffers most in this respect.

“ 2. That section 1, the other extreme, is
paying well, and that in justice the revenue
of the whole line should bhe taken and appor-
tioned and any deficiency thereafter be met as
in manner provided in the Act.

‘3. That, fer the benefit of the couuntry at.
large, and in the interests of justice, the
Railways Act should be so amended as to pro-
vide that the construction of all main railways
required to open up lands for closer settlement
should be built at the expense of the State,

“ 1 have, etec.,
W, McelxntosH, Shire Clerk.”

I have been told, and I think it is fairly
correct, that, owing to the preferential rate
that exists, the people at Mount Elliott,
or Salwyn township, as it is called, get
their goods at the same freight as is
paid by the people at Maxwelton, and Max-
welton is only 334 miles from Townsville,
while Selwyn is 552 miles. Under those
conditions it will be seen that there is a lot
of traffic that is going over the line that
pays practically nothing at all. According-
to this letter, something should be done to -
grant their request.

The SecreTaARY FOR RAILWAYS: They can-
not have their cake and eat if, too.

Mr. MAY: No, of course they cannot.

The SECRETARY FOR RAlLways: And they
cannot have cheap rates and no railway
rate to pay.

Mr. MAY: The first section and second
section should be taken in together, and the-
whole district made to guarantee the whole
length of line. (Hear, hear!) Another line
we want is one from Malbon to the Duchess,
and they are constructing that- line now.
Malbon 1s 30 miles south of Cloncurry, and
we want another linre about 24 miles from
Malbon to the Wee Macgregor. It will not

Mr. May.]
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only open up the Wee Macgregor, but it will |

open up a lot of other mines in the imme-
diate vicinity. Another railway .which is
wanted in my district is the one from
Hughenden to Barcaldine. I have spoken of
this line before, and I feel positive I shall
have to introduce a deputation to the Minis-
ter on the matter very shortly.
Mr. Murpry: Will they guarantee it?

Mr. MAY: Yes, they will guarantee it.
In fact, there is no need to go to Barcaldine
now. The Government have granted a loan
to the Aramac Shire Council to build a line
from Barcaldine to Aramac, so that takes
42 miles off the distance, as it is right on the
direct route to Hughenden. We wanted to
go to Barcaldine wigz Muttaburra and Ara-
mac, and as the Aramac-Barcaldine section
is. to be built, we have only 170 miles to
finish. And in building that line you go
through some of the finest pastoral land in
Queensland, and there are no engineering
difficulties. The Secretary for Railways
promised last year, as you will see In
Hansard, that we should have a surveyor to
go over a portion of that route. We have
never had a surveyor yet. Why cannot we
get a surveyor? They say they cannot get
surveyors, not only for railway lines, but
for our lands.

Mr. LENNON:
South.

Mr. MAY: The Malay States could get
four men from Queensland, and I say that
if the Government paid more money they
counld get surveyors. I say it would be money
well spent to pay the surveyors any amount
~—pay them a price almost illimitable—but
we must have surveyors if we want to open
up our lands, and if we are to have rail-
ways. Woe kunow we must have a prelimi-
nary survey before a line ig counstructed.
Then let us have these preliminary surveys,
let them be brought before the Cabinet, and
let the House consider them. Bub if we
go in for parsimony, and do not pay surveyors
properly, we cannot get them, and if the
Government are in earnest and wish to get
surveyors, it is their own fault that they
do not get them, and they are very lacka-
daisical in_not getting them. With regard
to the Education Act, there is one litle
matter 1 forgot to mention. It is my pet
subject, and is in connection with itinerant
teachers. I make a point of seeing as many
itinerant teachers, when going round my
electorate, as I possibly can. I was fortunate
enough to see two when I was last through
my electorate, but unfortunate in not seeing
more than two. They told me they are
doing good work as far as they can, but
really and truly the distances they have to
travel are too great. It was a grand idea—
I believe it was Mr. Story, the late member
for Balonne, who first originated the idea—
to have itinerant teachers. At first there
was only one, and then it got to three, and
now we have twelve.

The TREASURER:
twelve.

Mr. MAY: I know it was to be sixteen,
but I do not think the sixteen are actually
appomted at the present time. However, I
will not dispute the point; at the same time,
I think only twelve are appointed at the
present time. Even supposing we have six-
teen, th@t is only a drop in the ocean. We
want thirty at the very least. In the wet

They want them all in the

There are more than

seasons they cannot get round as well as
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they should, and you cannot get them to
visit the different children too often. 1If
we could get them once a month, then you
would be giving some benefit to our young
children, but when they can only go once
in three months, the result is not satisfac-
tory. It is something terrible the amount
of ground these itinerant teachers have to
travel over, and I can assure you that I
have met very many worthy young men
who are doing their duty to the utmost of
their power, and I think they are fo be
highly commended, and I hope they will
hear of what I am saying, because I am
speaking from my heart. I know they are
doing good work, and they are very highly
appreciated by the parents of the children
whom they visit. If you read their reports,
you will find only a few exceptional cases
where there is any disagreement or any
unpleasantness, and I should like to see
more of them appointed. I do not wish to
detain the House for any length of time,
but I wish to mention, with regard to the
Machinery and Scaffolding Act, that the
men in the mining districts should have a
voice in choosing the inspector for the dis-
trict. That has been promulgated by this
side of the House before, and I wish to
bring it under the notice of the Govern-
ment once again. Then, with regard to the
Elections Act, I think that Act wants a
certain amount of amending. We should
have an assimilation of the rolls—one roll
should do for both the State and the
Commonwealth—and I think if the Govern-
ment could bring together the Federal and
Btate authorities they could formulate a roll
that would do for both. Why should we
have two rolls? And again, why should we
have two ways of voting? It is simple
enough for hon, members of this Assembly to
record their votes one way or the other, but
it is not so simple to the uninitiated.
Mr. MavcHAN: One qualification, too.

Mr. MAY: I think the Government
should fry and meet the Federal Govern-
ment and try and bring about these benefits
which would be of great benefit to the com-
munity as a whole. While I am speaking
about the Xlections Act, I would like to
refer t6 the question of the pay of members.
I am going to say in this Assembly the
same as 1 have said in my electorate. T
have spoken on the platform, not only in
Hughenden, but in Cloncurry—I do not
think I missed it once—and I say members
living out in the Western districts should
have a rise in salary, and I say we, who
are living down here and have no other
business, should go in for £500, and I am
not ashamed to say it. Of course, I know
there are some members on the other side
of the House who disagree with me, but they
are most likely moneyed men.

Mr. THORN: Not all.

Mr. MAY: They have other business by
which they can accentuate their salary. In
fact, the salary they get as a member of
Parliament is only an accentuation of what
they get out of their business. But members
who devote the whole of their time to their
parliamentary duties—if we, who represent
cerbain constituencies, are not worth £500,
then the electors should put somebody else
in our places who is worth if.

Mr. MAcRINTOSE: Make it a thousand.

Mr. MAY : I do not wish to be unreason-
able. T would take as much as you like, but
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I do not wish to be unreasonable when I ask
for what I think a fair deal. I have had
private conversations with members on the
other side who agree with me, but there are
one or two who arc opposed to any increase,
but we hope to flatten them out. Of course,
there are members on the other side, if they
could only get it, would be only too glad to
take it. (Hear, hear!) I think it was a wise
thing for the Government to appoint a com-
mission on the mining industry. I have been
reading through the report of that commis-
sion—I have not gone through it carefully,
I have taken a piece here and a piece there—
and, from what I have read, I can see they
have done their duty in a thoroughly praise-
worthy manner, and [ think the report will be
of very great benefit to all the mining members
of this House and to the community at large
if the Government will act on the recom-
mendations contained therein, Before closing
I wish to make one remark—it is very seldom
1 speak of any member individually, either
of this or the Federal Parliament—but I say
I was highly gratified when I read in the
paper the Right Honourable Fisher’s re-
pudiation of Mr. Stead’s article with regard
to loyalty. I maintain that we, as a Labour
party, are just as loyal and as true as those
hon. members sitting on the opposite benches.

Mr. LennoN : Only we do not prate guite so
much about it.

Mr. MAY: We may not go to such in-
fatuation about 1t as some of them, but at
the same time I maintain there is just as
much true loyalty to the British flag on this
side of the House as on the other. No doubt
in course of time, in ages which we cannot
foresee, this country will be independent,
but it will not be in my time nor in your
time, Mr. Speaker, and I should bhe very
sorry to see it; but in the course of events,
we can only look to see the same thing as has
happened in other countries—the samc  as
happened in America—when the reins of
government will be held entirely in their own
fignrehead, no matter what that figurehead
may be—whether it is a president or a king,
they will have their own head ingthis country
at some future period which is beyond my
ken. I was very glad fo see the repudiation
by Mr. Fisher as soon as he reached Colombo.
It was said all over the world: *“ Why has he
not sent a reply?’ How could he send a
reply? I do not suppose he got that message
by wireless telegraphy. At all events, he did
not have a chance to repudiate the statement
until he got to Colombo, and his repudiation,
I think, ought to satisfy everyone in this
House, and more particularly—I am sorry
the hon. member for Moreton is not here—it
ought to satisfy that hon. member as well as
the rest of the members of the House. I
have spoken to several business men in town,
and I can assure you the gencral tenor was
that they were highly delighted at the re-
pudiation made by Mr. Fisher. I thank you,
Mr. Speaker, and members of the House for
the courtesy accorded me during my few
remarks.

Mr. THORN (Aubigny): I do not wish to
detain the House at any great length. I,
like other hon. members who have already
spoken, regret very much the death of the
late Speaker, Mr. Bell. He being one of my
old colleagues, and having known him for
many years, I think it right that I should
mention my regret at his death. I also
regret the death of another old friend, Mr.
Thallon, the late Commissioner for Railways.

[1 Averst.]
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Mr. Speaker, T wish to congratulate you on
your appointment to your present high
position. I look upon your appointment as
a high honour, as you have been placed there
by a majority of this House. I have heard
a lot of talk from both sides of the House
about party questions. We have had the
Governor’s Speech, and there is a number of
Bills laid down in that Speech. One Bill in
particular is called “The. Ligquor BillL” I
remember a number of Licensing Bills being
submitted to this House, and they have
always been submitted to the House as a
party question.

Mr. Ryan: So should this Bill be a party
question.

 Mr. THORN : There are members on both
sides of the House who say it should be a
party question. I, for one, say it should be a
party question.

Mr. Ryan: I say the Government should
make it a party question, but they are not
game.

Mr. THORN: The Government are game
to do anything.

Mr. Lexnox: They are not game to do
that, at any rate.

Mr. THORN: Members opposite talk
about gameness. They are very game. They
knocked one poor man out and left another
in over a little thing. They say they are.
loyal, but they are not loyal to” their own.
men. Were they loyal to the member for
Fitzroy? Why, he was loyal. He was 2 man
who spoke his mind. He gave his word and
stuck to it, not like a lot of other members
on the other side of the Fouse. Howeve:.
I do.not' wish to be drawn off the truck by
interjections. There are other matters on the
programme with which I am in thorougu
accord. I have come to the conclusion that
we have had too much legislation during the
last few years, and I say this, without fear
of contradiction, that we are bringing in laws
that are actually not giving British fair play.

Mr. Mureay: Hear, hear! I quite agree-
with you.

Mr. THORN: I give the Minister for Rail-
ways credit for having done a lot of good for
Queensland. He has raised the pay of the

lower-grade servants of the Rail-

[8 pm.] way Department; he is also

going to pay the casual hands
6d. a day more than the others; but I
think the permanent hands, working by the
sweat of their brow, should get as much as
the casual hands. And when he raises the
pay of the men working on our railways,
what about the farmer and the freight on his
produce? Why not make a reduction in
fares and freights now there is a big surplus?
And I_ would like to make a suggestion to
the Minister for Lands. Why not give the.
young men and women of Queensland the
chance of getting homesteads? Those who
took up homesteads in the past have been the
backbone of the country; and I hold that
every farmer’s son should get a fair piece of
land at & fair price. I think we should revert
to the homestead pringiple—2s. 6d. an acre—
as soon as possible.

An Orpposrrion MemBer: They won't give
homesteads.

Mr. THORN: I don’t see why they should
not give homesteads, They are giving prickly-
pear holdings, and they are making them too
large; and in a few years a good many of
those holdings will revert to the Crown. I

Mr. Thorn.]
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am not going to be a prophet like the hon.
member for Flinders, who prophesied that
we were going to be independent in a few
years., :

Mr. May: I did not say ““a few years.”

My, THORN: I think every consideration
should be given to the boni fide selector.
For the last six years 1 have been in a district
where there is prickly pear. We have had a
commission appointed lately.

Mr. MaNN: They should have put you on
the Commission.

Mre. THORN: It would have been better
to put the hon, member on, because he knows
a lot about the pricks. (Laughter.) What-
ever the commission may do, prickly pear
can only be destroyed by fire or water, or
poison, or by burying it. Now, I would like
to throw out a few suggestions to the Minister
for Agriculture.

OpposITioN MEwWBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. THORN: I have a volume of letters
written by different people in the State.
Our butter export last year amounted o over
£1,000,000, and we have been fighting hard
to put the industry. on a good footing. I am

" not blaming the present Minister for Agri-
culture; but the Courier says the department
is always asleep. I believe the hon. gentle-
man is going to right it, and I will throw out
a few good suggestions from the farmer’s
point of view. The first regulation in connec-
tion with the butter industry I have been
fighting for eight or nine years—the one
dealing with cream under the 35 per cent. test.
If it is under 35 per cent., a man is brought
to the court and fined a large sum in some
instances.

An HovourarLE MEMBER: A good job, toc.

Mr. THORN ;: No manager of a co-operative
company will say it is a good job. I can send
cream to Ipswich, and if 1t is only 25 per cent.
get as good a price as the man whose cream
is 40 per cent. If they want to put the butter
industry on a good footing, let them grade all
cream and pay a man for what he sends. Do
not allow a man to send cream with a 42 per
cent. test, and oozing out of the cans. I
know in my electorate where cream is leaving
the Cooyar district and going to the Lowood
district to be made into butter, and it is
oozing out of the cans. How can it be made
into first-class butter? I think the Agricul-
tural Department should condemn it before

it is made into butter.

Mr. ArreN: They condemn
factories.

Mr. THORN: They are not condemning it.
Now I am speaking my mind. {(Laughter.)

Mr. LENNON: A candid critic!

Mr. THORN : The last letter I read was
from the expert who examined the butter at
the last show of the Royal Society in New
South Wales. He said it was actually worse
than last year—more fishy; that some of it
was very good, but the majority was bad.

Mr. ALrex: Was that Queensland butter ?

Mr. THORN: Some of it was Queens-
land—some New South Wales butter. 1
say also that it should be compulsory for
people to send their cream to the creameries
in their own district. Let us see how they
do in Denmark. They ali have their own

[Mr. Thorn.
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creameries; they do not send the cream
miles to have it manufactured. They make
real good butter and get top price.

Mr. MurPHY: You believe in competition.

Mr. THORN: Competition is the life of
trade. I believe in competition; but I
maintain that cream should be sent to the
local factory so long as the local factory
gives a man a fair deal. If the Minister
and his inspectors find that the local fac-
tories are not giving men a fair deal, let a
man go where he likes. I have not spoken
to the Premier on the:subject; but I know
that he has been spoken to. He has been a
butter manufacturer himself, and he knows
all about it. A deputation waited on the
Minister a few months ago about a tick
inspector to be placed on the Range to
keep ticks off the Downs. I believe that if

* there were 100 tick inspectors, or even 200

tick inspectors, they would not stop ticks
from going over the Range; but if he or
his inspector found a man travelling cattle
with ticks on them he should be fined.
Where I live, at the head of the Brisbane

River, who brought the first ticks? It was
the large cattle-men; and the small men
have to suffer—the small farmer with

twenty or thirty head—the man who has
been trying his best to get a nice little herd
together. The sooner a fine is put on people
found driving cattle with ticks the better
it will be. This is a serious question to the
whole of the Darling Downs. They have
the ticks below the Range and about Bris-
bane, and the dairymen have suffered great
loss; and if the Minister would introduce a
measure to give effect to my suggestion he
would get support. The majority of these
tick inspectors are riding about not looking
for ticks, but for something else. (Laugh-
ter.) Coming back to the Railway Depart-
ment, there 1s a matter I forgot to mention.
Though the pay of the casual hands has
been raised, the pay of station-masters below
a certain amount has not been raised.

An OrpostTion MEMsEr: Nor the clerks.

Mr., THORN: There is a ticket clerk at
Toowoomba who gets more than the station-
master at (oombungee or Meringandan or
Crow’s Nest. What inducement is there for
a man to qualify himself to rise in the de-
partment? These station-masters are in
responsible positions. Not only are they on
duty forty-eight hours a week, they are
there for good, from daylight till dark; and
they are responsible for a certain amount
of cash. I think it was an oversight on the
part of the Minister not to increase the
salaries of these men. I again say that I
do not care who has been working in the
Railway Department—I think he has as
much right to consideration as those under
him. My hon. friend the member for Flin-
ders said he would like to see the salaries of
members increased. As far as I am ocon-
cerned, I should like to see them increased
or done away with altogether, as I do not
think £300 is a fit salary for a member of
this House. I know very well that there
are members on this side of the House who
do not require the £300, and who can afford
to give it away, and I can assure hon.
members that ever since I have been in the
House my £2300 goes pretty well before I
Ifnow I have it. (Laughter.) However, 1
do not propose to detain the House longer.
I have only to add that when the Bills
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come bgfore us I shall give them every con-
sideration. One Bill in particular I intend
#0 oppose as hard as I can.

An  HONOURABLE
Offences Bill?

Memper: The Police

Mr. FOLEY (Townsville): Like other
members who have preceded me, I should
like to .express my regret at the death of
the late Speaker, and of the late Mr.
Thallon, Commissioner for Railways, and
to voice my sympathy with their bereaved
families in their sad loss. I am sorry that
the hon. member for Moreton is not in his
place at the present moment, as I desire to
refer to some remarks he made the other
night concerning the hysterical paragraphs
which have appeared in the Brisbane news-
papers, and, suppose, the newspapers
throughout Australia, with reference to the
alleged statement made by the Prime Minis-
ter to Mr. Stead in London prior to his
leaving England. We all know that the
gentleman who published that statement is
one of the most sensational journalists
the world has ever known. The wonder to
me is that any man who considers himself
a sensible man should be led away by such
statements as Mr. Stead is capable of pub-
lishing. We know that not so long ago Mr.
Stead had practically the whole of Hurope
in arms over the statement that he made
with regard to the Czar of Russia, and
more recently over statements he made with
regard to the navy of Germany. It does
not matter what Mr. Stead takes in hand
in order to raise a sensation, he generally
succeeds in doing it. My surprise is that a
gentleman like the hon. member for More-
ton should go out of his way to emphasise
the statement that Mr. Stead alleges was
made by Mr. Fisher, and endeavour to
make political capital out of it. There is
no doubt in my mind that the statement
referred to was published with no other
object than that of endeavouring to rouse
public opinion against the Liabour party in
Australia—bto cause dissension among the
people and set them against the Labour
party as a whole. But I am satisfied that
the people have more sense than to credit
Mr. Stead’s statements or the paragraphs
which have appeared in the various news-
papers during the past week or more. The
hon. member for Moreton went out of his
way to emphasise the statement attributed
to Mr. Fisher, as if it had actually been
made by that gentleman. While he was
speaking some members on this side inter-
jected, and suggested that he should delay

is judgment in the matter until he had
an opportunity of ascertaining whether Mr.
Fisher actually made the statement attri-
buted %o him, but the hon. member would
not accept that advice. It was well known
by every member in this House that Mr.
Pisher was on the sea at the time the sen-
sational statement was published, and that
he had had no opportunity of contradicting
ik, Neither could his colleagues contradict
it, because they were not present at the
alleged interview between Mr. Fisher and
Mr. Stead; but Mr. Hughes went so far as
to say that he would guarantee that the
statement as published was never uttered
by the Prime Minister. The hon. member
for Moreton said—

‘“The Governor in kis Speech starts by dis-
cussing the question of the great loyalty that
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has been manifested throughout the British
Empire in connection with the crowning of the
King and Queen. He states—

“ It was highly gratifying to note the admir-
able spirit with which the people of Queensland
joined in the thanksgiving and rejoicing that
attended the coronation of our beloved Xing
and Queen, and in the demonstrations of
enthusiastic loyalty and devotion to their
Majesties which on that greal occasion took
place in every portion of the Empire,”

“ Now, it is somewhat sad to think that, after
all this rejoicing in connection with the
coronation of the King, something should be
said by the Prime Minister of Australia,
which I think is no credit to himself, and
certainly is no credit to Australia.”

There is a direct statement that the Prime
Minister of Australia had made a certain

statement which was no credit to himself
or to Australia. The hon. member went on
to say— «

“Mr., Fisher is alleged to have said, in an
interview with the editor of the ° Review of

T

Reviews’ ’—

I shall not read all the statement, but the
concluding part is—

“We don't expect an attack or contemplate
independence, because, except as the riddance
of the risk of being attacked by England's fooes,
we gain nothing if we are as independent as
any other sovereign State, and might Iose
much.”’

‘“That is a statement which was made by Mr.
Fisher in London just a few days before he
left.”

The hon. member for Moreton, it will be
observed, lays it down that the statements
attributed to Mr. Fisher were actually
uttered. Further on the hon. member said—

‘“1 cannot understand a statement like that
coming from Mr. Fisher after receiving most
magnificent hospitality at the hands of the
people of Great Britain. Here is a gentleman
who has been giving out Imperial sentiments
ever since he went home, and, in spite of that,
he winds up with giving utterance to sentiments
absolutely opposed to the sentiments held by
the people of Australia.

“Mr, LenNoN: You would have been wise to
walt and hear his explanation.”

But the hon. member did not think fit to
wait. e simply repesated the statement,
because it is well known to gentlemen of
that character, and to journalists in parti-
cular, that it takes a long time to catch a
lie published in a newspaper, and that the
chances are that two-thirds of the people
who read the first statement would not see
the contradiction, with the result that later
on fruit is reaped from the untrue state-
ment. The hon, member for Moreton con-
tinued—

‘““ A cable appeared in to-day’s Press stating
that the report sent out on Monday is abso-
Tutely correct.”

Those statements I wish to contradict on
behalf of Mr. Fisher, and on behalf of the
whole Australian Labour party, because it
is assumed in the remarks of the hon. mem-
ber that the Labour party are not loyal
to the powers that be. I claim that we are
just as loyal as any other party in Austra-
lia, and I dissent from those remarks, and
resent the accusation that the Labour party
are wanting in loyalty to the powers that
be. In yesterday’s Courier we had a cable
from Mr. Fisher himself, sent as soon as hs

Mr. Foley.)
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was able to contradict the statement made
by Mr. Stead. A message from Colombo
says—
“ Colombo, Saturday.

“The Right Hon. A. Fisher, Prime Minister of
Australia, who arrived here this morning from
Fngland, showed considerable agitatien on
learning the sensation that had been caused by
the report published in the ‘ Review of Reviews’
of his interview with Mr. W. T. Stead, which
he described as a grotesque misrepresentation.
He immediately cabled for a fuller report of the
interview, and later cabled to Mr. BStiead,

stating that the report of the interview was

grossly misleading. Mr. Fisher stated: “Mr.
Stead and I had a brief and hurried inferview
one morning, and, in answer to guestions, I
repeated to him what I have stated hundreds
of times in public speeches in Australia, and
recently in the United Kingdom-—namely, our
ohjective is peace among the nations of the
world, and a policy of effective defence and
unity among the British nations. This can best
be attained and.maintained by trusting His
Majesty’s Governments in the United Kingdom
and the Dominions as responsible Ministers of
the family of nations. The interview is nof
inine, and is misleading in material points.
The expression, ‘“Haul down the fiag,~ has
never entered my mind. ° Keep the flag flying”
is my ambition, with all its best traditions.
Nor have I harboured any idea that Australia
should break away from the Empire; nor do
I wish to escape the duty of defending its
honour. No one who knows me will believe
that I used these words, nor anything like
them. I spent much time in advocating a
wider organisation of the nations who desire
peace and industrial progress for the wel-
fare of their people, and no nation and no flag
stand higher for this idea than our own. I
had given Mr. Stead an interview of seven
minutes, at the mrost, and have never seen a
proof of the veport, nor has my secretary.
Such expressions would not be disloyalty, but
insanity, They. would be brutal and mons-
trous.” Mr. Fisher stated that he had received
a cable message reporting Mr. Mughes’s state-
ment on the interview, and he approved of it.”

A Melbourne telegram says—

“In making Mr. Fisher's message publie, Mr.
Hughes said: “ This cable sets forth in ian-
guage that no one can pretend to misunderstand
what every sensible man anticipated must be
Myr. Fisher’s explanation of Mr. Stead’s so-
called interview. I venture to say that it is
characterised by a moderation of language
which the brevity enforced by the cable comi-
panies’ tariffs alone explains and even justifies.
When Mr. Pisher calls Mr. Stead’s reported
interview grotesque, he cramps intc cne word
every epithet of ridicule, denunciation, and
contempt that every fair-minded man must feel
towards one who has so indecently vilified him.
I shall add nothing to what Mr. Fisher has
said, save to express on behall of my colleagues
and party what very great pleasure it gives us
to know that this attack but serves to heighten
Mr. Fisher’s reputation, and amply warrants
our emphatic belief in the absurdity of attri-
buting such statements to him.”

That statement should be enough to make
the hon. member for Moreton hide his head
for the rest of the time he is in Parliament,
or at least to bring from him an apclogy
to the Prime Minister for the statement he
made in this Chamber last Thursday night.
I find that our Premier also went out of his
way to emphasise this matter, for in the
same newspaper appears the following para-
graph :—
HAavn DowN THE Frag.
PREMIER AND MR. FISHER'S INTERVIEW.

“The Hon. D. F. Denham made reference on
Saturday at Hatton Vale to the reported state-
ments of Mr. Fisher, published by Mr. Stead.
He said he doubted very much whether Mr.
Fisher uttered the words atiributed to him. He

[3r. Foley.
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preferred to wait until he could See the
original, and see whether any colour had been
imparted to the utlerance, before expressiug,
any opinion. But, if Mr. Fisher did say any
such things, there was not a man or woman in
Australia who would not deem it their duty w
hur!l him from his place of power.” -

While the Premier would have been por-
fectly justified in making that statement, if
he found that Mr. Fisher had used the
words attributed to him, I say he should
have waited to find out the truth or other-
wise of the statement before publicly dealing
with it in that way. It was simply giving
a back-handed hit at a man behind his.
back, and not giving him s chance to defend
himself. The hon. gentleman got in this
thrust, practically telling the people that if
it was not true it was not his fault. Actions
of -this kind, like chickens, come home to
roost. I believe that the publication of
those statements, and the hysterical howlings
and wailings of the Press, will rebound on
those who used them at the next election,
and that as a result the Labour party will
come cut stronger than ever it was before.
At least I hope so, and I believe thai it

will be so. Dealing with the
[8.30 p.m.] Address in Reply, I just want to

call attention to several Bills that
have been put forward by the Government,
and hope that some of them will be passed
into law this session. I notice that His
Excellency in his Speech calls attention to
the lamentable loss of the “ Yongala,” which
took place in March last off the Northern
coast of Queensland. e says here—

“ No event of late years has excited a sorrow
more sincere or more widely felt than the loss,.
in a terrific hurricane, of the fine steamer
“ Yongala,” with all her passengers, officers,
and crew.”’

I am in a position to wverify every word of
that statement, Lecause I was living in the
midst of that great sorrow and grief, and
it wanted to be witnessed to be believed—
the sorrow and grief that was spread righs
throughout the whole of Townsville over the
loss of this vessel in such a severe hurri-
cane. Knowing these people as I did for
many years, in the habit of seeing them
every day, and to find them cast away at a
moment’s notice without any chance of
saving themselves cast such a gloom over
Towunsville that will not be forgotten for
many years to come. Amongst the number
were Mr. and Mrs. Rooney, very old inhabi-
tants of Townsville, and their daughter,
and their loss was bemoaned and bewailed
by almost every person in the community.
Then the two nurses from the General Hos-
pital were amongst thoss who were lost.
They were known to practically every man
and woman in the place, and they were
spoken of in the highest terms by many
mén and women who had been in the hos-
pital while they were there. Their death
was regretted exceedingly by the whole com-
munity. I was sorry to read a statement by
the Premier, the Hon. Mr. Denham, in the
papers shortly after the wreck, when speak-
g on the referenda proposals. He en-
deavoured to make some capital out of the
accident, by saying, by innuendo, that the
Federal Government were to blame for the
loss of the ‘ Yongala,” by the fact that
they did not light the coast, forgetting at
the time that they had not taken over the
lighting of the coast, although they had full
power to do so. The Federal Government
really had nothing to do with the lighting
of the coast at that time, and the Premier
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knew that very well. He was reported by
the papers to have insinuated that the acoci-
dent was caused through the Federal Go-
vernment mnot lighting the coast. That
statement differed very much from the
speech he made in this House the other
day on the Address in Reply, when he was
dealing with this very question. He said
here—

“T am quite sure that if all the lights of

Australia were concentrated on the coast on
that night they couid not have been of any
avail.”
That is a very different statement, but a
most truthful statement, as if all the lights
in Australia had been concentrated on thab
night on the coast between Whitsunday
Passage and Townsville they could not have
saved the ill-fated ¢ Yongala” from the
doom she met. I certainly objected to the
Premier, or any supporters of his, using
that as an argument to secure votes at the
referenda on the 26th April last. There is
another thing that perhaps our own Go-
vernment might be called upon to_rectify
against similar accidents taking place in
future, because we never know the time
when such an accident may happen again.
We have lived so long in the North without
having such an accident that we had begun
to think that it was not possible for such a
disaster to iake place so near the coast; but,
anyhow, it did take place, and the *‘ Yon-
gala” was wrecked. Now, when the “ Yon-
gala’” was overdue, it was found that the
harbour-master in Townsville did not have
a vessel sufficiently stable to go out to look
for the “Yongala.” He was quite willing
to go, and he might have been the means
of saving some life or sesn some signs of the
vessel, if he had been able to go out. The
“Yongala” was due in Townsville on Fri-
day morning, and nothing was done to look
for her till Saturday afternoon, when two of
the Adelaide Company’s vessels went out to
make inquiries. They thought she might be
sheltering behind some islands, or perhaps
hdve a broken propeller-shaft and want some
assistance. They could not believe it pos-
sible that the vessel went down with all
hands. It was not till Monday that they
began to believe that the vessel went down
with all hands. On Monday the Premier
took it upon himself to order every facility
to be given to endeavour to find out the
wreck, and, if possible, save any lives that
might be on the islands or in the vicinity.
The harbour board’s tug-boat * Alert’ was
sent out with her crew to search the islands
and reefs. As a matter of fact, several life-
buoys were picked up, and no one knows
whether those lifebuoys left the steamer with
anyone in them or not. But if the harbour-
master in Townsville had a boat big
enough to go out, the chances are that he
would have been able to save somebody who
was floating around in those lifebuoys. We
know it is possible for a man in s lifebuoy
to live in a sea for a long time, but when
he gets exhausted he has to let go. 1 am
not saying that there was anyone in the
lifebuoys, but it points in that direction,
and the lifcbuoys had no one in them when
they were picked up two or three days
after the loss of the vessel was reported.
The Premier promised when he was in
Townsville to buy a new tug-boat for the
port, and I believe that one has been pur-
chased, and it will replace the small boat
that is there now.

The TREASURER: The ¢ Champion” is going
there.
19112
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Mr. FOLEY: Captain Mackay, the Port-
master, told me that the “Champion” was
going there instead of the “ Woy Woy,” as
he said the “Champion” would be more suit-
able for Townsville.

The TrEASURER: The “ Woy Woy”’ was not
purchased for Townsville.

Mr. FOLEY : At any rate, I am glad that we
are to have a bigger boat than the harbour-
master had before. I know that at times it
was ridiculous to send out the harbour-master
and crew to the neighbouring lighthouses, as
far as Cape Bowling Green, to supply food to
them every month. They practically carried
their lives in their hands, but, as they said,
they were instructed to go, and they had to
go. Another paragraph of the Speech reads—

“ Though the census recently taken shows that
our population greatly increased during the
past decade, yet it is not increasing at a rate
commensurate with the requirements of our
thriving and rapidly expanding industries.”

We know there have been a good many im-
migrants coming into Queensiznd. The pre-
sent Government, like the past Government,
are spending an enormous amount of money
in bringing immigrants to this country, but
our population is not increasing in that ratio,
or to that extent, that we should expect it.
I was reading the speech of an hon. member
in another place, and he said it was a well-
known fact that not only dozens or scores,
but_hundreds of the immugrants brought oub
to Queensland were shifting on to New South
Wales and Victoria, and the result of that is
that we are spending a lot of money to in-
crease the population of New South Wales and
Victoria. As an Australian I do not object to
that, but as a Queenslander, who has got to
pay his share of the taxation of Queensland,
I object to our money being spent to bring
out immigrants to go to New South Wales
and Victoria. I suggest that the immigrants
should be put on to the land, where they would
have something to occupy their minds instead
of knocking around the towns looking for
work, as they are more likely to shift away to
another State to get a job if they do that. We
are undergoing a very severe strike in the
sugar industry in Queensland at present; the
sugar-planters are bringing men up from the
South to fill the vacancies caused by the men
on strike, and nearly every ship that comes
up from the South has men on board to take
the place of the strikers. We have been read-
ing in the Press, not only in Queensland, bub
in New South Wales, that there is a shortage
of labour in the States, and a commission
was appointed in New South Wales to find
out where the shortage tock place. Employ-
erg of labour gave evidence bfore that com-
mission, and stated that they were hard
pressed for men to carry on their industries.
I had an opportunity of waiting on two boat-
loads of people that came up from the South
%0 go on to the northern sugar fields to work,
and on meeting the men on the “Bingera”
last Thursday night I pointed out to them the
foolishness of taking the place of men who
were fighting for better conditions. The men

- said to me, “ What would you do if you had

been idle for months and months, and if you
knew that hundreds and thousands of men in
New South Wales and Victoria are now look-
ing for work and cannot get it? What would
you do if you were one of them, and work
was offering in Queensland? Would you not
accept it?” If that is the state of affairs, if
there are hundreds and thousands of men in

Mr. Foley.]
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Victoria and New South Wales, as those men
told me, who cannot get work, and who are
starving for the want of work, then why

Mr. D. Hu~Nter: Is that the state of affairs
in New South Wales?

Mr. FOLEY : That is the statement of men
who came from New South Wales and
Victoria.

Mr. D. HuUNTER:
ment in power !

Mr. FOLEY : Yes, a Labour Government
in power. There are hundreds and thousands
of men in Victoria and New South Wales
who are literally starving for the want of
work, and they are being driven to blackleg
and scab on men in Queensland. If that is
the state of affairs, where is the necessity of
the Government to spend thousands of pounds
to bring men out here? That is a statement
I would like some members on the front
Treasury bench to reply to. Now, I went on
board the ““ Grantala” yesterday, and there
were about fifty men on board going up to
Townsville and Mackay, who had been en-
gaged by the Colonial Sugar Refining Com-
pany in Melbourne to go to North Quensland
to work in the sugar-fields. I interviewed one
of those men, and he told me precisely the
same story—that there were hundreds and
thousands of men in Victoria and New South
Wales who were literally starving for the want
of work. I do not know whether that is the
excuse they have for the dirty action they are
taking in going to North Queensland to take
the places of men who are fighting for better
conditions, but he distinctly stated there are
thousands of men who cannot get work, and
censequently they are forced to come up here.
That is one of the best arguments why the
Government should at once discontinue ifs
immigration policy amd find work for those
men who are here, and then, if they are
really short of labour, that will be the time
to bring people from the old country. Some
of those young fellows whom I met yesterday
told me that they had not been in New South
Wales for more than four months, and during
that time they had been unable to get work.

Mr. D. HuNrer: Who brought them out?

My, FOLEY : The Queensland Government,
I suppose. They bring them to Queensland,
and, as they cannot find work here, they are
driven to New South Wales. As the Hon.
Mr. Norton said in another place last weelk,
it. is well known that there are scores and
hundreds of immigrants brought out by the
Queensland Government who afterwards drift
down to New South Wales and Victoria. 1
am not saying anything against the fact that
they are coming to Australia. What I do
say is that I object to Queensland paying for
New South Wales and Victoria immigrants.

Mr. D. Hunter: You just told us that they
come back.

Myr. FOLEY: There is another way of
increasing our population which our Govern-
ment do not seem to take any interest in at
all. There is what we call natural increase
of population. This is becoming a burning
guestion not only in England, but in many
parts of Europe, and they are not allowing
bachelors in some countries, or ab least they
are going to put a tax on them. For the
edification of some hon. members who seem
to be smiling, I will just read a statement by
the Rev. Father Vaughan in the old country
on this guestion. He said—

“ During the past thirty years England has
slid down the birth-rate decline more rapidly

[Mr. Foley:
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than any other Huropean nation. On ths sign-
posts along the ““broad way that leadeth io
destruction” he read the warning:—1876:
Fngland’s birth rate per 1,000, 36; that of
France, 26. 1911: Hnglish birth rate, 23;
French, 18. But for the toiling classes the
shrinkage would be far worse.”

We hawe other information which goes to
show that this question is taking hold of the
people, not only in England, but in other
parts of the world. Here 1s a manifesto
1ssued by the National Council on Public
Morals. It deals with the decline in the
birth rate, and reads as follows :—

“ Many causes, old and new, are conducing
to the evasion of the great obligations of
parenthood, and the degradation of the mar-
riage tie; evidence of this being found to
some extent in the decline of the birth rate.”

This decline in the birth rate was always
attributed $o the socialist and the Labour
party, but here we have evidence which
shows it is not only the Labour party who
are responsible for the decline in the birth
rate. The manifesto also says—

“ The circulation of pernicious literature.—
Our youth of both sexes is in danger of being
corrupted by the circulation of pernicious
literature for which no defence can be offered
-——g circulation which has to-day reached an
extent and developed az subtle suggestiveness
without parallel in the past. This is an evil
that can be controlled, and so long as we
knowingly permit it to continue the serious
consequences lie at our door.”

I recommend that statement to members of
the Government, and ask them to seriously
consider the matter and see if they can do
anything to prevent the falling birth rate by
acting on the statements contained therein.
A suggestion was thrown out by the munici-
pality of ILyons, in France, to tax bachelors.
This is of recent date, and is as follows:—

“ The municipality of Lyons has imposed a
tax of ten franes a head on marriageable
bachelors, with a 5 per cent. tax on their rents
when over £10 a month, to help a fund for
assisting large families.” .

That is a statement that might be taken
notice of by ocur own Government, because 1
say men who come to Queensland and have
large families should have some recognition
by the Government to enable them to live in
the country when they do come here. I
would suggest that they give them a grant of
land and assist them to form a settlement, so
that it would encourage men with families to
come along to Queensland. I read in a letter
some time ago where a man in Queensland
wrote home advising his friends to stop where
they were and not to sell their farms and
come to Queensland, because the conditions
in Queensland were such that if they took up
a farm here they could not grow enough
grass on it to feed a bandicoot.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
pessimist,

Mr. FOLEY: Here is another statement
on the same guestion—

“ Captain Maire, president of the ILarge
Families ILeague, and himself the father of
eleven, outlines (says the Paris correspondent
of . the “Daily Mail”) the demands of the
league In the *““ Matin.” He quotes figures
showing that 1,804,710 French homes have no
children, that 2,966,171 have only one child,
and that 2,661,978 have only two children.
“ Without the 3,800,000 families with thrae
or more children,” he says ‘‘ France would be

He was a
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a2 skeleton. These families are both the prin-
«cipal force and the creditors of the country.”
The league urges that taxation be remitted on
the birth of a fourth child:; that all Statle
“ favours ”’ and patronage be reserved for the
members of large families; that the number
of a State employee’s children shall count
dowards his promotion ; that schelarships be re-
served for children of numerous families; and
that the Government legislate immediately to
help the members of the league. ‘ Where is
the money to come from?” asks Captlain Maire,
and answers, ‘‘ Single persons of the bearded
sex come forth! You are the drones of the
‘hive, from selfish motives and of set purpose.
You are the barren treeS. France is dying
for lack of births. Pay up!”

That is the suggestion of Captain Maire,
who is a Frenchman. However, I read this
to show how the question of the empty
“cradle is taking hold of the people in the
old country as it has done lately in Austra-
lia, and ‘something should be done by the
‘Governments in Australia to help this thing
along. We have here another quotation,
and then I am done with that subject. It
-8ays here—

‘““The endowment of motherhood and the taxa-
tion of bachelors are the chief provisions of
a Bill introduced in the Iilinois (U.8.A.)
‘Senate by Senator Beall, popularly known as
“the Stork Mayor of Alton.” Th8& Bill pro-
vides that every bachelor over thirty-five years
of age who cannot show good and sufficient
reasons unfitting him for matrimony shall pay
a yearly tax of £2. For the encouragement
of motherhood, the Bill provides the payment
by the State of £20 to the mother of each
<hild born within two years after marriage,
and for each additional child born every two
years afterwards. For twins a State premium
of £40, and for triplets £60 will be furnished.”

These quotations are only to show that the

decline in birth rate in the old country is

causing some agitation. We now come fo
the statement in the Speech about the ques-
tion of erecting additional sugar-mills in
North Queensland. I wish to say, in con-
firmation, that there is a great demand in
North Queensland for extra sugar-mills. As
a matber of fact, in the Johnstone River
there has been an agitation for many years
for a sugar-mill. I know some nine years
ago, when I was a candidate for the Herbert
seat in opposition to Sir Alfred Cowley, the
people in Johnstone River were very
anxious to get a central mill erected at
Darradgee. They had been promised a mill
for many years, and it had been held out
as a sort of bunch of carrots for the Govern-
ment at every election—if the Government
candidate was returned they would get the
advance.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Was the
advance on account of the bunch of car-
rots ?

Mr. FOLEY : From what I learned of the
people there, they were prepared to put up
all the land in their possession—sufficient

to cover the cost of the mill twice or three’

times over—but they never got a mill, and
the general opinion there was that it was
on account of the Colonial Sugar Refining
Company holding a monopoly of the crushing
business in that district. That was

[9 p.m.] one of the conditions on which I
was accepted as a candidate—that

I would do all in my power to get the
Government to advance the money to erect
the mill: and so serious were the people in
‘this matter that they supported me—a
stranger in the district—against Sir Alfred
‘Cowley, and when the election came off I
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got a majority in Geraldton—a thing that
never happened before to anyone opposing
#ir Alfred Cowley. That mill is not erected
yet, though there is abundance of sugar
land in the locality to keep a mill -going
the whole season. I notice that the Suga
Commission recommended the erection of
a mill at Darradgee; and I hope the Go-
vernment will see their way to carry out
the suggestion—either that or build one mill
between the Mulgrave and the Darradgee,
which was suggested as an alternative by
the senior member for Townsville.

Mr. LeNNON: Better stick to the proposals
as they are.

Mr. FOLEY: Yes; the mill at Darradgee
would be better. One of the oldest residents
in Geraldton asked me if I was going to
give them the central mill. He said, “I
will never believe it until I see it on the
tender coming up the Johnstone River—we
have been promised it so often.” In the
next paragraph of the Speech, His Excel-
lency says—

“1It is the intention of my advisers to intro-
duce at an early date two measures which
would have been presented last session had
time permitted—a Liquor Bill and a Police
Offences BilL”

I do not intend to deal with the Police
Offences Bill at present, but I intend to
say. a word or two in connection with the
Licensing Bill; and I would like to quote
from a synopsis of the Bill I have in my
possession to find out if the Gtovernment in-
tend to bring in such a Bill as they have
foreshadowed in this synopsis. I may say
that the synopsis came into my possession
three or four months ago; and I was at a
loss to understand how some people could
get information not supplied to otﬁers.

The SECRETARY FOrR RAILWAYS: Did you
get that through the secret intelligence
department ?

Mr. FOLEY: I was under the impression
that Bills to be presented to Parliament
would be circulated to members first, or as
soon as they were read & firsi time. This
is the synopsis presented to a certain body
to get their opinion and see if it would
suit them before the Bill was introduced by
the Government—

“1t is understood the synopsis of this Biil
discussed at a recent caucus meeting of the
Government members contained the following
provisions, viz.

“1. Local option on State electoral roll

‘2. Polls triennial on following questions:
Continuance, reduction, and increase
of licenses. .

“ 3, Polls to be taken on a day other than
day of State parliamentary election.

“ 4, If reduction is carried, 25 per cent. to
be clesed three years after poll

“ B, Compensation to be paid with respect
to houses closed, from a fund to be
provided by owners of hotels and
licensees, on the Victorian basis.

“ 6. Heavy penalties for Sunday trading
and trading during prohibited hours.

“7. Increased license fees on rental basis,
from £15 to £100 per annum.

“ 8. Houses to be closed at 10 p.m.

“ 9. Barmaids to cease work at 9 p.m.

“10. Only police magistrate on lcensing

bench.

“11. No license to be granted to grocers. R

12, Clubs to be closed same hours as

hotels.

“13. Bill to be a non-party one.”

I de not intend to discuss that synopsis just

Mr. Foley.]



356 Address in Reply.

now; but if we get such » Bill as is there
foreshadowed I think it will meet with the
approval of a large number of hon. mem-
bers. I see further -down in the Speech that
the Grovernment are going to introduce Bills
for the construction of more railways. Last
session we passed railways that will cost
within a fraction of £10,000,000; but up to
the present very few of those railways have
been started; and I would point out to the
Minister—as I pointed out to him on his
visit to Townsville two or three months
ago—that there are a large number of men
waiting for the starting of the Northern
line—men with plants for small contracts.

Mr. THORN: Do you believe in contracts?

Mr. FOLEY: No, but the Government
do; and these men are waiting with their
plants in the hope that the Ingham-Towns-
ville Railway will be started 1n the near
future. When the hon. gentleman was in
Townsville I asked him when it would be
started, and ab first he would not tell me,
but at the finish he said he thought it would
be in two months’ time. I know the survey
of 35 miles has been finished more than four
months, and that would be sufficient to make
a start from the Townsville end. In fact, a
start could have been made three months
ago. We had a prolonged wet season, and
I was holding that as a reason for the
delay; but we have now had three months
of fine weather, and no reasonable excuse
for not commencing the line. The Govern-
ment has authority to borrow £10,000,000 for
railway construction, and £2,000,000 of that
amount has been borrowed. Then why has
the work not been started?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: For the
same reason that other sections have not
been started—because we are mnot ready.
When we are ready we will start.

Mr. FOLEY: But when are you going to
be ready? The Minister may fippantly say,
“ We are not ready.”

The SECRETARY FOR RaATLWAYS: Not any
more flippant than you, and with a great deal
more knowledge of the subject.

Mr. FOLEY: I would like the public to
get more information as to why these railways
have not been started. While I am at one
with those who are in favour of plenty of rail-
way construction, I object to money beng
voted and surveys made and then the work
being delayed while there are hundreds of
men waiting for the work to start. If the
Minister can show good reason for the delay
we shall have to accept it, but I have heard
no valid reason. I would like to see the rail-
ways already passed proceeded with before
we pass any more. 1 do not think I will
delay the House any longer. I understand
that all the promised Bills will come up in
due course, unless they are amongst the
slaughtered innocents at .the end of the
session.  Last year we had a pretty good
programme, but half of the most important
measures promised were relegated to the
waste-paper basket, and I think something
similar will happen to some of the Bills on
the programme this year. We have here
scme very good and democratic measures, if
they are only brought forward and placed on
the statute-book. We have, for instance, the
State Education Act Amendment Bill, the
Sugar Works Bill, the Factories and Shops
Act Amendment Bill, the Wages Boards Act
Amendment Bill, and the Health Act Amend-
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ment Bill. All those measures require discus-
gion and amendment, and I think they could
be made very good Bills if we only get a
chbance to discuss them and make suggestions
to the Government for their improvement.
But if they are to be relegated to the dust-
heap at the end of the session, then it is only
so much ‘‘pap ”’ presenting them in this pro-
gramme. With regard to the Inspection of
Machinery Bill, I wish to point out that
permits have been granted to men in the
North to take charge of machinery, that they
have held those permits for years, and have
never bothered about going up for examina-
tion to get a certificate. As a matter of fact
many of the men who hold such permits
could not pass an examination. I hold that
the inspector should be instructed to see that
no man’s permit lasts longer than the day
that he has an opportunity of presenting him-

‘self for examination-——that is, until the date

when the board sits in his particular district;
and I hope there will be an amendment of
the Act in that direction. With reference to
the Bill to amend the Workers’ Dwellings Act,
I trust that it will be brought forward this
session. There are many people in the
North who are now beginning to take an
interest in that measure. It was not very
much understood in Townsville until I took
up a copy of the Act and explained it to
some people who were inquiring about it,
but now a good number of people want to
know all the particulars of the Act and
its operation. I trust that the proposed Bill
will benefit a large number of workers by
assisting persons who canmot by means of
their own get a home for themselves. If that
is done, and we put a number of the promised
measures on the statute-book in an amended
form, we shall do good work for the State.
In conclusion, I am grateful to the House
for listening to me so patiently, and I hope
that the work done this session will redound
to the credit of all the members of the House.
(Hear, hear!)

Mr. RYAN (Barcoo): In common with
other members who have addressed them-
selves to this motion, I desire to express my
regret at the loss which this House has suf-
fered through the death of the late Speaker,
apd at the same time to congratulate wvou,
Sir, upon the manner in which you have dis-
charged the duties of Speaker since you have
been appointed to that high and honourable
position. Since we last met many changes
have taken place. The thought that occurs
to me is that the sceme has changed. There
has passed away from us Mr. Kidston. the
late Premier, who has been elevated—if T may
use that term—to the position of a judge of
the Land Court, and we have three new
Ministers in the Cabinet. And with this
change there has come about a change in the
policy of the Government. The hon. member
for Enoggera stated that it was the same
policy with a different Government. I say
it 18 a different Government, and 1t
has a different policy. After those changes
in the Ministry took place we had two by-
elections—one at Rockhampton and another
at Enoggera, and since then we have had a
by-election at Dalby. One would naturally
expect when Mr. Kidston retired that the
electors of Rockhampton would say whether
‘or not they believed that the policy of the
present Government was the same as the
policy of the Government which he led, and,
as we also naturally would expect, the con-
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stituents in his old electorate said it was not
the same by the fact that they returned Mr.
Adamson to this House to represent the con-
stituency formerly represented by Mr. Kid-
ston. The voting in the electorate of Enog-
gera also underwent a great change; there was
4 far bigger vote against the Ministerial candi-
date in Enoggera than there was when Mr.
Hawthorn was elected. Later still we found
that in the electorate of Dalby the Labour
party made a great advance in the number of
supporters they had in that electorate. All
this is an indication that the people of Queens-
land, particularly the people of the electorate
which was {formerly represented by Mr.
Kidston. are decidedly of opinion that the
policy of the Government has undergone a
change.

My, PrTRIE: No, I don’t think they say so.

Mr. RYAN: Since those elections we have
had the Governor’s Speech in opening this
Parliament, and in that Speech we have an
absolute admission that the policy of the
Government is changed, particularly with
regard to the Trade Disputes Bill, and there
is an absence of any promise that legislation
will be introduced with regard to bringing
about State insurance.

Mrx. PETRIE: We want no political union in
the Trade Disputes Bill.

_ Mr. RYAN: All that I am contending now
is that the policy which was placed before
the people of Queensland by the late Premier
is not the policy which is being placed before
the people of Queensland by the present Go-
vernment. I maintain that the present Go-
vernment have become more - conservative,
that they have retrogressed, and that those
people—and there are a considerable number
in Queensland—who supported Mr.- Kidston
and his policy have now no alternative but to
withdraw their support from this Government
and transfer it to the Labour party.  As a
matter of fact, I know that many people have
transferred their support from: that side of
the House to the Labour party.

M. PerrIE: Do you think you are Labour?

Mr. RYAN: Yes, T am Labour; or I should
not be speaking from the position which I now
ocoupy. I think that statement can be ac-
cepted by members on both sides of the
-House. It has been accepted by the electors
who placed me here; and I think it will con-
tinue to be accepted by them. At ail events
I am prepared to allow my constituents to
judge whether I am Labour or not.. The Sec-
retary for Public Instruction made a similar
interjection the other night, and I gave him
a similar reply. . It seems to me that some
members opposite are somewhat undomfort-
able at my believing in Labour, and would
rather have rae on that side of the House,
believing in the principles advocated by the
present Government. Now, passing to the
programme placed before the House, I under-
stand that according to present parliamentary
institutions we have party government, and
that party Governments usually bring down a
party programme. What party measure is
there in the present proposals of the Govern-
ment? I can see none. The Licensing Bill
has been spoken of, but that has not been
brought down as a party measure. If any
legislation is to be introduced to amend the
Licensing Act, that legislation should be
introduced as a party measure. and we should
not have the Bill thrown ou the table of the
House for members to pull hither and thither,
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and do as they please with. I am sure that
many people outside connected with the tem-
perance organisations, and others connected
with the liquor trade, think that the Govern-
ment ought to have brought in that measure
as a party measure. The fact that they have
not done so is an evidence of weakness on
the part of the Government. They are not
strong enough to pass such a measure through
the House as a party measure, and conse-
quently their programme is to introduce mea-
sures as non-party measures, so that they may
continue to hold office. Their programme is
a programme of shreds and patches, and
they say to the House, ““ Now, do as you like
with this measure; it does not matter whether
vou brush it out or amend it; you can do as
you like with it, but we are going to hold on
to office.”

The PreMIER: In the last remark you are
wholly right; in the former remark you are
entirely wrong.

Mr. RYAN: I do not hear the hon. gentle-
man’s remark.

The PremiEz: Hansard has got ib.

Mr. RYAN: I am very pleased to see that
the hon. gentleman has walked out because I
am telling him some home truths, But I
think he might have had the courtesy to
repeat his interjection, even if Hamsard has
got ib. I have heard the hon. gentleman
complimented on the courtesy with which he
carries on the business of the House, but 1
think he is wanting in backbone. No matter
what opinion we may have of the late Pre-
mier’s method of carrying on the husiness of
the House, I think everybody will admib
that he had backbone, The present Premier
is absolutely without backbone, and his pro-
gramme shows that the Government are with-
ont backbone. It is & proper thing that there
should be a reference in the Speech to the
loss of the ill-fated ‘ Yongala.” There is no
doubt that every man, woman, and child in
Queensland who knows the facts of that wreck
laments the said affair. I think the leader
of the Opvosition acted rightly in quoting
what the Premier said at Townsville about
that unforfunate occurrence when he wished
to make political capital out of the event
acainst the Labour Government in the Federal
Parliament. Though the leader of the Oppo-
sition quoted what the hon. member said on
that occasion, I think it is worth while quoting
it again. The hon. gentleman is reported in
the Townsville Bulletin to have said—

“ During the course of his remarks, Mr. Den~
ham =aid that whilst he bad no desire to make
political .capital out of such a grave disaster
as that which happened to the “ Yongala,” still
he could not but feel thai the Commonwealin
Government were far from Dbeing entirely
exonerated. The Constitution specifically set
nut that they {the Commonwealth Government)
had power to contrpl all lighthouses, light-
ships, beacons, buoys, etc. During the years
that had elapsed since federation, there had
been a steady and rapid growth in our shipping,
both in regard to the importance and number
of ships trading along that coast. Vet the
Commonwealth CGovernment had done abso-
lutely nothing to improve the coast lighting.”

Is that not an attemapt to make political
capital out of a misstatement? The Common-
wealth Government had not taken over the
control of the lighting. There is a provision -
in the Commonwealth Consfitution Act to
the cffect that the control of the lighting,is
only to be taken over from a certain date,
and I shall quote that provision for the benefit

Mr. Ryan.]
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of the Premier. I have no doubt that Hansard
will get it, and the hon. gentleman can read
it in Hansard if he is too busy to remain in
the House while I am referring to it. Section
69 of the Constitution Act says—

““On a date or dates to be proclaimed by the
Governor-General after the establishment of
the Commonwealth, the following depart:
of the public service in each State shall he-
come transferred to the Commonweaith :-—

““ Posts, telegraphs, and telephones;

“ Naval and military defence;

‘“ Lighthouses, lightships, beacons, and
buoys ;

‘“ Quarantine.”’

Now, there has been no proclamation that
these things have been taken

[9.30 p.m.] over by the Commonwealth.
They have not been taken over,

and the Premier should have known that
when he made the remarks he did. I think
it 1s due to him to explain what he meant
by making such remarks as those. A similar
line of condust was used in the Dalby elec-
torate. Political capital was endeavoured
to be made out of what the late Speaker
would have desired if he had remained
alive, and in the most unscrupulous fashion.
I know, from having been out there myself,
theﬁt the late Speaker was greatly used in
order to gef support for the Ministerial can-
didate for Dalby, and used in a way that
I do rot think anyone else would have done.
The SeCrETARY For PusLic Lanps: Vou

made some extraordinary statements when
you were there.

Mr. RYAN: The hon. gentleman might
remind me what they are, and perhaps have
an opportunity of speaking. I would like
to draw him to his feet in this debate, if
possible, beqause I do not think I made any
statements in the Dalby electorate that I

am not prepared to make here, and to
justify.

The SECRETARY ¥or Pusric Lanps: You

will have your attention called to it later on.

Mr. RYAN: I.shall be pleased to have
my]attentlon called to it later on, and to
reply o anything which the hon. gentleman
has to say. There is also a reference to
the referendum, and, like the rest of the
programme, it shows the signs of want of
backbone. It sets out—

“Itis a matter for rejoicing that at the recent
referendum the Commonwealth Government's
propo‘sals which, if adopted, would have made
a serious inroad into the self-governing powers
of the States, were rejected by an overwhelm-
ing majority. In consequence of this rejec-
tion, it has been suggested by the Government

of New South Wales that a conference of State’

Premiers be held in order to discuss whether
it might not be desirable to surrender te the
Commonwealth certain legislative rights, which,
il is contended, the States cannot exercise as
effectively as the Commonwealth. My advisers
have no cbjection to the holding of such a
conference, and will welcome the fullest dis-
cussion of the subject referred to.”

They will simply welcome discussion of it,
but they do not say what they want them-
selves. When the Premier was speaking I
was interjecting to him to ask him if he
believed in handing over powers. Eventu-
ally he said that he was agreeable to hand-
ng. over certain powers, and in doing that
he practically admits that the demands made
by the referendum proposals were desirable.
Mr. Corser: Only part.

[Mr. Ryan.
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Mr. RYAN: That some of these powers
should be handed over, and yet he says
that the result of the poll shows that the
people do not desire an amendment of the
Constitution. What is the new proposal
that he makes? He first says—as stated in
his speech the other night—

‘ My opinion is that the wages boards can do
all that was sought to be done by the altera-
tion of the Constitution.”

I join issue with him on that statement—
not in the sense that he would use the words
*“join issue.” By joining issue I mean that
I contradict it, that I disagree with it; he
would probably mean that be agreed with
it, and for this reason, experience has shown
that the wages boards cannot do what would
be done by a tribunal having jurisdiction
over all the States. Take the instance of
the boot trade. In the boot trade of New
South Wales, Judge Heydon had an arbi-
tration there, and he came to the conclusion
that the wages should be raised, but he
said, “I cannot give you an award raising
those wages, because if I do I will drive
the boot trade into other States where the
wages are lower.” What did the employees
in the boot trade do then? They said, “ We
will apply to the Federal Arbitration Court,”
and they did, with the result that after a
long arbitration, costing a great deal of
money, an award was made which applied
to all the States, and which the learned
judge who gave the award and the parties
to it thought would equalise the conditions
over all the States; but those who were not
represented at the hearing refused to fall
into line and to pay the wages which were
awarded; in other words, there was no
common rule made to apply to all. Conse-
quently, the learned judge, thinking that
he had power to make & common rule,
thought it desirable to refer the matter tothe
High Court, to see whether he could or not,
and the High Court decided that he could
not, and the award was useless. There we
have the failure, first of the New South
Wales Jocal arbitration court, and then we
have the failure of the Federal Arbitration
Court, on account of the Uommonwealth not
having these extended powers; and yet the
Premier has the effrontery, or the ignorance
—I don’t know which it is; it may be a
combination of both—to stand up and say
that in his opinion the wages boards can do
2ll that was sought to be done by the altera-
tion of the Constitution. Just fancy from
the Premier of Queensland a statement of
that kind! Surely he has mot studied the
question at all, or does he think that the
people can be gulled by the mere fact that
he states that as his opinion, when it has
been proved to be demonstrably wrong, not
only by the arbitration court in New South
Wales but in the case of the Federal Arbi-
tration Court itself, a fact which was ad-

. mitted by some of the ablest speakers in the

Federal Parliament who are opposed to the
Labour Government—they were prepared to
admit that the wages boards could nct do
these things, yet the Premier says that, in
his opinion, it can be dome. It only proves
the value of the opinion of the Premier of
Queensland on such matters. He also makes
this remarkable statement, which shows
clearly that he did not know what he was
talking about. He says—

“I will not dwell on the big guestion of
monooolies at the present time other than to
say that I do not conceive that new protection
was introduced for the aggrandisement ol the
manufacturers.”

Who on earth said it was? No Labour man
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says that new protection was introduced with
the object of aggrandising manufacturers. I
do not suppose that a single politician in
the Federal or State Parliaments ever made
such a statement, and yet the Premier sebs
up that bogey in order to knock it down
himself. He does not understand what new
protection is to make such a statement as
that. The old protection would lead fo the
aggrandisement of manufacturers, if we
have not got new protection; the old pro-
tection sets up a barrier against the out-
side world, of which the manufacturer takes
advantage, and, because he will not pass on
part of that advantage to his employees, we
have to get a new protection, which works
in with the old protection, and in that way
new protection can only be introduced with
the object of preventing the meamnulacturer
getting all the advantage of the old protec-
tion. But what we complain of is that we
cannot bring about new protection with the
present powers the Commonwealth has.

OrrosiTioNn MEuBERS: Heay, hear!

Mr. RYAN: That has been decided in
the Harvester case, under which it was
decided that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment cannot stipulate that a manufacturer
shall pay any particular rate of wages, and
therefore it is in order to give the power
of preventing the aggrandisement of the
manufacturer that we are asking to have
the power of new protection.

My, O’Svrnivax: It protects the consumer
as well.

Mr. RYAN: And it also protects the con-
sumer, as I am reminded. Of course, the
Commonwealth referendum was defeaped,
and as far as I am concerned, and I believe
as far as every other hon. member on this
side is concerned, we believe in bringing
about an alteration of that vote by proving
to the people that we are right and that the
other side is wrong. Therefore it becomes
necessary in a debate of this kind, particu-
larly in dealing with statements made by
the Premier, which naturally will have some
weight outside, that these statements should
be traversed and it should be shown wherein
they are wrong. Some remarkable state-
ments have been made by members on the
other side, including the Premier himself,
about the availability of land for settlement.
I think it was during the speech of the
leader of the Opposition that the Premier
interjected—

“ 8o far it has been quite the reverse, I
have never found any difficulty in finding land
for the landless man yet.”

That is a remarkable statement, and it is
one that the people of Queensland ought to
consider—that the Premier has never found
any difficulty in finding land for the landless
man yeb. That proves that the Premier is
unacquainted with the position obtaining in
Queensland., FEvery mail I have letters from
different parts of my constituency crying out
to have land made available. I have had a
letter from Tambo asking that land near
Tambo should be thrown open. I have had
a letter from the Jundah Progress Associa-
tion, wanting land thrown open near
Jundah, and T had a letter from Stonehenge
erying out for land to be thrown open, and
asking me to stir up the Lands Department
and have the old resumption of Vergemont
thrown open. I have had letters from dif-
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ferent other places stating that the people
cannot get land, and yet the Premier says
that he has no difficulty in obtaining land
for the landless man. I do not think that
the new Minister is any improvement in the
Lands Department. It is hardly likely that
he should be.

Mr. MacrintosH : He has not had a chance
yet.

Mr. RYAN: Well, I am quite prepared
to give him a chance. But he is a Queen-
street lawyer, and he will naturally be in-
clined to use a good deal of red tape, and
he does not understand much about the
conditions appertaining to land in Queens-
land. That is not the sort of Minister I
expected to see placed in charge of the
Lands Department. It will be very unfor-
tunate if his leader, the hon. member for
Oxley, puts into his head the idea that there
is any amount of land in Queensland for the
landless man, because, if he does, then he
starts out on a wrong basis. The present
Minister for Lands will have o grasp this
position, and grasp it quickly, that people
all over Queensland are crying out for land
to be made available, and it is not being
made available, and their excuse is that
there are not sufficient surveyors., As the
hon. member for Flinders said in this House
to-night, surveyors could be got if the Go-
vernment, would pay for them properly. If
the Government are in earnest they can get
surveyors, and they ought to get them. A
question which closely touches land settle-

ment is the question of the administra-
tion of the Water Conservation and
Utilization Act. There is no doubt that

the Government are very slow in seeing
that these regulations are altered. I asked
a question in the early part of the session-—
ahout a fortnight ago—whether the Govern-
ment intended to take action, as requested
by the Flinders, Barcaldine, Kargoolah,
Tambo, and other shire councils, and the
reply I got was that the matter was under

consideration. This is a copy of the resolu-
tion which was passed by these shire
councils—

“That this Council, whilst fully recognising
that the Government should exercise some con-
trol over the artesian water supply to prevent
unnecessary waste of such a valuable asset,
cons P

“ That the regulations attached to the Rights
in Water and Water Conservation and Utiliza-
tion Act of 1910, as at present drawn up and
printed by the Hydraulic Engineer, are im-
practicable in many cases, and unnecessary,
and also very hampering to all classes of
graziers; and it suggests that a small com-
mittes of at least three practical pastoralists
aod at least one practical wellborer meet the
Hydraulic Engineer and draw up fresh regu-
lations that will be sufficiently explicit for
the present needs of the Water Supply Depart-
ment and at the same time be more workable
for graziers.

' And it further suggests that once such regu~
lations be agreed upon, the administration of
them be placed in the hands of the Lands
Department and be worked through the com-
missioners and oether officials, as is all other
husiness so directly concerning the graziers of
Queensland.”

That is a sensible suggestion in regard to
these regulations, and théy should be placed
in the hands of the Lands Department,
which is more or less concerned with land
matters and putting down hores. The re-
gulations at present existing are distinctly

Mr. Ryan.]
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hampering to the man on the land. (Hear, me to that point: That there is a strong

hear!) I received a letter this afternocon,
when I came down to the House, _and it i3
only one of many that I have received from
my own constituency, and I have no doubt
that many other members receive similar
letters from their electorates. The letter I
received to-day is from Yalleroi, and is dated
26th July. It reads as follows :—

“ Do you kunow if any of the provisions of the
Water Act have been altered yet? Some time
ago we applied for permission to sink an arte-
sian well, and this week we received it afler
about two months of writing and wiring for
it. The whole thing is nothing short of ruina-
tion for us Western people. I have had the
plant on the site two months, and I have
10,000 sheep starving for water; and ruina-
tion is staring us in the face.”

Just fancy a man waiting there for two
months with his plant all ready and he has
to wait for permission to put down his bore,
and he sees his sheep starving for want of
water at the same time!

Mr. Wimngorr: Then this is not a squat-
ter Government after all?

;,  Mr. RYAN: The man who writes this

letter has 10,000 sheep, and he is not a
squatter. e is the sort of man we want
to encourage in the West. (Hear, hear!)

Mr. Awien: And he is the sort of man
this Government wants to knock out.

Mr. RYAN: I do not say that this is a
squatter Government, but it is an incompe-
tent Government. Then the letter concludes—

“ Now we have the license we find we have
to order new tools from Brisbane, and our plant
will bave to be altered to use them; in fact,
the expense of the thing is more than the
country is worth. We have to use 8, 8, and
10 inch casing; that means three sets of
clamps, each costing about £6 each, also two
new bits, 10 and 8 inch, costing about £7 10s.
each; two new sinkers, costing £25 each;
together with swivels, thimbles, and many
other things out of reach of the poor man.
Any hore is quite safe with a short string of
casing as an outside liner without—+there being
two liners. I hope, if the matter is before the
Hougse again, you will do what you can in the
matter, as you are aware it ig a very serious
matter.”

Is not that a scandalous state of affairs?
His plant has been hung up for two months,

as the regulations prevent him from getting
on with his work, and, when he does get

permission, he has to send to Brisbane for’

tools. Yet the Government sit. down and
do nothing—say that the matter is under
consideration. If there was a competent
Government there, and a competent Minis-
ter there, he would take the matter in his
own hands and would score out all the regu-
lations and say, “I will not permit this.”
The mere fact that this resolution was
passed by these shire councils should be
sufficient. Yet the Premier, when he was
speaking, said that there was no such thing
haopening at all. He said that he had no
difficulty in finding land for the landless
man, and these regulations were not ham-
pering the man on the land at all. Tt is
the people on the land who have to judge,
and no doubt they will find an opportunity
of saying what they think about the Pre-
mier and his administration and his Govera-
ment when the time arrives. The interjec-
tion of the hon. member for Fassifern that
this was not a squatter’s Government leads

[Mr. Byan.

squatter influence behind the Governmeut,
and partiularly behind the Lands Depart-
ment. The Lands Department were re-
requested by practically everybody at Barcal-
dine—the local bodies, Chamber of Com-
merce, Workers’ Political Organisation, and
every representative body there—not to
make available for selection any portion of
the town reserve, because this is a main
stock route, but notwithstanding that they
had decided to throw it open for selection,
and they would not resume Barcaldine
Downs. Barcaldine Downs, 1 believe, is for
sale. It is land the people about there
would like to take up, and they are prepared
to pay the price required, but the Govern-
ment say the people could not afford to pay
5d. an acre, although the people say they
are prepared to pay it

Mr. LexnoN: Some are paying more for
it.

Mr. RYAN: But they are prepared te
throw open the town common at 4d. an acre
—land without any water on it, and com-
paring the value of the two, by the report
on the matter by the chairman of the shirs
council, Mr. Ferguson, the land on Barcal-
dine Downs is worth 1s. 2d. per acre if this
common is worth 4d. an acre. Yot the
Government won't take action to resume that
land, because they say they have plenty of
land for the landless man. I have a letter
here from the Chamber of Commerce, Barcal-
dine, on the subject, in which they solicit
my services in the matter of the Lauds
Department 7e purchase of pastoral holding
in the vieinity of this town. They say—

¢ It is now understood that Barcaldine Dowus
Station is being offered for sale, and, with
this in view, this Chamber asks you to ap-
proach the Minister with the Hon: A, H.
Parneil.”
ete. I have similar requests from Tambo and
from all parts of the electorate, and it
seems inconceivable to me that men sitting
on the front Treasury bench, in the face of
all this evidence, can get up and say the
people are not clamouring for land, and
that there is plenty of land available. It is
a most extraordinary thing. There are some
local matters that I desire to refer to. With
regard to railway construction, I support the
remarks of the hon. member for Flinders,
that a railway should be built from Aramac
to Hughenden—there should be a continua-
tion of that tramline, and I hope the Govern-
ment will give due counsideration to that
matter. There is no doubt the Government
say they are prepared to support lines into
agricultural districts, and almost every member
who has got up has had one line or another
to suggest—some have had five or six lines—
and apparently the Government are pre-
pared to promise lines in the districts of
their own supporters. It looks to me like
a placating of supporters. The hon. member
for Maryborongh needed a good deal of
placating. He required a deviation and
also a deepwater port. I do not single him
out particularly.

My, ComsiEr:
years.

Mr. RYAN: I think he is to be congratu-
lated on his success in getting these con-
cessions from the Ministry, and it is quife
evident that the Government are promising
these little agricultural railways with the
object of keeping -the support of members
who are sitting behind them.

Tt has been advocated for
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Mr. Murran: It is what they have been
«doing all the time.

Mr. RYAN: Hxactly.

The SecrETARY For RAamLways: Was the
“Great Western Railway introduced to keep
the support of members?

Mr. RYAN: The Great Western Railway
is not proposed in this Speech. The Great
Wostern Railway was passed by the late
Premier, who had some sort of a policy, but,
as I said before, this prograrame is nothing
but shreds and patches.

The SuCRETARY ¥OR RaTLways: Ah, ah!

Mr. RYAN: The hon. gentleman can say
“Ah!” but that does not make it any the
less a thing of shreds and patches. I know
the hon. gentleman does not like me to say
these things. 1 state them, not from any
snimus, bat from a sense of duty to the
people I represent, and a sense of my duby
as a member of Parliament, and, of course,
the truer they are the more stinging they
are. There i3 also another local matter to
which I wish to refer, and that is the mafter
of having a police magistrate at Tambo.
There was a police magistrate there some
‘time ago, and apparvently he had plenty to
-do, and the people therc are desirous that
they should have a police magistrate again.
Personally, I do not care about bringing in
local matters in an Address of this kind, but
it becomes necessary when you find men
sitsing behind the Government talking about
nothing else but the parish pump and so on,
and it is necessary therefore for wus, on
-occasions of this kind, to point out
local requirements which we desire. Cer-
tain administration +was abtacked by the
leader of the Opposition and was replied
to by the Home Secretary, in what I sup-
pose he will consider an eloquent speech.
He defended the administration of that
department, But I think the criticism
‘that was offered by the leader of the Opposi-
“tion was very trenchant. He gave his
authority for his criticism. It appearedinthe
public Press, and he commensed on what
-appeared in the Press. I think the Home
Secretary did not make a very effective reply.
He set out an array of facts. If his defence
is as true as the statement with regard to the
lazaret, then I do mnot think much of it
The lazaret has been for some #ime without
a nurse, and I know the Home Secretary on
several occasions has promised to me that he
would pay any salary to have some fit and
proper person to go to the lazaret in order
‘to care for the patients there, but he never
advertised a proper salary. Between £70
and £80 was all I ever saw advertised, and
if the Government wanted to get someone to
go to the institution they should advertise a
good salary. Does the Home Secretary ex-
pect me or any other member of the House
to go about to individuals and say, ¢ Will
‘you take this position and I can get you a
rgood salary to do i£?” I have it on the best
authority that a most lamentable state of
affairs exists at the lazaret, due to the fact
that there is no proper person to lock after
~the patients. I believe, on occasions, the
"patients there have to wash their own clothes,
‘and when they are spread oub they are simply
-streams of blood from top to bottom.

Mer. MacKINTOSH : In the old days we had to
wash our own clothes and make our own
~damper too.

Mr. RYAN: There are many who are
:suffering from that dreadful disease who
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are not capable of washing their own clothes,
that they bleed when they turn the handle of
this washing machine, and it is evidenced by
the streams of blood from the top of the
clothes to the bottom. This is a state of
affairs that should not be tolerated. I do not
suppose there is a gentleman on the front
Treasury bench who has a bigger heart than
the Home Secretary, and I do think the
Government should advertise the salary they
are prepared to pay for a nurse for the
lazaret, and if they do that they will have
no difficulty in getting one. The administra-
tion has been defective in many ways, and
not least in regard to the prosccutions that
were instituted in regard to the keeping of
betting shops. The law in regard %o that
matter has been a dead letter for years. I do
not propose to justify betting shops. I think
it very desirable that these street betting
shops should be put down, because they
encourage betting amongst youths, but the
law should not have been allowed to remain
a dead letter so long.

Mr. ALLEN: And they should have raided
all the shops.

Mr. RYAN: They should have raided all

the shops. They should not wait till the
_ public  become acoustomed o
[10 p.m.] think these things would be

allowed o go on, and then take

action as they did; they should have taken
action by prosecuting the keepers of the
shops, and not the members of the publie
who were found there. That opinion, I be-
lieve, is shared by a good many people,
both inside and outside Parliament. The
answer given to me the other day as o
why the thing had been allowed to remain
a dead letter so long was that there was
no desire to resort to objectionable methods
of detection. What does that mean? Is it
that some member of the Police Force would
have to buy a ticket on a previous day to
prove the case? Did not the police in these
recent cases send a man to do this very
thing? I suppose nobody in thoss shops
thought he was liable to prosecution; veot
the Government come dowa and proscoute
without any warning whatever. .

The SECcrRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Cannot
the Government do anything right?
 Mr, RYAN: Yes; but I am pointing out
things in which they have done wrong, in
the hope that in future they may do right.
The hon. gentloman was not in the Chamber
when 1 was veferring to his department,
and offering some criticism of himself. No
doubt the hon. gentleman has plenty of
capacity and applicaticn, and in time he
will be a competent Minister for Lands;
but at present he is only & novice in land
administration.

Mr. MULLAN:
lost ! )

Mr. RYAN: Exactly. He would make a
good Minister for Justice. He has been
very silent this session, but he was not se
on the University vote of last year when ke
pointed ouf, as I also pointed out, that the
Government were wrong, and that there
should be a Bill to indemnify the Govern-
ment against their illegal action. Perhaps
he will be courteous enough to tell me if he
is still of the same opinion.

The SECRETARY FOrR Pusrio LaNps: You
cannot draw me.

Mr. RYAN: I presume he is still of the
same opinion. If so, I would like to know

Mr. Byan.]
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how it is the Government are not intro-
ducing an Indemnity Bill to cover their mis-
take of last year. The highest, I put it, was
that it was a mistake, but the hon. gentle-
man put it higher, because he said that if a
person did that sort of thing in the Supreme
Court he would be struck off the roll. he
Supreme Court does not strike anyone off
for a mistake, but for something doue de-
liberately. Ewvidently the hon. gentieman
thought it was deliberate shuffling; but
now he is a member of the Government, and
the Government take nc action.

Mr. J. M. Huxter: He is backing them
ap.

Mr, RYAN: He is backing them up; but
I trust he may yet gei them to reciify the
mistake they made, because the Premier
seems to blow hot and cold—he is a bit
weak in the back. I hope the hon, gentle-
man, who I expect will yet be Premier,
and who would by a grest many be pre-
forred as Premier—I hope he may yet have
his way, and get the Government to bring
in a measure indemnifying the illegal action
of the late Treasurer. I have been searching
through this programme to find out where
is the party measure, but so far I have been
unable to find any party measures. The
Premier has not mentioned any, and I
would like him to name one now.

The SPEAKER: I hope the hon. member
will not invite interjections.

Mr. RYAN: I think the experience of the
Premier in interjecting recently has led him
to be more discreet and keep silent. How-
ever, I think I have dealt sufficiently for the
time being with the programme before us.
No doubt there will be other opportunities
of speaking; and I shall be pleased to hear
what the Secretary for Lands has to say,
particularly in regard to the statement 1
made at Dalby.

Mr. BARBER (Bundaberg): I beg to
move the adjournment of the debate.

The PREMIER; OCh! Go on now.

An Oprositioxn Memprr: He will take an
hour. Do you want us to go on till after 11
velock ?

Mr. LennoN: Better go on.

The SPEAKER: The guestion is “That
this debate be now adjourned.” Is the
motion seconded?

Mr. BARBER: 1 understood that after
the hon. member for Barcoo had finished his
address the debate would be adjourned.
Like that hon. member, I have loocked in
vain for any progressive measure in the
Governor’s Specch; but, with the excep-
tion of a considerable amount of padding,
there is not very much in the Speech.
During the past few years, under the
administration of the Chief Secretary’s pre-
decessor, we had a considerable number of
strong party measures mentioned in the
Speech; but on this occasion they are con-
spicuous by their absence. To me it looks
something like a resurrection hash—a term
that anyone accustomed to residing in a
boarding-house will understand-—that is, the
food prepared for Sunday turns up in
another form on Monday, in a different form
on Tuesday, and so on right through the
week. I mnotice that in the Speech there
are the same old promises that have been
made in previous Speeches submitted to
Parliament. But there are one or two things
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that I wish to refer to specially. The other
night the hon. member for Moreton referred
to a statement alleged to have been made
by the Prime Minister of the Commonwealth
in the course of an interview with the editor
of the “Review of Reviews’—a statement
which was considered to be disloyal to the
King and disloyal to the Empire. The word
“ Empire”” was used several times in con-
nection with the matter. I think the very
least the hon. member for Moreton should
have done before making the remarks he
did was to bave ascertained from the Prime
Minister whether he really made the state-
ment in question. I contend that the conduct
of the hon. member the other night was
contemptible, because he charged the
Prime Minister with making disloyal state-
ments. Since the Prime Minister has been
informed on the matter we have discovered
that the statements made by Mr. Stead
regarding what took place at that interview
are altogether incorrect. I remember Mr.
Stead when T was living in that small village
called London in 1885 and 1886, and at
that time he was considered an eccentric and
sensational journalist, though it was recog-
nised that he was a man of considerable
ability. Ever since he wrote up the
“Spook” Juliz he hes not been taken seri-
ously by the British public, and I think
“Julia” must have been responsible for
the repurt cabled to Australia in con-
nection with this particular matier. The
least the hon. member for Moreton can do
now is to apologise, not only to the Prime
Minister of the Commonwealth but also to
the House and the country generally, for
condemning Mr. Fisher without giving him
an opportunity to make an explanation.
The other night a number of gentlemen down
South, before the cablegram had really been
published in the leading newspapers of Aus-
tralia, called a meeting of the British
Empire League—I think it is called—and
that meeting passed a very strong resolution,
which they cabled home, repudiating Mr.
Fisher’s statement, and stating that the men
and women of Australia were absolutely
loyal. I am not going to contradict or chal-
lenge that statement. But I say that the
object of the hon. member for Moreton,
and the object of his friends in the other
State, was not so much to condemn Mr.
Fisher for anything he might have said to
Mr. Stead st that interview, but to get in
a cunning way their knives infto the
back of the Labour party. and to lead the
people of the Commonwealth to believe that
the Labour party were really disloyal to
the Throne and the Fmpire. I contend that
the people of the Commonwealth who sup-
port the Labour party are just as loyal to
the Throne as the people who support the
hon. member for Moreton and gentlemen
on the other side of the House. Reference
is made in the Governor’s Speech to the sad
loss of that fine steamer the ““ Yongala.” I
wish to express my very deep regret at the
loss of that fine ship, and my sorrow for the
relatives of those who were drowned in the
wreck. The evidence which was adduced at
the inquiry that was held in Brisbane some
time ago completely exonerates the officials
connected with the Harbours and Rivers
Department from all blame in connection
with the administration of the lighthouses
along our coast. These very sad things
happen, and it is a very difficult matter
indeed for us to expiain or account for them
or even conceive how they happen. I
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remember a wreck occurring some twenty
or thirty years ago through a ship striking
a rock in the Red Bea, a place where it might
be thought impossible that a vessel could
be wrecked.  With reference to the great pros-
perity mentioned in the Governor’'s Speech,
though the statement may be correct in some
respects, I hold that that prosperity is shared
by only a few people in Queensland. We
have been refererd on different occasions
to the Savings Bank deposits as evidence
that the working classes are in a prosperous
condition, but I think that if those deposits
were analysed it would be found that a con-
siderable number of them are deposits of
fairly large sums, say, from £100 to £200, or
perhaps more, and that the poorer classes
of the community who have to fight for the
right to live, who have to struggle for an
existence for themselves, their wives, and
their families, have very few accounts in the
Government Savings Bank. I have not yet
seen any detailed statement or analysis of
these accounts. I came across a sbatement
in a Southern paper the other week in which
the Savings Bank returns of Victoria were
analysed, and I think that, if our Queens-
land figures could be analysed in the same
way, they would show practically the same
results as the Victorian figures. For the
yvear ended 30th June, 1910, the number of
depositors in the Victorian Savings Bank
with amounts of £1 and under standing to
their credit was 249,123. Depositors with
over £1 and under £5 numbered 84,047;
depositors with over £5 and not exceeding
£10 numbered 38,353; while depositors with
over £10 and not exceeding £20 numbered
49,834, I repeat that if our Savings Bank
returns could be analysed in the same way
it would be found that the average amounts
standing to the credit of depositors would
be very small indeed. That analytical state-
ment shows that the average amount to the
credit of 249,123 depositors with less than
£1 to their credit was only 4s. 1d., while the
average for those whose deposits exceeded
£10 was £12 1ls. 7d. Hon. members talk
about the wonderful prosperity of Queens-
land, but I do not think that the average
toiler shares to any extent in that prosperity.
For instance, I saw by a return published
in the Sydney Morning Herald the other day
that the value of the wool clip of
Australia last vear was something over
£36,000,000, but I have yet to learn
that the men who did wmost of the
hard and unpleasant work in connechion
with that industry were in receipt of any
more wages than they received during the
previous year. During the past two or three
years the gquestion of the construction of a
railway from Wolea to Dalgangal has been
. brought very prominently before this House,
and I may say that the failure of the Go-
vernment to table the plans of the railway
last session has excited considerable indigna-
tion in the Rundaberg district and in the
two muneighbouring electorates. Since last
session the District Railway ILeague has
called into existence a much wider and more
far-reaching organisation than they ever
had before, and within the next few days
there will be presented to the Secretary for
Railways a petition signed by over 5,000
electors of Bundaberg and distriet, request-
ing the Government to table the plans of
that railway during the present session. In
addition to the large number of electors
whose names are attached to that peti-
tion, a petition has also been signed by
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quite 90 per cent. of the ratepayers of
the Bundaberg electorabte, asking the
Government to carry out their proposal
for the construction of the line. We take
up the position that the people of Bunda-
berg and the adjoining electorates have been
reated in a very unjust manner in not
having that line built. As most hon.
members are aware, some two or three years
ago the then Secretary for Lands—the
present Premier—and the present Secretary
for Railways went over that country, and
on their return to Mount Perry they
expressed themselves in very favourable
terms not only of the country over which
they had travelled, but also of the prospects
of the line paying if passed by this House.
Last session I quoted in this Chamber soms
of the statements made by those two hon.
gentlemen at Mount Perry, and I do not
desire to weary the House by quoting the
same statements again to-night; but during
the recess the MHome Secretary visited Mouns
Perry in connaction with the Mines Depart-
ment and other matters, and also delivered
an address against the referenda proposals
of the Commonwealth Government. Ile
stated that he was in favour of the trade
of the back country—or the hinterland, as
he called it—going to the nearest port. I
said just now that the people of Bundaberg
consider that we have been labouring under
a serious injustice at the hands of the Go-
vernment through their failure to table the
plans of that railway last session. Since the
commencement of railway construction in
Queensland up to the end of June last,
according to the report of the Commissioner
for Railways, there has been expended on
railway construction no less a sum than
£25,677,800. In the area that we consider
this railway would benefit—that is taking
30 miles north and south of Bundaberg
and going straight west——

Mr. Comrser: That would take you very
nearly down to Gayndah.

Mr. BARBER: I am not going down to
Gayndah., I know the hon. member for
Maryborough has a very soft spot in his
heart for Gayndah, and I do not blame him
for it, But within that area about one-
twentieth part of the total population of

this great State are living, and
[10.30 p.m.] we contend, therefore, that one-

twentieth part of the money
expended in the State on railway oconstruc-
tion should have been spent in that district.
The only lines of railway that have been
constructed within the area mentioned is
that to Mount Perry, about 67 miles,
and taking 30 miles north and south of
the railway to Bundaberg—which we con-
sider is a very fair distance for district rail-
ways—we find that the amount spent for
railway comstruction in the whole of that
district only amounts to £722,779.

The SrcrprsRY FOR RAILWAYS: Does that
include the cost of the 60 miles of the North
Coast Railway?

Mr. BARBER: I said 30 miles north and
south of Bundaberg.

Mr. Corszr: And also the Mount Perry
line?

Mr. BARBER: Yes. According to the
Commissioner’s report for the year ending
June last, the Mount Perry railway up to
that time was debited with £363,722, while
taking the 30 miles on each side of Bunda-
Lerg the cost was £359,057. That total will
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amount to £722,779, or a difference between
the twentieth part of the total cost of railway
construction in Queensland of £561,121. In
addition to that cost up to the end of June,
1910, Parliament last year gave authority for
the borrowing of another £9,000,000 for rail-
way construction, and we contend that if the
taxpayers for that area are prepared to pay
their quota of taxation and interest on these
lines, that district should have a fair share
of the money expended in it.

Mr. Wiensorr : Does the Mount Perry line
pay?

Mr. BARBER: No, it did not pay last
year; the year before it paid £2 odd, and
the year before £3 16s. odd. Like a good
many more of these branch lines, they fluc-
tuate considerably.

Mr. O’SvurrivaN: They are not credited
with the traffic to Mungarr either.

Mr. BARBER: That is so: I thank the
hon. member for the interjection. In reading
the report of the Railway Commissioner, I
find that the Degilbo line, branching off from
Mungarr, was credited with about 10 miles of
the main line earnings, while the Mount Perry
line is only credited with the actual earnings
direct from Bundaberg to Mount Perry. 1t
gets no credit for anything from the main
line at all, and I have always contended that
it is not getting a fair deal. The one-
twentieth part of the £9,000,000 loan passed
by the House last session is about £425,000,
which would more than cover the cost of the

roposed line from Wolca to Dalgangal, and
I hope that the Minister for Railways will
table that railway this session. There have
been various surveys made from Wolca to
Dalgangal, and Mr. North estimated that
the cost would be at the rate of £5,000 per
mile. Then we had a survey made in 1904
by Mr. George Phillips, who estimated the
average cost at about £3,500 per mile.

The SucweETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He did not
make a survey—that was his estimate after
being over the country.

Mr. BARBER: When the commission
went over last year on that flying trip, in
whieh I contend it was absolutely 1mpossible
for anyone

Mr. Corser: What about Mr. Amos.

Mr. BARBER : I will come to that directly.
Mr. Amos was biassed from the first, before
he went to make a survey of that district. It
was an easy matter for Mr. Amos to give his
statement as to what he considered were his
objections to the construction of the line. 1
know when the commission returned and
their report was submitted to the House, it
was estimated that the construction of ‘the

line would cost somewhere about £8.000 peor

mile, which was considered to be a very
exorbitant rate. There are two or three
lines at present under consideration, which
will cost pretty well £8,000 per mile. If 1
remember correctly, one 1
session  will cost about £8,100 per mile,
according to the report which was submitted
to this House. There have been other ob-
jections raised to the construction of that
line, especially by the hon. member from
Maryborough, who pointed ocut that the
land between Wolca and Dalgangal was
unfit for cultivation purposes.

Mr. Corser: Thirty miles absolutely unfit.

Mr. BARBER: I wish to give that a most
emphatic denial.
Mr. Corser: You do not know it.

[Mr. Barber.
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Mr. BARBER: I have been over it three

or four times.

Mr. Corsgr: I was over it before you came
to the distriet.

Mr. BARBER: The hon. member went
over it so very long ago that he has for-
gotten all about it, and finds it convenient
to condemn it. )

Mr. Corser: Expert opinion condemns it.

Mr. BARBER: Expert opinion does not
condemn it. In a report in 1904 it is quite
the reverse.

Mr. Corser: There are later experts than
that.

Mr. BARBER: During the last few weeks
there has been an inspection made of the
country for the first 15 or 20 miles, by a gen-
tleman who up to recently was connected
with the Lands Depariment, and I think if
the hon. member were to read his report——

M. CorsEr: I have read if, and it con-
demns the line.

Mr. BARBER: Quite naturally the hon.
member will ‘contend that everything bad
must be connected with the route from Wolca
to Dalgangal, and that everything that is
good is connected with the route from Gayn-
dah to Dalgangal. A report was submitted by
Mr. Franklin the other week, after spending
some eight or nine days going over the
country. He had been over the country
some scores of times before, during his
tenure of office as Crown lands ranger for
that district, and he wished to refresh his
memory on two or three sections of the dis-
trick. Instead of that report condemning
the line, I contend that his report is strongly
in favour of it being built. I do not wish
to read the whole report, but I will just
read the summary of it from Roslyn to
Dalgangal, which is part of the district that
the hon. member for Maryborough contends
is unfit for agriculture.

Mr. CorsEr: That is where you misrepre-
sent me. 1 sperk of the first 30 miles, not
the last 10 miles.

Mr. BARBER: It was not the 30 miles
that I went over. This is what Mr. Franklin
says in his report—

“ From Roslyn to Dalgangal, and within a
radius of 10 miles of the proposed line on
either mide, there are some tweniy-one grazing
farms, the aggregate area being apoproximately
105,500 acres, most of which are first-class
caitle country, and all admirably adapted for
dairy farming, if brought within reasonable
distance of railway communication. This
country is, for the most part, used for fatten-
ing cattle; and I think I am correct in saying
thet the highest rental received by the Crown
is 1%d. an acre per anpum. A very consider-
able part of these selections is good agricul-
tural land, and I feel sure thet I am well
within the mark-when I estimate that fully
5,000 acres between Old Cannindah, Dalgangal,
and the junction of Mountain Creek with the
B t River is first-class agricultural land,
consisting of rich appie-tree and gum fats,
and brigalow scrubs.

“ All these selectiong are. well adapted for
closer settlement, and would he within easy
reach of the proposed Wolca-Dalgangal exten-
sion, and I have no doubt, if railway facilities
are provided, that the Government will see
the necessity of resuming them, when they
would be eagerly selected under agricultural
farm conditions at purchasing prices of from
£1 to £2 per acre.”

There have been some arsas of land thrown
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open practically in the immediate vicinity
of Mount Perry during the past twelve or
eighteen months, and anyone who has seen
the reports from Mount Perry must have
recognised that these selections have been
eagerly sought for and taken up by resi-
dents of that district. Their complaint has
been that insufficient land has been thrown
open to meet the demands of the people of
that district. Mr. Franklin goes on to say—

‘“ At the present time there are five agricul-
tural farms in course of alienation, with pur-
chasing prices fixed at &£1 per acre, in the
vicinity of Dalgangal, so that it is reasonable
to expect that the fact of a railway within a
few miles would immediately double these
values.”

Mr. Comrser:
another line.

Mr. BARBER: The other line has not
been constructed yet. Mr. Franklin goes on
to say—

“ Almost all the country just referred to is
splendidly watered by the Burnett River,
Splinter and Hastern Creeks, and contains a
considerable quantity of wuseful spotted gum
on the ranges, which form the watershed, as
well as good blue gum standing upon the flats.

‘““ Apart from all the couniry referred fo,
there is the Roslyn lease of 45 square miles,
held at an annual rental of £1 10s. per square
mile; this is also under 3d. per acre. Itis from
5 to 8 miles from the line on the northern side,
and is oprincipally good ironbark ridges,
mostly fairly well grassed and permanently
watered. It is not ringbarked, but stock do
fairly well on it, and I presume that the like-
iihond is that this country also would have
to be considered in any question of resump-
tion that the Government would take in view
in connection with the extension of the Wolca-
Dalgangal Railway. The capital value of the
country, with a railway within reasonable
distance, would, I consider, be in the prox-
imity of 40s. an acre.

“To sum up, I estimate that the amount of
revenue the Crown could receive from the coun-
try adjacent aund contiguous to the proposed
Woleca-Dalgangal extension 'is as follows ;—

£ s. d.

That can be reached by

From 48,000,000 sup. fest of
hardwood, royalty, at 10d.
per 100 sup. feet

Freight at 8s. 7d. per ton

Freehold value of grazing
land—

Nour Nour, 21,930 acres,
at 7s. 6d. per acre e
Bania, 17,810 acres, at 8s.
per acre (allowing 4s.
per acre for eradication,
zamia) .. ‘. ..
Mungy lease, 22,400 acres,
at 17s. 6&. per acre R
Reid’s Creek selections,
21,000 acres . ..
Value of grazing farms for

20,000 0 0O
57,222 0 0

8,223 15 0

10,500 0 ©

agricultural farm selec-

tion, 105,508 acres, at

£1 per acre . .. 105,503 0 ©
Rosslyn  lease (possibly),

28,800, at 10s. per acre.. 14,4060 0 O

Total £240,641 15 0

I may say that this report of Mr. Franklin
simply confiring the reports that were made
by another Crown lands ranger, Mr.
Winterford, some two or three years ago.
That gentleman reported to the department
upon the agricultural possibilities of that
district. I have his reports here, but they
are too long to read to the House. Mr
Franklin’s report confirms Mr. Winter-
ford’s report; it confirms the statements
of the present Chief Secretary, then Min-
ister for Lands; it confirms the present
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Secretary for Railways, and the Home Sec-
retary, when at Mount Perry, said that the
district was deserving of a railway being
built. One of the timber experts in Bunda-
berg, Mr. Skyring, has been over that
country, and in moving a resolution some
few months ago in Bundaberg for the for-
mation of a branch association for this rail-
way, he pointed out that the timber wealth
would vield to the State in the first 21 miles.
of the Wolea railway extension, at a royalty
of 1s. per 100 feet, a sum of not less than
£315,000. )
Mr. CorsEr: How would he get that tim-
ber to the railway line. With a mountainous.
scrub like that it would be impossible.

Mr. BARBER: The hon. gentleman does.
not know what he is talking about. The
same means would be availed of to geb this.
timber to the railway line as would be
availed of by timber-getters in other por-
tions of the State. There would be no more
difficulty in getting it to the railway than
obtains in other parts of the State.

Mr. Comser: You do not know the coun-
try.

Mr. BARBER: There are districts where
timber has been secured which I know are
of a very difficult nature, and the country
is more or less mountainous in its configu-
ration, but I contend that whatever difficul-
ties there might be in some places along
that route these difficulties would be got.
over by the men whose business it is to
secure the timber.

Mr. Comser: A% what cost?

Mr. BARBER: In addition to the reports
T have referred to, Mr. Audley Smith. whe
up till about twelve months ago was general
manager of the Mount Perry Copper Com-
pany, has made a veport on the mining
possibilities of that district. I have the
veport of that gentleman, but I do nob
intend to read it as there are several folios
of it, but he points out, as was pointed out
by him to the present Secretary for Rail-
ways and the present Chief Secretary, after-
their trip over that country, when it was
urged upon them the necessity of opening
up that district by railway communication
so as to enable the smaller mining shows
which it is well known the Mount Perry
district abounds in, so that the miners and
prospectors would be able to get their ore to-
Mount Perry. The report that he has sub-
mitted is a most valuable one, and I hove that
it will have the necessary effect on the Govern-
ment in hastening the construction of that
line. Since last session Mr. George Phillips
has been over that district again, but,
understand from the Minister for Railways,
his report has not come to hand. I cannot
say what it contains, but it is a well-known
fact that he has discovered an easisr means
of getiing out from Mount Perry, and has
also been able to reduce the distance bv
something like 2 or 3 miles. Most of
those difficulties were imaginary, caused
more or less by the short fime at the
disposal of the surveyors, and they had not
time to look around for an easier means of
getting out from Wolea. I repeat that the
people of Bundaberg consider they are labowur-
ing under a very serious injustice if that line
is not constructed. and contend, seeing the
people of that district have to pay their
quota of taxation for the vast sum that has
already been spent on the construction of
railways in Queensland, and have also to
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pay their full share of the interest on that
£9,000,000 loan that was passed last year, we
should have an equitable amount of that money
spent in that district on railway construction. I
notice in the Governor’s Speech reference is
made to the introduction of a Liquor Bill.
I do not intend to comment upon thab
measure -at the present juncture. I think
hon. members are well acquainted with my
views on the liguor question generally, and
I hope, when the Bill is introduced, I shall
have an opportunity of discussing the gues.
tion fully. At the latter part of last session
a large deputation waited upon the Home
Secretary urging upon him the necessity of
nationalising the hospitals of this State, and
his reply led the deputation to believe that
an effort would be made by him to intro.
duce legislation during the present session
for the purpose of nationalising the hospitals
of Queensland. Yet I find there is no pro-
vision made in the Governor’s Speech for
the introduction of a Bill for that purpose.
That is a matter that has been discussed at
considerable length in this House from time
to time, and it has been discussed during
the past three or four years at the different
conferences of medical associations and by
the Labour conventions that have sat
at various times in different parts of the
Commonwealth. I contend that the sanest
method of running our hospitals would be
carried out if those institutions were brought
wholly and solely under the control of the
Government$. There are various reasons why
this should be done. Not only in the inter-
ests of the State generally, but also in the
interests of the employees of those institu-
tions. During the past few weeks, not only
in Queensland, but in Sydney also, and more
especially in Melbourne, the attention of

the public has been called to the terrible

sweating that takes place amongst nurses
of these institutions. It is contended that
they worked ten and a-half to eleven, and
in some cases, twelve hours a day, and that
the remuneration received by the nurses is
anything but commensurate to the amount
of strenuous work carried out by them. I
brought the matter up last year at the depu-
tation to which I have referred, and I urged
upon the Home Secretary the necessity, not
only from a humanitarian point of view, but
I urged that it was the duty of the State
to provide homes of rest at the seaside for
the worn-out nurses. I contend that we
should have at least three or four homes of
rest for the nurses connected with our public
hospitals and other institutions at which these
worn-out ladies working in the ocause of
suffering humanity——-

Mr. Comser: They would not thank you
for calling them worn-out ladies.

Mr. BARBER: That is the hon. member’s
opinion. I have discussed this matter with
a good number of them, and I know what
their opinions are on this matter. Any man
who has the power of observation must have
recognised, in going about and visiting the
different hospitals, that a large number of
those nurses are overworked in the highest
degree.

Mr. Corszr: There may be some.

Mr. BARBER: I know these sentiments
do not appeal to the hon. member. The hon.
member has been brought up in that capital-
istic atmosphere

Mr. Corsgr:
+than you.
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Mr. BARBER : In that environment where
they only look for profits and dividends,
soulless to all humanitarian feeling, either to
a navvy or to a poor worn-out hospital
nurse, they have only one object and one
idea to maintain—that is, that the worker
should be treated as ordinary machinery, and
when they are worked out thrown out on
the human scrapheap, just the same as an
ordinary manufacturer would pass out a
piece of obsolete machinery when he con-
sidered it was of no further use tc earn
profits. I repeat, these makters would not
appeal to the hon. member for Marybo-ough.

Mr. Corsegr: He knows they are inaccu-
rate.

Mr. BARBER: The Home Secretary the
other night stated that the Government were
introducing certain legisiation this session
dealing with State children, and that a
home had been established in one of the
suburbs of the city of Brisbane to which

any child could be sent. I think

[11 p.m.] the time has arrived in Queens-

land when the Government
should establish a foundling hospital, so that
any girl—any woman—who was not in a
position to take care of her child should
be able to leave it at the hospital. Great
efforts are being made by the more civilised
Governments of the world to look after the
health and care of the children, but there
are still a considerable number of young
lives destroyed each year. Recently I
came across a return published in  the
Sydney Bulletin pointing out the num-
ber of deaths of legitimate infants under
one year, also the number of deaths of
illegitimate infants under one year, per
1,000. I find that taking the whole of the
Commonwealth for the year 1900 there were
no less than 89.37 per 1,000 deaths of legiti:
mately-born children, and 287.52 per 1,000
deaths of those illegitimately born; and
coming down to the year 1909 I find that the
deaths of those legitimately born were 67
per 1,000, while the number of deaths
amongst those illegitimately born amounted
to 177.8 per 1,000, Therefore, while the Go-
vernment may introduce legislation dealing
with State children, I think there is room
to make provision for the erection of a
foundling hospital. I know that society
looks upon these unfortunates with con-
tempt, but I do not; I think every care
should be taken of these children, and also
of the mothers. Reference has been made to
an amendment of the Wages Boards Act; and
I hope it will be amended in such a way as
to meet requirements. There is no doubt
that wages boards are a palliative, more
or less. I think that we could reach betser
results by other means; but though I do
not pin my faith very strongly to wages
boards, I believe the best use should be
made of them while they are in operation.
I do not believe in war; but if war should
break out I would not say ‘we should not
make use of the ambulance wagons. We
know  there is a considerable amount of
sweating going on in connection with the
sub-letting of contracts, and I hope the Go-
vernment will make some effort to cops with
that evil. An individual goes to various shops
and contracts for work at a certain price,
and immediately sublets that work to others,
and always gets the best part of the deal.
S although precautions are
taken in the case of children where an attack
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of measles or fever breaks out—while they
are forbidden to attend our schools—yet
there is nothing to prevent clothing keing
made up in the homes where discase mnay
exist, and I think action should be taken
by the Government fto prevent that being
done. I remember when I was living in
London an epidemic of fever broke out
in a fashionable quarter, and it was
traced to the home of people who made
up clothing. It was in a slum where they
had to live and sleep and work in the same
room, owing to the force of circumstances.
The germs—or microbes, as we would say
nowadays—gob into the garments that were
made up; and the result was that a consider-
able number of people died. I hope that
the Government will pass regulations prohibi-
ting the making of clothing in any house
where any disease exists. Passing over several
matters on which I had intended to speak, I
should like to say a few words about
immigration. I should like to know from the
Minister how many of the men who came out
by the ““ Waipara” some few weeks ago, and
who were brought out at a cost of £15
per head, have left the State. Possibly
the Minister cannot answer that question
straight off, but I believe that a considerable
number of those men have left the State, and
that is a loss to Queensland. During the past
few months there have been a good many
reports in the Press with regard to the short-
age of labour, and there has been a continual
howl and whine for more immigrants. This
House well knows the attitude which the
Labour party take up on the question of
immigration. We contend that if the condi-
tions of work and living here are made suffi-
ciently attractive to the people in other
parts of the world, instead of our having .to
pay their passages they will flock here of their
own accord. As to the particular system of
immigration that is now going on, I hope
that the Government will take such action
as will provent the intreduction of immigrants
of the class referred to by Dr. Taylor when
speaking on the Address in Reply in another
place. Some few weeks ago the Home Secre-
tary paid a visit to the Northern parts of
Queensland, and inquired into matters con-
nected with the aborigines. I should like to
congratulate the hon. gentleman upon his
endeavour to make the lot of the aborigines
in the North more pleasant than it has been,
according to the reports that I have seen in
the Press concerning the aboriginal settlement
at Yarrabah. The hon. gentleman did well in
giving the people who have had the manage-
ment of that settlement to understand that
unless things were carried out more satisfac-
torily than they have been for some time past,
the Government would take over the whole
concern. As 4 matter of fact, I think that,
despite the promises which have been made by
the people who have charge of the settlement,
the Government should even now take over
the control of the settlement. The aborigines
are fast disappearing from our midst, and it
is- only right that we should make the few
years of life that remain to some of them
more pleasant than their life has been hither-
to. I was very pleased to notice that the hon.
gentleman had brought down a number of
aborigines from the Bundaberg district to a
settlement in the Burnett district. but with
regard to two of those aborigines I think he
acted indiscreetly. The aboriginals I refer to
were born and brought up in the Bundaberg
district with a large number of youngsters
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in the place; they are hard-working, well
dressed, sober, and well respected by all the
community, and I think the hon. gentleman
overstepped the mark in baking them away
and putting them in a settlement when they
were earning their own living outside. How-
over, asthe hour is getting late, Ishall bring
my remarks to a close. There are certain
matters mentioned in the Governor’s Speech
which the Glovernment propose to introduce,
and which may prove useful measures. But I
agree with the hon. member for Barcoo that
there is nothing of a party nature about the
measures enumerated, and that the Govern-
ment are simply going to fling them on the
table of the House, and say to members,
“You can pass them if you like, but we take
no, responsibiliby as to whether they are
carried or not.’”” I do not think that is the
way to deal with important measures.

Mr. O'SULILIVAN (Kennedy): I beg to
move the adjournment of the debate.
estion put and passed; and resumption of
thgugaatepmade ai}l Order of the Day for
to-morrow.
The House adjourned at twenty minutes
past 11 o’clock.





