
 
 
 

Queensland 
 

 
 

Parliamentary Debates 
[Hansard] 

 
Legislative Assembly 

 
 

                  WEDNESDAY, 26 JULY 1911 
 

 
 

Electronic reproduction of original hardcopy 
 



250 Police Jurisdirdion, Etc., Bill. . ] Address in Reply . 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

\VEDNESDAY, 26 JULY, 1911. 

at 
Armstrong, 

3 o'clock. 

DEATH OF HON. J. T. BELL. 

qUES'riON. 
CLAIM BY OwNERS oF s.s. "\VAIPAJJ.A." 

Mr. DOUGLAS (Cook) asked the Premier, 
without notice--

Tho PRE?\1IER (Hen. D. F. Denham, 
Oxley) replied-

was 
has been settied ; the amount 

}'-DDRESS IN REPLY. 
RESUMPTION OF D>JBATE. 

Mr. ALLAN (B1·isbane South): . In con
tinuing this discussion I do not mtend to 
take up the time of the House more than 
a very' few minutes, and will express what 
I have to say ir. a very few sentences. l 
consider this debate as a great waste of 
time. It is >certainly carrying on an .old 
custom. but I fail to see that any practical 
good c[m result from snch a waste of time. 
\Ve all hopp, and dasire to get on with the· 
business of the session, and I, for one, would 
like very much if this debate were closed 
so as to allow the Estimates to be placed 
bofor<' us and discussed. ' ·we talk to the air; 
We fill Ha.nsard, and all for what purpose' 
It is all empty talk so far as ':'ny good 
result is concerned. There was a trme when 
the di8cussion on the Address in Reply was 
of some real value, but times have changed 
very much. Parliament has changed. A 
great wave of democracy has a:isen, and. I 
think some of the old customs tnat are strll 
perpetuated might with advantage be done 
away with. It is not as if we had not 
suffiCient opportunity in this House to 
express our grievances. I can f":lly sympa
thise wit.h and support the actwn of the 
leader of the Opposition in moving the· 
adjournment of the House to d_iscuss a par
ticular object. That is all as rt should be, 
and results in some general usefulness. Bt!t 
this endless debate day after day, this 
academic fireworks, I look upon as a great 
waste of valuable tirne. 

Mr. MULCAHY: Why don't you sit down? 

Mr. ALT"AN: We are now in the third 
Trcek of the session, and n1ight go on for 
,somo ti1ne, and when_ it is all over, jl!dging 
hv the experience of the nast., we wtll get 
the same thing- dished up to us on the Est.i
mates, and during the discussion of the-
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various Bills. I could do as other hon. 
members have done-I could take the 
Address and refer to the different measures 
to be brought before the House. I have not 
seen the Bills, hut that would 
~:ne d.iscu~si:ng them, as I could 
1magmatwn as to what they 
But that is enti relv a was+e 
intend,, from place in cthe 
fully discuss various Bills 
as opportunity arises, but I 
remarks I have mako 
occasion, when I T 
discuss the various matters- more cc•nrtaEmJCll 

a 
discuss 
there is a 
alteration in 
there will be a 
discuss the different 
so, I. hope it will be up by some 
p~ovision bemg made so each Estimate 
will get .a reasonab_Je amount of discussion, 
beca~se m the ordmary way, if you fix a 
certam number of days-seventeen or eig-h
t~en, as the case may be-the whole of that; 
time may bH occupied in discussing the 
Ho~e Secretary's and two or three other 
Est~~ates, ar;d then all the other Estimates 
-Mmes, Ra1lways, and other Estimates 
towards the . end of the list-there will be 
no opportumty afforded to discuss these. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That is 
what ha)2_pcmed last year. 

Mr. MULCAHY: That is exactly what 
happened last year, and I do not want to 
see ~ recurrence. If there is any use for 
Parhament at ail, this is the place where 
we. have an opportunity to bring forward 
grievances and thresh them out, and just 
let m'? say at the outset that I think one 
very 1111QOrtant industry in this State has 
not recCived the attention from this Go
vernment, or mdeed frc'm any Government 
;or a n_umbcr of )•ears, that it should receive: 
.rhat IS the mming industry. The total 
val11e of the gold yield is something like 
£72,100.196, and other minerals have given 
us £~3,972,526, or a total of £96.072,722. 
That IS to the end of 1910. and to ·the end 
of the present year, I suppose we can safelv 
say the total ~ield will be. £100,000,000. The 
Gove~nment, It .seems to ;ne, is not paying 
sufficient attentwn to this mdustry. Just 
look at the Min8s report! 'I'he Go..:-ernment 
Geologist in his renort says his staff i~ 
overworked, and will be so until his staff 
is doubled. Yet I see no reference to anv 
increase in .that ,,taff, and if we are goinir 
to do an:vthmg for the mining industry. we 
must ha.ve a theoretical man as well' as a 
nractiea} man, end I think if vou have a 
Government Geolo~Sist, and :vou 'nut him at. 
the hPad of the depq,rtment~ and he mak~es 
a plain statemeni; of t.hat kind, then this 
House should nav some attention to it. 
IHPnr. hear!) It. is not a bit of use having 
a Government Geologist or any important 
man at the head of any department--

Mr. LENNON: Highly-paid experts. 

No, not highly-paid 
are the worst paid 

Australia. I think 
to {l'ive consideration 

mimng industry is a 
the view that we are 
of the industry. We 

wealth in Queensland. 
are you going to do 

a lot for it. For 
many of the old 
production by en

There has 
the indus

We have 
there 

South Australia has 
South Wales. 

: Yes. Our railways are 
and it necessarily follows 
acquire coalmines, and 

best interests of the State. 
years the most of these coalbeds 
acquired by private enterprise, 

some hon. members are always prais
up. The position will be that later on 

we will have to pay whatever private cn
terpnse charges us for coal. The Govern
Inent would be wise to make provision in 
this direction. I would like to give an 
illustration to show why the Government 
should assist deep sinking. They have given 
some small grants on the u-ympie Goldfield. 
Some few years ago, through the instru
mentality of Mr. Dunstan, who gave a 
favourable report on the mine, the Govern
ment, after a great deal of pressing, gave· 
£750 towards the sinking of a shaft. The 
sum was small, I will admit, but it induced 
people to put their money into it. It was 
not the amount given which weighed so 
much, but the favourable report of the Go
vernment Geologist. The shareholders con
tributed in calls £14,000. They got on to· 
payable gold, and have repaid the Govern
ment with 5 per cent. interest--which I 
think was too much-for the whole of that 
period. They have declared £4,000 or 
£5,000 in dividends, and they are still on 
good payable stone. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER: What mine is 
that? 

Mr. MULCAHY: No. 3 North Columbia 
Smithfield. Another mine in the same 
locality paid the Government back money 
advanced a few years ago. Even if we have 
a number of failures, a few mines which 
turn out well g·ive employment to scores of 
men, and induce settlement. There are no 
better settlers than the miners. I just men
tion this to show that the Government 
need have no fear about advancing a little 
money to assist prospecting and deep sink
ing, but they are not doing it at all. It is 
not my purpose this afternoon to make a 
long speech, but I want to say a word or 
two with regard to the commission which 
has just furnished its report. I recognise 
that the commission had a difficult task in 
getting evidence, and that is only natural, 
because a man might think it would affect 
his position in the mine if he voluntarily 
came along and gave evidence. Whilst 
there are many useful recommendations 
made, I would like to say in regard to 
men suffering from miners' phthisis and 

Mr. Mulcalty.l 
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''ther chest complaints, that it would be 
very unfair to these men to be knocked off 
·Or to be interfered with in any way, . unless 
the Government-and I contend that it is 
the. duty of the State to do it-makes pro
VISion to settle them on the land or give 
them some other employment. I think it 
rather a good idea, as the commission sug
gest, to require men who have not been 
mining to be examii1ed before they start. 
I am glad the commission has made some 
'll.Seful suggestions, but I think much more 
might have been done. I would like to 
say a word or two with regard to land set
tlement, because it ha~ a o-reat deal to do 
with the. prosperity of my district. It is 
there gomg on with fairly rapid strides, 
and much more could be done if the Govern
ment made provision to have further land 
thrown open. Some time ago I was ap
proached _by a number of young men, who 
were .anxiOus to go on tho land, but the 
1and 1s not made available. I communi
cated. with the present Minister for Lands, 
pomtmg out that I had fifty young men 
ready to take up land in the district and 
he said attention would be given t; the 
matter when land was made available in 
my district. So far we have heard nothing 
more. I sec statements in the Brisbane 
papers about so many people settling down. 
I have nothmg to say against settling those 
people on the land who come out here but 
1t should be the first dutv of the Go~ern
ment to see that young mon who are will
ing and able, and have a little means from 
their parentR, should have land provided 
for them. Then again, you semb land 
thrown open; there may only 40 or 
50 acres of scrub in it, all the rest 
is forPst land. You don't any wn,te 
land if you are geing to a living 
·on 100 acres. I think that the• s•urveyors 
make a great mistake in puttin?" in a lot of 
inferior land with ·the scrub la.nd. Then 
the <;iovernment have a great idea of in
creasmg . the . pnce of . the land-asking 
boom pnces m boom times. I think the 
object should be rather to get the men on 
the land, as +hey will be a good asset. and 
there would be a great deal more , 
to the Stat" th"'n by asking high 
Along the North Coast line you can see 
thousands of acr~s of scrub held bv men 
"':'ho are not putting the land to any prac
tical use. They are leaving it to stand 
th.ere for the unearned increment. That 
w1ll not develon our State. We want to 
put men on the land who will put it to 
so.me use. I hope and trust that more land 
w!ll be made available. There is another 
thing I notice frequently in land matters. 
So much land is opened at a certain Land 
Court-perhaps five or six blocks-and there 
are 100 applicants for them, and 90 
?f them are disappointed. Then la,ter on 
m the same locality you will see another 
small lot put up. That is not fair to the 
people. If there are a lot of applicants for 
the land, _vou should make all the land you 
have available, so tbat all will have an 
opportunity of getting land. I know young 
:nen who have been seven or eig-ht times 
1n dre.wmgs, without securing land. and 
they have become disheartened. I , think 
the Lands Department could do a P,"rea" 
deal to obviate that. 

Mr. LENNON: That prevails all over the 
State. 

Mr. MULCAHY: Yes, and more .so on 
the sm_all holdings in the coastal districts, 
There IS another matter which I would like 

[ M '~' Mulcahy. 

to say a word or two on-that is with re
gard to our land rangers and commissioners. 
They get small pay, and they are alloweu 
to dabble in land, I do not think that is a 
good thing at all; I think it is a great mis
take. 

Mr. \VALKER: They have as much right 
as members of Parliament. 

Mr. MULCAHY: A member of Parlia
ment may take up land, but he has to get 
it direct from the State. There is this dif
ference-the land rangers and agents are 
receiving a salary, and they come hotween 
the State and its tenants for the p·~rchase 
of the land. They know a great deal of 
the working of the lands, and tf tboy get 
so many interests, they are ouiy hutnillL I 
am advocating that these men get better 
pay, because they only get about £150- a 
year, and horse allowance. The temptation 
is there, If a man sees a block of land 
that he can get hold of, it is only natural that 
he docs it, and if he does not do it directly 
he will do it indirectly. Our wardens are 
not allowed to go into mining in the dis
trict they have jurisdiction over, and I 
think we might well consider the same mat
ter as affecting , Crown lands rangers and 
commissioners. This is a matter which has 
come under my notice. i: do not wish to 
take the cover of this House to refer to any 
particular individual, I have several cases 
in my mind, but I am speaking now in 
general terms. I think it is a matter that 
should engage the attention of the Minister, 
because these men receive low pay, and 
therefore the temptation is very great. I 
would like to say a word or two with re
gard to the timber industry. The timber
getter has been literally wiped out by 
millowners. There may be a block of 
timber put up, and the millowner can 
come in and get it: it is worked in some 
way. I have four or five letters in my 
hand; I am not going to read them, but I 
will hand one or two of them over to my 
friend, the hon. member for Wide Bay. It 
is in his electorate where most of this 
trouble is taking place, and I think he 
knows it, but I must compliment him by 
saying that the sawmillers of Queensland 
have a splendid representative to look after 
their interests in the hon. member for \Vide 
Bay. 

Mr. WALKER: You know that is not fair. 
Mr. MULCAHY: I well remember having 

been invited some time this year to attend a 
meeting of timber-getters called 

[4 p.m.] to consider the question nf the 
exportation of log t.imber to the 

other States. There wws a very large number 
of timber-getters present, and during the 
course of t,he meeting the chairman got a 
telephone message from the hon. member for • 
Wide Bay, saying that he had all the saw
millerS' in Brisbane and Maryborough to
getb;r, and that they wished to go to the 
meetmg. The hon. member came there with 
a fine troup of them. I advised the meeting 
to finish their business before thev ha.d the 
sa w:nil!ers there, and they aDted on my 
adv1ce. Afterwards they held an informal 
meeting, and then the hon. member for Wide 
Bav came along with quite a group of saw
millers. 

Mr. WALKER: Five, 
Mr. MULCAHY: I think you are wrong; 

at any rate, you came along with a number 
of sawmillers. 

l\1 r. WALKER : I am proud of it. 
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Mr. MULCAHY: Quite so. I compliment 
the hon. member on being their representa
tive. 'l'hose sawnullers sa1d to the timber
getters that they had no nght to send a log 
out o£ the 8tate unles·s it had first passed 
through the hands of the sawmillers. That 
was tne point they had to make, and there is 
a provision now in the contract made with 
each timber-getter that if he sends any 
timber out of the Stat<? his block may be can
celled. I believe that recently the Govern
ment had a little trouble in 8outh Brisbane 
with regard to some timber which was about 
to be loaded on a steamer for the South. 
They seized the timber, but later· on, acting 
on legal advice, I think, they returned the 
timber to the man and gave him some com
pensation. I have always contended that 
that wgreement with the timber-get.ters is 
useless, if the timber-getters only knew it,, 
and I believe they are now going to send 
timber out of the State. But of course the 
men are very timid about the matter, be
cause although they might be able to defeat 
the Government, yet if one of those timber
getters sent timoor ouh of the State he would 
not be able to get any more timber, as his 
block would be cancelled. They might have 
legal ground for an action against, the Go
vernment, but these men do not care a:bout 
legal actions. I trust than the Minister will 
take steps to do away with the existing form 
of agreement;, so far as the sending o.f timber 
out of the State is concerned. If federation 
is to be o£ any benefit to us, then I maintain 
that we should allow timber or anything else 
to go from one State to another. If you 
make a regulation prohibiting the sending of 
timber from this State to another State, then 
you should apply the same principle to every 
other commoditiy. The sawmillers own large 
blocks of timber country, and they can send 
any. t·mber they like tro another State, and 
I w1sh to see all persons engaged in the in
dustry put on the same footing. About six 
or seven years ago, :Mr. Burnett,, an old 
officer of the dep11rtment, was sent up to a 
place in the Gympie district, in the electorate 
of the hon. member for \Vide Bay, to make 
an estimate of the quantity of timber stand
ing on a certain area, and he estimated the 
quantity at about 35,000,000 feet. Quite 
recently a sawmilling company-there is a 
mill there now-wished to acquire some of 
f,hat timber, and another ranger-a Mr. 
Lawrence, an officer with very little experi
ence, what you may crull a simple man-was 
sent up to make an estimate of the quantitv 
of timbPT on the land. and he reuort,ed that 
there were about 9,000,000 feeb there. I was 
talking to a man who has had over thirty 
years' experience in the timber industry-the 
present chairman of the shire council, Mr. 
Zechariah Skyring-and he told me that he 
never knew of a more glaring case than this, 
because the timber was there. But it suited 
the Government to get the second estimate 
of the quantity of timber on the land. I 
asked Mr. Skyring if much timber had been 

· tttken off the land in the interval, and he 
renlied, "No, not more than a couple of 
million feet.'·' I mention this to show that an 
old officer of the department went up there, 
spent some weeks in the district, made an 
estimate-a prett1y accurate estimate, I am 
informed~and then another officer was sent 
to make an estimate, which he did, reporting 
that .there were 9,000,000 feet of timber on 
the land, though the previous officer had 

estimated the quantity at 35,000,000, That 
is ·a big reduct-ion, but of course the depart
ment .can get its reports to suit. 

The PREMIER: 'I'hat is not the way_ the 
department does its work, though; that is, 
your mind. 

Mr. MLJLCAHY: I am quoting now from 
one of the hon. gentleman's own supporters. 

The PREMIER: Yes; but you are insinuating 
that the department. sent a man there for a 
special reason, and you are doing an injustice 
to the man. · 

Mr. MULCAHY: No, I am not. I am 
trying to do justice to Mr. Burnett. I asked 
the department ten times to get me a copy 
of Mr. Burnett's report, but Mr. Scott would 
not get it for me. He ll!Sked me what did I 
want it for, and I replied that I wanted to 
have a look at it. Mr. Scott then said I 
must see the Minister, but he would not 
give me the report. 

Mr. WALKER: You could demand it. 

Mr. MULCAHY: The hon. member is a 
supporter of the Government, and might be 
able to demand the report,, but I could not 
get it. The hon. member for Wide Bay 
made some reference recently to Labour 
members going with a deputation to the late· 
Mr. Bell when he was Minister for Lands, 
and asking him that timber should not be 
allowed to go out1 of the State. I was one 
of that deputation, and I have taken the 
trouble to look up the report of the deputa
tion in the files of the Maryborough 
Chronicle, and I find that my objection on 
that occasion was that they were going to 
give 2,000,000 feet of timber--

Mr. WALKER: But you supported the 
deputation. 

Mr. MULCAHY: Yes: but on the ground 
that the timber was being given to a 
monopoly, not on the ground that the 
timber was going out of the State. I am 
against, all monopolies. 

The PREMIER: Your contention was that 
tbe timber should not go out of the Stat,e. 

Mr. MULCAHY: I said nothing of the 
kind. I have given you my objection as 
stated in the Maryborough Chronicle, which 
is the Government organ. When I look up 
an opinion, I always go to a Government 
organ, because of course it must be right. 
The hon. member for Wide Bay knows, and 
the Government know, t;hat there is more 
discontent and dissatisfaction among timber
gett<?rs to-day than there ever has been. 

Mr. WALKER: Hear, hear ! That is quite 
true. 

Mr. MULCAHY: I will quote just one 
sentence from the conclusion of a letter that 
I have received from Y abba Vale-

n I hope you will. inquire into this matter for 
me, because it iR almost impossible for a 
timber-getter to get a block of pine anywhere 
near a sawmill." 

That is quit-e true. I will hand the letter to 
the hon. memoor for Wide Bay. 

Mr. WALKER: I know who wrot!e it without 
seeing it. 

Mr. MULCAHY: The hon. member knows 
the writer very well. In all probability the 
writ<?r asked the hon. memoor to bring up 
this grievance, and he would not. 

Mr. WALKER : Oh, yes, I would. I bring 
up all grievances mentlioned to me. 

Mr. Mulcahy.] 
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Mr. MULCAHY: That letter shows that 
.the timber-getters are dissatisfied, and that 
the administration is absolutely rott,en to the 
oore. Does the Minister say anything about 
1t? Does the hon. member for .Wide Bay say 
that they are dissatisfied? Not at all; they 
are both as silent as can be. I have several 
letters with regard to this matter, but I do 
non propose to read them to the House. I 
do hope, however, that steps will be taken 
to place the working of the timber industry 
on a bettier footing than it is at presBnt. If 
that is noil done, then I say, hand ovBr the 
whole thing to the sawmillers, and do not 
have any t.imbBr-getters, do not let blocks 
of timber land to timber-getters. As the 
writer I quoted says, it is almost impossible 
for a timber-getter to get a block of pine 
near a sawmill. The sawmiller gets that 
land without competition .. 

Mr. W ALKEE: No, all the land rs open to 
competition. 

Mr. MULCAHY: The statement I have 
made I have here in writing, and if it is 
untrue I have no sympathy witrh the man 
who wrote the letter. 

The PREMIER: It is all open to competi
tion. 

Mr. MULCAHY: They are get.ting it in 
my district without competition. Perhaps 
the hon. member wishes me to give him the 
name of the writer of that letter, but I am 
not going to do so, as it might injure him 
in his business as a timber-getter. 

Mr. WALKER: That is an old cry. 

Mr. MULCAHY: Let me say tJhat the hon. 
member is a worthy representative of the 
sawmillBrs, and that I hope they will pay 
him well. 

Mr. WALKER: I will reply to you. 

Mr. MULCAHY: Of course the hon. mBm· 
ber will reply. I will make him reply. 
Unless thB hon. member serves the people 
better than he has done he will not work in 
the interests of the timber-getters; but he 
is a creature of a combine. 

The SPEAKER: Order! 

Mr. MUI,CAHY : Passing from that 
matter, I should like now to refer to the 
operations of the Agricultural Bank. I 
hope that in the Bill which it is proposed 
to introduce to runend the Agricultural 
Bank Act, the Minister will go into the 
matter of tenures peculiar to goldfields. I 
mentioned it to the Minister myself the 
other night. To-day, although we have in 
the district a great number of tenures pecu
liar to foldfiolds, on which there are large 
families living and carrying on dairy farms, 
under the provisions of the Agrioultural 
Bank Act they do not value that land a~t a 
single penny. In fact, if 'they ,advance any 
monev at all, they only advance on the im
provements. I want the Minister in charge 
of the administration of that Act to see 
that there is a provision made to bring in 
mining tenures such as goldfields homesteads 
of 40 and 80 acre blocks-I want them to 
be treated the same as freeholds. The other 
banks will make advances on these lands, 
and the Agricultural Bank should also do 
it. If it is g-ood enough fer the ordinarii 
banker to make advances on the land, then. 
in the name of con1mon sense, wh:v shoulrl 
not it be good, enough for the Agriculture 1 
Rank to do the same? No one can disturb 
the title at all. The State gives the title 

[Mr. Mulcahy. 

Addt>ess in Reply. 

to the miner in the first place-it is a lease
hold, certainly, but the State owns the title, 
and if the State makes advances on the 
land can disturb the title but the 
State Surely that is a reasonable 
thing. that the Minister when he 
goes into matter will see the fairness of 
tho reque,st. H is not one holding, but 
hundreds of holdings, and many of them 
are very valuable holdings too. 

Mr. LENNON: It is the same in Charters 
Towers. 

Mr. MULCAHY: It is the same all over 
the State. 

Mr. MULLAN: They represent in Charters 
Towers that they can do it. 

Mr. MULCAHY: But they do not do it. 
I just rang up the manager of the Agricul
tural Bank on the telephone, and he told 
me that they made no advances on the value 
of the land· at all, but onl:v on the improve
ments. And when the men on tho land are 
getting advances, how does it work out? 
If a man goes into the Bank of New South 
\.Vales, the Queensland National Bank, or 
any of the banks, and wants £100, as soon 
as he hands in the lease· and signs th0 neces
sary forms, that money is available without 
any further bother, the first thing next 
morning. What happens in connection with 
the Agricultural Bank? A man applies for 
an advance, and it takes him anything from 
one to three months before he can get one 
penny of that money. Is ffiat an induce
ment for people to apply to this bank for 
assistance? I do not think I can describe 
the operations of this bank better than it 
is described in an article in that very abl_v 
written column, the "Wild Cat Column," in 
the Sydney B"lletin. 

Mr. CORSER: Is that a Government paper 
too? 

Mr. MULCAHY: It is a paper that can 
very easily size up the hon. ventleman, but 
it has got no time for him. This column, I 
may say, is read right throughout the 
English-speaking world. 

Mr. LENNON: It is a very ably written 
co1umn. 

Mr. CoRSER: About the best that is 
written. 

1Ir. MULCAHY: This is what it says 
about the Agricultural Bank of Queensland 
in its issue of the 17th November, 1910. I 
will not quote it all. I will only quote a 
portion of it, as it makes quite clear what 
I eJso think about this Agricultural Bank. 
It says-

" This State bank is financed by advances from 
Treasury at 3 per cent, which is good 
less than the Treasury has its 

nwn borrowings. l!aving thiR 
the bank ought to he able to offer 

terms that the doormat should 
?.bout twelve months. But 
no danger, for tbe bank is so 

down that it has no hope of 
the priv* banks. If a man 

nf a private money-lender, 
advance 1 Os. in thr

nronerty: and i.t cannot 
unspecified nurposes," so thst a 

used up all his meanR in imurovFTnentR, 
wants a trifle to carry on with, the bank cannot 
apparently do business wnh him at alL ~~ One 
hundred and fifty-two advances have been re
paid during the year," the trustees say, "and 
the Properties have been released. We are glad 
to think that the recent good seasons have 
enabled some farmers to pay off their loans. In 
other instances, as our Acts do not permit us 
to make advances for unspecified purposes, the 
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by other financial 
men get sick and 

over red tape ; 
its best clients. 

class of business 
the right sort, is 

tllan the block of ian d." 
could read the whole lot in suppoTt 

my argument, I not wish to read any 
more. D':'rmg 1ts career the Queens-
land Agrwultural Bank has advanced alto
gether £163,641, as against £602 642 advanced 
by South Australia in les.s time. ' The thing is 
really tied up with red tape. I know that to 
some extent the Government is to blame but 
the House is. also to blame for letting th~ Act 
go through m that form. When the Bill was 
going through we pointed out many defects, 
and we have been hoping to have had them 
amended long ago. I am glad to see that Act 
is going to be amended now. I want to see 
what the amendments are before I say any
thing about them. Unless the amendments go 
in the direction I have indicated and allow a 
man to get money from the bank in. the same 
way that he can get it from a private institu
tion, then it would be better to wipe it out 
altogether. 

Mr. LENNON: Wipe out the red tape. 
Mr. MULCAHY: In the case of a private 

institution, as soon as the deeds are placed 
m the hands of the bank the money is avail
able. But in the case of the Agricultural 
Bank, a man has to go through a lot of forms 
a':ld he never knows when he is going to get 
his money. He knows if he applies in May 
that he might get it in three or four months' 
time. But .with the private bank he gets the 
money straight away. That is practical busi
ness. 

Mr. LENNON: The private banks do not 
charge an inspection fee either. 

Mr. MULCAHY: I do not object to the 
inspection fee so much if they would only 
put the institution on a working foundation. 
My opinion is that there are so. many people 
guiding the destinies of the State at the 
present time that they do not want to inttlrfere 
with the working and profits and the dividends 
of the private banks. That is the view I take 
of it. lJ the Government want to do the work 
of the Agricultural Bank in a sympathetic way 
they must make a radical alteration in their 
methods. I hope the Minister will pay some 
attention to what I say about the mining 
tenures. I know oases where mining tenures 
are held, and from thirty to forty cows are 
milked on them, and they have good home
steads there to,o. They should be able to get 
advances as easy as they get from private 
banks. We have a long list of Bills before us, 
but I do not see one Bill which we have been 
fighting for for years, and that is an amend
ment of the Workers' Compensation Act. We 
should bring contractors under the provisions 
o.f that Act. We had a promise from the 
!ate Premier, the Hon. Mr. Kidston--

Mr. ALLEN: Dr. Kid!Jton. 
Mr. MULCAHY: I do not call things out 

of their proper names. We had a promise 
from him that there would be an amendment 
of that measUTe. Another thing we want in 
connection with it is State insurance. (Hear, 
hear !) If we had State insurance to go 
with it it would be a benefit to both the 
emnloy~r and employee. In the privately-run 
insurance companies, if there is the· slightest 
loophole, the lawyers take a man and drag 
him through the courts. 

Mr. MuRPHY: They fight nearly every case. 

; they fight nearly 
to endless expense, 

have agents with 
are always trying 

release. H a man 
a fortnight's pay, he is 

and they say to 
all the time they 

something. I 
they got a 

. . His eye was 
badly mJured, and he came to a docto.r after 
he had signed the paper he had been asked to 
sign. He had really given them a clearance. 
but I do not think he understood what he was 
signing at all, as they got at him and made 
him sign it. The case was so glaring that 
when he saw his friends they advised him to 
take an action ; in fact, I advised him to take 
an action myself. He threatened' them with 
an action, but they were so wfraid of the 
expDtSure of their crooked case that they 
eventually agreed to give him £100. We do 
not want that kind of thing at all. We want 
State insurance, where actuaries can work it 
oc;.t under the law of averages, and see what it 
Wlll cost to keep things going. We should 
then charge accordingly without allowing for 
any profits. 'When these new private com
panies are formed it costs a certain amount 
to get new business. It always costs 15 per 
ce_nt., a~d it co~l:i; as much as 40 per cent. 
With their advert1smg and agents and salaries. 
Why should that be allowed at all in a State 
like this? We want State insurance, where 
the men will be treated properly and the em
ployers will not have to pay exorbitant rates. 
I expressed my regret that it has not come 
b_efore this. There are many measures men
honed m ~he Speech, but I am not going to 
say anythmg about any of them. I have 
s<;en an o.ttractiv9 looking list before, but we 
d1d not get what we thought we were going 
to get. In fact, we got a lot of obiectionable 
Bills that were not in the list at all. I want 
to see the Bills themselves first, and I can 
approve or disapprove of them according to 
what they are worth. I hope that the Go
yernment will do .something for the mining 
mdustry. The semor member for Townsville 
Mr. Philp, who has always been sympatheti~ 
towards the mining industry, suggested last 
year that we should put forward some pro
posal. It is no use anyone on this side put
ting forward any suggestion. Unless we have 
the Gov·ernment ear, or the assistance of the 
Government, we can do nothing. I would 

suggest that the officers of the 
[4.30 p.m.] Government and the officials of 

the department should put their 
heads together and see if they cannot make 
some suggestion to try and re,;ive the mining 
industry. It is a great industry, and it is not 
receiving any attention at. all. I hope before 
long to see someone on the front Tteasurv 
bench that will give better attention and 
better administration to all our great primary 
industries. Before I sit down I would like 
to say a word or two with regard to matters 
of importance to our State, and Aus-

general!y. It is in regard to the late 
referendum, and the State-righters, as they 
are generally called. I regret the referendum 
taken recently was not carried, and our friends 
on the other side know that in the near 
f?ture, when the people understand the ques
twns, and when all those false issues and 
bogeys raised by the capitalistic Press-wh~n 
the people get time to consider them, they 

Mr. Mulcahy.] 
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will say we must give the national Parliament 
full and ample po.wers over all these great 
questions. 

Mr. WALKER (Wide Bay): I had not 
intended to speak on this debate as, like the 
hon. member for Brisbane South, I consider 
it is a waste of time. Consequently, I have 
not prepared a speech, like the bon. member 
who has just sat down-that is, I have not 
a pocketful of papers. However, I have· just 
taken a note or two. ]first of all, let me con
gratulate you, Sir, on attaininp.: the very high 
position of Speaker. As far as I am concerned, 
I have every confidence that you will carry 
out the duties appertaininp.: to that high office 
with credit. I have noticed during this debate 
~Bveral remarks referring to our late leader, 
and I think thev are very unfair, more particu
larly when that gentleman is not here to 
reply to them. 

Mr. MURPHY: We never turned him out. 
He went out himself. 

Mr. WALKER: I am not talking about him 
p.:oing out; I am talking about the remarks 
that dropped from that side, and I say they 
are unfa.ir. It would have been far better 
to have left that matter out of the debate. 

Mr. LENNO"!: Nothing unfair was said about 
him on this side. 

Mr. WALKER : I would also like to point 
out that that gentleman was considered a very 
g·reat f.riend of hen. members opposite when 
they thought they could make use of him. I 
think his loss is decidedly a very great loss 
and one that we can ill afford at the present 
time. 

Mr. LENNO)l: That is a reflection on the 
present Premier. 

Mr. WALKER: I would also like to con
congratulate tho present Premier--

Mr. LENNO"!: What is the p.:ood of doing that 
after what you have just said? 

Mr. WALKER: On attaining the high 
position of leader of this party, and I am quite 
satisfied that the energy he displayed as 
Minister for Lands will be continued, and that 
it will be for the benefit of Queensland, 
which has been, up to· the present time, well 
catered for with regard to leade-rs. We have a 
very large programme of work, and I also 
heard a remark just now ahout the promises 

have not been fulfilled. Now, take the 
programme of work and the number of 

measures that were passed last session. Tbey 
constitute, I believe, a record. and I believe 
they were good measures, ones that appealed 
to +he country. and I think, if hon. membe-rs 
will turn up Hansard and study the debates 
of lust session, they will find those measures 
also appealed to most members as well. 

Mr. MuRPHY: The Interest Bill was a good 
one. 

Mr. WALKER: This year we have a some
what similar programme, and if there is not 
too much waste of time, I feel quite satisfied 
the Bills will be passed, and will do a lot of 
good. 

Mr. LENNON: Which Bill? 

Mr. WALKER: The whole programme of 
work. 

Mr. LENNON: The Liquor Bill. How do 
you know it is a good Bill? 

[Mr. M ulcalvg. 

Mr. WALKE.R: I know the hon. member 
does not like the Liquor Bill, because he is 
always catering for the publican, and I am 
quite satisfied he will continue to do so. 

Mr. LENNON: He has not always catered for 
the publican. 

Mr. WALKER: With regard to the remark& 
passed by the hon. member who has just sat 
down in connection with the AgriculturaL 
Bank, I think that he and many members on 
this side have hit the administrative head of 
the Agricultural Bank rather too hard. I 
know there are numbers of settlers in my 
electorate who have dealt largely with the 
Agricultural Bank, and I do not think they 
have any cause of complaint, except with the 
delay in having inspections made. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: That is the trouble. 
Mr. WALKER: Tbat, of course, is owing a 

g'1'eat deal to the fact of not having many 
inspectors. 

Mr. LENNON: It 1s an utterly fossilised 
institution. 

Mr. ·wALKER: It has given universal 
satisfaction with that one exception. 

Mr. LENNON: It is utterly fossilised; you 
can't mend it. 

Mr. WALKER: If you will give me a show 
I will give you my opinion. (Laughter.) The 
people get an advance if it is wise to give an 
ad vanoe, and I say it is not always wise to 
give those advances, and the reason private 
banks can beat the Agricultural Bank is 
h'cause they take that individual into con
side-ration. 'rhcv find out whether he is a 
good man--in other words, whether he is a 
good borrower, and one that will pay his 
debts. The Agricultural Bank dare not do that, 
and the protections we have in the Agricul
tural Rank are absolutely necessary, because 
we know perfectly well there is a very small 
percentage of people in this world who are 
able to handle borrowed money. 

Mr. l\1URPHY: I could handle some if I 
could borrow it. (Laughter.} 

:Mr. WALKER: And it is wise the public 
should be protected by inspectors who go 
round xepeatedly and see that the money is 
spent on the object for which it is borrowed, 
and that is the reason why the Agricultural 
13anl.:;::, as far as we are concerned, has given 
universal satisfaction. A good deal of criticism 
has been hurled at the Lands Department, 
but it is of a very trivial nature. There have 
been very few complaints as fa.r as I am con
cerned. The senior member for Gympie has 
spoken about the delay in getting land opened 
for se-lootion. The hon. member knows per
fectly well that as far as my electorate is 
concerned-and we all know he has his eyes on 
the Wi-de Bay--the land is nearly all taken up: 
we have only a few reserves and a few isolated 
blocks unsettled, a.nd it is nece-ssary that the 
department should go slow for the simple 
reason that those blocks were reserved for tim
ber time after time, and it is wise we should 
not allow tha.t land to be taken up when it 
contains £1 lOs. or £2 worth of timber to the 
acre, and that. is the reason why th<>sc extra. 
inspections have had to take plac·e. Generally 
speaking, the department has done well. I 
have had dozens of request-s since last year, 
and I can say this, and say it fairly and 
sqnarely to the officers of the department, 
that they have done their duty, and in every 
case where it was warranted, the land has been 
thrown open as quickly as possible. The senior 
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member for Gympie also spoke about the 
going over our local lads and giving- encourage
ment to outside people to come and take up 
land. Now that is another unfair statement. 

Mr. MULCAHY: It is true. 
Mr. WALKER: Well, this is the other 

side of it.. I have settled five groups in the 
Wide Bay district since last year, and in 
every case they have been local chaps. 

GOVERNMENT JVIE11BERS: Hear, hear 1. 

Mr. MULCAHY: Unless they think as you do 
they are no good. 

Mr. WALKER:. I don't want to reply to 
interjections of that sort, because I do not 
think they are fair. I think we ought to be 
above that sort of thing. With regard to the 
\Vidg-ee Repurchased Estate, that was thrown 
open recently under priority conditions, and 
I say that is the finest form of settlement we 
can have, and it is very pleasing to know 
the department has carried that out since the 
passing of the last Land Act. 

Mr. LENNON: Priority conditions-you 
refer to the group system? 

Mr. WALKER: Yes, it is similar to the 
group system. In the Widg-ee Estate some
thing like seventy blocks were thrown open, 
and I think fifty odd were taken up at the 
time or shortly after. That means fifty 
settlers, and I can safely say that out of 
those fiftv settlers forty of them are from 
Gympie, 'and that is another proof that the 
local men are cate1·ed for m every shape or 
form, and in no case has tho outsider had 
preference. (Hear, hear !) We . have also 
heard a good deal about dummymg- on tho 
North Coast line. There is not the slightest 
doubt but that there is dummying on the 
North Coast line, and it has been there for 
the last thirty years-before the railway was 
constructed to G:vmpie-and it is very diffi
cult to prevent if. I said last year I would 
support any amendment in the Land Act 
which would compel those men to work on 
the selections. But we also have dummying 
in other parts of the State. The hon. mem
ber also referred to goldfield homesteads in
side the Gympie area, and I say there is no 
more wilful description of dummying than 
what takes place inside that boundary which 
the hon. member represents. 

Mr. :MULCAHY: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. WALKER: And wha.t IS more, I 

would advise the hon. member to hunt up 
the names of those people who get those 
homesteads, and it would be really surprising, 
and I do not think the hon. member would 
say "Hear, hear !" It is something scandal
ous. It is not the fault of the administra
tion, because the Act docs not provide for 
persona.! residence. You can take up a home
stead and put on a few improvements. That 
land is given to those people for £1 lOs. an 
acre, and some of them put on those tin huts, 
and a little barbed wire around, and are 
selling them for £7 and £8 an acre at the 
present time. 

Mr. HARDACRE: The only way is to make 
them pay the value to the State. 

Mr. WALKER : They should compel thos•o 
homestead lessees to reside on the land, and 
that would get over the difficulty t~ a gr':'''t 
extent. Vv-e have also heard complamts with 
regard to the rangers and commissioners 
dabbling in land. Why should not the 
rangers and commissioners buy land? 

Mr. HAMILTON : They should not be allowed 
to dabble in Crown land. 

1911-s 

Mr. WALKER: Did the hon. member say 
they dabble in Crown !,and? 

Mr. MULCAHY: Of course they do. 

Mr. WALKER: I say it is not true. I 
know pretty well every man who has taken up 
land in the Wide Bay district, and I defy any 
hon. member to give the name of any ranger 
or commissioner who has selected land in 
that district. I know of one man who has 
bought land, and he has a perfect right io 
buy land, the same as any member of Parlia
ment has the right to buy land. A good deal 
has been said about the timber business, and 
this is a matter on which I feel very sore 
indeed, when the hon. member for 'Gympie 
comes forward and makes the statement that 
I was the sawmiilers' representative. 

Mr. LENNON: You said you were proud of 
it just now. 

Mr. WALKER: I say it is untrue, and I 
say a remark of that description is only 
worthy of the hon. member. 

Mr. MULCAhY: Did you not bring the 
timber people together? 

Mr. WALKER: I remember when the 
question of the stoppage of the export of 
block timber came up-this is a matter I was 
very keen on because I recognised that the 
timber-getter up to the last five or six years 
had been sweated and he has never got the 
full result of his labour, particularly when 
you take into consideration the long hours 
of work and the risk and expenditure for 
the upkeep of perhaps two teams. I fought 
Yery hard for those tim ber-g-etters and I 
came down and interviewed the th~n Mini
ster for La:r;ds, Mr. Denham, to try and get 
over that difficulty, and If you ask tl'e J'!'e
mier, you will find that I was really in 
favour of the export of timber. I think the 
hon. member will admit that I put up a ten 
times better fight on that occasion than he 
did, and I am quite sure he disappointed his 
own supporters at that time. It was then 
decided to get the two bodies togeth,n·-the 
timber-getters and the sawuullers. I com
municated on the t<:lephone with Mr. Gore, 
secretary to the timber-getters here and 
asked him if he vcas prepared to me~t the 
timber-getters, believing that by the two 
bodies comi1_1g- together an understanding 
vvould be arnved at. lYir. Go-re said, "Yes," 
so I, brought five of them from Brisbane and 
we met th(ol timber-getters there, and the hon. 
member,- mstead o£ keeping his seat, t!Jo 
~am~ as any other person who has no int,erGst 
m tn:'ber would have done, took the side of 
the timber-getters and advised them not to 
listen, and told them not to believe what was 
said. I do not know how far he would },ave 
gone if a little fellow, ~alf his weight, had 
not threatened to pass him outside. (Laugh
ter.) 

Mr. MuLCAHY: That is absolutely untrue; 
you know that. 

The SPEAKER: Order! 
Mr. WALKER: That is exactly the position 

and I had one object in view in bringing thes~ 
two bodies together to come to a s'ettlement. 
You know the difficulty in regard to the 
matter of export, and it was good for the saw
miller and good for the timber-getter too. 
What is more, an employees' representative 
camfl to Gympie from the officials to organise 
the timber-getters, and he commended me for 
my action, and , recommended· the timber
getters and the sawmillers to come together as 
I had done. The export of timber is one of the 

Mr. Walku·.l 
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grievances which I have against the present 
Government, and I am very sorry that they 
stopped the export of timber, believing that 
the export was responsible for the good price 
timber-getters are securing at the present time. 
If we are are going to stop the export of tim
ber, it is quite possible that the price will go 
down, and these men would get back to the old 
position, which wo,uld be regrett-able, because 
we do not want men to -work for wages which 
are not fair for the work which they do. 
When I interviewed Mr. Denham, who was 
then Minister for Lands, he told me that if 
the price was pulled do,wn by the timber-getter 
that embargo would be taken off. It W8!S a 
fair proposition and a fair offer to make, and 
if the prioo does come down, I intend to ask 
his successor to agree to the offer which Mr. 
Denham made then-that is, to take the 
embargo, off, and to allow the export of tim
ber. The timber-getters, like myself, recog
nise that we would like to have all our timber 
cut up in the State, but if that cannot be 
done, what is to become of the surplus-are 
we going to allow it to lie in the scrub or on 
the railway sidings, which will probably be 
the case if the export o,£ timber is not allowed. 
I recognise that the question of the export of 
timber is coming to a critical stage. Only last 
week I saw that a barque was lying in the 
Brisbane River with something like 1,400,000 
feet of timber, and it is a serious question, 
and one which should be considered by the 
timber-getters and the sawmillers coming 
together. I have had a great deal of difficulty 
in getting blocks with timber thrown open. 
In the Wide Bay district the grievances are 
many and genuine. A good deal of delay 
takes place, and it is often necessary for one 
timber-getter to borrow logs from another one; 
but this mixing up is likely to lead to con
fusion. There is also a difficulty with regard 
to timber measurement. I understand that an 
order has been given that no timber must be 
loaded at a siding unless measured by a Go· 
vernment officer. A delay takes place, a!J-d 
timber will go blue when wet weather sets m. 
These are matters which I will not further 
deal with, because they are more for the 
officers of the depC~rtment. The hon. mBmber 
for Gympie spoke with regard to his no.t 
attending a deputation to stop the export of 
timber. 

Mr. MuLCAHY: I said I attended it. 

Mr. WALKER: I say the hon. member did 
attend that deputation, and that deputation 
.asked that the export of timber from Fraser 
Island should be not allowed, which is per
fectly true. 

Mr. MuLCAHY: No., it is not true. 

Mr. WALKER: If that deputation did not 
ask that, I will give £5 to the Brisbane 
General Hospital. 

Mr. MULCAHY : You are flashing your money 
-you had it all given to you. 

Mr. WALKER: You say that outside, and 
I will deal with you. 'I'.!Ir. Speaker, I do not 
think a remark of that sort is a fair one; it 
is really imputing that somebody has given 
me filY money. If the hon. member says it 
outside I will have to deal with him. 

ThB SPEAKER: Order ! I hope hon. mem· 
hers will r'efrain from interjecting across the 
Chamber. They should remember that we 
are an assembly of gentlemen and should act 
as gentlemen towards each o,ther. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

[Mr. Walker. 

Mr. \VALKER: 'There is another matter 
which I took a note of while sitting down
that is the endowment to our shires. I think 
the time has come when we should have our 
shires better catered for, more particularly in 
coastal districts where they have very heavy 
scrub land, and a heavy rainfall. \Ve have 
had many new shires co.nstituted lately, and 
they are doing excellent work, but- we find 
that the taxation is so great that they cannot 
make roads anything like they should be 
made. I think the Government should ap
point a valuator to value the whole of the 
shires and classify and give endowment to 
tho,se' who deserve it. All those which are 
taxed up to a maximum of 4d. in the £1 by 
a valuation of £2 or £3 an acre I think 
should get endowment. I recognise that 
many shires are working with a credit 
balance and a low valuation, but there are 
many quite the contrary ; there is only one 
way to make Queensland successful, and 
that is to endow the shires so that they can 
be successfully peopled, and in that way we 
shall increase the revenue from our rail
ways. There is another matter about which 
the hon. member for Gympie is so vexed. 

Mr. MULCAHY interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order! I must ask the 
bon. member for Gympie to refrain from 
interjections. 1 shall not ask again, but 
refer him to the House to deal with. 

Mr. WALKER: Last year I had an appli
cation for two mining homesteads in my 
electorate, and I was told that the Mines 
Department, under a mistake-! say that so 
as to clear the officer-said that it was not 
open to selection, but the hon. senior mem
ber for Gympie, who had his eye pretty 
keenly on these homesteads, went along a 
week afterwards, and found out it was 
a vail able, and what was the result? The 
hon. member, with a pa.1·ticular friend of 
his, had taken up on Glastonbury something 
like ten of these homeste:1ds, and they gave 
these people whose names they used the sum 
of £5 for each of them. 

Mr. MULCAHY: I wish to give that an 
emphatic denial. 

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem
ber for Whle Bay is addressing the Chair. 

Mr. MULCAHY: It is only in keeping with 
all his other statements. 

Mr. WALKER: I think it is very unfair 
fo~ a member of Parliament to go to any 
officer of a department to find out these 
things and give them to his friends. It 
would have been much better if the hon. 
member. had wired back to the Press stating 
that th1s land was open to selection as 
miners' homesteads, and not allow it to be 
done the way that it was done. I immedi
ately got in touch with the :Minister for 
Mi'?-e.s, who realised the se1·iousness of the 
pos1hon and upset the whole business and 
at the present time that is still a miners' 
resene. I thank the l:fouse for listening to 
m~. I hav: mac]e an Impromptu speech, as 
I had no, mtentwn qf speakmg, if it had 
not been ,or the very unfair and verv un
truthful way in which the bon. senior mem
ber for Gympie spoke. 

Mr. MULCAHY: Not nearly as untruthful 
as you. 

_J'v1r. HA-:'vHLTON (Gre!Jory): I must join 
w1th . t.he h:m. member w)lo last spoke in 
congnatulatmg the Prem1er on attaining 
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·the object of his life, or I might say ever 
.since he entered this HousCJ. When we look 
across the House and see the changes on the 
fron~ Treasury bench it makes one stop to 
consider what were the qualifications neces
.sary for a man to reach the front Treasury 
bench. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : The candid 
.friend. 

Mr. HAMILTON: It seems a remarkable 
.thing that ever since I have been a member 
.of this House I have alw,tys noticed that 
the candid friend of to-day is generally a 
JHinister of the Crown to-morrow. I could 
not help noticing the eulogistic remarks 
which the Premier used when he was pro
posing the hon. member for Logan as Chair
man of Committees. I thoroughly endorse 
.those remarks, but it seems rather late in 
.the day that the Premier should recognise 
the quit!ifications and claims of such an oi<l 
:parliamentarian and a loyal supporter of 
the party as the hon. member for Logan is. 
It is a most remarkable thing that when th•c 
reconstruction of the whole lYiinistry was 
taking place, and when they wanted to put 
Ministers over departments on which th-e 
1Jrog""ess and prosperity of the State largelY 
1lepcnds-especially the Lands Department...:._ 
-th.at there were gentlemen behind the Minis
.try who had been loyal supporters for v(lry 
.many years, who had a practical and per
csonal knowledge of the primary industries 
·of the State, and yet not one of them was 
ever taken into consideration at the time 
of the reconstruction of the Ministry. The 
hon. member for vVoolloongabba said that 
·members on that side were allowed latitude, 
·but that on this side members were allowed 
no l abitude. It seems strange, if that is the 
case, how party loyalty is regarded by the 
·different sides of the House. We have not 
'far to look back to see which side of the 
House rewards party loyalty in the most 
'honest manner. Jt seems to me that on th" 
other side party loyalty is at a discount, and 
·disloyalty at a premium, because we see 
·the candid friends of the Government 
occupying positions on the front Treasury 
·benches to-day. We see the Minister for 
Agriculture-we know the attitude he took 
'last year. 

lYir. MULJ"AN: He was pretty cautious. 

Mr. HAMILTON: He vms very cautious, 
'but he made a speech in which he con
·demned the Government for over-riding the 
Audit Act, but any little lapse by the Go
vernment now would not be objected to bv 
·the hon. gentleman. The hon. gentleman 
sits in his place and smiles happily, like a 
little boy .when he is taking his first ride 
on a merry-go-round. He has got a port
folio. (Laughter.) One would think tha+ 
when forming a Ministry party loyalty and 
the qualifications of members for th8 differ
ent positions would be the fi.rst consideration 
with a Minister; but was that the ca~e when 
the last reconstruction of this Cabinet tonk 
place? Where were hon. members who were 
assuciated with tlw primary industries of the 
country? Take the hon. member for Cun
ningham, the hon. member for Logan, the 
·hon. member for Moreton. the hon. member 
for Bundanba, and the ·hon. member for 
MusRrave. Thes0 are old members, many 
of whom have not box:§ld the political com
pass, but have be<em loyal to the party from 
the time they entered the House, but they 
were not consiJered or consulted when the 
reconstruction of the Ministrv took place. 
'They were too loyal. Some of them informed 

me I knew all about it just as soon as they 
did-that the first they knew about it was 
when they read it in the morning papers. Is 
that a fair way to treat their supporters? 

Hon. R. PHILP : Why need you complain? 

l\Ir. HAMILTON: Was the country taken 
into their confidence at the time? No . 
Yell they will say that this is a Government 
that has the confidence of the country. They 
have never been before the country-the 
country was not consulted, their own fol
lowers were not consulted, the whole thing 
was done in camera, and the first thing 
members supportang them knew about it was 
when they re.ad it in the morning papers. 
The who-le of the reconstruction to-ok place 
without any consideration at all being paid· 
to them. We will take into- consideration 
other members of the party. Where does the 

hon. member for Maryborough 
[5 p.m.] come in in this shuffle? And 

where does Maryborough, t:he sea
port, I might almost say the capital, of a large 
Important and fert:ile district-one of the 
most fertile districts in Queensland--come in 
in this reconstruction? Why, it is only Queen 
strreet and Toowoomba that have been co-n
sidered. The senior member for Mary
borough, Mr. Corser, sat there all last 
session, and said, "Hear, fiear !'' every time 
a member of the Government said anything 
in the House. Surely he should have been 
considered when this great reconst,ruction 
took place ! Yet he knew nothing more 
~bout _it than I did; he kne..y nothing about 
1t until he saw the report ·m the morning 
newspapers. I think the ha-n. member for 
Marybo~ough, and _Maryborough itself, have 
been shghted by the action of tJhe Govern
ment on this occasio-n. The hon. mem
ber for Maryborough and the hon. mem
ber }or Woolloongabba said "Yes, yes" 
and Hear, hear " to everything the Govern
ment said lash session, and they ought to 
have been paid for their trouble. But it 
was purely Queen street interests that were 
considered when the reconstruction took 
place, and the Ministry may almost be called 
a Queen street or butter-box Ministry. I dare 
say that if I was engaged in litigation, and 
I wa.rtted a legal opinion, I would go to 
the hon. member for Brisbane North, Mr. 
Macartney, as soon as anyone; but if I wanted 
a gentleman to preside over the Lands 
Department,. perhaps the ma;stJ important 
department m the pubhc sernce, I should 
choose a gentleman who had a personal and 
practical knowledge o·f the industries doing 
business with that department and of the 
whole State of Queensland. I hold that 
tho,se qualifications were never considered in 
selecting for Minister for Lands in the pre
sen_t Administration. Vve know, however, the 
attitude that the hon. member for Brisbane 
North took up last year with regard to the 
Government, and we now see him in the 
position of Minister fm Lands quite happv 
and contented. You cannon expect to- Ret 
the best administration in a department like 
that when the Minister, no - matter how 
honest he may be, knows nothing at all 
abo-ut the practical y.>ork of the aei:mrtmentl 
that he has to pres1de over. There is thi" 
difference between the hon. member fo; 
Brisbane North and the Premier and the 
Secretary for Agriculture-that the hon. 
ger:tleman has 3;lways supporfied his party, 
while the Premier and the Secretarv for 
Agriculture have been continually goini from 
one party to another ever since they have 
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been m the House. I notice that one of the 
members who used to say "Hear, hear " to 
the Government last session was a candid 
friend of the Government last night, which 
shows that he recognises that the way to the 
'l'reasury bench is not the one he adopted 
last session, but the one he adopted last 
night. 'l'here has been a lot said about the 
Government programme by members oppo
site, but their praise of that .programme was 
about the most lukewarm praise I ever hear.d 
given to any Government programme. It IS 
one of t'he most watery productions that have 
ever been presented to this House. There 
.is nothing in it that is going to benefit 
greatly the people of the Statie. The pro
gramme consists largely of Bills to .amend 

. Acts passed in prevrous sessions. WIth r~
gard to the paragraph in the Governor s 
Speech in which regret is expressed at the 
death of our late Speaker, I think we a!l 
regret his loss and that every member IS 
sorry that Mr. Bell is not in the Speaker's 
chair at the present time. Another paragraph 
in the Speech reads as follows:-

" r.l"~hough the census recently taken . sho.ws 
that our population greatly increased durmg the 
past decade, yet it is not increasing at a rate 
con1mensurate with the requiren1ents of our 
thriving and rapidly expanding industries. My 
advi_sers are, therefore, making earnest and, it 

""is thougllt, successful efforts to encourage 
immigrants of the most suitable type to settle 
amongst us. It is confidently hoped that the 
recent appointment of special immigration 
agents in England, Scotland, and Ireland will 
have results in the highest degree satisfactory." 

When we consider the remarks made in 
another place concerning the character of 
some of the immigrants brought out, when 
we consider the assertions maae by many of 
those immigrants themselves about the way 
in which they have been misled by agents 
in the old country as to conditions and rates 
of pay, I think it is about time the Govern
ment made a searching inquiry into the 
whole sysbem of immigration. No one can 
accuse Dr. Taylor of being a partisan, or of 
being a Labour man, and we know what he 
said about the character of some immigrants 
when speaking in another place on facts which 
had come under his observation as a medical 
man. Yet the daily Press of Brisbane are 
silent on that matter, and make no reference 
to Dr. Taylor's remarks. It is high time 
that1 the Government inquired into the means 
bv which immigrants •are induced to come 
t,; Queensland and intn the system of select
ing immigrants. If what Dr. Taylor has 
said is true, how can we expect respectable 
and reputable people in the old country to 
allow their daughters to come all the distance 
from their home to Queensland alone? There 
should be a searching inquiry into those 
matters. I say that whai! we call the scalp
system of selecting immigrants in the old 
country is largely responsible for the class 
of people who are coming out to this State. 
The agents in the old country go round the 
different counties, and induce people to 
emigrate to Queensland, and being paid so 
much for eaoh--£1 per head-for all they get1 
to come, they do not care whether those 
persons are physically fit, or whether their 
moral character is all it shonld be. I know 
that a larl"e number of respectable and 
worthy people are coming out, but there are 
otherR who are phvsicallv unfit to earn their 
nwn livelihood. \V e know that some of the 
immigrants brought out are now in a lunatic 
awlum. There was on<;~ immigrant in the 
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Winton district who ought never to have 
been allowed to leave the old country, and 
we are told that some of the newcomers . are· 
physically and morally unfit for colomsts. 
The Government ought to see that female 
immigrants who are brought out are not 
exposed to the !emptations which, it appears 
they are exposed to on board ship. P:'ssmg 
on now to another subject, I find t:hat m the 
Opening Speech it is stated that-

" With the view of giving greater opportunities 
to our own people, and to newcomers who. are. 
willing to assist us in our work o~ natH?U
building, my advisers are. proceed1~g w_1th 
railways which were passed 1n the last sess:ou 
of Parliament, and the comp_letion of which 
wiH rnake Crown lands available for close 
settlement on a scale not hitherto possible in 
Queensland." 

I have listened to the remarks made by 
several speakers with regard. to the demand 
ior land in the coastal distrlCts, and I can 
say confidently that if the. Government 
threw open lO,i.JOO square miLes m the Central 
district for close settlement, it would be 
taken np to-morrow. There are from twenty 
to forty applicants for every block of land 
that is thrown open for settlement at the 
present time. The tronble is that the land 
IS thrown open in a piecemeal fashion, In
st~ad of being thrown open in large qua::>
taties to meet the demand. If members will 
look at Schedule II. of the Land Act which 
was passed last year they will see that there 
is a:ny amount of land available for resum
toon. Yet resumptions are not made. I was. 
informed the other day that there was a 
d'fficulty in keeping surveyors employed. 
Four or five years ago the excuse for not 
throwing land open was that the department 
could not get surveyors. Certainly there i& 
any amount of work for the surveyors we 
have in the State at the present time, and for 
double the number of surveyors available,. 
if the Government made a determined effort 
to meet the general demand for land for 
close settlement. The Government ought to 
go in for a policy of resumption, and throw 
open the resumed lands for settlement. I 
know people in the Western district who 
have been trying for the last two or three 
years to get a piece of land, and have been 
in almost every ballot that has taken place, 
but have been unable to get a block. Yet 
here we have the Government saying that 
they are opening land all over the State in 
sufficient quantities to meet the requirements· 
of newcomers of our own people. I say that 
in no part of the State is land thrown open 
in sufficient quantity. In every district the 
demamd exceeds the supply, and the sooner 
some genuine attempt is made to meet the 
demand the better. There is one matter I 
wish the Minister would inquire into, and 
that is the system adopted by the Surveyor
General's Department in plotting out land 
thrown open for settlement. The surveys of 
some resumptions are not at all satisfactory. 
Hon. members will remember that last 
session I brought before the House a case 
in which difficult:y arose through the manner 
in which land was surveyed. It is only the' 
other day that I got that matter fixed up. 
The hon. member for Mitchell has another 
ca&e which occurred in his dist<rict, in which 
a selector forfeited his land because the sur
vevor had cut him off from all the wat-er. 
\Vhile other bramhes of the department are 
endeavouring to encourage close settlement, 
the action of that branch discourages it, ami 
some alteration should be made in itio 



Address in }, epl_y. [2G ,JvLY.j AdJress in Rr,pl.~. 26l 

methods. When land is resumed and cut up 
into blocks, tihe surveyors should endeavour 
as far as possible to give every selector a 
water frontage, but. it s'eems than in some 
cases the surveys make dry areas of some 
blocks unnecessarily. I trust that the 
Minister will look into this matter, and have 
it rectufied. With regard to the routes of 
the railways to be constructed, especially the 
routes of the Western extensions passed last 
session, they are not ,<riving satisfaction to 
the people resident in the district. There has 
been a petition sent down with reference to 
the route of the line from Winton to Spring
vale Junction. Take that line from Malbon 
to the Duchess, that line ought to be pushed 
on at once because it will open up a lot of 
mines out there, and will give a lot of em
ployment. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You know 
that we have already made a start? 

Mr. HAMILTON : Yes, the surveyors 
were up there when I was there. But with 
regard to the line from Winton to Spring
vale, that line should not cross the vVestern 
River at all. If it takes the route sug
gested in the petition sent down to the 
Minister the other day, then it will only 
have to cross one river-the Diamantina. 
It will open up far better country, and will 
be of far more use to the country than if 
they follow the route to Springvale marked 
out last year. There is a paragraph in the 
Speech which reads-

® " The con1missioners appointed under an Act 
of the last session of Parlianvmt to rearrange 
the electoral districts of Queensland more 
"equitably, and on a one-n1e1nber basis, have 
performed thejr work in a mnnncr that gives 
gt?neral satisfaction. l\tly advisers are of 
opinion that there are serious defects in our 
existing electoral la\VR, and a Bill, having for 
its object the rf'moval of these defects, will bt~ 
laid before you." 

I do not know what the amendments of the 
electoral laws are, but I would certainly 
not like to see the Commonwealth Act 
copied in place of our own. I believe that 
the present system which we have got for 
carrying on elections and voting is far bet
ter than the Commonwealth system. I think 
there should be a conference between repre
Bentatives of the Commonwealth and the 
States, and they should try to arrange a 
com1non system of carrying on elections, 
because with the two systems which we have 
at the present time-the State has one sys
tem and the Commonwealth has another 
altogether-it is puzzling to people, and 
leads to confusion at election times, and it 
would be far better to have one common 
Bystem which we can coth adopt. But do 
not copy the Commonwealth system as it is, 
because I consider that our State system, is 
better. While on this subject I draw atten
tion to the large electorates which have 
been brought about as a result of the redis
tribution of seats scheme. In my own elec
torate there will be something like 100,000 
square miles of country. It was 80,000 
Bquare miles before, but it has in-
creased to approximately 100,000 square 
miles. Then the Burke electorate, Cook elec
torate, and '\Varrego electorate have all 
been made very large electoretes. They 
are such tremendous areas now that it will 
take a member months to get over them, 
and it will mean much greater expense for 
a member who has to travel over that addi
tional area. 

Hon. R. PHILP : It will be all the better 
for you. 

Mr. HAMILTON: It might be all the 
better in one way, but not in another. 
There should be a special allowance made to 
members who represent the far Northern and 
far vVestern seats in order to compensate 
them for the extra expense they will be put 
t' in tra veiling round such huge electorates. 
I do not care on what side a member sits, 
if he has to travel over such large areas of 
country, he should receive some extra 
allowance fer it. It does not matter who 
the member is. If he does not represent 
the constituency properly, let him be put 
out and someone else put in his place. But 
whoever is there he should receive this 
extra remuneration, because there is no 
doubt that it costs a member much more to 
represent the Gregory, Cook, Burke, or 
Warrego electorates than it does one of the 
metropolitan electorates. 

Mr. FORSYTH: The metropolitan electo
rates are far more expensive. 

Mr. HAMILTON: The hon. member 
finds them expensive because he is not 
strong enough to say "No" to applicants; 
but tho hon. member for Moreton knows 
quite well that £300 a year for a member 
representing a metropolitan constituency is 
worth much more than £300 a year for a 
member :representing a Northern or Western 
constituency. The hon. gentleman says that 
the metropolitan constituency is expensive, 
but he knows quite well that if a member 
in the metropolis got £10,000 a year that 
some people would still try to drag it out 
of him. I have nothing to complain about 
so far as that is concerned in my electorate. 
In fact, I get far more requests down here 
from people who do not belong to my elec
torate at all. I consider that the remunera
tion for representing electorates should all 
be made of equal value. If any official is 
sent round the country to represent the Go
vernment they get a tra veiling allowance, 
and a member should get some in
creased allowance in accordance with the 
duties he is called upon to perform. The 
hon. member for Moreton knows the new 
electorate of Burke, and he knows what it 
will cost a man to get round that vast elec
torate. 

J\1r. FORSYTH: The expense of a metropo
litan constituency is greater. 

Mr. HAMILTON: That is because the 
hon. member is not strong enough to say 
"No." Besides, his expense is not a neces
sary expense. He can refuse, but in the 
case of a member with a big electorate it is 
a necessary expense, and he has to pay it 
because he cannot get out of it ; he has to 
travel over it. It says here-

" I am confident that you will readily approve 
of any measure which will better the con
ditions under which our miners are working, by 
making their surroundings as healthful as 
possible." 
I was up at Mount Elliott and Hampden 
and Duchess mining districts the other 
day, and one thing that was brought to my 
notice was that under the system of home
steads--they are really township allotments 
-they are let under a tenure on which the 
occup'ier pays 5s. a year to the Government. 
Now, epidem;cs of disease broke out there, 
and tho Health Department called upon the 
local authority there to abate them, but 
the local authority could not get one penny 
in rates from these places, and was unable 
to do anything. I was at Hampden, and it 
promises to become a fine town, with fine 
buildings being erected there, and expen
sive buildings too. They want culverts, and 
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there is some footpath formation required 
to be carried out, but when they applied 
to the council to do the work the council 
refused because they could get no money 
from rates to carry out the work. 

Mr. MURPHY: The council can tax them. 
Mr. HAMILTON: The council cannot do 

it. 
Mr. MURPHY: How do they do it in Croy

don, where there is no freehold at all, and 
all the land is taken up under mining home
steads? 

Mr. HAMILTON: I do not know how 
they do it. The annual rent of the land is 
only 5s. Multiplied twenty times is the 
capital value for rating purposes, and 2d. in 
the £1 on that sum would not give any rate 
at all worth speaking about. I believe that 
we should get whatever land value we 
may create. I saw ·several allotments there 
which the people took up at 5s. per annum; 
I know that they ran a two-wire fence around 
them and that they sold them at £300 each., 
The Government created that value build
ing railways, and yet somebody else is 
allowed to take all the economic rent or 
enhanced value and profit from it. One 
man had an allotment and the railway went 
over a corner of it, and he sent in a claim 
for £1,500 for compensation. I believe the 
Government are going to give him some
thing like £500 or £700, and all he paid 
to the Government for that land was 5s. 
a year. 

Mr. MURPHY: It is practically freehold 
land, too. 

Mr. HAMILTON: It becomes freehold 
after a tern1 of years. 

Hon. R. PHILP: Do you advocate selling 
it? 

Mr. HAMILTON: No, it should be leased 
by perpetual lease. \Ve have a clause in 
our Land Act which says that town and 
country lands may be put up to auction and 
3 per cent. per annum on the price the 
land fetches in open competition is the rent 
payable to the Crown, and that sum realised 
at auction should be the capital value for the 
local authority for rating purposes. 

Hon. R. PHILP: I would not advise you 
to repeat that on a goldfield. 

Mr. HAMILTON: I did repeat it on a 
goldfield, because I consider it is only fair. 
Even if a new goldfield broke out to-mor
row, the principfe would be just the same. 
All the allotments could be put up at auc
tion for perpetual lease, and whatever they 
realised at auction that would be the capi
tal value, and they would have to p-ay 
3 per cent. on the capital value as ascer
tained by public competition. 

Hon. R. PHILP: What is the difference 
between perpetual lease and freehold ? 

Mr. HAMILTON: We get the reap
praisement, and we get the economic rent. 
I see that the Government are going in for 
more central sugar-mills. I had a trip up 
to the sugar districts a few years ago, and 
I thought tl;>en that it was a mistake for the 
Government to say that they would not go 
in for any more central mills because the 
Federal Government had control of them. 
The interests and the progress of North 
Queensland-especially the coastal regions
are largely wrapped up in these central 
mills. I would sooner see co-operative cen
tral' mills established where the Government 
had some hold on them than I would see 
the farmers get into the hands of the pri-
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vate millowners, as I understand that this 
Government are going to do with the far
mers and settlers in the vicinity of Jarvis
field and the Inkerman Estate. I think 
there is room there for central mills, and 
they should have been established long ago. 
Why I believe in the central mills is be
cause if the farmers get into the hands of 
the privately-owned mills they are in their 
nower altogther. I know of one family who 
had some sugar-cane farms, and one of thEJ> 
brothers had a quarrel with a man at the 
mill who is in charge of tho weighing, and 
they told his other brother tha~ they .woul_d 
not take a ton of cane from hnn wh1le h1s· 
brother was with them. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: They must· 
take his cane according to the agreement. 

Mr. HAMILTON: This young fellow is a 
youno- married man, and he had to clear out 
befor~ they would take his brother's cane,. 
and he had to leave his home on that ac
count. I see there is to be a Rabbit Boards 
Bill introduced. That is badly wanted. 
There are other Bills which have been pro
mised from time to time. I am not going 
to make any remarks on the Liquor Bill 
until I see what that measure contains. I 
do not intend to give any opinion on it 
until the Bill is before us. 

Hon. R. PHILP: Before you commit your
self? 

Mr. HAMILTON: Yes. I am not an ex
tremist either one way or the other. I see"'ii 
there is an old friend here in the Leases to· 
Aliens Bill. I think the hon. member for 
Townsville was the author of that Bill. It 
has been before us for the last ten years, at 
any rate. 

Hon. R. PHILP : It was not introduced by 
me. 

Mr. HAMILTON: I think it was intro
duced first in the hon. gentleman's time. 

Hon. R. PHILP: No, it was first brought 
in when you were in charge. 

Mr. HAMILTON: It has never come off 
yet. In running through this list I notice 
that they are pretty well all amendments 
of Bills. TheTe is an amendment of the· 
Agricultural Bank Act, and an amendment 
of the State Education Act. Well, looking 
at this programme from a democratic 
standpoint, it is just about as watery and' 
colourless a production as ever I have seen 
introduced into this House. 

Mr. CoRSER: TheTe is some spirit in it. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. HAMILTON: There might be some 
spirit in it when the Liquor Bill comes 
along. (Laughter). There is certainly no 
spirit in it now, and no Government sup
porter can say that there is. Now, there 
is one Bill mentioned on the notice
paper which is badly wanted. That is 
the Trade Disputes Bill, which was intro
duced by the hon. member for Woo
thakata, Mr. Theodore, the other day. 
That Bill has been promised by suc
cessive GoveTnments and also by the late 
Government. It was promised by the late 
Premier, who, a few minutes ago, was 
extolled by an hon. member for about a. 
quarter of an hour. It is the law in England, 
and it ought to be the law here to-day. 
There is no appearance of it in this nro· 
gramme, but if the Government wanted to 
prevent industrial disputes and set.tle the 
disputes like those that are taking place not: 
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only in Queensland but in other States and 
all over the world to-day, they had a right 
to come down and introduce this measure. 

Tho SPEAKER: Order! 

Mr. HAJYIILTO::>!: I was only referring 
to an omission. 

The SPEAKEl'{: The hon. member is 
anticipating a discussion on the general 
business-Orders of the Day, No. 1. 

Mr. HAMILTON : I beg your pardon, Sir. 
Hon. R. PHILP: Have there been no strikes 

since that Act was passed Y 

Mr .. HAMILTON: 'There are strikes all 
over the world-there arc industrial distur
bances all over "tho world to-day for better 

conditions. Hon. members talk 
f5.30 p.m.] about the great prosperity of 

this State. \Vhere is the pros
perity whBn tbe workers have to strike in 
order to get bett•3r conditions and bott.·3r 
rates of pay? I was struck with some of the 
remarks passed last night by the hon. mem
ber for \Voolloongabba. I suppose last 
year, although ·he had that information, ne 
would not make use of it, but he made uoe 
of it this year, as circumstances have altered, 
and that is the information contained in the 
report of the Scottish Agricultural Commission 
about the accommodation amongst the farmers 
for married people, or for married couples. It 
is just the same on stations. \V e see It every 
day. If there is an advertisement for a 
married couple, it is generally for a married 
couple without encumbrance. I say married 
men with children are handicapped at every 
turn of life. They are not wanted. Let n 
married man with four or five children try 
to rent a house. The first question asked is, 
"How many children have you?" If tho 
man has four or five children, the owner 
of the property will tell him he does not 
believe in letting his houses to men with a 
lot of childrep. He Qan do so now, simply 
because there is such a demand for hous0s 
that he can pick and choose. There is a 
great difficulty in Brisbane in getting houses 
on account of so many new arrivals, and 
house rents are going up every day. You 
see rooms to let here and rooms to let 
there; families are taking a house with four 
or five rooms, and they have to let two 
rooms in order to help pay the rent. If a. 
married man has to go to the country an3 
has to take his children with him. in nine 
cases out of ten there are no means 
whatever to get them educated. The Scottish 
Agricultural Commission pointed out t.he 
very great lack amongst our farmers to give 
housing accommodation for the men who 
are in t,heir mnp1oy. The fanners are 
always cryin'l' out for immigrant-s, that. thev 
want more farm labourers in the countrv. 
Y ot, as has been nointed out time after 
time, it is only for a few weeks in the year 
they want those mPn. Thev mav want tr-m 
or 'twelYe men to-day, and in five or six 
weeks~ tiino, when harvest is ovor, a counJe 
will do, hut they he.ve no occomrnodaJion 
P.ven for the two or three worl:in!I for thHn'. 
I was reading th" rcnort of a meet.in!I which 
has just hccn crtllnd in Toowoomba to form 
what t-he:v call" The Darling- Downs Frtrmers' 
New Protecii vo Union," and with the fir8t. 
six or seven objects in thG cons+itntion d 
this nnion I th·wmwhl:v ae-rec. I think i• 
wonld b<' "· .rond thing for- the farmers and 
.... ~ood tl1in0' for thA com1nunity at larg~?
Thc constitution reads-

'' -±. TfY :;<ffiJiqte 
thought desirable. 

witl1 kindred societies if 
5. To pron1ote co-operative 

enterprise and consistently support the manu
facture and distribution of farm produce on 
co-operative lines. B. To eliminate, as far aS· 
possible, ::peculation in farm produce, and con ..... 
trol the n1ethods of placing those commodities, 
either raw or 111anufactured, on the markets." 

Now, I think tho~e are good objects. \Vhen 
"·e come down to clause 12 we read this--

" To secure employment for all,. and fair re
muneration for all employees, Mr. A. 'r. Taylor 
moved, Mr. C. Benn (Cambooya) seconded, and 
Mr. Dempsey ( Kingsthorpe) supported an 
amendment to omit it altogether, and the 
amendment was carried." 

Mr. LENN0:-1: It was omitted? 

Mr. HAMILTON: It was omitted, and yet 
those gentlemen are singing out for more farm 
labourers. The Scottish Agricultural Com
mission, 1-vho YYere not partisans in any vvay, 
during their travels noticed there was no 
accommodation amongst the farmers for their 
employees. There must have been one or 
two members of the f!J,rming community 
amongst the men who drew up this consti
tution who wanted fair conditions, as ;t 
says here, " to secure employment for all 
and a fair remuneration for all," but the 
mttjority wiped this clause out. Is that fair 
treatment? How can the farmers' repre
sentatives stand up in this House and justify 
a thing of that sort? How can the hon. 
member for Camboova and the hon. mem
ber for Fassifern, who represent the farming; 
community, stand up and justify that 
action? Crying for labourers and refusing 
to guarantee fair conditions. 

Mr. MACKINTOSH : I sent · two married 
couples up last week, and one had seven 
children and the other five. 

Mr. HAMILTON: I say there wore 
n10n an:1ongst those fanners who are willing 
to give fair conditions and fair rates of 
pay to their employees, but it shows the 
majority of those present were not willing 
to do so. I say it is cruel to bring out 
married couples and men with families 
when you penalise a man with children 
when he comes here. \Vhen you see a 
station advertising for a married couple, 
nine times out of ten· it is for a married" 
couple without encumbrance. I do not want 
to mention names, but I know one in
stance where a very old manager, who had 
a family of six or seven children, was dis
charged. He was a manager of very high 
repute, and I was talking to him, and asked 
him how it was he was discharged, and he 
said, ''Too manv children~" That was a 
few vears ago. He had too many children 
and had to go. Subsequently his dauihters 
got married, ttnd, as his family got smaller, 
he was able to find emplo.vment. I know of 
another manager whose wife died and left. 
1·v:o children, and he was told by the owner 
he would ha"Ye to get rid of his children or 
go hifnself. 

Eon. R. PHILP: That is not a general 
thing. 

Mr. HAMILTON: Those are isolated in
stances. but thev occur in nine cases out of 
ten. \Vhen the); want married couples they 
do not want tl1em with children. I do not 
want to speak at any further length on this 
question. All I can say is I hope those 
members sittinP' behind t.he Government are 
wtt-isfiod with ·the new shuffle. I know the 
Socretarv for AgricuHure is satisfied, and I 
suppose ·th0 hen. nvJmhers for Rockhampton 
e.nd Brisban0 North are satisfied, and I hope 
all the hon. members sitting behind them 

Mr. Jlamilton.] 
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are satisfied with the shuffle. It came as a 
big surprise to them and caused a lot of 
heartburning, as it <lid to the country. 

Mr. MACKINTOSH: Not <tt •all. 
Mr. HAMILTON: I know it came as a 

surprise to the hon. member and many 
others, and with these few remarks I will 
conclude what I have to say on the Address 
in Reply. 
*. HoN. R. PHILP (Townsville): I have 
listened to a good many debates in the 
!-louse on the Address in Reply, and I must 
admit that I never heard weaker criticism 
than has fallen from the other side of the 
House on the present occasion-weak as 
water. We have been promised a very good 
programme, and I believe, before the House 
9ses, every member will admit. that a good 
deal of useful work has been done. \Vhat 
appears to annoy hon. members opposite is 
that no members from this side have gone 
oyer to them. (Laughter.) They do not 
want g'Ood men here : they want men they 
can turn out, and they are disappointed 
ever so much because they found, when the 
House met, a number of men on this side 
of the House did not go oYer to that side. 
That is all the trouble. (Laughter.) The 
Labour party is the last party that should 
talk about loyalty. They would support any 
party that would go across from this side of 
the House and join them. They have done 
so before, and will do ·so again. I d@<>··not 
wo,nt to go into the past-'' Let the dead 
bury its dead." What happened last session 
cr the previous session does not concern us 
very much. The leader of the Opposition 
did that, and dwelt a long time on the 
action of Mr. Macartney last session. We 
had a division in the House last year on 
that particular matt·er, and that is an end 
of it. Now we want to address ourselves to 
what is going to be good for the country. 
\\That are we going to do this year? I hope 
that both sides of the House want to see 
the country prosperous, and want to see the 
pfople in the country prosperous. With 
oihers, I regret very much, Sir, the death 
·of the late Speaker, Mr. Bdl. (Hear, hear!) 
I have already spoken on that matter, and 
I have also to refer to the death of another 
very old servant of this Honse-Mr. 
Baldwin-who was here for forty years, 
and I think he was held in the highest 
respect by all members of this House and 
of the other House too. (Hear, hear!) At 
the same time, Sir, I am very pleased to 
see you in the chair, and I will always sup
port you in, every way possible to keep order 
in this House, and I trust you will sit there a 
long time and be an ornatnent to that chair, 
as many of your predecessors have been. 
'\¥e have heard a good deal about land 
settlement, and the absence of any Land Act. 
Personally, I think we ought to have had 
an amending Land Act this session. \Ve 
fmd defects in the present Act already, not
withstanding the great skill displayed by 
the Premier, Mr. Denham, and "\Jr. Hard
acre, the representative of the Labour party, 
on that measure. In one of the clansos we 
prevented a lessee taking up grazing farms. 
A very wise thing to do; but now the depart
nwnt, I underdstand, read that to mean that 
a grazing farmer cannot take un a lease. 
I think that was never intended by this 
House. We want to see nooole rise in the 
world if possible. • · 

Mr. HAMILTON: The mtention was to pre
vent pastoral lessees dummying their re
sumptions. 

[Mr. Hamilton. 

HoN. R. PHILP: It was intended that 
no le&see should take up a grazing farm, but 
it is twisted the other way about, and now 
a grazing farmer cannot take up a lease. A 
banking company or a loan company can 
hold a thousand leases if they like, but 
according to the department's reading of the 
Land Act no grazing farmer can buy a 
lease. I think that was never intended, and 
it should not be read by the department 
in that way. I think we should encourage 
everyone we can to buy le.ases. As I saici 
before, a loan company with headquarters 
in London can own a thousand leases in 
Queensland if they like, but a grazing 
farmer cannot buy one lease. That is not 
the wish of this House, and I certainly 
think an amendment of the Land-Act dwuld 
be brought in at once to remedy that defect. 

Mr. HARDACRE: It is certainly what the 
Land Act says-" No lessee can apply for or 
hold a grazing farm." 

HaN. R. PHILP : He cannot apply fur it. 
Mr. HARDACRE: That is the reading of the 

Act. 
· HoN. R. PHILP : I know of several leases 
being held up at the present time on acconnt 
of that action. When the present Act will 
allow one firm or one man to hold as many 
leases as he likes, there should be nothi01g 
to prevent a grazing farmer buying a lease. 

Mr. LENNON: Would it not involve "' for· 
feiture of his grazing farm? 

HoN. R. PHILP: It ought no.t to do, 
because there are plenty of leaseholders hold
ing grazing farms now. 

Mr. HARDACRE : Why should a man who bas 
got a maximum selection want to go in for a 
pastoral lease too ? 

HoN. R. PHILP: Then why do you allow 
a man who holds one lease now to acquire 
another lease? Why should a man who 
ho,lds a grazing farm now not be enabled 
to acquire a lease? · A man can go on 
a mining field, and get as many leases 
as he likes, so long as he complies with 
the conditions. There is no maximum at 
all on a mining field, so long as a man com
plies with the . conditions, and employs so 
many men to the acre, and I do, not see any 
objcct10n to it. A good deal of dehate has 
taken place about land settlement. If we com
pare Queensland with New South Wales and 
other States, we find more land being applied 
for in Queensland than anywhere else·, show· 
ing that our conditio.ns are better, and we 
have more land. I deplore, with other hen. 
membere, that we have not more land under 
cultivation in comparison with the land taken 
up, but I am assured by farmers that it is 
because the,v cannot p·et sufficient labour. I 
know it is the case in North Queensland. We 
are told that since thio strike men cannot get 
their crops off. 

M:r. LENNON: The newspapers say that they 
are getting them off ail right. 

HoN. R. PHILP: They are in some cases; 
but you know different. 

Mr. HAMILTON: If they will pay fair prices 
they wiiJ get their crops off. 

HoN. R. PHILP: The sugar farmers in 
Queensland have a specia.l benefit in the shape 
of bounty, but they cannot grow sugar with a 
bounty to export out of Australia-they can 
only grow sugar for Australia. But there are 
other farmers in Queensland and Australia 
who have to grow wheat, which they have 
to send to London, and compete with the 



AddJ•e.•s in Replp. [26 ,J OLY.] .A ddres' 111 Rep'_?'· 265 

-wheatgrower in Asia. and Europe, at ever so 
much lower wages than we arc paying here 
'to-day. We also export a. great deal of butter, 
which has to come into competition with that 
vroduced by much cheaper labour, in the 
markets in London, than we have here. 

Mr. HARDACRE: And they are getting £50 
-an acre for dairying land in Queensland. 

HoN. R. PHILP: There is no land in 
·Queensland fetching £50 an acre for dairying 
purposes. I like 'to pay as big wages as 
.a.nyl:ody, but y0 u cannot pay a bigger wage 
than th!' product can· afford_ ~o pay. If yc;u 
·export butter in large quant1hes~cr wheat m 
large qua.ntit'es, as I hope we will some day 
in Queensland~you can only afford to pay_ a 
-wage that will enable you to export, otherwise 
:you cannot do it. 

Mr. HARDACRE: Hear, hear! You cannot 
pay big prices for land, and big wages too. 

HON, R. PHILP: I notice some people who 
talk about that won't take up land thBmselves 
·and try it. I know the hon. member for 
Leichhiudt farmed land, but did not succeed, 
I am sorry to say. 

Mr. HARDACRE: It was in a time o.f drought. 
{Laughter.) 

HoN. R. PHILP: I do not think he was 
paying more wages tha.n h's neighbour was 
paying. 

Mr. HARDACRE: I never paid less than Ss. 
.a day. 

HoN. R. PHILP : That may be a reason 
why you did not succeed. (Laughter.) 

Mr. HARDACRE : Purely the drought. 

HoN. R. PHILP: Other people got through 
the drought. I think t.he farmers went 
through the drought better than the pastor
alists did. All these things have to be taken 
into consideration. You cannot meet in a 
hall in Brisbane, and say this product will 
pay so much wages if the farmer cannot 
afford to do it. 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: There is more labour 
here now than there was five years ago, and 
there is less wheat grown. 

HoN. R. PHILP: Tl1at labour may be get
ting better employment than growing wheat. 
You must remember that everyone is pros
perous in Queensland to-day. Pastoralists are 
very prosperous, a.nd can afford to pay more 
for labour, 

Mr. ALLEN: Pastoralists do not pay big 
wages. 

HoN. R. PHILP: I think most of them,pay 
as much as they can afford. Carriage and 
ev-erything· is pretty high, especially if you 

. are a long way from a railway station, and 1i 
we had another drought people would either 
have to sack a number of their men or pay 
lower wages than they are paying now. 

'Shearers' are wen paid, and I think you will 
find canecutters and dam-makers are very 
well paid. 

Mr. ALLEN: What about boundary riders? 

HoN. R. PHILP : I believe they are very 
well paid too. I think that on the whole the 
men working in the bush can save a great 
deal more out of their wages than men work· 
ing in the towns, and are much better off. 
·(Hear, hear !) 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: And yet they are 
:flocking into the city. 

HoN. R. PHILP: It mav be that wages 
arc higher in the city, but' on the whole I 
think the working man is bettor off in the 
bush, if he will put up with the disoomforts, 
than he is in the city. 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: I quite agree with you, 
but they do not seem to think so. 

HoN. R. PHILP: I don't wonder, because 
you and some of your friends go about and 
urge them to drop their work to get higher 
wages. I have heard some of you say that 
the men are fed like dogs. I have been in 
the bush, and have always· found working 
men exceedingly well fed; they live just tho 
same as the boss. The food may be better 
served up to the manager, but it is the same 
class of food. 

Mr. LENNON : Do you approve of the kit 
system' 

HoN. R. PHILP: I do not know what you 
mean. 

Mr. LENNON: Poking tho tucker through a 
hole in the wall. 

HoN. R. PHILP: I have never seen it 
dono, and I always heard when I lived in the 
North that the Colonial Sugar Refining Com
pany treated tho men exceedingly well. On 
the whole, I think you will find the workers 
in Queensland arc well paid. The cooking 
sometimes might be badly done, but the 
working classes in Queensland arc better fed 
than the working classes in the old country. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. LENNoo;: 'rhey are on the borders of 

starvation in tho old country. 
HoN. R. PIHLP: I -am sorry to hoar it; 

they would be better out here, and I should 
be very pleased to bring them here. Hon. 
members on the other side say we do not get 
the best class of people here, but I think it is 
a libel on those who come here. I never saw 
a better lot of people coming than are com
ing here now. You will find one or two bad 
sheep in all communities. 

Mr. LENNON: Under the scalp system you 
must get them. 

HoN. R. PHILP : If you want to get 
people you must pay so much per head. All 
the other States in Australia are doing it. 
l be:ieve the Governm<mt are as careful as 
they can be, and that the immigrants must 
pass a medical examination they must also 
have characters from tho where they 
are employed; but of course possible that 
some of them may not be genuine, but that 
does not condemn the policy of immigration. 
In going about, men who canvass for life 
insurance oHen tell very nice stories, and 
often make mistakes, but it does not follow 
that life insurance is not a good thing; it is 
a splendid thing, and so is immigration a 
good thing. I hope the Government will 
take care to only send out single girls in 
ships where there is a. matron, and where 
they have a place to themselves. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

HoN. R. PHILP: I would not allow an} 
single girls to come out in passenger ships~ 
that ought to be stopped. They should come 
specially out in immigrant ships. That was 
the old form of immigration, and it was 
found the best, after years of tria.!, and we 
should stick to that. 

Mr. HARDACRE: Even then there is a lot of 
scandal. 

HoN. R. PHILP: That may be so, but 
even then it is not from fellow-passengers 

Han. R. Philp.] 
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that there is trouble, but from the crew of 
the ship. If girls are in a place by them· 
selves and under a good matron, there rs not 
the s~me fear. I think it is a libel on the 
people coming here at the present time, be
cause there are one or two black sheep, to 
discredit them all as not the right class of 
people. 

Mr. LEXli'ON: I do not think anyone on 
this side has gone so f-ar as that; they have 
condemned the methods, but not the whole 
thing. 

HoN. R. PHILP: They are a splendid lot 
of people. It is only agricultural labourers 
and domestic servants, I understand, that 
the Government are paying the passages 
for. The• majority are assis.ted passengers, 
who are nominated by people living in 
Queensland. You could not get a better class 
of people than this, because the people who 
nominate them are responsible for them when 
they come here. We want more people here, 
and why don't we in earnest on both sides of 
the House do ali we can to perfect the 
present system ? Do not let us condemn and 
decry a lot of good people who are coming 
here at the present time. (Hear, hear!) \Ve 
were also told that married people were 
tabooed, but I do not know of any case. I 
know of dairy farms where married couples 
are wanted with families·-'.in most cases they 
get the working of the dairy farm on shares. 
The owner of the farm finds the cows, imple
ments, accommodation, and a house, and for 
that he gets one-half, and the other man 
takes the other half. During the season these 
people on shares do exceedingly well. I 
know that at the present time there is a 
great demand for couples under these con· 
ditions. I know of stations on which married 
couples are wanted-married boundary riders. 
People like him better if he is married. 

Mr. LENNON: That is not my experience. 

HoN. R. PHILP: Your experience rs pretty 
ancient now; mine is more recent. We do not 
want to send our married people 200, 300, or 
400 miles from a railway. \Vhen people come 
14,000 miles away from their own homes to 
settle here, I think that instead of speaking 
disparagingly of them we should take them by 
the hand and assist them in every possible way 

to make homes for themselves; 
[7 p.m.] and I hope that we shall hear no 

more talk about the right class of 
people not coming to Queensland. I must 
confess that I have never known a better class 
of people to come to Queensland than those 
who are coming at the present time, though 
some few that we do not want may have slipped 
in. I c6ng.ratulate.the hon. member for Dray
ton and Toowoomba on his being placed in 
charge of the Agricuitural Department. I 
never knew before this evening- that the hon. 
member belonged to Queen street. I thought 
he lived in Toowoomba, the centre of a very 
large agricultural district. Referring again 
to married couples coming here, I would sug
!l'est to the Secretary for Agriculture that his 
department might do a little more to encourage 
cotton-growing in Queensland than it is 
doing at the pr,esent time. I believe that if 
properly encouraged cotton-growmg can be 
made one of the biggest export industries of 
the State. Cotton will grow along the coast 
from the T,,·eed River to the Oulf of Carpen
taria, and I should lik<e the Government to 
make a commercial test in eotton production, 
and give the facts concerninp- that tc,st to the 
people of the State, so that they mig-ht learn 
whether cotton can be grown profitably. I 

[Hon. R. Pht:!p. 

rcmem ber that in the old days the Govern
ment gave a bonus of £5 a bale for cotton 
grown in Queensland, and that one year 
10,000 bales were exported from Queensland. 
1\.t that time cotton seed had no marketable 
~-alue and it was burnt; one shipment of it 
did not pay for the freight, but now it i• 
worth from £6 to £8 per ton. If we could 
induce married couples with families to come 
here and engage in cotton-growing, there 
would be no difficulty about labour in the 
industry, as they would be able to harvest 
their own crops and I beheve that the cotton 
produced would' easily be sold in Australia. I 
would suggest that the Government plant 50 
or 100 acres with cotton for two or three years, 
with the view of showing the cost of produc
tion and the financial result of the experiment. 
If that wa,s done, I believe that people ":'ould · 
go in for cotton-growing, and that prtvate 
enterprise would be even more successful than 
the Government. 

:\Ir,. G. P. BARNES: It is being grown in 
Que-ensland successfully. 

HoN. R. PHILP: Only in very small 
quantities. But if it was demonstrated to the 
people that it could be grown sucoessfully and 
profitably, I be~ieve that we sh<;uld_ have more 
people going m for rts cultJVatwn. The 
Department of Agriculture has charge of 
matters pertaining to stock as well as of mat
ters pertaining to agriculture. Fortunately, 
stock are doing; very well in Queensland. at 
the present time, but in some cases I thmk 
the department might help stockow'!ers more 
than it is doing. We should have m charg;o;· 
of stock a man who thoroughly understands 
stock. At the present time I know that some 
stockowners are harassed a good deal by 
inspectors in getting their stock to a meat
work•s. In some cases stock have to be 
dinped needlessly, and that takes off from 
5s: to lOs. per head from the value of the 
cattle. There are some places where there· 
are no ticks, and vet the cattle have to be 
dipped. It appea.rs to me that. sufficieJ!t 
attention is not paid to the stock mdustry m· 
some respects, and ·I hope that. the. new 
J\Iinister will see that more attentiOn rs de
voted to it. I am hopeful that the . hon. 
member for Drayton and Toowoomba. wrll be 
successful in his department. Though not a 
farmer, he has been brought up in an a,gricul
tnral community, and he knows a great d~al 
about farming, and has every sympathy wrth 
the prorlncers of Queensland. I have now 
c1iseussed the questioi1 of immigration and land 
settlement, and have also said something about 
the Land Act that we passed last session. 
There is another Act that we passed last year 
about which I wish to say a few words. and 
that is the \Vatf'r Conservation Act. I am 
sorrv to sav that the administration of that 
Act. has not <riven unive,rsal satisfantion in 
Queensland. The;e is no. ~ct th_a.t I ]~now. of 
with re.O'a.rd to tne admmrstratwn or whrch 
there has been so much dissatisfaction as there· 
has been in connection with that Act. 

JVIr. J. i\1. HuNTER: Want of administration. 

HoN. R. PHILP: I know that people who· 
are prepared to spend large, sums of money in. 
putting down bores have been stopped, and 
are not going on with the, work. 

The TREASURER: It is working very· 
smoothly now. 

RoN. R. PHILP: Since the House last met 
I have had an opportunity of conversing with· 
lVIr. Jack who knows more about. artesian· 
water tha~ any man in Australia. He thinks; 
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that 'Yhere the supply of water in a bore has 
d1m1mshed another bore should be put down, 
and Is still of the opinion that the rainfall 
furmshes the artesian water supply in Queens
land, and that defective piping is the cause of 
the trouble in many cases. It may suit a 
man with money to insist that he shall put 
down casing of 10 inches, 8 inches, and 6 
1pches, but such a condition will stop a. man 
who possesses only a small amount of capital. 
Every encouragement should be given to 
people in the Western district to improve their 
properties by providing water, as that means 
improving the country for the advantage of 
Queensland generally. As far as I know, the 
Act and regulations are not working very 
satisfactorily. I know that the J\Iinister is 
sympathetic, and I trust that he will do all 
he possibly can to a§sist those people in their 
efforts to develop the resources of this great 
State. Turning now to another matter, I am 
glad to see that the Government are going to 
give effect to the recommendations of the 
Sugar Commission with regard to the ereCtion 
of central mills. I have been a consistent advo
cate of the erection of sugar-mills by the 
Government where private enterprise cannot 
or does not do it. \Vhen the original Act 
dealing with this matter was passed it was 
intended that mills should be erected in places 
where the·f!'l was no chance of mills being built 
by the people engaged in the industry. It 
was not intended that central mills should be 
erected to compete with mills owned by 
private persons who had invested their money 
in that way. The Sugar CDmmission recom
mended that the Government should erect a 
10,000-ton mill on the Russell, a 5,000-ton 
mill on the Johnstone, and an 8,000 mill on 
the South Johnstone. If growers are to be 
assisted to get the highest possible price for 
their cane, we should erect bi,g mills. In 
other sugar-producing countries they have 
mills C'apable of crushing 3,000 tons of cane in 
twenty-four hours. That is about three times 
the size of any mill we have in Queensland. 
I think it would be a mistake to erect any 
more small mills, and that instead of putting 
up two or three mills in different localities it 
would be better to erect one large mill in a 
central situation. By doing this we should 
save expense in management, sugar would be 
produced at a cheaper rate, and as a conse
quence the grower would get more for his 
cane. For instance, instead of erecting a. 
mill on the Babinda, as suggested by the com
mission, we might erect a large mill half way 
between the Dahinda and tho Johnstone 
Riv·ers-say on the Russell. I believe that the 
result would be more satisfactory than from 
two smaller mills. The l\Iulgrave Mill, I think, 
pays more per ton for cane than any othe-r 
mill in Queensland. One of their managers 
made a visit to Formosa, and wrote a very 
instructive pamphlet on the mills that crush 
from 500 to 3,000 tons of cane in twenty-four· 
hours. A laro-e mill of that description would 
be suffident for that district, and, as I haYc 
said, it could be worked more oheanlv than 
two or three small mills. There ha.s not been 
much said about mining durin<>: this debate. 
Though not a member for a mining constitu
ency, I have taken a great interest in mininp: 
for many years. The Government should. I 
think, do something for the mining industry 
of Queensland. There may possibly be differe1~t 
opinions among members as to what should be 
done, but there is one thing which I think 
all will agree should be done, and tha,t is to 
give railway communication to mining centres. 

I have been waiting for a long time to see 
what could be done to assist the mining indus
try, but I beli<?ve that if we provided mining 
sentres with ·railway facilities we should do 
a great deal for the industry. There· are 
several mining centres without railway com
munication to-day, and if the Government are 
going to build lines in the North I hope they 
will not foqet to build some lines in mining 
centres. I will not suggest where they 
should build those lines. 

An HoNOcRABLE :.\1E~!BER: One to Mount 
1\lulligan. 

BoN. R. PHILP: I understand that the 
Chillagoe Company intend building- a line to 
Mount Mulligan, which is a coalfield. 

An HoNOURABLE :MEMBER: Why not the 
Government? 

BoN. R. PHILP : If other people are will
ing- to build the railway, why should the Go
vernment do the work? The Chillagoe Com
pany have spent a lot of money-ove» 
£1,000,000-in that district, and they have not 
paid any dividends yet. And if they can 
build the line to this coalfield, I, for one, will 
not object to them doing- it. If that is done, 
I think it is about as much as we can do at 
the present time for our coalfields. If the 
recommendations of the Mining Commission 
which visited our State mines during the 
recess are carried out, that will also help the 
miners. If the Government will bring in a 
measure to that effect, I will give my sym
pathy to it. I understand that under the 
J\lines Regulation Act which we pa.ssed last 
year, regulations can be framed to deal with 
ali of the recommendations made by the 
Mining Commission. If that is so, it is a 
good thing-, and it should be done. There is 
one other matter I wish to speak about be
fore I sit down, and that is railways. Last 
session we pe.ssed a big scheme for the con
struction Df a Great W·estern and a Great 
Northern Railway. 

Mr. LENNON: Also Port Alma Railway. 
BoN. R. PI-IILP : That was the session 

before last. That is done with now. In con
nection with our Great Western Railway, 
there is a. great diversion of opinion as to 
how the routes should be carried out, and if 
hon. members will refer to the remarks which 
I made when that railway was going through 
the House, they will see that I advocated 
certain routes to be followed. With regard 
to the routes from Townsville, I had no fault 
to find with them. I found fault with both 
the Central and Southern routes. Since the 
House closed last session I took advantag-e of 
an opportunity of going out West and seeing 
for myself the proposed railway route from 
W allal to Tobermory, which was the one we 
passed last year. The people west of Charle
ville are only of one opinion, and that is, 
that it would be a mistake to take the line 
to Tobcrmorv at all. The line should have 
gone west from Charleville, and should have 
gone thence to vVindorah. At any rate, it 
should not have gone further south than 
Erom.anga. 

Mr. RYAN: You want the North and South 
to rob the Central district. 

HoN. R. PHILP: It would not rob the 
Central district one iota if the line went from 
'Valla! to Eromang-a. Persona,lly, I do not 
think that the line should go from Blackall 
at all. It should really go from Longreach. 
(Hear, hear !) I said that last session, and I 
say so again. Before we spend too much 
money on that extension let us get experts' 

Hon. R. Philp.] 
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opinion as to the best route. I voted for that 
Bill, and I would vote for it again, because I 
think it is a good thing to put railways in 
our Western districb, but if the line were 
taken from Charleville to Eromanga instead 
of from Charleville to Tobermory, it would 
be much better for the people west of Charle
ville. The further south you take the line 
the more .diffieult it is to bui:d, the poorer 
the country beoomes, and the less country you 
serve. I hope the Minister will make every 
inquiry before he spends too much money on 
this Western line. We passe·d that W·estern 
Railway on the report of Mr. Amos, who went 
over the country in a motor-car. No harm 
has been done so far. I think we have been 
wise to tell the people of \Y estern Queensland 
that we are going to connect that part of the 
country with a railway. 

Mr. RYAN: Brisbane. 

HoN. R. PHILP: No, not Brisbane. Bris
bane gets less out of that extension than 
either Rockhampton or Townsville. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That is so. 

HoN. R. PHILP: Townsville benefits 
most, Rockhampton next, and Brisbane next. 

Mr. HARDACRE : Sydney comes third. 

HoN. R. PHILP: Sydney does not come 
in at all. 

Mr. MuRPHY: What if it does? As good 
Australians we should be glad that Sydney 
benefits by it. 

HoN. R. PHILP: Personally, I should like 
to see a line built from Cunnamulla to 
Bourke. (Hear, hear !) That is the proper 
line to build, notwithstanding what the news
papers say. I say that this House would be 
quite justified in building that line if New 
South Wales would build the line to the 
Tweed River. If that were done', then for 
every £1 of trade that we would lose through 
building the Cnnnamulla line we would gain 
£10 of trade that would come in by the 
Tweed River. (Hear, hear!) I was pleased 
to hear the Premier say he intended to build 
that line from Coolangatta to South Brisbane 
-on the 4 feet 8! inches gauge. The Govern
ment of which I was a member built that 
last section of railway to the Tweed River, 
and we made provision in the formation and 
in connection with the bridges and tunnels 
for a 4 feet 8!- inches gauge to be carried 
over them. We recognised that it would be 
a good thing to join with New South Wales 
some day, and it would be better to have 
that 70 miles built on the 4 feet 8~ inches 
gauge. More than that I would not support. 
I think tha't the 3 feet 6 inches gauge is the 
best gauge for Queensland, and it will be good 
(JllOugh to develop Queensland with. 

Mr. RYAN: You advocate that the Western 
line should not start from Blackall. 

HoN. R. PI-IILP: I think it would be better 
for Queensland and better for Rockhampton 
if that line started from Longreach instead of 
from Blackall. I said so last session, and I 
always said so. I hope that the Minister will 
make due inquiry before he goes too far wi£h 
that extension. Of course the extension must 
g-o on, as we want to co.nnect our Western 
lines, but let us make no mistake at the start. 

Mr. RYAN: Yon want the line to go north 
and south from the Central division? 

HoN. R. PHILP: No; I want the North, 
Centre, and South to get their legitimate 
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business-no more, no less. It would be a 
mistake to take the line from there to Wm
dorah, as it would rob the South. 

Mr. RYAN: Did not Winton rob the Central 
district? 

HoN. R. PHILP: No. I lived . in TGwns
ville before there was a mile of ra1lway bmlt 
there, and the trade o.f Winton came to To~ns
ville then. I was a storekeeper in Townsvill.e, 
and I starled the first man who started m 
Winton. He shifted to Pelican _Waterhole, 
which is now \Vinton, and set up m busmess. 

• The trade on Winton always belonged to 
Townsville, and only went to .Rockhampton 
for a 'few years after the extenswn of the !me 
to Longreach was carried. out. If you come 
to distance's, T~ongreach IS mnch nearer to 
Townsviile than it is to. Rockhamptor Th~t 
may seem strange. Yet t!1e TownsviLe peop.e 
do not want tho Longreach trade. 

Mr. HARDACRE: And Che.rkville is nearer 
to Rookhampton than to Brisbane. 

HoN. R. PHILP: Quite so, and the Ro;::~
ha1Ylpto,n people do not want the Charloville 
trad.e. If you carry the line to Tobermory you 
escape all the good sheep co':'ntry, and the 
line will not pay. If you take 1t to Eromanga 
vou O'et the bulk of the sheep traffic and the 
line ~viii pay. . 

M:r. ALLEN: Why not go to. Windorah? 

HaN. R. PHILP: That would be better 
still but we cannot advocate \Vindorah, as our 
Cen'tral Queensland friends will say that we 
are robbing them. 

Mr. RYAN: I should think so. 

HoN. R. PI-HLP: I would be satisfied to 
see the line go to Eromanga. 

Mr. RYAN: The experts are against that 
connection al to.gether. 

HoN. R. PI-HLP: Mr. Amos :vas not s~re 
whether to recommend Charleviile to Vim
dorah or Charleville to Tobermory, but some
thing 'between the two places might meet ,the 
objections of the So.uth and Centre. It CiOCS 

not affect the North at all. .Nor would It 
affect the Centre if they conhncwd the lm.e 
from Longreach south,west. Longreach IS 

60 miles west of Blackall, and you would save 
all that mileage if you adopted Longreach 
instead of Blackall. At the present time the 
Blackall line will only be in competition 'Yith 
the Longreach line. It is, pe~haps, a senous 
thing to say that we made a m;stake last year, 
but 'I am more convinced than ever tha.t we 
made a mistake when we ran the line as we 
did last year. If you loo.k up my speech you 
will see what I said on that occasion, and I 
repeat it now. Build the line to Ero,manga 
now, and some day you will have to build 
another line from Cunnamulla to Thargo
mindah. If the line is ta.ken to Tobermory, 
then that line to Thargomindah will never be 
built. I advise my Central friends to seriously 
consider if it would not be better to go from 
Longreach instead of from Blackall. 

Mr. RYAN: There is room for bo,th. 

HoN. R. PHfLP: In time we will get both, 
but at the present time one is ampl,e. I hope 
that the Minister will consult his officials, 
because thev know more about it since they 
have beeri out there than they did when the 
line was passed. 

Mr. HARDACRE: ·would you advise him to 
accept tnis amendment. as it would mean an 
infringement of policy? 
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HoN. R. PHILP: There is no infringement 
of policy about it. It is a matter o>f detail 
only. 

Mr. RYAN: Make it more Queen street. 
HoN. R. PHILP: Queen street has nothing 

to do with it. One han. gentleman on that 
side talked about Messrs. 'l'olmie, Grant, and 
Macartney being Queen-street Ministers. 
Why, Mr. Tolm e comes from Toowoomba, 
and Mr. Grant from Rockha.mpton, and Mr. 
Macartney from Brisbane. 

Mr. FoLEY: No one from the North. 
HoN. R. PHILP: Mr. Paget comes from 

the North. There are not many on this side 
who represent Northern seats. There were 
only two, and 1lr. Paget was sele_cted, and I 
think they made a very good selectwn. (Hear, 
hear!) 

Mr_- FOLEY: What about yourself? 
HoN. R. PHILP': I was like you, I was not 

a candidate. (Laughter.) I do not think the 
Minister would he altering the Government 
policy to take the line the way I suggest. 
The trade in the Central district would not 
be injured at all. 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: You advocated last year 
linking up closer, and that is what we wanted. 

HoN. R. PHILP: As we kno.w the country 
better we can come in closer. I have an open 
mind on the matter. This House should n'::t 
take sides on railways. Every railway brought 
in should be left fo.r the House to dec:de. 
Every line I brought in in this House not 
one was made a party question. In fact, I 
brought in one railway that I voted against 
myself. rLaughter.) Sir Hugh Nelson al~ays 
laid it down that there should be a d1stmct 
vote of the House on every railway, and they 
should not be party questions at all. I was 
defeated on railway proposals, but I did not 
look on them as defeat.s of the Government. 
I voted aga:nst several railways brought in 
by the Governmcnt-\or instance, Port Alma. 
I also voted agamst tne Childers Railway. I 
gave the Government good sound adviCe on 
that line, and they will find it out. 

Mr. HARDACRE: You gave good advice about 
Port Alma to.o. 

HoN. R. PHILP: But I am only one in
dividual in the House. I think it is my duty 
to tell the House what l know about railways 
and what I know a:bout the country, and I 
know more about these lines now than I 
did when they were going through last year. 
I have seen Eromanga and consulted the 
people there, and they laugh at the idea ?f 
going to Toberrnory. There IS nothmg m 

Tobermory to go for, and I think 
[7.30 p.m.] the hon. member for Mitchell can 

tell you that too. There was a 
diversity of opinion on the other side of the 
House, too, about this matter; we were not 
all of the one opinion. A great deal of that 
trade i,s coming to Brisbane now, an,d will 
continue to come here no matter what line 
we build. I do not know that the Brisbane 
people want to get any trade belonging to 
the Central dist;rict, nor should the Central 
district want to get trade coming to Bris
bane, and I believe in carrying that line to 
Eromanga. They want to take it to Ero
manga, but by a roundabout way. It would 
be wise now to take the line from W allal to 
Eromanga, and I think it would be wise also 
to consider the question of connecting it with 
Longreach instead of with Blackall. That 
is not so much my concern. It is a matter 
for the Western members in the House and 

the Government t1hemselves. I . thought it 
was a bold scheme last :year, and I think so 
now. I think it is a splendid idea to extend 
out our Western railways. All the Western 
railways pay well now. Tliey are the. best 
paying lines in Queensland, and there IS no 
reason to doubt If they are earned further· 
west on the proper lines, they will pay. I 
congratulate the Government in the pro
gramme they have put before us this year. 
I hope they will carry through most of their 
measures. In detail, I do not suppose all 
members will agree, but I say it ig an honest 
endeavour to do something for the people of 
Queensland. I am glad also to be able to 
con~-ratulate the people of Queensland on 
their present prosperous conditions. I hope 
the good seasons will be long continued, and· 
I hope we •shall continue to bring more 
people here to enjoy those conditions. (Hear,. 
hear!) I hope the Government will keep up 
to their spirited public works policy. I am 
quite satisfied it is the policy we want. It 
is tho policy we can !)arry out now, and 
perhaps in ten years' time, when the £1 5s. a 
head will cease, we mav not be in a position 
to carrv it out. Vv e want something to fall 
hack on when that £1 5s. a head ceases, and 
I say if a proper public works policy is 
carried out then we might be independent of 
any assistance we get from the Federal Go
vernment. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
·> 1\lr. PAYNE (:1Iitcheli) : I am going to 
open my remarks on this question by pointing 
out some of the measures than are omitted 
in the Government programme, and which I 
think s-hould have been included. The state
ment of the Premier the other night in telling 
the House he was not prepared to introduce 
a Trade Disputes Bill seems to me an extra
ordinary thing. In is extraordinary when we
recognise that a great number of members on 
the Government side of the House are 
pledged to a Trade Disputes Bill. At the 
last general election a number of members on. 
that side of the House went before the-. 
elect<ors of Queensland and made capital out_ 
of this particular measure. They went to
great extremes, and I may say to a great 
expense, in boosting up the factJ that they 
were supporting a Trade Di-sputes Bill. 

Hon. R. PHrLP : 'Will you guarantee it_ 
will stop all disputes? 

Mr. PAYNE: No, but I think iu would go 
in that direction. It does seem extraordinary,_ 
after all the boasting, and all the talk about 
democracy in queensland, for the leader of 
the Government to get up and say he is not 
prepared to place a measure that they have 
in England on the statute-book of Queensland .. 
The hon. member who has just resumed his 
seat pointed out the great inconvenience 
that the Rights in Water and Water Conser
vation Act is creating in some parts of 
Queensland. I intend to have a good deal to 
say on that matter, because that particular 
quest.ion has been brought prominently Be
fore my notice during the recess. I find that 
that Act is creating great hardship in my 
electorate. Two selectors-lYir. Ferguson of 
\Vestbourne, and Mr. Blythe of Aramac
approached me and distinctly told me they 
have b0en waiting four or five months for 
permission to sink a bore. Any han. member 
who has any common sense and who knows 
anvthing of the surroundings of Western 
Queensland, must know very well it is a great 
hardship for a man to be four or five months 
in securing water for his stock. As a matter.-

Mr. Payne.l 
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of fact, the whole of his stock might have 
died in the meantime, or, apart from that, he 
would be put to the expense of ·&hifting them 
somewhere else. Then again, a plant to do 
this work is not always availruble in ·western 
·Queensland, and the men who own plants 
.are not going to wait four or five months t.o 
sink an artesian or a sub-artesian bore for 
any particular man, because the demand for 
that kind of work out there is pretty great 
just now. There is no doubt about the hard
ship that has been created in both those cases. 
Again, Mr. Ferguson, of West bourne, who is 
.a man of more than ordinary intelligence, 
distinctly told me that it would require a 
.surveyor to fill up the form of application. 
I have seen one mysel£-a E~keteh plan, and 
the mode of applying for this permission, 
ancl I confess to this House that the whole 
thing was foreign to me, and I really would 
not have known how to fill in this form to 
make application for permission to sink a 
bore. The whole thing is ridiculous. I said 
last year, when the Act was being discussed, 
that it was the most lopsided measure ever 
introduced in the House, and I say so now. I 
think it is the dut(Y of the Government, if 
~hey d:o not care about introducing an amend
mg Bill, to at once alter the regulations in 
·such w way that they will relieve the people 
~ho are suffering hardship at the present 
i1~me. 

Mr. HAMILTON: The regulations are the 
whole trouble. 

])4:r. PAYNE: It is said the regulations 
demand three cases from the surface to the 
bottom. I am not a man who knows every
thing, but I claim to have a little practical 
knowledge of artesian bores and while it 
may be a wise thing for the 'Government to 
see that all artesian bores in the future are 
sunk in such a way that they will permit, if 
necessary, of them being closed down without 
injury-:-!. say while that may be wise, I 
thmk It IS altogether wrong for this Govern
ment or any other Government to enforce 
·extra expense on anyone who is trying to 
·develop this count~ry. I am very doubtful 
whether it is necessary to have three cases 
from the surface. I have read portion of the 
matter that was sent along to Mr. Blythe, 
and I find the depaTtment are demanding a 
special brand of casing. That mav be all 
nght. -

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: They 
have allowed other casing to be used when 
there was not! sufficient procurable of the 
special brand of casing. 

Mr. PAYNE: 'rhey may have allowed it. 
I am telling the Minister what has actually 
tabm place, and I a~ not adding one iota. 
Wh1le 111 may be a wise thmg to demand a 
good quality of casing, still the matter should 
be considered when they talk about demand
mg three sets of casing from the surface to 
the botto~. The whole of the regulations 
want alte1:mg w1thout a moment's delay. I 
do not thmk the present Government is wil
fully putting obsuacles in the way of people 
w~o want to get on in business. I do not 
thmk any sane body of men would want to 
do that, but I. may tell the Government they 
have been domg that as far as this Act is 
concerned. What they are doing at the pre
sent moment; I do not know. 
. The PREMIER: They are getting the regula

tiOns amended. I can tell you that. 

Mr. PAYNE: I hope the Government will 
pay attention to this matter at once, becaus~ 
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what I have said I have said in an honest 
way, and I have got the information from 
the men direct. Something has also been said 
in reference to the railways that were passed 
last year. I remember on that occasion I 
pointed out that the routes were altogether 
wrong. As a matter of fact, I moved an 
amendment to substitute Longreach for 
Blackall, but it was defeated. I say again, 
after going over the country and listening to 
the men who have been there vears and 
years, men not directly interested in the rail
ways one way or the other-they say Long
reach should be the starting plaoo for that 
line, and not Blackall. I also pointed out 
that the line should go direct from Charlo
ville. 

The PREi\HER: Direct from Charleville? 

Mr. PAYNE: Direct from Charleville i;o 
Adavale. If you Jive long enough in Queens
land, and meet me la.ter on--

The PREMIER: Hereafter? (Loud laughter.) 

Mr. PAYNE: I do not mean what the 
hon. gentleman means, although I do not 
mind if he meets me there. vV estern men 
who know the country and have no interest 
one way or the other-it does not. matter a 
straw which way the railway runs-tho&e 
men who have travelled and worked in that 
co':'ntry laugh when they hear of a line 
bemg run from Walla! to Tobermory. I 
said last year it runs in a dog's hind leo
kind of fashion, and will really be c•f n~ 
good to anyone. I say again thac line 
should run direct from Charleviile to Ada
vale, and straight on across the Cooper at 
the only good crossing on the Coop•Jr--·on 
the old Windorah crossing that ha..; been 
there for thirty odd years. I do not know 
whether it is generally known that bP,W<lon 
that crossing and the South Australian 
corder, six months after a heavV rain lJO 
man can cross the Cooper, yet you are 
rcmning the line bet-n0en that crossing and 
~he So':'th Austr.alian border. It is a p.ecu
nar thmg that m the old days, wh"'n thev 
had no scientific knowledge, the bullock
drivers always discovered the best routes 
for our railways. What is known as the_, 
Seven-mile Crossing on the Coop•·lr, which 
has been used for the last thirty vears for 
road traffic, is practically the onlY crossino: 
on the Cooper, and that is where the rail
way should' cross. It is 7 miles on tho 
Windorah road towards Charleville. I hope 
that the Government will, even at his late 

.a-ive the matter earnest consideration 
if possible, alter the route so as t~ 

serve the best intere~t~ of the people. I 
also notice the followmg paragraph in the 
Gm-crnor's Speech: 

advisers are therefore making earne:~t 
and, is thought, successful efforts to en
courage imn1igrants of the most suitable type 
to settle amongst us. It is confidently hoped 
that the recent appointment of special immi·· 
gretion agents in England. Scotland, and 
Ireland will have .results in the highest degree 
sati;;:;fa.ctory." 

I cannot P';SS 'nor this matter. without say
mg that th1s House should take some notice 
of Dr. Taylor's remarks in another place. 
I think it is the duty of the Govern
ment to see that our fem>tie immigrants on 
the voyage out are protected in such a way 
ihat thev do not land here in the state which 
_Dr. Taylor describes. As far as immigration 
;~ concerned, I have always thought that 
I~ the Government would make the condi
twns of the country better you would have 
the very best class of immigrants coming of 
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.their own accord. If we were to devote the 
money spent in immigration to bettering· 
the conditions of our own native population 
the result would be marvellous within five 
years. I have heard a good deal about 
placing immigrants on the -land; year after 
year 1 have heard members on the Govern
ment side say that these immigrants are 
not coming to compete against the ordinary 
labourer, but to fill up our spare places. 
vVhy, there are hundreds of our native-born 
who cannot get land ! Take the three selec
tions which were opened in my electorate 
last year-one on Rodney and two on Beacons
field, for which there were over 100 appli
cants for each block. The first thing the 
Government should do is to sec that the 
people who are already here get a chance; 
as a matter of fact, I think the Govern
ment have been trying to push the peo
ple off the land. The hon. member for 
·Gregory made some remarks in reference 
to a case that happened in my electorate. 
·On the resumed portion of Evesham there 
was one man who was fortunate enough 
to draw last year, and when he got 
permission to occupy, he discovered that 
the boundaries were not those originally 
indicated. I am sorry that the Minister is 
not here. I have the maps here, and therv 
.is no doubt this was a very glaring case. 
The result was that the man was compalled 
to forfeit his selection, because they had 
taken every particle of water that was on 
the selection. 'that kind of thing speaks 
for itself. This is the map of the selection 
which I have here. Then I have another 
map, which I call a secret map, because it 
was never issued to the public; it was sent 
along to the shire council, and it shows that 
the whole of the stock route and this parti
·cular water was cut off. I will hand these 
maps to the Minister. ~ have made some 
inquiries, and find that the whole thing 
was done in the Surveyor-General's Office. I 
have never seen the Surveyor-General, but 
if he is going to stop people from going on 
the land in this way, what is the use of 
the officers of the Lands Department inter
fering in the matter at all? What is the 
use of their being anxious to place people 
en the land if there is an officer of the 
Survey Department who does this kind of 
thing? It is a great shame that a map 
should be issued to the general public defin
ing the boundarie.s, and a map then comes 
out depriving a man of the whole of tho 
watercour$e. I understand that the selec .. 
tion is t6 be opened on the 8th of next 
month, with the water portion included. 
Vlhile speaking- on land matters, there was 
an amendment suggested in the Land Bill 
last session which the Minister would not 
accept. It came from the other place; and 
appeared to me to be a good amendment, 
and I a1n sorrv that members on our 
side did not see their way to support 
that is, partnerships in selections. I have 
thoul'ht the matter over since, and am cer
tain I was correct in what I said then. I 

certain that it would have been one of 
best means of getting some of our West

ern men settled on the land. There might 
be two or three shearers with sufficient 
money between l.hem to take up a selection. 
and one might reside on it, and the other 
make I!OOd money until such time as thev 
got a start. Someone said during the de
bate that it would get back into the hands 
of the big moneyed man. Let me say that 
there is not one selection in the whole of 
Central Queensland which has not started 
business with borrowed money from finan
cial institutions. I can see no difference 

bctwec~ allowing a man to go to a financial 
mst1tutwn to borrow money and allowing 
hun to go m as a J?>ll'tlllor with a man 
who. has the money, s1_mply by giv_ing him 
an mterest m the holdmg. What dirference 
IS there between that and two men going 
into partnership in anything else? There is 
no argument in saying that if you have to 
go to a man for monev that in the end he 
will lDsc the lot, because if that were" true 
the banks would hold all the selections in 
Central Queensland. There is only one in
dustry in Central Queensland, and that is 
grazing, and there is not one selector who 
has been able to start without assistance 
either from a financial institution or some 
friend who had money. I hope the Govern
ment will reconsider this matter of partner
ships in selections. (Hear, hear !) There 
would be no corruption at all. Nearly all 
the Western members ha vo a keen !~now
ledge of that locality, and they know there 
would be nothing wrong to allow two work-

men to legitimately go partners 
[8 p.n:L] in a selection. I hope that the 

Government will consider the 
matter, and include that provision in the 
land la:vs of the State. Ther~ is one para
graph m the Speech on whfch I wish to 
say !" few .words, and that is the paragraph 
dealmg With the recent referendum. It 
reads- · 

"It is a matter fo~ rejoicing that at the recent 
referendum the Comn1onweaith Government's 
proposals,. which, if adopted, would have made 
a senous Inroad into the self-governing powers 
~f the ~ta;tes, were rejected by an overwhelm

·mg maJority. In consequence of this rejection 
it has been suggested by the Government of 
New South Wales that a conference of State 
Premiers be held in order to discuss whether it 
might not be desirable to surrender to the 
.co::nmonwealth certain legislative rights, which, 
1t .Is _contended, the States cannot exercise as 
effectively a~ the Commonwealth. My advisers 
have no ob]ectwn to the holding of such a 
conf~rence, and will welcome the fullest dis
cussion of the subject referred to." 

It is gratifying to know that even the Go
v<;rnment of Quee1,1sland recognise that some 
of the powers whwh were asked for by the 
Natio_nal Parliam.,;;nt last year can be better 
exercmed by tho J:< ederal Parliament than bv 
the State Parliament. But it appears to me a 
piece of front for any Government to make 
such a suggestion as is contained in that 
paragraph after the people of the Common
wealth h~d smd at the ballot-box that thev 
were agamst any such alteration. I am sorry 
~hat the referendum was not carried, but see
mg that the _People decided against the pro
posals submitted, I thmk the Government 
should wait in this m':tter until the people 
reverse or modify then expressed opinion. 
As br as I can judge, the Commonwealth 
Pa:hament }ast year simply asked powers 
whwh the rramers believed the Common
w~mlt!1 Parliament possessed under the Con
stitutiOn. That opinion is borne out by 
fac~s. The framers of the Constitution were 
satisfied that the Federal Parliament had 
c:'rtain powers, until the High Court de
Cided that they were not acting within the 
fouy corners of the Constit.ution. Even the 
Reid Government brought m a Bill provid
mg that the National Parliament should deter
mine what wages should be paid to persons 
employed on and around railways in the 
Commonwealth, and that measure was sup
ported by ¥r. Cook. But t~e High Court 
ruled that u was not constitutional. The 
Deakin Government, believing that tho 
Cr;mmonwealth Parliament possessed cer· 
tam powers, passed a measure dealing with 
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the new protection, and that, too, was ruled 
out by the High Court. Those facts show 
that members of the Federal Parliament 
were. under the impression that the National 
Parliament had the power they asked for 
last year. The Act with reference to com
pensation to seamen is ridiculous as inter
preted by the High Court. The court has 
ruled that if a seaman travelling between 
Melbourne and Sydney meets with an acci
dent, he is entitled to compensation, but 
that if he meets with an accident travelling 
between Sydney and Newcastle he is not 
entitled to compensation, because he is tra
velling within the waters of one State. It 
would be far better to have no law at all 
providing for compensation to seamen than 
a law of that kind. Despite all that has 
been said about State rights, I hope that 
before very long the people of the Common
wealth will give this matter an honest con
sideration. If they do, I am satisfied that 
they will give the National Parliament the 
power to do national work. One would 
imagine when listening to the Premier that 
the National Parliament of Australia asked 
for powers which were not enjoyed by any 
National Parliament in the civilised world. 
[ have looked up this matter, and I find 
that such powers are possessed by the 
National Parliaments in Canada, South 
Africa, Germany, and Switzerland. In Ger
many, whatever the Reichstag does is law. 
In Canada they have a court, but that court 
has the power of appointing officials who 
move the whole concern. South Africa is 
really a unification of States, because they 
have provinces with a national Parliament, 
which is the dictator in everything. It ap
pears to me that the people of Australia 
made a great mistake in following too 
slavishly the American system of federation 
when framing the Commonwealth Constitu
tion. The framers of the Constitution had 
the advantage of knowing the defects of the 
American Constitution, and of the great 
evils that exist there with reference to com
bines and trusts, which cannot be effectively 
dealt with by the States. The opinion I 
have expresed is confirmed by a letter I 
~ead in the Courier last year, in which a 
cattle-breeder from Australia who had 
visited America stated that if trusts got their 
hands on the herds of Australia as trusts 
had got their hands on the herds of America, 
it would be a sorry day for Australia. But 
while I say that if we are going t<>. have a 
National Parliament we should give that 
Parliament nower to do national work, I 
do not mean to intimate that it is pos
sible for one Parliament to do the whole 
of the internal work of the different States. 
A Parliament sitting at Yass-Canberra 
could not do the whole of the internal 
work of Queensland as well as it could 
be done by a local Parliament. As a 
matter of fact, I am in favour of cutting 
up Queensland into a number of smaller 
States. Ever since we have been a separate 
State this Assembly has been controlled by 
Brisbane and the metropolitan area. As 
one representing a country district, I know 
only too well what that means. 'What 
amount of Government money is spent in 
country electorates compared with the 
amount spent in the Southern electorates? In 
my own electorate, which is absolutely one 
of the best revenue-producing districts in 
Queensland, the only Government money 
circulated is a few pounds now and then 
ltnt to the local shire councils, and that 
money is paid back with interest. I say the 
Longreach Railway Station is a disgrace to 
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any Government, and I have been advocat'· 
ing the erection of a new station there for.
a long time, but with no success. I have: 
pointed out the inconveniences of the pre-, 
sent station, and the Government always saT 
that they have no money available to make~ 
the necessary improvements and build a, 
better station. The revenue from that place: 
last year amounted to £60,000 or £70,000; 
and though the Government have no mqney
to spend on a new railway station there,, 
they can spend £7,000 or £8,000 in a dis
trict where the revenue does not amount to: 
£8,000. That is not a fair thing, and I hope
the Government will take the matter seri
ously into consideration, and give a better, 
deal to the vV estern portions of the State. 
Very few Ministers bother their heads to go• 
to those parts of the State. As long as they 
get revenue from them that is all they care· 
about. I think it is the duty of the Govern
ment to take some notice of the petitions' 
which have been sent in to the Railway De
partment with regard to this particular 
railway station. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: '\Vhat rail
v;ay is that? 

Mr. PAYNE: I think the Minister will 
find a pile of papers in his office dealing 
with the matter. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You mean· 
the Longreach Railway Station? 

Mr. PAYNE: Yes. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I thought· 

you wanted a railway? 

Mr. PAYNE: Yes, I want a railway 
too. I moved an amendment. on a railway 
proposal last year to take the extension 
from Longreach instead o£ from Blackall, 
and I should like to see that proposal 
adopted. In any case, I think the Gm-orn_ 
ment ought to attend to the matter of th'2t 
Longreach Railway Station. I have brought 
the matter before successive Ministers, end 
they have always told me that there was no 
money available for the purpose. In reply 
I have asked, vVhere is all the money that 
the Government have drawn from the dis
trict? but have got no satisfactory answer to 
my query. The fact is they spend the money 
down here, which is not a fair thing. Ther0 
is a list of measures in the Speech, includ
ing a Bill to amend the Agricultural Bank 
Act, a Bill to amend the State Education 
Act, and so forth, but I shall say nothing 
about them. I should, however, like to 
a few words about the proposed Bill 
amend the vVorkers' Dwellings Act. I have 
had a great many applications from persons 
who have already built a house, but not 
under the provisions of that Act, and who 
want money to make improvements to their 
houses. But I find that they cannot get 
advances under the present Workers' Dwell
ings Act. It appears to me that if a man 
has a decent building on the place it is 
really more of an asset to the Government 
than a bare allotment. I cannot see why 
that man should not have some considera
tion extended to him to improve a house 
that was not build under the provisions of 
this Act. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 'l'hat ';-auld 
be a dangerous thing to start. 
. Mr. PAYNE: How dangerous • I pnt it 
m my own way, and I would like you to 
point <:mt where it i.s dangerous. The thing 
Is as Simple as walkmg out of this Chamber. 
Under the present Act if a man has an allot
ment of ground you will advance him a sum 
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of money to build a house, but if a man has 
got a house and a piece of ground and h3 
wishes to enlarge that house, he cannot avail 
himself of the facilities of this Act. I say 
that the man with the house and land is a 
bigger asset than the man with the bare 
allotment. Where is the risk? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That is a 
different matter. 

Mr. PAYNE: You said there was a risk. 
I reckon that the man with the house has a 
right to come to the Government and ask for 
money to put up two or three rooms. I hope 
the Government will give the matter con
sideration. I hope they will also give con
sideration to the administration of the Water 
Conservation BilL I hope they will move in 
this matter of the Water Conservation Bill at 
once. It is an urgent matter so far as the 
Western people are concerned, especially 
those who want water. It is getting a dry 
time there now. I do not suppose any bodv 
o( men would wilfully keep people from get
ting water, but that is exactly what this Go
vernment is doing. 

Mr. HARDACRE (Leich!wrrlt): We all 
listened with a groat deal of pleasure to the 
speech of the senior member for Townsville-. 
In his remarks he displayed a great Jeal vf 
practical knowledge and a great deal of 
sagacious wisdom. The hon. gentleman's 
speech was very interesting, especially h.s 
strong comments which were in oppositiuil +o 
the views held by the party he is followin~;. 
I do not intend to-night to discuss the vari<J>ls 
Bills mentioned in the Governor's Speech, 
because I think it will be much better to deal 
with them when they come forward. 'J'he 
Governor's Speech gives me a chance of mak
ing some general observations which I pre
pose to take advantage of to-night. Fir-t of 
all I think it is due to myself to make some 
remarks about the death of the late ll«n. 
J. T. Bell, as one who came into the House 
in the same year as he did. I have to ex
press a few words as a tribute to his memory. 
I knew him in this Chamber as a private 
member, as a Minister, and as Speaker of 
this House. I think tbat as Minister for 
Lands he made a most excellent Minister. 
I have always said that he made perhaps one 
of the best Ministers for Lands who ever 
occupied that position since I have been in 
the Chamber. He carried out a real progres
sive administration of the department. As 
Speaker, I feel sure I am expressing the 
opinions of all when I say that he uphe1d 
the high dignity of that position as a Speak<Jr 
should do. As a private member-in fact, in 
all capacities-although politically opposed 
to me, he was always courteous, and he 
always showed himself to be not only a 
scholar and an excellent administrator, but 
also a gentleman. I also wish to express my 
deep appreciation of the Chief Secretary's 
expression of deep sorrow at the ill-fated 
disaster which happened to the "Yongala," 
and I am glad to note that that sorrow is 
not felt merely by one party in this House 
but by all parties. I wish to offer my con
gratulations to the Chief Secretary on attain
ing the very high position he occupies to-day, 
a position which I believe came to him with
out any self-seeking on his own part. I also 
desire to say that I think he will be an im
provement on his predecessor. I think he 
will bring in this House more kindliness and 
oourtesy towards members of the Opposition, 
which will conduce to the better carrying on 
of the business of the House. The late Pro-
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mier, the Hon. W. Kidston, was alleged to 
be a strong man. Well, I am of the opinion 
that we have a man in the position of Chief 
Secretary who is in reality a much stronger 
man than the hon. gentleman who previously 
occup!ed that position. The Premier gave 
us a little story from JEsop's Fables the other 
day, and I hope he will not object to my 
eul?gistic ';'Se of another ?f JEsop's Fables, 
whwh I m1ght apply to him and his prede
cessor. The sun and the south wind had a 
dispute as to which was the stronger of the 
two, and they entered into a contest to prove 
it, the winner being the one who could 
soonest make a traveller take off his coat. The 
wind blew with great vigour, but this only 
h~d the effect of making the traveller wrap 
his coat more closely about him. Then the 
sun took a turn, and, shining out in all his 
kind!iness, his warm rays had the effect of 
makmg the traveller remove his coat. I am 
of opinion that the courtesv of the Ohiei 
Secretary will lead to a return of courtesy 
from members on this side of the House and 
it will lead to the better conduct of the 'busi
ness of the Chamber rather than having con
tinual irritation and antagonism and trouble 
such as w-as caused by the self-wille-d obstinacy 
and bad temper sometimes displayed by the 
late Premier, who, with all his many other 
qualities, had those defects. Whilst express
ing my congratulations to the, Premier, I 
should also like to express my wonder and 
surprise at the mysterious disappearance 
from the political life of this House of the 
late Premier, the Hon. W. Kidston. It is a 
remarkable thing and a strange thing in
-dee-d that the hon. gentleman, in the full 
vigour of his life and ambition, engaged 
with high schemes, great railway schemes, 
and other matters of policy, should suddenly 
disappear from political life. 

Mr. RYAN: His party would not carry out 
the Rockhampton programme. 

Mr. HARDACRE: He was here one day in 
the full vigour of political ambition, and 
.anot~eT -daY: he goes-whisked out of politi
cal life, as It were, by some power of necro
mancy; or, to put it in another way, as sud
denly as if he fell through a trap-door. 
(Laughter.) I thought we would have had 
some explanation from the Premier as to 
how that sudden and mysterious disappear
ance came about. 

Mr. RYAN: It was because they would not 
carry out the Rockhampton programme. 

Mr. HARDACRE: There seems to be a 
dark and fearsome mystery about it, a~ dark 
and fearsome as the fate of the "Yongala," 
and I feel certain that it is the duty of the 
Premier to give this House and the country 
some exp],anation of it .a,s to why the han. 
ge~tl_emar: so suddenly disappeared from 
politiCal life. Hon. gentlemen opposite main
tain a strange silence over this matter. Let 
me say that it is quite certain that the Hon. 
Mr. Kidston did not intend to retire from 
political life so suddenly, because we know 
that at the closing hours of the last session 
the leader of the Opposition asked Mr. 
Kidston if he was going to Great Britain 
and he replied : " In any case if I do I will 
be here when the House meets next July." 
So it is certain that he did not intend to dis
appear as he did. 

Mr. RYAN: He is condemning the present 
Government for their administration. 

Mr. HARDACRE: We have from the 
inspired organ which the leader of the Oppo
sition quoted the other night, an organ which 
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I believe is subsidised by the present Govern· 
ment, an account of the late Premier's inten· 
tions, and it expresses some surprise at his 
drs!'ppearance. In an article following the 
retrrement of the late Premier the Sun had 
this commentary-

" When Mr. Kidston introduced his great rail
way policy, and passed the measures which 
place his name highest on the scroll of political 
fame, it was his intention to stay on and see 
those schemes carried to a conclusion. There 
were loans to be negotiated, and there was a 
splendid emigration scheme to be pushed, more 
especially in Scotland, and he had made up his 
mind to keep busy through the recess so that 
he might forget the buffets fate had dealt him. 
He went to Sydney and Melbourne, rousing the 
State politicians to the dangers that threatened 
the States by impending though disguised unifi · 
cation. In New South Wales and Victoria it 
was thought that the referenda would be re
jected, and he manifested his belief that if 
Queensland were thoroughly roused to tho 
danger she, too, would decide in the negative. 
There Mr. Kidston's public career stops short." 

I think it is due to the House and the 
country that the Premier, or some one on the 
Government side, should give an explanation 
as to why, under these circumstances, the late 
Premier's political career suddenly stopped 
there. They remain sil1mt, and as the Pre
mier will not give any explanation of it, it 
is just as well that I should do so myself 
from the information which I have with 
regard to it. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. HARDACRE: The information is 
rather startling. We know that the late 
Premier was a man who. whatever his merits 
may hav·e been, somehow or other -alw<tys 
caused trouble. I have said here, •as was 
quoted by one of the Northern papers som0 
years •ago, that he was a man who would 
kill any party he belonged to. I predicted 
when he joined the pr·esent Conservative 
par·ty that there wou).d be trouble within six 
months if he did so, and I was not far out. 
\Ve know wh.at happened last session. Wa 
know. that there was discontent over ther8, 
that he caused enemies <tmongst his own 
<;amp, as we .are told by some little bird 
whispering in OUr ears, whether correct Ol' 

r,ot-if it is not correct, we might get a better 
explanation from those who know the circum· 
stances. At any rate, we were told that, as 
a result of the dissension which was caused in 
the Government camp last year, after the 
session closed there was •a caucus meeting
there were three caucus meetings amongst the 
discontent-ed malcontents in his camp. They 

formed a sort of oove of Adul!am, 
[8.30 p.m.] and when the late Premier came 

back from Victoria with the in· 
~ention of rousing Queensland to the d•anger 
that threatened them ·in the Federal pro· 
posals, he was informed by the present Pre
mier as to the great danger that threatened 
him. There had been three caucus meet
ings of the discontents, who were deter
mined to depose the late Premier. (Gov-ern
ment laughter.) This happened on the 
8-aturd.ay after Mr. Kidston returned, and 
suddenly on the Sunday morning there wJ.s 
" great hurrying to and fro, like what 
happened on the eve of .the battle of \Vat.er· 
loa .. There was ~ great hurrying of cabs, 
motor-cars, and brcycles, .and I undd•·srand 
from my informant from an inspired 
source, I may tell hon. members-that the 
preaont Premier, who, I :!"light say, ho,d no 
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thought of occupying his present pooition, 
begged and prayed of the late Premier not 
to retire from the Premiership--he thought 
there might be grave danger. But the late 
Premier saw at that time that there was a 
job open for him, and he was inclined l;o 
take that job. Little did we think when we 
wer·e criticising the !.ate members of the Lane 
Court last session that we were making 
a billet for life for the late Premier, Mr. 
Kidston. (Laughter.) It was that or nothing. 
He saw his game was up. However, the late 
Premier obtained the position in the long 
run, and the result was he r-etired from the 
Premiership, and then c&me the question as 
to who was to be his successor. We are to;d 
there were .a number of aspirants for the 
position, that the malcontents did not wan~ 
the present Premier to get the position. I<1 
faet, there were five or six malcontents, eaGh 
0f whom wanted the Premiership. It was 
a question of who was to be "top dog," .ana 
my confidential adviser tells me--

Hon. R. PHILP: Does he give you reguktr 
.advice? 

Mr. HARDACRE: That .at this particular 
caucus meeting .a few oonfi·dentiaJ friends ol 
the geographic Minister for Rookhampton, 
the Minister for the· Central district, wanted 
it, and the Home Secretary wanted it, and 
he said, " Well, if they wanted to be top 
dog, I might as well try and be the top dog 
too." (Laughter.) And then the iate 
Premier, who was sitting on " back sea':, 
said, " No, no, George, take my .advice, •and 
let the han. member for Oxley be Premier at 
present. There will be trouble when the 
House meets, and we know you have .always 
been a ·democrat. That will be your time. 
You can then take tlhe Labour party's 
programme, .and the position is yours." 
(Laughter.) Possibly that accounts for the 
Home Secretary's statement the other nigh<; 
fhat he was a Stat.e socialist. (Renewed 
l'!ughter.) It -appears to me it is the begin
nmg of the hon. gentleman's intention to 
follow the advice of the late Premier. But 
th~re is also .another little mystery about 
~h1s matter that wants clearing up, and that 
rs why, when the late Premier retir-ed from 
the position, he did not go home and float 
th~t loan, which the newspapers said he was 
g-omg to do. 

H-on. R. PHILP: Were not you sent for? 

Mr. HARDACRE : I .a.m sorry to say I was 
not, but I understand the hon. member was 
very sore because he was not sent for. We 
know very well that the newspapers were full 
of accounts .and predict.i-ons as to what was 
g·oing to be done by the late Premier, -and I 
must say, _w~en I was told he was going to 
t<tke,a pos;t10_n on.the Land Court, I simply 
cou!a not. oeheve 1t. It •appeared to m-e to 
be mcredr~le that the strong man, who had 
been practrcal!y emperor, who posed, at any 
rato, as tho Napoleon of Queensland should 
descend to the little miserable tin-pot 'positi-on 
of becoming a member of the Land Court. 
Tt ·appeared to me very much like a lion 
becoming a mouse. It 'seemed a ridicul~us 
absurdity, .after the hon. gentleman's career, 
to come ~ow,n and -oc~mpy that pos·ition-a 
very und1gnrfied endmg to his politic.,] 
career. 

Mr. FERRIOKS: It is the best he could get. 
Mr. HARDACRE: However, there is 

an-other mystery that wants clearing up
why he did not go home to float that loan? 
vVe know the newspapers were full of what 
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he was going to do in that respect. First he 
was, and then he wasn'·t. One ·day he was 
to go, and the next day it was not true-he 
was not going; .and we have had no exph· 
nation ·how it was that, after it was pro· 
posed ,that he should go, he was asked, .or 
<eompeued, as the case may be, to retne 
from that position. I have also information 
on that matter. I underst·and ther·e was a 
condition <tttaching to his retirement-that 
he should be sent home to float the loan. 
But there had to be ·another caucus meeting 
Dn board the "Lucinda"-the new Premier 
had to meet his party •and explain his posi· 
tion, .and get them also t.o .accept him · es 
Premier. There was a caucus me·eting on 
the "Lucinda," and there was a violent 
·quarrel in that caucus, •and the senior mem· 
ber for Townsville, I understand, when the 
position was put to him-that one of the 
conditions of retirement of the late Premier 
was that he should go home to float the lo•m 
-wanted to know who Mr. Kidston was now 
be was no longer Premier ; why should they 
~end him home? , And so violent was the 
qu·arrel t·hat the present Premier hoo to 
cancel that condition, ·and not only that, but 
he had to threaten, I understand, that if 
ihey did not accept him as Premier he would 
retire and advise His Excellency to send for 
the leader of the Labour Opposition. I do 
not know whether these acoounts .are true or 
not, but they, at any rate, are common 
rumour. They wer·e, at the time, the general 
talk of the people of the State and I think 
it is the duty, if these state~ents are not 
•correct, of someone on behalf of the Govern· 
ment to get up .and let the Honse •and the 
'COuntry know something of the true state of 
affa.irs which led to the resignation of a mac! 
whom the country thought would continue in 
politics for some time longer. I do not want 
to s<1y anything harsh •about the late 
Premier. He is not here, and I think per· 

11a ps it is better left nnsaid. In spite of 
the opposition I have given him, I have 
always had an undercurrent of liking for 
him .and .a·dmir·ation of him. I have always 
·said that he was a strang-e mixture of light 
and . <;Iarkness. He h~d some very good 
quahtles, <1nd some whJCh led to the disap· 
pointment of his friends. I will say no 
more than <that. Now I have said that much, 
perhaps I ha·d better get back to the question 
r•f the Governor's Speech. With regard to the 
·Governor's Speech, I do not intend to deal 
with the number of Bills mentioned. but 
t~e~·e are a. number of general qu~;rions on 
-wmch I desire to say a few words. Fil·st of 
all, I desire to expr·ess my pleasure at the 
proposed,increase in the w«ges of the railwrtv 
men. I think, considering .the increased cost 

'Of living and the geneml prosperity of the 
State, it is a fair thing that those men should 
get the increase that is given to them and I 
think we ought, in fairness, to compliment 
the Hen. t~e S.ecretary for Railways in giving 
them that mcrease. I agree, I think, with the· 
le·ader of the Opposition in suggesting that 
tbere should be a validating or indemnatory 
Bill introduced this session for the purpose 
·of validating the iUegal financial transaction 
of last year, when a certain amount of money 
was put into a trust fund instead of into the 
public debt rt>duction fund. The Premier, in 
dealing with tha.t matter, absolutely evaded 
the question at issu·e. He said that on •inquiry 
from the Auditor-General or the Treasury 
'Dep<1rtment he found there had been no 
accounts improperly paid. That is perfectly 
'trne, but that is not the charge made, 

although I may say in that respect he said 
what was contr•ary to last year's Financial 
Statement which said distinctly there was a 
number of accounts brought ·in before the 
usual time in order that they might be paid. 
However, that is not the charge. The charge 
th«t w.as proved up to the hilt J.ast session 
was this : That there w.as a certain sum
something like £70,000-of last year's revenue 
paid into a trust fund, .and not into thil 
public debt reduction fund, .as it should have 
been. It was paid in th«t way, and •ac· 
oounte·d for under the pretence that it was 
expenditure; and in support of that the 
Treasurer argued at considerable length that 
expenditure meant money that w<1s devoted 
to a trust fund, •as was don0 by the Com· 
monwealth Parliament. I think it was 
clearly proved last session th«t that was a 
wrong interpretation, and the transaction 
was absolutely iHegal, and ther·efore I say 
we should bring in a validating measure. 
particularly when some members of the 
present Cabinet were strongly oppose·d to the 
tr·ansaction last year. If nothing is done, it 
w,ill form .a pr€Cedent, and I think, for the 
sake of the future, we shonld clear up anv 
doubt there may be as to the leg.ality of the 
transaction. I was somewhat •astonished at 
the Premier's explanation with r<>gard to 
the offer of the Conanonwealth Parliament 
t.o provide a loan for the State; and when I 
heard his explanation that the l0<1n was 
mer·ely for a short period, I change·d my 
mind on that matter, •and I think the 
Premier was perfectly justified in not accept· 
ing that offer for the limited number of 
ye«rs proposed. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS" It was for 
four years. 

The TREASURER : The terms were not good 
either. 

Mr. HARDACRE: I think the terms were 
better than those obtained, because it would 
save •all the flotation charges. At the same 
time I think evervone must admit that the 
loon floated was not .a success. It may have 
been a success as compared with the previous 
lo·an, but the previous lo.an, .as everyone 
knows, was one of the biggest loan failures 
we have had in Queensland. 

Mr. FoRSYTH: How do you make that out? 

Mr. HARDACRE: It amounte-d to £96 
per £100. 

Mr. FoRSYTH: It cost £3 14s. ld. per cent. 
Mr. HARDACRE: That may be, but I 

say it was one of our biggest loan failures. 
The TREASURER: It was a great success. 

Mr. HARDACRE: I do not think any
body can say it was a success, and it appears 
to me that, considering the very partial 
success of that loan, it does not augur very 
well for our success in obtaining the rest 
of the money to carry out our big railway 
policy that we have entered into, especially 
when you consider that we have a large 
amount of loans maturing in a few years 
from now. There is a good deal of sound 
wisdom in the suggestion of the hon. 
member for Fassifern, that some steps 
should be taken to meet the loans which 
will mature, and borrow money in Aus
tralia. It would be a good thing to take 
steps in advance, and not leave the thing 
to the last moment. We should open an 
office now for the purpose of selling 
maturing loan debentures to any one of the 
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276 Addr•ss in Repl.1J. [ASSEMBLY.] Address %n Reply. 

investing public who might wish to take 
them up-something on the lines of our 
Sa.vings Bank loans. We could get a. great 
deal of money in a quiet way by selling 
debentures on such terms as might be con
sidered fair, until the time comes to meet 
the loans. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: We would 
be paying double interest. 

Mr. HARDACRE: We could be invest
ing the money in the meantime, and getting 
interest for it. We might even offer to 
existing debenture-holders in London the 
exchange of new debentures for old deben
tures, on such fair terms as would be 
acceptable to them; it would be a good 
exchange for them and a good exchange 
for us. We all know that a long-dated 
debenture is much more valuable at the 
same terms than a short-dated debenture, 
just the same as a long pastoral lease is of 
more value than a short lease, because 
investors desire to have a long-dated invest
ment if they can possibly get it. I am quite 
sure we could get a large number of these 
debentures taken up, and we should to that 
Pxtent lessen the danger we shall probably 
incur when we have to float a big loan on 
the London market. The Governor's Speech 
opens with an expression of satisfaction at 
the unexampled prosperity of Queensland, 
tut that has brought forth a good deal of 
comment, and I do not intend to labour 
the question. But whilst the prosperity is 
fairly general amongst the financial classes, 
the pastoral lessees, and others upon the 
land, it is by no means adequately shared 
in by all classes of the people. We know 
that the cost of living has increased enor
mously, and has to some extent absorbed 
any increase of wages, and it is really a 
question as to whether the bulk of the 
people have had any increase at all. In 
some cases there is no margin left, while 
in other cases there may be a small margin 
of advantage. In my opinion, there is 
nothing in the Government programme that 
'"ill substantially improve the social condi
tion of the people, and it is on those grounds 
that I oppose the Government programme. 
I have s•oen measures such as are proposed 
turned out session after session for the 
eighteen years I have been in Parliament, 
and I do not think there has been much 
good done. The Government policy is 
declared, as it has been declared again and 
again, to be one of material development 
by increasing population and settlement, 
but I do not think it is going to do any
thing substantial in increasing the real 
rrosperity of the people of Queensland. It 
has been tried again and again in Australia, 
and if one looks back over the past they will 
be astonished. Seventy years ago, there 
"as not a single person in South Australia, 
Queensland, or Victoria, and not a single 
ton of mineral of any kind except coal 
produced in Australia. To-day we have an 
enormous quantity of minerals mined every 
year. At that time there were only 50,000 
acres under cultivation, and to-day we have 
something like 10,000,000 acres under culti
vation. Sixty years ago there was not a 
single mile of railway in Australia, and 
to-day we have over 15,000 miles. Sixty 
years ago we hac! only 45 miles of telegraph 
line, but to-day there are innumerable mile.s, 
branching out through all parts of Australia. 
Sixty years ago there were only 5,000 vessels, of 
500,000 tons burden; to-day we have something 
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:ike 20,-JOO ;:hips of all kinds, of innumer
able tonnage, and so on all through aii 
branches of industry. But I question 
"hether the people of Australia are im
proved at all, so far as the1r wages are con
cerned, to what they were at that time. 
From 1883 to 1888 was as good a time, as far 
a~ the workers were concerned, as to-day. 

Hon. R. PHILP: That is the time in which 
so many came out to Queensland. 

Mr. HARDACRE: I can prove that so 
far back as seventy years ago the conditions 
in Australia were just as good as they are 
to-day. 

Hon. R. PHILP: Oh, no ! 

Mr. HARDACRE : On the authority of 
Coghlan-not in his Year Book, but another 
work-we are informed that in 1840 labourers 
in Sydney were paid 7s. to 8s. per day whilst 
mechanics got from Ss. to 12s. per day. 
Also I have a quotation from a report of 
the Immigration Commission i'n 1840 show
ing the state of the labour market there-

" Every clepartment of industry is cramped, 
and no industry, public or private, can be 
prosecuted, except at an immense expense, 
owing to the exorbitant rates of wages and the 
inconceivable difficulty in procuring worker8,. 
servants, or mechanics upon any terms what 
ever." 

Hon. R. PHILP : I do not snppose there 
were twenty mechanics in the country. 

Mr. HARDACRE: Oh! yes, there were. 
If we compare prices we shall find that 
the cost of living then was lower than it is 
to-day. I have here a list of the prices of 
that period-

" Bread, 2 lb. loaf, 2d. to 2 '/2 d. ; beef, 11,11 d. to 
l:Y,d. per lb.; mutton, l'M,d. to Zd. per lb.; 
butter (fresh), ls. 9d. per lb.; bacon, 5d. per 
lb. ; milk, 6d. per quart; vegetables in abund
ance ; cabbages, 2d. each." 

'I'he prices to-day are higher. Bread is 3l,d. 
per 2 lb. loaf, beef from 5d. to 6d., mutton 
the same, butter ls. 2d. a lb., milk the 
same price, and vegetables are even dearer. 
So if you take the general necessities of 
life at that time as far as food is concerned, 
and compare the wages of the time with 
those of to-day, you will find that, in spite 
of all the material development which has 
taken place, the conditions of the worker 
are practically no better than they were 
then. 

Mr. GRAYSON: Butter and bacon were not 
so good then as they are now. 

Mr. HARDACRE: That may be, but 
they were cheaper. I was reading an 
article in " Life " on a new book which wa:B' 
written. Discussing the question of pro
gress, the writer says-

" I detest," she quotes Herbert Spencer as 
saying, '' that conception of social progress 
which presents as its aim increase of popula
tion, growth of wealth, spread of commerce. 
In this ideal of human existence there is con
templated quantity only, and not quality." 

I admit material development and in
creased production are good in them
selv~s, but they do not go to the root of 
affairs; they do not affect those problems 
of our national life which I contend that 
any Government worthy of the name should 
aim to deal with an? try to improve; they 
do not touch the somal question. And after 
all, we must come to the inevitable con~ 
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<elusion that in this new country of ours, 
with all its resources, we are merely follow
ing in the steps of the older countries of the 
world. Banjo Paterson, in one his earlier 
voems, says-

THE NEW ORDER OF THINGS. 

" The olden days, 
The old bush life and all its ways, 
Are passing from us all unsung. 

.« The freedom and the hopeful sense 
Of toil, that brought due recompense, 
Of room for all, has passed away, 
And lies forgotten with the dead. 

« Within our streets men cry for bread 
In cities built but yesterday. 

"'About us stretches wealth of land, 
A boundless wealth of virgin soil, 
As yet unfruitful and untilled. 
Our willing workmen, strong and skilled, 
Within our cities idle stand, 
And cry aloud .for leave to toil. 

'"The stunted children come and go, 
In squalid lanes and alleys black; 
'\Ve follow but the beaten track 
Of other nations, and we gro\lt 
In wealth for smne, for others woe." 

·Even to-day, in this time of prosperity, if you 
.go down to the other States where there is 
u bigger population, more development, 
more railways, and more of everything that 
we hope to obtain for ourselves, we shall 
find practically the conditions there, only not 
.quite so bad, as obtain in the older countries 
-of the world. 

The TREAsURER: There are many contri
.buting factors. 

Mr. HARDACRE: I read a statement a 
few days ago to the effect that in spite 
of all the great prosperity existing in the 
-other States, they are actually going to ap
point a commission in New South Wales to 
inquire into sweating. A few years ago 
Coghlan, in his Year Book, 1893-94, pointed 
out that in New South Wales the result of all 
the progress there had been to distribute the 
wealth in such a way that no less than 8 per 
cent. of the people of New South Wales 
owned half the wealth of the State, whilst 
half the populatitm of New South Wales own 
no wealth, but depend for their livelihood 

upon the bare earnings of their 
[9 p.m.] labour. When we consider the 

startling figures given by the hon. 
member for Burke the other night with re
gard to the income tax in Queensland, we see 
that the people are not well o.ff even in this 
State. The Government programme does not 
touch that big question, though it is within 
their pr:ovince to deal with it. Just as it 
does not touch the social question, so also it 
fails to propose anything which is going to 
give us anything like permanent prosperity. 
It is true that we have to-day prosperity in a 
general sort of way in Queensland, but it is 
not due to anything the Government have 
done, except, perhaps, in the expenditure o£ 
money on public works. It is due to the good 
seasons which have prevailed. and tn trn 
high prices which all kinds of pastoral and 
other products have realised. It is one of 
those cycles of prooperity which come over 
and over again, and sooner or later-I hope 
it will be later-it will end in a period of 
depression, such as we have experienced in 
previous years. There is every indication that 
we are just going through a.· similar cycle of 

prosperity to others that we have passed 
through in former times, and that it will end 
in a period of depression. If you go into the 
country you will find that fabulous sums have 
been pa'd for pastoral properties, that pas
toral propertie8 ha.ve been over-capitalised; 
you will also find in the towns that land is 
booming in price. It is common talk in the 
country that a reverse is bound to come. 
When 1 was up in the Central district I 
found that country which a few years ago 
would not be taken up even under an occupa
tion license was now occupied-that a man 
had taken up 5,000 acres, disposed of it, and 
made £700 on his bargain a:fter paying for all 
the improvements. I was told of another 
case out 'Vest, in which a man was asked what 
he would take for his grazing selection. HA 
d'd not wa.nt to. part with it, and he asked 
double the price he expected to get; the offer 
was acc·epted, and the purchaser went to 
Sydney and got £5,000 on his b~rgain. I 
wo.s also told of another case in whiCh a man 
houg·ht a lease which had only three years to 
run ·for £25 COO, and expected to get his money 
hack with' a, nroflt in &ddition. Thes-e in
creased values. in nastora.l properties and the 
increased values of town lands all point to the 
fact that we are i(Oing alonv. in the same o.ld 
wa:v that we have a.lways gone, and that the 
prosperity, about which we ar": so jubilant, 
must end in a period of depressiOn. 

Mr. GRAYSON: That is not the fault of the 
Government. 

Mr. HARDACRE: No; it is not the faLtlt 
of the Go.vernment. But the Government 
are at fault in this respect: that they have 
nothina- in their prof-'ramme which attempts 
to gua~d against the denre-ssion that we know 
must come sooner or l'ater, or which shows 
that they recognise that such a probl<:m 
exists. Let me now say a few words. with 
regard to immigration. Whilst we are m~ro
ducing inu_nigrants, we a;e also ove~lookmg 
the very vital f.act l:hat tne rate of mcr(_lase 
in our populatiOn IS gradually decrea.smg. 
Ther-e is a decreasing number of marnages 
<and ,a decre<~sing number of births, an_d tf:e 
general rate of increa-se in our po.pulatwn IS 
most unsatisfactory. This is a matter . to 
which Knibbs, at page 34, makes alarmmg 
reference. He says-

" The annual rate of increase in th.e Comn1on
wealth population for the quinquenmum 1901-6 
was uractically identical with the annual rate 
for Gennany, the figures being, respec~ively, 
1.49 per cent. and 1.47 p~r cent. In ':lew of 
the sparsity of the populatiOn of Au3tral!a, a_nd 
the recency of its settlement, this rate of Ill
crease, equal only to that of such a densely 
populated country as Germany, cannot be re
garded as satisfactory. When contrasted with 
the growth of population in the United St":tes, 
the comparison is even less favourable, s1nce 
the annual rate of increase of that country for 
the period 1901-6 was 1.62 per cent. Further, 
if the increase in the population of the Com
monwealth be compared with that of the United 
States under comparable conditions as to 
density of population, it will be seen that, 
whilst during the seventy years, 1790-1860, 
the population of the United States increased 
at a rate slightly more than 3 per cent. per 
annum, that of the Commonwealth during the 
ten years, 1900-1909, increased at a little more 
than half that rate." 

Jt is a. startling fact that since t):le commence
ment of civilisation in Australia the rate of 
increase in our population has been gradually 
diminishing. In the early ~ays it was as high 
.as 11 per cent., :and to~day It h.a.s decreased to 
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something like 1-k per cent. The rate of in
crease in Queensland is equally unsatisfactory. 
In the period 1881-1886 it was 8.42 per cent., 
in the period 1886-1891 it was 3.80 per cent , 
in the period 1891-1896 it was 2.49 per cent .. 
in tihe period 1896-1901 it was 2:25 per cent., 
in the period 1901-1906 it was 1.13 per cent., 
and in the period 1906-1908 it was 1.60 per 
cent. On the whole there is a very consider
able decrease. We have heard a great deal 
about race suicide lat<Jly. In this month's 
"Life" there is an articie on the subject by 
Ex-President Roosevelt. It is rather long, 
but stm it is worth quoting. Mr. Roosevelt 
says~ 

" One of the strangest and saddest things in 
the whole sad business is that the decline has 
been most marked in the very places where one 
would expect to see the abounding vigour of 
the race most strikingly displayed. In Aus
tralia and New Zealand there is no warrant 
whatever in economic conditions for a limita·~ 
tion of the birth rate, and the course of events 
in these great new countries demonstrates be
yond possibility of refutation that the decline 
in the birth rate is not due to economic forces, 
and has no relation whatsoever to hard con
ditions of living. New Zealand is as large as 
Great Britain, and as fertile. Its population is 
betweeu one-thirtieth and one-fortieth of that 
of Great Britain. It is cmnposed of the sons 
and grandsons of the most enterprising and 
adventurous people in the old country, and the 
New Zealand people have realised to an extra
ordinary degree the institutional and industrial 
ambitions of de:mocracy everywhere ; yet the 
rate of natural increase in New Zealand is 
actually lower than in Great Britain, and has 
tended steadily to decrease. The Australians are 
sparsely scattered over the fringe of the great 
island continent. It is a continent which could 
support, without the slightest difficulty, tenfold 
the present population, and at the same time 
raise the general standard of well-being. Yet 
its sparse population increases so slowly that, 
even if. the present rate were maintained, the 
populatiOn would not double itself in the next 
century; while, if the rate of decrease of the 
last decade continues, the population will have 
become stationary by the middle of the century." 

That is a condition of things which demands 
more cons-ideration on our part than the 
mere influx of a few tihousand immigrants. 
I utterly deny Ex-President Roosevelt's 
statement that 1t is not! due to economic con
ditions. I say it is due to economic ,condi
tions. It is an old saying among old 
country statisticians-a saying which is 
borne out by experience-that the mar
riage rate increases with the decrease 
in the price of corn, and decreases 
with the increase in the price of corn-in 
other words, that it decreases with the in
crease in the cost of living, and increases with 
the decrease in the cost of living. The figures 
I ~aye quoted, and the conditio_n of things 
~x1strrng here, show that we are JUSt drifting 
mto the same hard economic conditions of 
life as prevail in older countries, though not 
to t~e st;tme extent yet. And I say there is 
nothmg m the Government programme which 
proposes to deal with these matlters, or which 
will in anywise alleviate or remedy them. 
The real remedy, in my judgment, is not in 
the Government policy, but in the policy put 
forth b:v the Labour party. The first part 
of the Labonr policy which deals with that 
matter is the proposal to abolish the mono
poly' in land which exists in this countrv. 
We ha~ a. visit from the Scottish Agricultural 
Com1msswners last year, a,nd I think they pnt 
the case very well as far as Queensland is con
cerned. They visit·ed the Kingaroy district, 
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and found that, there were more applicants> 
for land there than the land available would 
supply. The commisisoners' remarks I shall 
not quote in full, but will just read the 
conclusion-

" Now, with reference to his difficulty, they· 
had in this neighbourhood some excellent lan1, 
and about May next he understood that some
thing like 76,000 acres was to be thrown open. 
It was admitted that there would be from six. 
to fifty applications for each separate lot. Tt 
seemed to be quite certain that the whole area 
would very shortly be over-applied for. (Ap
plause.) That meant that the people already 
in this country, and the peop.le who were, 
attracted to it from Victoria, New South Wales, 
and elsewhere, were on the lookout for this 
land, and were ready to take it up. That being 
so, it seemed that there were more people than 
could be supplied already. That was his diffi
culty. Say they had thrown land open, and 
twenty applied for it, and nineteen we,re disap
pointed-nineteen capable and worthy men~ 
who would make good settlers-and they had: 
to wait for their turn. Why, then, should 
Queensland ask to be sent immigrants when she 
could not supply her own people with land?' 
(Hear, hear, and a voice: 1

' It is speculation.") 
Mr. Morrison said he did not think it was 
speculation. Judging by the country side, thev· 
found people who were not speculators, but 
hard-handed working men, who were n1aking 
the land a perfect garden of Eden. At any rate 
the commissioners did not propose to send out 
speculators at present. There seemed to be a 
large number of genuine settlers, farmers' son& 
and others, who could not be supplied with 
land. If that were so, when they were asked 
at home wh.ether Queensland would be a good 
place for a man to go to, what could they say? 
If they could say that Queensland was a 
splendid country, and there was good farl:'ing 
land there, and they would do well there if they 
were the right kind of men, but there would be 
some difficulty about their getting Government 
lana, they would reply, "That is a very strange 
land. They have something like 9,000,000 of 
acres of land available for selection. How is it 
that we cannot get land?" He did not know 
why they could not. He could not explain it. 
He had been unable to see through it. But the 
present difficulty was, How could they recom
mend men to come and take up land in Queens
land when Queensland could not supply the 
people who were already wanting it? Then, if 
they sent out immigrants and they could not 
get land, what would happen but that those 
people would go into some other employment, 
and go into the towns, which was exactly where 
Queensland did not want them. The rendering 
of land available seemed to be the first step in 
the whole business." 

I have pointed out again and again that
it is no use bringing immigrants from the
old country if W<O have not got land to· 
provide them with and other ways of 
absorbing them without detriment to the 
workers who are already here. \Ve have 
had a good deal of discussion on the immi
gration question both on this side and on 
the other side of the House, and I have 
pointed out again and again that the whole
clamouring of those who want immigrants' 
brought out here is for the purpose of 
bringing them into competition with the 
labour in our own markets so as to lower: 
'\'\ages. The argument has always been, 
"Let us have immigrants brought in here
because we cannot obtain labour." If they 
wanted to obtain labour, they have a proper 
way of getting it, and that is to allow the
law of demand and supply to operate in, 
this case just as in any other case. If any 
particular article went up in price, what 
would members opposite say if we advocated 
that products of a similar nature should' 
be brought in to meet the demand for it 'f 
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Or if we brought in a lot of doctors to 
compete with those already here, or if we 
brought in a lot of lawyers to compete with 
the lawyers here and to reduce fees, what 
would the lawyers say? And so we object 
when labourers are brought in here to come 
into competition with the labourers already 
here and cut down wages. In the first place 
that JS what the immigrants do when they 
first come here-they lower wages. Later 
on they might create a" larger demand for 
pr_oduction, but in the first place they cer
tamly come into competition with other 
labourers and bring down wages. We are 
not opposed to increasing the population. 
1 am not opposed to immigration, but I 
think there is a better way than the Govern
ment propose, and that is to do away with 
rhe land monopoly that exists at the present 
time, not only in Queensland but in all the 
States of the Commonwealth. We are told 
sometimes that there is no land monopoly 
in Queensland. When the Land Monopoly 
Bill was sent up to another place some years 
ago they appointed a Select Committee to 
inquire into it. I have referred to this 
before, but on this occasion I am going to 
give the exact quotation. Mr. Scott, the 
Under Secretary for Lands, gave evidence 
. before that Select Committee, and this ques· 
tion was asked of him-

" Has the country between the coast and the 
Main Range, in the Southern part of the State, 
been thoroughly explored for suitable land? 
Oh, yes. We generally regard it that all the 
land within 150 miles of Brisbane is disposed 
of, with the exception of the reserved areas." 

That is rather startling. There is not a 
single acre of land to be obtained within 
150 miles of the principal city in Queens
land. No wonder that we have our popula
tion crowded into the cities, and our women 
a.nd children crowded into the large fac
tories, when they are divorced from the 
soil in that way-when all the land within 
150 miles from Brisbane has been locked up 
and alienated in such areas, and no wonder 
that we have no improvement in the con
dition of the masses of our people. Three 
years ago th<c; Courier sent a special reporter 
to the Darlmg Downs. and he made this 
statement: That in the boundary of one 
shire alone there" are estates in all of 500,000 
acres. Some or these estates have since 
been taken up, but I will give them all as 
they existed a few years ago. They are 
Cecil Plains, 124,000 acres; Kurrowah 
Station, 53,000 acres; Condamine Plains, 
2.5,000 acres. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIC17LTcRE: That 
has gone. 

Mr. HARDACRE: 
50,000 acres. 

Yandilla Station, 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIOCLTCRE: That 
has gone. 

Mr. HARDACRE: St. Ronans Station, 
25,000 acres. 

The SEOREl'ARY FOR AGRIOcLTURE: Thai 
has gone. 

Mr. HARDACRE: Brookstead Station, 
12,000 acres. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGR!Ct.'LTURE: That 
ha~ gone. 

Mr. HARDACRE: Then the others were 
South Ruth Station, 13,000 acres; Westralian 
Station, 15,000 acres; Lemon Tree Station, 

12,000 acres; Pine Creek Station, 16,000 
acres; Leselican Station, 12,000 acres; St. 
Helens Station, 18,000 acres; and Pelton, 
20,000 acres. Perhaps it is true that some 
of these have gone since that time. But 
only a day or two ago there was a letter 
sent to the Brisbane Courier which I think 
practically reasserted that state of affairs. 
In a letter to the Courier it was stated that 
in the Jondaryan Shire alone there were 
estates aggregating 250,000 acres within the 
council's boundaries than which none bet
ter for closer settlement could be found. 

Mr. GRAYSON: That is quite true. 

Mr. HARDACRE: The same thing occurs 
in other parts of Queensland. I think that 
this question of land monopoly is the big
gest question before public life to-day. It 
affects every question that comes before 
Queensland at the present day. It affects 
the question of population. It affects the 
question of our increased cost of living. I 
consider that there ought to be a Select 
Committee, or Royal Commission, appointed 
to inquire into the question of the increased 
cost of living, but if we traced the real 
cause of the increased cost of living, it 
would be found to be due to three factors . 
It is due to the increased cost of labour, 
and it is the proper thing·, too, that the 
workers should get some share of the in
creased prosperity. It is als? a:ttributablo 
to some extent to the b1g tanff 1mposed by 
the Commonwealth Government, which in
creases the cost of i'mportation and so 
increases the cost of production. 

Mr. FoRSYTH : Why do not they reduce 
it? 

Mr. HARDACRE: I do not know. I 
know that in some cases it goes up as high 
as 35 per cent. of the actual total price, and 
in all departments of life it has materially 
contributed to the cost of living and has 
gone to swell the profits of the big factory
owners down South, and, as some of our 
sugar friends have told us, to swell the pro
fits of the Colonial Sugar Refining Com
pany. I heard a statement from an hon. 
member on this side that the tariff brought 
about an increased price of sugar to our 
own people, which went into the pockets 
of the Colonial Sugar Refining Company, 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That is a 
statement which cannot be verified. 

Mr. HARDACRE : If that can be sub
stantiated I should think that the people of 
the other States will soon rise and make 
short work of the tariff in that respeot. But 
the real factor that has gone to increase tho 
cost of living is the increased price of land. 
We know that the increased price of timber 
has gone to increase the cost of houses, and, 
naturally, the cost had to be passed on to 
the tenant. In the same way the increased 
price of land has gone to increase the price 
of all things. The vital qustion which con
cerns us more than anything else is the 
question of the increase in the price of. our 
land. That is the raw material from which 
all wealth has to be produced. Our large 
cities exist and denend on it, and it is the 
biggest factor in 'our national life. Take 
our sugar question. lVfembers to some extent 
did not go to th8 root of that question. I 
absolutely a)!ree with them in every respect 
J.hat the most of the profits g-o to the Colonial 
Swrar Refinin!' Company. At the same time 
a bigger question is the increased price of 
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·land. How can sugar-growing be made to pay 
when they had to pay £30, £40, and £50 an 

·acre for land? · 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: If there is 
~no profit in sugar-growing, why should. they 
pay £30, £40, or £50 per acre for land? 

Mr. HARDACRE: It does make a profit, 
but the profit goes to the owner of the land. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Your argu
ment was that the profit went to the Colo
nial Sugar Refining Company. 

Mr. HARDACRE: A big amount of it 
does, but it should not go there at all. It 
should go to the grower .. The profits from 
our sugar-growing goes mto the hands of 
the landowner and Colo_nial Sugar R<;>fin
ing Company, whereas It should go I~to 
the hands of the grower. vVe are not gomg 
t.o brino- about the exportation of sugar by 

" equalising the excise and bounty, 
[9.30 p.m.] but by doing something that will 

compel the land to come down_ m 
price, and so lessen the cost of productiOn 
and leave bigger profits to those who grow 
it. This question of land monopoly has been 
put by our own party in one_o~ its ma~ifestoes 
in a very eloquent way. This IS what It says-

" The Labour party wages war on monopolies, 
and the first and greatest monopoly to be 
attacked is that of the land. For it is here 
that the fundamental wrong against the people 
is committed. Once let the land upon which 
all are dependent pass out of their possession, 
and the opportunity of injustice is created and 
the seeds of evil sown for a bitter harvest." 

I say ib is because we have parted with our 
lands that instead of any increase in wealth
production and the dev·elopment we •are 
making in different directions benefiting the 
working class, it is going to swell and in
crease the price of land and increase the cost 
of living, and the workers are little better 
off than they were before. There is only one 
proper remedy, and that is by taxing the 
value of the land. The value is created by 
the community, and it seems to me, apart 
altogether from the policy of the Labour 
party, it ie a common-sense business proposi
tion that the increase in value of the land 
created by the community by progress in all 
directions should be taken for public r,evenue 
instead of t,axing the community in other 
ways and thereby burden the taxpayer and 
production. • 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Is it not 
created by the man who clears that land? 

Mr. HARDACRE: Those are improve
ments. Let me give an example. I was in 
Sydney a few weeks ago, and I find the Go
vernment have constructed a tramway from 
bhe North Shore to Manly, and when I was 
in the tram I asked the conductor the price 
of land there, and I was told that miles and 
miles away from the North Shore they were 
asking £2 a foot frontage. I said it ·was a 
t>cand!tlous shame that, ai.ter the Government, 
SP'lllding that. money in building a tramway 
iine, it should be making fortunes for certain 
people, and he said," Yes, they were waitinp: 
there years and years for this tramway, and 
now they nre r~r.apinrr .a 1·ir>h ,.~w,r11•rl." T .::J.m 
told that tha price of land in the Murw;llum
bah district has increased from £2 an acre 
to £50 an acre in a few years. That is for 
dairying land. In discussing the question 
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with an han. member as to how we can pay 
good wages and export wheat in competition 
with the wheat from other countries, I said, 
"You cannot pay high wages and a high 
price for land." The increased price comes 
out of the wages of the workers and out of 
the produce, and you cannot have the two 
together. The most importanu factor that 
leads to the improved condition of the 
worker in a new country is the cheap price 
and the abundance of good land, which 
leads to people taking up land and 
creating employment, and so raising the 
rates of wages. and increasing prosperity 
generally. I do not want to labour 
that question any further, but I say 
it is a very proper thing that we should take 
for public revenue some of the increased 
value which comes as a result of progress. 
A deputation waited on the Premier a few 
weeks ago from the merchants in Brisbane, 
asking for a remission of stamp duties, and 
I was entirely in sympathy with the objects 
of that deputation. I think of all the taxes 
that the Government imposes, of the bad 
methods of raising revenue that obtain to
dav, the method of raising revenue by means 
of" a stamp tax is the most irritable, ·the most 
trivial, aml the most miserable of •any that I 
know of. A man, before he can get an 
account receipted, has to go and find a penny 
stamp and so on. I say it is a miserable, 
trivial way of raising revenue, and the Go
vernment would be well advised if they 
would remit, ·at any r·ate, all the smaller 
stamp duties, and find revenue from the in
crease in land values as I propose. I want 
to pass on to another aspect of our policy. 
This party a:Jso desires to remedy existing 
evils by attacking other monopolies, and 
that brings me to the referendum pro
posals. The Premier in dealing with those 
proposals said it was made a party ques
tion. I think it was himself who made it 
a party question. 

Mr. MuRPHY: It was made a party ques
tion all over Australia. 

Mr. HARDACRE: Yes; it was made a 
party question all over Australia, but it was 
first made ll! party question by all the forces 
of wealth and all the ncwsnapers uniting in 
attacking the Commonwealth Labour party 
on the referendum proposals. I venture to 
say if those proposals had been made by the 
Deakin Government there would have been 
practically no opposition at all. This was 
followed up by the Government here making 
it a party question, and, naturally, Wf) had 
to follow suib. Here is what the Premier 
said at IndooroopHiy-

" It would be an enormous blunder if, through 
apathy and neglect, they did not register an 
en1phatic H No" on 26th April. 

be said, waR not being engi
partv, h1.1.t hv the ~o,...,ia list"' 

small bodv-who '\'VTere C::.riv-
ing to set up conditions which must 
lead ta strife and dlsruption." 

If that vv·as :not making it a party question, I do 
not know what was, and I must say, in the 
leading newspapers at that time all the wild 
misrepresentations were made in regard to 
those proposals that could possibly ce made, 
\Ve were told we were g·oing to hand over our 
railwa~s and municipaliti~s, and the Premier 
also said that the Commonwealth Government 
wanted to fix the freights and charges on 
our railways. I think anyone who read thooo 
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proposals must know they had nothing at all to 
·do with our freights .and charges. All that they 
proposed, so far as our railways were con
oerned, was, where there was an industrial 
dispute including employees on railways within 
the Commonwealth, the Federal Government 
·should have power to determine the conditions 
and wages of the employees on those railways, 
just the same as in any other industry. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: They were 
"to spend the money in carrying the railways 
on and we were to find it. 

Mr. HARDACRE: Do not the merchants 
have to find the money and have to put up 
with the conditions which another party 
impose on them? Why should the railway 

·employees be treated in any way different 
to the employees in other industries? 

The TREASURER : The merchant fixes his 
·own affairs. 

Mr. HARDACRE: In so far as industrial 
·conditions are concerned, we prescribe for 
him and determine for him by our Fac
tories and Shops Act and by our wages 
boards, and in various other ways, and when 
the Commonwealth Parliament proposed in 
the referendum to have the power to deter
mine the wages for private industries, why 
on earth should they not apply the same 
'()Ondition to the employees on our railways? 

The TREASURER: Who is best able to 
·i'ecide the rates to be paid-the Common
wealth Government or the State Govern
ment? We know the conditions. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The 
Queensland Government is responsible for 
the interest on the money borrowed for 
public works. 

Mr. HARDACRE: It is only in the ca~e 
•of a dispute on the railways that they want 
the power to make the conditions uniform 
throughout all Australia, and it seems to 
me to be a very fair and proper thing. 
'The Premier has told us there is a request 
for a State conference to be held to con. 
·sider the question of handing over to the 
·Commonwealth Government certain powers 
-enlarging the powers of the Common
·wealth Government to deal with certain 
·matters-and what he proposed to do, so 
far as I can gather from his intimation 
on the matter is that they should give to 
the Commonwealth Parliament just what 
Mr. Deakin 'proposed should be given
that is, they should be given power to fix 
the condition of wages where wages boards 
in different States gave different a wards in 
"the same industries. So far that is all very 
well. It is a very proper thing if an 
industry in New South Wales-say the boot
makers, a.s was pointed out in the case 
'before the Arbitration Court-paid 9s. a day 
and in Victoria they were only paying Ss. a 
·day, that, instead of ruining the boot trade 
in New South Wales, the Commonwealth 
should have power to establish some tri
l•unal where the rates of wages should be 
·equalised in both States, and Mr. Deakin, 
in his manifesto in 1898, proposed to estab
lish an interstate commission for dealinrr 
with those matters. That is exactly what 
the Commonwealth Parliament propose to 
·do. 

Mr. FoRSYTH: They wanted to control 
+he railways. 

Mr. HARDACRE: And in order to carry 
nat out they must of necessity establish a 
~ribunal to do it, _which was practically an 
mtcrstate commrsswn. So far as it goes 
it is a very good thing indeed, but it is a~ 
admission on the part of the Premier that, 
so far as that was concerned, the Labour 
party's demand was right. 

The TREAS1!RER : Oh, no ! 

Mr. HARDACRE: It does not go far 
enough, and what on earth is the use of 
proposing a State Premiers' Conference 
when the Federal Parliament would not 
accept any offer they made, because it he"s 
already been determined by the people, so 
far as the Federal Parliament is concerned 
not to give them that power. ' 

Mr. MuRPHY: No. They only determined 
not to give them all the power they asked 
for. 

Mr. HARDACRE: That is so. The 
Federal Parliament say the power offered 
is insufficient, and they would have to send 
the matter to the people again. As we 
know already, the last State Premiers' Con
ference actually made the offer to the 
Commonwealth Parliament and they refused 
rt. iVhat the last State Premiers' Confer
ence did was to make an offer to the 
Federal Parliament, which the Premier now 
says the coming State Premiers' Conference 
will make. What is the good of another 
conference to make an offer such as has 
already been made and the Commonwealth 
?al'liament has refused? It is simply a 
waste of time. 

Mr. CoR~ER: Because they expected to 
get somethmg more. 

Mr. HA?DACRE: They will have to 
get somethmg more sooner or later. If it 
"as not got last year it will have to be 
fought out until it is obtained, because it is 
an absolutE) necessity that the National Go
vernment m Australia should have larger 
powers than they have at present. 

Mr. TROUT: The people do not say so. 

Mr. HARDACR.E : Of course, they don't. 
They say many thrngs which are wrong, and 
they say many thmgs later on, when they get 
more knowle~ge on the matter, that they did 
not say prevwusly. At one time they said 
they would continue the employment of black 
labour m Queensland, but the time came when 
we got them to say that they would not em
ploy black labour. It was a.Jl.eged that the 
Commonwealth referendum proposals if they 
had been carried, would have entrenched upon 
the rights of the State; but I say they would 
not do anything of the kind, as they were 
absolutely necessary to carry on some of the 
things which have been proved by appeals 
to the Common wealth Arbitration Court 
could not be done by the State Parliament. 
Take the question of dealing with monopolies, 
for example. It is said that the State Parlia
ment has full power to deal with monopolies 
V'ithin its own border. That is quite true, 
but if any particular State does not deal with 
e. monopoly, why should the rest of the 
people of Australia suffer the evils of the 
monopoly in the other States? Take the 
sugar monopoly. The Colonial Sugar Refin
ing Company is a monopoly, making exorbi
tant profits out of the increased price of sugar ; 
if the Queensland Government fails to deal 
with the monopoly, why should the people 
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of \Vestern Australia and Victoria, or the 
other States pay high priees and suffer the 
evil of .that monopoly? Why, in the same 
way, should Queensland suffer the evil of the 
tobacco monopoly because the Victorian Go
vernment may neglect to do its duty? Before 
I conclude, I want to deal with one particular 
question. l do not want to make any capital 
out of the "Yongala" case now, but it was 
a matter which was discussed during the 
Federal campaign, and the present Minister 
for Lands made an argument, which is the 
whole case for cne of the powers asked for in 
the Commonwealth referendum. Dealing with 
the loss of the "Yongala," he said-

H Nir. Hughes had used the "Yongala" disaster 
for political purposes, but had the Labour 
Government really wanted compensation for 
seamen, it could last session have passed an Act 
within forty-eight hours. Continuing, Mr. 
Macartney said the State Parliament of 
Queensland, in the exercise of its rights, had 
passed a Workers' Compensation Act which 
would apply to the "Yongala" case, provided 
the vessel had been lost within the three miles 
limit." 

That is the whole question. Here is the 
"Yongala" disaster, causing bereavement 
and distress amongst the relativee of 
those who were lost, but there was no 
power to get compensation, either under 
our Queensland Act or under the Com
monwealth Act, because no one can tell 
where the "Yongala" was lost. Then there 
was another case-the " Kaliaba" case-which 
was mentioned during the election campaign. 
It was pointed out by Mr. Hughes that in 
the "Kaliaba" case, the sailors could not 
get compensation because, while the accident 
had occurred within New South Wales waters, 
it was a foreign vessel, over which the New 
South Wales Act could not prevail, so neither 
under the Commonwealth Seamen's Compen
sation Act no.r the New South \Vales Act 
could compensation be given in that case. I 
<io not intend to deal with the programme of 
the Government at any greater length, except 
to reiterate that so far as the Government 
programme is concerned, there they do not 
in any way touch the problem of our social 
c·mditions, and they do not propose to do 
anything that will lead to the permanent 
and enduring prosperity of Queensland, and 
for that reason I have exercised my right of 
criticism in regard to them. 

Mr. FORSYTH (Moreton): I beg to move 
the adjournment of the debate. 

Question put and passed. 

'l'he resumption of the debate was made 
an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

The PREMIER: I beg to move that the 
House do new adjourn. The business to
morrow afternoon will be, first, the motion 
standing in the name of the hon. member for 
'Yoothakata, and in the evening the resump
tron of the debate on the Address in Reply. 

Question put and passed. 

The House adjourned at ten minutes to 10 
o'clock. 

[1llr. Hardacr-e. 

THURSDAY, 27 JULY, 1911. 

The SPEAKER (H<~n. W. D. Armstrong, 
Lockyer) to.ok the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

QUESTIONS. 
MEN SUPPLr~D TO BINGERA AND FAIRYMEAJl 

PLANTATIONS. 

Mr. BARBER (Bwulaberg) asked the Secre
tary for Public Works-

" 1. How many men have been despatchc<l 
through the agency of the Government Labour 
Bureau at Brisbane and Bundaberg during the 
months of Jui1e and July to the following. 
plantations:-( a) Bingera; (b) Fairymead? 

" 2. How many have been despatched direct 
through the medium of the Intelligence Bureau, 
Sydney?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. W. H. Barnes, Bulimba) replied-

" 1. Brisbane ·cal June, 13; July, 34-total,. 
47; (b) .June, 301; .July, 154-total, 455. 
Bundaberg (a) June, 7; July, 1-total, 8; (b) 
June, 16; July, nil-total, 16. 

"2. Have no inforn1ation." 

GOODS FOR SETTLERS ALONG DALBY-TARA 
RAILWAY. 

Mr. MORGAN (Jfu1·illa) asked the Secre
tary for Railways-

" 1. Owing to the unavoidable delay in open
ing the Dalby-Tara line for traffic, will he 
endeavour to lessen the inconvenience placed jn 
the way of settlers in having goods sent along 
that line? 

" 2. VVill he also issue instructions to the 
resident engineer that all storekeepers doing 
business along that line be given equal oppor
tunities of securing goods without preference 
being given to any one individual?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
CHon. W. T. Pag<3t, lJiackay) replied-

" 1. I am not aware of any inconvenience 
being placed in the way of settlers. Their 
goods are taken forward in full truck loads by 
ballast train, and the resident engineer is 
doing his best to avoid delay, but a time-table 
(·annot be adopted, as the free movement of 
tbe ballast train must not be interfered with, 
otherwise the r·.on1pletion of the line would be 
further delayed. 

" 2. No preference is given to any storekeeper 
or other individuaL" 

HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT BILL. 
INITIATION. 

On the motion of the HOME SECRETARY 
(Hon. J. G. Appel, .Albert), it was formally 
resolved-

" That the House will, at its next sitting, 
resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole t"· 
consider of the desirableness of introducing a, 
Bill to amend the Health Act of 1900." 

STATE CHiLDREN BILL. 
INITIATION. 

On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR 
PUBLIC INSTRUCTION (Hon. K. M. 
Grant, Rockhampton), it was formally re
solved-

l> That the House will, at its next sitting, re
solve itself into a Committee of the Whole to· 
consider of the desirableness of introducing a 
Bill to consolidate and amend the law relating 
to State children." 
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AMENDMENT OF TRADE UNION LAW. 
RESUMPTION OF DEBATE. 

On the Order of the Day being read for 
the resumption of the deoate on Mr. Theo
dore's mot[on-

" That, in the opinion of this House, the Go
vemment should at the earliest possible oppor
tunity introduce legislation for the purpose of 
amending the law relating to trade unions so 
that the unjust disabilities which now operate 
against those bodies may be removed-" 

which stood adjourned ali 7 o'clock p.m. on 
Thursday, the 20th July-

Mr. RYAN (Barcoo) said: When this matter 
was adjourned on the last day it was before 
the House I was speaking in support of the 
motion. I think t:hat, in view of the change 
which has taken place in the construction of 
the Ministry, it is well that we should confine 
ourselves to the contention that a Trade 
Dispntes Bill should be passed by this House. 
When the Premier was speaking on the ques· 
tion, I asked him if he was prepared to pass 
a law the same as that which is in force in 
England, and he said he was not. I was 
dealing, when I last spoke, with what was 
said by the present Attorney-General when 
he introduced a Trade Disputes Bill in 1906. 
I wish to again refer to it; to show that the 
Bill introduced by the Government, of which 
the present Chief Secretary was a member, 
was the same as the law is in England t.o-day, 
and I think it very desirable that we should 
know, and that the people of Queensland 
should know, whether the Government are 
prepared to carry out the programme that 
he then was a party to, or, in other words, 
are they prepared to carry out what is now 
known as the Rockhampton programme. 

The PREMIER: The English law has passed 
beyond that stage now. 

GOVERN1fENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. RYAN,; The English law has pa3Fed 
beyond that stage now, or is likely to pass 
beyond it. But I asked him was he prepared 
to ma;ke the law in Queensland the same as 
the law was made in England in 1906. 

The PREMIER : That was not your question. 

Mr. RYAN: Well, I ask it now. Will the 
hon. gentleman reply now? 

The PREMIER: You did not ask that before. 

Mr. RYAN: It is no use evading the ques· 
tion in that way. I ask the Chief Secretary 
now, is he prepared to make the law here the 
same as it was made in England in 1906. 
Will the hon. gentleman say " Yes " or 
"No" to that? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
He is not a witness now, you know. 
(Laughter.} 

Mr. RYAN: There is no answer from the 
hon. gentleman. There is an evasion. 

The SECRETARY l!-OR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
That was not the question you asked before. 

Mr. RYAN: I can quite understand the 
Secretary for Public Instruction is very 
uneasy at the position raised by this motion, 
and I can also understand why the Chief 
Secretary is very uneasy. 

The PREMIER: Not in the least. I indi
cated last week what disabilities I was pre
pared to remove. 

Mr. RYAN: The Chief Secretary is pre
pared to remove the disabilities he referred 

to last week, but these are not the dis
abilities which were proposed to be removed 
by the Governmenll of which he w~s a mem
ber in the measure whwh they mtroduced 
and passed in this House in 180fi. 

The PREMIER : Since then the wages boards 
have come in, and that largely obviates th& 
necessity for a Trade Disputes Act. (0lJP''"'' 
tion laughter.) 

Mr. RYAN: Oh, ; we have heard all 
these things. I desire quote .from the speech 
de:ivered on that occasion by the present 
Attorney-General. I think he is to be co/1-
gratu:ated on his speech and the thorough 
grasp he had on the question on that occ:"
sion. This is what the Attorney-Genm;al sa1d 
with reg,ard to the Bill before the House in 
1906. It will be found in Il ansar·d for 1906, 
page 1270. 

::'vlr. HAMILTON: Mr. Blair was Attorney
GeneMl at that time. 

Mr. RYAN: Yes, but this is the speech 
that was made by the present Attorney
General (Mr. O'Sullivan), who was then Sec
retary for Public Works-

" The Bill passed its second reading without 
any division in the House of Commons, and 
when it got into the Committee stage some 
diyisionR were taken on the provisions of the 
Bill similar to the Bill now before the House, 
with the result that it was carried by over
whelming majorities-~by 300 to 30, and 
majorities like that. 

" Mr. JACKSON: \Vas that the Government 
BiH you are speaking of? 

"The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
The Government Bill was altered. What took 
plnce in the House of Cmnrnons was this: The· 
Gove-rnnlEnt brought in a BilL One of the 
claus~s of the Bill was not satisfactory to some 
menlbers-that is the clause on the question, 
of giving protection to trade union funds. The 
ocheme of the Government Bill was to appoint 
a strike com1nittee, and the union was not to 
be held liable for any action unless it wa•· 
authorised or ratified by the strike committee. 
But some members of the House of Commons 
took up this position: rrhey were in favour of" 
granting imn1unity to the· trade unions-that 
either the funds were entitled to immunity or 
they were not. If they were entitled to im
n1unity, they should get direct immunity; if 
they were not entitled, there was no reason 
·why they ehould get even indirect immunity .. 
The objection to the Governn1ent scheme was 
this: There was an obligation on the part of 
trades unions to repudiate the acts of trade 
unioniets within a reasonable time after coming 
to the knowledge of the trades union. Now, 
that really negatived the principle of immunity 
all the time, and, judging by the legal experi .. 
ence of trades unions, the Governn1ent thought 
it better, and it certainly seemed more logical, 
to bring in a Bill like this to decide whether 
trades unions are entitled to direct immunity 
or not. There seems to me to be no middle 
course. If they are entitled to immunity, the
~.c\ct should E:ay so in plain term~: if they 9 r~ 
not entitled t0 immunity, then they should not 
get an imn1unity even in indirect terms. 

" Mr. MACARTNEY : Does the English Act give 
them ilnmunity? , 

" The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS ; 
Yes; it passed practically on the same lines as 
this." 

Those are the wor·ds that I particularly draw 
attention to, that the English Act was passed 
on pr.actic<>lly the same lines as this-mean
ing the Bill then before this House. Th<tt 
was the Bill that was included in the Rock
hampton programme, and it is the Bill which 
the Chief Secretary told me on Thursday 
last he was not now prepared to support. 

The PREMIER: You .are misquoting me. 

Mr. Ryan.] 
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Mr. RYAN: It is a serious thing to say 
that I <tm misquoting. That is practically 
accusmg me of misrepresentation, and if that 
IS so I •am qmte prepared to withdraw fro'll 
my J:lOsition if the Chief Secretary will say 
now If he is prepared to introduce legislation 
on the lines of the English Act of 1906. There 
1s no reply to that. There e<tn be no reply, 
because since then several Ministers-two at 
least-have been introduced into the Cabinet 
who in 1906 took ·a stand directly against the 
proposal of the then Secretary for Public 
"Works. I refer to the Secretary for Agricul· 
Jture, Mr. Tolmie, and the s.ecretary for Public 
Lands, Mr. Macartney. I would like to quote 
what the Secretary for Agriculture said on 
that occasion, interspersed with interjections 
from the late Premier, Mr. Kidston, and t.he 
present Secretary for Public Instruction, Mr. 
Grant. Dealing with the Bill in 1906, Mr. 
Tolmie, the present Secretary for Agricul
ture, made use of these words on page 1369 
<Of Hansard-

" Mr. TOLMIE: Dealing with the Bill itself, 
we find that it contains three principles
first, that there shall be an exemption in cer
tain cases where men commit what is an in
tolerable nuif':ance to others-that is, in the 
-case of picketing; second, that there shall bt: 
'eXemptions in the case of conspiracy, and, 
third, that the funds of the unions are to he 
protected from paying any damages that may 
nave been incurred by them. As far as the 
first is concerned, it is not a matter of great 
moment to anybody other than the persons 
subjected to the nuisance. We are told that 
the law of picketing still prevails. Under the 
·extension it will be made more intolerable. The 
question is whether it is desirable that we 
should make the lives of some unfortunates 
intolerable because they do not care to comply 
"With the demands of the unions. They are in 
a minority, and probably the rule applies that 
a minority must submit to the will of the 
majority, although it seems a very hard rule 
to adopt in such cases as that. 

" The PREMIER : \Vhicll is better-that the 
minority should suffer or the majority? 

"Mr. TOLMIE: I do not think either is very 
good; but I am not answering conundrums, 
even from the Premier. I do not think it 
impossible to devise a system by which neither 
might take place. 

" The PREMIER : I believe this Bill will be the 
best means to bring about that end. 

" Mr. TOLMIE : One would think, from the 
number of times this Bill has been before the 
House of Commons, tliey would be justified in 
passing it. It wab before the House of Com
mons in 1902, in 1903, in 1904, in 1905, and 
it is now again before them in 1906. 

"Mr. GRANT: That shows the necessity for it. 
Every good thing has to be brought before the 
1JUblic often." 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! .and 
laughter. 

Mr. RYAN: I trust that the hon. member 
for Rockhampton, the pr·esent Secretary for 
Public Instruction, will not object to it being 
brought before the House once again, if only 
to show his inconsistency-that is, if he IS 

not prepared to vote for thB metlon because 
of the change of front on the part of the 
Government. 

Mr. HAMILTON: They do not trouble about 
it no·w. 

Mr. RYAN: It may not trouble the Go
vernment or the leader, but this is a matter 
which concerns, not oniy the members of this 
House, but the people of Queensland. The 
people of Queensland have been told, and 
"-are still being told, by the hon. members on 
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the front Treasury bench, and by members 
sitting behind the Government, that the pro
gramme of the present Government is the 
same as the programme of the late Mii,listry 
-the same as the programme that was pro
mulgated at Rockhampton. I will proceed 
to show, incidentally, that it is not the same 
programme, and there is a great necessity 
for this House to affirm the motion which 
has been moved bv the hen. member for 
w oothakata. It seems to be contended by 
the Government, and by the Premier in par
ticular-no doubt in deference to the addi
tions to the Cabinet-that there shall be no 
immunity to trade unions except in the case 
of provident funds, although the law of Eng
land has gone further, and although his pre
decessor in office gave forth to the people of 
Queensland, and was returned to this House 
upon it with a majority behind hiJ?, that 
the law should be made the same as m Eng
land, not only in regard to provident funds, 
but in a number of other things. The Pre
mier seems to argue that the only legitimate 
object for which union funds can be accumu
lated is to carry on in case of strikes. 

The PRE:\JIER : And for benevolent purposes 
-superannuation and unemployment. 

Mr. RYAK: For benevolent purposes. I 
like the word "benevolent." 

The PREMIER: The expenditure of 1909 
amounted to .£16,256, of which .£2,000 was 
spent for benevolent purposes and .£14,000 
for political purposes. 

Mr. RYAN: I should like to know from 
the Premier, whether union funds being 
spent to keep men on strike is a legitimate 
object? 

The PRE}llER : Much more so than in incit
ing men to strike. 

Mr. RYAN: I am not asking him "4111Uch 
more so"; I am asking him, is it a legitimato 
object? 

Mr. D. HLTNTER: Not while there are wages 
boards. 

Mr. RYAN: He said last Thursday, and 
he says now, there is no necessity for it. 

The PREl'IIIER : Oh, no; there again you 
1nisrepresent n1e. · 

Mr. RYAN: I should like to know how 
you are misrepresented. 

The PREMIER: Hansard will reveal what I 
said and what you state. 

Mr. RYAN: I am quite prepared tc stand 
upon what Hansccrcl says, because I have 
every confidence that the Hansard staff re
port what actually takes place in this House, 
and I am quit& satisfied to leave it to the 
people of Queensland, and they can judge as 
to whether the Premier is continuing in the 
path which he wishes to lead them to believe 
he is continuing in, or whether he has gone 
back on his promise to the people, because 
he has introduced into his Cabinet some hen. 
members who do not believe in the principles 
he then believed in, and because he is sup
ported by a party that is not actuated by the 
same political ideas as the party that then 
sat behind him. In other words, he has 
proved to the people of Queensland that he i' 
prepared to hold on to office-perhaps I am 
transgressing, but I cannot help being led 
away by the fact that the hen. gentleman 
seems to be shuffling, if that word may be 
properly used in Parliament. 

Mr. LENNON: It is very appropriate. 
The PRE~!IER : It is not true. 
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Mr. RYAN: If the use of strike funds 
is legitimate for keeping a strike going, 
surely it is also legitimate for unions to 
spend their funds to constitutionally bring 
about what they desire-to send men to 
Parliament to advocate what is in their 
interests, and thereby bring about results 
that heretofore were brought about by 
strikes! 

Mr. HAMILTON : In order to prevent 
strikes. 

Mr. RYAN: It seems to me that the 
Premier is inclined to resort to the old 
primitive methods-the only way to settle 
industrial disputes is to resort to strikes. 
We say "No;" the proper way to settle 
industrial disputes is in a constitutional 
manner ; by returning representatives to 
Parliament who have a thorough grasp of 
the justice of the case, and not be a par
ticular advocate of one side or the other, 
who regard the justice of the case and 
provide tribunals which are competent to 
decide on these matters, and which will 
decide in such a way that industrial dis
putes will be settled. All the hon. member 
for Woothakata asks is that the immunity 
which is being granted in England by the 
Act of 1906 shall be extended to tradG union 
funds, notwithstanding that some of those 
funds are devoted to political purposes. 

Mr. D. HUNTER: I would not vote for it 
on that condition, but I would have sup
ported it without. 

Mr. RYAN: I do not think it is a matter 
of much concern to the hon .. member for 
\Voothakata, or to members on this side, 
how the bon. member for Woothakata votes 
on the question-(loud Opposition laughter)
the bon. member for W oolloongabba I mean 
to say-because however his vote is cast, I 
feel it will only be cast with the object of 
gaining political support outside, although 
he is not really at heart in favour of the 
gist of the motion moved by the bon. 
member for Woothakata. I am very desir
ous that this matter should come to a vote, 
and I will content myself with again empha
sising the fact that the present Government 
have receded from the position that was 
taken up by the late Premier. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
No. 

Mr. MuLLAN: Yes. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 

You are not asking for that Bill-you want 
something else. 

Mr. RYAN: I am asking for that Bill, 
and I say I am quite satisfied with that 
instalment, and the Premier has said dis
tinctly he is not in favour of that. The 
hon. member for Rockhampton will have 
an opportunity of speaking and saying 
whether or not he is in favour of the Rock
hampton programme, or, in other words, 
VI hether he is in favour of going so far as 
to bring in a Trade Disputes Bill similar 
to that which was brought in in England. 
I sympathise with him sincerely, because 
I know that he is a member of a Cabinet 
that he does not rule-that is ruled by hon. 
members who were not associated with him 
at that time and who were not supporting 
him at that time, and of course, naturally 
enough, he has to bow to the will of the 
majority, but still he gives way to the will 
of the _majority at his own risk, and that 
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risk, of course, has to be decided by his 
electors. I do not think I need add any
thing further. I shall support the motion. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. HAMILTON: Let us hear the Secretary 

for Public Instruction. 

The PREMIER : I rise to move an 
amendment-can I move an amendment, 
Sir? 

Mr. MULLAN: That is not in order. 
Mr. MURPHY: You cannot move an 

amendment now; you have already spoken. 
You must abide by the rules. 

Mr. MULLAN: While the hon. member 
is settling the matter, I shall say a few 
words on the motion. I am astonished at 
the inconsistency that is displayed by the 
Premier in connection with the motion 
moved by the hon. member for W oothakata. 
It is surprising to think that an hon. 
member who was prepared to support a 
Trade Disputes Bill in 1906, when it was 
introduced by a- Cabinet of which he was 
a member, is not prepared to support this 
motion to-day. Of course, one of the argu
ments he gave for taking his present stand 
i, that now we have wages boards the neces
sity for this Bill is obviated. Now, as a 
matter of fact we had a Wages Board Act 
in force in 1908, and a Trade Disputes Bill 
was included in the Government's pro
g-ramme. In the first and second sessions of 
1909 a Wages Board Act was in exist
ence, and yet a Trade Disputes Bill was 
included in the programme which the hon. 
member promised to support. He shows 

again his extraordinary incon
[4 p.m.] sistency in connection with this 

matter. He said the other day, 
in speaking on this motion-
" but I doubt very much if the trade unionists 
generally are desirous of being converted into a 
political machine-'' 

and he said-
u I object very n1uch to unions using their 

funds for the promotion of socialistic unionism. ·• 

The PREMIER : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. MULLAN: The hon. gentleman is 
rather late in the field; he shows himself 
to be a Rip Van Winkle when h0 takes up 
the position in 1911 that trade unionism is 
not going hand in hand with political and' 
socialistic unionism. Why, as far back ag 
1894, in England-the home of trade union
ism-a trades unions congress sat at Nor
wich, and the following resolution was
moved-

" In the opinion of this conference, it is 
essential to the maintenance of British industry 
to nationalise the land, mines, minerals, and 
royalty rents." 
And Keir Hardie, a prominent member of 
the English Labour party, moved what was 
then regarded as the famous amendment, to 
the effect that we should substitute for the 
words " mines, minerals, and royalty 
rents " the words " and the whole means. 
of production, distribution, and exchange." 
The motion was supported by John Burns, 
and in supporting it he said trades unionism 
was the indispensable preliminary and pre
cursor of the modern development of 
sc cialism. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION ~ 

Was the amendment carried? 

Mr . .Mullan.] 
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Mr. MULLAN: The amendment was 
carried, embodying the principle of social
ism, by 219 to 61 votes, and from then it 
became recognised that unionism supported 
th? principle of socialism. More than any
thmg else, the point I wish to make is that 
unionism in England recognised that indus· 
trial and political action should be taken 
together. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. MULLAN: Then again, what is the 
position in Queensland? Why, at the first 
labour convention held in Queensland, in 1882, 
they formulated a programme based upon 
the platform of the Australian Labour 
Federation. The old Australian Labour 
Federation comprised the unions of Queens
land, and they had the most socialistic plat
form that has yet been recognised in 
Queensland. The first political labour plat
form of Queensland was based upon that, 
showing that the hon. gentleman is alto
gether out of touch with what the unions 
of Queensland require. The Australian 
Workers' Union, which is the very strongest 
union in Queensland, has been the 
very backbone of political unionism in 
Queensland, .and if the hon. gentleman says 
that the unionists of Queensland do not 
require this sort of thing, we will look at 
the doings of the last trades union con
gress, held, in 1910, in Brisbane, at which 
there were thirty-nine Queensland trade 
unions represented. We find the following 
resolution was carried unanimously-

" That this congress affirms the principle of 
industrial unions taking political action, ap
proves of the constitution and platform framed 
by the recent Labour Convention, and urges 
upon the members of all Queensland unions to 
do their utmost to secure the enactment into 
-statute law of each plank embodied in the 
Labour platform." 

I think I have submitted abundant evi
dence to prove that the unions of Queens
land, at all events, are to-day in favour of 
political and industrial action going hand 
in hand, and before the Premier again 
gets up in this House to tell us that the 
unions do not require to have socialism 
incorporated in their principles, I think 
he should study the doings of and 
try to understand what really is the motive 
power which is driving the unions of 
Queensland to-day. 

The PREMIER : I auite understand that. 
Mr. MULLAN : Apparently, the hon. 

gentleman was unaware of it when he made 
his statement last Thursday afternoon. 

The PREMIER: Oh no ! 
Mr. MULLAN: The most astounding 

statement made by the hon. gentleman was 
that in which he said he was prepared to 
protect the strike funds of unions. It is 
an extraordinary thing to see the Premier 
get up and tell the House that he is pre
pared to do something to promote strikes. 
This side wants to prevent strikes. 

The PREMIER: You have not proved it. 

Mr. MULLAN: The hon. gentleman flung 
a taunt across the floor that we wanted to 
promote strikes, but he got up and told 
the House that he was prepared to protect 
-strike funds. We, on the other hand, while 
we would have latitude to protect strike 
funds, go further, and do what the hon. 
gentleman says he will not do-strange as 
it may appear-we will also protect politi-

[.Mr. Mttllan. 

cal funds, and enable unions to have their 
troubles settled politically imtna<i of by the 
tortuous method of strikes. We deprecate 
strikes; we look upon strikes as the last re
sort, although I will be sorry when the day 
comes when men will be debarred of the 
final right of strike, because, when all is 
said and done, men must have a final right 
of insisting on their demands. 

The PRE;>IIER: Like the previous speaker, 
you are misquoting-I said I would protect 
the benevolent funds or provident fund; I 
do not remember the exact words. 

Mr. MULLAN: On pages 163 and 164 
the hon. gentleman spoke as follows:-

" I am willing, if industrial laws to-day are 
not effective, to have them amended so that 
they shall be effective, or I am perfectly willing 
to amend trade union law to provide that the 
contributions which the various persons shall 
give per week or per month shall be allocated 
to a benefit fund, strike fund, or superannua
tion fund." 
That is plain enough. 

The PREMIER: Hear, hear! What more 
do you want than that? 

Mr. MULLAN: If the hon. gentleman is 
prepared to protect a strike fund, is it not 
a monstrous thing to say that he is not 
prepared to support a political fund, by 
which we might settle disputes of trade 
unions--

The PREMIER: No, create them. 
Mr. MULLAN: Through this House, in

stead of through the medium of a strike. 
Evidently, from all we have seen of the 
statement of the hon. gentleman, it is he 
who is eager to create strikes rather than 
this side of the House. 

Mr. D. HUNTER: You have not proved 
your statement yet. 

Mr. MULLAN: If the hon. gentleman 
will snbmit to the method we suggest of 
enabling us to settle our disputes-and of 
protecting our unions during disputes-then 
all will be well. I am really astonished at 
the hon. gentleman, but, as I was about to 
state when I was interrupted a little while 
ago, in 1890, when the great maritime strike 
was raging, and later on when the shearers' 
strike created such trouble in Queensland, 
we were told that unionists, that labour 
men, should try and settle their dispntes in 
a constitutional way. 

The PREMIER : What are the points of 
dispute-rates of wages and conditions? 

Mr. MULLAN: We are prepared to settle 
our disput~s in a constitutional way; but the 
hon. gentleman would prevent unions from 
using their funds to put men into Parliament 
to settle disputes in a constitutional way. This 
is supposed to be a Liberal Government; yet 
the hon. gentleman had to quote in •Support of 
his contention one of the most Conservative 
members of the House of Commons. F .. E. 
Smith. · 

The PREMIER: One of the ablest men there. 
1\fr. MULLAN: I am not disputing his 

ability; I am referring· to his politics. The 
hon. gentleman was hard pressed when he had 
to call to his support one who is recognised as 
one of the leading Conservative members. 

The PREMIER: I also called in Keir Hardie. 
Mr. MULLAN: I also brought in Keir 

Hardie to support my position. The Pr&mier 
also said that one of the reasons why he would 
not accede to the request of the unions was 
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that the minority could levy on the majority, 
~s the majority would not vote. In any 
sphere of life the same thing applies. Take 
any company with which the hon. gentle· 
man is connected : the minority of the sharo
bolders control the company, because the 
majority will not take the trouble to vote. 
And is it a fair thing to deprive unions of 
protection for their funds because he fears 
that the minority of members will impose 
a levy on the majority? 

The PREMIER: I am afraid of coercive 
power being used. 

Mr. MULLAN: The bon. gentleman is a 
good judge of coercive power. 

The PREMIER: I gave pl<mty of evidence of 
it in my speech last week. 

Mr. MULLAN : In these days of modern 
progress he must recognise the far-reaching 
.and beneficial influence of unionism. 

The PREMIER: Hear, hear! 
Mr. MULLAN: The Commonwealth Statis

tician (Mr. Knibbs) in matters of this kind 
merely looks from the cold materialistic point 
-of view, and he says in his recent publica
tion that the objects of trade unionism >are 
to ext·end the reasonable comforts of •a civi
lised community to those engage·d in every 
branch of industry. 

The PREMIER: Hear, hear! 
Mr. MULLAN: The hon. gentleman can 

'' hear,, hear" that; but when we want to 
'Obtain the means by which that can be accom
plished he wants to prevent it. 

'rhe PREMIER: The hon. member's object is 
·socialism. 

Mr. MULLAN: Mr. Knibbs goes further 
. and says that " their efforts have resulted in 
improved conditions, particularly shorter 
hours, and a healthier mode of life." Surely 
the hen. gentleman does not disagree with 
that? 

The PREMIER: I entirely agree with it. 
Mr. MULLAN: 'l'hen the hon. gentleman is 

entirely inconsistent in doing something to 
prevent the possibility of bringing it about. 
Prior to 1871 in England trade unions were 
illegal combinations. 

The PREMIER: That is ancient history. 
Mr. MULLAN: It is ancient history, but 

the hon. gentleman went further back than 
that. 

The PREMIER: You are trying to talk it 
·out; we want to come to a vote. 

Mr. MULLAN: In 1871 .an Ad was passed 
i!l England, giving what the hon. gentleman 
described in his "ancient history" last week 
as a charter to trade unions. In 1886 we got 
a similar charter here, and we rested in 
f aneied security till the T·aff Vale decision 
of 1901, which showed that we were subject 
to the conspiracy l•aws, ·and that our funds 
were liable to confisoation, and that unions 
were liabl-e .for the unauthorised .acts of their 
agents. Fancy the conspiracy Iaws 0f 
troublous times, when men were oonspiring 
for the dethronement o.f .a monarch, or the 
downfall of •a Gov·ernment-f.ancy the people 
of Queensland having those ilaws applied to 
them ! A very apt illustration of the posi
tion of trade unions might be given by mak
ing a comparison between banks and trade 
unions .as r·egards the protection of thei;· 
funds. If a servant or agent of a bank were 
to take <1 plug of dynamite and blow up a 
private office, he woul·d, of course, be 

arrested and liable to conviction, and pn
bably a long sentence; but it would end 
there· neither the bank nor its funds nor its 
office;s would be liable. But if a unionist 
during a strike goes to a private office-tho 
Colonial Sugar Refining Company's office, 
for instance-·and b:ows it up with a p:ug of 
dynamite, he is liable to ·imprisonment for a 
long term. But it does not stop there. The 
whole union is liable; the whole of the funds 
are liable for the damages, and the officers 
are liable to conviction for conspiracy under 
the Act. Does not this plainly show that the 
laws of Queenslan·d do not plaoe unions on 
the S•ame footing· as companies? Why shoukl 
unions be amenable to a law that is not 
equally applicable to banks and other com· 
p.anies? 

Mr. D. HUNTER: You do not state the case. 
Mr. MULLAN : It shows the deep-rooted 

ant·agvnism that prevails against unions and 
agai~st 3:nything we do to promote' the 
amehoratwn of the condition of humanity. 

The PREMIER: You know that is not true. 
Mr. MULLAN : I may, perhaps, use the 

hen. gentleman as an ex•ample of a person 
who would trample under foot ·the aspirations 
of the people. The position is this: After 
the Taff V>ale decision .it became necessarv 
for the unions to get further protection fo'i
their funds. 

The PREl\IIER : Is that all you ·ask? 
Mr. MULLAN : I will tel.J you what I 

ask. I .ask. the hen. gentleman is he pre
pare~ to g:rve the Trade Disputes Bill, as 
promrsed ln the proo-r·amme of several 
Cabinets of which he w~s .a member? 

The P!'!EMIER: I will deal with that at the 
proper time . 

Mr. MULLAN: The hon. gentleman has 
not the courage to answer the question. 

The PREMIER: I have already spoken and 
I cannot deal with it now. ' 

. Mr. MANN: I will move an amendment to 
grve you a chance. 

Mr. MULLAN: The Trade Disputes Bill 
?f 1906 was mtroduced by the Imperial Par
:rament t-o protect trade union funds; it was 
mtended to meet the defects found owino- to 
th<; Taff Vale. decision. It oovered "two 
pomts .. It was !ntend.:;d to legalise picketing 
-;-that. rs, t.o grve umomsts ·an opportunity 
m. stnke trme of gomg to men who were 
mrsled pr-oba):lly~men seeking to take the 
places of then mat.es-<and put ·their aspect 
of the case be.fore these men. Is it not better 
t<? enable umomsts to go and submit their 
Vl.ews peacefully to the other men-men who 
·are now descnbed as blacklegs, and scabs, 
and so forth-tha.~, as at present, h<we these 
men brought sr,ently and secretly sur
rol!nded by police in such .a way as to' incit·e 
stnkers tc breaches of the peace ? That was 
re.ally the intention <?f the English Trad~ 
Drsput·es Act-to legahse pe<>ceful pick·eting. 
and amend the. la;v .of c;mspiracy in relation 
to the acts of mdrvr.duar unionists. 

The PREMIER: Was it peaceful picketino- at 
Chrlders the other day? " 

Mr:. MULI;.AN: As the senior member for 
IpswJCh remmds me, the English Act was 
passed by a Conservwtive House of Lords and 
Y.et. we have a so-called Liberal Gcwern'rnent 
srttmg on the other side of the House who 
refuse to grant even this modicum of relief to 
trades unionists of Queensland. 

The PREMIER: What modicum? 

Mr. Mullan.] 
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Mr. MULLAN: The Trade Disputes Bill, 
as promised by the hon. gentleman o.ver and 
over again. 

The PREMIER: That is not what the hon. 
member for vVoothakata asks for. 

Mr. MULLAN: What is the bon. gentleman 
prepared to give the bon. member for 
Woothakata? 

The PRE~HER: I said last week what I was 
prepared to give him. 

Mr. MULLAN: The only thing that I could 
see the hon. gentleman was prepared to give 
last week was that he wanted to prohibit 
unionists from accumnlatirrg funds for fear 
they might return Labour members to this 
House. But he was quite prepared to give 
unionists the opportunity of establishing 
strike funds ·in thB hope, perhaps, that he 
might incite them to strike. I could see no 
other object in his speech tha.n that. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: He likes str:kes. 

Mr. MULLAN: It is not long since ·a 
prominent member of the Government accused 
others on this side and myself of inciting men 
to strike. Yet here we had the hon. gentle
man telling us last Thursday that he was in 
favour of doing the one thing which above 
everyth'ng else is likely to hBlp men to strike, 
because men must have the sinews of war if 
they strike. They must havB money behind 
them, and the hon. gentleman was prepared 
to give them power to get money for that 
purpose. Our party recognise that trade 
unions are beneficial to the community as a 
whole. We hBlieve in the principle of collec
tive bargaining. We think that the average 
individual to-day would have a pretty hard 
tussle--that he would have a hopeless chance 
of asserting his right to a living wage-if he 
had to go on the principle of individual 
bargaining as against collective bargaining. 

The PREMIER: Then what is the use of all 
the industrial legislation? 

Mr. D. HUNTER: That is a poser. 

Mr. MULLAN: I did not catch the PrB
mier's interjection. 

The PREMIER: Then what is thB use of all 
the industrial legislation if what you say is 
correct! 

Mr. MULLAN: What I have said is in no 
way inconsistent with any industria.! legisla
tion. What I have said has shown rather 
the necessity of giving us more industrial 
legislation. 

The PREMIER: On what lines 1 

Mr. MULLAN: To protect unions against 
trusts, combines, and monopolies; as we have 
them to-day, it would be hopeless to have 
individual bargaining, and we are bound to 
have collective bargaining. 

The PREMIER: Per medium of the Arbitra
tion Court and wa.ges boards-yes. 

Mr. MULLAN: It is because we recognise 
this that we ·are the more eager to try •and pro
teet union funds and union members, as far 
as possible. I do not want to monopoliSB the 
whole oi the time, as there are several other 
members interested in this subject, and I want 
to give them an opportunity of saying a few 
words too. I realise that the Government 
want to do nothing that would help forward 
political o,r socialistic unionism; but union· sm 
will proceed on the even tenor of its way 
regardless of the friendship or the hostility 
of the hon. gentleman. Union'sm has done 
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more for the people of Queensland than ever
the hon. gentleman's Government or any 
other Government of the same kind has done 
or is likely to do. 

Mr. D. HUNTER: Socialism has not. 

Mr. MULLAN: To unionism is due more 
than to anything else the grand proil"~ess th~t 
we have made industnally and pohtwally m 
Queensland. 

Mr. CoRSER: Not under socialism, though. 

Mr. MULLAN: Yes. The s?cialism of 
Queensland was practically conceived by _the 
unionists of Queensland. It was the um?n
ists of Queensland who formed th_e Aus~ra~Ia_n 
Labour Federation, and drafted Its soc;ahstw 
platform. I do not intend to detam the 
House any longer, e~cept to say tha.t I am 
surprised at the attitude the Premi~r has· 
taken up, and I hope that even at tl.ns lat_e 
hour he will sec fit to rece4e fror.n his po~I
tion, and possibly the way m. whwh he will 
recede will be to get one of his colleagues to 
get up and try to create a sort of e£cape 
door per medium of an amendment. 

The PREi\!IER : Certainly we will move an 
amendment. 

THE SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRUCTION (Hon. K.. M. Grant, Rock
hampton), who was re~c:ved w1th laughter· 
and cheers from Oppos1t10n members, smd: 
I am not occupying the position the hon. 
member for Charters Towers desires this side 
should take up-that I and a number of 
other members on this side, myself in par
ticular, who voted for the Trade Disputes 
Bill that was introduced in 1906, shall be put 
into a nasty corner by this motion. That is· 
the most foolish idea possible. It is a most 
ridiculous idea because we are still prepared 
to vote for th~ Bill that was introduced in 
1906. 

Mr. J. M. HuNTER: Why don't yeu intro
duce it? 

THE SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRUCTION: But that is not the Bill the 
other side are asking us to bring in. Boiled 
down what they are asking at the present 
time 'is that every trade unionist in Queens
land should be ·a member of the Labour 
party. 

LABOUR MEMBERS: No. 

THE SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRUCTION: Every unionist must be a 
member of the Labour party. 

LABOUR MEMBERS: No. 

THE SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRUCTION: In the Australian Workers' 
Association rules there is a proviso that. 
every member must sign, and that is that he 
is in favour of the Labour platform. 

Mr. RYAN: Yes, but this protects employers 
as well. 

THE SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
S'l'RUCTION: He must be in favour of the 
Labour objective. And what does that 
mean 1 That any man whose political 
opinions are opposed to those of the Labour 
party must either starve or become a hypo
crite. That is exactly the position. This has' 
been tried before. As the hon. member for
Charters Towers said, it was tried by Mr. 
Lane, and the Australian Labour Federa
tion, many years ago. Even the socialists of 
that time found that it became unworkable 
by its own weight. If this motion is carried, 
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it means that two unions will control the 
whole of the workers in the State-the Aus
tralian Workers' Association and the Aus
tralian \Yorkers' Union; and those two 
unions will be controlled by two or three 
men in Brisbane. They will give their in
structions, and the unions will simply have 
to do what they are told. The hon. member 
for Charters Towers also referred to a cer
tain conference. I remember that conference 
being held about twenty-five years ago. 
They passed, as the hon. member rightly 
said, one of the most socialistic platforms 
that was ever devised, and the end of that 
platform was : " And this is to be put into 
force forthwith." That was twenty-five years 
ago. It has not been the Labour party that 
has put palliatives, as the hon. member for 
Bundaberg· says, into operation. It has been 
the Liberal Government of Queensland. 

Mr. MAY: Forced by the Labour party. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRUCTION: I have heard that cry before. 
As my late leader said in Rockhampton 
when he was contesting the election two 
years ago, in reply to the charge that the 
Labour party made him do these things
" I will show you next session. I will put 
mv programme through, and the Labour 
p,;;rty won't have the credit of dotting an 'i' 
or crossing a ' t ' in the matter." 

Mr. MuRPHY: How many of the first 
Labour party declared themselves socialists? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRUCTION: I know many La;bour members 
pretend to be socialists, but I would like to 
know how many genuine socialists there are 
in the party. I know my hon. friend, the 
hon. member for Barcoo, is not even a 
Labour man. He may pretend to be one, 
but he is not really as much a Labour man 
as I am. (Laughter.) The hon. member for 
Charters Towers says a Trade Disputes 

Act was carried in England. But 
[4.30 p.m.] what were the condit:ions in 

England when that Act was 
passed? The trade unions desired to be re
presented by some of their own men, and the 
only way in which they could get repre
sentatives in Parliament to voice their views 
was by paying those members. There were 
no wages boards in England. But in Queens
land there is payment of members to meet 
the views of t:he workers who desire to be 
represented in Parliament by their own men, 
and we have wages boards to deal with in
dustrial troubles when they arise. The 
Trade Disput<Js Bill introduced by the Minis
ter for Works at that time, Mr. O'Sullivan, 
did not meet the views of the Labour party, 
though they are now pretending that they 
desire such a Bill. What did the Worker oE 
the 19th October, 1906, say about that Bill? 
It advised the Labour pa:rty to throw out 
the Bill, and members of the Labour party 
were afraid to vote for it, though they have 
now the temerity to say that1 members on 
this side are opposed to a Trade Disputes 
Bill. Thp, Labour party of that day were 
instructed by the Worker, and the Worker 
said, '" W;e represent the opinion of the 
trade unions of Queensland, and we advise 
the Lab011r party to have nothing to do with 
the Bill." 

Mr. LENNON: The Labour party take no 
instructions from anyone outside its own 
ranks 

1911-v 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRUCTION: I know whom the hon. mem
ber t:akes instructions from. 

Mr. LENNON: No, you don't; I challenge 
you to name anyone from whom I take in
structions. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRUCTION: The Labour party were in
structed to vote against that Bill, and now 
we have them saying that members on this 
side are refusing to support such a measure. 
I do not suppose there is any man sitting on 
this side of the House who was in the 
House at that time who will not vote for 
the Bill as introduced in 1906. The Premier 
clearly stated that he wanted to give ~he 
fullest liberty with regard to trade umon 
funds and to protect those funds. The hon. 
gentleman went to considerable trouble to 
make his meaning clear, and he did make 
itl clear, and that was that for all legitimate 
purposes trade union funds would be pro
tected, but not for political purposes. If all 
the workers in Queensland were socialists 
and were believers in the Labour party, 
something might be said in favour of asking 
for the protection of funds used for political 
purposes. But members opposit1e are asking 
the House to put into the hands of organised 
un;ons a weapon that will enruble them to 
compel men tn be out of work unless they 
become hypocrites and sign the Labour plat
form. V.fe are quite willing to give every 
legitimate protection to trade union funds, 
but we are not willing to give trade unions 
a weapon by which they may compel thou
sands to starve or become members of the 
Labour party. That is exactly the position. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: Th>1t is the conservative 
argument always. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRUCTION: If the unions desire to be
come members of the Labour party, and to 
become socialists-and I do not think it will 
be contended even by members opposite 
that all the workers of Queensland are 
socialists-the Labour part.y would be very 
much stronger than it is at the present time. 
The hon. member for Charters Towers 
accused members on t.his side of fomenting 
strikes and industr;al troubles, but he knows 
that is not the case. 

Mr. MULLAN: Creating the means by which 
they can be fomented. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRUCTION: No; that is ·not what the 
hon. member se.id, and that is not the 
impression which he desired to convey to 
the House. The impression he desired to 
convey was that :we created or fomented 
strikes and industrial troubles. No Govern
ment-whether a Labour Government or a 
Liberal Government-desires to have strikes 
and industrial troubles in the Sta.te whose 
affairs they have to administer. Has the 
1906 Act done away wi.th industrial 
troubles in England ? Is it not a fact that 
one of the biggest strikes that has ever 
occurred in England is raging in the sea
port towns of the United Kingdom at the 
present time? If the Trade Disnutes Act. 
has not done away with strikes in the old 
country, how can it do away with strikes in 
Queensland? The hon. member for Barcoo 
said it would tend to do away with strikes, 

Hon. K. M. Grant.] 
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but again I ask, have there been fewer 
strikes in the old country since the Trade 
Disputes Act was passed there? 

The PREMIER: No. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRUCTION: We are not a bit different 
from the people in other countries, and the 
Labour party here are not different from 
the Labour partv in other countries. The 
Labour party want to get into power here 
as they want to be in power elsewhere. 
How do they prevent strikes in New South 
Wales? How did Mr. Griffith, the Mims~er 
for Works in New South Wales, deal w1th 
strikers in that State? Did he say " We 
will give you a conference, and will dis~mss 
the matter8 in dispute in a friendly sp1r1t, 
we say your demand is a reaso!lable one, 
men doing the work you are domg .• ~houl~ 
have better wages and better condJc~ons? 
Did he do anything of that kind? No. He 
did what we should have been blamed 1f 
we attempted to do-he engaged a lot of 
"scab" labour in Sydney, arranged for a 
special train to take those men to the work, 
and when the men who were on strike went 
to their work next morning they found 
they were not wanted, as the free labourers 
introduced by the Minister for Works had 
taken their places. That was d?ne under a 
Labour Ministry; . and that IS probably 
what the Labour party would do if they 
got into power in Queensland. They would 
find then that their theoretical opinions 
and hard practical conditions cannot always 
be reconciled. The hon. member for Char
ters Towers gave an instance of what might 
happen if trade union funds \yere not pro
tected as he desires, and sa1d that 1f a 
bank were blown up by ·a unionist the fun~s 
of the union would be confiscated, That 1s 
not so. But if a trade union passed a reso
lution instructing someone to blow up that 
bank it would be a fair thing to seize the 
unio~ funds. I know that the hon. member 
for Woothakata thought that in moving 
this motion he was adopting a clever piece 
of political strategy. But he did not take 
into account the fact that the hon. member 
for W ooloongabba and other hon. members 
who have spoken have advocated and voted 
for a Trade Disputes Bill. 

Mr. MAY: It was not to benefit .us, but 
to benefit the workers that the motron was 
brought forward. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRUCTION: It was not to benefit the 
workers. The Premier may have . been 
wrong when he said the motion was mtro
duced to benefit socialism. It has been 
introduced more to benefit the mem~ers of 
the Labour party at the ne;x:t elec.tron by 
providing a means of coermon wh10h c~n 
be used against men who do not beheve m 
the Labour platform. It a;ppears to me 
that that is exactly the pos1twn, and now, 
to give an opportuni.ty to m'.'mbers. who 
believe in a Trade Drsputes Bill as mtro
duced in 1906 and who voted for that 
measure, and would, I presume,_ vote for 
it again, I have much pleasure m movmg 
an amendment. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Ah, ah ! 
Mr. WINSTANLEY: That is not strategy, 

is it? 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN

STRUCTION: I have here a proviso to 
add to the end of if, just to make it clear, 
as the Premier says, so that he who runs 
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n,ay read, and so that anyone can see who 
are going to benefit by it, the workers of 
Queensland or the Labour party. For th~t 
is what it amounts to. I move that th1s 
proviso be inserted after the word " re
n1oved "-

" But this shall not apply to unions which 
contain in their rules a contribution for 
political purposes." 
(Loud Opposition laughter.) 

GoVERNIIiENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRUCTION: That means that members 
on both sides of the House can now clearly 
understand what they are doing. On our 
side we are willing to give every protection 
to unions. We are prepared to protect their 
benefit fund and their unemployment fund 
or any other fund that they. desire to be pro
tected, but we refuse to g1ve a. weapon. to 
a political party to coerce men mto JOmmg 
their union. 

GoVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN

STRUCTION: For that is exactly what 
it amounts to. 

Mr. LENNON: Will you exempt the funds 
of the People's Progressive League? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRUCTION: No political funds will be 
protected at all. I have n:uch ple;'sure in 
moving the amendment I JUst reaa. 

Mr. MuLLAN: You will not protect many 
unions with that amendment. 

Question put. 
Mr. MANN (Cairns) : I was rather sorr:y 

that the Chief Secretary was not allowed 
to move his amendment. I do not know if 
it was the same in substance as that just 
rr.oved by the Secretary for Public Instruc
tion. I was going to meet the case myself 
and allow the Chief Secretary to have a 
second speech by moving an a'!'endment _to 
omit the word "trade " and msert m Its 
place the word "industrial" and make it 
.apply to all industrial unions and not me·rely 
to trade unions. I advocated that that 
should be done during the last election. 
The motion for a Trade Disputes Bill is 
not comprehensive enou(rh, and if it is a 
good thing for trad~ umo1_1s it s_hould be." 
good thing for all mdustnal umons. It IS 
only a fair thing to include all unions of 
unskilled workers just the same as trade 
unions, So far as I can judge, the amend
ment means that the Government are pre
pared to support . IJ;llY Bill that will. _not 
contain a propositiOn that the pohtwal 
funds will be protected. I really cannot see 
myself wh,v political funds ~hould not be 
protected If they protect stnke funds. If 
the unions through its officials commit any 
harm and do any damage, then the union 
should be compelled to pay for it. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. MANN: That is the opinion I have 
always held. I ·do not beJi,eve .in the present 
disability in connection with unions, bf!e':''!se 
it may then throw the whole respons1b1hty 
of anv acts of a unionist on to the officials. 
alth01xgh the 'acts may be committed without 
the consent of the offici,als. That is, if the 
president of that union or the socretary 
h«ppens to have property in the shape of a 
oot'tage or allotment, and any member of a. 
union during troublous times goes .and com
mits ,a wrongful act the offici!als may be held 
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''esnonsibiB. I do not be:ievo in unions suf
fering disabilities. On the other hand, I do 
mot believe for one moment that ·anyone who 
desires to join a union that is making for 
better condi·tions in the trade or calling in 
which he is engaged should be compelled to 
pay into the political funds of that union if 
he does not agree with it. 

GovERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. MANN: The whole thing shou1d be 
·optional. If •a man behevos in supporting a 
certain party because he believes that that 
party are going to assist him to get better 
conditions, then he has a perfect dght to 
pay into their political fund; but if, on the 
other hand-and we find a good many oasos 
Df it ·amongst working people-they think 
that the other party is better for t.hem, then 
he should not be compelled to pay into the 
political fund of the party he doBS not 
believe in. 

The PREMIER : That is the crux of the 
whole qtlestion. 

Mr. MANN: It is the erux of the whole 
question. If all the workers in Brisbane were 
supporters of the Labour party and the 
policy of the L.abour party, then, instead of 
'holding only two seats in the metropolis, they 
would practically hold every seat in th0 
Brisbane ,area, with the exception of one or 
two se·ats in the suburbs. If ,a]] the workers 
-supported the Labour party ·in their political 
programme, they woul-d sweep the whole of 
the metropolis, and the strength of the 
Government, :inste:W of being in the citi·es, 
would be in the country districts ·amongst 
the f,armers. On this side you will find tw0 
'Or thr-ee members returned by country dis
tricts, because the farmers in that district 
believe that the programme of the Opposition 
is the progNJJmme best suited for the welf.are 
of the small settler; but you will find on the 
'Government side of the House numerous 
members representing workers in the metro
polis, because the work-ers believe that the 
'q,overnment programme is the best to help 
them. 

GoVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, he.ar ! 

Mr. MANN: I may say that I was in 
'favour of tho Bill introduced in 1906. I 
went to the country in 1908 supporting it, 
and again in 1909 I put before my electors 
my views on the matter, and urged that, 
:inste,;:;r-of having it merely for tmd0 unions, 
1t should apply 'also to industrial unions, .and 
take in all workers. I am prepared to give 
the workers Bvery protection that it is pos
sible to give in the matter of their funds, so 
that if 'anything is -done by any member of a 
particular union without instructions from 
11is officia-ls, then the officials shall not be 
penalised for any ,a,ction which they have not 
sanctioned. That is only fair. I was listen. 
ing to the senior m-ember for Charters 
Towers, ·and he said that in the last resort 
strikes should be rewrted to. 

Mr. MuLLAN: No; I said I shoulp be sorrv 
to see strikes, but we should nev·er take a wa v 
'from men the final right to strike. " 

Mr. MANN: 'That also implies that you 
should not take away from the Bmployer the 
'final right to lock out. That is what it 
,amounts to. You must take that away to 
nave -industri.al peace. If you tell the men 
they must not strike, you must also tell the 
'l'lmployer that he must not lock out. It is a 
foo !ish thing to say ,after we :have passed 
:legislation_, and perhaps have a costly arbi-

court, that the employers should bB 
to g,ay, "That decision is not for us. 

\Ve will lock the men out." 
Mr. O'SULLIVAN: The Bmployers have othet· 

ways of getting .aver it. 

Mr. MANN: .And so have the employees. 
The unionists are not as helpless as they 
were in the old days. They have or~anisa
tions, they rave funds, and they are JUSt as 
skilful in industrial warfare as the em
ployers. I honestly believe that, ":nd say 
so on the floor of this House. I cla1m that 
if you· are going to leave the men, as a last 
resort, the power to strike, you must leave 
the employer the power to lock out, and 
then all your industrial legislation will be 
useless, because i£ you settle a question in 
the Arbitration Court and either side refuse 
to accept the verdict, what is the use of 
having a tribunal to settle disputes? Would 
you have it in a court of justice? Say the 
member for Charters Towers and myself 
had a dispute about a piece of property, 
and I appealed to the cou_rt and the verdict 
was against me, would you allow me to use 
brute force and say to the member for 
Charters Towers, "I have been beaten in 
the court, but I am going to beat you by 
physical violence?" 'We cannot allow that 
for one moment. If we are going to pass 
legislation to prevent strikes, it must be 
equally binding on both sides, and if we 
are going to prevent lock-outs we must also 
stop strikes. 

GoVERNMENT MEii!BERS : Hear, hear : 

HoNOURABLE MEiiiBERS : Question, question ! 

Question-That the words proposed to be 
added (Mr. Grant's amendment) be so 
added-put; and the House divided:-

AYEs, 32. 
Mr. Appel 

Barnes, G. P. 
Barnes, "'iV. H. 
Booker 
Brennan 
Bridges 
Corser 
Crawford 
Cribb 
Denbam 
Forrest 
Forsytb 
Fox 
Grant 
Grayson 
Gunn 

Tellers: Mr. D. Hunter 

Mr. Hodge 
Hunter, D. 
Keogh 
Mackintosh 
Mann 
Morgan 
Paget 
Petrie 
Philp 
Somerset 
Swayne 
Trout 
Vowles 
Walker 
White 
Wienholt 

and !VIr. Vowles. 

NOES, 22. 
Mr. Allen Mr. lVIaughan 

Barber May 
Breslin Mulcahy 
Ferricks Mullan 
Foley Murphy 
Hamilton Nevitt 
Hardacre O'Sull.ivan 
Hunter, J. M. Payne 
Land Ryan 
Lennon Theodore 
McLachlan Winstanley 

Tellers: Mr. Theodore and Mr. Breslin. 

PAIRS. 
Ayes-Mr. Macartney and iVIr. Allan. 
Noes-Mr. Blair and Mr. Lesina. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

Original question, as amended, stated. 

Mr. McLACHLAN (Fortitucle Valley): 
[ was rather surprised to notice that the 
first Ministerial deliverance in this House 

Mr. McLachlan.] 
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of the Secretary for Public Instruction 
should have been one in opposition to a 
very fair measure of industrial reform. The 
Minister, during the whole course of his 
speech, endeavoured to point out that the 
reason why he, and other members on the 
Government side, did not propose to support 
the motion was because it went further than 
the trades disputes measure which had been 
introduced in this House on a previous 
occasion, and which he, and others, were 
prepared to support. It seems to me a 
very strange attitude for the hon. gentleman 
to take up-to argue that he was still pre
pared to support that measure, and to find, 
although he is a member of the Cabinet, 
he did not have included in the programme 
of the Government a Trade Disputes Bill. 
A Trade Disputes Bill was in the policy 
which Mr. Kidston submitted to the people 
of Queensland in his Rockhampton speech, 

and I think it was about that 
[5 p.m.] time that he used the words 

quoted by the Secretary for 
Public Instruction, that he would not permit 
the Labour party or any party to cross a 
"t" or dot an "i," and that it was his 
intention to pass into law his own pro
gramme. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
And he did it. (Opposition laughter.) 

Mr. McLACHLAN: A portion of that 
programme was the Trade Disputes Bill. 
Mr. Kidston has removed himself, or been 
rt•moved, from this Chamber, but we have 
still the Secretary for Public Instruction, 
who was conspicuous during that election 
when the Rockhampton programme was 
before the people of Queensland in the way 
he supported the Premier of the day. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: And he said it was all 
g-oing to be carried out. 

Mr. McLACHLAN: And included in the 
programme on which he was returned as a 
supporter was a Trade Disputes Bill. 

The· SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
That is not the Bill you want. 

The PREMIER : It is not the purport of 
this resolution. 

Mr. McLACHLAN: The Secretary for 
Public Instruction says that it was not the 
Bill that we want. I do not know that 
there was any Bill mentioned in the pro
gramme of Mr. Kidston other than the 
term, "a Trade Disputes Bill." 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
There was a Bill introduced into the House. 

Mr. McLACHLAN: I am perfectly aware 
that there was a Bill introduced into the 
House some time ago, and that that Bill 
did not become law. Certain exception was 
taken to it by members on this side, and 
by people in other parts of Queensland, 
and the evidence we have had in the past 
is that when objection is taken to a measure 
by members on this side aud by an agita
tion throughout Queensland, that on 
another occasion when the measure is again 
introduced there has been some pro
visions included which were advocated on 
this side, and it is reasonable to suppose 
that the measure which the late Premier in
tended to introduce as part of his Rock
hampton programme would be in an 
amended form, and the Secretary· for Pub
lic Instruction was not prepared to support 
a measure of that kind. To-day we- find 
him moving an amendment to a motion 
brought forward to authorise the introduc· 
tion of legislation which would protect 
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trade unions and trade union funds, and 
it was for no other purpose than to plaoo 
himself and the other occupants of the 
Government benches in a position to jus
tify their opposition to the motion of the 
hon. member for W oothakata, and still be· 
enabled to explain to their constituents that 
they were anxious and willing to support. 
a Trade Disputes Bill, that this amend
ment was moved. 

The PREMIER: What a kindly motive. 
Mr. McLACHLAN: We saw the Premier 

rise with feverish haste, immediately the 
hon. member for Charters Towers concluded 
his speech, to move an amendment, forget
ting all about the Standing Orders for two· 
or three moments. A man so well versed in 
the Standing Orders, knowing full well that 
he had already spoken on the main ques
tion, had he considered a moment, he must 
have known he would have been out of 
order in moving an amendment, but so 
anxious was he to make himself right with 
the people, to show that he was still in 
favour of some sort of Trade Disputes 
Bill that he was anxious to get an amend
mer:t moved, hoping to right himself and 
please men on this side of the House. 

The PREMIER: \Ve got it moved and car
ried by a fifty per cent. majority. 

J\k McLACHLAN: The hon. member 
has not even considered the amendment yet. 
I am perfectly satisfied on this point: that 
when the Secretary for Public \Vorks, the 
Seoretarv for Public Instruction, and the 
other ge"ntlemen who grace the front Trea
sury benches, and supported by so many 
members behind them-when they go into 
this question and realise the full p~rport of 
the amendment, when they subm1t them
selves to the public of Queensland, and the 
public interpret, as they will interpret, 
what was really meant by the amendment, 
I am pretty confident in prophesying that 
the hon. gentlemen will regret their action 
(Government laughter). 

M1·. 'WHITE: They are quite prepared to· 
take the responsibility. Are you stonewall
ing? 

Mr. McLACHLAN: I am not stonewall
ing. A good deal has been said during the 
course of the debate on the motion, and 
an effort has been put forth by those who 
have interested themselves in this question 
on the Government side of the House to 
endeavour to convince or .show the people· 
of Queensland that we on this side of the 
House, in our advocacy of a Trada Dis
putes Bill, are anxious to place trade 
unions and trade unionists in a different 
position, so far as the law is concerned, 
than any other individuals in Queensland·. 
That is not so. What we desire to do by 
the introduction of a Trade Disputes Bill, 
and other legi<'llation which will be conse
quent on the motion, is to place trade 
unions and unionists in the same position 
as any other individual in Queensland. 
What is the position to-day? We have had 
two examples in Brisbane in recent years· 
of how the funds of unions can be used in 
legal disputes to contest cases in our law 
courts-where the whole of the funds of a 
union have been used on account of the 
action of individuals. It has been laid' 
down-and some of the legal gentlemen in 
the House will be able to correct me if I 
am not right-that the conspiracy law, so 
far as the particular cases that ·I am re
ferring to are conerned-that is the Hegfl'ie 
case, known as the shipwrights' case, and that. 
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d the Queensland Typographical Association 
-the state of the law is such that where an 
action is taken by an individual it may be 
taken without any legal action being 
t.aken against the person so concerned; but 
if two or three more persons are concerned 
in that action it immediately becomes a 
<Jonspiracy, and they are liable to an action 
lUnder the conspiracy law. In connection 
with trade unions, so far as the law stands 
at the present time, in the Taff Vale 
<lecision and the Osborne judgment, it has 
been ruled by, I think, the Chief Justice that 
the law as laid down at home must apply 
to every other place where trade unions 
are in existence, and the position that we 
find ourselves in to-day is that, in so far 
as the funds of a trade union are con
cerned, they are never safe. Irresponsible 
people may take certain action, without any 
authority at all from a union, which will 
land the union into serious legal trouble, 
and by reason of such irresponsible action 
the whole of the funds of the union-benefit 
funds, provident funds, funds such as the 
Premier would safeguard with legislation, 
strike funds, are all to be confiscated, or to 
be ue.ed to defend an action which ma:y be 
brought about by the conduct of some Irre
sponsible person. Vlhat was looked upon 
as the law in Australia and in England 
before the Taff Vale decision? vV e were 
'Satisfied that the law was such that the 
funds of unions were protected ; and all we 
are asking by this measure is that by legal 
·enactment. unions will be placed in the 
position which everybody thought they were 
in prior to the Taff Vale decision. That is 
all that is asked for. 

The PREMIER : It is not by any means all 
that is asked for. 

Mr. McLACHLAN: All we are asking 
is that the law in Queensland shall be made 
such that we in Queensland-the trade 
unionists in Queensland-would be placed 
in the position which the whole of the 
people of Queensland thought they were 
in prior to the Taff Vale decision. Is the 
Premier prepared to do that? 

The PREMIER: I indicated exactly my 
position last Thursday. 

Mr. McLACHLAN: If the hon. gentle
man is prepared to do that, he is prepared 
to carry the motion moved by the hon. 
member for W oothakata. 

The PREMIER: No-it is a very different 
thing. 

Mr. McLACHLAN: No, it is not. 
The PREMIER: \V e must not argue across the 

chamber. 

Mr. McLACHLAN: I am going to argue, 
anyway. I have got the floor, and I s~m going 
to go on arguing. (Laughter.) Prior to thB 
Tall' Vale decision it was thought in Queens
land and other parts of Australia that trade 
union funds were protected, and that the 
actions of irresponsibl.e individuals could not 
be fixed on a trade union as a whole; and if 
the Premier is prepared to introduce legisla
tio.n which will ma.ke the law in Queensland 
exactly what I have said I will be satisfied, 
and I think every other person will be sat;s
fi.ed also. \Vhen we consider the money ex
pended in connection with the two cases I 
have referred to, we find that in the ship
wri!Shts' case they lost £1,000 through the 
action of an irresponsible person, and in the 
,dispute with the Typographical Society the 

cost to the society was something like £700 
or £800. I am sorry the Secretary for Lands 
is not present, because he has a very lively 
recollection of that case. 

The PREMIER: I hope he will l:e in suf
ficiently good health to be here next Thurs
day; he is not well to-day. 

Mr. McLACHLAN: I am sorry to hear 
that the hon. gentleman is not well, and I 
join the Prem;er in hoping that he will be in 
his place next Thursday thoroughly restored 
to health. (Hear, hear!) So far as the Typo
graphical Society is concerned, they had a 
mortality fund set apart wholly to. provide 
mortality benefits for the relatives of deceased 
members; and we thought our benefit fund 
would be protected, even though our general 
fund might be attached, but that also had to 
be swept into ·the pool and used to pay the 
costs of defending an action brought abo_ut by 
an irrespons:ble person with no authonty at 
all. We are asking that such a state of things 
shall be allowed to exist no longer. 

The PREMIER: vVill you confine your request 
to that? That is not what the hon. member's 
motion contains. 

Mr. McLACHLAN: If the hon. gentleman 
is prepared to concede the point I am making 
he must concede the whole, because if you 
can attach the funds in connection with their 
use for one purpose, you can a.ttach them all 
in connection with a legal case. \'lith regard 
to the resolution carried at home after a con
ference sat and recommended certain legisla
tion to pro.tect union funds, it was recognised 
in the House of Commons anc! passed there, 
and passed through the conservative House of 
Lord.s; and surely a Government in Queens
land tha.t calls itself a Liberal Government 
would hardly allow itself to be styled mm:e 
conservative than the House of Lords! This 
is what was includ0d in the measure-

" An action against a trade union, whether 
of workmen or masters, or against any members 
thereof, or on behalf of themselves and all 
other members of the trade union, for the 
recovery of dan1ages for any tortious acts 
2Jleged to have been cor.1mitted by or on behalf 
of tho trade union. ehall not be entertained by 
any court, provided that nothing in this section 
ehal! affect the liability of the trustees of such 
union to be sued in the events provided for by 
the Trade Union Act of 1871." 

'This was advocated some time a~o in Queens-" 
land but the Premier, though he supported 
a G~vernment prepared to introduce a Tra1e 
Disputes Bill, and the other members Sit
tin~ with him, who supported a Government 
that included in their programme a. Trade 
Disputes Bill-we find -them opposing that 
measure. ·when the Premier was speaking 
last week he was very desirous of pointing 
out that one of the principal objections, if 
not the principal o.bjection, he had to the 
motion was that it would have the effect of 
compelljng men in unions to subscribe to t4_e 
Central Political Executive and also to the 
Worker. 

The PREJ\IIER: You recognise that the 
motion go,es beyond what you were formerly 
arguing. 

Mr. McLACHLAN: I a:m just trying to 
controvert the argument of the hon. gentle
man. Th0 reason he adduced for that objec
tion was that he was opposed to people beinv, 
coerced into a certain line of action. I might 
for a moment refer to something that to.pk 
pla<:e during the recent ref.er·endum as far as 
coercion is concerned. Leaflets were sent far 

lll1·. McLachlan.] 
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and wide from a political association levying 
people up to a certain point to provide funds 
for the campaign. 

The PREMIER: Was it not optional? 
Mr. McLACHLAN: I have a c:rcular here 

saying " You are levied to the extent of 
£10." Some of these were se,nt to supporters 
oi ,the Labour pterty in mistake. 

The PREMIER: Is there any reason why 
they should not be sent 1 They are not all 
socialists. 

Mr. McLACHLAN: The han. member for 
Townsville, Mr. Foley, received one. 

The PREMIER: They knew he was not a 
socialist. 

Mr. McLACHLAN: Novv fancy the hon. 
member for Townsville getting a circular from 
the People's Progressive League, or someone 
connected with the People's Progressive 
League, calling upon him to subscribe £10, or 
£15, or £20, as the case may be, to defeat the 
party with which the hon. member is associ
ated. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Was that not 
magnanimous 1 

Mr. McLACHLAN: Is that not a system of 
coercion? 

The PREMIER : Not at all. vV as he ooerced? 
Did he yield 1 

Mr. McLACHLAN: The hon. gentleman 
can conjugate the verb '' to coerce" to suit 
himself. It is a different matter when the 
same argument is applied with reference to 
the Central Political Executive and the 
Worker newspaper. It would be wrong if the 
members of unions were asked in the same way 
to contribute to the Central Political Executive 
or to the Worker newspaper. 

The PREMIER: It is a condition of member
ship in a union. 

Mr. McLACHLAN: It is not. Before the 
funds of a union can be allocated in any way, 
a motion must be submitted to t:1e union, and 
it must be carried by a majority of the mem
bers of the union. 

Mr. CoRSER: A majority of those present. 
Mr. :McLACHLAN: The majority of the 

electors of Maryborough did not return the 
hon. member to this House. If a majority of 
the eledors of 1\Iaryborough had the power to 
shift the hon. member, he would not be in 
this House to-day, and probably a majority of 
those who put him here will shift him at the 
next election. The Premier argued that a 
minority in that instance should have the 
right to control the whole union. Now, before 
any union funds can be nsed for any purpose 
a motion in that behalf must be carried-in 
most instances by ballot-by a majority of the 
persons in the union. Surely, if a majority 
of the members of a union decide that a cer
tain thing shall be done with their money 
they hav,e a perfect right to do so ! 

Mr. D. HUNTER: Not for political purposes. 
The PREMIER: \Vhere is your conscience 

clause that you talked so much about in 
another connection 1 

Mr. McLACHLAN: I know the Premier 
argyes that majorities should only have 
W~Ight when they suit the hon. gentleman's 
Vlews., Qu,eensland i'l. not the only place 
where the funds of .unwns are used for politi
cal purposes. I thmk the hon. member for 
Woolloongabba, when speaking hst Thursday, 
ma~e some reference to the somety of which 
he IS a member. I find, on looking up the 

[Mr. McLachlan. 

report of the eleventh annual conference of 
the Labour party held at home, that there is 
a list of the different upions in England that 
are subscribing to the parliamentary fund, 
and in that list I find the Amalgamated 
Society of Carpenters and Joiners. 

Mr. D. HUNTER: Yes, but we do not sub-· 
scribe to that fund. 

1\Ir. McLACHLAN: The society at home is 
a political society. 

Mr. D. HUNTER: V/e do not subscribe t<Y 
that, 

Mr. McLACHLAN: I do not know whether 
the society here is affiliat-ed with the society 
at home or not. 

Mr. D. HUNTER: vVe do not pay to that 
fund. 

Mr. McLACHLAN: But I notice that in the 
list the society, with a membership of 45,000, 
IS put down as subscribing £375 during the 
year 1910 to the parliament~try fund. 

The PREMIER: Quite so, but they have no, 
payment of members by the State. That is a 
different matter. 

Mr. McLACHLAN: The argument of the, 
Premier is that it is right for a trade union 
to have a fund for political purposes provided 
that fund is going to be used to pay memberS' 
of Parliament. There is no payment of mem
bers there. 

The PREMIER: It does not obtain here 
because the State provides here what the, 
unions provide at home. 

Mr. McLACHLAN: Does the hon. gentle
man argue that he is prepared to allow the 
funds of unions to be used for the political 
purpose of paying the salaries of members of 
Parliament where there are no salaries pro 
vided by the State 1 

The PREMIER: There is no need. The State· 
provides them. 

Mr. McLACHLAN: I want to know 
whether the Premier is prepared to argue 
in that way. 

The PREMIER: No, I am not. 
Mr. McLACHLAN: The hon. gentleman is 

endeavouring to introduce another side issue. 
He tried to make the electors believe that he 
was in favour of a fund bein2' subscribed for a 
certain purpose-- a 

The PREMIER : No, no ! 

Mr. McLACHLAN: But whenever he i& 
brought down to bedrock and is asked to 
bring his" conclusions to something definite, 
he says, No, no, I am not prepared to do 
that." What _I am arguing is that, if it is 
nght to provide that the funds of a union 
may be used _for a political purpose, when 
that purpose IS the payment of the salaries 
of members of Parliament--

'nie PREMIER : That was decided to be· 
illegal in England. 

Mr. D. HuNTER: That is a special fund. 

Mr. McLACHLAN: '!.'he Premier is argu
ing that it is right. 

The PREo!IER: No, no. 
Mr. McLACHLAN: Well, if the hon_ 

!Sentleman's argument means anything at all, 
It means that, I have quoted a case to show 
where the funds of unions are used in Eng
land for a political purpose. 

Mr. D. HuNTER: A separate fund. 
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Mr. McLACHLAN: A fund that is sub
scribed by unions through their membership 
-a fund which is called a "Parliamentary 
Fund." 

The PREMIER : And which has been found 
to be illegal. 

Mr. McLACHLAN: It is used for the pur
pose of providing salaries for representa
tives in Parliament. In reply to that the 
Premier says, "But there is no payment of 
members there." Now, what is the logical 
deduction to be drawn from the hon. gentle
man's interjection? 

JYir. D. HUNTER: But we are more ad
vanced in Australia than they are in Eng
land. 

Mr. McLACHLAN : I will come to the 
hon. member afterwards. The logical deduc
tion to be drawn from the Premier's argu
ment is that, because there is no payment of 
members in England, it is right to use the 
funds of a trade union in that direction. 

The PRE11!ER : It has no bearing in this 
state-that is the deduction. 

Mr. McLACHLAN: It is the principle 
that I am discussing. The hon. gentleman 
might say that because they have passed a 
certain law in another State, where the con
ditions are not absolutely similar to the con
ditions here, we should not pass that law 
here. Is the hon. gentleman prepared to 
admit that, if the funds of a union can be 
Tightly used in a certain political direction 
in one country, then there is nothing wrong 
in using them for political purposes in 
another country? I think that if the hon. 
gentleman expressed his real opinion it 
would be that it would be right and pr~per 
for the different unions in Brisbane to allo
cate a portion of their funds for the purpose 
of keeping the present Government in 
power--

The PREJ\IIER: It would show their good 
sense. 

Mr. McLACHLAN: But if the money is 
going to be used. to put his party out of 
power, then it is not a right and proper 
thii1g. That is about the hon. gentleman's 
argument. 

Mr. D. HUNTEll: It is a compulsory fund. 

Mr. McLACHLAN : I could show that out 
of the ninety-three unions which contribute 
to the parliamentary fund in England, some 
of them have a membe;-ship ranging from 
70,000 OT 80,000 down to less than 100, but in 
every case they subscribe to the Parliamen· 
tary Fund, recognising that it is a correct 
thing to do with the funds. And why do 
they subscribe to that fund? And why ·have 
they Labour mombeTs in the House of Com· 
mons? They have not got such a franchise 
as we have in Queensland or they would 
have a bigger representation. The workers 
of Queensland and the workers of the Com
monwealth of Australia have recognised that 
if they expect to get on the statute-book 
legislation that will have for its effect the 
improvement, in an amicable way, of their 
conditions, and that will make for the well
bei";g of the people of Queensland and of Aus
tralia, they can only expe?t to get such legis
latwn passed by returmng to Parliament 
men who are seized of what is needed by the 
workers to bring about such an improvement. 

Mr. D. HuNTER: V\Thy don't the Amalga
mated Society do it in Australia? 

Mr. McLACHLAN: Probably because' 
they have not got the liberal spnit or the· 
enlightened k:aders. 

Mr. D. HuNTER: They would not do it 
when they were asked. They did not want 
the Labour party. 

Mr. McLACHLAN: I do not want to 
take up too much time over this business, 
as I believe a good many other members 
want to speak; but I feel confident that this 
motion has done good in this House. It 
has shown exactly where the Premier and 

those who sit behind him stand 
[5.30 p.m.] in regard· to this matter. The 

Premier, and those who voted 
with hi!ll, thought that by moving the amend
ment which has been carried they had got 
themselves out of the wood, but I think they 
will find that they have just got themselves 
mto the wood. The T'rade Disputes Bill, 
whwh would be introduced if this motion were 
carried and the Government acted upon it, 
would have for its object the protection of 
union funds. The principal object of a Trade 
J?isputes Bill is to protect union funds, par
ticularly benefit funds, and that object ought 
to commend itself to the Premier. 

The PREMIEll: He advocated it last week. 

Mr. McLACHLAN: Mortality funds raised 
from the contributions of members of trade 
unions a~e. established for the specific purpose 
of providmg somethmg for widows and 
orphans after men are called to their reward 
and those funds are sometimes swept away 
under the law as It, exists at present. It is 
not proposed that a Trade Disputes Bill 
should place unions above the law, but 
Simply to place trade unions on the same 
footin!_S as that occupied by other institutions. 
That .Is all that is asked for by this motion 
and It seems to me that it is a very fai; 
thmg to ask for. The principle, has been 
recognised by previous Governments. A 
Trade Disputes Bill has been included in 
their programme, and such a measure was 
introduced by the Kidston Government. I 
am satisfied that the discussion which has 
taken place on this motion will show the 
workers of Que!C)nsl":nd that if they expect to 
get the remedial mdustrial legislation that 
they have beBn asking for for years, they 
must remove from the sphere of govern
ment the gentlemen who now occupy the 
Treasury benchBs, and return-as I am con
fident they will do at the next election-to 
power a party who will introduce and pass 
such legislation. 

Mr: PAYNE. (M~itchell): If the Premier 
w~s m ea~nest m the remarks he made on 
this ques.twn the other evening, he would 
accept thiS motwn. 

The PREMIER: I voted for the amendment. 

l:Vfr. PAYNE : I did not intend to say a 
word 9n the subject!, but the matter has 
been treated in such a nonsensical way that 
I feel compelled to express my opinion with 
regard to it. The Premier made out that 
the motion moved by the hon. member for 
W oothakata specifically says that all unions 
who devote their fu,nds to political purposes 
shall co':"e under the operation of the pro
posed Bill. I do not understand the motaon 
in that way, and I regard the amendment 
which has been passed as only the height 
of hypocrisy. If the Premier was in earnest 
in the matter, he would accept the motion, 
and when he brought in a Trade Disputes 
Bill he would exclude from its provisions 

Mr. l'ayne.l 
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those unions which use their funds for poli
tical purposes. I am surprised at the attitude 
which has been taken by the hon. member 
for Woolloongabba on this question, because 
I understand that he belongs to a very large 
and' strong industrial organisation, which 
does not use its funds for political purposes. 
Is it not an extraordinary thing t:o see a 
member of such a union voting against legis
lation being brought in to protect its funds? 
The .Premier may talk as he likes, and say 
that there are certain trade unions in Queens
land which use their funds for politicwl pur
poses. But it is a well-known fact that there 
are a-large number of trade unions in Queens
~and which do not u,se any part of their 
funds for political purposes. The Premier 
has a majorit:y behind him, and if his only 
objection to the motion is that he wishes to 
exclude from the provis-ions of a Trade Dis
put-es Bill unions which use their funds for 
political . purposes, he could, if he was in 
earnest: in the matter, introduce 8J Bill which 
would exclude those unions from its provi
sions. There are members on that side who 
belong to stron.:s industrial organisations, and 
yet they voted against the introduction of 
the proposed measure. As I have already 
ffa'd, the han. member for vVoolloongabba 
belongs to a strong industrial organisation, 
which he says is spread all over Queensland 
and all over the civilised world, and which 
does not use its funds for political pmposes. 
Whatever difference of opinion there may be 
among members in this House, honest people 
will say that the amendment was simply 
moved to side-track the question. 

The PREMIER: I am sorry for you. 

Mr. PAYNE: If I am speaking foolishly 
my remarks will react upon myself, and I 
shall have t10 put up with the consequences, 
but I am of opinion that the amendment 
moved by the Secretary for Public Instruc
tion was only a move to s-ide-track the ques
tion, because if the Premier is really willing 
to introduce such a measure as he says he 
is prepared to introduce,, he should do so, 
and it would protect; 'a lot of industrial or
ganisations in Queensland which do not use 
their funds for political purposes. But the 
Premier says he will not introduce such a 
Bill. 

Mr. D. HuNTER: The amendment says he 
will. 

Mr. PAYNE: The amendmenti says nothing 
of the sort. If the matter had been looked 
at in an honest way the Premier need not have 
troubled to gelJ one of his colleagues to move 
an amendment. He could have accepted the 
motion, and then have done exactly what is 
proposed by the amendment. Anyhow I 
hope he win inh·oduce legislation even on 'the 
lines he has indicated, in order to show that 
he is honest in the matter. What is the use 
of members in this Cb:amber saying, " vV e 
will do certain things," and when it comes 
to the point trying to get all round the 
matter? If the hon. gentleman does not: be
lieve in the motion, if he does· not bel'eve in 
legislation of the kind proposed, then he 
should say so, and say clearly, " I am not 
going t10 introduce legislation." It would be 
bet_ter ~o do ~hat than to adopt a course 
whwh simply side-tracks the question. 

The PREMIER: Mr. Speaker--
The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member 

has spoken. 
The PREMIER: I have not spoken on the 

amendment. (Opposition laughter.) 
[.Mr. Payne, 

'The SPEAKER: I would point out to the 
hon. member that that. amendment having 
been carried, we are now back on the 
original motion, plus the amendment. Han. 
members who have spoken to the original 
motion or the amendment cannot speak to 
the question now before the House. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY (Charters Towers) : 
The motion moved by the han. member for 
Woothakata has caused a little flutter on 
the front bench. It seems that the debate 
as it has proceeded has got broader even 
if it has not got deeper. W1th regard to 
what the han. member for Cairns says about 
the employers and employees, we know 
verv well that no legislation imaginable can 
b<' "passed to compel men to w<;>rk _if they 
do not wish to work, and no legislatiOn can 
be passed to compel employers to keep their 
works open if they do not wish to. I know 
many cases where employers close their 
shops and say that they have no . orders, 
and yet their neighbours are carrymg out 
those orders for them. This has been done 
over and over again. Every means should 
be adopted to stop this that can be adopted. 

Mr. MANN: If you give it to the em
ployees, you shouid also give it to the 
employers. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: The employers 
toke it themselves. 

Mr. MANN: You can penalise them. 
Mr. WINSTANLEY: You cannot penal

ise them, because they can get out of it by 
saying that they have got no orders, and 
then close down their works, whilst some· 
one near them can carry out their orders 
for them, and they have done it over and 
over again. Taking it in its· broadest sense, 
there are some things done that we do not 
approve of. There is the right of revolu
tion which might be resorted to. If a party 
is only strong enough, and brings about a 
revolution and that revolution is victorious, 
then everybody accepts it and puts up with 
the consequences. \V:hile the a wards that 
are given may be good in some instances, 
you cannot make it apply to the employers 
always. The employer has ten ways. of 
getting out of it, while the employee has 
only one way. The present motion, as 
amended, does not cover all that we want. We 
say that it should also include the repeal 
of the Osborne judgment. Whilst we s~y 
that the Trade Disputes Bill should be 
brought in as it is brought in in the old 
ccuntry--

Thc PREMIER : You are not asking for 
that in the resolution. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: I am only respon
sible for myself and what I am saying. In 
the old country now they have a Trade 
Disputes Bill as part of the law, and they 
are asking for the repeal of the Osborne 
judgment and asking for it with a good 
deal of vim and vigour. I c.ay thd o::A is 
needed just as much as the other. The 
question arises in my mind how it happens 
that there has to be so much argument to 
get these laws placed on the statute-book. 
H is because that in the past the laws have 
always been made in the interests of those 
who passed them. The people who were 
in power made the laws to suit themselves, 
and not only were the laws favourable to 
thE>mselves, but they were oppressive to the 
working man. \¥hen the industrial workers 
themselve,s become as class-conscious as the 
capitalists and landowners are, there will 
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·be different legislation passed to that which 
·is being passed at the present time. A few 
years ago it was only necessary ior threG or 
:four men to meet together and talk over 
their own conditions, when under the con· 
opiracy laws they could be brought before 
the magistrate-and in many cases the 
magistrates were employers of labour
and they were transported out of the 
country in which they lived. No one would 
venture to say that this was right at the 
tune it took place, but the law was there, 
.and to-day we have laws in existence which 
are not much better than the laws which 
-<>xisted u.t that time. The trades union 
is not merely for the purpose .of im
proving the conditions and lessening the 
'hours of labour. That is only a primary 
part of them. Trade uriio?-ists a~ their ve_ry 
commencement took a w1der VIew of life 
than mere wages and conditions of work, 
and they have done a great deal more for 
·workers than shortening their hours, in
"Creasing their wages, and bettering their 
conditions. 'frades unions have been an 
-educational force, and have been the means 
of bringing men to the front, and in 
-different wavs have conferred a benefit not 
,mly on thunselvos, but on the communities 
in which they lived. In the past it has 
been found that trade unionists, by merely 
being trade unionists and confining them
.selves to their own particular trades, would 
never attain the objects which they had in 
view. It was only about thirty years ago 
that trades unionists thought that if they 
·could only get every tradesman into the 
·unions, the industrial millenium would be 
'brought about, but experience has taught 
them differently since then. They have 
now been forced to the conclusion that they 
have to take action not only so far as 
politics are concerned, but so far as the 
Press is concerned. They found they were 
compelled to apply politics to trade unions, 
and they found that they had also to make 
use of the Press to put forward their views. 
'The Labour movement the wide world over 
ie. the remit of the trade unions. They 
have not only directly, but indirectly, been 
teaching men industrialisn1, eqonomics, and 
other things that havo helped to bring about 
the present condition of affairs. There is 
no doubt that the feeling in favour of trade 
unions taking part in politics has grown, 
nne! while there may be some at the 
present time who are so backward that 
they refuse to take political action, they 
are becoming a diminishing quantity. 
'There is no trade union in existence 
to-day that does not, directly or m
·dire.ctly, take action in connection with 
politics. If they do not, they are not trade 
unionists at all, but o_nly benefit societies 
which exist for dealing with contingencies 
that arise in their own particular trade. 
Unionism has become much wider and much 
more extensive, and people understand it 
much better. The ainis and objects of trade 
unions are btcoming better known, and in 
this respect they are doing an exceptionally 
good thing for themselves. It might be 
argued, what would be the result if the 
law was applied to other things as it is 
applied to-day to trade unions? What 
would happen if it were applied to a 
friendly society? Suppose that a member 
of a friendly society did something which 
brought him within the grip of the law and 

-the society he belonged to were made 
responsible. What would be the result? It 

would not be tolerated for five minutes. At 
present trade unions in England have to con
tribute to the payment of their members in 
Parliament, but even when payment of 
members is brought about it will not stop at 
that. Not only have they to provide the 
salaries of members, but they have to meet 
all the expenses of an election when it takes 
place, including th~ _fees ?f, the returning 
oflicer and every officml, ngnt down to the 
lowest who are engaged in it. In many 
insta.n~es this runs to a pretty large sum, 
and it is essential that the trade unions 
will have to do something in this direction. 
A good deal has been said about jury-made 
iaw and judge-made law, and a lot could 
be said about existing conditions, and 
perhaps there has been some bias and some 
prejudice. Certainly there is not the same 
here as there is in some countries. It is 
pro"ctically impossible in some countries for 
a worker to get a verdict. One of the 
things at the present time which makes the 
wages boards unsatisfactory is that it very 
often depends on the whim of one man, 
and while some of them may be impartial 
and honest, it strikes 1ne they are very fevv 
indeed. It has been stated by the Premier 
that in the past, when the men were in the 
right, they won, and when they were in 
the wrong, they lost. As a matter of fact 
in nine cases out of ten where the men have 
been right, they have lost, for the simple 
reason that the question has not been 
decided on equity and justice, but on the 
length of tho purse, and invariably the 
employers have the biggest purse and the 
workmen have been starved into submission. 

The PREMIER: Well, out of £16,000 raised 
laet year by the trade unions £14,000 were 
spent on politics. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: And well spent. As 
of f-act, that shows c:.early that th2 

recognised the necessity of helping 
one another in tirnes of difficulty and in 
times of and that is the right kind of 
feeling to a:mongst tho workers. Not-
\vit.hstanding fact, they have over and 
over -again starved into submission, 
a1though they had justice and equity 

their side. know of one inshance whon 
public den<_mnced for feeding the 

:and 1t 1vas stated, "If you 
'and not help them, they 

in." The same thing ap
unions all over 
other, as they 

and it seems to 
and most 

encouraging features in connection, not 
rnerelv "\vith trade unions. but with unionism 
as '\Ye~ understand it at the present time. I 
think if tho Premier showed one thing more 
than another when speaking on the question, 
it was that he did not thQroughly grasp the 
question he was dealing with, when he 
mixed the Central Political Executive with 
the debate that is taking phice. 

The PREMIER: It is the very genesis of the 
whole qu<>stion. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: It is nothing of the 
kind; and ·when the Premier makes a re· 
mark of that kind, it shoYi.--'S he ,does not knDw 
wh'l.t he is t0,lking about. As .a matter oi 
fact. tlw Central P.olitic'tl Executive has 
nothing whatever to do with any industrial 
or political organisation, except when power 
is given to it, -and the hon. member used the 
Did gag which vve have hear,d over and over 

Mr. Winstanley.] 
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again from the very incoption of the Central 
Political Ex,ecutive, while there is not a 
vestige of truth in it. 

The PREMIER: The hon. member for Forti· 
tude vaney says there is. 

Mr. BARBER : No ! 
Mr. WINSTANLEY: We have had some 

~Tery curious opinions expressed with r·egard 
to majority rule. It is certainly surprising 
to me that the majority should not rule. The 
majority has a perfect right to rule. It 
rules in this House, and it rules outside, 
and why should it not rule in trade unions 
or political unions? If a n1ajority of any 
union say the funds should be used for _a 
certain purpose, then they >are perfectly JUSti
fied in using their funds for that certam 
purpose. 

The PRE1HER: "Might 1s right." 

Mr. WINSTA.i'\LEY: cases out of 
teu, when exception is to 
being used for a certain purpose, 
taken by legitin1ate unionists, but 
by men who get into those unions 
purpose of breaking them up. The 
ments that h>ave been · 
merely of this Bill, 
funds, but in favolll' more, 
which has practicallv been at th' 
present time--,a reversal of the Osborne judg
ment-are perfectly legitimate. The oniy 
,argument that h<Is been used against the 
motion is that it would foster the spread of 
socialism. That is a perfectly legitimate 
object. The point about it is this: Whether 
the Premier believes it or not, or whether he 
likes it pr not, socialisn1 is ,a growing force) 
and it is proceeding in eertain directions. 
'Th<It is, that the State should interfere more 
and n1ore in the industries of the cmn
munity, and it will continue in that direction 
until the State practically controls the who:,, 
lot. 

Mr. FOLEY: The Home Secretary is ,a 
Bocialist. 

The Ho~!E SECRETARY : A State socialist. 

Mr. vYINSTANLEY: 
the right direction, and 
now or not, it will 
the future. 

:Mr. \VHlTE: Stonewalling. 

Mr. WINSTAXLEY: And the workets 
will send their representativ€s here and have 
legislation placed on the statuto-book which 
win be in their interests, and consequently, 
in the very near future, the Premier, like 
others who have preceded him, will be rele
g>ate,d somewhere e:se, ,and others will take 
his place, who will place those enactments 
on the statute-book that will be for the good, 
not of a class, not of ,a few, but for the goou 
of the whole. 

OPPOSITION ME:\fBERS: IIear, hear! 

Mr. WHITE (ll:fusgrat,c): I regret that 
this ,afternoon should have been wasted. 
(Opposition l>aughter.) 

Mr. FoLEY : W.aste,d? 

Mr. WHITE: Yes: wast,ed on socialism-
a. theoretical ·discussiOn----,an aca1:lemic discus
sion on socialism. It is the same old Thurs
day afternoon business. Everyone has hi-J 
littl,e compl"int, and gets his little fireworks 
off. With regard to socialism, I can assur•O> 
you I have seen a good deal during my short 
experience of political life, and I have head 

fA!r. W-instanley. 

a good deal of wh>at this socialism is. h 
there any member of this House who believes, 
in State socialism? 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Yes, yes ! 
Mr. WHITE: Two only. What i• ·a 

soci.alist? 
One who has yearnings 
For equal division 
Of unequal earnings, 
Idler or bungler, or both, he is willing 
To put down a penny and pocket your 

shilling. 

GovERKMEKT ME:l1BERS : Hear, he,ar ! ·and· 
Opposition laughter. 

Mr. WHITE: Who are tho idlers? Who 
the bunglers? Who are the socialisLs 

willing to put down their penny 
your shilling. (Laughter.) There 
manv on that side of the House 

who are quite >+illing to do this. (Govern
ment laughter.) A very sensible, and I think 
a good idea, we.s brought forward by the· 
front Treasurv bench, and the Premier 
showed he was quite willing to remove the 
disabilitiBs ,that have been talked about so 
much a:l this ,afternoon, •and I 'am quite 
certain he is quite willing to remove these 
disabiLities, but the Opposition have shown 
by their action, in preventing the motion 
from being put, that they do not want to 
romovc those disabilities. 

The PRE11IER : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. WHITE: Thev do not want those diq

abilities r,emeved, be,cause immediately thosfr 
disabilities are removed they would lose one 
of the best ,arguments on that side of· the 
House ,against the people over here. (Oppo
sition laughter.) 

At 7 o'clock the 
Orrler, 

·in accordance with 
with (}overnment 

ADDRESS IN REPLY. 
RESU:I!PTION OF DEBATE. 

Mr. FORSYTH (Moreton): I have to con
gratulate you, Sir, on having attained the 
position of Speaker, which is the highest 
position that this House can give to any 
member in ill, and I feel sure that while vou 
are in the Chair vou will conduct the busi
ness with honour to the House and credit to 
yourself. (Hear, hear !) I have also to con
gratulate the mover and seconder of the 
Address in Reply-the hon. member for 
Dalby and the hon. member for Enoggera
on the most excellent speeches which they 
made when we opened Parliament. They 
arc men of common sense, and with a prac
tical knowledge of business, and I think they 
will both be a distinct acquisition to the, 
House. (Hear, hear !) I have also to refer 
to the death of the late Speaker, the late 
Hon. J. T. Beli, and I am sure that everyone 
on both sides will regret his decease. I have· 
also to refer to another event, which I do not 
think has been referred to, and that is the 
death of the late Mr. Thallen, the late Com
missioner for Railways. He was a man 
whom this State could ill afford to lose, and 
one who, I am sure, gave up his life to· 
carry on the dntics devolving on him as, 
Commissioner for Railways. (Hear, hear !) 
He was a man who was devoted to the State, 
and I venture to say that there was no one in 
the service for so many years who had such 
a wonderful grasp of detail and adminis
trative power as Mr. Thallon had. With 
regard to his successor, Mr. Evans, I feel 
sure that the House--in fact, I think, the· 
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country-has expressed itse:£ in favour of 
appointing a man from our own service in
stead of going outside. Mr. Evans was a 
lieutenant under Mr. Thallon and I feel 
sure that he also will be a c~mpetent and 
capable administrator. (Hear, hear !) The 
Governor, in his Speech, starts by discussing 
the quest~on of the great loyalty that has 
been mamfosted throughout the British Em
pire in connection with the crowning of the 
King and Queen. He states-

" It was highly gratifying to note the admir
able spirit with which the people of Queensland 
joined in the thanksgiving and rejoicing that 
attended the coronation of our beloved King 
and Queen, and in the demonstrations o£ 
enthusiastic loyalty and devotion to their 
Majesties which on that great occasion took 
place in every portion of the Empire." 

Now, it is somewhat sad to think that after 
all this rejoicing in connection with the 
coronation of the King, something should be 
said by the Prime Minister of Australia, 
which I think is no credit to himself, and 
certainly is no credit to Australia. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. FORSYTH : This is what Mr. Fisher 
is reported to have said in the cables appear
ing in the papers lately--

Mr. MULLAN (sitting at the table) : What if 
it turns out that he did not say it? 

The SPEAKER: Order ! I have not this 
session called attention to the fact that inter
jections arc generally disorderly. I did so 
last session, and I now wish to again point 
out that interjections coming from the table 
-which is reserved for members and officers 
of the House who have to do some work there, 
and do not wish to be disturbed-are more 
than ordinarily disorderly. I ask hon. mem· 
hers on both sides of the House, when they 
are sitting at the table, to refrain from inter
jections. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. FORSYTH: Mr. Fisher is alleged to 
have said, in an interview with the editor of 
the Review of Reviews-

" Don't talk of Empire. We are not an Empire. 
No end of mischief has arisen from the use 
of that word. \Ve are a very loose association 
of five nations, each independent, each willing 
for a time--" 
For a time, bear in mind-
., to ren1ain a fraternal co-operative union of 
Great Britain and each other ; but only on 
condition that if at any time or from any 
cause we decide to tern1inate that connection, 
no one can say us nay. We are independent, 
self-governing comn1unities, untramtnelled by 
laws, treaties, and Constitutions. We are free 
to take our own course, in our own interests, 
without anyone preventing us. There is no 
necessity to say we will or will not take part 
in England's wars. \Ve recognise our territory 
is subject to attack by England's enemy. If 
threatened, we should have to decide whether 
1,ve should defend ourselves, or if we thought 
the war unjust and England's enemy right, we 
should haul down the Union Jack, hoist our 
own flag, and start on our own." 

Mr. WHITE : Disgraceful. 

Mr. FORSYTH-
" We don't expect an attack or contemplate 

independence, because, except as the riddance 
of the risk of being attack<'!d by England's 
foes, we gain nothing if we are as independent 
as any other sovereign State, and might lose 
much." 
That is a statement which was made by Mr. 
Fisher in London just a few days before he 
left, and one of the most remarkable things 

in connection with that statement is this : 
That when Mr. Hughes, the Attorney-General 
of the Commonwealth Government, was asked 
to give his opinion with regard to the state
ments made by Mr. Fisher, he said-

" The facts of course, such that any de-. 
parture fron1 recognition of the cornmon 
destiny and responsibility of various mmnbers 
which .fornl the E1npire as we know it would 
be not merely destructive of the idea but fatal 
if not to the existence at least to the independ
ence of some of them. I expressed opinions 
very much like this in regard to observations in 
the South African Nationalist Press last week 
8Uggesting an attitude of neutrality by one of 
the parts of the Empire wben the other por
tions were involved in international warfare. 
I said then, and I think now, that such an 
attitude is incompatible with any form of 
alliance." 

GovERJ:.;1!ENT MmiBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. FORSYTH : That is a statement 
which I thoroughly approve of, and one, 
which I think the bulk of the people of Aus
tralia thoroughly approve of. Mr. Botha, 
the Prime Minister of South Africa, is a 
man whom we might think, taking his past 
experience into consideration, might not be 
so loyal as Mr. Fisher, and yet he distinctly 
states that the suggestion raised by Mr. 
Fisher is so ridiculous that it is unnecessary 
to discuss it. 

Mr. MuRPHY: A similar suggestion was 
made in the T!olksstcm by Botha., 

l\1r. FORSYTH: Sir John Quick is re
ported as follows :-

" Sir John Quick, of Melbourne, at Plymouth. 
yesterday said that Mr. Fisher might speak for 
himself and for a small clique of socialists, 
but his staternent was a perversion and a gross 
misrepresentation of the views of the great 
mass of the Australian people and the Aus
tratian democracy. It was false and useless to 
say that "the British are not an Empire, but 
n1erely a loose association of five nations, each 
independent of each other." Such utterances 
were unworthy of a Prime Niinister who has 
just attended the coronation. 

" Sir John's explanation of the incident was 
that the socialistic party were threatening to 
depose Mr. Fisher from the leadership of the 
Australian Labour party, and anti-British and 
anti-Imperial speech a sort of rallying. 
counterblast for and revolutionists."· 

l\lr. LENNON: Do you regard that as an 
impartial criticism? 

Mr. FORSYTH : I regard this as being 
the opinion of the majority of the people of 
Australia, whether the latter remark of Sir 
John Quick is correct or not. We are a 
people who really come from Great Britain 
-we have either been brought or are 
descended from people who came out here; 
and we are loyal to Great Britain to the· 
core. 

GOVERN1IENT MEolBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. FORSYTH : And we have just cause 
to be so. 

GovERNMENT ME11BERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. FORSYTH : I cannot understand a 
statement like that coming from Mr. Fisher 
after receiving most magnifteent hospitality 
at the hands of the people of Great Britain. 
Here is a gentleman who has been giving out 
Imperial sentiments ever since he went home, 
and, in spite of that, he winds up with 
giving utterance to sentiments absolutely 
opposed to the sentiments held by the people 
of Australia. 

Mr. LENNON: You would have been wise
to wait and hear his explanation. 

JI r. li'orsyth.J 
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Mr. FORSYTH : A cable appeared in 
to-day's Press stating that the report sent out 
·on Monday is absolutely correct. 

Mr. MURPHY: You must not forge~ that 
Mr. Fisher showed his loyalty by startmg to 
'build a fleet in Australia. 

Mr. 'WHITE: Waste of money. 

An OPPOSITION ME'YIBER : Money well spent. 

Mr. FORSYTH: The people of Australia 
should be proud of the old country. 

Mr. LENNON: Who said they were not? 
You are beating the air. 

Mr. FORSYTH : I am talking solid facts, 
which I challenge anyone to contradict. 

Mr. FOLEY: It is an "Aunt Sally." 

Mr. FORSYTH: We are proud of the old 
count:-y, and well we may b?.. She has ~ 
magmficent history; her traditiOns are :vel1 
known all over the world; her aims are high, 
and her ambitions noble. 'Nil! anyone deny 

'that? I will go further, and say that A us· 
tralia should be glad to be an integral part 
of the Empire. 

Mr. LENNON: Have you a mortgage on the 
loyalty of this House? 

Mr. FORSYTH: We have had the protec
tion of Gre)1t Britain's fleet ever since we 
have settled Australia; and when we con
sider .the enormous commerce between Aus
tralia· and other countries, we realise the 
vaiue of that protection. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: What are you trying ·to 
prove-that the Labour party are disloyal? 

Mr. FORSYTH: No. 
Mr. MAUGHAN: Yes; and you cannot do it. 

Mr. FORSYTH : I am referring to state-
ments made by Mr. Fisher. The inference 
from the hon. member's remark is that the 
Labour party is loyal. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: Always have been. 

Mr. FORSYTH: I am glad to hear it; I 
hope it is so. How is Australia to defend 
itseH against a nation like Germany or Japan? 

Mr. LENNON: T~.!k like yours won't defend 
it. 

Mr. FORSYTH: We owe a great deal to 
the protection we have received from the 
British fleet; and if there is one thing more 
than another that has proved the loyalty of 
Australians it is their action in the Boer war 
in sending co,ntingent after contingent to 
South Africa to help the old country. 

Mr. THEODORE: Disgraceful. 

Mr. FORSYTH: It is astonishing that a 
-gentleman in a high position who had just 
.received honour from the King-he is now 
the Right Hon. Andrew Fisher, a privy coun
cillo;r-sho,uld make such statements. 

The PREMIER : Shame ! 

Mr. FORSYTH: Another thing: It is not 
likely to do Australia any good in connection 
with our financial requirements. We have all 
along been dependent on Great Britain for 
the money needed for the development c·f the 
different parts of Australia: and the utterance 
of such sentiments is not likelv to assist us in 
connection with any money 1ve may require 
before very long, but may do a great deal of 
harm. I believe the people of Australia are 

[Mr. Forsyth. 

loyal to the core, and I hope we shall never 
be independent of Great Britain, because 
goodness only knows how we would get on 
fu~ . 

Mr. MAUGHAN: Does loyalty depeud on the 
successful flotation of loans? 

Mr. FORSYTH: It depends on something 
more than that. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: I should think it would. 

Mr. FORSYTH: At any rate, I bei:eve the 
large majority of the people of Australia are 
loyal to the core; and I cannot compliment 
the Prime Minister o.f Australia on the senti
ments he uttered before leaving Great Britain. 

Mr. 1\'IAY: vVhat was the population of the 
United States of America before they cut the 
painter? 

:Yir. FORSYTH: It is not a matter of 
population. They had cause for their action 
in America on account of the taxes put upon 
them. It is different here, because we are 
practically independent and the Home Govern
ment do not interfere with us. Under the 
circumstances, I consider that the words ex
Dressed bv Mr. Fisher were really a disgrace 
to Austrai· a and to himself. I believe that if 
"\Ve had the absolutely private opinion of 1\fr. 
Fisher he would be loyal too. There may 
have been some cause for all this; but what· 
ever the cause may have been he had no 
right to utter the words. 

Mr. MURPHY: They accused Asquith of 
being a traitor the other day. 

Mr. FORSYTH: I do not intend to go 
through the whole gamut of the various 
Bills mentioned in the Governor's Speech, 
but I will try to lay a few plain facts before 
the House ; and I hope the Government 
will not think my remarks are made in 
any spirit of carping c~iticism. _The :e
marks I intend to make m connectiOn with 
finance will come from the bottom of my 
heart. I do not wish to stand here as a 
candid friend of the Government, but I want 
to lay a few facts before them, so that they 
may know my opinions in connection with 
finance. We have to congratulate tha coun
try upon good seasons. We certainly have 
been very nrosperous for some years back, 
and I am 'sure everyone of us hopes that 
that prosperity may continue for many 
years to come. If we only get good seasons 
and a fair rainfall, and fair prices for our 
primary products, I do not think any Go
vernment-not even a Labour Government 
-can keep Queensland from developing as 
she should do. But while that is so, if 
ever there was a time in the history of 
Queensland when the Government of the 
day should be cautious, it is now. Anyone 
who looks through the figures that we have 
had year after year will notice the wonder
ful development that has taken place so far 
as our railway revenue is concerned, and 
that has helped materially in bringing 
forth good credit balances year in year out 
for the last six or seven years. If bon. 
members will only go back for the last five 
years and compare the revenue then with 
the ;evenue last financial year, they will 
see the wonderful progress that has been 
made. In 1904-5 our total revenue was ol!lY 
a little over £3,500,000. For the financial 
year which closed on 30th June last, the 
revenue was not less than £5,320,000, or an 
increase in the neriod mentioned of no less 
a sum than £1,725,000. That is real genuine 
progress, and a great deal of that addi-



A.ddress -in Reply. [27 JULY.] 30I 

tiona} revenue came from railways. The 
expenditure for the year 1904-5 was very 
much the same as our revenue, as there 
was a small surnlus of about £13,000 only. 
The iucroa£e in ~xpcnditure up to 30th June 
last as compared with the expenditure for 
the year 1904-5 was £1,793,000. Our rail
way revenue in 1904-5 was £l.4(1g.oo-J, and 
last year it was £2,700,000. In other word~, 
it nearly doubled. It is particularly grati
fying to know that the country is J?rogr<:ss
ing at such a rate-that wealth IS bemg 
produced from the soil so as to increase our 
railway freights to such an extent. Now 
last year was an exceptionally good year. 
Our revenue was the biggest on record, but 
our expenditure was also the biggest on 
record. We had an increase in land revenue 
of £50 000 ; taxation last year increased to 
the extent of £82,000, caused principally by 
the receipts from income tax having in
creased by something like £40,000 _or 
£50,000, whilst there was also a heavy m
crease in stamp duties. Then the railway 
revenue showed a large increase over the 
receipts for the previous year of no less 
a sum than £388,000. Our miscellaneous 
receipts increased by some £64,000-or a 
total increase for the year of no less than 
£585,000. Good business that ! It only shows 
the wonderful progress Queensland is mak
ing at the present time. While we _had 
thRse increases of £585,000, we rec01ved 
£383 000 less from the Commonwealth than 
durii~g the previous year, and there was 
also a small decrease of £1,400 in the re
ceipts from the Mines Department. That 
was the only State department that showed 
a decrease. But despite those decreases, 
the Government were still to the good some 
£200,000. 

Mr. MAY: The Mines Department ill 
sta,rved. 

Mr. FORSYTH: The figures are very 
satisfactorY so far as they go; but, on tho 
other hand, we have to bear in mind that, 
while the estimated expenditure for last 
vear was a little over £5,000,000, the actual 
expenditure was nearly £300.000 more. In 
other words, we spent £276,000 more than 
was estimated. . That is a feature that has 
been taking place for a good many years 
back. The Premier mentioned in connec
tion with charging .the year end_ed. 9Qth 
June with expenditure and habihties 
belonging to the current year, that that 
was not the case. I have made inquiries 
into the :matter, and I believe that what 
the hon. gentleman stated is perfectly 
correct. We have been doing something 
with the big increases we have had during 
the last two years that we were not in thG 
hobit of doing before. Money that was 
really chargeable to the year ended 30th 
• Tune, 1911, but which had not been pai(t 
by that date, would under ordinary condi
tions have been paid during the present 
year, and would have been charged to this 
yc,ar's account, although the liability was 
r,;ally incurred during the last financial 
year. By wires and by information received 
from various parts of Queensland, the Go
vernment had endeavoured to find out what 
these liabilities were, and they have debited 
them-as they justly were entitled to do-to 
last year's account. The same thing, I 
understand, was done last year. But there 
1s ·one thing in connection with this year's 
transaction~--

Mr. LENNON: Do you approve of the 
£70,000 business last year ? 

Mr. FORSYTH: We will come to that 
matter. 

Mr. LENNON: But do you approve of it? 

Mr. FORSYTH: Yes, I do approve of it. 
ln 1909-10 we had a big surplus of £270,000. 
or £280,000, and that surplus was reduced. 
As Mr. Kidston stated at the time, although 
they had increased the expenditure during: 
that year by £279,000 more than the esti
mated expenditure, strictly speaking only 
nbout £30,000 of that was really expendi~ 
i ure over the Estimates, because he to lei 
us that he had debited to revenue extra
ordinary and non-recurring items totalling 
£249,000. In that sum there were su~h 
items as £50,000, which was pa,:t of a 
d~ficiency on a loan which had been stand
ing to the debit of loan account, and had 
been transferred to revenue account. Then 
tLere \vas an item for public buildings 
'>Vhich in former years had been charged. 
to loan and which was last year credited to 
loan account and debited to revemw 
account, and so on. Hon. members who are 
interested in 1nining will remember also 
that there was an item of some £45,000 ot 
£50,000 lying to debit on account of. deep 
sinking for many years, and JY1r. Kidsto > 
thought it would be wise, as the money was 
never likely to be paid, to write it off, and 
the only way to write it off was by ~ebiting 
it to revenue. I do not blame him very 
much for doing these things, because it io> 
far better in any year when you can afford 
to wipe off such items, to do so, just as any 
business man, if he has a good year, likes· 
to have something up his sleeve for the 
following year, because he does not know 
how it may turn out. Now this year we· 
have not got that. There is no surplus 
charged anywhere with the e;ccepti01: o! a 
few thousands of pounds, ana that IS Just 
the reason why I think the Government 
should be particularly careful in connect.iou 
with expenditure. \Ve cannot control our 
revenue. If \Ye have good seasons and the 
money comes in, it is all right. But we 
have absolute control over our expenditure, 
and that is where I think caution shoula 
be shown. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: Do you say they ar& 
extravagant, because I do not? 

Mr. FORSYTH: If we had not had a 
very much larger revenue last year than 
was anticipated, only one thing could have 
happened, and that would have been we 
should have had a deficit; and I am sure 
we are all ag;-eed that that is a state of 
affairs we do not want if it can possibly be 
avoided. With regard to land revenue, I 
am sure we are all gratified at seeing that 

the income from our lands is 
[7.30 p.m.] increasing by leaps and bounds . 

During the last three years our
land revenue increased by about £160,000. 
As I said last year, I say now, the time is 
not far distant when the revenue from our 
public lands will be £1,000,000. I believe 
it will not be very long before it reaches 
that amount. There are some members. 
who wish to abolish certain taxes. It is 
said that farmers want to get exemption 
from the income tax and other irritating 
imposts. I should like to ask the gentleman 
who suggests that, what he would substitut& 
for the income tax? The income tax, in 
my estimation, is the fairest tax we can 
impose, because under that tax a man only 
pays according to his income. (Hear, hear!) 
If we were to take off the £348,000 derived 

Mr. Forsyth.] 
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from the income tax, exclusive of other 
taxes-small irritating taxes-I should like 
to ask hon. members where they are going 
to get that amount? Members opposite 
will, of course, tell us that we should put 
on a land tax. I do not think we want a 
lund tax. We have got one already-a tax 
imposed by the Federal Government. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: We should have 
that for the State. 

Mr. FORSYTH : I shall sneak of that tax 
later on. Of course, we know that the policy 
·of the L-abour partv is to have a State land 
tax as vvell, and y8t they pose ,as frien-ds of 
the farmers. There are hundreds, probably 
thousands, of farmers in Queensl.and who 
hold land, the unimproved value of which is 
a great deal more. than the £300 ·exemption 
proposed by the Labour party. Therefore, 
instead of helping the farmer, the Labour 
party would simply add to the taxation they 
have to bear now, and dnve more money 
out of the country. The hon. member for 
Ipswich, when spe-aking the other night, 
stated that members on this side of the 
House posed as the friends of the farmers. 
The hon. member never said ra truer -word. 
The members on this si-de of the House are 
the true friends of the farmers, and the 
f-armers know it. I think that .almost everv 
'farming oonstituency represented in this 
House has returned ·a member who sits on 
this side. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: You will have to watch 
the farmers, as they are organising now. 

Mr. FORSYTH : They .are organising for 
the purpose of knocking the L-ahour party 
on the he&d far more .than they have ever 
done hitherto, and I think the hon. member 
will find that out for himself before he is 
much older. One reason why I ma<le the 
remarks I did just now is that the matters 
referred to m-ay .have some effect on our 
floating loans in the old country. 

Mr. LENNON: Nothing of the sort. 
Mr. FORSYTH : I do not 

who control the 
sensitive in -m,atters of 
had assistance to the 
which we borrowed 
·what would Austraha 
Queensland hav-P done, 
~ance froan the old countrv 
Joan money'? W·here ~ 
the money? Nowhere ; and I say we 
should be pleased and thankful ·to think that 
the oJ.d country has stood by us, and found 
the money that we required for the develop
ment of Queensland. In considering this 
qu-estion of finance, we should forget 
that some of our loans will shortly f-allin•' 
due, an·d I say -ag,ain that there never was~ ~ 
time in the history of Queensland when the 
Government hav-e needed to be more careful 
in connection with the public finances th 1n 
they need to be at the present time. vV e 
have got enormous liabilities ahead of us. 
VVe have to 1neet dnrin,g the next eighteen 
months a sum of £2,596,000, and we have 
got to me-et during the next thr·ee ye-ars 
nea;ly £12,000,000 more In other words, 
durmg the next three years whatever Go
vernment may be in nower have got to 
arrange for the renew·af of over £14 000 000 
sterling. And I s-ay wB nePd to be as 'car~ful 
as vv·e oan in connection with our finanCBs. I 
strongly a,dvise the Government to look 
""he-&d, ,and think wh-at they are o-oing to do 
within the next eighteen months." I am not 

[Mr. Forsyth. 

with the hon. mBmber 
spoke l-ast night on 

idea of the manner in which we 
with this matter is a good 

was practicable, but unfortunatel;y it 
pr-acticable. The whole of the moneys 

due during the next three or four 
years are 4 per cent. debentures, and I do 
not think he would get people who 'have still 
to wait ·three or four years for their money 
to accept 3~ per cent. w·hen they know they 
oan gBt 4 per cent. for four yBars. They are 
all 4 per cent. debentures. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: I t-hink you are wrong 
there; they are not all 4 per cent. 

Mr. FORSYT'H : Every solitary one of 
them is .a 4 per cent. loan. I hav-e the par· 
ticulars here, and I can assure hon. members 
that every one of those loans is a 4 per cent. 
loan. I hope and trust that we shall be able to 
arr.ang·e our finances in such a way as shall 
enable us when those lo-ans fall du-e to save 
at least £ per cent. By saving £ per cent. 
on those loans we shall reduce our interest 
bill by about £35,000 per annum. We .ar3 

not paying more than 3i per cent., and I 
hope that the Government will be abl-e to 
arrange ·a renewal of the loans ,at ·a lower 
rate of interest. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: \Ve will send you home to 
fix it up. 

Mr. FORSYTH : I do not want to go home 
to fix it up. There are men in London who 
are ten times .abler than mysel-f or .any other 
member in this Ho-use to 'arrange that 
matter. But I sav the Gov-ernment should 
st.art ·arranging the matter now. They 
shoul·d st-art now making arrangements foe 
the retirement of those loans which will fall 
•clue at an early date. It is no use waitino-. 
All these things have to be arranged and "'I 
think the Government should appro-~ch the 
people who have takBn up our inscribed 
~took, and see what they ,are pl"ep>ared to do 
m the matter. They nave all the n""mes 
of the persons concerned, or the Bank of 
F.illg!and knows the names of every· one of 
them, and we should not wait until the loand 
are actually becmning -due, but should a(.~ 
preach those peopl: as soon as possible, e,nd 

what they ,are hkely to be prep-ared to do 
the -loans fall due. Bv doinO' that wco 

g·et an indication of what"' they aril 
to do, 'and take action accordingly. 

Hon. R. PHILP: "'VYe c-ould not do it now. 

Jl':fr. FORSYTH: Wo might not be a1Jle to 
do 1t now w1th regard to all the loans but we 
migh~ d? it with reg-~rd to the loan; falling 
due uurmg the next e1ghteen months. This is 
the most important measure the Government 
could discuss at the present time, and I tl"mt 
t.~at it ·will. receive their serion.:; attGn-
tr~!~. L·c;vrng th~t matter 1 o~ to tf:c! 
SUO.Ject 01 .nopulatwn. We a !'TE'clt 

d_eal of d1s·:u·ss1?n lately our P''P'-'1<1· 
t;on. I th!nk 1t was the leader of 
tne Oppos1hon who ste"ted bored th0 
Government wou'd not out immi.~ 
grants whol,esale .as they arc ·doing in 
Canada, -w~cre men are \;:alkjn;; .aLout ·1d1G. 
! would pomt out that, ·,vith ctJJ th-e inere'"'' 
m our popul_ation from immigration and 
from natural mer-ease, the popul-ation of this 
State has only increased by slightly over 2 
per cent. ner annum. I would .ask the hon. 
;nember if he thinks 2 per cent. per annum 
1s too large an incre,ase in our population? 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER: No; he does not 
say that. 
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Mr FORSYTH: The hon. member knows 
that 'our natural increase is not too great, 
and yet he is against the Government spending 
money on immigration. I say we shall never 
populate this State as we ought unless we 
assist neople to come here and help us to 
develop our resources, and share our lia
·bihties. That 1s the pos;tion. Now, we have 
in Australia at the present time a very small 
.increase in the population. Last year, not in 
·Queensland but in the whole of Australia, 
the total increase in the population was, so. 
far as immigration was concerned, only a 
paltry 20,000. Surely the hon. gentleman 
does not sav that that is too much of an in
.crease for Australia! Surely tl1at is not let
ting people co,me in here in a wholesale 
fashion! So long as. we can absorb these 
people and find them work we should bring 
them in all the time. (Hear, hear!) This 
country will never be properly populated un
less we assist it ourselves by bringing people 
-out here to. help increase iL The information 
given by the Premi€r shows that at the 
present time there is a scarcity of labour in 
almost eveTy trade. Carpenters and all other 
trades are crying out that they cannot get 
men to do the work that they have to do. The 
farmers are crying out for ]a bour and they 
cannot get it, and juet as quickly as these 
peop].a come in h€re so quickly are they ab
sorbed. I was speaking to Mr. Brenan, the 
Immigration Agent, the other day, and I 
asked . him about the- immigrants with the 
view of using the information in this debate. 
I asked him how they were being absorbed, 
ancl he said there- were very few immigrants 
left., as they were all absorbed. He added 
tha·t it was marvellous how they were all 
absorbed as quickly as they came. So long 
as they are absorbed it is all right. We do 
not want people to run about the streets and 
he idl€, but we want to give them work. If 
we- want to develop th's country as it. should be 
developed, then we must continue to bring out 
people of the right sort, and if we continue to 
do that then it will be of great benefit to 
Queensland. 

l\fr. MunA~: Develop the country and let 
Brisbane develop itself. 

)\Jr. FORSYTH: The Labour party say that 
they are not against immigration, but as a 
matter of fact in their hearts and souls they 
are dead against it. Thev have said more 
than once-they have sa.id lt in this debate
r believe it was the hon. member for Leich
hardt who sa.id it--that we were m?rely bring-
ing a lot of these people out here for the 
nurpose of rechwinP," "vas>·e·s. Wages are not 
being reduced at alL In fact, wages are going 
up. A number of men were brought out, and 
they were sent ont West to work on ra.ilway 
construction work for 9s. per day, and they 
went on strike for lOs. a day. I am not saying 
whether they should get 9s. or lOs. a day for 
the work they were do.ing, but the fa.ct remains 
that they were getting 9s. per day, which 
amounts to £2 14s. a week. 

Mr. ALLEN: What about wet days? 

Mr. FOESYTH: I understand that they 
were getting £2 14s. a week for six days a 
we.ek, and tha,t their cost of living came to 
13s. or 14s. a week. 

Mr. ALLEN: 17s. 

Mr. FORSYTH: Well, we will say 17s. a 
week. With a margin of a few shillings to 
spend that left them £1 1&. a week, which 
they could save after paying fo.r their board 

and lodging. Can anyone iell me that these 
men able to work in the old country, 
pay board, and save £1 15s. a week? 
W1ll anyone say that? 

:VIr. LENNO~: No one would be so foolish 
as to say it. 

M:r. FORSYTH: No,; but they are foolish 
enough to go out there and create dissatis
faction amongst the men there. 

Mr. ALHJN: Who did that? 

Mr. FORSYTH: It was done in connection 
with the men who went to work at Wall a!. 

Mr. ALLEN: It was the men themselves 
who did it. 

Mr. FORSYTH: You may tell that to 
so,meone else. I-t is no use telling it to me, as 
I do not beli€ve it. 

Mr. MURPHY: Spence wired to them to go 
and look for work, so he was not mixed up 
in it. (Laughter.) 

Mr. FORSY'l'H: There are hundreds and 
thousands of factory hands wanted in Australia 
to-day. There are many wanted in Brisbane 
and othBr places. 

Mr: L:ENNON: The clothing trade- has not 
macde a determination yet in connection with 
the wages board. 

Mr. ALLEN: They have been three years at 
it. 

Mr. FORSYTH: 'l'he wages board is there 
at any rate, and they are hopeful of getting 
good wag€s. I do not believe in a man paying 
his hands poor wages at all. I will giv€ you 
the figures showing the cost of the raw 
material and the value of the production 
from the factories in Australia. The total 
output of the factories in the Commonwealth 
in 1909 was valued at £107,000,000 and the raw 
material was valued at £65,000,000. These 
are great figures. \Ve want more production 
and more wealth to go to the people here, 
and we want more people to help them to get 
it. The total number of people employed in 
factories in Australia amounts to 266,000, and 
of this number 29,000 are employed in Queens
land. The amount of wages paid in the 
factories of Australia amounted in 1909 to 
£21,000,000, and the amount paid in Queens
land totalled between £2,000,000 and 
£3,000,000. I am taking these figur·es from 
" Knibbs." It shows the wonderful business 
that is being done in Australia, and even in 
Queensland, but we wa.nt to increase it still 
more if we possibly can. \Ve have had a 
good deal of discussion in connection with the 
misrepr·esentations that were made in connec
tion with the referenda poll. We had a good 
discussion last night about it. I remarked 
then, and I remark again now, that there- is 
not the same ~ubilation existing in this Cham
ber amongst hon. members opposite over the 
result of the referenda poll on the 26th of 
April as there was amongst that party-and 
justly so--at the result of the poll on the 13th 
of April, 1910. There is no doubt about that. 
It shows what are the feelings of the people in 
connection with these matters. The Labour 
party want to get everything. They want to 
get absolute control of the whole of Australia. 
They want to get control of the whole of the 
trade and comrnerc-z:, labour, and employment 
in Australia. If they got control of all these 
things, which hon. members opposite were 
very anxious that they should get, I ask them 
what would be left for the States? If they got 
complete control of labour and commerce there 

Mr. Forsyth.J 
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would be nothing left, or practically nothing. 
They asked for too ,much, and they got what 
they richly deserved. 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: What will you give 
them now? 

Mr. FORSYTH: So far as I am concerned, 
I would give them mighty little. 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: But your leader is 
going to give them something. 

Mt. FORSYTH: I do not know anything 
about my leader, but, so far as I am con
cerned, I would give them mighty little. · 
There are lofis of things that they have 
power to take over, such as State debt-s, 
which they have not yet taken over. They 
have not taken over the lighting of the coast 
either. The leader of the Opposition, in re
ferring to the wreck of the " Yongala," said 
distinctly that he blamed the Queensland 
Government for not putting up sufficient lights 
on the coast. 

Mr. LE'lNON: I said that whatever responsi
bility there was for not lighting the coast 
rested with the Queensland Government, as 
they were responsible for the lighting, and not 
the Federal Government. 

Mr. FORSYTH: So far as anyone can 
judge, I do not think the want of lights had 
anything to do with the wreck of that vessel. 
At the same time, the han. gentleman 
blamed the Queensland Government for not 
putting up more lights. 

Mr. LENNON: I was putting the blame on £he 
proper shoulders. 

Mr. FORSYTH: Suppose, for the sake of 
argument, that the Queensland Government 
Jid put up the lights on the coast, and then 
the Federal Government took them over, 
would they refund the money that the 
Queensland Government spent on the lights? 

Mr. MAUGHAN: You would not expect that 
they. would? 

lVlr. FORSYTH: Why not? I know that 
they would not like to refund it. At any rate 
they have the power to take over the lights 
and they should do it. 

Mr. LENNON: They have power to take 
over the State debts. 

Mr. FORSYTH: Yes. I will deal with that 
later on .. I ""m glad that they are taking 
sam~ actwn now, and that an expert is 
commg up from the South, and he is going 
over the Queensland coast to find out exactly 
how the lights stand. That, I am sure, we 
will all be glad to hear. The leader of the 
Opposition also stated that the floating of 
the last loan of £2,000,000 was an absolute 
failure, and there was great exultation over 
there in connection with the small percentage 
of that loan that was taken up by the 
public. How could you possibly expect the 
public to take up the loan when these loans 
are practicallv under the .control of the 
underwriters? • Everyone knows they are 
under the control of the underwriters, and is 
it not infinitely better to pay them a small 
commission than to put the loan on the 
market and simply let the public say we will 
te"ke it up or not, and perhaps have it an 
absolutA failure? I think it is infinitelv 
better, for the small commission we give them 
to have the loan guaranteed. ' 

Mr. HARDAORE: It is put on the market all 
the same, and they guarantee the balance. 

Mr. FORSYTH: Yes, and when they guar
antee the balance they guarantee to take 
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the whole lot. I think it is far better for us 
to take no ris·k in the matter. According t<> 
the hon. member that loan was a great failure. 
I do not know of any Joan floated in Aus
tralia that1 has been floated cheaper. I think 
our last loan cost us, depreciation and all 
expenses taken in, about £3 14s. ld. per cent. 
Why, the Federal Government want 31 per 
cent. 

Mr. LENNON: It is better to pay 31 per 
cent. in Australia than go to the London 
market. 

Mr. CoRSER: Not for four years. 

Mr. FORSYTH : In connection with the 
matter of ioan money, I think it is a wise 
thing; if we can get money in Australia, 
then by all means let us have it so long as, 
we get it on the same conditions and at no, 
higher rate than in the old country. I say 
if the Queensland Government could get 
millions of money in Australia to cover these, 
renewals at the rate of 31 per cent., they 
would be perfectly justified in taking it. 

Mr. LENNON: There is more money in 
Australia now than at any previous time in 
our history. 

M:r. FORSYTH: I grant thati. The banks 
are choke full of money, and at the same· 
time that is one reason why this may be a 
good time to get some money out of Australia 
because of the fact that there is a large 
sum awaiting investment. The Federal Go
vernment, as we all know, take a large 
amount of revenue out of the people of 
Australia. Each State also takes a very largee 
amount of revenue, and it might surprise bon. 
members on both sides of the House to know* 
the total amount of revenue taken out of the 
pockets of the people of Australia last year 
was ~omething like £56.000,000, and that does 
not mclude money spent out of loans. 

Mr. LENNON: It is only a littJe over £4 a, 
head after all. 

Mr. FORSYTH: A grea;t deal of that 
money is for services rendered, such as rail
ways, but it is a huge sum of money to take 
out of the pockets of the people. There is 
also another thing I should like to mention 
and that is in connection with old-age pensions'. 
Everyone believes in that, but I do not think 
it is a good advertisement for iAustralia 
when we find that one-ninth of the total 
gross revenue of the Commonwealth went in 
old-age pensions. One-ninth! £2,085,000 were 
spent last year in old-age pensions, and there 
will be m considerable amount more this 
year. Eleven per cent. of the total gross 
revenue of the Commonwealth Government 
went in old-age pensions. I do not look upon 
that as any specially good advertisement for 
Au~tralia. I am inclined to think it should 
not he so large. I do not blame the Common
wealth. I have been into the office here 
again and again, and I believe the officers 
here a.rfl good men, a.nd thPv vet all the in
formation they •Can, so that the country is 
not bled by people getting money under false 
nretennes: but I think wP 111::lDt more rirrjrl 
insnection. and thev shnnlCI he n1or" rigid 
with regard to getting information in con
nection with this matter. 

Mr. MURPRY: I think they are too strict. 
Mr. MAUGHAN: They are pretty strict 

now. 
Mr. FORSYTH: I am very glad to bear 

it. 
Mr. MAUGRAN: My word, they are. 
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Mr. FORSYTH: Queensland, as I said 
before, is prosperous, and we have been 
able to spend a great deal of money in 
developing this country, more especially in 
respect of railways. Queensland last year 
introduced a scheme of railways which was 
the greatest and boldest ever brought for
ward in Australia. In Queensland we have 
a huge territory, and if that territory is 
ever to be developed as it should be 
developed, it can only be developed 
in. one way, and that is by having 
railway communication. The Government 
understood that, and they were prepared to 
bring in a Loan Bill of £10,000,000 for the 
purpose of carrying out that great scheme. 
It is most satisfactory to think that, 
although we have only one-third of the 
population of some States, we are ahead of 
every other State so far as mileage of rail
ways is concerned. \Ve are ahead of New 
South Wales and ahead of Victoria. All 
that is very satisfactory. At the same time I 
again put a word of caution in. Last year 
the Queensland Government spent from re
venue £5,314,000 and trust funds £858,000, 
and from loan account £1,995,000, or a 
total of £8,168,000. They are the largest 
employers of labour, and are spending a 
huge sum of money. Our expenditure in
creased last year, as against the year 
before, by £1,100,00(1. We spent over 
£7,000,000 the year before, and last year 
we spent £8,100,000 odd. That is very large, 
more especially as one does not know when 
we may have bad times, and if we had a 
check to the development of Queensland, 
nothing, to my mind, could save us from a_ 
deficit. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Ron. R. PHILP: There is a deficit in New 

South \Vales now. 

Mr. FORSYTH: Yes. They received a 
large sum less from the Commonwealth 
Govern1nent. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: We have had big deficits 
in good seasons. 

Mr. FORSYTH: We have had big de
ficits and we have had big surpluses. I 
sincerely hope that the Government will 
be cautious so as to avoid having. deficits. 
No·w, there is a vexed question which has 
b.een rai~ed in the papers lately in connec
tiOn with transferred properties. The 
Federal Government have had the use of 
those properties for the last ten years, and 
we find they have never paid a single shill
ing interest on the cost of those properties. 
They are responsible to the various States 
of Australia fo·r the total value of tho&e 
properties, which amounts to £9,622,000, 
Queensland's proportion being £1,521,000. 
Queensland has lost during the last ten 
years, from the fact of not receiving any 
interest on the cost of those properties, 
upon the basis of 3 per cent., which they 
are prepared to pay now, half a million 
of money which the Federal Government 
should have paid to this State. Although 
they had not paid it, according to Mr. 
Fraser-I have got his speech here-they 
recognise that that money is a liability 
upon the Commonwealth of Australia. 

Mr. LENNON : Why did not the Deaki~ 
Government pay it? 

Mr. FORSYTH: There is one thing I 
will tell the hon. member about the Deakin 
Government. I am very glad he has made 
that point, as it is a rather interesting one. 
There has been no Government in Australia, 

1911-w 

State or Commonwealth, that ever had such 
a. surplus as thH Labour Government now 
has. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: More glory to them. 

Mr. FORSYTH: It is to their discredit, 
because they had no right to take out of 
the pockets of the people of Australia 
£1,870,000 that they did not want. If they 
were honest and straightforward in this 
matter they should pay at least 10 per 
cent. of that money as part payment on 
this large sum that they owe in connec
tion with the transferred properties. It 

would be of great benefit to 
[8 p.m.] the States at the present time. 

It would be of great benefit 
to Queensland, because Queensland would 
get from that about £150,000, which, in 
these times, when we want so much 
money, would be of great service to us. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: Where does that money 
come from? 

Mr. FORSYTH: From the surplus kept 
lying down in Melbourne. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: Out of the pockets of the 
people. 

Mr. FORSYTH : It has come out of the 
pockets of the people, that is my objection 
to it. Good financing, as I understand it, 
does not mean that a man can exactly 
finance so as to make his expenditure 
balance his revenue. They have taken out 
of the pockets of the people 'of Australia 
arout £1,870,000, after paying off that little 
liability of about £250,000 lying to the 
debit of the Northern Territory. 

Mr. FOLEY: The land tax did it. 

Mr. FORSYTH: That land ta" brought 
in a good deal of money. Mr. Fisher was 
not very far out in the land tax; his esti
mate was £1,000,000, and it has brought j;o 
a total of about £1,413,000. But where Mr. 
Fisher was absolutely out was in his 
Customs, and he was out £1.250,000, while 
other departments made up over and above 
Jois estimate of revenue nearly £2,000,000. 

Mr. LENNON: The unexpected prosperity 
of Australia did that. 

Mr. FORSYTH: It was an unexampled 
dragging out of the pockets of the peoole 
money he had no right to. • 

Mr. LENNON: Nothing of tho sort-
Customs duty. 

Mr. FORSYTH: The hon. member for 
Lei.chha r?t refer~ed to. the hct of the higher 
tanff. Ir Mr. Fisher IS gettmg more money 
than he wants, why does he not ,reduce the 
tariff? It would be the means of making 
cheaper food, and boots and clothing would 
be very much less. 

Mr. LENNON: You would like them to 
take the duty off sugar. 

Mr. FORSYTH: I think it would have 
been a very nice thing if the Commonwealth 
Government had really handed over to the 
States, say £900,000, or 10 per cent., of that 
total debt on transfer~ed properties they 
?We; because they owe It~they do not deny 
It, and they propose to pay to the States 
3 per cent. J?8r . annum. They are going to 
arrange a smkmg fund, and that sinking: 
fun? is to come out of. the pockets of the 
van~us States. Mr. Frsher is only going 
to g1ve 3 per cent. upon the value of the 
transferred properties, but if we want to 
borrow money from them we have to pay 

Mr. Forsyth.] 
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3J per cent. They do not deny that they 
owe that money, and they take it upon them
selves to increase t.hat sinking fund from 
~ per cent. to a higher rate; they. also s~y 
they may later on want to pay 1t off m 
cash, thus recognising their responsibility. 
But to go and take ~ per cent. and put 
it into a sinking fund, which should be 
part of the interest that they should pay 
the States, is not in my estimation good 
finance. It may be good enough for the 
Federal Government, but it is certainly not 
good enough for the States. Everybody 
recognises that 3~ per cent. would be a fair 
rate, and if they want a sinking fund for 
the purpose of wiping off that debt let them 
PJ.ake a sinking fun.d from the whole of the 
revenue, apart from giving us 3 per cent., 
and that will be a fair thing. However, 
that is one thing. That will recoup the 
Quee\nsland Government to some extent, 
even if they do not get more than 3 per 
cent., because next year the Federal Go
vernment will hand over to Queensland 
something like £90,000 for interest for two 
years, upon the basis of interest at 3 per 
cent. on the value of the transferred pro
perties. The deputy leader of the Opposi
tion was mentioning the amount of money 
in Australia. It is most remarkable how the 
money is lying in the banks of Australia at 
the present time-such a huge sum at 
current account, without any interest at all. 
We have at the present time bearing 
interest, over £77,000,000 of money, and we 
have £61,000,000 lying at current account, 
for which the owners do not get a single 
shilling interest, and besides that we have 
£60,000,000 in the savings banks. There is 
no doubt there is £200,000,000 available for 
investment. Seeing that money is so plenti
ful the Queensland Government ought to be 
able to get and retain a considerable portion 
of that, so as to square up liabilities. Even 
in Queensland we have no less than 
£10,800,000 at fixed deposit, and £8,612,000 
at current account; or nearly £20,000,000 
lying at fixed deposit or current account 
in Queensland. That will give some slight 
idea as to whether the country is pros
perous. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: It does not look as if 
capital is flying away. 

.:Mr. FORSYTH: One or two members 
raised a question in regard to the Savings 
Bank, and compared the rate of 3 per cent. 
interest paid here as against that of other 
States. 

Mr. LENNON: The hon. member for Car
pentaria. 

Mr. FORSYTH: It looks upon the face 
of it a fair thing that if other States are 
paying 3~ per cent. Queensland should pay 
more. The reason is this: it is because 
Queensland cannot pay it. 

Mr. LENNON: That 1s a bad advertise
ment for Queensland. 

Mr. FORSYTH: It is not a bad adver
tisement; it is a very good advertisement 
for Queensland. The total net profit on the 
Savings Bank last year was £6,900 odd. I 
would like to ask my friends opposite who 
believe we should give 3~ per cent., and an 
extra ~ per cent. on £6,000,000, representing 
£30,000 a year, how we could sauare accounts 
if we gave the extra ~ per cent~? 

Mr. MURPHY: Float a loan. (Laughter.) 

[Mr. Forsyth. 

Mr. FORSYTH': The reason why we 
cannot pay more than 3 per cent is this: 
That the Savings Bank in Queensland is a 
savings bank pure and simple; while the 
Savings Banks- of New South Wales and Vic
toria are banks which lend money on mort
gage, and naturaily, of course, pay a much 
higher rate. If we look at the Insurance 
and Banking Record for May, we shall see 
that the Victorian Government at the 
present time are raising by debentures about 
half a million of money, to be advanced 
on town and country properties, and they 
are floating that at 3~ per cent., at a dis
count, and the people who take up these 
debentures on the basis of 3~ per cent:; less 
discount, will really get £3 17s. per cent., 
or more than 3i per cent. They can afford 
to do it, for the simple reason that they are 
lending that money and working against 
banks and mortgage companies. 

Mr. LENNON: Is there anything wrong 
m that? 

Mr. FORSYTH: I am not saying there 
is anything wrong about it, but we cannot 
do that under our Savings Bank Act. Our 
Act states that two-thirds of the total money 
lying at the credit of the Savings Bank must 
be put into Government securities, and that 
the other third must be kept for current 
accounts, to pay out, money when the people 
want it, and any moneys over and above 
that, if desired and the Government think 
they can do· without, must be put in Go
vernment securities, for which they cannot 
get more than 4 per cent. Let me tell my 
friends who think it is a wise thing to 
increase rates, that one of the bulwarks 
"hich assists this State in connection with 
fir,ance has been the money they have had 
to ge,t from the Savings Bank. , 

Mr. LENNON: You can double it or treble 
it by the simplest method imaginable-by 
increasing the limit from £200 to £1,000. 
I suggested that two years ago. 

Mr. FORSYTH : That may be ,a good 
thing. At any rate, that is the reason why 
we cannot give more than 3 per cen,t. on 
Savings Bank money. I only wish, before 
s1ttmg down, to make a remark about taxa
tiorc Some of our friends opposite talk about 
nationalising the 'hospitals. No doubt that 
might be a good thing; but the Government 
'are now giving £2 inste·ad of £1 lOs. endow
ment, and that should help very much. 

LENNON: They might as well go the 
·hog. 

Mr. FORSYTH : If we were to nationalise 
the hospitals, it would require .a lot· of 
money. We .are spending £93,000. For the 
increased wages,_ especially on the rail~vayo, 
another £70,000 1s reqmred. The intei!'est on 
the £2,000,000 loan and other things referred 
to will a:nount to an extra £250,000, and the 
questwn >s: Where would all the money come 
from? While thf! things are very good, we 
must bear m mmd that the money has to 
come out of the pockets of the people. We 
have to add this year to expenditure ~ 
per cent. sinking fund in connection with 
the loan of £2,000,000, which will amount 
to £10,000; increase to railway men, 
£93,000; increase to hospitals, £30,000; loan 
·account in connection with the £2,000,000 
loan, £70,000; and with the 10 per cent. 
increase in asylum wages and automatic 
increases the total will probably show an 
increase of £250,000. Where is the money to 
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,come from? Of course, the estimates of 
revenue may be exceeded, but we want t? be 
careful. If .a sinking fund of ~ per cent. IS to 
be charged on all loans or renewals, in that 

,case we would have to find at least £125,000 
·a year after the renewals and obtaining the 
loan money wanted to complete the railw'1y 
scheme-say, £25,000,000 in all. All these 
cthings require c.areful consideration. Soma 
people object ·to the land administration in 
some respects. I understand that in the case 
of .a man who has a grazing .farm, and pur
Dhased a leasehold, the department refused 
to transfer the Jooseho1d on the ground that 
the man is the holder of .a grazing farm. 
Whatever may be thought o.f the Act passed 
last year, I do not think that was intended. 

'The section in the Act relating to this 
matter is section 53, the latter part of which 
reads thus-

" Provided that any person having an interest 
in a pastoral holding shall, to the extent of 
that interest as ascertained in acreage, be dis
qualified from applying for or holding a grazing 
selection ; but this proviso shall not affect the 
right or title of any person who at the com
mencement of this Act is the duly qualified 
selector of a grazing selection, and also has an 
interest in a pastoral holding." 

I do not know exactly what the Governme'lt 
mean ·by that, but the bon. mem her for 
Lei0hhardt .and others are inclined to think 
it w.as never intende·d that when the holder 
, of a grazing farm wants to buy a leasehold 
from somebody else, the Government should 
refuse to tr-ansfer the land simply becau2e he 
has a grazing farm. 

Mr. HARDACRE: I do not think it was fore
seen in that wav; .at the same time it rais·es 
a very difficult position. 

Mr. FORSYTH: I do not think it was the 
intention of the Legislature when the Act 
was passed, an·d I hope t11e Govemment will 
have it .alt-ered, so that transfers may be 
given in such cases. I was under the impres
sion that the Government were not throwing 
open land 'as much as possible for the benefit 
<lf people who want 1and; but I have in
quired from Mr. Graham, ·and I find that 
there will be 76,000 acres .available next 
month on Taabinga and Taroong; 10,000 
acres will be open to selection on the 
Murgon Railway within two months; there 

·1e any amount of land available in the 
Burnett district; the Dawson River VaHey 
is being opened up, and there wcill be •a great 
deal of land •avaiJ.able there in the next 
twelve months. So I honestly believe tho 
·Government are doing their sincere best to 
open un land for settlement. We cannot 
always get land in the exact loc<tlity we want 
it, and w·e oan only get Crown !.and where it 
is av-ailable. I wish now to ref<er to a matter 
of importance to my own electorate, as well 
as to other parts of the State. There arc 
many people •engage'd in growing bananas, 
citrus fruits, ,and p.ineapples; 'and they com
plain of the quantity coming from Fiji, and 
cutting them out.. After the hurricane some 
years •ago the quantity was restricted, but 
large quantities .are CO·ming in •again, 'and 
40,000 bunches of bananas a.r.e going to Syd
ney and Melbourne ev·ery fortnight, and the 
people here have to compete with fruit grown 
under black-labour conditions. Therefore, 
thev want some protection from the central 
Government. They have protection to the 
extent of 1s. ·a cental, which represents •about 
i6d. a bunch; but they want protection to the 

extent of 2s. a cental, or 1s. a bunch. TherB 
are 300 white growers of bananas in the 
State ; ,and if they are protected against the 
Fiji bananas, the Fe·deral Government will 
be doing a good thing. In 1909 the export 
of bananas was valued at £76,000, citrus 
fruits £14,000, and pineapples £34,000, making 
£125,000 in all. It is a growing business, 
and I think our friends on the opposite sidd 
should get in touch with their friends in the 
Commonwealth Parliament, and endeavour 
to get some assist.anoe for these peopl·e. The 
Federal Government are giving protection to 
white growers of sugar in the shape of a 
bounty; and if they betliev·e in a " White 
Australia," they ought to ext·end assiotano> 
to the white growers of bananas. 

Mr. LENNON: I agree with you. 

Mr. FORSYTH : It is their policy, ZLn 'l 
they should carry it out and take the resp::u
sibility. 

Mr. MORGAN: Should we not try to ial· 
prove the quality of our bananas? 

Mr. FORSYTH: That would be another 
matter. I have no objection to that, but 
something should be done to help these 
people. I have seen some of the growers, and 
they tell me that lately their returns from 
the South leave them no profits at all, and 
I cert;ainly think they are deserving of some 
consideration. I only hope that the country 
will prosper. I trust we shall have plenty 
more rain and a great many more good 
seasons, and then I feel certain that Queens
land will progress and will be able to continue 
her policy-which I think most people believe 
in-in connection with the building of rail
ways, immigration, and land settJement. If 
we had bad times, we may have a check to 
that policy, and we want to avoid that. I 
am sure I express the sentiments of every 
hon. member when I say that I trust Queens
land this year will prosper. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. THEODORE (Woothakata): There is 
one important que3tion which is just now 
exercising the public mind, and notJ very 
much attention has so far been devoted to it 
by members supporting the Government. 
That is the question of the relation that the 
sugar industry bears to the State of Queens
land. The sugar industry at the present til)le 
is labouring under certain difficulties. It is 
in the throes of industrial turmoil, and I 
think there is a distinct danger that, unless 
something is done, the industry may be 
ruined. It is in danger of being entirely 
wiped out. Yet the Queensland Government 
do not seem to realise the danger, and are not 
attempting to discover any means by which 
that danger may be removed. Since the 
troubl"' between tihe emplo·yers and the em
ployees in the industry commenced a couple 
of months ago, there has been a good deal 
of comment regarding it in the papers of 
Austra.lia. I am going to quote the opinion 
of a leading newspaper in Sydney-the Daily 
Telegragh. In a leading article in the issue 
of 4th July upon the sugar trouble and the 
relation the industry bears to this State, they 
say-

" The manufacturers declare that they are not 
doing well enough to be able to give the 
growers any more, and the growers repeat that 
complaint. Yet we know that in the chief ease 
the manufacture and distribution of sugar ls 
a highly profitable business, and that the peoph! 
of Australia subsidise it more or less throug;!t 

Mr. Theodor~.J 
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taxation. Therefore, at one end of the industry 
enormous profits are being Inade, while at the 
other there is all-round complaint culminating 
in the appeal of the workers for £1 lOs. a 
week and "keep." As Mr. Tudor indicatP-1, 
smnething must be wrong where an industry of 
such proportions as this cannot pay that wag9 
to married men.'' 

Further on they remark--

" The suggestion that the remaining fourth of 
the excise now retained by the Government 
should be returned to the growers-in other 
words, that by establishing a balance between 
excise and bounty, both should be extinguished 
--·involves a still further call upon the public ; 
for, although the price of sugar might not be 
affected, the Commonwealth would lose about 
£140,000 of revenue, which would have to be 
obtained in some other way. How long is this 
to go on? The industry bas had years in which 
to establish itself and test the commercial 
practicability of white-labour conditions under, 
as has been shown, very generous assistance. 
At the present time Australia might be getting 
its sugar at a substantially reduced cost bad 
it not been considered good policy to protect 
the local industry. When, however, the growers 
only ask for more, there is not much encour
agement to persist with that policy." 

I cl~im that those remarks, coming as they 
do from a leading .i'?urnal in the largest 
State, express the opmwns of a large section 
of the people of Austr.alia regarding the 
mdustry. I am not one of those who uphold 
the oontention of t:hat article. I think 
that the Que_en$land sugar industry· is well 
worth proteetmg_ and well worth assisting <tnd 
well worth contmumg. But not long since, 
when Mr. Tudor, Commonwealth Minister 
for Trade and Customs, made a very advan
tageous offer to the cane-growers to equalise 
the bounty and excise, that offer was refused. 
The offer certainly carried with it a condition 
-that condition. being that the employers 
should comply With the demands then being 
made by the Amalgamate-d V/orlwrs' Asso
Ciation. Now the refusal of the employers to 
accept that offer practically meant a refusal 
to accept more than £160,000 per annum. 

Mr. LENNON: It amounted to 2s. 3d. per 
ton af cane. 

Hon. R. PHILP: I am sure the growers 
would not refuse to accept an offer to 
equalise the bounty and the exccise. 

Mr._ T~EODORE: Well, they did refuse it, 
and It IS a wonder that they do not now 
indicate their willingness to accepil it. On 
29th June the offer was distinctly made when 
M;r. Tudor met a deputation of growers and 
millers at Bundaberg. This is a report of 
what took place-

" Mr. Tudor asked what the additional cost in 
wages would be if the Amalgamoted Workers' 
Association demands were granted? 

"The Han. Angus Gibson: 47 per cent. 
"'Mr. Tudor asked if the manufacturers would 

b€ prepared to grant the men's demands if £1 
excise kept by ~he Federal Government were 
returned to the Industry? 

. ".Mr. Young: I do not think if hours are 
limited to eight that the crops can be taken 
off, but I believe they would give more wages. 

" Mr. Tudor : If manufacturers will give the 
assura~ce I refer t~ I will do my best to have 
legislatiOn brought m to equalise the exise and 
bounty." 
In a subsequent interview, published in the 
Brisbane Oourier o~_ 8th July, Mr. Tudor is 
reported to haTe s!ud-

JtM r. Theodore. 

" At a meeting of 5oo· growers and manufac
turers, Mr. Tudor said he bad asked whether· 
anyone would say pu]}licly that the present 
wage rate was a living rate, and nobody had 
answered." 

Subsequently he reiterated that he luvd 
offered to the representatives of some 500· 
growers and millers to equalise the bounty 
and excise on the condition that they would 
comply with the men's demands, and he was 
told that they would not agree to the offer. 
I think they made a mistake in that, because 
the extra payments would easily have been 
covered by the additional amount received in 
the shape of bounty. I think the Queensland 
Government should have made some move. 
They are directly interested. They have four 
mills, and they should have indicated that 
they favoured the equalisation of the bounty 
and excise. I do not think they can ad
vance any argument against such a proposal. 
The Hon. Angus Gibson, who apparentlv re
presented the millers at the deputation which 
met Mr. Tudor, said-

" He had entered into an agreement with his 
growers that if £1 was returned it would go to 
the growers exclusively." 

That is fair enough. So it should go to 
the growers. If the people of Austral'a are 
prepared to assist the industry to the extent 
of another £1 per ton of sugar produc0d, I 
think tha,t •any such ·b€nefit should go to the 
growers, bec"use they, no doubt, are having a 
harder battle than the mi.lJers and re.\iners. 
and more s·everely feel th·e claims for hi"'hor 
\vages and more restrictions on employm~nt; 
and, if they cannot at present make a success 
of the business, any further assistance which 
may he contemplate·d should go to them. 
An offer has been .made, and they ·have 
turned it -down, and I cannot see anv reason 
why they should take up that attitude. 

Hon. R. PHILP: One meeting in Bunda berg 
does not represent all the growers of Queens
land. 

Mr. THEODORE: No; but the offer was 
published in all the pi>pers, and if the 
growers m other parts of the State were dis
posed to >accept ·it, it is very str.ang·e they 
have pot done so, because, if they realise 
what It actually means-that it means 2s. 3d. 
per ton on all cane grown-and the men'; 
demands probably do not represent more than 
1s. per ton-they should be very pleased at 
the o.ffer. If they are s:mply refusing to 
accept It on th<> understanding that they will 
get the eq:>ahsatwn of the bounty and excise 
later on w1thout any conditions at all that is 
only a manifestation of greed on th~ir part. 
I do not know whether that is the move, but, 
whether or not, I think the Government 
should have dono something. They should 
have indicated their willingness to accept the 
offer, so that they would be able to give the 
farmers who grow cane for their mills some 
further consideration. The farmers growing 
cane for the four Gov·ernment mills have been 
clamouring continuously for an increase in 
the price of cane, and this would have been a 
way in which they could have got that in
crease. The _farmers in the Proserpine dis-

triCt-! do not know whether it 
[8.30 p.m.] is so in the other d:stricts served 

. by Government mills, but the 
farmers .I~ ·the Proserpine district were per
fectly wi!lmg to meet the men's demands in 
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·the matter of increased rates, and they asked 
the Government to pay them an increased 
price for their cane. All that could have been 
don<:> if Mr. Tudor's offQr had been ac
cepted--

Hon. R. PHILP: Mr. Tudor d:d not make 
his offer to the Government. 

Mr. THEODORE: The Queensland Govern
ment were not, I a.clmit, primarily concerned 
in the matter, hut they were indirectly con
cerned, and as far a,s I can gather the offer 
was a general one made to the canegrowers 
·of Queensland. The Government should, in 
my opinion, have used their influence with the 
-growers to induce them to acc.ept the offer. 
Had they done so., it is probable that they 
would have ended the dispute, which has now 
assumed such serious dimensions. As a matter 
of fact the Government have not gone as 
far as they might in the direction of termin
ating tlie trouble or prev-enting it spreading. 
Personally, I am of opinio.n that they have 
done the very 9pposite. I canno.t understand 
their action in sending increapeed numbers of 
police to the strike districts, and in assisting 
the large sugar proprietors and the Colonial 
Sugar Refining Company to, get men to take 
the places of those on strike. unless they had 
some understanding with the employers to 
defeat the objects of the strikers. It may not 
be so, but it seems ver:v much like it, be
cause I do not think the Commissioner of 
Police would have taken it nnon himself to 
send lanre- bodies of police to- the sugar dis
tricts before any disturbance had arisen and 
before any brea.ch of the pea.ee had been com. 
mitted. The Commissioner would not have 
done that. exoept with the sanction of the 
Government. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 

Mr. THEODORE: I do. not know that I 
·am transgressing any Standing Order. 

The SPEAKER: If the hon. member wishes 
to know in what way he is transgr-essing the 
Stancline Orders, I would remind him that he 
is referring to a subject that has already been 
discussed this session under the heading of 
"A definite matter of uTgent public import
a.nce." As the hon. member is a young 
'nember I give him that information. 

Mr. THEODORE·: I desire to discuss a 
ma.tter which has developed since we had that 
debate, that is the sending of additional 
police to the sugar districts. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. member 
cannot discuss any phase of a question whic<.1 
has already been debated this session under 
the heading of "A definite matter of urgent 
;public importance." 

Mr. THEODORE: Then I merely wish 
to suggest to the Government that 1)Jey 
should alter their policy in this connection, 
leca,use it seems that the trouble, accorcl
in'g to reports which are appearing in the 
papers, is likely to become very much more 
serious. I think the Government should 
realise the possibilities of the position, and 
adopt all possible conciliatory means to 
bring the dispute to a termination in e. we,7 

whi.ch will satisfy b<;Jth parties. Last night the 
semor member for Townsville made some 
reference to the mining industry. That is a 
subject which has not been very much touched 
Uj){>n in the course of this debate. I agree with 
the hon. member that something more should 

bo clone than has been done to relieve the 
depression, and to encourage the further 
development of the mining industry." The 
problem is not one which it is very easy 
to solve, but I think that the invitation to 
give suggestions which will tend to relieve 
the depression in the industry can be easily 
complied with. I believe that the building 
of railways to mining fields and mineral 
areas is one method by which the industry 
can be assisted. The Government should 
take every possible opportunity to build 
railways to mining centres. They might do 
something by building a line to the Mount 
Mulligan coal area. That would be only 
a short length of line, about 33 miles, 
and it would open up a coal area which 
would serve a large mining district, and 
would tap a coal deposit in which the coal 
has been proved by tests to be of very good 
quality. I understand that the Chillagoe 
Company are interested in this matter, and 
that they will probably ask permission to 
construct the railway. I do not think the 
Government should give them that permis
sion. I think the Government should build 
the line, and if necessary take over , 
portion, or the whole, of the Chillagoe 
Railway. By doing· that they will assist 
\:he mining industry in that district; the 
company have imposed freights and fares 
which are 50 per cent. above the rat·"· 
charged on Government railways, and which 

a burden to the industry in that par' 
the State. The Government might also 

assist the mining industry by erecting bat
teries, smelting plants, and treatment plants. 
This has been suggested I do not know 
how many times by members on this side 
of the House, but so far the Government 
have clone nothing. I could mention several 
places in my own district where the Govern
ment might erect or purchase batteries, and 
run them without suffering any loss. For 
instance, they might erect a battery at Herber
ton, Dry River, Stannary Hills, and at Wol
fram. They might also establish assaying 
offices where miners could get their ores 
tested. They could further help the develop
ment by assisting miners to secure markets 
for their ores and minerals. At present they 
are restricted to local buyers, and in many 
places one buyer has a monopoly in the 
district, with the result that miners suffe-r. 
Again. the Government could assist the min
ing industry by placing a larger amount on 
the Estimates for prospecting and deep sink~ 
mg. Last year the wretched sum of £2.000 
was put down on the Estimates for prospect
ing, and £8,000 for deep sinking. I have 
forwarded a number of applications from 
miners for assistance from the prospectinp
vote, and in every instance they have 
not received the assistance they asked for. 
I contend that the Government should assist 
men to prospect, not only in new mineral 
country, but on old fields. But the whole 
policy of the Governmcmt in connection with 
this matter seems to demonstrate that the:v 
have no sympathy with this industry. A 
certain amount of depression was caused in 
the mining industry in the North bv the 
recent block on the Cairns Railway. f hope 
the Government will seriously consider the 
auestion of introducing during the course 
of this session the plans and section of a 
railway which will prevent the possibility 
of the recurrence of such a state of things. 
There have been several routes proposed 

Mr. Theodore.] 
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for a railway to tap the hinterland in that 
part of the State. One is from Port Douglas 
to Mount Molloy, another from Cooktown 
to Mungana, and another an extension of 
the Tolga-Johnstone Railway to tap the coast 
somewhere near Cardwell or Mourilyan. 
Personally I favour the Port Douglas to 
Mount Molloy route, as I think a railway 
by that route can be constructed more 
cheaply than a line by any o£ the other 
routes, and that it would be much more 
satisfactory, as it would go more direct to 
the coast and would have a reasonably good 
port at the terminus. I hope that the Go
vernment will have a thorough investigation 
made of the different routes and decide in 
favour of one, and as soon as possible start 
on the construction of such a railway. There 
is a population of 15,000 people engaged in 
all industries in the hinterland of Cairns 
aepending in a most precarious manner 
upon a railway in which the confidence of 
the people is entirely shaken-that is the 
Cairns Railway. I might mention while on 
this subject that during the period when 
the Cairns line was blocked there was a 
good deal of hardship experienced. Mr. 
Pagan, the present Deputy Commissioner 
for Railways, but at the time Chief 
Engineer, visited the district. On his 
return to Brisbane Joe gave an interview 
to one of the newspaper reporters, and in 
the course. of that interview he is reported 
to have said that the only cause for hard
ship that he could find in the back country 
·was occasioned by the stoppage of the beer 
supplies. I think that those remarks on 
the part of Mr. Pagan were wholly uncalled 
for and undeserved. The people residing in 
that back country are just as industrious, 
hardworking, and temperate as people 
residing in any other part of Queensland, and 
aspersions should not have been cast upon 
them by a public officer. I have not seen a 
repudiation of the statements mentioned, 
although there was a good deal of adverse 
comment in the Northern papers and 
a,mongst the Northern people. I do not 
know if anything can be done now, but I 
nope that no public senant will be allowed 
to cast undeserved refl('lctions on any com
munity which is suffering from hardships 
such as the people in the hinterland of 
Cairns were suffering from during the block 
on the Cairns line. Another matter that l 
wish to touch upon is the extension of th'l 
Atherton to Evelyn Railway to Cedar Creek. 
:(~ is only a small extension of something 
lil_<e 5 miles, and it will serve a large number 
of people. It is a railway that should 
have been built long ago, as it is quite two 
or three years since the settlers asked for the 
extension to be carried through to Cedar 
Creek. The 5 miles of road from the 
present terminus is a very rough one, and 
it makes it impossible to haul timber to 
a market. The settlers are hanging on to 
their land waiting for the railway, and 
putting up with a good deal of inconvenience 
in consequence. They are paying a price for 
their land which is high in accordance with 
t.he value of the timber upon it, and yet it 
is impossible for them to realise a value 
for the timber. If they clear their land 
they will have to burn the timber, becautJe 
it is not profitable to cart it to the railway. 
There are over 100 settlers in that localitv 
and I hope that a Bill authorising the col',: 
struction of that railway extension will be 
amongst the first Bills presented to us this 
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session. I have another matter to refer 
to in connection with railways and railway 
administration, and I am glad to see the, 
Secretary for Railways coming into the 
Chamber. It is in connection with the 
wages paid to the men on construction 
works. The men engaged in the mainten
ance and repairs of the Cairns line were 
getting 9s. per day, which was an advance, 
of 6d. per day above the ordinary rate paid 
on that line. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That is the· 
classification rate. 

Mr. THEODORE: Although the men got 
6d. per day above the classification rate 
they considered that it was not sufficient, 
because they had bad conditions to contend 
with, great inconvenience, and long distances 
to travel to work. They had to work 
through an abnormally wet season, and the 
conditions were far from pleasant. Ther0 
was also considerably more danger than on 
the ordinary construction works. I admit 
fuat eventually special consideratior: was 
shown to the men, in that they were paid lOs. 
a day for one month ; but as they were 
engaged on the work for four months they 
should have received lOs. a day for the 
whole period. Apart from that, there is 
also the trouble that took place in connec
tion with the building of the Great Western 
Railway. During the by-elections for the 
Enoggera and Rockhampton electorates th0 
Secretary for Public Instruction, Mr. Grant, 
made the statement that a certain schedule 
of rates was to apply to railway construction 
works. He said that on the Great Western 
Railway north of Windorah the rate 
was to be lOs. a day, and south of Windorah 
9s. 6d. per day, for pick and shovel men. 
It was owing to an objection to accept the 
rate offered that the men went on strike at 
vVallal. They were recently arrived immi
grants, and instead of getting 9s. 6d., as 
st.ated by Mr. Grant, they were offered 9s. 
a day. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: They were 
offered the wages they knew they were to· 
get in that district. They knew the rate of 
wages before they left the old country. 

Mr. THEODORE: It is very strange that 
they should disagree with the rate of wages 
offering as soon as they arrive here. They 
came out here on a misunderstanding; bue 
whether it was a deliberate attempt on the 
part of the Government to deceive or not I 
cannot say. The statement was made, and 
apparently officially, by the Secretary for· 
Public Instruction that the rates were to be 
9s. 6d. per day south of Windorah and lOs. 
per day north of that town. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Eight shil
lings, 9s., and lOs. per day were the rates 
of pay quoted to these men. 

Mr. THEODORE: That does not agree 
with the statement of the hon. member for 
Rockhampton. I hope that the Minister 
V<>ill make another declaration to the Press· 
it the other statement was misleading, as 
the men went to vV allal expecting to 
get 9s. 6d., and I know that the others 
seeking employment north of Windorah 
will expect to get lOs. a day. And I think 
it is only right that they should get it for 
w·orking in the Western country. Surely 
lOs. a day is a small enough minimum wage 
for working in the West! 
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The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: We are 
absolutely paying the rates agreed upon. 

Mr. ALLEN: Didn't you agree to tucker 
them for 14s. a week? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: No. 

Mr. THEODORE: I hope the Minister 
will send someone out in connection with 
these railway works who can improve the 
conditions and provide some entertainment 
for the men. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I sent out 
Mr. Stokes, who is one of the finest men 
in the department for that particular work. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: A very good appoint
ment. 

Mr. THEODORE: I am very pleased to 
hear of the appointment of that gentleman, 
as he is sympathetic to the interests of 
workers generally, particularly those on con
struction works, and I think he will be a 
good officer in that capacity. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I have 
taken a special interest. in that phase of 
the question. 

Mr. THEODORE : I might suggest to the 
Minister that another way in which he could 
benefit the n1on engaged on construction 
works is to help them to establish co-opera
tive boarding-houses. There is no doubt that 
the highest are charged by the store-
keepers, and penalise the honest men on 
the construction tvorks for the risks they run 
with the dishonest men. That element would 
be wholly eliminated with boarding-houses, 
and I hope the men will be assisted to estab
lish co-operative boarding-houses. Let <J, 

number of men in each camp, to the extent 
of fifty or sGvent:v, or whatever number may 
be most convenient, g-roup themselves to
gether and engage cooks, and let the depart
ment assist them by giving them tarpaulins 
and also by shifting their utensils when the 
camps are being shifted. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I offered to 
assist them with a co-operative store on the 
Clermont-Mount Elliott Railway and they 
declined. 

Mr. THEODORE: I think it would be a 
very good thing i·f the system were en
couraged, as it would give them an oppo.r
tunity of getting the full benefit of the wages 
paid for that class of work. At present the 
storekeepers charge a higher amount than 
the ordinary rate for their goods, becan~w 
they run a certain risk with slope~s. No 
doubt tbey are running a certa.in risk on 
account of slo.pers. 

The SECRETARY FOR R.AILWAYS: Not "Alley 
Slopers " but navvy slopers. 

Mr. THEODORE : The department also 
levy a tax on the collection of accounts 
which I think is too high. Five per cent. is 
too high, and if it was reduced to 2! per 
cent. it would be better, and n.p doubt the 
storekeeper would pass the benefit of that 
reduction on, because the worker is entitled 
to get that benefit. I hope the Minister will 
consider the matter and carry out that sugges
tion. In conclusion, I have to express satis
faction at the decision of the department to 
establish a hospital for insane at Herberton. 
Not that I think we want a hospital for insane 
up there moH> than in any other part of 
Queensland, but I think in any extension in 
the accommodation for the insa.ne the. North 
should be considered. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It is because 
of the climate. 

Mr. THEODORE: I think it should be 
located at Harborton because of the climate, 
but I think it should be located in the North 
not only because of the climate but because 
there are a number of patients from the 
North who at present have to be sent to 
Goodna or Toowoomba, and consequently they 
cannot be visited very regularly, and some not 
at all, by relatives or friends, and it would be 
very much better for the relatives and 
friends of those so affiicted if an asylum 
were located in North Queensland. I think 
the location for such a place should be at 
Herberton. The climate is all that could be 
desired, and it is within easy access by 
means of railway, and so on, from all the 
principal centres of the North. Therefore, I 
think it is a, verv good selection. I think 
the department ,;rhich controls the matter 
.should also consider the advisableness of 
establishing a sanatorium at Herberton. I 
think there is no better climate in Queens
land than the Herberton climate for such an 
institution, and I think the Secretary for 
Public Instruction should consider the 
wisdcm of establishing a technical high 
school at Herbcrton somewhat similar to 
that which, I understand, they have at War
-wick. There is r;,n agitation in l'Jorth Queens-
land for the establishment of secondary 

given 

and I think one should be estab
Herberton, which place can easily 

from Marceba, Chillagoe, and 
and the climate is 

a suitable place for such 
consideration will be 

?vir. ALLEN (Bulloo): Before this Address 
m Reply goes to the vote I desire to pass a 

observations on the questions referred to. 
of all, I must express my disappointment 

at very poor programme that has been put 
before us. I think it would· be very hard · 
indeed to get together such a weak collection 
of Bills, and one has only to look up former 
programmes to see quite a number of old 
friends, and that shows there is not a great 
deal of business in them. During the recess 
we have had some changes in the personnel of 
the Government, and apparently some very 
great change in the policy, or alleged policy. 
The first thing that strikes one is that the 
only two remaining measures that were con
tained in the Rockhampton programme which 
are not yet on the statute-book. have_ been 
cast aside by the p<resent party. I refer to the 
Trade Disputes Bill and to State Insurance, 
and I would like to ask the question, Why? 
If that is the same homogeneous democratic 
party that swept the polls on the !kxlkhampton 
programme nearly two years ago, why is not 
the remaining part of the programme carried 
into effect this year? It seems to me that the 
chief object of the present party is to keep in 
power, and in order to keep in power they 
propose to do very little, so as to offend 
nobody, and at the same time promise every
thing. Everything that is asked for, the pre
sent Ministry will promise. It does not matter 
what it is or how impossible it is to carry it 
out. 

At four minutes to 9 o'clock p.m., 
Mr. MULLAN called attention to the state of 

the· House. 
Quorum formed. 
Mr. ALLEN: Another thing that struck me 

since the opening of the present session is 
that a number of members sitting behind the 
Government have got up and congratulated 

Jfr. B. F. S. Allen.] 
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the Government on their splendid programme 
and twitted the Opposition with being very 
we.ak critics, and then they start to " bog in." 
One wonders what their object is. They may 
have two objects. They may see the writing 
on the wall and think the sooner they make 
preparation to get in out of the cold the 
better. Or, on the other hand, some of them 
may be learning, by past experience, that 
loyalty does not pay-that if they want a 
portfolio, or if they want to get on in the 
party, they have to act the role of candid 
friend. All the chief candid friends of last 
se.ssion are to-day on the Treasury bench, and 
thP hon. members who were most active in 
their loyalty, who were continually lauding 
the Government for their good actions, and 
who maintained the Government could not do 
anything wrong, have been ldt out in the cold, 
and now we see some of them are befinning to 
play the part of candid friends. As I said 
before, it appears to be the main policy of the 
Government to promise anything to keep 
offioo. Any member sitting behind the Go
vernment, or any critic in their front, has 
simply to mention something that ought to be 
done, and they promise to do it. 

Mr. BooKER: You don't believe that, do 
you? 

Ivir. ALLEN : I am going to make my 
point directly. The trouble is they make a 
promise and have no intention of carrying it 
out. 

Mr. BOOKER: We never break a promise on 
this side. 

Mr. ALLEN: During the by-elections we 
had a scale o.f wages for workmen on the 
railways promulgwted by the Gove<r1nment 
in order to get vot·es. I contend that the 
Government arc not paying that scale o.f 
wages. Why? Then again, at the Dalby 

. by-election that electorate was invaded by a 
whole host of !abourites and Government sup
porters, and the pace was made that warm 
that the Premier promised railways and canals 
-(laughter)-and remission of taxation too. 
He may no.t himself have promised to remit 
taxation, but one of his supporters in this 
House stated, at a public meeting in Dalby, 
in answer to a certain pamphlet that was being 
distributed by Mr. McNeil's committ.ee, 
which pointed out certain pettifogging .taxes 
that the Labour party intended to remit, 
that the Government were going to take 
those taxes off this session. I want to know 
why we have -not been informed of the 
intention of the Government to repeal th "\Se 
taxes. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: It is a farmers' party. 

Mr. ALLEN: It is up to the farmers' party 
to do something, or their supporters will be 
disappointed with them. 

The TREASURER: They were a ke·en dis
a,ppointment to you. 

Mr. ALLEN: Of course the Treasurer is 
right, they have been a keen dise.ppointment 
to me. 'l'wo years ago at the la.st general 
election, the par·er in my electorate came out 
with scare headings--" A new departure in 
land settlement-what the Minist·er for Lands 
is going to do." The Minister for band~ 
of that date is the present Premier. They 
were going to put down bores on dry 
country and then open same for selection. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: l wish they 
could. (Laughter.) 

Mr. ALLEN : I would like to point the 
manner in which these alleged friends the 

!Mr. B. F. S. Allen. 

settlers treated this, matter. Nothing at all 
has been do.ne in rBgard to that proposal. 
Of course, the Premier was desirous to secure 
the Western s-eats, and this was the bait. In 
connection with land settlement, I am greatly 
disappointed with the administration of the 
Lands Department, so far as the Western 
lands are concerned. There is no doubt that 
the most attractive form o.f sett!Bment in 
Queensland is grazing farms. It is the most 
lucrative and there is a keen demand all 
over the' State, but the trouble is that the 
Government are not resuming all the land 
that they could. Another very objeetiona.ble 
thing is that they are not properly mannmg 
the country o.ffices. In some of t.he country 
districts the offioers of the Lands Department 
are working night and day to keep up with 
their work, while they are tumbling ov.er OI,le 
another down in George street puttmg m 
time. 

Mr. WALKER: They a.re working ha.rd. 
Mr. ALLEN: They are no.t doing one

fourth of the work which the men have to 
do in the country districts. Then if you go 
into electorates like mine you will find they 
have no officers at all. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Your elec
torate has disappeared. 

Mr. ALLEN: Not at alL It will disappear 
at the expiration of this Parliament, but 
I will not disappear. (Laughter.) They 
simply depend on the police to do 
their work, but the police cannot do 
everything, and the result is that the 
work of the· Lands Department is no.t carried 
out properly. When I first came- into the 
House the then Minister for Lands, the pre
sent Premier, accepted my representations 
with regard to certain lands in my electorate, 
and det.ermined to try and see how grazing 
selection would get along, although -it was 
in dir·ect o.pposition to the advice tendered by 
the Crown land officia.!s. 'l'he departure was 
a. ~uccess-a limited success, certainly-but 
that was throu"-h no fault of the tnal. 
Dummyin~, of course, has spoilt it. It was 
proved that there were local peopJ.e. and 
people from outside who were pr·epared to 
take up land under grazing farm tenure, and 
yet the Minister. through his officials, was 
advised not to make the attempt. 'l'he reason 
for that that there were not. enough 
officials in district to do the work. There 
should be a uermanent lanrl official stationed 
in Thar!?·omi,;dah, who would be in a position 
to know what the demand for land was; he 
would also know who were genuine settlers 
and who w·ere not, and would give the depart
ment advice at first hand. But we have not 
got it; ·the money is swamped in Brisbane. 
Clerks are tumbling one another down 
in Georg·e street in t'me. and the 
department is outside officers, 
and will not put anyone at all in Thar
gomindah. 

Mr. vVALKFR: Have they not got rangers 
in those districts? 

1\lr. ALLEN: Nq; I thank the hon. mem
ber for the interjection. In one case when 
a block was selected the selector had to 
wait nine months before getting possession. 
There was no rano:er nearer than Charleville, 
and he had got hisc hands full and was not able 
to come till about eight months after selection. 
At first there were twelve selections opened on 
the Bu!loo River, and on the opening day, 
although there was competition for· one 
block, in all there were only two taken up. 
The same thing applies to lands in other 



Address in Hepl,y. [27 JULY.] Address in Reply. 313 

.districts. It has been found that on the 
opening day a small percentage has been 
caelected, yet within twelve months the whole 
lot has gone. These lands were about 140 
miles from the railway, and there was a 
limited local demand, but in course of time 
people from outside began to inquire about the 
land, and three or four of them went to 
great trouble and expense to inspect the 
blocks; but they found that perhaps an hour 
before, or a day before, Mr. Sydney Kid
man, the cattle king, had put his dummies 
in, and they had their trouble and expense 
for nothing. You can imagine their feel
ings, after going out 140 miles by road, 
when they found that Mr. Kidman, with the 
assistance of dummies, had euchred them. 

Mr. MoRGAN: He must be a bad lot. 
Mr. ALLEN: He is a bad lot for Queens

'land. You hear people complaining about 
·the rabbits, but I say that Mr. Kidman is a 
•greater pest to Queensland than the rabbits. 

Mr. MoRGAN: How does he compare with 
the pear'? 

Mr. ALLEN: He is worse than the pear, 
so you can guess how bad he is. My con
-tention is that if the Lands Department 
had an offioer at Thargomindah, he could 
:have informed the department the minute 
this dummying started, and it would have been 
·nipped in the bud. Two of the alleged selectors 
had their selections confirmed before the 
facts came to the ears of the department, 
'but inquiry is being mad<l in regard to the 
other two. I have no hesitation in saying 
that these four persons are not genuine 
selectors, but purely dummies acting on 
'behalf of Mr. Sydney Kidman; and it is a 
sh£~me to think that comparatively poor 
men have been ban1boozled. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: Do you mean to say that 
:there is such a thing· as dummying now'? 

Mr. ALLEN: Dummying is rampant. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Only in 

the Bulloo. 
Mr. ALLEN: In the Bulloo and in other 

.distribts. In connection with bnd settle
mont in the far west, I think much more 
encouragement should be given to the com
paratively small man. It. would be of great 
advantage to people in grazing areas if 
they could be free from paying rent for 
'the first four years on condition that they 
put certain improvements on the land. It 
would tend to increase the number of com
paratively small holdings in the West; 
people would be on the land ; they would 
roar families; we would not hear so 1nuch 
about absentees or see so many advertise
ments in the papers for married couples 
without encumbrance. I also hope, in con· 
nection with the amendment of the Agri
cultural Bank Act, that very liberal pro
visions vlill be rnadc for granting assistance 
to grazing farmers, who are out in the 
{'old as far as the administration of that 
Act is concerned. With respect to water 
conservation, I have a great grievance 
against the Government. We have a lot of 
hanky-panky irritating regulations. 

The TREASURER: The statement was made 
last night that the regulations are being 
amended. 

Mr. ALLEN: That is very satisfactory. 
At the present time we are proposing to 
,gpend a lot of money on railways into the 
far \Vest, and my contention when the Bill 
was before the House was, and still is, that 
water is of more importance to people out 

there than railways are; but I contend that 
the department are not as serious with this 
question as they ought to be. When they do 
grant assistance in putting down bores it is 
their duty to see that tho money is expended 
to the best advantage, and not left wholly to 
the shire council. I can show some scandal
ous maladministrat.ion on the part of shire 
councils, and I hold that the Treasury De
partment is also in part to blame. They are 
entrnstcd with the spending of public money, 
and it is their duty not to shirk their re
sponsibility, but to see that the money !s 
spent to the best advantage. When pubhc 
money is put into a bore, that bore should be 
put down for public purposes, and not for 
the advantage of one particular individual. 
In some parts of the country it appears to 
be a case of one shire councillor one bore, 
and hang the public. I wish to lay special 
emphasis on the great need there is for a 
bore or for sorne provision for •;">rater at 
Canterbury. That place is some 60 miles 
west of \Vindorah, which is the objective of 
one of our spur railways. It is also the 
centre of a 60-miles dry stretch on a very 
important cattle rente, and in any ordinary 
drv time it is absolutely impossible to get 
stOck through, and the department is doing 
nothing to help. We are going to build a 
railway to \Vindorah, and yet the back door 
of \Yindorah is shut to us. Now, where is 
the business in such a proposal? This place 
is rig·ht on the farther border of the Bulloo 
Shire Council, and of there is no 
councillor living there, consequently 
their chances of getting any consideration 
from the shire council are practically nil, 
more especially as the shire council, I be
lieve, has already a great load to bear in its 
policy of one councillor one bore and hang 
the public. I sincerely trust that the Govern
ment will see some way out of "tho present 
difficulty, and will render some assistance to 
the people of Canterbury. They have been 
agitating for a permanent water supply for 
ten years to my knowledge, and they have 
always been put off with some pettifogging 
excuse, and all the tirne vvf: are losing trade. 
'This Government pretends to be a great 
Government for State rights and for Queens
land rights, and yet they arc allowing this 
stock to be closed and nearly all the 
cattle on Diamantina and the Georgina 
are going to South Australia. Now, is t4at 
any good for Queensland, and will that be 
any advantage to the ra.ilway when we get 
it built to Windorah" Another place in the 
Bulloo that is very badly off for water is 
Pinendery, some distance west of Thargo
mindah. There is lovely sheep country 
there--lovely Mitchell grass rolling downs 
country-some of tho finest land you will see 
in the back country, but it is very dry. 
There is an agitation for something to be 
done. The people cannot get the shire 
council to take action, though I do not 
think the shire council are altogether to 
blame, seeing that the hnd is all the pro
perty of the Crown. If the Government put 
down a bore, it would place an increased 
rental valuB on those lands and at the same 
time it would open up the roads. 

Mr. WIENHOLT: They are doing that in 
places. 

Mr. ALLEN; My trouble is that they are 
not doing it in these places. I should like 
now to refer to the itinerant teacher·s. Those 
officers are doing splendid work, and the 
Education Department is to be congratulated 

Mr. B. F. S. Allen.] 
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on the success of tho system. But I think 
that these teachers are spending too much 
time in travelling. Means ought to be pro
vided for them to get over the ground 
quick&r, and I would suggest that motor-cars 
should be placed at their disposal. The 
country in the portion of the State that I 
have the honour to represent is country 
which motor-cars can travel with a fair 
gree of safety. There is only the ordinary 
risk of breakdown, and the country is fairly 
level and the roads are fairly good. As it is 
now, a teacher may be two or thr·ee days 
on the road before he comes to a family. He 
may put in a of days there, and then 
perhaps be a a fortnight before he 
reaches another In wet weather it is 
not possible to at all, thoug·h, of 
course, it is not wet out there. In dry 
weather they have take their horses very 
carefully. I think would be 
well advised to If it 
proved a success, great deal 
to the children portion of the State, 
because the would be able to give 
at least twice as much time to the work of 
teaching as they can do now. A few months 
ago we had a visit irom a Royal Commission 
from South Australia inquiring into our 
educational system, and one member of that 
commission was greatly astonished at the 
poor salaries that we pay to our teachers. 

The TREASURER : They were increased last 
year. 

Mr. ALLEN: The increases to head 
teachers were very much a myth. They 
looked well enough on paper, but, when they 
came to be critically examined, it was found 
that the department was making a saving 
by the innovation. In connection with the 
assistant teachers and classified teachers 
generally, there has really been no rise 
given. The older officers have got no in
increases by the change that was made last 
year. All the department did was to shorten 
the time in the grades in Class III., and 
consequently the Class III. teacher will now 
get a rise of £40 in the same time that it 
took before to get a rise of £20. That is 
all the difference; it only affects the younger 
teachers. I hold that it would have been 
much better if, instead of shortening the time 
in the grades, the amount of the grade in
creases had been increased from £20 to £30. 
Th:>t W<:mld have given a great deal more 
sabisfact10n all round, and at the same time 
it would relieve Queensland from the stigma 
of paying its teachers miserable salaries. I 
notice that we are to have another amend
ment of the Education Act this session. It 
is too much to hope that the sectarian clauses 
that were inserted last year will be repealed; 
but in the new Bill some provision should be 
made for raising the standard of education 
in the primary schools, and also that the 
number of days upon which it is compulsory 
for a child to attend school should be in
creased. I also hope that the school age 
will be raised from twelve to fourteen years. 

I . notice that among the list of 
[9.30 p.m.] Bills .that we a_re to expect this 

year JS a Rabbit Boards Bill. I 
hope that under that Bill we shall have more 
efficient management of the rabbit question 
than we have at the present time-that we 
s~all have fewer inspectors, that the inspectors 
will be more competent, and that the condition 
of boundary riders will be verv much im
proved. At the present time the condition 
of boundary riders is far from what we might 

f1l!r. B. F. S. Allen. 

call satisfactory. Another Bill mentioned is' 
a Bill to amend the Agricultural Bank Act. 
That measure has provoked a good deal of 
discussion during this debate. I do not alto
gether agree with some of the criticism that 
has been levelled against the trustees of the· 
Agricultural Bank. The old Act is a bad 
Act. The defects of that Act have been 
pointed out session after session, the Govern-· 
ments of the day have practically admitted 
that it is a bad Act, and yet every t.ime a. 
complaint has been made a.bout the adminis
tration of the bank the Government and 
their supporters have blamed the trustees. 
Although I am of opinion that the trustees 
may have been rather conservative in some 
of their interpretations of the Act with re
gard to their powers, still I hold that1 the Act 
itself is not a good Act. The provisions of 
the Act are far behind the provisions of 
similar Acts in other Australian States as 
far as liberality is concerned, and I sincerely 
trust that the new Bill-it ought to be a 
new Bill and not simply an amending Bill
wili comprise all the good points of the Acts 
in force in other State,s. If we follow the South· 
Australian Act, the Government will be able 
to reduce the rate of interes!J to borrowers. 
In Queensland if a borrower is behind with 
the payment of his interest, we fine him. 
In South Australia if a borrower is up to· 
date with the payment of his interest, he 
gets a reduction of 1 per cent.-that is, he 
pays 4 instead of 5 per cent. I do no·t think 
Queensland should allow South Australia to 
beau her in that respect, and I think we· 
might at least rival Western Australia in re· 
gard to the liberality in advances made. The 
inspect'on fees at present charged in Queens
land should be wiped out altogether. No 
other bank charges fees for inspection, and· 
these fees are a hardship in some cases. If 
a man in a small way asks for an advance 
of only £100, he has to pay a: fee of £3 for 
inspection, which makes his interest for the 
first year 8 per cent., instead of 5 per cent. 
Another reason why these fees should be· 
wined out, or at any rate reduced very con· 
sid<Jrably, is that the Government are makinp,
money out of the customers of the bank. But· 
while the Government are making money out 
of the bank, applicants for advances have to· 
wait three or fonr mo!1ths before inspection 
is made. I think the Government might to 
appoint a larger number of inspectors. 

Jlilr. '!\1oRGAN: Don't vou know that if a 
man receives an advance the £3 is refunded· 
to him? 

Mr. ALLEN: No. it is not refunded. The· 
hon. member does not know what he is talking 
about. I have gone verv deePlv into this 
question; I have filled up application forms 
for quite a number of selectors, and I can say 
that the monev is not refunded if the advance· 
is QTanted. I ca.n say that without the 
slig-hteRt fear of contradiction. If a grant is 
refused, the aPplicant gets £1 lOs. of his 
deposit back, but if he !l'ets a grant the 
whole £3 is kept by the bs.nk. I contenrl that 
the inspection fee should be wiped out
altogether. Our object, I take it, is to en
courage small settlers, and to assist them over 
the'r difficulties in the opening days of their 
work. Even if the department loses a pound 
or two in making advances to settlers. they 
e:et it back in a score of ways. 

Mr. iVIuRPHY: It costs a certain amount of 
money to make inspections. 
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Mr. ALLEN: Yes, but from the time the 
Government begin advancing money to selec
tors they. are getting a revenue from them, 
not only m the form of interest, but in railway 
freights and other forms of taxation. If a 
Belector buy,s a few head of cattle, he has to 
pay the cow tax, and there are many other 
taxes whwh he has to pay to the Govern
ment. I should like to see the Department of 
Agnculture make some provision for the 
establishment of State butter factories. Co
operative butter factories are undoubtedly a 
success, and I believe that State factories 
would also be a success. What I suggest is 
that the State should establish butter 
factories in newly settled districts, where the 
farmers have not sufficient cash to spare for 
investment in a co-operative butter factory. 
At the present time such farmers are practi
cally at the mercy of private firms. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Oh, no; 
can get advances under the Dairy Pro
Encouragement Act. 

Mr. ALLEN : Yes ; but they have to raise w 
certain amount of money before they can get 
advances, and many farmers in newly settled 
districts cannot do that. I had experience 
during the recess in connection with tho 
formation of a co-operative butter factory, 
but although the district in which it was pro
posed to form the company was a particularly 
rich district, we found that when we came to 
canvass the farmers that while nearly every
one took up shares we could not get sufficient 
money to form the company. I think the 
department might establish factories in newly 
settled districts, and then in the course of 
time, when the farmers are firmly established 
they might hand over the factory to them: 
At the beginning of his enterprise a farmer 
has to lay out his money in other directions, 
and he has to depend upon the private butter 
manufacturer, and he is no good to the 
farmer-he gets at him right and left. And 
just here, while I am on this point of the 
butter business, I might point out that the 
provisions of the Dairy Produce Encourage
ment Act of 1905 have never been put into 
operation, and I would like to know why? 

Mr. MuRPHY: Because they paid all the 
money back. 

Mr. ALLEN: We have got an Agricultural 
Department, and a Minister and a lot of 
officers in that department, and yet, when 
this Bill was placed on the statute-book they 
do not see that its provisions are carried out. 
Why &re . those provisions nev,er put into 
operation? Was the Bill passed simply for 
fun, or just as padding for the Governor's 
Speech, or is there some sinister influence 
6ehind it all? Does it so happen that if the 
provisions of that Act were put into force it 
would interfere with tho private butter fac
tories? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: That 
must be the sinister influence. 

Mr. ALLEN: The other factories, I know, 
would like to see that Act put into cpera 
tion, and every factory compelled to eend 
in its retur'!s. One co-operative factory I 
know sent 1n Its returns for on<.7·. i_'ll(fnth, 
and then sent in no more because they found 
<Jut that the others were not doing it. 'J'he 
Act was put on the statute-book apparently 
for fun. If it is no good it ought to he 
wiped out. We have a Bill here to amend 
the \Vorkers' Dwellings Act. The Act so 
far has been a success as far as it goes but 
I hope that the amendment will hav~ the 

effect of providing homes for workers and 
not make individuals landlords, as that i& 
the object of some members sitting behind 
the Government. Another inju&tice which 
is being felt by the people of Queensland 
is the accommodation which the Govern
ment provide on the railways. There arn 
few lines in Queensland which are paying 
better than our Western line. 

Mr. FORSYTH: You want an extra train 
there. 

Mr. ALLEN: We want better accommo
dation and an extra train, too. There are 
four passenger trains to Roma from Too
woomba every week and two from Roma 
further west. I think there should be an 
additional train from Roma west and there 
should be a daily passenger train from 
Toowoomba to Roma. The limited service· 
is had, but the accommodation is worse 
still. Some of th0 carriages that you go 
into I do not think have been dusted for a 
week. It is a scandal. The money is being 
lavishly spent in building fine carriages 
for the interstate traffic. I think it would 
be better to build the carriages for our 
own people who mak,e the railways pay. If 
the Minister went out in one of the Western 
trains Jle would come back very much alive 
to the injustices that we are labouring under. 

Mr. MoRGAN: If he went into a sleeper 
he would come back alive. (Laughter). 

Mr. MURPHY: Has not the Minister been 
out West lately ? 

Mr. ALLEN: No, he has been for moon
light rides looking over railway routes. I 
notice that the Government are going to 
introduce a Liquor Bill, but I do not think 
that they are serious over this question. 
I was asked a question about some licenses 
in my district, and I discovered that the 
Home Secretary issued regulations that the 
police were to oppose all new licenses. 

M>r. MURPHY: Did he really do that? 

Mr. ALLEN: No; it was not done in my 
district. And there are other districts where 
the Government seem very anxious to get 
hotels, and places where there are already 
hotels. 

Mr. MoRGAN: Where is that? 
Mr. ALLEN: Warwick, for instance. 
Mr. MuRPHY: They are pretty thirsty up 

there. 
Mr. ALLEN: That is what the Govern

ment did at Warwick. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: If you 

make a charge of that kind, you should 
substantiate it. 

Mr. ALLEN: It is not hard to substan
tiate it. There has been a regulation in 
force for some years now that no new 
licenses are to be granted within a five· 
mile radius of a railway under construction 
and there is a railway under construction 
from Warwick to Maryvale. vVe know that 
there was an application from a rich syndi
cate for a license for a new hotel in the 
central portion of vV arwick. In view of the 
regulation which has heen promulgated by 
the authorities, the Bench did not feei 
justified in granting a license. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The regu
lation did not apply to Warwick at all. 

Mr. ALLEN: In view of the proclama
tion the Bench did not feel justified in 
granting the license, and the Government 
altered the proclamation. 

Mr. B. F. S. Allen.] 
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The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The pro
<Jlamation did not apply to Warwick at 
.all. 

. Mr. ALLEN: If it did not, then I should 
hke to know why the proclamation was 
.altered. There was some doubt about it, 
.and the proclamation was made to suit. 

The Hmm SECRETARY : The hon. gentle
·man knows that it did not apply to War
wick. What is the use of pursuing the 
argument? 

Mr. ALLEN: I am still worried over the 
fact that the proclamation was altered. 

The HOME SECRETARY : The hon. gentle
man knows that it could not apply to a 
municipality. 

Mr. ALLEN: Well, why should it not 
.apply to a municipality? 

The HOME SECRETARY: Because we have 
got no power to make it apply to a muni
·cipality. If the hon. gentleman reads the 
Act he will see that. 

Mr. ALLEN: I do not see why it should 
not be made to apply to municipalities just 
in the same way as it is applied to outside 
.'districts. 

The HOME SECRETARY: vV e hope to have the 
.assistance of the hon. member directly in 
that direction. (Laughter.) 

Mr. ALLEN: I was rather a.mused last 
night to hBar the remarks of the senior mem
ber for Townsville, Jliir. Philp, in connection 
with the Western Railway. That hon. mem
ber has travelled over the most of QueBnsland, 
and I do not think there is any member in 
th's HouSH who knows the conditions bettBr 
than he doos; and, after all the blowing of 
.the present Administration about their great 
and magnificent railway scheme-this magnifi
cent piece of statesmanship-it was rather 
amusing to. hear the senior member for Towns
ville when he cried "Halt." He said the Go
vernment ought to examine the southern 
portion of the rout~ and se-e if it would not 
be wise to make a1 change. I pointed out lasb 
year that so far as the report of Mr. Amo.s 
was concerned, it carried no weight at all 
with me, because in his examination of the 
route from \Valla! to Tobermorey he simply 
went by Walla! in the train, and he flew past 
''l'obermory, at the other ond, in a motor 
car, and he did not see one inch of the country 
bBtwBen those points. Yet he made a report 
in favour of the railway. The general 
opinion of people who, ought to know that por
-tion of the State was that the line should 
have gone from Walia! to Windorah. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: That is 
the position taken up by the hon. mBmber 
for Townsville last year, and he is quite 
consistent. 

Mr. ALLEN: I am not condemning him at 
all. He is quite right. What I am con
demning is the action of the Government in 
rushing on with the proposal without giving 
it further consideration. I sincerely hope the 
venture will be a success, but at the same 
time I hold it is the duty of the GovernmBnt 
to take every possible precaution that they 
are doing the l'ight thing, and I contend 
they are not justified in taking the steps they 
did on the limited information they had at 
their disposal. In building up a reputation 
for statesmanship by diYin!Z into such a 
scheme they are s-imply building on sand, 
and I hope, before it is too late. the present 
Premier, in his wisdom, may see fit to suspBnd 
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operations until he is doubly certain he is 
doing the right thing. The question of route, 
of course, may be looked upon as only a 
detail, but it ;s a very important detail. 

The PREMIER: A very important dBtail. 

Mr, ALLEN: It should not be treated in 
the flippant manner in which the Ministry 
treated it last year. I feel quite sure if hon. 
memters sitting on the front Treasury bench 
put their own money into such a schemB 
they would take care that they had morB 
exact reports than they had last year. Any
how if the Government still persist in going 
on ~ith the present scheme, there is this fact 
to be borne in mind : It is going to cost 
m'oney; we have no exact idea of what it 
will cost and if that line costs more than is 
expected' and if it does not pay, it simply 
means that we will have to stop building 
ra~ilways. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You want 
to give more latitude in respect of deviation? 

Mr. ALLEN: No; I want the whole scheme 
re-examined. We had it from the lips of the 
senior member for Townsville that, so far 
as the southern portion is concerned, he does 
not think the Government is doing a wise 
-thing, and he has been str~ngthened in th~t 
opinion doubly so, one m1ght say, by h1s 
recent visit out there. SeBing that that is 
so, there is a possibility that the same objec
tion applies to the other portions. I know the 
country from Blackall to vVindorah is very 
poor and subject to floods. I have never been 
ov-er that route, but that is the opinio,n I 
have formed from conversations with a num
ber of my acquainta.nces who know the country 
very well indeed. 

Tl1e PREMIER: Do you recommend tha.t the 
line should go dne west from Eromanga? 

Mr. ALLEN: No; I want it to go to Win
dorah. I hold that Tobm·morey is no place 
to take the line to. At the same time, I have 
this to Eear in mind: That a number of people 
have taken up selections on the understand;ng 
that the line is going there and we must be 
very careful. 

The FOR R,AILWAYS: vVindorah 
north of Tobermorey. 

i\!Ir. ALLEN: If the line were built {rom 
W allal to Windorah~-

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It would 
not go from Walla] to Windorah. 

Mr. ALLEN : I say if it were built from 
\Valla! to '.Vindorah the southern. portion of 
the State could he opened up by a line from 
Cunnamulla to Thargomindah. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It is not in 
the same direction. 

Mr. ALLEN: The hon. member for Towns
ville said that later on, if the line were built 
from Walla! to Eromanga, a line should be 
ouilt from Cunnamulla to Thargomindah. 

The tlECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Tha.t is a 
very different thine: to what you are advocat
ing-a line from W allal to Windorah. 

The SECRETARY }'OR AGRICULTURE: Oh, 
Cunnamulla to Bourke. 

Mr. ALLEN: If lines were built from 
Walia! to Eromanga and from Cunnamulla 
to Thargomindah, they would he too close. 
That is the point that I want to make, and, 
if you want to dodge Tohermory, you could 
go further north than Eromanga. I hope 
some connection will he made in the West 
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with the railway system of New South ·wales. 
New South Wales provides a very good 
market for the cattle of 'vV estern Queens
land, and I hold it is the duty of the Govern
ment to provide the quickest and cheapest 
route to markets. If there was a eonnectioC~ 
m the ·west, the people would be able to 
send their stock straight down to the be3t 
markets in Australia without travelling 
them by road. I would just like to refer 

to the Agricultural Department 
(lOp.m.] before I close. We have been 

expecting a lot since the appoint
ment of the new Minister, and there is a 
great deal for him to do in that partiCular 
department. I want to point out the very 
careless way the tick question is being dealt 
with on the Darling Downs. At the presenl·. 
time there is a tick scare in tho vicinity of 

· Dalby. Outside that town there is what i.' 
know as the buffer area. Cattle come ac.-u" 
the range from tick infested country past 
Jondowaie, where there is a dip, withuut 
being dipped, and they go through clea-n 
country, past small selectors, into Daibi 
There they are dipped and kept in the 
Jimbour Lane until the second dipping takes 
place. I would like to know from the Minis
ter why they are allowed to go into that 
clean country, and kept there for two or 
three weeks going up and down this plain 
with ticks practically falling about all mer 
the place? Last summer we had 
outbreak of ticks in that particular 
'rhis miserly Lands Department got a bit 
a scare over the Jimbour lands not going 
as quickly as they should, and in order t.o 
make a few pounds they brought cattle in from 
off tick country on agistment. No precautions 
wore taken, and the result was that ticks were 
left. on the country. One selector came along 
with his da.iry herd, and the result was that 
he lost thirteen or fourteen high-priced cows. 

Mr. VowLES: That was not Jimbour 
country at alL 

Mr. ALLEN: It was Jimbour country. 
and that is why the tick has g·ot there. There 
were some bullocks from a station on the 
Burnett on ag·istment on Jimbour country. 
This selector I am referring to came along 
and selected Jimbour country, and that is 
what he got. The bon. member says it is not 
in Jimbour country, but it is very funny that 
the selector, Mr. Hamilton, thinks it is Jim
hour country, and it is also funny that every
body else in that part of the country calls it 
Jimbour country. 

Mr. VowLES: It is all Jimbour country. 
Mr. ALLEN: This is part of the Jimbou,· 

Repurcha~ed Estate, and at the present time 
tick-infested cattle are often found grazing 
up and down the Jimbour Lane, and !"say 
that if we had an efficient administration the 
department would not allow that risk to be 
taken. I sincerely trust that the Minister 
will look the matter up and see that proper 
precautions are taken. As it is, there is a 
scare in that particular locality as to an out
break of ticks next year. The hour is get
ting late, and I do not desire to detain the 
House much longer. I hope that the Govern
ment will push on with those measures that 
they intend to introduce, and that they will 
see that the man on the land is assisted in 
every possible way, not only the agricultural 
selector, but those people. who are taking up 
land in comparatively small areas in the 
Western districts of Queensland. 

Mr. GUNN (Carnarvon) : I had no inten
tion when the debate first started of saying 

anything, but it has gone eO far, and so many 
have spoken, that I am beginning to think 
that I might as well be in the fashion-in 
fact, if I am not in the fashion I might as 
well be out of the world. (Hear, hear ! and 
laughter.) I remember the time when, if I 
was to meet a young lady going down the 
street in my younger days, it was easier for 
me to jump over her head than to walk 
round her. (Laughter.) At the present time 
if I meet a young lady in the street she has 
to stand twice in the one place before 
she makes a shadow. (Laughter.) Under 
these circumstances, I think the House will 
forgive me for saying a few words on the 
Address in Reply. (Laughter.) There is no 
cioubt that this country at the present time 
is in a very prosperous condition. I think 
we are having one o£ the most prosperous 
decades that we have ever passed through in 
the history of Australia. and it is principally 
brought about by the good seasons and the 
good prices that we are getting for our pro
duce, and also our good Government. 

GovERN~!ENT ~1EiliBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. GUNN: Another sign of the prosper

ous times---I do net think many people will 
agree with rne, but I think it is a true sign 
of a prosperous time-is strikes. Strikes 
are to be deplored. No doubt they are 

great calamity, but at the same time 
are a sign of good times. If you are 

a lot of yollr bush horses into the 
a drought, they have no strength 

or to do anything, but get them into 
the yard after a good season, and get on one 
of those horses, and it will try to throw you 
off at a moment's notice. (Laughter.) So it 
is at the present; strikes are occurring, our 
employees arc well fed, they are healthy and 
in good order, and they are quite prepared 
to throw off the yoke of their servitude. 
(Laughter.) That is one of the reasons we· 
haYe strikes. Another thing is this: The 
unions recognise that when there is plenty 
of laboUr available it is tin1e to strike; 
the time to strike is when are very few 
people who want employment, and many 
people vyanting men. 

Mr. LENNON: The newspapers say that the 
Government can have all the labour 'thev 
want for the mills, although there are 3,00~ 
men on strike. 

Mr. GUNN: I am not talking about tho 
newspapers. I am saying what I think. I 
am not tied up to the newspapers. 

Mr. LENNON: Not like the Government. 

Mr. GUNN: The principal thing is to see 
that our people are properly settled on the 
land. We want to see the people settled all 
over Australia on a fair amount of !and-a 
living area. vV e do not want tn see some 
people holding a lot of land, other people a 
small portion, and some none at alL It should 
be our endeavour to see that people are 
settled on the land on a living area. I think 
the present Government have done all that 
can be expected in that respect. I have no 
doubt the Federal land tax will be credited 
with bursting up a number of big estates. I 
do not know whether it will or not, but my 
opinion is that it savours of repudiation. 
Numbers of people were induced years af'® 
to purchase land under the existing laws; and 
if they are beaten with a land tax until they 
have to relinquish their land I think it 
savours of repudiation. I think it would be 
better to pass a law to limit the quantity 
that can be held in future than to tax people 

Mr.Gunn.T 
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off the land they own now. It would not 
do for me to sit down without saying some
thing about the pear. (Laughter.) In my 
first speech in this House I spoke of pear. 
That was when a lot of people did not think 
so much of the pest ; but to-day they are more 
alive to it, and recognise what a great pest 
it is, and are doing their best to get rid of 
it. And the Government also are doing their 
best to get rid of it. The fact of having our 
eyes open means that very likely we shall 
overtake it in time. With reference to the 
commission that has been appointed in con
nection with this matter, I am not much in 
favour of commissions at any time; but if the 
pear is to be eradicated it will be by some 
scientific method, such as microbe or dise.a;se, 
and I hope the commission will find some 
means of getting rid of the pest. I very 
much doubt, however, if they will be able to 
do so. I am glad to say that land cleared 
of pear is found to be more fertile than if 
it had never been infested; and when the 
State becomes more thickly settled we shall 
be able to fall back on the land in these pear
infested areas for purposes of settlement. I 
do not believe in rabbits or in rabbit boards.· 
I would like to see the boards done away with 
and the lessees supplied with netting by the 
Government to fence their holdings. If we 
had no barrier fence, and the rabbits had been 
allowed to go to the Gulf of Carpentaria, I 
believe we would have had less of the pest. 
Putting up a barrier to keep out rabbits is 
like putting up w dam to keep back the water 
-when they get past the barrier the trouble 
is all the greater. Another thing-which some 
people may consider a small matter, but 
which I think is of some consequence-is the 
question of doing somethinv for the protec· 
iion of the poor opossum. (Hear, hear!) He 
is getting wiped out, and I think something 
·should be done. Opossums might be pro
tected by having a close season for a couple 
of years to allow them to increase. 

Mr. HAMILTON: Have another portfolio
namely, prickly pear, rabbits, and opossums. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. GUNN: There are experimental farms 
for this thing and that; and I think an 
experimental farm for opossums would be a 
good thing. It might be a valuable experi
men~ to brmg opossums here from Tas
mania. 
• Mr. MAY: Hear, hear! 

Mr. GUNN: In reference to immigration, 
I do not intend to "sool'' the Government on to 
unrestricted immigration. I think the more 
who come hero the better, but I would like 
to see nhem come of their own accord. I do 
not believe in enticing them-leading the men 
to believe that the streets are paved with 
gold for them to pick up, and leading the 
girls to believ~ .than the first young squatter 
they meet will ask them to marry him. 
(Laughter.) I would like to see a free bridge 
between here and Great Brit.ain; but we have 
not got that, and I do not believe in enticing 
people out, because the chances are that 
when they get here they are disappointed, 
and the first thing they do is t.o vote against 
the Government. (Laughter.) 
. M~. MURPHY: Let's bring out plenty of 
Immigrants and g·et them out of office. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. GUNN: Reference has been made to 
·past'?ralists h~ving a great objection to em
ploymg marned men with families, but it 

'rs not a fact. 
Mr. MAY: It is w fact. 
fMr. Gunn. 

Mr GUNN: It may possibly be in the hon. 
member's electorate, but it is not a fact in 
mine. I am convinced that we are doing 
wrong if we say we do not want married 
people on our farms or stations. The best 
people we can have are people who are 
married and do not want to walk about. 
I have heard some people say it would be 
a good idea to increase the accommodation 
for shearers so as to provide for married 
people. 'Well, that is not necessary. The 
shearer is only two, three, four, or five 
weeks in a shed, so he does not want his 
wife and family with him. What he wants 
is sufficient wages to enable him to keep 
his wife and family in some town where 
there is a school for the children. .Btit all 
the people in fixed employment, such as 
boundary riders, should be married and 
have their families with them. I will tak<1. 
my own case. The other day I heard that 
a young fellow who was working for me 
wanted to get married, and I asked him 
if it was a fact. He said, "Yes," and then 
I said, "Well, I hope you will give me a 
bit of notice so as to let me build a house 
for you," and he said he would. 

HoNOURABLE 11EMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. FOLEY: That's the idea. 

Mr. GUNN: -That is the way to encour· 
age people. With regard to the advertise
ments that we are told about, " Married 
couple wanted-no encumbrances," it is 
necessary on nearly every station and farm 
to employ a domestic servant, or a cook, 
or somebody to look after the place. You 
cannot get single girls to go out into the 
bush and do all the hard work of cooking 
for the house, and perhaps for the men 
employed about the place, and the next best 
thing is a married couple with no encum
brances. They are a substitute for domestic 
se_rvants. There are always a few couples 
Without encumbrances who are willing to 
go and work on stations, and why shouldn't 
they? 

Mr. ALLEN: The encumbrances may come 
along there. · 

Mr. GUNN: The encumbrances may 
come along in the hon. member's case. 
(Laughter.) It is an undoubted fact that 
there IS a great dearth of domestic servants 
particularly in the bush. You cannot get 
them. to go out there, and you have to get 
n,arned couples, and a married woman with 
a. large family cannot possibly do domestic 
work about the station. The stations and 
farms m my district, h?wever, are very 
ghd to welcome marned people with 
families. Not only that, but many of the 
statiOns have schools where the children 
can be taught. A great deal has been said 
ab;:mt the railways. I supported the great 
railway scheme that was passed last session 
and I am still of the opinion that it is ~ 
very necessary thing to throw railways out 
r!ght through Queens)and and eventually to 
lmk them _up. I thmk they will prove a 
great blessmg to Queensland, and I hope 
they will pay. Wool is one of the products 
that can afford to pay a good tariff and it 
does pay a good tariff, and it m~kes the 
railwa~s pay. The principal product on 
the railway that goes past Goondiwindi is 
wool, and I think that line pays nearly 
5 per (lent., and any line that pays a~· 
thmg hke that it is advisable to build 
Many of the l!nes. that have been passed 
are m wool distriCts, and trey aJsc., will 
pay 5 per cent.-at least, I hope so. 
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Mr. HAMILTON: There is a great deal of 
~ailway material being carried on the 
'border line, and that helps to make it pay. 

Mr. GUNN: When that is taken off, 
.there is still any amount of traffic on the 
line. 

Mr. HAMILTON: It is robbing the Western 
line, too, and it rs carrying goods at a 
reduced rate, too. 

Mr. GRAYSON: Not at ali. 

Mr. GUNN: It might take a bit of traffic 
.from the Western line, but I know it has 
taken more from the New South \Vales lines, 
and some from somewhere else ; but that does 
not alter the fact that the line is paying. The 
Western line is paying too. As we are all on 
the parish pump, I may say that there is 
.another line wanted in my district. That is 
.a line from Inglewood to Texas. That is a 
line that would pay more than 5 per cent. 
without any material being carried over it. 
I would like to say a few words now 
with reference to State schools. I think that 
the present Government and other ·Govern
ments have been very good to the people 
of Queensland in putting up State schools 
all over the country. I just went over the 
llst in my own electorate to-day, and I find 
there are no less than twenty-nine public 
schools, besides plenty of private ones, and 
that is a very fair numb<:r for one electorate. 
In this cormection I must compliment the 
Railway Department upon providing schools 
at construction camps. On the line to 
Bullamon, which passes where I live, there is 
.a great number of married men connected 
with the line, although some of my friends on 
.the other side say that we do not encourage 
married people. The Railway Department 
have provided a tent school at the end of the 
line or at Talwood, and I understand they are 
going to put another at Thallon. When I 
"as at the construction works the other day I 
saw one man who used to shear for me, and 
who I knew was a married man, and I said to 
liim, " Hullo, what are you doing here?" He 
>aid "I am working on the line." I said, 
"I thought you would not work on the line." 
He said, " Well, the,re is a school here now, 
and I can bring my wife and family here." 
I met another man with his wife, and I said, 
" I thought your wife was living in Goondi
windi," and he said, "\Ve have shifted out 
here because there is a school." If you can get 
schools at these construction camps it will 
induce married men to work on the railway 
t'onstruction works instead of having so many 
r-ingle men. With reference to the immi
grants we are bringing out, I have heard 
many people say that they are not of the 
right class. Well, my experience is that all 
'Vith whom I have come in contact are a 
very good sort. I have seen several dome•tic 
servants, who, besides being good looking, 
.are very good workers. (Laughter.) They are 
a very desirable class of immigrant. To show 
you how well some of these immigrants do 
·out here, there were ·supposed to be fifty of 
them who went to the end of the line at 
Bullamon. Next day six of them were lost. 
An expedition went out to look for them, and 
when they found them there were eight. 
(Loud laughter.) Thinking that there was 
£Orne mistake, when they got back to the 
camp they counted the whole lot, and instead 
of the original fifty they found there were 
fifty-two of them. (Renewed laughter.) That 
is an absolute faci;. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL WAYS: That is pro
lific Queensland. 

Mr. G UNN: They were a real good class of 
men. I saw some of them working in a 
cutting, and I noticed one of them-a fine· 
!coking fellow-was wearing a woman's hat. 
There was a .storekeeper standing beside me, 
~tnd I said to him, " How is it this man is 
wearing a woman's hat 1" He remarked, 
" Well, he would not pay more than 2s. 6d. 
for a hat, and that was the only hat I had in 
the store that I could sell him for 2s. 6d." 
(Laughter.) Now, a man who will wear a 
~voman's hat, and stand all the derision of the 
other men for the sake of saving a little 
money, will turn out a good colonist. 

JY]r. HAMILTON: Was he a Sco,tchman? 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. GUNN: I did not a<lk him. Every-
body on the other side whom I have heard 
speaking during the course of this debate has 
been exdaiming about the extravagance of 
the Government, and at the same time they 
have been " sooling" them on to spend more 
money here and more money there. This 
wants spoon-feeding, and that wants spoon
feeding. Well, I do not believe in so much 
gpoon-feeding.. We would get on far better if 
we relied a little more on ourselves instead of 
leaning on tire Government so much. (Hear, 
hear !) One hon. member said the other day 
that he intended to go on strike for higher 
pay next session. (Laughter.) I suppose 
that is a sign of good times. (Laughter.) 
Another hon. member on the other side Mid 
that even the lunatics were going out on strike. 
Another sign of good times. (Laughter.) It 
is not my intention to go out on strike for 
higher pay. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. GUNN: I think £300 a year is quite 
sufficient, and I think the House was just a.s 
good a House before there was payment of 
members at all. 

I\1r. MAY: Yes, you are a squatter. 

Mr. GUNN: I am not a squatter, unfor
tunately. 

Mr. MAY: But you have the money behind 
you. 

Mr. GUNN: Where would you have it? 
(Loud laughter.) I am not in favour of 
increasing the payment to members. \Ve are 

paid fa.irly well now for all that 
[10.30 p.m.] we do. We have been here for a 

fortnight. or three weeks talking 
a lot of rot. !Laughter.) If we had written 
out our speeches on foolscap and put them 
into a bag and handed them to Hansard for 
publication on the same day, we should have 
been just as far forward as we are now. 
However, it is now half-past 10 o'clock, and I 
shall not detain the House any longer. Before 
sitting down, I desire to congratulate you, 
Mr. Speaker, upon your elevation to such a 
responsible position. 

HoNOURABLE ME1!BERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. J. JYI. HUNTER (Maranoa): I beg to 

move the adjournment of the debate. 
Question put and passed. 

The resumption of the debate was made 
an Order of the Day for Tuesday next. 

The House adjourned at twenty-six minutas 
to 11 o'clock. 

Mr .1. M. Hunter.] 




