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WEDNESDAY, 19 JULY, 1911. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. \V. D. Armstrong, 
Lockyer) took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

QUESTIONS. 

GRAZING FARM SELECTION IN ST. GEORGE AND 
CuNNA1fULLA DISTRICTs. 

iYir. LAND (Balonne) asked the Secretary 
for Public Lands-

"In view of the fact that there is a large 
number of desirable people anxious to select 
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land in the St. George and the Cunnamulla 
land agents' districts, will the Minister at the 
earliest opportunity resume and have thrown 
open to grazing farm selection all available 
lands in these districts?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(lion. E. H. Macartney, Brisbane North) 
replied-

" Action is proceeding for the resumption of 
all lands likely to be selected, and which may 
b_e resumed without compensation for resump
twn. All possible expedition will be used." 

BREACHES OF SHEARERS AND SUGAR WORKERS 
ACCOMMODATION ACT. 

Mr. LAND asked the Secretary for Agricul
ture and Stock-

"Seeing that there are repeated and grave 
complaints regarding the non-observance of 
the provisions of the Shearers and Sugar 
Workers Accommodation Act in the St. George 
and the Cunnamulla districts, will he call for 
reports concerning these breaches from the 
inspectors under the Act in these districts?" 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
AND STOCK (Hon. J. Tolmie, D1·ayton and 
Toowoomba) replied-

dRepeated and grave complaints have not been 
received from the St. George and Cunnamulla 
districts regarding the non-observance of the 
provisions of the Shearers and Sugar Workers 
Accommodation Acts. Three complaints only 
have been received from these districts since 
the 1st .January, 1910, none of which, after 
inquiry, were reported to be justifiable." 

ORDER OF ASKING QUESTIONS. 

Mr. THEODORE: I hBg tQ ask questions 
3 and 4 standing in my name. 

The SPEAKER: Question No. 3. • 

CAIRNS RAILWAY-NO. 10 TUNNEL, ETC. 

Mr. THEODORE (Woothakata) asked the 
Secretary for Railways-

"From information now in the possession of 
his department, does he think that No. 10 
Tunnel and other portions of the Cairns Rail
way were originally built in a safe and proper 
manner?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. W. T'. Paget, Mackay) replied-

"The fact that the tunnel stood firmly 
twenty years shows that it was safe. 
mo:;vement of ground which took place owing 
the abnormal rainfall of a few months ago 
could not be foreseen when the line was con
structed." 

RAILWAY FROM PORT DOUGLAS TO MOUNT 
MOLLOY-STABILITY OF CAIR::«S-KcRANDA 
RAILWAY. 

Mr. THEODORE asked the Secretary for 
Railways-- " 

"Will he have a report made by competent 
engineers upon~ 

"(a) The advisableness and probable cost of 
a railway from Port Douglas to Mount 
Molloy; and 

"(b) The stability or otherwise of the 
Carins-Kuranda Railway?" 

The SECRET'ARY FOR RAILWAYS 
replied--

"(a,) Mr. Parkinson's report is already in the 
hands of the department, but further inquiries 
into the whole of the suggested routes will be 
made. 

"(b) When in the district in May last I re
quested the district engineer to furnish a 
report on the general condition of the line after 
the repairs are cmnpleted." 

Mr. THEODORE asked the Secretary for 
Railways, without notice-

11ln Engineer Parkinson's report on the pro-, 
posed railway from Port Douglas to Mount 
Molloy was any reference made to the probable
cost of such railway?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
replied-

"In reply to the bon. member, I cannot say 
whether Engineer Parkinson gave an eliltimate 
of cost or not." 

GROS MICHAEL BANANA BULBS. 

Mr. FERRICKS (Bowen) asked the Secre
tary for Agriculture and Stock-

"1. Did the· Agricultural Department import 
last year a consignment of Gros Michael 
banana bulbs from .Jamaica? 

"2. What was the date of arrival of the 
consignment? 

"3. What was the number of bulbs imported?· 
"4. Has the department any record of the· 

success of the importation? . 
"5. (a) How many of the bulbs struck? (b} 

How many progressed to 1naturity ?" 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
AND STOCK replied-

"1. Yes ; two consignments. 
"2. Eleventh and twenty-fifth .July, 1910. 
"3. Four thousand. 
" •1. Yes; so far as those who received the· 

suckers have replied to the inquiries. 
"5. The number cannot be accurately given,. 

because all who received bananas have not 
replied to the questions asked. There were· 
many failures attributable to the bad packing. 
Orders have been given for two further con
signments." 

SUG11R-~HLL ON INKERMAN ESTATE. 

Mr. FERRICKS asked the Chief Secre
tary-

''1. Did the Governn1ent, when has' was Secre
tary for Public Lands, enter into an agree
ment with Mr . .John Drysdale, or with Drys
dale Brothers and Co., regarding the erection 
of a sugar-mill on the recently repurchased· 
Inkerman Estate? 

"2. Will he lay a copy of such agree1nent on· 
the table of the House?" 

The PR.E:wnER (Han. D. F. Denham, 
Oxley) replied-

"1 and 2. On the completion of the negotia
tions, which ftre still proceeding, the agreement 
will be tabled." 

lNKERMAN ESTATE-PRIORITY TO THE PER: 
PETUAL LEASEHOLD SYSTEM. 

Mr. FERRlCKS asked the Secretary for 
Public Lands--

"In view of the expected very keen competi
tion for blocks of the repurchased Inkerman· 
Estate, will he grant priority, other qualifica
tions being equal, to those applicants who 
desire to select under the perpetual leasehold· 
system, seeing that such power in conferred on 
him by the Land Act of 1910 ?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
replied-

"No. The terms of the Closer Settlement Act 
do not permit land acquired under its pro
visions being opened for perpetual lease· 
selection." 

CAIRNS TECHNICAL CoLLEGE SITE. 

Mr. MANN (Cairns) asked the Secretary for 
Public Instruction-

"1. Is he aware that a vote was taken (with 
the consent of his predecessor in office) of the .. 
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parents of the children attending the State 
school in the town of Cairns re the site of the 
technical college? 

"2. Is he further aware that the vote given 
was hostile to his present action in connection 
with the technical college site? 

"3. Why was a vote taken if the department 
refuses to accept the verdict of the majority of 
the parents who voted?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRUCTION . (Hon. K. M. Grant, Rock
hampton) replied-

.1.. Yes. 
"2. Yes. 

"3. The local proposal was that the technical 
college should be erected on the drill-ground 
reserve, and that certain State land should be 
given to the Commonwealth in exchange for 
that reserve. A personal inspection by certain 
Ministers and officials disclosed that the pro
posed exchange would cost the State at least 
£1,100, whereas the proposal of the Education 
Department that about half an acre of the 5-
acre school reserve should be devoted to tech- · 
nical college purposes will not involve the 
State in any expenditure on account of a site, 
and provides a much better site for technical 
college and high school purposes than the drill
ground site." 

PROPOSED LIGHTSHIPS OR LIGHTHOUSES. 

Mr. NEVITT (Carpentaria) asked the 
Treasurer-

" Is it the intention of the Government to place 
lightships or lighthouses at the following places, 
or in the vicinity of same, at an early date :
Cape Gloucester, St. Bees or Bailey Island, 
Cheviot Island, Breaksea Spit, so as to reduce 
the risk to our costal shipping?" 

The TREASURER (Hon. W. H. Barnes, 
Bulimba) replied-

n No." 

SANATORIUM FOR CENTRAL QUEENSLAND. 

Mr. CRAWFORD (Fitzroy) asked the Home 
Secretary-

"Does he propose, during this session, to deal 
with the matter of erecting a sanatorium for 
Central Queensland?" 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. G. 
Appel, Albert) replied-

"The matter has received attention. The 
xecent Royal Commission on health conditions 
in Queensland mines has made important 
recommendations for dealing with consumption 
on an organised basis. Inquiries are also being 
carried out by the Commissioner of Public 
Health with a view to the selection of a sana
toriuin site for Central Queensland." 

MAPS FOR SCHOOLS OF ARTS. 

Mr. CRAWFORD asked the Secretary for 
Public 1nstruction-

" Is his department taking any steps towards 
issuing new and up-to-date maps for the use 
of schools of arts and other similar institu
tions?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRUCTION replied-

" The department does not supply maps to 
schools of arts, but the Survey Department is 
now preparing a modern map of Queensland 
for school purposes. The maps supplied to 
schools are of the latest edition." 

FINES OF RAILWAY MEN. 

Mr. MAY asked the Secretary for Rail
ways-

" 1. When railway men are fined, where does 
the money go? 

" 2. Has the Railway Department power· 
under the Railways Act to fine employees?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
replied-

" 1. To revenue. 
"'2. Yes." 

EIGHT-HOUR DAY IN GovERNMENT SuGAR
MILLS. 

Mr. LENNON (Herbert) asked the Trea
surer, without notice-

" Is he yet in a position to furnish an official 
reply to the deputation wbich waited upon him 
early this month, asking for the establishment 
of an eight-hour day in the Government sugar
mills?" 

The TREASURER replied-
" The hon. gentleman really furnished his own 

reply. The same conditions prevail in connec
tion with Government sugar-works as prevail 
elsewhere-namely, that there is an eight-hour 
day." 

Mr. LENNON: But you promised to furnish 
an official reply. 

The TRE·ASURER: The hon. gentleman· 
will be furnished with a reply in a few days. 

PAPERS. 

The following papers, laid on the table, 
were ordered to be printed:-

Report upon the Government life insur
ance and annuity business for the 
year 1910. 

Report of the board of inquiry upon the 
question cf a harbour scheme for the 
port of Mackay. 

REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE f>N 
ACCOUNT OF LIQUOR. 

On the motion of Mr. BARBER (Bun
daberg), it was formally resolved-

" That there be laid on the table of the· 
House a return showing-

" 1. The amount of revenue received by the 
Government for the three years-1st 
July to 30th June, 1908-9, 1909-10, 
and 1910-11 respectively-for licenses 
for the 1nanufacture and sale of beer 1 

stout, and spirituous liquors. 
"2. The average amount spent per head of 

population for purchase of beer, stout, 
and spiTituous liquors. 

~' 3. The cost for maintenance of prison ser-
vice of Queensland. 

" 4. Cost to State for police, law and justice. 
" 5. Charitable aid. 
" 6. Old-age pensions. 
" 7. Industrial schools. 
" 8. Hospitals. 
" 9. Hospitals for the insane. 

" 10. Homes; refuges, etc. 
" 11. Number of police warders in service of 

Queensland. 
" 12. Number of prisoners and patients in 

Government institutions during the 
three years n1entioned above." 
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NEW STANDING ORDERS. 

MoTION TO oo INTO CoMliHTTEE. 

The PREMIER (Hon. D. F. Denham, 
'Oxley) : I move-

" That the House will, at its next sitting, 
resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole 
to consider the proposed new code of Standing 
Orders and Rules of Practice, as laid upon the 
table of the House on the ~2th July." 

I assume that the leader of the Opposition 
,called "Not formal" to this motion in order 
that he might receive some information with 
respect to it, for I can hardly conceive of 
any objection being offered to going into 
Committee to consider the new Standing 
Orders submitted by the Standing Orders 
Committee. 

Mr. LENNON: I believe in the ·open door 
during the discussion of the proposed new 
Standing Orders. 

The PREMIER: Quite so. I apprehend 
'that such is the case, and I anticipate that 
there will be a full discussion of the new 
-code of Standing Orders and Rules of Prac
tice by the House, and I shall offer no kind 
of objection to the fullest discussion of 
them. 

Mr. LENNON (Herbert): I should like to 
suggest to the Premier the advisableness of 
postponing the discussion of the new Stand
ing Orders until the Address in Reply is 
$Ot rid of. I think hon. members have not 
had sufficient time to peruse the amend
mimts c~tained in the report of the Stand
ing Orders Committee. By postponing the 
discussion of the matter we can make our
selves familiar with the new proposals, and 
probably be able to compare them with 
·other Standing Orders. At any rate, I am 
of opinion that it would tend to facilitate 
business if we thrashed out the Address in 
Reply before taking the discussion en 1he 
Standing Orders. 

The PREMIER : I can assure the hon. 
gentleman that I have not the least inten
tion of pressing this matter until the debate 
on the Address in Reply is finished. 

HoNOURABL!'J ME~IBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Question put and passed. 

ADDRESS IN REPLY. 

RESUMPTION OF DEBATE. 

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla): I should like 
to congratulate you, Sir, on attaining to 
the high and honourable position of Speaker 
of this House. I feel sure that you will 
·carry out the duties of the office not only 
with credit to yourself, but also with credit 
to the whole of the members of this Cham
ber. The programme submitted by the Go
vernment is one of progress, and if a num
ber of the measures mentioned in that pro
gramme are placed on the statute-book I 
am of opinion that they will be of con
siderable benefit to Queensland generally. 
I do not intend to go into details regarding 
the various Bills to be submitted, but there 
are one or two matters to which I should 
like to devote a little attention. I should 
also like to congratulate the mover and 
Be'conder of ~he motion for the adoption of 
the Address m Reply on the speeches deliv
·ered by them. But in one or two matters 

[Hon.. D. F. Denham. 

I cannot wholly agree with the mover of the 
motion, the hon. member for Dalby, more 
particularly his remarks concerning prickly 
pear The Liquor Bill will no doubt be 
one ~f the most important measures that we 
shall have to deal with this session. As a 
member sitting on the Government benches 
I wish to be left with an entirely free hand 
in dealing with any partic~!13:r clause. of that 
Bill and I feel sure that 1t 1s the Wish of a 
large majoritv of memhers.on both sides of 
the House that that measure should be dealt 
with from a non-party standpoint. (Hear; 
hear!) The Police J misdlction Bill is also a 
measure that should be dealt with on non
party lines, and no doubt every hon. mem
ber will do his best to see that both measures 
are placed on the statute-book for the good 
of every class of the community, whether 
they be rich or poor. I have been very 
pleased to see in the daily Press that it is 
the intention of the Secretary for Agncul
ture to introduce considerable reforms in 
his department. I have always held that 
the Agricultural Department of Queensland 
is practically a defunct body. I have said 
this on pre.-ious occasions, and I say again 
that the Ag-ricultural Department is not 
what it should be nor what the people of 
Queensland desire it to be. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. MORGAN: The Secretary for Agri
c>:llture has a splendid chance of distinguish
ing himself, if ever any man who attained 
to ministerial rank had a chance of doing so. 
He is in charge of a department that prac
tically requires turning completely inside 
out. If the hon. gentleman was taking up 
the work of a department that was all that 
was to be desired, we should not expect him 
to bring in any radical reforms, but the 
department requires numerous necessary re
forms to make it the up-to-date department 
that the State is entitled to have, and 
I feel sure that the Hon. the Secretarv for 
Agriculture will do his level best to bring 
it up to date. We have already seen 
in the Press references to reforms which are 
likely to take place, and, as one representing 
an agricultural district, I am very pleased 
to see that these reforms are likely to take 
practical shape. So far as the Agricultural 
Bank is concerned, I have had considerable 
expenienee of that inst;itution du-ring the 
short period I have been in Parliament, and 
I am very pleased to see that the trustees 
who have been controlling the concern for 
a number of years past are to be sent 
about their business and some different sys
tem introduced. I know that the Agricultural 
Bank has not been a success so far as the 
people whom it was instituted to benefit 
are concerned. The poor man has not had 
·an opporhuni ty of getting the assistance 
that we expected would be given to the man 
settling on the land, and I do hope tha;t in 
this rHspect the system that has prnvcd so 
successful in Western Australia will be 
followed to a great extent in Queensland. 
When an application is made 'here for a 
loan, it has ito be acc:ompanied by £3, 
which has to be sent to the office in Bris
bane. Perhaps several months after the 
RDPlication is made, an officer is sent to 
i~spect the land, and it may be six or nine 
n'.onths after you make your applic~tion 
before yow reeeive, any a.s'sistance, wmlst 
in many instances-and deserving cases too
you are told that the bank c&r.mot assist 
you, and they only return £1 lOs. of the 
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£3 you were required to lodge, and ,you are 
given no ~atisfaction as to why tne loan 
cannot be granted. 

Mr. FERRICKS: You are charged £1 lOs 
to be told you cannot get it. 

J'vlr. MORGAN: 
system in Iorce 
that were done, 
your application 
bane, it would be 
missioner, and we 
all over Queensland. 
then send out a Crown 
the land and in the course 
days a r~port is received, and 
dealt with by the trustees, or 
trol of the bank Brisbane. 
good thing they 
which has proved very 
stead of haYing to 
inspect the improvements, 
if an adjoining farmer 
provements have 
money is sent 
idea, and one 
effectively in this 
hundred cases in 
has only been one 
had to prosecute anybody 
document stating that certain 
had been effected, when those 
had not been made. vVe 
possibly can to bring the 

to date, and make 
people to obtain 

require, and not hinder or hamper them, 
as has been done in past, and as is being 
done at the present There is anot·her 
ma.tter connected with the bank that re
quires r·emedying. I believe that the Crown 
Solicitor has ruled that settlers who have 
received from the Lands Department assist
ance so far as n1arsupitd netting is concerned 
are not entitled' to an advance from the 
Agricultural Bank, although the previous 
Crown Solicitor ruled differently. If that 
is so, it is time something was done to 
remedy the defect. I also intend touching· 
upon certain matters connected with the 
administration of the Agricultural Depart
ment so far as State farms and stud farms are 
concernBd. We have established in certain 
parts of Queensland stud farms, where high
priced stock are kept, whose services are made 
use of to a certain extent by sBttlers at a 
moderate charge. But it is only settlers 
who live alongside the farms who are able 
to avail themselves of the services of the 
stud stock. I think that people far distant 
from these places should also be placed in 
a position to make use of the stock 'for stud 
purposes. The reason why they are not 
able to do so at present is because of the 
high railway freight on stock. It should lle 
the duty of the Government to allow stock 
travelling to and from these farms for stud 
purposes to receive at least the same con
cessions in regard to railway freight as are 
given to the owners of stock travelling to 
and from agricultural shows. There is no 
reason why people at a distance should be 
compBlled to pay full rates-which are 
enormous-in order to get the servicBs of 
the animals stationed at those stud fa-rms, 
when those farms are being kept going by 
the commun\ty generally. I would also 
like to see the Government establish what 
a.re known as demonstration farms. We have 
throughout Queensland land that has been 
taken up, where the plough has never been 

from other 
not know

is suitable for, 
cost-and often 
discovering for 

of agriculture 
·are suitable for. If 
farms in Queensland, 
in New South ·wales, 

good commercial 
they would prove 
about what could 

grown on them. I do not mean 
I know that experimental 

made and it would 
pay. But we 

man to select a bit of 
land in a prickly

him take up a 
and grow wheat 

it or description, and 
in time profitable. After 
a certain of that land would 
be bound to so tha.t it would be 
a profitable for the State, so 
much so that if wanted to sell that land 
after, say, fifteen years they would get as 
many pounds it then as they would only 

shillings the first place, before the 
was proved. In Victoria at the present 
they are selling up these demonstration 

because they have no further use 
The people in the districts where 

wore established all know quite well 
what the district can produce, and what is 
best for them to grow, and the Government 
are now getting from £15 to £20 per acre 
for these farms, in the first instance, 
were only worth a shillings. So from 
a business point of it would be sound 
finance for the Government to undertake 
the establishment of those demonstration 

farms throughout Queensland. They ought 
to do it to give the people a lead as it were, 
to lead them on. At the present time we 
have no large wheat areas in Queensland. 
The peop.Je a.rc afraid to tackle wheat-grow
ing because they have no·b seen anyone else 
tackle it. They want to see someone else 
tackle it first, and the Government should do 
it in the way that I have suggested. 

Mr. RYAN: That is socialism. 

Mr. BRENNAN: It does not matter what 
''ism"' it is. 

Mr. MORGAN: I think that the Agricul
tural Department is going to benefit by having 
the senior member for Drayton and Too
woomba at its head. (Hear, hear!) At any 
rate, that is the opinion of the people on the 
Downs. 

Mr. CoLLINS: The Downs is not Queens
land. 

Mr. MORGAN: I am not acquainted with 
the opinions of the people up in the North--

Mr. CoLLINS: Why not come up and have· 
a look at the North. 

Mr. MORGAN: If I were acquaintsd with 
the opinions of the people up North, I think 
they would be just as pleased to have Mr. 
Tolmie at the head of the A.:rricultural De
partment as they are on the Downs. I feel 
sure, as a representative of an agricultural 
district., that some good will result from 
it, and I hope that in that respect I will 
not be disappointed. There i's one matter I 
wonld like to touch on here which comes 
under the department controlled by the 

Mr. Morgan.] 
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Minister for Agriculture, and that is that, 
there has been an enormous spread of the 
ticks in districts where they were not known 
.before. In parbs of m:y ,;lectorate the tick 
was unheard of until last year, and it spread 
so alarmingly that wires were sent down to 
the department to send up an officer in order 
to prevent the spread of the pest any further. 
I know that in one place in Central Queens
land red water broke out amongst the cattle. 
They mustered all the caWe that could walk 
-or those that were not suffering from red 
water-and had them dipped in Taroom. 
They took them another 100 miles and had 
them dipped again, and then they were taken 
to Miles, and from there they were sent to 
Roma for sale. These were all red water 
cattle, and they were quite likely to spread 
the disease over that particular area;, yet, 
there was no officer of the Agricultural De
partment there to see that things were 
carried out properly. I consider that when 
the tick pest breaks out in any district, in 
the first instance it should be the duty of the 
department to station a man there per
manently to prevent things of that descrip
tion occurring. It is no use leaving it to 
the temporary men. We know t,hat the clerks 
of our shire councils are appointed as tem
porary inspectors, but they aTe not able to 
fulfil their duties the same as the permanent 
men. I hope that something will be done 
by the department to cope with the t,ick pest, 
and not allow it to spread gradually without 
any notice being taken of it, like the' case of 
the prickly pear, which was allowed to spread 
gradually until it has got over almost the 
whole of Queensland. We are told that the 
tick cannot live in certain areas in Queens
land. It was said eight or nine years ago 
that the tick could not live in certain parts 
of my district, but to-day the ticks are living 
there and spreading mpidly in the very locali
ties where the old hands said they could not 
live. It may be that t,icks from the coa'st 
would not live there, but ticks bred in the 
district are living and thriving almost' as well 
as in the coastal districts. I hope this matter 
will receive some consideration. 'There is 
another matter which affects, the smaller 
settler in my district, and that is the matter 
of getting permit,s for the removal of stock 
for sale. At one time it may have been quite 
right-especially in the old squatting days
for inspectors to be sta.tioned here and there 
when they were going to move large mobs 
of cattle, and they could send down to the 
inspectors and get the permits up in time. 
But now that the small settler has come, 
the conditions should be aJt,ered. I think 
that the police should be allowed to give the 
necessary permits for the removal of stock. 
If it were left to the police it would have a 
greater protective power for travelling, and 
would be much better in the case of cattle
stealing. It would be quite safe to leave it 
to the police to issue the permits, because 
whereas-at the present time the inspedor does 
not see the stock at all, in the case of the 
nolice t,hey would see the stock, and it would 
be greater protection for t,he owners in ca.ses 
of cattle-stealing. 

Mr. COYNE: Don't the inspectors get the 
reports from the police now? 

Mr. MORGAN: f hope that the depart
ment will give the police the power to issue 
permits for the removal of stock. I have a 
few words to say about the Railway Depart
ment. I noti~e by the Press that something 
'like £100,000 is to be g·itven to the poorer-paid 

[Mr. Morgan. 

workmen in the Railway Department. I think 
that meets with the approval of every member 
in this House, or, at any rate, every member 
on this side. 

Mr. FERRICKS : You voted against a mini
mum wage of 8s. a day, you know. 

Mr. MORGAN: I did not vote against 8s. 
a day being paid. I YOted against only Ss. 
a day being paid. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Ah ! 
Mr. CoYNE: Too thin! 

Mr. MORGAN: Yes. consider that 
every man should get what is worth. If 
a man can e•un £1 a day on railway con
struction work he is entitled to it, and he 
has a perfect right to earn it. 

GoVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. MORGAN: I think that the Railway 
Department should also take into considera
tion the country people who have to pay the 
high and enormous freights on some particu
lar classes of goods. 

Mr. CoLLINS: You ought to go to the 
ELheridge Railway. 

Mr. MOHGAN: I know one selector who 
brought up 16 ewt. of furniture from Bris
bane. It was talmn a distance of 187 miles, 
and the freight on that furniture alone 
amounted to £5 16s. 10d, It is something 
scandalous that people should be asked to 
pay that amount of freight for taking their 
furr,iture up the country. It does not affect 
the people in the cities so much, but it 
affects the country people) a good deal be
cause they are asked to pay this freight 
both ways. They have to pay freight on 
the necessities of life to go up the country, 
and they have to pay freight on their pro
duce which they send down tc the seaboard. 
I consider that they should receive some 
consideration so far as the freight on the 
necessities of life is concerned. (Hear, 
hear!) I know that you can buy flour for 
£10 per ton in Brisbane, but it costs £16 
per ton by the time I get it to my 
place, and w~ do not rec<3ive any 
from the dep,utment in i'hat respect. 
would also like to put in a plea for a better 
railway service so far as the South-western 
line is concerned. That is one of the best pay
ing lines in Queensland, and yet the Railway 
Department has not recognisied its responsi
bility so far as the increased traffic is con
cerned. The passenger traffic on that line is 
increasing, as we all know, day by day. 
Yet continually, after the train· reaches Too
woomba the people are packed in the 
carriages like sardines, and they are com
pelled to travel for hundreds of miles with
out any comfort, while here in Brisbane the 
trains are running backwards and forwards 
l\alf empty. 

Mr. COLLINS : Is this a criticism of the 
:Minister for Railways? 

J\1r. MORGAN: I think it is time some 
consideration was given to people who have 
to travel long distances on the railways. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: This is a city Govern
ment, you know. 

Mr. MORGAN: I also think it is time we 
had another mail train. vYe only have, at 
the present time, two a week from Brisbane 
out \'1 est, and the senice is now entitled to 
three. If we had three mail trains, it would 
lessen the crowds and perhap~ meet the 
requirements, and the people, for a time at 
least, would be satisfied. The sleeping 
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,accommodation, especially the first-class ac
commodation, is anything but satisfactory. 
The carriage,3 are cf the worst description, 
and in the summer time-well, they an'> not 
eyen clean. I think that the South-western 
people--perhaps the people in other parts of 
Queensland u,s well-deserve better treat
ment so far as travelling on the railways is 
<Joncerned. 

Mr. NEVITT: \Ye want the railways first. 

Mr. MORGAN: Especially so far as the 
country districts are concerned. Like 
numerous other members in the House, I 
also would like to see one or two new rail
way~ construct0d in my district. I am 
pleased to say, notwithstanding the railway 
policy we passed last year in connection with 
the Western and Northern schemes, that it 
is not going to interfere with agricultural 
lines. The people in my district were afraid 
that those two schemes would interfere with 
their little local lines, but it is the intention 
of the Government, according to the remarks 
made by the Premier, that numerous agri
cultural lines are to be introduced this 
session, and that etlone is sufficient proof that 
'these agricultural lines are not to be sacri
ficed in order to construct the larger rail
ways passed last year. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Did the 
Premier say " ntunerous" ? 

Mr. :MORGAN: The word "numerous" per
-haps is a little over-estimating it. (Laughter.) 

Mr. MANN : Where are they going to get 
the men to constnwt the lines? 

Mr. MORGAN: I would !ike to mention 
my opinion eo far as the marsupial boards 
are concerned. I am sorry to say no Bill 
"has been promised this session, but perhaps 
we might have time to introduce a small 
Bill to abolish these boards altogether. The 
whole of the work of those boards could be 
<Jarried out by the shire councils, and there 
is no necessity to have separate boards to 
carry out the work. It is done in the other 
States, and it ce.n be done in Queensland, 
and if it were made compulsory for shires to 
pay a certain amount on such things as 
dingoes, crows, and emus, then only those 
shires where these particular pests exist 
would be compelled to pay. They would 
not have to pay if the crows, emus, or 
dingoes did not exist in their particular 
1ocality. 

Mr. O'SuLLIVAN: Don't you think it is a 
na tiona! question ? 

Mr. MORGAN: I think the Govern
ment should go to the assistance of the 
·shires and contribute at least one-half the 
amount paid away in bonuses. 

Mr. NEVITT: Come over here. 

Mr. MORGAN: It is done in every other 
State in Australia. When the rabbit was a 
big pest in Victoria, tle Government did not 
put the wl ole of the responsibility on the 
man on the land. They said the destruction 
of the rabbits was a matter which affected 
every person in Victoria, and they came to 
the assistance of the man on the land and 
helped him to destroy the pest. I am 
pleased to say it is practically destroyed, 
at any rate so far as being a pest is con
cerned, in Victoria. As regards the Prickly 
Pear Board, I am pleased to see, as a 
representative of a prickly-pear area, that 
that board has been created. I remember, 
and other lon. members will remember, 
that we had a meeting of men interested in 

the prickly-pear question, and headed bv 
the late Speaker, Mr. Bell, we interviewed 
Mr. Kidston, and .asked him to appoint a 
board, or con1miss1on, to inquire into the 
prickly-pear pest. The board appointed is 
somewhat similar to what we required, and 
the only thing I regret, so far as its con
stitution is concerned, is that two practical 
men were not included. The scientists, I 
believe, will do good work. At any rate, it 
is a step in the right direction, and, had a 
couple of practical men also been appointed 
to the board, they might have been able to 
assist the scientists from a practical stctnd
point. I am pleased to see that the board 
is in a district adjoining my own, and 
is amongst the farmers to see what 
they done in regard to the destruction 
of pear, and I will be very disappointed if 
they eventually do not arrive at some solu
tion, which will be considerably better than 
the methods now adopted. There is also 
a Prickly Pear Bill, I notice, on the list. 
What that Bill is, I have not the slightest 
notion, but I am pleased to see that at last 
Queensland has awakened to its respon
sibilities so far as that pest is concerned. 
They have practically been asleep, like Rip 
Van Winkle, for the last thirty or forty 

They have allowed this pest to 
and, instead of treating it as a 

question, they have placed the 
of the responsibility on the land-

owner or settler. It has reached such 
and spread over 

a country that the Go-
vernment, no doubt, see it must be made 
national question. I hope they do make 
a national question and that the Bill 

put the whole of tl.e responsibility 
on the land, as it is a 

owing 
lost to Queens
taken in hand 

years ago land would 
now carrymg fine homesteads. But 
"it is never too late to mend," and I hope, 
so far as the pear question is concerned, if 
the Government do the proper ·thing on 
national lines, tl at the people on the land 
will oo-operate and do their best; but the 
whole of the responsibility must not be 
placed on the settleT. 

Mr. RYAN: \Vhat about suggestion of 
the hon. member for Dalby 

Mr. MORGAN: So far as poison is con
cerned, I ha.-e had considerable experience 
in that respect. I think I have used every 
poison that' has been placed on the market, 
and I do not favour the suggestion maclol by 
the hon. member for Dalby, that the right 
particular poison should be bought at the 
present time. I had exceptionally good results 
from common arsenic and soda, and I think 
the hulk of the poisons now being sold con· 
sist of arsenic and soda, and I co;;ld demon
strate to any man who likes to accompany 
me to my home, and my neighbours as well, 
where the pear has been completely eradi
cated by the use of arsenic and soda. I be
lieve this-perhaps the board may suggest 
it-I hope tley do-that the Government 
should purchase the arsenic and soda, "the 
same they purchase wire-netting, and give 
it to people, to be paid for in instal-
ments-not absolutely free-the same as 
they do with wire netting, so as to aBsist the 
small man who bas not the money to buy 

Mr. Murgan.] 
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the poison, to put his labour into the work. 
'l'ha.t would considerably assist in the destrue
tion of prickly pear so far as the small 
man is concerned. Another Bill to be in
troduced is one to amend the Elections 
Acts; and in my opinion an amendment is 
urgently necessary. I was astounded after 
the last election to learn that, as far a.s the 
ballot-papers which were supplied to polling-
booths concerned, thoro was no check. I 
believe places known as group polling-
places ballot-papers taken charge of 
by men who had of the booths, and 
after the votes were recorded they were put 
into the ballot-box wit!.· no seal on the top; 
and those men had to travel 15 or 20 miles, 
or more in some cases, to the head polling-
place, and not made to account for 
the papers to them. Those papers 
could have used in any ; and, if 
that is the I hope it will remedied. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER: It is not the law 
Mr. MORGAN: I has been the 

practice; .at a,ny rate, it is was done .at 
the last e.Jection, as far .as my electorate 1s 
concerned. Another alteration required is 
in respect to the qualifica~ion. At. p1~esent 
,a person mav come here "rom V1ctona or 
same other State, .and he must reside here 
sixteen months before his name can be placed 
on the roll. He must reside in the State 
twelve months before he can ·apply, and it 
will be another four months beforB his name 
oan be on the roll. That may be .all 
very in the case of people coming from 
foreign oountnes or Great Bntam. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Oh, oh ! 
Mr. MORGAN: But in the case of people 

camino· from other States, who have resided 
in the" Commonwealth for twelve months, it 
should be sufficient for them to reside ·in 
Queensland six months before they oan apply 
-which would mean ten before then 
names could be put on I think that 
would be "' very f.air 

Mr. CoYNE: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. MORGAN: And I hope provlSlons to 

that effect will be embodied in the Bill. 
(Hear, he.ar !) I hope also that we shall have 
:a clause-dealing with people who are unable 
to attend the polling-places to record their 
votes, .and allow them to vote by ·post. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Oh, oh ! 
Mr. MORGAN: One of the planks of the 

Labour party is to enable evm-ybody to have 
an opportunity of rBcording his vote. That 
being so, I would ask what opportunity has 
an old man or an old woman situated 30 
or 40 miles :away from a. polling-place of 
reoording a vote? I do not say it should be 
apn.iied to city electorates, where people can 
make use of trams, and so on, except in ease 
of sickness or some reason of that sort. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Oh, oh ! 
Mr. MORGAN: What are Opposition 

members afraid of? 
An HONOURABLE MEMBER : It would lea,d to 

corruption. 
Mr. MORGAN: As far as corruption is 

concerned, I ·do not think it exists solely on 
this side. 

Mr. GOYNE: Yes, it does. 
Mr. MORGAN: I also wish to touch on 

the question of some of our industries. I 
listened attentively to the remarks of the 
hon. memher for Ipswich last night in re
gard' to the shortage of timber and bricks. 

f1llr. Morgan. 

He did not give the reason; but perhaps. 
speculators or men with money 'are afraid to 
establish industnes of that description owing. 
to the labour conditions existing throughout 
Australia. We know that at the present tilDe 
there are people walking about w.ith their 
uo-okets full of money, looking out for the 
;',pportunity .invest. People werB never 
better they are looking for invest-

not involve anv labour diffi
that will give a ·decent 

chance of that interest 
their oapit,al being 

of labour strikes. 
why these two 

established. We 

'.Vag-ons 
Engl:and. 

to 

An OPPOSITION ME}YIBER : He eancel!ed that. 

Mr. MORGAN: The 
could not fulfil 

not the men to 
time. It is 

cancel the order 
of waited ori him 
the matter, but there is no 
tion that the order has 
ceUed. I wish to 
taxes the farmer 
to the cow ther-e 
tion tax, the butter tax, 
the brands tax, the cattle tax, 
pial tax. There is one 
which, in 
date-the 
it may have justifiabce, but 
under existing conditions. The assessment 
is 5s. per 1,000, or any portion of 1,000, 
sheep; so that the farmer who keeps 10 or 
100 or "200 sheen-a few killing sheep-even 
half a dozen sheep~if he has only one sheep 
he has to contribute 5s. as a tax. PBrhaos 
the reason why we have so many goats in 
the West is owing to the tax on sheep. 

An OPPOSITION :MEMBER : You don't blame 
this .side for that? 

Mr. MORGAN: We all know that the 
sheep is one of the most remunBr•ative ·ani
m:a1s to keep on 'a farm, .and we should 
encourage our farmers to go in for sheep .as 
much .as possible; but a tax of this sort 
eauses irrit.ation. It may be looke·d upon :as 
trivial, but it is irritating all the same. I 
hope the Minister will take a note of these 
things, and try to rectify them if he can do 
so. I do not intend to continue my speech 
any longer, except to say that, when the 
various Bills promised oome before us, I 
will do my best to se-e that they are made 
.as favourab!.e:a.s theycan be made, so that the 
people in the :agricultural districts espeeially 
may get as fair a deal as it is possible to 
give them. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

* l\Ir. ORA WFORD (Fitzroy) : In venturin~r 
at this early stage of the debate to address 

a few remarks to the House, I 
[4.30 p.m.j wish to say that I do not intend 

going into any amount of detaii 
concerning the various measures which have 
been mapped out for our consideration on 
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the Government programme. I am anxious 
to obtain copies of the various measures, 
so that we may have them for consi,(leration 
and discussion straightaway in a practical 
manner, and for that reason I shall not ven
ture to anticipate anything that may be eon
tamed m the measures which are prom1sed. 
It is a pleasure to me, and I think to all of 
us, that the evidences of the country's pro
gress are so manifest, and we can all hope 
that the country will continue to make very 
great progress; but we must prepare for the 
coming at the same time of days which will 
be regarded as times of adversity, and I 
believe the Government are not forgetting the 
probability of times arriving which will not 
be so prosperous as those which we are now 
experiencing. I am glad to learn that pro
gress is being made in the construction of 
railways, and that a few more railways 
are promised in those parts of the country 
in which population is increasing, in those 
parts m wh10h a denser population can be 
supported, and I was particularly pleased 
to hear tho Premier state last night that 
the Government was prepared to carry out 
the broad-gauge railway as soon as New 
South Wales linked up its system with our 
border. I think it only right that we should 
give as much encouragement as possible 
towards getting rid of the various gauges 
that now militate against our rapid progress 
between the various States of the Common
wealth; and in regard to the North of our 
great State, I am sure that within a score of 
vears that gauge of railwav which is found 
most suitable for rapid transit throughout 
Australia will be extended a considerable dis
tance in that direction. I do not wish to go 
into local matters too much, but I do think 
that one thing requiring the consideration of 
the Government in the electorate which I 
have the honour to represent is the abolition 
of the rack railway. I think the time has 
arrived, seeing that that railwa" line paid so 
well, is paying well, and promises to pay 
well, that that old system should be done 
away with, and that we should have on that 

, line leading from Rockhampton into Mount 
Morgan the regular system of railways 
which obtain in all other parts of the State, 
and the necessity for a change is accentu
ated by the progress which is being made in 
the construction of the Dawson Valley line, 
along the course of which I am sure quite a 
number of new mines and other industries 
will be brought into existence, necessitating 
quicker thansit between those centres and 
the various parts of Central Queensland. In 
travelling about the city, and looking upon 
the progress that has been made here, I 
yenture to think that a mistake is being 
made in regard to the University site. I 
voted last session against the University 
having its situation where !1overnment House 
was, and I am still of the opinion that the 
ground is not suitable for the erection of 
the colleges which will be necessarily affili
ated with it. There will not be sufficient 
space, and when we hear, as we did a few 
weeks ag-o, that the Government, or some 
local body, proposed to take a slice of that 
tongue of land, the space will be consider
ably limited; and I think that before any 
greater expense is incurred in the erection 
of btiildings in the Government Domain, the 
Government should consider the advisability 
of removing the whole of. the University 
buildings, or the whole University scheme, 
into a more suitable district, and such a dis
trict certainly exists outside and beyond the 
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claims of the site which has been unfortun
ately chosen. The Government, I see, are 
proposing some large scheme of co-ordina
tion of the various systems of education 
which now exist, and I think nothing will 
conduce more to the effectiveness of that 
co-ordination than having the University in 
a centre around which the affiliated build
ings may be built-technical colleges and 
other colleges which will be found necessary 
from time to time. If we look forward-and 
I think we do look forward-to our Univer
sity becoming a success, I think we ought 
to see to it that the site is placed in a 
centre which will allow ef expansion. I 
am very glad that the commission which. 
has gone round the country inquiring into 
the prevalence of phthisis among miners 
has sent in its report. I believe it is a 
fairly voluminous one, and one which will 
afford a number of us verv pleasant read
ing, and very instructive reading when we 
come to that period when will be called 
upon to frame some system general insur-
ance. I do not know, because I have not 
yet read through any large portion of the 
report, the general trend of its recommen
dation~, but ~ think it will have a happy 
effect m leadmg our thoughts in the right 
direction at the right time. I see upon the 
hst of measures a Liquor Bill, and this Bill 
has caused a great deal of consideration and 
discussion in anticipation throughout the 
whole of the country. Particularly has it 
been discussed in my electorate, where many 
of my '?O';lstituents look without any degree 
of m1sg1vmg upon a pmt of beer, and where 
a large number of others look without mis- · 
giving upon the wild and deadly lemonade
(laughter)-amongst all of whom the coming 
of thi_s Bill is anticipated with a good d<Jal 
of sohmtude. I hope and believe that it will 
be based upon principles of justice prin
ciples of toleration, for one of the' worst 
tfnnll"s we can set ourselves to do here,, or in any 
Parhament, 1s to att<Jmpt to eradicate every 
particle of evil from the community in which 
we. liv~. We have to tolerate some degree of 
evll s1mply because we are human beings, 
but we have t;:> do 011! best to so regulate all 
~anner of ev1l that 1t may not bring about 
d1sast':ous c<mseq:uences, and I believe that 
the B1ll whwh 1s to be introduced will be 
?ast:;d upon principles such as will extend 
JUstwe. to all thos~ en~aged in . the industry 
-an mdustry whwh 1s not hkely to die 
through any _legislation that may be passed 
by any Parhament, because it seems to be 
se?ond nature. It has come down to us, I 
th~nk, from the second generation of human 
?e1_ngs, and w1ll continue on to the last, and 
1t 1s for us as representatives of the people 
to see that this measure, as well as all other 
n:easures, IS based upon principles of jus
twe. Som0 reference has been made to the 
referendum and to its results. All I will 
say. upon the principle that was discussed 
dunn15 the referendum campaign amounts 
~o th1s:. That we ought to be very careful 
111 handmg over powers-indefinite powers
to any other power greater than our own. 
I thmk . that we cannot have too much dis
cussion m our own Parliaments before ha.nd
mg away a.ny powem which we now possess. 
\Ve want to see if we cannot make the very 
best possible use of those powers before 
admitting that in making the best use we 
can of them \>e cannot do what we want
we cannot effect dl that we require. For 
the simple reason that having once handed 
oYer those powers to the Commonwealth 

J .. ~.r. Cr~tD{crd.] 
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Parliament we ure not likely to get them 
back again, WB should be all the more care
ful in insisting upon a full free and 
non-pa!"ty d1,cussion of any pr~posal 'which 
lS made for the tdteration of our State or 
Federal Constitution. There has been a 
great deal of talk about the loan that was 
floated some time ago in London. Some 
persons have alleY•3d that it was an utter 
failure. The Pren~ier and others had stated 
that it was a success. Without venturing to go 
any further into this matter at the present 
~oment, as we shall have an opportunity to 
d1scuss it when the Financial Statement is 
before us, I say that it would be very ill on 
the part of any party to welcome the failure 
of any loan raiaed by this State. We should 
all welcome the success of any loan which is 
required in the interest of the progress of 
the State, and it is for us to consider whether 
the requirements of the country necessitate 
our going to the London market-a market 
which is the centre of the financial world, a 
market about which we can know very little, 
as we live so very far away from it. There
fore, we have to trust to financial experts on 
the spot to get our loan business transacted 
successfully, and to the profit of the State. 
With regard to the program•ne submitted by 
the Government, as J said at the outset of 
my remarks, I do not intend to deal with 
them in detail. As the mea;mres come before 
us, I shall endeavour to give them that 
attention which they deserve, and to exert 
myself to shape !hem as I think they should 
be shaped in the interest of justice. But as 
I proceed down the programme of measures 
I come to an old familiar friend. 'l'hat is 
the State Education Acts Amendment Bill. 
Many of us will remember that we had some 
little trouble in connection with a measure 
with a similar title which was, fortunately 
or unfortunately, tabled last session. I, 
in particular, have occasion to remember the 
State Education Ads Amendment Bill which 
was introduced ;,1st session. I think I shall 
not forget it-it has made an indelible mark 
upon my memory, and it has also made a 
mark upon the memory of several other 
members.· It will l::e remembered perfectly 
well by all men,oers who were here last session 
and took part in the debate on that measure, 
that I took up ,,n attitude with respect to 
it which was regarded by many people out
side as being inconsistent with and alto
gether disloyal to the platform which I had 
signed previous to coming into this House. 
I simply wish to go over a few details in 
connection with that matter in anticipation 
of the next measure that is to come before 
us for consideration, because it is necessary 
for me to define the position which I have 
taken up, and which I consider to be in the 
interest of the progress of the essential prin
ciple of democra,cy. Last session I took up 
the position that ihe principle of ma}ority 
rule justifieCl me in the attitude I assumed 
with regard to the Religious Instruction in 
State Schools Bill. Many people outside dis
agreed with me, and attempted to flout me 
and induce me to go against a distinct promise 
I ha,d made to s·~pport the Bill, supposing 
the referendum decided in its favour. But 
I persevered in my attitude. I was called 
up; I obeyed a request sent to me by several 
members of a'; organisation in my electorate, 
and proceedea to that centre and gave some 
explanation of my attitude with respect to 
the Bill. I went up there and found that 
they had practically decided that if I per
severed in carrying out the promise which I 
had made I should be expelled from that 

[Mr. IJrawford. 
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body. I told them straight out that it did 
not matter what they did, I had signed my 
name to a promise, and I would carry out 
that pr<Jmisc. (Hear, hoar !) 

Mr. LENNO:s-: Did you nc•t sign a pledge 
as well? 

Mr. ORA WFORD: I did, but if any cir
cumstance would release me from a pro
mise, it weuld also release me from a 
pledge. I maintain that I adhered con
sistently to both, because I believe that, 
whether I had given a promise or not, I 
was perfectly consistent in voting for a 
measure demanded by a referendum, as the 
referendum is an essential plank of the 
Labour platform. I voted for that measure, 
and it was passed into law. Then some 
members of the Fitzroy Workers' Political 
Organisation came together and expelled 
me from that body-told me that I was no 
longer a member of that organisation-and 
thereby emphatically said that I was not to 
be regarded in future as a Labour member, 
and that I must not look again for nomina
tion in tl:e Labour interest. When that in
formation came to me I arranged for a 
meeting in my electorate, and went up 
there and addressed one of the largest meet
ings ever held at Mount Morgan in justi
fication of my conduct in standing up here 
as a representative, not as a delegate, of the 
people, and expressing my opinion and ful
filling my promise, and thus upholding the 
essential principle of democracy-that of 
majority rule. That meeting passed a vote 
of confidence in me by a very large 
majority. I came down here, and I found 
that the members of the party with whom 
I had been associated ever since I came 
into this House took another view of the 
matter, and regarded some expressions used 
by me in my attempt to defend myself as 
completely disloyal to the party. The effect 
is obvious from the fact that I am standing 
up on the back bench, and in my having 
taken up the position of one who will con
sider every measure from an independent 
standpoint, and as one who will do his best 
as a member unconnected with the Labour 
party to advance the principles of de
mocracy. I do not wish to say severe things 
to my late comrades. My attitude towards 
them in tl-.is House is one largely of com
passion-compassion for members who are 
struggling to emancipate themselves from a 
thraldom under which I know many of them 
are groaning. 

GovERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! and 
Opposition laughter. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: That is all I wish to 
say in that respect, ·and I will not proceed 
any further. I have made what ·appears 
me to be the necessary definition of 
position which I shail hold for the future 
this Parli-ament-that of being hee to regard 
every measure brought in from the non-partv 
point of view. •and to •support or oppose !t 
a<:A"ording as I think it to be in the interest.> 
or ag-ainst the interests of the people of 
Queensland. 

GovERNMENT MEli1BERS : Hear, he·ar ! 
Mr. ORA WFORD: It is upon that prin

ciple that I shaH take my stand for the 
future in this P·arliament. Whether I come 
back here again or not, I shall take the stand 
here .and outside that majority rule must 
pre·vail, and that no body, whether it be a 
Lahour orgnis•ation or any other organis-a
tion, has the right to come between me and 
the majority of the people whom I represent. 
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'That I conceive to be the ·essential principle 
of democr.acy, and upon that princip;e I 
.take my stand. 

GovERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. BOOKER (Jtia·ryboro1<(Jh): Before 
.. a·ddressing myself to the question before the 
House, as a Queenslander I desir.e to pay a 
tribute to the late Speaker, t.he Hon .. ). T. 
Bell. One of the brightest, if not the brig.htest, 
after tne J.ate Hon. T. J. Byrnes, he was 

::in the first flight of Australians, and I desire 
to pay tribute to his memory. At the si!Jme 
·time, I desire to convey my appreciation to 
you, Sir, upon seeing you wher.e you are, 
for I am quite satisfied that the longer we 
know you in tha·t chair as Speaker the morE: 
-we shaU appreciate your unbiaswd conduct, 
and your geperal courtesy to both sides of 
the House. After listening to the hon. mem
ber for Fitzroy, I take off my hat, metaphori
cally, to a manly man, who mad·e •a manly 
speech in t.he conditions under which '•s 
found himself. (HBar, hear !) Listening t.o 
the attack of the ·acting leader of the L.abo u· 
party, I think ·he paid .a compliment to the 
··Government by his -speech. There was noth
·ing_ in that speech that was damaging tD the 
pohcy of the GovBrnment. He was partie·,,. 
lady sympathetic towards the policy; but in 
that forensic w.ay which is cha!"acteristic of 
the hon. member, he made a. personal attack 

the. Premier, and one reference-that 
to "Yong.aJ,a "~did not·do the bon. mem-
ber too much credit. 

Mr. LENNON: It did not do your leader 
ioo much credit. 

Mr. BOOKER: That episode was too sad 
to attempt to make political capital out of, 
and I behove that the hon. member is sorry 
now for taking up the attitude he did in 
ce>;:ncction with the matter. The whole of 
his speech appeared to me to be a matter 
·of fighting a shadow. The main feature of 
the present Administration under its new 
leadership-the leadership of Mr. Denham
is on the lines of the policy laid down by 
the late Premier, Mr. Kidston, and after 
'listening to the speech of the Premier last 
riight, I am quite satisfied that the bon. 
gentleman has grasped the essentials of the 
government of this country. The essen
·tials are development-the building up of a 
nation. We have all the resources to enable 
the Government to carry out a progressive 
policy and to foot the bill. The best indi
cation of that is that when times were very 
hard and the country was suffering from 
adversity, more particularly because of 
drought and financial conditions-which were 
not peculiar to Queensland alone at that 
time but were common to the whole com
mercial world-there was a policy then of de
velopment, and it was identified with the name 
·of the senior member for Townsville, the 
Hon. R. Philp. The hon. gentleman carried 

·out a policy of development at that time 
which to-day stands to his credit and to the 
·credit of this State. If it were not for the 
policy of railway construction we would 
·to-day be in financial straits. H is eae v 
·to realise that it is the enhanced railwa'V 
.revenue that is financing this State to-day. 
Last year we were short by £380,000 in our 
receipts from the Federal Treasury, and 
·at the same time we were approximately 
£1,000,000 to the good as against our rail
way revenue of five or seven years ago. 
When one realises those two facts, one can 
.quite understand the benefits of the for-
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ward policy of the' Philp Administrat,ion 
and the wisdom of this. Parliament doing 
hkcwrse. And thrs Parliament is about to 
do likewise. vVe have made a start and we 
are going to continue the policy of' develop
ment, not only in regard to railways, but in 
opening up our ports to give shipping facili
ties for our exports. That just reminds me 
that there is a circumstance to which I 
would like to draw the attention of the 
Government, and it is this-that while thrw 
are opening up our lands by railways, and 
making the best possible use of those lands, 
that means further production, which neces· 
sitates finding new markets. I would just 
draw the attention of the members of the 
Government to the fact that the bulk of our 
produce is now bein"'" dumped into one 
market-the market of Great Britain, or, to 
be more correct, the market of London. 
Now, there are Continental markets that 
offer even brighter prospects to our pro
ducers. Take one instance-the port of 
Genoa. The port of Genoa could be made 
the feeder of something like 100,000,000 people 
in Central Europe-Northern Italy, Switzer
land, and Austria, and even further north 
and west. I am quite certain that by giving 
a small subsidy to one of the steamship 
companies which have a service to the Gulf 
of Genoa, it would lead to an enormous 
development of our trade. Within the last 
six months there are firms in Australia
one firm notably-which have shipped over 
£96,000 worth of Australian meats, and 
owing to the shipping facilities being bette; 
in the South, the hulk of the orders were 
secured in the South and were shipped from 
the South. Now, I desire to point out that 
the country or the individual which is first 
in a market to establish itself will derive 
considerable benefits afterwards and I take 
it that if our Government c~n see their 
way to grant a subsidy to a service between 
here and Genoa, there is a possibility 
an enormous expansion of our trade 
Central Europe, more particularly in meats 
hides, and by-products of meatworks butter' 
cheese, and many other. items of' export: 
Where there are 100,000,000 people to feed' 
we can quite realise that if we once estab: 
]ish ourselves the producers of this country 
will have an immense future. To show th, 
value of a judicious subsidy to a countrv 
I need only refer to the Orient Company'~ 
boats commg to Queensland. Eighteen years 
ago Carl Zoeller, one of our Brisbane citi
zens, was importing Italian tinned butter 
for consumption in this State; last year our 
exports oversea of butter produced in this 
~tate amounted approximately to £1,000,000 
m value, and at the present time there is 
so much butter being .manufactured'> ill( 
Queensland-more particularly in the south
eastern portion of the State-that the 
Orient Company's boats cannot take the 
butter away from the port of Pinkenba. It 
was the granting of a judicious subsidv 
that developed that particular trade to an 
enormous extent. The subsidy also did this: 
Under the shipping conditions at the time 
the subsidy was arranged with the Orient 
Company Queensland butter in the London 
market stood at 7s. per cwt. lower than the 
butter from the Southern States and New 
Zealand. The result to-day is that owing 
to the facilities that the Orient Company 

are giving to shippers, our 
[5 p.m.] butter now is within ls. per 100 

of par. That must appeal to the 
men of this Parliament who are directing 

Mr. Booker.] 
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the destinies of our great producing indus
tries. Notwithstanding the enormous in
crease and the improved quality of our 
butter, at the same time our shippers are 
prepared to pay something more by that 
ship than they are prepared to pay by 
other lines of steamers. The question has 
been raised to-day of the very admirable 
circumstances of the Government being in 
a position to give to the lower-grade officers 
of the Railway Department increased pay. 
I take the responsibility of what I am going 
to say now. It was passed across the Cham
ber this afternoon that one hon. member 
had voted for a lower wage for the men on 
the construction gangs. Now, we are about 
to employ many thousands of men on our 
construction works, and I just want to say 
this in all earnestness-and I accept the 
responsibility of saying it-if there is to be 
any increases to our railway workers, then 
we should give it to our permanent em
ployees first before we handle any question 
of increases to the railway workers, who are, 
in a sense, nomadic workers-! mean those 
that come from the other States and from 
oversea. Our responsibility lies in giving 
the best conditions to the men in our per
manent service. (Hear, hear !) Then if the 
country can manage it-if the country has 
not got it she cannot pay it-but if the 
countr·y can manag0 it, and 1f we want to 
be liberal and big-hearted at the expense of 
somebody else, let us do it, but our first 
consideration is to our permanent em
ployees. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL WAYS : The re
classification applies to the permanent em
plo:yeeB. 

Mr. BOOKER: That applies to what the 
Government have done. There are still men 
in the service that we, as the custodians of 
the public purse, should consider. There is 
room yet for the classification to spread it,self 
out and bring reasonably fair conditions to a 
large circle of our employees. There are a 
lot of these things that want attending to in 
the railway service, and the Minister has 
spent a great deal of his time in straighten
ing them out. The whole question of dealing 
witb. the classification of the Railway Depart
ment has been capably, sympathetically, and 
well managed, and I am quite certain, as 
time progresses, that there will be no fault 
to find with the railway administration of 
t.his country. (Hear, hear!) Dealing more 
particularly with the Speech, I might just 
mention the fact of the taking of the census. 
and my own particular electorate, for which 
I am the junior member, shows a small fall
ing off as compared with the census taken 
ten years previously. The bright feature 
about that is this: That the people of this 
country are going back from the towns and 
cities on t.o the land, and that i's the reason, 
and the legitimate reason, of Maryborough 
showing a slight falling off in its population. 
There are hundreds of young Maryborough 
men, and middle-aged men and old men, who 
have gone out from the town and settled in 
the far-famed Burnett district. That has 
gone on to a considerable extent, and it is 
one of the pleasing features in connection 
with· the indication of the census. On the 
question of the erection of further sugar-mills, 
the Premier dealt with that in its fullness, 
and I may just say, in passing, that I do 
hope that, when the time arrives for the 
'Government to deal with the construction of 
these mills, the conaitions will be considered 

[Mr. Booker. 

of giving to our manufacturers the right to
erect those mills. All things being equal, we 
hav" the legitimate nght to give our own 
manufacturers and our own employees in the 
big foundries the opportunity to participate 
in the development that rs talung place. I 
hope that the Australian manufacturers wilL 
have any preference, if any preference at all 
be given. As to the Liquor Bill, there can. 
be only one expression of opinion-that that 
Bill cannot be treated in any sense as a 
party Bill. All members should have the 
right to say just what they think about an 
important question of that nature. It is a 
question that has to deal with men and 
women who understood that they had taken 
their responsibilities believing certain things, 
and should any drastiC mrcumstance ar1se to
in any sense interfere with thecr legitimate 
trade interests, well, these people should not 
be sacrificed in the interests of any other· 
section. ·That Bill must be treated absolutely 
on its ments, and every member should have 
the right to speak and act according to his 
conscience and principles, and on a fair and 
honest basis. In connection with the pro
posal to make better provision for our State 
children, I may say that' when I was in 
Canada three years ago I was struck with the· 
system which is carried out in that country. 
A philanthropic lady named Mrs. Close has 
been carrying on for years a syst.em of hous
ing, and hao been ameliorating the conditions 
of the State children. She selects areas which' 
are climatically su'table and fertile, and 
farms are started, and-under the supervision 
of the State-the children are taken down to· 
these farms, well fed, well clothed, .and well 
looked after and taught, agricultural pursuits. 
I take it that our State Government would do 
the right thing if they would deal with our 
State children somewhat in that respect. 
Instead of he.rding our State children in semi
reformatories, there should be establi•shed in 
different parts of the State-more particu
larly in the healthy snd more salubrious parts 
of the State, wh'lre the land is good and the 
climate favourable-centres where children· 
can be looked after under humane condi
tions, well clothed, well fed, taught agricul
tural pursuits, made good men and women fit 
t,o go on our lands, and the:v will then pav 
back b:v their increased physical and mentar 
strength, and by their development of the 
country, something of what the State had to 
spend on them. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

l\1r. BOOKER: I throw out that suggestion 
to the Government. I was verv struck when 
in Canada at seeing vvhat was done there, and 
I take this opportunity of passing it on. In 
referring to the railwa.y policy oi the Go
vernment I can only say that no Government 
in any part of Australia ever laid down a 
policy that means more to their country than 
the Government laid down last session and 
the session before, and which this House saw 
fit to support, and it is only a corollary that 
we sho.uld have into our settled districts rail
ways to open up those districts and find land 
for the people who are coming into the· 
country. I might just say this in pa.ssing: 
that tj1e lands administration a.re straining 
all their resources to find land for the people, 
and no, reflection upon the administration of 
the Lands Department is fair and reasonable. 
The resources of the Lands Department are. 
taxed in every branch to do the best thing 
possible. I heard a remark passed that 
people could not find land: If there are any 
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· hon. members who have friends who want 
land in the Burnett I. can show them no end 
of land~Iand that 'is available, and I think 
that is the best rebuttal of the statement 

cmade. It is not fair to the Administration, 
and it is not fair to the officers of the depart
ment, to say they are not doing all they can. 
There is no department in the State that is 
more strenuously endeavouring to find what 
the people want, and I say now across the 
Chamber, and to members on my own side 
as well, that if they have any ±riends wh<> 
want land in the Burnett, I will show them 
land. I say the Burnett because 1 am more 
closely Jd<mtified with that district. If they 
want land, I can find them land. The land is 
there, and I do not think it is fair, leaving 
the Administration out of the question alto
gether, to say there is not a strenuous 

.endeavour by the officers of the Lands Depart
ment to deal with that great department as 
it ought to be dealt with. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. NEVITT (Carpentaria): The speeches 
so far upon this Address in Reply, if we are 
to take them. as a g-uide, particularly those of 
the two new members, the proposer and 
seconder, as to their conduct in this House-
well, I think they will c<mtinue to act in the 
capacity of the candid friends of the Govern
ment. Throughout I listened very car·efully 

.and attentively to the speech of the hon. mem
ber for Dalby, and it impressed me first of all 
as being a very parochial speech, and, 
secondly, as being a condemnation of the 

.administration of the Government in pr·etty 
well all its branches. The hon. member for 
Enoggera did not go so far in his condemna
tion o£ the Government, but in several in
stances he condemned the Government in its 
aC!m.inistration. I interjected, during the time 
he was speaking, as to the wages the present 
Government were paying, or had paid in the 
past. He replied he had nothing to do with 
·the past-it was the future he had to deal 
with. I then told the hon. member, and I tell 
him now, that the Queensland Government 
. are paying the very lowest rate of wages of 
'any Government in Australia. H that is a 
creditable position for any Government to find 
themselves in, then the hon. member for 
Enoggera is at liberty to follow them. That 
is an absolute fact, and I defy the Secretary 
'for Railways to deny it. Then I come to the 
·hon. member for J\1urilla-the farmers' rrpro
·sentative. I notice he adopted n. similar 
attitude. I do not know whether this session 
·;s going to be looked upon as an electioneer
·ing session or not. I am in a somewhat 
·similar position to that of the hon. member 
for Gympie, who the other .day said he was 
:speaking from under the gallows. 

Mr. RYLAND: The shadow of the g-allows. 

Mr. NEVITT: From under the shadow of 
'the gallows. Still, that will not deter me 
fro.m stating what I think is necessary and 
advisable. Then I come to the hen. member 
who has just resumed his seat. I listened very 
a.ttentively to what he had to say, and I 
think he was not altog:ether happy when he 
made use of the exnression he did in reference 
to the ill-fated "Yongala." As a proof of 
what my lE>ader stated in connection with his 
lead~r on this question, I will read a few re
marks that he passed, as an electioneering 
speech, or rather just prior to the referendum, 
and I am roing to quote from the Brisbane 
rCour·ier of the 12th f..pril of the present year. 

Mr. BRENNAN: Whose speech is that? 

Mr. NEVITT: It is an interview with the 
present Premier. He said-

" Ten years have passed, and though the States 
are now being asked to give vastly increased 
powers and authority to the Commonwealth, we 
find that the Federal Government has failed to 
deal with this question of coast lighting, as it 
has, indeed, failed with respect to many other 
services which the framers of the Constitution 
deemed fit and desirable matters for Common
wealth control." 

I say at that particular time the Premier 
knew that the '' Yongala" had gone, and he 
practically placed the responsibility of the loss 
of that ship upon the shoulders of the Federal 
Government. Wh.1t do we find? We find that 
It is the Premier and his Government, and 
past Governments, who are responsible for 
iche lighting of r.he Queensland coasts to-day, 
and I say, if ihe hon. member had read 
that and been conYersant with it, he would 
not have made the reference to it that he 
did. Proceeding further on the same ques
tion, the Premier mid-

" I find that the masters of our ships have 
many anxious hours whilst navigating the 
waters of our picturesque and beautiful north
east coast line." 

" In view of these circun1stances I purpose 
inquiring of the Prime Minister of the Common
wealth whether or not it is the intention of his 
Govern1nent to take over the responsibilities 
of the lights at an early date. At the same 
time I shall indicate a few places where iights 
are needed in order to insure greater public 
safety and relieve the strain nov1 cast on ship-
111asters.'' 

I placed upon the business-paper yesterday 
certain questions asking whether it was the 
intention of tho Government to place further 
lights on our co:tsts. There are certain 
places, some a distance of 105 miles apart, 
where there are EO lights at the present time, 
and I have it on the authority of shipping 
masters on the coast that they consider it is 
essential that lights should be placed some
where in the vicinity of· Cape Gloucester, 
Breaksea Spit, and St. Bees or Bailey Island. 
I placed that notice on the paper, and the 
Treasurer replied to-day it was not the 
ir.tention of the Government to place any 
further lights on the coast. Still, the 
Premier said just prior to the referendum 

. that our coast was dangerous, and it was 
necessary that more lights should be placed 
on the coast. Proceeding further in the 
same interview, he said-

" If it appears likely that there will be any 
delay in the matter of the Commonwealth tak
ing over the lights, then the State will take the 
necessary action to improve thB lighting along 
our coast.'' 

It is over three months since that ship was 
lost and thoRo valuable lives went down with 
it, and what has our Government done? 
They simply sent a letter to Melbourne. 
They complained about the Commonwealth 
not taking ovor the lights, but did they com
plain in the same way when the Commonwealth 
did not take over the note issue? Simolv 
because they wero recoi ving something (ik-;, 
£_2Q,OOO or £30,000 a year there was no com
piamt there. 1\.s Boon as tho Commonwealth 
exercises the powers the p~ople trusted them 
with, we find . them lamenting all the time 
all through the country. Their responsi
bilities have been here ever since responsible 
government was established in Queensland, 
anc~ yet we find they have neglected their 

Mr. Nevitt 1 
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responsibilities, and the lighting of our coasts 
is not such as it should be. Proceeding 

•further, the Premier said-
" During the past twa weeks I have had an 

exceptional opportunity of making close inves
tigation and inquiry into this question, and I 
have consulted reliable authorities and charts. 
These have led me to favour the early estab
lishment of certain new lights which, while 
they do not meet all that might be wished for, 
will fill blanks in our coast lighting system that 
are now more or less perilous, and will supply 
bearings for our shipmasters that will be of 
material value to them." 

And so he goes on enumerating places 
where he considered it absolutely essential 
that further lights sho11ld be placed. That 
proves conclusively that the present Govern
ment and past Governments have neglected 
their responsibility in that diretion. I 
listened very attentively to the Premier last 
night. Among other things, he said it was 
the intention of the Government to intro
duce a Health Bill ; and I gathered from 
what he said that it is going to include a 
Pure Food and Drugs Bill. All I can say 
is that it is not before it was wanted. The 
hon. gentleman quoted from yesterday's 
Telegraph the fact tl: at one of his depart
ments was taking serious action in connec
tion with the adulteration of foods. I have 
a quotation from the Brisbane Courier
unfortunately I have not got the date--and 
this is what it says-

" Before Lieutenant-Colonel R. A. Moore, 
P.M., in the Central Summons Court yesterday, 
Elias Cox, Mount Gravatt, was proceeded 
against by Stephen Dudley, inspector of . the 
Health Department, on a charge that, on 9th 
April, he sold to Stephen Dudley a pint of 
1nilk not of the nature, substance, and quality 
demanded. 

"Defendant pleaded guilty." 
" A clerk from the office of the Crown Law 

Department said that the milk contained 11.1 
per cent. added water. He drew the attention 
of the bench to the fact that the defendant had 
been· previously convicted of a similar offence, 
and on that occasion had been fined £5. The 
department, however, had no desire to be vin-
dictive." · 

Goodness knows, our infantile mortality is 
great enough ; yet when a man is pro
secuted for adulterating milk-which is the 
food of so many infants-by adding 11.1 per 
cent. of water, we find an officer of a Go
vernment department stating to the bench 
that there was no desire to be vindictive. , 

Mr. MULLAN: It migl_ t have been respon
sible for a baby's life. 

Mr. NEVITT: More than likely for the 
lives of many babies. Everyone knows that 
many mothers are not able to supply their 
babies with their natural food, and the best 
substitute is cow's milk; :vet the Govern
ment allow one of their officers to go into 
court and say there is no desire to be vin
dictive-no desire to press for a heavy 
penalty. A Government that allows such 
things is not worthy of the name of a Go
vernment, and should not be tolerated by 
the people of a respectable community. A 
day or two before the same gentleman was 
presiding on the bench when a woman was 
brought before him for pilfering in shops; 
and this is what is recorded in the Telegraph 
of the 16th May-

" The police magistrate (to. the accused) : 
What have you got to say? 

"I am very sorry," the woman murmured. 
"You are what is commonly called a shop

lifter," said the police magistrate. " I have no 

[Mr. Nevitt. 

doubt in my own mind that there are half "' 
dozen cases where you have purloined goods, 
and got oi~ scot-free. This bench determined 
last year that in all cases of shoplifting terms 
of imprisonment were to be imposed. The 
thing must be stopped." In this case the 
woman seemed to have no excuse whatever. 
Her case could not be just an accident, for 
there had been four cases against her before. 
Her husband ought to look after her more. 

"A sentence of three months' imprisonment 
was ilnposed." 

That is the same gentleman who only im
posed a fine of £8 in the case of a man who 
adulterated milk to the extent of 11.1 per 
cent.-a matter affecting the lives of many 
of our valuable citizens; and when a woman. 
was charged with purloining goods he gave 
her three months without any option. 
Where is the justice in that? It is the old 
story-a law for the rich and a law fer the
poor. In connection with this matter, the 
Premier said last night that it was not 
possible for any Government to dictate to
U e magistrates; but, while that may be all 
very well, I say it is the duty of the Go
vernment not to allow any of their officers 
in a case of this kind to practically in-
struct the magistrate not to impose a severe 
penalty. There is only one way of dealing 
with this matter, and that is by nationalis
ing or municipalising the milk business. 
Unfortunately the Lady Chelmsford Milk 
Institute, which has done good work up to 
date, has had to close its doors. I under
stand that at present it is run by a private 
individual. I do not know on what con· 
ditions; but I know it is very necessary U at 
an institute of this kind should be estab
lished not only in Brisbane, but in every 
other community where large populations 

gathered. It is absolutely essential, if 
lives of infants are to be preserved, that 

should be able to get chemically pure 
Some little time ago Dr. Turner, who 

was one of the advisory staff of the Lady 
Chelmsford Milk Institute, put a letter in 
the Courier of the 30th May of the present 
year, in wl ich he said-

" Of late years the problen1 of a milk supply 
for infants that shall be chemically pure and 
bacteriologically innocuous has much exercised 
the minds of those anxious to reduce the rate 
of infantile 1norta1ity in all civilised countries. 
More p:?orticularly in France and America have 
large and well-directed efforts been made to, 
obtain this desirable result." · 

It is a well-known fact that in our ciimate, 
which is all that can be desired as far as 
climate is concerned, unfortunately at cer
tain periods of the year it is absolutely im
possible to keep milk for any consider<tble 
length of time; and, considering present 
conditions under which milk is produced. and 
distributed in Brisbane, it is absolutely im
possible for it to be chemically pun. Dr. 
Turner says, further, speaking of the Lady 
Chelmsford Milk Institute-

" We have shown that such milk can be pro
vided for infants in this city, even during the 
heat of 2. Queensland summer, and that by 
providing srnall ice chests, and distributing ice, 
it will keep well for. twenty-four hours and 
longer, the cost being less than that of a double 
deliver:,- daily. vv~o have c.l.-:') c:~ow:l -::~:at tlleru 
is a public demand for such milk at a price 
considerably above that given for milk ordi
narily supplied. Indeed, the increased demand 
has proved an embarrassment to us, for it has 
been too great for our means of delivery." 

I maintain that the Govj)rnment should not 
have allowed the institute to go out of use 
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in the way it 1 as done. If the Government 
had the welfare of the community at heart 
they would have taken over the institution 
and run it as a State institution until it 
could have been run municipally or other
wise. Proceeding further, he said-

" We are now supplying the food of fully 200 
infants daily, of whom some twenty-five obtain 
the milk at a reduced price ; and to twenty
four it is delivered free of cost." 

That shows the necessity for such an in
stitution. I would like to know how tl ose 

individuals are being provided 
[5.30 p.m.] for or cared for at the present 

time. I suppose they are simply 
getting along the best way they can-which 
is the way the present Government proceed 
in measures affecting the poorer classes of 
the community. Dr. Turner further pro
ceeds-

" My personal observation of a number of 
infants so fed has demonstrated the value of 
our work. :B'or the most part they are healthy, 
thriving, well-nourished infants. Many infants, 
at first sickly or partially starved, have been 
restored to health, and I have no doubt that 
many lives have been saved. A weekly clinic 
is held at the institute, where such cases, in 
default of other medical advice, may receive 
free advice as to the best methods of feeding." 

l-etter by one of our most respected 
men in Brisbane, and he states that 

infants were receiving the pas~ 
milk that year a reduced cost, 

the time have, put up 
the way they can, ,and result 

will an increased death rate amongst our 
infants in the future, if some methods are 
not acdopted to keep the question of pas· 
teurised milk before the people of Brisbane. 
Further, he said-

" vVe approached the Government on the ques
tion of the necessary capital, and have met 
with a refusal, and with a hint, which it would 
be foolish to ignore, that we cannot count on 
a continuance of the Government subsidy on 
which we depend for solvency, under present 
conditions--" 

showing that the Government ,do not con
sider that this is ,a question in which they 
should take any action. They can find ,a con· 
siderable amount of money to bring people 
to our shores, but they will not raise their 
little fing.er to save the lives of the infants in 

midst. (Hear, hear !) That is the posi
we have to re-cognise. Where is there 

.asset than our native-born? 
OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. NEVITT: It is the duty of those 
gentlemen over there to see that they get 
fair and proper treatm<mt after they come 
into the world. If their unable, 
or \iVill not give it to is the 
duty of the Government ono ease to 
provide, and in the other to compel the 

to do it. (Hear, hear 1) There is a 
quotation by Dr. Turner, who says-

" Let 1ne now briefly point out the lessons 
that I draw from our work. Happy are the 
infants w:tlose mothers are able and willing to 
provide them with their natural food for the 
first year. Less happy, but still fortunate, are 
those whose mothers after the first month or 
two are able to feed them with the milk of 
theil' own cows, or of the cows of some neigh
bour. For the others there is but a choice of 
evils, a choice which they share with most 
infants during the second year of life. Cows' 
milk bought in the ordinary way .js a liquid of 
uncertain composition--" 

\Ve know that, because it is borne out by 

the Tecords of our law courts. Then we have 
the report of our analytical chemist, which 
tells us the same .as Dr. Turner now tells 
us-
" and extremely liable during the summer months 
especially to be contaminated with organisms 
that are fatal to infant life. Dried millt is a 
poor substitute. Many infants cannot extract 
fr01n it the necessary nourishment. J\IIany no 
doubt do indifferently or moderately well ; none, 
I think, very well, though their mothers may 
think they do so. Apart from milk in some 
fonn ther·e is no infant food." 

And yet we find this Government so hard
hearte-d and callous that the'Y won't raise 
their little finger to protect the lives of our 
infants. That br.ings me to a quotation from 
one of the greatest political economists of 
the last century, in connection with the 
.adulteration of foods-

" Penalties light or severe will not materially 
check that impulse. If the penalties are severe 
the courts will not enforce them." 

We have, i1lustrations of i:Jl,at in Brisbane. 

"And if they are light the trade will disregard 
them." 

That is the position, ,and there is only one 
method by whioh that can be rectified, and 

·that is ,either by municipalisation or nationali-
ootion. (Hem·, hear !) I have ,another quo
tation from Herbert Spencer in oonne•ction 
with the ,adulteration of foods. He says-

" Swindle a 1nan through forgery, and you get 
pinched ; swindle him through ra.isrepresenta-
tion of goods, make money through decep-
tion, you are a respectable citizen. Poison 
a man with arsenic, and you swing from the 
gallows ; poison hin1 with adulterated foods, 
quack n1cdicines, and diseased meats, and no 
sleuth hound haunts your footsteps. Kill a 
man with a crowbar, and you swing for it; 
kill him by overwork, and you are called a 
capta·in of industry." 

TJ::tat is eJCadly the condition wJ::tich the 
gentlemen on the other side by their actions 
-I do not mean to infer that that is what 
they intend-but their .action has been such 
as to bring ahout the conditions as stated 

Herbert Spencer. Before leaving this 
let me call the attention of the 

of Queensland to the way this Govern
and past Governments have looked 

fertiliser. What .are the conditions 
on those who dispense and 1sell feT
and distribute them through the 

and breadth of Queensland? Every 
within a stated period, forward 

for Agriculture samples of 
on sale by him, together with 

or brand bv which they are known, 
price he intefi,ds to sell at during the 
: and every bag and package must be 

Do we find the Government taking 
same interest where human Jife is at 
? Up to the time, I believe 
the ,quality of and drugs on sale 

the citv of Brisbane-aye, .and throughout 
length and breadth of Queensl,and-has 

such 'aS I do not think you can find in 
other State of the Commonwealth. Fur· 

the Fertiliser Act requires the number 
net pounds contained in the parool to be 

stated, and the brand or trade mark by which 
it is known, and Vhe proportion per centum 
of nitrogen, phosphoric .acid, and pota,sh 
contained therein. In addition, the vendor 
must furnish Dve.r:v purchaser with a certifi
cate, sif[ned b:v himself or ,agent, with full 
name, place of -business, 'and quantity sold. 
'Why do the Government not take the same 
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interest and care where human foo·d is con
cerned, as they take in the distribution of 
fertilisers? Am I to mfer from that that 
this is -a Government that is simply cDn
:sidering the interests of the farme_rs ox;ly? 
because that is what it means. It IS a JUSt 
and right l:aw that, when you go .into a store 
and ,a.sk for -a ce.rtain .artic:e, you ought to be 
:able to get it. It is a very good P.recaution, 
but if the precaution is necessary m oonnec· 
tion with the disp<msing of fertilisers, h0w 
much more necessary is it in connection with 
food and drugs that we have to consume? 
L·ast year I believe there were over a thou
sand tons o:f goods destroyed in (~ueensland 
,as unfit for human consumption, yet t.he .sell
ing of food :and drugs is not hedged round 
with the conditions which are requir<ld, and 
the time h<ts arrived when more stringent 
oonditions shouJ.d be imposed on .all dis
tributors of food .and d-rugs. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: If they 
are not hedged round by conditions, why was 
the food destroyed? 

Mr. NEVI'J:"l'_: 'I'hey are hedged round to 
a certain extent. The law lays down certain 
conditions, but they do not go far enough. 
Let the Minister look up the annual report 
of the Commissioner of Public Health 
for last year in connection with the 
Lady Chelmsford Milk Institute. He says 
milk is adultemted to the extent of 30 or 40 
per cent. in some instances, and yet our 
GoYernrnent has brought about only 'four or 
six . prosecutions during the last year ! I 
hold that if any man or woman has been 
guilty of adulterating food the second time 
they came before the court. they should go 
to gaol. If you send a mev:1 or woman to 
gaol for pilfering out of a shop, you should 
put far more sev•Jre punishment upon any 
man who puts adulterated goods in the shape 
of food upon ~he ;·,,ark8t. 1t should be dealt 
with far more Etringently than any other 
crime, because it is a crime of the worst 
kind. I now come to the question of immi
gration. Tho Premier, when speaking on 
this question 1 ast night, tried to make a 
good deal of 0apital out of the attitude of 
this party to immigration. On the 4th of 
this month the TJ nder Secretary to the 
Treasury stated that from the year 1900 to 
1909, the Government of Queensland had in
troduced 9, 760 immigrants into Queensland. 
That led me to go thi·ough the ABC tables 
supplied by our Mr. \Veedon, the Troa
surer's tables, and Knibbs's Year Book. The 
tables relating to 'he Treasurer's Financial 
Statement for 1909-10 show that in 1900-1 we 
spent £57,057 on immigration; in 1901-2, 
£21,726; in ·1902-3, £13,877; in 1903-4, 
£9,456; in 1904-5, £8,458; in 1905-6, £7,645: 
in 1906-7, £5,332; 1907-8, £22,662; and in 
1908-9, £46,946. 'fhe total amount spent on 
immigration during those nine years was 
£193,163 for bringing out 9,760 people, which 
is, roughly, an average cost of £19 15s. per 
head. Reading those figures, I wa.s led to 
consider what became of the people who 
were brought out to Queensland. I find on 
looking at the Treasurer's tables for last 
year, page 12, that the estimated population 
of Queensland in 1899-1900 was 512,604, and 
that the following sear it had dwindled down 
to 494,166. Evidently some corrections ha:l 
to be made there because of some over-esti
mate, and the actual population in 1900-1 
was 494,116. Therefore, I take those figures 
as a basis for my argument. From the 
year 1901 till 1909 the births which took 
place in Queensland numbered 127,791, and 
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the deaths duting the same period amounted 
to 51,214, which leaves a· net increase . of 
births over deaths of 76,577 for those nme 
vears so that the population in 1909 sho~1ld 
have 'been 570,704, taking into consideration 
only the excess of births over deaths. As a 
matter of fact, however, the population then 
was only 558,237. During that period . the 
Government spent £193,000 of the pubhc 
money in bringing people from other 
countries to Queoasbnd, thon!'fh we could 
not supply work for 12,000 native-born per
sons in the State. In other words, 12,000 of 
our native-born people, and the 9,700 people 
immirrrants for whose passages we pard 
£!93,000, left the State. 

Mr. MORGAN: Didn't the :Labour party 
keep the Government in power during that 
period? 

Mr. NEVITT: '!.'hat is the reason wl_lY we 
do not believe in the present form of Immi
gration. Members on this side_ of the. Hou~e 
are just as desiro_us of seemg this. fa1r 
country of Queensland populated w_Ith a 
respectable class of people as anyone m the 
House. Nobody on this side of the House 
has ever attempted to keep anybody out, 
but we have said, and we still say, that the 
Government could utilise that money to far 
better advantage in opening up our natural 
resources, and thus attract people to our 
shores whom we should be able to keep, and 
who would not go to other countries. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS; According 
to your figures our population must have 
increased by 58,000 up to last year. 

Mr. NEVITT: No; if the hon. gentleman 
would pay attention he would see that the 
figures I have given are correct. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The census 
gave our population RS 612,000. 

Mr. NEVITT: I am quoting the figures 
for 1908-9 as a basis, because the Under
Secretary for the Treasury has st":ted that 
during the decade 1900 to 1909 we Imported 
9, 760 people at a cost . of £193,000 .. I am 
pointing out that durmg that penod we 
lost 12,000 of our natural increase, besides 
those 9, 760 immigrants, or a total of 21,769. 
The Treasurer's tables, Mr. Weedon s 
tables and Mr. Knibbs's tables state the 
figure~ that I have quoted. Sine~ Queens
land initiated the system of assisted pas
sages to immigrants we have spent no less 
a sum than £3,464,131 on immigration. The 
party with which I am associated t;~ainta!n 
that if that £3,000,000 had been utlhsed m 
developing our latent resources, such as iron 
mines we should not have had to send a 
contr;ot worth £300,000 for rails and fasten
ings to the old countrv, as we have had to 
do; and that by developing that in.dustry 
and giving fair and reasonable assistance 
to the mining industry, the conditions of the 
people in this State would be so attr,.ctive 
that people on the other side of the world 
would flock here without our having to 
pay their passages. 

Mr. MORGAN: We are getting people 
from all over the world. 

Mr. NEVITT: We are, but I think the 
money devoted to immigration could haYe 
been spent to much better advantage in the 
way I haYe indicated. 

Mr. MORGA!\ : The inducements must be 
good, or the people would not come here. 

Mr. NEVITT: No doubt members on the 
other side have read the speech delivered 
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-the other day by Dr. Taylor in the Council. 
I am not going to vouch for the statements 
that gentleman made, because I do not know 
whether they are true or otherwise, but I 
say that a gentleman with the professional 
reputation of Dr. Taylor, and having the 
opportunities for observation which that 

_gentleman possesses, would not have made 
the statements he did unless he had good 
:eason for doing so. The fair and rational 
mference from his statements is that the 

-Goyernment are not exercising that super
VISion over the introduction of immigrants 
that the:v should exercise in the old country 
. before they go on board. The ether day I 
was reading an a_rti!Jle by Professor Stephen 
Leacock, a patr10t10 American and came 

-across the following passage on' the subject 
of Immigrants introduced into the States of 

-America:-

" They arc in a great n1easure mere herds of 
the proletariat of Europe, the lowest class of 
mdustn:"l society, without home or work, fit 
ObJ~C~s mdeed for philanthropic pity, but very 
Indifferent material from which to build the 
Commonwealth of the future. In this areat 
change_ of domicile the people of the !;west 
economic development are in the vanguard." 

l sinc!"rely hope that we are not going to 
·dnft mto that condition· but if we are to 
pay any attention to the' rem;,rks made by 
Dr. Taylor, I .am ~fraid there is a good 
deal.m connect10n With our system of immi

-!]'ratwn that is akin to conditions existing 
In the States of Amenca. Some little time 
ago the Government brought 600 or 800 
navv1e~ from England, and what did our 

_patriotic Government do on that occasion? 
I understand that the "Waipara," with 
600 souls on board, was detained in More
t<_>n Bay for three days, although the corona
twn celebratwns were taking place in Bris
bane at the time. I would like to know 
why those 600 people, after being on board 
sFup for forty-two or forty-five days, were 
kept m Moreton Bay three days longer than 
there was any necessity for. 

Mr. MoRGAN: They were kept there for the 
good of their health. . 

Mr. LENNON: As i.f it were a slave ship. 

Mr. ~EVITT: That is the sort of intelli
gence the hon. member sho.ws with regard to 
the question of immigration. 

Mr. MoRGAN: What would vou do with 
:them? · 

Mr. NE-VITT: I would certainly have 
allowed them to come to Brisbane after being 
granted pratique, and: it has never heen 
~sserted that any difficulty in regard to grant
mg pratique was the reason why they were 
not allowed to land. When people are 
brought from oversea in the manner in which 
those people were brought, they should be 
given the same liberty as every other member' 
of the community, and they should have been 

. allowed to land and take part in the corona· 
tion celebrations which were then taking 
place. 

Mr. MoRGAN: \Vas not all the accommoda
tion taken up by visitors from all parts c;f 
Queensland? 

Mr. NEVITT: There iJ another intelligent 
interjection from the hon. member. Thi,s is 
the progressive policy of the present Govern· 
ment-introducing people here and then keep
ing them in the 'bay three days longer than 
there was any necessary for. Now I come to 
the so-called prosperity of Queensland. Whilst 

_I rejoice tha.t there is a great amount of pro;;-

per~ty in Queen,sland, unfortunately that pros
penty IS confined to far too few of our people 
at the present time. All vo.u have to do is 
just .to look at the last report of the Commis
sioner for Income Tax. The Commissioner 
tells us that only 2 per cent. of our population 
are in a position to pay income tax. It doc~ 
not look as if ther.e is much prosperity if only 
2 . per cent. of our total population are in 
receipt of incomes of over £200 per annum. 
'\Ve find that of those who are paying income 
ta.x 40 per cent. are pastoralists, 16 per cent. 
belong to the mercantile community, 8 per 
cent. to the mining community, 7~ per cent . 
to the manufacturing classes, 3:} per cent. by 
banks. 3 per cent. by absentees, and 3 per 
cent. by employees. 

lYir. lYIORGAN: What about the farmei·s? 

lYir. NEVITT: Your prosperous farmers 
arc not even mentio.ned. 

The SECRETARY FOI\ AGRICULTURE: YOU will 
no~ allow them to get a chance. 

lYir. NEVITT: According to the Commis
sioner for Income Tax, there is not one farmer 
in Queensland who is earning £200 a year. 
This brings me to another phase of the same 
question. 'l'he other day at the annual meet
ing of the Brisbane Chamber of Co.mmerce 
the retiring chairman, Mr. Mackenzie, 
lamented tthat the meTcantile community 
were paying so much in the shape of income 
tax, and he also lamented the fact that the 
pastoralists were paying so much. Well, n 
the mercantile community were not in a 
position to pay income tax in prosperous 
times, how could you expect them to. pay 
anything when times are bad? I say that any 
man who asks to be relieved of taxatwn when 
they admit the times are more prosperous 
than they have ever been in the history of the 
mercantile community of Brisbane, is not pre
pared to pay his fair and reasonable share to 
the cost of the government of the country 
which gives them the protection under whiCh 
they are able to earn a living. 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER : They did not get 
what tfiey asked ·for. 

Mr. NEVITT: Fortunately they did not get 
what they asked for. and I W!W glad to see 
that the Premier did not g·ive them any 
encouragement. But the fact remains that 
they asked for it. Further, at the same meet
ing the chairman said-

Why do not the Government turn ronnd and 
ilnpose a land tax? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: We will 
have them fighting· you at the next election. 

lYir. NEVITT: That is what the late chair. 
ma.n of the Brisbane Chamber o£ Commerce 
recommended the Government to do. In fact, 
he went so far as to say that he did not under· 
stand why the Treasurer of Queensland in 
the past had not go.t some revenue from that 
source. It meant, "Tax the other fellow and 
let JUe go free." The mercantile community 
of Brisbane, who are living- on the whole oof 
Queensland, say, " Tax the fellow on the 
land, but let me go free." 

Mr. O'SuLLIVAN: And they are members of 
the People's Progressive League-the farmers' 
friend. 

;\Ir. NEVITT': The sa.me gentleman gave 
us ano.ther bit of logic. He complained that 
the regulations governing all exports had 
been made more stringent. The main trouble 
was the system of fining for short weight. 
'fhey, as the trading- community, were robbing 
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the people by giving them short weight, 
and this gentleman considered it was the 
duty of the Government, when they found 
It ~mt, to allow them to make up the short 
weight .. I wonder how that logic would act in 
the _polwe court. Let the same logic be 
applied to the rest of the communitv. 

Mr. O'SULLivAN: Apply it to a burglar .. 

Mr. NEVITT: Men of that class are 
burglars of the wc;rst type. At the presen't 
time the Federal Government are very 
mo~est I:> dealing with merchants. Through 
thmr legislation Australian goods have got a 
better name on the markets of the world than 
the_ goods. of any other State. Buyers are 
satisfied With the Government certificate and 
do not inquire for brands o:r the produ'ce of 
any particular State-they are satisfied with 
the Government certificate, as they know from 
that what they are getting. But some of the 
gentlemen of the Brisbane Chamber of Com
merce 'l'fant that altered. Thev are allowed 
to adulterate their goods. The'v are allowed 
to adultera~e butter, for instance, as much as 
ever they hke. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: 'Cp to 16 per cent. 
Mr. NEVITT: They can adulterate it as 

much as ever they like if it is sold in the 
State. If it is intended to be exported over
sea, they can. o;nly add up to J. 6 per cent. of 
water. But m the country where it is pro
duced, and where we have ·only 2 per cent. of 
the toal population paying inco-me tax, thev 
can add as much water as the butter wifl 
carry, and Government lo.ok calmly on 
and allow to make fortunes on that 
bas1s. 

;\1r. COYNE: Isn't this a butter Government? 
Mr. NEVI'rT: The other day I rang up 

Mr. Weedon, the Government Statistician 
al_ld asked him whether it was possible fm: 
him to g1ve me the purchasing- power of a 
£1-note to-day compared with its purchasing 
power five or s1x years back. Unfortunately 
he had not the data at his disposal to enable 
him to do that. but he told me' that the Com
monwealth Statistician, 1\Ir. Knibbs, had 
made arran&rements in connection with the 
taking of the recent census to get data to 
enable him to compile a table sbowin(( the 
relative purchasing power of a £1-note to-dav 
compared with it' purchasing power a fn'V 
years back. Wha.t ca.used me to ask for the 
information was that some little .while arro. 1 
saw a table, supposed to have been compiled 
by the Victorian Statistician, showing- that 
to-day a £1-note would only go as far as 
14s. 6d .. would go five years ago. That being 
so, I w1sh to call the attention ~f the Secre
tary for Railways to the fac.t that he is paying 
the same rate of wages to"rlay to a large 
number of the lower-paid servants of the 
State as had been paid for the past ten years. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That is not 
so. 

Mr. NEVI'fT: To a larg-e number of thcm1. 
Just before the tea adjournment I stated that 
a number of railway servants in Queenohnd 

were in receipt of wages from 6s. 
[7 p.m.] per day upwards, and the Minister 

for Railways interjected that it 
was not true. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You said 
they were receiving- the same wages that 
they received ten years ago. 

Mr. NEVlT'l': . During the tea hour I 
looked up the Government Gazette for last 
year, and I find there, " Ca.sey, twenty-seYen 
years, 6s. per day." 
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The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: What 
about the reclafsificatton? 

Mr. NEVITT: I also find watchman, 6s, 
6d. ; Chapman, porter, 7s. There is one man. 
twenty-seven years of age who receives a 
salary of 6s. per day from the Railway De
partment. Dul'ing the recent recess· lVIr. 
Mullan, the hon. member for Charte·rs. 
Towers; Mr. Coyne, the hon. member for 
vV arrego, and myself, paid a visit to South 
Australia, and, during a conversation we had 
with Mr. Verran, the Premier of that State, 
I told him that I had once heard his pre
decessor, :Mr. Tom Price, say it ·was one of 
the proudest moments of his life when he 
could say that there was not a man. in the 
railway service who received less than· 7s. 
a day. Mr. Verran said, "I can go one better· 
than that. There is not one man in the 
South Australian railway service to-day who 
gets less than 8s. a day." (Hear, hear!) 
That statement has already been confirmed 
hy iYir. Mullan, t'he hon. member for Charters. 
Towers. I would like the Queensland Go
vernment to be in a position to say that 
there is not a man in their service w.ho re
ceives less than 8s. per day. We are 
frequently told that Queensland is the best 
State in the group, and I have frequently 
said so myself, but at the same time I am 
ccmpelled to say that the Queensland Go
vernment pay a less rate of wages than any 
ct'her State in the g-roup. It is a disgrace to 
a Government that has got such resources as 
we have to keep paying such a scandalously 
low rate of wages as they are doing in the· 
railway s-ervice. vV ages generally in Queens
land are lower than in any other State
That is borne out by Knibbs, page 539. We
find from there in goldmining, for instance, 
that in Queensland they paid as low as 
6s. per day, the lowest wage paid' 
to goldminers of any State in Australia. 

Mr. CoLLIKS: They are paid lower than 
that. 

Mr. NEVITT: I am quoting from the 
latest figures given in Knibbs. Queensland· 
pays as lo-w as 6s. a da.y. Even little Tasmania 
pays 7s. a day; then we have vVestern Aus
tralia, 9s. ; South Australia, 8s. ; Victoria, 
7s., and New South Wales, 6s. 6d. Those 
are the minimum rates paid. T'hen, for brace-
men, New South Wales 7s.; Victoria, 
7s., and Queensland 33. per day. Just 
fancy the number of lives of men depending 
on the bracemen. and yet in Queensland: 
fhey are paid as low as 3s. 6d. per day ! In 
South Australia they are paid 8s.; ·western 
Austr'alia, 9s., and in T'asmania, 7s. 6d. 
Queensland is 50 per cent. lower than any 
other State in the group. Then, with regard· 
to platemen, we find the same thing applies. 
Victoria i.s the only State which pays a 
minimum rate near to Queensland. and they 
both pay 7s. per day. New South ·wales pays< 
7s. 6d.; South Australia, 8s.; Western Aus
traiia, 9s., and Tasmania, 7s. 6d. Miners 
are paid in New South \Vales, 7s.; Victoria, 
7s. 6d.; Queensland, 7s. 4d.; South Australia, 
9s. 6c.; Western Australia, lOs., and Tas-
mania, 7s. 6d., one State only paying a less 
rate of wages than what they are paying in 
Queensland. Then, for blacksmiths in Queens-
land they pay 6s. a day; New South Wales, 
9s. ; Victoria. 8s. 4d.; South Australia, 9s. 
6d. ; no quotation from vVestern Australia; 
Tasmania, 8s. The rate paid in Queensland' 
ranges from 50 to 20 per cent. less than the· 
wages paid to blacksmi'ths in the o,ther· 
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States. The wages paid to carpenters are
New South Wales, 9s.; Victoria, Ss. 4d.; 
Queensland, Ss. ; South Australia, lOs. 6d. ; 
no quotation from ·western Australia; Tas· 
mania, Ss. Tasmania is the only State in 
the group which pays as low a rate for 
carpenters as Queensland. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
How many carpenters can you get for lOs. 
a day now? 

Mr. NEVITT: I am taking my figures 
from the latest 1ssue of Knibbs. Then, for 
shift bosses Queensland pays ls. a day less 
than any other State. The figures are
New South Wales, lOs.; Queensland, 9s.; 
South Austraha, 13s.; Weshern Australia 
fls. Then, for timbermen the figUTes are-'
New South Wales, 9s.; Victoria, 8s. 4d.; 
Queensland, Ss. 2d.; South Australia, lOs.; 
Western Australia, 12s.; Tasmania, 8s. 4d. 
That confirms ·what we have always said 
that the _worker is robbed more by the em: 
ployers m Queensland than in any other 
St~te. . Such a low rate of wages does not 
ex1st m any other State in Australia as in 
Queensland. We maintain that there are 
just as much and even more Profits m&de 
~n Queensland as in any of the other States. 
111 th-: -small State of Tasmania, where the 
cond1trons of hfe are supposed to be con
Siderably better, and where the purchasing 
yalue of £1 1s considerably more than it is 
m Queensland, yet we find men in Tasmania 
able to pay a better rate of wages than we 
have in (;)ueensland. The averige rates of 
wages paid to all employees throughout the 
length and breadth of the Commonwealth 
are as follows, according to Knibbs of 
1909:-New South Wales, £87; Victoria £73· 
Queensland, £82; South Australia ' £83: 
Western Australia, £122: Tasmani~ £87: 
Comm.onwealth, £83. Vi;toria is the on]; 
State m the group where the average amount 
of salaries is less than in Queensland, ··and 
what does Knibbs say in connection with 
that-

where the average is the lowest, 
nuinber of factory" hands em-
7. That deals with clothing 

trade; where a large number 
wo1nen are employed." 

\Ve are nvw in t~e unenviable position in 
Queensland of paymg a less rate of wages to 
our employees than any of the other States. 
I say the sooner Queensland can get out of 
that . J?Ositipn the better. I say that the 
cond1t10ns m Queensland warrant her paying 
t):le h1ghest rate of wagils of anv State in 
the group. Now I want to point 'out to the 
Secretary for Railways what he has been 
paying: in the past-I· do not know what he 
IS• paymg to-day, because I understand some 
little. time ago he increased the wages in 
certam cases. In the ead_v part of the 
ye'!>r I went . through the goods-shed here, 
the steam-shed, the carriage-shop, and I then 
found the rate of wages I enumerated were 
being _paid to some of the employees, and 
I was then told i hey were paying as low as 
nd .. per hour for men ~vho were loading 
refngerated carcasses, while men who were 
employed in a similar operation on the 
wharves in private enterprise are heing 
paid at the rate of 2s. per hour. I should 
like to know why there should be such a 
great disparity h:tween th~ rates of pay in 
the rmlway servwe and m private enter
prise. I maintain it is the duty of the Go
vernment to provide those men with a, 
particular dress whilst in that particular 

employment.. H i.he men who are engaged 
m that partiCular class of employment were 
regularly employed, then I say it would be 
unnecessary, but those me;1 are only casually 
employed m thrs partrcu1ar class of work 
It is well known-you can ask any of ou~ 
med10al of:hcers-that the men who are 
engaged casually in this class of work are 
amongst the men who are st<bject to phthisi& 
and other chest t,roubles; and I say if the
Government provided them with a dress 
suitable to be worn when following that 
particular employme'lt, it would have a 
tendency to minimise the likelihood of chest 
troubles, and I think it is the duty o.f the
Government to seriously consider the matter. 
Further, on the question of the prosperity 
of Queensland. The Savings Bank returns, 
we are told, is •.me of the best criterions as 
to the prosperity of any country. It is 
acknowledged by all political economists 
that the amount of money placed in the 
Savings Bank is a very fair criterion as to 
the wealth or condition of the workers in 
any country. We find that during the past 
nine years the State of _Queen~land has made 
the least rate of progress of any State in 
Australia. During the past nine years New 
South ·wales has gained, for every 1,000 
of the population, 73 new depositors in its 
Savings Bank. Victoria. during the same 
period, gained 103 depositors, while Queens
land only gained 35 new depositors. South 
Australia gained 132, West Australia 102, 
and Tasmania 83. During the last ten years. 
Queensland has made the least rate of pro
gress, and we have paid the least rate of 
wages. In other words, the employee has. 
been robbed to a great-er extent throughout 
the length and breadth of Queensland than 
in any other State in the Commonwealth. 
That is what these figures prove. There is 
a further proof I will give in connection 
with the same matter. The Savings Bank 
deposii; per head of th~ population in 
Queensland is the lea.,t, with one exception, 
of any in the whole of the Commonwealth 
group. During the "arne period-from 1901 
to the present time-the depositors in New 
South Wales increased their deposits by 
£4 5s. per head; Victoria increased her 
deposits by £3 15s. per head; while Queens
land only increased her deposits by £1 
J.7s. 5d. South Australia incmased by £5 
15s., West Australia by £3 19s. 7d., and 
Tasmania by £3 2s. 9d. I think no further 
proof is nReded that the employees in 
Qtwenslancl have been robbed to a ~';Teater 
extent thar> in any other country. The Pre
mier said the other night that he was 
proud of the prosperity of Queensland. 
Now, what is the prosperity of Q.ueensland? 
In September last the 3~ per cent. stocks 
were quoted on the London money market 
et. £98. After the Government introduced 
their great railway scheme, what was the 
result? Before the end of the year our 
31~ per cent. stocks sunk 2; per cent. Our 
3~ per cent. stocks were only worth £96 on 
the London mone0' market in Januarv. and 
were lower tha.n >tny oth~r Australian 3~ per 
cent. stocks. This is what the Government 
call prosperity. I pointed out, and proved, 
'that our credit. was worse on the 31st 
December thar> that of any other Australian 
Government. The; rate of wage paid to nur· 
employees was lower than in any other 
Stat<-l. I do not think I need to quote any-

. thin!' further to show that the prosperity 
which we are: said to be enjoying has o.nly· 
been enjoyed by a very small fraction of 
our population, and that social legislation-

Mr. Ne11itt.] 
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requires to be introduced in this Chamber so 
as. to comrJel those who are now enjoying 
th1s exeer:twnal prosperity to give a little 
more of. 1t to those who are producing it, 
a.nd until we do that we .are never going 
to have a prosperous community. I men
ti'?ned tho other night, when speaking on 
this matter, that bank balances do not always 
prove the prosperity of a nation. It is the 
individual condition of the people• that proves 
whether a nation is prosporous or otherwise, 
and I proved that there is only 2 per cent. 
of the people in Queensland who are pros
perous at. the pres<:mt time; and I say the 
sooner this Government is kicked out the 
better if they will not try and devise some 
means by which a little more of the fruits 
·of the labour &re given to the worker than 
-what we are giving at the present time. 

Mr. GRAYSON: More than 2 per cent. 

Mr. NEVITT: If th!l hon. member had been 
in his place a little earlier he would have found 
that the figmes I gave could not be contra
di?tt;d by anybody. I quoted from the Com
IDISS!Oner of Income Tax, who states only 2 
per cent. of the people of Queensland are in a 
position to pay income tax, and I take ti1e 
figures of the Commissioner for Income Tax 
before I would take the figures or the words 
O'f the hon. member for Cunningham. Now 
I come to another matter. The Premie·,· 
talked about what money is worth to-day. 
He was lamenting the fact that the Federal 
Government had only offered him 3 per cent. 
o!' the money that has been spent in proper
ties taken over by the Federal Government. 
·and in an interview a few days ago he said 
he considered 3! per cent. was little enough 
to pay. Now I would like to call attention 
to what his Government, or the Savings 
~ank of QuLeen_slan.d, pays its depositors. If 
32 per ceno. IS httle enough to pay for 
money, surely it is the dutv of the Govern
.ment to pay 3! per cent. to its depositors. 
The Government of New South Wales nays 
its depositors 3 per cent. up to £500. " In 
•Queensland we only pay 3 per cent. up to 
£200. The Savings Bank of New South 
·wales pays 3! per cent. up to £200. Victoria 
pays 3~ per cent. for the first £100. and 6 
per cent. up to £250, showing again to the 
detnment of Queensland. South Australia 
pays 2! per cent. on all accounts closed dur
n;_g the year .. and 3! per cmt. up to £250. 
V\ est A':'straha pays 3 per cent. up to £1,000. 
'Tasmama, 3 per cent. up to £250. The 
Hobart Trustees Bank pays 3! per cent. uo 
·to £150, and the Lannceston Trustees Bank 
pays 3-~ per cent. up to £150. Again from 
the Savings Bank point of view, Quee'nsland 
·shows to the worst advantage of any Savings 
Ban~s we have in the Commonwealth group. 
Durmg the recess some members on the 
Government side gloated over the fact that 
the average amount per depositor in the 
'9ueensland Savings Bank was greater than 
m any other State. That is all verv well 
unt1l you come to analyse it. I have alreadv 
shown w~ are less by 50 per cent. of numbe'r 
.of depositors .than the average of the other 
States, and s1mply because we have a little 
morE! per depositor, it does not show that we 
are m as prosperous a position as the other 
·states. I am exceedingly sorry to have to 
make these statements; but I must trv to 
pla~e before the public the conditions under 
whw~ .the Government are working, and the 
•cond1twns they are dealing out to the people 
of Que·ensland in the shape of low wa,.es 
cand low interest in the Government Savi~gs 
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Bank. The Government have shown great 
laxity in the administration of the Mines 
Department; and in every other State the 
Government have recognised their duty to 
the industry and assisted it to a greater 
extent than has been the case in Queensland. 
In New South Wales, up to 1909, they gave 
ass1stance to the extent of £404 000 · in 
Victoria, £380,000; Queensland 'only 
£107,000; South Australia, £69,620; North
ern Territory, three boring plants, two bat
tenes, and cyamde plants; Western Australia 
£275,320. It is well known that South Aus: 
tralia has never depended to any great 
extent on the mining industry, so that rela
tively that State shows far better than 
Queensland. In Western Australia, thev have 
thirty-two State batteries, twenty-four' cyan
ide plants, five slime treatment plants, and 
two tin-dressing plants; and out of those 
plants they r·ecovered, up to the end of 1909, 
gold and tin to the value of £3,120,794. I 
commend to the Minister for Mines whether 
it would not be money well spent to erect 
State smelters on the Etheridge and Clon
curry fields. In the first speech I made in 
this House I said it would be a good thing. 
At that time, I believe, there were 1,000 
copper-gougers there making a good living, 
but, owing to the slump in copper, I do not 
suppose there are 100 now. Had the Govern
ment erected State smelters there then, that 
district would have been crowded with men 
making a good living. It is well known 
that the people who purchase ore deduct a 
great deal more than they should from the 
amount they give the miner; and the copper
gougers' occupation, with a few exceptions, 
is not a profitable one. Coming to the Lands 
Department, though there is a new Minister, 
the administration continues on the old lines, 
particularly as far as my district is co!l
cerned. The tendency of the Government is 
to hunt out the small man and make room 
for the big man ; and a great amount of land 
is going away from the Crown and becoming 
freehold. In days gone by a great deal of 
land became freehold by the auction method, 
but now that method is confined to town allot
ments. Notwithstanding that, there is a 
great deal more being brought under free
hold tenure than in former years. Since 
1905, there have been 1,039,241 acres con· 
verted into freehold-4, 783 without payment, 
and the rest by purchase. This conversion of 
land into freehold rneans that the Govern
ment are not raising sufficient revenue 
through the ordinary channels to carry on the 
government of the country. For the last 
four or five years we have been receiving on 
an average £250,000 in the shape of revenue 
from land that is becoming freehold; in other 
words, the State is losing an asset to the 
value of £250,000 per annum, and is not 
creating another asset to take its place. A 
country should raise sufficient revenue 
through the ordinary channels of taxation to 
pay the cost of government : and if it is 
giving away an asset on one 'side, it should 
be prepared to create another asset to take 
its place. I do not believe in the freehold 
principle; I do not believe it is in the best 
interests of any community. What has been 
the result in all the nations where that 
principle has been followed'? Unfortunatelv. 
in the whole of Europe the normal condition 
is for 16 per cent. of the population to be on 
the verge of starvation: and if that system 
is continued here it will be followed by like 
results. I want the Government to let the 
people have the value they create in the 
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land and not let others take the unearned 
incr~ment. A case that occurred in New · 
South Wales came under my notice some time 
ago. A man paid £100 for an allotment, an~ 
shortly afterwards was sentenced to 21 years 
imprisonment. Vvhon he can:e out of gaol, 
though he never put a farthm!S on 1t after 
he bought it, he found that 1t ":as worth 
£40 000. That was the unearned mcrement 
of 2o years. The same thing is taking plac.e 
throughout Queensland to-day, ~hough possi
bly the value is not increasing m s? great a 
ratio; and I say that unearntld :ncrement 
should go to the people to whom 1t belongs 
-to the people who create the value 
(Hear, hear !) The value given to the land 
bv the individual himself, by h1s own energy 

• and industry, belongs to him, 
[7.30 p.m.] but tho value created by the 

p;1blic belongs to the public, and 
the sooner tho Government recognise that the 
better it will be for the great majority of 
the people of Queensland. During the time 
that the Government have been allowing 
this enormous amount of land to become 
freehold, what have they been doing with it? 
Have they been utilising the land to the best 
advantage? I am going to prove that there 
is purely a speculative element in connec
tion with the land to-day. From 1905 to 
1909 nearly 5,000,000 acres of land have been 
mad'e, or arc in o£ being made, free-
hold, and. how has been brought under 
cultivation? Irt 1905, there were 539,216 acres 
under cultivation in Queensland, andi in 1910 
only 606,790 acres under cultivation, or an in
creaw of 67,574 acres. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: What 
about tho increase in dairying? 

Mr. NEVITT: That is the incmase in 
dairying. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: That is 
agricultural land, not increase in dairying. 

Mr. NEVITT: That is the only land 
brought under cultivation during the years 
I have enumerated. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE; But 
that is not the extent of agricultural develop
ment. 

Mr. NEVITT: I will give you a little 
of your agricultural development directly. 
One acre only out of every 65 acres sold 
has come under cultivation. When the Land 
Bill was going through last year the hon. 
member for ~1aranoa tried to get an amend
ment inserted to the effect that a certain 
percentage of land under a certain tenure 
should be brought under cultivation. As 
long as we l•ave freehold tenure I maintain 
that we should have such a provision as was 
desired by the hon. member for Maranoa. 
The land shark is rampant in Queensland 
to-day, and very little is being done by the 
Government of the day to prevent it. The 
hon. gentleman asked me what has been the 
result of agricultural development. U nfor
tunately, the same thing applies to Queens
land as far as the acreage under cultivation 
or crop is conc<'rned as applies to every
thing else. ·we are the worst State of the 
group, we have a less number of acres under 
cultivation per head of the population than 
they have in any other State. The figures 
are as follows: -For every 1,000 of the 
population New South Wales has 1,981, Vic
toria has 2,848, Queensland 1,074, South 
Australia 6,161, Western Australia 2,665, 
Tasmania 1,488, and the average for the 
whole Commonwealth is 2,539 acres, again 

showing that Queensland is worse than any 
other State of the group. Now I am coming· 
to what some of your agricultural gentlemen 
produce. In 1909 we imported into Queens
land 142,217 bushels of wheat to the value
of £32,310, showing the necessity for the 
insertion of a clause in the Land Bill, as 
desired by the hon. member for Maranoa. 
We cannot produce sufficient wheat for our 
own consumption, we have to send out 
£32,000 in order to buy wheat. During the 
same period we introduced 32,205 tons of 
flour, to the value of £331,896. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE·: And you 
away nearly a million pounds' worth 

Mr. NEVITT: That is something to be
proud of, but I maintain that in a country 
such as ours, which is the pride of the 
group, if we do not produce sufficient flour 
for our own consurnption, there is sonle
thing radically wrong with the Administra
tion. 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: You cannot live on, 
butter alone. (Laughter.) 

Mr. NEVITT: But this is not the only 
thing. I find that during the same time we 
introduced 358,000 bushels of bran, pollard, 
and chaff to the value of £16,000. We had 
to import 21,988 tons of potatoes, of the 
value of £100,000, and we are frequently 
told that we are the finest potato country in, 
the group. 

Mr. J. M. HuNTER: So we are. 

Mr. NEVITT: I believe we are, and' I 
say it is a disgrace to any Government that 
these conditions should exist. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : And all 
that proves that people, like yourself, are 
doing something that is more congenial. 

Mr. NEVITT: This might be suitable 
for the hon. gentleman. vVe find we im
ported 21,000 tons of hay and chaff, to the 
value of £68,000. Then we come to oats; 
there were 136,173 bushels, of the value of 
£14,000, purchased. In the five items I 
have mentioned we sent out £599,738 per 
annum. I say once again that when condi
tions like that prevail in connection with 
the administration of the Agricultural De
partment of Queensland, it is no credit to· 
any Government. I could not help being 
amused by the Premier last night at the 
way he was finding work for Queenslanders. 
I went through a few papers this morning, 
and I find that since last recess we have 
had to send to Germany for a dredge. The 
Commissioner for Railways though it desir
able to introduce auto-cars on our railways, 
with the result that we have not only to 
send to America for machinery, but also 
for the coaches. \Ve have a shop at Ipswich 
that can turn out work equal to any shop in 
the world, and if we could not have manu
factured the machinery for the auto-cars, 
the least we could have done was to manu
facture the coaches, and it is a disgrace to
the Government that they should have done 
what they did in connection with that matter. 
As I mentioned earlier, during the same 
time, they sent out a contract for £300,000 
worth of rails and fittings. Did they make 
overtures to the Lithgow Company, as the 
New South Wales Government did, and ask 
them whether it was not possible for them 
to supply us with rails and fastenings in 
Australia? While I believe that it is ncc<es
sary that we ~hould make everything '''e, 
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nquire in Queensland, if we cannot make it 
in Queensland our next choice should be 
.any other State in the Commonwealth, and, 
failing that, wo ,;hould go to Great Britain. 
Then I find that during the recess the 
Government let a contract' for 1,000 tons of 
vvire fencing to a Dutch firm. Then they 
found that the work of the Harbours and 
Rivers Department had increased to such an 
extent that it was necessary to provide two 
or three more steam launches. They had 
not time to give a contract to our local ship
builders to build boats, but they must go 
and buy second-hand boats froin New South 
Wales. That is a further disgrace to the 
Government. Before I 1ea.-e the dredge, I 
sincerely hope it is not going to be another 

·Lindon Bates dredge fiasco such as we had 
before. As the money has to be spent, I 
sincerely hope that the dredge when it 
arrives here will be a success. Now I want 
to touch slightly on the railway policy of the 
Government. I have already stated that 
when people on the London market realised 
that Queensland would require another 
£10,000,000, or about that sum, to complete 
the railway scheme introduced and passed 
last session, the financial ma,.,.nates buttone :1 
up their pockets, and said that Queensland 
stock would be worth 2 per cent. less than 
it .was before that scheme was adopted. 
This proves that the attitude taken up by 
members on this side of th;, House w;:s a 
reasonable and right one. There are men 
on this side of the House who know that 
vV este_rr. co':'nhy better than any members 
opposite, w1th the exception of the hon. 
member. for :?'ownsville and a few others, 
but their opmions went for nought. There 
are very few members on the other side 
who know that country they ought to 
know it before voting a la'rge sum of 
money for a railway of that natm·o. 

Mr. MuRPHY: Members on that side did 
not object to the whole scheme. 

Mr. NEVITT: I am not speaking of He 
whole scheme. But members on this side 
de not make the railway proposals a party 
quest10n, as d1d hon. members opposite. 
Those proposals were made a party ques
tion by members opposite, and even a railway 
like the Port Alma Line was made a party 
quest10n by them. Members on this side do 
~ot, however, make railways a party ques
tion, but every member votes as he thinks 
best in the i_nterest of the people of Queens
land. I behove that a very large majoritv 
of the members on this side, if not the whofe 
of them, voted against the Great Western 
Railway. 

Mr. MuRPHY: They advocated the linking 
up of certain lines. 

· Mr. NEVITT : The linking up of those 
lines does not constitute the Great Wester1,1 
Railway scheme. ·while I was in favour of 
linking up the Central and Northern Rail
ways, I was not in favour of going so far 
west. If the proposal had been to con
struct a railway much neaTer the coast, I 
should have supported it heartily. I have 
had an opportunity of going over that 
country since last session. and many of the 
people settled there, so I discovered, say it 
was a great blunder, and that the line ought 
never to have been passed by the House. 

Hon. R. PHILP : It can easily be altered 
yet. . 

Mr. NEVITT: It should be wiped out alto
gether. As a matter of fact it should never 
have been. introduced. If the hon. member 
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for Townsville, who knows the . country, 
would speak his mind on the subject, he 
would say that a railway going through that 
country cannot pay .fo.r the next twenty years 
at least. The railway from Hughenden to 
\Vinton, which goe·s through country equal to 
any country out there, is not paying interest 
on the money invested, though it has the 
advantag·e of being much nearer the coast. 
Then how is it possible for a railway 300 or 
400 miles further west to pay interest on 
the money invested in its construction? The 
Premier spoke last night about the Drayton 
deviation. Railways are requited much 
more urgently in other parts of the State 
than the Drayton deviation is required. 
The Premier stated that our South Coast 
Railway would soon be connected .with 
Sydney. ·when that takes place our Western 
Railway will be relieved of a. large amount 
of traffic, and, that b-eing- so, there is no 
necessity for the Drayton deviation at the 
present time. The money which that devia-
tion would cost can be spent much better 
advantage in other parts of State. The 
hon. member for Murilla complained this 
aft-ernoon of the freights charged on the rail
ways. Speaking Q"enerally, I think our rail
way freights compare favourably with those 
of other States. But my trouble is that we 
cannot get a railway at all in rny electorate, 
much less get reduced railway freights. The 
hon. member for Enoggera, when speaking 
the other dav, said he remembered the time 
when, if a man wanted to go from Brisbane 
30 miles up country. he had to shoulder his 
" bluey" or get somebody to lend him a horse. 
Well, that is the condition of thin~Ss in my 
clecto·rate to-da.y. There is practically not 
one railway in the whole electorate, which 
comprises an area of 70,000 square miles. 

Hon. R. PHILP: You have the Croydon 
Railway. · 

Mr. NEVITT: The Croydon Railway ceT
tainly goes through a portion of Carpen
taria, but it scarcely serves any portion of 
the 70,000 square miles I hav<> mentioned. 
During· last se.ssion the then Premier, 
Kidston, said that during the recess he 
tended to send a marine surveyor to 
Gulf to find out which was the best port to 

up there. Considering that a railway 
a certain ooint in the Gulf to Cion

curry was passed through this House thirty 
years ago, I should think there was no 
necessity to send a marine surveyor to find 
out wliieh was the best port to open. Ten 
years ago. when the railway from Burketown 
to Lilydale was passed, it was not oonsidered 
necessary to send a marine surveyor to see 
whether Burketown was a sufficiently good 
nort for ships to go into. ·when I int£'1'
viewed the present Premier, and asked him 
if he was going to fulfil that promiso to 
send a marine surveyor to the Gulf, he said 
he did not know anything about it. I 
assured him that it was really made, and 
that if l e consulted the responsible officers 
of the dcnartment he would find that such 
was the case. After looking into the matter 
the hon. gentleman said h;, found that the 
promise was made. That was early in Feb
ruary last, about the t1me when the change 
was made in the Ministry. Tl:.e Premier 
said he could not send up a surveyor because 
the north-west season was on, and he could 
not work during that season. The north
west season finishes there on the 21st of 
March, when the equinoxial change takes 
pla.ce, and yet here we are in the middle of 
July, when He best part of the south-west 
se-ason is over, and no s~trveyor has been 
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csent to the GulL I maintain that when a 
,promise is made by a Premier on the floor 
of this House it is the duty of his successor 
to carry out that promise in its entirety. 
,(Hear, hear!) Nautical men have written to 
me asking when the Government intended 
to send up a marine surveyor, and pointing 
out that the best part of the season was 
.gone. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The 
Premier said last night that he was going to 
send a surveyor. 

Mr. NEVITT: I am pointing out that the 
Government have neglected to do so up to 
the present time. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: There 
»re three months yet. 

Mr. NEVITT: 'The Government do not 
take notice of such things in the Southern 
part of Queensland, and J. can see no reason 
why they: should have delayed this matter 
until the best part of the se&son is gone. 
'The hon. mcmb•3r for lpswich stated last night 
that he was going to move for a return 
showing. the ::tmomlt of money spent out of 
revenue, frorn trust funds, and from loan 
fund in every electorate in Queensland, and 
the amount promised to be spent during the 
past three months. I sincerely hope he will 
move in that direction. It will prove a very 
interesting return, but I expect that when it 
comes to be analysed it will be found that 
<3Ve~y Governm'3Ilt . has been placating its 
own fnends and giVmg llttle or nothmg to 
those oppo.sed to it. I maintain that every 
part of Queensland should have expended 
within its borders the revenue collected 
therein, and that it should also get its 
share of both trust and loan fund expendi
.ture. which has not been by any means the 
practice of this and past Governments. 
Every member of this House should insist 
·on that, irrespecti ;<e of party. As far as I 
am concerned, I rtsk for nothing more than 
a fair deal, and every portion of Queens
land is entitled 10 a fair deal from the 
•Government. (Hear, hear !) As a result of 
the neglect Gf this Government and past 
Governments to give a fair deal, the people 
are leaving the district that I repre~ent. all 
the time. 'l:'hev He dwmdlmg, dwmdlmg, 
dwindling, untii, if it goes on much longer, 
there will be nobody left but a few pas· 
toralists. That brings me to a little matter 
in connection with the same point. Lord 
Kitchener nointed 0ut to the defence people 
of the c.;mmonwealth that the Japanese 
-could land troops in the Gulf of Carpentaria 
quicker than the Federal Government could 
·send troops there from :Melbourne ; and Y<;t 
this is a portion of Queensland that thrs 
'Government and past Governments have 
neglected to such an extent simply because 
·some of them say it is the back door. I 
would point out, 'as Lord Kitchener pointed 
mit that it is the front door. It is the first 
poi~1t at which V>e are likely to be attacked 
by any Asiatic race. Yet we find that the 
Goveri:J.ment, instead of trying to settle 
people in that part of the country, h~ve 
been doing ali they possrbly can to drrve 
away the few people who are there. As far 
back as 1889 they received £1,500 for -!·acre 
allotments in thE> rown of Normanton. 

Mr. MURPHY: What are they worth to
nay? 

M.r. NEVITT: People tG-day will give 
vou allotments almost for the cost of trans
fer, or if you will take over the .liability on 
them in the shape of rates. I thmk that the 

Government of those days received that 
money under false pretences, because the 
Governments that followed them did not do 
what the Goverament of that day led the 
people to believe they were going to do. I 
was reading an article in the " Lone Hand " 
some little time ago, in which the writer 
pointed out; t.hat at the present time there 
are 2,500 ,Japanese in New Caledonia, and 
that before the end of this year there will 
be 3,500 more, and he predicted that within 
eighteen monthe there will be over 6,000 
Japanese fighting men in I\iew Caledonia. 

Ron. R. PHILP: Thev are Javanese-not 
Japanese at all. ' 

Mr. NEVITT: If the hon. gentleman 
reads the article in the " Lone Hand," he 
will find that they are Japanese. In this 
morning's paper he will see· that the 
" Guthrie" arri vod here yesterday with a 
considerable number of Japanese on board. 

Hon. R. PHILP : They are all Javanese. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. NEVITT: I am not infallible like 
some people, but the writer of the article iH 
the "Lone Hand" stated that they wer0 
Japanese, and he could not be making a 
mistake, because he pointcod out that the 
majority of .those men had fought through 
the Russo-Japanese war, and he was on the 
ground. However, it does not affect my 
argument one iota. The fact remains that 
there is a great number of Japanese there 
in very clooe proYimity to c,ur shores. It is 
the duty of the Government at the earliest 
possible opportunity to build a railway to 
some port on the Gulf of Carpentaria-I do 
not care where it goes to-so that if ever the 
·time should come that that part nf the 
country requires to be protected, wo shall 
be able to put troops thGre quickly. The 
action of all Governments so far has been 
rather in the natnre d an invitation for the 
people from the eastern coast of Asia to 
take possession of that part. of Queensland. 

Mr. MURPHY: Do you not think that a 
purely defence railway like that should be 
built by the Federal Gm·ernmenL-lo0king 
at it purely from the defence point of view?' 

Mr. NEVITT: I am not looking at it 
from the purely defence point of view 
at all. I f•rn looking at it from the 
point of view that there is . just as 
good country in that portion ef the State 
as there is in any ·:Jther portion of Queens· 
lund; and, that being so, the people there 
arq entitled to !,he revenue collected there, 
and they are also entitled to a portion of the 
trust and loan fund expenditure. If they 
got what they are entitled to, instead of 
there being only a handful of people there, 
there would be thousands upon thousands. 
On looking thrOlq·h the Appropriation Bill 
which was pass<3d the other day, I noticed 
that the expenditure from the trust fund autho· 
riseci by the Bill is £30,000 and the expendi · 
ture f~om the loan fund is £250,000. In 
refHy to an int•Jrj<'ction, the Premier inti· 
mated that the Bill provided for two months' 
Supply. From that we can infer. that the 
expenditure from loan money rs. to be 
£3,000,000 for the present finar:mal year. 
With all due respect to the Premre': or ar;y 
other man, I think that Queensland 1s not m 
a position to spend £3,000,000 of loan money 
per annum. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Six times 
£250,000 is not £3,000,000-it is only 
£1 500 000 as a 1natt•3r of fact. (Laughter.) 

' ' ' Mr.Nevitt.l 
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111r. NEVITT: Yes; the~t is one-half of 
£3,000,000. 

The SECRETARY FOR HATLWAYS: Oh! 
does not make any differ3nce at 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. ;"EVI'I"r: I 
to correction <m that 
is rather a ;:,erions 
(Laughter.) 

that I am eubject 
(Laughter.) It 

correction, I adrnit. 

The SECRETARY FOR HAIL WAYS: I am glad 
yoe> aclmit it. 

Mr. MURPHY: You had better get off that 
a,rgu1nent. (Laughter.) 

Mr. NEVITT: No; I wiU continue in this 
way: While it is only £1,500,000, the Go
vernment are ulso expending considerable 
sums of mono< from the trust funds which 
pra?tically me~ns loan money in the ,.{,ajority 
of mstances. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: No. 
Mr. NEVITT; I will a.dmit that the 

University money was revenue, but, though 
I cannot give figures by way of example, it 
frequently happens that money is transferred 
from the loan fund to a trust fund and then 
spent. . That is dono to a very considerable 
extent m the course of the year. To bring my 
remarks to a close, I want briefly to mention 
what I consider the Government should have 
in their programme. They have some useful 
measures, so far as nan1es are concerned, but 
I do not know what the measures contain until 
I see them, and I shall reserve my remarks on 
those Bills until I see them. But I would like 
to call attention to some social legislation and 
administration that I consid·er to be absolutelv 
necessary at the present time. Whilst the 
Education Departm·ent is extending its useful
ness in certain directions, there, are other 
dir·ections in which its usefulness can be still 
further extended. The industrial efficiency 
of any nation depends upon the physical and 
mental efficiency of its children. That being 
so, I say the Government should provide 
medical, dental, and ophthalmic attendance 
for all children. It might be a large order, but 

I contend that if we are going to 
[8 p. rn.] maintain a position in the world 

that we all desire we should 
attain, it is the duty of the Government to do 
their best to have a healthy, prosperous com
munity; and in no better way can they have 
that healthy community than by seeing that 
all our State schools ar,e periodically visited 
by the best medical attention we have got, by 
the best dental attention, and bv the best 
ophthaimic attention. H the Government will 
proceed on these lines, then they will not only 
find this party behind them, but they will find 
the whole of Queensland behind them. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
We are doing that now. 

Mr. NEVIT'r: To a limited extent you are 
doing it now. You are starting in the big 
cities. You are starting in Brisbane, where 
you have only to go across the road and you 
can g-et a doctor. a 'dentist, and an optician 
at any time of the day you wish to. I sav 
that it is in the back blocks that you. should 
try these experiments first. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
What·have we done in the West? 

Mr. NEVITT: I admit that you have done 
something as regards ophthalmia. I have 
admitted that already. And I might tell the 
bon. gentleman who occupies the position of 
Minister for Education to-day that it was men 

[J.f r. Yevitt. 

on this side of the House who first brougnL 
that subject forward in this House. 

OPPOSICI'ION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
NEVITT: I do not wish to detract fro= 

credit of the Minister who init,ated the 
system, but the fact remains that members on 
this side were the first to bring it up, and I 
wish him to proceed further on those lines so 
that our children may get the benefit of 'the 
best attention that is possible. There is another· 
direction in which the Government can no 
good work, and that is in connection with the 
establishment of a radium bank. It is well 
known in therapeutics that radium is one 
of those things that is doing' wo·nders in 
ecrtain diseases, and so far as my knowledge 
goes I do not think we have got a fraction of 
radium in Queensland that is at the service 
of the suffering community. A thing of this 
kind, which takes a large amount of money to 
commence, is something· which it is the duty 
o£ the Government to undertake. If a radium 
bank were established some revenue could be 
obtained from it by lending it out to the 
medical profession at a certain rate, or it 
m'ight be lent out so that it could he used to 
alleviate suffering humanity. That is another 
way in which I think the Government can 
increase their usefulness. Another way is to 
establish a bush nursing scheme. During the 
recess a most pathetic incident came under 
my observation. In Queensland we go so far 
as to establish lock hospitals, which I admit 
are necessary-(hear, hear !)-but what I say 
here is that maternity hospitals are of far 
greater necessity than lock hospitals. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. NEVITT: A case came under my 

observation since the last recess. One 
mother out in the tmsh we~s confined, 
before morning, because she could not get 
the medical assistance she required, both 
mother and child died. The Government 
should establish maternity hospitals in the 
bush districts, and should also see that there 
is a nurse within a radius so that these women 
could have the attention of those who are 
experienced in midwifery. In fhat way lives 
would be saved which had been neglected in 
the past. Such legislation as that would re
flect credit on the Government, and would 
alleviate the sufferings of many in our midst 
to-day. Then I wish to emphasise the neces
sity of the Government nationalising our 
hospitals. (Hear, hear I) On Sunday last I 
went tnrough the Diamantina Hospital, and 
no better illustration could be given of what 
a nationalised hospital is than is to be found 
there. It is a fine object lesson of State 
wcialisrn. (Hear, hear!) It is an institution 
that I am proud of. Any man who has had 
any experience of hospitals at all-and even 
those who have not had any experience of 
hospitals-if they g-o to the Diamantina Hos
pital and compare it with many of our country 
hospitals. must come to the conclusion that 
the Diamantina Hospital is the finest institu
tion he ever put his head into. I want to see 
all our hospitals run on similar lines and 
worked on the lines of that institution, and a 
much larger number of suffering humanity 
would ~.Set the benefit of them than do to-day. 
The Premier has promised to increase the 
hospital subsidy this year. The year befo.re 
last it was £1 6s. 7 d., last year it was 
£1 lOs. to the £1, and the Premier pro
mises that it will be £2 for £1 this year. 
While the smallest of mercies are always 
thankfully received, a large number of 
the hospitals in Queensland are always more 
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or less on the verge of insolvency, even with 
£2 for £1 subsidy, and the committee men 
have to do for the hospitals what no men 
would dare to clo for themselves. Time out of 
number I have done it myself. I do not pre
tend to be \J.ny better than anyone else. I 
have done things for hospitals which if I had 
done for myself I might have fo,und myself 
in St. Helena. Many other hospital com
mittee men have to do' it, and they ar·e doing 
it to-day, and those conditions should not pre
vail in a State like Queensland. Once more I 
urge on the Government the necessity of 
nationalising our hospitals. Another thing 
which the Government might do is to have 
medical supervision of employees engaged m 
dangerous work, or work that is likely to 
cause them to contract serious disease. There 
should be periodical inspections at the expense 
of the State to see whether these people are 
degenerating physically, so that it can be 
remedied in the early stages of their trouble, 
and not become, as they do in many instances, 
a drag on the State. These are some of the 
things which the Government might have 
included in their pr0gramme. I do not think 
there is anything else I can say at the pre
sent time except to draw attention again to 
that milk depot. I .feel so ;,trongly on this 
point that I wish to force home to the Govern· 
ment the responsibility that should devolve 
upon them. and they should take up that 
responsibility and try to pro vi de better food 
for our infants. I thank the House for the 
hearing it has given me. (Hear, hear!) 

The HOME SECRETARY CHon. J. G. 
Appel, Albert), who was received with 
"Hear, hears!" said: I propose to address 
the greater portion of my remarks to cer
tain statements, which practically amounted 
to charges against the present Administra
tion, which were uttered by the deputy leader 
of the Opposition. The hon. membGr occu
pying so responsible a position, any state
ments which he makes in this House, and 
through this House to the electors of the State, 
must carry a certain amount of weight, and 

_naturally so. And were those statements not 
refuted by the actual facts of the case, certain 
members of the public might naturally, and 
possibly, come to the conclusion that those 
statements, which are misstatements, were 
matters of fact. Now, I notioe that the hon. 
member, in his address last night, lacked tha.t 
fire and energy which he, as a rule, puts into 
any charges which he brings against the 
Administration and the democratic party on 
this side of the House. The only conclusion 
that I can come to is that he knew in his 
own heart that those charges were not cor
rect. Undoubtedly it is the duty of the 
Opposition to criticise the Government, and 
I, as a member of this Administration, we!, 
come criticism of any administrative action, 
or any legislation, which is proposed from 
this side of the House. But, at the same 
time, I think a certain duty devolves upon 
members sitting on the Opposition side, 
especially upon that hon. member who acts 
as its leader, and that is, that, as far as 
possible, in the first instance, he should 
make himself acquainted with the facts of 
the case, so that at least that criticism shall 
be founded on fact-on a sure and certain 
foundation. That to which I especially 
refer was the criticism which the hon. mem
ber offered in connection with hospitals for 
insane in this State, and more particularly 
in connection with the hospital for insane at 
Goodna. For the information of hon. mem-
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hers, _who possibly are not acquainted with 
the h1stoq of that partiCular institution, I 
may. mentwn that when the two democratic 
parties m. th1s House b<?came united, and 
that Adnnmstratwn was formed of which I 
was chosen to be a member-just about 
that particular time the late superintendent 
who was the senior officer in charge of th,;. 
insane a.sylums, died. When the matter of a 
succes.s'?r was considered by the Government 
a. demswn was come to that something must 
be dono to bring our hospitals for the 
msane up to the modern standard which 
they should occupy, and it was then decided 
that a medical man, an expert in his parti
cular . line, should be selected from Great 
Br1t.::m to1 be plaoed in charg·e of those 
hospitals, for the purpose of putting them 
on the best possible basis. Now I do not 
for one moment desire it to be 'understood 
that I propose to cast any reflection upon 
the ,gentlemen. who occupied the position of 
medwal supermtendents at Goodna prior 
to that period. 

Mr. LENNON : He was a very fine man. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Of course ·we 
mus·t remember that during the latter pa~t of 
the term of office o.f the late superintendent the 
State was in the unfortunate position that it 
had not the, funds to ~xpend upon the develop. 
ment of those mstitutwns, nor, at the time, was 
it apparent, owing to the fact that there had 
not been such an increase among those so 
unfortunately afflicted-there had not been 
such an increase. !'s to. bring prominently 
~efore thE) AdmmiStratwn a;:td the public 
tn<') necessity o~ a different !me of conduct 
b<'Jmg pursued m connection with those hos
pitals. The result of that determination 
was the apJ2ointment of the present Inspec
tor .of Ho.,;pitals for the Insane. Prior to his 
takmg charge, hon. members may possibly 
reme_mber th~t in a. certain newspaper a 
oertam sensatwnal artwle-an article similar 
to the sensational article which the hon. mem
ber fathered last night-appeared wherein 
certam charges were made against the asylum 
attenda':'ts of gross cruelty practised towards 
the patients. I, as the .administrative head 
of the Home Depa.rtment, never •for one 
moment placed any faith in the statements 
and charges which were then made and 
from inquiry since, my oninion ha~ bee~ 
amply justified. However, upon the present 
Inspector of Hospitals taking charge, a new 
chapter opened for our hospitals for insane, 
and about the month of October 19Hl, a very 
large and representative body ;f attendants 
was introduced by members of Parliament
the present Chief Secretary, the senior 
member for Ipswich, the member for Bun
danba, and the junior member for Ipswich 
accompanying those attendants. The whole 
question of the status of the attendants was 
discussed. The question of the regulations 
being antiquated was also discussed, and I 
then and there undertook that the whole 
matter would be gone into with the object of 
bringing the regulations up to date and 
doing all that was necessary to improve the· 
status and condition of the attendants upon 
the lines which had been suggested by Dr. 
E.llerton, Inspector of Hospitals for the Insane. 
Now, 1t must be remembered that prior to the 
advent of the present inspector, attendants at 
that asylum were praetically not required to
have any particular knowledge. They 
never, during the time they had acted in 
the capacity of attendants, were placed in. 

lion. 1. G . .Appel.] 
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the position of acquiring that knowledge, 
which, at the present time, is considered 
necessary that attendants should have. The 
result was that new regulations were drawn 
up. Those regulations were submitted to 
a committee of the attendants appointed for 
the purpose, and were finally agreed upon, 
passed by the Executive, and are now the 
regulations which are in force. Those regu
lations placed the attendants upon quite 
a different footing, the· particulars of which 
I will presently give to hon. members. 
They placed them in connection with leave 
in practically the same position as other 
members of the public service, and also pro
vided that, by attendance at lectures and 
gaining certain certificates, they would 
receive certain automatic increases. In con
nection with further wards, I decided, on 
the recommendation of the Inspector of 
Asylums, that it was necessary that he, 
the Under Secretary for Public Works, and 
the Under Secretary for the Home Depart
ment, should proceed to inspect the asylums 
in the other States o£ the Commonwealth, 
and the recommendations of that commission 
with regard to construction are being car
ried out in the building of the new wards. 
Prior to· the departure of those gentlemen 
the Chief SecTetary and the hon. member for 
Bundanba waited upon myself and asked 
me to request that commission to make fur
ther inquiry as to the wages and emoluments 
which were paid to asylum attendants in the 
Southern States. This was done, with the 
result, as was stated by the Premier last 
night, that a further increase, in addition to 
those already arranged for in the regula
tions, was passed-an increase in the remun
eration of the attendants in the hospitals 
for the insane in the State of Queensland. 
These amounts I propose to give particu
larly before I sit down. Neither I, as the 
administrative head of this particular de
partment, nor do the Government, claim any 
particular credit for the action that has 
been taken, because it is simply in con
formity with the democratic policy which 
we profess, and which we are carrying out 
for the benefit of the people of the State 
and the prosperity of the State as a whole. 

Mr. MuRPHY: There was a strike, was 
there not? 

The HOME SECRETARY: Tho hon. 
member for Croydon says there was a 
strike. I also notice that the deputy leader 
of the Opposition made the same statement 
last night in his address. 

Mr. LENNON: Excuse me-it was made by 
the same interjector as made' it to-night. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The hon. 
gentleman said, "We are told by the hon. 
member for Croydon that there is a strike 
on at Goodna in regard to the food." I can 
only say the foundatio.n for that is of equal 
value with that of other statements made by 
the hon. gentleman last night in connection 
with this matter. 

Mr. LENNON: Very offensive to the hon. 
member for Croydon. 

Mr. MURPHY: Not at all. I take it as a 
joke. 

The HOME SECRETARY: For the in
formation of hon. members, I propose to 
detail the additional advantages which have 
been given to tt.e asylum attendants since 
the proclaiming of the new regulations. 
Attendants and nurses receive weekly leave 
of one and a-half days, or its equivalent: 
annual leave ten to twenty-one days accord· 
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ing to rank and service; sick leave the same 
as public servants; further leave-not less 
than five years' service, one month on full 
pay, one month on half pay, one month 
without pay; after ten years' service two 
months on full pay, two months on half pa.y, 
two months without pay; after fifteen years' 
service, three month on full pay, three 
months o.n half pay, 'three months without 
pay ; after twenty years' service, four 
months on full pay, four months on half 
pav, four months without pay; after twenty
five years' service, five months on full pay, 
five months on half pay, five months without 
pay; after tl. irty years' service, six months 
on full pay, six months on half pay, six 
months without pay. 

Mr. LENNON: I suppose they could have 
more than six months without pay. 

The HOME SECRETARY: No. The hon. 
member must remember that their position 
cannot be held open for them beyond the 
time allowed; but they are entitled to that 
leave, after which they may return and take 
up their positions again. 

Mr. McLACHLAN: When did that come 
into force? 

The HOME SECRETARY: These re
gulations have been in force for six months 
at least. Annual recreation leave not taken 
may be added to sick leave; and extended 
leave is given in the same manner as to 
public servants under the Public Service Act. 
After not less than fifteen years' continuous 
service, three months may be granted on 
full pay or six months on haH pay; after 
twenty years' continuous service, four and a
half months on full pay or nine montl s on 
half pay; after twenty-five years' continuo.us 
service, six months on full pay or twelve 
months on half pay. R>Ctiring allowances 
and gratuities to dependants are the same 
as are given to members of the public ser
vice under the Public Service Act. In the 
case of service of not less than fifteen years 
a gratuity equal to three months' pay; ser
vice of not less than twenty years, a graturty 
equal to four months' pay ; service of not 
less than twenty-five years, a gr&tuity equal 
to five months' pay; service ,:,f not less than 
thirty years, a gratuity equal to six months' 
pay. Pay while at military camps is the 
same as to public servants, and they are 
furthermore provided with uniforms. Time 
and a-half is allowed for ,public holidays; 
and instead of leave with pay on account of 
sickness and retiring allowance or gratuity, 
workers' compensation may be paid-which
ever the person deems is the greater benefit 
to himself. 

Mr. LENNON: Can the hon. gentleman 
justify retirement on half pay after fifteen 
years. in the case of the judges, and only a 

·gratmty equal to five montls' pay to these 
people after twenty-five years' service? 

The HOME SECRETARY: I am not deal
ing with that particular phase of the 
tion. I do not for a moment contend 
even the increased which I will pre-
sently enumerate, which could not 
be bettered say I do not desire 
them to be hope they will be-
I hope the of the Treasury 
will enable us time to improve 
the conditions servants of the 
State. But we can pay according to 
our ability; and we are acting where the 
hon. gentleman is suggesting. And it is onl.v 
right that hen. members and the people of 
the State should know that the Government 
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are doing something, and that. we hope t~ 
continue to do something wh10h wrll shL 
more improve tf.:' condition of t~os·o em· 
ployed in the serviCe of the State of Qu0ells· 
land. 

Mr. HARDACRE: They do it too slowly. 
The HOME SECRETARY: If we were to 

go as slowly as I fancy the hon. member 
would go, it would be a very poor thmg for 
the servants of the State. I hope hon. mom· 
bers will not treat the matter lightly-(hear, 
hear !)-because it is a very important matt~r. 
Undoubtedly the thanks of the cemmumty 
are due to those men and women who are 
giving tl eir lives to this particular E•er· 

vice. For the mformatwn of hon. 
[8.30 p.m.] members, I propose now to giye 

the rates of pay, and first I wrll 
quote the rates prior to March, 1911. Prjor 
to that time the rates of pay for males, to~ 
the first six months, while they were on pr?· 
bation, was £75, and for the second HIX 
months £100. 

Mr. LENNON: And ·did they not have to 
find their own keep ? 

The HOME SECRETARY: That .is so. 
I propos·e to tell you what .they .are now 
receiving. \Varders who Jomed bef<_>re 
March, 1911, .for the first year now re•cerve 
.£110. 

Mr. LENNON: That is the Federal mini· 
mum wage. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The proba· 
tioners who joined since March, 1911, receive 
£110; over one year's service and undeT five 
ye.ars' service, prior to the d.ate mentioned, 
they received £120 under the new rate; 
at the end of the probationary period they 
will receive an increase of £20 for attending 
the course of instruction, which brings the pay 
to £130 per annum. Under the former rate 
attendants of over ten years received £140. 
They will now receive £150. On obtain· 
ing mental nursing certificates there Is 
an increase, under the new regulations, 
of £10, which will bring those receiv
ing £130 up to £140. A<>further increase of 
pay under the old conditions would depend 
upon officers themselves attending lectures 
and obtaining the mental nursing certificate~. 
Night attendants with mental nu11sing certifi· 
.cates under the new rate will receive £150; 
deputy charge .attendant with mental nurs· 
ing certificate, £155 .; charge attendant .wrth 
mental nursing certrficate, £165; addrt1onal 
pay, after ten years' service, £10 increase. 
Head night ·and head day attendants, £200 
per .annum. ·The nurses formerly received, 
first year £55; they now receive the same 
amount on twelve months' probation; at 
the end of probationary period an increas-e 
of £10 for .attending course of instruction, 
which makes the remuneration £65 ; on 
obta.ining mental nursing certificate £10 in· 
cre>Vse, £75; night nursing certificate·, £78. 
Deputy charge nurse with certificate, £81; 
charge nurse with certificate, £85; additional 
p.ay ,afte.r ten yoars' service, automatieally, 
£5 Assistant day £110; 

£110. 
the 

sensationael 
newspaper report, described--

Mr. LENNON: 'Jlhat is the Government 
qfficial organ. 

HOME SECRETARY: Well, I know 
about it. I do not know, so far 

matters are concerned, ,any 
organ, s·ave, as administrative head, I 
~onsider just and right, and what it is po'· 

sible for the Tre.asury to pay to improve 
the position and condition of 'any employees 
who happen to be under the administration 
o( the Home Department. That is the sole 
official paper, or org.an, that I know or 
r·ecognise. 

Mr. RYAN: Are l!hose rates of pay made 
.after the sensational artic:e appeared ? 

The HOME SECRETARY: Certainly 
not. I have detailed how, from October, 
1909, these matters hav.e progrt)ssed, and, so 
soon 1as the procLamation was made which 
legalised the new regulations, these rates 
beci1me effective, ,and, in consequence of the 
representations which were made by the 
commission which I despatched to the South 
for the purpose I have 'already. indicated. 
these rates of pay .are now in exrstenee 1and 
are being paid from the 1st of this month, 
and in •accord<tnce with the amounts dotaeiled 
w.ill so appear on the estimates of expendi· 
ture for hospitals for the .insane. 

Mr. LENNON: Is that the 10 per cent. 
increase to which you referred last night? 

The HOME SECRETARY: Yes; that 
includes the approximate 10 per cent. 
increase, which puts attendants on as goo.:l 
a footing as members of the prisons service. 
I trust not to weary hon. members, but the 
details which I am giving cannot but be 
inte·resting to those who are concernBd in the 
conditions of employees of the State. A state. 
ment was made by the hon. mBmber who 
dealt with this matter last night, to the effect 
that the number of attendants had not been 
increased in accordance with the number of 
patients. 

Mr. LENNON: The number is now .alleged 
to be scandalously deficient by that paper. 

'Dhe HOME SECRETARY: Quite so; and 
I understand from the remarks of the ihon. 
gent1eman that the only inference which eould 
be drawn from that was that no .attempt 
had been made by the Administration to 
cope with the matter by increasing the num· 
ber of attend,ants. 

Mr. LENNON: No; not .adequately. 
The HOME SECRETARY: I would like, 

for the .information of han. members, to give 
these figures. :B'or the years 1907-8 the 
number of attendants at Goodna was-ma.les 
65, and nurses 35; for the years 1908-9, males 
65, and nurses 38. 

Mr. McLACHLAN: Oan you give us the 
total number of inmates for the same period? 

Mr. LENNON: That is <tll-impmtant. 
The HOME SECRETARY: I can get 

I t} at the increase in the 
during the five years is 

the number of attend
increased. 

: For the years 
and female 

years 1910-11, male 
.attendants 45; for 
the vacancies are 

Hcmclo•••n and 45 female 
a oomparis·on from 1907~8 
to 35. In Ipswich, the 
,a ,si.mil-ar period -were: 

18; for· 1909-10; 18; 
and 1911-12, 24 are pro· 
Toowoomba, for a similar 

attendants were 31, 31, 34, 
; nurses 30, 30, 32, 32, and 34. 
MuLLAN: What is the number of 

atten-dant? 
Hon. J. G. Appel.] 
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The HOME SECRETARY: I am simply 
giving the number, because the :'umber of 
patients who reqmre an attendant IS a matter 
of opinion, and a matter that depends la;rgely 
upon the condition of the inmate. In mme 
wards, where the inmates are violent, a 
larger number of attendants is required; 
where they are better behaved, a smaller 
number is necessary; but as I have endea
voured to point out, unde,- the present condi
tions, and under the conditions which exist 
in Great Britain, and in those centres wbsre 
they are endeavouring to improve the condi
tions of this particular class of service, it has 
been found necessary to train the attendants. 
The old idea that any person could act as an 
attendant is exploded. (Hear, hear!) An 
attendant requires aJ certain amount of train
ing. Under the present Administration an 
endeavour is being made to train attendants. 
We are endeavouring to train attendants, 
and I may mention, for the information of 
hon. members, that it is the policy of the 
present Inspector of Asylums that the matrons 
in charge of nurses shall have, not alone a 
certificate as far as mental diseases are con
cerned, but also a certificate of proficiency in 
general surgical and medical work. The 
matron who ha.s been appointed to the Ipswich 
Hospital for the .Insane is at present under
going a course of training at the Toowoomba 
General Hospital for the purpose of acquiring 
the necessary qualifications in this respect, 
and during the time that she is at the Too
woomba General Hospital gaining that ex
p<>rience the dPpi'.rtment is paying her the 
salary of matron which she will continue w 
receive when she takes charg-e of the nurses 
at the Ipswich Hospital for the Insane. 

lVIr. MULLAN: You have forg-otten to prove 
that point about the increased attendants. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I shall give 
that informat.;on now. For the year 1909, 
the last record which I have, t.he number of 
inmates was 2,227; for the year 1908 it was 
2,184, for the year 1907 it was 2,069, for the 
year 1906 it was 2,029, and for the year 1905 
it was 1,938. 

Mr. LENNON: The hon. gentleman set out 
to prove thwt there was a higher percentage 
of attendants now than there was in past 
years. The hon. gentleman has not proved 
that. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I have proved 
that. 

Mr. LENNON: No; you are evading it all 
the time. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The hon. mem
ber must surely be indulging in sarcasm, 
seeing that I have given the number of in
mates in each year from 1905 to 1909. 

Mr. LENNON: How many attendants? 

The HOME SECRETARY: I gave the 
bon. member the figures. The number of 
n:ale attendants in 1905 was sixty-five, and 
we have made provision on th;s year's Esti
mates for eighty. 

Mr. LENNON: But they are not yet ap
pointed, you said. 

The HOME SECRETARY: There are 
seventy-six aetually appointed, amd we have 
made provision for eighty. Unfortunately, in 
the past it was not apparently contemplated 
that a certain increase in the number of 
patients must he looked for. The increase 
which may be expected is four per thousand. 
That is about the average, and we must look 

[Han. J. G. Appel. 

forward to that ratio of increase. with our 
increase in native population and in the popu
lation coming from abroad. 

Mr. RYLAND: There would be less if you 
had prohibition. 

The HO:VIE SECRETARY: I cannot go 
to the extent of vouching for that, nor am I 
prepared at the present time to enter into a 
discussion as to whether the percentage 
would' be decreased if the views of the hon. 
member were carried into effect. I am now 
simply showing the House that the state~ents 
made by the• deputy leader of the OppositiOn 
last night had no foundation in fact. 

Mr. LENNON: And you have not succeeded. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Possibly not, 
according to the view of the hon. gentleman. 
However, so long as I make these matters 
clear to thooe whom I wish to reach, I am 
satisfied. The hon. gentleman, in quoting 
from the article referred to, mentioned the 
fact that there was insufficient accommoda
tion so far as the dining-room of one of t.he 
wards is concerned. On my first visit to that 
institution t.h"t became abundantly apparent 
to myself, but it was immediately remedied 
by instructions being given for the erection 
of a snit;able dining-room to accommodate 
the inmates of that particular ward. If the 
hon. gentleman, who evinced such an amount 
of interest in this matter last mght, had 
taken the trouble to make himself acquainted 
with the facts he would have been able to 
give the Gove~nment credit for dealing with 
that matter at once. The new dining-room 
is now practically completed, and it is a room 
which would be a credit to any institution of 
a similar kind. 

Mr. LENNON: Do you question my right to 
take notice of it? 

The HOME SECRETARY: Comparing the 
remarks made by the hon. gentleman last 
night with the actual facts, I regret to say 
that I must come to the conclusion that he 
has taken very little interest in this matter. 
In view of the statements made by t.he hon. 
member, I should like to give •the House some 
idea of the expenditure which has been in
curred, which is being incurred at the present 
time, and which it is proposed to incur in 
the future, for the purpose of increasing and 
improving the accommodation in connection 
with this particular hospitaL 

Mr. LENNON: Be carefuL 
The HOME S.ECRETARY: I am about 

to give facts. The hon. member quoted 
from an a.rticle "-hich, as I have already 
said, I do not. beli'e,·e ho credited with being 
true himself. At the present time there are 
contracts in band at Goodna, the cost of 
which will come to £16,832. In connection 
with water supply a contract amounting to 
£10,000 has been let; there a.re two additional 
houses being erected for the two assistant 
resident medical superintendents at a cost of 
£1,850; additions and alteration to No. 6 male 
ward, £1,539; installation of electric light, 
wiring, buildings, lines, £841 ; iron fire-escape 
stairs, £649; new dining-room, £515-that 
is the dining-room to which I have 
already referred-secondary installation of 
electric lig·ht, £370; colonial type steam 
boiler, £361; steam-engine and dynamo, 
£305; furniture for night nurses' quarters, 
£102-or a total of £16,832. Then there are 
works for which approval for tenders has 
been given: Ipswich Hospital for the InsaJ1e 
-administrative block, laundry, kitchen, 
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matron's and nurses' quarters, stores, bath
rooms, etc., £25,000; Goodna Hospital for the 
Insane-two new wards, £30,000, the furniture 
for which will run into at lea·st £4,000 or 
£5,000 in add'ition; or in connection with those 
two hospitals alone, a total of £55,000. In view 
of that, would it l>ot have been well for the 
han. 1nernber, before bringiug a 1nost serious 
charge-a charge which reflects upon the 
humanitarian policy of the Government-a 
charge which tends more tha.1 any other to 
da,mage the credit of any Government or any 
party in the oo•untry-would it not bave been 
well-would it not have been at least honest 
-in this so important matter if the 
memce·r had taken the trouble to 
few inquiries as to whether the article 
he fathered was true or not" 

];lr. LE:0J)TON: ~1\fo\v, rornember Yunga
burra. 

now corn store~ ; 
for the Insane-two reception 
hospital wards, £6,200, or a 

connection with hospitals for the insane, 
£27,600. I am sure that the hon. 

if I have any knowlcdg,; of him, 
very gratified indeed that I have 
opportunity of showing the public of 

State what a small amount of interest 
takes in connection with ~-he~;e unfortunates 
who are sent to these hospitals suffering 
from a malady with 'which they are affiicted 
by the hand of God--

Mr. LENNON: Assume indignation, if you 
have it not.-that is your text. 

'l'he HOME SECRETARY: We have in 
the hospital at Willowburn, Toowoomba, 
one of the finest institutions of kind which 
can be found throughout the Commonwealth. 
It is perhaps not altogether built upon the most 
up-to-date model so far as the position of 
the different wards is concerned. The ,,lards 
at Will ow burn run in parallel lines, whereas 
modern experts in t:his matter consider that 
it is better that the wards should radiate. 
Still, in the way it is laid out, in the 
character of the buildings and of the accom
modation it affonls, it is undoubtedly one of 
the finest hospitals for the accommodation of 
those unfortunates that can be found in the 
Commonwealth. In view of the charge of 
neglect which has been brought against the 
Government, it may he well if I once more 
give information to hon. members as to what 
those particular buildings have cost up 
the present time. The expenditure on 
vVilJo.wburn Hospital for the Insane so fa,r 
the \Vorks Depnrtment amounts to £99,705 
'7d. 'rhe hospitnl for the insane at Ipswich is 
is also of modern type. I -ha'l'e given the 
amounts we are expending and the amounts 

b be 
amount 
to place 
so far as 

there, and also. the estimated 
be expended at Goodna in order 
latter institution in the forefront 

its accon1modation is concerned. 

Mr. LENNON: How many additional 
patients will it accommodate when you have 
these additions Hlade? 

The HOME SECRETARY: 

present 
as I have, l 

figures, to 
condition 

second instance 
accommodation 

those unfor-
The hon. 

drew atten
matters appearing in that 

in reading from the extract, 
special attention to the 

" I saw the women patients at tea. Long, 
narrow wooden tables spread with coarse un
bleached cotton-damask, whose sole adornment 

Hon. J. G. Appel.J 
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were plates of thick slices of brown bread and 
butter." 

Now, we have in the person of the present 
Inspector of Asylums a thoroughly com
petent, conscientious, and zealous officer, an 
0fficer who is absolutely up to date, so far 
as his profession is concerned; and, mark 
you, Sir, the whole matter of the diet of 
the patients is absolutely in the hands and 
under the control of the Inspector of Asy
lums, or o£ the different medical superintend
ents who are in charge of the hospitals. 
Replying to my interrogation to-day, the 
Inspector of Asylums tells me that the food 
is wholesome, sufficient, and good, and in 
every way suitable for the requirements, 
nourishment, and needs of the patients. So 
far as the tables are concerned, they are in 
every way similar to tables which are used 
for the same purpose. So far as the damask 
being unbleached is concerned, I consider that 
those of us who have purchased unbleached 
covers know that after the first washing 
they become bleached. But it seems a most 
extraordinary thing to me. I have inspected 
that asylum on different occasions, and I 
have seen that some of the tablecloths were 
unbleached, but it is a most singular thing 
that on that particular occasion every table
cloth should have been of unbleached 
damask. But what if it was? I can inform 
hon. members of this fact: The present 
inspector is doing all that he can to beautify 
the surroundings of these unfortunates. At 
the present time the bush-house is being 
very largely increased, and for what pur
pose? So that aJI the sitting-rooms and 
dining-rooms of the patients may be supplied 
with pot plants, because, even if a few plants 
and pots are destroyed, eventually the very 
beauty of the plant appeals to the inmate. 

Mr. LENNON: Quite right. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The beauti
fying of a room has a beneficial tendency 
so far as the mental condition of the patient 
is concerned. When the hon. member was 
quoting from the article last night, and 
spoke of the screams of· the patients, I inter
jected, "What else would you expect to 
find in a mental hospital?" And I say the 
same thing again to-night. . Unfortunately, 
it is a phase of those who are mentally 
afflicted, and I may tell you this : That the 
opinion expressed by the Inspector of Asy
lums to-day was that when any stranger 
visits a hospital that becomes more notice
able, and there is also a tendency, as is men
tioned in the article, for the patients to 
tear their clothing and strip their clothing 
from their bodies. That is a condition that 
is peculiar to that form of disease, and it 
more particularly occurs with the advent 
of a stranger to an asylum. But after all 
said and done, because this is an unfortunate 
symptom which belongs to that form of 
malady, are the Government to be charged 
with that as a matter which thev can avoid? 
I ask is that a matter for which any Go
vernment or any party in this House may 
be held responsible ? I admit that had they 
not done as the present Administration have 
done in connection with this matter-taken 
all the necessary steps to improve the accom
modation and to improve the status of the 
attendants so as to make them more fitted 
to nurse and attend those patients-then J 
admit myself that there would have been 
some justification for the charges which 
were made by the hon. member. 

[Hon. J. G. Appel. 

Mr. LENNON: Do you propose to have the 
person who contributed that article brought 
before the bar of the House? 

The HOME SECRETARY: That is a 
matter, I think, more for the hon. member 
to deal with. I think the hon. member 
himself must feel very small indeed--

Mr. LENNON: Not a bit of it. 

The HOME SECRETARY: That he, 
without making any inquiry, took for 
granted the statements made in a sensa
tional article--

Mr. CoLLINS: In a Government news
paper. 

The HOME SECRETARY: So written 
to procure a sale for the particular jour
nal in which it appeared. I confess I do 
not like always to be vaunting what the 
Administration is doing in connection with 
its humanitarian policy. 

Mr. LENNON: You cannot help it. 

The HOME SECRETARY: As I have 
already stated, :had the hon. member not 
m&de the statements which he did last night, 
I certainly would not have occupied the 
attention of the House this evening in con
neotion with that particular policy which is 
being pursued by bhe present Administration. 
The hon. member aHucJ,ed tc the care which 
the State shoul·d take of those chiJ.dr,en whose 
parents are unable to attend to them, or who,, 
from any other cause, happen tc be thrown 
upon the State. 

Mr. LENNON: Hea•r, hoor ! I repeat it. 

The HOME SECRETARY: As has been 
already announced in the programme put 
before the House, we :are making the neces
sary provision fo>r taking greater care of 
those State children by an up-to-date measure, 
which will be laid upon the table of the 
House for the consideration of hon. members. 
Now aJready, although possibly some hon. 
members are not aw.ar,e of ·it, we h:ave an 
Infant Life Protection Act, which is being 
administered by the police, and in connection 
with wlhich two }&ely inspectors, who are 
qualified ,as nursHs, make r,eguJ,ar inspection. 
Now, that Aot is a,cJministered by the Home 
Department, and I give the House this e.ssur
ance : that it is being carried out zealously 
and effectively, 'and the work which the two 
lady rrnspectcrs are carrying cut ,cJeserves the 
highest commendation. Furthermore, in con
nection with the Orphanage Depe.rtment, a 
large home :has been built at a place oaUed 
"Rowallan," at Kedron Brook, and every 
accommodation now exists for the purpooe of 
utilising it as a nursery and depot for children; 
and infants or the tenderest age are received 
there when they are offer,ed. No rrnfant, 
however young it may be, is passed aside
We gl•adly receive every ohild, and do &1.1 
that is possible tc bring that child up so that 
it may ,attain to manhood or womanhood. 
These are simply matters that possibly some 
hon. members, who for some reason or other 
are not able to inquire into, are not a.ware of. 
I simply st.ate it for the purpose of showing 
to hon. members, and for the informa.tion of 
those outside this Hous,e wiho are interested 
in this matter, that the present Administra
tion are honestly and thoroughly carrying out 
that humane policy which they think it is their 
duty, as the democratic party in the State, to 
carry out. (He.ar, ihear! and Opposition 
laughter.) Unfortunately, there are a certain 
number of men-I do not know whether I 
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should neally call them men-who, having 
taken unto themselves a wife, leave the whole 
oare of looking after the household-supply
ing the house-to the unfortunate woman, 
who not alone has to undertakB the ·duties 
of her motherhood, but has Ekewise to find 
all that is necessary for 'the maintaining of 
the man whom she has married. To do this, 
it is necessary for her to obtain employment 
outside her hom€. Unfortunately, or for
tunately, from whichever point you regard it, 
while the husband is not att<mding to his 
manifest duties, yet the unfortunate woman, 
in many insta.ncos, has a family of two or 
three or four small children. Now, some 
benBvolent ladies of the city of Brisbane 
formed an association called the Creche and 
Kindergarten Association, .and from small 
beginnings they h·ave now establishments :in 
Fortitude Valley, •at Red Hill, at Woolloon
gabba, and it is also proposed to establish 
a similar institution in South Brisbane, 
where such a woman may leave her children, 
howev,er young, •at a place where those chil
dren are looked after, and where, when they 
are not sufficiently old to go to a State school, 
they are instructed according to the kinder
garten plan. 

Mr. McLACHLAN: It originated at the 
Institute of Social Service in Fortitude Valley. 

The HOME SECRETARY: That is so. 
Tl1e ladies joined in with the Institute of 
Social Servioe, but they had really formed 
the association prior to that. However, the 
matter wa•S brought prominently under the 
notice of the Administration, and it appealed 
to the present Administration to such an 
extent that we are providing the necessary 
accommodation at those different, centres. 

Mr. LENNON: Was it not the past Adminis
tration? 

The HOME SECRETARY: It :is being 
continued by the present Administration. 
It was initiated by the previous Administra
tion representing the same democratic party 
undoubtedly. 

Mr. LENNON: We want to get the facts, 
that is ,aJ.l. 

The HOME SECRETARY: 'fhe first 
grant was given, I believe, by that same 
Administration to which I have already 
alluded, which was formed when the two 
democratic parties in this House united for 
tl. e progress of the State and the benefit of its 
pBople. The Administration arB providing 
also the necessary subsidies for each of those 
centres, recognising onoe mDre that it cis the 
duty of ,the State, it is the duty of tihis 
AdministratiDn, to do all they can to safe
guard •and tD improve the condition Df tho.s,e 
children, and in this and in other ways we 
claim that we are so doing. vV e hope, from 
time t0 time, similar associations may be 
started in 0the,r centres of population, 1and 
undoubtedly, if they are so start,ed, they will 
receive the same kind of consi,deration that 
the present homes are receiving from this 
Administration. I am sony that these mat
ters are not sufficiently interesting to my 
friends Dn the other side of the House. I 
really thought, when they continually g,et up 
and say, " \V e want the Government to dD 
this; the Government ought to do this; we 
foroed th8 Government to do it "-why, Sir, 
you would naturally come to thB conclusion 
that they would be only too glad to hear 
.all the present Administration is doing and 
accomplishing for the poorer members of the 
State. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! and 
laughter. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The marvBl 
to me always is that perhaps I have not yet 
.acquired the feelings that a politician sh~uld 
have. (Laughter.) I have been wondenng, 
when hon. members on the other side are 
so v,ery anxious to point out the dBficiencies 
of the Government, why, at least, they do not 
o-ive them some credit for what they ,are 
~ccompLishing. Now, I notice that the hon. 
member last night said nothing about the 
Workers' Dwellings Act. vVhy, Sir, I 1at. 
least ,expected t1he bon. member would :have 
said, " We forced the Government to place 
that Act on the statute-book." 

JYlr. HARDACRE: We, forced them to im
prove it. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I really won
der, now that the Act is proving to be sudh a 
success and that so many persons are enabled, 
owing to the favourable conditions under 
that Act, to provide themselvBs with homes 
of the,ir own-I wonder that they are not 
continually going round the country s,aying, 
"Yes; we daim credit for that. We foroed 
them tD do it." (Laughter.) No, they re
main discreetly silent in connection with all 
other matters which the Government are 
consistently carrying out for the benefit o,f 
the community. 'Why, we had a few minutes 
ago commendation paid to the Gov,ernmcnt 
for the way we are conducting the Diaman
tina Hospital. Why did not the hon. gentle
man last night, with the knowledge he has, 
or should have, tell this House that not alone 
are we carrying that hospital on eff.ectiv,ely, 
but \h,ave expended over £3,000 to make 
e;dditions so as to accommodate .a 1ar:;9r 
number of patients? 

Mr. LENNON: Win the hon. gentlerrBn 
have the kindness to Temember that we arB 
physically incapable of saying ,things as he 
would have us say them? 

The HOME SEORETARY: I quite admit 
that-(laughter)-but I am sorry the hon. 
gentleman has 'admitted that he is incapable 
of telling the truth. (Government laughter.) 

Mr. LENNON: That is unfair. 

'Dhe HOME SECRETARY: I regret it_ 
Though I have eveTy respect for the hon. 
gentleman--

Mr. LENNON: Mr. Speaker,-I ask you if 
the Home Secretary is justified in stating 
that I am incapable of telling the truth? 

The SPEAKER: Had the Home Secr••tary 
said that, he would have been out of ord'''r; 
but I could not understand from what I 
heard that any imputation o£ that sort was 
made on the hon. gentleman. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

The HOME SECRETARY: I have too 
great an admiration personally for the hon. 
gentleman to even imply that l.e would not 
tell the truth. (Laughter.) I only regret 
that, having the interests of the democracy 
of this State so much at heart. he does not 
tell that democracy at least ..:vhat the Go .. 
vernment are striving to do for the benefit 
of tho poorer members of the community. 
He miglt at least have given some informa
tion a,s to what the State is doing in connec
tion with the Dunwich Benevolent Asylum, 
where the accommodation is being improved 
by the erection of an up-to,-date kitchen and 
steam laundry to make the condition of those 
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poor old pioneers mor·e comfortable. Do we 
hear any complaints from ·the lazaret, wherB 
those unfortunate lepers are confined? \Vhy 
not? The State is striving to do all it can
and properly s.o-to ameliorate the condition 
of those unfortunates. 

Mr. RYAN: 'fhere is no nurse there now. 

The SECRETARY: The hon. 
that I have personally 

. . clergy of different de-
nommatwns told them that, so far as 

concerned, the amount is no object 
only a look 

The HOME SECRETARY: I do not 
know. 

Mr. I . .iENNON: Y~ou ought to know. 

amount? 
£70 was offered 

RYAN: By advertisement? 

a 
to 

HOME SECRE'l'ARY: I do not 

LENNON: You ought to know. 

sorneone. 

Mr. RnN: Advertise a good sa.hry. 
The HOME 

tion with this 
gentleman 
given 

Mr. FERRICKS: 
North? 

one for the 

The HOME SECRETARY: At the time the 
Dalby Jubilee Sanatorium was established, it 

[Han. J. G. Appel. 

was considered that it would be sufficient to 
for the whole of the State. To-day 

are being called for two additional 
that institution; but I have come 

conclusion that when those arc com
practically we shall not be able to 

with more patients there, and it 
be erect a similar institu-

portion of the State. I 
gentleman who interjected 

the commission recommend 
a sanatorium in the Central 
a that will 

and, is found 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

OPPOSITION MEnrBERS: Hear, hear ! That is 
want we want. · 

yea.rs. 
Mr. FOLEY: We will after the next election. 

The HOl\TE. SECRETARY: 
are always talking about after 
tion. I can enly express the 
shall all meet here again 
election. 

OPPOSITION l\1EMBERS: Hear, 
laughter. 

members 
next elec

that we 
the next 

hear! and 
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The HOME SECRETARY: Putting to one 
side the necessary division that there must be 
between parties, I hope we may that 
State socialism is a desirable object, when 
any member of an Administra,tion has the 
courage to stand up in this House and state 
that he is a, State sociali'st and that he will 
,endeavour to carry out th~ policy which is 
allied to such a principle, he should at least 
receive the cr<Jdit which his courage entitles 
him to. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, Hear! 

The HOME SECRETARY: That leads me 
to this: That, so far as this Administration is 
concerned, they are carry:ng out such a policy. 
In connection with the Vvorkors' Dweilings 
Act we have a policy which be said to be 
a policy of State so.cialism, which, as mv 
friend, the Secretarv for Public Instruction" 
interjects, was opposed by hen. member~ 
opposite, which might possibly arif:e from 
fact that they have not made a studv of 
policy. " 

Mr. MuRPHY: The \'Vorkers' 
not assist the really 

something in your 
right direction. 

The HOME SECRETARY: It is a step in 
the right direction, as the hon. member says. 
'VV e have on the list of measutos a Sugar 
Works Bill, which hon. members will find 
embodi,es that State policy-a policy wherebv 
the State endeavours tQ assist those who arc 
prepared to assist themselves, and who desire 
to improve the conditions of themselves and 
their childrBn. There is onlv one other matter 
that I wish to mention. Hon. members on 
the other side, when the que,stion of immigra
tion comes up, are very fond of saying, " We 
are not opposed to immigration, but we are 
opposed. to spending money to enable those 
who desire tQ become citizens with us come 
to the Commonwealth." How many us and 
our fathelJ!3 would have been able, to come to 
Queensland if we and they had had to pay 
the passage money? Under even the im
proved conditions which exist in Great Britain 
and other countries oJ Europe to-day, how 
many workers would be able to break up 
their homes and pay the necessary passage 
money, if they had to do so, to become mem
bers of the State of Queensland? Hon. mem
?ers,. whe,n they say they are not oppQsed to 
ImJ?'grahon, but are opposed to giving 
assistance to these men who have not the 
necessary means to come here, know how 
hollow their professions are in respect. 

Mr. RYAN: " Charity begins at home." 

The HOME SECRETARY: I consider it is 
our duty to assist those men and women of 
kindred blood to ourselves, and \vho are a.nxi
ous and willing to improve their condition
lt is a duty imposed o,n us under our more 
prosperous conditions here to provide them 
with tho necessary assistance to come to 
Queensl":nd, and I am thankful to say that 
ihey do m the majority of cases improve their 
condition, a~1d raise themsdves - frc;'11 the 
position thev wer,e in in the land of their 
birth, " 

GOVERNMENT ]}/[EMBERS: Hear, hear! 

. The HOME SECRETARY: Last night the 
lion. senior member for Ipswich mentioned the 
matter of the appointment of a chief inspector 
in the Mines Department. This appointment 
has been rendered necessary by the Mining 
Act, and the regulations under which mining 

is now conducted. The hon, memlcer drew 
attentioD to the fact that there was a number 
of men in Queensland who had all the quaJifi. 
cations necesary to fill that position, and that 
the de]Cartment, instead of going outside the 
State, should have obtained an officer within 
the State. For the information of hon. mom· 
hers who arG interested in rnining, I may ~ay 
that the work of the particular ollicer who has 
been appointed will be in connection with 
coalmines. Unfortunately, firedamp and gas 
have commenced to make themselves apparent 
in some of our coalmincs, and the permanent 
officials of the department co.nsider<Jd that it 
was necessary under the new conditions of 

that an officer should be appointed 
had experi0nce of firedamp and gas 

as of the improved eloectrical appliances 
which are novv being used in coalmines, and 
who had had exper:,ence of regulations similar 
te: those under ·which mining is carried on in 
QueenslRnd. 'Tlw gentleman who has been 
appointed haR had a ]ar,s;ce experience ln con
nection with coalmining in Great Britain, and 
holds a British mining manager's certificate. 

also had larg.e experience in connection 
coaln1ining in India., holds a rnining 

certificate from Government of 

lYir. J\1URPHY: How many inspectors do yon 
propose to appoint? 

HOJ\LE SECRETARY: We propose to 
something like three more, but it 

was necessary that this appointment should 
be made immediately. I &imply give this 
information so that hon. members may know 
why this gentleman was required to have the 
quaiifieations which the department considered 
necessary for such an officer. I do not intend 
to occupy the time of the House any longer. 
As usual, I have to thank hon. members for 
the courtesy which they have accorded to me 
in listening to the· remarks I have made. I 
can only express the hope, which has been 
expressed by othBr speakers, that, however 
we may be divided in t,hB House, when demo
cratic measures which make for the improve
ment of the conditions of the people of the 
State are brought forward for our considera
tion, we may join together to make them 
law. 

Mr. MURPHY: Don't you think that before 
you sit down you ought to deal with the 
missions you visited? 

The HOME SECRETARY: I shall be very 
pleased t.o, do that on another occasion. If I 
started on that question now I am afraid 
that some of us would he burning the mid
night oil here, but I shall take the first oppor
tunity which offers to deal with that par
ticular matt0r, and I feel sure that when I 
do so it will bB found that the matter is of 
interest to pra8t,ically every member of this 
House. 

HoNODRABLE lYlllMBEllS: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. COLLINS (Burke): I have no inten

tion of replying to the Home &cretary. I 
notice that in the first paragraph of the Go
vernor's Speech reference is made to the 
coronation, and I understand that the Govern· 
ment spent a certain amount of money in a 
display of fireworks in Brisbane. In justice 
to the rest of the State, a similar amount 
should have been spent in places throughout 
Queensland. If it was a wise thing to have 
fireworks here in Brisbane to celebrate the 
crowning of a king and queen, it would 
have beeJJ just as well to have had fireworks 
in the electorate I represent, because the 

Mr. Coll1'"ts.l 
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people of that electorate have to contribute 
their proportio'l of the amount spent in Bris
bane. 

Mr. MULLAN: We have just had a display 
of firewm·ks from the Home Secretary. 

The Ho~IE SECRETARY: They were effective, 
at any rate. 

Mr. COLLINS: The paTagraph goes on to 
say--

" The people of Queensland joined in the 
thanksgiving and rejoicing that attended the 
coronation of our beloved King and Queen, and 
in the demonstrations of enthusiastic loyalty 
and devotion." 

I do not know why fireworks should be 
required to create loyalty. People should be 
loyal with-)ut having a big display of fire
works. If similar means were adopted 
throughout the Empire for this wonderful 
display of loyalLy, ail I h"'ve to say is that 
1t was a false loyalty. There should be no 
necessity for fireworks to create loyalty in 
any man. So far as I am concerned, I am 
loyal to this State and to the Commonwealt,h 
generally, and I cannot get enthusiastic over 
the crowning of either a king or queen. 
Therefore, the display of fireworks ·was un
necessary as far as I was concerned, and may 
have been unnecessary as far as a large 
number of people whom I represent are con
cerned. The Home Secretary made some refer
ence to State socialism, and boasted that he 
was a State socialist. If I understand any
thing at all about socialism, it aims, or 
should aim, at bringing about a more equal 
distributioct of the wealth that exists at the 
present t,ime in the State of Queensland, and 
I cannot find anything in the programme of 
the Government which will tend to bring 
about. a more equal distribution of wealth. 
There is a sentence in the_ Governor's Speech 
which reads as follows:-

" A succession of good seasons ha8 produced 
unexampled prosperity, and there is every 
hope that this prosperity will continue." 

What do the words " unexampled prosperity" 
really mean? Prosperity for whom? Do they 
mean prosperity for the mass of the people 
who produce the wealth of the St,ate? They 
ought to do, but do they? As far as I can 
see, 2 per cent. of the population only enjoy 
the benefits of t,h:s prosperity, and the other 
98 per oent. do not possess that prosperity. 
My attention was drawn to this mat,ter by 
the remarb made by the chairman of the 
Brisbane Chamber of Commerce, Mr. Mac
kenzie, as reported in the Courier of the 7th 
June last. That gentleman, in referring to 
the income tax, stated that only 2 per cent. 
of the population were paying that tax. 
What, does that mean? According to Knibbs, 
the wealth production in Queensland for 1909 
was £26,565,000, and our estimated population 
572,654. According to the income tax returns 
for 1909, there were 11,956 persons whose in
come from property and personal exertion 
amounted to £6,424,368. In other words, 
11,956 persons took nearly one-fourth of the 
total wealth produced in Queensland. The 
persons who took that, la·rge amount can boast 
of the prosperity of Queensland. We find 
that each of those 11,956 persons received on 
an average an income of £537. Assuming 
that each income tax payer is the head of a 
family of five persons, we have 59,780 per
sons taking £6,424,368, or an average of £107 
each. Then, again, we have 604 companies 
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whose incomes amounted to £2,763,478; so 
that we find 11,965 persons and 604 companies 
took as their share £9,187,846. _ 

Mr. WIENHOLT: How many shareholders 
were there in those companies? 

Mr. COLLINS: I- rang up the Government 
Statostician and also the Commi·ssioner of 
Income 'l'ax to see if they could give me the· 
information, but they were unable to do so; 
but, from my experience of the present 
economic system, I should say that the 11,956, 
payers of income tax. are likely to be the 
principal shareholders m the compames I have 
mentioned. That leaves only £17,372,154 to
he divided a,mongst the remainder of the 
populat,ion-namely, 512,874 persons-or, In 
other words, while the average income of the 
well-to-do in Queensland was £107 each, the 
average income of the remainder of th~ pop:'
lation was only £33 each. The Premwr smd 
last night that the people wJ:o leave the United' 
Kingdom to come to th1s country ha~e 
greater opportunities here than they had m 
the United Kingdom, but the hon. gentleman 
must recollect that the swme economic system 
is going on here, which enables a little over 
2 per cent. of the population of the State to 
take nearly one-fourth of the total nat1onal 
income. And there is nothmg in the Govern
ment programme, so far as I can see, to bring 
about a, mote equal distribution of wealth. 
As Sir Samuel Griffith stated in the year 1888, 
the great, social problem of the present age 
is not how to accumulate wealth, but how to 
get a more equal distribution of it. That is 
the problem that faces not only this Stat.e, 
but the whole of the civilised world. 

Mr. MuRPHY: Does not the Government 
recognise that 1 

Mr. COLLINS: IU does not matter what 
the Government may do, the people are com
mencing to recognise it. 'l'he people are 
commencing to ask themselves, "Are we to. 
remain for ever hewers of wood and drawers 
of water?'·' producing wealth in_ abundance, 
while 2 per cent. of the populatiOn take the 
largest. proportion of that wealth. In 1910 
the estimated population of the State was. 
593,234. I was unable to get from the Go
vernment Statistician the amount of wealth 
produced in the State during last year, but 
I have estimated it at £28,000,000. Now we 
find that in that year 12,776 persons, accord
ing to the income tax returns, took £7,178,080,. 
or an average income of £560. Those figures
show an increase for those well-to-do persons 
of £23 per head. Then there were 663 com
panies with "' total income of £3,278,663. 
Thcts we have 12,776 persons and 663 com
panies taking £10,456,743 out of an estimated· 
total production of £28,000,000. Can you 
point to any country in the world that has 
anything ·,vorse than that to show? When 
such a few persons can take the bulk of the 
wealth in that way, it is time we had a change 
of Government; ill is time that we had a 
change of thought in Queensland; it is time 
that the people commenced to understand 
economics better than they understand them 

'to-day. Those figures show that the number 
of payers of income tax hwd increased during
last year by 820 persons and 59 companies, 
and that the increase in the wealth of thooe 
persons end those companies amounted to 
£1,268,897. That rs ;yhere our prosperit}' 
really is. The prosnenty of the country 1s 
in the possession of those few persons. I 
can understand the chairman of the Brisbane
Chamber of Commerce getting up and saying-
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that the country is prospBrous. I ca.n under
stand the great, merchants in Brisbane saying 
that the country is prosperous. Certainly it 
is prosperous for those few persons. But 
that is not prosperity. What we want is to 
see the bulk of the people prosperous-the 
500,000 odd persons whose incomes are under 
£200 per annum. Assuming that the total 
wealth produoti on in 1910 was £28,000,000, 
we find that £17,543,257 had to be divided 
amongst the remainder of the population, 
which would g-ive an average income of £33 
for the poor people, while the average income 
of the well-to-do was £560. No wonder that 
these Chambers of Commerce talk about the 
prosperity of the country ! They can afford 
to talk about the prosperity of the country. 
Allowin}l that, each payer of income tax is 
the head of a family of five persons, 63,880 
persons took £7,178,080, or an average of £112 
each as compared wit_h £33 for the r:est of the 
population. Now, 1t ma:v be nomted out 
again when we examine these figures more 

' closelv, that thP.re is one indus-
[10 p.m.] try in this State-nam~ly,. the 

pastoral mdustry-that IS m a 
very high state of prosperity-(h_ear,, hear !) 
-a very high state of prospenty 1,ndeed. 
What· do we find. accordmg to tho mcome 
tax returns of 1910? We find that 1,603 
pastoralists tak'l £2,477,879, which is more 
than one-twelfth of the total wealth pro
duced in the State of Queensland for the 
year 1910. Then, again, we have forty-four 
pastoral companies, which take £975,086. 
which makes the total taken by the pas
toral industry, companies and individuals, 
£3,452,965, or nearly one-eighth of the total 
wealth produced. Just fancy nearly one
eig-hth of the total wealth of Queensland 
being- taken by those few persons! ·No 
wonder the farmer wants to awaken from 
his long sleep. It will be a source of 
pleasure to me to go amongst the farmers 
and tell them that their interests do not 
lie with the present Government, which is 
supporting- squattocracy, and makes no 
effort to bring about a more equitable dis
tribution of wealth. (Hear, hear !) The 
hon. member for Carpentaria this after· 
noon, to my mind, made a slight mistake. 
He is well able to take care of himself, but 
the inference that may be taken from his 
remarks was that no farmBr paid income tax 
as they were all below £200. I want to 
point out that he is entirely wrong there. 
The income tax returns for 1910 shew that 
1,400 farmers and fruitgrowers did pay 
income tax, and the:v had an avera~;e income 
of £316. I want the farmers' rep,:-,senta
tives to take notice of that. Their B.vetage 
income is £316, according to th0 ircom; 
tax returns, while the average income of the 
pastoralist is £1,545. Yet they sit behind a 
Government that is supporting th,tl; parti
cular class and! looking after the interests 
of that particular class. Then we hav.e ihe 
merchants. The Chamber of Commer0e gen
erally consists of merchants, and these aF; 
the gentlemen who talk about the pr·ospedty 
of the country. They want immigration; 
they want thousands of people to be brought 
out here to buy their goods, so that they 
can become richer. What is the position of 
these merchants? They can talk about pros
perity. They have an average income of 
£1,451. They are next to the pastoralists. 
No wonder the:v talk prosperity. No wonder 
thBy want a vigorous policy of immigration, 
and no wonder they support the present 
Government. Even in Great Britain, with 

all her boast about the unequal distribution 
of wealth, I do not. think there is any more 
unequal distribution of wealth in that coun
try than there is in a. young State like 
Queensland. It is to the interests of this 
Government to look after the well-to-do and 
not to look after the masses of the people. 
I am not concerned about the rich man at 
all. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You are 
not concerned about the poor man, either. 

Mr. COLLINS: That is an unkind inter
jection to say that I am not concerned 
about the poor man. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You are 
not. 

Mr. COLLINS: But I am. I am con
cerned about a better distribution of the 
wealth produced. 

'l'ho SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You are 
not concerned about the poor man whom you 
advised not to work. 

Mr. COLLINS: If the hon. member 
refers to the speech I made to the sugar
workers at Bundaberg, I glory in it. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. COLLINS: I want to make a further 
reference to the pastcralists. We have a 
Federal Arbitration Court sitting to decide 
what wages shall be paid to the men in the 
pastoral industry on the one hand, and what 
wages the poor pastoralists can afford t& 
give on the other hand. Just imagine these 
poor pastoralists fighting, as they have been 
ftghting, so bitterly against an increase to the 
men, although they take nearly oge-eighth of 
the wealth produced in the State them
selves ! Yet they are fighting the men in 
the Federal Arbitration Court. According to
thB wealth produced from that industry-and 
the figures for 1909 are similar to those for 
1910, and for some years it has been the 
same-that particular industry is making 
enormous profits at the expense of ·the State· 
by getting their lands so cheap and getting 
cheap transport for their produce. The 
Home Secretary talks a lot about State 
socialism. but I would remind him that there 
is another school of socialism, and that is 
called social democracy. I would point out 
that the income tax returns for this year, 
1911, show a wonderful increase. Last year 
we received £304,693 from income- tax, and 
this year we received £348,000. I expect 
that when we get the detailed account of 
the figures they will go to show that more 
wealth has gone into the hands of these few 
persons. And yet there is so much talk of 
prosperity ! I am surprised myself at any 
farming representative sitting behind the· 
present Government. 

Mr. FERRICKS: It is a Government of 
middlemen. 

Mr. COLLINS: I am surprised at farmers 
supporting the Government. I am surprised 
at so few farmers paying income tax in 
proportion to the total numbe1· of people 
in the State. The farmers and worknrs 
should he side by side. The present Govern
ment have made no effort in their programme 
to bring about a better state of t:hing~ fc.r· 
the workers. The Government are desirous. 
of allowing things to go on as they are going, 
and they are going on in the direction, 
as I have stated, of giving the wealth pro
duced in this State to a few persons. That 

Mr. Collins.] 
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is what it really amounts to. We heard a 
lot of talk about immigration. Of course 
J can quite understand the pastoralists wish: 
ing for immigration. The Premier men
tioned that t~e pastoralists had large sums 
·of money to mvest. I am quite willing to 
admit that the pastoralists have large sums' 
of money to invest when 1,603 persons take 
one-twelfth of the wealth of Queensland. 
There is a lot of talk about shortage of 
labour, but there would be no shortage of 
labour in the West or anywhere -else if the pro
ducer got his fair share of the wealth that he 
produced. 'l'he mercantile community on the 
one hand, an?- the pastoralists on the other, 
do _not want the rest of the community to get 
a httle more of that wealth. That is the rea
son they are in favour of this vi.uorous immi
gration policy. It may be, if I w~re a capital-
ist . and lived solely for the acqui1·ing of 
capital, I, too, would want a vigorous policy 
of immigration-more wealth-producers. That 
is what they really want, and that is 
not only so in this State of Queensland, but 
throughout the Commonwealth and the civil-
ised world, but I pleased say we are on 
the eve of great workman is 
awakening, as it were, sleep, and I 
hope the Government recognise that, and 
that they will make a to bring about 
b_etter conditions than we at the present 
time. So far as I am concerned, I am 
opposed to the State system of immigration. 
I believe if you make conditions good here 
as I have said before in this House, you ca~ 
have a native-born population. I am in
clined to think if you make the conditions 
good ·you could double the population of 
Queensland in about fifteen years. That is 
if we had~ good conditions, not conditions 
that exist in some of our industries in this 
State, which, as I said before, are only 
single-men industries. They are not indus-
tries which enable a man keep a wife and 
family in comfort, and not likely 
to be while you have a takino· 
the bulk of the wealth, are doing 
at the present time. I want to a few 
words on what I term logrolling, I find 
exists in political life. I am sorry to say it 
does exist. We have heard a lot about the 
railway policy of the Government. The 
Premier stated that several railways were 
to be built into agricultural centres. I 
interjected on hvo occasions, "How about 
the mining centres?" But there was no reply. 
Now, the part of Queensland I represent also 
desires a railway. 'Ve desire the linking up 
of the railway from Forsayth to Croydon, and 
the Minister for Railways is well aware that 
a deputation, consisting of the residents of 
that part of Queensland, waited on him when 
he visited my electorate, and I hope that is 
the railway that is mentioned in the pro
gramme. 

Mr. D. HuNTER: Is that in Queensland? 

Mr. COLLINS: The best thing the bon 
member for W oolloongabba can do is. the 
n!O)xt time I visit my electorate, to take a 
tnp with me. We all know, owing to the 
heavy fall of rain and the washaways on the 
Cairns Railway, the people in my electorate 
had a very anxious timo. In fa.ct, I had a 
very anxious time myself along with the rest, 
as we were afraid we would not be able to 
get food supplies, and no one knows the 
anxiety it caused except those persons who 
happened to be in that part of Queensland 
at that particular time. I would point out, if 
the railway was linked up from Forsayth to 
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Croydon, that danger would be done away 
with, as we would then have an additional 
method of getting our food supplies on the 
Etheridge, and also. they would be able to 
get through to Chillagoe and other parts 
that were affected. Therefore, I hope the 
Government will take that into consideration. 
I believe the construction of that railway 
would not only help to develop our mines, 
but I understand, and have seen it myself, 
that we have a fair amount of good land on 
the Gilbert River that is suitable for settle
ment. Therefore, I hope that is the one rail
way that is mentioned for the North. Since 
I have been in Parliament I have been mak
ing an effort to get land thrown open for 
selection in my electorate, and I notice that, 
on the 11th August, there is a certain amount 
of land to be throvm open at Einasleigh. 
I wish to point out that, to my mind, the 
Government have not resumed suffici-ent land 
about Einasleigh, nor have they resumed the 
best part of the run about Einasleigh, T~e 
resumption has taken place on Carpentana 
Downs, which, I undertsand, is owned by 
the Queensland Meat Export Company. The 
land the Government has resumed is on the 
north side of the railway-that is, Ol,l the 
Etheridge Railway. There is no resumptiOn, 
so far I can see by the plans, on the south 
side the railway. On the south side we 
have of the most mag-nificent land, I 
suppose, is in Queensland. It is situ-
ated between two rivers--Copperfield on the 
one hand and the Einasleigh on the other. 
Now why that land has not been resumed 
I cai;not because we all know the Minis-
ter can one-fourth of Carpentaria 
Downs at anv I mention this because 
when I was "in my electorate a number of 
people waited upon me and said that is the 
place they would· !ike to get a selection, 
going out to what IS known as Carpentaria 
Downs gato-a splendid piece o.f country : i':l 
fact I am told you can go throug-h magm
fice,;t country for a distance of 70 miles, and 
I just mention this so that the Minister will 
know that, so far as I am concerned, I am 
not satisfied, neither will the people living in 
that particular locality be satisfied. In fact, 
I had a letter from a gentleman the other 
day and he said he had written down to 
Ne>~ South Wales to inquire in reference to 
the Barren Jack-to see if he could acquire 
land there, as he was tired of waiting for the 
Government to throw land open in that par
ticular district. At any rate, the Govern
ment has thrown open p, small amount, and 
I want to point out now, in the event of that 
land not being taken up-I want this House 
to remember, 'if any of the Government sup
porters say, when the land was thrown open 
the people did not acquire it, that the land 
thrown open is not the best land by a long 
way. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : Is there 
not good land to the north of the railway? 

Mr. COLLINS: Yes, a portion of the land 
thrown open is very good. I am willing to 
admit that. Then, again, I want to point 
out there has been considerable delay in tlie 
building of a school at Kidston. Here is a 
place that has been in existence over three 
years, and it has a population of over 700 
persons, and we have not got a school there 
yet. I believe it is being built at the _pre
sent moment, but there has been a consider· 
able delay that ought not to have taken 
place. The contracto;r was given an extension 
of time, and so on, and so on, and at the 



Papers. [20 Juu.] 

present moment we have an increased popu
lation, and there is no doubt the school will 
prove too small when it is compl<lted. Then, 
again, in reference to the taking over of the 
Etheridge Railway, in November last I 
asked the Minister for Railways when was 
the Etheridge Railway to be taken over, and 
he told me in February. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The 5th 
February. 

Mr. COLLINS: It was not formally taken 
over on the 5th February. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It was form
ally taken over. 

Mr. COLLINS: I hope the Government 
made a thorough examination of the line 
before they took it over. During floods two 
bridges were washed away, and nne.rly a 
quarter of a mile of line, showing that the 
railway was constructed in a shoddy manner. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It stood 
three wet seasons. 

Mr. COLLINS: Some of the men who 
worked there told me that the line was not 
well built. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I think you 
can trust our railway officials. 

Mr. COLLINS: I hope the Government 
·Inade every inquiry before taking it c)ver. 
Another thing, I do not see why the elec
torate I represent was ignored by the 
Mine"' _Phthisis Commission. According to 
the of.ficral records, there are more miners in 
the Burke thAn there A.re on Gympie, yet the 
commission did not stop to make any in
quiry into the condition of the miners on the 
Etleridge. Of course I understand that they 
had a large area of country to get over. 

Mr. D. HUNTER: Did they ask the com
mission to go ? 

Mr. COLLINS: Of course they wanted the 
commission to go there·. There i:s a large 
number of Croydon miners in that elec
torate, and there have been several deaths 
from phthisis in the different hospitals. 
People were not satisfied at the commission 
not calling there, and I have received com
munications to that effect. I am not going 
to criticise the report of the commission at 
the present stage, but I will take the oppor
tunity of doing so at a later period. (Hear, 
hear!) 

Mr. GRAY,'SON (Cunningham): I beg to 
move the adjournment of the debate. 

Question put and passed. 
The resumption of the debate was made an 

Order of the Day for to-morrow. 
The House adjourned at twtenty-three 

minutes past 10 o'clock. 
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