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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

THURSDAY, 15 DECEMBER, 1910. 

The PBESIDE"T (Hon. Sir Arthur Morgan) 
took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

WOODFORD TO KILCOY RAILWAY. 

PBESE}iTATION OF REPORT OF SELECT 
COM:\IITTEE. 

Hox. A. H. BARLOW presented the re­
port of the Select Committee on this line, 
and moved that it be printed. 

Question put and passed. 

MARY VALLEY RAILWAY-KEEFTON 
TO IMBIL. 

PRESENTATION OF REPORT OF SELECT 
CO:Il:MITTEE. 

HoN. A. H. BARLOW presented the re­
port of the Select Committee on this line, 
and moved that it be printed. 

Question put a.nd passed. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON GAYNDAH 
TO MUNDUBBERA RAILWAY. 

ATTENDANCE OF ME;;IBER OF LEGISLATIVE 
AssEMBLY. 

The PRESIDENT announced the receipt 
of a message from the Assembly granting 
permission to Mr. Charl·es Joseph Booker, 
member of the Legislativ·e Assembly for the 
eltdoral clistrict of Maryborough, to attend 
and give evidence before the ScJect Com­
mittee upon this railway, if he thought fit. 

MINES REGULATION BILL. 
ME1'SAGE FROM ASSE)TBLY. 

The PRESIDENT announced the receipt 
of a message from J.he Assembly relative to 
the consideration by the Assembly of the 
Council's amendments in this Bill. 

On the motion of HoN. A. H. BARLOW, 
the message was ordered to be taken into 
consideration at a later hour of the sitting. 

[Mr. White. 

MEAT AND DAIRY PRODUCE EN­
COURAGEMENT ACTS AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

THIRD READING. 

On the motion of the HoN. A. H. BAR­
LOW, the Bill was read a third time, 
passed. and ordered to be returned to the 
Legislative Assembly, by message in the 
usual form. 

OFFICIAL INQUIRIES EVIDENCE 
BILL. 

THIRD READING. 

On the motion of the HoN. A. H. BAR­
LOW, the Bill was read a third time, 
passed, and ordered to be transmitted to the· 
Legislative Assembly for their concurrence, 
by message in the usual form. 

NOR'rH COAST RAILWAY BILL. 
SECOND READING. 

HoN. A. H. BARLOW said: This is not 
so ambitious a project as the one which the 
Council was good enough to pass last night. 
It proYides for a connecting line of railway 
from Rockhampton to Cairns, and it takes 
in the following existing lines:-19~ miles of 
the Mackay Railway; 38 miles of the Proser­
pine Tramway; 45 miles of the Bowen Rail­
way; 44 miles of the Ayr Tramway; 6 miles 
of the Great Northern Railway-because it 
junctions outside Townsville; and 37 milec. of 
the Cairns-11ulgrave Tramway, making 189~ 
miles, and leaving 454 miles to be constructed 
-making a grand total of 643~ miles from 
Rockhampton to Mourilyan and Cairm, I 
hope the Council will excuse me for reading 
and commenting on the Commissioner's re­
port, but I .am sure it is much superior to 
anything I could produce-

Plans have not been completed for the whole 454 
miles, but they are being prepared, and already 
there are sufficient to enable construction to 1)'e 
commenced almost immediately at Rockhampton, 
Mackay. Bobawaba (the present terminus of the 
:Bowen line), and Towns~,:ille. The estimated cost 
\£2,320,000, exclusive of land resumptiom:) of the 
Jines to be built must not be taken as exact, but 
it is fairly reliable, as more than the usual a1Iow­
ance has been made for contingencies where the 
country has not been thoroughly examined, and I 
am confident it will not be exceeded. I have not 
estimated the cosi; of the 189! miles already exist­
Lag, because 70t of these (i.e., 19~ Mackay, 45 
Bowen, 6 Great Northern) are already provided for, 
and the three tramways (in all 119 miles) proposed 
to be taken over have been built with money 
borrowed from the Treasury. 

The Commissioner further says-
In addition to the cost of the railways, there must 

of course be an expenditure on rolling--stock, even 
after taking into account the fact that rolling­
stock at Rockhampton, Mackay, Bowen, and Towns­
ville can be utilised to better advantage than at 
present; and this I estimate at £182,500. 

This continuous line will have the effect of 
enabling the rolling-stock to be used right 
away from Brisbane to Cairns. In point of 
fact, when this railway is completed, if any­
body felt disposed to undergo such a martyr­
dom, he could get into a railway train at 
Cairns and stay in it until he arrived at 
Oodnadatta, in South .Australia, with a small 
hiatus betwe·en Tweed Heads and Murwillum· 
bah. The Commissioner further says-

It is difficult to arrive at any reliable estimate 
of revenue and expenditure. I have assumed that 
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the service to start with will average two trains 
(one each way) per day throughout the whole length 
of the line, which will involve an-
expenditure of 
and interest on £2,32:0,000, at 3 per cent. 

or a total of 
Uevenue 

£67,138 
69,600 

136,738 
120,000 

leaving a loss to start with of £16,7JS; 
which w1ll work out at one-third of a penny per 
acre on the lands within the benefited areas, or 
nine-tenths of a penny per £1 on the present valua­
tion. I do not, however, anticipate any loss except 
at the beginning, as the linking up of the present 
lines must necessarily develop a traffic which at 
present cannot be estimated, and there is a gain 
in the conveyance of mails to be taken into account 
as well. 

As illustrating the effect of linking up isolated 
lines, I have had a return prepared showing the 
combined capital cost of the Southern and "\Vestern, 
M.aryborough, Mount Perry, und Central Hailways, 
and the interest returned thereon in 1890, 1900, 
and 1910. The result is:-

Capital Interest 
Cost. Ret tuned 

1890-Four so,arate rail- Per Ce11t. 
ways ... ... .. £11,656,000 £1H's. 9d. 

1900-Linked up into two 
sepu.l'ate t·ailways .. £15,217,917 £2 13s. 4d. 

1910- All four combined 
into one railway £19,0~0,936 £4 ls. 3d 

I do not wish it to be inferred that this pro­
gressive result is due altogether to the linking up, 
because other eonditions have contributed, but un­
iloubtedly a great part of it is, as the chief 
passenger traffic between Brisbane, Maryborough, 
Bundaberg, Rockhampton, and all the Central Rail· 
way, previously carried by water, is now carried 
by railway, and we may reasonably look for the 
same ~xperience between Rockhampton, Mackay, 
Townsville, Charters Towers, etc., etc. 

For the purposes of the Act the land between 
llockhampton and Cairns has been divided into 
five railway districts, or benefited areas as de­
lineated in the schedule; and each division: wiH be 
responsible only for the loss on the railwn,y within 
its district, that is to say-

Area A will he responsible for the loss, if any, 
L~w;,~~c~1lway from Rockhampton to st. 

123 miles in length, estimated to cost £558,100. 
Area B, from St. Lawrence to Midge Point, near 

Repulse Bay-
19t miles already provided for, and 

122 miles to be constructed, estimated to 
cost £556,200 

14l!t miles 

.Area C, from Midge Point to the southern or 
right-hand bank of the Burdekin River-

83 miles already provided for, and 
30 miles to be constructed, estimated to 

cost £113,200 

113 miles 

Area D, from the snuthern bank of the Burdekin 
River to a point south of Cardwell, on the 
Hinchinbrook Passage-

50 n1iles already provided for, and 
91 miles to be constructed, estimated to 

cost £382,000 

141 miles 

.Area E, from near Cardwell to Cairns-
37 miles already provided for, and 
88 miles to be constructed, estimated to 

cost £528,000 

125 miles 

The loss, if any, on the Mackay Railway, Bowen 
Railway, or Great Northern Railway will not be 
charged to the railway districts, but to the consoli-

1910-BL 

da(ed revenue, as at present. North and South 
1~ockhampt0n (combined) and rrownsville will each 
bear one-ftfth part of the loss, if any, o~ the rail­
ways within the respective railway districts in 
which these municipalities are situated; nnd 
l\Utckay, Bowen, and Cairns one-tenth part of the: 
loss, if any, on the railways within the respective 
railway districts in which they are situated. 

In view of the small loss between the estimated 
revenue and expenditure (and which I am certain 
will be confined to the earlier stages), the great 
advantages to present settlers, the future lJenefit 
in the wav of increased ~:~ettlement, and the conse­
quent development of the various ports along the 
coast, I strongly recommend the con~truc~io~ of 
{his railway, which I am confident Will within a·. 
very short period prove a valuable asset to the~ 
State. In addition to these advantages to the State,. 
it is, to my mind, absolutely necessary to provide 
for the rapid mobilisation of the Australian De-­
fence Force at any one of the ports on our Eastern._ 
coast. 

Apart from other considerations that is 1> 
very important one. The amount to be bor­
rowed for this line is not very excessive, 
although it is £2,DDG,OOO. But we have learnt 
to talk in millions lately. The joining up of 
this disconnected railway system will, in In]' 
humble opinion, prove a very valuable asset" 
and that is the opinion of the Railway Com­
missioner. There are several particula1-s: 
which should be mentioned in connection: 
with this matter. First, I will take the Ayr· 
Tramway. The Commissioner has arrang·ed,. 
subject to the passing of this Bill, to buy• 
from the Ayr Tramway Board 4-t miles of 
ttanllitlll llll' ±:;85,1)1)0 The first cost was 
£60.000 r think they owed. the Treasury 
£69,300, so that it will be seen that we are 
giving them a premium of £15,700 on the 
purchasing price of the line. In 1909 the Ayr: 
Tramway earned £11 Ss. 10d.. per cent. profit, 
which is, I suppose, more than any railway in 
Australia has earn,d.. It was made up in 
this way: The revenue in 1909 was £14,G'56; 
and. the expenditure was £5,731. Of this. 
amount for expenditure £2,191 was paid to• 
the Railway Commissioner, who ran the 
trains at so much per mil£, employing his own! 
staff and. his own rolling-stock. The Ayr 
Tramway Board paid for the maintenance­
themselves, and this amounted. to £3,540. 
Those are the two items which make up the• 
£5,731 which I have quoted. as expenditure,. 
leaving a net revenue of, in round numbers,. 
£9,00{), which amounts to £11 7s. per CNlt. 
on the money borrowed for the construction 
of the line. The money borrowed. was 
£68,000, and from earnings there was spent 
on the line £1.280. which makes the total 
capital invested £69.280. The basis upon 
which the line was run w"s that the Commis­
sioner shm!ld provide the rolling-stock and· 
staff, and. charge the board so much per train. 
mile for tho service rendered. The charge· 
has varied from 2s. 6d. to ls. 9d.. per train· 
mile. At first the charge was :?s. 6d.., then it 
was 2s., then 1s. 9d.., then ls. lO~d.., then 2s., 
and. now it is 2s. 3d. per train mile. 'The· 
amount cha.rged is subject to revision from 
year to yea.r, and the Commissioner fixes­
what he considers is a reasonable charge. I 
suppo8e he reduced the amount to ls. 9d. in, 
order to encourage traffic on the line, and . 
when he found that there was a big traffic he 
raised. it to 2s. 3d. The tramway board main-· 
tain the lim• themselves. The line was built. 
under thf' Local Authorities Act, and. the. 
board could have borrowed the mone:v from, 
the bank and have paid off the Government,. 
using the profits for mnnicipa.! purposes. The> 
board is in a very strong position with ref!"ard­
to the tramway,, and the Commissioner ha& 

lion . .A. H. Barlow.] 
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made a barga~n to pay them £8S,OOO for the 
line, which IS equit:cble, considering the 
soundness of the line as a revenue-producing 
asset to the boa.rd. During the Ia st six years 
. the line has paid as under-

~904 
1905 
1906 
1907 
.l!lDS 
!1.909 

£ s. d. 
5 5 4 per cent. 
5 18 10 
8 1 8 

10 16 2 
12 3 1 
11 8 10 

I think thos-e figures indicate very clearly 
that the Railway Department is justified in 
taking over this railway at the price quoted. 

Bon. W. H. CAMPBELL: It is a great bar­
gain for the Government. 

HoN. A. H. BARLOW: It appears like it. 
With regard to the Proserpine Tramway, 
that line is 38 milBs long. The sum of £94,000 
wa;s borrowed to construct the tramway, and 
£4,&00 in addition had to be· spent on it, mak­
ing the total cost £98,300. I believe the 
·Commissioner is of opinion that the line can 
.be purchased at that figure. Then there ':"' 
.37 miles of the Mulgrave Tramway, whiCh 
cost £129,729, including rolling-stock. The 
Commissioner believBs that the owners of the 
line will sell it at that price. It is earning 
£10,000 per annum, spending £5,000, and re­
turning a profit of 4 per cenF., Those are the 
.terms regarding the proposea purchases. It 
has been stated that some local authorities 
are already in arrears with regard to pay­
ments due to the Treasury, and it has been 
.asked how they are going to be dealt with 
should there be a deficiency of 3 per cent. on 
the working of the line for which they are re­
sponsible. Under the Railways Act the Com­
missioner has power, if the local authority 
does not levy a rate, to ·step in and levy it 
himself and appoint a receiver. \Vith rcg·ard 
to their obligations to the Treasurer, I may 
say' that there was a defect in the Act. The 
Treasurer could only ask for his money and 
hope that he would get it. 'C nde,· the Local 
Authorities Act, section 41, the Treasurer is 
not in a position to step in and appoint a 
receiver, and doc; not stand in the same 
po,ition as the Commissioner in respect to 
the obligations of local authorities to his de­
partment. The adv:mta~es of the line arc 
th£ union of all these disconnected railway 
systems-a bit here, and a bit there. This 
will substitute a continuous ;·ailway from 

Tweed Heads to Cairns, keeping 
[4 p.m.] in the main to the coast, barring 

a break at South Brisbane. which 
we can get over by going round by Corinda. 
'The importance of this in the maHer of 
-defence must be obvious to alL It will 
·permit of the collecti.on of troops and muni­
-tions of war at any port in Queensland. I 
deprecate this alarmist business. I do not 
-think we are going to have war to-day or 
-to-morrow, but to be forewarnBd is to be 
forearmed, and with disconnected railways 
military operations cannot be carried on. Be­
sides that the railway will afford a powerful 
competitior to water traffic. People, as a 
rule, unless cheapness very materially enters 
·into the question, prefer railways, especially 
for short distances, on account of the handling 
-of goods. While this is not as great a 
conception as the rail way we passed last 
·night, it is one which should commend itself 
to the attention of the House. The Bowen 
·Railway is at present a disconnected thing. 
It ends at what used to be called Wan­
;garatta, but is now called Bobawaoa-I do 

[ H on. A. H. Barlo?JJ. 

not know why. It ends at a peg. There is 
a hiatus between that and the Ayr Tram­
way. The Northern railways are discon­
nected, and this project will unite all the 
coastal railways in one railway system . 
Probably, we could grow just as goed tropical 
products in North Queensland as in any 
other part of the world, if we had the labour 
that is necessary to cultivate and pick them. 
I refer to such products as coffee, cocoa, 
rubber, cotton, and spices. These things 
require cheap labour, and any system of 
cheap labour is impossible. However, a great 
deal may be done by family cultivation. A 
great deal has been done in sugar by family 
cultivation, and it may be done with these 
other things also. There are 4,700,000 cattle 
in Queensland, and of these 935,000 are in 
the districts that will be served by this line. 
Meat products are worth £1,191,000 a year. 
Banana cultivation will be an important 
thing. I am not a fruit expert, but I be­
lieve bananas are very much knocked about 
when shipped by water. I have seen them 
lying on the wharves piled up in heaps and 
decaying. lf they were forwarded by train 
at frcicThts that were not prohibitive, a very 
great impetus would be given to the banana 
trade. 

Hon. S. C. McGHIE: It is the best paying 
crop in the State. 

HoN. A. H. BARLOW: It has pleased the 
Almighty to desolate Fiji to give us a start. 
I think this railway should serve the banana 
trade considerably. It is not merely a ques­
tion of shipments to Sydney or Melbourne, 
but we eonsume great quantities ourselves. 
'l'he exports from the Northern ports of the 
State amount to £4,100,000 per annum. The 
area of the railway districts is 11,000,000 
acres. That is very different to the 120,000,000 
am·eo \\ e were talking about on the other 
railway; but most of these 11,000,000 acres 
are the cream of the coast lands of Australia. 
They are fit for closer settlement and for in­
tense cultivation. In connection with the 
retilways of Australia, excepting in the very 
favoured parts of Victoria and New South 
\Vales, the railways have to bridge over un­
productive areas in order to reach good 
country. There are barren spaces between 
Maryborough and Bundaberg. There are 
barren places between Dalby and Roma. It 
is necessary to bridge over these barren area~ 
to get to the fertile lands beyond. The Bill 
provides that the local authorities of Rock­
hampton and Townsviile shall guarantee one­
fifth each of the guarantees for their respec­
tive areas. and that the local authorities of 
Mackay, Bowen, and Cairns shall guarantee 
one-tenth each of the guarantee required from 
their respective areas. The Rockhampton 
Town Council, the Livingstone Shire Coun­
cil, and the Mackay Town Council have 
offered to contribute a shar£. Bowen and 
Cairns have already undertaken a share of 
the responsibility by building_ tramlines them­
selves. There is a good rainfall along the 
whole length of this line. There may be. 
perhaps, more rain than is wanted some­
times, ·but the water question does not pre­
sent any serious difficulty. I am not a sugar 
expert, but I believe sugar soml!times suffers 
from drought, though I do not think it 
habitually suffers from drought. At any 
rate, I think there is a fair chance of a 
decent rainfall all the way. The mails will 
bring in about £13,000 per year. The cost 
of construction will be high in places on 
account of the river.s to be crossed and the 
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rough country to be traversed. The average 
cost for the portion of the line which is to 
be built is £4,708 per mile. That is a very 
moderate price. 

Han. B. FAHEY: Does lhat include bridges? 

Hmr. A. H. BARLOW: Yes. Considering 
that you have to bridge the Burdekin, and 
that you must cross a number of other rivers, 
near their entrance into the sea, the cost is 
not excessive. I once walked across the Burde­
kin, and I don't want to do it again. The 
:railway authorities state that the line will 
open 'up large areas of sugar lands. The 
Commonwealth output of sugar is 20,000 tons 
a year less than the consumption, so that 
amount has to be imported. I have 
often considered what will happen when our 
sug;,r production overtake,s Commonwealth 
requirements, but we are comforted by ex­
perts in the sugar business with the idea 
that the demand will always be in advance 
of the' probable increase. "If there is over­
production, to keep up prices you must reBort 
to exportation, or else to the destruction of 
the surplus product. 

Han. A. GIBSON: They can import sugar 
from Java and the Mauritius to-day at £1 per 
ton under the protection given to the 
growers. 

HaN. A. H. BARLO"'': The moment pro­
-duction exceeds local consumption under an) 
system of protection-! am speaking of any 
article ·n hich is a \\rorld-\vide necef.l~it-v-vDur 
.Protection cea-.cs to operate. ' ' 

Han. A. A. DAVEY: You can incr<·:lse it, 
though. 

HoN. .A. H. BARLOW: It is not in our 
power to do that. That is in the power of 
our lords and masters in l\Ielbourne. The 
moment you exceed the home <'Onsumption 
by ever so little, that excess governs the price 
of the whole output. 

Hon. P. McRPHY: Increase the number of 
,consumers. 

Ho;,i. A. H. BARLO\V: 'That is what we 
hope to do. I like to hear my han, friend 
-charnpioning the cause of clo~·er ~·.ettlement 
and the ,,ettlement of tho man ·'" ho has a 
family and somathing to defcr,d. On one 
ocasion an experienced S;;dney pressman Eaid 
to me, '' \Ve must have a population anchored 
to their homes, anchored to their hearths, 
anchored to their families. No man will die 
for a boarding-house." There is a lot of 
wisdom in that. I like to hear the Hon. Thlr. 
Th'Iurphy, in "eason and out of season, insist­
ing on this family settlement and attaching 
IJBOp]e to the land. I hope that his woras 
will have the weight that they deserve, and 
that something will be done. A proposal is 
on foot to erect a 15,000-ton mill at the 
Burdekin. That is a private undertaking. 
The Railway Department say that the line 
will also open a large area of country suit­
able for dairying. The output of the dairying 
industry has increased from £93,300 in 1891 to 
£1,700,000 in 1910. There is practically no 
limit to the demand for dairy products, and 
23,{)0() persons are now occupied in the in­
dustry. I well recollect, when I was Secretary 
for Lands and Agriculture, the little travel­
ling dairy: that had been established by Mr. 
Hume Black, my predecessor in office, to give 
instruction in dairying. From that little seecl 
has grown up the great dairying industry of 
this State. 

Hon. A. A. DAVEY: The finest thing that 
was ever done for Queensland. 

HaN. A. H. BARLOW: It is the finest 
thing that was ever done. It is an industry 
that produces an article of export with a 
steadv value in the world's markets, and it is 
one of the things that induce the family 
settlement of which we have been talking. 
The Secretary for Railways, in another place­
gave a large number of tables. I do not 
know whether it is necessary for me to ex­
patiate upon these tables here. Taken broadly 
the scheme is a very intelligible one. It is 
one that admit~ of no double interpretation. 
It is not liable, to any large extent, to be 
affected by drought, while it 1rings a number 
of disconnected railways intD one focus, and 
enables them to be of some use to th<J State. 
I do not anticipate there will be much opposi­
tion to the measure. 'l'he generous manner 
in which the Council pas-sed a very much 
larger measure, with perhaps not the same 
absolute assurance at the back of it that this 
scheme has, leads me to hope that the second 
reading will pass without any serious objec­
tion. I shall be prepared to answer any ques­
tion, with the assistance of railway officials, 
and in the meantime I beg to move-That the 
Bill be now read a second time. 

HoNOURABLE Th1EMBERS: Hear, hear! 

HaN. G. W. GRAY: I do not think we can 
complain about the meagre information in 
connection with this BilL I was satisfied with 
the information on the other railway pro­
posal, and I certainly think we have very full 
information· in connection with this scheme . 
The ::\Iinister has giyen us a good deal of 
ptati,.tic-, and I think nearly every hon. mem­
ber, if he does not know much about the 
\Vestern districts, certainly lmoe~·s a great 
deal about the coastal distric•s. A good many 
of us have played a very active part in con­
nection with the settlement of that country. 
For the last twenty-eight yP:ns I b.ve done 
my share towards opening up the tropi<·il.l 
North. I have laro;e interests at Cairns, the 
Johnstone J.liv2r. a.nd 1\Iourilyan 1Iarbour, 
and that has neJes·,itated my tra>."clling- on 
the coast a good dcml; and I claim, therefore, 
to have some knowledge of the coa•,tline o£ 
Que•·mland. Perhaps hon. members do not 
know that the coastline of Australia repre­
s~'nts more J-han one-third of the diameter of 
the globe. \Ve have certainly two warships 
coming out, but how we are to defend this 
long co!l!stline of ours is a problem which has 
not yet been solved. If we dBpend only on 
water defence we should require many war­
ships to defend Queensland. Our coastline 
is the longest coastline of all the Australian 
States, including- even Western Australia. 
The Pxpense of linkin?,"-up the coast railways 
from Brisbane to Cairns is a matter which 
requires consideration, and that consideration 
has been given to the subject in the Bill now 
before the House. It is estimated that the 
cost of existing lines will be £2,300,000. Cal­
culating the interest on that at 3 per cent., we 
shall have to pay about £67,000 per annum. 
This line will serve country with which we 
are intimately acquainted, imd I hold that if 
we can run a railwav from Brisbane to Cairns 
at the cost stated by the Commissioner, the 
sooner that work is ac,;omplishod the better 
it will be for the State. The :Minister has 
given us come fi,~ur-es which show that there 
are certain factors in this case which will 
reduce the £6'1, 000 interest payaHe on the 
cost of construction, and we have, in addition, 
a guarantee from the local authorities of S 
per cent., should there be a deficiency in the 

Han. fi. W. Gray.] 
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earnings of the railwa:y. That is a most i'!l­
portant matter, and It should be borne m 
mind in considering this railway policy. 

Hon. A. H. BARLOW: And a lo•t of the 
borrowed money will begin to pay some­
thing befcre it is all spent. 

HoN. G. W. GRAY: Yes; and in addition 
to that the tropical North will be opened up, 
so that we may anticipate a considerable 
·traffic on the line from the sugar industry 
.,nd the bunana-growing industry. There 
are in the North nearly 300 miles of private 
railway built on the 2-feet gauge >Yhich will 
act as feeders to the main North Coast 
lines. I know that we had to build a rail­
way 2-feet gauge, on the French system, in 
connection with cur planta·tion. The system 
adopted was the light-line S;)Btem of Decan­
vi!le, whose works near Paris I have had the 
opportunity of visiting. This firm have 
built a number of railways on their system 
in Japan and other countrif•i, and their 
installations fc•rm no mean factor in the 
development of the country. I mention the 
2-feet gauge because there has been some 
que•,tion raised with regard to the 3-feet-
6-inches gauge adopted in Queensland. I 
am pceased .to observe that :Mr. Thallon, 
~after observa~ion made during tho C'·~·urse 
of aa his travels, is more than ever satisfied 
that the 3-feet-6-inches gauge is the right 
gauge to adopt. It is the gaUfl,'•' which is 
adopted in other countries which arc more 
thickly populated and which require means 
of transport fer the products of their tea 
and sugar p:antations. I think we have 
reason to congratulate ourselves that we did 
not adopt the wide gauge in the first in­
stance, because, had we adopted the wide 
gauge, we should not have half the length 
of railw-ays that we have tc·-day. 

Hon. A. H. BARLOW: And we should have 
had a greater expenditure for maintenance. 

RoN. G. W. GRAY: We are now very 
much in advance of New South vVales as 
far as our mileage of railways is eoncerned; 
•and when people talk about <>ur national 
debt, it is just as well to remember that the 
largest part of the money we have borrowed 
is invested in railways. These railwa},; 
represent the largest mileage, on the basis of 
population or on the basis of territory, to 
be found in any country in the world. I 
think it redounds to the eredit of our able 
statesmen in the past, who devoted the best 
part of their lives and means to the e.stab­
lishment cf this State, that they did not 
adopt the wide gaug·e, and that in building 
~he rail w "'YS they did not build them for 
the purpose of beneftting their own free­
holds but rather for the purpose of benefit­
ing the publie f-state. When a number of 
1~ading pross1nen visited Australia in con­
nection with the inauguration of federation 
in 1900, I entertained representatives of the 
London Times, the Daily Telegraph, the 
Standar·d, the Morning Post, and the Cen­
tral N eu·s a,t the Queensland Club. Those 
gentlemen discussed the question of our 
loan obligation, and said, " What a big 
public debt y.r•n have compared with your 
population." I pointed out how that- money 
was invested, and placed our whole fmancial 
position 'before them, so that I was able to 
narrow down the £40.000,000 loan lia.,bility­
it was then £36,000,000-to £3,000,000, and 
those gentlemen withdrew the statement 
they had made about our debt being so big 
compared with our populution. They said 
that in the old country they usually look at 
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a debt d a State on the basis of the popu­
lation of tha:t State, but that when they had 
Jooked at the l),sset we had in Queensland 
for the debt they withdrew their staterr~ent 
that ours was a big debt for our pc·pulatron. 
.Sir Hugh Nelson, who was presen~ at the 
luncheon, said he .confirmed everythmg that 
I had put before the Pross representatives. 
l rrave the information in writing to them 
afterwards. I allude to this matter on the 
present cccasion because some reference has 
been made to the renewal of debentures which 
arc falling due, .and I think this is an oppor­
,tune time to make the statement I have 
given to the House. We have debentures 
which are paying 3~, 3~, and 4 per cent., as 
against British oonsols which are paymg 2~ 
per cent. Owing to the generosity of the 
British Government, both eonsols and our 
debentures are now available as investments 
for trust moneys in the old country, and I 
venture .t(, say that when a person ha.s trust 
money or anv other money to invest, he 
~viii buy 3~, 3~, cr 4 ,per cent. in preference 
:to a 2~ per cent. investment. Consols are 
now worth no more than £82 lOs., whilst our 
debentures are at a premium, so that we 
need have no fear with regard to our finan­
cial positi~·n. What is the sum of £2,500,000 
tD provide for coastal defence? Why, you 
would pay that sum for one of the big war­
ships which arc now being eonstructed, and 
we shall certainly have to de•fend cur coast 
later on. I£ we do not do it, the Common­
wealth will do it for us, and we shall have 
to find the money. This propc•sal will play 
•a very active part in defence by linking up 
our coastal lines. It will also be of material 
advantage to the State as a mears of trans­
port fc~ mail service, and for the tr"'pical 
products of the North. Perishable pro-ducts 
are now sent by steamers, but it will be 
more advantageous to the producer if he 
can send them by rail, as the transpcrt will 
be more expeditious, and his products will 
reach the market in a better condition; and 
I feel certain that such products will be 
carried by rail if the rates are reasonable. 
Tropical fruit is at a gre~t discount just 
now. ~H one time the Johnstone River 
export"d 30,000 bunches of bananas per 
•week, and all those bananas went to the 
:Southern States; but since the Federal 
Parliament has controlled these matters that 
exnort has fallen off verY considerablv. 
There are other ports bcs.ides the John­
stone River and Mourilyan port' from '•' hich 
bananas are exported. A considerable num­
:ber are exported from Cairnv, as v.-ell as 
from other places, and the export is a big 
·thing. The bananas wcr~ formerly thrown 
on to the steamers in any fashion, but they 
are now lowered into the holds by large nets. 
.Still theY are knocked about to such an 
extent v. ith the other cargo that their value 
is considerably decreased by the time they 
reach their destination. If this fruit can he 
sent by rail, and can be sent daily, it will 
•arrive in a better condition in the market 
and will realise a higher price for the pro­
ducer. 

Hon. A. H. BARLOW: They are shipped 
green, are they not ? 

HoN. G. W. GRAY: They are pulled 
g-reen. and they arB shipped green. Speak­
ing from memory, the present freight from 
Cairns to Brisbane is ls. 6d. a bunch, and 
each bunch contains about twelve dozen 
bananas I believe that this should prove 
a valna'hle source of revenu" to thA railway 
Then the construction of this railway wiil 
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lead to the establishment of manufactories 
for the preserving of tropical fruits. It will 
lead to the establishment of many other in­
dustries. Geraldton is located on a site very 
similar to Kangaroo Point. The river is 
navigable for a distance of 8 or 9 miles. 
The Colonial Sugar Refining Company are 
turning out 12,000 or 14,000 tons of sugar 
there annually, and the bananas are water· 
borne from farms above the town right to 
where the rail way station will be. I under­
stand it is intended to make a junction there 
with some of the municipal tramlines. These 
lines will all get a very large proportion of 
the goods that now come down by steamer, 
but there is room for both railway and 
steamers. becau:ie the products are all season­
able. For six months in the year sugar is 
being manufactured, and an accumulation is 
continually going on. It is the same with 
the fruits. You see mangoes, papaws, and 
all these rich tropical fruits, and no means of 
getting them to a market. I feel strongly 
any adverse comment in connection with the 
financial aspect, because I think it is a re­
flection upon ourselveo. It makes it appear 
a.s if we fear to borrow £7,000,000- or 
£8,000,000 to carry out the lines proposed 
in the two Bills. Vi2itors have said that we 
are the richest State in the whole of Aus­
tralia. So we are. \Ve have the smallest 
debt of all. We want to accompany the 
development of the country by railways, by 
the introduction of people to settle on- the 
railways, and to lend a hand in the develop­
ment of the pastoral, agricultural, and dairy­
ir.g industries. The commencement of these 
railway w'orks involves a. bio: influx of navvies, 
and possibly it will have the effect of assist­
ing· to develop the mining industry also. 
Feeling- so strongly as I do on this subject, 
I welcome the Bill most heartily, and I feel 
sure great rf'Mrlts are going to follow from 
it. I have very much pleasure in supporting 
the second reading. 

HoN. A. H. PARNELL: I have much 
pleasure in congratulating the Government on 
the great railway scheme that they have put 
before this Chamber. It i, one that will open 
up this great State, and i~ will be a paying 
concern almo't from the JUmp. In connec­
tion with th·• line we pa"'ed yesterday the 
Han. l\1r. Gibson referred to the possibility 
of settling a large ]Jopulation on the Western 
lands. I do not think we are likelv to see 
that. That country is likely to be taken up 
by grazing farmers and not by an agricul­
tural population. But along this line from 
Rockharnpton to Cairns we' are opening up 
one of the most fertile regions that has -ever 
been opened up by any railway. I know 
nearly every mile of the line as far as 

, Townsville. In the early days I was work­
ing for a hrmcr on the Styx River, outside 
St. Lawrence. I believe a feature survey 
has been made from Rockhampton to St. 
Lawrence, and that the ,surveyor stated 
that that was barren country. I can assure 
hon. member,s that in many places between 
Rockhampton and St. Lawrence there are 
verv fertile areas on several rivers On the 
Sty~ River there are large seams of coal 
which could be worked profitably once this 
railway is constructed. After you leave St. 
Lawrence. the whole way along the coa,st, 
as far back as twenty years ago, the land 
was taken up and improvements were made, 
but the only mp.ans of sending crops away 
was by small boats which came to the 
various tidal creeks and took the produce 

to Mackay: Those boats were very often 
swamped m crossing the bars, and the 
attempts to cultivate the land came to an 
end; hut, if this line is constructed, these 
men will all come back to their farms. 'l'here 
is also a large area of land still in the hands 
of the Grown, and there is some good timber 
country. Between Rockhampton and Mackay 
there are something like 122 fresh-water 
creeks. They come down very suddenly, but 
they fall just as suddenly, and they are easy 
to cross. I may mention that a large amount 
of cedar is growing in this country, and 
a large amount ha.s been cut. That is evi­
dence that the land is good, because it re­
quires good land to produce cedar. One ad­
vantage to be derived from the construction 
of this rail way is that it will link up the 
coastal ends of all the Western lines. In 

'co.nnection with the Bill which was before 
the Council yesterday I would like to see a. con­
nection made between Longreach and Winton. 
be~ause in time of drought, when you want 
to send away your stock, the ~rucks are 
booked for ·weeks ahead. If our different 
railway systems were connected you would 
be able to shift the rolling-stock from one line 
to another, and remove stock to any pa!t 
of the State. The cost of the line under con­
sideration is comparatively small, and the 
money borrowed will be well spent. From 
Rockhampton, right along the coast, where 
the land it not tit for agriculture it is suit­
able for dairying, and in nearly all cases 
it is being used for dairying at the present 
time. To cap this great scheme we want 
an immigration scheme to provide labour. 
All our industries are flourishing, but it is 
very difficult to get labour for them, especi­
ally for dairying. No man or woman who 
comes to this State will ever regret it. They 
cannot go wrong. I think a good deal of 
this State. Like many more, I have gradually 
wm·ked my way up. I love my country, and 
I would like to see it go ahead, and will do 
all in my power to assist it. The more 
people we get here, the better the country 
will be, and I am certain that those who 
settle here will not regret it. 

HoNOURABLE :MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

HoN. C. S. McGHIE: I have to ('ongratu­
late the Government upon having brought 
forw~>.rd this scheme. A coastal railway has 
appealed to me for the last twenty or thirty 
years. I have always held that the line 
should be carried beyond Rockhampton. 
:Manv han. member,s will remember that when 
it w-as first propos,,d to construct the line 
between Br·isbane and Gympie it was re­
gard'~'d as one of the wildest schemes ever 
submitted to Parliament. No one had the 
slizhte,,t conception that people would settle 
on the land between here and Gym pie; but 
the Commissioner now tells us that we should 
duplicatP. the line as far as Gympie. and 
every day makes it more apparent that a 
double line must be built. Reference has 
been made to the meagre information that 
l1as been supplied. I think we have a good 
deal of information, beeause there is no 
part of Queensland better known than the 
coastal country. The disjointed pieces of line 
alread.v constructed which will form a por­
tion Of this line have given us a consider­
able amount of information. There is one 
matter that the Hon. Mr. Barlow did not 
touch upon. He rlid not tell us the benefit 
that will be derived when all the'e various 
pieces of line are connected along the sea­
board by being able to transfer rolling-stock 
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from one part of the State . to anoti1er. It 
would be a most valuable p1ece of mforma­
tion if he could inform us how much the 
Railway Department paid for freight ~n the 
carriage of rolling-stock between Brrsbane 
and Rockhampton before the Southern and 
Central Jines were connected, and how much 
ha,s been paid by way of freight for the 
carriage. of rolling-stock ~rom Bnoban<; to 
Townsville and from Bnsbane to Cmrns. 
I think it would amount to an enormous sum. 
Some bon. members have spoken about the 
gauge of our railways. I ha_ve di-,cussed that 
matter several times, and It becomes more 
and more apparent to me ·every day that 
Queensland has the proper gauge. I am glad 
to observe that Mr. Thallon has the courarre 
to p-.tt his opinion on this ·subject in print, 
and that he is in favour of the gauge adopted· 
in Qtwcnsland. \Vith heavy rails, we can use 
as heavy rolling-stock on a 3-feet-6-inch 
gaug-e as \Ve can. u ,,e on a wider ga~1ge, lev en 
on the 4-feet-8~-mch gauge that they na\-e 
in New South Wales. The whole question of 
gauge was thoroug~ly. discussed thirty .years 
ago. In Great Brrtam the largest ra1h•:ayo 
were formerly of a much \dder gau~;e, but 
gradually they ·came .do:vn to 4-feet-8~:inchb, 
whieh is now the umform g:111ge m chat 
country and many other countries. But, if 
we had adopted that gauge, we should never 
have had the lines constructed that we have 
at the present time. Peop!A fro,n the old 
country talk about the smoothnes; oi the 
travelling on the wider gauge, and attt·i­
bute that smoothness to the width of the 
gauge. That is not the reason for it. In 
Great Britain they have neither the she,rp 
curves nor the steep inclines that we 
have on our railways in Queensland. ThB 
sharpest curve on a 4-feet-8~-inch gauge is 
10 chains, while we have 5-chain curves. The 
future generations of Queensland, when the 
State becomes rich, can lower the r;rades and 
reduce the curves if they ehoose. \Y ith regard 
to rolling-stock, I would ask whether any 
gentleman present is aware of the fact that 
our raih>ray carriarres a.re \Yithin 1 inch or 1~ 
inche·s of the width of the carriages on the 
5-feet-3-inch gauge in Victmia? In Victond. 
they have difficulty in making their rolling· 
stock wider because at the present time where 
there are double lines it is nece;,;ary to bar­
ricade the windows on the side next the 
double line, lest a person puttine- his head 
out of the train should be struck l'y the 
train passing on the other line. Instead of 
the 70-lb. rails we should · adopt 120-lh_ 
rails, as they have done in America, and if 
we .did that we could use much heavier roll­
ing-stock than is in use at the present time. 
In my opinion the 3-feet-6-inch gauge is the 
best gauge for Australia, and I hope that the 
experts will soon decide what is to be the 
uniform gauge throughout the Common­
wealth. People talk about the loads that are 
carried on .a 4-feet-8~-inch gauge, but it must 
.be remembered that the grades on those lines 
are not steep, and a large proportion of the 
grades on our lines are 1 in 50, which no 
engineer would have thought of adopting on 
a 4-feet-8~-inch gauge. An enginE'er in Eng­
land would have stared at you if you had 
asked him to build a railway with a grade of 
1 in 50. There are, of course, some narrow 
lines with grades of that steepness in the old 
country but thev are not used for general 
traffic. ' In the old days they .did not think 
a railway could be constructed except on the 
level, but that was because they knew noth-

. ing of the laws of friction. As I have already 
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said, if we had heavier. rails we could u~e 
heavier engines and rolling-stock, and ca:ry 
as heavy loads in our wagons as are earned 
on •vagons on a 4-fect-8~-nich. or 5-f(:L't·3-
inrh l'auge. But, .if in c.onstruchng carr.Iages 
proper attention IS pa1d to t~e centre of 
gravity we could still further . w1den th<; car­
riarres used on Queensland rmlways. . J;Cno~­
ing~ something about the country wh1cn this 
proposed North Coast !me w1ll trav.el, I C?n­
gratulate the Government on . theu havn:g 
brought forward the scheme mtroduced m 
this Bill, and I shall give it my hearty sup­
port. 

HaN. A. GIBSON: I have no hesitation 
whatever in recommending this railway to the 
House. Last night I had a !ear that ~he 
particular railway we w<'re then d1scussmg 
for opening .uP the , \Y e~tern country would 
not result m ec,taohshmg homes for the 
million. For the land whic·h will be traversed 
by this railway there will be a f'reat r.ush of 
intending ;dtlers. T~e Mn.uster, m the 
course of his remarks m movmg the second 
reading of the Bill, stated that you would 
probably hear wrnething . from, me about 
sugar. If I were selfish 111 this matter, I 
might not want this railway to be c.onstructe1. 
I can see that with the constrnctwn of this 
railwav some 50,00() or 60,000 tons ~1 sug~r 
will be nroduced in the suo;ar-growmg dis­
tricts along the line, and I do not know 
whether we shall be able to consume that 
quantity or not. But when I comider the 
immigration scheme of the Government, and 
remember that we shall probably: get a large 
addition to our population, I have no fear 
but that the suo:ar produced will find con­
sumers. One o( the great recommendations 
which this proposal presents is that the r::II­
way will enable people to settle on land whwh 
is not far from the sea and not far from a 
market. Not onlv will sngar be grown along 
the line but dairying farms will be estab­
lished. 'I think it was the ;\Jinister who told 
us the story about JI.Ir. H ume Black establish· 
ing travelling dairies in Queensland many 
years ago. Oftentimes the gentlemen wh.'? 
initiate these schemes do not get the credit 
they deserve for their originality and enter­
prise. I say, all honour to Jl.lr. Hume Bbck 
for having allowed money to be spent on 
travelling· dairies, but I also 'ay a greater 
honour is due to the ·cnder Secretary, l\Ir. 
Peter McLean, for having suggf''t<' . .d that 
"reat scheme. It was Mr. McLean with 
~vhom the idea originated, and Mr. Hume 
Black was not slow to take it up and giv~ it 
practical effect. Dairying, is n_ow becommg 
a mighty factor in the produetwr: of wealth 
in this State. At the preqent t1me we .get 
nearlv £1,000,000 per annnm fro:n:: the da~r:y­
in , industry, a.nd with the openmv, of ~his 
railway and the establishment of more da1~y-' 
ing farms we shall soon see that amount m­
crea,ed to £2,000,000. Some eighteen years 
ago I was travelling up the coast, and I. had 
a conversation with a gentleman associated 
with the Colonial Sugar Refining Company, 
He said to me, "You know that my father 
has only just started dairying on the Herbert 
River" "Started a dairy on the Herbert 
River.?" I asked. He· replied, "Yes." I said, 
"How are you going to get the milk and 
butter to market?" He replied, "You c'?me 
along to my hou'e on the Jo~ns~one Rrver 
and von will get some of the m1lk m your tea 
and "a supply of good fresh ?utter.". That 
was at the time that we were mtroducmg t~e 
freezing system, when we preserved our. mil}<: 
by freezing it and our butter by puttmg rt 
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in cold stores. Fruit eould be treated in the 
same way, so that there is a prospect of great 
developments in both the dairying and fruit­
growing industry in the Northern part of 
Queensland aiter this railway is complete<;!. 
In the country north of Atherton there IS 
abundance of rain and plenty of sunshine, 
and growth is very rapid, so that I hope 
to see a large area of land devoted to fruit 
culture, and the fruit-preserving industry 
established in the district where the fruit is 
produced. 'vVe can hardly. estimate what de­
velopments will follow the construction of this 
railway. One result of its construction will 
be that we shall people our coastline with a 
fine yeomanry that the State will be proud of 
in the days to come. There is abundance of 
water on the land and no need for irrigation, 
because of the splendid rainfall. Every pro­
vision is made by Nature to supply the wants 
of man. All we have to do is to make the 
best use of the provision Nature has placed 
at our disposal. If our young people find it 
too hot, or the climatic conditions not alto­
gether ag-reeable, they can get into a train 
and f(O down to Cairns and spend some time 
on the high lands about there, where the 
temperature i,. as low as 60 degrees. In a 
ten-hours' journey they can get to the 
Barron Falls and to manv other falls where 
the waters rush down the 1-anges on their way 
to the sea. I can see visions of the rrreatness 
of this great Northcern territorv ~lwn the 
railwav which we arc now asked' to authorise 
is built and people are settled upon its rich 
lands. I think this is one of the finest 
schemes that has ever been submitted to 
Parliament. I have no fear whatever in ad-

vocating immigration to these 
[5 p.m.] places. Immigrants will flock in 

in thousands when this railway 
and all its branches are constructed. In the 
sugar districts there are numbers of 2-feet 
tramlines running 10, 15, and 20 miles inland, 
and they can carry people to the foot of the 
ranges, and then the people can dimb to 
the top and get fresh air. I have no doubt 
that the people who settle there will have 
their motor-cars in the near future when the 
success which is bound to attend th~ir labours 
has arrived. I have no desire to waste time. 
I see the •Yhole scheme before me like a 
Garden of Eden. I have been over most of 
the country, and I should have no hesitation 
in lecturing and advocating the settlement of 
our Northern territory. It is said that our 
eastern seaboard is not fit for white people to 
live in; but, when a man becomes successful 
he ean lead a very easy life thHe. Durin ' 
the summer months he can go to the top of 
the ranges, and recuperate his lost energv 
and come down again r 'vivcd and strength: 
ened, and fit to curry on the great business 
of life. _ Without delaying the Council any 
longer, m the advocacy of this line, I desire 
to say that I have very great pleasure in re­
commending it to the notiee of bon. members 
as one worthy of Queensland and of Queens­
land's future. 

HoN . .A. A. DAYEY: I am delighted to 
hear the speech that has just fallen from the 
Hon. Mr. Gibson. I am also rather pleased 
that some hon. members are not present just 
now, as they seemed to be suffering from a 
kind of mental dyspepsia or mental disorder 
yesterday when I was giving expression to 
the enthusiasm with which I have he<'n 
blessed, and which was expressed on the 
occasion in question because of my know­
ledge of the country. One hon. member 
seemed rather to ridicule the idea, and spoke 

of being nauseated. I am very glad that the 
hon. member is not present, because I think 
he would have been suffering from a mental 
stomach disorder. I agree with what the 
Hon. Mr. Gibson ha:s said. I am pleased~ 
with the Government for having introduced· 
this, because it is really part and parcel of 
the great scheme with which we were dealing 
yesterday. I have had the privilege and 
pleasure of going up and down the coast 
for a considerable number of years, and this 
proposal has no more ardent friend than my­
self. I have been told by people who know 
nothing about it, but who have been up the 
coast once or twice, that the North is not 
tha place for a white man to live. I think 
the climate of the whole of Queensland is 
fit for white people. I have always held that 
there is no place in Queensland where, with 
proper attention to the hours of work and 
temperance in the fulfilment of tha:t work, 
a white man cannot work and thrive. Yester­
day I expressed the opinion that we had 
suffered in the pa,st from our disjointed rail­
way systems. There can be no doubt what­
ever about the financial aspect of this coastal 
scheme. It will be bound to pay, because it 
will pass through country that is nearly aU 
ri:,l1 agri;:-ultur<il land. or cour~,8 ih('1'l' ; re 
patches that are not so good. Even in the 
fertile district of Mackay you can see 
magnificent land on one cide of the road' 
and small patches of inferior land on the 
other side ; but there is sufficient good land 
through whieh this line will pass to ensure· 
its success: and if yon want any proof of it 
you have only to look at what has happened 
as the result of the construction of a line· 
outside Cairns and of the line that has been 
bn'lt from Mackay. Both these lines have 
been of great assistance in developing the 
country. It is a grand scheme to take over 
the lines that have been built by the locaf 
authorities, and I hope the Government are 
going to acquire those line' on fair and 
equitable terms. When this railway is com­
pleted and our Western scheme is carried 
out, we shall hav;e a reasonable chance of 
seeing what can be made of th;s country. I 
agree with the Han. Mr. Gibson that what 
we want is population ; but there is not the 
slightest use in introducing population un­
less we have something for them to do, and 
it should be a part of the duty of the Go­
vernment irl the future to see, not only 
that we haYe a large influx of people of the 
right sort but that these ppople shall he 
placed in c'rcumstances which will enable 
them to prosper. I imagine there is no hon. 
member who will object to this railway. It 
will be the completion of aJ grand scheme· 
of railway construction in this country, and 
I believe· that all the optimistic views that 
have been given expr<'ss'on to by enthu­
siastic members will be realised. I have· 
much pleasure in supporting the Bill. 

HoN. W. H. CAMPBELL: The Minister 
in introducing this Bill drew attention to 
what the Commissioner mid about the l!reat 
sav'ng to the department from being able. to.· 
shift rolling-stock from one railway section 
to another. I would likP to know if tliere 
arf' any figur<?s in the denartment connected· 
with that subject. Tt would be very interest­
ing to have them, bf'cause I suppose at pre­
sent all the rolling--sto<'1< nsed north oF Pock­
harnnton has to be taken by steamer from 
Brisbane; bnt when this line is completed· 
the whole of that rolling-stock will pass over 
this railway, and it will be intere;sting to. 
know what the department is likely to save 
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in that direction. '.rhe hon. gentleman also 
-mentioned that there would be a saving of 
£13,000 in the carriage of mails. I suppose 
he refers to the mails that go North from Bris­
bane and Rockhampton by steamer. I presume 
~hat when this line is completed all the 
mails will go dirc•ct to Cairns by rail, and 
that none will be carried by steamer from 
the North. .\ccording to the map that has 
been '•Upplied to us, some large tra·cts of 
country have already been surveyed. The 
map does not say whether it is aJ feature 
-survey, a trial survey, or a permanent sur-
-;vey, but I understand there has been a fea-
:ture survey from Rockhampton to Broad­
·sound, and that the permanent survey has 
:been made as far as Yaamba; but the Com­
:missioner has information as to the quality 
<of the country along the whole route. I do 
:not know anything about the country. The 
Hon. :i\1r. Parnell has had a good many years' 
;acquaintance with it, and he says-what 
other people seem to doL1bt-that there is 

,good country nearly all the way. Of course 
there are barren places, but there are barren 
;places here and there as far as Cairns, in­
cluding the Barron Falls. (Laughter.) The 
11on. member says that north of Mackay 
there is good sugar land. I presume he re­
:fers to the country along the Macgregor 
Creek Tramway, as far as i\Iirani, and the 
•country north from there 'to Moun't 
Dalrymple and Mount Jukes. That land is 
being put under sugar, but there is no mill 
'beyond the Mirani mill, and they are en­
-deavouring to get another at Mount Jukes. 
At present the line goes a considerable dis­
tance north of :i\1ackay, and there is only a 
small link between that and the fhtriel,in 
Railway. The line 'from Bowen to Boba­
waba carries you nearly to the Rurd·~kin 
River, where you get on to the Inlwrman 
country, which was recently purchased by 
·the Government. There are a great many 
·people waitinp; for land to be thrown open, 
.so that I presume the Commissioner will start 
.at once to connect Bobawaba with Ayr, on 
the other s'de of the Burdekin. The Crown 
-will get a much better price for that land 
when people know that this railway is to be 
·<lonstructed. From Townsville north along 
.the shores of Halifax Bay to Cardwell a 
survey has been made for a great number 

·<Jf miles. I und0rstand that the Commis­
sioner has in his office a report on that 
·country, and there is some good su!J'ar land 
in it, while a great deal of it could be taken 
up for da'rying. From Inu,ham to GBraldton 
there is a long stretch of country which is 
all available for sugar. I believe. the Govern­
ment hmve already promised some settlers in 

·the country between Gcraldton and Bablnda 
"Creek, the terminus of the l\Iulgrave tram­
'line, that they :-viii extend the tramway to 
·the Johnstone River. That country contains 
the pick of the sugar lands of Queensland. 
-Around Mackay there is some land that is 
·considered not r'ch enough for sugar, but 
·1;1ndoubtedly it ;s splendid dairying land, and 
'lJt <;nly requires planting with paspalum, 
·pamcum, and some of those fodd<0r grasses. 
Some of that land must be worth £9 or £10 
per acre without having to resort to cultiva­

·t'on by the plough. Taking the whole 
·country right through from R.ockhampton to 
'Cairns, there is land that will settle a large 
nnmher of people and produce sugar, butbw, 
'fruit~, coal. and cedar. In addition to that. 
a saving will be effected in the carriag-e of 
mails and rolling-stock from one railway 
-system to anot~er, and, altogether, I think 

_[Han. W.II. CamzJbell. 

the line will pay handsomely from the start. 
It may be rather rough on the larger towns 
like Rockhampton and Townsville that tl;ey 
should contribute to the payment of m­
terest but I do not think that they will have 
to put their hands in their pockets to pay 
anything. 

The PR.ESIDENT: It is pleasi1.1g to _p_er­
ceive the cheerful note of optim1sm which 
has characterised the speeches ~.hat have been 
delivered in support of this B1ll. That IS a 
feeling which generally preva1ls on the eve 
of or during the progress of a boom. .but 
things look ver_y different in the mornmg. 
Hon. gentlemen are probably familiar .with 
the famous saying of the late John Bnght, 
'' 'l'he angel of death has been abroad 
throughout the land; you may almost hear 
the beating of his wings." I feel very much 
inclined to suggest that a paraphrase of that 
sentence is not inappropriate to the pre~ent 
occasion, and to say that the demon of ex­
travagance is abroad in the lat:~· you can 
see his hoof prints on the legis"ahon and 
administration of the hour, and hard upon 
his heels will go the footsteps of the tax­
gatherer. I only wish to say a few wo:-ds 
on this proposal-not on its general ments, 
because I believe there is a )lreat deal more 
to be haid in support of it than was to be 
said in support of the previou,s proposal. 
'l'his railway, whether jushfied' as a whole or 
not, is certainly justified as. t'? a larg~ p~rt. 
It will have the effect of g1vmg to d1stncts 
suitable for agricultural development the 
means of communication, without which d~­
velopment is practically impossible. It will 
settle people on our coast hinds, and enable 
them to become prosperous and happy; .an.d 
to that extent it is justified. Whether 1t IS 

wise to pass such a provision a~ is cot:tained 
in one of the clauses of the Bill, whwh de­
clares that this railway shall be started simul­
taneously at five different points, and be 
carried on continuously until it is completed, 
is quite another matter. A similar provision 
is contained in the Bill which was passed 
ye,tcrday, and hon. gentlemen should con­
side,· what effect such a provision may have 
on the indu,stries of the State. The provision 
in this Bill that the railway ,,hall be started 
at five different points simultaneously. and 
carried on from these points until the line is 
completed, is an int.imation that this Pavlia­
ment. is g-oing to hind its succes,ors. Whether 
the provision will be binding on our suc;cessors 
is another matter. There are five chfferent 
camps provided for in thi.s Bill, there are 
four di'Ierent camps provided for in the Bill 
pass"d yesterday, and the other :ailwav pr?­
posals which are beforB Parliament Will 
probably require an additionat five camps. 
These five, four, and five camps make a 
total of fourteen r·amps, and there are pro­
bably six camps already in existenc;e in con­
nection with rail ways which nre m course 
of construction in different pa.rts of the State. 
Thus we have a total of twenty camps ·of 
men for railwav construction purposes. 
Whether Queensh{nd can afford to draw so 
large a number of men from the pro,secution 
of its industries on which our railways, as 
well as everything else. denend, is a matter 
which should be considered before we com­
mit ourselves to mch a proposition. There 
are two matters in connection with this 
scheme to which I propose to refer. anrl 
which. I think, ought to be brought before 
this Chamber, before Parliament, and before 
the country. One of them is the proposition 

r 
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contained in this Bill to purchase the Ayr 
Tramway at a cost of £85,000. The Minister 
dwelt on this branch of the subject fairly 
fully in his opening remarks, and supplied 
a good deal of information which I think 
han. members should have in their poss<···­
sion before agreeing to the provisions of 
:this Bill. The han. gentleman told the Coun­
-cil that the tramway was built at a cost of 
£79,000, that that money was borrowed from 
the Tre:>.sury, and that· the interest and re­
demption payments made since the tram­
way was built have reduced the adual sum 
•owing to the Government to £69,000. This 
.amount the Ayr Tramway Board now owe 
the •rreasury in rc"pect of that enterprise, 
.and yet Parliament is asked to give the Ayr 
'Tmmway Board £85,000 and so get secure 
posse.<Bion of the tramway. I do not think 
iit wa,s ever contemplated when the Tram­
ways Act was passed by Parliament that any 
·private company, or any local authority. or 
.any association of local authorities should be 
•permitted to borrow monev from the Trea­
•Sury for the purpose of any enterprise which 
·ihey might ultimately sell to the State at 
-such an enhanced profit as is repre•sented by 
this transaction. Thi.s board, I understand, 
consists of representatives of the citv of 
Townsville, the Shire of Thuringowa .. and 
the Shire of Ayr. They borrowed b~tween 
£70,000 and £80,000 to build this tramway. 
They have paid interest and redemption 
yearly. they now owe the Government about 

-£69,000. and they are going to sell the enter­
prise which they have established by means 
of a loan from the Treasury ba<'k to the State 
at a handsome profit of £16,000. 

Hon. A. H. BARLOW : Suppose they had 
borrowed the money on debentures? 

The PR,ESIDENT: 'l'hat would have been 
a somewhat different situation from that which 
now arises. As I have said I do not think 
it was ever contemplated ,~hen Parliament 
passed the Tramways Act that such a transac­
tion as that should be possible, and I do not 
t~ink that Parliament ought to recoenise the 
nt.ht of a body such as the Avr Tramwav 
Board, which is a body repre;,enting loc.;i 
authorities-next to the [,overnment a local 
authority: is the most public of nublic bodies 
in this .State-should re allowed 'to fleece the 
Treasury, for I consider it is nothing else 
b~1t fleecing the Trea~ury of a handsome' profit 
of that amount. \'\hat does it mean? It 
means that they will have a di-cidend of 
£16,000, which they are to get from the 
Tr8asury, and which will enable the Towns­
ville City Council to improve their streets, 
the_ Thuringo" a Shire Council to improve 
then roads, and the Ayr Shire Council to im­
prov" their roads. Brisbane, Rockha.mpton, 
Bouha, an<;J other placC's will be r :1lled upon 
to pay the1r share of the £16,0()0 which will 
be at the disposal of those local authorities for 
local improvements. This matter is much 
more important than is represented by the 
£16,000 profit the State is going to pay to 
the Ayr Tramway Board, because there a.re 
quite a number of tramways in different parts 
of the State which have been built bv council1 
or joint boards with monev borro,ved from 
-the Treasury. There are 'the tramways in 
Cairns and in the Johnstone River districts 
and in other parts of the State, and I ha.v~ 

. not the least doubt that if these other local 
authorities who have borrowed money from 
the Treasurer to build tramways learn that 
the Ayr Tramway: Board have been so suc­
<Cessful in dealing with the Treasurer, they too 

will add to the price at which they will be 
willing to dispose of their enterpris'ls should 
the State require them. \Ve have been told 
that the Ayr Tr!tmway has been worked at a 
handsome profit, and that 11 per cent. has 
been made during the l"' b year or two. l 
should like to feel quite assured that the 
profit is as real ,.,, it is apparent. We know 
that the l~ailway Department has been work­
ing the traffic on that tramwa.y for the board 
on very liberal terms. During one period the 
traffic was worked by the departmcn t at as 
low as ls. 9d. per train mile, and the avera~;e 
cost per train mile on all railways in Queens­
.!and last yc>:n ,was 3s. 5~·d. l~ut the Ayr 
Tramway Board maintained the line, ,so that 
to that ls. 9d. must be added the average 
cost for maintenanco. which is ls. 5d. per 
train mile on all railways in the Northern 
division. That would bring the charge up 
to something like a rea.sonable amount. 
\Vhen we talk about the purchase, we 
ought to .have every assurance that the 
line has been maintained in the same high 
state of efficiency as State lines have been 
maintained, and on that point the Minis­
ter has been silent. This is rPnllv an im­
portant matt'lr. I know that six years ago 
the Ayr Tramway Board were particularly 
anxious to hand over possosoion of their 
enterprise to the Government, for overtures 
were made to the Railv:ay Department dur­
ing the time that I held office as i\lini5ter f'or 
Railways, and, although I am not in a posi­
tion to say positively, I beli~ve the terms 
upon which they were prepa.red to hand it 
over were the mere cancellation of the 
amount owing to the Treasurer. That is the 
amount which I cont.,nd ,should be paid to the 
board when the Government want to acquire 
that railway for State purposes. I sincerely 
hope that the Minister and the Government 
will give ·serious attention to this matter. and 
in view of what has appeared in this Bill will 
take such steps as will prevent a recurrence of 
the cam0 kind of thing hereafter, by amend­
ing the Tramways Act so as to provide that 
in future borrowing under that Act shall be 
subject to the condition that anc- tmmway 
acquired by the State shall be acCJuired for 
the amount due by the lc,;al authority to the 
Treasury. (Hear, hear!) There is another 
important matter to which I should like to 
draw attention. This railway, like all ether 
railways which are built now, is su'•jcct to 
a guarantee of 3 per cent. l··y the residents of 
the benefited districts, and in thP railway dis­
tricts throu<rh which this coastal line will pass 
-there are three cr four of them-are a num­
ber of towns a.nd shires which have already 
borrowed largely from the Treasury for muni­
cipal enterpris"'" I took the opportunity a 
year ago to invite the attention of the 
Council to a repot't published annually show­
in'.!: the amount owing· by· local authorities and 
other bodies throughont the State which 
have borrowed from the Treasury. It is a 
report in which I have always taken a very 
great deal of interect. It not only shows the 
amount which wn.<, borrowed by local bodies 

originally, but the amount of their 
[5.30 p.m.] debt and the amount of arrears 

in respect of interest and redemp­
tion due bv the several debtor local authori­
ties. This· return· is published in August of 
each year, and I think in February also. 
The return for this vear shows that the 
aggregatG arrcar,s of i';,terest and redemp­
tion by debtor local authorities are something 
like £206,000, upon a. total indebtedness 
of rather more than £2,5{)0,000. The 
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point to which I wish to invite the atten­
tion of han. members is that a number 
of the ehires and municipalities that are 
going to guarantee the paym.mt of 3 per 
cent. in respect of possible loss on particular 
sections of this North Coast Railway have 
already borrowed very largely for various 
enterpribes from the Treasu,rer, and have 
signal! v failed to meet their rnterest and re­
demption charges in respect of those bo~row­
ings. We all know that, m our private 
capacity, if we went to a banker and 
borrowed money by way of overdraft, and 
were unable to meet the interest on that 
overdraft, if we went to ask him for an in­
creused overdraft, we would probably be 
told-and told properly-that, since we 
could not pay the interest on the amount we 
had alreadv borrowed, we were not entitled 
to a furth.;'r advance. The obvious comment 
upon tho position of some of these local 
authorities is that, since they arc unable, or 
unwilling, to pay interest and redemption in 
respect of their past borrowings, and since 
the Government do not appear to be able to 
recover the amount due to the Treasury, the 
securitv that thece shires and councils can 
offer for this pm.,ible additional obligation of 
3 per cent. is not worth Yery much. Let me 
cite one or two ca:;,,p.s of shire<:J and councils 
that will come within the benefited area in 
one or oth<>r of thesB districts. Mackay is 
one of the towns that will be called upon to 
guarantee a certain proportion of a possible 
deficit. \V ell, the town of Mackay has 
borrowed Yery freely from the Treasury in 
the past, and its showing on the document 
before me is not such as to encourage a 
private financier to malre further adYances. 
On 30th June last the town of Mackay was 
in arrears for intere,t and redemption £2.340. 
It had also borrowed from the Meat and 
Dairy Board for the purpose of erecting 
meatworks; and, on 30th June last it owed 
fifteen htdf-yearly instalment,s of interest and 
redemption. It also borrowed for the pur­
pose·, of a butter factory; and on 30th J nne 
]ast it owed seven half-yearly instalments of 
mterest and redemption. The chire of ,John­
stone will also be included in one of the 
benefited areas. It has borrowed over 
£50,000 for the purposes of a. tramway, 
and on 30th June la9t it was eighteen half. 
yearly payments of interest and redemption 
in arrv;,rs in respect of that loan. Its total 
arrears amountc·d to £18,463. Now, before 
you can expect the shire of Johnstone to con­
tribute anything to this railway, it would 
surely be a proper thing to ask it to pay up 
this £18,463, which it owes in respect of its 
previous borrowings. There are quite a 
large number of other cases in this list, but 
I cited these few as rather shocking examples 
but more or ]e,s typical of quite a number. 
I have always regarded this matter as an 
exceedingly important one, because, if the 
Government-I speak of the Government in 
an impersonJJ sense, as han. members quite 
understand-if the Gowrnment will not compel 
local authorities such as those I have 
instanced, and such as the others who make 
up the £206,000 of arrears. to live up to 
their obligations, on what !J:round of right or 
equib can they single out others and ask 
them to pay up? · 

HD!WUP,ABLE l\1EMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

The PHESIDENT: \Ve are encouraging 
ourselves to believe that we can go on with 
a more elaborate ra:ilwav policy now and 
hereafter than was possible in the past, be-

[Hon. A. Morgan. 

cause we are going to coll~ct 3 per ce~t. 
from the districts in which railways are bmlt. 
If tll() thing is to be a real guarantee-an, 
effectiYe enforceable guarantee-surely we 
should t~lm the earliest possible steps to make 
debtor local authorities understand that, when 
tht<v borrow, they must pay. 

liON DURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
The PRESIDE:\''I': I have always argued 

for that. and I argue it very strongly n'?w, 
because, if you allow the J ohJ?-stone ShirP, 
and if you allow. Mac!my. or If you allow 
iVarwick to contmue m a state of arrears 
in respc'ct of borrowing under the Local 
\Vorks Loans Act, or under the }'ramw":ys 
Act, are you not offering a contmuous m­
duce-ment to people to put thC!r ha~ds to· 
guarantees for railways, and then say, . They 
did not make these others pay; they will not 
n1ake us pay; and we will not pay".? a':d by 
and b:v their 3 ner cent. g-uarantee Will Simply 
have io be torn up, and in ': few years the. 
whole scheme will collapse hke a hous~ .of 
cards. and, in,stpad of the local authonti!"S 
paying 3 per cent. in respec! of these rml­
way l)orrowings. the State wil.J have to pay 
4 per cent. That i~ one senous. asp.ect; of 
this question that anses, and I thmk It IS a 
most pertinent matter to put before .the 
Council when this Bill is under consideration. 

Hoxa'URABLE :MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
The PHESIDENT: I have done it before. 

I do it now, not with the object of delay­
ing or defeating this m.easure, but because 
it is a matter upon whwh members. of the· 
Council, as one branch of the Legislature, 
ought to bring such pressure to bear upon 
the authorities as to compel them to take 
such lPgislative reme;Iial measures, anq such· 
administrative remedial measu:e,, as will. put 
a stop to a condition of thmgs that Is a 
menace to the policy we initiated a few yea:s 
ago rt'quiring a guarantee in respect of ~ail­
wav construction. These are the two pom.ts. 
on· which I wi.shed to sperr.k to the Counml, 
ancl I i ud!l'e them of sufficient importance 
to juctifv ine in intervening in this debate 
for the i:mrpo.se of stating them-as I think 
I ha.ve-·Clearly. 

HoNOUHABLE J\1EMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Hm;. B. FAHEY: When one hears the 

Pre .. id,:nt a.ddres.>ing this House, he cannot 
but feel regret that the hon. gcnLcman has 
withdrawn frcm aetiYe politics. He is a very 
forc<>ful, eloquent, and incisive spe~ker,. and 
to neither of the two eloquent and mtelhgent 
speeches that he has addressed to us on the 
subject of this railway scheme has ·a "ord 
of rc plv been vouchsafed. I well rcmcmb~r 
the wa.~·ning he gave twelv~ months. ago In 
connection with the borrowmg of shn·es and 
their liabilities. Evidently a vote in another 
place ha,s a great deal more influence upo_n 
the Government than anythmg that this 
House ma .. · do or say. The town of Mackay, 
which is ~o largely indebte;I to .the Gove~n­
ment, has two representatives m the :&:Im­
isterial side of the House-one of them a 
Minister of the Crown. That may account 
for the "milk in the ·cocoanut" m the 
matter of Mackay; but there is anot~wr 
point. When certain shires and. c';'!·":~,J.s 
through~ut thn State that mo;t. thc1r ua!Jl..l· 
ties see that other local authontlcs an~ ;l]Hlost 
encourao;ed not to meet theirs to the Tr.easury, 
a.s the President has suggested, confusiOn and 
chaos will result. I know the country 
throuc;h which this railway will pass from 
one end to the other, and I really b~lieve .. 
that after the first few ,years there will b&· 
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very little neces"ity for appealing to the local 
authorities for the payment o£ any portwn 
of the 3 per cent. guarant~.:d. fhn tl::>t I1~s 
nothino· at all to do w1th the prmclplC 
which the Pre•;idcnt has !brought b0:oro the 
Counc.il. One hon. rnc·tn~~~r s~id. t.h~-Lt h0 
saw a rich Northern pcrtl071 of thls C( tmtry 
which ihi,, raL .. way ·,,ill tr:~n:-cl'.~o ~vwe 
eighteen yea:rs ago. I saw. UH~. counb~y 
from one end to the other th1rty-nme years 
ago. I have seen all the country from 
Cardwell to Cairns, and right up to Cape 
York \vhen H1ere was ::-1ot a '\hire ma.n 
north of C~rdwe:l in 1872, and I know the 
·country from Rockhampt?n. t~ St .. I:awrenc~ 
very well. Every acre ox rt IS f:;tlr~y g-__.o .l; 
,and m0st of it is very good danymg •mJ 
agricultural land. I be:i eve :Ytadborou~h 
Station and the country 1·ound "· '.s 0110 oi 
the finest places for cattle ra1 1ng and 
fattening in Queem[and. There is a lot 
of land there that is fit fer high '·ultivation 
as well as for dairying. ·You d,'O :ur~hcr .en 
to Tooloomua, and you get good Lattentt;tif 
and ao-ricultural country there. You w1h 
also get very good agricultural land on Salt­
bush, Banksia, and Torilla. I do _not know 
how long the leases of tho~e statwns have 
still to run, but they _contam very valua~le 
agricultural and dalr)·mg land. From St. 
Lawrence to Mackay every acre 1s fit for 
dairying, and no better-watered country 1s 
to be found in Queensland. Hon. members 
know very well the character of the country at 
Mackav. Between 1Iackay and Bowen are 
sugar iands that are being utilised at Proser­
pine and almost all the country between 
the~e and Bowen is fit for dairying. Be­
tween Bowen and Townsville there is the 
Burdekin Delh, where is to be found some 
of the richest land in Queensland. The 
bridging of the Burdekin will be the biggest 
and most expensive item in the whole 
of this line. It will necccsaricy be a very 
expensive worl<, because in time of flord 
tho river overflows its banks to a very 
great extent. Then you have Jarvisfi~lrl, 
Woodstock and Inkerman-all va:u::.P:e 
lands for ~griculture and dairying. There is 
fairly eood dairying country nearer Towns­
ville. 'From Townsville to the Herbert River 
towards Ingham is the poorest land in the w_hole 
distance between Rockhampton and Cauns. 
I do not think that much of that land is fit 
for even dairying purposes; there may be 
some which is fit for that purpose, but there 
is not a great deal. On the Herbert River 
you have as good sugar land as you have 
anywhere in Queensland. I was the first free­
holder on that river, having gone there in 
1868, and bouf,ht land therce in 1369. From 
the Herbert River to Cardvcoll the c~untry 1s 
rough and 1nountainouj; it contains a goocl 
deal of Rcrub land, and I da.re say a .!:!ood 
deal of a[!ricultural land. In many place·, 
betw<>en Cardwell and Cairns the country is 
nothing but impenetrable s~rub. For a. dis­
tance of 96 or 10() miles along the CQast, and 
for a deoth of 36 miles inland, there are some 
of the r!chest lands to be found on the earth. 
but there are very few people thoro at 
present. There arc also value1ble ti1•1bel'S 
worth hundreds of thousands of pounds in 
that part of the ccuntry, but they are at 
present inaccessible: and there arc vast an) as 
of scrub land equally as rich as porti':n1S ol 
the famous Atherton Scrub. The so1l hns 
been enriched by the alternating growth awl 
decay of vegetation. stimulated by a rainfall 
of from 8 to 14 feet annually, since the 
days of Adam. The only regret I have 
in connection with this Bill is ·tihat the 

Govern1nent had not the cou:ra.go to cx~te3~d 
th·· rai:,\·ay· tc ih2 ~1o.ssrnCLn aud the Da!~l­
tr;c whe1:e come of the finest lands 1t1 

the 'sta:e are to be found, and where there 
are also valuab:e timbe~·s, but. I ~resun1e 
that in the course d tunc we shaJ have 
the rai:way projected mto that part of 
the country. hon. member', who have 
spoken of the probable traffie that. we w1ll 
have on this railway have for~:otten the most 
prohtab:e f:lctor in our ra1hvay nuleagc, a!'d 
that is tho pas;cnger traffic. ..t<'rom th? bcg:n­
ning o; October unt~l tho·beg1n1un
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hundreds and somellmes thousanas 01 peop1e 
leave the North and ,go down South to e~th.er 
.Sydney, ;;,lelbournc, or Hoba_rt, and I b~;H•~ 
the passenger traflie on th1s "''ast rai"" ""Y 
will be the most profitable pa·,senger ~raffi~ 
that have on any ra1lway m QueenslaCJd. 

Hon. J<'_ I. PowEH: \Vill the rail VI ay beat 
the steamers? 

Hm;. B. FAHEY: It will comp,Ietely. 
There are als 1 many delicate and de,wwus. 
fruits n·hich cannot now be taken to. the 
Southern markets, as the time of. t~ans1t by 
s:camcr is too long, and because of. t,Je ro~gh 
treatment they are subjected to m loadmg 
and unloading·. .For instance, mang~cs grow 
most sueee"Jsfully in the North, but they ean­
IlOt be sent down to Sydney, :Melbourne, or 
Hobart in a good condition, on account of the· 
length of time occup1ed m t~ans1t,. but .'t 
there is a good railway serv1ce tlus frmt, 
which is of a most delicious kind, can be se:r:t 
by rail direct to the Southern States. .In th1s 
way we shall be able to estabhsh a frm~ trade· 
for the North with our n8lghbours m the 
South. Bananas also suffer in liavour through_ 
having to be cut ~reen in order to s!and the 
long voyage, uut.If a. rap1d means. OL t~~anslt 
is provided, as 1t w1ll be by th1s railway, 
bananas need not be cut unt1! they become 
yellow on the plant, and then they can be 
sent to the Southern markets in excellent con­
dition, and they will no doubt reahse s~tls­
factory prices to the grower and ~eta1ler, 
so that there is likely to be a eons1derable 
deve:opment in that industry. The line 
mav not pav very profitably at fir,t, but l 
believe that" ultimately it will be found that. 
no railway in the whole of Australia will ,Pa.y 
better than this Xorth Coast RailwaY m rrmt 
and pa.ssengcr freights and fares alone. It 
will also open up a large extent of country 
and induce a great deal more close settle­
ment t1han any other railway built in any 
other part of Queensland. It will also do a 
great deal to;ve,rds obviating the cry for 
senaratwn wh10h would soon beccme a hve 
su-bject id the North .and Centre. , With 
regard to the financ1al aspecc .0' the 
question, I may say that I know th1s State 
from one end to the other, and I knew 
that in comparison with Ne:w Z_eala:r:d,. 
or with New South \Vales, or w1th vwtona, 
even if we doubled the debt which we now 
have, still, if we increased our population, the· 
assets of Queensland would be douLle what 
the asset, are in these other States as com­
pared with their liabilities. We. a:e no. doul?t 
borrowing very largely. But th1s 1s a g1ganpw. 
project that will-I will not say immorta!1se 
the Government-but will reflect lastmg 
credit en their administration. The Hon. 
Mr. Barlow has had the highest honour con­
ferred upon him that. he has ~w:r ~arne~ 
as a Minister-in havmg the d1sbnctwn o, 
introducing this Bill to the Council, and the 
Bill which he introduced the other ~ay for 
the building of the Gn'at Western Railway­
it is a hig'her Ministerial distinction J:ha.u, 

Han. B. Fahey.J 
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any other hon. member of this House beld­
ing u portfolio h~3 been associa,ted vvith. 
This Bi1l is a co:nmercial venture. The Bill 
passed yesterday is a r11easure oi a statp:;­
man. Tho Bi:l 'f yesterday contains the 
grand idea of making available 12{),000.000 
.acres of land, some of which is very rich. 
l\Iy attention has been called to the time, and 
I shall just conclude by saying that I have 
very much plcCLsure in giving this Bill m:y 
assistance and support. 

.Hox. A. NORTOJ.\': I do not wish to speak 
'Very fully upon this subject. At the 'ame 
time, I wish to refer to some matters in con· 
nection with it, as to which I think it is 
•desirable that those who have studied them 
should place ilieir views bdore the Council. 
.After hearing the address which we have had 
from the Hon. the President, one feels that it 
.is well to pause and think seriously on the 
subject which he has brought under our 
notice. The matter is one of very great and 
serious importance. It is one which has been 
:put before us on previous occasions. It is one 
with reg"ard to which every hon. member who 
is sensible to his duties to this House should 
·give very serious att;mtion. I am in agree­
ment with the argument of the President 
·with regard to those local bodies that have 
borrowed money from the Government m 
'order to carry out certain works, and thus 
made themselves responsible for the payment 
·of interest and redemption on loans, but have 
not carried out the conditions under which 
the money was advanced. That is one of the 
most important of all considerations in con­
nection with advances made by the State to 
locnl authorities. At different times tlus 
failure to meet obligations to the Treasury 
has manifested itsBlf in different forms, and 
there has been the greatest difficulty in get­
ting interest and redemption paid upon 
money advanced for public works. Trouble 
in connection with this matter has arisen 
through hon. members of the Government 
who have been in power at the time not 
having the support of members of Parliament 
when they proposed to insist upon loca:l 
authorities meeting their obligations to tho 
'Trea"uror in respect of loans. :Many ca,eo 
might be quoted in which that has been 
none. There have abo been instances in 
which contracts have been let to carry out 
certain work in connection with raihYu~,t:J, such 
as the buildinp: of roiling-f,tock, or the making 
of iron piles for bridi'< es, and when the con· 
tractor has found that he could not complete 
his contract in the time "greed upon, he has 
gone to the 1\Iinister and has got an ext.cmion 
d time for three months or six months as the 
case may be. Contra.ctors at that time were 
willing to take contracts with the knowledge 
that they would not be forcr,d to carry out 
their contracts within the stipulated time, and 
they took them in order to fill up the:r time, 
when they were short of other work. 
Attempts were made to prevent an extension 
,of time to contractorq in such cases, and a 
good der:l of feE~ling '}l.ras shown a.gainst those 
who endeavoured to put an end to the pra~­
tice. I do not think it was stopped alto­
gether, but the thing was eonsiclerably miti­
gated. The same l<ind of thing has taken 
place in connection with the loan obligations 
of local authorities to the Government. If 
the Government endeavoured to force the 
payment of interest and redemption on the 
money advanced. there was considerable sore­
ness felt about the matter. \Vhv should local 
bodies, or any other body, be ailowed to run 
in arrears with their payments year after 
year? I do not suppose the accumulation of 
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arrears which has taken place would have 
been allowed to. continue if the supporters of 
the Government in Parliament had not used 
their influence in favour of granting time to 
the lO{'al authorities. What t.he President has 
said with regard to this matter is absolutely 
correct. It is absolutely wrong on the part 
of those who are responsible for the condition 
of things which prevails that they do not insist 
upon local authorities honouring their obliga­
tions, and making their payments regularly. 
When the present Premier, the Hen. 'William 
Kidston. insisted upon forcmg them to pay 
up, there was a great rleal of ill-feeling. 
\Vhen he m,ade tllcse local authorities 
pay up what had been advanced-I do 
not sa:, in that ,cuse they did all that they 
wer0 expected t' do. I have a recollection 
that he advanced money to some v•ho were 
in deM; but when he did that, I believe ho 
for·ced them to pay back tho.'8 debts from 
the advances which were mack. This state 
of things wont on until it came to an end 
somewhat abruptly. I do not knew -,vhether 
·the hon. gentleman struck a snag-perhaps 
it was nothing but a Reid shaken by the 
'Wind-but I believe the system of enforeing 
payment was modiried about that time, ,and 
it has not been enforced since. If it could 
be clone again, I do not hesitate to say that 
the pre,cnt Premier is the man who can do 
it. The matters to which I have referred 
ought to be ,a warning to all those who 
iHcur obligations and wh.> do not carry them 
out. at the time they agree to do so. But, 
in any great undertaking like this, are we 
to suppose that they will always be al:owed 
to dribble on? vnn there bo no man who 
will pnt down his foot and say, " You shall 
do it"? Or will anyone say that one body 
shall be exemp,t while others arA paying up? 
'.rhat will be a most unfair thing. However, 
looking at the great number of 'bodi,''S l'lho 
did not pay up at that time, o\-an if they 
.had to be forgiven tho:'e debts, doo3 it 
follow that they ·will nor carry out the obli­
gations to which they auJ commiht,l under 
this Bill, if it hceomes law? I do not think 
it does, because in ordinarv business matters 
and dealings with banks, "men may go on 
getting deeper and deeper into debt, but they 
are allowed to carry· on until the proper time 
rcomes, when the Jirst str,'J is taken towards 
relieving th~>ir prJsitian. • We know what 
occurred during the recent drought. There 
were hundreds of men driven almost to the 
insolvency court, and these men have paid off 
the whole or a large portion oF their obliga­
tions. Is it a reason to justifJ, th in refusing 
to go on with this scheme, that in a few 
in'~tance<s a fm;r thrusancl p-ounds have not 
been paid up by local bodies that we have not 
forced? Docs it follow that we should not 
11nakc arrangernent,~ for the 1)encfit of the 
whole of the f'1tate, when the arrangement 
for the benefit d a few isobtcd places· has 
:been allowed to lapse? Is it a good thing 
for the State that thfiC railwnvs should be 
rbuilt? I think it is, and becauSe I think it 
is I intend to wpport it. The matter was 
(brought before n1e many )'ears ago, when I 
was younger-and when I was going to set 
the Tho,mes on fire, though I did not do it. 
I used to try and induce the members of 
another place to vote money for the con­
~tructicn of a rail way line from Gladstone 
to Rockhampton, and at last I succeeded in 
inducing them to vote the money for the 
continuation of the line from Bundaberg to 
<Gladstone. But my efforts in regard to 
Rockhampton and Gladstone were met in 
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this way by Sir Thomas Mcilwraith: "This 
thing is going on; you cannot persuade us 
to cut the line into bits, and build a bit here 
,and a bit there. We will go en from Bun­
daberg to Gladstone, from Gladstone to 
Rockharnpton, and frol£1 Rockhan1pton we 
will go along the Northern c ast." The 
continuation of this line which is now pro­
posed, from Rockhampton to Townsville and 
,further c n, was in the mind of Sir Thomas 
:Mcl:wraith at that time. If I con:d have 
used a little more judgn1cnt 1vhen advocating 
this thing, I might have been more success­
ful. There are ample grounds for giving 
our supp01·,t to the construction of this line. 
It is a part of a great r;>ih1 ay proposition; 
it is not a thing dealing with shreds and 
patches, but it lays down a definite system. 
Brisbane is connectc 1 with the line in the 
\Vest which we had to deal with a day or 
two ago, and Rockharnpton will be connected 
with Cairns by the proposal which is befC're 
us. \Vhat is the reason for this? I am not 
going to talk in a pessimistic style, nor ,am 
I going to talk about the Garden of Eden­
I have never found one yet, and I do nd 
~hink I shall. There is a garden of beauty 
m the North which ought to be preservell. 
The beauty places of the North ought to be 
kept for the benefit of tho people c'f this 
State, and to induce people from the South 
to come up in hundreds to see it, bv 
1naking rt_serves in the rirrht p:accs and 
voting money for its prcserY~tion. Th~ land 
is being all taken up. The most beautiful 
sp".ts which could be found have been 
selected. The same thing has been done in 
the neighbourhood of Killarney. I visited 
:" fall t.hero which i,s a geological wonder; 
'ont that and a numocr of other placos had 
been selected years ago. The result is that 
~nyb' <ely can destroy the beauty of the place 
!11 a few hours .. Then there is a lovely spot 
Ill the_ Tambourme :Mountains, photographs 
of whwh I saw some years ago. I snoke to 
a photographer empkved bv the Govern­
ment only a few vveoks" ago, ~and he Faid it 
was destroyed. All the palms and beautiful 
tree,g w hioh grew around the falls are 
broken up. Are we to go on ,,,ith that kind 
of thing ? We are not only los in"' the m• 'St 
lovely places we had, but the" heautiful 
timbers which abound in vast numbers in 
the North. Thousands of our cedar-trees 
J1ave been destroyed; they have been cut 
down and allowed to rot in places from 
which the~- could not be 'taken. All a1oout 
Cairns ~undred" of logs _were cut, and have 
been lymg th.:cre !lver ~mce. If you go to 
a ful'mture shop m Bnsbane fo1· furniture, 
and sugp;cst ced:>r,_ thc,y do ni''t advise you to 
have cedar, ~s rt u br too dear. They say 
they make srlky oak now, as the cedar has 
been us?d up: and silky oak will be used 
up too rf we don't take care. In th<"'O vast 
forests in tho North hundreds of trees have 

been absolutely sacrificed. Some 
[7.30 p.m.] of the members of the Scottish 

Agricultural Commission said it 
was a great shame to see the beautiful timber 
which had been cut being burnt off. 

Hon. W. H. Cnrl'DELL: They don't burn 
the cedar; they cut that off and take it 
mvay. 

HoN. A. NqRTON: It rots a.way, and a 
great deal of rt floats down creeks into the 
sea. However, there is the fact-that cedar 
is so reduced in, quantity that, if you go to 
~ cabmet-maker s establ·shment, he will say, 

I cannot make you cedar furniture with­
out charging a very high price, because cedar 

is so ,dear. We use silky oak instead; and I 
have to take silk-y-oak furniture instead 
of the cedar that I wante·d. But beBides 
cedar, silky oak, and pine, there are 
any quantity of trees up there, which Mr. 
Bailey, the Government Botanist, will 
give vou the names o£ if you require 
them.· We have for years been destroying 
valuable timber. and we know the same 
thing iff going on now. Is it ever to stop? 
If we are going to construct this line up 
the coast, we ought to reserve the timber, at 
any rate, in many of these places, so that in 
the course of a few years it will help largely 
to pay the interest on the sum expended in 
the construction of this railway. I have 
been over a good deal of the country between 
this and Cardwell, and I have seen some very 
good agricultural land, but I have also seen 
a great deal that is not worth picking up for 
agriculture. I have seen tens of thom:ands 
of acres that nobody would think of putting 
a plough into. At Mackay they cultivate 
the hills. The best soil is there, and they 
use that land for sugar. 

Hon. W. H. CAMPBELL: They do not culti­
vate them now. 

HoN. A. NORTON: There is a lot of rub­
bishy land on the flats at Mackay. Every 
acre of it wants manuring largely to get a 
crop of sugar from it. You find tea-tree 
swamps in those flats, and we all know what 
that means. The land near those swamps is 
not the best land for agriculture. At the 
sn.n1c time, there a1·e- large areas of very 
valuable land near Mackay, and most of it 
is being used. It is the same at Cairns. 
People have an idea that any land that is 
not fit for cultivation ·is fit for dairying. I 
tried dairying at one time. I built a house 
and yards, and I gave a man the dairy ·an 
shares. There were no agricultural flats near 
that could be cultivated, and the result was 
that after a time I had to wind the affair up 
at a loss of £100, which I could ill afford. 
That is what will happen to a great many 
men if they start dairying on these ridges. 
:r'he grass on them is not good milk-produc­
mg grass. Of course, it 'an be improved. 
A great deal of this land which is still 
uncleared is fit for dairying, and there 
is no reason why it should not be largely 
developed: but what I look for ,chiefly in con­
nection with the country is cattle · raiffing. 
Cattle can be raised and fattened on it, and 
large numbers of stock could be brought to 
the meatworks by train. Of course, wool­
growing will be carried on in the Western 
country and the wool may come to Br'sbane, 
to Rockhampton, or to Townsville. We know 
the difficulty we had a few years ago in 
persuading wool-buyers to come to Brisbane, 
but now almost every pastoral agency com­
pany in Australia has built, or is building, 
large stores in Brisbane, and they are doing 
so because thev know that in time the chief 
place for woof sales and the sale of station 
produce generally will not be Sydney or 
Melbourne, but it will be Brisbane. The 
line can be utilised in time of war for taking 
men to the Southern States from Queens­
land if we have no other way of bringing 
them. It may not be possible to convey 
them by water, because there may be 
enemies' ship~ hanging around the coast; but 
the construction of this line will enable large 
bodies to be moved from one end of Aus­
tralia to another. Surely that is an im­
portant consideration. We have little bit3 
of railway line constructed here and there. 

H nn . .A. N orion.] 



2846 Nvrtk Cuast [COUNCIL.] Railway Bill. 

I remember that v.hen tho line to Emu Park 
was first pr<Jposed in the Assembly, the then 
member for Rockhampton argued that Emu 
Park would be used as a seaside resort for 
~he people of Rockhampton and the people 
mland, and that ihe land which could be 
sold would be sufficient t<J pay for the whole 
cost of the railway. It never did pay for it, 
and it never will pay for it. That railway 
has never given a decent return. There is 
another little line at Mackay, another at 
Bowen, and another at Cooktown. As to the 
prospects of tho iine paying interest, there is 
no line of any length that has been con­
structed in this part o£ Arutralia that has 
not paid after a few years, but none of them 
paid from the outset, and we cannot expect 
that they should. We have been told by 
one optimistic member that this line will 
pay from the start, but we cannot expect 
that. I opposed both the Bowen and the 
Cooktown lines, and the results show that I 
was justified in my opposition. Very little 
information was supplied by the Government 
of the day regarding some o£ the proposals 
contained in the £10,000,000 loan. A large 
sum of money was voted for the construction 
of a line from Bowen to the coalfield, 
and at the time there was a report in 
the Railway Office from Mr. Jack stating 
that the deposits of coal had taken fire 
many years before, and that the great 
bulk of the coal had been destroyed,· yet 
there was a vote of £200,000 passed to con­
nect Bowen with the ashes of a coalfield. I 
believe they have found some coal since that 
has not been consumed by fire. I advocate 
the construction of this iine because I be­
li~ve, notwithstanding what has taken pliwe 
With regard to the non-payment of interest 
by local authorities, that that can be pre­
vented. I advocatn the line because I be­
lieve it will help to bring the products of 
the North to the South. I support it because 
I believe it will afford the best means of 
conveying troops from one part of Australia 
to another in the event of an attack by any 
alien power. I advocate it, moreover be­
cause I believe it will increase the val{,e of 
land in many cases tenfold, and that it will 
increase it in all cases. \Vith regard to thG 
pr?posal to buy certain tl·amways, the price 
pa:d should be the value of those lines to the 
railway system of the country when pur­
chase?. \Ve have experts who are capable of 
deCJdmg what the value of these lines will 
be. We . have trusted those men in the past, 
and I thmk we can trust them in the future. 
I also support the line because it will enable 
rolling-stock which is now more or less use­
less to be released, and to be taken to places 
where it can be used to better advantage. I 
hope that when the President calls for the 
"Contents" and fhe "Not-Contents" there 
will not be one "Not-Content." 

HaN. A. J. CARTER: I have not spoken 
hitherto on ei~he~ of these railways, because 
I am so heartily m accord with both of them 
that it is quite unnecessary for me to reite­
rate. what I. have previously said on many 
public occa'iwns. The Great Western Rail­
way particularly affects a certain portion of 
the population, and as it was very ably sup­
ported by ~ho~e who are more pa'rticularly 
mterested m It, I did not speak upon it, 
although I was prepared to vote in favour of 
it .. This coastal . line is more peculiarly a 
natwnal undertakmg, because it affects the 
very well-being of the nation. The line will 
gi';e us railwuy connection, not only from 
Bnsbane but from the Southern States, right 
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through to the far North in case of war. 
·without this means of communication we 
might not be able to provide our own 
people in the North with food in the 
event of a sudden outbreak of war; but, 
when the North Coast Railway is constructed, 
we shall be ,:,ble to carry foodstuffs to the 
Norti1, if we can carry nothing else. This 
railway will not only carry the produce 
oE the far North, lbut it will carry a con­
siderable passenger traffic, which is tho most 
protitable kind of traffic we have on any of 
our railways. It will carry the passenger 
traffic from the North right to the South of 
,Queens1and, and enable the travelling public 
to make the whole journey to the 8outh0rn 
States by rail. For that rea,on, this railway 
is a better speculation from a financial point 
of view than the Great Western Railway. 
With regard tu the Gre::tt Western B.ailway, 
we have to regard that from a national 
point of view, and to remember that it was 
owing to the non-existence of such a railway 
that we lost 14,000,000 sheep and 3,000,000 or 
4,000,000 cattle during the great drought. 
'lhe c::cpital value represented by the stock 
then lost would easily cover the cost of 
(~xtend1ng a railway to any part of Au~J· 
tralia. But I wish just now to speak more 
partieul::trly on this coastal railway. Fortu­
nately for us, at a time when we were not 
able to undertake the building of et:nain 
intermediate railways, the people them­
selves, with that independence which always 
characterises the pioneer, obtained from Par­
liament permission to build those railways. 
The very fact that they obtained that per­
mission and built the r :ib avs showed that 
th"'y were satisfied that the lines would pay 
ultimately, and the fact that they were will­
ing to undertake the responsibili·~,,>, c.f con­
structing the lines should have bnen suffi­
,eien' to c: 11vincB the Government that it 
'\o'ould be a good thing for the State to build 
the lines, since they must inevitably form 
part of the pathway to the North. The 
Government now realise the value of those 
railways from this point of view, and there­
fore propose to purchase certain lines built 
by local authorities. Th's railway scheme 
does nut really nY1uire any argummrt to 
su;~port it. Its advantages are <Jbvious. The 
Government now recognise that it is desir­
able that thev should acquire lines built by 
tho people themselves, so that the na;,inn 
may get the full benefit of them, not only 
because this North Coast, Hailway will open 
up certain lands which will bring very con­
siderable profit to the State, but also be­
cause it is of national import:mce in view 
d the trouble which I fear is looming in the 
ncar future, when it will enable ns to feed 
our Northern people and conduct them to 
places of safety. I know I am a little 
Cassandra-like in speaking in this way, but 
J feel very sh·ongly that in a very short 
time ~\ustralia will be put to the greatest 
s!:r::cits to preted itself. It is no good pooh­
poohing the matter. I feel that the Com­
monwealth Government have some know­
ledge that we do not posocss in this m::ctte", 
or they wt-u!d not have dealt with the sub­
ject in the strenuous manner they did in 
the Defence Act, which makes military ser­
Yice compulsory on llll citizens, <>ccc,cpt those 
who nrc grey-haired. Personally, I think 
that the danger of invasion is a real one, 
'tmd that is why I am prepared to support 
this railway on national grounds. I am 
also prepared to support it because I be­
lieve it will be a thoroughly paying project, 
and bec~use I believe it will add very much 
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:to the comfc'rt, convBnience, and safety of 
the travelling public. Indeed, it appears to 
me that this line has everything in its 
favour. At one time there was a proposal 
made to link up the tovms at a greator 
distance from the coast, but I think the 
scheme propcunded by the Government is a 
verv much broader and more con1n1o.:::.._-sense 
scheme. I have acwavs advocated that the 
<JOnnection should be made nearer the COast, 
for tho reasons I have already giyen in 
.suppurt of this project. A scheme of this 
kind has been supported by the Brisbane 
-Chamber of Commerce for a long time, and 
I have been consistent and persistent in my 
·advocacy of it, so that it was quite unneces­
sary for me to have said ·anything on the 
present coecasion. Still, for the sake of 
emphasising my position in the matter, I 
felt that it was fitting that I should say a 
few words on the subject, and intimate tlut 
the scheme has my hearty approval on 
<Jconomio and national grounds. 

HoN. F. I. POWER: I shoull like to 
place on record my hearty approval of this 
particular line. I am not prepared to say 
that, in my judgment, it is going to do 
~nything like the good the Great Western 
Railway will do. At the same time I think 
it will open up a ;;reat deal d ~ountry; 
and I do not believe that anv man in this 
Chamber who has given any thought to the 
matter has any doubt ihat it will be a suc­
cess, if not at once, in the near future. I 
was pleased to hear tho President's c,peech, 
and I think he deserves ,the thanks of tho 
Honse for having called attention b certain 
questions which arise in connectj Jn vdth 
this Bill. vVith regard to tlw purchase of 
the Ayr Tramway, I do not think tho Go­
vernmcmt have any right to expect tha~ the 
tramwaY should be handed over to the:n for 
the balance of the loan that i> due to tho 
Trea-suq. It might have been a wise thing 
to have Bnactod that at the time the _,ot 
was passed, but, unless the Government h1n· 
the right under a s~atutc to bko over the 
tramway on such terms, I do not think they 
have any legal or moral right t:> insist on 
such a condition. It appears to me that the 
loan for this tranTwav is not in any different 
position from a loan' for waterworks cr anv 
Diher public work. It may he that the 
·h'amway board have opened up the district 
by means of the tramway, and in that way 
tbenefited from their enterprise, so that the 
line is now mcQ-e valuable than when it was 
built; but I think they are entitled, lil<e 
any other body or indiYidual, to the in­
creased value of their property. Another 
matter the President brought under our 
notice is the position of public bcdies which 
l1ave obtained loans from the Government 
and have failed to meet their interest and 
redemption payments. I do not think there 
is any serious danger from that source. 
Although, at first blush, it might appear that 
the Government-not this Government, hut 
past Governments-have• not done their duty 
in forcing municipal bodies to pay up interest 
and redemption, still it must be remc'll­
hered that there are two sides to the ques­
tion. I know of one shire council which ha·d 
not been very long in E'Xistcnce when a flood 
came and caused £3,000 worth of damage 
to bridges, apart from th8 damage done 
to roads and culverts. It is onlv natural 
that, when a local authority meets with 
adversity d that sort, which may cause it. 
to fall into arrears with its payments of 

·interest and redemption, the whole circum­
stances should be taken into consideration 
by the Government. I am not advocating 
that they should be allowed to get into 
arrears exten>ivcly. At the same time, I 
would point out that the Government have a 
1nortgagc, 'vhich is a fir"'t charge on the 
income of local authorities, so that there is 
not the slightest chance of their suffering any 
loss in ·connection vvith advances made fron1 
the public funds. 1 could give you another 
ins tanoe in connection ;ori th the .:.~ oo.~ a Shire 
Council. That <' ·uncil had no rates, and 
was not formed more than a fortnight. when 
a flood carried a-,•\'ay a bridge which cost 
them nearly £600. It is only natural that 
a local authority so circurnscanced should get 
into arrears, but, as I have already pointed 
oQUt, the Government have good secuntv for 
their monPy. I£ the assets of local a'utho­
rities were less than their loan obligations, 
the position would be serious; but I do not 
~hink that is the case with any local autho­
rity in Queensland. 'I'herefore, I do not 
think there is any serious difficulty to be 
apprehended from that. 'I'hcre is a much 
more serious difficulty which this railway ma;y 

have to encounter, and that is 
[8 p.m.] the rivalry of the sea. But there 

are oiher hon. members who 
know a great deal more about that than I 
do. The Han. Mr. Fahej has all his life 
•been connected with the ,coast and with 
shipping, as vvcll ·as other hon. lll(~mhers. 
and they eYidently do not fear anythinO' of 
that sort. Thereiorc" it is not fair for '"o,e 
who knows less than they do to suggc't that. 
I think that we are to lJC eongratu!utccl that 
this railway has been brought forward, and 
I believe that any pessimistic Yiews which 
have been entertained will be di,lhclled in 
time. 

HoN. A. H. BARI"O\Y: If no han. member 
desires to speak, I will briefly reply. I woukl 
h.ke to say that I list~ned with great tttten­
~IOn to Sir Arthur Morgan, both from his 
mherent ability and from the fact that be wa, 
my old chief. There is no reason on <'qrth 
1vhy he, as Lieutenant-GoYernor Dr as Pre­
sident of this House, if he has anvthin.c· to 
say to the puLlic, should not sny it.· " 

HONOURABLE !\!EMBERS: Hear, hear! 

lioN. A. H. BARLOW: Here is a memor­
andum initia.!led by the Treasurer himself in 
which he states- - ' 

Under section 13 of Railways Act of 1906 the 
Commissioner may levy and collect a rate of the 
requir\ d. amount, if the local authority refuses or 
neglects to levy its portion, and has for that pur­
pose all the powers of a local authority. 

As to existing arrears, there has hitherto been a 
defect in the powers of the Government to collect 
~rrears f~om. defaulting local authorities, but this 
Is remedied m the Local Authoi·ities Act Amend­
ment Bill (section 41) by the power to appoint a 
receiver, and it is the intention of the Government 
to act on that power as soon as the Bill becomes 
law.. This, with the Con;.missioner's powers under '· 
sectwn 13 as above, will give full authority. 

I recommend local authorities to post that up 
in their offices. In regard to the Ayr Tram­
way, there are some few additional facts. The 
fear was expressed by the President that the 
permanent way was not in a proper state. I 
have a report from the board which says-

The Ayr Tramway has been maintalned in good 
running order. It has been examined fron1 time 
to time by th··' Commissioner's own engineers, and 
the Commissioner has always satisfied himself that 
the line was kept in a safe condition. The board 
has renewed sleepers where necessary, and the 

Hon . .A. H. Barlow.] 
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Commissioner 1s satisfied that renewals have not 
been .neglected on account of the prospect of selling 
the Ime to the Govern1nent. 

It is true thn.t some s1x years ago the board 
offered the line to tllf.! Government if relieved of 
their liability, hut the Government of the day did 
not think it ad"Visablc to accept the offer, and it 
lapsed. The Hne is now in o. very different posi. 
twn, howev~r, as then ·It was l'arnin~· £5 .)s. 4d. 
per cent., and now it is earning over 11 per c(·nt. 

It is not as though the Ayr Tramway Board 
were going to put this solatium in their 
pockets. It is going to the three munici· 
palities that form the joint· board, and I 
think it would be rather hard to appropriate 
this tramway, and eay, "\Ve will wipe off 
your debts, ana take your tramway in de· 
fault." \Vith regard to paying any claims of 
this kind, I am informed that the Mulgrave 
Tramway has offered their concern to the 
Government for £85,000, which is about the 
cost pricH. \Vhil<J the note of caution that 
the President has sounded is all right, I do 
not think we need be pfraicl. I would not 
advocate it if I was afraid. At the same time, 
I repeat that the hon. gentleman has a per­
fect rio:ht if he has o-ot anything to say to 
the public to say it. The position he occupies 
should not in anv wav hamner him from bear· 
ing testimony in regiud to- any such matter. 

Question-That the Bill be now read a 
second time-put and passed. 

COM:I:IITTF.E. 
(Hon. P. Jfacl'herson in the chair.) 

Clauses 1 to '9, inclusive, put and pas,;ed. 
On clause 10-" Provisions as to con;truc· 

tion"-
HoN. \V. H. CA2\IPBELL: On the second 

reading he had drawn attention to this clause. 
He mentioned that it contemplated lo start 
work frorn the different. extensions at once, 
and the President. in his remarks, said that 
would be almost impos·ible, becauec there 
would be five plants required on this line, 
four for the railways which were coming- for· 
ward, and one for the Great \Vestern Rail­
way. He noticed on looking through this 
clause again that it provided that the con· 
struction should be commenced "as ne'trly a~ 
may be simultaneously." That would give 
!a.titude to the Commissioner, who would not 
be compelled to start simultaneously at every 
point. 

Clause 11, and schedule, put and passed. 
The House resumed. The ACTING CHAIR· 

MA::-1 reported the Bill with<mt amendment, 
and the- report was adopted. 

THIRD READI::-IG. 
The Bill wns read a third time, and ordered 

to be returned to the LegislativB Assembly, 
by messa;e in t}w usual form. 

BLACKBUTT TO YARRA1'L\N RAIL­
WAY. 

PLANS RECEIVED FROM THE ASSEMBLY. 
The PRESIDE:;:\IT announced the receipt of 

a message from tho Assembly, forwarding 
plans, sec-tion, and book of reference of the 
above railway to the Legislative Council for 
their approval. 

APPOINTMENT oF SELECT CoMMITTEE. 
BoN. A. H. BARLOW: I ask leave to 

move, without notice-
1. That the plan, section, and book of reference 

of the proposed railway e:!dension from Blackbutt 

[Han. A. H. Barlow. 

to Yarraman, in length 14 mill's 62 chains, as 
received by message from the. Legislative Assembly 
this day, be referred to a tSelect Committee. 

2. That such committee have power to send for 
persons and papers, and leave to sit during any 
adjournment of the Council, and that it consist of 
the following members :-3Ir. Clewt"tt, Mr. Fahey. 
Mr. Murphy, Thfr. ·-.;te,,ens, Mr. 0'; ullivan, and the 
mover. 

1'he object in having two Ministers is in case 
one is unable to attend. 

The PRESIDENT : Is it the pleasure of the 
Council that the motion be submitted without. 
notice? 

HoNOURABLE ::.\lEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Question put and passed. 

RIGHTS IN WATER AND 
CONSERVATION AND 
TION BILL. 

WATElt 
UTILIZA-

RESUMP'riON OF Co~iMITTEE-CoNSIDERATION 

OF POSTPONED CLAUSES. 

On clause 4-" Interpretation"-
The A'l'TORNEY·GENERAL said that the 

Hon. lVl:r. 'l'hynne had an amendment to• 
move to eliminate the definition of " bank of 
a watercourse," but that definition was neces· 
sary in consequence of subsequent provisions 
in the Bill. 

HoN. A NORTON understood that the 
Hon. Mr. Thynne's objection was to exclude 
from the d0finition lands that were under 
water sometimes for weeks at a time after 
a flood. Tho eixstence of ,such flooded lands 
induced people to takB up the land, because 
it provided feed for their stock when the­
grass on the rest of the country had perished. 

Ho;;. A. J. CARTER: The same condi­
tion applied in the case that the Hon. Mr. 
Norton spoke of as applied in the part of 
England from which the Hon. Mr. Davey 
came. There were flooded paddocks ,in 'lliat 
country every winter, but the lands so ll.ooded: 
would neYer be defined as the banks of a,. 
watercourse. The definition was perfectly 
clear. 

'l'he ATTORNEY-GENERAL: There was. 
another amendment standing in the namB o£ 
the Hon. Mr. Thynne, and, as the hon. mem­
ber did not seem to have requested anybody 
to move it in hi.s absence, he (Mr. O'Sullivan) 
would move it himself, hut with the addition 
of the words " not being artesian," so that 
it should not include water from an artesian 
well. He moved the insertion of the follow· 
ing dc>finition, to follow the definition of 
"stock":-

" Spring "-Any spring of water, not being 
o.rtesian, naturally rising to and flowing over the 
surface of the land. 

Amendment agreed to. 

BoN. A. NORTON said that the definition• 
of " watercourse" read-

A river, stream, or creek in which water flows in 
a natural channel, whether perennially or inter­
mittently. 

The word "intermittently" would include· 
flood waters, and he thought the definition• 
would be improved if they added the words 
"but does not include country that is· 
flooded by overflow in time of flood." 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: That amendment 
is not necessary, as the Bill does not refer 
to flood waters. 
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Ho"l. F. L POWER: On behalf of the 
Han. Mr. Bro·•vn, he moved the omission of 
tlie words " whether perennially or intermit­
tently," with the view of inserting the wmds, 
"for not less than fourtP'ln consecutive days 
during each year." After discussing the 
matter 'rith the Han. :'llr. Brown, he per­
ceived that it was a difficult matter to deal 
with, as there were many creeks which only 
ran in time of flood. 

The ATTORNEY-GEr;ERAL: The amendment 
will cut out 90 per cent. of the creeks of 
Queensland. 

HoN. F. I. POWER: It would cut out 
some big river,s too. Under clause 54 a 
man was liable to a penalty and even to 
imprisonment if he .permitted certain things 
to get into a watercourse, and it was neces­
sary to draw a distinction between a creek 
and a rully. There were plenty of dry 
gullies that were impassable for hours after 
a thunderstorm, and if a man deposited 
something in one of them he might be sent 
to goal. because it might prevent the creek 
from running at some time later. With re­
gard to the amendment, there •would be a 
difficulty in deciding whether the water 
flowed for fourteen ~ays consecutiv~ly during 
each yee,r, because It would necessrtate some 
peroon watching to ascertain whether the 
we>ter did flow con -ecutively for that number 
of dttys. He would prefer to make the 
amendment read, "in which water continue1s 
to flow," if it would be acceptable to the 
Attorney-General. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL would be 
only too glad to accept the amendment if he 
thought it would improve the Bill but he did 
not th~nk it would be any improv~rnent. The 
definition of a 'vat£rcourse 'vhich \Vas gh-en in 
the Bill "as the ver:p bee' the drafLman 

with the assistance of t'>e i\Iiniste~ 
[8.30 p.m.] in another place, oould devise 

and he beli~:r-:ed that, if they de: 
parted from that defimtwn, the,· would s.et 
into difficulties. If the aH,endmenc .;vas 
adopted, it would be necessary for s.orneone to 
watch a watercourse for fourteen days or 
longer to see whether water flowed through 
~t for not le:,J than fourtee11 con''''C,tti; e days 
m each year, and that would be ridiculous. 

HoN. W. H. CAJi:lPBELL: If a grazing 
farmer or selector wished to build a dam or 
tank, he would build it in a watercourcc, pro­
bably a watercourse in which water did not 
flow perennially ; and if the clause wem passed 
without the amendment he might be pre­
vented from doing that. How were they going 
to settle the ·western country if they pre­
vented settlers making dams or tanks in 
watercourses which only contained water after 
rain? 

HoN. A. NORTON: In many watercourses 
the water sank below the !eve! of the bed of 
the watercourse in dry seasons, and the only 
way in which w;:;ter could be got there was by 
sinking a trough in the sand below the water 
level, but if this dause was pe c;sed even that 
means of obtaining water might be denie-d the 
settler. 

HoN. A. A. DAVEY thoug·ht the definition 
was very clear and quite satisfactory-certainly 
clearer than it would be vrith the amendment. 

HoN. F. I. POWER: The amendment was 
proposed in order to make clear the difference 
between a watercourse in which water flowed 
intermittently, andl which in dry weather 
might be crossed dryshod, and a watercourse 
in which water flowed in ordinary seasons. 

1910-S,M 

No saue man would call a watercours<' a 
creek if water flowed into it only inter­
mittently. 

HoN. W. H. CAMPBELL: Out in the 
\\'e.;tern country there were many creeks 
which were quite dry in dry weather, and in 
those people made tanks or dams which were 
supplied with water during flood time. A 
man must have some sort of place like that in 
which to make a dam, and if he were debarred 
from obtaining a supply of water it would be 
a great hardship to the selector. 

HoN. A. NORTON: Water from the 
country between two spurs ran down a gully, 
which might be termed its natural course, and 
under the definition in the Bill that would be 
a watercourse, though it did not hold the 
water for any length of time. 

HoN. B. FAHEY: If the Government were 
going to have the control of all water, they 
should not have their power restricted in the 
manner proposed in the amendment. Their 
objPct would be to conserve water and prevent 
waste, and they are not iikdy to interfere 
with a man who \\as endeavouring to cons0rve 
water in the way de,cribed by the ~i.ttorncy­
Gcneral. 

HaN. A. NORTON: The Government were 
not likely to interfere with men conserving 
water in that way, but the officers they em­
ployed might do so without the Government 
bein.~-- aware of the circumstances or knov.ring 
whether such interference was justified or not. 

Amendment (Jir. Power's) put and ne<>a-
tived. 

Clause, as amended, put and passed. 
On clau'--c 20-" Power to levy rates"­
Hoe\. C. F. NIELSON moved that the fol-

lowing proviso be added to the clause:-
Provided that in case of lands which have been 

supplied with water for irrigation prior to the 
passing of th) s Act such lands shall not, . so ~ong 
as the private irrigation works are ma1ntarn:ed 
in effective operation by the owner thereof, be rn~ 
cludc>d in an irrigation area for the purpose of 
rating, except by the consent of the owners of such 
lands. 
Under the existing Irrigation Act o.f 1891, of 
which this Bill was largely a reprmt, lands 
which were irrigated from private in-igation 
works were not liable to be rated by the water 
authority for the district, even though t~e 
laud was included in the water area. Thrs 
Bill omitted that provision, and made provi­
sion for issuing licensFs to persons for ten-and 
with the amendment of the Conncil for twenty­
one-years to use water for irrigation pur­
poses; but at the same time made such per.·v_n 
liable to pay the water rate. He thouFht rt 
was unfair that a person who had ob~amed ,a 
license, and had ~xpended . a. co~sl<~erap,e 
amount of money m estabhshmg rrrrgatron 
works, should be compelled to pa.y a wat~r 
rate for water which he did not use and drd 
not require, and that was his reason for pro­
posing the amendment. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL said this was 
a clause which he could not accept. ?"he man 
who objected to taxation under tlns clause 
was in the same position as the man who ob­
jected to pay water rates to the . water 
authority because he had a tank on hrs own 
property. The clause as dra~n, apart fro~ 
that radical defect, had also thrs defect: It d!_d 
not say anything about t~e value of .the 
irril;ation works. A man mrght have a wmd­
mill which cost him £50, and mirrht be supply· 
ing a property which cost £;t,OOO, .an_d t~at 
expenditure of £50 on some tm-pot rrrrgatwn 
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works might exonerate him from the payment 
of a tax to the water authority, while all the 
other people around might have to pay the 
tax. It was a most unfair amendment, and 
he could not accept it. 

HoN. A. GIBSON did not• agree with the 
Attornev-General on this matter. A man 
might have to spend £1,000 on an irrigation 
plant, and be utilising water which was for­
merly running away to the sea, when nobody 
else would do it, and he did not see why a 
man should be forced to pay for it. H>3 
thought the amendment was a very fair one. 

Ho~. C. F. NIELSON pointed out that 
they had passed a clau8e allowing private 
works to exist and the Dill provided for 
other licenses. '-cnder the present Irrigation 
Act the Governor in Council had power to 
grant licenses to persons to take water out of 
streams. 

Hon. C. S. McGHIE: The water does not 
belon~ to him-the Government cl::.im the 
water~ 

HoN. C. F. NIELSON: That was not the 
point of the discussion. The point was this: 
The Government under the present clause, by 
grantin<• licenses to persons, induced those 
persons b to spend money in the_ erection of 
irrigation works. The second pomt was _that 
the House passed a clause the oth!'r. mg):lt, 
empowering the Government or the rrngatwn 
board to resume these works at any time they 
liked. The third point was that, having _in­
duced the people to spend money, and havmg 
provided that the irrigation board could 
resume all these plants, until. they were . 
resumed it was a fair thing that the land 
whioh these plants were serving should not 
be rated. Let the Governor in Council 
rP'Ume the plants first. 

Hon. B. FAHEY: They are using the public 
property all the time, and you want them to 
use it without paying for it. 

HoN. C. F. NIELSON: Surely the hon. 
member did not need much convincing on 
this? All the public property which was 
being used was the water. The rate which a 
water authoritv put on was not to vet paid' 
for the water at all: it was tc be paid for the 
plant and machinery which was necessary for 
handlinv the water. There wa•s nothing added 
on for the value of the water. 

Hon. W. H. CAMPBELL: Suppose a man 
wants to put an irrigation plant on the other 
side of the river, under the Bill he has to pay 
rates. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: To the w,ater 
board. 

HoN. C. F. NIELSON: He would not have 
tc pay if this amendment was passed. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Of course he has. 
HoN. C. F. NIELSON: It was no good to 

induce anyone to spend money in the erection 
of a plant, and then come along and rate him. 
They should resume their plants before they 
compelled them to pay the general fee. 

Hon. B. FAHEY: Doe~ the hon. member. in 
his amendment, refer to a person who ha·s a 
watering plant now without a license? 

HoN. C. F. NIELSON: The other night 
they licensed everybody who had an existing 
plant for twenty-one years, or until it was 
resumed. So long as that clause stood they 
onght to follow it; but if that clause was not 
accepted this could go out too. To leave the 
clause they passed the other night without 
this would be inconsistent. Under the law 
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passed twenty-one years ago, they indetced 
certain persons to spend money, and theneby 
assured them that so long as they kept their 
works effectively operated they would not. be 
rated under a public scheme. He wanted that 
right maintained, and . especially sch~mea 
under the inducement whwh the Act provrr'ed, 
and he thought it was perfectly fair. 

HoN. W. H. CAMPBELL: The House had 
adopted the principle that the Crown should 
hold all the water in the State, whether It 
was in a dam, artesian well, or sub-artesian 
well as well as in rivers. They were placed 
und~r the water board, which had power to 
rate the land which was using that water. If 
a man had a pumping plant already, and was 
using that water, why should he not pay? 

Hon. C. F. NIELSON: Because the other 
people are getting the use of his plant. 

HoN. W. H. CAMPBELL: The hon. mem­
ber might ac; well say that he had a right to 
the artesian water. The Government were 
claiming the water. 

Hon. C. F. NIELSON: They do not claim the 
water ; they only claim the control of the 
water. 

HoN. W. H. CAMPBELL: If a man was 
growing sugar-cane or maize, and wanted to 
develop the returns from his crop, he put his 
irrigation plant down. If by putting an 
irrigation plant down he could ;:·et 20 tons of 
sugar to the acre, instead of 10 tons, he was 
doing the public a benefit. It was just the 
same in all other cases of irrigation. The 
water belonged to the whole of the public, 
and, therefore, he should pay the rates on the 
land tlH' same as other people. 

HoN. F. I. POWER could not quite nuder· 
stand the attitude of the Hon. :Mr. Camp­
bell. Supposing a man spent £50,000 in 
erecting an irrigation plant, t.hat plant might 
he of enormous value to the State in prc-

viding labour and adding to 
[9 p.m.] production. If a ...-a lor autho-

rity borrowed money, the land 
within the water area would be rated. The 
amendment would prutect the man who had 
erected his own plant; and he ought to be 
protected, because he would not want to 
use any of the water provided by the ,,,-orks 
of the water authority. It was not the water 
t'hat the rate was levied to pay for, but the 
irrigation works for which money had been 
borrm,·ed. 

l-IoN. P. MURPHY said that he had seen 
large irrigation works in California, and 
they were in precisely the same position as 
the Brisbane Waterworks. In Brisbane a 
man might have a tank in his backyard, and 
•that was the equivalent of the private irri­
gation plant; but the pc•ssession of that tank 
did not prevent the water board from levy­
ing a ratf' upon his land. Whether he used 
the water or not, he had to pay a rate. 
The irrigation authorities in !:alifornia 
carried their pipes to the boundary of a 
man's land, and he had tn put in the pipes 
'and drains himself, just as a man in Bris­
bane had to put the water pipes into his 
house. If a man had a private plant, it 
would still be useful to him. 

HoN. A. GIBSON thought the Hon. Mr. 
Murphv was wrong. His firm had spent 
£25,000 in putting in a plant to raise 
450,000 gallons of water per hour from a 
shaft sunk in the .bed of the Burnett River 
:to a height of 150 feet. They had donP that 
for their own advantage, but they had also 
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done it for the national advantage. Pro­
bably he would not have been there that 
evening if Mr. Mead, Mr. Henderson, and 
other gentlemen who understood something 
·about water had not had a look at that 
and other schemes in the State. After hav­
ing gone to such an expense, it would be 
very hard if his firm were -compelled to pay 
somecne else for putting a plant somewhere 
near their plant. Until a water authority 
was constituted for the Burnett River, his 

·firm should not be interfered with. 

Hon. IV. H. CA~fPBELL: You "·ill not be 
interfered with for twenty-one years. 

HoN. A. GIBSO::"i": There was nothing 
about twenty-one years in the Bill. The 
only provision in the Bill that dealt with the 
matter provided that he must apply ror a 
license within twelve months, whereas the 
owners of artesian bores were protected for 
ten year;. 

HaN. B. FAHEY: An amendment has been 
passed increasing tho time you will be pro­
tected against interference by the Govern­
ment from ten to twenty-one years. 

HaN. A. GIBSON: He had not been pre­
sent when the Bill was last under considera­
tion, and he did not know that any such 
amendment had been made. 

Hon. P. MURPHY: You will get !llore than 
•the value out of your plant in twenty-one 
years. 

HoN. B. FAHEY: It was very strange 
how circumsrancos altered case>. A few 
weeks back they had had the ftrongest de­
~ate that had ever taken place in that 
Chamber on a matter of equity. A certain 
section c'f the community educated their 
children relig-iously-~ 

The CHAIRMAN: I do not think the 
hon. member is in order in referring' to a 
previous debate. 

HoN. B. FAHEY: He wa; only referring 
to it to draw a parallel in answer to the 
Hon. Mr. Gibs:n's plea for consideration 
on tho ground of equity. Certain other 
section> of the community compelled by an 
Aot of Parliamen' those who educated at 
their own eo"t their own children to help to 
pay for the education of the children of 
other sectiQns of tho communit'' too. The 
hon. member supported that law, and yet 
he was now complaining that he had erected 
•an irrigation plant on the banks of the 
Burnett River, and Parliament was autho­
rising his neighbours tQ combine to erect 
another plant in the pub'lic interpst and to 
make tho hon. member contribute towa;·ds 
the ·cost of it. Was that net the identical 
principle which the hon. membe,· had advo­
cated so strongly himself ·in conn<ction with 
the Bill tQ which he had referred? He had 
some sympathy with ihe hon. member's posi­
tion, and he would be inclined to support 
him but for the fact that the Bill was in­
tended to apply to Queensland, and not the 
Burnett River onlv. He !mew a c:lse in 
which a man was "pumping water out of a 
watercQUrse which was supplied with water 
from •a bore, and that man was utilising that 
water without paying anything for it. If a 
water board were constituted in that district, 
under this amendment that man would 
€scape. The water in the Burnett River was 
as much the property Qf the Government 
as the water from that bore. He had no 
dQubt t-he hQn. member's personal interests 
were influencing him, but the principle 

might operate very viciously in other in­
stances throughQut the State if the amend­
ment should be accepted by the llou,e. 

HaN. C. F. NIELSON: With regard to the 
argument that every landholder in a city had 
to pay the rate levied to meet the cost of 
water supply, he would point out that when 
a water authority constructed a reservoir, 
and reticulated the streets with mains, every 
allotment which those mains passed was en­
hanced in value, and it wa.s therefore a 
proper thing that the owner should pay rates. 

Hon. P. MuRPHY: But there may be no 
enhancement in value. 

HoN. C. F. NIELSON: If the allotment 
was worth anything at all there would be 
more inducement to build a house on it, 'and, 
if there was a house on it already, the in­
surance premium on that house would drop 
25 per cent. or more. The fact that a man 
had a tank in his backyard did not affect 
the question, because that· tank might be re­
quired in any case. All he groposed by the 
amendment was that when a person received 
a license from the Minister, and erecte<l 
irrigation works for the irrigation of his own 
land, and maintained those works " in effec­
tive operation," he should be exempt from 
the water rate, and he cpnsidered that that 
was a very reasonable proposition. The 
amendment he submitted was taken word for 
word from the Irrigation Act of 1891, and 
he saw no reason for omitting it from the 
present Bill. 

HaN. A. A. DAVEY had every sympathy 
with the amendment. The object of the 
Bill, as he understood it, was to provide foo 
the conservation of water by placing all 
water under the control of the Government, 
whose duty it would be to see that water 
was effectively used, and not wasted. He 
did not see why a man who had made pro­
vi~ion for irrigating his own land, with the 
sanction of the Minister, should be com­
pelled to ass~st in paying for the cost of sup­
plying water to other people's land. It 
appeared to him that such a rate would be 
as inequitable as the present system of levy­
ing water rates on floor measurements which 
prevailed in Brisbane, and he would vote 
for the amendment. 

HaN. A. H. BARLOW: While he certainly 
sympathised with any one who had erected 
lar~·e irrigation works, he could not disguise 
from himself that in this matter they must 
be governed by principle. He had an un­
fenced allotment in Toowong, the water main 
passed that allotment, and he was charged 
water rat0s on the land, not because he 
wanted the water in case of fire Qr be"ause 
of the fact that the main passin[( the land 
enhanced its value, but because it was con­
sidered that every bit of ]and in the area 
should contribute towards the expense of 
putting down the mains. The same principle 
was applicable to the case under considera­
tion. 

HaN. B. FAHEY pointed out that not only 
had people in cities and towns to pay water 
rates, whether they used! the water or not, but 
they had also to pay a sanitary rate, even 
though they kept their own premises per­
fectly olean. Anyone erecting an irrigation 
plant did ,so purely in his own interest. and 

the would probably reap good 
[9.30 p.m.] profitable interest on his outlay, 

so that the fact that he> h:>d irri­
gation WQrks of his own was no reason for 
exempting him from the general water rate 
payable in his district. 

Hon. B. Fahey.] 
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Question-That the words proposed to be 
added (Mr. Nielson's amendment) be so added 
-put ; and the Committee divided:-

CONTENTS, 7. 
!Ion. A. A. Davey Hon. A. Norton 

, A. Gibson , F. I. Power 
, C. F. ~larks , ,V. 11. Taylor 
, C. F. Nielson 

Teller: Hon. 0. F. marks. 

N OT-COXTEXTS, 7. 
Hon. A. H. Barlow Hon. C. S. }leGhie 

W. H. Campbell , P. ~lurphy 
, A. J. Carter , T. Q'::,uillvan 
n B. Fahey 

1'elle•·: Hon. B. Fahey. 

The CHAIR!\iAN: The voting being equal, 
I vote with the "Contents." The question is 
resolved in the affirmative. 

Clause, as amended, put and passed. 
On clause 31-'' \Veils commenced before 

commencement of Act"-

HoN. F. I. POWER had an amendment to 
move, on behalf of the Hon. nlr. Brown, 
which he thought should receive favourable 
consideration. It seemed to him a very rea­
sonable amendment. Subclause (3) read-

This section shall not apply to any artesian 
well the construction whereof was commenced prior 
to the first day of October, one thousand nine 
hundred and ten. 

He proposed the insertion, after "com­
menced," of the words " or c-ontract for the 
construction whereof was entered into." 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL said the only 
objection he could see to thi' was that it 
would open the door to people who wanted 
to get the benefit of this clause saying that 
the contract had been entered into ; whereas, 
if it was necessary to get the benefit after the 
well should have been actually commenced, 
they knew exactly where they were. He 
thought the amendment would not be pru­
dent, and he would prefer to keep the chuse 
as it was. 

Amendment negatived. 
On clause 10-" \Ya<te o' water of artesian 

weUs"-
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL had an 

amendment, which was somewhat after the 
effect to which the l-Ion. :::\Ir. Plant had given 
notice. He moved the insertion, after "Act," 
on line 36, of " or the construction whereof 
was commenced prior to the first day of Octo­
ber, one thou,;and nine hund1ed and ten." 

AmPndment agreed to; and clause, as 
amended, put and pa-;sed. 

On clause 54-" Pollution of water in water­
courses and lakes"-

HoN. F. I. POWER: He sincerely trusted 
that in the important amendment he had to 
move in this clause he should have the sup­
port of the Council. There were many gold­
fields in Queensland, and Gympie in parti­
cular. They had a large creek running into 
the river, and also several small creeks run­
ning into the Mary River. On one creek 
there were four mills discharging their sludge 
-their sludge went into the watercourse it­
self. Lower down there was one of the 
biggest mills in the whole of Australia, with 
altogether 230 head of stampers, which were 
depositing their tailings on the low-lying 
gr<mnd, and these tailings and the sludge 
attached to them got away to the river in 
flood time, in spite of every attempt being 

[Han. F. I. Power. 

made to keep them there. If proceedings 
were taken under that clause, every mill on 
Gympie would be closed, and many thous­
ands of people were dependent upon those 
mills. He supposed' every hon .. member ex­
cept himself had received a c1rcular le~ter 
regarding the deposits of sludge Ill the nver 
at Gympie, but it was remarkable that, al­
though that sort of thing had been going on 
for forty years, nobody had ever attempted 
to initiate proceedings on the ground o£ 
damage sustained by riparia':' ow~ters or any- · 
bL:d•: l), :}. ~\ "'1 ·"·1do_··.~1::tn 1~1 ~-L; l' ·borough 
stated that he knew of 15 acres that were 
absolutelv destroyed bv sand, but when he 
(J,l1·. I)c; ,·('~-) wr'Jte tO hin1 on +~t<~ ~·Lhject 
the reply h'l got was that the alderman in 
question had found that there was not a 
word of truth in the allegation. Members 
of shire councils between Gympie and Ma~y­
borough had positively declined to furmsh 
particulars of caf'es m whiCh damage had 
been done. The municipal council of \}ym­
pie had had the matter brough~ before _1t on 
several occ~sions, but had declm~d to mter­
fcre, as it would mean the shuttmg up of a 
bif: industry. 

Hon. A. J. CARTER: Where does the stuff 
go to? 

HoN. F. I. POWER: Most of it went out 
to sea. Another char~:e that was ma~f' w~s that 
somP cattle were poisoned by cyamde m the 
water· but no sane man would keep an em­
ploye~ who allowedenough c~anide to escape 
to pois0n a lYlO~,quito. Fie lrn~d w_·ar.er . t.he 
river than the people who were grumblmg, 
and he •va.s i11 pc· it ton to "'·'Y thr,t +hC're V\ as 
no justification for the statements that we~e 
made in the circular referred to. He drd 
not know who was responsible for the extra­
ordinary production. but it contamed a 
number of statements that were o,bsurd, and 
it failed to prove any case of injury. The 
l.·:w. as I ,jrJ rlovvn in tl\~ ::\fining Act of 1898. 
should not 'be interfered with, and under ,that 
A('t n mi~lo·.' n..)r cou.1d n.Jt he ~)l'H'l-ll'kd 
unlP--·- inju1·y \vas prove-t 

Hon. \Y. F. TAYLOR: If the stream is not 
polluted, no injury can be done. 

Hox. F. I. POWER: It might cause an 
obstruction in the stream without doing an 
injury, but this clause. rendered. a man liable­
to a fine and to impnsonment 1f the stream 
were merely obstructed. He moved the in­
sertion, a-~'ter the \Y,trd '"sarr:c." in ~ine 57, 
of the 'mrds-

~othi:nr)' in this ~c\ct shall app1y to n.ny volafteld 
or- min-?-i~l field unless the war1en_ sittino.: as :.t 

warden's court shall dec:de t1-lt ti-e 1 ·vson so 
convC'yinr· snch sludge, mud, earth. gra':":;l, ;n other 
matt<2r likely to so pollute. obstruct, or ~nterfere 
with the same is causing da'lgi?T, i:njm·y, obF:truc­
tion, oT inconvenience to any highway or t0 any 
pul:Jlic or private interc:.t. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The object 
of clause 54 wa' to preserve watercourses 
from obstruction OT pollution. The Hon. Mr. 
Power had referred to certain rights granted 
under the Mining Act, but the amendment 
went rather too far, because it did not !m­
pose any restriction upon a person puttm;5 
anythino: he liked into a watercourse ugt1l 
somebody went to'-the warden and proved 
damage. He had consulte-! the ParE •men­
tan' Draft"·no.n. who ha-d drafted an -amend­
mcDt YrhjPh n1ight 1ncct the he '1. mPmbcr's 
wishes. The amendment read-

Provided that in any goldfield or mineral field 
fhe warden sitting in the warden's court may grant 
a permit for the deposit of sludge, tailings, cr 
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.other mining debris in such channels or water~ 
cours,,s as will, in his opinion, be the most con­
venient place for the disposal of the same. 

HoN. F. I. POWER was sorry to say the 
amendment did not meet the case. It was 
practically the same as the clause in the 
Bill. If t he warden would not grant a 
permit, the works would have to be shut 
down. If the Attorney-General would not 
accept the amendment he had proposed, he 
would withdraw it, and move it in another 
form. 

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
HoN. F. I. POWER moved the addition 

of the following amendment to the clause:-
The provisions of this section shall not apply to 

any watercourses within the boundary of any gold­
field nor affect any of the provisions of the }\.fining 
Act of 1898, or regulations thereunder, or any 
ruture Acts relating to goldfields. 

Amendment agreed to. 
Ciau3e, as amended. put and passed. 
The Council resumed ; and the CHAIRMAN 

reported the Bill with amendments. 

On the motion of the ATTORNEY­
G E?\ERAL, the Bill was recommitted for the 
purpose of reconsidering clauses 5 >tnd 6, new 
clause 10, clause 10 (now 11), and clause 12. 

RECOM11ITTAL. 
On clause 5-" Natural water vests in 

the Crown"-
The ATTO&"'\jEY-GE::'\ERAL: Certain 

auendments had been made in this clause 
which took away from the Crown the control 
of sul,terrane,n "ater supply,' and prevented 
the CTown from going on to river beds for 

the purpose of erecting weixs, 
[10 p.m.] dams, or other wn.terworks. It 

was undHirable t11at those provi­
sions should be retained, and he propoc ed to 
omit them, and restore the clause tc_, its 
original form. He moved that the following 
words, which had been omitted from the 
clause by the Committee, be xeinserted :-

And it is hereby declared that where a watercourse, 
whir+ is geneT ally ~dopted a f forming a bound-ary 
of -parcels _of land, Inters:>ets at any place n. parcel 
of land ahenated by the Crown, whether before or 
after tho commencement of this Act, the bed and 
Danks of such watercourse witb~n such last~men~ 
tioned parcel of land shn.II be dermecl to have 
remainf'd the property of the Crown and not to 
have pa;;-:ed with the land so alienated. 

Amendment agreed to. 

Th" A'l'TORNEY-GENERAL: Another 
amendment made to the clause was th,, addi­
tion of the following proviso :-

Provided that this Act shall not apply to the 
'Yater flowing from any spring until it has passed 
beyond the boundaries of the land belonging to the 
owne~ of the land whereon such spring exists; 
and 1t shall also not apply to any subterr>anean 
source of wahr c.,Upply from which the water does 
not flow naturally, but has to be raised by pump­
ing or other artificial means. 

Be proposed to allow the first part of the pro­
viso to remain, but to omit the words " and 
it shall also not apply to any subterranean 
source of water supply from which the water 
does not flow naturally, but has to be raised 
by pumping- or other artificial means." Since 
thPy had discus~ed that amendment he had 
looked up ::\Ir. Elwood Mead's raport, and he 
found that Mr. Mead pointed out that it was 
absolutely necessary that the Crown should: 
have control of subterranean water supply. 
The circumstances of Toowoomba showed that 
this was necessary, because there the town 

supply was obtained from "' subterranean 
source, and there were other places similarly 
situated. The point that the Hon. Mr. 'Thynne 
insisted upon when he moved the amendment 
was that there should be no interference 

, with a spring until it had passPd the boun­
daries of the land belons·ing to the pers :m on 
whose land the spring existed. He rrw,·ed 
the omission of the words he had quoted. 

Hmr. W. H. CAMPBELL: The point from 
which the Hon. Mr. Brown and the Han. Mr. 
Thynne fought in cocmection w;th this clause 
was that subterranean source·, of water supply, 
or rather sub-artesian water, should not be 
placed under the control of the Crown ; and 
if the amendment now proposed was adopted 
they would lose all they had gained by the 
amendment. 

Hox. A. NORTON was afraid that if the 
claus<' was amended as proposed it would then 
apply to all the wells in Toowoomba. A well 
had been sunk at Gal1binbar just in front of 
the house and water was raised from that 
well by windmilL Indeed, there were dozens 
of places in Toowoomba where the water 
supply was obtained from a well. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: There is not the 
slightest intention of interfe.ring with them. 

Hox. A. NORTON: If the Government <lid 
not intend to interfere with those •xells, it was 
all right, but they ou..:ht to have an assuraace 
to that effect. 

HoN. W. H. CA:\iPBELL thought it was 
unfair to proceed with such an important 
alteration in an amendment which had beRn 
carried by a large majority. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: C11rried in a thin 
Hom:e by a small majority. 

HoN. W. H. CA::\IPBELI,: The mover of 
the amendment, the Hon. cdr. Thynnc, and 
the Hon Mr. Brown, who supported it very 
stronC'lv were absent: and he thought the 
Atto;'ne~-General should not q;o on with his 
proposccl amendment that e; eninp-. If he did, 
he (C\Ir. Campbell) would fed inclined to call 
for a division. 

RoN. W. F. TAYLOR pointed out that it 
was unusual to propose to amend an ":mend­
ment which had been already passed m tl;e 
way proposed by the Attorney-General, and It 
was establishing a bad precedent. 

Hon. IV. H. CA::UPB>cLL: It was far better to 
allow it to go back to the Assembly, as it had 
to r;o back in any ca,se. 

RoN. W. F. TAYLOR.: It should not be 
-gone on with to-nic;ht, when so few meml;Jers 
~f the Committee were pr,esent. He cert:unly 
wou-ld not trv to form a auorum to accept this 
amendment.' -

HoN. A. NORTON said that this Wits prac­
tically undoing· work which was done the 
other night with the full concurrence of the 
House in Committee. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: If a divi­
sion was called for, he could not go on. 

HoN. A. J. CARTER said it seemed to Pim 
that this was an unnecessary obstruction, be­
cause there was a vast difference between an 
ordinary well that was sunk and a bore which 
was put down to strike a subterranean cavern. 
It was a g-reat pity if, through misconception, 
they could not come to some decision to-night. 
It was not likely that any Government would 
seek to interfere with a well put down by a 

llon. A. J. Carter.] 
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man fo~ his private use, any more than they 
would interfere with the proper use of that 
water. 

Hon. \V. H. CAMPBELL: \Vhy are they so 
anxious to keep it in the Bill, if they are not 
anxious to interfere with it? 

RoN. A. J. CARTER: Because the Attor­
ney-General had pointed out, as in the case 
of Toowoomba alone, th<oy would be quite 
unable to establish waterworks, because it 
would interfere with the water. 

RoN. A. NORTON said they had sunk for 
water at Toowoomba to 2GO ·feet deep, and 
they pumped the water up with wind>mills. 
They were to be prevented from going on 
with that because the water supply of Too­
woomba was not sufficient. 

The ATTORNEY-GEKERAL: So they should, if 
the water is not sufficient. · 

HoN. B. FAHEY said that, as the Hon. 
Mr. Campbell had said that if it was put to a 
vote he would call for a divrsion, they wore 
wasting time in going on. 

HoN. A. A. DAVEY hoped that the Hon. 
Mr. Campbell would not call for a. division, 
so that they might settle this matter. It was 
not likely, if W<' placed the control of these 
artesian wells under the State, the State 
would do anything that would interfere with 
the development of the country in the West, 
where they were spending £4,000,000 or 
£.5.000,000 to build railways. He hoped the 
Bill would be finished to-night. The Hon. 
Mr. Thynne knew the matt8r was to be 
brought on to-ni.<rht, and he should have been 
here if he was anxious about it. 

HoN. W. H. CAMPBELL: An important 
clause having been passed in a full House he 
did not think it was fair to those hon. ge~tle­
men who did not expect that it would come 
on this evening that this should be pa·ssed in 
a House in which there were not sufficient 
members to make a quorum. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAI" said he would 
not press it in view of the hon. member's 
statement. They had already dealt. with the 
clause where a watercourse intersected the 
land of a nrivate individual. The first p<;ra­
graph of clause 6 which originally read~ 

'Vhere a watercourse or lake forms the boundary 
wholh- or in part of a parcel of land alienated 
D~~ the. Crown before the rommenC'ement of this Art, 
{he bed and banks thereof shall be deemed to have 
~emained the property of the Crown, and not to 
have passed with the land so alienated-

had been struck ont, and he thought thev 
should restore it. becau·,, it was lo;t on t11e 
casting- vote of the Chairman. If hon. mem­
bers had no objection he would put that in, 
and postnone the question of the subterranean 
source of water. Th.PY could let the Bill go 
to the House as it wa~ now, and thev conld 
deal with it later on. With the permission 
of the Committee, he would withdraw his 
present amendment. 

The GHA TR:\T AN: Is it the nleasure of thfl 
Committee that the amendmPnt be withdrawn? 

Ho'\ODRABLE Th'lEMBERS: H''ar. hear! 
Amendment withdrawn accordingly. 

The ATTORNEY-GENEEAL then moved 
that the first paragraph of clause 6, which had 
previously been strnck out, be restored. 

HoN. W. F. TAYLOR said he had the same 
objection to it as he had stated on a previous 
occasion. 

[Han. A. J. Garter. 

RoN. A. NORTON objected to adopting a 
clause which took away a right which was 
stated as having heen given in connection with 
the nurchase of land. He did not intend to op­
pos~ the amendment, because he believed that 
as far as nossible a substitute was provided for 
i~ in the- new clause 8, which protected the 
nghh of the landowners. 

Amendment agreed to. 
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL said thnre 

was another con,equential amendment. The 
words-

In any such case, whether of land alienatea by 
the Crown before or after the commencement of this 
Act, Juch bed and banks shall be and remain the 
property of the Crown-

, in the 3r,d paragraph of clause 6 had been 
struck out, and must be restored to make the 
clause read properly. He therefore moved 
that the words be inserted. 

Amendment agreed to; and clause, as 
amended, put and pa6sed. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: As there 
appeared to be a feeling against going on 
with the Bill any further at present, he would 
not deal with the other clauses to deal with 
which he had asked to have the Bill recom­
mitted. He therefore moved that the Chair­
man leave the chair, and report the Bill with 
further amendments. 

Question put and passed. 
The Council resumed. The CHAIRMAN re­

ported the Bill with further amendments; 
and the report was adopted. 

T:rnRD READIXG. 
On the motion of the ATTORNEY-GENE­

RAL, the Bill was read a third time, passed, 
·and ordered to be returned t-o the Assewbly, 
by message in the usual form. 

MILES TOWARDS TAROOM RAILWAY. 
PLAKS RECEIVED FROM ASSE)1BLY. 

The PRESIDE:\fT announced the rece:pt 
of a message from The Assembly, forwarding, 
for the approval of the Council, the plan, 
section, ,and be ok of reference of the first 
section of this line t-o J uandah. 

REFERENCE TO SELECT Co:1DHTTEE. 
On the motion of HoN. A. H. BARLOW, 

the plan, sect.ion, and book of reference was 
referr,,.1 for inquiry and report to a Select 
Committee, consisting of the following mem­
bers :-Messrs. Clewett, Fahey, Murphy, 
Stevens, Barlow, and O'Sullivan. 

SPECIAL ADJOL'RNMENT. 
HoN. A. H. BARLOW: I beg to move­

Tnat the Council, at its rising, adjourn unt:l 
Tuesda:;: nox:t.. 

Question put and passed. 

ADJOURN::YIE:::\T. 
Hox. A. H. BARLOW: I beg to move­

That the Council do now adjourn. I thank 
the Hon. Mr. Power for not pressing on 
with the consideration of the Assembly's 
mc-;save on the Mines Regulati011 Bill. That 
will be the first business on Tuesday, ~nd 
then we shall take some of the railways. 

Question put and passed. 
The Council adjourned at twenty-five 

minutes to 11 o'clock. 




