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2786 Great Western [COUNCIL.] Railu·ay Bill. 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

\VEDNESDAY, 14 DECEMBER, 1910. 

The PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir Arthur Morgan) 
ctook the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

PAPER. 

The following paper, laid on the tab!<>, was 
ordered to be printed :-Regulations relating 
.to the Thursday Island Jetty. 

SELECT COC\E\IITTEE ON GA YND-4-.H TO 
MUNDUBBERA RAILWAY. 

ATTENDANCE OF :MEMBERS OF LEGISLATIVE 
ASSlll\!BLY. 

HaN. A. H. BARLOW: I beg leave to 
-move, without notice, that the following mes­
'sage be forwarded to the Legislative As­
sembly:-
Mr. Deputy Speaker,-

The Legislative Council having appointed a 
·select Committee on the proposed railway exten­
sion from Gayndah to Mundubbera, and that com­
nlittee being desirous to examine Edward Bernard 
·Cresset Corser, Esquire, member of the Legislative 
.Assembly, in reference thereto, request that the 
:Legislative Assembly will give leave to its E!aid 
member to attend and be examined by the said 
-committee, on such day and days as shall be 
arranged between him and the said committee. 

ARTHUR MoRGAN, President. 
Legislative Council Chamber, Brisbane, 14th 

December, 1910. 

The PRESIDENT: Is it the plcawre of th<> 
<Council that the motion be submitted without 
notice? 

HoNOURABLE 1\1Eli1BERS: Hear, hear ! 
Question put and passed. 
At a later stage of the sitting a reply was 

:received from the Le~:islativc A,,eemb!y, inti­
mating that leav0 had been given to illr. 
Corser to attend the Select Committee. 

A message was also sent to the Legislative 
Assembly asking permission for Mr. C. J. 
Booker, the junior member for 1\Iaryborough, 
to attend and give evidence. 

GREAT WESTERN RAILWAY BILL. 

·SECOND READING-RESUMPTION OF DEBATE. 

* HaN. F. T. BRENTNALL said: Further 
eonsideration of this Bill and further con­
sideration also of the speeches that were made 
in favour of and against it yesterday have led 
me to ask myself the question whether this is 
not mom or less a leap in the clark. I suppose 
that to say anything advm'se to a great project 
Jike this would seem something like disloyal£y 
to the interests of the State ; but there are. 
aspects of the qu<>stion which deserve very 
grave consideration. I think it has been 
rightly complained that within a few days. 
comparatively speakin!l'-at any rate within 
'less than ten days of the probable termination 
-of the session-we should have· introduced to 
·us a measure of such vast magnitude, with so 
1ittle information, and with such a small 
amount of detail about the project itself, that 
not one of us can come to anything morE' than 
a broad and general conclusion. 'V e might 
not be able, had we the plans and specifir n­
tions before us, to study them very closely; 
but it is contrary to the traditions and the 

[Han. A. H. Barlow. 

usages of this House to pass rail ways of any 
kind without that precaution. \Ve have our 
Standing Orders, which, I presume, were drawn 
up deliberately by those responsible for them, 
and they have been the rule of guidance for 
this Council for many years; and, in connec­
tion with one of the largest projects ever 
brought before the Council, to ignore those 
Standing Orders seems to me an imprudent 
proceeding. I think the Standing Orders are 
entitled to a little more respect than that. We 
have no plans. \V e shall not see any plans. 
\V e are asked by this Bill to hand over the com­
plete authority and responsibility of the plans 
and specifications to the Commissioner for Rail­
'Nays By clause 2, " The Commissione1~ Is 
hereby authorised and directed to prepare tne 
plans and thereupon forthwith proceed with 
the construction of the said railway." I like 
a man who knows l1is own mind. I like a 
man who has public spirit, and a man who is 
expeditious in his methods of carrying out big 
projects which are manifestly for the good of 
the country: but to hand over the functions 
of Parliament in this summary way, and in 
connection with a project of this kind, to any 
official of the Raiiway Department or of any 
other department is injudicious. Vie are 
simply handing over our own duties and our 
own responsibilities in connection with this 
subject to the Commis,ioner for Railways to 
do as he pleases, when he pleases, and ac­
cording to his own judgment. I need not add 
anvthing to the eulogies passed yesterday 
upon the Commissioner for Railway;;. I yield 
to none in my respect for that gentleman; 
and I have had him under my very close ob­
servation, because I have b<>en l•rought into 
rather close con tact with him on two or three 
occasions since he came to Queensland. \Vhen 
he left this State and went to Kew South 
\Vales, I did my best to induce the Rccretary 
for Railways at the time to get him back, 
and I rep:arcl it as one of the best things I 
did in connedion with public affairs that at 
last the Minister yielded-I do not say to my 
entreaties, but to a !art e extent on his own 
judgment. It may be possible that I had some 
little influence in the matter, hut at any rate 
that was my advocacy, and I was very pleased 
that at last J\Ir. Thallon was invited to return 
to Queensland to take up a posj.tion in con­
nection with our railways. He hfts jvstified 
everything that was donr> for him and for 
this State in connection with his re-appoint­
ment clown to the present time. I yield to no 
man in my admiration for Mr. Thallon. I 
believe him to be not only a capable but a 
thoroughly conscientious Commissione.r. But 
I do object-I am not goirm to protest very 
much, but I do object to Parliament being 
asked in the last fortnight of the session en­
tirely to hand over such an important matter 
as this to any official whatever. That is really 
what we are asked to do. It was observea 
by the Hon. Mr. Brown yesterday that tne 
plans, however objectionable they may prove 
to be, will be entirely unalterable so far as 
Parliament is concerned. Absolute authority 
is to be given to the Commissioner to prepare 
the plans and to proceed forthwith with the 
construction of the railway. 

Hon. A. A. DAVEY: Parliament has got to 
provide the money. 

RoN. F. T. BRENTNALL: I think we all 
know that, and I think we also know what 
that is worth, after the experience of a good 
many years. You bring before Parliament at 
the end of the sessions your Loan Estimates, at 
a time when you are all tired and want to 
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get away for vour holidays, and of course 
they go through. That has been done, and 
in all probability it will be done agam. 

Hon. B. B. MORETON: They are always 
doing it. 

HoN. F. T. DRENTNALL: I have had 
occasion before to complain about very im­
portant matters being brought here to be con· 
sidered at the tail-end of the session. We 
not only have this railway and the North 
Coast Railway to consider, but the plans of 
four other railways have been laid on the 
table, and the plans of three more are coming; 
so that, if we had nothing else to do during 
the remainder of the session than to deal with 
those railways, they would occupy every 
moment of our time. I have not yet been 
able to find, from any authoritative source, a 
justification for the project itself so far as its 
immediate urgency is concerned. I agree with 
bon. members, as a whole, that the project 
is a large one, a very important one, and one 
filled with a potency for the future welfare of 
this State; but it is one of those projects that, 
as we were reminded yesterday by the Pre· 
sident-whom I think we were all pleased. to 
hear on the subject-I am quite sure I was 
very pleased to hear him, as I like to hear a 
man speak on a subject upon which he is 
competent to speal;, even though I may not 
on every point concur with him-we were t?ld 
by the President that this was a matter whiCh 
should be entered upon deliberately. \Vith 
that I am in perfect accord, and it is impos­
sible to enter upon it deliberately now. If It 
goes through at all, it must go through with 
some\,hat of a rush. It must go through 
without the consideration which it ought to 
have, and, as I say, I do not know 
where the justification for it comes from. 
If there be justification for it, it should have 
been presented to us when the Bill was 

"presented for its second reading. Possibly, 
had there been no special means of interrupt· 
ing information and speeches in another 
place we should have known a little more 
than' we do at the present time, but that 
method of suppressing speech does exist, 
and so, when the Premier of the State 
seemed to be in the full ,swing of giving 
information, he was stopped, and we have 
not that information. Such information 
might, I think, have been fairly and justly 
given to this CounCil, and through this 
Council to the country, when this Bill was 
introduced for its second reading. I think 
the Minister should have discharged that 
duty to the country in introducing a project 
of this nature and of this magnitude, by 
giving all the information that the country 
requires. In the report of Mr. Amos I fail 
to ·find any justification for the haste which 
there is over this project. I fail to find any 
justification for the project itself, so far as 
he is concerned. His report may be an 
official and technical report, such as he was 
authorised to make and supply, but what 
abont an opinion as to the immediate pro· 
bab'ility of this Western Railway paying? 
With regard to that point, Mr. Amos says-

Will the line pay ?-Not by revenue receivea by 
tl1e Railway Department from freights and passen­
gers-at any rate, for many years to come; but 
indirectly it 2hould pay the State handsomely, pro­
}.n.1Jly on one item alone-viz., shifting stock from 
one district to another in dry seasons-without 

i:aking into consideration any extra traffic should 
fhe line become a transcontinental one. 

I hope the apprehension about a dry season 

is a remote apprehension, as the traffic by 
the transcontinental railway is also probably a 
remote anticipation. That is nearly all I 
can find in that report. to j us~ify the . passage 
of this measnre at thrs partwular trme. A 

.good many people in this State have been 
wantin"' for a long time some manifestation 
of a large, comprehensive, and intelligent 
statesmanship, and they believe they have got 
it now, and I am not disinclined to agree 
with them on that point. This is undoubtedly 
one of the most public spirited and one of 
the boldest enterprises that we have had 
nuder consideration for a long time past. 
References were made yesterday by three or 
four .speakers to a previous project for a 
line across the back country to connect the 
South with the North of Queensland-the pro­
ject of the late i::lir Thomas Mcilwraith. There 
can be no comparison between the two. A 
great many people have expressed, in my 
hearing, their regret that Sir Thomas 
1\Icilwraith's scheme was not carried out. I 
opposed that project, and I am not sorry 
that I did: oppose it. I do not think it would 
have been any benefit to this country to 
have now an alternate 10,000 acres section 
of the valauable land through which that 
railway would have passed for many miles, 
owned by private individuals. and the State, 
perhaps, responsible all the time for manifold 
expen3es in connection with the railway. If 
we make such a railway we should have the 
land. If the anticipation of the Hon. Mr. 
Gray is realised, that our "\V estern lands will 
increase in valu.e year by year through the 
construction of this propoc,ed railway until 
they become an asset of almost incalculable 
value, then we shall have gained by the con­
struction of this w-called tranF~·ontinental 
railway. But I do not think there is any 
certain basis of judging the ratio of future 
prosperity. If somebody would only guar· 
ante" to us that for the next ten years we 
shall have such seasons as we have had 
during the last five or six years, the ratio 
of prosperity might be forecast with some 
certainty. But we have no such guarantee. 
The cycle of magnificent seasons may ter­
minate any day. \Ve have had lessons in 
the past which should not be forgotten-not 
only in the deprivation of work and the 
arrest of industry, but in positive losseg, and 
in the country goipg backward and back­
ward; a great many people. going backward 
to inevitable ruin. We have had! that ex­
perience within the last fifteen years, and 
nobody can say that we shall not have it 
again, so that we cannot calculate on a 
continuance of such ooasons as we have been 
enjoying lately. The Hon. Mr. Gray is 
sanguine enough to hope that the interest on 
our loans, and the repayment of those loans, 
will be guaranteed by the increasing value of 
the land brought about ·by the construction 
of this railway. But I would remind that 
hon. gentleman and others that, if the land 
does slowlv but steadily increase in value, 
we have e;,tered en a cycle of another kind 
-that is, a cycle of increasing expenditure 
a,nd increasing obligations. Increasing obli­
gations are being put on the people by the 
State Government. and increasing burdens 
are being imposed and will be enforced by 
the Federal Parliament npon the occupants 
of our country lands, which will, perhaps, 
make some of them hesitate a little bit about 
paying increased prices for those lands. 
That is a matter for experience to decide. 
None of us can say how the imposition of 
those increasing burdens will eventuate, but 

Hon. F. T. Brentnall.] 
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we may assume that wherever there is land 
which is subject to the Federal land tax, 
that land tax will be enforced, and that 
where the Federal land tax is not in force, 
if we continue under the same method of 
legislation as we are now pursuing, a land 
tax on lower valuations will be enforced by 
the State Government, or by the local autho­
rities. If· the Federal land tax is going to 
apply to the land in the four sections which 
are defined as benefited areas in connection 
.vith this railway, that will be a matter for 
the serious consideration by occupiers of 
land in those districts. There may nob be 
in some of those districts a very large 
amount of freehold land upon which a tax 
can be levied, but where there is land upon 
which it can be levied we may be sure that 
the tax will be enforced. Why have we not 
had some information about this matter 
given to the House'/ Why has not the 
country had these facts laid fully and clearly 
before it? It may be a question whether, 
with the accumulation of financial burdens 
on the owners or occupiers of those lands, it 
may not be by and by hardly worth while 
owning or holding the lands. We can in­
dulge in as mueh optimistic feeling as we 
think fit with regard to the future clevelop­
mBnt of this \V e.stern country, but it is no 
use taking a leap in the clark in the con­
struction of a railway like this, and attempt­
ing to clie.g-uise from ourselves the inevitable 
financial respon,;ibility m connection with 
such a project. It is only about sixteen 
years since the Hon. Yir. Kiclston uttered 
that weird prophetic wail which we had read 
to us yesterday afternoon about the impend­
ing bankruptcy of all Australia, and about 
the certain-not probable-repudiation of some 
of our public debts. Now we have the same 
gentleman filling the role of the darin,cr 
speculator, with the country's credit behind 
him. I g-ive all honour to any man who 
changes his opinions about things when cir­
cumstances convince him that he ought to 
change his opinions, and I give all honour 
to any man who, when he has turned round 
from one set of opinions or politieal views or 
political principle-if he rPally is convinced 
that he was 'vrong in his previous opinions, 
views, or princi;::>lu. I do not think mea.nly 
of any man who changes his opinion under 
conviction. There has been a !Ircat. deal of 
change in the circumstances of this State dur­
ing the last sixteen yeal3, or such a pro'j ect as 
this would never have been brought forward, 

Hon. G. IV. GR.\Y: Those changes are 
sufficient justification for this project. 

lioN. F. T. BRENTNALL: If they are a 
snfficient justification for the Hon. Mr. 
Kiclston changing his attitude and conviction 
with regard to this matter, I say all honou.r 
to him for doing oo. The Hon. Mr. Kiclston 
is a man of strong common sense and of 
clear cagacity, and the incalculable changes 
which ha.ve taken place in the condition of 
Australia durin;;:; the last sixteen years may 
have convinced him that things are not 
going back again to what they were ,sixteen 
years ago. A wise man_ however, will, as 
far as po~sible, avoid extremes. I believe the 
present Premier of Queensland was at one 
extrem<c-the extreme of pessimism-when he 
uttered those words which were read to us 
yesterday afternoon, and I am really a little 
bit· doubtful whether he has not now got to 
the other extreme of optimism-whether he 
ha7. not gone from th0 lo·v 0xtr0me to the 

f !!nn. F. T. Brentnall. 

high extreme. He may have been injudicious· 
when he uttered. those remarks of sixteen 
years ago ; he certainly was not a prophet. 
He is a living example of the fact that a 
wise man who prophesies will make sure of 
his facts when he makes a prophecy. The 
project before us will involve the expendi­
ture of a large amount of money, and I 
think it is only proper that we should recog· 
nise the financial position it will place us in 
before we commit ourselves to an enlarge­
ment of the public debt. The debts falling 
clue during the next few years are as 
follow :-On 1st July, 19.13. £1,465,500; and. 
on the 1st July, 1915, seven loans, totalling 
£11,728,800. The total of our loan liabilities 
falling clue in the two years 1913 and 1915 is 
£13,194,300. I am not quite sure whether I 
have not myself listened to the present Pre· 
mier talking about those liabilities-if I have­
not listened to him, I have certainly read 
his. remarks in Hansard and elsewhere-and 
he has time after time denounced any pro· 
posal to incur further liability of that sort, 
becnnse he thought the country was over· 
whelmed with debt and difficulty. I believe· 
he was perfectly honest when he said 
that he thought that by and by the country 

would be bankrupt, and we should 
[4 p.m.] have to repudiate our liabilities. 

Evidently he thinks differently 
now, because, in addition to the £13,194,0-QO 
which will have to be met in fve years, he 
proposes an expenditure which will increase 
that indebtedness to over £21,000,000. It is 
no use anybody thinking- for a moment that 
the debt will not be increased. It will be· 
increased because the,e liabilities will not be 
paid off until they mature, and most of them 
wili not mature until 1915. Th0n, as we were 
told yesterday, the inte!·E-st on th<> cost of 
these railwayo "'ill amount to £280,COO a. yea.r. 
I confess very candidly that I should like to 
have been told whether there is a reasonable 
prospect, if not an actual understanding ramo 
to, with re!!ard to the renewal- of the ·loans 
that will be falling due in 1913 and 1915. 
Before the country is >sked to commit iteelt 
to this expenditure, it should be informed if 
there is such an urrdcrstanclinp:, and before vre 
are asked to vote upon a mea,urc of this 
kind we should be told whether the Premier 
has r<.:asonable and sati'1factorv informa.tion­
po,itive enough to convince l1im that he can 
de-pend upon it-that thc'e loans will be re­
newed "·hen thcv fall due. If not, then I ael:: 
hon. members to" look the whole financial posi­
tion squarely in the face. If he has not such 
an nncl<>rstanding and no such prospect, why 
is he taking this high-flying aeronautic f!igTit 
into the air witl1 a project lite this ,. ith no 
certain prospect of paying th~ debts of the 
countrv? Is it fame that he se0ks, as it is with 
son1e Of the c aeronauts? Is i1~ f~!.me, or js he 
runnin ;· the risk of a political death? I think 
we shoulcl have somethin<r cerbin on these 
noints. The public debt 'at the end of last 
year was £J ,,2(H,467, and the interest charge 
was £1,631,381. If £S.000.0{)0 arc ~"dded. we 
shall be under a debt of £52,0()0,000. and we 
shall be under an annual interest charge of 
nearly £2 .. 000,000. I have referred to these 
Points mainly to show that in my judgment it 
is an unfair thing to ask .Parliament at this 
late sta'!e of the sess;on to sit down and de­
liberate for a few short hours upop a mag· 
nificent project like this. Whv, some hon. 
members wanted to go to a vote yesterday. 
I admire the man who has the brain to con­
ceive such a proiect, and thn moral courage to 
bring it forward, and I believe that, if it be 
e1.rrierl out. 'vltl1 proper car0 and proper de-
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~liberation, it will Le for the benefit of the 
country; but what I plead is that there shall 
be no undu<:l haste. There ought to l::e no 
such expedition as to imperil a project of this 
kind. I do not oppose it. I am not here to 
oppose it, or to express disapproval of the 
project itccel£, but to c~,ly that l am not ful!v 
convinced that it is the p-oper time to Lring 
it forward, and that v. c should not be ex­
pected, with the small amount of information 
we have in our possession, to pass it at the 
dictation of the Government. 
* Ho;>;. A. NOR,TON: I begin my remarks by 
saying that, in spite of all that has been :-aid 
by way of disparagement, I b"Iievc thi: is the 
most masterful railway policy that has been 
submitted in this Hou:->• for many years. I 
believe it is the moot mastcrf•cl ra-ilway policy 
that has ever been subrnitted in this Stat-e, 
and, because I believe that, I intend to do 
my utmost in support of it. In saying that, l 
admit that there is a vm-y r:reat deal in the 
arguments which have br,en used from what I 

·tl_link is rather a pes,imistic vievY-perhaps I 
am wrong in saying so-but. at any rate, from 
a point of view v:hich does not encourage· 
immediate action being taken. In what I 
have to say-althour;h I shall have to refer 
to the financial qtw~-tion in an indirect. wav­
I do not intend to deal >"ith masses of fi .. nres, 
as is usual in cac--es of this kinrl. In connec­
tion with financial argument, there is some­
thin!! which ah.·ays rPrninds m0 of that ex~ 
pression of Dickens's, " Dry~as~dust." They 
always remind me of wha~ I think I read in 
l\Ia.: aulay's ''-History of England" in n::.fer­
ence to the Bank of England. \Yhen that 
bank was still young there wac• a sort of 
pe•,sin1istic view propounded about it. It was 
going to ruin the country. It v,'ds ~'oing to 
lead to disaster of nll kinds. \';ell, what has 
happened? It has been the ve' v bolster of 
tho financial ail'airs of England. it has helped 
them in everv possiblE· wav. and I believe it 
will ah·ays c'Ontinne to do· so. I hope hon. 
members will forgive me if I refer as briefly 
as I can to some of 1ny past experiences in 
this State and in New South \YalPs. It is a 
Ion~ while since I bc>~an mv exnerie-necs in 
that State. Before r''camr· -to Q~le{)nslanrl I 
1vas a Dumber of ve-arF, "on. mv o\vn" in Kew 
South \Vale·', ancfthe time I spent there r;·ivc' 
me a good deal of e-cperience not onlY of the 
droug-lits-of which we hav<:l heard so much, 
and of which we s]mll alwavs hear a QTeat 
deal-but I also gained a good deal ~f ex· 
perience of the results Y,hich follow from 
droughts. After living in the New En)Iland 
district for several Yf'ars, after I left school, 
I went to Sydney with the view of learning 
a little more of what Australia was like, and 
of the conditions in connection with pastoral 
pursuits. To do that I left the place where 
many of my friends were seHled, and where 
they have done ver.'· well. They have not 
learned Yer,y much of Auetralia as a whole, 
but they hav,e made monev; that was 
their object, and thBy were quite right in 
stickinl!' to it. I did not care so much for 
that. I wanted to know something of the 
country in which I ''as born, and of the bush 
life that I loved. \Yhen I wns in Sydney I 
met a friend who said to me, " I am just 
going to take 2,COn head of cattle from the 
Clarence River over to Victoria. 'Will you 
come with me?" After talking it ov<:lr, I 
·decided to go with him. I went up to Grafton, 
and waited on the station from which the 
·cattle 'Yere to be taken until he carne. Durin!\' 
the first part of the trip the country was goo<1. 
When we got to Liverpool Plains it be.u:an to 
get rather dry. \'>'hen we got to Dubbo it 

had got very much drier. Y\~hen we got to 
the Lachlan R,iver the grass was just sprin·o­
ing up, and there was a ten.utiful green svntrd, 
but it was far bo short. Horces could get a 
nibble at it, but an old cow could scarcely 
touch it. The reason for that was that a 
drought had passed over that portion of the 
country, and every blade of grass had per­
ished. All along the river banks the swamp 
oaks had been cut for feed for the horses by the 
drovers going down the river. Th0se droyers 
lost thousand:, of cattle and sheep. I benefited 
by not ·coming until aiter the rein. Although 
the river banks may belong to the Crown, I 
was allowed to travel at my lc-i,o:re. 1 could 
shift my camp a mile and a half or t···· o miles 
and let the hall-starved animais regain their 
str<:lngth. In that ., ay I travelled quietly 
down th<:l river for :>.CO mile<, and by the time 
I ieft it the grass on the river banks and back 
from the river resembled a field of oats; but, 
owing to the drought, iDst:ea,d of taking four 
months for the trip, from the day we started 
until the day we delivered the cattle "as 
exactly eight month;. "~e lest a'>out one­
third of our cattle, but other" lost more than 
one-half. One lot of 3,000 c,•ttle that started 
from Franklyn Vale, in this State, when they 
readJ<:ld Hay, on the J\Iurrumbidc,ee, num· 
bere·d only 1,2,.!0, and ail of their working 
bullock,, and horses had died. At that time 
I pasoed through the country, it wa. not worth 
picking up, but v;h,: n ~ J vi'3it~~d it after\vards, 
I found the carrying capacity had increased 
more than fourfold, despite the depro iation 
due to the drought, and the value of the land 
had largdy increased. I had a s0coml trip 
do1v:n there, and I s;nv the rescJlt of the iin­
provement'l ,,·hich had been made in the in­
terval. I after\vards arranged 1-vith a friend 
of n1ine to .u:o from Syc~ney out to a station 
on the Darling River. I had to ride over 
600 miles, and 'acter pc'· ir g Dubbo, the great 
portica of the conntry was droug4_t­
stric:k(-Hl n,nd \\·as still ~ufferina: flo1n the 
results of the drought fron1 ,,,hich it was 
s_u:ffcrin \vhcn I 1nade 1nv fir.:::'t triD. 
On the J)arling River .itself there ,.-as VCl:Y 

little gra'-s. I follo1vcd it down for ''-Olne 
distance, and lived in that country for a 
good while'. IYhile I wa, there there were 
thunder torm~, but they did no g·ood to the 
~country, bccau·--( the gronnJ ·v;~_s so porous. 
On the sancl~T ridges near tho r1vcr the water 
sank in and left tho stu·fa:..c quite dry; and 
further bac ~{ the ,,·ater sank into the porous 
soil~ so that. in the n1orning the surface was 
:1.-s drv a.-; if thc:·e had been no r:•in at all. 
I war!ted to take up coumr;.-, anJ I had the 
opportunity of taking up that nuntry, but 
I >'ould not haYe taken it up if it had !wen 
given to n1c. .A great portion of the Darling 
RivL)r country \Vas at that tilno unoccupied, 
simplv because it had the repute of being dry, 
broke"n country. The late ::\Ir. T'yson and a 
few others had enough foresi o:ht to realise 
the value of the n:mntry, and tl->~ey drove th<:lir 
cattle d'own to Swan Hill, where thPy sold 
them as fats . When it was recognised that 
H1cy were making a success of their enterprise, 
other persons took up portions of the country. 
At that time onlv one man was settled on 
the Lower \Varrego, about 30 or 40 miles 
from Burke; and I hope t,hat he did well. 
Before I was there a firm named Capp and 
Loder took up a piece of cnuntry; on which 
they scartnd with 600 head of c:tttJe. Before 
the drought was over the whole of those 
cattle disappearPd, and nobody knew where 
they had got to. After I had left there, 
and as I wag coming to Queensland, I saw an 

Han. A. Norton.j 
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old newspaper in which there appeared a 
report of an expedition into that part of the 
country whe:e the cattle had been lost. From 
that report It appeared that the explorers, in 
gomg over some swampy country which was 
absolutely unoccupied, came acro~s tracks of 
~~ttk. which they follow.ed for a few days, 
when they came up With the cattle and 
found that some of them bore the bran:ls of 
Capp and Loder. You could ride across 
tha.t country for 30 or 40 miles without 
seemg a tree, except on the horizon, and ihe 
ground 1-vas then so soft that if a native ~-loo· 
w~nt ov~· it you could follow his track fo~ 
mrlcs. l he rea~on for that ;vas that +;he 
surface .of the soil W>:-S covered with decayed 
vegetation, so that It was quite unsuitd:Jle 
for stock. But by degrees, as the country be· 
camT stockerl, tl:e soil hardened, and tLu 
resu.t was that I_nsteacl. of carrying a few 
thousand cattle It earned ten times that 
number. Tf'e value of the count;--; with 
stock . was mcreased ten or twentv· times 
and m many cases one hundreclfo.ld and 
num~ers of men have sine~ taken up that 
councry and madE! fortunes from its use. 
There were no railways there at the tfme 
o.r the country wou,ld, I believe, have bee~ 
taken up and occupied at an earlier period. 
'Yhen I can:~ to Queensland I found that 
similar conditiOns existed here. I saw the 
e,ffects of the drought on various portions of 
~ne, country, and observed that much of the 

'!-CK country was unoccnpied. I took up a . 
pece of country which had no stock at all on 
Jt except so':lle which had straved there from 
another station. The back country was so dry 
that exactly ~he same thing happened there 
~~ fappened. m the districts of New South 

. a es of whwh ~have spoken. Yet the value 
of those runs m both States has increased 
here than twentyfold since that time M 

avG been found by which water. c~neabl~ 
b~o_ught to the st:rface on many of the runs 
~-hichT;~erc P,r:eviously considered dry coun· 
ry. ':e finamg _of artesian water was n~t 

an unmix_ecl good m ·~ll cases. Before subter· 
ranea~h water w:as discovered there the per· 
~ons '·fi o occt~pied the country were obli<red 
o ·con me then stock chiefly to parts of the 
co~ntry w~ere they could reach water with. 
ou any difficulty, and when rain fell they 
removed them to other places where there 
wa~ plbnty of grass. But when they obtained Wt ~h Y means of artesian bores the whole 
~h .e yountry was fully occupied, with 

e resu t that when drought came thGir 
losses .were very heavy, as they had no lace 
to which they co1;1ld rem.ove their stock.p Do 
bon. nhmbers thmk thmr Tosses would have 
teen ttde same if a railway had been con. 

s rue e cut there? I say no Had 
had such a railway as that ~o·w ' we 
when the last drought visited the p:ootf.~tsred 
We hhoulcl have saved thousands of stock' 
a~ t ;e! could have been brought into 'othe; 
distr.c,.s where there was plent. f 
I k · h ' o gras" bl?ea. Wit a practical knowl~dge of th~ 
su Jecti· as one who has had to suffer in thi~ 
donne~ciOn. I was almost ruined by th. 

rou15dht bec.ause. I did n<Yt know how .~ 
pron e ,ag·amst It. I did not howeve" ;o 
rnder, anffd after the drought' was ove~.' the 
osseiJ su ered ·were, in a large m .... 1 ~ 

~h~~~~kt~~/hr by t~e high prices p:iJu£~; 
. ' .c. remamed. If we are g·oin 

to carry <;mt this masterful project of railwa~ 
constr~ctwn, we sli.all not onl.v provide means 
by wluch s.toc:{ can be brought from the f.ar 
Western distncts of the State to the coastal 
lands, but we shall assist in settling people 

[Han. A. Norton. 

aut in that part of the State, and we shall 
secure the occupation of country which has. 
been considered of little value because of 
the losses suffered there during the drought. 
\Yith railway communicat.ion and a good 
water supply much of that country will be­
occupied and stocked. \Ve have still to learn 
how to provide fodder for stock when the 
grass perishes. If the pastoralists had 
learned that lesson in the past, many thou­
sands of stock would have been saved. Hon. 
gentlemen who have been in the vv-estern 
country will have noticed that in many 
places stock have been kept alive with mulga. 
I have noticed that in Queensland and in 
several places in New South \Vales sheep. 
can also subsis~ on pig's face-the botanical 
name of which is Jlesembryanthemu~whioh 
grows freely in our own gardens. It also 
grows well in sandy country, and I have 
seen it groV\ ing near the Condamine River. 
It is a good feel in time of drought, as it 
supplies liquid as well as food. If stock 
got plenty of pig's face they can do without 
water for weeks at a ,time. It is well known 
that sheep can do without water for a c0n· 
siderable period in dry times. I remember 
one station·owner 1in New South \'\-ale> tell­
ing me that he had sent sheep into the back 
country away from water, and after they 
had been brought in after being out there 
from six to eight weeks they had not suffered 
any harm. \Ve have yet to learn what 
sheep can endure and what we can do for 
them. I feel sure that we have amongst our 
native plants many which will sustain animal 
life and which will stand removal, and they 
may be cultivated in parts of the country 
where feed becomes scarce during a dry 
season. The bottle·trGe will keep a number 
of beasts alive without W'Lter and without 
any other feed for a considerable time, and 
there are many other plants equally valuable. 
If we had· a number of settlers in the 'Nest· 
ern district, and they proved that the feed­
ing of sheep in a dry time was successful, 
then their success would be an incentive to 
other people to follow their example. If 
this proposed line is built through the back 
country, then settlers in that portion of the­
State will be able to remove their stock to 
any part of the country to which they may 
want to remove them when feed is scarce or 
the drought is threatening. Ron. gentlemen 
have talked a good deal about the insuffi­
cient details in connection with this scheme 
being supplied to the House. I wonder 
what details were supplied of the scheme 
proposed by Sir Thomas Mci!wraith for 
building a railway out to the West or 
to the sehing sun. Very few details were­
supplied in connection with that project. 
All we knew at that time was that the 
line was going into very fertile country. 
Yet it was recognised that the scheme was a 
sound one. There are many who opposed it 

strongly who have since told me 
[4.30p.m.] that the:v had made a mistake, 

and that; if the scheme had been 
carried out, they believed Queensland would 
have been much more populous than she is 
at the prr•sent time. I relieve that is so. 
But there were faults about that proposal to 
which I need hardly refer. Hon. members 
who have studied the question know what 
those faults were, and some of them wereo 
pointed out at the time by Sir Sam tiel Griffith. 
Notwithstanding that. there was a hope that 
before many years passed the scheme would 
be adopted; and, if it had been adopted, pos­
sibly the benefits would have been very marked. 
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But to build that line we should have had to 
give away large tracts of country. It is true 
that the condition was attached to the grants 
that the land should be occupied in a certain 
number of years. But, under this scheme, the 
country will be occupied without having to 
give away large tracts of country. ·when I 
think of all the drought-stricken country with 
which I have been associated and of the 
droughts of which· I have heard and read­
which have ruined some, while others have 
pulled through-the conclusion I arrive at is 
that, with the knowledge we have since ac­
quired, not 10 per cent. of those who failed 
would fail at the present time. If that is so, 
why should we take a pessimistic view of the 
financial aspect of the question? If it can be 
shown, with anything like reason, that tne 
country is going to be settled if this scheme 
is carried out; if it can be shown that the 
inducements that are held out will lead to a 
large number of men settling in that country 
with <every probability of thriving there, is 
there any likelihood of danger in regard to 
financ"''? People know that in th.e vVestern 
country, which was considered bad, numbers 
of men have already ,settled. I hate all these 
references to finance, because they always 
bring us to the contention that drought is in­
surmountable. It is not insurmountable, if 
we follm\• the advice given by scientists who 
have studied the subject. vYe should en­
deavour to store water, a,'' it may be stored 
even in that cla"s of country; and, if that i,s 
done, them is V<'ry little risk of men who 
have any practical experience not being able 
to bring their settlement to a successful issue. 
I want to see that done. I want to see settle­
ment taken away from the coast, where, as 
compared with th<' \Vestern country, settle­
ment is unprofitable. because in the, vv'estern 
country they can run sheep far better than 
they can run cattle, and far better than they 
<'an run sheep on the coast. They can grow 
the very best wool there, and in a fair season, 
if they manage their business with anything 
like prudence, they can obtain a very much 
larger profit than can bE' made in the coastal 
districts. That was proved when the country 
was taken up, and again at the closE' of Hie 
drouf<ht which began in 1883. It was then 
thought that the country had almost perish<>d, 
but when the rain came there was such an im­
provement in the condition of the countrv 
that, instead of having a lamloing of 80 r.er 
cent., in many instances they got over 1CO 
per cent. 

Hon. P. MURPHY: They got a rest. 

HoN. A. ::'~ORTON: The country sot the 
rest it needed. The country needs a rest, and 
ordinarily it p:pts that rest in t,he v·intAr; 
and, when the country has had v, rest, it 
benefits very largely. I was talking to a 
gentleman to-day who had some conversati"n 
with the Scottish Commissioners on tbP ··uh­
ject of the dry system of cultivation. 'l'hat is 
the system we want in our dry conntry. \Yo 
need deep-ploughing and deep cultiv;ltion. 
Three years ago I was up in your neighbour­
hood, J\1r. President, and I saw some very 
good crops. You could tell by looking at 
them that the land was well cultivated. In 
other cases tho land had only reen plouphed 
to a depth of 4 inches, and they c>xpccted "' 
crop of maize. You could tell from the ap­
pearance of the land that it had not br)<>n w,J! 
cultivated. If people will persist in merely 
tickling the soil with .a hoe in the cxr<Pctat,ion 
that it will laugh a harvest, they will find they 
will reap ruin. I wiil not say they will deserve 
it, because they do not know any better; but 

many of them are now learning from men 
who have come from the Southern States, 
where you see really splendid farming. They 
have watched their neighbours, and they have 
benefited by their experience. As a result,, 
land which was valued at £5, £6, or £7 per 
acre is now worth a great deal more than 
double those values. In this outside country, 
when settlers learn from those who have suc­
ceeded how to utilise the country to the best 
advantage, there is no question whatever that 
a larg-e amount of settlement will take place" 
and that it will be very successful. That wili 
result from running these railways out. There· 
is another question which we ought not to 
pass over. That is the question of the danger· 
that is likely to occur in time of war. It has 
been asked how we are to get the people of 
Australia to rallv either at Melbourne Ol' 

Sydney if war broke out, supposing we have a. 
railway running· from Adelaide to Port 
Darwin. That line may bring a lot of China­
men here, or, if the Japanese took possessioll' 
of the Northern Territory, that railwe.y would 
help to bring them to the South very com­
fortably. 

Ron. P. MURPHY: The Japanese are our­
aliies, are they not? 

HoN. A. NORTON: It does not follow that: 
they will always be our allies, though I am 
inclined to think we have no particular­
reason to dread them. I believe we have· 
more reason to dread others: and what is now 
taking place in the United Kingdom is almost 
an invitation for other people who desirA to· 
grab part of Australia to take advantage of 
the situation. If we have thi; line completed 
in the course of a few years, troops can be 
taken into the vVestern country. If there is 
any enemy in the South, they can also be· 
taken from Queensland and New South \Vales 
to th,, seat of danger in a short space of time. 
That is a consideration that should not be­
overlooked in dealing "~Y,'ith a question of this 
kind. I support the Bill with the greatest 
possible pl01sure. There is nothing which 
has been adduced in this Chamber y<>t which I 
have felt so gratified at ha.-ing put before us·. 
Of course evervbodv has t-o admit that the· 
details with which ,~-e have been supplied are 
not sufficient but we know we have a railway 
policy projected which wiil goyern the ~ailwa.y 
nolicy of the State in after years. There lS· 
J10 need to huckster about a bit of a line here, 
or a l•it of a line there, or a bit of a line· 
somewhere el«>. Raiiways in the \Vest and 
along- the coast will be constructed in accord­
anc; with a definite nolicy, and that is an in­
ducement to anybody who has studied the­
question closelv, as I have studied it for yetcrs,, 
to do his utm~st to -upport the project which, 
is now before us. 

RoN. A. A. DA VE.Y: I am quite sure that 
hon. members are indebted to the han. mem­
ber for the optimistic tone which he has 
given to the debate. H0 has given us thB' 
benefit of his very wide experience and ob­
servation in the State, and the whole thing­
boiled down amount, to this. " Be of ;rood" 
cheer; don't be afraid; p:o right ahe~td." The­
hon. member ha,s adduced a lot of arguments 
whirh I think are unans"mrable in regard to· 
the increased values of pastoral products, and' 
he has also adduced other arguments which· 
are equa,Jly valuable. The Hon. ~fr. Brent-· 
nall p-ointed out that this is a big question,. 
and one which should be dealt with deliher­
ate!v. I think we all a!!ree that it is a g-reat 
pity that a scheme of such magnitude sh~mld' 
be brought in at the lattP.r end of the sessiOn; 

Hon .. A. A. DmJey.J 
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but the circumstanc0s are such that I do not 
see how it could possibly b.·' avDided. I must 
honestlv confp·,s that I do not think that tho 
principnJ objection that has l-een raised-that 
we want more light upon the scherne-ib a 
valid objection, because thic: is not a nev: 
scheme. It has been befDre the country for 
the last twenty-seven year·s. It is a scheme 
that has been talked of on steamers in hotels 
in raib.Atay trains, in homes, in clubs: in Parlia~ 
ment Hou•-.e, and all over the country for a 
number of yearP, and it would l•e difficult to 
strike anyone in Queensland who has not 
some definite idea as to wh"t is necessary for 
the development of this va't country. I was 
very pleased to hear that the Han. :!-.Ir. 
Brentnall did not agree ',Yith Sir Thomas 
Mcilwraith's scheme. Great as that scheme 
was, I think, with the hon. member that it is 
a good thing that the raih1 ay wa~ not con­
structed on those lines. It is fortunate that 
it remains for us in these imoroved times­
these times of increased population and in­
crea~ed intensified progre·"· and of a mor,• 
fervid and determined desire to push the in­
tere,ts of the country ahead-to consider a 
s9hen1f'\ so vast as t.his, because it can be car­
ned to a far more legitimate and far more 
profitable conclusion now than it was likelv 
to be under the 'old <.:onditions. The Han. ?.J,:_ 
Brentnall raised an objection to this proposal 
on th_c -"round _tha! '':e are undertaking a re­
sponsibihty whi0h IS likely to bring about di9-
aster t<_> the State, and said we haYe no basis 
on 'vhrch we . can form an estimate of the 
future prosperity of the State. Neither have 
we any basis on 'vhieh we can form an e.3ti­
mate _of the adversity we may mffer. \Ve have 
cerhmly had unfortunate drou"hts in the 
past, but it does not folio•; that ,;e shall have 
such droughts in the future. At anv ratP. it 
is not onr business to assume that· we shall 
have them in !he future. They may come, 
but I am hopmg that they will not come. 
But, even if we we>re certain that they will 
come, I do not think that is anv arg-ument 
against building- this railway. On the con­
trary, I hold that it is one of the stron.c;c" t 
arguments thd could be advanced in ih 
favour, as this line "ill enable p-2ople in i.Lat 
part of th0 c.mntry to mitigate or avoid the 
losses in stock caused Ly dl~ought. Another 
argument used a~·ainst the proposal is th:tt 
we do not know what burdens the Feder,_\ 
Parliament are going to put on the people, 
and that we should wait to find out what 
money the Federal Parliament are goin" to 
take out of the pockets of the taxpayers. TllG 
Federal Parliament will take just as, much. 
money out of th0 pockets of the peopl<J ao is 
nece.~sary for governmental purposes, unless 
the people det~rmine that the am<mnt of 
taxation they impose shall be reduced. \vnen 
the people object to the Federal Parliament 
levying taxation, then the Federal Parliament 
will have to cease imposing that taxation. 
It has been said that in agreeing to this 
scheme we shall be taking a ]pap in the dark. 
.All big movements are more or less a leap 
in the dark. This is a scheme of great manni­
tude, and of course it will be a leap in the 
dar_k to a certain extent, just as n<c·arly every 
actwn in business life is a leap in the dark to 
a certain degree. The money invested in our 
railway; comprises two-thirds of our national 
debt, and our railways are absolutely the best 
asset the State has to-day, and I believe, as 
time goes on, the value of that acset will be 
increased. There does not seem to be any 
real objection to the proposal itself, thoug-h 
some members apparently fear that, in adopt-

[:i on. A. A. Davey. 

ing this •,cheme, we are undertaking a great 
task. I consider it is the grandf'•,t scheme that 
has ever been submitted to this Parliament 
or to any other Parliament in Australia. The 
railway which it is proposed to construct is 
highly nece~,,sary~ and \VC have in this project 
a definite and comprehensive railway policy 
for the State. In a well-conducted business 
the managin;< director l1as before him a clear 
and definite idea of what it is intended to do, 
and the value of the ascets v. ith which he has 
to deal. We have haJ railway policies in tlie 
past, lout they haYe been indefinite. Therefore 
I hail this scheme \\ itli s.tt:sfaction, because 
of its definiteness. I was glad to hoar the 
Han. Mr. ?-;orton rder to it from the defence 
standpoint. I believe this rail1•1 ay will be of 
great strategical importance• in the future. It 
is po•.sible that the Federal Pariiament may 
h1ild their railway from Adelaide through 
the Northern Territory to Port Darwin, but 
I do not think th:ct will conlliot in the slig·htest 
degree ,,, ith the line which it is propo~ed to 
construct under this Bill. The scheme of Sir 
Th?mas Mcilwraith was to carry a railway to 
Pomt Parker, in the Gulf, and I think it 
would be a good thing for Queensland if the 
Gulf pmts were opened. Supposing the 
Federal Parliament build their railwa.v 
through South An.tra!ia. and do not touch 
Queensland, then I sav that from a militarv 
point of view tl1e Oueeuslancl railwav will b'B 
a .valuable one, br,..,a.use, in case of an~~ peculiar 
dtfficulties arisi1w, it will be a very simple 
mati0r to connect Camooweal with the Federal 
railway. \Yith a few thousand. men that could 
be dono in a very fev: ,,·eck_,,_ I think that 
posterity will thank Qm e';s]anckrs of to-day 
for havinp: had the fm·esil'ht to build a raii­
v,~ay inland and connect our Eastern seaboard 
with the \Ye ter•1 portion of the State. 
Though I reg;ard the iine as an important one 
from a n1ilitary ftandpoint. I do not ~f~ntion 
th~t as the only ju,.:ifiGntion of the scheme. 
S_hll. I do not think that point. should be lost 
s1~ht of. I con·.;idcr the ~.f'hen1e its0lf a ~0und 
Lusine.'~r,, propositiolJ, as the raihvay i:j likelv 
to be an important factor in the deYelopmm{t 
of the \Yest, und that development will no 
doubt lead to an enennou.s jficrease in our 
populn tion. I confess t 1 at "t one time 1 held 
the dea that it was no part of our bu·;iness 
to develop that vast country in the \Vest, and 
that 

1
1.Ye should. n?t worry ours0h-es al~out it, 

but Jeaye son11-dung for future generations to 
do; but I hc~ve chang-ed my opinion in reg-ard 
to that matter, and have come to the conclu­
sion that it is our dut:v to dcYclop to the 
utmost of our abi1it:v the countrv God has 
given to us. \Ve ha.Ye a countrv the resources 
of v-h_ich we can 'scarcely esti1nat-e. I look 
upon It as the fine;t countrv in the Y•orld. I 
haye had the privile-:-re Of g·oing through 
C':'nada, and I -,a:v nothing in Canada which 
will bear companson with what we have in 
Australia, particularly in Queensland. \Ye 
are afforde~ the great<~st possible opportunitie-s 
for bcmefitmg humamty, and we should en­
de.'_V<~mr to make the- J::est use Df those oppor­
tumhe-. Thrs scheme IS a statesman-like one 
becausP it has for its object the development 
of our ,, ... e-3tern country. and 'becau~-.e it shov.·s 
confidence in the ability and willin::;n~ss of 
the people to develop the fine resources '-Yhich 
are at our disposa 1. \Yhen politicians and 
leg-islators in the past proposed to build rail­
ways, they submitted schemes which appeared 
sufficient at that. particular time, but in a few 
years we have come to regard the policy then 
adopted as a short-sighted policy. 'The glory 
of this scheme is that it recognises that this 
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is a grand country, and that we have people 
here who are capable of developing its re­
sources. I remember that not very many 
years ago some persons who were in respon­
sible positions were very anxious to snll our 
railways. They said, ''Let us sell our rail­
ways; we can get for them as much as their 
construction has cost, and it will be a good 
thing to sell then1 right out." I haveJ Lo 
doubt they could have oold the railways ri .ht 

·out at that time, and ·have got for them as 
much as they cost, h1t that was a tinP of 
severe drought, and a feeling of pessimism 
prevailed. It is a very fortunate thing for the 
Btate that the policy of selling· our railcsavs 
was not adopted. It is unlik~lv that nny Of 
the persons '-Vho arlro·:utc,l the ~sellin.,. of o~u· 
railways at that tirnc would l:t~ fooli~1~, cnnu-: h 
to 1nake such l1 sug~-c~tion to-dav. l\Ir. A1no::; 
sa~s that t~is r_ail:11'ay :may uot ... pay directly. 
I c,o not thmk It IS rca~onable tn 0xpecct that 
the ra.ilway should pay dirc,tly, but this line 
'v1ll certarnly largely E:nl1anca tho valHe of our 
\Yestern country, >·) that it will be • rrrcd 
benefit to. the .St:ltc indirecdy. It will 'open 
up the. We'it m th~ most effectual manner, 
and _vnll provide ~110rrns. for tht>- shifting. ot 
st~rvu~g .stock dunng hmes of drou12ht. I 
thmk It m our duty "' a profes~edly Christian 
con1mUn1ty to do something, even at son1e ex~ 
pense to our·~clve.:;, to relieve the enonnou~ 
and awful sufferin'l" PC~dur, d l:v ec:ttle anrl 
sl~~0p in this country in timh of clronc;ht. I 
'"Ill go. further. and say t1Lt no m:::.n h;·,s a 
moral nght to hreE'd and keep dumb ani1nal~ 
,unl~'o·:> ~ h~ can, '•Ce a rEa~onabJc pro~p'"'ct of 
t1h~u1~ t)eing able to f:::>t sufficient feed and 
·Cl'lllL 

Hon. IY. H. C\'\lPBELL: What about Pro­
YiL1enf,~? 

HoN. A. A DA YEY: Never mind abont 
. Providence. We are dealing with things as 
they exist. \V e owe a duty even to cattle 
and sheep. My heart has ached when I have 
been out _in. the \Vest and seen bullocks and 
~heep penshmg for want of water, or starv· 
mg for want o£ fo'?d; and I say that, apart 
from the profit whiCh would result from the 
removal of stock in times when there is a 
scarcity o.f f'!od, it is ~:mr duty to see that we 
do. not mfhct suffermg on thece innocent 
ammals. It is bad enough to kill and eat 
them, but to starve them slowly is too awful 
to contemplate. Apart from that, it will save 
~no~mous losses. There seems to be no ob­
Jection to the extension of our trunk lines to 
the West, but the difficulty seems to be 
a_bout. the looping up. As a business proposi­
ti~n, It seems to me ab-·olutely neces~ary that 
this loopmg up should take place, if we are 
to open up the country and benefit the whole 
of the '''estern district. The President yester­
day . seemed to think very liglitly o£ the sug­
gestwn that the bmlding of this railway 
would lead to. an. increase of 20,000,000 sheep. 
I am rather mclmed to thmk that time will 
show, especially if we have good seasons that 
the esti:q:Jate of the Commissioner for 'Rail­
ways is not very far out. During the last 
dr~lllgh.t we lost 14,000,000 sheep. Supposing 
tlns ra'lway had been constructed and it had 
been t~e means of saving 5,000,000 o£ these 
sheep, m all probability, judging by the rate 
of increase during the last seven years, those 
5,000,000 would have increa,ed to at least 
15,090,000. The building of the railw:1v will 
also lead to closer settlement in the Wf'St. 
It will lead to settlement on areas of 40,000 
and 60,000 acres-much smaller areas than 
the present holdings. There seems to be no 
doubt that Western Queensland is specially 

adapted to tho production of I~erino wool. 
and he would be a bold man who would 
anticipate any reduction in the price of wool. 
Everything seems to point to a contmued 
rise in price. Tbe va . .;;t Eastern countriet~ of 
Ch'na and Japan arc adopting Western 
method' and Western civilisation They are 
be~inning to Y~ear boots and \Voollen clothin ,~,, 
and there is not tho slightest reason to sup­
pose that vcool will not appreciate rather than 
decrease in price. \Ve have practically a 
monopoly of fine merino wool, and anything 
we ccm do to develop tho great wool industry 
\vill not onlv 1nu.J~0 a succt :;s of the inda·,trx 
but will be· a peace-a'oisting agency. There 
is no doubt that, a,-. the years go on, we shall 
occupy a more important position than we do 
to-day as a wool-producing country. Re­
ference has been made to the disaster that 
followed the £10,000,000 hm. Some of that 
money may not have been wasted, but it 
certain]J was ill-spent. \Ve have been told 
that the average cost o£ milway constructi?n 
in this State is about £7,000 per mile, while 
the cost of the broader gauge railways of New 
Routh \Vales and Victoria has been much 
larger. I would like to remind bon. members 
that about £1,250,000 of the £10,000,000 was 
spent in btdding a short line out of Cairns. 
That line is about 21 miles in length, and the 
average cost was £59,500 per mil~. But, 
when you consider that the first 7 miles from 
Cairns to Redlynch ar"e over country where a 
railway can be cheaply constructed, and that 
the 2 miles of railway between Barron Fal)s 
and Kuranda are also fairly easy country, It 
means that some 12 miles cost about £100,000 
-r:0r InilF. But fm.' the { on~;.trnction of that 
~ailway the cost of construction generally 
v·onld have been considerably less than 
£7,000 per mile. I am not saying anything 
against the construction of that railway, be­
cause it has been the means of opening up a 
Yast cxtPnt of Yf'ry r;ch r l 1·t-a11ifcrous connh·;.\, .. 
but, so far as the Parliament which was re­
sponcihle for the expenditure of that money 
was concerned, it was absolutely the maddest 
and most unbu~in~:-· ~s~1ikP thi11 ; that 'vas ever 
done in this State. The line cost so much 
that when the tableland was reached, Parlia­
Inent refur;ed to :1pend any more money on it, 
and thev handed over to the Chillagoe Com­
panv the whole of the led< eountry. \Yf' have 
got· over the £10,000,000 loan. Since then 
we have got over bank crises, and vve are 
getting over federation. 

Hon. A. H. BARLOW: No ; we are not. 
(Laughter.) 

HoN. A. A. DAVEY: We are getting over 
federation, and we shall get over any other 
ditfi·.::ultie~ with which vve arc confronted. I am 
afraid that. we mav restrict our development 
by not taking a sufficiently large view. o~ t?e 
possibilities of the country. I am optimistic, 
and I have no hesitation in saying that, if the 
countrv were mine, if it cost £10.000,000 to 
build these railways, I should think it a very 
good investment. It certainly will ad~ some· 
thing like £280,000 per annum to the mterest 
bill,, but that amount is not to be paid for 
something that wi!l be of no value. We 
shall get something for it. Our railways are 
fast becoming an increasingly profitable in· 
vestment. They arc absolutely the be~t asset 
we have. There are a lot of people who are 
arrainst borrowing, and, as a general prin· 
ciple, borrowing is not much good. At the 
came time, if you can borrow money and in­
vest it in works that will return something 
equal to the amount of interest you pay for 
the money you borrow, there is nothing very 
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criminal about borrowing. We all want 
money, and we want to get it in some spon­
taneous way. Now, you cannot get money in 
that way. 

Han. P. ;y[uRPHY: The easiest way is k> 
borrow it. 

HaN. A. A. DAVEY: Very often it is not 
the easiest way. If the borrower is an honest 
person, and he borrows for schemes that are 
not wise, he will suffer ; but, if he borrows 
for productive works, and those works are 
likely to develop the country in the we.y 
that this railway· scheme will develop the 
Western country, I cannot see any objection 
to borrowing. The Premier must be fully 
alive to the fact that there are loans falling 
due within the next few years, and he is 
level-headed enough for me to be perfectly 
willing to leave the financial arrangements to 
him. 

Hon. P. MURPHY: He may not be in power 
then. 

HaN. A. A. DAVEY: If the country is 
wise, it will keep him in power. I give this 
scheme my heartiest support; I feel proud 
to have lived to see a Government and a 
Premier with the businegs stamina, the 
courage, and the foresight to propose a; 
scheme of this sort. It must be a success. 
The attitude of some hon. members reminds 
me of a boy standing on the edge of a river 
afraid to jump in. If you threw him in he 
would swim all right. It is the •.ame with 
a lot of these schemes. vV e have been cursed 
in the pa·st with small ideas, and what we 
want is something big. I don't know of a 
solitary instance in connection with the public 
works of this State where we have made a; 
mistake from working on too large a scale. 
Take the Roma Street Railway Station and 
the Central Railway Station as examples. 
In connection with the Central Statign, Sir 
Thomas Mcllwraith practically lost. his posi­
tion as Premier because he was prepared to 
spend the money required for building the 
present station; but both are inadequate for 
even present requirements. The Central 
Station ought to be six times as big, and the 
Roma Street St"tion ten times as big. W'e 
want railwuys all through the country. It 
does not matter how much money we borrow. 
If we borrowed £40,000,000 it would not 
matter if we borrowed it for works which 
would develop the country. Our national 
debt is not like the British national 'debt. 
vVe have solid assetg to represent our debt. 
Let us take courage and have faith in the 
future of this country. It is not correct to 
speak of deliberating over this scheme for a 
few hours. We have been deliberating over 
it for years. I agree that it would be better 
if we had more time, but it would be a mis­
take to stand on our dignity. We should put 
these small considera1Jons to one side and 
have faith in the future of the country. As 
one who has travelled considerably over 
Queensland, I say that it would not matter if 
the amount of money involved were twice as 
large. We have got vast resources and we 
have got the finest--and will be the most 
prosperous-country in the whole civilised 
world. 

HmWURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

* RoN. F. I. POWER: I do not rise with the 
intention of going so extensively into the de­
tails as the hon. member who has just sat 
down, because that has- been done so often 
that it hao l•ccorne nauseating. It. is a plea£ant 
duty to stand up and congratulate the Go­
vernment upon having the courage to bring 
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forward a gigantic scheme of this sort_ 
A great deal has been said with reference 
to the wav in which this measure is being 
hurried tli'rough the House. I think that is 
a matter of regret with every reasonable 
person, but it must be remembered that the· 
Government have been placed in a very 
a1x,rkvl'ard position vvith regard to rf:heir 
measures, through no fault of their own. 
There is no use mincing n1atters. Y\T e kno-w 
that there have been. undoubted obstructions 
in another place. It has not been what you 
can call genuine criticism of measu1:es, but 
a deliberate delaying and blockmg of 
measures. Therefore, the Government are 
placed in the position that they have to· 
force their measures through Parliament. 
As ·the Hon. Mr. Davey has said, there are 
very few men in this Chamber who have not 
considered this mat'ter for the last twenty­
seYen ye:trs. I know I spoke on the subject 
myse:f twenty-seven years ago, and I have 
heard it discussed in this House, so tha; 
there seems to be some justification for· 
dispensing with the preliminaries which are 
usual in dealing with railways. If hon. 
members had taken the trouble to read the· 
evidence before the Select Committee ap­
pointed by this House in 1902 to consider 
tho question of building a railway in thii 
Western country, they woul-d have discovered 
that very valuable evidence was then sub­
mitte:l ;)n thi, question. Indeed, it is 
scarcely possible for another fact in connec­
tion with the swbjcct to be placed .before rthe 
Chamber beyond what was given at that: 
particular time. On that occasion evidence 
was given to the effect that a considerably 
enhanced value would be given to land in 
the \11 estern country by the cons·truetion of 
a railway in thwt portion of the State. Mr. 
Phillips, who, I am sure, is held in great 
esteem by all han. gentlemen, drew a plan 
of the line which he suggested should be­
constructed. I suppose there is no man in 
Queensland to-day who knows more wbout 
the conditions of our lands and their possi­
bilities in the future than Mr. Phillips. He­
sta'tt'd, and other witnesses corroborated the· 
statement, that the building of the railway 
in that di,triet would increase the value of 
the land to a value of 2s. 6d. an acre. 
Therefore, taking the figures which have 
been given-120,000,000 acres-the value of 
that a'rea would be something like £3,000,000. 
The whole of the railway is going to 
cost only about £4,500,000, so that the 
cost of construction will be almost re­
couped in the enhanced value given to the 
land, and we shall have, in addition, the 
ibenofit which th8 countrv will derive from 
tho saving of _;tarving -stock in times of 
drought. If the evidence which was taken 
by that committee were repeated now, it 
would mean that this project would be 
shelved for a long time. Mr. W. \V. Hood, 
another witness, expreqsed the opinion that 
the construction of such a railway would 
mean the saving -of thousands and thousands 
of pounds to the meat industry. If anyone 
iooks at the plans which were before the 
Select Committee he will find that they show 
certain dry belts in that part of the country. 
In consequence of the existence of those dry 
belts, although there is any amount of feed 
for stock in certain localities, you cannot 
remove the stock to places where pe..~>ture 
is plentiful. It wag stated by one of the 
witnesses before the committee that, with 
the existence of a railway, the whole of the­
fat stock in that part of the country coul-d 
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be brought down to the meatworks on the 
coast without any difficulty, and that would 
mean an enormous saving to the industry. 
I merely mention these two or three facts 
to show that if members will take the 
trouble to read the evidence obtained by the 
Select Committee they will get a considerable 
amount of information bearing on the pro­
posal now before the House. I listened 
yes:terday with the greatest pleasure and 

.interest to the very excellent speech delivered 
by our President. I understood him to sav that 
practically the bulk of the count;-y \vhich 
will be served by this line is without a;·te­
sian water. That statement is not borne 
out by the evidence given before the Select 
Committee. 

Hon. B. FAHEY: I do not think the Presi­
dent said that. 

HoN. F. I. POWER: I understood the 
President to intimate that there was some 
difficulty in regard to that matter. I hope 
that I am tmder no misapprehension in re­
gard to the opinion he expressed. In any 
case, I "ish to point out that the Barklay 
Tablelands are pretty well tD the east of 
the propo"ed line. The Hon. Mr. BrDwn 
has just corrected me, and informed me that 
what the President intimated was that the 
Barklay Tablelands are outside the artesian 
water area. The evidence given bef<Jre the 
Select Committee was to the effect that it 
was not outside the arte,ian water area. 
Mr. Phillips stated that artesian water is 
available on the Barklay Tableland, but that 
it must be pumped. 

Hon. W. V. BROWN: Tha·t may be sub­
artesian water. 

HoN. F. I. POWER: I have not sufficient 
knmvledge to .say whether it is artesian water 
or sub-artesian water. But Mr. George 
Phillips calls it artesian water, and he says 
that it can be got at a depth Df 200 feet, but 
it will n<Jt rise t<J the surface, as it is drawn 
off into the Gregmy River, which is one of 
the finest rivers he has ever seen in A us­
tralia. The Barklay Tableland was described 
by every 1vitn0~\s as having no eaual in the 
whole Df Australia as sheep oountry. ::>fern­
hers have all this information, and a great 
deal mDrc, before them in the evidence 
given to that Select Committee. I have had 
the value of J\1r. Steer's a<sistance in com­
paring the distances given by Mr. Phillips 
with the distances shown on the map at­
tached t<J this Bill, and I find there is very 
little difference between them, but the line 
Mr. Phillips prDposed was somewhat more 
westward. Under all the circumstances, I 
do nDt see that there is any reason for reject­
ing this Bill Dn the ground that there is 
not sufficient information regarding the 
]1rDposal before the Council. Mr. Phillips 
further said that the oonstruetiDn of such a 
railway as that now propDsed will enhance 
the v"'lue Df all the Western countrv of 
Queensland. There is alsD some ven: in­
teresting evidence given with regard t;, the 
country further wc;;t, and I believe it is be­
cause of such information that the route of 
this proposed railway has been brDught more 
east, the reason being that it will traverse 
a better class Df country. There is also 
information as t<J the develDpment Df stock 
routes. Some hDn. gentlemen in this Cham­
ber prDbably knDw mme about that matter 
than I do, but I may pDint <JUt that the 
evidence was to the effect that losses Df st=k 
will be inevitable unless some such railway 
scheme as that now bef<Jre us is ·carried out, 

Dwing tD the difficult.y Df travelling them 
anoss the dry belt in seasons Df drought. 
The witne.,~es were unanimous Dn that pDint. 

Ron. P. MuRPHY: Did Mr. Phillips prD­
pDse a railway? 

HoN. F. I. POWER: No; but he drew a. 
route on the map. I have only referred t<J 
the evidence <Jbtained by the Select C<Jm­
mittee in 1902 tD shDw that we do not suffer 
in any way through n<Jt referring this prD­
posed railway to a Se:ect CDmmittee. No 
one likes io hurry a measurE' like this. 
through Parliament, but circumstances may 
arise -when it may be nece:J,ary to do so, 
and I admire the men who have the c<Jurage 
and pluck to do it in a case of necessity. 
The financial aspeet of the question we have, 
of course, a perfect right to criticise; but 
as it is the prerogative of the other HDuse 
to find ·the mDney for the construction of the 
line, we maY safo:y trust them to deal with 
the matter," as they are responsible t<J the 
people. It is a fair assumption that for ·the· 
£4,500,000 spent in building the railway we 
shall have £4,500,000 Df value in the line 
when it is constructed, unless we believe that 
Queensland will be tho poorer in the future. 
If, on the other hand, we believe that the 
.future of Queensland is going tD be as bright. 
as most people think it will be, then we 
shall have a most valuable asset, apart 
altogether from the enhanced value of the 
lands which are in the hands Df <the Cmwn. 
The railway wiil alsD be the m~ans of saving 
thousands of stock in times of drought, and 
it will afford employment t<J a largo number 
Df people. The scheme is Dne which, if 
carried out, the State may well be proud of. 

I believe it will do more to Dpen 
[5.30 p.m.] up Queensland than any other 

propositiDn that could be br<Jught 
forward. I do not intend to enter into the­
question Df finance. That question has been 
thrashed out. I only spoke to point <JUt 
that there is justification for bringing fDr­
ward this mheme, and, even without the pre­
liminaries that might <Jtherwise have been 
expected, it has my heal'ly support, and I 
d<J not think we need fear that -any danger 
will accrue from the fact that it has not been 
discu" :ed at greater length. 

HoN. W. H. CAMPBELL: I have only 
a few words to say. The President, in his 
excellent speech, expressed rather a pessi­
mistic view of the future settlement of the 
countrv beyond the Western line; but I can 
assure· hon. members that once the railway 
is constructed the country will be available 
for sheep for some considerable distance be­
vend the railway. Some of the finest 
country in Queensland is west of the line. 
The Han. Mr. Power has spoken about what 
the President said with regard to artesian 
wells. Now, one of the first artesian wells 
sunk in Queensland was at Thargomindah, 
and the assumption in certain quarters is that 
the artesian area extends very much further 
than we have any knowledge of at the pre­
sent time. It extends, at all events, to 
Tharg-omindah a.nd Windorah. But in that 
countrv a far more valuable asset than even 
artesiai1 water is the subartesian supply. 
Under the Bill that we have been discussing 
recently the Government intend to place re­
shictions upon private individuals putting 
down artesian wells: but. if the Government 
eliminate the clauses relating to subartesian 
wells. that source of supply will form a very 
valuable asset to settlers in the West, be­
cause a man can put clown such wells for very 

Han. W. H. Campbell,] 



279(3 Great JYestern [COUNCIL.] Ruilwag Bill. 

much loss than the •:ost of an artesian well. 
In some place,, cJpcci"lly in the deep country 
about \Vindorah and Bimerah you have to go 
down a tremendous depth for artesian water, 
which makes it a very co',tly undertaking. 
A great many years ago pastoralists would 
not look ctt anything but :vlitchel! grass 
country and rolling downs. That was all 
taken up, and the whole of the forest 
country and what we ceJl desert country was 
neglected. People accustomed to sheep said 
that tho desert country might possibly be 
used in time of drought as relief country. 
The de"Tt country is badly supplied with 
surface ~" ater. TherP are no watercourses 
or running streams. The soil is sandy, and 
it is almost im]Jo:.siblc to conserve water by 
means of tank, and dams; bnt the pioneers 
of that country prospected for water, and 
they put down subarte;ian wells, and got 
water at depths ranging from 12 feet to 250 
feet. As the Hon. Mr. Clewett knows, all 
that desert country wa,s neglected twenty 
years ago, but it is now all under sheep from 
the range right out to the Flinders. In the 
same way the whole of the country beyond 
this trans-Queensland railway will be occu­
pied by sheep as soon as the railway is con­
structed. In fact, it will be occupied as 
soon as people are assured that the rail­
way will be built in the near future. 
Taking the country for the whole 810 miles 
between Tobermory and Camooweal for 40 
miles to the westward of the railway, at a 
very moderate estimate it will carry 300 
sheep to the square mile, and that will mean 
a total of 9, 720,000 sheep. It has taken a 
long time to breed up to the numbers we 
have in Queensland, but both runs and graz· 
ing farms are now pretty well stocked up. 
Th~y have a very large number of ewes that 
are breeding annually, and it is only twelve 
months since the pastoralists were beginning 
to cry ont asking what thev were to do with 
their surplus stock. Once this railway is 
assured, and people begin to take up country, 
there will be a very great demand for young 
and old sheen to stock up the countrv. The 
ewes which are now being fattened a'nd sent 
to the boiling-down establishments or to the 
meatworks will be in great demand for breed­
ing purposes; and I see no reason why in a 
very short time tht> whole of the country 
should not be carrying a very large number 
of sheep. In addition to the sheep in our 
own t<'.rritory, when the railway goes to 
Camooweal it will tap a large extent of good 
country in the NorthNn Territory, as people 
are se~tling there already in anticipation of 
the railway, and there is no doubt that all 
the country beyond Camooweal that has been 
neglected for many years will be taken up 
for sheep breeding, and all the wool and 
other produce from the Northern Territory 
will come into Queensland and go to Queens­
land ports. That is whv I think the rail­
way will prove f-uch 'a paying concern. 
Several of us have had communications from 
people out \V<·st who do not approve of the 
scheme. Local interests are not altogether 
satisfied by the route by which it is proposed 
to take the railway. The people of Long­
reach had a meeting last Saturday and they 
were unanimous in trying to get 'an altera­
tion made. Instead of the line going from 
Blacka!l to Windorah, thev would like to 
see it go from Longreach.' rirl Jundah. to 
Windorah. It would bP a very good thing 
for the country. for the Railway Depart­
ment, and for the public generally that the 
various lines should be linked up, and I am 
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in favour of that myself. But, in view <:f 
the boheme submitted by the Government, rt 
is impossible for local interests to be ~tt_ended 
to. We must go for the scheme as rt IS put 
before us. Provision is made for deviation 
to the extent of 25 miles on either side and 
possibly that may be increas<:d by a:'d by. 
The Government may determme to lmk l:!P 
the railways in sorne other w.±y, but, as 1t IS, 
I think the project before us is endorsed by 
the whole of the country. I am sure, from 
what has been shid in this Chamber, that 
there is not the least fear that the money 
will not be well expended, and I am equally 
certain that the railway will be a good 
thing for the country. 
_, Hox. \V. F. TAYLOR: There is not the 
slightest doubt that this scheme must eventu­
ate sooner or later. I can remember thirty­
five years ago talking to :'lli·. Robert Ballard, 
"ho was then Chief Eugineer for the 
:1\:orthern Railway, about the construction of 
railwavs in Queensland, and he said, "The 
scheme is to construct three main lines to­
wards the setting sun, and link up those lines 
when you get far enough out \Vest." That 
has always been the idea that has been para­
mount in my mind, and it is very pleasant 
to know that this _,.cheme is about to eventu­
ate at last. I shall not go over all the argu­
ments which have been adduced by previous 
speakers in favour of the Bill, because that 
would simply be a waste of time ; but I 
would point out that the propo>ed linking up 
between Barcaldine and Hughenden, and so 
on, will not meet the case at all. Further­
more I do not see what benefit would accrue 
to tl{e country, or even the stations in the 
immediate neighbourhood, from such a link­
ing up of lines. There is not an acre be­
tween those two places that is more than 90 
miles from a railway, so that practically. no 
benefit would accrue to any of the statwns 
fro1n the construe:tion of a line fro1n l3arcal~ 
dine through Aramac and up to Hug~ende;'· 
It would simply mean that the statwns m 
the immediate vicinty of the line would be a 
a little clocer to the railway, but no benefit 
woc1ld result to the country generally. Such 
a proposal is not in the same category as 
the pres1•nt scheme. This scheme is one 
worthy of a statesman, and I. am proud to 
think we have a statesman m Queensland 
who is ca.pable of propounding such a :;<:heme. 
I have no fear as to the result.;. I haye no 
fear that it will not prove beneficial to the 
countrv from a financial point of view. It 
was pointed out yesterday by the President 
that this State had been in existence for fift~· 
vears. and that we have only got 20,000,000 
~heep. But, seven years ago we had over 
20 000,000 shoep. We then lost 14,000,000, 
an'd we started afresh with 7,000,000, and in 
the intervening seven years the numbers have 
increased to 20,000.000. With a continuance 
of good seasons that r~te of increase ;yill 
continue. Queensland IS now the leadmg 
State in the production of fine merino wool, 
and we shall not only maintain that position, 
but we shall double our output before very 
long. I see a great future before the people 
of Queensland as the result of this scheme. 
The monetary aspect of the question d?es 
not seem to present any insuperable diffi­
culty. I do. not profess to be a fin.ancial 
expert, but It appears to me that, If the 
people who have money tr; lend can be show? 
that there is a profitable mvestment for therr 
money, and that there is no risk attached 
to it, there is very little doubt that they 
will lend their money. There is plenty of 
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money in the world awaiting investment. 
The matter of £4,500,000 is a mere nothing. 
Even If New Zealand had some difficulty in 
floating a loan recently, I have no doubt 
that, if we knew the circumstance~, it w;ould 
be seen that there were good and sufficient 
reasons. 

Hon. A. H. BARLOW: They wanted the 
mouey to build a " Dreadnought"-that was 
the trouble. It was not for a reproductive 
work like this. 

HoN. W. F. TAYLOR: There may not be 
the same objection to a work like this, which 
will be reproductive. The Bill has my heartv 
approval, and I hope it will be passed as soon 
as possible. \Yith r0g-ard to the Longreach 
people desiring a line to go from Longreach 
to Jundah instead of going to Vlindorah, I am 
rather _astonished at the proposed line startin~ 
from Blackall for \Vindorah, as the country i~ 
low-lying, and a great number of creeks have 
to be crossed ; so in anything like heavy rains 
the line will be under water for a great part 
of its length, whereas a. line from Ilfracombe 
to Jundah would go through dry country .not 
mtersected by creek•, and therefore requir­
ing few bridgeR. I brought evidence before 
this 9hamber two sessions ago to prove the 
superwnty of the country from Ilfracombe to 
J undah for a line of railway to that from 
Blackall to \Vindorah. 

Hon. \Y. H. CA~IPBELL: This House threw 
out that line. 

HoN. \V. F. TAYLOR: I am sorry i,t did, 
because the country from Ilfracombe is dry 
and does not contain many creeks. No doubt 
the Government had gDod reasons for cleoid­
inc; that the line should go from Blackall to 
Windorah, but it would be well, I think, if 
tho;,•J reasons ,-ere given to the House. How­
ever, the main portion of the scheme has my 
hearty appmval, and I shall support the 
second reading of the Bill. 

Hox. P. i\IURPHY: I intended to make a 
long speech on this subject, but the Eon. i\Ir. 
Davey has said two-thirds of what I pro­
posed to say, and the Hon. i\fr. Power has 
appropri-,tecl tho other third and abused me 
into the bargain, so that there is very little 
left for me to sav. I have consid01·ublo svm­
pathy with the· remark of tho Hon. Thfr. 
Brentnall, that there is undue haste shown in 
p~ssing this Bill. If the Government had 
brouc;ht this matter for,,a.rd at an earlier 
sta!'e o_f the s~ssion, and had not taken up 
time with a number of less imnortant mea­
sures, such as the Bible in State. Schools Bill 
the consideration o~ which o~cupied thi~ 
Council for five or SIX 'Ieeks, and w>ich wm 
not l•e of munh benefit to the country, we 
should have had more hme to discuso an im­
portant propocal Jik, that now submitted to 
the H'?use. I have much pleasure in suprort­
mg- this proposal, and I <'ongrntulate th • Go­
ve~nment on having brought it forward. I 
thmk the pres,·nt g·pncration and the comin"" 
generation of QucenslandePs will have reaso~ 
to fee~ <'"rateful tD the Government for havinC( 
the w1sdo~ and c?urage to revive th,e greUt 
statesmanhke scneme of Sir Thomas 
l\Icllwraith. \Yhen Sir Thomas J\1cliwraith 
propo~cd that schcmc~I, as a 1nember of the 
commercial co1nmunity in Brisbane was in 
favour of it. Not many per'!ons 'WAre in 
favour of it at that time, but since the-;; they 
have seen the error of their way, and now 
the _great bulk of _the mercantile community 
are m favour of this scheme. Tf the splendid 
statesmanlike scheme of Sir Thoma~ 
Mcllwraith had been adopted by Parliament 

and the transcontinental railway had been 
constructed, I am certain that Queensland 
would have been three times as populous, 
three times as pmductive, and three times as 
wealthy as she is to-da~·; and it is my belief 
that if this cdieme is adopted it will be found 
twenty-seven years hence that Queensland will 
be three tin1es as populous, three ti1nes as. 
wealthy, and three times as productive as it 
would have been. if these railways had not 
been constructed. In a new country like this, 
where V\Te h~ve ~o .much good pastoral, agri­
cultural, ana d::urymg land, and where there 
are no great inland watervvavs we havp no 
other means. of op_ening up tl;e' country than 
by constructmg railways. The more railways. 
we make in every direction where there are 
good lands, and where it is noesible to settle 
peopl0 on tlwse lands, the better it will be for 
the State. But in conjunction with railway 
construction we must have a better system of 
settlmg people on the land than we have at 
the pr?sent time. At present we attach too 
much Importance to the price we are going to 
get ~or th~· land. That sh_ould be a secondary 
consideratwn compared with the promotion of 
s~tt~en;ent. , As the Government increase the 
hab.Ilibes o, the State they should endeavour 
to mcrease the population by means of land 
settlement. In reclwnin,g the advanta~es to 
be gamed from the l•uilding of this li~e we 
are apt t? b: too much influenced by the fact 
that It Will mm·ease th0 number of our sheep 
to uO,OOO,OOO or ·:W,OOO,OOO, and not to give 
::mffic•ent attention to the question of inc~eas­
mg the nu~Iber Df human beings in the StatR. 
Human bemgs are, after all, the best asset a 
country cun_ have. \Ylwn we apply to the 
gi:eat financwrs of the world for a loan, they 
Will not ask what number of sheep or cattle 
we hav•", but what population we have, and 
how much have -.· e l'orrowecl already. \Ye 
n .... nv O\\e more p.Pr hend thtn most countries 
of the world: ~hercfore I desire to sound a 
note of v.·arnr~~,. rn counection v:ith this aspect 
?f the q'!estwn. :\lore important than the 
mcreas_e m _the number of Dur sheep and 
cattic IS an mcrcase in the number of peopl<; 
sett:ed on the land. I believe that last vear 
~oe oo1cr~.--.a~;;ed our P?pulation by somcthing~Jike 
-. , 0. If we contmue to increase the popu!a­
twn ,,t that _rate only, 1t will take twenty-five 
to twoi_Ity-S!X .Y~ars, to ~louble our present 
popflahon. \'\ lnle, thNcrorc. I am in favour 
of t.Ie construction of thie railwav, I think we 
?hould _pay great attent;on to t"he matter of 
mcreasm; the numl er of people in Queens­
land, S? t11at 1ove rnE:y have human beings here 
who will heln us to ptty the interest on our 
loans. It will no doubt be necoscary to bring 
out a. lot of mc;n to construct the railways 
compnsed m thiS scheme, but, if we bring 
those people here and do not settle them on 
the land. dircctlv the railwavs are finished 
they will leave tlio countrv. I am not afraid 
of the Government borro•,;ing the amount of 
money that will be requind for the construc­
tion of these railwa:y ,, or eyon twice that 
amount of money, provided thr country is 
properly handled. lYe have already borrowed 
£27,000,000 for railway purposes, and th& 
revenue from the railways constructed is now 
about paying interest on the cost of construc­
tion. 1lcan,vhile the country has enjoyed the 
indirect benefit resultinc; from the opening up 
of C'Ountry by those railways. A great deal of 
the money spent in times past, as, for in­
stance, that spent on the Cairns Railway, was 
not wisely spent, but notwithstandinor that 
fact those' railways are now paying interest on 
the cost of construction. \V e have not only 
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our own experience to guide us in regard to 
the value of railways, but we have the experi­
ence of New South \Vales and other States. 
I remember reading only last year a letter 
in the Sydney Morning Herald. The letter 
was written by a Sydney actuary, a very able 
man, I understand, in answer to some very 
severe criticisms which appeared in the 
Sydney Bulletin on the borrowing propensities 
of the Wade Administration. In that letter 
it was stated that in five years from that time 
if the railway freights and fares were not de­
creased-and in comparison with the rates in 
other countries of the world they were fairly 
low in New South Wales-if the railway rates 
were not decreased and the population con­
tinued to increase in the same ratio for the 
next five years as it had done in the previous 
five years, then the receipts from the rail­
ways would pay the interest on the whole of 
the national debt of New South Wales. I 
believe that only one-third of the national 
debt of that State is invested in railways. I 
watched very carefully if there was any con­
tradiction of the statements made in that 
~etter, and the figures adduced in support of 
,1t, but no contradiction appeared. The rail­
ways of most of the States of Australia are 
now paying interest on the cost of construc­
tion. The United StatE'S of America have a 
popul:;ttion of about lOg,ooo,ooo, and they h;we 
gone m largely for ra1lwav construction not­
withstanding the fact that "thev have gre~t in­
land rivers whit·h •.erve as national higlw.ays. 
The same kind of thing has taken place in 
Canada. During recent yc,ars there has been 
an enor1nous expenditure on railway con­
struction in the Dominion of Canada wit1J 
the result that the populat'on and tr'ade of 
the Dominion have rapidlv increased. I 
noticed a Teport in the Bri,bane Courier the 
other day to the effect that during the first 
ten months of the current financial vear in 
Canada the rcn•Jme receipts had increased bv 
£1,600,000. That is the result of railwaY con­
struction and land settiemeut in Canad;{. :'.Iv 
contention is that railway construction i; 
Queensland will be of comparatively little 
value, '.mless it is accompanied by a policy 
of s!"ttlmg- people on the land. It is im­
possrble for us to progress without railway 
construction, but we must also devote our 
attention to the equally important matter of 
settling people on the land. If we brino­
people here in times like the present to build 
these railways and carry out other works, and 
do not fasten them on the land, we shall find 
that as soon as a bad season comes they will 
go away. I do not think there is much I can 
add to what I have already stated. I under­
stand that the leases of a great number of 
the large pastoral propertiPs in the \V estern 
country will be falling in immediately, and 
from time to time large portions of those 
leases can be resumed by the Government, 
and grazing farms can take the place of 
the large pastoral leases in the West, and 
in that . way the population will be very 
largely mcreased. As I mentioned before. 
it is more important to have an increased 
number of human beings than it is to have 
a large increase in C;Jttlc. Desirable and all 
'as it is to increase our flocks and herds, the 
flocks and herds themsclve' will not pav tho 
interest on the large amount of money to 
be bonowed for the construe:ion of this 
Tailway. Smaller grazing areas. of course, 
will bring about an increase in the popula­
tion of the West ; but, for the most part, I 
must say that I am more favourable to the 
construction of rail ways in the inner districts 
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-to large areas of agricultural lands where 
large numbers of people can be settled--than 
I am to the construction of rail ways in· the 
Western country, where it wiil be never 
profitable to settle a large number of human 
beings. It is about two years ago since the 
present Secretary for Lands paid a visit to 
a place inland from Gladstone-Rawbelle 
Station, and when he eame back from visit­
ing that country he said there was a magnifi­
cent area of splendid land there, equal to 
the Darling Downs, and about one-third the 
size of the Darling Downs. He also made 
the statement that railway communication 
could be given to that ::listrict by the con­
struction of 70 miles of railway, connecting 
with the Mount Perry line. That is two years 
ago, and nothing has yet been done in regard 
to the construction of that line. It appears 
to me, much as I believe in this railway 
construction in the W egt.....:::"and I am not 
at all afraid of borrowing money for that 
purpose; I believe in the great possibilities 
of Queensland-but it appears to me that 
it would be a wiier policy for the Go­
vernment to try and settle people in the 
agricultural dis·tricts near the coast, by con­
structing railways in those districts first. 
The most important thing in connection with 
railway construction in the interests of the 
people of Queensland is, in my opinion, to 
construct railways to large areas of agricul­
tural lands in the coastal districts and settle 
people upon them. 

Hon. A. H. BARLOW: \Ve are doing that 
in the next Bill. 

Ho". P. MURPHY: I was going to say 
that that is a Bill I like e\ en better than 
this. I do not 'think we will make anything 
like decent .progress in the way of increasing 
our population until v?e con1mcncc to give 
away the land to the people for nothing, 
witi1 the condition that Hrcv reside on it and 
cultivate a~ c,~rt.ain portion" of it each ye>ar. 
That question ';;,'as mentioned by t.bc I-Ion. 
11r. Nielson a fe-,·\ nights ago in this I-Iousc, 
and I 'think the idea is a splendid one. 
The condition of simply compelling thE' 
people to live on the land and just merely 
fence it is not sufficient, in my opinion. 
They should be compelled also to cultivate 
a certain portion every year when i·t is good 
agricultural land. Although we had no in­
crease in population for many years, to my 
mind we are becoming a little too elated 
over the increase of population we have had 
during the last few years. The increase is 
too small in a new country like 1his, where 
we have such a large area of unused land; 
an increase of 20.000 or 30,000 .to the popula­
tion is in my opinion infinitesimal, and it 
will take an enormous time to make any 
progress in the State if a larger increa,>e 
than that cannot be secured. I think with 
the large quantity of agricultural land that 
we still have unused--'there is the large area 
I mentioned at the back of Gladstone, and 
along ihe new line to be constructed from 
Mount Morgan along the Daw,on River 
there are million of acres of good land-and 
it appears to me that the Government are 
not acting wisely in not advertising this land, 
and giving it away for nothing. Free land 
is 'caking 300,000 p"eoplc a year into Canada, 
and I do not think we will have any proper 
inrush of a good class of immigrants into 
Queensland until we announce to the world 
that we are prepared to give land away in 
160-acre blocks. We can afford to do it. 
There is too much of an inclination to get as 
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high a price .as possible for the land. Take, 
for instance, the Atherton Scrub, where there 
is an enormous area of some of the finest 
land in the world, and which was discovered 
and opened over twenty years ago. How 
many people arc there now? T·he reason 
why there are so few people there is because 
we do not give the land away. It has been 
bought up by speculators and held by them. 
The law should be altered, and that country 
given away-perhaps in smaller areas of 100 
aeres-given away for nothing, under the 
condition that the selector shall cultivate 5 
or 10 acres .a year. The Atherton Scrub 
alone, pr<:>perly used, will some day or other 
carry more people •than there is in QueBns­
land altogether now; and yet there is 
scarcely any progress at all there no far as 
settling human beings is concerned. Sur­
vey' are being made and the land is being 
bought up, but there are very few settlers 
there. The land itself is splendid and some­
~hing is wrong. I cannot put my finger on 
what it is, but when von consider such a 
l":rge area. of splendid '!and having a mag­
nificent ramfall, •and which was <l.iscovered 
<JVer twenty years ago, has so few people 
<Jn it, we must come to the conclusion that 
we are not making the best use of our land. 
I would just like •to say I was verv much 
imJ?ressecl with the very' able and carpfully­
-dehverecl speech of the President the other 
afternoon. It is verv neccssarv befol"G bor­
rowing a large amoUnt of m-Oney -t; make 
a proper calculation as to hmv you arc 
going to find the interest for that monov 
as it son1otimes seriouslv inconveniences th~ 
Government of a count~v to be ovcrloaclecl 
":ith inde~teclnoss .. vYe l1ave at the present 
trme-I thmk that 1s a proper basis on which 
to calculate-at the present time we have 
as much debt per capita LIS any c<Juntry in 
!he world, and we should be very careful 
mclcecl before we borrow further large 
amounts of money, no matter for whwt pur­
J?OSe they are requ!red, until we largely 
mcrease our populatwn. I have the great­
est confidence in the capacity of this countr,\­
to carry a gone! number of people. I think 
the railways p:oposed by the Government, 
and m<Jre particularly the coastal railwaY 
·wi!l be of great advantage to the State: 
W1th these few remarks I will clo,e. I wish 
to say that I will give this railway proposal 
my su•ppol't. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

* HoN. F. CLEWETT: I would like to make 
a few remarks in connection with this sub­
ject before we pass the second reading of the 

· Bill, and the remarks of the Hon. Mr. 
Murphy have reminded me d a subject which 
has been before this Chamber at various 
times previously. T~at is the matter of giving 
away the land to mduce population. That 
is a policy which, whenever an opportunity 
has occurred, I have always advocated and 
I am very glad indeed to see that ;tliers 
are coming to take the same view which I 
have had, and that is that the land is no 
use _unless it is occupied and make repro­
ductiVe. Every settler and every individual 
who acquires an interest in the land is a 
valuable asset to the country, and the more 
of them there are the more prosperous the 
country will be. That being so, it pleases 
me to see that others are now taking that 
view-there may have been others before, 
but I do not remember having heard them 
aclvocnte it. In connection with the railwav 
proposal, I have very much pleasure in adci'­
ing my congratulations to those which have 

been expressed previously in connection with 
the scheme which the Government has intro­
duced, and I hope it will get the support 
neoossary to give it effect. I am very pleased 
indeed that it has at last been found necessary 
to have a policy of advancement in connec­
tion with the opening up of the country by 
means of railways. The scheme no doubt is 
a very large one, and will require to be very 
carefully handed; but, if financial arrange­
ments can be made in such a manner as to 
show there is a reasonable prospect of suc­
cess in dealing with the matter, I thinK it is 
one that should get the most favourable con­
sideration which the Council can give it. 

The labour question is entitled to 
[7.30 p.m.] careful consideration. We are 

given to understand-and I be­
lieve it is quite correct-that the labour 
available in the conn try is not sufficient for 
present requirements. It is therefore highly 
essential that a large scheme of immigration 
should be initiated and carried on continu­
ously. A great deal has been said about a 
vigorous immigration scheme, but for certain 
reasons, into which it is not necessary for me 
to enter, it has not been carried into effect. 
I hope that state of things will now be altered, 
and that there will be sufficient people 
brought here to enable this work to be 
carried throng h ancl also to settle the country. 
I am very pleased to see such a large scheme 
brought forward for providing the back 
country with communication. Until some­
thing of this sort is upclertaken, there is 
hardly sufficient inducement for men with 
capital and exper;ence to bring the vVestern 
country into profitable occupation. No 
doubt it will require a great deal of com.idera­
tion, but, if the financial arrangements can 
be placed on a satisfactory footing, the con­
struction of this railway must uncloubteclly 
conduce to the profitable occupation of the 
Western country. The Ron. Mr. Murphy 
has indicated that he would prefer ra'l ways 
nearer the coast with a view to settling an 
agricultural population. It is very necessary 
that a scheme of that character should be 
carried out, and an attempt is being made 
to carry out such a scheme in C'onjunction 
with this proposal to open pastoral country. 
A great deal has been said from time to 
time about our indebtedness in connection 
with existing railways. I have often put this 
question to people, " What would this country 
have been if our present railways had not 
been built?" Those railwavs are a valuable 
asset, and the capital invested in them is ru 
very small matter compared with the ex­
penditure in a similar direction in other 
countries. It is not a burden on the State. 
On the contrary, at the present moment it 
is producing an amount of surplus revenue 
which is being used for other purposes. In 
this connection I have long thougoht that all 
surplus railway revenue and all revenue de­
rived from Crown lands "hould be invested in 
railways and other works which are calcu­
lated to open up the country. Queen~land is 
more dependent upon communicatiOn by 
rail than almost any other country I know, 
in consequence of the absence of navigable 
riverS' inland. The pastoral and the agricul­
tural industries rPquire wet weather for their 
succ<Jssful pros,,:-~cution. but over a lar.rre ex4 

tent of country, when the surface is wet, the 
settlers might just us well sit clown and wait 
for sunshine, as they can do comparatively 
nothing. Railway communication is absolutely 
essential for the conduct of their operations. 
In the light of this circumstance, it is almost 
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unnecessary to dwell upon the necessity for 
such a railway as this. The Hon. Mr. 
Th~·nne pointed out yesterday the :position 
whwh the merino wool industry occup'es in 
our Western country. and that view of the 
matter is entitled to consideration. The im­
provement which has taken place in the 
condition of the sheep and wool industry of 
late years is <;leserving of commendation. I 
remember the time when quality was not so 
much the object of the pastoralists as num­
bers. Values were alwa vs estimated at so 
much per head. I am pleased to note that 
more attention is now being paid to quality, 
and that a larger return is being obtained 
from a considerablv smaller number of stock. 
That is a development which is deserving of 
every encouragement. The Han. Mr. Camp­
bell made s9me reference to country with which 
he said I was familiar. The country to which 
he more specially referred was the spinifex 
country between the Nogoa and Thomson 
Rivers. I travelled ·Dver that country, and 
had some material influence in brtnging it 
into occupation by marking roads and other­
wise about forty-five years ago. I have had 
opportunities of becoming conversant with 
what was being done in tl;lat country, and in 
the country further west. I am safe in say­
ing that it is owing to the fact that means of 
communication were established that it was 
possible to bring that country under profit­
able occupation. With regard to the pro­
fitable use of railways in connection with the 
removal of stock in .times of drought and ad­
versity, I may say that if it had not been for 
our experience under those conditions the 
value of this railway would not have been so 
well understood. But not only will th1s rail­
way afford the means for removing stock in 
times o£ necebsity, it will also afford facilities 
for bringing the produce of that part of the 
country to mark0t. In times of flood it has 
been impw,ible to move in remote parts of 
the country, and everything has been at a 
stand,till until, with the advent of dry weather 
and the drying up of the roads, people were 
able to resume thmr operations; and that 
state of things can only be altered by giving 
the countrv railwav communication. Then, 
in connect'ion with the occupation of that 
country, we have the question of immigrat:on. 
·without a large and continuous stream of 
immigration everything will be at a stand­
still, our markets will be limited, and de­
velopment restricted. It is therefore neces­
sary that we should introduce suitable immi­
grants in numbers sufficient to meet our 
requirements. With regard to the financial 
aspect of the question, I have confidence in 
the ability of the country to carry out th•s 
scheme, and I presume the Government would 
not have brought down this proposal if they 
had not fully considered that matter. I have 
much pleasure in supporting the Bill, and I 
trust the c.cheme will prove a succc~·s. 

Hox. A. GIDSO;'\: I think that olm0't the 
lnst word has J:ocen said on thic BilL Ncv<'r­
t helcP';, I should like to record my reasons for 
the vote I shall give on the question. It goes 
nrithout saying t.hat 1 a1n in fuYonr of the Bill. 
\Ve have be0n remincl<'<l tu-n'ght ahont the 
wonderful ,chcme of Sir Thomas Mci!wraith, 
by \vh1ch hfl- "\V:ls goin.cr to C'nnnect BriF>hane 
with Point Parh:r, on the Gulf of Carpen­
taria. When that scheme was submitted to the 
country I thought that it was a gr.eJ.t states­
manlike proposal, and I have not changed my 
opinion since then. The electors did not ap­
provn of the scheme at that t.ime, but many 
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of them have come to the conclusion since 
then that, while Sir Thomas )Iclh• raith might 
have been a little before his time in propound­
ing his seheme, they were considerably be­
hind the time in preventing him carrying it 
through Parliament. I was one of the mem­
bers of the Select Committee appointed in 1902 
to consider how we could tap the 'VV estern 
country, and connect the Southern with the 
Northern Railwav. I felt then that the day 
was not far distant when a eound capaHe man 
or J'llinistry would come forward with a pro­
posal to tap that country, with the view of 
saving sheep and cattle in times of drought. 
Many things have transpired in this State· 
since that time. and I am not at all surprised 
that we have in power to-day a Ministry at 
whose head there is a man with ambition and 
determination enough to carry out a great 
"gang-forward" policy which will meet the 
needs of our great \V estern country. I have 
not been there, but I have read much about· 
the country, and I think the scheme pro­
pounded in this Bill is a very reasonable one, 
and one that I am justified in supporting. At· 
the same time, I am in sympathy with those· 
who advise that there should he no haste in 
a matter of this kind. This would be aiL 
extraordinary House if all members thoue;ht 
alike on a great question like this, and r 
think it is well that we should hear both sides 
of the question. I have a. feeling that, unless 
we cccn work out a scheme which will enable 
us to settle people on the \Y estern country 
"hich it is proposed t•l make available by this­
railway, we shall not arrive at the desirable· 
result that we should have in view. i\1anv 
years ago squatters were the only people, an;!' 
tho quc-siion was alway·, cropping up whether 
we should legislate for sheep and cattle only 
or for people. I want to know if there is any 
land oub \Vest whore thc,,e railways are going 
on which men C":tn take up small selections. 
where they can grow a certain number of 
sheep and take the wool off them and bring it 
to market. I a.h:o want to know if there are 
portions of that land where agriculture can 
be carried on. I think I heard some han. 
1•1cn1h:>r say in an (11-rly stage o? th-is di""-.JHS­
sion that much of that country is capable of 
growing wheat. I should be delighted if the 
Minister can tell us that there is a possil<ilitv 
of settling thousands of people on tha"e lands 
as agriculturist·'· I understand that the rain­
fall in some portions is Ycry fm·ourable, and 
this afternoon an han. member read a quota­
tion from evidenc0 given hv :\Tr. Georrre 
Phillips to the effcct th c t the co-untry posscs~e" 
a supply of artesian water which mi"ht he 
Wlcoful for irrigation purposes. Tt should be 
~-ood fruit-grow.ing country as well as suitaLie 
for gtwsing- wheat and barley. I have always 
had a fcelin.~· that in that part of our (ireat 
Sia.te we shou1d have cities, tovyns, villa,c;es, 
and aQ'ricultural comlnunitic::, jr:t,t as '"e have 
on the Darling Downs. Surelv there are pos­
sibilities of s: ttlement in 'that direction. 
Surely there are places where men with 
families 1nay s~ttlc, and establish t.hriving­
communitim. If we are to carry out the great 
scheme foreshadow€rl by Lord Kitch~;ner, we 
must have a yeomanry class, and n0t simply 
squatters with their sheep and a few men 
';', ith do ~s to attend to them. Thero is not 
much to be gained by this railway if it will 
promote only pastoral settlement of that kind; 
and I do not know that I would vote for it if I 
thought that the only result of its construction 
would be that it would carry wool, sheep, 
cattle, and possibly a few horses. I want to see 
hundreds and thousands of people settled on that. 
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portion of the country-people who will assist 
to protect the Eastern portion of the State. 
General l!'eilding came to Queensland and 
joined with Sir Thomas Mcilwraith, or was 
a:bout to join with him, to run that great 

railway through \V e,stern Queens­
[9 p.m.] land to Point Parker; but as 

that failed he settled down in 
Canada, and he gave them the great trans­
continental railway that is running through 
that dominion. Without that railway, 
Canada would not be bringing in her 
hundreds of thousands of people a year. 
She has dry country as well •as '' e have, and 
this dry cultivation which is coming to the 
front now is being tried in Queensland. 
Vv_hen the peop1e come from yonder coun­
tnes, we shoUld be prepared to give them 
a piece of country that will grow wheat 
or: other product;s, and th~e railways of ours 
will carry them out and carry them in, and 
carry their products backwards and forwards 
and enable them to make a living. Surely 
the squatters out there, who lease 400 and 500 
and probably 1,000 miles of country, would 
be g,ad to let some ol the creeK-Sides ·as long 
as their leases, and get people to settle down 
1here and start as agricultural farmers ! We 
have been told. t_hat this is good land, and 
I thmk the Mimster told us that that rail­
way would be a complement to the Bill 
thwt we have just passed through this House; 
and, unless we make use of our lands by 
building this railway, I hold that we shall 
have failed in the great scheme which ouo-ht 
to. be ~ crec!it to this State, and ought<o-to 
'brmg mtD rt hundreds and thousands of 
in;tmigrant.i who 11 ~ll get a living in it and 
Will enrroh our ra!lWa\o enrich our cities 
and enrich the peot)le '~rh'o are cmninr::r to us' 
and will be a defence in time of need wh~~ 
defence is required. I haYe· a great ~·espect 
for the prtsent Government. I think that 
while ·they are working out these great rail­
way schemes which they have put before 
the country-the grPat,:st railway ccheme the 
country has <'Ver had placed bdore it­
and I ~ay all credit to them for doing it­
but while thc·y are domg that, and are pre­
par:ed tD spend £7,000,000 or £8.000,000 in 
laymg down theoo lines, to make the ,scheme 
a success they should dovetail on to them 
some policy L>y which we can c;ea1' some of 
the land for our immigrants, and give them 
a. homestead, and tell them ·there is a bcrrin­
mng and they will be indebted to the State 
for so much. I am not. sa\lnO' so·nel.tllllO' 
like that is not being done, bec;use I k;;o; 
sugar planters who clear their land, L>ai1d 
hou~·;es, and pwt do\v·n raihvays, and encvur­
age people to settle there and make hon1cs 
for themsolvc:'; nnd I do not qee '"~"hv the 
Go;;ernme:r:tt should not also do what the 
IndividUal proprietou of land in this &tate 
•are prepared to do, and nrc doing. In 
Canada they. do ~he san,c thing. In many 
places they g1ve lrttle blocks of hnd. ·when 
one. of the greatest Victorian writer> was 
commg from the old land and pa<sing 
thr~mgh Manitob.a, he was on board a large 
tram that contamed tame 300 or 400 immi­
g~ants who were going to settle down in tho 
wil-ds. On that train, and on trains that 
preced<;d _ii, the Canadian Government sent 
out bmldmgs. They sent out sch,.,ol-hDnses, 
churches, and all the conveniences for settling 
down the people contentedlv. Am I asking 
tx:>o much when I say the' Government of 
Queens2and should apply this in a small 
way at least, and say tD •tho immio-rants 
"We have a home for you." It might not 
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be a large house, and they could add to it as 
required. One of the Scottish Commis­
sioners when in this State· said, "We do 
not care •to advise our people to come out to 
this country. If we put them into one of 
these scrubs you have here and sav tD them, 
' Those 100 acres are yours,' they would look 
at the trees and the very sight of them would 
frighten them." They are not woodmen, 
and are not capable oi tackling the forests. 
Our older colomsts can do that. If we invite 
these people out, somo little attraction will 
have _to be made •to get them here. That 
is my view of it, and I should be very sorry 
indeed to think that this railway was only· 
put down for sheep and cattle. I think 
we ought to see that we make provision for 
men with their families, and if a man has. 
four or five ,,,ons and three or four daughters, 
and they are all willing to come out, theiL 
we should see tD it that they have land when 
they come here. I have thougM on the 
optimistic side. I have thought of the 
20,000,000 sheep growing up-of the lOO­
per cent. increase on our present flocks. 
That is a beautiful thought. If there will 
lbe 20,000 people growing those 20,000,00(), 
sheep, then I shall welcome them. We 
want to get the people to go out there and 
settle down and be the backbone of that 
great Western country to protect us down 
here. Then I thought I could see 2,000,000 
or. 31000,000 cattle there. The other day the 
lYlm!Ster told us there was more countr­
out there than there is in England, Irelan<'\ 
Scotland, and \Vales. Sure)y there is somt 
good land there too, and there are onljl 
36,000 or 4.0,000 people in that large amount 
of country out there. This is the thought 
that was running through my mind: Ws 
have not got the 36,000,000 there are in the, 
old country, •but we are doing right in askinoo 
for them;. and if we do that we will ver~ 
soon have a tDwn, and very soon have th~ 
dairying industry established, and we would 
have to _find a sect port for them, and the ·Sea­
port might not be very far away. It is. 
true that Normanton is not a very good 
place to get in and out of, but no doubt a. 
dredge would be able tD make a fine port of 
•that town. Then Point Parker is not very 
far away. Possibly in the Gulf we shall be 
able tD find a place suitable for ·a port. It 
IS our duty, knowing that we will have to 
spend something like £8,000,000 in the con­
struction of railways. to soC' to it ·that tho 
people are brought · intD this great State. 
If we do not do that, we have failed in our 
great _mission here. As regar-ds· water con­
serva•t!On, the.) have not to go very far 
down to get water, and they get rain occasion­
ally, and there is no reason why they should 
not put down bores to secure the artesian 
water: and no doubt the Government will 
~ave ·to do that to help the people. I think 
m the days to eome some of the voung men 
will have to t:"lke a leaf out of the book of 
tho Canadians. It is onlv four or five vears 
ago since the Canadian )"Jeople said "dome 
and ,~e ":il!, g-ive you this· land ;t 2s .. pe; 
aero. Vi h1,e some say that Canada IS a 
fine •country, it is only fi,, for a white man to 
live out of doors during some five or six 
months in the year. They can live out of 
doors in this State every day in the year· 
and "hy should we be afraid to encourag~ 
people to come to this State? . A Her thev 
are once here, they will think what fools they· 
were they di-d not come sooner. Let us see 
to it that these big schemes are not g-oing· 
to be somewhat of a burden on the State, 

H on. A.. GibsOJn.] 
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although I am pleased that those who are 
going to get the benefit of the railways w1ll 
have to bear the burden if the income is not 
sufficient to meet interest on tlre cost of 
construction. They won't be a heavy burden 
.if the building of these rail» "'YS will s;1ve 
those heavy losses of millions of sheep and 
<mttle, and they aro well able to pay what­
·ever tax you put on them for the carrying out 
.of these great schemes. I rum a thorough 
Quecnslander in my views of these scheme<s 1 

and I think there is a possibility of making 
these great railway schemes dovetail in 
with the land laws we are now passing; 
and if we tack on to that a great immigra­
•tion policy for the filling up of our empty 
spac~s, we will have done something, and 
those coming after us will be proud of the 
men who legislated for the State at the 
_present time. 

RoN. B. :FAHEY: 'l'his Bill is the biggest 
'railway project that has ever been su•b­
mitted for the .approval of this House by 
any Government in the history· of Queens­
land. The Mcllwraith transcontinental 
scheme, which was first promulgated in 1874, 
scarcely compared with this proposal in the 
magnitude of its national utility and pro­
gre.'sive possibilities. Nothing in the way 
of railway con•,truction ever propounded by 
an Aust.ralian State compares with it-not 
even the South Australian transcontinental 
scheme. In attempting that scheme that 
State exhibited more ambition than wisdom, 
although ~m a national point of view it is 
a veq inspiring and fascinating proposition, 
and v>as perhaps deserving of a great deal 
more succeH than has attended it so far. 
But in the opinion of some of the foremost 
men in Australia-even ;ncluding some be­
longing to South Australia itself-it was 
held that from its inception the scheme was 
too gigantic an undertaking for u. countr:; 
with such limitations in population, natural 
resour•ces, and revenue. And so it he"·J provPd. 
I ,cc,ee that hon. members in this Chamber also 
consider the scheme now before us somewhat 
ambi t'ious and costly. Some very stwmg 
spocchr"s advcrscl7 criticcsing the schcrnc 
have been made in this Chamber, notably 
that ·of the President. His ·opecch was a very 
trenchant criticism. He ques'tions the 
accuracy of the information whieh has been 
placed before us by the J'l!Iinister in ehargo of 
the Bill, and he questions its wisdom. In 
fad, his speech was a very eloquent ·condem­
nation of the whole scheme. But surelv those 
who know Queensland should realis'e that 
this scheme is not bcvond her financial 
capacity. The immensity of the national 
resources, and the undeveloped wealth of this 
State; its rapid progrec.s and its industrial 
development even during the last seven years, 
and becoming more profitr,ble and promising 
as each succeeding year opens up fresh 
channels for the investment of capital and 
the employment of its inereasing population­
these arc guarantees which warrant our .pro­
ceeding with such a •scheme. There are verv 
few members in this House who will nC:t 
realise that these are national guarantees 
that amply jus·tify this undertaking, anrl 
afford more than an adequate assurance of 
its succcbs. There arc probably only a few 
bon. members who, from travel and pcr:,onal 
-observafion, have full knowled"'e of the 
many e\"idencc3 this State aff01:'ds of her 
;practically inexhaustible natural resources. 

[Hon. A. Gibson. 

Those resources are not confined to any one 
corner or to any one district of her huge 
territory. They are pretty evenly spread 
by nature throughout ev-ery one of her three 
great divisions; and consequently, if a liberal 
expenditure of public money is devoted to 
a judioiousiy supervisod immigration policy 
-which should be the logical ·Complement of 
this great railway scheme-the popura'tion 
~and revenue of this State vvill have more 
than doubled in twenty years. For obvious 
Dcasons, due to navigable facilities on her 
coast line, the cities of Queensland are 
not likely to vie in size and population with 
8ydney and Melbourne; but in rural popu­
lation-that is, in the populatwn employed 
in the primary industries-in tw.enty ;rears-;­
at least in twenty-five years-w1th th1s rall­
way scheme in existence, it will be far ahead 
of any 8tate in th11 Commonwealth. . ~f those 
who are charged with the responsrbrhty of 
the government of this country will so ,shape 
their policy as to introduce a proper immi­
gration system, nothing can possibly prevent 
t.lueensland from bemg far ahead of any 
State in Australia in thirty years in the de­
velopment of her rich natural resourc~s. At 
the time the United States of Amerwa de­
clared their independence the population of 
the country was 3,500,000. I could not get 
the information to-day, but I belieye her 
population at the beginning of the last 
century was about .'\,000,000. During the 
whole of last century the most remarkable 
flow of immigration known to history was 
directed from practically every part of the 
earth to the United States of America. It 
is recorded that in one year 1,250,000 found 
their way into the country; and, according 
to the recent census, her population at the 
present moment is 101,000,000. Such an in­
stance of national development is not known 
in the history of nations. Some of the re­
views have recently been reminding the 
authorities in that great country that the 
population has now more than overtaken the 
development of the country-that is, that 
the development of the country is not suffi­
cient to employ profitably the various un~ts 
of its population. They are gradually reahs­
ing that the natural increase of their own 
population is likely in the future to be ade­
quate to meet the industrial requirements of 
the country; and for that reason they have 
recently adopted measures to restrict the in­
gress of foreigners. Every year they are 
making those restrictions stricter and stricter. 
In fact, only this year no less than 50,000 of 
their own people have crossed the border and 
gone to Canada. When the rigour of the 
Canadian winter becomes more widely known 
and more pre,ctieally experienc~ed by those 
who have to undergo the ordeal, it must 
nec0ssarily benefit Queensland, by necessarily 
directing attention to the boundless resources 
nf this State and making them more widely 
known ; and the restrictions that arc now 
<being placed upon immigration into the 
United States must turn the attention of the 
people of other countries to the attractions 
whieh .are offered by this State. In no age in 
the world's histon has there been so much 
movement and t{nrest as in the pi"osent 
amongst the people of the earth. The modern 
discoveries of science have completely revolu­
tionised the conditions of human life, and the 
more adventurous of the peoples of tho over­
crowded nations are constantly taking ad-
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<vantag_e of the opportunities offered by 
countries le~s populous than their own to 
improve their position and acquire wealth­
which really seems to be the dominating 
factor of the human mind at the present 
day, as religion scPms to be looing fast 
its restraining influence upon mankind. 
Queensland, to those who know her, has no 
limitations to her great rec•ources. She has 
bountifully bestowed upon her by Nature 
resources that constitute the basis of national 
greatne.ss, national wealth, and national 
growth. Unless we avail ourselves of the 
means that economic science has placed at 
our .~ervioe and make national use of them, 
.other nations, possibly some of our neigh­
bours who are suffering from earth hunger, 
may prove to us within tho next ten or 
twenty ·years that they arc more worthy of 
±hem than we are. \V e have .a country un­
surpa,sed in wealth and natural resources bv 
any country on the face of the earth-'a 
country, not flowing but literally ov0rflow'ing 
with milk and honey in the strictest sens3-
-a country with an area of 670,000 square 
miles, and only half a million of people, .who 
ar·e settled along the fringe of a portion of 
its extended coast. There is not one man 
to 20 square miles in the balance of this huge 
rich country, and wore it not for the world­
wide influence of the British Navv not onlv 
'Queensland, but the whole of this vast con­
tinent, w'?u!d be a most tempting bait to 
other natwns . whose teeming JWop!c .re a 
menace to then own Governments and arc 
becon1ing insurrectionary and du~linin<r to 
aoc~pt the o£· ablished ord·or of thnir 

0

own 
·oountry. If the railway now proposed is 
completed within the next six or •sen·n :vPars 
it will bring .about what tho countrv 'need~ 
more urgently than anything <.:'isP, a~nd that 
is the· power to protect itself. It is c.'sential 
that a sparsely populated countrv like this 
should ·encourage imrnigration in' c n~ry 1Yav 
pos~iblo, even at considerable expense. Th(~ 
ultimate object of this proposal is to develop 
ihe great resources of the country, and to 
induce people to como into the State and 
settle on our rich bnds, and make them a 
great deal more profitable to tho lco;soc :end 
to the State than they are at pr:·sonc. Ev:>rv 
man and woman who is indu\12d to coil''· t'o 
this cou11h·y·~ \vhether fro1n abroad or from 
the neighbouring StatBs, is a unit to reduce 
its cost indirectly and bring in 1 dir·ect 
revenue to the State of £1 5s. This is 
one of the bPst projects that we he.vo had 
before us for increasing our population, and 
inducing people from neighbouring StatP~ to 
settle on the countrv and crco.te "· mor' pro­
gressive system of development. I have v~rv 
much pleasure in Baying that I shall suppo1~t 
thf' Bill, as the proposal embodied in it is 
one of the gree<test national undertakings 
that has ever been suggested by any Govern-
ment in Queensland. · 

HoN. A. H. B.\RLOW: I have often pon­
der.ed over the p1·oblmn of immig-ration. I 
heheve that Canada gets the number of immi­
grants she does because it, is so near to the 
·old country, and bec>tuse in the earlv dav;i-I 
do not know whether it is so nov:~the i.reat 
Canadian Railway Company had large grants 
of land and gave aw;Jy that land in altt•rnate 
blocks in order to make the dher hlocks mor0 
saleable. \Vhen I was i\1inister for La,nds I 
tried an experiment in communal settlements 
with the sanction of Sir Thomas McTlwraith: 
·who was then Premier. \Ve fed and clothed 

the people m those settlements, and found 
them in tobacco and matches, and hon. gentle­
men know what a fiasco they were. With one 
-exception, I beliove, the whole experiment 
was a rank failure. My own opinion is that 
if any attempt were made at immigration on 
a large scale, the Federal Government would 
find a way to block it, as there is an under­
current of objection against any real, bond 
fide scheme of immig-ration. 

Hon. G. W. GRAY: Petty jealousy between 
the States. 

HoN. A. H. BARLOW: No; it is not that . 
It is a desire to keep people out of the country 
for reasons which are too obvious to require 
mention. \Vith regard to the financial aspect 
of this question, the Loan BJ]] which is to be 
proposed will include the total amount re­
quired-that is, 8omething under £7,000,000. 
The actual estimate of the Commissioner is 
£6,747,000. The borrowings will extend over 
seven years, and the burden for those seven 
years will be about £2-i5,0GO. That will be 
met by increased railway receipts, and in-. 
creased prustoral rents. The \Vater Conserva­
tion and Utilization Bill, which is a corollary 
to this measure, wil! pro\ ide means that will 
ena.ble country to be worked in time of 
drought. There must be an increase of settl~·­
ment and an incret"3e of traffic. But ther<> is 
one thing which has been overlooked alto­
gether in the debate. and that is that tlwse 
railways will be guaranteed to tho extent of 3 
per cent. Every one of the railway~ built. out 
of the £10,000,000 loan had to stand on its 
own bottom, but these railwan will be ,:uar­
anter~d to th0 extent of 3 pN' 'cent. The ~·only 
contribution that will fall on the Government 
will be tL, contribution made by the Trea­
surer in respect of unsettled lands, Fhich are 
in the handc of the Goyernment and a1·e not 
subjcct to pastoral rents. Of course, this is .a 
bold &·,heme, and v·e have to go boldly to the 
money market. I have· not much fear about 
the conversion of the loan.3 J.hat are becoming 
duB: the Treasurer has no fear about it, and 
he has instruct~d me to say so. The whole of 
these things arA in the h;md•< of one or two 
financial men in London, to whom a loan of 
£10,000.000 is a. mere ReBhite, nnthing more 
than a loan of ,c10.000 would be in Brisbane, 
It has been said that i\rr. Amos is a survevor 
and nothing else. I have it on the authot:ity 
of the Railway Commic,.ioner that J\fr. Amos 
"ha,; had a very Iar:ce experience not only in 
surveying for railway routes but in examining 
and reporting on different classes of oountrv 
in widely separated districts, taking into con­
sideration the commercial and financial proba­
bilities. He has done this kind of work for 
very many years." So that :Mr. Amos is not 
merely a railway survPyor. !VIr. Thallon also 
gives a remarkable fact about New South 
Wales, and the number of ·shPep it carries as 
compared with Queensland. He says--

! wh;h to point nut fnrther that :"-ew F!nuth WalPs. 
with ».n arf'a of 810.000 sqnare mile~. lms 4,6.000.000 
l'lleRp, nn ~veragA of 148 pPr ~flU~Ire mile, 1.vhilP Queens, 
land. with an area of 670,000 ~qn~re rnilrs h'lS nnw only 
20/JOO,OOO sheep. nn avprage of 30 TW"' f'qnare mil..;. 
In other W{1!'0.H, QuePnl'l:-~nti ha!'l more tlum donh]p, the 
area of Xew Sonth ·wales, anU le..:s than half the sheep. 

It may be said that New Sonth \Vales country 
is better than our•.. Poseibly sonw of it m.•y 
be, but I say that in the Broken Hill district 
there is some awful c-mntry~ \Ve have some 
awful country in Cape York Peninsula, but 
they have quite as much bad country in New 

Hon. A. H. Bark'1o-] 
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South ·wales. I think this scheme is a reason· 
,able one. Like <everything else in life, it is 
a leap in the dark. When we selected our 
partners for life, it was a leap in the dark. 

Hon. F. I. POWER: You did not think so at 
the time. - · 

HoN. A. H. BARLOW: No; but I think 
the fact is very palpable that every undertaking 
of human beings is to a certain extent a leap 
in the dark. I am convinced that this scheme 
will work out satisfactorily. I am moreover 
convinced that it is an absolute necessity in 
the matter of defence. 

Hon. A. NORTOC'l: But you want to settle 
people on the land. 

HoN. A. H. BARLOW: We want to settle 
people on the land, and if we are going to 
defend ourselves we must have this scheme. 
Let anyone look :>t the map of New South 
Wales. Of course everything is centred in 
Sydney, which is like a huge spider. There 
is no use taking up further time, as hon. 
members have received a great deal of infor­
mation from other hon. members. I trust the 
Bill will now be read a second time. 

Question-That the Bill be now read a 
second time-put and passed. 

COMMITTEE. 

Clause 1 put and passed. 
On clause 2-" Construction of Great West­

ern Railway approved"-
HoN. F. CLEWETT: Before the clause was 

passed, he would like to make a few remarks 
in connection with Section C. In regard 
to that scheme. he thought there should be 
some alteration in connection with the link­
ing-up proposals. He did not think the 
scheme would be complete unless there was a 
connection between Longreach and \Vinton, 
and he would like to have it put on record 
that he had pointed out the necessity for that 
connection. 
* RoN. W. H. CAMPBELL: With regard to 
Section B, he would like it put on record 
that he thought it would be a far better plan 
~f the Government commenced at Longreach 
rnstead of at Blackall, because there was a lot 
of _very inferior country between Blackall and 
\Vmdorah. At the present terminu,s of the 
railway survey at ·Welford. after heavy rains, 
the country was in a swampy condition for 
several weeks, and there was plenty of flooded 
country between that point and \Vindorah. 

Question put and passed. 
The remaining clauses of the Bill and 

Schedules I. and II. were put and pas~ed. 
The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN re­

ported the Bill without amendment; and the 
report was adopted. 

THIRD READING. 

On the motion of the Ron. A. H. BARLOW. 
the Bill was read a third time, passed, and 
ordered to be returned to the, Le~>;islative 
Assembly, by message in the usual for~. 

POSTPONEMEN1' OF ORDERS OF THE 
DAY. 

HoN. A. H. BARLOW: I beg to move that 
Orders . of the Day ~ os. 2 and 3 be post­
poned till after the cons1deration of Orders of 
the Day Nos. 4 and 5. 

[H on. A. H. Barlow. 

The PRESIDENT: Is it the wish of the 
Council that the motion be put without 
notice? 

HoNOURABLE J'vlEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
Question put and passed. 

MEAT AND DAIRY 
COURAGE111ENT 
MENT BILL. 

PRODUCE EN-
ACTS AMEND-

SECOND READING. 

Question-That the Bill be 
second time-put and passed. 

[9 p.m.] 
CoMMITTEE. 

now read a 

Clauses 1 to 3, both inclusive, put and 
passed. 

On clause 4-" Payment in full to all certi­
ficate-holders"-

HoN. A. NORTON said that a number of 
certificate holders claimed interest on the 
money they had paid. Had the Government 
consented to pay interest? 

The ATTORNE,Y-GENERAL said that 
there was no claim for interest. The Go­
vernment proposed to repay, at the rate of. 
20s. in the £1, all claims that came in before 
1st July next, and to devote the balance to; 
certain specified pastoral purposes. 

Question put and passed. 
On clause 5-" Application of surplus; 

moneys''-

HoN. W. H. CA1\IPBELL understood fro= 
the Attorney-General that the total amount of 
the assessments during the three years they 
had been levied was £120,000, and £108,000 
had been already paid back to those who had 
presented certificates. He W!l>S advised that 
there was a large number of pastoralists, per-· 
haps not on very large stations, who never 
took the trouble to obtain certificates, and,. 
now that they knew they could get certifi­
cates, they were going to apply for them 
within the next six months. There was only 
a small amount left in the fund and it was 
hardly worth bothering about. 'If all those 
who were entitled to certificates applied for 
them, the whole of the balance in hand wonlcl 
be absorbed, as there was only about £12,00~ 
left. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL said that the 
balance in hand was £21,276, as the fund had 
earned interest. One of the main purposes in 
proposing to wind up the fund was to devote 
the balance to wiping out the deficit in the· 
diseases in stock fund, which amounted to 
£31,000. 

HoN. W. H. C.\:'\1PBELL asked if it would 
not. be better to omit paragraph (a), which 
proposed that the money should be devoted to 
aiding the chilled mcot industry, and para­
graph (b). which provided that it might be 
usf"l ~o aid "any industry that would help to 
get nd of 'surplus stock," and retain only 
paragraph (c), which proposed to aid the dis­
cases in stock fund. That fund wa,s for the 
benefit of all pastoralists, and by devoting the 
halanc_e to that purpose, it might save the 
necesCity for a further assessment. 

The ATTO;R-NEY-GENERAJ;.: Paragraph 
(b) was not m the clause .as mtrodueed in 
another place. It had been moved there and· 
accepted by the Se.cretary for Agriculture. 
~he clause only gave the Minister discre­
tionary power to spend the balance, and the· 
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amendment bad probably been accepted by thP 
Minister to save trouble. There was a special 
reason for inserting the paragraph referring 
to the chilled meat industry, as the :Minister 
wanted to give as sis lance to a shipment of 
chilled meat. That would not absorb much 
money. The main object, as he had said, was 
to reduce the deficit in the diseases in stock 
fund. 

Clause put and passed. 
The Council resumed. The CHAIRMAN re­

ported the Bill without l'Lmendment ; and the 
report was adopted. The third reading was 
made an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

OFFICIAL INQUIRIES EVIDENCE BILL. 
SECOND READING. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL said: This is 
a very short measure, and its object is to 
.supply a defect in the existing law. As the 
legal members of the Council know, a judge 
·or other person having power to hear and 
determine matters either by law or by consent 
of parties has power to administer an oath. 
Commissions and hoards of inquiry are often 
appointed to obtain information, perhaps for 
Parliament or for the Executive, and to report. 
the result of their inquiries. They have not 
power to hear and det<>rmine, therefore they 
have no power to administer an oath, and the 
result is that sometimes their labours are 
abortive, hecJtuse they cannot administer an 
oath, and compel the production of papers or 
the attendance of witnesses, and they have to 
send in incomplete reports, or reports that are 
not worth anything. The latest occasion on 
which this difficultv arose was in connection 
with ·some charges· of theft of tin that were 
preferred by certain persons against the mana­
ger of the Great Northern Mine at Herberton. 
A board of inquiry was appointed, consisting 
of Mr. Lee Bryce, \Varden and Police Magis­
trate at Herberton, and Mr. Horsley, the in­
spector of mines at that place; and it was 
discovered after the board ,., as appointed that 
it had no power to compel the attendance of 
witnesses or the production of documents, or 
to administer an oath. It was therefore con­
sidered that the inquiry would be abortive, 
and it was determined to amend the law in 
this direction. Similar difficulties have arisen 
in the other Stat'"'• and New South Wales, 
Victoria, South Au,tralia, and Tasmania have 
passed measures similar to this Bill. The 
Commonwco.ctlth Parliament has also passed a 
similar measure. Hon. members will see that 
it is proposed that the chairma.n or president 
of a commission or board of inquirv is to have 
the power to ,send for witness<>s · and docu: 
ments, and to administer an oath. A penalty 
is to he inflicted on any person who refuses to 
atte~d or to produce documents. or who re­
fuses to be sworn and give evidence. Hon. 
members will also see that clause 7 is incom­
plete. The intention is to give the Governor 
in Council power to make regulations pre­
scribing the scale of allowances to witnesses. 
That is a matter involving an appropriation, 
and therefore the clause has to be left in this 
incomplete form, as has been done on previous 
occasions. leaving the blank to he filled in in 
another place. I beg to move-That the Bill 
be now read a second time. 

Han. F. I. POWER: Is there any statutory 
provision for holding an official inquiry? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: No; it ts a 
·departmental matter. 

Question pnt and passed. 

COMMITTEE. 

Clauses 1 and 2 put and passed. 
On clause 3-" Power to send for witnesses 

and documents"-
HoN. F. I. POWER: It might be advisable 

to make provision for the appointment of a 
chairman. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The chairman is 
always appointed by Executive minute. 

RoN. F. I. POWER: Vv-ould it not be better 
to make provision for the chairman to be ap­
pointed by the members of the commission or 
board of inquiry? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: It might happen 
that there were onlv two members, as in the 
case to which I referred. 

HoN. F. I. POWER thought it would be 
better to deal with the appointment of the 
chairman in the Bill, as he was to have sole 
authority under that clause. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved thl'Lt 
after the word " commission" on the first 
line there be ill.'lerted the words "whether 
appointed by the instrument creating the 
commission, or otherwise.'' 

Amendment agreed to. 
Clause, as amended, put and passed. 
Clauses 4 to 7, both inclusive, put and 

passed. 
The Council resumed. The CHAIRMAN r~­

ported the Bill with an amendment. 
The report was adopted; and the third 

reading of the Bill was made an Order of the 
Day for to-morrow. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

HoN. A. H. BARLOW: I move that the 
Council do now adjourp.. To-morrow I pro­
pose to g-o on with the second reading of the 
North Coast Railway Bill, aft.er which my 
colleague will take the Rights in Water and 
W ·JtPr Cons0rvation and Utilization Bill in 
Committee. We shall probably have also the 
Assembly's amendments in the Mines Regulru­
tion Bill. 

Question put and passed. 
The Council adjourned at twenty-six 

minutes past 9 o'clock. 

 

 

 




