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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Tuespay, 13 DecevBer, 1910.

The Depury Speaxer (W. D. Armstrong,
Isq., Lockyer) took the chair at half-past 3
o’clock.

ASSENT TO BILLS.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER announced the

receipt of messages from the Governor, inti-
mating that His Excellency had assented to
the following Bills :—
Margarine Bill;
Harrisville School of Arts Land Mort-
gage Bill;

Mackay School of Arts Land Sale Bill.
PAPERS.

The following paper was laid on the table
of the House: —Papera in connection with
the pooling and sampling of cream at depéts.
in the West Moreton district.

The following paper, laid on the table
of the House, was ordered to be printed:—
Regulations under the Navigation Act of
1876.

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS,
REPORT 1N ** BRISBANE C'OURIER.

Mr., MULCAHY (Gympie): Mr. Depuly

Speaker, 1

I desire to make a personsal expla-
nation. Inthe Cowrier of to-day I am quoted,
or rather misquoted, as follows, in connection
with the railway proposals which were
before the House last evening:—

Mr. Muleaily said e had ascertained that the

money for the four lines was o come from the big
loan, and #2id he should oppose all four. He ob-
jected to big loans. Queensland could not afford
the money.
As a matter of fact, I did not make any
reference to loans at all, and a reference
to the shorthand report by the Hansard
staff will bear that out. That speech, I
helieve, was made by the hon. member for
Croyden, Mr. Murphy.

My, MereHY: Hear, hear! I made it all
right. (Laughter.)

CAYNDAH 7O MUNDUBBERA RATLWAY.

Mr. WHITE (Musgrave): I wish to make
a personal explanation. I regret very much
that I was not in my place in the House
iast night when the Gayndah to Mundubbera
line was being considered. The rcason of

u)sence was due to an interview which
the chairman of the Chamber of Commerce
and the Hon. (. F. Niclson had with the
Minister for Railways on Thursdsy last;
and I was informed that these Railway Bxlls,
including the line from Cayndah to Mun-
duubnra, would come before the House on:
Tuesday—that is to-day. That is the reason
why I was not in my place last night.

Mr. COYNE (Warrego): Mr. Deputy
Speaker,—I rise to a point of order. Is the-
hon. member in order in making a speech:




Questions.

about a Bill which has already been passed
in the House, because that is what he is
doing? -«
The DEPITY SPEAXER: The hon.
member may make a personal explanation
if it is purely a personal explanation.
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. W. T. Paget, Mackay): May I be
- allowed to say a word in explanation, Mr.
Deputy Speaker?
Mr. Coyxe: No.
The DEPUTY SPREAKER: No reply can
be allowed to a personal explanation.

PROPOSED NEW RAILWAYS.
Praxs, Erc.,, TABLED.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
laid on the table the plans, sections, and
books of reference of the following proposed
railway extensions:—

Blackbutt to Yarraman, 14 miles 62
chains ;

Miles to Juandah, 44 miles 6 chains; and

Bullamon to Dirranbandi, 39 miles 51
chains;

together with the Railway Commissioner’s

reports thereon, which were ordered to be

printed.
QUESTIONS.
MINING TNDER BUNDANBA RACECOTURSE.

Mr. KEOGH (Rosewood) asked the Secre-
tary for Mines—

Has a lease been granted to a company giving
them the right to mine under the racecourse at
Bundanba; if so, will the royalty derivable there-
from be handed over to the trustees for the pur-
pose of keeping said course and fences in proper
order ?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.
J. G. Appel, dibert) replied—

A lease has been granted to Herbert George to
mine under the racecours2 reserve at Bundanba, but
royalty, as provided by the Mining Act of 1898, is
rayakle to the Crown.

LapIES’ COoMPARTMENTS ON ROCKHAMPTON
Main, TRAIN.

Mr. BRESLIN (Port Curtis) asked the
Secretary for Railwavs—

1. Is it correct that on the Rockhampton mail
train, timed to leave Brisbane Central at 10.25 p.m.
on 8th December, 1910, there was only one regular
firgt-class ladies’ compartment?

2. Is it corect that this compartment was marked
‘“ Reserved ** ?

3. Why was it so ticketed, how many persons

travelled in it, what extra fees were paid?
. 4. Is it correct that ladies willing to pay sleep-
ing-car fees were unable to find adequats or any
accommodation in this ‘‘ Iadies only ” compart-
ment ?

5. Is it correct that an ordinary lavatory com-
partment, hastily transformed into a  ladies
only,” was very much overcrowded ?

6. Does the department know how many persons
the Health Department would consider sufficient for
%_ eo;npa,rtment transformed as in previous ques-
ion?

7. Has the department any idea as to how many
persong travelled in this compartment when it left
Brishane?

8. Does the Minister not comsider that the 4ime
has arrived when an up-to-date nightly service
should be instituted between Brisbanme and Rock-
hampton ?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
replied—

1. One saloon compartment (to seat sixteen) was
reserved for ladies.

2. No.

3. See No. 2.

4. I cannot say.

5. T have no advice of this:
6. No.

7. No.
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8. The present traffic does mnot warrant a train
between Brisbane and Rockhampton every night.

One <aloon compartment with lavatory accom-
modation was set apart for ladies, and ladies co}ll&
also travel in the other half of the saloon, which
was available for ladies and gentlemen. Both
sleeping-cars were full. Two ladies did make appli-
cation for sleeping berths ten minutes hefore the
train was due out, and it was then impossible to
arrange for them. The station-master reports
that the train was not overcrowded, and that no
application was made to him, nor was any com-
plaint made regarding insufficient accommodation.

Pusric SERVICE REGULATIONS AND SICK
LEAVE.

Mr. MULLAN (Charters Towers), for Mr.
Allen, asked the Chief Secretary—

1. To what date have the mew Public Service
Regulations in respect of sick leave been made-
retrospective?

2. Has there been kept a full and complete record
since that date of the whole of the time lost
ﬂn‘oggh sickness by members of the public ser-
vice?

3. If not, in what departments have there been
kept such records?

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Kidston, Rock-
hampton) replied—

1. To the date of the first appointment of eack
officer.

2 and 3. A full record concerning the majority
of officers now in the public service has been kept;
but, in all cases, the officer’s record, complete or
otherwise, will be taken as indicating the sick
leave which may be granted to him.

CHATRMEN OF WAGES BOARDS.

Mr. LESINA (Clermont) asked the Secre-
tary for Public Works—

Will he kindly place on the table of the House,
for the use of members, a return giving—

(@) The names of gentlemen who have acted,
or are at vresent acting, as chairmen of
wages boards;

(b) The number of boards of which one man is
chairman;

() The fees, travelling and other expenses,
received by each from the date the Wages
Board Act came into force up to the 30th
November, 19107

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. W. H. Barnes, Bulimba)
replied—

Yes.

LeAsE oF RAILWAY BOORSTALLS.

Mr. LESINA asked the Secretary for
Railways—

1. When did Messrs. Gordon and Gotch’s three
years’ leasc of the railway bookstalls expire?

2. Have fresh tenders been called, as is wusual,
for the stalls?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. W. T. Paget, Mackay) replied—

1. On 30th June, 1910.

2. No. In consideration of Messrs. Gordon and
Gotch erecting at their own expense a new stall
at the Central Station in a more convenient place
for the public (owing to the necessary alterations
to the platforms) it was agreed to extend their
leases for another three years at the same rental.

STATE ASSISTANCE TO BRISBANE TRAMWAYS:
CompPaNy EMPLOYEES.

Mr. BLAIR (Ipswick): I would like tor
ask the Chief Secretary, without notice—

Is he correctly reported in to-day’s Courier as:
having pledged the Government to render legal
assistance to the non-union members of the Brishane
Tramways Company ?

OpprosITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear!
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Mr. BLAIR: And secondly—

If he is correctly reported, on what principle
does the State render assistance to ordinary mem-
bers of the public?

OrrosiTioN MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

The PREMIER: I have not seen to-day’s
Courier.

Mr, BrestiN: You know what you said.

The PREMIER: The hon. member had
better give notice of the question.

Mr. BLAIR: T give notice.

ExTrRA REMUNERATION FOR EMPLOYEES,
PARLIAMENT HOUSE.

Mr. MAY (Flinders): 1 wish to ask you,
Mr. Deputy Speaker, without notice,
whether, in consideration of late sittings and
all-night sittings, any extra remuneration will
be paid to the employees—male and female—
who have been kept up to attend on mem-
bers of Parliament. (Hear, hear!)

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I may point
out that no verbal or written question can be
addressed to the Speaker in the chair.

Mr. MAY: May I ask a member of the
Refreshment-rooms Committee? I ask Mr.
Ryland to give the information. (Loud
laughter.)

Mr. RYLAND (Gympie): As a member of
the Refreshment-rooms Committes, I may
say that the question has not come before the
committee; but I am of opinion that the
officers referred to should be paid overtime in
connection with the late sittings of the House
{Hear, hear! and laughter.)

MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT.

STATE ASSISTANCE TO BRISBANE TRAMWAYS
CoMPANY’S EMPLOYEES.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER announced that
he had received from the hon. member for
Ipswich, Mr. Maughan, a letter stating that
he intended to move the adjournment of the
House to-day to call attention to a definite
madtter of urgent public importance, namely : —

The action of the Chief Secretary of Quesnsland
in using the public funds for the purpose of de-
feating the aims and objects of the Australian
Tramway Employees’ Association of Australia.

Mr. MAUGHAN (Ipswickh): I beg to move
the adjournment of the House.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is the motion
seconded ?

Not less than five members having risen in
their places,

Mr. MAUGHAN said: I make no apology
for having addressed what I conceive to be
a very important letter to you this afternoon;
and, in view of the action already taken this
afterncon by more than one hon. member on
this side by way of question, it will be con-
ceded that 1t is regarded not only as of urgent
importance, but of great importance, especi-
ally in the industrial world. Knowing, as I
do, that there is a large amount of work to
be transacted in the next few days, and
knowing that there is a desire on this side
to get through as much business as possible,
I have no desire to take up the time of the
House at any undue length.

Mr. FeERrICES: It is well worth the trouble.

Mr. MAUGHAN: A few minutes ago, whe:
the hon. member for Warrego gave Eo"cizve eol}
a question on this matter, and the hon. mem-
Yber for Ipswich, my colleague, called the at-
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tention of the Chief Secretary to the fact that
a certain report of a conference held yester-
day had appeared in this morning’s Courier,
the hon. gentleman said he had not read the
report of that particular conference.

The PreMIer: It is quite true.

Mr, MAUGHAN: It may be of use to the
hon. gentleman, and convenient to other hon.
gentlemen, if I take the opportunity of read-
ing exactly what is printed in the Courier of
to-day. It is as follows:—

MaxiNg¢ TROUBLE.

How Union Organisers do their Work.

The Tyranny of Unionism.

Brisbane Tramway Employees.

State Government Assistance Asked For.

The Premier Takes Action.

A deputation from the Brisbane tramway em-
vloyees, consisting of Messrs. H. Morris (secre-
tary) and F. B. Matthews (member) of the Protest
Committee, waited on the Minister for Public
Works (Hon. W. H. Barnes) last night, the Pre-
mier and the Attormey-General also being present,
to bring certain matters under the Minister’s
potice. They explained that the Brisbane tramway
employees, who numbered about 500, had been
brought under the Wages Boards Act, and em-
ployers and employed were perfectly satisfled with
the determination. The employees, in fact, wers
better off than any other body of framway men In
Australasia. A few weeks ago a representative of
fhe Australian Industrial Federation of Tramway
Workers had come up from the South, and going
among the men secretly, and without calling any
mass meeting of the men, had obtained fifty signa-
tures to a petition to the Registrar of the Com-
monwealth Court of Conciliation and Arbitration
requesting the registration of the Australian
Tramway Employees’ Asivciation. It was not until
the Southern delegate bad left that the general
hody of employees hecame aware of his visit and
its mission. Thereupon a mass meeting of em-
ployees was cnlled, when it was decided to prepare
a counter petition protesting against the em-
ployees being brought under the Commonwealth
Arbitration Court. To this petition no fewer than
9751 signatures were obtained, and the petition had
heen duly forwarded to the Registrar. That day
Wr. Morris, as secretary of the Protest Com-
mittee, had received from the Registrar a com-
munication stating that in the matter of the appli-
cation for the registration of the Australian
Tramway Employees’ Association the Registrar had
fixed Tuesday, 13th December, at 2 p.m., in el
bourne, as the time for the hearing of the appli-
cation, adding “Tf you have anything to urge
against the registration you will be given an
opportunity of addressing me on the date fixed.”
Now, of course, the men had no ovportunity, at snch
short notice, of being heard, and they wanted to know
what to do.

Mr. Kidston: The tramway employees have a
wages board. Has there been any difficulty among
the employees in working under the award of that
Board?

Mr, Matthews: No trouble of any sort whatever,
and no grievances.

Mr. Barnes: As a proof that it has worked most
satisfactorily, I have not heen approached since its
formation.

Mr. Morris explained that the men were organised
as the Tramway Rmployees’ Association. That
association was not registered. The men also bad
fheir recreation clubs.

Mr. Kidston said the remarkable thing about
the communication from the Registrar wag that it
arrived on 12th December, and the men were re-
quired to attend in Melbourne on 13th December.
He presumed that the men whoe were applying for
registration had worked the same oracle in Sydney,
Melbourne, and perhaps Adelaide, and obtained
the neceessary small perventage of signatures to
enable them to apply for registration. While the
employers and employees were satisfied with the
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determination of the Wages Board, why, in
heaven’s name, the men should be called from
Brishane to Melbourne to get someone else to mess
up their affairs he could not understand.

Mr. Matthews: We are quite satisfied; we don’t
want any third party interfering.

Mr. Kidston: I think it is unfair that the men’s
hands should be fixed this way.

Mr. Barnes: We have already the necessary
machinery which is working satisfactorily, and an
outside body comes and tries to cause trouble.
Surely we have a right to protect the men. It
shows what is going to happen if this Referenda
Bill is carried—-—

. Oprosrrron MEMBERS: Ah, ah!
Mr. ToLeY: That’s where the shoe pinches.
Mr. MAUGHAN:

Tt showsg what is going to happen if this Referenda
Bill is carried, and things are carried to Mel-
bourne. Pity the community!

Mr. Kidston : Before these men know where they
are they might be called out.

Mr. Morris: The Sydney tramway men ‘have
tried hard for eighteen mouths to bring us into this
wssociation, but we have ignored their appeals.

Mr. Kidston: It makes good billets for a good
many men if they can centralise all that sort of
thing in Melbourne. These men in Brishane
cannot look after their own affairs in Melbourne,
and would have to pay others to do so. Mea and
masters may not always be able to agree, but while
they are able to do so I think it is an outrage for
“a third party to seek to interfere.

The SuerETARY FOR PUBLIC WoORKS: Hear,
hear!

Mr. MAUGHAN:

Mr. Matthews: The object of the federation is to
get uniform conditions throughout Australia, and
get similar conditiong to those in Wellington; but
we in Brisbane have already better conditions than
in New Zealand.

Mr. Kidston: If they could give you a perfect
agsuranse that you would get 6d. a day extra, 1
think it would be a misfortune to give away your
own business for a mess of pottage.

3fr. Matthews: Exactly; tbat is what we think.

After further discussion Mr. XKidston said he
would arrange with the Attorney-General to tele-
graph to Melbourne on the following moruing, and
instruct counsel to represent the men, and put
+heir cass before the Registrar, pointing out that
they strongly protested against bemy registered.
He thought an attempt was being mzde to do an
injustice to the Brisbane tramway employees, and
he had no hesitation in helping them to protect
themselves. The Government would bear the cost
of representing the men, sines the latter had not
the meang to do so.

The deputation warmly thanked the Premier, and

withdrew,
I think hon. members will see that, after all,
no time has been wasted in submitting this
report to the House, because ve will be able,
as time goes on, to work up a good deal of
information in connection with this report.
T might say here that the primary object of
this party m taking action as we are doing
this afternoon is entirely in the interests of
industrial peace. This party, not only in
Queensland, but in the Commonwealth Par-
liament of Australia, has a policy, and from
its inception has always laid down as a car-
dinal principle industrial peace; and every
action, so far as I can discover, that it has
talken, whether industrial or political, has been
in that direction. I said a few moments ago
that no apology is needed for moving such a
resolution. As a matter of fact, there seems
to be—whether we like it or not—an all-
round conspiracy throughout Australia to
smash up the union movement.

OrposiTioN MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr, MAUGHAN: Go into what State you
like, whether in Victoria, New South Wales
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or Queensland, there seems to be a con-
spiracy—that is the best word—on foot to
smash up the union movement in the States
and in Australia generally.

Mr. Hamirron: And to use public funds
for the purpose.

Mr. MAUGHAN : I will not attempt to go
into the matter of the tramway workers. As
a matter of fact, it is well known in-trade
union circles that, while a very large propor-
tion of the men engaged with the Brisbane
Tramways Company are at heart unionists,
yet they have never dared, owing to various
circumstances, to take advantage of the trade
union movement. And why? The simple
reason is that they would have been dis-
charged. As a matter of fact, some years ago
six or eight men were discharged from the
Brisbane Tramways Company for daring not
only to advocate unionism but to become
unionists; and they were only taken back
into the employ of the company on condition
that they would have nothing to do in future
with unionism.

Mr. ’SULLIVAN: Is that freedom?

Mr. MAUGHAN: My special purpose this
afternoon is to take exception—and wery
strong exception—to the action of the Premier
of the State in using public funds for the
purpose which I have indicated in the
Courier report.

Mr. HArRDACRE: He has no authority.

Mr. MAUGHAN : As the hon. member for
Leichhardt points out, he has no authority
to use State funds, and his
[4 p.m.] action, I submit, in this connec-
tion is apt to do a great deal of
harm, to say the least of it, to the industrial
peace of Australia. In fact, I think it is
quite unprecedented for any Premier, whether
it be in the States or the Commonwealth, to
have gone as far as the hon. gentleman did
yesterday in supplying non-union labour with
funds to practically fight the union move-
ment.
Mr. O’Surrivan: What would he do if he
had charge of the military if he does this?

Mr. MAUGHAN: The Australian Tram-
ways Association are endeavouring to their
utmost to seck long-desired remedies at the
Arbitration Court.

Mr. D. HuxteEr: Not the association.
association was never consulted.

Mr. MAUGHAN: Yes. Having regard to
the fact that all over Australia there is a de-
sire, not only on the part of the workers but
on the part of the emplorers themselves, to
combine for mutual protection, I cannot
understand the object of the hon. gentleman,
who himself poses as a trade unionist, in
taking the action he has done.

The SECRETARY ForR PuBLic Works: The
Tramway Employees’ Association was never
consulted.

Mr. MAUGHAN: Ihave very little further
to add. As I said previously, I have no de-
sire to unduly take up the time of the House,
because there are many other members who
wish to speak, and I will simply content my-
self by again expressing my astonishment and
disgust at the action of the Premier in wutilis-
ing the public funds for the purpose which he
utilised them yesterday, and I simply move
the adjournment of the House.

The PREMIER: I am obliged to the senior
member for Ipswich in having saved me the
trouble of turning up the Courier to see the
report of that interview last night. I listened

Hon. W. Kedston. ]

The
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to him with a great deal of interest while he
was reading it, and I am very pleased to
notice that I put the matter so clearly

Mr_. O’SvLLivan: You are proud of your
handiwork?

The PREMIER: That I so clearly ex-
pressed myself, and if the hon. member
thinks he is blaming the Government for
something that the Government are ashamed
of, then he is entirely mistaken.

OpposiTioN MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
you!

The PREMIER.: The Government, in my
person, last night took this action, believing
1t was the prdper action to take under the
circumstances, and we are quite prepared to
abide by the result. We thought it was the
right thing to do, as I will show.

Mr. ForEY: You will see the result by and
by. (Other interjections by Opposition mem-
bers.}

The PREMIER: I will be glad to deal with
the result by and by. Hon. members oppo-
site are continually consoling themselves with
prophesying what iz going to happen in the
future. For five solid years they have been
consoling themselves with what will happen in
the future. )

Interruption by Opposition members.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I
must ask hon. members to cease interjecting.
The hon. member for Kennedy has made
seven interjections, almost as fast as he can
utter them, within the last half-minute. That
is too absurd altogether. I shall call him by
name if he continues to interrupt.

The PREMIER,: However, I will try to deal
with the merits of the case. The Hon. the
Secretary for Public Works told me last night
that a number of tramway men wanted to
interview him, and said he would like it if I
would be present. I asked him what the
purpose was, and he told me, and I said it
would be better to get the Attorney-General
to come also, and he rung up and got the
Attorney-General to come to the House so
that we could discuss the matter Together.
The story which these men told us—which
has not bheen questioned—the hon. member
for Ipswich has been good enough to read to
the House, so that I do not need to refer
to it in detail. The point of the matter which
struck me was this: That yesterday morning
these tramway employees got a letter from
Melbourne, dated the 8th instant, which
arrived here- on the morning of the 12th,
summoning them to appear in Melbourne be-
fore the court at 2 o’clock on the 13th in-
stant. If it was nothing but the ignorance
of geography which that registrar has shown
I should say he is not competent to deal
with industrial matters of this kind. But
that was not all. The date chosen—although
it made it utterly impracticable for those men
to take part in the matter—was not the whole
difficulty. To my mind, a much more im-
portant aspect of the matter was this: Those
men, who are going on with their work
there, are perfectly satisfied. They were
satisfied, and the cmployers were satisfied by
the mutual arrangement that had bicen come
to under the wages board, and why in
heaven’s name should any one seek to dis-
turb them? Why should anyone in Mel-
bourne or anywhere else seek to disturb
them? .

_Mr. HarpacrE: Why did those fifty men
signt the reguisition?

[Hon. W. Kidston.

Shame to
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The PREMIER.: If the employers and em-
ployees had formed a wages board and had
settled the conditions under which one was
to get wages and the other one was to pay
wages, and both parties were quite satisfied,
why in heaven’s name should anyone be per-
mitted to come in and interfere?

3r. HarDaCRE: That is not your business.

Mr. O'Svrravan: Two wrongs don’t make
a right.

The PREMIER: As the House knows
quite well, we passed a Wages Boards Act in
Queensland, believing that the best way to
settle industrial difficulties between masters
and men was to get the masters and men
to meet together by their representatives——
b Mr. Ferricks: We don’t want any masters

ere.

The PREMIER: The men who actually
knew the details of the business that was
being discussed, the men who knew what
wages they wanted, the men who knew what
wages they wanted to pay—to get them to
meet together and settle the matter in dis-
pute. I have nothing at all to show there
could be any better method of settling in-
dustrial disputes.

Mr. CoyNe: There could be a much better
method.

The PREMIER : There could be no better
way.

Mr. O’StrirvaN: That is your opinion.

Other interjections by Opposition members.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Hon.
members themselves have proposed this mo-
tion as being a matter of *‘ definite urgent
public importance.” Will they treat it as
such, and allow the Chief Secretary, who is
responsible for the Government, to make a
statement without interruption?

HoNourasie MeEwsers: Hear, hear!

The PREMIER : The professional agitator,
who makes a living out of his “pals”” in regard
to industrial disputes, or the revolutionary
socialist—(Opposition laughter)—who hopes
to so centralise the settlement of all industrial
disputes in one centre, to so organise all the
workers under one head, so that when any
serious industrial dispute takes place it will
not be an industrial dispute properly speak-
ing, but will become a social revolution—those
men may desire other methods of settling in-
dustrial disputes; but I believe now, and have
always believed, that the best way to settle
industrial disputes is to get employers and
employees to meet one with the other, per
medium of a wages board, or some similar
arrangement, discuss the matter pro and con,
2ive and take with one another—and I say
if you cannot settle industrial matters that
way you cannot settle them in any way.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. Coyxg: Did you believe that when you
signed the Labour platform?

The PREMIER: You cannot settle them
in any other way, and there is no way*you
can settle them cheaper or better than by
that arrangement. (Hear, hear!) In conse-
quence of the Wages Boards Act, which this
House passed, those tramway men were en-
abled to come to an agreement with their
employers, and arranged conditions which
were mutually satisfactory. Someone was
sent up from the South, who, without con-
sulting the tramway men themselves——

Mr. Corrins: They did not consult the
company.
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The PREMIER: Who did not consult the
company or the company’s employees.
Mr. MawN: They got fifty signatures.

The PREMIER: Who went round and got
this one to sign and that one to sign a
requisition to get formed into a federated
association of some kind, and the whole body
of the men after those fifty men had signed
—it was only after the men left that the bulk
of the men knew anything had been done.
It was then they called a meeting and dis-
cussed the matter and decided that they were
better off to remain as they were. I am
sure hon. members will admit that those men
should settle such matters themselves.

h({r. FERRICKS : That is what they are going
to do.

The PREMIER: I hope hon. members
opposite will admit that the tramwnay men
should be allowed to say what they consider
best for themselves.

Mr. Coyne: That is what we are asking.

The PREMIER: It does not look as if they
will be gracious enouch to permit them to
conduct their own business. In any case, those
men appealed against the action taken in the
South, and the result was they were sum-
moned to appear belore the court in Mel-
bourne about twenty-eight hours after they
got the letter; and naturally under the cir-
cumstances they appealed to the Secretary
for Works, who has the administration of the
Wazses Boards Act. What were those men to
do? They had not the movey to fce counsel
in Melbourne. They probably would have
had some difficulty to find out where to turn
to do it. They might have appealed to my
lawyer friend, who smiles at me, and doubt-
less he would have told them.

Mr. Corrins: Have they no organisstion?

The PREMIER: I have not the slightest
doubt if they had gone to a lawyer in the city
he would have put them into communication
with some lawyer in Melbourne, but neither
have I the slightest doubt 1t that he would
have charged the ordinary fee for doing so.
I micht just mention the fact that some two
years ago, or something less, the timber mer-
chants here were summoned to Melbourne in
the same way, and, in the same way, they
came to the Government asking for some form
of assistance.

Wr. Coyne: Financial assistance?

The PREMIER: For financial assistance.
They wanted the Government to fight the
matter for them in Melbourne, and T told
them at the time that I considered they
were quite competent to take their own part:
that T did not think they nceded financial
assistance from the (Government at all; and
they went and they did fight their own case in
Melbourne, and they won. But that had
nothing at all to do with the Government.

Mr, Coynm:
the two cases.

The PREMIER: But when the tramway
employees came to me, under the circum-
stances, I thoucht the matter was altogether
different, and I thought it was proper for the
Government to assist thoxe men.

Mr. HARDACRE: Have you offered the fifty
men who signed the requisition money to
fight their case?

The PREMIER: T told those men that the
Attorney-General would engaze a lawyer in
Melbourne this morning to attend to their
case in the court at 2 o’clock to-day. I sup-
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I think that was
under the circum-

pose that has been done.
the right thing to do,
stances.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

The PREMIER: I did not think that we
were justified in fighting the case of the tim-
ber merchants, who had money of their own,
or who had no difficulty in finding the money
to do the thing, but I think that in this case
we were amply justified in assisting these men
who had no money to do it.

An OprosirroNn Memser: They could have
appealed to the Tramways Company.

The PREMIER: I do not know whether
they could have appealed to the Tramways
Company, and I do not know whether the
company would have found the money.

An OrprositioNn MruBer: Of course they
would.

The PREMIER: I am surprised at the
gentlemen who passed the Poor Prisoners’
Defence Bill objecting

Mr. Coyxe: I would be surprised to see
you assist any bond fide labour union.

The PREMIER: They would give a vote
in favour of that measure, hut object to assist
these men exactly in the same way. I am
also surprised that hon. members opposite
have so soon forgotten the celebrated ** Har-
vester case’’—how the Federal Government
spent £2,000 to help the unionistz in that
case.

. Mr. Covxe: To help to tack up their own
aw.

The PREMIER: I find they spent £536. I
think I have said sufficient to show that the
Government, and I myself personally, are
not only not in any way ashamed

Mr, Murcamy: There is no shame in you.

Mr. MurpHY: You know the particulars of
the “ Harvester case.” State the truth about
that case.

My, Nevier: He couldn’t if he tried.

Mr, Hasmiiron: The manufacturers
defeating the law. 'That is the reasomn.

The PREMIER: The Government was
helpine the unionists, and it was a very good
thing to do. It was the Federal Labour Go-
vernment that was doing it, and therefore it
was a good thing to do. But this Govern-
ment i5 also helping the unionists, but, be-
cause it is the Kidston Government, it is a
bad thing to do.

Mr. HamDACRE: You ars making a very
weak defence.

The PREMIER: As I said, not only is the
Government not ashamed of doing this but
the Government think ther have done a very
creditable thing,

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. ManN: Will you extend the principle?

The PREMIER : Let me say that anything
I can do to prevent Queensland industrial dis-
putes being taken down to Melbourne for
settlement I will try to do.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

The PREMIER: It will be a bad thing for
the workmen of Queensland and for the
masters of Queensland when it is admitted
that they are incapable of settling their own
industrial differences—that they have to go
to Melbourne to get them settled.

Mr. J. M. Huxter: And come under the
wing of the Government.

Hon. W. Kidston.}

were
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The PREMIER: They can settle them
here, not only quite as well, but very much
better. The wisest way and the cheapest
and healthiest way for workmen is that they
should take a direct hand themselves in deal-
ing with their employers as to the conditions
of employment.

Mr. CoyNe: And you are trying to prevent
that.

The PREMIER: That some court should
settle it for them would not be half so good
for the workmen—no matter what wages they
got—as that the workmen should feel the
responsibility—-the manly responsibility—of
settling these matters for themselves.

Mr. CoysE: And lose their jobs.

The PREMIER: If unionism has done one
good thing for English workmen it is that~—
GOvERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

The PREMIER: That it has indoctrinated
it into the nation that their affairs with their
employers are their own affairs, and that they
are the men who have the right to settle
them,

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. HamirToN: Why do these men come
to the Government, then?

The PREMIER: The new socialistic doc-
trine that you are not to do it yourself at
all—that you are to get somebody elsewhere
to make nice conditions for you—is only the
doctrine of the cow in the field of clover. It
is not a doctrine for men at all, and it will
not make strong men and good men.

Mr. LEsiNa: That doctrine is not preached
by socialists,

The PREMIER: It is a bad thing for the
employers and a bad thing for the men. I
@hm.k the Government were in every way
justified, and if a_similar case occurs again
the Government will repeat their action in
this matter, and will help workmen in every
way possible to keep the management of
their own affairs in their own hands.

GOVERNMENT MrMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. BLAIR: I am sorry to hear such a
statement as that which has just come from
the Premier of this State. 1 do not think
there is anyone in this Chamber or outside
who looks at this matter from a dispassionate
point of view, who can come to any other
conclusion than that a scandalous misuse of
public funds has been perpstrated by the
man who, for the time being, is head of this
State politically.

Orposirion MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. BLAIR: One or two things which he
has mentioned, to which T shall briefly allude,
are nothing more than * red herrings ” simply
brought in with a view of clouding the issue
and taking the attention of hon. members from
what is the real erux of this question.

Oppostrioy MEewsers: Hear, hear!

Mr. BLAIR: First he made a sneering
allusion—one of those cheap sneers which are
g0 easﬂy, cast, and which reflect nothing but
discredit on the people who use them—to the
Poor Prisoners’ Defence Act. I would remind
him that he was the Premier of a Cabinet
which approved of that Bill, which assisted to
pass it, and expressed pleasure, on more than
one occasion, that it became law.

The PREMIER interjected.

Mr. BLAIR: The hon. gentleman jokes,
surely! Taking that one instance that he
quoted, the money of the taxpayer is paid

[Hon. W. Kidston.
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out for that purpose under the sanction of the
statute. To-day or last night the Premier
used money belonging to the taxpayer without
the sanction of any statute, and absolutely
against ‘the law. )

Hon. R. Puirp: Have you never done it?

Mr. BLAIR: Never in my life. If I had
done it a million times, would it justify this?
What sort of an interjection is that? The
next point is this: The Premier alluded to the
“ Harvester case,”” where the Federal Go-
vernment was supposed to assist certain
people by paying certain fees. That is an
absolutely false statement of the case.

OprosITION MEeMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. BLAIR: There 1s no other language
to characterise a statement of that kind. It
is not only misleading, it is absolutely false.
What was done in that particular instance
was to pay fees to test the legality or other-
wise of a measure passed by the Common-
wealth Parliament—and I would remind hon.
members on that side—passed by the Hon.
Alfred Deakin, whom they are now support-
ing. I think I Rave sufficiently dealt with
those two points. I saw this morning in the
paper an account of what my colleague has
read to the House. I, with others in the
railway carriage, was surprised that such a
thing had happened; and, further than that,
that it could happen in a State like Queens-
land. I can assure hon. members on that
side that it is causing surprise in many quar-
ters among their own supporters that such a.
peculiar transaction should take place at all.
I came down to the House, and I had not
time to frame a question; and, without know-
ledge that the adjournment of the House was
to be moved, I gave notice of those questions.
However, since then the adjournment of the
House has been moved, and I have had the
opportunity of expressing myself upon it. I
do not regard this matter from the point
necessarily of unionism or non-unionism at
all—that is a matter which can be dealt with
by unionists and non-unionists themselves;
but what I take strong exception to is that
there should e exceptional treatment of any
unit of the public or any aggregate unit of
the public. If assistance is to be given by
the State to any individual or body of indi-
vidusals to fight their case before any court,
where is it going to end? If the State were
going to provide legal assistance both in ecivil
and criminal matters indiscriminately,
would have no locus standi; but if excep-
tional treatment is going to be meted out with
the funds of the taxpayer—to be ‘handed out
to help——

Mr. D. HunteEr: This is an exceptional
case.

Mr. BLAIR: There is no exceptional case
whatever. It is tantamount to nothing more
than class assistance, and the Premier is
giving the whole case away when he states
that he would use the funds of the State to
resist any attack by the Commonwealth Go-
vernment on our own system of wages
boards. :

The Premier: I did not use the words
“ Commonwealth Government ” at all.

Mr. BLAIR: No; but you used words
which are tantamount to it, and I say that
the hon. gentleman is anticipating the ques-
tion of the referendum.

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. BLAIR: He is trying to get in one
first. I do not think that anyone who looks
at it from a conscientious point of view wilk
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say that it is a right thing to pay public the other things hinted at, just the same as
money to_assist any one individual of the the tramway employees are charged with in
pubhc,. or body public; it is class treatment— connection with the Commonwealth Arbitra-
exceptional treatment. What is the basis of tion Court. There is just as much in the one
},_1119 argur&ent ont whéph 1the 1?1-e}31mier relies? case as in the other.
e says they got notice last night to appear . .

on the 18th, and he immediate1§ consultgpthe Tl}el SFiCREirARY For PusLio Wonks: Very
Attorney-General and the Minister for Works, special pleading.

and they wired through to get counsel. What Mr. BLAIR: I sm surprised to hear the
was_there to prevent those fifty men from  Minister for Worls say that this is special
wiring through to get counsel? It does not pleading. I ask him, as a man, to rise after-
mean, when the case is coming on on the wards in his place and show wherein there

13th, that it is going to be held on that day. may be any special pleading.
The Premizr: If there is no defence. Mr. LEsiNa: Ask him as a Christian.
Mr. BLAIR: The assumption is that an (Laughter.)

adjournment will be asked for and granted, Mr. BLAIR: The wages boards were estab-

to work ub the case. . :
o g . i . lished so that the majority of the employees.
dThe Prevrer: But ‘.’Vhbh Wllg ask for the o the majority of the employers may go to
adjournment if no one is there? them just the same as the majority of the
Mr. BLAIR: What is to prevent them employers or employees may go to_ the Com-
from getting counsel? What on earth is the monwealth Arbitration Court in order to gain
use of splitting hairs on a question like that? jurisdiction. Where is the difference in the
There are fifty men there. two cases? I can assure the hon. gentleman
Mr. Hautrron: Two hundred and thirty. tho %as charged n(lfﬁwith spgectial plez.}c;hng
T W . that I can see no difference between them,
I\h..‘ BLAIR: Well, 230. T_l}ey are getting and 1 am ready to be convinced if he can
admirable wages, they ars living in comfort, ltor that opini That is an opinion which
and what is to prevent them seeing a solicitor % ‘11 " j: ~Opn}lllo?-' a idered pthis matter
and wiring through? I am not saying any- cntertam, Naving comsicers '

thing against those men, but it is a pernicious carefully. Tt is only right, that a member
principle to allow any body of men to make

should rise in his seat ’chisf aftﬁnoon and
: test against this misuse of public money.

use of the taxpayers’ money like that. They provest g

could wire throuzh; the solicitor here would (Hear, hearl) ~Hon. members on the other

get the counsel that he usually employs, and

side are entitled to their opinion just the
an adjournment would be granted to prepare same as hon. members on this side. But if
their case. There must be an adjournment

any hon. member on the other side can show
asked for mow, though the Crown' is paying me that it is right to use the money of the
this money. )

taxpayers to help any individual of the
. s . public, in a private suit—a private action—
The Premirr: I think it is very likely. or any body of individuals, unionists or non-
Mr. BLAIR: Then what is the use of doing unionists, to fight their case in any court,
anything of that kind? Why not tell the men  then I am satisfied. I repeat what I said ab
that you sympathise with them, but you could the commencement, that if you allow it iz
not use the t_axp&yers’ money. It is the most one case, where"is it going to stop? I say,
pernicious thing that I have ever heard of in in conclusion, that I think the Chief Secretary
Queensland. I am speaking strongly because  has done the wrong thing. He has done it,
Iftee}ll strgng:bly. Ifdthls House were conscious perhaps, hastily and ill-advisedly—-
of what is being done they would rise in a 7 TANN : + i
body and protest against such a thing. Mr. Maxx: He had ,&0 .do l.t' h
OPPOSITION MEMBERS : ) I Mr. BLAIR: But, in justice to the men
} 8: Hear, hear supporting him, he should withdraw from a

Mr. Lesiva: He has pledged all his sup- position which is as illogical as it is unten-
porters to oppose industrial unionism. able.

Mxt*._ BL%IR:' Apart aﬁtogether féom that DpposiTiox MEuBERs: Hear, hear!
question of unionism, there is a Common- S
wealth Arbitration Court established by the Mr. D. HUNTER (Woolloongabba): I am

Hon. Alfred Deakin or his Government, Tt  very . glad that this question has been
is the existing law now—the Commonwealth raised--very glad indeed. (Hear, hear!) The
law. Any individual in a union has a right hon. member for Ipswich said that there was
to appeal to that court, because it is the law a conspiracy throughout Australia to endeav-
of the land—not of Queensland but of the  ©ur to smash up unions.

Co;;molgwealth. Thev h OppogiTion . MEMRERS ;. Flear, hearl.
e PrEMIER: They e cich riv - ; .
them in. ¥ bave no right to drive Mr. D. HUNTER: I do not believe it.

Mr. BLAIR: Th i Vi ; There is no conspiracy at all. I do not hold
That Jsfthf:,,fallacy,of(i{r%e_iivhﬁfg_&ligi?g T]]?é with the Tramways Company at all in saying
law says a certain number can malke tz’mfp'lim_irhat'fche mgnflrr’th-elr emplo% should not have
tion and give the court jurisdiction. Ther a un‘on. Kvery man ought to have the right

has been no compulsion about that certain 10 join @ upion if he wants fo, and no em.
number: they have applied and invited the ployer should dictate to him whether he will

jurisdiction of the court, and the Premier join a union or not; but we take up this

now seeks to get behind the whele thine. He attitudeqwhen a man comes up from New
says that it is in conflict with the wages board. South Wales on the quict.

X%th regard to the ‘i’ag-‘:eSNboard. what is the A GoverxMENT MemBER: On the sly.
ifference in principle? None whatever. A

wages board is on]yt established if a majority Mr. D. HUNTER: He comes up here on

of employers or emplovees ssk for it. If a  t20 quiet and gets hold of a number of men
majority of the employees or em- and gets them to try to defeat a law which
[4.30 p.m.] ployers in the State ask for the has been passed by this House.
formation of a wages hoard, then Mr. LusiNa: Do you expect him to come
they may be charged with tyranny, and all up here headed by a brass band? .

Mr.D. Hunter.]
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Mr. D. HUNTER : He should have spoken
4o the men like a man. (Hear, hear!) He
spoke to the men like cowards, and he got
them to sign .a petition, and a good many of
them regret to-day that they did sign that
petition.

Mr. LENNON: Nonsense !

Mr. D. HUNTER: Why did that man
come up here?
the men in Brisbane?

OprosiTION MEMBERS: Yes.

Mr. D. HUNTER: No. He came here to
benefit the men in Sydney at the expense
-of the Brisbane men. He came up here
because he knew that the conditions in
Brisbane were better than the conditions in
.any other part of Australia or New Zealand.

Mr. Lesiya: That is not true.

‘Mr. D. HUNTER : He came here in order
to drag the other States up to the level of
Brisbane, and he sought to drag the Brisbane
men into the union. Thatis the position. As
Queenslanders we have a right to protest
against these men being dragged into the
Federal union. While I have contributed in
astrikes in the past

Mr. Lestva: You will again.

Mr. D. HUNTER: Yes; if the fight is
for a principle I believe in. I say that the
people themselves should be allowed the
right to decide the guestion.

Mr. HarpacRE: Which people?

Mr. D. HUNTER: The people engaged in
the dispute. In the past we fought the great
seamen’s strike, and what was the fight
about? It was because you woulid not have
a_conference between the men and the em-
ployers.

Mr. FoLEY: Nonscnse !

Mr. D. HUNTER : Yes; -the fight was un
that busis alone. The late coal strike in
New South Wales was of the same nature.
They said, “Give us a conference between
the miners and the employers and we will
settle it.” That is the principle of our
Wages Boards Act. The representatives of
the employers and of the men come together
in conference, and they settle all disputes.

Myr. TIARDACRE: Are they oppcsed to inter-
‘Btate unions?

Mr. D. HUNTER: It is the principle of
unionism for the representatives to come
together. In my own irade the men in
Brishkane would not allow the men in Sydney
or the executive in Sydney to tell them to
go out on strike. The men in Byduey have
absolutely no power to do that.

Mr. FoLey: Are you not amalgamated?

Mr. D. HUNTER: The local men settle
-all their differences and all questions whether
they shall go out on strike or not, and the
-only power the executive in Sydney has is to
say, “Will you do this or that?” If the
local men say, ““ You must do this,”’ then the
exccutive must do it.

Mr. FIARDACRE : Are you opposed to inter-
state unicns?

Mr. D. HONTER: I am opposed to
bodies which are being formed to defeat
the benefits received by laws passed in the
‘State.

Mr. Mann: Then why not extend them to
the sugar industry?

" Mr. D. HUNTER: I believe that all men
at heart believe in the principle that when
[#r. D. Hunter,
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you get a body of men collectively and a body
of employers collectively, they can meet to-
gether and settle their differences far better
than if you have them piecemeal. That is
unionism. That is the very principle which
we established in our Wages Boards Act, and
it shows that we believe in unionism. The
whole question before us comes to this: Why
did the Premier say he would advance them
this money? That is the question we have
to trouble about. (Iear, hear!) The hon.
member said, “What was to prevent them
from engaging a lawyer themselves:’ The
hon. gentleman knows perfectly well. He
knows that a great deal prevented it. Time
prevented them. {(Opposition laughter.) They
got that letter yesterday morning—I suppose
it was delivered at 10 o’clock.

Mr. ForLEy: It would not have taken five
minutes to call a meeting.

Mr. D. HUNTER: How could you call a
meeting of 230 members in five minutes? We
will say that the letter was delivered at 10
o’clock, although probably it was not so early
as that. They could not call a meeting in
order to take action.

Mr. Bramr: They did call a meeting, and
had the deputation to the Premier.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! 1 hope
that the hon. member for Woolloongabba will
address the Chair, and I hope that other hon.
members on my left will cease from interject-
ing. (Hear, hear!)

Mr. D. HUNTER: If they wanted fo call
a meeting, they could not have done it before
night. Even if they had been able to call a
meeting yesterday, it would have been the
fastest called meecting that I cver heard of.

Mr. Lesixa: They could hasve held it at
midnight. They held their first meeting at
midnicht.

Ths DEPUTY SPEAKER: If hon. mem-
bers will persist in interjecting I shall rise
repeatedly and call them by name to order.
These interjections are getting intolerable.

Mr. D. HUNTER: The members had no
time to call a meeting and arranye to be re-
presented in Melbourne. The whole thing to
me savours of a dodge to defeat the wishes
of the majority of the men up here.

Mr. CoyNE: Do you accuse the registrar of
that?

Mr. D. HUNTER: No. But if it i3 done
by any official, I would sav that it was done
for a purpose. The very fact that the men
were asked to appear in Alelbourne in twenty-
six hours is enough. Fanecy being called upon
in Brisbane to appear in MNelhourne in
twenty-six hours! Why, such a thing is only
playing into the hands of the lawyers.

Mr. Mvuzzax: The lawyers will
there now.

Mr. D, HUNTER: The Government were
perfectly right in a case of this kind, when
they saw that an injustice was going to be
done—when they saw that theve was no
chance of the men appearing in Melhourne—
to take action that would prevent an injustice
being - done to them by paying the expensss
of their representation in Melbourne.

Mr. MavenAaN: Could they not have gone
to a lawyer themselves?

Mr. D. HUNTER: Who could they have
gone to? Do they know any lawver in Mel-
bourne at all? Can the hon. members on the
other side tell me who they could have gone
to? It was necessary that something should
be done, and done quickly. The Premier
was consulted, and I glory in the fact that

appear
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he did what he did, and I also glory in tie
fact that we have seen the trend of legisia-
tion that is taking place in endeavouring
to drag all the unions down to another State.
We are going to be ruled from another
State altogether i we do not lock out what
we are doing. The fact remains that the
men were going to have an injustice done to
them and their conditions made worse than
they are at the present time, but the Pre-
mier, by his action, saved the situation.

Mr. COYNE (Warrego): The hon. gentle-
man who has just resumed his seat mude
out a very poor case, just as poor as the
Premier himself made out. He told us that
231 tramway employees in Brisbane did not
know what to do, and in order to prevent
a catastrophe happening to-day in connce-
tion with the Federal Arbitration Court the
Premier paid for the representation of the
men in Melbourne.

3r. HArRDACRE: It would only have cost
them 6d. each. 7 ' ;

Mr. COYNE: It would only have cost
the men 3d. each, and they couid have gone
to a lawyer and wired to Melbourne, whan
a solicitor would have appeared before the
registrar, and he could have asked for an
adjournment. The fact of the matter is that
it has been well known to the general public
in Brisbane for weeks past that there are
a number of men engaged by the Brisbane
Tramways Compuny who, from an industrial
point of view, are anything but unionists.
There was a strike awong the framway
employees before. Here is an articie which
appeared in Zruth on Sunday last. These
are the same gentlemen who came to the
Prem;gr last night. This article is headed
“ Pusiilanimous Pimps and Plausible Pazra-
sites.” N

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS :
are you reading from?

Mr. COYNE: I am reading from last Sun-
day’s Truth.

Mr. MAcaRTXEY : Who wrote that ariicle?

Mr. COYNE: That is another matter alto-
gether. I do not know who wrote the article.
This article reads—

THE TRAM TOILERS TROUBLE.
BEGIN THEIR BATTLE WITH BOsS BADGER.
PUSILLANIMOUS PIMPS AND PUTRID
PARASITES.

I want to show that this matter did not crop
up vesterday or last night. It says in this
article—

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order: Will
the hon. member vouch for the accuracy of
the article? ’

Mr. COYNE: It is just as aceurate as the
article the adjournment of the House is
moved for. I certainly can vouch for the
accuracy of 1it, because there is sufficient
evidence here to satisfy me that it is accu-
Tate. It says :

Men in the tram rervice have been dissasisilied for
some time past.

We have been told by the Minister for
Works that they are perfectly satisfied.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
fectly true.

Mr. COYNE: This article goes on—

And different attempts have besn made to get
them to form a uniomn secretly, but somehow or
other the ‘“Boss’ always got to know who were
trying to organise, and anyone in the company’s
employ with ginger enough in his composition to
tallli of combining to get better conditions got the
SACK,

VWhat
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It says here—

A couple of months ago & motorman happened

to suggest forming a union, and he was given his
walking-ticket a couple of days afterwards.
They told the Premier last night they had a
union, but it was not registered. There are
thousands of “scab” unionists of that kind.
They are not registered, becauss they are
afraid to be known as unionists. These pimps
and parasites are the men whose representa-
tives went to the Prem’er and wanted his as-
sistance. I admit that they may have got 231
signatures from the men: but how were they
got? By intimidation, They sent round their
big cars after midnight—these Christian
people sent their long cars out specially to
brine the men back on the Sabbath—and out
of 500 employers only twenty-six turned up to
attend a special meeting.

Mr. Barser: The Courisr states the same
thing.

Mr. COYNE: The Chief Secretary said
that before they knew where they were they
might be called out if the Commonwealth
Arbitration Court dealt with their claims. It
is a wellknown fact which cznnot be dis-
puted, that any award from the Commou-
wealth Arbitration Court has never been dis-
puted by the employess, and there has never
heen a call out in connection with any such
award. In the grestest industry in Aus-
tralia —the pastoral industry—where they gave

- un award, there has been absolute peace since

the award was given, and they are seoking a
renewal of the award: but prior to that thers
was not a year when there was not a greab
deal of trouble in that industry. The Pre-
mier tulked about professional agitators, but
he forgot about the time when he used to
make revolutionary poetry. Does he forget
the great pocm he made in Rockhampton :n
1891 entitled ¢ When (leorze the Fourth was
King’? In it he said there were downtrodden
sorfs when George IV was King, and
appealed to Queenslanders not to become
such. He was a professional agitator at that
time.
Mr. BarsEr: He used to sing it too.

Mr. COYNE: He used to sing it in kilis;
and, as a result of his agitation at that time,
he oceupies his present position. IHe misled
people into thinking that he believed what he
said and wrote at that time. The Premier
also said that after the organiser left a large
majority of the employces did not know any-
thirg about it. Who are the majority? Those
piraps and parasites who went to the Premier
and Minister for Worls vesterday; those men
who are ready to spy on their mates.

An OpposiTioN MewMBER: They are pre-
rared to get all the advantages and benefits
at the same time. .

Mr., COYNE: Ves. The Australian Tram-
ways Union comprises 10,000 members scat-
tered all over Australia, and even allowing
that the men who approached the Premier
wera corract in saying they had 231 names on
their list, though there are 500 tramway eiu-
ployees in Brisbane and the greatest pressure
was brought to bear on them at the time,
yet they could not get the majority; so the
majority are in favour of heing enrolled
under the Commonwealth Arbitration Act.
As to this organiser of whom so much has
been said, he simply came about his business.
He was in communication with some true
unionists in the Tramways Company’s employ,
and they told him not to go near Kerr or
Matthews, as they were pimps of the com-
pany; and, because he did not go near them,

Mr. Coyne.]
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they told the Premier that the majority of
the employees knew nothing about his pre-
sence. Do you think it possible that a man
could come to Brisbane to get ths majority or
the employees into his union and anybody bar
a pimp not know anything about him being
present?

The SECRETARY ¥Oor PuBLic Works: He
did not get the majority.

Mr. COYNE: We know that Matthews and
Kerr did not get a majority. They are not
going to diminish the number they got; and
they said they got 231 out of 500.

The SecrETaRY FOR PuBLIc WoORKS: He
got fifty.

Mr. COYNE: That is more unionists than
there are in the barracks of the Tramways
Company.

Mr. Forey: That was all he wanted.

Mr. COYNE: Yes. He did his business
by organising a committee; and he left the
comnuttee to do the remainder. When did
they lodge their objection to being enroiled?
About three days ago; and the registrar sent
a reply yesterday morning. Any schoolboy
in the street could tell you how they could
have blocked this; yet the Premier comes
along in a fine way and tells us he rescued
them from an intolerable calamity. I would
like to see a bond fide union go to the Pre-
mier and see what he would do with them.
Whatever he might have done in the year 1891,
when he used to write this doggerel, “ When
George the Fourth was King,” we know what
he would do now. The Minister for Works
will stand up in a short time and tell us the
wages boards are working excellently in
Queensland; but I want the Minister to let
us know how the ironmoulders’ award is
acting.  We know the ironmoulders are out
on_strike; but under the Commonwealth
Arbitration Act if anybody goes out on strike
after an award is given his union is liable
to a heavy penalty for misconduct. We can-
not do without wages boards--they cannot
prevent strikes. An award may be given
to-day and there may ke a strike to-morrow,
and there may be awards and strikes alter-
nately for months. There is no finality at
all. The Premier may think he is getting in
the first hit with regard to the referenda to
be taken in a short time.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. COGYNE: The Premier referred to a
referenda to be taken in a short time in con-
nection with this same thing, and I was going
to causally refer to what he stated. I be-
lieve that he has done one of the best things
that have been done up to the present time
in Queensland towards getting an affirmative
vote on that matter. They got an abortion
of a wages board and arbitration court in
Sydney, and the result, so far, has been never-
ending industrial trouble. And in Queens-
land we have had strikes year after year,
but under the Commonwealth Act when the
court has given its award all strife is ended.
I may say that the evidence we have as to
the way i which the Commonwealth Arbi-
tration Court has dealt with industrial dis-
putes will cause hundreds and thousands of
eople in Queensland to cast their votes in
favour of something that would bring about
industrial peace in this State. Now about
the granting of this monev to these men. I
think it is unprecedented in Queensland—and
probably in Australia, and probably in the
whole of the British Empire—to give away
public moncy to fight the case of non-
unionist against unionists, and I trust it will
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never be done again. When men can
organise to the number of 10,000 they are
worthy of some recognition; but when a
handful of backsliders come along and ask
for some assistance against unionism the
Premier gives that assistance. I hope this
misconduct on the part of the Premier will
appeal to the good sense of the people of
Queensland, and that in the very near future-
they will show their opinion of the Cabineb
and of the Premier who has done this wrong.
I do not think anybody in the position
occupied by the Premier has-ever prostituted
his pogsition by giving away public money in
an unjust cause more than the present Pre-
mier has on this occasion by giving public-
money to lawyers to represent these men in
Meilbourne.

Mr., LIESINA (Clermont): I do not propose
to occupy more than a few minubes in dis-
cussing this matter. I would like to say,
in approaching the subject, that I intend to
deal with it from its constitutional aspect.
The Premier, on hehalf of the Cabinet and
his followers, has pledged the Government to
take money from the public Treasury and
hand it over for the use of a certain
class. Has he a right to do that? There i
only one case of that kind recognised, and
it 1s recognised by statute, that by the Poor
Prisoners’ Defence Act. If a poor prisoner
is unable to secure defence and he.is wdder
trial for his life, we are able to secure assist-
ance for him under this Act, but we have

made special arrangements for

[6 p.m.] this by passing an Act ef Parlia-

ment. But here is a thing which
is bevond legislation, beyond constitutional
practice which establishes a precedent. Now
precedent may be good or bad, and I be-
lieve in making our own precedents——

Mr. Harpacre: He is going #o follow it up-

Mr. LESINA: If he is going to follow it
up all round, then I will support him, be-
cause it means establishing in Queensland
the principle of meeting the cost of all liti-
gations, civil or ecriminal, out of the Trea-
sury. It simply means pulling down the
legal monopoly that exists to-day. It simply
means using the funds of the taxpayer to
carry out all civil and criminal trials. If the
Government are prepared to go that far, [
am prepared to go with them to that extent.
But that is not so. This is an exceptional
case, and under the circumstances we are
brought face to face with to-day the Go-
vernment practically pledged themselves to
take from the Treasury and pay to certain
barristers or other legal gentlemen certain
fees to represent this particular body down in
Melbourne. Now, that money does not be-
long to the Government. It belongs to the
taxpayer—it is collected from the whole of
the people of Queensland and put into the
Treasury, and the Government propose to
take it out and pay the cost of this action.
What right have they to do that? We want
some legal member to get up on the Govern-
ment benches and tell us what right the
Government have to dip into the public
Treasury and take out that money to defend
this particular case. They must have some
right, otherwise they would not do it No
Government, especially the present Govern-
ment, ever does wrong. (Laughter.) The
hon. member for Woolloongabba is the only
member on that side of the House who has
defended their action. He says the Govern-
ment did the right thing, and gave half a
dozen reasons why it should have been done.
None of those reasons, to my mind, should
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carry any welght at all. DBriefly, so far as
I am able to understand the case, for many
years past the Brisbane tramway employees
have been a very badly badgered and ill-
treated body of men. They have been pre-
vented from forming a union by the influ-
ence of Mr. Badger and certain subordinate
officers. Every time they have tried to form
a union,_ the employee who took any part in
the talking or acting has been sacked. Some
means have been found to get rid of him.
On one occasion, when a score of men held
a meeting to form a ,union, some pimp
was present, and carried the particulars to
Mr, Badger, and certain of those men wers
sacked. It does not matter how they are
sacked—they have found reasons sooner or
later to sack them. A complaint has been
made, it may be by a shareholder of the
company, of ilmpertinence on the part of a
conductor. That conductor may have taken
some active part in the formation of a
union, and, months after, he is sacked.
Every capitalist gets rid of workmen that he
objects to. The Minister for Butter—excuse
me, the Minister for Public Lands—knows,
as a practical business man, how easy it is
to get rid of an employee who develops a
depraved taste for unionism. That is prac-
tically everyday experience, and he knows
it. They all know—and no person in the
world knows better then the present Premier
how easy it is to get rid of scores of men.
I know of the cases of at least half a dozen
men who have been sacked, and I can prove
them right up to the hilt. Men have been
sacked mostly because they have taken an
active part in attempting to promote union-
ism among the downtrodden and badgered
body of men in the employ of this crushing
monopoly we have in Brisbane—a monopoly
which would have been taken over years ago
had we had an up-to-date body of men at
the head of the municipsl affairs in Bris-
bane. Those men have been badly treated.
They work longer hours, receive worse pay,
and are under worse conditions than any
body of tramway employees in Australia;
and T know it, because I have made a special
study of this question, although I have not
taken any active part in the matter, and
have not interviewed the men, and have

never got on the platform in connection with-

the matter. But I know from personal in-
quiries, and from information received from
persons I interviewed recently when in New
Zealand, that the tramway men of Queens-
land up to recently have been the very worst
treated body of men engaged in that parti-
cular enterprise in the whole of Australia.
They get nothing like the hours of labour.
the rate of wages, or conditions of labour. or
other terms under which the men in New
South Wales work. They are debarred from
forming a union—it is called a recreation
club—it is a hypocritical club. If a man
talks in a recreation club about unionism, he
is a marked man, and sooner or later he is
shifted. Now, these men, in order to form
8 union to enable them to gather together
in that principle of co-operation -which is
the underlying principle of unionism to-day,
they have to seek the assistance of the feder-
ated organisation and the better treated men
down South, and one of their men came up
here. The hon. member for Woolloongabba
objected to him coming up in secret. Where
is the secrecy in a man talking to the men
quietly and taking their names? e should
have approached the subject with a brass

»
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band, I suppose, or he should have wired to
Badger that he was coming, and asking that
individual to be present. With Badger’s
cold-steel cye on them, who would be game
enough to risk their bread and butter by
putting their names down as members of
the tramways union? Why should they not
be allowed to form a union under ordinary
conditions, the same as bakers, butchers,
and other people of Queensland? Badger,
by his monopoly, is crushing the manhood
out of them, and is exercising the tyranny
which certain of Badger’s pimps belonging
to the Tramways Company have been grumb-
ling about. It is Mr. Badger and his minions.
who have been responsible for exercising
tyranny—this monopoly which is paying
huge dividends and robbing the public of
Queensiand. That man came up here and
got fifty names; and, having got fifty names,
the union was registered, and, naturally
enough, the registrar informed those men
that they must appear before a cerfain time
—that they should take such legal steps as
may be necessary under the circumstances to
make an appearance, and I suppose they
have done so by this time. But a number of
malcontents, anxious to curry favour with
the boss, anxious to secure themselves in
their position, determined to take action.
They called a meeting at, midnight at one
of the sheds, and the daily Press announced
that there were fifty men present out of 500.
Hven if there were fifty present out of 500
it would be a very small majority, but there
were only twenty-seven men present, and
one of those was a Zruth reporter. The
matter was left over to enable a still larger
representative mesting to be held, and they
put on a long car from the Light-street
dep6t to Countess street, where the meet-
ing was held. Instead of that car being
packed with men—there were hundreds down
there—there were only thirteen men who
travelled by that car, and they were hooted
off the premises by the men who stayed be-
hind. Those men turned up at the meeting,
making twenty-seven altogether. Those
twenty-seven men signed a protest. In the-
meantime they got together .a list and ob-
tained 231 signatures. Some men refused to:
sign the list and were sacked. They ob-
tained those signatures by the exercise of’
tyranny. and denied that liberty which the
Minister of Works will get up presently and
talk so movinely about—he will talk about
the tyranny of unionism. What about the
tyranny of this tramway monopoly which
sends round a list, and if the men do not
sign it sacks them? Is there not tyranny
exercised there?

Mr., CorTELL: You cannot prove that state-
ment.

Mr. LESINA: The thing is done, but they
malke it as difficult as possible to prove those
cases. But we know, as practical men of the
world, that a rich company will get rid of a
man if that man manifests, in some in-
stances, any sympathy for unionism.

Mr. CorrerL: You do not know one in-
stance.

Mr. LESINA: I can mention a number
of cases to prove it. I maintain they got
those 231 signatures by intimidation, and
many of those men are unionists at heart,
but they were too timid to take the risk.
Many of them are married men with child-
ren, and they did not care to take the risk
for the sake of their wives and children.
Let the Minister for Works keep that point:

Mr. Lesina.]
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in his mind. Let him just reflect on the fact
that a big majority of those signatures are
the sicnatures of men who have been dra-
gooned into signing the list. That is the
worst kind of intimidation. You can have
intimidation sometimes through physical de-
monstration. You can intimidate other men
through the medium of their relations, and
many of these tramway men have been in-
timidated by pressure brought to bear on
them in this way. They are not frightened
of themselves for their jobs, but they are
afraid for the sake of their wives and child-
ren. Well that company, which will bring
force like that to bear on the men, is the
company we want to ficht, and the Cabinet
have actually stepped into the breach and
taken money out of the Treasury to assist

those men in fighting for the tramway mono-.

poly. The men Matthews and Morris, who
attended the meeting last night, are qlmplv
tools of Badger’s. They are slmply tools of
the company. They have made their billels
secure for life, and they come along to ihe
Government and ask the Government to
pay the cost of the action in this matter.

Mr. BarBER: They will get promotion for
their action.

Mr. LESINA: Very likely before long you
will find them walking down Queen street
with gold braid on their uniforms as inspec-
tors as a reward for treachery to their fellow-
employces. This appears to me where the
Premier has done wrong. The (Government
should have had nothing at all to do with
this thing. They should have said, ‘‘ There
is certain Federal Iegislation provided to
allow employees to come toczether and apply
to be registered by the registrar, and a cer-
tain award will be made in due course in con-
nection with that industry. It appears cer-
tain men have signed fhlb requisition. I do
not know why fhpv have signed. It i not my
business; I have nothing at all to do with it.””
But, instead of that, the Premier pledzed
himself right away, and instructed the Attor-
ney- Ceneral to wire to AMelbourne instructing
a barrister ‘and other legal gentlemen to re-
present these malcontents. He has pledged
every man sitting behind him to ficht these
industrial unions. Every man who is sitting
on the Government benchos and approves of
the GCovernment action in this matter is
pledged to fieht these industrial unions, and
their elsctorates should recognise it—has
pledged himself to support the Premier in
taking public money to ficht the industrial
unions. Most members on the other side have
been elected, not as enemies of unionism.
The hon. membel for Toowong is sympathetic
with unionism, and has thousands of unionists
in his electorate, who must sympathise with
the tramway men to establish a union, and who
do they find the strongest opponents to this
being done? The Premier of Queensland,
who takes the taxpayers’ money to fight the
establishment of this union. If the Govern-
ment are justified in taking this money, will
some hon. membsr on the other side kindly
tell me where it is going to stop? The next
thine will be that the Government will take
public money to assist the co-operative farmers
‘to firht the butter companies’ men. If they
can do it in the case of industrial unionism
they can do it in the case of co-operative
butter factories, or in the case of the sugar
industry. It is a most dangerous posmon to
take up. If the Government are going to
apply this principle all round, and money is
4o be paid in criminal and civil cases, I am
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goinz to ke with them. Bur ther> is no such
principle involved in this case. It is a de-
liberate attempt on the part of the Govern-
ment; to step in between two oofi'fs of men,
ons of which wants to forn: a union and the
other to prevent it, and it is to assist these
men who are against the union that money
out of the public Treasury is taken. As one
who contends that money from the public
purse shall go for public purposes, I object
to money being taken from the public funds
to employ la\wers in Melbourne to fight
acainst the formatien of the union. The
troubles are to a large extent the outcomse of
sectional unionism.  Sectional unionism is
doomed.
OrrositioNn MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. LESINA: In the futvre there will be
only one huge industrial unionism, which Wlll
include all workers, and as soon as it is
recognised that sectional unionism is wrong,
so soon w'll they pull down the sactional
barriers and stand together in one body.

Myr. Npvirr: This Government want to
stop it.

Mr. LESINA: The Premier in taking up
this attitude may possibly be animated by a
desire to forestall certain action taken by the
Federal Government. The tramway men have
unions in all parts of Australia except Bris-
bane, and the Premier is going to use State
funds to keep the Brishbane men. What posi-
tion will he be in in a few months’ time if the
referendum is carried? If the people say
that industrial matters like these shall be
taken over by the Federal Government, it
will be a very peculiar position for the hon.
gentleman to be in. If the House justifies |
the Government in taking this action—if their
own supporters, without one word, are agreed
to support them, they ares opening the “door
to what may be an excellent thing if, apphed
all round without any partisan spirit, but
which if applied in a partisan spirit may be a
source of danger to the public purss.

The SECRETARY FOR  PUBLIC
WORKS: I quite agree with soms hon.
gentl»men who have spoken as to the import-
anca of the mattor that hus besn brouvht
beforas this House, and it is my duty very
briefly to lay before the House some of the
particulars which led un to the action which
has, very proverly, been taken by the State
Government in protection of State rights.

OprosiTioNn MEMBERS: No, no!

Mr. TErRICKS : Who is playing to the gallery
now?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC
WORKS: I think I will be able to show
pretty clearly that the Government have
proved themselves the friends of those who
need strength and assistance in the hour of
need. The position very bricfly is as follows:
Therc have been repeated efforts made to
get certain tramway men to join a Southern
union, and those repeated efforts have signally
failed, and they failed in this last instance,

Mr. MuLcany: They have the Government
behind them.

The SECRETARY FOR  PUBLIC
WORKS: It seems an extraordinary thing
that an emissary from the South, who per-
chance is backed up by some hon. gentlemen
on the Labour side—he came up and what
did ke do? Did he do what any other gentle-
man would have done, at any rate, and call
those who represeqted the tramway men to-
rether to discuss matters pertaining to the
Tramways Company? Oh, no!
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Mr. MaveuAN: He was advised by the
men themselves.

The SEORETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
Of course he was advised of 11, because
he knew the bulk of the men were dead
against any such proposal, and were entirely
satisfied with their position. He knew the
men were entirely satisfied, and he was not
man enough to come along and ask the
executive of the tramway employees to get
together to discuss this matter. He went
round in a way which could be properly
described by the hon. member for Clermonst
—he came at night-time, buttoning one here
and one there, asking in whispers these men—
begging them—to come out and make one of
the fifty in order to sign his particular docu-
ment; and the result was that the men who
had the control of the employees’ interests in
connection with the Tramways Company knew
nothing whatever about it until he had
slipped away. The whole way of dealing with
it was such as to condemn it right from the
very jump. If it had been something worth
conducting it would have been conducted
properly; but no, it was done by stealth; it
was done as if the man who was conducting
this matter was afraid of the action he was
taking. I want to impress upon the House
that the Government have nothing to do
with the question as to whether men are
union or non-union men; their desire is to
protect the worker every time. (Opposition
laughter.) I maintain that that has been the
action of the Government all through.

Mr. BARBER: You are intensely amusing.

The SECRETARY TFOR PUBLIC
WORKS: It was. not their place to ask
whether a man is a union or non-union man,
but it was their duty to step in and, when
this matter was brought before them, act as
the Premier has acted in this case. Let me
remind the House that as soon as it was
discovered what had been going on, the bulk
of the tramway men immediately sent a
petition to Melbourne, and I have a copy of
the petition in my hand, which I will read.
The hon. member for Warrego suggested
that they might not have been able in Mel-
bourne to reply in time, but I want to draw
attention to the fact that the petition is
dated 28th November. It reads as follows:—

28th November, 1910.
The Industrial Registrar, Commonwealth Court of
Consiliation and Arbitration, Melbourne, Vie-
toria.

We, the undersigned, employees of the Brisbane

Tramways Company, Limited, desire to protest
against any proposal to ineclude the Brisbane tram-
way employees in the Australian Tramway Em-
ployees’ Association or the Australian Federated
Industrial Organisation of Tramway Workers.
_ It is within our knowledge that a minority of
the Brisbane tramway employees have submitted
their names as members of the organisation above
referred to (registration of which we understand
is being applied for), but seeing that such names
were obtained by & personsl canvass, that many
of the employees were mnot approached in the
matter, and that there were not any meetings at
which those of us who are opposed to membership
could express our views, we, the majority, confi-
dently appeal by petition for the Brisbane tram-
way employees to be excluded from any such
organisation or associdtion.

Hon. members will notice that on the 28th
of November this course was taken. What
happened? On the Sth December, a circular
was sent from the registrar in Melbourne.
Evidently he must have thought it was pos-
gible for us here in Queensland, through the
use of an aergplane, to get to Melbourne, or
by some method to deal with these matters.

Whilst I assume in the ordinary course of
events 1t would reach Brisbane on the Satur-
day evening, it must be borne in mind that
it would not be in the ordinary course de-
livered till Monday morning, and on Monday
morning this document is presented to these
men, and they are told to be in Melbourne
on 'T'uesday at 2 o’clock.

Mr. Ferricks: You are dodging the issue.
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:

It is an extraordinary thing that hon. mem-
bers on the other side take up the stand that
it is exceedingly improper for this money
to be devoted to the interests of these men.
They naturally came to the Department of
Labour. Let me point out that in connection
with the wages hoard, which is controlled by
the State, and which an outside influence is
seeking to upset, there had been nothing to
show that the men were not satisfied with
their condition, and yet an outside influence
is brought to bear to try and create a feeling
of mistrust in the minds of the men, and the
men said, ‘“ No; we are better off with our
wages board; we prefer having representa-
tion instead of handing over ourselves prac-
tically body and soul to parties in the South.”
And so they said they were not prepared to
accept that. Exception has been taken to the
expenditure of this money; but is it not a
fact that every day there is expenditure of
money which comes from contingencies? I
would like to ask the hon. junior member for
Ipswich—who, I regret, is not in his place—if,
during his time, and during the time of any
other Minister, money is not spent which
comes from contingencies, and must of neces-
sity be spent? Is it not entirely a proper
thing for the Ministry of the day to protect
the State rights of their workers? (Opposition
laughter.) Apparently, judging by the com-
motion created on the other side, we are pro-
tecting them in a way that hon. members do
not like. I may be out of order if I get very
far on this sukject, but I must say that I
think it is a fortunate thing for the workers
of Queensland that the hand of the Common-
wealth Government has been shown so early.
I would like to say that in their anticipation
of something which is going to come later——
Mr. BARBER: You are very amusing.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
In answer to those gentlemen who have been
complaining about our spending
{5.80 p.m.] money, I would like to_ask them
if they have ever raised their
voice in connection with the expenditure of
money in the South in connection with fight-
ing similar matters?
Mr. Barser: There is no analogy.

Mr. O’Svrrrvan: They are not similar
matters.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
I think I shall be able to show hon. mem-
bers opposite, not only that their friends
have been parties to the spending of public
money, but I shall also be able to show that
their friends have also been taking the
money. Let me quote from Federal Hansard,
page 6442—

HARVESTER CASE.

Senator GIVENS: Is it the intention of the
Government this year to make provision for the
payment of a portion or the whole of the law
costs incurred by the agricultural implement
malkers in what is known as the Harvester case?

Senator McGREGOR: There is soine provision
on the Estimates for that purpose.

Who is Senator McGregor? Is he a member

Hon. W. H. Barrss.}
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of the Deakin Government? If I am not
very much mistaken, he is a member of the
present Labour Government of the Common-
wealth. (Hear, hear!)

Mr. O’Suvinivan: The
analogous.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
The hon. gentleman will see that the cases
are similar.

Mr. ManNx: It came before Parliament
t}lllere; but we have no say in this matter at
all. .

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
I will also quote from the speech of Mr. W.
Eliott Johnson in the House of Representa-
té]\ies. This is from Federal Hansard, page
6716—

I am afraid, however, that that broad view
would assume very circumseribed proportions if
they were asked to extend it to the other side. It
may be interesting just to quote the bill of ex-
penses sent in by Mr. Sutch-—

Mr. MaveHAN: Who is Mr. Sutch?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
I will show the hon. gentleman who is Mr.
Sutch. IHe is one of the gentlemen whose

cases are not

cause he is always championing in this
House. Mr. Johnson continued—
To A/C.

Expenses of the following societies represented
Liefore the New Protection Court by Mr. J, Sutch:
—Sawmill Employees, Carpenters, Engine-drivers,

Painters, Pattern Makers, Wheelwrights, and
others:—

£ s.d.
To witnesses, loss of time, etc. 6 0 0
Typewriting and other expenses 500

J. Sutch, attendance at court, 27
days at £5 as. L. 14175 0
£162 15 0

Fancy £5 5s. a day for Mr. Sutch’s atiend-
ance at the court—only £5 bs. a day! When
the Labour movement is in question that is
a very small item; buf when it is “ the other
fellow,” then it becomes a very big item, and
it is magnified very much indeed.

Mr. O’Svrorvan: What about the Land
Court expenses?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
Then Mr. Johnson goes on—

Statement of expenses incurred in the present-
ment of the Agricultural Implement Makers’ Union
case against the manufacturers in the Excise
Tariff Court:—

£ s.d
By legal expenses account of J.
Woolf . L1217 7
Comrade Woolf clalms a m‘Ptty good slice of the
expenges—it is a case of the “ wolf at the door”
of Parliament, with a vengesancel—

By payment of witnesses for lost

time .. 515 1%

By payment of Br. T. M. Smith
for lost time . 1515 9
Telegrams, fares, pos‘cage, eto. ... 10 0
£1,135 8 5%

They are very accurate In the Federal
Parliament when they even include their
halfpennies. It shows how wvery accurate
they are in making out their accounts. Then
Mr. Johnson goes on—

What I marvel at ig that, if this claim bhe a
proper one, provision has not been made on the
Iistimates for the payment of the whole amount.
On what ground has the reduction of £500 been
made?

Apparently they were afraid to make pro-
vision on the Hstimates for the whole amount,
and they only made provision for a portlon
of it. T would draw the attention of the

[Hon.W. H. Barnes.
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House to the attitude that is adopted by
some of the men whom hon. gentlemen
opposite claim to represent. A man may be
a non-union man, and yet it is posblble for
him to suffer all the insults that it is possible
for any individual to suffer. I will show
what tyranny and coercion can be exercised
against a man who is a non-union man by
some of the workers. I may not be in order
in reading this paragraph, because you have
ruled, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that a member
cannot_read a paragraph from a newspaper
unless he can vouch for its accuracy. I hold
in my hand a Brizbane Obserzer of to-day’s
date. On looking through it I find a refer-
ence to a strike in Adelaide, and T find that
because certain men were foolish enough to
attempt to earn their bread in a legitimate
way what happened to them?

Mr. Farricks: They got what they de-
served.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORXKS :
What has been tried to be brought before
this House by hon. gentlemen on the other
side this af‘rcrnoon only they are too
polished and too wise to go to the extreme
which these people in Adelaide go to. Be-
cause men attempted to earn their living in a
legitimate way, they were assaulted in a
most brutal manner.

Mr. FERRICKS : Good enough for them, too.

The SECRETARY FOR  PUBLIC
WORKS: I am glad that the hon. member
for Bowen made that interjection. It is in
keeping with the hon. gentleman’s attitude
ever since he hasy been in this Houss.

GovErRNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. Ferricks: I wish all blacklegs were
treated in the same way.

The SECRETARY FOR  PUBLIC
WORKS: These men in Brisbane, employed
by the Tramways Compeny, recognised that
they have a tribunal which has been entirely
satisfactory, and no hon. gentleman on the
other side has been able to prove to the
contrary. I challenge them to prove where
in connection with the wages board, where
a wages board has to deal with a partlcular
1ndustry, that there has been a single case
brought to the Department of Labour.

Mr. O’SurLivAN: A man has been dis-

charged because he was a member of a
board.

The SECRETARY FOR  PUBLIC
WORKS: I happen to know it that it is a
fact that the men do not like to leave the
Tramways Company. I have no brief for the
Tramways Company, but last week a man
came to me who had been for ten years in
the servme of the Tramways Company, and
because he had been intemperate he was

discharged. Ie asked me to go to Mr.
Stephens, *he manager, to get him re-
instated. That is .in keeping with the

attitude of that particular company. The
company are doing a fair deal by the men,
and the conditions of the men are entirely
satisfactory. The hon. member for Ipswich,
Mr. Blair, made a remark that the attitude
of the Premier was a conspiracy to smash up
the spirit of unionism. As.a matter of fact,
the attitude of the Premier was to protect
and conserve the union movement, as shown
in the Tramways Company: (Opposition
laughter.)
Mr. Nevirr: There is no union there.
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC
WORKS: It is the hon. gentlemen on the
other side who want to smash up that union.
1t is just as well to be plain in these matters.
There are some men on the opposite side of
the House who are never satisfied unless they
are stirring up influences amongst the men.

Mr. BarBER: The glorious gospel of dis-
-content, that is what we believe in.

The SECRETARY FOR  PUBLIC
WORKS: The hon. member for Bundaberg
practically says ‘“Amen’ to what I have
said.

Mr. BARBER: Amen, brother!

The SECRETARY FOR  PUBLIC
WORKS: The attitude of hon. members
opposite this afternoon is a conspiracy on
their side to fetter the men employed by
the Tramways Company in Brisbane, and to
practically force them into the hands of the
Southern unions. I say again, * Pity Queens-
land and pity the day when that kind of thing
happens so-far as Queensland is concerned.”
Hon. gentlemen opposite are working for
that. and they will not be satisfied ill they
getb it.

Mr. HARDACRE (Leichhardt): A great
deal of dust has been thrown up by members
on the Government side—by the Premier and
the Minister for Works—to hide what appears
to me to be one of the most serious cases of
maladministration in our public affairs that
has occurred for many years past. Such
action will only lead to all kinds of controver-
sies and difficulties, and all members of Par-
liament, no matter on what side of the House
they sit, should set their backs against it.
Briefly, the position is this: There exists in
the other States of the Commonwealth a
series of tramway unions, These unions sent
a representative to Brisbane to induce the
men working for the Brisbane Tramways Com-
pany to join the unions existing in the other
States of the Commonwealth.

Mr. D. Honrer: Why did he not do it
properly?

Mr. HARDACRE: There exists a Common-
wealth law under which there can be a com-
bination of employees in all the States of the
Commonwealth under one union. The tram-
way employees' in the other States of the
Commonwealth sent their representative up
1o Brisbane to endeavour to induce the Bris-
bane employees to join the other tramway
unions as they exist to-day. ‘They were
acting entirely within their rights in doing
that. I understand that a number of tram-
way employees in Brisbane signed a paper
asking to be registered under the Common-
wealth law. And that was followed up by a
number of other men working for the Bris-
bane Tramways Company sending down a
protest.

The TREASURER: Yes, as soon as they
learned what the others had done.

Mr. HARDACRE: Ves, against the regis-
tration. Then the official registrar sends up
a mnotice, which is received here on the 12th
of this month, informing the men that they
can appear in Melbourne on the 13th—the
day following—to enter their protest. My
own opinion is that there must te some mis-
take as to the date of that notice. It veems
to me to be absurd to think that a Govern-
ment official in Melbourne would send such
a notice asking them to appear in Melbourne
on an impossible date. There must be some
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explanation of that. Bub that does not justify
the Queensland Government in using public
funds in order to employ some legal assist-
ance to represent the men in Melbourne.
From the arguments used by the Premier it
seems that this action is being taken by the
Queensland Government in opposition to_the
Commonwealth law. The excuse of the Pre-
mier was that the wages boards in Queens-
land worked satisfactorily, and it would be
a wrong thing to have the Commonwealth
law carried out here, His whole argument
was to the effect that it would be intolerable
for the Commonwealth law to exist here, and
that it should not be operative; and, there-
fore, the Covernment should assist men to
fizht against the law under which registration
was going to take place. Practically, it is
such an act as might lead to civil war, and it
is @ serious position.

An Orpostrion MeMBER: The
wealth Act is better than our law.

Mr. HARDACRXE : There are two opinions
as to that. My opinion is that it is better;
but whether it is good or bad, that is no
justification for the Qucensland Government
using public funds to fight the Commonwealth
law. That is the most serious aspect of the
question. If anything wrong is done by a
Commonwealth official, it is for the Common-
wesnlth Government to take action, and if the
Commonwealth law is bad, it is for the people
of Australia to alter it. For the State Go-
vernment to fight the Commonwealth law is
an act of war; and we might just as well
expect the Commonwealth Government to use
its funds to fight some State law which it
considered was wrong. The other aspect of
the matter is not so bad, but it is bad
enough. Apparently, the Queensland Premier
has used the public funds to assist non-
unionists against unionists. The Minister
for Works has declared that the wages board
works satisfactorily as far as the tramway
employees are concerned, but I deny that.

The SECRETARY For PrsLic WORKS :
you any proof ?
. Mr. HARDACRE: I am going to prove
it. There was great difficulty, in the frst
instance, in getting a wages board estab-
lished in connection with the tramway em-
ployees.

The Home SecrETsarY: That is not correct.

Mr. HARDACRE: The Tramways Com-
pany objected to their employees coming
under a wages board for a long time.

The Home SEcRETARY : I refused to ratify
the agreement, and granted them a board.
That 1s the whole thing.

Mr. HARDACRE: Ultimately the em-
pioyees mesiaged to secure a wages board,
and got an. award fixing a certain rate of
wages; but immediately the decision was
given the Tramways Company filched away
to a large extent the benefit of the wages
board’s decision by increasing the number
of hours the men worked per day, and
diminishing the number of hours they worked
per week. The men did not work the full
week ; In some cases they only got five days’
wages in the week, and practically they got
no more wages after the decision was given
than before.” The Premier did not promise
to assist the fifty men who asked to he
registered under the Commonwealth law,
although he offered to assist the men who
were protesting  against registration. Why

Mr. Hardacre.]
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should they not be offered assistance as well
as the other men? Why should the Premier
offer assistance out of the public funds to
cre side and not to the other?

Mr. G. P. Barxes: The fifty men were
working in the dark; the others acted openly.

Mr. HARDACRE: In the case of the men
who protested against registration, an open
sheet was sent round for them to sign, and
it was signed under intimidation, because if
they had not signed it they would have been
marked men.

Mr. CoTTELL: You have no guarantee for
that. .

Mr. HARDACRE: I know as a fact that
it was sent round as an open sheet, and
they had to sign it openly. They were not
permitted to take a ballot as to whether they
should protest against registration or not.
Whatever may be the merits or demerits of
the fifty men who asked for registration, or
the man who came from another State to
ask men here to come under the Common-
wealth Act, that is not the question at

issue. The real issue is that

[7 p.m.] the-Government used public funds

to assist non-union men to fight
against union men. It is a most reprehen-
sible thing, and I hope every man in this
Chamber will set his face against it and vote
for the motion.

Mr. McLACHLAN (Fortitude Valley): I
desire to say a iew words on this question. 1
listened very attentively to the Minister for
Works, but L do not propose to foilow him
in his long speech, most of which was
foreign to the subject; but there is one pomt
which I tried to get in by interjection. The
hon. gentleman was speaking about the pro-
test sent to Melbourne, & copy of which he
held in his hand, and he stated that the date
of the petition was the 28th November. That
would lead the House to believe that the
petition practically left Brisbane for Mel-
bourne on the 28th November; but it could
not have been sent to Melbourne on that
date, because on the night of the 27th
November, according to the report in the
Courier of the 28th, a meeting of protest was
held, at which meeting it was decided by
twenty-five out of twenty-seven who were
present to enter a protest against the regis-
tration of the Brisbane tramway employees
as a part of the great federation of tramway
employees throughout Australia. On the
28th November the signing of this petition
began, and it is ridiculous for the Minister
to argue that the whole of the signatures to
that petition were got in one day. There
were 231 signatures secured, and I know of
my own knowledge that quite a number who
signed the petition were in favour of regis-
tration, but they signed it feeling that it was
not worth_the paper on which it was written,
and knowing that if they refused to sign the
petition—which ostensibly was supposed to be
got up by the men, but was in effect drafted
by the Tramways Company themselves—they
would be liable to dismissal. That is a fairly
strong statement to make, but I know that
at the meeting at which the protest was
carried there was one man present who voted
against the motion for protesting, and the
next day that man was dismissed, nobt because
he voted against the protest resolution, or
because he had attended the meeting, but
because some three weeks previously it had
been alleged that he was insolent to a pas-
senger on a tramcar. I do not think any
hon. member will be of the opinion that this

[#r. Hardacre,

man was dismissed because of something:
that happened three weeks previously. It was.
simply because he had the courage to dis-
agree with the protest, With reference to
the formation of the union, many cfforts were
put forward to form a union amongst the
tramway employees in Brisbane, and on each
occasion intimidation was used by the com.
pany, with the result that all effort failed.
One of the speakers at the meeting of pro-
test was Mr. Kerr, and I will quote what he
said, This is from the Brisbane (/ourier, and
I am prepared to vouch for its accuracy
because it appears in that paper.

The PreEmiER: That is quite a new phase
for you.

Mr. McLACHLAN: My experience of
reporters is that at all times they give a.
fair report of the proceedings that take place
at meetings; and I am satisfied that this is
an absolutely fair and correct report of what
transpired. In the report of what Mr. Kerr
said, we find this—

Worse than all, if the employees committed
fhemselves to the proposed move or allowed them-
selves to be committed, they would be guilty of as,
serious a breach of faith and confidence as would
be possible under any circumstances, in view of
the fact that prior to Mr. Badger’s departure for
England they had promised him that during his
absence they would not enter inte any enmpact, by
intrigne or otherwise, to upset the present conditions.

The extract merely proves that prior to the
departure of Mr. Badger to the old country
some pressure was brought to bear upen the men
by giving them to understand that some dire
consequences would resuls if they formed any
association during his absence.

The SucrETARY FOorR PupLic WORKs: Are
you correctly quoting the po-ition ?

Mr, McLACHLAN : T have quoted the wordS
of one of the speakers at the weeting of protest.

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLic Works: That
does not prove what you say.

Mr. McLACHILAN : Tt is reasonable to sup-
pnse that when a statement of that kind is made
at a pablic meeting something must have hap-
pened, prior to the departurs of Mr. Badger for-
the old eountry, to warrant such a statement
being made. The only inference to he drawn is
that if action of this kind were taken some conre-
quence would follow which would not be bene-
ficial to the men. This proves thatevery attempt
which has been made on hehalf of the men to
organise in this partienlar emplovment has met
with direct opposition from the Tramways Com-

any.

P The SECRETARY For PuBLic Works: That is
not correct.

Mr. McLACHLAN : Tt is absolutely correct.
I, with others, at one time joined in endeavour-
ing to form a tramway union.

The SrcrETARY ¥orR Prsric Works: Don’t
let the cat out of the bag.

Mr. McCLACHLAN : I am prond of the fact
that T assisted to form a tramway nnion ; and I
will be glad to do the same to-morrew for any
body of workers.

The PrEMIER: You are trying to block the
Mines Regulation Bill.

Mr. McLACHILAN : No; the only person
that is responsible for the circumstances which
have arisen this afternnon is the hon, gentleman
in taking up the attitude which he took up last
night in connection with the proposal to spend
the money of the taxpayers of Queensland, and
in the direction in which he indicated he in-
tended to spend it. The Premier, in reply to
the deputation last night, stated that he was.
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going to assist these men by finding the money to
pay for counsel in Melbourne because they wera
not in a position to find the money themselves.
There are 500 men in the employment of the
Tramways Company, and 231 of this number
are supposed to bave sipned a petition protest-
ing against the action of a certain number of the
tramway ewmployees who signed avro her petition
asking for registration under the Commonwealth
Arbitration Act. Ouly 230 of them protested, and
suill the majority—who, T take ir, were given an
opportunity of signing the petivon if they so
desired—if they did not sign it, were agreeable
to allow the registration to go on. Ouly fifty
were necessary to sign the application for regis-
tration, and, if it had been 230, they would have
been got just as earily as the fifty had been
secared,
OprosiTioN MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. McLACHLAN : The fact remains that
there was a majority of the men in the employ
of the Tramways Company who did not enter
any protest against the action taken, and still we
find the Premier prepared to spend public
money in providing counsel for men, the majority
of whom did not ask for the action. The point he
makesis that they bave. not money to do it for
themselves. Here is a body of men, who have
not got a registered union, but an association—a
sort of recreation club—in which the:e must be
gsome funds. If they could not uss their funds
to assist in fighting their case, which 230 of them
thought should be fought, what should they use
their funds for? Itis quite patent thas these
230 men were satisfied that they had not the
power to use the funds in this direction, and
still the Premier is prepared to spend the
taxpayers’ money in fighting a battle of non-
union men as agaiost registered unions. The
Premier, in taking this action, has taken up
what cannot be regarded as anything but an
unconstitutional course — an illegal aci. I
think he has taken up a wrong attitude alto-
gether. Tor him to argue that the men could
not get legal advice in Melbourne, if they so
desired, is so much idle talk. It is well known
that if a number of men went to a reputable firm
of solicitors in this town, as representatives of a
large body of men, and asked them to take up
tlie case, they would do it. It is idle to argue
that the men had no opportunity of getting legal
assistance in Melhourne, The attitude taken up
by the Premier is not ouly unconstisutional, but
illegal as well ; and T am prepared, if a division
is called, to vote for the motion of the senior
member for Ipswich.

Mr. BARBER (Bundaberg) : I desire to make
a few remarks on this motion. This seems to be
one of the positions of which someone has said
“ Fools rush in where angels fear to tread.”

The PREMIER : And that is why y.u rush in.
(Laughter.)

Mr, BARBER : The Premier, carried away
with a sense of his own importance, and with
his vindictiveness to the Commonwealth Go-
vernment, has seized upon this opportanity of
doing what he considers a very courage.us act in
endeavourirg to get one home on the Common-
wealth Government, Everyons knows what
has been the feeling of the Premier towards
the Commonwealth Government for a long
time, I might say that he has Feen as vicious
as a native cat agalnst the Commonwealth
Governmant. For some months past there
has beéen a movement to bring the whole
of the tramway employess in the Common-
wealth under one federation. The Minister for
Public Works geems to be astonished that an
organiser should come from New South Wales to
Queensland to organiss these men into a union,
to enable them to amalgamate with the federa-
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ation down South. The same thing has beer
done in all the other centres, Three weeks ago
anuther organiser proceeded to Adelaide and
organised the tramway employees there, and
hardly a month ago an organiser proceeded to
Melbourne, and endeavoured to organise the
tramway employees into a union there, an opera-
tion which was eminently successful. When I
was living down there sowmne twenty years ago it
was considered—and I may say from what one can
read that company has always been a company
of a most tyrannical charvacter as far as its
treatment of its empleyees is concerned. The:
organiser called on the secretary of that company
and placed the position before him. He stated
that the men were being organised and brought
under one union. The secretary issned some:
hundreds of circulars, one to each employee,,
asking the men to notify the company if they
had joined the union, and that in that case they
could no longer remain members of the union
connected with that company. In reply to that
edict, 800 or 900 men enrolled themselves under-
the banner of the new union. By the time the
organiser sent in his last report, which appeared
in the Syduey Worker some two or three weeks.
ago, it was estimated that at the end of Novem-
ber there would be enrolled in that union no less;
than 1,000 Melbourne men.

OrrosiTioN MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. BARBER: The conditions obtaining
there were almost on a par with the tyrannical
conditions which obtain here in connection
with this company. Why, two of the employees
were discharged from the Melbourn company
the other week ! One of them was charged with
the notorious and outrageous crime that when the
conductor rang the Lell he looked behind.
(Opposition Jaugbter.) And I want to say here,
whether the Minister for Public Works knows
it or not, that there are a lot of little petty acts
of tyranny practised in the Brishane Tram-
ways Company. He talks about the smooth
working of the Wages Boards Act. The hon.
gentleman knows absolutely nothing about it.
These few men who come to him are the servants
of the directcrate and spy on theirmates ! They
are the men who are the maleontents in this case,.
because the majority of the empluyees working
at the present time are in favour of coming into-
this union.

The PrEMIER : How do'you know that ?

Mr. BARBER : T mix up with the crowd..
If the Sccretary for Public Works or the
Premier would go out and mix with the men
and gain their confidence—which I am quite
sure they never will, because the men would
not trust them-thcy would soon find ous
the opinions of these men. The hon. member
says that since the decision of the wages board
was arrived at everything in connection with.
the Tramways Company has worked smoothly.

The SECEETARY, FOR PUBLIC WoORKES: Hear,
hear!

Mr, BARBER: Has it? The hon. gentle-
man is simply «xhibitivg bis ignorance when he-
is making that statement. Is he aware of the
fact that since the decision of that wages board
has been applied to this ¢ mpany, in a dozen
different ways these wen have been screwed 3
little privileges have been taken away from
them, and the whole system has become more
than ever suljected to espionage worse than it
was before the decision was applied.

The PREMIER : Those are merely unsupported:
statements.

Mr. BARBIER: Theyarenot; and I emphasise
here that what I am saying isabsolutely correct.
I know what I am talking about. I mix with
the crowd, and I know what their opinivns are.

Mr. Barber.]
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The PrREMIER : You are making statements
which you canuot prove.

Mr. BARBER: Will the hon. gentleman
keep cooi? I made a statement the other
weelt when the Works HEstimates were going
through which the Minister for Works con-
sidered was a most outiageous statement.

remsrked that as soon as these

[7.30 p.m.] decisions of the wages boards were

applied to the big industries, the
large employers of labour at once engaged
the best legal talent they could to ascertain
whereby they could get through the provisions
of the Act. No sooner was the decision of the
wages board applied to the Tramways Company
than the bosses came down to the hard-and-fast
and tyrannical conditions that exist in the
Tramways Company to-day.

The PrEmIER: They are still your unsupported
statements.

Mr. BARBER : What was the object of get-
ting the men to leave the Federal union? £ will
read the rules of this union which the men were
asked to join. They are as follow :—

To obtain legislative enactments, and to take
steps to obtain compensation for accidents where
the employees are liable. To prevent illegal stop-
pages of wages to members at the pay offices. To
provide an allowance for the support of members
who may be locked out or victimised, and fo resist
any unjust regulation connected with their em-
ployment, To assist kindred associations that have
similar objeets. To promote industrial peace and
efficiency by all amicable means, such as concilia-
tion, or the establishment of permanent boards to
adjust disputes and regulate wages.

The rules also provide that industrial agreements
must not be entered into unless approved by a
general meeting or aspecial meeting of the associa-
tion. Those are the rules of the union which the
Minister says this emissary was sent up fromn
the South to promulgate among the people here
and cause discontent. The Minister for Works
wishes to make a tinpot deity of this Wages
Boards Act. Does the hon. gentleman think
that because the Wages Boards Aect applies to
different industries in Quecnsland, the workers
of the State have arrived at the gates of Para-
dise? Does he think that there is no possibility of
their conditions being further improved now that
the provisions of this Wages Beards Act apply
to them ? I onlylookon the Wages Boards Act as
a pallintive. T always preferred the conciliation
and arbitration court because it deals more
effectively with large bodies of men that the
wages board never can deal with. The Wages
Boards Act is only a palliative. The hon.
gentleman dilated considerably upon this peti-
tion, The junior member for Fortitude Valley
pointed out that it was only necessary for these
men to secure fifty names to enable the Brisbane
Tramways Company men to be federated with
their brothers connected with the Southern
union. There has been no trouble in Adelaide.
The organiser want there and did his work, and
did it effectively, but Premier Verran did not
rush in and promise to spend the public funds to
fight the Federal Government on behalf of these
men. It is a very easy matter to secure petitions
of this sort. If hon. members opposite knew
what it was to ““‘hump bluey ” orto do hard slog-
ging work they would know that in shousands of
cases where the men have wives and children
depending on them to earn a crust for them and
keep a home for them, that these men out of
sheer necessity and force of circumstancesare com-
pelled to sign these petitions. (Hear, hear!) To
show that these petitions are very easily obtained
T have only to refer to the fact that when the
Wages Boards Act was first introduced we had a
petition from the warehouse employees asking
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that they should not be brought under the pro-
visions of the Wages Boards Act, and the
statements us:d then can be applied to this case.

Mr., Many : We also had a petition from the
barmaids and barmen asking leave to work
longer hours,

Mr. BARBER: When some of the heads of
the departments and subdepartments walked
round with a petition, it is a case of stand and
deliver with a pistol at the men’s heads, and
they are told to “Sign, or get.” As to
the date on which the men were asked to
appear in Melbourne, and of which a great deal
has been made, I would remind the hon. gentle-
man that a mounth is given in which unions can
apply to come under the operations of the Act.
Their meeting was held some time in Novem-
ber, and by the time this petition was sent
down the time had practically expired, Alshough
it was intimated to the men in Brisbane that
their presence would be required in Melbourne to-
day, it does not at all indicate that the
business will be proceeded with straight away.
As the hon. member for Iyswich poiated out,
in principle there is no difference between the
establishment of wages boards and courts of
conciliation and arbitration. The Minister
knows perfectly well that in practically all cases -
when members of the wages boards are sum-
moned to Brishane the only thing they do on the
first day they meet is to elect a chairman
and then adjourn. The Minister was reading
out in a very careful way the details of the
amounts that were paid to Mr. Sutch and others
in Victoria. I remember on one occasion going
into the hon. gentleman’s olfiice, and I heard him
reading out a list of sales, ete., saying, * Eggs,
643d. a dozen,” and he read it with the same
pathos, or bathos, as he read out those amounts
this afternoon. (Laughter.) The Minisier for
Works said we were encdeavouring to burst
up what was a'good union in Brisbane, (Hear,
hear.) That simply shows that the hon. mem-
ber does not know anything about this husiness,
because there is no union among the men, Socme
years ago the men were called together. They
met at midnight and formed a urnion. Someone
spied on them, and the very next morning the
name of every man who was present ab thag
meeting and who joined the union was known to
the bo-s, and they were given the option of
dropping out of the union or Jesving the employ
of the company altogether. Weknow very well
that when these men are given the sack there is
no reason given for it. I met a late employee of
the Tramways Company the other night in the
lobby, and bhe was tola that his services were
no longer required, and he had to go. He was
asked if he had anything to do with the forming
of the union, and he admitted he had a little to do
with it. That was quite sufficient evidence as to
why he got the sack.

Mr. D. Hunter : Do you believe Mr. Stephens
did that ?

Mr. BARBER : I believe he would do any-
thing.

Mr. D. HusteR ; I do not believe he ever did it.

Mr. BARBER : The hon. member for Wool-
loongabba has really no sympathy at all for these
men, and they have less for him. It is a well-
known {act that in the election before last one of
the officials of the Tramways Company actually
went round and eanvassed the houses of the tram
employees for votes for the hon. member for
Woolloongabba., No wonder that the men take
up the attitude towards him that they do! The
Minister for Public Works talks about hon.
members ou this side trying to burst up the
union. I read myself the objecis of that union,
and I challenge the hon. mewber to show that
there is anything bloodthirsty about them, All
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that these men seek for is to get a fair deal,
which the Secretary tor Public Works and the
Premier are trying to prevent them from accom-
plishing.  The Premier and the Secretary for
Public Works, with their Mrs. Partington mop
kind of business, will never stop these men from
accomphshm" their wishes to join the federated
union. The Premier thinks that he can exert
great power aud inflnence in the State, but he has
not the power to stop these men from orgavising
and becominyg a partner in that union. He may
be a man of considerable tonnage in his own
estimate, but he has not got sutlicient tonnage
to prevent that union from being formed. What
is at the back of the whole thing ?
Mr. Hauirron : Badger.

Mr. BARBER: The Premier knows as well
as any man sitting on_this side the value of
strong organisation. He 'knew what strong
organisation meant years ago, when he was con-
nected with this party. He knows its strength
and its power to-day, but the hon. gentleman
is simply a poor, weak, humble instrument
backed up by the great Employers’ Union, whose
object it s to burst up industrial unionisia in the
Commonwealth.

Mr, NEVITT (Carpentaria) : There are three
issues at stake in this question. The first is the
spending of Government money unconstitution-
ally ; the second is the attempt to destroy
unionism ; and the third is the use of public
money for the purpose of defending men who are
too mean to subscribe money to defend them-
selves. When these men were called upon to
say whether they would become affiliated with
this union—when 231 men could nos muster up
£10 te enable them to be represented by counsel
—it says very little for the conditions they are
labouring under, or it shows that they are too
mean to find the money The Secretary for Public
Works evidently thought the question was too
big for him to deal with, so he called in the
Premier to assist him, and the Premier
called in the Attorney-General. If  ever
there was a case in the history of Queensland
or in the history of uniounism, this is a caxe in
which unicnism should deal with thosa gentle-
men at the next oppcrtunity. The Premicr said
these men had no grievarcss, 1 have not been
intimately acquainted with wmany of the tram-
way employves, but I have never heard one of
them sav that the company treated men in a
fair and legitimate maun-r. Only the other day,
when the electric light employees of this com-
pany came under the decision of the wages
board, the manager of the company took away
their prlvxlegv tickets. Aud this is the company
the Premier and his satellites are uphol dmg‘
I heard him interjecting two or three times, ‘It
is & bald statement,” and T asked him to Take
inquiry whether thiais not trua. Tf men would
not be deprived of their positions, T could bring
them to the bar of the House, and get them to
state that what I say is a fact.

The PrEMIER: It is not for me to disprove
your statements ; it is for you to prove them.

Mr. NEVITT: How many times does the
‘hon. gentleman make statements in this House
which he does not bring evidence to prove? I
do not come here for the purpose of distributing
a lot of lies broadcast; I have no interest in this
matter beyond the interest of fair play between
man and man. That is all I am after, and that
is all the members of this party are after. It is
a fair and legitimate thing that we should 1nsist,
as far as lies in our power, in preventing the
Government frow spending money in an uncon-
stitutional manper. Some time ago I was pleased
to give my voie in favour of the Poor Prisoners’
Defence Bill. If the Premier had relieved thess
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men under that Bill, I would have nothing to
say, but these men are not eligible to come under
it, although the Premier makes them eligible.
I cannot tind” words strong enongh to express
what I feel on this matter—it makes one’s
blood boil when such outrages on public morality
take place. The Premiersaid the gentleman who
came from Melbourne was an agitator. I say
that wan was working in the interests of
humanity., When the hon. gentleman pr()dmed
public money to assist those men, was he working
in the interests of humanity ? "He may sayv so,
but I defy him to proveit. I say itis working
against the best interests of humanity, It is not
long ago since we had a Bill for the protection of
life and limb, but we could not get time at our
disposal for a Bill that would prevent serious
accidents to life and limb, yet the Premier can
find public m mey to defend a lot of **scab”
unionists.

The PreMigR : The talk of members opposiie
prevented the Bill from being considered.

Mr. NEVITT: The gag was applied and a
lot of boodle legislation has gone through since
then.

The PREMIER : We have been waiting for an
opportunity to bring it forward.

Mr, NEVITT: Wehave been waiting for it five
months, but you have kept it in the background
~you had *otter fish to fry,” to use your own .
phrase. What harm was that man doing when he
came from Melbourne to try and get these men
to band themselves together ar.d become aflitiated
with one united body ? 1 fail to see it, and no
one has attempted to show that there is anything
wrong, yvet public money is being used to pre-
vent it from being done. Then the Premier and
the Minister for Works xaid the Huarve-ter case
was on all-fours with this. The Jaw thas made
the Harvesrer case possible was passed by Mr.
Deakin and his eolleagues, and it is Leviuse that
law was wltra wircs that those men were forced
to spend money from upion fands,  There is no
comparison between thac case and this. Then
the Minister talks about the defence of State
rights. 1 weald like to know when the Miniiter
for Works became a defender of Btate rights, I
have here a sprech which he made wh n he was
anything but a Srate rights defender. He was
then sithing on the Opposition side, »nd he com-
plained that the Comimnissioner for Railways was
not administering this department in a proper
manuver. He said—

Hig own firm, on the other hand, had received
on 14th September 225 bags of chaff from Allora;
the railway weight was 169 ewt. 0 qr. 7 lb.; the
actual weight received being 184 cwt, 0 qr. 1 1b.

What did they do with the difference? They
kept it themselves. Was that defending State
rights? Why did the hon. gentleman, if he was
an honest storekeeper, not return it to the Com-
missioner ?

The SECRETARY FOR PubLic WoRKs : Why did
you not read the whole of this?

Mr. NEVITT : That is the absolute fact, but
I will read the whole of it if you like. .

His own firm, on the other hand, had received
on 14th September 225 bags of chaff from Allora;
the railway weight was 169 ewt. 0 qr. 7 lb.; the
actua! weight received being 184 cwt. 0 qr. 14 1b,
Perhaps someone might ask if they had reported
the fact to the Commissioner for Railways., Well,
they had not, for the simple reason that they had
repeatedly to pay on shortages, and they thought
this was only a fair set-off.

That does not alter the fact. T have not mis-
quoted the hon gentleman, or twisted what he
said in any shape. I gave the actual facts.

The PrEMIER: What has it to do with State
rights ?

Mr, Nevits.]
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Mr. NEVITT: It has a good deal to do with
State rights. The difference between 169 cwt.
and 184 cwt, belongs to the State, or to the
Commissioner for Railways.

. ’Il;he PreMIER : It has nothing to do with State
rights,

Mr. NEVITT: When you entrust goods $o
the Commissioner for Railays, he is to all
intents and purpases the owner of those goods :
and if the Minister for Works was such a
stickler for State rights, he would have returned
the excess of that material to the Railway Com-
missiner, to whom it belonged. Then the hon.
gentleman asked, in connection with the visit of
the organiser, why he did not go openly and
organise the men. It is a well-known fact that
if any individual goes to organise the tramway
employees and any of those employees take an
active part in the movement, they get the sack.
In times gone past the men tried to form a union,
but those who tock an active part in the work
got the sack. The hon. gentleman went on to
say that the organiser was a coward, and thas
his not calling a meeting econdemned his action
from the jump. I say that man had the welfare
of the tramway employees and their wives and
families at heart, and that is why he did not
come into the open and try to get those men
to form a union. Nobody knows better than
the Secretary fur Public Works that if he or
any other man tried to form a union, they
would get sacked to-morrow, because that has
been the case in the past, and it is reasonable to
assume that they would do it in the future, I
do not wish to take up the time of the House
any further, but I want to ewphasise the facs
that this money has been spent in an unconstitu-
tional manner, and every man who has the wel-
fare of Queensland at heart, and who is in favour
of a fair deal between man and man, will oppose
this action of the Government.

Mr. HAMILTON (Gregory): Tt seems there
is ‘“a conspiracy of silence” amongst the Go-
vernment supporters. A couple of Ministers
have got up and spoken and the hon. member
for Woolloongabba., Whether the members
sitting hehind the Government endorse the
action of the Government it is impossible to
tell, but if silence implies consent they certainly
do. It seems to me that the Hon. the Premier
brought down a lot of irrelevant matters
to obscure the real gravamen of the charge.
It is not the question of the visit of an
organiser trying to organise the tramway em-
ployees of Brisbane, but of the Government
spending pablic money—nob to prevent a
breach of the law, but to assist private indi-
viduals in trying to fight industrial unionism.
The Premier said he would step in to interfere
because the men were too poor to do it them-
selves, and yet the Minister for Works stands up
and says these men were quite satisfied with
their position and emoluments. If so, it is not
the place of the Government to step in.  All the
men had to do was to go to any firm of solicitors
for advice. Kver. the men who waited on the
Premier did not wait on him as members of the
Tramways Association, but as members of the
Protest Committee. One can hardly think that
the Premier is the same jndividual who in 1891
was an agitator hiwmself. The friends the h n.
gentleman now has behind him were calling the
hon. gentleman an agitator in 1891, 1 have yet
to learn that there iy anything discreditable in a
man being an agitator. No reform is ever ob-
tained without agitation. The foremest men in
reform movements, both political and economic,
have been agitators, and some of them have
sacrificed their lives in their work, The
very cream of manhood is amongst the men
whom the lon. gentleman hss termed agi-
tators. An organiser p.id by a federatel
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union of tramway employees came up here
to organise the tramway employees in Bris-
bane. The shearers unite themselves together,
and why should we not also have a federation
of labour as far as tramway men and railway
mwen are concerned? The time is not far distant
when we shall have a wider federation of labour
than the federation of the Commonwealth., It
will be the federation of the world, and our
industrial and economic movements to-day tend
towards bringing that about, The hon. gentle-
man, when he termed this man an agita‘or, did
him the highest possible complimens he could
pay. There is more manhood in one whom he
calls an agitator than in a thousand of the
creatures who came to him the other night. The
Premier and the Secretary for Public Works
interfered before they had any right to interfere.
The Government only had the right to step in
when there is a bredch of the law, but there was
no breach of the law here.

The PREMIER : Are you quite sure of that?

Mr. HAMILTON: T am quite certain that
there was no breach of the law, and the hon.
gentleman has not shown that there was any
breach. Talk about the Tozer régime in 189L
and 1894 ! It was not a bit worse than this; they
used Government funds to try and down the
shearers. The Minister is using the public funds
in thisinstance to try and prevent a federation of
the tramway employees throughout the Com-
monweaith, and he has done an unconstitutional
thing. It is a good thing if we have uniform
conditions brought about in rates of wages and
conditions of work.

he SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC WORKS: They
do not want their wages lowered.

Mr. HAMILTON : There was no talk about
their wages being lowered.  Fifty of these men
were quite willing and desirous of being under
the Commonwealth Arbitration Court. Wehave
no proof that there was any truth in the state-
ment made here that a majority of the tramway
employees are against coming under the Com-
monwealth Arbitration Court.

The SecRETARY FOR PuBric WoRks: There
is any amount of proof.

Mr. HAMILTON : I know very well that
there was a lot of dissatisfaction with their con-
ditions till quite recently. I know that there
are spies in the camp there, just as in
any other camp, and some of the men
have not got souls of their own. They
have wives and children to think of, and if
they come out openly they know they will be
victimised, When they struck against their
conditions a couple of years ago, before they
came under the wages board, a lot of them were
victimised, and every time they have attempted
to go in for better conditions sume of them bave
been victimised, and it has meant the coercion
of the many. If this action is alloned to pass
without protest by the Opposition, where is it
going to stop? If the Government can use
public funds in a case like this, there is no telling
how far a Government that will do this is pre-
pared to go. I coincide with the motion for the
adjournment of the House to bring this under
the public notice. When the next election comes.
ronnd I hope the thousands of unionists who
helped to place the hon. gentleman where he is
will remember his action and that of those who-
are applauding him.

Mr, FERRICKS (Bowen): While I do not
object to the style in which the Premier received
the introduction of this motion, I must protest
against the attitude of some of his ¢olleagues on
the Treasury bench, particularly the Minister
for Public Works and the Home Secretary, who
throughout the course of this debate have pnt on
a forced laugh, evidently with the intension of
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creating an impression that the matter is of
little consequence, I consider that this matter
is a very serious one, and I am surprised at the
action of the Becretary for Public Works in turn-
ing it off into a light vein. The Premier and his
colleagues have evidently been out to aim a blow
ab industrial unionism, with the ohject of doing
it some damage. The Premier asked for proof
of the assertion that the majority of the mems-
bers in the Tramways Company were in favour
of affiliation with the Southern branch of the
Tramways Union, and that proof is contained in
the facts which have been put before us this
afternoon. In the Courier—the official organ of
the (overnment—we are told there are 500 em-
ployees of the Brishane Tramways Company, and
231 signed the petition protesting againstinclusion
in the Federal Tramways Union. But how many
did not sign it? The majority of 269 did not
sign it. i
269 braved that intimidation and did not sign is,
Therefore, the majority of the employees
are in favour of affiliation with their brethren
in the South. The yuestion of State rights has
been advanced by the Secratary for Public
‘Works, and after he expressed himself in that
connection he gave the whole show entizely away.
The forced solicitude which the hon. gentleman
showed for the concerns of the workers, and his
statement thatit was an attempt to justify State
rights, shows that his solicitations
[§ p.m.] only amounted to canting hypocrisy.
The hon. gentleman would have
een better advised had he been much more con-
siderate in his contention, If he had said that
the action was taken in the interests of the
workers, then there would have been some
Jjustification for the attitude they took up, in
their own minds at least; but when they say
they are fighting the battle of State rights,
and then shed crocodile tears for the workers,
it is all sheer bosh. Tt may go down in
this Chamber, bnt it will not go down outside.
The Minister for Worls, both in his speech and in
his interjections, referred to the affiliation of the
Brisbane men with what he termed a Southern
anion. As a matter of fact, it is not a Southern
union at all, but an Australian union. And that
Australian union will mature in spite of any
scheme of opposition that might be advanced by
the Premier and his colleagues. The Govern-
ment and their followers in endorsing the action
of the Premier are, each and every one of them,
accepting a brief from Mr. Badger, the manager
of the Brisbane Tramways Company. They are
fighting Badger’s battle against the workers of
Brisbane. Ido not think that the people of the
metropolitan area are too much in love with
the company or its manager, because the
people of Brisbane sre bled to the extent
of £90,000 & year by this octopus. The people
of Brisbane have no wish to go down on their
knees to this Tramways Company, and it is sur-
prising to me that members sitting on the other
side agree to snpport this monopolistic institu-
tion, which is bleeding the people, not only of
Brisbane but of Queensland. We have been
told that the Government do not believe in class
legislation. T believe in class legislation, but
the class I believe in legislating for represents
nine-tenths of the people, but the class the hon.
gentlemen wish to legislate for is embodied in
the other one-tenth. At the commencement of
this session I was a member of a large and
representative deputation which approached the
Minister for Works and the Premier and asked
them if it was their intention to introduce during
the session a Biil to provide & statutory eight
hours a day throughout Queensland, and the
Premier replied to the deputation——
The DEPUTY SPEAXER : Order! Ihave
allowed the hon. member a very considerable
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latitude. He is dealing now with the whole
subject of legislation in regard to wovkers. T
must ask him to try to confine hisremarks to the
question hefore the House. I understand that
considerahle latitude must be allowed in a ques-
tion of this nature, and I have allowed it, but I
cannot allow 1t to be continued to the extent the
hon. member apparently wishes to go.

Mr. FERRICKS : I was endeavouring to
point out that if the Government is out in the
interests of workers and not for State rights, as
stated by the Minister for Works——

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: A reply to a
remark made by the Minister for Works with
regard to State rights will be quite in order, but
to debate the whole ramifications of State rights
is entirely out of order.

Mr. FERRICKS: It has been mentioned
during the debate, on an argument led by that
allezedly unionistic Aunt Sally of members op-
posite—the hon. member for Woolloongabba

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The
hon. member will have to couch his language in
parliamentary terms. I cannot allow any
member on either side to call auy other member
an Aunt Sally, and I ask the hon. member to
withdraw it unreservedly.

Mr. FERRICKS: I withdraw it. T was not
aware that I was trausgressing at the time. The
hon. member stated that the conditions of the
tramway men were superior to the conditions of
the tramway men in other places, and amongst
others he named Wellington, in New Zealand.
The aim of the tramway employees’ federation is
to federate the tramway employees of the Com-
monwealth., They do not go over to New Zea-
land at all. 1 might mention, for the benefit of
the hon. member for Woolloongabba, that New
Zealand is not in the Commonwealth at all, and
if he wants to make a comparison of the condi-
tious of the Brisbane men he should confine that
comparison to the conditions of the men in
some State of the Commonwealth. But he went
to New Zealand for a comparison. He might
just as well have gone to China, because the
Federal Arbitration Act only applies to the
Commonwealth, and New Zealand is not in the
Commonwealth, and the houn. member should
know that, When they go to this extent
in an attempt to justify their ground, they are
put to sorry straits indeed, and they are pro-
claiming loudly the weakness of theirown cause.
Oune other matter I would like to mention is in
regard to this indnstrial agitator who came up to
Prisbane from the South in the endeavour to
organise the men in the Tramways Company in
Brisbane. It has been pointed out in this House
that political agitators are very useful at times.
Sometimes, for instance, they are responsible for
sending a man away on a health trip, even
although that man may afterwards turn traitor,
We have another kind of nolitical agitator as
organisers of the People’s Progressive League,
who are outin the country getting £4 a week and
expenses paid.

Mr. MANN : £400 a year,

Mr. FERRICKS: The head man gets £400
a year and expenses paid. Because this indus-
trial organiser came to Brisbane to see these men
it is thought to be a very wrong thing to do.
Tf he had gone to Badger or any of his under-
strappers, then he would bave nullified his
efforts. But the action he took cut the ground
from under the feet of the sycophants in the
employ of the Tramways Company who act as
pimps on their companions. Another phase of
this question has been advanced during the
debate, particularly by the Minister for Works,
and he has instanced the referenda which will
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come off early next year. While I do not
intend to go into the merits of these referenda, I
would like to point out that unless these powers
are eunlarged to the Federal Government it
would be possible for the tramway em-
ployees in Western Australia, South Aus-
tralia, Victoria, New South Wales, and Queens-
land all to be out on strike at one time, The
State Governments could refuse to interfere,
and the Commonwealth would be unable to
interfere. The strikes in each of the States
might be on different grounds, and there might be
no connection with the different disputes, and
the Federal Government would be powerless to
interfere. The Federal Government are coming
before us early next year asking us to give them
power, not only to embrace tramway cmployees in
the different States, but also employees sitnated
inlike circumstances. But when this federation is
established, the employees who come under it
will be able to settle all their differences without
resorting to strikes and lockouts. Someone on
the other side made reference to revolutionary
socialists, In fact, it was the Premier himself
who made that remark, quite overlooking the
fact that in the early nineties he was one of that
brand himself. I would point out that if people
are badgered and dominated by people in mush-
room positions they will not stand it, and if they
cannot get their way by peaceful wethods they
will do it by drastic methods., It is only neces-
sary to refer to what tock place in New South
Wales some time ago. No one in Queensland
knew how closely we were to a revolution at that
time when the Premier of New South Wales,
acting under the advice of the capitalistic coal
vend, took measures to stop the strike. Our
State Premier so far bas followed this up by
attempting to bolster up these non-unionists.
That is a dangerous course to pursue. It is only
right that his action should be broughs before
the people of Queensland, because it is such
actions as these that lead to drastic methods being
adopted, and the step from drastic methods to
civil war is very slight. We have already
had experience of that in connection with the
shearers’ sirike in Queensland, when the military
were sent out West to shoot the shearers. What
could we expect from the Premier of Queens-
land if a similar set of circumstances arose to-
morrow ? We have had it from the Premier’sown
lips that he wonld leg-iron the strike prisoners.
He told us that himself. There is only one way
for peace to be proclaimed, and that is by the
workers organising. If they are prevented from
organising—if they are threatened and intimi-
dated and encouraged to take drastic meshods—
it will lead to civil war, I point out, in conclu-
sion, that this principle, if not pulled up now,
then, as pointed out by the junior member for
Ipswich, thers are unbounded possibilities of
what might be expected in Queensland. There
is nothing to prevent the Premier, backed by his
servile followers, taking the money belonging to
the taxpayers, and using it for political pur-
poses. The Premier is wusing public money,
without the sanction of Parliament, for unconsti-
tutional purposes. I am very pleased that the
motion has been moved. T hope that those
members representing metropolitan constituen-
cies, who are supporting the Gfovernment in this
action, will get their reward as soon as the
opportunity is given to do so.

Mr. PAYNE (Mitchell) : I think the hon.
member for Ipswich, Mr. Blair, put the matter
very wisely when he said, ‘“ I wonder where this
thing is going to end.” He was referring then
to the wrongiul expenditure of public money in
assisting the tramway men to be represented in
Melbourne. I think it is a somewhat unwise
procedure of this Government to use the public
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money to assist anybody. T listened very care-
fully to the arguments used by the Premier and
the Minister for Works in defence of their action
in using this public money, and I never listened
to a more flimsy or weak argument in defence of
any action. The Premier said that it was his
duty to assist any body of men. I wonder where
the Premier’s trade union principles have gone to.
Where are those trade union principles that
he used to boast about so much years ago?
Here we have a hody of 500 tramway employees,
and they could not raise £20 or £30 to have
themselves represented in Melbourne. Iremem-
ber the time when the Premier would turn to
them and say, *If you bave any manhood, put
your hands into your own pockets for a little
money, and show that you can be represented
frow your own body.” If it was a body of men
in a weak state, it would be a matter of humanity
to assist them, but for the Premier to try to
make believe that he was justified in spending
public money in having the case of these men
represented in Melhourne is nonsense. There
is no honesty about ii. And the argument
of the Secretary for Public Works was much
weaker, It isas plain us a pikestaff that the
Premier is trying to stop these men from
being converted into one consolidated union.
No man in the Commonwealth knows better
than the Chief Secretary the strength of indus-
trial unionism. Reference has been made to
the stand he took in the early nineties. The
upions of Queensland were proud of him, but I
regret that the Hon. William Kidston should
get up to-night and refer to an honest organiser
as an agitator, There was no greater agitator
in the Commonwealth than the hon. gentleman
himself, and he was a very good agitator at that
time ; and it ill becomes the hou. gentleman to
refer to any otherman asan agitator. We know
very well that all progressive movements in the
civilised world have been brought about by agita-
tion ; and, as far as the horny-handed son of toil is
concerned, we know very well what position he
would berin to-day but for the agitation that has
taken place in the past. It has been pointed out
that there wasno breach of the law by those fifty
men in asking to be registered. If there had
been a breach of the State law, I think the
Premier would have been justified in stepping
in ; but there has besn no breach of the law at
all, and I want to know where this thing is going
to end. If 230 members of the Australian
Workers’” Union came to the Chief Secretary
and wanted an advance of some hundreds of
pounds to see them through a case, would he
give them the money? The whole thing shows
that the action of the Government has been
taken for no other purpose than tostop industrial
organisation. If those men wanted someone to
represent them in Melbourne, they had only
to go to the hon. member for Barcoo or the
hon. member for Ipswich or any legal gentleman
either in this Chamber or outside. They would
not have to put up any money, because we
know very well that their word would be worth
£20. We are told that the tramway men in
Brisbane receive good wages and are contented,
which is not ceorrect. It has been puinted ont
that even the 230 signatures to the petition that
has been spoken of dov not represent a majority
of the tramway employees, and it would be
interesting to know if that petition was pre-
seuted to every one of the employees. I have
heard a good deal about agitation to-night, but I
am not ashamed to rise in my place and say that
for a good number of years I have been an
agitator. The hon. member for Gregory referred
to the troublous ‘times in 1891, and to the stand
which the Chief Secretary took then. I do not
believe in burning and destroying property, but
I have been a consistent agitator ever since I
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came to manhood : and, because a man believes
in the spirit of unionism, itdoes not follow thast
he is not a respectable citizen.

The SECRETARY rOR PuBLIc WoRKS: Who is
trying to prove that?

Mr. PAYNE: The Chief Secretary referred
to anarchists, and it ill became the hon. gentle-
man to do so, No man in the House should say
less about indussrial agitators than the hon,
gentleman. I could say a good deal about his
action in connection with industrial organisations
in the early nineties, but I will not do so: The
Chief Secretary and the Minister for Works, in
spending the taxpayers’ money to assist those
500 men, are simpiy degrading them, and I
never listened to such hypocrisy as fell from
these two Ministers. If they were in earnest,
they would have said to these men, *“ You are
quite strong enough to look after your own
affairs and settle the matter between yourselves.
It is our business to stepin if you violate the
law of the land.” During the last two sessions
the Government have done such peculiar things
that it would be interesting to know where it
will end. Speaking from a humane point of
view, I say that the action of the Premier will
do more to bring those men down to the gutter
than anything I know of.

. Mr. RYAN (Barcoo): I have much pleasure
in supporting the motion moved by the hon.
member for Ipswich, Mr. Maughan, and I think
that hon. gentleman is to be commended for the
action he has taken. I cannotthink of anything
more discreditable on the part of the Govern-
ment than the act of spending public money
for party purposes. I consider the (rovernment
have spent public funds to fight the Labour
party and to fight unionism ; and the evidence
of that is to be found in their speeches and in the
answers which members gave to the deputation
last night. I will refer to what the Minister for
\«V%rks said in answer to the deputation. He
said—

We have already the necessary machinery, which is
working satisfactorily; and an outside body comes
and tries to cause trouble.

. The SrcrerarY For Prusric Works: Hear,
hear !

Mr. RYAN :
Surely we have a right to protect the men., It
shows what is going to happen if this Referenda
Bill is ecarried, and things are carried to Mel-
bourne. Pity the community!

Mr., FoLeY : That is the trouble.

Mr. RYAN: That is the trouble. They must
defeat that referenda ; and they inust use the
public funds to do it. The hon. gentleman said
to-night it was a case of fighting for State rights.
When before this did the Government spend
money to protect State rivhts? Is it not only
since the Federal Labour party came into power
that they have been so anxious about State
rights ?

Hon. R. Puitp: I fought for State rights
against ihe Barton Government?

Mr. LexNoN: You did not use the public
funds.

Mr. RYAN: I consider this is one of the
most important motions brought before the
House this session.

Hon. R. PaIre: It’s all bunkum !

Mr. RYAN : It is one that greatly concerns
the people of Queensiand, and it will closely con-
cern the Government when they next meet the
people—that is, if the resalt of this motion is not
to warn them to desist from the course of con-
duct they are entering upon. We bad the
degrading spectacle of the leader of the Govern-
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ment scorning the base degrees by which he rose.
We saw him acting traitor to the principles
which placed him in his position, and going back
on the platform he signed, his defection from
which placed him amongst his present colleagues.
What is the position? We have established,
not by Mr. Fisher, but by the Barton-Deakin
party, a court of compulsory counciliation and
arbitration—a court established with all due
regard to State rights. And we have a certain
number of the employees of the Brishane Tram-
ways Company—fifty of them—who
[8.30 p.m.] applied as members of an association
in a constitutional manner to be
registered under the provisions of the Act pro-
viding for that court of conciliation and arbi-
tration. That is all perfectly constitutional.

Hon. R. PHiLp: What about the other 450
who do not want 1t ?

Mr. RYAN: I will come to the other 450
directly. If they did not want to sign to be
members that is their affair, but they have no
right to prevent one single maun from becoming
a member of that association.

Hon. R. PHIrLP: Yousay that one man should
dominate ten.

Mr. RYAN: No; I do not say one man
should dominate ten; but I say that 500 men
have not the right to say what T shall do or
whether these fifty men shall join a union or not.

The TrrASTRER : The fifty sheuld not domi-
nate the 500 either.

Mr. RYAN : The fifty will not dominate the
500. The fifty persons who signed that are bouna
by that organisation, and the others are not.
now come to where the shoe pinches, and it is
the Act which was passed by the Federal Par-
liament giving preference to unionists. That is
the whole trouble. The people the Government
are assisting are not these people who come up
and say they want to bhe represented in Mel-
bourne ; it is the Brisbane Tramways Company
who are interested. These fifty men, six weeks
ago, at the instigation of an organiser who
came from the South, sent in their names to
this association as desiring to become mem-
bers and to become registered under the
vrovisions of the Commonwealth Arbitration and
Conciliation Act.- We are told that that man
came up and did not cail an open meeting of all
the employees. If he had taken that proceed-
ing, he would have been a great fool, because no
one knows better than the hon. gentleman who
leads the Government—and who I am sorry to
say is not in his place at present—the necessity
for organisers in cases like this not to let the
employer know what they are doing, because the
unfortunate men who had the courage of their
convietions to sign on as members would lose
their positions. Is pot that the experience of
unionism all over Queensland ?

Mr, LanD : They blacklist them all over the
country.

The SECRETARY YOR PUBLIC LANDS
ancient history-—not modern history.

Mr. RYAN : He ge's fifty men to send in
their names, and they are all who are concerned.
An application is made six weeks befors the 13th
December, and they send down that application.
‘These penple who now come, and that we have
the public funds spent upon, start upon the 28th
November a petition which no doubt took some
days to get the names to it, and got to Melbourne
very late, with the resnlt that they got the reply
back on the 12th. That was as soon as the
registrar could do it, and if there is anyone
to blame that they have not had much time it is
themselves.

Mr. Forey : Does the Minister know this?

Mr. Byan ]

That is
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Mr. RYAN : Of course, the Minister knew
all about it ; and if the trudh is told, this depu-
tation was not arranged by the men themselves—-
I suppose it was engineered by the Brisbane
Tramways Company. I am only giving my
opinion, one which 1 think is shared by a great
number of members in this House, and a great
number of people outside this House who happen
%0 be in the know.

©OPPosITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. RYAN : Il anyone reads it, they will see
‘that the petition is a tyrannical acs 1o prevent
+these fifty men becoming members of this
association. It sets out—

We, the undersigned employees of the Brisbane
Tramways Company, Limited, desire to protest
@gainst any proposal to include the Brisbane tram-
way employees in the Australian Tramway Em-
jployees’  Association, or the Australian Federated
Industrial Organisation of Tramway Workers.

‘It is within our knowledge that a minority of
the Brishane tramway employees have submitted
their names as members of the organisation above
referred to
Those are the important words—-

(registration of which, we understand, is being
applied for), but seeing that such names were
obtained by a personal canvass, that many of the
employees were not approached in the matter, and
that there were not any meetings at which those
of us who are opposed to membership could express
our views, we, the majority, confidently appeal by
petition for the Brishane tramway employees to
23 excluded from any such organisation or associa-
wlon.

Who can be excluded? Only the fifty men who
have signed on, because the others are not mem-
bers of the association at all, These men come
to get public funds spent to prevent those fifty
wnen from becoming members of that association.

The TREASURER: The award will be binding
apon all parties who are summoned.

Mr. RYAN : This is not a question of award
at present, but a question of registration. T
<draw the attention of the hon. gentleman to a
pravision in this Aet—section 60 of the Common-
wealth Conciliation and Arbitration Aect, sub-
section (1)—

If it appears to the registrar—

(a) That for any reasons the registration of an
organisation ought to be cancelied.
there is provision for it to be -cancelled. This
registration is not a final thing at all. If they
<an show any valid reason why registration
should not take place they would be heard even
subsequent to registration. =»
The TREASURER : It would take a long time.

The SECRETARY FOR PubLic Works : If fifty
only were concerned, why send a notice to the
wthers ?

Mr. RYAN: T will tell the hon. gentleman
why notice is sent to them-—becanse they harve
sent in a petition objecting to the registration.
Any association with fifty bona fide members
has the right to come in, even if there should be
10,000 against them ; and the only question for
‘deciswp is whether they are bona fide members.
There is a suggestion contained in this that they
are not bona fide members ; and that is the only
Ppoint the registrar can hear argument on if
these come before him in Melbourne, I sup-
pose 1t is decided by this time. It is the only
reason why these people can come forward. We
know there are seventy now, because twenty
names have gone down since. There are a far
greater number who wish to sign, but they are
afrald to sign on account of the Brisbane
Tramways Company. 1 know any amount of
men who were advised to sign this petition
objecting to registration by Labour men, but
simply because they knew the thing would
be of no use, and to protect themselves and their
wives and children, they did so. I think

[dfr. Ryan.
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the position was put very well by the hon. mem-
ber for Leichhardt, when he said that this was a
case of civil war against the Federal Govern-
mint. Here is a perfectly constitutional action
taken by certain employees of the DBrisbane
Tramways Company, and we have the public
money brought in to frustrate them. There is
no possible chance of frustrating them; but it
gives us an opportunity of knowing tuv what
length this Government will go for party purposes.
I do not think any Government can become
more daring than to dip their kands in the public
sreasury for their own party purposes. Thatis
what the Government have done. It is part and
parcel of the policy which, to my wmind, they
have been pursuing lately at the public expense,
of endeavouring to gain favour at the hands of
some of the wurking classes. There was a state-
ment in the Brisbane Courier the other day that
they were going to build houses for the people
who would Dbe engaged on those railways that
have been passed.

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC WORKS: Do you
object to them ?

Mr. RYAN: I do not object to them ; but
they are going to build those houses in order to
try and bribe those people to vote for the
Government.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : No, no !

Mr. RYAN : It is a very good thing to state
plainly what we think and what we mean. The
attitude of the Government reminds me of the
Trojan horse. The Greeks could not take Troy,
but they made the Trojans a present of a wooden
horse and gut it inside the wall. Then when the
army withdrew to the isxland close by, we all
know what happened. Ths soldiers came from
inside the horse and captured the city. That is
what this Government is trying to do with the
labouricg men. They are stopping inside this
wooden horse and endeavouring to get their sup-
port, and then, when they go into power, they
will rend the working man.

The TREASURER : Do you object to their being
made comfortable?

Mr. RYAN : I do not object to them being
made comfortable ; but T do object to these pro-
posals being made to gain support. This is all
part of & policy which 1s an attempt to keep this
party in power. They will stop at nothing ; and
they have come to the very lowest point when
they dip their hand down into the public treasury
for party purposes as they have done on this
occasion. The Minister for Works says it is
fortunate that the hand of the Commmonwealth
Government was shown so soon. This was done
to draw my attention to the outside interference.
I challenge the hon. gentleman to say where the
Commonwealth Government have acted in this
matter at all. It is a case of fifty tramway
employees in Brisbane using the machinery of a
court which was established by the hon. gentle-
man’s own party. The Commonwealth Govern-
ment have nothing to do with this whatever. I
would like the hon. gentleman, by way of inter-
jection, to enlighten me as to where the Com-
mouawealth Government are concerned in this
matter. He is silent; he cannot answer. It is
quite obvious that they have not interfered at
all, It is merely a use of words for party pur-
poses, the same as they are prepared to use the
public money.

Mr. Hasrorox : There has been no breach of
the law.

Mr. RY AN : Certainly therehas beennobreach
of the Jaw by these fifty men ; there has been a
strict observanceof the law. HEverything has been
done constitutionally, and then we are going to
get counsel briefed in Melbourne who will find
perhaps that they have no locus standi. Why
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did not the Attorney-General tell these men to
geb their own solicitor? Why should he spend
public money to have their case put forward—a
section of the community who have no right to
be heard at all?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS : I am
afraid you are bit very hard.

Mr. RYAN : I do not feel hit very hard ; I
think the hon. gentleman is hit very hard.
.gave him a fair challenge to state whether the
Commonwealth Government was interfering,
and he was unable to give an answer. I
have much pleasure in again supporting the
motion. There is one other point which I had
forgotten—that is, the comparison of the Har-
vester case. When the Premier was speaking,
the Minister for Lands was tugging at his coat-
‘tails to tell him to ring in the Harvester case, and
'he quoted from the Foderal Hansard in reference
to that case. Inthat casethe fight wus to deter-
mine whether a certain Act of the Common-
wealth Parliament was constitutional or not.
That is an entirely different thing from this.
It is admitted that the Arbitration Act was con-
stitutional.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: Is it
:admitted that money was paid by the Govern-
ment ?

Mr. RYAN : Yes, money was placed on the
Estimates and passed by Parliament in the
ordinary way.

The SEORETARY ¥OR PusLic WoRks: Only a
portion of it,

Mr. RYAN : Of course it was only a portion
-of it, because they only paid a portion of ie. If
they had paid the lot, the lot would have been
‘mentioned.

The SkcRETARY YOR PuBLic Works: It was
-on the Supplementary Estimates.

Mr. RYAN : It may have been on the Sup-
plementary Estimates, but they took the consti-
tutional course of asking the sanction of Parlia-
meut to pay that money. (Hear, hear!) Aud
Parliament had a perfect right to have that
matter put before it, because it was money paid
toascertain the powers of the Commonwealth.
If something similar to that had been done in
this case I would have supported it, but the two
cases are quite different. I may say that when
I read that paragraph in the paper this morning
I was astonished. 1 was reslly astonished when
I saw that the Premier said he was going to
give these men any assistance at all. The
‘Government bave no right to pay the legal
-expensss of these men to te represented in Mel-
bourne, especially when we have been told that
they have been living under such eonditions that
they do not require any conciliation or arbi-
‘tratinn ceurt at all, The argument advanced by
the Premier is ridiculous, and I shall support the
motion.

OprposITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear !

How. R. PHILP (Townsville) : What is the
-oceasion of all this noise ?

Mr. Lexxon: The Brisbane Tramways Com-
pany.

Hon. R. PHILP: Tt seems that the
TLubour party throughout the session have been
making a very poor fight. They feel that their
case is a pretty bad one. The House will adjourn
next week, and their friends will say to them
outside, ‘“* What have you done this session ?
You have done nothing.”
hMr. Hamizron: You will not be able to say
that.

Mr, MuLran: You have done pretty well.

Mr. Rynaxp: You got your little railway.

Hox. R. PHILP: You got arailway. (Laugh-
der.) I never got one railway atall. (Govern-
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ment laughter.) The Labour party are fighting
because their triends outside ars saying, *‘ You
arenogoodat fighting ; you cannot make a fight at
all ; why don’t voudo sumeshing 7 Thatis why
it suddenly struck the hon. member for Ipswich,
Mr. Maunghan, to say, ‘“Here is a splendid
opportunity for me to distinguish myself.”
(Laughter.) If the Labour party are good at
anything, they are gocd at calling somebody else
a bad name, That is their ~tock in trade: abuse
the other fellow, (Go for bim, he will not reply.
He will not deign to reply, so bave a good go at
hitn. We had the hon. member for Bundaberg
this afternoon graphically describing about a
man bumping his ‘“bluey.” Why, be never
humped “bluey ”in his hfe! T do not believe
he ever saw a ‘“bluey ” in his life. (Laughter.)
‘Why, theship he arrived in had not done rock-
ing when the hon. member for Bundaberg came
into this House. (Laughter.)

Mr. BArBER : I have been in Australia eleven
years, at any rate. I woiked my passage out.
It was not paid for me.

Honx. R. PHILP: Well, you have done pretty
well in eleven years, (Laughter.) The hon.
member for Carpentaria is in a terrible state,
and he described these tramway men as *‘ scab’
unionists. I think those men, man for man, are
just as good as he is,

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hesr!

Mr. Ryan: What sort of argument is that ?

Mr. Laxp (to Mr. Philp): You do not care
whether they are ‘“scabs” or not.

Hox. R. PHILP : There are 500 employees of
the Tramways Company. Fifty of those Sram-
way employees want te be affilialed with the
other unions and 450 do not want it at all. Why
should fifty men be allowed to sway the destiny
of 500 men?

Mr. NevitT : That is a bald statement, Where
do you get your figures from?

Hox. R. PHILP - Itis not a bald statement.
There are 500 employees in the Tramways Com-
pany. I travelin the trams, and I often have a
talk with the conductors,

Mr. Laxp: They will not tell you anything;
they know too much for that, (Laughter.)

Hox. R. PHILP: I generally talk with them,
and after the wages board decision one of them
volunteered the statement to me, * Mr. Philp,
we are the best paid trainway men in Australia !”

Mr. Forey : Was it Morris?

Howx. R. PHILP: That was what was told to
me by one of the men.

Mr. Corrins : What about the profits of the
Tramways Company ?

Hox. R. PHILP: T do not know anything
about the profits, as T am not a shareholder,

Mr. HARDACRE: In New South Wales they
pay the tramway men better wages.

Hox. R. PHILP: The tramway men in
Brisbane assure me that they are the best paid
tramway men in Australia.

Mr. NgvitT: Then they ought to be able to
pay for their own legal advice. (Hear, hear!)

Hon. R. PHILP: It the Brisbane men are

_the best paid men in Australia, they do not want

to juin the Federal union. They come under
our own Wages Boards Act, and they are quite
satisfied with that. If these fifty men could
join the Federal union without bringing in the
other 450, it would be all right.

Mr. Ryax: They can do that.

Hox. R. PHILP : No. The trouble is that
these fifty can drag in the other 450.

Mr. Ryan: No.

Hon. B. Philp.]
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Hox. R. PHILP: Then if that it so, why do
t_hese 450 men protest against the action of the
fifty men in wanting to join the Federal union?

Mr. FoLey : Because the company asked them
to do so.

Hox. R. PHILP : T am not in the secrets of
the Tramwavs Company, like my friend the other
hon. member for Townsville.

Mr. Ryax : The company would be subject to
the award and would be subject to the penalty.

Hox. R. PHILP : Then the other 430 men
will be dragged into it. Queensland can settle
all her own quarrels. I hope that all our own

industrial matters will he settled

{[9 pm.] by Queensland. It is not right

to drag the whole of Australia into
the industrial matters of the State.

Mr. Haurwrox: The
labourers are all federated.
Mze. LeNnNoN: What about the Pastoralists’
Union ?
_Hox, R. PHILP: Isay here that I believe in
State vights. (Hear, hear!) T think it would
be better for Queensland if she were by herself,
Mr. Laxp: You voted for federation.

Hox. R. PHILP: I did, and I would vote
again for federation, but 1 never voted for a
federation to interfere with State matters.

Mr. HamrDACRE: The question is whether
State money should be us=d to fight for these
men.

Hox. R. PHILP: It is a fieht for trade
unionists. This is an opportuuity to abuse
every man in the Chamber who does not fall in
with their views. This is regarded as a splendid
opporbunity for members opposite to stand up
and abuse these men belonging to the Tramways
Company.

Mr. Hamiurox : They are non-unionists.

Hox~. R. PHILP: Whether they are non-
unionists or not I do not care. T employ as
many unionists as the hon. member for Gregory,
and more. When hon. members opposite say
that this is done for political purposes it shows
how fallen those gentlemen are.

Mr. Hammwrox: You could not get men to
work for you unless they were unionists. They
wonld have to be univnists out shere. (Hear,
hear !)

Ho~. R. PHILP: That is not the question.
T have never objected to a man being a trade
unionist. A man has a perfect right to do any-
thing he can to better his position. I do not
object to these fifty men signing the petition to
bring them into the Federal union o long as
they do not drag in the other 4530 with them.

Mr. Harpacre: It is not the business of the
Government to spend public money in helping
them.

Hox. R. PHILP : 1 saw a letter from an
officer of the Commonwealth Government—the
registrar. I understand that this letter was re-
ceived yesterday, and it asked these men to
appear in Metbourne to-day.

Mr. Lexvox: They addressed their petition
to that Commonwealth officer.

Hon. R. PHILP: Any common-sense man
must know that these men could not appear in
Melbourne to-morrow. I am satisfied that no-
body in this House knows how the tramway
employees vote—whether they vote for Govern-
ment or Labour. T think that this case is on
all-fours with the Harvester case in Melbourne.
Mr, Mackay was not paid by the other side, and
he had to pay his own expenses. The men had
their expeunses paid by the Fisher Government.

[Hon. R. Philp.
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T think it is a bad thing to stand by the Fisher
Government in that matter. Of-course, Fisher
can do no wrong and Kidston cain do no right.
That is the argument of hon. members opposite.
It is nothing but abuse of the Government.

Mr. NeviTT : You do not know the Premier
as we do.

Hon, R. PHILP: I knew very little of the
hoa. member for Carpentaria $ill he came to this
House. I warn him that he will burst some day
if he does not look ous, (Laughrer.) He goes
about in a terrible way with his blood boiling, so
he had hetter be careful of himself. I wonder
that the leader of the Opposition did not start
this matter. I thought we would bave finished
it by 4 o’clock. Instead of that the minds of
members have been inflated by the hon. gentle-
men’s supporters, and we have been kept going
until 9 o’clock. I hope that we will keep going
now until half-past 10 o’clock. We have wasted
a whols day. We had a very important matter
in front of us—the amendments in the Mines
Regulation Bill, that hon. members were calling
out for. Hon. members were allowed two days:
to discnss that Bill, but as they have wasted the
whole of to-day over this other question we
ought to go on with this question until it is time
to adjourn,

Mr. Corrixs: It was the action of the Govern-
ment vhat wasted the time.

Hon. R. PHILP : It would have been quite
sufficlent for the mover of the motion to have
spoken and the leader of the party, and then we
could have taken a vote on it. Butno. Here
was an opportunity not to belost by members on
the other side. They had neglected their duty
before, but here was an opportunity to go for
the Government and call them a lot of harsh
names.

Mr. BHamiLTox : You lost no opportunity of
going for them when you were over on this
side.

Hox. R. PHILP: Abuse is the stock in
trade of the Labour party. They believe in
throwine mud in the hope that some of it will
stick. 'That is only part of their game. I can
honestly say that it was never part of my game.
I have never abused anyholy. (Opposition
laughter.) I have never descended to the low
personal statements that were made in this
House this afternoon.

Mr. HarDaorg : This is a matter that might
lead to a civil war.

Hon. R. PHILP: The hon. member for
Leichhardt may talk to his grandmother about
civil war. There is no civil war here. Thisis a
question of State rights. If we are going to
have war we will have war, but this is not going
to bring it. I have always defended State rights
and I will defend them again.

Mr. Hawpacre: If the State Government
fight against the Commonwealth, would not that
be civil war?

Hov. R. PHILP : There was no occasion for
all this abuse this afternoon, but the Labour
party saw their opportunity of having a go at the
Government, and that is all they care for.

The TreasvrReR : Political fireworks.

Hon. R. PHILP : I am sorry that men should
so far forget themselves as to call other men
““scab” unionists. I consider that these 450 men,
man for man, are as good as they are every time,

Mr. NEVITT: Where do you get your 450 from ¥
There are only 231,

Hon. R. PHILP: These men are working
hereevery day ; they are getting good wages, and
they are entitled to get them,

An OpposITION MEMBER: We all say that.



HMotion for Adjournment. [13 Drcemsrr.] Motion Jor Adjournment, 2779

Hon. R. PHILP: Nobody has a right to
refer to these men in that way, and it would
serve them right to get a smack in the face from
some of those “ seab” unionists.

OrrosiTioN MEMBERS: Oh, oh !

Mr. NEvIrr: You never abuse anybody.

Hox. R. PHILP: What right have you to call
them that? It is evident that we are going to
have a night of it, and I think I have given
members, opposite something to reply to. I
notice the hon. member for Herbert getting
up to go for me, and I am satisfied that we are
going to waste the whole evening over nothing
atall. We have not many days left before the
close of the session,

Mr. Mrrran: We are in no hurry to adjourn
next weelk.

Hoy. R. PHILP: I thick most members
want to adjourn next week. It is hard work to
come five days a week, but there is s:ill a lot of
work to be done ; and I am sorry, at the dying
hours of the session, we should waste a whole day
as we have done this afternoon.

Mr. COLLINS (Burke): The hon. member
for Townsville talked about ijuflaming minds ;
and then he went on to say it would be a good
thing if some of the members who referred to
men as_‘‘scabs’ were to get a slap across the face
after they left the House. I do not think any
member on this side has done as much towards
inflaming men’s minds as the hon. gentleman
has done. T expected the Government was
going to do something in connection with this
tramway trouble, because for weeks we have
bad leaders in_the Courier about the tyranny
of unionism. For weeks the Courier has been
inspired by the Premier to write these articles.
We have heard a lot about the tyranny of
unionism, and it would be as well if we heard
something about the tyranny of capitalism as
represented by the Brisbane Tramways Com-
pany. It has been said that this company
pays its employees better than any other tram-
way company in the Commonwealth, Rven if it
does, it is not saying much for the company,
which makes greater profits than any other
company. The Premier referred to revolu-
tionary socialists. I am not aware that there
are any revolutionary socialists in this House,
and I may tell the hon. gentleman that rvevolu-
tionary socialists do not believe in conciliation
andarbitration. They say there should be nothing
to conciliate or arbitrate about, and the worker
is entitled to the whole product of his labonr,
The Premier does not seem to understand the
position.

The PREMIER: Much better than the hon.
gentleman.

Mr. COLLINS: Then he did not prove that
this afternoon. He ought to understand ir,
because at one particular period he was classed
as a revolutionary subject ; and I remember the
time when the Qneensland Government were
desirous of arresting the hon. gentleman and
placing him in prison.

Mr. MURPHY : So they ought.
have hanged him. (Laughter,) A

The PREMIER: That is what you have been
trying to do ever since. (Laughter.)

Mr. COLLINS: But the hon. gentleman
kept within the pale of the law. At one time
the hon. gentleman wrote poetry ; and I will
read something of what he wrote in connection
with the railway men. The conditions are
somewhat similar—

And if you are a railway man, I'd have you for
to know,

You’ve got to ask your gaffer where your sympathies
should go.

They ought to

Your heart, your purse, your conscience to their
keeping you must bring;
Why, it’s getting even hotter than when George
the Fourth was King.
* £ * * *
‘W. Kipsrox.

Written during the great shearers’ strike, to be

sung to the stirring air of ‘“ The Wearin’ of the
Green.”’
(Loud laughter.) I do not know that any
member on this side is a writer of revolu-
tionary poetry such as I have read. (Laughter.)
The hon. member for Townsville said, by
the way of interjection, that one man should
not dominate ten. The idea of fifty unionists
dominating 450 is something terrible! It is
terrible also to think that for ages past (ne man
has been allowed to dominate tens of thou-
sands. And that is what is done to-day when-
ever capitalists get the opportunity. Thatiswhy
we are trying to bring about the federation
of the tramway employees. The Minister for
Public Works said this emissary from the South
went about whispering to the men. What sort
of conditions must exist when any organiser has
to whisper to the men? If we wanted any argu-
ment to prove our case, the Minister for Puklic
Works proved it up to the hilt by showing that
the men are afraid to join the union openly tor
fear they would get the sack. If these conditions
exist, as I believe they do, the Government
should have come to the rescue of the men and
teld the Tramways Company they would not be
allowed to stop their men from forming a union.
The day of sectional uuionism is over; and we
should seek the federation of labour net only all
over the Commonwealth, but throughout the
world.

The PrREMIER : The Japs included.

Mr. COLLINS : Japs included. I am sorry
that in this country such conditions exist ; and I
am sorry that the Premier, who at one time
inspired the electors with that poetry of his,
should so fall away from the path of virtue, as it
were—the path of progress—and be ranked
amongst the most reactionary Premiers in the
world. Owieg to the existing tyrannical condi-
tions, we are told that the tramway ewmployees.
promised Mr. Badger that they would be good
boys while he was away in London. What are:
we coming to in Queensland ? Where is the
manhood of these men?  Isay they should join
the union. They should stand erectand be men.
When they join this federated union will it mean
the lowering of their standard ? Not a bit of it.
More than likely it will be the means of raising
their standard. Ihope that when they go into the
federation the Federal Arbitration Court will give
snch an award as will Jessen the profits of the
company and improve the position of the men.
It has been said that we have wasted time this
afternoon, but the Premier is responsible for
that, because it is owing to his action that this
party thought it desirable to take action, T am
glad the question has been brought forward,
because it shows that we have in Queensiand the
most tory Government in the Commonwenlth.

Mr. LENNON (Herbertj: When the hon.
member for Townsville sat down I thought I
might speak, because the hou. gentleman twitted
me with not yet having spoken on this subject.
I won’t take up much time to reply to that state-
ment, except to say that my idea is that a good
general does not do all the tighting himself, and
there is very little need for me to take the brunt
of the fray. The remarks of the hon. member
for Townsville are in a large measure like those
which have fallen from the Chief Secretary.
They both spoke about everything except what
we are really discussing. the pastoralist
industry can be federated all over Australia, is
there any reason why the tramway men should
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not be federated over Ausiralia? When they
try to show these fifty tramway men, simply
because they want to join a union for their own
protection, dominate the 450, it is perfectly
absurd,  If fifty men came forward to join the
People’s Progressive League, the mere fact that
they joined the People’s Progressive League
would not say they would have any influence on
450 other men to join them. Fifty is the statutory
minimum number, and thatis all that is required.
That was the work which the organiser was sent
up to do, and which he did, and there was no
reason to waste his time with trying to augment
that number to 500, The Minister for Lands, in
reply to the hon. member for Barcoo, said that
‘these men were nnt in any way intimidated by
the Trawways Company when they were en-
deavouring to form a union. The Minister for
Lands tried to make out that the hon, member
for Barcoo was trying to fabricate a case, that
‘intimidation was ancient history and not modern
history, and yet 50 vards away, at the Queens-
land Cluh, a first-class steward, who had served
the club faithfully for three years, was summarily
-dismissed because he dared to take action in the
formation of a stewards’ union in Brisbane.

The SECRETARY FOR Pusric Lanps : How do
‘you regard the treatment of the men at Adelaide
weferred to in the earlier part of the day?

Mr. LENNON: I take the words of the
Minister for Works, and say it has nothing to do
with the case.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS :
intimidation was on the other hand.

Mr. LENNON : The gravamen of the charge
is that this Government have used public money
for the purpose of bolstering up a powerful com-
pany, and preventing that company from being
in any way injured by having to pay the men
‘better wages and give them better conditions.
It is a matter of public notoriesy in Brisbane
that these men are bounced and bullied and
badgered by the company, These men who are
regarded as pimps—who said that they would
not do anything during the absence of Mr.
Badger—came along and found favour with the
‘Chief Secretary, the Attorney-GGeneral, and the
Minister for Public Works, who listened to the
tale of woe which they told, and provided public
money to enable them to brief a barrister to
.defend their side of the case. Ifthesepentiemen
would turn their attention to some awards which
have been made in Brisbane lately—particularly
in vegard to the candle-makers, who were awarded
a miserable pittance of £1 19s. a week—if they
wonld try to prevent these poor men from being
trodden down, it would do themn some credit.
But when they try to protect the Tramways
‘Company, when called upon to give better wages
and conditions, it is a pitiable exhibition on the
part of the Government.

The SecreTarY FOrR PuBric Laxps: The
conditious of these men are better than those of
-others in the State.

Mr, LENNON: I doubt it very much. I
have travelled a good deal for the past three
years on the trams in Brisbane, and frequently
heard the tram men speak of the conditions
under which they were working. No doubt the
-conditions are better now than they were two
years ago, but I have heard the men complain
of the long hours, the poor pay, and the domin-
ation of one man. The hon. member for
Townsville complains of the domination of these
fifty men, but what has the domination of
Mr, Badger been for the last fifteen years ? I
consider that this motion has not been brought
forward by the senior member for Ipswich,
as the Hon. the Chief Secretary alleges, for
the purpose of blocking the Mines Regulation
Biil. It has been moved for the purpose of
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blocking the underground engineering Bill who
#its on that side, to show him up to the country.
This is a justifiable motion, and it is most oppor-
tune. It was only this morning that we heard
that this little scheme had besn arranged between
the Premier and the tramway men, and this
party did not allow one moment to elapse before
bringing on the motion, so that all the talk that
this 1s for the purpose of obstruction is mere idle
words, The Chief Secretary and the Secretary
for Public Works have tried inevery possibleway,
by introducing foreign matter, to answer the
charge made. The charge is that this Govern-
ment has dipped its hande into the public
Treasury to boost up the Brisbane Tramways
Company.

OprosiTioN MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. CRAWYORD (Fitzroy): 1 think we
would have been extremely wanting in our
knowledge of the duties of an Opposition if we
had allowed this matter to go by without bring-
ing it bheforethe House. Ifinvolvesaninfringe-
ment of the Copstitution in regard to the matter
of dealing with public funds. It is a matter
which conflicts with the principles of democracy
which give cause for the existence of the paity
on this side. I am satisfied that the silence
which has been so conspicuous on the other side
indicates that they are anxious to strike a blow
at unionism, and they have seized on this oppor-
tunity, which, I am convinced, is engineered not
by persons who presented themseives to the
Premier, but by others far higher in intelligence
and with greater funds behind them. Tt is quite
obvious that this action of the Government will
not have any retarding effect on the growth of
unionism ; on the contrary, it will give a great
impetus to unionism, and show to those who
have been apathstic that it is all the more neces-
sary to organise, in order to combat the powers
arrayed against us, especially when those powers
are strengthened by a Miuistry whose members
are willing to dip their hands into the public
Treasury in order to assist them. We have
heard a great deal about the compelling of men
in this matter, and so on, but that argument is
‘“‘flat, stale, and unprofitable.” It has been
brought up against us on every occasion we

began to form & union. I had an

[9.30 p.m.] identical experience some years ago
when I, with others, attempted to

form a union in Mount Morgan. The very men
who are loudest in condewnation of the unions
are the very first to gather the benefits that
accrue from those who have had the courage and
manliness to brave the intimidation which is the
inevitable concomitant of the attitude they take
up in forming these unions. One effect will
be

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LaxDs : To delay
the passage of the Mines Regulation Bill. This
is all fireworks.

Mr. CRAWFORD : I am astonished to hear
the remarks of Ministers and others who support
the Ministry, who know that they are dominated
by one man. Here we have forty men domi-
nated by ove man. All silence! They sit
silent, and allow him to dominate them. They
allow him to dip hix hand into the Treasury, and
they allow him to say that he will make them
sit down and will not allow them to speak.
Fancy the inconsistency on their part to talk
about tyranny when they submit to the domina-
tion of one man as they do !

THE SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
tyranny is over there.

Mr. CRAWFORD : I am glad to see that the
Minister for Lands is somewhat excited, hecause
I know that he of all members objects very
strongly to the domination of this one man.

OrposITiIoON MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

The
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. Mr. Maxx : He objects strongly to if, and he
is the only man who does,

Mr. CRAWFORD: He has not yet: given
public utterance to his objection to the dictation
of one man.

Mr, MaveHaN : That will come in the recess.

Mr. CRAWFORD : We can see here that one
man is dominating nearly fifty members of this
House, so let us hear no more about one-man
domination, becanse it comes with very bad grace
and very inconsistently from Ministerialists and
memb-rs over there, who are every day domi-
nated by one man. If members over there are
going to support the Government in their action,
they are at the same time committing themselves
to a deliberate attack on unionism. There is no
getting cut of it. This action of the Premier’s
1s an attack on unionism, and those who are sup-
norting the Premier are also attacking neionism,
That fact will not be lost sight of by us when the
t'me comes for us to place these matters before
the people.

Mr. HARDACRE : The worst thing is that it is
an attack on the public Treasury.

Mr. CRAWFORD: T listened attentively to
the speakers on the other side, and I did not
hear one argument which would satisfy one
reasonable mind that there was a justification of
the action taken by the Premier in interfering
with the ordinary process of the formation of a
uaion. Whas jastification had the Prewder in
arraying himself not on bebalf of a union but
against a union, and not on behalf of a body of
employees but only on behalf of a section of
employees ?

An OpprosITION MEMBER ;: Parasites.

Mr., CRAWFORD : 1 will not say they are
parasites, becanse I know something of the
feelings of men when unions a e being formed.
But there was no justification for the Premier
to interfere at all in this way. The Premier
could have told these men to be men. The
Premier is not ignorant of unionism. Nn one
will say that the Premier is ignovant of the
methods that must be pnrsued in strengthening
unionism, and he knew perfectly well that the
real manly course for these men to pursue was to
take their own means and communicate with Mel-
bourne and ask for the case to be delayed. I
think that that delay in the hearing of the case
could have been obtained. The Commonwealth
Arbitration Court is not in such a hurry that it
would inflict an injustice on men. They do not
wish to do that. What they wish to do is to hear
the whole of the circumstances of the case, and,
so far as we know from the reenrds, the Common-
wealth Arbitration Court deals ont justice, If
justice comes in any court in the Commonwealth
it comes there, Lecause they insist on knuwing
all the circumstances of the case before they
arrive at a decision. We well know that when
unions start they must be started in cecret, The
Premier himselt knows that. He kuoows very
well that a union cannot jump into existence
fully armed, but that they must gradua.ly per-
sutade members to joiu the union. There are
many ways of persuading men and pointing out
to them the acknowledged Lenefits of unions,
and the men who are most against them are the
men who afterwards become the best unionists.
These men had to be convinced that unions are
for their benefit, and that is why in many
localities they are slow in formming unions. [
must say that the manner in which this union of
tramway men was formed was not any different
to the manner in which the unions have bsen
formed in other industries.,  The agitator comes
along and has a talk with first one man and then
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another, ard gradually a spirit of unionism
spreads amongst all the men.  There is a desire
awmong them to become united, aud they recognise
the value of combination for their own benefit and
protection. It is always a few who are willing
to combine together and agree to pnut down their
namers, They take the initial sactifice and the
initial risk on themselves of bringing unions into.
existence, as they kmow that in time it wmust
grow. I recollect when I was in New Zealand
we started a union there, and eventually brought
it to the arbitration court. Our fiist weeting
was at night We met by stealth in an old
abandoned brick-kiln, snd we had for a light a
candle stuck by its own grease on the top of a.
brick. There were five of us at that first meet-
ing, and we had the satisfaction of seeing that
rnion grow nntil there were hundreds of mem-
bers in it. We should not blame the agitator.
He must come along in a quiet manner, and he
must do his work quietly in view of the intimi-
dation which is practised by employers the world
over.

Mr., MaveHaN: The Coalminers’ Union was
started under similar conditions.

Mr. CRAWFORD : We have got to recog-
nise that the union is not local but Federal. The
local control is not taken away. There always
remains sufficient lccal control to look after the
welfare of the union, but the unions all through-
out the Commonwealth are becoming Federal. It
is worth the while of this Ministry to take some
lessons from these unions, which are showing a
truer Federal spiric than any member of this
Ministry haseverdone. (Hear, bear!) Sofaras
wages boards are concerned, I do not intend to
deal with them, but it is not always that cases
of grievances come before wages boards. Mul-
titudes of cases arire which do rot ecome before
wages boards at all. There are cases involving
a reduction of wages, and involving the sack,
which do wot come before them at all, I know
personally that the tramway men have griev-
ances, because I ride on the trams every day,
and I converse with the tramway men.
frequently, like the hon, member for Townsville,
talked with these men, and I learned a good
deal from them. I was told that men are called
up to the tram office and they are dismissed
arbitrarily, and they are not given the slightest
reason for their dismissal. Nothing is more
unjust or more arbitrary or more inequit-
able to a man than being dismissed without-
being given some sort of reference as to the
manner in which he carried out his services in
order that he might get employment elsewhere.
There are cases of that sort in  alundance
where men have been dismissed by this company
arbitrarily, When we coosider that this com-
pany has become wealthy at the expense of the
people, then to dismiss from their employ men
who have a good record ard who have given
steady attention to their work—to dismiss them
without giving reasons for so doing is arbitrary
and unjust conduct. With regard to the mea
who waited on the Premier, I am firmly con-
vincad that they did not visit the Premier of
their own acesrd, but that they went there at
the dictation of an intclligence greater than
their own, and a will power aund influence
greater than their own. They were tools in the
hands of some greater puwer than themselves.
‘T hey have by their action earned the con'empt
of their fellow-workers, and the contempt of
those who have been engaged in bringing
unionism to what it is to-day, by allowiog them-
selves to be used as tco's by an unseen hand, but
whose name can easily be guessed at. These
wen, far from baving succeeded in the attemps
which 1they made to break down the cause of
unionism, have succeeded in strengthening it,

Mr. Crawfaord.’,
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because they have drawn public attention to the
evils which exist in our midst and which have not
been given public attention to for a considerable
time, but they are now brought before the public
in a most public manner in the place where such
grievances should be discussed. I consider that
the action of the Premier in 1nterfering, not at
the wish of the weak willed fellows who allowed
themselves to be made use of, but at the instiga-
tion of the Tramways Company, to speak plainly,
is interference that is altogether unwarrantable,
Tt 1s unfederal, unconstitutional, and undemo-
cratic.  In drawing attention to it we are only
doing our daty, and we will earn the gratitude,
not only of the men in the movement, but of the
men who before long will be bound in one great
union in different parts of the Commonwealth :
and we will earn the gratitude of all those who
love fair play, and all those who are upholders of
constitutional principles. Therefore, Irejoicethat
this motion has been bLrought forward, for
reasons which are parfectly satisfactory to every
reasonable mind.

Mr. RYLAND (Gympie): T wish to say a
few words before this goes to a vote, [ am
entirely in favour of the motion, because the
Premier has shown a hostile attitude towards
organised labour. What are the real facts of
the matier? The workers in connection with
our tramways in Brisbane want to become
members ot the Australian Commonwealth
‘Workers” Union.  They ate orgamsed now
on trade union lines, and now the upportunity
has come in the shape of our Common-
wealth legisiation, by which we can make
better counditions, if only taken alvantage of,
for those who come in and re organisei with
their fellow-workers in the other Sbates.
A certain number of men made ayplication to bs
registered, and the waster was to come on at
a certain date ; but some persons working for the
Tramways Company objecied, and approsched
the Premier with the view of getting nis asuls-
tance. It hus been said that the men seeking
registration do not represent the majority of
employees, Neither do the 231 repressnt the
majority ; yet the Premier tukes up their case
and says he will see that an objection is made in
Melbourne to the registration of these men, and
that he will find the money. The fifty men
who want registration are finding their own
money ; they did not go to the Hon. the Premier
for assistance. Thuse who are ohjecting do
not represent the honest, straightforward
employees, but the ““master’s me=n,” who
are always prevared to point on  their
fellow-workers.  The Premier is championing
their cause, and getting connsel to vepresent
them in Melbourne. The Commonwealth Arbi-
tration Act gives opportunities to employees
throughout the Commonwealth; and that Act,
in common with our Wages Boards Act, was
passed on the assumption that it would be backed
up by unionism, so that when it was necessary
to bring cases forward people would not have to
go to the Government for assistance. The
unions in the various States have done a greas
deal, but they cannot do anything like the
awount of gnod to the workers generally that
can be done by moving together with one step
righs throughout the Commonwealth. The
Australian unionism is their larger hope, from
which they may expect grester salvation ; and in
the Federal Arbitration Court they will get
better protection than they can hope to get from
the State Wages Boards. It is from that larger
spirit of unionism that the workers will ges
lasting good ; and for the Premisr to come along
and put his arm into the Treasury up to the
elbow and find money to prevent them from
joining the Australian union is against anything
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ever donse before in this House. It Is using State
funds to defeat a Commonwealth law. The
Premier and the Minister for Works said, ¢ If
we allow this to go by unchallenged whut will
he the effect ?”  And they pointed to the two
laws to be submitted to the people on the 26th
April, g0 as to give the Federal authority wore
power. Under the Commonwealth law at pre-
sent the Federal Arbitration Court can decide
as to wages and conditions in Brisbane; and the
Ministers flashed the red light, and teld the
electors to beware of giving enlarged power to
the Federal Parliament. As far as [ kuow, the
workers of Queensland would  prefer to get
awards from the Federal Arbitration Cuurt,
because there is a better chance of getting justice
than under a wages board. All the Prewmiers in
Australia will 1ot be able to defeat Common-
wealth iaw. They may raise objections, and
they may employ counsel to fight the cause of
the States, but the great intelligence of the
industrial world is against them, as they will
learn on the 26th of April. It hasieen stated
that this question is on all-fours with the
Harvester case, but it is guite different. In the
Harvester ca~e union funds were used in fizhting
a case and getting a decision uuder Federal
law; and it was alterwards considered by
the Federal Parliament that the unions had
been doing national work in getting that de-
cision; and the Federal Government broughs
in a recommendation that they shonld ve re-
couped their costs. Is that what the Premier
did in connection with this malter ?  Did
the tramway employees incur expendiiure in
what 1ths Premier considered to be a national
work, and did he tell thews he would recom-
mend that Parliament should rav the cost and
that the money would be refunded to the men?
That would have boen on the same lines as
was done in connection with the Harvest-
er case, but he has not done
[10 p.m.] so. He says, ‘I will instruct
counsel to appear for you in Mel-
bourne to-day, and see that, in connection
with this application for the organisation of
the tramway workers in Brisbane, these men
are not allowed to join the tramway workers
of Australia.” Mr. Badger would not allow
them to join a union in Brisbane. He said
he would not have any union, Some of them
said, “ We will not join the Brisbane union,
but we will join an Australian union,” and
the Premier comes along and says, ‘‘Mr.
Badger will not allow you to join a Queens-
land union, and I will not allow you to join
an Australian union.” And not only that,
but he used State funds to do it. He called
in all the wisdom of the Cabinet to help
him in what he considers a national ques-
tion; simply to prevent the tramway workers
from becoming members of the Australian
Tramway Workers’ Union. In fighting this
Commonwealth law—and the State Premier
is fighting it—there is not a Premier who has
tried to fight it yet who has not gone down.
Mr. Wade tried to fight it with regard to
wire netting. Fle took the matter nto his
own hands and said, ‘“No matter what the
Commonwealth law is, I am going to have
things as I think they ought to be.”” He
broke open the doors of the Custom-house,
which he said once belonged to the Govern-
ment of New South Wales, and should belong
to it again. He took the goods away, but
he had to take them back again, as he found
that the Commonwealth law overrode the
State law, and we will find the Common-
wealth law will override the State law as
regards this question.

Mr. MaUGHAN: Where is he to-day?
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Mr. RYLAND: He went down. The Pre-
mier is going to try to override the Common-
wealth law now by not allowing the tramway
-employees to join the Australian union; but
the more he tries to do it the more deter-
mined he will make the electors of Queens-
land and Australia to vote “ Ves’’ at the
<coming referendum on the 26th April next.
The workers in the shearing industry found
it was better to take advantage of the Com-
monwealth law. The State Premier of New
South Wales raised all the objection he could,
and sent telegrams up here to try and pre-
vent them going into the Federal Arbitration
Court, but that did not prevent the shearers
of Australia from taking advantage of the
Act, neither did it prevent the Common-
wealth Arbitration Court giving an increased
wage of 4s. per 100 sheep. Then ths Water-
side Union have taken advantage of it. The
unions, knowing the advantages which their
brother toiler has received from the Com-
monwealth Arbitration Court, are deter-
mined that they will not be deterred from
taking advantage of this board. They will
not remain satisfied with the State wages
board, but will join the Australian union,
and get the advantages of the arbitration
law as passed by the Federal Parliament.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I
have to draw the hon. member’s attention to
the fact that he has exhausted the time
allowed by the Sessional Order.

Mr. O’SULLIVAN (Kennedy): I regret
that if was necessary for the Opposition to
move the adjournment of the House to call
the attention of the country to this unconsti-
tutional action on the part of the Govern-
ment. It is astonishing to think that in s
country like Queensland, where we have s
pure and free democracy, there is a Govern-
ment which is going %o wuse the people’s
money for a purpose for which it should not
be used. Here we have a Government which
18 going to dip its hands into the Treasury of
the State to forward sectional unionism or
non-unionism. If was unconstitutional for
trades unions to use their funds for certain
purposes, as decided in the Osborne case;
and if this case was taken to the highest
court of the Empire, I believe it would be
found that the Government had no right to
divert any funds of the State to the particu-
lar purpose they have in view. I would
advise members to watch very closely the
next Auditor-(}enera.l’s report, to see if he
will give his assent to the funds of the State
being used for this purpose. If it was wrong
in the case of a union to divert funds
towards a particular purpose, then it wwas
doubly wrong on the part of the Government
representing every section of the community
to devote the funds of the State in the manner
indicated. The hon. member for Townsville

asked what was the occasion for all this
talk ?

. The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: Hear,
ear!

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: The Minister says
“Hear, hear!” It is always the way. The
wolves and the foxes always want to get at
the flocks, and when they find out that the
watchdogs—the members on this side—are
calling public attention to these things, they
do not like it. We should be lacking 1 our
duty as an Opposition if we did not draw
attention to this. Those who have had ex-
perience in trade unions know very well that
the power of monopoly is so great, ‘and some
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employers are so unscrupulous, that raen
have to combine, and use judicious means
to get men to assist in forming trade unions.
The Minister for Works said that it was a
very unmanly thing for an organiser [rom
the Southern States to come as an emissary,
and go round to those men. That is the
only course possible in many cases, if men
who have the interests of their fellow-workers
at heart are to organise them into any unicn
whatever. I have been in places where to
speak of unionism meoant the sack imme-
diately. When these men®come along with
the petition and say they are well treated
by the Tramways Company, I am reminded
of the gentleman who runs the tramway,
of his overbearing manner towards the
men from time to time when they have
tried to organise a union. There has been
some talk about men being agitators. When
there is a great wrong done, it is the duty
of every man who can see clearly the need
of combination to right that wrong by every
means in his power within the law. It is
no use shutting our eyes to the fact that
there is industrial war in the world. There
is_industrial war undoubtedly. Labour, as
labour, is combining against capital, as capi-
tal—the one fighting for a greater measure
of the results of their industry, and the cther
—the capitalist—to retain as much as possible
of the results of labour. And although in-
dustrial war is a terrible thing, still that war
is to be preferred to slavishness on the part
of the worker and unscrupulous dictation on
the part of those who have the power of
the sack held over the worker. Now, these
men who have determined to come under the
Arbitration Act are seeking for justice in a
peaceable manner. As pointed out by the
junior member for Gympie, they want to
come into a wider sphere of brotherhood so
far as industrial matters are C()ncc“rned. I
think it is the duty of men who have the
interests of industrial peace at heart to sce
that these men will join together with their
brother unionists in the South, or whataver
part of Australia it may be, so as to eusure
under the Commonwealth Arbitration Act in-
dustrial peace throughout the Commonwealth.
It has been shown by the hon. member for
Warrego earlier in this debate that the great
organisation with which he is identified bas
secured industrial peace throughout Australia.

At 10.17 p.m.,

Mr. MUGLLAN: T beg to draw attention to
the state of the House.

Quorum formed.
Kr. O’SULLIVAN: The hon. member for

Warrego proved cenclusively that those who
are working in the organisstion he is con-
nected with have found that under the Com-
monwealth Arbitration Act it has been very
beneficial to them, and that is why we want
the tram employees to come under it. In the
whole of the industry with which the hon.
member for Warrego is identified, industrial
peace has been secured, which undoubtedly
could not have been secured under the States’
Wages Boards Acts. I do not wish to delay
the House. There have been splendid argu-
ments shown why we should resent the en-
croachment on the part of the Government
to use the funds of the State to back up any-
thing pertaining to non-unionism. The fol-
lowers of the Government are giving them
permission to do it, so that when the country
1s next appealed to I hope that we will have

Mr. OSullivan.]
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a reversion from a Government like this,
and that true democracy will reign in its
stead.

Mr. LAND (Balonne): 1 am pleased that
this motion was moved to give members an
opportunity of expressing their opinion on
this subject. My opinion is that the Govern-
ment have made a great blunder. Whether
they have done it intentionally or not is a
matter best known to themseives. My
opinion is that the men who came here to
gebt the Premier to assist in endeavouring to
frustrate the action of those fifty unionists
did not come of their own free will at all.
It would be too thin altogether to ask any-
one to believe that. There are fifty men who
ab the instigation of the organiser outside
have expressed themselves as being desirous
of joining the federated union. The names
of these fifty men were got on the quiet, and
for a very good reason indeed. If it had been
known by the company that these men were
endeavouring to join a federated union, then
they would have been discharged, because
it is @ well-known fact that the company will
not allow its employees to form a union.
That is a well-known fact, and no member
of this House can deny it. If the Premier
wants to test the feelings of the 500 men in
the employ of the company, let him take a
secret ballot as to whether they are in favour
of forming a union or not; and I guarantee
to the House that the majority of those 500
men are in favour of joining a union. There
were 231 names attached to an open sheet
protesting against the action of the fifty men.
Any man who has got any sense at all would
know that those men were not game to refuse
to put their names down. Over fifty men
want a union. Their names were got secretly,
and the other men’s names were got because
they were afraid to refuse. If the Premier
wants to do anything, why does he not save
the bleeding public from being robbed by
Badger and his Tramways Company? They
are charging the people double fares, and
look at the inconvenience they put people to
in the suburbs!

Mr. MurpHY: They charge 6d. to go to
the races.

Mr. LAND: The worst feature of the
whole thing is that the Premier is using the
public money to assist the non-unionists to
defeat the unionists. Look at the effect such
an action as that may have! Suppose that
some trouble arose in connection with the
unions in the West. Suppose that there was
a strike, and men were brought from the
other States and from other parts of the
world to take their places. There was never
anything like this done in the past. We
have heard & lot about the tyranny of
the worker. I have had a lot of experience
amongst workers, and I would like to ask
what tyranny can the worker exercise? What
do the unionists want? They only want to
try to better their conditions,

The SecrETaArRY For Pueric Works: Take
up to-day’s Observer and you will see what
the unionists are doing down South.

Mr. LAND: The Observer and the daily
Press of Brisbane are like the Minister for
Works and the Premier—they will publish
anything they like, and.the Ministers will
say anything they like. So far as tyranny
goes, the only tyranny that is practised is
practised by the employer, and it is the
worst form of tyranny, too. They are the

[Mr. OSullivan.
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men the senior member for Townsville always
champions, and he championed them to-night.
The hon. member wanted to show that the:
450 men were being tyrannised by the fifty.
Tt is the employer that practises the tyranny.
I have known the secretaries of the Pastoral
Unjon to have black lists circulated, and
under cover of an envelope they would de-
prive a man of the opportunity of earning
his daily bread in the country. Does any-
one know where the unionists can do that?
Can the Premier quote one case where the.
workers have done that? The workers are
always powerless and helpless. In late years
they have become federated, and they are
getting more power now as they go om. It
1s an absolutely wrong thing to spend public-
money in the way the Premier is going to-

0.
Mr. J. M. Hoxrer: It is a low-down thing..

Mr. LAND: It is a bad thing and a blun-
der. Where is it going to end, as the hon.
member for Ipswich said to-day? If a cer-
tain section of the community can get the-
Premier to use public money to represent
them in Melbourne—-

Mr. J. M. HunTtER: And his position.

Mr. LAND : Is he going to extend it to the
rouseabouts and shearers and workers of all
descriptions when they make a similar appli-
cation? If he is not going to do it for them,
why does he single out this particular case
now? The Premier is using the public money
of this State for the non-unionists against the:
unionists. It will not do much good, because
the people of Australia will see through it.
I know that the people of this State will not
forget it when they are called upon in a
month or two.

Mr. FOLEY (Townsvilley: I would like
to say a word or two on this matter. I would
not have risen at all had it not have been
for the specch delivered by the senior mem-
ber for Townsville. He.accused this side of
going in for abuse, but he went in for more
abuse than any other speaker to-day. (Ilear,
hear!) His whole speech was a tirade of
abuse against members on this side. I wani
to say, in as few words as possible, that I
agree with the motion before the House in
order to call attention to the action of the
Government in dealing with this matter
brought before the Premier last night by two
representatives of the tramway employees. In
dealing with that matter I will point to the
statement of the Premier himself. In speak-
ing to the deputation, he is reported to have
sald—

All these men may De called out at any moment..

I think that the Premier wilfully misstated
the case when he made use of those words.
The Premier himself, being an old trades
unionist, must know that the application to
the Registrar of the Commonwealth Arbitra-
tion Court immediately does away with the
possibility of strikes.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The
hon. member is not in order in saying that
the Premier wilfully misstated the case.

Mr. FOLEY: What I wish to convey is
that the Premier must have known that when
a union applies for registration, immediately
the application is granted that union must
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cease from striking, because one of the funda-
mental principles of arbitration is to do away
with strikes and lockouts. The Minister for
Works says it is the duty of the Govern-

ment to protect the workers, and
[10.30 p.m.] he gives that as a reason why

the Government should provide
money for legal assistance in this matter. If
fifty of the men had made 1t known that
they wished to register, and the tramway
company objected, and the men had gone to
the Minister, would public money have been
used to enable them to get registration? I
think I can answer the question In the nega-
tive; and I can only come to the conclusion
that the object was to profect the tramway
company against the possibility of having
their men registered in the Tramway Em-
ployees’ Association of Australia. ~ A good
deal has been said about only fifty men hav-
ing signed the petition for registration; but
it was only necessary for the organiser to
get fifty names. I take it that he got the
first fifty he asked, and there was no need
for him to go further; so the argument that
fifty want to dominate 450 falls to the ground.
As a matter of fact, I may mention that my
attention was called to this matter when I
was going home to dinner. Like the Pre-
mier, I did not read the Courier this morn-
ing, and I was not aware that anything had
taken place. My attention was called to the
matter by one of the tramway employees,
who told me that they protested against the
Government interfering with their business.

OpposTION MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. FOLEY: And he told me that their
secretary, immediately they found out what
the Premier had done, wired to Melbourne
mstluctmg a barrister to insist on the regis-
tration. So the Premier has not got the
thanks even of the tramway employees. If
they become enrolled in the Federal Tram-
way Employees’ Association, tney will have a
better chance of getting their grievances

ighted than by Mr. Badger at a conference
with the men. The Premier, who has been
a working man, should know that when a
conference takes place between employers
and employees, it is a bold employee who
will stand up and insist on grievances being
righted and justice done. The very fact of
his doing so would be the signal for him to
be a marked man—an undesirable person to
have in the employ of the company. These
are things that are done; and no reasons are
given for dispensing with a man’s services in
such a case. I have gone through the mill
myself, and I know what I am talking about.
The Premisr knows it also; but, unfortu-
nately, since he wrote the verses from which
the hon. member for Burke quoted, his
opinions have changed considerably. At that
time the people with whom he is now asso-
ciated would have jumped on him as an
agitator. I do not wish to speak at length
on this question, which has already been
ably dealt with by others; I only wish to add
my bprotest against the Government usiug
public money as they have done in this
case. The Government have no right to use
public money for any purpose unless autho-
rised by Parliament; and the sanction of
Parliament was never asked for the expendi-
ture of this money. Nothing has been said
on the other side to justify this expenditure,
and I hope the people outside will resent the
action of the Government when the oppor-
tunity arises.

191081

[18 DecEMBER.]

Adjournment. 2785

Question—That this House do now adjourn
(Mr. Moaughan’s motion)—put ; and the House
divided :—

Avzus, 26,
Mr. Barber Mr, Mann
5 Blair 5 Mnughan
., Bres'in » May
Coliins ,» Mulcahy
»
,» Coyne » Mullan
,» Crawford ,» Murphy
., Ferricks » MCL"A.ehlan
,, Yoley , Nevitt
,» Hamilton . O'sullivan
» Hardacre ., Payne
,, Hunter,d. M. , Ryan
, Land M Rzlﬂ.nd
, lennon ,» Winstanley

Tellers: Mr, Crawford and Mr. Nevitt,

Nozs, 35.

My, Allan Mr, Hodge

,, Appel ,, Hunter, D,
,» Barnes, G. P. ,, Keogh

,, Barnes, W. H. ,, Kidston

,» Booker ,, Macartney
,» Bouchard ,» Morgan

,» Breunnau a ay l’aggh

,,» Rridges ,, Petrie

,» Corser ,, Philp

,, Cottell ,, Rankin

,, Oribb ,, Somerset
,» Denham . Swayne

,, Torrest ,» Thorn

. TForsyth ,, Tolmie

,, Grant ., Walker

,, Grayson ,» White

,,  Guun ,, Wienholt

,, Hawthorn .
Tel’ers: Mr. Cottell and Mr. Walker.
PAIRS.

No—Mr. Fox.

Resolved in the negative.

Aye--3r. Lesina.

RABBIT BOARDS ACTS CONTINUATION
BILL.

AND FIirsT READING.

On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR
PUBLIC LANDS, this Bill, which had been
joitiated in Committee, was real a first time,
and the second reading made an Order of the
Day for to-morrow.

INITIATION

ADJOURNMENT,

The PREMIER : T beg to move that the
House do now adjourn. As there seems to be
an objection on the other side of the House to
discuss th2 Mines Regulation Bill, we will put it
down to the foot of the paper. Fhe first business
to-morrow will be the Native Animals Protection
Act Amendment Bill.

Mr. LENNON: I did not hear what the
hon. gentleman said about the basiness for to-
MOITOW.

The PREMIER : The business will be as on

the business-paper to-day, starting with No,

3—the Native Animals Protection Bill.

Mr. MURPHY : Before the Hause adjourns,
I hope the Premier will reconsider that. As far
as T ain concerned about the proposal to pub the
Mines Regulation Bill at the bottom of the
paper, if other members of the House feel ag 1
do, he won’t get any of his other Bills through
betore Christmas.

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

Question pub and passed.

The House adjourned at ten minutes to 11
o’clock.

Mr. Murphy.]





