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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

TUESDAY, 13 DECE:\iBER, 1910. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER (W. D. Armstrong. 
Esq., Lockyer-) took the chair at half-past 3. 
o'clock. 

ASSENT TO BILLS. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER announced the­
receipt of messages from the Governor, inti­
mating that His Excellency had assented to 
the following Bills:-

:Margarine Bill ; 
Harrisville School of Arts Land Mort· 

g·age Bill; 
lHackay School of Arts Land Sale Bill. 

PAPERS. 
The following paper vms laid on the table­

of the House :-Papers in connection with 
the pooling and sampling of cream at depots 
in the \Ve-st ::'v1oreton district. 

The following paper, laid on tho table· 
of the House, was ordered to be printed:­
~·~,r~·ulations under the Navigation Act of 
J.8!b. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS. 
REPORT IX ,. BRISBANE COURIER.'' 

Mr. MULCAHY (Gyr:pie): Mr. Deputy 
Speaker,-I desire to make a person:cl 'expla­
nation. In the Cow·iero£ to-day I am quoted, 
or ralher misqnotnd, as follows, in connection 
vdth the railway proposals \vhich \Verc 
before the Hou.se last evening:-

~\Ir. Jiinlc:tity said he had ascertained th:tt the 
TilOUC5~ for the four lineA was to co1ne from the big 
lean, and 1<tid he should oppose all four. He ob~ 
jcdecl to big loans. Q.uccn,land could not affonl 
ihe muney. 
.\.s a matter of fact, I did not make any 
refm·encc to loans at all, and a refcrencQ 
to the shorthan.l !'(:j)Ort by the Hansard 
staff \':ill boar that out. Tlwt ·;y.ech, I 
hc~icv ... ·, wa~ n1ade hy tho han. 1110n1bcr for 
Croydcn, J\Ir. ::\1mpJcy. 

::\1r. ::YIL:RPHY: Hear, h8ar ! I made it all 
right. (Lall';htcr.) 

C.tYNDAH ro :MeNDUBBERA RArLw.w. 
::\Ir. WHITE (Mu?oravc): I w'ish to make 

a vcr'"onul rxplanation. I regret very much 
thui.: I \va"~ not in n1y place in the I-Iou,;c 
hst night '':hen the Gayndah to Mundubbm'a 
line ;va~ being considered. The rcasDn of 
m., :'~hscnce \Yas due to an interview \vhich 
thP t ;1airman of the Chamber of Commerce 
and the Eon. C. F. Nielson had with the 
Ivlinister for Raihvays on Thursd:ty last; 
and I wns informed that these Railway Bills, 
including the line from Gayndah to Mun· 
dubbera, would come before the House on· 
Tueday-thBt is to-dBy. That is the reason 
why I was not in my place last night. 

Mr. COYNE (lVarreoo): Mr. Deputy 
Speaker,-I rise to a point of order. Is the 
hon. member in order in making a speech, 
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about a Bill which has already been passed 
in the House, because that is what he is 
doing? "' 

The DEP'uTY SPEAKER: The hon. 
member may n1ake a pcrsona.l explanation 
if it is purely ,a personal explanation. 

The SECRETARY FOR R\ILWAYS 
(HDn. W. T. Paget, J[ackay): May I be 
allowed tD say " word i,-, explanation, JYir. 
Deput,y Speaker? 

Mr. CoY:>;E: ~o. 

The DEFCTY SPEAKER: Xo reply can 
be allDwed tD a persDnal explanation. 

PROPOSED XEW RAILWAYS. 
PLANS, ETc., TABLED. 

The SECRETARY FOH RAILWAYS 
laid on the table >the plans, sections, and 
books Df reference of the fDllDwing proposed 
railway extensions:-

Blackbutt to Yarraman, 14 miles 62 
chains; 

Miles tD Juandah, 44 miles 6 chains; and 
Bullamon to Dirranbandi, 39 miles 51 

chains; 
together with the Railway Commissioner's 
reports thereDn, which were ordered to be 
printed. 

QUESTIONS. 
MINING "GNDER B"GNDANBA RACECO"CRSE. 

Mr. KEOGH (Roseu·ood) asked 'the Secre­
tary for Mines-

Has a ]ease been granted to a company givincr 
them the right to mine under the. racecourse at 
Bundanba; if so, will the royal tv derivable thereM 
from be han~ed ov~r to the trus~tees for the pur­
~~~:r pf keeping sard course and fences in proper 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. 
J. G. Appel, Albert) replied-

~\ lease has been granted to Herbert George to 
mine under the racecour,H~ reserve at Bundanba, but 
royalty, as provided by the Mining Act of 1898, is 
payable to tho Crown. 

LADIES' Co:>rFART~mNTS oN RocKHAMPTON 
MAIL TRAIN. 

Mr. BRESLIN (Port Curtis) asked the 
Secretary for Raihva:vs-

1.. Is it correct that on the Rockhampton mail 
train, timed to leave Bnsbane Central at 10.25 p.m. 
on 8th December, 1910, there was only one regular 
first-class ladies' compartment? 

2. Is it corect that this compartment was marked 
" Reserved"? 

3. "\Vhy . w~s it so ticketed, how many persons 
travelle~ In rt, what extra fees were paid? 
. 4. Is 1t correct that ladies willing to pay sleep­
Ing-car fees were unable to find adequat,-- or any 
~c~:fpmoda tion in this " ladies only " compart-

5. Is it corre~t that an ordinary lavatory com­
partment, hastily transformed into a "ladies 
only,,. waa veTy much overc1·owded? 

6. Does the department know how many persons 
the Health Department would consider sufficient for 
~io~o;npartment transformed as in previous ques-

7. Has the depar4 ment any idea as to how manv 
persons travelled in this compartment when it left 
BrislJane? 

8. Does th'e Minister not consider that the time 
has arrive~ ~hen an up-to-date nightly service 
should be Instituted between Brisbane and Rock­
hampton? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
rcplied-

1. One saloon compartment (to seat sixteen) was 
reserved for ladies. 

2. No. 
3. See Xo. 2. 
4. I cannot say. 
5. I have no advice of this. 
6. No. 
7. No. 

1910-SF 

8. The present traffic does not warrant a tralll 
bet'\leen Brisbane and R ockhampton every night. 

One <.:aloon compartment with lavatory ac\;om­
modation was set apart for ladies, and ladies co:lld 
also travel in the other half of the waloon, WhlCh 
was available for ladies and gentlemen. Both 
sleeping-cars were full. Two ladies did make appli­
cation for sleeping berths ten minutes before the­
train was due out, and it was then in1possible to 
arrange for them. The station~master reports 
tl1at the train was not overcrowded, and that no 
application was made to him, nor was any com­
plaint made regarding insufficient accommodation~ 

PUBLIC SERVICE REG"CLATIONS AND SICK 
LEAVE. 

Mr. MULLAN (Charters Towers), for Mr~ 
Allen, asked the Chief Secretary-

1. To what date have the new Public Servfc<f' 
Regulations in respect of sick leave been made· 
retrospecti-ve? 

2. Has there been kept a full and complete record 
since that date of the whole of the time lost 
through sickness by members of the public ser­
vice? 

3. If not, in what departments have there been 
kept such records? 

The PREMIER (HDn. W. Kidston, Rock­
hampton) replied-

1. To the date of the first appointment of each 
officer. 

2 and 3. A full record concerning the majority 
of officers now in thP public service has been kept; 
but, in all cases, the officer's record, complete or 
otherwise, will be taken as indicating the sick 
leave which may be granted to him. 

CHAIRMEN OF WAGES BOARDS. 
Mr. LESINA (Clermont) asked the Secre• 

tary for Public Works-
Will he kindly place on the table of the House, 

for the use of members, a return giving-
(a) The names of gentlemen who have acted, 

or are at nresent acting, as chairmen of 
wn.ges boards; 

(b) The number of boards of which one man is 
chairman; 

(r) The fees, travelling and other expenses,. 
received by each from the date the Wages 
Board Act came into force up to the 30th 
November, 1910? 

The 
WORKS 
replied­

Yes. 

SECRETARY 
(Hon. W. H. 

FOR 
Barnes, 

PUBLIC 
Bulimba) 

LE.\RE OF RAILWAY BOOKSTALLS. 
Mr. LESINA asked the Secretary for 

Railways-
1. Wheii. did :Messrs. Gordon and Gotch's three 

years' lease of the railway bookstalls expire? 
2. Have fre~h tenders been called, as is usual, 

for the stalls? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. W. T. Page,t, Mackay) rcplicd-

1. On 30th June, 1910. 
2. No. In consideration of ~.fessrs. Gordon and 

Gotch erecting at their own expense a new stall 
at the Central Station in a more convenient place 
for the public (owing to the necessary alterations 
to the platforms) it was agreed to extend their· 
leases for another three years at the same rental._ 

S·rATE AssiSTANCE TO BRISBANE TRAMWAYS·. 
CoMPANY EMPLOYEES. 

Mr. BLAIR (Ipswich) : I would like tO> 
ask the Chief Secretary, without notice-

Is he correctly reported in to-day's Courier as: 
h>tving pledged the Government to render· legal' 
JJSsistance to the nnn-uuion members of the BniSbal\e 
Tramways Company? 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear l 
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Mr. BLAIR: And secondly-
If he is correctly reported, on what principle 

does the State render assistance to ordinary mem~ 
bers of the public? 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
The PREMIER: I have not seen to-day's 

Courier. 
Mr. BRESLIN: You know what you said. 
The PREMIER : The hon. member had 

,,better give notice of the question. 
Mr. BLAIR: I give notice. 

EXTRA REMUNERATION FOR E"!PLOYEES, 
PARLIAMENT HOUSE. 

Mr. MAY (Flinders) : I wish to ask you, 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, without notice, 
whether, in consideration of late sittings and 
all-night sittings, any extra remuneration will 
be paid to the employees-male and female­
who have been kept up to attend on mem­
bers of Parliament. (Hear, hear!) 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I may point 
out that no verbal or written question can be 
.addressed to the Speaker in the chair. 

Mr. MAY: May I a''k a member of the 
Refreshment-rooms Committee? I ask Mr. 
Ryland to give the information. (Loud 
laughter.) 

Mr. RYLAND (Gympie): As a member of 
the Refreshment-rooms Committe0, I 'may 
say that the question has not come before the 
committee; but I am of opinion that the 
<Jf!icers referred to should be paid overtime in 
connection with the late sittings of the House 
(Hear, hear! and laughter.) 

-:\IOTION FOR ADJOURN2\1ENT. 
BTATE ASSISTANCE TO BRISBANE TRA~!WAYS 

CO~!PANY'S ·E:\lPLOYEES. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER announced that 
he had received from the hon. member for 
Ipswich, cdr. JUaughan, a letter stating that 
he intended to move the adjournment of the 
House to-day to call attention to a definite 
matter of urgent public importance, namely :-

The action of the Chief Secretar,y of QuE,~nsland 
in using the public funds for the purpose of de­
f_e<tting the aims and objects of the Australian 
Tramway Employees' Association of Australia. 

Mr. MAUGHAN (Ipswich): I beg to move 
the adjournment of the House. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is the motion 
seconded? 

Not less than five members having- risen in 
their places, 

Mr. MAUGHAN said: I make no apolog-y 
for having addressed what I conceive to be 
a very important letter to you this afternoon; 
and, in view of the action already taken this 
afternoon by more than one hon. member on 
this side by way of question, it will be con­
~eded that it is regarded not only as of urgent 
1mpo~tance, _but of. great importance, especi· 
ally m the mdustnal world. Knowing as I 
,do, that there is a large amount of w~rk to 
be t:·ansacted in tJ::e next . few days, and 
knowmg that there rs a desrre on this side 
-to get through as much business as possible, 
I have no desire to t:tke up the time of the 
House at any undue length. 

Mr. FERRICKS: It is well worth the trouble. 
Mr. MAUGHAN: A few minutes ago, when 

the ho:r:. membe~ for \Varrego gave notice of 
,a questwn or_r thrs matter, and the hen. mem­
,ber for Ipsw10h, my colleague, called the at-

tention of the Chief Secretary to the fact that 
a certain report of a conference held yester­
day had appeared in this morning's CoUJ·ier, 
the hon. gentleman said he had not read the 
report of that particular conference. 

The PREMIER: It is quite true. 

Mr. 11AUGHAN: It may be of use to the 
han. gentleman, and convenient to other hon. 
gentlemen, if I take the opportunity of read­
ing exactly what is printed in the Cmtrier of 
to-day. It is as follows:-

1\IAKING TROUBLE. 

How Union Organisers do their VVork. 

The Tyranny of Unionism. 

Brisbane Tramway Employees. 

State Government Assistance Asked For. 

The Premier Takes Action. 

A deputation from the Brisbane tra~way em~ 
lJloyees, consisting of Messrs. H. Morris (secre­
tary) and F. E. Matthews (member) of the Protest 
Committee, waited on the Minister for Public 
"\\'orks (Ron. W. iL Barnes) last night, the Pre­
mier and the Attorney·G eneral also being present, 
to bring certain matters under the Minister's 
notice. They explainPd that the Brisbane tramway 
employees, who numbered about 500, had been 
brought under the \Vages Boards .Act, and em­
ployers and employed were perfectly satisfied with 
the determination. The employees, in fact, were 
better off than any other body of tramway ~en in 
Australasia. A few weeks a.go a reprPsentabve of 
fhe Australian Industrial Federation of rrramway 
\}{ orkers had come up from the Routh, and going 
among the men secretly, and with_out calling. any 
mass meeting of the men, had obtmned fifty signa­
tures to a petition to the Hegistrar of th<' Com­
monwealth Court of Conciliation and Arbitration 
requesting the registration of the Australian 
Tramway Employee~· ..:\s·,'lciation. It was not until 
the 8outhern delegate had left that the general 
body of employPes b{"Ntme aware of his visit and 
its mission. rfhereupon fL maSS mPeting Of em­
ployees was ('died, when it was decided to prepare 
a counter petition protc"ting against the em­
})loyees being brought under the Commonwealth 
Arbitration Court. To this petition no fewer than 
231 signatures were obtained, and the petition had 
l>een duly forwardfd to the Registrar. That day 
1\Ir. Morris, as secretary of the Protest Com­
mitte€', had reL'dvrd from tlv" Registrar a com­
munieation stating that in the matter of the appli­
cation for the registration of the Australian 
Tramway Emplovees' Association the Registrar had 
:fixed Tuesday, lSth December, at 2 p.m., in Mel­
bcurne, as the time for the hearing of the appli­
cation, adding "If you have anything to urge 
ag·ainst the registrn,tion you will be given an 
opportunity of addressing me on the date fixed." 
Now, of c•mrse. the men had no ooportnnitv, R.t Rnch 
short notice, of being heard, and they wanted to know 
what to do. 

Mr. Kidston: The tramway employees have a 
wages board. Has there been any difficulty among 
the employees in working under the award of that 
board? 

Jl.ir. MatthPws: No trouble of a:!lv sort whatever, 
and D.o grievances. "' 

Mr. Barnes: As a proof that it has worked most 
satisfactorily, I have not been approached since its 
formation. 

Mr. Morris explained that the men were organised 
ns the Tramway Employees' Association. That 
association was not registered. The men also had 
fhf•ir recreation clubs. 

)fr. Kidston said the remarkable thing about 
the communication from the Hegistrar was that it 
arrived on 12th December, and the men were re­
ctnir1~d to attend in }V-·lbourne on 13th December. 
He .presu.med that the men who were applying for 
reg1stratJon had worked the same oracle in Sydney, 
MelbournE", and perhaps AdPlaide, and obtained 
t~e necessary small per,-'entage of signatures to 
enable them to apply for registration. \-VhHe the 
employers and employees were satisfied with the 
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determination of the \Vages Board, why, in 
h('aven's name, the 1nen should be called from 
Brisbane to Melbourne to get someone clsn to mess 
up their affairs he could not understand. 

Mr. Matthews: \Ve are quite satisfied; we don't 
want any third party interfering. 

Mr. Kidston: I think it is unfair that the men's 
Ji~nds should be fixed this way. 

Mr'. Barnes: \Ve have already the necessary 
nwchinery which is working satisfactorily, and au 
outside body comes and tries to cause trouble. 
Surely we have a right to protect the men. It 
shows what is going to happen if this Referenda 
Bill is carried--

OPPOSITION JHE}!BERS : ~\h, ah ! 
Mr. FOLEY: That's where the shoe pinches. 
::\Ir. MAUGHAN: 

It shows what is going to happen if this Referenda 
Bill is carried, and things are carried to Mel­
bourne. Pity the community! 

.Mr. Kidston: Before these men know where tney 
are they might be called out. 

Mr. Morris: The Sydney tiamwav m0n ·have 
tried hard for eighteen months to bring us into this 
~ssociation, but we have ignorpd their appP::tls. 

:ll:r. Kidston: It makes good billets for a good 
1nany men if they can centralise all that sort of 
thing in ME:'lbourne. These men in Brisbane 
cannot look after their own affairs in Melbourne, 
..and would have to pay others to do so. Men and 
~asters may not always be able to agree, but while 
they are able to do so I think it is an outrage for 
.a third party to seek to interfe:re. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC \YORKS: Hear, 
hear! 

i\Ir. l\1A UGHAN: 
:ll:r. Matthews: The object of the fHleration is to 

get uniform conditions throughout Australia, and 
get similar conditions to thos(~ in "\V ellington; but 
we in Brisbane hn;ve ah·eady better conditions than 
in ~ew Zealand. 

Mr. Kidston: If they could give you a perfect 
:assuran'"~ that you would Tet 6d. a day extra, I 
think it would be n, misfortune to givE' away your 
own busint<Ss for a mess of pottage. 

3Ir. J1Iatthe1.Ys: Exactly; ,hat is what we think. 
AHer furthr:r dis12ussion Mr. Kirlston said be 

would arrange ,;ith the Attorney-Ueneral to te~e~ 
graph to .I!lelbourne on the follo'i't ing morning, and 
instruct counsel to represent tho men, and put 
th:'lr car:""' before the 1\egistrnr, pointing out that 
-tllev strongly protected aga~nst bPnlg r<;;~stered. 
RP ~thoug-ht an attempt was t~ing- mt .. de to do an 
injustice to the Brisbane tramway employee 'J, and 
he had no hesitation in helpir~_;r, them to protect 
themselves. The Government would bear the cost 
,of representing the men, si:ac<" the latter had not 
the means to do so. 

The deputation warmly th~tnked the Premier, and 
withdrew. 

I think han. members will see that, after all, 
no time has been wast<>d in >oubmit_ting this 
report to the House, because Yo e >vill be able, 
as time goes on, to work up a good deal of 
information in connection with this report. 
I might say here that the pr:mary O'bjcot of 
this party in taking action as owe are doing 
this afternoon is entirely in the interests of 
industrial peace. This paorty, not only in 
Queensland, but in the CoF!monwealth Par· 
liament of ~\ ustralia, has a policy, and from 
its inception has always la.id down a;, a car­
din!!! principle industrial peace; and every 
action, so far as I can discover, that it has 
t<.ken, whether industrial or political, has been 
in that direction. I said a fow moment.; ago 
that no apology is needed for moving such a 
resolution. As a matt0r of fact, there seems 
to be-whether we like it or not-an all­
round conspiracy throughout Australia to 
smash up the union movement, 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. MAUGHAN: Go into what Stato you 
like, whether in Victoria, New South Wales 

or Queensland, there seems to be a con­
sPiracy-that is the best word-on foot to 
smash up the union movement in the States 
and in Australia generaliy. 

Mr. HAMILTON: And to use public funds 
for the purpose. 

Mr. MAUGHAK: I will not attempt to go 
into the matter of the tramway workers. As 
a matter of fact, it is well known in trade 
union circles tha.t, while a very large propor­
tion of the men engaged with the Brisbane 
Tramways Company are at heart unionists, 
yet they have never dared, owing to various 
circumetances, to take adYantage of the trade 
union movement. And why! The simple 
reason is that thev would have been dis­
charged. As a matter of fact, ,,,ome years ago 
six or eight men were discharged from the 
Brisbane Tramways Company for daring not 
only to advocate unionism but to become 
unionists; and they were only taken back 
into the employ of the company on condition 
that they would have nothing to do in future 
\vith unionisn1. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: Ts that freedom? 
Mr. MAUGHAN: My special purpose this 

afternoon is to take exception-and :very 
strong exception-to the action of the Premier 
of the State in using public funds for the 
purpose which I have indir"ted in the 
Courier report. 

Mr. HARDACRE: He has no authority. 
Mr. MAUGHAN: As the hon. member for 

Leichhardt points out, he has no authority 
to use State funds, and his 

[4 p.m.] action, I submit, in this connec-
tion is apt to do a great deal of 

harm, to say the least of it, to the industrial 
peace of Australia. In fact, I think it is 
quite unprecedented for any Premier, whether 
it be in the States or the Commonwealth, to 
have, gone as far as the han. gentleman did 
yesterday in supplying non-union labour with 
funds to practically fight the union move­
ment. 

Mr. O'SuLLIVAN: What would he do if he 
had charge of the military if he does this? 

Mr. MAUGHAN: The Australian Tram· 
ways Association are endeavouring to their 
utmost to seck long -desired remedies at the 
Arbitration Court. 

Mr. D. HUNTER: Not the association. The 
association was never consulted. 

Mr. M~l.UGHAN: Yes. Having regard to 
the fact that all over Australia there is a de­
sire, not only on the part of the workers but 
on the, part of the employers themselves, to 
combine 'for mutuwl protection, I cannot 
understand the object of the hon. gentleman, 
who himself poses as a trade unionist, in 
taking the action he has done. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: The 
Tramway Employees' Association was never 
consulted. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: I have very little further 
to add. As I said previously, I have no de­
sire to unduly take up the time of the House, 
because there are many other members who 
wish to speak, and I will simply content my­
self by again expresoing my astonishment and 
disgust at the action of the Premier in utilis­
ing the public funds for the purpose which he 
utilised them yesterday, and I simply move 
the adjournment of the House. 

The PREMIER: I am obliged to the senior 
member for Ipswich in having saved me the 
trouble of turning up the Courier to see the 
report of that interview last night. I li5tened 

. Hon. W. Kid.ston.] 
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to him with a great deal of interest while he 
was reading it, and I am very pleased to 
notice that I put the matter so clearly--

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: You are proud of your 
handiwork? 

The PREMIER: That I so clearly ex­
presbed myself, and if the hon. member 
thinks he is blaming the Government for 
something that the Government are ashamed 
of, then he is entirely mistaken. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Oh, oh! Shame to 
you! 

The PREMIER: The Goyernment, in my 
person, last n~ght took this action, believing 
it was the proper action to take under the 
circumstances, and we are quite prepared to 
abide by the result. We thought it was the 
right thing to do, as I will show. 

Mr. FOLEY: You will see the result by and 
by. (Other interjections by Opposition mem­
bers.) 

The PREMIER: I will be glad to deal with 
the result by and by. Ron. member;; oppo­
site are continually consoling themselve.s with 
prophesying what i:- going to happen in the 
future. For five solid years they have been 
consoling themselves with what will happen in 
the future. 

Intcrrup·tion by Opposition members. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I 
must ask hon. meinbers to cease interjecting. 
The hon. member for Kennedy has made 
seven interjections, almost as fast as he can 
utter them within the last ha!f-mmute. That 
is too a bsu~d altogether. I shall call him by 
name if he continues to interrupt. 

The PRE:\IIER: However, I will try to deal 
with the merits of the case. The Hon. the 
Secretary for Public \Vorks told me last night 
that a number of tramway men wanted to 
interview him, and said he would like it if I 
would be present. I asked him what the 
purpose was, and he told me, and I said it 
would be better to get the Attorney-General 
to come also, and he rung up and got the 
Attorney-General to come to the House so 
that we could discuss the matter together. 
The story which these men told us-wh:ch 
has not been questioned-the hon. member 
for Ipswich has been good enough to read to 
the House, so that I do not need to refer 
to it in detail. The point of the matter which 
struck me was this: That yesterday morning 
these tramway employees got a letter from 
Melbourne, dated the 8th instant, which 
arrived here on the morning of the 12th, 
summoning them to appear in l\felbourne be­
fore the court at 2 o'clock on the 13th in­
stant. If it was nothing but the ignorance 
of geography which that re~istrar has shown 
I should say he is not competent to deal 
with industr:al matters of this kind. But 
that wa;s not all. The date chosen-although 
it made it utterly imprar>+.icable for tho.;e men 
to take part in the matter--was not the whole 
difficulty. To my mind. a much more im­
portant 'aspect of the matter was this: Those 
men. who are going on with their work 
there, are perfectly satisfied. They wNe 
satisfied, and the "mployers were satisfied by 
the mutual arrangement that had been come 
to under the wages board, and why in 
heaven's name should any one .seek to dis­
turb them? 'Why should anyone in Mel­
bourne or anywhere else seek to disturb 
them? 

Mr. HARDACRE: Why did those fifty men 
sign the requisition r 

[Han. W. Kirl.•trm. 

The PREMIER: If the employers and em­
ployees had formed a wages board and had 
settled the conditions under which one was 
to get wages and the other one was to pay 
wages, and both parties were quite satisfied, 
why in heaven',; name should anyone be per­
mitted to come in and interfere? 

:1Ir. HARDACRE: That is not your business. 
1\-Ir. o·ScLLIVAN: Two wrongs don't make 

a right. 
The PREMIER: As the House knows 

quite well, we passed a \Vages Boards Act in 
Queensland, believing that the best way to 
settle industrial difficulties· between masters 
and men was to get the masters and men 
to meet together by their representatives--

Mr. l!'ERRICKS: We don't want any masters 
here. 

The PREMIER: The men who actually 
knew the details of the- business that was 
being discussed, the men who knew what 
wages they wanted, the men who knew what 
wages they wanted to pay-to get them to 
meet together and settle the rna tter in dis­
pute. I have nothing at all to show there 
could be any better method of settling in­
dustrial disputes. 

Mr. CoYNE: There could be a much better 
method. 

The PREMIER: There could be no better 
way. 

Mr. O'ScLLIVAN: That is your opinion. 
Other interjections by OppDsition members. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Hon. 

members t.hemselveq have proposed this mo­
tion as bC'ing a matter of " de-finite urgent 
public importance." vVill they treat it as 
such and allow the Chief Secretary, who is 
r~spbnsible for the Go-vernment, to make a 
statement without interruption? 

HoNOURABLE :'\lEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
The PREMIER: The professional agitator, 

who makes a living out of his "pals" in ~egard 
to industrial dispute~, or the revolutiOnary 
socialist--(Opposition laughter)-wh_o ho12es 
to so centralise the Sflttlement of all mdustnal 
disputes in one centre, to so organise all the 
workers under one head, so that when any 
serious industrial -dispute takes place it will 
not be an industrial dispute properly speak­
ing, but will become a social revolution-;-th<;>se 
men may desire other methods of settlmg m­
dustrial disputes; but I belleve now, and have 
always believed, that the be,,t way to settle 
industrial disputes is to get employers and 
employer·' to meet one with the othe~, per 
medium of a wruges board, or some similar 
arrangement, discuss the matter pro and con, 
rrive and take with one another-and I say 
if you cannot settle industrial matters that 
way you cannot settle them in any way. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear. hear! 
Mr. CoYNE: Did you believe that when you 

signed the Labour platform? 
The PREMIER: You cannot settle them 

in any other way, and there is no way" you 
can settle them cheaper or better than by 
that arrangement. (HeaT, hear!) In. cons~­
quence of the Wages Boards Act, whiCh this· 
House passed, those tramway men were en­
abled to come to an agreement with their 
employers, and arranged conditions which 
were mutually satisfactory. Someone was 
sent up from ·the South, who, without con­
sulting the tramw-ay men themselves--

Mr. CoLLINS : They did not consult the­
company. 
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The PREMIER: Who did not coi-tsult the 
company or the company's employees. 

Mr. MANN: They got fifty signatures. 

The PREMIER: Who went round and got 
this one to sign and that one to sign a 
requisition to get formed into a federated 
association of some kind, and the whole body 
of the men after those fifty men had signed 
-it was only after the men left that the bulk 
of the men knew anything had been done. 
It was then they called a meeting and dis­
cussed the matter and decided that they were 
better off to remain as they were. I am 
sure hon. members will admit that those men 
should settle such matters themselves. 

i\Tr. FERRICKS: That is what they are g·oing 
to do. 

The PRE'\HF:R: I hone hon. mf'mbers 
oppooite will admit that the tramw1.y JCD<'n 
should be allowC'd to sav what they ;;ons1der 
best for themselves. · 

?dr. COYNE: That is what we are a,king. 

The PRE'\HER : It does not look as if they 
will be g-racious enoue·h to permit them to 
conduct their own business. In any case, those 
men appealed against tlw action takf'n in the 
South, and the result was they were sum­
moned to app<'ar l1efore the court in :i\!Pl­
bourne about twenty-eie:ht honrs after tlwy 
got the letter; a.nd naturally under the cir­
eumstances they appealed to the Secretary 
for Works, who has the a.clmini-,tration of the 
Wa-~es Boards AcL \Vhat were tlcose men to 
do? Thev had not the mont>y to fee counsel 
in :i\Tclbourno. They probably vmnld have 
had some difficultv tn find out where to turn 
to do it. They mig-bt have appealed to my 
lawyer friend, who smiles at me, and douht­
],,ss he would haYe told them. 

}1r. COLI .. INS: 1-Tavt; th('y no or;~anisrttion? 

The PREMIER: I have not the slightest 
doubt if they had g-one to a lawyer in the city 
he V{ould have nut thPm into communication 
with <-orne Iawver in :\Ielbourn<-, but neither 
have I the '<li<rhte'~ doubt h1t tha.t he would 
have {barged 'the ordinary fee for doing so. 
I mio:ht just mention tlw fact that some two 
years a. go, or something le""':l, the timber me_r~ 
chants her<' were summoned to J\Ielbourne m 
the same way, and, in the sttn1e way, they 
came to the GoYernment askinc: for some form 
of a sist1,n~e. 

:\fr. CoYNE: Financial asiistancc? 
The PRE~. HER: For fma.ncia.l assistance. 

They want()d the Government to fight th" 
matter for them in :\Ielbourne, and I told 
them at the time tha.t I < owicl- reel tht>y 
were llnite c'Jn1pch,nt to take !·heir own part: 
that I rlid not think thev ncPdcd finmccial 
aS'istance from the Gon•rnment at all; and 
thev went and thev d;d fiu;ht thpir oy·n case in 
Melbourne. ani tlwy won. But that had 
nothin,- at all to do with tl)(' Gov!'rnment. 

~ .. !r. COYNE : There is no analogy between 
the two c:1ses. 

The PR.E\riER: But when the tramway 
employees came to me, nnrler the circum­
Btances, I thouo:ht the matter wa.s altog-ether 
diffcn:nt, and I t!Jought it was proper for the 
Government to assist tho .. c men. 

Mr. HARDACRE: Have you offered the fifty 
men who si2ned the requisition monev to 
fight their case? · 

The PRF:l\IIETI: I told those men that the 
Attorney-Ger>cral would engaR"e a 1~ .. wyer in 
Melbourne this morning to attend to their 
case in the court at 2 o'clock to-day. I sup-

pose that has been done. I think that was 
the right thing to do, under the circum­
stances. 

Gon;nN~!ENT 11EMBERS: Hear, hear! 

The PRE~IIER: I did not think that we 
were justified in fighting· the case of the tim­
ber merchants, who had money of their own, 
or who had no difficulty in finding the money 
to do the thing, but I think that in this case 
we were amply justified in assisting these men 
who had n<> money to do it. 

An OPPOSITION i\lEMilER: They could have 
appealed to the Tramways Company. 

The PREMIER: I do not kno,..- whether 
they could have appealed to the" Tramways 
C':Jmpany, and I do not know whether the 
company would have found the money. 

An 0PP0 .. 5ITIO:-r ~\IE~lilER: Of course they 
would. 

The PREMIER: I am surprisod at the 
gentlemen who passed the Poor Prisoners' 
Defence Bill objecting 

1\'[r. Conm: I would be surprised to see 
you a.ssist any bond fir! e labour union. 

The PRK.\riER: They would give a vote 
in favour of that measure. lout object to assist 
these men exactly in the same way. I am 
also surprised that hon, members opposite 
have so soon forc-ott0r1 the celebrated "Har­
vestcr case"-how the Federal Gm·ernment 
spent £2,000 to help the unionist;.. in that 
ca'3e. 

Mr. CoY::<:E: To help to lack up their own 
law. 

The PRE:\IIE-R: I find they ·spent £536. I 
think I have said sufficient to show that the 
Government, and I myoelf personally, are 
not onlv not in anv wav ashamed--

i\Ir. J\fuLCAHY: There .is no shame in you. 
:\Ir. MuRPHY: You know the particulars of 

th0 "Harnster case." State the truth about 
that ca~e. 

::\Ir. NEVITT: He couldn't if he tried. 
:\Ir. HAMILTON: The manufac+ .. urers were 

defeating the law. That is the reacon. 

The PREMIER: The Government was 
helpiw·· the unionists, and it was a very good 
thing to do. It was the Federal Labour Go­
vernment tha.t was doing it, and therefore it 
was a good thing to do. But this Govern­
ment i1 also helping tho unionie .. ts, but, be­
c:t..rtb~ it is the l(idJton Government, it is a 
bad thin , to do. 

::\h. HARDACRE: You arq making a very 
weak defence. 

The PREMIER: As I said. not onlv is the 
Government not ashamed of doin<~ this but 
the Government think they }mve done a very 
creditable thing. 

GovERNMENT i\ImiBERS: Hec~r, hear! 
:Mr. ~IANN: \Vill you extr>nd the principle? 

TlH' PRE~IIER: Let me ·sa.y tha': anything 
I can do to prevent Queensland industrial dis­
putes being taken down to Melbourne for 
settlement I will try to do. 

GOVERNMENT :.\IEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

The PREMIER: It will be a bad thing- fm· 
the workmen of (~ueensland and for _the 
masters of Queensland when it is admitted 
that they arE' incapable of settling their own 
industrial differences-tha.t they have to go 
to Melbourne to get them settled. 

:Mr. J. M. Hul!TER: And come under the 
wing of the Government. 

Han. W_ Kidston.] 



2758 :Motion .fol' Adjournment. [ASSEMBLY.] Motion fur Adjournmtnt. 

The PREMIER : They can settle them 
here, not only quite as well, but very much 
better. The wisest V\ay and the cheapest 
and healthiest way for workmen is that they 
should take a direct ,hand themselves in deal­
ing with their employers as to the conditions 
of employment. 

l\Ir. CoYNE: And you are trying to prevent 
that. 

The PRE'YI:IER: That some court should 
settle it for them would not be half so good 
for the workmen-no matter what wages they 
got-as that the workmen should feel the 
resp'.msibility--the manly responsibility-of 
settlmg these matters for themselves. 

Mr. CoYNE: And lose their jobs. 
The PREMIER : If unionism has done one 

good thing for Englis,h workmen it is that-­
GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
The PRE:\HER: That it has indoctrinated 

it into the nation that their affairs with their 
employers are their own affairs, and that they 
are the men who have the right to settle 
them. 

GOVER;);J1ENT :\lEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. HAMILTON: \Vhy do the>se men come 

to the GoYernnwnt, then? 

The P RE:!'viiER: The new socialistic doc­
trine that you are not to do it yourself at 
all-that you are to get somebody elsewhere 
to make nice conditions for vou-is only the 
doctrine of the cow in the fi~ld of clover. It 
is not a doctrine for men at all, and it will 
not make strong men and good men. 

Mr. LESINA: That doctrine is not preached 
by soc;alist~. 

The PREMIER: It is a bad thing for the 
en;ployers and a bad thing for the men. I 
~hm.k the Go:'ernm~nt. were in every way 
Justified. and If a_ ~Imilar case occurs again 
th!l Government w.Ill repeat their action in 
tins matt~r, and will help workmen in every 
v;:aJ: possible ~o keep the management of 
their own affmrs in their own hands. 

GoVERNMENT MEMBERs: Hear, hear! 
Mr. BLAIR: I am sorry to hear such a 

statement .as that ~hich has just come from 
the Premwr of this State. I do not think 
there is anyone in this Chamber or outside 
who looks at this matter from a dispassionate 
point ~£ vi<cw, who can come to any other 
concluswn than that a scandalous misuse of 
public funds has l_Jeen P.erpe~rated by the 
man who, for the tune bemg, IS head of this 
State politically. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. B~AIR: One or two things which he 

has men'tloned, to which I shall briefly allude 
are nothi~1g 111:ore tha:n '' red herrings·, simply 
brough~ m with a vww of clouding the issue 
and takmg the attention of hon. members from 
what is the real crux of this question. 

0PPOSITIOX ME:If3ERS: Hear, hear! 
IV1I:. BLAIR: First he made a sneering 

allusi0!1-one of those cheap sneers which are 
so easily cast, and which reflect nothin"' but 
discredit on the people who use them-t;, the 
P~:lOr Prisoners' Defence Act. I would remind 
hin; that he was the Premier of a Cabinet 
whwh approved of that Bill, which assisted to 
pass it, and expressed pleasure on more than 
one occasion, that it became la.:V. 

The PREMIER interjected. 
Mr. BLAIR: The hon. gentleman jokes, 

3Urely! Taking that one instance that he 
quoted, the money of the taxpayer is paid 

[ H on. W. I{ 1>Jston. 

out for that purpose under the sanction of the 
statute. To-day or last night the Premier 
used money Lelonging to the taxpayer without 
the •.auction of any statute, and absolutely 
against the law. 

Hon. R. PHILP: Have you never done it? 
Mr. BLAIR: Never in my life. If I had 

done it a million times, would it justify this? 
What sort of an interjection is that? The 
next point is this: '.rhe Premier alluded to the 
"Harvester case/' where the Federal Go­
vernment was supposed to assist certain 
people by paying certain feec;. That is an 
absolutely false statement of the case. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. BLAIR: There Is no other language 
to characterise a statement of that kind. n 
is not only misleading, it is absolutely false. 
What was done in that particular instance 
was to pay fees to test the legality or other­
wise of a measure passed by the Common­
wealth Parliament-and I would remind hon. 
members on that side-passed by the· Hon. 
Alfred Deakin, whom they are now support­
ing. I think I liave sufficiently dealt with 
those two points. I saw this morning in the 
paper an account of what my colleague has 
read to the House. I, with others in the 
railway carriage, was surprised that such a 
thing had happened; and, further than that, 
that it could happen in a State like Queens­
land. I can assure hon. members on that 
side that it is causing surprise in many quar­
ters among their own supporters that such a 
peculiar transaction should take place at all. 
I came down to the House, and I had not 
time to frame a question; and, without know­
ledge that the adjournment of the House was 
to be moved, I gave notice of those questions. 
However, since then the adjournment of the 
House has been moved, and I have had the 
opportunity of expressing myseU upon it. I 
do not regard this mat.ter from the point 
necessarily <A unionism or non-unionism at 
all-that !s a matter which can be dealt with 
by unionists and non-unionists themselves; 
but what I take strong exception to is that 
there should be exceptional treatment of any 
unit of the pnblic or any a,ggTe,g1te unit o£ 
the public. If assistance is to be given by 
the State to =Y individual or body of indi­
vidun ls to fig-ht t.heir caee before any court, 
where is it going to end? If the State were 
going to provide legal assistance both in civil 
and crimina.! matters indiscriminately, I 
would have no locus staiuli; but if excep­
tional treatment is going to be meted out with 
the funds of the taxpayer-to be 'handed out 
to help--

1\Ir. D .. HUNTER: This is an exceptional 
case. 

"Mr. BLAIR: There is no exceptional case 
whatever. It is tantamount to nothing more 
than class assistance, and the Premier is­
giving the whole case away when he states 
that he would use the funds of the· State to 
resist any attack by the Commonwealth Go­
vernment on our own svstem of wages 
boards. " 

The PP.EMIER: I did not use the word"' 
"Commonwealth Government'' at all. 

l\fr. BLAIR: No; but yon used w .. rds 
which are tantamount to it. an:l I say that 
th<:> hen. gentl<:>man is anticipating the ques­
tion of the refere,ndum. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. BLAIR: He is trying- to !'Gt in one 

first. I do not think that anyone who looks 
at it from a conscientious point of view will 
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say that it is a right thing to pay public 
money to assist any one individual of the 
public, or body public; it is class treatment­
exceptional treatment. What is the basis of 
the argument on which the Premier relies? 
He say,; they got notice last night to appear 
on the 13th, and he immediately consults the 
Attorney-General and the ::.\1inister for\Vorks. 
and they wired through to get counseL \Vhat 
wa.s there to prevent those fifty men from 
wiring through to get counsel? It don not 
mean, when the case is coming; on on the 
13th, tlmt it is goinr; to be held on that day. 

The PREMIER: If there is no defence. 
"Ylr. BLAIR: The assumption is that an 

adjournment will be asked for and granted, 
to work un the case. 

The Pn"E:IIIER: But whb will a3k for the 
adjournment if no one is there? 

Mr. BLc\IR: What is to prevent them 
from getting counsel? \Vhat on earth is the 
use o£ splittino; hairs on a question like that? 
'I'here a!"1' fifty men there. 

Mr. ILUIILTO;,i: T••·O hundred and thirty. 
l'llr. BLAIR: Well, 230. They are getting 

admirable wages, they aro living in comfort, 
and what is to prevent them --eeing a solicitor 
and wiring through? I am not saying any­
thing against those men, but it is a pernicious 
principle to allow any bodj' of men to make 
use of the taxpaye~s' monev like that. They 
could w1re thrmn:h : the solicitor here would 
get the counsel that he u ,ually employs, and 
an adjournment would be granted to prepare 
their case. There must be an adjournment 
asked for now, though the Crown' is payin,.;­
this money. 

The PREMIER: I think it is very likely. 

the other tJ1ings hinted at, just the same as 
the tram" ay employee" are charged with in 
connectwn with the Commonwealth Arbitra­
tion Court. There is just as much in the one 
case as in the other. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIO WORKS: Very 
special pleading. 

Mr. BLAlR: I f;m surprised to hear the 
::\Iinister for Works say that this is special 
pleading. I ask him, as a man, to rise after­
wards in his place and show where111 there 
may be any special pleading. 

Mr. LESINA: Ask him as a Christian_ 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. BLAIR: The wages boards were estab­
lished so that the majoriry of the employees 
or the majority of the employers may go to 
them just the same as the majority of the 
employers or employees may go to the Co~­
monwealth Arbitration Court in order to gam 
jurisdiction. Where is the difference in the 
two cases? I can assure the hon. gentleman 
who has charged me with special pleading­
that I can see no difference between them, 
and l am ready to be convinced if he can 
alter that opinion. That is an opinion which 
I entertain, having considered this matter 
carefully. It is only right that a member 
should rise in his seat th~s afternoon and 
protest against this misuse of public money. 
(Hear, hear!) Hon. members. '!n t~e other 
side are entitled to their opmwn JUSt the 
same as bon. members on this side. But if 
any hon. member on the other side can show 
me that it is right to use the money of the 
taxpayers to ~elp ~y indi':idual of. the 
public, in a pnvate smt-a pnvate action­
or any body of individ31als, uni_onists or non­
unionists to fight the1r case m any court, 
then I a~n sati,;!led. I repeat what I said at 
the commencement, that if you allow it in 
one case, where "is it going to stop? I say, 
in conclusion, that I think the Chief Secretary 
has done the wrong thing. He has done it, 
perhaps, has'tily and ill-adv.isedly--

Mr. ::Y1ANN: He had to do it. 

::\1r. BLAIR: Then what is the usc of doing 
anything of that kind? \Vhy not tell the men 
that you sympailiise with them, but you could 
not use the taxpayers' money. It is the most 
pernicious thing that I have ever heard of in 
Queensland. I am speaking strongly because 
I feel strongly. If this House were conscious 
of wha.t is being done they would rise in a 
body and protest against such a thing. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! Mr. BLAIR: But, in justice to the men 
supporting him, he should withdra'!" from a 

Mr. LESINA: He has pledged all his sup- position which ~s as illogical as It 1s unten-
porters to oppose industrial unionism. able. 

Mr. BLAIR: Apart altogether from that JPPOSITIOX ME1IBERS: Hear, hear! 
question of unionism, there is a Common-
wealth Arbitration Court established by the l\Ir. D. HU:i:..;-TER (Woolloongabba): I am 
Hon. Alfred Deakin or his Government. It very glad that this question has been 
is the existing law now-the Commonwealth raiseJ..-:very glad indeed. (Hear, hear!) The 
law. Any individual in a union has a right bon. member for Ipswich said that there was 
to appeal to that court. because it is the law a conspiracy throughout Australia to endeav-
of the land-not of Queensland but of the our to smash up unions. 
Commonwealth. OPPOSITION j\JEMREll.S: Hear, hear 1 

The- PREMIER: They have no right to drive D rcruNTER. I d t b [' "t them m. Mr. . .L • • o no e reve I -
M BL \IR Th · d · · · There is no conspiracy at all. I do not hold 

' ' "r.. '" : ere IS no ':'vmg m. with the Tramways Company at all in saying 
I'na.,_Is_the_fa!l~cy_oLthe_whnla._thing,_Ofhe __ h t·the men-irrl:heir employ should not have 
law says a certam number can make anphca- t a : E-· ht 1; h ve the right 
tion and give the court jurisdic cion. ·There at U;'- on. '~ry :C:fialn oug t 0t a- 11d 

0 
em 

h '- ] · l t tl · -o JOII1 a umon 1 1e wan s o, a n -as r·een no compu swn a Jou 1at certam 1 h ld d" t t t h" h th r h will 
number: they have applied ancl invited the P ?yer 8 0 3' 10 a e 0 Jm w e " e th" 
jurisdict;on of the court. and thB Premier JOlJ?- a umon or not; but we take up 1 1s 
now seeks to get behincl the ·whole thin<!. He athtucle.whon a man ~ames up from ::'\:ev, 
says that it i .. in conflict with the wages board. South VV ales on the quwt. 
\Vith rep;a.rd to the wages board, what is the A GovER~ME~T MEMBER: On the sly. 
difference in principle' ='ione whatever. A 
wages board is only e'tablished if a majority 
of employers or employee,; 3sk for it. If a 

majority of the employees or em­
[4.30 p.m.] players in the State ask for tlw 

formation of a wag-es board. then 
they may qe charged with tyranny, and all 

Mr. D. HU:NTER : He comes up here on 
tho quiet and gets hold of a number of men 
and gets them to try to defeat a law which 
has been pa.ssed by this House. 

Mr. LESINA: Do you expect him to come 
up here headed by a brass band? 

Mr. D. Httnter.] 
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Mr. D. HUNTER: He should have spoken 
>to the ·men like a man. (Hear, hear !) He 
spoke to the men like cowards, and he got 
them to sign .a petition, and a good many of 
them regret to-day that they did sign that 
petition. 

Mr. LENNON: Nonsense! 
Mr. D. HUNTER: Why did •that man 

come up here? Did he come here to benefit 
:the men in Brisbane? 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Y cs. 
Mr. D. HUI'\TER: No. He came here to 

benefit the men in Sydney at the expense 
-<:>f the Brisbane men. He came up here 
becau·•e he knew that the conditions in 
Brisbane were better than the condi•lions in 
. any other part of Australia or )I ew Zealand. 

Mr. LESIXA: That is not true. 
:Mr. D. H'CNTER: He came here in order 

'to drag the other States up to the level of 
Brisbane, and he sought to drag the Brisbane 
men into ·tho union. That is tho position. As 
Queenslanders we have a right to protest 
against these men being: dragg-ed into the 
F<>deral union. While I have contributed in 
strikes in the pas•t--

Mr. LESINA: You will again. 
:Y.I:r. D. HUNTER: Yes; if the fight is 

for a principle I believe in. I say that the 
people themselvc·> should be allowed the 
right to decide the question. 

Mr. HARDACRE: 'Which people? 
Mr. D. HUKTER: The people engaged in 

the dispute. In the past we fought the gre<tt 
seamen's strike, and what was the fight 
about? It was because vou would not have 
a conference between th;:, men and the em­
ployers. 

Jlilr. FOLEY : Nonsen.'e ! 

Mr. D. HU?-;'TER: Yes: ·the fight "'~' Gn 
tha.~. b,rsis alone. The late coal ~trik~: in 
New South \Vales was of the '~m2 !IaturP. 
They said, "Give us a conference l•et·wccon 
the miners :1nd the employer:.; and we will 
settle it." That is the princit1le Df {;ur 
Wages Boards Act. The reprcsenhtin,, of 
the employe"" and of the men come together 
in conference, and tb-y sett:e all disnutes. 

Mr. HAHDACRE: Are they oppc•.cd to inter­
'Btate unions? 

Mr. D. HUI\TER: It is the principle of 
unionism for the representatives to corne 
together. In my own tc·ade the men in 
BrisLane would not allow the men in Svdnev 
or the executive in Sydney to tell them to 
go out on strike. The men in Sydney have 
a 'Jsolutcly :no power to do that. 

Mr. FOLF:Y: Are you not amalgamated? 
Mr. D. HUNTER: The local men settle 

·all their differences and all qu<'stions whether 
they shall go out on strike or not, and the 
-only power the exccative in S:,-dney hrts is to 
say, "·will you do this or that?" If the 
local ~~n say, "You 1nus:~ do this," then the 
.exccubve must do it. 

Mr.· HARDACRE: Are von onposod to inter-
-state unions? " ... 

Mr. D. HuNTER: I am opposed to 
bodies which arc being formed to defe:tt 
the benefits received by laws pasoed in thf' 
State. 

Mr. MANN: Then whY not extend ·them to 
the sugar industry? · 

Mr. D. HUNTER: I believe that all men 
;at heart believe in the principle that when 

[Mr. D. Httnter. 

you get a body of men collectively and a body 
of employers colle;,tivcly, they can meet to­
gether and settle theie differences far better 
th~tn if vou have them piecemeal. That is 
unionism. That is the very principle which 
we eqtablished in our \Yages Boards Act, and 
it shows that we believe in unionism. The 
whole oue3tion before us comes to this: \Yhy 
did the" PrE>mier say he would advance them 
this money? That is the qLie·stion we have 
to trouble about. (Hear, hear!) ThP hon. 
member said, " \Yhat was to prevent them 
from en' auino- a lawyer themsPlves ·." The 
hon. gm;tl~ma~1 kno":s perfectly well. He 
knows that a great dea.l prevented it. Time 
prevented the~. (Opposition laughter.) They 
got that letter yesterday morning-I buppose 
it was delivered at 10 o'eloek . 

:\Ir. FoLEY: It would not have taken five 
minutes to call a meeting. 

:\lr. D. HUXTER: How could you call a 
meeting of 230 member•, in five minutes? \Ve 
will sav that the letter wa·s delivered at 10 
o'clock~ although probably it wa·' not so early 
as that. TheY could not cal! a meet'ng in 
order to take ·action. 

Mr. BLAIR : Thev did call a meeting, and 
had the deputation. to the Premier. 

The DEPCTY SPEAKER: Ord<"'' I hope 
that the hon. member for \Yoolloongabba will 
address the Chair, and I hope tha' other hon. 
members on mv left will ceo.se from interject­
ing. (I-!ear~ h~ar !) 

:\Ir. D. HUNTER: If thev v.ant.:d to call 
a meeting, thev could not l:a~c done it before 
night. Even if th<'y had bPPn able to call a 
meeting yesterday, it would have been the 
fastest called meeting that I e':er heard of. 

:\Ir. LESIXA: Thev could h:.ve held it at 
midnicht. Thev hd,l their first meeting at 
midni~·ht. " 

Th·, DEFCTY SPEAKER: If hon. mem­
bers will persist in interjecting I ~hall rise 
repeatedly and call them by name to order. 
These interjections are getting intolerable. 

Mr. D. HuNTER: The members !lad no 
tin1e to call a meetin< anrl arran·;~·,, to be re~ 
prcsf'nted in Melbourne. The whole thing to 
me savours of a dodge to defeat the wishes 
of the majority of the men up here. 

:21lr. CoYl\'E : Do you accuse the registrar of 
that? 

:!\Ir. D. 1H"l'\TER: ?-:o. But if it i > done 
by any official, I would say that it was clone 
for a purpo~e. The very- fact that the men 
were asked to "'ppear in ,\Ielbourn0 in twenty­
six hours is enough. Fa,lCv bcin.;:- called upon 
in Brisban"' to- anp€ar ·in ::\If ~hourne in 
twentv-six hours: \'i-hv, such a thim; is only 
playing into the hands· of the 1'""'-ycrs. 

:\Ir. ;\I'GLLAX: The lawyen will appear 
there now. 

;\rr. D. H'GKTER: The Government were 
perfectly right in a case of this kind, wh"n 
they saw that an injustice was .r·oing to be 
done-when thev caw that thn~e was no 
chance of the men appearing in Melbourne­
to take action that would prevent an injustice 
being done to them by paying the expens2s 
of their representation in Melbourne. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: Could thev not have gone 
to a lawyer themselves? · 

Mr. D. HUNTER: Who could they have 
gone to? Do they know any lawyer in Mel­
bourne at -all? Can the hon. members on the 
other side tell me who they could have gone 
to? It was necessary that sompthing- should 
be done, and done quickly. The Premier 
was consulted, and I glory in the fact that 
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he did what he did, and I also g:ory in t;,e 
fact that we have seen !he trend of lcgis:a­
tion that is taking place in encle3. vou!'ing 
to drug all the unions dotvn to another StatP. 
We arc going to be ruled !rom another 
·state altogether if we do not look out ,,, hat 
vve are doing. The fact rernains that; the 
n1en \Vere going to have an injw;:tic~ done to 
them and their conditions made worse than 
they are at the pre,ent time, but the Pre­
nlier, by his action, saved the situation. 

Mr. COY::'-;E (Trarrego) : The hon. centle­
man who has just resumed his scat mode 
out a very poor case, just as poor as tho 
Premier himself made out. He told us that 
231 tramway employees in Brisbane did not 
know what to do, and in order to prevent 
a catastrophe happening to-du~,· in cDil!l("> 

tion with the Federal Arbitration Court tho 
Premier paid for the re;wescntation of the 
men in :\Ielbourne. 

:\Ir. HARDACRE: It would only have cost 
them 6d. each. 

Mr. COYNE: It would only have cost 
the ll';Oil 3d. each, ":nd they coUld have gone 
to a lawyer and wrred to :Melbourne wh~n 
·a solicitor would have appeared bd~re the 
registrar, and he could have asked for an 
adjournment. 'l.'he fact of the matter is that 
it has been well known to the general pub:ic 
in Brisbane for weeks nast that there arP 
a number of men engaged by the Brisbane 
Tramways Company who, from an industrial 
point of view, arc anything hut unionist::. 
There '\Vas a strik_c n::.:1ong tlH' trannvay 
t-mployces before. Here i~ an artic:e whici1 
appeared in Truth on Sunday lost. These 
are tho same gcntlc:m~n \vho~ f'<11l1~ to the 
Premier hst night. This ",rtic:e is hC'adcd 
"Pusillanimous I)iraps and Plau:-;ib~e P ~ra-
sites." -® 

The SECRETARY FOR Pc'BLI( \YoRim: y,~hat 
are yon reading from? 

Mr. C'OYC\IE: I am reading fro"' last Sun­
day's Truth. 

Mr. MACARTXEY: \Vho wrote that a1·~icle? 

:Mr. COYC\IE: That is ano•her matter alto­
gether. I do not know who wrote the article. 
This artic:e reads-

THE TRA}I TOILERS' THOUBLE. 
BBGIN THEIR BATTLE WITH BO~S BAD(;ETI. 

PC:~II.LANIMOl'R PI:llPs _\~ll Pl'TRID 
P.ARASI1'E~. 

I want t0 show that this matter did not u-o;J 
up yestorda:· or last night. It says in this 
article-

The DEPUTY SPK\KER: OrdcY: 'vVill 
the hon. member vouch for be c.:curacv o: 
tho article? · 

Mr. COYNE: It. is just as ac,~urate as the 
article the adjournment of tho Han••" is 
moved for. I certainly can vo:1ch for rlw 
accurac~- of it, bee:tuse there is sufficient 
evidence here to satisfy me that it is accu-
rate. It says- ' 

J\fen in the trnm Fervire have been dissatisfied for 
some time pnst. 
vVe have been told bv the Minister for 
'\Yorks that they are pcr'fcctly satisfied. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \YORKS: Per­
fectly true. 

Mr. COYNE: This article goes on-
And different attempts have been made to get 

fhem to form a union secretly, but somPhow or 
,other the " Boss " always got to know who were 
trying to organise, and anyone in the company's 
employ with ginger enough in his composition to 
talk of combining to get better conditions got the 
:sack. 

It says here-
A couple of months ago a motorman happened 

to suggest forming a union, and he was given his 
walking·ticket a couple of day? afterwards. 

They told the Premier last night they had a 
union, but it ,,·as not registered. There are 
thousands of " scab" unionists of that kind. 
Thev are not ref·istered becaus'' they are 
afrald to be known -'as unio~1ist.s. Theo:;e pirnps 
and parasites are the men whoso representa­
tives went to the Prem'er and want~d his as­
sistanl'e. I admit that they may haYc got 21>1 
signatures from the men : but ho•v were the.y 
got? By intimidation. They sent roundth_mr 
big cars after midnight-these C)ursilan 
people sent their long cars out specrally to 
bring; the men back on the Sabbath-and out 
of 5CO employers only twenty-six turned up to 
attend a special mertin.g. 

Thlr. BARBER: The Couri· r states the same 
thing. 

Mr. COYNE : The Chief Secretary s:1id 
that before they knew where they were they 
might be called out if the Commonwealth 
Arbitration Court dealt with their claims. It 
is a well-known fact which c:;nnot bo dis­
puted, that any award from the Commo:J· 
wealth Arbitration Cou,·t has never been dr~­
putecl by the employec'S, ar~d there has neve.r 
been a call out 1n connechon w1th any such 
award. In the gn .::test industry in Aus­
trnJia--tho pastoral industry::-where they gave 

· t<n a·,carcL there has been absolute peace since 
tho award was giYen, and thf'J ..t.re scnking a 
renewal of the award· but prior to that ther~ 
was not a year \vhcn there \\as not a great 
dc'al of trouble iu that induob·y. Tho Pre­
I'lier Liked abmrt proiessiow1l agii ator.s, but 
he for.o:ot about the time when he used to 
make r<:>volutionary J,oetrv. Does he forget 
the great poc:n ho illade fn Rocldu:unpton ~n 
1891 entitled "\Yhen Gnr~·e the Fourth was 
Kin •;''' In it he Sotid there were downtrodden 
serfs when George IV was King, and 
appealed to Queenslanders not to become 
such. He was a professional agitator at that 
time. 

Mr. BARBER: He used to 'ing it too. 

:\Ir. COYNE : Ho wsed to 'sing it in kilts; 
a.nd, as a result of hi~ agitation at that tirne, 
he oc,·unies his present position. lie mided 
people into thinking that ~e believed ,,·hat _he 
said and wrote at that hme. The Premwr 
al·<J Htid that aft~i· the organiscr left. a large 
majority of the employ<'es die! n?t known,uny­
thin; arov.t it. Who are the maJonty? j_hose 
nirnns an'l narasites who YvPnt to the Pren1ier 
~nd ':;yiini~t~r for W arks Y'' .terda.y: those men 
who are ready to sp_v on their mates. 

~\n 0PPOSI1'IOcr MDmER: They are pre­
rarcd to get all the advantages and bon<?fits 
a.t th0 sa!~:.o ti~:.1e. 

J\Ir. COYNE: Yes. The ,\ustraiian Tr~m­
wa 1 s 'Cnion comprises 10,0.00 members scat­
ter'ed all over Australia, and even •allowing 
that tho men who approached the Premier 
were correct in saying; they had 231 names on 
their list, thow:rh there are 500 tramway ew­
ployees in Brisbane and the greatest pres~ure 
was brought to bear on theu_ at: the trme, 
vc'c thev could not get the ma]onty; so thE> 
inajoritV arc in favour of }•ein~ enrolled 
under 'the Commonwealth Arbitration Act. 
As to this org;aniser of whom so much has 
been said he 'Simplv came about his business. 
He was 'in commt1nication with some true 
unionists in the Tramways Company's employ, 
and they told him not to go near Kerr or 
Matthews. as they were pimps of the com­
pany ; and, because he did not go near them, 

Mr. Goyne.] 
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they told the Premier that the majority of 
the employees knew nothing about his pre­
sence. Do you think it po sible that a. man 
could come to Brisbane to get th~ majority or 
the employees into his union and anybody bar 
a pimp not know anything about him being 
present? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: He 
did not get tho majority. 

:Mr. COYNE: We know that l\fatthews and 
Kerr did not get a. ma.jority. They are not 
going to diminish tho number they got; and 
they ;,aid they got 231 out of 500. 

The SECl1ETARY FOR PuBLIC \YoRKS: He 
got fifty. 

Mr. COYNE: That is more unionists than 
there are in the barracks of 'the Tramways 
Company. 

1\lr. FOI.EY: That was all he wanted. 
Ur. COYNE: Yes. He did his business 

by organising a. committee; and he left the 
comn~cttee to do the remainder. When did 
they lodge their objection to being enrolled? 
About three days ago; and the registrar sent 
a reply _yesterday morning. Any schoolboy 
m the street could tell you how they could 
have blocked this; yet the Premier comes 
along in a fine way and tells ns he rescued 
them from an intolerable calamity. I would 
like to see a bond fide union go to the Pre­
rmer and see what he would do with them. 
\\ hatever he might have done in the yeu 1891, 
when he used to write this doggerel, "\Vhen 
George the Fourth was King," we know what 
he would do now. The .Ministe,r for Works 
will stand up in ,a short time and tell us the 
wages boards are work11g excellently in 
lJueensland ; but I want the Minister to let 
us know how the ironmonlde"'' award is 
acting. We know the ironmoulders are out 
on strike; but under the Commonwealth 
Arbitration Act if anybody go·es out on strike 
after an a.ward IS grveu his union is liable 
to a heavy penalty for misconduct. We can­
not do without wages boa.rds--they cannot 
prevent strikes. An award may be given 
to-day and there ma.y be a. strike to-morrow, 
and there may be awards and strikes alter­
nately for months. There is no finality at 
all. The Premier may thi!lk he is getting in 
the first hit with regard to the referenda. to 
be taken in a. short time. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! 
Mr. COYNE: 'J'he Premier referred to a 

referenda to be taken in a short time in con­
nection with this same thing, and I was going 
to causally refer to what he stated. I be­
lieve that he has done one of the best things 
~hat have been done up to the present time 
m Queensland towards getting an affirmative 
vote on that ma.tter. They got an a.bortion 
of a. wages board and arbitration court in 
Syd:wy, _and the result, so far, has been never­
endmg mdustna.l trouble. And in Queens­
land we have had strikes year after yea.r, 
but under the Commonwealth Act when the 
court has given its award all strife is ended. 
I may say that the evidence we have as to 
the way in which the Commonwealth Arbi­
tration Court has dealt with industria.! dis­
putes will can'e hundreds a.nd thousands of 
people in Queen ,Janel to cast their votes in 
favour .of somethi.ng tJ:at would bring about 
mdustnal peace m thLs State. Now about 
the granting of this money to these men. I 
think it is unprece>dented in Queensland-and 
probably in Aus~ralia, a.nd probably in the 
whole of the Brrtidh Empire-to give away 
public money to fight the case of non­
unionist against unionists, and I trust it will 

[..illr. Coyne. 

nevc1· be done again. \Vhen men can­
organise to the number of 10,000 they are 
worthy of some recognition; but when a 
handful of backsliders come along and a.sk 
for some assista.nce aga.inst unionism the 
Premier gives that assistance. I hope this 
misconduct on the part of the Premier vrill 
appeal to the good sense of the people of 
Queensland, and that in the very near future 
they will show their opinion of the Ca.binet 
and of the Premier who has done this wrong. 
I do not think anybody in the position 
occupied by the Premier has ever prostituted 
his po,sition by g·iving away public money in 
a.n unjust cause more than the present Pre­
mier has on this uccasion by giving public· 
money to lawyers to represent these men in 
Melbourne. . 

:Mr. LESIN.\. (Clermont): I do not propose 
to occupy more than a few minutes in dis­
cussing this matter. I would like to say, 
in approaching the subject, that I intend to 
deal with it from its constitutional aspect. 
1'he Premier, on behalf of the Cabinet ancf 
his followers, has pledged the Government to 
take money from the public Treasury and 
hand it over for the use of a certain 
class. Has he a. right to do that? There j, 
only one case of that kind recognised, a.nd 
it is recognised by sta.tute, that by the Poor 
Prisoners' Defence Act. If a poor prisoner 
is una.ble to secure defence and he ·i.s mider 
trial for his life, we are able to secure a.ssist­
ance for him under this Act, but we have 

made special a.rrangements for 
[5 p.m.] thi,, by passing an Act ef Parlia-

ment. But here is a. thing which 
is bevond legislation, beyond constitutional 
practice which establi.shes a. precedent. Now 
precedent may be good or bad, and I be­
lieve in making our own precedents--

Mr. HARDACRE: He is going i!b follow it up-
1\lr. LESINA: If he is going to follow it 

up all round, then I will support him, be­
cause it means establishing in Queensland 
the principle of meeting the cost of all liti­
gations, civil or criminal, out of the Trea­
sury. It simply means pulling down the 
legal monopoly that exi.sts to-day. It simply 
means using the funds of the taxpayer to 
carry out all civil and criminal trials. If the 
Government are prepared to go that far, .[ 
am prepared to go with them to that extent. 
But that is not so. This is an exceptional 
ca.-:;e, and under the circun1stance::; '~i'78 are 
brought face to face with to-day the Go­
vernment practically pledged themselves to 
take from the Treasury and pay to certain 
barristers or other legal gentlemen cm·twm 
fees to represent this particular body down in 
Melbourne. Now, that money does not be­
long to the Government. It belongs to the 
taxpayer-it is collected from the >;>hole of 
the people of Queensland a.nd put mto the 
TrC'asury, and the Government pr.opose_ to 
ta.ke it out and pay the cost of thrs act:on­
What right have they to do that? We want 
some legal member to get up on the Govffi'n­
ment. benches and tell us what right the 
Government have to dip into the public 
Treasury and take out tha.t money to defend: 
this pa.rticular case. They must have some 
right, otherwise they would not do it N"o 
Government, especia.lly the present Govern­
ment, ever does wrong. (Laughter.) The 
han. member for Woolloongabba. is the only 
member on that side of tho Home who has 
defended their action. He says the Govern­
ment did the right thing, and gave half a 
dozen reasons wl1v it, should ha.ve been done. 
None of those reasons, to my mind, should: 
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carry any weight at alL Briefly, so far as 
I am able to understand the case, for many 
years past the Brisbane tramway employees 
have been a. very badly badgered and ill­
treated body of men. They have been pre­
vented from forming a union by the influ­
ence of Mr. Badger and certain subordinate 
officers. Every time they have tried to form 
a union,__ the employee who took any part in 
the talking or acting has been sacked. Some 
me1ms have been found to get rid of him. 
On one occasion, when a score of men heid 
a meeting to ·form a union, son1e pimp 
was pre,ent, and carried the particulars to 
Mr. Badger, and certain of those men were 
sacked. It does not matter how they a.re 
,sacked-they have found reasons sooner or 
later to sack them. A compla.int has been 
made, it ma.y be by a. shareholder of the 
company, of impertinence on the part of a 
conductor. That conductor ma.y have taken 
some active part in the forma.tion of a. 
union, and, months after, he is sacked. 
Every capitalist gets rid of workmen that he 
objects to. The :\Iinister for Butter-excuse 
me, the :Minister for Public Lancl,-knows, 
a.s a. practical business man, how easy it is 
to get rid of an employee who develops a 
depra.vecl taste for unionism. Tha.t is prac­
tically everyday experience, a.nd he knows 
it. Thev all know-and no nerson in the 
world k!iows better then the p1:esent Premier 
how easy it is to get rid of scores of men. 
I know of the cases of at least half a dozen 
men who have been sa.cked, and I can prove 
them right up to the hilt. Men have been 
sacked mostly because thev have taken an 
actiYe part in attempting t;:; promote union­
ism among the downtrodden and badgered 
body of men in the employ of this crushing 
monopoly we have in Brisbane-a monopolv 
which would have been ta.ken over years ago 
had we had an up-to-elate body of men at 
the head of the municip~l affairs in Bris­
bane. T·hose men have been badly treated. 
They work longer .hours, receive wor,se pay, 
and are under worse conditions than anv 
body of tramway employees in Australia·; 
and I know it, because I have made a special 
study of this question, although I have not 
taken any active pa.rt in the matter, and 
have not interviewed the men, and have 
never got on the plntform in connection with 
the matter. But I know from personal in­
quiries, and from information received from 
persons I interviewed recently when in New 
Zealand, that the tramway men of Queem­
lancl up to recentlv have been the verv worst 
trE'ated body of n1en engag-ed in that parti­
cular enterprise in the whole of Australia. 
They get nothing- like thP hours of labour. 
the rate of wages, or conditions of labour. or 
other tBrms under which the men in New 
South IV ales work. Thcv are debarred from 
forming a union-it is ·called a recreation 
club-it is a hypocritica-l club. If a man 
talks in a recreation club about unionism, he 
is a marked man, and sooner or later he is 
shifted. Now. these men, in order to form 
a. union to ermble them to gather tog-ether 
in that principle of co-operation which is 
the underlying principle of unionism to-day, 
they have to seek the assistance of the feder­
ated organisation and the better treated men 
down South. and one of their men came up 
here. The han. member for Woolloongabba 
objected to him coming up in secret. Where 
is the secrecy in a man talking to the men 
quietly and taking their names? He should 
have approached the subject with a bra.ss 

band, I suppose, or he should have wired to 
Badger that he was coming, and asking that 
individual to be present. With Badger's 
cold-steel eye on them, who would be game 
enough to risk their bread and butter by 
putting their names down as members of 
the tramways union? \Vhy should they not 
be allowed to form a union under ordinary 
conditions, the same as bakers, butcher~, 
and other people of Queensland? Badger, 
by his monopoly, is crushing the manhood 
out of them, and is exercising the tyranny 
which certain of Badger'.s pimps belonging 
to the Tra.mways Company have been grumb­
ling about. It is :\Ir. Badger and his minions.. 
who have been responsible for exercising 
tyranny-this monopoly which is paying 
huge dividends and robbing the public of 
Queensland. That man came up here and 
got fifLy names; and, having got fifty names, 
Lhe union was registered, and, naturally 
e11ough, the registrar informed those men 
that they must appear before a. certain time 
--that they should take such legal steps as 
may be necE''\sary under the circumstances to 
make an appeararwe, and I ,suppose they 
have done so by this time. But a number of 
malcontents, anxious to curry favour with 
the boss, anxious to secure themselves in 
their position, determined to take action. 
'rhey called a. meeting ';lt, m1dmght at one 
of the sheds, and the cla1ly Press announced 
that there were fifty men present out of 500. 
Even if there were fifty present out of 500· 
it would be a very small majority, but there 
were only twenty-seven men present, and 
one of those was a TTuth reporter. The 
matter w:1s left over to enable a still larger 
repre,entative meeting to be held, and they 
put on a long car from the Light-street 
depot to Countess street, where the meet­
ing was held. Instead of tha.t car being 
pad:ecl with men-there were hundreds down 
there-there were only thirteen men who 
travelled by that car, and they were hooted 
off the p_c-emises by the men who stayed be­
hcnd. Those men turned up at the meeting, 
making twenty-seven altogether. Those 
twenty-seven men signed a protest. In the 
meantime they got together a list and ob­
tained 231 signatures. Some men refused to· 
sign the list and were sacked. They ob­
t,;;ined those signatures by the exercise of 
tvrannv. and denied that liberty which the 
n;Iinist~r of Works will get up presently and 
talk so movingly about--he will talk about 
the tvrannv of 'unionism. What about the 
tyrani1y of this tramway monopoly which 
sends round a. list, and if the men do not 
sign it sacks them? Is there not tyranny 
exercised there? 

}Jr. CDTTELL: You cannot prove that state­
ment. 

11r. LESINA: The thing i.s done, but they 
make it as difficult as pohsible to prove those 
cases. But we know, as practical men of the 
world, that a rich company will get rid of a 
man if that man manifests. in some in­
stances, any sympathy for unionism. 

:\Ir. COT'rELL: You do not know one in­
stance. 

Mr. LESINA: I can mention a number 
of cases to prove it. I maintain they got 
those 231 signatures by intimidation, and 
many of tho~e men are unionists at heart, 
but they were too timid to ta.ke the risk. 
Many of them are married men with child­
ren, and they did not care to take the ri~k 
for the sake of their wives a.nd children. 
Let the Minister for Works keep that point. 

Mr. Lesina.] 
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in his mind. Let him just reflect on the fact 
that a big majority of those signatures are 
the signatures of men who have been dra­
gooned into signing the list. 'fhat is the 
worst kind of intimidation. Y au can have 
intimidation somefmes through physical de­
monstration. You can intimidate other n1en 
through the medium of their relations, and 
many of these tramway men have been in­
timidated by pressure brought to bear on 
them in this way. They are not frightenE'd 
of themselves for their jobs, but they are 
afraid for tlw ,sake of .their wives and chilLI­
ren. \Veil, that company, whoch will bring­
force like that to bc3r on tl'e men. is the 
company WB want to fight, and the Cabinet 
have actually stepped into the breach and 
taken money out of the Treasurv to assist 
those men in fighting for the tram\va~ mono-. 
poly. The men Ma.tthew5 and ]\Jorris, who 
attE'nded the meeting last night, are simply 
tools of Badger's. They are simply tools of 
the compan¥. They have made their hillel" 
secure for life, and they come along to th<' 
Government and ask the Government t<.• 
pay the cost of the action in this matter. 

:M:r. BARBER: They will get promotion br 
their action. 

Mr. LESINA: Very likely before ]on;; you 
will find them walking- down Queen street 
with gold braid on their uniforms as inspec­
toPs as a reward for treaf'herv to their fellow­
employees. This appears t~ me where the 
Premier has done wrong-. The Government 
should have had nothin::; at all to do with 
this thing. They should have said, "There 
is certain Federal legislation provided to 
allow employees to come to<rf'ther and apply 
to be regist?red by the rc>gistrar, and a -cC>r­
tain award will be ma.de in due course in con­
nection with that industry. It appu<rs cer­
tain men have cigncd this requi<'tion. I do 
not know v-vhy they have si:~n,,:d. It i· not my 
business; I have nothing at all to do with it." 
But, instead of that, the Premier pkd::cd 
himself right awa.y, :md instructed the Attor­
ney-General to wire to :\Ielbourne instructing 
a. barrister and other le,!:ral ~:r('ntlf'm•'~1 to re­
pres2nt thes~ mJ!cont,,nts. He has pled;:;ed 
every man sitting lwhind him to fi: ht thc,,e 
industrial unions. Every man who is fSitting­
on the GovE'~nment bE'nches and approves of 
the Government action in this 1natter i~ 
pledo:ed to fi<rht th, "e industrial unions, and 
their electorates should rec0gnise it-has 
pledp:Pd himself to '.upport tlw Premier in 
taking public money to fig-ht the indllf trial 
unions. :Most meml-ors on thf' other <Side have 
been elect-ed, not a.s 0nen1ics of unionism. 
The hon. me1nber for Too,vong i~ syn1pathetic 
with unionism. and has thousands of unionists 
in his electorate, who must sympathise with 
the tra.mway men to establish a un;on, and who 
do the,y find the strongect opponents to this 
being done? The Premier of Queensland, 
who takes the taxpayers' money to fight the 
establishment of this union. If thE' Govern­
ment are justifi<'d in taking this money. ,,;j! 
some hon. memb'r on the other <Sid<> kindlv 
tell me wherH it is going to stop? The ne;t 
thin<:c will be that the Oow•rnrn<'nt will ta.k<' 
public money to assist the co-operative farmers 
to fi;:-ht the butter companies' men. If they 
eRn do it in the case of industrial unionism 
they can do it in the case of co-operative 
butter factories, or in the case of the sugar 
industry. It is a most dangerous position to 
take up. If the Government are going to 
apply this principle all round, and money is 
,to be paid in criminal and civil cases, I am 

fMr. Lesina. 

goin"' to l-e with th~m. Btl'- there i, no such 
principle involved in this case. H is a de­
liberate attPrnpt on the part of the Govern­
ment to stPp in 1•cbveen t'\YO bodies of men, 
one of which wants h forn: a union and the 
other to prevent it, and it is to assist these 
men 1-vho are af2:ainst the union that n1onpy 
out of tiY nublic Treasurv is tak~n. As one 
who contends tha.~ mon~v from the public 
purse shall po for public ·puq:oscs, I obieet 
to money being taken from the Public funds 
to employ lawyers in Melbourne to fight 
ar:rainst the formation of the union. The 
troubles are to a large extent the outDome of 
E-cctional unionism. Sectional unionisrn j s 
doomed. 

OPPOSITION l'v1EMBERS: Hear, hear! 
i\Ir. J"ESIKA: In the futme there will be 

nnl:, one huge industrial unionism, which will 
include all workers. and as soon as it is 
recDgni&ed that sectional unionism is wrong, 
so soon w'II they pull dov:n the s-ectional 
barriers and stand together in one body. 

:\Ir. KEVI'rT: This GovE'rnment want to 
ston it. 

J\1r. LESINA: The Premier in taking up 
this attitude. may poesibly b8 animated by a 
desire to fore,;tall c<'rtain action taken by the 
Federal Government. The tramway men have 
unions in all parts of Australia e'xcept Bris· 
bane, and the Premier is go in'{ to use State 
funds to ke,ep the Brisbane men. \Yhat posi­
tion will be be in in a few months' time if the 
referendum is carried? If the people say 
that industrial matiNs like th.sse shall bB 
ta.k~n over by the F'~ueral Governn,ent, it 
will b:> a very peculiar position for the hon. 
gentleman to h<: in. If the House justifies 
the Government in taking this action-if their 
O\Vl1 supportP!'s, \vithout. one word, are ag-reed 
to support them, they ar' opPning the door 
to v'ha.t may he an E'xccllent thing if. applied 
all round ,rit~out :.tny partisan sririt, but 
-:t, hich if applied in a parti.s21.n :sp~rit 111ay be a 
so·,rce of danger to the public pur'''· 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR P'l~B>AC 
\YORKS: I ouite agree with s0me han. 
gPntl 'men who have spoken as to the import· 
an·-·" of the mat!Gr that h"s befn b!·ou· ht 
befor·-\ this House, anrl it ic m)' duty very 
briellv to lav befor" the House somP of the 
particulars v;hich led un to the action which 
has. very pronerly, be<>n taken by thE' State 
Government in protection of Stat'' rights. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: No. no! 
Mr. FERRICKS: \Vho is playing to the gallery 

nov:? 
The SEC'J:tETARY FOR FGBLIO 

WOR.KS: I think I will he able to show 
pretty clearly that the Government have 
prove.! thernseh'e.; the friends of those who 
need stren<rth and assista.ncc in the hour of 
need. The position very bricJly is as follows: 
There ha,ve been repeated E'fforts made to 
g-et certain tramwny men to join a Southern 
union, a.nd those repeated effort,s have cignally 
failed, and they failed in this last instance. 

Mr. MULCAHY: They have the Government 
behind them. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC 
WORKS : It seems an extraordinary thing­
that an emissary from the South, who per­
chance is backed up by some han. gentlemen 
on the Labour side-he came up and what 
did he do? Did he do what any other gentle­
man would ha.ve done, at any rate, and call 
those who represPnted the tramway men to­
>Tether to discuss matters pertaining to the 
Tramways Company? Oh, no! 
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Mr. MAUGHAN: He was advised by the 
men themselves. 

The SECRE'l'ARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
Of course he was advised of 1t, b<ocause 
he knew the bulk of the men were dead 
against any such proposal, and were entirely 
satisfied with their position. He knew the 
men were entirely satisfied, and he was not 
man enough to come along and ask the 
executive of the tramway employees to get 
together to discuss this matter. He went 
round in a way which cou:d be properly 
described by the hon. member for Clerrno,;t 
-he carne at night-time, buttoning one here 
and one there, asking in whispers these men­
begging them-to come out and make one of 
the fifty in order to sign his particular docu­
ment; and the result was that the men who 
had the control of the employees' interests in 
connection with the Tramways Company knew 
nothing whatever about it until he had 
slipped away. The whole way of dealing with 
it was such as to condemn it right from the 
very jump. If it had been something worth 
conducting it would have been conducted 
properly; but no, it was done by stealth; it 
was done as if the man who was conducting 
this matter was afraid of the action he was 
taking. I want to impress upon the House 
that the Government have nothing to do 
with the question as to whether men are 
union or non-union men; their desire is to 
protect the worker every time. (Opposition 
laughter.) I maintain that that has been the 
action of the Government all through. 

Mr. BARBER: You are intensely amusing. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC 
WORKS: It was not their place to ask 
whether a man is a union or non-union man, 
but it was their duty to step in and, when 
this matter was brought before them, act as 
the Premier has acted in this case. Let me 
remind the House that as won as it was 
discovered what had been going on, the bulk 
of the tramway men irnrnediatelv sent a 
petition to Melbourne, and I have "a copy of 
•he petition in my hand, which I will read. 
The hon. member for W arrego suggested 
that they might not have been able in Mel­
bourne to reply in time, but I want to draw 
attention to the fact t.hat the petition is 
dated 28th November. It reads as follows:-

28th November, 1910. 
'Jihe Industrial Registrar, Commonwealth Court of 

Cor~:"iliation and Arbitration, :Melbourne, Vic­
tona. 

We, the undersigned, emnloyees of the Brisbane 
Tra.mways Company, Limited, desire to prot('?t 
against any propoFDJ to include the Brisbane tram­
way employees in the Australian Tramway Em­
ployees' Association or the Australian Federated 
Industrial Orga.nisation of 'rramway "'\'\" orker!'l. 
__ It is within our knO\vledge that a minority of 
the Brisbane tramway employees have suhmitted 
tT1eir names as members of the organisation above 
referred to (registration of which we understand 
is being applied for), but seeing that such names 
were obtained by a personal canvass, that many 
of the employees were not approached in the 
ma~ter, a11d that there were not any meetings at 
whJCh those of us who are opposed to m8mbership 
could express our vi~w:s, we, the majority, confi­
aently appeal by peht10n for the Brisbnne tnm­
way employees to be excluded from any such 
organisation or associa''tion. 

Hon. members will notice that on the 28th 
of November this course was taken. What 
Iiappened!? On the 8th December, a circular 
was sent from the registrar in Melbourne. 
Evidently he must have thought it was pos­
sible for us here in Queensland', through the 
nse of an aerqplane, to get to Melbourne, or 
by some method to deal with these matters. 

'Whilst I assume in the ordinary course of' 
events it would reach Brisbane on the Satur­
day evening, it must be borne in mind that 
it would not be in the ordinary course de­
livered till Monday morning, and on Monday 
morning this document is presented to these 
men, and they are told to be in Melbourne 
on Tuesday at 2 o'clock. 

Mr. FERRICKS: You are dodging the issue. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 

It is an extraordinary thing that hon. mem­
bers on the other side take up tl1e stand that 
it is exc~edingly improper for this money 
to be devoted to the interests of these men. 
'I'hey naturally carne to the Department of 
Labour. Let me point out that in connection 
with the wages board, which is controlled by 
the State, and which an outside influence is 
seeking to upset, there had been nothing to 
show that the men were not satinfied with 
their condition, and yet an outside influence 
is brought to bear to try and create a feeling 
of mistrust in the minds of the men, and the 
men said, "No; we are better off with our 
wages board; we prefer having representa­
tion instead of handing over ourselves prac­
tically body and soul to ·parties in the South." 
And so they said they were not prepared to 
accept that. Exc,•ption has been taken to the 
expenditure of this money; but is it not a 
fact that every day there is expenditure of 
money which comes from contingencies? I 
would like to ask the hon. junior member for 
Ipswich-who, I regret, is not in his place-if, 
during his time, and during the time of any 
other Minister, money is not spent which 
cornes from contingencies, and must of neces­
sity be spent? Is it not entirely a proper 
thing· for the Ministry of the day to protect 
the State rights of their workers? (OpT' osition 
lau.;hter.) Apparently, judging by the com­
motion created on the other side, we are pro­
tecting them in a 'vay that hon. members do 
not like. I may be out of order if I get very 
far on this subject, but. I must say that I 
think it is a fortunate thing for the workers 
of l~uoensland that the hand of the Common­
wealth Government has been shown so early. 
I would like to say that in their anticipation 
of something which is going to come later--

:l\Ir. BARBER: You are very amusing. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
In answer to those gentlemen who have been 

complaining about our spending 
[5.30 p.m.] money, I would like to ask them 

if they have ever raised their 
voice in connection with the expenditure of 
money in the South in connection with fight­
ing similar matters? 

Mr. BARBER: There is no ·analogy. 
Mr. O'St:LLIVAN: They are not similar 

matters. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: 

I think I shall be able to show hon. mem­
bers opposite, not only that their friends 
have been parties to the spending of public 
money, but I shall also be ab'le to show that 
their friends have also been taking the 
money. Let me quote from Federal Hansard, 
page 6442-

HARVESTER CASE. 

Senator GIVENS: Is it the intention of the 
Government this yenr to make provision for the 
payment of a portion or the whole of the law 
costs incurred by the agricultural implement 
makers in what is known as the Ha.rvester case? 

Senator McGREGOR: '!'here is some provision 
on the Estimates for that purpose. 

Who is Senator McGregor? Is he a member 

lion. W. 9. Barn~.] 
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<Jf the Deakin Government? If I am not 
very much mistaken, :he is a member of t:he 
present Labour Government of the Common­
wealth. (Hr<u, hear !) 

Mr. O'SuLLIVAN: 'The ·Cases are not 
analogous. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: 
The hon. gentleman will see that the cases 
are similar. 

Mr. MANN: It came before Parliament 
there; but we have no say in this matter at 
all. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
I will also quote from the speech of Mr. W. 
Eliott Johnson in the House of Repres;:mta­
tives. This is from Federal Hansa1·d, page 
6716-

I am afraid, however, that that broad view 
would assume very circumscribed proportions if 
they were asked to extend it to the other side. It 
may be interesting just to quote the bill of ex­
penses sent in by Mr. Rutch--

Mr. MAUGHAN: Who is Mr. Sutch? 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 

I will show the hon. gentleman who is Mr. 
Sutch. He is one of the gentlemen whose 
·cause he is always championing in this 
House. Mr. Johnson continued-

To AjC. 
Expenses of the following societies represented 

before the Ne'v Protection Court by Mr. J. Rutch: 
-Sawmill Employees, Carpenters, Engine-drivers, 
Painters, Pattern Makers, \.Vheelwrights, and 
{)thers :-

To witnessrs, loss of time, etc. 
Typewriting and other expenses 
J. Sutch, attendance at court, 27 

days at £5 5s. 

£ 8. d. 
16 0 0 

0 0 

141 iii 

£162 15 0 

Fancy £5 5s. a day for Mr. Sukh's attend­
ance at the courl-{)nly £5 5s. a day ! \Vhen 
the Lrubour movement is in question that is 
a very small item: but when it is "the other 
fellow," then it becomes a very big ite>n, and 
it is magnified very much indeed. 

Mr. O'SULLIVA~: \¥hat about the Land 
Court expenses? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS : 
Then Mr. Johnson goes on-

Statement of expenses incurred in the present~ 
ment of the Agricultural Implement Makers' t:nion 
case against the manufacturers in the Excise 
Tariff Court:-

£ s. d. 
By legal expenses, account of J. 

Woolf 1,112 17 7 
Comrade Woolf cla.ims a prBtty good slice of ~he 
expenses-it is a case of the c. wolf at the door, 
of Parliament, with a vpngeunce !-

By payment of witnesses for lost 
time ... ... ... 5 15 It 

By payment of Mr. 'l'. M. Smith 
for lost time 15 15 9 

Telegrams, fares, postage, etc. 1 0 0 

£1,135 8 St 

They are very accurate in the Federai 
Parliament when they ev<:'n include their 
halfpennies. It shows how very accurate 
they are in making <Jut their acc<Junts. Then 
Mr. Johnson goes on-

What I marvel at is that, if this claim be a 
:Qrop>'.r one, provision has not been made on the 
Estimates for the payment of the whole amount. 
On what ground has the reductiOn of £,')00 been 
made? 

Apparently they wore afraid to make pro­
vision on the Est·imates for the whole amount, 
and they only made provision for a portion 
of it. I would draw the. attention of the 

[Han. W. H. Barnes. 

House to the attitude that is adopted by 
some of the men whom hon. gentlemen 
oppmite claim to represent. A man may be 
a non-union man, and yet it is possible for 
him to suffer all t'he insults that it is possible 
for any individual to suffer. I will show 
what tyranny and coercion can be exercised 
against a man who is a non-union man by 
some of thr· workers. I maY not be in order 
in reading this paragraph, bec;mse you have 
ruled, Mr. Deputy Speaker, tha.t a member 
cannot read a paragraph from a newspaper 
unless he can voueh for its accuraev. I hold 
in mv hand a Bri ,bane Obserc'er of t<J-day's 
date: On looking through it I find a refer­
ence to a strike in Adelaide, and I find that 
hecause certain men were foolish enough to 
attempt to earn their brPad in a legitimate 
way what happened t.o them • 

Mr. FRRRICKS: They got what they de­
served. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
What has heen tried to be brought before 
this House by hon. gentlemen on the other 
side this afternoon, only they a,re too 
poli9hed and too wise to go to the extreme 
which these people in Adelaide go to. Be­
<'ause men at.tempted to earn their living in a 
legitimate way, they were assaulted in a 
most brutal manner. 

Mr. FERRICKS : Good enough for them, too. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC 
WORKS: I am glad that the hon. member 
for Bowen made that interjection. It is in 
keeping with the hon. gentleman's attitude 
ever since he has been in this House. 

GOYERNMENT 11EMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. FERRIOKS: I wish all blacklegs were 
treated in the same way. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC 
'WORKS: These men in Brisbane, employed 
by the Tramways Company, recognised that 
they have a tribunal which has been entirely 
satisfactory, and no hon. gentleman on the 
other side has been able to prove to the 
contrary. I challenge them to prove where 
in connection with the wage·; board, where 
a wages board has to deal with a particular 
industry, that there has been a single case 
brought to the Department. of Labour. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: A man has been dis­
charged because he was a member of a 
board. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC 
WORKS: I happen to know it that it is a 
fact that the men do not like to leave the 
'l'ramways Company. I have no brief for the 
Tramways Company, but last week a man 
came to me who had been for ten years in 
the service of the Tramways Company, and 
bec:;use he had been intemperate he was 
discharged. He asked me to go to Mr. 
Stephens, ~.he manager, to get him re­
linstatC'd. T'hat is . in keeping with the 
attitude of that partiCular company. The 
company ar<3 doing a fair deal by the men, 
and the conditions of the men are entirely 
satisfactory. The hon. member for Ipswich, 
;\;1r. Blair, made a remark that the attitude 
of the Premier was a conspiracy to smash up 
the spirit of unionism. As. a matter of fact, 
the attitude of the Premier was to protect 
and conserve the union movement, as shown 
in the Tramways Company: (Opposition 
laughter.) 

Mr. NEVITT: There is no union there. 
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC 
WORKS: It is the hon. gentlemen on the 
other side who want to smash up that union. 
It is just as well to be plain in these matters. 
There are some men on the opposite side· of 
the House who are never satisfied unless they 
are stirring up influences amongst the men. 

Mr. BARBER: The glorious gospel of dis­
"Content, that is what we believe in. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC 
WORKS: The bon. member for Bunda berg 
practically says "Amen" to what I have 
said. 

Mr. BARBER: Amen, brother! 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC 
WORKS: The attitude of hon. members 
opposite this afternoon is a conspiracy on 
their side to· fetter the men employed by 
the Tr.amwctys Company in Brisbane, and to 
practically force them into the hands of the 
Southern unions. I say again, " Pity Queens­
land and pity the day when that ltind of thing­
happens so-far as Queensland is concerned." 
Hon. gentlemen opposite are working for 
that. and they will not be satisfied till they 
get it. 

;\Ir. HARDACRE (LeichhaTdt) : A great 
deal of dust has been thrown up by members 
,on the Government side-bv the Premier and 
the Minister for \Yorks-to 'bide what appears 
to me to be one o£ the most serious cases of 
maladministration in our public affairs that 
has occurred for many yc ars past. Such 
action will only lead to all kinds of controver­
oies and diffwulties, and all members of Par­
liament, no matter on wha.t sid0 of the House 
they sit, should set their backs against it. 
Briefly. the position is this: There exists in 
the other Slates of the Commonwealth a 
series of tramway union,,. These unions sent 
a representative to Brisbane to induce the 
men working for the Brisbane Tramways Com­
pany to join the unions existing in the other 
States of the Commonwealth. 

Mr. D. HUNTER: "1,"\'hy did he not do it 
properly? 

Mr. HARDACRE: There exists a Common· 
w"alth law under which there can be a com­
bination of employees in all the States of tlie 
Commonwealth under one union. The tram­
way employees· in the other States of the 
Commonwealth sent their reprecentative up 
io Brisbane to endeavour to induce the Bris­
bane employe,es to join the other 1ramway 
unions as they exist to-day. They were 
acting entirely within their rights in doing 
that. I understand that a number of tram­
way employees in Brisbane signed a paper 
askinq; to be registered under the Common­
wealth law. And that was follo>ved up by a 
number of other men working for the Bris­
bane Tramways Company ·sending down a 
protest. 

The TREASURER: Yes, as soon a's they 
learned what the others had done. 

Mr. HARDACRE: Y Gs, against the regis­
tration. Then the official registrar sends up 
a notice, which is rt'ceived here on the 12th 
of this month, inlorminp: the men that they 
can appear in Melbourne on the 13th-the 
day followinf[-to enter their protest. My 
mvn opinion is that therp must be some mis· 
ta.ke as to the date of that notice. It r,eems 
to me to be absurd to think that a Gov<Wn· 
ment official in Melbomne would send such 
a notice asking them to appear in "Melbourne 
on aJl impossible date. There must be some 

explanation of that. But that does not justify 
the Queensland Government in using public 
funds in order to employ some legal assist­
ance to represent the men in l\felbourne. 
From the arguments used by the Premier it 
seems that this action is being taken by the 
Queensland Government in opposition to the 
Commonwealth law. The excuse of the Pre­
mier was that the wages boards in Queens­
land worked satisfactorily, and it would be 
a w1·ong thing to have the Commonwealth 
law carried out here. His whole argument 
was to the effect that it would be intolerable 
for the Commonwealth law to exist here, and 
that it should not be operative: and, there­
fore, the Government should assist men to 
fight against the law under which registration 
was going to take place. Practically, it is 
such an ad as might lead to civil war, and it 
is a. serious position. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER : The Common­
wealth Act is better than our law. 

Mr. HARDACRE: 'l'herc are two opinions 
as to that. My opinion is that it is better; 
ibut whether it is good or bad, that is no 
justification for the Queensland Government 
using public funds to fight the Commonwealth 
law. That is the most serious a-pect of the 
que·otion. If anything wrong is done by a 
Commonwealth official, it is for the Common­
·weclth Government to take action, and if the 
Commonwearth law is ba-d, it is for the people 
of Australia to alter it. For the Staie Go­
vcrnmenl. to fight the Commonwealth law is 
an act of war; and we might just as well 
expect the Commonwealth Government to use 
its funds to fight some State law which it 
considered \\·as ''ron g. 'l'he ether aspect of 
the matter is not so bad, but it i, bad 
t:'nough. .\.pparently, the Queensland Premier 
has used the public funds to assist non­
unionists against unionists. The ~1inister 
for VI" orks has declared that the wage'S board 
works ntisfactorih- as far as the tramwav 
employ ef"~ .are concerned, but I deny that .• 

The SECRETARY FOR Pt:BLIC \YORKS: Have 
you any proof? 

Mr. HARDACRE: I am going to prove 
it. There was great difiiculh, in the first 
instance, in getting a wages board estal:i­
lished in connection with the tramway em­
ployees. 

The HoME SECRETARY: That is not correct. 

Mr. HARDACRE: The Tramways Com­
pany objected to their employee,; coming 
under a wages board for a long time. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I refused to ratify 
the agreement, and grant<ed them a board. 
That is the whole thing. 

Mr. HARD \ORE: Ultimately the em­
ployees nu~:hag,cd ,to secure a '"' 3:ges board, 
and got an, award fixing a certain rate of 
•.vages; but. immediatelv the decision 1\"as 
p:iven the Tramw·>.ys Company filched away 
to a large extent the benefit of the wage·' 
board's decision by increasing the number 
of hours the men worked per dav, and 
diminishing tho number of honrs they \l'orkod 
per week. The men did not work the full 
week: in some cases they only got five days' 
wages in the wN·k, and practically they got 
no mnro wages after the decision 1vas given 
than before. Tho Premier did not promise 
to assist the fifty men who asked to he 
registered under the Commonwealth law, 
although he offe1·ed to assist the men who 
were protesting against registration. Why 

ll:fr. Hardacre.] 
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should they not be offered assistance as well 
as the other men? \'i;'hv should the Premier 
offer assistance out of· the public funds to 
one side and not to the other? 

Mr. G. P. BARXES: The fiftv men were 
working in the dark; the others acted openly. 

Mr. HARDACRE: In the case of the men 
who protested against registration, an open 
sheet was sent round for them to sign, and 
it was s;gned under intimidation, because if 
they had not s·igned it they would have been 
marked men. 

Nlr. CaTTELL: You have no guarantee for 
that. 

Mr. HARDACRE: I know as a fact that 
it was sent round as an open sheet, and 
they had to sign it openly. They were not 
permitted to take a ballot as to whethe:t; they 
should protest against registration or not. 
Whatever may be the merits or demerits of 
the fifty men who asked for registration, or 
the man who came from another State to 
ask men here to come under the Common­
wealth Act, that is not the question at 

issue. The real issue is tha.t 
[7 p.m.] the ·Government used public funds 

to assist non-union men to fight 
against union men. It is a most reprehen­
sible thing, and I hope every man in this 
Chamber will set his face ag-ainst it and vote 
for the motioJl. 

Mr. McLACHLAN (Fortitude Valley): I 
desire to say a tew words on this question. I 
listened very attentively to the Minister for 
v\ arks, but I do not propose to follow him 
in his long speech, most of which was 
foreign to the subject; but there is one pomt 
which I tried to get in by interjection. The 
hon. gentleman was speaking about the pro­
test sent to Melbourne, a copy of which he 
held in his hand, and he stated that the date 
of the petition was the 28th November. That 
would lead the House to believe that the 
petition practically left Brisbane for Mel­
bourne on the 28th November; but it could 
not have been sent to ::'delbourne on that 
date, because on the n;.ght of the 27th 
November, according to the report in the 
Courier of the 28th, a meeting of protest was 
held, at which meeting it was decided by 
twenty-five out of twentv-seven who were 
prc·sent to enter a protest against the regis­
tration of the Brisbane tramway employees 
as a part of the great federation of tramway 
employees throughout Australia. On the 
28th November the signing of this petition 
b8;l'an, and it is ridiculous for the Minister 
to argue that the whole of the signatures to 
that petition were got in one day. There 
were 231 signatures secured, and I know of 
my own knowledge that quite a number who 
signed the petition were in favour of regis­
tration, but they signed it feeling that it was 
not worth the paper on which it was written 
and knowing that if they refused to si<rn th~ 
petition-which ostensibly was supposed" to be 
got up by the men, but was in effect drafted 
by the Tr:o:mway.s O?mpany themselves-they 
would be liable to d1smissal. That is a fairlv 
strong statement to make, but I know that 
at the meeting at which the protest was 
carried there was one man present who voted 
against the motion for protesting, and the 
next day that !Y'an was dismissed, not because 
he voted agamst the protest resolution, or 
because he had attended the meeting, but 
because some three weeks previously it had 
been alleged that he wag insolent to a pas­
senger on a tramcar. I do not think an" 
hon. member will be of the opinion that th\.s 
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man was dismissed because of something: 
that happened three weeks previously. It was. 
simply because he had the courage to dis­
agree with the protest. With reference to 
the formation of the union, many efforts were 
put forward to form a union amongst th& 
tramway employees in Brisbane, and on each 
occasion intimidation was used by the com. 
pany, with the result that all effort failed. 
One of the speakers at the meeting of pro­
test was Mr. Kerr, and I will quote what he 
said. This is from the Brisbane l.'nuria, and 
I am prepared to vouch for its accuracy 
because it appears in that paper. 

The PREMIER: That is quite a new phase 
for you. 

Mr. McLACHLAN: My experience of 
reporters is that at all times they give a 
fair report of the proceedings that take place 
at meetings; and I am satisfied that this is 
an absolutely fair and correct report of what 
transpired. In the report of what Mr. Kerr 
said, we find this-

Worse than all, if the employees committed 
themselves to the proposed move or allowed them­
selves t<> be committed, they would be guilty of as. 
serious a breach of faith and confidence as would 
be possible under any circumstances, in view of 
the fact that prior to Mr. Badger's departure for 
England they had promised him that during his 
absence they would not enter into any cnmp·wt. by 
jntrigue or otherwise, to upset the present conditions. 

The extract merely proves thot prior to the 
departu'e of Mr. Badger to the o!ri country 
some pressure was broug-ht to bear up.m the m_en 
by giving 1 hem to under<tand that some d1re 
cnn>ertne!lces woulr! result if they formed any 
HRo:ociation during bis absPnce. 

The SECRETARY FOR PURLIC \YoRKS: Are 
you correctly quoting thR po .. ition? 

:Mr. McLACHLAN: I hove quoted I h" wordS 
of one of the speakers &t the l!'eeting- of protest. 

The 8ECRE'fARY FOR PCBLIC \VonKS: That 
does not prove what you say. 

Mr. McLACHLAN: It is rea,on•hl" to sup­
pose t ho.t when "'statement. of that kind is made 
at a public rneeting ~ornething mnst .have h:lp­
penerl, prior to the rlepartnr~ of :VIr. Ban goer for 
tlw old conntry, to 'varrant such a Rta.telnent 
heing n1adP. The only ir,ff'n<>ncP to he drawn is 
that if action of this kind were taken some conee.· 
qnence would follnw which would not be bene­
ficial to the men. This provc·s that <'Very attempt 
whict1 has been made> on behalf of the men to 
organise in this partic.nlar emplnvment has met 
with direot O)Jf'O.<ition from the Tramways Com-

paTh~ SECRETARY >'oR PUBLIC ·wonKS: That is 
not correct,. 

Mr. McLACHLAN: It is absolutely correct. 
I, with other,, at one time joined in endeavour­
ing- to form a tramway union. 

The tsEORETARY ~'OR PeBLIC ·wonKs: Don't 
Jet the cat ont of the bag. 

Mr. McLACHLAN: ·I am proud of the f"ct 
th•t I a·~iRied to form" tramway union; <Uld I 
will bA -:lad to do the 'arne to·niorrow for any 
borlv nf workere. 

The PREMIER: Ynu are trying to block the 
Mines Rfgulation Bill. 

Mr. :WoLACHLAN: No; the only pAreon 
that is reRpcmeible for 1 hP circum•tance., which 
have ariHPll this afternoon i~ t.hA hon. gentleman 
in taking- up the attitude which he took up last 
night in connection with the proposal to spend 
the money of the taxpayers of Queen,Ltnd, and 
in thA direction in which he indicated he in­
tended to spend it. The Premier, in reply to 
the deputation last night, stated that he was. 
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going to assist t.ha~8 men by finding the money to 
pay for counsel in Melbourne because they wera 
not in a p.Jsit.inn to find the money themselves. 
There are 500 men in the employment of the 
Tramways Company, and 231 of this number 
are supposed to have si~ned » petition protest­
ing against the actinn of a certain number o~ ~he 
tramwoy employees who 'igned aPO her pet1twn 
asking for rehistmtion under the Commonwealth 
Arbi~raLit'n Act. lh,Jy230 of them protested, and 
still 1 he majnrity-who, I take ir., were given an 
opportunity of signing the peticion if they so 
desired-if they did not sign it, were >tgreeable 
to allow the registration to go on. Only fifty 
were neces.,ary to sign the application for regis­
tration, and, if it had been 250, they would have 
been got ju.st as ea,ily as the fifty had been 
secared. 

OPPOSITION :MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. McLACHLAN ; The fact remains that 

there was a majority of the men in the omploy 
of the Tramways Company who did not enter 
any protest against the action taken, and otill we 
find the Premier prepared to spend public 
money in providin>( counsel fur men, the majori•y 
of whom did not a'k for the action. The point he 
makes is that they bave. not money to do it for 
themselves. Here is a body of men, who have 
not got a registered union, but an as8ociation--a 
sort of recreation club-in which the: e must be 
some funds. If they cnnld not us" their funds 
to asRist in fighting their case, which 230 of them 
thought should be fought, what should they use 
their funds for? His qnite patent thac these 
230 men were satisfied that they bad not thA 
power to nRe the funds in this direction, and 
still the Premier is prepared to spend the 
taxpayers' money in fighting a b~ttle of non­
union men as against registered unions. The 
Premier, in taking this action, has taken up 
what cannot be regarded as anything but an 
uncomtitutional c .. urse- an illegal ac;. I 
think he has taken up a wrong attitude alto­
gether. For him to argue that the men could 
not get legal advice in Melbourne, if they so 
desired, is so much idle talk. It is well known 
that if a number of men Wt•nt to a reputttble firm 
of solicitors in tbi..;; town, as reprt>sentative.s of a 
large body of men, ;;nd asked them to take up 
tLe caRe, they would do it, It is idle to argue 
that the men had no opportunity of getting legal 
assistance in JYieH:ourne. The attitude taken up 
by tbe Prernier is not Ol1ly uncon:-;thntional, but 
illegal as well; and I am prepared, if a division 
is called, to vote for the motion of the senior 
member for Ipswich. 

1\Ir. BARBER (Buntlabe1'[!): I de-ire to make 
a few re1n:.uks ou this tnutioa. This oePlTIS to be 
one of the po.•itions of which somBone h"" said 
"Fools rush in ·where angels fear to tr£"".td. ~' 

· The PREmER: And that is why Y• u rush in. 
(L~ughter.) 

Mr. BARBER: The Premier, carried away 
with a ~en~e of hi~ own .in1porta.nce, and wit.h 
his vindictivener., to the Commnnwealth Go­
vernment, has se'zed upon this opportunity of 
doing wh:-t~, he cnnsiders a very cotndge.~us act in 
endPa\'0\Jrirg to get one hnme <•n the Common~ 
Wf\'llth Government, EvervonH l<nows what 
has heen the feeling nf the Premier towards 
r.he Commonwealth G .• vernment for a long 
time. I might say that he has reen n.s vicious 
as a native cat ag"inRt the Commonwealth 
Government. J<'or some months p"st there 
has been a movement to bring the whole 
of the tramway employees in the Common­
wealth under one federa•ion. The 1\lini,ter for 
Public Works seems to be astonished that an 
organiser ehould come from New South W al8s to 
Queensland to organiso these men into a union, 
to enable them to amalgamate with the federa-
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ation down South. The same thing has been 
done in ttl! the other centres. Three WBeks ag<> 
anuther organiser proceeded to Adelaide and 
organised the tramwtty employees thue, and 
hardly a month ago an organiser proceeded to 
:Melbourne, aud endeavoured to organise the 
trarnway etnployees into a union there, an opera~ 
tion which was eminently succassful. \Vhen I 
was living down there some twenty years ago it 
was considered-and I may s;;y from what nne can, 
read that company has always ueen a compan)r 
of a most tyrannical character as far as its. 
treatment of 'its employees is concerned. The· 
organiser called on the secretary of that company 
and placed the positwn before him. He stated! 
that the men were being organi,ed and hrought 
)lnder one union. The secretary issned some· 
hundreds of circulars, one to each employee~ 
asking thP men to notify the company if they 
had joined the union, and that in that case they 
could no longer remain members of the union 
connected with that company. In reply to that 
edict., 800 or 900 men enrolled themselves under· 
the ba.nner of the new union. By the time the 
organiser sent in his last report, which appeared 
in the Sydaey Worker some two or three weeks. 
"go, it was estimated that at the end of N ovem­
ber there would be enrolled in that union no less, 
than 1,000 Melbourne men. 

OPPOSITION l\IE~IBERI:l : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. BARBER : The conditions ol'Jtafnfng 
there were alnwst on a par v.ith the tyrannical 
conditions which obtam here in connection 
with this company. \Vhy, two of the employees 
were dioc.har~ed from the Melbourn company 
the other week ! One of them was charged with 
the notorious and outrageous crime that when the 
conductor rang the Lell he looked behind. 
(Opposition laughter.) And I want to say here, 
whether the .Minioter for Public \Yorks knows 
it or not, that there arn a lot of little petty acts 
~f tyranny practi>ed in the Brisbane Tram­
ways C<~mpany. He talks about the smooth 
working of the \Vages Boards Act. The bon_ 
gentleman knows absolutely nothing about it. 
These few men who come to him are the SPrvants. 
of the directcrat.e and spy on their mates ! They 
are the men who are the malcontents in this case~ 
because the majority of the employees working 
at the present t1me are in favour of coming into­
this union. 

The PREMIER: How do' you know that? 

Mr. BARBER: I mix up with the crowd •. 
If the Secretary for Public Works or the· 
Premier would go out and mix with the men 
and gain their confidence-which I am quite 
sure they never will, because the men wuuld. 
not trust them-th, y would snon find out; 
the opinions of these men. The hon. member 
says that since the decision of the wages board: 
was arrived at everything in connection "-dth, 
the Tramwayo Company has worked smoothly. 

The ,SECRliTARY.FOR !'UBLIC \VoRKS: Hear,. 
bear! 

Mr. BARBER: Has it? The hon. gentle­
U1an is simply t xhibitiPg his ignorance when he· 
is making tbat statem~nt. Is he aware of the 
fact that sinee the deci•ion ,,,f that wages board 
has been applied to this c ·mpany, in " dozen 
different W!1ys the;:,e rnen ha.ve beeu 8Crewed ;: 
little privileges have been taken away from 
them, and the whole system bas become more· 
than ever ml.jected to e8pionage worse than it 
was before the decision was applied. 

The PREMIER : Tho,e ar~ merely unsupported: 
statements. 

Mr. BARBER: They are not; and I emphasise 
here that what I am saying is ab,olutely carrect. 
I know what I am talking about. I mix witb 
the crowd, and I know what their opinions are. 

Mr. Barber.} 
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The PRBJllfiER : Yon are making statements 
which you cam, ot prove. 

Mr. BARBER : Will the hon. gentleman 
keep cool? I made a statement the other 
week ·when the \Vorln; Estimates were going 
through which the JYlinister for \Vorks con­
sidered was a most out1ageouR staten1ent. I 

remarked that aR snnn ns these 
[7.30 p.m.] decisions of the wages boards were 

applied to the big indu,triEs, the 
large employers of labour at once engaged 
the best lega.J talent they could to ascertain 
whereby they could get through the provisions 
<{)f the Act. No sooner was the decision of the 
wages board applied to the Tram ways Company 
than the bosses came down to the hard-and-fast 
and tyrannical conditions that exi't in the 
'Tramways Company to·day. 

The PREMIJm: They are still your unsupported 
"statements. 

Mr. BARBER : \Vhat was the object of get­
ting the mPn to lc·ave the Federal union? I will 
read the rules of this union which the men were 
asked to join. They are as follow :-

To obtain legislative enactments, and to take 
steps to obtain compensation for accidents where 
the employees are liable. To prevent illegal stop­
pages of wages to members at the pay offices. To 
provide an allowance for the support of members 
who may be locked out or victin1ised, and to resist 
any unjust regulation connected with their em~ 
ployment. To assist kindred associations that have 
similar objects. To promote industrial peace and 
efficiency by all amicable means, such as concilia­
tion, or the establishment of permanent boards to 
adjust disputes and regulate wages. 

The rules aleo provide that indmtrial agreements 
mmt not be entere'i into unless appro' ed by a 
general meetinr: ora special meeting of the associa­
tion. Those are the rules of the union which the 
Minister says t.his emist'ary \Vas E-ent up frmn 
the South to promulgatA among the people here 
and cause di-content. Th" MinistPr for Works 
wishe;; to makP a tinpot deity of this \Va~;es 
Boards _\ct. l>~)eH the hnn. gentleman think 
th"t beeause the \V,k;es B"ards Ant appliPs to 
different industrie~ in Que,r.shnrl, the workers 
of the Htate have arrived at the gates of Para­
dise? Does he think that there is no p'ssibility of 
their cc~nditiont~ bPing fnrther improved now that 
the provisions of this \Vages Br•:trd~ Act apply 
to th•·m? I onlylriok on thf \Vages Bnmds Act. as 
a palliative, I always preferred tire C)nciliation 
and arbitration court because it deah more 
effectively with large bodies of men that the 
wages board never can deal with. The \Vages 
Boards Act is only a palliative. ThA bon. 
gentleman dila•ed considerably upon this peti­
tion. The junior member for Fortitude Valley 
pointc'l out that it was only necessary for these 
men to "cPre fifty names t.o enable the Brisbane 
Tramways Company men to be f<>derated with 
their brothers connected with the Southern 
union. There has been no trouble in Adelaide. 
The organiser want there and did his work, and 
did it effectively, but Premier Verran did not 
rush in and promise to Rpend the public funds to 
fight the Federal Government on behttlf of these 
men. It is a very easy matter to secure petitions 
Df this sort. If han. members opposite knew 
what it was to "hump bluey" or to do hard slog­
ging work they would know that in thousands of 
{lases where the men have wive• and children 
depending on them to earn a crust for them ttnd 
keep a home for them, that these men out of 
sheer necessitv and forcp; of circurns1 ances are com­
pelled to sign' these petitions. (Hear, hear!) To 
show that these petitions are very easily obtained 
I have only to refer to the fact that when the 
Wages Boards Act was first introduced "e had a 
:petition from the warehouse employees asking 
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that th('y ohould not be brought under the pro­
visions of the IV ages Boards Act, and the 
statements used then can be applied to this case. 

Mr. :VIA~~: \Ve also had a petition from the 
barmaids and barmen asking leave to work 
longer hour"'· 

Mr. BARB:ER: \Vhen snrue of the heads of 
the departments and subdepartments walked 
round with a petitinn, it is a case of stand and 
deliver with a rnstol at the men's beads, and 
they are told to ''Sign, or get." As to 
the date on which the men were asked to 
appear in :Melbourne, and of which a great deal 
has b>en made, I would remind the hon. gentle­
man that a mouth is given in which unions can 
apply to come under the operations of the Act. 
Their rneeting 'vas held sante tirne iu N overn­
ber, and by the time this petition was sent 
down the time h<tcl practically expirecl. Although 
it was intimated t:1 the men in Brisbane that 
their presence would be required in :i\1 elbourne to­
day, it does not at all indicate that the 
bth·iness will be proceeded with straight away. 
As the hon. member for I~swich pointed out, 
in principle there is no difference between the 
establishment of wages boards and courts of 
conciliation and arbitration. The Minister 
knows perfectly well that in practically all cac,es 
when members of the wctges boards are sum­
moned to Brisbane tbe only thing they do on the 
first day they meet is to elect a chairman 
and then adjourn. The ::\Imister was reading 
out in a very careful wcty the details of the 
amounts that were paid to ~Ir. Sutch and others 
in Victoria. I remen1ber on one occat'ion going 
into the hon. gentleman's o!±ice, and I heard him 
reading out a list of :.-:;ales, etc., saying, H Eggs, 
6Jd. a dozen," aud he rt'arl it, with the 8an1e 
pathos, or bathos. aR he read out thn~P auwunts 
this afternoon. (Laughter.) The Mini,l<;r for 
\Vorks said we were endeavouring to burst 
up what was a good union in Bri,bane. (Hear, 
hear.) That simply shov.s tha.t the hon. mem­
ber does not lmrn" t<nything about this lmsinEss, 
becauSE' there is no nnion auwng the n1en. Some 
years ago the men were called tor-ether. They 
mF't at n1idnight and fonned a union. Someone 
epied on them, and the very next morning the 
nan1e of 8\'€l'Y 1nan whn was present. at tbat 
meeting and ..\·ho joined the union waR known to 
the bo-s, and they were given the O]Jtion of 
dropping out of the union or 1<', ving th" etuploy 
of the comnany ,,]together. \V e kno~V very well 
that when 'these men are given the cack thete is 
no reawn given for it. I met a late employee of 
the Tramways Company the othet· night in the 
lobby, and he was tola that his services \\ere 
no longer required, and he had to go. He was 
asked if he had anything to do with the for!lling 
of the union, and he admitted he bad a little to do 
with it. That was quite sufficient evidence as to 
why he got the sack. 

Mr. D. HGNT~R: Do you believe Mr. Stephens 
did that? 

Mr. BARBER: I believe he would do any­
thing. 

Mr. D. Hu~TER: I do not believe he ever did it. 
Mr. BARBER: The hon. member for \Vool­

loongabha has really no ;;ympatby at all for these 
men, and they have less for him. It is a well­
known fact that in the election before last one of 
the officials of the Tramw<>ys Company actually 
went round and C'1nvaesed the houses of the tram 
employee3 for votes for the hrm. member f"r 
\Vuo!lo0ngabba. No wonder that the men h>ke 
up the att1tude towards him that they do ! The 
Minister for Public \Vorks talks about hon. 
members on this side trying to burst up the 
union. I r ad myself the objects of that union, 
and I challenge the hon. member to show that 
there is anytlnng bloodthirsty about them, All 
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that these men seek for is to get a fair deal, 
which the Secretarv tor PL1blic ·works anc1 the 
P1emier are trying to prevtnt then1 from aC'cornM 
pli>hini!'. The Prtmier and the Secretary fur 
.Public \Vork,, with their l'.Irs. Partington mop 
kind of busine~s, will never :-.top these men fron1 
accomplishing the1r wish£:;; to juin tl:e ft-eh·rated 
union. The Premier thinks tt1at he can exert 
great power >end influence in the State, but he hns 
not the [lOwer to stop theBe tuen frPm org-auising 
and becoming a partner in that union. He m>ey 
be a man of C\>n::;iderable tonnage in hi-; own 

·esthnate, but he ha~ not g-ot f-.UtliC'ient tonnRge 
to prevent that union from being formed. What 
is at the back of the whole thing ? 

Mr. HA>~IILTON: Badger. 

Mr. BARBER: The Premier knows as "ell 
.as any man sitting on thi:-; r:.ide the valoe of 
strong organis>;tiun. He 'knew what strong 
·n-rga,nisation n1eant years ago, whton he was con­
nected with this party. He knows its strength 
and its power to-day, but the hon. gentleman 
is simply a poor, weak, humble i1lslrument 
backed up by the great Employers' Union, whose 
object it is to burot up industrial unionism in the 
Commonwealth. 

Mr. NEVITT (Carpentaria): There are three 
issues at stake in this qnestion. The fir,t is the 
-spending of Government mcmey unconstitution­
ally; the second is the >etternpt to destroy 
uniouism ; and the third is the use of public 
money for the purp,se of defending m"n who are 
too mean to sub,cribe money to defend them­
selves. \Vben these men were c tlle<l upon to 
say whether they would become affiliated with 
thiR union-when 231 n1en could no~ n1ustF:r up 
£10 to enable them to be reprc·,,ented by cc•unsel 
-it says very little for the conditions they are 
labouring under, or it show-l that they arA too 
mean to find the money The Secretary ior Public 
\Vorks evidently thought th'3 que~tiun wa~-' too 
hig for him t.> dc~l with, su he ealltd in the 
Premier to assit.;t him, and the Pn1nier 
c Jled in the Altnrnev-General. 1f ever 
then• was a case in the ·history of Qnetn:.iland 
or in the history of unioui;.;m, this is a c.1.:-e in 
which unionism" should cieal wit11 thos.• gentle· 
n1en at tbe next opp( rtunity.. Tlv-" Prtnlivr :-aid 
these tnen had no griev~n.c, s. I h~~ve n )t bt•c-n 
intimately acquainted with mauv of the team­
way emplnyc·es, but I have never he>erd one of 
tht~m St1.v that the cornpaYJy tre::tted rnen in a 
fair and leg-itimate n1ann r. Only the otl,(~r d:ty, 
when th electric light ernployet!3 of thi" cmn­
pany came under the deeision of the w:1ge·' 
board, the manager of the company took away 
their privilegt' tickets. And this is the company 
the :PrerniBr and his satellites >ere upholdinQ" ! 
I heard him interjec'ing two or three time", "It 
·is a bald statemeut," and I a·"ked him t<l make 
inquiry whe•her thi,, is not true. If men would 
not be deprived of thP-ir positioJJR, I C(lnld bring 
them to the bar of the Honse, and get thc·m t' 
;Jtate that what I say is a fact. 

The PREii!IER: It is not for me to disprove 
your statements; it i, for you to prove them. 

Mr. NEVITT: How many times does the 
"hon. gent.leman make statements in this House 
which he does not bring evidence to prove? I 
do not come bene f,>r the purpose of distributing 
a lot of lies broadcMt; I have no intPre"t in this 
matter beycmd the intere•t· of f>tir play between 
man and man. Tinct is all ram after, and tho,t 
is all the members of this party ar•'' after. It is 
a fair and legitim><te thing that we should insist, 
a~ far a~ l-ies in our power, in preventing the 
Governrr;ent from spending- money in an uncon­
stitutional manner. Some tirne ~gn I was pleased 
t.o give my vote jn favour of the Ponr Prisonrrs' 
Defence Bill. If the Premier had relieved these 

men under that Bill, I would have nothing to 
Ray, but these rnen are not eligible to cntrHl under 
it, although the Premier makes t.e1em elie:rble. 
I cannot lind'' wordo strong enough to express 
wh·•.t l feel on this matter-it makes one's 
blood boil when such outrages on public morality 
take !Jlace. The Premier said the gentleman who 
c-tllle fr,Jm J\1elbourne was nn agit:1tor. I l"ay 
that IIJan \Va~ working in the interests of 
humanitv. \Vhen the hon. gu1tleman [Jromi;.ed 
public mone.v to assist those rnen, was he working 
in the interests of humanity? He may '·&V oo, 
but I defy bim to prove it. I say it is working 
agnin"t the best interests of humanity. It is not 
long ago since we had a Bill fqr the protection of 
life and limb, but we c .. uld not get time at our 
disposal for a Bill that would p1event ""riot<s 
accidents to life >end limb, yet the Pnmier can 
find public m mey to defend a lot of "scab" 
unionists. 

The PREMIER : The talk of mem hers opposite 
prevented the Bill from being considered. 

::VIr. NEVITT: The gag was Ytpplied and a 
lot of boodle legisl~tion has gone through since 
then. 

The PRE;riER: \Ve have been waiting for an 
opportunity to bring it forward. 

Mr. NEVITT: \Vehave been waiting for it five 
months, bnt you have kept it in the backg-round 
-yuu had •· utLer fi~h t~> fry," to use your own 
phra,e. \Vlnt harm was that man doing when he 
carne from .:\Ielbourne to try and get these men 
to band thernsel ves together a,.d become afliliatE'd 
with one united body? l fail to see it, and no 
one has 'lLternytPd to Bhow thn.t ther~ i...; anything 
wrong, yet public money is l:H:iilg' ll:·•ed to pn-'­
vent it frnn1 heing- rhnw. Then the Prernr.:r and 
the J.Iini:'i!Pr for \VPrk.;;; :-:aid the HJ.rVP-ter c~~u 
\\aR ''11 all~f(Jur::-; wit.h chi.-,. The ];..,w that nwde 
the J-Iarve::.rer ,~,,'-;("; po..;~iblf" W:t8 pa~~erl by ?~:Jr. 
Dr:>akin and his cnllt><:U.!."Uf:~, and it i;-; LL" ~u:-<e iha~ 
law was ultra /oircs that tbn, .. ,.,~ lULU \\ere forced 
to t:pend rnOilP}' fruw. unirm fnuti<, There ]-4 no 
cnmpari . ..,on ber.weeu tliac en,-~ and t~lis. Then 
the l\linister t:tlks a\.J<.,ut the defence of State 
right·F>. 1 wcruld liketn know v.:},t;H the ~Iini,ter 
for \Yorks bee«me a defender of ~tate ril-(htE. I 
hA.ve hen' a. sp ·ech \Vhich he Ill<A.d::~ wh n he Wa!-l 

anything but a S1 ate r;gbtA defender. He wa-; 
then sitting on the Oppu~itiDn f-:idr, hnd he com­
plained that the Cornrnissionee for Railways was 
not adnlir,i~rering this depa.ttment ln a proper 
manner. He Raid-

His own firm, on the other hand, had received 
on 14th September 225 bags of chaff from A!lora; 
the railway weight was 169 cwt. 0 qr. 7 lb.; the 
actual weight received being 184 cwt. 0 qr. 14 lb. 

Wha1; did they do with the difference? They 
kept it themselves. \Vas that defending State 
rights? Why did the han. gentle11mn, if he was 
an honest,9torekeeper, not return it to the Com­
missioHer? 

The SEORF.TARY FOR PUBLIC \VoRKS: Why did 
you not read the whole of tbi"? 

.:\1r. N:EVITT: That is the ab~olute fact, but 
I will read the whole of it if you like. 

His own firm, on the other hand, had received 
on 14th September 225 bags of chaff from All ora; 
the railway weight was 169 cwt. 0 qr. 7 lb.; the 
actual weight received being 184 cwt. 0 qr. 14 lb. 
Perhaps someone might ask if they had reported 
the fact to the Commissioner for Railways. Well, 
they had not, for the simple reason that they had 
repee>~tedly to pay on shortages, and they thought 
this was only a fair set.off. 

That does not alter the fact. I have non mis· 
quoted the han gentleman, or twisterl what he 
said in any shape. I gave the actual facts. 

The PREMIER : What has it to do with State 
rights? 

Mr. Nevitt.] 
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1\Ir. NEVITT: It has a good deal to do with 
State rights. The difference between 169 cwt. 
and 184 cwt. be!•mgs to the State, or to the 
Commi•sioner for Railways. 

The PREMIER: It has nothing to do with State 
rights. 

Mr. NEVITT: \Vhen yon entrust goods to 
the Commissi<>net· for Hail 'ay~, he is to all 
intents and purposes tbe owner of those !'••ods: 
and if the Minister for \Vorks was such a 
stickler for State right~, he would have returned 
the excesil of that material to the Railway Corn­
missi mer, to whom it belonged. Then the hon. 
gentleman asked, in cunnection with the vi•it of 
the organiser, why he did not go openly and 
organi8e the men. It is a well-known fact that 
if any individual goes to organise the tramway 
employees and ally of those employees take an 
active part in the movement, they get the ,,,ck. 
In times gonP p:;tst the men tried to form a union, 
but those who took an active part in the work 
got the sack. The hon. gentleman went on to 
say that the organiser was a coward, and that 
his not calling a meeting condemned his action 
from the jump. I say that man had the welfare 
of the tramway employPes and their wives and 
families at heart, and that is why he did not 
come into the open and try to get those men 
to form a union. N obndy knows better than 
the Secretary fur Public vVorks that if he or 
any other man triocl to form a union, they 
would get 'ackee] to-morrow, because tbat has 
been the ease in the past, and it i• rea8onable to 
assume that they would do it in the future. I 
do not wish to take up the time of the House 
any further, but. I want to emphasise the facG 
that this money has been spent in an unc.,nstitu­
tional m•nner, and every man who has the wel­
fare of Queensland at heart, and who is in favour 
of a fair deal betwpen man and man, will oppose 
this action of the Government. 

Mr. HAMILTON (Gregorp): It seems there 
is " a conapiracy of silence" anwngst the Go­
vernment •npporters. A couple of :Ministers 
have got up and spoken and the hon. member 
for \Voolloongnbha. Whether the members 
sitting behind the Government endor.e the 
action of the Government it is impos,ible to 
tel!, but if oilence implies consent, they certainly 
do. It seems to me that the Hon. the Premier 
brought down a lot of irrelevant matters 
to obscure the real gravamen of the charge. 
It is not the question of the visit of an 
organiser trying to organi•e the tramway em­
ployees of Brisbane, but of the Government 
spending public money-not to prevent a 
breach of the law, but to as<ist private indi­
viduals in trying to fight industrial unionism. 
The Premier s•id he would step in to interfere 
becau~e the men were too poor to do it them­
selves, and yet the ]\linister for \Vorks stands up 
and says these men were quite sati,fied with 
their position and em0lnrftents. If so, it is not 
the place of the Government to step in. All the 
men had to do was to go to any firm of wlicitors 
for advice. Bver, the men who waited on the 
Premier did not wait on him as members of the 
Tramways A>sociati.m, hut as m'·mbers of the 
Protest Committee. One can hardly think that 
the Premier is the oame individual who in 1891 
was an agitator himself. 'fhe friends the h n. 
gentleman now has behind him were calling the 
hun. gentleman an agitator in 18\Jl. I have yet 
to le«rn that. there i• anything di~creditable in a 
man being an ogitator. No r('form is ever ob­
tainerl without ngitn.tion. The f>.renl( st rnen in 
reform movement~, both political and roconomic, 
have been agitatorH, and some of them have 
sacrificed their lives in their work. The 
very cream of manhood is amongst the men 
whom the bon. gentleman has termed a!'i­
tators. An organioer !J•id by a federate I 
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union of tramway employees came np here 
to organise the tram way employees in Bris­
bane. The shearers unite themselves together, 
and why shonld we not abo have a federation 
of labour a8 far as tramway men and rail way 
men are concerned? The time is not far distant 
when we shall have a wi•ler federation of labonr 
than the federation of the ComnHm'>-ealth. It 
will be the federation of the world, and our 
industrial and econo!rdc movements to-day tendl 
towards bringine( that about. The bon. gentle­
man, when he termed this man an agita' or, did 
him the highest possible compliment he could 
pay. There i" more manhood in one whom he 
calls an agitator than in a thousand of t.he· 
cre11tures who came to him the other night. The 
Premier and the Secretary for Public \Vorks 
interfered before they had any right, to interfere. 
The Government only had the right to step in 
when there is a breach of the law, but there was 
no breach of the law here. 

The PREli!IER : Are you quite sure of that? 
Mr. HAMILTON: I am quite certain that 

there was no breach of the law, and the hou. 
gentleman has not shown that there was any 
breach. Talk about the Tozer regime in 1891 
and 1894! It was not a bit wot·se than thi,;; they 
used Government funds to try nnd down the 
shearers. The Minister is using the jJnblic funds­
in thi" instance to try and prevent a fed•·ration ,,f 
the tramway employees throughout the Com­
monweaith, and he has done an unconstitutional 
thing. It ie a good thing if we have uniform 
conditions brought about in rates of wages and 
conditions of work. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: They 
do not want their wages lowered. 

1\Ir. HAMILTON : There was no talk about 
their wages being lowered. :Fifty of these men 
were quite willing and desirous r,f being nuder· 
the Commonwealth Arbitration Court. \Ve have· 
no proof that there was any trutl1 in the st!ite­
ment made here that a majority of the tr11mway 
employees are against coming under the Com­
monwtalth Arbitration Court. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS : There· 
is any amount of proof. 

Mr. HAJ'IIILTON : I know very well that 
there was a lot of di~satisfaction with their con­
ditions till quite recently. I know that there 
are spies in the camp there, just as in 
any <•ther camp, and some of the men 
have not got souls of their own. 'l'hey 
bave wives and children to think of, and if 
they C·•me out openly they know they will be 
victimi,ed. \Vhen they struck against their­
c•mdition,; a couple of ye::trs ago, before they 
came under the wages board, a lot of them were 
victimised, and every time they have attempted' 
to go in for better conditions some of them have 
been victimise(\ and it has meant the coercion 
of the many. If this action is allo\\ ed to pass 
without pr:1test by the Orposition, "here is it. 
going to >top? If thP Government can use 
public fnnrls in a case hke this, there is no telling 
how far a Government that will do this is pre­
pared to go. I coincide with the motion for the 
adjournment of the House to bring this nncler 
the public notice. vVhen the next election comes. 
ronnd I hnpe the thousands of nnionbts who 
helped to place the bon. gentleman whero he is 
will rem em her his action and that of those who 
are applauding him. 

l\fr. FERRICKS (Bowen) : While I do not 
object to the style in which the Premier received 
the introduction of this motion, I must protest 
ag-ainst the attitude of some of his cnllea.gues on 
the Treasnrv bench, particularly the Minister 
for Public vVorks and the Home Secretary, who 
throughout the course of this debate have pnt on. 
a forced laugh, evi·lently with the intention of 
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creating an impression that the matter is of 
little consrquence. I consider that thi" matter 
is a very serious one, "'"d I am surprised at the 
action of the Secret>trV for Public vV orks in turn­
ing it off into "'light vein. The Premier and his 
·collragues hr,ve evirlently been out to aim a blow 
at industrial unioni~m, with the object of doing 
it some damage. The Premier a~ ked for proof 
of the RS3ertion tha' the majority of the mem­
bers in the Tramwavs Company were in favour 
of affiliation with the Southern branch of the 
Tramways Union, and that proof i" contained in 
the facts which ha,·e been put before us this 
·afternoon. In the Cmwie1·-the official nr;ran ,,f 
the tl-overnment-we are told there are 500 em­
ployees of the Brisbane Tram ways c.,mpany, and 
231 signed the petition protesting against inclusion 
in the Federal Tramways Union. But how many 
did not sign it? The tiJajority of 2G\J did not 
sign it. 2:11 &igned it under intirnid:.tion, and. 
.2G9 braved that intimidation and rlid not sign it, 
Therefore, the majority of the employees 
are in favour of affiliation with their brethren 
in the South. The question of State rights has 
been advanced by the Secretary for Public 
1.V orks, and after he expressed himself in that 
'{)Onnection he gave the whole show entitely away. 
The forced solicitude which the han. gentleman 
showed for the conGerns of the workers, and his 
.stat.ement that it was an attempt to justify State 

rights, shows that his solicitations 
[8 p.m.] only amounted to canting hypocnsy. 

The hon. gentleman would have 
'been better advised had he been much m(,re con­
siderate in hi~ contention. If he had suid that 
the action was taken in the interests of the 
workers, then there would have been some 
justification for the attitude they took up, in 
their own minds at least; but when they say 
they are fighting the battle of l:ltate rights, 
and then shed crocodile tears for the workers, 
it is all sheer bosh. It may go down in 
this Chamber, bnt it will not go down outside. 
The Mini,ter for \Yorks, both in his speech and in 
his interjections. referred to the affiliatio'n of the 
Brisbane men with what he termed a Southern 
union. As a matter of fact, it is not a Southern 
union at all, bnt an Australian union. And that 
Australian union will mature in spite of any 
scheme of opposition that might be ad\anced by 
the Premier and his colleagues. The Govern­
ment and their follower;; in endorsing the action 
of the Premier nre, each and every one of them, 
accepting a brief ft-om 1\ifr. Badger, the mnnager 
of the Bri"bane Tram ways Company. They are 
fighting Badger's battle against the workers of 
Brisbane. I do not think that the people of the 
metropolitan area are too much in love with 
the con1pany or its :manager, becau'-e the 
people of Brisbane t•re bled to t.he extent 
of £90,000 a ye tr by this octopus. The people 
of Brisbane have no wish to go down on their 
knees to this 'rramways Company, and it is sur­
prising to me that members sitting on the other 
side agree to support this monopolistic institu­
tion, which is bleeding the people, not only of 
Brisbane but of Queensland. We have been 
told that the Governwent do not believe in class 
legislation. I believe in class legislation, but 
the class I beliPve in legislating for represents 
nine-tenths of the people, but the class the han. 
gentlemen wish to legislate for is embodied in 
the other one-tenth. At the commencement of 
this session I was a member of a large and 
representative deputation which approached the 
Minister for \Yorks and the Premier and asked 
them if it was their intention to introduce during 
the session a Bill to provide a statutory eight 
hours a day throughout Queensland, and the 
Premier replied to the deputation--

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order! I have 
allowed the bon. member a very considerable 

latitude. He is dPnling now with the whole 
subject of legislation in regard to workers. I 
must ask him to try t.n confine his rernar ks to the 
question before the Hou>e. I nnrlerstand that 
considerable latitude must be allnwed in a ques­
tion of this nature, and I have allowed it, but I 
cannot allow it to he continued to the extent the 
bon. member apparently wiohes to go. 

Mr. FERRTCKS : I was endeavouring to 
point out that if the Government is out in the 
interests of workers and not for State rights, as 
stated by the Minister for \Vol'ks--

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : A reply to a 
remark made by the Minister for Worb with 
regard to State rights will be quite in order, but 
to debate the whole ramifications of St.ate rights 
is entirely out of order. 

Mr. FERRICKS: It has been mentioned 
during the debate, 011 an argulflent led by that 
allN:edly unionistic Aunt t>:1.1ly of member~ op­
posite-the hon. member for Woolloongabba--

The DEPUTY t>PEAKER: Order ! The 
hon. member will have to couch his lan~uage in 
parliamentary terms. I _cannot allow any 
member on either sicle to call any other member 
an Aunt Sally, and I ask the hon. member to 
withdraw it unreservedly. 

Mr. l!'ERRICKS: I withdraw it. I was not 
a ware that I was transgressing at thA time. The 
han. member stated that the conditions of the 
tramway men were superior to the conditions of 
the tranp;vay men in other places, and amongst 
others be named '\Yellington, in New Zealand. 
'l'he aim of the tramway employees' federation is 
to federate the tramway employees of t)le Com­
monwealth. They do not go over to :New Zea­
land at all. I mi«ht mention, for the benefit of 
the hon. member for \Yoolloongabba, that New 
Zealand is not in the Commonwealt.h at all, and 
if he wants to make a c"mp <rison of the condi­
tions of the Brisbane men he ohould confine that 
comparison to the conditions of the men in 
somA Stat.P. of the Commonwealth. But he '':ent 
to New Zealand for a comparison. He might 
just as well hu,·e gone to China, ~ecause the 
Federal Arbitration Act only apphes to the 
Commonwealth, and New Zealand is not in the 
Commonwealth, and the bon. member should 
know that. \Yhen they g<J to this extent 
in an attempt to justify their ground, they are 
put to sorry straits indeed, and t!1ey are pro­
claiming loudly the weakness of their ow_n c::t.u"!'· 
One other matter I would like to mentiOn IS m 
reo-ard to this industri~l agitator who came up to 
B~isbane from the South in the endeavour to 
organise the men in tbe ~ram ways. Con;pany in 
Brisbane. It has been pomted out m this House 
that political agitators are very useful at. times. 
Sometimes, for instance, they are respM:sible for 
sending a man away on a health trip, ~ven 
although that man may afterwards tun~ traitor. 
We bave another kind of nolitical agitator as 
organisers of the People's Pr:,gressi ve League, 
who are nut in the country gettmg £4 a week and 
expenses paid. 

Mr. MANN: .£400 a year. 
Mr. FRRRICKS : The hea:i man gets £400 

a year and expenses paid. Because this indus­
trial organiser came to Brisbane to see these men 
it is thon"ht to be a very wrong thing to do. 
If he had~ gone to Badger or any of his under­
strappers, then he would have nullified his 
efforts. But the action hR took cut the ?;round 
from under the feet of thA sycophants m the 
employ of the Tramways Company who act as 
pimps on their companions. Another J?base of 
this question has b~en adv~n?ed dunng the 
debate, particularly oy the Mmister for yv ork.s, 
and he has instanced the referenda whwh w11l 
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come off early next year. While I do not 
intend to go into the merits or these referenda, I 
would like to point out that unle's these powers 
are enlarged to the Federal Government it 
would be po8'ible for the tramway em­
ployees in Western Australia, South Aus­
tralia, Victoria, New South vV ales, and Queens­
land all to be out on strike at one time. Tbe 
State Governments could refuse to interfere, 
and the Commonwealth would be unable to 
interfere. ThP strikes in each of the Stated 
might be on different grounds, and there might be 
no connection with tbe different cli•putes, and 
the :Federal Government would be powerless to 
interfere. The Federal Government are coming 
before us early next year asking us to give them 
power, not only to embrace tramway employees in 
the d1fferent States, but aho employees ,;ituated 
in lik~ circumstances. But when this federiltion is 
establi.-.hed, the employees who come under it 
will be able to settle all tl:reir differences without 
resorting to strikes and lockouts. Someone on 
the other side made reference to revolutionary 
socialists. In fact, it was the Premier himself 
who made that remark, quite overlooking the 
fact that in the early nineties he was one of that 
brand himself. I would point out that if people 
are badgered and dominated by people in mush.­
room positions they will nut stand it, and if they 
cannot get their way by peaceful met:lOds they 
will do it by drastic methods. It is only neces­
sary to refer to what took place in New South 
Wales some time ago. No one in Queensland 
knew how closelv we were to a revolution at thatJ 
time when the 'Premier of New South \Vales, 
acting under the advice of the capitalibtic coal 
vend, took measures to stop the strike. Our 
State Premier so far nas followed this up by 
attempting to bolster up these non-unionists. 
That is a dangerous cour•e to pursue. It is only 
right that his action sh0uld be brought before 
the people of Queemland, because it is such 
actions as these that lead to drastic methods being 
adopted, and the step from drastic methods to 
civil war is very slight. \Ve have already 
had experience of that in connection with the 
shearers' slrike in Queensland, when the military 
were sent out West to shoot the shearers. \Vhat 
could we expect from the Premier of Qneens­
land if a similar set of circumstances arose to­
morrow? \Ve have had it from the Premier's own 
lips tbat he wonld leg-iron the strtke prisoners. 
He told us that himself. There is only one way 
for peace to be proclaimed, and that is by the 
workers organising. If they are prevented from 
organising-if they are threatened and intimi­
dated and encour»ged to take drastic methods­
it will lead to civil war. I point out, in conclu­
sion, that this principle, if not pulled up now, 
then, as pointed 0ut by the junior member for 
Ipswich, there are unbounded possibilities of 
what might be expected in Quemsl~tnd. There 
is nothing to prevent the Premier, backed by his 
servile followers, taking the money belonging to 
the taxpayers, and using it for political pur­
poses. The Premier is nsing public money, 
without the sanction of Parliament, for unconsti­
tutional purposes. I am very pleased that the 
motion has been moved. I hope that those 
members representing metropolitan constituen­
cies, who are supporting the Government in this 
action, will get their reward as soon as the 
opportunity is given to do so. 

Mr. PAl' NE (Mitchell) : I think the hon. 
member for Ipswich, Mr. Blair, put the matter 
very wisely when he said, "I wonder where thi~ 
thing is going to end." He was referring then 
to ~h~ wrongful expenditure of public money in 
asststmg the tramway men to be represented in 
Melbourne. I think it is a somewhat unwise 
procedure of this Government to use the public 
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money to assist anybody. I listened very care­
fully to the arguments used by the Premier and 
the Minister for \Vorks in defence of their action 
in using this public money, and I never listened 
to a more flimsy or weak argument in defence of 
any action. The Premier said that it was his 
duty to a<si~t any body of men. I wonder where 
the Premier's trade unionprincirles have gone to. 
"\Vhere are those trade union principles that 
h~ used to boast about so much years ago? 
Here we have a body of i)OO tramway employees, 
and thev could not raise £20 or £30 to have 
thermel ves represented in :\1elbourne. I remem­
ber the time when the Premier would turn to 
them and say, "If you have any manhood, put. 
your hands into your own pockets for a little 
money, and sh,,w that yon can be repre·-ented 
from your own body." If it was a borly of men 
in a weak state, it would be"' matter of humanity 
to assist them, belt for the Premier to try to 
niake believe that be was justified in spending 
public money in having the case of thesr. men 
represented in J\Ielhourne is non,ense. There 
is no honesty about it. And the argument 
of the Secretary for Public \Vorks was much 
weaker. It is as plain ,,s a pikestaff that the 
Premier is trying to stop th cse men from 
being converted into one consolidated union. 
J'lio man in the Commonwealth knows better 
than the Chief Secretary the strength of indus­
trial unionism. Reference has been made to 
the stand he took in the early nineties. 'fhe 
union" of Queensland were proud of him, but I 
regret that the Hon. \Villiam Kid«ton should 
get up to-night and refer to an honest organiser 
as an agitator. There was no greater agitator 
in the Commonwealth than the bon. i{entleman 
himself, and he was a very g·ood agitator at that 
time; and it ill becomes the hou. gentleman to 
refer to any otberm11nasan agitator. \Ve know 
very well that all progressive movements in the 
civilised world have been brought about by agita­
tion ; anc1, as fat· as the horny-handed son of toil is 
concerned, we know very well what position he 
would be·in to-day but for the agitation that has 
taken pface in the past. It has been pointed out 
that there was no breach of the law by those fifty 
men in asking to be regi~tered. If there h11d 
been a breach of the State law, I think the 
Premier would have been justified in stepping 
in ; but there has been no breach of the law at 
all, and I want to know where thi; thing is going 
to end. If 230 members of the Australian 
Workers' Union came to the Chief Secretary 
and wanted an advance of some hundreds of 
pounds to see them through a case, would he 
give them the money? The whole thing shows 
that the action of the Government has been 
taken for no other purpose than to stop industrial 
organisation. If those men w11nted someone to 
represent them in 11elbourne, they had only 
to go to the hon. member for Barcoo or the 
hon. member for Ipswich or any legal gentleman 
either in this Ch,rnber or outside. They would 
not have to put up any money, because we 
know very well that their word would be worth 
£20. \Ve are told that the tramway men in 
Brisbane receive good wages and are contented, 
which is not correct. It has been pointed out 
that even the 230 signatures to the petition that 
has been spoken of du not represent a majority 
of the tramway employees, and it would be 
interesting to know if that petition was pre­
sented to every one of the employees. I have 
heard a good deal about agitation to-night, but I 
am not ashamed to rise in my place and eay that 
for a good number of years I have been an 
agitator. The han. member for Gregory referred 
to the troublous ·times in 1891, and to the stand 
which the Chief Secretary took then. I do not 
believe in burning and destroying property, but 
I have been a consistent agita,tor ever since I 
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came to manhood: and, because a man believes 
in the spirit of unionism, it does not follow that 
he is not a respectable citizen. 

The SECRETARY l<'OR PUBLIC \VoRKS: \Vho is 
trying to prove that? 

Mr. PAYNE: The Chief Secretary referred 
to anarchists, and it ill became the bon. gentle­
man to do so. No man in the House should say 
less about industrial ag-itators than the hon. 
gentleman. I could say a good deal about his 
action in connection with industrial organisations 
in the early nineties, but I will not d<' so: The 
Chief Secretary and the Minister for \Vorks, in 
spending the taxpayers' money to assist those 
500 men, are simply degrading them; and I 
never listened to such hypocrisy as fell from 
these two Ministers. If they were in earnest, 
they would have said to these men, "You are 
quite strong enough to look after your own 
affairs and settle the matter between yourselves. 
It is our business to stev in if yon violate the 
law of the land." During the last two sessions 
the Government have done such peculiar things 
that it would be interesting to know where it 
will end. Spertking from " humane point of 
view, I say that the action of the Premier will 
do more to bring those men down to the gutter 
than anything I know of. 

Mr. RYAX (Barcoo): I have much pleasure 
in supporting the motion moved by the han. 
mernl)er for Ipswich, 1\Ir. Maughan, and I think 
that bon. gentleman is to be commended for the 
action he has taken. I cannot think of any thing 
more discreditable on the part of the Govern­
ment than the act of spending pnblic money 
for party purposes. I consider the Government 
have spent public funds to fight the Lt>bour 
party and to fight unionism ; and the pvidence 
of that is to be found in their speeches and in the 
answers which members gave to the deputation 
last night. I will refer to what the :\iinister for 
\Yorks said in answer to the deputation. He 
sai<i-

We have already the necessary machinery, which is 
working satisfactorily; and an outside body comes 
and tries to cause trouble. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC \VORKS: Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. RYAN: 
Surely we have a right to protect the men. It 
shows what is going to happen if this Referenda 
Bill is carried, and things are carried to Mel­
bourne. Pity the community! 

Mr. FoLEY : That is the trouble. 

Mr. RYAN: That i• the trouble. They must 
defeat that referenda; and they muat use the 
public funds to do it. The han. gentleman "aid 
to-night it was a case of fighting for State rights. 
\Vben before this did the Government spend 
money to protect State ri>!hts? Is it not only 
since the Federal Labour party carne into power 
that they have been so anxious about State 
rights? 

Hon. R. PHILP: I fought for State rights 
against ibe Barton Government? 

Mr. LENNOX: Yon did not use the public 
funds. 

Mr. RY A~ : I consider this i~ on<> of the 
most import>tnt motions brought before the 
Hou;;e this ses,ion. 

Han. R. PHILP : It's all bunkum ! 
Mr. RYAN: It ie one that greatly concPrns 

the people of Queensland, and it will clo•ely con­
cern the Government whPn they next meet the 
people-that is, if the res•1lt of thi" motion is not 
to warn them to desist from the course of c•m­
duct they are entering upon. Vve had the 
degrading spectacle of the leader of the Govern· 

ment scorning the base degrees by which he rose. 
\Ve saw him acting traitor to the principles 
which placPd him in his position, t>nd going back 
on the platform he signed, his defection from 
which placed him amongst his present colleagues. 
\Vhat is the position? \Ve have established, 
not by .Mr. FiBher, but by the Barton-Deakin 
party, a court of compnlsory conciliation and 
arbitration-a court established with all due 
regard to State rights. And we have a certain 
number of the employees of the Brisbane Tram-

ways Company-fifty of them-who 
[8.30 p.m.] applied as members of an association 

in a constitutional manner to be 
registered under the provisions of the Act pro­
viding for that court of conciliation and arbi­
tration. That is >til perfec•ly comtitutional. 

Hon. R. PHILP : \Vhat about the other 450 
who do not want io? 

l\Ir. RYAN: I will come to the other 450 
directly. If they did not want to sign to he 
members that is their affair, but they have no 
right to prevent one single man from becoming 
a member of that association. 

Hon. R. PHILP: You say that one man should 
dominate ten. 

Mr. RYA~: No; I do not say one man 
should dominate ten ; but I say that 500 men 
have not the right to say what I shall do or 
whether the<e fifty men ,hall join a union or not. 

The TREASl:RER : The fifty should not domi­
nate the 500 either. 

J'vTr. RYAN : The fifty will nob dominate the 
500. The fifty persons who signed that are bouna 
by that organisation, and the others are not. l 
now come to where the shoe pinche", and it is 
the Act which was pas8ed by the Federal Par­
liament giving preference to unionists. That is 
the whole trouble. The people the Government 
are assisting are not these people who come np 
and say they want to he represented in Mel· 
bourne; it is the Brisbane Tramways Company 
who are interested. These fifty men, six weeks 
ago, at the ins! igation of an organiser who 
c1me from the South, sent in their names to 
thi• as<nciation as desiring to be.-:ome mem­
bers and to become registered under the 
nrovisions of the Commonwealth Arbitration and 
Conciliation Act. \Ve are told that that man 
came up and did not call an open meeting of all 
the employees. If he had taken that proceed­
ing, he wonld have been a great fool, because no 
one knows better than thB bon. gentleman who 
leads the Government-and who I am sorry to 
say is not in his place at prr>.-,ent-the nece~};ity 
fo~ organi<ers in ca~es like this not to let the 
employer know what they are doing, because t~e 
unfurtnnate men who had the c"nrage of their 
convictions to sign on as n1e1nhers would lose 
their positions. Is not that the experience of 
unionism all ovAr Queensland ? 

Mr. LAND : They blacklist them all over the 
country. 

The SECHETARY J;'OR PUBLIC LA)o;DS: That is 
ancient hi,tory-not modern history. 

Mr. RYAN: He ge's fifty men to send in 
their names, and they are all who are concerned. 
An application is made Rix weeks before the 13th 
December, nnd they send down that application. 
'fhese pe"ple who now come, and that we have 
the public funds spent upon, start upon the 28th 
November a petition which no doubt tc•ok some 
days to get the names to it, and got to Melbourne 
very late, witll the result that they got the reply 
back on the 12th. That was a" soon as the 
registrar could do it, and if there l8 anyone 
to blame that they have not had much time it is 
themselves. 

Mr. FoLEY : Does the Minieter know this? 
Mr. Ryan 1 
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Mr. HY AN : Of course, the ~•Iinis•er knew 
all about it; and if the truth is told. this d~pu­
tation was no\ Hrranged by th8 men themselves-­
! suppose it Wi,IS engine"red by the Brisbane 
Tramways Uompany. I nm uniy giving my 
opinion, one which I think is shared tJy a great 
number of members in this House, and a great 
number of people outside this House who happen 
.to be in the kilo w. 

<OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. RYAN : If anyone reads it, they will see 

'that the petition is a t.yrannice,l ace to prevent 
·these fifty men becoming members of this 
.association. It Bets out-

We, the undersigned employees of the Brisbane 
'Tramways Company, Limited, desire to protest 
·~tgainst any proposal to include the Brisbane tram­
way employees in the Australian Tramway Em~ 
;11loyees' Association, or the Australian Federated 
Industrial Organisation of Tramway Workers. 

it is within our knowledge that a minority of 
the Brisbane tramway employees have submitted 
their names as members of the organisation above 
•:ref.erred to--
Those are the important word"-
(registration of which, we understand, is being 
2.pp!ied for), but seeing that such names were 
'Obtained by a personal canvass, that many of the 
:::_Jnployees were not approached in the matter, and 
that there were not any meetings at which those 
<Of us who are opposed to membership could express 
.our views, we, the majority, confidently appeal by 
petition for the Brisbane tramway employees to 
be excluded from any such organisation or associa­
-tion. 
'Who can be excluded? Only the fifty men who 
have signed on, becau•e the others are not mem­
bers of the association at all. These men come 
to get public fun.d" spent to pre,·pnt those fifty 
~nen from becommg members of that association. 

The TREASURER : The award will be binding 
'Upon all parties who are 'ummoJJed. 

Mr. RYAN : This is not a question of award 
:at presPnt, but a question of registration. I 
<draw the attention of the bon. gentleman to a 
:provision in thi' Act-section 60 of the Common­
w-ealth Cnnciliation and Arbitration Act sub-
o;ection (1)- ' 

If it appMrs to the registrRr-
(a) That for any reasons the registration of an 

organisation ought to be canr81Jed. 
there i~ provision for it to be cancelled. This 
Tegistration is not a. final thing at ull. If they 
<e~tn show any vahd reason why registration 
cshould not take place they would be heard even 
subsequent to regifltrn,tion. ~· 

The TREASURER : It would take a long time. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VoRKS: If fifty 

()llly were concerned, why send a notice to the 
-others? 

Mr. RYAN: I will tell the hon. gentleman 
why _notice i~ .sent t? tl?em-lwcanse they ha,·e 
-sent Ill a pet111on objectmg to the registration. 
Any association with fifty bona tide members 
has the right to come in, e\·en if there should be 
10,000 again,t them; and the only question for 
"decision is whether they are bona tide members. 
There is a suggestion contained in this that they 
ar~ not bonaji~e members; and that is the only 
;pomt the registrar can h,ar argument ou if 
these. c~me ~~fore him .in Jliielbourne. I sup­
'])ose 1t 18 dec1ded by th1s timP. H is the only 
reason why these people can come forward. \Ve 
know there are seventy now, because twenty 
names have gone down since. There are a f>ir 
.greater number who wish to sig-n but tbev are 
afraid to sign on account of 'tqe Brisbane 
'Tramways Company. 1 know any amount of 
m":n ~ho were. advised to sign this petition 
o!:>Jectmg to reg1stratwn by Labour men, but 
•nmply because they knew the thing would 
be of no use, and to protect themRel ves and their 
wives and children, they did so. r think 

[.ilir. Ryan. 

the position was put very well by the han. mem­
ber for Leichhardt, when he said that thiH was a 
case of civil war against the :B'ederal Govern­
mi. nt. Here is a perfectly constitutional action 
taken by certain employees of the Brisbane 
Tramways Company, and we have the public 
money brou<>ht in to frustrate them. There is 
no possible ~hance of frustrating them ; but it 
gives us an opportunity of knowing t,, what 
length this Government will go for party purposes. 
I do not think any G•>vernrnent can become 
more daring than to dip their hands in the public 
trea.•nry for their own party purpose<. That is 
what the Government have done. It is part and 
parcel of the policy which, to my mind, they 
have been pursuing lately at the public expense, 
of endeavouring to gain favour at the hands of 
some nf the working classes. There was a state­
ment in the Bri,bme Cow·icr the other day that 
they were going to build home~ fot· the people 
who would be engaged on those railways that 
have be'm passed. 

The SECRETARY JWR PrrBLIC vVORKS: Do you 
object tn them? 

Mr. RYAN: I dn not object to them; but 
they are going to build those house' in order to 
try and bribe those people t.o vote for the 
Government. 

GOVERNMENT ME~IBERS: No, no! 
Mr. RYAN: It is a very good thing to statB 

plainly what we think and what we mean. The 
attitude of the Government reminds me of the 
'l'roj:>n horse. The G1eeks could not take Troy, 
but they made the Trojans a present of a wooden 
horse and gut it inside the wall. Then when the 
army withdrew to the i"land close by, we all 
know what happened. Tl1e suldiers came from 
inside the horse and captured the city. That is 
what this Government is trying to do with the 
labouring men. They are stopping inside this 
wooden horse and endeavouring to get their sup­
port, and then, wh' n they go into power, they 
will rend the working" man. 

The TREASURER: Do you object to their being 
made comfortable? 

Mr. RYAN : I do not obj.ect to them being 
made comfortable; but I do object to these pro­
posnls bPing madE' to gain support. This is all 
part of a p<>licy which is an attempt to keep this 
party in power. They will stop at nothing; and 
they have come to the very lo\ve::;t point when 
they dip their hand down into the public treasury 
for party purposes as they have done on this 
occasion. The ]\Iini,ter for Works says it is 
fortunote that the hand of the C nnmonwealth 
Government was ~hown f::O soon. This wns done 
to draw my attention to the outside interference. 
I challenge the hon. gentlem·m to "ay where the 
Cornmonweal~h GoYernment have acted in this 
matter at alL It is a case pf fifty tramway 
employees in Brisbane using- the machinery of a 
court which wa' established by the bon. ~tentle­
man'~ own party. The Commonwealth G"vern­
rnent have nothing to do with this whatever. I 
would like the hnn. gentleman, by way of inter­
jection, to enlighten me as to where the Com­
monwealth Government are concerned in this 
matter. He is silent; he cannot answer. It is 
quite obvious that th~y ha ,.e not i11terf ered at 
all. It is merely a me of words for party pur­
poses, the same as they are prepared to use the 
public money. 

Mr. HAMILTON: There has been no breach of 
the law. 

Mr. RYAN: Certainly there has l'een no breach 
of tbe law by these fifty men ; there has been a 
strict obseryance of the law. Everythin(( has been 
done constitutionally, and then we are going to 
get counsel briefed in Melbourne who will find 
perhaps that they have no locus standi. '\Vhy 
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"<iid not the Attornev-General tell these men to 
get their own eolicitor? \Yhy should he Rpend 
public money to have their case put forward-a 
section of the community who have no right to 
be heard at all? 

The SECRETARY ~-oR PUBLIC \VORKS : I am 
~fraid you arE' bit very hard. 

Mr. RYAN: I do nnt feel hit verv hard; I 
think the hon. gentleman is hit very "bard. I 
gave him a fair challenge to state whether the 
Connnonwealth Government was interfering, 
.and he was unable to give an answer. I 
ha\'e n.Luch pleasure in again supporting the 
motion. There is one other point which I had 
forgotten-that is, the cnmpari-on of the Har­
·vester p~se. \Vhen the Premi•r was Rpeaking, 
th: Mtmster .for L~nds. was tuggin~ at his coat­
·talls to tell hun to rmg m the Harvester casf·, and 
'he quoted from the Ftderal Hansard in reference 
tv that case. In that case the fight wa" to deter­
mine whether a certain Act of the Common­
wealth Parliament wa< cow•titutional or not. 
That is an entirely different thing- from this. 
It is admitted that the ArbitNtion Act was con­
.stitutional. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: Is it 
·.admitted that money was paid by the Govern­
ment? 
~r. RYAN: Yes, money was placed on the 

:Estunates and ptts>ed by Parlian1ent in the 
·ordinary way. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WoRKS: Only a 
portion of it. 

Mr. RYAN: Of course it was only a portion 
-of 1t, because they only paid a portion of it. If 
they had paid the lot, the lot would have been 
·mentionec. 

The SECRETARY ~-oR PUBLJC \VORKS: It was 
-on the Supplementary Estimates. 

Mr. RYAN : It may have been on the Sup­
plen>entary Estimates, but they took the cnn"ti­
tutionul cours~ of asking the sanctinu of Parlia­
ment to pay that money. (Hear, hear!) And 
Parliament had a r•erfect right to have that 
matter put before it, because it was money ]•aid 
to ascertain the powers of the Commonwealth. 
If something similar to that had heen done in 
this case I would have supported it, but the two 
-cases are quite different. I may say that when 
I read that paragraph in the paper this morning 
I was astonished. I was re·etllv astonished when 
I saw that the Premier c"aici he was goinl! to 
give theBe men any a,,i,tance at all. The 
·Government h>we no right to pa.y the lege] 
expens~s of these men to l e repre8ented in Mel­
bourne, especially when we have b··en told that 
•they ba,·e been living under such c mdit.ions that 
they do not require any conciliation or arbi­

·tration court at all. The arJutllult advanced by 
the _Premier is ridiculous, and I shall 'upport th'e 
1not1on. 

OPPOSITION ;\!EMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
HaN. R. PHILP (Townsville) : What is the 

·occasion of all this noise? 
Mr. LENNON: The Brisbane Tramways Com­

pany. 
RoN. R. PHILP: It seem' that the 

L<tbour party throughout the sPssion have been 
making a very poor fight. They feel that their 
case 1s a pretty bacl one. The HmBe will adjourn 
next week, and their friends will say to them 
Dutside, "\Vhat have you done t.his session? 
You have done nothing." 

Mr. HAMILTON: You will not be able to say 
that. 

Mr. MULLAN: You have done pretty well. 
Mr. RYLAND: You got your little railway. 
RoN. R. PHILP: You got a railway. (Laugh-

rter.) I never got one rail way at all. (Govern-

ment laughter.) The L"'bour party are fighting 
because their triends outside arB Raying, ''You 
arenognodat ftghtin~; you cannot make, a fight at 
all; why don't yon do something?" Th•t ie why 
it 8udrlenly 'truck the hon. member for Ip8wich, 
JHr. JHaughan, to Ray, "Here is a splendid 
onportunity for me to distinguish myself." 
(L~nghter.) If the L"bour party are good at 
anything, they are gocd at cailing "omebody else 
a bad nrnne. 'I' tat is their ~tock in trade: abuse 
the other f0llow. Go for him, he, will not reply. 
He will not deign to reply, so bave a good go at 
him. \Ve had the hnn. member for Bundaberg 
this afternoon graphically describing about a 
man bumping· his "bluey." \Vhy, he never 
humped "b]uey" in hiR hfe! I do not believe 
he ever saw a" blney" in his lift'. (Laughter.) 
\Vhy, tlw,hip he arrived in had 110t done rt)ck­
ing- when the bon. rnember fnr Bunda berg carne 
into this H•mse. (Laughter.) 

1fr. BAH!lE!t : I have been in Australia deven 
yeare, at :wy rate. I wotked my passage out. 
It w,ts not paid for me. 

RoN. R. PHILP: Well, you have done pretty 
well in eleven years. (Laughter.) The bon. 
member for Carpentlaria is in a terrible state, 
and he described these tramway men as ·'scab' 
unionists. I think those men, man for man, are 
just as good as he is. 

GOVERNMENT MEllfBgRs: Hear, hP.<.r! 
Mr. RYAN: What sort of argument is that? 
Mr. LAND (to Mr. Philp) : You do noo care 

whether they are "scabs" or not. 

RoN. R. PHILP: There "re 500 employees of 
the Tramways Company. Fifty of those tram­
way employees want to be affiliated with the 
other unions and 450 do not want it at all. \Vhy 
should fifty men be allowed to sway the destiny 
of 500 men? 

Mr. NEVITT: That is a bald statement. \Vhere 
do you get your figures from? 

HoN. R. PHILP o It is not a bald statement. 
There ,\I'e 500 employees in the Tramways Com­
pany. I travel in the tram~, and I often have a 
talk with the conductor". 

cUr. LAND: They will not tell y<>n anything; 
they know too much for that. (Laughte~.) 

RoN. R. PHILP: I generally talk with them, 
and after the wages board deci,ion one ,,f them 
volunteered the statement to me, "}Ir. Philp, 
we are the best paid tramway men in Australia !" 

Mr. FoLEY : Was it l\1orris? 

HoN. R. PHILP: That was what was told to 
me by one of the men. 

Mr. CoLLINS: What about the profits of the 
Tramways Company? 

RoN. R. PHILP: I do not know anything 
ab<mt the profits, as I aru not a shareholder. 

Mr. HAI\DACHE: In New South \Vales they 
ptty the tmmway men better wages. 

HoK. Jl. PHILP: The tramway men in 
Brisbane aesure me that they are the best paid 
tramway men in Australia. 

l\Ir. NEVITT: 'fhen they ought to be able. to 
pay for their own legal aJvice. (Hear, hear !) 

HoN. R. PHILP: If the Brisbane men are 
the best paid men in Australia, they do not want 
to join the J<'ederal union. They come under 
our own \V ages Boards Act, and they are quite 
sati>fied with that. If these lifty men could 
join the Federal union without bringing in the 
ether 450, it wonld be all right. 

Mr. RYAN: They can do that. 
HoN. R. PHILP : No. The trouble is that 

these fifty can drag in the other 450. 
Mr. RYAN: No. 

Han. R. Philp.] 
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HoK. R. PHILP: Then if that it so, why do 
these 450 men protest against the "ction of the 
fifty men in wanting to join the Federal union? 

Mr. FoLEY: Because the company asked them 
to do so. 

RoN. R. PHILP : I <1tn not in the secrets of 
theTramwMs Company, like my friend the other 
hon. member for Townsville. 

Mr. R·L\K : The company wonlcl be subject to 
the award and would be subject to the penalty. 

Hox. R. PHILP : Then the other 430 men 
will be dragged int.o it. Queensland can settle 
all her own quarrel'. I hope that all our own 

industrial matters will he settled 
1[9 p.m.] by Qtwensland. It is not right 

to dra<r the whole of Australia into 
the industrial matcters of the Shte. 

lYir. H.U!ILTON: The seamen and wharf 
labourers are all federated. 

MR. LENKON: \Vhat about the Pastomlists' 
Union? 

RoN. R. PHILP : I say here that I believe in 
State rights. (Hear, hear!) I think it wonld 
be better for Queemland if she were by herself. 

Mr. LAND: You voted for fpderation. 

RoN. R. PHILP: I did, and I would vote 
again for feder,ttion, bur. I never voted for a 
federation to interfere with State matters. 

Mr. HARDACRE : The question is whether 
State money should be used to fight for these 
men. 

Hox. R. PHILP: It is a fil!ht for trade 
unionh,t;s. 1This is an opportunity to ahnse 
every man in the Chamber who does not fall in 
with their views. 'rhis is regarded as a "plendid 
opportunity for members opposite to stand up 
and abuse these men belonging to the Tramways 
Company. 

:VIr. HAMII.TON : They are non-unionists. 

RoN. R. PHILP: ·whether they are non­
unionists or not I do not care. I employ as 
rnany unionist~ a~ the hon. member for Gr':'gory, 
and more. \Vhen hon. members opposite say 
that this is done for political purpo'e' it shows 
how fallen those gentlemen are. 

:Mr. HAlllii/rox : Yuu could not get men to 
work for you unless they were unioni.,ts. They 
would have to be unionists out there. (Hear, 
hear!) 

Hox. R. PHILP: That is not the question. 
I have never nbj<"cted to a man being a trade 
unionist. A man has a perfect right to do any­
thing he can to better his positi,n. I do not 
object to tbe,e fifty men ~igning the petition to 
bring them intn the }),ederal union f..O long as 
they do not drag in the other 450 with them. 

lYir. HARDACRE: It is not the business of the 
Government to spend public money in helping 
them. 

HoK. R. PHILP : I saw a letter from an 
officer of the Commonwe~lth Govemment-the 
registrar. I understand that this letter was re­
ceived yesterday, and it asked these men to 
appear in Melbourne to-day. 

Mr. LENN0:-1: Thev addressed their petition 
to that Connnonwealth officer. 

RoN. R. PI-IILP : Any common-sense man 
must knnw that these men conld not appear in 
Melbourne to-morrow. I am s"tisfied that no· 
body in this House knows how the tramway 
employees vote-whether they vote for Govern­
ment or Labour. I think that this ca'le is on 
all-fours with the Harvester caoe in :c\lelbourne. 
Mr. Mackay was not paid by the other side, and 
he had to pa.y his own ex:pense,. The men had 
their expenses paid by the Fisher Government. 

[Han. R. Philp. 

I think it is a bad thing to stand by the Fisher­
Government in that matter. Of-course, Fisher 
c1n do no wrong and Kidston c111 do no right. 
That is the argument of ho~. members opposite. 
His nothing but abuse of the Government. 

Mr. NEnT:r: Yon do not kn•}W the Premier· 
as we do. 

HoN. R. PHILP: I knew very little of the 
bon. member for C-trpentarb till he c~me to this 
HouJe. I vmrn him that he wiil bnrst some day 
if he d.>es not look ou~. ( L~n"hr.er.) He goe> 
about in a terrible w 'Y ~·ith h;s blood b·>iling, so 
he had better be careful of himself. I wonder 
that the leader of the Opposition did not star~ 
this mattor. I thought we wo~uld have finished 
it by + o'clock. InsteMl of that the minds of 
members have been inihted by the hon. gentle­
men's supporters, and we have be~n kept go!ng 
until 9 o'clock. I hope that we wtlllu,ep gomg 
now until half-pa•t 10 o'clock. We have wasted 
a whole day. \Ve had a very important mrttter 
in front of ns-the amendments in the ]\fines 
Regulation Bill, that hon. members were calling 
nut for. Hon. members were allowed two day& 
t~ discuss that Bill, but a' they have wasted the 
whole of to-day over this other question we 
onJht to go on with this question until it is time 
to adjourn. 

l\:Ir. COLLINS: It was the action of the Govern­
ment that wa,terl the time. 

RoN. R. PHILP : It would have been quite 
sufficient fnr the mover of the motion to have 
spoken and the leader of the party, and then we· 
could have taken a vote on it.. But no. Here 
was an opportunity not to be lost by members on 
the other side. They had neglected their duty 
before, bnt here was an opportunity to go for 
the Government and call tbem a lot of harsh 
name~. 

l\Ir. HAMILTON: You lost no oppnrtunity of 
going for them when you were over on this 
side. 

RoN. R. PHILP : Abuse is the stock in 
trade of the Labour party. They believe in 
throwinl! mud in the hope that "orne of it will 
stick. That is only part of their g<rne. I can 
honestlv sav that it was never part of my game. 
I have" never abused anyho ·1y. (Opposition 
laurrhter.) I have never descended to the low 
per~onal st»ternents that were made in this 
House this afterno<•n. 

Mr. HARDACRE : This is a matter that might. 
lead to a civil war. 

RoN. R. PHILP : The hon. member for­
Leichhardt may talk to his grandmother about 
civil war. There is no cil'il war here. This is a 
question of State right,. If we a~e going. to 
h"ve war we will have war, but thts IS not gomg 
to bring it. I have always defended State rights 
and I will defend them again. 

::\fr. HARDACRE: If the State Government 
fight against the Commonwealth, would not that 
be civil "ar? 

Hon. R. PHILP: There was no occasion for 
all this abuse this afternoon, but the Labour 
party saw their opportumty of having a go at the 
Government, and that is all they care for. 

The TREASURER: Political fireworks. 
Hon. R. PHILP: I am sorry that men should' 

so far forget themselves a' to call other men 
''scab" unionists. I consicler that these 450 men, 
man for man, are as good as they are every time. 

Mr. NEVlTT: \Vbere do you get your 450 from?" 
There are only 231. 

Hon. R. PHILP: These men are working 
here every day ; they are getting- good wages, and< 
they are entitled to get them. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER: We ail say that. 
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HoN. R. PHILP : Nobody has a right to 
refer to these men in that way, and it would 
serve thfm r1ght to p-et a smack in the face from 
some of those '' scabn unionists. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Ob, oh 1 
:Mr. NEVIT1': You never abuse anybody. 

HoN. R. PHI~P: What right have you to call 
them that.? It IS. evident that we are going to 
have a mght of It, and I think I have given 
me'?bers, opposite eomPthing to reply to. I 
notice the hem. member for Herbert getting 
up to go for me, and I am satisfied that we are 
going to waste the \Vhole evening over nothing 
at all. \Ve have not many Jays left before the 
close of the session. 

Mr. Mt:LLAN: \Ve are in no hurry to adjourn 
next week. 

HoN. R. PHILP: I thir;k most members 
want to adjourn next week. It is hard work to 
come five days a week, hut the1 e is scill a lot of 
work to be done; and I am sorry at the dyinry 
hours of the ses8ion, we should waste a whole day 
as we have done this afternoon. 

Mr. COLLINS (Bw·ke): The hem, member 
for Townsville talked about iufhming :minds ; 
an.d t~en he went on to ;;ay it would be a good 
thmg If some of the members who refc•rred to 
men as "sea bs" were to get a Rlap across the face 
after they left the House. I do not think any 
member un this side has done M much towards 
inflaming men's minds as the hem. gentleman 
has done. I expected the Government was 
going to do something in c,mnection with this 
tramway trouble, because for weeks we have 
had l;ad.ers in the Gourie1• about the tyranny 
of unwmsm. Fnr weelm the Gom·ier has been 
inspired by the Premier to write these articles. 
W ~ ~ave hear? a lot about the tyranny of 
umomsm, and It would be as well if we heard 
something about the tyranny of capitalism as 
represented by the Brisbane Trarnwavs Com· 
pany.. It has been said that this 'compauy 
pays Its employees be,tter than any other tram. 
way company m the Commonwealth. Even if it 
does, it is not saying much for the company 
which makes greflte'r profits than any othe~ 
company. The Premier referred t•> revolu· 
tionary socialists. I am not aware that there 
are any revolutionary socialists in this Home, 
and I may tell the bon. gentleman that revolu­
tionary socialists do not believe in conciliation 
andarbit~ation. They say there should be nothing 
to conciliate or arbitrr,te about and the worker 
is entitled to the whole proclu'ct of his lahonr. 
The Premier does not seem to underetand the 
position. 

rhe PREMIER: i\[uch better than the han. 
gentleman. 

~fr. COLLINS: Then he did not prove that 
thts afternoon. He ought to understand it, 
because at one particular pPriocl he was classed 
as a revolutionary subject; anrl I remember the 
time when the Qneensland Government were 
desirous of arresting the bon. gentleman and 
placing him in pri80n. 

Mr. MURPHY : So t.hev ought. They ought to 
have hanged him. (Laughter.) 

The PREMIER: That is what you have been 
trying to do ever since. (Laughter.) 

Mr. 9~LLINS: But the hon. gentleman 
kept wtthm the pale of the law. At one time 
the han. ge'?tleman wrote poetry ; and I will 
read wmetbmg of what he wrote in connection 
with the railway men. The conditions are 
somewhat similar-
And if you are a railway man, I'd have you for 

to know, 
You've got to ask your gaffer where your sympathies 

should go. 

Your heart, your purse, your conscience to their 
keeping you must bring; 

Why, it's getting even hotter than when Georgfr 
the Fourth was King. 

* ~ * 
W. KIDSTON. 

\Vritten during the great shearers' strike, to be 
sung to the stirring air of "'rhe Wearin' of the­
Green." 
(Loud laug-hter.) I do not know that any 
mernber on thid srde is a. writer of revolu­
tionary poetry such a; I have read. (Laughler.)­
The bon. member for Townsville said, by 
the way of interjection, that one man should 
not dominate ten. The idea of fifty unionists 
dominating 400 is something terrible! It is, 
terrible also to think that for ages past <•ne man 
has been allowed to dominate tens pf thou­
sands. And that is what is done to-day when· 
ever capitalists get the opportunity. 1'hat is why 
we are trying to bring about t,he fedAration 
of the tramway employees. The MiniHter for 
Public \Vorks said this emissary from the South 
went about whispering to the men. \Vhat sort 
nf conditions must exist when any organiser has 
to whisper to the men? If we ,,,nnted any argu­
ment to prove our case, the 11inister for Putlic 
\Vorks proved it up to the hilt by showing that 
the men are ~tfraid to join the union openly tor 
fear they would get the sack. If the,e conditions 
exist, as I believe they do, the Government 
should have come to the re·,cue of the men and 
told the Tran.ways Compa.ny they would not bfl 
allowed to stop their men from forming a union. 
The flay of sectional mdonism is over; and we· 
should seek the federation· of labour not only all 
over the Commonwealth, but throughout the 
world. 

The PREli!IER : The J aps included. 
Mr. COLLINS: Japd included. I am sorry 

that in this country such conditions exist ; and I 
am sorry that the Prt·mier, who at one time 
inspired the electors with that poetry of his, 
should so fall away from the path of virtue, as it 
were-the path of prc,gress-and be ranked 
amongst the mmt reactionary Premiere in the 
world. 0 wing to the existing tyrannical condi. 
tions, we are told that the tramway employees. 
promised Mr. Badger that they would be good 
boys while he was away in London. \Vhat are 
we C•>ming to in Queensland? \Vbere is the 
manhood of these men? I say they should join 
the union. They should stand erectan•1 bA men. 
\Vhen they join this federated union will it mtcan 
the lowering of their standard? Not a bit of it. 
More than likely it will be tbe means of raising 
their standard. I hope that when they go into the 
federation the Federal Arbitration Court will give 
sue~ an award a• will Jessen the profits of the 
company and improve the position of the men. 
It has been said that we have wasted time this 
afternoon, but the Premier is responsible for 
that, because it is owing to his action that this 
party thought it desirable to take actinn. I am 
glad the question has been broug-ht forward, 
because it shows that we have in Queensl;<ni! the 
most tory Government in the Commonwe:tlth. 

Mr. LE:"i'NOX (Herbert!: \Vhen the hon. 
member for Townsville sat down I thought I 
might speak, because the hon. gentleman twitted 
me with not yet havin!)' spoken on this subject. 
I won't take up much time to reply to that state­
ment, except to say thac. my idea is that" good 
general does not do all the fighting himself, and 
there is very little need for me to take the brunt 
nf the fraY. The remarks of the hon. llJembet" 
for Townsville are in a large measure like those 
which have fallen from the Chief Secretary. 
They both spoke about everything except what 
we are really discussing. If the pastoralist 
industry can be federated all over Australia, is. 
there any reason why the tramway men should 

Mr. Lennon.l 
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not be federated over Australia? When they 
try to -;how these fifty tramway men, simply 
becau"e they want to join 11 union for their own 
prote<".ion, dominate the 4!i0, it is perfectly 
.absurd. If fifty men came forward to join the 
People's Progressive League, the mere fact that 
they joined the People's Progressive League 
would uot say they would have any influence on 
450 other men to join them. Fifty is the statutory 
minimum number, and that is all that is reqnired. 
'rhat was the work which the organiser w"s sent 
up to do, and which he did, 11nd there was no 
reason to \Va~te his time with .trying to augment 
that number to 500. The Minister for Lands, in 
reply to the hon. member for Barcoo, said that 

·these men were not in any way intimidated by 
the Tra!flways Company when they were en­
deavonritlg to fprm a union. The Minister for 
Lands tried to make Otlt that the hon. member 
for Barcno was trying to fabricate a case, that 
intimidation was ancient history and not modern 
history, and yet 50 yards away, ,,t the Qtleens­
land Cluh, a first-class steward, who had served 
the club f".ithfully f·Jr three years, was smnmarily 
-dismis-ed because he dared to take action in the 
formation of a stewards' union in Brisbane. 

The SECRE'£ARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : How do 
·you regard the treatment of the men at Adelaide 
'.referred to in the earlier p:ut of the day ? 

Mr. LENNON: I take the word.s of the 
Minieter for W arks, and say it has nothing to do 
with the case. 

The SECRETARY ~'OR PcBLIC LANDS : The 
'intimidation was on the other hand. 

Mr. LENNON: The gravamen of the charge 
is tbat this Government have used public money 
'for the purpose of bolstering np a powerful com­
pany, and preventing that company from being 
in any way injured by having to pay the men 
better wages and give them better conditions. 
It is a matter of public notoriety in Brisbane 
that the'e men are bounced and bullied 11nd 
badgered by the company. The~e men who are 
regarded as pimps-who said that they would 
not do anything during the absence of l\Ir. 
Badger-came along and fnnnd favour with the 
·Chief Secretary, the Attorney-General, and the 
Minister for Public \Vorb, who listened to the 
tale of woe which they told, and provided pubiic 
money to enable them to brief 11 barri>ter to 
-defend their side of the case. If these ~ent\emen 
would turn their attention to some awards which 
have been made in Brisbane btelv-p11rticularly 
in regard t•> the candle-makers, wl1o were awarded 
a miserable pittance of £1 lDs. a W<ek-if they 
wo•1ld try to prevent th"se poor men from being 
trodden down, it would do thc·rn some credit. 
But when they try to protect the Tram ways 
'Company, when called upon to give better wag·es 
and conditions, it is a pitiable exhibition on the 
part of the Government. 

The SECRETARY ~'OU Pl'BLIO LANDS : The 
conditions of these men are better ttJan those of 

-others in the State. 
.Mr. LENNON: I donht it very much. I 

have traYe!led a go:>d deal for the past three 
years on t be tram~ in Bl'isbane, and ft-equently 
heard the tram men speak of the condition" 
under which they were working. No doubt the 
-conditions are bettE'" now than they were two 
years ago, but I have heard the men complain 
of the long hours, the poor pay, and the domin­
aticm of one man. The hon. member for 
Townsville complains of the dnmination of these 
fifty men, but what has the domination of 
Mr. Badger beP-n for the last fifteen years ? I 
-consider that this motion has not been brought 
forward by the senior member for Ipswich, 
as the Hon. the Chief Secreto.ry allege•, for 
the purpose of blocking the Mines Regulation 
Bill. It has been moved for the purpo>e of 

[llfr. Lennon. 

blocking the underground engineerinc: Bill who 
sitH on that side, to show hin1 up t.o the country. 
This is a justifiable motion, and it is mo;t oppor­
tune. It was only this morning that we heard 
th11t this little scheme had been arranged between 
the Premier and the tram way men, and this 
party did not allow one moment to elap<ce before 
bringinl! on the motion, so th«t all the talk that 
this is for the purpose of obstruction is mere idle 
word,. ThA Chief Secretary and the Secretary 
for Public \Votks have tried in every possible way, 
by iutroducing foreign matter, to amnver the 
charge made. The ch11rge is that this Govern­
ment has dipped its hande into the public 
'Treasury to boost up the Brisbane Tramways 
Company. 

OPPOSITION MElllBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. CRAWFORD (Fitzmy) : I think we 

would have been extremely wanting in our 
knowledge of the duties of 11n OppDsition if we 
had allowed this matter to go by without bring­
ing it hefore the IIouse. It involves an infringeM 
ment of the Constitution in regard to the matter 
of dealing with public funds. Jt is a rnattf•r 
which conflicts with the principles of democracy 
which give cause for the exi,tence of tbp. patty 
on this side. I am satisfied that the silence 
which has been so conspicuous on the n' her >ide 
indicates that thPy are anxious to strike a blow 
at unioni<m, and they have seized on this oppor­
tunity, which, I am convinced, is engineered not 
by persons who presented themselves to the 
Premier, but by others far higher in intelligence 
and with greater funds behind them. Tt is quite 
obvious that this action of the Government will 
not have any retarding effect on the g"rowth of 
unionism; on the contrary, it will give a great 
impetus to unionism, and show to those who 
have been apathetic that it is all the more neces­
sary to organise, in order to combat the powers 
arrayed against us, especially when those powers 
are strengthenect by a :Ministry whose members 
are willing to dip their hands into the public 
Treasury in order to assist them. \Ve h:we 
heard a gre11t deal about the compelling of men 
in this matter, and sn on, but that argument is 
"flat, Rtale, and unprofibble." It has been 
bronght up against llR PU every occasion "ve 

began to form a union. I had an 
[9.30 p.m.] identical experience 'orne years ago 

when I, with others, attempte.i to 
form a union in :Mount l\Inrgan. The very men 
who ~re loudest in condemnation of the unions 
are the very first to gather the benefits that 
accrue from those who have had the courage and 
manliness to brave the in timidatinn which is the 
inevitable concomitant of the attitude they take 
n p in forming these unions. One effect will 
be--

The SECRETARY FOU PUBLIC LANDS : To delay 
the passage of the Mines Regulation Bill. This 
is all fireworks. 

Mr. CRA WJi'ORD : I am astonished to hear 
the remarks of Ministers and others who support 
the Ministry, who know that they are dominated 
by one man. Here we have forty men domi­
nated by one man. All silence! They sit 
silent, and allow him to dominate them. They 
allow him t.o dip hi< httnd into the Trensury, and 
they allow him to say that he will make them 
sit down and will not allow thc·m to speak. 
Fancy the inconsistency on their part to talk 
about tyranny when they submit to the domina­
tion of one man as they do ! 

THE SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : The 
tyranny is over there. 

lvir. ORA W:FORD: I am gl11d to see thttt the 
Minister for Lands is somewhat excited, because 
I know that he of all members object; very 
strongly to the domination of this one man. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
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. Mr. MANN : He objects strongly to ir, and he 
1s the only man who doe<. 

Mr. ORA \VFORD: He has not ye~ given 
public utterance to his objection to the dictation 
of one rnan. 

Mr. MAUGHAN : That will come in the recess. 

Mr. ORA WFORD: We can see here that one 
man is dominating nearly fifty memb«rs of this 
House, so let us hear no n1ore about one-man 
doinina~inn, beca•t;3e it emnes with very b·-u] ~race 
and very incomistently from Ministerialists and 
memb"ril over 1 here, who are every day domi­
nated by one man. If members over there are 
goinfi to support the Government in their action, 
they are at the samP time cnmmitting themselves 
to a deliberate attack on unionism. There is no 
getting e>ut of it. This action of the Premier's 
is a~ attack on unionism, and those who are sup­
pnrttng the Premier are al~o attackin~ unioni~m. 
Th~t fact will not be lost sight of by u; whPn the 
t me comes for us to place these matters before 
the people. 

Mr. HARDACRE: The worst thing is that it is 
an attack on the public Treasury. 

Mr. ORA WFORD: I listened attentively to 
the speakero on the other side, and I did not 
hear cme argument which would satisfy one 
rensonable mind that there wao a justification of 
th_e action t~ken by the Premier in interfering 
w1th the ord1nary vrocess of the formation of a 
union. \Vhat just,ification had the Premier in 
arraying himself not on behalf of a union bu" 
against a union, and not on behalf of a body of 
employees bnt only on behalf of a section of 
employees? 

An OPPOSITION ME~!BER: Parasites. 

Mr. ORA WFOHD : I will not say they are 
parasite~, br;c:tns~ I know sonwthiiJg of the 
feelings of men when union~ a e being fqrrned. 
But there was no justification for the Premier 
to interfere at all in this way. Thtl Premier 
could havp told these men to he men. The 
Premier is I1f1t ignorant of unionism. Nn one 
will say that the Premier is ignm·ant of the 
methods that must be pnrsneri in strengthening 
unionism, and he knew perfectly well that the 
rPal mnnly course fur thf'Re n1en to pur~ue was to 
take their own means and communicate with Mel­
bourne and ask for the cetse to be delayed. I 
think that that delay in the hearing of the case 
could have been obtaimd. Tbe Commonwealth 
Arbitr.,tion Court is not in auch a hnrry that it 
would inflict an injustice on men. They dn not 
wish to do that. \Vhat they wish to rio is to hear 
the whole of the cirenmRtances nf the case, and, 
sn far as we know fror:1 the records, the O.•mrnon­
wealth Arbitration Court Jeals ont jnsticr>. If 
justice comes in any court in the Commonwealth 
rt co1nt.s there, bect'l"uBe they in~i::-;t on knt~wing 
•dl the circumstances of the case behrc they 
arrive at a deei,,ion. \Ve well know that when 
unionR start tht>y n1ust be started in '-ecret. The 
Premier himself knowg that. He knows very 
well that a union cannot jurnp into exi~tence 
fully armed, lnlt that they mu,t ~raduaJy l•er­
snade rnen1bers tq joiu the union. Thpre are 
many wayl'l of per~uading men anti pointiug ont 
t:> them the acknowledged lenefits of unions, 
and the men who are must Rg'-linst then1 are t.he 
n1~n who afterwards become the best unionists. 
These men had to be con vir,ced that unions are 
for their benefit, and that is why in many 
localities they are slow in forming unions. I 
must say that the manner in which this union of 
tramway men was formed was not any different 
to the manner in which the unions have been 
formed in other indnstrie~. The agit&tor comes 
along and has a talk with first one man and l ben 

r<nother, ar.d gradually a spirit nf unionism 
spreads arnung~t all the men. Tbe1 e is a desire 
among them to become united, atJd they recognise 
the value of combination for their nwn ben<ofit, and 
protection. It is always a few who are willing 
to cotnbine tngether and agree to put down their 
name". They take the initial sac' itice and the 
inhial ri~k ou then1sPl ves of bringing unions into, 
f'Xi~tcncP, as tht>y kno\V that in titne it mu~t 
grow. I recollEct when I was in New Zen.land 
we started n.nnion there, and eventually brought 
it to the arbitration court. Our first meeting 
was at night \Ve met by stealth in an old 
abandoned brick-kiln, and we bad fur a light a 
candle stuck by its own grease on the top of a. 
brick. There weTe five of us at that first meet­
ing, and we had the satisfaction of seeing that 
1 nion grow nntil 1 here were hundreds of mem­
bers in it. We should not blame the agitator. 
He must come along in a quiet manner, and he 
mu't do his work quietly in view of the intimi­
dation which is practised by employers the world 
over. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: The Ooalminers' Union was 
started under similar C'Onditiuns. 

Mr. ORA \VFORD : We have !l"ot to recog­
nise that the union is not local but Federal. The 
local control is not taken away. There always 
remains sufficient ], cal control to look after the 
welfare of the union, but the unions all through­
out the Commonwealth are becoming Fed~ral. It 
is worth the while of this Ministry to take eome 
]esBons from these unions, v.· hich .are showing a. 
truer Fedpral spiric than any member of this 
Mini; try has ever done. (Hear, hear!) So far as 
wages boards are concerned, I do not intend to 
deal with them, bnt it is not always that caReS 
of grievances come before wagts boards. 1V1ul­
titudes ,,f cas< s ari>e which do r•ot come before 
wages boards at all. There are cases involving 
a reduction ot wage•, and involving the sack, 
which do nnt come b<·fore them at ail. I know 
personally that the tramway men have griev­
ances, becnn"e I ride on the trams every day; 
and I converse with the tramway men. I 
freqnently, like tl:e hon. member fur Towns,iJle, 
talked with these men, aod I leamed a good 
deal from them. I was told that men are called 
up to the tram office and they are dismissed 
arbitrarily, and they are not given the slightest 
reason fur their dismiEsal. Nothing is more 
nnjubt or 1nore arbitrary or more inef]uit­
able to a man than being dismissed without· 
being given HOtne sort of rc-ferer,ce as to the 
manner in which he carried out his services in 
order that he might get employment elsewhere. 
There are ca!'E'H c1f th:-tt S(Jrt in abundance 
where men havH been dismi"1ed by this c.,mpany 
arbitrarily. \Vhen we consider that this com­
pany has bPcome wealthy at the expense of the 
pe(Jple, then to dismhs fr01n their employ men 
who have a good record and who have given 
~teady attPHtion to their worl{-to dismisR theu1 
without giving rertS•ifi~ for so doing is arbitrary 
and unjust conduct. \Vitb re~ard to the men 
who 'V;iitf-d on the Premit-r, I 11111 firndy con­
vincorl that they did not visit the Pn mier of 
their own acc···d, but th<:~t they '"e11t there at 
the dictation of an intt·lligenc& grPatPr than 
their own, and a will power ~wd influence 
greatPr tbn.n their own. Thf'y were tools in the 
h 'nds of ,orne greater pu" er than thewsel ves. 
'J hey have hy their action earned the C•,n'em)Jt 
.,f their fellow-wmker•, and the contempt. of 
those "ho have been engaged in bringing 
unionism to whot it is to-day, by allowing thPm­
selves to be ns• d as teo's by an umeen hand, but 
whose name can easily be gues,ed at. These 
rrwn, far from having succeeded in the attempt 
which they made to break down the cause of 
unionism, have succeedEd in strengthening it, 

Mr. Crawford.~ 
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because they have drawn public attention to the 
evils which exi>t in our midst and "hich have not 
been given public attention to f<>r a considerable 
time, but they are now brought befor~ the public 
in a most public manner in the place wher~ such 
grievancf's should he di,cusserl. I com;ider that 
the action of the Premier in mterfering, not at 
the wish of the weak willed fellows who allowed 
themselves to be made me of, but at the instiga­
tion of the Tramways Company, to speak plainly, 
is interference tba\ is altogether unwarrantable. 
It i.~ unfed era], unconstitutional, and undemo· 
cratic. In drawing- attenti1;n to it we ar0 ouly 
doing our duty, and we will earn the gratitude, 
not only of the men in the movement., but of tbe 
men who before long will he bound in one great 
union in different parts of the C•nnmonwealth : 
and we will Parn the gratitude of all tbo;e who 
love fair play, and all tbo"e who are upholders of 
constitutiona,l princi!Jles. Therefore, I rejoice that 
this motion has been broug-ht forward, for 
reasons which are perfectly satisfactory to every 
reasonable mind. 

Mr. RYLAND (Gympie): I wish to say a 
few words before this goes to a vote. I am 
entirely in favour of the motion, becau-;e the 
Premier ha' Rhown " hostile attitude towards 
,,rganised iabour. \Vhat are tbe real facts of 
the matcer? The workers in connection with 
our train ways in Brisbane want to become 
member,; ot the Australian Commonwealth 
\Yorkers' Union. They a.te orgarus"!d now 
on tra.rJe uninn line-;, and nuw the (Jppurtunity 
has come in the ~hape of nur Curumon~ 
wealth legis:t1tion, bv whic!l w~ can make 
bettE>r condition~, if only taken a·lvancage of, 
for those \Vho corne in a.nd r•c organi~e i \t ith 
their fellow-wm kers in the other ')tate''· 
A certain numher of men rnade a;1piica.tinn to be 
regi;;;tered, a.nd the n~at.ter was to eome on at 
a certain date; but.Rnine perr.: Hltl working fvr the 
Tran1wayr, Cornpa.ny nbj _·c ed, '~1d at-Jpr~J,tt:hf":d 
the Prt:nlier with the view of ~~ ~·tting ni:; a&,.._is­
tance. It lws tmen Fa.id that the rnen set'king 
registration Oo not. reprt>sent the majority of 
employees. Neither do t.he 2:31 repre>"nt the 
majority; yec cbe Premier takeB up their case 
and says he will see that an objection is made in 
Melbourne to the regbtration of t.hese men) and 
that be will find the money. The fifty men 
who want rer{istration are finding their own 
money; they did not go to the Hun. the Premier 
for aRsi:;tance. 'l'huse who are ohjectiug do 
not represent the honest, str~ightforward 
employee:-::, but the "1naster'r-\ HL'll," who 
are always preJ•ared to point on their 
fellow-w<.rkers. The Premier is championing 
their caut->e, and getting connsel to refJresEmt 
them in Melbourne. The Commonwealth Arbi­
tration Act gi Vl-'K opportunities to ern ployees 
throughout the Commonwealth; a.nd that Act, 
in cornmon with our \VagBs Bw1rds A.ct, ,was 
pas,ed on the assnmption ttmt it would he backed 
up by unionism, so that wben it was necessary 
to bring ca,es forward peo[Jle would not have to 
go to the Government for assistance. The 
unions in the various States have done a great 
deal, but they cannot do anything like the 
amount of g•<od to the workers generally that 
can be d•me by moving t<1gether with one step 
right tbruu~;hout the C,nnmonw.\"alth. 'fhe 
Australian unionism is their larger hope, from 
which they may expect gre''ter salvation; and in 
the :Federal Arbitration Court they will get 
better protection than they can hope to get from 
the Stll.te \Vages Boards. It is from that larger 
spirit of unionism that the workers will get 
ht~ting good; and for the Pretnier to cmne along 
''nd put his arm into the 'freasury up to the 
dhow and find money to prevent them from 
joining the Australian union is against t1nything 
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ever done before in this Honse. It is using State 
funds to defe:tt a Commonwe<tlth law. The 
Premier and the Minister for \Vurks said, " If 
'H'B Bllow thi~ to go by unchalleng-ed wh .. t will 
he the £--ffect ?" 1.\.nd they }JOinttd to the t\vn 
laws to be submitted to the people on the 2fith 
April, so as to give the Federal authority more 
power. Unrier the Commonwealth law at pre­
sent the :B'edeml Arbitration Court can decide 
fiR to w2ges and conditions in Brisbane; and the 
::Yiinisters fh,hed the red light, ""d tnld the 
elector.-4 to l11:>ware of giving f>nlarged lJCnver to 
th<" Federal Parlinment. As far as 1 know, the 
workers of Queensland would' prefer t.n get 
nwards from the Federal Arbitration C' <Urt, 
be<':mse there is a better cba11ce of getting justice 
than under a wages board. All thP Premiers in 
Australia will HJt be able to ctefe <t Common­
wealth iaw. They may rai'e objection", and 
they may employ counsel to fight the cause of 
the States, but. the great intelligenc~ of tbe 
industrial world is ag-ainst tbem, as they will 
le<trll on the 2fitb of Ap1il. It bas I el·ll stated 
that this qu<~stion is on aJl-f,urs v.ith the 
I-Iarvesrercase, but it i~ q11ite different. In the 
Harvest~ r ca ... e union funds were used in fi~hting 
a case and getting a deci..-inn uuder }\ dera.l 
law; and it was afterwards considered by 
the Federal Parliament that the unions had 
been doing national work in getting that de­
ci.ion ; and the Yedenl Government urought 
in a r~corrnnendatiou that tht'y shfJnld be re­
coupFd their cosls. Is t.hat wtwt the Premier 
did in connrctinn with ttlls rn·tlter? Did 
the trannv:-1y {""lll]Jloytt'S iiJCUr e.:\}Jt-'lJdi!nre in 
what 1 b:~ Pn-n1ier eowoJidered to be a uational 
wnrk, 1-1nd did he tell tbem lw w~,uld ncom­
rnerJd that 1\u·li<uJJent f-ihould l a.v tLH CIJt->t nnd 
tbnt the rnvney would. be n:funJ.cd tn thH m,··n? 
Tht1t would have been on the same lines as 
1-va;, done in connection 1-vith the Harvest-

er case, but he has not Jone 
[10 p.m.] so. He says, "I will instruct 

counsel to appear for you in Mel­
bourne to-day, and see that, in connection 
with this application for the organisation of 
the tramway workers in Brisbane, these men 
are not allowed to jorn the tramway workers 
of Australia." Mr. Badger would not allow 
them to join a union in Brisbane. He said 
he would not have any union. Some of them 
said, "\Ve will not join the Brisbane union. 
but we will join an Australian union," and 
the Premier comes along- and says, " l\Ir. 
Badger will not allow you to join a Queens­
land union, and I will not allow you to join 
an Australian union." And not only that, 
but he used State funds to do it. He called 
in all the wisdom of the Cabinet to help 
him in what he considers a national ques­
tion; simply to prevent the tramway workers 
from becoming members of the .'l.ustralian 
Tram\\ay "'orkers' Union. In fighting this 
Commonwealth law-and the· State Premier 
is fighting it-there is not a Premier who has 
tried to fight it yet who has not gone down. 
Mr. Wade tried to fight it with regard to 

ire netting. He took the mt1ttcr into his 
own hands and said, "No matter what the 
Commonwealth law is, I am going to have 
things as I think they ought to be." He 
broke open the doors of the Custorn-house. 
which he said once belonged to the Govern­
ment of New South Wales, and should belong 
to it again. He took the goods away, but 
he had to take them back again, as he found 
that the Commonwealth law overrode the 
State law, and we will find the Common­
wealth law will override the State law as 
regards this question. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: Where is he to-clay? 
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Mr. RYLAND: He went down. The Pre­
'mier is going to try to override the Common­
wealth law now by not allowing the tramway 
-employees to join the Australian union; but 
the more he tries to do it the more deter­
mined he will make the electors of Queens­
land and Australia to vote " Yes " at the 
,ooming referendum on the 26th April next. 
The workers in the shearing industry found 
it was better to take advantage of the Com­
momvealth law. The State Premier of Kew 

.South Wales raised all the objection he could, 
and sent telegrams up here to try and pre­
vent them going into the Federal Arbitration 
Court, but that did not prevent the shearers 
of Australia from taking advantage of the 
Act, neither did it prevent the Common­
wealth Arbitration Court giving an increased 
wage of 4s. per 100 sheep. Then th0 vV atcr­
sid_e Union h~ve taken advantage of it. The 
umons, knowmg the advantages which their 
brother toiler has recnived from the Com· 
monwealth Arbitration Court, are deter· 
mined that they will not be deterred from 
taking advantage of this board. T.hev will 
not remain satisfied with the State \vageE 
board, but will join the Australian union. 
and get the advantages of the arbitration 
la'v as passed by the Federal Parliament. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order ! I 
have to draw the hon. member's attention to 
the fact that he has exhausted the time 
allowed by the Sessional Order. 

Mr .. O'SULLIVAN (Kennedy): I regret 
that It was necessary for the Opposition to 
move the .adjournment of the House to call 
the attention of the country to this uneonsti­
tutiopal action on the part of the Govern­
ment. It is astonishing to think that in a 
·country like Queensland, where we have a. 
pure and free democracy, there is ·a Govern­
ment which is going to use the people's 
money for a purpose for which it should not 
tJO used. Here we have a Government which 
is going to dip its hands into the Treasury of 
thn State to forward sectional unionism or 
non-unionism. It was unconstitutional for 
trades unions to use their funds for certain 
purposes, as decided in the Osborne case· 
and if this C'tse was taken to the hi"'hest 
<::ourt of the Empire, I believe it would be 
f~und that the Government had no right to 
divert any funds of the State to the particu­
lar purpose they have in view. I would 
advise members to wat-ch very closelv the 
next Au,ditor-General's report to see 'if he 
will give his assent to the fun:ls of the State 
?eing used for this purpose. If it was wrong­
m the case of a union to divert funds 
towards a particular purpose, then it was 
doubly wrong on the part of the Government 
representing every section of the community 
to devote the funds of the State in the manner 
indicated. The hon. member for 'l'ownsvillc 
asked what was the occasion for all this 
talk? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WoRKS: Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: The Minister says 
"Hear, hear!" It is always the way. The 
wolves and the foxes always want to get at 
the flocks, and when they find out that the 
watchdogs-the members on this side-are 
calling public attention to these things, they 
do not like it. We should be lacking m our 
dutv as ,an Opposition if we did not draw 
attention to this. Those who have had ex­
perience in trade unions know very well that 
the power of monopoly is so great, ·and some 

employers are so unscrupulous, that wen 
have to combine, and use judicious means 
to get men to assist in forming trade unions. 
The Minister for Works said that it was a 
very unmanly thing for an organiser [r-:>m 
the Southern States to come as an emissary, 
and go round to those men. That is ihe 
only course possible in many cases, if men 
who have the interests of their fellow-workers 
at heart are to organise them into any unicn 
whatever. I have been in places where to 
speak of unionism meant the sack imme­
diately. vYhen these men• come along with 
the petition and say they are well treated 
by the Tramways Company, I am Tominded 
of the gentleman who runs the tramway, 
of his overheaTing manner towards the 
men from time to time when they have 
tried to organise a union. There has been 
some talk about men being agitators. Whun 
there is a great wrong done, it is the duty 
of every man who can see clearly the nacd 
of combination to right that wrong by eve1·y 
means in his power within the law. It is 
no use shutting our eyes to the fact that 
there is industrial war in the world. There 
is industrial war undoubtedly. Labour, as 
labour, is combining against capital, as capi­
tal-the one fighting for a greater mea,;ure 
of the results of their industry, and the ether 
-the capitalist-to retain as much as possible 
of the results of labour. And although in­
dustrial war is a terrible thing, still that war 
is to be preferred to slavishn<e's on the part 
of the worker and unscrupulous dictation on 
the part of those who hav<l the power of 
the sack held over the worker. ='!ow, thPSP 
men who have determined to come under the 
Arbitration Act are seeking for justice in a 
peaceable manner. As pointed out by the 
junior member for Gympie, they v.ant to 
come into a wider sphere of brotherhood w 
far as industrial matters are concernc,d. I 
think it is the duty of men who have th:} 
interests of industrial peace at heart to see 
that these men will join together with their 
brother unionists in the South, or whatever 
part of Australia it may be. so as to en,;ure 
under the Commonwealth Arbitration Act in­
dustrial peace throughout the CommonwealH1. 
It has been shown by the hon. member for 
W arrego earlier in this debate that the grpat 
oro-a.nisation with which he is identified has 
se;ured industrial peace throughout Australia.· 

At 10.17 p.m., 

Mr. MULLAX: I beg to draw attention to 
the state of the House. 

Quorum formed. 

Jiir. O'SULLIVAK: The hon. member for 
Warreg·o proved conclusively that those who 
are working in the organis ,, fion he is con­
nected with have found that under the Com­
monwealth Arbitration Act it has b'een very 
beneficial to them, and that is wh~ we wan't 
the tram employees to come under It. In the 
whole of the industry with which the hon. 
member for Y.7 arrego ·is identified, indust"Ial 
peace has been secured, which undoubtedly 
could not have bPcn secured under the Stat 0 s' 
vV ages Boards Acts. I do not wish to delay 
the House. There have been splendid argu­
ments shown whv we should resent the en­
croachment on the part of the Government 
to use the funds of the State to back up any­
thing perta,ining to non-unionism. The fol· 
lowers of the Government are giving them 
permi,·ion to do it, so that when the country 
is next appealed to I hope that we will have 

Mr. O'Sullivan.] 
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a reversion from a Government like this, 
and that true democracy will reign in its 
stead. 

Mr. LAND (Balonne) : I am pleased that 
this motion was moved to give members an 
opportunity of expressing their opinion on 
this subject. My opinion is that the Govern­
ment have made a great blunder. Whether 
they have done it intentionally or not is a 
matter best known to themselves. My 
opinion is that the men who came here to 
get the Premier to assist in endeavouring to 
frustrate the action of those fifty unionists 
did not come of their own free will at all. 
It would be too thin altogether to ask any­
one to believe that. There are fifty men who 
at the instigation of the organiser outside 
have expressed themselves as being desirous 
of joining the federated union. The names 
of these fiftv men were got on the quiet, and 
for a very good reason indeed. If .it had been 
known by the company that these men were 
endeavouring to join a federated union, then 
they would have been discharged, because 
it is ,a well-known fact that the company will 
not allow its employees to form a union. 
That is a well-known fact, and no member 
o£ this House can deny it. If the Premier 
wants to test the feelings of the 500 men in 
the employ of the company, let hi'!l take a 
secret ballot ,as to whether they are 111 favour 
of forming a union or not; and I guarantee 
to the House that the majority of those 500 
men are in favour of joining a union. There 
were 231 names attached to an open sheet 
prote•;ting against the action of the fifty men. 
Any man who has got any sense .at all would 
know that those men y,·ere not game to refuse 
to put their names clown. Over fifty men 
want a union. Their names were got secretly, 
and the other men's names were got because 
they were afraid to refuse. If the Premier 
wants to do anything, why docs he not save 
the bleedin[~ public from being robbed by 
Badger and his Tramways Company? They 
are charging the people double fares, and 
look at the inconve'lience they .put people to 
in the suburbs ~ 

:Mr. ::\IIIUPHY: They charge 6d. to go to 
the races. 

Mr. LAND: The worst feature of the 
whole th'ng is that the Premier is using the 
public money to assist the non-unionists to 
defeat the unionists. Look at the effect such 
an action as that may have! Suppose that 
some trouble arose in connection with thA 
unions in the vV est. Suppose that there was 
a strike, and men were brought from the 
other Stat€s and from other parts of the 
world to take thPir places. There was neTer 
anything like this done in the past. \Vp, 
have heard a lot about the tyranny of 
the worker. I have had a lot of experiencP 
amongst workers, and I would like to ask 
what tyranny can the worker exercise? " 7hat 
·do the unionists want ? They only want to 
try to better their conditions. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: Take 
up to-clay's Obsen•ei· and you will see wha~ 
the unionists are doing down South. 

Mr. LAND: The Observer and the daily 
Press of Brisbane are like the Minister for 
Works and the Premier-they will publish 
anything they like, and . the Ministers will 
say anything they like. So far as tyranny 
goes. the only tyranny that is practised ia 
practised by the employer, ,and it is the 
worst form of tyranny, too. They are the 
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men the senior member for Townsville always. 
champions, and he championed them to-night. 
The hon. member wanted to show that the· 
450 men were being tyrannised by the fifty. 
It is the employer that practises the tyranny. 
I have known the secretaries of the Pastoral 
Union to have black lists circulated, and 
under cover of an envelope. they would de­
prive a man of the opportunity of earnlllg 
his daily bread in the country. Does any­
one know where the unionists can do that? 
Can the Premier quote one case where the 
workers have done that? The workers are 
always powerless and helpless. In late years 
they have become federated, and they are· 
getting more power nov.; .as they go on. It 
is an absolutely wrong tmng ~o spend _Pubhc 
money in the way the Premrer l.S gomg to­
do. 

Mr. J. M. Hux•rER: It is a low-down thing. 

Mr. LAND: It is a bad thing and a blun­
der. Where is it going to end, as the hon. 
member for Ipswich said t<>:day? If a cer­
tain section of the commumty can get the· 
Premier to usc public money to represent 
them in MelbournEr--

Mr. J. :M. HUNTER: And his position. 

Mr. LAND: Is he going to extend it to the· 
rouseabouts and shearers and workers of all 
descriptions when they make a similar appli­
cation? If he is not going to -do it for them, 
why does he single out this particular case 
now? The Premier is using the public money 
of this State for the non-unionists against the· 
unionists. It will not do much good, because 
the people of Australia will see through it. 
I know that the people of this State wil~ not 
"forget it when they are called upon m a 
month or two. 

Mr. FOLEY (TozcnBrille): I would lifm 
to say a word or two on this _matter. I would 
not have risen at all had rt not have been 
for the speech delivered by the senior mem­
ber for Townsville. He ,accused this side of 
going in for abuse, but he went in fe>r more 
abuse than any other speaker to-day._ (Hear, 
hear!) His whole speech ":as .a trrade of 
abuse against members on thrs sr~e. I want 
to say, in as few ":orcls as possrble, that. I 
a"'ree with tho motwn before the House m 
o~clcr to call attention to the action of the 
Government in dealing with this matter 
brought before the Premier last night by two 
representatives of the tramway employees. In 
-dealing with that matter I will point to the· 
statement of the Premier himself. In speak­
ing to the deputation, he is reported to have· 
said-

All these men may be called out at any moment .. 

I think that the Premier wilfully misstated 
the case when he made use of those words. 
The Premier himself, being an old trades 
unionist, must know that the application to 
the Registrar of the Commonwealth Arbitra­
tion Court immediately does .away with the 
posoibility of strikes. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order ! The 
hon. member is not in order in saying that 
the Premier wilfully misstated the case. 

Mr. FOLEY: What I wish to convey is 
that the Premier must have known that when 
a union applies for registration, immediately 
the application is granted that union must 
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cease from striking, because one of the funda­
mental principles of arbitration is to do away 
with strikes and lockouts. The 1linister for 
Works says it is the duty of the Govern-

ment to protect the workers, and 
[10.30 p.m.] he gives that as a reason why 

the Government should tprovide 
money for legal assistance in this matter. If 
fifty of the men had made it known tha.t 
the-y wished to register, and the tramway 
company objected, and the men had gone to 
the Minister, would public money have been 
used to enable them to get registration? I 
think I can answer the question in the neKa­
tive; and I uan only come to the conclusion 
that the object was to protect the tramway 
company against the po,ssibility of l1aving 
their men registered in the Tramway Em­
ployees' Association of Australia. A good 
deal has been said about only fifty men hav· 
ing signed the petition for registration; Lut 
it was only necessary for the organiser to 
get fifty names. I take it that he got the 
first fifty he asked, and there was no need 
for him to go further; so the argument that 
fifty want to dominate 450 falls to the ground. 
As a matter of fact, I may mention that my 
attention was called to this matter when I 
was going home to dinner. Like the Pre­
mier, I did not read the Courier this morn­
ing, and I was not aware that anything had 
taken place. My attention was called to the 
matter by one of the tramway employee,, 
who told me that they protested against the 
Government interfering with their businoosa. 

OPPOSITION :!YIEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

:Yir. :FOLI~Y: And he told me that their 
secretary, immediately they found out what 
the Premier had done, wired to Melbourne 
instructing a tarrister to insrst on the regis­
tration. So the Premier has not got the 
thanks even of the tramway employees. If 
they become enrolled in the Federal Tran1· 
11 ay Employees' ),_ssociation, they will have a 
better chance of getting their grievances 
rig·hted than by Mr. Badger at a conference 
with the men. 'I'he Premier, who has been 
a working man, should know that when u, 
conference takes place between employN·s 
tand employees, it is a bold employe,, ·who 
will stand up and insist on grievances bemf" 
l'If,hted and justice dono. The very fact of 
his doing so would be the si!Snal for him to 
be a marked man-an undesrrable person to 
have in the employ of the company. These 
are thinga that are done; and no reasons are 
given for di;;pensing with a man's services in 
such a case. I have gone through the mill 
myself, and I know what I am talking about. 
'I'he Premior knows it also; but, unfortu­
nately, since he wrote the ver.ses from wh ;eh 
the han. member for Burke quoted, his 
opinions have changed considerablv. At tl1at 
time th~ people with whom he i~ now a, so­
ciated would have jumped on him as an 
agitator. I do not wish to speak at let1gth 
on this que.stion, which has already been 
ably dealt with by others; I only wish to adc:l 
my .Protest against the Government using 
publtc money as they have done in this 
case. The Government have no right to use 
public money for any purpose unless auth·:>­
rised by Parliament; and the sanction of 
Parliament was never asked for the expendi­
ture of this money. Nothing has been said 
on the other side to justify this expenditure, 
and I hope the people outside will resent the 
action of the Government when the oppor­
tunity arises. 

1910-SH 

Question-That this House do now adjnurn 
(Mr. Maughan's motion)-put; and the House 
divided:-

AYES, 26. 
::IIr. Barber Jlfr. ~Iann 

Blair , linnghan 
Bres'in , May 
Collins ,. 1fnlcahy 

, Coyne Mullan 
Crawford , )lurpliy 
Ferricks 3.fciP.chlan 

, Foley , Nevitt 
Hamilton .. O'Sullivan 
Hardacre Pavne 
Hunter,J. :\f. , Ryan 
Land , Ryland 
Lennon , "\V1nstanley 

Tellers: Mr. Crawford and :lit•. "evitt. 

llfr.Allan 
,, Appel 

NOES, 35. 

, Burnes, G. P. 
, Barnes, ·w. H. 

Booker 
Bouchard 
Brennan 

, Fridges 
Corser 
Cot tell 
0ribb 
Denham 
Forrest 

, Fors.yth 
Grant 

,, Dra;p;on 
Gunn 
Hawthot·n 

Mr. Hodge 
" Hunter, D. 
, Keogh 
,, Kidston 
, ~1acarLney 
, Morgan 
,, l,aget 
, Petrie 
, Philp 

Rankin 
Somerset 

, Swayne 
., Thorn 
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Tel'ers: Ur. Cattell and Thfr. Walker. 

PAIRS. 

Aye-~fr. Lesina. Ko-:IIr. Fox. 
Hesol ved in the negative. 

RABBIT BOARDS ACTS CO~I'I:'iUATION 
BILL. 

INITIATION ANIJ FIRST R~JADIXG. 

On the motion of the SEORETAltY :FOR 
PUBL(O LAXUS, this B1ll, whic", bad been 
initiated in Committee, was real a first time, 
and the secoad readinc5 made air Order of the 
Day for to. morrow. 

_\DJOURNl\IE~T. 

The PRE:\HER: I beg to move that the 
House do now a~journ. As there se,nns to be 
an objection on the other sid~ of the House to 
discuss the :\linH Hegolati"n Bill, we will put it 
down to the foot of the paper. The fir,t bminz'So 
to. morrow will be theN ative At,inw.ls Protection 
Act ArnPndment Bill. 

Mr. LEi'\i'\0~: I did not hear wh<t the 
hon. gen tlemnn said about the b tsines< for to­
morrow. 

'l'he PRE\IIER: The bu;ine~• will be as on 
.the bnsiness·]Hper to·day, startin<r with No. 
3-the Native Animals Protection Bill. 

Mr. MURPHY : Before thP H,,nse arljourns, 
I hope the Premier will reconsirler that. As far 
as I aw concernerl about the proposal to put the 
Mines Reguhttion Bill at the b"ttom of the 
paper, if other members of the House feel as I 
do, he won't get any of his other Bills through 
before Christmas. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Helr, hear ! 
Question put and passed. 

'rhe House adjourned at ten minutes to 11 
o'clock. 

Mr. Murphy.] 




