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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

TcESDAY, 6 DECEMBER, 1910. 

The DEPcTY SPEAKER rw. D. Armstrong, 
Esq., Lockyer) took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

QUESTIOXS. 
JvsTrCE AT Hc:GHEXDEN. 

::l-lr. :Y1AY (Flimlus) asked the Chief Sec­
retary, for the Attorncy·Gencral-

1. Has his attention bEJ_n drawn to a par.-~graph 
in the Hughenden Observer of 26th Xovember last, 
in which a solicitor namEd Marsland, of Charters 
Towers, in his address to the jury in a recent 
case held at Townsville, made use of the following 
words:~" \Vhat justice could be got in a trumpery 
place like llughenden ?" 

2. ~is the above statement is a refl.e~tion on the 
town, police magistrate, and justiePS of the peace 
of Hughenden, will he cause inquiry to De made 
regarding the truth of the statement? 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Kidston, Rock­
hampton) replied-

1. Yes; by the hon. gen tlcman. 
2. The department has no power to take cog~ 

ni;;.ance of a statement of this kind made by 
counsel or solicitor when conclucting a case. 
Besides the han. gentleman "Xo one will be one 
penny the worse." 

RAILWAY REVENVE, HuGHENDEN TO \VrNTON,t 
AND CHARLEVILLE To Cc:xNAMVLLA. 

::\Ir. ALLAN (Brisbane South) asked the 
Secretary for Railways-

Whether he can lay before the Rouse particulars 
of the actual revenue, for the year ended 30th 
June 1910, received from the two sections of the 
rail~ays, Hughenden _to \Vinton and Charleville 
to Cunnamulla, includlng-

(a) The revenue fr01n passen_gers directly re­
c~ived on all tickf'ts iesmed between the 
points named and all stations between, but 
not including tickets for points beyond; 

(b) The proportion of revenue which might be 
credited on all tickets, single or return, 
which were issued from stations beyond 
these points to stations _in the section, ~nd 
t.'i:-'e ~·ersti. Through twkets from pmnta 
east of Hughende11 and Charleville, and 
terminating at these towns, not to be 
included; 

(c) The estimated revenue on all goods and 
parcels traffic, outwards and inwards, be~ 
longing to these sections, worked out on 
the same basis as the passeng~r traffic ? 

Tho SECRETARY FOR RAILIYAYS 
(Hon. VI'. T. Pag-et, Jf!Jckay) replied-

The information asked for iB not provided in the 
traffic revenue tables, and to obtain it will ~nvolve 
vcrv considerable labour and expense. A fair com~ 
padsoll of the two lines can be made 'fron1 the 
following:-

g ~g I g~ 
~ ~0' I ~~ 

~~ I §~ I ~-~ 
~ ~~ I a;8 

Sections. 

E-< I P'i P'i 
-------cl -----:~--~--

£ I £ 1 s. d. Charleville to Cunnamnlla-
1907·1908. 
1908-190~ .. . 
1909-1910 .. . 

Hughen den to Winton-
1907·1908 .. . 
1908-1909 .. . 
1909-1910 .. . 

14,095 I 116 I s 4~ 
13.523 I 112 7 2 
16,525 

1 

136 I 6 s' 

19 2791 147 110 7~ 
17)00 130 11 4t 
19,537 1 119 9 4t 

H on. W. T. Paget.j 
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SPECIAL TRAIK, DALBY TO ToowOO}IBA. 

:\h. G. P. BARKES (Wancick), for Mr. 
::'v1organ, 11sked the Secretary for Rail·ways-

1. At vvhose request was it agrN l to run a 
special train from Dalby to Toowoomba on \.Yt>d~ 
nesday, 30th November? 

2. \Yas same guaranteed? 
3. 'Vhat was the num_ber of passengers that tra~ 

velled by train, and the revenue de-rived? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\YAYS 
rcplied-

1. The Toowoomba Cricket Association. 
2. 1\o. 
3. Eighty-two passPngers; receipts, £.20 19s. 5d. 

l::\SANI1'ARY STATE OF SLEEPI~G CARS. 

Mr. BLAIR (Ipswich), for ::Ylr. Lesina, 
asked the Secretary for Railways-

Is he aware that the old sleeping-cars running 
between Brisbane, Hockhampto~, and Longreach 
are in a most insanitary state, being infested by 
bugs (Cimex lectularius), which get into travellers' 
luggage? 

Tho SECRETARY FOR RAIL\VAYS 
replied-

For the information of the hon. member, I have 
to inform him that I am not a\vare from personal 
experience of the presence of Ci-mex lectularius in 

·certa-in railway cars, but ain causing inquiries to 
l]e made. It is well known to railway officers, 
hovnver, that bugs are taken into carriages by 
passengers. As soon as bugs are di ~,covered, the 
upholst~ring is removed and the pest thoroughly 
£radkatf'd. · 

GREAT WESTERX RAILWAY BILL. 
COMMITTEE. 

Clause 1 put and passed. 
On clause 2-" Const:rud:ion of Great 

V.'estern Railway approved"-

::Wr. MVRPHY (Croydon) moved the in­
sertion, after "Raihvay," on line 8, of "by 
the day-labour system." The clause would 
then read-

The construction. of the Great \Yestern Ra1Ivray 
by the day*labour system rs hereby approved--

etc. He thought that it was very desirable 
that we should, in connection wilt:h this ex­
penditure of £4,500,000, insist that there 
should be no departure from the system of 
c~nstruction of railways by day labour. 
Smce that system had been in'troduced into 
Queensland it had been verv satisfactorv. 
They had h.eard of no scandal, no big arbi­
tration cases, and no \Va,lte of public monev 
in big law ·cases between the Government ·and 
tho contractors, and he would like the assur­
ance-he would like i' stated very distinctly 
-that the Groat Western Railway would be 
constructed by the day-labour svstem. · The 
position which had be'on taken up bv some 
members of the Government side on .the 
second reading was that it was verv desirable 
that the old contract system should be rein­
troduced; and they had it by interjection 
from members of the Cabinet thait, it was 
proposed to call tenders for tho construction 
of some of these railwavs. He thought it 
would be a great mistake to depart from a 

·system which had been so succesoful. Take 
the case of tho Cairns Railway. We km·•v 
what that cost the countl"- in legal exnenses 
between tho Govf'rnment and the cont;:wtor. 
It was a veri table scandal. The counitry 
was really "rooked" in oonnection with th'e 
const.ruction of that railwav. It would be 
'libsurd for the House to ag;ee to the expen· 

[llfr. Mnrphy. 

diture of £4,500,000 without laying· it down 
very clearly that this railway was to be ]On­
structod on the day-labour system. If they 
were going in for. a big financial drunk, they 
should se,.• that those who wore going to 
build the railways were fairly treated. The 
expenditure of money in railway construe· 
tion would mean an increase in the value o£ 
land, and we wanted to make things better 
for th0-e who built the railways. If we were 
going to go back to thP old contract system, 
we should have the days of the ganger 
standing over the railway gang, and a1busing 
the workn::en, telling them that they must 
dig the Fhm el righ't in, up to the maker's 
nanw, and that thev must kcrp t.heir backs 
bent. He knew men in this House who had 
worked on railway construction in the old 
days, who had to].d him that they never. had 
time to go for a drink of water. \Vhen they 
became thirsty thcv had to sing out for 
'vater, and the cor!tractor wDuld not give 
them time for a smoke. That was not likely 
to come abowt in Queensland again, because 
the men were too well organised, and they 
were better prepared to-day than at any 
previous time in the history of Australia to 
fight for their rights. But that was no reason 
why, when member·, were considering ·a big 
proposal like this, and when they wer~ in a 
poFit.ion by their vote' to make it ver:: clear 
that tho work would be consi.i-ucted on the 
day-kbour system, lthey should not take this 
opportunity of having· it inserted in the Bill. 
He therefore moved the amendment. 

Mr. MULCAHY (Gympie) was very pleased 
that this amendment had been moved. \Vhen 
speak\ng on the second reading of the Btll 
he had called attention to thi:J matter. He 
had had a long experience in connection with 
railway works, and if we went back ·:o the 
old contract system it would be a \"ery bad 
thing for the men engaged on the railway, 
and it would be worse for the GovPrnment 
of Que~nsland and the taxpayers g.enerally. 
He wei! remembered the construocwn of a 
tunnel on the line from \Varwick to Shn­
thorpe. The contract was let to a sub·r rm­
tractor who made a failure of it, and t}re 
men w~re "rooked" and cheated out of their 
money. It was not a matter of hearsay, 
becat1se ho wa' there, and saw what had hap­
pened. Of course, he knew that if <tho men 
had complained t.o the Minister •that they 
would have got their money, but men got 
tired of waiting about for their money, and 
cleared out and the result was thwt the cori­
tra,ctor " b~gged" the lot, and ad dod it on to 
.the profit of his contract. Then, with regard 
·to the material which the contractors put in, 
.thr: Government had to keep a host of in· 
specters and supervisors to watch them the 
whole time-far more than they would have 
to do if the work were carried out by day 
labour. The ma•terial ttsed by contractors 
was inferior ·especially in culverts and 
bridge work.' In every vvay it was infinit,0ly 
better for the taxpayers to have the con­
struction of their railways carrie;:! out by 
dav labour .. He knew that •the pres0nt G.o­
vcrnment had wished for some time to go in 
for the contract svstem of building rail ways. 
It placed something in their ha!c~ds. w,ith 
which they could placate some of •thmr tal­
lowers by giving them a sop. They gave the 
railway contractors a sop in that way, an<:! 
exoected to receive their support when there 
was an election. He hoped the Labour party 
would put up a determined fight for the 
work to be carried out on the day-labour 
principle. It was a sound principle; the 
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experience of the past had proved that it 
worked all right, and as the mover of the 
amendment, Mr. Murphy, said, it would 
mean that there would be no Etigation. 
They knew what litigation there had been in 
the past in connection with tho work done 
under the contract svstem. H was not the 
contract which •the • contractor made his 
money out of, but the "extras," for which 
he could charge almost what he lik~d If 
the Government had no desire to depart 
from tho day-labour principle, there would 
be no difficulty about the amendment being 
accepted. He woul::l like to see it carriNl. 

Mr. LENNON (Herbert) was strongly. in 
favour of the amendment, and it w 'tS his 
intention to haYe moved a similar amend­
ment later on. 

Mr. Mt!RPHY: This is the better place to 
move it. 

Mr. LE:'-!N0:'-1: He saw that, and com­
mended the hon. member for moving it. 
They had an ample opportunity vf compar· 
ing the day-labour system with the contract 
system. He remembered that the tramway 
from Townsville to Avr was carried out 
some years ago under the day-labour prin­
ciple under .the supervision of Mr. Minehan; 
and it was found that it cost £26,c:JO less 
than the estimated cost of •the job. That 
was the introduction of tho d;J.y-labonr 
system in the State, as ever since then all 
the railways in Queensland had been carried 
out under •the day-labour principle. They 
wanted no further evidence t.han that to 
prove that the contract system could not com· 
pete with the day-labour system. In the 
ease of a contract there had to be GoYern· 
ment supervision, and the Government had 
to employ supervisors, engineers, time~ 
keepers, and a double staff of highly-paid 
men, while under the day-labour system only 
one staff was necessary. The Government. 
•:alked about the cost of material increasing, 
hut if the cost of material increased, he could 
a,.•,ure them that the cost of living had also 
increased, and that did not justify the Go­
vernment from departing from the principle 
of constructing the railways by day labour. 
He hoped the Government would not return 
to the contract system. Ho reminded the 
Committee that, in the construction of the 
line from Ca.irns to :.\Iareeba mam· years ago, 
millions of tons of earth were remoYed Lby 
landslips from tlw mountain, and the con­
tractor, Mr. Robb, was paid for it as 
" extras" without incurring one pennv of 
cost in removing it. u 

Tho PRE~IIER: You mentioned that several 
tirnes before, didn't you? 

Mr. LEN:'i"0:'-1: It was quito )1ossible that 
lw had, but it would bear repeating. (Hear, 
hear!) It could not be mentioned too often. 
He wanted to instil it into the minds of hon. 
gentlemen oppo"ite, and hoped they would 
not depart from the day-labour sy•,tem at all. 

Mr. RYLAND (Gympie) hoped the Minister 
would accept the amendment and carry out 
the work under the day-labour principle. 
The work could be con·· tructed a good deal 
cheaper under that principle than under the 
contract system, and it was done better. It 
had come under his observation the way con­
tractors carried out the concrete and bridg-e 
work. The Government engineer was in 
charge of the job, supenising it, but the con­
tractor watche.d the Government man all the 
time so as to put in cheap material. He re­
membered, in the case of the construction of 

the railway from Maryborough to Gympic, 
that the piles for a bridge were measured, put 
in, and passed -by the @overnment inspector, 
and as soon as the GoYernment inspector's 
back was turned those piles were taken 
out and 7 or 8 feet, and in one case 15 feet, 
was sawn off the end of the piles, which were· 
put into the ground again, and the Govern­
ment were charged the full price for them. 
The result was that some of those bridges 
had to be taken up and rebuilt. It was the 
" extras " that enabled the private contractor 
to make money, because he could make the 
Government pay practically anything he liked. 
Although the construction of the railways 
under the Government control was not as 
satisfactory as it should be, because the Go­
vernment did not give the men better condi­
tions, still it was better than the priYate con­
tract work, as the contractor only looked to 
make thousandg out of it. They were enter­
ing on a bold policy of railway construction,. 
and it was only fair that it should be carried 
out by the State under the supervision of the 
Government engineers. There was a sus-~ 
picion that the Government were departing 
from that excellent sytem and going in for 
the contract system. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The sus­
picion exists only in your own mind. 

Mr. RYLA="JD: They heard a lot of talk 
about it in the streets and elsewhere. They 
were told that the contractor would be given a 
big contract, so that he would be able to go 
in for a big plant and would be able to recoup 
himsel£ for the expenditure on his plant. 
The Government were not making the change 
just to give it a tria.! and see which method 
waS' the cheaper one, but it was the policy of 
the Governm<mt to depart from the day­
labour system in fayour of the contract 
system. It would be for the best interests. 
of the taxpayers to stick to the day-labour 
system, and it would be far better for the 
workmen to work under the Government than 
under a contractor. The Government could. 
pay 30 or 40 per cent. more wages and still 
do the work cheaper than a prtvate con­
tractor. 

:Mr. MANN (Cairns) did not agree with the 
construction of the railway at all, but, if it 
must be constructed, then he hoped it would 
be built by day labour. He had not worked 
on any railways constructed under the day­
labour system, but he had worked on them 
under the old contra•ct system. The deputy 
leader of the Opposition talked about the 
Cairns Railway. He (Mr. Mann) had worked 
on that railway, and although he did not know 
anything about the contractor, Mr. Robb, 
being paid for the landslips. he knew that It 
was the object of the contractor if he found 
a weak place to make it still weaker, and 
then he used to get •ts. 6d. a yard for each 
yard he shifted, and it did not cost much to 
shift a large quantity of the stuff. It only 
meant a few cases of dynamite put into the 
mountain side a.nd tens of earth were ~)t.iftf ,~] 
out of the road, for which the contractor wac 
paid at so much per yard. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: There are· 
no mountains on this railway. 

Mr. :\f.ANN: He knew that. Was the 
l\Iinister going to accept the amendment? 

He knew that half a kn of 
[4 p.m.] dynamite and nine kegs of 

powder were used to blow away 
enough stuff to occupy nine or ten men two 
months in shifting; and it shook all tlw for­
mation on that part of the line. 

jJf r. Jf ann.] 
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The PREMIER: That was away back in the 
dark ages. 

:\Ir. 11ANN: It was not so many years ago. 
He would ask the Premier to go along the 
line from Gladstone to Rockhampton and 
ask the settlers what took place when that 
railway was being· built by contract. He hap­
pened to be on the Cairns line on one occasion 
when there was a crack in one of the tunnels; 
and the concrete was so rotten that a big 
lnmp of it fell to pieces with a blow from a 
big hammer. On the last occasion he was in 
Cairns there was a crack in No. 13 or No. 
14 tunnel, ant! he would like the :\linister 
to inquire as to the reason-whether it was bad 
materia.! or what it was. Under the system 
of da.r labour such a thing would not occur. 
He remembered being in a ballast pit on one 
occasion when any sort of stuff was shovelled 
in, until one day the contractor came round 
and said the Government inspector was com­

·ing, and they were to put in only clean 
ballast. The late l\lr. Annear said two vears 
ago that the contract system would come 
back, and it seemed that it wa' coming now. 
They all knew what the contract system cost 
the country in connection with the construc­
tion of the Cairns Railway, and in connection 
with the claim brought against the Govern­
ment by Robb, the contractor. 

Mr. BLAIR (Ipsu-ich) : It 'rould facilitate 
the passage of the Bill if the Minister would 
explain the attitude of the Government in 
the matter. Personallv he was in favour of 
the amendment, and ·was glad the deputy 
leader of the Oppo.itwn endorsed the views 
of the han. member for Croydon, because he 
had heard no valid reason whv the svstem of 
day labour in connection with the construc­
tion of our railways should be departed from. 
He believed some line of this kind should b<' 
built, and it was his firm convict'on that 
Queensland would never be what she was 
dt•stined to be until such a line was built; 
still, he thought it .would be a great mistake 
if the system of day labour was departed 
from. The contract system was bad in this 
way: The contractor naturally was endeavour­
ing to make a profit, and his profit was what 
would go to the State under the day-labour 
system. Another thing, tho contract system 
tended to the use of inferior material, and 
the line being imperfectly built. The senior 
member for Gympie put his fiw'er on a very 
weak spot in the contract system when he 
referred to the abc:olute want of protection 
for the men employed by the contrccctor by 
reason of the wor1c being l<>t to sub-contrac­
tors, from whom the workmen would not be 
able to re'"over any claims tl::at might arise. 
For thesf' and n1any other reasons, \vhich hP 
would not go into, he hopE·d the Minister 
\Vould accept the amendlnent. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\YAYS: 
He might say straight .away that he did not 
think the amendment was at all noces .. ary, 
or ~at wch an amendment chould be put 
into the BilL The hen, membc;r for Gympie 
said there was a suspicion that it was in­
tended to let big contracts in conne< tion with 
the Great Weskrn Railway. All he could 
say was that the snspicion existed in the 
minds of members of the Opposition only, 
for he had not had any discussion whatever 
with any members of the Cabinet or with 
the officials of the Railway Department in 
respect to the letting of contracts in connec­
tion with this Great Western Railway scheme, 

Mr. ::\ciuLCAHY: I saw it in the paper. 

fMr" Mann. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Did the hen. member believe everything he 
saw in the paper? Of course, he believed what 
he wished to believe. 

Mr. MANN: It was in the organ of the 
Government. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Of conrse, members in opposition must be­
lieve evil of the Government-it was their 
business to do so. He did not think it was 
advisable that such an amendment should be 
put into the Bill, especially when, as hen, 
members knew perfectly well, that for eight 
years past there had not been one mile of 
railway constructed by contract. 

~\Ir. MULLAN: 'Will you give us an assur­
ance? 

Several HoNOt:RABLE ::YlE~iBERS interjecting, 

The SECRETARY FOR R-AILWAYS: 
In reply to numerous interjection,, he might 
say it was not owing to the opposition of 
hon. members on the other side that railways 
were now being constructed in Queensland 
by day labour. He did not think this or any 
other Government should be charged with 
giving contracts to their poEtical followers 
as sops. At any rate the present Govern­
ment would not do so. At the present, time 
there were 430 miles of railway being con­
structed in Queensland, and the ·whole of the 
work was being performed by day labour. 

JHr, O'SULLIVAN: .'wd it is very satisfac-
tory. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He 
had not a won] to say against it. Last year 
and the year before he told the House that 
the officers of the department had expr<"·sed 
a wish that a railway should be built under 
the contract svstem in order to check their 
figures. He repeat~·] that, statement now, and 
would go further UJld say that he wa' under 
the impression that the Mount Morgan­
Dawson Valley Railway would have been an 
excellent line to build on the contract system 
for tho purpose of checking the departmental 
figures, as the line was 68 miles long, and 
there was some difficult work on it. But 
when he looked into the matter, With the 
Yiew of advertising for tenders, he found that 
the Premier had promised that the line 
should be built by ClaY labour. Had that not 
been the case, he would have let a contract 
for the construction of that railway, in order 
to comply with the "isheq of the officers 
of the dcparlment. He did not think it would 
be wise to insert the amendment in the Bill, 
for the reason that it might pay the Govern­
ment at some future time to see whether 
some work on this line could not be per­
formed more expeditiously and economically 
under the contract system. 

Mr. COYNE (Wart.:go): The Minister had 
placed himself in an awkward position by 
the statement he had just made to the Com­
mittee. The han. gentleman admitted that 
the day-labour system had been an unquali­
fied succ<>ss so far, and yet ,said that he in­
tended to have one line constructed under the 
contract system last year, but found that tlie 
Premier wa•, against it. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He pro­
mised it in the House, 

::VIr. COYNE: The line referred to was 
rather a difficult line to construct, as there 
were <\ number of tunnels and that sort of 
thing on it, but on the line now under con­
sideration there was no heavy cutting, and 
why on earth, then, should they give the 
benefit of that work to a contractor? If it 



G1•eat Western [6 DECEMBER.] Railway Bill. 2559 

were a difficult line to build, there might be 
some justification for lettmg a portion of 
the work to a contractor, and letting him 
take the risk instead of the Government. 
But there was nothing of that kind. The 
officers of the department should be able to 
·tell the Minister right off hand what the 
railway would cost. The fact that the Min· 
ister would not allow this amendment to go 
into the Bill cast suspicion on the whole 
·thing. The contract system in the past had 
been a dead loss to Queensland and to every 
other State in the Commonwealth. If the 
amendment was accepted, it would mean the 
saving of thousands of pounds to the people 
·of Queensland. Why, then, did the Govern­
ment not accept it? It was common talk 
that there were a number of contractors 
waiting on ihe carpet now for theoe lines to 
·go through. 

The PREMIER: I am glad to hear it. 

. Mr_. C!JYNE: The hon. gentleman by that 
JnterJectJon ga.ve the whole case away. 

'rhe PREMIER: No; that means competition. 

Mr. COYNE: They did not want competi­
tion in this matter, because the State could 
do. the w:ork more. economically and more 
sat1sfactonly than 1t would be done under 
the contract system. This line was on .;:L!l­
fours w1th the Goondiwindi Railway as far 
as constructwn was concerned; there were no 
more engmeering difficultiPs on it than there 
were on the Goondiwindi Railwav. The 
<>ther day the. hon. member for \Varwick 
stated that it was not intended to slart this 
line for the next two vears. 

The SECRE'TARY FOR 'pUBLIC \YORKS: \Vhere 
was tha.t? 

::\lr. COYNE: At Warwick. 
The SECRETARY lo'OR PGBLIC \YORKS: You 

have been dreaming. 

Mr. COYNE: He had not been dreammg 
because that statement was made. Th~ 
people of Queensland shoulcl be assured that 
th_ere v.:as t? be no jobbery in connection 
w1th tins ra1lway. 

The _SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: There will 
be no JObbBry under this Government .. 

. Mr. COYN~: There might be. It was a 
h1g .scheme, . m fact it was too huge alto­
gether, and 1t was just as well that the Go­
vernment should give the people a guarantee 
that there would be no jobbery as far a& 
c.ontractors were concerned. 

:Hr. D. HUNTER (TVoolloongabba): He 
had alwa.yo been strongly of the opinion that 
they should introduce tho day-labour system 
as much a' po,ssible. 

An HONOURABI.E ME~IBER: And the mini­
mum wage. 

Mr. D. HUNTER: Yes, and the minimum 
wage; an.d hr· had always supported anv pro­
posal havmg tha.t _object in view, when it ·wa,s 
not made for pohtwal purposes. The Com­
monwealth system of ce1rrying out works was 
a very good one. 'Cnder that system the 
Government. asked the department to tell 
them the pnce they put on a certain piece of 
work; then they called for tenders for the 
work,_ and if the tender-s exceeded the esti­
mate of the department, the work was done 
by the department itself. That was a fair 
~ystem, and anyone who objected to it ob· 
Jected to the Labour party in the Common­
wealth Parliament. It would be very foolish 

to insert the amendment in the Bill, because 
it would tie the hands of the Government to 
a policy which might be a very bad policy 
for the workers themselve.s. iVhat brought 
wages up to their present standard on Govern­
ment railway works in New South Wales? 
The Government were paying men employed 
on construction works 7s. a day, but when a 
contract was let for railway work the con­
tractor, in order to get the best men in the 
Government employment, came along and 
ofiered 7s. 6d. a day, which compelled the 
Government to increa"e the wages to that 
amount. A second contract was let, and that 
contractor offered Ss. a day to men, and that 
was the reaPon that Ss. a day was being paid 
on Government railways to-day in New South 
\Vales. The member for Cairns had stated 
that if this and other railway•; were proceeded 
with there would be a scarcity of labour, as 
men would be attracted from the agricultural 
districts, presumably because agricultural 
labourers were paid a low rate of wages, and 
if they were attracted from that work to rail­
\\ a:•· construction work it would be because of 
the rate of wages paid. The employer of men 
engaged in railway work could not do as he 
liked, because the men would be able to get 
a wages board, and perhaps they would come 
under the Commonwealth Conciliation and 
Arbitration Act, so that they would be able 
to get good wages from a contractor just as 
easily as frdm the Government. :Many a 
time day labour did not pay, and many a 
time it. wa,s not satisfactor:JT. Let members 
look a.t the work which had bPen clone in 
connection with Parliament House, and they 
would see that the cornices were cracking 
already. He did not blame day labour for 
!hat. but he mentioned the fact to show that 
there was cracking in work done by day 
labour as well as in work clone by contract. 
If day labour <lid not pay, why should they 
adhere to it? Some member.s opposite had 
made motions the object of which was to 
force the Government to pay higher wages, 
and yet they now tried to get all this work 
done by a boss which they said was paying too 
low ·;;ages. They were afraid to let the con­
tractor come in and compete with the Go­
vernment, and thus ra.ise the wages of the 
men. One contractor, whether that contrac­
tor was the Government or a private indi­
vidual, could do as he liked, but competition 
resulted in a rai.sing of wages. He hoped the 
Government would not be '"o foolish as to 
accPpt the amendment. 

~Ir. XJ~VITT (Garpenta1·ia): The hon. 
member for W oolloongabba had now assumed 
a new role--that of apologist for the contrac­
tor-.• nd said he was prepared to support a 
minimum wage, provided it was not proposed 
for political purposE"\. If a man opposed the 
establishment of a minimum wage on any 
such ground, it showed that he did not care 
very much about the interests of the men. 
'l'he Secretary for Railways did not give one 
reason for not accepting the amendment. 'l'he 
hon. gentleman did not sa:y that no portion 
of this railway would be built under the con­
tract system; he simply said that there was 
no necessity to include the amendment in the 
l3ill, practieally implying that the railway 
Y a.s going to be built by day labour. Why, 
then, did he not accept the amendment? 
That was a logical conclusion for anyone to 
eome to. 

The PREMIER: It would not make muoh 
difference; it would not save five minutes' 
time. 

Mr. Nevitt.l 
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Mr. NEVITT: He did not take everything 
the Premier said as gospel. If the amend­
ment was accepted, there would be nothing 
more to say on this side. We had had ample 
experience to prove that the day-labour 
system was the bes<L He understood that 
the chief engineer, upon whom the Govern­
ment relied for getting ont the e;,timates in 
conne0tion with this railway, said, in his 
report, that the day-labour system had been 
·a good thing for Queensland. As an example 
of the advantage of day labour, he might 
instance the contract for the painting of Vic· 
toria Bridge in 1902, at a cost of £3,278. 
During the prcserut year, tho bridge required 
painting and cleaning again, and it was 
resolved to have it done by day labour, with 
the result that it only cost £1,096, or con­
siderably less than 50 per cent. of what it 
had cDst under the contract system. Tho 
price Df material had gone up considerahiy, 
and yet under the day-labour system the 
bridge board saved 50 per cent. In connec­
tion with cDntracts of this kind, there was 
great scope for scan1ping work. 

The PREMIER: Are you not pouring water 
on a drowned mouse ? 

Mr. NEVITT: :Ko. If the Premiet· would 
accept •the amendment, he did not think 
anyone else would speak. The hon. member 
for Townsville, when discushing this question 

last year, said he did not belieYe 
[4.30 p.m.] in the day-labour system, as he 

believed that we got better work 
under the contract system, and it seemed to 
liim (:\Ir. Kevitt) that that must· be ''the 
power behind the throne" to-da.y. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: \\'c have 
sixteen lines buil•t by day labour. 

Mr. ::\'EVITT: Tho hon. gentleman ad­
mitted that if he had an opportunity he 
would let one of these lines by the contract 
system. In regard to the sixteen Lnes built 
by day labour, that was not altogethet· due to 
the hon. gentleman. The Premier promised 
•that the lines should be built by day labour, 
and the hon. gentleman had to do it. He 
hoped the Minister and the Premier \Vould 
acce,,t the reasonable and ratiDnal amend­
ment which had been moved. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: There is not 
the slightest chance. 

Mr. ALLAN (Brisbane South) thought it 
was only right that hon. members should 
know that the illustmtion given by the hon. 
member for Carpentaria was utterly wrong. 

::1-ir. NEVITT: I have taken it from the 
newspaper. 

Mr. ALLAN: The hon. member might 
have taken it from the newspaper, but it 
wa, wrong. He 'aid that when tenders wne 
called for ihe painting of Victoria Bridge 
some eight years ago, the cost was £3,278, 
and that the bridge was lately painted at a 
cost of a little m·"r £1,000. ' 

::VIr. NE\ ITT: £1,096. 
Mr. ALiu\.N: But the bpccifications were 

entirely different in the two cases. The con­
tract Carried out eight yeard ago included 
the bnrning off of the paint and t-he 
thorough scraping of every part of the 
bridge, and a,; a matter of fact the cDn­
trnctor who undertook the work had to 
t-~row the thing up, as it was not paying 
hrm. The work done recently was different 
altogether. There \vas no scraninrr, 110r 
anyt-hing like the work. He thought that 
hon .. members on the other side must be 

[Mr. Nevitt. 

really afraid-strong, able, brainy men,. 
.afraid that comparisons would be made be­
tween contract and day labour. Reference· 
had been made to what the man in the street; 
said-that Hrere was a fear that contract 
labour would be introduced. He ha·d often 
heard the man in the street refer to " the 
Gnvernment strDke," and to the fact tha-t if 
work was let by contract it could be done· 
much better than under the so-called Govern­
ment stroke~that was a very common ex­
pressiDn. He thought hon. members oppo­
site would have welcomed the opportunity 
of making a comparison between cDntract 
labour and day labour, if only to show that. 
the contract s:vstem was bad. If we went on 
with day labOur altogether, we should have 
no means of comparison, and he would wel­
come the opportunity, if for the purposes of 
con1parison only, of introducing the contract 
system. 

Mr. FOLEY ('l'ownHille) doubted whether 
<tlw hon. member for Brisbane South knew 
very much about what he was discussing, 
particularly in regard tD the contract in con­
nection with Victoria Bridge. He was 
doubtfnl whether the hon. member would 
know whether they got an hones-t job done· 
Dn that bridge, notwithstanding that he was 
one of the bridge committee. 

The PRE)fiER: You might tell him. 
The ACTI::\'G CHAIRMAN: Order ! This. 

is a discussion as to the relative cost of day 
labour and the contract system, and I hope 
the han. member is not going to enter into 
a discussion on the painting of Victoria. 
Bridge. 

:Mr. FOLEY: He was showing how even 
the bridg·e board could be deceived by a con­
tractor. :V1embers Dn his side discussed .this 
question from personal experience, as some 
of them had worked in these branches of 
trade, and knew what they were talking 
about. The day-labour system, as compared 
with the contract system, was a more honC.i'' 
system. An employer would be more likely to 
get a better job by day labour than if ],e let 
tho work to a contractDr, he did not one now 
lwnest the contractor might be. A con­
tractor g·enerally fixed on the amount of 
profit he would get out of t•he job. The 
Premier said he was glad to say that there 
were likely to be several contractors for this 
job, as it' would mean competition. \Vhere 
there was competition, the man who got the 
job had to cut his price below the other 
fellow, and he would scamp the work 
wherever he got an opportunity Df doing so. 
He knew a job in Townsville where tenders 
\Yere rallcd for painting, labour only, by 
cDntract. 

Mr. D. Hc!\TER: The worst kind of sweat­
ing. 

?\h. FOLEY: The contractor who gDt that 
job wa, supplied with the best white lead 
am! oil. He was supposed tD make up the 
paint on the job out of these materials, but, 
instead of that, he made the paint in his 
workshop ont of whiting .and kerosene oil, 
and carted away the white l0:1d and the 
boiled oil from the job tD his own place. 
The owner of the property did not know the 
difference between the paint made from 
"hiting and kerosene oil and that made from 
boiled oil and white lead. There was 
another case in Townsville where tendei''2 
were let for the building of a house. The 
brick piers were to be made from cement, 
and the "compo" was to be two of sand and 
one of cement. There was a loamy soil in 
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Townsville which could be got for half-a­
crown a yard, just the price of ,carting it to 
the job. 'This soil mixed up like cement 
mortar, with half the quantity of sand, and 
it was difficult to tell it from the real cement 
mortar. He had worked on the job himself, 
and mixed up heaps of this stuff at the dic­
tation_ of the contractor. (Laughter.) He 
was simply a servant, and had to do as he 
was told. These were things which could be 
done by the contractor, and the Government 
would be no wiser. If it was a day-work 
job, the Governinent simply sent out a gang 
of men, and told them 'to do certain work 
an_d these men had :r:o interest in doing any: 
tlung else but the nght thing; whereas the 
contractor, If he could do the work with a 
ch':'aper mat_erial 'than the one specified, was 
gomg to do It eyery tune. No one knew that 
better than the hon. member for \Voolloon­
gabba. 

Mr. D. HUNTER: ::\fo contractor ever got 
me to do it. 

Mr. FOLEY: The Minister said that there 
would not be a repetition of the things which 
to<_Jk place on the Cairns Railway, but thc'e 
,t,hmgs would ?e done JUSt the same to-day as 
they we_re thut_Y years ago. The Govern­
ment said that mspectors were appointed to 
l<;>ok ,after ~hose things, but they knew 't-hat in 
times past mspectors had been got at. If the 
Go~crnment were to get the best bargain for 
'thou money, It was necessary that this work 
should be done by day labour, because the 
m?n would have no mterest in doing any­
thmg <:ls_e but what they were told to do. 
The Mmister admitted that the Government 
for t~e last mght years had built every line 
of railway by the day-labour system, and it 
had proved successful. The yarn about the 
<_Jfficers of the department wishing to have a 
JOb done by contract m order to check their 
own figures was, .in his opinion, so much bun­
kum_. The officers themselves must know that 
m tlme_s past, when they make an estimate 
for a JOb, . the estimate was less than tho 
tenders ":hlCh were accepted, and the same 
rule apphed to-day as in times past. . 

The SECRE'\ARY FOR RAILWAYS: I told you 
what the Chid Engmeer himself says but 
I do not expect you to believe me. ' 

Mr. FOLEY: The Chief Engineer himself 
knew that there was a chance of the work 
?emg scamped, when it was let by contract 
m _order that the contractor might make som~ 
thmg out of the job. 

The ACTIN;' C:HAIRofAN indicated that the 
hon. memher s time had expired. 

Mr. ~ULCAHY: The Minister in charge 
of the Blll was very anxious "to have the con­
tract system tried, because he said that he 
made an effc:rt to have that system tried in 
the construction of the Dawson Railw81y. 
~he SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I told you 

so m the House last year. · 

Mr .. ~ULCAHY: That showed clearly that 
the Mimster was totally against the day-labo,. 
system. 

The_ SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: No, no. 
That Is a misstatement. 

Mr. MULCAHY: He would not say 
totally against, but the Minister was anxious 
to get the contract system going. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I did not 
say that. 

Mr. MULCAHY: The reason which the 
Minister gave for wishing to introduce the 
contract 8ystem was the most flimsy one 

1910-7s 

imaginablQ. He wanted to compare the two 
systems. In the past Queensland had ample 
opportunity of judging of the relative ments 
of the two systems. The hon. member for 
Brisbane South, Mr. Allan, said they were 
afraid to give the contract system a trial, but 
as a matter of fact they had given it a long 
trial, and did not want it any more. So far 
as 1.hey could judge from their engineer's 
reports, the day-labour system had worked 
very well for a number of years, and he did 
not see anything in the Chief .B;ngineer's 
report to show that he was anxious for the 
change. The contract system all over Aus­
tralia had been a; failure as regarded the 
material put into the work and the work 
when it was carried out. There was some­
thing more than the question of wages to be 
conside,red in contract work. He knew in 
one of the biggest works in Queensland to-day 
where the men were working on contract work 
where, taking them all round, they were 
wc:rki::>g for much less than they would re­
ce!Ve If they were working for wages. In the, 
Mount Morgan ·Mine the contract system was 
growmg every day. Did they think that the 
company were doing that in the interests of 
the men? Not at all. The Premier said that 
they wanted competition. Look at what com­
petition meant in the old world ! See how 
it rack-rented the farmers. 

The PREMIER: No company has been better 
to its men than the M;ount Morgan Company. 

Mr. MULCAHY: Ko mine in Australia 
made a greater profit than Mount Morgan. 
:rhe :\Iount :Morgan Company were not doing 
It m the interests of the men at all and the 
men were leaving there daily on O:ccount of 
the dust there. In connection with contract 
work the material, timber, and everything 
else was not up to the standard, but in the 
case of day--labour work it was. The con­
tractor always got as much as he could out 
of his men to make as much as he could out 
of the job. 

The ACTING CHAIRMAN indicated that the 
hon. member's further time had expired. 

Mr. MANN: The han. member for Wool­
loongabba did not claim that the contractor 
did better work, but he said that the con­
tractor paid better wages than the Govern­
ment, and as a supporter of the Government 
that hon. member should see that the Go­
vernment paid better wages. In the case of a 
man getting aJ ?ontract, if men were scarce 
the contractor might get men from Europe. 

Mr. D. HUNTER: With a Labour Govern­
ment in power in the Commonwealth? 

Mr. MANN: That Government might not 
always be there or the men might be brought 
in in secret. John Robb, the contractor for 
the Cairns line, brought out shiploads of men 
from Europe and started them to work at 
7s. 6d. a day, while the ruling rat-e in the 
district was 8s. a day. '!'hat was the benevo­
lent contractor! In the construction of t,he 
third section of the Cairns Railway the men 
were paid 7s. a day by Messrs. O'Rourke and 
Mackenzie, and it was only in a few cases 
that able-bodied men were paid Ss. per day. 
Many of the sub-contractors were experi­
enced navvip,, who had saved a few pounds, 
and had their horses and drays, and they did 
not clear their "tucker" bill. There were often 
three and four in a party, and they did not 
get a red cent out of their contracts. The 
contractor sometimes paid their "tucker " bill 
and horse-feed bill, just to encourage them to, 
keep going, in the hope they would get 

Mr. Mann.l: 
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more later on. If the Government were 
anxious to make a comparison, let them com­
pare the work and the price charged on the 
third section of the Uairns Ra1lway to 
Mareeba, which was done by contract, with 
that from Mareeba to Atherton, which was 
done under the day-labour system. The work 
was practically of the same nature, and they 
could have a good test. The hon. member 
for Woolloongabba seemed to think that with 
the contract work it would mean better t1mes 
and better wages for the men. lt might be 
so if labour was scarce, but not otherwise. lt 
the contract system was restarted, the con­
tractors would move heaven and earth to get 
that system back again. Then they might 
want to get out labour, and the Federal Go­
vernment would perhaps block them. There 
would then be a cry raised against the 
Federal Labour party, that they were block­
ing labour from coming out here, and that 
would be the cry raised against them at the 
next Federal election. The contractor would 
want to get out cheap Spaniards- and Italians, 
and it would be fighting the battle of cheap 
labour all over again. This was a cheall­
labour Government, and that would be thelr 
cry at the next election. 

The PREMIER: It was most amusing to 
see the presumedly and apparentlY: earnest 
manner in which han. members oppos1te spoke. 
Hon. members opposite had all the afternoon 
been thumping away at that dead horse, a~ 
they were opposing the railway lock, stock 
and barrel--

Mr. LENNON and other OPPOSITION :iVIE::II­
BERS: No. That is not true. 

Mr. NEVITT: I am not opposing it lock, 
stock, and barrel. 

The PREMIER: They are trying to gain 
a little kudos out of one little point. He, 
personally, and the present Government were 
in favour of constructmg all publw works ~y 
day labour. There were many advantages m 
constructing public worlw by day labour, and 
it was not to this Government that the cred1t 
of starting public works by day labour -~as 
due but to the Philp Government, who starred 
it i;_ 1900. Ever since 1901 public works had 
been constructed by day labour in Queens­
land. So it was the Philp Government, and 
·not this Government. or even the L~bour 
party, that should get the c;edit for mtro­
ducing the day-labour system m Queensland. 

Mr. FOLEY: They were forced to do it. 

The PREMIER: Well, why not_force the 
Government this afternoon to rlo 1t? 

Mr. FOLEY: We will try to do so. 
Several OPPOSITION ME~mERS interjecting, 

The ACTI~G CHAIRMA?\i : Order ! I 
hope hon. members will keep order when ·lhc 
Chief Secretary is speaking-. Ho has only 
got the same time as any other hon. member, 
but as soon as he gets up to speak there are 
a lot of interjections. 

Tho PREMIER: The Minister had given 
ample reasons why they should make an 
experiment to compare .the contract and day 
labour svstems. Did not hon. members oppo­
~ite think that the day-labour system would 
stand it? If they made the experiment of 
building one or two lincJ by eoncrad, the 
result, he believed, would be that they would 
nome back more convinced than ever t.o the 
day-labour system. That was his opinion. 

Mr. CoYNE: The cost of the experiment 
will be a big one. 

[.Mr . .Mann. 

The PREMIER : They had carrie>d out the 
eonstruct.ion of railwavs for the last eight 
years on the day-labour system, under the 
supervision of the engineers, who made their 
own estimates and carried out the railways 
in accordance with the estimates which they 
made. 

The RECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: And super­
vised their own work. 

The PREMIER : And supervised their own 
work in connection with the estimate' whieh 
thev made. It was very necessary that they 
should make this experiment. Some member 
oaid that the department could do it cheaper 
if the contractor could do it cheaper, ·and the 
monev should be saved to the country. It 
did riot follow because the contractor could 

do it cheaper, and pay his me;n 
[5 p.m.] better wages, ·that the money would 

be saved tD the country if the de­
partment did the work. The skill and the 
personality of the man in charge counted 
for a great deal. (Hear, hear !} He agreed 
with the officers of the ·department that it 
might be well to try whether they were going 
along sound lineq. Personally he had little 
doubt as to the result, but he thought it was 
well that. the hands of the Administration 
should not be Hed in the wav thev would be 
tied by the amendment. · · 

::>Ir. O'SULLIVAN (Kennedy): The Pre­
mier had put the position in a very nice 
way, but he was not going to be deceived. 
He wanted an assurance that the line would 
be constructed by day labour; he did not 
want .any expensive experiment. The British 
Government would not allow any piece­
work in connection with the construntion of 
their ships for fear it should be scamped; 
but in Americot ·thev allowed piecework in 
connection with the -construction of their 
ships, with the result that a lot of work w.as 
scamped. He was tDld of an instance, under 
the old contract system, in which a lot of 
sleepers wer-e condemned by the contractor, 
who eventually worked them in, thus doing 
both the timber-getter and the Government. 
The Mount Morgan Company built •their 
great west works and the mundic works by 
day labour. They had a dam built under 
the contract system, but it was not done as 
well as the work they had done by day 
labour, and they did not want to try an 
experiment tD see which system was better. 
Though he thought the majority of the 
people did not believe in . this line, they 
wanted the work done honestly, and in the 
best interests of the workers as well as the 
taxpayers. 

Mr. COLLINS (Burke) : He had had a 
little experienne of 'the two systems, and so 
far as the workers were connerned the eon­
tract system was a very bad system indeed. 
And as far' as the work was concnrned, it 
was not as. good as the day-labour s.Jstem. 
He was working on the Kilkivan line when 
it was constructed, and there was a wonder­
ful differenne between that line and lines 
that had been nonstructed by the day·labour 
system. He did not think even the day-labour 
system was an ideal system; there was any 
amount of room for improvement, but ,it was 
much better than the contract system. If 
they were going to build Tailv.ays, they 
should pu·t the best possible work into those 
railways; and nobody would argue that a 
contractor was going to put in the best 
work; there would have to be .an inspector a,t 
every culvert. Something should be done 



Great Western [ 6 DECEMBER.] Railway Bill. 

:to make the conditions as good as they could 
be made for the workers on the railway. He 
was in Queensland in the eighties, when 
llundreds of immigrants were put on railway 
works, and the contractors showed them no 
mercy. Under the day-labour system more 
consideration would be shown to immigrants 
engaged on railway construction than under 
the contract system. When the Kilkivan line 
was being built, newohnms were sacked by 
the dozen. '.rhey were not accustomed to the 
·climaMe conditions, and they did not receive 
from the gangers the consideration they 
would have received under the day-labour 
system. If they adopted the contract system 
again, it would be the worker who would 
suffer. As to the "Government stroke " 
that only existed in the imagination ofso~e 
members opposite. The men working on the 
railways did an honest day's work, and that 
was all th":t should be expected of them. 
When workmg under the contract system in 
!'Iouth ~ustralia, _he saw a man drop dead 
m a ra_Ilway cuttmg; and such cas"' might 
occur m Queensland under the contract 
system. Men were forced beyond their en­
durance under the contract system, and he 
had heard gangers use language which he 
would not dare to use in that Chamber. 

Mr. ALLEN (Bulloo) : Admitting as stated 
by the _hon. member for Wool!oongabba. that 
wages m New South Wales had bPen raised 
as a result of the c<_mtract system, who was 
r·esponsib!e for keepmg down the wages of 
the navvie~ previously? It was possible to 
pay the highest rate of wages without the 
contract system. The contractor had to pav 
the cost of the material, the cost of labou;, 
and he had to make a profit besides· but 
under the day-labour system ther·e wa~ onlv 
the cost of the labour and the material. The 
han. memb~r for W oolloongabba did not tell 
the Committee the difference between the 
cost of the work done in New South \Vales 
by day labour and that done by contract; 
and even If they were equal he gave no idea 
of the kind of work done by the contractor. 
They could save money by the day-labour 
system, and at the same time avert the 
danger of having work slummed. They had 
no guarantee thut the contractor would not 
go in for sweating, and the chances were that 
work done by contract would cost a little bit 
extra. They would. not only have to pay for the 
extra rate of wages, but they would also have 
to provide an extra nest-egg for the con­
tractor. The Government could g-et just as 
good engineer's and workmen, and- could buv 
material .as cheaply as a contractor, so tha:t 
there was no nece"ity for the Government 
making a present to a contractor. He took 
serious objection to letting contracts for the 
purpose of checking the cost of railway con­
struction under th'e day-labour system-not 
that he feared the comparison, but because 
h<' objected to the country bearing the ex­
pense of ·such an experiment. Nobody a<ked 
that railways should be built by contract, 
except a few contractors who wanted to g'et 
a foot in and resurrect the old svstem under· 
which contractors made such large profits. 
If an engineer wanted his work checked, the 
best way to check it was to get another more 
up-to-date and more business-like engineer. 
An engineer who desired to have his work 
checked in the way proposed, practically con­
fessed his inability to perform the work with 
which he was entrusted, and he should like 
to know why such an officer did not make 
way for someone else, and have his work 
<Jhecked in that way. When any business-like 
amendment was proposed with the view of 

keeping the Administration in the straighl; 
and narrow path, it was generally met, as 'in 
this instance, with the stock argument that 
it would tie the hands of the Government, 
What Administration had any right to object 
to difficulties being put in their way to pre­
vent them doing wrong? How could their 
hands be tied by laying down a hard-a:ud­
fast rule? The Government said they were 
going to adhere to the day-labour system. 
'l'hen where did tying of their hands come 
in? No promise given by the present Ad­
ministration would he binding on their suc­
cessors, but if the amendment was placed in 
the Bill it would be binding on their suc­
cessors. With regard to whether it was or 
was not the intention of the Government to 
let railway work by contract, it was well 
known that the man in the street did hear 
things sometimes, and he would not be a bit 
surprised to find that in the future some ex­
cuse was brought forward by the Premier 
for letting railway work out under contract. 
It was not the first time in the political 
history of the State that the Premier had 
found it convenient to go back on a more 
definite pledge than that given by the Pre­
mier in connection with this matter, and 
members were, therefore, justified in demand­
ing that the Premier should agree to the 
condition being placed in the Bill. A man 
who was going to keep to the road did not 
object to fencc•s. It was the man who wanted 
to wander about all over the place who ob­
jected to having his hands tied J:-v the erec­
tion of fences on both sides of the' road. 

The AcTING CHAIRMAN indicatP,d that the 
hon. member's time had expired. 

Mr. MACARTNEY (Brisbane Xorth): 
\Yhile it could not be denied that the subject 
under discussion was of great importance, he 
was inclined to think that they were discuss­
ing it at the wrong place. He did not think 
the amendment should be inserted in the first 
line of the seconcl clause, as proposed by the 
hon. member for Croydon. They were deal­
ing with one of the largest railway schemes 
that had ever been submitted to the Queens­
land Parliament, and the result of discussing 
the amendment at that stage would prob­
ably be that important provisions in the Bill 
would go through in the early hours of the 
morning without sufficient discussion. The 
subject of the amendment was one which 
might very well be di,,cussed, but it should 
be discussed in its proper place, and he 
thought the hon. member for Croydon would 
be wise if he withdrew the amendment, with 
the view of making it a special clause, and 
not allowing the present discusc,ion to inter­
fere with the consideration of important pro­
visions in the Bill. 

·Mr. l\IuRPHY: Oh, no; I will not withdraw 
it. 

l\Ir. WINSTANLEY (ChartrTs Towers): If 
the Government had given any indication 
that they would accept the amendment, and 
insert it in another part of the Bill, the dis­
cussion would have come t.o an end before 
this, but no promise of the kind had been 
given. 

Mr. :YluRPHY: If they do not propose to 
let any contracts for this line, why don't 
they accept the amendment? 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: Exactly. He could 
not understand why they should object to 
the amendment if they proposed to carry it 
out in practice. Quality, not price, was the 
test a£ cheapness in railway construction as 
well as in other matters. WhPrB work was 

Mr. Winstanley.] 
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done cheaply it would be found that in the 
long run it was a "Penny-wise-pound-foolish 
policy" to have work so done. For the work 
done by day labour honest value had been 
obtained, but that could not be said of the 
contract system. The Government were of 
opinion that they had not thrown any money 
away durmg the t1me they had been building 
railways by the day-labour system, and no 
reason had been adduced, either by the en­
gineers or by the Minister, why that system 
should be departed from. He certainly 
thought that the man who drew the plans 
and prepared the ·specifications was the !Jer­
son best qualified to see the work carried out. 
The Premier had said that he wa·s glad there 
were a number of contractors in Brisbane at 
the present time. But he (Mr. Winstanley) 
would remind han. members that where con­
tractors were plentiful and contracts few, 
prices were cut down to the lowest possible 
figure-down to bedrock; and the result was 
that the workmen suffered, as the contractors 
took the very last drop of blood out of the 
men, and either put in smaller quantities of 
stuff than were specified or an inferior quality 
?f stuff. He did not care how vigilant an 
mspector was, he defied such an officer to 
watch a big job from beginning to end and 
see that material of the specified quality and 
quantity was used. He had heard contractors 
say that they had laid themselves out. to get 
the best of an architect. In cases where the 

. best Portland cement was specified they had 
bought German cement 4s. or 5s. a cask 
cheaper, and put it in Portland cement casks. 
The inspector never dreamt of testing thB 
cement, and the result was that the man who 
paid for the work was robbed from beginning 
to end. The same kind of thing had occurred 
with regard to the quality of timber used in 
a contract, and it had been done over and 
over again. \Vith regard to the construction 
of railways by day labour, though the wage·s 
of the men had not always been what they 
should have been, he was· confident that the 
conditions of men working under the Go­
vernment were better than they would havB 
been if they had been working for a con­
tractor. Something· had been said about the 
"Government stroke." He was satisfied that 
a man who worked eight hours a day on the 
Western pla.ins of Queensland at railway con­
struction earned every penny he was paid, 
and that any member who tried it for one 
day would endorse that remark. The Pre-

mier said something about the 
[5.30 p.m.] g-reat personality of the contrac-

tor. Great personality mig-ht 
have some effect in Parliament, but he ques­
tioned whether the personality of a contrac­
tor had much to do with contracts in a place 
like Queensland. The ganger was the person 
who g-ot the work out of the men. The 
Minister might assure the Committee that so 
far as this railway wa,s concerned, as there 
were no engineering difficulties, and it was 
not a line which would afford a basis of 
comparison for other work, none of it would 
be let on contract. He felt confident that 
whenever the Government let a large con­
tract in Queensland they would pay dea.rly 
for their experience. He believed the people 
of the State were quite satisfied that we had 
been getting value for the money spent in 
day-labour construction, and the Government 
would be making a move in the wrong- direc­
tion when they departed from the day-labour 
system to the contract system. 

Mr. LAND (Balonne) supported the amend­
ment, as he failed to see any reason why 
the Government should depart from the 
system they had tried so long and so success-

[ Mr. Winstanley. 

fully. The idea of the Minister telling them 
that the Chief Engineer wanted it. Why had 
he carried on the day-labour sytem in. 
Queensland for all these years if it was a bad 
system? But he never said there was any­
thing wrong with it, or that he could not g-et 
the men; on the contrary, he said in his 
report that the day-labour system was success­
ful in every way. There were several things 
to be considered in connection with the clay­
labour system. The Cabinet had the control 
of all the work, and they had their own rail­
ways to bring the ballast and the sleepers, 
whwh might have to be drawn a long way, 
and it was only a matter of bookkeeping; but 
if a contractor got the work he would have to 
get it in hard solid cash. The contractor 
would require to be paid for the cartage of the 
stuff over that line. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The rail­
way pays for it now when it is being built. 

Mr. LAND: The contractor would pay for 
all the stuff carried over the present line, 
and ruccorclingly he would have to be paid in 
cash, because his contract pr1ce would be 
based on what he had to pay. Why could 
the Chief Engineer not supervise the job as 
well as any other man? 'l'he contractor 
would have to pay the wages just the same, 
unless he was going to swea;t or scamp the 
work; but if he did the same kind of a job 
as the Chief Engineer would do, the day­
labour system was clearly the best. He did 
not believe the Chief Engineer required the 
work to be clone by contract for the purpose 
of test or comparison. He did not doubt the 
Minister when he stated that it was- at hi& 
request, but if it was at his request, .there 
was some other reason for it. Would anyone 
in the House say that the Chief Engineer 
was not rus competent as anybody else they 
eould let a contract to? H1s hands were not 
tied, and he could go into the market and 
get labour. The Minister should either have 
accepted the amendment or given a reason­
able assurance that the line would be built 
by day labour. He did not think the Minister 
had any idea as to what the cost of the line 
would be, because they had compared it with 
other lines which were not similar at all. 
The Minister had his own ideas just the same 
as the Premier, but those ideas were' coloured· 
a good deal by people who should not in­
fluence him. It was all very well for the­
Minister to smile. If the day-labour system 
was canied out the people would be satis­
fied, but other influences were at work which 
were not for the best interests of the people 
of Queensland. 

Mr. MURPHY would like to point out to 
the han. member for Brisbane North that, 
while he did not profess to be able to judge 
as to the best place to put this amendment in, 
he certainly thought the amendment was very 
necessary. The Secre-tary for Railways as­
sured the Committee that but for the inter­
vention of the Premier the· Dawson Valley 
line would have been built by contract. In 
the face of that statement, was it not abso­
lutely necessary before they agreed to t~e 
construction of a railway of 800 m1les m 
length to provide that it should be con­
structed on the dav-labour system '1 If the 
han. member for N~rth Brisbane was anxious 
that no clause of the- Bill should be discussed 
in the early hours- of the morning, he and 
those associated with him were in the happy 
position that they could compel the Govern­
me-nt to adjourn at a rerusonable hour, and not 
gag it through in the early hours of the-
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morning. The hon. member could take no 
objection to an amendment being moved at 
this stage, because they were not proposing 
to interfere with amendments moved by the 
bon. member. When they were dealing with 
£4,500,000, a Bill of this nature should not 
be forced through in a single sitting. If 
members sitting behind the Government 
allowed them to do so, that was their busi­
ness, but that was no reason why members 
on this side should not make a vigorous pro­
test. He did not intend to withdraw the 
amendment, but would press it through to a 
.(livision. 

Question-That the words proposed to be 
inserted (Mr. ~Murphy's amendment) be so 
inserted-put; and the Committee divided:-" 

Mr. Allen 
.,, Barber 

Blair 
Breslin 
Collins 

.A YES, 27. 

Coyne 
Crawford 
Ferricks 
Foley 
Hamilton 
Hardacre 
Hunter, J. ~L 
L~nd 
Lennon 

lllr. Mann 
,. ~f:wghan 
,, May 

.!\Iulcahy 
)1ullan 
)lnrphy 
McLHchlan 
Nevitt 
O'Sullivan 
Payne 
Ryan 
Ryland 
"Winstanley 

1'ellers: Mr. Crawford and Mr. Nevitt. 

Mr. Allan 
,. Appel 
, Barnes, G. P. 
, , Barnes, W. II. 
,, Booker 
,, Bouchard 
, Brennan 
.,, Bridges 
.,, Corl'3er 
, Cottell 
, Cribb 
,, Denham 

l!'orrest 
:; Forsyth 
.. Fox 
, Grayson 
, Gunn 

Mr. Hawthorn 
,. Hodge 

Hunter, D. 
Kidston 
Macartney 
Pnget 
Petrie 
Philp 
Itoberts 
Somerset 

,, Stodart 
Swayne 
Tolmie 
Walker 
White 
Wienholt 

'l'ellers: )!fr. Hodge and ~fr. D. Hunter. 

PAin.. 
Aye~Mr. Douglas. No-1\-fr. Markintosll. 

ResJlved in the negative. 

l'IIr. JHGLCAHY moved the insertion of 
the words "at a minimum wage of ten 
shillings per day " after the word " Railway " 
on line 8. It would then read- ' 

The construction of the Great \i\l~e.stern Railway 
,at a minimum wage of ten shillings per day is 
hereby approved, etc. 
This amendment was only in keeping with 
what he said on the second reading of 
the Bill, when he forecast his intention of 
moving it. As the Government had made 
up their minds to go in for a great boom 
policy, and as theJ' were going to spend a 
lot of money out \Vest in order to fatten up 
i:he .great monetary institutions ·and the 
squatters, then the workmen engaged on that 
work shonld at least receive a fair day's pay. 
It was all the more nece•sary when they con­
sidered the hardships that the men would' 
have to put up with away out in that \Yes­
tern country, with no creature comforts at 
all. The chances were that they would have 
fever and lots. of other things to contend 
with, and it was only fair and reasonable 
that a minimum wage of lOs. per day should 
be granted to them. Of course, the con­
tractors or the Government-whoever en­
gaged the men-could go up aA high as the.y 

liked above that sum, but that would be the 
mm1mum. If the work was going to be car­
ried out by contract, then there was all the 
more reason why the men should be paid a 
minimum wage of lOs. per day. He had 
great pleasure in moving the amendment. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
He could not accept the amendment. 

Mr. CoLLINS: Give us some reasons why. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Because he did not think it was advisable. 

Mr. CoLLINS: You don't think that lOs. a 
day is sufficient? 

The SECRETARY FOR R~\IL\\"AYS: 
It was not whether he· thought lOs. a day 
was sufficient or insufficient. As a matter of 
fact, the Railway Department, in building 
the ;\!fount Elliott Railway, paid lOs. a day 
to the workmen, but he thought it was in­
advisable that a special rate of wages should 
be fixed for work that would, at any rate, 
last for a number of years. He said that in 
the interests of the men who would be em­
ployed on that railway. 

Mr. COLLINS (Burke): He was sorry to 
hear the Minister say tha.t he could not 
accept the amendment. 

Mr. MAY rose to a point of order. Was 
it in order for members to ke<>p up a con­
versation so that a member could not hear 
what another member addressing the Com­
mittee was saying? 

The ACTING OHAIR:YIAN: I am sure 
that it is not for want of being reminded by 
fhe Ohair that the conver!>ation is carried on 
I have referred before to the fact that mem­
bers have no right to carry on a conversa­
tion when another member is addressing 
himself to the question before the Committee. 

:\Ir. COLLINS: He was sorry that the 
Minister could not see his way to accept such 
a reasonable amendment. It me·rely asked 
that the men who would be employed on the 
railway would be protected from either the 
Government or the contractor, whoever em­
ployed them. The am<'ndment only asked 
that a living wage be paid. After all, whose 
money was it that the.y were going to spend? 
It was not the Government's money, but the 
money of the people of Queensland, and the 
people of Queensland had a right to see that 
t.he employees working on that railway were 
decently paid. \Vhat wa'' lOs. a day out 
in the far West. 

:Mr. ALLEN: Not much. 
i.\lr. COLLINS: The Minister himself ad­

mitted that the Government paid the men 
lOs. a day on the Mount Elliott Railway. 

The SECRETARY l?OR RAILWAYS: I did not 
admit it; I stated it. 

Mr. COLLINS: As this railway would be 
built under similar conditions to the Mount 
Elliott Railway·- as the line would pass 
through similar country- surely the men 
should receive a decent wage ! There was 
going to be £4,500,000 spent in that part of 
the country, and, as the workmen would have 
to take their wives with them, the·Y should 
receive at least a living wage. All th~ qo­
vernment were concerned about was m m­
creasing the salaries of men who were get­
ting fairly lr.rge salari<:s at the pre,gent ti~e. 
(Hear, hear!) When 1t came to a questwn 
of considering the real wealth produoer-the 
man who made it possible to bring the wool 
to market-and when they had a proposal 
brought forward to give that man a minimum 

Mr. Collins.] 
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wage, then the Minister got up and said he 
could not accept it. He would like to know 
from the Government : Were they going to 
accept any amendments at all from the Oppo­
sition side of the House? Were they going 
t.o let them alter a single word? If the Go­
vernment were not going to let them do that, 
then they had better let them know and let 
the country know. He believed that the 
proper place for members now in opposition 
would be, outside of the House altogether. 

• GovERNMENT l\iEMBERS: Hear, hear ! and 
laughter. 

Mr. COLLINS: Of course, they said "Hear 
hear!" but wait till he finished. It would b~ 
he<tter for them to be outside letting the 
workers know that the Government had re­
flll'ed ~o give them a living wage in connec­
tion wrth th~ construction of railways. They 
would be domg far more work if they went 
up to Rockhampton and told the electors 
there that when such a reasonable proposal 
as that w!'s b~·ought forward, that the Minis­
ter rose m hrs place and said that he, could 
not a~cept it. The Minister would not accept 
anyt~mg that was for the benefit of the 
workmg. man. He (Mr. Collins) was cbil.­
cerned m the welfare of the working man 
a_, he knew the hardships that he had t~ 
eqdure; and tht; representatives of the people 
t~ere had the nght to say that the working 
ma:rt should g'!t a share of the £4,500,000 
whrch was gomg to be spent. He had no 
doubt that the Government would see that 
all the Gover~ment officials and supervisors 
were well pard. The Minister would look 
after that. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: And see 
that the men are well paid, too. 

Mr. C:OLLINS: They had an illustration 
of that m the ¥any Peaks Railway, where 
there 'Y'as a strrke on at the present time. 
Why drd not the Minister see that the men 
were well paid there? 

Mr. RYLAND: And the Herberton Railway. 

Mr. COL~INS: What did the ~Iinister 
mean by bemg well paid? 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: Six "bob" a day. 

Mr. COLLINS: In the competition which 
the Government were going to bring about 
between the two railway policies how did 
he know that w!'Lges would not be brought 
down to. starvatiOn point? He remembered 
m the time of the £10,000,000 loan when 
wages went down to 6s. and 7s. a day. He 
would be prepared to stay there till 6 o'clock 
in the morning if he thought they could get 
the Go_vernment. to accept the amendment. 
Vl!hy drd the Government not do something 
for_ the people, and not be all the time legis­
lat!ng for property, property, and property? 
Wrth the Government human lives counted 
for nothing. 

Mr. MAY (Flinden) oupported the amend­
ment. It was only a fair .thing to offer lOs. 
a day to the men working out in thrut 
country. In the district he had the honour 
to represent, the Government built the line 
from Hughenden to Richmond at a verv 
cheap rate, ,and the men did not care whethe-r 
they did their work or not. The ,,,ork wets 
done. in a hurry-scuny way and in the worst 
possible manner of any line constructed by 
'the Government. vVhen it came to con­
tinuing the line from Richmond to Cloncurrv 
better wages were paid, and b<>tter wo~k 
was done. There was a strike on the line 
and he introduced a deputat.ion to th~ 

[Mr. Collins. 

Minister, asking for increased pay. He was. 
successful, because the Commissioner himself 
ha,d been up ,there, and saw the conditions 
that the men had to work under. In the 
trans-Queensland Railway the same condi­
tions would prev•ail. The men were paid 
lOs. a day on the section from Julia Creek 
to Cloncurry, and they were paid lOs. a day 
from Cloncurry to Mount Elliott. When 
.t.hey remembered the conditions which pre­
vailed in that Western country, the Minister 
would be doing only a fair thing to include 
the amendment in the clause as the minimum 
rate. He had not spoken on the mabt·er ,all 
through, because he was in favour of the 
building of the railway go,ing forward. He 
would like to see £10,000,000 borrowed for 
the construction of railways in Queensland, 
but they must have a minimum wage. On 
the line from Hughenden to Richmond, •the 
men were getting 6s. a day, some of .them 
7s. 'and 7s. 6d. a day; and the only thing 
they looked for was Saturday night or the· 

month's end, and .they would 
[7 p.m.] "slum" their work .as mueh as 

possible. On the line from Julia 
Creek to Cloncurry .the wages were good, 
and the work was done in a proper manner; 
and the Commissioner said he never saw 
better bodies of working men, particularly 
in the month of February, when he thought. 
it was almost impossible for men to work in 
the intense heat and muggy weather. He 
(Mr. May) had said he would not be opposed 
to borrowing £10,000,000 for railw .. ys; but, 
of course, that referred to railways that. 
would be reproductive, either directly or in­
directly. The country ,through which this 
line would run was hotter and drier than 
country where men had been paid lOs. a 
day; and the amendment was a very reason­
able proposition. The well-paj.d man was 
the cheapest in the long run; and he would 
rather give a good man lOs. a day than he 
would give a loafer 2s. a week. He trusted 
•that the Minister would accept the amend­
ment, because he wanted good wages to be 
paid whether the work was done by ·contract 
or by the day-labour system. 

Mr. MACART~EY: If the amendment 
was pressed to a division he would vote 
against it, not on the principle of lOs., or 9s., 
or any other wage being the .proper wage for 
men working on the railway, but because he 
considered it had nothing to -do with the 
subject-matter of the clause. The remarks 
he made on the previous amendment ·applied 
equally to this; and when the matter came to 
be diseussed at the proper time, and in the· 
proper place, he would cast his vote ·&ccord­
ing to his opinion. This was merely an 
academic disrmssion-noihing more or less· 
than political fireworks. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. MAY rose to a point of order. The· 
hon. member for Brisbane North said that 
everything Opposition members said was 
political fireworks. He objected. 

The ACTING CHAIRMAN : 'l'here is no 
point of order. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: He could only say 
that, in his opinion, the amendment was of 
the same character as proposals which were 
ordinarilv charaoterised as political fire­
workR. 'strictlv speaking, he thought the 
amendment was out of order. A similar 
amendment was ruled out of order by the 
Chairman last session when the Port Alma 
Railway was under consideration; but Mr. 
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Speaker Bell afterwards decided that it was 
in order. He did not think, however, that 
the Speaker gave the matter due considera­
tion at the time; and it was clear that t.his 
amendment was absolutely irrelevant to the 
clause. It would be ·as much open to t.he 
hon. member to move that the men working 
on the line should be dre,sed in red suits. 
He did not say this in order to depreciate 
the views expressed by members supporting 
the amendment, but he wished the Bill to 
get the discussion i>~ ought to get. If they 
occupied time in the discussion of irrelevant 
matters, it would lead to the Bill being 
rus.hed through in the early hours of the 
morning without the mos~ material matters 
being discussed. 

The ACTD!G CHAIRMAN : I may point 
out to the hon. member for Brisbane North 
that the amendment moved last session was 
on the plans and specifications of a railway, 
whereas this is .a Bill. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: The principle of re:e­
vancy is •the same. 

Mr. HAMILTON was rat.her surprised at 
the remarks of the hon. member for North 
Brisbane. He considered they had just as 
much right to discuss the wages to be paid 
to the men who would work on this railway 
as hon. members opposite had to advoca-te 
an increase of £1{)0 a year to a highly-paid 
offi·cer when t.he Estimates were under con­
sideration. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: I quite agree with you. 

Mr. HAMILTON: It was shown by the 
Speaker last session that they could discuss 
the queSit.ion of a minimum wage. 

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Order ! I 
hope the hon. member will keep to the ques· 
tion before the Committee. 

Mr. HAMILTON: He thought it was only 
right that they should get a promise from 
the Government that a fair wage would be 
paid. When the Etheridge Railway was 
going t.hrough they got a promise t;l!at the 
ruling rate of wages would be paid, but that 
promise was not carried out, and strikes had 
taken place in consequence. They con­
sidered 'that lOs. a day was a fair minimum. 

The PRE:I!IER: You would say lls. if we 
said lOs.; and if we said lls., you would say 
12s. 

Mr. HAMILTON: Th<>y were only asking 
that lOs. should be the minimum, and if they 
had not asked enough that was their f.ault. 
He thought the amendment was quite in 
order, and he would be happy to give it his 
sup pont. 

Mr. MAN"N : The hon. member !Ol' Bris­
bane North gave members a homily in rc· 
gard to moving amendments, and E:tid it 
would be just as proper to move that the 
men cmplo}·ed on the railway should wear 
a certain dress. 
• The ACTING CHAIR::\1A:t\: Order ! I 
hope the hon. member is not going to discuss 
the point of order. 

::\Ir. :\IAN~: Yery well, he would not dis­
cuss that matter. If this line '':as to be 
built, he wanted to SPe that the workers got 
a fai1· thing, but hP did not quite agree with 
the amendment. There' might be lads l'11-

ployed on the railway, and they would not be 
worth lOs. a day, and he thought the amend­
ment s11ould be altered so as to read "every 
adult worker." Whethc1· the amt>ndmcn't 
was proposed in the right place or not, he 

could not understand a man who believed 
in a fair minimum wage taking shelter 
und0r ocver of the plea that the amendment 
was proposed in the wrong place. If this 
was the wrong place for the amendment, 
the hon. member for Brisbane North should 
haYe poi!ftecl out the proper place to insert 
it. Vi'hcn a similar amendment wa•i ruled 
out of orde1· in a previou., session by the 
Chairman of Committees--

The ACTI:t\G CHAIRMAN: Order ! I 
hope the hon. member will not discuss that 
point, but that he will confine himself to 
the amendment before the Comm1ttee. 

Mr. MA::'\N : Very well, he would .not dis· 
cuss it. At one time he !believed in fixing 
the rate oi wages as the rate ruling in the 
district, but such a provision had not 
operated satisfactorily on the Etheridge 
Railway or the Atherton Railway. 'Dhe local 
authority in the Athe1'ton district were pay· 
ing 9s. a day to their workmen, but the 
Government refused to pay that amount to 
the men employed on the railway. It was 
very hard to prove what was the ruling rate 
in .a district, but it might be taken as a rule· 
that the local aul,horilties paid more than the 
Government. The Cairns local• authority 
paid Ss. and 9s. a day, while the Govern­
ment paid only Ss. a day. However, if the· 
amendment was altered as he had suggested, 
he would support it. 

Mr. D. IHJ:t\TER: He was going to 
oppose the amendment without any ht>sita­
tion. Since he opposed a similar amendment 
in connection with the Mount Elliott Rail­
way he had been before his constituents, and 
they had endorsed his action. There was a 
good deal of political fireworks in this pro­
posal. As a mat'er of fact., this line was 
not likelv to be built for the next six or 
seven years: at all events, it would be six 
or sc,"cn years before it was completed. 
Hon. members opposite told them that they 
expected to be in power within two years. 
If that was going to happen, why should 
hon. members on the Government side of the 
House fix the rate of wages on this line for 
the next six or seven vears? Those hon. 
members had the opportunity, when the 
\V ages Boards Bill was before the House, to 
give public servants the right to come under 
that Bill, but every one of them refused to 
give public sen'ants that rig·ht. Had they 
not done so, the men c·mploved on this rail­
''"''Y mig-ht have had a 'vages board to 
settle their wag-es: but. hon. members oppo­
site. haYing refused to give them that oppor· 
tunity when the Wages Boards Bill was 
under consideration, now wanted to make 
it appear thnt. the·1 were alwavs in favour 
of giving the men ·lOs. a day. ·rLvhe Com­
mittPc were to carry t.hc amendment, then 
the minimum of lOs. would become the 
n1axhnun1 \vag0 paid, just as the minin1LE1! 
wage fixed by every wage" bo.trd in Queens­
land had lwcome tlw maximum wage for the 
1vorkcrs ('rnployed. I-Ie \\-as againf:J Parlia. .. 
nlPnt sctt.Iing a n·inimum wage which would 
Ia · t. until the railway was compkted. 

)Jr. ::\I1'RPHY: But you are not against 
settling a railway policy years ahead. 

::\fr. D. HUNTER: As a mattt>r of fact, 
although this Railway Bill "as being passed 
now. the railwuy could not be started for 
two yc ars yet, and if the COUJ!try was against 
it it would not be gone on with, and the 
country ''· 0uld have an opportunity of ex­
pressing it> opinion on thC' subject. at the 

Mr. D. Hu1'de'ii.; 
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next election. It wou'd be very interest"ing 
to hear what hon. member< opposite would! 
say on the subject at the next election. It 
was very amusing to hear the remarks of the 
han. member for Cairns on this subject. Let 
him quote what the han. member said on a 
similar question in 1908-Hansanl, · vol. ci., 
page 939----

The hon. gentleman judged him by what he 
would get himself. No ganger would give him lOs. 
a day. (Laughter.) If the amendment were agreed 
to, then only men in the prime of life would suc­
ceed in getting work. Take, for instance, the 
lifting gang-the men who carried the bars and 
lifted the road-were they only to get the same 
wage as the men working in the balla:Jct pit? He 
contended that there would always be different 
rates of wages for different classes ~of work on the 
railway. But under the han. gentleman's amend­
nlent there would be no room for youths or old 
men on any of the numerous works authorised by 
Parliament. 

:\Ir. MANN: I said that to-night. 

:\Ir. D. HUNTER: The hon. member said 
on that occasion that the whole thing should 
be left to the Commissioner, but he did not 
say that to-night. Why had he changed his 
views? Simply because he had crossed the 
floor of the House. On one side of the House he 
voted '?ne way, and when he crossed to the 
other side he voted another way. Members 
would have to go before the countrv before 
this railway was constructed. at imy rate 
befor-e the transcontinental portion of it was 
ccnstructed, and it would afterwards be 
settled whether the wages paid should be lOs. 
or 12s. a day. On the Cloncurrv Railwav 
they were paying lls. a da v inst8'ad of 10;, 
a day, the amount for which hon. members 
fought, but if the amendment now under 
consideration was carried the minimum wage 
paid would be lOs. a dav. He ,hould Yote 
against the amendment. · 

l\Ir. ::\1_\X::\: The han. member for \Y{)ol­
loongabba forgot that when he spolm he sug­
gested that the amendment before the Com­
mittee should bH altered so as to make it 
apply to adult wmkers onlv. He also stated 
in his previous speech that at one time he 
favoured a provision fixing the rate ruling 
in the .district, but after their experience of 
that wrth reference to the Etheridge and 
Ath~rton Railways, he had come to the con­
clusion that rt was better to fix the rate of 
wages in the Bill. The han. member for 
~'oolloongabba was always find;ng mares' 
ne>ts, and, wanting an excu~e for his atti~ 
tude towards this amendment, he had quoted 
~rom a speech delivered by him ~1\Ir. ::\Iann) 
1n 1908. But the han. member drd not state 
that on that occasion he walked across the 
floor and voted for lOs. a day, and because 
he (Mr. :\Iann) did not do the same thim·, 
but voted for the rate ruling in the district, 
the hon. member abused him like a pick­
pccket, and said that if he was a carpenter 
he would not give him employment. \Vhen 
he suggested an amendment in the amend­
ment now be·fore the Committee he clearlv 
foresaw that there might be you'ths and old 
men worlnng on the line and that t;hev 
would not be worth lOs. a day and for that 
reason he desired to see the' 'words "adult 
workers" introduced in the amendment. If 
it. was altered in that way he would have no 
he,itation in voting for it. 

i\lr. D. HUNTER: Tho han. member 
stated that he had altered his opinion with 
regard to the rate of wages ruling in a d:s. 
trict because of tht'ir experience in connec­
tion with the Etheridge Railway. When the 

[llfr. D. Hunter. 

hon. member made tho speech from which 
he had quoted, he gave the wages which had 
been paid on the Etheridgp Railway. 

::\Ir. MANN: The Ch1llagoe Railway. 
Mr. D. HuNTER: No, the Etheridge Rail­

way. Th~ han. member said on that occa­
sion-

The hon. member for \Voothakata knew that on 
the Etheridge Railway, bC{:;lJJUSe of the .absence of 
the principle of the minimum wage whwh he. had 
tried to insert in that Bill, they had been pard as 
low as 7s. 6d. per day. 

That extract was from the speech he had 
already quated'. 

Mr. ALLEK intended to support the 
amendment, because 10&. a day would be 
quite little enough to pay for railway con­
struction work in \V estern Queensland, where 
men would have to work under the broiling 
sun at· a temperature which somet,imes ran over 
100 degrees in the shade. With reg.ard to 
lOs. becoming the maxrmum wage 1f that 
was declared the minimum, he would point 
out that when the Maryvale Railway was 
before Parliament it was proposed' by the 
Opposition to fix the minimum wage at 8s. 
a day but the amendment was defeated, the 
argun'rent advanced on the other side being 
that if we laid dbwn a minimum of Ss. per 
day it would mean no man would get more 
than Ss. How did things pan out? No 
man got Ss. a day. The maximum WaB 

7s. 6d., and the minimum 7s. a da.y. To get 
Ss .. a day the men had to g{) out on strike, 
which meant a loss to t,he men and to the 

State. The1 Government could 
[7.30 p.m.] have settled the question in two 

minutes by accepting that amend­
ment. It had been .'>aid that the Opposition 
was against anything the Government pro­
posed, but it appeared to him that no matter 
how good an amendment was the Govern· 
ment refused to accept it simply because it 
came from the Opposition. He was quite 
sure that the men would strike to get lOs. 
a day, and it would save a lot. of trouble by 
adopting the amendment, whwh he hoped 
would be dealt with on its merits. The 
argument had been used that it would be 
madness to lav down a minimum wage on 
a raihvay which would take six or seven 
years to complete, but it was no more mad­
ness than it was to pass thrs measure. He 
was .satisfied that if every han. member voted 
from a sense of ju3tice the amendment would 
be carried. 

The PRE~HER: If he voted with a view of 
catching the men's votes. 

Mr. MANN rose for the purpose of pointing 
out that the hon. member for Woolloon­
gabba quoted, not the speech given by him­
self (Mr. Mann), but a speech given by the 
hon. member for Clermont. (Laughter.) He 
did not object to anjl'thing. which he h~d 
~aid being quoted agamst hrm, but he did 
object to another hon. member's speech being 
attributed to him. The words quoted were 
these-

The hon. member for \Yoothakata knew that on 
the Etheridge Raihvay, because of the. absence of 
the prinriple of the minimum wage which he. had 
tried to insert in that Bill, they had been pa1d as 
low as 7s. 6d. per day. 
He objected to the hon. member for Wool­
loongabba quoting another han. member's 
speech to do him harm. 

:Vlr. D. HUNTER: He had pointed out 
that the Etheridge Railway had been before 
the House. He was quite prepared to admit 
that he made a mistake, and had quoted the 
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hon. member wrongly, but he would now 
·quote from the speech of the hon. member for 
C tirns on page 939-

It had been tried on the gtheridge Railway; 
and, although the amendment was not carried, 
still an attempt was made to put into operation 
the principle that, wherever the Government and 
a company worked together to build a railway, 
higher wages should be paid than on a purely 
State railway. He would not object to the amend· 
ment if it were not so delightfully vague. The 
hon. member gave them no idea of what he meant 
bv a " workman." There were numbers of boys 
~of sixteen or seventeen engaged in carrying water 
on the railways. 'Vere they to get lOs. a day? 
If they applied to the ganger for work, he would 
·say, "Well, my lads, I would like to give you a 
job, but I have to pay lOs. a, day to adult, able­
bodied men. If, when you are finished carrying 
water, you can go into the cutting and can take 
your share of the work, I will <>mploy you." 
There were other young men engaged in carrying 
dog-spikes and bolts and laying them alongside 
tlle sleeper.!l. There were others engaged sitting 
·on the bars and holding up the sleepers for the 
men who did the striking. Were they to get lOs. 
a day? Then he had seen men of over sixLy-five 
_years engaged in breaking the big boulders among 
the river ballast. Were they to get lOs., or would 
they be put on piecework? 

What he had pointed out was that, with all tho 
experience of the Etheridge Railway before 
him, the hon. member made this statement­
and it was proved by the speech of the hon. 
member for Clermont-and in defiance of 
that the hon. member for Cairns said, 
'·Leave it in the ha.nds of the Commissioner." 
\Vhv should thev not lean' it in the hands of 
the· Commissioner now? The sole objection 
"a<. that the Premier was now in power, 
with whom he had quarrelled, and he was 
determined to make any political capital he 
<'ould against him. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: You are bowled out. 

Mr. D. HU="TTER: The hon. member >vas 
having the ghosts of the past quoted again·.t 
him, just the same as he had brought them 
up against the Premier. 

:'Ylr. MULCAHY: As there seemed to be 
some doubt in the minds of hon. members 
with regard to this preventing boys from 
working, with the permission of the House 
he would move the addition, after "day," 
of the words "to each male adult." There 
had been something said about old and 
incompetent men being prevented from work­
ing on thic., line, but his experience of rail­
wav work was that it waq not suitable work 
for' old and infirm men. Thev wanted men 
who were physically strong,' especially in 
that 'IV estern country. Tho hon. member for 
Woolloongabba was all right some time ago, 
when he voted for a minimum wag<> of lOs., 
bwt he was going to change his front to­
night, and claimed that he wa-; ·right: but 
.any eommon-sensc man vrould view it as very 
inconsistent. The amendment would not 
prejudice the men in regard to higher 1-vages. 
On the railways to-day some men got 7s. 
" day and some more, and so it was with 
other work. Contractors made a differenC•', 
because they paid some of the men to rush 
the others. There was nothing to prevent 
a man getting lls. or 13s. a day if he could 
ea_r:r; it: but he wanted to increase the 
HllfilffiUill. 

Mr. FOLEY supported the amendment, 
because he had been a worker on the rail­
wa~s, and knew what the work meant. It 
was amusing to hear .the hon. member for 
Brisbane North trying to show the working 
men of Brisbane that the reason why he 

could not support the amendment was be­
cause it was brought in in the wrong place. 
If the hon. member had to work on this 
railway out in the West, it would not trouble 
him where the amendment came in, so long 
as he got lOs. a day. His own experience 
was that whatever might be the minimum 
wage paid on a ra,ilway, a strong man could 
generally obtain a shilling a day more to 
induce him to lead the work. If they were 
assured that a man would not get less than 
lOs. a day, they did not trouble whether 
another man got 12s. or 14s. a day. When 
a man had to live in a tent on those West­
ern pla,ins, and put up with all kinds of 
weaHwr, lOs. a day •wa" not too much to ask 
th~ Goycrnment to pay the men working on 
th1s ra1lway. If the work was done by con­
tract there should be a elause in the eon­
tract that no man should be paid less than 
lOs. a day. He hoped hon. members would 
rise to. the occasion and support the amend­
m<;nt, m order that uhe men working on this 
ra1lway should be pa•id at least ·a living 
wage. 

::\lr. FERRJCKS (Bwtn): Although he in­
tended to support the amendment, he pre­
ferred it in its original form, because there 
were many young men of eighteen or nine­
teen years of age who were better physi<·ally 
than the men over twenty-one years. On the 
railways to-day there were a lot of young 
men employed as lad porters. They started 
at lOs. a week, nominally as boys, but th<;,Y 
were as good men as they ever would be. Lt 
was such differentiation in these matters that 
made such hardships, and the amended 
amendment would operate in that way. There 
was every justification for including a mini­
mum wage of lOs. a dav for thf' far Western 
districts. Any man knowing- the conditions 
which existed out there wm!ld never oppose 
the amendment. \Yhen the division bell rrcng 
hon. members opposite would come trooping 
in and vote a"ainst the a.mendment., but that 
was because thev did not know the conditi·>'1s 
as thev existed· out \Vest. \Yhile some eru­
ditions' of \V e<tern life had been quoted, trey 
were not the working men's congitions. 
There were a couple of members on tho ether 
side who had been in that part of Queens­
land, but thev saw it from a first-class car­
riage or else from a motor-car. A man who 
had to go for a couple of days without a gcod 
supply of water, and who had to cross f!oorled 
creeks in times of flood, these were the men 
who had a competent knowledge of \V estern 
conditions. The project advanced hy the Go­
vernment wa•- essentially a big man's affair. 
It was not in the interests of t.he small man, 
but in the interests of the capitalists. Later 
on he presumed that amendments would be 
moved from th" other side in the interests 
of the employers. That was why he was en­
deavouring- to ;;et something for the em­
ployee. The question of the minimum wDge 
proving to be the maximum had cropped np. 
As a matter of fact the minimum did r•ot 
become the maximum. In Parliament it was 
not so, as the Premier got £1,300 a year, his 
Cllinisters got £1,000 a year, and the private 
members got £300 a year. Yet members c·n 
the other side had the thoughtlessness and 
audacitv to sav that the minimum wage 
would 'become· the maximum wage. Just 
think of a man working in the blazing- sun 
with the thermometer at 120 deg. in the 
shadE'! Perhaps he would be a married man. 
Was he not worth lOs. a day? They heard a 
lot about " the Govf'rnment st.roke" on the 
railways, but it would have to be a very 
modest and very slow stroke that was not 

Mr. Ferricks.] 
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worth lOs. a day in \V estern Queensland, 
where the thermometer registered 120 deg. to 
123 deg. in the shade. If they went to the 
country before that proposal was put through, 
the people would be in favour of paying· tLe 
men lOs. a day for this railway, which they 
were told was going to do so much for 
Queensla;nd. They were told that it was ouly 
fireworks coming from the Opposition s1de, 
but as they had been told by member,; op­
posite that the railway would not be finishfld 
for the next six or ten years, it was simply 
fireworks on their part for the next election. 
However, when they did go to the country 
the Labour party had no fear of the result. 
He hoped the Minister would accept. the 
amendment, or advance some argument why 
it should not be accepted. They were ar-ked 
to trust the Government in the matter. 'l'hey 
trusted the Government in the past in con­
nection with the Herberton Railway. The 
Government last year would not listen to the 
arguments of the Opposition, and would not 
accept their amendment regarding a mini­
mum rate of wages. They were told that if 
they left it to the Commissioner for Rail­
ways, the Minister for Railways, and the Go­
vernment, everything would be all right. The 
result was that the men working on the 
Herberton line had to adopt other methods. 
Deputation after deputation went to the 
Minister and a deaf ear was turned to them. 
They then went to the last resort of striking, 
and· the Minister hung up the work in the 
endeavour of starving the men into sub~is· 
sion. The Min1ster might laugh, hut tt.at 
was a fact, and it was only some time after­
wards that the Minister agreed to give the 
men what they had asked for last year. He 
hoped hon. members opposite, who had 
fluked a few Labour votes that enabled them 
to get elected, would get their reward in tl·e 
future. Those who voted against the amend­
ment refused to give lOs. a day to men .';1w 
worked out in the far West under a brml,ng 
hot sun, where the water was very scanty, 
and· where a dozen other hardships had to be 
undergone that, were unknown to the city 
worker or dweller. He hoped hon. members 
who voted against the amendment. would get 
their reward in the future. 

Mr. RYLAND: There wa.s no doubt about 
it, that if they did not put the amendment 
into the Bill their experience would be the 
same as it ha.d been in the past. What they 
could do in five minutes by placing in half 
a dozen words might prevent a lot of the dis­
comfort which had been experienced in the 
past. He was up at Herberton, and he was 
present at the deputation to the Commis­
sioner. The Oommi<sioner said he was sorry 
that he could not agree to their request as 
it was the policy of the Government, and he 
Mked the men to go back at the old terms. 
The- Commissioner himself admitted that it 
was only a fair wage to pay the men. There 
might be some difficulties in the West. and 
the men might become discontented and go 
on strike and thw, delav the work for months 
and months. If they included the amendment, 
they would prevent all that. Look at the time 
that the men lost on the J\!fany Peaks Railway l 
In the construction of the Boyne Valley Rail­
way the men WE're also weeks and weeks out of 
work owing to difficultie·s in connection with 
the wages. Each engineer wanted to do 
the work cheaper than the other engineer, 
but they should all go cmt equal, and they 
should be told that if they were going to 
make it cheaper it should be done in con· 
nection with the engineering and not at the 

[Mr. Ferricks. 

expense of the working man with the pick 
and shovel. What wa,s the use of talking 
about filling up the waste places in Queens" 
land if they would not give lOs. a day to the 
men who went out into the far West? There 
was one thing that they would remember; 
and that was that they had ·a higher Parlia­
ment to appeal to, and if the State ParTia­
ment would not give fair play to the 
workcrg, they would soon be able to ask the 
Federal Parliament to look after in­
dustrial matters and bring all worker·s under· 
it, the railway employees as well as the 
emplovees of the private employer. The 
time ,'Vould soon come when they would have 
the Federal Parliament controlling these 
matters, and then they would get a fair 
day's pay for a fair day's work for every 
workman. 

Mr. THOR~ (A.ubigny) agreed with some 
of the remarks made by members opposite. 
He remembered the time when the hon. 
member for Gympie was working on a rail· 
way, and was quite satisfied wi•th what he· 

received; and he could say that 
[B·p.m.] the men working on that line-

were satisfied, because he ihap· 
pened to have 1been the contractor himself. 
He cou:ld tell hon. members that wages on 
railway contracts twenty-five years ago were­
better than what were paid to-day. The­
Labour party wanted every man to get the 
same wage; but if they were going to bring 
about a minimum wage, half the people in 
QueensJ.and would be out of work, and then 
they would be a;ble to talk about all the 
people out of employment. Why not leave· 
it in the hands of the Government? He was· 
sure the Commissioner would not pay a bad 
wage. He would pay a fair day's wage for 
a fair day's work; and what more did they 
want? 

Mr. FERRICKS: He will hang the work up­
like he did at Herberton. 

Mr. THORN: He C{)uld not do so; the­
work must go on. The hon. member for 
Gympie, Mr. Mulcahy, was right in saying 
there were hundreds of young men better 
able to do hard w01•k than the old people; 
but, for all that, he was not going to sup­
port the amendment. He did not want t-o­
do anything that would have a tendency to· 
drive people to Dunwich. 

Mr. McLCAHY rose to speak. 

HOXOURABLE MEMBERS : Question ! We-
have been two hours on this. 

Mr. ::Vl"CLCAHY: This was a very im­
portant qucstioh, and he did not care if it 
took five hours. If he was t{) be curtailed, 
he would be of very little use there. The 
Premier said the object. of the amendmc:tt 
was to try and catch votes. 

The PRE1!IER : Xothing else. 

Mr. ::VH'LCAHY: It was nothing of the 
kind. \Vhen that hon. gentleman was a 
member of the Labour party, fighting the 
Government, he sr,oke for hours on the rights. 
of the people of Queensland. What they 
wanted to do was to see that. the men en· 
gaged in hard work of this description got 
a fair and reasonable day's wage; and he 
did not think an hour or so spent in dis­
cussing the question was time wasterl.. As 
to leaving the matt.er to the Commissioner, 
the monev for the work would be provided 
by the Government; and the rate of ,-.-ages 
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w·auld depend a good deal on the amount of 
money provjdcd, unless a minimum rate was 
stated in the Bill. 

Question-That the words proposed to be 
inserted (Mr. 3fulcahy's amendmrnt) be so 
inserted-put; and the Committee divided:-

AYES, 24. 
Mr. Allen :ll:r. ll'Iann 

, Barber , Maughan 
Breslin , , May 

" 8~~~~~rd ;; ~~if::Y 
, Ferricks , , Murphy 

Foley , Nevitt 
Hamilton , O'Sullivan 
Hardacre , , Payne 
Hunter, J. M. , Ryan 
Land , Ryland 

, Lennon , , Winstn.nley 
1'ellers: Mr. O'SnHivan and Mr. Payne. 

No>:s, 33. 
Mr. Allan 

, Appel 
.Barnes, G. P. 
Barnes, W. H. 
Booker 

, Bouchard 
Brennan 
Bridges 
Corser 

, Oottell 
Cribb 
Denham 

,, Forrest 
Forsyth 
Gunn 
Hawthorn 

,, Hodge 

Mr. Hunter, D~ 
Keogh 
Kids ton 

, Macartney 
, Mackintosh 
, Paget 
, Petrje 
, Philp 
,, Roberts 
, Somerset 
, Stodart 
,, Swayne 
,, Thorn 
, Tolmie 
., White 
, Wienholt 

T'ellers: Mr. Gnnn and Mr. Swayne. 

PAIRS. 
Ayes-Mr. Douglas, Mr. Blair, and Mr. Lesina, 
Noes-.M:r. Rankin, Mr. Fox, and Mr. }Iorgan. 

Resolved in the negative. 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER moved the omission 
of all _the wo~ds aJ~er ''and," in line 12, with 
the vtew of msertmg " submit the same to 
Parliament for its approval." The reason for 
the amendment was ?bvious. In the early 
days the State Parhament in its wisdom 
provided that the plans and hook of referenc~ 
of. every proposed railway should be sub­
mitted to the House for its approval and 
there were many reasons why that policy 
shou!d be continued. One reason was that 
Pwrhament thus took the responsibility off 
the shoulders of the Government and the 
Commissioner of deciding the route of a rail­
way, the manner in which it S'hould be con­
st~uct.;d, and all other matters connected 
With 1t. .Another reason was that Parlia­
ment, which . was !esponsible to the people 
for the way m which public money was ex­
p_ended,.should have the last word in connec­
tion With the authorisation of a railway. 
He was not going to accuoo the Government 
or the Commissioner, of any desire to get 
behind Parliament for any unlawful purpose 
but he _did say t_hat if the course of proce: 
dure laid down m the Bill was followed it 
~ould be possi_ble for a good deal of corrup­
tion to creep mto railway building. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: How? 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: The answer was 
patent to anyone who thought about the matter 
for one moment. Seeing that it was con­
sidered desirable to submit the plans and book 
of reference of other railways, however small 
he thought it was more desirable and neces: 
sary that the Government should submit to 
Parliament t.he plans and book of reference 

of a railway 1,282 miles long, and costing 
over £4,000,000. It was a strange thing that 
such a huge proposal should be brought for­
ward by the Government in the dying hours 
of Parliament, and that members should be 
called upon to hurry it through the House. 
There was really no reason for such haste. 
If there was any semblance of truth in the 
statement of the hon. member for W oolloon­
gabba, that it would be seven years before 
this railway was started, there was ample 
time to prepare plans and book of reference 
and submit the same to Parliarr-'olnt. But 
eve.n i~ such a course should mean delay, he 
mamtamed that the cost and magnitude of 
the undertaking would warrant a still greater 
delay that such a procedure would involve. 
It was too big a scheme to be rushed through 
in the, way the Government .were rushing it. 
The proposal should have been referred to a 
Select Committee, or a commission, or some 
parliamentary committee for :inquiry and 
report, as proposed in the amendment sub­
mitted on the S'econd reading of the Bill, be­
fore it was definitely decided upon, and then 
the department should prepare plans and 
book of reference, and submit them to Par­
liament. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The hon. member. argued that Parliament 
should retain control of the building of this 
railway, and that it should approve of the 
plans of the railway. If the han. member 
would turn to clause 2, seotions A, B, C, and 
D, he would see that Parliament was there 
asked to approve of the building of railway& 
in four railway districts which were deline­
ated on the plan printed as Schedule I. to 
the Bill. Parliament would retain control 
over the building of the railway, inasmuch 
as it would have to vote the appropriation 
for the railway year by year. 

Mr. HAMILTON: Why do you wish to bind 
future generations? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Because it was thought advisable, with suoh 
a scheme as this, wliich would open up 180,00() 
square miles of Western Queensland, that 
there should be some continuity of policy ; and 
that was why it was proposed to depart from 
the usual practice of tabling plans and books 
of reference for each section of the railw11y 
as it was built. When plans of railways were 
tabled in the House, how many members 
examined them? Generally they WHO 
examined only by those members who were 
interested in the railway, and who knew the 
district in which the line was to be built. 

Mr. RYLAND: There is never very much 
time to examine them. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Plans had been lying rolled up on the table 
for weeks, and very few members had taken 
the trouble to examine them. There was no 
reason whv in a scheme of this. sort they 
could not 'trust the Commissioner to go on 
with the work, more especially as Parlia­
ment would every year ha.ve in its hands the 
policy of continuing the scheme, inasmu~h as 
no money coul'l be expended upon the railway 
until it wa· appropriated. He could not 
accept the. arne.ndment. 

::vir. HAMILTOX was in favour of the 
·amendment, but not for the reason given by 
the hon. member for Maranoa in his con­
eluding remarks--that the money could be 
bette1" spent in building railwa.ys in the coastaf 
districts. They wanted railways built in the 

Mr. Hamilton.] 
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Western districts, but he objected to the 
,clause as it stood, because it would shear Par­
liament of its power. I\o Government that 
had been in office in Queensland had ever 
shorn Parliament of its power to the extent 
that the present Government had done. They 
had curtailed the right of speech, aJld in a 
previous session they had carried a measure 
empowering the Government to purchase 
estates of the value of £500,000 in one year 
witJwut reference to Parliament. He con­
tended that the plan and specifications of this 
proposed railway should be laid before Par­
li,ament for approval. Why ,should they trust 
ihe Commissioner with the expenditure of 
£4,000,000 or £5,000,000? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You are 
uot asked to do that; Parliament will vote the 
money every year. 

Mr. HACI1ILTON: Then why attempt to 
bind future generations? If the next Parlia­
ment would have the power to refuse to vote 
the money, and stop the construction of this 
railway, why should they give the Comm1s­
flioner power to build the line without tabling 
the plans? If the railwa;y could not be con­
structed for twenty yea,r,-;, as the hon. member 
for Woolloongabba said, why should they 
bind a future Parliament? The fact of the 
matter was that the proposal was onlv an ad­
vertising and electioneering dodge. 'fhe 
Premier wanted to pose a,s a great man who 
had brought forward a great scheme, and had 
outrivalled Sir Thomas l\lcllwraith, and he 
wanted to be able to say, " .\lone I did it ! " 
(Laughter.) He believed Parliament should 
have that right, because members on both 
,sides were not agreed as to the route. All 

they had was a map drawn by 
[8.30 p.m.] somebody in Brisbane, showing a 

straight line from one point to 
another, but nothing about the features of the 
country. When there was such a large amount 
of money involved, they should demand rea­
sonable safeguards in the shape of plans, s<oc­
tion~, and books of reference, so that membm·s 
would know what they were doing. A scheme 
like this justified a special session of Parlia­
ment to consider it, and by that time mem­
bers wc;uld know what they were voting for. 
Last night the hon. member for Leichhardt 
and himself had spoken to a gentleman who 
had purchased one of the biggest stations 
in Queensland, and he was surprised when he 
heard what was contained in the Commis­
sioner's report, that even if the railway 
earned the same as was earned between 
Hughenden and Winton it would ,still be 
liable to Ss. 9d. a mile. It was not the full 
3 per cent., but it was a big impost. If that 
gentleman knew nothing about it, it wa• 
certain that the pe,ople who han to guarantee 
it knew nothing about: it. · 

The SEC'RETARY }'OR RAILWAYS: It is the 
Tailway which has to carry the wool. 

Mr. HAMIL'J'ON: It wa, all verv well for 
people to howl for it, because they \vere out­
side the benefited area, and had not to con­
tYibute a penny. It was most unjust that a 
few people •had to bear a guara.ntee of 3 per 
cent. on a schemf'> involving millions of 
money, while the people in Brisbane and the 
citie' of Southern Queensland were not 
called upon to guarant.ee a penny. He did 
not think the people had had time to con­
side,r the matter, and were not aware of the 
provisions of the measure, and all informa­
tion possible should be given to members. 
The 1eports they han would not justify them 
spending £400 or £500, let, alone £4,000,000 

[Mr. Hamilton. 

or £5,000,000, and the proposal ,should be de­
ferred until plans and specifications had been 
laid before Parliament. 

The PREMIER thought hon. members 
would see from the di'<lussion which had 
taken place that the subject matter of the 
amendment had been fairly threshed out on 
the second reading. The amendment of the 
hon. member for i\faranoa was simply a 
negation of the whole Bill. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: No, no! 
The SELUETARY FOR RAILWAYS: And on 

which we took a vote at 3 o'clock on Satur­
day morning. 

The PRK\IIER: To accept this amend­
ment would simply mean that it would be 
foolish to go on and carry any other part of 
the Bill. If they had to stop in order to get 
plans and specifications the remainder of the 
Bill would be of no consequence. He did 
not say there was no reason in the hon. 
member's contention that they should not go 
on with this extensive scheme of railway 
devPlopment until the House had been shown 
plans and books of reference; he only said 
that they had had that matter threshed out 
very fully on the second reading. It was 
quite proper for the House to decide that it 
would not go on until it saw plans and speci­
fications. The Government. knew quite well 
the unusual thing they were asking the House 
to do. 

::\1r. J. i\f. HUNTER: That is not the only 
unusual thing. 

The PREMIER: They were asking a great 
deal from the House. They discussed the 
question whether it would not be better to 
go on with the plan,s and books of reference 
of the whole scheme before coming to the 
House at all, and it was quite evident that 
if they did that it would be a long time 
before anv railwa,v could be built. Their 
railway p,"ilicy ought to be carried out on a 
comprehensive plan, and the House should 
know what it was, and if, in connection with 
this proposal, they took the present ordinary 
met,hod of building our small railways, we 
would wait a long time. If they to.ok this 
method, and the House approved of 1t, then 
more than half, or probably two-thirds, of 
the railway would be built before it would 
be possible to get down plans and books of 
reference to the House. H was a matter for 
the House to ,settle, and he thought they had 
settled it on the second reading of the Bill. 
They were now in Committee, where they 
ought to consider the details of the scheme, 
as they had settled the principle. 

Mr. J. i\L HuNTER: That is one part of 
the detaiL 

The PREMIER : The thing had to be gone 
on with, and it was only the details of the 
scheme tha,t the Committee had now to 
s<>ttle. To accept this amendment would be 
simply to cancel the re,,t of the BilL 
Although it was quite correct in form, yet, 
strictly· speaking, it was not a matter .of 
detail for Committr>e. The House was qmte 
competent to ,say whether they were prepared 
to go on with the scheme, 

:\Ir. MAFGHAN: Is this to be a precedent 
for future railway Bills? 

The PREMIER : He thought it would be 
better to ask the next Government. 
(Laughter.) From all he could hear from 
the other side of the House. it would not be 
long before we should want another Go­
vernment. (Opposition laughter.) He hoped 
the Committee would not accept the amend-
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ment, and that a great deal of time would 
not be taken up in discussing what, after all, 
had been clealt with on the second reading. 

Mr. ~lANN was supporting the amend­
ment because he could quite dearly foresee 
that the Government might not require to 
come down to the House to get money passed 
until such time as they had- built ,so much of 
the railway that the route would be deter­
mined for the rest of the way. 'I'he hon. 
senior member for Townsville and the bon. 
member for Carnarvon both urged delay, and 
did not agree with the scheme in all tts de­
tails. The House• having on the second read­
ing affirmed the, principle of a Western rail­
way, they were quit., justified in asking the 
Government before the House adjourned, or 
at least before it met t'arly in the year, to 
come down with a certain portion of the 
plans and specifications, not necessarily for 
t-he whole route, hut for say, 40 miles from 
each starting point. .Th~ House could meet 
in May, and pass the Bill if it thought the 
route was justifiable. All the Premier wanted 
was to get the Bill through, so that he 
could drag the railway where he liked. When 
the Talwood-.Moonie line was being built the 
House had a sort of assurance that it would 
go through a quarter of a million acres of 
country cut up for selectors but the line 
went 12 miles from the block,' and they were 
coolly told, through the medium of the 
Press, when the House had adjourned, that 
the Government could not alter the !me be­
cause the House had approved of it. They 
got 1t tl,rough the House by political trick­
ery, and then said the Governor in Council 
oould not alter it. He himself should vote 
against the Bill because he did not believe 
in it, but the House should have the specifi­
cations before them. There had been many 
attempts to alter the route of a railway wh:ch 
the House had agreed to, and every week he 
was receiving letters from people on the 
'I'olga-,Johnstone line who wanted the line 
to. t:>ke a certain course .. If they gave the 
Mm'"tcr and the CommissiOner a free hand, 
t~ey could_ make the railway go in a zig-zag 
du-ectwn, If they hked', to suit a subscriber 
to the People's Progre•sive League, who 
always gave them a coach and four to drive 
them about. 

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Order! 

Mr .. M~NN: They had only to travel over 
any lme m Queensland to find that it could 
have been taken in a better direction Take 
the line between Tolga and Atherton: They 
ran round about, and left the station in a 
hole, just to oblige a landowner. They 
&hould have plans a.nd specifications before 
i ~em before th_ey voted any money for this 
!me.. If they dtd not get the plans and speci­
ficatiOns, the Government had sufficient 
m~ney_ to go on with the line, and would 
build It where they pleased. and they could 
then come and say, " We have put this rail­
way GO or 70 miles out, and must continue it 
now." For the reasons he had given he 
would support the amendment. 

Mr. RYLAND: He disagreed with the 
statement of the Premier that the amend­
ment would have the effpct of wipin!.\ out the 
whole Bill. The amendment simply meant 
that as each seetion was to be gone on with, 
then the plans and spec:fications should be 
tabled and approwd of by Parliament. The 
plans and specifications could not possibly be 
oompleted before June next: Parliament 
could then meet in J\Tay, as that was the 

proper time to meet, and it could pass the 
,plans and specifications. It was too much 
to ask the House to accept the Bill without 
having any plans and specifications placed 
before them. He always gave his attention 
to every railway that was passed by the 
House, and on one occasi<«"l when the book 
of refprence was taken away he felt it neces­
sary to vote against the rail way be.ca use of 
that. He referred to the railway to the 
Isis. He did not know who took that 
book awayrwhether it was the bon. membe·r 
for Maryborough or anybody else-but he 
had to vote against the line because that 
book was missing, and he did not have an 
opportunity of seeing it. One privilege after 
.another was be:ng taken a" ay from the 
Opposition, and here was another. The plans 
and specifications should be laid on the table· 
-of the House before they could do anything. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It. would 
take three years to do anything. 

:ur. RYLAND: He did not see how it 
could take three years. The amendment 
would not bear that interpretation at all. The 
amendment was not to wait until the whole 
scheme was perfected, but to go on with 
each section as it was r·eadv. He would vote· 
for the amendment. · 

~Ir. O'Sl:LLIVA::"i supported the amend­
ment. He did not believe in giving a blank 
cheque at all, and this was merely a blank 
cheque. Last year, although a new mem­
ber, whenever a railway was going through. 
the House he. always took the opportunity of 
•asking the member through whose electorate 
it went about the eng;neering difficulties, if 
any, or any other information connected with 
it, and in that way they enlightened him 
a.nd guided him, and he was fortified further­
by the plans and specifications laid on the 
table of the House. They were going in for· 
'a big railway policy, but with regard to this 
railway it was going in the da.rk completely. 
It •acd in the clause-

The Commissioner is hereby authorised and 
directed to prepare the plans ::1nd thereupon pro­
ceed with the construction of the said railway. 

Parliament should see these plans and approve· 
of them. They had it from the Minister and 
from the Premier that this railway would not 
be proceeded with for seven years. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: No, no! 
Mr. O'SULLIVAN: Several hon. members. 

on the other side said so, and it was also 
stated by the hen. member for \Voolloon­
gabba. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: No. He· 
said it would be seven years before it was 
completed. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: Why should they com­
mit themselves to a great big railway policy 
like this without knowing where they were 
going? He would not agree to that. What 
would a member on the Government side 
think if a railway were being built into his 
electorate and there were no plans and 
specifications accompanying the proposal? If 
he could not tell his constituents where the· 
railway was going to they would be up in 
arms against him. They had no idea where 
this railway was going. It was no use the 
Minister holding up the map to him, as the 
ordinary man out,;ide could not understand 
from the map. This railway scheme had been 
hatched during the last recess, and there 
would be another big scheme hatched in the 
next recess. They knew. that railways had 
been gerrymandered in Queensland in the past 

llfr. O'Sullivan.] 
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to such an extent that the State lost £6,000,000 
over them. Here they were going in for 
another big railway, and there was no pos­
sibility of it paying for a number of years. 
He had no particular interest in the railway, 
as it would not affect his constituents, except 
as taxpayers. He hoped the amendment would 
be carried. 

Mr. FERRICKS hoped the amendment 
would be carried, as it was a vt>ry reasonable 
and a very sensible one. The arguments ad­
vanced by the Government were not worthy 
of Parliament, who were supposed to be the 
representatives of the people. The Minister 
for Railways in referring to the fact that Mr. 
Amos went very quickly over the proposed 
route in a motor-car, sneeringly remarked that 
if he had gone over the country in an aero­
plane it would have been better still. That 
was a ridiculous argument to advance. He 
hoped the Minister would give them some 
arguments as to why they should pass the 
railway without the plans and books of re­
ference being placed on the table before them. 
'The autocratic manner adopted by the head 
of the Government was well illustrated the 
other night· when he said-

I can take a vote without speaking. If I am 
interrupted again, there is not a mun will speak 
on this side- of the lfouse. 

That was not the kind of legiBlation that the 
people wanted. They did not want railways 
forced on them without the plans tt'1d hocks 
of reference. This big railway wa' being 
constructed in the moneyed intere,ts, and they 
were being asked to consent to it without 
having the plans and book of referc,1ce beforc 
them. Thev did not want the railway ram­
med dov. n their throats wit.hout anv infol·ma­
tion at all. It did not reflect mt!ch on the 
indepcndence of the han. mGJnuers opp•>-ite 
when thev allowed the· Premier to talk like 
he did. ·They heard a good deal about the 
Labour caucus, but the Labour party only 
knew the ABC of caucus rule compHed with 
the other side. The Labour party. at any 
rate, formE>d their own interpretations, but 
mem~rs opposite had theirs formed by the 
Premier, who in turn had his formed for him 
by the moneyed intere<.ts of Brisbane. (Hear, 
heo.r !) ThE> people of Queensland ehould lJ~ 
consulted before the Bill was passed. The 
Gow'rnment had not got a mandate from the 
people to go in for work of SUi'h a nla~ni­
tude. One han. mcmhJr opposit0 ,,aid it 
would be soyen yca1·s bdore the railway "·as 
completed. 

The ACTING CHAIR:\LAN: Ord"1:! The 
hon. member is reallv making a seconJ-rc:J.d­
ing; speech. The question before the Cnm 
mittee is the PTJ18ndment that nlans be sub­
mitted to Parliament for its approval. 

J\Ir. FERRICKS: In all the railway'> that 
he had seen passed nrevi•m;ly they were f ~· 
companied by plans, bookct of referon<ee. < 'ti­
mat.0s of cost, etc., and that information 

should be ,,upplied in this <as'· 
[9 p.m.] Parliament should not be a.;\<ed 

to buy a ''pig in a pok-e." T'}:le 
reason that they wcr<e not g-oin'l' to have a 
special session of Parliament to deal w.ith this 
particular propo a! w~;, that the Premier ''as 
going on his celf-invit<>d trip to the corona­
tion. There should be another sescion e.tdy 
next yeo,r-in i\Iay-and in thP meantime 
plans and specifications and other information 
should be prepared. He did not think even 
that was sufficient; he thought the (lueshon 
should be nut to the people, and he believt>d 
they would say cmphatic:tlly "No," if tl•cy 
were asked whether this railwo.y should be 

[j}fr. O'Sullivan. 

constructed or not. This " pig-in-a-poke" busi­
ness was not in the interests of Que.msland. 
and he was going to support the· amendment. 

Mr. HARDACRE thought the Minister 
might accept this most reasonable proposal. 
He understood that the objection to the 
amendment was that it would cause delay in 
the construction of the railway. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS; It would 
destroy the pr-oposal altogether. 

Mr. HARDACRE: He did not think it 
would even delay the construction of the 
railwa v to any great extent, because before 
any pint of the line could he eomtructed 
a Loan Bill would have to be passed, and 
at least a part of the loan floated. That 
could not be done much before the beginning 
of next session, and in .the mf'antime plans 
and sections could be prepared and more 
information obtained. There had been no 
survey of the line, and they had no idea 
of the cost. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You have 
the cost in the Commissioner's report. 

Mr. HARDACRE: What was stated 
there was no criterion. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: There is 
also Mr. Amos's report. 

Mr. HARDACRE: :Mr. Amos had not 
been along the route. He was ,afraid there 
would be enormous cost in bridging some of 
those wide shallow rivers that were from 
50 to 100 miles wide in flood time. The 
cost of the bridge . work might amount to 
millions. If it was to be a low-level line--

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It is to be 
a low-level line. 

:Yir. HARDACRE: Thev should have some 
better estimate of the cost. Another fear he 
had was that the cross section might cro~s 
some range, unless ,a proper survey was made 
and further information obtained. He was 
not surprised at the Government refusing .tc 
listen to all rea·">On, because they knew from 
certain things that had appeared in the 
Press that the route was fixed in the same 
wav as the route of a certain railway was 
fixou bv Peter the Great~by calling for a 
map and striking a scraight line as indicat­
ing where the line was to be built. Did not 
the Premier declare that he conceived this 
idPo. some years ago, and that Lord Chel_ms­
ford told him he ought to bring it before 
Parliament? Anybody reading between the 
lines of Mr. Amos's report could s8e that 
Mr. Amos was instructed in Tegard to the 
Premier's opinion and was expected to bring 
in a report in accordance with that opinion. 
His report was a mere echo of the Premier's 
,~iews. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The Pre· 
n1ier never savv Mr. _\rnos. 

:Yir. HARDACRE : My word, he did ! 
Mr. CoRSER: Mr. Amos is not the man to 

report to ord<>r. That is not fair to him. 
Mr. HARDACRE: Another thing, unless 

th0 Govc1nmcnt got full power this sm-sion 
to borrow this mnney "it'hout bringing it 
before Parliament. again, the Premier could 
not place a loan in the hands of the under­
writers next year while he was engineering 
the whole thing in the old country. He 
prophesied that the adoption of this scheme 
would be followed by the Premier going 
home to the old country between then and 
next seosion t-o engineer the loan which 
would be necessary for the construction .of 
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ihis railway, and that was the reason why 
the Government wanted full power to build 
the railway without laying ·the plans and 
book of reference before Parliament. He 
.should support the amendment, and he hoped 
the people would take note of how reason· 
able amendments were rejected by the Go· 
vernment, and how the Government would 
~pend mm;ey in building railways, and go in 
10r a policy of borrow, boom, and burst .. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR RAILWAX.S 
wished to say again that Mr. Amos had re- · 
wived no instructions from the Premier or 
himself, but, as one of the most trusted sur­
veyors of the Railway Department, was given· 
a free hand to go west and report on the best 
methods of giving railway communication to 
those portions of \V estern Queensland. It 
was most unjust for hon. members whether 
they meant it or not, to attack a public ser­
vant when that public 'Crvant had no means 
of defending himself; and while he was 
:Minister for Railways he would defend any 
officer of the department attacked in that 
way. The attack of the hon. member for 
Leichhardt on J\lr. Amos was absolutely un­
justifiable. 

Mr. HARDACRE: The whole thing he had 
contended for was admitted bv the Minister 
when he said that Mr. Amos got instructi011~ 
from him, not to report on tlw advisablene" 
of constructing a railway in 'vVestern Queens­
land, bu~ on. the best means of giving railway 
commumcatron to that country. That showed 
that Mr. Amos had to recommend a railway 
through that country. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That IS 
Vlhat he wont there for. 

Mr. HARDACRE: Of course it was· he 
went there in order to report on a raiiwav 
throul'\'h that country, and he came back anJ 
reported in . favour of such a railway, iu 
accordance w1th the· hon. gentleman's instruc­
tions. :Mr. Amos did not recommend a route 
for the railway, except within a wide area. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He delinG­
ates the route he suggests on that plan. 

Mr. HARDACRE: The :\Iinister had not 
fojlowed that TOute, and, as he had already 
sa1d, i\Ir. Amos was instructed to report on 
the b~st !'leans of constructing a railway in 
that d1strwt, and not on the advisableness of 
building a railway theTe. 

i\Ir. LAND was in favour of the amen,]­
ment. He had referred to Mr. Amos and 
his report in a previous debate but had not 
attacked that gentleman. Wha't he said v·as 
that Mr. Amos could not make a report in 
favour of this particular route, and produce 
logical arguments in favour of such a report 
after meTely travPlling through the country 
by means of a motor-car. 

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Order! W c 
are not discussing the route of the railway 
just now, but an amendment proposed by the 
hon. membe;· for Maranoa. 

Mr. L~\~D : As he understood the amend­
ment, it was that the plans and specificatious 
of the route should be placed before Parlia­
ment for ratification, and he contended that 
it was impo&sible for any m~ln to cstin1ate 
the cost of this railway unless he had been 
over every inch of the country. :\Ir. Amos 
could write just as good a rpport as any othf'l· 
man could under the circumstances in whid1 
he saw the country, but a r·eport made und<Jr 
such circum3tances was not sufficient to justify 
hon. members in voting for the railway. 
They would be practically robbing the public 

of Queensland if they voted for the railway 
on the slender information which had been 
supplied to the House. He was as sure as 
he was a living man to-day that £4,50{),000 
would never build the proposed railway. The 
line would cross the whole of the rivers and 
watercourses in that country, consequently, 
unless a man went over every mile he could 
not possibly tell what the cost would be. He 
did not think that Mr. Amos, with the know­
ledge he had of the country, was competent 
to niake an estimate of the cost. 

Mr. FOLEY intended to support the 
amendment, as it was a very reasonable one: 
It simply asked that before proceeding with 
the construction of that railway, plans should 
be submitted to Parliament for its approval. 
Under the clause as it stood it was imuemtive 
on the Commissioner to prepare phLns and 
thereupon forthwith proceed with the con­
struction of the whole of the 1,282 miles cf 
railway, to cost something like £4,000,000· or 
£5,000·,000 of money. It was unreasonable 
for any Government to expect the Committee 
to acc0pt such a proposal as that without 
protest. Never in the history of Parliament 
had they been asked to vote such an t:nor­
mous sum of money to build such an expen­
sive piece of railway without plans and books 
of reference being submitted to the House 
for its approval. As he had stated befe;re, 
the Government were proceeding along panic 
lines; it was nothing short of panic legisla­
tion to ask the Committee, in the dying 
hours of the session, to pass such an enor­
mous sum of money as was involved in the 
construction of the 'railway, as had been ad­
mitkd by the engineer whom the Min[.,;tcr 
said was a very efficient engineer. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He does 
not make reports to order either. 

Mr. FOLEY: He did not say he did, but it 
was impossible for Mr. Amos, good man as 
he might be, to have gone into all the details 
of the route, and it was madness on the part 
of the Government to expect the Committee 
to pass the clause authorising the Comrris­
sioner to forthwith uroceed with the omstruc­
tion of the line. The Government would be 
wise in accepting the amendment and allow­
ing the matter to stand over till next session 
-until plans and books of refCl·ence of the 
different sections that Government wa•1ted to 
proceed with were laid on the talJle. He had 
very much pleasure in supporting the amend­
ment. 

RoN. R. PHILP (Tou'nsville) hoped the 
Committee would not agree to the amend­
ment. If the Bill was pass·ed, the Govern­
ment could not build a mile of railway until 
the Committee provided the money for it, 
and they would have an oppor!unity year 
after year to vote the money reqmrcd for the 
ensuing twelve months. , So the Houq0 had 
complete control of the building of the rail­
way every year. 

Mr. HARDACRE: Won't we pass a Loan Bill 
this year? 

HoN. R. PHILP: They passed a Loan Bill 
in 1884 to borrow £10,000,000, and some of 
that money w'as not spent yet. 

:vir. MuRPHY: £500,000 wa.s voted in my 
electorate which we are not likely to get. 

RoN. R. PHILP: Yes, for the Cloncurry 
line, and another £500,000 for the via recta 
which had not been spent, and some had been 
voted for his own electorate which had not 
been spent. 

Mr. HARDACRE: What is the objection to 
this amendment in that case? · 

Han. R. Philp.l 
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HaN. R. PHILP: It would mean deiay. 
He took it that by passing the Bill they 
would be showing the country and the whole 
of Australia that they had a definite railway 
policy in front of them-not necessarily that 
they were going to build it mile by mile, as 
shown on the plan. The Government were 
asking permission to deviate 20 miles on 
either side. He hoped that the whole of the 
line would be built, as it would be a splendid 
thing for Queensland. He· did not agree. with 
the details of the Bill, but rather than lose 
the Bill he would see it carried out as it 
was. As he had said, the House had full con­
trol of the building of the railway, as they 
c~mld only vote one year's expenditure at a 
time. 

l.\1r. HARDACRE: Ye3: but you can invoh·e 
an expenditure before that t:me. 

HaN. R. PHILP: They could not build 
more than a few miles of railway each year. 
It was a fair thing for the House to say 
where the line would start from. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It says so 
in the Bill. 

RoN. R. PHILP: It was proposed to com­
mence at four points, and during the next 
twelve months they could not build more 
than 150 miles of railway. Divide that by 
four, ':nd how far had they gone? Then the 
Committee would have reports next year of 
the construction-of what had been done, 
and what the Government intended doing. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: There is a 
special clause in the Bill providing that the 
Commissioner shall furnish a report each 
year. 

HaN. R. PHILP: So far as he could see, 
the plan submitted to hon. members was 
just as much a plan as what they usually 
saw. When ·the plan, specifications, and 
books of reference were tabled, it was only 
the plan that hon. members looked at, so 
that they could see where the line was going 
to. If, during the next twelve months, it 
was found that they had made a mistake­
that the reports showed that the line should 
go in some other direction, then the Com­
mittee could alter it, but in the meantime 
it was a line to connect the Western part of 
Queensland with the coast, and he thought 
every member of the Committee believed 
that that was a good thing. Personally, he 
would like to see the line -go some other way, 
but he would go with the majority. They 
could not go very far wrong. Parliament 
had not done so in the past. They had 
sp<;nt. something like £25,000,000 in railway 
bmldmg, and they had made very few mis· 
ctakes indeed. 

Mr. HARDACRE: What about the Central 
line? 

RoN. R. PHILP: The Central line is a 
well-pay.ing line. The only line in the Cen­
tral district that did not pay was the Spring­
sure l<ino, in the hon. member's own electo­
rate. 

Mr. HARDACRE: That is not my fault. 
It was a political job. 

l-ION. R. PHILP: He did not know as 
he was not in the House at the time the 'line 
was built, but he knew that the contractor 
wJ:o was at present living in Rockhampton: 
smd the Government had him for anv 
amount of money over that line. · 

Mr. HARDACRE: It was a political job 
right through. 

[Han. R. Philp. 

RoN. R. PHILP : Perhaps it did not go 
far enough. They had spent abou.t 
£25,000,000 in railway building, and they 
were getting from .t,hem sufficient revenue· 
within a few pounds to pay the interest. 
J,nd look at the infinite amount of good the 
expenditure of that money had done for 
Queensland ! Where would they have been 
without those railways; and the lines that 
paid bc-;t were the main lines to Charleville, 
Longreach, Cloncurry, and Winton. They 
had opem•d up an enormous quantitv of 
country; and all those lines were opposed, 

as the present line was being 
[9.30 p.m.] opposed; and he thought every 

member of the House now ad­
mitted tha.t. those were splendid lines to· 
build, and if they went on those lines they 
could not go very far wrong. He thought 
·it was a good thing to show the other States. 
what they were doing. If they could stop 
that desert line from Oodnadatta to Pine· 
Creek, it would be a good thing for Aus­
tralia. 

~lr. FERRICKS: You hav€ not got a chance 
of stopping it. 

HaN. R. PHILP: If we could not, it would 
be a bad thing for Australia. It would be a 
good thing to take the line near the Northern 
Territory, where there wa• the b<'st countrv 
in South Australia. The best country wa:s, 
on our border, near Camooweal. If we tL•ok 
a line there, he thought the Federal Govern­
ment had sufficient common sense to know 
that the best junction they could make was 
from Pine Creek to Camooweal. That would 

, be a transcontinental railway for the whole of 
the Eastern part of Australia. The people of 
South Australia offered a.n enormous .:(uantity 
of land to get a line built from the Northern 
Territory to South Australia, hut no one 
would take it up, and he did not behove the 
Federal Government would ever build that 
railway. :VIr. Hughes, the present acting 
Federal Prime i\Iinister, said distinctly thai 
the agreement with the South Australian Go­
vernment would permit them to take the line 
through Queensland if they wished. 

:VIr. ALLEN: Yes; but tha.t is Birdsvillt'. 
HoN. R. PHILP: They could p:o from 

Camooweal to Dirdsville if they liked, bttt if 
they met at Camooweal it would be a splen­
did thing for the people of Australia. If they 
could adopt better routes, let them do it, but 
at the present time it would be very unwise 
to hang the Bill up by asking for plans and 
specifications, because they were controlli,-,p: 
the building of the line so long as they had 
the- right to vote the money every year. 

The ACTING CHAIRMAN indicated that the 
hon. member's time had expired. 

:i\Ir. HARDACRE: The bon. member for 
Townsville gave as a.n argume>at against the 
amendment, that we did not ,,,ant phns and 
specifications because we could vote the 
mone¥ for the line at the ond of every 
session. If that was a good reason, it was a 
good reason against the plans and specifica­
tions of any railway, because we had E'xact]y 
the same kind of control over our other ra.il­
ways. The reason why plans and sprwifica­
tions were introduced was for rhe ptupose of 
givin~ Parliament information Lefore the ex­
penditure was sanctioned, and it was not, 
sufficient safeguard to merely have the pov·er 
at the close of the session in which the ncon<ey 
had been expended to say "yes" or "no.,,. 
They were forced to agree to it then bC'ca,use 
the money had been expended. In regard to 
the point that 2\Ir. Amos had no instructi•)llS, 
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he thought that the instructions were involved 
in the first paragraph of the report, which 
stated-

Sir,-Acting under instructions contained in your 
memo. of 13th May last, I have examined the 
country from the vicinity of Hungerford to Cameo­
weal and Cloncurry, with a view to locating the 
best position for a railway to serve this country, 
and also having in view the possibility of the line 
eventually becoming part of a transcontinental 
railway from the Southern States to Burketown 
or Port Darwin. 

It was clear from that paragraph that thB 
Minister sent him along that particular route 
from Hungerford to Cnmooweal, to report as 
to the best linB in that locality, which in· 
valved the fact that the report was rr,Dde 
to order. 

The TREAS1cRER: He was given two pomts. 
Mr. HARDACRE: He had to go in a 

particular locality, and he was also tmable to 
say that no railway should be constructed. 

The 'rRllASURER: The transcontinental line 
was mentioned in the Governor's Speech last 
year. 

J\Ir. HARD/\CRE: And the surveyor vms 
sent along that route to report on a railway 
along that route. He would take two para· 
graphs in ::\Ir. Amos's report with regard to 
rivers alone-

Cooper's Creek is the principal watercourse to 
be crossed, ancl it, like other watercourses in the 
"\~lest of queensland, has no sharp decided channel, 
but CC?llSlsts of numerous billabongs, which in 
:Rood time overflow and cover the country with 
s~alloyv Vtater for miles. Cooper's Creek in fiood 
time IS 8 or 10 miles wide just above \Vindorah 
but rapidly spreads out below that town, and dow,; 
~,~'d~'~t t1:es~order is said to be nearly 100 miles 

.The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: .Follow on 
w1th what he says. 

::'.lr. HARDACRE: It was too awkward to 
build a line along- that river without informa­
t;on. Then he said-

There being no real engineering difficulties on 
the line other than bridge work, it has been located 
for a minimum amount of same. 

That was the whole trouble---immensB bridge­
work across shallow rivers. He went cr1 in 
his supplementary report-

In my repol"t of the 19th ultimo, I g-ave what I 
thought was sufficient data for arriving at the 
cost of the line from Hungerford to Camooweal, 
if built on the low~Ievel system, and I have nothinO' 
to add to that information, except, perhaps, t~ 
mention that at the Cooper and Diamantina Cross~ 
ings the water gets away very slowly, and in 
consequ,,nce a low-level line mav, on an average 
of once in every six or eight years, be flooded for 
as long as a month or six weeks at a time. Both 
these watercourccs are on the 510 miles of line 
fiiat it is suggested to leave over for future con~ 
sideration. 

The ACTING CHAIR!IIA:s- in die:> ted that the hon. 
member's time had expired, 

Mr. :FERRIOKS : If they were asked to 
con-ent to the linking np of lineR, without accom­
panying plans and specifications and books of 
reference which cm1e before Parliament for rati­
fic«tion, he would say 1t would not be ri~ht; but, 
in that case, we sbonld be well infnrmed about 
the country to be tra.-ersecl ! hrough thesu con­
nections and the dight extensions we't which 
would naturally follow. It was ab3urd for the 
Government or any member of the Govemment 
party to bolster up their attitude in forcing 
them to pas< this Bill without Parliament 
having the right to ratify the descriptions. 
That was a very poor argument. L•wk at 
Queensland's past history in connection with 
rail ways! Although they had a large mileage of 
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railways, the Queensland legislators of the past 
made serious blunder;; in connection with the 
railways. They succeeded in closing ports. 
They had closed two of the best ports of 
Queensland-Bowen and Gladstone-and by 
this mil way propoFal they would shut out Gulf 
ports altogether, if the line were extended to 
Pine Creek. They would also have smothered up 
the port of Cairns, only that the past legislators of 
Queensland participated in the jobbery which 
went on in connection with the syndicate lines 
running into that port. When the Federal Par­
liament built railways they would not pass them 
without firot h>tving plans and specifications to go 
by. He believed in the defence of Australia, and 
he hoped the Federal Parliament would gor•n with 
their transcontinental railway, which would be 
a transcvntinental railway. They had no chance 
whatever of checkmatir,g the :Federal Parlia­
ment with its transcontinental line, beoauoe it 
would be built just the same whether this trans· 
Queensland railway was built or not 

The SECRETARY J;'OR PGBLIC LANDS: \Ve are 
not C,lllcerned with what they do, 

:Mr. FERRICKS: And the Federal Parlia­
ment was not concerned with the State's line. 
The hon. gentleman only looked at the matter 
from the point of view of the moneyed interests in 
the pJpnlous cities while the :Federal Parliament, 
looked at it through national eyes. No member 
on the other side of the House should talk about 
the caucu< after the exhibition of the Premier 
the other night. 

The ACTING CHAIRMA~ : Order! The 
quest,ion befme the Cummittee is the amendment 
that the plans be submitted. 

Mr. :FERRICKS: 'I'he procedure that they 
had be,m witnessing was one of the strongest 
things that could be ad voc"tH1 for the abolition 
of the State Parliament. Parliament was being 
reduced to a farce. They had the Premier 
comiPg in a"d dictating to them and s"ying, 
"This shall be dor,e." Tbat was reducing 
legislation to a farce, and was not representation 
of the P' ople, bn o despotism. They were 
asked to as,ent to thc; railway when it was not 
accomJ a•,ied by b .. oks of reference and plans. 
That wa" not a fair deal to the State when 
they were dealing with a work of such 
a magnitude. l'adiarnent was not supplied 
with the information it was entitled to have 
before committing itself to ll JCOlicy of Buch 
magnitude. They were told the cast would be 
£4,500,000, but it WGU'd be nearer .£6,000,000 or 
£7,000,000. They were told that ?vlr. Amos had 
a free hand in his report, but, as a matter of 
fad, the Premier outlined the whole scheme at 
the annual dinn•'r of the Brisbane Ch~mb'r of 
Commerce before Mr. Amos went out West at 
all. 

The AcTING CHAIRMAN indicated that the 
bon. member's time had expired. 

Mr. ALLE=": He ha•l not heard any logical 
argument brought forward againso the amend­
ment. Sometime" when they made haste slowly 
they m'lde haste none the less mrely, and that 
would apply to this particular case. The 
Premier said they could have t!lP line h:.lf built 
before the plan,, were prepared. If such was the 
case, they rrnu;t be going to gt:>.t a spurt on, and 
must be going t1 do the work much quicker than 
thfly wer~~ d1Jing it nn the Tara. line; which had 
only been proceeding at the rate of 20 miles 
a year. At that rate, if the \Vestern Railway 
would be half built before the plans were pre­
pared, the plans wnuld not be finished for thirty 
year,. He did not eee why the public should not; 
be given eVf'ry information about the matter. 
They bad been told that the work could not be 
gone on with unless the loan money was voted 

Mr. B. F. 8. -'lllm.j 
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every year. SurPly when the money was voted 
they could see the plans ! If the plans were 
prepared it was just as well for the House 
to see them. Tbe members wLo were interested 
in the different lines wanted to have a look 
at them, and the information thev would 
gather w~uld ?~ o.f con,iderable ad vantage 
to them m cnt1c;smg the loan vote to be 
spent on the work. He did not se1 whv any 
Government caucus should prevent theni' from 
accepting such '' reas,,nable ameudment. It 
was childish the way they were acting to check­
ma_te the Federal Govenment. The scheme was 
partly a .hit at. the Federal Parliament, as they 
had receiVed hm•s to that effect all along. First 
they had the interjection of the bon. member for 
Musgrave, then they bad it from the bon. mem­
?er for Rosewood, and then that night they had 
1t from the hon. member f<>r Townsville who 
told them not to bother abuut the 'plans 
but to get in quick and thfly might bav~ 
a c]1ance of stopping the desert railway. 
If that was the reason for refuoing to mpply 
plans-the need for hurry-that was no reason 
at all. If the Icederal Parliament wanted to 
build a line to Pine Creek, they W\)uld ao sn, no 
matter what other lines were built. lL was not 
good b~1siness for Queens.lnnd. to s' a~t building 
any ra1lway w1thout spemficatwns bemg laid on 
the table. He bad a letter from one of his con­
stituents referring to one particular section of 
the line, and stating that pontorms would be 
required at certain times; and he wanted to know 
where those pontoons would have to be u<ed. 
Mr. Amos never saw the tY.uto from \Valla! to 
Tobermory ; and he was prenared to say that if 
his report was not made t~ order, l\Ir. Amos 
knew what was wanted. No bon. member 
would start any work in his nri vate business 
without thrashing· out every d~tc<il; and what 
right had they to mcnr the expenditure of a very 
large sum of public money without fnll informa­
tion? What right had they to start the 
building of a railway costing £-1,ii00,000-
which was mere guesswork-with"u' any plans 
at ali? \Vas it business?, \Vas it common 
sense? There could be c!llly one answer ; and 
every member who was true to the interests of 
his constituents would vote for the amendment. 

Mr. :FERRICKS: With reference to the con­
struction of a transcontinental line by the 
Federal Government, early in the session the 
Premier was a'ked if the Federal Government 
would bring their line in to (lueensland territory 
and he said he would like to see them do so-a~ 
if it would be a shoeking impertinence. Did the 
Premier still think it would be a shocking imper­
tinence? 

Question-That the words proposed to be 
omitted (Jl£1·. J. ft{. H-unter's amendment) stand 
part of the clause-put; and the Committee 
divided:-

AYES, 34. 

J\Ir. Allan ~[r. Hodge 
, Appel , Hunter, D. 
, Barnes, G. P. , Keo~h 
, Barnes, W. H. , Kidston 

Booker , :!\'Iac}!rtney 
Bouchard " Mackintosh 
Brennan J) Paget 

, Bridges , , I)etrie 
Corser , , Philp 
Cattell , Roberts 

, Cribb " Somerset 
Denham , , Stodart 

u Forrest , Swayne 
Forsyth Thorn 

, Grayson , Tolmie 
Gunn " "V\ hite 

, Hawthorn ,, Wienbolt 
Tellers: Mr. Cotte!land l\ir. D. Hunter. 

i,Mr. B. F. S. Allen. 

:\Ir. Allen 
Breslin 

,, Collins 

NOEti, 23. 

Crawford 
Ferricks 
Foley 
Hamilton 
Hardacre 
Hunter, J. JI:I. 
Land 
Lennon 
Mann 

::U:r. Maughan 
, l\Iay 
.~ :\'lutcahy 

Mullan 
, Murphy 

Nevnt 
, O'Sullivan 
, Payue 
,, Ityan 
., Ryland 
, Winstanley 

Telle>-s: ~Ir. Collins and Mr. Nevitt. 
PAIRS. 

Ayes-Mt'. Rankin, :J.Ir. Fox, a1Hllir. Morgan. 
:Noes-1\:Ir. Douglas, :l\fr. Blair, and Mr. Lesina. 
Resolved in the affirmative. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: This was a very im­
portant part of the Bill. He was not present 
when the second reading was before the House 
but he wished to say that he entirely agreed with 
the general principle of the scheme which the 
Bill laic! down. 
. Several H.oNOURABLE ME>!BERS being engJ,ged 
1n conversation, 

The ACTING CHAIRJ\L~N: Order! I can 
hardly hear the hon. member for the conversa­
tion that is going on. 

Mr. MACARTNEY : He was down at Sydney 
and Melbourne durin.; the la&t week, and he 
noticed that the scheme c"mpdstcl in this 

measure was the theme of general 
LlO p.m.] discn>,ion. The scheme was re· 

gardecl as one which w~ts very n1uch 
in the interest cf t-lneensland and of the whole 
ot Anstralia. As a member representino· tt 

Sonthern C•>n"tituency, he thonght he '"', c~llt·d 
upon, though supporting the schernegenerallv to 
dtrect attention to the effect v. ltich the pro!>~sa] 
m;ght have on the constituency he represented 
and on Southern Qnfen,land gener,,llv. Anyone 
looking at the plan attached to the Bill rnust 
come to the conclusion that tbere were consider­
~ble alterations in _the scheme originally laid 
down for the extens1•ms of mil ways in (,.)ueens­
land. Extensions dne weso to Charleville 
Longreach, and \Vinton had hitherto been de: 
cided upon as rart of a definite scheme of railway 
construction, bnt the present scheme showed 
comid£r,~ble alterations in regard to general 
policy, and, as far as he conld gaober from read­
ing the reports of the debate on the second 
reading,. it. had not been f~1lly E,xplained upon 
what pnomple those alteratrons had been arrived 
at. There was one general statement made in 
the report, which was slightly accentuated in the 
debate, and that was that each district. was ~on­
nected as nearly as possible with it own natural 
port. 

Mr. NEVITT: That is not so. 

Mr. MACARTNEY : No doubt that was 
app~oximately w, bnt the scherrie adopted in the 
ear her days of the State had led to the establish­
ment of c,•nditions in connection with trarle to 
different ports. which thi~ scheme seemed likely 
to upset. Whrle he adm1tted that the Chamber 
of CommercE', representing the business intertsts 
of B.risbace, held that the scheme generally was 
a farr one all round, and that no diversion 
of trade would take place, he rnnst say that 
he had heard from many persons that there 
would be considerable diversion of trade if the 
scheme was adopted. His purpose in spe~king 
now was more in the first instance to elicit some 
inform::ttion which would justify the departure 
from the condition of things which had resulted 
from rall way connections with different ports. 
He h~d heard it distinctly stated that the trade 
of Wmdorah came, and had come durino- recent 
years, to Brisbane; and he had he;rd it d~finitely 
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stated that cattie and other stock from stations 
n:")rth-west of vVindnrah still C!1rne to Brisbane, 
notwithstnmding their nean•r proxin_dty to 
Townsville and the Central district. If that 
was so, the matter required sorne explanation 
b•?fore they made mch a considerable alteration 
in the exidting Ctmdition as vvas propo~fd in the 
Bill. Brisbane b'ing tht~ c ;.pi tal of the Stat a, 
and having special f.,ci!iti<s for trade, it \\1ld 

qnite rea;onal>le tn :-uppoee that it would be a 
eon\·enience for settlers out in the western dis­
trict, abou'. \Vind.>ra.h, to bring their trade to 
Brisbane, if they cnuld possibly do so. 

Mr. LENNON: That b-ing so, s'·10u'd not Bris­
bane he included in the benefited area? 

Mr. MAC \RTNEY: He was not diecus;ing 
the question of the benefit< d area now. He knew 
that when such questi ,ns arose certain n~.enibers 
alwa)s cried cut about the arlvantages which 
Brisbane enjoyed "s the capital of the State ant! 
the seat of population. All he could eay was 
that, wJratE\'er attitutle members might take up 
with reg,;- d tn Brisbane, the membe<s repre­
<mnting Brisbane and the metrop.,lit an el~ctoratcs 
bad never been backward in "upporting- the ex­
penditure of money in "ny part of th0 S atie, no 
rnatter how !-.lnall its r·opulation might be, :.~nd 
he did nnt think it wa; a nice or proper thing 
for rnernber::; t11 be always making that IJUrti­
cular point ab1•ut Br!sUanP. Tl1ere wert.,; not only 
the righls and intere,ts of the peopk, of South 
·Queem~bnd to bet 11!Bider..-d in this rna,lter, ln.1G 
the rights and in ert>b' s of JWrson·:o~ ,.u~~~u~, and 
if it was ~Lny a:l vantage t1) them tn ha\- ~ dirt>ct 
communication VI ith the c tpitul of t}v~ ~Gu.te, tbdr 
interests should Ue coJJbidPred. 1\.,r; on[, Wtld 

Brisbane a place which uffc1E!d supe-dor ,_.~:dvan­
tages to l eopl~~ 11Ht \V1 S , hnt the !)laces 8l•mg t.bf'. 
:ruute on the Darling- Dv" n.; and ::\Iardnoa offered 
the \Vest a n1nrk· t ftH' tlu-ir stocl\. 'I h .. r \i! \vay 
.also offered the peop!e of I) trlL g TJ,l\1'B~ ~nd t[;e 
sonth-ea.<ern di;<rit~t a na·.HJS for H:ll ling their 
produce to the we,ter n Co!Ulltl yin time,;;; of drought. 
rrhl)88 were matttr~ al•j() \v·hich rcqnir._d con­
sideration. lie \Vas nnt g-oing to entt>r on a lm1g 
discu.;;sinn, but h~ \Vi .... :if'd to ::;ay that tt>3 line, 
as indicated on t! e vlan sho\ving a dip down to 
Tobermory, wnnld, if it bl:'c ,me part. of the 
transc mtiuental linP, m'"7J.n tl a~ the lJeorJle 
-coming d.,wn from the North '''ould have tn go 
down a con~idera~Jl~ dist tnce eouttt and then 
turn north again befcJre they came eastward to 
the capital, and the ~arw3 inconvenience would 
h"'ppen tu people gmng from the centres of popu­
lation. 

The PRE:IHER: At all the junctions along 
the line? 

Mr. MACARTNEY: Perhaps so. That 
wa" tho material disadvantage, at any rate, 
that connection with tlie line gave to the 
capital. He wished to discuss matters from 
a Southern Queensland point of view, and 
if it '"as shown thf·re were good and suffi­
cient reasons for the scheme proposed, that 
was another matter. In the meantime those 
considerations should receive careful scrutin,· 
before the scheme was adopted, and there­
fore he proposed to move tha,t the wocds 
" Gumbo-Gumbo Creek, near Tobermorv " 
be omitted, with a view to inserting "Win­
dorah." 

The ACTING CHAIRMA::"f : Order ! The 
hon. member for Bulloo has intimated to me 
that he bas an amendment to insert on 1he 
first line of section "A," and I would ask 
the hon. member to withdraw his amend­
ment to allow the hon. member for Bulloo 
to move his. 

Mr. ALLEN : Let me hear what the hon. 
member wishes to propose? 

Mr. ),fACARTNEY: He had no objection 
to withdraw his amendment, if necessary. 
He proposed to move 1he omission of the 
words " Gumbo-Gumbo Creek, near Tober­
mory" with a view of inserting the word 
'' Windorah." 

Mr. ALLE::"r: He was not at e.ll antago­
nistic to the amendment which had been 
foresh~dowed by the hon. member for Bris­
bane I...Yorth, be"" ,1uso that an1cnd1ncnt would 
have his vote. He moved, on line 3, page 2, 
to om1 t all the words after the word " at" 
do,,·n to and including the words "forty-fi-,re," 
on line 13, with the view of inserting the words 
•· Cunnamulla, and proceeding in a westerly 
direction to Thargomindah, a distance of one 
hundred and twenty." The object he had in 
moving the amendment was that the South­
western portion of the State should not be 
overlooked. The distance from Cunnamulla to 
Thargomindah was 120 mile;. Th0 route 'lad 
been surveyed, .and he believed working 
plans had been compiled, ant! a bridge tad 
bean Luilt over the \Varrego !tivcr, which 
could be used for railway purposes. If that 
proposal were adopted, it would open up 
the v, hole of tho South-western corner of 
Queensland. Most of that trade at the present 
time, with one or two exceptions, was lost 
to Queensland port•", and although Mr. Amos 
said one rbing, he (Mr. Allen) said, without 
fear of cont.radic tion. that if that line '\VC're 
huilt. it v;ould devr\Jp that portion of the 
Si 1.t·· and bring all the trade -to Bris"Jane, 
even n.l!~lough it h."td to go round about a 
fc\v m;~L~,~. ? ,·a CharlcvillP. At the san1e tin1c, 
that difficliltv could be ovc•rcome bv extend­
ing the bord<;r line along t:w South,-,~n border 
of the Statf', linking up at some point h~ar 
Cunnrnnilla. rThev y;ou:d then haYO 3, line 
running frorn Tharg,Jininda.h practically 
straight to Brisbane, v.-l1on the via recta "\Vas 
builL It would be a Quennsland line, and 
"ou:d bring the whole of the trade of 
Que •nsland 1o its 0\1 n port., Brisbane. 

:Y1r. FORSYTH: That v·ould not bring the 
trade to Brisbane. It will be 100 milt'S 
nearer Sydney. 

Mr. ALLEN: If the line came straight on 
from Cunnamulla to Bullamon, Thargomin· 
dah V.'ould be 100 miles nearer to Brisbane, 
and that line would open up some very good 
sheep country. There was country there• at 
the present time in the hands of the Govern­
ment, and no prickly pear on it, and if the 
line were extended in that direction some of 
the stations there would increase their flocks 
by 50 per cent. The Premier, in his second­
reading speech, hinted that at some future 
time 1hev would have a line built from 
Tobermm:y to Tuen. If the amendment 
were adopted, they would get 40 miles at 
the least nearer the south-western corner of 
the State :than the original proposition in the 
Bill, and it would serve the south-western 
corner, as a whole, better. If the propo·dtion 
of the bon. member for Brisbane North were 
also accepted, there would he no necessity 
for about 180 to 200 miks of the cross link at 
the back, because the purpose of that link 
would be served by the Ch';!rleville to Cunna· 
mulla line, which would be of very little use 
if the whole of the proposals that had been 
E'nunciated by the Premier ·were adopted. 
He submitted that the line he proposed would 
be a good business proposition for the State. 
It was a line that had been advocated for 
many years. His predecessor was a very 
ardent advocate of the line; and the senior 
hon. member for Brisbane North had told him 

Jfr. R F S . .-<!'n>.] 
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he had been on more than one occasion very 
favourably impressed wi;th the remark.' that 
gentleman had made in support of the line. 
Till they got to Thargomindah, the most of 
the country _,·as under sheep ; and to tho 
west, beyond Thargomindah, sheep-rearing 
was being retarded at the presen!t. time on 
account of distance from raihvay. The 
amendment was a good one, and he hoped 
it would be ·accepted by the Committee. 

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: The hon. 
member desin·s to omit the whole of the 
subclause; but, in order to protect the in­
terests of the hon. member for ::"!orth Bris­
bane, I will simply put it down to Walla!, 
which will test the feeling of the Committee. 
The amendment is to omit after ''at" on 
page 2, line 3, the words -" at a point near 
Walla!." 

The SECRETARY FOR. RAILWAYS: 
The hon. member for Bulloo had evidently 
overlooked the dista.nce. 

Mr. ALLEN: Xo, I have not. 
The SECRETARY FOR. RAILWAYS: 

The han. member referred distinctlv to what 
was called the border line to Tueri or ·woo­
roorooka. 

Mr. ALLEN: The Cunnamulla line. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 

At present Thar,.omindah was 720 miles from 
Sydney, rid Bourke, and 720 miles fron1 Bris­
bane, t i<2 Char levi!! e. 

::\lr. ALLEN: If you build a. border line it 
would be nearer. 

The SECRETARY l•'OR RAILWAYS: 
Tuen would be .598 miles from Brisbr.ne, pro­
vided the border line was built from there, 
and from 'l'uen to Thargomindah wa•, 120 
miles. That made a total mileage of 718 
miles, exclusive of the saving by the via ,.,,da, 
which practically brought ThaTgomindah 
down to 660 miles from Brisbane. 

::\Ir. LEN!>iON: By the via recta. 
The SECRETARY FOR. RAILWAYS: 

Yes. He was placing the figUTes as piainiy 
a' he could before the Committee; he had 
only just had an opportunity of running ti•em 
out while the hon. member was speaking. It 
must be some vears before the line could be 
built to Tuen. · :Mr. Amos said-

I cannot recommend any extension of the line 
from Cunnamulla westward, as, should New South 
"\Vall_'s extend their line') from Bourke to, say, 
Htu g 'rford, all the trade from as far north as 
Thargomindah, at any rate, would be diverted to 
Sydney--

J\Ir. ALLEN: That is not corred. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 

and the extension west of Cunnamulla would rew 
main a nonwpaying concern. rrhis is owing to the 
line from Cunnamulla to. Brisbane going so far 
out of the way through Oharleville. If the Goondi­
windi line were extended along the border, the 
conditions would perhaps be altered. 

PrioT to the conference held in Sydney re­
specting the border rates, in February of la.st 
yeaT, there were differential rates given by 
the Railway Commissioner, under the powers 
he held, to certain stations at 'Ihargomindah 
and down to tho border, and by that means 
Brisbane got the trade of some of tho '·C 

stations, although they did not get all. He 
was credibly infol'med that since the arrange­
ment was come to by which it was impossible 
for either State to give any differential rates 
to stations on either side of the border line, 
they had lost a great deal of that trade, and 
it now went to Bourke. 

Mr. ALLEN: No. 

[Mr. B. F. S. Allen. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS' 
'Th(, hon. member for Bulloo said "No." 
That was what he was informed by the officers 
of the Railway Department. 

::\Ir. ALLEN: I am infoTmed by local people, 
who know more than they do. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS' 
The economic point of trade was at 'Tober­
mory-the trade north of 'ThaTgomiudah,. 
when the line was built from Walla! to 'l'orber­
mory, must neDessarily come to Brisbane as 
the nearest port, but when you came wuth 
from Torbermory there would be in tbe 
future-of course, the lines were not yet. 
built-the port of Sydney competing on equal 
terms with the port of Brisbane with respect 
to ·distances. He thought the hon. member,. 
in pTOposing this route, was proposing some­
thing which was not in the interests of the 
South-western portion of Queensland, for the 
reason that that line would run at no great 
distance from the bOTder, and at a point at 
which our trade could be tapped, and was 
tapped at the present time from Sydney, a» 
against the proposal before the Committee as 
indicated on the plan; and, furt.her, if the 
Committee adopted the proposal of the bon. 
member, then the railway district was com­
pletely done away with, and we must have a 
new railway district. The han. member 
might say that that was ve1·y easily fixed np, 
but it was not a matter which was c•asily 
fixed up. The fixing up of these railway dis­
tricts had been a work of very great laboar. 
He was loth to see members attempt to alte1· 
these proJilOsed extcmions, which had !-een 
laid out with a view to try to give the busi­
ness of the particular districts access to the 
nearest port possible, for the reason that if 

the routes were considerably al­
[10.30 p.m.] tered it meant a redrafting of the 

whole of the railwav district. •. 
The han. member for Bulloo, when he came 
to look on the matter a.gain, would think 
differently, although he quite understood that 
it was his business to try and press this for­
ward in the intereots of a portion of his con­
stituents. If the route as suggested by the 
hon. member were adopted, then they would 
have a large area of country from Thargo­
mindah to \\'indorah which would P"' practi­
cally unhmched by a railway. 

1\Ir. LAND was in favour of the amend­
ment. In speakl"ng on the proposal last week. 
he had Tefmred to the railway from Gunna­
mulla to Thargomindah. The line had been 
surveyed, and there wa.s a bridge across the 
\Y arrego River. The distanoe "'as 120 miles, 
and there was close settlement for 50 or 60 
miles on the other side of Cunnamulla. If 
the line were built fr.om Cunnamulla to Thar­
gomindah, it would he only• 80 miles fTom the 
?-Jew South \Vales border. and it >':ould drln\~ 
all the trade from the New South \Vales bor­
der. and it would keep all the Queensland 
trade. The Minister said that J'\ey Sc c~th 
\Yales might extend the railway to Hunger­
foTd. 'Well, even then it would he 100 miles 
from Thargomindah, .and it would be better 
for the trade to come .to Brisbane. There 
were five Ne"'N South V\'a.les line'\ coming up 
to tlw Queensland border, and none of them 
went in tho direction of Hungerford at all. 
They were building a border line to conserve 
their m•·,n trade, and they would never be abla 
to hold 1t. 

The SECRETARY FOil RAILWAYS: vVhy not? 
It is nearer to Brisbane than Sydney by t!Jat 
route. 

Mr. LAND: The best way was to do away 
with the \Vallal-Tobermory route alt.Jgelher, 
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then build the Cunnamulla·Thargomit•·:Iah 
line, and run the Northern connectwn 
straight out from Charleville. They would 
then have 120 miles of country between the 
Charleville and Cunnamulla lines and another 
SO miles of country to the ::\' ew South \Yales 
border, and they would conserve all the 
Queensland trade in that part of the country. 
Then by and by, when the line was built flGm 
Cunnamulla to Bourke, it would open up two 
lines for the stock in that part of th<J country. 
Cunnamulla was 30 miles nea.rer to Dnsbane 
than to Sydney, so Queensland would b" ;;b]e 
to conserve all her wool trade from then', 
and the Brisbane firms could surely Sllpply 
their constituents in the \\~ e;t just as 'Vel! as 
Sydney. Quite re<"Bntly the Sydney h>y<>rs 
in Charleville waited till the Brisbane h" crs 
refused, and then they bought beca:w• ·the 
road was open. But, if the two line·· •vero 
built, the roads would alwayc; he op<>n, and 
there would be two markets. The iine from 
'Walla! to Tobermory ran all round the coun­
try. It might look a.ll right as it was, but 
they considered that they were laying down 
that line for all time, and that the ptople 
there would have no chance of getting an­
other line there for years-perhaps for hun· 
dreds of years-because tlw.v would not be 
able to •straighten it out, and thev were com­
pelling people to go on paying for miles and 
miles of railway that they should not be 
compelled to pay for at all. They knew hom 
past experience that the!' had to pay for the 
extra distance which the trains were runninf(' 
over their lines. 'fhe trains were running a 
further distance every day than they t•eed 
lmve, owing to the bad management 0f the 
past. They were in too much oi a h,trry 
a.! together to pass this rail way. They should 
get information from the people affected in 
different parts of Queensland. If the Pre­
mier and Thiinister for Railways went cut 
ther·e and had a talk with the people, they 
would not be so anxious to force the prop0s·t! 
through the House. If it were put throuQ'h 
as it was, it would be a great mistake. The 
sensible proposal in connection with the 
border line would have been to take it right 
up to St. George. That would be serving- our 
own countrv. The Premier coul'" meet 
plenty of peo'p!e who would g-ive good, mund 
information which would alter his opininn. 
He hoped the amendment would be carried. 

The PREMIER said he just wished to my 
that it would be the greatest foolishness to 
carry this amendment. 

2\Ir. ALLEK: Last week he receiYed a 
number of resolutions from Thara-omindah 
and district, also a petition the other day for 
presentation to the Premier, as well as a 
good amount of information about how the 
trade went. These were thfi· resolutions 
passed at a large public meeting of the resi­
dents of Thargomindah-

(a) Residents strongly opposed any extension 
from \Vallal to either Tobermory Eromanga until 
survey made. Amos never travelled either route, 
therefore report estimate pure guesswork. 

(b) Permanent survey already made Cunnamulla 
'Thargomindah, distance 120 miles, with railway 
bridge already built across Vl arrego. Consider 
this extension would save Government least 
£10,000; also open up just good pastoral areas, and 
retain trade right to ::\'ew South Wales and South 
Australian borders. Permanent unlimited water 
supply; electric light; up-to-date town. 

(c) Against survey to made 170 miles Walla!, 
"Tobermory, or Eromanga; have cross manv miles 
badly flooded country on Paroo and Bulloo ·rivers, 
1tnd also Grey Range. Tobermorv no permanent 
water; even doubtful artesian. ~Eroma.nga very 
poor water supply. 

I, d) Consider ~\.mos's assertion nari·ow~minded that, 
if line, built here, trade would go \Vales, as 
existing Qner.nsland railways novr receive greater 
portion trade South~west, even though flour sugar 
can be bought £1 lOs. cheaper from Bourke than 
Brisbane. 

Surely those p<:>ople ought to know what v ao 
a good thing; and they w<:>re prepared to 
guarantee this line. He submitted that the 
line ·from Cunnamulla to Thargomindah was 
a good busin0ss proposition, and he hoped 
the amendment would be canied. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS eaid 
a survev had been made for 90 mile.' from 
\Yalbl 'towards Eromanga. 

Que"tion-Th>it the words prop• ,e,; to be 
ami• ted (Bh·. Allm's amendment) .<tand part of 
the c!ame-put; end the Committee divided:-

An;s, 36. 
~lr. Allan J\!l'. Hodge 

., Appel , Hunter, D. 
BH.rnes, G. P. , Keogh 
Barnes, IY, H. Kidston 
Rooker , Macar~ney 
Bouchard Mackintosh 

,, Brennan , ~forgan 
Bridges , Paget 
C.lrser , Petrie 
Cotten Philp 
Coyne Somerset 
Cnbb .. Stodart 
Denham ~. Swayne 
Forrest Tllorn 
Forsyth Toln1ie 
Grayson '\Yall{er 
Gunn ·white 
Hawthorn ., 1\'"ienlJOlt 

Tellc.-s: Mr. Cotten and :Ur. Wienholt. 

l\ir. Ailt'n 
Brf'+-lin 
Collins 
Crawford 
l1'erricln:~ 

,, Foley 
Hamilton 
Harflaere 

:?\QES, 21. 

, Hunter, J. M. 
Land 

., Lenuon 

:llr. )!a\' 
~llilc•dty 
Mullan 

, Murphy 
Nevitt 
O'Sullivan 

, Payne 
, Ryan 
, Ryland 
, "\Vinstanley 

TeUe1·s: .)lr. Ferricks and }fr. Murphy. 

PAlRS. 

Ayes--2\:Ir. Rankin and ~lr. Fox, 
Noes-Mr. Douglas and Mr. Blair. 
Resolved in the affirmative. 
Mr. MAC.\.RT:NEY moyed that the word~ 

"in a south-westerlv direction to Gumbo­
Gumbo Creek, near 'Tobermory," on lines 5 
and 6, be omitted, with the view of inserting 
"to \Yindorah." 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
agreed wit.h the hon. member for Brisbane 
North that this clauffe, defining the points 
from which the extensions westward should 
be made was the most important part of the 
Dill. The Government had given the ques­
tion of the extensions westward from existing 
lines very grave consideration, and had come 
to the conclusion that it was desirable to 
give the various portions of \V estern Queens­
land the nearf'c.t route to port possible. He 
was credibly informed that practically the 
whole of the trade of Windorah went to 
Rockhampton at the present moment. The 
extension from Blackall to \Vindorah was de­
cided upon with the view of conserving the 
interests of the people in the railway distriot 
in the vicinity of Windorah, a.s it would give 
them a verv much ,shorter route to •a port 
on the east.;rn seaboard than they would get 
if a railway was projected from Charleville 
or W allal to Windorah. The distance from 

Han. W. T. Paget.l 
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Brisbane to Windorah via Tobe.rmory was 
815 miles, while the distance from Rock­
hampton to Windorah was 564 miles, a differ­
enc" of 2,51 milt-s in favour of Rockhampton. 

At 11 o'clock, 

The ACTIXG CHAIRMAN said: "Pnder 
Standing Order No. 171, I ask the han. mem­
ber for Drayton and Toowoomba to kindly 
relieye me in the chair. 

:\Ir. ToU.!IE took the chair accordinglJ:, 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Mr. 
Amos, on. page 4 of his report, made use of 
the followmg words:-

If this· report were for QueensJancl raihvav pro­
posals only, al.ld ~ithout taking into cvnsideration 
that the. main hne may eventually become a 
tran·'Jcontlnental one, the question as to whethP.r 
the raih~, ay should be extended from Char Ieville 
through .1.\_davale to \Vindorah ,Junction should 
perhaps be taken into consideration. It appears 
to me, however, that the t!ade \Vith the indm·uh 
country riJShtly bc>longs. to .the Rockhnm:·,ton port, 
~ecause \Vm_dorah .Junction 1s fullv 150 mile", nearer 
Ro.ckha~pton than Brisban1) even vdth the line 
b.ullt d1rect from Ch~uleville to \.Yindorah J unc­
tion .t~rough .Ada"Vrrle. I_)?ssibly a solution of 
the difficulty Wlll be to bmltl u line-in addition 
to those shown in red-fr0111 CharleYille to :\da-
'1ale, and thence to \Yelford. .... 

:Yfr. HA:UILTON: You would haYe 4 or 5 
rmles then running side by side. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Of 
course that woulq not. at all be good business, 

e,,pecwl!y 111 pastoral countrv. He 
[11 p.m.] wished to point out for tl~e in-

. formation of han, members that 
taktn~ the co!lnecting li':ks proposed, starting 
the Great \'\estern Rmlwav at T'obermory 
t~at from Tob~rmory to the Windorah jun/ 
tion wa~ 145 n;Iles, an:J proceeding north-west 
from YVmdoran Junctr9n to Spring Vale was 
230 _miles, and then a gam from Spring Vale to 
Suheman Creek, which was called Carran­
dotta, was 136 miles, so that there had been 
some endeavour a~ any ra~e to fairly cut the 
country there tW I!lto sechons. He could not 
see that the Jumor member for Brisbane 
North had made out a very good case for 
takmg the rail'-';ay about 80 miles again to 
the nor~h of Bnsba.nE', when they knew that 
Charlev:ll£ was about 80 miles north of Bris­
bane. If they went north they trenched 
upon the trade of the port which was nearest 
to t~at part 

1
of Western Queensland. By 

startmg- at WaJal and going- west and south­
west. they would conserve the trad£ of that 
partwular part of Queensland for its own 
port. :f[e hoped the han. member would not 
press his ar:tendment, as he (Mr. Paget) could 
not accept rt. 

Mr. PAYNE: H£ was going to support the 
amendment for more than one reason. 

The PREMIER: For one reason particularly, 

Mr. PA'YNF:: What was that? 

The PREMIER: Particularly west of Long­
reach. 

Mr. PAYNE hoped the Premier would not 
aoouse him of suppor!ing it for any paltry 
reason. It was an, Important matter, and 
he would support rt for no other reason 
than tha;t it would straighten that portion of 
what might some day form a section of the 
transcontinental railway. If anyone looked 
at the, map they would see the dog-leg way 
the rarlwruy would run from Walla! to Win­
dorah, and it would serve no useful purpose 
at all. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: There iB no 
pl'oposition to run from Walia! to Windorah. 

[Han. W. T. Paget. 

Mr. PAYNE: The Premier might accuse 
him of robbing Rockhampton of its natural 
trade, and he was very pleased, indeed, that 
the Minister had pointed out that even ac­
cording to his own expert's report, if the line 
was built from Charleville through Adavale 
to Windorah, still Windorah would be 150 
miles nearer to Rockhampton than to Bris­
ban£. He would sooner support a railway 
from Charleville to Windorah through Ada­
Yale, but as he would have no opportunity of 
supporting a line of that description, he would 
support the amendment. A line from W allal 
to vVindorah would run across the heads of 
the Paroo River and the Bulloo waters, and it 
would run through country that was more or 
legs adaptable for closer settlement. It would 
run through a very fine str<Jtch of mulga 
country. 'rhe water' was subartesian and was 
not too far belo•y the surface. He did not want 
to labour the question, but let any han. mem­
ber pick up the map and look for himself, and 
anyone looking at it from a national point of 
view would at once vote for the amendment. 
It was absoluteh the best idea he had heard 
in that matter, and, therefore, he intended to 
support the amendment. 

Mr. LAND intended to support the amend­
ment. Vlhen speaking last evening he had 
stated that if the Charleville line was ex­
tended straight out to Adavale and towards 
Windorah he would support it. He did not 
know wh£ther the amendment would take the 
line to Adavale or not, but a straight line 
from Charleville would go very near Adavale. 
Another reason whv he contended that the 
line should go straight out was because there 
was plenty of room for a line straight ant. 
By the road it was very nearly 200 miles from 
Charleville to the border: Adavale would be 
further, and ·windorah still further. Roughly, 
it would be 180 miles from Charleville to the 
border, and 200 miles by road. That would 
be a fairly straight line to Brisbane, and leave 
room for another line from CunnamuHa to 
reach out into the Western country. That 
was the best way to open up that country 
and connect it with Brisbane. 

The PREMIER : One of the disadvantages 
in a O'eneral scheme of this kind was that it 
was a)Jt to come into conflict with local ideas 
and interests, as shown by the hon. member 
for Bulloo, but he confessed that he hardly 
expected it from a member like ·the hon. 
junior member for BrisbanP North. The 
han. member quite frankly based his objec­
tions to the plan of the route on the fact that 
he thought it was going to rob Brisbane of 
some of its trade. 

:Ylr. MACARTXEY: Going to alter the con­
ditions. 

The PRE:MIER : If hon. members would 
study the map, they would see that a vex:y 
fair at.tempt. had heen made to do a fair 
thing as between the three ports; but, what 
"·as more import:mt, to do a fair thing by 
the pastoralists, who had to pay for the line, 
and should be considered. He had already 
explained that it was the intention of the 
Government to cont.inue a line from Tober­
morv to Tuen or vVooroorooka. He re­
gretted that that had been taken out, be­
cause if t.he line had been continued from 
Tobermory to Tuen or \Vooroorooka, hon. 
members would ·have seen that it was giving 
tho people in that area the only outlet and 
best route to the coast. For the sake of the 
han. member for ::-Jorth Brisbane, he would 
repeat a thing which he had pointed out to 
the members of the Brisbane Chamber of 
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Commerce, who had just the same local fear 
as the hon. member in this matter. They 
had a complaint tha-b Brisbane was not get· 
ting its share of the \V estern trade, as 
against the other ports. Han. members 
would see that from the northern border of 
Section A a straight line to \Y ooroorooka 
represented a distance of 240 miles, the 
trade of ·which would go to Brisbane. The 
next section, across to \Vindorah, was a 
distance of 140 miles, the trade of which 
would go to Rockhampton, and the next •two 
sections represented a distance of 400 miles, 
the trade of which v,ould go to Townsville. 
But it was quite evident that when the 
com>'ction with the Gulf "·a•, carried out, 
all the trade froni Uloncurry and Uamoov;eal 
would cease going i:o Townsville, and go to 
the Gulf, it, nactural outlet. He defied any 
man to study the map and say that any 
injustice was being done either to Brisbane 
or any other port, and a fair attc-wpt was 
being made to give the people of the whole 
of that district the best road to the natural 
port. 

Mr. BREoLIX : \Vhich is the natural port 
for the Central district-? 

The PREMIER: The hon. member for 
Brisbane Nor-th proposed to take this line 
from \V ali~], but unless you were going to 
take the !me hom Blackaii to \Vindorah, 
what would be the good of building a line 
from Charleville to \Vindorah? If vou were 
going to take that out, and continue· this line 
from Longreach west or south-west, then you 
would be doing an injustice not onlv to- the 
people of Windorah, but also an injury to the 
peopl.e a,bout P':'lparara and Springv~le, and 
saddlmg them wrth from 100 to 150 miles extra 
ra.ilway carriage. 

},lr. PAYXE: That is absolutely incorrect. 

The AG'TING CHAIRi\IAN: Order! The 
hon. member must not interject when moving 
about the Chamber. 

The PRE::\IIIER : If we ran a line from 
Charleville to Windorah, then the people at 
'Windorah would have 150 miles more rail· 
way carriage to pay than if we ran a line 
from \Yindorah •to Blacka!L 

::Y1r. PAYNE: I misunderstood you. 
The PREMIER: If they went in the direc­

tion of Palparara, or straight out in the 
direction of Springvale, they would saddle 
the people of that district with 100 miles 
extra railage. The people there were nearer 
to Townsville than Roekhampton. As a 
matter o£ fact, Longreach was nearer to 
Townsville than to Rockhampton, and 
Charleville was nearer to Rockhampton than 
Brisbane. He did not hesitate to state that 
if they could swing the railway to Char]e. 
ville, 80 miles south, and swing the railway 
to Longreach, 80 or 100 miles south, it would 
be a wise thing to do it. but they could 
not do it, and the,y had to take things a;s 
they were, and they were trying to avoid 
perpetuating and increasing present dis­
abilities. Some hon. members interjected 
about travelling down from Eromanga to 
Tobermory ·and then travelling up again, but 
the people at Claverton, on the Charleville· 
Cunnamulla line, would have to travel 70 
miles due north to Charleville and 70 miles 
south again to get to Brisbane. Why per­
petuate that kind of policy? Surely in a 
big railway Boheme like this it was better 
to get away from Brisbane, Rockhampton, 
and Townsville and try to give the Western 
producer, who would have to pay for the 

railway, as near as they could the shortest 
road to the coast,, He did not say that they 
could give every township and every sheep 
station a bee line to the port. He could not 
do that, but if han. members would look at 
the plan they would see that the people in 
that benefited area were getting approxi· 
mately the shortest road to port. It would 
be a mistake to adopt the alteration sug­
gested by the hon. member for Brisbane 
North. It would be a perfectly fair thing 
-and he. would have no objection to an 

amendment if it were moved~ 
lll.30 p.m.] to extend the line from Tober· 

morey to Tuen and W ooroo­
rooka, as that would be in harmony with the 
venera! scheme, and it would not alter th.e 
boundarv in any \\ ay. But he dia not hesi· 
tate to 's.ty that if they altered the Charle­
ville to Windorah route it would alter the 
whole Bill, and they must withdraw it to 
get the boundaries rearranged. 

:\Ir. :'\11.'LLAN: That might be a good thing. 

The PREMIER: Yes, if that was the 
object, but that was not his object. 

* ::\Ir. :\IACARTNEY: lie quite agreed with 
the Premier when he said that it would make 
some difference if the scheme had included 
the line to Tucn and \Vooroorooka. The 
l\1ini;ter for Railways referred to the subse· 
quent joining with Thargomindah, b~1t . it 
seemed to him that that would be practically 
bringin" two Southern lines within 90 miles of 
one an.;'thcr. ::\Ir. Amos, in his report, sa,id 
that if it was a, Queensland matter-and it was 
a Queensland matter primarily-perhaps the 
best intere,ts of Queensland wonld be served 
by connecting with Windorah. That was the 
sug-gestion which he (:\Ir. :Macartney) made. 
:\I~. Amos further said that- the Tobermory 
connection was open to question, and further 
on he also said that Eromanga might be a 
better junction from a trade point of view. 
He agreed with the Premier, as a matter .of 
original principle, that the trade of each dis­
trict should go to its natural port, but they 
were making an attempt in that proposaJ ~o 
alter the existing state of things. The 1\hms­
ter for Railwa.ys sugge<ted the modest exten. 
sian from Blackall to, \Vindorah was made 
to conserve the trade from Rockhampton. 
The :\Iinister said that the Windorah trade 
alreadv went to Rockhampton, but he (Mr. 
l\Iacar'tney) had informa;tion which. went to 
show that it went to Bnsbane. Bnsbane re­
~eived wool and sent supplies to Hammond 
Downs Maroa 'l'enham, Springfield, and 
Keero~ngooloo,' all in the neighbourhood of 
Windorah. The stock from therP alw came 
to Brisbane, as it was the biggest market; 
and why should not these places have the 
advantage of the biggest ma~k~t? If they 
had not been altering the exrstmg. ~tate of 
things he woul? not ha;ve been rarsmg the 
objection he ra1sed to·mght. It was due to 
the district he represented that he should pro. 
pose the amendment, and he was not asking 
anything out of the way in asking that the 
trade be conserved to the South. The Pre· 
mier pointed out that the alteration of the 
boundaries would necessitate fixing up the 
schemes again. That was unfortunate. It 
was perfectly useless to talk about discussing 
details in Committee if thev could not do fhat. 
He thought that what he proposed was a detail 
which could be dealt with in Committee, and, 
being a non-party question, he thought it 
would have been so admitted bv the 1\Iinister. 
He was prepared to let his ~mendment be 

Mr. Macartney.] 
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decided by the Committee. He was quite 
prepared to join in any rea.sonable alteration 
proposed by the Committee. 

The ACTING CHAIRMAN indicated that the 
hon. member's time had expired. 

Mr. MURPHY: When they were di·cns>ing 
the matter of a minimum wage and day labour 
questions that afternoon they were told to let 
things go quickly. Tim' was done so that the 
hon. member for Bris~ane l'\ orth cuuld bring in 
his amendment to bring- the trade down to Bris­
bane. In rlealing with a matter of this kind 
they should deal with it from the natural port 
standpoint. They dirl nr•t want to perpetuate 
the evil that existed in New South \Vales and 
Victorta. All the trade of New South \Vales 
was rlragged into Sydney, and all the trade 
of Victoria \\as dragged into Melbourne. It 
was to th~ credit of past Governments in 
Queensland tlutt they had given each port the 
trade that was due to that port. In view of 
the amendment Bprung upon them by the hon. 
member for Brisbane North, he thought the 
supporters of the Government sbou1d insist on 
an adjournment, so that members might giYe 
the matter careful consideration. If the trade 
belonged to Brisbane, it should go to Brisbane; 
if it belonged to Hockhampton, it should go to 
R?ckhampton. No matter how much they 
might be opposed to the Premier political! v, it 
would be bad business to record a vote oi:tt of 
pure cussedness against the Premier which 
might do an injury to thp port of Rockhampton. 
'I hough he was opposed to this rail ~·ay, he was 
going to cast his vote to give the trade to the 
port to which it rightly belonged. After look­
ing at the map, and listening to the Secretary 
for Railway.', be felt convinced tha' this \Vin­
domh trade really belonged to Rock hampton. 

Mr. \VIENHOLT (Fassijern): In a scheme 
like this he did not ·,P,e bow one could start 
making alterations without ~tltering the whole 
scheme. The hon. member for Mitchell said he 
hoped that if the amendment was passed the line 
from Charle,-ille to \Vindomh would some d"y 
be part of the transcontinental railway. lie 
did not agree with that; he would much rather 
see the cross section gn mnch nearer inside and 
end at Cloncurry, so that it might go on to the 
Gulf, or end at Camooweul and go to the Gulf 
later on. He did not think so much depenried 
on the extPnsions of the liues as on the connecting 
links. He thought the more one looked at 
the scheme the more one realised that it im­
proved on acquaintance, and for that reason he 
would not support the amendment. If they 
started tinkering witn the scheme, they did not 
know where they would be. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES ( Wcwwick) : The discus­
sion emphasised the fact that a scheme generally 
more acceptable to SouthPrn Queensland could 
have b9en submitted if it bad inclncted the 
linking-up of the South-western border line. 
That, however, had not been included. 

The SECRE'rAUY FOR RAILWAYS: It is part of 
the scheme. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES : It w:\s !Jart of the un­
written scheme. He thought they would do 
well at this juncture to. accept the suggestion 
partly made by the Premter to alter that crooked 
line at Tobermory and bring the line down as 
far as Tuen. 

Mr. HAMILTON: They all reco""nised that 
they CJuld not deYelop ail the So~th-western 
country by means of one railway. He would 
sooner see this railway extended to :Erornan""a 
and build another railway further south to 
Thargomindah. Bnt to build a line from 
Charleville to Windorah was attempting to 

[Mr. Macartney. 

bring trade to Brisbane which geographically 
belonged to Rockharnpton. If that were done, 
they would have to alter all the other lines. The 
Bonlia district wunld then have to be connected 
with L)ngreach instead of with \Vinton, and, 
gengraphically, it belonged to Townsville. To 
go to Springvale frmn Longreach 1neant an 
addition>tllength of r<tilway for the people ,,f the 
district to get to port. The trade of \Vindorah 
belonged to Rook hampton, and the best way to 
tap it would be from Longreach instead of from 
Blackall. 

The SECRETARY Jo'OR RAILwAYS: It is 30 or 40 
miles further ~·i<i Longreach than vix Blackall. 

Mr. HAMILTON: But they would be 
travelling over good country, and the engineer­
ing difficulties were easier to overcome. The 
people out there did not want to b, connected 
with Blackall. He took no notice of what was 
said by people who were not in the benefited 
area. It was the people who had to guarantee 
the railway to wh< m they should listen. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It is only a 
case of running down the Barcoo or running 
down the Thomson. 

Mr. HAMJLTON: It \\as easier to run down 
the Thomson, and it would be a much cheaper 
line. It would not be so !ittble to be flooded. 
There were ~orne verv big floods in the Barcoo 
River. 

The SECRETARY FOR IiAILWAY:>: And in the 
Thomson too. 

Mr. HAMlLTOX: By :unning down the 
Thomson they would be able to keep to the high 
ground nearly the whole way. He could not 
support the amendment, because it seemed to be 
an attem[Jt to filch trade from other ports for 
Brhbane. 

Mr. lVIACARTl'iEY : To retain the trade tlmt 
belongs to Brisbane. 

Mr .. HAMILTON: The great bulk of the 
trade of the \Vir.dorah district went to Rock­
hampton. Some of the stations which the bon. 
member had mentioned no doubt sent their wool 
to Charleville, but some of them were small 
stations. \Vindorah was 150 miles nearer to 
Rock hampton than it was to Brisbane, and the 
people in the district concerned should be con­
sidered. 

Mr. ALLEN intended to supprrt the amend­
ment, at the request of the people in the 
Windurah district. 

The PREMIER: \Vel! might I fay, "Poor 
Tbargomindah.' 

Mr. ALL'!<;N: All the trade ea•t of Cooper's 
Creek at the present time came to Charleville. 

Mr. G. P. BAR!'(ES : You wipe out your dis­
trict. 

Mr. ALLEN: His district was all right.. It 
had been wiped uut already to-night, but it 
would come again ~orne other time. If separa­
tion took place, he would like to know which 
division \Vindorah wonld be in. At present it 
was at the back door of Charleville, and even 
the people who now did business with Rock­
hampton would prefer to have a line from 
Charleville to a line from .Blackall. He had 
that morning received the followillg telegram 
from Mr. Purce!J, the owner of Galway Downs, 
the largest station in that district, and whose 
trade at present went to Longreach-

No railway at all suitable this district except 
Charleville to Adavale and Windorah Tobermory 
line out of it for us Everyone against Blackall 
line Residents holding meeting to protest on 
Thursday. 

That was only one of several telegrams he had 
received from that district. If the Hol!1e Se ere 



Great TVestern [6 DECEMBER.] Railway Bill. 2585 

tary were in the Chamber he could bear out hi3 
contention, as the bon. gentleman visited the 
,district rather more than eighteen months ago. 
At that time railway matters were a burning 
rtuestion, and the P'Ople wanted the extension 
from Charleville. 'Wool was not the only pro­
duct to be considered. There was a big cattle 
·business dune with beth Brisbane and Sydney. 
If they were compelhd to g.•t to Brisbane via 
Blackall, it would bo going almost in a circle, 
,and it would practically mean that the BrishlLne 
"'nd Sydney markets \\ ould be shut off. \Vhen 
he was out last, 150 miles beyond Windorah 
,cattle were being sent off to Sydney. If they 
had a railway from Charleville, they could be 
got to Sydney in a remarkably shmt time. If 
they were commencing build1ng their railway 
system orer again, they could benefH by the 
.mistakes that had been mrtde in the past. But 
they had to take things •s they were. He hoped 
the amendment would be carried, and that if 
the people of the southern portion of the Bulloo 
<district cc,nld not get their railway to-day they 
would get it to-morrow. 

Mr. COYNE was opposed to the amendment. 
In tbe south-western portion of Quee1wland, 
which was proposed to be tapped by a line to 
Tobermory, there was a certain amount of 
,Queensland tradP- which hod bem lost to (lueens­
land ever since (Jueensland was a separate State, 
owing to the fact that it had not railway com­
munication, and the proposed line would gather 
some of that trade. If the amendment wos 
-carried, the line would cross the Bulloo abcmt 30 
miles south of Adavale. Both Adavale and 
,Charleville were out>ide the benefited area, and 
properly so, but if the line went from \Valla] to 
"Windorah, Adavale would certainly be included 
in the benefited area, and that would mf',m ruin 
to the pllLce. For that reason he should vote 
against the amendment. If the line w_>s taken 
to Eromang-a, they would bring the railway 
from Blackall to Windorah and the railway from 
\Valla! to Eromanga too close together. 

The TREASURER: As a men• her represent. 
ing a metropolitan constituency, and as one who 
desired to Sfe as much trade a< could be got with 
ordinary fairness coming to B1isbane, he could 
not support the amendment. By taking the 
line down to Tobermory they would have a very 
good opportunit,y of getting a fair portion of the 
South-weHtern trade, which at present went to 
Sydney. 1Inreover, \Vinrlorah wa. naturally 
best served by a railway to Rockhampton. Any­
,one measuring the distances on the map wouid 
see that it was the mme distance from Windorah 
to Rockhampton as it was from \Vindorah to 
Dalby, so that there was a difference of 153 
miles in favour of Rockhampton as the P''rt for 
th:tt district, and he thought that should be a 
sufficient reason to induce hon. members to 
·Carry the scheme as proposed in the Bill. The 
bon. member for Bulloo read a, telegram from 
the owner of Galway Downs, in which that 
gentlEman stated distinctly that his trade was 
,done with Rockhampton, which was the natural 
port for that district. He thought the hon. 
member who had moved the amendment would 
be well advised if he withdrew it. 

Mr. PAYNE: It had been argued that if this 
,amendment was carried it would deprive Rock· 
hampton of some of the trade that it had been 
getting for all time. If he thought that for one 
moment he would not vote for the amendment, 
but he did not think so. As the Minister had 
pointed out, the direct distance from Brisbane 
through Obarleville and Adavale to \Vindorah 
was 153 miles greater than it was from Rock­
hampton to Windorah. Huw, then, could the 
adoption of the amendment take trade away from 
Rockhampton? He was going to vote for thE' 

amendment,, because he wished to shove Rock· 
hampton along. The amendment did not propose 
a railway by the shor,est route, but it would 
mean that Rockhampton would have to start 
wool sales of its own. The Treasurer stated that 
Galway Downs prodnce went to Blackall. That 
was not so. The produce from Galway Downs 
wrnt t<o Longreacb. 

The TREASURER: What ahont the telegram 
read by the hon. mem her for Bulloo? 

Mr. PAYNE : Mr. Purcell never sent an 
ounce of wool to Black nil ; he sent it all to Long· 
reach, and wool from stations even as far as 
Canterbury went to Longreach. Every ounce of 
the wool of both the large .nnd small stations 

around \Vindorah went to Long· 
[12 p.m.] reach, and even if you built a line 

straight to Windorah it would not 
rob Rock hampton of any trade; as a matter 
of fact, Rock hampton would get more trade, and 
that was the line that should be built. 

Ho!-i. E. B. FORREST (B,-isbane North): 
There seems to be a difference of opinion as 
to where the trade of Windorah went at the 
present time. It ha<l been stated by bon. 
members that mmt of it went to Longreach, 
and that vmy litt!H of it cm1e to Brisbane. 
\Vhatever might be said with regard t,, the 
trade of \Vindorab, there was no getting away 
from the fact that naturally it belonged to 
Rockhampton. When the Bill was introduced, 
it was stated that its object was to comerve to 
each pnrt the trade tha,t natnrally belonged to 
it, and he was strongly in favour of that 
principle. 'rhe natural exten"ion of railway 
communication to Thargomindah should be by 
the border line< It had been suggested that the 
railway should be extended to Tuen from Tober· 
m<•ry, 'and be was very sorry that extension was 
not included in the Bill. He was sorry he could 
not see his way to support the amendment to 
construct the line frorr: \Yallal to Windorah, 
becnuse if than were done he recognised that the 
Bill would be practically a dead bird. He would 
sooner see the line extended from \Valla! to 
Eromanga, and, if the amendment were altered 
in that direction, he would be glad to support it, 
and that would not interfere with the extension of 
the line down to Tuen. He therefore moved the 
omission of the word "iVindorah" with the view 
of insertin(i "Eroman(\a." 

Mr. MACARTNEY said he would be willing 
to accept the amendment suggested by his 
colleague. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
pointed out that substituting Eromanga for 
Tobermory would entirely alter Railway Dis­
trict A. If bon. members would look at the 
map in Schedule 1 they would see that Eromanga 
was only 20 miles from the northern boundary 
of the rail way district and about 100 miles from 
the southern boundary, while Tobermory was 
about 75 miles south of the northern boundary 
of the railway district, and was about the Aame 
distance north of the southern boundary. After 
a good deal of consideration, it was thought that 
the southern end of the Great \Vestern Railway 
should be at Tobermory, and for those reasons 
he could not see his way to accept the amend­
ment. 

Mr. MURPHY: Was tre proposed amend­
ment likely to interfere with the trade which 
naturally belonged to Brisbane? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: No. 
Mr. MURPHY : He realisEd that for the 

last quarter of the century those residents had 
complained about the trade which naturally 
belonged to the Gulf ports being taken to 
TownRville, and he did not wish to record any 

Mr. Murphy.] 
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vote that was likely to interfere with the natural 
trade of any particular port, It was very unfair 
that in connection with any scheme which in­
volved the expenditure of £4,000,000or£5,000,000, 
members should be asked to sit up all nigbt. 

HoN. R. PHILP : They wanted to build a 
line th;ot would do the most good to vVestern 
Queensland, and while he did not altogtther 
agree with the proposal in the Bill, he recog­
nised that if they altered the route in the South 
they would aho 'have to alter the rontes in the 
Centre and North. He suggested that the line 
be built from '.Valla! direct to the Bulioo, which 
would henefit a number of stations carrying over 
half a milli•m of sheep that would not hendit b:v 
the proposed line. It mu't be remembered that 
they were not building lines for to-duy or to­
morrow ; they were building them for all time, 
and they should take care not to make the same 
mistake as New South "\Vales had made. 

::\Ir. G. P. BARNES sincerely hoped the hon. 
member would withdraw his amendmt>nt, as 
instead of going North they shonld go further 
South, and he suggested that they cormect with 
the lin·•·) at Milee. 

HoN. E. B. FORREST: The route proposed 
by the bon. member for Townwille, from \Valla! 
direct to the Br.lloo, appettred to come within 
the scope of the margin allowed by the Bill, 
and if the Government were willing to carry out 
that proposal it would be a very good thing, and 
he would have no objection to withdraw his 
amendment. 

Mr. COLLI:'Il"S would like further informa­
tion on the proposed ronte from members who 
knew the country before he gave a vote on the 
amendment. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: Although he did not 
know the country to be traversed by the pro­
posed rail way, he was of the opinion that the 
line should be due west towards the setting 
sun instead of that continual drooping down 
south. 

Mr. SOMERSET: It would be both easier 
and shorter to build a line from Charleville t•i(i 
Adavale to \Vindorah than the proposed route, 
but that would necessitate altering the whole 
benefited area scheme; he thought, however, the 
route should be a little further north than was 
proposed in the Bill, through Comongin, even 
though it went south again to Tobermory. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That can be 
done under the provisions of the BilL 

Mr. COYNE pomted out that from the 
proposed terminus at Tobermory ·right away 
down tg the corner the trade was all lost 
to Queensland, and if the line was taken 
to Eromanga that trade would all go to 
South Australia, and they would be depriving 
Thargomindah and the districts around there of 
railway communication, to which they were 
entitled. 

Mr. FORSYTH: Under the Bill they had 
power to deviate 20 miles, and if that Wbre done 
it would meet the views of both the members for 
Brisbane North, and would take in the large 
sheep stations in that district. If the line went 
20 miles north of the proposed route, there would 
be no necessity to alter the clause at all, and the 
line could then run down south to Tobe1mory. 

Mr. FOLEY argued that members should 
decide on a ronte which would give the greatest 
good to the greatest number, and it certainly 
appeared that if they took the railway furthe'r 
north they would be depriving a large portion of 
the South of railway communication, and he 
would suppcrt the Government rather than the 
amendment moved by the hon. member for Bris­
bane North. 

[Mr. Murphy. 

Mr. ALLEi{ : As the route to \Yindorah had 
been defeated, and his constituents had been· 
deprived of what they wanted, he would vote 
for the next best thing. Evidently Thargomin­
dah could not get a railway to the town, and he 
would therefore support the section as it stood 
in order to get th~ railw•y as near to Thargomin­
dah as possible, the \Vindorah clistrict being 
provided with communication l"in Blackall. 

Mr. FERRICKS intended. to support the 
amendment, as it tended to bring trade to Bris­
bane which naturaily belonged to it. He would 
advocate the exten,ion of the three main trunk 
lines due west, and the linking up further east 
than was a\ pl'f·,ent proposed. He t!HJefore 
intended to sur>pnrt the amendmmt, and in 
doing that he wm1ld be making the best of a bad 
bargain. He did not believe in the railway 
policy of the Government, as it was many years 
before ils time. He would like some members 
on the Government side to get up and expound 
their vie\\'S em the amend1nent, as it wa1:1 very 
clesir"ble that the Committee should have further 
information on the matter. 

.Mr. H.YA::'-J was more satisfied than ever, 
after the discussion, that the Committee should 
have had more information in regard to the 
whole proposaL It was not desirable that they 
should hav'' a connection from \Valla! to \Vin­
dorah, and a con nee' ion from Blackall to "\Vin· 
dorah. They should not have the two lines 
converging on the one point. There was no 
doubt that the trade of Windorah rightly 
belonged to Central Queensland, ~~nd, therefore, 
he thought the connection should be further 
south, towards Tobrrmory. They had also to 
take into consideration the fact that Mr. Amos 
recommended that the line should connect with 
Tobermory, and that he rFcommended no con­
nection with "\Vindorah on the South. He would 
certainly vote against the amendment. 

Amendment (11Ir. Forrest's) put and negatived. 
Mr. HA::\IILTON moved the omission of all 

the words after" Tobermory," on line 6, to the 
word "thereabouts," on line 13. That was in 
keeping with the statement he had made on the· 
second reading, than while he approved of the 
western extensions, and was dead against the 
cross section, this amendment would wipe the 
cross section out. There was no necessity fol" 
tlmt sectwn, and they were saddling the people· 
out there with the 3 per cent. interest on the con­
struction of the western extensions as well as that. 
cross seclion. He wished to see the railways 
linked up nearer the coast, and Mr. Amos had 
included the line fro!ll Vvinton to Longreach as 
one of the very first lines that should be built. 
If that extension were made at once, and they 
were in the throes of a drought in two years'' 
time, the lessees would be enabled to shift their· 
stock; but even if the propositi as contained in the· 
Bill were carried, the lessees would be no better· 
off, as it would take years to complete the line. 

Mr. PAYNE would support the amendment. 
as it was not a fair thing in a sparsely populated 
district to •ay to the people "\V e are going to 
build this line and saddle you with the 3 per 
cent. on the cost, and we are not going to allow 
you to say whether you wish it built or not." 
If the Premier would not agree to take tbe line 
direct to Windorah, it would be a wise thing to· 
allow it to stop at Tobermory. 

Mr. i{EVITT intended to support the amend­
ment. As he had mentioned on the second 
reading, he had no objection to the western 
extensions, but he had a very strong objection to 
the trans·section. At the present time the line 
from Hughendm to "\Vinton was only paying 
.£116s. per cent., and the extension further west 
would not pay as well, and it would place a very 
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heavy burden on the lessees in those districts, 
and, according to the CommiRsioner's own report, 
those people would have to pay considerably more 
than So. fld. per square mile towards the upkeep 
of those lines. He did not think the time was 
opportune for making the cross section. 

Mr. LENNON was going to support the 
amendment. He was in favour of extending any 
of thA lines from the coast further west, and he 
was also in favour of linking up the railways 
between Long1each and \Vinton, and had advo­
cated the linking up of those lines f<•r many 
years. The Premier had again referred to bon. 
members of the Opposition as wasting time. 
Had not the bon. member for North Brisbane 
wasted time ? 

The ACTING OHATRMAN: Order! I 
would ask the hon. member to confine his re­
marks to the question before the Committee. 
'l.'he hon. member should have repliEd to the 
Premier at the time he had accused han. mem­
bers of wasting time. 

Mr. LENNON again asked the Premier to 
postpone the construction of the erG's oection 
until the Committee had further information. 

Mr. FERRICKS could not support the 
amendment, ae he was opposed to the construc­
tion of the era's section altogether. He would 
point out that it would take twenty-four years 
t'' complete the construction of that railway, 
and contended that although mistakes had been 
made in the past, they should not perpetuate 
those mistakes. In any propo>al to connect 
Tobermory with Camooweal, it was a pertinent 
question to ask what was to become of the Gulf 
ports. 

Mr. RYLA:0i"D was opposed to the construc­
tion of a line from Tobermory to Camooweal, 
as he considered it was too far out. He had in 
his hand the scheme proposed by Sir Thomas 
Moil wraith. 

The ACTING CHAIRMAN : Order ! I 
would ask the hon, member to confine himself to 
the question before the Committee. The scheme 
as proposed by the late Sir Thom<ts Mci!wraith 
has nothing to do with the question before the 
Committee. 

Mr. RYLAND: He was in favour of linking 
up the main trunk lines, but he considered that 
the present pruposal was too far out, and the 
very line they were asked to agree to was the one 
which Mr. Amos recommended for consideration 
at some future time. He thought the Committee 
should vote unanimously in f~tvour of the amend­
ment. There was a sort of understanding that 
the proposed rail way would be used in con nee· 
tion with the Fedenl! tr,.nscontinental railway, 
and, if that was so, they should take into con­
sideration the question of gauge, as if it was to 
be used in connection with defence it was 
ahsolutPly essenthtl that all the railways in 
Australia should be of uniform gauge, so that 
troops could be transferred from one part of 
Australia to the other without unnecessary 
delay. 

The ACTING CHAIR~IAN indicated that the bon. 
member's time had expired. 

Mr. RYLAND, continuing, said: As the 
plans and specifications were not ready, they 
would not be able to commence the construction 
of the cross section for at least three year~, and, 
therefore, the mn,tter should bfl postponed to 
allow of the question of gauge being thoroughly 
investigated. He knew the advantages of the 
3-feet-6-inch gauge, and also the ad vantages of 
the 4-feet-8~-inch gauge, and hA understood that 
on the latter gauge they could carry the maxi­
mum load for the minimum expense. 

The ACTING CHAIRMAN indicn,ted that the bon. 
member's further time had expired. 

Mr. ::\IULLAN pointed out that Mr. Amos, 
i'1 his report, not only did not recommend the 
construction of the cross l'ection, but said it 
"1nay" be taken into considtration at smne 
future time, and even at that late hour he 
thought the Minister might withdraw the pro· 
posal. 

:Nir. :MURPHY would vote against the con­
struction of that cross section, as it meant the 
expenditure "f a ~ery large amount of money. 
Believing this was a leap in the dark, he th,Jugh~ 
the matter should stand over for some time. He 
objected to the building of a line which the 
representati''" of \Vestern Queensland said it 
was a great misbketo build. If a division were 
taken he would vote for the amendment. 

Mr. Fl~RRICKN supported the amendment 
because he refused to be a party to what he 
c·msidered would be the permanent stagnation of 
the agricultural industry if this line was built. 
If we bunched into a proposal of this magnitude, 
the wante of agriculturists in re;;ard to railways 
would not receive due attention. It would take 
about twenty-four years to finisf1 the work, and 
there w:.s another question which had to do with 
the introduction of this railway. The Premier 
had not received an invitation to the O.Jrona­
tion proceeding•; while the other Australian 
Premiers had, so the Premier wished to bring 
his name prominently before the Impe~ial 
Authorities. He was surprised at the farmmg 
representatives supporting this railway, which 
w;;s desii!ned in the interests of the middlemen. 
They did not look after the interests of the 
primary producers. 

Mr. D. HUNTER : If they pas<ed this cross 
section, which bon. members oppoeite were -
objecting to the most, the people would have an 
opportunity of expressing their opinion at the 
next general election, as the cross section could 
not be commenced before that time. The 
Federal Government were proposing to build a 
line right through a desert, and to go in for a 
£10,000,000 loan, but this proposal would be of 
great benefit to Queensland. The House would 
hold the whole power in its hands, and would be 
able to say in two 'or thrte years whether the 
cross section should be carried ant. ThP. bon. 
member for \Varrego had shown that it was 
going to do gocd for Queensland. Hon. members 
oppo;ite were making a party move of this 
matter, so that they could make it a fighting 
plank at the next election. 

Mr. FERRIOKS explained that be had had a 
considerable experience in the \Vest, having en­
gaged in fencing and other work, and he objected 
to the bon. member for Woo!loongabba stating 
that he (1\Ir. Ferricks) knew nothing about the 
\Vest and opposed the proposal from party 
mo\i~es. Another thing-, for the bon. member 
to sav that the Federal Government was con­
cernecl about the effort to centralise trade here 
was incorrect ; they would construct the1r rail­
way through South Australia to Oodnachtta no 
matter what we did. 

Mr. COLLINS said it had been stated that a 
person wanted to live in Central Queensland 
before he could vote on this rail way, but that 
was a childish argument. They had been sent 
into Parliament to make laws for the whole of 
the State, and he had as much right to exp~ess h_is 
opinion on this railway as the man who hve~ m 
that particular district. He would vote agamst 
the C"mstruction of this crnss section. 'rhey 
wanted a railway from Charlestown to George­
town but there was no money for that line, 
yet there was money enough for this squatters• 

Mr. Collins.] 



2588 Great TVatern [ASSEMBLY.] Raiiway BitT. 

railway. A large amount of money would have to 
be borrowed for this cross •ection. The pastoral 
industry could be carried on without railways at 
their hack doors. They were carting wool right 
down from ·western Queensland to Broken Hill 
at the present time and making it pay. '!'here­
fore thie croos section conld wait for many 
years, The fact that the Government said it 
might not be sl arted for two or t.hree years 
proved that the Government would not have 
plans or specifications ready for a long time, 
It would take £2,208,000 for the cross section, 
which amount could be spent in a more repro­
ductive manner. 

Mr. J<'OLF.::Y supported the amendment, on 
the recommendation of lYir. Amos in his report, 
in which he presented a lithograph with a red 
line showing the route over which he travelled. 
The dotted lines, denoting the cro"' sectiom, he 
said, might be taken into consideration at some 
future date. The Minister said we might have 
an election before this cr0ss section wa.s started, 
and if two years elapsed before a start was made, 
the proposal should be held over, but the Govern­
ment refused to agree to that suggestion, which 
had been repeatedly made. He thought it was 
pushed forward because the Govermnentthought, 
in view of the Federal Government taking over 
the State debts, they would not allow the State 
Government to spend the money required for 
the undertaking. He was not opposed to running 
the trunk lines out further '\Vest, as indicated 
by the full red lines in the report. Mr. Amos 
<recommended a linking up between Longreach 
to '\Vinton and Blackall to Longreach, which 
would be ample for many years to come, and if 
the Government would be satisfied with that 
part he would support it. 

Mr. MURPHY would oppose this cross sec­
tion. They had been told it was unlikely that 
any work on the line would be done for many 
years to coiiJe. The Premier said it would take 
twenty years to build the whole scheme, and 
where was the necessity for going in for this 
()Omprehensive scheme? If we spend all this 
money on this cross-section, how could we build 
a11 those model towns which the hon. member 
for South Brisbane brought news about from 
Canada? (LRnghter.) If we wanted to open up 
the Western country we could do it better by 
building these model villages. 

At 2.30 a.m., 
Mr. GRANT resumed the chair. 

Mr. COLLINS pointed out that members 
opposite were advocating this railway, which Mr. 
Amos, their own expert, said would not pay. 
Was it the intention of the Government to 
borrow the money required for this cross section 
locally? The amount required would be about 
£650,000. He did not think this railway 
need be built for another generation. The 
Government were endeavouring to legislate for 
posterity. He was not prepared to tax 
the people of Queensland any more than they 
were at the present time. No sane business man 
would propose to build a railway for an industry 
which would pay without a railway, like the 
pastoral industry. 

Mr. HARDACRE had no objection at all to 
the We~tern extension, but he was opposed to 
the cross section in the extreme West. Ten 
years ago they were asked to give relief to the 
pastoralists out there, on account of droug-ht, 
which in 1900 had been raging for seven or eight 
years. This was nearly as bad as the proposed 
desert railway of the Federal Government, 
which he was not in favour of. Our past history 

[Mr. Collins. 

showed that the bulk of our population and 
stock were going ! o be settled nearer the coast. 
He remembered a map being shown which indi­
cated that 68,000 square miles of conntry were 
affe~ted by drought, and out of which 28,000 
sq nare miles had benn thrown up by pastoral 
lessees in 1902. He read a rep0rt made at that 
time by Mr. Gibson, one of the land commis­
sioners in the South-west, who had had twenty­
two years' experiencP i11 connection with the 
rivers, and he said that the annual flood waters 
were insufficient to cut deep channels. The 
trees were not more than one-third of that of the 
treEs 400 miles further East, which showed the 
dry nature of the country, and h was only rarely 
that artesian water was suitable for irrigation 
purposes. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN did nob think this cross 
section would lead to much sett.Jement. He had 
no objection to extmding the trunk lines further 
west, but he objected to this trans-section. The 
best policy to pursue would be to settle ~he 
people on the land in districts already possessmg 
railways. With regard to the line being useful 
for defence purposes, he could only say that if 
an enemy got into that part of the country he 
would not be able to live. 'Ihe maintenance of 
the line would be very costly also; as there was 
such a deficiency of tirn her there. It was said 
that starving stcck would make it p•y ; but if a 
drought occurred the pastomlists would want 
the stock carried for nothing, and there would be 
no profit from the line, and they would expect 
the foJder to be carried free on the railways. It 
had been said thaL this trans-section would benefit 
Brisbane; yet Brisbane escaped the share of 
respnnsibility for any los3 which occnrre:l. The 
Government evidently intended to refuse all 
amendmente. 

Mr. WIENHOI,T expressed the opinion 
that this cross section was too ffl.r out, but he 
would not eodanger the whole sche·me because 
he considered it was too far out. As we pro­
ceeded with the work, the new experience gained 
rni"ht lead ns to make the cross section nearer 
eas

0

t, We did not commit ourselvt>H until we 
started the cross sections. He would like to be 
assured that the cross sections would not be 
started until we had completed two of the exten­
sions, and then we would have more experience 
to guide us. 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER objected to these cross 
sections, as they would not promote settlement. 
They were too far west, and he should like to 
see them brought further east. 

Mr. HARDACRE read a report published in 
the Courier in 1900, describing the state of the 
country at that time, which was before what was 
called "the great drought" commenced in 
Queensland. All the evidence went to show 
clearly that the normal condition of the country 
was drought-stricken. They were not justified 
in constructing a rail way in such a country as 
that; it would not serve for the carriage of 
stock, but a line 150 miles further east would 
do so. There were numerous objections to 
running the cross sections in the pxtreme west 
of Queensland. 

The PREMIER: Where the rivers are 100 miles 
wide. (Laughter.) 

Mr. HARDACRE : That was when the 
water from the Northern watershed came down 
in flood time. The Premier would have a finger 
in putting the loan on the market. This cross 
section was there because it looked well on the 
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map, and appearEd to be a big scheme. It was 
remarkable that every man who knew the 
Western country was opposed to the cross 
section there. He pointed out the insanity of 
putting the cross section where it would not 
serve one good purpose. The Premier said they 
had got power to alter it afterwards, and some 
members said it was not likely to be built, but 
they had no right to pass it if that was the casP, 
Let them build a cross se-:tion in a place where 
it would serve the purposes intended. 

Mr. COYNE explained that the country 
through which this cross section was proposed to 
be made was very poor country. The proper 
thing was to make the connection further east­
ward, where the rainfall was better, and where 
the people could better meet the liability on the 
guarantee. A line from :Morven .on to 'fambo 
and Blackall would serve far better than this 
cross section. The country out thpre could only 
support a certain numbet• of st< ck p ·r square 
mile. With the good seasons we had had for 
seven or eight years, the country looked grand, 
but there was a different tale to tell when a 
drought came on. He mentioned one station on 
which there were 54,000 head of cattle, hut after 
the drought there were n<>t 100 head left. Why 
not build our \Vestern extensions first, befL>re we 
passed the cross section, which he was sure 
would be a dead weight on the people settled 
there at lhe preomt time. The people living out 
there 'vere opposed to. the eros~ st:ction, and they 
were not actuated by anything but the most 
honourable motives. 

::VIr. ItYLAND pointed out that the reports of 
Mr. George PhiLi~s and other experts were in 
favour of linking up between Longreach and 
Hughenden. They all agreed that the twe•ent 
linking up proposal was too far west. 

l\Ir. J. 1\T. HFNTER contended that we were 
going too far Wf'Rt in 8tarting a cross sectir 1n frmn 
Tohernl.,ry. The point ~honld he near~ r east, 
su that both sides nf the Stat.e could be server!. 
Inslf''ld uf being the main artery of the Htate, it 
Wl.M3 being put too far out in inferior conn'ry and 
where feeders c:mld noc be sent out on one 
sidP. He contended that a better route could be 
chosen, as was [•roved by Mr. George PhillipH's 
report. 

:Mr. LAND was in favour of the amendment, 
bee., use the whole of the cross sections were too 
far inland and away from the minfall, and the 
country would not he able to rai~e the amount of 
stock to warrant the exr,enditurf\ of so much 
money. The fact that the line w,>uld not pc;y 
wn,s a strong argument against starting it at all. 
The rainfnll could not hfl increased, and that 
was an argurnent ngain"'t. thP contention that a 
much greater number of stock C:1u!d be raised in 
that country. Dnt if we opened the good country 
with a gnorl rainfall, further east, there would be 
practic t!ly no lirmt to the number of stcck 
which could be raiscd. This was too <Xpensi ve 
an und·rtakin~. I~ diU not nwtter \Yhether the 
PremiBr said t~hey Wtre Htonewalling. They had 
a duty to p~·rf(JrBI, and were re~pi!nsihJe to their 
cnn-;titn-nt-;, It ,v,n.;; his b0111 den duty to OJ·pose 
the clanw. If the fi,,,t ·ec'ion of this ~cheme 
was passed, what cbance had tiH·y of preventi• g 
the pass,lge of the l'cmaiuing sections? The dtty 
would come when the Premier would find out 
that he was making a mistake, and many things 
said by members on this side would prove to be 
right. He was b,rn in Queensland, and he had 
seen many booms in which he had never profited 
as a. worker. 

Question-That the words proposed to be 
omitted (llfr. Hamilton's amendment) stand part 
of the clau.oe-put; and the Cm!!mitteedivided :-

AYES, 34. 
Mr. Allan Mr. Hodg-e 

" 
Appel " Hunter, D. 

" 
Barnes, G. P. Kidston 

" 
Barnes, W. H. .. }facartney 
.Hooker .. Jlackintosh 
Bouchard " 

Morgan 
Brennan 

" 
Paget 

" 
Bridges 

" 
Petrie 

" Corser 
" 

Philp .. Cotten Somerset 
Cribb Stoflart 
Denham .. Swayne. 

" 
Forrest 

" 
Tho1·n 

Forsyth Tolmie 

" Grayson Walker 
Gunn 

" 
White 

Hawthorn " 
Wienholt 

Tellers: Mr. Cotten and Mr. D. Hunter. 

~()ES, 23, 
~Ir. Allen 

:Breslin 
Collins 

}lr. :Yiav 

, Co:rne 
crawford 
ll1erricks 
Foley 
ILtmilton 
Hardacre 
IInnter, J. }L 

,, r~and 
Lennon 

, Mtilcahy 
)fullan 

, Murphy 
}fcLachlan• 
Nevitt 
O'Sullivan 

:: Payne 
, Ryan 
, Ryland 
n "'\Vinstanley 

?'ell vi's: )Ir. :1fnrphy and ::Ur. Ryan. 

PAinS. 

Ayes-:\fr, Rankin and Mr. Fox. 
Noes---.~!r. Douglas and J.Il'. Bla1r. 
Itesolved in the atfirmath·e. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES moved the insertion. 
after" there!lb 1uts," line 13, of the words ''and­
also from Tohermory, proceeding in a south­
e: .. terly dir, ction to a point near 'Wild, a 
dhtance of sixty mile8 or thereabouts." 

Mr. l\I URPHY asked for some reason for the 
amendment. \Vas it part of the Yia recta? 
(Laughter.) If so, h8 would oppose i", \Vnuld 
the Rm·mdment not mean the shifting of the 
benefi ed area? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAII,\VAYS: ]'\ o. 

l\fr. MUitPHY: Perhaps the ::\finister would, 
tell them something about it. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
He would accept the ~,mendment becaus" it was 
a rensonable one. It would not netd any altera­
tion of the boundarieR, and would give mil way 
facilities to tl1e l'• oplo in the Th•rgomindah 
district. 

Mr. OOYKE: The amendment was one of the 
wildest and moot insane amendments tbat bad 
been propos,;d. The pbce had been ab<tndoned, 
and was not on the 1nain ro.:ld tv Thargomindah. 

The PREmER: The purpose is that the rail­
way should go to Tuen. 

::\Ir. OOY:\'E: It should not go to Tuen 'at 
all. It should go to Thnrgornindah and then to 
Bungprfurd. The amendment took the line to 
a place c tlied 'Wild Block, and it "'"'' a mad 
prop Jsal to bring the line b.tck in a ROutb­
easterly clinction. He hoped tbere was no busi­
n~ss in the amendrnent, 

Mr. ,J. i\1. HU:-ITER: 'The amendm,cnt was. 
ar, absurd pwpo•al. It was a triangle of land, 
and bad country, tuo, surrounded by a railway. 
It was a waste of public money to build such a 
railway. J<~ven if the extra line did benefit the 
via recta, it should never be built. It was the 

Mr. J. M. Hunter.] 
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height of absurdity to make such a proposal. It 
was just to show that \Varwick was not forgotten 
in the great rail way scheme. 

The PREMIER: One good reason to extend 
the rail way to the border of the benefited area 
was that when thny wished to extend the border 
railway to Tuen they would not be able to extend 
the line to meet the border railway unless they 
put it in now. All that country would have the 
shortest route then to Brisbane, and also to Port 
Darwin. 

Mr. LAND : If the line went to Thargomin­
dah and Tuen, and th~n went on to meet the 
border rail way, it would be all right. Why cut 
Dnt an old-established town like Thargomindah? 

The PREMIER: It will be within 30 miles of 
Tbargomindah. 

Mr. LAND : i:lurely the people who went to 
Thargomindah in the early days, and dealt with 
Brisbane all the time, were entitled to some 
.consideration ! There was some good conntry 
round Thargomindah, and it would be far better 
.to run the line there instead of to Wild. '.rhere 
was nothing at \Vild to justify taking a railway 
1here. He appealed to members opposite to 
take a common-sense view of it. 

J\11-. G. P. BARKES: During the second 
reading the Premier said that the object was to 
connect "ith Tnen and \Vooroorooka, and other 
speaker• had referred to it. He argued that 
they would eonoerve all that tmde for Brisbane 
by accepting the amendment. 

Mr. HAMILTON: }Ir. Amos was sent out 
·to recon1mend a certain route, and thev were 
departing altogether from the route be ~ree~1tn­
lnended, becau~e of a little c_\ucns of n1embers 
behind the G"vernmeat. i>Ir. Arr,o,; neYer re­
commenced the <xtra 60 mile", and the Go­
vernment ;~;('eepted it kt thA wish of tnembers 
sitting- behind them, al:.bong-h Lhe G vcJrnment 
would not ace 'Pt what ::\lr. Amos really did 
recommend. The New South \V~tle" line might 
link up at Hungerford im-tead oi at \Vooroorokit. 
The amendment wrr< acceptd1 merely to please 
the bon. member fnr \Varwick, and because the 
Government considered that an extra 60 miles 
did not, mat,ter. It was >~illy, and thPy might as 
well not have sent Mr. Am us out at all. 

Ho:s-. R. PHILP: It w rs a silly amendment, 
and he would OPP''·e it. If they were going to 
extend the line at oJl from Toherrnory, it should 
go to Thargomindah. It would make the whole 
thing a farce to come back in a south-easterly 
direction. (Hear, hear!) 

Mr. NEVITT: If the amendment were 
accepted, it "onld make the Government look 
ridiculous. A tnore ridiculous atnendment was 
never moved in any Parlian1ent., and it waR 
only accepted ben use the Glll emment want<Jd 
to retain office. 

Mr. ALLEX c mtended that it would be hard 
to concei\'e a sillier proposal. It was nnt serving 
his districf, but rather placPd a yoke on it. 
\Vhy not take the line to Tnatgcmindah, n.nd go 
to the south-western corner and get snrnfl of the 
trade that nmv went to NewS •nth \Vales and 
Sonth Australia? Whoa,ked fortheamendmeut? 
The people out \Vest did not ask for it. It was 
dragging the line across the Bnlloo River a second 
time to a deserted nlace mtl!ed \Vild. They knew 
,th~tt public meeti,;g-, had been held, and some 
p!?ople's political skins \Vere in dang- r, and that 
was the reason for the amendment. The people 
in the i:J,mth-westem district woulcl have to pay 
for the line without having :' chance of soyiug 
whether thev apJ'r,>Ved of It or not. 'rhe Go­
vernment did not know where the line was g-oing 
at all. It was patPnt to everyone what a 
trumpery affair the whole thing was. It ap-

[Mr. J. M.llunter. 

peared that ~.Ir. Amos's report was only good in 
su far as he agreed with the red ink line adopted 
in Brisbane. 

The ACTING CHAIRMAN indicated that the bon. 
member'• time had expired. 

Mr. MURPHY a• ked what would be the extra 
cost of mileage if they adopted the amendment? 
He believed it was to cost another £180,000. It 
was one of the wilde"t railway schemesim!lginable. 
It looked as if the Government were going wild on 
railways (Laughter.) The people when they 
looked at such a proposal would consider that 
the members, instead of being sent to Parlia­
ment, should have been sent to Goodna. Why 
not build a rail way from the Gulf instead of 
adopting such a proposal a,; was contained in the 
amendment? The Premier ong-ht to put the 
whole thing- before them at once, instead of doing 
it piecemeal. Let them have the Gulf line as 
well. 

The PREMIER: Tn speaking on the second 
reading he explained what was the scheme of 
the Government in the matter of connecting the 
railways there. It would make no difference to 
the scheme, and after what bad been said by 
hon. members he sug-gested that the amendment 
be withdrawn. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES was sorry that hon. 
members did not see the ad vantage of his pro­
posal. However, with the consent of the Com­
mittee, be would withdraw his amendment. 

Amendment, by !ea,·e, withdrawn. 

Mr. PAYNE moved that the wonl "Black­
all" be deleted on line 14 "ith the view of 
il sertiog "Long-reach." The line, if taken from 
LongrP lch, would be bnil,, for £1,300 per mile 
cheaper; it \vas a shorter line and it would pa.F<i.; 
through better cr.untry. It wasH milfS "hen ter 
than the prnpu,Pd Black all line. The Blaclwll 
JLnple had di,tinctly refuS<d to be>rr the 3 
per cent. co..;t nf the E-xtension from Biackall~ lmt 
the people a1oug tbe extension front Longre ~ch 
were wi1Hng to pay the guaranteP. 

The SECR1<~TARY FOR RA1LWAYI:'\: 
From \Vindorah it would be 30 miies longer 
to the coast ,-;a Longreach than via Blackall. 
The people at llfracombe thought the rail way 
should go from Ilfracombe to \Vindorah, and the 
Longreacb people wanted it to go from Long­
reach to Palparam. The Blackall extension 
would serve the people in that district mncb 
better than the Longreach extension, ,~,lthl!ugh 
he admitted there were good arguments in favour 
of both. 

Mr. HAMILTON was sony that the Minister 
wonld not accept the anrendment. The Long­
reach Pxtension would serve gCH .J -heep country, 
much better than tLere wos in the other connec­
tion. The Hlackall people voted agaiust the 
propoml a few ye,rs ago, anrl now they were in 
favonr pf it bPCHJSe Blackall ,q;.,. outside the 
benefited area, and wonld not have to pay the 
guarantee, and they did !lilt \\ant to lose the 
trade there. 

;\Ir. PAYNE: He wonld not have moved the 
amendment if it had bken the t•ade from the 
natnral port. The C.mmJis,ioner showed that it 
would cost le~s to bnild the line from Longreach. 
If it was going to take the trade from Rock­
hamp' on, he would not move the amendment. 
The ljne sht1uld nevt-r ha\·e gone to IJongreach 
in tbe first place; but, as it did go there, they 
should nnke the extensicm from Longreach now, 
as it would run through some of the best grRzing 
country in Aust.ralio, while on the Blackall 
extf n'iun there was " lot of inferinrlanrl. In the 
best intere't s of Qneensland the Long reach 
extf nsion sbould be made. There was no need 
to ~titer the boundaries of the benefited arras. 
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Mr. RYLAND supported the amendment. 
'The map accompanying Jlilr. Amos'• report 
showed that he favoured the Longreach exten· 
sion. It was splendid country down the 
Thomson from Longreach. It was not so long 
ago that the people along the Blackall-Welford 
extension defeated the proposal to make that 

-connection by a large majority, and it WM better 
to build the extension from Longreach. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Mr. Amos 
did not in his plan or in his report recommend 
a line from Longre>tch to vVindCJrah, but from 
Longreach to Palparara. 

Mr. RYLA~D: It looked from the m>tp th>tt 
Mr. Amos's proposed extensiGn from Longreach 
was shorter. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It is 30 miles 
longer. 

Question-That the word propo,ed to be 
omitted stand part of the ~lanse {lffl·. Papne's 
.-amendment)-put; and the Committee divided:--

AYES, 3~. 
Mr. Allan Mr, Hodge 

, Appel , Hunter, D. 
BarnP-", G. P. , Kidston 
Barnes, \V. H. , :Jiacartney 
Hooker " ::uacldnto~h 
Bouchard \forgan 
Br,-,nnan , l'aget 
Bridges , Petrie 
Corser ,, Rnm 
Cattell , :somerfet 

,, CritJb , St.otlart 
Denham , Swayne 

, Forrest, , 'l'horn 
, Fdrsyth , 1'olmie 
,. (irayson ., '\Va!ker 

Gnnn , U'htte 
ll Hr~wthorn , Wienholt 

Tellers: .lir. Cribb and jlr, Thorn. 

}fr. Allen 
Breslin 
Collins 

, Coy11e 
Crawford 
Verrieks 
Foley 
Hannllon 

, Hardacre 

NoEs, 22. 
l\Ir, Lennon 
,. :vray 
u 2\!ulcahy 
, 2\.-:Inllan 
,, lfurphy 

1\icLacl.J.lan 
, Nevitt 
,. O'Sullivan 
,, Payne 
, Ryland Hunter, J, M. 

Land , , "\V .. instanley 
)It·. Coyne and Mr .. J. ~L Hunter, 'l'ellet·.;;: 

PAIRS. 

Ayes-).Ir. Rrmkin and Mr. Fox. 
"Noes -Jir. Douglas nnd l\:lr. Bhiir. 
Resolved in the affirmative. 

Mr. HAMILTON moved the deletion of the 
words "Sulieman's Creek," with ihe view of in~ 
serting '' Rochedale.' It would serve the L~dy 
Fanny and other group of mines by 8ccepting 
the amendment. 

'l'he. Prm;mEH: There is a margin of 20 miles 
allowed on the cross line and connecting line. 

Mr. HAMILTON: Twenty miles margin w.ts 
not 8Ufl:icient. If the clause were amended as he 
sugl'(ested it would serve the wh·Jle of tbe TTpper 
Georgina. Rochedale was the be;t place tC' tmve 
the objective of that !me, as it would serve a big 
mining district. It would serve more P'nt>le 
and better country. 

The PREMH~R: H~ asked the bon. mef'lber 
not to press bis amendment, not with the 'dea 
0f not t~kin . .; it there, but their idea was to 1 ake 
the railway to where there was the be<t ch>tnre of 
trade. They had a margin of 20 :niles on e"'ch 
side, and it waH suzgesrerl that i~ should b<> 25 
miles. If it were found nece;;sary to come to 
Rochedale if the mining development requirdd it, 

after coming from the Duchc"S, then with the 
margin of 20 miles they would be able to come 
through Rochdale. 

Mr. HAMILTON: He was up in that country 
a few years ago and he was certain that JI/Ir. 
Amos never went over the place marked on the 
plan in his motor-car, because there were some 
very stiff mountains there. It was all mountain­
ous country, and the route of the line was shown 
through it. 

Mr. MAY supported the remarks of the hon. 
member for Gregory. He had been all over the 
district las~ year, and even if the margin were 
increased to 25 miles it would not be <>ufficient 
to inclutle Rochdale. 

Amendment (JJir. Hamilton's) put and nega­
th·ed. 

Mr. NEVITT moved the deletion of all the 
words after "Sulieman's Creek," on line 4B. A 
total of 250 tons of material was required for 
every 1 mile of railway. The distance from 
Townsville to Cloncurry was 488 miles, and it 
would cost .£33, (1:\G extra to bring the material 
from To .vu-.ville ins lead of from the Gulf port. 

Mr. MURPHY : The object of the amend­
ment ,,·as to run out a line from the Gulf port 
and save the extra cost in the haulage of railway 
material. 

Mr. NEnT'r: And to inwre the trade fur the 
na\uml port. 

At 5.40 a.m., 
The ACTING CHAIR1HA:'\: Under Stand­

ing Order No. 171, I c.Jl! O'; tho bon. member for 
\V oulloougal:lba to relieve n1e in tbe chalr. 

Mr. D. HuNTER took the chair accordingly. 
Mr. MURPHY: The o1t1endment de,i:ed to 

p· otect the trade of the Guif for a Guif port, 
and if a raiiwt1y were builr. to a G-ulf pore it 
\vou!d save a lPt in the co.,t of carriagf>. 

'l'h~ SECRETARY FOR RAILWAY::\: 
He did not see how the amendment would bring 
about the conn"clion between Cloncurry and the 
Gulf. The Bili proposed to tap the Barklay 
Tableland at Carr;ooweal, as re2omnrended by 
:Mr. Amos, bnt the amendment proposed to 
knock that out. 

Mr. NEVITT: The trade from Barklay 
Tableland would not go over the rail way to 
Townsville. It would go by teams to Burke­
t0wn, as it went at present, The trade of that 
district belonged to the port of Burketown. The 
railway from the Gulf should be construded in 
order to save that extra mileage of railway. 

Mr. MURPHY pointed out that Mr. Phillips 
presented a rep·•rt on the best method of open­
ing up the Gulf country, and he recommended 
that the railway should be built from Burketown 
to C:tmooweal. 

Queslion-Th"t the word.- proposed to be 
omitted (1lfr. Nevitt's amendment) s'anrl part 
of the question- puL; and the Committee 
divided:--

Mr. Allan 
, Appel 

Barnes, G. P. 
,. Barnes, '\V. II. 

Rooker 
Boucbar<l 
llrt-nnan 

, Bridges. 
Corser 
Oottell 
Cribb 
llenl1am 
l~m·re~t 

,, Forsyth 
,, Grayson 

Gunn 
, Hawthorn 

lYir. Hodge 
Kids ton 

, ~\iar:utney 

" -:\Tnckinto~h 
, ~organ 
, Paget 

J>etrie 
, Philp 

Somerset 
,. Stodart 
,, Swayne 

Thorn 
, Tolmie 

Walker 
White 

, \Vienholt 

Teller•: Mr. Cotten and Mr. Wienholt. 

Mr. Murphy.] 
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Mr. Allen 
, Breslin 
H Collins 
" Coyne 
, Crawford 
, Ferricks 
, Foley 
.. Hamilton 
, Hardacre 

Xors, 23. 

, Hunter,J.lL 
Land 

, Lennon 

Mr. ~fay 
, Mulcahy 
, Mullan 
, Murpby 
, :McLachlan 
, Nevitt 
, O'Snllivan 
, Payne 
, Ryan 
, Ryland 
, ·winstanley 

Tellers: :Mr. Breslin and ~Ir. Winstanley. 

PAIRS. 

Ayes-lllr. Rankin and Mr. Fox. 
Noes-:;\1r. Douglas and Mr. J3lair. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

HoN. R. PHILP moved the insertion of 
"five" after "twenty" in line 57. 

[6 a.m.] He thought it would improve the 
Btl! to increase the margin with 

to the route from twenty to twenty-five respect 
miles. 

'The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
said he thought the amendment would be an 
improvement. 

Amendment agreed to. 

Mr. MURPHY called attention to th,, fact 
that the Railway Act of 1863 was passed to 
repeal a syndicate railway Act which had pre­
viously been passed. 

Clause, as amended, put and pas;;ed. 
Clauses 2 and 3 ]JUt and passed. 
On clause 4-" Application of Railways 

Acts"-
Mr. PAYNE protested against a distinction 

being made between this line and the railways 
constructed under the Act of 1905. 

Clause put and passed. 

On clause 5-" Section 4 of Act of 1906 not to 
apply to railway di,tricts "-

1\lr. HAJ\I!LTON opposed the clau>e. he 
believed in the guaran\eo principle, provided 
the people interestfd knew the conditions and 
had the right of veto; but in thi< case the line 
would be forced on them willy-nil!y, and they 
would have to bear tbe cost of the guarantee 
without being allowed to have any say in the 
matter. 

Mr. HA!tDAORE contended that the crush­
ing bnrrlen imposed by the guarantee would drive 
out settlemeot. He opposed the clause. 

::VIr. RYAN argned against the clause, which 
to8k away the protection in the Act of 1D06 to 
re,idents in the so-called benefited areas. It 
wa-; u rnonstrous prnposition to impt;se this 
guarantee on people without giving- them a \'OlCe 

in the question ''" to whether the ·line should be 
con>tructed or not. In his district there were 
plrlce,in th•· benefited area that would JecPive no 
benefit at all: forexamt•le. Isi,ford, Stonehenge, 
and r•ear Blaclmil. A "l'irit <>f frtir play shou'd 
induce bon. member" to remove the c01r1pulsory 
gcmrantee. He would mlber see clause 9 of the 
Act <>f 1\lOG ID'•,de inoperative, so that the rents 
of h,ldings who"e value wa< enhanced by the 
con-tructH'll of the lin" might be reasseseed by 
the L~nd Cuurt. lf there w"s an advanc,ment 
in valne, 1 hat shonld be made to bear any l"ss 
tha\ might accruP. The Government would 
c;trry the rail way in any case, and he could only 
fight to prevent an uuju-t imposition on some uf 
his electors. 

Mr. HYLAXD protested against the clause 
on the ground that it was not fair to give the 
people in the benefited area no right of veto. In 
any case the guarantee should be bas(d only on 
the increased value. 

[HJ.Jn. R. Philp. 

Mr. PAYNE contended that it was not fair 
to put the leaseholder on the same footing as the 
freeholder in connection with this guarantee. 

Mr. MURPHY said the only point on which 
exception could be taken to the clause was the 
departure from the ]Jrinciple of the Act of 1906; 
in regard to giving the people interested the right . 
of veto. 

HoN. R. PHILP sympathised very much· 
with the people who would not benefit by the 
railway though they might be included in the 
benefited area. In a big s~heme like thiB wme 
few persons were bound to suffer, but it would 
be unwise to risk the defeat of the scheme by 
taking a vote. They should let the Bill g·o· 
through, and they could afterwards c >rrect any· 
injustice found to exist. 

Mr. ALLEN contended that they had no right. 
to take a way the right of veto without :tiso· 
taking away the responsibiiity in regard to· 
taxation. 

The AOI'ING CHAIRMAN: Clause 4,. 
which has already been passed, ]Jrovides f,Jr the 
taxation of people in the benefited area. Clause 
5 deals solely with the <JUestion of taking away 
the right of veto, and I hope hon. members will 
keep to the question before the Committee. 

The PRE:\liER said the clause was not. 
worth five minutes' discussion. There wns only 
one point to decide-whether they would give· 
the people in the benefited ar<'.> the righ~ of veto. 
lt had already been prqvided in clau~e 4 that 
they would have to pay the benefit. 

Mr. RYLAND again protPsted against the 
imposition of a guarantee without any right of 
veto. 

The ACTii'\G CHAIRMAN: I cannot allow 
any further discussion on the taxation que,tion. 

Mr. ALLEN moved the nmission of the words 
"section four." in line 10, wir.b the view of in­
serting" .srction"j four and six." If this railway 
was a national work, a> it had b,en de,cdhed, 
the liability should be I•Ut on the whole State. 

Mr. J. M. HuNTER supported the amend· 
ment. The que,tion of constructing this railway 
was fairly popular in the more thickly populated 
centres, but it wonld not be so popular if the 
amendment were carried. 

i\Ir. GUNN congratulated the bon. member 
for Bulloo on moving such a fair amendment. 

J)fr. HARDACRE pointed out that, in his 
''Pinion, the ~mendment went further than the 
hon. member for Bulloo intended, as it would 
remoYe all liability from people in the benefited 
area. \Vhat they really wanted to provide was. 
that the peorle concerned should ha•·e the right 
of veto. 

At 7.30 a.m., 
The ACTING CHAIR:YIAN said he wouH 

re,ume the chair at 9 o'clock. 
The AcTING CHAIRMAN resumed the chair 

at the hour named. 
:'llr. ALLEN asked leave to withdraw the 

amendment, in view of the discussion that 
had taken place. 

1\Ir. GUNN would like verv much to vote· 
for the amendment, and he v.:as in hopes the 
hon, member would have divided the Com· 
mittee' on it. 'I'he railway was going to be 
built in the interests of the whole of Qnepns· 
land and Australia, and it was not right that 
the pastoral lessees in those outside districts 
should have to bear the whole of the cost. It 
would be a very good idea if they could re .. 
d nee the rate of interest, if not in that Bill,. 
then in some other measure. 

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
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Question-That clause 5 stanrl part of the 
Bill-pnt; and the Committee divided:-

AYES, 22. 
:Mr. Appel Mr. Hodge 

, Barn~s. G. P. , Hunter, D. 
, Barnes, 1.¥. H. Kidston 

Brennan Mvt.ckintosh 
,. Brid!{es , Paget 

Cotten , Petrie 
Cribb , Philp 
Denham R>tnkin 

, Forsyth Somerset 
, Grayson , Stodart 

Gunn , Tolmie 
"Tellers: 1\Ir. Grayson and j.Ir. R1.nldn. 

Mr. Allen 
Breslin 

, Collin'!! 
, Hamilton 

::\'o>:s, 13. 

u Hunter, J. 1L 
, Lennon 

:Mullan 

:IIr. :IIurphy 
O'Sullivan 

., Payne 
, Ryan 
, Ryland 
" Winstanley 

Tellers: Mr. Collins and lrr. Murphy. 

PAIRS, 

Ayes-Mr. Fox and Mr. "\V]enholt. 
Noes-~ir. Blair and Mr. Lesina. 
Re;o] ved in the affirmative, 

On clause 6-" Directions as to construc­
tion''-

J\tlr. COLLINS asked whBn the work was 
likelv to commenoo. In a fortnight 12,000 or 
14,000 men would be idle in the suga,r indus­
try, and work might be found for some of 
those men. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS said 
that a survey was already made from Blackall 
to Welford, a distance of 128 miles. They 
had a survey from Walla! towards Eromanga,. 
a distance of 90 miles ; and there wa,s a survey 
from Malbon to the Duchess, a distance of 42 
mile' so that as soon as the working pl'llns 
could be got ready it was the intention of the 
Government to staa-t with the work. With 
regard to the 12,000 or 14,000 men .who wou!d 
soon be idle, they had fifteen or sixteen rail­
ways in hand, and those men could go to 
work on some of these lines while the plans 
of this railway were being prepared. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN pointed out that the 
Government had not got the money to start 
the railways, so what was the use of their 
telling hon. members that they would com­
mence right away? 

Mr. COLLINS: The Minister's reply was 
somewhat flippant. He was inclined ~o think 
there was no room at the present time for 
anything like 12,000 or 14,000 men. 

The PREMIER was glad the matter had 
been raised, because hitherto he had been 
unable to understand why the Labour party 
were opposing the Bill._ Was it because th'!Y 
believed that if they did not oppose the Bill 
Queensland would be swamped with unem­
ployed? 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: Notwithstanding that 
~he railway was going to be an evil thing 
and a very unprofitable thing for Queens­
land, they wanted to accept the lesser of two 
evils, and, if there was going to be work, 
they wanted it performed under the best con­
ditions. They did not want the worlrers of 
the country to be misled by the foolish state­
ment of the Secretary for Railways that there 
was room for 14,000 men on railway construc­
tion. He did not believe there would be work 
for more than 200 or 300 for some consider­
able time. 

Mr. MULLAN asked what necessity there 
was for the clause at all. It was onJy p.ad-

1910-7 v 

ding. It was only a petty party manreuvre 
to lead the people to believe that the Go­
vernment would proceed immediately with 
all four sections. 

Mr. ALLEN objected to the clause going 
into the Bill. If the Bill were passed, the 
work must be cDntinued thereafter, and, if in 
some future session Parliament refused •to 
vote the money for the railway, the work 
would still proceed, unless they also repealed 
the Act. At the same time, the Minister 
would not be able ·to start at any one section 
unless he was in a position to start with all 
four sections simultaneously. 

Mr. LENNO~ was sorrv that he could not 
agree with hon. members- on that side. He 
did not see that there was any objection to 
the clause at all. He based his belief on the 
fact that so recently as the previous day a 
gentleman had an interview with the Pre­
mier regarding the construction of a certain 
railway, and the Premier gave him the 
assurance that it would be started simultane­
ously at various points. That seemed to be 
fairly satisfactory. The Government seemed 
to be trying to please everybody; but that 
sort of thing was h;nmless. It pleased the 
Government, and it did not hurt the Oppo­
sition. 

Mr. BRESLIN also .approved of the clause, 
because it gave the Government a chance of 
starting the Western extension lines in various 
places before they finally decided upon the con­
necting links, so that the Government would 
still have a chance of draining all the Western 
country to its nearest port. 

Clause put and passed. 

Clause 7-" Part of Richmond to Cloncurry 
Railway made part of ~ection D "-put and 
passed. 

On clause 8-" Power to entirely take over 
Hampden-Mount Elliott Railway"-

Mr. RYLAND asked if £3 15s., the amount 
of interest that was to be paid to the Hamp­
den-Mount Elliott Company, was the amount 
agreed upon under the Act, or was it an addi­
tional amount? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: No. 
The PREMIER : 'V e propose to pay them 

interest on their own money that has been in 
our hands. 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER moved the omission 
of the following words :-

The said contract may contain su'3h terms, conditiom:;, 
and stipulations relating to the prt'mises ~s may be 
mutuaily agreed npon by and between the company 
and the Commissioner and approved by the Governor 
in Council. 

Those words seemed ambiguous, if not con­
fusing. Without them there was ample 
specification as to the instructions given by 
Parliament to the Commissioner in regard to 
the agreement, to be entered into with the 
company. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
· The company had power under its articles of 

association to enter into the agreement, but 
it was deemed advisable to embody the pro­
Yision in the Bill. There were some minor 
points which had to be agreed upon. For in­
stance, a question had cropped up with. re­
e:ard to sidings into the company's mmes. 
There were other matters like that which it 
was quite impossible to set forth in the Bill. 

• Mr. LENNON asked if the Minister could 
give them some assuranoo. The clause looked 

1tfr. Lennon.] 
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like an afterthought, which had been intro­
duced to provide for some future contin- · 
gencies. 'YV as t.here any other compact, or 
concession, to which the company would be 
entitled in the shape of reduced fares and 
freights? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: No. They 
will be in exactly the same position as the 
general public. They receive no conoessions 
whatever. 

Mr. MURPHY: Subsection (2) of section 6 
of the Hampden-Mount Elliott Railway Act 
provided that the Government WBre to allow 
the company 3 per CBnt. per annum on the 
unexpended balance. This clause provided 
that the GovBrnment were to pay the com­
pany 3~ per cent. He presumed the Govern­
ment were paying the extra rate of interest 
because they wanted to take the line over. 

The TREASURER: But they have made noth­
ing out of it. 

Mr. MURPHY: Had they not been carry­
ing passengers and goods on the railway? 

The PREMIER: For which they have been 
paying the Commissioner. 

Mr. MULLAN asked whether the Govern­
ment were paying the ·company 3~ per cent. 
or only ~ per cent.-that was, the difference 
between the rate payable under the Ramp· 
den-Mount Elliott Railway Act and the 
amount paya:ble under the Bill on the unex· 
pended balance? 

The PREMIER : There had never been 
any unexpended balance. If the company 
deposited £93,000 with the Commissioner, 
and the Commissioner spent £90,000 on the 
line during the half year, there would be 
an unexpended balance of £3,000. While 
the money was in the Commissioner's hands, 
it ought to draw Savings Bank interest­
that was, 3 per cent. The Government were 
proposing to pay the rate of interest which 
they would have to pay if they borrowed 
the money themselves-that was 3~ per cent. 
The company lost over the transadion, as 
they had to pay 4 per cent., and it cost them 
a good deal to raise the money. 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER asked leave h) with-
draw the amendment. 

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Clauses 9 and 10 put and passed. 
Schedule I.-" Map"-put and passed. 
On Schedule II.-" Description of dis­

tricts"-
Mr. COYNE would like to see an amend­

ment inserted providing that subsection (3) 
of section 4 of the Act. of 1906 would not 
apply to the scheduk. That subsection gave 
the Commissioner power to alter the boun­
daries. 

The PREMIER: It must necessarily be 
eighteen months o_r_ two years before any of 
:the sections could be opened, and no better­
ment could accrue until then. If anybody 
complained about being treated unfairly in 
the meantime, he had no doubt the Commis­
sioner would consider the matter. It was 
neither to the interests of the CommissionPr 
nor of the Government to include anybody 
unfairly. 

Mr. COYNE: The present areas were not 
fair, because they included some people who 
would not derive a !d. worth of benefit from 
the line. He wanted provision made so tha.t 
the Commissioner should not have power 
to enlarge the area. 

[Mr. Lennon. 

The ACT'ING CHAIRMAN: The schedule 
only sets forth the boundaries of the better­
ment areas, and therefore is not the proper 
place to make provision to compel the Com­
missioner to do something or not to do some-
fu~ . 

l\1r. RYLAND: When they carried clause 
5, tney practically deprived the Commissioner 
of the power to alter the boundaries. 

The PRE~IIER: No practical injustice is 
•likely to be done. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: T'he Commissioner 
would have to work under the Bill, and he 
could not do anything that was not provided 
for in the Bill. He would be bound by the 
benefited areas set forth in thB schedule. 

Mr. NEVITT understood the Premier to 
say that they could not alter the boundaries 
of the benefited arBas. 

The PREMIER: The majority can do any­
tiling they hke, but it would be most in­
expedient to make any alteration. 

Mr. NEVITT: As it was framed, it wa11 
very unjust. For instance, the country for 
110 miles north-west from Cloncurry was in­
cluded in the benefited area, and it was only 
140 miles to Normanton. 

Mr. HAMILTON: There were peo_ple who 
would use one section, but they would be in­
cluded in the benefited area for another sec­
tion altogether. People should be asked to 
guarantee the section which they used. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That is a 
matter that can be very easily rectified. No 
injustice will be done. 

Mr. COYNE asked if the Commissioner 
could enlarge a benefited area after the Bill 
was passed? 

The PREMIER: He can neithBr enlarge nor 
reduce a benefited area. 

Schedule put and passed. 
The House resumed. The ACTING CHAIR­

MAN reported the Bill with an am~ndment; 
the report was ,adopted; and the thn·d read­
ing was made an Order of the Day for the 
next sitting of the House. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
The PREMIER: I suggec,t that it woul_d 

be for the convenience of hon. members. If 
we proceeded now with the second readmg 
of the North Coast Railway Bill, and the;> 
we shall not require to come back until 
to-morrow afternoon. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. LENNON: Considering we have been 
up all night, if we s~opped now a~d re­
turned at half-past 3 o dock, we wou,d n?t 
be sufficiently rested, and I therefore fall m 
with the suggestion. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: For the infor­
mation of the House, I may say that the 
reporting staff are not in their places. 

Mr. MURPHY: I think you, Sir, deserve 
to be thanked for calling ,attention to the 
fact that tho Hansard staff have been work­
ing all night, and I think we might study 
1their convenience as much as our own. 

Mr. LENNO::-.J: The fact mentioned by 
you, Sir, has put an entirely different com· 
plexion upon the matter. If arrangements 
cannot' be made to secure a report of the 
debate it would be unfair to expect hon. 
mem bdrs to speak, especially as the speech 
of th~ Secretary for Railways was fully 



Korth Coast [6 DECEMBER.] Railwa,y Bill. 2595 

reported. If arrangements cannot be made, 
perhaps the Premier could go on with some· 

. thing else. 
The PREMIER : I would not like to press 

the matter unduly, but I do not think tho 
Hansard staff are any more tired than I am. 
I think that what I have suggested would be to 
the convenience and the better resting of 
the Hansm·d staff, as we should be able to 
finish the debate in an hour or two, becausB 
the principle of the Bill is just the same as 
'that of the Bill which we have been dis­
cussing. 

Mr. MURPHY: Well, I want to move an 
amendment. 

The PREMIER : I would like to proceed 
unless the Hansard staff Msure me that they 
are really unable to go on. It is for their 
convenience as well as for ours that we 
should go on. Of course, if hon. members 
assure me that they cannot finish the debate 
by ltmch time, there is no use in going on. 

HoN. R. PHILP: I hope the House will 
go on. I have seen a stonewall last for a 
".'eek ~nd never adjourn. One all-night sit· 
tmg wrll not hurt erther the members of this 
House or of the Hansard staff. 

At 10 o'clock, 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER said: I shall 

resume the chair at a quarter past 10 o'clock.~ 
The chair was resumed by the DEPUTY 

SPEAKER at the hour named. 

NORTH COAST RAILWAY BILL. 
.SECOND READING-RESUMPTION OF DEBATE. 

Mr. LENNON said: I would like to pre­
face my ;emar!<s by referring to something 
the ~remrer sard the other night on another 
questiOn regardmg myself. The hon. mem­
ber used these words-

I ":ou1d point. out that practically all hi~ objections­
an his conrentwns-agamst the Great lrf'~tern R~til­
way will apply with equal force to the Xorth CPast 
Railway. -

Now" I resent that statement, and I shall en­
deavour to show where the two railways are 
not at all parallel. There is a great difference 
between them. I would like to remind hon. 
m<embers of the great change that has taken 
place in the country traversed by the North 
Coast Railway between Brisbane and Rock­
hampton, due entirely to its construction. 
There has been a perfect transformation m 
the whole of that country. 

Mr. MAY: I rise to a point of order. Is 
t!:w hon. m"mber for Carnarvon in order in 
sitting 'in 'this Chamber in his shirt sleev·es? 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: There is no 
Standing Order governing the attire of lion. 
members, but it is onlv considered decorous 
to come into the Chamber in the ordinary 
garb of men desirous of upholding the dignity 
of this Chamber. 

Mr. MAY: Then we can strip afterwards, 
Sir? (The hon. member here removed his 
coat.) 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I hope 
th0 hon. member for Flinders will not bur· 
lesque the proceedings in this House, and I 
ask him to resume his coat. (Whereupon Mr. 
May put on his coat, Mr. Gunn following his 
example.) 

Mr. LENNON: I a'k hon. members to re­
member, for example, what the district be­
tween Caboolture and Gympie was like before 
the construction of the North Coast Railwa.y, 
and to think of what it is now. If that rail­
way had not been constructed, where would 

Nambour, Eumundi, Yandina, Cooran, Coo­
roy, Pomona, and all those flourishing settle· 
ments that dot that short stretch of 105 
miles be? They would be non-existent, 
There is something that at once dis· 
counts the statement of the Premier that the 
two lines ar-e on all-fours. That district 
affords us the best example of close settlement 
that we can offer in Queensland. Not only is 
the country closely settled, but it is also 
prosperously settled, which is a very im­
portant point. It would take probably fifty 
years before any 100 miles of the Great 
Western Railway will contain anything like 
one-tenth of the population to be found be· 
tween here and Gympie. The district pro· 
posed to be traversed by this line is described 
by the Secretary for Railways as containing a 
great deal of very rich land. The hon. gentle· 
man said-

This is a proposal fur opening up country for dairying 
and agricultural pursuits. The con::.truction of the 
ral.lway lJrovided for in this Bill will open up vast 
areas of rich and weil-watered country, and bring that 
rich tract of country north of Rockhampton right 
up to Cairns in communication with Bzisbane and the 
capitals of the Southern States. I have no hf,f;itation 
in saying that in the area which will be served by this 
railway there are some millions of acres of the most 
fertile land in the world. ~ot only is the land excep­
tionally rich, but it has also the best rainfall in 
Australia. '!'hose lands are awaiting the advent or the 
settler with his axe to fell the primeval scrub, for the 
man with tools for grubbing out the forest, and when,_ 
that country is cleared it will be ready for the imple~ 
ments of cultivation. 
No higher praise could be accorded to any 
stretch of country. Of course, I know that 
certain reservations have been made. 'l'he 
Minister made particular reference to the 
land between Rockhampton and St. Law· 
renee. No doubt the hon. gentleman spoke 
in ·the light of the report by Mr. Surveyor 
Cooke, and from some slight experience 
of the country, and no doubt he has been 
conferring with men who have been travel­
ling through the country, so he was un· 
able to de,wribe that part of the country 
in anything like the same terms .as he de· 
scribed other stretches of country. Whilst 
it is generally admitted that the country 
between Rockhampton and St. Lawrence is 
very poor--

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Not very 
poor. 

The PREMIER: It is only admitted by those 
who do not know it. 

Mr. LENNON: I do not think the, Prfl· 
mier knows much about it. 

The PREMIER: I know a good deal about it. 
Mr. LENNON: I am glad to hear it; 

and no doubt the hon. gentleman will tell us 
all h2 knows about it later. I am not .by any 
moans speaking depreciatingly of that coun' 
try when I say that it is generally admitted 
that it is poor country. That opinion is 
borne out by the report of Mr. SurveyOI 
Cooke, as everyone who takes the trouble to 
read Hansm·d will discover. But we should 
remember that, although there may be some 
poor land along the present North Coast :Rail· 
way, it is one of the most prosperous districts 
in Queensland. Those of us who know any­
thing about land know that some of the, Iand 
between Caboolture and Landsborough is very 
poor. \Ve also know that there is a stretch 
of very poor land between l\Iaryborough and 
Bundaberg, and some of the land north of 
Bunda berg cannot be called first-class. We also 
know that there is other poor land, ,ap.ar.t frolY\ 
the land between Rockhampton and St. Law­
rence--

Mr. GRANT: No, no! 

Mr. 1:-ennon.] 
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Mr. LENNON: Well, I consider it poor. 
But there is not the, slightest doubt that a 
population of 50,000 could . be successfuily and 
prosperously settled w1thm a radius of 25 
miles of Mackay. Then the country between 
Mackay and Proserpine is suitable for dairy­
ing, and patches of it are suitable. for sugar­
growing. The Proserpine district is known to 
be one of the very best sugar diskicts in the 
State. ThBn you have a stretch of poor coun­
try between Proserpine and the Don River at 
Bowen. Then you g·et on to particularly rich 
land between Bowen and thB Burdekin River 
and .that is evidenced by the recent purchas~ 
of the Inkerman Estate by the GovBrnment. 
I commBnd the Government for making that 
purchase. My only regret is that it was not 
purchased when it was first offered to them 
at a lower price. But the fact that a man or 
a Government misses an opportunity of buy­
ing a desirable property, and postpones the 
consideration of the offer for a time, and then 
has to pay more money, does not discount the 
purcha>Se, and therefore I commend the Go­
vernment for making the purchase. The pur­
chase of this very rich area of agricultural 
land secures what I may describe as a con­
tinuity of interests, so that you do not have 
farming lands too widely separated. Having 
in view the contiguity of the rich lands of the 
Lower Burdekin, it is very desirable that this 
splendid estate ·should be cut un into small 
areas and settled with cane-growers. We 
must also take into consideration the fact that 
thB owners of the Pioneer Mill propose to 
spend £100,000 in erecting a 15,000-ton mill. 
You have a stretch of land densely settled 
with a prosperous population, which will en­
sure not only their own prosperity but the 
prospBrity of this line. Going· on,· you have 
the prosperous city of Townsville, which has a 
large population. Then the land for 20 or 30 
miles beyond Townsville is poor, but thence on 
to Babinda-with the exception of some 20 
miles near Cardwell-practically right on to 
Cairns-is of the very highest quality, and com­
pares favourably with any land in Australia. 
The only thing necessary in addition to the 
construction of this railway to ensure full pros­
perity is the establishment of central mills. I 
want the Government to understand that 
thoroughly. I believe that the Government 
have some idea that a certain re,ponsibility 
rests with them in regard to central mills, 
and I trust that the matter will receive their 
serious attention later on. At this point I 
would like to say that we have had so many 
tergiversations on the part of the Premier in 
his treatment of the sugar industry generally 
-and more particularly in his dealings with 
applications for central mills in the Northern 
districts-that I suppose that is a reason why 
the Secretary for Railways endeavoured, as it 
were, in his speech to excuse his chief. The 
Secretary for Railways, when spealring of the 
sugar industry, said-

I think the future of the s.ugar industry as a protected 
industry is fairly safe. I shon1d not like to say 1hat it 
is Tery safe. becRn~e if protection is tnken away by the 
Commonwealth Government it will not be possible for 
QueenF:land to compete with other sugar-growing 
countries of the world. That is a mattP:r I do not desire 
to argue at the present moment. It will he possible to 
argue about that at some future time. I desire to put 
before hon. membPrs the value of the gre}it ag-ricultural 
industry to thiR !'ltRte, and how it is practica11y affected 
by the proposal before the House. 

Of course, ever body knows that if the ,sugar 
industry is not protected it cannot he pros­
perous. But would the hon. gentleman and 
his ohief allow themselves just for a moment 
to consider what would be the pnsition of 
railway locomotives, mining machinery, 
vehicles, pianos, boots, if you like, and all 
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the hundred and one things that are amply 
protected by the Federal tariff if the present 
duties were removed. What would become 
of all those industries? They would be 
immediately strangled. But nobody with 
any common ,sense imagines that the Federal 
Government has the ·slightest idea of 
strangling any of those industries; nor has 
it the slightest idea of doing anything to 
strangle or in any way hamper the great 
sugar industry of Queensland. Consequently, 
that statement of the Minister is merely put 
forward, I suppose, to cloak what I have 
de,cribed already as the tergiversations of 
the Premier in regard to applications for 
central mills in the North. I would like to 
point out another great difference between 

the North Coast Railway and the 
[10.30 a.m.] Great Western Railway. In con-

nection with the latter we have 
nothing to guide us but the one small report 
of Mr. Amos. We have no report from the 
Commissioner, and we have no surveys. I;1 
connection with the North Coast Railway, 
out of a distance of some 600 miles, 189~ 
miles have already been constructed, and, 
what is of vital importance, they are among 
the most prosperous lines in the State. The 
local authorities that have been running the 
short line of 45 or 46 miles between Towns­
Yille and Ayr made a profit in 1909 exceed­
ing 11 per cent. When in Townsville re­
cently discussing the matter I gave it as my 
opinion that the earnings this year would: 
exceed 13 per cent., and I am satisfied that 
that estimate will be fully realised. Does 
that not ehow a grea.t difference from the· 
Great Western Railway? 

The PREMIER: Suppose you take the 
Bowen Railway. Does that show any better· 
than the Great Western Railway is likely 
to show? 

Mr. LENNON: When you run a line out 
from anywhere to nowhere and stop at an 
old black stump, as was done at Wangaratta, 
what can you expect? I do not desire to· 
comment on that. I am trying to show 
that the Premier is not warranted in say­
ing that the two projects are on all-fours. 
He was not justified in making those re­
marks, nor was he justified when, his own 
vocabulary failing, he used that of- the Sec­
retary for Lands, and described my argu­
ments as "piffie"-whatcver that means. 
(Laughter.) Taking the Proserpine line, we 
have not yet had an opportunity of decidir.g 
how prosperous or otherwise it may be, he· 
·cause there has been a great deal of bungling 
in the construction of the line; but it is 
very desirable that the line should be taken 
out of the hands of the bunglers and that 
it should be run by the Commissioner. When 
I was interrupted I was about to discuss the 
Mulgrave Tramway, which is so successfully 
managed by the local authorities at Cairns. 
The carriages may not be so comfortab;e 
as first-class carriages around the metropolis, 
but they provide all reasonable comforts, •and 
the line is worked splendidly. I must admit 
that it is splendidly managed by Mr. 0' Leary, 
and the local authorities show considerable 
business ability in their management of this 
very successful line. Although these connect­
ing lines are described as tramways, they 
are to all intents and purposes like our own 
railways. They are built on the 3-feet-6-
inches gauge, and the sleepers are up to the 
usual Government sleepers. Possibly in som0 
cases the rails are not so heavy as on the 
Government lines, but all those things can be 
cured. Something like 30 per cent. of th > 
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North Coast Railway has been already con· 
str~ct~d; _and in every_ wao: the project is 
enhreq d1fferent to th1s w1ld-cat propos't] 
from 'l'obern;wry to CamoowoaL . In spite of 
the oontradwhon of the Prem1er and his 
-colleague, I repeat that the country b0tween 
Rockham~~OJC!. _and St. Lawrence is poor; 
!mt even ." 1t 1s not so poor as I belie\·e it 
1s, there 1s any amount of splendid C·)tmhy 
beyond. The wonderful fertility of the soil, 
.th'.' extent of good country, and the spiet:di.J 
ramfall ensure the success of t-he line. It 
might very well be pointed out, in connec­
tion with the inf~rior country, that it is not 
•an uncommon thmg to have to cross a rr•ct 
of desert in order to reach an oasis bevond 
and in the rich country around Mackay w~ 
have such an oasis. The Premier can en· 
dorse my statement that the district north 
o_f Townsville has never had any consitkrn­
twn from th<; G()vernment in regard to rail­
way commumcatwn, and it is entitled to that 
<Communication. The taunt was hurled at me 
the other night about this railwav being on 
.al.l-fours_ with the othm: one for the purpose 
of makmg people beheve that I have an 
interest in this railway. I cheerful! v admit 
!'t once that I have a very warm interest in 
1t, as for 150 miles it will traverse my electo­
rate;. and nobody knows better tlnn the 
Premwr-unless it be the Secretary for Rail­
ways-that I have beelC' working unceasingly 
for nearly two years m representing to t'w 
Government, per medium of chambers of 
·commt;lrce, railway leagues-which have been 
esta~hshed . at my instigation-and other 
pubhc bodws, the great necessity which 
exists for ": railway in that district. lJ' the 
represenht:ves of the Darling Downs, the 
representatives of the country aiong the v1a 
recta, and the representatives of all the 
~arming dist:icts in the_ Sou!h are justified 
1n endeavourmg to obtam ra1lwav communi­
cation--;-and they are frequently 'commended 
for thmr efforts in that direction-is it not 
perfe_ctly legitimate for me, as a member 
of th1s House--;-apart altogether from the fact 
that temporanly I am le":der of this party­
to endeavour to get a ra1lwav for a disfrict 
th":t ~alls for con~ideration and, bv reason 
of lts mherent ments, is entitled ~to considera­
~ion? I do not blink the fact that I am 
mtere,ted . in. the district-not by having 
property m 1t-but by the fact that I am 
its representative, and that it is mv duty 
to see that the . dis.trict shall. at least get 
some measure of JUstice from th1s Parliament. 

:Yir. O'SULLIVAN: This Queen-street Parlia­
ment. 

Mr. LENNON: The Premier will probablv 
tell us that we are getting this line from a 
Queen-street Parliament. 
, The SECRETA.RY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: \Yhere 
IS t-here any ev1dence of Queen-street influence 
in tJ:w ~ailways we have brought forward this 
session. 

Mr. LE:'oJNON: I am surprised at the bon. 
gentleman making that interjection in the 
face of the fad that no sooner was the Great 
Western Railway scheme put forward than· 
a deputation from the Brisbane Chamber of 
Commerce wait€d upon the Premier con­
gratulating him upon his stntesmanlike pro­
posals to· open up the country, and all that 
sort of thing. The hon. gentleman's reply­
which I think ought to be recorded-was that 
he had had the proj€ct on his mind for years, 
but that he did not like to bring it forward 
until Lord Chelmsford recommended him to 
do so. (Laughter.) That was the most 
staggering thing that I have read in connec­
tion with the ma tt€r. I am not saying this 

in any way offensively; I merely make tha 
statement as the matter was recorded in a 
public print. 

The PREMIER: That was not what was re­
corded. 

lVIr. LENNON: If the hon. gentleman 
refers to the Courier of four or five days ago, 
he will find those verv words recorded there. 
He will find it stated that he said that he 
had had that railway in his mind for years--

The PREMIER: For ten years, I said. 

1\Ir. LENNON: It may have been for ten 
years, but ten years is many years. They are 
not a few years in our short span. Had it. 
not been for his friend-I did not use that 
word before, but I will use it now-had it 
not been for his friend, Lord Chelmsford, he 
would not have brought forward the propo3aL 
I am very glad to see that the hon. 
gentleman and Lord Chelmsford have 
" buried the hatchet," and are going to 
be friends hereafter, and I hope their 
friendship will continue for many years . 
When the Minister for Railways was speaking' 
on the subject of sugar production, in moving 
the second reading of this Bill, he was re­
minded, by way of interjection, that he had 
said that sugar could not be grown by white 
labour, and the hon. gentleman candidly ad­
mitted that he had believed that at one time, 
but now thought differently. The hon. gentle­
man went on to say-

At the present time, in the settled districts, sugar 
is king, but sugar cannot be king always, because .when 
we haYe grown sufficient sugar for the consumptwn ot 
Australia we h~ve reached our economic limit. It is 
not possible for us under the present protective condi­
tions to grow sugar f,)r export in competition, say, with 
a place like Java., whP-re first-class H4 per cent. net titre 
raw sugar can be g-rown, manufactured, an1 put on the 
boat at a cost of £7 a ton. It is not poEsibte for us to 
do that under our present conditions. 

.J.Ir. L~<;~No.x: Yon do not wish it to be possible? 
The SJ.]ORETARY l!'OR RA.If,WAYS: Xo; I do not 

wish it to be llOSSibie. That carries out my point. 

I am rrlad we have that admission from the 
hon. g~ntleman, and I hope he will be so in­
terested in endeavouring to make this great· 
Northern Railway a success in every way 
possible, tha~ he will urge his chief to put 
aside the indifference he has d1splayed for so 
many vears in 1·elation to the sugar industry. 
I hope' that '':h<;n we g;et t)1e report from ~he 
Sugar Comm1sswn whwh 1'> now prosecutmg 
its labours in the ;\forth-and I suppose we 
must regard that as a competnnt c~mi':lliosion 
-if they recommend that those d1strwts (le 
afforded every possible inducement for the 
establishment of central sugar-mills, the Go· 
vernment will act upon their recomr:>onda· 
tion. Up to th€ present the people m the 
North have onlv regarded the appointment of 
this commission. as another shift to evade the 
question of "'~ablisJ:ing mor'.' central sugar­
mills but I d1scred1t that vww myself, and 
give 'the Premier credit for an honest attempt 
to deal with the question. I trust that he 
will give every consideration ~o our present 
situation with :egard to that m~ust1:y. Our 
surrar consumption. must of nece"'~slty 1nc~ease. 
This year, acco:·dmg· to the . sh()wlllg 01 the 
:\1inistor for Ra1lways, there 1s hkeh to be a 
shortage of 20,000 tons of _sugar for hom.e 
consumption. I think that rs an rmder-es~l· 
mate. Last ye;cr we brought into Australia 
99,000 tons of sugar. I do not know whether 
there was a surplus left over after those 
importations, but if there was, that ma;v 
account for the difference between my es"tl· 
mate and that of the Minister for Rail­
ways. However, it is a well-ascertained 
fact that a verv considerable shortage of 
sugar will have' to be faced this year in 

Mr. Lennon.] 
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Queensland. This important industry yields 
a value of nearly £2,500,000 annually to the 
State, and no one can possibly justify a 
continuance of the indifference that has bee;1 
shown towards it by the Government during 
·the last three years, particularly in view of 
the fact that this North Coast Railway is to 
be constructed for the purpose of tapping 
!'- district that is eminently suited for grow· 
mg sugar-eane. There are other tropical 
products that we are likely to grow as suc­
cessfully as sugar, as, for instance, arrow­
root. The Government would be quite justi· 
fied in coming along with a proposal to 
erect four or five central sugar-mills bE!tween 
Mackay and Cairns, and even if they 
started those mills next year-taking into 
account the time which it takes before a 
mill works up to its full capacity-! venture 
to assert that in five years from now they 
would not overtake the consumption of sugar 
in Australia. There has been a large a,cces­
sion <;>f J?Dpulation during the past few y<"ars, 
and It IS reasonable to predict that during 
the next five years there will be a larger 
volume of immigration, so that the home 
consumption of sugar will be largely aug·· 
mented. _In Victoria they are setting about 
the growmg of beetroot sugar, and in West­
~rn Australia they. are talking about look· 
mg for sugar·growmg country in order to 
enter into competition with Queensland· and 
I say that competition is practically invited by 
the present Government. People may thin"K 
that my views on this proposed railwav are 
coloured to some extent by the fact that I 
represent a distr_ict which is going to be 
•benefited by the lme. But, after a residence 
of ~wenty-sevcn years in Townsville, and 
havmg some knowledge of two-thirds of the 
country which the proposE'd railwav will 
traverse-r have travelled from CaG·ns t<J 
Bowen three or four times, I have been 
round about Macl;;.ay a bit and in Rock· 
hampton several times; the' onlv country I 
kt;ow very little •about is that bet-ween Proser­
pme and Mackay and that .between Mackav 
and Rockhampton-and, speaking as .a man 
wh? has !L very good knowledge of the land 
wh:ch Will_ be served by this railway, I 
claim that If the Government consid0red the 
matter for ~he next . six months they could 
not ~nd a !me of railway that is calculated 
to. ywld .a better. profit to the State than 
this particular railway. I would ask hon. 
m~mbers to remember that in the case of the 
r:tilway we have just passed, the Commis­
siOner for Railways admits that it will be 
worked at a loss. I imagine that he would 
make the probable loss as low as he reason­
·ably could, a~d _that. he would be guided 
?Y the sam~ prmmple m estimating the earn· 
;ngs of this North Coast Railway. Well 
m th~ case of the Great Wc,tern 'Railway' 
he es'hmat<;s the loss at £82,000 odd annually: 
and he estimates the loss on this railway ~t 
£16.000 annually. 

The. TREASL'RER: Look at the difference m 
the mileage. 

Mr .. LENNQN: There is certainly a differ­
ence m the mileage, but the Western country 
will not increase in anything like the extent 
that the coast c_ountry _will increase in pros­
perity._ ?'here IS nothmg to be gained by 
depreCiatmg the other proposal, which is 
no~ passed. We have said some things 
whwh we honestly believed against that rail. 
way, and I do not propose to refer to it 
any further now: but I am convinced that I 
am. JUSt as. n:uch justified in speaking in 
prm~e of this ]me as I was in condemning the 
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other railway. No member on this side of 
the House has any objection to our main 
trunk lines going west. The only objection 
they have is to running a railway along the 
western boundary of the State. Another 
thing I would ask hon. members to consider 
is, that not only is the country which will be· 
traversed by the North Coast Railway very 
fertile, but it really contains the beauty spots 
of Australia. Not only have we Mourilyan 
Harbour and the Barron Falls, but close to 
those falls we have beautv spots like Lake 
Eacham and Lake Barrine: 'I'here are beau­
tiful falls at the head of the Herbert River, 
and we have also the· Tully Falls, with a 
sheer drop• of 900 feet. When this railway is 
constructed and those districts are opened up, 
they will be among the greatest tourist re­
sorts of Australia. With the attractive fea­
tures of the falls and those two lakes, those 
districts will be a paradise to visitors if the 
Government do their duty towards that part 
of the State-it will not then languish as the 
Cinderella of the constituencies of Queens­
land, but will blossom like the rose. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
The PREMIER: I cannot hope to rival the 

eloquent appeal the deputy leader of the Oppo­
sition has made to the House in support of 
this Bill. His speech reminds me of what is 
said in a certain book that the hon. member 
wants to exclude from .our public schools­
that "where the treasure is there will the 
heart be also." (Laughter.) But if I cannot 
rival the hon. member's eloquence, I shall try 
t<J rival him in the brevity with which I ad­
dress the House, because it is evident that 
when the hon. member takes up my work and 
my place, I can afford to sit back and smile. 
(Laughter.) I compliment the hon. member 
on the fact that he shows himself much abler 
in supporting a Bill than in opposing a Ifill. 

:Mr. LENNON: If I am strong, I am merci­
ful. 

The PRE:\IIER: What I have said is a 
compliment, because it shows how fitted the 
hon. member is to adorn this bench. I 
admit that between this line and the line we 
have just dealt with there is this great differ­
ence, that the character of the country through 
which the two lines will pass is entirely dif­
ferent. This North Coast Railway is a better 
ra.ilway for the promotion of farming settle­
Ipent than the Great Western Railway. 
\Vithout much disparagement to the \V estern 
country, it may be said that it is not com­
parable in some respects with the rich tropical 
alluvial flats from Cairns to Ingham, at Ayr 
and in the Mackay district. The land be­
tween Rockhampton and Mackay may not be 
so fertile as the rich lands further north, but 
it is probably better suited for dairy farming 
than those rich lands. 

:Mr. LENNON: You said that some o-f it 
would not carry one bullock to the acre. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Lay down 
paspalum, and it will be good dairying 
country. 

The PREMIER: Although settlement has 
been slow in that district, already people are 
beginning to form farming settlements 20' 
miles away from Rockhampton, on very 
rich, well-watered scrub country. vVe also 
expect the opening up of certain mining­
la11ds l>y this line, which will go a long way 
towards making t.he first SE'dion of this rail­
way payable from the start ; so that it must 
not be imagined that it will be a mistake to 
build even that. first section of the railway, 
which by comparison may be reckoned the 
poorer portion o£ the line. But, while it is· 
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true that this land is better for close farming 
settlement than the \Vestern country, it is 
also true that the building of this railway will 
be much more expensive than the building of 
the Western Railway, just because of the 
nature of the country to be traver•oed. The 
Government, however, make no secret of 
their idea that the two lines constitute 
one great proposal, and are essential fac­
tors in the rapid development of Queensland 
both East and vVest. But, apart from what 
I may call differences in detail, the broad 
principle upon which hon. members opposite 
have been attacking the Government is that 
no plans and books of reference have been 
laid on the table of the HouRe. 

Mr. HARDACRE: 'Ve have more information 
about this railway. 

The PREMIER: You have no more infor­
mation about this line than you had about 
the Great vVestern Railway. As a matter of 
fact you have less information about this line 
than you had about the other. You have a 
large mileage in this railway, just as you had 
in the other; you have the prospect of a large 
loan in connection with this line, just as you 
hadl in the other, and you have all the excep­
tional features in this proposal that hon. 
members made such an outcry about in con­
nection with the other railwav. But it is not 
for me to dilate on these things unduly. If 
the deputy leader of the Opposition is satisfied, 
I am satisfied. I am delighted to see the hon. 
member~what does the B{){}k say?-clothed 
and in his right mind--(laughter)~and sup­
porting; whe.t I am honestly persuaded is an 
excellent proposal. He ie satisfied, I am 
satisfied, and we are all satisfied; therefore, 
let. us pass the second reading. 

HoNOURABLE IviE;;!BERS : Hear, hear l 
::'vfr. MURPHY: In dealing with this Bill, 

I contend that we are entitled to see the 
plans and book of reference and get all the 

information that is to be ob-
[11 a.m.] tained. Here is a proposal to 

spend £2,320,000, exclusive of 
what it will cost for land resumptions, to in­
crease the value of freehold properties along 
the route. 

The SECRETARY FOil RAILWAYS: No. The 
line will serve 11, 000,000 acres, of which 
2,000,000 are freehold. 

Mr. MURPHY: I have already sa1d that 
I intend to oppose the proposal that will be 
made for a big loan, and therefore I must 
vote against quite a number of these railways. 
Those who vote for the railways must agree to 
the loan, and I am not prepared to do that. 
The aeputy leader of the Lccbour party made 
a very good spBech on behalf of his electorate. 
No doubt. in the North there is some very 
good land, and this railway will promote 
settlement. The section of the line in the 
electorate of tl1e deputy leader of the Labour 
party will settle more people than will be 
settled by the whole of the line in the \V pst. 

Mr. LENNON: This is a non-party question. 
Mr. :;\IURPHY: If the railway were going 

into my electorate, I would be able to give 
equally good reasons why it should be passed. 
I intend to move an amendment similar to 
that which tho de.puty leader of the Labour 
paTty proposed in connection with the Great 
'Vestern line. If it was desirable that we 
should have the plans and book of r·eference 
in connection with that line, it is equally 
i!esiTable that members should have similar 
informat:on in connection with this lin<•. 

The PREMIER: If vou "ere anxious for the 
Bill, you would not "move the amendmPnt. 

Mr. ~1URPHY: Precisely so, and it is 

because the Premier is anxious to get an­
other railway from Rockhampton that he is 
so anxious to get the Bill through. We all 
r~ali.se that the construction of railways in 
agricultural districts will promote settlement, 
but we could promote settlement in the 
neighbourhood of Townsville or Bowen with­
out going to the expenditure of £2,500,000. 
There is no necessity to build a railway from 
Rockhampton to Cairns to promote that 
settlement. I move the omission of all the 
words after the word " That," with the view 
of inserting in their place the words " the 
consideration of the second reading of the 
Bill be postponed till a report shall have 
been presented to Parliament from a com­
petent commission appointed to consider and 
report on the engineering, pastoral, agric'!ll­
tural. mining, commercial, and financial 
aspects of the railway proposal contained in 
this Bill." I think that is an amendment 
which will commend itself to those who are 
in search of more information. 

::\Ir. GUNN (Carnarvon): I have a great 
deal of sympathy witJ:I the amendment. 
There was a great desire on the part of 
several hon. member·s for information and 
for having the plans and specifications in 
connection with the Great Western Railway, 
which is to go over country where you can 
take a railway almost anywhere. In the 
ca.se of that railway there is not the necessity 
for plans and specifications like there is in 
connection with railways along the coast, 
where there are many engineering difficulties 
to contend with. If it was necessary to have 
plans and specifications for a railway in o~r 
\Vestern interior, it is doubly necessary m 
the case of a coast line that the proposal 
should be po,stponed with the view of getting 
more information and having plans prepared. 
There is no hurry for a coast line; there is 
no drought like we ha.ve in the interior 
making it necessa.ry to have facilities for re­
moving stock. In the last drought, but for 
the railways which were built at that time 
we would have had hardly any sheep left 
in Queensland. This proposal works in with 
the Great Western scheme, and I intend to 
give it my support, although I greatly sym· 
pathise with the amendment. 

:\1r. GRA~T (Rockhampton) : ThE> Labour 
partv held a meeting- in Rockhampton last 
Satu\·day night, inviting tJ::ree Labour mem­
bers to talk a("ainst the rmlwa v proposa.ls of 
the Governm~nt, not on broad national 
grounds, but because of the great injury they 
would do to Rockhampton. Now we are told 
that these railways are to be built for the 
benefit of Rockhampton, and I hope m:v elec­
tors will carefullv consider that, and bear it 
in mind at. the nf.xt election. I am not going 
to delav the House in speaking at leng-th on 
thi0 quP•tion, bec.aus<; it. s<:'cms to rrie that 
univNsal approbation Is g-Iven to the proposal 
except bv t.he hon. member for Croydon and 
the hon: member for Ca.rnarvon. \Vhatev~'r 
can be said against the Great \V este.rn Rail­
way proposal in regar? to want of mforrqa­
tion and plans not bemg prepare?, can with 
equal justice he said against this prop?;,al. 
There are no plans. and we ar9 le>:vmg It to 
the Commissioner to build the lme m the b!"st 
mannN he c:<n. Some hon. members desire 
information as to the country between Rock­
hampton and J\Tarka~. J\'Iy fri<.md, the hon. 
member for ~orman:·.y, can pvc bettE>r m­
formation than I can with reg-ard to th~ 
countrv in that part of Onecnsland, but I 
mav sav that there i' Wl':<' little bettE'r la.n~ 
in 'the ·state than ·some of the country this 
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line will go through. There is the Barmoya 
Scrub, with thousands of acres of Govern­
ment land, not far from Yaamba. At pre­
sent there are abDut forty or fifty German 
families settled there; but they have had a 
pretty hard fight, because most Df them are 
artisans from Berlin. Further on, beyond 
Y aamba, there is magnificent agricultural 
land on llladborough Station, on Balmoral, 
on Waverley, and on Studeley. You could 
not get better agricultural land in Queens­
land; it is well-watered, and is ideal dairying 
country. There is no pine timber, but there 
is magnificent hardwood, for which there is a 
ready market in Rockhampton, and which 
would give the railway a fair amount of 
traffic. There is also a belt of mineral country 
which a number of parties have been pros­
pecting. There is a company in which I am 
interested myself, and we think we have got a 
good: thing. The construction of this line will 
assist in developing our mineral wealth. 
When there is through railway communica­
tion with Townsville and Cairns, there will be 
a big traffic on the line, because a number of 
people much pref€r to travel by train rather 
than by steamer, especially in the stormy 
months of the year: Then there is the car­
riage of mails to be considered. The Federal 
Government are paying a considerable 
amount of money for the carriage of mails by 
steamer. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: £18,000 a 
year. 

Mr. GRANT: That will be ,saved to the 
Federal Government; and the Railway De­
partment will get an increased subsidy, which 
will go some way towards paying for the 
railway. One very material difference be­
tween this proposal and the Great \V estern 
Railway: proposal is that the towns, which 
legitimately ought to pay their betterment, 
are to be asked to pay in this case. Rock­
hampton and Townsville are paying one-fifth 
of the betterment; and Rockhampton, 
Townsville, and Brisbane should have been 
asked to pay some betterment in connection 
with the Great Western Railway. It will 
probably be a little while before ifu.e line 
will be fully paying, though I think it will 
not be very long. There ~s a lot of Govern­
ment land ava.ilable for settlement; there are 
good rivers; there is a bountiful rainfall, and 
there is good soil. I think that right from 
Gladstone to Cooktown could be very well 
settled upon, and where one family can be 
settled out ·west, we can settle 100 en the 
coast lands. I hope there will not be much 
opposition to this railway, which is one that 
members need not hesitate to support. 

i\Ir. HARDACRE: There is no opposition. 

Mr. GRANT: I am glad to hear it, and I 
will not delay the House by ,saying anything 
further. 

Mr. MULCAHY: I must say at the outset 
that the way these lines a.re brought down 
without information is most objectionable. 
When it is proposed to spend millions of the 
taxpayers' money, we should have everything 
placed clearly before us, but the Govern­
ment have determined to keep all informa­
tion away from the representatives of the 
people. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I do not 
think you are stating what is correct. 

Mr. MULCAHY: As long as they have a 
majority 'they can do that. Though I take 
strong exception to the manner in which the 
Government have brought forward their 
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railway prDp03als, I. am not. go_ing to vote 
against the oonstructwn of th1s !me .. I have 
always been an advocate of gettmg our 
coastal lines pushed on, because our coast 
lands are capable of c;arrying a great pop~: 
lation. The rainfall IS one fact-or, the sml 
is anDther · and the construction of this rail· 
way will o'pen up a great deal of country on 
which tens Df thousands of people can settle 
and make a living. When we were advDcating 
the construction of the Nmth Coast line to 
Gympie, it was said that it wm:Id no~ pa_y 
for grease for the wheels; but chat !me IS 

payin"' £5 16s. per cent. from Northgate 
Junction to Gympie. Judging by the infor­
mation o-iven bv members repre-,enting the 
Western"' districts, the expenditure on the 
Great \'\-estern Railway scheme will be 
waste for many years. f fully recognise the 
value of the Western country: but the money 
could be spent t-o much !better advantage 
than by making that cross section, at all 
events. The construction of this coastal line 
will increase settlement, and will bring our 
Northern towns into communice.tion with 
Brisbane and the Southern States. With 
railway facilities between Rockhampton and 
Cairns, a great many more people will come 
here bv rail. I do not intend to take up 
much time in discussing this que,.tion. I 
recognise that it is ·a non-party questiDn; 
and the attitude of members on this side 
shows me that we do nDt treat it as a 
party question. I hope the. line will be 
gone on with as soon as possible, and that 
later on branch lines will be constructed, 
giving further fa-cilities for settlement on 
our coast lands. I have very great pleasure 
in supporting the Bill, believing that it is in 
tho best interests Df the State. 

Mr. FOX (Xormanby): I intend to support 
the Government in connection with this rail­
way proposal. I have an intimate knowledge 
of the route between Rockharnpton and 
Mackay, extending back to the year 1868; 
and I ·can confirm the statement that from 
Rockhampton to Yaamba the railway will 
pass through a large extent of dairying and 
agricultural country. It touche.s Yaamba on 
the Fitzroy and naturally there will be good 
country in' that locality. Then it passes on 
to Marlborough. Between Marlborough and 
Y aamba to the north of the line, there are 
Tilpal a'nd Torilla, where there is some of 
the finest country to be found in any part of 
Queen.sla.nd, and also at Marlborough. In 
fact, last year I was up there I saw bullocks 
from Tilpal equal to anything I saw in 
Sydney. -From Roekhampton to Yaamba 
there is some very good country. Then 
again it passes from Y aamba to Marl­
borough, and that is very fine dairyi~g 
country. On Tooloomba lucerne and maize 
has been grown. It is fairly level on to 
Broadsound. You pass near some very fine 
plains which 'are splendid for dairying. From 
there the range comes in still closer, and for 
about 40 miles up the coast it comes in very 
near and the country is very broken. It 
is not very good country there. because the 
ran'ie is very rough, wit!: pockets of good 
agricultural country .. Pa£,smg on fro.m there 
to Scrubby and l\Iar10n crt>el~s, 40 miles, you 
get some of the finest. sugar land that can 
be found, and from that on to Mackay there 
are also ,some of the finest agricultural settle­
ments to be found in Queensland in con­
nection with the Plane Creek Central Mill. 
As well as passing through fine country •and 
dairying countrv, it also passes through some 
mineral count;y. Jncludin;:; some carbo-
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niferous country, <•n the Hiver Starcke and 
Broadsound, land has been opened, and there 
is some fine land to be found in connection 
\Vith the rivers. Taking the district alto· 
gether, and considering that dairying has, 
on the average, been so successfully carried 
o:>t, ~ am quite confident that it will be 
found that this will be one of the finest 
dairying districts in Queensland. In fact, 
they are sending down cream by coach for 
SO miles along t,he route of th£s proposed 
ltne to Rockhampton. I am of opinion that 
this railway will certainly pay. There is no 
doubt that unless low-level bridges are made 
it will bEl somewhat expensive, but, notwith· 
~tanding that, if the people are willing to 
take the responsibility the Government-- are 
q':'ite justified in building the railway. It 
Will serve the great purpose of connecting 
the various ports of the State. I think the 
G'?vern:nent are quite justified in building 
this railway. I have no personal interest 
in the matter. I heartily support the Bill. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAY!'\· In 
connection with the remarks of the hon. ';,;em­
ber for Croydon and of the hon. memher for 
~ympie .as to lack of information. I have 
grven quite a mass of information. · 

:\Ir. :::HuLLAN: Very old stuff. 

The SEqRETARY FOR RAIL\\'AYS: All 
I can say Is that when the mineral return is 
broug_ht up to 30th_September, 1910, I think 
that IS not very old ,stuff. With respect to 
the sugar industry, I brought the retum up 
to _the e_nd of _the present crushing season, 
W~Ich Will be m about a fortnight's time. 
ViTith respect to the butter industrv I aleo 
brought it up almost to the prescnt:~ome,;t. 
olkir. 1\Iur.LA~: The report was eleven years 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\YAYS: I 
am speaking about the returns connected with 
the various industries. The hon. member savs 
that ~he report--;-! presume he means 1\fr. 
Cooke s report-Is eleven yea.rs olrl. Of the 
643& miles in this projected ra!lwav from 
Rockhampton to Cairns. there are no fewer 
t~an 189~ miles of the line built and in run­
mug order. \Ve haYe a further 1&'i miles 
surveyerl, leaving 271 miles that have not vet 
been surveyed. but of that 270 miles I pre­
sented 2\Ir. Cooke's renort to the House from 
Plane Creek to Rockhampton. a further dis­
tance of 200 miles, so that I reallv cannot 
follow hon. members when thev sav tht>v have 
not sufficient information respectinrr this pro· 
jected railway. ' 

:\Ir. _HA":DACRE: There is some dispute as 
to which IS the best route, especial!v for 
Rockhampton. -

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
'There always will be disputes about th,; 
route, no matter what railwav it i-, The hon. 
member is taking about 20 "miles out of 683 
miles. 

i\lr. HARDACRE: That is worth getting in­
formation on. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It 
has he<>n decided that it is better in the in­
terests of those concerned to start- the rail­
way from Rockhampton. and go through to 
the north side of the river to Y aamba. I 
thought it was advisable before the debate 
went any further, that I should give these 
figures respecting the number of miles that 
are built and opened, and the number of 
miles that have been survey<>d, and I have 
the pla,ns a,C'tually readv for 145 miles of t1Iis 
partieular ra,ilway. -

Mr. COLLIKS: I am not rising to oppo.se the 
Bill at this stage, but to support the amend­
ment of the hon. member for Croydon. Having 
supported a similar amendment in connection 
with the Great Western Railway, seeking for 
more information, I am going to support this 
amendment, which is moved for the same 
purpose. This involves an expenditure of 
£2,320,000, and it involves the State in a 
loan policy. This is exclusive of the resump­
tion of land, which may run into a fairly 
large amount, the value of some of our coastal 
lands being very high. The distance is 454 
miles. I am one of those who believe that the 
railway will be the means of settling hundreds 
and thousands ()f people. The Minister made 
reference to the fact that we had millions of 
acres that belong to the State. I hope the 
Minister for Lands will see that those millions 
()f acres are not given out in large holdings, 
but in small holdings, so that the land can 
be put to its best use. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: There is no 
doubt about that. 

Mr. COLLINS: Another reason why I 
am supporting the •amendment is that I 
represent a district that ha,s a syndicate 
railway, and I would like to know from the 
Minister whether it is the intention of the 
Government to take over the Etheridge Rail­
'vay, in the same way as they are taking 
over the Hampden Railway. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: :'i'o; not 
under this scheme. 

Mr. COLLINS: ='Jot under this scheme; 
but is it the intention of the Government? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Not at pre­
sent. 

Mr. COLLINS: I am sorry for that, be­
cause the people I represent are penalised 
to the extent of 50 per cent. in connection with 
freights over those you are going to charge on 
this particular railway. I have travelled over 
most of the country from Mackay to Cairns, 
and quite agree with the remarks of some 
hon. members that some of the land is poor 
land. but it is compensated for by the good 
land. Even if the land between Rockhamp· 
ton and i>laekay is poor, I think the Mackay 
district alone is oa,pable of supporting from 
100,000 to, 150,000 people in the future, and 
that is compensation for the poor land be­
tween Rockhampton and Mackay. I will 
support the amendment of the hon. member 
!or Croydon. believing that it is in the best 
mterests of the State that we should get all 
the information we possibly ca,n in connec­
tion with these railways, and considering 
that it involves the expenditure of such a 
large ,amount of money. 

JI.Ir. CORSER: I should like the i\Iinister to 
give an assurance that by passing this railway 
it will not in the slightest degree affect the 
construction of lines into other agricultural 
districts. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I have 
said so ·<~overal times. This is a railway into 
agricultural districts. 

Mr. CORSER: I recognise that the mail 
system of the Commonwealth from South to 
North, and to a large ext<mt the passenger 
traffic, will pass on this line, and that moved 
me to ask the Secretary for Railways certain 
questions the other day. I recognise that if 
this line is to be carried on effectively, it iiS 
necessary to prevent any chance of the cessa­
tion of the traffic, in view of what happened 
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in 1898, for a period of ten months. The 
Minister did not give me the answers to the 
questions I asked, and I hope he will do so. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I gave 
them as well as I could. 

Mr. CORSER: One of the questions I 
asked was as to the cost of restoring the 
Antigua Bridge. I got an answer that it 
was £14,720, and yet we are told by the 
report of the Commissioner that part of the 
cost was £16,000, and I have yet to learn that 
the part can be greater than the· whole. I would 
like the answer to that question in connection 
with this scheme, because I want to know 
the cost of the restoration of the only bridge 
that you have by which you can carry the 
~normous traffic that you intend to do by 
this North Coast line. I asked a question 
with reference to saving a distance on that 
route of some 7 miles, and yet the Minister 
gives me another answer with reference to 
Croydon Junction, which I did not take up 
at all. 

Mr. HAMILTON: I rise t<> a point of 
order. Has a bridge• over the Mary River 
anything to do with the railway north of 
R.ockhampton? The han. member is get£ing 
something in about this bridge in a speech 
dealing with the North Coast extension. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The point 
raised by the hon. member is a correct one. 
I have allowed the hon. member for Mary­
borough to pursue the question further than 
I intended to do. I ask him not to: debate it 
fur!her. To touch upon it generaJly would 
be m order, but not to debate it in detail. 

Mr. CORSER: All I want to get in is tliis: 
It is a continuation of one system. If you turn 
to the North Coast line, page 45 in the 
Railway Time T'able, you will find the dis­
tance from Owanyilla to Maryborough given 
as 18 miles, not 15 miles. ~ 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I 
cannot allow the han. member to proceed with 
that. I think the House has been very 
generous with him. 

HONOURABI.E MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. ::\lULLAN: Deal with the Bill. 
Mr. CORSER: I consider it is dealino- with 

~he Bill. (Laughter.) I was recognising that 
:t was part of one system-that if one portion 
Is swept away, and no provision is made for 
the connection, it is an injury to the whole 
system. Hc;wever, I shaJl not persist in asking 
these questiOns any more here, but shall take 
!'nother method of doing so. I am certainl:r 
m favour of any line that will give facilities 
to get from one end of the State to the other, 
as long as the interest will be borne bv those 
w~o a1;e going !o benefit by it, as propoeed in 
this Bill. I thmk the scheme is a good one 
for that rea"on, and I shall oppose the amend­
ment of the hon. m<>mber for Croydon. 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: I rise to support the 
amendment, because there is the same evil in 
connection with this railway as th<>re was in 
connection with the Great. "\:Yestern Railwav. 

The PREMIEr:: You have been perfeetlv i;n-
partial.. (Laughter.) " 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: I have be<>n im­
partial in co!mection with. both railway pro­
po_sals. I. t!unk the Pr_emier did not expect 
th1s opposition from this side of the House, 
because the d<>puty leader of the- Opposition 
had exprP· .. sed himself favourable to this rail­
way. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The opposi­
tion is not violent. 

[1lfr. Corser. 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: It might be more­
violent than the Th:Iinister anticipates-he 
might have another all-night sitting. 

Mr. MACKINTOSH: We are ready for it. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: What we consider 
wrong in the other case, is equally wrong 
in this ca;se. Whether the deputy leader of 
the Opposition is in ·favour of it or not, it 
makes no difference to the principle involved. 
The Chief Secretary thought the thing was 
going to go through quietly, without opposi­
tion at all. The two proposals, he stated, 
were similar. I quite admit that in some 
degree they are similar. The :Similarity in 
the fir~t place is t.hat no plans, sections, or 
books of reference have been submitted to 
this House for consideration. Then they 
are similar in the respect that the right of 
veto is taken away from those who are in 
the benefit-ed area, and a railway is· forced 
upon them whether they want it or not, and 
they are compelled to make goo<!_ -any deficit 
which may occur. The first difference be· 
tween these two lines is that there is a pro· 
spect of one being a paying line at some 
future time, while there is not much pro­
spect of that in the case of the other. There 
is also a prospect of having settlement along 
this line. On the second reading of the Great 
'\Ve.stern Railway Bill, I stated that half the 
amount of money spent on our coastal 
districts would .settle twenty times the num­
ber of people that it would in the West-ern 
districts. I believe that is as true of the 
Northern coast as of our Southern coast ; 
and I have no hesitation in saying that if 
these railway·s were submitted to this House 
in proper form, mv support would have been 
given to them. I ·believe if we have a farge 
population on our coast it will be a good 
thing from a defence point of view, -and 
troops could be .shifted easily from point to 
point of the railw.ay. In that rE'spect the 
t.wo proposals a,re different, and the differ­
ence is all in favour of the coastal line. I 
object to these lines being brought down in· 
this hurried wav when proper mformation­
might have bee~ 'oupplied and proper notice 
given for their' introduction next session. 
The House might then have got fu!J infor­
mation, and members could have given an 
intelligent vote which they could have justi­
fied to their electors. It is a very serious 
matter when repre~ent(Ltives are called npon 
to vote for a proposal involving the expen­
diture of £10,000,000 for works they are 
absolutelv ignorant of, except for the know· 
ledge th"ey have gained personally on the 
matter. An opportunity should have beyn 
given to members to travel over these diS· 
tricts to find out for themselves. 

Mr. BOOKER: Some of you have. 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: It is no use the hon. 
member for Maryborough saying that since 
the~e Bills were table:l he has travelled 
these routes to gain the information which he 
needs in order to give an intelligent vot<' on 
this ques'tion. It would not be possible for 
anybody to do it. 

The PREMIER: Don't you intend to give 
an intelligent vote? 

Mr. J. ::Y1. HuNTER: My intelligence­
will be displayed in this way : I am going 
to vote against it because there has not been 
sufficient information supplied to memb0rs. 
I defy any member to give sufficient justifi­
cation for his vote on either of these pro­
posals. It is quite impossible for any mem-
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ber sitting behind the Government to justify 
his vote by his own experience and know­
ledge, or even on th~ information supplied 
to the Chamber. I intend to oppose the 
passage of the Bill for the reasons I have 
stated. 

Mr. BREJ'!"NAN (Rockhampton North): 
It has been mteresting to listen to the dis­
cussion on this railway scheme .and it shows 
that hon. members opposite 'are not alto­
gether unreasonable. It also shows that 
while the division on the Great Western 
Rail~ay ~a~ taken as a party vote, on this 
occaswn It :s treated as a non-party vote. 
I do not >nsh to take up the time of the 
House on this question, although the railway 
starts in my electorate and goes through the 
entire length of it. I may say that but for 
the keen agitation which has been going on 
for some years in .twckhampt.on and North 
Rockhampton this Bill might not have been 
before the House to-day. The North Rock­
~ampton and Livingstone Shire Councils sent 
I!' to t~e Government their guarantee some 
time ago. ~hey are willing to guarantee any 
loss that might accrue on what was originally 
termed the first of the North Coast Rail­
way section, but there has been a consider­
able difference made since. How it will 
affect them now I am not prepared to sav. 
I do not think it is exactly fair that North 
Rockhampton should be placed alongside of 
Rockhampton to bear that portion of the 

o!'e-fifth of the guarantee. I will 
[12 noon.] give you the valuations of both 

places to show how it will pan 
out. The valuation for the town of Rock­
hampton is £871,957 and for North Rock­
hampton £119,514. That is to say that Rock­
hampton is only 7.3 times more than North 
Rockhampton. It is also to say that for 
every £70 that is required to be paid 
towards the guarantee North Rockhamp­
ton has got to pay £10 and Rockhampton 
£6{). That. is all very well for Rockhampton. 
Rockhampton is a large citv and some parts 
of it are wea!t.hy in large ·businesses and so 
far as population is concerned. There are 
also large hotels and large shops in Rock­
hampton, when,as in North Rockhampton 
there is not a single large hotel, and there is 
not a single place of business more than a 
little shop ; and there is not what vou might 
term a wealthy man in the whole town. They 
are all working men, and to call on them to 
bear one-seventh of the cost is too much alto­
gether. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It is only 
one-seventh of the one-fifth. 

Mr. BRENNAN: Yes; one-se.-enth of the 
one-fifth, but it might go up to a big amount. 
This one-seventh might run into £500 or even 
to £1.000. At all events, I do not think that 
that is entirely fair to North Rockhampton, 
seeing that the people there are poor in com­
parison with R.ockhampton. I was surprised 
at the remarks made in this House regard­
ing the pov"rty of the land from North 
Rockhampton to Broadsound. That is not 
true. 

Mr. MANN: Do you que,tion J\Ir. Amos's 
report? 

Mr. BRENNAN: Yes, I do. I question 
it very much. Take the first 10> miles of 
that line from North Rockha.mpton. There 
are a considerable number of settlers along 
that 10 miles, and there are a number of 
small dairy farms which have from ten to 
twenty cows milking. Then from the Ten­
mile Creek right, up to Yaamba, I under-

stand, that the line will go I·ight along the 
main road to Yaamba, and that there will 
be nothing to pay in the way of compensa­
tion. From the Ten-mile Creek there are 
scrubs right along the road to Yaamba. 
There are 48,200 acres altogether of these 
scrub lunds, and you heard the hon. member 
for Normanby describe what these lands are 
like. Of that scrub land there are 26,830 
acres selected, and the balance of 21,370 
~teres is available for selection. I am in­
formed that of these scrub lands there are 
2,940 acres cleared, and another 2,000 acres 
under crops. The adult population occupy­
ing those lands totals 420 altogether, and 
they occupy 27,592 acres in their selections. 
So that right from the start of the railway 
there will be a large area under crop.s, and 
that will mean 2,500 tons of freight for the 
railway, and, at the present time, on every 
selection the clearing of the land and putting 
it under crops is being added to in area. 
There will also be the cream from twenty­
five dairie,s along the route of the railway, 
and there are a good number of people em­
ployed at each of the dairies. There is also 
a large quantity of 'hardwood timber along 
that route, so that the railway will be a.ble 
to get sleepers for the line right' along 
through my electorate. I will t:ot go beyond 
my electorate. It goes. as far as Yaamba, 
which is the boundary, and I am entirely 
ignorant of thf' nature of the country beyond 
that point. At the present time, limestone 
and ironstone is taken from this portion of 
the route to :Mount, Chalmers. There are 
about 30 tons a week carted by drays and 
wagons to Monnt Chalmers, and, when this 
railway is opened, there is no saying what 
quantity will be taken there. Then we have 
got the various caves in that locality, and 
those caves contain quantities of fertiliser· 
which are said to be inexhaustible, and con­
tain a very high percentage of the chemicals 
necessary for fertilisers. 

"Mr. NEVITT: You must have a good asset 
there if there is an inexhaustible supply. 

Mr. BRENNAN: Over that first section 
there should be no deficit at all, and the 
guarantms would not be required to pay 
anything. I quite agree with what the hon. 
member for Norma.nby says with regard to 
the remaining portion of ·this first section. 
Whatever opinions may be held by hon. 
members of either party, I feel confident 
that that first section will pay from the 
jump. 

::\Ir. NEVIT'l': I will not delay the House 
very long. I simply wish to say that I have 
the same objection with regard to this rail­
way that I had with regard to the Great 
Western Railway. I do not object to the 
general principle o.f the· Bill; I only object 
because we are not in possession of sufficient 
evidence on which to give an opinion. The 
only evidence we have got that we can place 
any reliance on at all we are told by the 
bon. member for Rockhampton North that it 
is not true. The hon. member for Rock­
hampton North is conversani; with the 
country, and he sa:yd that the report of the 
Government officer is not true. "\Vhat 
further evidence can we get that this pro­
po,,al should be postponed than that? It 
should be postponed until we have got 
further and better evidence. The hon. mem­
ber for Rockhampton North also said that 
tbe benefited area was not a fair and proper 
one, and was not distributed properly. The 

Mr. Nevitt.] 
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han. member CDmplains that North Rock­
hampton will te called upon ro pay more 
than a fa:r share on this line. When you 
have the member for the distri<".t through 
which the railway passes speaking on those 
lines, it show·s that we want more informa­
tion. I have a fair general knowledge of 
the country north of Bowen, but I have no 
knowledge of that from Rockhampton to 
Bowen, and I think I am justified in asking 
for fuller information in this matter. I paid 
great attention to what the hon. member for 
Normanby, Mr. Fox, sa,id, but it was merely 
an ex pa.rte statement. He spoke from an 
interested point of view, because the rail­
way will run through his electorate. I do 
not for one moment say that the han. mem­
ber would say anything that was not right, 
or that he would attempt to mislead the 
House, but his statement was merely an c.c 
parte statement just the same. This pro­
posal is not on all-fours with this railway, be­
cause t~e \Yestern country has greater claims 
than this country has got. They have already 
got a steamer service up North. (Hear, 
hear!) What mav be said of the railway is that 
it is to all intents and purposes merely a pas­
senger and mail service. There will be practi­
cally no goods carried over the railway worth 
speaking of, because it is well known that 
wate'-: carriage can beat the railwa.y on every 
occaswn. Possibly there is one little bri!!ht 
star on the horizon. Po,sibly it may be ·the 
means of enabling the Government to do 
something with the repurchased Seaforth 
Eetate. I do not know if the railway will go 
near to it or not, but it may be the means of 
getting rid of it. T'ne Prem'ier said that some 
of this land through which the line would 
traverse would carry a bullock to the acre. I 
am sure that my hon. friend, Mr. Booker, 
would like to get hold of some land that 
would carry a bullock·to the acre. The hon.' 
member for Burke asked the :Minister if it 
was the intention of the Government. to take 
over the Etheridg·e Railwav. If it is 
desirable for the Government' to talre over 
the l'dount Elliott Railway, it is also desirabl·• 
to take over the Etheridg-e Railwav althouo'h 
I admit that the Etheridge Railwa~ is no-C a 
portion of the system which has· been put 
forward by the Government on this occasion. 
But there is just a'. much need for the Go­
vernment .to take over the Etheridge Rn.ilway 
as there 1s to take over the ?>Iount Elliott 
Railway. By so doing the Government would 
relieve a good number of people who are now 
being penalised to the extent of 50 per cent. 
over the prices charged on the Government 
railways, and that would be the means of 
settling a large number of miners along that 
route ; they would be able to get their 
commodities cheaper, and they could- get their 
ores taken along to the smelters at a cheaper 
rate. It would be just as good an investment 
as taking over the :\fount Elliott Railway. 

Mr. GRAYSON (Cunningharn): I listened 
to the speech of the deputy leader of the 
Opposition in reference to this line. Th~t 
hon. gentleman knows the country probably 
as well as any hon. member in this House, 
and whatever doubts or fears I mav have had 
about supporting this line, after Ji,,tening to 
t~~ speech of the deputy leader of the Oppo· 
s1hon, I have made up mv mind to sunport 
this proposal. (HE'ar, he'ar !) The d~puty 
leader of the Opposition, when speaking, said 
he had as much right to refer to the ·wants 
and requirements of hiF electorate as mPm· 
bers sitting on the Government side of th<' 
House. I am quit-e prepared to admit that, and 
I hope that the same privilege will be ex-

[1J1 r. Nevitt. 

tended to members sitting on this side when 
we bring forward grievances in connection 
with our electorate;, in a similar way. This 
railway scheme which· the Gov-ernment has 
brought forward is undoubtedly one of the 
greatest schemes ever laid before an Austra· 
!ian Parliament, and it is to be hoped that 
it will realise the expectations, not only of 
the Premier, but of the other members of 
the Cabinet. I supported the Western exten­
sion because I believe that the producers in 
the Western country are deserving of recog­
nition in the way of railway communication. 
While supporting the Great Vfegtern exten­
sion and the coastal railway, I hope that 
these two railwav schemes will not over­
shadow the lines required to be constructed 
in the farming electoratBs. 

Mr. MANN: \Vhere will you get the sur· 
veyors? 

Mr. GRAYSON: I am afraid that this 
great scheme w!ll to some extent over· 
shadow the small lines in agrieultur.al dis­
tricts, but we have got the Premier's word 
that nothing of the kind will take place. 
We should continue the policy of construct­
ing railway lines in the settled districts, 
where it is necessary to do so. The present 
Government has constructed more lines in 
farming elect<lrates than any other Govern­
ment in power in Queensland. and I hope 
they will continue the same policy. I firmly 
believe in the construction of the Great 
Western line, and also in the construction of 
this coastal railway, because they will be of 
great benefit to the producers in the coastal 
~istricts and on the Darling Downs by open­
mg up markets· for our surplus products. 
We remember the clrought in 1902, when the 
pastora~i<>ts were paying exorbitant prices 
for maize; but "hen these lines are con­
stn~cted the pastoralists will be able to get 
then produce at a much lower price than 
they paid at that time. In fact, they had 
to im!JOrt a lot of it from the Argentine. 
The construction of tht '<C two lines will be 
of great benefit to the people in the \Vest 
and to the producers in all parts of the 
StnJc. I should like to sav a word about 
a line that has been promised for the past 
twenty-six years, that is the via recta. That 
line was passed twentv-six vears ao-o and 
£750,000 was appropriated fo;· it. " 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I hope 
t~e hon .. n:ember will not refer to that ques­
tion, a3 It 1s not now before the House. 

Mr. GRAYSON: Oth~'r members have been 
allowed to get in a little about their own elec­
torates. However, I do not intend to en­
large on it beyond sa.yinc: that the producers 
on the Darling Downs have been placed at a 
great disadvantage by being deprived of their 
market for the last forty years. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I hope 
the han. member will not refer further to that 
subject. He must s~e that if he continues 
in that strain I shall have to allow other hon. 
meml>E'rs the same privilege. (Hear, hmtr !) 
A brief reference is all that is allowable, and 
the hon. member must not dilate on it. 

1\Ir. GRAYSO?'i: I just want to point out 
that the farmers at Killarney have to sc;nd 
their produce by rail 196 miies to Brisbane, 
although they are only 8{) miles dishmt from 
Brisbane in a straight line, tmd it is the same 
with the settlers around 1\Iaryvale. There are 
25,000 inhabitants in the south-eastern portion 
of the Darling Downs who have been placed 
at a disadvantage through the non-building of 
the via recta for the last. forty years. 
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-The DEPCTY SPEAKER: Order! I can­
not allow the bon. member to proceed in 
that way. If he does not obey my ruling, I 
must call upon him to resume his seat. 

Mr. GRAYSON: I do not wish to trans­
gress the rules of the House. I think the 
Government are to be commended for going 
in for such a vigorous railway policy. 'l'here 
is only one thing in connection with the build­
ing of theQe lines, and that is where aJ:'e the 
Government going to procure the necessa,ry 
labour to do the work. I noticed in the 
Courier this morning that in thG Herbert 
electorate, the constituency of the deputy 
leader of the Oppoc,ition, there is a scaicity 
of labour. There is a, sca,rcity of labour in 
all the farming districts of Queensland. I 
hope when these ra,ilway proposals are pa,ssed 
by both Houses tha,t the Government will 
take measures with a view to encouraging 
the right class of hbour to come out here. 

Mr. FERRI OKS: I am going to vote 
against the a,mendment proposed by the 
hon. member for Croydon, and I intend to 
support; the construction of this railwa,y. In 
saying tha,t I think I am acting- justifiably 
a,nd consistently, notwithstanding the fact 
that when a, similar r.mendment was proposed 
in the ca,se of the Grea,t Western Railway I 
voted for it. There is not the same occasion 
for the a,mendment here, as the House is 
well supplied with information on this line. 
So far as I am concerned, and so far as the 
members representing Northern constitu­
encies are concerned, we are satisfied that 
the Government is making no mistake in 
construct-ing this line, because the line is 
going through agricultural districts. The 
line VI ill run through good agricultural land 
that is suitable for dose .settlement. Mem­
bers representing the districts through which 
this line will pass are enthusiastically in 
favour of it. That wa,s not the case with 
the Western extension, as the members of 
tho,9e electorate.'! were t.he strongest in their 
condemnation of the railway. So far as the 
commercial, mining, and agricultural aspects 
of this line are concerned, everyone is satis­
fied with it, but that was not so in the case 
of the Western Railway. For the edification 
of those who sneeringl:y refer to members on 
this side opposing this amendment and ,sup­
porting the same amendment in the Western 
extension, I may say that it is not because 
it goes through my electorate alone. that I 
S'-lpport it. I express pleasure at the con­
templated extension of the Bowen Railway. 
I may o;ay when I 'Va,s asked by the Bowen 
Chamber of Commerce to join with the 
gentlemen high in the commercial world in 
Brisbane and wait on the Minister urging 
the extension of the Bowen Railway, I re­
fused to do that, because the line would go 
through private land known as Inkerrnan 
Estate. The situation is now altered, as 
Inkerman ha.s been repurchased by the Go­
vernment. Although I would sooner that 
that land had been made ava.ilable by the 
operation of Mr. Fisher's land tax, I accept 
the next l:l<'">t thing, which is the Govern­
ment repu.rchasing it. When that railway is 
extended from Bowen, it will bring about 
a lot of settlemf"nt in that locality. Another 
thing to attract settlement will be the estab­
lishment of a suR"ar-mill there. The sPttlers 
hope that the Government will P~tablish a 
central mill there, becauSB the people do not 
want a privately-owned mill. As it is part 
of the Government policy to buy Inkerrnan 
Estate and extend the Bowen Railway, the:y 

should go one step further and establish &. 
central mill there. Before I carne to the 
House I advocated this North Coast Rail­
way extension, and I was in communication 
with Mr. Broome, the secretary of the league 
in Rockharnpton, in getting support for it 
elsewhere. I a,m glad that the Government 
are going to take over the Bowen to Proser­
pine Tramway. The bumbles who had con­
trol of the construction of that railway were 
entrusted with £80,000 to carry out that 
work, wherea,s they should never have been 
trusted with 80,000 yen. The Government 
will now have to pay £100,000 to take it 
over. The Government will also take over 
the Ayr Tramway, which is really a railway, 
and that will be of great benefit to the 
settlers in the Burdekin district. The Ayr 
Tramway has been paying 11 to 13 per cent., 
and the Proserpine Railway, under proper 
control, will also be able to pay interest over 
and above working expenses. There is some 
magnificent agricultural land on these two 
routes, and there will be room for thousands 
of people there. For every one person that 
will settle on the Western extension, the· 
settlement on this extension from Bowen to 
Ayr will be 200 or 300 times greater. 

Mr. D. Hu~TER: ·what about the Bowen 
Chaml er of Commerce? 

Mr. FERR 1 OKS: \Yben I came down here 
the desires of the people "f Bowen ar•d Ayr with 
regard to the exteusi.;n of the railway were 
diametrically or,pmed; and hon. members can 

· undH;tar'd n•y po>ition. At the 
[12.30 p.m.] •ame time it "a" quite above-

board, quite comistent, and quite 
justifiable. I ad,·is•d the people of Bowen 
that, so far as I conld a•cerl:;ain, the Reid River 
connection was "" dead as a door-nail, and had 
been for several years. I have been a consistent 
advncate of an exten,ion M the Bowen Railway 
wmewhere. Tre via r<cta, if I may so call it,. 
will come eorre time, and then the trade of the 
We,tern district will come to Bowen, to which it 
belongs. I advi,ed the Bowen Chamber of Com­
merce to ad \·ocate takin? 1 he railway somewhere. 
Per>onally I am not enamonred of the route 
selected liy the Government. I think the better 
ronte would be to go by the Rocks and connect; 
with Avr. It would traveree a splendid district, 
and it 'is a pity the connection was not made 
long ago, as it "ould have been, if the opposing 
parties had not pulled against e·<ch other with 
such vim. When I came clown here I ex­
pressed the oninion in this House, and to the 
Secretary for Railways personally, that so far as. 
I was concerned, I would throw the responsibility 
of extending the railway on the Go,-ernment. If 
the Government de~ire to take it via J arvisfield 
they must take the responsibility. I am not 
capable of spe" king- from the enll'ineering aspect; 
of the que"tion except as a layman, hut I can 
speak from ot,her aspects, and I say that, even if 
we had all the reports in the world in favour of a 
particular extension of the Bowen Hail way, we· 
wo•Jld have to accept the rliclurn of the experts 
of the Railway Department, althongh they 
might not be w capable of judging the relative 
merits of the different routes as we who ara 
conversant wilh the conntry. 1fy reason for 
opposin'! the passag-e of the last proposal which 
was before this Chamber was because, in my 
opinion, it is a Brisbane line. This railway is 
a Queensland railway, wbich will open up. 
a greater extent of rich conntry, and will 
settle a lot of people. It is a national work. 
I shaLl sup]jort every propo•al to build railways 
into agricultural cl1stricts. I do not care whether 
tbey are in the North or in the South ; and it is 
a great pity that the han. the senior rnemt-er for 

Mr. Ferrwks.] 
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Matybornugh and other bon. members opposite, 
<lid not show greater concern for the interests 
Df the aJZricultnral industry when the Great 
Western Railway Bill was before the Honse. 
If the han. the >enior member for JYiaryborough 
had made his request, when that Bill was before 
the House, for an assurance from the Stc­
retary for Railways that the interests of the 
"ltgricultural industry would not be stagnated, 
I think the request would h~t'e been ve1y 
pertinent and timely. It is not so pertinent on 
the s<cond reading of this Bill, because this rail­
way will go through agricultural districts. 

The SECRETARY FOR HAlLWAYS; I have given 
that assurance several times already. 

Mr. :B'ERRICKS : I am referring to the 
.request made by the hon. the senior member for 
::Ylaryborough a few minutes ago. 

The SEOR!i:TARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
The Secretary for Railways was not in the 
Chamber at that time. 

Mr. Fl<JHRICKS : I contend there is no 
analogy between the two proposals. This rail­
way is a national work ; it will seotle veople on 
the land--

Mr. COTTELL : And it goes through your 
electoratP. 

Mr. FER RICKS: Let me repeat, for the hon. 
member's sake, that I was rf quested by the Bowen 
Chamber of Commerce togo to the Premier and ask 
for an extension of the Bnwen Rail way through 
private property, ar,d I refused, although it was 
against my interests to do so. From a defence 
point of ciew, this r&il•ay i; more valuable than 
the Great \Veslern Ra,lwoy. It "ill settle 200 
or 300 people for <V<r.Y one that the other line 
will settle. The necessity of that line for defence 
.purposes will be enti> ely witwd out by the con­
struction of a. Fed• r~l transcontinental. railway, 
which must come eventually. I recogniee· 
that the rcqnest of han. members on this side 
for a postponement of the Bill un:il further 
information is supplied is quioe justifiable, and I 
take no exception to their attitude, because they 
have not got the informati•m which is in the 
possession of hem. mem hers representing this 
part of the country. \Ve h>we been over the 
country; we have lived in it; and it is only 
natural that men repreeenting far \Vestern con­
stituencies should t.ot kr,ow as much about the 
country as hun. members repre~enting the dis­
tricts through which the railway will paes. The 
consLruction of the railway must result in benefit 
to the people of Queensland and to the good 
government of Australia; and for tlmt reason I 
shall support the second reading and vote against 
the amendment. 

Mr. S\V A YNE (Mac/en!') : If ever a rail way 
deserved th" general appro' ttl of the Hon,,e, it is 
this one, if only for the fact that it is going 
through &nch a large a,r;_;a of Crown l ,nd. Out 

.of 11,000,000 acres in the benefited areas there 
are only 2.000,000 neres aliena· ed, lc.1ving a 
balance of 9,000,000 ncres still in the hands of 
the Crown, and some of tbat land is the be·.t we 
. have in Qneen;.;land. ~I:1uy of UG are persunally 
acquainttd with the land al.mg the route. I know 
the country for (10 tuiles on either &ide of :Mackay, 
and for the whole of these 180 miles the land is 
first·class. Of conrse there are &mall gaps on the 
wateroheds between the crEek<. a1.d so on ; but 
the greater part of it is firot-class agricuHural 
land which wrll in t1m8 be 'trY closely settled. 
The a,nendment should be oppcsed if only on 
the ground that, if it is carried, and the whole of 
the route iB required to be >mrveyed, the portion 
that is still nnsurveyd-alth•mgh small in C•l!IJ· 

parison with the whole l~ngth of the line-has 
sufficient mileage to absorb all our surveyors for 
.some considerable time to come. That would 

[.~fr. Ferricks, 

mean that the building of the line would 
be put back for three or four yearo, and, 
under present circumstances, I do not think 
that is desiral•le. The argument has been 
advanced in favour of the amendment that 
there is not the same need for this line that there 
is for the c •nstruction of a Great Western Rail­
way as a means of combating drought. While 
that is true, there is an even greater danger to 
be faced than that of drought. There is the 
danger of a foreign invasion, and it seems to me 
that from that point of view there is not a 
moment to spare in beginning the settlement of 
our coastal lands. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order! I can 
hardly hear the hon. rnemher speak. There is so 
much conversation going on th&t I can hear more 
of that conversation than I can of the bon; 
member's speech. 

Mr. SWAYNE: I do not think that in the 
present position of Australia we can afford to 
lose any time in building this railway, so that 
we may push forward the settlement of our 
coastal areas with all possible speed. The land 
through which the line will pass is capable of 
carrying a big population. As to the lack of 
information with regard to the route, the line 
has been Youched for by han. members on both 
sides of the House. The deputy leader of 
the Opposition answered for the portion of the 
line in his electorate, tee hon. memher for 
Rockbampton for the portion in his electorate, 
and the hon. member for Normanby fat 
the portion in his electorate, and the han. 
member for Bowen lor his. The only ex­
ception taken by the hon. member for Rock­
hampton North to the matter was to the char cter 
given to the lands in his d1strict in the report 
submitted to the House. In view of these facts, I 
think we should come loa vote as soon as possible. 
I could 'peek at some length as to the high 
character of the lands to be opened up in my dis­
trict, but I do not propo 1e to do so as we have 
sat all night and I do not think it desirable to 
keep members sitting here some hours longer. 
I shall, therefore, set a good example, and resume 
my seat, trusting that a vote will be taken. 

Mr. HAMILTON: I shall not speak at any 
length, but I do not want to give a silent 
vote on this qu~stion. I am going to vote 
for the 9mendment, because I do not think 
it is a good thing to encourage the bringing 
down of a raihYay propo~al involving an ex­
penditure of over £2,000,000 on the meagre 
information thtt\ has been supplied to the 
House in connection with this rail way. I know 
!he country 11orth of Mackay pretty well, and 
I think that the building of a rail way there 
is fairly wdl juotified. I believe the country 
the<e is the richest portion of Queensland. I 
listened with great attention to the hnn. member 
for Normanhy, because I think he is the only 
man in lhe House who bas a thorough knowledge 
of the country hetween Rockhampton and 
:Mackay, but Hll I could gather from his speech 
was that it w"" very good dairying land . 
There are about 11,000,000 acres of land alienated 
along that part of the rail w>1y. 

The SJWHETARY ~"OH RAILWAY6 : Oh, no ; 
11,000,000 acres altogether, of which 2,000,000 
are alienated. 

iV[r. HAMILTON : It has been pointed out 
that the coast range c,nnes down near the water 
between Rnckhampton and :Mackay, and that it 
is only here and there in that district that there 
is good dairying land. ThR hon. member for 
Normanby stated that good fat cattle had been 
raised on that land. I have seen numbers of the 
finest fat cattle in Australia come from the far 
West, away down south of Birds ville. Those 



JYorth Coast [6 DECEMBER.] Railwa.y Bill. 2607 

-cattle took the prize at the Adelaide Show. But 
I do not regarcl the turning of good fat cattle 
off land as any criterion of the carry in~ capacity 
Df country for dairying purpose•. I put the 
statement of the hon. member for Normanhy 
above any official report we have from Mr. Cooke 
i·u regard to the value d the country I am refer· 
ing to, as the bon. member for Normanby is an 
authority on the subject. The bon. m8mber for 
Normanby told us that about 18 or 20 miles out· 
·side Rock hampton there is some very fai~;, scrub 
land, bnt that the rest is only pretty fair dairying 
land. I believe, from what I can learn from the 
speeches of hon. members who have addressed 
the House, that the best of the land bretween 
Rockhampton and Cairns has been alienated­
that about 11,000,000 acres are alienated at the 
Ilresent time. 

The SEoRETARYl'ORRAILWAYS: No; 11,000,000 
.acres between Rockhampton and Cairns. 

Mr. HAMILTON: -vvell, as far as I cmlearn, 
the best of the land between Rockbampton and 
Mackay is alienated-and alienated in pretty 
large areas. That is a bad I hing. I believe the 
good land is limited to the country betwe<m 
Mackay and Cairns. \Ve have been furnished 
with very little information with regard to either 
of these mil ways, and I am going to vote for the 
amendment because of the meagre information 
which has been supplied, just as I V< ted against 
the rail way proposed to be made into my own 
district for the same reason. I am not again•t 
the building of a railway in the North. as I 
believe t.he North is entitled to a railway, an·i 
that a line in that part t•f the State will make 
more land available for settlement-especially 
north of Townsville-than anv other line we 
could construct. But apparenLly this rail way is 
going to start at Rockhampton, and I do not 
think that is good policy. I think the other 
portions of t hA line shnuld be bnilt firt.t.. A rei!· 
way through the country betwf• n Hockhampton 
and Mackay will not settle many T<eople, and 
the only justification for it io that ic \\Ill estab­
lioh the conrec:ing link between the southern 
and northern cnast milwars. J<~ven when this 
line and the other lines are ·built, there will still 
be portions of far IV estern Qneen,Jand OYer GOO 
miles away from the proposed railway~. To 
make the scheme complete, and give railway com· 
munication tbT<Jughout Queensland, we should 
link up the Central and Northern railways 
somewhere about Longreach and \Vinton. I do 
not CMe what particnlar places are chosen for the 
connecting link, anri wou:d be prepared to abide 
by the decision of the experts in the matter, but 
certainly such a connection is necessary in order 
to complete our railway system. 

Mr. WHITE {l'ihtsgmvc): I should not have 
,;poken at all on thrs matter had nut the member 
for Maranoa said that no member on this side of 
the House could justify his voting fur this rail· 
way, without plans and specifications being laid 
on the table. I have seen plans and speciiica· 
tions of other railways lying on the table of the 
House for a fortnight, and have noticed that. only 
tht~ members interested in a particuL\!· railway 
and the district which it. traversed, have taken 
the trouble to look at the vlan.s. It mu>t also be 
remembered that when plans and specifications 
of railways were tabled originally, we were 
building rail;,ays by controct, and th%e plans 
and specifications were full1ished in order to give 
members a fair idea of the l•robable cost of con­
struction. A,.; a matte\· of fact, now railways 
are being constructed by day labour, it would 
be of great advantage to le,we the work in the 
hands of the experte, who would be able to deviate 
here and there, an<l thus lessen the c<"t of con­
struction. I intend to vote against the amend­
ment for the reasons I have stated. 

Mr. MANN: There is no donbt that this rail­
way is more justifiable than the Great Western 
Railway; at the same time, this House would 
be lacking in its duty in passing such a gigantic 
scheme without the fullest information. The 
adoption of these schemes must prevmt other 
necessary work being undertaken by the Govern­
ment. On the 11th August I asked the Minister 
for Railways--

!. How many surveyors are in the employ of the 
Railway Department t 

2. Where and how are they employed at present? 
3. Has the Railway Department sufficient surveyors 

to do all the survey work required by the Railway 
Department P 

4. If not. what steps, if any, is he takmg to get more 
surveyors? 

And the Secretary for Railways replied--
1. Fifteen. 
2. (a) rrhree on the working surveys of Jines p9$Sed by 

Parliament last year. viz :-Oakey to Ooo:yar, 
Cordalb!t to Dallarnil, and :I'Iount :liorgan to 
Dawson Valley. 

(b) Ten on trial surveys, employed in the following 
districts. viz. :-Southern Burnett, Southern 
Border, Dalby,. Taroom, :Mary Valley, Upper 
Burnett, Townsville, and Mackay. 

(c) Two on examinations of the country between 
the ~outh-western portion of the State and 
the Gulf o[ Carpentaria. 

3. No. 
4. More rail way surveyors are not available. 

Here is a gigantic scheme of railway construc­
tion, and where are the surveyors? There are 
requests from every coast district for agricultural 
lines, and I am waiting till the Minister has 
more time at his disposal, to present to him a 
petition for a line in my district. There is a 
request for an extension of the Tolga-Johnstone 
line, but there are no surveyors available. The 
bon. membr·r for Norman by s:tys a good deal of 
the country betweenRockhampton and Mackay is 
good dairying country. Ic·~n take anyone to coun­
try on the coast tbatloo!<Sso well when there is rain 
that one could not wish for better country ; but 
from the end of August until the rain comes, 
about the new year, it would take a cquare mile 
to feed a bandicoot. If the Government want 
to develop our agricultural resonrc<'R they will 
build lines in agricnltural districts to promote 
settlement, and make the railways as much as 
possible paying concerns. In 190G, when the 
presont Secretary for Lands was introducing the 
Ibilways Bill, be ciaimed that our railways left 
us in debt to the extent of £6,250,000; and every 
mile of railway that does not pay goes to 
increase that debt. I do not say that some­
thin~ has not come back in the shape of 
increased value of the land, hut that does not 
always go into the pockets of the Q,.vernment. 
I re< .. eived a request from the Cairns Chamber of 
Commerce to ask for a fly in~ survey from Ingham 
to Cairns; but I sa'd that a much more urgent 
work was an extension of the Tolga Johnstone 
line to Milia Mill a; and the Cairns Chamber of 
Commerce are willing to fore;o what they asked 
for in order that development may take place in 
the Cairns back country, where railway extension 
will settle people on the land and do good. I 
may say that this Bill is badly drafted, and it 
appears to have been hurriedly preparerl. \Vhen 
speaking the other night, the Minister said 
that Cairns should pay one.tenth cf the 
less on Section E. The town <>f C:tirns and 
shire of Cairns have practically developed all 
their territory; nnd the Cairns Shire Coun­
cil offered to extend the railway right up 
to their boundarv, hut they were blocked by the 
Government. By extending the line about 8 
miles more it will come into the town of Cairns. 
The trade to the south of that should go to its 

Mr. Mann.] 
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own port--namely, Mourilyan Harbour. After 
the people of Cairns and the Cairns district have 
done so much for themselves, I fail to see why 
they should be saddled with any ioss on the line 
further south, which will be c•f no benefit to 
them. 'vV e have given the settlers a good service, 
and paid the men better wages than the Govern­
ment, and carried freight cheaper than the 
Government, yet we will have to guarantee any 
loss on the other sections. 

The SllCRE1'ARY FOR RAILWAYS: Not on the 
other sections. 

Mr. MANN: On section E we have bnilt 
37 miles, and another 8 mi'es will bring the line 
into Cairns; and I fail to see why the town and 
the shire of Cairm should be burdened with the 
debt on sections that will give them no benefit. 

The SECRE"rAUY E'O!t RAILWAYS: 'vVhat about 
the through traffic? 

Mr. MANN: The Minister spoke in grandilo­
quent tones about the tmin-loads of tobacco that 
would go over the line. He must have bad in 
his mind's eye the toy trains one sees in the 
shop-windows at Ch1istmas time, because one 
could carry all the tobacco grown at Kamerunga 
in a 70-lh. sugar-hag. Does the hon. gentleman 
think sugar will be sent over the line to Rock­
hampton, or to Brisbane? I can tell him it will 
be sent by boat. The Government talk of build­
ing some more central mills; and we want 
railways to take the c me to those mills. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I think the hop. 
member must admit that I have allowed him to 
go into deh•il· to a rather generous extent. I 
must now remind him that the question before 
the Home is one of principle, and members 
should not go into details. 

Mr. MANN : I agree that we should not go 
into details if possible. I will merely point out 
that thR greatest necessity we have at the 
present time is a more efficient coastal service by 
boat, and Letter harbours ; and if the 
Government are going to borrow £8,000,000 
or .£D,OOO,OOO for railways there will he no 
money for other necessary reproductive works. 
It has been argued that this railway will be very 
useful for defence purposes, hut I do not think that 
members really believe that for one moment, for 
this reason, that a coastal line running so near 

the coast is too open to an enemy. 
[1 p.m.] For example, if there was a very 

costly bridge built over a river, 
there would be nothing to prevent a Japanese 
cruiser coming and landing a party and destroy­
ing the bridge, and cutting off North (lueensland 
from the South. A line for defence purposes 
should be further in. If the Government 
appointed a CommiHsion to consider this, they 
would find that a line could be run 
from Evelyn right down through that country 
in behind the range, which would he safe 
from an enemy, and junctioning- with the Towns­
ville line, and from there on from Hughenden 
to Wint0n. That would be the best defence 
line we could get. This coas~al'line is one that 
will never, to my mind, be of much service for 
defence purposes, as it will be too e"sily cut off 
in many points. I asked a qne•tion in regard to 
what the Government intended to do about 
taking over the tramway in Cairns, and I have 
not yet gut satisfactory replies to that and 
various other questions, but I notice that 
there is a pr<iposal in the Bill to &t~rt 
this line at Cairns if the Mulgrave Tram­
way is not taken over. That is a threat to the 
people of O>tirns that if they do not allow the 
tramway to be taken over the Government will 
build a line from Cairns in opposition to the 
present Cairns Tramway. To use tbP. h0mely 
Scotch phrase, '"l'hey can save their breath to 

(.Liir. Mann. 

cool their porridge," because if they build a line­
from Cairns they will not get any traffic over it. 
as the ratepayers control the tmffic, and if the 
Government build a line they could not afford to 
enter into c·1mpetition with the C 'irns Tram way. 
I do not think for one moment that the Govern· 
ment intend to start this line from Cairns. 
They could not afford to build 40 miles of rail­
way through private property. The amount 
they would have to pay for resumption alone 
would. run into hundreds and thousands of 
pounds. \Ve should refuse to sell to the Go­
vernment at anything less than a fair price. All 
that land is worth .£-10 an acre. If the Govern­
ment try to run another line through there, I 
will guarantee th't every acre of land they re­
sume would cost £20 an acre. 

Hon. R. PHILP : The Cairns ratep:1yers will 
have to pay 3 per cent. on it. 

Mr. :CVL\NN: We are g•>ing to object. Even 
the bon. member for Townsville himself admits 
that it would be a foolish scheme to penalise the 
people of ca;rns with a railway that brings them 
no benefit. 

Ron. R. PHILP : It will benefit Cairns; the 
railway will make Cairns. 

Mr. MANN : I do not think it will help the 
town of Cairns in the least. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! This is­
all deLail. 

Mr. MANN : I quite understand it is all 
det;oil, but it is very necessary detail before we 
1·ass this Bdl. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon. mem­
ber must know that it is out of order to discuss 
all these details. Some amount of latitude may 
be allowed in replying to other speakers, but he 
must not go beyond the scope allowed t.) any 
other hon. member. 

Mr. MANN : I am not seeking to go beyond 
the remarks made by any other speaker. One 
bon. member spoke about the via recta. 

The DF.WUTY SPEAKER: Order! The 
bon. member must now keep to the principle of 
the Bill. 

::Y[r. MANN : I will deal with the Bill on 
broad lines. Before passing this Bill, we want. 
the fullest pos,ihle information to see if we are 
justified in spending this enormous sum of money, 
and whether it will produce such an amount of 
settlement as to warrant the expenditnrP. I 
have no information in regard to that. I will 
admit that we are justified in building a section 
from Mackay south; we are justified in building 
a section from Bobawaba to the b~nke of the 
Burdekin River. I quite admit that we want some 
better facilities in the Herbert electorate to bring 
their traffic down to the coast, but I do not 
think for one moment that we want to build 
any great amount of railway between Rock­
hampton and Mackay. I think 30 or 40 miles 
extension south from Mackay would meet the 
case for very many years to come. This Bill 
proposes alHo to open up some conn try in my 
di;;trict, and that country, as I said before, the 
shire council are quite able and willing to open 
ur. if they g-et permission from the Government. 
They will do it more expeditiously and cheaply 
than what the Government can do, because they 
have good men who under,tand the country and 
that elMs of wmk. I oppose this Bill, b<cause 
it must seriously affect railway construction 
in every agricultural district in Queemland. 
We cannot qbnt our eyes to that fact. I think 
that the borrowing of a sum amounting to 
£8,000,000 of money is hastening the time, which 
wiil inevitably come, when Queensland can­
not borrow money for constructing any more 
rdilways. We have seen that happen before,. 
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and we shall see it happen again. \Ve have 
.£15,000,000 of loan money f:tlling due within 
a few years, and if we borrow this money, 
and it does not return interest and redemption, 
we will be unable to borrow any more 
money. I am opposed to this gigantic rail­
way scheme, because it means that we will 
have to import labour to build it. There is 
not sufficient labour now in Queensland to build 
these railways. I maintain that to build these 
railways in the perioc! of seven years, we must 
import at le1st from 3,000 to 4,000 navvies. 'rhe 
navvies we get from the old country are agricul­
tural labourers. I WLIS there myself, and know 
what I am speaking about. At ]pest 75 per cent. 
of the navvies working on the Cairns Railway 
were agricultural labourers from lreland, Scot­
land, and North of England. At present 
private enterprise is busy all over Queens­
land, and there is plenty of employment. 
Here is a Government stepping in with a big pro­
gramme of work, and trying to make the scarcity 
of labour in QLleensland much more acute. They 
want to raise a big cry for immigration. They 
will bring out 4,000 or 5,000 navvies. \Ve will 
suppose there are 2,000 in Queensland at the 
present time. That will mean that 7, 000 
navvies will be thrown out of work the moment 
our big rail way boom Ius hurst. On a pre­
vious occasion I saw men going from Cairns 
to Croydon, and travelling all over the North, 
and they could not find any work to do. 
I saw fine strong able-bodied navvies W•Jrking in 
l\fackay for liis. a week and their food, for ten 
hours :t day, and at the end of the week they 
were diomissed, because the employers always 
reckoned on getting the best work out of them 
during the firot week. I ha.ve sePn many in­
stances of that kind-I have •een that happen 
beforP, and it is going to happen agaiu. I ad­
mit that we have had six or seven very good 
year3, Queensland is prosperous, but it is not 
going to rnnain RO for all time, and thiR big 
gigantic bubble is going to land Queensland 
where she was very near before-in insol­
vency. There is no doubt about that, and 
I would warn the Government, before going- on 
with this gigantic scheme, to p:1.use and consider, 
and if there is any money to ~pend--if we can 
borrow any money at all--spend that money 
wisely and well in building rail ways in districts 
where Wb know they will pay. I can mention 
several dic<tricts in need of railways myself, and 
I dare say the hon. member for Mary borough can 
mention several districts in tbe Burnett, and the 
member for Cunningham this morning mentioned 
several railways which were wanted in his own 
district; and I am quite sure, if y0n went round 
to the members of this House and asked them 
privately, thu,t every member has a railway in 
his pocket. I hare two or three myself, and 
every one I have, I can assure you, would be 
good payable railways, and for those reason3 I 
I am going to vote agamst this proposal. 

l\fr. HA}riLTON: I have one that the Premier 
has in his pocket. 

Mr. MANN: For that reason I am going to 
vote for the amendment. I trust that it will be 
carried, and that we will have much more infor­
mation about this route before we are asked to 
vote for the rail way. 

HoN. R. PHILP: I am going to vote against 
the amendment, and I hope it won't he carried. 
I think myself all members of the House con­
sider this is a very desirable r·ailway to be built 
-tbat io is a very good thing to connect Rock­
hampton with Cairns and Brisbane with Cairns. 
It;is going through a great deal of good agricultural 
land. I have seen a good deal of it myself, and I 
Can say the land between Rock hampton and Cairns 
is much better tban the land between Brisbane 
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and Rockhampton. That line is paying very 
well, and if that line pays, why should not a 
line from Rockhampton to Cairns pay well too? 
It is not an experiment, The local bodies in 
those districts have built three lines, and those 
lines are paying, and at least two of them are 
paying bandsomely. The line from Ayr to 
'.rownsville, I think, paid 12 per cent. this year. 
No one should hesitate about building lines of 
that sorb, and, besides, I think the country 
between Cairns and the Tully and Cardwell is 
some of the finest agricultural land in Queens­
land, none of which would be opened up without 
a railway. Be;ides, we know that lines going 
through big populations pay best. We have 
big populations in Mount Morgan, at Rock­
hampton, and also in ;yiackay, Townsville, 
Charters Tower;;, and a good population in 
Cairns. Those people will travel on the line. I 
do not for a moment think we will get goods 
from Cairns to Brisbane by the railway, but I 
am satisfied there will be a big passenger traffic 
from Cairns to Brisbane. Besides, a large sum 
of money will be saved by carrying mails. 
by rail. At the present time the Federal Go­
vernment pay· for ns between .£20,000 and' 
£30,000 a year to subsidise steamers from 
Gladstone to Townsville, and also from Towns­
ville to Cairns, f>nd we will save that for our­
seh·es. That will pay a good percentage on 
the cost of the whole railway. Then again, 
we have just passed a line through the western 
part of QL1eensland, and it was quite justifiable, 
but I say this linP is even more justifiable. It 
will go through a thicker ]JOpulat8d country and 
will be the means of settling an enormous num­
ber of our people on the best agricultural lands 
we have in Queensland. :;'\fo doubt we want 
more sugar-mills, and why should we not have 
more sugar-mills? Bnt these n,i!ls could not be 
erected unless we have railways to and from 
those districts. It is not an experiment. It is a 
line that has proved in two different places to 
pay very handsomely, and also we have ~he testi­
mony of half a dozen members of t-h1s Honse 
who know the land thoroughly. I do not pre­
tend to know the whole of i,, bnt I dare say I 
know <>S much as any individual member of this 
House. I have travelled over a good deal 
of it, and I know that, especially between 
the Herbert and O.tirm, you have the best 
rainfall in Queensland. You have also some 
of the best scrub lands, and you can settle 
100,000 people on that bnd in time to c Hne. I 
think we would be wanting in nur duty if we did 
not pass this railway from Itockhampton to 
Cairns. I hope that we will not have an all-night 
sitting over this, but that the good sense of the 
Chamber will cvme to a decision very shortly and 
pass tbis railway. In Committee, I daresay we 
can discuss details, but, briefly, I say it is one of 
tbe be,t prnpo;;itions ever put before this 
Chamber. (Hear, hear!) 

:Mr. FOLEY: It is not my intenti<m to keep 
the House very long over this. I do not intend 
to support the amendment, for reasons which I 
will endeavour to show in aB few words as nos­
sible. The reason why the amendment was 
moved waB becauBe it was decided on the first 
reading of the Bill that unle' s more informa­
tion was supplied by the Minister, this party 
could not see its way clear to support the pro­
poBition. Sine-> then we have had presented to 
nB by the :Minister tiVo reports from engineer 
\Vm. D. Cooke, railway surveyor, and his report 
goes to show that between Plane Creek and St. 
Lawrence-which bis firet report deals witb­
there are several areas of good agricultural land, 
which he says would settle a good population if 
railw~ty communication could be accomplished. 
Resays-

M1·. 1/oley.J 
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There is a large area of good agricultural land on 
Kelvin Grove now lying idle, which would be immedi­
ately taken up and cultivated il the <Joastal Railway 
was once established. 

It is really lamentable to see deserted, on nearly all 
the selections (which were once nice homes), houses, 
,outhouses, yards, fences, gardens, &c., now in ruins, 
-either burnt or blown down. 

There was to have been a sugar-mill on KeJvin 
Grove some years ago, hence the expenditure and loss. 

If there is sufficient agricultural land on Kelvin 
Grove to maintain a sugar-mill, that in itself is 
enough to warrant the building of a railway, 
because it will create a good deal of trade for the 
railway to carry the sugar to the nearest port. I 
know that in Townsville we reap a great amount 
of benefit from the sugar that is carried over 
the Ayr Tramway, and that tramway, which is 
about 48 miles in length, has paid a very 
handsome profit since the sugar has been carried 
over it ; and if that is true of Townsville, there 
is no reason why it should not be true of this 
section between Plane Creek and St. Lawrence. 
The construction of the railway, we find from 
Mr. Cooke's report, will be very light. The 
earthworks are not so heavy as has been made 
out by the han. member for Carnarvon in speak­
ing against the construction of this rail way. 
The bon. member tried to make out that there 
were huge mountainous ranges to go over and 
very big rivers to cross along this coastal rail way, 
and that more inform,.tion should be supplied 
before the Honse passed the railway. Mr. 
Cooke, in his report, says-

As far as the earthworks are concerned, the work 
will be light, viz., 1ive rock cuttings, averaging, say, 
12 chains long and 12 feet deep, on top at the following 
mileqges-viz., at the commencement, 21 miles 50 
chains, 39 miles 60 chains, 41 miles 40 chains, 77 miles 
·60 chains, and 79 miles 20 chaiils. 

He also makes reference to the fact that there is 
sufficient timber in the neighbourhood for the 
bridgework, and says-

The bridges will be a heavy item-viz., eighty-seven 
different watercourses to cross, which will require 
7,070 feet of bridging, details o! which are shown on 
separate sheets. 

Bridge timber, girders, and headstocks in any quantity 
of either blue gum, blood wood, or Th1oreton Bay ash. 
The latter timber is very good in this district, when the 
diameter of the tree is 18 inches and over and the log 
sapped. Piles ofnarrow-leafironbark can be got here 
and there along the route~ but principally on the ranges, 
but good aticks are not plentiful, but still they are to 
be found in the district. 

That is quite different to the report which Mr. 
Amos made in connection with the Western 
extension, in which he said-

'/'i,nbe,..-rrhere is a little gum timber in thrx creek~ 
from lloulia onward, which may be u::;eful for certain 
railway purposes; but, in preparing au estimate of 
cost of the line, I think it can safely be assumed that, 
except for fencing and firewood, no timber exists 
between Hungerford and Camooweal, and that supplies 
will have to be obtained from districts nearer the coast. 

Then later on, m reference to the same matter, 
Mr. Amos eaid-

Gosl of the Line.-In estimating what it will cost to 
build the railway, there are so many things to be taken 
into consideration with which I am not very familiar 
just now-such, for instance, as to the cost of procuring 
and delivering on the ground sleepers and bridge timber 
-that I think a more reliable estimate may be pre­
pared by officers of the department who a-re convjjrsant 
with present supplies and prices. 

I mention this to show that along the 
route from Rockhampton northwards there 
is any amount of timber to be obtained for 
bridgework. There will be no trouble either 
in obtaining sufficient ballast, which was not 
the case in the Western extension. That 
shows that the cost of construction will 

[Mr. Foley. 

not be so great on the coast as in the case 
of the \Vestern extension. A portion of the 
scheme is the construction of the line from 
Townsville to Cairns. That portion from 
Townsville to Ingham passes through good land, 
and it will be the means of settling a large 
population along that route. There is also some 
good land between Townsville and Ayr, and 
also between Mackay and Pr< serpine, and it will 
be the means of settling a l«t of people there. 
]!,or these reasons I cannot possibly support the 
amendment. I think that sufficient information 
has been supplied in this case to warrant the 
Government going on with the work. 

Mr. HARDAURE: I am going to be brief. 
I am going to support the amendment. One 
reason I have for that is that there is a rival 
route to this North Coast Railway, namely­
that from Blair Athol to Charters Towers, and 
we should get more inforn:ation about the pro­
posal before we actur,l!y go on with the construc­
tion of this line. ]'or that and other reasons I 
support the amendment. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES : So far as my know­
ledge goes we are witnessing a great dh'ersity of 
opinion on the part of members opposite which 
we have never witnessed before. 

Mr. FERRICKS : It shows that we are treating 
it as a non-party question. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES : I congratulate the 
members of the Opposition on the position--

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! That is 
not the question before the Home. I ask the 
hon. member to keep to the question, which is 
the second reading of this Bill. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: One pleasing aspect 
about this Bill is that it has met with the almost 
universal approval of members of this Honse. 
(Hear, hear!) And e1·en those who have 
approached the matter from other issues agree 
that these two railway questions are the two 
greatest that have ever been placed before the 
Honse. I would have preferred even a more 
complete measure than we have got here. Great 
as it is it might have been greater, and it might 
have included a greater number of people, as it 
should have done. It does not meet the needs 
of the people in the sonth-e:1stern portion of the 
Dar ling Downs. I hope the Honse will take the 
earliest opportunity of including in its railway 
policy the construction of the via recta. (Hear, 
hear!) 

Mr. PAYNE : I rice for the purpose of sup­
porting the amendment. I cannot speak of this 
route from personal knowledge, but to be con­
sistent I must oppose it until we have the plans 
and specifications and book of reference, as we 
asked for in the case cf the \Vest•rn railway. I 
have it on reliable authority that this line will 
run through some of the most useless land in the 
State. If it is necessary to have this informa­
tion in the case of the Western line, it is neces­
sary to have it in the case of a line that will 
support nothing, and that goes through land that 
is useless for agriculture or grazing or anything 
else. For these reasons I will support the amend­
ment moved by the bon. member for Croydon. 

Mr. CRAWFORD (Fitzroy): I intend to sup­
port the Bill because I believe that the propo:ml 
is a goud one. I am anxious that this line shall 
be constructed, so that it will help to prolong the 
life of Mount Morgan. I know that in Mackay 
there exists great mineral resources, and it will 
mean that these ores will be brought to Mount 
JVIorgan and converted into gold and copper and 
other articles of commerce. For this reason I 
shall support the Bill and vote against the 
amendment. 

Mr. MAY : I intend to support the amend­
ment. I think Wf should wait until the plans 
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are tabled, and there should be some slight delay 
in this propoaal as well as the Western scheme. 
I ~hink we should get more information about 
the monorail before we go in for such a 
grandiloquent scheme as this. The monorail has 
been tried in Germany and England on a small 
scale, and the British Government intenr'l to 
give it a further trial in India to see whether 
it will act in a practical manner or not. 
When the use of the monorail system has become 
an accomplished fact, no doubt we. can build rail­
ways for about one-fourth the present cost of 

construction. I believe it ia a good 
[1.30 p.m.] thing to build this line, but there 

are other districts which are as 
much entitled to railway construction as any of 
these coastal districts. During the last day and 
a-half all wrts of demands have been made for 
promises of railway connections between the 
Northern and Central railway systems. No 
connection has yet been made between those 
two systems. Promises have been made that 
surveyors will be sent out, but I do not 
believe they are on the ground yet. I there­
fore hold that we should delay the passing 
of this measme until we have some assurance 
that some connertion will be m'l.de between the 
Northern and Central Railways. I have advo­
cated such a connection between Hughenden and 
Barcaldine, and that is quite as nece,sary as a 
connection between Mackay and Rockhampton. 
I wish to emphasise the fact that we in my pan 
of the country have been most unmercifully 
neglected in the matter of railway construction. 
I have had a large amount of corre,pondence 
from that part of the country a'king for the con­
nection to which I have alluded. Yet it is 
thrust to one sic!e, and we are asked to push on 
with this North Coast extension. I do not think 
that a fair thing. \Ve have heard the advocates 
of this line urge its ct•nstruction for strategical 
reasons; but, if the conn,ction I suggest were 
made, and the line was extended frum Cion­
curry, whether it gues by Sulieman's Creek or 
Rochedale, or whether it goes by Mount Cuth­
bert away to Burketown, we would have an open 
line of communication with the North. There 
is not one word said about the line I advocate, 
but these two grand schemes are submitted to 
us. They look very nice on paper, but that is 
no reason why the wishes of the settlers in the 
best part of Queensland should be ignored. I 
would like to see the passage of this Bill delayed, 
as I should like to see some of the plans, and to 
see whether there is any prospect of getting the 
monorail system introduced, as it would be so 
much cheaper than the present system. 

Question--That the words proposed to be 
omitted (Mr. Murphy's amendment) stand part 
.of the question-put; and the House divided:-

AYES, 41. 
Mr. Allan Mr. Hawthorn 

" 
Appel .. Hodge .. Barnes, G. P. .. Hunter, D . .. Barnes, W. H. " Kidston 

" Booker .. Lenn0n 

" 
Bouchard 

" 
~iackintosh 

" Brennan " lYlanghau 

" Breslin 
" 

liT organ 

" 
Bl'idges 

" 
Mulcahy 

" 
Corser 

" 
Pa~et 

" Cotten ., Petrie .. Crawford 
" 

Philp 

" 
Cribb Roberts 

" 
Denha1n 

" Ryan 
Ferricks Somerset 

" l'oley " Stodart 
Forrest 

" 
Swayne .. Forsyth .. Thorn 

Fox Tolmie 

" 
Grant .. White 
Grayson 

Telln·s: }11·. Forsyth. 1Ir. Ryan. 

NOES, 18. 
Mr. Allen 
,, Collins 

Coyne 
, Gunn 

Hamilton 
Hardacre 

, Hunter, .J. M. 
, Land 

Mann 
1'ellers : Mr. Land and Mr. 

PAIR. 

}ir. Mav 
, :3-Iullan 
, Murphy 

McLachlan 
Nevitt 
O'Sullivan 

, Payne 
, Ryland 
" 'Vinstanley 

O'Sullivan. 

Aye-Mr. Wienholt. No-JITr. Lesina. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

Question-That the Bill be now read a second 
time-put ; and the House divided :-

A nos, 44. 
Mr. Allan ~ir. Hawthorn 

, Appel " Hodge 
, Barnes, G. P. , Hunter, D. 
, Barnes, l:'f. H. Kids ton 
1 , Booker Lennon 

Bouchard ~rackintosh 
Brennan , Maughan 
Breslin , , :Morgan 

, .Bridges ,, Mulcahy 
, Corser ., Nevitt 

('ottell , Paget 
Crawford Petrie 
Cribb Philp 
Denham Roberts 

, , Ferricks , , Ryan 
, Foley , Ryland 
, , Forrest Somerset 
, , Forsyth Stodart 

:Pox , , Swayne 
,, Grant Thorn 
, C:fraysou Tolmie 
., Gunn White 
Tellers : }ir. Bouchard and Mr. Breslin. 

Mr. Allen 
, Collins 
, Coyne 

Hamilton 
Hardacre 

:1\'"0ES, 15. 

., Hunter, J. JII. 
Land 

, Mann 

Mr. May 
Mullan 

, Murphy 
McLachlan 

, O'Sullivan 
,, Payne 
, vt'Instanley 

Telle1-s: Mr. Payne and Mr. VVinstanley. 

PAIR. 

Aye-Mr. Wienholt. No-l\Ir. Lesina. 
Resolved in the affirmative. 

The committal of the Bill was made an Order 
of the Day for the next sitting of tlje House. 

SPECIAL ADJOURNMENT. 

The PREMIER : I move that the House, at 
its rising, do adjourn until Thursday. 

Question put and pasRed. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

The PRRMIER : I move that the House do 
now adjourn. The first busine•e to-morrow, 
after the third reading of the Great \V estern 
Rail way Bill, will be the consideration of the 
North Coast Railway Bill in Committee, and 
then we might give some time to the considera­
tion of the Council's amendments in the Mines 
Regulation Bill. 

Question put and passed. 
The Home adjourned at twelve minutes to 2 

o'o'ock p.tn. 

H on. W. K idston~ 1 




