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Papers.

Fripay, 18 Noveuser, 1910.

The Drerury SPEAKER (W. D. Armstrong,
Hsq., Lockyer) took the chair at half-past
3 o’clock.

PAPERS.
Rarnway ExTENSION, WEsTERrN COUNTRY.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
{Hon. W. T. Paget, Mackay): I beg to lay
on the table Railway Surveyor Amos’s re-
ports on his examination of the Western
country with a view to railway extension.
I should like to say that the plans accom-
panying these reports will be distributed to
hon. members within a very few days. I
move that the papers be printed.

Question put and passed.

ExPENDITURE ON CROYDON (GGOLDFIELD.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. J.
G. Appel, Albert) laid on the table a return
showing the expenditure on the Croydon
field from the various votes for assistance
to mining during the financial years 1902-3
to 1909-10.

Ordered to be printed.

[18 NOVEMBER.]
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QUESTIONS.
ARREARS, GOWRIE REPURCHASED ESTATE.

Mr. LESINA (Clermont) asked the Secre-
tary for Public Lands—

1. Is it true that one selestor on the Gowrie Re-
purchased Estate owes arrears of reat to the .
department amounting to £8,331 11s, 5d., and dafing
from as far back as 15027

2. Has any attempt been made to recover this
sum ?

3. Has the Auditor-General drawn the attention
of the department to the fact that, as rent under
the Closer Nettlement Aets includes interest on that
portion of the purchasc money remaining unpaid,
action should be taken to recover the arrears?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. D. F. Denham, Oxley) replied—

1. Yes.

2. Yes.

3. No. There has hesn no ased. Exceptional
circumstancss and conditions account in each case
for the arrears. I am satisfied of eventual paymeat
of principal and interest, and, indeed, probably
before March, 1911; hut in no case can there acerue
loss in respect of these selections; therefore there
is no need to resort to evietion.

RABBIT BOARDS—STATISTICS.

Mr. J. M. HUNTER (Maranoa) asked the
Secretary for Public Lands—

1. The number and names of rabbit boards oper-
ating in the State?

2. The names of the clerks and salaries paid to
each respectively?

3. The amount of revenue raised by each, and
source of same, and assessment made by each?

4. The amount of Government endowment paid to
each board?

5. What control does the Government exercise in
the management, ete., of these hoards?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
replied—

All the information availshle is given in pages 22
to 25 and 52 of the annux! report of the Depart-
ment of Public Lands. The Government exercises
no control over the hosrds in their administration
of the Babbit Boards Act.

Mr. J. M. HuxteR: Isn’t it possible to get
more information than that?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS

I have no more information available.
Mr. J. M. HunteR: Try and get some.

SEED GRAIN TRUST ACCOUNT.

Mr. LESINA asked the Premier—

Is it the intention of the Justice Department to
take legal proceedings for the recovery of the items
£226, £177, £118, and £119, owing by certain well-
known persons ‘indebted to the seed grain trust
account for seed wheat, oats, and barley, supplied
on credit to farmers and selectors early in 19037

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Kidston, Reel-
hampton) replied— .

Instructions have been given to the Crown Solici-
tor, who is in communication with the partise.

WaGES, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE.
Mr. LESINA asked the Treasurer—

1. What wage per week are the night staif com-
pogitors (hand-setting) being paid at the Govern-
ment Printing Office?

2. What ig the rate of pay per hour for the night
staff?

3. How many of the night staff receive privileges
~—holidays and sick pay?
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4. Is there any distinction made between mem-
bers of the staff in these matters?

5. Is there any difference in the wages of the
day and the night *‘ casuals ’?

6. What is ths greatest length of service of a
“casunl ” on the night staff?

The TREASURER (Hon. A. G. C. Haw-
thorn, #noggera) replied—

1. £3 per week.

2, 1s. 3d. per hour.

3. Two on permanent staff.

4. Casuals do mnot receive annual leave cor sick
Eh S
P;’Z Day casuals, 1s. 3d. per hour; night, 10s. for
7% hours.

6. The night staff is oniy omployed during the
porliamentary session. : of the casuals was
ﬁrs’fsgtlllp]cyved on that staff in 1890, »nd two others
in .

=}

Case oF MR. J. Duxne.

Mr. LESINA asked the Home Secretary—

1. Has the Home Departmeat received a com-
plaint from Kr. J. Dunne, uatil recently an in-
mate of the Blind, Dcsf, and Dum’ Institution,
asking for an inguiry into the circumstaness sur-
rounding his suspensicn by the committee of that
body ?

2, Does he propose to grant the inguiry?

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. G.
Appel, Albert) replied—

1. Yes.

2. An inguiry has Leen held.

DEeTENTION OF INEBRIATE ASYLUM INMATE.
Mr. LESINA asked the Home Secretary—

Is it a fact that a recent inmate of Peel Island
Inebriate Asylum, who was ordered to be detained
in the institution for a period of three months, was
not released until 1st November, two days aiter he
should legally have been releassd?

The HOME SECRETARY replied—

No inmate was releazed ¢n 1st November, but if
the bon. member will supply full particulars, fur-
ther inguiry will be made,

LEAVE TO RAILWAY SURVEYORS' CHAINMEN.

Mr. BRESLIN (Port Curtis) asked the
Secretary for Railways—

(@) Is he aware that surveyors’ chainmen, em-
ployed by the Railway Department, have lately
been refused the customary leave and passes as
g}'an;ced to permanent staff after eight years’ ser-
vice?

(b) Have not such men heen previously granted
leave and passes under usual conditions?

(¢) Does he not consider that they should he still
allowed the privileges?

(d) Why have they been deprived of same?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. W. T. Paget, Mackay) replied—

(a) No.

(b) Yes.

(c) Yes.

(d) I am not aware they have been deprived.

RESUuMPTIONS, BOYNE Variey LINs.

Mr. BRESLIN asked the Secretary for
Railways—

(@) Under what system of valuation was compen-
sation offered for land resumed for railway pur-
poees along the route of the Boyne Valley line?

(b) Is it correct that whilst, in the same locality
at Bompa, one person was offered £29 5s. in total
settlement for 18} acres resumed, another person
received over £60 for about 23 acres?

(¢) Will he lay on the table of the House a
return showing the various areas resumed, the
emounts paid for each, and to whom paid?

[ASSEMBLY.]
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The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
replied—

() Valuations were arrived at upon information
obtained from the Lands Department, the loeal
authorities, and the resident engineer in charge
of the constructicn. The amount of compensation
in each case was settled on its own merits, having
due regard to justice and equity.

(b) Yes, but the circumstances were entirely dif-
ferent. In the latter case three properties were
affected, involving a resumption of nearly 27 acres,
and consequently a larger payment for severance.

(2) Tt ig not advisable to publish each land-
holder’s private business.

Caper CLERKS, PUBLIC SERVICE.
Mr. BRESLIN asked the Premier—

(@) The number of cadet clerks engaged in the
public service prior to the lagt public service exami-
nstion ?

(k) How many of these cadet clerks were com-
petitors at that examination?

() How many vacancivs were announced to be
£1led from the result of thai examination?

(d) How mway of the cadst clerks who were
competitors obtained positions in the regular ser-
vice 28 a result of that examination?

The PREMIER replied—

(@) Sixty-two (62).

() Thirty-four (34).

nty vocancies for males snd three for

@ in the ordinary division, and ten for males

and two for females in the professional division.
(d) One has bheen appointed, leaving six who

passed the examination to be appointed.

SUPPLY.
ResvxpTIoN OF COMMITTEE.
PRISONS.

Question stated—That the zum of £243819
be granted for ¢ Prisons”’—

The HOME SECRETARY: When the
Chairman left the chair lagt Friday night he
was about to give the Committee certain
information in connection with this vobe.
That information he would now supply.
There was an increase of £114 in the tof
vote. The clerk of prisons received an in-
crease of $£20, the junior clerk an increase of
£10, and the messenger an increase of £10.
Tn the Brisbane Prison the superintendent
recoived an increase of £20; there was a de-
crease of £10 in the vote for the chief war-
der on account of the appointment of Chief
Warder J. Murphy to that position, wvice R.
A. MeDonald, promoted; the matron re-
coived an increase of £10; there was a de-
orease of £10 in the item, Senior Warder, .
O’Sullivan having been appointed to that
position on the promotion of the previous
occupant of the office; there was an increase
of £5 to the senior female warder, and an
increase of £5 to a junior female warder;
and the amount for classification increases to
warders and Increases to probationers was
increased from £4 to £8. The vote for the
Mackay Prison showed a decrease of £120..
At Rockhampton there was a decrease in the
amount for the salary of the superintendent,
owing to the promotion of Jas. A. Mae-
donald, vice J. Hamilton, and provision was ~
made for an extra warder at £120. At St.
Helena there was an increase of £20 in the
salary of the superintendent, and an increase
of £10 in the salary of the clerk and store-
keeper; the salary of the assistant store-
keeper, £140, was now entered as a separate
item—previously it was paid from contin-
gencies. There was an increase to warders,
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owing to classification increases, of £80; a de-
crease of 2 in connection with classifica-
tion increases to warders. In Townsville
* there was a decrease in connection with
classification increases to warders of £10. At
Thursday Island there was an increase to the
superintendent of £810; classification increase
to a warder of £10; an additional amount
required for classification of £3. In connec-
tion with * Contingencies,” there was a de-
crease of £3; an increase of £100 for gratui-
ties to discharged prisoners; a decrease of
£100 in provisions, stores, and incidentals;
also a decrease of £150, the amount placed
on the Hstimates last year as a gratuity to
the widow of Mr. Hamilton, superintendent

at Rockhampton. The net increase was
£114.

Mr. BOUCHARD (Brisbane South) thought
the increase to the superintendent of the

South Brisbane Gaol was well deserved. The .

officer cccupying that position was discharg-
ing his duties efficiently, and was at the pre-
sent time receiving considerably less salary
than his predecessor received. With regard
to the warders, he was surprised to see that mo
provision was made for an increase in their
salaries. During the debate on the Financial
Statement, if he remembered aright, the
Premier stated that almost all the public
servants had received an increase in their
salaries during the past four or five years.
The position of those warders to-day was
worse than it was four or five years ago.
At the time of the retrenchment they had
certain allowances, which were reduced; and
they were now worse off than they were be-
fore that time. It was well known that the
cost of living had considerably increased,
and that rents had gone up considerably,
and he thought there was no reason why the
warders should not have their salaries in-
creased. The regulations in connection with
the gaol in his electorate compelled the
warders to reside within sound of the bell,
so that they had to reside in a locality where
rents had increased; and the warders of the
South Brisbahe Goal—and, he thought, those
in other parts of Queensland—had reason to
complain by reason of not having partici-
pated in the increase accorded to the public
service generally. He had interviewed the
Home Secretary on the matter on several
cceasions, and put before him the claims of
the warders. Those claims had received the
favourable recommendation of the Comp-
troller of Prisons; and he would like to ask
the Minister whether he proposed to put on
the Supplementary Estimates an additional
amount for the warders of the respective
prisons. Under the circumstances to which
he had referred, he thought the hon. gentle-
man would see the justice of providing some
increase, not only in salaries, but also in
allowances.

Mr. LENNON (Herbert) called attention to
the statement frequently made that all the
lower-paid officers had received substantial
increases this year; also to the fact that re-
ductions had been moved in votes as a pro-
test against large increages to high officials—
Under Secretaries and others—while those re-
ceiving small salarios did not receive adequate
consideration. He would take the Townsville
Penal Establishment and compare it with the
Brisbane Gaol. In both cases there were
eleven warders. In the Brisbane Gaol there
were eleven warders getting £140 a year—he
supposed they had been geiting that for a
number of years—and no increase was down
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for these men. Compare that with the
Townsville Penal Establishment, where there
were also eleven warders, three of whom got
£140, five £130, one £120, and two B160.
These men in the North were at a disad-
vantage, where living was higher than in
Brisbane, and were removed from some of
the advantages attached to a residence in
Brisbane, and yet they received a lower scale
of pay altogether than did the warders in
the Brishane Gaol. He observed alsé that
the matron of the Brisbane Gaol had a rise
from £90 to £100, whereas the matron of the
Townsville Penal Establishment got £6¢ a
year and no incresze at all. It only went to
show that if you happened to get a sufficiently
large salary under this Government you were
quite certain of getting a larger salery; but
if you happened to get a sufficiently low
salary vou were perfectly certain to get no
increase. That seemed to be the principle
which guided this Government in their rule-
of-thumb method of giving increases to the
public servants. Now, the life of the police-
man was not a happy one, so the song writer
told us, though he had no experience of his
own, and he thought the life of the warder
was not a happy one either, and taking into
avcount the fast that these men in Towns-
ville, with the exception of the first three,
were all receiving lower salaries than the
warders in Brisbane Gaol, he regarded it as
a_distinet injustice to the warders in Towns-
ville, where the cost of living was certainly
somewhat higher than in Brisbane, and the
climatic conditions were not so good. The
Government, even at this late stage, should
alter this injustice.

The Howr SuCRETARY: They are juniors in
Townsville.

Mr. LENNON: That was just the same
way they were pinching acting sergeants.
The Home SecreETArY: Oh, what nonsense!

Mr. LENNON:
about it.

The Hoxmr SECEETARY: It is nonsense, and
you know it.

Mr. LENNON: The hon. gentleman might
think so, but the public did not think so.

The HoME SECRETARY: It is nonsense. You
are talking to the gallery.

Mr. LENNON: He was speaking in the
way he always did, and not to the gallery.
The gallery had no attractions for him, as
it had to the Home Secretary, nor did he
cast his eyes there so frequently as the hon
gentleman did. (Laughter.)

The HomE SECRETARY: You are on the
wrong side. (Laughter.)

Mr. LENNON: He did not want to take
up too much time in the matter, but he
wanted to testify to the fact that the men
were not receiving the same treatment in
Townsville as they were in Brisbane. The
Home Secretary retorted that they were the
juniors. Fancy keeping the bulk of the men
as juniors! Out of eleven men in the Towns-
ville Gaol there were only three who received
the princely salary of £140 a year, and they
tapered down to £100 a year. As it was in
his district he was obliged to call atbtention
to it, whether the Home Secretary cared for
it or not—mnor did he cave for the gallery
either. This was not a fair thing. It weut
on year after year and nothing was done,
and yet this Government, through its most
boastful member; the Home Secretary, said

Mr. Lennon.]

There was no nonsense
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‘they were doing more for the lower-paid
officers of the service generally than any
previous Government.

The HoME SECRETARY: Quite correct.

Mr. LENNON: They were doing more for
‘the higher-pald men than any previous Go-
vernment ever did, because those men were
_getting rises of £100 at a time when men who
lived on a low salary in a place where living
was higher than it was in Brisbane got no
rise at all.

Mr. KEOGH (Rosewood): e saw that the
matron at Thursday Island only received £10
a year, and he asked if that was a sufficient
remuneration for anyone who performed the
duties of that position?

The 1loME SECRETARY: Yes; she is the wife
of the superintendent. Iler dutics are prac-
tically nominal.

Mr. KEOGIH thought the remuneration
was inadequate, and suggested that the Flome
Secretary should increase the amount.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Order! I
‘hope the hon. member will address the Chair,
and not the few select members around him.
(Laughter.)

Mr. KEOGH thought it was a disgrace to
offer £10 to anyone in that position. He
thought the whole of the vote ought to have
been increased.

Mr. COYNE (Warrego) would ask the
Home Secretary, when replying to questions
in connection with this vote, to _explain
whether all the warders in the Brisbane
Prison were of a superior class, comparing
‘their salaries with those paid at Townsville
and also with St. Helena.

The HoOME SECRETARY: They are senior.

Mr. COYNE: He supposed they were all
‘senior warders in Brisbane. He understood
the long-sentence prisoners were confined in
St. Helena, and it certainly required more
.experienced warders to control the long-sen-
tence prisoners than prisoners who were
only in for a week or two at Brisbane.
Another thing, could not the juniors be
‘taught their duties at the Brisbane establish-
ment, as well as at St. Helena or at Towns-
wille? On the face of it, it appeared as if
they could not be taught at Brisbane, other-
wise there would be some juniors there. It

might be that all the men in the

[4 p.m.] Brisbane Prison were married

men, and they would have to be
separated from their families if they were
at St. Helena; but that did not apply to
‘Townsville and Rockhampton. During the
time he had been a member of the Assembly
he had endeavoured to make out a case for
the release of a prisoner named Kenniff, who
‘had been incarcerated in St. Helena for the
last eight years. He had introduced deputa-
tions to the present Home Secretary and to
‘his predecessors in office, and he had pre-
sented a petition to the predecessor of the
‘present Home Secretary, which, although
only got up a few weeks before it was pre-
sented, bore thousands of signtaures coming
from all parts of Queensland. The matter
was considered by the Cabinet, and they
decided to take no action. Subsequent to
that the present Home Secretary received a
deputation of members on both sides of the
Chamber requesting the release of Kenniff,
who the members of the deputation were
satisfied was innocent of the crime with which
he had been charged; but who, even if he
had been an accessory after the fact, had
been sufficiently punished for his crime. The

[Mr. Lennon.
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deputation was probably the largest deputa-
tion of members of Parliament that had ever
interviewed any Minister in this State. The
Home Secretary told them that he would
refer the matter to the judge who tried the
case. The moment the hon. gentleman said
that, he (Mr. Coyne) said to some of the
other members of the deputation that that
ended the matter, because there was very
little chance that the judge, on whose sum-
ming up, to a great extent, one of the
brothers was hanged, would go back on his
summing up. There were numbers of cases
in which deputations and petitions had
secured the release of prisoners without the
matter being first submitted to the judges
who tried those prisoners. The fact that
those were only cases of minor offences had
really nothing to do with it. There were
two men convicted recently of robbery at the
Zillmere jam factory, and one of the men,
who got a very severe lecture from the police
magistrate for his misconduct, was released
without that police magistrate being asked
whether he should be released or not. Then
they did not forget that some time ago one
of the foulest murders that was ever perpe-
trated in Queensland was committed just
outside Brisbane. The hon. member for
Nundah would remember the case, because he
was one of the first to see the remains of the
little boy who was so cruelly murdered on
that occasion. Although the murder was not
sheeted home to the man who was accused of
it, simply because of some technical mistake
having been made by the police, the man
was released, though sentenced to life or a
long term of imprisonment, and he felt
positive that his case was never submitted to
the judge who tried him. Why single out this
man Kenniff? He felt certain that 99 per
cent. of the people of Queensland believed
in their heart of hearts that he was innocent
of the capital crime of which he was convicted.
Next year the coronation of the King would
take place. He would not ask that justice
should be done, because that might be con-
sidered a reflection on the Cabinet that they
had not meted out justice in the ‘case before}
but he would ask them at least to extend
mercy—if there was any remnant of it left in
them—and release this man Kenniff next
yvear. He would ask the Home Secretary to
make a note of his request, as he might not
have another opportunity of speaking about
the matter before the coronation.

Mr. MANN (Cuirns) said that he was not
going to make a complaint against the Go-
vernment for keeping people in prison too
long. He believed there was a great deal
in what had been said about Kenniff by the
hon. member for Warrego. There was a
doubt in most people’s minds whether James
Kenniff had been guilty of murder or not.
After all, he was convicted on the evidence
of a blackfellow, and there were grave doubts
as to who really committed the crime. But,
if the Government had kept James Kenniff in
prison too long, they had not always been so
severe in other cases. For example, they had
a doctor in Brisbane who was convicted of
abortion.

Mr. Coyxe: A murderer.

Mr. MANN: Well, he was a murderer in
a sense. Fle was let out before he had served
his sentence. They had a case not long ago
where one man was kept in prison and one
man was let out simply because some justices
of the peace and two or three ministers who
appeared to be running this Government
signed a petition for his release. He would
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not have minded his being let out if there
was any more reason that he should be re-
leased than the other, but it was apparent
from the evidence that it was not a first
offence. e would like to ask if the police
magistrate who tried the case had been con-
sulted in that instance? In regard to the
abortionist of whom he spoke, they could see
from his advertisements in some of the papers
that he was carrying on the same game
again, and yet this God-fearing Ministry let
loose a scoundrel like that to prey upon the
people of Queensland. They ought to hide
their heads in shame when a man like that
was released before his time was up, unless
there were good and sufficient reasons given
for his release. In the case of Kenniff there
was & doubt as to whether he committed
murder, but there was no doubt at all about
the other case, and yet the Government let
the one out and kept the other in prison. He
would like to ask the Home Sccretary what
was the reason of the reduction in the salary
of the superintendent at Rockhampton? Last
year the salary was £300 and this year he was
only down for £280.

The IToME SECRETARY: The old superinten-
dent, who was the senior officer, died, and
the present superintendent will get an in-
crease in salary, but he will not get the same
amount that Mr. Hamilton got, as he has
not served the same period.

Mr. MANN: Was it for the same reason
that the salars of the chief warder at Bris-
bane had been reduced £10?

The HouME SsCRETARY : That is so.

Mr. FORSYTH (Moreton): The question of
the prison buildings at St. Helena had crop?
ped up in the report of the Comptroller of
Prisons. The present buildings were very old,
and the expense of keeping them in proper
repair would become greater and greater each
year, and the Government should take into
consideration the question of putting up new
buildings altogether. He did not know
whether it would benefit the prisoners; but,
as far as classification was concerned, it would
certainly be a preat advantage. In his report,
on page 5, in connection with classification,
the Comptroller said—

The classification of prisomers has been carried
out as far &s practicable. Although very much
is done in this direction, -there are a few of our
prisons which, by construction, will not admit of
it bheing carried out as strictly as I would like,
but I trust that before many years have passed
+this will be remedied.

He would like to ask the Home Secretary
what the Government purposed doing in con-
nection with the erection of new buildings at
St. Helena?

Mr. LeENNON: The cells are no bigger than
dog kennels.

Mr. FORSYTH: In any case he thought it
was necessary to have new buildings as soon
as possible. The Comptroller, in his report,
on page 6, also referred to the position of the
warders. The salaries those men received
were not paticularly high for that class of
work, and the men in that position were en-
titled to some consideration. There was a
recommendation in the report which he
thought was a particularly good one. The
Comptroller said—

‘When a warder reaches the highest class in his
rank, which is attained after ten years’ service,
provided his conduct has been good and he has
given satisfaction in the performance of his
duties, he has not much te look forward to, as
opportunities for promotion to the higher grades
are very few and far between. To somewhat
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ameliorate this, I would like to see some provision
made whereby warders who have satisfactorily
completed, say, fifteen years’ service, and who are
not cccupying quarters free of charge, be granted
a rent allowance.

That was a particularly good suggestion, and
he hoped it would be taken up by the Home
Secretary. Those men deserved very great
consideration, and he certainly thought that a
man after being engaged in that class of work
for fifteen years was entitled to some considera-
tion in the way of an allowance for rent or
an annuity. That was a very fair thing to
do. As a matter of fact, that system was
becoming very prevalent, not only in connec-
tion with the Government, but also in connec-
tion with private firms The policy now ap-
peared to be, in the commercial service, that
after a man has served a certain time, if he
was @ good man, he would receive something
more than the actual remuneration he re-
ceived for his services. The chief warder at
St. Helena, who was on the top, only re-
ceived £240 a year, and the senior warder got
£156 a vear. After all, that was not a very
high salary, and those men deserved some
consideration. The salaries of the warders
ranged from £140 a year down to £100. That
was not a very high salary either for a man.
Of course, the juniors could not expect to_get
a very big salary, but they should be given
increases each year until they obtained the
maximum, and he certainly thought the
maximum should be a good deal more than
£140 a year. He did nof see why they should
not get £200 a year, and now that the
country was prospercus he hoped the Home
Secretary would try and do something in con-
nection with the suggestion made, and also
have the salaries increased

Mr. - CoyNE: We cannot do it here.

Mr. FORSYTH: They could get the
opinion of the Committee, and an amount
could be put on the Supplementary Estimates.
That had been done two or three years ago
in  connection with the parliamentary
librarian.

The HOME SECRETARY : In reference to
that matter, which was first brought before
the Committee by the junior member for
Brisbane South, he desired to inform the
Committee that that hon. member, some six
weeks or two months ago, brought the matter
before him, and in view of the information
he had given, he (Mr. Appel) proposed to
have the matter fully reported on with regard
to getting the opinion of the permanent
heads of the Prisons Department upon the
subject-matter of increases to warders after
they had served a certain number of years.
Following out the promise, he had just re-
ceived a report which he proposed to submit
to the Cabinet, and he thought the Com-
mittee—in view of the fact that the Govern-
ment had always endeavoured to do what was
right and just in connection with the public
servants—might rest assured that justice would
be done to the present employees of the pri-
sons.

Oprosition MemBERS: Hear, hear!

The HOME SECRETARY : The representa-
tions which had been made by the Comp-
troller of Prisons to himself would receive
the approbation of the whole prison service.
He had not the least doubt of that, as it
embodied what they considered was a fair
thing as presented to him by the junior mem-
ber for South Brisbane.

Mr. Forey: One of your own side?

Hon. J.G. Appel.]
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The HOME SECRETARY: Yes. (Opposi-
tion laughter.) In view ofthe action which
had been taken by hon. members opposite,
he had no doubt they would like to claim the
hon. member for Brisbane South as one of
their side, but to that hon. member was due
the recommendation which he proposed to
put before his colleagues in the Cabinet. It
was due to the action of the junior member
for South Brisbane in bringing before him
what he considered was due and what was
just to the prison service.

Mr. Murpuy: Has it not been dome by
others as well?

Mr. LENNON (to the Home Secretary): Is
that the proper imethod of going about it?
Is that the method you recommend for mem-
bers to follow—to see you about it?

The HOME SECRETARY: When hon.
members brought matters under notice, and
such matters had justice on their side, he
could assure them that they would be in-
quired into, and if possible given effect to.
He had always endeavoured to carry out
that principle, and hon. members would give
him the credit of always having done so.
(Hear, hear!)

Mr. MurprHY: But why should one man be
singled out like that?

The HOME SECRETARY: The depuly
leader of the Opposition referred to the
salaries. The salaries were fixed on a classi-
fication basis. When an officer entered the
prison service he received a certain salary,
and after a number of years he received a
classification increase, and so on and so on.

Mr. LeNNON: Does that account for there
being eleven senior warders in Brisbane and
only three in Townsville? :

The HOME SECRETARY: Brisbane was
considered to be the plum in the whole ser-
vice. As a man reached seniority he was
transferred to Brisbane, as it was considered
that Brisbane was the most desirable place
to be stationed in. Townsville at the present
time had a large number of junior warders.

Mr. LENNON: Juniors in age or service?

The HOME SECRETARY: Both age and
service.

Mr. LenNoN: I believe none of them are
under thirty years.

The HOME SECRETARY: That was the
method adopted in connection with salaries
paid to the prison warders. The hon. member
for Warrego referred to the case of a prisoner
at St. Helena, and he questioned whether an
opinion was taken from judges in all cases.
For the information of the Committee, he
could say that it was a rule that was abso-
lutely never departed from. When a person
was tried by a judge of the Supreme Court,
that judge’s opinion was always taken when
a petition was received upon a question of
any remission of sentence to that prisoner.

Mr. CovNE: Was that done in the cases of
Dr. Forbes and Wilson?

The HOME SECRETARY : The justiciary
claimed that they had that right, and that
right had been accorded them. So far asg the
case of the abortionist was concerned, he
knew absolutely nothing about the case, as
it did not happen during the time he had
been the administrator at the Home Depart-
ment.

Mr. Coy~NEe: Then it is simply an innova-
tion?

[Hon.J. @. Appel.
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The HOME SECRETARY : It was claimed
about three years azo that owing to the
omission in one case, which was not the case
in question—owing to the judge not having
been consulted—the Chief Justice, on behalif
of the bench, brought the matter kefore the
Cabinet that the justices claimed it as their
right, and that right had always been ac-
corded to them.

Mr. MurpHY: Why should it Le?

The HOMY SECRETARY: They claimed
it, and the right was accorded them, and he
was not prepared to depart from it. Refer-
ring once more to the prisoner Kenniff, he
informed the deputation which waited upon
him that he pronosed to refer the matter to
the judge who tried the case, provided he
was willing to express an cpinion upon 1.
The judge agreed to express an opinion on it,
and his opinion was to the effect that he
declined to recommend any remission or
release of the prisoner in question. In view
of the importance of the case, he could not
see his way to go outside that opinion. Now,
so far as the cases tried by District Court
judges and police magistrates were concerned,
that rule was not followed to the same extent
as it was in the case of the Supreme Court
judges, but during the time he had been ad-
ministering the Home Department, so far as
it was possible, he had got an expression of
opinion from the District Court judges upon
petitions of prisoners asking for remission ot
termination of their sentences.

Mr. Coyne: Don’t forget that the judge in
the case I refer to is not now a judge of the
Supreme Court of Queensland but of the
High Court.

The HOME SECRETARY: That was why
he asked him if he was willing to express an
opinion upon it, and it was a matter of cour-
tesy on his part that he was prepared to go
through the papers and express an opinion
on it.

Mr. CovxE:
desire.

The HOME SECRETARY : So far as that
case was concerned, every consideration would
be given to the prisoner, and, according to
his conduct and his industry no differentia-
tion would be made so far as he was con-
cerned. He would be treated in entirely the
same way as any other prisoner. The hon.
member for Rosewood referred to the
matrons. He was sure that members of the
Committee were always willing to do some-
thing for the fair sex. (Laughter.) The
matrons who received only £10 were the
wives of the lockup-keepers, and, in many
instances, they did not have more than one
or two cases in the twelve months. They re-
ceived a sufficient amount for their services,
as in many instances they received at the rate
of £1, £2, or £3 sometimes for each inmate.

Mr. LEnNoN: What about the matron in
Brisbane at £100 and the matron in Towns-
ville at £60?

The HOME SECRETARY: In Brisbane
the female gaol was an institution in itself,
but in Townsville it was only a ward of the
gaol there. In connection with the buildings
at St. Helena, to which attention had been
drawn in the report of the Comptroller, it
was proposed to get the Works Department

It was a matter of earnest

“to draw up a plan and estimate of the prob-

able cost of a new gaol there. That would
be done during the present financial year,
and probably on the next Estimates hon.
members would be asked to vote the neces:
sary appropriation for the erection of a gaol
there which would be up to date. At the
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same time, members who visited the gaol,
despite the fact that it was liable to fire,
would admit—as visitors from all parts of the
world admitted—that in every way every at-
tempt had Leen made to* make it as com-
fortable and perfect as a gaol should be made.
With the officers in charge there, it was more
a reformatory than a penitentiary. He was

pleased to say that many men
[4.30 p.m.] who had passed through that gaol

had learned a trade, and when
they were released they entered into and car-
ried on the trade or business they had learned
there, and were now reputable members of
soctety.

Mr. LIESINA: One of the most gratifying
features of the report of the Comptrolier-
General of Prisons was to be found in the
table at the very beginning. In view of the
fact that a great deal had been heard during
the past few years about the moral degrada-
tion of the people of this State, owing to the
lack of religious instruction in State schools,
it was gratifying to learn from the cold-
blooded ~ automatic statistician that our
criminal population was rapidly decreasing,
and that from every point of view the people
of Queensland were an increasingly moral
people. According to the report, on the last
day of 1904 out of every 925 of the general
population one was in gaol, while on the last
day of 1909 only one in every 1,121 was in gaol.
That was about as adequate a reply as they
could offer to the jeremiades of the Bible in
State schools people and the Council of
Public Morals, who made reckless charges
against the morals of the people of this State.
If the people were degenerate or had become
demoralised through the lack of religious in-
struction, there would ke a largper number of
persons in gaol than was shown by those
statistics. St. Helena was an excellently con-
ducted institution, and, apart from the fact
that it had some architectural disabilities,
which the Home Secretary told them would
be corrected in the course of time, it was one
of the best-conducted institutions of its kind
in the world. With regard to the cost of
maintaining prisoners, the Comptroller said—

Taking into consiieration the total expenditure for
supervision, maintenance. and all requirements. the
gross cost of prisoners per head was £48 115.3d. If the
£10,895 13s. for mnavufictures. ste, be taken into ac-
count, the cost per head is reduced to £26 7s. 8d.

The fact that the cost of maintenance was
being reduced, and the fact that young men
were being trained in habits of industry, so
that later on when they becaime free men they
might maintain themselves, were splendid
achievements. The work done by Captain
Pennefather stood to his credit, and he (Mr.
Lesina) ventured to say that, taking it as a
whole, the St. Helena Prison stood pre-
eminently above all other prisons in Australia
for humanitarian and economical administra-
tion. Therefore, he was inclined to join him-
self with those members who advocated higher
rates of remuneration for those employed in
the institution, and he hoped the suggestions
made in that connection would receive con-
sideration when the Government were fram-
ing the Supplementary Hstimates. The
Comptroller said—

Bpeeial attention nas been given to the training of
yvouthful offenders. and those of first convietion, in
trades which mav bhe helpful fo them in obtaining an
honest and profitahle livirg when released from prison,
and I believe that manv have been benefited thereby.

That was a good thing. As a matter of fact,
those youthful offenders should be treated as
wards of the State, maintained in an indus-
trial prison, and he thought they should be
paid certain wages, as they were in prisons
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in other places, a certain proportion of which
should be applied to their own keep and a
certain proportion to the maintenance of
their families, if they had families. He was
glad to notice from Table Xi. of the report,
which gave a return of the offences com-
mitted within the prison and the punishments
awarded, that there had been no dark cell or
corporal punishments. Punishments of that
nature were relics of barbarism. A few years
back he used to find a number of cazes in
which prisoners were committed to dark cells
or suffered corporal punishment. He was
glad to see that this prison had been so con-
ducted recently that the authorities were able
to dispense entirely with corporal punishment.
He should also like to see capital punishment
abolished. With regard to the case of James
Kenniff, which the hon. member for Warrego
had advocated for years, he was pleased to
hear the Home Secretary say that it would
be taken into consideration. From the first
he (Mr. Lesina) had had his doubts, as many
persons had their doubts, with respect to the
participation by James Kenniff in the murder
of Constable Doyle, for which his brother was
hanged. He had always held the view that
if Patrick Kenniff was guilty James Kenniff
was guilty, and that both should have been
hanged, or both should have been reprieved.
However, he hoped that the Cabinet would
give the case their favourable comsideration.
The Home Secretary had pointed out that
visitors to St. Helena had spoken very highly
of the institution as compared with other
establishments they had seen. The Comptrol-
ler referred to that fact in his report, an

stated that Mr. Ambrose Pratt, the well-
known author and journalist, had visited St.
Helena, and expressed the opinion that it is
a reformatory prison of which any country
might be proud.”” There was also this in the
report in connection with “ Hygiene'—

The Rev. William Asher, of the Chapman-Alex-
ander Mission, who is intimately acquainted with
the various prison systems of the United “tates of
America, stated, in a letter to me respecting his
visit to St. Helena, on the 8th July last—

My visit to St. Helena was a delightful sur-
prise, I never found a better condition of affairs
anywhere. I found the cellrooms ahsolutely clean
and well ventilated. It is true that the cells are
rather small, but when one remembers that they
are used almost only for sleeping purposes it
works no hardship on the prisoner. Going through
the workshops, I found they were mneat, tidy, and
clean. The ceilings are a good height, allowing
plenty of good fresh air to circulate through the
rooms. I know of no prison where there is a
better sanitary arrangement.”

Further on the Comptroller-General of Prisons
pointed out that since the inauguration of the
system of separate treatment of female pri-
soners there had been a gratifying decrease
in the number of female prisoners received.
Tf that system was generally adopted, there
would be no inducement for females of thab
type to welcome a conviction. Where the
separate system of treatment was not adopted
they welcomed an occasional conviction, be-
cause goine to gaol was like returning home,
where they could swap opinions with their
friends. (enerally, he thought the prison
system in Queensland was one of which they
might very well be proud; and Captain
Pennefather deserved great credit for its ad-
ministration.

Mr. WINSTANLEY : In the report of the
Comptroller-General of Prisons there was a
number of statements well worthy of con-
sideration. This was one—

Tt is necessary for me to press home the solemn
tact that we are all potential criminals, but saved
by our heredity, education, ‘and environment.

Mr. Winstanley.]
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Change any of these faotors, and we are at once
on the edge of a precipice. We need not, there-
fore, be proud of our virtues, but thankful that we
are permitted to have them.

The consideration of that statement should
lead them to temper justice with mercy. In
a great many instances the persons sent to
gaol were ‘‘more sinned against than sin-
ning,” and had been transgressed against be-
fore committing the offence which led to their
imprisonment. There was also this state-
ment—

When a criminal is caught he should not be
treated like a hunted animal, but like a diseased
organism, or even as a psychological problem.

The treatment of prisoners in the past had
been in the wrong direction; but steps were
now being taken to go on different lines and
get at the causes which brought people to
prison. One thing that produced reformative
offects as well as a decrcase in the number
of criminals was the fact that they were put
in places like St. Helena, which could hardly
be characterised as a prison, compared with
penal establishments of past times. One of
the reasons why men found themselves in
prison was the fact that they had not been
profitably employed when at large; and one
of the things to bring about their reformation
was to have them usefully and profitably em-
ployed. He also thought that something more
might be done—they might be given a better
opportunity than was sometimes given to
them when they regained their liberty. The
establishment at St. Helena was profitably
worked, but he was sorry to say that was not
true of some of the other gaols. The average
number of prisoners in that establishment
was 248, and the value of their productions
was £11,554 19s. At Stewart’s Creek, where
there were 100 prisoners, the value of the
work was only £1,878.

The HoME SECRETARY: They have not the
same opportunities.

Mr. WINSTANLEY: The Comptroller
pointed out the fact that there were not the
same facilitics or opportunities at Stewart’s
Creek, but he said that sufficient work was
found to keep them constantly employed.
There was a difference, however, in different
kinds of work; and he thought they should
be profitably employed as far as possible. The
value of the manufactures was put down as
£475, and the value of the ordinary service
of the prison at £1,402. It seemed strange
that such a number of men should put in
their time chopping wood and emptying slops
and performing other services in conmection
with the prison. He believed they did not
even bake their own bread. Something should
be done in the direction of having them pro-
fitably employed, not onlx from an economic
standpoint but also from a reformative stand-
point. He also noticed that reference was
made in_the report to indeterminate sen-
tences. It had been pointed out that, while
1t had not been acted on to any great extent,
there was reason to believe that it was nob
so much a question of the time a man put in
as the recovery he made towards being a
healthy human being which should determine
the length of time that he stopped there. In
his opinion, it would be infinitely better in a
large number of instances if these men were
sent to these establishments, not for any
specified time but until those in charge
thought it would be quite safe to set them
at liberty again, and that they could regain
their footing in society. He thought that
solitary confinement and corporal punishment
should be done away with. We were begin-
ning to recognise that it was not a matter of

{Mr. Fanstanley.
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inflicting punishment so much as to bring
about a reformation in the character and life
of these people. He thought that, in the case
he had referred to, it would be fitting during
the coronation year to consider whether that
individual should not be released. On the
whole, he thought we were dealing in the
right manner with these people, and, as far
as the warders were concerned, he did not
think any of them were over-remunerated.
The work the warders had to do was not up-
lifting ; they had not much to look forward to
after putting in ten or twenty years at this
work, and they were entitled to the very best
consideration. e thought £100 a year was
not an adequate remuneration, even if t}}ey
went up there on probation. One would think
that £2 10s. a week was little enough to give
a man who was practically shut up for the
bulk of his time from society.

The Home SrcreTsrRY: The hon. member
must remember that there is, in addition,
rations and uniforms and regular leave.

Mr. WINSTANLQ}': Yes; but the work
was such that a man deserved all he got.

The Acring CHATRMAN indicated that the
hon. member’s time had expired.

Mr. McLACHLAN (Fortitude Valley):
The Minister had made reference to the fact
that matters had been brought under his
notice ‘by the hon. ‘member for South Bris-
bane some six weeks ago, and as a result
of investigations which had taken place he
had received a report which he proposed to
submit to the Cabinet, which he thought
would be accepted and would have the effect
of improving the conditions of the warders.
It was a pity that it took six weeks to get
the information together, and that they could
not have the report when they discussed the
Hstimates. It would have facilitated the
passage of the Hstimates if the Minister had
been able to place before the Committee the
exact information which he had in his posses-
sion. Before the Minister rose to speak he
thought he would have had an opportunity
of bringing under his notice another matter
in connection with the warders on which he
had not touched, and that was the reduction
in uniforms supplied to prison warders. Some
little time ago a question was asked by the
hon. member for Barcoo with reference to
the uniforms formerly supplied to warders
and those supplied now, and there was a
considerable reduction in those now supplied.
In looking through the replies to the question
he found there were several articles which
the warders received recently which were not
now allowed. The total amount of the saving
per annum was £170. He would like the
Minister to give some information as to the
necessity for this cheeseparing in connection
with the salaries and allowances of lower-
paid officers in the Government service. It
had been pointed out that warders were
receiving as low a salary as £100 per annum,
and still the clothing and other allowances
had been reduced. He did not think warders
were receiving any too much in the way of
wearing apparel prior to the reduction which
had taken place, and the Minister might
take into consideration the question of restor-
ing the articles taken from them. He found
that, not only in the prison service but in
other services throughout the State, there was
a tendency to ask men, simply because they
happened to be juniors, to work at a low
figsure. To be a junior in the public service
did not necessarily mean that the persons
concerned were young. It might mean a
man or woman over forty years of age, but
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because they had not been long in the service
they were classified as juniors. In connec-
tion with the Federal public service, there
was a regulation that any employee after
three years’ service was to receive a minimum
salary of not less than £110 a year. He
noticed, since the change which had taken
place recently in connection with the Com-
monwealth Government, that, on and after
1st January next, there was to be a minimum
salary paid to all Federal public servants

over the age of twenty-one years of £110 a’

year, irrespective of the length of time they
might have been employed in the service.
That was a step in the right direction. He
had advocated in this House that there should
be established in the public service, and in
connection with wages generally, what might
be termed a national minimum. In his
opinion 1s. an hour was little enough to offer
any adult as recompense for services ren-
dered. The Minister might take this into
consideration in connection with the prison
service.

The HoME SecrRerarY: The £100 a year
here is worth more than £110. There are
quarters and food and uniforms.

Mr. McLACHLAN : He understcod there
were certain privileges attaching to persons
in the prison service and other services, but
that did not alter the fact that £110 a year
was very small for the arduous work of the
position of a warder. He trusted that the
report which the Minister had received from
the Comptroller would have the effect of
increasing the wages of warders to such an
extent that they would be amply paid for
the work they performed. He again im-
pressed upon the Home Secretary the desir-
ableness of reviewing the matter of unifcrms.

The total amount involved was
[5 pm.] only £170, and that was less than
the increases given to two highly-

paid officers in the service.

Mr. NEVITT (Carpentaria): During the
last twelve months he had visited one or
two of the penal establishments, and in
every case he was very pleased to find every-
thing n a very good condition. The prison
staffs were a credit to the department. At
the same time, he was inclined to think
some of the junior members of the staffs
were not sufficiently remunerated. In some
of the small country prisons, the superintend-
ent of which usually nolds the rank of
senior constable or acting sergeant, the
salary paid by the Prisons Department was
only £20 per annum. That was not an
adequate salary for the extra responsibility
placed upon“the officers in charge. He was
pleased that in some of those country gaols
the system of providing work for the
prisoners had been inaugurated, with bene-
ficial results to the prisoners and at reduced
cost to the country. He hoped the Minister
would bring it under the notice of the Comp-
troller that this entailed a considerable
amount of extra work on the superintend-
ents. He knew of one place where they
purchased fircwood by the cord, and the
prisoners were employed in cutting it up.
There was a good deal of extra work in
purchasing the wood, disposing of it, and
keeping the books; and wvet the superin-
tendent received no additional romunera-
tion for the extra work. He was pleased
to learn from the superintendent of one of
the larger establishments that he attributed
the diminution in the number of prisoners
teo the exisence of old-age pensions. His
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explanation was that formerly many people-
had been sent to prison under the Vagrancy.
Act, but, now that they were receiving old-
age pensions, they were not compelled to
seek the protection of the gaol to keep body
and soul together. The explanation was a
very reasonable one, and he was pleased to
think that he was one of those who had advo-
cated the granting of old-age pensions. The
report of the Comptroller was not so favours
able with regard to Stewart's Creek as im
connection with St. Helena. That was be-
cause the same conditions for the employ-
ment of the prisoners did not exist at the-
former prison. In the choice of a site for-
any future prison, the Government should:
keep in mind the necessity for selecting a:
place where prisén labour could be utilised’
to the best advantage. They should not
choose a practically barren spot like Stew-
art's Creek, where there was no work for-
the prisoners to do. There was an old:
saying that “Satan finds some mischief still
for idle hands to do,”” and that was as true:
in the case of prisoners as in the case of
other people.

The Home SEcrRETaARY: The hon member-
is not inferring that the superintendents are:
Satan, I hope.

Mr. NEVITT: His point was that it was
far better for a prisoner if his time was:
usefully and profitably occupied.

The HoMe SECRETARY : Hear, hear!

Mr. NEVITT: The system should be ex-
tended. They could not go too far with it.
Prisoners had told him tﬁat they could not
be better treated than they were by the
prison officials, a fact which spoke well for
the department. When they found such a
creditable state of affairs, it was their duty as
members of Parliament to give credit where
that credit was due.

Mr. LENNON: Seeing that the Home
Secretary was apparently quite ignorant in
regard to the condition of affairs in the
prisons until the junior member for Bris-
bane South brought under his notice, six
weeks ago, the condition of things prevailing
in the Brisbane Gaol, he would like to. say
that he (Mr. Lennon) had briefly referred to
the state of things in the Townsville Gaol
last year. Hansard, volume civ., page 646,
reported him as saying—

Tle noticed that the same old rule was observed in
this department as had been observed in all others, of
giving the man at the top of the tree a substavtial rige,
whilst very few increasss were granted to thrsein t'he~
lower grades of the service. There was only a net in-
crease of £17 for the penal establishment at quns—
ville.

That was not a very large increase. In his
copy of the Estimates for this year he had
made this marginal note against the Towns-
Yille Penal Establishment: ° Are none of
these men deserving of an increase?” The
total increase they got among them last
year was £17, and this year they got less
than nothing, if he might use the expres-
sion, because there was a falling off of £11
in the vote, brought about by the fact that
the classification increases to warders and
probationers—which he presumed were auto-
matic rises—were £40 last year and only
£29 this year. Leaving out the senior
warders, who obtained the fat salary nf £14C
per annum—and which was described by
the Home Secretary as the very plum of the
service—a real magnum bonum at that—
the probationers and others in the lower
grades had only got among them the large

Mr. Lennon-d
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increase of £29. Divided among cight, it
worked out at £3 12s. 6d. each. What a
considerate and generous Government this
was to those in the lower ranks of the
service! It was perfectly futile for the
Home Secretary to plume himself on the fact
that the Government were considering those
men. All their consideration and all their
thought was directed towards the highly-paid
men; and that was proved particularly in
regard to the vote. IHe hoped that even at
this late hour the Home Secretary would
place small increases for the lower-paid men
on the Supplementary Estimates.

The HoMe SxorETARY: I can assure the
hon, member it is safe in my hands.

Mr. LENNON: He did not want to im-
pugn the hon. member’s kindness of heart
or good intentions, but the cold, hard facts
were that in Townsville there were no in-
creases last vear and none this year. It was
@ remarkable thing that those men who had to
put up with a miserable pittance only re-
ceived an increase of £3 12s. 6d. per annum.
The Government should take into considera-
tion the fact that there was a considerable
-element of danger in connection with their
work. That was taken into consideration in
connection with some walks in life, particu-
larly in regard to the police. who were allowed
to retire on a good pension; and in connec-
tion with warders, where that element of
danger was also present, it should be taken
into consideration in the matter of their pay.
He sincerely hoped that there would be no
need for him in the future to refer to that
matter again.

Mr. MANN: The time at the disposal of
hon. members wus too short to discuss the
prisons report, but he wished to bring par-
ticularly under the Home Secretary’s notice
the report in connection with buildings. The
Comptroller-Creneral stated—

"The various prison buildings are generally in a fair
state ot repair. As pointed out in previous reports,
new buildings arve required at Roma and Cairns, and
most particularly at the latter place. as the population
of that town and district js on the ircrease, The
present prisnn accommodation, which only counsists of
wards, in which several prisoners have to be confined, is
inadequate for the present requirements and unsuitable
both from a hygienic and administrative standpoint,

It was a rather serious reflection on the head
«of the department that such a state of things
should be allowed to go on, and that was the
:second report on the matter. He might tell
the Home Secretary that the prison yard in
Cairns abutted on 1o one of the main streets,
and the people walking past could see the
‘prisoners in the "yard.
out that the buildings put up by the business
people in Cairns were far ahead of those put
up by the State. Not onlv the prison but
the courthouse and every other public build-

ing in Cairns was in need of enlargement: .

He did not accuse the Home Secretary in re-
gard to the abortionist—he only accused the
Government. He admitted that it was the
previous ococupant of that position who was
responsible.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Order, order!
As that man was released some years ago
he cannot be discussed on these Estimates.

Mr., MANN: Tell me when he was re-
Teased.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: It was last
year he was released.

Mr. MANN: The prisoner Kenniff was
sentenced some years ago.

[Mr. Lennon.
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The ACTING CHAIRMAN: The hon.
member is not discussing the Kenniff case.

Mr. MANN: He was glad the Home Seec-
retary took so much notice of members on the
Government side in regard to what should be
done in connection with the prisons, and
hoped it would be a tip to members en the
Opposition side, when they got on the
Treasury benches, that if any particular in-
stitution wanted reforming they would always
assure the House that the member for the
district was responsible for drawing attention
to the matter, and it was attended to.

Question put and passed.

QUARANTINE.
The HOME SECRETARY : No appropria-

tion was asked for in connection with quaran-
tine, that matter having been taken over by
the Federal Government.

REGISTRAR-GENERAL.

The HOME SECRETARY moved that
£6,420 be granted for ‘‘ Registrar-General.”
Hon. members would observe that there was
a net increase in that vote of £50. The Go-
verniment Statistican and Registrar-General
had received an increase of £20, the second
compiler an increase of £10; the salary of
Mr. Staiger had been increased by £10; Mr.
Jones had also received an increase of £10;
and Misses Barns and Reinhold had each re-
ceived an increase of £10; Mr. Robinson an
increase of £10, and the second and third
each received an increase of £10; and the
typist had also received an increase of £10.
That was in the statistical branch. In the
registry office the chief clerk received an
increase of £10. and the second and third
clerks each an increase of £10; Misses Nesbit
and Mills had each reccived sn increase of
£10, Miss Timmins an increase of £10, and
Masterton had also received an increase of
£10. There were two additional clerks
appointed at £60 each. Clerk, office, A
district, Charters Towers, an increase of
£10; provision clerk, office, A district, regis-
trar, Toowoomba, an increase of £70; dis-
trict registrar, Maryborough, an increase of
£10; and district registrar, Rockhampton, an
increase of £10. No provision was made for the
district registrar at Toowoomba, which gave
a decrease of £150. There was also a decrease
of £100 in the item “ Fees to District Regis-
trars,” and a decrease of £200, “ Postage,
Telegrams, and Incidentals,” and an increase
in connection with railway fares and printing
of £100.

Question put and passed.

OUTDOOR RELIEF.

The HOME SECRETARY moved that
$£6,119 be granted for “ Outdoor Relief.” In
connection with that appropriation, hon. mem-
bers would observe that there was a decrease
of £1.030, which was caused by the provision
vote being reduced by the sum of £1,050,
owing to the number of applicants for relief
having decreased. There was an increase of
£10 in the salary of the principal clerk, and
an increase of £10 to the storekeeper.

Question put and passed.

MISCELLANEOTUS.

The HOME SECRETARY moved that
£9,200 be granted for ‘° Miscéllaneous Ser-
vices.” Hon. members would observe that
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an increase of £1,149 was asked for. The vote
for “ Fire Brigades’ was increased by £800,
““Incidental and Miscellaneous Expenses” wers
increased by £700, railway fares and print-
ing an increase of £500. There was a de-
crease of £81 which last vear was granted
for the purchase of land and buildings at
Wooloowin where an infants’ home had been
established.

Mr. LENNON: He was sorry that the
Home Secretary did not give a little more
detailed information with regard to ‘* Inciden-
tal and Miscellansous Kxpenses.”” There was
an increase in the item of £700. It was a very
convenient description, ‘ Miscellaneous and
Sundries.” It was very convenient for people
who did not want to give much information.
““Fire Brigades’” also showed an increase of
£800. He did not know whether that was paid
according to the importance of the brigade
or if it was a percentage in proportion to the
amount contributed by fire insurance com-
panies. * Railway Fares and Freights, Print-
ing, Stationery, etc.,” also showed an increase
of £500. There were three big increases, and
he would like some information about them.

The HOME SECRETARY : The expenditure
for ““ Incidental and Miscellaneous Expenses”
was based on the expenditure of the pre-
vious year. It included such things as postage,
petty cash, telegrams, messenger’s allowance,
rent, Pharmacy Board, altering statute-hooks,
telephones, expenses for cntertaining dele-
gates to Local Authorities’ Conference, furni-
ture for Minister’'s room, maintenance of
neglected children, dredging near Queen’s
Wharf, overtime, legal expenses, visiting jus-
tices’ travelling expenses, local audit board,
clearing débris from Macintyre Bridge, com-
pensation for wrongful arrest, burials, type-
writers, repairs, ctc., office repairs, tea
sampling, passases, prohibition orders, clean-
ing, newspapers, books, and sundries.

Mr, LEnNoN: What about the increase to
ﬁr@dlgrigades—on what basis was the money

aid ?

The HOME SECRETARY : On the amount
granted by the local authorities, which had
also to be granted by the fire insurance com-
panies. It was a percentage on that amount
and was fixed by statute.

Mr. McLACHLAN thought that some
assistance should be given to the volunteer
fire brigades out of the vote. When the
Estimates were being discussed last year the
Minister promised to bring in an amending
Tire Brigades Bill, and to bring the volunteer
brigades under it. The volunteer brigades
did a lot of useful work. They attended fires
without any remuneration, simply as a volun-
tary act, and in many instances they went
outside their boundary and helped other bri-
gades at fires. They assisted materially in
saving property, and as they had a difficulty
in carrying on at times, he hoped they would
get some assistance out of the vote. At the
present time they relied solely on local sub-
seriptions.

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: He noticed *‘ Rall-
way Fares and Freights,”” and he presumed
the police were paid out of the vote. He spoke
to the Home Secretary some time ago about a
license granted to the Club and Royal Hotel
at Roma. . )

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Order! I do
not think the hon. member can bring it in
here. So far as I can see, there is no money
granted for licenses here.

The HoME SECRETARY: I have no objection.
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The ACTING CHAIRMAN: It is not a
matter whether the Home Secretary has any
objection, but whether it can be done orderly
on this vote, and I do not think it can. The
hon. member has other chances of speaking
on it, such as the vote for inland revenue.

Mr. J. M. HuntErR: What about the rail-
way freights and fares to the police?

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: I understand
that that is paid out of the travelling allow-
ances under tho police vote.

Question put and passed.

ABORIGINALS, RELIFF OF—POSTPONED VOTE.

The HOME SECRETARY moved that
£13,160 be granted for *“ Aboriginals, Relief
of.” There was an increase of £3,940 over the
previous year. There was an increase to the
Chief Protector, Mr. Floward, of £30; incrsase
to the chief clerk, J. Bleakley, £190 to £200;
J. Niell, a new appointment, £80; increase to
cadet clerk, J. T. Muleahy, £39 to £50.
Thursday Island was practically a decrease,
as there was no provision made for a protector,
the work being performed by the clerk of
petty sessions. The assistant superintendent
at Barambah received an increase of £10, and
the school teacher at Barambah received an
increase of £12. There was an increase of
£1,700 in the provisions and incidentals at
Barambah, increase for provisions and inci-
dentals at Taroom of £600, and an increase
of blankets, clothing, transport, relief rations,
travelling expenses, postage, and incidentals
of £1,500. The increase on the whole vote
was £3,940.

Mr. MANN wanted to say a few words in
regard to Yarrabah Mission Station. The
reports in connédetion with the mission station
had been circulated amongst members, and
they were all familar with what had been
done theére. They had the report of Mr.
Grant, police magistrate at Cairms, and Mr.
Howard, Chief Protector; and also what had
been said in rebuttal by the church dignitaries.
Although they were very indignant with the
report of Mr. Grant, he noticed that the Chief
Protector did not go into the matter of morals
so fully and deeply as Mr. Grant, still he
bore out what Mr. Grant said in cvery jobt
and tittle of his report as to the manner in
which the mission was being conducted in-
dustrially. He would urge the Home Secre-

tary not to be too tender in his

[5.80 p.m.] consideration for the feelings of

these church people, but to step
in and take control of the mission himself,
and run it on proper lines. In fact, the Go-
vernment should run all these mission sta-
tions, and not leave them to the haphazard
management of people who had no idea of
carrying them on in a practical and syste-
matic manner. Both MMr. Grant and Mr.
Howard maintained that the mission ab
Yarrabah was run in the most slipshod man-
ner possible, Mr Grant mentioned the case
of a white woman who came from that in-
stitution and went to live with a blackfellow.
Mr. Howard did not, go into that matter, bub
he (Mr. Mann) was satisfied that if he had
done so he would have borne out the state-
ments made by Mr. Grant in every particular.
Whatever else Mr. Grant might be, he was a
fair-minded and sensible man, and he stated
that one of the persons in charge of that sta-
tion went and lay in the sun for hours at a
place which the women frequented for bath-
ing purposes. That was a scandal and a
shame, and should be stopped. The Govern-
ment ought to make a root-and-branch

Mr. Mann.]
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reformation in the conduct of the institution,
and take over and run the station as a
Government institution, and manage it in
such a way as would make it a beneft to the
aboriginals located there and the community
at large. A friend of his, whose word could
be relied upon, told him that a couple who
were married at the mission station had run
away. That was no new thing ; anyone read-
ing the newspapers would notice frequeatly
accounts of boys and girls absconding from
Yarrabah. The authorities at the mission
station did not trouble about getting that
woman back, but they were always anxious
to get back the boy, who was expert in
managing the cutter. If the Home Secre-
tary would send a man like Police Magistrate
Ranking to the mission to report upon it, he
would find that every word in Mv. Grant’s
report would be borne out to the utmost.
Archbishop Donaldson had admitted that Mr.
Howard was right in his statement, and if
pushed he would probably admit that Mr.
Grant was right also. Nearlv every mail
he (Mr, Mann) received nev&spapers from
Cairns in which there were reports of abori-
ginals having run away from the mission
because ‘they did not get sufficient food there.
The Cairns Post of 6th October contained the
following :—
avneD Back.

It was recently mentioned in t gitl, v P
husband a !;d wife, from Y:nrmbzgxe, «P,'l);rxe“tst(‘tnx?n?:g})(lsé
days ago with th-desire of working for g certain resi-
dent, having, it was suid, heen 1ired of the mission
They went to the house of this townsman and.;:oml
menced work, but yestorduy the police to.k them
in (!l]:gr;:s), ald handed tlem buck ‘o the Yarrabah
amhorlr.ws though neither had any d sirc to to k;acl‘
The resxdeph immediately piacced the matter in tlx\é
han‘ds of hx.s solicitors. and the tuking of tf;e blacks
aguinst Ihen: w1l has cansed a good deal of indignation
local]y.. .Ir 18 unierstood that the female abSrio'in'Ll
made pitinble app als to he saved from her captorsh bl;t
she and her hustand were hauled back. ’

Would the Home Secretar allow th 1
thing to continue, or woulZl he step ?11: ;{ﬁﬁdsgi
that those people got a fair deal? Accord-
ing to the reports of koth Mr. Grant and Mr.
Howard, they had the best excuse in the
E}florld for. absconding from the mission. If

€ Imission was managed properl r
would be a lot more land pu? urlljdery’cu%lisrlzf
tion, and the mission would be made self-sup-
porting.  The reports of Mr. Grant and Mr,
Howard showed that on F itzroy TIsland there
was hardly any game, and hardly any means
of subsistence, except a few bananas and onec
or two palms. If it could be proved that life
at the mission station was fairly comfortable
and that the people were well fed and well
looked after, one would think that the police
were doing their duty in taking back run-
aways, but the whole {enor of the reports was
to the effect that the aboriginals were not fed
as they should be. The Fome Secretary
should take his courage in hoth hands, and
take over the mission, and run it in a manner
befitting a country like Queensland, which
spent so much on charity.

Mr. MurrHY: There is too much prayer
and not enoush tucker.

Mr. MANN: The mission exemplified the
distinction bLetween Churchianity and Chris.
tianity. It was run on church lines instead of
on Christian lines. He should like to know
the reason why a telegram was sent to Mr.
Howard, askin~ him to wait until he was ac-
comnanied to the island by one of the church
people before making his report.

The HouME SrcrRTARY : What telegram does
the hon. member refer to?

{Mr. Mann.
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Mr. MANN: The telegram sent to Mr.
Howard asking him not to make his report
until he had been accompanied to the island
by the Rev. Mr. Morrison.

The HoME SECRETARY: No, the new super-
intendent.

Mr. MANN: Mr, Howard should have gone
to the place and made his report without
waiting for anyone to accompany him there.

The Home SeCcrrTARY: He has gone and
he has reported.

Mr. MANN: Mr. Howard should have
gone into the moral as well as the industrial
aspect of the question fully, and have given a
full report on the state of things existing at
the station, especially on the matters described
in Mr. Grant’s report. Whatever Mr. Grant
said was the truth. He had no animus against
the Yarrabah Mission; he went there, and he
told just what he saw. Perhaps he made a
mistake in rushing into print to reply to what
had heen said; but it was the indignant pro-
test of an honest man whom the church tried
to assail because he spoke the truth.

Mr. NEVITT: He had said belore that our
treatment of the aboriginals was one of the
blackest pages in the history of the country;
and every report from the Chief Protector bore
out that statement. Even at the present time
the cheeseparing policy of the Government was
of such a nature that we contributed less per
head for the aboriginals in our State than
they did in any other State. QOur aboriginal
population was estimated at 20,000, and the
Government spent on their protection only
£10,584; in South Australia the number was
3,491, and the Government spent £4,175:
in Victoria, where the number of aborizinals
was only 253, they spent £3,968; in Western
Australia they had 27,000 aboriginals, and the
amount spent was £22,559: in the Northern
Territory the number was 16,000, and the ex-
penditure £15,000; and in New South Wales,
where the number was 7,373, the amount
spent was £24,774. With regard to the
Northern Territory, it must be remembered
that the aboriginals there had not been de-
prived of their country to the same extent as
in other parts of Australia, so that there was
not the same necessity to contribute towards
their keep. No doubt members were aware
that some time ago in his electorate a man
named Bowman was speared by the blacks
and eventually died. Some time after this
Mr. Watham, of Rutland Plains Station. sent
him a letter which Mr. Bowman had drafted,
and of which this was a copy—

On behalf of myself and other residents in this
vicinity, I wish to bring before you the following
facts vregarding the depredations of the blacks
which are being trained on the Mitchell River
Mission Station, and I look upon this institutiom
as a harbour for criminal blacks, who seem to
think, judging from their conduct, that they have
a license to do what they like as long as they can
get back to their protectors—mamely, the people
in charge of this hotbed of filth and corruption.
These mission blacks have been schooled chiefly
by one of the worst ever horn in the district,
*“Bendigo by name, who was deported from here
about eleven years ago, but fetched back hy the
mission people, and sows more seeds of strife and
villainy amongst the then obedient hlacks. When
the mission first started, the blacks about here
were well-bchaved, and respected a white man;
now they seem to think they, as I have mentioned
before, have a right to do what they like, and go
unscathed. In my opinion—and I have had a life’s
cxperience amongst outside blacks—there will be
Flcodshed here before long, as we are 170 miles
away, from any police protection, and it seems
bard lines on the pioneers of the country that
they are to have their cattle killed almost af
their doors, and have little or no redress. I
propose the mission station be removed about 20
miles further north, and a police station be pub
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at the present site; the police station could be on
my country until the blacks have been subdued.
At present the mission is about 1% mile from the
boundary of my ecountry, for which I pay a
rental of 14s. per mile per annum, and it sems a
most unjustifiable thing that these murdering
blacks should be harboured right against my stock.
1 being so close they know from their spies every
move I make, and when I am working one end of
the run these black brutes are killing or molesting
my cattle at the other. I am quite satisfied, from
the attitude of persons in authority at the mission
station, that they are cognisant with the blacks
killing cattle, and consider that the Government
should hold an inquiry into the system of this
misgion, and feel sure that some startling truths
would come to light. I could give you proof now
of many cases that will bear me out in all I
say; but let there be an inquiry held, and I will
produce sufficient evidence to convince anyone that
the conduct of the blacks is a disgrace. Rutland
Plains, being the furthest settlement, it acts as a
buffer to other stations, and it has been pointed
cut to me by the mission people that I am the
only one that complains. I further propose that
about twenty blacks known to be bad characters
be deported, as the evil influence of these blacks
incites the others to molest me.

That was written by Mr. Bowman six or eight
days before he was speared; and little did he
think when he penned those lines that he
was predicting his own death at the hands of
those people. He complained of the blacks
going on his country. In his report on the
Trubanaman Mission, the superintendent
made this statement—

The staff lived on c1ssava sud other garden produce
for over five weeks, as we ran out of flonr. and our hoat
was delayed. The year’s work has heen much broken
by want of provisinns, ns T have heen ¢ ymuelled to send
the people out for wecks at z time in order to husband
rations.

There was a mission station to look after and
protect the blacks, admitting that it had to
turn them out times out of number because
there was not sufficient food to keep them.
That was sufficient evidence that the Go-
vernment were not doing their duty in this
matter. It was their duty to provide reserves
and place persons in charge, so that the Macks
would be properly looked after; and £10.000
was not sufficient for the purpose. This abori-
ginal question had an economic side as well
as a humanitarian side. Some time ago he
asked for a return eiving certain particulars.
and the following information was supplied :—

1. The numher of ahorigina's registered in the dis-
tricts of Normanton, Burketown, and Cimnoweal is as
follows .—

Normanton (ineluding Georgetown) 95
Rurk ‘town . 30
Camooweal . ... 18l

2. The name nf each station which has ahoriginals
registered, the numher nf aborivinals registered at
each station. and the average wages paid toeach abori-
ginal is as foliows :—

Number W,
District. Station. | Aboriginals Avev‘mz‘ei ages
Registered Paid.
Normanton | Normanton 47 1s 34 to 10 per
week and ail
found
Georgetown 38 28, to 158, per
week and all
found
Burketown | Burketown 30 58 to 10s. per
week and all
fonnd
Turn-off 33 5s. to 198, per
Lagoon week ani all
found
Camooweal | "amoowenl 161 1s. 3d. to 5s. per
week and all
found

They paid from a minimum of 1s. 3d. to a
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maximum of 15s., which showed that there
was something radically wrong. They were
not getting-the pay they should get: and all
the money should be paid to the Protector,
and not to the blacks themselves. No black
could spend money on a station, because, ac-
cording to the agreement, he was provided
with food, clothing, and tobacco; and that
was all a black required on a station. But
when he came into town he was generally
provided with a few shillings in his pocket,
and that was practically all the wages he saw
in the year. He further asked whai was the
amount of money held in trust by the Pro-
tector in each of these districts for the ahori-
ginals, and the reply was as follows:—Nor-
manton, £1,776 38s. 6d.; Burketown, £1,082
19s. 4d.; and Camoowezl, £129 0s. 11d. Al
though there were 161 blacks registered in
the Camcoweal district—that was more than
all the other districts put together—they had
only £129 to their credit. There was some-
thine radically wrong with these figures. The
eighty-five blacks at Normanton and George-
town combined had got '£1,776 3s. 1d A
further question he asked was for what was
this money available. The answer was—

This money is available for the Lenefit of the
aboriginals to whose credit it is placed, and is
applied for the following purposes—that is to say,
for clothing when such is not supplied by the em-
ployer, for sustenance when the aboriginal is not
working, and for reasonable pocket money and
expenses when on holiday. The protector may also
at his discretion allow the aboriginals to expend
portion of the money to their credit in the pur-
chase of articles of furniture or property of service
or value to them, first satisfying himself that
their interests are protected.

We found by the report of the Chief Protector
that during the past year, in Normanton, they
actually did not spend a shilling. At Burke-
town, the average monthly payments out of
their fund to the keep of the blacks was £6
10s., and Croydon averaged £10, but there
had not been a shilling spent for the protec-
tion or health of the blacks either at Norman-
ton or Georgetown. Yet it was stated here
that a good deal of money was drawn for the
purpose of protecting the blacks. The report
he had got further stated—

The amount of money withdrawn by the pro-
tectors at Normanton, Burketown, and Camooweal
during the last five years is as follows:—Norman-
ton, £875 17s. 11d.

And yet during the past year not a shilling
was withdrawn for their keep. In the same
report the Chief Protector said—

Syphilis is rampant amongst them, and other
diseases.

He knew that a very large percentage of these
aboriginals were suffering from syphilis, and
practically nothing was being done for them.
The treatment we had given to these abori-
ginals was the blackest page in our history.

The Acting CHAIRMAN indicated that the
hon. member’s time had expired.

Mr. NEVITT (continuing): Something
should be done to put these people on re-
serves, with a humanitarian protector in
charce who had had some experience with
blacks, so that they micht be enabled to make -
a living. The Chief Protector recommended
that a settlement should be made at Lloyd’s
Bay some three or four years ago, but no
notice was taken by the Government of the
day.

The TreastrEw: Of course, they did: I
welnt up and found the place wholly unsuit-
able.

Mr. NEVITT: He would say that the place
was very suitable, and he had had more ex-
perience than the Treasurer. According to

AMr. Nevitt.]
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the report, a syndicate got a concession to
cut sandalwood In the Lloyd’s Bay district,
with the result that something like 120 blacks
were employed in cutting sandalwood. During
the past twelve months the syndicate ex-
ported about £6.000 worth of sandalwood.
This was a direct contradiction of the state-
ment made by the Treasurer. It was a most
suitable place to form a settlement.

The TrEasvurer: Mr. Airey and myself
went up there,

Mr. NEVITT: He was only taking the
report, and from his own knowled~e he knew
that it was a suitable place. Would it not
have been better for a_ reserve to have been
proclaimed there and allow the blacks to cut
the sandalwood, and the Government to
market it for them and place the money to
their credit, and, when the sandalwood was cut
-out, settle them on another place. The Chief
Protector also complained about the small
salaries pa‘d by the police to the trackers.
The Government should bte the last in the
world to cut down wages, .even to the black-
fellows. This was a reflection on the Govern-
ment. He had known these blacks to ke used
bv gentlemen very high in the police service,
employing them as servants ‘n the house in-
stead of white girls. If the money they were
entitled to for the work they did was placed
‘to their credit and then utilised——

The IomE SecreETARY: That is what i3
done. The whole of it has to be placed with
the protector.

Alr. NEVITT: There was not sufficient pro-
vision made for what was termed the camp
blacks. Of course. the protector in all the
places where the blacks were numerous allowed
them to get casual labour. The Act was not
administered as far as employment was con-
cerned, as if they were not allowed to wet
casual labour a great number would die from
starvation or commit depredations. In the
report the Chicf Protector gave the amount of
money at the credit of the aboriginals at
different places. At Charters Towers there
were sixty-one blacks registered, and the
amount lying to their credit was £317 8s. 3d.,
or an average per head of £56s. At Ingham
there were forty blacks, with a credit of £114
8s., or an average of £2 17s. At Geraldton,
where there were eighty-six blacks, there was
only £125 to their credit, or an average of
£1 9. At Cairns there were ecighty-one
blacks with £124 lyving to their credit, or an
average of £1 Is. 6d. He wished to call the
attention of the Home Secretary to the fact
that there was something radically wrong
with these accounts. Either the whole amount
had not teen credifed to these Flacks, or else
they were not getting the remunerstion they
were entitled to, because the lakour in.these
particular districts could be better availed of
than in any other part of the State, and in a
good manv industries was equal to white
labour. Where they were doing equal work
with a white man they should get equal nay.

Mr. KEoGH: Why not give them a vote?

. AMr. NEVITT: He would go #o far as to
give them a vote if they had the intelligence
to vote. He did not think that a man should
be deprived of a vote because of his colour.
We should give these aborizinals the same
treatment that we would expect under similar
circumstances, but at the present time they
were not getting the treatment they were
entitled to. and he hoped the Government
would look into the matter.

The AcriNg CHAIRMAN indicated that the
fon. member’s further time had expired.

[Mr. Nevits.
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AMr. LENNON: When discussing other
matters a few days ago he referred to the
very unenviable reputation that

[7 p.m.] the Geraldton district had in re-

gard to the treatment the blacks
received. there, and the Ijome Secretary
seemed to find it very amusing.

The Houe SeoreTARY: The Chief Protector
is there now making inquiries.

Mr. LENNON: He noticed that the Chief
Protector promisesl to write the hon. gentle-
man a private report, which he presumed
the hon. gentleman had not yet received.
When he did receive it, he hoped he would
give hon. members an opporbunity of perus-
ing it.

The Homur SrcrzTARY: Certainly.

Mr. LENNON: e would just read a few
extracts from the Chief Protector’s report on
the subject which had seemed to amuse the
hon. gentleman—

I estimate there must be at least 500 alorigines
in the Geraldton district, and it is imperative
some steps be taken to form a reéserve, and ap-
point an officer whose sole duty it would be to
control the natives—rigorously prosecuting those
who illegally employed or interfercd with them.
I feel sure such a prostdure would at once put a
stop to the present discreditable state of affairs.
Abundances of work could ke found for these people
on the cane farms, were they allowed to woik at
a reasonable rate of wages. A very suitable area
of land for a reserve could he found on Banyan
Creek, a tributary of the Tully River; and, as the
land is of a most fertile description, it would not
be necessary to have a large holding. Such a re-
serve would be central for Csldar Creek, Davidson,
Herberton, Upper Murray, Tully River, Clump
Point, Maria, and Liverpool Creek, and perhaps
Atherton.

The Hout SecrerarY: That is one of the
objects of the Chief Protector’s visit. I have
given him instructions to go into that fuily.

Mr. LENNON: He went on—

The natives on Cedar Creek and the Davidson
are almost in their primitive state, having had
little intercourse with whites; they are a fine
stamp of people, strong, healthy, intelligent, and
active, and of a quiet, docile, and obedient nature.
At present the position is that the Chinese are
gradually killing off the natives with opium and
disease.

In another part of his report he referred to
the large preponderance of females over
males, which went to show that they were
not kept for a proper purpose. He said—

On the whole, I found the condition of the
aborigines fairly good; but in one or two distriets,
such as Geraldton, where numbers of Chinese are
congregated, it will be mnecessary to adopt some
meang by which these people w.ll be debarred from
any intercourse whatever with the natives. As
matters are at present, the Chinese supply opium
to and interfere with the ‘“aboriginal women,”
The result being diseags and speedy death. It is
my intention, however, to make a separate com-
munication to you on this subject, and to suggest
some mnieany by which the evils complained of may
be put an end to.

There were other evils in that district due to
the lack of proper Government supervision
and a systematic police patrol. There was
also an urgent need for the appointment of
revenue constables or excise officers to visib
the district and put down the illicit sale of
grog.

The HoME SECRETARY: Hear, hear!

Myr. LENNON: It was not so much the
illicit sale of grog as the vile compound that
was sold that was the cause of trouble. It
poisoned men there like it did in other parts
of Australia. He was assured that many of
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the Chinese in the (Geraldton district carried
on this business quite openly. Of course, f
he thought a newcomer was an excise officer,
the Chiraman would very probably—no
savee’’—say he had no grog on the premises,
but he was assured on reliable authority that
any local resident could walk in and buy a
bottle of grog as easily as he could buy a
bottle of vinegar. That was unfair to
licensed retailers; but the worst feature about
it was that the illicit sale of grog seemed
always to create a spirit of greed on the part
of those engaged in the traffic, and induccd
them to sell vile stuff which did incalculabls
harm. He would be glad if the Home Secre-
tary would give them some assurance that
some life would be instilled into the Excise
Department, if thero was one, and, if there
was not, that one would be created for the
purpose of checking this illicit sale of liquor.
This grog found its way into the blacks’
camps, and was probably responsible, in the
first instance, for the other evils of which ha
complained.

Question put and passed.

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. W. H. Barnes, Bulimba) moved that
£18,130 be granted for the * Department of
Public Works.” There was an increase in the
vote this year of £2,804. There was an in-
crease of two inspectors of works, and there
was & small increase in connection with
junior draftsmen. 'There was an increase
down for the Under Secretary, Government
Architect, and Engineer for Bridges of £100.
About the year 19012 the present occupant
of the office, Mr. Brady, was receiving a
salary of £800, and was then doing the work
only of Government Architect. It was de-
cided during the retrenchment period that
he should undertake the duties of Under Sec-
retary in addition, which ke did, and he
thought hon. members would admit that the
work had been done very thoroughly.

Mr. Murpny: We are not finding any fault
with the man, but with the increase in the
salary.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
He thought he would be able to explain the
matter to the satisfaction of hon. members.
During the last few years the work of the
office had increased very considerably, the in-
crease boing partly due to the increased
amount of Federal work, for which the Under
Secretary received no allowance, and partly
to the increased amount of worl which was
brought about by the general advancement of
Queensland. The Under Secretary now had his
hands particularly full. He was a very capable
officer, and when it was remembered that in
Queensland  they paid their professional
Under Secretary very much less than was
being paid to gentlemen occupying similar
positions in other places——

Mr. MvurpHy: 8o are we paying our
railway men and porters less.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
maintained that it was highly important,
if they were to have good officers, to pay
a salary commensurate with the duties per-
formed, and, therefore, Mr. Brady had been
put down for an increase of £100. Hon.
members would further notice that there
had been a number of other increases. Mr.
Pye, the Deputy Government Architect,
received an increase of £20. Mr. Irving also
received an increase of £20; and six other
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officers, lower down the scale, received in-
creases of £20 each. Thirty-four officers
received increases of £10 ecach, anl one
officer received an increase of £15. If
would also be noticed that, in addition to
the increased amount for salaries, there
was an cxtra amount for contingencies, which
was really the result of the prosperity of
Queensland; making a total increass of

£2,304.

Mr. LENNON: It was his intention to
move a rcduction in that vote. He men-
tioned that fact so that there would be no
surprise on the other side, but in the mean-
time he would like to ssv that increases
appeared to be pretty general in that depart-
ment. They were not saying anything about
the capabilities of Mr. Brady at all; but
throughout the whole service there was
much eagerness displayed on the part of
the Government, to use a colloquial phrase,
to “grease the fat pig.”’ The Government
had put down the permanent head of the
department for a rise of £100 a year, but
other men hud to be content with a £10 rise,
or no rise at all, or, as he instanced on
another vote, with £3 12s. 6d. He noticed
that the watehman only received £130. It
was quite possible that the watchman might
be regarded somewhat as a life pensioner,
and, being an old man, was not entitled to a
very big increase of pay, vet ‘there were
five night watchmen at £108 a year. If they
were strong, vigorous men that was not a
very big salary for them.

The SecrETARY FOR PuBLic Works: Thy
position of night watchman is usually given
to men who are rot physically fit for any-
thing else.

Mr. LENNON said he put in the saving
clause that they might be regurded as
pensioners. In regard to the lift attend-
ants, that description would hardly apply
to them. There was an increase of £50
spread over five lift attendants. There was
one at £100, one at £80, one at £60, and
two at £50 a year. That was not very much,
unles: they were lads.

. The SecrETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS :
is so.

Mr. LENNON: If they were lads, that
might explain if, but because they only got
£50 a year he did not want them to stick at
that. He hoped the Secrciary for Public
Works would see that those lads, if they
deserved it, got an increase. Personally,
he did not think it was the proper kind of
work to put a lad to; but, unfortunately,
all boys could not be choosers. Very often
they were the breadwinners for their mothers,
and they were driven to some kind of
employment whereby they might contribute
to the common fund of the family. The
increase in travelling expenses and postages
was no doubt brought about by the in-
creased work of the department. As he had
already stated, not for the purpose of sin-
gling out Mr. Brady any more than they
had singled out the heads of other depart-
ments, it was his duby, as a protest against
the system of the Government in giving
increases, to which the Opposition had
objected in the past and would continue to
object to, unless a change be made, to move
that the vote be reduced by £1.

Mr. MANN: While one might largely
agrec with the remarks of the deputy leader
of the Opposition in what he said with
regard to increases, personally he might

Mr. Mann.]

That
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not be so much against that increase if the
increascs had been given in the manner they
advocated.

Mr. Mvurpry: That is cxactly what the
deputy leader of the Opposition said.

Mr. MANN: He was not arguing that
Mr. Brady was not worth £900 a year—he
might be worth £1,000 a year. He would

have been pleased to see Mr. Brady
appointed chairman of the Water and
Sewerage Board at £1,000 a year. There

seemed to be a system of putting all
the Under Seccretaries on the one level, no
matter what they were worth. A man like
Mr. Scott should get £1,200 or £1,400 a
vear if the Under Secretary to the Chief
Secretary got £600. The Government should
pay a salary in relation to the work, and
where they had good men who did a lot of
work, by all means give a good salary, but
he did not believe in putting all the Under
‘Secretaries on the one level. He claimed
that the Under Secretaries in the Home
Department, Works Department, Treasury
Department, and the Lands Department did
perhaps ten times as much work as the
Under Secretary in the Chief Sccretary’s
Department. That was the attitude he took
up in the matter, and he wanted it clearly
understood that, while he was voting with
‘the Opposition in that matter, he did not say
for one moment that Mr. Brady was over-
paid—he was protesting aginst the rule-of-
thumb method of the Government in putting
all the Under Secretaries on the one level
"That was very little encouragement to men
to do good work in his department. He
wished to bring under the notice of the
Minister, as he had last year, the miserable
salaries paid to the lift attendants. One
was down for £100 a year, onc at £80, and
one at £60. £100 a year was nothing like
the salary that they should pay to a married
man with a family. The man in charge of
the lift was always civil and courtcous, and
he did his work well and, possibly, more
carefully than a younger man would. The
Minister would be well advised if he put
down an increase on the Supplementary
Estimates, and he appealed to the kindly
nature of the Minister to do so.

Mr. PETRIE (T oombul) was opposed to the
amendment to reduce the Under Secretary’s
salary. Some years ago he (Mr Petrie) was
a member of the Royal Commission appointed
in connection with works, and the recom-
mendation he made was that the TUnder
Secretary at the head of the Works Depart-
ment should be a professional man, and that
recommendation was carried out. Mr. Brady
occupied that position, and it was not too
much to pay him £900 a year. He was worth
more than that. and if he went ocutside the
service in carrying on his profession he would
make considerably more than he was doing
while in the Government service. He did not
know why the reduction was proposed, ex-
cept that it meant that no matter what the
‘Government did the Opposition was going
against them.

Mry. Murpuy: No.
Opposition.

Mr. MaNN: You should pay more to the
lower-paid servants first.

Mr. PETRIE: He was quite with members
opposite in wishing to see bigger salaries
paid to the lower-paid servants, but they had
members on the other side who allowed men

[Mr. Mann.
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in the service to remain on £1 5s. a week.
In fact, they had them in Parliament House
getting that salary. While he agreed chat
those in the lower grades should be paid
more, he considered that Mr. Brady was not
being paid a bit too much.

Mr. FORSYTH: It was not too much to
pay £900 to Mr. Brady. The deputy leader
of the Opposition had some banking and com-
mercial experience, and ke knew that the
manager in charge of those businesses got
a larger increase in salary than the men
working under him when the salaries were
revised during the year. Mr. Brady was one
of the ablest Under Secretaries they had in
the State, and when they came to look at
the amount of work done by the department
they would see that he was not by any means
overpaid. Last year there was :£266,936
worth of work done by the Works Depart-
ment. That included all classes of work.
They received from the Commonwealth Go-
vernment £2,643 10s, 11d. as commission for
carrying out Commonwealth public works,
and that sum was paid into the State con-
solidated revenue. The appropriation for the
last year for the department was £15,000 odd,
so that the mnet cost to the Government for
carrying out that work was something like
£13,041, which represented 5 per cent. of the
total work carried out by the department
during the year. Now, that was not too
much for carrying on such a department as
that. He did not know if the deputy leader
of the Opposition had looked through the
departmental report, as if he did he would
see the following summary of work performed
during the financial year:—

Number.
Plans prepared ... e 2,533
Heliographic copies of plans made... 4,142
Specifications written 646

Copies of specifications made ... 3,825
Preliminary sketch, plans, and esti-

mates prepared
Detailed estimates prepared ... 477
Letters, reports, and telegrams re-

ceived and despatched ... ... 26,839
Vouchers examined and certified to... 10,703
Cheques drawn ... AT
Remittances and advices despatched 4,553

That showed that there must be an enormous
amount of work carried out in the depart-
ment. They had also a large amount of work
to carry out in the coming year. There was
the building of the University and Central
Technical College and other buildings, and it
would be all carried out under the control of
the Works Department.

Mr. LennNoN: And all for the aggrandise-
ment of Brisbane.

Mr. FORSYTH: If they looked through
the report they would see the large number
of schools and other buildings that had been
constructed during the year, which showed
that money had been spent all over
Queensland. There were also many contracts
carried out. Page 8 showed the enormous
number of contracts carried out. Page 4
also gave the expenditure on buildings dur-
ing the year. They must remember that all
the Commonwealth work was carried out
by the department as well. Then why move
a reduction? Mr. Brady was not in the or-
dinary sense an Under Secretary. He was an
expert engineer and architect. He agreed
with the hon. member for Toombul that if
Mr. Brady went outside the service he would
get more than he received from the Govern-
ment.
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
He would give the amounts paid to the offi-
cers in the other States. In New South Wales
the Under Secrctary for Works received
£1,000, and the Government Architect £1,064,
making a total of £2,064 for doing the same
work that Mr. Brady did.

Myr. LENNoON: You could also add My, Pye’s
salary to that, foo.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
There was a saving in the department, as
they received a percentage for doing the
Commonwealth work, all of which was carried
out by the department. In Vietoria the Un-
der Secretary received £800, and the Govern-
ment Architect £1,000, making £1,800 in all.

So it would be seen that the

{7.30 p.m.] salaries in Queensland were not

. out of the way when they con-
sidered the magnitude of the work that had
to be performed. With regard to the lower-
paid officers, he might say that while he was
in charge of the department he would always
be most careful to see that the men at the
bottom of the tree received special considera-
tion. All the officers at the bottom of the
tree were getting increases on that vote.

. Mr. Many: The liftmen are not receiving
increases.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS :
With those exceptions, they all recsived
increases, and he might mention that
one of the liftmen was occasionally absent
through infirmity. The women who were
employed in cleaning had received special con-
sideration during the past year, because he
felt it to be his duty, as Minister, to try to
help those who were least able to help them-
selves, and that would be the policy of the
department.

Mr. PAYNE (Mitchell): The hon. member
for Moreton pointed out that the cosi of the
work done by the department did not exceed
the cost of similar work outside. Nobody dis-
puted that. The reason for moving the
amendment was to express their disapproval
of the treatment accorded to the men who
did the bulk of the work of the department.
He thought it was the duty of the depart-
ment to see that every man employed got a
living wage. He felt certain that a number
of the lower-paid officers did a great deal of
the enormous amount of work performed by
the department. Why, then, were they not
given a living wage? Xe saw men down
there at £50 a year.

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: What age?

Mr. PAYNE: He could not tell what their
ages were.

The TrEASURER: They are probationers, as
2 rule.

Mr. PAYNE: He had been told something
similar in other cases, and on making in-
quiries he had found that the officers were
married men.

The SECRETARY FOR PUusric Worxs: All the
juniors and all the officers, with the exception
of those specially referred to to-night, are
receiving increases. ¢

Mr. PAYNE thought the head of a depart-
ment should ascertain if an officer was a
married man, and give him a living wage, or,
if he was not worth a living wage, sack him.
He might go to somethng else at which he
would do better.

The TREASURER: Would you sack all those
liftmen?

Hon. E. B. ForresT: He would send them
to Dunwich.
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Mr. PAYNE: No; he would not send them
to Dunwich. The public service system was
a rotten system. ¥rom, their very infancy
right up to manhood members of the public
service had the notion that it was a good
thing to get into the public service—that if
they could get on the permanent staff they
would be right for all time—and then when
they came to manhood they had not the
There
were men in the public service who would do
very much better than they were doing if
they only had the courage to strike out for
themselves in outside employment.

Hown. R. PHILP complimented the Minis-
ter on the fact that he had given increases
to all the officers in his department. The
amounted voted for this oflice last year was
$£15,826, and this year they were asked to
vote £18,130, an increase of £2,304. It should
be remembered that the junior draftsmen
were learning a profession, and that if they
learnt that profession in a private office they
would probably have to pay a premium of
£200 or £300 instead of keing paid a salary.
The draftsmen in the department were paid
from £160 to £27¢ per annum, and inspectors
of works from £250 to £280 per annum. The
Deputy Government Architect was receiving
£490, which was a much bigzer salary than
had been paid for years past to that officer.
He agreed with the hon. member for Mitchell
that it was not a good thing to put a lad
into the public service, where payment was
mostly dependent upon length %f service, and
where men were cramped in their opportuni-
ties. If he had a boy he would not put him
in the public service. It was a misfortune for
any lad to go into the public service, as he
had not the same show there as he had in
outside employment. The Government were.
however, to be complimented upon the in-
creases given in this office this year, and upon
the fact that they were getting the work done
so well. Qutside people had to pay an
architect 5 per cent. and pay an inspector as
well, so that the cost of working the depart-
ment was very reasonable. There was no one
more keen than the Minister himself in
giving officers advances in salary, if he could
do it, and instead of grumbling at him they
ought to commend him for his action.

Mr. LESINA did not agree with those who
considered that Mr. Brady was not worth the
salary put down for him.

3Ir. Lenxox: Nobody said anything of the
sort. .

Mr. LESINA : If any objection could be taken
to the increase, it counld only be on the ground
of increases not being made lower down.

The SECRETARY ¥OR PUBLIC WoORKS: They
have been made lower down.

Mr. LESINA: So even that was not an
argument against the increase to Mr. Brady.
He thought there was just as much objection
to sweating the man at the lop as there was
to sweating the man at the bottom; and he
held to the opinion that a man should be paid
the worth of his work. The department was
doing excellent work under .Mr. Brady,
and s the worlk and responsibility were in-
creasing, now was a good time to increase
the salary. Hs rose to refer to another
matter. The other day he asked the Pre-
mier a question in reference to the cost of
additions, ete., to the temporary Government
House at Fernberg, and the Premier referred
him to a reply given to MMr. May on the

15th July.
Mr. Lesina.]
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The ACTING CHAIRMAN: That comes
undsr the next vote, which includes an
amount for * Fernherg.”

Mr. LESINA: He desired to discuss it on

the fir:t vote, on which they generaliy took
all grievances in conneciion with the admin:s-
tration of the depariment; bus if he could
not discuss it now, he would deal with it on
the wote for ‘* Buildings.”
* Mr. CORSBER (Harylorough): The refer-
ence by the deputy leader of the Opposition
to * greasing the fat pig” might convey a
wrong impression as being directed agalnst
the Under Secretary.

Mr. LuxNON: It was a remark applying
generally to all the highly-paid officers.

Mr. CORSER : Any professional man of the
same class as §r. Brady would recsive quite
as much as was proposed to be given to him
in any other Siate of Australia. If there was
an objection to paying him £903 as a highly-
paid officer, why was there not an objection to
paying other professional men, such as the
judges and members of the Land Court, high
salaries? Professional men of special abiliy
should te paid by the Government the same
as they would be paild in any other depars
ment or mevcantile establishment. e re-
gretted very much to hear the remarks
of the hon. membker for DJMitchell, because
there were in the servicc men physically
unfit to go outside and earn their living,
but able to attend to a lift; and there
was no good reason why they should be dis-
missed to make room for able-bodied men
who were able to make a living outside.
The members who talked about the Under
Secretary in the Chief Secrctary’s Depart-
ment not having as much to do as other
Under Secretaries did not understand the
position ; and it would be better if they would
find out a little more on the subjesct before
making such statements.

Hon. E. B, FORREST (Brishane North)
understood that the reduction of £1 was
moved as a protest against the incrcase to
the Under Secretary, but the deputy leader
of the Opposition said it was nothing of the
sort. If it was not that, what was it?

Mr. Hamroron: A protest against men in
high positions having their salaries raised
while those in the lower positions were left
without increases.

Hon. E. B. FTORREST: It had already
been said by the Minister that everybody in
this department had an increase.

Mr. Hawmirton: Some of them are very
small.

Hox. E. B, FORREST: They could not
expect an officer receiving £60 or £70 a year
to get an increase of £100. As far as he
could judge, a very fair thing had been done,
and it reflected a great deal of credit on the
Minister. Coming back to Mr. Brady: first
of all he was Under Secretary; in addition to
that he was Government Architect.

Mr. Nevizr: He has a deputy.

Hon. E. B. FORREST: Everything had to
be supervised by the head. and the head was
Mr. Brady. It was Mr. Brady who designed
the Victoria Bridge, one of the finest struc-
tures in Australis. He also had charge of
works for the Federal Government, for which
Queensland was paid £2,907. :

Mr. ALLEN: He is only one who does work
for the Federal Government.

How. E. B. FORREST: Naturally he could
not do all the work of the department.

Several HoNoUurRABLE MEMBERS interjecting,

[Mr. Lesina.
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The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Order! The
hon. member for Brisbane North is making a
speech, and I hope hs will be allowed to pro-
ceed without interruption.

Hox. E. B. FORREST: They were told
that Mr. Brady did not do aill the work;
nobody dreamed that he did all the work.

Mr. ALen: I did not say that.

Hox. E. B. FORREST: He was the Under
Secretary for Works. He had a deputy to
assist him, but he was responsible for the
worlk. In addition to that, he supervised all
the work connected with the buildings in
the Commonwealth Department. Surely a
man occupying these three positions was
worth the salary they were giving him!
There were going to be a great many more
public buildings here than in the past, if
the State progressed as it did now, and for
that reason Mr. Brady was entitled to more
than he was getting. £800 was little enough
as Under Secretary; and, i1f he had his way
he would give him anotner £500 a yecar at
least for doing all the architectural work.
It was a popular delusion on the other side
of the House that nobody could earn as
much money as this.

Mr. NevirT: That is not so.
di‘ws»ﬂlf.)

Hon., E. B. FORREST: If they wanted
proof of it he could quote Hansard to that
effect. He would like to see the vote passed
at once.

Mr. NEVITT: The hon. member who had
just resumed his seat and the hon. member
for Maryborough implied that members on
this side were reflecting on Mr. Brady’s
ability, simply because a reduction of £1
vas moved in the vote, but it was nothing
of the kind. They realised just as well as
those members that Mr. Brady was a very
capable officer, and were equally as well
prepared to pay him a substantial salary;
but this reduction of £1 had been moved
as a protest against the policy of raising
the salaries of the majority of the Under
Secretaries this year by £100 and some by £50,
when they got a similar increasc last year,
while a great many in the lower branches
of the service were not getting living wages.
The Minister said that every lower-paid
servant in this department had got a riss,
but that did not alter the fact of the general
policy of the Government. Some Under
Secretaries had got a £100 increase last
vear and £100 this year, while there were
thousands of men who were only earning
6s. or 6s. 6d. a day, and that was the reason
why the reduction was moved. The expendi-
ture in connection with the chief office and
staff had increased by over £2,000 for the
present year, and yet they had only to
supervise works of about half the value.
Last vear it was £166,000, to supervise which
it cost £16,226. This year there was £87,376.
on the Estimates, and it cost for supervision
£18,130.

Hon. R. Pamp: You are not including
loan money. There are buildings being built
out of loan money, and they have to super-
vise that work too.

Mr. NEVITT: There was another matter
to which he referred when the Dunwich vote
was going through, but he did not get satis-
faction, and it was more appropriate on
this vote. He had asked what was the
contract price for the building of the laundry
%r%dénlititchen at Dunwich? The reply was

,671.

(Opposition
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The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Owder!
That wiil come more appropriately on the
next vote, for ¢ Buildings.”

Mr. SOMERSET (Stanley): One impor-
tant point which seemed to have beon over-
looked by hon. members was that Mr. Brady
was responsible for the scientific construc-
tion of bridges. Where shire councils ap-
plied for a loan from the Government to
build bridges, plans and specifications had
to be passed, and frequently drawn, by Mr.
Brady. He knew at least of two instances
in which the construction of bridges had
been considerably improved by Mr. Brady,
and probably if it had not been for that they
g‘ould not have stood the floods as they had

one.

Mr. ALLEN (Bulloo) approved of the
amendment on the ground that in the vari-
ous departments of the State there was quite
a number of people being sweated. While
there was one individual in the service being
sweated, he was going to record his vote
agalnst any increase to any officers in the
service who were already receiving more
than £500 a year. It had been argucd that
the Under Secretary under discussion did
an ummense amount of work, but he was
not the only person who «did that. Why should
an Under Secrctary with £800 a year get
an increase, when this miserly Government
would not even pay gatekeepers who kept
the post offices a penny a week more? The
argument used in favour of this increase
was that this officer did a certain amount
of work for the Federal departments for
which the State reccived pay; but in other
departments where the State gob  money
from the Federal authorites for doing cer-
tain work they did not give a penny piece
extra. He could quote the case of the wife
of a lengthsman who looked after a railway
station. )

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: The hon.
member is quite right in bringing it in as
an illustration: but I hope he is not going
to enlarge upon it. )

Mr. ALLEN did nof intend to be more
than two minutes. In this instance the wife
of this lengthsman was getting a shilling or

two a week looking after the

[8 p.m.] station. The Iocal storekeeper

kept the post office, for which he
got £24 a year. The State took it over and
got the £24 a vear, and they put this work
on the lengthsman’s wife, and she did mnot
get a penny extra. She was kept working
very long hours, but she did not get one
penny of the £24 that was paid by the
Federal Government to the State.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Order!
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
rose to a point of order. Was the hon. mem-

ber in order in dealing with that question on
this vote?

The ACTING CHAIRMAN : T have alrcady
pointed out to the hon. member that he would
be in order in bringing it in as an illustra-
tion, but that he would not ke in order in
enlarging on it. The question before the
Committee is the reduction in the vote.

Mr., ALLEN: He had just referred to the
kald facts of the case. He was showing how
the Government adopted a sweating system
with recard to poorly-paid officials, whilst
their supporters were urging that hecause
.this officer did extra work for the Federal
‘Government ‘he should get extra pay.

19106 T
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Hon. R. Prirr: Do you really want to help.
this woman? .
Mr. ALLEN: Yes
not know who 1t was.
Hon. R. PaiLr: Have you sesn the Com-
missioner for Railways about her?

Mr. ALLEN: No. He could not bring «
couple of hundred cases kefore the Commiis-
sioner for Railways. The whole gystem was
wrong. He was opposed to this increase on
that ground alone. When the Ilower-paid
officers of the State were paid properly, he
would be prepared to vote for this increase of
£100 a year, but not till then.

Mr. KEOGH: Ever since he entered Par-
liament he had been opposed to increases to
the higher-paid officers whilst the lower-paid
servants of the State did not receive adequate
riscs. He was not going to say that Mr.
Brady was not entitled to the rise. The
Labour party had been consistent in their
attitude on this question all through; and he
believed that, if his friends on the Govern-
ment side were to state their rcal feelings, it
would be found that they were with the
Labour party in regard to large increascs to
the hcads of department: at a time when
those at the bottom of the ladder got nothing..
The Government wers doing very wrong 1w
adoptine the course they had done. He was
decidedly opposed to these large increases to
highly-paid officers, when it was the lower-
paid men who did all the work. Was this
‘centleman any more competent to fill his
position than the lower men were to il their
spheres? Not a bit, Mr. Brady was a very
nice gentlemanly fellow and all that sort of
thing, but he did not see why he should re-
ceive £100 a year more when the lower-paid
men received nothing extra.

The SECRETARY For PUBLIC Works: That
is not so. The hon. member is not correct.

Mr. KEOGT: He would like the Minister
to show him where the lower-paid men re-
ceived anything. They did not pay them a.
living wage. His contention had always been
that the man who did the work received very
small pay, but the ‘‘Lah-di-dah” man -the
“ Great I am”-—the man who did not do the
work—got all the money. While he had a
seat in that Chamber he would always raise
his voice against that kind of thing. He up-
held the stand taken in the matter by the
Labour party. Of course there was not the
slightest possibility of the amendment being
carried. It was a foregone conclusion that
the Estimate must pass as it stood. Still, if
he had his will, his vote would certainly be
against these rises to the highly-paid men
while the lower-paid men werc not adequately
remunerated, because he could not see that
the dearer man did any more work. The
lower-paid man did all the work, and the
man at the top got all the kudos and all the
money. ¥e hoved his friend on the Trea-
sury bench would see that men were paid &
living waze, because, until, that was done,
the nublic service wonld not be what it ough*
to be. They were buttering the bread of
the man at the top on both sides, whilst they
were not sivino a bit of butter at all to the
man at the bottom.

Hon. R. PHILP could only say that the
Estimates showed that the men all through
were better paid than when the Labour party
were supporting the Government. When he
was in office, his Government had pretty well
cut the Estimates down to the bone, but when
the Government which was supported by the
Labour. party came into power, they were not

Hon. R. Philp.),

The Government did
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satisfied with what had been done. They ap-
pointed a board of inquiry, and that board re-
commended further reductions, which were
supported by the Labour party. One unfor-
tunate typist whom his Government had paid
£52 a year had £2 taken off her salary.

Mr. Lesina: We did not take that £2 ff.

Hon. R. PHILP: No; but the hon. nieniher
supported the Government that took it off.

Mr. HamivToN: She could not pass the
examination, and that was the reason for the
reduction.

Hox. R. PHILP: The hon. member for
Bulloo cited a case, and said that he was in
sympathy with the unfortunate woman, but
he had not said a word to the Commissioner
for Railways about it. If the hon. member
wished to help the woman, he would have
gone to the Commissioner, who probably
knew nothing about the matter. But, no; he
wants to bring it up in this House to show
what an unfortunate martyr he is, and that
he was doing his level best for the people
outside. The action of the hon. member
showed that he had no intention at all of
helping that unfortunate woman. TIn that
department the Minister had increased the
salary of every officer except the five night
watchmen, who had received increases last
year. What fault could be found with that? The
Estimates showed that more money was being
paid to the public servants than had been
paid during the last ten years. The Com-
mittee ought to congratulate the Secretary for
Public Works on doing so well by the officers
of his department.

Mr. FOLEY (Touwnsville): A good deal of
exception seemed to have been taken by mem-
bers on the Government side in regard to the
amendment. Members of the Labour party
had no fault to find with Mr. Brady, neither
did they take exception to the salary he was
receiving. They were quite prepared to admit
that Mr. Brady might be worth all that the
Minister proposed to give him, but what they
did say was that other officers of the depart-
ment were not getting a living wage. He
wanted to know from the Minister what were
the ages of those clerks who were getting
£100, £90, and £70 a year.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIc WORKS: They
are mostly cadets.

Mr. FOLEY : No. There were cadet drafts-
men-—one at £50 and two at £3% a year—lower
down. He wished to know when this demo-
cratic Government were going to pass a law,
the same as the Federal Government had
done, to say that all persons who had been
in the service for three years, and had attained
the age of twenty-one years, should get a
salary of at least £110 a year. How could a
man get married if he only recieved a miser-
able £70 or £80 a year? The powers that be
complained that the population was not in-
creasing in sufficient numbers, and yet they
put obstacles in the way of young men getting
married by paying them a wage on which
they could not keep themselves, much less a
wife and family. Until those people received
a living wage he would oppose any increase of
£100 to men who were already getting more
than a living wage. He believed in good
salaries all the time, but he certainly com-
plained about the lower-paid servants not
getting a living wage. If that was under-
stood by members on the opposite side, they
would give the Labour party credit for endea-
vouring to see that a living wage was paid
throughout the whole service, and if that £100
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was taken off Mr. Brady and divided between
the lower-paid officers, it would go a long way
towards bringing their wages up to a living
wage, and Mr. Brady would still have suffi-
cient on which to live comfortably.

Mr. TOLMIE: With all due respect to
members on both sides of the House, he would
offer a suggestion. Hon. members had spoken
of Mr. Brady in terms of praise for the work
he had done, and Mr. Brady was justly en-
titled to the kind things that had been said of
him. The deputy leader of the Opposition had
moved a reduction in the vote of £1, not that
he had any ill-feeling towards the permanent
head of the department, but because of prin-
ciple. That principle had been discussed by
members on both sides of the Chamber, and
under the circumstances it would be a reason-
able thing to allow a vote to be taken upon it,
because the protest was made through the
division rather than through any speeches that
might be made in Committee. There were a
number of Estimates yet to be discussed. The
Estimates this year could hardly be described
as a roley-poley, inasmuch as in a roley-poley
all the fjam was in the centre, but in the Esti-
mates they found the jam at both ends.

Myr. LesiNa: No; the jamb will be at one
end. (Laughter.)

Mr. TOLMIE: It was advisable to curtail
discussion on the Hstimates as much as pos-
sible, in order that hon. members would have
an opporbunity of discussing other depart-
ments.

Mr. HamiLToN: You want to get at the
Secretary for Railways over the Drayton
deviation.

Mr. TOLMIE: They had only five days in
which to discuss the Estimates, and he would
offer the suggestion that hon. members should
allow a vote to be taken, so that there would be
time for a discussion on some of the other Esti-
mates, because he gathered from -the remarks
of hon. members that they took no exception
to this particular vote, but that they wished
to protest against increasing the salaries of
the Under Secretaries by a considerable
amount, and not increasing other salaries pro-
portionately. That, he understood, was the
principle at stake. There was an amendment
before the Committee which would enable
that objection to be taken, and he thought it
was a reasonable thing that they should come
to some decision on the matter.

Mr. ALLEN: In reply to the hon. member
for Townsville, he quoted the case——

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Order! The
hon. member cannot deal now with a matter
that properly comes under the Railway Esti-
mates. If the hon. member wants to make
a personal explanation he may do so, but he
must be brief and to the point.

Mr. ALLEN: He wished to make a per-
sonal explanation. The reason he mentioned
the case was not to get kudos—not to attempt
to score a point—but to condemn the system
of the Government, and he resented the
charge of insincerity made by the hon. mem-
ber for Townsville against him.

The ACTING CHAIBRMAN: The hon.
member has now dealt with his personal ex-
planation. Does the hon. member wish to
address himself to the question before the
Committee?

Mr. ALLEN: He just had a few words to
add. There was nothing in the charge of
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insincerity made against him. He had a
lotter from a person interested in the case.
It was dated 22nd of July, and said—

Mr, Allen, I woul@ be very pleased that you should
be very discreet in interviewing the railway people re
that case, as she is awluliy afraid of beiug shifted.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Order! I
think that concludes the personal explanation.
The question before the Committee is the
reduction of the vote.

Mr. COYNE asked the Minister what was
the reason that there were night watchmen
down at £108, while there were two day
watchmen who received £130 and £120 re-
spectively. It was far more dangerous to
watch at night.

The SECRETARY FOR PrUBLIc WoORKS: One
man is in charge.

Mr. COYNE: What about the second man?
Was he in charge, too, as he also received
more than the night watchman?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC Worgs: He is
senior to them.

Mr. COYNE: They were always beaten by
that remark of seniority. Whether the £120
man served a greater number of years or not,
the men working at night should receive as
much pay as those engaged in the daytime.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
The hon. member for Warrego was wrong in
saying that the night watchman receiving
£108 had been in the service for a greater
number of years than the day watchman.

Mr., Coyne: I never said any such thing.
I said even if the other man were in the

service longer, the night watchman should get
as muéeh as him.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS :
He pointed out that some of the men engaged
as night watchmen were aged, and not physi-
cally fit for any other work. He believed it
was the hon. member for Mitchell who said
that if 2 man was not fit for work he should
make way for somebody else. As long as he
was in charge of the Works Department, if
a man was aged and was capable of doing that
class of work, he was .not going to kick him
out. (Hear, hear!) It would be an exceed-
ingly improper position to take up, as there
might be some men quite capable of acting
as night watchmen and 1ift attendants and yet
not capable of doing manual work.
policy of the department, consistently with
seeing the work properly performed, should
be one of sympathy with the men working in
the department. He would read the amounts
paid by the department. to show that there
was no sweating, and he believed that even
the leader of the Opposition would then feel
compelled to withdraw his amendment. He
had already referred to Mr. Brady and Mr.
Pye. The inspectors received from £240 to
£280, according to length of service, The
draftsmen—and hon. members should care-
fully note this—received £270, £250, £210,
£210, £200, £170, £270, £230, £210, and £200,
and there was one position to be filled at
£180. Then there was one at £170, and one
at £160. The hon. member for Mitchell also
referred to what he called small salaries, but
they were for the cadets. The cadets were
paid according to a scale fixed by the Public
Service Board, and afterwards they got a
vise. The junior draftsmen received £90 and
£80, and a lady who had just come into the
department received £60.

- Mr. Forry: Tell us the ages of the juniors.
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
The hon. member must know that it was a
rather delicate matter to give the age of a
lady. (Laughter.) There was a cadet who
got £39, but who was shifted to the Workers’
Dwellings Board, and now received £70 or
£80. There were two other cadets at £39;
the accountant received £360; chief clerk,
£300. Then there were clerks at £180, £170,
£150, and £100, two typists at £100, foreman
of works at £200, plankeeper, £150, and mes-
senger, £100—that was Mr. Carmody, who was
known to most hon. meémbers. The assistant

messenger was down at £70,

[8.30 p.m.] whom hon. members would re-

member was a voung man, and
he received a rise of £10. The lift engineer
got £220, and Ilift attendants various sums,
according to age, £80, £60, £50, and £50.
They were only young people. In view of the
great number of Estimates to get through, he
hoped hon. members would let the vote go.

Question—That £18,129 only (Mr. Lennon’s
amendment to reduce the vote by £1) be
granted, put; and the Committee divided:—

AYFs, 23,
Mr. Allen Alr, May
,» Barber 5 Mullan
, PBreslin 5 Murphy
, Covne +» MeLachlun
5 Urawiord » Nevitt
,» Terricks . O'Sullivan
, Toley ,» layne
, Hamilton » Ryan
. lluunter, J. M. 5 Ryland
, Land ,» Theodore
,» Lennon »  Winstanley
Mann

»
Tellers : Mr. Crawford and Mr. Nevitt.

Nors, 29,

Mr, Allan Mr, Hodge

, Appel ,» Hunter, D.
,  karoes, W, Ii. » Kidston
» Bouchsid ,» Morgan

5 Brennan , Paget

,, Bridges s Petrie

;s Onrser » Philp

5 Cottell » Roberts
s Cribb ,» Somerseb
s Denham , Stodart

,s Forrest » Swayne

,y Forsyth ,» Tolmie

,» Grayson 5 Walker

» Gunn 5 Wienlkolt

, Hawthorn
Tellers: Mr, Hodge and Mr, Roberts.

PATRS.
Ayes—Mr, Blair, Mr. Lesina, and Mr. Douglas.
Noes—Mr. Rankin, Mr. Thorn, and Mr. Mackintosh,
Resolved in the negative.

Question—That £18,130 be granted—put and
passed.

BUILDINGS.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
moved that £87,376 be granted for ¢ Build-
ings.” There was a decrease of £79,960 in this
vote as compared with the amount voted last
year. Last year the sum of £50,000 was put
down for a University, and, of course, that
did not appear again this year.

Myr. Lenvon: Has it been expended?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
That was a question which should properly be
put to the Treasurar. When the Treasurer’s
Estimates came on he would be able to ex-
plain all about that particular amount.

Mr. MourpaY: That is exactly what he
could not do.

Hon. W.H. Barnes.]
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
There was a reduction in theitem * General
repairs, painting, improvements, and inci-
dentals’” from £25,000 to £12,500. There was
also a reduction in the item ‘ School Build-
ings and Additions, Improvements, Furni-
ture, Repairs, and Painting” from £40,000
to £25,000. He ought to explain that some
of the money voted last year had been spent
during the carly part of the present financial
vear, and the work carried out last year was
very much larger than the work carried out
in any previous year within his recollection.

Mr. LesiNa: What did you spend on schools
last year?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
The work was kept within bounds last year.

Mr. Lesiva: The Auditor-General says you
spent £46,000 on a vote of £40,000.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
Some payments were made from loan and
some from revenue.

Mr. LesiNa: Why build some schools from
loan and some from revenue?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
Sometimes it was convenient to pay for
schools out of loan. There were some moneys
received from the sale of wchool properties
which were paid into revenue account. For
instance, there was a property occupied by
one of the leading schools. There was also a
Iarge school rescrve there—he referred to
Allora—but for many reasons it was an un-
desirable site for a school. Among other
reasons, there was the fact that it was in
close proximity to a hotel and right in the
very heart of the town. The proceeds from
the sale of that property would not go to
the Hducation Department, but would be paid
into revenue account, so that while on the
one hand there was a debit against the de-
partment, on the other it was not credited
with the amount received from that property.
With the work of the University and a con-
siderable amount of other work in hand, the
department had found it difficult to get suffi-
clent draftsmen, and so considered it desir-
able to ease down a liftle; but he could
assure the Committee that close attention
would be given to all deserving cases in con-
nection with schools and other institutions.

. Mr. LENNON: The Minister had given no
}n\‘orm‘a@on as to the £10,000 down for
‘Technieal College Buildings (four-fifths
wost),”” which appeared to he new expendi-
ture. Would the general public be called
upon to contribute the other fifth?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLI(
WORKS: It was customary for the general
public, where technical colleges were not put
up absolutely by the Government, 1o find
one-filth. The £10,000 was not a new item.
If the hon. gentleman would look at the fol-
lowing page he would see the separate
amounts that were voted for several colleges
last year, but this year a lump sum was put
down.

Mr. LENNON: It seemed to him that this
was something like a blind. If the expendi-
ture was in Brisbane. the whole of it would
eventually be borne by the Government; hut
if it was in North Quecensland he was satisfied
they would take care that one-Gfth was con-
tributed by the public.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: Quite
uncalled for.

Mr. LENNON: There was a large reduc-
tion in the vote as compared with last year,
but the amount of work done last year was
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abnormal. There was nothing in the vote on
which he desired to speak. . It was not part
of his business to condemn anything unless
his condemnation was justified.

Mr. LESINA liked to see public moncy
expended on works necessary for carrying orm
the business of the country. In connectiom
with the vote for ¢ School Buildings and Ad-
ditions, Improvements, Furniture, Repairs,
and Painting,” he asked whether the fvli
vote was expended last year, and he was told
that it had not been excceded; but the Andi
tor-General said it had been exceeded; and
thdender Secretary, on page 8 of his repaort,
said—

During the ysar contracts were let for 43 new
State schools, which are mow either completed or
in progress; considerable additions have been
made to 14 State schools; and the erection of 23
playsheds in various parts of the Htate have beew
completed or commenced. The expenditure for the
vear on State schonls amounts to £52,916 Is. 16d.,
which is the heaviest expenditure in any one year
in the history of the State.

According to the Auditor-General, the total
was £46,223 11s. 8d. Another matter o
which he would like some information was the-
differentiation in making payments for Iand
and payments for buildings. Take the New
Farm State School, for instance. The sum of
£740 was paid for additions to the school, and
it was paid out of loan. The amount of £73%
6s. 3d. was paid for the purchase of land, and
it came out of revenue. In somec cases land
was paid for out of loan and buildings out of
revenue, What was the reason for having no
general principle? He thought schools should
be paid for out of revenue and not out «f
loan. Another matter to which he wished tor
refer was the expenditure on ‘‘ Fernberg.”
He recently asked the Premier the following
questions ;—

1. What is the total cost to date of additioms,
alterations, repairs, and painting at ‘° Fernberg,”™
temporary Government House?

2. The total cost of metalling, gravelling, and:
rolling roadways?

3. Cost of fencing?

4. Cost of the secondary battery?

5. Cost of installing the clectric light?

6. Cost of constructing tennis court?

7. Cost of new carpet and linolenm?

8. Cost of removing furniture from old Govern-
ment House?

9. Cost of three supplies of linen recently pur-
chased, and quantity of clectro-plate?

The hon. gentleman referred him to am
answer given to Mr. May on the 18th July..
That answer was in reply to a question about
a motor-car for the use of the Governor, and
was as follows:—

I think hon. members will agrce with me that it
would be more in keeping with that respeet we feel
for His Majesty's representative, and with the dig-
nity of this House, if such matters of detaﬂ‘rela.tmg
to the Governor’s establishment were raised and
discussed in proper form when the Estimates for
Government House were under comsideration.

In the British House of Commons they dis-
cussed the most trifling details in regard to
furniture for the Royal family: vet they were
told by this brummagem Czar that they could
not discuss Government House. Of course
they could. (Iear, hear!) They voted the
money, and he proposed to do it. The in-
formation he could not get then he discovered
since in Mr. Brady’s reprt, where he found
that there was £2.576 3s. for addit’omns, altera-
tion, and painting ; £280 for metalling, gravel-
ling, and rolling roadways; £142 Is. for:
secondary battery; £125 10s. for remoyal of
furniture from QGovernment House. There
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was £124 17s. 6d. installing electric licht, £80
establishing tennis court. £72 for carpet and
linoleum, £51 for fencine, £30, £81, and £686
for linen, and £62 for electro-plate. Yet
when they asked them for money to be naid
to mothers for caring for their own childven
they had not got it. Members got up on the
other side with flaming checks, and asked
where the money was coming from. Where
was it coming from to build tennis courts at
“ Fernberg,” and supply moner for electro-
plate and £128 for linen? The Minister had de-
clined to give the information, but it was sup-
plied in the report, and he hoped the informa-
tion would be made as public as possible. He
only mentioned it now because the Premier
took up the high-and-mighty stand that we
had no right to discuss these matters. If they
discussed small details in connection with the
civil list of Iis Majesty the King in the
House of Commons, a much more august
-assembly than this, surely they could discuss
the cost of the tennis court out at * Fernkerg.”
It was just as well that members shou'd take
a determined stand on this matter, otherwise
the time would come when thev would he
guilty of treason if they mentioned the (o-
vernor’s name in this Assembly.

* Mr. CORSER: There was an item of £5,500
for ““ Hospital Buildings,” or three-fifths of the
cost. He would like to ask the Minister
whether, in cases like they had had in Mary-
borough, where they had to put additional
buildings up so as to give more accommodation
for patients and on Crown lands, what amount
of money would be paid towards this expendi-
ture?

Mr. THEODORE drew the attention of the
Minister to the delay that often tock place in
the erection of buildings. Investigation
showed that this arose in many cases because
no satisfactory tenders were forthcoming. He
would have no complaint to make if there was
no way out of the difficulty, but the Minister
could remedy this evil by authorising the
construction of such buildings by day labour.
At the annual dinner of the master builders in
Brisbane on 26th September, the Minister
spoke in a way which would lead one to think
he was inclined to favour contract lakour. He
said—

Reterence had heen made to contrart labour rersvs
day labour In that conneeticn it wenld Le remems-
Dered that the Government had called@ for tenders for
the building in the Gardens, which the Works Depart-
ment estimated would cost £700. The Inwest tender
received was £1,200. T at indieated either that the
estimate was too low or the contracto's were trying 1o
get a little more out of the centraet than they should.

£1,200 as against £700! Was that more satis-
factory? Did this lead the hon. gentleman to
come to the conclusion that contract labour
was more satisfactory than day labour, or the
experience of the department in the country
where the building of schools had to be post-
poned for lengthy periods? Did he not think
he could inaugurate a system of day labour
under the supervision of the department?
The officials of the department were quite
competent to supervise the construction of
these buildings by day labour. Thev might
require an additional supervising staff in the
different parts of the State for that purpose,
but it would be more satisfactory if the build-
ings could be erected when they were required,
insfead of waliting until contractors were ready
‘o send in a tender. The officials of the de-
partment were afraid that they could not get
-competent men, but there was any amount of
labour available if the department would pro-
ceed on the lines he had indicated, and the

[18 NovEMBER.]

Supply. 2197

difficulty in obtaining material would be over-
come. He hoped the Minister would give
consideration to this matter.

Mr. D. HUNTER was not against day
labour, and the present Minister had done
more to, bring about a system of day labour
than any other Minister. At the present time
there was a great difficulty to find men for the
buildings which were going up in Brisbane.
The works foreman had asked him where he
could get good carpenters, and contractors
had often asked him where they could get
good carpenters. He knew that some mem-
bers on the front Opposition bench had the
same difficulty when they were doing their
own work; they could not find good men to
do it—not the men that they would put on
Government work,

Mr. O’SvrLivax: Why raise the question of
day labour versus contract labour?

Mr. D. HUNTER: Why did the other side
raise the question? If they had not raised it,
he would not have replied. e thought he
knew more about the building trade than any
man on the other side of the House.

Mr. Forey: I question that.

Mr. D. HUNTER: The hon. member might
know something of masonry.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. D. HUNTER: It seemed to him that
members on the other side did not like their
statements to be controverted. He main-

tainad that if the Government

{9 pm.] found it convenient to do work

by day labour they should do so;
and, &3 a matter of fact, they had made the
alterations at ‘* Fernberg” by day labour.

Mr. THEODORE: Why did the Minister
threaten to go back to the contract system?

Mr. D. HUNTER: Ie did not threaten
to do anything of the kind, but was well
advised, 1f he found that day labour was
costing more than contract labour, to go
back. If day labour could not be made to
pay, he (Mr. Hunter) would be the last to
defend it, but he knew that day labour could
be made to pay. Hon. members on the other
side voted for a reduction in the salary of the
man who was doing his best to encourage the
day-labour system.

Mr. Muwpdy: You were running round
your own side condemning all these big in-
creases.

Mr. D. HUNTER: He might condemn the
increases, but he did not condemn them for
what they were doing now. They had tried
to encourage day labour wherever it had been
proved to be a good thing. They calied
for tenders for some work not long ago. It
was going to cost something like £1,200, and
they had it done by day labour, but it had not
cost £700. IHon. members opposite knew that
wages had risen since the advent of wages
boards, although they did not like to admit it,
and the departmental Estimates probably re-
quired revision. He wanted to draw atten-
tion to the buildings being put up at the
present time. He thought the Government
were making a serious mistake in regard to
State schools. Two or three years ago he
said that the Government would be well ad-
vised if in those long schools they put in
dormer lights in the roof so as to light the
interiors sufficiently. Where a school had a
double veranda, everyone who had been in
one of them knew that the lighting was very
defective. He noticed that the Manly school
had a double veranda, and there was no light

Mr. D. Hunter.)
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in the whole of the roof, and the only light
the children got was through the lights on
the verandas and in the end. That had been
found insufficient in a good many schools, and
the department had found it necessary in the
Kangaroo Point school to put in dormer
windows. If the department were going to
put in those windows, they should put them
in when the building was being erected, be-
cause it added to the cost if they had to be
put in afterwards. He had fitted up some of
those windows, and he knew what a great
improvement they made. Once they were
put in the teachers claimed that they were a
great improvement. Ie was told that the
health officer objected to them because he
thought they were going to affect the eyes
of the children in some way.

Mr. O’SuLLivan: His opinion should be
considered.

Mr. D. HUNTER: Of course his opinion
should be considered, hut he thought the
children’s eyes should be considered too.

Mr. Nevirr: He is trying to protect them.

Mr. D. HUNTER: Of course he was. He
believed the health officer suggested a saw-
tooth roof. He believed that that sort of
roof would prove more detrimental to the
chlldren, because the light would be thrown
right down on their heads. In the case of
dormer windows the windows stood perpen-
dlcula,rz and, as the glass was frosted, it was
impossible for the light to strike the chil-
dren’s heads at all. He hoped the depart-
ment would seriously consider the question in
regard to future schools, and would not con-
tinue a blunder which would cost a great
deal of money to alter.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
With, regard to the lighting of schools, hon.
members would agree with him that the
modern type of building which was now being
put up was a vast improvement on the old
type. (Hear, hear!) He did not mean to
argue that that was a reason for not trying
to make still further improvements. In the
interests of the children, who were the most
important asset the State had, it was highly
important that every attention should be paid
to the question of lighting the schools, and
they should most certainly be guided by those
who.had experience in the matter. The sug-
gestions of the hon. member for Woolloon-
gabba would receive the careful consideration
of the department. The hon. member for
Woothakata referred to some remarks that
he (Mr. Barnes) made at a builders’ dinner.
Well, those remarks had not met with the
approval of the builders. In the conduct of
an important department like the Works
Department it was the duty of the Minister
and the officers in charge to adopt common-
sense, business lines. He would hark back
for a moment to the particular work to which
the hon. member had referred. It was the
invariable practice of the officers of the de-
partment to prepare an estimate of the cost
of every work. In connection with the build-
ing in the Gardens, the lowest tender was
very much in excess of the departmental esti-
mate. Now, he would ask hon. members if
he would have been doing a fair thing to the
country if, in the face of that fact, he had
ordered the work to be proceeded with? He
would pursue the same policy in every case.
In that case he thought it was his duty to test
the matter by puttine up the building by day
labour. Surely the hon. member would not
find fault with him for doing that!
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Mr. Mureay: How did the cost compare
with the tenders?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
The work was not yet completed, so he could
not supply the information. The hon. mem-
ber for Woolloongabba made reference to
another matter which proved conclusxvely‘
that the department were exceedingly anxious
to enable the men who worked by day labour
fo do their work under the very best condi-
tions. When he went into the department
he found—it was not the fault of any previous
Minister, but was simply due to the want of
money—that their day workers were housed
in a place that was certainly a disgrace to
the department. And hon. members could
see they had put up for them buildings which
were most suitable, and they would see thab
at least the question of day labour had not
been overlooked.

Mr. 'THEODORE: Will you extend the

system ?
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC
WORKS: The hon. member referred to

what he had said in regard to contracts.
He had nothing to retract in that connec-
tion.

Mr. LesNon: You will be more careful

next time.
The SECRETARY FOR  PUBLIC
WORKS: There seemed to be a little bit

of the Scotchman in him, as he was always
careful. The hon. member had said it was
a question as to whether the Government
should not always go in for day labour, and
he asked, Would it not be possible in remote
distriets to do that kind of thing? He (Mr.
Barnes) would point out that the supervision
would be so very great that he did not think
the time was ripe for that kind of thing.
The duty of the Government was to exercise
the closest possible supervision, and if they
thought a tender was too high, then it was
their duty to construct them in the other
way. The hon. member for Woothakata
referred particularly to the delay in con-
nection with a work for which tenders were
invited, but the tender was found to be too
high and very much above the estimate.
Hon. members would admit that the Works
Department and the Education Depart-
ment had, in connection with schools and
school buildings, been fairly active, and he
claimed they had been particularly prompt
in dealing with -matters pertaining to the
departments. The hon. member was quite
right in what he said. He referred, no
doubt, to a school in his own electorate, Put
the tender was s> very much above the
estimate that there was nothing else for the
department to do but to turn it down.

Mr. THEODORE: I say you could have in-
augurated another system and gone on with
it by day labour.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC
WORKS: That was easy enough in the
abstract, but it was not so easy in the
working out. If a tender had been accepted
that was excessive, the hon. member would—
and very properly so—have been one of the
first to complain, and might say the Govern-
ment were in league with the contractor.
Tn regard to the remarks of the hon. mem-
ber for Clermont in connection with ‘ Fern-
berg,” he (Mr. Barnes) was not aware thab
he had ever refused to answer the hon.
member any question.

Mr. Lesiva: I asked your boss.
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The SECRETARY ©FOR PUBLIC
WORKS: Some of the expenditure at
“ Fernberg” was, after all, only apparent.
Might he remind hon. members that a num-
ber of buildings were removed from old
Government House, and although the Go-
vernment had only taken a lease, with the
right to purchase, of “ Fernberg,” they had
the right to take those buildings away.

Mr. THEODORE: The hon. member referred
to the furniture.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC
WORKS: The hon. member knew gquite
well that the furnishing was no easy matter,
and he did not think the tenderer made very
much out of it.

Mr. MANN: The hon. member for Wool-
loongabba made the remark that there was a
scarcity of carpenters in Brisbane. He ad-
mitted that was so, but if the hon. member
cared to cast his mind back a few years he
would remember that in Brisbane lower
wages were paid to ocarpenters than any-
where in Queensland, and most of the car-
penters left. Even to-day there were carpen-
ters working in Brisbane for B8s. .or 9s. a
day. .

Mr. D. Hunter: Where?

Mr. MANN: He did not wish to adver-
tise any builder, but he knew of a man who
was doing work not 3 miles away who was
paying his carpenters only 9s. a day. Things
were very brisk in Brisbane just now, and
they must not take any notice of a phenoma-
nal state of things. Brisbane, like every
other city, had its ups and downs, and pos-
sibly in a couple of years there might be
many carpenters out of work. He claimed
that in spite of the scarcity of carpenters in
Brisbane their wages were not phenomenal.
He did not think any man was getting more
than 11s. a day, and many of them were
only getting 8s. or 9s. a day.

. Mr. D. Huxter: You do not understand
it.

Mr. MANN: If the hon. member did his
duty and went round Brisbane he would
find there were a number of men getting
only 8s. a day.

Hon. E. B. Forresr: I do not think you
would find a dozen, or anything like that
number.

Mr. MANN: The hon. member for Wool-
loongabba, in speaking about the lights 1n
school buildings, spoke in a very sensible
manner. The Cairns school, which was
attended by over 500 pupils, had been
erected in patches—a bit put on here and a
bit put on there—and to-day it was a stand-
ing disgrace tc the town. As he had said
earlier in he evening, every public building
in Cairns was behind requirements. The
people in Cairns were desirous of getting an
infants and girls’ school established, but,
unfortunately, they could not raise their
quota, and they desired that the building
should be erected in sections, because 1i
would be a very heavy tax on the town to
raise the money necessary, as there had been
collections for hospitals, and there was a
limit to what the people were able to sub-
seribe towards buildings. He would like the
Minister to take into consideration that fact.
and erect the proposed girly’ and infants’
school in sections. He would like the
Minister, on his next visit to Cairns; to have
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a look at the present school and see if he
could not get a decent up-to-date building
erected.

The SecreTarY FOR Pusric Works: I shall
be very glad to do so.

Mr. MANN: With regard to the question
of ““Fernberg,” that was dealt with by the
member for Clermont, but the Premier him-
self, in his wild days, when he claimed to be
a democrat, was very fond of asking ques-
tions about Government House. In fact, he
moved for a return on one occasion, but
now hon. members must only mention the
Governor with bated breath, while the hon.
member himself at one time said if it had
not been for Lady Chelmsford there would
have been no dissolution.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Order! The
action of the Government at that time does
not really come in this vote at all.

Mr. MANN: But there might be a ball-
room included in the vote, and he was point-
ing out that if they had built a ballroom at
Government House and allowed the Governor
a country seat, there would not have been an
election before——

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Order! The
matter the hon. member refers to comes
under another vote. There are other places
for referring to the question he mentions, but
it is not on this vote.

Mr. MANN: But in this item of £12.500
for general repairs and incidentals it might
include a ballroom for ¢ Fernberg.”

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Order! T
think the hon. member will see that he is out
of order.

Mr. MANN: He would not have touched
on the matter if the Premier had given a
civil answer to a civil question. He trusted
that, in the matter of buildings, the Minister
would get a decent schoolhouse and a decent
courthouse erected at Cairns, and when the
Minister came to Cairns he hoped he would
accede to the requests to be laid before him.

Mr. NEVITT: Some time ago he asked the
following questions and received the replies
mentioned :—

What was the contract price for building the
laundry and kitchen at Dunwich? £3,671.

What date was same taken over from contractor?
24th September, 1809.

When wag contract called for machinery and
fitting up of same? 19th November, 1909.

The contract for the building was taken over
on the 24th September, 1909, and yet the con-
tract for the machinery was not called until
19th of November, 1800, exactly twelve
months ago. During that time the building,
which cost £4,000, was lying idle, and at 4
per cent. interest that meant a loss for the
year of £160. The excuse given as to why
the machinery was not ordered was that
there was an ironmoulders’ strike on in
Queensland, but the strike did not commence
until August of this year. The tenders for
the machinery should have been called for ab
the same time as the tenders for the building,
and then it would have been ready to go into
the building, and the money would not rave
been lying idle locked wp in that building,
which was not being used. The Government
knew they were going to put in Babcock
boilers, and that they would have to send to
England for them, and yet they did not call
for tenders for machinery until after the
building was finished. There were some struc-
tural alterations which took place in the
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building and which cost £10. The architect
should have left openings in the building so
that the machinery would have been able to
g0 in without making alterations in the build-
ing. He was down there last week, and he
saw two openings which had to be made, in-
cluding one 3 feet by 2 feet in a 9-inch wall.
‘That sort of thing cost a good deal of money,
and provision should have been made in the
-original plans of the building. The Minister
said that they used common sense in the.de-
partment, but that did not look as if they
wused common sense. The common-sense way
would have been to call for tenders for the
machinery, and the machinery would be on
the ground ready to be installed ax soon as
the building was finished. There was room
for complaint there, but he did not know
whether the blame rested with the Govern-
ment for not providing the money or with the
department itself.

Mr. D. FIUNTER: In his twenty-five years
of experience in Queensland he had never
seen a building put up that there was not
some alteration made in the plan before it
was finished. The owner of the building
would generally ask the architect to make
some alteration in the plan. The architect
could not draw a plan to suit the machinery
until he knew what machinery was ¢oing to
be put into it. The money for the machinery
was not put down on the Estimates that year,
because a general election had been forced cn
the Government, so that members opposite
were really to blame for it for forcing them
into the throes of a general election. It was
ridiculous for members to waste time by talk-
ing about such trivial matters. He had seen
-men put up a partition in a room where
-there was a piano, and they did not know
‘how they were going to get the piano out.
"These things happened in every-day life, and
-to make a noise about it was too trivial alto-
-gether,

Mr. MULLAN: He understood that they

had a threc years’ lease of *° Fernberg’?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: Yes.

Mr. MULLAN: He would like to know if
they had the right to purchase ** Fernberg” at
= fixed price?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
In reply to the hon. member for Maryborough,
Mr. Corser, about the additions to hospitals,
the department had never been known to
refuse any money for any hospitals in the
State. There was a fixed sum on the Iisti-
mates for that purpose, and if the applications
for expenditure exceeded that sum there

might be some difficulty. The

19.30 p.m.] amount put down was based on

the demands made. With regard
40 the question asked by the hon. member for
‘Carpentaria concerning the buildings at Dun-
wich, he might explain that the money for the
buildings was authorised one year, and the
money for the necessary machinery the fol-
lowing year, and there had keen a variety of
causes for the delay in the installation of the
machinery. He had in his hand a letter from
4he contractors for the machinery, Messrs.
Harvey and Son, dated 18th November, in
which they said—

Re our contract for cooking pans. You are aware
of the trouble which we have been labouring under
since 15th July last, and, in fact, during the past
year—viz., scarcity of labour and moulders’ strike,
that being the reason that we did not apply earlier
for an extension of time. It has been the object of
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fhe Ironmasters’ Association to make as little fuss
over the matter as possible in regard to com-
plaints, with a view to settlsment of our troubles.

He thought that was a very fair explanation of
the delay. With reference to the question
asked by the hon. member for Charters
Towers, Mr. Mullan, the price which the
owners were asking for ¢ Fernberg” was

£10,000.

Mr. MULLAN asked was it not a fact that
the right to purchase at that figure was not
obtained until after the Government had spent
a considerable amount in improving the
grounds at ‘‘ Fernberg’ ?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: We had
scarcely done any work there before we ob-
tained the right to purchase.

Mr. MULLAN: You did some, though.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: Practi-
cally none.

Mr. NEVITT wished to point out that the
buildings he referred to were taken over on
the 24th September last year; and, according
to the letter read by the Minister, it was notv
till July last—nine months after—that the
contractor for the machinery asked for an
extension of time.

The SrcrErary FoR Pusric Works: The
amount was not voted till late in the year.
The hon. member forgets that'we did not meet
till late that year. :

Mr. NEVITT: Well, it appeared that it was
the fault of the Government in not putting the
necessary money on the Hstimates, and that it
was not the fault of the departmental officials.

Mr. LESINA: The reason he had referred
to the matter of a residence for the Governor
and the Agent-General’s Offices was that he
considered that now we had realised federation,
the expenditure of large sums of money on
these subordinate offices was so much money
wasted. In South Africa federation had not
been established twenty-four hours Lefore
General Botha, by one stroke of the pen,
wiped out all their Agents-General in London.
But here we had whole-hog advocates of State
rights, like the Premier, increas.ng the expen-
diture in connection with the Agent-General’s
establishment. Why should we spend large
sums of money on the Agent-General’s Office
in London and on the gubernatorial establish-
ment now that federation had been consum-
mated? He contended that the Government
had no mandate from the electors for increas-
ing the expenditure in connection with Go-
vernment House. We had had a referendum on
the Bible in State Schools guestion. Let the
Government, then, give us a referendum on the
question as to whether the office of State Go-
vernor should be continued. He maintained
that the office was entirely unnecessary, and
altogether too expensive.

Mr. FORSYTH : The hon. member for Cler-
mont objected to continuing the office of State
Giovernor, and he had a perfect right to object
if he thought fit, but while we had a Governor
we should provide him with a proper house to
live in. With regard to *“ Fernberg,”” he thought
the Government would do well to purchase
that property, as it comprised a large area of
land, which in the course of a few years would
become a great deal more valuable. He
thought there were about 40 acres of land;
there was a tram service quite near it; and he
believed it might not be a bad investment.



Sugp g.

At twenty minutes to 10 o’clock,

The ACTING CHAIRMAN said: Under
‘Standing Order No. 171, I call upon the hon.
member for Cairns to relieve me in the chair.

Mr. MaNN took the chair accordingly.

Mr. FORSYTH (continuing) said he
thought the building could be used for a
«college, and it might be a good thing to pur-
chase the property. With regard to the ques-
tion of day labour and contract labour, the
hon. member for Woothakata seemed to think
that all work should be done by day labour;
but if he went to the officer in charge of the
Works Department he would find, taking it
all round, the opinion of the department was
that for new buildings the contract system
was more satisfactory than day labour, but
that it was better to have day labour for
additions and repairs.

Mr. O’SULLIVAN said that in his electo-
rate there was a lot of little schools that
needed an extra veranda to guard from the
intense heat of the sun, and in several places
playsheds were very much needed. If the
Government could find money for a Govern-
ment House, a University, and technical
-colleges in_the big centres, they should look
after the little far-out places, where people
went out, sometimes with their lives in their
hands, to fill up the vacant places in the
State. They should certainly have the first
‘consideration. With regard t0 contract labour
versus day labour, if they wanted honest
work done they would employ day labour.
They knew how contract work was scamped.
The Mount Morgan Gompany knew what was
& good thing, and they builf all their works
by day labour. They built one dam on con-
tract, bu_t 1t was not a great success, and all
they built since were built by day labour.
They also made their bricks and built their
furnaces by day labour; and the man in
charge often told him they got Dbetter work
in that way. Another advantage in having
work done by da} labour was that if any
alteration was required it could be made
without breaking a contract. It was well
known that when work was done by contract
there was often a good deal of trouble and
expente in connection with alterations: and
contractors knew that if they could only get
extras they could make a good thing.” He
might mention that the Federal departments
employed the State departments to supervise
their work. Therefore, the expense of super-
vision would not be so great, and the work
would be done more cheaply and effectively. He
hoped that next session this “ Buildinos” vote
would not be cut down. We should need more
buildings in the outlying parts of the State as
our educational requirements kkept on increas-
ing, and this vote should not have been cut
down. We should not spend so much money
on palatial residences in Brisbane, and neg-
lect the outlying places. i

Mr. LESINA pointed out that the improve-
ments at *‘ Fernberg *’ were carried out by day
labour, and he could not understand why the
department did not paint this Chamber by
day labour. The nublic trustees office in the
city of Auckland, in New Zealand, which was
several stories high and a beautifu! example
of- architectural work, was built entirely by
day labour, and a bie saving effected on the
-contract price. The department should zo in
a_great deal more for day labour than they
did. We had saved money by day labour on
railway construction, which had been o mag-
nificent success.
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Mr. D. HuxtErR: Will you ask the Federal
Government to adopt day labour?

Mr. LESINA thought the Federal Govern-
ment should do it too, and one of the com-
plaints he had against the Federal (iovern-
ment was that since they had been in oilice
they had made no attempt to carry out the
principle of day labour.

Mr. Ryraxp: They are doing all the tele-
graphs and telephones by day labour.

Mr. LESINA: Our Government had car-
ried out for the Federal (overnment last year
£30,000 worth of work, which Mr. Brady
supervised without any eompensation what-
ever,

Mr. D. HuxTER: Some of it by day labour.

Mr. LESINA: Nearly all that work was
done by coutract, and Mr. Brady could not
do otherwise, except the Commonwealth Go-
vernment determined to do it by day labour.
The Commonwealth Government and the
State Governments should both give day
labour more extensive trial than they had
done. The principle had been proved to be
good in practice, and even in connection with
this vote it had been applied to the improve-
ments at ** Fernherg.”

Mr. D. HuNTER: The State has done a
orcat deal more in that direction thun the
Federal Governinent has.

Mr. LESINA: The State had done mcrs
work by day labouy than the Federal Go-
vernment, and he ihought the State should
go further, and the Federal Government
would imitate the cxample. The prasont
Speaker in the Federal Parliament had moved
a resolubion here in favour of work being done
by day labour, and the Federal Government
should imitate the State Government in cen-
structing public works by day labour. In day
labour they understood what the work was
going to cost. Under the contract system
they never knew where the extras were going
to end. He did not see why the schoo's in
Queensland should not be constructed by day
labour, wherever possible—it could be done
all thickly-populated centres. The adaitions
and rebuildings should be done by day
labour, and & Government like this, which
was a notor ous democratic Government, and
included the hon. member for Bulimba,
should do its best to have the principle ap-
plied to the department.

Mr. O’SULLIVAN: Beeing that there wore
so many bricks needed in the construction of
Government buildings in Brisbane, would ‘ghe
Minister use his best endeavours to esrablish
a State brickyard? (Government laughter.)
He had seen a prospectus lssued in New South
Wales in connection with a brickyard, and
on the directorate there was an architect, a
contractor, and a builder. It was stated ‘that.
they could make bricks at 18s. 6d. per thou-
sand, and put them on the market and cet
£2 9s. a thousand. That was where the “ fat-
man’s”’ profits came in. That was a material
savine, and if the Government would gc in
for a scheme like this we should then he able
to get a few thousand pounds expended in
the outside districts which were saved fiom
the middleman’s profits. He hoped the Min's
ter would consider this matter very carnestly,
and give his assurance, when replying, that
he would see if he could get a brickyard in
Brisbane. It would undoubtedly be a succass,
He could then do the same in the Central and
Northern districts. Tt was time we went 1n
for brick buildings for our schools, as there
would not be the deterioration which went
on in wood buildings through white ants or
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other causes. The buildings were charged to
loan fund, but what was the use of building
schools out of loan money and handing it down
to posterity? Posterity would have enough of
its own burden to carry, and it seemed to him
a sign of weakness on the part of the Co-
zernment to keep to the old stereotyped sys-
em.

Mr. RYLAND thought the Govarnmens
had not given enough attention to this very
important question. With the expemencb we
had had of day labour in connection with raﬂ
ways, we should go in for more of it. Ie
entirely agreed with the hon. member for
Kennedy as regarded the establishment of
Government brickyards. He also thought the
State should also have their own timber yaids,
and utilise our own timber, instead of ‘hand’
ing it over to syndicates. The hon. member
for Clermont seemed to give the impression
that the Federal Government was not moving

in the duectmn of conshuctmof

{10 p.m.] public works by day labour, but

they were doing all the work in
connection with the telephoneb by day labour,
and, not only that, they were going in for
manufactmmg a lot of raw material in ccn-
nection with the iron industry. The Govern-
ment should make their own bricks and saw
their own timber, instead of handing over
their forests to trusts.

Question put and passed.

INSPECTION OF MACHINERY.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
moved that £9,810 be granted for * Inspec-
tion of Machinery.”” The Estimate made pro-
vision for the appointment of three extra
ingpectors. Attention had been drawn on a
previous occasion to the necessity for more
inspectors.  The department intended to
station one at Mackay, for instance, the work
there at present bemg done by the officer at
Townsyille. The growth of the work made
the additional appointments necessary, and
provision was made accordingly. Most of the
officers were down for increases. Mr. Howitt,
the Chief Inspector, was getting £30, Mr.
Henderson £20, and there were several in-
creases of £10 each.

Mr. MAY was glad to notice that there
were to be three more inspectors appointed.
Recently an inspector had been stationed at
Hughenden, and he had travelled 2,000 miles
and then had not covered the whole of his
district. The area should be subdivided, and
another inspector appointed, with his head-
quarters at Cloncurry, as a vast amount of
mining machinery was being erected in that
district. The present officer had not had
time to inspect all the shearing machinery,
some of which was very defective. According
to the report of the Chief Inspector there
vYCL\/ \,Wn bl(’leJC”me and i ullVlU{,
engines in that district, and other people
working under them, and that was not pay-
ing prover attention to the protection of
human life. Again, boilers were very badly
scaled in some cases, and there was a pressmg
need for more inspection. He hoped that it
would not be long before there was an in-
spector appointed at Cloncurry.

Mr. THEODORE noticed that the Chief
Inspector recommended that the inspector who
was stationed at Cairns should have his head-
quarters at Herberton, as that wag a more
convenient cenire. A recommendation was
also made that the Etheridge and Einasleigh
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districts should be included in the Cairns dis-
trict. If that were dome, Chillagoe would be:
a much more convenient centre than Herber-
ton. Another reason why the inspector
should be stationed at Chillagoe was_that
there was more machinery in the vicinity of
Chillagce than near to Herberton. He had
received complaints from his electorate that
permission wags too readily granted by the
department for persons to have charge of
machinerv who did not possess the necessary
qualifications, and that there was no reason
given for the issue of permits. He would
suggest that the Minister should instruct his
officers to use more discretion in the matter
of granting permits.

Mr. RYLAND was very pleased to know
that there were to be more inspectors ap-
pointed, as there was a great deal of inspec-
tion required, éspecially in connection with
mining machinery. Alfhough a good deal of
work was being done, still more inspection
was necessary. He would like to ask the
Minister with regard to a recent fatal accident
at Gympie

The SECRETARY ¥OR PTBLIC WORKS: I am

not Secretary for Mines.

Mr. RYLAND: An inquiry had been held
under the Inspection of Machinery and
Scaffolding Act, and he understood that the
board of inquiry had reported to the Minis-
ter that the accident was caused by the faulty
desxgn of the clutch gear on the winding
engine. It was strange, if sach a report had
been made, that the Government took no
action to inflict some penalty on those respon-
sible for the accident.» If the Act did not
give power to impose a penalty when an acci-
dent was caused through negligence on the
part of the employers, some power should be "
given to impose a penalty.

Mr. WaLKER: Was it through a fault in the:
machinerv7

Mr. RYL AND: A special board held an in-
quiry, and In his report the Chief Inspector of
Scaffolding said *‘ Accident caused through
the faulty deszgn of the clutch gear on the
winding engine.’

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS -
Every member of the House would admit that
the first duty cast upon every officer of the
department was to do all they possibly could
to ensure the safety of those who were work-
ing in dangerous places. When an accident
occurred there was a _properly constituted
board which always made inguiries, and after
inquiry had been made, if they thought any-
thing was wrong or any lack of care, they
recommended that action be taken. In that
part.cular case no action was recommended by
the board.

Mr. RyLaxp: Have they power to take
action?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
They had power to advise the Minister to take
action.

Mr. Forey: That is where it stops.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS :
He wished to inform the Committee that
there had never been any recommendation
from any inspector with regard to any trans-
act.on in the department that had not been
carried out. If any recommendation had been
made by the responmble officers for any prose-
cution, he had always endorsed the recommen-
dation, and he thought hon. members would
agree ‘that that was a very proper position to
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talke up if the Minister was satisfied, as he had
been, that the recommendation was a proper
one. The hon. member for Gympie would
agree that, in the absence of any recommenda-
tion, it was not the place of the Minister to
unduly harass any company. The hon. mem-
ber was quite right in saying the cause of the
accident was through the faulty design of the
clutch gear. Having given the informaliion,
he hoped the Committee would allow the vote
to go through.

_Mr. RYLAND : When the board pointed out
there was a fault in the machinery, some action
should be taken, if there was power to take
action ; and, if not, then the Act should be
altered to give the necessary power.

Question put and passed.

LABOUR AND FACTORIES.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
moved that £9,185 be granted for ° Labour
and Factories.” Hon. members would notice
that in connection with that department there
was an increase of £736, also that there were
two extra inspectors, one of whom was sta-
tioned at Toowcomba. Toowoomba was an
important district, and it was found necessary
to have an inspector stationed at that place to
more thoroughly carry out the work of the
department. Hon. members would further
notice that an additional inspector had been
appointed for Brisbane. In addition to that,
increases from £10 to £20 had been given to
fourteen officers,

Mr. LENNON ecalled attention to the want
of proper supervision in regard to shops and
factories. Some little while ago he had placed
a letter in the hands of the Minister dealing
with glaring instances of breaches of the Act
in Townsville.

The SECRETARY FOR PuUBLIC WORKS: We
have issued summonses there against quite a
fclumber of Chinamen—about thirteen or four-

een.

Mr. LENNON:
applied to Cairns.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WoRks: We
have also issued a number of summonses at
Cairns.

Mr. LENNON: Also at Ingham, where
there were a number of Chinese storekeepers,
and it was really very hard that those people
should be allowed to break the law whilst the
European traders were kept under close sur-
veillance, and had to obey the law. The whole
thing arose from the system of mixed busi-
nesses, where one part of the shop was
exempted and the other part brought under
the scope of the Act. He was quite satisfied
there would never be a satisfactory solution
of the trouble until that system was done
away with and exempted shops were mnot
allowed to be conducted under the same roof
as the ordinary shops. He would also point
out that in Townsville something like twenty
or more licenses were issued to those Chinese,
and while there were nearly as many, or a
large number of Chinese in Geraldton, Ing-
ham, Rockhampton, and Brisbane, it had not
been considered right for the Chinese to take
out licenses in those places.

. The BECRETARY FOR PuBLIc WORKS: No
licenses have been issued except a few at
Cunnamulla for bakers.

Mr. LENNON: The matter was specially
called attention to in the Auditor-General’s
report.
he understood particular prominence was
given to the matter by the Auditor-General.
If he was wrong, he would be very glad to

The same thing also
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hear it. Unfortunately, he had not a copy of
the report, but he was satisfied that the
Auditor-General drew attention to the fact
that whilst in Townsville a large number of
licenses were issued, no licenses were issued
in the other places.

At 10.20 pm.,

The Acrine CHAIRMAN (Mr.
sumed the chair.

Mr. RYLAND asked that the whole of
the Factories and Shops Act should be
extended to Gympie. Only Part VIII. of
the Act was in force in Gympie, and there
were other towns that were not of as much
importance as Gympie that had the whole
Act extended to them, such as Toowoomba,
Ipswich, Rockhampton, Mount Moxrgan,
Dalby, Townsville, Mackay, Maryborough,
Bundaberg, and other towns. Why should
not Gympie be brought in also?

The SECRETARY FoR PusLic WORKS:
give it consideration.

* Mr. McLACHLAN: In connection with
the matter of the factories and shops, he
noticed on page 17 of the Chief Inspector’s.
report the following paragraph—

An occasional prosecution appears to have a very

salutary effect, and, although I refrain from taking
extreme measures where possible, in cases where
offenders have been previously cautioned and have
disregarded warnings no other course can be
adopted.
The prosecutions had a salutary effect om
persons who might otherwise be likely to
create fresh breaches of the Act. A similar
course could have been adopted in connec-
tion with the administration of the Wages
Boards Act. One or two prosecutions
in connection with cases of intimidation
of employees would also have a salutary
effect on persons who at the present time
were using coercive methods on their em-
ployees in the matters of determinations of
wages boards and the action taken by em-
ployees with the view of gefting wages
boards established in connection with cer-
tain industries. (Hear, hear!) He thought
that when the Minister was speaking he
would have had something to say on the
question of wages boards, seeing that this
was a new departure and that this was the
first Estimate the Committee had had to pass
since wages boards had been brought into
operation.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
boards cost £2,400 last year.

Mr. McLACHLAN thought that was a
reason why the Minister might have dilated on:
the question of wages boards, but, instead of
that, he merely referred to the increases given
to various officers of the department, and
did not even mention the fact that he was
administering the Wages Boards Act. They
had been promised an amendment of that
Act, but, judging by the inspired paragraphs
in the newspapers, they were not going to
get the legislation they expected.

The SecreTaRy FOR PuBLiIc Works: It
might help it if you get through the Esti-
mates.

The TREASURER: It is still on the paper.

Mr. McLACHLAN: The few words he
had to say on the matter would not make
any difference, as under the Sessional Orders
adopted by hon. gentlemen opposite they
would have to close at half-past 10 o’clock.
There was room for great improvement in
the Act, and the Minister had admitted that,
not onlv on the floor of the House but also at
the different functions that he had attended.

Mr. McLachlan.]

Grant) re-
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The wages
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As they could not get an amendment of the
Act, they ought at least to carry it out as
it was at the present time.

The SecrerarY For Pusric WomRks: You
will give me credit for giving it the closest
attention.

Mr. McLACHLAN : He gave the Minister
credit for doing what he thought was best
in the matter, but what the Minister thought
was the correct thing was not what he (Mr.
McLachlan) thought was the correct thing
to do, and he was quite justified in oriticis-
ing the department because of that. In
looking through the report he noticed that
there were between forty-three and forty-five
wages boards established in Queensland up
to the 30th June last. The Chief Inspector
in his report said—

Generally, I think, it may be said that the deter-

minations throughout have been very well observed,
and ther appear to have given satisfaction to both
employers and employees.
He remembered deputations that had waited
on the Minister, and they let it be known
that the satisfaction was not universal in
connection with some wages boards. He
admitted that probably there was some
improvement. in some instances, but the
Minister must admit that in view of the
facts brought under his notice by deputa-
tions that waited on him, the actual result
in many cases showed that the determina-
tions had not been what the Minister him-
self thought they ought to be. If an amend-
ment was introduced, there should be greater
improvements in the methods under which
determinations would be arrived at in con-
nection with wages boards. In turning to
the award in connection with the printing
trade, he found that there was one award
which read—

That the lowest prices or rates payable to the
following classes of persons shall bhe—

_ Letterpress machinists or persoms in charge of
double-demy or larger cylinder machines (including
payment for time occupied in feeding machines),
£2 124, per week of 48 ordinary working hours.
The word ““cylinder” was included there by
the wages board. Then there was the next
award, which read—

Letterpress machinists or persons in charge of

smaller cylindsr machines than double-demy cylinder
machines (including payment for time occupied in
feeding machines), etec.
The word *cylinder,” which was men-
tioned here twice, was inserted by the Chief
Inspector himself and not by the wages
board, and that altogether spoiled the effect
of that portion of the award. That prevented
men emploved on platen machines being in-
cluded, and platen machines were nct now
provided for at all, and that portion of
the award would, therefore, Dbecome null
and void. That was a matter in which the
Chief Inspector had taken on himself to
alter an award, and he had no right to do it.
There were other cases where the Chief
Inspector decided that certain awards were
wltra wires. The Chief Inspector had no
right to interfere with an award at all in
that way.

[10.20 p.m.]

The House resumed. The AcTiNg CHATR-
MaXN reported that the Committee had come
to certain resolutions.

Ordered that the resolutions be recsived on
Tuesday next.

The Committee obtained leave to sit again
on Tuesday next.

The House adjourned at twenty-seven minutes
to 11 o’clock.

[Mr. McLachlan.





