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FRIDAY, 18 NOVEMBER, 1910. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER (\V. D. Armstrong, 
Esq., Lockyer) took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

PAPERS. 
RAILWAY EXTENSION, WESTERN COUNTRY. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. W. T. Paget, Mackay): I beg to lay 
on the table Railway Surveyor Amos's re­
ports on his examination of the Western 
country vrith a view to railway extension. 
I should like to say that the plans accom­
panying these reports will be distributed to 
han. members within a very few days. I 
move that the papers be printed. 

Qutstion put and passed. 

ExPENDITURE ON CROYDON GoLDFIELD. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. J. 
G. Appel, Albert) laid on the table a return 
showing the expenditure on the Croydon 
field from the va.rious votes for assistance 
to mining during the financial years 1902-3 
to 1909-10. 

Ordered to be printed. 

QUESTIONS. 
ARREARS, GOWRIE REPURCHASED ESTATE. 

1v1r. LESINA (Clermont) asked the Secre­
tary for Public Lands-

1. Is it true that one selector on the Gowrie Re­
purc1iased Est~ . .te mres arrears of rent to the 
department amounting to £7,3311ls. 5d., and dating 
from as far back as 1902? 

2. Has any attempt been made to recover this 
sum? 

3. Has the .Auditor·General drawn the attention 
of the department to the fact that, as rent under 
flie Closer ~ett]ement Acts indude, interest on that 
}Jortion of the purchase money r"'maining unprtid, 
a.ctiou should be taken to recover the arrears? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Han. D. F. Denham, Oxley) replied-

1. Yes. 
2. Yes.~ 
3. :Xo. There has b :n no n:eU. Exceptional 

eircum::.tan0?S and conditions account in each case 
for the arrears. I urn satisfied of eventual paynv ut 
of principal and intcret,t, and, indeed, probably 
before t.Iarch, 1911; but in no case can there accrue 
loss in respect of these selections; therefore there 
is no need to resort to eviction. 

RABBIT BoARDS-STATISTICS. 
Mr. J. M. HUNTER (J·Iaranoa) asked the 

Secretary for Public Lands-
1. The number and nnmc~ of rabbit boards ono,rw 

ating in the State? ~ 

2. 'rhe names of the clerks and salaries paid to 
each respectively? 

3. The a1noun t of revC'n ue rai:'l, J by each, and 
source of same, and assessment made by each? 

4. The amount of Government endo\vment paid to 
each board? 

5. \Vhat control does the GoV<'tllnhnt exercise in 
the management, etc., of these boards? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
replied-

All the information avaibble is given in pages 22 
to 2.5 and 52 of the aunu J n port of the Departw 
n::.ent of Public Lands. 'flF~ Governm·:mt exerc~ses 
no control over th~ bo:n·c1s in their administration 
of the Jlabbit Boards Act. 

lllr. J. M. HuNTER: Isn't it possible to vet 
more information than that? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
I have no more information available. 

:\Jr. J. ::\1. Hc'NTER: Try and get some. 

SEED GRAIN TRusT AccouNT. 
Mr. LESINA asked the Premier-
I' it tho intention of the .Tustice Department to 

take legal proceedings for the recovery of the i terns 
£22G, £177, £118, and £119, owing by certain _well­
knov;n persons indebted to the seed grain trust 
account for seed wheat, oats, and barley, supplied 
on credit to farmers and selectors early in. 1903? 

The PRE::\IIER CHon. W. Kidston, Roc'_-­
hampton) replied-

Instructions have been given to the Crown Solici­
tor, who is in communication with the parti~L 

vVAGES, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE. 

Mr. LESINA asked the Treamrer-
1. '\Vhat wage per week are the night sta \'f com~ 

positors (hand~sdting) being paid at the Govern­
ment Printing Office? 

2. What is the rate of pay per hour for the night 
staff? 

3. How many of the night staff receive privileges 
-holidays and sick pay? 
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4. Is there any distinction made between mem· 
bers of the staff in these matters? 

.5. Is there any diff .Tencc in the wages of the 
day and the night " cac..nals "? 

6. What is th greatest length of service of a 
" casu~\ I " on the night staff? 

The TREASURER (Hon. A. G. C. Haw· 
thorn. Enoggem) replied-

1. £3 per week. 
2. Is. 3d. per honr. 
3. Two on permanent staff. 
4. Casuals do not receive annual leave or sick 

pay. 
5. Day casuals, ls. 3d. per hour; night, lOs. for 

't-k hours. 
6. The night si .. ff is only :;mp1oycj during the 

l-':_1,rliameniary se3sion. o~_,,-: of the casuals was 
first employed on that stall' in 1890, 'md two otl1ers 
in 1891. 

CASE OF MR. J. DUNNE. 

Mr. LESINA asked the Home Secretary-
1. Has the Tiome Dc-partmcut recen:red a com~ 

plaint from Mr. J. Dunne, until rec2ntly an in· 
mate of the Blind, Du,f, and Dum1

, Institution, 
asking for an inquiry into the circum_;tanc. '3 j,ur­
roundi.uT h:s susprnsiL n by the committee of that 
body? 

2. Does he J:l'Opose to grant the in·1uiry? 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. G. 
Appel, 1ilbert) replied-

1. Yes. 
2. An inquiry has been held. 

DETENTION OF INEBRIATE ASYLU~1 INMATE. 

Mr. LESINA asked the Home Secretary­
Is it a fact that a rec,··nt inmate of PC>cl Island 

Inrbriatc Asylum, who wa~ ordered to be detained 
in the institution for a period of three months, was 
not released until 1st November, two clays after he 
should legally have been re lea-;, d? 

The HOME SECRETARY replied-
Xo inmate was relea~Pd l n 1st No-,.:·mber, but if 

the hon. member will supply full particulars, fur­
ther inquiry will be made. 

LEAVE TO R>~.ILWAY SURVEYORS' CHAINMEN. 

Mr. BRESLIN (Port Curtis) asked the 
Secretary for Railways-

(a) Is he aware that surveyors' chainmen, em­
ployed by the Railway Drpartment, have lately 
been refused the customary leave and pa~·Ges as 
granted to permanent staff after eight years' ser­
vice? 

(b) Have not such men leon previously granted 
leave and pnsses under usual conditions? 

(c) Does he not concider that they should be still 
allowed the privileges? 

(d) Why have they been deprived of same? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. W. T. Paget, Mackay) replied­

(a) No. 
(b) Yes. 
(c) Yes. 
(d) I am not aware they have been deprived. 

RESUMPTIONS, BOYNE VALLEY LINE. 

Mr. BRESLIN asked the Secretary for 
Railways-

(a) Under what systPm of valuation was compen· 
sation offered for land resumed for railway pur­
poses along the route of the Boyne Valley line? 

(b) Is it correct that whilst, in the same locality 
at Bompa, one person wa\~ offered £29 5s. in total 
settlement for lBt a err 3 resumed, another person 
received over £60 for nbout 23 acres? 

(c) Will he lay on the table of the House a 
return showing the various areas resumed, the 
o.mounts paid for each, and to whom paid? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
replied-

( a) Valuations were arrivt'd at upon information 
obtained from the Lands Department, the loeal 
authorities, and the resident enginee14 in charge 
of the construction. The nmount of compensation 
in each case was settled on its own ffi('rits, having­
due regard to justice and equity. 

(b) Yea, but the circumstances 'vere entirely dif­
ferent. In the latter case three properties were­
affected, involving a resumption of nearly 27 acres, 
and consequently n, larger payment for severance. 

(•') It is not advisable to publish each land­
holder's private business. 

CADEl' CLERKS, PUBLIC SERVICE. 

Mr. BRESLIN asked the Premier-
(a) The number of cadet clerks. engag~d in th.e 

publjc service prior to the last public service exami­
nation? 

(bJ How many of thr.;~ cadet clerks w2ro com­
lJditor'} at that examinatir-n? 

(c) How m~tny vftcanc~:. ~ ~1-·r:re n:'_nm:nccd to bC" 
ftlled from the result of t1m: examinn.tJon? 

(d) How n-,,,l,ny_ of the.J .cad- t. derks who were 
competitors ol1t:un(d 1.osu·o~s 1~ t~e regular ser­
Yice as a result of that exam1nat~on • 

The PREMIER rcplied­
(a) Sixty-two (62). 
(b) Thirty-four (S-1). 
(c) Ty;enty v~:.,_undes f.o1: :malE :...nd thre."' for 

f lr.-ll in thiJ o.:.clinary dtvV:tOll, a~d t~:'l.f~r. males 
and two for females in the professwn~l diVI~wn. 

(d) One ha., bee·1 ap11oint•d, lc~v1ng s1x who 
pa -. ~ed the examination to l~e appointed. 

SUPPLY. 
REst: ~,!PTION oF Co>>ThiiTTEE. 

PRISONS. 

l~uostion ,rated-That the :mm of £24,319 
be granted for "Prisons"-

The Hm-IE SECRETARY: When the 
Chairman left the chair last Fri:Jay night J;te 
was about to give the. Com:mttee. certam 
information in connectiOn with this vote. 
That information he would now supply. 
There was an increa'5e of £114 in the total 
vote. The clerk of prisons rece1:ed an m­
crease of £20, the junior cle1:k an mcrease of 
£10 and the mes_senger an mcrease of £10. 
In the Brisbane Prison the superintendent 
received an increase of £20; there w.as a de­
crease of £10 in the vote for the chief w~r­
der on account of the a,ppointr~e!lt of .Chwf 
\Varder J. Murphy to that positiOn, vwe R. 
A. McDonald, promoted; the matron re­
ceived an increase of £10; there was a de­
crease of £10 in the item, Senior ·warder, P. 
O'Sullivan having been appointed to that 
position on the promotion of the 12revious 
occupant of the office ; there was an mcrease 
of £5 to the senior female warder, and an 
increace of £5 to a junior female warder; 
and the amount for classification increaces to 
warders and increases to probationers was 
increased from £4 to £8. The vote for the 
Mackay Prison showed a decrease of £120 .. 
At Rockhampton there was a decrease in the 
amount for the salary of the superintendent, 
owing to the pro~otion of J as. .A.· Mac­
donald, vice J. Hamilton, and provisiOn was 
made for an extra warder at £120. At St. 
Helena there was an increa'e of £20 in the 
salary of the superintendent, and an increase 
of £10 in the sala-ry of the clerk and store­
keeper; the salaxy of the assistant store­
keeper, £140, was now entered as a separate 
item-previously it was paid from contin­
gencies. There was an increase to warders, 
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owing to classification increases, of £80; a de­
crease of £42 in connection with classifica­
tion increases to warders. In Townsville 
there "as a decr;ease in connection with 
classification increases to warders of £10. At 
Thursday Island there was an increase to the 
superintendent of £10; classification increase 
to a warder of £10; an additional amount 
required for classification of £3. In connec­
tion with "Contingencies,., there was a de­
crease of £3; an increase of £100 for gratui­
ties to discharged prisoners; a decrease of 
£100 in provisions, stores, and incidentals; 
also a decrease of £150, the amount placed 
on the Estimates last year as a gratuity to 
the widow of Mr. Hamilton, superintendent 
at Hockhampton. The net increase was 
£114. 

l\Ir. BOUCHARD (Brisbane South) thought 
the increase to the superintendent of the 
South Brisbane Gaol was well deserved. The 
officer occupying that position was discharg­
ing his duties efficiently, and was at the pre­
sent time receiving considerably less salary 
than his predecescor received. With regard 
to the warders, he was surprised to see that oo 
provision was made for an increase in their 
salarie.s. During the debate on the Financial 
Statement, if he remembered aright, the 
Premier stated that almost all the public 
senants had received an increase in their 
salaries during the past four or five years. 
The position of those warders to-day was 
worse than it was four or five years ago. 
At the time of the retrenchment they had 
certain allowances, which were reduced; and 
they were now worse off than they were be­
fore that time. It was well known that the 
cost of living had considerably increa,ed, 
and that rent-> had gone up considerably, 
and he thought there was no reason why the 
warders should not have their salaries in­
creased. The regulations in connection with 
the gaol in his electorate compelled the 
warders to rE',ide within sound of the bell, 
so that they had to re;,ide in a locality where 
rents had increased ; and the warders of the 
South Brisbahe Goal-and, he thought, those 
in other parts of Queensland-had reason to 
complain by reason of not having partici­
pated in the increase accorded to . the public 
service generally. He had interviewed the 
Home Secretary on the matter on several 
occasions, and put before him the claims of 
the warders. 'l'ho,.e claims had received the 
favourable recommendation of the Comp­
troller of Prisons; and he would like to ask 
the Minister whether he proposed to put on 
the Supplementary Estimates an additional 
amount for the warders of the respective 
prisons. Under the circumstances to which 
he had referred, he thought the han. gentle­
man would see the justice of providing some 
increase, not only in salaries, but also in 
allowances. 

Mr. LENNON (Herbert) called attention to 
the •·tatement frequently made that all the 
lower-paid officers had received substantial 
increases this year; also to the fact that re­
ductions had been moved in votes as a pro­
tc>~t against large increa~Ps to high officials­
Under Secretaries and others-while those re­
ceiving 'mall salarios did not receive adequate 
con~ideration. He would take the Townsville 
Penal Establishment and compare it with the 
Brisbane GaoL In both case-s there were 
eleven warders. In the Brisbane Gaol there 
were eleven warders getting £140 a vear-ho 
supposed they had been getting that for a 
number of years-and no increase wa.s down 
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for these men. Compare that with the 
Townsville Penal Establishment. where there 
were also eleven warders, thren. of whom got 
£140, five £130, one £120, and two £100. 
These men in the North were at a disad­
vantage. where living was higher than in 
Brisbane, and were removed from wme of 
the advantages attached to a residence in 
Brisbane, and yet they received a lower scale 
of pay altogether than did the warders in 
the Brisbane Gaol. He observed also that. 
the matron of the Brisbane Gaol had a rise 
from £90 to £100, whereas the matron of the 
T'ownsville Penal Establishment rrot £60 a 
year and no incrc-o..e at all. It onlv went to 
show that if you happered to got a sufficiently 
lar15e salar3: under th~s Government you were 
~:jlnt:: certam of gettmg a larger salB ry ; but 
If you happened to get a sufficiently low 
~alary you were perfectly certain to get no 
mc~e:~se .. That _see'?ed to be the principle 
wh10h gmded th1s Governm0nt in their rule· 
of-thumb method of giving increases to the 
public servants. Now, the life of the police­
man was not a happy one, so the song writer 
told us, though he hac! no experience of his 
own, and he thought the lifo of the ''arder 
was not a happy one either, and taking into 
an o:mt 1he fact that the·e men in Towns­
vi~le, with the exception of the first. three 
were all receiving lower salaries than th~ 
war~e:~ in_ J?risJ;>ane Gaol, he regarded it as 
a. ch ·'tmct InJUstice to the warders in Towns­
VIlle, where the cost of living was certainlv 
so_mew_hat higher than in Brisbane, ana the 
chmatw conditions were not so good. The 
Government. even at this late stage should 
alter this injustice. ' 

The HOME SECRETARY: They are juniors in 
Townsville. 

Mr. LENNON: That was iust the same 
way they were pinching acting sergeants. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Oh, what nonsense! 

Mr. LENNON: There was no nonsense 
about it. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: It is nonsense, and 
you know it. 

~fr. LENNON: The hon. gentleman might 
thmk so, but the public did not think so. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: It is nonsense. You 
are talking to the gallery. 

Mr. LENNON: He was speaking in the 
way he always did, and not to the gallery. 
The gallery had no attractions for him as 
it had_ to the Home Secretary, nor did he 
cast his eyes there so frequently as the hon 
gentleman did. (Laughter.) 

The HOME SECRETARY: You are on the 
wrong side. (Laughter.) 

Mr. LENNON: He did not want to take 
up too much time in the matter but he 
wanted to testify to the fact that 'the men 
were not receiving the same treatment in 
Townsville as they were in Brisbane. The 
Home Secretary retorted that they were the 
jun_ior~. Fancy keeping the bulk of the men 
as JUmors ! Out of c>leven men in the Towns­
ville Gaol there were only three who received 
the princely salary of £140 a year, and thPy 
tapered down to £100 a year. As it was in 
his district he was obliged to call attention 
to it, whether the Home Secretary cared for 
it or not-nor did he care for the gallery 
either. This was not a fair thing. It weut 
on year af~er year and nothing was done, 
and yet this Government, throug-h its most 
boastful member, the Home Secretary, said 

Mr. Lennon.] 
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:they were doing more for the lower-paid 
,officers of the service generally than any 
~previous Government. 

The liOME SECRETARY: Quite correct. 
;\Ir. LEKNON: Thev were doing more for 

:the higher-pa'd meu than any previous Go­
vernment ever did, because those men were 
getting rises of £100 at a time when men who 
lived '?n a low saJ':Lry in ": place where livinp; 
~as higher than It was m Brisbane got no 
rise at all. 

~Ir. KEOGH (Rosezcood): He saw that the 
matron at Thursday Island only received £10 
:a year, and he asked if that was a sufficient 
remuneration for anyone who performed the 
duties of that position? 

The llmm SECRETARY: Yes: she is the wife 
<lf the superintendent. lim· duties are prac­
tically nominal. 

:VIr. KEOGH thought the remuneration 
was inadequate, and suggested that the Home 
Secretary should increa'"'' the amount. 

'fhe ACTING OHAIRMAK: Order! 1 
'hope the hon. member will address the Ohair, 
and not the few select members around him. 
(Laughter.) 

::\Ir. KEOGH thought it was a disgrace to 
<lffcr £10 to anyone in that position. He 
thought the whole of the vote ought to have 
been increased. 

::\Ir. COYNE (Warrego) would a~k the 
Home Secretary, when replying to questions 
:in connection with this vote, to explain 
whether all the warders in the Brisbane 
Prison were of a superior class, comparing 
their salaries with those paid at Townsville 
.and also with St. Helena. 

The HOME SECRETARY: They are senior. 
Mr. COYNE: He supposed they were all 

·senior warders in Brisbane. He understood 
.the long-sentence prisoners were confined in 
St. Helena, and it certainly required more 

.. experienced warders to control the long-sen­
tence prisoners than prisoners who were 
only in for a week or two at Brisbane. 
Another thing, could not the juniors be 
taught their duties at the Brisbane establish­
ment, as well as at St. Helena or at Towns­
·ville? On the face of it, it appeared as if 
they could not be taught at Brisbane, other­
wise there would be some juniors there. It 

might be that all the men in the 
[4 p.m.] Brisbane Prison were marri<>d 

men, and they would have to be 
·cseparated from their families if they were 
at St. Helena; but that did not apply to 
Townsville and Rockhampton. During the 
time he had been a member of the Assembly 
he had endeavoured to make out a case for 
the release of a prisoner named Kenniff, who 
·had been incarcerated in St. Helena for the 
last eight years. He had introduced deputa­
tions to the present Home Secretary and to 
his predecessors in office, and he had pre­
sented a petition to the predecessor of the 
present Home Secretary, which, although 
only got up a few weeks before it was pre­
sented, bore thousands of signtaures coming 
from all parts of Queensland. The matter 
was considered by the Cabinet, and they 
decided to take no action. Subsequent to 
that the present Home Secretary received a 
deputation of members on both sides of the 
Chamber requesting the relE .1se of Kenniff, 
who the members of the deputation were 
satisfied was innocent of the crime with which 
he had been charged; but who, even if he 
had been an accessory after the fact, had 
been sufficiently punished for his crime. The 

[Mr. Lennon. 

deputation was probably the largest deputa­
tion of members of Parliament that had ever 
interviewed any Minister in this State. The 
Home Secretary told them that he would 
refer the matter to the judge who tried the 
case. The moment the han. gentleman said 
that, he (Mr. Coyne) said to some of the 
other members of the deputation that that 
ended the matter, because there was very 
lit_tle chance that the judge, on whose sum­
mmg up, to a great extent, one of the 
brothers was hanged, would go back on his 
summmg up. There were numbers of cases 
in which deputations and petitions had 
secured the release of prisoners without the 
matter being first submitted to the judges 
who tried those prisoners. The fact that 
those were only cases of minor offences had 
really nothing to do with it. There were 
two men convicted recently of robbery at the 
Zillmere jam factory, and one of the men, 
who got a very severe lecture from the police 
magistrate for his misconduct, was released 
without that police magistrate being asked 
whether he should be released or not. Then 
they did not forget that some time ago one 
of the foulest murders that was ever perpe­
trated m Queensland was committed just 
outside Brisbane. The hon. member for 
Nundah would remember the case, because he 
was one of the first to see the remains of 'the 
little boy who was so cruelly murdered on 
that occasion. Although the murder was not 
sheeted home to the man who was accused of 
it, ~imply because of some technical mistake 
havmg been made by the police, the man 
was released, though sentenced to life or a 
long term of imprisonment, and he felt 
positive that his case was never submitted to 
the judge who tried him. Why single out this 
man Kenniff? He felt certain that 99 per 
cent. of the people of Queensland believed 
in their heart of hearts that he was innocent 
of the capital crime of which he was ~onvicted. 
Next year the coronation of the King would 
take place. He would not ask that justice 
s~ould be done, because that might be con­
sidered a reflection on the Cabinet that they 
had not meted out justice in the ,.case before· 
but he would ask them at least to extend 
mercy-if there was any remnant of it left in 
them-and release this man Kenniff next 
year. He would ask the Home Secretary to 
make a note of his request, as he might not 
have another opportunity of speaking about 
the matter before the c0ronation. 

~Ir. MAN~ (Cairns) said that he was not 
gomg to make a C?mplaint against the Go­
vernment for keepmg people in prison too 
long. He believ<>d there was a !.Treat deal 
in what had been said about Ken,;iff by the 
han. member for \Yarrego. There was a 
doubt in most people's minds whether James 
Kenniff had been guilty of murder or not. 
After all, he was convicted on the evidence 
of a blackfellow, and there were grave doubts 
as to who reallv committed the crime. But. 
if the Government had kept James Kenniff i~ 
prison too long, they had not alwavs been so 
severe in <:>ther ?Uses. For example, the_y had 
a doctor 111 Bnsbane who was convicted of 
abortion. 

::\Ir. COYNE: A murderer. 
Mr. J\IAKN: \V ell, he was a murd<>rer in 

a. sense. He was let out before he had served 
h1q sentence. They had a cac,e not !mig ago 
where one man was kept. in prison and one 
man was let out simply because some justices 
of the peace and two or three ministers who 
appeared to be running this Government 
signed a petition for his release. He would 
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not have minded his being let out if there 
was anv more reason that he should be re­
leased ·than !he other, but it was apparent 
from the evidence that it was not a first 
offence. He would like to ask if the police 
magistrate who tried the case had been con­
sulted in that instance? In regard to the 
.abortionist of whom he spoke, they could see 
from his advertisements in some of the papers 
that he was carrying- on the same g-ame 
again, and yet this God-fearing- Ministry let 
loose a scoundrel like that to prey upon the 
people of Queensland. They ought to hide 
their heads in shame when a man like that 
was released before his time was up, unle•.s 
there were good and sufficient rea<.ons given 
for his reoease. In the case of Kenniff there 
was a doubt as to whether he committed 
murder, but there was .no doubt at all about 
the other case, and yet the Government let 
the one out and kept the other in prison. He 
would like to ask the Home Secretary what 
was the reason of the reduction in the salary 
of the superintendent at Rockhampton? Last 
year the salary was £300 and this year he was 
only down for £280. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: The old sunerinten­
uent, who wa.s the senior officer, died, and 
the present superintendent will get an in­
crease in salary, but he will uot get the same 
amount that Mr. Hamilton got, as he has 
not served the same period. 

i\lr. MANN: \Va.e~ it for the same reason 
that the salary of the chief warder at Bris­
bane had been reduced £10? 

The HO:'IIE SECRETARY: That is so. 
1\Ir. ·FORSYTH (Moreton): The question of 

the prison buildings at St. Helena had crop'' 
ped up in the report of the Comptroller of 
Prisons. The present buildings were very old, 
and the expense 0f keening them in proper 
repair would become !'reitter and greater each 
year, and the (}overnment should take into 
consideration the question of putting up new 
buildings altogether. He did not know 
whether it would benefit the prisoners; but, 
as far as classification was concerned, it would 
certainly be a .crrcat advantage. In his report, 
·on pa.ge 5, in connection with classification, 
the Comptroller said-

The classification of prisoners has been curried 
•out as far as practicable. Although very much 
is done in this direction, there are a few of our 
prisons which, by construction, will not admit of 
it being carried out as strictly as I would like, 
but I trust that before many years have passed 
'this will be remedied. 

He would like to a:sk the Home Secretary 
what the Government purposed doing in con­
nection with the erection of new buildings at 
St. Helena? 

Mr. LENNON: The cells are no bigger than 
uog kennels. 

Mr. FORSYTH: In any case he thought it 
was necessary to have new buildings as soon 
as possible. The Comptroller, in his report, 
on page 6, ·a;lso referred to the position of the 
warders. The salaries those men received 
were not paticularly high for that class of 
work, and the men in that position were en­
titled to some consideration. There was a 
recommendation in the report which he 
thought wa.s a particularlv good one. The 
Comptroller said-

\Vhen a· warder rrachcs the highest class in his 
rank, which is attained after ten years' service, 
provided his conduct has been good and he has 
given satisfaction in the performance of his 
duties, he has not much to look forward to, as 
opportunities for promotion to the higher grades 
are very few and far between. To somewhat 

ameliorate this. I would like to see some provision 
made whereby warders who have satisfactorily 
completed, say, fifteen years' service, and who a.re 
not occupying quarters free of charge, be granted 
a rent allowance. 

That was a particularly good suggestion, and 
he hoped it would be taken up by the Home 
Secretary. Thoge men deserved very greaJt 
consideration, and he certainl;y thought that a 
man after being engage? in that class ·of .work 
for fifteen years was entitled to some considera­
tion in the way of an allowance for rent or 
an annuity. That was a very fair thing to 
do. As a matter of fact, that system was 
becoming very prevalent, not only in connec­
tion with the Government, but mlso in connec­
tion with private firms The policy now ap­
peared to be in the commercial service, that 
after a man 'has served a certain time, if he 
was a' good man, he would receive something 
more than the actual remuneration he re­
ceived for his services. The chief warder at 
St. Helena, who was on the top, only re­
ceived £240 a year, and the senior wa:rder got 
£156 a vear. After all, that wrus not a very 
high salary, and those men deserved some 
consideration. The salaries of the warders 
ranged from £140 a year down to £100. That 
was not a very high salary either for a man. 
Of course, the juniors could not expect to get 
a very big salary, but they should be given 
increases each year until they obtained the 
maximum, and he certainly thought the 
maximum should be a good deal more than 
£140 a year. He did not see why they should 
not get £200 a year, and now that the 
country wa;s prosperous he hoped the Home 
Secretary would try and do something in con­
nection with the suggestion made, and also 
have the salaries increased 

Mr. CoYNE : We cannot do it here. 

:\'Ir. FORSYTH: They could get the 
opinion of the Committee, and an amount 
could be put on the Supplementary Estimates. 
That had been done two or three years ago 
in connection with the parliamentary 
librarian. 

The HOME SECRETARY: In reference to 
that matter, which was first brought before 
the Committee by the junior member for 
Brisbane South, he de,ired to inform the 
Committee that that hon. member, some six 
weeks or two months a(\O, broug-ht the matter 
before him, and in view of the information 
he had given, he (Mr. Appel) proposed to 
have the matter fully reported on with regard 
to getting the opinion of the permanent 
heads of the Prisons Department upon the 
subject-matter of increases to warders after 
they had served a certain number of years. 
Following out the promise, he had just re­
ceived a report which he proposed to submit 
to the Cabinet, and he thought the Com­
mittee-in view of the fact that the Govern­
ment had always endeavoured to do what was 
right and just in connection with the public 
servants-might rest assured that justice would 
be done to the present employees of the pri­
sons. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
The HOME SECRETARY: The representa,. 

tions which had been made by the Comp­
troller of Prisons to himself would receive 
the approbation of the whole prison service. 
He had not the least doubt of that, as it 
embodied what they considered was a fair 
thing as presented to him by the junior mem­
ber for South Brisbane. 

Mr. FOLEY : One of your own side? 

Hon. J. G. L!npel.] 
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The HOME SECRETARY: Yes. (Opposi­
tion laughter.) In view of the action which 
had been taken by hon. members opposite, 
he had no doubt they would like to claim the 
hon. member for Brisbane South as one of 
their side, but to that hon. member was due 
the recommenda.tion which he proposed to 
put before his colleagues in the Cabinet. It 
was due to the action of the junior member 
for South Brisbane in bringing before him 
what he considered was due and what was 
just to the prison .service. 

Mr. MuRPHY: Has it not been done by 
others as well? 

Mr. LENNON (to the Home Secretary): Is 
that the proper' 1uethod of going about it? 
Is that the method you recommend for mem­
bers to follow-to see you about it? 

The HOME SECRETARY: When hon. 
members brought matters under notice, and 
such matters had justice on their side, he 
could assure them that they would be in­
quired into, and if possible given effect to. 
He had always endeavoured to carry out 
that principle, and hon. members would give 
him the credit of always having done so. 
(Hear, hear!) 

Mr. 2\luRPHY: But why should one man be 
singled out like that? 

The HO::\IE SECR.ETARY: The clepuly 
leader of the Opposition referred to the 
salaries. The salaries were fixed on a clae,si­
fieution bas's. \'':hen an officer entered the 
prison service he received a eertain salary, 
and after a number of years he received a 
classification increase, and so on and so on. 

Mr. LENNON: Does that account for there 
being eleven senior warders in Brisbane and 
only three in Townsville? 

The HOME SECRETARY: Brisbane was 
considered to be the plum in the whole ser­
vice. As a man reached F·eniority he was 
transferred to Brisbane, as it was considered 
that Brisbane was the most desirable place 
to he stationed in. Townsville at the present 
tim0 had a large number of junior warders. 

Mr. LENNON : Juniors in age or service? 
The HOME SECRETARY: Both age and 

service. 
Mr. LENNON: I believe none of them are 

under thirty years. 

The HOME SECRETARY: That was the 
method adopted in connection with salades 
paid to the prison warders. The hon. member 
for W arrego referred to the case of a prisoner 
at St. Helena:, and he questioned whether an 
opinion was· taken from judges in all cases. 
For the information of the Committee, he 
could say that it was a rule that was abso­
lutely never depa'rted from. \Vhen a person 
was tried by a judge of the Supreme Court, 
that judge's opinion was always taken when 
a petition was received upon a question of 
any remission of sentence to that prisoner. 

Mr. CoYNE: Was that done in the cases of 
Dr. Forbes and Wilson 1 

The HOME SECRETARY: The justiciary 
claimed that they had that right, and that 
right had been accorded them. So far as the 
cruse of the abortionist was concerned, he 
knew absolutely nothing about the case, as 
it did not happen during the time he had 
been the administrator at the Home Depart­
ment. 

Mr. CoYNE : Then it is simply an innova­
tion? 

[Han. J. G. Appel. 

The H02\1E SECRETARY: It was claimed 
about three years a~o that owing to the 
omission in one cz:.se, v,rhich \Vas not the case 
in question-owing to the judge not having 
l•een consulted-the Chief J u~twe, on behalf 
of the bench, h·ought the matter lcefore the 
Cabinet that the justices claimed it as their 
right, and that right had always been ac­
corded to them. 

).lr. MURPHY: Why should it be? 

The HOME SECRETARY: They claimed 
it, and the right was accorded them, and he 
was not prepared to depart from it. Refer­
ring once more to the prisoner Kenniff, he 
informed the deputation which waited upon 
him +hot. h" nronosed to refer the matter to 
th;;- fud,ge ~l;o tried the ca.se, provided he 
wac, willing to express an opinion upon It. 
The judge agreed to express an opinion on it, 
and his opinion was to the effect that he 
dec1ined to recommend any remission or 
release of the prisoner in queo,tion. In view 
of the importance of the case, he could not 
see his wa> to go oubide that opinion. Now, 
so far a,s "the cas0•; tried by District Court 
judges and police magistrates were concerned, 
that rule was not followed to the sam<J extent 
as it ''as in the case of the Supreme Court 
judges, but during the time he had been ad­
ministering the Home Department, so far as 
it was possible, he had got an expression of 
opinion from the District Court judges upon 
petitions of pri,oners asking for remission or 
termination of their sentences. 

:'.lr. CoYNE: Don't forget that the judge in 
the case I refer to is not now a judge of the 
Supreme Court of Queensland but Df the 
,I-Iig h Court. 

The HOME SECRE-TARY: That was why 
he asked him if he was willing to express an 
opinion upon it, and it was a matter of cour­
tesy on his part that he was prepared to go 
through the papers and express an opinion 
on it. 

2\lr. CoYNE: It was a matter of earnest 
desire. 

The HOME SECRETARY: So far as that 
case was concerned. everv consideration would 
be given to the prisoner, and, according to 
his conduct and his industry no differentia­
tion would be made so far· a' he was con­
c<>rned. He would be treated in entirely the 
same way as any other prisoner. The hon. 
member for Rosewood referred to the 
matrons. He was sure that members of the 
Committee were always willing to do so~e­
thine; for the fair _sex. (Laughter.) The 
matrons who received only £10' were the 
wives of the lockup-keepers, and, in many 
instances, they did not have more than one 
or two cases in the twelve months. They re­
ceived a sufficient amount for their services, 
as in many instances they received at the rate 
of £1, £2; or £3 sometimes for each inmate. 

Mr. LENNON: What about the matron iH 
Brisbane at £100 and the matron in Towns­
ville at £60? 

The HOi'\IE SECRETARY: In Brisbane 
the female gaol was an institution in itself, 
but in Townsville it was only a ward of the 
gaol there. In connection with the buildings 
at St. Helena, to which attention had been 
drawn in the report of the Comptroller, it 
was proposed to get the Works Department 
to draw up a plan and estimate of the prob­
able cost of a new gaol there. T11at would 
be done during the present financial year, 
and prorably on the next Estimate.J hon. 
members wDuld be asked to vote the neces­
sexy appr?priation f~r the erection of a gaol 
there whrch would oe up to date. At the 
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same time, members who visited the o aol 
despite the fact that it was liable to bfire' 
would admit-as VIsitors from all parts of th~ 
world adrnrtted-that m every way every at. 
tempt had been made to make it as com· 
fortable and perfect as a gaol should be made. 
\Vith the officers in charge there, it was more 
a reformatory than a penitentiary. He was 

pieased to sav that manv men 
[4.3() p.m.] ·who had pas·sed through that gaol 

had learned a trade, and when 
they were released they entered into and car­
ned on the trade or business they had learned 
there, and were now reputable members of 
'3ociety. 

i\Ir. LESINA: On,, of the most gratifying 
features of the report of the Comptroller­
General of Prisons was to be found in the 
table at the yery_ beginning. In view of the 
fact that a great deal had been heard durinrr 
t~e past few years about the moral degrad,;,-: 
twn of the people of this State owing to the 
lack of religious instruction in 'State whools 
it was gratifying to learn from the cold: 
blooded automatic statistician that our 
criminal population was rapidly decreasing 
and that from eyery point of view the peopl~ 
of Queensland were an increasingly moral 
people. Acccrdin.e.: to the report, on the last 
day of _1904 out of _every 925 of the general 
populatiOn one was m gaol, while on the last 
day of 19()9 only one in every 1,121 was in gaol. 
That was about a' adequate a reply as they 
could offer to the jererniades of the Bible in 
State schools people and the Council of 
Pu~lic l\Iorals, who made reckle•s charges 
agamst the morals of the people of this State. 
If the people were deo:enerate or had become 
demoralised through the lack of religious in­
struction, there would Lo a Jar;-- er number of 
persons in '(aol than was shown by those 
statistics. St. Helena was an excellently con· 
ducted institution, and, apart from the fad 
that it had some architectural disabilities, 
wbich the Horne Secretarv told them would 
be corrected in the course--of time, it was one 
of the be,t-conducted institutions of its kind 
in the world. With regard to the cost of 
maintaining- prisoners, the Comptroller said-

Tnking into consi leration the total expenditure for 
supervision, maintemmee. and all rPqnirements. the 
gross cost of pris'lners per he~d was £48 11::-. 3d. If the 
£10,895 15s. for manuf:lctnref'l. ttc, be tal<en into &c­
count, the cost per head is redtwed to £?.0 7-?.. Sd. 

The fact that the cost of maintena-nce was 
being reduced. and the fact that young men 
were being trained in habits of industry so 
that later on when they became free men the.v 
mig:ht maintain themselves, were splendid 
achrevem<mts. The work done by Captain 
Pen_nefather stood to his credit, and he (:\Ir. 
Lesma) ventured to say that, taking- it a,s a 
whole, the St. Helena Prison stood pre­
eminently above all other prisons in Australia 
for humanita.rian and economical adrninistra· 
tion .. Therefore, he was inclined to join him­
self w1th those members who advocated hivher 
rate~ of. rm;nuneration for those <>rnployed in 
the mst.rtubon, and he hoped the sugg-Estions 
made in that connection would receive con· 
sideration when the Government were fram­
ing the Supplementary Estimates. The 
Oomptroller said-

Specht1 a.tten1ion UHs bePn giVf~n to the t1·nining of 
~·onthfnl offender~. 11nd thol".e of :fir-~t conviction. in 
trades which m:-t\' he hrlpfnl to them in obtHining an 
honest nnd profPah1P livb•g when re1eRSPd from prio:;on 
and I believe that manv have been benefited thrreby. ' 

That was a good thing. As a matter of fact, 
those youthful offenders shonld he treatE-d as 
wards of the State, maintained in an indus· 
trial prison, and he thought they should be 
paid certain wages, as they were in prisons 

in other places, a certain proportion of which 
should be applied to their own k<>ep and a 
certain proportion to the maintenance of 
their families, if they had families. He was 
glad to notice from Table XL of the report, 
which gave a return of the offences com· 
mitted within the prison and the punishments 
awardf·'d, thctt there had been no dark cell or 
corporal punishments. Punishments of that 
nature were relics of barbarism. A few years 
back he used to find a number of ca••es in 
which prisoners were committed to dark cells 
or suffered corporal punishment. He was 
glad to see that this prison had been so con· 
ducted recently that the authorities were able 
to dispen,e entirely with corporal punishment. 
He should also like to see capital punishment 
abolished. With regard to the case of James 
Kenniff, which the hon. member for 'Van·ego 
had advocated for years, he was pleased to 
hear the Home Secretar> say that it would 
be taken into comid<:>ration. From the first 
he IMr. Lesina) had had his doubts, as many 
persons had their doubts. with respect to the 
participation by James K<mniff in the murder 
of Constable Doyle, for which his brother was 
hanged. He had always held the view that 
if Patrick Kenniff was guiltv James Kenniif 
was guilty, and that both s'hould have been 
hanged, or both should have been reprieved. 
However, he hop<>d that the Ca.binet would 
!live the case their favourable consideration. 
The Home Secretary had pointed out that 
visitors to St. Helena had spoken very highly 
of the institution as compared with other 
establishments they had seen. The Comptrol· 
ler referred to that fact in his report, and 
stated that Mr. Ambrose Pratt, the well· 
known author and journalist, had visibed St. 
Helena, and expressed the opinion that "it is 
a reformatory prison of which any country 
might be proud." There wa'• also this in the 
report in conn<>ction with "Hygiene"-

The Rev. William Asher, of the Chapman-Alex· 
ander }fissiun, who is intimately acquainted with 
the Vltrious prison systems of the United ~tates of 
America, stated, jn a letter to me respecting his 
visit to Rt. Helena, on the 8th ,Tuly last-

" My visit to St. Helena was a delightful sur· 
prise. I never found a better condition of affairs 
anywhere. I found the cellrooms absolutely clean 
and well ventilated. It is true that the cells are 
r1.ther small, but when one remembers that they 
are used a]most onlv for sleeping purroses it 
vtDrks no hardship on 1:-hE' prisonE'r. Going through 
tlie workshops, I found they WE're neat, tidy, and 
clean. r:ehe ceilings are a good height, allowing 
plenty of good fresh air to circulate through the 
rooms. I know of no prison where there is a 
better sanitary arrangement." 

Further on the Comptroller-General of Prisons 
pointed out that since the inauguration of the 
system of separate treatment of female pri· 
soners there had been a gratifying deurease 
in the number of female prisoners received. 
If that system was generally adopted, there 
would be no inducement for females of that 
type to welcome a conviction. \Vhere the 
separate system of treatment was not adopted 
they welcomed an occa,sional conviction, be· 
cause goin!l to gaol was like returning home, 
where they could swap opinions with t!:Jeir 
friends. Generally, he thought the pnson 
system in Queensland was one of which they 
might verv well be proud; and Captain 
Pennefather deserved great credit for it,s ad­
ministration. 

:\'Ir. WINSTX!\'LEY: In the report of the 
Comptroller-General of Prisons there was a 
number of statements well worthy of con· 
sideration. This was one-

It is necessary for me to press home the solemn 
fact that we are all potential criminals, but saved 
by our heredity, education, <and environment .. 

Mr. Winstanley.] 
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Change any of these factors, and we are at once 
on the edge of a precipice. '\Ye need not, there~ 
fore, be proud of our virtues, but thankful that we 
are permitted to have them. 

The consideration of that ,statement should 
lead them to temper justice with mercy. In 
a great many instances the persons sent to 
gaol were '"more sinned against than sin­
ning," and had been transgre,sed against be­
fore committing the offence which led to their 
imprisonment. There was also this state­
ment-

When a criminal is caught he should not be 
treated like a hunted animal, Lut like a diseased 
organism, or even as a psychological problem. 

The treatment of prisoner;; in the past had 
been in the wrong direction; but steps were 
now being taken to go on different lines and 
get at the causes which brought people to 
prison. One thing that produced reformative 
effects as well as a decrease in the number 
of criminals was the fact that they were put 
in places like St. Helena, which could. hardly 
be characterised as a prison, compared with 
penal establishments of past timPi. One of 
the reasons whv men found themselv<'>· in 
prison was the 'fact that they had not been 
profitably employed when nt large; and one 
of the things to bring about their reformation 
was to have them usefully and profitably em­
ployed. He also thought that something more 
might be done-they might be given a better 
opportunity than was sometimes given to 
them when thev regained their liberty. The 
establishment at St. Helena wa.s profitably 
worked, but he was sorry to say that was not 
true of some of the other i"aols. The nverage 
number of prisoners in that establishment 
was 248, and the value of their productions 
was £11,554 19s. At Stewart's Creek, where 
there were 100 prisoners, the va!ue of the 
work was only £1,878. 

The HoME SECRETARY: They have not the 
same opportunities. 

l\lr. WINI'\TANI.EY: The Comptroller 
pointed out the fact that there were not the 
same facilities or opportunities at Stewart's 
Creek, but he sa.id that sufficient work was 
found! to keep them oonstantly employed. 
There was a difference, however, in different 
kinds of work; and he thought they should 
be profitably employed as far as possible. The 
value of the manufacturf'•A was put down a.s 
£475, and the value of the ordinary service 
of the prison at £1,402. It seemed strange 
that such a number of men should nut in 
their time chopping wood and emptying slops 
and performing other services in connection 
with the prison. He believed they did not 
even bake their own bread. Somethrng should 
be done in the direction of having them pro­
fitablv employed, not onlv from an economic 
standpoint but also from ·a reformative stand­
point .. He also noticed that reference was 
made ·111 the report to indeterminate sen­
tences. It had been pointed out that while 
it had not J.een acted on to any great 'extent, 
there was reason to believe that it was not 
so much a question of the time a man put in 
as the recovery ~e mad? towards being a 
he&lthy human bemg wh1ch should determine 
t~e ler:gph of. time that he stopped there. In 
h1s opmwn, 1t would be infinitelv better in a 
large number of instances if these men were 
sent. to th!'se establishn;ents, not for any 
speCified t1me but unt1] those in charge 
thought it would be quite safe to set them 
at liberty again, and that they could regain 
th";ir footing in society. He thought that 
solitary confinement and corporal punishment 
should be done away with. We were begin­
ning to recognise that it was not a matter of 

[.Mr w.:n#anley. 

inflicting punishment so much as to bring 
about a reformation in the character and life 
of these people. He thought that, in the case> 
he had referred to, it would be fitting during 
the coronation year to consider whether that 
individual should not be released. On the 
whole, he thou!j'ht we were dealing in the 
right manner w1th these people, and, a.s far 
as the warders were concerned, he did not 
think any of them were over-rcmunemted_ 
The w0rk the ''ardors hnd to do wa.s not up­
lifting; they had not much to look forward to 
after putting in ten or twenty years at this 
work, and they were entitled to the very best 
consideration. IIe thought £100 a year was 
not an adequate remuneration, even if they 
went up there on probation. One would think 
that £2 lOs. a week wa,s little enough to .Rive 
a man ,-ho was practica!ly ,shut up for the 
bulk of his time from society. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The hon. member 
must remember that there is, in addition, 
rations and uniforms and regular leave. 

Mr. WINSTANL~: Yes; but the work 
was such that a man deserved all he got. 

The ACTING CHAIRMAN indicated thnt the 
hon. member's time had expired. 

Mr. McLACHLAN (Fortiturle T'alley): 
The Minister had made reference to the fact 
that matters had been brought under his 
uotice bv the hon. 'member for South Bris­
bane some six weeks ago, and as a result 
of investigations which had taken place he 
had received a report which he proposed to 
submit to the Cabinet, which he thought 
would be accepted and would have the effect 
of improving the conditions of the warders. 
It was a pity that it took six weeks to get 
the information together, and that they could 
not have the report when they discussed the 
Estimates. It would have facilitated the 
passage of the Estimates if the Minister had 
been able to place before the Committee the 
exact information which he had in his posses­
sion. Before the Minister rose to speak he 
thought he would have had an opportunity 
of bringing under his notice another matter 
in connection with the warders on which he 
had not touched, and that was the r.eduction 
in uniforms supplied to prison ward8rs. Some 
little time ago a question was asked by the 
hon. member for Barcoo with reference to 
the uniforms formerly supplied to warders 
and those supplied now, and there was a 
considerable reduction in those now supplied. 
In looking through the replies to the question 
he found there were several articles which 
the warders received recently which were not. 
now allowed. The total amount of the saving 
per annum was £170. He would like the 
Minister to give some information as to the 
necessity for this cheeseparing in connection 
with the salaries and allowances of lower­
paid officers in the Government service. It 
had been pointed out that warders were 
receiving ns low a salary as £100 per annum, 
and· still the clothing and other allowances 
had been reduced. He did not think warders 
were receiving any too much in the way of 
wenring apparel prior to the reduction which 
had taken place, and the Minister might 
take into consideration the question of restor­
ing the articles taken from them. He found 
that, not only in the prison service but in 
other services throughout the State, there was 
a tendency to ask men, simply because they 
happened to be juniors, to work at a low 
figure. To be a junior in the public service 
did not necessarily mean that the persons 
concerned were young. It might mean a 
man or woman over forty years of age, but 
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because they had not been long in the service 
they were classified as juniors. In connec­
tion with the Federal public service, there 
was a regulation that any employee after 
three years' service was to receive a minimum 
salary of not less than £110 a year. He 
noticed, since the change which had taken 
place recently in connection with the Com­
monwealth Government, that_ on and after 
1st January next, there was to be a minimum 
salary paid to all Federal public servants 
over the age of twenty-one years of £110 a· 
year, irrespective of the length of time they 
might have been employed in the service. 
That was a step in the right direction. He 
had advocated in this House that them should 
be established in the public service, and in 
connection with wages generally, what might 
be termed a national minimum. In his 
opinion ls. an hour was little enough to offer 
any adult as recompense for services ren­
dered. The Minister might take this into 
consideration in connection with tlo.e prison 
service. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The £100 a year 
here is worth more than £110. There are 
quarters and food and uniforms. 

Mr. McLACHLAN: He understood there 
were certain privileges attaching to persons 
in the prison service and other services, but 
that did not alter the fact that £11)0 a year 
was very 'small for the arduous work of the 
position of a warder. He trusted that the 
report which the Minister had received hom 
the Comptroller would have the <'ffect of 
increasing the wages of warders to such an 
extent that they would be amply paid for 
the work they performed. He ·again im­
pressed upon the Home Secretary the desir­
ableness of reviewing the matter of uniforms. 

The total amount involved was 
[5 p m.] only £170, and that was less than 

the increases given to two highly­
paicl officers in the service. 

Mr. NEVITT (Carpentaria): During the 
last twelve months he had visitecl one or 
two of the penal establishments, and in 
every case he was very pleased to find every­
thing ;n a very good condition. The prison 
staffs were a credit to the department. At 
the same time, he was inclined to think 
some of the junior members of the staffs 
were not sufficiently remunerated. In some 
of the small country prisons, the superintend­
ent of which usually nolds the rank of 
senior constable or acting sergeant, the 
salary paid by the Prisons Department was 
only £20 per annum. That was not an 
adequate salary for the extra re,sponsibi!ity 
placed upon "the officers in charge. He was 
pleased that in some of those country gaols 
the system of providing work for the 
prisoners had been inaugurated, with bene­
ficial rp;mlts to the prisoners and at reduced 
east to the country. He hoped the Minister 
would bring it under the notice of the Comp­
t"roller that this entailed a considerable 
amount of extra work on the superintend­
ents. He knew of one place where they 
purchased firewood by the cord, and the 
prisoners were employed in cutting it up. 
There was a good deal of extra work in 
purchasing the wood, disposing of it, and 
keeping the books; and yet the superin­
tendent received no additional r··munera­
tion for the extra work. He was pleased 
to learn from the superintendent of one of 
the larger establishments that he attributed 
the diminution in the number of prisoners 
to the exisence of old-age pensions. His 

explanation was that formei-ly many people· 
had been sent to prison under the V agraney. 
Act, but, now that they were receiving old­
age pensions, they were not compelled to 
seek the protection of the gaol to keep body 
and soul together. The explanation was a 
very reasonable one, and he was pleased to 
think that he was one of those who had advo­
cated the granting of old-age pensions. The· 
report of the Comptroller was not so favour­
able with regard to Stewart's Creek as in' 
connection with St. Helena. That was be­
cause the same conditions for the employ­
ment of the pr1soners did not exist at the· 
former prison. In the choice of a site for­
any future prison, the Government shouldl 
keep in mind the necessity for selecting a: 
place where pri.on labour could be 1~tilised· 
to the best advantage. They shuuH not~ 
choose a practically barren spot like Stew-­
art's Creek, where there was no work for 
the prisoners to do. There was an old: 
saying that " Satan finds some mischief still 
for idle hands to do," and that was as true· 
in the case of prisoners as in the case of 
other people. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The han member· 
is not inferring that the superintendents are· 
Satan, I hope. 

:\Ir. NEVITT: His point was that it was· 
far better for a prisoner if his time was; 
useful!~· and profitably occupied. 

The HoME SECRETARY: Hear, hear! 

Mr. NEVITT: The syfltem should be ex~­
tended. They could ?Ot go too far with it.. 
Prisoners had told h1m that they could not­
be better treated than they were by the· 
prison officials, a fact which spoke well for· 
the department. When they found such a 
creditable state of affairs, it was their duty as­
members of Parliament to give credit where 
that credit was due. 

Mr. LENNON: Seeing that the Home 
Secretary was apparently quite ignorant in 
regard to the condition of affairs in t?e 
prisons until the junior member fur Ens­
bane South brought under his notice, six 
weeks ago, the condition of things prevailing 
in the Brisbane Gaol, he would like to, say 
that he (Mr. Lennon) had briefly referred to 
the state of thinrrs in the Townsville Gaol 
last year. Hansa--;.d, volume civ., page 646, 
reported him as saying-

He noticed thnt the ~ame old rule wns obsen·ed in 
this department as had been observed in all ot?ers: or 
givin.g the man at the top cf the tree a substautw_l nse, 
whilst verv few increases were granted to thn~c 111 t.he· 
lower grades nf rhp, f.l.ervice. There wrtt.:t 011ly a net 1n~ 
crease of £17 for the penal establishment at Towns­
ville. 

That was not a very large increase. In hi• 
copy of the Estimates for this year he had· 
made this marginal note agamst the Towns-· 
ville Penal Establishment: " Are none of 
these men deserving of an increase? " The· 
total increase they got among them last 
year was £17, and this year they 1;0t less. 
than nothing, if he might u~e the expres­
sion because there was a fallmg off of £11 
in the vote, brought about by the 'act that 
the classification increages to warders and 
probationer,s--which he presumed were auto­
matic rises-were £40 last year and only 
£29 this year. Leaving out the senior 
warders who obtained the fat salary nf £140 
per an~um-and which was described by 
the Home Secretary as the very plum of the· 
service-a real magnum bonum at that­
the probationers and others in the lower 
grades had only got among them the large 

Mr. Lennon-.1 
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increase of £29: Divided among (•ight, it 
worked out at £3 12s. 6d. each. What a 
.considerate and generous Governmt•nt this 
was to those in the lower ranks of the 
service! H was perfectly futile for the 
Home Secretary to plume himself on the fact 
:that the Government were considering those 
men. All their consideration and all their 
thought was directed towards the highlJ·-paid 
men; and that was proved particularly in 
regard to the vote. He hoped that even at 
-this late hour the Home Secretary would 
place small increases for the lower-taid men 
on the Supplementary Estimates. 

The Hoxm SECRETARY: I can assure the 
hon. member it is safe in my hands. 

Mr. LENNON: He did not want to im­
·pngn the. hon. membAr's kindness of heart 
or good intentions, but the cold, hard facts 
were that in Townsville there were no in­
. creasoo last year and none this year. It was 
.a remarkable thing that those men who had to 
,put up with a miserable pittance only re­
. eeived an incre'!SC of £3 12s. 6d. per annum, 
The Goyernment should take into considera­
-tion the fact that there was a considerable 
.element of danger in connection with their 
work. Tha£ was taken into consideration in 
connection with wme walks in life, particu­
larly in regard to the policE'. who were allowed 
to retire on a good pension; and in connec­
tion with warder,>, where that element of 
·danger was also present, it should be taken 
into consideration in the matter of their pay. 
He sincerely hoped· that there would be no 
need for him in the future to refer to that 
matter again. 

Mr, MANN: The time at the disposal of 
hon. members wa,s too short to discuss the 
p_risons report, but he wished to bring par­
ticularly ur:der the Home becretary's notice 
the report m connection with buildino-s. The 
-Comptroller-General stated- " 

The variou~ pdson buildings m·e generally in a fair 
state of repair. A:; pointed. out in previous reports, 
new buildings :ne required nt R.oma and Cairns, nnd 
mot-t parti<'nlarly at the lattBr phwc. as the population 
of that town ancl distrh~t js on the j,·m·eai<le. rrhe 
present vrisnn n<>commorla.tion, which only consists of 
wards1 in which seventl prisoners have to bC confined, is 
inadequate for the prP"'ent requirements nnd un~uitable 
both from a hygienic :md administrative standpoint. 

It was a rather serious reflection on the head 
·of the depa.rtment that such a state of things 
should be allowed to go on, and that wa.s the 
second report on the matter. He might tell 
th~ Home Secretary ihat the prison yard in 
·Cairns abutted on io one of the main streets, 
and the people walking past could see the 
prisoners in the ·yard. He would aim -point. 
nut that the buildings put up by the business 
people in Cairns were far ahead of those put 
up by the State. Not onlv ihe prison but 
~he ~ourthouse and every other public build­
mg m Cairns was in need of enlargement: 
He did not accuse the Home Secretary in re­
·gard to the abortionist-he only accused the 
Government. He admitted that it was the 
previous occupant of that position who was 
~·esponsible, 

The ACTING CHAIRiVIAN: Order, order! 
As that man was released some years ago 
he cannot be discussed on these E;timates. 

Mr. :\IANN: Tell me when he was re-
1ewsed. 

Th" ACTIJ\'G CHAIR!\IAN: It was last 
;Year he was released. 

Mr. MANN' The prisoner Kenniff was 
sentenced ,some years ago. 

[Mr. Lennon. 

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: The hon. 
member is not discussing the Kenniff case. 

Mr. MANN: He was glad the Home Sec­
retary took so much notice of members on the 
Government side in regard to what should be 
done in connection with the prisons, a.nd 
hoped it would be a iip to members on the 
Oppoeition side, when they got on the 
Treasury benches, that if any particular in­
,stitution wanted reforming they would alway< 
assure the Hou·e that the member for the 
district was responsible for drawing attention 
to the matter, and it was attended to, 

Question put and passed, 

QUARANTINE. 
The HOME SECRETARY: No appropria­

tion was asked for in connection with quaran­
tine, that matter having been taken over by 
the Federal Government . 

REGISTR.-l.R-GENERAL . 

The HOME SECRETARY moved that 
£G,4t20 be granted for "Registrar-General." 
Hon. members would ob;erve that there was 
a net increase in that vote of £50, The Go­
vernJnent Stati:->tican <1nd Regiqtrar-General 
had received an increa,se of £20, the .second 
compiler an increase of £10; the salary of 
Mr. Staiger had been increased by £10; Mr. 
,Jones had also received an increase of £10 ; 
and Misses Barns and Reinhold had each re­
ceived an increase of £10; ;\lr. Robinson an 
increase of £10, and the secon:d and tliird 
each received an increase of £10; and the 
tvnist had also received an increase of £1 0. 
That was in the statistical branch. In the 
registry office the chief clerk received _an 
increase of £10. and the second and third 
clerks car:h an incrC,l•Se of £10; Misses Nesbit 
and ~dills had each received an increase of 
£10, Miss Timmins an increaao of £10, and 
J\fasterton had also received an increass of 
£10. There were two additional clerks 
appointed at £60 each, Clerk, office, A 
district, Charh~r.s Towers, an increase of 
£10; provision clerk, office, A district, regis­
trar, Toowoomba, an increase of £70; dis­
trict registrar, Maryborough, an increase of 
£10; and district registrar. Rockha.mpton, an 
increase of £10, No provision was made for the 
district registrar at Toowoomba, which gave 
a decrease of £150. There was aLso a decrease 
of £100 in the item " Fees to District Regis­
trars," and a decrease of £200. " Postage, -
Telegrams, and Incidentals," and an increase 
in connection with railway fares and printing 
of £100, 

Question put and passed. 

OUTDOOR RELIEF. 

The HOME SECRETARY moved that 
£6,119 be gra.nted for "Outdoor Relief." In 
connection with that appropriat'on, hon. mem­
bers would observe that there was a decrease 
of £1.030, which was caused hy the provision 
vote being reduced by the ,sum of £1,0!i0. 
owi!'g to the number of applicant~ for relief 
havmg decreased. There wa-s an mcrea,3e of 
£10 in the salary rf the principal clerk, and 
an increase of £10 to the storekeeper. 

Question put and passed. 

i\IISOELLANEOUS. 

The I-I0}1E SECRETARY moved that 
£9,200 be granted for " Miscellaneous Ser­
vices." Hon. members would observe that 
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an increase of £1,149' was asked for. The vote 
for ''Fire Briga.des" was increased bv £800, 
"'Incidental and :Miscellaneous Expen><>~s" WELl 

incre,o.sed by £700, railwav fares and print­
ing an increase of £500. Ther2 was a de­
crease of £81 which last :vear was granted 
for the purchase of land a.nd buildings at 
Wooloowin where an infants' home had been 
establ~shed. 

Mr. LENNON: He was sorry that the 
Home Secretary did not give a little more 
detailed information with regard to '' Inciden­
tal and l\Iiscellanoous Exoenses." There was 
an increase in the item of ·£700. It was a very 
convenient description, "JY1iscellaneous and 
Sundries." It was very conv;mient for people 
who did not want to give much information. 
" Fire Brigades" also showed an increase of 
£800. He did not know whether that was paid 
according to the importance of the brigade 
Dr if it was a percentage in proportion to the 
amount contributed by fire insurance com­
panics. " Railway Fares and Freights, Print­
Ing, Stationery, etc.," al'%.-0 showed an increase 
of £500. There were three l•ig increases and 
he would like some information about th~m. 

The HO:\IE SECRETARY: The expenditure 
for " Incidental and l\Iisccllaneous Expenses" 
was based on the expenditure of the pre­
vious year. It included such things as postage, 
petty cash, telegrams, messenger's allow a nee 
rent, Pharmacy Board, altering statute-books: 
telephones, expenses for entertaining dele­
gates to Local Authorities' Conference, furni­
ture for Minister's room, maintenance of 
neglected ch!ldren, dredging near Queen's 
'.Yha,rf. overt_Ime, legal expenses, visiting jus­
tices travellmg expenses local ,audit board 
clearin,g debris from Ma~intyre Bridge, com: 
pe'!satwn for _wrongful arrest, burials, type­
wnte~s, repairs, etc., . o!fice repairs, tea 
~amplmg, passaces, prohibition orders, clean­
mg, newspapers, books, and sundries. 

Mr. LENNON: What about the increase to 
fire brigades-on what basis was the money 
paid? 

The HOME SECRETARY: On the amount 
granted by the local authorities, which had 
also to he granted by the fire insurance com­
panies. It was a percentage on that amount 
and was fixed by statute. 

Mr. McLACHLAN thought that some 
assistar:ce should be given to the volunteer 
fire bngades out of the vote. When the 
Es.ti;nates wer~ being dis_cuss~d last year the 
JM;Imste~ promis~d to brmg m an amending 
FI'!'e Bngwdes B1l_l, and to bring the volunteer 
bngades under It. The volunteer brigades 
did a lot of useful work. They attended fires 
without any remuneration, simply as a volun­
tary_ act, a:nd in many instances they went 
outside their boundary and helped other bri­
ga~es at fires. They assisted materially in 
savmg property, and as they had a: difficultv 
in carrying O? at times, he hoped they would 
get some assistance out of the vote. At the 
present time they relied solelv on local sub-
scriptions. · 

Mr. J. }1. HUNTER: He noticed "Rail­
way Fares and Freights," and he presumed) 
the police were pa-id out of the vote. He spoke 
to the Home Secretar:v some time ago about a 
license granted to th~ Club and Royal Hotel 
at Roma. , · 

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Order! I do 
not think the hon. member can bring it in 
Iiere. So far as I can see, there is no money 
granted for licenses here. 

The HoME SECRETARY: I have no objection. 

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: It is not a 
matter whether the Home Secretary has any 
objection, but whether it can be done orderly 
on this vote, and I do not think it can. The 
hon. member has other chances of speaking 
on it, such as the vote for inland revenue. 

Mr. J. M. HuNTER: What about the rail­
way freights and fares to the police? 

The ACTING CHAIRJ\1AN: I understand 
that that is paid out of the travelling allow­
ances under tho police vote. 

Question put and pa:>sed. 
ABORIGINALS, RELIEF OF-POSTPONED VOTE. 
'The HOME SECRETARY moved that 

£13,160 bo granted for ''Aboriginals, Relief 
of.'·' There was an increase of £3,940 over the 
previous year. There was an increase to the 
Chief Protector, :\Ir. Howard, of £30; increase 
to the chief clerk, J. Bleakley, £190 to £200; 
J. Niell, a new appointment, £80; increase to 
cadet clerk, J. T. Mulcahy, £39 to :'-~50. 
Thursday VIand w:ts practically a decrease, 
as there was no provision made for a protector, 
the work being performed by the clerk of 
petty sesoions. The assistant superintendent 
at Barambah received an increase of £10, and 
the school teacher at Barambah received an 
increase of £12. There was an increase of 
£1,700 in the provisions and incidentals at 
Barambah, increase for provi~,ions and inci­
dentals at Taroom of £600, and an increase 
of blankets, clothing, transport, relief rations 
tra veiling expenses, postage, and incidental~ 
of £1,500. The increase on the whole vote 
was £3,940. 

Mr. MANN wanted to say a few words in 
regard to Yarrabah Mission Station. The 
reports in connection with the mission station 
had been circulated amon[(st members, and 
they were all familar with what had been 
done there. They had the report of Mr. 
Grant, police magistrate at Cairns, and Mr. 
Howard, Chief Protector; and also what had 
been sai,d in rebuttal by the church d;gnitaries. 
Although they were very indignant with the 
r-:>port of Mr. Grant, he noticed that tht' Chief 
Protector di,d not go into the matter of morals 
so fully and deeply as Mr. Grant, still he 
bore out what Mr. Grant said in every jot 
and tittle of his report as to the manner in 
which the miss:on was being conducted in­
dustrially. He would urge the Home Secre-

tary not to be too tender in his 
[5.30 p.m.] consideration for the feelings of 

these church people, but to step 
in and take control of the mission himself, 
and run it on proper lines. In fact, the Go­
vernment should run all these mission sta­
tions, and not leave them to the haphazard 
management of people who had no idea of 
carrying them on in a practical and syste­
matic mannN. Both Mr. Grant and Mr. 
Howard maintained that the mission at 
Y arrabah was run in the most slipshod man­
ner possible. Mr Grant mentioned the case 
of a white woman who came from that in­
stitution and went to live with a blackfellow. 
Mr. Howard did not go into that matter, but 
he (Mr. Mann) was satisfied that if he had 
done so he would have borne out the state­
ments made by Mr. Grant in every particular. 
Whatever else Mr. Grant might he, he was a 
fair-minded and sensible man, and he stated 
that one of the persons in charge of that sta:­
tion went and lay in the sun for hours at a 
place which the women frequented for bath­
ing purposes. That was a scandal and a 
shame, and should be stopped. The Govern­
ment ought to make a root-and-branch 

Mr. Mann-] 
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reformation in the conduct of the institution 
and take over and run the station as ~ 
Government institution, and manage it in 
such a way as would make it a benefit to the 
aboriginals located there and the community 
at large. A fnend of his, whose word could 
be relied ~pon, told hi:n _that a couple who 
were marned at the mission station had run 
!'way. That ·was no new thing: anyone read­
mg the newspapers would notice frequently 
accounts of boys and g1rls abscondina- from 
Y ar.rabah: The authorities at the ~ission 
statwn did not trouble about getting that 
woman back, but they were always anxious 
to get back the boy, who was expert in 
managmg the cutter. If the Home Secre­
toxy ':"ould send aJ. man like Police Magistrate 
Ranlnng- to the mission to report upon it he 
would find that every word in Mr. Gr~nt's 
report. would be borne out to the utmost. 
Archbishop Donaldso_n had admitted that Mr. 
Howard was nght m his statement, and if 
pushed he wc_mld probably admit that Mr. 
Grant was r.. r1ght als'?· Nearly every mail 
he . {Mr: NlaJ?-n) recmved newspapers from 
Ci'n·ns m ;vh10h there were reports of abori­
gmals havmg .~un away from the mission 
because. they dm not get sufficient food there. 
The Ca<rns Post of 6th October contained the 
followmg:-

IL-\uum Eo\.CIL 

It WM rePentlymentionPd in the Pm;i tLnt two blacks 
hu~band ~u:d Wlff, fro.m Yarrabah, 1·arne to Cairns som~ 
Ua.\ ~ aw> "_'It h t.h' tlf'~n·e of working for a certain resi~ 
~~nt; l!avmg, It WR$ ~~del, been lirPd of 1he mission. 

CJ \\ent to the hom•e of tllis tr~\\ll>~Jnan and com­
~nenre1 ~\'nrk, hnt ye.-o.torday tlJe pq}ipp, to"k them 
1n c!J;.~rg.~ ''I 1d lwnded them b'H·k to the Yarrabalt 
a who. Jt.I~-"S though llPither had :my d sire to to baci· 
~~w res1dPJ_1t im.rn_ediattly pi:~ era· 1 he matter lu t.l;~ 

an.tis of h1s .:::ohe1tnrs. and the t:.Jkirw nr the bl ·k 
a,!!':nnst theit· "ill has CR.Ilsed a g.,nd dPal of lndio-n· ~~ 8 

locally .. _It is ltn1ierstoort that the female ab~ri:i:1~~ 
maUe ~ntu-t.ble app ·~11~ to he saved from her captors~"'~ but 
she and her husl:and wer·e hauled back. ' 

W~mld the H_ome Secretary allow that kind of 
tlung to contmue, or would he step in and see 
~hat those people got a fair deal? Accord­
li!g ~o the reports of lcoth :\Ir. Grant and Mr. 
Ho" ard, they had. the best excuse in thP 
world for: abscondmg- from the mi,•ion. If 
the mi~-swn was managed properly there 
v~·ould be a lot .m~:n·e land put under 'cu 'tiva­
tion,_ and the m:sswn would be made self-sup­
portmg. The reports of 1\Tr. Grant and Mr 
Howard showed that on Fitzroy Island ther~ 
W&s ha:·dly any game, and hardly anv means 
of subsistence, exc~pt a few bananas 'and •me 
or two P':lll_ls. If I_t could l'e proved th~t life 
at the misswn stahon was fairly comfortable 
and that the people were welf fed and well 
looked after, on_e would think t.hat the police 
were dome: their dl]ty in taking back run­
aways, but the v;hole tenor of the reports was 
to the effect that the al:-originals were not fed 
as t.hey ,should be. The Home Secretarv 
should take his. C<?Urage in both ha.nds, and 
take ~wer the misswn, and run it in a manner 
befittmg- a eountry li~e Queensland, which 
spent ffo much on charity. 

Mr. :\IFRPHY: There is too much prayer 
and not enou~h tucker. 

. :\~r. )VI ANN: The mission exemp~ified the 
~IStl_nchon between Churchianitv and Chris­
tiamty. It was run on church lines instead of 
on Christian line-;. He should like to kno,.; 
the rea·son why a telegram was sent to J\Ir. 
Howard. askin ~ him to wait nntil he was ac­
companied to the island by one of the church 
people before making his report. 

The HOME SECRETARY: \Vhat telegram does 
the hon. member refer to? 

[Jl r. l'111111. 

:Mr. MANN: The telegram sent to Mr. 
Howard asking him not to make his report 
until he ha i been accompanied t-o the island 
by the Rev. Mr. Morrison. 

The HOME SECRETARY: No, the new super­
intendent. 

Mr. :\IANN: Mr. Howard should have gone 
to the place and made his report without 
waiting for anyone to accompany him there. 

The HOME SECRETARY: He has gone and 
he has reported. 

Mr. :HAN:'\: 1\Ir. Hov 11rd should have 
gone into tho moral as well as the industrial 
aspect of the question fully, and 1mve given a 
full report on the state of things existing at 
the station, e,pedally on the mattero described 
in Mr. Grant's report. ·whatever ::\Ir. Grant 
said was the truth. He had no animus against 
the Y arraJ:.ah i.Iission ; he went there, and he 
told just what he saw. Perhaps he made a 
mistake in ru'·hing into print to reply to what 
had been said; but it was the indignant pro­
test of an honest man wl1om the church tried 
t-o assail because he spoke the truth. 

Mr. NEVITT: He had said before that our 
treatment of the aboriginals was one of the 
blackest pages in the historv of the country; 
and every report from the Chief Protector bore 
out that statement. Even at the pr<"'ent time 
the cheeseparing policy o£ the Government was 
of such a nature that we contributed less per 
head for the aboriginals in our Sta.te than 
they did in any other State. Our aboriginal 
population was estimated at 20,000, and the 
Government spent on their protection only 
£10,584; in South Australia the number was 
3,491, and the Government ·spent £4,175; 
in Victoria, where the number of aboricinals 
was only 253, they spent £3,968; in \V,,,tern 
Australia they had 27,000 aboriginals, and the 
amount spent was £22,559: in the Northern 
Territory the numl>er wns 16,000, and the ex-­
penditure £15,000; and in New South Wales, 
where the number was 7,3/3, the amount 
spent wa~ £24,774. \Yith regard to the 
Northern Territory, it must be remembered 
that the aboriginals there had not been de­
prived of their country to the same extent as 
in other parts of Australia, so that there was 
not the same neceesitv t-o contribute toward~ 
thP;r keep. No doubt members were aware 
that some time ago in his electorate a man 
named Bowman was speared by the blacks 
and eventuallv died. Some time after this 
-:\Tr. Watham, 'of Rutland Plains Station, sent 
him a letter which Mr. Bowman had drafted, 
and of which this was a copy-

On behalf of myself and other residents in this 
vicinity, I wish tO bring before you the following 
facts regarding the depredations of the blacks 
which are being trained on the Mitchell River 
:\fission ~tation, and I look upon this institution 
as it harbour for criminal blacks, who seem to 
think, judgin~ from thrir conduct, that they have 
a license to do what they like as long a~ they can 
get Cack to their protectors-namely, the people 
in charge of this hotbed of filth and corruption. 
'fhese mission blacks have been schooled chiefly 
Dv one of the worst Pver born in the district, 
.. ~Bendig-o ., by nnme, who was deported from here 
about eleven years ago, but fetched back hy the 
m;ssion people, and wws more sefds of strife and 
villainy amongst the then obedient blacks. When 
the mission first started, the blacks about here 
were weliMbchaved, and respected a whitP man; 
nm\o~ they seem to think they, as I have mentioned 
before, have a right to do what they like, and go 
llll§Cathed. In my opinion-and I have had a life~S' 
experience amongst outside blacks-there will be 
Flcodshc>d here before long, a<:~ we are 170 miles 
~way.,., from any police protection, and it seems 
l]_ard lines on the pioneers of the country that 
they are to have their cattle killed almost at 
their doors, and have little or no redress. I 
propose the n1ission station be removed about 20 
miles further north, ancl a police station be pnt 
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at the present site; the police station could be on 
my country until the blacks have been subdued. 
At present the mission is about ll mile from the 
boundary of my country, for which I pay a 
rental of 14s. per mile per annum, and it se,?ms a 
most unjustifiable thing that these murdering 
blacks should be harboured right against my stock. 
I being so close they know from their spir-'1 evPry 
move I make, and when I am 1>t.Orking one encl of 
the run these black brutes are killing or molesting 
my cattle at the other. I am quite s.q,tisfied, from 
the attitucb of persons 111 authority at the mission 
station, that thcv are cog-ni?--.tnt with the blacks 
killing cattle, a:ricl considCr that the Government 
should hold an inquiry into the systrm of this 
miss:on, and frt'l sure that <eome startLng truths 
would come to light. I could glve you proof now 
of many l'tscs that will bear me out in all I 
say; but let there be an inquir:; held, and I will 
produce sufficient evidence to convince anvone that 
t~e conduct of the blacks is a d:sgrar,~~." Rutland 
l'lains, being the furthest settlement, it acts as a 
l:mff0r to other stations, and it has been pointed 
cut to me by the mission people that I am the 
only one that complains. I further propose that 
about twenty blacks known to be bad cbaractPrs 
be deported, as the evj} influence of theEe blacks 
incites the others to molest me. 

That was written by Mr. Bowman six or eig-ht 
days before he was 'pcared; and little did he 
think when he penned those lines that he 
was predicting his own death at the hands of 
those people. He complained of the blacks 
g-oing on his country. In his r<>port on the 
Trubanaman Mission, the superintendent 
made this statement-

Thf' stnff lived on cu~"ava :1nd oth<>r g"lLJ'den produce 
for over five ·weeks, a~ we r:m cmt of ftonr. "md onr boat 
wa.s dela)'e''l. ThP. ye:-t.r's work has hPen mnch broken 
by want of p1·ovif.l.inn:... ~~s I have heen c \ffidell0d to send 
the people out for weeks at a. time in order to hnsban(i 
rations. 

There was a mission station to look after and 
protect the blacks, admitting that it had to 
turn them out times out of number bec,use 
there was not sufficient food to keep them. 
That was sufficient evidence that the Go­
vernment were not doing their duty in this 
matt-er. It was their duty to provide r<'1.ervr,s 
and place persons in charge, so that the l'' a ck~ 
would be properly looked after; and £10.000 
was not sufficient for the purpose. This abori­
ginal question ha.d an economic side as well 
a-s a humanitarian side. Some time ago he 
asked for a return c;iving- certain particulars. 
and the following information was supplied:-

1. The num'">er of nhorigint1 S r2gistRreri in the dis­
tricts of Norm'Lnton, llurketown, and C lffifJoweal is as 
follows.-

Nnl'manton (inr.luding Georgetown) ~fi 
Rnrk 't.nwn 30 
Carnooweal Hil 

2. The name or e!'!c\-t station whieh has ah.,riginnls 
registered, the numl)er or aboridnals reg-istererl Ht 
each st<ttion. and the avernge wages paid to each abori­
ginal is as fnl:ows :--

Number 
District. ~tn..tion. Aborigimds 

Registered 

Norman ton I :\'orman•on 47 

Georgetown 38 

Burketown I Burke town 30 

I Tnrn-off 33 
La~oon 

Camooweal --amooweal 161 

A verHge \Yages 
Paht. 

lls 31 to 1"'· per 
week nnd all 
fonnd 

2~. to 15~. per 
week and all 
found 

5s to In~. per 
'i\'BPk and llll 
f01111d 

5s. to 1ns. per 
wPek nn i an 
fnnnd 

ls. 3d to 5s. er p 
week and all 
found 

They paid from a minimum of ls. 3d. to a 

maximum of 15s., which showed that there 
was 'SOmething radically wrong. They were 
not getting· the pay they. should get,; and all 
the money should be pard to the Prot-ector, 
and not to the blacks themselves. l'\ o black 
could spend money on a "tation, beca.use, ac­
cording to the agreement, he v.as provided 
with food, clothing, and tobacco; and that 
was all a Hack required on a station. But 
when he came into town he was generally 
provided with a few shilli11gs in his pocket, 
and that was practically all the ''ages he saw 
in the year. He further asked whac was the 
amount of money held in trust by the Pro­
tector in euch of these districts for the ahorl­
ginals, and tho reply was as follows :-Nor­
manton, £1,776 3s. 6d.; Burketown, £1.082' 
19s. 4d. ; and CamoowPetl, £129 Os. lld. Al­
though there were 161 blacb registered in 
the Camoo':leal district-that was more than 
all the other di,stricts put together-they ha.d 
onlv £129 to ihcir credit. There was some­
thin" radically wrong with these fi:<nrcs. The: 
eighty-five blacks at Normanton and George­
town combined had got '£1,716 3s. ld A 
further que,tion he asked was for what wa~ 
this money available. The answer was-

This monev is available for the benefit of the 
aboriginals fo whose credit it is plar-:.d, and is 
applied for the follow;ng purposes-that is to say,. 
for clothing when such is not supplied by the Pm­
ployer, for sustenance when the aboriginal is not 
work~ng, and for reasonable pockE>t money and 
exp"mses when on holiday. The protector may also 
at his discretion allow the aboriginals to exr::end 
portion of the money to their credit in the P?l'­
chase of articles of furniture or property of service 
or value to them, first satisfying himself thnt 
their interests are protected. 

We found by the report of the Chief Protector 
that during the paet year, in Normanton, they 
actually did not spend a shilling. At Burke­
town, the av<>rage monthly payments out oi 
their fund to the keep of the blacks was £(i 
lOs., and Croydon averaged £1(}, but there 
had not been a shilling spent for the protec­
tion or health of the blacks either at Norman­
ton or Geor2·etown. Yet it wa' >tated here 
that a good ·dea.l of mon<>y was drawn for the 
purpose of protecting- the blacks. The report 
he had got further stated~ 

The amount of money withdrawn by the pro­
tectors at Normanton, Burketown, and Camooweal 
during the last five years is as follows :-Norman­
ton. £875 17s. lld. 
And yet during the past year not a shilling 
was withdrawn fm their keep. In the 'arne 
report the Chief Protector said-

Syphilis is rampant amongst them, and other 
aiseases. 
He knew that a ver_y large percentage of the'le 
aboriginals were suffering from syphilis, and 
practicallv nothing was being done for them. 
The treatment we had given to these abori­
ginals was the blackest page in our history. 

The ACTING CHAIRMAN indicated that the 
hon. member's time had expired. 

Mr. NEVITT (continuing): Something 
should be done to put these people on re­
serves, with a human :tarian protector in 
charc·e who had had some experience with 
black;, so that they mi"·ht be enabled to ma.ke 
a living. The Chief Prot-ector recommended 
that. a' settlement should be made at Lloyd's 
Bay some three or four years a~o, but no 
notice wa.s taken by the Government of the 
day. 

The TREASl'REH: Of course, they did: I 
went up and found the place wholly unsuit­
able. 

Mr. NEVITT: He would say that the place 
was very suitable, and he had had mc:re ex­
perience than the Treasurer. Accordmg to 

J.fr. N e'uitt. J 
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the report. a syndicate p;ot a CO!!CC"' .ion to 
cut sandalwood in the Llovd's Bav district, 
with the result that someth;ng likB "120 blacks, 
were employed in cutting sandalwood. During 
the past twelve months the syndic:.te ex­
ported about £G.OOO worth of c:mdalwoor1. 
This was a direct contradic+'on of the state­
n1ent mu.de by the Treasurer. It 'vas a most 
"SUitable plaGe to form a settlement. 

The TREASlTRER: :Mr. Airey and myself 
went up there. 

:\Ir. KEY1TT: He wa•s onlv takin"' th~ 
report, and from l1is own lmowlerl•e he.lmew 
that it was a suitable place. \'lould it n:Jt 
have l•een better for a reserve to have been 
proclaimed there and a1low the blacks to cut 
the sandalwood, and the Government to 
market it for them and place the money to 
their credit, and, when the sandalwood wa•· cut 
·out, settle them on anothN place. The Chief 
Protector aho complained about the small 
salaries na'd bv the po'ice to the trackers. 
The Go1·ermnent should l:e the last in the 
world to cut down wa<les, .even to the black­
fellows. This was a. refte.ction on the Govern­
ment. HP hac! kno". n theee blacks to be used 
bv rrentlemcn very hig-h in tho pollee· service, 
eemploying thcrn as t':'rvants :n the house in­
stead of white rrirk If the monev thev were 
entitled to for the '''ork tlwy clicf was ·placed 
to their credit and then utilised--

The I!m~E SECRETARY: That is what io 
<lone. The ,,·hole of it has to be placed with 
the protector. 

:llr. NEVITT: There was not sufficient pro· 
vision m.1de for what was termed the camp 
blacks. Of course. the protector in all the 
places where the blacks were numerous allowed 
them to get casual labour. The Act was not 
administered a.s far as emplovment was con­
·cerne;J, as if they were l!Ot ·allowed to . et 
casua, labour a rrreat number would diA from 
starvation or co.mmit depredations. In the 
report the Chief Protector gave the amount of 
money at the credit of the aboriginals at 
·different places. At Charter~ Towers there 
were sixty-one blacks regis~ered, and the 
amount lying to their credit w·1s £317 !'Is. 3d., 
or an avera_g·e per head of £5 6s. At Ingham 
there were forty blacks. with a credit of £lH 
·ss., or an avera~·e of £2 17s. At Geraldton, 
where there were eighty-six blacks, there was 
only £12.5 to their credit, or an average of 
£1 9s. At Cairns there were eighty-one 
blacks with £124 lying to their credit, or an 
average of £1 ls .. Gel. He wished to call the 
attention of the Home Secretary to the fact 
that there was som"thinf\' radically wrong 
with tht•;e accounts. Either the whole amomit 
had not l·een creditPd to these Hacks. or elso 
they were not ,-etting the rcmunerdion they 
were entitled to, because the laloonr in these 
particular districts could be better availed of 
than in any other part of the State. and in a 
good ma.nv industries was equal to white 
labour. \Vhere thev were doing equal work 
with a white man they should gP' equal nay. 

J\Ir. KEOGH: \Yhy not give them a vote? 

J\lr. :!'\EVITT: He wou1d go ., .. :> far as tn 
give them a vote if they had the intelligence 
to vote. He did not th;nk that a ma.n should 
be deprived of a vote because of his colour. 
\Ve should .rrive these abori2inals the same 
treatment that we would expect under similar 
circumstances, but at the pre·sent time the~ 
were not getting the treatment they were 
entitled to. and he hoped the Government 
would look into the matter. 

The ACTING CHAIRMAN indicated that the 
:hon. member's further time had expired. 

[Mr. Nevitt. 

:'\Ir. LENNON: When discussing other 
matters a few da:y;; ago he referred to the 

verv unenviable reputation that 
[i p.m.] the· Geraldton district had in re­

gard to the treatment the blacks 
received there, . and th« }~orne Secretary 
seemed to find rt very amusmg. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The Chief Protector 
is there now making inquiries. 

Mr. LEKNON: He noticed that the Chief 
Protector promisf• ·! to write the hon. gentle­
man a private report, which he presumed 
the hon. gentleman had not yet re~erved. 
When hP did rece:ve it, he hoped he would 
give hon. members an opportunity of perns­
ing it. 

The HOME SECR~TARY: Certainly. 

::vir. LENT\ ON: He would just read a few 
extracts from the Chief Protector',s report on 
the subject which had seemed to amuse the 
hon. gentleman-

! estimate there must be at h>ast 500 al:or~gines 
in the Geraldton district, and it is imperative 
some steps b" takc>n to form fL r. serve, and apw 
point an offic2r ·whose sole duty It would be to 
control the natives-rigorously proR?cuting those 
who illegally employed or interfered with thrn1. 
I feel sure such a pro1'''.dure '\Yould at once put a 
stop to the present a:scre:litable state of affairs. 
Abundanc: of work could l::e found for these people 
on the cane farms, ·were thev allowrd to work at 
a reasonable rate of '\Vqgt'"'· ·A very suitable area 
of land for a reserve could be found on Banyan 
Creek, a tributary of the 1.'ully River; and, as the 
land is of a most fcrt;Ie description, it would not 
be necessary to have a large hold:ng. Such a re~ 
serve would be central for C-<lar Creek, Davidson, 
Hprberton, Fpper :YI:urray, Tully River, Clump 
Point, l\Iaria, and Liverpool Creek, and perhaps 
Atherton. 

The Ho:uE SECRETARY: That is one of the 
objects of the Cliief Protector's visit. I have 
given him instructions to go into that fully. 

Mr. LENNON: He went on-
The natives on Ceda.r Creek and the Davidson 

are almost in their primitive state, having had 
little intercourse with whites; they are a fine 
stamp of people, strong·, healthy, intelligent, and 
active, and of a quiet, docile, and o1Jed:en_t nature. 
At present the posit~on is that the Chmt::3e are 
gradually killing off the natives with opium and 
disease. 

In another part of his report he referred to 
the large preponderance of females over 
males which went to show that they were 
not k'ept for a proper purpose. He said-

On the whole I found the condition of the 
aborigines fairlv 'good; but in one or two districts, 
such as Geraldion, where numbers of Chine"'e are 
congregated, it will be necessary to adopt some 
means bv which thes8 people wJl be de}urred from 
anv intercourse whatever with the natives. As 
m~tters are at prr~,ent, the Chinese supply opium. 
to and interfere with the "aboriginal women," 
the result being disea, 1 and speedy death. It is 
my intention, however, to make a separate com­
munication to you on thh snbject, and to suggr:;;t 
some nieanl'l bv which the evils complained of may 
be put an end to. 

There were other evils in that district du~ to 
the lack of proper Government superv1;10n 
and a svstematic police patrol. There was 
also an urgent need for the appointment of 
revenue constables or excise olTicers to visit 
the district and put down the illicit sale of 
grog. 

The Ho~!E SEGRETARY: Hear, hear! 

Thir. LENT\ ON: It was not so much the 
ilEcit sale of grog as the vile compound that 
was mid that was the cause of trouble. It 
poisoned men there like it did in other parts 
of Australia. He was assured that many of 
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the Chinese in the Geraldton district carried 
on this business quite openly. Of course, :f 
he thought a newcomer was an excic;e officer, 
the Chinaman would very probably-" no 
savee"-say he had no grog on the premises, 
but he '" a,s assured on reliable authority that 
anv local resident could walk in and buy a 
bottle of grog as easily a,-; he could buy a 
bottle of vinegar. That was unfair to 
licensed retailers; but the worst feature about 
it was that the illicit sale of grog seemed 
alwa.:; · to create a spirit of greed on the part 
of thooe engaged in the traffic, and induced 
them to sell vile stuff which did inoa.loulabk 
harm. He would be glad if the Home Secre­
tary would give them some assurance that 
,some life would be instillerl into the Exoi 'O 

Department, if theru was one, and, if there 
was not, that one would be created for the 
purpose of checking this illicit •·ale of liquor. 
'fhis grog found its way into the blacks' 
camps, and was probably rospon.ible, in the 
first instance, for the other evils of which· h3 
complained. 

Question put and pa.'"ed. 

DEPARTMENT OF PcBLIC WORKS. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 

(Hon. IV. H. Barnes, Bulimba) moved that 
£18,130 be granted for the ''Department of 
Public \Vorks." There was an increase in the 
vote this year of £2,304. There was a.n in­
crease of two inspectors of works, and there 
was a. small increase in connection with 
junior draftsmen. 'l'here v:a.s a.n increase 
down for the Under Secretary, Government 
Architect, and Engineer for Bndges of £100. 
About the year 1901-2 the present occupant 
of the office, Mr. Brady, was receiving a. 
salary of £800, and was then doing the work 
only of Government Architect. It was de­
cided during the retrenchment period that 
he should undertake the duties of Under Sec­
retary in a.ddition, which r·e did, and he 
thought han. member; would admit that the 
work had been done very thoroughly. 

Mr. MuRPHY: w·e are not finding any fault 
with the man, but with the increase in the 
salary. 

The SECRET.AR Y FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
He thought he would be able to explain the 
matter to the satisfaction of han. members. 
During the last few years the work of the 
office had incre-ased very considerably, the in­
crease being partly due to the increased 
amount of Federal work, for which the Under 
Secretary received no allowance, and partly 
to the increased amount of work which was 
brought about by i·he general advancement of 
Queensland. The Under Secretary now had h.is 
hands particularly fllll. He was a very capable 
officer, and when it vms remembered that in 
Queensland they paid their professional 
Under Secretary very much less than wa.s 
being paid to gentlemen occupying similar 
positions in other plaoes--

Mr. MuRPHY: So are we paying our 
railway men and porters less. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
maintained that it was highly important, 
if they were to have good officers, to pay 
a salary commensurate with the duties p81:­
formed, and, therefore, Mr. Brad:; had been 
put down for a.n increase of £100. Han. 
members would further notice that there 
had been a. number of other increases. Mr. 
Pye, the Deputy Government Architect, 
received a.n increase of £20. Mr. Irving also 
received an increase of £20; and six other 

officers, lower down the scale, received in­
creases of £20 each. Thirty-four officers. 
received increases of £10 each, a.n 1 one· 
officer received a.n increase of £15. It 
would also be noticed that, in addition to 
the increased amount for Fa.laries, there 
was an extra arnount for contingencies, \vhid1 
was rea.llv the result of the 'prosperity of 
Queensland; making a total increa.s3 of 
£2,304. 

Mr. LENNON : It was hi.'. intention to 
move a reduction in that Yote. He men­
tioned that fact so that there would be no 
surprise on the other side, but in t~e mean­
time he would like to s n that mcrea.ses 
appeared to be pretty generaJ in th~t depart­
ment. They were not saying a.nythmg about 
the capabilities of :Ylr. Brady a.t all; but 
throughout the whole service there was 
much eagerne;c; displayed on the part of 
the Government, to use a colloquial phrase, 
to " grease the fat pig." The Government 
had put down the permanent hctd of the 
department for a rise of £100 a. year, but 
other men h > d to be content with a £10 rise, 
or no rise at all, or, a.s he instanced on 
another vote, with £3 123. 6d. He noticed 
that the "at~hman onlv r·ccciwd £130. It 
was quite pos·cible that 'the watchman mighL 
be regarded somewhat a.s a life pensioner, 
and, being a.n old man, was not entitled to a 
very big inorP.J,se of pay, yet 'there were 
fiv•e night watchmen a.t £108 a year. If they 
were strong, vigorous men that was not a 
very big salary for them. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC \YORKS: Th"r 
position of night watchman is usually given 
to men who are r>ot physi2aily fit for any­
thing else. 

Mr. LENNON said he put in the saving 
clause that they might be reg<•rded as 
pensioners. In regard to the lift attend­
ants, that description would hardly apply 
t::> them. There was a.n increase of £5(} 
spread over five lift attendants. There was 
one at £100, one at £80, one at £60, and 
two at £50 a. year. That was not very much, 
unle•,,. they were lads. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \YORKS: That 
is so. 

l\Tr. LENNON: If they were lads, that 
might explain it, but because they only got 
£50 a vear he did not want them to stick at 
that. 'He hoped the Secretary for Public 
Works would see that those lads, if 1hey 
deserved it, got an increase. Personally, 
he did not think it wa.s the proper kind of 
work to put a lad to; but, unfortunately, 
all boys could not be choosers. Very often 
they were the breadwinners for their mothers, 
and they were driven to some kind of 
employment whereby they might contribute 
to the common fund of the family. The 
increase in travelling expenses and post'lges 
was no doubt brought about by the in­
creased work of the department. As he had 
already stated, not for the purpose of sin­
gling out Mr. Brady any more than they 
had singled out the heads of other depart­
ments, it was his duty, a.s a protest against 
the system of the Government in giving 
increases, to which the Opposition had 
objected in the past and would continue to 
object to, unless a change be made, to move 
that the vote be reduced by £1. 

Mr. MANN: While one might largely 
agree with the remarks of the deputy leader 
of the Opposition in what he said with 
regard to increases, personally he might 

Mr. Mann.] 
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not be so much against that increase if the 
increases had been given !n the manner they 
.advocated. 

Mr. MDRPHY: That is exactly what the 
deputy leader of the Opposition said. 

Mr. MANN: He was not arguing that 
Mr. Brady was not worth £900 a 'year-he 
might be worth £1,000 a year. He would 
have been pleased to see Mr. Brady 
appointed chairman of the vV ater and 
Sewerage Board at £1,000 a year. There 
seemed to be a system of putting all 
the Under Secretaries on the one level, no 
matter what they were worth. A man like 
Mr. Scott should get £1,200 or £1,400 a 
vear if the Under Secretarv to the Chief 
Secretary got £600. The Go.;;ernment should 
pay a salary in relation to the .work, and 
where they had good men who drd a lot of 
work, by all means give a good salary, but 
:he did not believe in putting all the Under 
Secretaries on the one level. He claimed 
that the Under Secretaries in the Home 
Department, vVorks Department, Treasury 
Department, and the Lands Department did 
_perhaps ten times as much work as the 
Under Secretary in the Chief Secretary's 
Department. That was the attitude he took 
up in the matter, and he wanted it clearly 
understood that, while he was voting with 
the Opposition in that matter, he did not say 
for one moment that Mr. Brady was over· 
paid-he was protesting aginst the rule-of­
thumb method of the Government in putting 
all the Under Secretaries on the one level. 
That was very little encouragement to men 
to do good work in his department. He 
wished to bring under the notice of the 
Minister, as he had last year, the miserable 
salaries paid to the lift attendants. One 
was down for £100 a year, one at £80, and 
one at £60. £100 a year was nothing like 
the salary that they should pay to a married 
man with a family. The man in charge of 
the lift was always civil and courteous, and 
he did his work well and, possibly, more 
carefully than a younger man would. The 
Minister would be well advised if he put 
down an increase on the Supplementary 
Estimates, and he appealed to the kindly 
nature of the Minister to do so. 

YJ:r. PETRIE (Toombul) was opposed to the 
amendment to reduce the Under Secretary's 
salary. Some years ago he (Mr Petrie) was 
a member of the Royal Commission appointed 
in connedion with works, and the recom­
mendation he made was that the Under 
Secretary at the head of the Works Depart­
ment should b<:l a professional man, and that 
recommendation was carried out. Mr. Brady 
occupied that position, and it was not too 
much to pay him £900 a year. He was worth 
more than that, and if he went outside the 
service in carrying on his profession he would 
make considerably more than he was doing 
while in the Government service. He did not 
1mow why the reduction was proposed, ex­
-cept that it meant that no matter what the 
'Government did the Opposition was going 
against them. 

Mr. MuRPHY: No. It is the policy of the 
Opposition. 

Mr. MANN: You should pay more to the 
lower-paid servants first. 

:\fr. PETRIE : He was quite with members 
opposite in wishing to see bigger salaries 
paid to the lower-paid servants, but they had 
members on the other side who allowed men 

[Mr. Mann. 

in the SBrvice to remain on £1 5s. a. week. 
In fact, they had them in Parliament Hause 
getting that salary. While he agreed chat 
those in the lower grades should be paid 
more, he considered that Mr. Brady was not 
being paid a bit too much. 

Mr. FORSYTH: It was not too much to 
pay £900 to Mr. Brady. The deputy leader 
of the Opposition had some banking and com­
mercial experience, and he knew thttt the 
manager in chllrge of those busineoses got 
a larger increase in salary than the men 
working under him when the salaries were 
revised during the year. lYir. Brady w.>s one 
of ihe ablest Under Secretaries they had in 
the State, and when they came to look at 
the amount of work done by the department 
they would see that he was not by any means 
overpaid. Last year there was £266,936 
worth of work done by the Works Depart­
ment. That included all classes of ·~ ork. 
They received from the Commonwealth Go­
vernment £2,643 lOs. lld. a.s commission for 
ea.rrying out Commonwealth public works, 
and that sum was paid into the State con­
solidated revenue. The appropriation for the 
last year for the department was £15,000 odd, 
so that the net cost to the Government for 
carrying out that work was something like 
£13,041, which represented 5 per cent. of the 
total work carried out by the department 
during the year. Now, that was not too 
much for carrying on such a department as 
that. He did not know if the deputy leader 
of the Opposition had looked through the 
departmental report, as if he did he would 
see the following summary of work performed 
during the financial year:·-

Xumber. 
Plans prepared ... ... ... .. . 2,;333 
Heliographic copies of plans made.. 4,142 
Hpecifications written 646 
Copies of specifications made .. . 3,825 
Preliminary sketch, plans, and. esti~ 

mates prepared ... . .. 
Detailed estimates prepared . . . . .. 
Letters, reports, and telegrams re~ 

345 
477 

ceived and despatched . .. 26,839 
Vouchers examined and certified to... 10,70'1 
Cheques drawn ... ... 5,473 
Remittances and advices despatched 4,553 

That showed that there must be an enormous 
amount of work carried out in the depart­
ment. They had also a large amount of work 
to carry out in the coming year. There was 
the building of the ·university and Central 
Technical College and other buildings, and it 
would be all carried out under the control of 
the V\~ orks Department. 

Mr. LENNON: And all for the aggrandise­
ment of Brisbane. 

J\Ir. FORSYTH: If they looked through 
the report they would see the large number 
of schools and other buildings that had been 
constructed during the year, which showed 
that money had been spent all over 
Queensland. There were also many contracts 
carried out. Page 8 showed the enormous 
number of contracts carried out. Page 4 
also gave the expenditure on buildings dur­
ing the year. They must remember that all 
the Commonwealth work was carried out 
by the department as well. Then why move 
a reduction? Mr. Brady was not in the or­
dinary sense an Under Secretary. He was an 
expert engineer and: architect. He agreed 
with the hon. member for Toombul that if 
Mr. Brady went outside the service he would 
get more than he received from the Govern· 
ment. 
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The SECRETARY FOR PL:"BLIC WORKS: 
He would give the amounts paid to the offi­
cers in the other States. In New South 'Wales 
the L:"nder Secretary for Works received 
.:£1,000, and the Government Architect £1,064, 
making a total of £2,064 for doing the same 
work that Mr. Brady did. 

Mr. LENNON: You could also add Mr. Pye's 
salary to that, too. · 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
There was a S'aving in the department, as 
they received a percentage for doing the 
Commonwealth work, all of which was carried 
out by the department. In Victoria the Un­
~er Secretary received £800, and the Govern­
ment Architect £1,000, making £1,800 in all. 

So it would be seen that the 
[7.30 p.m.] salaries in Queensland were not 

out of the way when they con­
·sidered the magnitude of the work that had 
to be performed. With regard to the lower­
paid officers, he might say that while he was 
in charge of the department he would always 
be most careful to see that the men at the 
bottom of the tree received special considera­
tion. All the officers at the bottom of the 
tree were getting increases on that vote. 
. i\Ir. MANN: The liftmen are not receiving 
1ncrea1:ies. 

The SECRETARY FOR. PUBLIC WORKS: 
_With those exceptions, they aU received 
mcrenses, and he might mention that 
one of t.he liftmcn was oceasiona!lv absent 
through infirmity. The women w'!w were 
employed in cleaning had receiyed special con­
~ide':ation duri_ng the past o;ear, because he 
te!t It. to be his dutv, as :\!mister to trv to 
help those who were' least able to 'help them­
·selYes, and that would be the policv of the 
department. · 

::\Ir. P "\ YKE. (Jiitchell): The hon. meml""'r 
for :\Ioreton pointed out that the co&c of the 
work dono by the department did not exceed 
the cost of similar work outside. J'\obodv dis­
puted that. The reason for moving· the 
amendment was to expre-ss their disapprov~l 
Df the treatment accorded to the men who 
did the bulk of the work of the department. 
He thowrht it was the duty of the depart­
':1\nt. to see tha.t every man employed got a 
hYrm{ wa.ge. He felt certain that a number 
Df the lower-paid officers did a great deal ::>f 
the enormous amount of work performed by 
the department. ·why, then, were thev r,ot 
given a living wage? He ,saw men 'down 
there at £5() a year. 

An HONOURABLE J\1EMBER: vVhat age? 
:\Ir. PAYNE: He could not tel] what their 

:ages were. 
The TREASURER: They are proba-tioners, as 

a rule. 
Mr. PAYNE: He had been told something 

similar jn other cases, and on making in­
quiries he had found that the officers were 
married men. 

The SECRE':'ARY FOR Pum.Tc \YoRKS: All the 
junior• and all the officers, with thE' exception 
of those specially referred to to-night, are 
receiving increases. • 

Mr. PAYNE thought the head of a depart­
ment should ascertain if an officer was a 
married man, and give him a living '"age, or, 
if he was not worth a living wage, sack him. 
He might go to somethng else at which he 
would do better. 

The TREASURER: Would you sack all those 
liftmen? 

Hon. E. B. FORREST: He would send them 
to Dunwich. 

l\Ir. PAYNE: No; he would not send them 
to Dunwich. The public service system was 
a. rotten system. From. their very infancy 
nght up to manhood members of the public 
service had the notion that it was a good 
thing to get into the public service-that if 
they could get on the permanent staff they 
would be right for all time-and then when 
they came to manhood they had not the 
courage to strike out for them•oelves. There 
were men in thP public sercicc who "ould do 
yery much better than they wei·e doing if 
they only had the courage to strike out for 
themselves in outside employment. 

HoN. R. PI-IILP complimented the :1\Iinis­
ter on the fact that he had given increa-,e~ 
to all the officers in his department. The 
amounted voted for this office last year was 
£15,826, and this year they were asked to 
vote £18, 130', an increase of £2,304. It should 
be remembered that the junior draftsmen 
were learning a profession, and that if they 
learnt that profession in a prh·ate office they 
would probably haYe to pay a premium of 
£200 or £3CO' instead of being paid a salary. 
The draftsmen in the department were paid 
from £1UO to £270 per annu1n, and inspe-ctors 
of works from £250 to £280 per annum. The 
Deputy Government Architect wa-s receivinc:~ 
£190, which was a much big-er s<tlary than 
had been paid for years pa.st to that 'officei·. 
He agreed with the hon. member for Mitchell 
that it was not a good thing to put a lad 
into the public service, where payment was 
mostly dependent upon length 'of service, and 
where men were cramped in their opportuni­
ties. If he had a boy he would not put him 
in the public service. It was a misfortune for 
any lad to go into the public service, as he 
had not the same show there a' he had in 
outside employment. The Government were. 
however, to be complimented upon the in­
creases giYen in this office this year, and upon 
the fact that they were getting" the work done 
so well. Outside people had to pay an 
architect .') per cent. and pay an inspector as 
well, so that the cost of working the depart­
ment was verv reasonable. There was no one 
more keen than the Minister himself in 
giving officers adyances in salary, if he could 
do it, and instead of grumbling at him they 
ought to commend him for his action. 

Mr. LESI~A did not agree with those who 
considered that :\Ir. Brady was not worth the 
salary put down for him. 

)Ir. LEN'XOX: Nobody said anything of the 
sort. 

Mr. LESINA: If any objection could be taken 
to the increase, it could only be on the ground 
of increases not being made lower down. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC 'VORKS: They 
have been made lower down. 

Mr. LESINA: So even that was not an 
argument against the int:rease to Mr. Brady. 
He thought there was just rus much objeetiofi 
to sweating the man a.t the top as there was 
to sweating the man at the bottom; and he 
held to the opinion that a. man should be paid 
the worth of his work. The department wa~ 
doing excellent work under Mr. Brady, 
and .l.S the work and responsibility were in­
crea.sing, now was a good time to increase 
the salarY. He roFe to refer to another 
matter. ·The other clav he asked the Pre­
mier a question in referencn to the cost of 
additions, etc., to the temporary Government 
House at Fernbarg, and the Premier referred 
him to a reply given to Mr. May on the 
13th July. 

Mr. Lesina.] 
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The' ACTING CHAIR~IAN: That comes 
und <r the next vote, wh:ch includes an 
amount for "'Fernherg.n 

~\Ir. L~SL'\A: He decircd to cliscuH it on 
the i1r;:t vote, on which they generally took 
all grieYancc.).;:. in connec:-ion v.'iih t:1e admin~·•­
tratwn of tho dc[oal'cment; but 1f he could 
not tEscuss it now, he would doal with it on 
the 'ot · for " Buildingo." 
•· Mr. CORSER (Jlaryl.orough): The refer­
ence by the detmty leader of the Opposition 
to "greasmg tho fat pig" might convey a 
wror~.~ in1prPssion as being d1reuted nga1nst 
tb c U ndr r SeCl~etary. 

~Ir. LE:-<NON: It was a remark applying 
generally to all the highly-paid ofiLer.-. 

:\lr. CORSBE: Any proft·-,ional man of the 
same class as lvfr. Brady v.ould receive quite 
a·s much as was propo,2cl to be given to him 
in any other S·,ate of Australia. If there was 
an objection to pa) mg him £90G as a hi,:hly­
paicl officer, why was there not an objection to 
paying other professional rncn, such as the 
judges and members of the Land Court, high 
sa~ar:es? Profe~"'ional men of special a.Lili-L"v 
should be paid by the Gowmment the same 
as they would be paid in any other clepar 
ment or mercantile e"tabJi.shment. He re­
gretted very much to hear the remarks 
of the hon. memler for ::\litchell, because 
there were in the- service men physically 
unfit to go outside and earn their livinc, 
but able to attend to a lift; and there 
wa.' no good rea on why they should be chs­
mis.,ed to make room for able-bodied men 
who were able to make a living outside. 
The members who talked about the Under 
Secretary in the Ch:c£ Secretary's Depart­
ment not having as much to do as other 
Cnder Secretaries did not understand the 
position; and it would be better if they would 
find out a little more on the subject before 
ma.king such statements. 

HoN. E. B. FORREST (Brisbane Torth) 
uncler,tood that the reduction of £1 was 
moved as a protest against the increase to 
the Under Secretary, but the deputy leader 
of the Opposition said it was nothing of the 
sort. If it was not that, what was it? 

1\fr. HAMILTON: A protest against men in 
high position; having their salaries raised 
while those in the lower positions were left 
without increa.ses. 

HoN. E. B. FORREST: It had already 
been said by the Minister that everybody in 
this department ha.d an increase. 

Mr. HAMILTON: Some of them are very 
small. 

HoK. E. B. FORREST: They could not 
expect an officJr receiving £60 or £70 a year 
to get an incrca•se of £100. A·· far as he 
could judge, a very fair thing had been clone, 
and it reflected a great deal of credit on the 
Minister. Coming back to Mr. Brady: first 
of all he was Under Secretary; in addition to 
tha.t he was Government Architect. 

Mr. NEVITT: He has a deputy. 
Ho>r. E. B . .FORREST: Everything had to 

be supervised by the head, and the head was 
Mr. B_racly: It _was Mr. Brady who designed 
the Vrctol'!a Bnclge, one of the finest struc­
tures in Au -trali,c. He also had charge of 
works for the .Federal Government for which 
Queensland wa-s paid £2,907. ' 

l\fr. ALLEN: He is onlv one who does work 
for the Federal Government. 

HoN. E. B. FORREST: Naturally he could 
not do all the work of the department. 

Several HONOURABLE ME~IBERS interjecting, 

[Mr. Lesina. 

The ~i.CTIXG CHAHGIIA:\': Order! The 
hon. member for Br.sbane North is making a 
cpcc•ch, and I hop0 h' '•I rll be allowed to pro­
eecJ w.i.thout, int,?lTuption. 

Hox. E. B. FORREST: They were told 
that ::'v1r. Br.q.cly did not do ail the work 7 
nobody dreame<d that he did all the work. 

~dr. ALLEN: I did not say that. 

IloK. E. B. FORREST: He wa,s the Under 
Secretary for '\Vorks. He had a deputy to 
a" •·ist him, but hl' was responsible for the 
work. In addition to that, he supervised all 
the work connected with the buildings in 
th-e Commonwealth Department. Surely a 
man occupying these three positions was 
worth the salary they were giving him! 
There were going to be a great many more 
public buildings here than in the past, if 
the State progressed as it did now, and for 
that reason Mr. Brady was entitled to more 
than he wa.s getting. £800 was little enough 
as Under Secretary; and, 1f he had his wa}· 
he would give him anotller £500 a year at 
least for doing all the architectural work. 
It was a popular delu;cion on the other side 
of the House that nobody could earn as 
much money as this. 

:\Ir. ::\EVITT: That is not so. (Opposition 
cli.--mt.) 

HoN. E. B. FORREST: If they wanted 
proof of it he could quote Hansard to that 
effect. He would like to see the vote passed 
at once. 

~Ir. KEVI'l'T: The hon. member who had 
just resumed his seat and the hon. member 
fcir Maryborough implied that members on 
this side were reflecting on Mr. Brady's 
ability, simply because a reduction of £1 
was moved in the vote, but it was nothing 
of the kind. They realised ju't as well as 
those members that Mr. Brady was a very 
capable officer, and were equally as we!I 
prepared to pay him a substantial salary; 
but this reduction of £1 had been moved 
as a protest against the policy of raising 
the salarie; of the majority of the Under 
Secretaries this year by £100 and some by £50, 
when they got a similar increase last year, 
while a great many in the lower branches 
of the service were not getting living wages. 
The Minister said that every lower-paid 
servant in this cl<'partment had got a rise, 
but that did not alter the fact of the general 
policy of the Government. Some Under 
Secretaries had got a £100 increa1se last 
year and £100 this year, while there were 
thousands of men who were only earning 
6s. or 6s. 6cl. a clay, and that was the reason 
why the reduction was moved. The expendi­
ture in connection with the chief office and 
staff had increased by over £2,000 for the 
pre"ent year, and yet they had only to 
supervise works of about half the value. 
Last :;·ear it was £166,000, to supervise which 
it cost £16,226. This year there was £87,376 
on the Estimates, and it cost for supervision 
£18,130. 

Hon. R. PHILP: 
loan monev. 'Dhere 
out of loan money. 
vise that work too.' 

You are not including 
are buildings being built 
and they have to super-

Mr. NEVITT: There was another matter 
to which he referred when the Dunwich vote 
was going through, but he did not get satis­
faction, and it was more appropriate on 
this vote. He had asked what was the 
contract price for the building of the laundry 
and kitchen at Dunwich? The reply was 
£3,671. 
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The ACTI~G CHAIRMAN : Order ! 
That wiil come more appropriately on the 
next vote, for " Building·.s." 

Mr. SO:MERSET (Stanley) : One impor­
tant point which seemed to have beC\n over­
looked by hc:n. members was that Mr. Brady 
was re·;ponsiblo for the scientific construc­
tion of bridges. ·where shire councils ap­
plied for a loan from the Government to 
build bridges, plans and spocifi<'ations had 
to be passed, and frequently drawn, by Mr. 
Brady. He knew at least of two instances 
in which the construction of bridges had 
been considerably improved by Mr. Brady 
and probably if it had not been for that the~ 
would not have stood tho floods as they had 
done. 

Mr. ALLEN IBuTloo) approved of the 
amendment on the ground that in tho vari­
ous departments of the S'tato there was quite 
a number of people being sweated. While 
there was one individual in the sen·ice beino­
sweated, he "as going to record his vot~ 
against any increase to anv officel\S in the 
service who 'verc already., receiving n1ore 
than £500 a year. It had been argued that 
the _C'nder Secretary under di• cu~s;on dicl 
an Immense amount of work, but he was 
not the only perwn "·ho ·Ld that. \'Vhv should 
an :ender Secretary with £800 a year get 
an mcr<•ast', when this miserly Governmtmt 
would not even pay gatekeepers who kept 
the poet offices a penny a we<>k more? The 
argument used in favour of this inctease 
was that this officer did a certain amount 
of . work for tho Federal departments for 
whiCh tho State received pay; but in other 
rlt>partt;nc-nts where tho . State got, money 
fr<;m1 tdt' Federal authontes for doing cer­
tam work they did not give a penny pi<:-ce 
extra. He could quote the case of the wife 
of a. lengthsman who looked after a railway 
statwn. · 

The ACTING CHAIR::'v1AN: Tho hon. 
me':lbcr is _quite right in bringing it in a'l 
an Illustration: but I hope he is not goinrr 
to enlarge upon it. ' " 

Mr. ALL~N did not intend to be more 
than _two mmutcs. In this instance the wife 
of this lengthsman was getting a shilling or 

two a week looking after the 
[8 p.m.] station. The local storekeeper 

kept the post office, for which he 
got £24 a year. The Stat'l took it over and 
got the £2·~ a :-.·t>ar·; and they put this work 
o:p the lengthsman's wife, and she did not 
get a penny extra. She was kept working 
very long hours, but she did not get one 
penny of the £24 that was paid by the 
Federal Government to the State. 

The ACTING CHAIR:\IAN: Order! 
The SECR.ETARY FOR P'C'BLIC 'VORKS 

ro'e .to a pomt of order. \Vas the hon. mem­
be_r m order 111 dealing with that question on 
this vote? 

The ACTI~G GHAIRoiAN: I have alread v 
pointed out to the hon. member that he woul~l 
b.e in order in bringimr it in as an illustra­
twn, but that he would not be in order in 
Pnlarging on it. The question before thP 
Committee is the reduction in the vot<•. 

Mr. ALLEN: He had just referred to the 
bald facts of the case. He was showing how 
th,e Govc>rnment adopted ': sweatin" sy:>tem 
w>t~ revard to poorly-paid officia.ls, whilst 
thetr supporters were urfl'ing that be<·ause 

. th;s officer did extra work for the Federal 
Government ·he should vet extra pay. 

1910-GT 

Hon. R. PHILP: Do you really want to help. 
this woman? 

Mr. ALLEN: Yes The Government did 
not know who it was. 

Hon. R. PHILP: Have von so<>n the Com­
missioner for Railways about her? 

:\lr. ALLEK: Xo. He could not brine; <t 

couple of hundred ca,,es Lefore the Commis­
sioner for Ha.ilways. The whole system wa~ 
wrong. He was opposed to this increase on 
that ground alone. vVhcn the lower·paid 
officers of the :State were paid properly, he 
would be prepared to vote for this increa,e of 
£100 a year, but not till then. 

:\lr. KEOGH: Ever since he entered Par­
liament he had been opposed to increases to 
th~ higher-paid officers whilst the lower-paid 
servants of the Sta.te did not receive adequate 
rise,,. He wa,, no: 7oing to say that lVlr. 
Bmdv was not. entit"ed to the rise. Th<' 
Labo.ur party had been consistent in their 
attitude on this question al! through; a,nd he 
believed that. if his friends on the Govern· 
ment -side \ve{·e to state their rea.l feelings, it 
would be found that thev were with thf• 
Labour pa-rty in re;~ard to ·large jncreasc, to 
the heads of department·, at r. time wj1en 
thooe at tho bottom of the ladder got nothing. 
The GovPrnment wer:; doing very \\TOng in 
adoptinrr the course thf'y had done. l-Ie vva·,: 
decidedlv opposed to thc··c large increa ·C' to 
highly-paid officers, when it was the lower­
paid men who did all the work. Was this 
'12entleman any more competent to· fill his· 
position than the lower men were to nll their 
spheres? Not a bit. n1r. Brady wa.s a verv 
n;ce gentlemanlv feTlow and ali that sort of 
thing, but he did not see why he should re­
ceive £100 a year more when the lower-paid 
men received nothing extra. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC \VoRKS: ']'hat 
is not so. The hon. member is not correct. 

l\Ir. KEOGH: He would like the l\Iinister 
to show him where the lower-paid men n•­
ceivod anything. They did not pay them a 
living wage. His contention had alwa:~,; been 
that the man who did t-he work received ;cry 
small pay, but the "Lah-di-dah" man -the 
"Great I am"-the man who dicl not do the· 
work-got ali the money. While he harl 11 

scat in that Chamber he would alwavs raise 
his voice against that kind of thing. 'He up­
held the stand taken in the matter by the· 
Labour party. Of course there wa.s not th<> 
slightest possibility of the amendment being 
carried. It was a foregone conclusion that 
tho Estimate must pass as it stood. Still, if 
he had his will, his vote would certainlv be 
against these rises to the highly-paid 'men 
while the lower-paid men were not adequate:y 
remunerated, because he could not see t bat. 
the dearer man did any more work. The· 
lower-paid man did ali the work, and thf'· 
man at the top got all th<> kudos and all the­
!Y!Oney. He honpd h;s friend on the Tn>a­
snr:v bench woulrl see that men were paid "' 
living wa '!f', because, unt.il, that ,vas c1<0ne, 
the nub~ic service would not be what. it 011gh+ 
to be. Thcv were l•utterin<r the hrPatl of 
the man at the top on roth sides, whilst treT 
were not rrivin.r a bit, of l::utter at all i·o theo 
man at the bottom. 

I-ION. R.. PHILP could onlv say that the 
Eetimatees showed that the men all through 
wPre better paid than when the Labour party 
were sunnorting the Government. \Vhen he 
was ;n office, his Government. had pretty well' 
cnt the Estimates down to the bone. but whE·n· 
the Government which wa:s supported by the­
Labour pa.rty ~arne into power, they were not 

l[on. R. Philp.1 
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satisfied with what had been done. They ap­
pointed a board of inquiry, and that board re­
commended further reductions, which were 
supported by the Labour party. One nnfor· 
tunate typist whom his Government had ,.aid 
£52 a year had £2 taken off her salary. 

Mr. LESINA: We did not take that £2 df. 
RoN. R. PHILP: No; but the han. t;,pmher 

osupported the Government that took it off 
Mr. HAMILTON: She could not pass the 

examination, and that was the reason for tho 
reduction. 

HoN R. PHILP: The hon. member for 
Bulloo cited a case, and said that he was in 
sympathy with the unfortunate woman, but 
he had not said a word to the Comm;ssioner 
for Railways about it. If the han. member 
wished to help the woman, he would nave 
gone to the Commissioner, who probably 
knew nothing about the matter. But, no; he 
wants to bring it up in this House to show 
what an unfortunate martyr be is, and that 
he was doing his level bo>ot for the people 
·outside The action of the han. meml:er 
showed that he had no intention at all of 
helping that unfortunate woman. In that 
department the Minister had increased the 
salary of every officer except the five night 
watchmen, who had received increases last 
year. What fault could be found with that? The 
Estimate~ showed that more money was being 
paid to the publio servants than had been 
paid during the last ten years. The Com­
mittee ought to congratulate the Secretary for 
Public W arks on doing so well by the officers 
of his department. 

Mr. FOLEY (Tou·nsville): A good deal of 
exception seemed to have been taken by mem­
bers on the Government side in regard to the 
amendment. :i\Tembers of the Labour party 
bad no fault to find with Mr. Brady, neither 
did they take exception to the salary he was 
receiving. They were quite prepared to admit 
that Mr. Brady might be worth all that the 
Minister proposed to give him, but what they 
did say was that other officers of the depart­
ment were not getting a living wage. He 
wanted to know from the Minister what were 
the age• of those clerks who were getting 
£100, £90, and £70 a year. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: They 
are mostly cadets. 

Mr. FOLEY: No. There were cadet drafts­
men-one at £50 and two at £39 a year-lower 
down. He wished to know when this demo­
cratic Government were going to pass a law, 
the same as the Federal Government had 
done, to say that all persons who had been 
in the service for three years, and had attained 
the age of twenty-one years, should get a 
salary of at least £110 a year. How could a 
man get married if he only recieved a miser­
able £i0 or £80 a year? The powers that be 
<Jomplained that the population was not in­
<Jreasing in sufficient numbers, and yet they 
put obstacles in the way of young men getting 
married by paying them a wage on which 
they could not keep themselves, much less a 
wife and family. Until those people received 
a living wage he would oppose any increase of 
£100 to men who were already getting more 
than a living wage. He believed in good 
:salaries all the time, but he certainly com­
plained about the lower-paid servants not 
getting a living wage. If that was under­
stood by members on the opposite side, they 
would give the Labour party credit for endea­
vouring to see that a living wage was paid 
throughout the whole service, and if that £100 

[H on. R. Philp. 

was taken off i\'Ir. Bradv and divided between 
tEe lower-paid officers, it would go a long way 
towards bringing their wages up to a living 
wage, and Mr. Brady would still have suffi­
cient on which to live comfortably. 

Mr. TOLMIE: With all due re,pect to 
members on both sides of the House, he would 
offer a suggestion. Han. members had spoken 
of Mr. Brady in terms of praise for the work 
he had done, and Mr. Brady was justly en­
titled to the kind things that had been said of 
him. The deputy leader of the Opposition had 
moved a reduction in the vote of £1, not that 
he had any ill-feeling towards the permanent 
head of the department, but because of prin­
ciple. That principle had been discussed by 
members on both sides of the Chamber, and 
under the circumf,tances it would be a reason­
able thing to allow a vote to be taken upon it, 
because the protest was made through the 
division rather than through any speeches that 
might be made in Committee. There were a 
number of Estimates yet to be discussed. The 
Estimates this year could hardly be described 
as a roley-poley, inasmuch as in a roley-poley 
all the 'iam was in the centre, but in the Esti­
mates they found the jam at both ends. 

Mr. LESINA: No; the jamb will be at one 
end. (Laughter.) 

2\Ir. TOL2\IIE: It was advisable to curtail 
discussion on the Estimates as much as pos­
sible, in order that hon. members would have 
an opportunity of discussing other depart­
ments. 

Mr. HAMILTON: You want to get at the 
Secretary for Railways over the Drayton 
deviation. 

Mr. TOLi\IIE: They had only five days in 
which to discuss the Estimates, and he would 
offer the suggestion that han. mem hers should 
allow a vote to be taken, so that there would be 
time for a discussion on some of the other E'sti­
mates, because he gathered from ,the remarks 
of han. members that they took no exception 
to this partccular vote, but that they wished 
to protest against increasing the salaries of 
the Under Secretaries by a considerable 
amount, and not increasing other salaries pro­
portionately. That, he understood, was the 
principle at stake. There was an amendment 
before the Committee which would enable 
tliat objection to be taken, and he thought it 
was a reasonable thing that they should come 
to some decision on the matter. 

Mr. ALLEN: In reply to the han. member 
for Townsville, he quoted the case--

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Order! The 
han. member cannot deal now with a matter 
that properly comes under the Railway Esti­
mates. If the han. member wants to make 
a personal explanation he may do so, but he 
must be brief and to the point. 

Mr. ALLEN : He wished to make a per­
sonal explanation. The reason he mentioned 
the case was not to get kudos-not to attempt 
to score a point-but to condemn the system 
of the Government, and :he reilented the 
charge of insincerity made by the han. mem­
ber for Townsville against him. 

The .A!CTING CHAIRMAN: The hon. 
member has now dealt with his personal ex­
planation. Does the han. member wish to 
address himself to the question before the 
Committee? 

Mr. ALLEN: He just had a few words to 
add. There was nothing in the charge of 
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insincerity made against him. He had a 
letter from a person interested in the case. 
It was dated 22nd of July, and said-

Mr. Allen, I would be very pleased that you should 
be ver.y discreet 1n iutervlewing the ntllway peovle re 
that case, as she is awfully afraid of beiug shHted, 

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Order! I 
think that concludes the personal explanation. 
The question before the Committee is the 
reduction of the vote. 

Mr. COYNE asked the Minister what was 
the reason that there were night watchmen 
clown at £108, while there were two day 
watchmen who received £130 and £120 re­
spectively. It was far more dangerous to 
watch at night. 

The SECRETARY FOR PTcBLIC \VORKS : One 
man is in chrurge. 

Mr. COYNE: What about the second man 1 
Was he in charge, too, as he also received 
more than the night watchman? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: He is 
senior to them. 

Mr. COYNE: They were always beaten by 
that remark of seniority. Whether the £120 
man served a greater number of years or not, 
the men working at night should receive as 
much pay as those engaged in the druytime. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
The hon. member f<;>r Warrego was wrong in 
saymg that the night watchman receiving 
£108 had been in the service for a greater 
number of years than the day watchman. 
M~. CoYNE; I never said any such thing. 

I said even 1f the other man were in the 
service longer, the night watchman should get 
as much as him. 

The ~ECRET ARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS : 
He l?omted out that some of the men engaged 
as mght watchmen were aged, and not physi­
cally fit for any other work. He believed it 
was the hon. member for Mitchell who said 
that if a man was not fit for work he should 
mak~ way for somebody else. As long as he 
was m charge o£ the \Vorks Department if 
a man was aged and was capable of doing that 
class of work, he was . not going to kick him 
out. (Hear, hear!) It would be an exceed­
inll'ly improper position. to talre up, as there 
might be some men qmte capable of acting 
as night watchmen and lift attendants and yet 
no~ capable ad' doing manual work. Thie 
policy of the department, consistently with 
seeing the work properly performed, should 
be one of sympruthy with the men working in 
the department. He would read the amounts 
paid by the department. to show that there 
was no sweating, and he believed that even 
the leader of the Opposition would then feel 
compelled to withdraw his amendment. He 
had already referred to Mr. Brady and Mr. 
Pye. The inspectors received from £240 to 
£280, according to length of service. The 
draftsmen-and hon. members should care­
fully note thiS"-rcceived £270, £250. £210, 
£210, £200, £170, £270, £230, £210 and £200, 
and there was one position to be filled at 
£180. Then there was one at £170, and one 
at £160. The hon. member for Mitchell also 
referred to what he called small salaries, but 
they were for the cadets. The cadets were 
paid according to a scale fixed by the Public 
Service Board, and afterwards they got ru 
rise. The junior draftsmen received £90 and 
£80, and a ladv who had just come into the 
department received £GO. 

Mr. FoLEY: Tell us the ages of the juniore. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
The hon. member must know that it was a 
rather delicate matter to give the age of a 
lady. (Laughter.) There was· aJ cadet who 
got £39, but who was shifted to the Workers' 
Dwellings Board, and now rec-eived £70 or 
£80. There were two other cadets at £39; 
the accountant received £361); chief clerk, 
£300. Then there were clerks at £180, £170, 
£150, and £100, two typists at £100, foreman 
of works at £200, plankeeper, £150, and mes­
senger, £100-that was Mr. Carmody, who was 
known to most hon. members. The assistant 

rnessenger ·was down at £70, 
[8.30 p.m.] whom hon. members would re-

1nen1ber was a :voung rnan, and 
he received a rise of £10. The lift engineer 
got £220, and lift attendants various sums, 
according to age, £80, £60, £50, and £50. 
They were only young people. In view of the 
great nurnbl}r of Estimates tD get thr Jugh, he 
hoped hon. members would let the vote go. 

Question-That £18,129 only (Mr. Lennon's 
amendment to reduce the vote by £1) be 
granted, put; and the Committee divided:-

)lr. Allen 
,. Barber 
, Bi'eslin 
" co,ne 
" Cntwfoid 

}'erric1:s 
,, rotey 

Hamilton 

AYF.'il, 23. 

,, Hunter, J. :.\I. 
, Land 
, Lennon 
,, .Mann 

:ur. :J.Lty 
, .llulhm 
, ~1tn·vh:r 
., :\lcLathhn 
u :1\evitt 

O'Sullivan 
, Payne 
, Ryan 
, Ryland 
" rrheodore 
., "Winstanley 

Tdh>·s: )lr. Crawford and ~Ir. Nevitt. 

)JQF.S, 29. 
Mr. Allan 

, Appel 
l•arno~. \V, Il. 
BrJUCh»Id 
Brennan 

,, }{ridges 
0!\f$-f-'l' 

Cot tell 
, Cribb 
, Denham 
, Forrest 
, Forsyth 
, Grayson 

Gunn 
, Hawthorn 

Mr. Hodg-e 
,, Hunter, D. 
, Kidston 
, Morgan 
, Paget 
, Petrie 
, Philp 

R •belts 
, Somerset 
, Stodart 
, Swayne 
, Tolmie 
, Walker 
, Wienlolt 

Tel/era: Mr. Hodge and Mr. Roberts. 

PATRS. 
Ayes-Mr. Blair, Mr. Lesina, and Mr. Douglas. 
Noes-Mr. Rankin, Mr. Thorn, and Mr. :Mackintosh. 
Resolved in the mgative. 

Question-That £18,130 be granted-put and 
passed. 

BUILDINGS. 
The SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC WORKS 

moved that £87,376 be granted for "Build­
ings." There was a decrease of £79,960 in this 
voto as compaPed with the amount voted last 
year. Last year the sum of £.50,000 was put 
down for a University, and, of course, that 
did not appear again this year. 

Mr. LENKON: Has it been expended? 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 

That was a question which should properly be 
put to the Treasurer. When the Treasurer's 
Estimate' came on he would be able to ex­
plain all about that particular amount. 

Mr. i\fuRPHY: That is exactly what he 
could not do. 

Hon. W. H. Barnes.] 



2196 [ASSEMBLY.: Supply, 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
There was a reduction in the item " General 
repairs, painting, improvements, and inci~ 
denta.ls" from £25,000 to £12,.500. There was 
also a reduction in •the item " School Build­
ings and Additions, Im1wovements, Furni­
ture, Repairs, and Painting" from £40,000 
to £25,000. He ought to explain tha,t sonw 
of the money voted las·~ year had bcc·n spent 
during the ca,rly part of thf' prPsent fin:mcictl 
~·ear, and the work carried out last ~ c•:tr was 
Vt>ry much larger t.han the work carried out 
in any previous :_P-''lr within his recollection. 

::vir. LESINA: \\'hat did you spend on schools 
last year? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC vVORKS: 
The work was kept within bounds la-st year. 

1\h. LESINA: The Auditor-General says you 
spent £46,000 on a vote of £40,000. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
flame payments were made from loan and 
some from reYenue. 

:\Ir. LESINA: \Vhv build some schools from 
loan and some from revenue? 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl:BLIC \YORKS: 
P.omctinH:>s it. was convenient to pay for 
schools out of loan. TherE' were some monevs 
rr·ceived from the •,ale of -chool propert''es 
which were paid into revenue account. For 
instance. there wets a property occupied by 
one of the leading schools. There was also a 
hrg-e school reserve there-he referred to 
Allora-but for many reasons it was an un­
desirable .site for a school. Among other 
reasons, there was the fact that it "as in 
close proximity to a hot;>[ and right in the 
vf'l'y heart of tho town. The proceeds from 
the sale of that property would not go to 
the Eclncation Department, but would be paid 
into revem1e account, so that while on the 
one hand there was a dt'bit agaimt the de­
partnwnt, on the other it "·as not credited 
v ith the amount ri.'ceiv..'d from that property. 
\Yith the work of the Universitv and a con­
siderable amount of other work ·in hand, the 
d_epartment had found it difficulr to get suffi­
cwnt draftsmen, and so considered it de".ir­
ablP to ease clown a litt[p: hCJt he conld 
a.,sure !he Committee that close attention 
would be given to all deservino- cases in con­
nection with schools and otherM institutions. 
. Mr. L~NXOX: The :\Tinister had g-iven r.o 
mforn:iat•on as to the £1{) noo down for 
"Tcchnic'tl College Buildings 1 'our-fifths 
,oost)," which appC'arcd to be·~ nt1 \V expcndi­
ltnrc•. \Yould the general public be -called 
upon to contribute the other fifth 9 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC 
\VOf!,KS: It was customary for the g-eneral 
public, where techmcal colleges wc•re not put 
up absolutely b:v the Government, to find 
one-fifth. The £10,000 was not a new itPm. 
If the hon. gentleman would look at the fol­
lowin•J; page he would see the separak 
amounts tha.t were voted for several college-s 
J:t.,t year, but this year a lump 'um was put 
down. 

l\Tr. LENNON: It seemed to him that this 
was something like a blind. If the expendi­
ture was in Brisbane. the whole of it would 
Pventuall:v be borne L':V the Government; but 
if it was in North Queensland he was eatisfied 
they would take care that one-fifth was con­
trilmtod b:v the public. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \YORKS: Quito 
uncalled for. 

Mr. LENNON: There was a large reduc­
tion in the vote as compared with last year, 
but the amount of work done last year "as 

[Han. W. H. Barnes. 

abnormal. There was nothing in the vote on. 
which he deqired to speak .. It was not part 
of his business to condemn anything unless 
his condemnation was justified. 

:\Ir. LESINA liked to see public mcn:cy 
expended on works necessary for carrying on 
the business of the country. In connection 
with the vote for ''School Buildings and Ad­
ditions, Improvements, Furniture, Repait·s .. 
and Painting," he asked whether the full 
vote ''as expended last year, and he was told 
that it had not been exceeded; but the Audi 
tor-General said it had been <'xccodcd: and 
the Under Secretary, on page 8 of his report, 
said-

During the y!C"\lr contracts were let for 43 new 
State schools, which are now either completed or 
in progress; considerable additions have been 
made to 14 ~tate schools; and the erection of 23. 
playshecls in various parts of the State have been 
completed or commf'nced. The expenditure for the­
YfPS on ::-:tate sc>hor:lls amounts to £52,916 Is. IOd., 
\vhich is the heavirst expenditure in any one year­
in tht;> history cf the State. 

Accoding to the Auditor-GenNal, the total 
wa' £-1-6,223 lls. Sd. Another matter <'Il­

which he wou!d like .<ome information 'vas thf>o 
differentiation in makin<; payments for hnd 
and payments for buildings. Take the :t'~ ew 
Farm State Rchool, for jnstance. The ·sum of 
£740 was paid for additions to tlw school, and 
it wa-s paid out of loan. The amount of £73:1 
6s. 3d. was paid for the purchase of land, and 
it came out of revenuf'. In som0 cases land 
was paid for out of loan and buildin~s out of 
rc·vcnuP. \Yhat as the rPasnn for hewing no 
!!eneral principle? He thought schools shonld 
be paid for out of revenue and not out cf 
loan. Another matter to which he wished to· 
refer \Yas thP <:xpenditurc on "Fcrnber!{.'' 
HP recently a,kcd chc Prnnier the folbsing 
questions:-

1. \:Vha.t is the total cost to date- of adcrtions, 
nltE•rations, repairs, and painting at "Fernberg,"· 
temporary Govr-rnment Honse? 

2. The total cost of metalling, gravelling, nnd: 
rolling roadways? 

3. C'ost of fencing? 
4. Cost of the secondary 1attery? 
5. Cost of installing the electriC light? 
G. Coet of constructing tennis court ? 
7. Cc~t of new carpet and linoleum? 
8. Cost of removing furniture from old Govern~­

ment House? 
9. Cost of three supplies of linen recently pur­

chased, and quantity of electro-plate? 

The han. gentleman referred him to an, 
answer g-iven to Mr. May on the 13th July. 
That answer was in reply to a quest1on about 
a motor-ca.r for the use of the Governor, a.I.d· 
was as follo"" :-

I think hon. members will agree with me that jt 
-.;Yould be more in keeping with that respect we f~el 
for His Majesty's repn o.entative, and wit~ the ~lg­
nity of this Hou,r, if such matters of detail. relatlng 
to the Governor's establishment were ra1sed anW 
discussed in proper form when the Estimates for 
Government House were under consideration. 

In the British House of Gammons the: dis­
cussed the most trifling details in regard to. 
furniture for the Royal family: yet they were 
told by this brummagem Czar that they could 
not discm·.s Government House. Of course 
thev could. (Hear, hear!) The:v vot•"<l the 
money, and he proposed to do it. . The in­
formation he could not get then he d>scoverea 
since in 2\fr. Brady's reprt, wher~ he found 
that there was £2 576 3s. for add1t·ons, altera­
tion, and painting'; £28() for metalling, gravel­
ling and rolling roadwavs; £142 ls. for 
sec,o~dary battery ; £125 His. for removal of' 
furniture from Government House. There-
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wa~ £124 17s. Gd. installing electr'c li'Iht. £80 
<>stablishing tennis court. £72 for carp~t anrl 
linoleum, £51 for fcncincr, £9{), £81, and :f'G6 
for linen, and £62 for electro-plate. ·y Pt 
when they asked rhem for money to b., naid 
to mother'S for caring for their own childmn 
they had not got it. :\Iembers got up on 1'he 
'Other side with flaming checks, and a'kNl 
where the money was coming from. \Yhcre 
was it coming from to build tennis courts at 
"FernbPrg," and supply money for electro­
plate and £128 for linen? The Minister had de­
clined to give the information, but it was sup­
plied in the report, and he hoped the inforcna­
tion would be made as public as pnssible. HE' 
onlv mentioned it now because thP Premier 
took up the high-and-mighty stand that we 
had no right to discuss these matters. If they 
-discussed small deta.ils in connection with tlw 
civil list of His IIIaje-sty the King in thP 
House of Commons, a n1uch morEl' an£:'u~t 
·assembly than this, mr<:>ly they could discus•, 
the cost of the tennis court out at "F<>rnberg-." 
It was just a.s well tha.t members shou'd t1ke 
a determin<?d stand on ihis matter, otber,vis~ 
th<> time wou!d come when thev would lw 
g-uilty of trea,on if they mentioned the Go­
vernor's name in this ... 1\5s€mbly. 

* i\Ir. CORSER: There ''"a' an item of £.1,500 
for "Hospital Buildings," or three-fifths of the 
cost. He would like to ask the Minister 
whether, in case• like they had had in :\1ary­
borough, where they had to put additional 
buildings up so as to give more accommodation 
for patienh and on Crown lands, what amount 
of money would be paid towards this exnendi-
ture? -

Mr. THEODORE drew the attention of the 
Minister to the delay that often took place in 
the erection of buildings. Investigation 
snowed that this arose in many cases because 
no satisfactory tenders were forthcoming. He 
would have no comnlaint to make if there was 
no way out of the difficulty, but the l\Iinister 
could remedy this evil by authorising the 
construction of such buildings by clay labour. 
At the annual dinner of the master builders in 
Brisbane on 26th September, the Minister 
spoke in a wav which would lead one to think 
he was incline"d to favour contract Iacour. He 
said-

Referetwe h11rt hPen m·1de to ('Ontrn.f't hhnur rersus 
dny lahonr In that eonnerticn it wnnld be remem­
l>ered that thr, GnvernmPnt ll:Jd f'allrr'l. foP tPnrters; for 
the building in the fiHrden::.. which the l,,~or'ks DPpart­
ment estimatccJ woul•i c·1~t £7, D. The hwc .. t tender 
·recei..-ed Wtts .£1,20'1. Tl at l!HHcatPd t>ithcr that the 
-estimate W1tS too lnw or the conrneto's wrrc trving- to 
get :t little more ont of the contract than they slwnld. 

£1,200 as against £100! Was that more satis­
factory? Did this lead the hon. gentleman to 
·come tD the conclusion that contract labour 
was morp satisfactory than day labour, or the 
experience of the department in the country 
where the building of schools had to he post­
poned for lengthy periods? Did he not think 
he could inaugurate a system of day labour 
under the supervision of the department? 
The officials of the department wflre quite 
-competent to supervise the construction of 
tliese buildings by day labour. Thev might 
r<;quire an additional supervising staff in the 
d1fferent parts of the State for that purpose, 
but it would be more satisfactory if the build­
ings could be erected when they were required, 
instead of waiting until contractors were ready 
to send in a tender. The officials of the de­
partment were afraid that they could not get 
·competent men, but there was any amount of 
labour available if the department would pro­
•ceed on the lines he had indicated, and the 

difficulty in obtaining material would be over­
come. He hoped the :\Iinister would give 
considerat:on to this matter. 

Mr. D. HGNTER was not against day 
labour, and the present Minister had done 
more to. bring about a sy,tem of day labour 
than any other :\linic.ter. At the present time 
there was a great difficulty to find men for the 
buildings which were goin~· up in Brisbane. 
The works foreman had asked him where he 
could get good carpenters, and contractors 
had often asked him where they could get 
g-ood carpenters. He knew that some mem­
ber·· on the front Opposition bench had the 
same difficulty when they were doing their 
own work; they could not find good 'men to 
do it-not the men that they would put on 
Government work. 

:\Jr. O'SuLLIVA:o;: \Yhy raise the question of 
day labour versus contrac-t labour? 

::\Ir. D. HL'J'\T'ER: \Yhv did the other side 
raise the quest' on? If th,;y had not raised it, 
he would not have replied. He thought he 
knew more about the building trade than any 
man on the other side of the House. 

Mr. FoLEY: I question that. 
IIIr. D. 1-I'GNTER: The hon. member might 

know something of masonry. 
The ACTING CHAIR.l\IAN: Order! 
Mr. D. HUNTER: It seemed to him that 

members on the other side did not like their 
statements to be oontrovertcd. He main­

tain-ed that if the Government 
[9 p.m.] found it com·enient to do work 

by day labour they should do so ; 
and, & ; a. matter of fact, they had made the 
alterations at '' Fernberg" by day labour. 

I\Ir. THEODORE: Why did the Minister 
threaten to go back to the contract system? 

Mr. D. H'GXTER: He did not threaten 
to do anything of the kind, but was well 
advised, 1f he found that clay labour was 
costing more than contract labour, to go 
back. If dav labour could not be made to 
pay, he (Mr: Hunter) would be the last to 
defend it, but he knew that day labour could 
be made to pa.y. Hon. member-s on the other 
side voted for a red::wtion in the salary of the 
man who wa-s doing his best to encourage the 
day-labour system. 

11r. :HcRPHY: You were running round 
your own side cond8nming all these big in­
creases. 

Mr. D. H'GJ'\TER: He might condemn the 
increases. but he did not condemn them for 
what th~y were doing now. They had tried 
to encourage day labour wherever it had been 
proved to be a. good thing. They called 
for tenders for come work not long ago. It 
was going to co,st something like £1,200, and 
thev had it. done bv day labour, but it had not 
cost £700. Hon. members opposite knew that 
\\ages had risan since the advent of wages 
boards, although they did not like to admit it, 
and the departmental Estimates probably re­
quired revision. He wanted to draw atten­
tion to the buildings being put up at the 
present timt'. He thought the Government 
were making a seriou' mistake in regard to 
State schools. Two or three years ago he 
said that the Government would be well ad­
vised if in those long schools they put in 
dormer lights in the roof so as to light the 
interiors sufficiently. 'Where a -school had a 
double veranda, everyone who had been in 
one of them knew that the lighting ;ms very 
defe-ctive. He noticed that the Manly school 
had a double veranda, and there was no light 

Mr. D. Hunter.] 
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in the whole of the roof, and the only light 
the children got was through the lights on 
the veranda,s and in the end. That had been 
found insufficient in a good many schools, and 
the department had found it necessary in the 
Kano-aroo Point school to put in dormer 
wind~ws. If the department were going to 
put in those windows, they should put them 
in when the building wa« being erected, be­
cause it added to the cost if they had to be 
put in afterwards. He had fitted up some of 
those windows, and he knew what a great 
improvement they made. Once they were 
put in the teachers claimed that they were a 
great improvement. He was told that the 
health officer objected to them because he 
thought' ihey were going to affect the eyes 
of the children in some way. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: His opinion should be 
considered. 

Mr. D. HUNTER: Of course his opinion 
should be considered, but he thought the 
children's eyes should be considered too. 

Mr. NEVITT: He is trying to protect them. 

Mr. D. HGNTER: Of course he was. He 
believed the h<"nlth officer ,suggested a saw­
tooth roof. He believed that that .sort of 
roof would prove :nore detrimental to the 
children, because the light would be thrown 
right down on their heads. In the ca.se of 
dormer windows the windows stood perpen­
dicular, and, as the gla-ss was frosted, it wa.s 
impossible for the light to strike the chil­
dren's heads at a.ll. He hoped the depart­
ment would seriously consider the question in 
regard to future schools, and would not con­
tinue a blunder which would cost a, great 
deal of money to alter. 

The SEGRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
With ·regard to the lighting of schools, han. 
members would agree with him that the 
modern type of building which wa,s now being 
put up was a va.st improvement on the old 
type. (Hear, hear!) He did not mean to 
argue that that w&s a reason for not trying 
to make still further improvement,;;. In the 
interests of the children, who were the most 
important asset the State had, it was highly 
important that every attention should be paid 
to the question of lighting the schools, and 
they should most certainly be guided by those 
who had experience in the matter. The sug­
gestioru; of the hon. member for Woolloon­
gabba would receive the careful consideration 
of the department. The hon. member for 
"\Voothakata refeued to some remarks that 
he (Mr. Barnes) made at a builders' dinner. 
\V ell, those remarks had not met with the 
approval of the builders. In the conduct of 
an important department like the Works 
Department it was the duty of the Minister 
and the officers in charge to adopt common­
sense. business lines. He wo:.~ld ha.rk back 
for a moment to the particular work to which 
the hon. member had referred. It was the 
invariable pra;ctice of the officer~ of tlie de­
partment to prepare an estimate of the cost 
of every work. In connection with tlie build­
ing in the Gardens, the lowest tender was 
verv much in Pxcess of the departmental esti­
mate. Now, he would ask hon. members if 
he would have been doing a fair thing to the 
country if, in the face of that fa;ct,_ he had 
ordered the work to be proceeded w1th? He 
would pursue the same policy in every case. 
In that case he thought it was his duty to test 
the matter by puttino- up the building by day 
labour. Surely the hon. member would not 
find fault with him for doing that! 

fMr. D. H1mter. 

Mr. Ml'RPHY: How did the cost compare 
with the tenders? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
The work was not yet completed, so he could 
not supply the information. The hon. mem­
ber for \V oolloongab ha made refer~nce to 
another matter which proved concmsryely 
that the department were exceedingly anxwus 
to enable the men who worked by day labou_r 
to do their work under the very be·st condi­
tions. \Vhen he went into the departll!ent 
he found-it was not the fault of any prevwus 
Minister, but wa,s simply due to the want of 
money-that their day wo:kers we_re housed 
in a place tha.t was certamly a disgrace to 
the department. And hon. me_mJ:lers co':lld 
see they had put up for them bmldmgs whwh 
were most suit.able, and they would see that 
at least the question of day labour had not 
been overlooked. 

Mr. THEODORE: Will you extend the 
system? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC 
WORKS : The hon. member referred to 
what he had said in regard to contracts. 
He had nothing to retract in that connec­
tion. 

Mr. LENNON: You will be more careful 
next time. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC 
WORKS: There seemed to be a little bit 
of the Scotchman m him, a;s he was always 
careful. The hon. member had said it was 
a question as to whether the Government 
should not always go in for day laJ:lour, and 
he asked Would it not be poss1ble m remote 
districts 'to do that kind of thing? He _(~lr. 
Barnes) would point out that the supervJsJon 
would be so very great that he _did not t~ink 
the time was ripe for that kmd of thll'!g. 
The duty of the Government was to c:cermse 
the closest possible supervision, and 1f the) 
thought a tender was too high,_ then it was 
their duty to construct them m the other 
way. The hon. member for Woo~hakata 
referred particularly to th~ delay m con­
nection with a work for whwh tenders were 
invited, but the tender was found to J:le too 
high and very much above the estimate. 
Hon members would admit that the Works 
Dep~rtment and the Educ,.,tion Depart­
ment had in connecti:m with schools and 
school buildings, been fairly_ active, and he­
claimed they had been partwu)a;·ly prompt 
in dealing with ·matters pertammg to t_he 
departments. The hon. member was quite 
rio-ht in what he .said. He referred, no 
do"'ubt, to a school in his own electorate, rut 
the tender was so very m_uch above the 
estimate that there was nothm!l' else for thtt 
department to do but to turn 1t down. 

1\Ir. THEODORE: I say you could have !n~ 
augm·ated another system and gone on w1th 
it by day· labour. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC 
WORKS : That was easy enough !n the 
abstract, but it was not so easy m the 
working out. If a tender had been accepted 
tha.t was exces-sive. the hon. member would-:­
and very prop~rly so-h!'ve been one of the 
first to complam, and m1ght say the Govern­
ment were in league with the contractor. 
In regard to the remarks o~ the _han;, mem­
ber for Clermont in connectwn w1th . Fern­
berg," he (Mr. Barnes) was not aware that 
he had ever refused to answer the hon. 
member any question. 

Mr. LESINA: I asked your boss. 
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC 
WORKS: Some of tlle expenditure at 
" Fernberg" was, after all, only apparent. 
Might he remind hon. members that a num­
ber of buildings were removed from old 
Government House, and although the Go­
vernment had onlv taken a lease, with the 
right to purchase: of "Fernberg," they had 
the right to take those buildings away. 

Mr. THEODORE: The hon. member referred 
to the furniture. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC 
WORKS: The hon. member knew quite 
well that the furnishing was no easy matter, 
and he did not think the tenderer made verv 
much out of it. · 

Mr. MAN;'\1": The hon. member for Wool­
loongabba made the remark that there was a 
scarcity of carpenters in Brisbane. He ad­
mitted that was so, but if the hon. member 
cared to cast his mind back a few years he 
would remember that in Brisbane lower 
wages were paid to carpenters than any­
where in Queensland, and most of the car­
penters left. Even to-day there were carpen­
ters working in Brisbane for Ss .. or 9s. a 
day. 

Mr. D. HUNTER: Where? 

Mr. MANN: He did not wish to adver­
tise any builder, but he knew of a man who 
was doing work not 3 miles away who was 
paying his carpenters only 9s. a day. Things 
were very brisk in Brisbane just now, and 
they must not take any notice of a phenom3-
nal state of things. Brisbane, like every 
other city, had its ups and downs, and pos­
sibly in a couple of years there might be 
many carpenters out of work. He claimed 
that in spite of the scarcity of carpenters in 
Brisbane their wages were not phenomenal. 
He did not think any man was getting more 
than lls. a day, and many of them were 
only getting Ss. or 9s. a day. 

Mr. D. HUNTER: You do not understand 
it. 

Mr. MANN: If the hon. member did his 
duty and went round Brisbane he would 
find there were a number of men getting 
only Ss. a day. 

Hon. E. B. FoRREST: I do not think you 
would find a dozen, or anything like that 
number. 

Mr. MANN: The hon. member for Wool­
loongabba, in speaking about the lights m 
school buildings, spoke in a very sensible 
manner. The Cairns school, which was 
attended by over 500 puplls, h:td been 
erected in patches:._a bit put on here and a 
bit put on there-and to-day it was a stand­
ing disgrace to the town. As he had said 
earlier in he evening, every public building 
in Cairns was behind requirements. The 
people in Cairns were desirous of getting an 
infants and girls' school established but 
unfortunately, they could not raise' ther{· 
quota. and they de~ired tJ:at the building 
should be erected m sectwns, because It 
would be a very heavv tax on the town to 
raise the monev necess;,ry, as there had been 
collections for· hospitals, and there was a 
limit to what the people were able to sub­
scribe towards buildings. He would like the 
Minister to take into consideration that fact. 
and erect the proposed girls' and infants' 
school in sections. He would like the 
Mini·ster, on his next visit to Cairns, to have 

a look at the present school and see if he 
could not get a decent up-to-date buildin~ 
erected. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: I shaH 
be very glad to do so. 

Mr. MANN: With regard to the question 
of "Fernberg," that was dealt with by the 
member for Clermont, but the Premier him­
self, in his wild days, when he claimed to be 
a democrat, was very fond of asking ques­
tions about Government House. In fact, he 
moved for a return on one occasion, but 
now hon. members must only mention the 
Governor with bated breath, while the hon. 
member himself at one time said if it had 
not been for Ladv Chelmsford there would 
have been no dissolution. 

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Order! The 
action of the Government at that time does 
not really come in this vote at all. 

Mr. MANN: But there might be a half­
room included in the vote, and he was point­
ing out that if they had built a ballroom at 
Government House and allowed the Governor 
a country seat, there would not have been an 
election 'before--

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Order! The 
matter the hon. member refers to comes 
under another vote. There are other places 
for referring to the question he mentions, but 
it is not on this vote. 

Mr. MANN: But in this item of £12.50{} 
for general repairs and incidentals it might 
include a ballroom for "Fern berg." 

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Order! I 
think the hon. member will see that he is ol.lt 
of order. 

Mr. MANN: He would not have touched 
on the matter if the Premier had given a 
civil answer to a civil question. He trusted 
that, in the matter of buildings, the Minister 
would get a decent schoolhouse and a d'eeent 
courthouse erected at Cairns, and when the 
Minister came to Cairns he honed he would 
accede to the requests to be laid- before him. 

Mr. NEVITT: Some time ago he asked the 
following questions and received the replies 
mentioned:-

What was the contract price for building the 
laundry and kitchen at Dunwich? £3,671. 

What date was same taken over from contractor? 
24th September, 1909. 

When was contract called for machinery and. 
fitting up of same? 19th :'lovember, 1909. 

The contract for the building was taken over 
on the 24th September, 1909, and yet the con­
tract for the machinery was not called untit 
19th of November, 1900, exactly twelve 
months ago. During that time the building, 
which cost £4,000, was lying idle, and at 4i 
per cent. interest that meant a loss for the 
year of £160. The excuse given as to why 
the maehinerw was not ordered was that. 
there was ai1 ironmoulders' strike on in: 
Queensland, but the strike did not commence 
until August of this year. The tenders for· 
the machinery should have been called _fo~ at 
the same time as the tenders for the bmldmg, 
and then it would have been ready to go into. 
the building, and the money would uot roave 
been lying idle locked up ·in that building, 
which was not being used. The 'Government. 
knPw they were !l;Oing to put in Babcock 
boilers, and that they would have to send to 
England for them, and yet they did not call 
for tenders for maehinerv until after the 
building was finished. The.re were some struc­
tural alterations which took place in the 

Jlfr. Nevitt.] 



2200 Suppi_t;. [ASSEl\IBLY.J 

building and which cost £10. The architect 
should have left openings in the buildin~· so 
that the machinery would have be€n abk to 
go in without making alterations in the build­
ing. He was down there ]a;st week, and he 
saw two openings which had to be made, in­
cluding one 3 feet bv 2 feet in a 9-inch wall. 
That sort of thing cdst a good deal of money, 
and provision should have been made in the 
·original plans of the building. The Minister 
said that they used common sense in the. de­
partment, but that did not look as if thev 
·.used common vense. The common-sense way 
would have been to call for tenders for the 
machinery, and the machinery would be on 
the ground ready to be installed a·<i soon as 
the building was finished. There wa.s room 
for complaint there, but he did not know 
whether the blame rested with the Govern­
ment for not providing· the monev or with the 
. department itself. · 

i\lr. D. HU~"TER: In his t"entv-five years 
'Of experience in Queensland he ·had never 
seen a building put up that there was not 
some alteration ma'de in the plan befm·" it 
was finished. The owner of the building 
would generally ask the architect to make 
-some alteration in the plan. The architect 
could not draw a plan to suit the machinery 
until he knew what machinery was <:;o;ng to 
be put into it. The money for the machinery 
wa< not put down on the Estimates that vear, 
because a general election had been forcc;d on 
the Gm·ernment, so that members opposite 
were really to blame for it for forcial! them 
into the throe's of a general election. 'It was 
ridiculous for members to waste time bv talk­
ling about such trivial matters. He had seen 
·men put up a partition in a room where 
there was a piano, and they did not know 

·how thev were going to get the piano out. 
'ThF-<e thing.s happened in every-day life, and 
to make a noise about it was too trivial a!to­
_gether. 

J\fr. J\Il'LLAK: He understood that they 
had a three years' lease of " Fern berg"? 

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLIC \\.ORKS: Yec. 

Mr. ::\IULLAX: He would ]ike to know if 
they had the right to purcha,,e -·Fern berg" at 
a fix<ed price? 

Th0 SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \YORKS: 
In reply to the hon. member for 1\laryborou!!h, 
Mr. Corser, about the additions to hospitals, 
the department had never been known to 
l!'efuse any money for any hospitals in the 
:State. There was a fixed sum on the Esti­
mate·, for that purpose, and if the applications 
for expenditure exceeded that sum there 

might h some difficulty. The 
[9.30 p.m.] amount put down wa.s based on 

the demands made. \Yith regard 
to the quest:on asked by the hon. member for 
·Carpentaria concerning the buildings at Dun­
wich, be might explain that the money for the 
buildings was authorised one year, and the 
money for the necessary machinery the fol­
lowing year, and there had been a variety of 
causes for the delay in the installation of the 
machinery. He had in his hand a letter from 
'the contractors for the machinery, :Messrs. 
Harvey and Son, dated 18th November, in 
which they said-

RtJ our contract for cooking pans. You are aware 
'{)f the trouble which we have been labouring under 
since 15th .Tuly last, and, in fact, during the past 
.Year-viz., scarcity of labour and moulders' strike, 
that being the reason that we did not apply eMlier 
for an extension of time. It has been the object of 

[-lfr. Nevitt. 

fhe Ironmasters' Association to make as little fuss 
over the matter as po-.:sible in regard to com­
plaints, with a vre>w to settl-ment of our troubles. 

He thought that was a very fair explanation of 
tli.e delay. \Vith reference to the question 
asked by the hon. member for Charters 
Towers, I\Ir. Mullan, the price which the 
ownPr::: were asking for '' F'ornberg'' 'vas 
£10,000. 

I\fr. I\lULLAN asked was it not a fact that 
the right to purchase at that figure was not 
obtained until after the Government had spent 
a considerable amount in improving the 
grounds at "Fern berg"? 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl:BLIC \YORKS: \Ve had 
scarcely done any work there before we ob­
tained the right to purchase. 

Mr. MULLAN: You did some, though . 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl-BLIC \YORKS: Practi­
cally none. 

Mr. NEVITT wished to point out that the 
buildings he referred to were taken over on 
the 24th September last year; and, according 
tot the letter read bv the Minister, it was not 
till Julv last-nine months after-that the 
contractor for the machinery asked for an 
extension of time. 

The SECRE~'ARY FOR Pl'BLIC \YORKS: The 
amount was not voted till late in the year. 
The hon. member forgets that,we did not meet 
till Ia te that year. · 

I\Ir. NEVITT: Well, it appeared that it was 
the fault of the Government in not putting the 
necessary money on the Estimates, and that it 
was not the fault of the departmental officials. 

Mr. LESINA: The reason he had referred 
to the matter oJ a residence for the Governor 
and the Agent-General's Offices was that he 
considered that now we had reali·sed federation, 
the expenditure of large sums of money on 
these subordinate offices was so much money 
wasted. In South Africa federation had not 
been established twentv-four hours cefore 
General Botha, by one' stroke of the pen, 
wiped out all their Agents-General in London. 
But here we had whole-hog advocates of State 
rights, like tho Premier, increas:ng the expen­
diture in connection with the Agent-General's 
establishment. \Yhv should we spend large 
sums of mone;v on the Agent-General's Office 
in London and on the gubernatorial establish­
ment now that federation hacl been consum­
mated? He contended that the Government 
had no mandate from the electors for increas­
ing the expenditure in connection with Go­
vernment House. \V e had had a referendum on 
the Bible in State Schools que,;t:on. Let the 
Government, then, give us a referendum on the 
question as to whether the office of State Go­
vernor should be continued. He maintained 
that the office was entirc;ly unnecessary, and 
altogether too expensive. 

:Mr. FORSYTH: The hon. member for Cler­
mont objected to continuing the office of State 
(jovernor, and he had a perfect r:ght to object 
if he thought fit, but while we had a Governor 
we should provide him with a proper house to 
live in. \Vith regard to" Fernberg," he thought 
the Government would do well to purchase 
that property, as it comprised a large area of 
land, which in the course of a few years would 
become a great deal more valuable. He 
thought there were about 40 acres of land; 
tli.ere was a tram service quite near it; and he 
believed it might not be a bad investment. 
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At twenty minutes to 10 o'clock, 

The ACTING CHAIRMAN said: Under 
Standing Order No. 171, I call upon the hon. 
member for Cairns to relieve me in the chair. 

Mr. MANN took the chair accordingly. 
lllr. FORSYTH (continuing) said1 he 

thought the building could be used for a 
·College, and it might be a good thing to pur­
chase the property. With regard to the qucs­
twn of day labour and contract labour, the 
hon. member for \Yoothakata seemed to think 
that all work should be done by day labour· 
bl}t if he went to the officer in charge of th~ 
\'\·arks Departme.n~ he would find, taking it 
all round, the opmwn of the department was 
that for new buildings the contract svstem 
was '?ore satisfactory thai:t day labour, but 
that It was better t0 have day labour for 
additions and repairs. 

Mr. O'SULLIY AN said that in his electo­
rate there was a lot of little schools that 
needed an extra veranda to guard from the 
intense heat of the sun, and in several places 
playsheds were very much needed. If the 
Government could find money for a Govern­
ment House, a Universitv, and technical 
colleges in the big centres, they should look 
afte~- the httle .. far-out. places, where people 
went out, sometimes with their lives in their 
hands, to fill up the vacant places in the 
Stat~. T~ey sho_uld certainly l1ave the first 
cons1deratwn. W rth regard to contract labour 
versus day labour, if thev wanted honest 
work done they would employ day labour. 
They knew how contract work was scamped. 
The :\fount Morgan Qompany knew what was 
a good thing, and they built all their works 
by day lab:mr. They built one dam on con­
tract, bt:t It. was not a great success, and all 
they bu1lt smce were built by dav labour 
They also made their bricks and built thei~ 
furnaces by day labour; and the man in 
?harge often told him they got better work 
m that way. Another advantage in having 
work ?one by day labour was that. if anv 
al~erat10n was. required it could be male 
without breakmg a contract. It. was well 
known that when work was done bv contract 
there was often a good deal of tr;Juble and 
expcme in connection with alterations· and 
contractors knew that if they could only get 
ex.tras they could make a good thing. He 
might mention that the Federal departments 
employed the State departments to supervise 
t~':ll' work. Therefore, the expenoo of super­
VISI~n would not be so great, and the work 
woUJd l·e done morE' cheaply and C>ffe.ctivelv. He 
hoped that next. session this "BuildinDs'' vote 
wo_ui<;J not. oo cut down. \Y e should neE'd more 
bmldmgs '':' the outlj7ing parts of the State as 
~mr educab~nal reqmrements kept on increas­
mg, and this vote should not have been cut 
down. \V e should not spend so much monev 
on palatial re~idetwes in Brisbane and ne;­
lect the outlying places. ' ~ 

l\1r. LE.SINA pointed out that the improv~­
ments at '' Fernberg '' vve,re -carried out bv dav 
labour, and h~ could not undPrstand wh~ th~ 
department did not na'nt thi;. ChambE'i. bv 
d_ay labour. Tlw public trust·ees office in the 
crty of Aucl_dand_, in Kew Zealand, which was 
several .storJCs hrgh and a beautiful cxawple 
of· aechitectural work, was built. entirelv bv 
clav laloour,_ and a bi!r saving l'ffected on th~ 
·contract prrce. The department should "" in 
a great deal more for dav labour than thcv 
di?. We had saved money by day labour on 
r~Ilway construction, which had been a mag­
nificent success. 

J'.Ir. D. Hu"TER: Will vou ask the Federal 
Government to adopt day 'labour? 

l\Ir. LESINA thought the Federal Govern­
ment should do it too, and one of the com­
plaints he had against the Federal ( :overn­
ment was that since thev had been m o,J:ice 
they had m1,1de no attenipt to carry out the 
principle of day labour. 

liir. R.YLAND : They are doing all the tele­
gra.phs and telephones by day labour. 

1\lr. LESI='iA: Our Government had car­
ried out for the Federal Governm~nt last year 
£30.000 worth of work, which l\Ir. Brady 
supen-:sed without a.ny c,>mpetEation what­
ever. 

l\lr. D. HF"'TER: Some of it by clay labour. 

;\Jr. LESI~A: ~,c.uly all that work was 
done by contract, and ~\Ir. Brady could not 
do othorwiso, except the Comn1on\vealth Go­
vernment d~termined to do it by day labou1·. 
The Uornmon1:vea~th (jovernment ii.nd tho 
State Governmrni' should both give day 
labour more extensive trial than they h«cl 
done. The principle had been prowd to be 
good in practice, and even in connection '\ ith 
this .-ate it had been a·pplied to the impnwe­
nwnts at. ·• Fernberg." 

l\lr. D. HlC::-;TER: 'Tho State ha·· done " 
o;rcat deal more in that direetion th:m thA 
Federal Go.-ernment has. 

lllr. LESI::\A: The Stat<> had done mer:: 
work bv dav labour than the Fed~c·al Go­
vernment, airel he thought the State should 
go further, and the Federal Govcrnrncnt 
would imitate the example. The pr·.esont 
Speaker in the Federal Parliament had movr d 
a rc>,)lution lwee in fa.-our of work being done 
by day labour, and the Federal Government 
should imitate the Stabe Government in con­
structing public works bv day labour. In clay 
labour thev understood what the work v.as 
goinf( to ,;-ost. undE'!' the contract syi'tem 
thev never knew where the exti:as were go111g 
to end. He did not see why the schoo', in 
Queensland should not be constructed by cl.t.Y 
lalJour. where\·~r possible-it could be done m 
all thicldy-populate,l centres. The aclciit<nr'" 
and rebuilding.' should be done by day 
labour, and a- Government l'ke this. •,vhich 
wa j a notor'ous dcn1ocratic Government, and 
included the lwn. member for Buliml>a, 
should do its best to have the princip'e ap­
plied to the department. 

:\Ir. O'i''l~LLIVAX: Seeing that there. wci·e 
so many bricks n~eded in the constructwn of 
Govrrnment buildings in Brisbane, would the 
1\Iinister use his re.~t endeavour'S to f'~~ab~1'3~l 
a State brickvard? (Government laughter.) 
He had seen a 'pro,pcctus i,,;ued in ::\ew South 
\Vales in connection with a brickyard, and 
on the directorate there was an architeci. a 
contractor, and a builder. It was stat,,d t!::at 
thev could make bricks at 18s. Gd. per t):ou­
su.nd, and put them on thP 1narkPt ~1nd ~zEt 
£2 2s. a thousand. Tha.t was where the 11 fat­
D1an's" profits came in. That ''~laS a n1atrrial 
savin<r. and ]f the GovernmE'nt. woulcl "'o in 
for a scheme like this we should then J.,e able 
to get a few thousand pounds expended in 
'the outside districts which wl'l'e saved hom 
the middleman's profits. He hopC>d the '\"m;s 
ter would consider this matter verv carn~stly, 
and give his assurance, when replying, that 
he would see if he could g-et a brickyat·d in 
Brisbane. It would undoubtedlv be a succ"ss. 
He could then do the same in the c~ntral and 
Northern districts. It was time we 1vent in 
for brick buildings for our schools, as there 
would not be the deterioration which v:ent 
on in wood buildings throu15h white ants or 

Mr. O'Sullivan.] 
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other causes. The buildings were charged to 
loan fund, but what was the use of ":Juilding 
schools out of loan money and handing it down 
to posterity? Posterity would have enough of 
its own burden to carry, and it ,,eemed to him 
a sign of weakness on the part of t i.1e (i o­
vernment to keep to the old stereotyped sys­
tem. 

::\Ir. RYLA='JD thought the Gov 'mment 
had not given enough attention to this ve1 y 
important question. \Vith the experience we 
had had of dav labour in connection with rail­
ways, we should go in for more of it. u,, 
entirely agreed with the han. membe1· for 
Kennedy as regarded the establishment of 
Government brickyards. He also thought the 
State should also have their own timber ya1ds, 
and utilise our own timber, instead of hand­
ing it over to syndicates. The han. m<•mber 
for Clermont seemed to give the impre.<sion 
that the Federal Government was not •noving 

in the direction of consh-ucting 
[10 p.m.] public works by day labour, but 

they were doing all the work in 
connection with the telephones by day labour, 
and, not only that, they were going in for 
manufacturin.g a lot of raw material in ccn­
nection with the iron industry. The Govel·n­
ment should make their own bricks and :oaw 
their own timber, instead of handing mer 
their forests to trusts. 

Question put and passed. 

INSPECTION OF MACHINERY. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
moved that £9,810 be granted for "Inspec­
tion of Machinery." The Estimate made pro­
vision for the appointment of three extra 
inspectors. Attention had been drawn on a 
previous occa~Sion to the necessity for more 
inspectors. The department intended to 
station one at l\1ackay, for instance, the work 
there at present being donH by the officer at 
Townsville. The growth of the work made 
the additional appointments necessary, and 
provision was made accordingly. Mo,st of the 
officers were down for increases. 11r. Howitt, 
the Chief Inspector, was getting £30, Mr. 
Henderson £20, and there were several in­
creases of £10 each. 

Mr. MAY was glad to notice that there 
were to be three more inspectors appointed. 
Recently an inspector had been stationed at 
Hughenden, and he had travelled 2,000 miles 
and then had not covered the whole of his 
district. The area ,should be subdivided, and 
another inspector appointed, with his head­
quarters at Cloncurry, as a vast amount of 
mining machiner-y was being erected in that 
district. The present officBr had not had 
time to inspect all the shearing machinery, 
some of which was very defective. According 
to the report of the Chief Inspector there 
~vcrc even blaclddlovvs a:nJ gitts J~:l-ving 
engines in that district, and other people 
working under them. and that was not pay­
ing proner attention to the protection of 
human life. Again, boilers were very badly 
scaled in some case•, and there was a pressing 
need for more inspection. He hoped that it 
would not be long before there was an in­
spector appointed at Cloncurry. 

l\lr. THEODORE noticed that the Chief 
Inspector recommended that the inspector who 
was stationed at Cairns should have his hcad­
qua.rters at Herberton, as that wa,s a more 
convenient centre. A recommendation was 
also made that the EtheridgE' and Einasleigh 

[Mr. O'Sullivan. 

districts should be included in the Cairns dis­
trict. If that were done, Chillagoe would be 
a much more convenient centre than Herber­
ton. Another reason why the inspector 
should be stationed at Chilla:goc was that 
!here was more machinery in the vicinity of 
Chillagoe than near to Herberton. He had 
recei \'ed complaint' from his electorate that 
permission wa,s too readily granted by th& 
department for persons to have charge of 
machincrv who did not possess the necessary 
qualifications, and that there was no reason 
given for the issue of permits. He would 
suggest that the Minister should instruct his 
officers to u>e more discretion in the matter 
of granting permits. 

11r. RYLAND was very pleased to know 
that there were to be more inspectors ap­
pointed, as there wa, a gr<>at deal of inspec­
tion required, especially in connection with 
mining machinery. Although a good deal of 
work was being clone, still more inspection 
was nece,ssarv. He would like to ask the 
Tl [inister with" regard to a recent fatal accident 
at Gympie~~ 

The SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC WORKS: I am 
not Secretary for :Mines. 

Mr. RYLAND: An inquiry had been held' 
under the Inspection of Machinery and' 
Scaffolding Act, and he understood that the 
board of inquiry had reported to the Minis­
ter that the accident was caused by the faulty 
design of the clutch gear on the winding 
engine. It was strange, if such a report had' 
been made, that the Government took no 
action to inflict some penalty on those re,qpon­
sible for the accident. If the Act did not 
give power to impose a penalty when an 'aiCci­
dent was caused through negligence on the­
part of the employers, some power should be 
g.iven to impose a penalty. 

Mr. WALKER: Was it through a fault in the 
machinery? 

Mr. RYLAND: A special board held an in­
quiry, and in his report the Chief Inspector of 
Scaffolding said " Accident caused through 
the faulty design of the clutch gear on the 
winding engine." 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IVORKS: 
Every member of the House would admit that 
the first duty cast upon every officer of the 
department was to do all they poss:bly could 
to ensure the safety of those who were work­
ing in dangerous places. \Vhen an accident 
occurred there was a properly constituted 
board which always made inquiries, and after 
inquiry had been made, if they thought any­
thing was wrong or any lack of care, they 
recommended that action be taken. In that 
parLcular case no actcon was recommended by 
the board. 

::\fr. RYLAND: Have they power to take 
action? 

The SECRETARY FOR PGBLIC \VORKS: 
They had power to advise the Minister to take 
action. 

Mr. FoLEY: That is where it stops. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
He wished to inform the Committee that 
there had never been any recommendation 
from any inspector with regard to any trans­
act.on in the d!'partment that had not been 
carried out. If anv recommendation had been 
made by the rcspoitsible officE'rs for any prose­
eution, he had alwavs endorsed the recommen­
dation, and he thought han. members would 
agree that that was a very proper position to 
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take up if the Minister wus satisfied, as he had 
been, that the recommendation was a proper 
one. The bon. member for Gympie would 
agree that, in the absence of anv recommenda­
tion, it was not the place of the Minister to 
unduly harass any company. The hon. mem­
ber. was quite right in saying the cause of the 
accident was through the faulty design of the 
clutch gear. Having given the informaJjon, 
he hoped the Committee would allow the vote 
to go through. 
_Mr. RYLAND: When the board pointed out 

there was a fault in the machinery, some action 
should be taken, if there was power to take 
action; and, if not, then the Act should be 
altered to give the neceesary power. 

Question put and passed. 

LABOUR AND FACTORIES. 
The SECRETARYFORPUBLIC WORKS 

moved that £9,135 be granted for "Labour 
and Factories." Hon. members would notice 
that in connection with that department there 
was an increase of £736, also that there were 
two extra inspectors, one of whom was sta­
tioned at Toowoomba. Toowoomba was an 
important district, and it was found necessary 
to have an inspector stationed at that place to 
more thoroughly carry out the work of the 
department. Hon. members would further 
notice that an additional inspector had been 
appointed for Brisbane. In addition to that, 
increases from £10 to £20 had been given to 
fourteen officers. 

Mr. LENNON called attention to the want 
of proper supervision in regard to shops and 
factories. Some little while ago he had placed 
a letter in the hands of the Minister deafing 
with glaring instances of breaches of the Act 
in Townsville. 

The SECRETARY FOil PuBLIC WoRKS: V\" e 
have issued summonses there against quite a 
number of Chinamen-about thirteen or four­
teen. 

Mr. LENNON: The same thing also 
applied to Cairns. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC .WORKS: We 
have also issued a number of summonses at 
Cairns. 

Mr. LENNON: Also at Ingham, where 
there were a number of Chinese storekeepers, 
and it was really very hard that those people 
should be allowed to break the law whilst the 
European traders were kept under close sur­
veillance, and had to obey the law. The whole 
thing arose from the system of mixed busi­
nesses, where one part of the shop was 
exempted and the other part brought under 
the scope of the Act. He was quite satisfied 
there would never be a satisfactory solution 
of the trouble until that system was done 
away with and exempted shops were not 
allowed to be conducted under the same roof 
as the ordinary shops. He would also point 
out that in Townsville something like twentj" 
or more licenses were issued to those Chinese, 
and while there were nearly as many, or a 
large number of Chinese in Geraldton, Ing­
ham, Rockhampton, · and Brisbane, it had not 
been considered right for the Chinese to t.ake 
out licenses in those places. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl'BLIC WORKS: l'\o 
licenses have been issued except a few at 
Cunnamulla for bakers. 

Mr. LENNON: The matter was specially 
called attention to in the Auditor-General's 
report. He was speaking from memory, but. 
he understood particular prominence was 
given to the matter by the Auditor-General. 
If he was wrong, he would be very glad to 

hear it. "Cnfortunately, he had not a copy of 
the report, but he was satisfied that the 
Auditor-General drew attention to the fact 
that whilst in Townsville a large number of 
licenses were issued, no licenses were issued. 
in the other places. 

At 10.20 p.m., 
The AcTING CHAIRMAN (Mr. Grant) re­

sumed the chair. 
Mr. RYLAND asked that the whole of 

the Factories and Shops Act should be 
extended to Gympie. Only Part VIII. of 
the Act was in force in Gympie, and there 
were other towns that weie not of as much 
importance as Gympie that had the whole 
Act extended to them, such as Toowoomba, 
Ipswich, Rockhampton, Mount Morgan, 
Dalby, Townsville, Mackay, Maryborough,: 
Bundaberg, and other towns. Why should 
not Gym pie be brought in also? 

T.he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: I wiJi. 
giYe it consideration. 
* Mr. McLACHLAN: In connection with 
the matter of the factories and shops, he­
noticed on page 17 of the Chief Inspector's. 
report the following paragraph-

An occasional prosecution appears to have a very 
salutary effect, and, although I refrain from taking· 
extreme measures where possible, in cases where­
offenders have been previously cautioned and have 
disregarded warnings no other course can be 
adopted. 
The prosecutions had a sa~utary effect on 
persons who might otherwise be hk~l:Y. to 
create fresh breaches of the Act. A simllar 
course could have been adopted in connec· 
tion with the administration of the Wages­
Boards Act. One or two prosecutions 
in connection with cases of intimidation 
of employees would also have a sahitary 
effect. on persons who at the presen~ time· 
were using coercive methods on . the!r em-_ 
plovees in the matters of determinatiOns of 
wages boards and t~e action tak_en by em­
ployees with the view of gettmg wages 
boards established in connection with cer­
tain industries. IHear, hear!) He thought 
that when the Minister was speaking he· 
would have had something to .say on the 
question of wages boa,·ds, seeing that this. 
was a new departure and that this was the 
first Estimate the Committee had had to pass 
since wages boards had been brought mto 
operation. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The wages' 
boards cost £2,400 last year. 

Mr. McLACHLAN thought that wa8 a 
reason why the Minister might have dilated on 
the question of wages boards, but, instead of 
that, he merel.v referred to the increases given 
to various officers of the department, and 
did not even mention the fact that he was 
administering the Wages Boards Act. They 
had been promised an amendment of that 
Act, but, judging by the inspired paragraphs 
in the newspapers, they were not going to· 
get tJhe legislation they expected. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WoRKS: It, 
might help it if you get through the Esti­
mates. 

The TREASURER: It is still on the paper. 
Mr. McLACHLAN: The few words he 

had to say on the matter would not make 
any difference, as under the Sessional Orders­
adopted by han. gentlemen opposite they 
would itave to close at half-past 10 o'clock. 
There was room for great improvement in 
ihe Act, and thP Minister had admitted that, 
not onlv on the floor of thP House but al>o at 
the diff<=rent functions that he had attended. 

Mr. McLachlan.l 
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As they could not get an amendment of the 
Act, thev ought at least to carrv it out as 
it was a't the present time. · 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC ·wORKS : You 
will give me credit for giving it the close~t 
attention. 

Mr. McLACHLAN: He gave the Minister 
credit for doing what he thought was best 
in the matter, but what the Mimster thought 
was the correct thing was not what he (;yir. 
McLachlan) thought was the correct thing 
to do, and he was quite justified in criticis­
ing tho department because of that. In 
looking through the report he noticed that 
there were between forty-three a.nd forty-five 
wages boards established in Queensland up 
to the 30th June last. The Chief Inspector 
in his report said-

Generally, I think, it may be said that the deter­
minations throughout have been very well observed, 
and they appear to have given satisfaction to both 
employers and employees. 
He remembered deputations that had waited 
on the Minister, and they let it be known 
that the satisfaction was not universal in 
connection with some wages boards. He 
admitted that probably there was some 
improvement in some instances, but the 
Minister must admit that in view of the 
facts brought under his notice by deputa· 
tion' that waited on him, the actual result 
in many cases showed that tho determina­
tions had not been what the Minister him­
self thought they ought to be. If an amend­
ment was introduced, there should be greater 
improvements in tho methods under which 
determinations would be arrived at in con­
nection with wages boards. In turning to 
the award in connection with the printing 
trade, he found that there was one a ward 
which re-ad-

That the lowest pric?-s or ratE's poxahl0 to the 
follov:ring classes of persons shall be-~ 
~ Letterpress machinists or p~~rson-; in c~'arge of 
double-demy or larger cylinder machines (ineluding 
vayment for time occupied in feecrng machines), 
,£2 l~:j. per week of 48 orJinary work:ng hours. 

The word "cylinder" wag included there by 
the wages boan!. Then there was the next 
award, which read-

Letterpref':s machini <,;ts or per.:;ons in charge of 
smaller cylind:r mac>hines than donble~derny cylinder 
machines (including payment for time oecnpied in 
feeding machines), etc, 
Tho word "cylinder," which was men­
tioned here twice, "as inserted by the Chid 
Inspector himself and not by the w" ges 
board, and that altogether spoiled the effect 
of that portion of the award. That jJrenmtci 
men crnp1o:vPd on platen 1na2hines bt"lng in~ 
cludc::I, and platen rna~hin(':3 'vcre nc 1• no~v 
prm·idccl for at all, and that porti:m of 
tht: a•?<ard would, thcreLw0, bcecnn0 null 
and void. That was a matter in which the 
Chief Inspector had taken on himself to 
alter an award, and he had no right to do it. 
The1~e were other cases where the Chief 
Inspector decided that certain awards were 
ultra t•ires. The Chief InspectDr had no 
right to interfere with an award at all in 
th-at way. 

[10.30 p.m.} 
The House resumed. The ACTING CH"AIR­

MAK reported that the Committee had come 
to certain resolutions. 

Ordered that the resolutions be rec,,i ved on 
Tuesday next. 

The Committee obtained leave t<J sit again 
on Tuesday next. 

The House adjourned at twenty-seven minutes 
to 11 o'clock. 

[ 111 r. 111 cLachl an. 

Land Bill. 




