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1804 State Education Aects

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

WEDNESDAY, 2 NOVEMBER, 1910.

The PrESIDENT (Hon. Sir Arthur Morgan)
took the chair at half-past 3 o’clock.

ROCKHAMPTON : HARBOUR  BOARD
ACTS AMENDMENT BILL.
FirsT READING.
On the motion of HoN. A. H. BARLOW,
this' Bill,;  received by message from the
Assembly, was read a first time. The second

reading was made an Order of the Day for
$O-INOTTOW.

STATE EDUCATION ‘ACTS AMEND-
MENT BILL.

SECOND  READING—-RESUMPTION OF DEBATE.

* Hox. F. T. BRENTNALL said: I was
hoping that last week, when I availed myself
of the opportunity of speaking on the second

[Mr. Land.

[COUNCIL.]

Amendment: Bill.

reading of the Bill, I had said ‘all that I
should be: called upon to say on. this: ques-
tion before the Bill went intg Committee;
but, by an amendment having been proposed,
and ‘many things having since been said in
opposition to the Bill and: its intentions, it
seems’ necessary. that  someone: should: have
something to say in favour ‘of the Bill and
against the amendment. I do not think it
would be very difficult for anybody who really
gives: his attention: to this- question to say
something contrary to this amendment. = But
before I deal with that part of the subject,
there are some preliminaries which T must
give to the House, with its indulgence. "We
had yesterday some extracts from letters,
newspapers; and books, and various things
presented to us to show that there had been
something like misrepresentation of opinions
held in some quarters with regard to this
Bill. "1 have received since the: sitting. of
yesterday 'a ‘number. of  communications  of
one sort or another.  Some I had received
previously, but I think that these should; in
all’ fairness, follow' those which were pre-
sented to us yesterday, and which in: the
ordinary. course will- appear in - Hansard.
Something has been said about the Lutheran
body, and a good deal of capital adverse to
the Bill has been made from the fact that
some very few ministers bearing that desig-
nation have expressed themselves in opposi-
tion to the Bill.: I am going to give the
Council two or three items also coming from
the Lutheran body, or from representatives
of that body— :
; Brisbane, .

: 2nd November, 1910,

Dear Sir,—Though a stranger to you, I am writ-
ing to ask you to correct the unjust impression
given of the Lutherans in Queensland by the letter
of Messrs. Darsow and others, quoted by the Hon:
A. J. Thynne in the Council. The writers of that
letter represent & body of Lutherans known as the
Missouri Synod in America, and; so far as Queens-
land is  concerned, have, as far as I know, three
ministers—aoccording to the published list there are
only two—I believe not half a dozen churches, and
in the same list are announced as holding services
only in seven small centres.

I am writing on-behalf of the German:Lutheran
Synod: of Queensland, representing the: largest num-
her ‘of Lutheransg in' this State; having over fifty
charches and twelve ministers: This synod: has for
years past: consistently supported the Bible in State
schools movement, and; by resolutions ‘of the synod;
upanimously decided to give ite full and unreserved
weight in favour of Bible in' State schools ag pro-
vosed. T do ‘mot know one of our ministers who

iffera’ from the opinion: of the synod; mnor have I
heard of ‘a single member of cur church: who did
not support the proposal:

Memberg of Parliament who desire to be impar-
tial will judge whether Lutheran opinion is for or
sgainst the proposal from these facts. If a Taers
handful not associated with the German Lutheran
Church are to be guotel. as represemtative. of
Lutheran  opinion, the great body of German
Lutherans should equally be quoted as in its favour.

: Yours sincerely,
¢. F. TrEVZ,
Vice-Président German Lutheran Synod.

To the Hon. F. T. Brentnall, M.L.C.

I am not going to make any comment on
that letter—it speaks for. itself.  We have
been told that a Lutheran Synod: in. Viec-
toria had pronounced a decision upon . this
question. I do not know that it much con-
cerns us what the Lutheran Synod in Vie-
toria may do with regard to our State legisla-
tion; but this possibly is of some concern to
us, because it refers to-the Lutheran Synod
of Queensland, which was held somewhers
about 18th November, 1908, ‘as the report
appears- in a paper dated 20th November,
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1808.  Without giving unnecessary details, T
will just read the passages which bear upon
the question-—

The guestion: was brought forward by the parish
of Beenleigh ag to what 'stand the synod should take
on: the refersndum of "the Bible in State schools.
After some: discussion it 'was ‘decided unanimously
that the synod should support the proposals

On- Mondsy night there was & well-attended meets
ing ‘to- Near- Archdeacon Garland speak on ! The
Bible in- State Schools.”” Pastor Langebecker pre-
‘gided; and: introduced the subject aud the speaker.

With regard to the Presbyterian Church of
Australia, ~there has. been 'a ~considerable
diversity of “opinion. - There has been some
apparent conflicht of testimony as to what
really is' the opinion - of the: Presbyterian
Chureh. - The following communication refers
to the Presbyterian Church of Awustralia, and
not particularly to:the Church in' Queens-
land.: It is written from St. Stephens Manse,
Ipswich; and is signed: ¢ Peter Robertson’’—

You are doubtless aware that the General Assembly
of ‘Australia, which met at Adelaide in September
of © last . year, unanimously resolved—°‘ That the
Assembly spprove of the use of the Scriptures in
public. schools, and of the -access of ministers: to
these schools for the purpose of giving denomina-
f$icnal teaching to’ the children of ‘their own con:
gregations, and hope that inembers of the. church
in Victoria and Queensland mmay use: their influence
to promote legislation in- this direction.”

Then there is a reference to the intention to
submit the matter to a- referendum during
the following year, which' I do not think 1
need read.. On the 2Tth December, 1909, the
following appeared :—

Re BIBLE IN STATE SCHOOLS LEGISLATION,

Dear 'Sir,—At - the meeting of the General As--

gsembly: of - Australia, held: in’ Melbourne’ in: Sep-
tember - 'of this year; the  following finding was
unanimously recorded i ==

- Approve of the action of the ex-Moderator in
issuing ‘a’ circular to the chiurch in Queens-
land on the Bible in State schools guestion;
commend - the churches  in - the  States in
which the law: permits to ‘make fall use of
their opportunities for: giving Bible instruc-
tion to- our children in the State schools;
and’ urge the ministers and people in’ Vie-
toria. and' Queensland to-'aid: to the- full
measurs of their influence the securing of
8 like boon in their States.”

Having regard to the great importance of this
matter ag relating specially to the State of Queens-
land, I have been instructed by the Public Ques-
tions Committee to issue g circular coantaining the
foregoing finding of Assembly, and to urge upon. the
ministers and people in Queensland to act together
in-this matter; and to advance the efforts of all re
endeavouring to- secure: Bible instruction for chil.
dren inthe State schools; so that the object aimed
at may - be gpeedily-attained.

Allow me to: emphasise the olause which: wag put
before: you by my predecessor—naniely, that “ the
knowledge of “the: Word: is the foundation of*our
Protestant: faith and - practics; and without such
knowledge the work: of the church ig made increas-
ingly difficult from: yéar to year.”’ :

By the formation of a branch of & Bible in State
Sehiools: League: in yout - district, o by gupporting
guch branches already ‘formed, sud by:other means
which: you may think 'of,  you may. be: able fo do
effective workin’ your particular district for: the
advancement: of the common: cause:

With fraternal greetings,
I s yours sincerely,
JOBN FERGUSON,
Moderator:

The hext is & letter from the Manse, Esk. Tt
is: signed by William James Stevens, whose
name has been mentioned here once or twice

already in counéetion with this particular

subject; and T am nob quite sure that it has
not been claimed: by both sides. :

[2 Noveunes.]

" field.

Amendment: Bill. 1805

Hon. M. €. Briexg: He is put down as
“ Doubtful” or “ Views unknown.”

Hoy. F. T. . BRENTNALL: I had to
apologise the other day for my slight deaf-
ness, and I shall have to apologise again.
I will “just go on, and hon. members. can
correct anything ‘1 may have to say: after-
wards.. This letter is: dated 29th October,
and was signed by William James Stevens,

“rand ‘addressed to the Rev. D::J.  Garland,

Brigbane, and reads as follows =

Your: wire of 26th: instant only reached: me this
morning; as T'have been away for & month’s holiday.
I regret. this, as I shonld have liked: to:contradict
Mr, Beirne at once.

However, I wired him this morning (at the same
time that I wired you) contradicting his statement
and  assuring him:  emphatically  that ' my: ‘entire
efforts wer> heartily in sapport of the Bible:League.
I hope he will be honest enough to admit publicly
Ris mistake:

Yours fraternally,

N Wixzax J, STEVENS.
The foliowing is from the Ministers’ Asso-
ciation of Brigbane churches between Break-
fast: Creek and ' Sandgate. "I have regeived
another. letter ‘on. the same subject, which
will “cover: the 'same ground.  This is. from
the Rev. Cyril ‘Mayhew, the vicar of Clay-
It has been handed over to  mse,
although not originally addressed to me. It
isas follows :i—

I have' pleasure in' forwarding you resolutions
passed to-day ab the local Ministers’ Assoociation;

.and wish to explain that it comsists of Anglicsn;

Baptist, Congregation, Lutheran, Methodists, and
Preshyterian. ministers  working  from Breakfast
Creek to Sandgate, Pinkenba, Hagle Farm, Hamil-
ton, Eagle Junction, Clayfield, Hendon, Nundah,
Zillmere, Chermside, - Deagon,. ~and. Cabbage-tree
Oreek, : It ig felt that no amendment ought to be
pagsed, and-.that the will of the people as shown
inthe referendum should be carried out. g

I have; eto.,

Cyrin Mavaew, Vicar.

And I think “he: is also  chaplain’ to ' the
Defence : Foree!  The resolution: is as fol-
lowsi—

This association; comprising ministers of all, the
Protestant churches between Breakfast Creek and
Sandgate, view with concern the attempt of some
members of the Legislative Counoil to thwart the
will of the people o expressly shown in the recent
referendum “on the Bible in State schools as an
unwarranted - interference with  our . democratic
government, snd especially unfitting that gentlemen
not elected by the suffrages. of the people sghould
attempt to render nugatory the direct mandate of
the electors of Queensland, taken with such care and
expense. - The association earnestly urgés the Legis-
lative Council to-pass the Bill as submitted to-the
voters of Quecnsland, unamended, and deprecate the
sectarian spirit that may spread outside their Cham:-
ber: if unauthenticated: lists’ of names: of :supposed
opponénts and other methods be continued, dnd trust
that the Council will” be Divinely guided to:-act
righteously  and in the interest of future genera-
tions.

The following is: from Warwick, and signed
Canon Hay :—

Warwick: branch -league resent attitude in: Legis-
lative Qoungcil regarding: Bill on: which peoplé have
expressed  their will:Arranging  meeting Inform
Brentnall and others if strengthen: their: hands.

That telegram came down a day or two ago.
The next communication is addressed to me
directly; and reads as follows:—

The committee: of “the Bible 'in. State Schools
Léague of Toowoomba and district desire to record:
Fheir: strong indighation at the attitude of certain
members of  the Legislative Council in atfempting
to. suppress the voice of the people in the recent
referendum,

As representing a seotion of the State in. which
& heavy vote favoiirable to the introduction of reli-
gious teaching in State schools wag cast, they desire. -

Hon. . T. VB?'tmmall.]
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to make it known that at the present time feeling
here iz running very high at the treatment of the
Bible in State Schools Bill. .

They . therefore fervently hope that the Council
-will' recognise the will of the people by passing the
Bill' without amendment.
That is signed by T. W. Cockell, as presi-
dent, and then by two others, ode of them A,
(. Weller; who is a Baptist minister residing
at Toowoomba. . I have here: three: resolu-
tions - passed . by three. distinet  Methodists’
Synods last month, which was the month for
holding these synods-all' over the State of
Queensland. The first is for .the Brisbane
district, whichi was concluded “in the West
End Methodist Church on the 22nd October:
The: resolution, which was proposed by the
Rev.. W. Harvison, ‘and-carried  unani-
mously; was as follows 1=

That this synod expresses its appreciation of the
agtion: of the Government in: relation to the Bible in
State schools referendnm in'securing the passing of the
Rill through' the Legislative Assembly, and sineerely
hopes that the Legislative Oouneil will grant the wishes
ofihé people by passing: the Bill now under considera-
tiow ix that part of the Legislature without amendment-

At the Wide Bay District Methodist Syned,
@ motion was unanimously carried. expres-
sing pleasure at the result of the Bible in
State Schools referendum, and also with the
action of the Government in taking steps to
carry out the will of the people, and urging
the Legislative Council to pass the Bill with-
out amendment.. At the Downs District
Syrod, which includes Ipswich, and was held at
Ipswich, a resolution was passed ‘‘emphati-
cally protesting ~against the atberapt. being
made in the Legislative Council to amend
the Hducational Act Amendment Bill in such
a2 way as to defeat the intention of the
people as expressed in the recent referendum.”
The resolution’ was ordered to be sent by
wire to the President of the Legislative Coun-
cil.. I supposé they did not quite know what
was the proper procedure, and’ they adopted
that as being the only procedure they: did
know. - However, a telegram’ came to me the
same day, and I made some inquiry about it,
and the President was good: enough to hand
it over to me to be read here. On the evening
of the day on which that resolution was passed
by the Ipswich Synod; a public meeting was
held in Tpswich, and several hurndreds of people
were: present. At that meeting the following
resolution was passed by a standing vote—

This public meeting strongly  protests sgaingt  the
attemipt to wreek the Edwcation Act Armendrient Bilk
in the Legislative Couuncil; and urges that effect be given
to;the will of the people clearly expressed in the refer-
endum.

I. have another communication; it is" from
Warwick. It reads as follows:—

At a meeting beld at 86, Mark’s Chuveh at the end of
last rionth the hope was expressed that the Bill would
not be thrown out, and would 1ot be mutilated by
amendments. BEvidently some members of the Legisla~
tive Conneil needed to be reminded of their functions.
They were not there to thwart or block the expressed
will of the people.  Canon Hay also stated that in the
near future a public meeting of those interested in the
‘matter would be held.

I think that this will indicate to hon. mem-
bers that s good deal is being thought, and a
good deal is being expressed, on the opposite
side: to that indicated. by the letters and ex-
tracts which were read here yesterday and
on one or two other days. It 15 quite mani-
fest that the chief Lutheran body in Queens-
land 'is unanimous intheir approval of this
Bill. : It is quite clear that the Presbyterian
General Assembly in two' successive . years
passed  practically unanimous tesolutions in

IHon. F. T. Brentnall.

[COUNCIL.]
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favour. of religious teaching in: State schools,
and there has been no sort of communication
between me: and - any . section' ‘or ‘portion
ot part. of the body with which I-am gener-
ally recognised to. be more or.less associated:
I have had no communication with any of
them; minister or the people.  They have just

done this on: their: ownaccord; without ‘any

instigation from me;" and without any: insti-
gation from any other member of thig Coun-

cil; 80 far as I am aware.: Those letters which

I have read have been quite spontaneous, and
they ‘séem to indicate, o at any rate to con-
fitm, what I'indicated & week ago’ yesterddy,
that this question having been raised, and s
kind of challenge having:been thrown down, it
would ‘be taken I was quite certain it
would be taken up. It was taken up the very
day it was thrown down.  On the evening of
the: day: that challenge was announced here
resolutions: were  passed “at  two - important
meetings expressing regret, and promising . a
further earnest and vigorous campaign in the
future if this Bill were not allowed to pass
Parliament this year. I felt certain, without
consulting anybody, that would be the effect
of speeches delivered here, and the effect is
now- prefty manifest. I ask the indulgence
of the House to refer o one o

[4 pim.]. two more directly personal matters
=not of my own provoking or

my own bringing up, but; when I am alleged

to have changed my views, I want sore
proof that on an important question like this
I have changed. my views.  When I amm
accused - of - prevaricating, and pursuing : a
Machiavellian policy—that woird was not used,
but that was what it meant—when T ain sc.
cused of twisting about in order to serve my
own purposes, or the purposes which may be
un_der consideration. here;, I repeat what I
said to the face of the hon. member who
made those . accusations—that it is 4. Lbel.
I say now what I said then, that that is not
my practice: . In the course of my life T have
suffered ~avery great deal from my frank
expression of opinion-—from my outspokenness
—from: what I might call, if it weére not a
little ‘vain—<my" blunt honesty.  But I do not
know that I was ever accused before of pre:
varicating—of evasion, of ‘twisting things; and
of ‘making things appsar in a different light
from what I should make them appear; . In
order that I may justify the remarks T am
making;
Hon:* P Murphy  said—

Whether he is with me or ‘whether he i i
me, I like a fighter. The hon. member ehs:i :gﬁ?‘f;
habit sometimes of twisting: facts to dovetail into
his arguments; and that is not fair.

Hon. F. T. BREN®NALL: That 18 a libel.

How. P. MURPHY : I am sorry if T have Kurt
the susceptibilities of the hon. member, as I had 1o
intention of doing so.

Hon. ¥. T. BreNtNarL: That is not my practice.
_How. P. MURPHY: The hon. meémber did it on
this ocoasion. The hon. member said, or the mean-
ing of what he said was, that, when the agitation
wag being carried on before 1875 for the establish:
ment of the present system of secular education; the
Roman Catholic Church was fighting in support of
the teaching of religion in the State schools:

Hon. F. T. BRENINALL: I cannot cotneot it

My trouble then was that the hon: member
said I had made a certain’ statement, and I
stated that I could not recollect it He per-
sisted, and. I said, ‘I cannot ¢onnect it T
could ' not connéct it ‘with' any par. of my
speech.: - It was not. relevant to any part of
my speech..  Then the hon: member assured
me that I shonld find i in Honsard when I
came to look through the proof: Well; I have

I will ‘read what was stated. - The
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réad the  proof “of my speech twice, and I
cannot find 4 single word in the report of that
speech that bears any such construction as the
hon; ‘member. put upon it
the hon. member to prove his words. - Talk
about: my twisting things: and misrepresent-
ing things!'~ When ~a man charges me—and
appeals: o me to confirm . his charge-—with
having - made  certain -~ statements  which I
never made;” and’ which -he cannot adduce a
scintilla of proof that I ever did make, who
is’ it that is twisting facts, I should like to
know? I do not 'want to  get angry or to
make the hon. member angry, but really,
when one’s honour is touched in that way,
-it is enough to provoke one.- But let us go
just' & wee bit further back: The Hon. Mr.
Murphy said—

I may be permitted to day, shortly, that the Hon,
Mr. Brentnall, in spéaking on one point—I am mnot
going to refer to any other'point in hig speech—was
very. ingenious. - Nearly: forty: years ago, when this
agitation was going on, if my memory serves me
aright; the: hon. member: took up & very different
position Yo that whick beig taking up now.

Hon:'F.. T, BRENINALL : I.wag not here forty years
2go.

g}E[oN. P, MURPHY : The hon. member. was here
thirty-five years ago:

Hon. ¥. T. BRENTNALL : That is true.

Howx., P. MURPHY : I putb it to: the hon: member
now. - Did-he take up: the same -position then that
he is taking up now?  He knows he did not.’ Yet
he.twitted the Roman: Catholic people with taking
p & different position now: to what they did: then:
He twisted s fact, as it were, and twisted it badly
to suit his own ends; and that is not a fair thing
to do in & debate on an important question like
this. : i
Hon. ¥, T. BRENTNALL ¢ I have no recolléction of
doing anything of the kind.

With' regard’ to' the  episode - of : thirty-five
years ago, the hon. member accuses me. of
having altered my views, and changed my
position; and taken up: a ditferent side on this
question: from: what I did then.  The event
to: which he refers was my appearance before
the  Royal” Commission: which was ‘appointed
0 inquire  into  the condition: of the" educa-

tional sysbem then in existence, with a- view.

to bringing in a new Hducation Bill. ' I gave
my evidence before. that commission. I am
accused - by the  hon. member of  having

chapged my own views with regard to reli-
gious ‘teaching ' in- State schools. - He also
referred to State education and to a’ State
church; and. so on.” I said would  vote
against a’ State church. I must now, with
the permission ‘of the Council, clear up that
particular accusation.  During the series of
questions put to me by the Royal Commis-
sion, . of which the late: Sir' Charles Lilley
was chairman, this question was asked—

Has any action been taken by that meeting——
A meeting of the ministers of the boedy in
Queensland—
on the gubject of reducation?  Yes; lagt month we
passed o formal vote on ome particular- aspect of
education-—that is; on the religiolls aspect of it

Have you any record of the voteP: We were quite
ynanimond in: passing the following resolufion :—

' That, in the opinion of this distriet meeting,

the time has arrived when all State support
to denominational schools should cease.”

1 hold that opinion still:

HoN, P. MureHyY: What was the next ques-
tion? :

Hox., F, T. BRENTNALL: The hon. mem-
ber can read it afterwards if he likes. I am
not going to read the whole thing.: (Laughter.)
‘Well,.if the hon. member will give me the hook
1 will réad any questions he likes.  (The Hon.

‘Mr. Murphy handed the hon. member a volume

Now; LI'would like'

[2 NoveEMBER.}
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of {“Votes ‘and Proceedings’.) I thought it
was only necessary to read those that were
relevant to' the accusations made against me.
The question the hon. member wants me to
read is nob the  next question: . Somebody
hag been ‘at this volume;  picking: out pasgs-
ages, and making little crosses in the margin,
I suppose to. indicate my: weaknesses. : It so
happens that the very next morning I came
here for: some information; ‘and in’ walking
through ' the Chamber I found this handy
little: volume lying upon the very place where
the Hon. Mr:: Murphy sits. (Laughter.) I
had the curiosity to look: at it It hag some
bearing upon some remarks made to me yos-:
terday. I looked: at it; and I found & mark
at the pages where my evidence appears, and
I found those marks in the margin.  There
is one ab ‘this question by Mr.: Douglas—

- I'suppose you have a complete system for follow-
ing up the religious eduoation of your young people,
apart altogether from that in the public schools?
Yes; we are particularly careful about the religious
éducation  of “our children by means of Sunday
schools, eto. g :

The next question has a double mark against
1he

But you would deem dependence upon such lessons
as the Seripture and: general léssons as insufficient?
I think- we' should’ cousider it advisable that our
own.children should " be educated in what  other
people: might' regard as our. own' particular views
of some portions of Seripture, bu¥ that would be not
only to make them good Christians or good citizens,
but to make them good Methodists.

And why should we not?
Hon. €. F. Nirrson: Quite right.

Hon. ' F. T. BRENTNALL: If I have
children of my own, and they are baptised
into the same church as. I belong to, why
should -.I " not  try fo ‘make. them ‘ag good
Methodists as I am myself?  (Hear, hear!)

“Hon, P. Mureny: There is: another ques:
tion..  You have got a long” way: from the
question I want you to read.

How: F.' T. BRENTNALL: I will read
any question the hon. member likes to point
out’ to" me.. . There' is nothing here that I
am afraid to read. There is a mark against
this question: put by Dr. Prentice—

I understand, them; that you disapprove of non-
vested schools? ~Yes; we have not been able here
to- agree on. the sentiment expressed in. the gecond
resolution; some of our people would, I-*hink, go
Beyound it, and do away with religious téaching in
the public schools altogether. I could not support
such a proposition ag that myself:

That is an answer to remarks of the Hon:
Mr. Murphy about my. having changed my
views.. It expressly ‘confirms. my views. I
could not vote for the doing away altogether
of religious teaching even now,: The second
resolution which I referred to was thisy It
wag 8 resolution passed by theEducational
Committese of New South’ Wales, because at
that time Queensland had not a separate con-
ference of its own.' It reads as follows:i—

That this: committes could not recommend to the
Methodist: Chireh to accept any general system in
which “lesg religious teaching shall obtain than is
found ‘in: the Seripture lessons now used in all our
publicschools becausge: it believes: that in a pro-
fegsedly. Chrigtian ' country provision ought to: be
made- for : feaching the general principles of the
Christian religion taught in these lessons, and that
any alferation in fthe Public Schools Act in' this
particular would be opposed to the hest interegts of
the youth of the land, and to the good order: and
prosperity of the State.

That is the second Tesolution émanating from

Hon. F. T. Brentnall.]



1808 State Education Acts

the Educational Committee of the Methodist
Church in New South Wales. Mr. Douglas
then asked—
" Huve you. ever Heard any complaints against the
schools: under the Board of Bducaton on tue grovnd
that they interfered in apy way with the religivus
opinions of the young people? “No,sir,” T'hen, in ‘that
respect, the present system is satisiactory toyourbody?
“ 1 believe tnat our people generally dre guite satisfied
with' things as they are in this colosy iwreéterencs to
veligions tedching—TI: am speakiug . of ' the  primary
schools.””
Is there any other "extract from that book
that hon. members would like?  I'think the
extracts’ I have read. pretty well confirm the
attitude I ~am taking up now in regard to
this' Bill, and X' think my evidence given in
December; 1894—~if ‘I had had to speak and
vote in the first: month of the following year
I could not have taken up a stronger attitude
than Iam taking up now; and I think, there-
fore, I have just reason to feel aggrieved that
1 should be acoused, firstly, ‘of chamging my
views, and, secondly, of having made some
reflection upon the Roman Catholic body which
1 never did make:: That is what 1 complain
of: And,in the third place; I did not:like to
be accused: of twisting -about and ingenicusly
putting’ s different construction on: words as
has been. done in this debate. If this debate
ig to be continued at all with good feeling, we
must put away every kind of sectarian pre-
judice which 1s likely to: interfere with our
judgment.  Let us act like honest men one
towards another, and not make accusations
against. one anotheér which weé are not able
to prove.. I think I havée said enough on that
line. - There are just two or three sentences
I would like to say with regard to an ex-
pression I made use of at the: close of my
previous speech. I hope I may be permitted
to refer to it
of this Billi . I was drawing to the close of
that  rather lengthy speech—there were ab
least four frolicsome politicians all practising
upon me with their popguns, and they were
firing  their" shots  one after another across
the. floor; and when'a man is bombarded in
that sort of way, or shot at, it ig a little dis-
concerting. - T did-make one ‘remark which,
if ‘correctly reported; 1 ~ought not to have
made in that exact form: : That is the one
remark in-that speech with regard to which
I have to express a single word of regret. I
have seen. it reported in. one-of the papers
that I said an aﬁiaﬁce had been formed with
socialists “who were atheists. . If the opinion
was ' conveyed by that that. I. thought- all
socialists’ were atheists—nothing was further
removed from my mind.

Hoxourasrs MeEMBERS : Hear; hear!

Hox. F. T. BRENTNALL: I know some
of these men who are associated with the
socialistic party and are socialists themselves,
and they are just as good Christians and have
just as much reverence for the Bible as any
- member of this Council.

Hon. B. Faery: No such alliance as you
mention exisbs.

How.  F. T. BRENTNALL: I say it ap-
peared in'one of the daily papers, and I should
be sorry - for an- expression of  that kind - to
get about, 88 I am like some other hon.
members, I do not think ‘a man’s" religion
altogether depends on the singing of psalms
and the saying of prayers.. That is the only
explanation: I wish to make.  What is the
urport ‘of ‘the ‘amendment now before the
(Ejouncil? In dealing with that I am not going
into:any long, meandering speech. "I do not
think a second-reading speech. is required. of
me. - If other people: think differently with

[Hon. F.T. Breninall.

It was on the second reading’
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regard to this, I-am nobt going to dictate to
them; but' I think we have had quite enough
repetition: of  second-reading speeches during
this debate. What I want: to say is, I am
nob going to circle round the main question

a3 sometimes mosquitoes  circle Tound my

head, draw a drop of blood, and then go away.
Let us stick to the point, and let us understand
what we are doing with regard to this amend-
ment which is now proposed. If we carry it,
we will delay the passage of this Bill, and
delay it for a considerable time, because it
must be well known to the clear judgment
of the mover of this amendment and of those
who are supporting him that, if the amend-
ment were carried out, there is not the ghost
of a chance of this Bill passing this session;
and he knows it perfectly well, just as well
as anybody else.  1f the ameéndment were
carried somebody must appoint a selection
committes. It will take a little time to make
that ‘selection. Then T would like to know
where 'you are going to find four or half a
dozen men competent to make that selection.

Hon. C.F. Nieison: The  committee has
been appointed.

How. F. T, BRENTNALL: I do not know
whether they are appointed or not. I go on
the. supposition - that they have to be ap-
pointed or- some new members added. Are
you going to ‘set these men to rush through
the Bible—the whole of that series of books—
within the next three or four weeks and make
the - necessary. ‘judicious  selection  of lessons
for.our. public schools, - and: - expect  those
Iessons to be printed and  submitted to us
during the present session? We are now in
In seven: weeks:
we shall be at Christmas, dnd it iy physically
impossible, ~ unleéss. you mean those men to
work “all night after doing their day’s work,
to accomplish: what this amendment proposes.

Hon. B. Faury: It can be accomplished in
one week. :

Hown. F. T. BRENTNALL: I would not
like to have to do.it.  The hon: member who
has | just interjected - yesterday read--L say
nothing  about whether he acted with judg-
ment, discretion, or wisdom-he read, as he
said, an extract from the New South Wales
book of- lessons. I maintain. with  him that
that was an improper lesson to be put: before
young children: " I stated when I last spoke
that there were many lessons in the New
South Wales  school book' that I could not
approve of, ~and I would ~not approve of
putting anything into the hands and minds of
children which is contrary to the: beliefs of
the. age. or the discoveries of science.  Lebt
us ‘ab: least take the book for- all it is best
worth, ‘and we can easily enough find lessons
in that book which are good for. our:children
ag. they are %ood for ourselves. '1f I were
disposed to talk a little bit religious I would
say that right in the very heart of that hook
there is one word, and it is a. word which I
and every other hon. member attaches great
importance to. - It is a ‘word that we believe
should regulate our daily. life, our commercial
_11fe, and our movral life; and that one word
is ¢ righteousness,’”” and it is ‘there right in
the very centre of the book; it is there 1n the
first book and it ig there in the last book.
You will find it in one form or another from
beginning to end-=it runs like a silver thread
through- every book of the Bible. The word
“ righteousness’’ 'is there, and I take 1t it is

the best word in: the book so far as it can

affect human ‘conduct and human morality.
What was said of Noah? That “he only was
fqund righteous among men.” And he was
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put in the ark of safety.. Then what was said
about®: Abraham? = That  he was apright
and feared God, and would train: his family
aftér: him “in the: right ‘way.”  And when
that old patrisrch. prayed for the salvation
of Sodom.. ‘He asked, *“If there were ten
righteous “men there;  would " the ety be
spared 72 “ Yes, it ‘would be' spared if there
wers only ten righteous men in it.)” "I could
take ‘you right through- the  books of  the
Bible—through the Psalms where you scarcely
find 4 page in which the word does not occur.
Can we do any wrong whateyver by selecting
passages of Seripture which will impress upon
the minds of ‘our children the duty of righteous
dealing towards their fellow-men and righteous
conduct towards each other?

Hon:  T. €. Breievg: That is what the
amendment: proposes’ to- do.

Hon. B Fampy: The hon. gentleman’s
argument isin’ favour of the “amendment.

Hox. F.. T, BRENTNALL: I would give
the Government or the  Minister: for: Educa-
tion credit enough for common discretion and
conmimon sense ‘not to appoint men to make
selections  for  our public: schools: that would
be improper: for our children' to have.: That
is my position.

Hon. B. Faury: That is what: they did in
New: South: Wales. :

Hon: F.. 7. BRENTNALL: In a taatter of
this  kind we miust leave: something’ to: the
authorities. - We do it with other Bills.: How
many Bills' have we' passed here and  have
left the  regulations to be- approved by the
Governor in Council? I am told I am speaking
in" favour of this amendment. The wonder
about this amendment is just this: That a
number of members of this Chamber who do
not want religious teaching in the schools at
ally who do ‘not want Bible lessons in. the
schools;: who do not want selected lessons. of
any kind--—=

Hon. P MurpEY ¢ In public schools.

How. F..T. BRENTNALL: VYes; I am
speaking about public schools: I am not speak-
ing - of private 'schools . or church schools.
Why should ' hon. ‘members who - disapprove
of ‘these lessons ‘come’ here and try to wreck
this' Bill' by bringing  forward an amending
motion to produce these lessons in which they
do not believe and neveér will believe?

Hon. A. H.BARLow: And then Parliament
would have to revise theri.

Hox. K. T BRENTNALL: If the lessons
came: here, ‘every hon. member ‘would  want
to have a hand in revising them,
[4.80p.m:] and it would take another session
to get the Bill through.  The Go-
vernment are taking the right course, and I
hope it will' be. persisted 'in. We find our-
selves: faced: with this obstructive amendment,
and ‘are - asked 0 -take an’ - action - which
directly Houts' the people;-and ihrows out of
the window: of ‘the Council the expressed will
of the people. .
Hon.  B.oFaney: The ' hon. ‘member 'is
taking an wnrighteous: stand.

Hon F.T BRENTNALLY Toam taking
the stand dictated by my. own ¢onscience;
and my own view of ‘what ‘is right for the
education of our:children. :and I preésumeé the
hon. member is- doing: the ‘same. o that in
that respect we may agree to differ. A con-
stitutional process has' been ‘pursued for as-
certaining the mind of ‘the people, and that
mind has bheen ewmphatically : éxpressed; and;
as. some of  these regoliitions ‘which I have
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vead have stated, it is not for this branch ef
Parliament, ot elected, " or sitting - here by
the suffrages of the people, to deny the people
the right they have: asked for and voted for.
T know that sometimes it may be’ the duty
of ‘this- House to reject:an immature measure,
unauthorised by public opinion;

Hon. ‘Al H. Bantow: That is rejecting the
vote of 'the peopls’s representatives, who may
misrepresent the people.

Hon. F.. T. BRENTNALL : Ths action: all
through' was deliberate “and  constitutional.
We were told: last evening by the Minister
in charge of the Bill that the referendum was
authorised by & special “Act of Parliament.
It passed: by majorities in: both  Chambers.
It went to: the people; ‘and: the people have
expressed their views upon it Is it for us to

say to the people at this stage that they had

no-right to express their views, or, having

“expressed their views,. they ‘made a mistake,
and that we are: herve to put them right, and

to protect the country: from the. effect of that.
mistake? - Is that oup function?

Hon. A - H. Basrow: We' dissent: from
the Assembly because we sometimes think the
Assembly - does not: represent. the . people.
Now . 'we have the direct voice of ‘the people:
th.emiielves. That is a point that seems to° be
missed;

© Hon. P. Mureayv: Our contention is. that
this ‘Bill was never before the people,

" Hon, F. T, BRENTNALL: Yesterday th
Hon. Mr. Fahey: for some time referrgd tgi

_the %)aucity of this vote, and he sneered at

a paltry 74,228 people carrying a motion: like
_this out of 260,000 voters.” If a vote of 74,228
was 50, paltry that no' notice should be taken
of it—if it'is only fit to be kicked about as a
worthless and worn-out football or something
like ‘that-—~what about the vote given to' Mr,
Givens? :

Hon. B, Famry: What has that to do with
this?

Hox. F. T.BRENTNALL: I will show the
hon.” member. if ke is-patient. . The vote
given to Mr, Givens was 82,234, or 8,008 more
than - this.© The  vote for. Mr: Turley was
81,719, or 7,491 ‘more than this. . The vote

for Mr. Stewart was 80,339 111
than the vote for this. ;Jor 6,111 more

Hon. B. Fanrv: This does not refer to ths
election “of Federal  members:

How. F.'T. BRENTNALL: Did not the
hon. member: repeatedly ‘sneer yesterday -at
the small number of votes that" were polled
for the referendum?
-Hon, B. Fangv:
here,

Hown. F.'T. BRENTNALL: Now the hon.
memper: wants to know what this has té do
with it? . It has this o do with it—that
the highest of these three representatives of
the: Labour-Socialist party——whom some meri-
bers of this House voted for—despite all the
public: meetings, “all ‘the harangues, and all
the house-to-house: canvassing for votes; only
got: 8,006° votes ‘more " than we got: in +this
referendum:

Hon. A, H. Barrow: Hear, hiear! And th’e‘
£ Great Iniquity” ‘was carried by 5,000 votes.

Hon. F. T. BRENTNALL: What is the
use of treating the decision of the people like
that? It is: their decision, not mine.. There

Hon. F. T. Brentnall] :

Quite: right,” and I do
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is' another paradox which creeps in here, and
that is that the decision of the people is being
opposed by mean artifices by men who pose as
leading democrats. I do not think I need
enlarge upon that. I say deliberately that it
is a mean artifice to try to defeat the will of
the people by such an amendment as this—-

The PRESIDENT: Order, order !

Hon. F. T. BRENTNALL: Because: hon.

- members know that there is hardly the ghost

of a chance of getting the Bill through if this
amendment is passed.

Hon.: B. Faury: That is denied:

How. Fo: T BRENTNALL: The majority
—=whether it was' good; bad, or indifferent—
was obtained 'in. a thoroughly constitutional
way, and the referendum was on: the specific
issue of the ‘teaching of religion in the State
schools. Hon. members do not want to pass
the Bill: to give the Government the power to
solect the lessons and bring the: will of the
people: into actual operation: for. 'the benefit
of the juvenile portion of the people. - Not a

single member who supports the amendment

believes in it,  because they do not want re-
ligious lessons in the schools at all.

Hon. B. Faury: That is the hon. member’s
opinion.
" Hon. F. MoDoxwers: We want to make
the Bill as little objectionable ag possible.

Hox. F. T. BRENTNALL: You want to
" defeat the Bill.

Hon." ¥: McDonNgrL: Yes; if possible; we
0.

Hon. F. T. BRENTNALL: The hon: mem-
Ler just brings- me' to what is, perhaps,
the best climax. He wants to make the Bill
as futile as possible, and, as an alternative, he
would be delighted to throw it out altogether.

Hon. F. MoDoNNELL :~ Of ‘course we would.
There:is no doubt about that.

SoHow: F..T. BRENTNALL: We were ex-
horted:last night t0 persevere with the debate
until: it came to 'a final issue; and until® we
either passed or rejected this amendment.  If
it- is rejected I presume we shall go on” with
the second reading of the Bill; but I think
there was @ great deal of justice in the re-
mark made by the Minister in charge of the
Bill last night—that we are simply wasting
time. I have carefully avoided making replies
which I could have made to arguments which
‘have been used by those supporting the amend-
ment with regard to the education which is
being given in certain denominational schools.
I could ‘sweep fthe whole continent of Europe,
and give hon. members 4 series of replies to
that argument, if it suited my purpose, but
I shall not do that just now. There may be
other opportunities of doing it, and I shall
not- hesitate to. do it. I do not want to pro-
voke any irascible feeling, asthere is no neces-
sity for it Only do mot be continually saying
that there is no education on earth equal to
that which you wish to' continue.

Hon. P. MurrrY : We believe in the educa-
tion given under the present Act, and we do
net want it altered;

How. F. T. BRENTNALL: That is the
view of ‘one side. Hon. members supporting
-the amendment will not allow 'us to have our

[Hon. F. T. Brentnall.
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views: The people: outside, by a very sub-
:séngi?tlal miajority, showed that they want this
il

Hon. B. Famsy: You insult the people by
making: that statement:

Hox: B, T. BRENTNALL: Who ‘are the
people?
Hon. B. Fauny: The people of Queensland.

Bon. FE..T. BRENTNALL: But 1 want
to know who are the people?

Hon. B. Faury: The whole of the people of
Queensland.

Hox. F. T, BRENTNALL: When you ap-
pealed tothe people of Queensland to put
members of - a certain type of politics into
the Federal Parliament; the highest 'of them
only got:8;006 votes more than we got for this
llglll% And this is & local Bill; not a Federal

itk :

Hon.- B. Faugpy: I have already: informed
the hon: ‘member that this amendment has
nothing to do with the Federal Parliament:

How. F. T. BRENTNALL: I wonder if
the hon. member thinks I am such a dunce as
not to know that without being told. ' I wonder
whether we heard anything yesterday after-
noon that had nothing to do with the amend:
ment. - That sort of thing comes very:incon-
sistently from the hon. member. I agree with
the Hon. A. H. Barlow that the time has
come when the. Council should come to a de-
oision upon this matter, and the country ex-
pects us to come to 'a decision.  That is
evidenced by the resolutions and letters which
I have read, and I think we are prepared to
gome to a decision, and the sooner we come
to it the better. Some hon. members: talked
about amending the Bill, and T said, *“ We do
not want to amend the Bill. We want fo
carry it; and, if we are not going to carry
it, defeat us, ‘and we shall be satisfied: with
the vote. If we can defeat you, play the man
aﬁnd be satisfied with your defeat.)”  (Hear,

ear !

“*Hon. C. F. NIELSON: T shall endeavour

tc. address myself particularly to the amend-
ment before the House, and I regret I have
to- continue the debate, as I have had a very
strenuous time during the last few days, and
I do not feel at all well. I want it clearly
understood that I am against the Bill wn foto.
I wish hon. members to understand I do not
take up the attitude expressed by the Hon.
Mr. Gibson last week. He said, * You can
talk i1l doomsday and you  won’t convert
me.” - That was a very uncompromising
kind of attitude, and it is not a correct atti:
tude for any hon. member to take up. ‘What
are politics, after all, but a matter of com-
1 am perfectly prepared to ‘com-
promise so far as this amendment goes, and
{ was most astonished this afterncon to hear
the Hon. Mr. Brentnall'gét up and tell us
that he intended to give us reasons why the
amendment should not be carried. I list
ened to the hon. member for an hour and a-
quarter, and I did not hear one reason why
the amendment. should not be carried, ex-
cept this:  He said, *“ If this amendment is
carried, you: are flouting the will of the
people.” . I think Y can explode that reason
in a very few words. What was the will of
the people, may I ask, so far as these par-
ticular: lessons are concerned? Did they
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know what lessons: were to be taught? In
the ballot-paper all they were asked fo do
was this: They were asked-—

Are ‘you in favour of introducing the following
system into State schools, naniely i—

The $tate schoolmuster, iir school Hours, teaches
selected Biblé lessons from a reading-book
provided for the purpose, but is not. allowed
to gite sectarian teaching :

Any minister of religion is entitled, in school
hours, to: give the  children of hig own
denomination ah hour’s religious igstruc-
tion: ou such: day or dais as the school
committee can arrange for:

Any parent is entitied to withdraw his child

- from alt religious teaching if he chooses to
do so?

YES.
NO.

Divectiony (to be-prinitedd in ved ink):
If'you desirg Religious Instruction in State Schools,

wote thus—
YEs.

NO:

If you object to Religions Tnistruction in State Schools;

vote thng—
: HKES,
NO.

What ‘I want to know: is this: Did. the
people, or did the' majority: who voted on
this referendum, get any secret tip from the
authorities that be, because there appear to
be authorities that are above this Chamber
and above the Government?: Did they get
a tip as to what kind of lessons were to be
taught?
respect’ there is no such! thihg as’ the voice
of ‘the people;,” not - even ‘the voice 'of the
majority - who voted. ' I‘submit: that there
was. not. one. person who had any: idea of
what was to: be taught. ' I submit there 'was
not 5 per cent. of the persons who voted who
had any idea of ‘the lessons being taught in
New: South Wales,; and: I am: astonished at
the Hon. Mr. Brentnall, ‘after his speech on
the second reading of the Bill—and in that
respect I think the hon. member is particu-
larly. qualified to speak’ as to what portions

of the Bible would be good or would not be

good for State school children. . The hon.
member - was satisfied  that the New South
Wales lessons were not well selected.. He
said— :

For instauce, T would not teach them the clhironology:
of the Book of Chronicles,  Thereight be some things
in - the Bible which it would not be a wise thing to
include: in’ the Seripture lessons, but that Holy Book
containg: fessons fo- huwman conduct and helps to the
spiritual life of  humanity which wmay be very well
taught-to the children of this. State, no matter what
particular creed they may belong to.

Then the hon.” member wanted to know to
which: part of the Bible the opponents of this
Bill objected.” He said-—

Is there any objection o the excellent doctrines and
prineiples that-yoay be taught from. the Pentateuch?
Ts there any objection to the Decalogue? I should like
to know from these hop. members who are opposing
‘these Bible lessons what lessons they do object to? Do
they object to the devout spiritualism of the Psalwos?

- Then he proposed that the Ten Command-
ments should be included in the lessons, and
I believe if Bible lessons are to be: given in
the State schools that the Ten Commandments
should  certainly be included. " When  the

. Hon. Mr. Power spoke on this question; he

suggested, before any amendment was pro-

posed from this side of the House, that the

on the dquestion  of federation.

I was. not informed, and in-that:
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amendment moved by the Hon. Mr. Beirne
should ‘' be:moved  in Committee—that the
lessons; ‘after ‘being framed, should be put
before  both: Houses " of = Parliament, - and
passed by ‘them before: they were put into
operation. - The - Hon, Mr. Brentnall’ made
no objections to the Hon. Mr. Power’s idea.
Then we had more theological food from the
Hon. Mr. Gibson; and he gave us an idea of
the lessons which he thought should be taught.
He said he would: be satisfied to:-have the four
Gospels: ' Therefore, we  have an ‘instance
among-our-own members that there is'a dif-

‘ference of opinion as to what ought and what

ought: not to 'be taught. So far as T am
concerned, I am labouring under some dis-
advantage. I have not bad the theological
training of some speakers.” I am not inun-

~'dated with letters, petitions; and telegrams

from  various clerical bodies, or the heads
of bodies, asking -for my support. * I stand
here . ‘quite " independent of = any . church: or
class or’ religion: ‘I have my own idea in
this' matter, and I have also my own idea as
to what iy and ‘what is not the will of the
peopler. It-is wonderful how the will of the
people "is: & good: thing. to shield oneself
behind at times.. I want to know' what is
going to be taught before I consent to with-
draw any opposition’to the Bill, and I think
I'am entitled to know:. When we come to.
reflect, this referendum is the second referen-
dum which has ever been taken in Queens-
land.” In the first referendum, which was
taken ten years ago, we were ‘asked to vote
What was
the procedure adopted when: the electors:of
Australia were asked to vote on the question
of federation? A full copy. of the Constiti-
tion of -the. Commonwealth'of Australia was
placed: in''the hands of every elector. Every
elector had full details, and if the Government

~in this instance-=if they were veally anxious

and:‘sincere in’their: desire that the children
in’ our. :public: schools’: ‘should: “get  Bible
instruction=—if - they ~wanted  Neéw ~South
Wales: books, why not, have ordered 200,000
copies, ‘and placed them ‘in" the  hands -of
the electors ~before  they = took a’ referen-:
dum-on’ this Bill,  and’ have  stated, * We
propose - introducing - these = books ' into  our
schools”’—or " else . have " compiled a  new
set of books of their own, and placed thera
in - the bhands of the electors? . ‘After all,
these books will have to be printed and dis-
tributed. ' If the people of Quéensland had
any indication at all of what it was intended
to teach in the schools, they could only have
had the indication that we intended to follow
the New South Wales system, because that
was preached by the Government in 1906—=
that was the gist of the Bill when it ‘was in
another Chamber at that time.  The New
South- Wales system was' preached indes- -
santly—that. great-and glorious: system  was
what was required.” As T said before; that .
is the only indication of the quality of the

_lessons: which: the “electors of " Queensland

could possibly’ have :had.  They had: no
opportunity as & body to see the New South
Wales lessons. | I venture to say, judging by
the speeches T-have Heard in this: House; that

© o number of members of this Houss have no

idea of what is' being taught in New South
Wales: . They have not taken the trouble to
read:- the books which are being used in the
New South ‘Wales schools: . What the Bill
provides for-is selected Bible lessons:

Hon.. A H: Birrow : Hxactly.

‘Hon. C. F. NIELSON: If the Govern-
ment - did- not choose,  prior to’ taking the

Hon. O, F.Nielson.]
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referendum, to-compile the lessons proposed

4o be taught, then I am satisfied that we

have no mandate from the people to allow
anybody to choose lessons—it does not matter
whether it is an inspector of schools or any-
one else. The Hon. Mr. Brentnhall'suggested
that the heads of the churches should: come
together and: formulate the necessary lessons.
So far as I am concerned, my attitude has
been: consistent on’this ‘question: I oppeosed

it ‘when I was in another place four years
I also opposed the referendum on this =

4g0.
dquestion, and I am opposed to this Bill also.
When I was opposed to the Bill four years
ago, 1-happened to meet in Queen street the
leading person in connection with the Bible
in: State Schools ‘Lieague; the Rev.: D. J. E.
‘Garland, together with the Hon.

[5:p.m.]: W. H. Barnes, and they tried to

opposition to the Religious Instruction In
State Schools Bill. T said, ‘“If the heads of
]l the churches will come togéther and agree
apon ‘& set of lessons, and will formulate
those Tessons,” I will reconsider my attitude
““on- the question,” = What' did one of ‘those
gentlemen say 7 ¢ You know very well; Mx.
Nielson, that they would never agree on a seb
of lessons.”

Hon, A. H. Barrow : That is right:

How, L F. NIELSON: Here is & lovely
position. . If ministers of religion could: not
agree on a simple set of Bible lessons, what
is this going to lead to outside?

Hon. A, H. Bartow: It is going to lead
to. the lessons being: compiled by men who
are. not- ministers of religion, and who will
agree:

Hon. . F. NIELSON: I want to know
what' particular gqualifications  those gentle-
men possess ?

prevail upon me to withdraw my

Hon. A H. Bagrow: What qualifications

do the ministers possess? :
‘Hon, F. MoDoxneit ;- They will be “ap-
pointed by’ the Ministers.

Hoy, ¢ F. NIELSON: Have the people
of Queenstand voted for or against this Bill?
A%’ they had no. opportunity of seeing  the
details, it~ is mot only our: privilege but it is
our duty to settle the details: i
“Hon. A, H. Bimow: If they were. not
satisfied, they should have voted against the
proposal. .

How, €. ¥.  NIELSON: The amendment
has been moved in the right spirit. - I believe
the. suggestion came first “of -all” from the
Hon. Mr. Power. It was followed up by the
Hon. Mr. Brentnall,  and, much' to my: sur-
prise, . this afternoon the hon. member op-
posed it.: It was. also followed up by others.
The amendment is absolutely reasonable, and
it is moved in that fair spirit’ of compromise
which usually pervades the body politic. - I
believe it -would do the Minister ~good fto
take the New South Wales books and read
them. >

Hon, A, H. Barrow: I have read every
word of them.

Hon, C. F. NIELSON: The hon. gentle-
man-has given us no indication of what the
proposed lessons. are to be.:; He has  not
referred to:the'books that are in use in New
South: Wales.: ‘Apparently - they - were 'not
compiled in New South Wales. - They are
called *“The Trish National School Books,”
and are printed in Londan and Glasgow.
‘As we have no indication as to what is in-
tended to: be taught, there is 'a duty cast

. [Hon, C. F. Nielson.
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much about that.
 South Wales volumes taken from the Old
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upon the Couneil to see that that part of the:
work shall be submitted to us. - The Hon.
Mzr.: Brentnall said it would be useless teach-
ing the chronology of the Bible. That may
be. 1 am not well versed in ‘that matter
myself.  The Hon. Mr. . Jensen proposed
that the lessons should be read in a phono-
graphic kind of style, because he proposed
that they should be read without comment.

Hon. W. H. Cawresrrr: That is how the
lessons are read in the churches. .

ITox €. F. NIBLSON: I do not know
There are two of the New

 Testament, and two from the New Testa-

- a number of the more difficult words.

ment. At the end of every lesson there are
I pre-
sume they are selected to be explained to
the children. Then there are questions on

“the lessons to ascertain what proficiency the:

7

pupils have in the particular lessons. Now
let-us take the Old Testament series. Volume
1 gives you: the story of the creation.: That
I-shall  not  comment - upon. Hven distin-
guished clergymen differ ag to the story of
the 'creation. I should ' like ‘to  kiow the
views of the Minister in charge of the Bill
upon that question. I am quite sure they
are not orthodox. : :

Hon. A.: H. BarLow : I was not there, so
I do not know.  (Laughter.)

Hon. C. F. NIELSON: Then there is g
lesson  on - the fall of “ Adam.  Then you
come to the first item which should not be
taught to children, because it is of no use.
It tells: about Liarnech—a brother of: Cain;
who was also a murderer—and was the firsk
man who had two wives.

Hon. A. H. Barrow: But we are not pro-
posing to teach from that book.

How. C. F. NIELSON: The hon. gentleman
has ‘given us no information as to what is
going to. be taught, and we are entitled to

OW.

Hon. A. H: Barrow: The information T
gave. was that the referendumy was carried
by a majority. of over 17,000 votes: I am
satisfied with that.

S Hon. C. F. NIELSON: If that is all the
information the hon. gentleman has to give,
he ' is easily satisfied. . Then we get on- to
Abraham and Isaac. It tells about the birih
of Isaac, and of how they held the great

feast 'when he was weaned. = Prior to thaty =

when he was a few days old, we are told that
he was circumcised.  The teacher is asked
to explain that to the children. I want to
know: what would’ the Minister expeet any
young, girl teacher in the bush to say in ex-
planation of that rite?

Hon. A H. Bazrow: I would not permit
such a thing to go into the book; but T would
not: allow Parliament to . tamper with the
books. :

Hox. C. ¥. NIELSON: The hon. member
says he would nof permit such a thing to go
into the book: 'Is  thé Minister ‘going to
select. the lessons himself?

Hon. A.. H. Barrow: If:the Government
allowed. such & thing to. go into the books;
they would. deserve to be turned out of office.

How: €. F. . NIELSON: That is a totally
different question. .

Hon. A H. Barrow: We do not behead
Ministers now. - We fturn them out of office:

Hon. €. F. NIELSON: We know perfestly
well that the Minister is not going to ‘have
the right to make the selection.
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Hon. Al H.o'Barrow: A much  miore:

religious man’ than myself
right.

How. €. F. NIELSON: There are religious
men  who 'would ‘think that the relation of
that very religious rite would be a very good
thing to pub: m.

Hon. "A. 1. Barrow: Oh, no.

How, €. F. NIELSON:: What guarantes
have we  that this particular lesson ig: not
going to be taught in Queensland?

Hon.” A. H. Barrow: The guarantee is
common seuse, and Minister’s responsibility.

How: €. F. NIELSON: It iy the Minister’s
‘suggestion that the' people who compiled these
four books in use in New South Wales were
possessed of commion sense?

Hon. A H. Barrow: I do not think they
wereé. :

Hon. 'C. F. . NIELSON: It is the: hon.
gentléman’s suggestion: that' the Minister  for
Hducation and his: colleagues in New South
Wales' who ‘adopted - these  books: were nob
possessed ‘of ‘a’ sense of Ministerial responsi-

i to. have  the

How.'A: H. Barrow: Well, they ought to
‘haive' been: brought: to. book for it.

How:- C.-F.-NIELSON: It is too late to
think " of bringing’ them' to book  when this
kind: of " literature’ has  been taught for ‘so
long. ' Now is the time to see that, if our
children are going to have Bible lessons, they
should ' have ' something:  beneficial. - The
Minister need not be afraid that I am going
to read the whole of these four books.

Hon. A. II. Bartow: I am not afraid:
They are very entertaining:

Hown. C. F. NIELSON:-T: have no doubt
that to some minds they may be entertaining.
I can . show. ~that this kind of .thing  runs
through - the" books from. beginning to end.
This 'is’ not a’solitary quotation that I have
given.. There could not be a worse selection:

Hon. A. H. Barrow: I do not think there
could.

Hown. C. ¥, NIELSON: Then it goss on to
the time when Isaac grew up to be a young
man. He met Rebeccar at the well:. The book
tells how Rebecca was a virgin whom no man
had known and who was beautiful to look
upon, - and how' Isasc ~wanted Rebecca to
become his wife:

Hon. A H.: Barrow: And then: they were
decdently married.

How: €. F. NIELSON: Ves; after a great
deal of difficulty Isaac had to wait  seven
years:  (Laughter.)

Hon. A H. Barrow: You are all wrong.
That was: Jacob. - (Laughter.)

How. C. K. NIELSON: Yes; I'am thinking
of Leah and Rachael. ~ That just shows what
I have already said, that I am very weak in
%}éeology. I was not taught it when I was a

V.

Hon: W. H. CameBrLL: There is something
in ' the history that is tanght in" the school
books about the wives of Henry VIII:

Hox. C. F. NIELSQON: If Henry VIIIL.

got rid of his wives, he only had one at a’

titie, ~ according to. English - history... Then
there is the story of Jacob. He agreed to wait
seven years for Rachael, and to work for her
father during. the period.. When the seven
years were up;  her father palmed: off thisg
other daughtér, Leah; on to. Jacob; and, as
heé still wanted Rachael, he had to work for
another. seven - years. . Then ' he' had: both
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wives. Then  the lesson fells’ that by these

“rtwo wives rand ‘their two handmaids: he had

twelve sons.

Hon. W. H: Caupsrry: It was necessary to
people the country inithose days.

How C. K, NIELSON: That may be.
These are not by any means isolated instances.
Icould give plenty of the same kind of thing
out.of  these books. ' There' are  sentences
which ‘T could’ not explain. = There is one
which - says: ““ Circumcise; therefore,  your
hearts; and be no' more stiff-necked.’’”’ Fancy
4 girl teacher in a niixed bush sehool being
asked by a boy, ‘fPlease, Miss, what is ¢ir-
cumeised 7 Is she to say, ‘I do not kriow!’?

Hon. A" H. Barrow: You are making a
protest. sgainst bringing- in: these books.

Hon.. O F. - NIELSON: We have no: guar-
antee what they will be.m We did ‘not' get
onﬁ word form-the Minister in favour of this
Bill:

Hon. A H. Bartow: Yes; I said a major-
ity “of 17,577 were in favour of it

How. G F, NIELSON: The kon, member
simply informed  the. House and: the country

“that last year we: passed ‘a. Bill providing for

a-referendum. A referendum was taken; and-
3 ceitain’ majority voted for it hence  this

Bill. . Then the Minister' sat down; and that

4 sl the information: we' got: ;

Hon. ¥.. T. BRENTNALL: Because that is
the only ground we have got for introducing
the Bill—ths will of the people, nothing more
and nothing less.

How. C-F. NIELSON: Will the Minister
inform  the House what is the. will of the
people with regard to these lessons?,

Hon. A H. Bartow: The people propose
to trust the Government:

How. O F. NIBELSON: I submit that the
people ‘are not asked to trust the: Govern-
ment ina matber of this kind.: The: people
should trust Parliament; - That 'is where the
trust sheuld be reposed.  If a referendum is

“ 1o be taKen at all, it ought to be taken in.a

comiplete style, and  when it is taken in ‘an
incomplete manner, then it is for both Houses
of Parliament to complete it, and not to have
it ‘completed by regulations by the Govern-
ment or, by outside influence. - If the refer-
endum  ig ‘going to be a settled part of ocur
Constitution, then' I say’ either  complete it
outside, as was done at the time of federation;
when every ' detail  was  placed ' before ' the
electors, orelse complete it by the people’s
representatives in Parliament. :

Hon; “A. H. Barrow: I would not give
Parliament the job of making up this book.

Hox. C, ¥, NIZLSON: Because the Minis-
ter - does  not feel he is qualified to! compile
this religious book that® does’ not say that in
this Chamber there are not persons so guali-
fied. " I am- quite satisfied, from the speeches
I have heard here;,: that there as several
members - pre-eminently qualified to: compile
these books. :

Hon, A. H: Barriow: And you would move
a lot of amendments when the lessons were
brought in. .

Hown. G ¥, 'NIELSON: I give the hon.
member my promise. that I will do: nothing
I know nothing at all about
theology, ‘and I am satisfied if the framing
of these lessons is- left in the hands of this
Chamber that nothing of the nature 1 have
quoted: would be included. - My objections to
leaving the lessons to be settled after we have

Hon. C. F. Nielson]
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passed the ‘Bill' are these: I want to make
sure that: thers’ is nothing. included in the
" pature of the extracts I have read which are
not fit to be put into the hands of children.
So- far as -any. religious creed or religious
belief goes, I have no predilections.’ It is per-
fectly immaterial to me. I can attend -any
church  with - equal" equanimity~—I. have ' no
prejudices in that respect at' all;: but I do

. not wan improper literature to be: placed in
the hands of the children of Queéensiand; and
I say, without any hesitation, that the books
in-use in New South. Wales contain a. great
deal" of improper. literature.

Hon, A, H. BarLow: There. is 16 doubt

about: that.

Hon. € F. NIELSON: A lot. of useless
stiiff-igomething “the children should not be
= taught at-all—~that the young mind is much
better without, It is no good teaching chil:

dren of twelve  or thirteen years of age who

is the first man who had two wives, or. who
had: concubines. - So far as the. morality: of
the Bible goes, the Bible,"as has been stated,
contains the wisdom of all ages.. There is no
dispute about that.  The question in' dispute

“'is this: *As the whole of the Bible is not to
be put- into the schools—if “the referendum

< had been taken “on  Bible reading in. the
schools—that the whole Bible was to be pub
in’ the schools, and it was to be left.in the
hands of the teacher in:the school to select
what he‘thought £t and proper extracts; it
would have been all right. :

Hon. A. H. Barrow: You would allow the
teacher o select the lessons, and yet you will
not allow’ the Governinent?

“HoN. € F. NIELSON: Again, in the New
South 'Wales book;: in the "New - Testament
series; ‘you cannot. teach some of the New
South Wales légsons without teaching sectari-
“anismi:. There, again, the lessons have to be
selected  in such a way. that they can be ex-
Jplained: to the children, and- yet - explained
without any sectarian colouring. There,
again, it is necessary that we  should know
who' are to select the lessoms and what the
lessons ‘are. . Fam certain if there were a
set of lessons put before us now there are
hon.  members. in -this. Chamber: who could
tell us ‘whether there: was anything in them
which could. come. into " conflict. with = the
teachings of the various religious bodies. The
Bill: provides that there is to be no sectarian
teaching by the teachers.: The teachers are
compelled to teach; and in order to {each
they have to  explain: the lessons to  the
childven. Fach teacher will probably be an
adherent = of - some . church - or ' another,
although it has been said=I do not know
whether - it ig . so-—that. many -of. the State
school teachers are freethinkers and’ atheists.
 Those teachers will probably do less barm in
expounding the Bible; because they will have
no. sectarian - influsnce.. - But: each. teachet
will probably: belong: to - some. ‘church: ‘or

another; and. the teacher could only explain’
the ' particular -

those' lessons  “according  to
creed he has been taught, therefore he will

naturally ‘and unintentionally teach in & sec-.

tarian manner. - These are all reasons why
the ‘amendment is a reasonable one, and why
we should see. the proposed lessons. - Whether
the amendment is darried now, or whether the
Hon. My Power comes - into this: Chamber
when we'are in Committes on the Bill and
moves o similar: amendment, should be abso-
lately immaterial: - The Fon. Mr:: Brentnall
objected 'to the amendment on the. ground
that we are so late in the session-—it would

" [Hon. C. F. Nielson.
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take so many weeks to compile these’ lesson:
and- that by the time they were ready the
Bill. would be shelved.  The Hon: Mr. Power
promised - to move 4 similar amendment ta
Committes.

Hon,“A; H. Bartow: That is not the same
thing: :

How. ' C/F. NIELSON: It is exactly the
samé thing. “The hon. member said he would
WMove ait amendient to the effset “that these
lessons should be. compiled ‘and approved of
by - Parliament.

Hon, A. H. Bagrow: Befors they. were
put before  the  children. .

Hon. C. F. NIELSON : Supposing the second
veading of this Bill. was carried, and these
lessons: were  placed: before’ us for approval,
would there be any discussion on’the matter?

Hon. A H. Barrow: Does not Parliament
approve: of the regulations? . If Parliament
said they were not fit they would have to go.

Hox. €. ¥, NIELSON: There would be
an opportunity of -amending’ them.

" Hon. A, B. Biriow:  Noj; -Parliament
would have to take them or leave them— .
they would be laid on the table of the House:

Hox:. €. F. NIELSON: If there were any.
members here who were not in favour of the
lessons they would naturally move that they
be rejected.

Hon, A, H. Barrow: Thete could not be
any. amendment.

Hox: C. F. NIELSON: I do not want to
move any amendment, as I would not under-
take anything of the sort; because I think 1t
would be presumption on my part to attempt
anythini of the kind.: The Hon, Mr. Gibson

e would like the children to- be
taught manliness, wisdom, and generosity.

Hon, C. 8. McGuie: They do that already.

Hox. €. F. NIELSON: That may be 50,
but there are any amount of illustrations in
the Bible—good illustrations, and if the hon.
member wanted to make sure that those

qualifications: were taught to the -children—-

manliness, wisdom, and generosity, and the
other cardinal virtues—I say he would have

& perfect right to demand to see the lessons

before the Bill was  passed. A good idea
might be to elect:a Select Committee of the
House to - approve: of the lessons after: they
have been: compiled,  but - to say: that the’
peopla- of - Queensland had any idea of what
was~ to’ be taught “is  sheer mnonsense: - The
people of Queensland are not satisfied to take
a leap in the dark, and allow the Government
to appoint; anyone they like to frame any sort
of - lesson they Like. :

Hon, A H. . Barrow: Then. why did they
not threw out the Bill on the referendum?

How. .o F. NIELSON: Because they have
Parlizmént to look: after their interests. They
still have somebody to look after: their in-
terests. . They do not leave it to the Minis:
ter or to the Government or to some persons
appointed by the Government or some persons
suggested -or: nomirated by any pelitical per-
son or any. outside influence; they absolutely
depend on Parliament to see that their inter:
ests—that the peace of the State and the good
feeling at pressnt. existing—are  safeguarded
and would not be jeopardised: by the inclusion
of ‘objectionable lessons.  We: would be shirk:

ing-our duty if we did not: insish
[5.30 p.m.] on the: compilation of the: lessons
hefore we: pass the second read-
ing of the Billl Butiif the Minister will give
me. an. assurance  that he will accept an
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amendment of this: nature in’ Commitiee, T
will -sit"down, and ‘deal  with < the question
when we'get into: Committee.

Hon:"A. H. Barrow: I canuot do that,
because I want this piece of “paper: to pass
into law.

How. ¢ ¥. NIELSON: The hon. membei
wants this piece of: paper to pass into law,;
aithough that it is nominally a non-party
House, and that hon. members are supposed
to exercise their own judgment without being
intimidated or threatened by such telegrams
or letters as the Hon. Mr. Brentnall read
this afternoon. Some of those letters actually
told hon. members that if they did not pass
this Bill without amendment they could say
good-bye to this House.

Hon. A. H. Barrow : There is-a great deal
of truth in thése assertions.

Hown. C. F. NIELSON: It does not worry
me in the slightest.

Hon. F. T. BRENTNALL : It might suit you.

Hown. C. F. NIELSON: It might suit me,
but it would not worry me a bit if the Bible
in State Schools League "and some political
outsiders  joined forces to sweep: away the
Upper House:.. You will not find me stand-
ing in the road: with a -bludgecn.. . That
should not worry, any hon. member.

Hon. ¥ T. BRENTNALL: Noj; it is a plank

in & certain platform..:

Hoxn. C. F. NIELSON ;' Yes; and they are
getting good adherents from the hon. mem-
ber’s friends. - We are told that if ‘we do not
accept this Bill “without 'amendment  there
will be another great force outside. I cannot
understand where the hon: member: finds the
willof ‘the people; so:far as the lessons are
concerned; expressed: in his figures.

Hon. 'A. H. BARLOW: The lessons are not
referred  to. . General ‘principles “only are
referred to in the referendum.

Hown. C. F. NIELSON: We have a duty
and a right to deal with more than: general
principles. - Take the hon. gentleman on
federation. What a beautiful thing it would
have been if voters on that question had
simply been confronted with one question—
“Are you in favour of federating with the
other Australian States?”

Hon. F. T. BrentNALL: We had to swallow
the whole Bill, and we were not permitted
to make one amendment in it.

Hown. C. F. NIELSON: We were asked,
“Are you in favour of federation as con-
tained i the Bill which has been passed?’’
That Bill' contained’ several hundred clauses,
and embraced - a’ multitude of questions.. If
5 per: cent: of  the people objected  to one
clause; fifteen to another; and so on, it would
have: béen absolutely impossible: to" carry a
Bill:of  such -magnifude; = yet;: despite’ the
magnitude of the measure and the diversity
of subjects; the Bill' was carrvied:  That was
a- wonderful thing. It is nothing very wou-
derful that this referendum wag carried.

" Hon. F. McDonNELL : The point is that the
Hon: Mr. Brentnall: and the  Hon:  Mry:
Barlow. refused to accept  the will “of the
people on the question of federation.

Hon: C. F. NIELSON: I take no notice
of bon. members making use of the expres-
sion ““will of the people.” I have seen their
political history for a: great number: of years,
and I know that is merely ‘playful expres:
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sion, and ‘that they do not use it sincerely.
T do not think. the will of the people bothers -
fhem very much: | The Hon. Mr. Brentfxall—
not that T object at- all—assumes the role of
lecturer ‘of “this ‘Chamber. ' He knows: per-
fectly well that it iy impossible for me to
object to the Bill and support the amend-
ment, Fe saysit is paradoxical.  I-am totally
opposed - to the Bill.. T shall speak on the
question:later:: So far ‘as: the amendment is
concerned; it' has been moved in’ s spitit of
compromise such as I offered to accept four
years ago.  But we will get no compromise
from certain hon. members—they have said
so.~ I hope that the Hon. Mr.' Brentnall will
see fit to compromise, if anh amendment similar
to this is moved in Committee by the Hon.
Mr. Power. I should be perfectly satisfied to
accept any léssons which the hon. member
would suggest. I should be perfectly satisfied
to let the hon. member select the: lessons for
my children,

Hon. W. H. Caurpsrr: Why will you not
allow the committee to do it, then?

How. C. . NIELSON: The hon. member
forgets that I am not here to get lessons for
my own family.- I'am here to-see that the
whole of the people of Queensland get a set
of lessons to which no cbjection can be taken
on conscientious: grounds: -From:my kuow-
ledge ‘of the Bible, 1. do: not think ‘there
could: be any difficulty in framing such a set
oflessons; but there ‘are: some . people who
want to: double-bank the thing, and to impart

<a church’ flavour to it and to select: lessons

which will be of no real benéfit to the chil-
dren as o good exercise in English or: any-
thing of that kind. ' In that tespect I submit
the amendment is & most reasonable  one.
When the Hon. Mr. Power and the Hon. Mr:
Brentnall spoke, I had no idea that this
amendment was going to:be moved.:: I would
not be surprised if it had béen moved through
the suggestion made by the Hon. Mr. Brent-
nall, who said that the lessons in New South
Wales were badly selected.

Hon. F.- T. BreNTNALL: I said so ' this
afternoon:. The West Australian lessons are
vastly better.

Hon. 'C. F." NIELSON: I have not had
the privilege of seeing those lessons. - The
Hon. Mr.. Gibson - also- suggested: lessoms:
After the suggestion that fell from the Hon.
Mr. Brentnall, I was surprised at his opposi-
tion to the amendment.. The hon.” member
read a threatening communication from a
certain. religious body—a piece  of presump-
tion, I consider it—from St. Mark’s Church,
somewhere or other. The opinion expressed
was that the Council: should be reminded of
their function, and that they were not here
to thwart the expressed voice of the people.
They failed to remind the Council of what
their function. was.. I do not know whether
the hon: member read the whole of the letter.

Hon.: F. T BRENTNALL ;. Don't insinuate_
anything of that kind.

Honi €. FU NIELSON: I certainly failed
to hear any function mentioned.. I am’ try-
ing to vemind hon. members that it is our
function, - and  the: fanction of “the other
Chamber; "to settle the details of this Bill,
which the: electors had no opportunity of

settling: " That is our function and ovr duty,
nob:our right. . It is our duty to settle these
details.” The hon. member objects to. that

and the: Minister has siven us no reasonable
objection to the  amendment,

Hon. C. F. Nielson.]
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Hon. A, H. Banrow: Yes, I have. It is
“absolutely - obstructing - the wishes - of “the
people.

Hown. C. F. NIELSON: That is no reason
—that is a mere expression of opinion;. no
doubt strengthened by similar expressions of
opinion: by irresponsible: persons outside.  No
doubt the Minister gets his ideas from them.

Hon.: B. Famgy: He gets inspired: by
themi.

Hon.:C. B NIELSON: The Minister ssays
you can take this Billi or leave it—he did
not advanes one reason in favour of it

Hon. A, H. Barwow: Yes, I did-the ve-

" ferenduin.

Hown, ¢ K. NIELSON: Yes; the hon.
member said; ¢ Here it'is. " I do ‘not believe
in it myseli. It has nothing: to:- do ‘with me:
The ' people “want somsthing. - Here is the
Bill; you can take it or leave it. I will have
no-amendment. . The: Bill provides for some-
thing I do' not: know anything about; and I
won’t- allow you to alter it.”’

Hon. A. H. Barcow: If I can help it.

How. C. F. NIELSON: That is not a
correct position to take up. ' The Minister
should  be ready to’ assist hon: members in
making very necessary amendments,

Hon. 'A. H. Barrow: And destroy a Go-
vernment Bill. :

How. C..F. NIELSON: The Bill is abso-
lutely - incomplete. . This Bill 18 supposed- to
be. verbatim et literatum—the net result of the
mandate which the Government got af:the
recent referendum;

Hon: A, H. Bazrrow: And put into parlia-

mentary language.

How. C. ¥. NIELSON: I hope it will never
be varied from that. If this Bill was com-
plete, it should have the selected Bible lessons
meluded in it.

Hon: A, H. Barrow: That is begging the
question.

How. C. F. NIELSON: What did the per-
sons who voted for'this referendum do? They
voted for the teaching of Bible lessons to be

“selected for: that purpose. | We' are now try-
ing to coinplete. the matter by insisting .that
the Bible :lessons should” be selected before
we ‘pass the Bill. :

Hon: "A. H. Bartow: That i where we
differ. :

How, C. F. NIELSON: Tt is not that I dis-
trugt the Governmont—I say the Government
do - not- trust: themselves. ' They are passing
this “duty * on' to' somebody else . altogether.
The Education’ Department does not want to
take the responsibility.

Hon. A, H. Bazrrow: They will be approved
by the Governor in Council.

Hon. C. 'F.  NIELSON: They will be ap-
proved, because the. department will shelter
themselves behind the fact that the lessons
were selected by independent persons.
How.: A, H, BARLOW: I do not want to
interrupt the hon.  member, but T would like
to: point out——

The PRESIDENT: Order! Mr. Nielson has
possession: of - the fHoor.

“Hon. C. F, NIELSON: I bave no objec-
tion' to' the:Minister ~interrupting me if I
gain’ any information  from: him. At the
same-time, I wish to say the Minister is ap-
parently purposely ‘withholding - information,

[Hon. C. F, Nielson.

[COUNCIL.]

Amendment Hill,

If he has ' no - information to give; then I
sayit’ is- time he obtained: some. - I again
submitthat this amendment s absolubely
fair; and’ it is a compromiss which: cught to
be accepted’ by the  Minister, and it cer-
tainly ‘ought' to be: accepted by those who
have spoken so strongly in favour of the Bill.
It ought to be accepted by all sides, andif
that wers done,: I 'am quite satisfied that the
progress  of theBill  will - be much greater
than it has been during the last few weeks:
1 do not wish to speak at any greater length
on this amendment.  1f the amendment is re-
jeoted——and I trust it will: not: be rejected-—
I shall again speak to the motion.

Hoxn, W, V.. BROWN : I have no intention
of 'making a-long speech on this vexed ques-
tion, but I wish to say a few words: to justify
the "vote which I am: going to'give. I 'shall
certainly vote against the amendment and in
favour of the Bill' I am not going to enter
into . the religious aspect” of the question at
all beyond mentioning. that my information
is to the effect that a similar provision exists
in three of the Australian States, and it has
been found beneficial, and I am told on very
good authority that the clergy of all deno-
minations have : visited  the schools ‘and: in-
structed - the children, ' "And I am also: told
on: very good - authority . that the  Roman
Clatholic clergy. visit: the schools, and that in
New. South:. Wales during the last five years
the aggregate visits of the Roman Catholic
clergy - veached  thousands. I am ' of :the
opinion that what is good for the other: States
is good- for' Queensland; but I -do:not intend
to follow the speakers over the ground they
have teken in: discussing the religious aspect
of: the question, because: 1 do - not ¢onsider
that that is a’ guestion we ought to consider:
We have had some very lengthy and import-
ant speeches from either ‘side of the House,
but I really think the question before us:is
one whether we should abide by the referen-
dum.  We know in past years the Council
has frequently rejected 1mportant measures,
and we at times have been severely crificised
for- doing 'so:. What was our justification for
rejecting’ those  important measures? We
have justified ourselves on the ground that
the ‘measures had been passed by the Legis-
lative  Assembly without having  been  sub-
mitted to the people for. their consideration.
But ‘we cannot - plead any such justification
in this case.. The veferendum was passed in
1908, and it was then decided to sabmit the
matter to the people for their consideration,
and the result was a majority in favour of
the Bill: In the year 1969 there was a general
clection, and the same Premier that passed
the Referendum Bill in 1908 was returned to
power. . 1. think the fact that  the general
election took place after the Referendum: Bill
was passed shows sufficiently that the people
of Queensland were in favour of Bible lessons
being given in State schools. Then we have
the voting giving a’ considerable majority in
favour of this Bill: . Some hon. members con-
tend that the majority. was' insufficient. I
cannot agree with that view for a moment.
I do not think it is within our province te
congider. what - the majority. was.  The fach
remaing. that we submitted the matter to the
people by a referendum; and 1 consider it
is the duby of Parliament to give effect to the
wishss - of the people as expressed at that
referendum. That is'all- I have fo say on the
matter.

Hox. G W. GRAY: I beg to move that
the debate e now: adjournad,
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Hon. A, H.- BARLOW: I "am sorry fo
learn the: hon. member is not. very well, but
I ‘distinctly ‘stated last night that I would
ask the House to sit to-night. We bave had
a great number of ‘speeches, and we are likely
to:- have a- great number move. Business is
coming out from the other Chamber.: We have
the Yocal Authorities Bill before us, and we
expect the, Land Bill, - I must therefore ask
the House to negative thus motion and go
on with work to-might.- I do not want tolask
tho House to sit- to an unreasonable hour,
but I do ask the hon. member to withdraw
the amendment, as I gave fair notice yester-
day, and it is not a fair thing to spoil my
work.

Hon. G, W. Gray: I think it is too im-
portant a Bill to’ be rushed through in the
way- you intend,

- Hown. A, Ho BARLOW : There is no rush-
ing about it. - This Bill' may last a consider-
able: time—it thay last a week.: Whon we
have disposed - of this - amendment we  have
the second: reading. to consider; and when the
second reading’ ‘is: éver ‘we  have ‘the  Com-
mittee stages, and goodness knows when 1t
will be: finished. ' Really, the business of ‘the
-country: demands’ that: we ‘should go on.. I
dislike sitting: at night as mudh as anyone,
but I gave fair notice last night, and it is
not fair: to. spoil the arrangements. If the
hon. membeér will: not: withdraw: the amend-
ment, I must ask the House to negative “it.

Hox. A, J. THYNNE: I think with re-
gard to the business before the Council—the
Local  Authorities Bill—that *is a . measure
which' will not take very long.- I have gone
very. carefully through it, and I think there
will “not' be. much objection: to.. it in- this
House. - I'"do 'not know that there iy any
other measure of importance on the business-
paper, and L think it  would be very much
better if we took a:day or so longer on this
Bill, so as to allow members to, speak fully
and- freely -on: the matter. = They feel very
‘stéongiy on it; and let them let a little steam
o

Hon. A. H. Barrow: That is what I want
them to do.

How.: A J. THYNNE: The Hon.  Mr.
Gray has  not had an. opportunity of " ex-
pressing his views; and I think that hon.
member is a gentleman who is likely to throw
additional light on the matter.

Hon. A, H. Bartow: It is taking the busi-
ness out of my hands, and I cannot permit it.

Howx. A - J, THYNNE: No one wants to
take. the business out of the hon., member’s
hands. - I 'make this- appeal, not to oppose
him''in any way whatever in what he pro-
poses 1o - do. T make it with the very best

- intention on my part:’ This is a matter which
requires a. thorough' investigation, which it
has not had yet.  There is-a good deal more
to. be said on-it;

Hon;  A. H. Barrow: The hon. member is
@ past master in that sort of thing.

Hon. A J. THYNNE: If the hon. mem-
ber chooses to take it in that way, then he
~will have to" accept the consequences of “any
attitude membevs may take towards him.
But I do say the Government representative
is. making a very great mistake in refusing
to give an- hon. member like the Hon.: Mr.

Gray and other hon. members an ‘opportunity.

of continuing the debate at’ their own: plea-
sure. :

Hon. A, H. Bazrow: I am rnot refusing-—
he ‘can ' speak’ to-morrow.

[2 Novemerg.]
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Hox A J. THYNNE: On-this motion?

Hon, A H. Barrow: Nobody thinks this
will ke settied tornight.

Hon AT THYNNE: I it is not to be
settled “to-night-—— :

~Hon. 100 ¢ Briang - Uan “you  give ~any
guarantee that theve will notibe a division on
this motion to-night?

Hon. A H. Bagrow: I will ‘not’ give any
guarsntee. )

How., A J. THYNNE: I think the hon
member, in-respect to: the minority if ‘not'to
the majority, should extend the courtesy asked
for to the Hon. Mr. Gray.

Hox, A, H. BARLOW : If T had not made
this arrangement last night, I would not have -

objected. But I made this ar-

[6 p.m.] rangement, and my friends are

here  at  considerable inconveni-
ence, having put off engagements to be here.
The Hon. Mr. Gray will have an opportunity
of ‘gpeaking to-morrow; and why should the
control ‘of the  House be taken out of my
hands?

The PRESIDENT ! The hon.: 'member- has
already spoken.

Hon: F. McDonyeiL called attention: to
the state of the' Council:
= Quorum: fornied:

How. A H, BARLOW: I would like the
permission’ of - the Council to make a state-
ment.

The PRESIDENT: Is it the pleasure of the
Council to let the hon: gentleman be heard?

HoNoURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

HonN. A. H. BARLOW : I desire to say that
this Bill deals with: a very important but nota
complicated question. It has been debated—
second reading unfinished and amendment un-
finished—on Tuesday, 18th October;: Thurs-
day;, 20th October; Tuesday, 25th. October;
Wednesday, 26th October;  Tuesday, 1sb
November ; and Wednesday, 2nd November,
which, I think, is an unprecented fime for
stuch a Bill, and I do not think that the de-

bate should ‘go on ad infinitum.

[7.15p.m.] T wish to say, with all respect to

the Council, that if this debate 1
adjourned’ to-night the House will be held by
the  Government to. have rejected the Bill,
for which rejection the: Government. will ac-
cept not the slightest responsibility.

Hox. F. McDONNELIL : The hon. gentle-
man has stated that this debate: has occupied
six  sitéings, and viewing the importance of
the measure I do not think that is too long a
time. - S0 far as the ‘debate has gone; the
speeches have  been: confined  to. the gubject;
and I strongly protest against the statement
that a stonewall has been set up. . Itis unbecom-
ing on the part of the hon: gentleman, who,
on more than one occasion, has fought for the
rights: of minorities on thiy’ Council.: Tt ‘is
unfair, knowing that he has a majority behind
him; to take up such an attitude, and I am
sorry- he has not accorded to the opponents
of the measure the ¢onsideration which they
should have received. . Tho Hon. Mr: Gray,
who is not at all well, wishes to speak to this
ameéndment; and he asked for an adjournment
of the debate; and I am sorry that hon.
gentleman has not received that consideration
which his position in: this Council and the
country deserves..- The Hon. Mr. Barlow, by
the force of numbers, is forcing on this debate
against what I may term all good taste,  He has
threatened this House that if the debate is

Hon. F. McDonnell.]
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not. finished . to-night the Government will
regard it as a defeat. Why should this House
be gagged in this way? We know that the
Government do not believe in this Bill.. I
do not believe that there is a member in the
Cabinet, with one exception, who believes in
it,- and there are not half a dozen members
in the other Chamber who believe in the Bill.
Who is compelling the Government to: take
up the attitude they are taking up to-night?
The hon. gentleman knows that a great deal
more could be said on the question, and that
the attitude he has taken up will not conduce
to the dekate being carried on in the spirit
in which he would desire: it to e carried on.
The hon. gentleman has s majority behind
him, and can do what he likes: I have heard
him asking the indulgence of ‘the House from
time: to tims, and I never heard that in-
dulgence refused. ~If this attitude is going to
bie taken up on this question,  I-do not think
it-will: be: conducive to: the- best 'conduct of
the business of the House in future.  If the
hon: gentleman- had agreed to: the adjourn-
ment; no time would have been lost by so
doing. © I do not know whether the hon.
gentleman inferred in his statement that the
second reading should be taken to-night. If
that is his intention, I am sorry there are not
half a dozen members here to speak till next
week on the question if necessary. The atti-
tude the hon. gentleman is taking up does
not reflect credit on him. I believe if he had
his own way he would act differently. I do
not believe ke has his own way on this ques-
tion; I believe there is' an outside influerice
pushing him on against his will, or he would
be prepared to give the Council an opportunity
to fully and freely discuss this important ques-
tion.  We can ‘see that' a pressure which
reflects  very much on this House has been
used. Letters have been read in this House,
and the pulpits of the - churches have: been
prostituted to coerce this House; and to-night
we have the representative of the Government
issuing: his ultimatum that this Bill must be
disposed: of this evening.

Hon:" A. H. Birrow: I did not say that.
I'said ““if the debate was to be adjourned.”

Hox. F." McDONNELL: That means the
same  thing—that this - question has to be
finished- this evening..” The hon. gentleman
knew that the Hon. Mr. Thynne had an im-
portant - social ~engagement, and some con-
sideration should have been given to that hon.
egentleman. The appeal of the ¥on. Mr.
Grayalso should have met with a more sym-
pathetic - reception.  On a "very Important
question like this it would be a bad thing to
adopt the tactics adopted in another place, and
that. is all the more reason why this motion
for the adjournment of the debate should be
accepted. i

Hon. G. W. GRAY: I think it was most
uncalled for for the hon. gentleman in charge
of the Bill to say that, unless
[7.80p:m.} the: Bill- was got through this
evening, he would take it as a

defeat of the Government.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Nou.

Hon. F. McDonwrris: That was the sub-
stance of what he said.

ionw. A H BARLOW: I will vead what I
said— ' 1f this debate is adjourned: to-nizht.
the House will be held by the Governrient to
_have rejected the Bill, for which rejection the
tnment will accepb no responsibility.”

E MeDonnell.

[COUNCIL.]

favour of the Bill have spokean.

Amendment - Bili.

How.. G. W. GRAY : That is substantially:
what T said. I never heard such ‘a statement
from: any leader of the Government in' this:
Chamber. The hon. member is not in sym-
pathy with the Bill.*' He has not expresed his:
views on the Bill at all or on the referendum;
and’ we know that neither the hon. gentleman:
nor-his; colleague, the Attorney-General, is'in:
sympathy with the. Bill

The PRESIDENT: Order, order!

Hon: . W. GRAY: I would like to:ask
the Président onwhat grounds he calls me to:
order?

The PRESIDENT: On two grounds—first,
that the: hon. gentleman ‘is departing from
the guestion before the: Council; and secondly
~-what-I should have said primarily—because
he: has already spoken: on the question before
the Couneil:

How G Wi GRAY : I have not spoken on:
the question.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member must
excuse ‘me.  He moved the motion for the
adjournment of the debate, so that he has

‘already spoken on it

How. G W. GRAY: I moved the adjourn-
ment of the debate, but I have not spoken on:
the question.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member will
excuse me.. The hon. member moved  the
motion, and therefore spoke. to it, and he has
therefore no further right to speak upon: it.
I called him to order because he was departing:
from the motion; and was proceeding to speak
on the general question of education.  He has
no right to do that on this motion.

Hown, G. W. GRAY ¢ I was under the im-
pression that we had decided the question of
the adjournment of the debate, and I beg the
President’s pardon.

How. P. MURPHY : The leader of the
House has taken up a most arbitrary attitude.
He introduced it in such a way as to lead
everyone to believe that the Government were
not in favour of the Bill,: By and by, when
some other Bill comes along; he will not be
likely to get much assistance from: the other
side. He has cringed to them on this question:
This question is attracting not only the at-
tention of hon: membeérs: of this Council, but
it is attracting a great deal 'more attention in
the. country than it did at: the time of  the
referendum. . The leader of the House is pre-
venting the Hon. Mr. Gray from speaking on
the question.- That  hon. member has" just
returned from Sydney, where he was lying on
a sick’ bed, and has been unable to prepare
his speech ; and; because we desire to give the
hon. member time to malke some preparation,
we are threatened with pains and penaltieg for
taking the business of the Council out of the
hands of the representative of the Govern-
ment. At this early period of the session it iz
not usual to ask hon. members to sit in the -
evening, but we are forced to do it on’ this
ocoasion. I believe, when the discussion started,
50 per cent. of the people of the- country
were opposed to the Bill. - I am inclined to
think 75 per cent. are opvosed. to: it now,
and by the time we arc: finished with it T
firmly beliave: that 90 per cent. will be’ dis-
gusted with the whele thing.  Not more than
four or five members out of twenty who are in
Why are the:
others dumb, and why are wo foreed to dis:
cuss it in this manner?  The Government are
taking an unreasonable stand.




Stute Edwcation Acts

Hon." A, H. Bamrow: Didn’t I point out
last night that we would sit to-night?

Hon. P: MURPHY : There was no arrange:
ment. - The hon. gentleman simply: said that
we should do’ so-and-so, whether we: liked 1%
or not.. During the six or seven years I have
been: ‘a member of the Council I have given
the hon. gentleman as much assistance as I
could: in - getting “his measures through, and
other ‘members on this side have  done ‘the
same. . This is the gratitude we are getting
the first time we ask for something reasonable:
Probably the hon. gentleman will be able to
force us to submit, but I would remind him
that there are other Bills to come before us
this session. We have a right to more con-
sideration and moreé consistency from an hon.
gentleman with such large parliamentary ex-
perience.. A} cone: time he tells us we are the
best fellows in the world, and at another time
he jumps on us and tries to put a thing down
our throats in a most unreasonable way. I
hope the hon. gentleman " will abandon this
attitude. In courtesy to the Hon. Mr: Gray,
who has before now occupied the position of
leader of the Council; I think the hon: gentle.
man- might allow the debate to be adjourned.
I am not going to put up with coercion from
the hon. gentleman. I do not think any hon.
member has-ever: had to put up with any
coercion from me. I cannot complain of the
hon. gentleman’s treatment of me so far, buf
on this occasion he appears to be very arro-
gant and unbending.

* Hon, F. T. BRENTNALL: T think it is due
to the leader of the House to call attention to
the fact that he distinetly stated last night that
he wished to go on with the Bill #ill a later
hour to-night; and he appealed to hon. mem-
bers to attend and assist him to do it.

Hon. : T. C. BsirNg: Did: hon. members
consent? - He said -he:wanted to do so.

How., F. T.. BRENTNALL": I hope the
hon. “member - will. not. be ‘perverse.. The
Minister ‘appealed to the members to make &
Hpﬁse so that business could be proceeded
with,

Hon. F. McDoxnnELL: To those who were in
favour of the Bill.

How. F. T. BRENTNALL: I say it was a
fair appeal;, and no objection was taken to it.
If thers were members of the Council who did
not wish to sit to-night and who did not wish
to 'go- on with business, they should have ob-
jected last night and opposed the hon. mem-
_ber’s appeal. So far as the Hon. Mr. Gray
is concerned, he was not here,: but those who
arée on the same side as that hon. member,
and:are supporting the amendment before the
Council, did know.

~Hon:: G, W, Gray: I want to call atten-
tion - tothe fact that this is not a party
House at all.. When I speak, I speak on the
merits or demerits of any particular question
irrespective of any party.

The PRESIDENT : Order! The Hon. Mr.
Brentnall is in possession of the House.

Hon. E. T. BRENTNALL: I do not know
what the Hon. Mr. Gray is driving "at. I
was not speaking about any party at all; I
was saying I thought the Hon. Mr. Barlow
made a fair appeal to members of this Council
last night. He asked hon; members, as far
__as they possibly could; to be here to-night to
_ do some business. . That was the position. I
do not know any party in the matter. The
Minister spoke to some of us last evening. I

that somebody asked me, not the Hon.
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Mr: Barlow himself; but - somebody asked me~—
£ I wag willing to stay after dinner that night:
T said;, “Yes, if nocessary, but'l would much
rather noti I would rather sit to-morrow night
and go home that vight”” The Minister made
the arrangement to. meet the views. of some
hon. members; and consented to adjourn at
G o'clock  yesterday, with the' distinet under-
standing that we ‘were to sit after dinner
to-night.

Hou. PoMurpEY: Yesy he invited all: mem-
bers in favour of the Bill to sit to-night.

How. BT BRENTNALL: He' did not
appeal to those in favour of the Bill any more
than to other hon. members—he openly asked
hon. mermters to make a House tormight and
goon with business. Inresponse to that'appeal
the Minister has a good House, and he wants
to go on with the business.. It is a part of
the bargain, and the Hon. Mr. Murphy and
others may talk as much as they like against
it, but there was a distinet understanding last
night that if we did not sit after tea yesterday
we would undertake to be here to-night.

Hown. B. FAHEY : It is not often we have
the phenomenon i this Chamber of seeing
the Hon: Mr. Brentnall' patting the leader of
the House on the back:

Hon. F. T. BRENTNALL:- Stick to the ques-
tion:

Hown. B. FAHEY: We have seen that to-
night. . What manner of man is this who
leads this House? He blows hot and cold
just as it suits him. He wants now to oppress
a - minority. - He brought thiz Bill in and
dealt: with it in @ manner that no Bill has
ever been dealt with in this House before.
He looked at it, threw it on'the table as if it
were an unclean thing, and indicated to hon.
members - of - this: House that. he had mno
sympathy whatever with it; and it ig a well-
known: fact that a large majority of his col-
leagues in the Cabinet have no sympathy with
it. He' wants: now: to prevent: this House ad-
journing and to force: this: Bill .upon  us
whether we like it or not. . I assure hon. mem-
bers that T am not going to stonewall thissub-
jeet: (Laughter.) I am going to exercise my
rights in this' House whether it pleases hon.
members opposite or not. Iam a free man in a
free country, and I hope ‘in a free Parliament.
The Minister led the public, as well as mem-
bers of this House. to believe he:had no
symmathy with thig Bill,

- Hon. A. H. Barrtow: That is not a fact.
I never said I had no sympathy with if.

HnN. B. FAHEY : The hon. member has led
every member of this House to beliéve that he
has no sympathy ‘with ' it,  ‘and he /has told
people outside of the House he has no sym-
pathy with it. He poses. in-fact; as the joker
of this. Council, and: let me tell the hon.
member—-—

The PRESIDENT : Order, order !

Hon. B. FAHEY: He told this House-——

The PRESIDENT: Order, order!  Will the
hon. member permit me to recall him to the
question before the Council—that is, that the
dehate be now adjourned. His remarks should
be confined to that question.

Howx. B. FAHEY : I am simply commenting
upon the inconsistency  of the leader of this
House in standing up in his place and op-
posing the adiournment of the dabate. T have
stood beside the hon. meraber here when he
was in & minority, and he cannot deny it.
When we wanted this House made and kept
i astinn—kept in’ hattle=~nine of us stood
hestde: him: here  and: foneht thirty hon. mem-

‘“bers on the other side; ' He cannot deny that I

Hon. B. Fahey.]
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on those occasions and on every occasion gave
him my strongest aid and assistance.. The
hon. member now insists in oppressing. the
very minority that assisted him cn those
occasions. :

Hon. A, H. Barrow:
harrow then.

How. B. FAHEY : And we helged to plough

I. 'was under the

his  furrow. The Minister knows that: he
has a majority at  his back on this. occa-
sion. . He is making 'a  personal  matier

“.of it, and he is oppressing his best friends:

Yes, he is doing 1t at the instance of ‘one
or: two: hon. members on  the  other side,
and ‘they are doing it at the instance of
a - few peoplé  outside. - This ' country and
thig “House  ‘has: done without this Bill' for
the last thirty-four years,” and ‘now that the
Billis'hrought befors us the hon. member will
Hot allow us to discuss 1t Ie insists that it
shall be forced upon: us ‘whether we like it or
not. I can assurethe hon! miember that this Bill
will not ‘econduce to the peace of this State,
and yet he now insists in’ foreing: it through
inone evening, before even the public have
had an’ opportunity of considering the argu-
ments that have been adduced against it in this
House—and - unanswerable arguments, ~ too.
Neither the hon. member himself  nor his
colleaguie nor any hon. member on the other
side. has attempted for a moment to  con-
frovert these arguments. The hon: member
gays, “I gave you due notice last night.”’
Whom did the hon. gentleman consult when
he gave that notice?

Hon. A H. Bazrow: The House.

How. B.FAHEY: He consulted his newly-
found friends, and, as he usually does, makes
use of them, as he said yesterday, ¢ to compel
this Council to sink beneath the gutter.”

Hon.  A. H. BArwow: I said it would fall
beneath the contempt of the people, not the
““gutter.”

How. B. FAHEY : If any hon. member is
calculated  to put’ this' House beneath the
gutter it g  the hon. member who i our
nominal léader by his inconsistericy, and I am
not going to tolerate anything of that kind
from him or from anyone occupying his posi-
tion’in this House:

Hon. A, H. BARLOW : I rise to a point
of order. "I refer the hon. member to Hansard,
and he will find there was nothing said aboub
the gutter. What I said was, ¢ If the House
refuses to pass this Bill it would sink almost
beneath contempt.” .

The PRESIDENT: I hope the Hon. Mr.
Fahey will accept the. explanation.

How. B. FAHEY: I may be permitted to
read what the hon. member said as reported
in this morning’s paper:

Hon. A, H. Bartow: What are you reading
from?

Hon., ' B. FAHEY: From  the Brisbane
Courier, which states—

Mr. Barlow s»#id if the Housga refused to pass that Bill
it'wounld sink velow the level of the gutter.

Hon. A H. Barrow: That is absolutely
untrue.

Hox. B, FAHEY : I alss read it this evening
inthe' Telegraph, so - that there. must be
gome truthiin it; and: I ¢can endorse it, as I
heard it stated. . The hon. gentleman has fre-
quently interjected while other members have
been speaking; but he has never favoured the

[Hon: B. Fahey:
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Council: with. his views on’ this amendment,
and I think in common courtesy he. should
allow other hon. gentlemen to éx-

[8 p.an.] press their views. I am not stone-

walling; - I do not intend ' to
stonewall: but I mtend to make my protest
against’ the  unkind ‘and  unwarrantable “atti-
tude which the Hon. Mr, Barlow has assumed
in-regard to' this amendment.  He is practi-
cally making & personal matter of it.. Does
the hon. gentlenan’ imagine that because he
happens to. be nominal leader' of this: House
we are to do his bidding as if he were a Czar,
and - attempts “to convert this: House 'into a
Czardom? 1 have come here to do my duiy,
and ‘as long as T'ard here I intend to support
that which 1 cousider to be ‘right. L . will
support. the hon. gentleman when: he brings
forward ‘anything of ‘which I approve; but I
am o} going to be a slavish follower of the
hon. gentleman, and never have been:

The PRESIDENT: Will the hon. gentle:
man permif me fo again recall him to the
question before the Council, which is *‘ That
the debate be now adjourned”’?

Hon: B. FAHEY: To us who are supporting
this most important - amendment this is- a
very serious matter, and it is a serious matter
to thousands of people in this country who
are not of my religious persuasion.. It ig im-
portant. that - every opportunity should - be
given for the consideration of this Bill, and
that if we cannot defeat it we should have
the opportunity of making it as harmless of evil
and equitable as'we can. The hon. gentleman
may resist as many adjournments as he likes,
but he will never exhibit in this House his
latent despotism at my expense with impunity.

Hon."A. H. BARLOW : I wish to make a
personal explanation. I have hére a copy of
Hansard, and I give the House my word of
honour that I have not communicated with
the shorthand writers or. doctored the report
in any. way.  Here is what it states—

Let ie suy, with all respeet, that; if- the Conueil
permits this yuestion 16 be talked 'out or obstruocted,
the Qounell will lose its prestige. - (Hear; hear 1 And
the way will be waide ¢lear for the abslition of a House
of Legislature that is incapable of ratifying the will of
the: peoplé. If a I use. refuses to ratify a veferendim
with a majority ot 17,500 v o es; that House will sink
almost beneath coutémpt.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I would like
to appeal to hon. members to 'put anend to
this absurd: discussion,  because T'think it  will
have a. tendency to: make the  Coungil lose
prestige. " The motion for adjournment is a
most. unteasonablé one. Because the repre-
sentative of the  Government will not’allow
the business of the House to be taken out of
his hands, he is charged with ingratitude,
and with using coercion, and is threatened
with divers pains and penalties.. The amus-
ing feature is that this motion for adjourn-
ment iz supported in the interests of  the
Hon. Mr. Gray, for whom an extraordinary
amount of sympathy has béen shown by mem-
bers, who have suddenly taken a great in-
terest in his health. ' I do not suppose. that
any hon. member is' more astonished:at the
amount of  sympathy - manifested ' than' the
Hon.: Mr, Gray- himself. - I 'may" point. out
that the Hon: Mr. Gray’s chance of speaking
on the Bill will not be. interfered with by
the debate going on, and that he:will: have
plenty of opportunity  of speaking. = As the
representative of . the  Government hag’ ex-
plained, the second-reading debate: has heen
already taken' on six days, which is a' most
unprecedented: . time: for a . second-reading
debate in" this Chamber ;. and we' are only
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now on the fringe of ‘the subjec, judging: by
the attitude taken up by some hon. members.
The measure is a perfectly simple one; and: it
is net the first. time: it has come up. for dis-
cuss:on. . The Referendum  Bill: was ' passed
two - years ago, when the quéstion: was dis-
¢ussed not only here but in the cther Cham-
ber ‘and in - the country; and thers is no
aspect of the measure with which hon. mem-
bers are not  perfectly familiar. - After the

second-reading debate had gone on five days,

the ~representative: of the Government last
night" did & perfectly fair thing in pointing
«out the length of time that had been occupied
and in making an arrangement practically that
we would sit” to-night after tea; and go on
with the measure as far as we could.. Hon.
members in supporting this motion for ad-
journment: are practically asking the  repre-
sentative  of the Governmeént to commit' a
breach of ~faith . with members who = have
given up. engagements and country members
“who have remained in ‘town to'bs here: to-
night. Under the circumstances; 1t would be
absolute folly for the hon: gentleman to-allow

the  Business: to ‘be taken: out of his hands.:

Moreover, anyone who has’ listened to the
discussion: inust: come to’ the: conclusion that
the reasons given:for the adjournmeént arenot
serious, and that the real object is to pro-
long the debate. I hope hon: members will
not” further prolong the discussion, but  will
allow us to get on with business.

Hox. T. C.'BREIRNE": I rise to support the
motion of the Hon, Mr, Gray that the debate
be now adjourned. . No reason has been given
by the representative of the Government for
rushing this Bill through; and as a reason
for' the adjournment of the debate I may
draw. attention to ‘a' statement made by the
Premier which appears in Hansard.

The PRESIDENT . Order!

How, T. C. BEIRNE: I will'not read from
Hanserd, but I may say he made the state-
ment - that- the 25th October was the date he
fixed for himself in* advance fortaking this
Bill in Committee in" another place.. In the
ordinary course of events, it would take a
fortnight to” go through Committee; in that
case we could not get through the Bill in
time for It to reach the Assembly on that
date. . Another reason in’ favour of the ad-
journment is that the Bill was guillotined in
another place and did not receive that care-
ful. consideration - which its importance de-
manded: ~ For: that reason’ it requires. very
much more consideration here’ than it ‘would
have received if it had- got the consideration
it ought to have. got: in another place.  The
leader of the:Mouse stated, a§ a reason. for
continuing the debate” than-an arrangement
was. made: last night. - Now, -thase are  his
words——

T sask those. hon. members-who desire to see tha Bill
carried: out: toattend: from:to-moreo~: in sufficient
yumbers and with 'suficient reguldrity to énable me to
carry this matter toa finish:

I really §es no reason why the debate should
not. be ‘adjourned, ‘and I sincerely hope that
even ‘at this: eleventh hour the hon. gentleman

will reconsider his position, and allow the de-

bate to. be adjourned until to-morrow.

Hox. A. A DAVEY: Taking all the cir-
cumstances  into consideration; the leader of
the House has taken up a harsh, unréasonable
position. . There is.: a- 'certain ' amount of
coercion about it. This measure iy the most
important that has been before the Council
since’ I became a member, and the speeches
made in favour of the amendment have thrown

[2 NoveMBER.]
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a great deal of light on’ the subject; but I
venture to think that the people of Queensland
want to have the question still more fully dis-
cussed. There has been an attempt made to
associate: me  with 'a certain section of this
House, ‘but it must be patent to every hon.
member that there is nothing in'it.  We have
not unduly prolonged the debate on the amend-
ment, whicl  affects - one ‘of thé  most vital
points. in' the Bill. I 'would not like to be a
party to any political crists.

Hon. A H. Barrow A crisis here! (Laugh-
ter.)
HoN. AL AL DAVEY i Yes, a/crisis. I have

every sympathy with:the good work that has
been done by the: Government, and I would
not like to take any action that would hinder
the continuance of that good work, but that
is no reason why the ‘debate should be hurried
through: ¥ did not understand that there was
any -arrangement entered into. about sitbting
late to-night. The leader of the House cer-
tainly said that he wanted to finish the debate
to-night;,: bub there was no ‘“ deal ”’ about it.
Hon, F.-'E.  BrenTtNALL: Nobody: objected.

Hon. A: A DAVEY': So faras I am aware,
thers: was no arrangernent  made. 1 intend to
support the motion for the adjournment of the:
debate. :

Hox. C. ¥, NIELSON: I am’ surprised at
the Minister in charge of the Bill attempting
to deal with the Council in a dictatorial ‘and
high-handed manner. I think the motion is a
perfectly  fair- one.  The - Attorney-General
came in in a meteoric fashion—he has not been
here all the afterncon—and said that it would
be a good thing for us to go on working. He
said this was & perfectly simple measure. If
he refers merely to the wording of the Bill,
he may be correct, but it involves very serious
questions,. The Hon. Mr: Barlow has refused
to throw any light on it. "As to the Attorney-
General’s plea on behalf of country members,
T come from as great a distance and at as great
inconvenience as any hon. member; and I give
as. much’ time to the matters coming before
the Council as I'can afford; but I do not want
the House to sit late at night because I come
from a distance.”. When the Hon. Mr. Gray
moved the adjournment of the debate, the
© Whip” of the Government whispered to sup-
porters of the Bill that they must oppose the
motion. . He made a mistake, because  he -
whispered in my-eat, too. ' (Laughter.) I do
not think it is at all fair that we should be
coerced: into sitbing Here in this way. Members
from the Gympie, Maryhorough, and Bunda-
berg: districts; and from further North; cannot
get-home on Thursday. At the beginning of
the: session 'we sit ot Tuegdays and  Wednes-
days; and we would just: as soon sit on Thurs:
days, as we cannot get home:.  Thursday has
now.: been: made' a sitting ‘day, too, and now:
the Minister wants us to have night sittings
in’addition.  If the Minister would enlighten
us on the subject; I ' would not: mind listening:
to him, but he desires that those who are
opposed to-the Bill should exhaust themselves.
so. that he caun get the Bill put through at
once,

Hon.: A.-H. Barzow: That is the A B Cof
parliamentary tactics.

Hown. C. ¥.-NIELSON: Then the sconer we.
get a new alphabet the better. The measure.
has been reasonably discussed by those who
have spoken; but there are many hon. mem-
bers who have not spoken at all.: There is

any amount of material to be sup-

[8.80 p.m.] plied upon which it would be well
for the Minister to reflect. I thinle

the amendment is a very reasonable one; and

Hon. 0. F. Nielson.]
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et not one” word have we got upon the sub-
‘;'yect from either Minister.” The hon. member
told us of the dire results that will follow if
-we do not go on with this Bill, but we are
not here altogether fo consider what may be
thought of our actions in this House so far as
crises go.

The PRESIDENT : Order, order!

How. C. F. NIELSON: I am here to ¢on-
sider the results of my own actions so far as
taking part in the business of this Hougers

The PRESIDENT: Order, order! The: hon:
member is: departing from: the question.  The
question is that'the debate be now adjourned.

Hox. C. F. NIELSON: I'say those who are
i favour of “the adjournment of the debate
are entitled ‘to-some ‘consideration.  We are
not. ‘pleading for: very much.  We are not
asking for anything unusual. Tt is most un-
ugual in the history of this House to sit after
tea  at-all; ‘extept at the end .of the? session
when an accumulation of - business is before
the  House, and it is necessary to get it
through in order to come to a final point of

parliamentary business at the same time as

ancther place. Until that time arrives I do
not thinl? that it is a fair thing to ask hon.
members to sit after tea. s

How. ¢ 8. McGHIE: T am in favour of the

adjournment of the debate, and I would point

out; as has been stated by the Hon. Mr. Niel
son, that some hon. members have come some
distance to do the business of the House, and
© in the earlier stages of the session, 1durm_g the
first five or s'x weeks, it was simply adjourn-
ment every time.. Now we are asked to stay
after tea and sit till & late hour.. Why? I
think it iy very hard on those hon. members
who come a longz distance, and really the
matter under. consideration could very well
bear a good deal more discussion. Certainly
hon. ‘members might throw very much more
light "on’ the subject; and it is unfair' to ask
them to come here at night, and also to come
another: day in the week; and I think it 1s
yery reasonable that the House should: ad-
journ: 1

Question—That the Council do now adjourn
—put - and negatived:

How. G W. GRAY : I am distinctly obliged
to hon: members for their expressions of sym-
pathy towards myself. - I asked for the ad-
journment as I would have preferred an op-
portunity of speaking on this question to-
morrow instead of to-night.” I have not had
an opportunity of being present at the debates
since the Bill has been before the Chamber,
but what surprises me more than anything
else is the absence of any seriousness on the
part of the Minister in connection with this
measure. -From my point of view it is one of
the most sericus measures—the most conten-
tious and fraught with more serious conse-
quences to the people of this State than any
measure that has ever been before this House
previously. One would naturally expect that
when the Minister introduced the measure he
would have afforded us some explanation as to
the necessity of the Bill. 8o far as the re-
ferendam is concernea, that is simply. &
machinery matter; but as to the Bill itself, it
has been termed *a simple ‘measure.”” I do
nob consider it 'a " simple measure by any
means. "I look upon it as a dead serious mesa.
sure; ‘and one which we should consider in all
seriousness, perhaps more so than any other

[Hon. C. F. Nielson.
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measure that has ever been placed before us.
The Minister simply read the clavses of the
Bill, and at the finish of his remarks said—

The effect of the clauses I have read to hon. members
i8 to provide for thisreligious instruction and the sweep-
ing away of the word “ secular” wherever itis contuined
in'the Act.

That 'is''to 'say, the secular clauses of " the
Education Act are swept away. It is a mat
ter 1 have been brought into touch with a
good deal.  I'took exception to the referen-
dum: mieasure; and. T consider I have every
right t6.do so now that ‘we have the Bill befors,
us. " The Bill' is: to. make provision - for re-
ligious instruction in’ State schools. - Such a
thing was never conternplated when the Edu:
cation “Act was brought in in 1873 by Sir

:Charles  Lilley. 'Since: that  time we have

spent over- £8,000,000 on’ education. . I have
taken the figures out year after' year and
I have them in my possession.. We are deal-
ing with a very important department; over
which my hon. friend has presided for many
years, and he proved himself an able Minis-
ter. I paid him that compliment. before,
and I do it now.. What he takes in hand
he does well. To sweep away one material
point in that Act—the word . “ secular’-is.
to my mind, one of the most serious things
ever contemplated since: we have adopted
State education. I only had the Bill placed
before me yesterday, and: I nokice that it
provides for Bible lessons being read by the
pupils in the State schools, and thai the
ministers of religion of the various denomi.
nations may teach religion in the schools,

cand also expound their ideas in’ connection

with: those particular subjects: = There - is
nothing in the measure itself with regard to
what lessons are to be taught, mnor has it
been explained what those lessons are and
what limits are to be placed on this religious
instruction' in the State schools. When I
read the amendment moved by the Hon, M.
Beirne, I tock it to mean that if we adopted
the amendment  we might come" to. some
understanding between us as o the questions
to_ be dealt: with by the teachers and  the
ministers - of - different denominations. Tt
138 very 'serious thing to’ think that that
power is to be ‘given away, and during’ the
discussion it 'was admitted by the. Hon. Mr.
Brentnall - that' there are guestions in the
text-books of New South Wales that should
not” be included in the lessons given to chil-
dren. We would. like, “under  the circum-
stances; to. know some details as to what the
teaching s t0 be.  In ordinary  Bills “we
permit regulations to be made by the Go-
vernor in Council.” That we are naturally
bound to dd, but this is t00 serious a messure
to leave it subject to regulations: The les-
sons ought to-be defined. It is the first time
we have ever had before us a question of
this sort dealing with all the denominations
thrqug.hout.Queensland, and the seriousness
of it is evidenced by the rampant way in
which the actions of members of this House
have been dealt with by persons outside the
House before members have had sn oppor-
tunity of - speaking. I think better taste
ought to have been ‘displayed by the  heads
of these denominations or churches when a
measure of this sort is before us. I took the
trouble to look up a few facts which justify
me. in taking the view I do against this
measure. My experience goes back. to 1873;
and I hold 'in-my hand & speech ‘of ' Sip
Charles Lilley, then -Mr. Lilley, ‘on'the
question of State education.  To that gentle:
man, we all know, belongs the credit 6f pro-
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widing for secular education in this State.
We were the: first colony of the Australian
.group to bring that about, and to Sir Charles
Lilley. we. owe a’ lasting * debt of ' gratitude:
This is what he said--

If you' can- settle among yourselves certain general
prineiples whicn ail alike can receive, I will allow: the
State school teacher 10 impdrt’ vthem to the children;
but it it eannot be carried out, why, then, I contend
we have 10 other course to pursue than 10 give secular
education to all, aud les the religious instraction be
given by .recognived teachers: of rch’gion,‘ in their
.churchey, the homes of the pupils, or their Sunday.
sehools. I'would, mereover, grant to them the right of
going to thie Natior al schools at certain hours, impart-
ing to the children of their own faith their specisl
religious tesching., These are my views Ot the qucs-
tiom.

All that opportunity was offered, and: since
1873 up to the present time what religious
denomination has  taken advantage of it?
All the school: buildings are available for the
different religious denominations to teach the
children;

" Hon, A. H. Bsriow: There is a good deal
of advantage taken of it after school hours.

How. G, W. GRAY: I think the latitude
permitted under Sir Charles Lilley’s Bill was
ample, and it is a serious thing o make any
change. It was enacted that religious instruc-
tion might be given by ministers. of reli-
gion; but it must be- before or after school
- houyrs.. That has continued up to the present
time; and the effect has been that the State
schools of Queensland are freer from secular
feeling than the State schools in any other
part of Australia. I have often heard it re-
marked that we are freer in Queensland than
they are in any other State from any feelings
of that sort,and I hold thatif thisschedule 15
adopted sectarianism will date from: that day.
‘That is  the: position. that I take up: here.
Here we.have in the schedule a schoolmaster
permitted - to - teach religion-~it ‘goes: “one
better than the Bill itself: “I think, under the
ciroumstances, it would be improper to allow
teachers to: impart religious  instruction; and
I hold it should not be done except in mixed
schools. - T look upon this as a very serious
measure, especially in view of the sectarian
agitation which has “already ‘started outside
the House. Never has this House been
attacked over any measure as it has been over
this measure. I took the trouble some four
years ago to prepare - statements regarding
expenditure, and I have brought it up to
date. - In 1908 it stood at £7,500,000; it now
stands. at over £8,000,000; and of that sum
25 per. cent. has been contributed by the
Latholics of Queensland:. In addition to that,
not. being  able to take advantage of Sir
Charles: Lilley’s Bill, théy commenced build-
ing their own schools; and between sites and
buildings, from: first to last, their expense has
been not less: than £500,000.. Now 1t is pro-
posed: to: completely annul that and devete
the ‘whole of the State schools of Queensland
o teaching: religion ‘and giving ‘a free hand
to. religious -denominations ‘to . exercise  the
Tight during’ schools  hours:
quires some: amendment in’ Commitées, and I
rather favour the motion moved by the 'Hon;
Mr. Beirne, because I think if this-is delayed
we’ might meet together and: consider some
teaching or lessons that - would meet  with
general approval. . There are several denocmi-
nations taking the same view as: the Catholics
in connection with this measure—-they object
to their  children - being taught religion  in
schools;

It certainly re- -

Amendment Bill. 1823

Hon. A, H. Bartow: There is a consclence
clause: )

How.: G W. GRAY: There is a conscience
clausé certainly, but these lessons are to be
imparted by people’ who are not trained to
give instriction in this subject; and I would
Like to see it made: obligatory on: the head
master to remove’ the children not of that
particular  denomination ~when ‘religious  in-
struction is going: on.

Hon,  A. H. Barrow: Any child can refuse
to-goiand be taught.

-Hon.: G W. GRAY : But itshould be made
compulsory on the head teacher to see he is
not taught. I do not see 'any objection to the
amendment, which will give an opportunity for
submitting lessons. . Vou have the text-books
of New South Wales. :

& Hon. A. H. Barrow: Put them bhehind the
re.

Ton. G. W. GRAY : T am inclined to favour
the damendment.

Hon. A H. Birrow: The only objection is
that it will kill the Bill.

Hon. G. W. GRAY : I do not go so far as
that,” but I have a serious objection to the
measurs. - Already sectarian feeling is ram-
pant outside ; “and what will' it be when the
Bill  is" put: into. operation? ' I have been
brought a good deal in touch with' Sir Charles
Lilley’s Act, and I regret that such a Bill as
this has been brought before the (jueensland
Parliament.. I know that the Hon: Mr.
Barlow feels more keenly than anyons else in
this Chamber the seriousness of this question,
and I appealto him now toseriously c¢onsider
the motion; "and give us an opportunity of
coming to an understanding with regard to
the text-books which we may fairly allow to be
pub into the hands of children attending State
schools; otherwise I fear that very much harm
will happen.. I will only add that I seriously
regret that I have had to take part in the pro-
posed ~ alteration. of the = existing  law with
respect to education in Queensland.

* Hown. F.  MCDONNELL: I regret that at

this late hour I have to offer a few remarks

on the amendment, and before

[9p.m.] commencing to do so I would

. like to ask the leader ‘of  the

House if he will consider at this juncture
the advisability of adjourning the debate.

Hon. A. H. Barrow: I am sorry I cannot
do that.. I am not struggling for a victory,
but I cannot allow the business to be taken
out of my hands.

Hon. F. McDONNELL: I regret- that 1
am forced into the positon of either speak-
ing on the amendment to-night or:of losing
my right to speak.: The amendment is' the
most vital point in the Bill; ‘and I would
again  ask® the: hon. gentleman if he will
consent to an adjournment of the debate.

Hon. A.-H. 'Biprow : I do not wish that
we. should 'sit till an unreasonable hour, but
I think: we ‘might very well hear the hon.

‘member- till:10 o’clock:

How. F. McDONNELL:  If the hon.
gentleman will “agree to "allow me to con-
tinue my. speech to-morrow if I move the
adjournment of ' the debate at 10 o’clock,
I am prepared to.go cn fill then, but I do
not ‘think I can finish by that hour. If I
sit down now, will the hon. gentleman agree
to the ‘adjournment of the debate?

Hon. T, M: Hawn: No.

Hon. F. M¢Donnell.]
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Hox. P. McDONNELL : I am asking the
leader of the Government.

Hon.. W. H. CampeBeLL: We were asked to
attend this evening, and we put off ‘our
engagements, and we have a right to a voice
in the matter.

Hon. A. H. Barrow:  In: justice to' the
hon. members who have come here to.sup-
port me, I cannot consent to an adjournment
at this early hour:

How. ¥F. MoDONNELL: I am sorry the
hon: ‘gentleman  cannot see his way: to agree
to my - request, and I suppose I must go on
and make the best of it. The amendment is
the  ‘most important feature in the whole
Bill;and on 1t will arise the whole question
of sectarianism. The leader of the Govern:
ment has not been able to give us any infor-
mation regarding the persons who are to
compile the lessons:

Hon. A. H. Bantow: The Secretary: for
Public Instruction said in the Assembly: that
his present intention is to appoint two in-
spectors—Maessrs. Canny ‘and Kennedy—two
teachers—Messrs. Exley and’ Papi—and Mr.
B Wi Fowles:

Hox. F. McDONNELL: There is nothing
satisfactory before us. All the gentlemen
mentiohed, with' one exception, are officers
of  the Department of Public Instruction;
and; with two ' exceptions, I have no confi-
derice in them. The two to whom I would
not object are Messrs. Canny and Fowles. It
is well known that at least two of the other
three have strong feelings on the question.
Assuming that these gentlemen  are ap-
pointed, what right will this House have to
review their work?  There is no court of
review, and one or two members of the com-
mittee will be overruled by the other three;
and we know that officials may think it
advisable, in their own interests, to compile
lossons which . will “be’ in unisori with tho
views of the Minister.

Hon. A. H. Birrow :  The Minister does
not care anything: about: it.

Hox, 'F. McDONNELL: But that is a
natural position for officers of . the: depart-
ment to take up. I do not wish to say any-
thing “derogatory to the hon.. gentleman: at
the head of the department;: but I am justi
fied in' not having “any confidence in him
from- the fact that within the last two years
he stated in -another place that the Pre-
mier was drummed out of his native town
of Falkirk, and, although the statement has
been proved to be untrue, the hon. gentle-
man has never yet either withdrawn it or
apologised for making it.

Hon. A. H. Barrow : He will not put that
into the lesson-books.

Hox. F. McDONNELL: But suppose he
guperintends. the compilation of the lesson-
books.

Hon.” A. H. Barrow: He will have no
more to do with.the work than you will.

How. F. McDONNELL": Then who will?

Hon. A. H. Barrow : Mr. Ree, Mr. Story,
and the committee.

Hox, F. McCDONNELL: The hon: gentle-
man did not mention Mr. Roe and Mr. Story
outgide.. There is-a very strong league of
that this- movement: has been worked from
outside. ;- There is a  very strone league: of
clergymen’ of & ‘certain - denomination  and
of ladies who have great influence... Does

[Hon. F. McDonnell. ;

[COUNOCIL.]

Amendment. Bill,

any -hon. member think that' that -Ieague
and those ladies are not: going to have a
big"say in’ this question?

Hon. A: H. BarLow: They are not going to
have any say ab all.

Hown. F. McDONNELL: They have a big
say-now, as the league is running this Bill and
the Government; too;

Heon. A: H. Bartow: ' No; it is not.

Hon. F. McDONNELL: We  know: that
every member of the Cabinet, with the excep-:
tion of one, ig opposed to the Bill,; and that.
there are not half a dozen members in another
place who are honestly in favour of the Bill
on principle. But so much coercion and intimi-
dation have been used that the Government
are forced against: their will 'to  go onwith:
the Bill; and 1 contend that the league and:
the ladies are not going to allow anybody tos
compile the lessons unless they have a finger
in'the pie. " That is one of the reasons why the
amendment has been moved.. Those who are
opposed to the Bill have been accused of mov-
ing’ the - amendment - for purely obstructive
reasons. The Hon. Mr. Brentnall to-day, with
that Christian charity which always charac-
terises him, has stated that the amendment has
been moved for the purpose of wrecking the
Bill.. We look upon the Bill as tyrannical, and
to. make it less objectionable, this amendment
has been moved. The leader of the Govern-
ment, both here and in another place, has
sometimes been strongly opposed to Bills; but,
when he has known that those Bills will be
carried, despite  'all - his . opposition, he. has
moved amendments of this nature. Then why
should hon. members supporting this amend-
ment be accused of desiring to wreck the Bill?
1 do not deny that I shall do everything in my
power to defeat the Bill; but we know that
we shall not be able 10 defeat it on the second
reading, so we are endeavouring, by means of
this amendment, to remove much of the objec-
tion to the Bill: I am sure hon. members are
not ‘aware that the lessons in. Western Aus-
tralia-—~where the lessons are not open to: the
same. serious objections as those in the New
South  Wales series of lessons—were submitted
to' Parliament.  The lessons: that were to be
taught " in  the  schools 'were  submitted = to
Parliament. At the :present  time - there
is'an’ agitation in: New = Zealand: for  the
introduction of  religious: teaching it State
schools. Tt has'  not  been  carried . yebt.
‘What has the Bible League in New Zealand
done? They have drawn up the lessons which
they propose shall be adopted; and they have
published  those lessons broadcast.. That, T
think, is ' a wise precaution. But, coming
nearer home, what do we find? In Victoria,
in 1900, a Royal Commission was appointed to
inquire into this question, and that Royal
Commission drew up a series of lessons that
were to be embodied ina similar Bill to this.
Those lessons were tabulated and placed: be-
fore Parliament. A referendum was held in
1904, ‘and that referendum 'was rejected ' in
Victoria, but in. Viectoria even. the Bible
League did not oppose the universal desireof
the people that they should know what lessons
were to. be submitted to the pupils:of the
schools. What are we doing here-at the pre-
sent time? Hon. members who are supporting
the amendment  are. simply: following: in ‘the
footsteps  of  New ' Zealand, Victoria, ‘and
Western Australia. Is there anything unrea-
sonable in our request? L think the Bible:
League themselves, with all theirpower, if they
want to disarm the opponents of this messure
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—if they want to show the country that they
desire  purely  Bible  lessons: which - have ' no
proselytising effects to be introduced into our
schools—~should gladly welcome' an amendment
of “this nature.’ But, no; they have told the
Government they are going to have the whole
hog or nothing, ‘and I believe myself froni the
knowledge I have of members of the Govern-
ment:if they had their way—~which they have
not in ‘respect to this question—they would be
prepared to: accept an amendment of - this
nature.. We must not think for a moment that
Queensland 18 the whole world. This particular
question, as I stated before, has been dealt
with in. Victoria within. the last four or five
years, and the referendum that was submitted
there was rejected on a vote of the people; but
as: late as the 26th of October last this ques-
tion was - again. submitted to the peocple in
Victoria, and I think I am justified in placing
before the Housé the attitude taken up by the
Victorian Parliament. An Education Bill was
brought before the Victorian Parliament, and

“aogentleman there who ‘was a Minister in the

late Government, Mr. Swinburne, introduced
an amendment to the Bill. I ask hon. mem-
bers to bear with ‘me while I read the terms
of that amendment; in order to show the wide
difference: between the “attibude taken up in
Victoria and the attitude taken up in Queens-
land. * Mr. Swinburte nioved the ingertion of a
new. clause, providing for a referendum to be
taken on the question-that is, the introduc-
tion of religious instruction into the State
schools, and this is the form of the amend-
ment—

Are you in favour of unsectarian Scripture lessons
being given in State schools during the school hours
t0. those children ‘whosé. parents do. not object, and
by State school teachers who ‘have no- conscientious
objections ? : :

There is a wide: difference between ‘our Bill
and - the Bill that was introduced in the Vic-
torian Parliament, which provided for unsec-
tarian: Scriptural lessons, and a definite pro-
posal was made that the conscientious scruples

of ‘the! teacher as well as the child should be: -

respected. " What is the position here?’ The
Bible in State Schools League tells us that if
any amendment of that nature is introduced
here the Bill will be lost.

Hon. A. H. BarLow': - They did not say so.

How:  F. . McDONNELL: . They  un-
doubtedly said that.. They stated in- that
imiportant manifesto. that has been issued
to the people of Queensland—that manifesto
that has promised all the pains and penalties
that will: be inflicted on this - House if they
dotted an ‘1”7 or crossed a ‘‘t.’" in‘ this Bill
=we dare not bring in any amendment that
will ‘provide for the- conscientious scruples
of “the teachers.  In what manner was this
proposal - of -Mr. Swinburne’s dealt with?
There you have a Government, I am glad to
say, that is not under the thumb: of any
sectarian society. - At 'all’events; they showed
their independence, and “the Minister for
Education in Victoria: received: Mr. Swin-
burne’s. amendment in this' manner—I  am
now reading from the. Melbourne drgyus—-

Mr. A, A. Billson replied that Mr. Swinburae had
submitted his new clauses to the House in & manner
which they all must admire.. (Hear, hear!) It was
a'question upon which the Government bore an' open

i mind, and. upon which members could vote. with

Yegard only to their individual judgment. It was
a-question which could never be satisfactorily settled
by a referendum.. He was¢ not one to. scoff st reli-
gion. “He regarded the Ten Commandments as the
basis of all ‘morality, but he knew that upon the
broader question opinions were divided, and wnot
least the opinions of the clergy themselves.
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And that isa fact here in Queensland, too; in
fact, I know clergymen myself who ~are
opposed ‘to this Bill—

There were believers as well as unbelievers, and
the effect of the proposed teaching would be to
withdraw the children of the unbelievers from the
sohools, True liberty recognised the right to be-
liéve or not to believe, and the present proposal was
one which would interfere with that fundamental
principle. The church had its appointed place, and
the Bill was so framed that it should not interfere
with the conscience of anyons. It has been said
that all that was required was an expression of the
opinion of the majority, butin the present cage the
matter was to he looked at from another point’of
view.  Was ‘the question one which ought’ to be
submitted to the people? What wos the Iieaning
of the word ‘“unsectarian’ itself?. Was the State
going to obtain by this suggested mesns any richer
result than it did under the present system? ' Did
Mr. Swinburne think that the mere reading of eold
print would lead to any better result? He listened
in vain for the voice of any member of the House
who would say that our boys and- girls were nob
new obtaining the education which would make the.
hest of them. Such things were being said, but he
was glad to say it was outside the House, and he
would add that any Minister who did so was degrad-
ing the office entrusted to: him.  Could it be said
that the opinion of the majority could be upheld?
Where consciénce was the governing principle, ma-
jority rule: could not be upheld: - Rights of con-
science were: individual and several.: There was no
reason why' special moral lessons should not be pre-
pared in connection with the. State schools;. for
instance, in the form of the singing of hymns and
gongs. That would strengthen our schools without
offending anyoue.  The State should be so conducted
ag to build up good men and good women.. Religious
instruction, to be effective, must appeal to the emo-
tions, and, moreover, could not be given  unless
by teachers who thoroughly believed in ‘what they
taught, If parents were going to call on the State
to impart religious instruction it was a lamenfable
confession of failure and shifting: of responsibility.
He was prepared at once to give Instructions for the
preparation of such lessons: as” he:had indicated:
Miusic, properly cultivated, struck: at the chief and
hest  elements of humanity. It 'was’ because he
‘thought such a thing was possible under the present
Rducation Act that he was going to vote against
the new clauses.

What ‘was the result “of - Mr. Swinburne’s
amendment 1n the: Victorian Parliament? I
do not wish to read the remarks of other
members which. were even stronger: on the
point: ‘of “conscience ‘and the rights of ‘the
minority. . After- a debate a division was
taken, - and . Mr.  Swinburne’s- -amendment
was defeated by 31 votes to 28. That was the
attitude that - the . Victorian:. Minister  for
Education took up in regard to the referen-
dum, and. that is.the attitude that we who
are opposing this Bill take up at the present
time, and I think we are in very good com-
pany indeed. To show you what the feeling
of Victoria is on the matter, the Melbourne
Argus—~which I think cannot he considered
for a  monient to be particularly partial~had
a leading article on this debate the following
morning. I think  the Melbourne Argus is
looked upon as one of the leading papers in
Adustralia, ‘and’ this ‘is what the  Melbourne
Argus stated—- :

Though no democrat will deny that in’ the or-
dinary-affairs of  government the majority  should
rule, there are subjects t¢ which majority rule has
no properapplication. ' Where matters  of . con-
science are involved majority rule may be tyrannous:
This was clearly stated by Mr. A. A. Billson, the

- Minister for Public - Tnstruction; in the course of his

excellent reply last night to My, Swinburne’s appeal
for still another réferenduid on the subject of Scrip-
ture instruction in’State schools, an- appeal which
was rejected: by 31 votes to 23.° The iseue raised
by Mr. Swinburne was, more emphatically: thsn
any other, one: governed by conscience.. When, in
1872, Parliament ~decided - that = State . education
should in future be free, secular, and compulsory,
it had very good reason for its action; snd no: one

Hon. F. M cDonnell.]
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who: - remembers - the - rancorous -bitterness which
characterised the old sectarian days can be supposed
© willing: to risk a return to those conditions.

I would remind hon. members that we had a
similar state of things in Queensland before
the ‘present  Act was introduced. . We had
Seriptural” lessons for- fifteen years in  the
State schools in Queeénsland; and so ‘unsatis-
factory  were: they shown. to: be-—so. much
sectarianism . was - aroused’ through " those
Tessons—that not one single member of Parlia-
- ment; ‘when introducing the . present: Hduea-
tion Act in 1875, even the:father of the Bill;
Sir. Charles Lilley, attempted. to introduce
no . provision: for the  continuance of that
system. The Argus continues—

In what must be. admitted: to have been an
earnest  and: moderately-worded  spsech Mr. Swin-
burne’ contended that by the word “secular’  Par-
liament: meant nothing  more  than - undenomina~
tional,”’ and that for some years after the Act was
passed that was, in' fact, the meaning given fo it
s actual administration. - We. venture to. assert
Fhat' this: was not  the. view held: at the time,
and the statement by one Minister of the day
(My. Langton), even if correctly interpreted by Mr.
Swinburne, did not accurately répresent the feeling
of Parliament or of the people. The intention was
4o . leave religious instruction to the churches; and
4o confine the State schools’ work to instruction on
other subjects.
tion to-day which is being attacked. The force at
the back of the present campaign is, it must be
allowed,” highly organised and skilfully directed.
Every argument that can be adduced in favour of
what are called unsectarian Scripture lessons has
already been urged times without number.  The
only one with even sn appearance of newness wused
by Mr. Swinburne last night was entirely specious.
Tt was anomalous, he’ said; that a country which
required the foster parenits of wards of the State
to give their charges Scriptural instruction, or 8%
fhe very least fo see that they received it from
others, should exclude Biblical instruction from its
own schools. - But the State has never for a moment
denied that children” should be instructed in the
Seriptures. - That is one of the few duties it still
letives to the parent, who may either give the teach-
ing himself or have it given in the Sunday schools.
Mr. Billson’s announcement - that, while he was
inflexibly “opposed’ to. anything . caleulated: to "sap
the existing prineiple of purely secular instruction,
he ig prepared to have lessong of distinet moral and
ethical instructiveness included in the curriculum,
and even:to let the clagses: sing bymns' in school,
ought to go a long: way towards satisfying such
people a8 are not. obstinately determined to: accept
0o:gompromise.

This is the  particular part of the article: to
which I would like hon. gentlemen

[9.30.p.m.] to - give attention, because: it ap-

plies to the position in Queensland
to-day— . :

If Seripture instruction were made a feature of State
school work, no matter what conscience clauses and
what safeguards for dissidents were provided. the
demand of the Roman Catholic Church for a capitation
grant in respect of its denominational schools would
gain immensely in strength. .Is this a position which
even those who are most insistent in their demana for
o referendum. are prepared to face? Judging by the
language they have used whenever such an alternative
t0 the present system has been presented to them, they
will never grant it.. And in this at least, the position
they take up is a perfectly sound ove. It would be the
height of impolicy for the State to encourage anything
calculated—as State-endowed separate schools would be
calculated--to give support to ary church by public
raoney. - It cannot, of course, pyevent Roman Catholic
citizens froin providing their own schools ont of theirown
poekets; but short of this it should do all it can to
foster: a mpirit- of. union and  nationality in the
people.. Then; again, the advocates of Seripture les-
sons show no real consideration for the teachers upon
whom they wish t0 imipose the duty of giving them. It
is all very well to provide that no teacher with consci~
entious:objections toadding this to his ordinary work
would be required to do'so: But no one who has lived
1 the world with his eyes opén: can be'ignorant of the
many ways in - which suchan: objection might reaet
against hirn,  In country:districts more especially a

[Hon . F. M cDomzell.;
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Broadly speaking, this is the posi-
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teacher would: refuse at the risk; notonly of his'pers
sonal: repute, but also of his personal comfort, and
possibly of his professional prospects.: Narrow-minded
or bigoted people cotild; i they cliose; render his ex-
istence exceedingly wopleasant for him ' without being

- guilty of anything that could be called an overt act of

annoyvance: The eésprit de corps and morale of the
‘service wonld: be impaired, aud. the wsefulbess. of the
wholé edircational systen seriotisly discounted,: :
I think this discussion- in Victoria js very oppor-
tune; and T think it should induce hon. gentle.
inen, if their ‘minds are-at all:open on:  this
matter, to give Sympathetic consideration to this
amendment: - Other-States have tabulated their
lessons, and submitted: them to the people ; but
in Queensland ourmouths arg shut, and we will
have :no opportunity, once ‘the Bill leaves this
Chamber; of discussing, amending, or rejecting
the lessons proposed to be: placed in the hands'of
the children. I think the subject is of wsuch
importance:. that it shoald be considered  free
from prejudice. - If  the Government said: to

" the Bible Lieague, ** We' are responsible to the

peeple’ of  Queensland, and we- are going to

. give the representatives of the people the right to-

review the lessons,” then much of the opposition
to this Bill would be removed ; but the humilia-
ting position ab the present time is that they dare
not bring down lessons to be submitted to Parlia:
ment. Lt seems as if the Government has lost
all moral fibre in connection with this guestion’;
and if they have lost all sense of decency in con-
nection: with this matter; it is for this House to
insist that the rights of the pecple shall be pro-
tected.  If Parliament does what is wrong-—par-
ticularly another place—they are responsible to
the electorsy and if they put into the hands of
the children lessons that are mot acceptable to
the people as a whole, the people will have an
opportunity of dealing with them. It is pro-
posed to amend an Act of Parliament that has
stood the test for thirty-five years; and Task, Is
it reasonable to revolutionise our State Educa-
tion Act without giving us the right of reviewing
3 most vital part?

Hon,”A. H. BArLow : Any member can have
these things laid on the table.

Hox. ¥,  McDONNELL: No provision: is
made in" the 'Bill that 'theregulations shall
Ye submitted to Parliament ; and Parliament
is ‘justified - in: asking that they shall: have
the final ‘word. - The Hon: Mr. Barlow and
also‘the Hon. My.  Brentnall pcoh-poohed: the
idea “of the' lessons: being submitted to: Parlia-
wment. - They said it would lead to interminable
Weapons have been forged in ‘the
other Mouse whereby interminable disc¢ussions
are impossible ; and in this House I'do not think
it has been characteristic  to have: an- undue
amount of discussion.” But if this House has co-
ordinate powers with another place; why should
we not have a voice in important questions of thig
nature ? I canunot understand how the Govern-
meént can consistently oppose such an amendment
as this..~ When the calm atmosphere of this
Chamber. becomes so disturbed through simply
discussing the Bill, what is it going to be outside?
T may have shown as ‘much heat as any. other
hon. member, but it is because I feel it iz a
matter of such great importance to Queensland
that if it was my Isst word I would utber it in
opposition to the Bill. - The only argumens. the
leader of the House made when asked about
amendments, was that there was a majority. of
17,547 in favour of the Bill. - The hon. gentleman
has  not- always  held those views ‘about
majorities.. When certain Bills were introduced
and passed' in another: place soimne years ago,
they were practically kicked  out of this House
with: very - little. ceremony, and: the Govern-
ment had to 'go -to the country on' them.,
The hon, gentleman, with: the assistance of the
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members who to-day are: fighting for the pre-
servation of the liberties of the peopls; carried
those Bills, and the Government: went to the
country and. got a majority, and: then the demio-
oratson the other side accepted them.  Thehon.
Mr.. Brentnall referred: the "other night to the
fact that in 1899 T accepted the verdict ‘of ‘the
referendum on fedsration. . When we were, dis-
cussing . the Federal: Constitution Enabling Bill,
I stated that; if -the Bill was accepted by the
peuple, I would be prepared to accept the will of
the people.
the acceptauce of the Bill ; but I was defeated,
like the hon. gentleman himself. ' I kept my
promise because it was a national question, upon
which the psople had & right to- give their
opinion.. . In that case a Bill was brought down
and submitted. to the people, who were told;
“ This is the contract we ask you to sceept.” It
was not. like the  present referendum, which
simply gave & ‘bald outlive, and which deprives
us of any voics in selecting the lessons ' How
did the demuocrats on the other. side accept the
referendum in regard to federation? How did
the hon. gentieman. who talks about a majority
of 17,457 “accept. that referendum ¥~ Did. he
‘accept the will of the people in: those days ? - Did
the Hon.- Mx, Brentnall—that great. democrat,
who to-day speaks of the will of the people--bow
to: the will ~of the people then? No, they
refused to acecept it The Hon. Mr Barlow—
and ¥ think it was the mosh creditable act of his
life—retired from' the Government as’'a protest
against the action of the Governwent in sub-
mittirg the question of federation to the penyple.
The hon. gentleman went' further than that.
The referendum was carried by 38,488 votes to
30,996, so that practically the ratio was about
the same as the vote on. this: Bill, At the
opening: of the next’ session, when an address
was moved for presentation to Her Majesty, the
hon. ‘gentleman moved an amendments, despite
the fact that thatreferenduin dealt.with a national
guestion. Hisamendment will by found on page
297 of -Hansard: for: the second session of 1899.
A portion of that améndment reads—

That whilé the. Legislative Council of Queensland. is
supposed to be the guardian of the: liberties of minori-
ties of Yonr Majesty’s subjects, which minority in this
case. numbers 30.996 against the majority of 38,488, we
feel difficultyin this instance in exercising this function,
becanse thie departure from Queensland, at this most
importaut juneture, of Your Majesty’s representative,
.the Right Honourable Baron Lamington, K.C.M.G., has
placed every executive authority, which includes the

© power to appoint- new members to- this Legislative
Counell, in other hands. .

That while we must admit that the acceptance of the
Federal Coustitution has been assented to by a legal
and technical majority of the electors, we are still of
opinion that the large minority of 30,996 vobes includes
the votes' of many thousands of Your Majesty’s loyal
and dutiful subjects who believe that they will suffer
serions losy and damage by the ensetment-of the
Federal Constitution-—who have had no share or voice
in framing the Draft: Federal Constitution—who have
never, by the’ votes of their representatives.in the
elected House of the Parliament of Queensland; autho-
rised or directed the Prime Minister of Queensland to

~gonfer with the Prime Ministers of the other colonies—
whose interests have not been sufficiently protected in
any such confersnce—and- who have never had an
opportunity of voting at any election of members of
the Legislative- Assembly at which the question of the
surrender of the collection of the whole of the Customs
revenue and of a large portion of the: powers of legis~
lation - of the colony, in: obedience.to the will cf the
Central and Northern districts of the colony, has been
-even mentioned.
That was s national question—a question upon
which, above all others, the people had a right to
vote: Yeb the hon. member was not prepared to
dccept the decision of the peopleon that occasion.

The PRESIDENT : Order, order !

Hon. A. H. Barrow : I am delighted to hear
the story of the old fight, .

[2 NoveMBER.]

I worked as hard'as I could against
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How. F. MODONNELL : I am soiry the hon,
gentleman has not been consistent,. He and the
Hon. Mr. Brentnall have made frequent refer-
ences to the majority of 17,5647, and it is ju-t as
well 'to remind the hon: gentleman of what he
did in the past.. On page 204 of the same volume
the hon, member said-= :

T'differ from my late colleagues; and upon which I have
severed my political connection of many years standing
in order to: be where: I am. 1 am glad now thit T know
what the position ant what the functions.of thiy Legis«
lative Council ave - I'have undergtood from. my hon,
friend ‘oppostte=—and’ it was put'into an epigrammatic
form by -y hon. friend, Mr:: Morehead-—that this
Council is ‘a place of registration, and we are invited to
bow and pass in-silence and with' acclamation these
things that are put before us.. . For my own part, I was
sent here by virtue of a slip of parchment to give advice
and consent {0 the making of laws' for the pesce, wel~
fare, and good government of the colony.

That is'exactly our position to-day. Why should::
hon. members who are supporting the Bill taunt
us because we have taken up precisely the same ~
attitude in respect to this Bill?  Have we not
rights 7. Why should wé be denied those rights ?

The: PRESIDENT : I am afraid the. hon.
member Is: departing from the question’ of the
amendment. - I 'have allowed him ¢onsiderable
latitude, but I hope he will address himself to
the amendment; ‘

Hon, F. McDONNELL: I only wish £o say
further that those who voted against accepting
the mandate of the people on that occarion were
the Honourables A. H, Barlow, B, T. Brentnall,
W. F. Taylor, A. Raff, and J. Cowlishaw, It
is very difhicult to understand how any hon.
member who took up that attitude then can
object to our taking up the same position now. :
The Hon. Mr. Brentnall referred to another .
referendum: on this: question, which was taken
in: 1902, I think it'was a clerical referendum,
conducted. by Archdeacon David. Tt was a
referendum ~of “the  parents of children  who
were attending the State schools; but. it was
proved - that only parents: who! were agreéeable
to the  introduction of religion were  askéd to
talke part in the referenduin ; and it was pointed
out that not only did the parents sign the voting:
papers, but the children alsosigned them.. . The
result of that referendum was submitted to the
then Premier, Mr. Philp. ' I think Sir Arthur
Rutledge was his Attorney-General. - The Philp
Government brought down regulations permit:
ting clergymen to enter the State schools during
school hours to give religious instraction, ;

The: PRESIDENT ;- I am afraid the hon.
meémber is getting away from the amendment,
and is discussing the general question, which is
not open to discussion. I must ask him fo
address himself to the amendment.

Hon.. ¥. McDONNELL: T would like to"be
permitted to refer to what is rather a personal
matter, which was introduced by the Hon. My,
Brentnall.

The PRESIDENT : The hon. member is en-
titled to make a personal explanation, but he

~must do it as briefly as possible, and then address

himself to the amesdment.
Fox: F. . McDONNELL " I -opposed thoge

‘regulations, and we proved that they were ultry

vires. . I said’ then that the question had never
been “dealt with by the people, either at a
general: election or in .any other way, and that
they should be heard on the guestion. My
action then was. in complete harmony with
the action I am taking to-day.. The Hon., Mg
Barlow has stated that these lessons ‘willi ba
compiled by a committee appointed by the Secie-
tary for Public Instruction. :

Hon. F.,McDonnng.l' L
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Hon. A, H. Barrow : I said it was his inten-
tion to appoint that committee, but he may have
charrged his'mind for all T know.

Hox. F. McDONNELL ¢ We accept that as
the position. ~ Assuming that the present Minis:
ter for Public Iustruetion is all that he cught to

be, and the lessons are ‘drawn up

{10 p.m. ] under his supervision; F would ask:-

the House what is toiprevent a new
Minister who may succeed the present Minister,
coming in and altering those. lessons? For in:
stance; the time may: comse round when the
Labour-Socialist- Government ‘throughout “Aus-
tralia wili: be. hurled from  power, as the Hon.
Mr. Brentnall ‘prophesied tt'e other wnight, and
that  he so: ardently desires, and the Hon. Mr.

Brentuall ‘himself  might  occupy ithe position:

of ‘Minister for Public Instruction.  Is that noy
possible - And from-the hon. meémber’s speeches
hefe, do you think we will not have lessons that
are hot and strong? I think so, at'all'events. T
“ani quite satisfied’ that any Minister of Public
Tustrustion who has any objections to the lessons
that are in existencs when he comes into power
will hiave the right to alter those lessons, » Does a
.Government not'go into power $o alter the whole
policy of their predecessors? - And supposiog,
for instance; we had ‘a Labour Government in
power in Queensland, and perhaps Mr. Lesina
oceupying the. position of Minister for Public
Tostruction—that gentleman has publiely: dan-
nounced that he is an aguostic, and do hon.
members think for one moment that Mr. Lesina,
as Minister for Public Instruction; would not
alter those lessons ? .
Hon. A. H. Barnow : Probably his colleagues
would not allow him,

Hown. F. McDONNELL: I say there is no
- “possible reascn why a Minister should not change
the entire policy in reference to Séripture lessons.
The Hon. Mr. Brentnall, when speaking on the
Bible lessons, asked what objections had we to
the Bible, and so forth.  I'would like to mention
that thers s a’great difference of opinion in re-
gard to the Bible.  ‘There is what is termed the
authorised version and alse: the Douay version.
Do hon, members know that: in’ the authorised
‘version ‘certain: ‘books of 'the Scriptures: are
omitted. 'which  are ‘contained 'in the:Douay
version'y and therefore certain lessons might be
taken from the authorised: version: that might
be particalarly offensive to-a certain section of
the community . We were told to-day that we
shonld discuss this  question in a brotherly-love
fashion. T think that that is the spirit with
which. I have approached the ‘question. I
am' at peace with all men; but at the same
time I am very desirous, if this Bill is to be
passed, to make it 8 Bill that will be shorn of a
great deal of the objectionable parts that-may be
attached to it in connection with these lessons,
It issaid that there will be no sectarian feeling
aroused under this Bill, but I might state that
during the debate on this Bill in another place
the Premier referred to the fact that gectarianism
was bound to creep .in ‘and to'exist the minute
this ‘question was introduced into' the State
schools, . The Hon. Mr. Nielson read to the
House to-day a few of the objectionable lessons
jneluded 1n the New South Wales book; and the
Houn. Mr. Barlow: has stated that those lessons
will not be accepted.
member’s: word on thatmatter? . Kvery single
lesson in the New S.uth Wales bock to which so
much objection has been taken may be embodied
in the book that is to be placed in the hands of
“the children of Queensland, and at: the present
time we are practically signing a blavk cheque
“in Tespect to this matter: We are giving the
Government absolute pawer to include whatever
Tesions shey desire. Tmight say inthisconunection

[Hon. F. McDonnell.
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thatthere is a gentleman inthe Education Depart- '
ment: to-day in whom I have every confidence

“in respect to compiling these lessons, and thatis

the present Under Secretary.. I believe heis 'a
marn who Ig absolutely fearless, ard would be
justin matters of this sort, but Mr.. Storey will
not remain for: ever “as Under ' Secretary for
Public Instruction. I donot: wish to keep'the
Council any longer, ‘a8 I have a great deal of
sympathy with hon. members who ‘want to'get
away. Do Iunderstand. the Minister wants a
vote on this to-night, oris he prepared-to aceept
an adjournment?  We have been rather harshly
criticised for debating this amendment, and of
course LI'am getting the lon’sshare of iti: How-
ever; that does not make. theslightest difference
to me. - T would like totake the opportunity of
saying that the criticisin which has been offered
outside, which reflects on menibers of this Coun~
cil; is one of the greatest possible arguments that
could be adduced in: favour of this amendment.
Hon. W.- H. CamprrLy: Do you: wish to say
that we are influenced by them 7 :
Hon. F. MoDONNELL: Ionly wish to say
that the c¢riticism levelled at members of the
Couneil in regard to this particalar Bill is oneof
the most potent arguments that can be zdduced
in' favour of the amendment. = The intolerable
action ‘of certain: dignitaries of the  different
churches at- public mestings in denouncing this
Courcil and in issuing threats should warn this
Council and Parliament that nothing should be
left in the hands of those men; and rhat Parlia-
ment should have a big say in the matter. What
has one of the reverend gentleman done to:in-
flame the minds of the peopleoutside 2 He has
sctually stated to the people of this State that
it had been said the Catholics have nof spoken

+ on this question, and he asked how 'that could

be so when the deputy leader of the Liabour
party had spoken, and he wag a Roman Catholic,
and. 75 per cent. of the Labour members are
Roman- Catho'ies.” When that statement was
made hére yesterday, I interjected during the
Hon. Mr. Thynne’s speech that that was & delib-
erate lie.

1l"{-Ion. A H. Bartow : It was a palpable mis-
take.

Hon: F. McDONNELL : Tt wagnot amistake;
it appeared in all the papers. - I believe the Rev.
Mr. Rowe,; 'who made that statement, must have
known the religious'opinions  of ‘the membersof
the -~ Labour party.  There are tweuty-seven
members. of that party, and only -ten of them
profess the Roman Catholic faith. " "Was that a
fair statement for: the reverend gentleman' to
make from his pulpit 7 I'say it was a lie; it was
untrae ; and I hope I ain right when ['say the
Rev. Mr. Rowe must have. been mistaken ; bub
I am afraid: the reverend gentleman was pos-
sessed -of more accurate information, and. he
should have given the truth from his pulpit.
‘What was the useé of making the statement but
to. bring the question into the category  of ..
Catholic " against. Protestant? =~ That. was the
object of it—to inflams people’s minds. :

The PRESIDENT : Order, order!

Hox. F. McDONNELL: 1f T may say so,
it was to intimidate this Courncil and to prevent
us from' discussing reasonable amendments like
this s to give an idea to' the chuntry that there
was only one section of the people figliting this:
iniquitous: measure.” I say it .is an’ infamous
measure. These statements bave been wmade
and I was astonished to: find that a gentleman
who occupies a high' and: hononrablaposition in
his own’ chureh, Archbishop Donaldson, should
have:. addressed. a_large gathering in the Ex-
hibition Hall, and should have descended: to
tactics which ought only be.credited to Arch-
deacon Garland.. I wassurprised that that high
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dignitary should use intimidation and coercion
in respect to the attitude of a certain section o
this Council with regacd to this measure. :
The: PRESIDENT: Order, order! I am
afraid the hon. gentleman is departing from the

amendment, and getting’ back to the general

question,” to which: he has' already addressed
himself. - I must ask bim to confine himself to
the amendment. :

© Hown. Fo MoDONNELL : I will try and:do
so. - I would only like to say that we who are
opposed to the Bill are the people supporting a
national system of education; and by the intro-
duction of this amendment we are trying as far
possible to safeguard not only the children, but
the ‘whole of the prople of Queensland.. The
Hon. Mr. Brentnall read out some questions and
answers . from. the- report of the Royal Cowm:
mission on’ Education ; but thers is one question
he omitted to- read; and which I think T'am at
liberty to read. . Under this Bill, without any
amendment ‘of this nature,” dogmatic. and' sec-
tarian lessons will “be introduced: inthe schools,
The question to’ which T refer:is' No.: 2357, as
follows 3 —

Then you, would: not be dependent upon that sort of
veligiots teaching mentioned in the resolution—rnamely,
the Scripture lessons? . No;' we should stili have our
Sunday schools';s we strongly object to havesectarianism
in . the public sclicols;  we"do what we like in: our
schools' on- the Sunday, but we do. not wish to have
sectarian dogmas or chureh catechisms introduced into
the public schools of the colony. .

That was the reply of the Hon. Mr. Brentnall
to a question asked by Mr. Douglas, & member
of ‘the commission.. At that time the hon.
gentleman objected to sectarianism’ or religious
dogmas in the Stafe schools’; he objected to the
troduction  of - church catechisms . into. the
schools, * But' what ' is he doing to-day? By
opposing this amendment he'is giving power to
the ‘Bible in State Schools: Lieague’ to intro-
duce church catechisms into the State schools.

Hon. A H. BArtow : They cannot do it.

Hox,: ' F. McDONNELL ;- Nothing would
prevent them froni doing it but the adoption of
an amendment like this. - They have forced the
Government to take up a position to which they
are bitterly opposed; they have forced the Go-
vernment party in: the other House, with the
exception of a few members, to vote for the Bill
through terrorisni and intimidation i and if they
can do that; have they not power to get their
own lessons taught in the schoolsof Queensland ?

Hon. A. H. Barzow : No.

Hox. F. McDONNELL: I'say the action
they are taking up to the present time justifies
me: in" making that statement. . The whole
business from start to finish has been run by the
Bible in State Schools League, and if another
religion took up the same attitude as the league
has taken up there is not a newspaper in Queens-
land that would not be denouncing them day
after day. . I hope even at this juncture the hon;
gentleman - will “consider the matter with. his
colleaguey: in- the interests of  good order and
peace and: concord: I would ask him to con-
sider - the attitude taken ‘up by the: other
States, which’ is “a good example to follow.
May I ask him, if he has not the power
to.ido it “himself, to use  his influence in the
‘Cabinet and put before his: colleagues the advis-
ability 'of ‘acéepting an amendment of this
nature, If the: Government are going to wield
any power in Queensland; if they can bs called a
Government in any sense of the word, surely
this is the time for them to use their power and
_ see that the rights of minorities are protected.
I know that the people outside who are ranning
the show have announced that they -are .not
golng to accept a single amendment in'the
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Bill; - but what - right. have “they to' make
such ‘g statement? 'What Tight bhave they
to-usurp the ‘power .of  this” House? = What
right have they to ‘put-a blunderbuss to the
face of members and say, ‘¢ You will have to give
us this Bill; or—=~" 1t s like a missing ~word
competition. - (Laughter.).. If the Government
arenot prepared to do as I suggest; let them
consult with the Bible in State Schools League’;
let them have the courage to tell the gentlemen
running the business that in the interests of the
people- of Queensland this amendnient should
find a place in the: Bill... If they do that they
will be ableto show the people’ that they have
not lost all backbone or all consideration for the
rights of ‘the people, and that they have some
respect for the conscience and’ indi-
{10.30 p.m.] vidual liberty ‘of - the peop'e. of
Queensland, - I bope and trust that
even at  this late hour the Government will
have sufficient backbone to take up some stand,
and show: that they are not compelled to pass
the Bill without accepting ‘amendments.. = That
would make it more acceptable, or less objection-
able, to the people of Queensland. (Hear, hear )
How.: C.-S. MoGHIE : I beg to move. the
adjournment of the debate.

" Question—That the debate be now adjourned—
put i and the Council divided =
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Resolved in the negative.

How. C. 8. McGHIE: Every hon. member
understands my position with regard to this
Bill. - I am totally oppesed to it, and I was
opposed to the referendum being taken; as I
contend that it is no function of the State to
take a referendum on a mabter of conscience:
The taking of the referendum ‘makes no differ-
ence whatever in my position. . If every elector
in Queensland had voted for the Bible in State
gchools,- I would still be opposed to it The
Hon. Mz, Barlow has told us that we must take
the Bill as it stands, and that there must be no
amendment. Surely that is a most unreascnable
attitude to take up; having regard to the con-
sciences of ' parents: who. do' not ' desire their
children to have Bible lessons, and alvo having
regard - to ~the  consciences’ of - the  teachers,
Last session I said it would bs’ a calamity
to take a referendum on this question.” I believe
the Hon. Mr. Barlow:still believes that it will
be a mistake to have: Bible lessons in the State
schiools. - That is my opinion ; and I speak with
an intimate  knowledge of the teachers in my
district. . I have had a large family, who have
gone through  the State schools.  I. have no
children at school now; but I am still interested
in regard to the second generation.. - It has been
held by those who are responsible: for this agitas:
tion that our schools are godless; and that there
i8 no religion being taught. = Now, our boys and
girls. are being taught lessons in morality, and

Hon 0. 8. McGhie]
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the very highest principles are inculcated in the
State schools.. ' The: amendment i3 30" heces-
sary that it will' be  a’ calamity [if we pass
the: Bill- without  it. " “We 'do not  know
anything ~about’ what  the  regulations’ may
be, and I consider that they will be the niost
important part of the Bill,
Minister will have the power to: alter the regu-
lations in such a' way as to make them objec-
tionabls to a- large section of the pesple.” T have
had but little oppertunity to make preparation
for this' speech; but I think nearly all has been
said in- regurd to the amendment that can’ be
said.  If an amendment similar to this is moved
in Cominittee by the Hon.  Mr. Power, and it is
carried, we shall have some guarantes that the
lessons will be as little objectionable as possible,
and, at'all events; the highést court in'the land--
that is, the two Houses of Parliament—will have
a final say in the matter.

How. W. F. TAYLOR: T beg to move the
adjournment of the debate.

How. ¥. McDONNELL: I would like to ask

the leader of the House if he is going to accept

that motion.
HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Goon!

Hon. F. MoDONNELL : The hon. géntle-
man made a promise during my speech that 10
" o’clock would be considered areasonable hour for
adjourning.
Hon. A, H. Bartow: My friends will not
agree to adjourn.

Hox, ¥F. McDONNELL: Surely the hon*
gentleman’s friends ars not going to prévent him
keeping his promise ! Hon. members on this
side were under the impression that the hon.
gentleman was going to carry out his promise:
‘We sat on' our seats silently, and no one got up
to urge the adjournment of the debats, and to
our horror a division was called.: The promise
that the hon. member gave was broken, and I am
very sorry that the hon. membér has broken faith
with: this House: and has been forced .into this
invidious position.

Hon. . W.: H. Campsern - Your tactics are
decidedly unfair.

How. F.  McDONNELL " It is decidedly
unfair’ for hon. members to’ place the Minister
in ‘the ‘position: he has been placed in to-night.
The hon. member ‘got up here and said he was
willing to adjourn.

Hon. A H. Barrow: No.

Hon. F. MocDONNELL : The Minister said
he was prepared. to accept’ an adjournment
at 10 o’clock.. I was prepared. to sit’ down ab
that time, and when the adjournment was moved
by the Hon. Mr. McGhie the Minister was
forced to gu on' the other side and vote against
the' adjournment; as an hon. member called
¢ Divide.”

Hon. W, H. CampELL : Are you prepared to
come o a division ¢
: How. F. McDONNELL: We have had one
division to-night.

Hon. W. H. Camppgrr: You have spoken
four times this afternoon,

Hoxy. F,. McCDONNELL: Have I not a right
to doso - The hon. member himself appears to
be tongue-tied.

Hon. ' W. H. Canpsrrl: You have tied us.

Hown. F. MCDONNELL : I am very sorry if
I have tied the hon. member,. I think hon.
‘members should recognise that a fair fight has
taken place, and: that it is & fair: thing to allow
us to adjourn at.this hour. - We are not going to

o [Homn. 0. 8, McGhie.
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allow this position to go on without making &
request, at all events, that the House should
adjourn: ;
Hon: A, H. Barrow: T am going to sib here
as long as may filends will sit with me,
Hoxourabre MemsErs: Sit all night:

How. K. McDONNELL: I must congratu-
late the hon: member on sticking to his friends,
and only hope that that friendship will continue,
particularly when some  of those democratic
measures come. o this: House which the hon,
members are not sosweet on. I ask the
Minister to- keep the promise he made to the
House. :

Hon. A, H., Bagrow: I deny I made any
promise. :

Hown: F.McDONNELL: The Minister stated
he was willing to adjourn at 10 o’clock:

Hon. A,  H. Bartow: I said I thought it
was a fair thing to adjourn at 10 o’clock; but
you continved the debate after that hour.

Hon. F, McDONNELL: I do not wish to
labour: thig'question, but I hope again that the
hon. member will consider the fact that mems-
bers of this: House have worked very hard
to-day. . We are not in'a fit condition to go on
any longer with this debate, and there are one
or two members absent who intend to speak on
this amendment, and in a fight like this the
Minister should be prepared to give every mem-
ber an opportunity of expressing his opinions.
It is now five minates- to 11 o’clock—a- most
unheard-of procedure on the part of the Council
—and I thought the Minister would have had
moge backbone and- carried out the promise he
made.

How. C. F. NIELSON': I'think theattitude
of the - Minigter is a.most. unwarranted one;
seeing that he has promised to adjourn the

ouse. :

The PRESIDENT: Order! I would point
out to the hon. member that the Minister has
repeatedly denied that he made such a promise;
and his denial shonld be accepted.

Hon, €. B NIELSON : The hon. member
admits that he stated he thought 10 o’clock was
a reasonable hour, and he infers that the speaker
who' had possession of the floor at 10 o’clock
ought to have stopped automatically, and because
he did not'stop at 10 o’clock, that is a reason
why we should now go on at the pleasure of the
hon. member and his friends:. He told us'on a
previous motion for adjournment that he was'in

. charge of the business of this House, and- would
not allow any member to take the business out of

his hands. Now he tells us he is in the handsof
his friends. - I submit we have done a reasonable
day’s work, and it iz a fair thing that we should
now adjourn. Several hon, members who are
now absent did not anticipate that a vote would
be taken on the amendmentto-day, and itisknown
that some of those hon. members desire { o speak to
the amendment. - Very few members  have
addressed themselves to the amendment; and
simply because certain members do not desire to
speak at all the Minister is propared to prevent
anyone else from speaking: = I do'not think that
is a fair thing to hon. members who sre prepared
to speak, and who have reason to believe the
debate would be continued to-morrow. Early
in the evening the hon. membersaid so long as
he had time to catch his: train’ he was satisfied.
Now he wishes to miss his own train in order to
please those friends who 'do: not wish to adjourn.
I plead particularly on behalf of members who
have given close attention to the business of the
Council, - There is no reason why
[11 p.m] = they should sit here on account of
the prejudices of members who will
not get up and voice their opinions. ,
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Hown. A. H. BARLOW : May I explain that
T asked those members who desired that the Bill
should:be carried to attend in sufficient numbers
and with sufficient - regularity to enable me: to
carry this matter to a finish.  (Hear; hear.!)

Hown. B: FAHEY : I think we have witnessed
this evering the most humiliating episode ever
enacted in any Legislature in: Australia.  The
hon. gentleman whe takes upon himself to inform
the public- that he leads this House and pro-
tests against the business being taken out of his
hands—what has he done? He made a promise
this evening——

Hon: A. H. Barrow : No.

Hox. B. FAHEY :.I do not -think my ears
deceived me.

Hown: A. H. BARLOW : Irise to a point of
order, - A perpetual misstatement is madg about
me.

The PRESIDENT : The Minister. has re-
peatedly  denied having made: the ~statement
which the Hon. Mr. Fahey has attributed to hira,
and the Minister’s denial must be accepted.

Hon. B, FAHEY: I acquiesce in’ your
ruling, Mr. Presidens; but evidence of ear is
against the hon. gentleman.” There was another
passage yesterday in the hon. gentleman’s utter-
ances. indicative of the hon: gentleman’s incon-
sistencies and indiscretions of speech in this
House, :

The PRESIDENT : The question is that the
debate be-adjourned ; and the hon. gentleman
must address himself to that question, and not go
outside of if.

Hon. B. FAHEY : I only want to confirm
my statement that the hon. gentleman is not
telling the truth.

The: PRESIDENT : T “eall upon the hon.
gentleman to withdraw that statement.

Hox. B.. FAHEY : I doso because I under-
stand it is unparliamentary. At the same time,
one cannot exactly dissociate himself from the
evidence of his'own ears.

Hox. A, H. BARLOW : I must: request. the
President to ask the Hansard staff whether I
interfered with the proof of my report in any
way. The hon. gentleman has charged me with
having doctored Hansard. I never did anything
to it, and the statement is unworthy of the hon.
gentleman.

Hox, B. FAHEY : It is strange that the
same thing appeared in two newspapers of this

city.

The PRESIDENT : Order !

Ho~. B. FAHEY : Isay that the condugt o
the leader of this House is humiliating.: It 18
discreditable to the House and to himself. I as
a member of this House feel humiliated.

The PRESIDENT : Order ! The hon. gen-
tleman has made that’ statement an two 'occa-
sions; and it has. been denied by -the Misister.

T have'told him he must accept: the: Minister’s
denial..: I repeat that, and: I trust: he will not
disobey the ruling of the Chairagain,

How. B. FAHEY : He has placed: every
member of this Chamber in a false and unenvi-
able -position; "and there is no reason why the
request for an adjournment in'common courtesy
should not be complied with.. It would have
been if he had not placed himself as an instru-
ment and an unworthy tool in: the hands of
members opposite.

The PRESIDENT : Order!

Hox. B. FAHEY : No Minister in  any
Legislature in  Australia would have dared to
degrade his position as he has done without cen-
sure.

£
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The PRESIDENT : I ask the hon. gentleman
to address- himself to' the question before. the
CGouneil; and not go outside of it.

Hox. B. FAHEY : Theére aré members here
doing their duty manfully in resisting the action
of the Government. in trying to pass a measure
ghich will be oppressive to 130,000 people of this

tabe. :

The PRESIDENT: The hon. gentleman is
not addressing himself ‘to the subject before the
Council, " If he persistently distegards the ruling
of the Chair,” I shall’ be'obliged. t6 ask him to
discontinue his speech,

How. B. FAHEY : T have no desire to disre-
gard the ruling of tke Chair.’ "I supposeno hon.
gentleman who ever held: the position: here or in
another place knew his duties better or carried
them out with a greater degree of courtesy than
the present occupant of the position, and I
would. be- very sorry indeed to do anything
wilfully to disregard the decision of the Chair.
I do not appesl in' any ad misericordiam spirit
to hon, gentleman opposite, who seem to have
the business of the House in their possession.
I only put it as a very reasonable request that
at this late houe hon.

they seem determined to oppress us and insist on
doing what they believe to be in pursuance of what
they call & principle. I say it is unworthy of those
hon, gentlemen opposite to assume an attitude of
this kind towards members who are hare doing
their duty. I am prepared toremain here until 6
or 8 o’clock in the ‘morning if necéssary, but I
say, with the greatest respect to the Chair, that
the Minister -has' placed. this House in a most
humiliating position’ this evening; as well ag by
improper remarks he made yesterday; and which
were reported in the local papers.

Hox. A A: DAVEY : I' am sorry to be here
at this: hour for more reasons than one.” For
numberof years I have been in the habit of going
to bed early, because in: order to fulfil the ordi-
nary duties-of life I think one rhould have a
reasonable amount of rest.- I think it is a fair
thing to allow gentlemen who are getting into
the sere and yellow leaf to go home and have a
rest, and the leader of the House would be per-
forming & gracious act if he agreed to- the
adjournment. - My impression is that the Minis-
ter said he thought 10 o’clock was™ a reasonable
time to adjourn.: I supported  the. previous
motion for the adjournment; and it was pointed
out then that we were allowed to'go home early
last night on the understanding that we should
sit @ -little longer this evening. - The question
was asked' of the Ministér what he thought
was & reasonable time, and be'said he thought
2" reasonable time was " 10. o’clock, ‘and I
am sure “hon. ‘members are not uvnreasonable
when'they say. they took 'that: as a promise.
I believe hon. members opposite could come to
no other coriclusion than that it was intended to

- adjourn: at 10 o’clock:” I. support the motion

because I believe we have not had a sufficlent
opportunity  of - properly - discussing the Bill.
The stand that. has been taken is very harsh.

. We know that the Minister is anxious to dispose

of the amendment to-night because he is sure of
his majority. . I have alwaysunderstood that it
is_the: function of the Council to check hasty
legislation ; but. certain hon. members appear
anxious to prevent anything further being said
on the question. I enter my protest against the
continuance of the debate. The action taken is
arbitrary and unusual, and I believe the time
will come when bon. members: who have taken
up this prsition will be very sorry for what they
have done.

Hom. 4. A, D/,wey.}

genslemen: should be' -
. permitted to retire after a good day’s work. But
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Hox. P. MURPHY : I think this is a very
reasonable hour at which to finish our work,
The Minister hias denied that he made a certain
promise, and it is éur duty, in accordance with
the rules of the House, to accept his denial ; but
while the Hon, Mr. McDonnell was speaking he
#aid there was an understanding that the debate
shoulld be adjourned at 10 "o’clock, and  the
Minister said;, “ My friends over there will not
allow me to adjourn.”- I do not think the hon.
gentleman will deny that. The hon. member’s
new: friends—the self-constituted champions of
democracy—are compselling: the Minister: to pre-
vent free discussion on one of the most important
questions that has been discussed: in Parliament
this session or last.: It igunreasonable to expect us
to’ continue: the debate while the supporters of
the Bill remain silent.
opposite there are seven memibers who are going
to support the ' Bill, ‘and not one'of them has'yet
spoken.  Ten or twelve members on this side
have carried’ on this heavy debate for a number
of :days, not for:the purpose of stonewalling or
inconveniencing. other  members, ' but for. the
purpose of educating the great body of Protes-
‘tante, who perhaps ab present have nob taken
any very gréat interest in the question, and do
“not ‘quite understand the injustice which may
be done to another section of the commmunity.

The PRESIDENT : Order; otder !

Hox. P. MURPHY : It is now within half
an hour of midnight, and surely it is' not too
mueh to ask the Minister in charge of the Bill
to approach his' new friends and try to persuade
them to adopt a more reasonable frame of mind.
T have not yet. spoken on the second reading of
the Bill ; and, if this adjournment is not granted,
and we are compelled to place our views before
the country at this late hour, it will be a very
serious loss to the whole of the: people of the
State.- I'do not think that the debate has been
carried on in a manuer which has been offensive
to: hon, members,. - I enter my protest against
being compelled to speak any more at this hour
of the night,. £ hon. members opposed to us,
who have a large majority, are determined that
the debate must proceed, then I say advisedly
that it is not' fair. - It is most unusual, except
just’‘at. the close: of  the ~session, for. the
Council to- sit till such  a late hour.. - Cer-
tainly: Up to the present time we have not
got- {rom. him any reasonable  excuse for his
action on. the present occasion.  The recent
additions to the ranks of democracy—the: de-
fenders of the will of the people—surely they
will have some: consideration for their fellow-
members who bappen to have different opinions
to them. . Surely they will have some considera-
tion for the employees of the House who have to
sit here and write down all we say.

The PRESIDENT : Order I The hon: mem-
ber i not: addressing himself to the question
before the Council.: 1'must ask him to do so.

Hor, P, MURPHY : I thinkit iz a reason-

able: request ‘to adjourn this debate until to-
morrow afternoon.

Hox, T.:C.. BEIRNE: Irtise tosupport the
motion forthe adjournment of the House, as T
do not see what is-to be gained by prolonging
the debate at this late honr. . It is admitted on
all sides that members are very tived and wedry
and they cannof possibly bring that intelligence
to bear on this great question that they can give
it at other times,  No hon. member. has given
any reason why the House should not adjourw,
and I sincerely hope that the reasonable request
of Dr. Taylor, that the debate be: adjourned;

__will be acceded to.

_ {Hon. P. Murphy.

[COUNCIL.]

Sitting on the benches:

 ment has my most hearty approval.

Amendﬂent Bill.

Question=That the debate be now adjourned
—put ; and the Council divided :—
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Resolved in the negative.

Hon., W, F. TAYLOR : T regret very much
that the officers of this House and members: of
the Hansard staff should be kept. hers till this
late hour. I did not come here to-day prepared
to speak on this amendwment; and I shall be
very brief indeed in my remarks. I moved the
adjourament of the debate in the hope that that
courtesy which is always extended to hon. mem-
bers would be extended to me.  This amend:
In speak-
ing on the second reading of the Bill I fore-
shadowed several amendments that I intended
to move when the Bill was in Committee if the
Bill passes the second reading, but if we accept
the amendment  now - bafore us. the . amend-
ments I suggested will not' be necessary,. be-
cause it will remove one of the great objsc-
tions - some hon. members have to this mea-
sure. © We' have been. told what sort  of
religicus teaching the children of New BSouth
Wales get. I have not had an opportunity of
reading the books used in New South Wales; but
I was present on one occasion—something: like
twelve or fourteen months ago-—in a West End
Church when the Rev. D. J. Garland*delivered
a speech on this subject; and the rev. gentleman
then said all that was wanted was the introduc-
tion of the New South Wales systern.. . He went
further, and I understood: him to say he simply
wanted the New South Wales books. " That was
all they wanted and that wasall they were going
o ask the people to vote for. I won't say thabit
is the fault of the systeni or that the system has

-anythiog: to. do with: the matter, bub the fack

remains that inno State in Australia is larrikin-
ism mors prevalent than: it is in New South
Wales.

The PrESIDING. CHATRMAK relieved the Presi-
dent in the chalr.

Hov. W. F.TAYLOR : ‘A conference of the
Women’s' Liheral’ Asscciation: “was. held “in
Adelaide; and at this'mesting a Mrs, Taylor said
the number of ‘children who roamed about the

streets in New South Wales was a
[11.45p.m.] disgrace. That is what exists in

New South Wales, whers religious
instruction has been in vogue for many years.
Would we like that sort- of thing. to occur
here - No oune hag been able to. tell us yeb
by whom the selections from the Bible are to
be made,  The Bible in State Schools Lieague
are determined to have their finger in the pie;
and as their organising secretary spoke in favour
of the New South Wales system I should think it
is intended to introduce something of the same
sort here. - The only safeguard we: have that the
children should be taught what they ought to be
taught; and not taught what they should not be
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‘taught, is:'to have the intended teachings: incor:
porated in the measure. Wholis better able than
Parliament to-judge as to  what ought to be
taught 7 At the time Sir-Arthur’ Palmer: was
President ot the Councily it was the fashion'to
pass skeletons of Bills, and leave mauy things to
'be provided for by regulations. - That gentleman
‘objected to what he called ‘“government by regu-
Jations;” and insisted that intended. legislation
~should be contained in the Bill itself instead of
“being left to be embodied in regula‘ions,. Here
‘we ‘areasked to pass a raost importent Bill
aand’ to take  it: for granted that the' righs
thing will be done, - I siy we are more
-competent. than. people outside to say what
shall be t.ught in the schoole; because we can
approach the subject with unbisssed minds, and
incorporate such lessons as will'give the children
o true conception of the Deity. - If the Bill goes
through now; hon: gentlemen will be sorry for it
T have often besn in & wminority 1n this Council,
aund I never: had ocension to-regret my. action.
On one oceasion I fought very hard with the
minority ; and: we have lived: to see many of
those who were against us then regret the action
they took,  This is one of the gravest subjects
that hag come before Parlisment, and I ask'you
to deal with it with: unbiassed minds; and unin-
fluenced by outsidereportgor ihectings or threats,
I tnay be permitted here to correct, as far as I
can, an impression to the effect that Mre. Besant
‘does not -approve of Christianity. . Mrs, Besant
was asked to give an address on the subjeot of
religious edication to children in the Wesleyan
Albert Street. Church: some two years ago, and
it Mr. Rowe had the slightest doubt about her
being favourably disposed towards Christianity
he would never have 1nvited ber o lecturs in his
chuoroh.” No doubt she has her reagons for not
approving of Christian missiong, but that’ is
.another matter.  Mrs. Besant know's more about
religions than any per-ou in this Chamber,. She
has made a study - of=all religions fur many
years; ‘and she knows' that the object of all
veligion is to bring man neéarer to God. - I would
like to read a short’ extract from an-srticle of
hers on ¢ The Brotherhood of Religions”—

In a1l fimes, throughout human history, man has
© been searching for God, and the various religions
of the world are God’s answer to the search, made
through men in whom more of Himself was mani-
fest: than. is the case in ordinary people.. These
men are variously called Prophets, Rshis, Divine
Men, Sons of God, and they may be thought of as
composing one greal spiritual brotherhood of God-
inspired  men, - the: guardians - and - teachers  of
humanity,” We- should think of all of them with
reverence and. admiration, whatever may’ be the
particular religion to. whichewe belong, for every
one - of them: brought the same Divine message to
the. world; taught the same fundamental: spiritual
truths, proclaimed the same changeless moral law,
and lived a nobls and inspiring life.” They put the
one’ message’ in - differént’ ways, -each choosing the
way which: would most help. the people 6 whom He
came, and which would develop in them the guality
which: the world 'most needed at the timé of His
coming. - At one time it most needed a gsense of
duty “and: order;’ at’ another. purity; at another
righteousness; - at. dnother  beasuty;  ab another
knowledge;. at another individuslity fo be followed
by self-sacrifice; at another the recognition of the
Divine: Sovereignty. For this reason religions are
different, but all the differences go to the making
of perfection, and to the enriching of the world as
o whole, - They are not, therefore, differences to be
regretted; but to be utilised, and while we love
our own religion best, we should be ready to:learn
what any other religion hasg to teach: us. To the
people of each religion the founder of that religion
ig the dearest and most honoured, and should be
loved and reverenced above all others.: But all the
founders, and all the great teachers who followed
them, are worthy of our homage.

I think hon. gentlemen will see from thatthat
she has no objection to Christianity.  But where
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she finds putre religion; pure: faith- in.- God, she
$e6s o reason why that faith should: be dis-
turbed by outsiders, I thought it advisable to
ke that explanation, because L do not want 1t
to go forth that Mrs. Besant 1s antagonistic to
Christiavity; T am sorry we have sat so late to-
night. « I'did not 'move the adjourn-
[12 pom o ment in any spirit of cbstruction';
and I trust that if the amwendment
is thrown cut, members will recdgnise that it is
our duty to sec that the children attending our
State: schools get the religious instruction we
wish them to get.

HoxouraBLE: MEMpErs ;- Hear, hear |

Question—That the words proposed: to- be
omitted stand part of the-question (Hon' 7. C.
Beirne’s amendment)—put ;  and - the Council
divided :

: ¥ CONTENTS, 15.
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Resolved in the affirmative.

Hoy. P. MURPHY : I beg tomove that the
debate be now adjourned.

At eight minutes past 12 0’clock,
The PRESIDENT resumed the chair.

Howx. ¢ F, NIELSON said he must again
protest against the action of the hon. gentleman
in charge of the Bill, and on this cccasion he did
not hesitate to say that his refusal to accept the
motion for the adjournment of the debate was a
distinet breach of faith.. When the previous
motion for the adjournment was made. an: hour
earlier, the Minister distinctly promised that he

“would go on until the amendment was disposed

of ; but, so far as they now knew, he now wanted
to go right through the Committes stage of the
Bill,: Personally, he was tired out,. because he
had been in the train from ‘early on Monday
night until early that morning, and, in deference
to the wishes of himsalf and others: who! wished
to speak, he hoped the Minister would ‘not take
advantage of the fact that he had s majority
behind him. - He (Mr: Nielson) simply pleaded
for justice to how. members, and to. the hon.
gentleman himself: that, when hs made a pro-
mise, he should keep.iv.

Hon. A H, Barrow : I made no promise.

How. C.FUNIELSON» He did not know
what constituted 'a: promise in the mind of the
hon, gentleman, but he (Mr. Nielson) depended
upon a promise that had been made being kept,
and. he-heard the hon. gentleman say that he
desired to dispose ‘of the amendment  before
adjourning. .

Hop. 'A; H: Barnow : Bus there is an’oppor-
tunity for disposing of the Bill.

Hox. G F.  NIELSON: He- did not. know
what kind of opportunity. the hon. gentleman

Hon: C. F. Nielson.]
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might' have. He did not take any notice of
such_ tactics, because they were tactics: that
should not be adopted. - Apart altogether from
the question of unfairness to hon. members, they
were not theright sort of tactics to shorten the
debate. - The attitude of the Minister was most
unworthy of the hon. gentléman and of the
traditions of the Council. He had never heard
of any Minister in charge of a measure in that
Chamber using the sawe kind of tactics.  He
did not wish to say one word that he would
afterwards regret having said, but he empha-
sised the fact that. the hon. gentleman  was
meting out unfair treatment to a: certain: sec:
tion- of  the members “of the Chawber, and
way taking a most unwarranted. stand.. - Ile
{Mr. Nielson)would stay there, even if he went
to sleep there; but; if he was forced to stay,
hie  would:not: be able - to do justice either to
himself “or’ to the ‘subject under’ discussion.
He hoped some hon. member would give a valid
veason why the House should not adjourn.. The

o Minister had no right to break faith with the
House in that way.

Question put.

Hox. F. McDONNELL: The Minister was
acting as & bit of a tyrant because he had a big
majority behind him. - The hon. gentleman had
got the smendment knocked out, and he ought
to be satistied.. He was waiting to hear. hon.
members on the question.

Hon. W. H. Camesrrn: You have gagged us.

Hov. F. McDONNELL : The hon. gentle:
man who interjected had taken the business of
the House out of the hands of the Minister and
had already spoken on the matter. - He wanted
to hear the Hon. Mr. Groom and the Hon. Mr.,
Stevens on' the question.. The people of Too-
woombs wers entitled to know the Hon., Mr.
Groom’s views.

Hon, H. L. Groou: What was the vote on
the referendnm at Toowoomba ?

How, F.  MoDONNELL : He did not re-
member.

The PRESIDENT ¢ Order ! T hope the hon.
gentleman:: will keep: to the question before the
House. :

Hoy. F. MoDONNELL : The Bill was being
put: through  in’a manner only a little milder
than: the means adopted:in another place. It
was - being: forced ‘through 'in''a disgraceful
manner.

The PRESIDENT : Order; order !

Hox. F.  MoDONNELL: The Council by

their action to-night was placing on: record the
worst possible advertisement that the Bible in
State Schools Bill had got. They should adjourn
in order to allow members who had paired to
record - their votes in Hansard. The hoo,
gentleman representing the Government should
not- forget his old friends: who  had stuck
to hun in the 'past, just because. he  had
got--a number - of new-found. friends round
him, who were only using him to suit themselves.
The report in Hansard would: be severely cur-
tailed; and it was, therefore, unfair to continue
the debate. . There were other members opposed
to the Bill, and it was unfair to expect them to
make second-reading speeches at this hour.  He
asked the Attorney General to adjourn now and
continiie the second reading to-morrew, when he
had no doubt it'would be completed.. They would
then have time to get their amendments ready
for- Tuesday. He thought the Minister was
doing & very: unwise thing in forcing the Bill
through to-night.

How. A J. THYNNE: : This was one of the
most unique  positions ‘the Council: had: been
placed: in; There  was a . humiliating element

[Hon. C. F. Nielson.

[COUNCIL.]

Amendment Bill.

in. i, The Minister had been accused by the

Hon. Mr. Nielson of & breach of faith, and he sat

silent and accepted the charge without objection.
Hon, A. H. BArrow 1 What nonsense !

Hon. A,  J.. THYNNE: It was on the
strength of ‘what the hon. gentleman said. that
he paired with the Hon. Mr. Breantnall’ for the
evening, but he happened to be in the neighbour-
hood and'saw the lights axid came on.- He should
riot have paired it hé had known the House
would have sat after 10 o’clock. It was unfair
to him: because he should not be able to: vote
although he had the privilege of speaking.” When
the division took: place . at 10 o’clock the hon.
gentleman assured the House distinetly that he
had no wish to sib toan unreasonable hour; and
when' he'was asked what' was an unreasonable:
hour; be said 1 o’clock in the morning. » Was this
an: attempt to force the Bill through without &
full discussion 7 He trusted the hon. gentleman
would listen to the appeals which had been made
to him. He asked for the adjournment of the
debate in the interests of the whole House, and
in fulfilment of the promise which the Minister
had made to the House.

- Hon, A. H. Barrow: No such thing.

Hon. B. FAHEY : He little thought that
the Minister would -oppose the motion for the
adjournment of the debate when they reached 16
o’clock. - The Minister and those who opposed
the adjournment must take the responsibility,
and the day would come when they would regret
it, but unfortunately the Minister had allowed
himself to be made a willing tool in the hands of
hon. gentlemen oppaosite.

The PRESIDENT @ Order!

Hon. W. G. GRAY complained that: the
Hon. Mr, Barlow had not fulfilled the promise
he had given earlier in the sitting that he would
adjourn at a certain stage of discussion, and that
the hon. gentleman had not offered any explans
ation of his opposition to' the motion for ad-
journment.

How: A, H. BARLOW : The: reason: was
that he wished to pass the second reading of this.
Bill to-night. - If they passed thesecond reading
now he proposed to adjourn over to-morrow, and
gake the Committee stage of the Bill on Tues~:

2y.

Hox. T O BEIRNE did not think it-fair to:
go'on with'the second reading of the Bill.at that
late howr; especially as two. -hon: gentlemen
desived to speak, and were not. preparsd to con-
tinue the' discussion at that hour: of the might,: -
and even if they did speak their remarks would
not be reported. H

Hon. A, A. DAVEY argued that it was an
improper thing for the supporbers of the measure -
to use their power to force it through the House
without giving any veazons for thelr action, and
without allowing thede members who wished: to
debate the proposal ample opportunity to espress
their opinions regarding such a radical change in
our educational systew. - He had understood
from statements made in .the House that the
Minister in charge of the Bill agreed first to-
adjourn. at- 10. o'clock, and  afterwards to
adjourn’ when 'the amendment was disposed of,
but neither promise had been observed. . There
were . number of hon. members asleep, and
they could not be expected: to'listen to. the
arguments which were being brought forward.
Therefore, why should they put forward these
arguments 7

Hon.  A. H. Barrow: Why not pass the
second reading and go home?

Hown. A, A; DAVEY : He supported: the
motion for adiotrnment; as 15 was reasonable:
that they should adjourn at that hour.
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Qusstion--That the House do now adjourn—

put 3 and the Counecil divided —
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Qontents—Hon. A, J, Thynne and Hon, 0. F. Nielson.
Not-OContents—Hon. . F, T, Brentnall and Hon.- A,
Gibson:
In division,

How.' . MocDONNELL s Mr. President,~—I
call- attention to’ the vote: of  the:Hon. My,
Groom.. He called ‘‘ Divide” for the' ‘“Con-
tents,”” and he is now voting with the * Not-
Contents.” T claim his vote.

How. H. L. GROOM : I would like to make
an explanation, T paired with the Hon. Mr,
Hincheliffe on' the second' reading, but on' all
other divisions I claim a free hand.

The PRESIDENT: That is not the point
raised by the Hon. Mr. McDonnell. - The point
is that the hon, member gave his voice for the
““Contents,” and his vote is claimed in accord-
ance . with' the 'rule that the vote follows the
voice.

How. H. L, GROOM : If that is so, I will
walk outside the Chamber.

After a pause;

Hox. I, MoDONNELL :' My, President,—T
again’ call your attention to the fact that you
gave the question in” favour of the “ Not-Con-
tents,”and the Hon. Mr. Groomealled ¢ Divide,”
and I claim his vote.

The PRESIDENT : The hon. member will
observe that I restated the question in order to
determine whether the Hon, Mr. Groom called
‘“Divide ” under a mistake. I think obviously
he did. “In order to give him an opportunity to
correct his position, T restated the question and
he registered himself with the ¢ Not-Contents.”

»

that, - 'We will let him off this time.

The PRESIDENT : “Contents,” 8;: ““Not-
Contents,” 15. Question resolved in the negative.
The question is that the Bill be now read a
second time.

Howx. P. MURPHY protested against the un-
reasonableness and the tyranny of the Minister
in compelling him to commence his seécond-read-
ing speech at almost 2 o’clock in: the morning
on a question of altering our secular system: of
education - for- a- sectarian system,. He quoted
from ' the speeches of the Hon. Mr. Power
delivered this session and two' years ago, when
the Referendum Bill' was before the Council, and
asked on which occasion Mr. Power attempted
to mislead the Chamber?: He did not consider
that the referendum was pub properly to the
people.. It should have been put as it was done
in Switzerland,

At 2'a.m.,

The PrEsiDING CHAIRMAN relieved the Presi-
dent in the chair.

[2 NovEMBER.]

Hon, F, McDONNELL: I will let it go ab

Amendment Bili. 1836

How. P. MURPHY : The people were led to
believe that if they voted for the referendum and
it was passed; the Bill would contain a conscience
clause relieving teachers from giving the lessons
if they had conscientious scruples against doing

0.
Ab2:5a.mi, -

Hon. ‘A J. Travysng called attention to the
state of the House,

Quorum formed.

Hown. P. MURPHY : A" Minister: of  the
Crown,; before the referendum took place; pro-
mised that the Bill'would not force any school
teacher to give these lessons contrary to his own
wish.. This” Bill was never brought before the
people, and he bslieved if it was’put before
them it would be rejected.
himself bound, just because: the refersndum
affirmed the mere principle, to vote for the Bill.
They wished to give the people the opportunity
of saying * Yea” or. ¢ Nay” on the question if
it was properly put’ before them. There had
been no  complaint about our secular system of
education which had served Queensland well for.
thirty-five years, and statistics showed' that we
were much better off than other countries which
had adopted: these Bible lessons: If the Bill
was passed it would sow the apple: of sectarian
bitterness among the people. . That had been the
result in other places where they had religious
training.

Hon, F. MoDONNELL rose to a' point of
order. - He would like to ask whether the
Hansard, - reporters were reporting the hon.

e gentleman’s speech, or ‘whether they had got
directions” not . to - report  any further this
morning, :

The PRESIDING CHAIRMAN : They are

- reporting the speeches in'a condensed manner,

How. P MURPHY : He: was anxious that
hig'views should be placed before the country,
He quoted the remarks of the Hon. Mr. Brent-
nall on: page 616 ‘of Hensard for the present
session,: and sald that an impression: had got
abroad, owing to the speeches delivered in this
House, that in some way or other Catholics were
averse to the Bible, but the very hint was an
insult to them. No other church in the world
had done as much as the Roman Catholics to pre-
gerve the spiritual truths contained in the Bible.
He guoted from the evidence given by the Homn:
Mr. Brentnall before a Royal Commission: on
the education question prior to the passing of
the State Education Act of 1875, in’ which that
hon. gentleman; as: the representative at that
time’ of the Wesleyan Methodists in the district
‘of - Brisbane, stated that' the Waesleyans were
then unanimous in'passing the following resolu-
tion't ““ That, “in the opinion of this district
meeting, the time has arrived when all State
suppors to denominational schools should cease.”
He expressed the opinion that Presbyterian
ministers in: Queensland at the present time
were equally divided on the question of Bible
reading in State  schools, and argued that,
apart from all other considerations, the present
proposal was unjust to Roman Catholics, inas-
much as under the Bill they would be compelled

" to pay for religious teaching that their consciences

would not allow them to take advantage of-—
which mean$ that they would be compslled to
pay for the religious instruction of other people’s
children.. He then read an extract from. the
evidence of the Rev. Hdward Griffith,  given
before the Royal Commission already indicated,
to the effect that Congregationalists were thenin
favour of a free, secular; and compulsory system
of education under State control; and that the
adherents: of that  body  would make ample

Hon. P. Murphy.]

He did - not’ feel”



1836 State Education. Aots

provision for the religious instruction of their
children in their denominational Sanday schools.
‘When he said he would oppose the Bill at-every
stage, he meant in & political sense and not in a
sectarian sense, and he was within higrights in
taking advantage of »'1 the rules of the House'in
obstructing its passage ab every stage.  When
Mr. Brentnall talked about: throwing' down
the gauntlet and digging up the hatchet, and
putting 75 per cent. of the population against
25 per cent., it meant nothing: else’ than that
the 25 per cent. of Irish- Roman Catholics in
Queensgland- were: to-. be ‘erushed out of exist-
ence.. The time would come when ‘men of all
religious 'sects  in’ the: Bmpire 'would have to
stand shoulder: to: shoulder in fighting “for their
rights’ and liberties:against outside oppression.
‘They remembered theearly disasters in the South
African war and how the Irish Roman Catholie
soldiers ‘turned the tide of -battle in favour of
Britain, and: how Queen Victoria recognised
their: action by allowing them . to wear the
shamrock, their national emblem, on"St." Pat-
rick’s Day. They thought then that the hatchet
wias buried for ever, but the Protestants who
were pressing this Bill through Parliament had
gotie back on that understanding.

At'3.20 a.m.,
The PrESIDENT resumed the chair.

How. P. MURPHY advired hon, members to
read the speech of Sir 8. W. Griffith, who was'a
member of the Fducation Commission and who
was Attorney-General on the Hducation Bill of
1875, and they would then have the opinion of
one of the brainiest men in the Comimonweslth.
‘When the Bduocation Act was passed in 1875, the
Telegraph newspaper took the same stand in
support of secular education that it was taking
now. - The Hon. Mr. Brentnall and the Hon.
Mr; Cowlishaw were large shareholders, and yet
they were both supporting the Bill, while Mr.
George Cowlishaw was managing director of the
company.  That fact showed that brothers were
divided on the question, so that it could not be

cast ag a slur on Roman Catholics that the Hon.
Mr. Power was opposed to other merbers who
belovged to the'same chiureh. (The hon, member
then quoted: from the evidence given: befors the
Roval Commission which sat i 1874, by the Rev.
Matthew: McGavin, Presbybterian minister, in
favour of - secular education.) ~ Mr. McGavin's

evidence showed  that the Presbyterians. were,

then as divided in opinion as they were now.
The Protestants of Queensland were not carrying
out the gaarantee that was given to the Roman
Catholics by the action of Queen Victoria that

they were to beregarded as on an equality withall’

other'sections of the community. - They were
obliged to pay from their own pockets for the
religions instruction of their own children, and

“under this Bill they would be ecompelled to con-

tribute, in addition, to the religious education of
Protestants in the State schools. . He refused to
believe that his Protestant neighbours: were less
generous than' their co-religionists in HEngland,
who paid large sums for the religicus education
of their children. - He thought the fault lay with
their church crganisation in: Queensland.  (He
further quoted from the evidence of Rev. Mr.
MacGavin in opposition to Bikle teaching in the
State schools. ) If the Protestants knew what was
being done;-they would- not permit this mean
injustice to’ be perpetrated upon the Roman
Catholics; and be would speak for twenty-four
hours, if ‘necessary, to prevent it..  (The hon.
member next quoted from the evidencs of Rev,
Dr.Hay, another  Presbyterian minister, in
favour of the existing system of education.). The
criminal “statistics  were  said to  show  that

[Hon. P Murphy..
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' morality in Queensland. stood higher than in

New South  Wales, where religious education
was imparted in the State schools.

At twelve minutes past 4 o’clock,

Hon. T O. Brrng called attention to the
state of the Couneil. -

Quorum formed, :

Hox. P. MURPHY ‘quoted further from the
evidence of the Rev. Dr. Hay. '1f & board:. con-
sisting of leading members of the largest Chris-
tian denominations were appointed, as snggested
by the Hon. Mr. Brentnall, 1t would mean that

‘the Roman Catholic members would be only
‘about one-fourth of the total number.

Agthey
used & different version of the Bible to that used
by all the Protestant churches, they would bein
a minority, and lessons would be chosen to which
the ‘Roman Oatholics could not agree. It was
nothing short of ‘a crime to seek to alter the
bresent excellent system.

At twenty-fve minutes past 4:¢’cleck,

How.' ¥. McDONNELL rose to a point of
order. - He wished to knowwhether the members
of the Hansard staff were following the practice
which, he balieved, was followed ' in- connection
with' debates in the other Chawmber, of fully re.
porting second-reading speeches after midnight,

The PRESIDENT : That is not a point of
order;: and the hon. member was not right in
interrupting the hon. member who was in' pos-
session ‘of the floor. - T understand that  the
practice followed in the Assembly on occasions
when' the sittings are protracted. beyond mid-
night is being observed, and only a condensation
of speeches 18 being made in the official ‘report,
The practice is. being observed without any
directions by me: . Had it besn desired to make
any departure from the usual custom, I would
have endeavoured to obtain a more:extended
report to a later hour than usual, but no request
was made to me by any hon. member. . The
Principal Shorthand Writer informed me about
3 o’clock that the report which is being made is
only a ¢ondensation.

Hon.  P.. MURPHY  (continuing)’ claimed
that the Bill would inflict a cruel injustice on
Roman Catholic children by robbing them of a
portion of their school life through the: teachers
being - engaged in giving Bible lessons to the
other children for an hour a day. " Somuch dis-
satisfaction would be caused that the time would
come when the measure would be swept off the
statute-book: into everlasting oblivion. :The
public were beginning torecognise the propaganda

. work that was being done by the members of

the Council who were opposed’ to the Bill. - He
did not believe the measure would' confer rauch
benefit upon the children in whose interests it
wassupposed to beintroduced.: (Thehon. member
again quoted from the evidence of Dr. Hay.)
Hon. members should pay grave attention to
the opinions of the cultured clerical ‘witnesses
who appeared before the Royal Commission, and
not let their fanatical enthusiasm' for their own
creeds: run away with: their better judgment.
Many churches would be led to. depend upon

- the State schools to give a sound religious educa-

tion to their children, but they would be sadly
disappointed, and the churches which provided
religions teaching in’ their own schools would
be crowded. to. the door. Some of the
clerics "appeared to wanb to discover a short
cut to heaven  for :their children. They
wanted everybody to work but themselves, and
Ist the other: fellow pay all the time. The
advocates of the :Bible in the State schools
were 1ot ‘the same class of men as the cleroy

‘whose evidence he had read. It was an unfor.
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givable sin. on the part of any Christian sect to ‘

leave the duty of giving religious instruction to

the young to the State schocls. " He regretted

that he had not the physical ability to continus

“his protest against’ the passage of ‘the Bill until

the sun; which was just rising; set in the West.
At twenty minttes past 4 o’clock,

Hown. CoF. NIELSON hoeped the Minister in
charge of the Bill would not obj: ¢t to hig moving
the ‘adjournment  of  the  debate, ' The: hon.
gentleman: could. have termivated the:. debate
through- the application of a Standing Order if
be had chosen to do so, but it had pot suited him
to do'so. Inaddition to that, the hon. gentleman
had not made provision that the speeches of hon.
members should be fully reported.

Hon, A H. Barrow: I have no power.
matter is in the hands of the President.

How. C. F. NIELSON pressed upon the hon.
gentleman’ the  advisability “of adjourning, if
only for ‘an hour or two, a3 a matter of com-
promise,
< The PRESIDENT : Order! The hon. mem:
ber niast either move the adjournment of the
debate or address himself to the guestion before
the Council:

Hoxr. G F. NIELSON  With all deference,
he had moved the adjournment of ‘the debate af
the outset of his remarks.

How. E. MoDONNELL said that one of the
finest: speechis delivered in this House had been
deliberately suppressed. :

The PRESIDENT: Order ! The hon. gen-
tlemen is making & statement which is a reflec-
tion “on the officers of the House. . The Hon.
Mr.. Murphy’s speech hasnot been deliberately
suppressed. © The regular practice in regard to
reporting. the proceedings of -the: House when
they are- protracied to a late hour of: the night,
or an early hour of the morning, has been fol-
lowed in this case. ;

How. F.. McDONNELL apolegised for mak-
ing any reflection ow the officers of the House.
At allevents, the leader of the House had not
protected ~the interests of hon. wembers by
arranging with the Prineip ] Shorthand: Whiter
to have the speeches delivered on the second read-
ing reported fully.. The daily Press was not in a
position” to publish an extended report of the
speeches; and the only source they could'rely on
was the Hansard report, and the readers of Han-
sard had been deprived of the infermation:

The PRESIDENT: Order | The hon. gentle-

The

man - is not discussing the question before the -

Couricil;. which is' that the debate be mnow: ad-
journed. . ‘He must confine himself to that, - :

Hon. F. McDONNELL : He was. just going
to'say that one of the reasons why this debate
should be  adjourned  was = that ' the  public
would lose the whole of the benefit of the intel-
“-l<ctual” speeches which would be- delivered on
this: subject,. Was it riot & reasonable request
to: adj urn the ‘debate at this early hour, as
noarrangement had been made for the debate
tobe fally reported in Hansard - The bulk ‘of
the people would be with thsm in this matter,
as they ‘were fighting for the liberties and rights
of ‘the people of Queensiand.. He was anxious
to have somerhing 1o eat, and the best thing was
to agree to the adjournment and continue the
debate in the afternoon.” He knew the Minister
him-elf was anxious to. imake a speech in reply,
and he would niot  like the speech condensed in
such a form that it would not go to the country
verbatim.

Question put, : :
_ Hoy, AL J. THYNNE deprecated the silent

_ allitude of the Minister, who had: not given
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hon, gentlemen who had spoken an' opportunity
of getting their ‘speeches recorded in Hansard.
He did not know ~that they had ever before in
this House had the experierics of the past night;
and he hoped. bon. gentlernen would be enabled
to-get thevest they required. and prépare thems-
selves for putting their views before the House
and the country.  He joined with the Hon., Mr.
McDonnell ‘in' hig' regret. that  the  splendid
material put before the House by the: Hon. Mr,
Murphy had not been recorded,

Hox. B. FAHEY : They weré here: doing
their duty and advoecating the claims of those
who were not here; and demanding that justice
should be extended to themia awatter that was
as dear to them as their lives-—their religion,” He
regretted that such valusble material as:the Hon;
Mr., Murphy had brought before the House had
not found. its way into the columns of Hansard.
As s member of the House he felt humiliated at
the attitude of the. Minister.  There was no
justification . for ' the ‘charge- that they were
attempting to: kill the Bili by stonewalling, ‘as
they were all in earnest in their opposition to a
vicious law. An hon. membzr had charged them
with maliciou:ly introduciog: sectarianism” into
the debate——

The PRESIDENT : Order!: May I ssk the
hon, member. toreturn to the subject before the
Council, - He is not atliberty, in discussing this
question; to voam at will over all that has tran-
gpired during the évenibg, or toenter into debate
with members upon the general subject. " There
is one specific question before the Chamber now,
and that is that the'debte be adjourned. I ask
the hon: member to address himsclf to that.

Hox. B. FAHEY : He thanked the President,
but be had been. unconsciously and unintention-
ally led aside by interjections. - He concluded by
againasking hon. gentlemen opposite, whoseemed
to have takeun charge of the business of the House,

to-concede 'the request for an adjournment,

- Hon. W. T, TAYLOR ‘said they had had a
record debute, and they: could not benefit much
by ¢ontiuuing, as they were all'very ‘tired:  "L'he
result’ was inevitable, and the hon. gentleman
might just as well defer it for a few hours asforce
it on now. Under the circumstances, it was a
fair thing to adjourn thedebate, and meet again in
the afternoon, when, after some refreshment, they

- would be able to proceed in a calm and deliberate

manner, and hon. gentlemen would be able to get
their speeches reported in Hanserd; so that the
general public wounld know what they had tosay,
He regretted; . with others, that such an uble
speech as that of the Hon, Mr. Murphy would not.
The evidence ‘given vefore
the Royal Commission in 1874 was applicable to-
day. . It was a mistake to force this Bill through
by sheer force of numbers, and he eartestly hoped:
an adjournuent would be agreed: to, and that
they  would meet again. in the afterncon and
settle the matter in a fair and amicable spirit..
As anold member of twenty-four years’ standing:
be regretted that such a spirit of discourtesy:
had prevailed; and such a spirit had never been
exhibited before.

How, T. C. BEIRNE did not think' the.
Minister: would gain anything by opposing an
adjournment -at . this hour. ~ The Hon. Mr,
Nieleon and the Hou. Mr. Gray wished to speak.
Mr, Gray had not been in a fis state of health to
speak on the amendment, and how could they
expect him to speak on the main question? He
hoped the Minister would give them the adjourn:
ment, and they would promise-that he should
lose nothing by it. :

How. A A, DAVEY felt called apon to enter
another strong  protsst-against this irhuman
conduct. . There was no ground for objeciing to

Hon. 4. 4. Davey. |
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the adjournment in view of the possibility of
their coming this afternoon: and concluding the
debate.

" Question—That the debate be now adjourned
—put; and the Council divided :—~

CONTENTS, 9.

Hon. T. C. Beirne Hon. C. 8. MeGhie

. AL A Davey . 3 - P. Murphy
i, B: Fahey : s W. B Tayloe
b - G W, Gray . AL J. Thynne

5 B McDonnell
Teiler: Hon, P. Murphy.

Nor-ConTENTS, 16,

Hon, A. H. Barlow Hon. T. A. Johnson
5. W. V. Brown 37 P, MacPherson
5o W, H. Campbell v G P Marks
o 1 Clewett v BB Moreton
;odeCowlighaw Sy AL Norton
by H LA Groom o PoOSullivan
st TOM,L Hall 4 BOHL Smith

oo M- Jensen . B J;Stevens
Teller s Hon: T M. Hall,

PAIR:
Gontent—Hon. 0. I\ Nielson,
Not-Content—Hon. A, Gibson.

Resolved in the negative.

Question—Tha the Bill be now read a second
time—put.

HoN, G. W, GRAY said they were indebted
to the Hon. Mr, Murphy for the evidence he had
adduced in his admirable speech. = It afforded
additional material and justified the position
they were taking up in referéncs to this question,
It was o fair thing to ask the Minister to give
some justification for the measure. e felt that
the hon, gentleman had treated the matter right
through with levity and discourtesy, and regret-
ted he had not treated them in a more liberal
spirit. i

Question—That the Bill be now read- a second
time—put ; and the Council divided ;-

ContrnTs, 18,

Hon. A H. Barlow Hon. P. MacPherson
o W V., Brown 55 C. P Marks
o Wi Hr Caipbell : 5 BBl Moreton:
B Clewett: 5y Al Norton
4 d. Cowlishaw o ToO’Sullivan
o TeM: Hall o ResHL Smith
5 ML Jensen s BoJC Stevens

T A Johuson

Telier: Hon. C. F, Marks.

Nor-CoNTENTS, 9.

Hon. T. C. Beirne Hon, C. 8. MeGhie
. A. A, Davey 5 By Murphy
,» B.Fahey 5y WE Tayloy
» G W, Gray. 5. A.d. Thynne
s F. McDonnell
Teller: Hon, B. Fahey.

PATRS.
Contents-—~Hon. H. L. Groom and Hon, A. Gibson,
Not-Contents—Ion. A. Hincheliffe and Hon, €. P\
Nielson. E
Resolved in the affirmative.

The committal of the Bill was made an Order
of the Day for Tuesday next. -

SPECIAL ADJOURNMENT.

= How, A, H. BARLOW : In moving that the
(louneil, at its rising, adjourn until Tuesday next,
1 beg to say that I feel no spirit of elation in this
mabter, and if T have in any way exceeded the
bounds: of debate,  or hurt the feelings of any-
body; I express regret. - I thank those gentle-
men-who have-seen this Bill through, and I
trust that by Tuesday next any  feelings “of
asperity, if there are any such, will have entirely
passed away.  These incidents are common to
parliamentary: life; they are in no sense per-

[Hon. A. 4. Davey.
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sonal—at least, they never are withme: =T beg to
move that the Council, at its rising; adjourn till
Tuesday next: : :

Question put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT.

Hown. A H BARLOW:: I beg {:o move that
the Council donow adjourn,

Hox. AT THYNNE: T should be glad to
know what course of business is to be. entered
upon-next Tuesday.

Hon. A, H. BARLOW : The ‘committal of
this Bill. I 'may be allowed to say that while
I'végret being compelled-to resist amendments,
if amendments are submitted I trust they will ke
printed, a8 it makes the work so much easier.

Question put and passed.

The Council adjourned at fourteen minutes to
7 o’clock a.m.





