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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,

TuespAy, 11 OcToRER, 1910,

The Derury SpEaker. (W. D. Armstrong,
Bsq., Lockyer) took: the chair at half-past
3 o’clock. :

PAPERS.

The following . papers, laid on- the table,
were ordered to be printed:—

Report “of - the Under Secretary of the
Home Secretary’s - Department. upon
Government relief  during the twelve
months “ending 80th June, 1910.

Report: of the Chief Inspector of Ma-
chiniery and Scaffolding for the year
ending 30th June 1910.

The following paper was laid on the table:
—Return to an Order, made on the motion
of Mr. Nevitt, on the 23rd August, relative
to the employment of aboriginals in the Gulf

district.
QUESTIONS.
Cosr or TagiNg CAses FROM BOWEN TO
TOWNSVILLE. :
Mr. FERRICKS (Bowen) asked the: Chief
Secretary—

What cost has been entailed on thé Government;
for the year eénded 30th June last, in taking cases
from . the' Bowen district to :the: Distriet: Court
sittings at Townsville? :

The: PREMIER (Hon. W. Kidston, Rock-
v hampton) replied==
The answer is, " Nothing."”

WESTERN ALLOWANCE TO STATION-MASTERS.

Mr. HAMILTON (@regory) asked the Secre-
tary for Railways— :

1. Are station-masters west of Hughenden allowed
Western: allowance ?

218 not, will the Minister state the reasons why
they were deprived: of this concession, considering it
is-granted to-others?

The - SECRETARY  FOR RAILWAYS

Hon. W. T. Paget, Mackay) replied—
1:and 2. Not specially; but this.is taken into
account when. fixing the salaries.. Salaries will be
reviged after. the Estimates have passed, but nothing
canbe:done at present. :
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HANDCUFFING TOGETHER OF BLACK AND
WHITE PRISONERS.

Mi.  FERRICKS asked the Home Secre-
tary— .

: 1.yIs' he aware that on Faturday, 17th September
last; a white man, who was arrested at Proserpine
and remanded to Innisfail on » charge of breaking
an employment: agreement; travelled. from Proser-
pine to Bowen - handcuffed o Billy . Boslem;:a
kanake, under committal to the: Supreme Court at
Townsville on & charge of wilfully murdering: his
wife, who was most brutally clibbed to: death: by
this infuriated kanaka;  algo;. that on' arrivalat
Bowen: the kenaka who! committed  thig ghastly

“mwurder and the white man who committed a venial
offerice weire marched; handouffed together, through
the streets to the lockup?

2. Seeing that such. sights. have bees previcusly
witnesséd: in Queensland during recent, years; will
he take steps to- prevent. g continuance of such
degrading spectacles?

The  HOME' SECRETARY (Hon.: J. G.
Appel, Albert) replied—

i. A 'white prisoner wag Handsuffed to a kanaka,
between- the railway and police stations, for safe
custody, s the former had préviously attempted
to- ezcape.

2. The action taken was, under the circumstandces,
unavoidable, and no unnecessary degradation was
caused thereby.

Mr. LENNON: Very unnecessary.

BurrEr MANUFACTURED. IN. BUTTER
FACTORIES,

Mr. BRESLIN (Port Curtis), in. the absence
of  Mr. Allen, asked the Secretary for Agri-
culture-~

In view of clause 108 of section 3 of the Dairy
Produce  Amendment Act of- 1905, -which requires

“owners or managers of butter factories to deliver
to an inspector monthly a full and aceurate state-
ment in the prescribed form, and to be verified in
the preseribed : manner, and showing the exact
amount of butter fat purchased or received from
suppliers by each factory during the preceding
month; and the amount of butter manufactured
therefrom, why is the information I asked for in
Question No. 1 yesterday not available?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. W. T. Paget, Mackey) replied—

This provision was included in the Act to enaple
© & check to be made if necesdary, but the occasion
has not arisemw to put it into force.

PrOMOTION OF POLICE OFFICERS.

Mr. FERRICKS asked the Home Secre-
tary—— ;
1. Is be considering tho abolition of the rule of twelve
or fifteen years® »tundivg that subinspecturs .and in-
spectors of police over fifty-five years of sge are not

eligible for promotion?

2. Would any  change, . while benefiting s few
aged officers, tend to delay advancement, deéstroy
ambition,  and" cause discontent among the rank
and file?

3. Was the fixing of the fifty-five years’ limit the®
result of abuses in the past-—political and othéerwise
—by which 0ld men remained in the service until
they got promotion to the highest rank to which
they could reach, and then rvetired on the highest
pension  which it ‘was possible to attain, thus be-
coming:-an-. unnecessary. burden  on; the police
superanndation fund ?

4. Do the: majority of officers now in the service
owe . their present position. to that rule which
creates vacanocies P :

5. Would it be just that a few such officers hav-
ing-thus benefited,  but who have now passed the
age of fifty-five years; should get the rule altered
to enable them to receive further promotion to the
prejudice of the young men in the lower ranks?

6. If-contemplating the.  abolition of “this  ruls,
will the: Government consider the: claims 'of many
officers 'who. retired on!'reduced pensions: owing to.
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the fifty-five  years’ limit; and state the cost to
the country of paying the full pensions sccording
to their Iength of service?

The HOME SECRETARY replied—

1..The rule has already been considered. and is
no’ longer:in' operation: Each case of promotion
will, in future, be considered on its merits:

2..The ‘change may; to some extent, delay ad-
vancement, - but it ghould not destroy ambition or
caude ‘discontent.

3. I am mot prepared to state the reasons which
guided. my ‘predecessors.”

4. No:

5. As each case will be dealt with on its merits;
no- injustice will be dene.

6.. This cannot be done,

Mr.  FarrIcrs: Thée police tell a different
tale to that.

ExcHANeE oF LAND.

Mr. LAND (Balonne) asked ‘the Secretary
for Public Lands—

Has he any objection fo laying upon the table of
the. House copies of all papers and correspondence’’
in' connection with exchange of land bstween the
Australian Pastoral Company and the Goveriment?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. D. ¥. Denham, Oxley) replied-—-

I have with ~me’ the papers,  which I shall he
pleased to hand the hon. member for perusal, and;
if: then he-desires copies tabled, I will: have them
copied, but it appears needless labour to copy thent
for purposes of tabling if full perusal will meet the
case: =

BIBLE 1N STATE SCHOOLS TEXT-BOOK.

Mr.. KEOGH  (Rosewood): asked the Secre-
tary for Public Instruaction; without nhotice-—

1. Are Messrs. Canny, Papi, Kennedy, Exley, and
Fowles the gentlemen selected to' compile the text-
book for Bible instruction in State schools? ;

2. Will the Minister consider the advisableness of
substituting the names of the Revs: D. J. Garland
and Rowe in place of Medsrs, Canny and Kennedy?

(No reply.)

Mr. KEOGH: I asked that question, be-
cause the third reading of the Bill is down for
this afternoon:

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

STATE EDUCATION: ACTS AMEND-
MENT BILL.
TuirRD READING.

< The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: I bag to move that the Bill be
read & third time.

My, LENNON (Herbert) : I rise for the pur:
pose of saying that I do not think this Bill
should be read a third time. Hon. members
will - perhaps remember that from:the very
inception of this measure I promised I 'would
oppose it at every stage, and I purpose keeép-
ing that promise, “and opposing. it at’ this
stage. The reason that I have for opposing it
is. that this  particular measure  was: forced
through Committes——

The SECRETARY FOR: PUBLIC : INSTRUCTION:
Nonsense !

Mr., LENNON: "And no consideration was
given to any reasonable amendments from this
side of the: House: I refer particularly to one
amendment which was drawn up for the pur-
poseof really facilitating the business’ pro-
posed to'be carried out under the measure—
to facilitate the thing in a-way that would not
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offend  the . religious  susceptibilities of the
children - attending, particularly. in one-room

schools, “and:also in flouting the parents of

those children: ' We contend that the children
in: State ~schools, particularly - in - one-rcom:
schools, having no place of retirement when
the lessons are bLeing
proposed by this side, fixing the time for re-
ligious-instruction at the closing hour of each
school day, should have been accepted without
question. . Had that been conceded; I say ib
would “have facilitated ~the desires of - the
gentlemen who intend to introduce religious
teaching in- schools, because those children
who 'desire  this religious teaching would be
there: to. be taught;, and those who do not
desire religious teaching would be allowed to
go- to. their homes. It was. a' reasonable
amendment, and I think I am justified; after
it was refused; in my appeal to recommit the
Bill o that it might be reconsidered. The
scornful attitude of the other side with regard
to - the  'several amendments.  we: proposed
justifies xae, even at this late stage, in oppos-
mg the third reading of the  Bil.' I also
oppose it on the ground that a very important
amendment moved by some’ member on this
side,  which "I 'may . briefly deseribe as the
‘“ gonscience  clavse,’’ ‘was ralso. rejected with
scornand contempt—a . clause . which was
moved. - for . the purpose ‘of ‘enabling  the
teachers 10 say whether they were,; in the first
place,  desirous of teaching, and in the second
place, whether they were competent to: teach
it. Surely no teacher should be compelled to
teach “anything that his conscience prohibits
him to: teach.. Nor should any teacher: be
compelled - to  teach ' anything in the Bible
which he may be: inclined to twist or distort
in such' a way. ds to bring ridicule on. it—to
make the children laugh' at its teaching and
thereby - offend ‘the ‘religious- feelings of the
comraunity,  and bring religion down' to. the
very lowest depths of degradation. I think
that would be a very wise clause to have intro-
duced - into’ the : Bill, so that if religion is
taught,  it’ will be taught with due decorum.
I regard religion as a very serious matter, and
I object at all times to that subject being
treated in a flippant manner. I think that,
even at this eleventh hour, the Sdcretary for
Public Instruction will be wise to recormmit
the Bill, so that these two practical, sensible,
and reasonable amendments might be included
in the Bill; otherwise I predict for the Bill a
very, very unkind reception throughout the
ecountry. I am quite satisfied it will not satisfy
the parents of the children, nor will it satisfy
the ~general community. I make this last
appeal to him. I see by the appearance of the
Minister that he will not listen to any appeal.
He' intends to carry the Bill through willy-
nilly. - However, I now make this most em-
phatic protest against: this: Bill being passed
mto law.. How can you call this a deliberative
‘Assembly, when' ‘we have no opporbunity- of
discussing reasonable ‘amendments or discuss-
ing any measure put before us-~when things
are forced through in: this House by the gag
without rhyme or reason?. I consider I would
be neglecting my duby if I''did not: utter, at
this present: juncture, my. most emphatic: pro-
test against the third reading of the Bill being
passed.

Mr. MURPHY (Croydon): I protest against
the third reading of this Bill, and my first
oint in opposition is; that the Bill was not
ogally passed by the House. I raised a cer:
tain poing the other afternoon; and; after look-
ing up the Standing Orders of the House of
Commons, I find that on page 109 of - the

“Manual of the Procedure of the Housge of :

11 Ocrosrr.]

iven; the amendment
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Comthons’’ it is laid down very distinetly in

dealing with the question of the closure; that

the motion  under this rule cannot be made

unless the Speaker or: Deputy Speaker is in

the chair. I submit that in' the later stages

of the Bill; when: Mr. Tolmis, the member for

Drayton: and Toowoomba, took your position

temporarily -and - presided over the. delibera-

tions of this. Chamber, he was not competent

to—as will be found on page 1128 of Hansord

—put a motion from the chair; moved by the

Premier, ‘ That the question be now put.”” T

say that the Bill has: been passed illegally by
this Chamber in' conseguience of that action.

My second objection to:the passage ‘of this

Bill is that, as a member of the Church of

England, I object to any other section of the

community being taxed to teach my religion -
in State schools.

The Premisr: Do you belong: to the Church
of England?

Mr. MURPHY: So:far as this Bill ig:
concerned, the Government have bludgeoned
it-through- this Assembly, and in doing that
they  stated that- they are ‘carrying out the
express will” of ‘the: people in connection with
thig  matter. - :And: while: bludgeoning  this
matter through' this: Assembly they have: left
matters: of ‘much’ more Importance alone—
matters which the Hon. the Premier promised
the electors distinctly that he would: passi I
know i my own disttict a married man with
four ‘children ‘who-lost: both of his legs in
connéection with ‘a4 mining accident; and we
find to-day that under our- Workers’ Compen-
sation Act he receives £1 a week. The Hon
the' Premier- distinetly promised, not only in
Rockhampton' but at  various  other  places
throughout Queensland, that there would be
an amendment of that Act in the direction
of giving at least half wages to people: who
were injured: I think that the leader:of the
Opposition is to be congratulated for the pro-
test which he has' made against this Bill.
This Bill was put through the Assembly most
shamefully. -~ Reasonable amendments, which
were proposed by members sitting in oppo-
sition, were resolutely refused by the Secre- -
tary for Public Instruction; and probably the
most important amendment of the lot—that
moved by the hon. junior member for Ipswich,
Mr. Blair—that is, the conscience clause with
regard to the teachers—was gagged through. -
this ' Assembly. . There was no  opportunity
afforded members to discuss that question ab
all.. The Premier took advantage of the fact
that he- had a’ majority behind him to gag
it through the Assembly. . In other countries
we  have seen what has happened  through'
clerical domination. -~ In: Queensland- to-day
there are certain clerics whoare endeavour- '
ing to dominate this Assembly:

QOprosITION 'MEMBERS: Hear hear!

Mr. MURPHY . They have been abusing
and. attempting: to: terrify  members of ‘this -
Parliament ever since: this question of Bible
readiig in: State schools came into the politi-
cal arena.. So far as I am: concerned, I.say
here definitely  that I ‘am not frightened of
any clergyman dominating me: . (Hear, hear!)
I do not care what denomination. they belong
to; while I have anything to do with politics
I will express my opinion in‘any way I like.
I shall express the opinion which I think is
the best one.. The fact that a clergyman or
the Bible in State Schools League may hold -
a big meeting and try to bring about my
downfall at the next election will not worry
me in-the least.. (Hear, hear!) - It is simply
shameful the way that certain clerics have
been "carrying on in  Queensland. - It is nob
going to do them  any good, and 'it-is nob -

Mr. Murphy.]
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going to do Parliament any good either. . The
passage. of this Bill through Parliament will
simply ‘mean ' the  introduction - of - sectarian
strife” throughout ' Queensland;  and the: Go-
= vernment which gagged this proposal through
the “Assembly are responsible for it. I think
myself, with the leader of the Opposition,
that- it would have been advisable if -the
Government had - endeavoured to: récommit
this Bill and allow us to deal with that gues-
tion of a conscience clause:: ' Of ‘course, we
shall see in' Queensland, as.a ‘result' of the
passage’ of this Bill; a  number of passive
resisters ‘amongst the' school ‘teachers of the
State. . I do: not wish to: say any more but
that the Bill has been passed illegally through
this’ Chamber, as the hon. member:for Dray-
ton and: Toowoomba 'wag not competent to
assist the  Premier to gag it through the
Chamber. T sincerely hope that we shall not
have 4 Bill like thiz introduced here again:
I am' satisfied that as soon as this Bill has
been passed through both Houses an agita-
tion-will be commenced for its repeal.  The

Secretary for Public: Instruction, in speaking -

the other night, suggested that as soon: as
this Bill: was: passed through Parliament the
matter would be allowed to-drop. - It will
not be allowed to drop at all.. We have been
- told that the agitation to get the Bible read
in the State schools has been carried on in
Queensland for the last twenty years.

Mr. May: Twenty-one years.

My, MURPHY:® We have also been told
that if the result of the last referendum had
not been in favour of the proposal, that the
pedple:: connected : with = that league would
not have been satisfied with “the verdict of
the people.. We know that in' South Australia
and -in Victoria the Bible in State Schools
Leagues are not satisfied with the result of the
appeal made to the ‘peoplé.” In Victoria the
question has been submitted to the people on
three  ocoasions; and there iz an. agitation
there on the  part of the Bible in State
Schools League. to have it submitted again.
So" that: when - the Bible' in - State  Schools
League and - the clerics controlling it talk
about members flouting the will of the people
and: going: back on their ' promises; they
should recollect: “what  the  Bible in- State
Schools League in: other: parts of “Australia
have done in connection ‘with this question.

Mr. CoTTriL: You voted to send it to the
people:

Mr., MURPHY : If T voted to send it to
the people; I ‘also voted to try to keep it
away from the people. The question of how
I voted has got nothing to do with the sub-
ject under discussion now.

Mr. Cotrern: It is' a sore point with you.

Mr. MURPHY : It is not a sore point with
e, because, sirice the House decided on that
referendum, there have been two elections ; and
on each occasion I stated that it did not
matter how the referendum went, whether I
went into Parliament or stopped out, I was
against Bible teaching in State schools, and I
‘was going to oppose it whenever it came up.
Anyhow, I voted against this Bill all through.
I-opposed it all through, and I am- pleased
to-day to be able to have another opportunity
of ‘recording ‘my vote against it. - The homn.
member for Toowong made a certain inter-
Jection just mow.: Of course, it is possible
that he will 'get up directly and defend his
action in - connection with it. - (Hear, hear!)

Mr.: Corrrrny I was ready to let it go to
the people, and I am prepared to carry out
the: will-of the people:

[Mr. Murphy.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Amendment Bill.

My MURPHY 1 All that the hon. member
for-Toowong is able to do is to walk in ‘and
vote for the gag.

The PremMirr: I have seen you doing the
same thing yourself. .

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LaNDS: And
he enjoyed it, too.

My, LesiNA:¢ You do not believe in: this
Bill.

Mr: MURPHY : If the Premier would only
speak up I would reply to him. This iy the

third reading. of the: Bill, ‘and, ag I said on

the second reading, if I-felt inclined to. vote
for it at  all; ‘after listening to: the -speech
delivered by the Premier I would vote against
it,  because: ‘he  delivered what I 'might call
an - atheistic: speech.

OprosrTioN MeMBERS: Hear, hear'!

Mr.  MURPHY : "After: listerning  to: the
Premier dealing with: this question; I certainly
would never be inclined to vote for it.  If I
am’ opposed to: it then the Premier is as
much to blame. as: anyone,. for he made =
most convincing speech against the Bill:

OpposrTiON MemMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr.. MURPHY : If there is an agitation
started “against this Bill we might do the
same as the farmers sitting in this Chamber
have done. . The farmers’ party, at their last
meeting, decided to have copies of the speech
of the Secretary for Lands distributed——

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I hope
the hon. member. will confine himself to the
question before the House.

Mr. MURPHY : I was just trying to point
out that the Premier made a most convincing
speech against this Bill." He pointed out all
the evils that would ‘ensue from the passage
of ‘'such a Bill, and yet he used his majority
to bludgeon it through the Assembly, and £
was suggesting that when I come to deal with
this. question in any: ofher place in Queens-
land I will take the Premier’s speech with
me, and say, ‘‘ Ladies and gentlemen,-—If any
of you think that-this will' be a' good thing,
I am sure that if you: will: only read the
speech deliversd in’ the Legislative Assembly
by Mr. Premier Kidston, then you will feel
thoroughly convinced: that it is a bad thing
to ‘introduce at "all.”’

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear; hear!

Mr.. MURPHY: I think i ~was a bad
thing. to introduce it at all. - The Secretary
for Public Instruction has been. most courteous
throughout the whole proceedings while this
Bill has been going through,: but that does
not. justify the introduction of the Bill at all.
The Secretary for Public Instruction and the
senjor member' for' Townsville are the only
two members of this Chamber who ever said
that they believed: in Bible reading in State
schools. :

The: SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
That is not correct.

Mr. MURPHY: So far as I recollect; they
are the only two.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
No; I heard another member advocate it the
other night. ;

Mr. MURPHY : Almost every member on
the Government: side of the House has said,
during the discussion: of the question whether
the matter should ‘be put to' the people or
not, that they were absolutely opposed to. any
alteration:of our present educational system:
However, the: matter ‘has been bludgeoned
through Parliament, and in a very short time
I suppose it will pass the other "Houge, and
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this alteration in our school system will take
place. .- As’ the Minister for Lands  pointed
out' not. very long ago, it’ will be a sad day
for Queensland: when the Government does
anything  to' alter our present system' of
-education.

Mr. LESINA (Clermont): As this will prob-
ably be the last opportunity that members
will have of voting against this Bill—to pro-
test against the' fundamental principles of it
—I: propose. to. take. full advantage of . it.
Tver since I have been connected with politi-
cal life, it has been my endeavour to keep the
Church and State for ever separate.

OprposiTION MuEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. LESINA: That has been ever my
guiding - principle,- and- here, : after’ twelve
years’ battling in this Chamber, because of
a, strange and fortuitous series of political
accidents that have gathered together on that
front Treasury bench a number of politicians
who, in order to keep office; will truckle, and

truckle, and . truckle, into the very gutter -

itself to keep there——
OrpposiTIoN MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. LESINA: In addition to passing legis-
lation” of one kind . or another, they lay
sacrilegous hands on our system: of public
education—a system erected by men of genius
and intellect” whose boots they are not fit to
clean.

OrrostTION MuMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. LESINA: I am surprised that a Go-
vernment - cati- be found guilty  of  laying
sacrilegous hands on our system of education.
If there is one thing that the people should
guard against, it i3 to'see that they keep the
teaching of our young children free from any
sectarian influence, and allow them: to be free
from- this aceursed ‘system’ of religious educa-
tion: With the system’ of ‘religious’ instruc:
tion. covered- by this particular  Bill, anyone
who " believes 1n " religious: tolerance at ‘all
will'see that it will lead to all sorts of evil,
and. I must. express my deep disgust at the
fact that a democratic Government could find
it possible to introduce such a measure.

OPPOSITION | MEMBERS: Democratic? - Al
legedly democratic. {Government laughter.)

Mr. 'LESINA: Allegedly democratic. Go-
vernment could find it in' accordance with
“their conscience to introduce such: religious
legislation.. They say they are doing this
because a certain number of people in the
country voted on this question, The people
were asked the question—

Are yow 'in favour of the introduction of the New
Sounth Wales system of Bible lessons in State schoo's?

And the Women’s Electoral League the other

day had occasion to express thankfulness that
. the. proposal: was carried by a majority of
17,000 people.  They said that it was carried by

the. people; and by a majority of 17,000 people.

But we know: that 150,000 people did not vote

at all at:that referendum: :

Mr. CorrerL: Why?.

Mr. LESINA : Because they took the Pre-
miet’s advice. - He said that those who were
congcientiously opposed. to- the introduction
of the Bible into the State schools should not
vote at all:: He said they should keep away
from the polling-booth altogether. R

The PrEMIER: That is not what the Pre-
mier said.

Mr: Ferricks: The Premier will say any-
thing he is told.

[11 OctoBEr.]
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Mr.- LESINA " He told the people who
did: not believe in: it not to vote.

The Premier: ~Those whose  conscience
would not let them:

Mr. LESINA: These people: who did not
vote should be' considered; and they will be
considered, ‘too, before very long, because
those of us who are opposed to religious teach-
ing i our schools will have to keep it alive.
Just as’ assuredly  as thosé who firmly and
sincerely beliéved in it kept it alive, so also
we who firmly and ‘sincerely are opposed to it
must keep: it alive. ' Just as those who sin:
cerely. and - strenuously’ fought for it until
they secured if, so: shall we have to. work
strenuously to' defeat it. ' They would not
have brought this question to. Sir: Thomas
MecIlwraith if he were the Premier.. They
would not have come to Sir 8. W. Griffith
with it.  They would not have come: to: Sir
Charles Lilley or to Mr. J. M. Macrossan ot
to half a dozen other men who loom head and
shoulders over the pigmies who. occupy: the
front Treasury benches to-day. = They were
statesmen in those days. These men are not
statesmen. They are  mere political atoms;
and the strings are pulled from the outside.
But they are not going to pull me from’ the

. outside to vote in favour of the

[4 pm.] measure  of the Bible in. State

Schools League.: I was inundated
with literature on this subject circulated by
the league.. I gob tons of it from Mr. Gar-
land, but I did not recognise that he had any
standing in the community in a matber of
this kind; he was merely the catspaw of a
number - of - agitators’ outside who' desired to
overthrow  our- present system of “education.
Mr. Garland:sent letters to all those who
were candidates at’ the last’ election;  asking
them for a- pledge to vote in favour of this
Bill. - Thig is the pledge he asked candidates
to- sign—

Bible in State Schools-—In: the event of the re-
ferendum. under: the Religious Instruction. in- State
Schools: Referendum = Act of 1908 being in :the
affirmative, will> you 'be’ prepared; if - elected to
Parliament, to give effect to the will of the people;
as expressed. by the referendum ?

Write answer here (yes or-no):

Name :

Address:

Electorate :

Numbers of them did sign that pledge, and
then  went back on it. . I did not do that, and
I do not think that any man who loves our
national system of education and desires to
preserve if, would dosuch & thing. - Any
man who. does a thing of that kind knows
that he would ge$ into any amount of trouble,
and no man would do it except the man who
wanted to get a few votes. Most of the can-
didates who signed that pledge did so in order
to shut Garland’s mouth, and in the hope of
gaining a few votes by his action. I'say that
a man who does that kind of thing does not
deserve a seat in this. House. I would rather
see my right hand cut off than lift it to make
an attack on our education system. The pity of
the:: whole: thing is that in this twentieth
century, when  wé find nations in Europe
tottering down in revolution—in red revolution
~because of religious  intolerance, we have
this ‘attempt to-introduce religious teaching
into our State schools. The promoters of the
movenent may be quite sincere in believing
that it will be a good thing, but we must not
forget: that no matter how good may. be
their intentions; - or how noble and. philan:
thropic may be their desire, we are faced by
the solemn faot that the opening of the door
of our State schools to &mistla,n teaching

Mr. Lesina.]
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means the opening of the door to sectarian-
ism - It cannot be disputed that to the Jew
Christian teaching is sectarian, and as Jewish
children attend our State schools they must
* withdraw, and must have the stigma that
they are not Christians placed even' more
publicly upon their brow than it is now, that
they are not Christians, And these are the
people of whose nationality Christ was. said
be. - A good many men. who signed the
pledge - demanded. by the . Bible: in: State
Schools League have since been brought:to
book by the league. A meeting was held by
the leagiie in. Mr. Rowe’s church on Sunday
afternoon to - criticise ' those: members who
voted against: the Bill, and to rejoice with the
Government. over the passage ‘of : the  Bill
through its ‘second reading ‘and Committee
stages, bo express’ appreciation of the noble
stand the: Premier took with regard: to the
Bill;: and admiration” of the action of  the
Minister for: Education in' sitting all night
and part of two days to push the measure
through under the operation of the gag.’ They
congratulated - themselves ~on - the fact = that
their agitation had been successful, and made
2 list of those members: who voted for the
Bill “and - another list of those who voted
against it, so that at election time they might
use their clerical influence in the constituen-
ocles” against those who opposed the meagure:
Is not that raising the spirit of sectarianism?
They are going to try to down any man who
voted against this Bill, and. why? = Because
that man believed that the State and the
Church should be kept separate in any com-
munity, especially - in -4 community  where
there: are’ s many creeds as: there are. in
Queensland. - This influence will very likely
be exercised against tmyself ‘and other mem-
bers; if ‘we seek the suffrages of the electors
at the mnext election, and yet the advocates
of the measure say it will not introduce sec-
tarianism. ~ into  our ~ political  instifutions.
Not only will the clerics use their influence
against us in elections, but the ’shmg will be
brought  up agginst us in - everyday life.
Therefore, those who object to this_kind of
thing must beconme passive resisters. We shall
be: taxed for the teaching of a system of re-
ligion “in our primary schools that we do not
believe: in;. and Mohammedans and Hindus
and men- of every creed and nationality will
be taxed for the teaching of that system. On
the eve of the last election -I received the
following letter from Mr:: Garland :— :

: Brisbane, 13th September, 1909

Dear Sir,—May ¥ request you to be good encugh
to° let me have @ reply by telegram to my letter
sending you a question asking if you were prepared
to give effect to the will of the people as it may
be expressed by the referendum on this subject.

T have already received promises from candidates
of ‘opposing political: views, and expeet that in
most of the electorates all the candidates will give
the promise. Where this is done by all’ the candi-
dates in ax electorate the effect is. to leave our
supporters perfectly free to vote for any candidate.

Yours~ sincerely,
Davip J. Garnanp, Organising Secretary.
3. Lesina, Hsg., M.L.A., Clermont,

Right on the eve of the election they sent
me. that letter; telling me that if I signed
their pledge their supporters would be per-
fectly free to vote as they liked. I stated on
the platform that ¥ did not intend to send
% reply; and I presume that because I did
not send that reply the people of my con-
*'stituency who belonged to the Bible in State
Schools Lieague were ‘not: free to . vote - as
they chose; but had to vote for a man: who

[Mr. Lesina.
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was in’ favour of religious instruction in State
schools. - Was that not an attempt at clerical
dominance in an- election? We: should know
neither creed . nor class nor nationality nor
anything else of that kind in’an election, but
that is only a sample of what we shall see if
we - introduce the sectarian spirit. into our
primary schools. - If this Bill goes through; it
will " be the worst day’s work that has ever
been done in Queensland.. The most danger-
ous enemy that democracy has got in Queens-
land is using his powerful influence to compel:
his party ‘to.pass this Bill, and I very much
deplore the fact: The points I take in op-
position to this Bill I desire to repeat once:
more;  as I regard: them  as fundamental--
fundamental ‘to the issue of State and Church.
We have: seen how clerical influence has been:
exercised in order: to obtain a promise from
candidates at the last election; we have seen
the. character of the agitation in - favour of
this: measure; -and we are’ justified’ in con-
cluding - that, 'if - suceessful in - this instance,.
they will “endeavour to influénce and' mould:
the political institubions of the State.. There:
can be no question as to the tendency of this
movement, - and: we must take up a- very
determined attitude with regard to it sooner or-
later.- I hope and trust that every Australian
Natives’  Association, cvery native-born mem--
ber- of . the  community,  will take up : this
matter, and make a vigorous stand against:
this' attempted interference with our national
system: of education. It has not sprung from
‘Australian natives; it iz  an. old-world move-
ment.- It is one of those things which cling,
like ivy, round their cathedrals and fanes and
ancient superstitions, and our sunshine should:
kill 'it - and ‘wither it: . I “object to  this. Bill
because (1) It is:a violation of the Gospel
principle of the separation of the Church and
State. I take even a more extended view,; a
materialistic view, of the matter, but I'do not
desire to dwell upon that aspect of the ques-
tion. I aldo object to the Bill because (2) it

< will necessarily infringe upon the rights of

certain  classes of citizens; (3) it will be a.
menace to religious freedom - and a departure-
from that generous policy which has been'a

bulwark of our Government;. (4) it will re-

quire the use of money, raised by compulsorv

taxation of all' classes of ‘citizens. which ‘is
contrary to the just principles of government; -
(5) it will necessarily establish a kind of State-
theology, and  ultimately make  a: religious:

test necessary for the holding of public trust

as @ teacher, which is a violation of the privi-

leges of: civil government; and; (6): the teach-

ing of religion does not belong to: the State;

but. belongs to the home;: to the church; and’

to the private school supported  entirely by’

private. contributions. I take those points,

any one of which is fatal to the principle of’
this Bill. . If the people who do not believe in-
this’ measure for introducing religious. teach:
ing ‘into our State schools desire to appeal to-
the country ac¢ainst its injustice, I know of no
hetter ground to' go upon than the' speech
delivered: by the Hon. the Premier in: sup-
port . of - the » Bill. . I shall make - just 'one
quotation from his speech in justification of "
that view. - The' hon. gentleman took -this

view of the question: that he challenged the

right ‘of. the parent to take hig child and im-

print on. his plastic mind  cértain’ theolocical’
doemas.: That is a- materialistic  view. It is

the view taken by thogse: philosophers: who-
teach materialism, and have no faith in re-

velation. - T have here The Martyrdom: of:
Ferrier,” by Joseph. McCabe, from: which' I

shall quote a’ short’ extract; showing that the-:
Premier is really s disciple of Ferrier on-the:
one hand-—
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i An HONOURABLE MEMBER: And of Garland

“on the other,

Mr. LESINA: Andof Garland on the other; -

‘a5 far as the teaching of theology to: children
is concerned. ' The extract is 8s.follows:—

A8 {s: motoricus, the "child is born: without any
preconceived: idea, and in the course-of life it im-
bibed the : idens - of  those who first surround- it,
wodifying them afterwards according to its culture;
observations, and relation to its envircnment. ' I
clearly follows that, if the child be educated in
true,  positive ideéns: aboup all things, and taug]qt
that, to avoid errors, it is indispensable: that it
should ‘accept  nothing on. faith, but only what
science can demonstrate, the child will grow up with
its powers of observation sharpemed: and with. an
aptitude for all kinds of study. To educate
children  with - freedom =~ from- prejudiee = ...
the- whole: value of education consists in  respect
of the physical, intellectual, and moral will of the
child. The true teacher id -he who 'can
defend  the child against ‘his own will and ideas,
making his appeal in increasing measure to the
énergies of “the: child himself. ;

That s entirely In harmony with what the
honi gentleman said in: his speech in favour
of ‘this Bill. . He ‘recognised ‘that to give to
the: . olergy the control of ‘children in -their
early infancy, when the mind. is plastic and
they are filled ‘with wonder and surprise:at
every new thing, they can:be influenced  for
their whole lives. | The churches to-day are
half empty. I go in occasionally and look at
them, and T see that there are about ten
woment for every one man.

The ~FPruEyizr: Have' you ~never noticed
that peculiarity. in theatres?

Mr. LESINA: Not unless there was'a very
poor play-on.  Then the sudience was neces-
sarily limited. - I'do not know whether the
knowledge or entertainment - provided in the
churches  is-of yuch 4 character as to deter
the: people” from attending church, but - the
fact remains that there is not one person in
every five—if the percentage is: so. high~-in
the community who goes to church to-day.
Evenif ‘theutrical ‘methods’ are adopted  to
attract the people; as is- done by Mr. Rows,
the attendance at churches generally is very
poor. - The churches "are evidently not. con-
cerned. about boys and girls: of thirteen or
fourteen years of age and upwards who are
employed in our factories, and do not get them
to attend church; but they want to catch the
children when very "~ young, and - inoculate
them with the virus of their pestilential theo-
logical notions, believing that they will after-
wards' remain attached to' the churches. and
keep them what they have been for centuries.
I :say that, if that is their idea, I am not a
bit’ surprised that they want: to. throw wide
open. tha doors of -our State schools to men:
like: Garland ' ‘and his tribe, but it is. zot
going to’ be a good thing for Queensland.- I
believe in absolute. intellectual: freedom in
thig matter.  Let. the child elect his own pat-
tioular: faith later ¢n, if the Hime comes when
he feels it morally necessary, but to take: our.
State schools, which are free to all, and sup-
ported by the taxpayers; and to hand them over
-to” sections of ‘one class! to. teach their frag-
mentary’ theological Opinions; ‘miost of which
have ‘been réjected: by philosophers; is t0-my

< mind -a. dangerous experiment. The “argu-
raent is sometimes raised that: the result of
our systern of eddcation is nob so-satisfactory
tas it 18 in other “States, but the' children
turned out by the ‘Queensland ‘schools: justify
me in believing that our:system is an.excel-
lent: one. * {Hear, hear!) - Will the: Promier;
who ‘is. with s to’ some extent; “although he
agrees with this Bill because the majority of
the people favour it—will he, as he promised,
1910-~4q . g
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or as heindicated the other day, make some
effort ‘to seb at rest the minds of shose people
who appear to be agitated over the growing
immiorality of these children? It is-said that
one reason why they have asked for this legis-
lation is because: the Queensland’ children- are
immoral. . That is’ with Christian teaching,
with churches: at every cornier, Sunday schools
in every direction, and scores of theologians

- engaged in the business<~with  lay. preachers

like. the Minister  for: Public/ Instruction; and
his- brother the: hon. member: for Warwick,
ever preaching throughout the " laudi = Yet
they state to-day that our children are grow-
ing: up “as pagans, immoral, and-degenerate.
The statement goes to Great Britain, France,
Germany, and Arnerica, that all' over Queens-
land children are growing up immoral and
degenerate: ;

Mr. Corrins: The Scotbish Agricultural
Cominissioners do not say so—they say they
are the finest-looking children they bhave seen.:

o Mpo LESINA: The Scottish  Agricultural
Commissioners say that because they have ne
axeto grind.. It is a serious thing to have these
statements made. I pointed ont in aquestion I
asked the Premier the other day that statistios
show that our children are as good as children
in any other part of the world='that in the
possession. of those faculties which go to make
up a-moral childhood the children of Queens-
land are as good as any other children: And
this  statement. made by clericals, ‘who by
that: statement alone publicly ' confess their
failure in the teathing of the children, should
induce” the Premier to deny the statements
on the first public “occasion that offers.  But
I do not believe ‘there 'is” any  truth in it
The complaint has been made for a particular
purpose; first and: foremost; to induce people
to believe that the home: has failed; the Sun-
day school ‘has: failed, the church: has failed.
Then they come to. the State, and ask Mr.
Kidston;, - as head " of “the Government—as
head of the State—to.lend: them  the = State
schocls, and the State school servants.

My, Frrricxs: And he said;, ©“ Ves,” if you
will vote for us at the Federal elections:

Mr.: LESINA: They had said to the Pre-
mier, ‘ We have thumped. our Bibles in our
pulpits till gur hands are sore, we have walked
up and- down to our Sunday schools until-our
boots ‘are ‘worn cut, we have availed our-
selves of such lay assistance as we can get,
until 'we ‘are tired ; in the homes it has been 'a
failure, and it is & failure in' the church and
in the Sunday school, and now, in order that
we ‘may - rescue the children of Queensland
from’ the headlong ruin ahead upon’ which
they appear to be bent, we ask you to allow

‘us to use the State schools and the State school

teachers ‘to-teach our fundamental beliefs.”
Is not ‘that a confession: of failure; of ‘incom-
petence; of cowardice; and; above all things,
a confession: that the only way:to succeed in
making Christians fill thetr churches is'to get
the children young in their State schools; and
force them' to imbibe the: fundamental prin-

““eiples of ‘their theology in their young minds?

Was there ever a more humiliating confession
of abject: failure stamped upon the face of any
movenient since’ ‘man  began to  talk aboub
progressive ideas? - The. Premier has: ' not
advanced an argument as to why he ‘should
openour State school doors to this teaching.
Tf we pass this stage of the Bill, it will be
putting our seal of approval on the last effort
made:  If i goes through this Chamber,
there' is 'a hope that it will not go through
another. . The men up- there are “not swayed

Mr. Lesinad]
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by popular sentiment, nor swayed: by clerical
domination; they are not to be bludgeoned
to their knees and compelled o sign a pledge
in the hope of securing .an odd theological
vote here and there. .I should rejoice to see
them reject: this measure.

The Premigr: There is hope in the House
of  Liords 'yet.

Mr. LESINA: Yes; there is hope in the
If they take such ' an

should very much fsel inclined to abate some
of my: hostility: to that Chamber. - (Laughter.)
I should be inclined to call'a halt to the agi-
tation for its abolition for 'ayear or  two.
(Laughter.) - I do: not know that I should
break off - altogether.
one. vote: will settle this measure.

The. papers ™ say' that
Hov{ that
I certainly
think ‘the leader-of the Opposition took the
right attitude in ‘making this final protest this
afternoon, and I trust that he will push the
protest to ity logical conclusion by dividing
the Chamber. :

Mr. FERRICKS (Bowen): Seeing that cir-
cumstances over, which I had no control pre-
vented me from speaking on the second read-
ing-of the Bill, I will not occupy any great
Iength “of time in making another protest on
the final opportunity which presents. itself.
Like the hon. member for Clermont, I have
been: the ‘recipient. of . pledges . framed  and
forwarded by the Rev, D J. Garland, and it
would have been'a very simple matter for me
to have signed ‘‘ Yes' or *“ No.”There was
a- blank left for either word. . The envelope

“was addressed and stamped; and all that was

necessary -was. to write the single word “Yes”
or “No,” and my ‘action was to  promiptly
toar it in: pieces. ands put: it into: the waste-
paper basket. " The most astounding aspect
of this question to mie has been not only: the
wishy-washy speech with which it was" in-
troduced by the Minister for Education, but
the  weak speech’ with which it was followed
by the Premier, and I think I can justify our
opposition’ to' this measure. throughout the
plece ‘in’ no. better ‘way than by briefly re-
capitulating some of the arguments advanced
by the Premier in his speech on the second
reading.. He: told us: plainly that: he: would
expect a teacher when teaching Bible lessons
in- State schools to impart his opinions to the
pupil consciously or unconscicusly. -~ He said
if ‘a teacher were an agnostic, -he would im-
part his agnosticism to the pupil; if he were
a Jew, he would impart those opinions to the
children, and simiﬁ)a,rly right- through the
various denominations. Now that, t6 my mind,
is altogether at variance with the desires of the
people who have advocated this proposal, and
who have been the means of having it brought
before this Chamber, for they do mnot want
any ‘agnostic' teacher to impart agnosticism
to any pupil. ' They do not want any. Jewish
teacher to impart his particular opinions to
the children of any persuasion to bring them
to his way of thinking ; and in the same way
the thing ‘applies right" through - the - piece.
If there' is one salient objection more than
another 'it: was the' rejection  of the pro-
posal - which = emanated from = the - junior
member for Ipswich last: Friday, asking that
a conscience ‘clause should be reserved to the
teachers in our State and Provisional schools.

In all consistency the Minister for Education
and the Government should have acdepted that -

amendment.

{ They have already provided a
conscience:

clause  for :pupils; . or . for ' the

parents of pupils, and 1t would only have

[Mr. Lesina.
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been g fair thing for them to have accorded
the same right to 'teachers. That is to say, -
if ‘@ teacher wished to 1mpart- Biblical know:.
ledge to his pupils he could do so; . but, if he
had :conscientious: cbjections to doing 'so, he

“should ‘not be . forced to. teach.: But we find

that the Minister, in a lame sort of way, said
that 'he could: nof accept the' amendraent,
because it was not in vogue-in other States of
the Commonwealth—that is to say, they have
1o conscience ‘clause in - New South. Wales or
Western ‘Australia; if I remember rightly.

The SECRETARY FOR' PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
?id? he mnot say something more  than:: that,
007 . .

Mr. FERRICKS: No; I'was straining my
ears to. endeavour to catch any argument of
the Minister 'in " charge of the Bill against
the ‘acceptance of the conscience clause, but
I was unable to- do it.

Mr. Payne: He adduced no argument.

Mr. FERRICKS: If it is logical that we
should -~ never - ‘advance—or, if - New' South
Wales and Western Australia: should “wish to
commit national suicide; is that any reason
why we: should follow them?  That was the
argument of the Minister boiled: down. . We
contend that he admitted the argument which
he -denounced, and = showed ‘that teachers in
the ' State schools would: avail themselves of
the privilege of being exempt—that is to say,
they would  object :from ~conssientious and
other  reasons to imparting knowledge  on
Biblical ‘questions.: To aceept that argument
isito: accept one of ‘the best that could be
advanced against the whole proposal, becauise
it has been acknowledged by the Minister

“that 50 per cent. of them would not teach it

at any price.  Why should: we force it ‘upon
them? - That has been the whole contention
of the Minister, in his very lame attempts in .
refuting’ the = advocacy of the hon. member
for Ipswich. There is another aspeet. It is
very apparent that: the steps which the Pre-
mier- has taken in’ this connection are not of

his- own free will—so he has-given ug to
understand. - Thern it is reasonable for us to -
ask him, as the nominal head of the Govern-
ment,. why should he do it in order to please
any “organisation . or league? The  thing is
intolerable. - The people in a league outside
have put themselves over the Parliament and
Government of Queensland. - They have held
caucus - meetings  with' all' due' pomp ~and
atray, and they have given the Premier and
the Government to understand. that if they
do not. take action in the direction they wish;,
then the.- Government, - and ' the Premier in
particular, would-hear more about it. - Since
they have seen that it is probable that this
measure will pass the Assembly, these worthy
people have turned ' their: "attention .to" the
Yegislative ~ Council, - and, = ‘although ' they
realise” that bounce is no ‘good there, they
are depending- on’ the fact that the majority
in: that House are favourable to' their pro-

‘posal—in that many of the.latter appointees:

to the Upper House are rabid Kidstonians—
and the Bible in State Schools Lieague realise
that  while they have been appointed because
they have been subject to the Kidstonian Go-
vernment; they have the Premier: to thank:
for their appointment  and: that' they will
obey his: desires 'in' thiy connection. Now the
attitude of this party is not an anti-religiousor
a: bigoted or a- biassed one.  We aim at a
tolerant view of these things. We say that
the people of Queensland should be treated
fairly - and justly—-creeds and nationalities all
alike-<gpecial favours to none, but fair treat-
ment to all.. When the Premier, through his
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deputy, the Minister for Education, gagged
this conscience clause /in: the “Assembly  last
week, that, in my opinion; won: the  next
election for the: Labour party, because we
can go to the country and say that the Pre-
mier; who, on his own showing, iz opposed:to
Bible reading in State schools—-who does not
believe in the Bible at il from his own show-
ing in ‘this Chamber, who has no: sympathy
with the proposal=~went to the extreme step
of bludgeoning “and gagging the conscience
clause in the ‘Assembly in face of the opposi-
tion: shown by the representatives . of the
people.. Now, what are we to think of gentle-
men-on: the opposite side of the House who
are. very outspoken in their. comments out-

side ‘this Chamber regarding such
[4.30 p.m.] a measure?  We have had them

airing - their’ knowledge  through
the Press and on' the platform, and what do
they do when they come in this: Chamber?
They. vote at’ the dictation or desire  of the
Premier and his servile followers::We have
better ground than that to go on.. We' say
that we can. go before the country and ad-
vocate that no sectarian differences should be
introduced into’ this fair ~Australia  of ‘ours.
We should rise superior: to that sort: of thing,
and the-only way we can bring our young
nation up: to the standard which we desire is
to have  a’ speedy - return to  our  splendid
system ‘of secular education  which has stood
the: test of thirty-five years, and which, I
venture: to' say, would have stood another
thirty-five years..  And more than that, if it
had ‘not been for the fact that we have a
servile Premier——

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

My. FERRICKS: Who, in: his' desire:to
cling to: office;  has kowtowed “to the Bible
in’ State: Schools League on' the one side,
has made every vain endeavour to'get sup-
port from the other people, while, as mentioned
by the hon: member. for: Clermont, if ‘we had
a statesman in-'Queensland to-day at the head
of ‘affairs, what would: have: ‘beenhis reply
to those: deputations. and: those. infimidation
meetings which have been held—do you think
it ‘would have been to submit to those people?
During  the  last few years—ever since. the
hon, gentleman “has been at the head: of
affairs—he has kowtowed first to the right
and then to the left—first to the Bible in
State Schools League and then to the Licensed
Victuallers’  Association. = At the béginning
of thisisession: he propounded proposals: to
give  three sops to these  people. -~ First the
Bible in: State Schools Bill, next the Police
Offences: Bill, and finally the Licensing Bill,
and he has made such good progress with
this thing—-he has given these people one
of “their sops, and he-thinks it is. a good
thing to:-drop the other two. He will drop
the Licensing  Bill,'and he 'will be palliating
the Licensed ' Victuallers’ ~Association. - We
contend that  this is not: statesmanship, -as
mentioried by the hon. member for Clermont:
1t 1s the ‘practice of ‘a diseredited politician.
I say this party has nothing to:fear.  We do
not want another:referendum on:this matter.
The next referendum. will be when we go to
the country at: the next election, and we are
prepared to. go to the country on this: issue,
that we should allow fair play to" all creeds
and all’ nationalities  and special favours to
none.

Mr. MoLACHLAN- (Fortitude Valley): As
this is the last opportunity we shall have of
saying  a ' word: on: this- amendment ‘of ' the
Education Act, I desire to-enter my emphatic
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protest against the third reading of the BilL
Ever since I have been in this: House, and
at each stage, when this measure, or a similar
.measure; was introduced into: this  House; I
have opposed it. I have taken every oppor-
tunity ‘I can find of endeavouring to prevent
the  passage of this ‘measure through ' this
Chamber, ‘and to prevent any interference at
all ' with our present system of education.  In
that,” I and:others who have taken up that
attitude, “have been unsuccessful:: We were
not: able to - defeat the Bill on its second
reading. 'We then took the next best course
offering to-'us,. and that was to endeavour to
amend: the Bill in  Committee in such a way
that would make it a better Bill than it is at
the present time, but we have not been ‘able
to amend it at all. I am convinced, by the
attitude taken up by the Secretary for Publie
Instruction in connection with' that measure,
and by the  Premier and supporteérs of the
Government, that it is absolutely useless to
attempt: to- amend at any time any  Bill
brought into this House, and it appears to
me' that no: opportunity is to be afforded: to
members on the Opposition side of the House
of introducing amendments after any measure
‘is submitted -for their consideration.

The' SEORETARY ¥OR" PUBLIC INSTRUOTION:
Weaccepted some of your amendments.

The PrEMIEr: Every reasonable one:

Mr: McLACHLAN : The Minister accepted
two  amendments from this side of the House.
One was the insertion of the words ‘‘or
guardian,”. which practically meant’ parents,
and left the' clause as it ‘was, and the: other

~ was. - an . Inconsequential . amendment-—an
amendment  in. which' the word. * separate’’
was inserted, which provided that a separate
reading book “will - now 'be used.:: Those are
the only amendments the Minister: was pre-
pared to accept from this: side of the House.
Whether: he will "accept any amendments in
another place; I do not know. We put forward
several amendments on this-side of the House
which would have had the effect of materially
improving the measure: . Oné amendment
which was suggested, and which was: moved
by :the hon. member for Ipswich, Mr. Blair,
—the conscience clause for teachers-—was one
which should - have: been  accepted. . I' think
it is &' most unfair thing for any Government
to- compel the peérsons who are engaged in
the Education Departiment to- give religious
instructionin the State schools against their
owrn. inclination.. ' The hon. member refused
to accept that amendment and one or two
other  amendments which' were proposed. - The
#Minister “said -he could ‘not: accept them--
would  not: accept them—and’ stated that in
the other States where religious instruction
ig" included  in ' the ' educational  ‘system:  no
such ' provisions. wetre inserted in the: Act:
Still; it was pointed out conclusively from this
side of the House that two: amendments sug-
gested are to- be found in: the New South
Wales and Western Australian Acts. I refer
to: the ‘amendment: which  would have the
effect of “making it compulsory that there
should be at least four hours” secular instruc-
tion inour schools. . That clause is in the
New South Wales  Act. I quoted the clanse
and showed the Minister that the clause was
there. ‘Another amendment we suggested was
the one  moved. by the- hon. member: for
Bowen, that the children who are to receive
religious - instruction - would  have to . receive
it separate from the other children of the
school. . That clause also ig to be fotnd in
the New South Wales and Western Austra-
lian: Acts. . If that amendment had been ac-
cepted  the Bill would have had the effect of

Mr. McLachlon.}
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,px;oviding for’ the children—particulaily - chil-

. dren ‘attending: one-roomi- schools—a  special

¥

room: for them. At the present time in ones
room: schoolg there is only one teacher and
there is no- possibility of separating them: at
the " time the: religious. instruction: is.  being
given-—there is no other teacher to: take up
the curriculum: to~ those: children who' have
conscientious- reasons. for  not: receiving re-
ligious instruction=there:is no way atall jn
the one-room: schools for the children who do
not. participate . in  this: religious  instruction
getting other ‘education;  and it means that
that time will be lost to those children:

The SECRRTARY -FOR. PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
Do you know there are 1,600 one-room schools:
in' New South Wales?

Mr. MOLACHLAN : Quite so, and the New
South -Wales 'Act says the instruction mush
Lo separate, and provides a way whereby

_thoge children shall receive secular instruction

while the  religious -instruction is going -om.

“"Thére  is . no. such ‘provision in our- Act. . It

seems to me that the Bill was brought to its
Committee stage with the full determination,
by. the power of the members sitting behind
the. Government, of ‘carrying it through as
it ‘was presented to the House, so where was
the use of the Commitiee stage at all?" The
hon. gentleman might just as well; when he
introduced the first clause; have said, ‘‘Here
is the Bill: It doss not matter what amend-
ments you move; weé aré not going to accept
them.””" That, in':effect, is what toock place:
The Minister sat- there in-his. place and: de-
clined: to accept: amendment after amendment
moved by this side of the House, except the
two inconsequential ones which I referred to.
The Secretary for. Public Instruction knows
full “well' that the amendments accepted did
not affect the provisions of the Bill.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
You said I did not accept any of them:

Mr, McLACHLAN: T am quite prepared
to -admit the wonderful magnanimity of the
Secretary for Public Instruction when he- ac-
cepted those two amendments. ;

The Prumisk: And yet you are not satisfied.

Mr.. MOLACHLAN: I am not satisfied
when our education system is interfered with
in the way proposed. ;

Mr. Ferrioks: You will find the country. iy
not satisfied:

Mr. McLACHLAN: I could take up a good
Jeal of time in talking on this measure—I
anderstand under the Sessional Orders I could
take half an hour—bub I am satisfied on this
point:. My action at the present time on thé
third reading is not going to have the effect;
T fear, of preventing its passage. . The Pre-
mier himself has no belief in any interference
with our educational system. He stated in his
socond-reading speech that. ke believed our
oducational system has given satisfaction and
it should not be interefered’ with, but simply
because .a certain  section. of ‘the people of
Queensland—a minority of - the . people  of
Queensland—have decided that this alteration

‘should take place, then the Premier is' pre-

pared to sink his own opinion and to sink hig
desire not to alter our present educational
‘system, ‘and: is now carrying an amendment

‘of the Act through this House at the instiga-

tion of a féw people who worked up an agita-
tion. .
The SECRETARY FOR' PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
And who obtained a very big majority.

M. MCLACHLAN : The Premier stated. in
his” second-reading ‘speech ‘that he knows full
well that this will have the effect of stirring

Falr. McLachian.
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up sectarianism in Queensland=in reply to an
interjection of mine he made that admission-~
and I think it isa great pity that the hon,
gentleman: who  leads the Government and
the responsible -Minister: at the head of the
department  should be a party to any amend-
ment of our: Educational - Act which ~ will
have the effect of stirring up this sectarian
element; and will - be  felt “ab every election
time throughout the length and breadth of
Queensland. . Ag pointed: out: by the hon.
member for: Clermont, already, before we had
the amerding Bill' introduced at.all;: sectarian-
ism' was introduced into the last election by
reason:ofcertain  statements -having been
made by a gentleman-2a leading light in this
particilar body who have fathered this agita-
tion right through-—to candidates, that'if they
did not sign a pledge submitted to them, they
would feel compelled to interfere with a num-
ber: of - those persons who were ‘adherents of
their: particular league in’ the: way. in’ which
they should vote. T received numbers of those
letters 'in the way other hon. members re-
ceived them, and; whether it was considered
courteous: “or - discourteous, I declined : to
answer any one of them. At an election time;
when an hon. member is seeking the suffrages
of his constituents, he is on the platform
be shot at, and any person in the community
who has a desire to ask a candidate a ques-
tion, that is the place he should ask it, and
not pester -him.. with . letters—and threats at
that. . I-do not propose to take up any further
time; and; in. conclusion, enter my. most em-
phatic ‘protest against any alteration of our
present educational system; and if the deputy
leader of the: Opposition: calls for a division,
and I hope be will, I will' be' found voting
against the third reading of the Bill.

The PREMIER: When the: deputy leader
of - the' Opposition made a. formal  protest
against the third reading of = this  Bill, ‘I
thought that was all right.” When the leader
of - the other  section-—I suppose he’ is the =
leader” of the other section-—also made a pro-
test against the third reading of the Bill, I
thought it might be all right.  But I hardly-
think this is the time for a general discussion:
on the principle of the measure.  The hon:
member. for  Clermont" made a very: lively:
speech—a very good speech*-and with a great
portion of it I entirely agree, but he had this:
misfortune-—that he was making his speech at:
the wrong time. It was of no consequence at
all. . His ar%uments ought to have been  ad-
dressed  to’ the men and women outside who:
settled this question:

GoveErRNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

1i'_[‘he PREMIER:"And not to this House at
all.
Mr. Foipy: You did not give us a chance.

The PREMIER: This House has no right
to settle this question except to give effect to

* the "wishes of their masters, the . people of

Queensland. = What I wish ‘to point out is
that probably no Bill which: I have seen before
this Chamber has been so improperly hindered:
on its third reading as this Bill:

Mr. Lesiva: It -is-a. very important Bill,
and inakes a big departure.

The PREMIER: It is' a: very important
Bill, a Bill on which men feél very strongly.
But it is a Bill which hag been brought in and
gone' through 'in: this :House 'under these ¢ir-
cumstances: That in the House, and in caucus-
moeting, and - in personal: conversation with
members on-this side of the House, it has:
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been anncunced repeatedly that no man was
under any ‘obligation: to-the Government to
vote in any way for this Bill.

GOVERNMENT Mrasurs: Hear, hear !

Mr.: Ferrrcxs: You ' do have caucus meet-
ings, then?

The PREMIER: So far as this side of the
Chamber is concerned; the Bill has been abso-
lutely non-party.

GoveanusNT Meyvprnrs: Hear, hear!

The SEORETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
That is so.

Mr. Lxsiva: There are not. ten men over
there who believe in this departure.

The PREMIER: Although it is a very im-
portant Bill—important in the sense that men
feel very strongly on it—that men have con-
scientious. opinions about it on one side or
the  ather—I wonder that hon.. gentlemen
opposite, who take so much credit to them-
selves for: having conscientious views on this
matter; cannot understand that there may. be
mern who' differ - with them—who < may alsc
have conscientious views on the matter.

My, LrsiNA: The Minister  for Education
has; you-have not:

The "PREMIER: Hon. members: opposite
cannot: understand that, - These hon. gentle-
men who talk about toleration cannot have a
little toleration in supposing that men who
differ from them may be just as conscientious
as themselves.  In any case, imputations have
been made about the clerical influence that
has dominated the Government.

Orrosrrion MuvwBERS: Hear, hear!

The PREMIER: And we have been told
abdout the undue influende on' members on this
side.

Mr. LEsina: There has been clevical: domi-
nation. - We will have the rack and thumb-
screw. next.

The PREMIER : These things are very
nasty charges when they are true, but they
are quite innocuous when there is nothing in
them at all. )

GoverNMENT MEVMBERS: Hear, hear !

The PREMIER: And I do not pay the
slightest aftention to them. only point
out that this Bill has come before this House,
has been discussed in this House, and has
been . settled in this House on absclutely non-
party lines.

GoveErNMENT MEeMBERS: Hear, hear!

The PREMIER: No man was constrained

inany: way at all to vote one way or the
other on this Bill. At least no man on this
side was constrained by the Government, -and
if 'any man has been constrained on the
other side he ‘can speak for himself, - But no
man: has been constrained on this side of the
House. . Yet, despite that fact; it is pabent
to: everyons: that the Bill has gone through
the House by a very large majority.

Myr. FeRRICKS: Al very servils majority.

The PREMIER:: Servile to whom?"

My. Ferricxs: To: the  Biblle in . State
‘Schools Lieague.

Hon. E. B. Forrest: Get out.

Mr. Lesva: Of course yoy are.

Hon. E. B. Forresr: Rof!
{Laughter.)

The PREMIER: No person need be servile

(Liaughter.)

Absurd.

or under_ the dictation of the: Bible in State -

Schools League unless they wish to be.
Mz, Krogu: I know T am not. (Laughter.)

[11 OctonEr.]
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; The: PREMIER : At the same time, it is
just. as  permissible for a’ member of this
House to be under the domination of the
Bible in State Schools League as to.be under
the domination of; say, the Workers’ Political
Organisation * of  Bundaberg.. - (Government
laughter.)

Mr.” Ferricks: That is a great admission.
That is the first thing you have admitted yet.

The PREMIER: In' the long and weari-
some discussion wé have had, there was scarcely
one argument used that was not out of place
in this House. Those arguments would have
been quite proper to address to. the: electors
who were going. to~ settle the ‘matter; but;
they having: settled it,” I venture to -assert

that they were quite out of place

{5 p.m.] here, while admitting’ that this

. is- an important Bill: © The Land
Bill is' also. a very important’ Bill. of 205
clauses, involving many complicated and diffi-
cult problems. in lands administration; and
this Bill of only one clause had already taken
up.on- its: second reading more than: twice
the time the Land Bill took before the closure
was- applied:

My, CorriNg: In a despotic way.

The PREMIER:  Members spent on the
second reading of this Bill twice the time that
was spent on the Liand Bill.

Mr. Murran: Why didn’t: you: give ‘us: a
chance to discuss the Mines Regulation Bill?

The PREMIER: And, further, time equal
to three ordinary sittings of the House was
oeoupied on the one clause of “this Bill in:
Committee before the closure was applied.

Mr.. Frrricxs: What is' more important
than the education of-a country, anyhow?

The  PREMIER : Well, after all: that dis-
cussion,. the Bill” went through, “and went
through with very large majorities—unusually
large majorities. . Do lion. members think they
can introdude anything new . this afternoon
which is likely to make this House change its
opinion? .

Mr. Murraw: You. have not told us any-:
thing new yourself.

The PREMIER: The House has decided
by a large majority in favour of this Bill, and
the country has decided by a large majority.

Mr. FrRrICkS:  The country  will" decide
against it next time.

The PREMIER: The country has decided
by a very large majority in favour of if, so
what can be hoped for from prolonging the
discussion on the third reading of the Bill?
No good. possible. . The only thing that: will
happen will be that it will shorten the time
set apart- for the  discussion of  the Local
Authorities Bill.

Mr Tueopore: What time has been’ seb

. dpart?

The PREMIER : I am 1ot only referring to
the second reading of the Local Authorities
Bill. . The second reading’ of that Bill is, or
should be, a purely formal matter, and may
go through in five minutes, but it will shorten
the time set apart for the discussion on. the
Committee stages of the Bill.

Mr. FErRIOKS: What does it matter? What
is the use of Committeo stage when you  will:
niot accept any amendments from this side?

The PREMIER: I suggest to the House
that, however strongly & man may feel on this
matter, recognising what the position'is, they
should boil ‘their. protest down;  come to a
vote, and have done with it

Hon. W. Kidston.]
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Mr. KEOGH  {Rosewood): The Premier
stated that there was nothing put forward to
make any of his followers vote any way than
a8 they thought proper. With that statement
I quite agree. . But at the same time I think
that the Premier and members of the Govern-,
ment were decidedly wrong in putting this
measure through by the gag. I must decidedly
enter my protest against that. -

Mr.  LESINA:
Garland.

Mr. KEOGH: No, I.am not:  (Laughter.)
I am not frightened of  Garland or:Rowe or
any: other man.  (Laughter.) : My: object in
asking ‘that question this afternoon: in regard
to the constitution of the committee that has
been appointed to carry out the Bible in State
school lessons—namely, :Messrs. Canny, Keén-
nedy, Papi, Exley, and Fowles—is this: It has
been stated in: this: Holise that one of those
gentlemen was an agnostic. I'am thoroughly
conversant ‘with' this fact-—that one of those
gentlemen has been a renegade to the religion
he' was: brought up under; so' what could
you ‘expect: from: g man of | that- kind?
Certainly nothing. I suggest Messrs. Canny
and Kennedy  retire  from’ their ﬁositions,b
and - allow  Messrs. . Garland and’ Rowe. to
occupy . their: places: on' that'. committee;
and “we will then. thoroughly "well know
where we are going to and what they are
i So far as:Mr, Canny is con-
cerned, I think he is making anegregious
mistake in accepting a position on that com-
mittee,” because he is: bound to- be outvoted,
and it will-be said afterwards; *“ You were one
of the parties: there to arrange that thess
Bible in State school lessons were not hurtful
to any denomination.””Now, he should take
the advice of the parties to whom he should
belong; and retire from the position and allow
them: to. carry out their. own dirty work.
With regard to the conscienec clause which
was brought forward the other evening by the
hon. member for Ipswich, I ‘regret that it
was not accepted. Why was it not accepted?
Simply because they do not want any Roman
Catholies  to- occupy the position- of  school
teacher in the State service, and we know that
they will try their best to keep them out of
thie positions altogether.

The  SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCIION:
You are making a misstaternent.

Mr.  KEOGH: It will be  no use their
making an application for a position as school
teacher; because in every instance they will be
knocked out. . That is one of the great ques-
tions that has stirred up the people belonging
to my denomination, and we know they will
soon purt their foot down on them, and there
will be no giving them a place in the Educa-
tion Department. I will read an extract here
to show: that the Lutherans are resisting the
proposed referendum in Victoria.. This appears
under the heading of ‘‘Proposed Scripture
Lessons.”* Proposed ' Referendum  in. Vie-
toria.)”. ¢ Resisted by Lutherans.” It reads
ag follows -

You are: not frightened of

From: many quarters have come strongly-worded
protests aginst: the ~attempt: of the ' sectaries to
captire the- Hducation Aot by makiag it a subtle
miachine for proselytism.  The latest: ig the follow-
ing from the: Lutheran body. - It is known that the
Congregationalists;  with - d- few exceptions,  are

‘also - opposed. tothis first ingtalment of & State

church: s

In pagsing it may be said that' the effort of the
puppet ‘of the sectarians; Mr.:Swinburae; fto. talk
on:: the referendum ‘fo: the new BEducation Bill'is
forédoomed - to fadlure,  In - fact, the Bill nearly
wrecked the Government, Ministers: just ‘escaping

[Mr. Keogh.
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defeat by reporting: progress.  The measure has,
therefore, been shelved till- after the delivery of
the Budget.

THE LuTaERAN S¥NOD’S PROTEST.

The ' Evangelical  Lutheran Synod in. Australia
(Bastern: district) has, through Messrs. J. . Noack
(Natimuk) snd H. D. Meunsing (Murboa), forwarded
a cireular /to the  members of the Staté Parlia-
ment appealing: t6 them to resist Mr. Swinburne's
proposal:for g referendum’ on the subject of Serip-
ture -lessons in Stateschools. - The synod claims
that an attempt is. being made, under cover of a
réferendum, " to. violate the principles upon whieh
religious liberty and equity are based. It protests
that fthe State has no right to claim any authority
in.‘matters  of “copscience  and religion, and -ex-
plains its view that a referendum’ would give an
eventual ‘majority . the right 'to: place religious
teaching in’the hands: of  the State:

It is impossible, the synod further urges, to give
religious intruction of an undenominational charac-
ter;- The introduction: of Bible lessons in’ any shape
into’ State schocls would; it' says, be the first step
towards establishing a State religion, and the out-
come . would -be religious. intolerance  and endless
religioug strife. - The synod also points out that
the - Constitution of * Victoris. and the Common-.
wejalth: - guarantees perfect. liberty in. religious
affairs, and in its circular adds—

“If the State pays for the teaching: of religious .
truths ‘approved of by only ‘a section of the com=
munity, it would also, in order to deal justly and
equitably, have to help to maintain the religious
teaching “of all its various. dissenting citizéns; in-
cluding Oatholics, Jews, Mohammedans, ete., eto,
By such’ a:course the State would, however, go, be-
yond the limit of its duties, and also do injustice to
all those who are adberents of no religion at all.

*Any religious community that wishes: religion
to be included: in: thé regular school course should
found and maintain ite own' schools; and this pay
for: its religious Instruction: out:’ of its own :funds,
without' placing 'this burden upon. the  consciernce
of ‘others.  But whoever wishes to make use of the
State schools should ask for ho mere than instruc-
tlon in purely secular subjects.

* When considering this question, it should be
borne.  in' mind that the present Act permits
ministers - of - religion,” and others who wish, to
enter- the State schools at certain hours and im-
part religious instruction to those who desire if.
That is all that any citizen can-—and ought to—
reasonably. expect.”

That is the view taken by the Lutherans in
Victoria, and I am perfectly satisfied that it
is the view held by that section of the com-
munity in Queensland.

Mr.  GrAYSON:  What  are you quoting
from?
Mr. " KEOGH: = From  the ~ Freeman's

Journal, which I suppose the hon, member
will admit is a good journal.- I think it is
a very great mistake that this measure has
been - introduced.. . That it ig- a very - greab
mistake -has been. clearly” shown by many
members on- the other: side of the House.
I must confess that ‘members on  this side
have not shown that it is'a mistake, because
they have been very reticent’ throughout its
discussion,  though: they have voted - solidly
on every question that has been: put to. a
divigion, - and " voted in the same way what-
ever may be their private opinions on-the
matter. I have spoken to some members on
this side, and they have told me that they are
personally opposed to the. Bill, but that in
view of the voting at- the referendum they
feel compelled to support: it.: The Referen:
dum Act was’ a mistake, and I never voted
for: it, - because. I knew that under it the
sectarian - devil - weuld ‘crop. up, as it has
already ‘done. I believe this. House is going
to pass the Bill; and all T -have to say is that
I hope ‘hon.: gentlemen: in ‘the ' other House
will ‘do; their duty and throw it out, and so
earn the blessing of the: people of Queens-
land. - The other evening I had the honour
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and pleasure of attendin

r a dinner at Tpswich
given  to- the: Scottish

ommission. . One " of

the: leading men ' of Ipswich made & speech,:

froni which I shall ‘quote a brief extract, and
I shall’ quote from the Courier, as the portion
to' which I refer was not reported in theé local
paper. "It is as follows:—=

In: conclusion; he dssured the commissitners that:

Queensianders would  wwelconie settlers of, their own
blood: men with the sams thoughts, desirves, and faithe,
wito wonld help in making this a.conntiy to he prond of.
What does that mean?

Mr. Hopgr: Faith in the country.

Mr: KEOGH: Noj that is not its mean-
ing, and that shows you that this is the thin
end of the ‘wedge in this sectarian business.
They ‘“want men of the same faith, and no-
body - else need' apply. -

Mr. Hoper: Not at all; you are absolutely
wrong.

Mr. KEOGH :" I am not absolutely ‘wrong.

Mr. Hopee: You are absolutely wrong:

Mr."KEOGH : That is my interpretation
of the word. and I am not the only one who
interprets. it in that way.  Why should’ the
local ‘paper leave cut the expression if they
did ‘not, knew it ‘was ‘wrong? . I regret very
much: that - this matter should  have arisen,
for it has been the means of creating a great
deal of ill-feeling between certain sections of

“the community. I trust that my view of the
matter will not be borne out by experience,
and - that no - sectarian  strife “will. be en-
gendered by the passage of this Bill." Though
1t is supposed that I. was' supported in my
election by the party occupying the Treasury
bench and by other members on this side of
the House, I can safely assert that tne of the
People’s Progressive’ League ladies went up
to Rosewood and.-did all-she possibly could
to knock me: out. © That is a fact. My hon.
friend the member for Burnett and I are very
good - friends. -~ We fought  cur battle on a
former occasion fairly and honourably, with-
out religious feeling. ’

Mr. Hopar: No; we didn’t.

Mr. KEOGI: No word or action of mine
could’ be: said: to" introduce religion into the
contest,

Mr. Hopar: "Any question of religion that
was brought up was brought up by you.

Mr. KEOGH: I did not raise the religious
question.. However, we are still good friends;
and I hope we shall continue so $ill the end.
No man-in this House has suffered more from
religious bigotry than I have, so that I have
reason to feel what it raeans, and no doubt I
shall feel it 'in: the near - future, even more
than L have  done: in ‘ths past.. However; I

have - a broad. back, ‘and, whether I am: gup--

ported by the present Administration or not,
I'am ‘prepared to. take the respousibility of
my action with: vegard to this education ques-
tion; and I'say it was wrong to introduce it:

Mr. WINSTANLEY (Cherters Towers): 1
do- notintend to: ‘speak at great length on
the third reading of this measure, but, as I
had not an opportunity of: speaking on the
second reading, ‘I propose to make a few
remarks on:thig ocoasion.. The Premier asked
what good . could conie “of any discussion at
this stage of the Bill? - The question naturally
arises, what good is there in discussion at any
stage of ‘any Bill? Judging from recent ex-
perience, it seems that discussion is: so much
time wasted. If the Premier had the power,
I'have not the slightest doubt that he would
dispense with the Legislative Assembly, and
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make himself - dictator. = Not only in connec-
tion' with this: Bill,” but in connection with
every  Bill that ‘has been' before the House
this: session, amendments have een refused
without  any sound reason  having been given
for their refusal, and: discussion has been cur-
tailed on'important  Bills: besides that now
before the: House. ' Whatever arguments are
brought forward ‘we: are told that they are
brought forward at the wrong time. If they
are’ brought forward on the second reading,
we are told that they should be:deferred till
the Committes stage. ~The Premier says that
the "discussion ‘which has' taken place on’ this
measure - should  have  taken -place in  the
country. . The hon. gentleman should have
taken part in that discussion in the country,:
for he promised to do so. When the questicn -
of the referendum was before the country, he
should have placed his views before the people.
Had the opposition view to this matter-been
placed before the country in.'the same way
as the Bible in State Schools League placed
their views before the electors; I am confident
that the result of the referendum would have
been very. different from:what it was.. When
the: question of “giving religious . teaching in
primary - schools ‘was  raised ' by the league
twenty years since, I expressed my opinion

“upon it 1n no uncertain way, because I did not

believe in the State teaching religion.

My, D. Hunter: Then why did you vote
for: the referendum?. . :

Mr.: WINSTANLEY : I shall come to that
by and. by. There is a time and there is a
place for tedching religion, but that place is
1ot in’ State schools.  Frederick  Harrison,
in his “Ideals and Realities,” says—

The enforcement of a morsl practice vy legal coercion
upon the vote of any maiority whatever is of the
essence of tyranny, and has in it all the evil of religious
persecuf 0.t -1t ig an artemps to eff et by foree and law
a moral and social refo 'm which cin only be heaithily
promoted by moral wud spiriteal agene es. - It involves
that abandoviwent of moral effnrd for material penal-
tieg which is one of the most fatal tendencies of our age,
ateudency which brutalives government whilst i6 dise
credits 1el:gion, .

I am certainly of that opinion. Something
has been said about the influence brought to
bear on members in connection with this. Bill.
Members sitting opposite say  that no influ-
ence has been brought to bear on them in
connection with this matter.. Well, I say that
every influence that could possibly be brought
to bear upon a-member has been brought to
bear upon me:  The first time that I appealed
to the electors for their suffrages I was asked
whether, if I was returned, I would vote for
the question being remitted to the people; ané
I roplied that while I would vote for s refers
endum. I ‘was opposed: to: the Bill itself; and
always had been opposed  to:it. - But other
influerices: have been: brought to bear upon
members since ' the matter was submitted to
thée country, though they have not induced me
to: change ‘my opinion. T was ‘against. this
measure: from: the commencement, and what
has taken place since ‘would not:induce me
to. vote for the Bill. 'Somé of the methods
adopted by the people outside supporting this
‘measure have done infinitely 'more to dis-
credit religion: than this Bill will to advance
it Letters and urgent: wires were sent to
members to ‘extract a. promise’ from  them to
vote for this Bill.: They tried to extract such
a promise . from ‘me, and, when they failed to
do- so, they sent wires to other people with
the view of getting them to extract a promise
from’ me. nd let me say that these self-
same people’ themselves—and  they are advo-
cates for the Bible in. State schools—were
disgusted with the methods that were adopted

My, Wenstanley.|
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to try and get these promises;, and I do not
wonder. I am’ quite satisfied in my own mind
that these methods will do infinitely more
harm than good. = A good deal has been said
in connection with New South Wales, and if
there is no more advantage taken of this meéa-
sure in Queensland than in New South Wales;
it;'can neither do much good nor harmi - I'met
a'man who had been a schoolmaster there for
ten: years, and he had never séen a: minister
in’ the school during that time:

The SEcRETARY For PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION:
Have you read: the figures which have been
supplied ?

O Mre WINSTANLEY : Yesi I have read the
figures;. and: when you spread them over the
State schools in New South Wales, and over
all - the . 'meén engaged, they 'are very in:
significant indeed. " The 'truth is  that  the
church is trying to place what is really its own
work on to:the shoulders of the State—asking
the - State to practically  subsidise sectarian
teaching. 'Ag everybody knows, it is' practi-
cally-impossible for ‘s man who'is a sectarian
himself to teach without giving it the colour
of ‘his own bringing up: - (Hear, hearl): The
Minister knows that he could not give a Bible
lesson. without givine it a Methodist colour
any more than I could myself.

The SEORETARY For Pusrio: INSTRUCTION:
Your faulf is this—you are knocking down
something which does nob exist. The lessons
are to be taken without comment.

Mr. WINSTANLEY : It will be sectarian.
Another point: Religious people themselves
are’ by no means unanimous in this matter.
'There are a number of ministers in this State,
who, while they may be in favour of religious
teaching, do not think that any minister has
any right to’ go into the schools and teach
his own' particular brand - of religion, and
numbers of these men who advosate this Bible
teaching  are going a bit further than they
eare to go themselves. ' If'. I needed any
evidence to. prove that thisg would not be &
good  thing, is it ot siipplied: by what has
taken place in the old country during the pash
three or four years, where the ministers have
gono to eaol rather than pay an educabional
rate which goes towards the sectarian teaching
in'the sehools?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUGTION:
But you must surely know that the case is
not at all analogous?

Mr. WINSTANLEY: They are not an-
alogous at the present time, but this is only
commencing.: If they are not analogous now,
the Mirister cannot tell where this is going
to end.  The peovls who have sufficient in-
fluence to ¢el. this, may have sufficient in-
fluence to' get something else.. Individuals in
connection with 'a certain church have ex-
pressed the hope that the time is not far dist
tant’ when: the church would be recoghised by
the State. I remember quite recently where
& prominent member of a church said, “ We
subsidise butter and meat and a host of other
things. and- why should we not subsidise re-
ligion?”" I am opposed to religion of any kind
or creed being - subsidised. I’ think  there
should be perfect “equality for every one: to
propagate: their: own ideas, but subsidy for
none of them. ' There is another aspect which
T do not like, and_that is the minister going
into' the  schools. While o the one hand we

find: the churches outside are trying to find a
common: grotnd on’ which: thev can agres, 'so
as to: bring: about amalgamation—T believe it

[M . Winstanley.
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will Be o good thing if there can be: one
church instead of twenty or thirty—while that
is being’ done on one.hand these ministers;, on
the other hand, if they do take advantage of
their opportunities, and go into the schools,
willdivide the children who are not of any
chureh into: little groups, and instil into their
minds that' they are Methodists, Baptists,
Presbyterians,  Seventh Day Adveuntists, and
all the rest of it. Ithink the fact of separat-
ing them Into little groups will have anything
but a good effect on the minds of the children
themiselves, apart from the teaching they. get.
(Heai, hear!) I have always Deen of opinion
that true religion'is to teach the broad teach-
ing ‘of the Carpenter of Nazayveth; and not the
“isms;) and even ‘while that is'a 'good thing
I -do:not think the State school: is: the. right
place ‘for it. Sorne of the things that have
been said both about the parents and children
inQueensland are entirely unwarranted. = I
believe that: the parents and children of this
State have bsen libelled in the comparisons
which’ have been made with the other States,

cand if statistics could be got I am confident

that the children in  Queensland would be
proved to be quite equal to those in any other
State, either inside or outside the Common-
wealth; measured by any standard you like to
take. The Minister has admitted that 50 per
cent. of the teachers, if they have the oppor-
tunity, will take advantage of the conscience
clause—I believe 75 per cent. would take ad:
vantage of it. . I know’ that some State school
teachers af the present time, while they are
under no obligation to teach  religion, instil
into" the minds’ of their scholars, when' the
opportunity cceurs, the view that they should
be  manly, upright, honourable, - courteous,
honest, and truthful; and if this is not teach-
ing them' the essential principles which we
want them to be taught, T do not know what
is.. They give the scholars teaching in =
healthy direction” which is not included in the-
curriculum. . The curriculum at the present
time ' ig quite heavy enough, and  teachers
scarcely know how, to divide the time in order
to. get- the variots subjects through' in the
time allotted, dnd: to take another hour for
Bible teaching after the ordiriary school hours
increases the difficulty in. this direction. = I
think it ‘would have been: fair and just to have
aocepted’ the' ‘amendment that the . Bible
lessony should be given ‘during: the last hour
of the day. No harm could have come: from

“that; and it is unjust to those who arse not to

receive such ' religious: teaching to  perhaps

* have to stand out in the burning sun while

other children are receiving religious instruc-
tion.. My vote will be given against the third
reading of the Bill; let the consequences be
what they may.

My, MAY (Flindersy: Not having spoken
on the Committee stage, I wish to offer s
few remarks at the present time,  When the
leader of the Opposition  made. his protest
against this Bill at the commencement, he
made several points’ which I think worthy of
consideration. - There was also" several objec-
tions made by the hon. member for Croydon.
He raised *a technical point, which has not
been ‘solved up to the present time. I hope
the - Minister is taking particular notice  of
these technical points, as well as our general
I wish to point: out
that we may. have: half. a  dozerd ministers
going up ~at the same time to ' the  State
schools.. I think that would be'a good idea,
as they could  take their  flocks into' their
different corners and give their instruction.

- Mz, Lesina: It mightlead to s free fight.

(Laughter.)
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Mr: MAY:  Never mind; that will come
afterwards. . If there were many  Irishmen
that would: come abiout, but being a peace-
able Tnglishman that would never eventuate
if I were in the district. I say that the last
hour in the day would be the best for the
pastors:to go there. - We are spending some-
thing  like £400,000 on our education system,
and.here it is proposed that a fifth of that
shall go" into"sectarianism:.. I have been in
Queansland - for something like twenty-two
years. I admired the educational system as
soon as 1. crossed the border, about Barrin-
gun’and Wooroorooka. It was a matter T
had always taken an interest in from miy
youth up. I noticed that everyone was living
happily together, no matter what sect they
‘belonged to.- I passed further on to Cunna-
mulla, and found the same there.” By this Bill

we are trying to raise the sectarian devil, and,

bringing up matters that have no occasion to
be brought in. . What was theg reason for alter-
ing this Bill?. Nothing,: except that an agita:
tion. has' been’ worked: up “from outside. T
beligve that this agitation started when I first
‘came” to Queensland ' twenty-one years ‘ago.
T find that a few of those who started that
agitation are living now. They point to the
Tact that- Queensland has more cases of mis-
demeanour or insubordination than what thers
are in the other States; . but we know, as
statistics will ‘prove,  that Queensland is the
most moral country in the- whole of Austral-
asia.  There is also this conscience clause. I
<cannot understand why the Minister would
not accept it. Why should I, if I am in the
public service as. a State school teacher, be
compelled to give these Bible lessons? I may
say that I have beén a Sunday school teacher
in: the Church of England, and I am not
ashamed of it; I am proud of it, in fact,
though I have  fallen ' from' grace lately.
(Liaughter.)

An HoNoumiBrE MemsEr: That! is' since
you got into Parliament; you were good be-
fore. - (Laughter.)

Mr. MAY : But why should I be compelled
to teach. children certain religious lessons, if
it is' against my principles to teach them? I
may be a good Church of England man, a
good  Roman Catholic, or a good - Presby-
terian; but why should I be compelled to in-
culcate certain’ instruction to these children
which the parents: do not wish them to be
taught? I also wish to bring forward a cer-
tain - matter which has recently come before
my: notice; that is, by introducing this Bible
teaching. into State schools we are introducihg
in o form the union of Church and State. In

England,  before I left there, =

[5.30 p.m.] great number of people, mostly

Nonconformists; -and ~ a’ great
mamber: of “churehmen: believed 'in' the  dis-
establishment of the English Church.  The
disestablishinent of the Church in Ireland has
eventuated, and they are still: fighting  for
the' disestablishment of the Church in: ‘Wales.

Mr. Lzsina: It is coming.

Mr: MAY : In my day-—that is a good many
years ago—I have been here twenty-one yeats
and I left England thirty years ago—a vast
number  of churchmen of "the Episcopalian
Church of * Bngland in conjunction with a
large number of Nonconformists tried to bring
about. the disestablishment of the Hnglish
‘Church. - Now it is brought particularly be-
fore our minds in an article which appears in
@ recent issue of the Brisbane Telegraph. The
article, which is not a veéry long one, throws

[11 Ocrosen.]
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a-lot of light and good sense upon the whole
of ‘the argumenti in regard t& teaching the
Bible in State schools: - It commences—
The keynote of the Portuguese republic is heard
gi th% proposed ‘absolite geparation of State and
nureh.,

By this ‘Bill we are frying to cement  the:
Church and the State, which we do'not want.
The article goes on

The State will be limited  to its proper dities,
and it will be free to'dischargs them. The churches
will be relegated to their proper spheére of work in
spiritual ‘affairs. Thoir  civil interests, us  with
those of ‘all other voluntary: associations, will be
protected by the State.

That is all we want.. We want protection by
the State if you will; but we do not want to
tax a large number of the community for the
benefit of the few. It goes on~

In saying that the Chureh is:toi:be separated
from the State, we have to understand tHat Hither:
to: the churches included  the  monarchy,  and in
particular it has included certain spiritual orders:
Therefore; to complete the separation of State and
Church, it has been found necessary to ban and bar
the late reigning dynasty.

It will come in time. If we try to bring about
this thing, the time-will come when we ‘shall
have to cut the silken cord which binds us to
the. mother country-—if we bring aboub this
matter of the Church and the State by giving
religious “instruction: in- State - schools. . The
article goes on—

And the mew Minister for Portuguese Inberior
Affairs has declared that the new Government will
expel all members of spiritual orders.

It would be a good thing if they expelled
them from England—

In sooth, they are to depart within twenty-four
hours.  This will not include the regular clergy.
In Portugal there have been, as once in England
there were, two orders of clergy. There were the
cloistered clergy, and there were the parish clergy:
Sometimes the latter were regarded as being not
very different from laymen. In the early days they
were travelling -preachers; under the direstion: of
their respective bishops.  As stated in one of our
cables to-day, churches under the administration
of the ordinary clergy are opem .as usual to divine
gervice. At least a coramencement is to be made
on those lines. " Whether or not the ordinary clergy
will accept the situation when the cloistered clergy
have been banished, remains to be seen. It is a mark
of the clerical mind to believe that even the or-
dinary clergy have a divine call for spiritial things;
and also to believe that this call to. spiritual
things embraces a good many temporal affaiis.

It appears that the clergy in Queensland:are
taking up ai lot of temporal matters which do
not belong to them:. = If the clergy were to
mind their ‘own business and leave the:politi-
cians: to deal with: the affairs of' the country
they would be all the better for it—

In this cotntry; there was-a’time when clergy-
‘men . and ministers.of . religion: were  the “only
registrars - of . birthe,. marriages;  and  desths;, for
they publicly officiated: at baptisms; the celebration
of marrisge. contracts; and the . conduct of funeral
rites.. They. felt it very badly  when' the: State
ingigted on - registering births-instéad. of: bapbisms,
on: registering marriages as ¢ivil contracts, snd on
registering deaths, ‘whether or not any: religious
ceremony’ was observed at: burials; = Signs are not
wanting to-show that the clergy: very unwillingly
still submit to- this order of things:

We are going™ back to the olden times, ‘when
everything must be submitted to the clergy.

~ We believe, as an enlightened nation; that we

can do, if we have free consciences, according
to the doctrines which we have imbibed from
our youth up—that we can do without this
i sectarian instruction’ from: either
Roman Catholics or Protestarnts. Weican see

that the clergy are trying now to obtain &

Mr. May.)
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dominant interest in this State. I think Arch-
deacon - Garland and. others at the present
time have a very great influence in the State.
I may say this: BEver since I have been m
Queensland I -have studied this' question of
Bible teaching in the State schools..- When: I
first put up for Parliament I ‘was told that I
would have to obey a certain sec¢tion of the
commurity in my electorate-that I would
have to give a promise that T would not' go
against them. I said; ‘“That’s all ‘my eye.”’
I have been amongst the workers of Western
Queensland for years, and I found that all
they wanted of religious instruction wag that
taken: from’ the mother’s knee or from the
itinerant: visits of the parson when he went
round:the country, ‘or from the bishop when
he went round his diocese.. The arficle goes
On—s : :

The ultimate object of eaclesiastics; as such; is’

toobtain & dominant influence in the 'State;  We,
in-this country, now are witheéssing an endeavour of
that: class. ‘We are told that it is being ' doné on
the "“will of'the people.””
Now, that “ will of the people ”’ has been the
only thing that they have had on" the other
side’ which they could bring forward with any
reason. .

Mr. ForsyTH: A very important point.

Mr., MAY: It is a very important point.

The SECRETARY FOR. PUBLIC INSTRUOTION:
It is all important.

Mr. MAY': Excuse me, it is not all impor-
tant.- If the hon. member were to make &
great mistake, and hang a man, they could
not bring him back again.

An HoxouraBre MEMBER: They might see
him in the next world.

Mr. MAY: I suppose you think you will
see Archdeacon Garland in the next world. I
do' not think you will." (Laughter.) I do not
want. to- be: drawn off the track. . I want to
elaborate on-this article. I think it is very
%\?rtinent to the third reading of - this Bill

e are told that it i the will of the people.
The will of the people has been against us
in acertain:direction; but still it has ‘been
proved from the-=I will not say diabolical, but
from -the demoniacal attitude of members on
the Government side,” they did not give those
who were going to vote a true idea of what

" they were: voting - about. I am well aware
- that-a  vast number of pecple recorded: their
votes in favour of the proposal simply because
they thought there would be a few Seriptural
texts, and the teacher would merely read them
out

Mr. Forsyra: That is all.

Mr. MAY : It is not all.. What we are given
to understand now is that the parson will be
allowed in the schools.. We did not anticipate
that when the referendum. was taken. There
were hundreds  of people in Brisbane who
never dreamed that the parsons of the dif-
ferent denominations would be allowed to go
into the schools to teach religion.

The  SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Why, it is stated on the ballot-paper.

Mr. MAY ¢ It might have been stated on
the ballot-papers,. but how many women looked
at the ballot-paper? = I ask the hon. gentle:
man did: he explain to every young lady the
whole: question on: that ballot-paper when he
took: them up to the ballot-box?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION:
T had not the privilege: :

Mr.:MAY: The hon. gentleman did: not
have the privilege.

[5_[1’. May.

He did :mnot  have the
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time; and he did not have the desire, so long
as he got his way. The article goes on—this-
ig very good-=-

Tt reminds one: of the patriarch Isaac, when he
was old and blind:: It was possible often to deceive-
him; " The wily Jacob put the skin of kids on his
Yands to make them feel like the hairy I}tmds of
hig  brother HEsau, whom  their father wished tfo
bless'ag hig first horn.  Said he, when the dainty
digh was offered to him, **The hands are the hands
of Esau; the voice is ‘the voice of Jacob.””  The:
hands now stretched out to- the public appear tor
be' the horny hands of ‘the people; but: the: voice:
undoubtedly is the voice of the '° church.”  Buf is:
the ‘gréat. body of the  people of  this: cotintry
made up of folk who are ss blind as was the
patriarch’ Isasc? 1P blind; théy have the sensge of
towch and ‘the dense of hearing, and: they know,
fortHey ‘cannot ~but know; that the: people are
againgt this reactionary sectarian movement,

I think you will agree Withy'me'that this is

“6ne of the finest expositions given with regard

to- bringing forward this’ movement;. or rather

against this teaching of the Bible in the State

schools.: The article goes on--

From English newspapers lately to hand, anyone
may learn-that this new republic in Portugal- is.
ot the oreatire of a day. It reminds one: of
Hallam’s  observatinn on . what he  termed  the
setting in of modern British history.  He said it
was the fruit of centuries;,. This Portuguese revolu-
tion, if not the work of centuries, is the work of
many years. . It came very near to being evolved
two years ago, when the reigning Sovereign and the
heir apparent were assassinated. But the best men
engaged in formulating the revolution must have
been horrified: at the: situvation.  Evidently: they
shrank’ from' and shuddered at - founding the re-
public on & dastardly crime.  But a long forward
step  was -taken at: the last general election im
Portugal. . The Government. was left without  a
working majority.  Republicans had command of
the parliamentary - situation. - The first item  on
their programme was the overthrow of the dynasty.
Public men in Portugal, as elsewhere, are grouped
into parties almost irreconeilable.  One party is
called the Conservative Clerical ‘‘ bloc”’; one party
is called Liberal Radical, It was in office at the
time of the last general election.  Then there is
the Reépublican party proper.. If was impossible to
carry on business in Parliament. - Tt then was said
that King Manuel intended to'dissolve that Parlis-
ment, to appoint a Clerical Conservative Government
to:: carry -through: fresh “elections,  and afterwards:
to set up a military dictatorship. It was said that
he ‘intended to cover' thece. proposals by: accepting
the ‘resignation: of his’ impotent Ministry. . But
there were some outspoken: men, not republicans,
lcyal to the nation, who déclared that should the
Chamber be dissolved they would eross over to the
Republican party. .

But' the members of the Government party
here would not cross over to the Opposition
betniches  and vote against the third reading
of the Bill.

OrprosiTioN MeuBERS: Hear, hear!
Mr. MAY : It goes on——

It was -seen, thereupon, that a revolution was
inevitable.. Dr. Costa, who now is Minister for the
Interior, declared that the elections then held were
the last that would take place under a monarchy.
No secret was made of the King’s purpose to. hold
snother election, and that it should take place im
the traditional manner so that it would be sureé to
yield an- obedient Ministeérial: majority. - So  far
back as a few days after the last general electiony
the Ministry then in- office,” termed: the  Liberal
Radical Ministry, prepsred certain. measures: relat:
ing to’ religious orders, promising in. due: course
to promulgate the same. : One of the lessons of this.
revolution may be read in every line:of its history.
The State is to be: the State. TN

I draw- the attention of :the Secretary . for
Public: Instruction to . this: phrase=—

The. State is to be the State, and churches are:
to be churches.

But if we'introduce the Church into our State
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schools, we will not know where our schools
commence ~and = where . our - churches -end.
Then i goes on— .

urches are to be churches.: The State is not to
interfere with their spiritual affairs; they are not
to interfere: with the affairs of the State. Do the
people of thig country require s sharper lesson?
It may be given to them.. When they see clergy-
mwen and ‘ministers of religion banding themselves
together for the purpose of terrifying Parliament,
easily they may guess that these same conglomersa-
tions may soon  attempt to dominate other public
affairs: It is unlike any bodies of persons, carrying
on ‘aggressive movements, to stop at a first stage.
The  history" of * mations' that have come under
clerical dominance is in proof to' show that such
dominance rests not until it is absolute, where that
is. possible: E
After “reading that article: I cannot under-
stand how any member on that side can vote
for the third reading of the Bill.. That is
one - of the most conclusive arguments ever
brought.” forward: to. keep the State entirely
free from sectarian influence. I have been
in- this: State for twenty-one years. I have
beenin Australia. a little longer, but I have
been in the State for twenty-one years and I
have seen the working of our:-Education: Act.
I have seen everything going ‘on'in’ the coun-
try, and I find that the children here are as
moral and the general tone of the country ivas
good as anywhere else. * As I mentionsd when
speaking before, there is an occasional instance
where a child has not heard the word of God,
and while I admit that that is a very serious
affair, I can say that in the slums of London,
in the slums of Birmingham, in the slums of
Sydney or Melbourne the children are in the
same category, so that that is no criterion at
all. It was brought up not many weeks ago
in Brisbane, where a child did not know what
an oath was; but you will find more of that
sort- of thing in the congested centres of the
world “than- in. Queensland. - We ‘have a
natural openness of mind in the bush, and
& propensity to tell “the truth  when you
are knocking. about in the back country. We
have more open-air life  in the back courtry
than'in: the coast districts, and a different en-
vironment = altogether. . Their  surroundings
are so much’ better ‘than those in the con-
gested areas.  Ninety-nine per cent. of the
children ‘out there know the teachings of the
Bible, whether® they receive it from  the
Roman Catholic. source, from the. Presby-
terian source, or. from the Anglican source.
And you never know a mother in the West,

bar an odd- exception, who does not hear her -

child say her prayers before she goes to bed;
which: she has learned from one - sect or
another. . And yet, as the hon. member for
Mitchell says, we are told that we in the
bushare white pagans. I was driving out
~in the 'bush one day with a parson; and he
said to me, ' Mr. May, why do you make use
of so 'many cuss words? . (Laughter.) I will
not. give the name of the reverend gentleman.
He 15 'a friend of mine. I said to him; ““ You
must not’ take any notice of ‘what emanates
from  the' mouth in regard: to 'a. bushman.
He is possibly; through: circumstances; a little
bit- rough-mouthed:’” " Naturally,: the children
are also rough-mouthed. " “You must take it
from his heart. Does the man really believe
what he says?” And T also said, *“If 'you
ask anyone for a subscription to'the: hospital
or to an accident, or for anything else, who
is it: that - always comes forward with  his
money? Yt is the bushman.”: (Hear; hear!)
I pointed ‘out that although' a: little coarse-
tongued at. times, the bushman: always con-
tributed to the hospitals to the extent of 10s.
or: 115. ‘per- capita, while in the towns: it was
9d.or 10d. per capita.
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The
hon. ‘member  has exceeded the time allowed
under the Sessional: Order;

Mr. ‘COLLINS (Burke): I intend to offer
my protest against the third reading of this
Bill. o1 suppose this will be the last oppor-
tunity we will have in this: Chamber of pro-
testing against this Bill.'Sé far as I'am con-
cerned, through the light of latter-day know-
ledge, through the observations: which I have
been "able to make; I am opposed to Bible
lessons being given in our State schools at all:
I object to that on the ground: that most
people agree that the children have none too
much time now, so far as secular education is
concerned, without being burdened, as it were,
with Bible teaching during the five hours
they have to - attend the State schools;  In
entering our protest against the third reading
we ‘are enfering a protest on behalf of the
rising’ generation - throughout - the . State
(Hear, hear!) 8o far as I am’ concerned, I
think it is all important that our children
should be given a sound secular education. I
am’one. of those who believe that when you
have got to fight the battle of life and get
your livelihood in the world you will not find
that the Bible lessons which you have received
will help you. I am prepared to say that if
the * Minister for. Education were going  to
engage a clerk for his business to-morrow
morning it is not the Bible lessons: he would
examine him on, but what he knows in con-
nection with the secular education he received
at school. - I enter my protest as strongly as I
possibly can on behalf  of - the children—
ospecially the young childrén—and the work-
ing ‘classes which I represent here against this
re%gious teaching in our schools:: We are only:
emerging from the darkuess into the light of
day after centuries of oppression and centuries
of ‘suffering in which we were deprived of the
right to' be educated at all, owing %o the in-
fluenca of the clerics of that time; who domin-
ated the civilised world, "They dominated the
world at:different periods of history, and they
dominate it to-day in some countries of the
world; “and you ~cannot - point to me I
history  where they assisted to  educate the
masses of the  people. It has been left
to men who hold secular ideas to complete
the system of secular education. - I deplore the
fact that we have to waste time—and it is the
greatest waste of time since I have been in
Parliament—discussing . this. Education. Act
Amendment Act.

The: SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC : INSTRUCTION:
Who is responsible for that?

Mr. COLLINS: The Minister is responsible
for introducing it.

The SEORETARY For PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
Not responsible for wasting time.

Mr. COLLINS: We should have spent our
time in discussing matters of far more impor-
tance. I said when speaking on the Address:
in Reply: that the people asked for bread and
the Government  gave  them a stone. ' The
stone is in the shape of ‘an amendment of the
State: Education Act. " That’ iy really what it
amounts to. You are placing s stone in the
mouths of  the rising generation.. You are
doing ‘something which will help to retard
human progress. - We have suffered enough in
the past;  but in this Bill you are having the
whole: of ' religious” troubles revived ' again.
You are-going to-have the children in the
playground: playing in different parts because
of -their religion, and we do not want that
system introduced at all. We have done with-
out that in days gone, thanks to men like Sir
Charles Lilley, who could see the dawn ahead

Mr.Collins.]
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—the ‘dawn . of - the ~emancipationn of - the
workers. . That was what they saw when they
gave us-that splendid Education: Act.  And
it is a splendid: BEducation Act, and we know
from our thirty-five years’ experience of it
that it has been beneficial to the people of
Gueensland: . They never expected when they
passed that Aot that in/ so short a time' it
would be altered to include religious teaching
in-the schools.. So far-as I am concérned, L
deplore 1%, and for this reason: In the other
countries of the  world we have a. party: like
ourselves—the Labour socialists=—who are try-
ing to separate the State from the Church,
but here is an atterapt made to link the State
with the Church. ' I agree with the leader of
the Opposition: when he: said’ that it ig an
attempt to start a State Church.: There can
he no doubt about it It is the thin end of
the wedge. -~ Another reason why I am’ op-
posed to this Bill is that an unchristian atti-
tude has been taken up by members opposite
in order to get it passed. Just as the people
of old crowned the Nazarene with a crown of
thorns, so. hon. members opposite - used  a
crown of thorns in the shape of the gag to get
this measure through this Assembly.

\TThe SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
No.

My, COLLINS : Itis anunchristianattitude.
If T know anything about the teaching of the
Nagzarene; L should say that if. He wus on-earth
to-day He wou'd regard the attitude of thnse
who are supporiieg the Billas urchristian. The
masses of the people have emerged from dark:
néss juto Hght, and, just as the sun:is about to
commience to shins inall its glory, we ars asked
to take a step o backward. - That' is annther
reason’ why [ enfer: wy prosest ‘against this
measure, . We know' that old beliefs die hard;
but we also know that, as Tenvyson'says, ““ The
old oxrder yieldsto the new.” I hivefaith inthe
future, knowing that in the intrres- of hamanity
it- is necessary, not only inthis Sta’e but in
every country in the civilised  world, that we
should have asystem of secular educ wion. - Some
of ‘us know—at least. I know frow personal
experience~—w hat it is fo be under: clerical
domination,: and I object to clerical domin-
ation: In - any shape or form, - I ohiect to
clerics going Into our State schools, . We have
in this twentisth century ty0 much churchianity
and too little ~chri-tianity, - If we bad more
of the spirit of the founder of christianity; and
less of the.spirit of churchianity, we should be a
better community then we are to-day. We
hear i of rmen professing to follow the lowly
Nazirene d'nouncing us for daving to be free
men and to assert our 1ighis in opposing this
Bill.- Surely it doés not { llow that if the whole
of the.people vole in favour of a particular
veligion I should worship God-according to that
religion whether I like to do so or not.” I object
to this Bill b.cause it will bs aniufliction on the
rising geueration, - and. will’ deprive them of
their rights. I object to it uslso becawse it
will 'esmpel State schonl teachers tn do the
work that the clergy ought to do. The clergy
in’ Queensland number hundreds or thousands,
and having failed to' do their own work they
now ask the Swate to do that which they have
failed toiaccomplish. - If they had put. in
the same amount of work' that some of us have
pubininconnection.with the cause of humanity,
there would benomgeessity for 1hiy measure. 1
supposy thatif we were to talk from now until
tosmorrow’ morning we khould vot influence a
single vote on the other side of the House. They
donet attempt to give any reasons for the posi:
tion they have tiken up on this measure; but
simply comie in aud recnrd their votes . Not
morethan half a dozenmembers on that sideof the

[Mr. Collins.
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Houss have spoken on the Bill; and they have not
atteripted  to: auswer our arguwents, and yet
they endeavour, with the assistance of the gag,
to put the measure into operation. - That is an
unchristian attitude to take up, and if there are
any niembars on’ the other side who profess
Christianity “and el itn $) he f.1'owers of the
Nazarene; they should be asbamed of themselves.

The: Presinr: The people of Queensland
answersd yonr arguments once and for all.

Mri COLLINS : No Jess than 150,000 people
did not record their votes; and it is on behalf
of “thoss 150,000 yeopls this we' aré “making
this protest. They ¢id not: think that we
were going  to-- allow. cerics to- go into our
schools,

Me. WimnHoLT: Why didn's they vote theu?

Mr: COLLINS: Because at that pmiod they
had other big national questious to deéal with.
The Premier nieniioned the fact that we have a
Land Bill to dizcuss. This is'a more important
quaestion than a Land Bill, because in the future
this ¢ un'ry will be known; not by the number
of Land Bills it has passed, but by the intellcc-
tual development of its people, and I do not
think this Bill tends towards their intelleciual
development.

Mr. MULLAN (Charters Towers): Beforethis
question goes to a vote I think it only right to
enter a final protest sgainst it.. On the Address
in Reply when the policy of the Government was
diselosed, ‘and: again’ ou the: second reading of
this Bill; T gave my reasons for opposing it. I
ales vave revsonsat the.committes g age; so that
Irdo not intend: to goointo the subjech st any
great length on the' present occasion.. I should
like to refer to one or two'remarks  made by the
Piremicr this afternoons The houn,  gentleman
gaid that the speeches made this evening were
made a$ the wrong time. That iz of course,
his old gag when members on. this: side of
the: House wish to speak. But I should like
to point oub to the hon. gentleman that this is
the only opportunity that many members on
this side have had of speaking on the measure.
The Premier cannot be very corscientions
in supporting Bib'e reading in State schools,
b cause he has, on the floor of this House, ques:
tioned the right of even the parent to teach his
own: child religion. Thut is going it pretty
strong, aud I =m quite sure that those people
who eulogise the Premier and call bima great
democrat and their defender, will regard it as
remarkable that-he should tell” them that he
would not allow: parents to feach their own
childien religion.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION:
He s1id something wore than that; he said the
will of the penple must prevail.

Mr. MULLAN . The hon. gentleman can get
up after T have finishied, and tell the House
what wore the Premier said. I am endeavour-
ing to show that he questioned the right of a
parent to teach” his own child religion:' The
Premier also told us this afternoown what time he
had allowed for the considerasion of this® Bill
Considering that the Bill: will: vitally afféct our
whole system of national education, we have
not been allowed such a very large amount of
time.” We had only a couple . of speeches one
afternoon, then there: was one whole eévening
given to it, and on’the next evening he gagged
as. - At the game tims:the hono gentlerman has
given this: Bill a great deal more time: than he
gave to the Mines Regulation Bill.© I:do not
koow ‘why: he: attaches more importance to this
measure; i view of the-fact ‘that  the Mines
Regulation Bill affected the health ‘and lives
of a great number of men.:
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The SecrETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUOTION ;- You
were not prepared to ‘take the whole time that
was' offered ‘you- for the consideration of’ that
méasure,

Mr. MULLAN : We weére prepared to take
more time to consider that Bill, but we were not
prepared to submit to the weasure being gagged
and guillotined through the House.

The PremiEr:. It was not more time you
wanted.  You wanted to be made martyrs;

Mr. MULLAN: We wanted: full time for
the discussion of that rueasure; as we want full
time" for the discussion of every wmieasure sub-
mitted to the House.'. Why should: that Bill
suffer martyrdom, if I may use the expression of
the Premier, when this: Bill is-allowed every
consideration, comparatively speaking ?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : I
thought you said we were not giving you any
opportunity to consider it:

Mr. MULLAN: Most of the time given to
the consideration “of this-Bill was time when
there was no report of the proceedings being
taken—when the Premisr was frightened to have
the arguments advanced by this side against the
Bill recorded in Hansard—that isfrom 12 o’clock
on Thursday night until the House resunred on
Triday, when we practically gét no report.

The PrEMIER ;- What are you discussing now !

Me. MULLAN ¢ T am discussing the attitude
of the hon. gentleman. :

The PreEmIer ; That is not the question before
the House.

Mr., MULLAN":  The" question ‘before the
Houge is for me to. answer the hon. gentleman’s
very: vague. arguments this -afterncon. . The
Premier deliberately misled the country in con-
nection with- this measure when the: Bill was
before the House on'a former occasion. At that
time: he told us that he was going into the
country to fight the question bimse1f, that he was
going into the highways and byways to show the
people they would do wrong if they voted for
this Bill.. But, as he himself wou!d say, he then
had other fish to fry. I will now quote what he
said in 1908.- The remarks will be found at page

- 410 of voiums cl.——

The PREMIER: But to those who think that the
community ought not to settle this gquestion, I would
point out to them that, as a matter of conscience, they
ocught not to voie on the referendmn. They ought to
abstain from votmg on the referendum altogether.

Mr. Lesiva: Who ought?

The PREMIER: Those who think that the com-
munity should not settle this guestioun.

The Premier advised the people of Queensland
not to ' vote on the question. The deduction from
that would be that he would natarally consider
‘the” votes of ‘those who so refrained, and. if he
“did - considerthose people, the result would be
very different from: what it is - Just: to- repeat
those figures—the people who did not' vote; a
great number of whom - were misled by the hon.
gentleman; numbered 121,499 votes; those who
said ““ No ¥ onthe question: were 56,681.  The
tolal” number  of those ‘who refused tG vote,
possibly on the advice of the Premier, and those
who voted “No " totalled 178,180, whilst those

who' voted  in  favour of  the guestion  was
74,238, It may be said; " Why should: we
consider those ~who  did not vote ‘on.this

question,- when  ws do pot: consider themiin
a-general  election ¥ The reason “is" obvious:
In this case there was only one party:to.the
fight. . We-were evgaged in the Federal election,
otherwise we would have been-on the platform
.in opposition - to this. - So- there is ‘no - parallel

[11 Ocronzz.]

-speaking had sat down.
sufficiently discussed.
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between the position of this fight and other fights;
and therefore, in this fight, those who: did not
vote have more reason to be taken into consider-
ation than on any other occasion. - The party
which was opposed to it wasg not orgaunised; if
they had been; the result would have been very
different to what it i&, I think that this Bill, if
carried, will be a blot on' the educational system
of Queensland. It is'a regrettable thing that it
sheuld have been introduced at all; particularly
in’ view. of the fact that the Minister right
throughout the Committee stage of the Bill con-
sistently refused to accept the fair amendments
of this side,

The. SEORETARY FOR ' PUBLIC ' INSTRUCTION :
You wanted us.to accept amendmensts which
would wreck the BilL

Mr. MULLAN: Surely the conscienice clause,
giving the teachers of Queensland: a right to
decline to teach religion unless they believed in
it, would not have wrecked the Bill!

The SEORETARY ¥OR. PUBLIC INSTRUCTION &
They are not asked to do it.

Mr. MULLAN : It would be better to wreck
the: Bill 'than to do a'gross injustice to-men who
have entered into. & contract to teach secular
education and not religious instruction.

The  SECRETARY: FOR PUBLIO" INSTRUCTION &
Did you not “say on the sécind reading that you
would do all you ¢ould to wreck the Bill ?

My, MULLAN :"As far ag I am concerned, if
I could wreck the Bill: I would do so, but seeing
the Bill was going through, it was the duty of
those who were opposed to it to make it as fair
a Bill as possible. ' I make no excuse about my
attitude, but in Committes our duty was: to
rake it ag fair as possible. - There was no sound
reason for the Minister refusing to accept the
conscience clause moved by the junior mewber
for Ipswich..  Then we asked that the religious.
teaching should come on at the period of the day
preceding the breaking-up of the school, 80 that
those who  did "not " want ieligious instruction
could go home; and would not be in any way
interfered - with.: - Thix would have at once
removed the: great difficulty ' about one-room
schools "and: the separation of the- children.
Those who did not want  religious instruction
would have gone home, and those who wanted it
would have remained, and the  matter would
have been simplified. . But the Minister, in his
obstinacy, buoyed up by the brutal and servile
majority which' is now behind him, has seen fit
to refuse our most reasonable amendment. T
did not rise to speak at length on the matbter.

At 7.20 pomy;y

The PREMIER : I beg to move—That the
question be now put.

Opposition dissent.

Mr, MURPHY : Before you' put that, Mr.
Deputy Speaker, I'would like to:ask you if this
has been sufficiently debated. I am privileged to
ask that under the Standing Orders,

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
hon. member has spoken.

Mr. HAMILTON : I have not spoken.  Many-
‘hon. members have not spoken on this question.
I was waiting until the hon. member who was
I ask if this bas been

The

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I find that
twelve members have spoken on the question, “E
think the matter has been sufficiently debated.

Mr. Armstrong.]
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Question—That - the. question be now put—
put ; and the House divided :—

Mr
i
3
5
5
5
32"
5
”
»
¥y
I
i
55

"
Te,

PAIR.

Aye—~Mr, Morgap, : No—Mr. Mann,
Resolved in the affirmative:

Question—That the Bill be now read a third
time——pu_b ; and the House divided :—

AxEs, 30,

. Allan Mr. Gunn
Appel sy, Hawthorm
Barnes, G. P. . Hodge
Barnes, W. H. 55 Hunter; D.
‘Bouchard y» - Kidston
Breunan 1~ Macartuey.
Bridges .5 Paget
Cottell 5 Detrie
Cribh « - Philp
Denham 15 Roberts
Forrest; yiooswasne
Forsyth oo Thorn
Fox 5y Tolmie
Grant o Walker
Grayson i Wienholf

Hers: My, Wienholt and My, D. Hunter,

Nors; 22

. Blair : Mr:: Lennon
Breslin o Lesing
Coliing 5o May
Crawford 53 Muleahy
Douglas s Mullan
Ferricks ,s. Murphy
Foley ,i. - MeLachlan
Haumilton .5 Payue
Hardacre » Ryan
Hunter, J. M, ,»+ Theodore
Land ;»  Winstanley

Tellers : Mr. Murphy and Mr. Collins.

k AvEs, 33.
Mr, Alian Ir. Guon
5 Appel 55 Hawthorn
,s. - Barnes, . P. ,» Hodge
,s  Barnes, W, H, »s Huoter, D,
,» Blair 55 Kidston
,» Bouchard 5». Macartney
»y - Brennan 5 Mulcahy
y+ Bridges s Paget
,,- Cottell 5, Petrie
45 Crawford .+ Philp
15 Cribb ,5. Roberts
4., Denham 5 Swayne
y, - Yorrest s THorn
v Forsyth s - Tolmie
by FOX 55 Walker
5y Grant > . Wienbolt
5 Grayson
Tellers: Mr, Cottell and Mr, Walker,
Noss, 19,
Mr. Breslin Mr, Lesina
4y Colling . May
;5 Douglag 5. Mulian
4 - Ferricks 55 Mu:phy
.+ Toley s» MeLachlan
55 Hamilton iy Payne
,» - Hardacre »s Ryan
,, Hunter, J. M., ,» Theodore
.- Land ,». Winstanley
,; Lennon

Tellers: Mr, Theodore and Mr, Ferricks,

PAIR

Aye—NMr. Morgan. No-~Mr. Mann,
Resolved in the affirmative.
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-

STRUCTION : T beg to m

now pass.
Mr. LESINA: I do not wish that we should

-pass this Bill'now:

ove that the Bill do

We see what has happened

to another Bill of equal imp rtance
17.30 p.m.] in agother place; It 1s an important

Bill dealing: with "the  mining in-
dustry, and it has been referred to a Select Com-
mittee, because it was not. discussed-~had not
Teen deliberated upon in this Chamber,

My, MULLAN ; Neither was it.

[Hon. W. H. Barnes.
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Mr,. LESINA : Are we going to welcome this
kind of thing in every Bill passed through this-
Chamber? ~Kven at the eleventh hour Iask the
Premier does ‘he want this Bi'l referred to a
Select Committee or bundled out altogether
because it has not been sufficiently  discussed ?
These are good reasons why the Bill' should not
be passed at the present time. = In fact, those
opposing the Bill, if they are worth their salt,
would take ‘every opportunity of opposing ib—
every possible opportunity of-putting up some
fight in regard to it. If:it is worth: fighting
at all, it s worth fighting all the way,
fighting bcldly and determinedly, and not doing
anything half-hearted. I say T am: just
as  strongly opposed ' to the ‘Bill “at  this
stage as | was when the Bill was first intro-
duced.  Nothing has transpired in the meantime
to altermy views. During the discussion on the
third reading some hon. members never had an
opportunity of speakiogat all.. That is a further
indication to me that the Bill in its present form
will not pass the Legislative Couueil, or will not
pass without long deliberation. To'some extent I
must commiserate with members ou the Govern-
ment benches who do' sincerely believe in this
Bill—men like the hon. member for Bulimba, the
hon, member for Warwick, the hon. riember for
Nundah, and the hon. member for Bundanba, = I
say I commiserate with those hom. . members
because: they  sincerely. believe' in. thig re-
ligious instruction ;- they: sincerely believe our
educational system is a farce, that it is godless,
and produces immoral and degenerate chi'dren ;
and believing that, they are perfectly justified in
supporting the Government in introducing this
Rill." T eommiserate with them  becauve: they
have not had:an opportunity of discussirg the
Bill.' Who" has heard’ the hon. member for
Nundah on this. matter ? - That hon. member
might have given  convincing' reasons which
would have compelled me to believe in the pas-
sage of this Bill. = Under those circumstances, I
am forced to this conclusinn-—that those hon.
members were prevented by the Government
from expressiog - their opinions on- the matter.
Or - take = the. hon.  member for  Toowong.
1 ask is there a solitary member of this Cham-
ber who- would-not. have listened spellbound
to the eloguence falling from that hon. member ?
That is another pleasure that has been denied us
in connection with this matter, and I say for -
these and many other reasons I desire to com-
miserate with those hon. members, The leader
of the Government has not gagged mwembers on
this side ; the hon. gentleman has gagged his
own supporters in a measure of this description.
I know the Secretary for Public Instruction is
animated with: very sincere and most earnest
sentimenty regarding religious = instruction  in
State schools, and, beingin charge of : this Bill,
it is his duty to wiove ** That the Bill do now
pass,”” and then  to move that it be sent o
avother place where it will be further' dis-
posed of effectively. . I would like to see it dis-
posed: of once and for all. = The hon. gentle-
man- beleves in religious instruction in State
schonls, and this Bill, to some extent, covers his
idea. - Perhaps it does not go'as far as he would
like it. It does not teach any particular creed—-
but it is sufficient to goon with. - Only:the other
day, in hunting up information on this Bill in'the
library, I discovered an old print dealing with
an. event which’ Fappened 400 or 500 years
ago. - A number: of persons -were gathered
together round the martyr’s fire; and i the
midst of ‘the flamies was a person who had de-
clined to agree to the creeds of the time, and
dancing round the flames were a number of men,
three: of ‘whom at least miight be taken out of
this Chamber—the Secretary for Public Instrue:’
tion; the hon. mewber for Warwick; and the hon,
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member for Nundah. (Laughter.) They wore
the same  sad  theclogical - expressions, the
same : deadly  earnestness,  the 'same sincere
fanaticism; the same abhorrence of the religious
rights of others, and the same solid determination
to achieve oneend; evenif they had to go through
fire and brimstone to ‘secure it.. We dare now

asked to pass the Bill, and later on we shall be

asked to agree to the title, and then a:further

Tegolution sending it to another place, and on. "

each of these resolutions I propose to protest just
as strongly as I have opposed every: other stage
‘of the Bill, and I hope'a division  will 'be taken
on each resolution.

Mr. HAMILTON : Like the last speaker, I -

wish to give reasons why the Bill should not
pass. - On the second reading some hon. mem-
bers’had not an-opportunity of speaking, neither
on the third reading of this Bill have some men-
bers had an opportunity of speaking, and I can
only re-echo the remarks of the previous speaker,
when he hopes that when it goes” to another
Chamber this " Bill' will be considered on its
merits. - There are good, valid reascns why I do
not think we should pass this Bill without pro-
test, because it has been gagged through nearly
all its stages, and I say the guillotine, or the
gag, should not be applied to-a Bill of the
importance of this one.

The PREMIER:
business,

Mr. HAMILTON : This is very important
business, and we  should have met earlier in the
year, and when the hon. gentleman’ knsw there
were other important measures coming’ before
the House he should not have taken up three
weeks “of - the session in - discussing - the: new
Ssssional Orders. - How are thess new Sessional
Orders regardedin the House 2. How are the old
Standing Orders regarded here?
the: Government they are seb aside.

The Premier ;- T did not take up the time.
Mr. HAMILTON : The hon. gentleman in-

troduced these Sessional Orders, and what has he
gained by it 7. He has gained nothing, because

we konow very well, if we wish to, “'we can get.

round these Sessional Ordersand talk just as long
"ag we like,; so that the discussion on those Ses-
sional Orders was® a whole - waste of. time.
Apirt from that, since the Bill' was dealt with
inthe House last week, I  sée the Rev,
Garland and a few others of his own sort have
been holding meetings in Brisbane criticising the
members of this House, and not only criticising,
but threatening members of this House what
they are going to do- when the next election
takes place. . I want to-point this out to hon.
members : That Parliament is coming to & pretty
pass’ when every- time there is ‘an election a
pistol is held o their heads from: all ‘directions.
T know at the last election that took place, when
I was  in' Winton, I got from the Bible in
State: Schools: Lieague 'a copy- of the papers
that were read out  here by. the hon. memn-
ber- for. Clermont; and I had also: letters
from - the - Licensed ::Victuallers” - Association
pointing a pistol at my head it I ‘did not do
what they wanted; and I also had the temper-
ance - bodies  pointing & pistol at me if I did not
do - as they wanted.  Thers were five or six of
them; and I say it is coming to a pretty pass
when a member is standiog for Parliament, all
the different sections of the community should
hold pistols at his head. I say a man isnot
* getting freedom of - conscience ‘or. freedom of
thought.
The DEPUTY - SPEAKER: Order! I
would ‘ask “the hon.  member to conuect his
remarks to the question before the House.

[11.Ocronzr.]

We have to consider other

When' it suits

land.
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Mr. HAMILTON : T think I was getting away"
frowe the question.” I would: like: 10" ask those
meinbers of the Women’s Bible League who are
criticising ‘members of  Parliament, how miuch
effort have they made in order to see the children
in the community in which they live receive
Bible teaching? How many of those people have
assisted in establishing Sunday schools in the
districts in which they live, and how many. of
them have given their time to teach the Bible on
Sunday:afterncons?

The -HoME ‘SECRETARY : A ‘great. many : of
them,

Mre. HAMILTON ¢ I say if there was half
as much energy j ut forward in the establishment
of ‘Sunday Schools, and to seeing that the chil-
dren were taught the Bible; as there has been'in
holding" out threats and in cviticising members
of Parliament in doing what they are sent here
to do, I think it would be very much better.
As far as this question is concerned, I was
reading the remarks the other day of the Minis-
ter for Education when the Kidston Government
defeated the Philp Government, of which the
hon. member was one, and' in speaking in the
House  the Lon. gentleman  said that as far
as any  measure  that might - meet with the
approval of the party to which he belonged he
would give it his best support; but any measurs
that he did ‘not approve of ‘he was goisg to'do
his best to oppose.1t. That is. what this party is
deing. - Any measure that we think isfairand in
the interests of the community we will give it of
our best, but any measure introduced here which
we think is detrimental to the best interests of
the commuuity, then we are going to oppose it.

Mr. TaorN + What aboat the referendum 7

Mr.HAMILTON  Inevervoted for the referen-
duin on'this question:’ We have been consistent
all through: ~We have no right to break up the
grand sys’em’ of secular ‘educativn ‘which' has
bewn ini vogue in thiz State for many years; and
T think weare justified in doing our best in order.
to defeat this mieasure if ‘we possibly can., I

“think we are justified in. opposing: ic at every

stage, and, when'it goes to'another place; I hope
those hon, gentlemen who' are opposed : to' this
measure will do the very same ‘as we have done
here. A measure of this kind should never have
been gagged through the House, but the Govern-
ment depend on the gag. - We know very well
that this measurs would have been gagged at 4
o’clock’ this afternoon if the Government had
had one more member..  They. had twenty-nine
members and had to wait till they could get
thirty. I will vote against this motion that the
Bill do now: pass, and. if  one: vote of ‘mine will
wreck the Bill, I- would wreck it in: spite of
Garland, in spite of William: Kidston, and in
spite of all the' ladies’ Bible leagues in: Queens-
(Opposition laughter.)

Mr. LENNON = There are- a good many
reagons that. might be urged ‘to show that the
Bill should ‘not. pass, but I do not propose to
trouble the House with maby. I should be
glad if the Bill were passed into oblivion. - I

‘would like to'say that an extracrdinary feature

in connection with this little -Bill is that the
Education: Department  have a large staff of
something like 5,000 teachers who will be  very
seriously affected by this Bill. - They have been
referred to as they should not have been-—as- to

.whether they are in favour of this measure or not.

Just picture to yourself, Mr, Deputy Speaker, this
Government-~or any other Government for that
matter—asking teachers who have beeni employed
to teach secular education in the schools to teach
religious lessons ! - What would be thought of a
Government thatasked the membersof the police

Mr. Lemwn.]
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“foree . to make their own boots 2 It would be
quite as fair-a request to make, ani quite as
Jogical as to ask the teachers to teach religious
Jessons in State scliools, because you are asking
them to teach something they may not believe
in, or something which they dislike absclutely.
It is a perfectly unfair position toput. theny in.
‘With regard to the unfair comments which were
made by the gentlemen at the meeting in the
‘Albert street Church the other night; T may say
that they have just as much effect on measifa
gramaphone were turned on and: gave ubterance
to the same words. What: the ladies did and
what the ladies thiok isa very differcnt matter.

GoviErnMERT MEMBERS : ‘AR 1” and laughter.

Mr. LENNON @

A candid woman never shrinks
From saying what she thinks she thinks.

(Laughter.)  Indeed, there seems to be: some:
thing of Mrs. Caudle 'in. every woman, and
those who  have no- husband to lecture feel
they must leécture someone, and in connection
with' this Bill their lecturing hag been directed
against members of - this. House.. Many: of
them are not in  the same positions as mem-
bers of this House, and do not know as much
about it as we do. I sincerely hope that this
- Bill will be passed into oblivion.

My, MURPHY : When this Bill ‘was infro-
duced the Premier said it was to be a nion-party
measure—that every member on that side could
vote for it just as he pleased.

GoOVERNMENT MuMBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. MURPHY : What do we find during the
consideration of this question? As soon as the
Premierrises tomove * That the question be now
put,” they all come in and sit behind him. = We
know that it was never intended to haveany free
discussion of this Bill.© The Premier adopted
the same attitude with regard to this Bill as he
did'with regard to the Mines Regulation Bill.
He said it would have to go through by a certain
div. He'threw ‘down the gauntlet as soon as the
Bill was introduced. -~ It was the same with the
Mines Regulation Bill. ‘He said we would 'have
to take it whether we liked it.or not, and that he
would allow a day for discussion:

The PrEMIER : What speech are you quoting
from? i :

Mr, MURPHY : 1 am quoting from the Pre-
mier's speeches and from the Premier’s actions.
If T were to:take all. the hon.' gentleman’s
speeches: I would find him on one side one day
and another way another day. (Laughter.)” Bit
he does’ not require anything I might say to
judge him, as the people know him well enough.
Ttis a difficuls matter, and I have no desire to
judge him.: ~ ““Judge not, lest ye he judged.”
(Laughter.) I do not propose to jndge the hom
gentlemen, or any’ other hon. gentleman, with
regard to this Bill.. What I do say is, that it
wag introduced as a’ non-party measure; and
from the very time it was introduced we were
gagged and bludgeoned, and the thing was forced
through without any consideration or without a
great amount of consideration atall. I am not
so much in favour with hon. mrmbers who ask
the Liegislative Council to deal harshly with this
measure.. 1am in favour of the abolition of the
Legislative Council; and the Legislative Council
have really no right to-interfere with legislation
passed through this Chawber.. (Hear, hear!)
But on this question members of the Legislative
Council. must. realise that the membersof the
populat. Chamber have been gagged into sub-
mission  in- this matter.. They realise that the
Government do not intend to allow. the discus-
sion of an important question like this. VYester-

[Mr. Lennon.

[ASSEMBLY.]

coubof ordir.

.directed efforts in this direction.

’Amendment Bill.

day afterncon the Miners’ Association—T- will
not go into details in’ that matter as I will be
Tam against: this Bill passing
untiliwe see the reading books whieh it is pro-
yosed shall be introduced into the schools.” The
Bill might well stand over until we hear from the
teachers on this matter.. The conscience clause
was not. fully discussed in  this Chamber,
and  there. was no opportunity  of -getting a
true vote on the: matter.” Before we compel
our teachers to work: in ‘connection - with this
vile: measure we should ' obtain some opinion
from them. T am against introducing apything’
into our legislation that is likely to create strikes
armongst those who:are employed to tech in” our
schonls:’ There is'a teachiers’ assoelation; and it
1§ possible that some ‘agitator: amongst them

“might strongly resent the action of the Govern-

ment in teaching religion in the schools.

Mr. Lmstva: All' the  teachers: throughout
Queensland may go on strike. . &

Mr. MURPHY : Yes,  and it 'is- & thing
members should take into consideration, as ib
would be a sad thing to see the: teachers go on
strike. ' If such a state of things were to occur,
we: would have the Premier imitating the
Premier of New South Wales, “and - putting-
through a Coercion Bill in one sitting.

The Premier: I would not have the slightest.
seruple about it. .

Mr., MURPHY : We might have the same
thing oceurring here  in connection with  our
teachers as cecurred in New South Wales with
ths miners: It 'would be a sad’ thing to see the:
head teacher of the Normal School going down
to St. Helena in irons because he vigorously pro-
tested against the introduction of this system,
and the Premer tells us that he would: have no
scruplewhatever in introducirg such a vilething.
This is a matter which members opposite might:
consider; and even at this eleventh hour give us:
% chance of defeating this Bill

Mr. FERRICKS :- T desire to have just one
last word- of protest against what I call this
iniquitous proposal. I express my disapproval
of the ‘action: of the. Premier in gagging this
measure: through' ‘at the three stages: of the
measure. . There has been 'a lot said; and truly
said, about the action of the ladies and gentlemen
around the metropolitan ‘areas of Brisbure who
have taken on. themselves to intimidate Parlis-
ment, and to intimidate’ the Governmeiit to
take up. this proposal - and put it into effect
by the  instramentality. of “the' gag; aided
or  put into force by . their servile: majoiity
behind.: . T think  that those encrgetic ladies

‘and gentlemen who have gone to'such extremes

as they lave in: this connection would e

‘much better employed if they' devoted  their

energies and labours to improve the moral
life of Brisbane in the way of preventinglittle
girls going about the streets at night selling
Howers, especially selling flowers at the hotels to:
half drunken men and giving the proceeds to
parents who ate not always of the best habits: I
think if those ladies were to form themselves into
a vigilance committee and move in that direction;
they would be doing better work than their mis-
One ¢f the
most - astounding . arguments  that  emanated
from the other side was. that it would: not
be necessary for the. teacher ‘to impart any
colour to the religious education, as:he wouid
just have to read  the lessons.:  That would
be nothing more than being mere phonographs.
That is not teaching. ~:Anyone who knows any-
thing about teaching ‘at all: knows that mere
reading like that would have no'effect whatever,
It is the . most  ridiculous srgument T ever
heard advanced. . There is another aspect of this
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" matter.:: Reference has been made to the suavity
of the cobliging manner of the hon. gentleman
who'introduced tnis Billi- I think:bhe has been
on his usual demeancur, but he has been very
obstinate, in that no matter what argument was
pubforward from this side it was never of any
use; a8 He would not aceade to it~ That was not
& gocd attitude’ ‘to - adopt. o Although we
are-in a minority, we' represent a. good pro-
portion of  the people, aund. it i’ only  right
that ‘these  people . should have a voice in:the
deliberations of: Parliament.
accept nothing from this side, and listen to:no
arguments from this side at all.; It is'only re-
ducing parliamentary proceedings to g farce; and

. the twenty-six members of the Liabour party, or
the thirty menibers« f the Opposition, might just
as well be outside altogether. : 1 hope that there
will soon be an appeal 10’ the people,’and we can
let the people in: the electorates repreésented by
menbers.  opposite know  how: parliamentary
government was carried on.’ For myself, Tam
prepared: to. g0 to the country: advocating free;
secular, and compulsory ‘education in our State
schools.

At 8p.m.,

The PREMIER: I Eeg to move—That the
question be now put:

My, LESINA ¢ Mr. Deputy Speaker,—Do

you think ‘the' question' has been’ sufficiently

debated ? :

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! There
is & growing inclination on the ‘part of hon.
members:to rise and ask whether it

18 p.m, ] my opinion:‘that the -question has
4 been sufficiently debated. I have
before stated that the fact of my rising to put
the question is sufficient evidence that I think

the question has been sufficiently debated. The

question is—%That the guestion be now puf.”

Question—That the quession be now put—put
and the House divided i

AYES; 80, P
Mr, Allan Mr. Guuon
52 Appel ap ., Hawthorn
Rarnes, G. P. , Hodge
:j Barnes, W, I .. :, ITanter; D.
5y Bouehard 4+ Kidston
Vi 1?r_%mmn . %Iacagtney
BrIGEESs N age
’z Cottell i, Petrie
7 Dent " Tobirt
;- Denham , Roberts
:, Forregs :; Swayne
4. Porsyth 5, Thorn
;- Tox Telmie
2 v Grant ,,}, Walker

5, Grayson 4 Wienholt
Pelters: Mr, Allan and Mr. Swayne.

. "NoEs, 23.

Mr. Blair Mr, Lennon

4y Breslin .. Lesina

452 Coliing 5oo May,

S Crawford 55 Muleahy

Sy Doutglas Muliarn

55 FeITicks . ;: Murphy

e f{olgy}t iy %ichachlan
amilton Ayne

’,’, Hardacre 3 : Ryan

oo Huntey, oML .y Theodore

™ IL{eo‘éh 4 Winstanley
A

Tellers s Mr. MceEachlan ‘and My. Winstanlsy.

PAlR.
No~~Mr, Mann.

Resolved in the affirmative.
1910-4=®

Aye—Mr; Morgan.

The Government.

Amendment Bill, 1393

Question—That: the Bill: do now pass—put;
and the House divided i~

CAYES 330
Mr. o Alldn : oo Mry Guon
5 Appel:s - Hawthorn
o Barnes; Gi Pl oo Hodge
i Barnes, WoIL. 5o Hunter, D
3. Blair 5o Kidston.
v Bouchard o Macartiney
;i Brennan s Muleahy
/v~ Bridges 5 Pagpt
45 Cottell 5o Petrie
s Crawford v Philp
i,y Cribb w -Roberts
- Dettham o SwWayne
3 Forrest i Thorn
5+ Forsyth 5 Tolmis
. Fox : 5, Walker
5, Grant . Wienholt

s Grayson
Tellers : My, Cribband Mr, Forsyth,

Nozs, 20,

Mr. Breslin : Mr. Tennom

5 Colling sy Lesing

s Douglas s May
yiioPerrieks o Mualian:

5o Foley - Murphy

sy Handilton ;- McLachlan
sy Hardacre o Payne

G Hunter, Jo M, Sy Ryan

i Keogh i Theodore
srland so-Winstanley

Tellers : My Breslin and My Douglas.

PaiR
Aye-Mr. Morgan.  No-=Mr. Mann,

Résolved in the affirmative.

ST

The - SECRETARY 'FOR PUBLIC IN:
STRUCTION : I move that the title of ‘the
Bill 'be, A "Bill to amend the. State: Bduca-
tion Acts,; 1875 t6 1900, by making provision  for
religivus instruction  in. State ‘schools ' during
school hours, in pursuance of an affirmative refer-
endam poll  taken under: the - Rsligious  In-
sgnuct,ion in State Schiocls Referendum: Ach of
1908.7 -

Mr, LESINA : One of our Standing" Orders
provides that the title of a Bill shall stats clearly
the principle of the Bill: » Does this title really
state the principle of the Bill ? Isita Bill merely
for ‘religivus. instruction in State schools?
think the word ‘‘religious ”should be deleted,
and the word ‘“sectarian” inserted in ity place,
becanse the Bill really relates to gectarian’ in-
struction in $tate schools.. . Hitherto our State
schools have been inculeating -sicular instruc-
tion, and. the opposite of- secular'is sectarian.
It is hard to give: religious ‘instruction: that is
not. sectarisn: Many. petsons ‘say that  all
religious instruction is sectatian, and I do not
think: that  can be disputed.  To the Jew all
Christian' teaching is: sectarian; and; apart from
that fact, it does not matter from what polnt of
view youplace religious teaching before the com-
munity, it must necessarily take on' a ‘sectarian
hue. - On. this question some time ago. in New
Ziealand, wheré the question came up for discus-
sion; Bome imiportans pionouncements were made
by some of: the  parties over there. I will just
read the following = :

It'is:proposed to introduce this scheme of sectarian
“religious instriuction,” with only ** some slight verbal
alterations’” into. the public schoo’s of New Ze-land.
It is;; moresver, proposed to force this “emasculated
caricature’’ of the sacred Scriptures into the schoolsn
a sectarian doctrinal basiv: (o) on the dogniatic:prin~
ciple’of “the Bible and the Bible only, interpreted by

priv’ate judgment; and (b). on the comparatively: new-

My, Lésina.]
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fangled theory which assumes that the living body of
Christian truth may be cut into sections, sorted out;
and retained, mutilated; ignored, or surrendered to suit
supposed sceial convenience or political expediency.’’
This theory—misealled . “ Undenominationalism “~re=
presents; in reality, an unsuccessfal attempt to formu-
late a Pan-denominational Proteéstantism.

That is what the Government will have to'do.if :

they adopt the title of the. Bill as vroposed by

the Minster, and I belisve that the: Minister -

knows that just as well as anybodyelse. There
are members sitting behind the Minister who do
not know the fact, but lie never shows his hand.
There is: a good- deal-of the wiliness of the
gerpent about that hon. gentleman. 'Although
at times he is mostly o political sucking dove,
there are occasions when ' he c¢an show the
wisdom of the serpent, and this is one of those
oceasions. - There are innocent members behind
him ' who are being : misled in  this matter
—trusting innocent members, like the hon.
member - for - Cunningham — (laughter) ~— who
have  not the ‘faintest ‘conception ~of  what
he intends by adopting a- title like  this—
“for  giving religious : instruction . in = State
schools.” " That looks very harmless. = T do not
desire to read more into the language than there
ig in“it—like Sergeant Buzfuz, in * Bardell v.
Pickwick.” I do not desire to belabour it, but
I maintain that there isno such thing as religious
instruction apart from sectarian instruction.” We
do not 'want this Bill t0 be a sectarian Bill. - All
the members who'sbood up’ and expressed their
opinions on the other side-~there were only a
few,  but we must give them credit for being
independent enough to express: their opinion=
declared that they had no desire togive sectarian

instruction,: and: the Minister himself said he

had no such desire ;  but if "you cannot give
religiousinstruction without séctarian instruction,
then the purpose of the Bill is made clear; and our
opposition is justified. In the little pronounce-
ment: T just quoted; ‘point: (b) insists on’ this
significant fact; and -when you take into con-
sideration the prowise made by the Minister that
five gentlemen who aresitting are to beinstructed
with the preparationof undenominational lessons,
you will see at once there iy a screw loose some-
where. - '1f these books are prepared in: accord-
ance with the'instructions given; or if no instruc-
tions are given, and-they are sent out by a
majority vote, then the preparation of the lessons
being left: to these five laymen; it devolves upon
them  to cut: up the whole body of Christian
truth into sections,

At 8.20 p.m.,

The PREMIER:
question be now put. : ’
Opposition dissent and laughter.

Mr, LESINA: Has the guestion been suffi-
ciently discussed ?

T beg to move—That the

Question—That the question be now put—put;
and the House divided :—

Aves, 80,

Mr. Allan Mr. Guan

57 Appel ,; Hawthorn
4, Barnes, G.P. .. -Hodge

55 Barnes;, W. H. »  Huuter, D,
L Bouchard 5. Kidston

5y Breunan - Macartney
i Bridges s Paget

53 Qottell - Petrie
+y..:Cribb 45, Philp

4y Denban . Roberls

5. Forrest 5 Swayne

5y Forsyth: 5. Thorn

3 Fox: s Tolmie

5o Grant Foivsy Walker

Grayson s Wienholb

i1
Tetlers: Mr. Guon and Mr. Grayson:

{Mr. Lesina.
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Amendment Bill.

Nozs, 23,
Mr. Blair: Mr. Lenpon
v Bresiin ;o Lesiga o
4. Colling » May
s Crawford -, Muteahy
5 Douglas ' i Mullan
5o Perricks s Murphy
i Foley, ;v MeLachlan
4 Hamilton 5 - Payne
i Hardacre 5. Byan
s Huntery . M. 35 Theodore
o Keogh 1, Winstanley
s Land

Tellers: My, ?ayna and Mr. Ryan.

Parn.
Aye—Mr, Morgan;  No==Mr. Mann:
Resolved in the affirmative,

Question—That the title of the Bill be A Bill
to. amend the State Elucation Acts, 1875 to
1900, by making provision for religious instrue-
tion in State schools during school heurs, in
pursuance of an: affirmative referendum - poll
taken under. the Religious Instruction in:State
Schools Referendum Act of 1908”—put; and
the House divided +— :

Ayrs, 33

My, Allart My Guny

sy Appel ;- Hawthorn
;i Barnes, G. P, 5o Hodge

L5 Barnes; W, Hi i Hunter, D
. Blair . Kidston

55 Bouchard <y Macartney
;-7 Brennan 4y Muleahy
sy Bridges 55 Paget ,
4y Cottell - 4. Petrie

4, Crawford 4+, Philp

4. Oribb . . Roberts

.- Denham s Swayne

45, - Forvest . 5, Thorn

v, Forsyth 4 Tohnie

55, FOX ;5 Walker

s Grant 35~ Wienholt

5y Grayson
ellers: Mr, Tolmie and Mr. Bouchard.

Nozs, 20,

Mr. Breslin Mr. Tennon

, Collips. .~ : 35 Lesinag

5, - Dounglas y May

s» Ferricks 4+ Mullan

,» Foley. 3y Muorphy

.y Hamilton 5y Mclachlan
s Hardacre .+ Paynoe

;5. Hunter, J. M, 5. Rydn

» Keogh w . Theodore

3y - Land T Winstanley
Tellers:s Mr. J. M, Hunter and Mr. Land.

Parn.
Aye—Mr. Morgan. No-—Mr, Mann.
Resolved in the affirmative.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-

STRUCTION : I begto move that the Bill- be

. transmitted to the Legislative Coun-

[8.30 p.m.] - cil for their concurrence, by message
in the usual form. :

Mr. LESINA : I think this motion ought to
be amended: :

The PREMIER : T beg to move—That the
question be now put. )

Mr. LESINA: M;-.Deputy Speaker,—Do you
think this proposal has been sufﬁbxeptly dig-

~cussed ? (Laughter,) :
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Question—That the question

be now: put—
put; and the House divided :— :

Axss; 30,

My, Allan My, Gunn

0 Appel ;s Hawthorn
1+ Barnes, G P. s Hodge

5. Barnes, W H. .y Hunter; D.
»; . Bouchard ,» Kidston

., Rreumnan i, Maeartney
,; - Bridges .- Paget

15 Cottell . Petrie

L Oribb ,,° Philp

s Denham ,»  Roberfs

i Porrest 5 Swaynpe

s Forsyth 5. Thorn

s Fox .. Tolmie

.0 Grant » Walker

. Grayson ,, Wienholt

Tellers : Mr. D. Hunter and Mr. Roberts;

Nogs; 28

Mry: Blair Mr. Lennon

4 Breslin ;s Lesina

52 Colling . May

sy Crawford i Mulcaby
55 Douglas - Mullan

5 Ferricks. ¢ Murphy

4y Foley 450 MeLachlan
5 Hamilton Sy payne

v Hardacre s Ryan

s Hunter, J My 45 Theodore
- Keogh Ly Winstanley
5 hand

Tellers: My, Foley and Mr. Mullan:

PATR:
Aye—Mr: Morgan, - No--Mr. Matn.
Resolved in the affirmative.

Question—That the Bill be transmitted to the
Legislative” Couneil for their concurrence, by
tessage in the usual form=put; and the House
‘divided :—

AvEs, 33,
Mr: Allap My Gungn
s Appel 5o Hawthorn
sy Barneg; G, Pt v Hodge
,»- Barumes, W H, ,, o Hunter; D.
o Blair 45 Kidston
5. -Bouchard .- Macartney
45 Brennan 5. Muleany
- Bridges 4 Paget
.5 Cottell ,y Petrie
- Orawford ,» - Philp
., Crihb ,s Roberts
,y. Denham » Swayne
. Forrest 5 Thorn
., Forsyth . 'Foimie
5, Fox » Walker
.,y Grant » Wienholt
;5. Grayson
Tellers s Mr; Crawford and Mr. Hodge.
Noxs, 20,
Mr. Breslin Mr. Lennon
4. Colling ;». Lesina
sy Douglas 5 May
»  Ferricks , Mullan
;5. Foley » Murphy
.y Hamilton » MeLachlan
., Hardaere .. Payne
o5 Hunter; J, M. s Ryan
5, Keogh ,; - Theodore
v Land 5 - Winstanley

Tellers: My, Colling and Mr. Keogh:,

PA1R.
Aye—Mri. Morgan: . No—Mr. Mann,
Resolved in the affirmative.

LOCAL AUTHORITIES  ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL.

SrcoND READING.
The. HOME SECRETARY: In rising to

move the next Order of the Day, as the mea-
sure- which “is' now.-before the House is  one

[11° OcToBER:]

Amendment:  Bill. 1395

entirely for: discussion in’. Committee, it is
not my intention to enter into a long history
concerning local government in this. State.

Opposirion MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

The HOME SECRETARY: The principle
of “local: government: has been affirmed, and
it is now simply.a question of passing such. a
measure . as: will ‘enable: the local authorities

“of the  State to more effectively deal ~with

those matters which come-before them. and
by which they have to: regulate the conduct
of the: affairg of their different local authori-
ties.. It will saffice to say that local governs
ment . has’ now: beer “established. for :some
thirty years in this Staté-—thirty years before
the establishment of  local authorities in the
mother: State. .  And' undoubtedly  the. effect
of that establishment in thig State has been to
make men ‘more self-reliant, t0 depend ‘more
upon themselves; in:carrying out those:public
works which . are ‘necessary in. the: different
portions. of the State which they: represent.
Ag hon. members’ are aware, at the inception
of: local. government. the portion of the taxa-::
tion which had to be borne: by the local tax-
payer ‘was  but one-third. of ‘the  whole," the
State contributing two-thirds; or £2 for every
£1 which was raised by the local government.
Undoubtedly at that particular period it was
necessary that the State should so ‘assist the
local bodies—when there were & c¢onsiderable
number of works to be ‘undertaken to give
access to the different portions of ‘the State.
You are aware; Mr. Speaker; that when that
subsidy was withdrawn' there arose & great
outory . from: the different.local authorities,
and fromtitne’ to time efforts were made to
induce the Government to renew that subsidy.
Although it undoubtedly inflicted: a certain
amount . of hardship’ upon the: local authori-
ties, yebt to my mind it was a wise thing that
that subsidy. ceases to: be paid by the State,
because more and more it threw on the local
guthoritiss - the ' obligation - of ' raising  the
necessary funds to carry ‘out works in. their
areas; - and, that being so, it became neces-
sary for them to exercise the greatest care
in-the expenditure of the money which they
had to raise. In many instances, I think I
am correct in saying, the effect of the receipt
of that subsidy from the State caused different
local governing bodies to be extravagant—to
expend money. on. works which were not al-
together for the benefit of the general body
of ratepayers, and undoubtedly if that subsidy
had’ continued,; works of that kind would have
continued to, be-constructed, and in the end
very serious injury would have been inflicted;
not alone upon the respective local authorities,
but upon the ratepayers, who would ultimately '
have had to" pay the: bill by an increased
amount . of “taxation  being ‘put ‘upon’ them;,
Hrom, time- to time different measures have
been before_this' House whereby amendments
wete made in: connection with local authority
legisiation:. " We  have  had something - like
twelve : measures before the House since the -
inception “of local” authorities in the State of
Queensland. " The last Act under which the
local authorities have heen operating has been
in- operation: for something like eight years.
During ~ the “years = 1906, 1907, and’ 1908
different. ‘measures amending legislation were
before: the - House; - although they never be-
came law.- The amending Bill introduced: in
1907 was passed: through this Houss, but was
not -passed by the Legislative Council, owing:
to" the dissolution: of Parliament which took
place at that time.  The measure now:before
the House contains many. of the clauses which
were contained in’ that particular Bill, and in

Hon. J.G. Appel ]
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addition several amendments which were sub-
sequently suggested to the Home Department
by conferences of local authorities, and which,
“as & result of their experience in the adminis-
tration of local government, the officers of the
department considered to be necessary.

Mr. TeroDoRE: Have all these amendments
been embodied?

The = HOME SECRETARY : ' Practically
the whole of the amendments  which were
carried at the conferenve of local authorities
are - embodied ’ inthe ~measure before  the
House, with ~additional” clauses which were
considered  necessary by the officers of  the
Home Department, which administers malters
connected’ with Jocal ‘government.

Mr. Lenxon: The resolutions asking the
State to renew the subsidy, are they em-
bodied? e

The HOME SECRETARY: No. If the
hon: maember  will ‘recollect; ‘at the last con-
feronce of local authorities no- reference was
made, ‘nor. any  resolution passed; ‘asking
the State to revert to the system of endow-
ment previously in force.

My, Lexxon: They did at previous confer-
ences.

The HOME SECRETARY: Yes; but I am
referring now to the final conference at which
suggestions were adopted; ; and these sugges-
tions  are now  embodied in' the Bill: before
the House. - Ag this is: purely “a Committee

SBill; T will just. mention oneor two: of the
principal  alterations which are embodied 'in
1, and where: they differ from . the previous
measures . before the ' House and from: the
legislation: which is now in force in the Btate.
I mention the clause dealing with the legisla-
tion ‘by which the ¢ouncil, on: the motion of
one-fifth of  the ratepayers,” might be  dis-
solved. There  are cases—although ' not fre:
quent——where local authorities have so' mis-
managed: their affairs” and have. acted con-
trary to the 'desires. of the ratepayers, that
it was - considered . necessary  to. give power
whereby the executive, upon a motion of one-
fifth of the ratepayers, would be enabled, by
mandate; to. cavse the whole of the repre-
sentatives of that particular local ' authority
to'go before the ratepayers for re-eleation.

Mr. MurPHY: Don’t you think that that is
rather “arbitrary?

The HOME SECRETARY: I do not know
from what point of view the hon. gentleman
vegards this, but from the experience of every
man interested and engaged in local authori-
ties we are aware that, although there is dan
aninual’ election, whereby ' one-third of the
members vetire;, yet it is impossible to get any
reformation’ of a local authority body which is
ot carrying  out the wishes of the rate-
payers-as.a whole, whereas if the representa-
tives-of that local authority, as a whole body,
gonte before the ratepayers, it would be pos-
sible to'obtain at the new election representa-
tives who would 'more truly represent the
ratepayers. Hon. members will see thai there
is & new clause which, by providing for the
incorporation. of the Local Authorities’ Asso-
ciation, will give it greater power, . This
is a proposal that the local authorities have
for many vears desired shall be carried into
effect, as by this incorporation they will be
able to establish a fidelity and indemnity fund.
This, to my mind, is a legitimate matter, and
comes  within  the scope of local ' govern-

““ment.. It is contended that by giving them
the power of establishing such ‘a fund very
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considerable saving will “be effected. . Under
present conditions local: authorities are com-
pelled to puarantee their servants, and also
to take out the necessary policies for indemni-
fying  ‘them  in c¢ases .of ~aceident; and, as
members are aware; in connection with- both
of ‘these  funds the rate is a fairly high one.
Local authorities are of opinion, and I quite
agree with them, that by banding together,
as they have the power to do under this mea-
sure when it becomes law, a very considerable
saving ‘will be effected. In connection’ with.
the limitation of the voting power, under tho
existing law a company or. corporation which
has ‘three directors is entitled: to' three votes
for each diréctor, or nine votesin all. ‘Thus,
while 15 would only be possible for the indi-
vidual ratepayer to have three yotes for the
same property, the directors have nine votes.
The clause in the  present Billlimits  the
voting power to three votes, two votes, or one
vobe,: so:that the' property will stand in the
same position  as that of an’ individual rate-
payer... Then we have another clause which
casts - upon local authorities the lability. to
furnish returns-if required by the Home De-
partment. - As members are aware, recently 1
required,: as administrative head of the local
authorities in Queensland, the local authori:

" ties to furnish me with certain: returns, which

I considered- necessary and indispensable.  As
hon. members are also possibly aware, there
were  many . cases in which I’ did not get the
information, because  the - local ' authorities
seemed’ to think that 1 required the informa-
tion for the purpose of assisting the: Commori-
wealth Government.

Mr. Luwnox: That-is because your Govern-
ment poisened their minds against the Com-
monwealth Government.

The HOME SECRETARY: I fail to find
any indication of that; because the- present
Government “of Queensland have ‘only been
too ready, at- all times to assist the Federal
Government  in - obtaining  any information
they require to carry Gut their functions.

Mr. J. M. HunTER: Quite right too.

Mr. LeNnoN: You previously poisoned:the
public: mind against the Commonwealth  Go-
vernment.

The HOME: X SECRETARY: Even if I
required the information for the purposes in
question, it. was the duty of the local authori-
ties . to  furnish' that information. - (Hear;
hear!) . If the Commonwealth Government,
by & majority, pass certain legislation; then
it is the duty of any depsrtment of  the
State to: assist in furnishing any necessary in-
formation which the Central Government may
require.  In* the measure. here it becomes:
obligatory on the: part of local authorities to
: furnish any information when itis

[9 p.m.] required by the Home Department

: . for any purpose for which they
think - it is. necessary  to have that in-
formation. Under the amending Act prickly
pear is. declared- to” be a. pest. . I think
1t will be admitted that this was a  very
necessary provision to- make. = Furthermore,
there = are: clauses in this  Bill ' whereby if
an area is only’ affected to suchan extent
with prickly - pear  that it is' possible: to
clear it, then, by execufive minute, it may be
declared to be & clean: area; and thereupon
it becomes obligatory ‘on the: local authority
to take the necessary action to see that the
ratepayers’: lands: and their ‘own roads and
reserves are kept clean.. If is generally ad:
mitted  that the prickly pear is not only . a
pest; but that it is a national danger. Under



Local Authorities Act

the provisions of this amending Bill the Go-
vernment  may give certain monetary assist-
ance: to local authorities to enable them to
cope with the pest and to clear the roads and
reserves of prickly pear.

Mr. ‘GRAYSON: Is that by loan or as a
grant?

The HOME SECRETARY : It is a subsidy.
oo Mo Jo My HunTer: What about Govern-
ment land?

The HOME SECRETARY:. That is in-
cluded in reserves. The Goverhment dre pre-
pared to - givée monetary  assistance to local

authorities to enable them to” cope with the .

pest on (overnment reserves and their own
roads:

Mr.J. M. HuNter: What. about Crown
lands? ‘

The HOME SECRETARY: They are in-
cluded  In reserves.

My, J. M. Hunter: Oh, no!

The HOME SECRETARY: Well, I am
unable to deal: with them, as they do. not
come within the scope of the measure before
the House. = I have simply taken the neces-
sary- power to deal with matters which come
within' the scope of the measure before the
House, Furthermore, members will find that
power  is - given to . local . authorities  fo
subsidise  omnibus: services to the extent of
£200 per annum. . Power is' also’ given. to
local :authorities to ~subsidise  any  philan-
thropic  institution ~ or ' imstitutions - which
have: for- their = object: the  carrying  out

of “charities  for  the  benefit ‘of  the  rate-

payers of the area. ' There is- also’ a pro-
vision' in' ¢onnection with' alien labour,  which
affects all persons who may be' concerned in
any ‘service that has: been instituted by the
local ‘authority.  There is'a further provision
in’ connection with the financial separation of
wards - or- divisions: of a local authority.:  As
members, oL some’ members, aredware,
under’ the present provisions a local suthority
has practically power to take funds from one
ward or division and spend them in  another
ward or division without it being obligatory
on them to reburn at a future time the money
o taken from the particular ward or division.
Possibly those members who  are intérested
in local: authorities “will recollect that re-
cently. certain ratepayers who desired to see
this. question settled brought a “case before
the Full Court, and thab eventually an appeal
wag rhade to the Privy Council. - Bu} the
result- of - that - appeal. practically ' left  the
matter in a state of uncertainty. Hon. mem-
bers will find $hat the provision in this Bill
which deals with that question deals with it
in:such a way ihat there can be no mistake
as to the relationship between the respective
wards or ‘divisions of ‘a local authority.

Mr.. J. M. HuNTER: Financial separation.

The HOME SECRETARY: Yes; financial
‘separation. :

Mr. Corrrin: What clause?

The HOME SECRETARY : Clause 30, sub-
section | (3); “deals with “financial - separation.
Briefly, the schemes is—(a) general: rates to
be credited to the division in which they are
raised ;- (3). all  revenue: other: than: general
rates” to- be -‘credited to ‘each’ division in
such proportion  as the :local authority shall
direct; (¢} expenditure, except 'as’ otherwise
provided, to be charged against the division
in. which it was expended; (d) salaries and
office " expenses to be charged against - divi-
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sions in- proportion to the annual value of
rateable land in each’ division; (¢) payment of
interest on - drainage and- similar works to be
charged to one or more divisions in such pro-
portion as the local authority directs; () bal-
ances, “whether' to - debit or cradit of the re-
spective divisions, to be carried forward from
year to:year; (¢} the Treasurer or any deben-
ture-holder to-have the security of the local
fund ot the revenues-of ‘the local authority;
(R any twenty ratepayers of ‘the area may
appeal to the Minister against: any resolution
ot the local authority under this section, Those
are, briefly, the provisions contairied in  that
clause. . There is “also & provision in connec-
tion with plumping.. Under the existing Act
plumping is permissible, but under this mea-
sure it- will be prohibited; “each  ratepayer
being required to vote for the full number of
members required to fll the different vacan-
cies.” Those are the principal 'amendrments
which differ from. the measures. which have
been before the House at previous times. As
I have already stated, this is entirely a Com-
mittee measure.. 1 have not mentioned cer-
tain ‘matters with respect. to 'which. I under-
stand notice of further amendments has been
given—for instance, there is one dealing: with
the franchise—because those -are’ matters
whicl - can be  discussed: and: dealt with: in
Comumittee. - But: I have  just in a general
way given an indication of what: the measure
is;. and what is its purposs and object:  It'is
a moasure  which 'is  absolutely necessary in
the interest of = the local:  authorities, and
should become law ' this session, and I have
overy ‘confidence that with the assistance of
hon: members on both sides of the House it
will'become law. It will improve the position
of local authorities; and will assist them very
materially in 'the interests with . which = they
are charged. 1. now. move that the Bill be
read & second time:

Mr: LENNONS This Bill has made a’ very
belated appearance. in this. House. ~It has
been: promised  for fully thres years—more:
than three years. A Bill of this kind has
been  discussed - ever- since I ‘came into: the
House, and was discussed and promised before
that' time again' and again.

The  TREASURER: It was carried through
this House on one occasion.

Mr. LENNON: VYes; I am aware of that.
I think the hon. gentleman who has intro-
duced this Bill is to: be congratulated upon
at length presenting it to the House, with;
I believe, an honest intention. of passing it
I think it must also be admitted: that: the
hon.” gentleman who introduced the:previous
Bill did 8o with an honest intention. of pass-
ing it, but that was not to be.. With regard:
to thiz Bill, when I took it up and read it
this . morning—which was the first time: 1
could find leisure to peruse’ it—I was seized
with alsrm because I could net find a parti-
cular amendment in which T was. interested.
I at once approached the Home  Secretary
and made inquiries about the matter: from
him, and he was good encugh to informme
that the omission was accidental, and: would
be stoplied by an amendment: proposed: by
himself.- It is only due $o the: hon. gentle-
man that I should make that. statement, be-
cause he allayed my . alarm. and I am quite
sure that no member on the other side would
like to’ see ‘me alarmed. ((Laughter.) 'The
Bill; ‘no doubt, shows & great deal of labour
on - the part of -the various conferences of
local authorities.  Those conferences are of

more or less value—chiefly less value, in my

Mr. Lennond
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opinion,  They provide a splendid outing for
the delegates, who  have a real jolly good
picnic.

Mr. Corrrrt: You have been s delegate.

Mr. LENNON: Yes; I have been a dele-
gate. 'On one occasion I wag appointed: a
delegate by mno- less than three shires;, and
yet I did not get swelled head. I partici-
pated in the functions, and :very pleasant
gatherings they were. Still, as far as those
things  settled. by the  conferences are cou-
cerned; I think that in the main the con-
ferences “have mnot been: a very: great success.
However, I am: glad to see that something
has resulted: from: them; i 1
Minister has. told: us that this Bill 'embodies,
with soine slight exceptions to which I shall
call ‘attention; the whole of.the recommenda-
tions made by those conferences. The Minis-
cter:referred to the fact that when he called
for: certain . statistical information  from  the
various -Jocal  bodies he 'was not  met in a
properspirit, and:in " that I entirely agree
with® him. :

My, Correrr: He was.

Mr. LENNON: I say he was not.

Mr.- Corrern: He was in the bulk of the
cases:

Mr.” LENNON: The hon. member inter-
jecting ' evidently ' does not read the news-
papers.

Mr. Corrmrr: I°do not agres with what
the newspapers say.

Mr, LENNON: The hon. member does not

agree with the newspapers because they say’
I'say it is a8

nothing at"-all “about. him.
matter- of public notoriety that my statement
is« borne  out by. fact—that various local
authorities throughout the land did not take
kindly to the request of the Home Secretary’s
Office. that they should supply certain infor-
mation. . The. sbatement is absolutely incon-
trovertible, and is justified' by the newspapers
“throughout: the State. It was an . unwarrant-
able presumption on the part of local authori-
bies 'to' refuse  to: supply information to the
“department which ig charged with the admin:
istration of local government, which  may: in-
stitute: inquiries concerning them,  and: may
put in- the bailiff at any time, I say again,
2§ I said by interjection, that this Govern-
ment - had: so poisonsd’ the: public: mind that
these - local ‘authorities ‘were  suspicious that
possibly ‘the “‘statistical = information was -~ Te-
quired. for the Federal Government, and whv
should ‘they supply anything to the Federal
Governmont? = That was the feeling engen-
dered by the - gentlemen  sitting - opposite
towards - the " Commonwealth - Government.
But that does not justify the attitude of the
local: authiorities.. They did not show a pro-
per appreciation of a real duty in responding
heartily to " the call of the Home Office in
giving information.,

My, Cortrrn: I say the bulk of them did.

Mr. LENNON : T am riot saying they did
not. . Tsay that at first they did not give a re-
sponse to it, and I challenge the hon; member o
the. contrary.. 1 understand- that in the end
they all furniished fnformation. - If T am mis-
quoting what the hon, genileman: said he will
correct.me.

The Homr SECRRTARY i Some of the Tocal
- authoii‘ies nudoubtedly complied with the. re-
questat onee, but a. large number of them did
notdo g0,

M, Corrent : Nine-tenthy did.

My LENNON : I donot'care how marny did.
T am simply quating the Home Secretary, and I

[Mr. Lennon.
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know of my own knowledge, from having been
written to.by: clerks of local Lodies inquiring
whether they should supply the information—
showing thas they did show strong disinclination
at the outset to comply with the call

The Houmg SEcRETARY @ Hear, hear !

Mr, LENNON I am glad to see that wiser
counsels prevailed, and: they did furnish the in-
formation.  With regard to throwing upon the
various’ local authorities “the responsibility of
keeping clear of noxious weeds the roads and
public regerves; I think that is the only way in
which the work ‘can be doune. : Even if the Go-
vernment decide to do it themselves, they would
very- likely have found; as has been found by
the  Lands: Department in dealing with' the
public estate "improvement fund, -that where
they ‘ask these peopls to open: up: roads in
isolated localities, they: have. to ask the Iocal
authorities: to supervise the work. = They would
still have to make use of the local authorities
for that purpose. . But. what T want to point out
to the Home Secretary is that he will have to be
prepared: in the near future—probably next year
—not only in the area of local authorities in-

fested with noxicus weeds, but protably in' the -

whole of the areas of the variouslocal anthorities
of the State; to meet demands made by them for
asgistance, by way of grant, to clear the varicus
noxious weeds away from the public thorough-
fares of these shires.. Ttrust thatthe Treasorer is
working together with the Home Secretary, and
that they will be prepared to find sufficient money
to provide for these grants already sketched out
by the Home Secretary.” Clause 7 deals with the

franchise, in connection with which the Opposition -

bag given notice of an amsndmeant. "I thought
it possible that we might have got throungh the
second reading to-day, - and the Cormmittee
stage be reachied to-night, and consequently we
would not have been able to get the printing done
in the evening ; comsequently the printing was
done earlier than necessary. . Thatis the explan-
ation of it, as it should only have taken place
immediately prior to the Committee stage of the
Bill: I'notice a clause. providing for the incor-
poration of Iocal authorities’ associations, That
may or may not be a good thing., - It will cer-
tainly ' give ‘them  great powers. . That is in
clause 26: - It reads as follows 1o~

The Loocal Authorities’ Association of Queensland:
(hereinafter called: ““‘the association’’) 'shall be' a
body corporate, and by -that naime shall have pers
petual suceession and & common seal and be capable
in: law: of guing and. being' sued, and shall have
power to cotnhpound: or: to prove In’ any. Competent
court all debts or sums of money due to it, and of
doing and’ suffering, subject: to this' Act, all suchk
other acts and things as bodies corporate may by
law do and suffer.

That is the ordinary phraseology to give power to
corporate bodies; and this body will have some
very important functions to discharge, amongst
them some to which I take exception. = For
example, ‘each of the local authorities which
become members of that association will have
to contribute a membership fee, and the sssocia-
tion may make rules for the goverance of the in-
stitution, and for the fixing of theamount tobe paid
annually- by each local “authority.  That is a
good' thing probably in a'districy within 200 or
300 miles of Brisbane, accessible by rail. " They
They will be
able to make much strongerrepresontations to the:
association under this plan than if they were only
a disconnected lot of people.” But what T want
to point out is that:in the remote districty in the
North and West: there are a lot of  shires, very
large in area but small in income; only énjoving
a paltry incoms, sometimes not more than £400
or £500." From: my own’ point of view, I think
all these shires should be done away with,” I think
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that any shire which cannot justify its existence
by being able to show that it hasa decent income
‘ought' to amalgamate with the neighbouring
shires. :
The TREASURER : They. can withdraw from
the association at any time ; there is nothing to
compel them to remain in the association.

Mr, LENNON & Yes; but once people fall
into the habit of becoming a member of a bedy—
lots“of individuals continue paying up %o a club,
for- example, or some lodge, and very likely
these local bodies will go on- paying when they
cannot afford it, and it is a very heavy drain on
2 local authority with-a total incomse of £500 a
year to contribute to this, because the remote
shires” will get very little  benefit——the benefit
will chiefly acerue o those within easy distancs
of Brisbane.  That is' why Northern members
made such a stand, not only in. regard to the
Mines Regulation Bill but to the Redistribution
of Seats Bill.. “Now they can be compelled to
pay their contributions.  The hon. gentletman
says they can withdraw. ~What clause is that ?

The TREASURER : The contribution itself is not
compulsory. - -Any local authority may contribute
under-subsection (5).

Mr, LENNON : Under this airangement, 1
understand that every shire, once it .joing, can-
not’ get oub of it.: Tell me under what clause
they can withdraw ?

The TRrEASURER ;- Section” 26, There is no-
thing in the Act to make it compulsory for them
to join any association.

Mr, LENNON : You cannot compel them to
join, but they mostly ‘will join, because I notice
that it was stated at the conference that thers
were: 145 1ocal- authorities in- Quéensland; and
they have all becoms mermbers éxcept four or
Afive. They may not all ‘care to subscribe in the
same proportion, but s very large nuwmber will
join:::Those ‘are some of the things I consider
want pointing out; and members who are more
intimately ‘connected  with local  authorities—
I have in the past spent a short  time in connec-
tion with a divisional board« but members who
are- taking 'a live interest in connection. with
local ‘governmens$. will ‘have sowetbing to say
regarding. this: measure, 1t is very properly
described by the Minister as practically a Com-
mittes: Bill, and it: will receive practical atten-
tion in Committee,. With regard to valuations,
I think it is'a very good thing that there is no
need to send out valuation notices where the
valuation notice has not been altered. I-think
that is an unnecessary expense, . I am not sure
‘whether it i wise, although' it is only a small
matter, after all. In clause 32, page 16, it says—

‘Where the valuation of any parcel of land is the

minimum; no notice of ‘valuation shall be reguired
to be given.
It is hardly necessary to give notice wheun only
the minimum: valué is placed. on the land=—in
the case ‘of ‘shires £20; and in the case of muni-
cipalities £30. .

The Hour SECRETARY ;' There is' no appeal
fromi it.

Mr. LENNON: There is no appeal from'it; I

kuow. = The only thing is that some people have
to be reminded that they have to pay.

The Houe' SEcrRETARY: They get the rate
notice.

Mr. LENNON @ T am not acting on behalf of
any council ‘in saying whether it ought to be
carried out or not—I merely call attertion to the
fact that it is a departure. There is a clause
which. wants” considering, and that is'43; with
regard toa poll being taken. : It says—-

Such ratepayers” shall with suoh requisition de-
pesit’ with ' the chairman or elerk s sum: of
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fwenty-five: pounds to cover the expense of taking

such polly “and  the said. sum shall be forfeited
and paid into the local fund unless at the poll at
least, one-fourth of ‘the ratepayers voting thereat
give their votes againgt the. proposition to borrow
money ; -but: in - all other-cases it shall be repaid
to. the ratepayers requiring the poll to be taken.

I think that might serve very well in the metro-
politan ares; where there isa large income——

Mr. Corrgtny No, mot  in. the metropolitan
area,

The - Home SECRETARY i If" there are nob
more than a quarter of the ratepayers objecting,
it is hardly necessary.

My, LENNON: Twenty-five pounds’is an
exorbitant sum. . I think there shonld be no
deposit. at all ; but, if "a deposit be necessary;
why not make it £5?

The Houe SEorETARY ¢ That is to pay some-
thing towards the expenses necessitated by the
taking of the poll.

Mr. LENNON: T'am aware of the. whole of
the paraphernalia required.

The Hour SECRETARY: If only a small num-
ber of ratepayers require it, it is simply obstrac-
tion, and they ocught to pay it.

Mr. LENNON : My opinion is that since the
Act is to contain such a provision whereby a poll
may bs demanded, the local authorities might
facilitate the taking of this poll as far as they
possibly can.. . Of course, the fixing ‘of & deposit
of £25 shows an’ apprehension that a frivolous
demand will be made: for the taking of "a poll—
on “snmething. of - little: or no importance: I
think that is not a well-grounded appreliension,

The Houe SEORETARY: That has been the
experience,

My, LENNON:: I think, generally spiaking;
that people in dealing with: local authorities take
things seriously: They want a poll on 'matters
of very great importance to them-—it may be a
local option:poll; or inconnection with a loan,
and I' think the penalty is too heavy.

The Howur SEORETARY : Yun & locil option poll
they have to make » deposit.

Mr, LENNON : We will not labour the ques-
tion too much. I just call attention to that
matter as one of the items to which,

[9.80.p.m.] personally, 1 takeé exception, and I
hepe, when we get into Committee;

some person more familiar with the work of the
Local Authorities Act will move an amend-
ment to that provision. - I come now to an
innovation—an innovation so far as leeal govern-
ment is concerned—and thabigthe prohibition of
plumping. I think that is very much: Letter
than plumping.. 1t is a modern innovation, and
has become popular. - It is the system”adopted
in connection with the' Federal elections, . It is
not approved of in'the State: elections; but it is
generally observed in committees and all that
kind of thing, and I think it is a good thing to
adopt it here.: I thinkthe plumping system is a
bad svstem; and its prohibition isa wise act on the
partof the gentlemanin chargeof the Bill, Tthink
that also is a recommedation of the conference.

The HoMe SroRETARY : Yes,

Mre: LENNON : Following - down * the' pro-
vision, "I ‘see‘the 2ad. paragraph of subsection
(7) reads as follows —

The words “ four o’clock 1n’ the afternoon are ro-
bealed,  and 'the words ‘‘eight o’clock in the fore-
noon.’’ ‘dare’ inserted i also the words *four o’clock
aforesaid > are Yepealed; and the words © eight o’clock
aforesaid ’’ are inserted in liew thereof. g
Does that mean thas the poll shall be carried on
from 8'o’clock in' the morning until § o’elock in
theevening? )

Mr. Lennen.]
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The Homm SroreraRy: If the hon. member
will look at clause 54 of the third schedule of the
principal Act, he will see it is in connection with
the removal of ballot-boxes. If the hon. mem-
ber will' permit,. for his information I will
read the provision,

Mr. LENNON : Thank you.

The  Hows SrcrETARY:  The' clause to
be amended in the presént-Act isas follows iom

At four o’clock on thie' diy ‘appainted for ihe closing
of - the poll,. the returning officer shall dewiand the
ballot-box from the postmaster; and if required to do
80; shall give to the postmaster a written receipt for
the same, and shall: forthwith convey the batlot-hox
to:the }ﬂace appointed: as: herembeioys provided for
examining the votes and dsceriaining the result ok the
election.
These periods were too short, and it is with that
object that the amendment is proposed.

Mr. LENNON : Thank you. T am sorry no
provisiou is made for extending the time for the
polling in connection with local government. At
the present time it commences about 8 o'clock in
the niorning and lasts until 4 o’cloek in the after-
noon, I think that is too short:

h’ihe Houe SEORETARY : [t may be later than
that.

Mr. LENNON": That is the trouble. - It may
Ye later.  In connection with local government,

- the returning officer,. who  is ‘generally the
mayor or chairman of the shire, has the option
of fixing the time at 4 o’clock, 5 o’clock, or 6
o’clock; according. to his judgment.. T think it
js very desirable to make iv'a fixed t'me.. Make
it 6 o’clock, and thereby give an- opportunity: to
men who may be working in- warshouses in the

large cities, or driving lHorses, or in working

aboub wharves—~they may beratepayers; and will
not. be- able: to  vote withoub: losivg some  of
their valuable time. - I'think if the time were
made § o'clock: it would be a ‘great improve-
ment, and if the. hon. gentleman in charge
of the. Bill agrees to that appeal,” I would Le
very pleased if he would add to’ the nmend-
ments he already has under: consideration, one
for the extension of thetime 166 velock—thatis,
making the tims compulsory, ond not leaving it
optional according to' the whim of the 1eturning
officer of ‘any district.: Taking it all round, I
think ‘this Local: Auihorities Bill is one that
ought' to mest with pretty general acceptance.
It hasbeen demiandid a long time and promised
a long tims; and I think it will be welcome to the
Housze. There are ons or two things that might
be put inte! it to give ratisfacticn to this side:
I donot run any risks in'saying the Bill is not
one that altogether pleases this side, but T dare
gay if the hon. gentlemin will give fair considera-
tion to snme of the amendmeunts that we will
move later on—we have already circulated onve,
and there may be one or two others—and they
will be mooved with theicey of making the Bill
more demderatic,.” There i3 oné thing which has
been recommiended for mauny years hy this party,
that is that we should have adultaunfirage. Some
people say that: is an absurdity—why should a
man have a vote on 8 ratepayers’ roll when he
pays no rates—he occupies no house, nor owng
any property in the shire or town,: If so, it is'a
preposterous idea that he should' have a say in
the management of the affairs of the shire or
town as he contributes nothing to the upkeep of
the town' in-the way of rates, Thst is a very
shallow ' view to take. I will give an illustra
tion.
may be paying 10sor £1 a week for'a house,
and the ‘sanitation inay be very defective—there
might be some foul drain runving past cansing
sickness in bis:family; ' The thing ocenrred in
my- own neighbourhood; and eaused serious ill-
ness—diphtberia-=and the ownersof the property

[Mr. Lennon.
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live away o1 the heights or out’ of the-city
altogether—they are the owners and the rate-
payers, and they are’the  only 'people who
have ‘a say in local government ; -although a
man may be living " in the area and his own
health and the health of bis wife and family niay
bain danger, yet he has no  word fo say:in con-
nection with loeall government. I say that is
apreposterous condition of affairs, and the men
and women who have to endure these obj otion-
able conditions should have the vote and not the
ahsentee landlord.  That is one:of the reasons
why this side has, for years past, desired to have
adult suffrage—that is, the parliamentary roll in
the local anthority area.  That should be the

~basis of vobing, and if we do not get it this time

we kuow the time wiil .coms when we shall get
it, and it Js our doty to ask for it new.
Another thiog has besn demanded by the
Labour party for many years past, and by
Gthers ‘as well ag the TLabour party, owing
to the farcs frequently perpetrated—1 think it

“has occurred in South  Brishane {o a marked

extent==1 know frequently there is & terrible
squabble over ' the election of mayori: Why,
they come to a deadlock in many instances, and
the aid of the Governor in: Couneil has to be
sought to select a. mayor, -because they are
unable to select ong themselves, . It is perfectly
abstird, "It hay occurred hers in' the city: of
Brisbane 3 they have wrangled for weeks and
weeks and a real deadlock has set in, and the
Govergor in’ Council has: had to elect 'the
mayor. It seems to: me  almost  incredible
that o dozen uvien c:nnot - elect one’ of their
namber to act ‘as mayor.. The proper way to
elect the mayor is by the ratepayer at the ballot: .
box. . I'am quite certaid they would'never have a

deadlock. - It would beabsolntely impossible, be-

cause, if necessary, it would be decided: by the
casting voteof the returning officer. - Buthere the

wrangle occurs year after year, andit dvaws better

than Fitzgerald’s cirens—they draw big crowds

in local council chambers every year to see the

mayor elected, or rather to see him not elected;

to- spealk more correctly.” - I hope. the: Home

Secretary will act wisely—hie professes tobea

democras — prafesses. it very. frequently -and

always in‘a very loud tone of voice in vrderto

make it niore impressive—if he is democratic he

should eertainly: adops some of the suggestions 1

am- making; and: I hope when he goes homs

to-night be will think it over, and whea we get

into Committee some of the democratic ideas T

have wientioned will find & place in the Logal

Authorities'Bill.. I have nothing further to add,
but in Committes [ shall bave somethitg more
to say.

Mr., GRAYSON (Cunningham): This Bill, to
my mind, ag the deputy leader of the Opposition
stated, is'a Bill that should be considered in Com-
mittes; and I may eay at once that T do not
intend to take up much time on the second read-
ing. I presume the reason why the Minister had
thiz Bill drafted was to embody resolutions and
suggestions from the Local Authorities” Associa-
tion.

The Home SEORETARY - Hear, hear !

Mr, GRAYSON : I contend the tima has
arrived when those resolutions should be put into
practical legislation: 1 was for about twenty
years 5 member of & runicipal couneil, and 1
think that if there is a boly of men deserving of
praise. for: their work it is the gen_t]emen",con- |
ducting the shire councils and municipalities of
Queensland. - I notice in clause 15 that it 1s
intended o compel the local authorities to supply
the Government with statistical information, 1
think “this will’ be a bit rough on local
authorities,; and I contend that, if the Govern-

‘ment. particularly want this information, they
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should “send their ‘own officers  to' get the
information, which it 15 hsrdly fair: to- ask
a: town clerk or shire ‘clerk  to ' supply, con-
sidering - that it will ‘entail a good ~deal of
time and troubles  Clanie 27 is ove on which T
think there will be a good deal “of discussion in
Committee.. It deals with theclearing of noxious
weeds off: roads, and it is: intended . to compel
private owners to clear the roads of prickly pear
-and noxious weeds, . There is a-great diversity
of opinfon. in regard to this' matter in shire
councils - and ‘municipalities en' the Darling
Downs. I have had Jetters from three shires in
my e ectorate who are opposed to private owners
clearing the noxious weeds off theToads abutting
on their properties; aud I bave had: two leltars
from twoother local authorities whoare in favour
of it. T think it would be inuch better for the local
authorities to'eradicate prickly pesrand nrxious
weeds, and make a chsrge on the whole: shire or
municipality, ‘as the case may be. Again, I
potice: that provisionis made in the Bill to give
grants: to local avthorities for the’ clearing of
prickly ‘pear off roads and réserves: - This will
be very pleasing information to' Joeal authorities
i countyy districte; and I think it is a very wise
‘provision. I contend that grants shonld have
been given to local authoriiies many years ago
with the view of assistitgin eradicating noxious
weeds and prickly pear off Government reserves.
The Rosenthal Shire Council; in my electorate,
-expended nearly £3,000 in the eradication of
prickly pear from roads and reserves; - They
made application snme twelve montlis 2go to the
Minister for Lands to have certain rererves in
their shire sold and the {rocesds handed to the
shire conncil to assist in clearing the prickly
peaxr off ‘'vcher reserves:: The Minister granted
their rerjuest; and other réserves were: disposed
of, and: the proceeds of 'the gale Handed to the
local authority, with the result that nearly all
the Giovernment reserves in that shire arve now
clear of prickly pear:

Mr.J. M. Huwoer: I suppose the reserves
there are not big enough to swing a cat in,

Mr. GRAYSON v The Glengallan’ shire and
the Cliftun shire aré acing almost in the same
way. . The Glengallan shire struck a speciu] rate
of 4d. in the £1, with the result that nearly all
the roads in' the shire are clear of prickly pear
at the pres ot time. = I notice that it is intended
to do away. with plumping. at’ the elections- of
Jocal authorities, and I am entirely in favour of
the clause which ‘proposes. that. The deputy
Teader of the Opposition spoke very emphatically
aboit his intention of trying to alter the fran-
chise €028 to allow osly one adult one vote in
municipal and shire elections. - I musgt say at
oncethat I'am opposed to the hon. gentleman in
that matter.” The present system’ hag worked
well for many . years, -and gge N0 reéadon
to alter ‘the franchise, ' Itis a difficalt matter

“to.ges candidates to be nominated; and 1 know
several extracrdinary vacancies that have taken
place withia the last twelve months.. T know of

“three pariicularly which had to be filled by the
Goyvernment. - The facs is that now there 13 no
endowment there is great difficulty in financing
shires and ‘municipa ities; with the result: thag
very few men- care to take the position.” My
opinion is that in the case of persons with alarge
amount of property it is not  too’ much to allow
them to record-three voter,  There arefinancial
institutions and corporations that were allowed
nine votes under: the ‘old "Act; but ‘are . now

limited. tothree votes. I contend  that: is
sufficient,;and . I shall “oppose. any proposal: to
alter  the “franchise to one ‘adult one: vote.
Again, provision- is made in’the . Bill that no
member of a shire council shall retain his zeat
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unless his rates are paid by the 2lst December.
There was a very serious omission in eonnection
with thismatter in the old Act, as'a clause wasg
inserted in that Bill whereby a shive eouncillor
or alderman ¢ould hold his seat if his rates had
not been paid for yiars previously. . That was'a
very bid system. - No man: should be allowed to
hold a seat in a'shire’or miuicipality unless his
rates are paidi With refersnce to the clause
closing thepoll at 4 'o’clock; I think that in the
couniry districts that Hoay 1s too early.

. The Hows SEORETARY : The hon. gentleman
is mistaken. . There is no such provision in the
amending Ach

Mr., GRAYSON ¢ Yes, there is. . T think the
present closing hour: of 5. o'clcck’ bas worked
very well, I do nob wish to take up the time of
the House any further, except to say that there
will be {wo-or three amendiments circalated when
the Bill is going through Commistes, and if is
very likely that I will suppors one or two: of
them. I congratalate the Minister in bringing
this Bill forward. . This measure hay been pro-
mised for years, - To my kunowledge it has been
promised for four or five years; and the Home
Secretary deserves praise in bringing this matter
forward,” ‘When 1t has passed through the Com-
mittes stages it will be found that there is very
littls alteration in it

Mr. THEODORE (Woothakata) : T was sur:
prised to hear the honitaember In charge of this
megsure. acquicsce in o statement made by the
hon. member for Cunningham: “the Kon: mem-
bergaid thathe believed that the pritinry reason
for- the introduction of this Bill was to embody
the amendmients suggested ab the local autho-
rities” conferences. . Nuw, while'there may have
been some good wmendments suggested at those
conferences—I know that there were some good
aniendroents suggested—still  that 'should not
be 'the sole reason {or introducing a messure
such ‘as this.  There have been: other bodies
equally “interested - in Jocalil authority: go-
verpinent who waited on the Hon gentleman with
suggested alterations inthe Local Authorities
Act, and he has evidently not embodied them in
this ‘measure nor given thew much considera-
tion, was on. a  deputation’ représenting
a large porticn of the communiby of Queensland
who made certain suggestions to the hon, gentle-
man in reference’ to broadening the franchise.
This was quite reécently. . The hon. gentleman
gpoke to them eourteously. but gave them no
hope of " getting: their suggested amendments
embodied in this' measure, ' I attended one
Joeal authorities’ conference,  and came  in
contact with the delegates there, and I cansay
that i was the most conservative body of men [
ever had the misfortune o be among.

My, CorreLir ¢ You were oneof them.

Mr. THEODORE: There were cortain: radi-
cal ‘suggestions made at that conference,: but
they “«bsolutely refused to consider them at all.
I tried to ecarry s resolution broadening: the
franchise, - I gave. very good reasons why the
reésolution: should be adopted by that body, but
the: suggestion was received with howls of dig:

capproval

The TREASURER : The majority wereagainstit.

Me, THEODORE : Yes, the majority were
against it. - They ‘were a  very conservative
body, ‘and’ probably represented ' congervative
opinion throughout the country; but  fortu-
nately they did not represent the people of the
conntry. - Fortunately they only represented a
percentage of the people 1o the districts they

My, Theodore.]
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came from. They did not represent the rate-
payers even. - In my district a ralepayers’ asso-
ciation was formed to protect themselves against
their own council. :

Mr, Correil - Why didn’t: they bump the
council out ?

Mr.. THEODORE: Because, with the aid of
plural voting and those other deviess which the
hon. - gentleman is awars of, they have a
majority at the ballot-box. The only gnestion
I intend to deal ‘with at this stage is that of
franchise. - The most serious thing that can be
said in connection: with: this measure ‘1g that it
has failed: to 'provide anything in the matter
of - breadening the franchise. Somé of ‘the
amendrmients embodied inthe  Bill 'are right
enough: I have nothing to say against them.

The hon, ‘gentlenan in charge of the Bill made’

certain-utterances in regard: to the  franchiss,
and: always he “has expressed himself against
any broadening of it He'is of the opinion that
there should be no representation without taxa-
tion. And that'is'a good stand to take up o long
as he is| supported: by fact. ‘I hold that there
are & good many who e ntribute to the revenue
of aloeal: authority - who bhave no représenta-
tion.' There are numbers of people throughout
Queensland  who  indirectly 'contribute to the
revenue of a local authority, and who have no
say in the deliberations of that boedy or in‘the
slection - of representatives: to that body, nor
any say concerning the local authority govern-
ment,

Mr.- CorrerL: The tenant can geb a vote by
paying the rates.

Mr. THEODORE : That is so.

The Hous SECRETARY ;- He. can pay the rates
and take it out of the rent.

Mr. THEODORE : There are numbers of
people living in the city and in the ¢country who
at present have no votes.. - It may be said that
they can claim to be put on the roll of ratépayers,
80 long as they undertake to pay the rates.

The Home SECRETARY : They can first pay the
rates, and deduct it from the rent which is pay-
able to the landlord.

Mr. THEODORE : We know that the renis
are 5o adjusted that the tenant has topay the
rent and the ratesalso. . We know that every
person, whether he is-a lodger at a hotel or a
tenavt paying reunt, has to contribute to the
revenue of the local authority through various
channels.. In some countries the franchise isso
broad that every man who ig entitled to vote for
a member of Parliament is entitled toa vote for
the local authority, and this should be brought
about'in Queensland, . The very fact that per-
sons consume commodities produced in a district,
and the local authorities rate the producer of
those commodities, is evidence that the consumer
is contributing in an indirect manner to the
revenue of the local authorities.” Every mian and
woman in a community contributes either directly
or indirectly to the revenus of thelocal authority.
In: many cases it operates harshly against
workers, who, “although they do not appear to

- be yaying rates or contribuling anything to the
Tocal authority, do o just the same.  They pay
rates when paying for the commodities they con-
sume or when paying rent. . Much unnecessary
taxation can be removed when the municipalities
themselves: take control of many things: that
are-now: conbrolled by private enterprise. . We
see a general tendency in. every country to
municipalise many of the public utilities, such
‘a8 street cat service, water  supply, artificial
lighting; electric power, transportation facilities,

and abattoirs; and if that is brought about it

[Mr. Theodore.
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will be even more apparent that every person i
the community contributes to the revenue of the-
municipality.  Then why should not every person:
in the community have representation on’ these
bodies 7 In the city of Brisbane
[10 p.m:] -there is a tendency now on the part
of “the people to extend the func-
tions of the lccal anthorities, and there is not the:
slightest doubt that later on there will be less:
and less rates levied and collécted, and a large
share of the revenue of the local suthorities will
be derived: from  profits’ from concerns that are:
now: controlled by ‘private enterprise.: - When
that comes abouf, it will-be 1nevitable -that
the general ‘public’ will have better represen-
tation, and there will be:a broader franchise.
We 'may as well ‘meet it now, and there
are s many good: reasons. why it should  be:
done, = It is my opinion. that, when we are
prepared. to trust the people, and when we are
prepared. to extend the functions of local autho-
rities, we shall ‘attract better mén' to take geats
upon these I¢cal authorities. The hon, member
for Cunningham spoke of the difficulty there is
now in getting members of local authorities. to:
stand for ré-election. I can quite understand
that under the present system there is no’ par:
ticular inducement for the best men in the com-
munity to offer their services for local authority
When we trust tke people, and give
everyone a voice in selecting fthe representa-
tives, better men will offer, . That is” why I
think the franchise. should be given to:‘‘the
cormnmon reople;”’ as they are called. I-have
had a- little experience. in ' this matter . quite
recently. ' One  of  the ' loeil authorities: in
in my district; the Douglas Shire Council, hsg
adopted most doubtful methods~Tammany-Hall
methods,” they may perhaps: be called: " The
people in the Port'Douglasand Mossman district
have ‘absolutely no vedress. . A corporation in
the: district=the Mossman® Central Mill. Com-
pany-—-ezercised stuch an influrnee that they have
control of ihe coureil, ‘and they' so arrange
things that the ‘mill gets the advantage of the
tramway which is owned by the shire council,
and: has secured other unfair advadtages.” The
freights’are so arranged- on’ the tramway: that.
the mill: gets a preferential tariff. Tt is most
unfair to the general pub'ic, and the loeal people
have had to forin an association to protect ther-
selves -against” the councily: which should be
Jooking aftey: thelir irtervests.” The council is.
corrupt, and this is & state of'affairs’ which
should be borse in mind when the ‘Govern-
ment is framing a measure such' as this. ' I
claim that on a popular franchise such’ thinge
could not happen.  The people would bs able to
elect representatives who would. protect their
rights and théip privileges. T know very well
that the Home Secretary will not consider. the
suggestion T bave! made inregard to broadening
the francliise; as he gave a definite answer to a
deputation of which I was a member, 86l
sooner- or later he will find that the fraxchise
must’ bée breadened; and that will be indiciated
more forcibly when the local authorities assume
full control of the public utilities of which Ihave
spoken.,

Mr. FORSYTH (Moreton): The burden of
the speech of the hon, member who has just sat
down was ‘a wider  fravchise. I hope the Home
Secretary will pay noattention to theremarksof -
the hon. miember. " To give a wider franchise; or
to give thefranchise to everybodyin alocal atitho-
rity, would mean that the people who find the
money would be controlled by people who pay
no rates, and that is a s‘ate of affairs that I hope
will never: come’ to: pass in Queensland.. There
is'a great Jeal in the statement made by the hon..
member that the man who finds the money should
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have the vote. It is only just that the people
who find the money to carry on local government
shonld be the only people who should have the
vote, .+

Mr. J. M. HunTer: Are you {rying to intimi-
daté the Home Secrstary ?

Mr. FORSYTH : T am not trying to intimi-
date the Home Secretary.  If such an amend-
ment is’ proposed, I can assure hon. members
that it will have my most strenwous opposition.

Mr. Frrricks: Your crowd used the very
same language twenty years ago with regard to
adult suffrage,

Mr. FORSYTH : The veople who find the ~

money are the only people who should have the
vote.
Mr. Lanp : That is all we want,

Mr. FORSYTH : Ths people who find the
money are the ratepayers, and nobody else.
There may be many places where a large number
of pscpie are living who do not pay rates, and
who wuuld control: the Juecal autharities withons
“any responsibility at all, if the franchise were
extended ag suggested.

Mr. J. M. Huxtsr : Who are the ratepayers?

Mr. FORSYTH : The people who pay the
rates.
My, J. M. Hoxter: Who are they?

Bir.  FORSYTH: The people owning. the
property in the local authoritics,

My. J. M. HuxTer: The people living in their
houses.

Mr. FORSYTH : T do not think the hon,
member understands the matter very well. . Sup-
pose you have dn individual who pays: £1 or
£1103, & year in rates, and he has six or eight
people boarding with him, it would take a little
bit of calcidlating to decide. exactly: who should
havea vote. I thick the fairest proposal ig that
the people :who have to-find the mon-y-~aund
many of ‘them bave to'find very larze sumsof
money--should be’ the only: persous to have the
vote, - To take the voting out of the handsof the
people; for instance, who pay very largs sums in
rates in Brisbane, and: give the power to people
who do not pay a single shilling in vates, would
be one of the most unfair proposals that counld
possibly be made.” The deputy leader of the
Opposition said that a man might have no vote
at all; and an epidemic might break oub in the
place in which he lives. Does the hon, member
mean to. say that, if such a thing occurred, the
local authority would not be forced to take action
atonce? It does not require persons who pay
no'rates to make the local authorities do their
duty in such a case.. As a matter of fact, in the
case of an epidemic; the people who pay rates
protect the man who does not pay anything. I
only hope that this pet schieme of the Labour party
to have popular representation in local govern:
ment will not find a place in this Bill. Themem-

~bers of thelocalauthorities are men who give their
time for the good of the community for rothing.
My experience is’ that these men spend a great
deal of their own' time and: their own money in
connection with local affairs; and that they do it
for the good of the eountry, and I hold that men
who do’ that and:geb no payment for theirser-
vices are deserving of every consideration. = The
Liocal Authorities Act is one of the finest Acts
that hiave ever been passed in Queeénsland, and
it bas done a ‘great deal of good, because under
its provisions the money. collected in’ various
parts is collected by the people themselves and
spent by the people themselves—and you counld
bave. no better: system for: carrying out. local
worke.  With regard to the question of plump:
ing, I. think that anyone who votes should be
forced to vote for the full numher of members to

[11Ocronkr.]
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be elected: “With respect to clause 43, which
deals with the £25 deposit in the case of rate-
payers  demanding ‘a. poll; at first . sight it
appeared to: me that the sum was rather large,
but; on the other hand, we must bear in mind
that somepeople may ask for a poll without
sufficient justification and put the localauthority
to a great deal of expense.

Mr. WiNsTaNLEY ; Have they ever done that?

Mr. FORSYTH :'I do not know that they
have, but in any case I'think: the amount is too
high and that it might be reduced in Cormmittee.
Possibly it is desirable that some - deposit shonld
be required, because rome people may: get up ‘a
scare and demand a poll if- there is no deposit to
be made.. Itis true that a certain number of
ratepayers must request a poll before a poll is
granted, bubt that certain number may put the
local- - anthority to. considerable : unnecessary
expense,  With regard to the clearing of prickly
pear off public strests, T think it advisable that
thiat should b done; "and if that is done by . the
local "authoriiies, " it" appears to me’ that the
Railway Department should be compelled to
keep clean the small reserveés atratiway stations.

Mr: G. P. Barxgs : They will havé their work

“eut out.

My FORSYTH : That does not matter. " If
the local authorities are required: to-clear away
prickly pear; it is only right$ that the Govern-
should assist - them = by keeping  those . small
reserves of about two acres at stations clear'of
the: pest; otherwise they may become breeding
grounds. for the dissemination of the pestover
roads  which: have been cleared’ by the local
authority. I alsc think it is a'good thing to give
the "Auditor-General power to make a. special
audit of the accounts of local authorities where
that is crnsidered desirable, becauss although; 28
s rule; the majority of suchi accounts are fairly
well kept, circumstances may: arise which will
render a special audit necessary. . "With regard
to the Local Authorities” A'ssociation being incor:
porated, that is a'wise thing to'do. It isaloa
good’ thing  thatrhey  should undertake the
management: of a fidelity guarantes fund. = As
the Bill is really a Comimittee Bill, Ishall say no
more about it now, except to repeat that I hope
that under no circumstances whatever will there
be any alteration made in the franchise, but that
we shall give the man who pays the rates the
right to vote; aud no one else.

Mr.” WINSTANLIY (Charters.” Towers) :
‘While this may ba a Bill principally for Com-
mittee, I shou'd like to make a few remarks on
the second reading, - My opinion with regard to
the extension of the franchise is that it is the
pivot ‘on which the whole Bill: should work,
Without an extension of the franchise; the Bill
may be anything but a good Bill for the rate-
payers 25 8 whole. - T can quite understand the
hon, member for Moreton being opposed to an
extension of the franchise; because that has
always been the attitude of ‘the ‘party: to. which
he belongs. ' The arguments used against the
extension of the local autliority franchise are the
same ay the arguments advanced against’ the
extension of the parliamentary franchise; There
is-no doubt ‘that the worker: pays the rates,
if not directly, then indirectly; and. he ‘should
therefore have a vote. . The present franchise
iy neither s good nor a sound fravchise,  The
previous Home: Secretary - practically admitted
that it would be a right thing to extend the
franchise to ratepayers. - I know that ratepayers
have the franchise now=-that any tenant paying
the rates within thirty days after the service of
notice. ¢in’ deduct it from- the rent, and thus
become a voter, But how many ratepayers will
do that? TIs it a fair thing to ask a tenant to

Mr. Winstanley.]
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put his: hand into bis own pocket to pay the
rates for the purpose of getting a vote? From
what I have seen, I believe that in a very large
number of instances if. the temant: of “aicot:
tage took it upon himself to’ pay. the rates
and - deducted the -amount  from - the ‘rent,
he: would find  himself turued i out  of his
cottage : before the time to exercise his' vote
came round..: T hold that the tenany of 5 cut:
tage indirectly pays the rates; and, thevefors,
heshould have the franchise. At pregent practi-
cally a handful of people in vome places have the
riling of the community. Financial institutions,
mining ecompanies, and mannfacturing institu-
tions, having nine votes each, have a  prepon-
derating power in elegtions f0r Tocal aubhorities.
I'have known fistances where they had practi
cally 120 votes in the shape of ‘double and treble
votes: bhefore the viites of the ‘general ratepayers
<coupted ‘at:alli T contend ‘that the franchise
should be extended w0 everybody in'the com-
munity, and that all on the: parliamentary voil
should have'a vote in lecal authority affairs. It
has been said that thege who pay should  have
votes. But that is'not the case at the present
time.  Many shire conneily have s wheel tux,
bus it does. not miatter How much a min may
pay in the shape of a wheel t5%, unless helis
property-ownery he gets no- vote.: I maintain
that such-a person is entitled to bave a voice in
the election of those who levy the tax. . Is
0ot that man entitled to: some  representation
for his taxation ? Then ‘again; the local authos
rities have a dog taxy they charge 2s, 6d. or Bs:
to'a man who paza dog, but he would not get
any [representation for that;and the same with
regard to goats. Under existing conditions; it is
not a sound argument to say thas the people who
pay taxation have a vote, because they bave not.

he very least that ought to be done is that the
man who is s householder should have a vote.
There is. another point in connection with the
Bill—it is proposed to place all the reserves and
town . commons in the various shire councils
under theconirol of the shire councils, and, of
course, they are expected to’ keep them clear of
noxious weeds and other pests, and that will be
a-good thing,  but I aw in-accord with: ths
opinion - expressed: that the  Railway Depart-
ment should keep their regerves clean,

The SECRETARY POR RAILWAYS + How do you
know that they donot'do it ?

My, WINSTANLEY : T know they do nob

dothat on Charters: Towers; where the resérve

simply ‘swarms with weeds: which have been
declared pests under the Act, and ‘the shire
councilig expected to eradicate theni T think
that something more specilic cught to he stated
inregard tothe centrol of these commons than is
given in the Bill. ‘They are stuiply going to be
placed under the control of ‘the local authorities,
who can’ practically do- just what they please
with them.

The Howmr Sgorerary v The provision'is that
they have to keep them clear of noxious weeds.

My, WINSTANLEY : That is oaly one con-
dition.. They might lezse them to some of their
friends, to the exclasion of those who have been
making nse of them. : There is a- considerable
area at. Charters Towers,

The Houg SrorETARY : There are some people
who ' are’ depasturing 1,000 head: of “cattle on
some of these reserves without paying anything:

Mr. WINSTANLEY : The hon. gentleman
who-interjects is to blame for that. . Under the

MiningAct; they- are only allowed to depasture
fifvy - head . of - stock; and  for any over ' that
number they have to: pay 3d. per head; and if
the hon. gentleman had administered the Act

[Mr. Winstanley. :
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the probability is that a Iafp:e number of people
who are depasturing stock would have been pay-
ing the department for the use of their land.

The Houe SECRETARY : I amnow dealing with

it.

Mr: WINSTANLEY : No.  The hon. gentle-
man i not dealing with it at all; he is simply
placing it in the hands of the local authorities,
who may: choose;, as. they probably willy to.Jes
these peple do the same thing as they are doing
at the present tiu e, while they will look after
the small man who bas half a dozen cattle quick
and lively. The Bill proposes to hand: over
these reserves to lueal authorities; but, under
the present franchise, the bulk of the p-ople
have no $ay in the election of a counecil, s0'it is
very doubtful whether it is going to he a good
thitig or riot:” There is s new departure in oneor
two  directions——it i3 propised to allow local
authorities to sabsidireomuibus services, but I am
somewhat doubtful - whether this partnership
business’ between local anthoritiss and private
jndividuals is going to be agood thing. I think
it'would be'in the interests of: the’ community
that a'local anthority should take complete con-
trol of omnibusesortrams. . Thenthere areprovi-
sions” with reference to milki.aad pure 'food.
I am wondering ‘whether, if the local anthori-
ties go into the milk business, they -will-get
the sams treatment as the milk institute in
Brisbane. | I think that no - distinction shou'd
bemade in this respect.,  Then 1 think it
is simply ridiculous to ask people who demand a
poll to put down £25.The present Act hag'been
in opsration for eight years; and I doinot know
how many  polls bave been asked: for under if;
but I'do not think a mean advantage has been
taken; or that any abuses bave arisen’'in conhec-
tion: with the polls.  The present provision'is
that twenty ratepayérs iust sign a requisition
for & poll and make a deposit of £10, aud I shink
those provisions are quite hard enough. A de-
posit of £25 would practically prohibit a poll
being taken.  It° seems to me that thiz is
not intended to facilitate the taking of a poll
where in all probability ‘a poll is necessary:
Then Ithink something cou'd have been donein
relation to the valnation of different kinds:of
property. . The maximum of 3d. inthe £1 has
been removed, and there is practically no }imit:
At the present time the large poor mines which
happen to bé making the least money; and are
the least able to pay, have to pay the greater
tax, while the small-rieh mines; which are mak-
ing the most. money, and making the most use
of the'roads and cutiting them up, are let off
scob-free.

The Houx SEcrETARY s Oh; 1o they have to
pay a wheel tax.

Mr, WINSTANLEY ¢ The carter has to pay
the wheel tax, buf the rich mining. company,
which ‘probably owns a small area, practically

: gets off seot free. Yet it is
[10:80 p/m.} the  company -~ which '~ does the
damage; while the company with

the large: avea,. and.  perbaps  making =~ no
profits; 13 heavily rated; and is not in 8 position
to pay. 30 that under these circumstancey. the
basis:of ‘the valuations: of these properties on
goldfields:is not a sound one; and is anything but
equitable. © The mineownsers bave admitted it
On ons oceasion-~I think- at the Local Autho-
rities’ Conference—thay suggested thata kind of
tribute should be paid--s» much per ton of stone
crushed—bus:the Government: said: they would
have to introduce an: amending: Bill ‘and the
whole thing fell through, ‘but it goes to show
that the mineowrners themselves recognise that
the conditions which exist are not fair.  For
instance; some local authorities spend one-half
of their rates.on: one piece of road, and after the
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office expeunses are paid; there is very little left
for the upkeep of other portiors of the division.
Ther: fore, I think some:hing ought to he done in
connectionrwith the valuation clauses of the Bill,
‘We notics changes are to be made in one or two
connections - Under the ‘old Act the coun-
ciliors were. not permitted to supply  goods
to- shires: T think that ig" a  very good
thing. "1t has beeni said that: the councillors
give their time and their service to the lical
authorities, aud they deserve svery credif, but
under the ‘provisions of  this: Billthe shire
councillor will ‘be able to get the whole custom
of ‘the council, In times gone by in: Charters
Towers we passed 'a: motion in teference to pro:
ducs, that each:storekesper in the shire should
geb his turnin supplying produce for the horses
of the shire;: and thoss on the shive were practi
eally dsbarred; beciusg the Jaw prohibited them
doing business with the council; and I think it is
. good ‘thing, " Under the present provision:a
man on the council; if he is a'produce merchant,
will be able to gat the whole of the business. It
is a well-known: fact; nob only: in Queensland;
but'in other parts of the world; that a good deal
of fraudulent dealing has: taken place in con-
nection with: the supplying of goods to shire
couneils, nnt-oaly inordinary ‘business; but in
connection with ‘contracts; and ‘the ratepayers
have not got a fair deal for their money. There
15 also & new provision: in connection with the
separatipg of - the “finances 'of the -different
divisions, - Although it is net laid down in tlie
previous Act, i is ong of those thitgs whith bas
been practised ever ‘since the Act came into
force,- and: I know: of one. shire council where
every ward is credited with the rates ¢ llected,
and - debited- with- its share of the exypendi-
ture. - Also, in’ conngction wi h the practice of
gending valuation notices 01, the notices are
not t0 be sent when the va urtion is net alterad.
They sénd thes rate notice when it is due, and
that has to.suffice.: Of course that is sufficient
in most fustances. - There is another point that
I think needs consideration. It is a rather
difficult task at times for the working people who
own their own c.ottages to pay the rates, They
have their water rates, sanitary rotes, general
rate; health rate, and special loan rate all com-
ing in on top of ons another, and if a man is not
in constant work and receiving régalar wages, he
often hag a rather difficult task to mset his rates,
and'I think it is anything but fair that a man
should be disfranchised sinaply because he can-
not rake the morey together before the end of
the year.

The Hour SicreETARY ;: We are giving them
another month now,

Mr.. WINSTANLEY :° A month is some-
thing: ' OF course, most of them pay up befor
the end of the year, but I have knowu instances
where it has been practically tmpossible for the
people to: rake'the’ mouey together: to: pay. the
rates; and if they cinnot pay them they are
liable to be summoned in the smal debts court
and have to pay ali the legal expenges incidental
thereto, and they aréalsodeprived of the right to
vote if an election should take place.

The Houmr: SucreTARY : If they cannot pay
one year’s rates it is absolutely impossible  for
thew to pay two.

Mr. WINSTANLEY : That'is not sound.
The Houre SECRETARY : It is perfectly sound.
Mr. WINSTANLEY : 'Thére are numbersiof

“men working on tribute.  Perhaps in June they
enter into- tribute and - work three or four

months; and at the end of - that period they bave
not encugh to pay. the grocer and butcher; and
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the rates have to stand over. Perhaps they have.
toiwork two or three months before they are in
a8 position to'pay the rates; and it is only addiag
peuaity-to penalty 'in not (nly réndering them
liable to  be snmuwmoned but also in: sacrificing
their vote if an elseiion should coms on, and the
Government might make it easier instead of more
difficuls for those people. to 'pive their votes.. I
cartainly . bhink - the franchise, “afier all, is
one’ of the main: things in' connection ~with
this. Bill; ‘and if the Home Secretary takes
up: the: same attitude in. connection with the
Bill 'as. he has taken up with some other Bills,
and-refuses  to accspt amendments, the -Bill
will' not be “satisfactory. I certainly: think
that: household suffrage is the very least that
should " he “offered " at. tho present "time. T
am: confident that while: this amending Bill
may . suit: tha representatives. of . the Local
Autherities’ Association, ' it will not satisfy a
large body of the people of Queensland, and they
will be greatly disappointed with it.  We will
have an opportunity of submitting oar amend-
ments and giving reasons why they should be
adopted  when we reach the Committee stage,
and for:that reason I will resume my seat.

Mr. 3. M. HUNTER: (Maranon): L'beg to
move the adjournment of the:debate.

Question pub and: passed.

The resumption of the debate was made an
Order of the Day:for to-morrow.

The: House adjourned: at tweﬁty-one minutes
to.11 o’clock. :






