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782 . Papers.

WEDNESDAY, 7 SEPTEMBER, 1910.

The Drpury SpEARER (W. D. Armstrong,
Esq., Lockyer) took the chair "at half-past
3 o’clock.

PAPERS.

The following papers; laid on the table,

were ordered to be printed :-—
Report. on = the  Jubilee Sanatorium,
]l)g%by, for the year ended 30th June,

Report: of the Director of Labour and
Chief - Inspector of - Factories and
%11%1;3 for the year ended 30th June,

[Mr. Mann.

[ASSEMBLY.] Questions.
QUESTIONS,
WAGES ‘'oF MoULDERS;  IPSWICH RALWAY
‘WORKSHOPS.

Mr.. BARBER ' (Bundaberg)  asked = the
Secretary for Railways—

1. What are the rates of wages paid to ths brass
moulders and iron moulders employed 4t the railway
workshops, Ipswich. :

(o) First year of employment, per day;
(b) -Second year of employment, per day;
(¢) Third year of emplovment, per day;
(d) Fourth year of employmeént, per day;

2. What = increases 'will- accrue :to’ the above-
mentioned employees,.as provided for on this year's
Bstimates?

The  SECRETARY  FOR  RAILWAYS
(Hon.. W.- T. Paget, Mackay) replied—
1. The rates prior t0 1st July, 1910, were-—
After completion” of apprenticeship—
8

1st: year 7 O perday
2nd- year - e 800y
Srd year .. e 86y,
4th year L 900y
5th year 96,

After:5th year . . L1000y,
Movlders who have completed their apprenticeship
in other: than :the  workshops. of  the. department
have been paid wages #s above, according to length
of “service  asijourneymen; . for instance; ~a  man
whose papers showed that: he had been ‘s journey-
man for five years would receive 108, per: day.

2. Provision ' is- made in ‘the Estimates for 'the
adoption “of the following  scale: from: Ist. July,
1910; in lieu of above:—-

After completion of ~apprenticeship—
s

1st -year .7 0 per day
2nd year 8 0 P
3rd year w90 '
4th year L1000 5

Casg or Mgrs. Pricw

Mr. MANN (Cairns) asked the Home Sec-
retary—

1. Will ‘he Tay ‘on- the table of this House all
papers. and. reports” in connection with the widow
of the late Constable Price, of Mackay?

2. Ts' He awdre thah one of the present members
for- Mackay, Mr. Paget, and’ aldo the late member,
Mr. Fudge, agreed with the action taken' by the
late Home Searetary?

2. If ke ig not aware, will he cause extracts
from the speeches of Messrs. Pageb and Fudge, on
vages 1638 and 1639 of Hanserd, vol. xoviil.,, year
1906, to be printed and tabled with the other papers
and reports in the abovementiomed case?

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J.  Gi
Appel, Albert) replied—

1. Yes.

2. Noy but He is aware that both these members
urged that the deceased constable’s children should
be provided: for.

3. No:

LAUNDRY AND KITCHEN AT DUNWICH.

Mr. MULLAN (Charters Towers), in the
absence of Mr. Nevitt, asked the Home Sec-
retary—

(@) What was the contract price for building the
layndry and kitchen at Dunwich?

(b) What date was same taken over from com-
tractor ?

(¢) When was contract called for machinery and
fitting up of same?

The HOME SECRETARY replied—

(a)y £3,671

(b) 24th December, 1909.

(¢) Two water tube boilers, 19th November, 190975
wasghing machines and hydro extractor, 15th De-
cgi%ber, 1909; steam cooking plant;’ 4th February,
1910.
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ORDERS TO WHICH NO RETURNS YET
MADE.

Mr. TOLMIE (Drayton and Toowoomba),
without notice; asked the Home Secretary—

Can the hon:' gentleman give any information as
to when “we are likely to get the information: for
which I moved on 24th and 31st Avgust; regarding
the emoluments of prison warders and  the atten-
dants in hospitals for mental 'diseases;. . police
duties;: and the number of inmates of ingane hospi-
tals and’ industrial and reformutory schools?

The HOME SECRETARY replied—

The information is being obtained at the present
time. " TE0ig somewhat ‘extengive, and will take a
certain amount of time to get, but there will be no
unnecessary delay.

TIMBER CUTTING RIGHTS.

On the motion of Mr. RYLAND (Gympie),
in the absence of  Mr. Hardacre, /it. was
formally resolved—

That there be laid upon the table of the House &
return showing-—

1. The total ares over which  exclusive timber-
cutting rights have been :sold or granted: during
the last five years.

2..To: whom “and. over ‘what: number of 'acres,
respectively; such timber-cutting: rights: have been
gold or granted during: that period.

SUPPLY.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT-—RESUMPTION OF
DEBATE IN COMMITTEE.

(M». K. M. Grant, Rockhampton, in the chavr.)

My COLLINS (Burke): Just as the Ses-
sional Order came into’ operation:last night I
was; making a statement: that I 'did not agree
with' the views put:forward by the Govern-
mernt supporters, that the people of the coun-
try were in''a’ prosperous condition. I also
argued that if we wanted any further proof
about the condition of "the people of - the
country we eould get it from the income tax
returns;, which, as I stated, show an increase
this year of £31,602 14s. 2d. To my mind this
shows. conclusively that the wealth -of the
country is getting into fewer and fewer hands.
Ag it was remarked during the last session of
Parliament, there was only a little over 8 per
cent. “of the people of Queensland paying in-
come. tax, so according to my contention the
position is somewhat like this: We have 97

. per cent. of the population poor, and & per
cent. of the population very wealthy.  To my
mind the position should be reversed. We
should have 97 per cent. of the people in a
prosperous condition. . That is really what we
want o see in this State of Queensland.
(Hear; hear!)- We do not want, on the one
hand, enormoug wealth getting into the hands
of the few; which there is no doubt it is
doing in Queensland. The income of the bulk
of the people does not amount to £200 per
annum; and I do not think that that means
progress. Then, again, we must bear in mind
that  Queensland stands second per head of
the population in wealth production, the only
other State in the Commonwealth which beats
Queensland being Western Australia, which
has a far larger adult population in propor-
tion to the total population.: While we find
that the average wealth production, according
to. Knibbs® statistics, was £88 19s. 2d."for the
whole of the Commonwealth, we know full
well that the. average wealth production in
this State iz a little over £45 per head of the
population’; and,: therefore, before anyone can
claim that the country is prosperous, the posi-

[7 SEPTEMBER.]

Supply. . 783

tion: of *the workers should be superior: to
what' it is at the: present time. ~As I said
before; the wealth of this State is getting into
fewer and fewer hands, and that is not a good
sign.. It is not a good sign for the bulk of the
people to be in an unprosperous - condition.
Of course, T know there are some people who
will argue that the country is prosperous be-
cauge a certain section of the community is
getting 7s.. or 8s. per day; but what is that
compared with the men who are getting their
£7,000- or £8,000- per year, and who practi-
cally do none of the dirty work of the world
towards earning that wealth?

Mr. WHITE: Very few get that amount.

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: The hon. mem-
ber for Musgrave.  (Laughter.)

Mr. WHITE: I wish I did.

Mr. COLLINS: Some of the remarks which
fell from hon. gentlemen opposite put me in
mind of a saying of Thomas Carlyle’s. - In
one of his’ works he is making Plugson, the
manufacturer, speak, and a somewhat similar
position exists here in Queensland to-day. X
will just quote Carlyle. Plugson is supposed
to’ be ‘speaking, and he is saying—

Noble spinners, this is the hundred thoussnd we

have gained; wherein. I mean to- dwell and plant
vineyards; . the  hundred thousand ' is mine, the
three: ‘and ‘sixpence: daily was' yours; adieu, mnoble
spinners;:” drink” my health with this groat- each,
which I give you over and above.
And I can imagine - the  squatocracy  of
Queensland—or I should say one of the squat-
ters, ‘calling his workmen: together; and say-
ing; ““Workmen, we have produced on this
station £200,000; which is mine: The £1 5s.
per 100 that you' get for the shearing of sheep.
18 yours: Comde up to the station and have a.
whisky with me, and all will be well.”? " But
I would like to say here that that condition
of things cannot last in this State of Queers-
land.. . There is & certain amount of unrest,
not only in Queensland but throughout the
Clommonwealth, and throughout the world,
and that unrest is being caused by the work-
ers awakening from their long sleep, and I
predict that before long, just the same as in
the Commonwealth we occupy the Treasury
benches, so here in this State-~and not only
in: this State but in every State throughous
Avustralia—the ‘working classes  will - ocoupy
the Treasury benches here also.

Mr. J. M. Hunter: Hasten the day!

Mr. COLLINS: Now, I am not making this
statement without proof, and the proof is in
the report of the Minister for Lands for 1909.
I am going to quote from page 7—

The rents being received for the holdings at
present used for the production of wool aggregate
£103,187 per annum, estimated to be equal to 2id.
per sheep grazed per annum. For the grazing
selections producing. wool the Crown is receiving
£120,482 per annum, equal to 4id. per sheep
grazed - per annum. If, therefore, the pastoral
lessees growing wool were paying a rate per sheep.
on an equality with that paid *by the grazing:
selectors, the Crown would be receiving £84,150:
per annum more for the holdings  growing wool
than it is receiving from the rents fixed for them.
by the courts. Under the Western Lands Act of
1801 of New South Wales the commissioners are
empowered to determine, without appeal, the rents
to be paid by the lessees of the pastoral holdings
in the Western division of that State, at 7d. per
sheep on. the carrying capacity, estimated on a
sheep basis defermined: by the commissioners. :
Now, to my mind in the State of Queensland
we are paying two-thirds towards the shear-
ing of the sheep of the squatter;, as compared
with the grazing selector—or the small sheep
selector. We are handing to the squatter; as

Mr. Collins.]
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it were, 165 8d. per: 100 over and above what
.the 'grazing  selector  receives, because, “as
pointed-out in the report which I have read,
the squatter pays 2id. per head per sheep in
rent, while the grazing selector pays 44d. per
head: - Now, do you mean $o tell me that this
state of ‘conditions should ‘exist in Queens-
land? I can quite. understand hon.. merbers
opposite * continually  talking - sheep, ' sheep.
They talk about opening up a certain portion
of - Queensland, " which: will - carry 20,000,000
sheep. Are they only to pay 24d. per-head
for those 20,000,000 sheep? . No wonder: they
can ride about- Brisbane and inthe Western
parts of Queensland in their motor-cars; - The
people of . Queensland are paying' for their
motor-cars. . There is no doubt about’ that.
Then, again, as compared: with = New South
Wales, which pays 7d. per head for sheep'in
the Western parts—we are told by their own
report that 7d. per head: simply means that
the: New South: Wales sheep-owner pays: £1
15s. 6d. to the Crown for every hundred sheep
over ‘and above what the Queensland squatter
pays. What does that mean? Tt means that
we are paying for: the shearing of the sheep
in’ Quesnsland: for the big squatter, as com-
pared with New South Wales, afid also hand-
ing them' 10s. 6d. per hundred. - To my mind
that: is entirely wrong.  Not only that; but
we hear mugch about the enormous wages that
the shearer is getting at the present: time.
I hope that some of the gentlemen who will
appear before the Commonwealth-Arbitration
Court in counection with the fixing of a rate
for shearing in the future; will remember
what T am now stating.. Then, again, if the
squatter ‘was made to. pay equal with the
- gelector in Queensland, he would have to pay
£84,150 more than he is paying at the present
time. I wag reading in the daily Press in
Drisbane that the Government are: thinking
about doing something in connection with the
hospitals. - There is a method ‘of financing
your: hospitals. - Charge your squatter the
same rate: per head for his sheep as you are
now charging the grazing selector.  Is there
anything wrong in that? It is not fair com-
petition; because we are told in’ the same
report - that the land is- somewhat alike for
both the squatter and the selector—the selec-
tor has no advantage over the squatter in the
quality of the land. :
Mr. Covwe: He has a disadvantage very
often.

Mr. COLLINS: Some of my friends, who
know the Western country, say he has a dis-
‘advantage. . Then, again, if the squatter in
Queensland had to pay the same amount per
head for his sheep as the squatter in - the
Waestern part of New South Wales, we would
practically have near £200,000 move, and we
could - nationalise our hospitals - to-morrow
morning. I hope the Government will do
something towards equalising the rents of the
squatter on the one hand and the small gelec-
tor on the other hand. I am not in favour
of the squatter geting his sheep shorn at the
expense of the people of Queensland. To my
mind that is what we are doing at the present
time. It is not fair competition, as the small
selector has also to pay £1 5s. per 100 for the
shearing of hig sheep.

Mr: Kroau: The squatter is not in it; it is
the financial institutions.  ~ o

Mr. COLLINS: It matters not to me
whether 1t is- the financial institutions or
whether it is the  individual squatter, my
argument is sound: :

Mr. CoyNe: The Jand monopolist.

[Mr. Collins.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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Mr. COLLINS: The next question T come
to is immigration and land settlement: TLast
night the senior: member for Townsville made
the remark that we cannot get labourers in
connection with agriculture. - I was not aware
that it was the intention of the Government,
in connection with their immigration ‘policy,
to bring out solely labourers. T always under-
stood that. their idea was to bring: out people
who would: settle on the land.  Of course, we
know that the system of land settlementithe
system of charging £2, £3, or £4 per acre’ for
land+-is not in favour of the man who arrives
from  over the sea being able to go on the
land:You do not desire that:

Mz GraYson: We want labourers.

Mr: COLLINS ; The hon. member for Cun-
ningham interjects, * We want labourers.” T
am well .aware: 'of that. - That is what they
really do want-they want cheap labour.

Mr. GrAYSON: Noj no!

Mzr. 'COLLINS: In connection with land
settlement,  if you -charge & certain ardount
for the land you must force the men into the
tabour market to” enable them to earn suffi-
cient money- before they can’acquire a piece
of ‘land." * That 1is: what the hon;: member
wants. " It s just’ . the' same as ‘with the
squatocracy--he. wants to. ride in his motor:
car, “orsit om his veranda with his = arms
folded, and see the poor labourer do the work.
My idea of settlement is to build up a free
and independent people, and let each man do
his"own share of the dirty work, not simply
allowing one man to get hold of 64 acres of
good agricultural country, as some have: got
in’ Queensland, and then get three or four
labourets at 15s. a week, or less, to do all
the work in connection with it.

Mz, GrAYSON: It is up to £1 10s. per week
now.

Mr.. COLLINS: To my. mind: there is. no
scarciby of labour in Queensland.: ' If there
was a scarcity of labour, wages would be con-
siderably higher than they are at the present
time. - The: Premier krows that full welli "I
was" reading the reports in’ connection “with
your sugar-industry, and ‘there is ‘practically
no-'searcity ‘of labour; with only ‘one excep-
tion. - The senior member  for  Townsville
stated last night that they could get any
amount of men to cut cane, but they could
not get them to chip between the rows of
cane. I have both cub cane and chipped be-
tween the rows of cane, and I know full well
they can get men to chip between the rows
of cane when they are prepared to pay them
a fair wage.. When the season is in full
swing, if a man can earn £2 o £3 a week
cutting cane, he is not going to chip cane for
£1 5s. per week. A few. years ago we were
told by some hon. members opposite that the
white man could not cut cane. Now, they are
crying out they cannot get them to chip be-
tween: the rows.  Anyone who kunows any-
thing about the matter knows that chipping
between the rows is a long way easier than
cutbing cane.: Then, again, I object to immi-
gration in connection with our women folk—
especially . in. connection - with = the young
women folk who are being brought out here.

hen I was in the North, I had an oppor-
tunity of meeting two or three fine specimens
of "young women—1I" must: admit they: were
fine specimens of young womanhood-—and
they object - very strongly that. when  they
landed in Queensland-—they landed in Cairns
—they were put to work alongside of aliens
—Japanese, or some other aliens.

Mr. KrogH: A pretty hot shop that.
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Mr. COLLINS: They asked nie to do my
best to try and stop bringing out English or
Scoteh women, or the women of any other
European country, until such fime as we
et rid of the alion in the kitchen. When
. the Licensing Bill comes on it

[4p.m.] is more than likely that T will

" make a proposal to deal cffec-
tively with that phase of the question—to
get Yid of the alien in the kitchen. They
wore two intelloctual woraen capable of hold-
_ing their own with the best in the country;
they could stand up and hold their own
in argument: and they objected to being
brought here and placed alongside a Japan-
€56 in connection with their work. Surely no
one can defend that state of things, which
 exisis in most of the coastal fowns I
__the North- Japanese doing work in -the
Litchen and laondry. T am glad to say that
_ with two exceptions in my electorate we have
_managed to drive the alien out.

The Preummg: There i3 plenty of room for
4hem in Queensland without being near the
. Japanese. : -

Mr. COLLINS: Can: the Premier name
a single hotel in Cairns that employs a
white cook ! :

The Previer: Oh; Cairns!  (Laughter.)

Mr. COLLINS: Again, before we bring

people here we should try to settle our own:

people on the land. -Before the Federal elec-
tion I stood sll the morning, for three or
four hours; at the Gympie land court, which
was crowded. There were 200 or 300 d@ppli-
cants for land. It puts me in mind of &
gold- rush.

The PreMIER: S0 it was a gold rush.

Mr. COLLINS : It was a rush ‘for the
Kin Kin lands.: A Jot of native-born young
men were there trying to get on'a piece of
Jand and carve out a home for themselves:
Qould ‘they get that -land?  No.: And the
Minister for Lands knows they could not: get
land.

The - SEcRETARY FOR: RAmmways:  The diffi-
woulty is that there are too many: applicants
for the same: piece.

My COLLINS: A brothér of ‘mine  has
fried ‘on two occasions to get:land; and on
the last occasion he 'spent- a good: deal of
money in trying to get: land. - It was under
the ballot ‘system, and he had. to take his
chance. It seems to me that the systemis
a form ‘of gambling. Members talk about
settling people on. the land: The fact is they
cannot get land.

The SECRETARY : FOR ~AGRICULTURE: Any
more than some candidates can get seats in
Parliament~-because there are 00 many
applicants.

Soveral HokoURABLE MuMBERS interjecting,
The ACTING CHAIRMAN Ordevr‘, o;‘der 1
Mr. COLLINS: The. Se
ways is giving his owr
'says there are too many
are going to bring peopl
have the land ready to put them. on:
The Prevmrr: You cannot put them all on
the same piece of land: i
Mr. COLLINS : There 1s plenty of land in
Queensland. . ‘
. Several HoNouzaste Meuswns interjecting,
The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Order! I
must remind the Committee that the hon:
1910-3¢ - ‘ -
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memEer for Burke is making a speech, and
his time is limited. T therefore hope that
members will not continue interjecting.

 Mr. COLLINS : Since I have been in the
Chamber several references have been made
to Canada as far as land scttlement is con-
cerned; but are the methods the same? I
am now going 1o quote from an interview
reported in the Brisbane Courier of 6th Sep-
tember; 1909—an interview with a member of
one of the Chambers: of Commerce. I be-
lieve 'a conference of  Chambers of Com-
merce sat in Brisbane: at that tirne, and this
is.what was said by Mr. ‘Ames, who; I be-
lieve: was a member: of oneof ‘the State
Parliaments in Canada— :
Going' on: to: refer to the: lsnd:policy ofthe
Dominion,: Mr. Ames mentioned that the Govern-
ment had-a belt of  dountry 850 miles  long' and
350 ‘miles. wide, marked out into 160-acre’ sections,
Intendinig: settiers’ were 'provided with =~ guides: and
horres, " and ! allowed “to inspect “any  number: of
Llocks, ‘and: ohoose what they yegquired.
That is the immigration policy of Canada.
Canany member of the Government. point
out - to: me where they have  a block ‘of
country 850 miles long by 300 miles wide
marked: out- in 160-acre sections waiting. for
the people: that are being brought here? I
understand. that the immigration agents in
the  old: country are. pointing: out to the

“people: there that Queensland is a splendid

country for them to settle in, and’ asking
them ‘to: settle on our lands and help to
increase. the production of our wealth—not
to. work: for: a miserable wage, ‘as the hon:
member for Cunningham would want them
to do. 'We want to build up a free and inde-
pendent class of men, and not & lot of wage
slaves:. . That  is my view . of the ‘matter.
There is one thing I am going to refer to
in this: House until: such time as I see it
remedied, if I am here long enough. - In the
Treasurer’s: Statement I notice this  paras
graph— :

The - position held: for: 'years: by: the sugar.in:
dustry ag the leading agricultural industry of the
State is rapidly being approdched by the dairying
industry, - the output  of  which for last year ex-
ceeded “£1,500,000-sterlingin value, a sum:that for
the  present  year: will: be’ much ' increased. " The
butter produced: in: 1909 was 24,582,711 10, but in
addition’ to this the cheese industry: is becoming an
important factor, and. the initiation of ‘an’ export
trade: has ‘met with a: fair measure. of: success,
which promises to increase. . New factories: are being
establishéd’ in - various: districts, and there is every
indication of " & greater vitality in  this indusiry
than in’other branches of agriculture.. The capital
employed in- butter. factories smounts to:  £135,901;

- and - there are 11,529 males and 11,419 females oc-

cupied  in. the' different branches of dairying, - as
%gaiust 33,459 persons engaged in general agricul-
ure.

I notice  in' connection  with  most- of “the
industries “in- the Commonwealth, especially
manufacturing industries  and the dairying
industry; ‘that it is: somewhat wonderful to

see the number: of females that are -em-

ployed.

The 'SECRETARY 'FOR AGRICULTURE:  Don’t
you: think sometimes these figures get dupli-
cated: in. connection with returns?

Mr. 'COLLINS: - I am quoting from: the
Finkrcial Statement. It seems to- me that,
not only in. Queensland but throughout. the
Commonwealth,  a - large number® of our
women are having to work in these indus-
tries to enable them to obtain a-livelihood;
and to my mind that is wrong.  The reason
1. refer: to- the ‘dairying . industry; especially
in conmeéction . with. the  butter: question, is:
this: - Until. I get satisfaction from the

Mr. Oollins.]
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Government, or until I c¢an shanie some of
~ the large sugar plantations to® give  their
workrmen  butter, "I am ' going to’ mention
it in the House on’ every opportunity I get:
It is no use telling me that the country has
produced 24,592,711 1b. of butter.. I:want to
know about our owi ' people not' getting
butter;  (Hear, hear !} I am mnot worrying
“about producing butter to feed John Bull, or
the  Frenchman,  or: the German, or the
Philippine  Islanders; I am not: worrying
about that in the least.  What I am worry-
ing about is this:: That the Treasurer states
that the country is in’a prosperous. condition.
Member after member. on that 'side of thie
House got up and told us that the country
was in & prosperous condition; ‘and il am
trying to prove that it is not as prosperous
#s they would have us believe, The pros-
perity of ‘a country ought to be judged Ly
its standard of comfort; - Do you mean to: toll
e that your-standard of comfort 8 very
high “when ‘your
jam or butter?:  (Laughter.) The: Minister
for ‘Railways represents a sugar disbrict, ‘aud
he knows what [ am stating 1s perfectly true.
I do not say-that all sugar-mills are alike,
but I know: a good many sugar-mills whers

the owners do not: give their employces any -

butter at all.

The SECRETARY FOR RATLWAYS: Nor jam
either. .
© Mr. COLLINS ; The Minister for Education
ig also interested in the butter industry, and
I can:tell him he has. a good market there.
Why does he not pass a law to raise the stan-
dard of comfort in connection with the sugar-
mills in. Queensland; and compel the owners of
those . sugar-mills  to: give: their - employees
butter? T

The' SECRETARY FOR: PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
I think I will have to engage you.. (Laughter.)

Mr. COLLING T Tell the employers at these
sugar-mills that their: first duty  is  to their
own: State, and they must first raise the stan-
dard of comfort of the people they employ, and
they ‘can comuience by giving. them' butter.
You have in Queésnsland' a ‘monopoly which is
the ‘most powerful monopoly in'the Common-:
wealth-<namely, the Colonial:- Sugar Refining
Company, and yet that company do not 'give
butter: to' their - employées. * It i no . use
‘making a statement about the wonderful pro-
duction’ of butter, which is stated to be nearly
equal to the sugar industry, when your own
people - carinot. get- it to.-eat.. There is a
market for butter in Queensland in the 4,000

.- persons employed in the sugar-mills.

Mr. LusiNa: We are subsidising the  ex-
porter, . ; civn

Mr. COLLINS: That is quite true. We-are
told about: the prosperous condition :of:the
country. . What do we mean by prosperous?
I should call a country prospercus where the
people work as few hours as are necessary to
produce. the ‘necessaries of life. - What do we
find when' we go into our sugar-mills? ' The
senior member: for Townsville made a remark
last night about the hon. member for Bowen,
but the hon. member for Bowen is well able
to take care of himself without me taking his
patt. . But the hon. member for Bowen told

us:about. the hours they worked in the sugar-

mills:
millg? . :
My RyranD: The Treasurer won't give
them a light at Mount Bauple Mill. .

. Mr. COLLINS: We know that in the sugar-
mills the ‘employees work for ' twenty-four
hours.. They work all round right through

What are the conditions in the sugar-

[ASSEMBLY.]
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the twenty-four hours, and they have only two
shifts... The argument is advanced that they
must work two shifts of twelve hours each.
Of course, the senior member for Townsville
said last night that out of that time they had
an hour for-breakfast and an hour for dinner,
but T know: something “about. the conditions
ur}iiler which they have to work at these sugar-
mills. -

The . TREASURER:
hours a fortnight.

My COLLINS: T will later on deal with
the ninety-six hours a fortnight inthe: mills
under the Government control. "I am falking
about- mills in’ general now, where they have
to work twelve-hour shifts, and we must re-
member that it a man leaves: off work for
one: hour. to gét: his‘dinner the. other men
have to do his: work while he' is' eating hig
dinner.  That is  how they work’ it: in most
of the sugar:milly in’ Queensland.: Why do
riot the Government bring down a short mea:
sure—-a Bill of about two clauses would be all
that is necessary-—fixing the hours of labour
in connection - with. the: sugar-mills ‘at eight
hours per day? ' If the State Government are

They - work " ninety-six

“not prepared to do:thig for us;, then we' may

have to appeal to the Federal Government to
domie' to the rescue. :
My, Lzsina: T'think that is your only hope.

Mr. COLLINS: What is'the use of felling
people 12,000 miles’ away what: a  wonderful
country you have here when you are working
your people-here for twelve hours a day?

The SEORETARY FOR PUBLIO INSTRUOTION:
Have you, not found it to be a wonderfal
country?

Mr. COLLINS: It is a wonderful country.
But, if it were not for our wonderful natural
redotirces, - the country. would be in_a worse
plight than what they dre'in the older coun-
tries of ‘the world.: It is:all owing to: the
wonderful productiveness ‘of Nature, and not
owing to the Government sitting over there at
alli and also owing to climatic conditions.. =

Mr. LesiNa: Governments have very little
to.do: with these things.

M. COLLINS: If the CGovernment are
going to assist us to fix the hours of labour
in the. sugar-mills,” look what an advertise-
ment- it will be for the State!  If the Govern-
ment’ are going  to’ continue their  policy’ of
immigration, which I do’iiot: believe in, look
what an -advertisement. it would be if you
could tell people that if they came to Queens-
land they would only have to.work eight hours
a° day in. counection with the sugar-mills
That is quite long erough for anyone to work.
Just imagine & man trying to. develop his
intellectual faculties after working for twelve
hours in. a sugar-milll:. Why; after: putfing
in' twelve hours in' & mill a man: would be
physically ‘exhausted, Not so lone ‘ago I
was paying. a. visit-to-the Pioneer Mill, in the
Brandon district. . I. noticed a small reading-
room there, and on the table was a box, and
on: the box was. .pasted the word * Sugges-
tions.”” Just fancy.asking a man to give sug-
gestions for. the -improvement of his mind
after he has worked for twelve hours! A man
has to do “his;twelye hours in the sugar-mill,
and theén he is suoposed o suggest something
in connection with the library. :

Mr. RYrAND: The best suggestion that he
can make: is that ‘he should ‘have some sleep.
(Laughter) i

Mr. COLLINS: We are told that the: Go-
vernment: have purchased Inkerman ; Estate,
and the next best thihg to do is o see that
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we have a State-owned sugar-mill in that
locality.” (Hear, hear!} I do not see why the
people in that loeality should have to depend
on: Drysdale Brothers. Why do we do away
with “one  form of tyranny and substitute
another'in its place? No one can ever tell
me  that sugar-growers are free to' express
their’ opinions in ‘a district controlleé[ by
private enterprise. That is not my experience
at any rate. Why not have a  State-owned
mill there, as you could make a huge success
of“it. Talking 1in ‘connection: with immigra-
tion, I ‘notice that our marriage rate is not
very high.

Mr. Lesina: It is the highest in Australia.

Mr. COLLINS: No, it is not; and even
supposing it was the highest in Australia, that
does not prove: anything.: It should be a lot
higher than it is, and you would have a
higher marriage rate if you had better condi-
tiong ‘than what you have in Queensland at
the present time. ' Something should also be
done to check:the high death rate we have.
‘We . have got. the old-age pensions' now,; but
something ;" should: be. done’ to. introdice =
children’s- pension, so that their mothers can
get proper conditions to rear their children.

Mr:: LesiNa: The  same as: they do ' in
Germany:

Mr. COLLINS: ‘And " we should do away
with: all this ¢ry of immigration. I notice on
looking ' through the Estimates: that we are
going to. increase: the salaries of most of the
Under Secretaries. I am going to. oppose
those increases for all I am worth. (Hear,
hear!). I think that £700 a year is a fair
salary for most Under Secretaries. It is all
very well to argue that they are good and
useful men; but they are the creatures of én-
vironment, just the same as we all are; and
their usefulness would disappear if they ceased
to be Under Secretaries. It is  proposed:in
ohe: or two' cases: to  put on: an increase of
£100 over and ‘above the £700: they are getting
at the present. time.  What is: the " average
earnings of the average ‘employee in  the
Queensland * factories to-day. It amounts to
£75.7 per “annum. Fancy the people: work-
ing in our factories earning on an average
£75 a year | .

Hon. R. ' Prmwp:
girls.

My COLLINS . If that is the case, I am
ashamed of Queensland. The sum of £75
a'year is a very small amount for a man to
keep a:wife and rear a family on. From
what X can learn; in the city. of Brisbane
one-fourth of s worker’s income goes in rent.
Deduct that -one-fourth from  the average
earning. of 1 £75 a yeéar; and-see  what must
be the earnings of the bulk of those factory

They are mostly boys and

operatives; : )
The SECRETARY FOR: PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:

You forget that young: people are included
in that average. :

- Mr. COLLINS: I am very sorry if boys
and girls are working 'in our factories:  But
even supvosing that boys ‘and ‘givls sre em:
ployed, the average earnings of the workers
is: very low—it is lower than the average for
the whole of the Commonwealth. The aver-
age for the whole of the Commonwealth is
£77.22 per annum, while our average is only
£75. I do not blame Under Secretaries for
trying to get an increase of £100 or £500 a
year) Personally I do not admire any man
or wothan who 'is satisfied :with his or her
position in life. I am always on the side of
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dissatisfaction, because dissatisfaction means
progress.. The unfortunate: thing in’connec-
tion with our workers, not only in our: facs
toriés but in all our industries, is that they
are satisfied with so little.

Hon: R. PuiLe: You don't believe in peace
and contentment, then?

Mr. COLLINS: ' As the representative of
a very important mining centre, which may
ia the future be the most important mining
centre in Queensland, I am sorry to notice
that ‘so little. hag been placed on the Hsti-
mates for the mining industry. Last session
I stated that the whole: of the amount placed
on' the Estimates: for the year just closed
could be well spent- in my’ electorate. T
know that some: persons:doubted that. We
want to-make a district like the Etheridge
prosperous; . and, notwithstanding that there
is' a railway there, we must have good roads
and. bridges. - I do: not recollect having seen
during my travels: through the Burke  elec-
torate - a . single  bridge,  outside  railway
bridges, and yet there is only & small amount
placed ~on~ the  Estimates for -roads  and
bridges.-» At present they: are -carting ore
from Mount Turner to Charleston, a distance
of 25 miles, over very rough roads; at a cost
of £1 bs.: per ton. landed on the railway
trucks. = Then it has to be taken from: Ethe-
ridge  onthe railway to- Chillagoe; "a ~ dis-
tance ‘of nearly 160 miles.  If we had better
roads than: we have in that part of Queens-
land ‘teamsters would be able to take bigger
Ioads than they do at the present time.
hope ‘that when the Minister for: Mines is
allotting the vote for roads:and bridges he

swill take into:consideration: the importance

of ‘the Htheridge Goldfield: Another thing
that I must:lodge an objection against is the
number of ‘exemptions granted by the Mines
Départment  to: the - Chillagoe Company “on
the Etheridge Goldfield. The Chillagoe Com-
pany own about’ eighteen leases, comprising
altogether - 500, acres,. on which . they have
spent.a little over £13,000. That does not
appear’ to me’ a large amount to.spend  in
developing eighteen leases. On Gympie one
company has spent nearly £50,000 on a 50-
acre. lease,. without getting & 'single’ penny
of  profit- from" their investment; “and yet
in the'case of the Chillagoe Company’s leases
on ‘the Etheridge—and the Chillagoe Com-
pany is one of the most powerful companies
in’ Queensland or Australia—after spending
£13,000 on 500 acres they have been granted
six months’ exemption:. Can the Etheridge
prosper. under - those conditions? . A large
number of men have been thrown out of em-
ployment by the Minister granting  those

- exemptions to the Chillagoe Company. @ We

were told" that when the HEtheridge railway
was built; the Chillagoe Company were going
to develop that district. . I do not know how
they -are going to develop it by getting six
months’ exemption. = The senior member for
Townsville suggested last night that the min:
ing meémbers should meet together and agres
upon some suggestions to make to the Minis-
ter. -~ Weé have offered suggestions  to  the
Minister from time to' time; but he does: tiot
seem: to take -any notice of our suggestions.
We' have suggested the adoption of the State
battery system. ' While we are not. opposed
to grants in- aid ‘of ‘deep sinking, we hold
that  there are 'a number of places whers
there: is no necessity for deep sinking if the
Government - will “only " give " assistance “to
miners by erecting State batteries.  There is
no better example of: how ‘beneficial & State
battery would be than the Oaks'. Goldfield.

Mr. Collins.]
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[ was no sooner returned as a® member of
this. House ‘than I got up a deputation to
the Minister for Mines to ask him to erect
a State battery on the Oaks Goldfield.: Had
the hon. gentleman acted upon the suggestion
of that deputation, the battery would have
been & huge. success. - Bub the men who go
pioneering get: very: little assistance in . the
shape. of crushing plant on new goldfields.

Hon: R: Pamr :. I put four plants up, and
they: aré abandoned now.

Mr. COLLINS: " That proves nothing.  In
the case I have mentioned—that is; the Oaks
Goldfield; which I. believe is going to be a
permanent’ goldfield—a  State battery would
have been a big success.. I wish to. point out
the  reason why ‘we want: State batteries.
We all’ know that the owner of a private
battery makes b5, per. ton—and’ they have
made a great deal more than that—on crush-
ing “stone for miners.. Then there is a profit

of, say, bs. per ton for eyapiding;

[4.20p.m. ] which makes a total of 10s.. per

ton: If that 10s. per ton went
into the poclets of the ‘miners, they would
work lower-grade ore than they ars working
at the present time. To show what Western
Australia is doing  in “this' connection, I
shall quote an extract from theé report of the

Western - Australian Department  of  Mines

for 1908—

The number  of State  battéries’ has  increased
from; twenty-nine in' 1908 ‘to! thirty-two 'in 1909,
the néw plants: being5-head mills” at Yousnhme
and Messenger’s: Patch, and a 2-head. mill at Des-
demona; . The number: of cyanide plants in- opera-
tion s twenty-four; an- increéase ‘of :two  'on. the
previous; year’s  figures; 'and in addition there are
slime plants  at’ Mulline, ~ Niagara,  Norseman,
Menzies; and Leonors, the two latter being erected
during the 'year: ' Thers are  two tin  dressing
plants at: Greénbushes:

Frow  the ‘inception :of: the’ battery - system: to
the end’“of 1009 gold and  tin' to . the value of
£3.120,794 have been recovered ‘at the State plants;
695,128 tons of gold ore were treated asnd pro-
duced-—£2,658,966  worth of ‘gold by amalgamation,
£359;881 worth by ovanidation, and £42,192 worth
from: slimess ‘and 41,723 tons of tin ore produced
tin’to  the ‘value:. of . £59,755. « During the yecar
the ‘gold: ore treated was £94.919 ‘tons for 83,197
fine ‘oz., and’ in’the preceding year: 95,623 . tons for
89,875 fine . 0%

The scale of charges in existence at State batieries
during 1908 was altered as from -1t February, 1909,
the ‘scale  introduced  ranging from: 8s. to: 158, per
ton;  with' rebates: ynder  certain  conditiong; . this
scale was subsequently changed,: from Ist'November,
toa differential scale.

The: working - expenditure for- all plants for: the
year totalled - '£81,939: 7s.--3d., ~and: the revenus
£80,776: 7168, 9d., ‘which, after  including £802. 16s.
10g. for additions,  etc.,. paid from ‘revenue, shows
& loss of £1,965 7s. 4d..on the year’s operations.

The -capital  expenditure. om: erection  of: State

batteries from: the inception of the scheme to. the-

end’ of ‘1909 wag £275,319 - 133.  5d.; £91,981 1s.. 8d.
being: paid” from ' revenue,: and. £183,338  11s. 9d.
from loan:

The  working - expenditure exceeds: receipts - by
£19,015.98.75d.. The cost: of  administration: for the
year was  £4,247 11s." 5d., against £4,370.16s. 1d.
for-1908.

The plants: that wers well supplied: with' stone
show. fairly - low. costs. . Those ‘especially wortk
mentioning are—Menzies, 10,187 tons milling cost-
ing: 68.: 7.84. per ton;
milling: costing 6s. 10.9d. per: ton;: Burtville, 2,969
tons costing 7s. 8.9d. per ton; Youanme, 2,153 tons
~milling “costing 8s.  2,29d. per ton. Fach of ‘these
mills shows s profit on milling and-eyaniding.

During ' the year sands and slimés have been
purchased, for which the ‘¢ustomers have received,
oin cash '£38,608. 61,032 tons of sands have been
treated at a costiof £19,786.15s, 3d. ' The reveniie
from the treatment amounts to. £26,883 1s. 5d.

I would like to point out to the Secretary for :

[Mr. Collins.
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Mines that in. Western ‘Australia they not
only have crushing  batteries but they have
also slime ‘and sand: plants and tin plants
under the control of the Government. If the
mining - industry. in Queensland is to pros-
per, ‘especially 1n the far North, the sooner
the Government: embark on something simi-
lar the better for the industry.. There has
been ‘a lot said about. railway construction.
I believe that for over thirty years the people
of Georgetown have been promised a railway.
I understand. the Government: are carrying
out: a survey- from. Charleston. to George-
town; and I hope they will place the money
on: the: Estimates that is necessary -to ‘con-
stiruct the line. It is only a distance of 24
miles; and I believe that, according to. Mr.
Frew's 'estimate, the cost will: be less than
£50,000.- I hope: the Government. will-con-
sider the advisability ~of opening up- that
part of Queensland; and of doing something
to assist: the mining’ industry there.

The TeEASURER ;- You don’t object to spend-
ing loan money, then:

Mr: COLLINS - I am not saying anything
about spending loan money or- not- spending
loan money. . I 'want to see a railway built to
a place where the people have been promised
a line for a number of years. :When speak-
ing about roads and bridges, I'pointed out
that it is impossible to ‘develop mines unless
we: have good roads; and there ¢an be no
doubt that, if weé get a rvailway to: George-
town, there is any amount of mineral land
about Mount . Turner: and  elsewhere that
could: be developed: I received 'a: promise
from: the BSecretary for Lands, and I hope
he - will- do - all’ he can to hurry ‘up the
opening of land. for settlement in the Burke
electorate.. The people there are desirous o
getting upon: the land,. as the Minister knows
full well. :I have shown him copies of letters
received: by myself,  ‘asking “that land be
thrown open for selection. - We have 'a falr
amount of good land in the Burke district
which is suitable for close settlement-—at

“least the people who live there tell me so,

and they are the best judges. 1 hope that
something will be done towards throwing
open this land in the vicinity of Einasleigh
and Mount Snrprise, and even on the New-
castle: Range, where I believe we have one
of“the finest pieces of couniry there is in
Queensland suitable” for settlement—an area
of “about’ 30 square miles on-the top of ‘the
Newcastle Range, 2,500 feet above. sea-level.

Mz, HobDGe: - What about the timber pos:
sibilities ? :

Mr. COLLINS : The timber is not bad on
the Newocastle. Range. - I think T have said
all ' I-have to ‘'say in connection with the
Financial - Statement, ‘and I think T have
kept well ~within' bounds.

Mr. WIENHOLT (Fassifern):. I have fol-
lowed this' debate very  carefully, and ‘it
seems t0 me that the criticism of the finan-
cial " policy - of the ~Government  takes two
sides. One set of members complain that the
Government. are not spending’ enough money,
and say they should launch out in the way
of building sugar-mills, State batteries, and
§0 ‘on.. - Other members complain- that the
Government are extravagant in their expen-
diture, and say that they are not saving up
and making provision for ‘a rainy-day—or,
rather, for a rainless day. T have had some
experience . as 'an - arbitrator, ‘and  if: both
parties are dissatisfied with the decision of
the arbitrator—one taking the view that the
award I8 too high and the other holding
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equally strongly that it is too low—then one
can generally console himself with the feel-
ing that perhaps he has given a fairly just
decision.
financial policy of the Government can be
proved to be very fair and sound; as it does
not seem to please either extreme. 1 hope
that the fnancial policy, as shown in the
Financial Statement, will be carried out,
and that it will continue on very similar
lines, because I believe that a gréat deal
of work, such as railway oconstruction, can
be carried out very much better when times
are good than when times are bad.  Tialso
believe that the railways they: are push-
ing shead with now are going to be of
tremendous ‘value ‘to us when s bad time
does come. The transcontinental line: will
6 & tremendous advantage, not only to those
actually alongside it when the next drought
comes, but it is going to be @ tremendous
help to the farmers inside. I think it is
going to open up possibilities: for ‘a. very
big new market: for: them.

Mr. Hammrow:  Why, we. cannot supply
our own market now.

Mr. WIENHOLT : If that connection: is
made, in the next drought the farmers inside
may have ' a good season, ‘a§ very . often
happens, ‘and they will then have a big out-
let for lucerne and other feed. At the same
time I hold—and I know other farming re:
presentatives will agree with 'me-~that there
should be no cessation of the policy of build-
ing railways into farming districts) T would
not support the transcontinental: line, wmuch
as. T believe in it myself, if I' thought it
was going to affect “adversely the ‘chance of
these other lines. :

Mr. FrRRICKS: Which ‘would yot give the
preference to?

Mr. WIENHOLT :: I think they ‘can both
be carried: out. . Then there:is another ques-
tion. which makes me rather anxious, and
that is the question of our markets. Tt ig'no
good our producing double or treble as much
as we do if ‘'we can only get half the price for
it: Somie time ago; I remember, the Govern:
ment then in powor had a commissioner in
the Fast, who was looking out for trads, and
generally finding out what new openings there
were. I think that was & very good idea.

Mr. J. M. Hunrer: It did a lot of good;

Mr. WIBENHOLT: I was not in the House
at the time, but I thought it was an excellent
step to try and open up markets in Singa-
pore and other places in the Bast, and I would
like the Government to take steps to see thut
the different produce we can raise here should
be suitably advertised and brought before the
people of these countries. I am not one of
those people who think that because they are
members of Parliament they know everything,
about everything. 1 have heard a preat deal
of talk on the other side about the mining in-
dustry. I am quite willing to admit that 1
know very little about it, and that there ars
hon. membeors on the opposite side who know
a great deal about it from practical experience.
Therefore, 1 always listen to these represen-
tatives of mining districts with considerable
attention, especially as I realise my own
~ ignorance on this subject. 1 hear them advo-

cate, amongst other things, State batteries,

and so on. Still, I cannot help wondering
. whether the depression in the mining industry
at present may not happen to have a greater
cause than some hon. members opposite seem

to suggest. I am wondering whether the
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matter is not a lack of confidence in mining
investments.-if there 'is mot some hesitation
on the part of mining investors. to. put their
capital in mining investments.

My, Murzan : What would be the cause of
that?

My WIENHOLT: Well, the uneasiness on
the part of these investors I put down to &
doubt on. their part as to. whether they will
réap a ressonable reward for the money they
have investod: "I should not wonder if there
is not something in it. :

My Ferrroxs: How is it that that does not
apply to pastoral investments?

Mr. WIENHOLT: Now, we have passed
through this: House a Mining on Private Pro<
perty Bill. I know that hon. members on the
other side were very keen; and ‘said-that if
this Bill became law it would open up a lob
of mining,” and cause  the ‘finding of fresh
fields: I am wondering if /there has really:
been ‘any result already through the Bill hay=
ing been passed:

Mr. ‘MuoiraN: It is only the other day- it
came. into: operation—the’ 1st. September.

Me, WIENHOLT: However, that remains
to be proved: :Then, as regards the question
of State batteries, I, for one, would not oppose
that simiply becauss I have no mining: industry
in:the electorate' I:have the honour to:repre-
sent—not like the homn. member who has just

“spoken; who speaks for perhaps a quarter of

an hour running down the: butter industry.
Mr.. Corrins: Noj making it 'more useful.

Mre. WIENHOLT : But I cannot help think-
ing of the amount of machinery which is at
présent lying idle: " Then "there iz ancther
matter which - hon: members have' touched
upon-—and especially the leader of the Opposi-
tion—-and that is in regard to the differerice
in rents paid by the station lessees and the
grazing farmers.. "I am: quite willing to admit
that there is a very great difference-—perhaps
not quite as. big: a . difference -as the- hon:
member himself thinks, but still a- great dif-.
ference. ; :

Mz, Bowmax: I simply gave you the report
of the Under: Secretary for Lands—he ought
to know.

Mr, WIENHOLT: But there is this con-
sideration:: Hon. members opposite, I think;
have taken the stand that the lessees are not:;
paying:sufficient.” I rather looked ‘on it the
other way. I think it is the grazing farmers:
who are paying too  much; and T think
although things are very good now--and per-
haps to a business man: like the present Minis-
ter it maturally appeals to make the: best he
can out of his departmeént—<I still think that
a great many of the grazing farmers in the
West are paying too high a rent. My idea is
that it is far better to make the grazing far-
mer, or the station lessee, pay 'a fair rent,
and make hir pay that in good or bad .
seasons, rather than make him pay a high
rent while things are good, and then in a bad "

time come to the Government and try for a
N

reduction of his rent. .
Mr. Lzsina: They are largely responsible
for it themselves, : - i
Mr. WIENHOLT: T would far rather see
an equitable rent which the lessee could afford
to pay in good or bad seasons. There is just
one other matter that I wish to touch upon,
and that 1s in connection with the ‘Stock
Department. Now, I am not going to blame
the Stock Department, nor am: I, so to speak;

Mr. Wienholt.]
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soing to ‘“sool’’ the department on to spend
rgnoreg money, but I think that there should
be a big chunge madé in connection with our
stock inspectors. I have  nothing ' to say
against our stock inspectors.” I know a great
many of them, and I think they. are an:ex-
ceptionally able and conscientious lot of men
Zand what is-more, I do not think they are
paid ‘sufficiently. . But in the inside districts
there is a big change going on.. The country
is getting more closely settled, and stock are
becoming far more valuable than they were,
and I want to see the stock inspectors—at any
rate in tho inside districts—worked into veter-
inary inspectors, or something of that sort,
rather than purely stock inspectors. I know
that that takes time, but I think some start
can be made in that way, and, now that we
are getting a. University, I would very much
like to see some chair introduced into it where
our young  Queenslanders who ‘are growing
up could ‘get: a:valuable practical training in
veterinary - work. o (Hear, “hear!).  Then, I
would like to see these young men: gradually
drafted into closely settled districts to take the
place: of the present stock ingpectors when
their time fally in. 1:do not wish any drastic
or unfair steps to:-be taken, but:T think that
the stock inspector of the future,; in the inside
districts; should be, above all things, a veterin-
ary surgeon.. (Hear, hear 1) I think the thing
could ‘be made to a great extent self-support-
ing. - I would ke to see the veterinary in-

spector-in: g position similar. to the position: of -

a doctor of the hospital, who has the right to
outside practice. I should like to see him do
his Government. work as inspector.

Mr. Manx: Weren’t you an’ inspector lately
for the Government of somie lands in the Bur-
nett. district?

My, WIENHOLT': -That is ‘quite’ true. - I
have' been doing so. " How it actually “affects
the question of veterinary inspectors I do. not
quite know. As I was saying; these inspec-
tors: might get: a- position similar to that of a
doctor “1nthe ‘hospital ‘who hag the right of
private practice.
ment’ work “as . inspector, and  he: should’ also
be able to ' attend any  place’ where ‘he was
needed amongst the farmers in: the district,
and ‘charge, perhaps; a little fee, which should
be restricted. - I think the fact of hiy doing it
would “give an additional zest to his’ work,
which would be most desirable. A wman may
have 'a ‘cow; or "a  draught. mare; worth
‘a: great. .deal - of “money-horses - are - very
dear—and instead of sending to-Brishane, and
getting' a: veterinary . surgeon, to ' whom, per-
haps, he would have to pay 6 or 7 guineas,
he would be - able ‘to get the Government iu-
spector, ‘who. would be comparatively: handy,
and get his beast attended to with; perhaps,
a charge ‘of only 10s.76d. or a ‘guinea. - All
these ‘would help: to pay: the: stock inspector,
‘80" that we could get the right class of man,
and altogether I think there is: &' big opening
for changes on those lines. The hon.-member
for Herbert when speaking yesterday—I think
he - was a little bit out of his ground—said the
Government ought to restrict mares going out
~of the country. - I think if the hon. member
“went round buying horses he would: find it
. very difficult to get an offer of any mares. I
~do not know. anybody myself  offering good
- mares—if he did he would very soon be in the
_insolvency court ‘or in the- lunatic  asylum:

The only man who is likely to sell ‘mares for
~export is the man who is desperately hard up;
. and, in that c¢ase, 1 do not think he wants

[Mr. Wienholt.
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any restrictions placed on him. It is'just one
of  those ‘small  petty. restrictions which we
have ‘quite enough of already, and which:I
will oppose most strongly. - Just while speak-
ing on horse-breeding, [ note there. is £300 on
the: Fstimates: for the  Government ' horse-
breeding. station at Consuelo. ' I believe this
will: prove to be ‘a fairly good. investment.
Of course;. ths Government do not expect to
get any. return for ab least five or six years.
It scems to me to have been the right thing
to- have ‘done, because. they will have the
advantage of being able to use any of- the
good ‘mares. which' they may: have in: the
Police Department. - I do not think they really
have a great many—I have been keeping my
ayes open; and I think the police horses are
mostly geldings. - I have no wish to take up
the time of the House any longer. I only
wish to state I have thorough confidence in
the financial policy of the Government, and
hope they will be able to go ahead for some
time.. (Fear, hear!)

Mr. WINSTANLEY. (Charters. Towers): I

- have no intention of taking ‘up the time of

the House at:any great: length; but I would
like: to make a: few brief comments on the
Financial Statement before it goes through:
I listened very carefully to the Treasurer when
he delivered ‘the Yinaneial Statement, -and I
have 'listened ‘to most of ‘what:has been said
since’ that Statement was delivered.  In that
Statement:the Treasurer makes what he calls
an: estimate of the revenue and:expenditure
for the year; and it seams to me that, instead
of being an estimate it'is rather a guess; when
the Treasurer:is practically “£2381,000 out in
his - estimate. - It ‘may be called ‘an estimate,
but it seems to me to be a guess, and a rather
rash guess at that, when the revenue and ex-
penditure is 'so far apart from what it actually
turns out to-be at the end of the year. We
find; too, that the Treasurer states, in connec-
tion with: the “recent loan, that £55,261 has
been taken out-of revenue and placed to an
account to: make up half the depreciation in
that loan. Wheén: that Loan Bill was before
the House we were told that the Government
were not anxious to go on the money market,
but. they wanted to be in a position so- that
when the market was favourable they could
take advantage of it and get money cheaper:
Evidently they did not succeed in doing that,
as we find-now that the loan practically cost
over £100,000, -and if there ‘is any advantage,
I think the Treasurer might have pointed it
out.” - It seems to-me like taking money out
of ' one: pocket.‘and putting. it in- another:
While he says he has made provision for: the
depreciation’ in' this: respect, there seems to
have been ' no provision made, nor: does it
appear-there is any inftention: on hig ' part to
make. any provision for the loans falling:'due
in the next few years.  During the next few
vears we will ke expected to-repay loans: to
the extent of £13,000,000. or £14,000,000:

The . TREASURER: We have five yedrs to do
that.

Mr. WINSTANLEY : Scarcely five years.
In 1913 there are £13,000,000 due. How that
is going to be met only the Treasurer knows
even if he knows. I think this House should
have been informeéd what: steps they are tak-
ing, or: what. provision has: been made, to
mest these loans when they fall due. If we
strike the money market in no better position
than' when we: floated our last loan, then we
will- find ‘ourselves in & rather unfortunate
position. when these loans have to be met
Then;, too, there seems to be an everlastin
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compensation whatsoever,: by

agreement in the Uonstitution. If there would
have been any advantage in having that finan-
cial agresment placed m the Constitution, 1
think the Treasurer might have pointed. it

out. 1 fail to <ee, if they are going to get

the return for ten years, or even more than
ten years, that they are in any worse position
than they would have been even if the agree-
ment were placed in the Constitution. :

The TrEisvrir: Parliament can alter it at
any time, .

Mr. WINSTANLEY: Yes; and it could
have been altered at any: time if 1t were
plased in the Constitution.

The IrEasunEr: By the people.

Mr. WINSTANLEY: Yes.

The TroASURER: We would sooner trust the
people than the Federal Parliament.

Me. WINSTANLEY : At any rate, there is
no difference in - the amount the Treasurer
would have received under the agreement if
placed “in the Constitution and the amount
he will récelve under the present schermie: It
geems to me they are anxiocus to shoulder the
blame on to someone elserafter having advo-
cated the scheme. I fail to see that any com-
pensation,’ or. any advantage, could: have
acerued by having the agreernent placed in
the: Constibution.  If there would have been
any- afdvantage, then the Treasurer might
have shown that that was the case.

The TrREASURER: That is the whole thing-—-
we prefer trusting: the people to trusting the
Federal Parliament.

My WINSTANLEY: The Treasurer. also

points out that we are not likely to have to-

go. to the money market this year, I do not
think they ought to go to the London money
market just yet, when only the other day they

borrowed £2,000,000; and,seeing they did not

get it at a cheap rate, I think it 1s just as
well he does not look forward to going on the
money: market ‘at the present time.:  While
ost-of the appropriations that we made for
the  various departments. last year were. ex-
ceaded, and some of them: éxceeded consider-
ably, in reference to the mining appropriation
he managed to save £7,651. Mean and pazr-
siimoniots.'as" the
even 'in relation. to the appropriation for the
mining industry,” they have béen too mean
even to spend. what was placed: on' the Esti-
wmates:  They have tried; as far ds they pos-
sibly could; to keep the mmoney in their coffers,
even after it was passed by Parliament, ‘and
it might very well” have been spent..  The
Treasurer ‘says,.in reference to mining-=

In the abounding prosperity. generally manifest,
mining alone of 'the 'greater. industries does not
participate, . and- Quéensland,  in ~ dommon . with
every State of the' Commonwealth; shows declining
production. - In the ' olderi: goldfielda the  rich,
gasxly won, and easily. treated deposits ave becom-
ing erhausted, and the extraction of the ored of the
F deegljer ground s - becoming “more  difficult . and

costly.

 If other industries in Queensland had: been
_ treated on similar lines to the way the min-
ing industry has been treated for years past
by the present Government, they too, in-
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stead “of  showing - progress and ' prosperity,
would have béen showing just the reverse:
The Treasurer goes -on to say—

No doubt the constant advance in mining prac-
tice ‘and in metallurgical processes largely: com-
pensates for the fall i grade, and helps to make
available  much - that - would  formerly have been
rejected: :

About that there is not the slightest  doubt;
and 1 think something might have been done
in-this “direction ” in reference to  not only
State batteries but also in relation to' smelt-
ing works, ‘and also’in- relation  to- experi-
mental ‘works”in this-direction. I believe I

am safe in saying  that an’ engi-

[5 p.m:.]  heéering plant and a metallurgical

plant: were promised to the School
of Mines, Charters Towers. “People were led
to . believe that something  in ‘this  direction
would' be- done-—but; like a great many other
promises, - this has gone to the ground:  -We
know. -that the  mining industry ' hag been
suffering - from~ the low: price of  metals—
copper, for instance—but -the ' fields are: by
nio means worked out. There are examples on
Charters Towers at present where mines were
worked twenty and thirty years ago and were
practically abandoned, and within-a few feet
of those mines splendid reefs have been picked
up. - I.know oue that was worked thirty years
ago-and left, and a man sank a shaft within a
fow: feet and got the reef at & reasonable
depth ;- and ‘at present that mine  is turning
out stuff worth £8:a ton. :Hvidence: like this
goes to show 'that “fields ‘are by no means
worked: sut; and help ought' to be given by
the Government in regard to  State batteries,
smelting works, and’ such ‘assistance as will
lead men- to: prospeet: more: vigorously.: While
the ‘mining fields- as a whele have very: little
to: thank the Government: for--I:admit: they
have: got. ‘something from :the Government—
I feel sure that the mining people: themselves =
will ‘show that the fields are by mo’ means
worked ~out, ‘and we  will.-again see pros-
perous and progressive times on the various
mining fields of Queensland. - In'reference to
public- expenditure, there is; no doubt: that
money has been spent rather freely. Years
ago. we used to be told that if we increased
our: population it would reduce our indebted-
ness. per head. and also our expenditure per
head-~that with - the = increased . population
practically the same servides WOH& be: ron-
dered; ‘and an increased revenue would: accrue
without' a corresponding increase in expendi-
ture.. Yet we find that in the last five years
the expenditure has increased from £83s. 2d:
to 810 5s. per head of the population. ' We
also find that, while there'is not a railway
proposition: brought forward that 1s not going
to pay from: its inception, the returns from
our railways have decreased during the last
four: years from £3  14s. 8d. per: cent. to
£3 55, 9d. per cent. on the capital invested.

- So, notwithstanding the fact that our popula-

tion is increasing. it is making very. little
difference in that direction. In the Stateraent
of the Treasurer we find he preens his wings
with' a good- ‘deal of pride by reason:of the
fact that as the Treasury notes, become: due.
he will be able to meet them with gold.  He:
SAVS—

We. shell Have - to - redeéem, within 's'x . months
after the passing of the Act. the whole amount:
of ‘the : Treasury. noteés - issued; which” arount: to
about £1,600:000.  Fortunately our position is. such
that weé  shall" be ‘able o do this: without undue
Pressure. onour resources, and’arrangements will
be' made whereby from  the date of the passing of
the Act gold: will be available at the Treasury for
the redémption of every note Queensland hag issued.

Tt would be nothing less than a disgrace if it

. Mr Winstanley.]




742 Supply.

was. not 86, It  would mean that the Trea-
surer had spent the money on some thing he
had no right to spend. it on, or that he had in-

vested it in'‘some security by which it was

made not available: when required; and: he
would ‘thus. be’ open: to condemmnation. = It is
simply returning ~what was handed to  hifo—
to’ return gold for Treasury notes as they: be-
come ‘due. ‘A good deal has. been: said in
reference to raillway construction, and: I want
to make ‘one or two comments.  Some mem-
bers - have - said the - Government  were 'not
spending sufficient mioney - on’ railway - con-
struction, while other members have said they
spent. too much. ~With this party it is not so
much - & question " of the amount they are
spending as of the kind of investment.. I-do
not, think ‘the party has any objection to the
expenditure of: loan money, or to loan money
being obtained when necessity arises; but we
want loans to be obtained at a reasonable rate
of interest and’ when the money market is in
a fair condition for borrowing; and after the
money: is. borrowed we  want 1t invested in
steh - 8- manner as to make something like a
decent return. . We have been told over and
over again, in reference to railway proposals
submitted to us, that they would be splendid
paying  concerns;
such is not the case. It has also been pointed
out that railway' propositions are iot. party
questions; and never should be made party
questions;  buti it is practically impossible for
the majority of ‘members to have 'a personal
knowledge:of ‘the ' country  through ‘which
every railway goes, and: they have to vote to
some. extent onthe evidence given by other
members and on the evidence obtained by the
Select: Committee,  and’ the - Commissioner’s
statement.

The TreEastser: You do not expect a rail-
way to pay from the turning of the first sod.

My WINSTANLEY : Not for a time after
they commence working ; but there is a great
deal of difference between the reality and the
ideal set before the House when the railway is
proposed. I only hope they will all pay; but
it 15 doubtiul whether some of ‘the railways
in course of construction during recent years
will ‘anything like come up: to anticipations.
That is the crux. of the  question—mot as to
bow much money s spent, but how the money

s 'spent; ‘and’ whether it is spent: on’legiti-
mate railways: or 'not. . What thig party has
objected to' has: been that money: has been
spent. by the Government in times gonve by,
and the bensfits have not acerued to. the Go-
vernment but to- private landowners..  The
Government has spent. hundreds: of thousands
of ‘pounds—in - some instances  millions—~and
the private individual has: reaped practically
the “whols of the advantage of railway con-
struction.” And ‘while. the Government: ridi-
culed these arguments at the time, they have
coime to 'see  that it was an unwise policy:
And t6 some extent they have recognised that
fact: during vecent’ years by making  their
railways -through Crown lands, and by, that
means geiting soms advantage by the railway
construction: out. of " the increased’ prices re-
ceived: for the lands when they
We believe that that is the correct policy, and
we want to 'see that policy pursued.  As'a
matter ‘of fact, the cutting up ‘of our lands
has not always meant closer: settlement. In
& preat many instannss it has meant increased
values acerivng on the Jands and the owners
of the land have reapsd the inereased values
which the people who wanted the land had to
pay. In svite of all that may be said to the
contrury. there is very little land available

[Mr Winstanley,
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that is suitable for agricultural purposes that
is not: miles away from a railway. It is just
ag well fo know: that, when mien are handi-
capped with suchreonditions as this; it is prac-
tically impossible: for them to make a living
on the land whet: they get it.. We have heard
over and over aghin that the labour is not
available——that the men cannot be got for the
work that is wanted to be done. I -will give a
concrets case about the wages that exist in
Brisbane at the present time. I was having
a. look round one day last week at a place
where ‘men: ware. doing work—not like the
work ‘that 1s ‘done on a dairy farmi or any
other farm, but work which was more like
horses’ work than a man’s work. They were
working in ‘4 brickyard, and the men were
wheeling 12,000 bricks a day away from the
machine and setbing them in the kiln. It was
not ‘éxactly unskilled: work: either, because it
was work that they had to get accustomed to;
and they “had to learn’ how: to handle’ the
bricks.  These men had to work for eightand
ahalf hours a.day, and they received the mag-
nificent wage: of 6s. 6d. per day. . If that is
the wage that men are expected to work for
when they come' here from the old country,
how can they be expected to keep a home and
pay house rent and rear a family on a wage
like that, and when  will they ever get an
opportunity to: start: for: themselves? It is
impossible for 4 man to maintain ‘a- decent
standard ‘of living for himself and his family
under ‘conditions like that. It is to. some
extent skilled - labsur, ‘and that i the ‘wage
they ‘receive. T say that the men who are
brought to this country:are in a great many
instances brought out under false pretences,
and statements are made that cannot be veri:
fied ‘when they arrive here.  We are also told
that it is the duty of the Government—as we:
have: been told over and over: again—to: pro-
vide  Iabour for the employers. - This ‘argu-
ment éan be made to cut both ways.  If the
Government are under the obligation to pro-
vide labour for the employers, then they are
‘also under the obligation to provide work for
the men who want it: (Hear, hear!) Not-
withstanding all that has been said about the
prosperity of Queensland and the good prices
that are prevailing here to-day, there are
hundreds and  thousands  in: Queensland  to-
day who: find it a difficult task to-make ends
meet.  They work for threé or four months,
and  then they are out of work: for two or
three months, and the result is that they have
a great deal of difficulty in maintaining them-
selves in anything like decent comfort at all.
We have heard -a great deal about railway
construction; and there seems to be a hanker-
ing in the minds of the Government after the
old “contract: system | again. They . frankly
admit; that the day labour has been a: sudcess;
and-that: they get full value for their money,
and yet they do not séem to be satisfied with
things ‘as they are:

Mr. BownmaN: Their own-officers admit it,

t00: : :

My, WINSTANLEY: Yes; their own offi-
cers in' the' Railway Department know that
the day-labour: system:is the best. ' It seems
a5 1f the  Government want to have -another:
try at the old contract system as we knew it
fifteen or-twenty years ago. - I have not the
slightest ‘doubt that if tenders were called for
any railway, eertain pricés would: be . given
which would be given for the express purpose
of showing that the Government were throw-
ing away -money in: constructing their rail-
ways by day labour. There is no doubt about
it that the wages men would be affected by if,
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because we' krow that the contractors would
beat them down to the last penny. The Go-
vernment does not freat them too liberaily,
but the men have done better work under the
Governme).}t, and they get better wages and,
in-many . instances, better conditions under
the day-labour system than they would get
under the contract systom.

The TrEAsurer: Don’t you know that -all

Governmont contracts have a clause in them
which states that the current rate of wages of
the district has to be paid?
My WINSTANLEY : Yes; but that clause
i more honouved in the breach than in the
observance.”’ It is one thing to put a clause
thers, and it is another to see it carried out.
In the majority of cases the Government put
the clause there, and, so far as the Govern:
ment are concerned, that is the end of it.

The Trrasurer: You are wrong.

Mr. WINSTANLEY: If the contractor
chooses to pay the wagzes current in the dis:
triet he can do so, but if he does not choose to
do so, he does not pay it. That is my own
experience of the contractor, at any rate. He
cuts down prices, and then if he can manage
to slum the work he will do so.
been instances, not only on Government con-
tracts but on others, where the man who is
supposed to ses that good work is done has
been
to suffer.

Mr. Manx: Look at the line from Gladstone
to Rockhampton! The Government men had
to finish that line and put it right after the
contractor handed it over.

Mr. WINSTANLIEY : Where the men are
employed on day labour it always means good
work. ' The quality is the test of cheapness,
and, if the Government depart from their
present system; they will find out ‘that they
will make a sad mistake.
instances where men have downed tools even
undet - the' present system:in order to get a
fair: thing. The argutient has been put forth
that the railways can be sold to-day for what
they cost: I have no doubt about that what-
ever. I suppose other meémbers,like myself, have
had ‘a’statement placed in their hands'in order
to prove that the: State-owned railways are a
rank. failure as compared with the privately-
owned ‘railways: of Canada; Argentina, and
Sweden. From the point ‘of view of the syn-
dicates that is quite correct. ' But everybody
knows: that ‘the ~workers: in these countries
have to pay for it. While; therefore; a syndi-
cate could be formed: to buy up the whole of
the Queensland railways, they  would ~take
precious- good ‘care that they did not lose by
the  transaction;  for the simple reason. that

the country would be in the grip of the syndi-:

cate, and the people would have to pay; as
they do now; 50 per cent. over and above the
rates charged on the State-owned lines: I
think it would be a sad mistake to ever let the
railways of Queensland get into the hands of
private individuals:

- The Trreasurnr: That was merely: put for-
ward to show that the money was not.badly
investad.

Mr. WINSTANLEY :  On the whole: the
money was not badly invested. but there are
cases which the Treasurer ‘himself knows
where the money was badly spenfiswhare it
was not spent as a financial investment, bu
for other reasons. (Hear, hear!)  And this
is a fact which cannot be disputed—that this
party is opposed to railways being made in
the interests of individuals or factiéns, Rail-
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ways should be made: where they williserve
the best purposes:of the people  themselves
and the country as. a. whole. ' Since the
Guarantee Act has been in force it has been
& redeeming feature  and has' secured the
Government in:the shape of interest, and it
has been ‘a good thing in. other directions
as well: " There’ has -also’ been: something
said abouf the railway men, and about the
eight-hour system that the Government have
been talking ‘about ever since they brought
it into force.  They never miss an opportu-
nity of ‘reminding this House, and the coun-
fry as a whole; that they placed the railway
men- under; what they term the eight-hour.
systemi. . But it is more appavent than real.
Tt i3 not what it seems to be, and I am
inclined  to: think that it is not what it is
expected to be.  Theése men are supposed to
work only hinety-six hours a fortnight, but
the system does:not: work out- as. it:ought to
do, ‘nor as it was expected it would work.
As a'matter of fact; the men often work three,
four, and five hotrs overtime in the course of
a weelk, and they areoften knocked off for half
a day or a day-immediately after they have
been paid, and then they have to work over=
time during the whole of a weelk or a fort-
night to make up their ordinary service:
In many instances :they. ‘do not . get their

_ordinary service, as temporary hands are put

on to do the work they ought to doi It
is common practice in the Railway Depart-
ment for men who are paid low wages to:
work overtime, while the higher-paid ‘men
do not get full time at work. In this re-
spect the eight-hour system is mpot what it
ought to be; and the railway men have good
ground = for complaint. They have com-
plained over and over again; and yet their
grievance has not been remedied.: If a man
does not know when:he has to work and
when he canstay at home, he is in almost
as bad a position as he would be if he was
at work all the time. - These men are liable
to- be called “upon at any hour of the day
or  unight. - Lengthsmen,  when - they: have
finished their fortnight’s work on the Satur-
day, ‘are not - at  liberty till the following
Monday  morning,  but are expected to re-
main in camp’in:case: they should be called
upon-to. go-to work.: They do not know
either. the -dayor the hour when they will
be-called lupon to - goion duty.  In this re-
spect - also: the ‘eight-hour gystem has not
been a success. - With reference to the North-
ern Railway; T find that it is' still the best
paying line 1n the State, returning £4 3s. Zid:
per cent. on the capital invested.. But I have
no hesitation in saying that that line is not
looked after as it should be, either in regard
to station accommodation ér passenger accom-
modation. . There is such:a thing as saving
a shilling and losing 'a pound, and T am
afraid that is the policy the Railway;De%?lrt-,

ey
are afraid to-spend a:shilling ‘or two: where
the: expenditure  is really needed; and. the
consequence: is. that they lose in other direc-
tions:. - When & railway  is. paying ‘as ‘the
Northern' line “is' paying, I think we are
entitled - to. expect: that ~the ~departmient
should provide. better: accommodation;  both
as regards stations and relling-stock.” There
are about: twenty-five level: crossings on: the-
line between. Townsville and Charters Towers;
and - those crossings have no: gates: . Some
day. the Government will> drop: in for dam-
ages to & far greater amount than it would

-cost them' to make those level crossings se-

cure, and: alsc relieve the men on the road

Mr. Wanstanley |
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of the responsibility of looking after the
crossings. . Now,  just "a word-or two . with
veference to immigration. - I must repeat
what has been said over and over again; and
what' we shall continue- to say- until the
present ‘conditions are altered—that we on
this: side of ‘the House are not opposed to
men being brought to Queensland,” if: the
right sort of men are introduced, and there
is. work. for them when they arrive. B We
have been told that there is ample opening
for immigrants in the primary: industries
of the State.: But we know that such is not
the case,” and we also. know that the .con-
ditions under which people are brought here
are not what they ought to be. - The Govern-
ment admit that, and yet they do not seem
able to find a remedy. . In:the old country
at the present time, and for years past, the

population ‘of the 'rural districts has: been-

drifting into’ the cities at the rate of 10,000
per annum. . I feél: confident that; if we lad
& proper. system in connection. with ‘our
immigration, we  should ‘get &’ fairly large
number of those agricultural: labourers. who
are drifting from the country:into: the cities
tocome to Queensland, especially if they
were. “assured - that conditions here  were
favourable. Mr.” Mahon; Principal of the

Gatton College, récently paid: a visit to: the:

old country to buy stoek; and: in his report
of his trip he says that the Unifed Kingdom
carries more cattle and: horses than  Aus-
tralia; and that the New South Wales flock of
45,000,000 spread over 310,000 square :miles
is a little thing to. boast of when compared
with “the British: flock of 30,000,000 heavy-
bodied sheep on-one-third of the area.

The TREASURER:. What about the difference
in climate ?

Mr. WINSTANLEY :  Difference in cli-
mate is. not ‘everything.
The TrREASURER It is-a big: factor.

Mr. WINSTANLEY : Something: was said
the other night about the carrying capacity
of our Western  country: when the' trans-
continental railway: was built.  The: Secre-
“tary for Lands talked about the quantity of
sheep it would carry. My point is:  How
many men and. women: will it carry?  The
land taken - up in Queensland: is not culti-
vated as it ought to be cultivated; it is not
being used as 1t ought to be used, and there
is-a teridency on the part of members oppo-
site to reckon: everything by its value in
pounds; shillings, and pence. But there is
another aspect of the matter besides the
commiercial aspect, and it is- an aspect which

I am afraid hon. members opposite do not.

s¢e; or, if they do see it; do mnot attach that
importance to it that they should.  That as-
pect is,” how it "affects. the manhood ‘and
womanhoodof the country.. We hear a great
deal of what people in‘the old country are
told about' the wages that are: offered to
men who are willing to-work.:. But I say the
conditions  of the work -are: not:what they
ought to be. ' There is too miuch attention
paid. to: the. pounds, shillings, ‘and pence
aspect of ' the matter; and too: little: atben:
tion to. the humanitarian aspect of it:

Il fares the land, to hastening ills'a prey,
. Where wealth accumulates: and men decay.
“This: party has always advocated that the
conditions ‘of the men and women who are
here  and: of ‘those: who ‘are ‘brought hetre
should: be such ‘as: will enable them to live
anhonest, upright, ‘and intellectual life.

The TREASURER: Your party are not: the
only party who desire :that.

[Mz. Winstanley.
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Myr: WINSTANLEY I hold that we
should not regard work and:settlement only
from’ the 'point of "what can’be made out
of ‘it in the shape of dividends, but that we
should consider the welfare of the workman.
Ever since. its inception the’ Labour: party
have done what they could to see that raen
and women work under fair and:just’ con-
ditions; - that they should not merely exist,
but . that they  should- also develop . the best
that is in them. In view of the prosperity
we are: enjoying, and in view of thé won-
derful resoucces of the country we live in,
I ‘am strongly of opinion that the workew
does not get his fair and just share of what
is being produced.: Only 'in so far as:the
conditions are made better: and the wages
are such as will enable men to keep: their
wives ‘and families: decently and respectably,
can’ we say. that a country is prosperous.
The prosperity of a country does not depend
upon - publie -buildings,  or. upon.  the value
of: its - productions; - so: much - as- upon. -the
number of = well-fed, well-clothed, and: con-
tented citizens. it possesses: . If ‘a community
goes down' in that respect, it will' certainly
go down: in: other respects. . I trust that what
has been said: during this: debate, and-what

will be 'said on the: Hstimates,

[5.80 p.tn. ] will: have some: effect in bringing

about a better condition of things
in Queensland, - ahd that there will: be such
inducements offering that people 'will come
here: voluntarily - instead  of  being: led here
under . false  pretences. = I trust . they. will
come . here without  statements: being made
to them, and’ without promises being: given
to them;, that cannot be: justified when-they
arrive in this State. : :

Mr. NEVITT (Carpentaria): The first para-
graph- in: the Financial = Statement contains
these words—

Revenue has inereased in & most satisfactory manner
and expenditure seems. to’ have: been allowed to keep
pace. with the great increase in. revenue.

1 should: like ‘to. call attention to. the fact
that from: the year 19054 to the end of the

“last financial year the revenue has increased

by over  £1,500,000. . At the first: glance
it would appear as if that was: pretty:good,
and as if we were on the safe side of the
ledger; but, when you comie to analyse i, it
is not so satisfactory as it appears at first. I
find that the revenue from our railways in-
creased, during that short period, by no less
than £1,089,760—that is,- 67 per cent. of -the-
increase is due to the railways.

The SEoRETARY FOR RAILwAYs: We had to
spend a lot of money to earn it.

Mr. -NEVITT: I am ‘coming to.  that
Despite those figures, the fact remains that we
have to put our hand into the consolidated
reveniie to the extent of £108,255 last year to
keep the railways going.  We often hear on
the floor of this Chamber that we are proud
of - our-railway. system. . I. agree with that
sentiment ; but: I would very much like to see
some: better: system: of -management of those
railways than we have to-day. - I find, on look-
ing-at the “ A.B.C. of Queéensland Statistics,”
that our railway system is worse ~“managed
than that of any of the:States of the Com-
monwealth with' the exception of Tasmania.
That is not & creditable position to be in.” All
the ' States except Queensland and Tasmania
get from their railways a considerable sum of
money  which goes  towards keeping down
taxation—in other: words; that surplug railway
revenue can be utilised in making further ex-
tensions: - I would like to see the same thing
in’ connection with our railway system. There
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seems to be something radically wrong, either
in “the. managgement of our railways or else
with ‘the Government for constructing rail-
ways into:districts where they are mot: re-
munerative. - The leader of this party said
yesterday that it would be advisable to ap-
‘point & public works commission:

The TrEAsUrER: Do you suggest higher
freights? .

Mr. NEVITT: I would go so far as to say
“Yes,” if I considered it was necessary. But
I think that, if we had a little more careful
management and a little more foresight on
the part of the Government in constructing

railways into districts where they will return:

‘2 fair interest on the money invested, we
would have a different result. After five or
‘six of the finest seasons we have ever had, we
have to dip our hand into the consolidated
revenue to the extent of £108,000 a year to
make up the deficit on our railways; and:I
say that is not creditable either to the Com-
missioner or fo the Government.

Mr. D. Huxnter: Wag last season a ‘good
-one? : :

Mr. NEVITT: Yes. :

Mr. D. Huxter: It was under the average
for the last twenty years:

Mr. NEVITT: We have had: five or gix of
‘the finest seasons Queensland has ever ex-
perienced.

The TREASURER: - And- we have 'made
greater extensions: than ‘any other State in
Anustralia.

Mr. NEVITT : Thati i3 not creditable. I
am in favour of the extension of railways. I
know there are places in’ Queensland. which
are languishng for want of railways, - and
where 1t would repay the Government or any-
body ‘else to ‘build: railways. But we have
auch lines ag the Port' Alma Railway, and the
Tara Railway, of which we heard: something
yesterday, and -others which - could  be men-
tioned if I had time.  You have only to go to
the Commissioner’s report to find that there
are-about 700 miles of non-paying railways in
the: South.. In the past the Government have
not been so careful in the expenditure of loan
money and the places where they have built
ratlways, or that would not be the case.

Mr. D, HUNTER: Only owe of your North-
€rnrailways pays.

Mr. NEVITT: The next sentence. in the
Financial Statement which strikes me is this—

It Is considered thav two things are absolutely essen-
tial o the progress of the State—one in extension of
railway facilities and the otheris immigration.

In both those respects the Government should
be very careful, and consider well before they
enter into contracts. I have already  said
that, as far as railways aré concerned, the

Government, in my opinion, have been very:

lax. It has been said timies out of number by
members on the other side that members on
this side are opposed to immigration; and
times out of number we have given the state-
ment an emphatic denial. I want again 'to
give it an emphatic denial. The present sys-
tem of immigration is a system of spoon-feed:
ing the British-India Company. If you made
the conditions of life in this country what
they ought to be, and what we have facilitios
for makine them, you would have no 6ceasion
to pay %14 or £15 a head fo get people here.
They would come by droves. 1If we spent the
£80,000 that we are now spending in immi-

gration in one shape or another in assisting.
¥

the mining industry and the farming industs
~if we spent it in providing deep sinking,
State batteries, State smelters, and in pros-
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pecting, I venture to say that we would have
a ‘condition ‘of: things in’ this country  that
would entice large numbers  of people from
Burope and from the British possessions ‘te
come here without having to pay their. pas-
sages. One method by which the Governmens
could agsist farmers and agricultural labourers
and’ the. people with capital who are coming
from: the old country to settle on our lands,
would:be by having farms where tlhey could
go - to learn the altered conditions of farming.
It 18 'well * known: that the conditions are
totally different from: those to which they are
acocustomed’ in Great Britain; and if the Go-
vernment would spernd some. of this £80,000
in establishing farms where those people could
go for six or twelve months to learn the con-
ditions prevailing here, and by the end of that
period have land ready for. them :to settle
upon, we. ‘would have far better results from
our immigration policy than ‘we have to-day.

The TREASURER: A’ large number of them
do it now; and get paid for it.

Mr., NEVITT: I am not saying you should
give these facilities for nothing.  Their labour
would be sufficient recompense for any money
the Government might have to expend.

The Treasurer: There are plenty of men
who have worked for twelve or  eighteen
months on the land before they have taken up
land for themselves. X

Mr. NEVITT: Quite right, and they would
be better citizens than by going on the land
as soon ag they arrived. Al great many of
them  would be failures if they went on: when
they  first  came out. - The mnext item that
struck me in'the Statement is—

The Federal Government have alzso introduced & Bill

to- provide- for. an’ Australian note issue, and this will
have:the effect of rendering oy Trexsiry note issue
valueless, sind fhe result will be to cause Queensland: to
lose about £25,000 peér annum.
That was well known, and it has been dilated
upon by other members who preceded me;
therefore I shall not go into details in connec-
tion with it.. It was hardly necessary for the
Treasurer to make such a wail when he read
that portion of the Statemont, because it was
well known: when we  went . into ' federation
that the Federal Government had the power
of taking over the currency and issue.

The TreASURER: I suppose you see no harm
in ‘dropping £25,000 a year?

My, NEVITT: I do not say that we are
going to drop £25,000° a yoar, because it is
only. putting ‘it out of - one. pocket into-the
other  Remember, we are the citizens of the
Commonwealth just as we are of Queensland,
and "1t is the duty of every  right-thinking
man to see that. his country is safe from in-
vasion ' or: any: other thing. -~ (Hear,  hear!)
There is far too: much of this parochial spirit
going on, and we find it to-day in- this House
—“every individual member fighting  for his
own: district ab the expense of the country.

The Truasvrur: You do not believe in pro-
tecting the Queensland finarices? :

Mr. NEVITT: I believe in protecting your
rights, ‘and. what you are entitled to. -You
have 1o’ more: right to that money than: T
have. That is the point I wish to make.  You
do not hear the Treasurer in any portion of
his Statement being jubilant over tha  fact
thut  he got from  the Federal Treasurer
£1922,000 more than he expected; but he wails
ovar the other thing that he is ho more en-
titled to than I am." )

The TruEASURER: = Yet ‘they  kept ~ back
£37,000.

Mr. Nevitt.]
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Mr. NEVITT : Then he goes on to say-—=

TFortunately our position is such that weshall be:able
to:do thiy without undue pressure on our resources; and
arrangements’ will be made whereby from: the date of
thepassing of the: Act gold will by availab e at the
Treasury for tlis redempticn of every note Queenslund
has issued.
The hon, member for Charters Towers, who
preceded me,” dealt with that, therefore I will
not 'go any further with that matter.  But I
wishi to call the attention of the Hotise to this

fact: Thoy had a very different tale: to tell -

when they were on the hustings during the
Federal olection.

Ir. HArDACRE: Hear, hear!

Mr. NEVITT: I am going to compare the
statement ‘of “the. present’ Home  Sscretary;

siwhen: in Cairns, -with: the statement of ‘the

Treasurer to-day.. This is a guotation from
the Couridiof 29th March last-o:

AL Calvns ' last week the town couneil ‘asked Mr.
Appel; the ome: Seeretary, 1o a veply toaréquest for
aloan for sanitary work: MroiAppel said, ¢ /The poss
sible e Why no Yeply was veesived: from the Treu=
sury wis thenresentiunsettiad state of fnaneinl’ condi-
tions; s which  wauld remaing soountil - the findnciat

agreement with the Commonwenith-had been' sitrled?h

* * * * ¥
MroAppel added  * Should the financial agreement
be wiassented 1o rlie finances of the State would be, in
au absolittelv disoyganised condition.
Ars they in a disorganised condition?
The T

sTRER: There is every possibility

of their belng so.

My, NEVITT: Every  possibility I 'When
the. Treasurer makes an ' interjection of: that
kind; it 'shows that he evidently did not know
the possibilities and conditions: of -Queensland
at that time; and this was at the beginning of
April, and only three months before his Finan-
cial Statement. Further; he said-— :

The matter at’ thie “présent: time was one - of ‘the
keenecet anxiety to the Govermment a8 to what the
Tuture would bring forth. b telb you: candidivi that if
the arrdoment 1S uoti earvied into effect it wili wean
that the Governmentowill have to impose additional
taxation. Thatistheposition,

The Trrastner: We have been fortunate
enough not to have to do it.

My NEVITT: Why have you bheen fortu-
nate? There was never any necessity to make
use: of that statement-—thsre was never any-

“thing to warrant a statement of that kind by

a :responsible member of the Government

People in Queensland must understand and realise
that upon: the ratification’ of the finavicial agreenienty
depends the very solvenecy of the States:

I must vefer to the question of immigration,
because there is’ one. phase: of that question
which has not been mentioned. I find, from
Table: 6 of “the Treasurer’s ‘tables;  that we
spent-about £3,464,131 on immigration since
we . have “had responsible. government.  'The
Minister for Lands, when speaking the other
night, said that the average cost was £13 or
£14: per “head: In running that out, I find
that. that  represents the passages of :266,471
people;ory; in: other words, practically the
passages:of half the population of Queensland
to:day- have been paid by the Government
of "Queensland:

Mz, Corser:: That is pot the price of the
past; itis the price of the present. :

Mr. NEVITT: I am taking the words of
the Muistsr for Lands. "I expect the Minis-
ter to be more conversant with the details of
expenditure than'a single’ member sitting be:
hind him, and that is the result T have arrived
at after going through the figures very care:
fully. A good part of the money spent onim-
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migration is in & way not altogether stated in
the broad light of day.  For:instance, there
has been a- considerable ‘increase 'in the Chisf
Secretary’s office. "I am informed that a large
part-of that expenditure is supposed to ‘arise
owing to the work of immigration.  Then; in
the Agent-General's office the expenditure has
been: increased; to & large extent, and I am
told for the:same reason, but I intend to go
into that a little: later on.  Coming ‘to. ths
question of land : settlement  the - Statement
sAyS--

During the past year: the growing demand has been
met-so satisfactorily that the area seleeted aggregated
nearlv 6.080.000 acres, and. exceedad by 1,000.000 acres.
the higg veeord of the preceding fluancial year.
Although during the past two years the Go-
vernment: have:allowsd practically ‘to go out
of their hands:11,000,000 ‘acres: of land; what
do:we find is the condition of the agricultural
industry to:day?: We find that we produced
less  wheat ‘last year: by 120,000 bushels than
we did nine years ago.  Wae find that we pro-
duced 316,000 bushsls less barley than in 1903:

The: TreEAsurER: How much mors buttaer?

My, NEVITT: I find ‘we produced 60,000
bushels maize less than 'we did in 1901,

Mr. CorsEr: That is wrong:

Mr. NEVITT: =~ They won't accept the-
figures of the officers’ of their own depart-
ment.
duced 11,638 tons' less of ‘potatoss than we did
ten years ago.~ We find there was 16,522 tons
less of sugay grown than in 1901, We find, as
far as hay is concerned; that 25,185 tons less
were produced than five vears ago.

The TrEAsURER: Last year was a bad sugar -

season.

Mr. NEVITT: I say you have had the fiiest
seasons, taking: them all:through: .

The TrrASURER: Not with regard to sugar.

Mr. NEVITE: I have enumerated five or
six - items-—the necessities of life-—which: this
country is better able to produce than almost
any other country in the world.

The TREASURER: (ive us the butter figures.

Mr. NEVITT: I thought the hon. member
for Burke had given you quite enough about
butter, 'when we find the people of this coun-
try are- earning and producing these things—-
and you are not-prépared to give them  a.
little: bitof ‘jam and ‘butter on their tables:
You ars too busy chasing the almighty dollar:
ils)o see that the people are fed as they should

e. :

The TrREASURER: We have had' that gag
before this afternoon. - Give us the figures for:
butter.

My, 'NEVITT: You asked for it and you
will get enough of it yet.: I find there: has
been a large decrease in the quantity of jam
manufactured. . I ask you if there is any item
that  this country: is. better able. fo: produce
than any  State. in' the - Commonwealth' than
jam? . We produce ‘the raw material, sugar;
which is practically half the  contents of jam.
It i grown -on our own grounds, and a large
percentage of our: fruits are grown here, and
we are: in a far bsetter position’ to  produce
these things than - they are -in the Southern
States: and’ yeb . we: find  the  production of
these items has gone down  almost a million
pouindy in_weizht during ‘the last five years.
And that is the condition we find ourselves in
after the most prosperous seasons and after a
large increase: in' the alienation of our lands!

The TrEASURER: You. do  not: give the
figures on either butter or wool. ~

We find that ‘this' last year we pro-
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Mr. NEVITT: To satisfy the Treasurer,
and oneor two of those who sit behind him,
I find there has been a considerable increase
in & few items, particularly butter, cheese,
hams, ‘bacon, and one or two other items.
But with regard to the other lines I have
stated, I say it is not oreditable that the
State of Queensland should have gone back
10 the extent I have stated. There are nany
ways by which the sugar industry could be
assisted; as has been pointed out by the hon.
member for Herbert, by the hon. member for
Bundaberg, and Dby the hon. member for
Bowen; and, as I have had very little experi-
ence in regard to the supar industry, I will
Teave that for other hon. members to deal
with. Now 1 come to the pastoral industry.
It is very eratifying to be able to say the
pastoral industry has had a very successful
time during the past few years, and all the
harm I wish the pastoral industry is that they
_may continue to have ‘a runof -excellent
seasons. I find a paragraph in the Treasurer’s
Statement alluding to: the fact—which: I think
is very pleasing and very ‘gratifying—that two
shipments' of ‘chilled . meat have: been . sént
from Queensland, and arrived in a fairly sood
condition in Fngland; and: I say all eredit to
those men—those .enterprising: men—I under-
stand there is only one firm in Brisbane which
has: ‘gone “to. ‘the  trouble and’ exvense of
putting these trial shipments on the European
market; and 1. say. they are entitled to all
praise. :

The Premier: Two firms. And only one
Government to assist them. (Laughter.)k

Mr. NEVITT: The same old story of
greasing ' the  fatted  pig.  (Government
laughter.) I do mnot contend but that these
people are entitled to a certain amount of
assistance from the Government in enterprises
of that nature. but what 1 do say is this:
The. Government have neglected those who
are not able to look after themselves.  That
is.‘the 'position. What is the result to-day?
Although our: flocks and herds have increased,
what is-the present’ price of these articles—
the- principal articles of diet for a very large
section ‘of our people? " I do not think you
can mention & place in Queensland--TI have
gone through a fair percentage of the towns

- of Queensland and I hear the same story on
every hand—whete the cost ‘of living is not in-

creasing by leaps and bounds; ‘particularly in
the things they produce on.their own ground:

Mr. Morcan: Wages have gone up.

Mr. NEVITT: I called for 'a return the

other day of the number of aboriginals er-
ployed on the stations in my: part of the
country, and T say it is not the pastoralists
of Queensland who are making the price of
meat go up, but it is the butchers’ ring in
Queensland that is causing these high prices.
And malke no mistake, we shall have to pass
legislation of a different class, a class of legis-
Iation that up fo tho present has been very
little mentioned, and that is people will ‘be
compelled 1o sell at a fair and reasonable
profit. The same thing will apply in the city
of Brishane. A pentleman was telling me
only on BSunday last—he has had a lengthy
experience of commercial life in Brisbane,
and he told me of a case where a gentleman
who had a house, raised the rent 100 per cent.
during the present year.

The Premier: We will have to have a par-
liamentary committee to fix prices.
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Mr. NEVITT: The time will co.me,'what-
ever you may think=whether that is 4 jocular
statement ‘of yours ‘or otherwise—the “time
will conie when nobody will be allowed to
charge a greater rate of interest than a certain
amount; * so- that people will be able to live
in a-place of decency-and comfort.  There is
another  view in' connection  with “this 'land
matter. The rent in the pastoral country is
not arrived ‘at on.a fair ‘and equitable Basis.
I know:land:for which 'a man is paying: 5s:
per mile—1T grant'it is a lease—and other men
are paying "Ll 5. to £1 6s: for land within,
figuratively ‘speaking, 'a  stone’s: throw, ‘and
in: some cases it iy inferior country. I say &
system: - of :land management which. allows
these things should never have existed. I
think within the last two or three months the
Lands Department have sent round notices. of
an increase in regard to  occupation: licenses
of 50 per cent. I know of two cases that came
under ‘my own' observation where they have
increased rents from 5s. to: 7s. 6d. per square
mile. I venture to say there is no worse land
in Queensland than this, classified as pastoral -
land; and yet, simply because it is held under
occupation license by small men, the rents are -
put up. 50 per. cent, - I say it is ‘a crying
shame that such things should bé allowed to
exist when you have  land within a stone’s
throw of “it ‘only paying 5s. a mile; which
would carry four and five times the number of
cattle per mile. Now I come to mining. I
just want to mention one or two salient points
n connection with that industry. The Trea-
surer states—

Our mineral fields are confr mted by the low price of -

most of the industrial metals, wnd expavsion has been
retarded by the prohibitive.cost of Transport.
That 1s a matter I wish to bring under the
notice of the present Premier-:the prohibitive
cost-of transport. . T'ask him has ﬁe asgisted
in that: direction?  He ran s railway from
Richmond  te Cloncurry,  which caused " the
people in that district to carry their products
over- 500" miles: of ‘rallway, when he had the
opportunity of  building a railway to assist
that industry that would have been only half
the  distance: to a port. I ask him-if that is
what he' calls. assisting ‘the’ mining industry?
These are: facts that cannot be denied.  Then
we ' come: tothe coal industry: I find that
even in connection with that industry the Go-
vernment have done very little; and fo:day we
are importing 0o less: than £81,000 worth of
coal and ‘coke:. - I say anv: Government who
had the welfare of the country at heart, and
considered - the requirements of the people;
would - long: before. now have ~devised some
means of assisting that industry “so that it
would  not have been' necessary.to impork
£81,000 worth of coal and coke when Nature
has endowed us with an unlimited supply.

The Preyier: How much did we send out?

Mr., NEVITT: I have not theé exports. T
will leave them to you. T how intend to deal
i with the Treasurer’s Estimatés of
[7'p.m.] ‘revenue for the year. The frst
item is. £685,057 from: the Com:
monwealth. ' I.do not know whether thatis the
Treasurer’s own ' estimate, or: whether it ‘came
from the Federal authorities in Melbolirne:
but if we take the population of the State on

the 31st December 'as the basis, 578,548 ;
people at £1 53 per capita  would give
£723,185.  Against that we have the Waest

Australian increased amount of £250,000, also
our share of the deficit of ‘£445,000:—in round
numbers £500,000; and on’ that estimate the
Treasurer would receive £630,000 in vlace of
£685,007. On the  other hand, taking  the

Mr. Nevitt.]
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population ‘on the 80th June as 590,000, the
amount - at £1 5s. per capita  would  be
£737,500; and:* deducting” our ~share’ of the
West - Australian contribution and: our: pro-
portion: of the deficit;, which would amount in
round numbers to £100,000, that would leave
£637,000 or £640,000 to be received from the
Commonvealth: - So I conclude that the Trea-
siirer has over-estimated  the amount he is
liksly to receive.

The Treasvrer: I took Mr. Fisher’s own
figures. - He wired them to me:

Mr:  NEVITT: Then I come to the: esti-
mated revenue from income tax.  The Trea-
surer estimates  an’ increase of - £15,000; and
considering’ that hereceived: an increase of
£31,000 the vear before, I think he has under-
estimated the  amount:  The same argument
applies to the stamp duty, only with greater
effect. " He only “allows for an' increase of
£5,000; whereas the year before there was an
inerease “of 1 £17,000.
months’ returns supplied to us the other: day,
we - find’ that ' “he “has considerably ‘under:
estimated the revenue from this source.

The. Previzr: You require to take into
consideration s great many more figures than
those before forming an' estimate.

Mr. NEVITT : That may be; but; consider-
ing that there was an increase of over £9,000
for the first two months of the year, I'think
he has very much under-estimated the amount
when he expects: an’ increase of only: £5,000
for the whole of the year.

The TrEASURER: The first two months give
no indication of what will be coming in durin
the rest of the year. -

My NEVITT: Unfortunately: we all have
to. die; ‘and- sometimes ‘a large amount  of
money . comes: in . as probate duty during: the
first: part:‘of the year; but taking the figures
for ‘the:past few years, I say that £5;000 is
an: under-estimate. ‘And I think the same
remark applies to the estimate of land revenué:
The Treasurer only allows for an inerease of
#£42.000, when last vear thers was an increase
of £78,000. - Considering the large amount of
land they boast of putting under -selection-and
occupation—6,000,000- acres during last year—-
T think the estimate is‘considerably below the
mark. . : :

The SrecrRETARY FOr PUBLIC LANDS: Those
are the figures furnished by the department
and based on all'the data in the department.

‘Mr. NEVITT: I think it is a good policy
to err on the side of under-estimating rather
than over-est'mating; at ‘the' same time' I
think a. nearer-estimate could have been made
as to the probable revenue during the current
year. I coms. now to the one Cinderalla. of
the'' service—that ~is, the  mining - estimate,
The Treasurer allows for an 'increase of £105
for the year ; so they do not expect much from
the great mining’ mdustry, “which has saved
this' State times - out: of number,  and would
have: saved or' assisted the State to a very
material “extent provided it only got’ justice
from the: Government. Then: I come to the
railways.. . The  increase - put down: is only
£231.378; but ' if the  rate of increase of the
first. two months of the year continues it will
be considerably over £400,000. - IR

The. SrerrTARY FOR' RAILWAYS: Those two
are the:busiest months: :

S Mr. o NEVITT: I admit that; but thereis a
numbsr of railways recently taken over, and
I ‘understand: there, are. ofhers. likely to -be

TMr. Nevrt.
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taken:over before the end of the year; and
the revenue derived from them must inflate
the general revenue to a very large extent:
The SECRETARY FOR RAILwAYS: That is all
taken into’ consideration. :

Mr. NEVITT: I am satisfied that the esti-
mate of revenue from railways is an under-
estimate, provided we get a reasonable season:
for ‘grain-and - other produce. . Taking  the
Estimates as a whole, I am satisfied they will
be vealised; in:fact, I am rather inclined to:
think the "amount - realised . will-" be:  from
£100,000 - to - £150,000. above ' the  estimate.
Possibly double that amount will bé realised;
and I sincerely hope it will be.. :

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: We have to
spend a- ‘portion to earn it.

My, NEVITT: If the railway revenue in-
creases the 'expenses must incredse, bub not
in'the same proportion as in‘the past. That
is where I say the Governinent have not been
as careful in their administration of the Rail-
way Department as they should be; because
practically they are costing as much per train:
mile: to-day as when we: had. not' half our
present mileage~—showing that there is some-
thing: radically wrong 'in the administration.
There are many items where it is shown that
they have increased the' expenditure to g far
greater-extent than has been ‘warranted, and
in- some- cases they have not sgpent as much
money as they should have done; and later on
I intend to point them out, the hospitals:in
particular. - There: are several items which
come - under. the Chief  Secretary’s’ Depatrt-
ment. It i3 a’ well recognised: fact: that no
Government can control the revenue, but you
can always: control’ the expenditure; and I
ar’ afraid that the present Government, and
particularly the-Chief' Secretary, has lost con-
trol “of - the  expenditure  of this  varticular
department. What do-we find?  When the
present. Premier was: first “appointed - to  Sir
Arthur Morgan’s Government we  find: that: it
only ‘cost  £21.707 to  administer ' the " Chief
Secretary’s Department. . That was in 1903-4.

Me. HaMirron: Thers: was no’ Under Sec-
retary then: S

Mr  NEVITT: If the Under Secretary is
going to miake & difference 1n the  cost be-
tween. those years, "then I 'am very sorry for
it Tn- 1209-10 the: cost of administering: the
Chief Secretary’s Department was £169.042;
That is' ~an increase of ' practically  £150,000
in the cost of administration of that depart-
ment. :

The TrreAsURER: What are you allowing
for?: Are you allowing for immigration?

S MroNEVITT : We find from the Estimates
of 1908-4 that the cost of administration: for
the chief office in the Chief Secretary’s' De-
partment, when; as' I am reminded; there was
no- Under- Secretary, was £1,226, but to-day
it costs £7,374. T-ask: What: in the name of
reason: is the cause of such an increased ‘cost
as '£6,000 for the administration “of the ‘chief
office of that department? There are very few
more men in.that office’ to-day. : ‘Even at an
earlier. period than” 1903 they had more de-
partments: to' administer’ in’ connection’ with
the Chief: Secretary’s office ‘than ' 'they: have
got to-day, ‘and yet that way managed: at con-
siderably less cost than it is: managed to-day.
The.chief. office of that: department cost £5.000
more.to run last year than it did/in 1900; when
they had to administer the marine force, the
defence: force, meteorology, and  the South
African contingents. and the amount for the
South ‘Afriean contingents alone ran into a
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sum-of £154,000. In spite of having all those
exira departments to look after, the chief
office’ was run at a cost of £5,000 less than it
is to-day. I think that that is positive proof
of bad financing on the part of the Govern-
ment; bad business management, and it
proves that they have lost control of the ex-
penditure. The cost of administering. the
chief office is £6,000 more than it was in 1903.
Then we find that ¢ Miscellaneous Items’” in
that department has jumped from £4,000 to
£61,000. I think that this House is entitled
to somsthing morve than the bald staternent

that miscellaneous items have jumped from -

£4,000 to £61,000 in one year.  We find that
in that vear the cost of administering the
Agent-Géneral’s office in  London: 'has: in-
creased since 1903 by £15,000. : .

The TrrasvrerR: We had no immigration
in that vear.

Mr. NEVII'L: Yes; you had some.

Ths Tressvrer: How much?

Mr. NEVITT: If you look up the report
you will ind that you spent & fair amount on
immigration: :

The TrEAsURER: We spent £32,000 on im-
migration last year.

Mr. NEVITT: That is not included in the
increased costof administering  the' Agent-
Ceneral’s  office. You have £62,000. indepen-
dently of that. It shows that you have lost
control of ‘the expenditure when onec: depart-
ment increases to. that extent in one year.
There:is not s¢ much money being spent by
that 'department,  and not so many depart-
ments to supervise, and yet it costs more to
manage it. :

The TrREASURER: We are spending  more
loan money, and we. are importing: rails and
all sorts of things, and we are spending money
on immigration particularly. :

My ForsyrH: Not a shilling was spent on
immigration”in those years.

My, NEVITT: Then we find the following
paragraph in the Financial Statement—

The policy of the Government for tha last few yvears
in'réspect to buildings has enabled the more. pressing
needs in that direction to- be carrird out, and in view
of this'and of the very high rates' now demanded for
natéerial and Jabour it will be well to moderate: expen-
ditare for the present. : 7

- The reason they give for not erecting these
buildings is that they are not wanted.. There
is just as great a demand for these buildings
to-day as there was twelve months ago.

Thie TREASURER: We . have overcome  the
present necessity for them. ’

Mr. NEVITT: And the only reason they
can offer for cutting down this particular item
is the increased: price of labour and material.
I say that that'is a very poor and a very lame
excuse foriany Government to - give to:the
country.

The SECRETARY FOR- Pusric. Lawps: You
would not say so'if you were building.

Mr. Fermicxs: It is because of the timber

ring.
Me. NEVITT: If 1T wanted to build:and I
had the money I would certainly build,” and

it is the duty of the Government, who' have

the money and who kriow that the buildings
are required, to goon with the erection of
those buildings. 5 ek .
. o TreasuvmrEr: Took  at what we have
een spending in that direction. We have
__overcome the present necessities.

Uovernment have cut down  the Hsti:
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mates 1n this department by £90,892—roughly
speaking;. £100,000. " Well, seeing that the ex-
penditure: from that department has been cut
down by that. amount you would think it
would not cost. so. much to administer that
departmert; but, as a matteér of fact, we find
that the administration of the Works Depart-
ment hag increased by £1,607. I ask whether
that iz good: financing or business manage:
ment? . You are spending. less’ money  and
have less to supervise; and the cost of adminis-
tration is increasing. .

The SEcrETARY FOR- PuBric LaNDs: What
about: the erection of the University, Govern-
ment: House; and: technical ‘college ?

Mr.. NEVITT: But you are spending
£100,000 less this year; and it costs you £1,600
more to supervise the department.. That is
not good financing.

The TrEASURER: You do not account: for
£70,000 for the University, do you?

Mr. NEVITT: There is another little mat-
ter I wish to refer to, and that is the gues-
tion of hospitals. We are told by the Govern-
ment: that we are having prosperous seasons
and: good seasons: everywhere, and - & little
while back they sent a bellman: all ‘over the
country;: asking "all those who had dccounts
against the  Government to bring. them' for-
ward . before. the end: of the year, and they
would be paid.

The TREASURER: Was it not right to pay
our accounts?

Mz, NEVITT: I will show whether it was
right or not. The first:duty of any Govern:
ment is to look after its sick and needy in a
careful ‘and propeér manner, but the hospitals
of Quesnsland “at the present time are being
starved.  Take s turn round any countty dis-
trict,  and the hospital committees everywhere
will tell you the same story. . They are short
of funds; the patients are being deprived of
the necessary comforts,” and surgical instru-
ments are. required and  they carnot buy
them. : :

The PREMIER: - Because  of unchristian
people who will not support them.

M. " NEVITT: Because of the cheesepar-
ing policy of the hon. gentleman who has iiist
spoken. At one time they used to give £2 for
every £1 raised by the hospitals, then it was
reduced to £1.10s.; and afterwards to £1 8s.
6d: for every £1 raised by the hospitals.

The  SgoreETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
And you supported it

My, NEVITT: I never supported ib. 'Asa
matter of fact I have always been: in’ favour
of: ‘nationalising the  hospitals; and: let the
Government take over the whole and sole con-
trol of them, because: I hold that a Govern-
ment’s first duty is to look after its sick and
ieedy i a proper manner. : ik

The SECRETARY ¥FOR:PUBLIC INSTRUCTIONG
You sat behind a Government that did it.

Mr. NEVITT: Idid " not sit behind: a
Government that did it, because I was always
an advocate of fair and reasonable treatment
for our hospitals, and I' advocate that still
We find that thic amount’ placed on the Esti-
mates for: the incoming’ year is the sime aé
was voted for hospitals last  year. Because
the workl of Under Secretaries has increased
slightly those officers are going to géet an in-
crease of £100 & year in: their salaries. The.
demands made upon the hospitals: will natur-
ally ‘increase with the increase in population,
but the Governmert have made no provision

Mr. Newitr |
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for the number ‘of sick that will probably have

to be treated this year.” They say, ' No, we
will “niot. give any incressed subsidy ‘to hos-
pitals; you will have to be. content with the
amount voted last year,”” which will probably
cut ‘down the subsidy to £1 4s. or£1 55 in
the 'B1. . It is & scandalous:shame that the
Government: should ' act in: that way. Only
the “other day I got a letter from the Nor-
manton. -Hospital - Committee;  stating  that
they. were. getting ~£40 short of ' what they
should get  for last ‘quarter: I went to the
office of the Home Secretary, and I was there
told - the. reason why  the commitiee were
being paid £40 short of the subsidy they ex-
pected. . The explanation was that the £77.000
on the Estimates was expected to pan out at
£1 85, 6d. in the £1, but that it only panned
out-at £ 6s:3d. in the £1. The result was
that the Normanton Hospital Committes got
£40 less than they were expected to gep, and
T::believe ‘the same thing has happened fo
every hospital  in  Queensland.  Now, the
Government say they are goine to do-what?
They ars going to give the hospitals the few
sprats left over irom the totalisator after pay-
dngl “divies’’—nob the whole of the income
they derive from the totalisator, but the frac-
tions left over ‘after paying ¢ divies.”

My Bownan: The crumbs: that fall ‘from
the rich man’s table.

Mr. NEVITT: Yes; the crumbs that fall
from the public who invest their money in
that particular way. . This is the generosity
of the Government to: the hospitals: - They are
going to give. the hospitals some crumbs, in-
stead of nationalising those: institutions; and
running them on the same lines as that noble
institution’ the Diamantina Hospital. I hope
the day is not far distant when every hospital
in’ Queensland: will ‘be ‘as well managed; as
woll looked after, and: have as little trouble

~in getting money as the Diamantina Hospital. =

I find that my time is getting short, so I
shail only glance at one or two of the other
items T wish to bring: under the notice of the
House. -~ With recard to the guestion of sell-
ing: land, I find that we have sold something
like - 22,000,000 acres, which  have’ realised
about £9,000,000; and that we  have repiur-
chased 490,000 "acres. = We sold thoss 490,000
acres at an average price of 8s. per acre; and
we  repurchased ‘them at an averge price of
£3 per acre;. That means that since the institu-
tion of responsible government in Queensland
fifty years ago the unearned’ increment has
increased. by 650 per cent.  What a fine thing
it would have been for Queensland if we had
not: sold ‘any land. ' Had ‘we followed that
course we should: to-day have had ' that wun-
earned. increment, ‘we should have been able
to: get a - fair and-reasonable rent for our
lands,; we should have been able to remit some
of the pettifogging taxes that are now im-
posad upon the people, and we should have
been: able: to- place: our hosp'tals ‘on a sound
footing. . What created the increased valué of
that land? - Nothing but: the expenditure: of
that: £40.000,000  that we owe John Bullito:
day. It is ‘the expenditure of that money on
railways; schools, and other public works that
has: given the unearned increment value to
thoss lands. My, Deakin; when speaking on
the Address in Reply in the Federal Parlia:
ment; said - he was amazed that the State
Governments had not dealt with the question
of a land tax, and that it was in ¢onsequence
of their neclect in this respect: that the ver:
dict of the people: was  that the 'Common:
wealth ' Parliament should ' legislate in the
‘matter.. Would it not have been better if this

[Mr. Nevitt.
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State had legislated in the matter? Had we
done so we ‘should not now be howling about,
the Commonwealth ' reducing the amount of
revenue they are paying back to the States;
and we should have been able ‘to have in-
stitubed ‘a number of  social reforms We
should have been able to provide pensions for
widows ‘and orphans. I think widows and
orphans are ‘even more entitled to pensions
than the soldiers of industry.  We have made
provision for pensioning the soldiers  of in:
dustry who have borne the heat arnd burden
of the day, and I say it is even more needful

" to make: provision. for those who: have: lost

their bread-winner and are not able o earn
a livelihood for ‘themselves. Now: I come to
the question of railways. ~The Premier stated
the other night that it was necessary to let
one contract for railway construction in order
that we might compane ‘the result: with the
result of building railways by day labour.. We

_ have built something over 2,000 ‘milss: of rail-

way on the contract system, and surely that is
sufficient to enable us to 'make a comparison
between the two systems.  The hon. member
for Townsville, Mr. Philp, said last night that
the contract system is cheaper than the day-
labour system. While T have every respect
for the hon. member for Townsville, I place
far greater confidence in the opinion of the -
Chief Engineer for Railways, Mr. Pagan, in
8 matter of this-kind, and he tells us that we
have saved many thousands by the day-labour
system:as compared with the contract system.
Under: the day-labour system we have better
provision “made’ for ‘the workmen, we get
better work done, and the engineers can make
any deviation which 1§ found necessary with:
out fear of having to incur the expense of an
arbitration- case, like the Robb case; which
cost- the country many thousands of pounds.
In conclusion, I would ask what i our: posi-
tion : to-day;: even  though' we = have sold
11,000,000 -acres of land in two years?  The
cultivation of 'the necessaries of life, such as
wheat, barley, maize; potatoes, and sugar-
cane, has decreased during the past five years.
Last year we manufactured nearly 1,000,000
1b. of jam less than we did the year before.
We are paying a larcer amount of interest
per head ' than any State in the Common-
wealth.. We: are paying a higher rate of in-
terest than any State in the Commonwealth.

Mr. Forsyra - Absolutely wrong. .

Mr, NEVITT: I am taking My, Knibbs’s
figures in: the ‘‘ Commonwealth. Year Book.”

Mr. ForsyrH: Show us them; let us see
them:.

Mr.: NEVITT: The hon. member will find
them at page 840 of the ¢ Year Book *’ for the
present year. -We are paying a higher rate
of interest: for the loan momey we have éx-
pended than any State in the Commonwealth,

Mr, Forsyra: We are doing nothing of the
sort.

Mr.: NEVITT:  Western . Australia” has 'a
greater: indebtedness per head-—£1 155, 3d.
per - head—than we have in' Queensland; -and
they are: getting their ‘money at a lower rate
of interest than we are paying. We pay 2s
9d. ‘per head ruore interest than they pay in
Western - Australia. - Is' that a: position: to be
proud: of % Is that good" business  manage-
ment? - If 'that is ‘what the present Govern-
ment call -good: business: management, I sin-
cerely hope the dav is not far distant when
somebody : ‘else. " will “ocoupy . the: Treasury
benches who will alter those conditions.

* Mr. MORGAN  (Murdlla) : ¥ wish to con-

gratulate the Treasurer on his Budget Speech,
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and, a8 a member of this Chamber and as a
taxpayer, I congratulate the State
[7.80 p.m.] on its sound financial position.. A
s fot: has been said by members
onthe ' opposite’ benches  in  connection
with the ‘immigration policy of the Govern:
ment. The  Government: went = to. the
country with immigration as one-of the main
planks in' their platform.  'The people of the
couniry acepted that platform; and returned
the  Government with a big majority to sup-
port a vigorous immigration policy. I am
sorry ‘that the Government have not taken
more advantage of the power placed in their
hands in that dirvection by the people. "I feel
that in that respect the Cabinet 'has =~ not
accopted the full respounsibility ‘placed on
them. I feel sure that the people expected
them to bring in at least: double as ‘many
immigrants as they are -doing.: Although
every individual brought to Queensland may
not be of a desirable’ class, yet, taking them
a5 a whole, I 'am sure they are equal to any
that cams ‘to Quetnsland  previcusly or-that
have gone to any other country.  1.am con-
fident that the percentage of undesirables is
very small; and, if it could: be-ascertained,
we. would find that the Opposition are wrong
in their statements when they class them as
an undesirable lot:

Several OPPOSITION MEMBERS:
that?
Mr. LexNon: An absolute misstatement.

Mr. Bowman: That is your own imagina-
tion.

My MORGAN: If you take any number of
people, you will - always ‘find 'a: few -undesir-
ables; ‘and  that will be the case, no matter
how well conducted the immigration depdt in
England may be. - The Tara railway line hag
come in for~a fair amount of criticism from
members on the other side. I had the oppor-
tunity of visiting the Tara district seven or
eight months ago,  in- the company of the
Speaker, Mr. Bell. - At the Tara Lagoon we
had the opportunity - of ‘seeing 187 . people
assembled, all <f whom had come to. the dis-
trict purely and: simply owing to the con-
struction; or the proposed construction, of the
line from Dalby to Tara. Prior to that visit,
I was of the same opinion. &s rany members
on the other side.. I thought a mistake had
been made in constructing: the railway; but
it has been demonstrated that:the policy of the
~#Government inconstructing railways in ad-
vance of settlement should be more vigorously
pursued. The Tara line alone is proof that,
if ‘railways are constructed into the country,
people: will follow. = At the present time there
are over 200 settlers in and around Tara—that
is; o within' a radius of 20 miles of the pro-
posed teirminus. I that line is continued in
@ westerly direction towards St. George or
Surat, it will take in two more big groups of
settlers, numbering altogether something like
350. T might also mention that at the gather:
“ing at Tara Lagoon, where we had 187 people
prosent, they were all Victorians or ’
‘South Welshmen, with one exception. Only
one Queenslander was present. That goes to
show that the Tars line, at any rate, has prac-
t1cally justified its construction. I do not
intend to say that the line will pay from the
jump. - 1 know perfectly well that it will not
‘pay for perhaps a year or two, bub, all the
same, I am satisfied that all that country would
never have been settled had it not been for
“the policy of the Governmen{ in building the
railway. . Perhaps a better place than Dalby
«could have been selected as a starting point—

19103 D :
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1 do not intend to argue or that point; but
I do say that the Government have proved
their wisdom, not only in this connection, but

in connection with ‘every  railway that has

been constructed in Queensland so far.
Mr. Ryan: Including Port Alma?

Mr. MORGAN: So far as I know, 1ot one
railway has had to be pulled up in Queens-
land; as has had to be done in Victoria and in
some other places. Tvery railway has proved
beneficial to the State, and is likely to prove
more: beneficial as time goes on; and it is
my intention to vote for every railway that 1s
likely ‘to:be brought forward by the Govern-
ment during this or any other session. I am
of ‘opinion that we cannot build too many rail-
ways. - The  Secretary for' Railways  often
states that the Government railway policy is
more. vigorous than that of any other Govern-
ment in Australia. I think it 18 no credit to
Queensland to have merely a more vigorous
railway policy than any other State in Aus-
tralia: - We' have in Queensland: a territory
over soven times as large as Victoria, whilst
our: railway mileage is only a few miles more.

My, Kroem:- Look at the population of
Victoria.

Mr. MORGAN: I quite admit our popula-
tion: is much smaller than' that of Victoria,
but we have the area; and, if that area.is
only opened up by railways, we shall have the
peopls following the railways and taking up
the country, as they have done on the Tara
line.  Last session the Premier ~mentioned
that it was the intention of the Government
to call for tenders for one section of railway.
I-am sorry that the houn. gentleman has not
fulfilled: that promise; and I only hope that
during  this session, when thé. railways are
tabled, he will decide to call for tenders in
order that the price  miay be compared with
the price of construction: under the existing
gysten.

My Corrins:. Is that not a reflection on
the Government engineers?

Mr. MORGAN : It is quite possible that the
engineers: may. be ‘wrong in their: estimates.
It.1s quite possible: also that they may be a
little: out: of date so far ag railway construc-
tion is concerned. Tt 'is likely, therefore; that
they may be making mistakes, which could be
verified if tenders were called for one section.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: "It 1s the
Chief Engineer himself who wishes to have his
figures verified.

Mr. MORGAN: There is one matter to
which 1 wish to draw the attention of the
Secretary for Railways, and that is what T
consider the exorbitant freights charged upon
some goods that are carried over our railways.

Mr. CorLiiNs: You ought to have the Ethe-
ridge line or the Chillagoe line.

Mr. MORGAN : At the present tims: people
or 300 miles from Brisbane are

charged exorbitant freights on  ‘what ars

known as high-class goods. - The: average for
300 miles in all the other States: in Australia
for this particular class of goods is 147.7d. per
ton.  In Queensland the average 1s 191:8d.; or
56.3d. per ton more than' in any other State
in Australia. k

My J. M. Hunrer:

You: want to 'go on

~the border line to find out thé rates.

“Me. MORGAN: T have taken the figures
from Knibbs’ Vear Book:' Tf they are not
correct, it is the duty. of the Minister. for
Railways to see that correct figures appear

Mr. Morgan.]
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in that book. " There is one ‘matter in con-
nection with land settlement that I would
like to touch upon, as in my particular dis-
trict 'some inconvenience- is” being. suffered
through  this policy not being carried into
effect.” " When land is made- available: for
settlement, - certain - valuations: are  placed
upon. particular blocks. Tt is well known to
the . Lands. Department that it is necessary
fotr ‘roads to be made in that locality, and in
many instances it is necessary for provision
to be made for water conservation. . If these
things were provided for when the pricé was
being put upon the land, there would be
no - trouble whatever. - For. instance; "if a
block -of land was thrown open; as it is at
the' present time, at a’ valuation’ of bs:j if
the Minister fixed: the. valuation - on  that
block ‘at 6s.; in order to provide for water
congervation and roads, it would not stop one
gettler from taking up land; as the difference
of “one - shilling " would  hot" influence. ‘the
settler-in: any way. ~But when you coive to
put the extra shilling on ' after people have
taken ‘up the'land, it is 'a horse of another
colotr altogether: = A~ certain number then
object : to-: it, " simply - because . they  are
fortunate - in:having: water, or they have a
block ‘where' the timber is not particularly
heavy, and they can get to market with-
out’ much ' trouble. | But what about the
people. who take up dense scrub—brigalow
or-belah" country—where it is impossible fo
travel except on hovseback ? These people
need some consideration, and the shive coun-
cils in these particular localities ‘are not in
& position to construct these roads' out of
the revenue they receive,; simply because they
would ‘receive no benefit- from thé expendi-
ture for at least twelve months.. None of the
shire councily out. West:have sufficient money
lying "dormant - to expend ‘upon these lands
until they get that amount of money in rates
from  the people themselves. . I hope: that
the' Minister - will “see’ that, ‘especially’ in
country :‘districts, sufficient ‘money is placed
upon - the land; so:that the roads may be
constrircted: and the water: conserved, without
having to:rgo - to. the people, as they. have
done i the: Tara  district,: to ask’ them 'to
Gonsent to the irncrease being placed upon
their land, -and, if necessary; to have s special
Bill brought- before the House. in order ‘to
compel those who will not cohsent 'to' contri-
bute to do.so. -There is another matter in
connection: with the cultivation of the land.
This matter was touched upon by the hon.
senior member: for - Townsville, and it is re-
ferred to in the Financial Statement in this
way-

The State has not yet supplied the local demand for
this grain, and it is still necessary to import more food-
stuffs. than we:produce: It is ditficult to understand
why ‘the production of wheat is. not more largely
engaged in, seeing that Queensland is so rich in agri-
cultural land, :

There is more than one reason why the land
has. not been cultivated to ‘the ~extent it
should be.. Certainly, the scarcity of labour
has something to do with it, but that is not
the only: reason, especially in the districts
which are known as prickly pear: areas. If
a: man takes up a prickly pear selection,. it
‘is: necessary, first’ of ‘all, to build his home
and-fence his land ; he then has to straight-
away pay-all the time and attention he can
to kill the pear, in order to fulfil the con-
ditions; and, while he is engaged in destroy-

ing' the pear, he- cannot be: clearing the

land ‘and getting it ready for cultivation.
‘T contend that  the donditions, ~as fair as
“prickly pear country is concerned, need some

[Mr. Borgan.
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alteration. " In order to. encourage cultiva-

“tion, I would - stipulate ' that, providing a

man' cleared 20 or. 30 acres of land;. and
placed it under - cultivation; ' it should  be
tantamount . to- fulfilling .the: prickly  pear
conditions. for: that.  year, at any rate. "I
contend. that: it is” not altogether neccssary
for the pear: to be killed: in'one, three, or
five years;  as the case may be, and if a man
gets g prickly pear: block of: 1,280 or 2,000
acres, and- spends money in’ fencing it and
in: building ‘a’ home and erecting yards, and
he'ig willing: to spend from £1:to- £1:10s.
an.acre to clear it for cultivation; he s a
genuine settler, and proves that he is deserv-
ing’ of 'some  consideration.  But if he is
forced : continually. for five or ten: yoars: to
put the whole of ‘his' time into clearing the
pear, what can he do? : He can graze a few
cattle and milk a few cows, and the result
is that the- land “is' not  cultivated ‘as ' it
should be. Iy as a farmer myself; claim
that 20 - acres placed: under cultivation is
far better. than 150 or 200 acres being used
for  grazing purposes. " The: farmer “should
be ‘encouraged 40 put his time and labour
into the cultivation: of the land, instead of
being" continually forced to-devote the whole
of his time and: attention to: clearing: the
pear: - While I recognise that it is necessary
for the pear to be cleared, the whole of the
respounsibility should not be placed upon the
settler. The Government have criminally
neglected their responsibility for years.

Mr. FERRICKS : Be careful what you say:

Mr. MORGAN : Now, the whole responsi-
bility of clearing the pear ‘is being placed
upon the unfortunate settler. FHundreds: of
them have never had any experience of the
pear; and have found that they have tackled

* something ' the difficulty of which they never

anticipated. . I contend. that it is the duty
of the Government to. assist these people as
much ag possible, and not try to harass them
and force. them: to' do something  which . is
absolutely impossible so far as the conditions
are: concerned in:many: cases: :

Mr.  Ryax: - Do you think that they dre
harassing them?

My, MORGAN: . You will find columns
of advertisements in: the papers calling upon

- settlers: t6 show cause: why  they should not

be turned off the land for not fulfilling the
conditions.. I quite admit that when they go
before the Land Court they are treated with
consideration,. but. it is' harassing them to a
certain “extent to bring them before these
courts at a loss of time and money.

Mr. Bowman: . You had better - change
your seat.

My, MORGAN: T admit that to a certain
extent they are treating them leniently: when
they find the case is a deserving one, but
there are many deserving men at the present

- time who- are being harassed in order’ to

fulfil the conditions. ~ There is another matter
in connection with encouraging the peopls
to cultivate land for  wheat-growing vur-
poses,” and also to improve the holdings; ‘and
that 15 ‘the introduction of artificial manures
into Queensland.: At the present time there
is" practically none, or very little artificial
manure=—superphosphates—being " used '~ in
Queernsland in the production ‘of wheat.. The
reason 1o doubt is simply because: the Agri
cultural Department; not being a live depart-
ment, has ~done  nothing to- prove to ‘the
?eople what can be done by using fertilisers.

am’ not: here to say that the Agricultural
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Department is & live departmeni—I say: the
Agricultural Department is a starved depari-
ment—it - is the worst Agricultural Depart-
ment that exists in any State in the: Common-
wealth. " There 'is no doubt about that.. I
am- here to state what 1 think:is right,” and
1 -hope the  Government will rectify it so
that the peovle will at least get the benefit
of the money expended in the upkeep: of
this ‘particular department. T listened with
very great attention to the hon. member for
Carpentaria and the remarks made by him
in. connection with wages. 'There is a para-
graph” which struck my attention. which ap-
peared - recently in one of the Brisbane
papers; it was a telegram from Sydney, and
reads as follows:—

Ad arvesultiof the recent Feéderal Arbitration Court

award, it is officially  anrounced that the price of all
clusses of footwear will ‘b3 ddvapced from: lst sep-
tember:
T think that is sufficient proof to show' that
when ‘wages increase so does the cost of ‘the
goods those people are employed in producing.
1 think it is admitted that while wages have
gone up; the cost of living has also gone up;
and the workman is ih no better position
to-day than he was twenty years ago.

OrPosSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. MORGAN: That, I think, is absolutely
gorrect;  and it shows that the system  is
wrong. 1t shows that something is very much
wrong wien wages have risen 10 per: cent.,
the cost of living rises perhaps 15 per:cent.
Tt shows that so far as the working men are
concerned, they have not reaped any benefit
by placing the present Opposition so'strong in
this  Chamber. {Loud Opposition ' laughter:)
There 13 another little matter—-1t is only a
small item, but it affects the settlers—and that
is in connection with the issuing of pefmits
for travelling stock or stock that is being cons
signed by rail. At the present time in my
district it 'is necessary’ for - people. trucking
stock at -Jackson - or Dulacca, or some cther
railway station on that:line, to send to Chin-
chilla in’order to get a permit from: the stock
inspector, who never sees the stock. He issues
the permit upon the application. received from
the person trucking, and I claim there is no
necessity for the people being put to all that
trouble. - If the policemen- in the particular
district ot town were allowed to.issue those
permits; it would save all the trouble, and it
would be a much” safer and & much surer
way. of “stopping ~any: illicit trafficking ' that
might be going on in cattls: I hope that little
point wiil be taken mote of hy the Minister
‘for Agriculture and that. - .o policemen: in

those  districts will be-given the. power to.:

issue permits, so that people will not be put
to ‘all ‘the trouble: they have to go to at the
present time. (Hear; hear!) )
Mr. THEODORE (Woothakata) I must coti-
gratulate the hon. members on thig side who
have discussed the Statement 'so: far. - I have
listened very interestedly to: the dissertations
of members on this side. The leader of the
Opposition delivered a very interestirig speech
in criticistn of the Financial Statement. ' The
hon. member for Herbert also delivered a
very informative speech,  which I listened to
with very great interest.  We had very able
gpesches from the hon. member for Cairns and
the hon. member for Carpentaria;, who dealt
very ably with the facts in their possession.
1 think they used their figures to very great
advantage, and while the hon. member for
Carpentaria was making one very important
statement he was indignantly contradicted by
the Treasurer: He claimed that Queensland,
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unfortunately, was paying a greater rate of
interest on loan indebtedness than any other"
State of. the Commonwealth. = The Treasurer
denied that, and the hon. member for Moreton
algo indignantly contradicted it.

The TrEASURER: I think he' said our loans
cost us more than the other States paid.

Mr. THEODORE: There is no ‘gainsaying
what the intention was.  The hon. member
for Carpentaria was quite clear on the point
~—he said the average rate-of interest. was
higher: in~ Queensland than in. any State in
the Commonwealth. = Knibbs shows very: con-
clusively that the average rate of interest paid
by Queensland ‘is ' considerably  higher than
that paid by any other State in the Common-
wealth. - He points out that in- Queensland—
this iz thelatest issue, No. '3 volume—the
average rate of interest is £3 13s. 10d. per
cent; in New South. Wales, it is £3.10s. 4d.
per cdent. ;- in' Victoria, it 1s-£3 1ls. 8d. per
cent.; in South- Australia,  £3 13s. 3d. per
cent.; in Western Australia, £3 8s. 11d.: per
cent.; and in Tasmania, £3 13s; per cent.
He also points out in his tables that on more
than half the total sum of the loans issued in
Queenslahd interest is being paid at the rate
of 4 per cent.—that is,’ on over £22,500,000.

The: '['rEASURER: This Government. is' not
to blame for that.

Mr, THEODORE: The hon. member was
pointing out the unfortunate position, ~and
he was contradicted by the Treasurer and also
by the hon. member: for Moreton. L. only
wish to put the hon. gentleman on the right
track:  If an hon. member on this side makes
8 ‘statement and it is- contradicted by hon.
members: opposite; those who read Hansard
might * come “to  the conclusion that ' hon.
members on that side are' correct.
©The TREASURER:; We neveér borrow money
at 4 per cent.

Mr. THEODORE: That rate of interest is
being ‘paid. ‘As Knibbs points out, the average
rate- of interest i £3 13s. 10d., and on over
£22,500,000 Queensland is ‘paying 4 per cent.
per annum. When we were discussing the Ses-
sional Orders some time ago 1t was pointed: oug
that we would encroach. uponthe time that
would -be. necessary to: discuss the  Financial
Statemeént by bringing in matters that would.
be better left to a discussion on the HKstimates,
but - having curtailed’ the ' discussion -on. the
Hstimates by limiting the time for speeches, it
may be necessary to encroach on'the time we .
should: devote to a criticism of the Financial
Statement. I warned the Treasurer that this
would happen and the “warning was justified.
My speech’ will deal more particularly: with
things that; perhaps, would be  beétter dealt
with on the HEstimates, if we had time to dis-
cuss these things in & proper way. We know
we will nob get - that time—ten consecutive
minutes is not sufficient to ventilate a compli-
cated grievance.. I congratulate the Treasurer
on - the financial position of the  railways.
Queensland is in a very fortunate position in
regard - to the whole of her railway system.
It is 'not ‘so much the genius of the Govern-
ment that is responsible for the good position
of ‘our railways.  Nevertheless, despite the in-
creased’ extension  of railways into unpopu-
lated districts; the railways have been earning
a fair interest on'.the cost of construction.: I
think there is one.thing that should be taken
into: consideration—I-do not think it is taken
into ‘considerationi by the present Government
when adjusting freights: and fares on the rail-
ways—TI think consideration should be given
not. ‘only: to those who have the use of the
railways for the. purposes of trarsport and

Mr. Theodorel
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‘transit, but also’ to the conditions of the em-
ployees in -the ‘service, ‘and the interests’ of
the - general - taxpayer, who - has - to make
up any deficit, should be carefully guarded.
I know there: has been-a clamour from some
sections,  particularly " from: - the
[8:p.m.] farmers in some: portions of “the
State; that they should have' re-
Guced - freights; ‘and there is.a good  deal
that can be said. in:favour of it; but I think
the Minister: responsible should not give way
to . those clamours without  taking ' into con-
sideration - other things  that should weigh
with him.  He should not allow manures t6 be
carried free of. cost;. for instance,’ as has been
proposed - before now.: He' should: not: allow
concessions: for the benefit of a particular in-
dustry or district at the:-expense of the general
paxpayer -andthe efficiency: of . the service.
The whole of our railway system; even with
. the present freights and fares, could be made
& . remunerative  concern; and if it were
worked by ‘private enterprise could be made
to . pay. enormous dividends; but we would
not have it ‘so.. (Hear, hear!) On the other
hand; we should not run our railways so as te
benefit those only who use them at the expense
of the general taxpayer.  Proper consideration
should: be given: to the employees, not only
in the permanent: service, but also to' those
engaged in connection with counstruction. = I
know that ‘lately the Government: recognised
the necessity of ircreasing the wagés of the
men:employed “on’ construction -works; but I
think the statements made with respect to the
increases were to'-a certain extent deceiving.
The: Premier-made’ the- statement—which-was
published it the Courier of the9th July—that
the men ‘on construetion works-would receive
rcreases which -would bring the'wages of the
men in the South o 8s. a. day, those in the
Clentral district: to 8s.6d. a day, and those in
the North to 9s.'a day. I know the men are
not:getting those wages; and:no ‘doubt mem:
bers- on the other side will be surprised to
hear of this in view of the statement made by
the Premier. I waited on the officials at the
Comimissioner’s office’ a--week ‘or: two ago-and
asked them: if :that was 5o, and they could
not exactly tell-me. - They said that perhaps
the thing. had not:got: intoproper working
order,: that: there had: been- only one-set-of
paysheets received since the increase had been
< granted,-and-they-had: not been-able: to-dis-
wcover - whether - 8s. .was.-being ‘recognised as
the standard,- but: they. expected:it-would: be,
and.they promised:me:-a return-later-on. :I
~know from investigation-and: interviews with
theimen. that there.are:men getting less-than
‘Bsi-a-day. inthe Southern districts;iand I hope
the Minister will- see that it-iy rectified. : The
Government - can hielp.-the vmen .engaged:.on
constriction -works - very. considerably -apart
from increasing ‘wages. - It isia truism that-as
“wages increase s0- does:thecost of living yand
win.the. gase’ of -these men. that matter can-be
regulated. to ai greatuextent: by the. Govern-
~ment. - If the.Government:wished them to get
theifull :benefit.of “increases in '+ wages they
should endeavour: 1o .so: regulate the cost of
Jiving that.the:menimay receive the full advan-
tage.: They could-establish supplystores on the
railway, and supply-the.men«with:provisions.
+ One of ‘theischemes placed before the Premier
“during & visit-to -North:Queensland by themen
coni thie Athertor-Evelyn Railway was that the
Grovernment ishould: establish-stores andsupply
he:men:working on the:lineswith provisions
oh-a price asswouldsnot-involve the Go-
sinsanysJoss. :
“keepers.charge50: per.cent. above: ordinary
tprices forsgoods «supplied | $o: ther men ;uand
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there is'a pernicious system:in vogue amongst
the'storekeepers on construction works of com-
elling the men to sign orders. These are col-
scted by Government. officers at a charge of
5 per. cent., which goes on {o the account be:
tween the storekeeper and the men:

The TREASURER: It suits both parties, ap-
parently. :

Mi.  THEODORE: It does mnot; and: the
men: complain bitterly.. It is somé protection
to the storekeeper; who says that some of the
men working -on railway constructioni. cannot
be relied on to pay their: accounts; but it is
also a reduction of the wages of those who are
honest and endeavour to pay their way. Even
if we-admit that the storekeeper will suffer
loss supposing the order system-is- abiolished,
that is ‘an argurment in favour of the estab-
lishment - of Government stores. here must
be a credit system; because many of the men
who go to work on lines under construction
have: nobt.‘a. penny “to . begin -with. = This
applies very often in the: case of immigrants

~brought “out’ by the Government. : I think
some: protection should be given to the honest
men, and the Government should assist them
by the establishment of supply stores at which
they could ‘get supplies at’a reasonable cost,
and thus get. the full benefit of their wages

-wand-of any increase givenito: them. And the

Government: should assist them in the matter
of -establishing:-co-operative - boarding-houses.
At present . they - stay  in' boarding-houses
many: of which: are:also grog-shops; and that
does not raise the moral tone of the works or
conduce. to the interests of the men. If the

"-Government  would :'supply . tarpaulins; and

shift’ the: boarding-houses when the camp is
shifted, 1t would. be: a  great: benefit' to the
men; and they would then perhaps get the
full benefit- of .any-increase.in their. wages.
The. amount: charged. by the: department: for
collecting -accounts :on  behalf .of - the .store-
keepers-1s.cextainly too  high.  The: Govern-
<ment_could: afford 1mmediate relief by reduc-
ing it to. 24 per..cent. I think that 6d. in
~the £1:is.a fair thing for collecting theiac-
counts. .~ The: Government: should not .allow
its:officers on. the. railway construction works
~to.assume the position: of. account: collsetors
“frome the ‘men. - I know that on.someiworks
the officersare: most. officious in: this matter.
If.a man says that.aicertain aceount is:not cor-
rect, or that it'is oo High; or that-he did.not
sign’ the. order: permitting: the: amount 4o be
-stopped ‘from. his. wages; and asks to: see.the

“Bill;, he i told that he will.have to takeiit or

" leave,vand,: as: the  officer: has some influence
withthe:engineer, sthis .man . is practically
‘plaged in the.position that he has to submitto
any deductions from his pay. without knowing
what the.déductions are for.: I claim: that this
" 18 & matter into -which'an.investigation by.the
Minister whe is responsibleshould ‘be ‘made. ' T
can’ assure the” Minister that such is the:case,
and it isanabsolute’ hardship.on theé.men
“who:are: engaged.on.the construction. . works.
“Another: matterc connected s with - another ide-
spartment’ I must. touch iupon. | It isia. yery
serious mabter :from: my-istandpoint.and from
‘the standpoint of the:mining members or any:

“one - interested -in’ ‘the’ mining: business: " We

“have-claimed from time: to time that the Go-
<vernment: ‘should. give more assistance to the

=mining -industry ‘than: they are doirg at pre-
~gent. " The! Government’ have. absolutely no

“sympathy whatever: with the mining industry.
“In'the” Financial ‘Statement of last year the
Treasurer sounded a imost  pessimistic note,

“and rdther ‘threw cold water-on the industry.

“He: made. some reference’ to the expenditure
“in‘deeprsinking; and stated that there was very
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little return from that expenditure, as though
he' expected to. be: compensated very largely
by‘)refunds. I any cood had accrued as a
restilt: of that expenditure on deep sinking it
would have come through other channels, and
the ‘hon. gentleman should not Have expected
a: reburn from 1t divectly.  Tn: the statement
now before'us  the  hon: gentleman ' has
adopted a. very different tone.  He' has évi-
dently profited by the advice given to him. by
members ‘on this side of the House. " This 18
what he says=—

Our mineral fields are confronted by the' low price of
mostof the industrisi metais; and expansion: has veen
retarded by the DProhibitive costiof transport.

The prohibitive cost of transport is one of the
causes of retarding the mining mdustry.

The TrEssurer: And low prices of metal?

Mr. THEODORE: Yeés; and low prices of
metal,  There is yet another cause, and that
is the poor facilities which are provided: for
crushing the ore. The senior: member: for
Townsville hinted to us this afternoon by in-
terjection that . he had lost a’ considerable
amount of - money ‘in ‘assisting o provide
crushing power ‘on the different  fields. I
claim that it is not through private enterprise
that this difficulty is to be overcome. 'If it is
going to he of any benefit to the industry at
all; 16 will be by the Government taking: a
hand in it.  On some of the fields there 15 a
suspicion in the minds of the men engaged in

mining that they do not get a fair return for

the ore they send to the private enterprise
crushing plants.  They do not get what they
are entitled to out of it. There has been a
rumour going about in my district for a long
time——that 'is; in the Herberton and  the
Walsh ‘and Tinaroo: districts—that many. of
the millowners there are dishonest.

Hon. R. Punp: You have one of the most
honest men in your district:=Mr: Moffats.

Mr. THEODORE: Yes; we have some
honest  men- in my  district, but. as regards
some. of the mills the men will not send their
ore there to be ¢rushed: at all. They: would
rather send it by some mills to another place
altogether, "and . pay -cartage over a rough
mountainous country, - and- pay £1. per ton
more to do it. - If is riot because they are pre-
judiced: or-are faddists. If it was prejudice
on: the part of one ‘man who refused to have
his ore crushed at a particular plant;’ then we
might be inclined to: think he was labouring
under ‘a'delusion; but it so:happens that many
men refuse: to orush at particular plants:

Hon. R. Paitp: Name the mill.

Mr. THEODORE : I will name the mill;
and I will give the names of the companies so
that  the faets can be investigated by the
department. It is a serious charge, and I
recognise the serioustess of it

Hon. R. Punp: You would not make it
outside. . - :

Mr. THEODORE: I court every inguiry
into it. The hon. gentleman said 1 would not
make this charge outside. It has been pub-
lished in a paper. It was published in the
Trinity Times. They did not publish the
details, but the name of the mill was given,
and the pernicious practice of the whole sys:
tem was exposed as far as possible, and
nothing happened. It is a most serious charge
o make against sny industry, and if the
Minister 15 interested in the welfare of the
industry he should have an inquiry made into
it. '

Hon. R. Puiip: You have not given the

name of the mill yet. :
Mz THEODORE: T will name the mill and
I will give o concrete case of crushings that
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took: place: " I will name the men who put the
crushings through.  If the Minister will make
an investigation I will assist him in every way,
and so-also will others, and if he is satisfied with
the evidence that will be brought before him it
should: be' sufficient inducement’ for: him: to
erect- a: State- battery theve. I will read a
letter which, I received from a man who was
emiployed as a jiggerman in the Great Northern
Mill: at: Herberton. - He “worked ‘there for a
couple of years and knew all about the erush-
ings- that took: place at that mill. The jigger-
man is the: man who knows all about the
crushing, ‘and he can: give estimates of what
the crushing should produce. I have evidence
for an' inquiry, ‘anyhow.  This letter is dated
Herberton, 8th June, and reads as follows e

Herberton, 8th June; 1910,
Sir,~I started work st the Herberton: Mill in
May, 1906, as a trucker.  When T had been working
in the yard about three months Leidiman, who was
manager of the mill, had a row ‘with a jiggerman
named Hoskins. This man threw the work up and
left: That night when I was going home Leidiman
called me back and asked me if I would come into
the mill as jiggerman. I told him I kuew nothing
about the work. He said, * That does not matter;
T will show youw.”? - T-said; ©* A1l right.”” I started
work: next: moraing; although. I kuew - nothing
whatever: about’ tin:.. I found out afterwards. that
#1f T had Known anything about tin, I. should nok
have been: asked to: take the job.

Eventually . T noticed ' that: ' whenever, public
crushings were: going: through 'the mill, Leidiman
would’ come: fo-me and: tell me to take the concen-
trates: out  of yanner:boxes, as it was. only“iron
pyrites and:no good, and to: put it bn the pyrites
hieap: o Leidiman: "also: told: ;e 'that” any ‘chokes
that went: on the floor were to be pution pyrites
heap, ag it was only, iron  and noigood.

Teidiman told me that it was: the  dirty mineral
in: the gtone that. caused: the pipes to chokej at the
time I believed that, too; but whew: I’ got into: the
run ‘of the thing I found out that whenever the
Great . Northern was short of tin, this iron pyrites
ag- Leidiman: called it, was taken on to the floor,
where the tin sumps are.” It was then put through
a. sieve to geb all the: dirt and bits of wood: and
rubbish out of iti it would then be put through: the
fay drier.. When it was dried and cool; it would
be- put. through: stome breaker  with miné stone,
and. would then ‘become: tin, = This. strack e ‘as

" rathercurious, as' I knew he: could not turn: iron

into tin. - When: L found out it was: tin-that: was
being  taken: fromi: the' public: crushings and: not
iron;. I:spoke to Evans, the other jiggerman; about
ity This man: had - been. working: at. the milli as
jiggerman “for: about eighteen months, and he' is
still working at the mill. When: I'spoke: to Evans
about ity Heisaid: W If yow want to: Keep:your work
you must mind your own: business;you must know
nothing; see nothing, ‘and hear mothing.’” I made
no reply. Iispoke to the two engine-drivers. about

SOt They said 6 was tin vight enough; ‘and it had

been going on before my time. » I was’ very milch
surprised at that, but I suddenly remembersd: that
shout half ‘hour after 1 started: work in the yard
at the mill 1 was sent to help another man to: haul
oil: drums of ‘black stuff. 1. asked this man. what
itiwas: He told me:it was: tin.  There was about
a ton of it: We hauled it up into the big hopper;
and: another man landed i, mixed it with the Nor-
thern: stons.: This stuff must have: beén: taken out
of some public crushing or crushings.

When I found out that I was: being made &
party fo robbing the publie, I was going to throw
the work up; but after giving: it careful:thought
T came to the conclusion that it would not:alter
things, as after making “inguiries: quietly of "dif-
ferent men in the street; I was “teld that they
were quite: sure ‘that tin'was  stoleni at all the
mills where  public: ‘stenewas: treated;  although
they did not know how they. were! robbed. ' So I
decided  to: keep: on i working. and’ try and keep
records of all tin that twas stolen out: ‘of public
crushings—that 14, tin' that T handled : myself—
50 that I could spesk with certainty.. I thought if
I can do fhis; when the: time. comes to make:. it
public, as long as I can pive each one on-or about
the aniount of tin that had Leen stolen: out of their

Mr. Theodore.
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Corushings;they “could’ clalmn’ for the momney value
81" that amourft from. the: Great Northern Mine,
o when I decided to. keep. a vecord of all tin
stolen, T started to  watch Leidiman carefully. I

_ ‘obeyed. liis orders and made no comments. T started.
to work  for a purpose..  Altogether 1 worked ¢
the mill three years and four monthe, T Teff thrt
times. altogether. I wish to point out that I lef
the mill  on my own . account.. I was uot dis:
charged. I can swear on oath that I left volun-
tarily, and whon I was leaving the mill Leidiman
came and asked me to stay on. I told him I would
not stay any longer..

JAMES STONE.

P.8.—1 wish to mention this:  Leidiman. told
é that it took 3 tons of tin a fortnight to clear
expenses for mill and mine.  So if we were getting
enough tin out of mine stone . to clear expenses,
the tin that had been’ stoleén out' of public crush-
ings was kept back till it was wanted to help the
Northern stone along.: - And: another thing, 1o,
all the losses I have given to-you I have handled
myself.- I do not know what the other: jiggérman,
Herbert -Evans, shifted except. five: kerosene tins
belonging to Jack Ferris-and party in April,’ 1907.
In: . April,: 1908, when Bradlaugh' Company: had: ‘&
crushing - 'going through the mill, this man  was
night shiff. . When I relieved him: on the second
morning - I found that he had filled' the seconds
sumip - on lower flook with tin belonging. to Brad-
laugh Cowmpany. This is. the man who proposed
to Cocking. sand I that we should see Leidiman
about  getting . comumission on' the tin that was
stolen: out of public crushings.

: JAMES STONE.
This man, whose name is James Stone, kept
records of what happened, and those records
should be valuable evidence if the Minister
for Mines institutes an inguiry into . the
matter. . It is not a light charge that the
man ‘makes, and the man, being aware of
that fact, was most careful in what he aid.
Attached to his letter is: a communication
received from ‘one of his mates, who is also

willing to give evidence in the matter.. That
letter is- as follows:—
; Black Jack;
a 24th April, 1910,

Dear Jim,—1 received your letter last week. We only
get the mail out here once-a week. I am. just writing
to say, Jim, that I can’t tell you any more about the
battery businessthan I told'you ‘when I'was: up’ there.
All'you say inyour letter is quite true:; I.can swedr to
that and more also. I'can back you up in all that you
say.: I shouldlike to'see’ it come to:a case; you have
plenty of evidence and plenty to stand by you; but of
€course you are the prinecipal; a8 you have: all the dates
and amonxts in black and white.” So, old ehap, you can
depend ox nie if it comes to a head.. "Have you had the
general meeting yet P I’ll bet some of the: fellows who
had cruoshings through the mill will be going off «“ pop ”
when they hear of their losses. Ot course you will let
me know how things are going along if it is likely to
come to g case.” I suppose those men who have been
robbed will have to start the ball rolling. How does
old Leidiman take it; did you tell him what you were
going- to do?..I'll bet ke feels a bit uneasy about. it,
although he might try to look ¢omposed:

: W.D. CooKING,
He "evidently thought that an inquiry would
be made into the matter by the Minister.

Hon.  R. PriLp:  That man was three
years doing- that sort of thing.

Mr.. THEODORE: - Yes; " it is a most
difficalt thing to handle. It is very difficult
to judge how much tin there is in the stone.

man can,. of course, get an assay, but in
the : Northern - district, unfortunately,  the
buyer is- the assayer of the storie which is
purchased. . Sometinmes no assay is made, and
the buyer merely makes an - estirnate of the
quantity in the: stone, and when it is crushed
he may ‘be disappointed  with the amount
of tin which it produces.” One mine is taking
- stone from ‘Herberton to. Watsonville, and
although it costs them £1 & ton more: for
cartage, they are getting better resalts than
they did formerly. They did not know then

[ Mr. Theodore.
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that they had such a benefactor as they have
in' the person: of James Stone. : Probably
some inquiry will now be made by the. de-
partment into  this" matber,  and  if  these
charges are proved, the Government may
help the people concerned by establishing a
tate battery in the district.

Hon. R. Pramp: The man was three years
getting evidence.

Mr. THECODORE: Yeés;  he was three
years collecting evidence.  As the hon. gentle-
man’ knows, this is a very serious matter,
and. it would “have been no' use the ‘man
staying there' for three months qnly, if ne
wished  $0 get comprehensive and satisfac-
tory evidence that tin ‘was stolen.. The re-
cord which he kept is' most valuable, as the
entries in’ it were made at the exact time
that the things to which they relate occurred.
There are a good many crushings mentioned

. in the book, but I shall quote only a few—

Mareh, 1907 —~Llaim': - Good Friday.,  Owners:

George Lafond and Tréembath.. Twenty-seven kero-
sené tins of -¢oncentrates were taken out of this
erushing ;- thay were: good. clean. concentrates: I
est.mate o bag to the tin; total 27 bags. Con-
centrates. ‘were put. on. pyrites heap; had loss at
battery tank and . drier.
Sometimes an accident happens and causes
a hole to appear in the drier, through which
the tin trickles.. The manager may be un-
conscious. of what has happened, but still,
every loss which occurs in that way is a
benefit to the battery-owner. It cannot, of
course, be said that such loss to the owne:
of the stone, which means a benefit to the
battery, - is: intentional. - Here: is -another
entry—

June; 1907.—~Good Friday: I estimate 3 tons. of
tin" were. taken out of this crushing; was put on
pyrites heap. -

August, 1907, —Good Friday : Two. and a-half tons
of ‘tin were taken out of this crushing; some. were
put-on: pyrites heap;  and some  were buriéd in
SUMPs.

April; 1908 -—Cood - Friday: - Thirty-one  keérosens
ting ‘were: takeén out:of: this crushing; I .estimate
81 bags: put on pyrites: heap.

Tast crushing, €ood Friday.: T estimate half ton
of tinwa¢ buried “in big sump o lower fHoor. A

“few days after Good: Friday. crushing  was finished

Leidiman came’ to me - and  told me that he. was
going to prt that iron pyrites: through: the plant.
Leidiman emptied the  water off - the: big . sump:
Leiditoan then put this tin  through a sieve into: &
tubi - it was then' emptied into’ kérosene tins by
Leidiman. - Leidiman then told - me  to put: that
rubbish through the plant.” I drew. the engine- =
driver’s (W. D. Cocking) attention to- what Leidi-
man was doing, and I-told Cocking whose tin' it
was. "All' these losses: are independent of batter
tank and tin drier.  Loss, § tons 17 cwt. :

After Good TFriday crushing in June, 1907;: we
had a clean' up about 6th July, 1907. - About eleven
days. after Good Friday crushing. we crushed about
16 tons' of mullock; I guessed it was 10 tons by
the time the stamps were running on it.. We got
55 or 57 bags of tin out of this mullock; these
bags - were branded L.  We did not run down, as
Leidiman put niore mine stone, carrying poor: tin,
behind 'stamps.. - We started plant about 7 o’clock
next morning, and- Leidiman  put- mine . stone
behind stamps as soon as stamps were. dropped; as
we could not regulate plant. I was early morning
shift that' week. There were 6thér concentrates on
pyrites: heap before Good: Friday’s  cconeenirates
were. put there ; the asghes 'were put ~ through
breaker as well. . Leidiman was growling at: liny
Evans . while this crushing  was. going: through.
Tiny: told me that if: Leidiman: forced  Him“ to
lemve he would expose: the tin-stealing.

April, 1908.—Claim:  ‘Bradlaugh. ~Managers My,
Trevenen. - In. April, 1908, a crushing came to:the
mill. - From inquiries I found it: was: supposed fo
be. 200- tons: of stone. . It was divided into three
erushings ;i ‘the  firgt " orushing was supposed to
weigh' 96 fons: of 'stone.  After careful thoueht I
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<came to - the conclusion: that: at the least 6 tons
of tin were stolen out ofi this ‘crushing. “All the
<hokes were: cleaned up and buried under water ‘in
the - sumps: and’ on. the ' pyrites heap. . Leideman
gave me: orders torempty vanner boxes, ag it 'was
all'iron, and:to. keep them down.  He told me to
be careful;-as old" Trevenen was: very cute, so they
were emptied- out.  Theé contents  of top- vanner
were. put. on . pyrites: heap, and: the: contents. of
bottom vanner were emptied ~into  sumps.  They
were emptied’ while Trevenen  was at  dinner. . I
told ' Cocking,: the engine-driver; and’ Cocking used
to keep a lookout for me and let me know when
Trevenen: was coming. I knew this:: That if I was
caught,’ Leidiman  would sacrifice ‘me to ‘save him:
-gelf, ‘and - all ‘my work and scheming would have
gone for mothing. '~After this crushing of-96 tons
was finished we started crushing mine stone. - Then
the tin that was buried in:sumps. was put through
the: ‘grinding  pan:and - first pump,  and so run
through the plant with the Northern: stone.

A few days before we started on the second Brad-
laugh crushing, Leidiman sent Steve Johns, engine:
driver,  and  myself toshovel tailings down the
river. - I 'was ' working- some distance from Steve
Jobns ‘when | Leidiman. came down. the river to me
and said, "I am going to start on the: Brad-
langh again next week;, and I am going to put you
night’ shift,”  He said, ** Trevencn was quite satis-
fied  with his last. orushing; he expected 20 per
cent:, and he got 21 per cent. He then told ‘me
that Trevenen expected 18 per cent. from his next
crushing, and he said the stone ‘was. rich, and it

must be lgept down. to 18 per cont. or under, be-.
cause if it went 20 per cent. or over it would

raise: . 'a terrible row, as the first crushing was
very ‘'rich-—better stone. than the stome about to
go through:
A man cannot accurately estimate the per-
centage of tin in the stone: ' It often happens
that the very best ‘expert will: estimate it ab
less than it actually yields.. The hon, member
knows that.

Hon. R. PaILp: Yes; but I do not believe &
word of this story.

Mr.. THEODORE" Probably the Secretary
for -Mines ‘will ‘not believe it either, but let
him' grant an inquiry, and I shall be only too
glad to help him.

- Hon; R. Pare: You don’t want any more
inquiries—I know- that.

Mr. THEODORE: Yes; I shall give all the
assistance I can, and shall court inguiry into
every matter with which I am concerned.

Hon.' R. Purte: The owners of the stone
should make inquiries. : :

Mr. THEODORE: They . did not know I
was going to bring this up.

= The TREASURER: They were aparently satig:
fied ‘they had not sufficient evidends, or they
would ‘have ‘gone for ‘the Great Northern
themselves.

Mr. THEODORE: Yes: they are satisfed
that they could not prove their case in an
~action against the owners. They

[8.30 p:m.} could not claim for 25 tons or
; Awenty-five bags of tin; but, if
there ig:an inquiry, I an satisfied the Minister
will find that these practices have been going
on.
©The TREASURER: Presumably they have got
all this evidence. . :

Mr. THEODORE: They have this evidence; '

but does: the hon. gentleman think it will be
sufficient to enable them to make a claim
which would entitle them to restitution?
“The Treasuner: I think net.

Hon. R. Pritp: If those statements are
true, they would get seven years in gaol.

Mr. THEODORE: Hero is an extract from
the Z'rindty Temes of 8th January, 1910, which
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gives exactly the same exposition; although
not‘exactly in the same words,” nor does it
give the details—

Theré are many other things I should like to talk
akout comnected with Herberton and its neighbour-
hood,” but. spase  considerations forbid all but a
short finishing-up article in this issue.

The chief matter that calls aloud for mention
and which should be shouted from the house-tops
with never-ending insistence by the member for
the district, ihe local bodies of the distriet, and
the Press of the distriet, is the want: of 'a proper
mill to treat. the public stoune, and then & stop
put to all excmption of mining claims. except for
undoubted cause.

It is true that they have got a mill in Herberton
already; - and’ & first-class’ up-to-date  plant,. too;
capable, it is gaid, of saving up to the-last 1 per
cent. of tin. Bup——

Well, “it s~ quite evident that there is & first-
class case for libel sticking out here.  If I ‘was to
repeat. without reservation what is alieged about
the working of that mill by the man in the street
and the working miner you meet having a drink
on Christmas Eve, there would probably be more
work for the lawyers. There may. be as it is,
for. T simply can’t keep silent when a  glaring
scandal stalks naked and - unashamed round  the
country, and everybody knows it but is afraid to
scotech the thing.. Some jouraalists may be con-
tent to see an evil and not expose it but—unfortu-
nately. for myself, perhaps—I'm: not built - tha
way. ;

Now, as I said,” it is true that there ig a mill
at. Herberton. It is:likewise  true that it will
crush- for the public (at £1 1s. per fom, including
drying and: bagging).. Buf it is also true that the
public: won’t take their  stone to:it. if they' can
possibly help ~doing’ so:: - Last. year' only 150 tons
of “public ‘stons . was crushed ‘st this’ up-fo-date
battery. ;

Thée natural conclusion to corme to' upon reading
this v statement . is’ that  there. is' no: stone ‘round
Herberton to: crush. - That'is what' the' dverage’
reader would deduce; but the average reader would
be wrong:

Incredible ‘as it may seem, working miners, tri-
buaters; and others sctually. send their stone right
past. the hoppers of the Great Northern Battery 8
tiles further on gver a range to Watsonville, there
to be dressed by the poor little antediluvian Bis-
chof* Mill'which is run there by water-power.

Now, miners ars not, as s rule, faddists or ec-
centrics: that they would pay’ another 15s. per ton
carriage on their: ore simply’ for fun. or because
they do: mot like  'some: company or: individual.
There must be some good. and sufficient reason for
their-action. In-other words,” it must pay: or they
would, not “do it

While I was i Herberton a:crushing: of 20 tons

:of ‘stoms went out  of ‘the town right over to: the

Bischoff Mill st Watsonville. " The Great. Northern
Battery was silent when I arrived-in the town, and
only “worked one shift for a few days while I was
there. Tt was not so rushed with husiness that
it “could ‘not have dealt with this crushing.

T naturally inguired why such an’ anomaly should
exist as stone raised locally being packed or carted
over the range to the next fown.: I was informed—
not by one man but by a dozen—that it was quite
ausual thing to see stone: being carted  out of
Herlerton ‘over to the ueighbouring’ town’s: bat-
tery.  The ireason given ig simple ‘and  cén . be
stated in s Dhelf a dozen words.: The miners get a
better return from the Bischo®: Mill than they do
from . the Great Nortbern. :

Not a few isolated cases, but a round dozen were
given to me of ore which went, say; 15 per cent.
at: Herberton going 30 per ceént. at: Watsonville.
Not:the same ord, of dourse, but ore like it; from
the ‘same lode; and  to the ‘ordinary miner’s sye
and gimple tests of exactly the same  charactex:

One ' party's experience (Hobson and Cusack, ¢o

- give thelr names) was that while they were crushing

atithe Great Northern: thiey could never get more
than 12f per cent.  They decided to. try Watson-
ville; and their last return went: 324 per cent. The
Great Northern: people will probably say: that: it
was different stone; but the miners would not allow
me to hint as:mueh.. To  give another instance, &
orushing from: the ‘Archer passed within 20 yards
of the ‘Great Northern's: weighbridge on its road

Mr. Theodore.)
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t0 Watsonville. . Tt went exactly double the per-
centage previously got when that weighbridge was
not. passed.

Novw, all these things are facts which' cannot be

disputed.  Herberton is a far larger. place-than
- Watsonville, . The battery at Herberton is’ valued
at £8,800." It has two 50-h.p. engines, ten: stampers

of “aver 1,100 1b. weight,: six pumping dredges,
eight jiggers ‘and Wilfley " tables, seven: vanmers,
two' concentrating  tables; five  slime tables;. one
grinding - pan,. oune classifier, ten -settling tanks,
one’ tossing tub," elevator;, rock-breaker, ete., all
complete, and it saves practically the whole of the
1netal: contents' of the stone it treats.  The Bis-
choff- Mill isu: little coricern; costing only £2,000.
Yet the one keeps going as long as it can get water
to drive its Pelton. wheel, while the vther ig more
than half its time hung up.

Although the thing is not 5o definitely stated
ag in the other quotations I have made, it is
clearly hinted at; and, if the Great Northern
people resented it; why-did they nhot institute
a: proseeution for libel, ‘because it is libellous
if it'is not true?

Hon. R. PuiLp: Somebody else got a ver-
dict against the Trenity Témes, but. he could
not. get anything out of the paper.

Mr.: THEODORE: Well, they could. ‘seize
the plant.
paper up if: it makes such damaging state-
ments as this. It is not stated that the direc-
tors are aware that this practice is going on,
nor ‘that' the shareholders or even the mana-
ger are aware of it, though it seems hard to
believe that they are. mot aware that it is
going ‘on.” It seems hard to think that the
manager of the milly acting in collusion with
the manager of the mine, should rob public
erushings in order to give the Great Northern
stone & help along.

Hon:" R. PHILP: If 18 not likely.

Mr.. THEODORE: No, 1t is not likely, I
will ‘read a couple more: cases which should
prove interesting to the poor fellows con-
cerned——

Bradlaugh; third crushing :. Three tons of tin were
stolen: out: of this ‘crushing. It was buried in
sumnps: and on pyrites heap. Had loss. at battery
tank: and tin: drier. - Total Toss; 14 tons: tin.

June; . 1908.—Bradlaugh: Mr. Trevenen, manager.
Two-'and a-balf tons were stolen out ‘of this crush:
ing, It was buried under water in suinps on lower
floor.: Had loss at batteéry tank and tin drier:

Bradlsugh; - 1909.~~Four kerosene tins, I esti-
mate three bags of fim; the concentrates were 3
bit- dirty.

I will now take another claim—

February, 1908.—Easter Monday. ' Owners: Gar-
diner and. Loveridge: - Two.and a-balf tons of. tin
were taken out: of this crushing.. It was buried in
sumps and on pyrites heap. When we commenced
to run. down, Gardiner' and Toveridge were in the
mill; supposed to be: looking after: their c¢rushing.
Asg soon as'stamps were hung up, Leidiman came to
me and told me that he wanted: to stop plant in
about three Wours' time.. T told him. we could not
run down ' in' that short time, as there was & lot: of
concentrates - in. both. boxzes. ~He' then ' gaye me
orders to dend all tin over slime tables,- and to
alter: the first and second pipes: on the slime tables.
By altering theése two: pipés the tin: that came over
slime tables would go. to: two sumps and lie: there
under: watér, ‘instead of “being pumped: up and
dressed on” lurig: vanners, as it should have béen.
Teidiman  told ine! to  put Loveridge. at the top
vanuner-box,-and tell him- to take tin out of vanner-
box and feed it on the classifier, and show him how
to: do it.;: The" cther man, Géorge Gardiner, was
set to'clean: the lower vanner-box out and put. it
in‘the No. 1. on. the first: slime fable. TLeidiman
stayed with thiz man so that he could not wander
about the plant and perhaps find things. out.: The
2} tons were buried in sumps; and: someson pyrites
heap. A few duys after this crushing was finished
Leidiman ‘came to me and. gave me orders to put
the iron pyrites through -the  plant. This was
Garditier and Loveridge’s' tin:

. Theod b‘re‘ :
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aftérnoon.. . While I'was putting it through the
plant, Mr, Bonar, the gemeral manager; came down

to the mill; and be stood &t the No. 3 slime table:

Leidiman: went to: Bonar. I watched them both

from. behind. some wooden : steps.”  Leidiman wag

laughing and pointing to the slime tables. I judged.
by his actions and gestures that he was telling

Bonar whose tin: it was and how some of it was

stolen. - I'saw o smile flicker across Bonar’s face.

The tables: were showing about 20 per:cent. 'for tin;

whereas before tin was put through plant the tables

were only. showing about 2 per cent. X forgot to
miention that Leidiman gave me orders to keep the

vanner-boxes down, so that they used to be ¢mptied

every. night.

I will quote another case now the Minister for:
Mines 1« here. He will be very much inter-

ested in the practices that are alleged to be

going on at_Herberton. ' I think the: hon.

gentleman. will. sympathise with the miners

who have been robbed in this' manner when

hé hears the circumstances. I would like him

to pay particular attention to the subject. Tt
i3 a matter of tin that is alleged to be sftolen
from public crushings that have been going

through the Great Northern Mill' at- Herber--
ton... I have quoted cases showing the esti-

mated weight of tin that has been stolen from

the crushings.” I will give the ‘quotation again

for the hon. gentleman’s benefit— .

A few days before we started on the second Brad-
laugh erushing, Leidiman snid to me, “Trevenan wag
quive sati-fled with his last erushing: he exnected 2o
per cent, and he got 21 per cent.’”’: He then told me
that Trevenan expected 18 vey cenk.  from his next
crushing, and he said the stone was rich, and it niust
be kept down to 18 per eent. or under,

I.asked.” him: how. he was' going to reduce it.
He said he did not kKnow yet, but he thought by
the geconds.pump. Hé said he would let me know
later .on.

Eventually: we . started . on second  orushing; . T
went on:shift at 6 pu. till 6 a.mi next morning.
When I had been: on. shift about one hovr Leidiman
came to me ‘and gave me orders to start seconds
pumipabout 11l o’clock “that  night, “orwhen T
thought it was safe. He gave me orders to empty
vanner-boxes during  the night and put the concen-
trates from these boxes through the seconds pump.
About 2 tons of concentrates were pumyped up during
The following night I went on shift
again, and when T had been on shift about one
hour T was stood on the pump floor, when Leidiman

~eame to me and gave me orders to pump up another

box of concentiates; and he told me there was too
mueh tin going to the fintbox. He then gave me
orders to ‘take some tin out of tin-box and empiy
it into: far tin. drier. T asked him how much.
He said; “ Half ton. 2 Tsaid;  Ten Kerosene ting P’
He' said, “Yes’ ' He' then: told me that he had
already  thrown some  conventrates into bottom of
drier so  that it wotld prevent ihe tin from falling
down inte tray or cooler. W, D. Cocking was engine~
driver on’ the same shift as I was om. T told him
about tin being put inte drier; and he saw seconds
pump - working - both - nights. - After  giving the
crushing careful thought, I came to the conclusion
that 4 toms of  tin: was stolen between: seconds
pump and. the tin. that was taken out of tin:box.
This is without counting loss at: drier and battery
tank. - Second crushing; 18 per cent:

The SEoRETARY FOR MINES: What is' the
hon. member quoting’ from?

Mr. THEODORE: T am quoting from notes
that were made by an employee of the Great -
Northern Mill, James Stone. . He started there
in 1908, and he came to the conclusion that tin -
was being systematically stolen from' public
crushings.. He came: to the conclusion that if
he could collect: data enough' to support him
in an inquiry that it would assist. the small
mineowners i hig: district; -and’ this -is" the
evidence he has collected. I have read a long
letter: to-night from'the man, who gave' par-
ticulars of ‘his: method of ‘collecting this data.
He stateg in no uncertain terms that there is
a pernicions practice going on 'at the Flerber-
ton Mill of stealing tin out: of public crushs:
ings.  The tin he claims is being put through
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" with the mine stone-=the stone coming from
the' mine that belongs to the same company
who own ' the mill; ' If the hon. gentleman 18
satisfied ‘that this is' worthy of inquiry-—and
. they- are: most serious charges to make that
tin " is-being stolen—I hope he will allow an
inquiry to: be made under the auspices of the
Mines Department. T can assure him' that
every. assistance will ‘be given him by myself
and-others who ‘are interested in this matter,
and-if he is satisfied that these practices are
going on—that men are being robbed-—and if
he wishes to see the mining industry pros-
perous in that district he will do something to
ielleve it by establishing ‘4 battery at Her:
erton.

The SECRETARY FOR MiNes: The hon. mem-
ber will ‘know' that if ‘thée evidence is com-

plete that the men who are being robbed have’

got their immediate remedy.

Mz THEODORE: Unfortunately, that is
not the case. 'We know very well that while
we have any amount of evidence that certain

practices are being carried on, redress is not -

immediately - available.. If these statements
are true--and their accuracy can be verified
by an® inquiry-——we can be perfectly assured
‘that men are being robbed, but: still it is
quite a different thing to sue the company for
a return of the tin that has been lost: - We may
not be successful in.- that, but we ‘may be
successful- in- assuring. the: hon. gentleman
that these practices are going on.  That should
be all that is sufficient for him to come to the
conclusion that it is-best to establish a battery.
The. ore which iy produced in' the locality is
quite sufficient to- keep an additional battery
going. 'There are more claims being opened
up every day, and there is no doubt that the
suspicion that the men are not geting a fair
return: from: the ‘stone has hindered the de-
velopment of the industry in that place, and
is. one:of the 'causés why the industry is in
such a bad condition to-day.’ There are other
mills that we can trust perfectly well; the
miners themselves place implicit confidencs in
them. I have given these concrete cases, and
I now ask for an inquiry. . If the Minister
thinks thig is of sufficient 1mportance to make
Investigations, I ask him to have an inguiry
made into the matter.

The SEoRETARY For MINms: Will the homn.
member indicate by what method I can do it?

Mr.. THEODORE:  Heo can. appoint  the
warden at-Herberton or the Under. Seeretary
for Mines or. some other official to ‘go thor-
‘oughly into the matter—to go. up to. Herber-
ton, and get these men to come before him
with their statements;  get the claimholders
to give their experiences. . Let him make'a
thorough investigation on the spot, and come
to- & decision as to whether he ‘thinks there
are any grounds whatever for the: suspicions
and the charges that have been made, and if
his decision 1s against the company-—if he
says that there is grave suspicion that these
practices have been going on-—that should be
svélfﬁcienb for the department to take further
steps. Lo

Hon. R. Parr interjected.

Mr. THEODORE: What could the owners

of the stone do? The owners of the stone do
not expect to geb anything out of it now—all
they expect to get out of it is an alteration of
the system. They expect to get a better
means of treating their stone. They are not
satisfied with the Great Northern Battery,
and thevy want another battery from which
they can expcet fair returns from the stone.
They are satisfied that they have heen robbed,
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about it is this:
~was brought up: by ‘my - predecessor;. Mr.
Woods, who sought to have a Governmens
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and that their tin has been stolen.  All they
want now is that in fubure no more stone will
be stolen, ‘and surely that is reasonable. The

“hon. member for Townsville smiles incredu-

lously.

Hon, R. Pu1p: I do not know who they

are.
Mr.: THEODORE: These miners are quite
philosophical.  If the tin is not-stolen at the
batiery, their proc@eds may be stolen some-
where else. They may look at it in. that
philosophical way. If is a most serious charge
to rmake, and it is the first time the charge
has been made. It 1y quite a common rumour
in the North, and I thought it my duty to
ventilate it here: I would not' have men-
tioned it on the Financial Statement: at all,
because I ‘do- not think this'is the time to
mention it~ I warned the Treasurer when we
were discussing the Sessional Orders thai he
could expect this sort of thing.:: This is purely
& departmental matter; and perhaps it should
have been mentioned on' the Estimates; but
no one can properly ventilate these matters in
ten minutes.. 1 hope when the Estimates are
going throiugh the Secretary for Mines  will
give us an . assuratice that an  investigation
will be made.

The SzcrerTany For MiNes: I have en:
deavoured to obtain the information from tiie
hon. ' member by what machinery—under
what machinery—can  the  department hold
such -an inquiry ?

Mr. THEODORXE: - I think' the Minister
could instruct one of his responsible; officers
to. go. to Herberton and set up-an inquiry,
assisted by the mining inspector and warden,
and call theso men; who are perfectly: wil-
ling, to come and give evidence before him:
No doubt the Herberton Mill people; seeing
it is a  charge against their  management
and honesty, will probably come and defend
themselves, ‘and- that officer;  whoever. he
may be—some impartial  officer who has
sufficient knowledge to. come bto & decision
on the matter—will be able to collect suffi-
cient evidence to come to & decision; and he
will be able to advise the Minister whether
the staternents I liave made. are- facts: or
otherwise.

The SECRETARY FOR- MINES: I can sssure
the hon. moember there is no legal machinery
under which an’inguiry could be: held. .

Me. THEODORE : I admit there:is no
legal machinery.  Under the system we have
there can be no redress unless they see tin
being stolen from them—unless they see tin
being taken off ‘the accumulated concentrates
of - the erushing;” they “would have no ocase
whatever—there 15" not . sufficient evidence
toenable them to sue for compensation or
damages. 1 am quite well aware of ‘thag,
but T would like to see an investigation—
an informal investigation if you'like—cer-
tainly mnot & legal investigation——just a
departmental inquiry into the matter for the
sake of the industry, not for the sake of any
particular individual. I claim: that this:is
one of the causes that has left the industry
in such a state. If the ‘men-could get a
proper return from the stone; no- doubt it
would lead to further development.

The SEoRETARY TOR Mines:  Havo parcels
of stone been sent to the mills for ‘assay?

Mr. THEODORE: The: unfortunate park
The ‘question  of “assays

Mr. Theodore.]
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assay ~office  established, "so- that the men
could ‘get an” unbiassed assay without any
waste ‘of time.

The SECRETARY FOR Mines: The hon. mem-
ber is ‘aware that I made it possible  for
eévery mining  district to  have parcels. ¢f
stone assayed.

Mr. THEODORE: Yes; but it is very
inconvenient - getting tog®ther - & parcel of
stone and sending it to Charters Towers for
assay.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES:
to the warden.

Mr. THEODORE: Yes;  but the warden
does not do the assaying-—he has to send the
stone to Charters Towers, which causes delay.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Order, order!
Under Sessional Order; I call upon the hon.
member to resume his seat.

My LESINA (Clermont): . I regret- very
much- that the operation of the . Standing
Order; about which we heard so much during
the' last week or two, has had the effect of
cutting. short  our eloquence on a subject
such: as this,” which is entrancingly interest-
ing.- I listened spell-bound to the revela-
tions ‘made by the hon. member in regard
to the matter referred to, and probably the
man- who collected: the data. which the non.
member used will be looked upon by some of
those  persons as a public benefactor.. We
have. different ideas as to what a public
benefactor is, and I must confess that my
conception of ‘a public benefactor is not a
man who for three years has acted the part
of a thief in a battery for the purpose of
getting certain information. I do not think
the moral sense of the community will be
flattered by the fact that we have in our
midst - men - who are prepared to "do’ that

It is delivercd

kind of thing-~men  who are prepared to act

the part of informer. ~Possibly if the matter
were: inquired "into, it would be a mere de-
partmental inquiry—possibly it would not go
beyond that stage; as we generally find that
the evidence taken at inquiries is carefully
shelved.  Six months or a year afterwards
we find 3 or 4 inches of dust on them, and
after twenty years or so they are taken out
and burnt.: I do not think this is the way
to: expose a matter: of that kind--I-do not
think that is- the proper method to- adopt.
I “think better methods are open to those
who “care to take them: for the purpose: of
preventing. dishonesty on the part of any
particular  person, and “in- this  particular
case I do not think the right action has
been - taken. - Certainly the hon. member
has pointed out the mine—he has taken the
responsibility of publishing the name of the
battery, and certain other matters. I darz
say. if- a newspaper - published  information
of that kind the men concerned would take
action. But a newspaper may libel ‘a man,
and he may have no possible chance, even
if he vindicates his own' character, of get-
ting: any. satisfaction.  He may be merely
a man of straw, and his printing press may
be some hand-shaky piece of machinery noé
worth taking away.” That is an aspect of the
question that has to be taken into considera-
tion. - I think the proper way is' to take
these complaints to. the department. I do
not: think: there iy any need for them to be
published in this' Chamber at all.” You have
e fair man in charge of the department:
You can go to. the Minister and lay the
evidence before him, ‘and; if he’ refuses to
act, you can impeach him on the Hoor of

[ﬂlr.; T heodore.
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the House. - I think that is the way to do
it. " If the fossickers in:the Clermont  district
were: ill-treated, I would go to the depart-
meunt’ immediately about-it, and, if T could
get no- satisfaction: there; T would ventilate
it on the floor of this House, and; if T could
get  someone to assist' me: to make the case
stronger, all the better.  However, I do not
desire to waste my time on a matter: that is
entirely foreign to a discussion on the Finan-
cial Statement. . The Treasurer, in moving
the vote—during recent years: it -has been
castomary for the Treasurer, in making the
Financial Statement, to move that there: be
granted towards the services of His Majosty
for the year /1910-11 'a sum not exceeding
£300, to defray the salary of the aide-de-
camp to His Excellency the Governor.. That
is the first item we have to pass; and I think
that - in . the - discussion . of the
[9p.am.] finances a little ‘more attention
should be given to the guberna-
torial establishment. Personally, I am op-
posed to it, and would vote for its abolition
1f “opportunity - offered. - The promise was
made- in pre-federation days that we wors
to have the abolition of the gubernatorial
office, the cutting down of the strength- of
State. Parliaments, and the reduction of °
State expenditure in half a dozen directions.
Mr. RYLaND: . The abolition of the Upper
House.

My, LESINA: And the abolition of  the
Upper House. That was one of the reasons
why a great many people voted in favour of
federation; but none of those promises have
been, honoured: - I ‘voted against federation
because I believed it would lead to further
expenditure and heavier taxation; but, if the

"promises then made had been carried out, my

opinions' woéuld  have  had. to undergo . a

- change. Instead of expenditure decreasing, it

has been increasing; and instead ‘of having
one National Parliament  we have seven Par-
liaments with seven sets of Legislatures. =T
think the time: is' ripe: for members of State
Parliaments to seriously consider the advisa-
bility of cutting down expenditure in-connec-
tion with their establishments.  In Table €1
find that ‘during the last ten years the guber-
natorial establishment - has- cost’ Queensland
£50,000—which would have built a decent rail-
way into an ‘agricultural district. - And what
have we. got for it? I find  that there is
£80,000 down this year for a new Government
House; and I notice under  the heading
‘“ Executive and Legislative” the expenditure
in ¢onnection with the Governor’s household
is increasing every year. I think. that mems-
bers who believe in the principle of economy
should make an effort to reduce the expenses.
of these establishments. I . am prepared to
take that stand and. give my vote in that
direction. I am inclined to think that a good
deal’ of the hostility to the Federal Govern-
mient and to the Federal system as a whole
is due to the irritation consequent on the fact
that the expenses, instead of being reduced;
are being increased: Our national expendi-
ture is rapidly mounting up, and we are mak-
ing- no provision for the time when; of neces-
sity, we shall have a smaller revenue and per-
haps larger - demands " up it I think salso
that before federation we were assured that
our- Agent-General would be dispensed with.
The ¢ost of the' Agent-Cleneral’s establishment
is” woing up every year, and an attempt.  is
beine - made to. fasten for all’ time on’ the

" people. of the State an expensive system: of

government  which will  continue ~until. the
crack of doom. The Agent-General’s: Depart-
ment is down this year for £13,374, which is
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an: increase . on- the amount voted last year,
which was an increase on the vote of the year
before.

"The TREASURER: £5,000 of that is in con-
nection: with immigration—advertising.

Mr. LESINA: That might be very well
undertaken in connection with ' the High
Commissioner's Office.  We have now a High
Commissioner, who represents the whole of
Australia, and it appears to me that we could
‘get rid of these Agents-General and save con-
siderable sums of money. As it is; there is a
strong feeling growing up in favour: of main-
taining the supremacy of the various States;
and there i3 a tendency to: build up Govern-
ments which, if not entirely hostile to the
Federal (Government. are' prepared to. stick
out for rights which belong o' the National
Government. At the recent Federal elections
their wings were clipped to some extent. I
take the Australian view that the Federal
Parliament is the National Parliament, and
that its powers should be extended until by
and by every little Queenslander, Victorian,
and all the rest of them will recognise the
Federal = Government as his: Government:
That is why I believe an attempt should be
‘made to cut down the expense of all the State
‘Governments. I think the army of highly-
paid State Governors, Agents-General; Minis-
ters, and other high-salaried functionaries of
the State should be got rid of, ‘and that as
soon ‘as possible. And; if necessary, an attempt
should ‘be made to take the opinion of the
people on the matter, by means of a national
referendum, as to whether they are prepared
to: dispense with those expensive State func:
tionaries.  While we have expenses growing
in the Federal arena, the expenses are grow-
ing likewise in our: State arena. The expenses
‘are ‘growing . &t both ends, ‘and the: timeis
rapidly’ approaching  when the. Australian
‘citizen will be the most highly taxed: in the
civilised world. I'say that an attempt should
be made to curb that tendency before it be-
-comes too strong. - Some time ago a table was
published setting forth the salaries paid: to
Ministers in’ South Africa, where they pay
the Priige Minister £4,000; and it is just as
well to know the facts in connection with the
salaries of Australian Federal Ministers, who
are paid £12,000 a year. This is in addition
to. their pay: as members of Parliament. For
instance, a Minister with a portfolio gets £400
@, year in addition to his salary as'a Minister,
while a ‘Minister without a portfolio receives
£600. 5, year.  The Federal Prime: Minister,
Mr.. Fisher;  receives. £2,400 'a year. ' Then

there are 3ix other Ministers who draw £1,700,

three honorary: Ministers ‘who ‘draw : £1,200
each, and: the balance’ of  £700. goesto: the
““Whips? of the party.  (Laughter.) There
are also allowances paid to~ these metmbers.
There is now a demand: for allowances: for
current expenditure;  and  even last .year a
further demand arose for: travelling and: inci-
dental allowances. T point out that whilst this
expenditure is growing in connection with the
Federal salaries, a similar growth is notice-
able in connection with our: State function:
That is why I believe that a:halt should: be
~“ualled before it grows too big to bear. I do
not know whether the Preasursr has made a
note of the fact, but it was thoroughly under-
stood that when we federated that a free and
unrestricted trade was to  exist within the
boundaries of the Commonwealth, that the
State debts ‘were to be: taken over by the
Commonwealth, the interest bill reduced, and
the State Legislatures reduced to what they
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should be, purely local governing bodies; to
legistate: for local requirements.of a purely
provincial character.. But® so far. as inter-
state freetrade Is concerned; that has not
been realised by ‘any means yet.. Differential
wharfage rates and dual control of quarantine
practically prevents interstate freetrade from
being practised with most beneficial results
throughout the Commonwealth to-day. Vet
Mr.. Knibbs, the Commonwealth Statistician,
who deals with this rmatteér very exhaustively
in- all the: volumes which he has published,
states that the expenditure: of the State Go-
vernments  has increased ‘since federation by
nearly  £5,000,000 per year, whilst  the  in:
creaged cost of running the: State Parliaments
alone has inereased by /£27,000 per year more
than it was before the establishment of the
Commonwealth. All 'this  has ‘taken place,
mark you, although: the' Commonwealth has
taken over three departments’ which used to
be run by the States before at  'a: cost of
£3,000,000 a year. By the financial tables we
find that the Giovernment of Queensland are
pursuing the samie - dangerous: path. Instead
of curtailing their ‘expenditure, as they: have
been warned to do by Mr. Knibbs in the
volumes he has published, the expenditure has
been: piling up, and we are going headlong
for:destruction: on precisely - the same. track.
We are making no attempt whatever to turn
aside and stem: the torrent of expenditure that
is going on, but the time must come, sooner
or later, when ‘we will have to cry < Halt!”
Porhaps the failure of a season will be the
first indication, and the ory: will be to ‘“ Stand
from. under!’’ If ‘not, then this expenditure
will increase until the burden will become too
great for the backs of the people: who live in
this. sparsely-populated State, and they: will
be unable to bear it.. We find from Knibbs
that not only has the expenditure increased,
but it has increased to a much greater extent
than the increase in population. Now, there
is one thing we- should be careful to guard
against; and that is to see that our expendi-
ture does not grow faster than our population.
What has been done to check this expendi-
ture?  Absolutely mnothing has been done for
the last four or five years. In response to the
clamant demands made from all sides of the
House—membars belonging to all sides of the
House are included; and none are.exempted—
the Government has rashly expended in. many
directions money which might well have been
conserved for other’ purposes which’ will later
on need it. T have no:objection to. the ex:
penditure in connection’ with our railways. T
believe: that the (Government deserve every

~eredit for: the - vigorous ~expenditure  which

characterises. their occupancy of ‘office in the
matter of railway extension. ' That has been
necessary; and is yet necessary, and will prob-
ably become more. necessarv as time' passes
and population “increases;  What they need
to: do ‘in that connection is to extend their
railways beyond the bouridaries of settlement
=40 go ahead of settlement, and not wait until
settlement takes place and then' construct the
railways in & tardy -and  indolent “kind ' of
fashion, after many battles have been: fought
by the settlers against surrounding difficulties.
I understand that only two: out of the whole
of the States have reduced the cost of their
‘Agent-General’s establishment in London. In
spite of that; we find that the increase in the
cost of the Agents-General’s offices in . Tondon
since - federation. amounts  to -over  £10,000.
Has the promise that was made to the people
before federation been realised in that connec-
tion?  We were told - in ' the pre-foderation

Mr. Lesina.] =
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days that; as'soon as federation was' consum-~

miated; these  little’ functionaries’ in: London
would e got rid of. I kinow I heard-the
arpument frequently used: that it was an ab-
gurdity - that “there should: be six Agents-
General; with their six little offices in London,
and it 'was looked upon as a crowning stupidity
on -the system of provincial government as
practised . in' the Commonwealth of Australia.
The people were asked to arise as patriobic
Australians and wipe out these six anomalies.
Has it been: done?.- The six little: Agents-
General are still there representing their six
little' States, and a Commonwealth High Com-
missioner has been appointed on top of them;
and we are told by Knibbs that the cost of
the: States’ Agents-General -has increased by
£10,000 & year since: federation.  To that ex:
tent the promises made to the people of Aus-
tralia: have been: broken. Is there any pros-
pect of it being realised at all? Is there any
prospect of this House rising patriotically and
doing its duty in this regard, and setting an
example to the other States? T do not suppose
we will ever find the six Litfle Premiers, with
their six little Ministyies and their six litils
Parliaments—(laughter)—giving = up = their
“sovereign rights as States; and allowing us
to have one pgraud Commonwealth Govern:
ment; with ‘one’ prominent Australian  senti:
ment throughout the whole of ‘this great con-
tinent.” - That ‘1s. what © I believe we ' should
have.
OprosiTIoN MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

My, LESINA: Then, again; we have, under
our preseat Constitution, six soversign States;
each’ differing’ from’ the "other, and we have
got: superimposed and ‘ornamented on' them
a - Governor, with ' two - Houses of = Legisla~
ture, ‘and’ all the pomp and frippery of obso-
lete pariiamentary’ customis. - All* this, again,
is superimposed ‘upon by’ 4 Governor-General,
a Federal Ministry, a Senate; a: House of Re-
pressntatives; and: s Federal High -~ Court,
which  has power overthe decrees  of the
Federal Parliament  if -any: legislation = sub-
mitted to it is found to  conflict with the
PFederal” Constitution: in" any particular. I
would:like to know if there is any country on
God's - earth, with' “only: a population - of

- 5,000,000 people;,. who wonld—for very long,
anyhow~continue- under. such. a
government? . Can we long endure it? The
time must come when it must stop, and thab
time:is- rapidly . ripening ‘now. - Although it
is rapidly- ripening, we are. dozing, buf the
Australian people will some day say that they
will no longer suffer these things. We have
six-separate States, each with separate systeins
of taxation.. We have six separate systems of
administration, ‘and " six  sepatate railway
systems.

M. Ferrioks: And six different gauges:
Mr. LESINA: And six different  gauges,

whereas we should have one national railway

policy for the whole of Australia.
- Mr: Forsvymz:i . That
Labour party.

My LESINA: It i3 not the fault of the
Queensland Laboui party, as they: have dif-

fered from the other States in that respect.

While some ‘members of the Labour party in
_ the other Btates were inclined to favour the
provincial Parliaments; yet the Queensland
Labour varty bolievs, as I'do; that the ulti:
matbe desting of Australia is to be represented
by ons Parliament, which will represent the
> of the people, and the Siate Parlia-

- Lesina.
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ments will exist merely_ a3 local ‘governing:
bodies; - with local provineial work to:carry
out—— .

Mr. Ferricks: That is what their Stand-
ing Orders aim’ ab,

Mr. LESINA : Yes; and that is' why I
voted for those Standing Orders. (Laughter.)
I did it because I want to bring nearer thre
time whern - our State Parliaments will be
reduced. to  provincial = bodies, - exercising
grandiose -municipal functions.. Sir George
Dibbs made. a. remarkable prophecy some
years before federation. He did not know
what we know to-day, that the powers of the
States and Federal High Court overlap and
circumscribe. the  powers  of - the  Common-
wealth, = which - should  be :supreme. ' Sir
George Dibbs, the New' South  Wales Pre-
mier, in: 1894 prophesied that; under the
proposed = Federal  Constitution, the New
South Wales Legislative Council and Assem-
bly would be more numerous bodies than the
Senate and House of Representatives of all
Australia, and whilst the best men would
certainly aim at obtaining seats in the Feds.
ral Parliament, the State Parliaments would
be: harnded over to men of inferior ability,
who, in such numbers, and with such powers
a3 are reserved to the States, would always
be ‘giving trouble. This prophecy is being
abundantly fulfilled. The members of the
TLiower: Houses of the Australian Parliaments
are more numerous than the members of the
Federal ‘Parliament: sitting: in: Melbourne,
and: the Houses are filled ‘with men: of in-
ferior ability, exercising. powers: which ‘only
tend to irrifate ‘Australians having national
aspirations:. Even the Labour party in New
South, Wales are aiming at- belittling. the
great- Australian Parliament. :

An Hoxoumraptr Memser:. The Labour

party here are rot doing that.

Mr. LESINA: No; the Labour party”
here have taken a broader and more national
view of the matter;  they have:been so: ill-
treated: in this® Parliament that they look
with: hopefulness to the Federal Parliament,
as the representative of the whole of Aus-
tralia,  doing ifs. ubtmost to ‘advance the
interests- of - Australia: But, as I say, that
prophecy of Sir- George: Dibbs: has been
abundantly fulfilled, not only in New South
Wales but’ in' many other Australian States:
Some mention has been made of the borrow-
ing of money by the States.  What control
have the Commonwealth: of “Australia® over
the ‘expenditire of loan money by the Aus-
tralian States? Absolutely noné. 'The States
can borrow -and ‘spend as they choose, ind.
the . Commonwealth ' cannot " interfere, but
the time is rapidly ripening when the Aus-
tralian Parliament; on behalf of the Aus-
tralian people, will haveto exercisea rational
and seasonable control over the expenditure
of borrowed money by State: Governments..
Our public debts still continue'to grow, ind
ouir - interest: bill  continues' to sccumulate.
We pay a larger suni per head of populas
tion - for: interest than any ‘other! Btate im
Australia: .

Hon. 'R.. 'Pume:: The money has besn
spent on reproductive works.

Mre LESINAG - Certainly- much  of - our
borrowed ‘morey has been’ spent on’ repro-
ductive works:  About 67 per cent. has bsen
spent on- railways; which, although' they do
not ‘pay ona bookkeeping: system, yet tay
the State by incressing the revenue that we
derive from: our lands and our miwues: Per’
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se, the railways have lost millions of pounds
to the :State, ‘though' during the last  few
years® they have shown on paper a: smail
profit every year. 'We have to pay from tis
consolidated revenue every year a large sum
of “money to ‘make our -railways . solvent.
With: vegard ‘to our borrowing, you have
only to refer to Knibbs, and*you will find
that the national debts of ‘the Australian
States are increasing veéry rapidly.

Hon. R. Pume: You got a railway out
of it.. What have you got to complain about?
(Laughter.)

My, LESINA : At page 838 Knibbs says—
~Duving the elglit Years: petween:30th June; 1901, and
'30th June, 1909, the public debt of the States increased

oy £48:255,268, ov ut the vate of £6.700,000 pey annum.,

Theamount of ‘debentures: comprised in the tolal debt
dirainished by £12.542,001 during the period.while the
amountheld asinseribed stockinereased by £52,499,781,
and ds Treasury bills:by £8,597,558.

Hon: R. Pmmp: All for public:works.

Myr. LESINA: "Mostly for: public: works.
1 do not growl so much -about that; -but I
contend that there i a necessity for:extend-
ing the funictions of the Federal Parliament,

80 that they can exercise’ dontrol: over the

~loan-mongering policy  of i the States. A
present we are going rapidly ahead with our
loan expenditure.. During the last few years
T believe 'New South Wales has :addad
£10.000,000 to her loan indebtedness.  Then
there iy no Federal control over the railway
system.

Mr. Forsyra: Why should there be?

Mr. LESINA: I want to point out one or
two reasons why they should be under Fede-
ral® control: At present ‘& harmful ‘and
severe-competition takes place between the
railway systems of neighbouring States.-

The SECRE_TARY ‘FOR PUBLIC, LANDS: " That
does not exist.

“Mr, LESINA 1t does: exist.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC. LANDS: There
is: no. competition between: States. .

Mr. LESINA : . There is a divided systeni

of. control, anyhow.  L:should: like to see the
whole of our:railways. under-the-control - nf
the  Federal: Parliament.

The ' SECRETARY - FOR- PUBLIC ' INSTRUCIION 1
I hope they. never will.be.under: Federal
control.

Mri LESINA : The hon. gentleman places
his faith with that parochial timidity that. is
- characteristic of the shopkeeping class in the
~legislation of ithe local .Parliament. —Sir
George: Dibbs estimated ' in 1894 . that
£1,500,000 - would  be : saved Victoria - and
: New: South Wales on two .items alone by

unification of the States. These items betag
the proper adjustment of rates 1n respect
of the border railway traffic, the re-es ish-
ment of the stock traffic, and the sav i
interest by combining the debts:we are
tified in assuming: that djustment
railway rateés for all the St owould: effect
-3 much greater saving. The debits in con-
nection with our r sh
“hined and federalised. |
~the saving in interest might.
our deficits, and produce.a.
/T know that the Commonwealt
“have power to deal with Stat
.whether railway deb
do.:not. know.
An Hovoprapir Mpevsen: All debts.
Mr. LESINA: If we do federalise the
~railway debts, that will mean a unification of
ailway systems, and I .:do not: think
~any:State: will stiffer: by ‘the. railways being

Parliament
] ebts, but
s.will come under that
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spositively..certain ds impossible.
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placed ‘under the control of “the “Fedscal
Government. - Queensland: railways are run.-
ata- considerable annual loss, and under
those circumstances we: should be very .glad
to: hand over our railways to the Federal
Parliament. We have to make up out-of
revenue every - year some ' thousands . of
pounds’ deficiency in"the earnings. of ovr
railways:
Mr. RyLanD 1 £108,000.

My LESINA : In some years it has heon
more’ than $£108,000.  Only. during the last
few' years ‘have we had an- actual surplus
after all charges have been met. ~Yet Sir
William  MacGregor: pointed’ out——

The SECRETARY " FOR RAILWAYS : - That was
an’ error.

My, LESINA: If it was an error,: it
should be corrected; because that error witl
be credited in the old country.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : ' Instead of
£900,000 being earned: for interest, Sir Wil-
liam MacGregor said interest; expenses, and
£900,000. :

Mr. LESINA: Every year the railways
show. a small ‘profit of - £80,000;, £80,000; or
£100,000. -

The SECRETARY TOR RATLWAYS + As a matior
of ifact; Sir - William - MacGregor . 'said
£900;000.

Mr.. LESENA: I think: there would: be.a
great reduction iniinterest by the' consolida-
tion of ithe  rallway “debts  of . the ' States.
According to figures published by the: Com-

“umonwealth Statistician, the: public. indebted-

ness-of the ' six federated States  is ' aboub
£250,000,000, an increass of ‘about £48,000,000;
since federation. The total amount is steadily

increasing; and: more  than - one-
[9.30' p.m.] half the  public ‘debts  of ~Aus-

tralia. fall "due  within the next
fifteen years. - The consolidation of the debts
-would.enable the Commonwealth to borrow. at
a -reduced: rate—though  borrowing: at: all. is
unnecessary—and. it has: been  estimated . by
financial . authorities that: in. this “and - other
réspects the savings by:Australian. unity would
be fully. £6,000,000. a year, or enough in thirty-
six ‘years . to  blot -outthe: national debt of
Australia.  That ds: well.worth working for,"

.and.if it can.be achieved through the national

Parliament, I am preparod to support a move-
it can.-be

Thers is:no
Another point that I would:like
to make to buttress my argument: is: this:
With a unifisd. Commonwealth all national

~heads of income and expenditure  would be

transferred to 'the Commonwealth Govern-

.ment, and fthe powers of provincial adminis-
. trations, that would take the place: of .State
. Governments,
~stricted to purely local affairs; such as:main-
. tenance of .inferior courts of justice, control
-of municipal, shire, or county ‘councils, local
~administration of police, education; hospitals,
~charities; mining and agriculture; roads and
- bridges, whilst they would retain the benefits

would be consecuently  re-

of existing public works, the capifal cost of

~which would be taken over by the Common-
~wealth. That appears to me to be the ulti:
. mate outcome. I believe that small provincial
. Parliaments exercising inferior nowers,. leav-

ing high questions to.the Commonwealth Par-
Hament, would have the efféct of developing
8 goneration of municipal statesmen in Ans-
tralia, who would initiate municinal legisla-
tion as far-reaching in its beneficial results as

Mr. Lesina.)
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what they have in operation in'some parts of
Tngland and: Scotland.: At present. we are
cursed by unrecessary Legislatures. <If we re-
tain the present babel of Legislatures, then the
varions  State Parliaments ~will continue: to
enact o multitade of laws ' to justify  their
existerice: I shall give some figures to show
the' ‘differenice’ between the Commonwealth
and’ State Parliaments.. The Commonwealth
has 1 Governor, 9 Ministers, 36 senators, 75
representatives, and: 1 High Commissioner.
The States have 6 Governors, 45 Ministers,
197 Legislalive Councillors, - 854 - representa-
tives, and 6 Agounts-General.  The cost of the
Commonwealth: Parliament is £190,000 per
arinum, ‘and the cost of the State Parliaments
is' £326,477 per annum. The High Commis-
sioner gets, I think, £3,000 a year.
Hon. R. Prre: £5,000.

Mr. LESINA : The State Agents-General get
£36,000 per annurm, and the State Governors
get, in round’ Agures, about £30,000 a year.
Now, how long is this farce going to:be main-
tained by the people of ' Australia once  they
begin to talk about 14?7 I venture to say that
these figures; taken from official sources, when
put: before democratic audiences will, in the
next four or five years, rouse such a. demand
for a reduction in the State Parliaments and
gubernatorial and Agents-General expenditure
as will compel the Liegislatures of the various
States to recognise and accede to the urgent
demand of the people.” Fancy spending nearly
£327,000 per annum on these - little: tinpot
State Parliaments, while the great National
Parliament - of Australia only costs £190,000
per annum /.’ B

An Orpostrion MeMsER: And six little Pre-
miers.

Mr. LESINA: Yes; six little Promiers; and
the six little Ministries who gravitate round
them; and the six little tinpot Agents-Gerneral;
with their little courts and officers! Hon: mem-

bers who: have:.been. speaking for the last few

hours have proved to. the: hilt there is un-
necessary expenditure.  No ' wonder we ' are
about the heaviest taxed people in’'Australia,
that our national debt is the highest per head,
with the exception of Western Australia, that
o our-interest bill is the highest, and that we
pay the lowest wages to workers in' Australia.
The Government put forward a glittering pros-
pectus in the shape of this Financial State-
ment, but they cannct get away from the fact
that the earnings of the men and-the women
employed in shops and factories are about the
lowest paid in Australia.

The SECRETARY FOR- PUBLic: LANDS:
security is the best.: :

Mre  LERSINA: Every man who  borrows
claims’ that his security is ‘good. I do ot
belong to the ‘““stinking fish partyv.”: I do not
believe in decrying - Australia. . I. only ' wish
. to ery.down these petiifogging mercantile poli-
ticians, who look at the affairs of the nation
. from: precigely the same point’.of view as they
Ipok at their shops: - The figures which I have
- gquoted . are’ exclusive of several thousands of
potinds - spent - in- gubernatorial’ expenses. - If
hon. members look wt the Hstimates this year,
. they: will, find that we ‘are spending on the
gubernatorial ‘establishment about as much as
we spent. under the Dickson: régime in: pre-
foderation dayy.  We got it down to £1,400,
and now it 1s-up to £1,800 again:
Mz, Ferrioks: Yes, Philp is:ih power
a:g&in. N B E B e N R

[Mr. Lesina.
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~things that the High Court has done during
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Mr. LESINA: It may-be: due to the fact
that ‘the “senior member  for  Townsville is
practically in power again, though I do not.
know. that it is fair to lay. the whole blame
on: the hon, member’s shoulders. But it is a
significant fact that, despite the years we have:
had federation and the saving weshould iave
effected in that tire, this State is on: the
broad road to uncontrolled expenditure; and
the first rainless sedson we have there will
be a cutting down of expenditure to the bone:
in“every direction and in the number of meén:
employed, ard there will' be another ‘* Black
Wednesday”’ for the public servants. I cer-
tainly: believe a great deal of work still re-
mains: before the time is ripe for a change in
the: State - Parliaments, but we must prepare
the way for that change. . We must not look
at the matter in a little, selfish way. We must
not ‘say: to each:other, ‘“We do not care to
apply the guillotine to’ ourselves.: We do not
desire to commit-political felo de¢ se. - We do
not  want' to wipe out this Parliament.” T
would not:care t6 do'it; but I ask hon: mem-
bers to-prepare for the time when the electors:
will decide- only - to veturn candidates who will
vote for the abolition of the State Parliaments:
a3 they ‘are:to-day. Ag the 'powérs of the
Commonwealth: Parliament increase; as: they
must; the powers of  the State Parliaments
will: diminish until’ we “are’ reduced to. the
exercise of purely municipal functions. Inthe
performance. of  those functions we can 'do’a
great deal of good for Australia. I have in-
dicated some - directions 'in" which 'we ‘can do
good. work: - One of the directions: it “which
we ought to be able to ‘do some good: iy im
strengthening the hands of the Federal Par-
lizment: so as to make the will of the people
paramount over all influences, whether it iy
the influence originating in. a: hostile pro-
vinoial: Legislature led by a” Wade or-a
Kidston,  or whether it originates in'any other
institution under the mgis of the State.  The
Federal "High = Court, for ' instance;  has re:
peatedly during: the last three or four yvears
shown  itself ‘hostile to democratic: legislation:
It is ‘doing in Australia what ths Supreme:
Court has' been doing for many years in the
United States—it is practically paralysing the
sfforts of demovracy to help itself.

Mr. O’Svrrivan:: There is no-Labour party
in’ America to clip them as we are going to

0:

*Mr. LESINA: I am not referring now to
something . entirely new.  On - page. 294 of
Hansard for 1899, speaking on the Australian
Federation Enabling Bill; T pointed out some
of ‘the objections.I had to the Federal Con-
stitution at. that time, and in:regard: to my
thirteenth ohjection I used thess words—

I am oppos. - to the Bill beeause: it makes a non-
elective: irrespansible, irremovahle: Sireveme 'Cotirt the
master of the Constitution; the Parlinment; the people,
Australian  liverties,  and > Anstralian’ destinies. aud
reniders: possible the odious: Anierican system of ““go-
ve-nment by injunction:”

Then I went on to explain what I meant, and
Now, here are four

the past few years to justify the warning I
gave ten years ago: First, an attempt was
made by the Labour party in the Federal
Parliament to give'a legal sbatus to the union
The High Court declared it uncon-
stitutional. " Then, again, certain anti-trust
legislation passed by the Federal Parliament
was thrown out by t‘fle High Court. Then an
attempt. was' made to apply the Arbitration
Act to State public servants; and we had very
oxcellent reasons to suppose that such an’ Act

\
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would have applied very beneficially to public
servants, when we had the casé of the railway
strike in Victoria under the-Irvine Govern-
ment, and the way they were treated by that
Government. - That ‘was found to be worthless
under the decision given by the High Court.
Again, the Labour party in the Federal Par-
liament determined to give to the emiployees
engaged . in the  protected  industries some
share” of the benefits of tho new protection.
That was declared to be unconstitutional:

. Mr. RYrAND: The same applies to the sugar
industry;

Mr. LESINA: That is ancther point made
by the hon. member for Gympie.  These are
five points in which the Federal High Court
has proved itself to be somewhat in the posi-
tion of the Supreme Court of America.. Every
time some piece of democratic legislation is
brought to the test; they always discover some
rusty,” musty; forgotten - clause in the Con-
stitution; under which they have declared this
particular - piece: of . legislation ' unconstitu-
tional.

My O’SvrLivan:. Or: ultra vires.

Mr.: LESINA » Or wltra vires; or-invalid,
Thess ‘are  points ‘which “indicate = that the
people i “Australia, “who ‘depend :upon: the
Federal Parliament for the passage of those
large reforms which are now. demanded, and
which ‘eventually they will get through that
Parligment; must not: be laid aside from the
‘consideration of those important: matters by
the; ‘comparatively speaking, small troubles
which.occupy - the attention of  provincial
Logislatures. :

My ‘RYLAND 1nterjected.

My LESINA ¢ That is the difficulty in ‘con-
nection: with' the written Constitution.: The
written Constitution beécomes an'idol.. They
fall down ‘and worship it; and venerate it.

Mr. RYLAND : They can amend it

Mr. LESINA': That is the danger in con-
nection . with: a written | Constitution. ~ The
interpretation of - it is left to a- number of
legal gentlemen who ‘are above the Parlia-
ment. Practically the Federal High Court is
above the Crown—above the King, above the
Governor-General, above  the. Cabinet, and
above: the Senate. Tt is above the House of
Representatives, - it is. above 'the "people- of
Australia; and it is distinctly undemocratic.
I objected to- its constitution fromi: the very
first. It may be demdcratic. in a sense’ cer-
tainly a: democratic: Government can give'it. a
democratic complexion if they care to do so—
that is animportant thing: 1fthe High Couct
wrests the meaning of the Constitution; and
declares invalid ‘and unconstitutional legisia-
tion intended for the benefit of the workers;
then it appears to mis:that the duty of Aus-
tralia iz to call wpon the Government to take
‘action to democratise 1t as much as possible,
and: then that opens the door to political pre-
ference and favouritism, and ‘the whole sys-
tom’ breaks down eventually. [ do 1ot know
how the difficulty is to be got at, but that
stich ‘a difficulty exists iy apparent to the
mind of every man. I do not desire to oc-
cupy any more time in connection with the
Financial Statement. Personally, it is grati-
fying to me, as I dare say it is to most mem-
bers of this: House, to affirm that the seasons
have been prosperous, that the wealth pro-
duction has gone on amazingly, that the
wealth per head of the community is increased
that population has increased, that our .deat"f{
vate has fallen, and our birth rate has risen—

gl these. indicate  solid progress of the com-
munity. “All I am prépared to ask for, so far
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as I am personally concerned, is a larger mea-
sure of tﬁis abundant prosperity for the people
who have worked for it, and it appears to me
that ‘even these provincial Legislatures can do
that if they go the right way about it. Wages
boards have been tried, and have done some
good in ‘g limited number of cases; but only
in: the case  of ~organised workers, just as
under: arbitration, the deaisions of the Federal
courts:have benefited the aristocracy of labour,
the best organised and: wealthiest unions: in
the Commonwealth. ' But the great mass o
uniorganised workers look for consideration to
be: given ' to their claims; and their claims
should ' be considered fairly. by members: of
the Chamber. "~ We find that rents have gone
up - amazingly, the cost' of work ~is very
much higher than for many years past, and
everywhere we go. we hear complaints about
it.. We hear the same ¢omplaints: in  New
South Wales.  How many minutes have I'got?

The " ACTING 'CHAIRMAN: The lon.
member has got ten minutes.

Mr. LESINA': I want to point out thab
these complaints I hear about Brisbane, aboub
the increase in rents and prices and the cost.
of living. generally, are parallel in New South
Wales.. It is the same in Néw Zealand. I
have" noticed . that. from ' domimunications I
have: got from’ Mr. Tregear, and the sarme
thing is-apparent: right throughout Australia.
This is & prepared statement presented to the
Unskilled- Liabourers’ Board sitting in Sydney.
Alderman W. P. Fitzgerald; of the City Coun-
¢il; prepared this statement.  He is a man of
considerable experience 'in' the- retail “grocery
trade, and he points out that the fortnightly
bill for grogeries for an average family of five:
persons -has inereased fully 25 per cent. during
the' past - five years. The following are the
principal items' of ‘every-day general use con-
tained ~in" Alderman’ Fitzgerald’s statement;
showing the difference in prices in the years:
1905 ‘and 1910
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25 1o, flour ...

4 1. rice

2.1b. sago

2 1b. tapioca: .

Packet cornflour

1'1b. mustard

2 1b eurrants

21b. dates

+1b.cocoa il
Rottle Holbrook’s skuce
I'pint vinegar

7 1. salt

2:dozen vestas

4:1b. salt salmon :
1.tin salmon T
1:tin herrings: and towmato sauce
I bottle pickles:: R R
T:tinjam

Brooms

I packet starch

1 tin wilk

1'1b. lemon peel
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1:1b:bacon i
1 packet arrowroot
1 tin golden syrup:.i;
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On ' Alderman Fitzgerald’s staternént;  the
fortnightly. account ‘of the average working
man’s family works out at nearly 25 per cent.
increase, as compared with the prices for the-
same guality goods in 1905, and I venture to-
say that a similar statement might be made-
here just as truly with regard to the working
man’s fortnightly or weekly needs in Brisbana..
Mr. O’SULLIVAN: In fach, more so.

Mr. Lesina.]
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;-own boot-straps.

dupply.

‘Mr. LESINA: In-fact; more 'so. . Any
workman will say, I cannot live as well now
as I did a few years ago. I am paying 4s.'a
weslk increase in groceries alone; rents have
gone. up,-and. I am worse off: than I was
Yefore.”” - I'spoke to the grocer’s man. I said,
¢ How is it you  fellows have put up the
prices ?” He said they were not only not mak-
ing . any more profit, but that they were not
making as much as they used to-make. Some-
body is lying. The profit is going somewhere.
There must_be a third man in the game:. :In
this game: the third man is going to rise.the
winner evety time.  He i the ground land-
Tord. . (Hear, hear!) He is going to come in
and scoop. both' the - employer: and: the em-
ployee, and this third person: in-the game’is
going t0 rise with the profit:all the time.

Mr. Ryraxp: He plays the doiible-headed
penny.. -

Mr. - LESINA: Plays the . double:headed
penny, as the hon. member for Gympie says,
every: time; and  the hon.” mermber has ‘had
long experience in ‘that: - (Liaughter.) A pre-
cigely similar state of ‘things existy in New
Zealand; according to'a communication I have
here from Mr. ‘Tregear.’ I have not time to
read 1,  but if any Hon. member wants to
read it it is worth reading. It deals with the
high dost of living in New Zealand.. He gave
me a copy of it when I was coming away, and
it contalns a statement of the facts as they
have ocourred to me in a long experience in
dealing” with the labour departments in Aus-
tralia.  Despite the fact that they passed a
heap of Labour legislation which benefits the
worker, raises their wages, and improves their
conditions. in many regards, the prices have
increased to such an extent that they are prac-

tically unable to live as well as they did prior.”

to this-class legislation. © He said in. Welling-
ton slone one-third of a man’s wages goes in
rent=—a man getting £250 a year: cannot get
a-decent cottage to live in: under £1-10s. 3
week. - Thése are significant facts. It is an
indication to’ people engaged in reform’ legis-
lation—wupon which we: differ ‘amongst: our-
selves: slightly at times—our ‘work is largely

‘indicated: by the position of a man attempting

to lift-himself over ‘a fence by pulling ‘on his
That is the only illustration
that comes to my. mind. " You raise wages and
the prices immediately” go. up, and rent goes
up in addition, and the worker is practically
ay he was before. ' I say, in' conclusion, that
these facts—hurriedly referred to-~indicate the
lines we should adopt. in the future. Every
person in this Chamber should take an active
interest in the rates of wages ‘and the condi-
tion of the workers generally, and I say no
legislation for. improving the condition of tlie
workers will have any value while the ground
man is Teft to' exploit both labour and capital,
a3 he does to-day.

Mr. FERRICKS {(Bowen): T want to make

& few remarks ‘in relation to:the agricultural

industry, vas I realise, under the Sessional
Orders now existing, it is necessary for mem-
hers on this side to specialise, in that members

helonging to the mining constituencies must -

devots. their limited. time to mining matters,
and’ ‘members. representng. farming  constitu-
engies. must: apply themselves to: the interests
nf the agricultural districts: “Why: I wish:to
sav something regarding the agricultural in-
dustry. Is, that I realise that beyond the few
speakers there. will be on: this question: from
+this side; of ‘theHlouse: the agricultural: in-
dustrv:-on:this:-financial discussion - is'in- for.a
~very short shrift, in that those hon. members

v[ﬂ[r. Lesina.
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on the. other side of the House who' purport
to be representing farming constituencies have
so blindly’ submitted to the application of the
“gag’ that it will not-be possible for them
to ventilate  those grievances of the country
and farming districts; or, if they.do 5o, they
might follow on the lines of the hon. member
for Murilla; who made a most excellent spesch
from the Opposition point of view, and thereby
incurred ‘the  wrath, or at.least the harsh
glances; of some hon. members occupying the
Treasury benches. I want to draw the atten-
tion of those hon. members on the other side
of ‘the House who have blossomed out as
members - of . the Parliamentary = Farmers’
Union, - I want to ask them what will be
their attitude when the guestion’ of the huge
increases to the Under Secretaries in the public
setvice comes-up for discussion?  What atti-
tude: will they take in regard to the amount
on: the Hstimates of £30,000 for the erection
of ‘a4 Hew Government House?

The - Tressurenr: - Where  is. that on: the
Estimates ?

My - FERRICKS: An amount 'is: on:the
Estimates for: that purpose.. Will they have
anything to say in regardito the amount: of
£4,000. which has been spent on:ternporary
repairs: to-the present Government Houss?
And in-a dozen and. one other ways, what
attitude will those hon: members adopt? T
contend. if they do not ventilate the needs
and interests of this great industry, they are
by no means representatives, and in:this con-

~mection: I would: like to corroborate in part

a statement’ which has. been made’  in’ this
Chamber  regarding - the  administration ‘of
that department; and in doing so, I want it
understood that for the moment I will Teave
the: Secretary: for: Agriculture; as Ministor,
out of the question. : Whatever criticisms I
have to make of ‘him or his department. will
be made on the: Hstimates in detail. ~If there
is “one’industry v or one ‘department  that
should not be bracketed with another in its
Ministerial ‘head; ‘that :department  is the
Agricultural Department. . I do not agrée
with: the opinion expressed by ‘the: senior
member for Townsville, that we should have
two more  Ministers: appointed—-one for the
Department - of -Agriculture:and. one for the
Department. of | Stock—but 1 do contend that
there: should: be: another: Minister ‘appointed
to this' portfolio of - Agriculture and  Stock;
or:-clse. the: present - Minister should: be ré--
lieved of :the: other office which he now holds.
I'know the reason why that appointment has
not been made—the House knows it and:the
country: knows..it. "~ It: is: because there are
too ‘many aspirants for the positiony: and, if
this -state of  affairs continues,- T submit it
might be.  possible. for. the  Cabinet to re:
arrange: it- without ‘definitely hurting. them:
selves in: the eyes of "any one of those as:

" pirants—that is to say, separate the Depart:

ment of - Agriculture from:the Department of
Railways. - ~There are’ half: a  dozen other
departments. which: could' be- bracketed : {o-
gether with ' infinite more advantage: to: the
country and to the respective industries. It
is-'a very unwise  policy to- have two such
important. departments . as the railways and
agriculture bracketed together. I want to
make passing reference to thesugar industry:
It is’ a. very important branch ‘of the great
agricultural industry, but it occupies a very
modest place in thé Financial Statement, and
might I suggest: to the Treasurer that in
making: future reference. to this question he
might . .make - his. remarks  in-a little less
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,j:umbled phraseology.
what T mean, I will quote half a dozen
words: He says—

The deficiency in raw sugar amounted to 16 514 tons
compared with the preceding year, and if this be caleu~
dated at the low rate of £10 a'ton, the industry 1ost for

that year £165,140, which went to foreivii ¢ountries.

Asan - instance  of

That'is but ambiguously worded: It implies
that the amount of money that went out of
Queensland last year for the purchase of
black-grown sugar was only £165,140, where-
as that was the increased deficiency over the
amount sent out the previous year; and, as
a matter of fact, the amount sent out last
year for the purchase of black-grown sugar
was, in round figures, £1,000,000.

Mr. CorsEr: A good deal of that was ex-
ported under bond. i ‘

Mr. FERRICKS: That is a thing we can-

not get at. We can only get at the difference
between the consumption and production; and
that amounts, roughly, to £1,000,000.. The
question has also been raised about the un-
patriotic ‘attitude shown by the Government
in -relation. to the agitation  for

[10 p.m.] the establishnient of more central
mills; and I think it is time the
‘Government changed its tactics, or its policy,
1n this direction.  There is no gainsaying the
faet that if there is to be any justice done to
the North by the development of that splendid
district. it-is. by the establishment of central
~mills; and while' this short-sighted policy is
pursued by the Government we ‘cannot under-
stand how they can be. sincere in their' desire
to develop’ this country.  If they continue on
these lines, the only conclusion we can: come
to is that they have no desire to develop the
Nortir - while doing - everything - they can to
develop: the South in order to: further the
interests: of the Brisbane Ministry.  Let me
refer to an incident that occurred last night.
While: the senior member for Townsville was
speaking I interjected, *‘ Give us the opinion
of Mr. Barlow,”" and the hon. ' gentleman
asked what had the opinion of Mr. Barlow to
do with it.- I can only give what Mr. Barlow
said to a deputation that waited on him when
he was running the nine departments. It was
4 deputation that waited on him:and asked for
& railway in the Gulf country.  The senior
member for Townsville wag present. and in
support of his argument said the. Government
of the day had not given the North a square
deal. - Then My, Barlow, as reported in the
Qourier—the fusion Bible- yeplied; *“Perhaps
i is the fault of the North. They have not
treated the Government very well.” “There
is only one deduction to be drawn from that,
but last night the senior member for Towns-

- ville waived it aside as if it had no application. -

I had no desire to put any application to it
beyond the words of Mr. Barlow himself.. He
was then in the responsible position of being
dictator of the Government. I know nothing
about Cabinet secrets: but it is evident that
he has dictated to such an extent that he has
got a lift in Parliament House for his own
-convenience. e :

will be allowed to use it

Mr. FERRICKS: I will not do so. When
T am unable to go up half a dozen steps T will
ratire.
went out of his way to sermonise me for
Thaving; as he said, inferjected impertinently
and unreasonably. ' I have not waited for him
to b%l Oabsent while referring to this; but
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while I would have preferred him to be pre-
sent, - I 'am not going to consider his' con-
venience while- he is elsewhere. I resent the
imputation and the presumption of the hon.
member in sermonising me. I was not sent
here by my constituents to_be dictated to, or
fermonised, by any discredited political dere-
ict:

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
There is no man so- much: respected: in' this
House.

GoverNMENT MEemMBERS: Hear; hear!

Mr. FERRICKS: He shiould  show: some
respect to other mermbers. ‘I was sent here to
falSe my voice in ventilating the interests of
the North, and I want no sermoniging by the
senior member for Townsville 'or any other
member sitting on'that side;

The SECRETARY, FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
He is certainly not a political dereliot.

Mr. FERRICKS: Let him. apply his powers
as a-sermoniser to his puppet, the Chief Secre-
tary; . or let him’ turn to-his:left; where he
will find. any. amount of opportunity. for ser-
monisinig some of his most abject followers on
the back Government benches.” I contend that
his sermon. was & reflection on the Chairman,
because it I had- interjeécted. impertinently, or
in-any undue degree, you would have called
me to order.. . That you did not do so is
evidence that: I did not transgress.  If there
is one man my constituents do not want me
to kowtow. to it is the ‘senior member for
Townsville—they did ‘not . send me: here' to
ingratiate myself with: him.  If there is one
district where the people have the ‘best of
redgons: for understanding the evils - of  the
Philp' régime . it. is- the district of Bowen,
They sent me  here with a free voice and
vote; and I will use that voice and vote any
timeé I see inhuman- abuse.. That ‘question I
will refer to again. It wag the wages paid in
privately-owned mills: as compared with" the
wages. paid in central mills. - The Treasurer
came - forward with a - tabulated statement
showing the ~wages paid in the Proserpine
Central Mill:: I ask any member if during
that discussion I made any reference to the
wages. paid  in = central mills. I: did not,
except to compare them. with the wages paid
in" privately-owned ' mills. The: reference T
made was to the advantage of the Govern-
ment: -~ mills; . The = Treasurer’s  statement
showed that the  lowest  wages paid in. the
Proserpine Central : Mill - were £2:3s. 9d. a
week ; and I contended that the recompeunse
in' the privately-owned ‘mills 'in the North
totalled from '£15s: in wages and about 9s.
in keep,  That is equal to £1 14s.a week; and
if: the privately-owned ‘mills ‘can only afford
to pay - £1 14s: a week, while the Government
central mills can pay £2 8s..9d. a week, or
thereabouts; ‘as a minimum, it is ‘one-of the:
hest arguments in favour of State enterprise.
I would also ask those people who take upon
themselves to criticise wus in: thig connection
to remember that in the privately-owned mills -
in the North they employ coloured labour; and
if they could do with only coloured labour
they would not have a white man within 50
miles of their mills. Tt was a very proper
question put by the Minister: for- Customs
when he asked them why ‘they did: not show
the genuinensess: of their inclination to. prac-
tise the white Australia policy by dispensing
with coloured labour.  There was no answer
to the question.. While they employ all thas
colours of the rainbow in" their mills; it s
evident that they have 1o desire to sub-.:
scribe to the :policy ‘of a white Australia.

Mr. Ferricks}.
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There is another aspect of this question, and
£1at. eis what do the wages paid in the hpn—
vately-owned . mills. amount to?  The ; ?n.
member for. Musgrave  took me-to tasi\l or
making references to a sugar-mill in the Mus-
grave: district; but he was very careful to rls:;y
nothing about the question. of wages. de
senior: member - for Townsville last nlghg ad-
snitted that the rate was £1 5s.a wlllveek't oraz;.
full shift, although he contended that 1_t waé
& shift of ten hours, while I said that '111 w
twelve hours. I contended: that the mil L was
yun for. twenty-four hours with two shlﬁ Sfm
that time, and if there is an easing o tgr
the men to have their meals at any time ¢ e
other men have' to. do. their work, and vx;hen
those who have their meals go on agaemf]lI ey
have to-do the work of the others to-make up.
That is the case in the Northern dlstmchs,fas
it is admitted by the senior member tﬁg
Townsville. . What is the case in the Souh <
We saw in the Courier the other day & a.h
there was a big strike in the Maryboroug
sugar factory, where the hours are similar to
those worked in the North. The hours tlglere
are stated to be ten and a-half hours per day.
As 4 matter of fact, they work five full shifts
of twelve hours each, and they knock off (;Lt
4 o’clock on Saturday afternoon.: They do
not get rations at the Maryborough sug@é{
factory, and these able-bodied men are pai
the magnificent wage of 5s. 6d. per: day. A(i-
cepting the contention that they only work
shifts of ten  and a-half hours each; that mieans
that they 'get 6d.. an ‘hour gach; vylthout
rations.: I ask the Premier, when he is next
talking about the prosperity of Queensland,
to remember that they have men working . in
the Maryborough  sugar - factory for 6d. an
hour, ‘without food. = Well, these men- struck
for better conditions. . They asked: for 7s. a
day: ‘What was ‘done?- :The factory: -locked
thein out, and their places were given to other
men; and the wages were increased to 6s.” per
day-—a ‘most miserable  rate;. you will agree
with me. ~Although it is contended that the
men only work ten and a-half hours, they are
really occupied there for twelve hours a day,
so that; when they get their 6d. an hour, they
earnit. . In some places I know: they have
to work for thirteen hoursa day: In my own
district, in the Burdekin, the men on the night
shift have to come on again at 8 o’clock in
the morning. " I have worked in a shift in a
sugar-mill; and I know what it is, but I have
never been asked to'comé on again at 8 o’clock
in the morning. I worked in the' Government
mill; and I was not asked to' come on befora
12 o’clock next day, but in'a private-owned
mill they had to.come back at 8 o’clock next
morning, . When we consider that the sugar
industry is” worth '£1,000,000- to the State; T
say that these men are not getting a just deal.
The Treasurer has a great deal to say about
" the central mill ~system. I believe in the
central mill system myself, but I will not say
that it has not got, any abuses, and I venture
to say that the. Treasurer, before this session
is; over, will see that members on this side
will find" an opportunity for discussing the
grievances. we have in. connection. with the
sugar industry. - T have grievances fo discuss,

not only in connection with the Proserpine -

Mill in. my. own distriet, but also in- connec-
tion: with the Mount Bauple mill, in connec-
tion: with. which I have a most crushing. in-
dictment against  the ~management: and the
agcommodation supplied there. T will give
these in detail later on; as we hive mot got
an opportunity  during  this  debate. I was

[Mr. Ferricks.
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rather amused to.see the olive branch held
over: to:us by members on'the other side of
the House: A week ago we had the junior
member for Brisbane North: asking us to be
reasonable;” and come  half-way in the trans-
action” of ‘public business. Then we had the
senior. member: for Townsville last night
preaching: the  spirit’ of = “sweet reasonable-
ness,”” saying: that we were good fellows, and.
thatthose on the Government side ‘were not
such. bad: fellows after all. ' I might mention
that this party is not likely to: adopt any tone
of ** sweet reasonableness’’ as- presched by
those two sterling demiocrats, the Junior mem-
ber for: Brisbane North and the senior méni.
ber for Townsville. - When' the time comes
for the: Labour party to join hands with hon:
gentlemen: opposite;  then will it be: time for
the shades of white labour in’Queensland to
look ‘down ‘on'us with scorn, because we. will
earn it.  When that time comes, which'T am
sure it never will, then every member on this
side will be absent from the Labour party. I
want to make a short reference to a matter
which I will not be able to refer to on the
Estimates, because time will not permit of it
Some time ago I made a fow remarks with
regard to the representation of the aericuls
tural industry in this Chamber, and T was
answered by the hon. member for Wide Bay
the same night. I took no exception to his
remarks, because we agree to disagree. But
after that night there has been a great silence
on-the part of the people representing agri-
cultural constituencies in this Chamber. The
members ‘reprosenting farming constituencios
have ‘maintained an oyster-like silence; “and
the only: two. who got up to speak about the
agricultural " industry  happened to' be  two
middlemen.. One of 'the assertions made by
one of these gentlemen was 'in regard to my
comments on. & question of land value taxa-
tion, when he' said that the landowners of the
country  were “already taxed by the shire
council tax; that they were to be taxed by the
Federal land tax, and we wanted to put on g
State land tax as. well.  The hon. gentleman
who made that: assertion was Mr. Macartney,
the hon.. member for Brisbane North; and I
ask him; or anyone else, if they think that
the shire council tax is paid in like degree by
the land monopolist and by the general user
of the land. " By no means. " If Mr. Macartney
had ever been out of Queen street, - Brisbane;
he. would. know that none of the land mono.
polists pay as much as the genuine users of
the land.  The genuine user of the land is
rated at. the ‘minimum rate; while the land
monopolist is valued in the aggregate, and he
might have 100 small pieces of land aggre-
gated in one area.  That has been my. experi«
ence, and' I have found also that the land
monopolist dominates the shire cotnoil (Hear,
hear!) He runs the shire souncil ;" he actually
appoints the shire valustor; and in several die
tricts T have seen the shire valuator, who is also
theshire clerk and shire inspector, playing into
the hands’ of theé land monopolist.  The big
landowner “does: not. bother: about attending
any: meetings of: the council.. Whenever he ’
wants anything done in his own locality in
connection with the: roads; he just gets the
work done himself, and at the next meeting
of the board his action is confirmed. He gets
a benefit in the valuation, and he gets a pre-
fererice. over those who have the small areas.

Mr. Corsgr: What districts are those? ,
Mr: FERRICKS : The Bowen. Proserpine,

and Kennedy districts, and the district Tept
sented: by the hon. member for Woothak
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In:all those ‘districts I have seen differens

tiation between the valuation placed on land
held by monopolists and land in small areas
by genuine producers. For that reason, and
others; we on this side advocate the imposi-
tion ‘of land value taxation. Hon. members
opposite who have been returned as repye-
sentatives of farming districts are, I main-
tain, here under false pretences, when they
oppose that principle. They advance no
reason for opposing a land value tax, but
simply say, “1 am opposed to a land tax in
any shape or form.” [ can only account for
their presence in this Chamber by the fact
that their constituents did not understand
the virtucs of land value taxation and the
great beneft that such g tax would be to
them. But the time is coming, indeed it
came at the last Kederal election, when the
people realised the benefits that a land tax
would be to them and to all small land-
owners and users of the land.  The time will
also come when hon. members opposite who
do not raise their voices in this Chamber in
furtherance of the agricultural industry, or
in support of ‘the claims of country districis,
will be called upon to ‘explain why they are
opposed to & land value tax. - Those ion. mem-
bers ‘are the last remnantsof a Scotchy conser-
vatism, 3 stodgy and obstinate conservatism,
which has ‘been: annihilated in every othor.
part of the Commonwealth. - Those members
willalso have to explain why they sit behind
and unblushingly, ‘and blindly;: and: silently
support a. Government: which: 1s: here’ in the
interest of the middlemen and the merchants
of Brisbane; why they submit. to: the dicta-
- tion of & Government which is not concernad
about the interests of Queensland as a whole;
and why they guietly and tamely submit. tc
centralisation measures being rammed down
their throats. - T refer to the Redistribution
of  Seats Bill and other measures in the: in-
terest of the metropolis and-against the boss
interest: of - the producers of  the. State. T
know it is. realised in ‘this: House, as it is
realised  outside  the House,  that. there is
going to be a very great change: in political
affairs: in’ Queensland in-the nesr future.
When that great change comes; the fusionists,
or: adhesionists, will ‘not  eseape from:  the
avalanche of outraged democracy, which will
swoop down upon them and their followers.
They are beginning to hedge now, but 't is
too late. The people know that the Govern-
ment are being brought to book, and when
members opposite go to the country at the
next election they will find that there 1s a
~surprise in store for them, particularly in
the metropolitan area, the suburban, and the
farming districts in the south-east of Queens-

land. We hope to have an opportunity be-

fore the next election of putting our policy
before the ecuntry. and I believe the people
will compel the members of the recently
created farmers’ udion to aet up to its
grandiloquent name. They have formed a
union on the lines I enunciated in my speech
on the Address In Reply, when I said they
met in caucus and passed formal resolutions;
got reports of their meetings telegraphed tc
country newspapers, so that their consti-
tuents, when they see that their representa-
tives had attended a farmers’ union caucus,
would think they were all richt. But what

do those gentlemen do when they come into

the House? In the report of the last meet-
ing of the parliamentary farmers’ union,
which appeared in the Courier, it was stated
that they had discussed several measures
which had been brought forward by the
Government, and that after considerable de-
bate it was decided to take mno action. It
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was decided that they should blindly follow
the Government, which: is. heré in the in-
terests of the middlemen of Brisbane. That
is the way those hon. members serve the
agricultural ‘industry. = That is going under
false pretences, and deceiving’ their' consti-
tuents who have sent them here for a specific
purpose.. 'When those members ' who now sub-
mit to the autocratic tule of ‘the Premisr
again go before their constituents; they. will
hear more about these things than they have
heard in the past, and when that time comes;
I venture to say, it will 'be found: that an
avalanche is awaiting ‘a few of them. I
wish now to make a protfest against the
petty treatment that is meted out to North
Queensiand by the ' present  Queen-street
Ministry. We are told in +the Financial
Statement that they have a genuine desire
to:settle people ‘on the land:

Mr. LenwoN i All make-believe;

Mr. . FERRICKS: I agree with the hon.
member; it is all nonsense. I was never
more - convineed: of ‘that fact than T was
within the last few weeks. Recently sixteen
new settlers  up our way went on the land,
and those settlors cannot get even a railway
siding’ to - accommodate  their - traffic.  In
another part.of the district the caile farmers
are asked to. cart their cane 8, 10,12, and
even 14 miles to s central sugar-mill, which
is:not working: up-to. ibs" full capacity. For
tunately it is now, owing to'a change in the
management, doing: better than it did in {he
past;: but:the most the Government will do
to: envourage those farmers to put a larger
ares” under sugar-cane is to promise that in
the space of two' or three years they: may
consider their requirements. Again, we have
a ‘greatly increasing trade at Bowen.  Wo
have a jetty there about three-quarters of ‘a
mile" long, and we have sugar trains, coal

brains, and meat trains running up
[10.30p.m.Jand :down that jetty; a number

of workmen 'also: have to 2o up
and down the jetty in the course of their day’s
work: - It is a bit dangerous for men to walk
along’ it; as the jetty is not much wider than
the actual train width. There is no guarantee
:c.)ft_sa,fety for their passage up and down the
letty. :
. The House resumed.” The Acrive: CHATR-
MAN reported: progress, and the Committee
obtained leave to sit again to-morrow.

ORDER OF BUSINESS.
The PREMIER said: I beg to move--

“That, unless the House otherwise orders; Government
business do take precedence of all other business: at
3 0’clock p.m, on Thursday in each week:

Mr. COYNE: 1T rise to a point of ordeér.
You will remember, Sir; that earlier in the
day, when you read out ‘this mnotice of
motion, there was no response from  the
Premier, and no permission  was obtained
from the House to refer it to a later hour
of the day. I claim; therefore, that, in ac-
cordance with the practice of the Houss,
fresh leave 15 necessary before: the motion
can come -on.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : The Premier
is quite in order in proceeding as he’ is
doing. The Government have the ‘absoliite
right, under the Btanding Orders; to arrange
their business ‘as they think  fit; and the’
first Order having been disposed” of; the"
next Government business-on the paper must~
then be called. : i

Mr. Coyne] -
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The PREMIER: T just wish to explain’  &ery important questions on the business

to. hon. members: why I move this motion:
We have been a long time in- session now,
and we have not done very much practical
business,  although we are” working off the
usual preliminaries. ‘
My, RYLAND ¢ Are you getting the machine
ready?

The PREMIER: Yes; we are getting the
machine ‘ready. "We are firing" up./ I am
doing this for the convenience of hon: mem-
bets on both sides.. We:have had a good deal
of 'what we call Thursday afternoon’ disciis-
sion so far; and, instead of mesting four
days a week, I think it will be better, while
we - are discussing - the  Hstimates, to take
Thursday afternoon for. that purpose. By
the time we' get through with the Mstimates

we- shall beable: 6. see how the business is.

progressing ;- and, if there is a prospect, we
may restore the Thursday afternoon: for pri-
vate business.  In'the meantime, I think 1¢
will be more convenient if we take the Esti-
mates for two days a week while this: dis-
cussionis- on. Unless 'we ' take Thursday
afternoon,
Statement two days a:week, and I have no
intention of giving any half-days for nothing,
ag. it were. ~If we are going to:grant a cer-
tain number of days; we ought to take whole
days. for: the ‘Hstimates; and I move this
because I believe it will facilitate our get-
ting to. the real work of the session sooner:
We have a lot of:important work to do;
and; -although we ‘may differ regarding de-
tails—regarding. important: details, it may
be—gtill “hon.  members' recognise that ' that
business  should be' dealt with.: It will:be

more convenient: for hon. members to give:

the Government Thursday afternoon. while
the Estimates are under discussion than' to
meet four days a week. -We shall need the
extra time. I 'suppose that later on we shall
have to meet four days a week; but in the
meantime 1 move this; believing that it will
be more convenient to members on both'sides

to: take Government business for some little

time  for ‘thé whole three days. a week.
hope: the House will ‘agree to the motion:
Mr. BOWMAN: I am: opposed to this
motion. - It is - just  another effort on ‘the
pars of the Premier to- deprive members of
a right that has been theirs for many years.
I think the hon.' gentleman has' curtailed

our rights too much already by the Sessional

Orders he has passed.. He has told us'that
< his object is to give two days’ disclssion to
the Estimates each  week to facilitate busi-
ness.
The PremiEr: I hope to be able to . do
“that. . Of course, we may not manage it, bus
that is the idea.

Mr.” BOWMAN:: Up to the present we -

have had three afterroons for private busi-
ness. Now, no hon: member will ‘dispute
that - last Thursday - was  profitably - spernt.
There ‘were two Bills passed’ through: both
the second-reading and. Committee stages—
the Bill introduced by the junior member for
Brisbane North, ‘and’ that introduced by the
hon.: member for Mitchell.
for ' the Premier to move such' a motion af
such an edrly stage of the session.:” The hon:
gentleman tells - us that, if things go on as
satisfactorily as he: would: like, he may re-
store it; but we have no’ definite "assurance
from. him’ that-he is going to restore it. - I
might remind: the  Premier that there have
been some’ very good: discussions and: some

very. good Bills passed by private members
There are. some:

on . Thursday ‘afternoons.

[Hon. W. Kddston.

we ‘can only ‘discuss the Financial:.

“during the whole of that discussion.

It is: unusual

paper  at ‘the’ present time.  There is one
in the name of the hon: member for Maranoa
with reference to the better working of the
Agricultural Bank,  which “should give rise
to a very profitable ‘discyssion.

The. PrEMIER:  Much: better get the dis-
cussion on the Bill itself:

Mr.. BOWMAN : But we have-no assurance
that there iz a Bill. - What I object to in the
motion is that: the Premier comes down a few
weeks after the" session commsnces, and seeks
to deprive. members of one of the few oppor-
tunities: wie have of bringing matters of pri-
vate importance before the House. 'I“am no
more anxious ‘than’ the hon. ' gentleman to
meet four days a week; but; if he finds that
his busigess is 50 pressing that it necessitates
taking “another ‘day, then it is his duty to
meet four days a week, and not deprive memi-
bers of ‘the: opportunity to_ do the business
they wish: to'bring: before the House. I do
not: think there has been any. prolonged dis-
cussion on’any matter that has yet been before
the :House. ~On the Address in Reply,- with:

few exceptions; the debate was not excessive

<the average was less than an hour per man
That' is
what we are allowed even under the new Ses-
sional - Orders.’  While 'some membery have
taken; an hour on the Finarcial Statement—
and two have exceeded  the hour--one: has
been under the hour,; so that no complaint
can-beé urged by the Premier as to time being
wasted.” We have asked for some considerable
time, and it was the intention of this party to
bring - forward . a: Bill' in ‘'connection = with
Trades Disputes.. I do not know whether the
hon. gentleman got wind of it or not, but I
am satisfied if this motion is carried—--

The Premier: It would not have made any
difference. ’

Mr, BOWMAN: I do not suppose it would,
but: we wanted to: know. whether  the hon.
gentleman is as sincere now 'as ‘when he. last
contested ‘the election; when he placed it in
the Rockhampton programme. At a deputa- -
tion that recently waited on him; he: told us
that the only cause was want of time—that he
had’ too: many: medsures to: introduce, too
great a programme for the session. We were
anxious: as: an’ Opposition: to have that Bill
introduced - as 'a private -Bill—that ‘was our
only. hope  of ' testing - the :opinion  of "this
House~and; even the hon. member for Towns-
ville, who up.to last election had his party on
a different programmie to what the leader of

" the Government had, and the Labour party

—the three parties were agreed that that Bill
should be. introduced.  We are to be deprived
of : that: opportunity, and for other business
that is on the sheet at the present. time,
simply because the Premier thinks the busi-
ness is hot progressing as speedily as he would
like. I, for one, object to our time being
taken away, particularly at this stage of the
session. ‘Had it been the end of October; or
the beginning of November, as has been’ the
case when: the Government asked for: more
time in. the past, little objection would have
been taken.  But here we have the Premier,
in the early part of September, seeking to
déprive us of this right. I, for one; am going
to object to it: and I hope that the objection .
will be given' voice to- by each man sitting
behind ‘'mé to-night.

The Premizr: - Ts that an instruction?

Mr.  BOWMAN : It is not an instruction.

The hon. gentléman wants to wipe out many
of the privileges which the Opposition has
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got, and he has done that by forcing the new
Sessional Orders through; and he still further
geeks” to deprive us of a right that we are
entitled to—that he once enjoyed and onse
protected when he was sitting 1 Opposition.
It evidently makes all the difference when a
man is sitting on the front Treasury bench,
but I do not think we should sit calmly by
and: allow: himto: take it without a fight
being put up to-resist it.. Therefore, I am
going to- oppose. the motion,

Mr. HAMILTON  (Gregory)s I do’ nob
know whether: the Premier feels very strong
on' this, to ‘use his own:. ‘term, but I think
he is rather hasty in doming forward at ihis
early period of the session and seeking to do
away with private members’ day. I do nct
think there has ‘ever been "a. Premier in
Queensland who has: done-as much to stifle
criticism of his administration as the present
Chief : Secretary. If we look back. for. the
past five years, and see how the Hstimates
have beén gagged: and guillotined -through,
we see that all eriticism has been stifled by
the hon. gentleman; and he has gone further
in: the new Sessional Orders. As far 'as
private members’ day is concerned; the Op-
position always have fought for ‘that right.
We know that many discussions have been
initiated on private members’ day which
have had a beneficial result, and many Acts
now on the statutes were initiated on privats
members’ day. There are many important
‘private motions down on the business:papsr
this session—one by the hon. member ior
Maranoa  dealing with the Agricultural
Bank, one by the hon. member for Cairns,
and also one by the hon. member for Gym-
pie.. I am pretty sure that every hon. mem-
ber on-this side will oppose this motion. 1f

hon. 'members: on the other side think that

private members’ day should be done away
with, it is not saying much for them; because
even on: the Government side there havebeen
importantprivate measures passed and diseiis-
sions initiated on Thursday afterncons which
have led to good results: Two Bills have been
put through this session.. If it were later-in
the session; and there’ was any substantial
reason; I should have no-objection to the

motion, but: at: this early period of the ses--

sion; 'if ‘there is such a lot of work to. get
through,- let us sit. another day each “week
in order to get through it.

Mr: RYLAND (Gympie) ;-1 protest against

the ‘curtailment of private members’ privi-
leges in this House. I have a very.impor-
tant  motion “on: the business-sheet, ‘and T

would like to have an opportunity of getting

it through—that is as regards  the ‘amendment
of the Workers’ Compensation ‘Act. T hope
that the Government willi give an oppor-
tunity of taking a vote onithis question he-
fore deciding to do away with private mem
bers’ day—get a vote 1n time: so that the
motion may be sent up to the other House,
and a Bill may be based on the resolution.
If it is allowed to hang over till the end of
the session, there will be no time to act on
the expressed wish of the House. There are
other hon. members who have very impor-
tant motions to bring forward It is teo
_early in the session altogether to deprive
private members of their privileges. . Thero
has been good legislation passed here during
the last two years on private members day.
About three sessions ago there were some
very impottant Bills passed on Thursday
afternoons, and in this session two Bills have
been passed.  The leader of the Labouxr

party pointed out that he has a Bill which

Smost

very- useful: piece of -legislation.
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he particularly wishes to see passed; and I,
as a member of the party, also particularly

‘wish to get'it through this House; and there

is no reason why that legislation should not
be passed on:Thursday afternoons.. There is
no' waste ‘of time ‘on Thursday afternoouns,
when: we can puf through Bills, such as we
have in the past. I notice that this is cur-
tailing the rights of private members: con-
siderably; ecompared to: what we. have cn-
joyed for a long time. In 1899, when I first
came: into this House, private members’ day
was continued right up to the 12th December:
It is now only the 7th September, and down
comes the Premier with a motion to deprive
private members of their rights.. I remem-
ber that in that very session I'passed a Bill
through ~Parliament myself-—a " very impor-
tant Bill—giving local authorities :power: to
carry out” work. without contract. . In: 1800,
under the Premiership of ‘the hon. member
for Townsville, who was considered at- that
time conservative, and not at all the leader
of &' democratic’ Government—in that year
private members’ day was continued up #ill
the 15th November. I must say in that ysar
we commenced: sitting on Fridays on the 18th
September; but: I am not dealing with Friday
sittings. - In 1900, private members had their
private members’ day right up: till the 15th
November—more than two months later than.
it is now proposed to take that right away:
In 1902, private members’ day was continued
right up to 4th December.  In:that year a
important - piece of . legislation ' was
passed through this House at the Instigation
of the hon. member for Kennedy; with the
good result that we have teachers going
through Queensland’ at the present time in
the outlying portions of the State, and giving
instruction where State schools could not be
erected.  If ‘we follow in ' the footsteps of
private  membeérs: who' have set  us  these
examples; good: work will be done.  In-1803;
Thursday - afternoons  for private ‘members
were continued up till 11th November.  The
present. Minister for Railways, on’ 3lst Cc-
tober inthat year, passed a Bill; and the
hon. member for Brisbane North, after that
date, “also passed a Bill on private members’
day. The hon: member: for Mackay, Mr.
Paget; on 315t October of that year, passed
the “Acclimatisation Society Bill.. That'is &
On:: 28th:
October, the hon. member for Brisbane North
also carried 4 piece of legislation through
this: House.  That was in 1907.  In the pre<
sent year we' are going to be shut down on
the Tth September, so you see our privileges
are being gradually taken from us. " The Ses:
sional Orders have taken away many of our
privileges: On Thursday afterncon ‘we can
ventilate our  grievances,  and ' indicate “in
what direction: we should like to see legisla-
tion -passed,” ‘and. give: an expression of:
opinion. - There is no saving: at all by doing
away with Thursday: :afternoons.  As the
leader of the Opposition has pointed out; he:
has a particular Bill he would like:to see
brought into this House: I also have another
Bill. - T have occupied a good bit of the time
already on Thursday afternoons this:session
—1 think with advantage fo the Chamber,
because the Workers’ :Compensation: motion
is a very important mafter to the workers of
Queensland.  Thave also another motionthat T
intended bringing in when I saw an oppor-

- tunity of bringing it in; and; considering the

amount of money to be spent on railways,; it
is one of the most important that could be
brought before this House—that is anamend-: -
nient of the Railway Act in the direction of

Mr. Ryland.)
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_paying the guarantee oub of the enhanced
value. If this guarantee business is' t0 be'a
success, the Railway Act wust be amended
in that direction; otherwise we will have the
man on the land paying a tax on a value that
he does not get. . We should have Thursday
afternoons seb apart to allow the Cpposition
=it is “not confined to the Opposition, the
Government supporters can also take advan-
tage - of - Thursday - afterncons—which - they
have done in the past, and: members on tie
Government side have got the assistance of
members on the Opposition side of the House
in the passing of Bills,' which was the correct
thing to do, and I should: like this mutual
assistance  from  both: 'sidés of ' the House.
Those are my reasons for not wishing to be
deprived “of  Thursday  afternoons: . I just
wish, toimpress upon the Premier that he
should allow the Thursday afternoon to con~
tinue' as private members’ day, because I
believe it -has resulted. in good in: the past,
and-it will ‘also result in good in the fufure.
At least, he should allow us Thursday after-
noons - for: another.” two. months—we. misht
have the advantage of another two months
-—and in that time we will get a vote on the
motions already on the paper, and the leader
of the Opposition can get his Bill passed, and
I trust my amending Railway Bill will also be
passed. I know the hon. member for Townsville
will ‘support me in that matter, because he
voted. for my amendment when the Bill was
going through this House: It would be of greit
advantage’ fo Queensland: if that amending
Bill were passed, and it would agsist the Sec-
retary for Railways in his work of adminis-
tration. .- L intend. to oppose- this motion to
o do away-with private membérs” businéss on
Thursday afternooxs.
Mr. NEVITT: It was rather amusing to
hear the Premier say he was moving this
motion for the conveniénce of members of this

Chamber, Tt may be for the convenience of
& portion of the members, but
[11 p.m.} it is not for the convenionce

. ofthe 'members: on this side.
Thursday is the only time we have for intro-
ducing legislation or ‘motions as instructions
to. the 'Government, and I do’ not think in
the history of Queensland has a Premier come
down so ‘early in the “session to take away
private ‘members’ day. - What makes ‘this all
the more severe is the restriction under which
Wwe are now placed in connection with the new
Sessional Orders. As: far as private business
has gone this ‘session, the Government have
occupied eighty-four columns of Hansard, and
the ' Opposition sixty-four columns; so that
the greater part of the time has been mono-
polised "by  Government supporters. . During
the five afternoons on which private members’
business has been taken, two Bills have passed

all their stages; a motion relating to the poli-.

tical and ‘oivil rights: of public servants. was
discussed ;. there was: the motion of the hon.
member: for: Barcoo in reference to territorial
-separation; and on. two afternoons we. dis.
~cussed  the “proposed  amendment  of - the
Workg:rs’ Compensation -Act; so- the  time
oceupied: has:been very well “spent; “because
we have done more business than the Govern-
ment have ‘done. I shall oppose the motion,
and: shall: call for & division if nobody else
does. 50,

Mr. J. M. HUNTER  (Mararoa): 1. am
opposed to the passing of this motion. I have
a motion on the paper in which a large section

of the people of Queensland are concerned;
and had T been given the opportunity I
hoped to have adduced sufficient proof to the

- [Mr. Ryland. .
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House; if not; to' the Government, of the abso-
lute necessity of doing something to make the
Agricultural Bank Act a useful measure. One
or . two . efforts have been made to do away
with some’ of the anomalies that existed, but
no- serious effort has been made to extend its
scope so as to make it serve the purpose for
which: it should . have been  intended.. The
other States of the Commonwealth have from
time to time taken a’ great deal of interest in
this: matter, and have done a’ lot towards
promoting their agricultural interests. 1 be-
lieve that but for the motion now before the
House I would have been able to show that in
New South Wales no less than £2,798-——

The DEPUTY  SPEAKER: Order! The
hon. member is ‘anticipating 'a motion  that
appears on the business-paper.. He is in order
in referring generally to that motion, but he
will not be in ‘order 1n' discussing the details.

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: That is. the reason
why I object to this motion. . Had private
meémbers” time not’ been: interfered with, I
could have shown the vast difference between
the opeérations of this class of bank' in the
other States as compared  with this State. = I
will allow ‘no. opportunity to. pass- without
agitating for some remedial measure so as to
make - this" bank s useful institution: for the
development  of agriculture in Queensland;
and the resolution which I put on the paper
would perhaps have been the means of ex-
citing public opinion outside; and the Govern«
ment would not go on year after year without
bringing down a Bill to alter the existing Act.
It is not sufficient to tell us that the Minister
hagla, Bill in his box=-it shonld be pution the
table.

The: Premier: How much further forward
would you be?  There are half a dozen Bills
now-before the House.

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: If the Premier s in
earnest; let: hirn hand the Bill ‘over to me,
and T will introduce it on Thursday, and pass
it through in one afternoon.

Ovrosrrion Muuprrs: Hear; hear!

Mr; J. M. HUNTER: That is the best
possible ‘uge “we ‘can put Thursday afternoon
to. Instead of this constant complaining from
both sides of ‘the House about. the ‘want of
progress - in - our agricultural  districts, and
the.  lessening - of  cultivation ' throughout
Queensland,  we would, if that measure. was
permitted to be brought on to-morrow after:
noon, find a big: change taking place.  We
should have men of small means, assisted with
capital, going on to their selections and carry:
ing out their improvements, and that would
mean  considerable production  in this State:
I regret that the Premier has come down at
this early stage defermined to take Thursday
afternoon away- from us and prevent us from
doing this ‘private business that we are en-
titled fo do.

Mr. MULEELAN (Charters Towers): I do'nch
intend to detain the House, but I cannot let
this motion pass without offering iy protest
against it. In'the ardinary: course’ of:everts
we only regarded the recent Sessional Orders
as the beginning of an effort on the part of the
Government to deprive this side of the House
of - their. rights. 'If the Government really
wanted 'to be fair.in this matter, it would be
more in accord with doing the right thing if
they decided that the House should meet four
days a week.
1t is not because of the convenience to hon.

We: know the reason for that.
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‘members on this side of the House, bub bocatise
the Government followers are not sufficiently
wnder: control to compel them to come here.

The: SECRXTARY For PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
I -thought you told us the other day that
they were well under the whip. -

Mr. MULLAN : The Government followsrs
are absolutely in rebellion against the Min:
istry for insisting on sittng four days a week.
That is one. of the reasons why they are
penalising members on this side of the House.
Another Teazon is that the hon. member for
Barcoo, My, Ryan, has given notice of a
motion in favour: of the separation of Queens-
land ‘into three divisions.  Kverybody knows
that ‘this motion was Likely to seriously em=
‘barrass the Premier; and a division on it might
have lost ‘him his seat. (CGovernment laugh-
ter.) That was one of the chief considerations
that the Premier had in view. in first inducing
his . Cabinet and then his followers to abide
by it;'and so-avert the calamity of having to
record ‘s vote against this ‘motion.  Then,

‘again, the hon: senior member for Ipswich,
Mr. Maughan, gave notice 'of a motion in
favour of giving full political rights to the
public servants of this State. It has been con-
siderably discussed; and it was on that after-
noon: that the senior ‘member for Townsville
made his memorable Thursday afteriigon stone-
walling speech-—~when he talked the wiotion out
and: hoped: that it would not' be resurrected
again,: If we  had :continued: the Thursday
afternoons, -this motion would have ‘comé up
again, and probably a vote would be taken on
it.: “Although the Government were prepared
to oppose 1t in an underhand way, they have
rot: got the courage to let it go into Hansard
that they were opposed to it, because they
know that the public service is far too strong
in Brisbane.  Then the senior membor: for
‘Gympis, Mr. Ryland, ‘has ‘a ‘motion: which
seeks: to amend the Workers’ Compensation
Act. " That motion would also have been de-
bated, and: it-might have resulted in a Bill
which: wotild probably go through this session.
Again, the Government had not the courage
to vote against this; but they got rid of it by
depriving ‘members of their solibary privilege
of ventilating' their grievances. on Thnrsday
afternoon. " There ‘are  also: other questions,
such as the Trades Disputes Bill, to which the
Teader' of ‘the Opposition referred. It is well
known that the leader of the. Labour party in-
tended to: bring in a Bill 'desling with that

matter.  And as the leader of the Government
years ago, to his regret; promised he would
introduce a Trades Disputes Bill, he: knows
that he would be in an awkward situation:
Surrounded, a3 he is; by a conservative ele-
ment, he would be in a very awkward position
indeed in opposing a Bill of this kind which
he would have to do whether he liked it or
not. These are the chief considerations which
actuate the Government at the present time in
depriving the. Opposition of the Thursday
afternoon. when they could discuss private
members’ business. A great deal of good

. can coms out of allotting half a day a week to .

private membars. We know shat most of the

Bills that have been passed in this House in

the last fifteen yvears have invariably been
1initiated in the form of a propacanda discus-
sion on Thursday afternoon. There fs the
Workers” Compenaation Act. Electoral Re-
form  Act. Shearers and Sugar
Azsco)mmodation Act, and others. These were
all discussed on Thursday afternoon, and the
public were oducated up to the necessity of
these Bills.  We are now being deprived of a
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privilege; the people of Queensland are being
deprived of an educational medium, and; ‘as a
consequence, they will- certainly be ‘deprived
of reforms for a much longer period than they
might be if they were educated up to the
necessity. of bringing it in earlier.: I think it
is only right that I should make a protest
against any further effort on the part of the
Government to filch away any of the privileges
of “the  Opposition.. - The - Government are
frightened of the debating powers of members
on this side of the House, and they seek to
limit us in every possible way. (Government
laughter.). Members. opposite canlaugh, but
that “does not disprove: my statement.- Why
do:they not get up and disprove what I am
saying; if they can do so?: Noj they have to
it mute whilst the motion 'is' being. intelli-
gontly discussed by hon. members on this side
of the. House: . I hope that even now better :
counsels’ will prevail; and that the ‘Govern-
ment will see how unfair it is to further de- -
prive us of our privileges; and withdraw this
obnoxious motion.

My, O'SULLIVAN (Kennedy): T am: rather
congerned’ about this- proposal’ to. filch away
Thursday afterncon  from - private members,
because I am anxious toses the motion of the
hon: member: for Gympie; dealing: with certain
amendments in the Workers’ Compensation Act;
materialised into law this session. - The proposal
to so'amend that Azt as fo protect workers in the
case of the insolvency of an:embployer is a very
important one; and other amendments suggested
are desired by the workers of the State.: I shonld
also like to ‘see the Agricultural Bank ‘Act

~amended; so that earnest, struggling agriculturs

ists: may be able to take advantage of that insti-
tution and not be driven to seck assistance from
private financial institutions, * But:if Thursday
afternoon ig to be taken away from members,
we shall have: very little opportunity of showing
the necessity for'such: legislation, and therefore
very little chance of getting the Government to in-
troduce it; - The matters discussed on Thursday
afternoons are of a non-party character; but un-
fortunately ' we have not ' been able to make
much progress with them, owing tothe stonewall
attitude taken up by members on the other side
of the House:  The senior member for Towns-
ville has, I regret to: say, been the gréatest
sinner in thatrespect,” If ths Government wish
for an éxtra sitting day in order to get on: with
their business; I 'am sure there isnota member
on this side of the House who will object to
coming here another day a week, provided we
are assured that we shall get the legislation the
leader of the Opposition asks for—-that is, a Trade
Disputes Bill. - When the Sessional Orders were
going through the: other day; a ‘quarter of an
hotir, was taken off each:sitting in order to suit’
the convenience of a few members sitting behind
the Government, and now: -we “are  to have
Thursday afternoon: filched from private mem-
bers. I arm strongly opposed to the motion. -

Mr. COYNE : Some hon.. member said last
night that members on both sides of ‘the House
should shew a certain amount of *‘ sweet reason-
ableness ” towards each other.

The Treasvrer: The member for Bowen
doesn’t. : '

Mr. COYNE : That advice came from the
Government side of the House, but there is not
much ¢ sweet reasonableness” in this: proposi-
tion. The Opposition now have practically no
rights at all, and the supporters of the Govern-
ment have practically no rights ‘at all.. Bub if
they are prepared to submit'to the yoke placed
upon them by the Premier, that is no-reason
why members on thig side should submit to thay

Mr. Coyne.] o
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yoke. I have heard the Premier state on many
-occasions: that he was. opposed to federe_ttxon.
Every chance he getshe is squealing about it.

"The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order! Ifail to
‘see how the hon. member is going to connect his
remarks with the question before the House:

Mr., COYNE : If 'you will allow me I will
show you. I will show that by filching away
Thursday afternoon from - hon. mermbers  the
Premier is putting another nail into the coffin of
the State Governments of Australia.’” The hon.
gentleman has shown, by introducing his new
Sessional Orders, that there is no necessity for
disoussion or deliberation in this Chamber. - The
next thing he proposes is to take away Thursday
afternoon from us, which is the only time that
members on.this side of the House have an
opportunity of introducing legislation in' the
interest of the people of the State. ' The next
thing we shall hear will be . that' there is so
. much done: by the Premier.that there will be
nothing left for the House to do, and that will
be a very strong argument in favour of unifi-
cation. It will be said that the hon. gentleman
ig'a dictator; and therefore that thereis no need
for. discussion  or deliberation in this Houss.
Every move the hon. gentleman has made has
been in the direction of unification. If the hon;
gentleman is to be & dictator in this House, then
the affairs of Queensland might as well be carried
on' from Melbourne, or wherever the Federal
capital 'is established; just as the business of
the Post Office is carried on by the Common-
wealth Government., ' During the past few days
members have got up in this House to deal
with: important  matters, but were mnot able
to: deal with them in the time at their dis-
posal. - The very first member who spoke’ after
the new Sessional Orders came. into operation,
had to ask for an extension of time. ~ Other mern-=
: bers: have had'to. do it sines; and
[11.30 p.m.] the Hon. the Premier himself: went

at:such a “‘bat’inspeaking that he
could not reply to an interjection==a thing that
he courts at other times. ' I am going tooppose
the motion; and I hope there will'be: a sufficient
number of - members imbued ‘with a spirit of
freedom to defeat it, ‘even if it hag come from the
dictator of the House,

Mr. . FOLEY  (Townsville): I feel bound to
enter my protest against this proposition. During
the short time I have been’ in the House I have
recognised  the benefit to private members of
having at least one opportunity a week of intro~
- ducing: any measure that they think will be
beneficial- to' the community. - Liast Thursday
afterncon we succeeded in passing two Bills that
may be of great importance to the people they
concern, ‘and:it: would have been a long time
before they would have got them passed by the
Government: I 'am sure the Government cannob
urge ag'a reason for introducing this motion: that
the time of  the ‘session’ has been wasted so far.
Speeches have been very modest in their length;
and Iam rather surprised “at: the Government
bringing forward such a proposal so early in the
&ession. This is only the 7th of September, and if
we sit till Christmas Hve; as we did last year; we
have nearly four months before us; which should
give us plenty of time to transact the ordinary
business of the session in a reasonable way. Be:
sides there is no reason why we should not come
back ‘after Christmas. In depriving members
of Thursday afternoon, we are simply shelving
some very important questions,” TFor instance;
there is the motion of the hon, member for Barcoo
for the division of Queensland into three States.
That is a measure that we could not expect the
Government to. bring in, although, by their
action, they are assisting the unificationists, who

[M i Qoyne,
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have that as one of the planks in their pro=
gramme. . There is also on the business-paper

- the motion standing in- the mame of the hon.

member for Ipswich: relative. to' giving public:
servants: the same political and civil rights as

other citizens. That is a very important motion:

Then there is the motion moved by the hon:

junior member for Gympie for: the abolition of

the sale of liquor in the parliamentary refresh-

ment: bar, - That is a matter that many people
think ~“should " be carried. " If we carry this

motion to-night, we" simply stifle ‘any further
chance of bringing that motion forward  this

session, because we have no guarantee that. the
Premier will restore Thursday afternoon to: pri-

vate members later in the session. Another item

on- the' business-paper, which also stands in- the:
name of the hon. member for Gympie, is the one

which proposes the amendment of the Workers”
Compensation Act—a 'thing that the majority of

the workers. of Queensland are very much in-

terested in. . We'are asked to-night to. give up:
our opportunity to pass. such’ measures for: the

benefit of the people of Queensland, and we have

good reasgon to protest; . It is not only from: this
side of Chamber that important. measures have

been brought forward, : The junior member for

Brisbane North put a Bill through last Thursday

afternoon,  There "was 'very little discussion

upon’ it,. because members: generally: saw  the

justice of it.. The. leader of: the Opposition:
mentioned a Bill that it was the intention of this:
party to introduce this session=—a Trade Disputes

Bill." That has been:promised by the Promier-
for many years, and it is sbsolutely necessary to
protect-trades union funds against unscrupulous
employers. - What are we to look forward to'if

we relinquish’ the right that is enjoyed by all

Parliaments throughout the world 2. There-13 no
chance of the present Government bringing in' a

Trade Disputes Bill. If we relinquish this right;

we: ‘shall simply  have to. take' what the Gox

vernment-like to: give "us in the way of. legisla-
tion; and. the time will very soon arrive when

there will be ‘no Opposition: at: all in thiz Cham~
ber. - The Government will simply come down

with: their Bills and: tell the House that they
have to accept them, ‘and all the protests of the
Opposition will be without avail. T am no$going-
to delay the: House ‘any longer, but to enter in
the strongest language I can'my protest against
this propoesition; and I hopethat even hon. mem-
bers on the other side will see the justice of this:
claim; and help us'to defeat this motion.

Mr. MANN: I cannot: remember seeing &
motion like this brought forward so-early in the
session: I think it is unparalleled in the history
of Queensland to see a motion brought down like:
this. - See the Government followers sitting there
like dumb driven eattle, and allowing the Premier
to drive this through the House !

The -DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order ! The
hon. member should ‘not use unparliamentary
language. .

My, MANN " I'think on one occasion the:
Premier addressed this side of the House as dogs,
and I'had to call: the Speaker’s atsention- to the
matter, and he said it was not-out of order. -

The: DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am not con
cerned with what'a previous Speaker said. " I am:

~only concerned with my own ruling.

Mr. MANN 1 Of course; if you: rule the ex+
pression out of order;.I will withdraw it, and say
that:they are not dumb dogs.

Hon. "R.PrILP " He does not know any
better.

Mr. MANN : They are.a set of speechless fol-
lowers ‘who tamely follow the Premier’s lead
wherever he may sit. " They are like sheep fol-
lowing a shepherd—~they are dumb.  They are
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like sheep brought before the shearer to be shorn
~they open not their mouths. I ask myself what
consideration they will receive from the passage
of this motion.” We heard this afternoon of
one member going up to valie twoestates for the
Government. I do not suggest he would receive
any. pecuniary consideration: for that, bub the
circumstande is suspicious:

The DEPUTY SPEAKER i Order ! The
hon. - member must confine  himself ‘to' the
motion before the House. I cannotallow him
to wander as he is doing.

Hon. R. Prre: He is a lost sheep.

Mr. MANN : T am asking the reason why the
Government members are supporting the motion,
and if Thursday afternoon had not been cut off
from us, I was going to move for an inquiry into
this suspicious circumstance of a Government
member being sent up to value certain estates
for the Government.

Mr. Lesina: You can move the adjournment
of the House.

Mr. MANN : T.could move the adjournment
of the:House if I could get five members to sup-
port nie, and with the consent of ‘the Speaker,
only.  The Speaker could rule that it was not a
matter of urgent public business, and then 1
could only move that his ruling be disagreed
with, and I could not discuss the question which
I wished to bring before the House.
veason I am protesting against the Govern-
“ment taking away Thursday afterncon, as I
shall thereby be deprived from moving for an
inquiry. intothe circumstances of a Government
member: being sent to value two estates in the
Burnett. - The Speaker may tell me Ican ask
questions; ‘but, judging from the unsatisfactory
reply of the Minister for Lands; I inay not get.a
reply. I asked a question about the mangrove
bark econcession, and the Secretary for:Lands
“told: me that he himself: had seen’ the matter in
the Brisbane Courier. )

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: No.

Mr. MANN: If any hon. member cares to
find Hansard for me I will turn it up.

My Ryvasp ; How long ago?

Mr. MANN: It is not:long ago.. I want
Thursday afternoons: to: discuss that ' matter,
because it affects my constituents. The destruc-
tion of a lot of ‘mangrove may cause a.plague.of
fever to come up in my distriet. - I.may want to
move foran inquiry to be madeinto that matter.
- Teannotgetthat information byasking questions.
The Minister for Lands is always courteous, but
the Premier has arrogated to himself the right to
refuse to answer questions.  He says it is within
the right of the (Government to refuse any
information they please. 1 remember when the
gentor member for Townsville was leading the
Opposition he entered the strongest possible

“protest against the Government taking Thursday =

afternoon, because there was 80 much 1mportant
business on the paper for that afterncon. To
show the strength of my argument, T will read
the reply I got from the Miuister for FLands,
This is the question T asked— .

S My MANN, pursuant to notice, asked the Secretary
for Public Lands— - :

Has he made any inquiries as to who is responsible for
the prospectus that appeared in a Brisbane newspaper
Telative to a supposed mangrove: bark concession in
North Queensland ? Had

The answer was-—

=-E'have nof made ahy inquir&, nor am I aware that any
prospsetus has been published.

I asked a question, without notice, as soon as I '

saw the paragraph in the paper, and the Secre-
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tary for Lands will remember: that he madean
answer that he saw the same thing in the paper
himself. . 'What are we to believe ?

The SEORETARY FOR PuBLioc LaNDs ¢ Thave no
knowledge of the matter:

Mr. MANN: The paragraph simply stated -
that the prospectus was in another part of the
paper, and the hon, gentleman himself said he saw
it; as I will prove later, when the hon. member
for Gympie has found the answer. - T'think it was
the duty of the Minister or the Attorney-General
to find out'who was guilty of issuing a prospectus
which was likely to deceive the people of 'Aus-
tralia.. The question I asked and the answer
thereto is on page 366 of Hansard—

ALLEGED MANGROVE CONCESSION.

Mr. MANN (Cairns) asked the Secretary for Public
Tands, without notice—

Will- the hon. gentleman supply the House with
fall particulars, at an early date, with regard to the
company: that has been formed to:exploit: the man-
grove in North Queensland? I see by this. eveniug’s
papet that a concession 200 miles by 10 miles has been
granted.

The - SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAND3 (Hon. D, ¥.
Denliam, Oxley) replied-

I know: nothing whatever of it." I saw the same
thing. : :
T do not 'want: to dwell on that matter any
further, I just point out that.there is something
suspicious in the: fact: that a ‘concession can be
granted; o prospectus issued, and people who are
prepared to put money into the: venture may be
taken down, and the person: who should know
all about it~the Secretary: for: Lands—is' abso-
Tutely ignorant of the fact.

‘The SEORETARY For PuBLi¢ Laxns: There is
no congcession. It may be a license to cut:

Mr. MANN : That is a very different thing.
Mr. Lunnon: He could not get. a license to
cut over 200 miles;

Mr. MANN: On the last oceasion a concession
was givens—- » .

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The
hon.. member - is. arguing the matter  at’ con-
siderable length. I think the House must recog-
nige this. © He may deal with it as a matter of
principle: and briefly refer to it, but I cannot
allow him to go into details at any great length.

Mr.- MANN : Tam pleased T was allowed so
much latitude, as I recognise it is a matter of
great public Iwportance. I just wish torefer tothe
fact that one of ‘the Bills before the House~—the
Redistribution of: Seats Bill—was only brought
forward owing to the strong advocacy it received
on Thursday afternoons by the junior member;

- for Brisbane North. ~Asamatber of fact; through

his advoeaey he compelled the Government to
bring forward that measure.  Hon. members

. who' have spoken have referred to the fact that

the necessity for certain legislation was brought
forward on Thursday afternoons, ‘such as the
Workers’ Compensation Act and. the : Shear-
ers and Sugar Workers Accommodation: Act.
These measures’ were  brought forward on
Thursday afternocons, and were seriously :dis«
cussed, and the House began to realise what
private members were urging was necessary, and
in consequence many Important measures have
been placed on the statute-book.. You will: re-
member that when the Premier gave notice of
his motion I said ‘he was afraid to have the
motion of the hon. member for Maranoa dis:
cussed.  Ttisa well-known fact that the Agri-
cultural Bank is a by-word ‘amongst the farmers
and settlers of Queensland.  Kvery one of them
says it is the most conservative institution in
Queensland. - Members' of the House. say so
frankly, and the Secretary for Lands will say so

My, Mann.]
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frankly, ‘and it is only' members on this side
who ' are keenly ‘interested in agriculture who
believe in assisbing the farmer. by the way of
cheap: money;  who believe in:liberalising this
institution, and only by conducting it on the lines
of the New Zealand institution wiil-it be of real
benefit to the struggling farmers of Queensland:
The Government do not wish to do anything in
the matter, because: it would hurt their friends
the financial institutions, who-are in the habit
of lending money to the: farmers and getting a
big interest.  For. that reason they will nos
allow the hou. member. for' Maranoa to bring
forward his ‘motion and “discuss it, because
if ‘they did: so every agricultural member sit-
ting behind  the: Government  would  have to
get up and say that the. Agricultural. Bank
was rotten from A to Z-; that the whole: of
the  department wanted overhauling; and the
Government would have to get up and apologise
for - not: bringing in the: necassary legislation:
Last year a Bill wag promised, and naturally we
have. been lonking forward to it with interest.
We were told: it was in the box last year; but it
is not fortheoming. - Then, if I look at the busi-
ness-paper again; I find the member for Lisich-
hardt wishes to move ‘a motion’ iniregard to.a
return showing—

1. The tota) area over which: exclusive timber-cut-
ting’ rights  have : been sold or gravted diring the
1ast five years:

2. Towhom and over what- numbser" of acres, respec-
tively, such timber-cutting rights have been sold or
granted during that period.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LLANDS: That is
not a question for Thursday afternoons. It was
passed as  Formal ” to-day. - .

Mr. MANN : Then  there i3 another motion
I would like to deal with '+ That is the mdtion of
the hon. member for Flinders—~

That therc be laid on the table of the House, prior to
the discussion upon the Estimates; a tabulated scdle of
the increases recentlymade jn the payinent of the lower-
paid employees (including those on eotistinction works)
in the Railway Department, showing “the rate of pay
given ypreviously to:the Said inereases;alsothe wages
now given sinee the increases on the Southern; Central;
and Northern systems:
That is a very necessary motion which will lead
toa great. deal of discussion. ' We would have
thrashed out- the: whole question of  increases
from Alpha to Omega.” But we cannot. doit, as
the Government. are  taking away  Thursday
afternoons, and the reason is quite evidens—
because the other day I proved the Treasurer to
be making s misstatement when he claimed in-
creases’ had been -given to practically all the
lower-paid public servants, and I turned up his
.own tables and showed thatright throughout the
Marine Department, with one or two exceptions,
1o increases had been given,: and I looked for-
ward anxiously to. an opportunity of discassing
this. motion, - inasmuch as it -would have let
the House and the'country know what increases
the lower-paid publi¢ servants will get.” Of course
the Premier rose in ' his placs and gave s long
list. of increases to Iower-paid men; but he took
the figures for six or seven years, | It is clearly
shown, by. looking through the Estimates, that
most of “the increases. have been given to the
Under Secretaries, - For instancs; he asks the
boatmen inthe North'to live 'on £108 a year, and
he gives an Under Secretary like My, McDer-
mott, who does little or nothing for his money;
an increase ‘of £100 s year, and; 1f ‘we. do not
make a protest; he will be coming downnext
year.and giving these highly-paid public servants
another £100 rise. However, I will now get on to
the next motion; whichisone of my own, and one
of the most important motions on the business:
paper; and you, Sir, might have noticed that the
Premier called “Not formal” to my motion, I

[Mr. Mann. . S
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did . not wish to have a'discussion, becauss the
matter is of so'much importance that I thonght
it would be best in the interests of ‘this House to
let the thing go through without diseussion, in
order to. show what is becoming of the people
we 'are drawing to - our shores “every ysar.
If the Premier had allowed this to go through as
“Formal,” we would have beenable to showa
tabulated statement to the people in
[12 p.m. ] the old country giving full particu-
lars as to what becomes of the imimi-
grants that are brought to thiscountry. But he
did not do that; and now he wants to burke
discussion on the question by taking away from
us Thursday afternoong. - We would have ‘been
able to show that the bulk of the people brought
to Queensiand go to the towns and thus lower
wages; but the Premier knows that he has his
followers well under the whip——

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order ! .If the
hon. member for Cairng continues to proceed in:
this ‘manner I shall  have to call upon him to
resume his seab.

Mri MANN 1 If you think I am not in order,
I will resume my seat ; but I think the Speaker
should allow discussion as long as it is in order.
I claim that you sheuld give meevery oppor-
tunity to: discuss. this-motion 5o long as T.couch
my remarks in phraseology suitable to the occa-
sion.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! T have
given “the hon. member: for. Cairns- the ubmoss
liberty, as: hon.- members on-both ‘sides will
allow.  But I say-~and I say it with the greatest
regret—that the hon. member for Cairns does
not reciprocate the consideration I have shown.

Mr. MANN ¢ I wmust differ with you courte-
ously. . Perhaps you may think so.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order, order!

Mr. MANN:: If you choose to make meé re-
sume my seat; Tcan only appeal to' the country
for fair and ‘ample discussion in regard to the
taking away of Thursday afterncon. ~Iamargu-
ing against the proposal;- because I have on the
business-paper a motion dealing with the question
of immigration, on which depends: the welfare of
Queensland.  NowTeome to ' General Business—
Orders of the. Day.” The first' is a ‘mo‘ion by
the hon. ‘member for Barcoo, Mr.. Ryan; for the
separation of Queensland into: three States; and
I “was looking forward to the debate on that
motion as ‘an opportunity of ventilating all the
grievances of the North. - I have been preparing
for a week, and now the Premier has forestalled -
me. :

Mi. RyraxD: He has taken away your. one
ewe lamb,

Mr, WaITE: North Queénsland does not want
separation.

Mr, MANN : It does ; and 'if we had separa:
tion there would be & Liabour Government.there.
T'want to have the opportunity of pointing out
the advantage of allowing us to develop our own
regources; and of showing :what would happen in’
a State with all the mambers sitting on one side
of the House, and 'all consisting of Labour men
and democrats.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The
hon. member having occupied the time allowed
him by the Sessional Order for the discugsion of
this motion, I ask him to resume his seat. -

Mr. LESINA supported the: motion.  The
last speaker had argued as a necessily for retain:
ing Thursday afterncons that it would enable
members to disouss the question of dividing
Queensland into thrée States. That proposition
horrified him, especially ‘as he had - already

‘spoken that afternoon’in favour of unification,
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:and for that reason alone he would vote for
the motion. He suggested that the Govern-
ment might take the Liand Bill every Thurs-
day afternoon; as it would be more  profit-
-able to members and to the House, and if they
passed that Land Bill this year they would have
done 3 :most important work for Queensland.
“There  was a lot of Government business on the
business-paper, including the Land Bill, State
Education Acts Amendnient Bill; Mines Regulas
tion: Bill; Liocal Authorities Act Amendment
Bill, Police Jurisdiction and Summary Offences
Bill, Wages Boards Act Amendment. Bill, Elec-
toral Districts Bill, City of South Brisbane Lioan
‘Acts Amendment Bill; Rockhampton: Harbour
Board Acts Amendment: Bill, Townsville: Har-
bour Board Acts Amendment Bill;-and Jury Bill,
-and they would be better occupied in discussing
those matters thanin telking on abstract motions
on Thursday afternocon: ' Mr.  McDonald, and
afterwards My, Turley, introduced motions. on
Thursday to abolish contracts,  bus nothing ever
«came of them, and it was so with others. He
was in favour:of  the amendment of the Agri-
-cultural Bank -Act; and he believed the Govern-
ment would introduce an -amending Bill next
session:
‘members’ motions . that justified the retention of
the Thursday afternoons: for private members.
While he “supported  ths ‘motion, principally
because its adoption would give membérs more
time todiscuss the Liand Bill, he hoped that at
‘the close or before the close of the session the
Premier would give them an opportunity to'take
a:vote on the motions standing in the pames of
private members.

Mr. THEODORE was opposed to the motion
‘because it seemed to him that the Premier was
taking every possible opportunity: to use the
power of the majority behind him: to curtail the
‘privileges of members of the Opposition; At
-one: time the hon. member for Clermont when
sitting behind  the -Preinier; who was then a
member of a coalition Government; frequsntly
‘game into conflict with the hon. gentleman, and
went to such anextent on ‘one occasion that he
threatened to kick the Hon. the Prémier across
the Chamber. - Now the hon. member for Cler-
mont was - sitting ‘on’ the Opposition’ side of
the House, and  was supporting the Premier.
It wag very difficult to reconcile’ the opposition
-of the hon. member in o0ne ¢ase with his warm
support of the:Premier in the other. - The Pre-
mier did not:show much consideration for: his
‘supporters or his colleagues in introducing this
amotion at the present stage of the session, and
the supporters of the Government showed abso-
lutely no spirit: in allowing the motion to go
without protest. :

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I hope
the hon. member will come to the question
before the House.

Mr. THEODORE : He had only to say that
he was strongly opposed to the motion, and that
he hoped it would be defeated if it went to a
. -division. ' ,

Mir. BARBER : It was hardly necessary to
say that he was strongly opposed to the motion,
It was another indication of the

[12.30 a.m.] tyranny and autocracy of the Pre-
mier,and a desies on his part to cur-

‘tail the rights and privileges of hon. members.
Ever since the advent of the Labour party they
‘bad taken advantage of the opportunity afforded
. by Thursday afternoon to do good educational
work with recard to the Labour platforn. Some
‘of the most democratic legislation on the statute-
book owed its origin to such discussions. Though
defeated and talked outb session after session,
they had succeeded in educating public opinion
to such a pitch that such measures such asold age
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pensions, the amelioration of the condition of
the aged poor, and the-Sugar Workers™ Accom-
modation Act were passed.. He was anxious to
introduce an -amendment  this session: of  the
latter measure so far as it had to deal with sugar-
workers. - He did not know whether the Premier
had ‘got: an inkling that the Labour party in-
tended to introduce a Trades Disputes Bill; and
he was afraid, after the antagonismn of wmembers
sitting behind him to the Bill which he had intro-
duced some: years back; that- his party might be
discredited in' the country.

SUSPENSION OF MEMBER.
At twenty-five minutes to 1 o'clock,
Mr. MULCAHY called attention to ths state
of the Hougse.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER - T anmi satisfied
that there is a quorum within the precinets of the

House.
Mr. MULCAHY : Where are they ?
The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order! Mr

arber.

Mr. MULCAHY ' I'regret very much-———

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Does the hon,
‘member rise to a point of order ?

Mr. MULCAHY : Yes. If you rule thab
thereis a quorum present, I beg' to move that
your ruling be disagreed - with.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order!  The
question of whether there is a quornm present is
entirely a matter for the Speaker to decide, in
the light of his kuowledge of ‘the fact that imem-
bers are in various rooms: within the precincts of
the House; and if he ‘decides that there is &
quorum: 80 ‘present;. the business of the House
proceeds.

Mr, MULCARY : With all due deferenca to
you, I beg to'move that your ruling be disagreed
with.

The PrEMIER : There is no ruling at all.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order ! M.
Barber.

Mr. MULCAHY : Ybeg to move: that your
ruling be disagreed with.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Will the hon.
member resume his-seat. " There 15 1o quéstion
of a ruling, and thereis no point of order. - The
question of whether there is a. quorum present
has been raised; and I have decided that there
is a quorum ‘within the precincts of the Houge,
and I therefore allow the business to proceed.

Mr. MULCAHY : I disagres with you.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order!

Mr. MULCAHY : With all deference, I
disagree with your ruling.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order; order!
Mr. Barber.

Mr. MULCAHY : I disagree with your
ruling.

Mr. Murpan: You are not going to have it all
your own way. : .

Mr. MULCAHY remaining standing.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order!
Will the hon. member for Gympie resume his

seat?
Mr. MULGAHY : No, decidedly not.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER : I call upon the
h‘on,., member for Gympie to resume his seat,
Mr. MULCAHY : No. S
The DEPUTY SPEARER: Will the hon.
member resume his seat?
Mr, MULCAHY : The hon. gentleman says
there was a quortm; and I say he was wrong.

Mr. Mulcahy.]
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order ! Will
the hon member resume his seéat ?

- Mr. MULCAHY remaining standing.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER said : Itis myun-
pleasant duty to'name you, Mr. Muleahy, mem-
ber for Gymipie, to the House for disobeying the
order of the Chair,

Mr, MurtaN ¢ He doesn’t care a rap. Get
your crew in now, and see what you can do.
You are going to get them in now.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER': Order ! Wil
the hon. member for Gympie resume his seat ?

Mr. MULCAHY : No; I am not thinking
about it.

Mr., Munnan : Hear, hear!

The PREMIER : I beg to move that for this
open and flagrant disobedience of the Chair, the
hon, ‘member for. Gympie, Mr. Muleahy, be
suspended from the service of this House for one
week. .

Question put; and the House divided.

In division,

Amidst uproar amongst Opposition members,
cries of ¢ Shame, shame " “What is it for?’
f They-don’t: know: what they are.voting for,”
and ‘“Native Cat.” were heard.

AvEs. 31,

Mr. Appel Mr. Hodge

5. Barnes, G. P. 5 Huunter, D.
;5o Barnes, W, H, i Kidston

13 - Booker ,» - Mackintosh
;. Bouchard s+ Morgan

4, Brennan ;. Paget

. Bridges 5. Petrie

55 - Corser 5, Philp

b Cottell ,5- Rankin

by Oribb ,i - Roberts

».- Denham sy Somerset
3 Forsyth i Stodart

v Grant 5 Swayne

o Grayson 3 White

s Gon 5y Wienholt

5 Hawthorn:
Tellers: Mr: White and Mr. Stodart,

;- Nogs, 22;
Mr. Barber Mr,-May
5 Bowman i 5 i Mulcahy
y» Colling .- Mullan
5.~ Coyne ;v MeLachlan
5 Ferricks e Nevith
;. Poley - O'Sullivan
5, Hamilton .y Payne
5. Hunter, J, M. s Ryan
s Land ,v . Ryland
» - Lennow +5s. Theodore
' Lesina .o Winstaniey
Dellers: Mr: May and Mr. Foley.
Parns,

Ayes—Mr. Thorn-and Mr: Walker,

Noes—Mr. Douglas and'Mr. Allen:

Reso ved in the aflirmative,

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: T must ask the
hon. member for Gympie to withdraw from the
precincts of the House,

Mr: MULCAHY, as he lett the Chamber,
said ‘¢ Good-bye, ¢ Cocky,” for  a  week-—
“Qocky ” Armstrong.” (Opposition laughter;)

ORDER: OF BUSINESS;.

. REsUMPTION: oF DEBATE.

Mr. BARBER : He had intended to introduce
a motion-on a Thursday afternocon’ to secure an
amendment of the Shearers and. Sugar Workers
Accommodation Act, providing for the appoint-
ment of inspectors, which 'be considered: were
necessary at the present time. As'far back as two

~and- a-half 'years ago a'deputation of representas-
tives of the sugar districts waited on the Minister
for-Agriculture, who promised: that this matter
would be looked into, and the arguments used on
that occasion were very forcible ‘at the present

o [Mr Mulcahy. ;
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time: Another reason why he was opposed to thi¥
motion was because he considered that the reso”
lution moved by the hon. member for Gympies
Mr. Ryland, dealing with the amendment of the:
Workers” . Compensation - Act,  was ohe that
should have received the very careful considera-
tion of this House. Incorporated in that motion
were two or three matters which required to be
amended; especially the stamp duty. of 5s. on
the policy: of - the employee;, which  weighed
heavily on a largs number of the smaller em-
ployers. 'When' the motion came to a division
he would vote against it.

SUSPENSION OF MEMBER.

Mr,. FERRICKS said the country districts;
under the present régime, were sufficiently handi-
capped without any curtailment of private mem-:
bers’ Thursday afternoons, and the Premier had
ulterior motives in moving: the motion. " He, as:
the head of the Government, was afraid of the
eriticisms which could be and which would be
ladelled out by members of: the Opposition. - He
contended  that  the  Premier: was over-doing
things. © The Premier was the Czar of Queens-
land, and was growing passing fat on his ill-gotten

‘gaing from mining swindles.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order!

Mr: PERRICKS : I say he isgrowing passing:
fat, and he has a bank balance of something like
£22,000, and . he endeavours to increase that
bank balancs in the only way he. ¢an hope to do:
it, and that is' by clinging for two or three years
more to the position which he now occupies, and
he does that by kowtowing first to the right and
then to- the left—-first to Archdeacon Garland;
and next to the Licensed. Victuallers” Associa-
tion.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I mustask the
hon. member to confine his remarks to the ques-
tion before the House.

~ Mr.  FERRICKS: I am objecting to. the
action -of - the Chief  Secretary in: moving the
motion : before the House, and T say he iy
evidently willing by many divers methods

OrprosiTION MEMBERS ¢ Hear, hear!

"~ The  DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, ordert
That has nothing' to do. with the: question as to
whether Government: business shall take pre-
cedenice of all 'other business on. Thursday, I
must ask the hon, member to confine his remarks
to the question before the House

Mr. FERRICKS : I contend the Premier i
introducing this motion has ulterior motives,

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order, order!
The hon. member -is--entirely oub-of order in
imputing motives at'any time to any hon. mem-
ber in this Chamber, ;

Mr, FERRICKS': I say he hag introduced
this motion to prevent discussion by members of
the Opposition, and~ if hon, ‘members: of . the:
Opposition:. have  not. the liberty . to : discuss
matters brought forward in this Chamber, why
are we  here at- all? - I contend this is not
government by Cabinet--it is not government by
any. clique—it is government by an - aubocrab,
and I say the people of Queensland will not too
Tong stand this condition: of affairs. - I say the
Premier in his elevated ‘arrogance seeks now,
not to over-ride “us but to crush us underneath,
and I, for one, will not submit to it.

OrrosITioN: MEMBERS ¢ Hear hear !

Mr. FERRICKS: I charge him now as beiné
s person’ who has been in the past guilty of
mining swindles. k .

OPPOsSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

-
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T‘ne DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order! I
winst ask the hov. member to  withdraw those
words.
propriety of withdrawing those words:

“Mr. FERRICKS : The position is this—
“The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order, order !
GOVERNMENT MuMBERS: Withdraw, withdraw !

Mr.. Murtan: No fear ! Why should he
withdraw ?

Mr. FERRICKS : We are not going toberun
by a Czar——

The DEPUTY SPEAKER Order, order !
The words are distinctly unparha.menta,ry The
hon, member must see that, and I ask himto
unconditienally withdraw them.

Mr. FERRICKS: I say they are unparlla-
mentary and they are true.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:
Will the hon. member withdraw?

Mr. FERRICKS :* No, I won'’t, as they . are
true.

OpposITION MeMBERS : Hear; hear !

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Itismy regret:
table duty to name the hon..member for wilful
disobedience of the Chair. ‘T ‘therefore name
you, Mr. Ferricks, member for Bowen, to the
House.

Mr. FERRICKS : I move that your ruling be
disagreed to.

Order, order !

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order!
Hear, hear! and up-

OPPosmow MuMBRES
roar.

The PREMIER: It Would be foolish of me
simply to move that the hon. meniber be sus-

pended for a week. I 'move that the hon. mein-

‘ber be suspended for a month.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!t

Opposition cries of *“Absurd !” - Shame,
shame P’ and uproar.

Lexxon: It is without precedent in
Australia.

The PREMIER: If the Speaker’s authority
is again defied, T will move suspension for the
remainder of the session.

Continued uproar on the Opposition side.

My, FERRICKS:
You: received bribes from the Electrie Light
Company.

Question=—That the hon member for Bowen
e suspended from the services of ‘the House for;

2 period ‘of one mon(:h—put~ and: the “House
divided.
In d]HSlOn,

"My, Eenyon: Saspend a member fora month!
Shame! 1t is unprecedented in Australia. It
is preposterous.

~Mr. Writs ; The language is unprecedented,

The SECRETARY FOR Punric Lanps : the

Wnprecedented.

Mr. FEnRiors : You are a mining swmdler,
and received bribes from the Electric Lxght Com-
pany. You hade not a friend in your own party
now.

£ ()PPOSITION MEMBERS Hear, hear !

~Mr. Lesvox: I you moved his suspension for

the remainder of the sitting there would be

something decent in it; but to suspend for a:

month——
Mr. CORSER Why suppm't such conduct"

- OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Ynu would support
anything.

Mr. Lusnon: The Czar has spoken-—-the;

Duma gﬁdlsso}ved
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I hope the hon. member will seg the’

You're: 'a mining. swindler, .

Or"aler of Business. 829:

Mr.  Murtan:: If  he had not touched the
*f Native Cat” he: would have been all rlght
The ‘‘ Native Cat” is the trouble.

[Tam.]
AvEs, 31.
Mr. Appel Mr. Hodge
4. Barnes, G. P, ,, Hunter, D,
v-Barnes; WoH. - Kidston
1 gookﬁr + : »: Mackintosh -~
s Bouchary i Morgan g
5 -BYennan s Paget
. ]éridges 1 gke:};’ie A
s Gorser 5 ilp
55 Cottell » Rankin.
5o Oribb s Roberts
. Denham »s Somerset
i gorss;lth i SStodnrt
» ran . Swayne.
5. Grayson 3. White
i EGIlmgh 5 - Wienholt
» Hawthorn

Tellers: Mr, Bouchard and Mr, Swayne.

Noxs, 23:

My, Barber My, Lesina

» - Bowman 3. May

. Breslin v Mullan

.5 Collins ; .- MeLachlan
. Coyne 5. Nevitt

. Ferricks s+ O'Sullivan
;». Toley 5y - Payne

» - Hamilton 5. Ryan

o Hardaere +- Ryland

s Hunter;: oM. 5 Theodore
s land w Winstanley :

Lennon

’Tellers Mr. Lesing and Mr. McLachlan.

Paizs: +
Ayes—Mr.Thorn'and Mr. Walker.
Noes-=Mr. Dougldsiand Mr.Allen.
Resolved in the affirmative.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : I call upon tbe
hon. member for Bowen to withdeaw from. the '
precincts of the House, :

Mr. - FERRIOKS: thereupon thhdrew, calling
out, ‘¢ Good night, Mr; Speaker.”

ORDER OF BUSINESS.
REesuMPTION: OF DEBATE.

Mr. McLACHLAN ' (Fortitude Valley): said
that some of ‘the most useful legislation: on the
statute-book had been initiated by the discussion
of various motions brought forward by private
members ofi- Thursday = afternoons; and: to &t~
tempt, at .this early stage of the session, to take
away private members’ day was a proceedmg
without precedent. - There were many planks in
the platform of the Labour party that mlght be
profitably discussed, and: the: debates on" those
matters would be instructive not only tomembers
opposite but. to. the people in the comntry:’ The
only reason why the Premier moved this motion
was -because  his supporters. were prepared. to
support any motion which he liked to introduce.
"They were being deniled a further discussion of
the Workers’ Compensation Act, which was on
the business-paper. It was also the intention of
the leader of the Labour party to move inthe
direction of introducing a Trades Disputes Bill;
but he would be prevented from doing that, as
the Premier had the majority behind him suth
cient to carry anything.  The memberssitting on
the Giovernment side were not concerned whether:
they had any privileges or not, and if any
privileges were to be retained ‘to hon members
it would only be accomplished by the Opposition
members fighting for them, He regretted that
the Premxet introduced the motion: before they
started to'sit four days ‘a week, although when
they were near the close of the ression they
expected to bave private members’ day taken
away. ~After the resuls of the two: lass divisions
lt Would be futxle for him- o hope ' that' the

“Mr, M cLachlan ]
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motion  would’ ‘not be carried, because the
Premier had a sufficient number of  his followers
behind him.

Mr, MAY  (Flinders) protested against the
action of::the - Hon.: the: Premier: in taking
away the Thursday afternoon that was given
to ‘private members. He' was sure that hon.
members would ‘have liked to have a’further
digcussion on Mr; J.- M. Hunter’s 'motion for
the amendment of the Agricultural Bank Act.
‘With regard to the motion he had on' the busi-
ness-paper, all he desired was to’ obtain informa-
tion: as to the manner in' which increases were
made tothe: lower-paid. employees in the Rail-
way Department, and he was very much surprised
when: the Minister for: Railways-called ¢ Not
formal ” to the motion. If the present proposition
to take away Thursday afternoons: from: private
members was carried; he would: have no oppor-
tunity of discussing that motion or getting a vote
on it It wasg a very drastic mootion to make'so

early;in the session, and he' did not think it neces-

sary. . If the Government required more time for
their' business; the House c¢ould: meet an ‘hour
earlier each sitting day and'sit four days a week.
He believed that every member of ‘the Opposi-
tion ‘would be willing to do that, and- would
rather do it than lose i‘hursday afternoons. He
also believed that every member-on that side
of the House was: prepared to c¢ome. back after
the Christmas: holidays to finish the business if
it eould mot be' got through before Christmas,
Though a comparatively new member; he had
summed up the situation in'the House, and his
conclusion was that in their debates one-fourth
of the talk was common sénse and three-fourths
rot,
Mr. NeviTT ;- On which side of the House?

Mr. "MAY ;- Chiefly ‘on: the Government
benches. " (Liavghter.)
six ‘spoke good sense, and on' the Guvernment
side: four spoke good sense; while: for four who
talked nonsense on the Opposition side there were
six who'did so-on'the Government side.. ‘Hewas

very ‘sorry for what had cccurred

[1:30 a.m.] earlier in-the evening. - There was

na doubt that a good many members

were ““Jack Ketchied,” and there ight:be more

of them ** Jack Ketehed,” and he was very sorry

to say, if he might Le permitted to say so, that
the Premier——

Mr. Nevirr: Will be sorry for it.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. MAY : He would be very =orry for it—
that was the riatural corollary of  what had' been
done. He thuughs the Premier had been too
severe in ths punishment which he had inflicted
on theé bon. member for Bowen. {

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order !

Mr. Bresuix : He wanted to get rid of him.

Mr,. LENNON. and . the PREMIER rising sinoul-
taneously. .

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Mr. Lennon.

The PREMIER: I move-~That the question
be now put.

My, BRESLIN: Gag, gag!

.Mr. LENNON : Mzt Deputy Speaker,—You
called on me first.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER ¢ Order; order !

An OprosiTion MEMBER: He isn’t. game to
put-youout. - -

The DEPUTY SPEAXKYXR : Order ! I called

upon’ the ho&grr_nw%g;ber for Herbert before the

motion was p
OPposITION

IBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. LENNON : Not having been in the:

House many years; he had intended to:make
some: reference to a subject concerning which

|Mr. May.

Suspension of Men;bers. [ASSEMBLY.]

On. the Opposition:side™

Suspension of Members.

the Speaker had:ealled the hon. member for
Flinders to desist speaking upon, and therefore
he would refrain: from ‘making: reference to it.
‘What had just eccurred had rendered him ale
most unfit to. address himself: coherently to.
the: House,” and be. hardly knew where to
begin. - The Sessional Orders having been passed,
the Premier. now wished: to:deprive members
of their: one remaining vestige of liberty by
bringing forward this: proposaL - Without any
justification, private members were to be deprived.
of Thursday afternoon; in-face of the fach that
there: were several ‘important: motions on' the:
paper. The motion of ' the hon. member for
Maranoa with reference to the amendwent of the
Agricultural Bank Act was highly important, as
the=Agricultural Bavk was a most unsatisfactory
institution. ' Either it should be placed ‘on s,
business-like footing or it should be wiped out
completely.
& twenty minutes to 2 o’clock,

The PREMIER. said:: I beg to-move—That
the question be now put. e

Mr. LENNON: - I crave your indulgence,.
Sir..: I ask for your ruling. = Befors I resume
my seat I have an amendment to move.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : The question is
=-**That the question be now put.”
Mr, MULLAN: Mr. Deputy Speaker——

The DEPUTY SPEAKER :: Order!

Mr, MULLAN : I rise to a point of erder;
Has the question been sufficiently debated?

The DEPUTY  SPEAKER ¢ Will the hon,
member resume his seat,  The question—‘*That:
the question be now put”—has been put..~ Under
the Standing Orders the Speaker, or the Chairs
man - of Committees, if he considers that the
question has been sufficiently debated, may put
ic. I find that there have been seventesir mem-
bers debating ‘this question. - :In. my opinion
there has been sufficient debate;, and I ‘have
therefore to proceed. :

Mr. Murpan : There is an amendment put.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : There was no
aniendment before the Chair.

Mr. Murraxn : Bubt you knew he was going
tomove one, i

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!  There
was no smendment before the Chair,

- Mr. Murian : Yes, but he notified his inten-

tion,

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I hope
that the hon. member will ‘see that the business
of the House: has to be carried out in its proper
rotation, . The Chief Secretary moved—** That
the ‘question be now put.” There was no
ametidment before the House, and  I:'have
decided’ that the question. has been sufticiently
debated. . Therefore; I shall put the question.

Mr.. LENNON : I ‘would ask you, Mr.
Speaker, to allow me to remind you that before
you called “upon me to sit down; I mentioned-
that T was about to move an amendment. -

OprositioN - MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

‘Mr. LENNON @ I'would like: also to: say,
with  your permission; that I ‘was relating the
facts' from my own-experience; and I had not

“occupied more than four minutes of the time of

this House. - Therefore; it was &.very unreason-
able thing for the Chief Secretary to pull me up.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order ! .
Mr. LENNON: I wag about to move an
améndment: when the hon.: gentleman moved—
“That the question be now: put.’” T think it-
was A-mostianressonable act on his paru. -
Mr. RYLAND : This was a question~——
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The
question is=—*“That the question be now put.”’

Mr. RYLAND : 1 say you are not treating
this question fairly.

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Most harshly.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: As'many as are
of that opinion will say * Aye.”

GOVERNMENT MEMBERY : “ Aye.”
. i\[}‘_he”DEPUTY SPEAKER: On the contrary;
0.

Opposirion MeMBERS (shouting): ¢ No.”

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The “Ayes”
have it. .

Oprosirion MevBERS : Divide |

Mr. LuNNoN : How can: we expect justice from
the other side?

My, Murtan: That is the dirtiest thing that
has been doné this session. . It shows they are
not fit. :

Question—That' the question be now pub—
put; and the House divided.

JIn division,

The DEPUTY SPEAKER called upon Mr,
Gunn ‘and Mr. Morgan as tellers for the Ayes,
and My, Hamilton: and Mr. Collins as tellers for
the Noes:

Mr.,  HAMILTON: No, 1 am buggeredif I
will be'a party to it.

Mr. Corrins: I am buggered if T will, either.:

Mr. MULLAN AND OTHER OPPOSITION MzuM-
BERS ;- Hear; hear I Hear, hear! and uproar.

Mr. HAMILTON @ It is a bloody scandalous
proceeding. . ~You can . do what you like with
me. T eonsider to-night’s proceedings the most
scandalous that have ever taken place: in this
House; especially by the Chief Secrstary.

Mr. Corring i They won’t get me to be s dirty
tool, either,

Me. LunNoK ;- The Deputy Speaker would not

" take an amendment to: have the question dis-

cussed before this Chamber for five minutes; and
that was all the amendment I proposed to ask.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Will the hon.
member for Gregory reconsider his decision; and
act ag teller?

Mr. HAMILTON : T absolutely decline to be
a party to this'scandalous proceeding.  You'can
name me as much as youlike:

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I call upon Mr.
Hardacre and Mr, May. :

Mr. Harpacre: No; I won’t; if the others
won’t. ; :

Mr. May: You won't get me. If one man
won's do s, I won's do it. (Laughter.) :

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order! I call
upon the Clerk at f;he table to take the division:

The Clerk thereﬁpon took the *‘ Noes.”
Mr. BowMaN : It is the only chance you have
got on this side.

Mr. MUuLiAN (to the Premier): You have
reduced Parliament to a farce by your ruffianism.

Mr. RYLAND : Mr. Daputy Speaker, I ask
yourruling, . Under what Standing Orderdo you
instruct the Clerk to take the names?

B4 i3
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER: We have no
Standing Order on the point. - I follow ‘the

practice which has besn followed in the House

of Clommonsg on’ oceasions whers: a similar diffi-
culty has arigen.

Ayis, 81,
Mr. Appel Mr. Hodge
55 Barnes; . P. 5 Hunter, D
5i ‘Barnes; W. H. 5 Kidston
5i“Booker sy Mackintosh
4 Bouchard 3. Morgan
- Brennan i Pageb
v Bridges 550 Petyie
4y Corger Vo Phily.
o Cottetl s Rankin
5 Oribb 3+ Roberts
wo-Denham o +v 7 Somersey
v Porsyth b Stodart.
vy Grang L5 Swayné
550 Grayson 4y White
35 Gunn 5y Wienholt

4y Hawthorn
Teilers: Mr, Gunn and My, Morgan.

Nozs, 22,
Mr; Barber Mr, Lesiua
;. Bowman . May
4~ Breslin . Mullan
.. Colling : s MeLachlam
w- Coyne 5. Nevitt
4, ¢ Foley 55 O’Sullivan
» Hamilton »o Payne
. - Hardaere i Byan
o Hunter; I M. s Ryland
o Land 5 Theodore
4 Lennon 35 Winstanley

Paigs,
Ayes—Mr. Thorn and Mr. Walker.
Noes=Mr. Douglas and Mx. Allen:
Resolved in the affirmative,
The announcement of the resultof the division
was received with-loud derisive cheers'and inter~
jections by Opposition members.

Question—That, unless the  House otherwise
orders, Government business do take precedence
of all other business at 3 o’clock p.m. on. Thurs-
day in each week-—put; and the House divided:—

Axxs, 31.

Mr. Appel My, Hodge

5; Barnes; G. P. 275, Hunter, D:
;5. Barnes, W. H, ,5 . Kidston

»5 Booker 3, Mackintosh
sy Bouchard : . Morgan

w Brennan 3 i Pagets

,» Bridges ;o Petrie
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5. " Cribb 55 Roberts
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Tellers: Mr, Cribb and Mr. Forsyth,

Nors 22
Mr. garber Mr, lﬁesina,
.. Bowman: . Ma,
. Breslin i Mujlflan
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"
Tellers: Mr. Foley and Mr., Theodore.

Pains.
Ayes=Mr. Thorn and Mr. Walker,
Noes—Mr. Douglas and Mr. Allen.
Resolved in the affirmative.
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ADJOURNMENT,

- The PREMIER : I beg to. move that the
House do now: adjourn.:’ The first business to-
niorrow will be the resumption of the debate on
the Financial Statement.

Mr. BOWMAN said they had had an example
that night of one of the most biassed records
that the. House had ever shown. . The attitude
taken up by the Chief Secretary was only indi-
cative of his action for some years.

The PrEMIER : This is entirely out of order.

Mr.. BOWMAN : I will be called to order
by the Deputy Speaker, not by a tyrant like you.

OPPOSITION: MEMBERS ¢ Hear, hear!

Mr, BOWMAN : When anything was said
which the Premier did not like'he thought it
was. his privilege and right: to dictate to mem-
bers on the Opposition: side. - There was only
one:way the Premier could do that, and thas
was- by the brute force: which ‘he ‘had behind
him, and:which he ‘had ‘exercised in » manner
that no other Premier had. done since Queens-
land - had a Parliament. - He could not let the
House: adjourn: without. entering: his protestat
the action: of the Premier; especially 5o as'the
hon. member for: Bowen had made a statement
which reflected on himself, and ‘heé (the Premier)
then sentenced him to a month’s suspension, It
was a disgrace to the Premiér and to the House
that such a thing had been done.

Mr, LENNON pointed out the absurdity of
adjourning at.that hour as there was no accom-
modation- for members and their trains had- all
gone,-and if the House adjourned they would be
turned out in the street. . If such a thing hap-
pened in two or three months’ time, after the
Police Offences Bill was passed, they might all be
run in for being out after hours. " It was absurd

to adjourn at 2 o’clock in the morning when there

wag important business: to: do.”- Why not go on
with the second reading of the Land Bill? He
“would point out that that was the second time
the Premier had put' the gag into operation on
him (Mr Liennon).

~delight in signalling hima. (Mr.: Lennon) out for
that special’ distinction. He appealed to' the
Premier to go on with the business; as he wasnot
prepared to walk thiree and a-half miles to his
home as he had only shanks’s pony to carry him,
If the House adjourned he would be forced to
camp on the benches till daylight.

Mr. RYLAND protested against the Premier’s
‘interference with-the liberty of members;, and
the practical disfranchisement of their constitu«
ents. He' had never seen such disgraceful con-
duet on the part of any Government.

Mr. LESINA explained that he voted against
the Premier’s motion as a protest against the
hon. geutleman’s action in suspending two mems:
berg—one ¢f them for a period unprecedented in
that Charmber.: The offence of that hon. member
was making a-chirge against the Premier ; and
it would have:-been more in consonance with the
hon.- gentleman’s dignity: to have ignored the
charge rather thranallow the public to gather the
impression. that: he" was animated by personal
spleen. Underthedircumstances members should
seriously consider whether it was not time to so
amend- the Standing Orders’ as to prevent any
member who occupied the position of Premier
from: venting his spleen on a member and dis-
franchising his constituency for a month.” He
thought the Preniier, when bhe came to consider
the matter, would regret what he had done,

Mr. COLLINS said he: belonged: to'a race of:
men who had shed their blood for the liberties:

we had to-day, and he regretted.that it had been
left to a man who clinibed to position and place

[Hon: W: Kidston.

[ASSEMBLY.]

He seemed to take a'special

“Adjournment.

by treachery to suspend an hon. mnember for'a
month.:' He would be less than a ‘coward if he
did not enter his protest against the action of the
Premier,which was unprecedented in the history
of Queensland.” The charge made by the hon.
member for Bowen was also made by a news:
paper circulating in Brisbane.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER.: Order! -T hope
the hon, gentleman: will confine his remarks to
the question before the Flouse; which is—* That
the House do now adjourn.”

Mr. COLLINS : Why did not the Premier

~go to the printing . press,’ declare himself the

Czar of 'Queensland, and ‘abolish: Parliament
altogether 2. The Premier had climbed to place
and power by treachery, and: his- action wasg the
action of a tyrant.  The electors of Queensland
would resent his action, at any rate the electors
of Burke would do so. S

“Mr. PAYNE (Mitchell) opposed: the motion
for adjournment as members would have to walk
5 miles to their homes. ' 'He regretted the un-
wise and unmanly action of the Premier.  If the
Opvposition had a spark of manhood in them at
all; they would naturally resent the curtailing of
their liberties as had been done by the Premier,
Tt was a regrettable thing that Queensland was
governed by a man so small-minded as the
Premier, and rather than take part in such pro-
ceedings he' would sooner go out of the House
altogether. . When he saw the Government sup-
porters: sitting there as ‘‘mum” as could be,
simply  because they had the majority, without
showing a spark of manhood, it made him feel

- as if he could get away from the place altogether.

He admired his old friend, the hon. member for
Gregory, for the stand he took, as in using the :
language he did he only acted on the natural
impulse of a man.... The Premier was responsible
for ‘the present temper of the House, and for
keeping hon. members there till that early hour
of the morning. ~ As they had stayed so long,
and had no opportunity of getting home except
by walking, he thought they should work on:till
morning. ;

Mr. MAY suggested that as meémbers had
been kept sitting so lorg they should go on with
the business on the paper, and thought they
might very profitably occupy their time in. dis-
cussing the Land Bill.” While he was a believer
in limitation of speeches, he was of opinion that
the limitation imposed by: the new: Sessional
Orders was too drastic. - He also disapproved of -
the drastic sentence passed by the House on the
Lion.- member for Bowen, which meant disfran:
chising an important constituency which was
largely  interested in ' pastoral, sugar-growing,
farming, and dairying pursuits.

The PREMIER : I move—That the question
be now put, ‘ :

Question—That the question be now put—put;
and the DEPUTY SPEAKER having declared
that the ‘‘Ayes” had it, k

OrroSITION MEMBERS : Divide !

The division bell having been rung; and the
bax closed, :

The DEPUTY SPEAKER,; after again put-
ting the question, called: uipon Mr. Cottell and

- Mr. Wienholt to act as tellers for

[2'80 a.m.] the ‘*Ayes,” and Mr. J. M. Hunter
and Mr., McLachlanto act as tellers

for the *‘ Noes.” . V

Mr. J.. M. HUNTER : T decline.

Mr. MOLACHLAN : Idecline to tell,
*Mr. BowMAN : We all decline on this side




Questions. [8 SepTEMEBER.]

The DEPUTY SPEAKER  There being no
tellers for the  Noes,” I declare the question
resolved in the affirmative.
Mr. Murnan (addressing the Deputy 8 peaker):
You were wrong before.

Mr. RYLAND : A biassed Chairman;

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order! The
question is—*That this House do now adjourn
The question being declared, on the voices, to
be with the ¢ Ayes,”
OprosiTION MumBERS ¢ Divide!
While the division bell was ringing,

Mr; NEVITT : The bars are down while the
division bell is ringing.  That is another ‘“gag.”

The messenger raised the bar, and when the
bell ceased ringing, the bar was again ordered to
be closed.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER, after again
putting the question—That the "House do now
adjourn-—called on Mr. Cottell and Mr. Wien-
holt to tell for the ‘¢ Ayes;” and Mr; Payne and
Mr. Collins to tell for the ‘* Noes.”

Mr. PAYNE, rising, said; ‘With all: due
- respect, I decline to act.

Mr. COLLINS, also rising; said ; I decline t

ach :

‘The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Will the hon.
members be seated ?

Mr. LunnoN: We don’t want to qualify as
executioners,

Mr. BOWMAN: We are not going to ack as
tellers for you.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: There being no
;,‘ellers for the ¢ Npes,” I declare the * Ayes 2

ave it.

Mr. MurLan : Thatis two different rulings on
one subject to-night.

The House adjourned at twenty-six minutes
to 3 olclock, amid ' hooting from ' Opposition
members.

Supply-
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